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THE 

.Life and Adventures 

OF 

llOBINSON CRUSOE. 

I \VAS born of a respectable family in Yorkj 
. where my father, a uative of Bremen, had 

~et tlrd, ha\'ing by rnerchandize obtaiued a. hand
some fortune. l\.Iy heart began to be very early 
filled with roving thoughts; and though when I 
grew up, my father tried to persua<le me to i-ettle 
to bu::;incss, and my mother fondly joined in 
hiE-" entreaties, yet nothing· could induce me to lay 
hsi~.e my desire of goi:ag to sea; at let!gth I resolv
ed to gratify my di~position, in spite ofovery thing 
urged by my parents to the contrary. As if berit 
on mv 0\,11 ruin, I hardened mv::;elf a~11;nst the 
prudt:ut and kind advice of the n;ost indul, ent pa
rents; and lH:in~· one day 'at Il ull, where I met 
w!tli one of my compa11io11~, ,vho vrns going to sei\ 
iu his father's ~hip, he easily persuaded me to accompany him. 

I went on b0ard thi,; ship, "· hich was bound for 
London, on tht I ~t of Sc-pttm lwr, 1651, aud with
oet l.ettir1g my father know the rn:-h and disobe
dient stl p l hc1d taken, set :,ail; Lut the ihip was 
no f.onnn out of the LI umber, than the ".,ind be
gan to bluw, and the sea to rise in a shod,.mg 
ma!a1er, Not liaY ing heen at ~ea before, I feU 

A 2 



4 

~1ck, and terror filled mv mind. I saw my wick.. 

edne~s in disobeying th~ best of parents, and re

collected their excellent counsel. The wave::; ap

peared ready to swallow us up, and I lowed in the 

agony of my mind, that if it should plen,-e God to 

spare my life in this yoyaae, l would return to 111\ 

father, and gire up all tlw~ghts of ,i sea-t'arin:_!; life. 

Next day th~ wincl abated, unc1 1 ii(• sea gn w 

calm-the sea-s1ckmss went off, an<l m•, convla-, f 

nion langhed at mv frars : my ,rravity hf•c.inw ri~ 
' J .. n .. 

<lici1led, and my repentauce and so: >< ·r r' tll"c·ti0ns 

where drowned i 11 a howl of punch. Calm" e'.tthl'r 

continued for several days, and at lengt:1 we ~:amt' 

111to Yarmouth roach, where we cast anclw1· to 

wait fol' a fair wind. After ridiug here fo11r or fi\·e 

day~, the wind blew very hard: the road hO\\C ·er 

bei11~ considered nearly a,; good a:,, a harhonr, we 

eatertaine<l no fe:tr, but pu,:;e<l the time in mirth 

and joll1ty, till themon~in~ of the Pi~hth (hy, wheu 

the wind increa~ed, and we had all l1arnls at ,,ork 

to strike our topmasts, and cast our sheet an<.'hor, 

Now a tcrrib!e s' c,rrn commenced; terror uncl 

~mazernent were stron°lv de1)icted <•"en in the 
o • 

faces of tlw seamen themsdves; and as the master 

pa!-secl by me, 1 heard him say softly to himself

'~ Lord be merciful unto us, we shall all be lo:;t." 

I was stur1id <lurinn· the first coqfosi;Jn, lying :::-till 
• l o 1 • ·1 
111 my cabin in t 1e steerage. I cou c1 1 l res1.1111c 

the penitence I bud so apparently trnrnplrd upon : 

I even hardened mY~eli' a!!ainst it, and expe: ·kcl 

this storm wonlJ i)ass o,;er like tl1e tin,t. Bqt 

when the master came lff, and ~-re1ued ~o much 

alarmed, I was terribly f;·ig-htem·d ; l µ·ot up out 

of my cabin, and looked about; the sea ran rnou11-

taius high, and broke upon us eyery three oi· four 
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minutes: a ship foundered at :i di-stance; tw~ 
others that were near us had cut their masts by the 
board: and the mate and boatswain begged the 
ma-,ter to let them cut away our fort•.nast. 

1 cannot expres,, the horror of mind with whi_ch 
I was then seized. The sto,·m continued to m
crease, an<l I saw the master and boahwain, with. 
several others at prayers, expecting eve1 y moment 
the ship would go to the bottom. In the nnddle 
of the ni~ht, one of the men who had been down 
on purpose, cried out we had sprung a }Pak, and 
haJ four feet water in the hold, upon wh,ch all 
hands were called to the pump. I worked with 
the rest, but the water gained upon us, and it was. 
upparent that the ship would founder: the storm, 
however, beginning to abate, the ma::,ter fired guns 
for help, and a light ship which had rodt· out just 
a-head of us ventured a boat out to help us. 1t 
was at the utmobt hazard that it came near us, but 
the men ventured their lives to sa,·e ours; and out· 
men casting a rope over the stern with a buoy, 
they after much labour and hazard got hold of it, 
and we hauled them under our stern, an<l all got 
into the boat-we l1a<l hardly left her when we 
!caw her founder. My heart suuk with horror at 
the thong·ht of what was yet uefrre me. 

It Leing impossible for the boat to get up with 
the ship to wnich she belonged, we tried to reach 
th~ shore,. aud partly by rowi~lp;, aud by being 
driven by tile waves, we at last with great difficulty 
got to laud, and walked to Yarmoutb, whert we 
were received with great humanity, as well by the 
mugistrates of the town, who assignt:d us wgood 
q uurters, as by the merchants and owners of the 
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ships ; we had also money given us entncient to 
carry us either to London, or back to Hull. 

If I had now returned homL', my father would 
lrnve received me with tenderness; but a weak 
and foolish shame opposed all thoughts of it; I 
was fearful of being laughed at among the neigh .. 
bonrs, and should be ashamed not only to see niy 
father, but every body else. I remained some 
time in doubt what course to take; but having 
money in my pocket, 1 travelled to London by 
land. 

On my arrival in that city I fortunately fell into 
no bad company ; but being well dressed, 1 be
came acquainted with the master of a ship who 
had been on the coast of Guinea, and having hc1d 
gQoJ success there, was resolved to go again; ar.d 
he taking a fancy to me, told me, that if [ would 
go the voyage with him, I should be at no ex pence; 
and if I would carry any thing with me, I should 
have the advantage of trading for myself. 1 ex
pressed my thanks to him for his f;Pnerous offer, 
and ha,·ing raised £40. among some of my rela ... 
tions with whom 1 still conesponded, I pnrchased 
6uch toys and trifles as my friend the captain ad
vioed me to carry with me. But though in this 
voyage I was continually sick, being thrown into 
a violent caleuture by the excessive he[\t of the 
di mate; yet, under my worthy friend, I obtained 
a competent knowledge qf the JPijthematics, dnd 
the rules of navigation; learned how to keep an 
account of the ship's course, and to take an ob
servation; in fact, this vpyage made me both a 
sailor and a merchant; for I brought home five 
poun<ls nine ounces of gold dust for my adventure~ 
wbich on my return to London, prpduced 3001. 

, l' 
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I now set np u Guiuea trader; my friend, to 
my great mi~fortunt>, dying soon after his arrival, 
1 ,, as determined to go the same voyage a~ain ; 
and lea, in~ £200 iu the hands of my friend's wi
dow L emliarked iu the sume vessel with one who 
liud hee11 his mate in the former voyage, and now 
1,ad the command of the shiµ. Thi~ was one of 
the HlO$t uuhappy VOj uges that ever man made; 
for as we were steeri rw Lt::tweeu the Canary ] sland s n . 
and the Africau shore, we were alarmed, m the 
grey of the n1oruing, by a l\i1oorish rover of Sallee, 
who cha,e<l us with all the sail she could JUqke. 
,,, e al~o crowded all the canvas our yards coul<l 
~pread; but finding that the pirate gained upon 
llS, we prepared to light; our ship had but twelve 
gu11~-.-. the pirate eighteen. About three in the 
,lfternoon he came up with us, and a very smart 
action commenced; but after having twice cleart:>d 
the del ks of the lVJ oors, lost three of our rnen, arnl 
had t:>ight \\'ounded, we were all carried prisoners 
i11to Sallee, a port belonging to the Moors. 

The usage I met with was not so dreadful as I 
at first apprehended; nor was I carried, as the rest 
of otir people were, to the Emperor's court, but 
was kept by the master of the rover as his own 
prize, and made his slave. As my master took 
me home to his nousP, 1 was in hopes that he 
would carry me with him to sea, and that he 
would som~ time or other be taken by a man of 
war belo11ging to some Christian power, which 
would g-i\'e me liberty. But this hope was soon 
taken away; for when he went to sea, he ]eft me 
to look after his garden, and to do the common 
drudgery of a slave about his house. 

My master having the long boat of our :English 



~hip, liat1 a little gtatc-room <->r cabin built in the 

middle of it, like a bar~e, with a pln<"e L>eliind it 

to ~teer, an<l lwul home the main-:;lH·L't, a11other 

before, for a hand or two to \\Ork the sails. I11 the 

cabin wa~ room for him to lie with a t-luYe or t" o 

and a table to eat on, ~·ith !SOme small locke1;;, to 

put iu some bottles of such pro\'isious and liquors ar; 

he thought fit to rnt and d riuk, particularly liis 

bread, rice a11cl coffee. 
In this pleasure-boat he frequently went out a 

fo,hinc
0
r; and as I was 111l•!:>t dexterouis at catcl1i1w 

. n 

ti!:>h for him, he never went without n1e. One d.i\' 

he hnd ~elected nw to go out in his bunt witli t,, ~> 

or three Moors of di!:>tinction, aud had thueforc 

sent O\'t--r 11iµ;ht a largn stme of provi:,,iou~ tha11 

11~m.d; and orcl~1 ed me to gd n·,uly two o•· 1 hn e 

fusils with powder a11d !',liu1, wliicli ,, er•· 011 board 

his l'hip; for that tlit')' desig-11ed to hart· ,1,ort ut 

fowling-, ns well as fishing. l1J1t ill 1lie rnonH11g he 

c;a11o1e on board, said bi:; gue,-ts had dPdinc·d gorng-, 

and ordered nH~, w1tl1 the uw:1 .1:1d boy, to sail out 

with the boat, to catch soi111.: iiid1, as his friends 

were to sup with him. 
Deliverance now darted into my thoughts, and 

I rernlved to furnish myself for a \'oyage. 1 told 

the l\Ioor, that \Ve must not presume to eat our 

master':; bread; lie ~ .. u<l that was true, ancl brought a 

large basket of rusk5, and three jars of fre:;h water 

into the boat. E 11uwi11~· where my nw.ster's case 

of uottles stood, which a1~peared of English make, 

J conveyed them into the boat, while .Mult.'y, the 

l\1oor, was a~hore; [ abo took a great lump of 

bees wax, with a parcel of twine, of which I after .. 

wards made candles, a hatchet, a saw, and a 

hammer, 





I strpt forward, and taking the i\loor by 
surpriz<', tossl'd him over board into the sra, 
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Every thing being prepared, we sailed out of tin~ 
port to fo;h; but purposely catching- noue, 1 told 
l\J ult-y this would not dn, and. th,it we must g-o 
fortlwr out, whid1 he agreein~ to, set the sails, 
and L h ,tvin~ the lwln.1, nm the IJOat on near a 

lt,a!!_ue forth"r, and then hronglit her to, a~ if I 

,,.:ou_ld fish; ,1.·iil:'11 g·iyin~ tlw lioy the helm, I !:itept 
for,ranl, and t.1k1u~ 1he i\loor by sJ1rprizt', to,;sed. 

l1irn ovc:>r:)o,ird i1~to tlw sea; he rose 1n1r11t>diately, 
fir he ~warn likv a ~~ork, :11111 call<~d tn me tA takP. 

him iu; I pre~t•ntvd ou•~ of the fo'-\ li11~; l>ieces at 
him, and told h1rn if he approached the boat [ 

,~oultl shoot him thron;..::h the h~ad; but a~ the sed 
wa:.i -aim, he might t-a:~1\y reach the :.hore. 8C'i11~ 
a g·o1Hl :;\\ imn1er, l made no doubt tlHJ.t he n:aciied 

it with <'ase. 
J then turned to the hoy, whose name was Xnry, 

an<l ~aid to him, "Xury, if you \\·ill Le fai1.ltfol to 
PH', l ,,ill n1ake you a great man; Lut if voti 
·will not stroke yot~r fa('C-' to be true to rne (that is, 
swear by l\]ahonwt and his father's benrd) 1 mnst 
throw yon into thP. seH .ih.o." Xury !:imikd in my 
faf'e ::rnd spuke so mnocently that l coulcl 11ot rni~.,. 
trust. him; he &wo1e to be faithful to me, and to 

go all over the world wilh me. 
\Vhi1e Mn1i->y ,n1s in !:iight, I stood 011t to sC'a, 

that he rni~ht think me µ;one to the streights, as 
;:11,y lied)' in !1is semc>s ,., ould h:ive clone; \Jut 1t 1 o 

F-O0tH•r g l' l:' W dark, t ha11 I fool j..,l. l_\· ,;han l!;td my 

er ur:-t:, and ::;tt.'en rl tn t ht! $Ollt h; 11:\\ i 11~./ a l'rt•::-h 
~nle of wlllcl I maclt- 111ut h $ail, attd bd'o1e tlw pud 
;,f the 1w.xt day l lwlirn! 1 "a~ be~·urnl 1bt• Em.,. 
peror of '.\1oa,cco's dorni11ion:-. Y<!t H> frarl'n\ 
,,a.., l (1f fo\liug 11,to lll\' nui:,ll'r':- 'n:11 •d :, , that l 
ll ould ppt :itop 1,o 30 011 ·::bore, till l had ~aiktl in 



10 

tJ1at tna:rrner five d:1r~; when the wiud ::,hiftina r.:v . n fhe s011thward, I veuture<l to come to an a11chor ,,i 
llie mouth of a little rivet . 

. The principal t hi 1·g I \\ auted was fresh water. 
'''" entered ti:e C"rt't·k 111 the evening·, rf'~ol•;e<l to 
~wim on ~hore a,; orir1 1is it wa:-; rlark : b11t the 
wild beast madP su ·h;; l 1n·adfol liowli110· that the ::,, 
poor boy wns ready to die \\ ii h ft>ar. aud begg< d 
not to go ashon, till tl1<' 1Hxt day. ··\\'ell, X1in·" '- . ' , said I, "then I wo11'r, bnt we mar thC'n S{!C n~t•u 
who "ill be as b~td ton~ as the,1: li°o11s.'' .. Then 
we mav !!'l\'• them the shoot ,,·u11." ~airl Xurr .. (. "' • 1 langhing, "mak1• them ruu m,a) ;" such Engli::,h 
Xury sµoke liy t·onn·rsi11g arnou;.; us :::-lave~:. ~oon 
after this we r.av; monstrous great c1eatnres COHle 
<lown to the sea ~hore, ~rnd run into the "atcr to 
wash and cool thl'rn~<·l\'e:-, rnakir,g the most hide
ous howlin:;s and velli11~s. One of them rnakinu . ' :, 
llp to us, Xury said was a lion, anJ callt>d on rne 
to wtigh the audior, :tlld put ont to sea ; I iu-
1-:tantly saw a wild bt·abt t, ithin two oars !e11gt h of 
us-siiatchiug- up a gun I firt:'c.l at him, 11po11 wliich 
he turned about aud S\\atn towprcls 1 he :;ltorc. It 
is imposf.ible to dt>scribe t lie hor: id crit':- .aid hon 1-
lll"S th;.it were raised, as weli II pon the edge of tlH! ~ 

:,;hon', as big-her up the countr,v, upou t11e rt>port 
of a 0 ·11 n ; and this cou vi need me that thl'l'e was ,, d . no o oi 11 o· 011 Ian ,it lll:Iht. "°"'I C, ,., 

The next mo1 ning Xu ry a~ke<l for one of tl1c 
j:ns, and said hl' w.oul.l !:(O and ~t't•k fi,r v.att r. I 

·asked him\\ by J1e l\'Ouid go: tlie boy replied with 
rn much affection that J could Hot help ll1\'i11g- him. 
" Jf wild mans come tlwr Pat me, yon t?;O ,,\\ay.'' 
"\Ytll, Xury," ~aid J, ,: we will both go, unil if 
the wild u1et1 conic we "ill k11l thtm-tlwy ~bull 

t• 
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e1:i_t 1H:itlwr of ns . ..., I thn1 gave Xul'y a dram out of the case of Lottles, and hauling the boat as near the shore as we thouisht proper, waded to thll !and, carrying; uothi11g- but uur arms and two jar! for water. 
I took cure not to lose sight of the boat, fearing 1l1~ w \'ages might come dow ll the river in canoes ; the bov rambled to a low place up th<! country, and l shortly af'ter s:1w him come running· toward~ me· thinking he mi~ht lw pursued by ::iavage,1, or fnghtt~ned by a wild beast, I ran to meet liim. \Vheu I came nearer, l aaw !:loruetliing hanging ove1· his t-li,JUlder. which w11s nu animal he had ~hot like ;i Lnt, <lifferent in colou,·, an<l longer legs ; w~ f. ,u11d it excellent meat. Xur_y was much pltas,,cJ; told m e be had found g·ood wakr, aud seen 110 wild mans. \\' e thnefo, e filled our jars, feasted on our 1i.:re and set ~ail. 

\Ve wPre frequently obliged to g·o ashore fl,r fre- h watt•r; <.:oming to an anchor I arlJ 011e morn ... ing, Ulltler a small poiut of land, a11d hta)·ing for the tide f;oing farther in, Xury ealbf 8oftly to m1: ~n<l said we had hest go farther off the shore :" Y oHdt>t' 11 cs," said he, " a dread fol monster fast asleep." I looked whe1·e he pointed, and saw ,,l great licm that lay on the &ide of the shore, un<ler the shade of a part of the hill that hung over hi u1 . Charging my three guns I took aim at his head~ but lying with his foot r-i.ised a little abore his no~e, the slug broke his leg·. He started up o-rowliug·, hut fell down again; then rose upon tG'ree !{_!,;._, and gave the most hideous howl that e\'er { hea1~ · b~1t ~s he was going to _make off I again fi reJ, shvt htn1 In the head, saw hun drop aud struo·uli11<r for 1·1· X k' r-~ 0 1 e,. ury now ab ~Ulg leave to g.9 on shQ.re ! <'Oll .. 



senkcl ; so jnmpin~ into the water with the little 

gun in oile hand he swam with the other. Com ... 

in~ in clo.;e npon the li1111, he put the muzzle of 

the piece to his ear, and shut him into the hea<l 

~gain, wl1ich quite dispatched him. I now re~ 

solved to take uff his skin, and o·oin<r ashol'e the 

l 
n ~ ' 

rny and I accomplished it, but uot without much 

labriur. In two day5 the !-tt11 dried it suaicicntly; 

und I afterward5 used it to lie upon. 

After thit'I stop, we still procee<led to tl:c s011th

ward for ten or twelve days, in hopes of making 

the river Gambia or Senegal; or of meeti1w SOllle 
~- ~ 

European ship, living all the white very sparingly 

on our provisions, which bt!gan to ~row r,!iort. 

"\Ve now saw that the land wa5 inhabited, and tl1nt 

the peoplt: were uot only black, but naked. A 

'tve drew nenrer to the laud, they ran along- the 

shore some distance, with no weapons 111 their 

hands except one of them, who h:Hl a lauce. I 

made sig-us to them for something to eat, :ind th!:'y 

tnuking· si~·ns for me to stay,! lowered my s,iil and 

luy liy. Two of them ran up into the conntry, 

and in less than half an hour returne<l with two 

pieces of dried flesh, and some corn; but thonsh 

I wa~ willing· to accept it, I was loath to veuture 

on shore to them 1 and they were equally afraid of 

us: they took a safe iv-ay, however, for ns all, for 

having brouµ;ht it to the shore, they laicl it down, 

stood at a di~tance till we fetched it on board, an.J 

then returned. \Ve made signs to thank tht'm·, 

ha\·ing nothing we could g-ive them in return. 

At this moment an opportunity offered of obligA 

inn· them ; for two furious wild beasts, one pun,u

ing the other, came running with great swiftness 

from the mountui.u..?• These naked people ·wer 

• t 
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tetrib1y frightened, e'lpecially the women; and a.It 
fled except the man with the lance. They did not 
attempt to fall upon the negroes, but plunged into 
the sea, and came nearer our boat than I at first 
expected. Howe\·er, I was prepared for him, and 
as soon as he came within my reach, 1 fired, and 
shot bim through the bead-he died instantly. 

Terror and dismay seized theEe poor creatures 
at the report and fire of a gun; some were ready 
to die with fear. But when they saw the creature 
dead, and that I m:.1de a sign to them to come to 
the shore, they took c·mrage, retunwd, and began 
to st>arch fo;· the creature that had sunk. I found 
l1im by the bl(lod staining the water, and by the 
help of a rope which I flnng- round him, and ga\·e 
to the negroes to haul, they dragge<l. him to land, 
and found that he was a fiue leopard, most beauti
fully spotted. The other creature, terrified at the 
gun, swam back to the shore and ran directly to 
the mountuins. 

Finding that the negroes were for eating the 
leopard, I ma<le signs for them to take it, which 
pleased tliem much. They imnw<liately, with a 
sharpened piece of hard wood, took off the skin 
more readily than I could baye done with a knife; 
they offered me some of the flesh, which I de
clined accepting, but made signs for the skin., 
which they tn.:('ly gave me, besides a grent deal 
more provisions. I tbe11 took one of my jars, and 
holding it Lottom upwards, she·wed them that it 
was empty, and tliu.t I wanted to have it filled. 
They under•tood me, and two of them running 
away returned with a large earthen vessel, which 
seemed a.~ if burnt in the sun; this they set do,yn 

Ii 
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c-; before, and I sent Xury on shore widi my jar-&',. 
'"'here he tilled them. 

About h·n day~ after, as I wa-. steering out to 
t.ea, in Ol'dt>r to double a cape, l had tiie v:~w of 
~ome ibla:1d:,, ,~ hicb 1 !-iuppost:d to be tlio~e of C'aptl 
Verd. l w;:is :.:f'r:lid of venturing- so for from the 
~hore, for if I should be taken with a fresh gale of 
wind. I might nen:r be able to reach again either 
the one or the other. In this dilemma l sat dow11 
iu i.lte cabin; on a sudden Xury called out i11 

a fright," l\Iaster, :\Jaster, a "hip !" fearing it 
was liis master's vessel in pursuit of us. l jumped 
out of the cabin, and saw it waH a Portu~ue~e ,·c~
sei. I rnstantly pressed all the sail I could make, 
but btgan to despair of coming up with them, 
when they li~pp11y discovering me, shorw11cd ~ail, 
that J mig11t come up with tlH'tn. 

On coming along sidl', they asked u1e what [ 
was, in Portuguese, Sparnsh, and Fre11cli; but L 
u nde!·stoou none of them; :it last a Scotch sailor 
<:alkrl to me, and I replied l was an Engli~hm:rn, 
,, ho had escaped shn·ery amon2· iht::'..\'Ioors ;it Salle.-. 
They ,lien kindly took me on LJ()ard, togt:tlier "'ii h 
all rny goods. 

My joy nt this delivcl'anre was inexpre,-sihle. I 
immediately offered all that I had to the captain o( 
the :Ship, but he generou:;;1y Jf<:lined ncct:pting any 
tliing; he told me that 'lll J ha<l should be de• 
fr1tered to me when I came to the Bra~ils; ;ind 
that he would save my lift> on no other tc>rms, tl1all 
such as he would be glad to Le saye<l hirrnielf, in. 
similar circumstances. He offcre<l me 80 piece.s 
of eight for my boat, -!O ducats for th"' lion':S skin, 
_W for th~ leopard'~, -.nd for my boy, Xur.), he gf. 
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ft.red me Go pif'Ce~ of eigl1t, which I ,, as loath tP.' 
·take, being unwilling to sell the boy's liberty, wh•l 
had sr> fa.itn'.'ully assisted in procuring my own! 
but when I told him mv reason, he owned it to Le 
just, and ottered to fet "the boy free in ten yen rs if 

')1e turned Christian, which Xury cousenting to, I 
let th,, captain haYe him. 

\.Vf! had a very good voyage to the Brazils, and 
arri\'f,d in All-;;c1ints bay i11 a1Jout twenty-two days. 
I can ,ie, er l)nflieit>ntiv admire the generous treat
rneut <Jf th~ captain;· ht- reco111me11Jed me to au 
l1onu;,t lllan, who had a plantation and a · sugar 
hons£•, with whom I livC'd till I had learnt the 
rnanrier of planttng ~n<l making of sugar, .ifter 
whieh I took out a lettt·r of naturalization, pur
chased an uncultivatt~<l piece of land, and corn
meueE-d pl:rnte1·. 

For tbe finst two years I rather planted for food 
than any thing else; but haviug at length cleared 
a suft,cient quantity of lan<l, I planted some to
bac('o, and a few sugar cane&, and beg,m to thrive. 
1\'leanwhile the go0<l captain who h.ad taken me up 
at se;•1, alHl v. horn I had entrm,tecl with g~tting for 
me, on his return to Europe, half the moriev T 
lia<l 1, ft 111 Lon<lon, rectivc>d 100/. out of the 2001. 
I had left tlH·re, and laying- it out to the Lest ad
\'a11tage m tnols :1nd Engli,-.h <·ioth, stufrs, &c. lie 
arrived in Bra:.ti "1th his trea..,uret-i, \\ hich turned 
to ~r(•nt fl('C'1'llllt, and enabled me to udvancc rny 
µlantat1on, auct lO pm chac,e two ucgro slares, au<l. 
~111 Europl.ill H·•·v 11,t. 

Had I <'Ontinuc d in the station I was now iu I 
rnif.!.·ht h·,,e hePn liap1 y, bnt gro\,in~ rich apac(•, 
;11y ht.:ad be.au !o be foll of projects au<l under-
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takings beyond my reach. Having lrarned the 
Janguage, I now contracted a11 acquaintance and 
friendt-hip with my fellow planters, and several 
merchants I had often ta] ked to them of the me
thod of purchasing neg-roes on the coast of Guinea, 
and thPy being pleased with the project, easily pre
,·ailecl on me to make a voyage for that purpose. 
"\Ve fitted out a sh\p of about 120 tons hur<len., 
·which c-arried six guns and 14 men, besides the 
master, liis hoy ;wd myself; we took with us no 
other cargo than a fe,, toys for trading with the 
neg-roe!-'. 

1u this vessel I set sail hoping· to purchase slaYes 
to as~ist us in our plantations; and stood to the 
11orthward in order to stretch orer to the African 
coast. For twelve days we had very good we~ther, 
hut soon after we had crossed the !me a v10lent 
hurricane drove us out of our knowledge, and for 
many days we expected nothing lmt death. To add 
to our distress, one of our men died of a calenture. 
~rnd a man and hoy were washed overboard; about 
the twelfth day the storm abating, \.,e found our
selves upon the coast of Guinea, upon which we 
resoh·ed to stand away for Barbadoes, to refit. 

\Vith this d<>sign we change<l our course; but 
soon after a second ~torm a1 ose, ·which carried us 
1\·ith the same im petuositJ we::,twnrd, and drove us 
out of the way of all h11rpan comnwrce. in this 
cli::itress, one o·f our rneu, early one morning-, cried 
out, "Lfrnd!'' We irnmediutdv ran out of the 
n1b1n, in hopes of :;eeing whEre ,~e were, but the 
~l1ip ::,truck up.in a sand, and in u moment, her 
rndder being- :,topped, the Fca uroke over her in 
such a manner, that we expected we :--hould have 
l)erishc!l. ! t is uot eu~y to coHceivc our conster-
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nntion, for as the raging of the sea was still great, 
we supposed that the ship would in a few m111ute~ 
lJreak to pic.:ces. Before the storm we had a boat 
at the stern, which was staved by dashing against 
the ship's rudder. \Ve had another boat on board, 
which the mate laid hold of, ,.md with the help of 
the rest of the men, flung her over the ship's sidP, 
then getting all into lier, being ekw~n in number, 
committed oursel\'es to God's mercy; the wiud 
cl riving us towards the shore, we ~oun plaiuly saw 
that the :;ea went so high it would be impu:::si!de 
for tlw boat to escape, ,ind that we should be i11-
t>vitnh\y drowned. \Ve howe,·c>r 8teered towards 
hind; l·ut aft<"r we had rowPd, or rather been 
d1 i\'f:'tl about a league and a half, a wave, mou11tuin 
lii!.!,·li, came rolling astern c,f u~, and took us with 
i-ucli fury, that it o, erst>t the boat, aud separatf'd 
u:- from one another. I was carried hy this wa,·e 
a great way towards tl,e shore, and having- spent 
1t,;e[f weut back, and left 111e tq•on the land almost 
dry, but halt dc·acl with the water I took iu; 1 frn<l 
however, so much j>ll'::icnce of mi11d, as well as 
hn•ath left, that S<'Ptn~· ll1) self nearer the main Lrn<l 
tha!J J t'XfH:cted, I (!,Ot upon my foet, a11cl endea
,·ourt:d to make to,nucb it as fast as I could, be ... 
fun: :111other wun: ::ihould return: but I ~aw the 
::-t·a come after me, as high as a great hill, and as 
furious as an euemy, which I ha<l uo strength to co11te1,d with. 

r 'lie wuvc that came t,pnn me aga;n bllricd me 
~o or :3o f'l.'t·t i11 its own bock, a11d I eonld feel 
mysl'!f ean-il:!d with prodigiut{:, :-wifttH.:~s towarJs 
tlu• :c-hnrt·, h11t I h1·ld mv bn•at h, a11d end ea, oured 
to :,wan fi.H,, .. mJ with :,ii mv rni.,ht. 1 wa~ ready - ~ . .li 3 . 
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tD hurst with holding my breath, when I found 
my head and hancls shoot above the surface of the 
wnter: and though I con Id scarcely keep my~elf 
in this situation above two srcouds, yet it gave me 
hrrath and fresh courage. I was covered again 
with water a ~ood while; however, I held ~ut, 
and finding the water had spent itself, I struck 
forward, and soon found the ground again with 
my feet. I stood still a few moments to recover 
my breath, till th':! water left me, when I took tQ 
my heels, and ran with all the streng-th I had left 
to.wards the shore. But neither would this deliver 
me from the fury of the sea, which ove1takina-• n 
me, and hurrying me aloug as before, da:,,hed me 
against a piece of rock, and left me semeless; 
but recovering Lefore the return of the waves, I 
held fast by tfae rock till they abatrd, and then ran 
.again. In· short, after another wave or two, I got 
to the main land; clambering up the cliffs of the 
shore, I sat me down on the grass. 

I now returned thanks to my Creator for saving 
my 1-ife; and rising up, walked about on the shore, 
filled with ecstacy, and wrapt np in the contempla
tion of my own happy deliverance. But I soon 
found my comforts abate; for I was wet and had 
no clothes to shift me; and looking ro~rnd 1 saw 
110 prospect out. tliat of perishing with hunger, or 
of being- <levopred by wild Leasts; for I had nq 
weapon either to ki11 any crenture for my subsist-: 
encc, or to defend me from any beasts that might 
desire to kill me for theirs. I had, indeed, nothing 
about me but a knife, a tobacco-pipe, and a little 
tobacco in a box ; this \\ as all my pro\'ision ; anq. 
night corp.ing on, I ~·alke<l aboat a furloug from 
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the shore to see if I could find any fresh water to 
drink, which l did to my gn'at joy, and having 
drank and put a little tobac~o in my mouth to pre
vent hunger, I climbed into a tree. I then cut a 
short thick. stick for my defence ; placed myself 
so that if l should sleep I might not fall, and being 
much tired, slept very comfortably all night. 

When l awoke in the morning the £torm had 
abated; I was much surprised to find that in the 
night the ship had been lifted up from the sand by 
the swelling of the tide, and driven almost as far 
as the rock against which I had been dashed; aud 
she standing upright, I wished myself on board. 

A little after noon I found the sea very calm, 
and the tide ebbing so far out, that I could come 
within a quarter of a mile of the ship; I then saw 
that if we had continued on uoard, w·e had all been 
safe; this forced tears into my eyes. The wea-. 
ther being extremely hot, I pulled off my clothes, 
and took to the water; but when I came to the 
ship, I found no means of getting on boarrl, she 
lying so high, that I could fiud nothing within my 
reach; J swam twice round her, and the second 
time observing· a small 11iece of rone hano·ino· dowl\ ,~ · l ~ b 
I reached bold of it, and got int,, her forecastle. 
flere I found that the "hip was bulged, aud had a 
~reat deal of water in the hold; bnt to my great 
JO.V saw that the ship's provi!'-ions where <lry; and 
'heing well <li::-posed to Git, I w<,nt to the bread 
room, filled my pockets with bi~cuit; and eat as I 
went about other things. ln the t;reat cabin I also 
found son~e rum, of which I took a large drum, to 
enable me to accomplish my design. 

As I found several spare v:.ll'ds, and. some larrre 
spars of wood, I let them down with ropes Ly the 
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~hip's side, and going down to them, tit'd them: 
together, aud 11).ade a ral't, plac111g· st•, eral pieces of 
µlank upon them cross ,vays; after wlllch I laid U[> 
all the p1eccs of board that came to bud. I uext 
broke open and emptied three of tLe seamen's
chests, lowered the111 down npvu tlie rnft, and tilled 
1hem with brcad,,ome dried gont's fle~h, und tlnf'e 
l)utch cheese~. I fuunc-f sen·ral Cd.Su; of b\}ttles, 
in \.vliicl1 were ::-.Ollh:' cord1<,l waters, an<l tin~ or six 
gallons of :...rrad~; t!teoe I sto11ed by thcm::,el,es 
110t h:Htug;-room for them iu tht> ehe~ls; I likewise 
let down the carpenter's clwst, which WU$ worth 
mo:·e than a ship lo3<l oi gold to me. I next 
fou11cl two good fowli llg" pit·ccs, I wo pistols, v. ith 
~0111e pu1, dt->r horn:-, t\ro barrels of po,\ rler, and 
two rustv o id sword~, ~u of"' h1cll I placed on the 
raft, u1Hi with thi~ illlalual,ie t'argo I ret-ohed to 
put lo bl 'a, ,,.1tl10ut t-ither :,ails, om~, or n1,lder; 
hut t be tide wa~ now rai~i11~·, and !'!d in for the 
·!11, re, :rnd the little wiud there was, bll:'\, to\\ards 
l:ind; lic.,idf:.s, 1 found tl'.'o or three broken oars 
1hat lH-l<111g·ed totliebuat, "hiehsen·edmetupu h 
the raft ul ,ug. . 

~Ir rnft wC'nt ,·erv wPll for abo11t a nnle, and 
with ·it I t·ntel(,d a c;·tek; hut after having sen·rnl 
tiuw.s i:arrowly C!'!<·aped u,·erM•tti11g- i1, I pu,lied it 
011 a ilat pie(:e of ground, O\'er ~ hid1 the tide 
tlowed, and with rnv brokl:'u oars faste11t>d it to tie 
p-rotrnd. Tht1s I n~maiuf::d till the ,,ater ehbul ~ 

,;_ he11 I plar,:rl my cargo safe 011 laud. 
At uiu·ht I harricadoed lll\s1•lf rou11ci \\ith thP. 0 • 

clll:sts aud boards I haJ l.,rougl1t on shore, of 
n hieh I mad ea kind of hut, 

The 1wxt day, thiuking- that I might yet ohtaiu 
many u::-l'ful articles out of the ~liip, l rl't-oh (.d to 
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I\Iy raft went very · 1e ancJ well for about a m1 ' 

"' ith it I rnlered a creek. 
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malce a second vorage. My raft being too un
weildy, I S\, am to the ship and made another, oil 
which· l placed two or three bags of nails and spikes, 
some hatchets, a grindstone, two or three iron 
crows, seven mu sketg, ano .. lil.·r fowling piece, two 
barrels of muoket baHs, a large b:1g of small shot, 
all the men's clothe:, I could find, a !-q L1a"e fore
top-sail, a hammock, and some bed .. 1 i1;~;; and all 
these~ I had the plt:asure of lauding in safety. 

1 now went to work and built me a hnt with the 
sail and some poles whicli I cut for that purpose; 
I brought int0 it every thi,1g I knew the sun or 
rain would spoil; I pilect all the empty d1c~sts 
and ca:iks in a circle runnd tlw hut to fortify it from 
any sudden ~ttack from m:111 ur beast; blucked up 
the door with boards, sprt:aci one of the beds upon 
the ground, laid my pi1,tols nt:ar my head, my gun 
by my side, went to bed, and slept very quittly 
all night. 

Every da.y at low w<.ler I went on board and 
fetched something a:;hore; after I had considered 
Ihad takeD eve::ry thing •"orth bringing away, I 
had the pleasure to discover a great hodgshead of 
bread, three lurgc rnr.lets of rum, a box of fine 
sngar, a11d a barrd of fine flour. 

I had been l 3 dn, son sho~·e, and J 1 times on 
ho ... rd the ship, but {n one of these fXCursiotlS had 
the rnisf",Ttu11e to lll,&vt my raft; but it bein!! in 

' ., (J 

shoal w· Lt:.r, aud the thin°·s chif'fly heavy, I re .. 0 • • 

cove:-P ' u;a11Y of then1 when the tide wns out. In-
deul had th; calm weather co11tinm.<l. I IJ,:lirve 
} sh~uid have hrnught away the whole ship piece 
l>y piece; hut \1t·epariug the 12th time to go on 
board, I ft,111HJ the wind began to rise; how,evt>r, 
at low water I went, then rummagii}g the cul.Jin, 



f di:-covered a lock€!' with a drmver in it, in one of 
·which I fouud two or three razors, a pa;r of S('is~ 
sars, ten er a dozen good knive-; and iurks, auJ iu 
.another about 561. value in gold and siin·r. 

Seeing- the monev I r,,n1ilcd to Ui v:--elf, and s:1i<l 
alond, " 0 drug, \\=hut a,·t tho11 good for? Oill' of 
the k11i\'('S are worth this \\'hole l.eaD; rernaiu 
where you a•·e, and go to the lJottom." ' llo,Vt'\'er 
upo11 ::;1 eoud il1oug·ht I took it away, a1!d wr,tp;ii 11g 
all in a pi(•n.· of can\as, tlwug·ht of nm king- an<>lher 
r,1ft; but while l ~\Us m:.iki11µ; it, the \\'i11d blt:'IJJ 
off the shore, aud l wus necesi-itated k giYe 1t up, 
and g 1 ·t back as fa~t as I eou!d--afler much dilli
cu lty, l,owe\'ll' l swam to the land. 

In tht-> rr:orning l wa-, 1:>lll'f~riRt-cl that 11othin.~ 
was to be s1•t•n of t:1e ship. 1 now W•!llt in ~,eareh 
ofa pl.we wiie"e I 11,igl1t lix my dweliing; 1 f'ouucl 
a li t I le plai II on the ~ide of a ri::,in~· Iii 11, which Wdr. 
tlinl' as steep a,; the !:-ide of a houst->. bu that nothing
cou]J come dow11 to me from the top; on the sitle 
of this rock \\:IS~ll hollow place, like th.; f'ntrance 
of;,! cave, lit·fore which I n solved to fix my tent. 
Thi~ plai 11 \\ as not above· I 0,, yards in bre:.1<.:l t.!1, and 
t,1.,·<· .... !.0:1!_!; de,-,1 end:11g to die :-eH. 

Dt•f' ,r•· I ~et up my tud: l drew a half ci!'c]e he
f )i't• 1:1,· I oll11,\ place:, which extende:d 20 .,al'd : 
ill tLis h,,.f (' c1e 1 p:~cl1ed two rows of 1,,tn'11; 
.st:1kt'$, :llld 1.ro1· 0 them into tht> ground like pilb; 
ti1t v s:011d al1.011t Ji~·e fret aud a half out of the 
grn~llld, sl:arpe111 d /HI the top. I then took ti:. 
~iit·Ct->"- uf C'ahlt> I had r·t.lt i11 the t-hip, a11cl laid tht 1u 
ju ro·,1 ·, 011e 1q ,on ;,nother .up to the top: an<l tl rn 
f<'ll 1.:l~ ,, :1~ ~o stroul!.; that 11c•it her man nor bca,t 
criu ld eLtt.'r it. 1 he entr~rnc.e J mad I.! bv a 1,,J:01t 
hd<ier ru go oyeJ: the top, ,•,l~icl1 whe.i I ~:i~ Ill 
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J hftPd Mel' after me-1 nto this fence h•; <le!.!.T<c:•!:· i <'arried all my riche~, p'"ovi~inns, amm11;11tio{1 :rnd 
itores, and made a IPr~P. tent to st~c·ure mys1 If und 
them from the \\e;1tlier. \Vhen this wa:- done, I 
began to work my wa,· ,uto tht, rock, wi1i('h wa:s 
pretty soft; layi11;r al I ti e earth au<l sto11es I du;.;· 
out within the folll'l', i,1 the llHllllH.'r of..:. terrace, :..;1d thus 1111td a <.:a\'ej11:-t lwllil1d 1riy t~~ul. 

I frequently Wl'tlt to tile top of the hill to see if 1 conltl di~corer any !--hi1,-su!11t~timt s ! faul'1ed .l 
~aw a ~ail at a \'a,;t di:,,tan<'e, and plea~ed m,vsc.-lf 
v,itli the liopt'::- of its reu111y t:i\ I r.-a" :.dmo:-t bliud 
'"'itb look i 11 '.!; ; tlv..:n I ! c!, t it 'ill i t1', and bemoauiu "· 

n mv l(\11dv s:tl1ati(1ll, wq>t like a <·hild. 
·Bel'on/ the abore works,, err c<>11i plded, a sud~.-

1le11 ~torm of thundn and li~ht11in~ ti·lled 1n-· wit'-1 ' ,, t:-.c~·s:.i\'e terror; i'or my powclt>r -.nddenly darted 
iuto 111v rnititl, nud 111v heart ~11nk withi111~1l'at tbe thon~l~t, th.it nl 011e lib~~t it mi!a:;lit all be dl'::;troy
e,l; 011 \\ hi<_•h not ouly m_,· ue1e11ct·, 1111t th1. pr~;
,·id ng of Ill)' foo,I <l,~peudt>rl. :l\o H)OlH .. r wa,; tit.!:! 
~t•>r111 0\'(.:r, whcu i 1a1d aside everv other ,,ork, to· 
1n·1ke bo~, sand hugs, to St•paratc • my po1vdl'r; uf 
thfse 1 m::dl' alrnut a h1rndl't-:d, ai.cl put ahom a pollnd :Jnd ;i li,1lf in t'l-lch which tuok up my 
vvho!e sto('k of 1,0,.\tJt>r. I put t!1em i11to ho!Ps 1q, 
and dl•\\'ll the n eks in ~uch a ma1rner, t.iat 011€ parcel ~l.oulc.l not tire another. 

While all tiii:. was doing, I wn1kt>d out at ka t: 
oi.;cc every duy with my gu11, ~,f. weH to di, t rt 111). a.elf ai,; to sLe if l could kill auv thin°· fit for food, ., :-, ' and to a':.'cf'rtaiu wLat the isl a ml prod LH't•d. The 
fo::;t time I "~llt out l ha<l ti,e plc::'a::;1qt• to ti1:d 
there ,. crl' ;:?;Oab on the island: but tl1t'\' werl' H1 
i.11;', subtle, \rnd swift, of foot, tlwt :t was~ ,·ery di~ 



fi.cult 1o come up with them; 1ut observing that 

they did not easily see ol>.iects abo\'e them, I often 

killed them by climbing the rocks, and shooting at 

those in the valleys. During these rounds, I found 

in the woods n kind of wild pigeons, whic:h built 

in hoks of the rocks; I onk some wild ones~ 

which I en<lea\'oured lo breed up tame; but when 

they grew ol<l they flew at\'U) ; 1 frequently found 

their nt:sts, and their youug ones were excellent 

meat. 
\Vhen I had heen some <lavs on shore, it came 

into my mind that I should l~sc my reckoning of 

time, and not he able to diati11gnish Sundays from 

working d,!•:s. To pre\·cnt this I set np a larg-e 

square po:st on the shure where [ fir,-,t landed, and 

c·nt upo11 it wit!1 a knife. 1 landed here the 30th 

Sept. !G5g. E\'ery <lay I cut a nrJtch on the ~icit-s, 

and eyery seventL 1.otch was twice as long a:s the 

rest and even· first <la)· of the month as lo1w a<Tain 
' J ~ b 

as the Sunday notch; this was my ruode of 

keeping- trne tirn•!. 
The ship produced me ome pens, ink, and 

p,lpcr; some mathematical instrumeuts, and three 

good bibk8, witfa rnl'ious other hooks, which I 

carefully secured. I brou a ht a!:>hore with me also 
:, 

two cats, and a dog sw::nri on shore, who was a 

trusty servant to me many years; he was indeed 

so goo<l a cc,m1,anion, thut I was at n 1oss for no

thing that he codtl fetch me; he only wanted the 

power of speech to bccom~ a most af!;reeable friend. 

Thoug·h I had nmnssecl so much, I still wanted a 

variety of articles, such as a spacle, p:ck-axe, ond 

8l1ovel, pins, nfeclles, and thread; 1 soon learnt to 

do very well without linen, but the want of toob 

made every thiug procec<l slo\\ ly, It ,·.-as nenrly a 
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11~! year b efore I finished my pales and sunounded my 
n habitation; but what need had I to have been 
,.t concenied at the tediousness of what I had to do? 

-1~nd if I \\ranted a board, after using those l had brought 
u It from the ship, I had only to cut down a tree, lay 
_,,,, the trunk before me, hew it flat on both sides with 
~El my axe, till I had reduced it to a plank, and then 
un~ make it smooth with my adze. 

lien: Having finished my habitation according to the 
fir i; t plan, I foun<l it too H:1all to contain all my 

till moveables; every thing was in such confusion, 
, .r that I could hardly turn myself-so I set about en
ft in larging my cave, and laboured heartily till I hacl 
, •: worked sideways into the rock farther than my 

outside bale, and hewing a way through, made a 
back door to my store-house. I then made a table 

.,\., and a chair, which were great conveniencies; 

.t~e shelved one side of my cave, and knocked up 
;1~ pieces of wood into the rock to hang my_ things 

• of on. 1 felt much pleasure, when every thrng was 
properly arranged, in the orderly appearance of 

~J my cave. 
, c' Scarcely had I finished my habitation, however, 
h I when I had nearly been buried in its ruins. I was 

.~.'.~ at work just in the entrance of my cave, wht:n 
.J suddenly the earth came tul'11bling down from the 

, · { roof of it, and the edge of the hil I, over my 
,r ,, head. For fear of being- buried in tl-le rubbish, 
i'. I ran forwards to my ladder, and not thinking my .. 
c.1·, self safe even there, got over the wall, lest some 

11 1\ pieces of the hill should roll down upon me. 1 
, 1 was no sooner on the o-bround but it shook violently 

e,• d 
, :tl un er me. There were three shocks at about 

• ,,
11 eight minutes di:.tance, \'iolent enough to have 

, i C 
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nt·erturncd the strnngest 1rnildiu~·: and ~hout half 
11 rnlle from lll<' a grt·at piece of a rock fell down, 
_rnaking- :he most ternhle noi-;,~ I ewr witnessed. 
Tile earthquake had mad~ me si,·k at my stomach, 
hut this drPadfol noise was ld;e a11 electric shoC'k 
to rne. I expecterl that the hill would fall Hpon 
rny tent, and bury all my ~tore; but when the--! 
third shock was ov,~r, and l felt u0 more, [ b~g·an 
to take courage, yet durst not retnrn over my w.:dl, 
for fear of he111g buried ali,·e. In a few honrs it. 
rained Yery hard, and 1 "a'> fon,ecl to go into 1uy 
cu,·<:', as also to bt'~in a 11ew work, which was to 
cut a hole throng-h niy fortilicat1ou to let out the 
,Yater, that I mig;ht uot be clrowoed. This, and 
cleari11g- the cave of the rubbish t,rnk me np some 
time. Au<l I now propped up the top to prevent 
a ~imilnr aecidL'llt. 

I now thou 6 ht of nrn.krng myself a tent at some 
distance from the rock· vet the fe:1r of li\'i1w , . n 
Hhn>nd withont a fc1Jc<· \\,is almost equally terrible, 
11nd w lic11 l :::aw rny,,elf coucealcd at1d ~afe from 
t'\·vry otlil'r 1hng·e1: l wus lot h to rernove. 

J n ~CllllL' little time I rcco\'ered from nw fri~·lit, 
a nJ after that frtqueutl_y ki I led goats for ;llj sub
"Jst~11ce, \\'lio:-.e fat. suppliPd my lamp, ·which was 
u dish macle of clay baked iu the sun, and for a 
,,·1ck made 11::-e of oakum. 111 the 1uirlst of all 
my labo1irs, \\ bt'11 I was rnmmag·iug arnong·st my 
things, l found a little h,,g· with a f'ew husks af 
<·om in it, :ind wanting it, l shook it out hy the 
"i<le of l1l) habitation. This wasjust before !:ome 
heav, rain, aud abnut a month afterwards I sa,v 
!:!0111~ green stalks shooting out of the ground; but 
ho\\ !iibull I exprei-s my surp··ise when, some time 
ioifter, I saw ltl>out ten or twdv(: ~ar5i or burle:y ! It 





Durieg thl' intrrrnl of this oprrntion, I oprncd 
my book, and thr first words "hi~h nH t my rye 
wen·, "Call upon me in the clay of trouble, and 
I will deliver tlwc·. '' 

Page 27. 
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,vas at first matter of ac;;tonishment to see such R miracle, but I at Ienoth recollected havi11g shook 
the baa- co11tainino- th..,e husks on that spot. vVith ~ n . this barlPy there also came np a few stalks of rice, 
aud tlw:w were worth more to me than fifty times 
their weight in gold, and I carefully preserved them for ::;el'd. 

,vhen I had be<?n ahaut a year in the island, I 
·was taken t:xtremdy i 11, whic'h frightened me ter ... ribly, imc1~:·inin[.;· I &!1onld die for want of proper 
hi:lp. This illiw~s prov«!d a violent ag;ue, which m;1de me ~o weak 1 could hardly carry my gun, 
and wlieu the fit wns on me, I lvas nearly perished ·with tl1ir::;t. One ui~ht ac, 1 wu~ rumiJiating 01i rny ::;ad rn11ditiou, expecting- the return pf my fit, it ncc:urred to rnv mind, tliat tlie Ilrnsilians took 
110 µhysic !Jut t~bacro, and I weut, doubtless di
redeci by lH~ave11, to search for some iu a chest, 
and their foun<l a bible; I stEcp.ed some of the 
tahacco in rum, some 1 burut iu :J pan of coals, hol<liug my head o-ver the fome, and some I chew.,. 
eel; during the interval of this operation, I opened Jny book, a11.-l the first words which met my eye, 
we1 t:', "Call upon me in the time of trouble, and l will deliver thee/' These words struck me to the son I; hnt the tobacco rnade rne so &leepy that l coul,l read 110 more. I tl1erefore went tu lied, 
:.ind fallin~· into a sound sleep, I am i11clit1l'd to 
think I slt>pt t·.rn days; for 1 lust a day in my 
reekouing-, whid1 I codd no other wuy ac-count for; auotlil'r dost~ of this reme<ly quite cured mr, 

1 took H surw~y of tlie ii:;lan<l, so011 nfter my rec cnver_r, and at about two mil~s di:,tance from my 
hnbitatiou, fouu<l l:>ome fine t-~in,unas, aud a little 

C?, 



further a. variety of fruit melons upon the ground, 
aurl vines spreacl over the trees, covered with 
clusters of ripe grapes. After l hacl proceeded 
four miles farther, 1 came to an ope11ing that 
seemed to dt'SCf'tHl to the west, wlwre every 1hi 11g 
'"as in such constant \'erdure, that it lookrd like 
a beautiful gar<len. I we11t into this delicious 
valley, and fun11d cocoa, orange, lemon, and citron 
trees. I now hnd business enou~·h, for I resoln·cl 
to iay up a store; I carried some grapes and a few 
limes back with me; but the grapes were spoiled 
behre I got home. I went the next day with 
ba!_{s, thinking to bring home my harvest; but 
l found a large parcel of graµes which I had laid 
on a heap, spread about -and trod to pieces, I 
therefore fouud that their was no laying· them up 
in heaps, nor carrym!; them away in sacks, si oce 
they ,.,, ould he crushed by their own wl'ight; so I 
gathered a large qua11tity of them, un<l hung them 
upon the out-urand1es of the trees, that they might 
drv in the sull; but as for limes and lemons, I car
ri~d a:.,; manv back as I con Id "ell stand under. 

I was so ·charmed with tliis place, that I made 
myself a bower, fenced with a douLle lwdge; this 
country house, as I called it, cost me two rnonth:s 
labour; bnt I hardly began to enjoy my habitation, 
when the rains came on,-and I wm; 0Llige1l to n·
treat to mv old one, tak1 n•r u1v •rn.J (JCS "ith me • !:) • '"' 
which were now become fiue r,tisius of the sun, 

I had bee11 concernerl for tl1e loss of one of my 
cab, hut about this time ::-he came honw, and iu• 
crtased my family with three young k1tte11s; she 
havmg bred, I suppose, by a wild cat, of which 
there were some in the woods, an<l they soon m ul-
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tipliPc.l ~o fo:::it that I was obliged to drive them awa,·, 

'fhe rain:· all(l dry seasons now nppeared re~ular 
to me· l duu a lJiece of u·round as well as I could, ' h ~ with a \\ ooclcu Sf,ade of my own makillg-, an<l be. 
ga11 to sow my grain; out as l nas domg- it, it 
occn rrerl to me that 1 would not !-iow a II, for fear 
it ~hon Id not grow, so 1 reserved about a handful 
of eal'11 sort; anrl well it was I did so; for it did 
not coua• up for ma11y months afterwards. "~hen 
I saw it diJ not grow, I sought for moister ground 
aud dug up a pit:ee u,~ar my Lower, which an
swert.'d to my wishes, and my crop amounted to 
about half a peck of e·1ch kind; by this means I 
lJl'came complete master ofmy business: knew 
wlwn to sow, and that r 111ig·ht expect two st>ed 
t i111P:- and two han-Pst~• «'vny year; for the corn I 
Sd li:·~t, carne 11p after the l~t•~t wet season. 

\ l1ct1 the r,tins w,~re O\'.:r, l nude a \'isit to my 
1 ()l\l'I', when· l fou11d that the btakes I -set np for 
my dt•frn~e, v:en: shot up into tret~s, which I 
prnnecl and nwde a~ nrnch alike as pos::,ibl.,:; an,l i II t. Ii l'l't • years till'\' became a complete !,;h :lei e. r1 his 
was HIV ·work 111· d1y weatht:r; but wheu 1 could 
Hot ~t~r abroqd, I ,;1ade h:.iskets of the tw1bs of 
tlH•i,e tree:;, having, when a child, taking' 111twh 
deli!l;ht in ~eeing a ba::ket-maker, who Ii, ed iu the 
tow11 \vhere I \Yas horn, makiu~· his wickt.'r-\\'are. 
l liacl soon a good assortment of u~eful articles uf this sort. 

!11 01)(, of the drysf!nsons T tookanotherramble, 
nl'llH·d with my gnn an<l a lrnkhet, and gnarded 
by my faithful dog. After having pas. ed ~he vullh· in which i;too<l my bow~r, 1 eame within vie,v > .. C 3 
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or the sea, and it being a cleal' day, I plainly dis
covered land ; bnt whether island or continent, I 
could not tell; l guLssed it could not be less than 
20 leagues off. l conceived it was some savage 
coast, and rncb indeed it proved. In thi::. journe>' 
I caught a young parrot, having knocked it down 
with a stick ; brought it home with me, and taught 
it to speak. 1 n the lower grounds I found hares; 
but not being like any I had seen, I was afraid to 
eat them, aml I had no need to make any experi
ments, as I had goats, pigeons, and turtles, which, 
added to my grapes, furnished me as good a sup. 
ply as my wants required. There was also an in
finite number of +0wls of various kinds: but I 
was too sparing of my powder -tnd shot to shoot 
them, and I had rather have had a she-goat, be. 
cause I could feed on it without fear: they were, 
however, more ~i ld and shy here than on my side 
of the i~lan<1. I trarellcd ubout Ig miles east .. 
ward alono· the shore, and then setting up a great 
post for ; mark, returned homeward, designing 
that my next tour should be the contrary way, till 
I came to this Post. 

I took a different way home from that I went; 
but unfortunately lost myself, and wandered about 
,·ery uncomfortably, till at last I was obliged to 
find out the sea~side to seek for mr post, ti red to 
death with the heat of the weather, and the weight 
of my arms. In th is tour my dog seized a young 
kid, and I saved it alive, hoping to obtain in time 
a breed of tame goats ; but as I could nut bring it 
along without difficulty, and longed to be at home, 
I left it within the inclosure of my bower. 

I rested myself a week employed in the weighty 

affair of making a cage for lllj' parrot, which soon 
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became one of my favourites. I beth<mght me of 
my kid and hasted to my bower to bring it home, 
01· to aiv~ it food; and the poor creature was so 
tame by huno-er, that it followed me home like a ~ . d doo-. From that time 1t became one of my O• 
me~tics also, and would never leave me. 

I was now thoroughly resigned to my situation, 
and divided my time pretty regularly between my 
rest and labour. Going out in the mornin~· with 
my gnu for food about three hours, and working 
about four hours in the e,·ening to make various 
necessaries, the weather being too hot for me to work in the middle of the day. 

l\Ty corn was now coming up, and the goats and 
hares havi11g tasted tht:> sweetness of the blade, lay 
at it night and day, as soon as it sprang out of the 
ground, so that it con Id get no time to shoot into a 
stalk. To defend it, I surrounded it with a hedge, 
and in the mean time shooting some of the crea .. 
tu res hy day, I set my <log to watch it by night, 
which he did so fa1thfu\ly that the enemies forsook 
the place, and the corn grew and began to ripen 
apace. But as the beal>ts were nigh ruining me 
while the corn was in blade, so the birds were my 
enemies when it was in the f'ar; for gom, ... to see 
how my harvest came on, 1 saw n1y litlle crop 
surroundecl with a variety of fowls. I ,et fly 
among them, when there arose a little cloud of 
birds from the corn 1bl'lf. Thi::; sensibly affected 
me, for a single gram mi!!ht be said 111 its con:;e .. 
quences, to oe a peck loaf to me. "\Vhile I was 
loading· my gun again, I saw the theives on all the 
~rees round me, waiting for my absence, and hav .. 
mg gone a httle way I turned my head and saw 
them dropping one by one into my corn. My pa .. 



t1rncP bcin: exhausteil, I acrain l<'t off m)' rrun ...... ~ ~ ' ~nd h:wing killed three, I l!ullg them in chains as 
a trrror to the re-st. This had the tlrs1rcd effect . , 
for they very rarnly ,•i,:;itt:d the corn after the scare
crows wrre cxhiliited. 

When my com was rip,, I made a scythe with 
a sword, and cut off 1101w but the <·tw,, ,, hich 1 
rubbed out with my hands. a\t tlic· end uf rny 
l1arnst, I gnessl'<l that I had a la1-.IH•I 111' 1 ir<', and 
l_Wl> bushels and a half of barley. l kq 1 t all 1!i1, 
tor seed, un<l I.Jore the want t1f lmad \\ 11'1 p,ill
<.nce, as I now had a tolerable p1o~pcct of La, ill~ 
as much as I wanted. 

This article of bread ,ras a great difficulty; I 
had neither plough nor harrow; fur 1lie tir t I 
mack my s!~ovd do, and to supply the place nf :i 
harrow, I went on-r it myself, dragging after m i· 
the hea,·y bough of a trC'c. And when I calllC' to 
make brl'ad I had innu:nrrablc wants. I walltl'd 
a mill to grind it, sicH·~ to drt~s it, yrnst and !:>alt 
to make it into bread, and an O\'l' ll to bake it. 
] IowcH'r, I had six mollths to contrive all th<' e 
things in. 111 th<' nwan time 1 ,•nlurged the cuclo
::.urc oi my aralJll' land, \\'or1,i11:-: abrua<l in the dry 
sta-;o_n. I made !-ome rni:,-shapen pots of clay, 
that al .I broke in the sun LxcqH t\,o which 1 cust>cl 
in ,,·jckcr-,,•uri : Lut I :,ucccec!('<l better in little 
pans, 11,tt di::;lics and pitcher;;, which the !,Un bnked · 
~urprisingl~, hard; but thry would not IJ<1ar the 
11r~ so a:,: to hold any liquid, and I ,,·ante~ one tu 
I.Joi I my me,: t 

One day after I had <l1·csSl'd my dinner, I went 
to p.ut the tire out, an<l fomJ<l ;1 piece of one of my 
cartlic11 ware vc:ss1·ls bun,t as b_ard as n ::itone, an<l 
as reel a,:; ti lik; this taught m~ to burn my pi pkin,, 
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an<l I soon w:rnted for no sort of earthen ware; 
they were certainly ugly enough, being made as 

', children make dirt pies; !:.,ut when I found that I 
• had made a pot that would bear the fire, I had 

hardly patience to stay till it was cold, before 1 set 
it on with a piece of kid, in order to make me 
some broth, wbich answered tolrrably well. 

I made me a wooden mortar and pestle; and 
also a sic\'e out of some of the sailor\; neckcloths, 
and at length made a sort of a oven of a broad shal• 
low earthen vessel and a tiled hearth. When I 
baked, I drew the live, embers forward upon this 
hcarth, till it was \'cry hot; then sweeping them 
away, I st t <luwn my loaves, whelming my earthen 
pot over them, which baked my barley bread ex
tremely well. I now became a complete pastry
cook, and matle puddings and cakes; my next 
harvest yielded me 20 bushels of barley, and nearly 
the· same quantity of rice, which was as much as 
I could consume in a year. 

?\l y thoughts often ran upon the land 1 had seen, 
and I foolishly went to look for the ship's boat, 
which had been cast high upon the shore by the 
storm-ctrtainly if I had hands to have refitted her, 
she might have done "'ell enough; but I could no 
more move her thiw I could the island. I spent 
t!JJw· or four weeks in cuttina leavers and rollers I:' 
without success; and then set myself lo dig away 
the sand from her, in which I succeeded as badly, 
l ttlso set about making a canoe; the most prepos
terous enterprize that ever man in bis senst'S undt-r
took. 1 felled a great C<·clar, about five fret irt 
diameter next the root, but when the impossibility 
of launching this heaYy tliing came into my mind, 

,, I said this to myself:-" Let me but once mak~ 



it, I'll "·arrant I'll get it along when it 1s done." 
I mad<' it big C'nough to carry 25 nwn: I.Jut find in~ 
1 could not g<'t it to the water, I n·solvl'd to hriu;~ 
ihe wat-<·r to the c,inoe: accordingly, I b('!.;,lll to 
dig: but find in~ n pon C"alculatinn this canal would 
take 12 years m~,ki11g, I resolved to gm.: it up, a:.d 
contt'rit ll1\'SL lt \\'itli "b~rt I had oot. v ~ 

::\Iy <'lotlws llO\\' l)l'p:ai1 t,i dt'rny ; lirn·n I h:1d 
LtL'll witl1out !l e-ond \\'bile, but t.l,L' \\t'Htlirr ,,·,is 
·warm, and r had 'no .Qr,-at nl'eJ of clntb1•-. , et was 
unwill,ng- tn l1e quite· ,1·1kcc!; t.Jl'sidt c;, tliL· s·u11 lili-.
krcd my :;kin, and 111) hu1d ach,.:d ,r l ,1, 1~t ,, itb
<iut a !tat or cnp; so I mack mysl'lf .2 H:1i~tro:1h 
out of some ,,·atch-coats, which lasted me a gre,1t 
while. I made a cap out of a go,tr s skin. "ith 
the hair side out wmds, to throw the rain off, a11d 
also another wnistcoa.t of the same skim; bll t I 
must confess thl'y \\'!'re wrctcliC>dly done, bcmg a 
\'C'I')' inditfrrcnt tailor. I made an uml n·lla, too, 
which I could shul up and take abroad "·itli ml', 
-111 the wet sca:son it S<'c11red me from the rain, 
nnu it scrrcd for a parasol in the scorching hutt of 
the sun. 

Three or four yrars after, I maile a little boat, 
my umbrella sening both tor a mast and an a\\'11-
in1r. This I launched for a sra V< \a,rt•; Lut kt ~ . -
th.is bt' a warnin:!, to all rash and 111r0nsidt·r,nc• pi-
lots; I put cff ~ncl found a great led£:" of rocks 
lyi1w abqut two lrn°ul's in tlie ~ca, !:'ome abovt• 
watt~·, and suml' rn:<ler it, and u grrat shoal of 
sa11d lying cli y for a half league IJl') 011d them so 
that I should IH' obligc·c! to go n. /:!l'l'at way out to 
:-l'a to doubl< the point. Seeing thic;;, I thought of 
givino ovt·r the c11t<'rpriz(', and rastiu~ anchor, ;\'C·nt"' on shore, when climbing a sttt·p 'bill tl1r,t. 

I 
J\ 

n I 

1' I 
! ,1 

l 

., ' 
It I 



ovcrlotikc•<l the point, I saw the full rxknt of it, 
and tbut a very furiot1s current ran to the cast, 
with a strong eddy m•;1r the shore, so that I had 
notbiuc- to do but tu !!<'tout of th<.: current, ,111<l I 
shoul/prcscntly be in the eddy, I thcrl'ttllT rtsolvcd to venture. 

The wind, howc,·rr, blowing pretty hard, I lay 
lll're. two da\'s, a11cl tbe third day in the nwrnin~, 
the wind h1\in" abatt•<l in the niohr, I founcl the ~ b sea cairn anrl set ~ail; lHlt I no soon('!' got wiLl1in 
the cu1Tc·nt, tlF·n I found myself in grt'at dl'pth of "·11tcr, nncl was carrit·d nlong \\'itli such , io. 
h·ncc, that a 11 I could do, could 11ot krrp the bo,lt 
on tlH' <"rl~e of it; but I found that 1t liurril'd me 
farthc r and farther out from tht: t'rldy "hicli was cin the h-ft hand. Thl're wac; no ,, i11d ,t11-ri11g to 
hl Ip 111r, and a.II thnt I c:oulcl <lo with my paddle 
~ig1~ified 1w1lii11g; I ;1ow U·'g·m to giH· 111y~l'lf 
ovrr for lost; 1 had no prospl't't bl'forl' me, Lut 
th.it of pl ri~hing; not Ly St'a, tur that \.\.as caim <·nrJugh; but or stan·ing with lrnngrr. I had in
dl'l'd ()Jl liu,u<l a stock of provi::eious, antl having 
f,,un,I a turtle on th<.: shon•, as bi~ almost as I 
could lift, tus~c·d it into the l>Pnt; and ba<l a gnat 
jar nf fresh water; but \\ hat was this to Le driH'll 
Wllh into the vast ocran ! I now lookl'd Lack upon 
rny :solitary isla11<l, as the most delightful place in 
liil' \Hirld, nnJ stretched out my l~anus to it with 
<·ager wish(•s : '' 0 hapl'Y cksnt !" sai<l 1, " I 
shall fl('ver see thee more: 0 miserable crc-nturc that I am, whither am I going?" 

I worked hard till my l:itn·ngtb was nrarly cx
hauste~l; and kept my boat as near as possible to that ~1de of the rurrrnt on which the erldy lay; 
,vhen about noon, 1 thougl1t I felt a 1. ttle IJFC:t';e 
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of wind in my face, blowing towards the shore. 
This refr<'shed my spirits, especially when in about 
half an hour more it blew a gentle gale. By this 
time 1 was driven a terrible distance from the 
island ; and had the least cloud or ha:ty weather 
intervcncd, I should have bec-n undone another 
way, for I had no compass on board, and should 
never have known how to have steered towards t~e 
island, if I had but once lost sight of it ; but the 
we~ther continui11g clear, I spread my sail, stand
ing away to the north, and gut out of the current. 

They who know what it is to have a reprieve 
brought them when at the gallows, or to Le res
cued from thieves just going to murder them, may 
guess what was my present joy; I gladly put my 
boat into the stream of this eddy, and spreading 
my sail to the wind, ran cheerfully bL·forc it, Hs
sistccl by a strong eddy, which carri('d me about a 
leaoue back acrain directly towards the island, and 

0 ::, 

the breeze still continuing, I reached it before 
n;ght. 

I f<'ll on my knrcs and gave God thanks for my 
safe deliverance, rrs0lving to lay aside all thot1ghts 
of escaping from this island in my boat; and f<'• 

freshing myself with such things as I ha<l, I brought 
my boat close to the shore in a little cave that I 
found under some trees, and bLing quite spent 
with tbe fatigue of the voyage, laid me down to 
sleep. The next morning, l made my way west
ward along the 5horc, to sc-e if there was a creek 
where I might lay up my boat in safety ; after I 
had proceeded some distance,_ I came to a _very 
goorl bay about a mile over, which narrowed till it 
came to a little rivulet where there was a conve• 
nient harbour, and where she lay as if she had 
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:..""n in a little dock marie on purpose for her; here I 
put t,cr in, and having stowed my boat very safe, 
went on shore to sec where I was. 

I soon found I had very little passed the place 
where I had been beforr, when I travelled on foot 
to that shore; so taking the gun and umbrella out 
of the boat, I brgan my march, and reached my 
bower in the evening, where I found every thing as I 
l1ad left it. 

I got over the fence, and laid me down to sl(:'ep 
in tht shade; but ju<lge my surprise, g<·ntle rcadlr, 
when I 'waked by a voice callmg me several times 
by my 11ame, " Robin, Robin Crusoe, poor Robin 
Crusoe, wlwre are you? where have you been'?' 
I was at first so <lead asleep, that I thought it was 
a dream; but as the voice continued n·peating 
Tiobinson Crusoe, I awakc<l dreadfully fright<:-ncd; 
no sooner were rny ey<·s opened, how<:\cr, than I 
rnw my Poll sitting on the hPdg<', an<l immediatdy 
knew that it was she that spoke to me; I instantly 
called her, and the poor sociable creature came as 
she userl to do, an<l sat on my thumb, repeating, 
" poor Robinson Crusoe," as if overjoyc<l at my 
return to my castlr. 

This dangerous ramble reconciled me to my de
solate island, and resigned me to the will of Provi
dence. With sorrow I now saw my powder be
gan to drcreasP, and this was an article "hich it 
was impossihlc for m1· to supply; dre:.1ding what 
would become of me \\ hen I could kill no more 
goats, for my ki<l did not breed; I set snares to 
catch some alivr, ao<l particubrly wa11tl'd a she
goat w_ith kid; but my snares were broken and 
baits devoured. At length I resolved to try pit-
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falls, in one of which I f~und a large lie-goat, and 
in another thr<'c kid!-, ft mdle Hild two fornahs. 
The old one was so fit.ff~ thht I was afraid to med• 
<lle with him, htlt the thrre kirls I Lrouglit homr. 

- I could not m 1kr them fe<'d for some timr; but 
at length thry f!TC'\V tamr, and I had tlw plt'asure 
t0 find that 1 might supply myself,, ith goat's fie-sh, 
wlicn my powckr ancl ::ihot was all gone. I in
clnsl'd a pil'Cl' of groulld to kcrp my goats in, in
tendin:!, as my stock incn·asrd, to add mon• ground 
to my inclu:sur<'; and J had soon not only goat'::; 
flr::,h to 1e1·d on, but milk too; fur I now Sl't up a 
dairy, and madl' b11ttl'f and chrC'sr. 1t wc111ld hnvc 
made a strnc smiJ,-,, tu Sl'C me and my family at 
dinnl'r; I sat like a king, attl'ndrd by my 'sc·rrnnts . 
.l\Jy fa,·C1lllitt', Poll, was the only one allo\\t'd to 
spC'ak to nw. l\ly dog, who \\·a-; gr0wn wry old, 
al ways sat on my right hand, and my cat:, one on 
one siJe of the- table, and the otht'r on the othl·r, 
expecting to share my bounty. 

I had at length a grC'at mincl to go to the point 
of the i-,land to sec how the shore lay, and resolvcd 
to travel thithrr by land. And now, n·ader, I will 
treat thee with a sketch of the figure I made. I 
had a great high shapeless cap, ma:1c, of the skin of 
a croat, a jackl't with the skirts coming Jown to the 
mfldle of my thighs, and a pair oi opc-n-kncc'd 
hrrcchc,; of the wmr, with the goat':; hair hang
ina to the micl<lle of my leg. Stockiilgs and shoes 
J 

0

hacl none; but I had a pair of somethings, I 
:-;rarce knew what name t0 give them, to slip over 
my kgs like spattnda~hcs; they were of a bar
Lruous shape, and so indC'C'O were all my clothes: 
l had a· broad bdt of goat-skin dried, and m a 
fro(T bunr, on one side a saw, and a hatchet on the 0 0 





I was much surpri~ul at the print of a 

man's naked foot on the shore. 

' 
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othrr. I had another bl•lt not so broad, fastened 
ovrr my shoulder. Under my arm hu11g two shot 
and powder. pouches: l carricJ a basket on my 
back, on my shoulder a gun, and ov<•r my head a 
clumsy goat-:;kin umbrella. l\Iy beard was cut 
short, rxcept what grew on my upper lip, \\,hich 
I had trimmed into a large pair of i\fahometan 
whiskers· but ·1s for my fiaure ha, ino- very frw , 4 ~ ' 0 

spectators, 1t was no matter of consequence. 
In this dress 1 went my new journry, and was 

out five or six days. \\ hen I reached the hill, l 
wa::; <Jurprised to find the sea all smooth and calm, 
no ripp\ing, motion, nor current, any more than iu 
other place's; but in the evening I found a current 
as before. I med often to visit my boat, a:~d one 
<lay at noon "hen I was going to 1t, I was much 
snpprisrd at the print of a man's naked foot on the 
shure, which was plain to be seen on the l-iand. I 
seemed thunder struck-[ listenl'.d-looked rounll 
-c,rnlcl hl'ar nothing, nor was there any thing to 
be seen ! I \\ en t upon a ri~i nr. ground to look 
farther; I walkr<l back w:n<l and forward on the 
shore, but could sC'c uo other impression; I look
ed at it again : there was plaiuly a. tuot, toes, heel, 
and C'Vcry part \'f'ry distinct: how it c;1me tht'rc I 
could not 1111u~i1w. I ba~cerH d homt· to mv forti
fication, looki1;g behind me t·,ny t,vo o;· dw:e 
steps; every tree, bush, an<l stump I fanciv<l to 
be a man. That night slt:t•p forsook my ryes; but 
my terror gradually wore off. and I vf'.ntured down 
to take l!Kasure of the foot by my own, but found 
it much lur~,•r. Fear filled my mind-I wer-it 
home, douhll·d my fortificati'On~, plante<l all my 
rn ~skets on carriage", similar to cannon, and \\ as 
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at an infi11ite deal of labour, entirely from my ap
prehensions of this print of a foot. I planted a 
va:,t number of stakes on the outside of my wall, 
which growing, bc·came a thick grove, entirely 
concealed the place of my retreat, an<l added greatly 
to my security. 

,vhcn I lin<l secured my habitation in the 
strongest mannl'r possiblt', I sought a place of se
curity fur my live goats, and at length found a 
piece of ground which containe<l about three acrt':-, 
in the middle of a hollow and thick wood, and ren
dered almost inaccessible by naturr, so that I was at 
but little trouble to make it 1:io; and then I removed 
ten she and two-he goats into it. 

II:ning thus st'cure:d one part c,[ my live-stock, 
I rambled more to the western point of the j5}a11<l 
than I hac.1 ever done before; I was perfectly con
f0u1Hkd and amazed, nor is it possible to express 
the horror I fvlt at seeing the shore spread with 
~kulls, hands, feet, an<l otlll'r bones of human 
bodies; and particularly n pl.ice, where thtf :1p-
1warccl ti> ha\·c bten a fire madt•, and a. circle dug 
in the earth for the snva(Te wretches to sit down to 

:') 

t!it·ir inhuman feasts, on the bodies of their fellll\\'• 
creatures. I nearly fainted at the sad 1:ipcctack, anll 
lt·ft the ~pot as quickly as possible. 

Aftl'r l lmll n•ached a little distance from this 
tragical scl'nc, I foll on my knc<'s, and returnl'd 
thank· to Go<l for ha\ing placL'd me i11 a part of 
the world wlll'rc I was distingui ·heel from such 
\\ rc·tched crl'aturl's as these. In this frame uf 
mind I Wl'nt home to my cast!C', and he~an to he 
mnch easier as to my ~afcty, than I had been for 
sum~ time: hefon•; for I observed that the· c 
\ n.Jr:hes never rame to the island for what 
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could aet, Eiahtcc·n )'Cars I bad bcrn on the is-o t:> • 

la.nd, a11d had never before seen any proofs of thr1r 
l1cL,ina hl'l'll lherc; and I mioht be there as lu11 0c; 0 0 

again, if I did not discover mysdf to them. i\ fter 
this I brcame cautious of making a fire at my 
castle, as I called it, and therefore went into lhe 
midst of the wood, whrrc I made charc0al to serve 
fur my nec<'~sary occasions at homr. 

One day when I was cutting some brushwood, 
I found behind the bush, a hollow place, \\ hich 
I was curious of lool:ing into, and getting ,, ith 
<lifliculty into its mouth, l found it sufficient for me 
t o stand upright in it: looking farthu· into the 
place, which ,,as perfl'ctly dark, I saw two bright 
shining eyes, which t\\'inkled like stars, from a. 
dun lig.ht reflected from the mouth of the cave. 
At this I went out faster than I got in, but pluck• 
ing up courage, I took up a large fire-brand, and 
rushed in again with it flaming in my han<l, when 
] was almost as much friahtene<l as before; for I 

0 

heard a loud sigh followed by a broken noise, and 
then a sigh again. I retreated with new surprise, 
and fr.It myself in a cc,lcl sweat. However 1 re
covered resolution enough to step forward again, 
and found it to Le a monstrous he-goat, gasping 
for li fl,. I now recovered from my fright, and 
began to look romid me. This cave was but 12 
frt.•t over, and I observed that on the farther side 
there was an opening, which I crept into on my 
hancls and knees ; but having no light I deferred 
going farther than the entrance till the next clav. 
when 1 crought candles of my own making, a1~d 
crept about ten yards, after which the roof rose tu 
about 20 feet high, and the wall reflected a hun-

D S 



<lrcd thous:1n<l lights from my l\\'O <::a11Jks. lit-10 
,vas a delightful grotto, the floor dry all(J level, no 
damp to be fcl t, nor any noxious creature to l,c 
seen. Ilithcr I brought all my powder and spare 
arms, and now krpt at my castle un!y five guns which 
stoo<l rrady rnrrnntP<l. 

I had now been £~ years in the island, nn<l was 
so naturalized to the- placP, that had l been secme 
as to the savag('s, l could h:tvc been content to have 
died there: but in the 23J ) car, going out at day
break, I saw the light of a fire on the shore, to
wards the rnd of the i:,land, which unfortunately 
\\'c\S on my si<le. In this extremity I went back 
Jirectly to my ca..,tk; pulled up the ladder after 
me, and put myself in the b<'st posture of defence. 
I staid within two hours, when I began to be im
paticni for intelligence. Soon after I set my lacl
dc·r to the side of the hill, and then mounted to 
the 1-op, and 1ying down on my belly, on the 
ground, I discovned nine naked savages sitting 
round a fin·. They had two canoes with thrm, 
and at t!1e return of the tide they wcnl away. As 
soon as thry Wl'rc gone, I took two guns upon my 
shoulJrrs, two pistols in my girdlr, and a gn•at 
sword without a scalil.,nrd, and hastened to the 
placr, wln'n I found that there had been no less 
than five canors of them on shore, which I saw 
all making orer the main. I was so filled with 
horror and indianation at the scc·nc of carna!!e they 0 ~ • 

kft behind them, that I mrditated the destructio1. 
of the next that came ashore. 

Some time aftt'r, in the mid::1t of a very stormy 
11ight, I was startled at the firing of a gun: s0011 
afrc-r anoth~r wns firc·d. I imagined that these 
wt·rP <-i ,rnah of a 51Ji1, in r:listrc--:s, and snch it . ..., r: 
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prow<l as I discovered the next day. I cannot 
explain, by the possible energy of words, the 
emotion I felt at the sight of this wreck. " 0 ! 
that there bad been only one Sa\'ed !" I cried ; 
" that I might have had one companion! one fellow
creature, to have spoken to and comforted in his 
affliction!'' 

Under this impression, nothing would satisf; 
me but going in my boat to the wreck. I furnish
ed myself with provisions for fear of being d1i\·en 
out to sra, and reached the ship, which was Spanish 
built, in two homs. I found her jammed in be
tween two rocks, an<l the stern and quarter were 
beaten in pieces by the se.:i. On my coming near 
it, a dog yelped and cried; but there was no other 
living creature on board ; two men lay drowned 
in the cook-room, with their arms fast about each 
other, and the goods were all spoiled by the wa1er. 
I managed to take two of the seamens' chests into my 
boat without knowing wha, was in them. 

When I reached home I opened the chests, and 
found they contained several bottles filled with cor
dial waters, some neckcloths and shirts, which 
were very useful to me; I l 00 pieces of eight, and 
about a pournl weight of solid gold. All this trea
sure 1 would have exchanged for three or four pair 
of shoc·s and stockings! 

One morning vrry early, some time after this 
scquisition, I saw five canoes of savages on shore. 
l clambered up the hill, and by the help of my glass 
saw no less than 30 dancing round a fire. Soon 
after two miserable wretches were dragged out of 
the boats, one of whom was instantly knocked 
down, but the other, breaking from them, ran 
~wiftly toward,; me. I kept my station, and saw 
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t.hn·c rwgrol's pursue him Ycry clos(•ly. He out
ran them, and was in a fair \\'ay uf escaping them 
all, wbl'n coming to a creek, he plunged into it, 
landed, and ran out as fast as bl'forc. Of the three 
that followed, two only entered the water, the 
other returning back. 1 hastily fNched my gun~. 
and taking a short cut down the hill, clapped my
sL·lf in the way l..H.·twccn the pnr!:iurd and tlw pur
suers, hdlowina to him tLat flt•cl. and bt'ckoni:J<T ~ ~ for him to come back ,· then rushina on the fore-:-, 
mo::;t, knocked him down \\ ith the stock of my 
piece: the other stoppe<l as if fr1ghtC1ned, l,ut as 
I advanced toward:,; him, be was fitting his bow to 
sho0t nw, upon which I instantly shot him dead. The 
poor savage who had fled was so t-:-rrificd at the 
noise of my pirc<:, tliat he stood stock still, and 
seem rd ra tht r i ncl11wd to fly than to come for
wards. I I owner when I gave him sians uf en-~ ~ 

couragr'm£•nt, he came nearer, kneeling down 
every 10 or 12 stC'ps; on his coming close to ml', 
he knccle<l dO\\ n again, lai<l his han<l u pan the 
ground, and placed my foot upon ir. The man I 
knocked down came to himself, an<l my 5avagc 
Legan to be afraid. I thl'n pr<:!:ieoted my piL·ce ut 
the man, when the poor fellow, whose lifo I had 
saved, made a motion for my sword, which I gave 
him, und at one blow he strnck off his enemy's 
hea<l ancl in a quart<-r of an hour buried Loth the 
hu<lies in the san<l. I then took him to my cave, gave 
him refreshment, ancl put him to slc:ep on a bed of 
ri cc ::.tra w. 

He was a well made, handsome fellow, al.Jout 26 
years of age, of an olive colouri>d complrxion, with 
long black hair. He ha<l a small nose that was 
not flat, and fine teeth ns white as ivory. Aftt·r 
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he had s1ept about half an hour, he came running 
to me in the in closure just by, where I had been 
milking my goats. Ile rrprated the signs of sub
mission which he used before, and was pC'rfcctly 
grateful for what he ban rccei veil. I now hegan 
to speak to him, and to learn him to speak to me; 
nnd first, made him know his name should be Fri
day, which was the day whereon I saved his lite. 
1 taught him to call me i\lu~ter, and let him know 
that ~ms to be my name. The next day I gave 
him clothes, flt ,duch lie seemf:d delighted. As 
we "cnt past the place where the men were bu
ried, he made signs that he would dig them up to 
cat-I signified my dispkasuer, and he desisted. 

Having now more courage, an<l consrquently 
more curiosity, I took my man Friday with me, 
giving him the sword in his hand, with the how 
and arrows at his back, which he could use very 
dexterously. I also gave him a , gun to carry, and 
carrying two mysdf, we marched off to the place 
where bis enemi£'s had heen: when we came thcr.:-, 
my blood was chilled with horror. \V c saw three 
sk.ulls, five hands, and the bones of three or foul' 
legs and feet! fridny, by his signs, made me unckr
~tancl, that they brought on•r four pris0ncrs to frast 
upon, and that they had eaten three of them: that 
be, pointing to himself was the fourth, and that they 
had \Jeen takrn in war. 

I ca.used Fri<lav to collect the rrmaius of this 
carnage, and l;un~ them to ashes. \\'hen this was 
done we returned to our castle. We made a. little 
tent on the clay following on the outside of my for
tification, and at ni 6ht I took in my latider, that 
he might not gtt n.t mr while asleep. There was 
no n<'ed, bow1·v1'r, of tl1is precaution, for nC\' C:-



man ha<l a more faithful scrranl; no child was 
-t'v:-r more obedient and fond of its part>nt than he 
was of me. He was in fact, a most agrl'cablc 
companion. 

I thought, that in order to 1,nng him off from 
the reli.,h of human flesh, it would be better to 
ln him taste other fl~sh; so I took him out with 
me one morning to the woods, h) take a kid from 
my herd ; in our road thither, we saw a <.he-gont 
lying in the shade~ and two young kid.) sitting by 
her; wh('n m:1k111g signs to Fri,lay not to stir, 1 
shot one of the kids. Pvor Friday, who at a dis
tance ~aw me kill the savagt>, bis enemy, l.n1t <lid 
not sec how it WdS done, trembled and luokc·d so 
wild, that I thought he would have sunk down; 
he did not see the kid which was shot, so he ripped 
up his waistcoat to . fed if he was not wotmdccl; 
he thought it was my intention to kill him, for he 
came and kneckd down to me, and (mbraciug 
rny kncc·s, seemed to C'ntr<:at me not to kill him. 
But ta.king him by the hand, I lc1ughccl at him, and 
pointing to th<' kid I ha~I killed, beckoned to him 
to run and fi.tch it, which he <lid, and while he 
was ,ron<ll'ring and looking to se<· how it was kil • 
led. l loaded my gun, ancl se,on aftl'r scl'inp. a 
parrot sitting on a trt=L', give him to urnltrstand I 
,vould k1 ll it: accordingly J fire<l, and imm<'diatl'ly 
he s,1,,· it fall, IIe lookcc.l fright1~11ec.l again, :md 
would have wor~hipped both me anJ my gun, if I 
would have pt•rmitted him : as for the gun he 
would not so much as touch it for several days nf
tl'r: but would talk to it when he '.vas alone, wbi'Ch 
I afti:rwar<ls understood was to desire it 11ut to kill 
him. 

Jlaving brought the kid home, I cut it up, and 
' 'I 
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boiling some of the flesh, it made very good broth; 
after eating some myself, I gave it to Friday, who 
SLemcd to like it very we:11. The next day I treat
ed him with a piece of roasted ki<l, hanging it be
fore the fire with a string. Friday liked this so 
well, that he made me understand he would never 
cat man's flesh any more, which was very much to 
my wishes. 

The next day I set him to beat out some corn, 
and sift it; soon afkr I let him see me make my 
bread, and bake, an<l in a little time Friday was 
able to <lo all the work for mP, as well as I could 
flo it myself. I now found it TIL'cessary to sow a 
larger quantity of corn than usual; an<l with the 
m:,istance of Friday, enlarged my fence. 

By Friday's discourse, I soon learned that he had 
furme:rly been among the savage~, who use<l to 
come ashore on the farther part of tbe island, on 
the same man-eating occasions, which he was 
brought for; and some time after, I took him to 
that side which was the same l formerly mention
ed; he knew the place, and told me he was there 
once \\'hen they eat up 2,Q men, two wom<'n, and a 
child; but being at a loss how to tell 20, he num• 
ben•<l them by laying so many ~tones in a row, and 
pointing to me to tell them over. 

Though I was but little acquainted myself with 
religious principles, I conceived it my duty to in
struct him as much as possible in what I knew, 
and he listened with great attention. When I had 
been talking to him one clny 0n this subject, he told 
mt>, that if our God that we pray to could hear us 
bc·yond the sun, he was a greater God than their 
13l•namukee, who livc·d but a little way off, and 
yet could not hear till the Oowolakee, or priests, 
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went up to the grE~t mountains, where he dwl'lt, 
to speak to him. In short, by instructing him, I 
informed myself, for by seriously considering what 
never rntercd my mind before, I most strongly 
impressed a sense of my duty on my own mind, and 
at length made him a better christian than I had 
been myself. [ then told him my story, and kt 
him into the mystery of gunpowder and bullets, 
and taught him how to shoot; I gave him a knife, 
which pleased him exceedingly; also maJe him a 
belt with a frog hanging to it, and instead of a 
hanger, gave him a hatchrt. 

J described the countries of Europe to bim, anrl 
particularly England ; how we lived; how we wor
shipped God; aHd iu what manner we traded in 
ships to all parts of the wod<l. I mentioned the 
wreck I had been on board of, shewed him the 
ruins of our boat, which we lost when we escaped, 
and which I could not stir with all my strengtb then, 
but which was now almost falling to pieces. Upon 
seeing this boat, Friday stood mu~ing some time, 
but said nothing; when asking what he was think
ing about, he replied, " 1'\fo see such boat like 
come to place at my nation. We save white mans 
from drowr-1.'' I then :1.sked him if there were any 
white mans, as he calle<l them, in the boat? He 
said, the boat was full of w hi tc mans. I asked 
him how many? he told me upon his fingers, 17. 
I then enquired what became of them? he rrplicd, 
" they live, they dwell at my nation." I presently 
conceived that these ,rerc the men belonging to the 
ship that was cast away in sight of my island, 
who after the ship had struck on a rock, had per
haps saved themselves in their boat. I then asked 
what was become of th~m, and he assured me that 
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bis countrymen gave them \-ictuals. I askrd \\ hy 
they did not kill and eat thrm? He replieJ, "No, 
they made brother with them. They eat no mans 
but when they make war fight: "that is, they never 
eat any men except such as were taken in battle.'' 

Being on the top of a hill on the east side of the 
island from whence I had cfoscovered land, some 
time nfter this, Friday looked very earnestly to
wards it, and in a kind ef surprise, fell a jumping 
and dancing, exclaiming, " 0 joy ! joy ! look, 
sec my country, my uation !'' His eyes sparkled, 
and his countfnancc discovered excessive pleasure. 
I became alarmed, and thought that if he could 
get back to his own nation, he would not only for• 
get his religion, but his obligations to me, and 
would perhaps come back with a hundred or two 
of his countrymen, and feast upon me, at which he 
might be as merry as he used to be with those of 
his enemies who were taken in war. While this 
jealousy continued, I endfavomcd every day to 
penetrate more and more into his thoughts. 

One day, walking up the same hill, I called to 
him, and said, "Friday, should you not like to 
go to your own country?'' " Yes," said he, " I 
be much glad to be at my own nation.'' "·what 
would you do there ?'' said I ; '' would you again 
cat mans flesh and be a savage as you were Le
fore ?" 'Vith a look full of concern, he said, 
'' No, no, me tell them to live good; to pray God ; 
tell them to eat corn bread, cattle, flesh, milk, no 
cal man's flesh again:' " Why then," said I, 
" they would kill you." He looked grave, and 
said, " No, they not kill me-they willing love 
learn " I then told him that I would make a 
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canoe for bim ; and he said he would go if I 
would go with him. " I go," said I, " they'll 
be sure to <'at me if I go." "No, no," sai<l he, 
" me make them no rat you : me make them 
much love you." He then related their kindn£ss 
to the 17 white or bearded men, a~ he called 
them, who came ashore in distress 

From this time I was determined fo venture 
over, and endt•ayour to join these bearch:d men, 
not dunhting but that we might find the mrans of 
escaping from thrnce. For this purpose I took 
Friday to the otlwr ~i-le of the island and shewed 
him my boat, wh<·n getting into it, he managed it 
with the greatest dPxkrity: but he thinking it too 
Jittlt·, I shewed him the first uoat I had made, but 
which I could not gt>t into the watrr. Ile ~ai1l 
that \\as big t'!1ough-but as it had laid there up
warc/s of 20 years, the sun had split it. I thrrc
fore told him wt• would make another as big as 
that, and he should go in it. He now looked un
easy, upon which I asked the cause ? Tu which 
ht' returned, "\\'by you angry mad with Friday? 
what me done?" I assured him I was not a11gry 
with him. " No angry ! no angry!'' said hr, 
" why then s<>nd Friday home to my nation ?" 
" Did you not ~Py, Friday," said I, "that you 
wished ynu Wtrl' the1L· !" " Yes, yes,'' said hP, 
'' wish L1• both tt1ere ; no wish Friday there, no 
master there." "I ~o there, Friday!'' said I, 
"what should I <lo ti;ere ?'' " You do great deal 
much good," said he, hastily, "y0u teach vile 
man3 be good, sober, tame mans; you tdl 1hem 
knnw God, pray Ged, and live new life.'' "Ah, 
Friday," said I, " thou knowrst not what thou 
5ayrst; I am but an ignorant man myself."-
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"Yes, yes,'' sai1l hL·, " you teach me good, you 
teach thrm good.'' " No, no, Friday," said I, 

"you shall go without me, and leave me here to 

life by myself, as I used to do." He now seiie<l 

a hatchet hastily, which he gave me. " What am 
I to do with this?" said I. "You take kill Fri

day," said he. "Why should l kill you?" I asi:zcd. 

lle returned very quick, '' \Yhat you send Friday 

nway? take kill Friday, no sen<l Friday away.'' 

While he spoke this the tears sparkled in his eyes, 
~ly desire to make my escape continuing, we 

worked har<l till the canoe was completed, and thrn 

we furnished it with a nwst and a sail. 
Having now bel·n 27 yrnrs upon the island, I 

one morning sent Friday to the sea. shore to see if 

he could ~n<l a turtle; but he ba.d not long been 
gone, when he came running back as fast as his 

kgs would carry him, and before I had time to 

speak, crie<l, " 0 mastl'r ! ma:,kr ! 0 sorrow! 
0 bac\ !" •• What's the mattl'r, Friday,'' said I ; 
" 0 yonrh.r, t\J('rc>,'' s::tid hl', " one, two, thn:c !" 
""rl'll, Fr:day," saitl I, "do not Le frightened." 

I now ash.cd bim whether, if I resolved to dvfcncl 
him, he would stantl by 11H', and do as I told h;m. 

lle said, ":\le die when you bid die, ma•trr.'' 1 

fotchrd him a good dr::tm of rum, made him take 

two fu\\'lii1g pieces, ::tnd loaded four mushts with 

fiw small l>ulkts each, and Pach of my two pistols 

\dth a l.>rncc of bullets. I hung my great sword 

nal cd by rny siclc, and gave F1 i<lay his hatcher. 

Then takin~ my perspective glass I went up to 

the siLle of the hill, when I saw 21 Sa\'::tgl'::-, three 
prisoners, and three canoes. They were landt·d at 

a small lli::;tance, wlwre the shore \\as low, and u 
I~ 2 
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thick woa.d came almost down to the sea; in<lig
nation filled my mind, and I was resolved to kill 
them all. I gave Friday one pistol to stick iu his 
girdle, and three guns upon his shoulder; and 
took one pistol and the other three guns myself: 
and ha\'ing put a small bottle of rum in my pocket, 
I marched out, ordering Frn.lay to keep close be
hind me, to be silent, and to do as I tolcl him. I 
wcnL the nrarest way to tlw scene of horror, and 
in my march recolk·cted, that tbolligh thry were 
<loing wrong, I ought not to offend God by taking 
away their lives. I therefore rrsoh-ed if possible to 
be only a spectator of their inhuman banquet. 

I now entered the wood, and with the utmost 
precaution marched with Friday close at my side; 
we came near them, when shewing Friday a great 
tree, I bade him softly bring me \\'Ord what they 
were about: in five minutes he came back, whC'n 
he told me they were all about the fire, eating the 
fll'sh of one of their prisoners, an<l that a bearded 
man lay bound upon the sand, whom they would 
kill nrxt. This news filled me with horror beyond 
de5cription. I then climbed the tree, saw plainly 
a wliite man clothc:d, laying on the beach with his 
hands and feet tied with tlags. I took a circuit to 
another tree which was nearer to them, and being 
on a rising ground, I ha<l a full view of all their 
proceedings. 

Nineteen of the horrid wretches sat huddled 
tor.ethor on the (Tround, an!l the other t·wo wrrc ::, 0 

~tooping down to untie the christian in ordt>r to 
murder him. "Now, Friday,'' said I, " do as 
you sec me do." I laid down the mu:;kcts, and 
took up cm0, and then we both fired. Three were 
killt'd, fire wounded. Comt<'rnation srize1l all tlw 
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savages-they Jumped on thl-11' foet, and knew not 
which way to run Friday rivettecl his eyes on ffil' , 
I Lhrew down my piece and took up another, and 
we instantly let fly at them again; two only fell, 
and the remainder ran about screaming ancl Lleed• 
ing. We then rusbrd from our h1ding-plaee, with 
each a musktat in our hand. I imtantly un!Jound 
the poor victim, and gave him a sword and a 
pistol, with which he dispatched his intended 
mur<lerers. l\Iean while Friday firing, had kilicd two, 
wounded one, and afterwards fell up011 them with 
bis hatchet. In shurt, 17 were killcJ, and fvur got 
into a canoe, and put to sea. 

I resolved to pursue them lest they sl1ould return 
with a grl'ater force to destroy us, and ran to a 
canoe, calling to Friday to follow me; but I was 
no souuer in the canoe than I found another poor 
creature lie there alive, bound hand and foot; sc,c
ing that he was almost dead from being bound so 
tight, I gave him a dram, and ordered Friday to 
kll him of hi~ dP}iverancc; but \\hen the poor 
fellow looked in his face, ancl heard him speak, it 
would have moved the compa!-s1011 of any one tCJ have 
se<?n how he kissed, emb11ced, huggtd him, cried, 
danced, sung, and then cried Hgain. After some dit:. 
ficulty, I discovered that it was no other than his own 
father. He held the poor old man's hand close to 
his bosom, and chafed his arms and uncles, which 
were stiff with binding. 

Friday's joy knew no bounds. I gave him n 
cake of brPad for his father, with a handful of rai
sins, and a dram for himself; but his aflection was 
so great that he carric>d all to his father, anrl then 
ran as fast as he could and fetched him a jug of 

E3 



54 
trcsh water, for be was ready tu die with thir!)t. 
This water was very acceptable to U!) all, rsprcially 
to the Spaniard, who having exerted himself in 
the fight, wa~ now unable to stand, his legs being 
so swelled. I desired Friday to carry him into the 
C<l.noe, and place him by his fath~r, then launching 
off, paddled them along the shore till he brought them 
near my castle, while I walked thither. 

When I had provided for my two rescued pri• 
soners, and sheltered them in a hut I !,Ct up for 
them, I ordered Friday tn take a yearling goat out 
of my stock, and having kilkd it, I boiled a part 
of it, with which I made some broth ; this I gave 
my patients, &n<l th< y soon recovered. l\Iy island 
was 110w peopled, and I thought myself a king, 
whos<> subjects owing their lives ti) me, were all 
rrady to liacrifice thc·mselves in my service. The 
Spaniard, who ha<l expressed the utmost gr~titudc 
for his dcliverencc, gave me an account of the ship
wreck, and the situation of his companions; and 
it was resolved that Friday's father and the Spaniard 
should go in the boat and fetch them over: but the 
necessity of increasing our stock of corn before thii 
was douc made us delay it for six months: we all 
as:Sistc:d in planting a fence, and our next harvest 
being got in, they took their departure in one of the canoes. 

After they had been gone about a week, Friday 
awakened me one morni11g, by crying out, " Mas
ter, they are come.'' I hastenc·d to the top of the 
hill, and discovered an English ship lying at anchor. 
A glow of joy darted into my soul, which however 
soon turned into fear; for though I knew them to 
be my countrymen, I had reason to dread them as 
enemies. I staid where I was a little while, and 
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was at length convinced they came on no friendly 
business. They ran the boat ashore on the beach, 
and eleven men landed, three of them unarmed, 
who appeared to be prisoners; I perceived one of 
them using the most passionate gesturrs of en
treaty, affliction, and despair, while the other two, 
though their grief seemed less extravagant, ap• 
pcarcd pleading for mercy. Friday now said, 
in broken English, '' 0 master! you see white 
mans eat prisoners a5 well as black man." " No, 
no, Friday/' said I, "I am afrai,l they will mur
der, but I am sure they won't <.'at them." \\'hilc 
they had been parleying with their prisoners, the 
~vater had ebbed away from their boat, leaving her 
aground; and I heard one of them say to another, 
who was going to it, "Why let her alone-, Jack, 
it will be afloat next tide;" this confirmed to me 
that they were my countrymen. I felt uneasy that 
they would have ten hours to ramble about the 
island ; I therefore des gned to attack them as soon 
as it was dark: but a few hours after seeing none 
of them rambling about, I imagined they were 
asleep, all but the three <listress~d meu, who sat 
under a tree a very little distance from me. I ,wnt 
with my man Friday up to them, and sai<l in 
Spanish, " Gentlemen, what arc you ?'' they were 
alarmed, and prepared to fly. I then said in En
glish, " Gentlemen, perhaps you have a friend 
near you, whom you would little expect/' One of 
them replied, bowing, " Then heaven has had 
pity on us; for our condition is past the help of 
man." " All help is from heaven, sir," said I ; 
'' I see your distress, :111d am ready to serve you.'' 
The poor mau bursting into a flood of tears, an
swered. " Is it not the voicP. of an angel 
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that thus addressed us?'' To this I replied, '' I am 
an Englishman, ready to assist an<l save you-tell 
me your case.'' I was com:nander of that ship," 
said· he; "my men have mutinied against me, and 
if they <lo not murder, they inte1,d· to leave me, 
and these two gentlemen ashore in this dc·solate 
place; they are but in that thick<'f, an<l I tremble 
for fr,.u they shall have seen you, a11d hear<l us 
speak; if so, they will murder us all." Upon 
enquiry I found that the mutineers had only one 
piece of fi1e arms among them-whereupon I told 
them it was easy to kill thei;n all while they were 
asleep, or to take them prisoners. He repliul, 
two uf the>m were incorrigible villains, and that it 
would be unsafe to shew mercy to them. I armed 
each of them with a musket, and told thC'm to fire 
among them at once; the commanc,:er was cautious 
of shedding blood. \\'hi!~ we talked, :;ome cf 
them waked, and two walked from the rest. The 
captain said he would gladly spare them. "Now,'' 
said I, '' if the .rc':it escape, it is your fault." Ani• 
mated with this, they went to the sailors, and the 
captain reserving hi:,; own piece, the two ffi('n shot 
une of the villains dead, and wounded the other. 
lie called for help, when the captain knocked him 
down with the stock of bis musket, There were 
three more in company, one of whom was wounded. 
They now craved mercy, and their lives \\'ere spared 
on condition of their being bound hantl and foot 
while they remained on the islanJ. 

While we were binding them, Friday and the 
capta~n's mate secured the boat, and brought away 
the oars anll sail. The rt:1port of our guns brought 
three more straggling mrn to us, \\ ho submitting 
to bo bound, our Yictory was complete. We next 
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consulted how to recover the ship, on board of 
which were ~6 men. We made a hole at the bot
tom uf the boat that they might not carry her 
away; and while this was doing, we heard the ship 
fire a gun as a t,ignal fur the boat to come on board. 
A little after another boat, containing ten men and 
fire arms approached the shore. The most suspi
cious of our prisoners we sent bound into the cave. 
Two we kept with us still pinioned, and the mate 
and sailor we ventured into our service. Being 
now seven men well armed, we thought ourselves a 
match for those that \\;ere coming. 

They ran their boat ashore near the place where 
the other boat lay, and hallooed loudly for their 
companions. They seemed astonished at the de
struction of their boat, and imrnediutcly rowed 
from shore; but quickly returning back again, se
ven of them lanclccl, lca\'ing three in the boat, who 
kept at a distance from the shore. \Ye now lost all 
hopes of recovering the ship; for we thought if we 
SL'izc<l the seH:n men the rest would return to the 
sliip and she would set sail. 

Those who came on shore kept close together, 
marching up to the little hill, un<~er which my h3.
bitation lay. When at the top they sh0utcd and 
halloocd; but proceeded ,cry cautiously, and 
quickly returnt>d back again. I then orfrrl'd Fri
day und the mate to go to a rising ground, and 
shout as loud as they could. They heard the noise, 
and ran tow:.ml5 it till they ca.me to the creek ; 
they then c:.,lled the boat to set them over. H:w
ing crosse<l the creek, they left two men in the 
boat, takin2, the other with tlwm. We left Friday 
and the mate decoying the fellows into the woods, 
hy their il1outing and hallooing, while we surprised 
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thr two men they had left, one lying in the bo;it, 
the other aslrep on the shore. This lust starting up 
at our approach, was knocked down by the cap
tain, who also called to him in the boat to yield, or 
he was a dead ma11. This he <li<l, and immediately 

joined us. 
I drew my ambuscade nearer, ordered Friclay and 

the captain to creep upon their hands and frL•t, and 
to get very near before thC'y fired. One of t!ie ring
leaders of the mutiny, with two of the crew, now 
coming t:Jwards us, tbe captain \\'as so ea~rr to 
have him in his power, that he let fly, and killed 
him awd anothrr on the spot-the third ran for it. 
1 now adrnnced with my little :umy, whC'll I or
dt'red the man we took out of the boat t(, call one 
of them by his nanw. "Tom Smith!" said he. 
Tlie fr·llow·answercd, "\rho is that-Robinson:" 
" Aye, aye, for God's ~ake, Tom, yi<'ld, or death 
is all yotrr porticins this moment." " Yield! who 
must \re yil'IJ tv?'' said Smith. The captain then 
called out, ' 1 You know my v~Jice-if you lay 
clown yom arms and submit, you shall all have 
your liv<·s ('Xccpt \\'ill Atkins." Upon \\ bich th<'y 
all submitted. He then told thun that the GO\·cr
nor was an En~Jisliman--tLat they were all to be 
sent tu England, except A tkrns-and that he was 
to be han red the next mornin.,,r. ::'.) 

It w:4s now dt•te:-mineJ to seize cite ~bip, and the 
captain Et:lectC'd five of the best of tht•m to assi~t 
him, while I hpt the rest as hostages for their 
fiJelity. We tht'n rcpuirc<l the broken l.ioat, and 
l1aving manned them uoth, the captain went to the 
ship about midnigb t, got on l.,oarJ, an<l being 
faithfully seconded, th<'y knor.krd down the sc•co11d 
matP. and carpC'nt1·r with the butt Pnd tif their 
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muskets, and soon overcame all the others. They 
killed the n·bd captain, and fired srveral guns to 
g1vc-' me a signal of their success. The captain soon 
after called me from the top of the hill, and when I 
went to him, he embraced me affectionatelv, and 
told me the ship and cargo were all mine. ~ 

The th,rngbt of my deliverance affected me so, 
that I was unable to answer a word, but a flood of 
tears brought me to myself, and after a little time 
I recovered my sprt·ch. I thanked him for his 
kindness, and we rejoiced together. He now cal
led loudly to the boat, and bade them bring the 
guvcrnor's pre£e:0t ashore. Among othrr things 
there was a very good suit of clothes, with two 
shirts and a neckcloth. I dressed myself in them, 
ancl then appeared as a governor before the pri
soners. I asked them what they had to say in 
thGir defence, and told them I had power to exe
cute them there. As they pleaded the captain's 
promise of mercy, I said, if they were satisfied to 
remain on the island, that should be their only pu
nishment; but if they went to England, they must 
go there as our prisoners. They preferred staying 
on the island, and I prepared to go on board the 
next day. . 

I then told them how I managed my hou_sehold 
affairs; left a letter for the 15 Spaniards, and 
made them promise to treat them on an equality 
with themselves. On the day following I went on 
board the ship, taking Friday with me; I thus left 
the island, after being on it 28 years. 

On my arrival in England, I found my faithful 
steward, the widow, who was bec:ome poor; my 
father and mother were both dean ; but I had two 
sisters, and two of the children of one of my bro-
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thers were living. The merchant concerned in tl1e 
ship 1 had saved, heard the captain's story, in
vited me to an entertainment, and presented me 
with 2001. I then went to Lisbon, to see after my 
effects in the Brasils, and found my generous 
friend, the captain, still alive; he put me in the 
way of recovering the produce of my plantatiom. 
In a few months after, there arrived ships in the 
Tag·us, with effects for my use, to the amount of 
50,0001. besides 10001. a year, which I expected 
to receive annually from my plantation. 

After converting my money into bills of ex~ 
change, I resolved to travel to England by land, 
over the Pyrenean mountaim. Poor Friday was 
frightened at the monutains covered \\'ith snow, 
and could hardly end me the cold weather. As we 
were travelling, our guide was attackC'd with two 
wolves, when, instead of drawing his piBtol, he 
called out to us, and bade Friday hasten to sec 
what was the matter, when like a bold fellow he 
rode up and shot the wolf which had fastened on 
the man, and the other which bad fastened on the 
hors(', fled. At the report of his pistol we hasten
ed up, and saw in what manner he had delivered 
our guide; when suddenly a monstr0us bear rushed 
out of a wood, which terrified us all except Friday, 
who courageously cried, " 0 master! if you give 
me leave, me shakce te hand with him, me makec 
you good laugh/' " You fool," said I, " he'H 
cat you up.'' " Eatec me up," said he, '' me 
make you much lauah." After the bear had walk
ed slowly on, " H~rkee, harkec," said Friday to 
him, " me speakce wit you," and then flung a 
great stone at his head. As soon as he felt the 
stone; he turned after him with lor,g strides. Fri-
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day ran towards us as if he wanted help. "Is this 
making us laugh, you dog?'' said J, passionately: 
" mount your horse that we may shoot the crea
ture." "No shoot, no shoot,'' said he; "you 
get much laugh," and laying down his gun, he 
climbed up a tree. The lJear, after smelling the 
gun climbed the tree after him, when Friday get
ting to the small end of a large branch, and the 
bear to the middle of it, he began shaking the 
bough, crying, " Now you see me te:achce the 
lxar dance." He turned to go back, and Friday 
5ai<l, "What you come no farther-you no come 
to me, rn~ come to you." Then bending down 
the bough, he slipped off it, and taking up his 
gun, stood still. The bear finding her enemy 
gonr, came with the hinder end foremost down 
the tree; Friday then clapped the muzzle of his 
gun to his ear, and shot him dead. We were a 
great deal pcsteretl in our journey with wolves, of 
which we killed no less than 70. At length I arriv
ed safe at Dover, with all my wealth about mt, when 
I placed the good widow who had been my steward, 
in easy circumstances. 

I married some time after, and wishing for em
ployment, retired into the country to a little farm; 
but in the middle of my felicity my wife died, and 
left me three children. I now became like a ship 
without a pilot, that coulJ only sail before the 
wind. I had brought up one of my brother's chil
drcn to the sea, and bad given him a ship. He 
~,:as going to China, and came one morning to ask 
1t I would go with him to sec my beloved island. 
H~ving previously had such a scheme in my head, 
I mstantly closed with his proposal. I made my 
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will, settled my estate upon my children, and set 
sail, taking with me some servants, two carpen• 
ters, a smith, and an ingenious fellow whom I called 
my Jack•of-all-tradc~, with a considerable quantity 
of all kinds of necessaries for the use of my subjects 
on the island. 

In this voyage we took on board the passengers 
and crew of a ship consumed by fire, and set them 
on shore at Newfoundland, and soon after relieved 
another ship, where all on board were perishing 
for want of provisions. An old lady, her son, 
and a maid-servant, we four.<l on board, who \\'Cr~ 
so neglected by the hungry sailors, that they could 
hanlly be said to exist when we met them-the old 
lady died that very night, The son and maid \\'(•lit 

with us to my island, as did a young prie£t whom we 
took out of the other ship. 

As soon as Friday discovered he was near our 
island he danced and capered like a mad li.·llow, 
I told him we should now se(; his father; but with 
tears running down his face, he said, '' No, no, 
no see him more; he long ago die-he much old 
man." At the tide of the flood we landed, and the 
first man I saw was the Spaniard, whose life I had 
saved. I had ordered that n~ one should land but 
myself; however Friday wc 1uld not stay on board, for 
he saw his father, and he flew like an arrow out of a 
bow. So much affection is seldorn met with even 
among our own countrymen. 

The Spaniard came toward!. the bo~t \\'i:h a 
flag of truce, and he did not know me till I spoke 
to him in Portuguese. Then giving the mu:;kct 
to a man who was with him, he embrnced me, 
sayino he was inexcusable in not knowing his good 
angel° and dclivcror. J went \\ ith him to my old 
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habitation, wliich was made far stronger than 
when I left it. Upon asking the reason of this, he 
told me the three barbarians, not contented with 
being moderately th~ir masters, wanted to be their 
murderers, and they had been obliged to disarm 
tliem. The only just thing the roguC's did, was to 
give them the letter, and paper of direction3 I kft 
for them. The Spaniar<ls who were brought over 
by Friday's father worked for them, while they 
rambled about the island catching tortoises, and 
shooting parrots. The three brutes would not let 
their two countrymen, who afterwards came on 
sh~m•, live with them: but they being industrious 
men, built themselvt·s two little huts at a distance, 
cultivated some land, and had a little farm, when 
the rascals told them that a3 the governor ha<l given 
thrm the island, they should not build upon it 
without paying them rent. The two honest men, 
told them they should get a scrin:ncr to draw up 
writings; but the villains not being satisfied, set 
fire to 0ne of their huts: after this blows ensued, 
in which the; two got the better of the three. The 
rascals, hnwcvrr, who still loved to do mi:schic·f, 
cle::;troyc·d their corn on the ground, and tore up their 
plantations. TlH'Y bad also treated the Spauiar<ls 
with the grc·atest i11solencc, so that they were obliged 
to disarm tbl'm; but promising to behave better in 
futurr, thl'y kt them have them again; but that they 
had bullied thLir countrymen as much after as ever 
tlwy ha.ti done brfure. 

About this time a great many sa,·ngcs landed, 
and f0ught a battle, in which 3CZ were killed on 
th(• :spot. 'Three of the routed party ran up into 
the woods, who ueing taken prisoners, they mu<lc 
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their slaves, and obliged them to live in a diffl'rent 
part of the island, and cultivate the earth for them
selves; when the mad rogues, tired of working, took 
the canoe, and wrnt among the savagrs, to get them 
servants. The people treated them very civilly, and 
in exchange for a knife, a hatchrt, and six or seven 
bullets, g,ive them 16 men and women whom they 
had ta ken pri soncrs. 

The savages soon paid them another visit; they 
kept close while they were in the island; lJut when 
they saw them cmba1 k, had the curiosity to go to 
the place where they had been; when to tlil'ir sur
pri::ie, they found three savages asleep upon the 
shore. Thry could not think of killing these 
naked wretches, and did not want servants, how
ever they took them prisoners; but unfortunately 
one of them escaped, and soon after returned with 
a large body of his countrymen. They saw three 
following two, and five more at a cfo,tance. They let 
the two first pass, then fired at the three: thr first 
they killed. ~rnd wounded the second, who was the 
fugirivc prisoner that had brought this mischief 
upoti thern. Th€ five bchin rl, terrified at the re
port of the guns, stood still ; but the yells and 
scrrams of their wounded companion brought 
them all of a hu<ldlc about them. Both the En
glishmen now let fly together, nnd as the fr,c foll 
down, they thought tht•y had killcJ them all; they 
thcn,forc descended from the tree and went boldly to 
the place, whrre they found four alive, two of them 
very little hurt, and one not at all. The wounded 
man they soon put out of his pain with the stocks of 
their muskets; and then left the unhurt man bound 
hand and foot. 

The island wa£ invaded some time after this by 
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1. most formidable fleet, 28 canoes full of savageE, 
armed with bows and arrows, great clubs, and 
wooden sworJs. The savages came forward like 
lions, and Atkins, with five men, being placed be
hind a thicket, with orders to let the first pass, he 
suffered about 50 tn go, and then ordered three of 
the men to fire their muskets, which were loaded 
with six or seven bullets each, among the thickest 
of them. How many they killed they knew not, 
but the poor wretches wl're dreadfully frightened. 
Atkins was obliged to retir<', as were al5o the Spa
niards, who killed about 50 of thl'ir enemies. 
Atkins, though wounflecl, would have ha<l the go
vernor march and chari1e thrm in a body; but the 
Spaniard replied, " Seignor Atkins, let them alone 
till morning, when they will be stiff with their 
wounds, and faint with loss of blood.'' " That's 
very true, Stignor," rC'plied Atkins, '' but so shall 
I too, and that's the rPason why I would go while 
I am warm.1

' It being moon-light they fell on 
them immediately; eight of them let fly among 
the ~avages, and then eight more; in the two 
fights they lost 180. The remainder flew to their 
canoes; but they could not embark, it bl1:w such 
a terrible storm, and the next morning the canors 
were driven by the surge of the sea so far from the 
shnre, that it required great labour to get them off. 
Will Atkins now advised the destruction of their 
canoes, and they were soon made unfit for sea ~ 
this made the poor wretches quite desperate-they 
ran about the island, pulled my plantations at tht' 
bower to pieces, trod the corn undn foot, and did 
uor men inestimable damage, who were forced to 
hunt them like wild beasts. When they wc·rn re-

F 3 
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due(-(] by hunger and slaughter to 37, they sub
mitted, and the Spaniards gave them food, with all 
kinds of necessaries, and permitted them to have 
a plantation. These people soon became civilized, 
for the Spaniards an<l English went among them; 
the f ndians however, were forbid, on pain of death, 
to go to thC:'ir settlements. 

This was the state of the island when I arrived, 
with the adJition of QO children, for the women 
had all been fruitful. l\Jy knives, shovels, pick
axes, &c. were particularly acceptable, being much 
wanted. 

I tuld the Spaniards and English, in a general 
assembly, that I came to establish them tb('. rt' , and 
not to remove tlwm: but before I delivered them 
the stores I had brought, I asked them one by one, 
if they could encracre in a strict friendship and ::, e, 

union of interest, so that there might bl' no more 
misunderstandincr arnoncr them. Will Atkins sai:l 

::, 0 

very frat,kly, they had met with afflictions eno•1gh 
to make them all sober, and euemies sufficient to 
make them all friends; that he would live and die 
with them, and if I desired it, would ask pardon 
of the Spaniards for the wicked things he had 
done to thun: but the Spaniards said he had 
fought so nobly against the common enrmy, that 
they embraced this occasion of assuring him they 
uevcr wished to have any separate intcre~t. I then 
presented the artificers I ha.d brought with me, and 
I took on shore with me the young man whose 
mother was stan·«-d to death, and the maid, with 
the French l'Cclc•~iastic, we had saved out of the 
burning ship . ThP priest said to me 011e day, 
with great g:1od nr tHr1!, that I ought to attempt the 
conversion of my subjects, and to have the wo-
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mt>n lawfully marric<l to the men they lived with. 
J told him l could not stay for the first, and as to 
the last I would sprak to the men about it. He 
tben said in a kind of ccstacy, if I would give him 
permission, he woulcl stay in the island to be their 
instructor. 

I shortly after this introduced the subject of ma
trimony to their attention; Will Atkins, as spokes
man for the rest, said he would Le married the next 
day, if tht>re was a clergyman upon the island. I 
then informed them that the French gentleman was 
a minister, and that they should be married the 
next morning; but before this pious priest would 
perform the ceremony, he wanted the men to 
convert their wivc·s; and as they did not under
stand French, nor he English, l was their inter
preter on both sidrs. He said he feared they were 
but indifferent chri!:itians, ancl unless they would 
promise to ka.ch their ,, ives as well as they could, 
he would not marry them. " Lord, sir,'' said Will 
Atkins, " how sh!oul<l we teach them religion? we 
know nnthing of it ourselves. If I was to tell my' 
wife CJf Goel and Christ, and heaven and hell, a11ll 
that wicked people wi:nt to the <lcvil, she would 
want to know where I inten<lecl to go?" The priest 
saitl, if he would but repent himself, he would 
soon become an excellent preacher to his wife. 
Will seemed much affected, and promisl'<l to talk 
with his wife upon the snbject. 

While he was gone, the pnest married the other 
three couple. Will Atkins then came in, and I 
began to talk to him, and asked him ,vho his f~• 
ther was? to which he replied, " A better man 
than I shall ever bt:-hc was a clergyman: he 
would haYe given me a good ed\1co.tion, but like 
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a beast I dcspisc·<l all instruction. l murdncJ fn} 
poor father, for my bad behaviour broke his heart.'" 
"flow comes this to touch you just now, Will?" 
said f. "Why," said he, "I have been talking 
to my wifr, and she bas bPen preaching such a st·r
mon to me as I shall ne\·cr forget, I told her God 
had appointed marriage ; she: told me I had no 
God in my country; and, when I laughC'd at hPr 
for saying so, she sai<l, '' Xo laugh, \\by lau~h 
me ! this nothing to lau6h. 1 f God makec nH, 
why you no tell me long ago. Ila\'c you de grt>at 
God in your country? you no say O to him? no 
c.lo good ting for l1im ?'' l rl'pli<:d, it was vcr) true 
for all that. " \\'by," said she, "lie no rnakcc you 
good live? you <::.ay me he is f;,r('at, can make me 
kill when he will. Why hr no makec kill whC'n 
you no serve him. 1 Ie no know." Ye·~, said T, 
ht> knows, secs, and hears all we do. " What !" 
returned s!w, " he no hear you S\\ ear, curse, speak 
the> great clamn ?'' Yes, )'l'S, he: lwars it all, said I. 
" WhC're he then the m uchce gr<'at power strong ! 
h•~ never makt·n kill, nevl'r angry \\'hen we do 
wicked, then be no good himsl'lt~ or no great 
abl<'." Y<·s, my <l<'ar, said l, he docs soml'timcs 
puni~h in this world, and many ar~ cut otf in tht'ir 
sins, and thN, go to hell, where thc·y arc mist•rablc 
for ever. " He no makcc yun dead!'' she rc•turn
ed, "arid you no tell him tank you for all that!" 
I told her I dirl very wrong. " I wish you _rnakec 
me know Goel,'' she replied, "I no make hun an
rrry.'' I'll pray to God to teach you, I n·plif'd ; 
:·hen she returned, " He give all ting, then he 
makt1e me good, if I wish; be !iparc me, no makee 
kill ml"! when I no be me take, tink, Lelic:vc him 
o bn ~rear (;q(!, wn \\ ill tank him with you, my 
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<ivar." Atkins said, that he could here forbear no 
longer, Lut prayed with his wife. Shortly after this 
she was baptiseJ, became a good ch ristian, and mar
riage completed thl'ir happiness. 

I now, by my sowrrign authority, <livi<lr<l the 
land among them, to prevent quarr<:lling, and left 
the island : but 1 had not beC'n from it three days, 
when we discovered a great number of ca110es, 
which came very near us, on which we made 
signs to tht'm tu put back, which they did ; but 
discharged about 600 arro\\'S at us, and wounded 
one of our men. I3C'ing clc·sirous to spare the effu
sion of blood I de!;ircd Friday to speak to them, 
when thr.y instantly disch,uged another flight of 
arrows, that killed poor Friday, no other man be
ing in iight. Exasperatl'd at the loss of my old 
and faithful servant, 1 poured a broadside into them, 
which overset many of tbeir canoes, and the rest 
fled so fast that in a little time there was not one to 
be seen. 

\Ye now steered to the East Ind ic:s, remained a 
few days at the Cape of Good Hope, where we 
took in fresh water, and sailed to Madagascar, 
where the people behaved with great civility, and 
traded with our men; but one night some of the 
crew being ashore, and l in the boat, which ,·.-ns 
at anchor very near it, \\'C heard them fire their 
gulls, and cry aloud for the assistance of the boat. 
\\'c soon reached the shore-but our men bcin ,T 

0 

closely pursued by about 300 or 400 of the natives, 
jumped into the \\'ater. I found thi-, outrngc pro
CC'Cdl'cl from the fellow tbat was rnissino-, who had ::, 

imulte<l a girl who came to sell them milk. Not 
liking to h·avc the fellow in such cruel h·rn<ls, the 
Ilcxt night we went on shore. Our landing took 
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place without any noisf', but we could not find out 
man. I proposed going aboard, but they n sol vc d 
to seek f0r their companion in the Indian tuwn, 
which was at a little distance; nor could I dis
suade them from this mad exploit. Plun<l~r was 
their first design, but scc·ing their comrade rnur
dert><l and hung upon a trt'c, they were so enraged 
that they set fire to the town in three places. 1\Iy 
nephew, who was in the ship at a cJistuncc, seeing 
the flame,;, came with 13 men to the boat where I 
was. Ile \\PS surprised to find only me, the su 
percargo, an<l two sailors in the boat; howcvc r, 
he resolved to gn after his men, and I went with 
him. \Yhc-n we came near the town, \\C saw 
th rec women stark naked, and after them 16 or 
17 men flying in the greatest c0nstcrnation, pur• 
su<'d 1_,y three of our English l.,utchers. Our boat
S\\ 1tin we soon disco,·cred to be one of the forl'most 
i~1 these acts of cruelty. At s ·cing me he st't up 
a shout of triumph : "Captain,'' cric<l be, " I 
am glad you arc come-we ha\'C sworn to spare 
none of them.'' '' Inhuman urute,'' cried I, 
" what arc you doing? Stand still, 0r you Ere a 
dt-ad man this instant." '' Y\'hy, sir," said h<', 
" if you want a reason for what we irnve done, 
look here; he then shewed me the poor fellow 
hanging by one arm, with h:s throat cu·t. At this 
sight, my nephew, and tho~c ·,-.c brought with us 
were as much cnrngcd as those who had been in 
the massacre, and w<·nt all togethn lo compll'te 
the bloody \\'Ork, leavrng me only with the :,uper
cnro-o, and ~wo othrr men, \\'ith \\'horn I walked 
hack to the boats, and rerurncc.l on board, sendin~ 
rhc pinnace: back t-0 fetch the men, who got or1 
:,oard in the morning unhurt, c.xcept one of the 1i , 
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being a little scorched, and another having sprained 
his ancle. 

Being extremely angry with my nephew and all 
the men about this affair; and frrq uently t.•xpres
siug my abhorrence of this massacre, as I tcrmc=-d 
it, they mutined. I was then on shore at Bengal, 
and they all resolved to leave the ship if ever I 
came on board again. The captain, my nephew, 
was obliged to comply, but sent me money and 
other necessaries. 

I took lodging in the house of an English wo 
man, where I became acquaintrd with a mer
chant; we bought a ship, and went a vuyage to 
China, which proving V<'ry succ!'s5ful, we made 
m1othrr to the spice islands, with equal good fi ir
tune. \\'e then bought a larger vessel ; but this 
purchase had 11l'arly cost us our lives; for the 
people of whom we had Lought hrr haviRg had 
their captain killed on shore, had ran away with 
the ship and turned pirates. We hrarcl this in 
the river CamoboJia, an<l then.fore thought it pru
dent to fly; we were pursued by five:: of the East 
India Company's boats, which we kept off with our 
guns, a11d made the best of our way to Tonquin, in 
the grcaW,t dread of being St•ize<l and hanged as pi
rates. Our ship having sprung a 11:ak, we here laid 
her down to stop it. 

While she was in thi:s state the nativrs came 
round us in 12 large boats, :.upposi:1g it to Le a 
wreck; we were quite unprqrnred for fighting, all 
hands being at work npairing the ship's bottom, and 
immrdiattl) set about righting her: but ueforc we 
could do it they had bo&rdcd our long boat, to make 
some of our men prisonns. 

Tlwy first seizLd a1. Engfo,liman, who instead of 
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firing the musket he had in 11is lrnnd, laiJ it do\\n 
jn the uoat, an<l seizing the fellow by his cars, 
dasht•cl his brains out against the gunud; while a 
Dutcliman, with the but end of his musket, knock
ed down firn of them. A fellow who attended 
the carpcnt< r \\'it!.1 a kettle of boiling pitch like
wise saluted tht• Paoarn, with a ladle of the· hot 0 

stufl: which the carprntrr seeing, crit·d, '' Well 
done·, J tck ;'' and dipping a mop into !he b,,iling 
pitch, sprinklt d it prufusc>ly over thun, making 
them howl most drl'a<lfully: another kettle of the 
snmr matenals gave us a complete victory \\ i!hout 
firing a gun. 

On the follo\\ing morning we sai!C'd to Nanquin, 
when to our gn•at joy we sold our n ·s5c>I at 1 ':um, 
and a1t< nnr<ls tr,l\C'llrd ,,ith a large caravan, 
through Ch11rn, Siberia, l\foscovy, and arrived at 
London January the 11th, 1705, having bern absent 
from England, this last tinw, ten years and nine 
months. lla\'ing liv(•d 72 years clwquerrd with in
finite rnridy, and having brrn taught the rnlue (If 
n·tirf'ml'nt, I now look fonrnrd to the okssi11g of 
endin~ my days i11 peace', and in the _true wursl~ip of 
that God, wl:o has protected and del1n1 rl'<l me lll all 
my troubles. 







/<0/3/N..> ?-.' ( J<05v 
-;,, ' 

::: 

... 




	Image000_09032021-v(right)
	Image001_09032021-0(left)
	Image001_09032021-v(right)
	Image002_09032021-0(left)
	Image002_09032021-v(right)
	Image003_09032021-0(left)
	Image003_09032021-v(right)
	Image004_09032021-0(left)
	Image004_09032021-v(right)
	Image005_09032021-0(left)
	Image005_09032021-v(right)
	Image006_09032021-0(left)
	Image006_09032021-v(right)
	Image007_09032021-0(left)
	Image007_09032021-v(right)
	Image008_09032021-0(left)
	Image008_09032021-v(right)
	Image009_09032021-0(left)
	Image009_09032021-v(right)
	Image010_09032021-0(left)
	Image010_09032021-v(right)
	Image011_09032021-0(left)
	Image011_09032021-v(right)
	Image012_09032021-0(left)
	Image012_09032021-v(right)
	Image013_09032021-0(left)
	Image013_09032021-v(right)
	Image014_09032021-0(left)
	Image014_09032021-v(right)
	Image015_09032021-0(left)
	Image015_09032021-v(right)
	Image016_09032021-0(left)
	Image016_09032021-v(right)
	Image017_09032021-0(left)
	Image017_09032021-v(right)
	Image018_09032021-0(left)
	Image018_09032021-v(right)
	Image019_09032021-0(left)
	Image019_09032021-v(right)
	Image020_09032021-0(left)
	Image020_09032021-v(right)
	Image021_09032021-0(left)
	Image021_09032021-v(right)
	Image022_09032021-0(left)
	Image022_09032021-v(right)
	Image023_09032021-0(left)
	Image023_09032021-v(right)
	Image024_09032021-0(left)
	Image024_09032021-v(right)
	Image025_09032021-0(left)
	Image025_09032021-v(right)
	Image026_09032021-0(left)
	Image026_09032021-v(right)
	Image027_09032021-0(left)
	Image027_09032021-v(right)
	Image028_09032021-0(left)
	Image028_09032021-v(right)
	Image029_09032021-0(left)
	Image029_09032021-v(right)
	Image030_09032021-0(left)
	Image030_09032021-v(right)
	Image031_09032021-0(left)
	Image031_09032021-v(right)
	Image032_09032021-0(left)
	Image032_09032021-v(right)
	Image033_09032021-0(left)
	Image033_09032021-v(right)
	Image034_09032021-0(left)
	Image034_09032021-v(right)
	Image035_09032021-0(left)
	Image035_09032021-v(right)
	Image036_09032021-0(left)
	Image036_09032021-v(right)
	Image037_09032021-0(left)
	Image037_09032021-v(right)
	Image038_09032021-0(left)
	Image038_09032021-v(right)
	Image039_09032021-0(left)
	Image039_09032021-v(right)
	Image040_09032021-0(left)
	Image040_09032021-v(right)
	Image041_09032021-0(left)
	Image041_09032021-v(right)
	Image042_09032021-0(left)
	Image042_09032021-v(right)
	Image043_09032021-0(left)
	Image043_09032021-v(right)
	Image044_09032021-0(left)
	Image044_09032021-v(right)
	Image045_09032021-0(left)

