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·OBEDIENCE REWARDED, 

AND 

.PREJUDICE C01VQUERED, 

&c. &c. 

CH A Bo I. 

AT a beantiful village in Hamp01ire 
refided Mrs. Lafce11s, the widow 

·of an officer in the guards; who, with 
the moderate fortune of five hundred c.1 
year, contrived to perfonn more acts of 
real benevolence than is ufually pracl:ifed 
by thofe who are poifeifed of as many 

B thoufands. 
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thoufands.-I-Ier family confifted of one 

boy and two girls O but the expence at­

tending the education of the former, was 

defrayed by her brother, Admiral 1\tlor­

timer; whilft the whole of her ti -ne was 

devoted to the 1mprovetnent of the 

latter. 

The fu1nmer vacation had nearly 

elapfed when Admiral Mortimer arri-ved 

at Mrs. Lafcells's, with a view of con­

f ulting her upon his plans for her fon's 

future eftablifhment. He was in every 

ref pecr a fail or; and the highefl: felicity 

he expected to enjoy, was that of one 

day feeing his nephew captain of a n1an 

of war. 

Mrs. 
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lVIrs. Lafcells, who knew how ardent­
ly her brother engaged in every favourite 
pu1fuit, had frequently been vexed at 
obferving in her fon a diflike ro that ele­
n1ent of which his uncle was f o fond, 
2nd therefore, on the n1orning after his 
arri\'al, fhe addreffed Mortimer in the 
following words : 

" My dear boy,-As I no longer con-­
" fider you in the light of a child, I . 
" think it neceffary to inform you that 
" your uncle is now appointed to the 
" comrnand of a fleet, and is anxious 
" to rake you under his protection, as 
" it is the line of life which, of all 
" otl ers, he wiihes you to purfue; but 
'' as neither of us mean to force your 

B 2 '' inclina-
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" 'inclination, I beg to know whethei­

,, our defire accords with your a ppro ba• 

H tion.'" 

Mortimer was filent; and his mother 

thought il1e perceived traces of en1otion 

pictured in his exprcffive countenance. 

My beloved boy, faid Mrs. Lafcells, 

you have on all occafions been taught 

.to ~cq.q.fider me in the light of an affec­

tionate friend, and to treat me with the 

(-confidence that character infpires; and 

I hope, in an affair of fuch great import­

ance as your future eftabli01ment, you 

will not deYiate from a practice that has 

afforded me Io much fatisfacl:ion. 

Mortimer at firft hefitated, but, at­

.fuming courage, faid, I am fure, mam­

ma, 



n1l, I l11ou1d wifh to do whatever you:,­
an<l my uncle thought right ; yet I 
would rather have been a foldier than a,:-~ 
fai!or. 

And what is your reafon, my love, re­
plied lVIrs. Lafcells, for preferring the 
one profeffion to the other ? Before you 
111ake an elecl:ion, it will be neceflary for 
you to recollect th2.t, as d. foldier, you 
would only have the trifling pay of a 
fubaltern to fupport you, without in­
terefl: or friends to pu01 you forward ;­
but, as a faildr, you would not only en .. 
joy the advantage of your uncle's pro-• 
tection; but would be advanced by his 
power. However, if your objections are 
founded upon reafon, you may depend 

B 3 upon 
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upon my endeayours to induce my bro­
ther to relinquifh his favourite projecr ; 
for whilft I am attend:.:-1g to my-chil<lrcns 
intereft, I ihall aLvays con[ uli. thtir hap­
pinefs. 

• It was fome time before ... 1lord111er 
Lafcells could be prevailed t pon to dif­
clofe his reafons for objecting to a [ea­
faring life ; and his 111other was ex­
tremely afl:onifhed at hearing that the}' 
all centered in his antipathy to the water. 
Confcious that her bro:hcr's di(p~firion 
was rather inclined to be haTv, fhc re-, 

folved not to make hin1 acquainted with 
her fan's prejudice until fhe had endca­
youred to eradicate it; and knmving 
him to b~ a lad of emulation, ihe 

thought ...., 
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thought more n1ight be done by calling 

it forth, than by any appeal to his reaf0n 

or feelings. 

Accordingly (he defircd him to leaYc 

h~r, for the pr~fent, as fhe ha( letters of 

importance to write, and go to his fifters; 

who were amufing themfelves in their 

little gardens .. 

Caroline Lafcells was one year older 

than her brother, and Matilda four 

younger : fi1e was the delight: of the 

family, and, however extraordinary it 

n1ay appear, was not at all injnred by 

that circumfl:ance. 

A · 



As their brother approached, each 

exclaimed, ,vhat is the matter, Mor­

timer? for he looked extremely forrow- , 

ful : and when they heard there was a 

probability of his going to fea, both of 

them burft into tears; which Morti1ner 

kiifed away, and then pretended a ft one 

had got into his fhoe, that he 1nigfit 

fioop down to hide his own emotion. 

Vvilliam, a lad who had lived two 

years fervant with Mrs. Lafcells, at this 

n1oment approached with a young gold­

finch in his hand, which he had jufl: ref­

cued from the paws of a cat; and the 

ruffled feathers, and palpitating heart of 

the poor trembling little creature, not 

only called forth their compaffion, but 

diverted 
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diverted their minds; and the ocean -
and its terrors were all forgotten.-One 
ran for a cage, another for fome bird .. -
feed, and a third for water; and in lefs 
than half an hour Dicky had forgotten 
his danger, and began to chirp forth · 
notes of gratitude. 

Admiral Mortimer, though rather 
rough in his manner, poffeffed the moil: 
refined and delicate feelings ; and was 
fo delighted with Willia1u for having 
faved the lictle creature's life, that he not 
only prefented him with half a crown, 
but gave him a cordial fhake of the 
hand as he delivered it: and, going up 
to the children, gave each the fa rne furn 
to buy it food, pron1ifing to take a ride 



, 
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to "\Vinchefl:er in the evening, and pur-• 
chafe the handfomefi: cage that could be 
procured. 

CH AP. II. 

\VHEN the Admiral had n1ounted 
his horfe to fulfil his eng~1ge111ent with 
his nephew and nieces, they 'aiked their 
mamma to accompany them in a walk 
to Dame Johnfon's: a poor old cottager. 
whom Mrs. Lafcells's benevolence al­
mofl: fupported. In thefe excurfions 
Mrs. Lafcells ufua11y amufed them, by 

relating 
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relating fon1e fact out of hiftory, or ex­

p.1.tiating upon the amiable traits in fome 

great character, and holding them up 

for their in1itation. But this evening 

ihe was particularly filent, until little 

l\Iatild1 faid, Man11na, have you nothing 

pretty to tell us to-night? What book 

were you reading ju(l: before you can1e 

out ? 

I was re~ding a defcription of Ruilia, 

my love, replied Mrs. Lafcells, and of 

the djfferent men who h2..ve governed 

that 1nighty e1npire, which now makes 

inroads upon great part of Europe. 

• Is Ruilia as hot as the Eafl Indies, 

man1ma? faid Matilda.-It is well you 

~ 6 have 
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have not begun geography, Matiida, re ... 
plied Mrs. Lafcells, or I ihould have­
been quite iliocked at the queftion, for 
it happens to be one of the coldeft 
countries on the globe. Indeed the fe-

, · verity of the climate is fo great, that the 

breath often freezes as it i:lfues from the 
n1outh; and the peafantry, who all wear 
long beards, are frequently feen witL 
icicles fufpended from their chins. The 
meat continues frozen for months toge­
ther; but when foaked in cold water, or 
rubbed with fnow, is as good andjuicy 
as if it was jufl: killed. 

Oh mamma ! excJaimed Matilda, 
what a ihocking place Ruffia muft be ! 
I would not live there for all the world, 

for 
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for I fhould never know what it was to · 

be warm. 

You need never know what it was to -

be cold, Matilda, replied Mrs. Lafcells, 

unlefs you chofe to go out, as the rooms 

are infinitely hotter than ours; for they 

have no fire-places to adn1it the cold air, 

but heat then1 by the means of flues, 

which arc condt1B:ed round them: and 

the nobility and gentry of the country 

are f o com plete]y defended fro in the 

cold, by the ufe uf furs, that you'd fee 

then1 driving up the Neva in their fledges 

with as much fpirit as our people of 

faihion do in Hyde Park. But if you 

want a defcription of Ruffia,. you muft 

apply to your uncle, who refided there 

fo1ne 
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fon1e years, though he will defcant upon 

the qualities of their emperor, whon1 

they fty1ed Peter the Great, with a pro­

lixity that may perhaps tire you. 

Oh, mamma, fa.id l\1onimcr, pray teJl 

us wh::tt you know about him, for fear 

we fhould forget to afk my uncle. 

In the fhort ik.etch v-:hich I fha!l give 

you of Peter the Great, you will per­

ceive, my dear, fa1d IVIrs . Lafcells, the 

poffibility of fubduing the firongefi pre­

judices; and I hope you \Vill endeavour 

to imitate fo praifeworrhy an exertion. 

He was fon to the emperor Alexis, by 
a fecond 1narriage; and was only four 

years of age at the death of his father. 

His 
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His eldeft brother, Theodore, who \Vas 

ackno\vledge<l fucceffor to the throne, 

was a prince of a very weakly conftitu­

tion, but of great mental abilities; and, 

after a fhort reign, perceiving bis end ap­

proaching. he decreed that his brothers 

John and Peter fi1ould jointly poffefs 

the empire : for in the former we.re 

blended bodily infirmities, and great 

incapacity; but the latter gave tcfti. 

mony, in his earliel1 childhood, of the 

tranfcendency of his abilities, notwith­

ftanding the difadvantages of his educa­

tion. 

Yet his antipathy and dread of water 

were {o viole 1t, tLat he \'as abfolutely 

thrown into convulfions at being obliged 

to 



to ·cro[s a brook; but as his judgment 
ripened, he was fenfible of the weaknefs 
he had unfortunately indulged, and re­
foh-ed to conquer it. Going therefore to 
the fide of a river, which he knew was 
not very deep, he boldly jumped in, and 
remained there fon1e time : and this he 
did frequently, until he had entirely 
conquered his averfion to that element. 

·At this part of the ftory l\1ortimer's 
cheeks were covered with the blufh of 
ihame ; which Mrs. Lafcells avoided 
noticing, but continued her narrative.­
I am fure, if you applaud his courage, 
you will admire his perfererance and 
applicat_ion ; for he was Chocked at tbe 
jgnorance in which his fifter., the Prin-

cefs 



cefs Sophia, an artful intriguing woman, 

had him educated in ; and not only de­

voted his ti1ne to acquiring the langua­

ges of different nations, but turned his 

attention to the moft n1inute affairs in 

the empire. - Until his reign the Ruf­

fians \vere fo ignorant of the advantages 

that are to be obtained by naval power, 

that they knew not how to conftrucl the 

fn1alleft veffels. - However, after Peter 

h,d difciplined bis army, and put his 

empire into a ftate of tranquillity, by 

fubduing its difturbers, he refolved to 

travel, incognito, to Rome, through 

Denmark, f-Iolland, Vienna, and Ve­

nice, and make f ucb obfervations upon 

the manners and cuftoms of thofe dif­

fe rent nations, as might be ferviceable 
. 
1n 
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1n the improYement of his own : but 
his chlcf object was to obtain a complete 
knmi'lcdge of {hip-building; and, for 
this pt!rpofe, when he arrived at Amfl:er-

> dam, he difguiicd hi111felf in a Dutch­
n1an's habit ; and going to the villa6e of 
Sardam, he purchafecl a boat, for which 
he n1adc· a 1naft, and then worked in 
the dock-yc1rd, as a common carpenter, 
until he was a perfec1: adept in every 
branch of the trade. Difl:urbances at 
home con1pelled hin1 to return fooner 
than he wiihed; but "' hen thofe were 
quelled, he fet out for England, and 
adopted the fame n1ode of conduc1: at 
Deptford that he had prac:bfcd at Sar­
dam ; and worked in the dock-yard 
there for feveral n1onths. 

\ V ell" 

, 



,v ell, mamnrn, faid Caroline, but 

only think of an emperor condefcending 

to work with fuch people as carpenters! 

do you think that was right? 

Perfectly fo, my love, replied Mrs. 

Lafcells ; for as his motive for doing it 

was the improvement of his country, 

I honour hin1 for his condefcenfion : 

and it was through his exertions that 

the Ruffian navy is little inferior to our 

own. 

By this time the party had reache<l 

DJ.me J ohnfon's; and, pulling the latch 

of the door Yery gently, they all enttred 

the cottage without her perceiving them. 

The 
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The poor old won:an's back was to 

the door; and fhe was bufily employed 

in covering a little baik.et with green 
leaves. 

VVell, Dame, faid !virs. LafcelJs, in 
the fofteft tone imaginable, and how do 

you find yourfelf to-night ? 

Ah, my dear lady, replied the grate­

ful creature, turning round and drop• 

ping one of her beft counefies, I am 

always well when 1 fee you ; but I have 

not been quite right to-day, for I have 

had a 111ortal bad pain in my fide. Then, 

addreffing her(elf to the children, {he 

prefenred the little baik.et that contained 

fame cherries, which !he was juft going 

to 



( 2I ) 

to fend by her grand-daughter. l\1rs.o 

Lafcells at firft begged !he would keep 

them herfelf; but perceiving il1e looked 

mortified at having her pref ent refufed, 

defired the children to accept it ; and~ 

after fitting a little time to refr, took her 

leave, promifing to fend the poor wo­

man f 01nething for the pain in her fide.. 

CH AP. III. 

AS they quitted the cottage-door, 

they were. overtake11 by a party of beg­

gars, who rather de1nanded than afked 

for 
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for charity; and upon Mrs. Lafcells 
ref ufing to beftow it, they all fet up a 
n1oft violent il1out, and began ufing the 
1noft fcurrilous expreffions. 

Oh pray, dear mamma, faid Ma~ilda, 
do let me run after them, and give then1 
the half-crown which my uncle gave me 
this n1orning; for though they are fo 
impertinent, I dare fay they are in great 
diftrefs; for only look ho\v ragged they 
are ! and there is a poor little girl with­
out fhoes and flockings. 

You muft keep your half-crown, my 
dear Matilda, replied lvlrs. Lafcells, for 
a better purpofe than that of n1inifter­
ing to vice; for though I wiil1 to infpire 

you 



you with the fpir1t of ch~rity, yet I would 

not ~iave you induige it in oppofit1on to 

your real on, and in defiance of common 

fon[e. Tbofc unhappy beings who have 

juft pafl'cd us, ctrtainly do not come 

under the defcription of objects of cha­

rity ; tor they are too idle to work, 

and too i1npuden1 to folicit; and there­

fore, I apprchen~ , t ey exi t upon the 

plunder of their fellow -c reatures ; for 

no one \,·ould be inclined co di.f p('ie of 

their 1noney when it is demanded inftead 

of beggeo. There are fo n1a ./ poor in 

our own parifh, wh01n we know to be 

defen·ing of afiiflance, tbat it is wrong 

to rob them of our fupport, and beflow 

it upon thofe who may be far lefs wor­

thy of it ; yet the poor in our country 

are 
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·arc in an enviable fituation c01npared 

vvi th that of many others; and even in 

..._ \Vales they are in a much more pitiable 

ftate than they are with us.. Mr. Pratt, 

in his Gleanings, defcribes the mifery, 

yet the contentment which he found in 

a peafanf s farnily at Bar mouth, in North 

Wales. 

Can you tell us about it, mamma? 

faid Caroline; for I do not recollecc his 

mentioning any thing of the kind, 

though I read a good deal of the work. 

The circumftance n1ade a {hong im­

preffion upon my mind, replied Mrs. 

Lafcells, becaufe it proved that happi­

nefs is much lefs dependent upon out, 

ward 



ward circu1nG:ances than the generality 

of people are willing to allow. He tells 

us that the hou[e, if f uch it might be 

called, confifted but of one roon1, built 

in the form of a barn; and as much 

light iffued in from the large holes in 

the thatch as from the window. The 

induftrious inhabitants of this wretched 

dwelling confifled of a. father, mother, 

and twelve children : the former of 

whom was employed in mending his 

fiihing-nets ; and his wife f11aving the 
• 

mafrer of a little public-houfe, whilft 

fome of the children were weaying> 

others fpinning; and, in f11ort, all but 

the infant in the cradle were occupied 

· n fome uieful manner; and the utmo!l 

C cheer-
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chcerfulncfs and hilarity prevailed 

amongft the whole party. 

But furely, mamma, faid Caroline, as 
they were all fo notable, they n1ight have 

built thernfelves a better houfe, and not 

all have huddled together in one room. 

Labour, my dear Caroline, is efti­

mated at fo low a value in that country, 

that the utmoft advantage they could 

derive fron1 their induftry, was to pro­

cure food for their daily fupport; for 

you 111ufl: recollect how numerous they 

were. - Here they were overtaken by 
Admiral Morti111cr, who informed the 

yonng folks he had purchafed the fineft 

cage \Vinchefter could produce, for their 

new 



Dew favot1rite; and then, turning to 

his nc 
1
1hew, he cla11ped hin1 on the 

fl1oulcler, and dem1nded whether he 

was ready to cli .A1b a top-t11 2..ft, or whe~ 

ther he \Vas refolved to becC'n1e n 111ilk­

fop, ~tnd ren1ain tied to his n1other's 

ap:on-ftring. 

?v!ortin1er rep] ied, that he was not 

only ready to learn to clin1b the top-1naft, 

but to go with hi1n to "ny part of the 

world he thougl t prop~:r. 

That's bravely faid, n1y heart of oak, 

replied th~ Admiral, giving him a hearty 

nm.kc by the hand ; and then, turning 

to his fifter, he exclaimed, Come now, 

don't you begin whining, and n1ake a 

C2 fool 



fool of the boy; for I believe I i11ould 

l1ave broke 1ny heart if he had not gone 

with me, for I love the dog as ,,vell as 

if he was my own; and if I live, I'll 

make a man of him ; and if I die, every 

fixpence I have fhall be his own, except 

a trifle to you and thef e little dears. 

Altha' Mrs. J_,af cells was delighted at 

findjng her fon's breafi: bad been fired 

with emulation by the defcription fhe 

had given of the emperor of Ruffia's 

conduct, yet the idea of fo long a fepa­

ration as fhe knew muft be inevitable, 

was very painful ; and fhe retired to her 

apartment to conceal the violence of her 

~mot10n. 

When 



\Yhen the family aiTem bled in the 

breakfafl:-parlour the next 111orning, Ad­

miral 1\1 orti1ner was now here to be 

found; and, upon enquiring of his fer- · 

vanr, ~1rs. Laffells undcrfl:ood that he had 

mounted his horfe by fix o'clock in the 

n1orning, without faying where he was 

going. Whilft they were ina ftate of con­

jechue as to the motive of his excurfion, 

they perceived him approach, walking his 

horfe and talking to two or three plain­

looking men. In a few moments he 

opened the door, and calling Mortimer 

out of the roo111, prefcnted him to the 

people who attended him. One was a 

taylor, another a fhoemaker, and the 

third a hatter, who had brought two or 

three different fizes with hm ; and when 

c 3 he 
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he returned into the parlour to hjs fif­
ters, he looked fo fierce they hardly 
knew him. One admired the uniform, 
the other the cockade ; 2-nd in fi1ort he 
looked at hin1telf in the gla[s until 
he fancied he was one of the fineit 
fcllo\vs in his 1najdl:y's forvicc. But 
,vhat delighted him 1noft \Vas, an elegant 
gold watch which his uncle purch~Ld 
for him at V/in hc--fcer. 

\Vhen breakfafi was ended, the little 
girls ·went to feed their bi:·ds, the Ad• 
111iral to look at l1is horfc, a:1d l\/Iorti r:er 
and his mamma were left tog,t.J1er. 

Percei;·ing they were alone, IVIrs. 
Lnfcells faid, my dear boy, it is not pof­

fiblc 



fi blc for n1e t0 e :{ pre fs the fa ti sfafri on I 

expc-iencecl ,\t finding yonr refolution 

had conquered your preju 1ice. It is 

1 r ·n ~ 

vcrv n:J.tur::u ror 111e to Wl!ll to .1.ee you 
J 

eft1blii11ed in th.it 111ode of life moft 

likely co 1)C advnnLag ~o· 1s; but if, after 

having n1ade one voy9ge with your 

uncle, you ihould feel a repugnance to 

his profeffion, you i11all not only be left 

at liberty to follow your O\Yn inclination, 

bnt 1nay depend upon ir, that my bro­

ther ,-..:ill ufe his endeavours to pro111ote 

your intercft in whatever way of life 

you n1ay n1ake choice of; for your be­

haviour has been fo praifoworthy, that 

it has increafed my afie~ion, and aug-· 

rnented my tenderncfs; .:.nd whilf\: I love 

you for endeavouring to conquer a 

c 4 childiG1 
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childi(h difguft, I admire the n1oti vc 
that infpired it; for 1 am fure your re­
folution proceeded from a defire of ful­
E.llin g 1ny wiil1es. 

Mortimer aifured his mamma, that it 
fhould be the fiudy of his life to pro­
mote her happinds; and, after em­
bracing her with the moft filial affection, 
was gojng to fetch a book to read, 
when i1e ,vas alarmed by a moft violent 
!11rie k fro1n lVIatilda. Mrs. Lafcelis 
flew to difcover the caufe, ,,-hen {he 
vas 1net by the child, breathlefa with 

terror, and fcrca1ning out, a fpider ! ~ 
fpider ! 

Mrs. Lafcells took the infecc fron1 
her {boulders, and placed 1t carefully 

upon ... 
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upon the branch of a rofe tree neat 

which they ftood,_ and, taking Matilda 

by the hand, aik.ed what could have 

induced her to utter f uch alarn1ing 

cnes. 
' 

Oh ! n1amma, replied the child, be­

caufe I am fo dreadfully frightened at 

a fpider. 

And why are you frightened at it ? 

faid Mrs. Lafcells. Is there any thing 

very terrific in its appearance ? did you 

not perceive that I touched it, and was 

not hurt? 

Yes, nrnn1ma, replied Matilda; but 

l\lifs Harcourt iays they are d1 e1d ful 

C 5 things; 
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things; and {he always fcrcams if il1e 
but fees one. Bur, my dear Caroline, 
continued !virs. Lafcells, I would haye 
youjudg"' for yourfelf, and not be biatfed 
by the 1Jr< udices of a weak little girl 
like lVIifs f-Iarcou, t. Take up the fpi­
der, and pl~ce it upon your arm, and 
you v/11 be convinced it is perfectly 
harr:1lefs. - ':'here is not any thing fo 
trou blefo;nc, er [ o fooliD1, as thofe little 
prejudic~s ,vhish 1nany people indulge 
to their own 11fcomf- rt, and the tor-
1nent of their conneAions. One young 
bdy dare not aml:L herfelf with a walk, 
for fear of meeting a cow; another is 
withheld fro1n croffing the 1noft beau­
tiful meadow, fro1n the apprehenfion 
0f being annoyed by a frog; and a 

third 
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third is thrown into hyfierics by the 

barking of a dog, which, the timid crea­

ture chufes to fancy, has the appearance 

of being mad. ln !hon, it is not pof­

fible to ctefcribe the catalogue of difiref­

fes which thefe affecred n11fles are heaping 

on then1fclves, fron1 the 1nere want of a 

little refolution; but life, n1y dear child: 

is fo full of real evils, that we need not 

create irnaginary ones; and therefore, I 

Lope you will follow the example your 

brother has fet you, and conquer your 

prejudice againfl fpiders, a" he has 

done his to water. 

C 6 CI-IA P. 



CHAP. IV. 

JlTST as Mrs. Lafcells was pointing. 
out to her daughter the folly of in­
dulging prejudices, the poft-man arrived 
and delivered two letters ; the one ad­
dreffed to Admiral Mortin1er, and the 
other to 1\1rs. Lafcells; the former con­
tained an order for him to join his fhip 
as foon as poffible; and the latter was 
from Lady Burnaby, requefting Caro­
line's company on the following l\1onc1ay,. 
to pafs a month at Burnaby-Hall. 

Admiral Mortin1er had expected the 
fum1nons, and had therefore fet out for 

Wine heft er 
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\Vinchefrer as foon as he obtained his 

nephew's confent to accompany him, 

or the purpofe of having his things 

completed with the utmoH: difpatch; 

and on the evening of that day, his 

jacket and trowfers arrived from the 

taylor's. 

No child could be more delighted at 

dreffing her new doll than he was in af­

fifting his nephew to new-rig, as he 

termed it; and when he was con1p1etely 

equipped, he turned him round and 

round 1nore than a dozen ti1nes, ex­

clai1ning, that he was as tight a built 

fellow as any in his n1ajefty's fervice, and 

that he'd be bound to fay, as found bot­

tomed too. Then, clapping him on the 

back, 
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back, he put a purfe with ten guineas 

into his hands, defiring he would 

give his fifl:ers fomething to remember 

him by: - tho' for the matter of that, 

continued he, I don't believe the pretty 

creatures would forget you. 

l\1ortin1er looked at the pnrfe, and 
then at the Admiral alternate!y, ~s if 
doubting the poffibility of its belonging 

to him: and, addreffing himfe]f to his 

uncle, faid, Surely, Sir, you do not me~n 

all this for me ? 

Yes I do, my honefi fellow, replied 

the Admiral; for I n1uft have you 

know how to ufc 1noney ; and I have 

no fears that you will ahufe it ~ go 

along, 
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along, and fhow yourfelf to )rout· 

mother. 

"\Vhen Mrs. Lafcells beheld the exul­

tation that appeared in his countenance 

as he prefented himfelf before her, !he 

was fearful of checking it by an in­

dulgence of her tendernefs; but the 

idea of the difl:~nce that would foon di­

vide then1, forced itfelf upon her jma­

girnHion, and overpowered her feelings ; 

and, preffing hin1 to her bofom, {he de­

fired hitn to look for his fifl:crs, as they 

would be delighted at his appearance. 

11ortimer faid not a word to his fifters 

about his t1ncle's liberal icy , as he inten­

ded to furprizc the1n \Yith his prefent ; 

and 



and by fix o'clock the next morning, 

the Adn1iral and himfelf both fet off for 

Winchefter, under pretence of feeing 

whether his cot and all his things were 

ready; but in fact to purchafe the in­

tended prefents. 

After turning over half the things in 
the jeweller's fhop, he refolved to buy 

Caroline a gold locket, and to put fame 

of his hair into it; and Matilda a very 

large wax-doll; but what to prefent his 

1namma with, was a matter he could 

not determine, until his uncle infon11ed 

him he perceived her pocket-book was 

grown very fhabby, and thought a new 

one would be very acceptable .. 
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V{illia1n and the two maids were al[ o 

to receive f01ne mark of his eftee1n ; and 

Dame J ohnf on was not to be forgotten. 

For the fonner, he hought a handfome 

India filk handkerchief; for the maids, fix 

yards of broad ribbon and an apron each; 

and for Dame J ohnfon, a nice thick co­

loured fhawl, to keep her poor old 

!boulders warm when the cold weather 

arrived. 

All thefe articles were put into the 

carriage ; and l\1ortimer was indulging 

the n108: agreeable ideas fron1 the plea­

fure he was g•)ing befiow, when they 

were all dif"perfed by his uncle's faying, 

\Vell, my heart of oak, to-morrow 

n1orning by this tin1e we ihall be a 

good 

\ 
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good many n1iles on our road to Lon­
don. 

To -1norrow, ·uncle? faid Mortimer, 
1n a faltering tone of voice. 

""l cs, n1y honeft follow, replied the 
Ar1miral; but you n1ufr not fay a word 
about it at ho1ne for your life, for I mean 

to make an undifcovered retreat.- Sir ! 
faid Mortimer. - vVhy you muft know 

(he continued) I h<1ve a bit of the WO• 

1nan about 111e, notwithfl:anding I often 
appear a rough .fort of a fellow : and I'd 

f ooner face the rnouth of a cannon than 
cock up 1ny jib to take a parting kifs of 
thofe who are dear to me; and therefore I 

ahvays fheer off unexpectedly. Now 

YOU\' 
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your 111other thinks we are not to go 

until Thurfday; fo we fhall have no 

ftrean1ing eyes and forrowful looks to 

encounter l and I know you'll be flout­

hearted, and not betray 1uy fecret. 

Morti1ner pron1ifed a compliance with 

his uncle's wifhes; but the thoughts of 

a feparation fo n1uch fooner than he 

expected, cail a dejection over his coun ... 

tenance that made the Adn1iral quite 

unhappy ; and he was forry he had 

n1ade hi1n acquainted with his intention; 

but, by way of raifing his fpirits, he pro­

n1ifcd to return into Hampfhire if the 

fleet remained any tin1e at Sheernefso 

This kind propofal had the defired efw 

r,-..,_ 'bf. 1 ldl iccc ; Jnct c ore t 1ey reac 1e 1ome, 

Mor tin.1er 
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Mortin1er had recovered his uf ual cheer­

fulnefs. 

The prefents were received with the 

moft grateful delight, and the day pa.fled 

off with great chetrfulnefs. 

But when bed.time arrived, and poor 

Mortimer was to take leave of his 

mamma and fifters for the n1gbt, the 

idea of parting was fo dreadful, that he 

could not reftrain his emotion; and, 

pretending fome infect had got into his 

eye, he ga\-e thc1n a hurried embrace, 

und ran to his own apartment. 

As M ·s. L ~fcells h:id no idea of their 

going until Thurfday, fhe paid no at­

tention 

, 

f 

C 
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tention to the circumftance; but merely 

defired hin1 to keep his eye open, and 

wafh it 'vvith cold water. 

The next morning when the fervant 

called her, fhe delivered a few lines from 

the Adn1iral, to give his rea{ons for 

derarting fo unexpectedly; and though 

l\!Irs. Lafceils was grieved at having loft 

her fon fooner than !he bad expected, 

yet il1e was rejoiced at h1.ving been 

f pared the pain of caking leave. 

A few days brought a mofL affectionate 

and dutiful letter from Mortimer, which 

contained the pleafi 1g intelligence of 

his health, and a lively defcrip .. ion of 

his fituation ; for he found f o many boys 

of 



of his own age on board, th:tt he was ai 

happy as a prjnce. 

, I 

Caroline remained at ho1ne a few days, 

and endeavoured, by her cheerfulnefs, 

to keep up her n1an11na's fpirits; but 

at the expiration of that titnc, Lady 

Burnaby fent her carriage; and l\1rs. 

Lafcells and 1V1atilda were left together. 

CH AP. V. 

rvTAMMA (faic.f l\!Iatilda, as fl1e was 

one n1orning feated on a little fi:ool at 

her feet, and dreffing her doll in a new 

frock 

n 
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frock which the houfe-maid had jufc 

n1ade for her) Do you love n1e with all 

your heart? 

Yes, my beloved Matilda, replied the 

affectionate parent, looking at her with 

ineffable tendernefs, and preffing her 

with fondnefs to her n1aternal bofom,­

but why do you aik. the quefl:ion? 

Becaufe, faid Matilda, all mamn1as 

don't lo\ e their children ; for Mifs Har­

court's does not, and ufes her very 

cruelly; and fhe's fo fhockingly paffion­

ate, never \Vas any thing like it: then 

fhc beats poor 1\i1ifs I-Iarcourt, and locks 

her up in a dark clofet; and it was 

only 



only yefterday that !he took away her 

beft frock .. 

I doubt, Matilda, replied Mrs. Laf­

cells, that Mifs Harcourt is a very 

naughty girl, and deferves the treat1nent 

of which il1e complains; for as to her 

1na1nma's not loving her, that is abfo-

1u ely impoffible, unlefs her behaviour 

has been fo bad as to defiroy that affec­

tion which every parent n1uft feel for 

their offspring. Do not you perceive, 

continued Mrs. Lafcells, what an affec­

tion even all the anin1al fpecies evince 

for their young ? and with how 111uch 

care and tendernefs they watch over 

them during the period they are in­

capable of proteeting themfelves? and 

can 
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ci,n you, for a moment, fiippofe that 

a being who is endowed with re2.fon and 

reflection, would be lefs fenfible of the 

ihong tye of afle3:ion than a creatnre 

which is only gifted with a natural in­

fiincti,·e feeling, to cheri01 and preferve 

the exifl:ence of its offspring? 

I don't quite underftand you, mamn1a, 

foid the child. \V ell, my love, replied 

l\1rs. Lafcells, then I' 11 explain myfo1f 

in language n1ore adapted to your com­

prehen Gon. You kno\v, when you do 

right or wrong, you have the power of 

reflecting upon your actions; and if you 

h .·ve done ,, ell, vou frel a fort of felf-, 

fa.tisfa{tion, which re\vards you for it; 

D a]ld 
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nnd if the contrary, a kind of felf-re• 

proach, ,vhich acts as ~1. puniflunent. 

0 yes, mamn1a, that I do indeed, 

faid Matilda; for I remember how 111i­

ferable I was the lafl time I had offended 

you, and how f orry I was that you had 

gone out when I \Vas naughty, that I 
had not an opportunity of begging your 

pardon.-\V ell, continued Mrs. Lnfcdls, 

that contrition which you felt, was the 

effect of reaf on and reflection ; but 

grown people feel that impreffion with 

much more force than children; a_nd if 
they omit an att of duty, the re1norfe 

which they endure ccc:ifions the1n ab• 

folute n1ifcry ; and as ,ve all know that 

the tender duty which binds a parent 

to 
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to its child, is one of lhe mofl: forcible 

that can exift, I confider it im poilible for 

a parent to break through it, unlefs a 

fucceffion of undutifulnefs in the child 

weakens that attachment which nature 

has implanted,. And if the animal­

creation, who, as I faid before, are not 

endowed \Vith reafon, feel an impul[e to 

be kind to their offspring, do you not 

fuppofe that thofe who know 1t to be 

their duty to protect them, mufl: expe­

rience it in a 1nuch ftrongcr degree ? 

Oh 1namma, fa.id Matilda, I think, 

and I an1 fure you love me; but if• 

.l\1ifs Harcourt's mamma loved her, (he 

would not keep her G pon bread and 

D2 wmer. 
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water, and fly into fuch violent paffions 

with her. 

Indeed, Matilda, replied her n1amma, 

I am not inclined to think the keeping 

an obftinate paffionate girl upon bread 

and water, any proof of Mrs. Harcourt's 

want of affeaion; for if gentle meafores 

will not bring a fenfe of righr, it tben 

becomes a parent's duty to adopt fevere 

ones; and I always thought lVIifs Har• 

court a very unamiable little girl; and 

now I am convinced of it, or il1e never 

would have expofed the failing in her 

1namma's character. "\Ve are none of us, 

you know, without faults; but if our 

children publifh them, what are we to 

c:xpecl: fron1 other people ? and I am 

fure, 
t 
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fure, 1Vlatilda, your own fcnfe mufi tell 

you how very wrong fuch beha,'iour 

was. 

Indeed n1amn1a, rep] ied M.1til h ) I 

begin to think it was not very ri i11 of 

her.; but you kno v l\!rs. 1~r:i -court 

never [peaks in the pretty 1nanner to 

her that you do to n1e and Caroline; and 

I dare fay, if poor Emily had as good a 

mamma as we have, !he would never 

fay any thing againft her. 

I am not quite of your opinion, Ma­

tilcla, faid Mrs. Lafcells ; for I believe 

E111ily I--Iarcourt to be of a di( pofition 

that kindne(s and affection will make 

very little in1preffion upon. In fhorr, 

D 3 fhe 
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the is a girl whom I wiih you to ha\·e 

Yery little intercourfe with, from an ap­

prchenfion that her conduct and ex,◄ 

ample n1ight have a , cry pern ic:ious ef. 
feet upon a 111ind which I know to be 
naturally amiable; and her even having 
given you an idea that a parent did not 

love its child, might be attended \, ith 

the ·1noft painfi..J confcquences; for 
v.1henever I found it neceiiiry to punifh 

you in future for a faull, it n1ight give 

you an idea of its proceeding from a 

want of affection, when it ought to be 

the moft conYincing proof of my ten­

dernef~; for if l did not Jove you, of 

courfe, l fhould b-:- i •1different to your 

afcions, and nor giyc n1,rfdf the trouble 

of cbaflifing your faul cs. 

The 
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The conyerfiu.ion \'.'8.S l1erc interrupted 
r r. . ...l • , 

by the car:-a.nce or the nur:..c-ma1u, \\'ttll 

a f qu~rc of fine.: m 1£1in in h•~r hand, torn 

into three or fonr large :fli:s. 

I an1 iorry, 1nadan1, faid Betty as fhe 

entered, to be obliged to complain of 

tviifsMatilda; but, really, yeCterday even­

ing, when you were oct, her behaviour 

as well ~.s l\tiifs l--Iarcourt's was fo very 

rude, I could not poffib1y manage then1; 

and tho~ gh it was your defire i'.'liis i/Ia.­

tikla fhuuld never go into the kitchen, 

it was ouc of 1ny pm\ er to prevent it; and 

when I ,1ttempted to rake them aw-;:._y by 

force, tLcy ca 1ght bo!d of n1y work, and 

tore ir in the manner you :e~. 

Matilda's 
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, 11acilc1a's counten~ncc was infl:antli 
overfpre~d v, ith, the blufl1 of confcious 

(hame; and, creeping behind her mam­

ma's chair, ihe burft into a flood of 
tears. 

l\1rs. Lafcclls, unmit1<lful of hc1· 
daughter's en1otion, enquired of Be.tty 
whether it was the firft titne Matilda had 
conducted hcrfolf improperly when l\1ifs . 
1--larcourt was with her; and, upon be" . 
ing informed tlnt her bdn.viour was 
always diffcr~nt at thofe periods, fhe re. 

foh·ed to check all farther intimacy ; 

and, defiring Matilda imn1cdiatcly to 

!\~tire to her ow11 apartment, 01e con• 

fidered it indi fpenfably neceffary to fend 

that infl:an r an apology to ~1lrs. I--fa.rcourt 

for 
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for her child's not being able to accept 

an invitation they received for the fol­

lowing day. 

CI-I A P. VI. 

Although l\tirs. I...,afcclls loved her 

children with the 1nofl: exquifite tender­

nefs, yet it was not that kind of blind 

partiality which thre\V a Yeil over their 

failings : on the contrary, fhe was n1ore 

open to the conviction of their errors 

than to thofc of any other children; and 

never difcoyered a fault without re­

folving to endeavour to eradicate it . 

.. Iatilda therefore was not only n1iierable 

D 5 at 
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at the idea of having incurred her 
rn.amma's difplcafure, but was doubly 
llnhappy, fro111 the dread of punifh­
n1ent that might prob2.bly be inflicted ; 
and when l'vlrs. Lafcells entered the roo1n 
where f11e was fitting, her dejected ap­
pearance fofcene<l the anger her impro­
per behaviour h:1d produced ; and after 
expreffing the concern fhe felt at hc;:i.r­
ing fo unfa,1ourab!e an account of her 
condu 13:, f11c dc:ircd to know what rc­
co,11penic f11e intended to make Betty 
for the handkcrcl ief which f11e had to­

tally deftroyed ? 

AsMatilch was ll!l~1ble to reply to this 
que[lion, I 1Irs. L afcclls proceeded :­
yon know, IVlatilda, if you con11nit a 

fault, 
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fat1lr, the only thing you can do is to 

folicit forgivenefs; but if you do an in­

iury, an ample reparation is abfolutely 

neceffary. Af, you have no muilin to 

give: Betty, it is right yon ihould bny 

h.:r f 0111t~ ; and I have brought yoi1 the 

three lnlf-crowns \\hich were put by for 
I 

the purpofc of purchafing your wax-doll., 

tlnt you m~1..r ha-re the fatisfaction of 

doing it. 

P11LLl itda looked alternatelv at her 1nam-
✓ 

rna ancl the half-crowns, and then fa.id, 

with a (igh, but when {hall I be able to 

buy my ,.vax-doll, ma1nma? 

"\Vhen you have acquired the !1abit 

of fubduing your paffions, r~plied Mrs. 

LafcelL, and are not obliged to f pend 

D6 your 
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your favings in making reparation for 

the indulgence of them ; but as I do 
not mean to allow you an opportunity 
of being induced to do wrong by . bad 

advice, I Batter n1yfelf I f11all not ha Ye 

the n1onification of hearing that you 
baye again acred in a manner fo calcu­

lated to m2ke me unhappy. Matilda 
pron1ifed never to be guilty of the like 
behavour; and l\1rs. LaCcells, perceiving 
the fincerity of her farrow, preffed her 

to her bofon1., and the fault was for­
gotten. 

The next 1nornrng Matilda went to 
her mamma's bed - fide at an early 
hour, and with eyes fwimming in tears, 
told her, poor little Fidelle -vvas fo dread-

fully 
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fully ill, that he could not crawl out of 

his houfe; and befot1ght her to get 

up immediate! y, and come to his 

ailifl:ance. 

Fidelle was not only a favourite with 

' 
his little mifl:refs, but every perfon in 

the houfe was partial to hin1 for his good­

nature and att1chment. Mrs. Lafcells 

arofe with alacrity to ad111inifler to his 

relief: but when !11e beheld the tortures 

the poor little ani1nal endured, ihe was 

fenfible all affilance would be vain, as 

he really feen1ed in the very agonies of 

death; but as his con1plaint appeared 

to be in his bowels, fhe ga~:e him a 

large quantity off weer oil, and had him 

put into fome warm water. 

Carol •• 1e 



Caroline Hood \Veeping over her little 
favourite; ·who, notwithflandino· his tor-o 

ture, was fenfible of her carefles, ~nd a~ 

ihe rubbed his fl:on1acb, in hopes of re­

lieving him, would lick htr hand, and 

look at her with an ex prefiion of gratitude 

in his countenance that was thoroughly 

affecting. However, all atten1pts to rni­

tjgate his agony pro\·ecl incffrctu~l, :inll 

in leis than two hours after iVfr.ti]da bad 

called for affiftance, the poor little dog 

expi:ed, to the heanfelt di CT refs of 

its mifl-refs, and the regret of the "hole 

family. 

I\'Tatilda abfoluteJy mJde he1 felf ill 

by crying ; and it was fome time before 

her nrnmrna could con-vince her how 

wrong 



wrong it was to indulge her feelings 

.. o fo violent an excefs. 

I ~dmire fenfibility, my dear l\1atilda, 

faid 1\-irs. Lafcells, and 01ould have b~en 

fhocked if I had perceived no 1narks of 

fo:-ro:v for the death of your little favour­

ite; but l cannot bear to fee yon feel 

as much for the c eath of an anim·· 1 as 

vou :houl<l do for the lofs of a fri nd • 
., 

Supp0[c it had ple1fed Go<l to ha,Tt: de-

prived you of your fifler's affect io . or 

nq 1naternal tcnderncfs, w~uld not that 

ha\ e bten a n: uch fr verer lo~, than the 

one you ha \·e fuftained ? Y CL-, 1f that 

n1isfortune had · befallen Y?U, it would 

haYe been your luty to ha :e fob1n1ned 

with refignacion to the wi.11 of that Being 

who 



who gave us life, and has a right to 
recall it. 

Oh man1ma, fa.id l\1atilda, fobbing 

aloud at the very idea, and throwing her 

arms round Mrs. Lafcells' neck, I fhouid 

die if I was to 1ofe either you or Caro­

line! Indeed, indeed, I il1ould. 

I hope, n1y beloved girl, replied l\lrs. 
Lafcells, fuch a misfortune i~ not in ftore 

for you; - but you mufl endeavour 

to ann your mind with fortitude, to 

enable you to bear whate\-cr evils the 
Ahnight y may think proper to affii[t you 

with; for n1isfortunes are intended for 

fon1e wife end, and therefore to murmur 

at the decree of Providence, mufl be 

both prefum pcive and difpleafing. 
But 
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But mamma, faid 11atilda, did not 

you murn1ur \vhen my poor papa died ? 

for Betty often tells 1ne how fo.dly grieved 

you were. 

Grieved .r indeed I contint1ed Mrs. 

I.-'afcclls (with n figh that evi need 

how m\1ch c\'cn the rccollcB ion of her 

fliffcrings pained her) but though I 

confidcred the death of your dear 

fn.thcr as one of the fevereft misfor ... 

tunes that could have befallen n1e, 

yet l endeavoured to ii1 pport it with re­

fignation; and reflected upon the ble!f .. 

ings which Heaven fiill allowed n1e to 

enjoy, and was grateful l I alfo confi .. 

dercd the fuperior n1iferies which n1any 

f my fellow-creatures were compelled 

to endure, and found that my own were 

light 
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light in co1nparifon: but, continued Mrs. 
La:cells, when I think you old enough 
to comprehend that excellent book the 
Bible, you will read a Yery interefting 
ftory incecd of a n1an whofe name was 
Job; whofe misfortunes were of the 
feverefl: nature, yet who fopported then1 
with fuch rcf1gnation, as obtained hi1n tl.e 
favour of the Almighty. 

I wifh, mamma, faid Matilda, you 
would let me read the Bible; for n1y 
fifl:er tells me there are a great many 
pretty ftories; and I want to know all 
about Job. 

You fball read it, my love, ret lied 
1\1rs. Lafcells, as foon as I think vou 

can 



can underCT:and the fublime truths you . 

will there meet with; yet I do not ap­

prove putting that incftirn1ble book into 

the hands of a child until fhe is, in fo1ne 

n1cafure, capable of relifhing its con­

tents : and though I have not time jufl: 

now to give you the hifl ory of Job, I 

w;ll recite it to you at fon1c other periodo 

Mrs. Lafcells's converfation had the 

effect fbe wifhed ; and Matilda's n1ind 

was f0r a ti1ne withdrawn from the con­

tcn1plation of her lofa. However, in the 

evening, fhe enquired of her mamma 

whtther poor Fidclle might not be 

buried; and was informed that John 

ha.J put him into a little deal-box, and 

dug a hole for him under the pear-tree; 

and 
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and 1\1rs. Lafcells ga,·e her the follow­
ing ljnes, with permiffion to ha,·e them 
placed upon the tree. 

Elegy ()fl the De[I//J of it fa1.,touri!e Lap­
Dog, tv/Jt)j~' J. [11/Jt: . {IS J/·Jtlr,//tJ, 

C1osE to this fpot, in peace, is laid 
Matilda's little fav'rite friend; 

Who at her feet has often play' d, 

Tho' now his gambol's at an end. 

The virtues which Fidelle poffeft, 

Were fuch as n1ight a tribute claim : 
Attach1nent fill'd his little brearL, 

And prov'd he well deferv'd his name. 

Prov'd, 
de 



Prov'd, that tho' precept never taught 

Her little dog to be fincere, 

Yet \\'Orth fupply'd the \\'ant of thought, 
. 

And made his very men1'ry dear. 

CHAP. VIL 

].VIA TILDA 1Nas highly delighted 

with the tribute wh~ch her n1, 1nma had 

paid to the m:mory of her little favourite, 

~nd, after expre:1ing her gratitu :le, re­

quefied CT1e \vould tell her the ft )ry of 

-that good man who had fo many troubles. 

Th~t good man's name was Job, my 

dear Matilda, faid Mrs. Lafcel]s; and 

he 

• 



he was one of the richeft men in the 

eaft : he was poffeifed of feven thoufand 

f11eep, three thoufand camels, fiye hun­

dred yoke of oxen, five hundred fhe­

affes; and his fervants and dependents 

were yery numerous. 

Oh m:unma, exclaimed 1\1:atilda, how 

I wi(h you were as rich as Job; and then 

how happy we (bould be ! 

Not a bit more fo, my love, replied 

l\frs. Lafcel1s, than we are at prefent; 

for riches have not the power of con­

ferring happinefs, though they certainly 

are a means of n1iniftering unto it; bu~ 

as we are bleft with a fufficicnt portion 

to procure all the comforts of life, we 

ought 

" t 
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ought not to wifh for its fuperfluities.­

But to return to my hiftory: - Job was 

fenfible that all the bleilings of this life 

were derived fron1 the benevolent hand 

of his Niaker; and not only poured 

forth his gratitude in daily praifes for 

the benefits he enjoyed, but taught his 

children to do the fame. In fhort, every 

action of his life was fuch as did credit to 

him as a chn ftian, and honour as a 1nan t 

But as he had been a total flranger to 

n1isfortune, the Almighty thought 

proper to n1ake a trial of his faith and 

refignation, and fee whether his cha­

racl:er would fhine as confpicuoufly ami­

able in ad verfi ty as it had done in prof­

penty. 

One 
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One evening as he was conte1nplating 

the bleffings he enjoyed) and refleding 

with gratit 1Jde upon the111, he perceived 

one of his fervants running towards 

him, in great fpeed, with a countenance 

expreffi \·e of cala1nity ; and upon en­

qu 1nng into the caufc.', was informed 
that, as the oxen were ploughing in the -

field, and the affes fc::eding by the fide 

of them, the Subeat1s, a neighbourin6 
wJ.rlike IBtion, had ilain the fen·a:-its 

who wei"e guiding them, and had driven 

away the beafts into their own country: 

and wbiHl: the P1an wasdefcribing this cJif­
afi:ero:.1s event, another haft y n1cffengcr 

arrived, to info,·111 him that his whole 

flock of fheep had been defiroyed by 
the effect of lightning ~ Before he ba..l 

corn-

tre 

~e 
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completed his melancholy tale, a tbird 
carne up, to fay that the Chaldeans had 
fallen upon the keepers of the camels, 
i1ain them with their f words, and carried 
the beafts into Chaldea. Afllicl:ive as 
this .intelligcnte muft have been, yet 
Job -received it with rcfignation and for­
titude. But think what mufi have been 

his fenfarions, lvhen he perceived a fourth 
meffer:igcr approach, whofc agitated ap• 
pearance foretold fon1c fidl greater ca .. 
lamity ! U nri.ble to deniand the dif­
trefiing circumftance, he .Glentl y awaited 
the cruel intelligence, and had the n1i­
fery of hearing that, as his feven daugh­
ters and three fons we:e ~11 enjoying 
themfelves in their elder brother'~ houfc 

) a dreadful tempcil lt ofc 
1 

:tnd ' the \rin(J. 
. . 

.E 
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iraged with f uch a degree of violence, 
.. 

as to defl:roy every thing that oppofed 

it ; and fl:riking upon the honfc where 

thefe unfortunate young people were af­

fembled, levelled it to the duft, and 

buried beneath its ruins the laft and 

deareft of that good 1nan's treafures ! 

Oh mamma, faid Matilda, as the filcnt 

iear ftole from her fpeaking eye, how 

did poor Job fupport fuch fad n1isfor-

tunes_? 

As a man and a chrifl:ian ought, my 

dear Matilda, replied Mrs. Lafcel1s; he 

felt them moft feverely, but he prayed 

to God to enable hin1 to bear them; 

?,nd never repined _at his wife decree. 
This 

A 

tle 
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'This mode of condu8: \vas fo pleafing 
to the Aln1ighty, that in procefs of time 
he beftowed upon him greater treaf ure5 
than he had before enjoyed .; for he had 
fourteen thonfand !11eep, fix thoufand 
<:amels, a thoufand yoke of oxen, and 
a thoufand {he--aifes-; and he had feven. 
n1ore fons and thr~c more daughters, all 
of whon1 were dutiful -and affectionate 
children; and he was happier in his old 
age than he had been in his manhood.­
And now, my dear Matilda, faid JVIrs~ 
Lafcells, I hope the hifi:ory of Jobss mif­
fortuncs, and ~he re1Jgn1tion with which 
he bore then1, will be a leffon to you duo' 
life, never to fuffcr your fpirits to be 
depreffed by fligh t calainities : and if 
·:t fhonld be vour lot to encounter o-reat • b 

one½ 

\ 



ones, that it will teach you to fupport . 
them with patience and fortitude. 

Yes, that it !hall, mamma, replied 
Matilda; and whenever I am going to 
fret about trifles, I am detern1ined al-

ways to think of poor Job. 

1.~he entrance of John, with a letter 
for Mrs. Lafcells, prevented her reply­
jog; and as foon as fhe had perufed it, 
fhe .gave Matilda the pleafing intelli­
gence of her fifter's return on the foJ-
)owing Monday. • 

This was joyful news to Matilda, who 
loved Caroline with the moft exquifite 
tendernefs, and who had felt her abfence 

;is 
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as a fevere n1isfortune: · and the remain:; 

ing part of the evening was fpent in con;. 

verfing upon the happinefs that was in 

ftore for her, and in rolling paper for the 

boats of a work-bag, which was in­

tended as a prefent for Caroline on 

her arrivat 

C 1-1 AP. VIII.' 

'THE next morning Mrs. Lafcells 

was agreeably furprifed by a v1fit fron1 

her fifter and her daughter Harriet, a 

li-ttle girl of Matilda's age. 

E 3. 
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Mrs. Collier had adopted a very dif--: 
ferent mode of educating her children 
to that which Mrs .. Lafcells had pracrifed. 
As foon as they were old enough, they 
were fent to fchool ; and when they were 
at home during the vacation, they paifed 
the whole of their tin1e i!1 the nurfery •. 

J\ s Mrs. Lafcells knew her fifter had 
an averfion to the fociety of children,_ 
fl1e was obliged to deprive herfelf of the 
pleafure of Matilda's company, though 
eight or ten times in the courre of the 
day £he would run up fl:airs into the 
nurfery, to take a peep at the object of 
her affection. 

The firfl: day of Harriet's arrival, the 
two coufins were the beft friends in the 

world;. 
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,Vorld ; but on the fecond: there was a.­

great divifion of. opinion ; and on the 

third, as Mrs: Lafrells approached the 

door, ihe heard, Harriet reproaching 

Matilda for her ignorance of the French 

language ; and Matilda, not to be 

anywife behind hand with her, re­

torting upon her coufin, with fame 

afperity, and boafting of the per­

fecl:ion with -which fhe played upon the · 

piano; and the want of ik.ill with which 

the other performed. 

Mrs. Lafcells expreifed her concern 

that Matilda (hould have been fo igno .. -

rant of the rules of politenefs as to dif­

pute with her v,ificer ·; and after expa-
. . 

uat1ng upon the in1propriety of both 

their 



~ 

t so r 
their behaviour> and the folly of boafl:­
jng of acquirements, ihe told them fbe 
would endeavour to recollect a fable 
y.,hich {he had written fome years ago; 
,1nd which was not inapplicable to the 
pref ent fu bject. 

The idea of hearing the fable, highly 
grntified them ; . 2nd they intreated l\ilrs. 
Lafcells would fit down and try to recol­
lect it; which, in a few minutes, f11e 
was able to do; and repeated the fol­
lowing lines : 

The Friar and the Pcruper: a Fable. 

A Friar, walking o'er the plain, 
Met with a Pauper in his way; 

And as the clouds portended rain, 
- Each ihelter'd near a flack of bay. 

Son, 
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Son, faid the friar, in foletnn tone, ' 

I marvel much thof e rags you wear.I) ~ 

When, by a little ftrength of bone, 

You'd earn enough to mend that tear ; 

Befides, that idle ufelefs life 

Which you and all your brethren lead, ·. 

I s apt to nurture rage and fhife, 

And all the ills they'i;-e known to·breed. 

Father, reply'd the· vagrant f wai n, 

P racl:i c~. and preachi ng, 'tis confefi , 

Are often fou nd far wide atwain . 

So tell me, pray, who made thy veft ? 

Did thy own hands that garn1cnt fi1ape? 

Or do they earn thy day's fupply? 

Or daft thou e'er provifioa make 

For any hour that paifes by ~ · 

Es 'The ~ 
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The pray'rs which you pretend to pray 
For other fouls befides your own, 

Procure you food for ev'ry day, 
And load that fcrip with meat and bone; 

Whilfl. I~ by praying for myfelf, 
Can hardly find a bit to eat : 

And, as to getting ftore of pelf, 
I've not enough to buy my meat. :. 

But as we both by others live, 

And neither of us earn our fare, 
The lecture you on labour give, 

Jn truth, good father, you might f pare~ 

MORALo 



This little fable's meant to teach · 

A ufeful leifon to n1aakind ; 

And proves, that thofe who love to preachi , 

Their own defecl-s ihould always find. 

Oh mamma, faid Matilda, what a 

pretty fable ; and I think the old friar 

had no bufinefs to find fault with the 

beggar for not working, as he did not 

work himfelf ... 

Certain! y not, replied Mrs. Lafcells; 

and you were not entitled to blame Har ... 

riet for her ignorance of French, as you 

knew that her knowledge of mufic was 

E 6 far 



far f uperior to yours. But the truth isJ 

we are all of us too · apt to view the 

faults of others with a .micro[ co pie ey~, 

whilfl: a Jelf-partiality blinds .us .to our 

own. 

At this moment Matild·a, who had l 

Juft turned her, eyes to the window, ex­

claimed, Oh ·my fifier ! n1y fifier ! ani 

ran out of the room with precipitationi. 

Mrs. Lafcells. and Harriet foliowed; 

and Caroline, jumping from the car• 

riage, was alternately preffed to the bo-

f om of her mamma and fifl:er :-- and a 

fulppier gr.a.up was never affembled. 

Caroline Lafcells had jufl: entered her­

thirteenth year, and was one of the moft 

amiable 



a.miable"' girls in the world. She \Vas 

open, placid, generous, and good-na.:. 

tured ; and poffeifed fuch an infinuat~ 

jog mode of addrefs, that it was -in1- . -

poffible to be in her company without 

admiring her. She had paffed a moft 

pl,eafant ti1ne with her godmother, Lady 

Burnaby, and returned loaded with pre- -

fents for ·Matilda; who received them 

with the livcJieft teftin1onies of joy and t 

gratitude. But as Caroline had no idea 

of meeting her confin Hatriet, fhe had 

broughi:: her no proofs of her affection ; , 

though Matilda's generofity foon pre"l'I 

vented her fiH:er fron1 .feeling uncom­

fortable on that occaGon; and an equal 

diftribution of the prefents was made 

between Harriet and Matilda, which 

produced 
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produced a perfect reconciliation; and 
the little difpute about their fuperiority 
of acquire1nents waa totally forgotten. 

CH AP. IX • .. 

THE next morning a note arrrived 
from Mrs. Champion, the widow of a 
rich Eafl Indian, to invite the young 
folks to a ball on the following Th urf­
day, and to fay, that as it would be 
merely a young party, the hours would 
be very early; and therefore in treated 
Mrs. Lafcells would not refufe. 

The 



The idea of taking a child of eigh.'t 

years old to a ball, firuck Mrs. Lafcell~ , 

as highly riGiiculous; , but as · Mrs. Col­

lier protefted Harriet ibould go, and , 

Caroline intreated that her fifter · might 

have the fame· indulgence, Mrs.-Lafcells . 

at length confented. 

1'1rs. Collier, who deHghted in every­

f pecies of , amufement, .. prevailed upon 

her fifter to accompany the young folks,­

though Mrs. Lafcells at firft declined it, , 

from not being in habits of intimacy­

with Mrs. Champion. A·s it was the 

firft ball ·Matilda had ever been at, her 

little hean bounded· with delight; . and 

fhe could neither eat, drink, nor fieep, at 

the very idea of.ito. 
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l\~ifs Collier was adorned with all the· 
art that ftudy and profufiun could in~ 
vent, whiH-l: her lovely coufins were dref ... 
fed with a fimplicicy and neatnefs that 
was infinitely more. attractive. 

,vhen they arrived at Champion-Hall 
they were met at the door of the faloon 1 

by fhe young men in honour ·of w horn 
the entertainment was given ; and the 
countenance of the one infi:antly pre" 
poffe1fed Mrs. Lafcells in his favour, 
whilft that of the other created a fenfa ... 
tion of abhorrence. . 

Thefe youths, who were joint heirs to · 
an. irnmenfe property, had been educated 

in Engl~nd, but were going to Indi:i in 

the M 



·the following "veek to take po:ffeffion of 

their inheritance; and it was on this oc­

cafion that the ball was given. 

~1ifs Cha1npion was many years youn­

ger than her brothers (who were twins) 

and was certainly in perf on a 1noft lovely 

girl ; but there was a degree ot [elf-im­

portance in her manner, . th-1.t was ftrik-

ingly difgufting. 

AmongCT: the nu111ber of young people 

who attracted the attention of Mrs. Laf­

cells, was a beautiful girl, about twelve 

years old, whofe dejected countenance, 

amongfl a number fo very animated, was 

peculiarly {hiking; and (he refolved tb 

f peak to her the firft convenient oppoi.r-

tun1ty ; , 



tun1ty ; but as the rooms were very · 
cro\vded,. fr was not an eafy 1natter. 

At length the child, by accident, placed 
herfelf near Mr.s. Lafcel1s; and juft as 
fhe was going to add refs her, ihe per. 
(;eived the young 1nan approach whofe 
_prepoffeffing manner had ilru ck her 
when ihe entered. Taking the little 
girl by the hand, my poor Maria, faid 
he,. this is cruelly mortifying to you ; 
but my mother protefls you 01all not 
dance, though I have been trying to 
perfoade her to it for this half hour. -
Seeing !\1rs. Champion drawing near, he 
flipped away, as if fearful of having been 
feen to converfe with the little 11nfortu• 
nate. 

TLe 
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'The converfation Mrs. Lafcells had 

0verheard, was calculated to increafe 

the intereft which the dejected' appear-­

ance of Maria had produced; and going. 

up to her, {he faid, \Vhat is the reafon,, 

n1y love, of your appearing fo very dif~ 

fpirited in fuch a fcene of univerfaL gaiety 

as this? and why do you not mix with 

the lively throng?-

To thefe interrogations the child only 

replied with a figh ;, but at the fame 

time looked around with the uunoft em­

barra:ffmenr, as if fearful of being ob­

ferved [peaking to a {hanger. vVhere 

do you live? continued Mrs. Lafcells~ 

with a ftill fofter tone of voice; for you· 

fee111 unhappy, and I il1ould wiG1 to re­

n:ov.e. lt, 

A tone 
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A tone of kindnefs feemed f o new to 
the poor girl's ear, that !he appeared to 

doubt the reality of the found ; - but, 
acquiring courage by l\tlrs. Lafcells7-· 

manner, !he faid, Indeed I am unhappy, 
madam, but-- But what? my love,' 
faid Mrs. Lafcells.-But I am afraid 

Mrs. Cha1npion f11ould hear 1ne f peak to· 
you.-Never rear, continoed Mrs. Laf~ 
cells, but tell me who you are, and how 
you came in Mrs. Champion's power? 
Mrs. Champion at" this moment - drew · 
near; and the child, terrified at her pre~ 
fence, crept filently away ; and Mrs. 
L'1.fcells had not an opportuni-ty of 
fpeaking to her during the ren1aining. 
part of the evening. 
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As foon as the party was feated in the 

carriage, all the children began exclai1n­

ing againft Mifs Champion's behaviour 

to poor Maria. 

And who is :tv1aria? faid Mrs. Laf­

cells. - She is the daugLter, n1amma,., 

replied Caroline, of poor l\1r. Faulkner, 

the curate, who was killed, you know, 

by a fall frmn his horfe, about two year5 

ago; and Mrs. Champion took Maria 

to be a playfellow for Mifs Champion. 

But you never faw fuch treatn1ent in 

your life! The poor thing happened to 

break a china jar to-day; and for that 

reafon Mrs. Champion would neither let 

her dance or touch one of the f weet­

meats; though I faw Mr. Henry Cham-
. 

pion 
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p;on flip two or three into her hand; · I 
and I could haye kiffed him for it : -
but as to his brother, he fpoke to her 
juft as unbecomingly as Mifs Champion 
did. 

The intereft which Mrs. Lafcells had 
felt at the fight of poor Maria, was at1g-­
mented when ihe was· inforn1ed whofe 
child {he was; and fhe refolved to adopt 
fome method to relieve her from fo irk­
fome a fituation~ though how to accon1-
pliih it was certainly a point of delicacy. 

The next morning Mrs. Collier's car­
riage was ordered to be at the door by 
twelve dclock ; and it was refolved 
that, as they returned from their airing, 
t'hey {hould call at Lbampion-Hall. 

\Vhen 
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vVhen they arrived there, they were 

infonned that Mrs. Champion and he.r 

daughter were out; but upon enquiring 

whether Mifs Faulkner wa-s at home, they 

were anf we.red in the affirmative ... 

Mrs. Lafcells defired to fee her; and 

,vas !hocked a.t the deicription of the 

treatment !he 1net with from a perfon 

who had pretended to receive her fron1 

motives of benevolence. As foon as fhe 

got ho1ne fi1e vYrote a letter to Mrs. 

Faulkner, informing her of Maria's mi. 
ferable fituation, and inclofed at the fame 

time a bill of thirty pounds .; which furn 

11e promifed to pay annually for the 

little girl's board~ and in a few days 01e 

h~d the fatisfacl:ion of receiving an an-

f wer 



. ver from l\.1rs. Faulkner, expreffiye of -
her unbounded gratitude. The poor 
v. oman faid, in her letter, that fhe had 
parted from her child with the moft 

difl:reffing reluctance ; but that l\.1rs. 
Champion's aifurance of kindnefs and 
her own confined circumG:ances, h~cl 
induced her to confent to the propofal: 

and that her heart was beating high with 
pleafure at again enjoying the fociety 01 

her beloved Maria, v,rh01n fhe had taken 

from l\1rs. Champion's protection, un­

der the pretence of being melancholy 
alone. 

The idea of having contributed to 
the happinefs of two unfortunate people, 
conveved to the mind of 1vlrs. Lafcells ..I 

the 

I • 

r, 

p 



( 97 ) 
the n1oft refined gratification; but as 
her income vvas not large, fhe knew 1t 
would be neceffary to make f ome re..­
trenclunen t, to enable her to adminifier 
to the con1forts of poor l\1rs. Faulkner; 
and {he pointed out to her children the 
fatisfacl:ion fhe received in adopting that 
plan. - Caroline no fooner 11eard thi~ 
than fhe immediately propofod they 
fhould e?ch of them receive only eigh .. 
teen-pence, infl:ead of half a crown, for 
their weekly allow1nce. 

l\1rs. Lafcells was highly delighted at 
this proof of the amiable turn of her 
daughter's mind; but declined accept­ing the propofal. 

CH.AP~ 



CH AP. X. 

WHEN the morning arrived for 

Mrs. Collier's departure, Harriet re .. 

quefted her aunt would give her a copy 

of the Fable {he had repeated to M atil · 

da and herf elf. 

Mrs. Lafcells informed her that ilie 

had not time then to write it out; but 

offered to give her fome lines which il1e 

had compofed the night !he came frotn 

lVIrs. Champion's; and told her the idea 

had been fuggcfted from the different 

traits of character which {he had ob-

fcrved 



.. 
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fon·cd 111 the countenances of the tWt1t 

brothers. 

Harriet was delighted at the profpefr 

of poffeffing fome poetry of her aunt's 

compofing : and Mrs. Lafcells took out 

her pocket-book, and pi-efented to het 

the following lines : 

l'irtue and -Pict. 

Fr0tn India's genial ifies were fenl 

1'wo eaftcrn boys, vvith the intent 

That, in this free ?.nd gen'rous land, 

Their n1i:-ids n1ight polifh and expand. 

The one w2.s noble, brave, and jufl:; 

_His heart a fi:rJ.nger to dirl:ruft; 

\Vith manners ftrikingly refin'd, 

" nd graceful; from a poli!h:d mind. 

i,· 2 Th~a 
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1~hat mind, the feat of ey'ry grace, 

Illun1in'd an expreffive face; 

At gen'rous deeds his breafl would glow, 

And tremble at a tale of woe ! 

Such was the one. But mark the other; 

And wonder at the name of Brother! 

Imperious, artful, mean, and vain: 

His plea[ ure was in giving pain. .. 

In fhort, he'd pract:ife ev'ry art 

That could difgrace the hu1nan heart !­

Ten circling years had rapid flown 

Since they had left the Torrid Zone: 

And Henry had improv'd his thought 

W1th all the learning fcience taught; 

Bllt Edward felt no emulation ; 

And fl.udy was his deteftation. 

; ... nd now the time approach'd again 

V 1lien they il1ould view that diflant plain 

"\Vhere 
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\ \ "!1cre ihw'ry 's gloon1 y horrors rife 

1'o fill the heart with fear and fighs ! 

As they approach'cl their native land, 

Tbc cbon fhvcs crowd on the ftr:i.nd ; 

Anxious-their future fate to trace 

!n either n1after's fpeaking face. 

The foft'ning look which Henry gave 

As he retreated from the wave, 

lrnparted co1nfort to their breaft, 

And feem'd to fay, with me there's reft t 

. Seem'd then to fay, their ftate he'd n1end, 

And prove himfelf the negro's friend! 

But when they turn'd to Edward's face, 

A chilling fear appall'd the race; 

And tho' they had not felt h:s pow'r, 

They trembl'd for the future hour. 

Foreboding looks each eye expreft, .· 

And apprehenfion fwell'd each breaft ! 

F 3 Thus 
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T'hus the poor hen, appall'c.l with fear> 

Tren1bles whene'er the hawk is near; 

.And, as ihe calls her little train, 

Her beating bofom proves her pain! 

MoRAL, 

When the ftern paffions a~ expreft 

That lodge within the mind, 

:Expect no kindnefs from that breaft, 

Nor friendfhip hope to find ! 

:Hut when benevolence you read 

In each expreffivc eye, 

Why then expeB: a friend in need, 

'\Yho:U (hare ea.ch heartfelt figh, 

Tlunk 

• 



Thank you a thoufand times, annt 

faid Harriet; for it is very pretty 1n­

i:kcd. 

But, pr.iy, tnan1ma, faid Carol,ine, do 

you think you can always tell a perion's 

dif pofition by their face ? 

No, my love, replied Mrs. Lafcells, 

by no means; but where the characrer 

is fo ftrongly marked in the countenance 

as it is on the young Champions, it is 

almoft impoffible to be deceived; and 

the little trait we had of their dif pofi­

tions in their conduct to poor Maria, 

proved that my opinion was well found­

ed. But I (hould be very f orry to fet 

up for a judge of phyfiognomy, C?,ro• 

F4 line, 
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line, becaufe I know that it frequently 
leads to the drawing unfavourable opi­
nions of very worthy characters. 

Mrs. Collier's carriage now drove up 
to the door ; and though Matilda and 
Ha!"riet had difputed feveral times, yet 
the idea of a feparation feemed equr.lly 
painful to both; but the profpecr of 
foon meeting again, reconciled them, in 
fome degree, to parting. 

l\1atilda flood at the window until 
the carriage was out of fight ; wh( n, 
drying up her tears, 0Je faid, I wif11, 
man1ma, Harriet had never come here, 
I feel fo unhappy now Ihe has left us ! 

That 
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. That is heing very ungrateful, 1\1!.• 

tilda, replied Mrs. Lafcells, for the plea­

f ure you have experienced in her fociety. 

Though happinefs is not of long dura-:­

tion, yet we ought to receive the portion 

that is beftowed with gratitude to that 

Being who confers it ; and, infread of 

repining at his dif penfations, acknow­

ledge with humility that our enjoyments 

greatly exceed our deferts. 

Soon after Mrs. Collier's departure, 

Mrs. Lafcells propofed taking a walk, 

· by way of endeavouring to diilipatc the 

melancholy which always fuccecds a fe­

paration fr01n thofe perfons who are dear 

to us . . 

F 5 
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Caroline walked by the fide of Iler 

mamma, whi1fl: Matilda amufed herfelf 

by running, jumping, and gathering 

flowers. As ihe felt herfelf rather rired,­

~nd had outwalked her mamma, fhe fat 

herfelf down on, a bank, by the fide of a 

rivulet., to refl:, and wait until Mrs. Laf­

cells reached· her; when, turning her 

head to the other fide, fhe beheld the. 

figure of a poor• man ftretched out upon 

the grafs, whofe pallid countenance be­

fpoke ficknefs,. and whofe tattered gar­

ments ev~inced poverty ! 

Starting from her feat,. {he bounded 

back to her ma1nma, and told her fhe 

had feen a poor man dying through want,. 

fue believed. 

At 
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At this intelligence Mrs. Lafcells 

quickened her pace, and came up to the 

man juft as he was attempting to 

rife ; but which he was incapable of 

doing. 

My good friend, faid Mrs. Lafcells, 

1 fear you are ill! Where do you come 

from? and whither are yon going? 

I'm ill indeed ! my dear good lady, 

replied the poor creature, in the n1oft 

enfeebled accents. I came only from 

the neighbouring town ; but I have had 

a cancer many years; and I was told 

there is a plant grows by the fide of the 

rivulet that is good for it, ~nd fo 

I thought I'd e'en try 1t; but the walk 

F 6 has 
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has been rather too much for n1e; and 
God knows how I fhall get home again ! 

But had you no one to fend ? fai.d 
jMrs. Lafcells. I am fure you are in 
1nuch too \Veak a ftate to have under ... 
taken fuch a walk. Have you no wife,­
no children, nor no friend? 

This queftion feemed to aroufe all the 
poor crecitwre's feelings; and, burfting 
into tears, he exclaimed, No ! no ! I 
bave outlived then1 all; and t.lie more's 
my misfortune ! 

Carofine and Matilda both fympa-­
thized with the unhappy {hanger; and, 
befeeching him not to cry) emptied their 
purfes into his lap. 

fu 
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As Mrs. Lafcells perceived he was­

utterly incapable of walking home,. fhe 
was under the utmoft anxiety to think 

how he could be got thither ( as they 

·~ were three miles from the town) when, 

fortunately, !he perceived a countryman 

walking in the adjoining field. A little 

exertion of her voice foon brought him. 

to the fpot ; and !he requefted he would 

run to Mafter Cowley's, thew heel wright~ 

~nd beg he would fend his little cart ;. 

~nd that n1~ would repay him for the 

\rouble$-

nuring the time the cottager WM 

gone for the cart, the little girls employed 

themfehes in gathering the plant which 

the poor man had co1ne in fearch of;. 

but 
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but which he was too 1nuch fatigued to 

procure ; and when they had got a large 

handful, they all fat down by him, 

and heard the following little hiftory of 

his forrows, which Mrs. Lafcells defired 

him to relate. 

• 

C H AP .. XI. 

I ,v A S born, madam, faid the pJor 

man, at a fmall village about four ,niles 

fron1 Cambridge; n1y name is P.irf ons ; 

and my father was a miller. As I wa's 

an only child, my parents lu1moured me 



,, 
\ III ) 

in all my little untoward ways; and 

being rather headftrong, by the time 

I was fourteen years. old, I was 1nafter 

both of rn y father and mother ; and 

would not take their advice about any 

thing. l\1y father wanted me to follow · 

his trade;. but I had got acquainted 

with a boy at Cambridge vvho was going 

to fea; and nothing would fatisfy me 

but I muft go· with him. l\1y father 

begged, and my mother cried, but· all 

in vain ; f o when they found 1 would 

be nothing but a failor, they fpent their 

laft farthing· to Fig me out like· a gentle-­

man. Accordingly I went on board a 

fuip that was going to, be ftationed in. 

the Mediterranean; and, unfortun·arely r 

we fell in with fome Algerine corfairs? 

who 



( 112 ) 

who took us prifoners; and I was car­

ried 1n chains into Algiers. Then,. 

n1adam, I began to repent of not 

having followed n1y parents advice;. 

and all the mifery I had brought upon 

them, fell heavily upon myfelf. 1£1 

madam, I was to tell you all the hard­

ihips I went through for nine years iB 

that fiate of :flavery, it would n1ake your 

heart ache, although I brought it on 

n1yfelf, by my undutiful behaviour._ But 

one day, a& l was watering the garden 

at the top of tHe houfe ( for in that coun­

try, madan1, the houfes are all :flat at top, 

and have gardens upon them) a Chriftian 

gentleman, a friend of my n1afler's, 

came up to me, and aik.ed me my name, 

and feveral other queftions. But, to 

make 
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111ake fi1ort of my ftory, he liked n1y 

looks, and bought me from tny mafter. 

Well, n1adam, in n1y new place I lived 

three years, and grew a great favourite 

with n1y n1after; but at that tin1e it 

pleafed God to take hin1 ; and I was. 

again without a friend in the world ; 

but as my poor mafter had left me my 

fre-:,.iom, and I had faved a little money, 

I contrived to procure my paifage to Eng-­

land, and refolved to fpend the reft of 1ny 

days with n1y poor father and mother, 

and make tht.m a1nends, by my future 

kindnefs, for all 1n y paft ill behaviour. 

But fcarcely had I fet my foot on Eng~ 

lifh land when 1 was met by a prefs .. 

gang, and hoifted on board a tender, 

~ ·here I remo.ined fcveral week:,, and 

then 
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then was removed to a n1an of war; and 

in an engagement with the Spaniards 

loft one of my eyes, and had three of 

my ribs broken. When I came home, 

the fir ft thing I did was to go to N ox ton ; 

but alas ! 1ny poor parents were no more; 

and T had the mifery of hearjng they 

h.:d died of a broken heart! Having 

been bred to no trade, and poifeffing 

no money, I knew not how to get a live­

lihood; but as I was fond of gardening, 

I turned my mind to that, and got into 

place as under - gardener. At length, 

Madc1.1n, I married the houfe-1naid, and 

took a li ttle fpot of my own ; and it 

pleafed God to blefs my undertakings. 

I had two fons : and there began my 
farrows i for all the mifery I had 

brought 
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brought on 1ny poor parents was doubly 

heaped on 1ny own head! My poor dear 

wife was always of a fickly turn; and 

the grief her unworthy children brought 

upon her, foon put an end to her life : 

and fince her death 1 have been attacked 

with this dreadful complaint, which I 

think will foon releafe me from all my 

f orrows. But as I have nothing to live 

by but my labour, I was willing to try 

if the he1 bs I was told of would give me 

a little eafe, for 1 have been fo much 

worfe this lait we-::k, that I was unable 

to work. I changed my lai1:. half crown 

this n1orning.-And now, young ladies, 

faid the poor 1nan, add reffing h in1Celf to 

the chit. ··en, I hope the account of my 

n1.isfortunes will teach you to be duti• 

ful 
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ful to your parents, and never to aa 
contrary to their advice; for all n1y dif­
treffes _ were brought on n1e by my mvn 
headftrong actions; and if I had fol­
lowed the advice of my father, I fhould 
never have gone through fuch hardiliips : 
but thofe who act undutifully to their 
parents, are fure to have the fin vifite<l 
on their own hcads.-Here the arrival 
of the cart put an end to the poor man's 
obfervations; and as it drove flowly to­
wards the village, it was f ol}o\ved by 
Mrs. Lafcells and her two daughters. 

They had not walked above a mile:, 
when they n1et f\.Irs. Seymour and her 
daughter, who intrearcd Mrs. Lafcel1s 
to re-turn with theni to the grove, and 

[pend 
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ipend the day there ; but as Mrs. I-'al• 

cells had predetermined to go to the 

poo!" n1an's houfe and engage fame per­

fon to take care of hin1, ihe declined the 

invitation; refolving not to let an en­

gagement of pleafure interfere with an 

act of duty. 
,. 

When Mrs. Sc:ymour found ilie could 

not prevail with her friend to fpend the 

day with her, {he offered to accompany 

her part of the way {he was going: and 

the young people walked on firft, and 

began the following converfation : 

I . wonder, my dear Caroline, faid 

Charlotte Seymour, what is the reafon 

your mamma will not dine with us to­

day? 



( 118 ) 

-day? and, as you are not going out, I 

think it is abominably crof's. 

Don't fay it's crofs, replied Caroline, 

for my mnmma is incapable of being fo; 

hut 1 dare fay it is becaufe fhe wants to 

go and fee a poor old man whom we 

accidentally met in the fields, and who 

has not a friend in the world ! 

Well, exclaimed Charlotte, I think 

that is a fine compliment to 1ny mamn1a, 
, 

howe\·er ! to think that il1e fhould pre-

fer going to fee a poor wretch that (he 

knows nothing of, to paying a vifit to 

her friend. ! 

Caroline, who both loved and vene­

rated her parent, was quite cxafperated at 

' 
~~ 



( 119 ) 

hearing her f poke difrefpectfully of; and, 

withdrawing her arm which fl1e had put 

within Charlotte's, and colouring with 

refentn1ent, fhe faid, Indeed, Charlotte, 

jf you can't entertr~in me with any thing 

n1ore agreeable than your rl1fapprobation 

of my mamma's conduct, I don't wifh 

to walk with you. 

Mifs Sey1noui-, who really was very 

partial to Caroline, begged her pardon 

for what (he had faid. But indeed, n1y 

dear, Caroline, {he contined, your mam .. 

1na has fuch a num ber of old fail1ioned 

notions, that I n. ·11 fearful {he will quite 

f poil you. I hear you all attend the 

Sunday-fchool every Sunday morning; 

and that even yon fit down and turn 

two-penny 
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two-penny fchool-miftrefs; but I catt 

fcarcely believe it poflible ! 

It is very true, I affure you, rep1ied 

Caroline; and if you were once to ex­

perience the pleafure which I do fron1 

the employment, you would neither 

think it aftoni!hing nor ridiculous. 

. Well, I proteft, faid Charlotte, I have 

a great mind to go with you next Sun­

day; for it will help to pafs away the 

time, and it always is fuch a horrid tedi­

ous day with me, I never know what to 

do with myfelf. 

By this time Mrs. Seymour felt her­

felf fatigued; and calling to her daugh­

ter, 
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tel') wifhed Mrs. L1fcells good morning, 

and returned to the grove. 

CH AP. XII. 

MRs. LASCELLS did not reach the poor 

man's cottage until io111e time after he 

had arrived there : and the order which 

£he found all his little utenfils arranged 

in, was really aftonifhing. 

The firft thing fhe did was to fend 

for Mr. I-b.111mond the apothecary; 

who declared his debility was more the 

G effect 
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effefr of poverL y than difeafe ; and faid 

he did not doubt making a cure of him, 

if he could entirely abftain fron1 labour. 

Mrs. Lafcells \Vas delighted at this 

information, and promifed to allow hin1 

feven il1illings a week until his recovery 

was complete ; and as each of the 

children joyfully contributed their fbil­

ling towards his fupport, Mrs. Lafcells 

was convinced he might live yery com­

fortably: then calling upon his next door 

neighbour, il1e requefied her to do thofe 

little ofEces which his fituation required, 

pron1ifing to reward her for the trouble; 

and in lefs than three weeks .fhe had the 

fatisfacrion of hearing that the wound 

which 
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tvhic11 the poor man had thought a caa­

ter, was perfectly healed, and that he 

was enabled to return to his uf ual occu­

l_)<ttion of g,udening. 

Thofe who have never been in the: 

pracrice of benevolent actions, can have 

but little idea of the refined gratification 

they convey to the n1ind, and therefore 

can form but an imperfect opinion of 

the fatisfacrion lv1rs. Lafcells expe• 

rienced at the reflection of h1ving been 

inftrnmental to a fellow-creature's being 

reftored to the bleffing of health ; but 

thofc whofe hearts participate in the 

woes of others, will better conceive her 

fenfations than they can be defcribcd. 

G2 
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Mrs. Collier, after her departure, \Vc.15 

repeatedly writing to her fiil:er to intreat 

{he would return her vifit; but as Mrs. 

Lafcells had always been in the habit of 

n1aking the anni verfary of her childrens 

birth a day of feil:ivity, Matilda requeH:ed 

the vifit might be poftponed until af­

ter her birth-day. Great preparations 

were made for the celebration of this 

feil:ival : and on the morning of its ar­

ri \·al Mrs. Latcells prefented her with 

an elegant little pocket-book, cont-am­

ing the following Jines ; 

On 



On the Birth-Day 

of Mifs lvlatil,la Lafcells. 

May my Matilda's life be crown'd 

Wi~h ev'ry vernal joy ! 

And may no chilling blaft be found, 

Her pleafures to deftroy \ 

And as on life's tempefiuous fea 

l\t1y dear Matilda fails, 

1\1:iy ev'ry z~ph'rous breeze agree 

To waft her gentle gales ! 

May foft Content, with placid eye 

And flowing azure-ve8., 

Now leave her manfion in the ik.y, 

And dwell within her brcaft ! 

G 3 May 



May Fortune, with a ftore of wealth, 

A tide of joy befpeak ! 

And 1nay the rofeate goddefs Health, 
Long mantle on her cheek~ 

:i\f:ty Fricndfhip~s jt1imating be~ms · 
Long fi1 d a zcni:.tl my ! 

And, by the radiance of her gleams,. 
Illun1ine all her \vay ! 

May Pleaf ure, in her airy round, 

vVith flow'rs her path adorn ! 
And may the rofe for once be found 

\Vithout its ufual thorn ! 

Delighted with this proof of hel 

man1111a's affection, Matilda ran into 

her fi.fter's roon1 to dif play it; who was 

ji~ft 
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juft fewing the taffels on a very pretty 

ribbon-purfe fhe alfo intended for Ma­

tilda; who rccei vcd it with joy and 

grJ.titudc. 

All the lit tle girls belonging to the 

SundayMfchool wc:c by twelve o'clock 

affen1bled at Mrs. Lakells's; and, after 

regaling themfelYes with roaft beef and 

plu1nb-pudding, they a11 retired to the 

lawn, and ainnfed then1felvcs with play­

ing at tlzrcad 1101 ueedle and blind man's 

/,,!ff. 

About five, the little g1Jefl:s who were 

to compofe the ball made their appear~ 

ance ; and at feven the dancing began, 

which was continued without intermif-

G4 fion 



fi.on until ten; when an elegant fi1pper 
was prepared, confifting of fruits, tarts, 

jellies, and confeclionary; and by half 

paft eleven the little party difperfed, de­

lighted with their evening's entertain .. 

ment. 

On the following day, as Mrs. Laf .. 

cc11s was fitting reading at her bow­

""indow, il1e perceived an old-faibioned 

chariot drive up to the door, which fhe 

knew belonged to a l\1r. i\tloreton, a 

gentlelnan whofe fingularities had oc­

c1fioned him to become the fubjecl of 

general converfation in the neighbour­

hood, tho' he did not aifoci.1te with any 

of the families in it. 

Surp1 iz<'d 
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Su:p:ized at receiving fo unexpected 

a Yiu[er, fvTrs. Lafcells had hardly time 

to caution her children againft expreffing 

bv their countenance any aftonifhment 
. . 

at his uncouth appearance, when the 

door opened, and his name was an­

no1rnced. He entered, dreffed in a long 

brown ttuff dreffing-gown, and a plirplc 

Yelvet cap, with a gold taffel on the top 

of it. 

Iviadam, [aid he, as he approached, 

I arn not a n1an of form, as you m3.y 

perceive by my appear<ince; but thougl1 

I am an old-faf11 ioncd fellow, I ref pea 

worth and 1nerit, wherever it is to be 

found ; ancl as I have been informed 

it refides on this fpot, 1 was determined 

to exp refs n1y veneration of it. 

G ,.. ::, The 



The fingu1arity of his addrefs \\-as full 
mort fl:riking than his appearance; and 
Mrs. Lafcells was f o much aftoni01ed 
at it, that CT1e hardly knew how to reply. 
However, fhe told him {he was 1nnch 
:flattered by his good opinion; and re­
quefl:ed he would be feated. 

Availing himfelf of her offer, he 
placed himfelf on a feat by her fide, and 
rcfting his chin upon an i\·ory-headed 
cane, fat fon1e n1on1ents in a mufing 
pofture; then looking at 1\1rs. Lafcells 
with an enquiring eye,-Y cs, he ex­
c1aimed, there's goodnefs ftrongly de­
pictured there, and I could have difco­
vered it, if Parfons had not given tefti­

n1ony of it. 

Mrs. 
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1\ lrs. Lafcells began to think that the 

accounts il1e had heard of his fingulari­

ties \Vere all true, and that they had 

proceeded fro1n a difordered imagina­

tion; when, taking her hand, he faid 

\Yill you forgive a it.ranger for a!k.ing 

you :1. \·ery rude queflion ? 

;vTrs. Lafcells inforn1ed hin1 he was 

privileged to afk. whatever he thought 

proper. Then, mad::un, faid he, Is it 

true that you have learnt the art of 

n1aking many hearts fing with joy, who 

have only the moderate fortune of fiyc 

hundred a year? 

Mrs. Lafe ells inforn1ed him that wa,. 

the full extent of her income : add-
. 
rng, 
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adding, that 01e was grateful to the 

Hand who befl:owed it. -Then, n1y 
good lady, faid he, I haye been thinki11g 
how much good you might do in the 
world if that furn was doubled : and, as 
I have no child in the world, nor any 
relations for whom I have an ~ffeclion, 
I an1 refolved to increafe your income 

to that furn ; and I blefs God that J 
have found out a being who will nrnke 
fo praifeworthy n. ufe of thofe riches he 
has bene\·olently con erred upon me, 
which are n1ore than I know how to 
cl ifpofe of. Mrs. Lafcells w·as for f onH! 
n1oments incapable of replying; but 
when fhe did, it was to fay that he far 
over-rated her few merits; and to en ... 

quire to whom ilie was indebted for hi3 
good opinion. 

But 
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But before he would n1ake any reply, he 

opened his long gown, and took out of a 

large pocket that was n1ade in it, two or 

three fheets of parchment, and putting 

on his fpeclacles, he began reading their 

contents : by which Mrs. Lafcells found 

herfelf put into the i1nmediate po:ifeilion 

of an eG:ate of five hundred a year. 

As foon as he can1e to the conclufion 

of it, now faid he, I'll tell you to whom 

you mye this addition to your fortune:­

A bout a fortnight ago 1 had the misfot­

tune to lofe an old gardener, who had 

live<l with n1e near forty years; and fome 

of n1y people recommended to me a 

1nan of the name of Parfons, whom I 

engaged as his fucceifor. As I have a 

tafte 
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tafte for that employment, I fpend a 

good deal of my time in my garden. 

And as I faw the fellow was diligent, 

and underftood his buiinefs, I was pleafed 

with him, and entered into converfation 

about his private affairs; and in fhort, 

n1ada1n, had his hiftory from his birth 

to the time that your benevolence re­

ftored him to newnefs of life. His gra­

titude charmed me; and 1 was refoh·ed 

to find out if you really were the angel 

he painted you. Accordingly I went, 

I may fay, to every cottage in yoL1 r 

neighbourhood ; and each voice, both 

old and young, were loud in your praife. 

Mr. Hammond the apothecary is an old 

frieoc.l of mine; and from him I learnt 

what was your real income. I then re-

f olved 
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fol ved to befl:ow part of my own in the 

way I have done :-but you owe n1e no 

favour, for I have long been anxious to 

know how I fhould di[ pofe of my pro­

perty; and I am greatly rejoiced that I 

have found out fo worthy an object to 

•, poffefs it. 

Mrs. Lafcells's emotion upon this 

,.. -jqyful occafion, was greater than can be 

' 
conceived; and fhe really was incapable 

of expreffing her gratitude. 

The feelings of Caroline and Matilda 

were lefs fl:rong and overpowering than 

thofe of their n1other ; and they both 

gave the livelieft tefti1nonies of their joy 

and delight. 



Mr. Moreton took each of then1 in his 
arms, and gave convincing proofs that 
l1is excentricities had not proceeded 
from want of feeling. Then, add reffing 
them in the language of friendfhip, he 
bcfought them to follow the exan1ple of 
their excellent parent, and remember that 
benevolent actions generally n1et with 
their reward in this world as well as in 
the next. Then rifing from his feat and 
fhaking Mrs. Lafcells with great cord i­
ality by the hand, rcquefted !he would 
con1e and fpenc.l the following day v\ ich 
him; for, faid he, do not fu ppofe that 
I have given away five hundred a year 
without an inrerefted motive ; for I 
111eant to purchafe your frienclfhip. 
Then embracing each of the children, 

he 
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he ftcpped into his chariot, and wa, 

driven home~ to enjoy in folitude the 

gratification arifing from fo generous an 

action. 

This wonderful ncquifition of property 

was fo unexpected to Mrs. Lafcells, that 

it was fome time before il1e could credit 

the reality of it ; and the firft thing {he 

did was to retire to her chamber, and 

pour forth her gratitude to that Being 

\\ ho had raifed her up fo generous a 

friend. 

The only alteration !he made in her 

efi..:-,_bliil1 ment was an additional rnan­

fervan t; which, as CT1e intended to keep 

a little low chaife, fhe could not do with. 

out 



out, as \Villiam was not capable of look­

ing after a horie; but fhe had hi111 

taught gardening; and by that means 

faved the expence of hiring one occa­

fionally: as ihe ufed to obferve, that as 

!\1r. l\1oreton had made fuch a libernl 

uddir ion to her inco1ne for b(!n~volc:1t 

purpofes, !he would never. lavin1 it 

!.lway in ufelefs extravagance. 

CHAP. XIII. 

1:'HE morning after this unexpected 

acquifition of wealth, Betty entered the 

young ladies apartment wlth a counte­

nance 
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nance expreffi ve of the ftrongefi. en10-

tion. Caroline inCT:antly perceived it, 

and enquired the reafon with a folicitude 

of 111anner that proved how tenderly {he 

felt for diftrefs, though ignorant of its 

caufe, 

The poor girl m~de no reply; but, 

burCT:ing into a flood of tears, abfolutely 

fobbed aloud. 1\1atilda jumped out of 

bed in a moment, and throwing her little 

arn1s round Betty's neck, befonght her 

not to cry, whiH1 her own tears bore tef­

tin1ony of her fympathy. 

11rs. Lafcells, who was a very early 

- rifer, now entered ; and feeing Betty in 

fuch an agony of grief, and both her 

children 
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children participating in her emot10n, 
was infl:antly alanned with the idea of 
fome dreadful intelligence having arrived 
in which ihc was nearly concerned, ex­

claimed, Gracious Heaven ! have I loft 
n1y beloved boy ? 

Betty was infl:antl y roufed from her 
own f orrows by the agonizing tone of 

her miftrcfs's voice, and affured her that 

l\tiafter Lafcells was in good health ; and 

apologized for having alarmed her. 

J\1rs. Lafcells, who was always anxi­
ous to relieve cli{hefs, befought her fer­
vant to compofe her feelings, and tell 

her whether {he could not do any thing 
to relieve her diftrefs. 

Oh 



Oh no, madam, faid the girl : angel 

as you are, ic is out of your power to do 

me any good; for I know the law muft 

take its cour[e. Her mifl:refs defired 

her to fit down and recover herfdf, and 

then defcribe the circumflance that af­

flicted her. 

Poor Betty, after wiping her eyes, 

proceeded as follows : - I think, ma­

dam, you faw Daniel laft May when he 

called upon me, and may re1nember 

what a good looking boy he was ? Mrs. 

Lafcells replied G1e did. '\Vell, madam, 

continued fl1e, though he looked fuch a 

fweet gentle creature, he always was as 

unruly as a lion; and 1n y poor father and 

mother could make no hand of him. 

He 



I-le would neither work nor learn, yet he 

was fo proud, that unlefs he was drcifecl 
better than any boy in the village, he 
would lead his parents the life of a dog. 

At laft, there was a lady and gentlen1an 
came fr01n Southampton to f pend a 
week at the parfon's ; and they faw 
Daniel playing at 1narbles in the church­
yard, and was quite taken with his 
beauty, as I n1ay fay; a1.d fo they \Yent 

up and talked to him, an<l found him 
fuch an acute lad (for he was always 
very {harp, madam) that they offered to 
take hin1 hon1e with thcn1: and n1y 
poor father thought, 111ayhap, he'd be 
better with £hangers than he was ,virh 
frienJs, and fo was very glad to think 
he had been fo lucky. vVell, rn~cbm, 

he 
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he went; and his n1after and miftrefs 

treated hun 1nore like their child than a 

fervant; but he foon grew fadly idle, 

and got into bad company, and ufed to 

play at cards with a fet of iharrers; and 

at laft, madam, he was wicked enough 

to rob his mailer, who had been fuch a 

friend to hin1 ; and we haye juft heard 

that he is now lying in gaol for it. God 

knows whJt ,vill be done with h!tn; 

but 1 fear it will break his father and 

mother's heart ! - Here the poor crea­

ture burft into a frefh agony of grief; 

and it was with the utmoft difficulty her 

n1iftrefs could pacify her. However, 

by promifing to exert herfelf in the bd's 

fayour, fhe at length fucceeded : and 

the violence of the poor creature's grief 

was foftened into a gentle melancholy. 

11rs. 
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Mrs. Lafcells then deGred her to put 

on her hat and go directly to her father 

and mother, and endeavour to alleviate 

their folicitude, by an aifurance of her 

readinefs to exert herfelf in their f on's 

behalf. 

As foon as the poor girl had left the 

room, ilie alternatel v embraced both her 

children, and at the fame time turned 

up her eyes to Heaven, in filent grati­

tude, to that Being who had beflowed 

upon them difpofitions fo diametrically · 

oppofite to the one they had juft heard 

defcribed; and addreffing them in the 

tendereft accents, CT1e faid, I hope, my 

beloved chiLJren, the acconnt of that 

unhappy boy's miferable fitu.1tion, will 

be 



.. 
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.Joe a ·1eifon to you to conquer every im­

proper inclination before it has attained 

an afcendency, by becoming a habit. 

Had he fubdued his tendency to idle­

nefs, though he would not have been an 

amiable, he rnight have become a uTeful 

1nen1ber of fociety; but, by indulging 

it, you hear to what a fhocking ftate he 

has red need himfelf ! and what mifery 

he has brought up)n his family! 

Both the children pro1nifed to do 

every thing in their power to render 

then1fel ves worthy the affection ·of fo 

rgood a parent; and Matilda fa.id, I atn 

f ure, mamma, I often feel inch_ncd to be 

in a pafiion; but then I aLvays think of 

.the tin1e that I tore poor Betty's hand-. 

N kerchief, 



:kerchief, and that makes me get the bet­
. ter of it; and I do not believe I {hall 
over be in a paffion again. 

I am rejoiced to hear you make [o 

praifeworthy a refoluti()n, my lo\·e, re-­
plied Mrs. Lafcells; for we h~n-e only 
-to determine to do right, and we £hall 
never do wrong: for reft aifured, our 

.evil propenfities are much ea!ier fubdued 
~than we are willing to allow. 

At this moment vVilliam·brought in 
two letters, with foreign pofl:-marks; 
one addreffcd to Mrs. Lafcells, the other 
to Caroline, whofe eagernefs to perufe 
-it \Vas fo great, that fhe could hirdly 
~llow herfelf to break the feal. Mrs. 

La(cell~ 
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·Lafcells approached, and looked over her 

with an anxious eye, whilft lhe read the 

following words:-

" My ever dear Caroline, I know you 

will be glad to hear that we are not only 

fafe and found after our engagement 

\vith the Dons, but are likely to getfome­

thing hand[ome by them; and then 

you fhall fee what fine things I wiH 

bring you from Gibraltar ! 

" Oh Caroline, if 1 could but fee you, 

~Iatilda, and my dear mamma, I ihould 

·be as happy as the days are long; for 

· :ny uncle is fo kind to me~ you can-

710t think: but every body loves him -; 

H 2 and 



and all the failors would lay down their 
1 iYes for him. 

" Oh my dear Caroline, you cannot 
-think what a £hocking thing a fea nght 
is ! but I won't talk about it now it is 
•over, and, thank God, we had only three 
men killed and feven wounded. 

'' Gibraltar, I affure you, is a very nice 
place; and my uncle always takes me 
.with him when he goes to fee the go­
'Vernor : and we never go on !hore but 
'he buys me fomething new. 

'' I fuppofe Matilda has broke her 
doll long before this : but tell her not to 
mind it, f qr I can buy her plenty 1nore. 

1 wiO ... 

.. 
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I wiib I could fend you fome of my-

1~1oney, for 1 have fuch a pock.et-full ! 

" Tell my dear 111amma I !hall write 

to her next time the packet goes out ; 

but pray kifs her for me again and again, 

and do the fame to my pretty play-thing 

1\1atilda; for I !hall put a hundred 

kiffes into n1y letter. 

" I hope Betty, Martha, and Vvil­

liam are all well; and that Dan1e John. 

fon wraps herfclf up in the fi1awl I 

bought hero- Remember me to them: 

all. 

· " My uncle is wnrmg to 1ny mam­

ma; but he bids me tell you that he 

H3 loves 
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loves you both very dearly, and ha.; 
bought you fmne very pretty t 1ings; 
but I n1uft not fay what they are. 

" The boat is waiting to take the let- "' 
ters to t ~ e po.ft, fo I mufl: fay Good-bye~ 

., God blefs you my dear, dear Caro ... 
line : nobody loves you fo well as I do, 
unlefs it is mamma and Matilda: and 
I hope you will always continue to love, 
your affec1jonate brother, 

H MORTIMER LASCELLS .11 

CHAP. 



'I HE perufal of Mortim•er's epiCT:le af­

forded the highcft fatisfa&ion to the 

whole party ; and then Mrs. Lafcells 

broke the foal of her brother's, and had 

the fatisfacrion of reading a moft fa­

vourable acco.unt of her fon's conduct.­

Ju ft as fhe concluded this letter, G1e 

perceived Mr. l\tloreton's carriage ap­

proach; who defcended fro1n it with 

fach an air of choerf ulnefs and good 

hu1nour, as mu[\: ha\·e rendered h is 

company pleafing· to thofe who owed 

hiin no gratitude : but to Mrs. Lafcells 

H 4 he 



he could not fail of bcina the mo[c 0 

welcome gueft. 

He entered with all the familiarity of 
an old acquaintance; and, taking her 
by the hand, faid, I an1 con1e to beg a 
favour of you., my dear Madam, and 
1nufl: not be refu[ed. You 1nufl know 
that this is my birth-day, anci I have a 
1nind to give the young folks a treat; 
and as n1y old \\:oman has got all things 
ready, the fooner we fet off the better. 

Mrs. Lafcells acceded to the propofaI; 
and making a flight alteration jn her 
drefs , was ready to attend her benefactor 
in lefs than half an hour. 

Caro-
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Caroline and Matilda were 1nore di ... · 

verted.~vith the novelty of going to the 

houfe of fo ftrange-looking a gentle~ 

man, than with the expectation of the 

pro1nifed entertainn1ent; but when they 

arrived upon the lawn, they were afto­

Hif11ed at beholding the four little Ham• 

1nonds and the three Lu111leys aifem• 

bled there before them. 

You thought, I fuppofe, faid the old 

gentle111an, perceiving their furprize,: 

that I was a crabbed old fellow, whorn ~ 

no one would aifociate with; but I love 

the fociety of children, and always con,· 

-rive to get acquainted with the1n•; and:. 

if you had been ne1.rer to me,- I .,fhould 

have fol1nd vou out long ago; ho\.vevcr,: 

u 5_ I hope., 



I hope, tho' our acquaintance ha-s been 
.fhort, our friendfhip will be long, But 
I am an odd looking being, and fancy 
that is th<t·reafon they fet me down as ~ 
madmani' 

When the children entered the gar­
den, they were delighted at beholding 
a n1arquee erected on the bowling-green, 
-tnd a table fpread, \vhich was filled with 

- variety of fruits and cakes; and a large . 
bow 1 of crearn {et in the middle of it. 

The firft thing Charles Hammond 
did, was to put his finger into the cream, 
and then fuck it; and when his fifter 
E1nily correcl:ed hi1n for it, he ran up 
to her, and gave her a box on the ear; 

which, 
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which, like a fenfible little girl, {he 

never noticed; but going up to Caro­

line, faid, I hope Mifs Lafcells, you'll 

excufe 1ny brother's behaviour: but he 

has always lived with my grand-papa, 

who never would have hiLn contradicted ; · 

an<l though he is only come home to ~ 

pafs a fortnight with us, yet he really be­

haves in fuch a rr.:1nner, tlnt we ar 0 

afhamed af him. 

By this time ivI rs. Butler, the old 

houfekeeper, came up, and began help­

ing them to \vhatever they n1ade choice 

of; but, inftead of Charles waiting to 

be aikcd, he drew the dillies towards 

hirn, and picked the findL fruit out of 

H 6 each. -



each, which he crall)med into his mouth 
in the 1110ft voracious manner. 

When they had finifhed their regale, 
Mrs. Butler defired the footman to bring 
the fi!hing-rods and the bowls; and in­
fonned the young ladies fbe would fhow 
them a very nice f wing. 

Charles took the firft rod that was 
brough·t, without afking any of the 
young ladies whether they chofe that 
amufement; and, upon his little brother 
Edward taking hold of the line, he gave 
him fo Yiolent a blow on the head, that 
he almoft tun1bled the child into the 
fiream . He had not thrown in his line 9 

~bove fou · tin1es before he had a bite, 

and 
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and caught a little roach; but in taki.n.g 

the hook fron1 its mouth, be ran it into , 

his fingers; which -fo exafperated hitn. 

againft the poor little creature, . that he 

tore out its gills-, and then dafhed 1t . 

againft a po(l that vvas near him. 

Mr. Moreton approached un·perceived, . 

juft as he had committed this unheard-. 

of atl: of barbarity; and catching hi1n j 

by the colla-r, gave hi1n five or fix . 

hearty {hokes acrofs the {boulders with 

a cane he fortunately had in his hand ; . 

and dragging him towards th~ houfe, 

called to his fervant, and defired him to 

take him home; declaring he would not 

have a boy of his difpofition c01ne with­

in his doors for five hundred guinea 5. 

The 



The violent noife he 1nade, was ab .. · 
foluteJy enough to raife the neigt1 bou r­

hood : and Mr. and Mrs. I-Ian1mond 

met the frrvant ·when they had got 
about half-way from hon1e. Shocked 

at the account of his fon's behaviour, 
Mr. Hamrnond determined to turn 

back with hrm, and lock him up 1n a 

fpare apartment, from an apprehenfion of 
his committing fame outrage during his -
abfence; and when he arrived at l\1r . . 
Moreton's, that gentleman took him by 
the hand, and faid, My dear friend, I · 
really think you one of the moft un­

fortunate men alive; for that boy of 

vours will, I n1uch fear, live to make J 

your heart ach ! God take him, Goc.1 

take him, continued he,._ in a .hurried 

tone 

.. 
,. 
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tone of voice, or I doubt he'll bring 

difgrace on you all! 

Dinner was announced, which fortud -

nately gave a turn to the converfation; . 

and Mr. Moreton took-the utmoft pains 

to make the time pa f s pl ea fan tl y. Tea . 

was ordered early ; and the moment it 

was ended, they were agreeably furprized 

by the found of a violin, and tabor and 

pipe. The y9lrng folks inftantly 

crowded round the muficians; and the · 

dancing foon com1nenced. 

At eight o'clock a variety of refrefh­

n1enrs were fpread upon the tabl(: in the 

marquee; and as Charles was not of the 

party, every thing was conducl:e<l with 

pro.Pnety. 



' 

.. 

C 1&0 ; 

VVhen fi..lpper was ended, the fervanr­
e,ntcred with a large filver waiter in his· 

hand, co,·ered with a variety of the moft . 
elegant trinkets, and fo]lowed by his 
mafler with two little bags, one for the 

ladies, and the other for the gentlemen.-. 
filled with pieces of paper, on which werL , 
v.iritten the names of the feveral articles 

which v,·cre handed round for generalv 
1nfpecl.ion ; whilft fvlr. I\-1orcton defircd 

. each to put their hands into rhe bag and 
then fee what belonged to them. Caroline. 

drew a very elegant French grey pudc,. 
with filver ta!fels, and a ~een Ann's 
half crown at each encl; Matilda Lad a 
beautiful embroidered \vhitc fattin houfe- · 
w-ife, with knife, friifars, and pencil in it; 
En1ily Han1mond drew a pocket-book; 

. her. 
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her fifter Lharlotte a w0tk-bag; and 

I-Jarriet Lumley a gold thin1ble; 

\Villian1 Lun1ley drew a {hagreen-cafe 

with rnathematical inftruments in it; 

his brother, Henry, an elegant pocket­

ink-fl:and with a filver pen ; and little 

Ed ward Hammond a diffecred map of 

Europe, in a mahogany cafe. 

It would be difficult to determine 

whether Mr. Moreton or his guefts ex­

perienced the greateft fenfation of de­

light; for he feemed to participate in 

the happinefs of each individual : and 

when the hour of feparation arrived, 

promifed them a repetition of the fame 

amufcment the following year, if his life 

was lengthened to that period. 

During 
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During the ti1ne Ivir. l\!Toreton haci· . 
been diverting hiinfelf with the young 
fol.ls, Mrs. Lafcells took the opportu­
nity of afking l'vfr. · HaE1m011d fon1e 
qnefiions refpecbng her benefactor;,.. 
for, tho' he had lived fo many years in 
the neighb0urhood, fl1e was a {hanger to 
his perfon until he introduced hirnfe1£; 
in the manner before defcribed: 

Mr. f-Ia1nmond informed fier, that 
all he knew of l\tlr. Moreton was, that 
he was a man of larg\., fortune, and no 
near connexions; who fron1 having fre­
quently been duped by artful defigning 
characters, had taken the refolution of 
avoiding fociety; and bad lived four 
years within a quarter of a mile of Mr, 

Ham .. -



Batnmond, without any intercourfe paCT-

1ng between them. But a fevere and 

dangerous illnefs had brought on an ac­

quaintance both with him and Mr. 

Lun1ley the curate, tho' it was the firft 

time either of then1 had dined in his 

houfe. He concluded, by faying that­

his generofity was unbounded ; and in• 

f onned her that he paid the fchooling 

both of his and Mr. Lun1ley's children 

ever fince there had been any degree of 

intimacy between them. 

CHAP. 



CHAP. XV. 

AL THO' Mrs. Lafcells had paired 
the day in fo pleafing a manner, fhe had 
not been forgetful of poor Betty's for .. 

rows : and knowing the affizes were to 
be in the following week, fhe thought 
there was no time to be loft. She there­
fore named the circumfiance to Mr .. 
Moreton, Mr. Lumley, and Mr. Ham­
n1ond; and each of them promifed to 
do all they could in the affair: and as 
the latter gentlen1an had a flight ac­
quaintance with Mr. Wallace ( the boy's 
n1after) he thought the beft plan would 

be 



be to write to him. The account that 

gentleman gave of his bel1aviour during 

his refidence in the family 'I was fo much 

to his difadvantage, that Mrs. Lafcells 

.feared all endeavours to preferve his 

life would be ineffectual; however, by 

the uncommon exertion of Mr. More­

ton, the fentencc was mitigated to tranf­

portation : and the poor girl's gratitude 

·was inexpreffible ! 

The noble addition w11ich the worthy 

r,I r. 1\1orcton had n1ade to lVIrs. Laf­

cells's income, enabled her greatly to 

extend the influence of her benevolence : 

_and it was but for the unfortunate to 

difclofe their wants, and they were af-

fured of finding them relieved. If fick, 

fhe 



·fhe \Vas their phyfici~n; if unhappy, 
their confoler; and 1n either fituation. 
their tender friend ! 

She had long purchafed a f mall low 
four-·wheeled chaife, in which, accom .. 
panied by her loYely children, D1e ufed 
to drive round, and pay her daily vifits 
of be1 valence and humanity. It was -
on an excurfion of this nature that llle 
tvas overtaken by J\Ar. Moreton, whofc 
agitated countenance and embarrnifed 
111anner, too plainly evinced the fituJ.► 

,t ion of his mind. 

Mrs. Lafcells inftantly perceived it.; 
nnd, accofting him in a tone of fympa­

... hy and tendernefs, anxioufl y enquired 

1noo 



into the c-4,;[.~ of his di~refs. The quei:. 
tion C~emed to augmenc the foticitude it 
was !ntended to decreafc; and, ;n a he0 

fitaring ,,,1ice, he replied, '\Ve are Gorn 
to trouble, my dear friend, as th~ fparks 
fly upwards; and toe often the beft of 
us haxe the largefl: portion : bi..1t let us 
go home, and then you Giall know the 
caufe of my affiiction. 

l\1rs. La[cells turned the horfc; and 
the little girls looked with anxious coun­

-ten:i.nces alternately at their numma and 
fnend, \Vithout uttering a word to either. 

As they entered the breakfafi-parlour 
11rs. ufcells perceived the countenance 
-of l\1r. l\1oreton fo extremely pallid, that 

!he 
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·fhe really was fea.rfu l he would faint ; 
ilnd fhe ran up flairs to fetch f01ne la­
vender - drops, when the worthy 111an 

took that opportunity to defire the chil­
tlren to leave their mamma and hi1n by 
thcmfelves. 

As foon as they ha<l quitted the apart-
1nent, he clofed the door, and then-) 
taking Mrs. Lafcells by the hand, he 
preifed it with vjolence, without being 
able to articufate a fy llable. At length 
he gave a deep groan, and fa.id, great 
Goc.l enable me to f often the blow 1 

The expreffiun made its way to the 
heart of i\1 rs . Lafcells; and in a tre­
mulous cone of voice, ihe exclaimed) 

Gracious 



Gracious Heaven ! And is it for me 

thcJt: your generous nature has f uf­

fered fo acutely ! - Oh my boy ! 

my deareft Mortimer! and have I lofl: 

thee l for ever, ever loft thee ! -Here 

the colour forfook her cheeks, and a 

univerfal trembling feized her frame; 

but frill her fenfations remained acute;i 

o.nd her n1 ifery for f ome n1oments 

£eemed infupport:1ble. During this pa­

roxyfn1 of grief Mr. Moreton neither at­

ternpte<l to footh nor confole her; but 

as foon as it was a little abated, he n1ade 

t1fe of every argnn1ent that religion could 

fuggcft, or tendernefs devife, to recon .. 

cilc her to the decree of Providence; 

an<l, in two or three hours, had f o far 

f11cceeded ::.s to inforn1 her of the par. 

iculars of the 1ndancholy event: but 
1 as 
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;tis .£he feemed inclined to indulge an 
idea that there 1night be fdme error in 
Mr. Moreton's intelligence, he took a 
news-paper from his pocket, and read 
the following account;-

" It is with the moft heartfelt con • 
. <;ern that we are obliged to announce to 
the public the lofs ofgreateft part of the 
Mediten:.-.nean fleet by a violent ftorm, 
which happened on the 5th of Noven1-
ber. To add to this misfortune, we are 
forry to fay that the Admiral's !hip was 
of the number of thofe which experi­
enced it greaten fury; for it is believed 
.that not one life was faved out of the 
whole crew. By this calamity the navy 
rhas loft one of its chief fupports, and 

hl1maniry 



humanity one of its choicefl: votaries; 

for in Admiral Mortimer were united 

:all the qualities that could render him_ 

efl:imable as ~ commander and amiable 

as a man." 

This too fatal proof of her 1nisfortune: 

Mrs. Lakells heard wjth the ftrongeft: 

fyn1ptoms of e1notion ; and after fitting 

totally filent for a few rr.inutes, ihe faid_~ 

if it is not i::axing your friend01ip too far, 

my dear fir, 111ight I afk. you to take 

1 pon yourfelf the painful office of in­

forming my children of the dreadful 

blow that has fallen upon 11s; for, 

·l1ntil I can fubdue my own feelings, I 

.fhonld but incr~afc their diftrefs. Mr .. 
~\/foreton's greateft trial was over; and 

l 2 he 
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:he willingly undertook the office, whilfl 
]v1rs. Lafcells retired to her apartment, 
and in a pofture of hun1iliation, folicited 
~rength of mind to fupport her misfor­
tune, from that Being who alone could 
beftow it. 

Tho' Caroline and Matilda were con­
cerned at perceiving their friend's fpirits 
fo thoroughly dep1:effed, yet wl1en they 
got into their own apartment, the one 
tpplied to her book, and the otl1er to her 
.tnuGc, and his farrows \\·ere forgotten; 
but \vhen he opened the door, and they 
difcovered he had been weeping, their 
fympathy was inftantly excited; and, 
.taking bis hand, they each in1printed a 
/<ifs upon it, 

Alth.ou_gl> 

. 
I 
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A'Ithough Mr. Moreton· comn1t.1ni~ 

eated his melancholy intelligence with 

the utmoft tendernefs · and caution, yet 

the violence of their emotion abfolutely 

alarmed him. Caroline went- into , a 

{hong hyfteric; and Matilda cried un~il 

{he could fear eel y fee out of her eyes !­

Perceiving they indulged rather tb:in 

reftrained their feelings, he told thcrn, 

if they went on fo, . they woultl have 

a much greater calamity to mourn' than 

the prefent ; for they certainly would · 

be the death of their man1ma, who a1-

ready was fo deeply affected, that he did 

not well know what might be the confe­

quence : but it was in their power either 

to raifo her f pirits, or deftroy her 

health. 

I 3 Roufed 
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Roufed to a fenfe of what was- due to 

Jo amiable a -parent, each endeavoured 
to fubdue her own emotions: and when 
they met their n1amma., infl:ead of add­
ing to her affiiccion by an indulgence· 
of their fcrrows, they fupprefled it i!l 
11er prefence; 2.nd by the mofl delicate 
attention to her willies and happinefs, 
convinced her that fhe ftill po:!fe.ffed two 
inefijmable treaf ures. 

This praifeworthy conducr had the 
h1ppieft effect ; and tho' l'v1 rs. Lafcells 
mourned her lofs with the fincereft af­
flicrion, yet, by occupying her mind and 
eng2.ging her attention, ihe foon fub­
OLle.d the violence of her emotion. 

. Ca.roline 



C;irol1ne and Matilda• never men--· 

-~ioned their brother in her prefence :-­

bnt when they were together, their 

greateG: happineis confiiled in talki~1g . 

over his -virtues, and lainenting his lofs. 

About fix weeks had elapfed fince the 

melancholy intelligence had- arrived, 

when Mrs. La[ cells fent for Mr. l\tiafon 

the ftatuary, to give direction for a 

fimple white marble -urn; on the bafe 

of which the following lines were to be ' 

engraved;--
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To the much loved Memory of -~fortime? 
Lefcells, who was jhipwrecked on th., 
Cory! of Barbary, November the 5th, 
I 7 9 7, aged Fourteen .. 

This humble urn no form contains, 
But rais'd a tribute dear 

l'o one whofe ever-lov'd remains 
Demands a parent's tear .. 

Dear prop, on which my widow'd heart 
With fondnefs turn'd to reft, 

Had I but feen the piercing dart 
Irnpref,s thy gentle breaft, 

Or-



( 1 77 )' 

Or had I clos'd thofe lovely eyes, , 

And felt thy parting breath, 

Or feen thy fpirit feek the fkies, . 

I then had borne thy death 

Vvith refignation to that Hand 

\Vho dealt the fatal blow, 

Nor murmur'd at the dread command 

That caus'd ✓my _ tears to flow t • 

But ah ! no mother's anxious care 

Receiv'd thy laft fad ugh; 

The roaring billows fhook the air, 

Extending mountains high. 

And oh ! the deep and turgid wave 

Inclos'd thy n1uch loy'd forn1; 

And ev'ry charn1 that virtue gave 

Fell vic1:in1 to the fl:orm ! 

I 5 On · 



~n the evening of the day that Mrs. 
Lafcells had given the above lines to­
Mr. Mafon, as fl1e \Vas fitting by the 
drawing-room fire, with her friend Mr. 
Moreton, and her two little girls, they ­
were roufed by the noife of a pofl-cbaife 
driving · with great velocity over the 
pavement in the front of the houfe. 

Caroline ran to the window, but had 
fcarcely reached it when fhe gave a via-­
Jent fhriek, ancf exclaimed, My bro­
ther! my brother! - Mrs. Lafcells's 
fenfations were tota1ly overpowered ; 
and fl1e was unable to 1nove: but thi~ 
agony of hope, fear, and aftonifhment 
was foon relieved by the door flying 
open, and her beloved fon throwing 

himfelf 
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himfelf into her arms, and exclaiming»·~ 

Oh n1y mother ! my dear, dear mother l · 

He was inftantly followed by the Ad­

miral, whofe emotions, when he beheld 

the affecting fcene, were little inferior 

\o thof e of his amiable fifter. 

The account that was· received of the ~ 

feverity of the ftorm had been greatly 

magnified: and as the fleet had been ; 

driven fa~ out ·to fea, and no vdlige 

of them could be difcovered, it was ap- · 

prehended they . were all gone to the- · 

bottom. • 

As foon as Mrs. Laf cells had a little 

recovered from the f urprize and joy that 

had almoft deprived her of the power-

! 6 of · 
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of recolletlion, ihe introduced M1. :. 
Moreton to her brother as her friend 
and benefactor; then calling the chil­
dren out of tfa.e room, il1e defired them 
to change thejr fable. apparel with the 
utinoft expedition. The feryants did 
the fame, and in lefs than half an hour. 
this houfe of mourning was turned into 
a. l1oufe ofjoy !. 

'\Vhen they entered the drawing-room 
they were furprized at 11earing Mr .. 
Moreton had taken. leave; but had left 
word he ihouJd be back in a little time. 
Inlefs than an hourthevillage-bells began . 
ringing; and bonfires were feen blazing 
in different places; and, foon after the 

autho.r 



anthor of this public rejoicing retcrned ' 

with his chaife half-filled with fire work.E, , 

and accompanied by Mr. Ha1nmond 

and Mr. ~urnl_ey, whon1 he had called 

u pon to impart the joyful intclEgence •. 

Mrs. Lafe.ells· would 'have been better . 

£leafed to have pa{fed the evening with­

out any of thofe publi.c den1onftrations 

of joy; · but when fhe perceived · the. 

pleafure it afforded the young folks; 

and the worthy Mr. Moreton, f.he no 

longer confidered her ·-own wi01es; and 

entered into their fchemes with as 1nuch . 

vigour as if they had accorded with , 

her own inclination. It was paft twelve · 

o'clock before. the g~ntlemen took .their -

leave .. . 

As 



,. 

, 
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As · foon as they were gone, tEe fer- · 
vants were fummoned to their accuftom­
ed- evening-devotion, and joined their 

mifirets in grateful acknowledgments· 
to that Being who had fo wonderfully 
preferved the life of her child, and fo 
unexpectedly reftored him to her affec­
tionate embraces, when fhe had ima••· 
g.i_ned they were dep~rted for evero -

CHAP. xvr.· 

THE next morning Mort-imer and his. 
li-fters rofe at an early hour, with an in­

tention-



tention of walking to Dame J ohnfo'n's",; 

who they imagined h1d not heard of · 

their happinefs; but they had on1y 

croifed two fields when they perceived : 

the old wo1nan hobb1ing towards them. 

The 1noment 01e· efpied then1 (he quick- • 

ened her pace, and feizing Mortimer · 

by the hand (who ran up to her) alter­

nately kiffed ir, and bathed it with her · 

tears, bleffing God at the fame time for 

her having lived to fee that day. They 

infifted upon her going ho1nc with them; . 

and Mortitner walked ·by her fide, and , 

related his adventures for her amufe- -

n1ent. 

vVhen they arrived within fight of the · 

boufe, they were unexpectedly delighted 

by 
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by perceiving all the Sunday-fchool chil~ -
dren approaching .it, and could not ima­
gine what had occafioned their vifit; 
however they foon found that Mrs. 
\Varren, their rnifl:refs, had fummoned 
them all to offer their congratulations to 
their benefactrefs u pan the unexpected 
return of her beloved fon. 

Mrs. Lafcells was fo delighted at this · 
proof of feeling and propriety in a per­
fon of l\tirs. Warren's defcription, that 
f11e refolvcd to do her endeavours. to re- · 
cornpenfe her for it, by making the day 
a pleafunt one ; and, after expreffing her 
obligation for the:: attention fhc had paid 
her., declared her refolution of keepjng 

the 



the children, and giving then1 an enter • ~ 

tainment. Accordingly William was fent 

over to Winchefter with a little cart,. to 

purchafe provifion for fo large a party; 

and Mrs. Warr en and Dan1e J ohnf on 

both fat then1fel ves down to affift the 

maids in picking plumbs, whilft Caro-

line and Matilda 1nade the little girls 

quite happy by a fight of their dolls 

and their playhoufe. 

As f oon as breakfaft was over, Mr o 

Moreton paid Mrs. Lafcells a vi Gt: and 

hearing the children were to dine there, 

,vent home directly to order Parfons 

to gather all the ftrawberries that were 

ripe; and as the beds were very large) 

before dinner-ti1ne he had co~lected 

abov.e 
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above two gallons, fo that all the chil-­
dren (though they were five-and-twenty) 
l1ad q uice a handiome plateful. 

Juft as they were fitting down to din­
ner, an elegant carriage drove up co 
the door; and Mrs. Seymour and Char­

lotte alighted fron1 it, to pay their con1-

pliments upon Mortimer's arrival. 

Caroline, who had felt much n1orri .. 
fied at being obliged to leave her little 
humble guefls, jufl: as they were in the .­
height of their felicity, aiked her friend 
to accompany her into the kitchen, and 
fee the1n at dinner • . 

Curio-



Curiofity induced Charlotte to con1-

ply; but a5 foon as fl1e entered !he took 

0ut her lavender-water bottle-, and be­

gan pouring a quantity of it upon her 

handkerchief and holding it to her nofe; 

which Caroline perceiving, exdai111ed, 

My dear Charlotte, I am fearful you are· 

ill! for Heaven's fake tell me what I ihaH' 

get you? 

Oh no, replied Charlotte, with a toG 

of the head, I am vaftly well, my dear ; 

but the horrid effiuvia that always iffues 

from thefe comn1on creatures, would 

quite overcome 111e if I was not to over-­

power it b r the aid of a little perfume : 

and I really arn aftoni01ed, conrinued 

ihe, that you and l\!Iatilda are not de-

voured 
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voured by difeafe, for yon muft abfo-
1ute1y breathe infetrious afr ! But whac 
in the world can all tbefe little wretches 
be aifembled for here to-day 1 Pofi­
ti vely, one would think Mrs. Lafce!ls 
kept an ordinary for mendicants, t:o be­
hold this group ! 

Caroline, who had never ha-d fuch an 
inftance before of Mifs Seymour's pride­
and inhumanity, was abfolutely fo afto­
ni.lbed at firfl:, that .lbe was unable to re­
ply; but, feeling herfelf piqued as well 
as hurt, fhe foid, I am very forry, Char. 
latte, I fho~11d have fo little known your 
difpofition as tofu ppofe a fight like this 
could afforcl you pleafure; but I think 
if it had not amufed, it need not have · 

provoked 



provoked you ; and though yon may 
be too proud to mix with fuch fociety, 
you certainly ought to be too well-bred 
t-o infult the1n. 

At that mo111ent Mrs. Seymour fi1n1-
n1oned her daughter to depart; and 
Charlotte hurried out of the room with­
out n1aking any reply to Caroline's ob­
fervations. 

A variety of vifitors Iucceeded Mrs. 
Seymour; and Caroline could not re­
tura to her little guefl:s until paft four 
o'clock. Admiral Mortimer who went 
out on horfeback with his nephew, juft 
as Mrs~ Warren and her little group 

r • arrived, now returned,, and, emptying 

his 
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•his pockets, produced feveral pieces of 
different coloured ribbons. 

My dear brother, exclaimed Mrs. La[~ 
cells, at beholding the table covered 
with finery at her entrance, \Vhat in the 
,vorld have yoll got there ? Are you 
.going to turn haberdafber ? 

Yes, faitl1, I am, replied the Admiral~ 
.and the pretry dears fhall all come and 
buy of 1ne after ·dinner; and then the 

~ittle rogues will have what they like, 
for I bought all kinds, that they might 
pick and chufe. 

Accordingly, as foon as the cloth was 
removed~ and he had drank two or 

three 

' 1 
J 
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three gla:!fes of wine, be deGred Matilda 

would fetch him a little baiket ; and 

throwing all the ribbons into_ it, :went 

.finging into the ,kitchen, 

Who'll buy my ribbons? fome blue 

and fome red : 

Who'll buy my ribbons? to put on 

.their head . 

. Come buy n1y fine ribbons, 111y pretty 

maids fair, 

To (irefs out your caps., and n1ake bows 

for your hair.. 

·The freedom and jocularity of his man­

ner, inftantl y baniilled all conftrain t ; 

and the ·children began running and 

jumping about him, notwithftanding 

Mrs. 



11rs. \Varren's endeavours to convince 
them of his Honour's confequence. Any 
check to their mirth quite provoked 
hi1n : and putting his hand into his 
baik.et and taking out one of the gayeft 
figures it contained, he thruft it into 
Mrs. vVarren's lap, dcfiring her to leave 
the room, and not interfere w:th their 
fport; then calling the1n one by one, 
he diftributed fix yards to each, accord­
ing to the colours they chofe; and 
what remained he diYided an1ongft the 

fervants. 

Sufan, the cook, who was very good­
nature<l, and very fond of children, had 
exerted herfelf more than ufual; for, 
u pen her n1i[hcfs having expreifed a 

wiU1 

,, 
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'Willi that fhe had defired Willian1 to 

have brought fome buns from Winchef.., 

ter, fhe offered to make them; and at 

feven o'clock five-and-twenty plumb., 

buns were ready for their [upper. 

When Mrs. vVarren took her leave, 

IVIrs .. Lafcells flipped a guinea into her 

hand ; defiring her to remember that 

the anniverfary of that day was. always 

to be f pent in the farne manner. This 

was ioyful intelligence to the little ruf­

tics; and they all went home delighted 

\\'ith tbeir day's amufen1ent, ant1c1 ... 

ac ing the pleaf ure of its return. 

C I-I Al' . .' 



CH AP. XVII. 

ADMIRAL MoR TIMER and his ne­
phew had been returned fron1 the 
Mediterranean about fix weeks, when he 
found himfelf attacked with a livcr-con1-
plaint, which he had been 111~n y years 
fubject to, but had never felt with fuch 
a degree of violence; and which now 
baffled the ikill of the phy!icians. 

If he had experienced a liye]y degree 
of affection for Morti1ner when he \Vas 
in health, the conftant attention he re­
ceived fron1 him when he was deprived 

of 
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of that valuable bleffing, increafed it 
to fo lively a degree of tendernefs, that 
he could not bear bjm out of his fight~ 
and when he was in the mo{l: violent pa­
roxyfms of pain, any proofs of his fym­
pathy \Vould 111ake hi1n appear to forget 
his tortures. 

l\1ortimer's difl:refs at the idea ot 
lofing his friend and benefactor, was 
greater than can be in1agmed; J.ncl it 
!Vas with the utn1oft difficulty that l\1rs. 
Lafcells couiJ perfuade hin1 to leave 
his bed -fide to take that degree of cxer­
cife that was neceffary for the preferva­
tion of his health : and eYcn whiW.:: 
walking, he would ah\ o..ys take a vo1un1,., 
,of the Spectator Rambler, or Guar-

K Z 



dian, in his pocket, and [elect fome flory 
fro1n them, the relation of which he 
thought might amufe his uncle when 
he returned. 

Poor Admiral J\1-ortiiner had been 
confined~ to his bed upwa"fds of two 
n1onths, when, finding his ftrength de­
creafe and his diieafe augment, he ad­
dreifed his nephew, whon1 he perceived 
had been \Yteping, in the following 
~.vords ;--

" I have long, my dear fellow, been 
cwnvinced that the time was drawing 
nigh apace when T fhould fail to the 
harbour of peace; and as I have found 
the fea w:thin thefe few days rougher 

than 
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fktn ufual, it is not unlikely but I nrny 
reach 1ny port to-night: yet, when I 

think of leaving you, my boy, I confefs 

J wi!h to weather· the ftorm a little 

longer, though I rruft I iliall meet with. 

no rough gales in the other country, for 

I never inji_ired any man, and have done 

all the good in my. power. I love my 
kino- · and would have died for 111y· b' 

country : and as to ycu,, my dcarci1 

lad, continued he, preffing the band tha,. 

was between his, I would haye i11eu the 

lafl: drop of my blood in your defence." 

- "\Vb.ilft he faid this, his voice fal­
tered, and tl1e tear of fenfi bility trickled 

down his manly ch ck. 

Mrs. Lafcells, perceiving his emotion, 

befought him not to agitate his feelings; 

K 3 and 



nd expreifed her hopes that he woufd 
rernain with thcn1 1nany ye.us longer. 

:No, n1y clear Caroline, replied he, th at 
is impoffible; I feel it is; but I have 
regulated all n1y affairs f o, as to give· 
you very litrle trouble ,,·hen I am gone: 
and, as to my belo\'ed i\1onimer, I ha,·c 
convinced him of 1ny regard more fully 
than by \.Yords. And now, continued 
he, I have onJy to fay, that if I had lived, 
it would have been my pt ide to have 
made hin1 the befl: failor in his Majefl:y's 
fervice ; but as I am going, and he will 
have no one to pufl1 hin1 forward, I 
would have him follow his own incli­
nation and your wifl1es, and never go 
to fea again, unlefs it is his own abfolute 

l . c • .-101ce~1 



choice, for 111y 111oney will 111ake as good 

a la 11d1nan of him as n1y experience 

would a fea one ; for he has already 

proved both his fenfe and his duty, and 

now he ought to pleafe himfelf. 

This little exertion quite overpowered 

the poor Admiral's ftrength and f pirits, 

and he funk upon his pillow quite ex­

hanfl:ed. Mortimer's agitation at the 

:fight, was fo violent, that he was ob­

liged to quit the room. 

\iVhen Mortimer re-entered the apart• 

ment, he found that his uncle had fallen 

into a gentle ileep; and the delightful 

idea of his recovery took immediate 

I?Offeffion of his mind. But this tran-

K 4 
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fient illumination of joy, \Yhich was ra­
ther the child of hope than probability, 
was foon difpet fed by the dark gloo1n of 

· difappoint1nent; for upon Doctor Simp,.. 
fon's antval, he informed Mrs. Lafcel!~ 
that the b1np of life was nearly ex­
J13ufted; and that he did not think het 
brother could furvive until the f0llow­
jng <lay. 

The cl1ildrens grief at this intelligence 
w~s of the mofl violent nature; and it 
was with the utmoft difficulty that lVIrs .. 
Lafcells convinced them their conduct 
n!uft be offenfive to that Being who 
gives us life, and has a right to recall 
it. But, from their infancy, they had 
been taught to regulate their feclingc, 

t6 
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to their duty; and the very idea of act­

ing wrong was always fufficient to make 

them do right. 

l\1ortimcr was very anxious to remain 

in his uncle's rooLn all night; bu.t Mrs. 

Lafcells objected, and he fubmitted :­

he therefore went to bed, and fell afleep 

foon after; but awaking ~bout two 

o'clock, he crept foftly to the door of 

his uncle's apartment. All was ftill and 

filent as the night; - which occafioned 

an univerfal tremor to feize his frame; 

and it was with the l~tmoft difficulty he 

could turn the lock of the door. But 

when he entered, ,vhat a trial was there 

for his fortitude, and what an exertion 

for bis feelings l for the frien<l of his 

..: 5 infancy> 
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infancy, and the benefacror of his youth, 
was loft to him for ever! 

1\1rs. Lafcells, who was in the adjoin:­
jng room, alarmed by his fobs and 
wounded by his lamentations, foftl7 
entered ; and leading him from the me-­
lancholy fpecl:acle, foothed his agitation 
by expreffions of tendernefs and con- ­
dolcnce. 

J\t the expiration of a week the fu­
neral was conducz.eJ without either pa­
gc;ntry or expt'nce ; and Mrs . Lafcclls 
~n { her children, contrary to the cufto1n 
of fafl1 ionablc refinen1ent, puid the ]aft_ 
duties to h~s lcYed rem~in'j. 
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Upon examining the will, lVfrs. La1:­

cells found her brother's fortune an1ount~ 

d to much 1nore than £he had expected. 

Mortimer was left properc:y in th·e funds 

to the amount of ten thoufand pounds; .. • 

Mrs. Lafcel]s a legacy of three thou- -

fand ; and her little girls one thoufand 

each ; five hundred to be divided 

arnongft his fhip's crew; anJ the fame 

furn to four poor failors widows, whom 

he had for many years nearly fupported, 

to be funk in an annuity; two hundred . 

to old Stephen) a fer ant who had lived 

with him fi\·e-and-twenty years; and 

three hundred to the poor of the parifh. 

vVl1en 1\1rs. Lafcells fo .. rncl her fon 

fo ainply provided for, and reflected 

upon 



11pon the anguifh {he had endured at a· 
feparation fron1 him, fhe refolved upon 
his not going to fea again, unlefs it was 
his own particular choice : at the fa111e 
time determined he iliould follow f ome 
profeffion, knowing that iulenefs is the 
nurfe of vice,_ and the parent of folly and 
weaknefs . . 

,vhen 1vfortimer was informed of his 
own good fortune and his parent's in­
clination, he felt grateful for the one, 
and determined to follow the other; 
and told her that, though at firfi he had 
an averfion to the fea, yet by a little refo­
lution, he had entirely conquered it; and 
if his uncle had lived, fhould have pre­
ferred the navy to every other profeffion; 

but 

• 
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ut as he is gone, n1y dear man1ma-, 

fa.id that amiable boy, I have now only 

t0 ftudy your inclination and happinefs ; 

and therefore whatever you propofe I 
fhall joyfully follow. Indeed, th1t 1node 

of life which would have been happi­

nefs to 1ne with him, would be 1nifery 

without hin1; for it would be continu­

ally recalling to n1y mind the lofs I have 
fuftained. 

Mrs. Lafcells was particuiarly partial. 
to the church ; and finding her fon 

had no diflike to that r..1ode of life, a 

private tutor was im1nediately engaged 

to affift in perfecting him for the uni~ 

verfity; and Mortimer>s affiduity was 

as great in preparing_ for the duties of 
1 . 
-~IS 
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his new profeffion as it had been 1n ac• 
quiring ik.ill in his old one; and his t1m 
was fpent in promoting the happjnefs 
of his family, and in the improvement 
of his own mind. 
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tiful Head of the Author, engraved by Ridley, 3s. 6d. boards. 

q. Les Avantures de Telernaque, corrigce 
par N. Wanofl:rocht, LL. D. 3s. 

z 5. Reflec-



Books jirinted for and fold by 
I 5. R eflcctions on the Vi 01 ks of God and hi1 PrO\idence, throughout all Nature, tranflated 

from the German of Sturm, 3 vols. cuts, ros. 6d. 
16. The Travels of An::icharfis the Younger in Greece, abridged from the French of Barthele­

my, with beantifol Plates, &c. by Richter, 9s. 
boaLds, or on fine vellum paper, 10s. 6d. 

17. Exmrnrdinary Ach-enturcs of Donald Campbell, Lfq. of Bai brcck, in an overland jour­
ney tu the Eafr In<l1es, 3s. 6d. 

18. Plutarch's Lives, foroewhat abridged, by 
Oliver Goldfmith, 7 vols. 1 Smo, with 63 plates, 
p1 ic.e 14s. bound in red. 

19. \ ,~ alke1 's Complete Gazetteer, and Geo­
graphical Dittionary of the \Vo, ld, \\ hich con­
tams 2000 places not namc<l in any Gazetteer of 
the fize, with an Atlas of 2 3 maps, 9s. bound. 

20. A Geographical and }Jhilofophical Gram­
mar, by the fame author, with a compkte Atla1 
and Philofophical Plates, Ss. bound. 

21. Edward Barnard ; or Merit exalted ; con­
taining the Hifiory of the Egerton .Fami 1y, by 
Mrs. Pilkin5ton, price 2s. bound. 

22. Jone11's Biog1aphical Dictionary, in a n~at pocket volume; a 11t.w and improved edit i0n, 
price 5s. in neat, - and in elegant binding 6s. 
23. _lohnfon':, Lives of t_hc Eng. Poets ~bridged: with 1 Totes and 1ll11flrat10ns by the Editor. De• 

figned for the improvement of youth in the know. 
ledge of polite literature, and as an ufeful aud pleafing compendium for pu fons of ri1,er )~ears; 
to which is prefixed, fome account of the Life of 

Dr. 



E. },,,Te-;J.,•UeJJ', a;zd Venzor & Hood. 
Dr. Johnfon; embell; 11ed with five beautiful heads, price 3s. 6d . board . • 

24. The Juvenile Olio, or 1\Iental Medley, by Dr. l\favor, r 2r10, 3s. 6d . bound . 
2 5, She ~an and ,. .,.enderfon's Pracl:ical l\1e­

thod ofreadmg and edting t.nglifh PoctrJ, 1 ~mo, 3s. 6d. bound. 

26. The Blo!foms of :Morality, intended as a companion to the Looking-Glafs for the Mind, 
with Cuts, ddigred and engraved by Bewick, 3s. 6d. bound. 

27. Sheridan and Walker's Pronouncing Die~ tion1ry of the Engltfh Language, 3s. 6d. 
28. The H111ory of the Bible, with Cuts, 3 s. 6d. 
29. The Orient::il J\foralift, or Dc~mies of the Arabian Nig Hs Entertain 11ints

1 3s. 6d. 
30. Rudiments of Reafon, or the Young Ex­perimental Philofopher, 3 vol. 4s. 6d. 
3 r. Dramatic Dialogues, for the ufo of Y onng 

Pufon-., by tht Author of the .ulinJ Child, in z vol. 5s. 

32. Tales of Infl:rn ,:lion ?.nd Amufement, n r't­
ten for the ufe of young perfons, by l\lifs l\i1c­chell, 2 vol. ho mcl, 6s. 

B· The Infant is Friend, part r, -A Spelling­Eook, by ~1rs. Lovechild, price 8d. 
34. The Infant's Friend, part 2, Read ing Lef­fons; containing leffons of 1rngle words; as trials, f11ort fentences, dialogues fuited to children, &c-. in monof}·llables; and leffons in longer words:­

The words of more than one fyllable prefixed to the refpeltire leffons, an<l divided accvrding to 

the 



Books fold by E. Newbe1y and'F"ernor & HooJ. 

tile found, in order to be acquired previous to at• 
te~1pting to read that leflon, by f\.Irs. Lovechild, price JS. 

3 ~- The Hifiory of Young Edwin and Little Jeffy: together with an account of the Pleafant 
\Valk wit~1 Margery, who lives at the foot of P.ar­
nafius, price 1~. 

36. The Blind Child, 2s. 
3 7. The Two Coufins, by the fame Author, 15. 
37. Tales for Youth, with \Vood Cuts, by Bewick, 2s. • 
3S. The Hifl:ory of Sandford and 1Ierton, 

abridged, 2s. 
39. Choice Emblems, for the Improvement of 

Youth, 2s. 
40. Anecdotes of Mary, or the -Good Gove-r­

nefs, 2s. 
41. The Natural Hi!tory of Fillies, and of Reptiles, Infects, \i::att.:rs, Earths, Fo1nl~, iVline­

rals, and Vegetables-; illuflratecl wj,h Gopper­plates.-This Volu[l)e, with the Hiil-ory of birds 
and Beafis, form a complete Syfiem of I '.1tur l 
Hifiory for the ufe of Young Perfons, each \0"' 
lume 2s. 6d. 

42. The Natural Hifl:ory of Birds, 2s. 6d. 
-"r3• The Natnral Hifi:ory of Beaf1s, 2s. 6d. 
44. The Looking G1afs for the Mmd~ with 76 

Wood Cuts, by Bewick, 3s. 
45. A new Hifiory of the Grecian 3tates, by 

the Rev. Mr, Cooper, 1s. 6d. 
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