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.A SKETCH 

OF THE 

LIFE Olf TIIOM.A.S DAY. 

-o-

Wrurn, after an existence of nearly foreescore and ten years, th3 

space of life allotted to man, but far more than the space accorded 

to the majority of juvenile books, a "ork of that class is found to 

possess sufficient vitality to warrant the bringing out of a new 

edition, it is but just tliat a page or two of space should be de-,,-oted 

to cluonicling some particulars concerning the a11thor, "·ho fre

qrnntly is forgotten while his work lives on. "SANDFORD AND 

111:ERTO~," read and enjoyed by thuu:ihll.ds of young readers, and by 

not a few children of a larger growth, has taken its place in the list 

of juvenile classics; but comparatively t'ew who have been indebted 

to the book both for instruction aml amusement, know even the 

name of its benevolent and philanthropic author, Mr. Thomas Day., 

of the worshipful society of the nfol lllc Temple, barrister-at-law . 

He was born in Wellclose Square, l ,ondon, on the twenty-secor.r. 

of June, 1748. His fa{,l.ier, who Jicd iu his son's infancy, held ,, 

lucrative office in the Customs, aucl lei! :.t handsome property to his 

infant heiT. Young Day went throngtt ·,~ ordinary curriculum of a 

classical cducaticn, firs t under Dl'. Crusius at the Charterhousc 

School, and af1 erwards as a gentleman pensioner at Corpus Christi 

ColJc~;r., Oxford. He does not appear to h['.ve been particularly 
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n :,!Jitious of uni\-crsit,r honours; for, after a, residence of three years 
at that seat of learning, he rctircL1 without taking a degree . 

On leaving O:s.ford, he proceeded to tra,cl on the Continen..1, ; but 
in a manner widely dillcrcnt from the headlong scamper through 
Europe, which, under the denomination of the "grand tom," was, 
at that time, consiclcrccl a 1~cccssary supplement to a gentleman's 
ducation. :.r-. > _\ .. a: 

1
)-::i!; l'i um his college days to the close of 

his life to have bcE:n a re,d.ly earnest, thinking man, actuated hy true 
benevolence 1md a constant desire to benefit the poorer classes of 
l1is fcllow-crcatm cs ; in many points the character of Mr. BarlmY, 
the Yillagc clergyman, ,ms a mirror of the fccliugs and sentiments 
of the uuthor himself. Already, during his coErg~ career, he had 
taken an opportunity of travelling on foot into i;y ales, though 
pedestrian excursions were then little in ,ague amoug men \Yho 
could afford a more expensive style of locomotion; and during 
his foreign tra,els he resided for one winter ill Paris, passed a 
second in Avignon, and a third at Lyous; e,erywhcrc assiduously 
seeking out poverty and misery, and bringing the light of consola
tion to many a desolate home. Certainly, no man with the you11g 
traveller's benevolent tendencies could have mcL with a ,rider scope 
for his energies than Day found in the country ,.-here the deep 
and universal wretchcdne:::s had already begun to goad the people, 
from habitual submission, into the frantic rcsist.ancc ,rhicl1, once 
begun, never stopped till the ,rhole fabric of the monarchy had been 
overturned. 

An amusing efrcumstancc, couLected ,rith his stay in France, 
has been chronicled ill the "Diographia Britallllica." At Lyons he 
had, it appears, peculiarly ex.cited the admiration of the poYerty
stricken populace, by the ,cry substantial tokens of gooclwill and 
sympathy with which he us;,d to accompany his visit1:1..tions and 
ad rice; on hearing tl1at he was aLc:iut to cr1it the tmrn, a number of 
these good folks (whose modesty CC'rtaii1ly did not ~tarn! in ihc ,ray 
of their advancement) ·waited on him in the ma:mer of a clcpu!ation, 
to :·cquest "thd he would lea·.-c a sui.1 of money behind him for 

• 
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the supply of their futnre wants, and that they might have some• 

Lliing to remember him by! " 
In February 1765, Mr. Day had been admitted as a me;nber of the 

:\Iiddle Temple; but he does not seem to have followed up the 

study of the law with any degree of ardour, inasmuch as he w·as 

not called to the bar until fully fourteen years afterwards, in 1797. 

He looked upon the profession, as may be gathered from his letk ·-, 

in the light of an ultimate resource, in the event of his ever spe11din6 
his fortune; a most improbable contingency to a person of his 

frugal habits and simple manners. 
The next few years, after Day's return from the continent, were 

employed in congenial study, in deeds of active benevolence, ancl in 

a search for a suitable partner in life. The latter of these objects 

Day seems to have found far more difficult of attainment than the 

two first. A lady, belonging to the fashionable circles, jilted him in 

a manner which seems to have wounded him deeply; and not a little 

of the dislike of the manners and usages of "polite society," ·which 

appears so prominently in " SANDFORD AND MERTON," may, perlw,ps, 

be ascribed to the disgust and irritation cons-Jquent upon this fair 

one's heartless treatment of him. ).Ir. Day at that period of his 

life was certainly not the kind of personage who would have been 

likely to find favour with the ladies in the drawing-room; it is to a 

lady, however, but one far removed by intellectual superiority above 

the level of her companions, that we are indebted for an authentic 

portrait of the author of "SANDFORD A)l"D :MERTON." 

"l\Ir. Day," says Miss Seward, "looked the philosopher. Powder 

and fine clothes were, at that time, the appendages of gentlemen. 

Mr. Day wore not either. He was tall, and stooped in the shoulders, 

full made, but not corpulent; and in his melancholy air a degree of 

a-wkwardness and dignity were blended. We found his features 

interesting and agreeable amidst the traces of a severe small-pox. 

There was a sort of weight upon the lids of his large hazel eyes ; 

vet, when he declaimed-
" Of good and evil, 

Passion, and a)'athy, and glory and slmme 
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very expressiv<:: were the energies glancing from them beneath the 
sbacte of sable hai;:-, which, Adam-like, curled about his brow-s. Less 
graceful, less amusing, less brilliant than Mr. Edgeworth (an emi
nent scientific inquirer, and a great friend of Day's), but more highly 
imaginative, more classical, and a deeper reasoner ; strict integrity, 
,nergetic friendship, openhand,ed bounty, sedulous and diffusive 
charity, greatly overbalanced, on the side of virtue, the tincture of 
misanthropic gloom and proud contempt of commonplace society 
that marked his character." Miss Seward goes on to say, that he 
'resembled Dr. Johnson in want ')f svrnpathy with such miseries as 

spring from refinement nnd. the inf tcr aITcctions ; resembled him also 
in true compassion for the sufferin,a;s of cold and hunger. To the 
power of relieving them he nobly sacrificed all the parade of life, 
and all the pleasures of luxury. For that mass of human character 
which constitutes polished society, he avowed a sovereign contempt ; 
above all things he ex.pressed aversion Lo the modern plans of female 
education, attributing to their influence the fickleness which had 
stung him. Ever despic::i.ble in his opinion ·were the distinctions of 
birth, and the advantn6cs of wealth, and he had learnt to look back 
with resentment to the allurements of the graces." 

The new Crelebs in search of a wife now hit upon a whimsical expe
dient to avoid the frfro1.~y he had so much reason to fear. He chose 
two foundling girls f;:om Shre·wsbury llospital-one dark, the other 
fair. These girls he was permitted, under certain conditions, to 
remove, and giving them the name& of Lucretia and Sabina, pro
ceeded to educate thc.n on his plan, in order to select the one who 
should please him best for his mic. Sabina soon became the favourite, 
and Lucretia was libera1ly pronded for. 

The scheme, however, failed. As Betsy Trotwood's maid-
servants, brought up in principles calculated to make them abhor 
and avoid the opposite sex, fw.ishcd their education by marrying 
the baker, so did Sabina, refusing to be inoculated with a love 
of science, cling desperat ly to the weaknesses and failings of her 
sex. And thus it ·was that after some eighteen or twenty months 

• 
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of a.ssiduom, labour, Mr. Day found himself under the necessity of 

giving up his experiment in despair. Both his pupils ultimately 

married well. 
Th~:e was consolation in store for Thomas Day, however, in the 

love of Miss Esther Milnes, of Wakefield, in Yorhhire, to whom, 

after a lengthened courtship, he was married, on the 10th of August, 

1778. They resided first at Stapleford Abbots, in Essex, and after

wards ~t Anningsley, near ChertsF-v, in Surrey. At Anningsley, Mr. 

Day cultivated a farm of about, l,wo hundred acre~., and became 

knO\rn for miles round, among the roor, as a ready helper, a kind 

employer, and a tried and trustworthy friend. 

lL ,ms after his marriage, during the happy years spent at .A.n

ningsley, that Day wrote his delightful "SANDFORD AND MERTON," 

a book replete with information, of unimpeachable morality, and 

Wl'ittcn in a style that has fascinated thousands of children, and will 

afford delight to thousands more. 'l'he chapters in which are described 

Tommy's brilliant entrance into fashionable society, its effect upon 

him, his treatment of Harry, and their subsequent reconciliation, 

have rarely been surpassed for truthfulness and vividness of descrip

tion, in narratives of the kind; and throughout every page there 

seems to shine forth the hearty evidence of an author thoroughly in 

earnest, and embodying the real sentiments he himself has carried 

o tt in his own life . 

.Besides "SAXDI'Ol'lD AXD MERTON," Mr. Day wrote several other 

works of merit, both in prose and verse; among the former class 

may be mentioned "The History of Little Jack;" among the latter, 

the poem of the " Dying Negro." 

"SgnFORD A~D MERTON" was published in three separate 

portious-the first appeariug in 1783, the second iu 178G, and the 

third in 1789. It is probable that the narr1ti,,c might have been 

~Lill further carried on; and, indeed, the "·ay in wl1ich the last 

chapter concludes seems to point to some such intention on the part 

of t.he author; but within a few weeks of its publication Thomas 

Day's career of usefuluess wns brought to a sudden c1osr. On 
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Monday, the 28th of September, 1789, as he w::.s riding from 
Anningsley to his mother's house, at Barehill, where ~Irs. Day y,·as 
waiting for him, his horse, a young animal that he had trained 
himself, grew restizc, threw him, and strikiug out, kickccl him on 
the head as he lay in the road, killing him on the spot. Ile was not 
yet forty-hrn years of age. 

Thus prcmaLurely, by the decree of a higher wisdom than man can 
conceive, C!1cled the life of a truly bcnerolent and unselfish man. 
His death was lookea. vJYm as a public calamity by the poor in the 
neighbourhood, to relieve whose ,..-ants he had devoted not only the 
greater part of his yearly income, but czen a part of his principal. 
His wife's fortune he had caused to be strictly settled on herself; so 
that his generosity in this respect was free from injustice. 

By none ,.as he momned so deeply and so sincerely as by his 
wife, who followed him, after a brief interrnl. ~Iiss Seward tells us : 
"It is said that :Mrs. Day never aftennmls saw the sun; that she 
lay in bed, into the curtains of which no light was admittccl during 
the day, and only rose to stray alone through her garden, when night 
gaYe her sorrows congenial gloom. She survived this adored 
husband t,ro years, and then died, broken-hearted for his loss." 

'l'lnt this excess of sorrow-this "mourning as those that ha Ye no 
hope "-was either Christian or right, ,rn do not pretend to say; but 
he coukl ha,c been no ordinary man, whose loss, unaccompanied h,y 
tbe aggravating circumstances of po,erty and re-verse in worldly 
affairs, which frequently cause the widow's cup to overflow, could 
cause such a weariness of sorrow, such an utter heart-broken desola
tion, tliat there \fas no comfort for the mourner but in ihe grave. 
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CHAP'l1ER I. 
ACCOUNT OF IlAJlllY SANDFORD AND TO::II:IIY MERTON-TOMMY'S ADVENTURE 

wrrrr TJIE SNAKE-JIARilY'S ns1r TO ::lfR. ::\IERTOX'S JIOUSE-::\IR. BARLOW. 

IN the western part of England lived a. gentleman of 
large fortune, ·whose rnnne 11as Merton. Ile had a great 
estate in the Island of Jamaica, ·where he bad passed many 
years of his life, and was master of many ser·rnnts, ·who 
cultirnted sugar ancl other Yaluablc things for his advantage. 
He had only one son, of whom he 'iYas excessively fond; and 
to_ e~ucate this child properly, 11as the reason of his dci.cr-
mmrng to stav Rrn1 e years in England. n 
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Tommy :Merton> at tho time be came from J n.rnaica> was 
only six: years old. IIe ,--ras natlll'ally r, wry goocl-natm·ed 
boy, but unfortunately had been spoiled by too much 
indulgence. \Yhile he li-rccl in J arnaica, ho had seyerd 
black ser-rnnb to ,-rnit upon him, "ho ,rcre forbidden upon 
any account to contradict him. If he \rnlkecl, hrn ncgroes 
al ways 1Yent with him ; one of "hom carried a large mnbrella 
to keep the sun from T011;my, and the other ,ms to can·_v 
him in his arms 1Yheneycr he ,--ras tired. Be;::;idcs this, he 
,ms nhrnys dressed in silk or laced clothes, and had a ·fiiw 

·g·ilded carriage, borne upon meu's sbouldcrs, in "hieh lw 
mallo Yisits to Lis play-fellows. His mother \Yas so cxccs
~-.i \'cly fond of him , that she gnye him cwr,rthing he cried 
for, and ,rnulcl ncyer let bim learn to read, becau::,e lw 
complained tlwt it made his head ac-he. 

'.l.1he consequence of this ,ms, that, i.houg11 JLu;ter ::.\fcrion 
had erery thing ho 1';·antcd, he bcc-nmo ,Try fretful and 
unhappy. Sometimes he ate s,Ycetmcnts till he made him
self sick; and then he sufferel1 n, grcni deal of pain, because 
he ·would 110t take bitter ph::sic: to make him ,rell. Some
times Le cried for things that it was impo::;siblc to giYe him ; 
and then, as he had neYcr been used to be contraclictcd, it 
was many hom·s before he could be pacified. YVhcn an:· 
cm~pany came to dine nt the house, hD was always to be 
helped fir.;;t) and to haYc the most delicate parts of the meat, 
othcnri::;8 Le would make a noise aml di~,tmb the ·whole 
cornp,my. "\Vhen his futhr ancl mother ,rcre sitti1Jg at i.11c 
tca-ta1Jlo ·with their friends, instead of waiting till they were· 
nt lei .. mc to attend to him, he ,...-ould scramLlc upon the 
taLlc, seize the cake nm1 bread an 1 butter, [dld frec1ucntly 
orcr.:.:et the tea-cups. 

Dy these prnnks Le not only ma.do himself die:1gn:eablc 
to en~rybody, but often met ,rith vcr.,· dangerous ncL:idents. 
}'rc,iucntly did lrn cut himself ,,,·ith lrnires; at other times 
t c 1. lu ~\\- he 8. ry things upon his hen.cl ; and once he narrmd y 
es~:.i.: '.?tl being sealded to denih by a kettle of boiling ,...-atc1:. 
ll f' ,,, r::; afao f:O <le1it-ate1y brought up, that he was pcr
J)ct L!,l Ly ill ; the lu,:_..t \, illd or min ga vc !1im a cold, m1u. the 
LC',.~ L ..:li.!.l wvs rn.rc to throw him into n fercr. ln::;tcad of 
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playing about: and ,iumpiug, and running like other children~ 
he was taught to sit still for foar of spoiling his clothes, and 
to stay in tho house for fear of injuring his comp]cxion. 
B_y this kind of education, ,,hen l\Iaster l\forton came 0Ye1· 
to Euglanc.l, he could neither write nor read, nor cipher; 
he could use nono of his limbs ,rith case, nor could he bear 
any degree of fatigue; but ho ,Yas ycr,r proud, fl'eLfol nu<l 
i m prrticnt. 

Y cry near to ~\[l'. l\Ierion\; scat fo·ccl a pbin, ho11e:3t 
farmer, ,Yhoso nam o was Sandford. '.rhis m~m hacl, lik(! 
Jfr. :;.\Icrton, an only sen, not much oltlc1· th:111 JHastcr 
-:.\Icrton; his namo ,ras Harry. IL:irry, as lie lrnd ahrn:, s 
been accustomed to rein about in the fields, to fol]ow tho 
labourers ,Yhile they were ploughing, and to drin~ the sheep 
to their pasture, ,Yas acti,:e, strong, harcl_,r, anll frosh-coloured. 
He ,,.-as neither ~,o fair, nor so delicately shaped as ::Ua:-.;t-er 
::\Ierton, but ho hacl rm honest, gooc.1-naturecl connternmc:c, 
which made eycq body like him; ,ms noYcr out of humo11r, 
ancl took the gren.lcst pleasLu·e in ob]iging everybody. H~ 
while he ,ms catiug his tlim1cr, litUo Harry s::rw a 11001· 
\\Tetch who wanted Yictuah, he ,ms sure 1 o giYc him baH~ 
and sometimes the ,Yhole, of "·hat he hacl; 1rnr, so Yery good
natured was he to everything, that he ,Yonhl neYer go into 
the fields to fake the eggs of poor bircls, or their young 
ones, or practise any other kind of sport ,Yhich gaye pain 
to poor animals, ,Yho arc ati cnpab]e of feeling as ,rn our
selres, though the_\· h:we no ,\·u: ds to express their suiforii1gs. 
Onc.:c, iuc.leccl, Harn- ,ras c.:a.u

0
o·ht bYirlin2· a cockchafor 

' 0 

round, which he hncl fastened b,v a crooked pin tu a long 
piece of thread; but this wa..; through ignorance, aud ,rnut 
of thought ; for, as soon as his father told him that the poor 
helpless insect felt as much, or more, thnn he \You}cl do 
were a, knife thrust through his hancl, ho b mst into tears, 
and took the poor animal home, where he frd him dnri;.1 ~ 
a forLnight upon fresh leayes; and " ·hen tho coc:kdiafer 
,ms perfoetl.' rccoYered, Ifarry turned him out to c11juy 
liberty aucl tho fro.;h ai1·. E-i;cr since that time, liarr,r ,n'::: 
so careful ancl considerate, tbat ho ,rnuld E:tep out of the 
way for fear of hurt:ng a "orrn, an.cl c1,1ployecl himself in 

]J ::: 
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doing kind offices to all the animals in the neighbouThood. 
He used to stroke the horses as they ,wre at ,York, and fill 
his pockets mth acorns for the pigs ; if he walked in the 
fields, he was sure to gather green boughs for the sheep, 
\Yho were so fond of him, that they follmYed him wherewr 
he went. In the winter time, when the ground was coYcrcd 
"'ith frost and sno,,, and the poor little birds could get at 
no food, he ,,oltld often go supper]ess to bed, that he might 
feed the robin-redbreast; e,en toads, and frogs, and spiders, 
and such sort of disagreeable animals, ,,hich most people 
destroy "-herever they find them, ,rnre perfectly safe ,-rith 
Harry; he used to say, they had a, right to lirn as well as 
\YC, and that it was cruel and unjust to ki11 creatures, only 
because we did not like them. 

These sentiments made little Harry a great farnnritc 
\,ith eyerybody; particularly with the Clergyman of the 
parish, ,-rho became so fond of him, that he tnnght him lo 
read and write, and had him almost nhn1ys ,-rith him. 
Indeed, it was not sm·prising that l\Ir. Barlow showed so 
particular an affection for the Farmer's son ; for besides 
learning, with the greatest readiness, ernrything that ,-ras 
taught him, little Harry was the most honest, obliging 
creature in the world. Ile ,,-as ne,er discontented, nor did 
he grumble, ,Yhate...-er he "ras desired to do. And theu yon 
might belieye Harry in everything he Rnid; for though he 
could Jrn...-e gained a plum-cake by te11ing an untrnth, antl 
,ms sure that speaking the truth would expose him to a 
severe whipping, he neyer hesitated in declaring it. Nor 
,yas he like many other <.:hilclTen, who place their ,Yholc 
happiness in eating ; for gi rn uim but a morsel of dry breacl 
for his dinner, nncl he would be satisfied, though you placed 
sweetmeats and fruit, and m-ery other dainty, in his way. 

J\laster :Merton became acq uaintecl with Harry Sauclfonl 
in the following manner :-As he ancl a mnitl "\\-ere once 
\'rnlking in the fields on a fine summer morning, mnusiur, 
themselYcs with gathering different kinds of wild flower~ 
and running after bi1tter:llies, a large snake, on a sudden. 
starlecl up from among some long grass, aml coiled itse1f 
round little Tommy's leg. You may im::igine the fright of 
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master and sernmt at this acl'iuent. The maicl ran mrny, 
shrieking for help ; "·hile the child, in au agony of terro1\ 
dared not stir from the place where he was standing. 
Harr_,·, ,,,-ho happened to be ,-ralking near the place, came 
1·mmi11g up, and asked "·hat "·as the matter. Tommy, ,Yho 
,ms sob bing most piteously, could not find words to tell 
him, but pointed ruefully to his leg. Ilarry, who, though 
young. was a boy of a most courageous spirit, told him not 
to be frightened; and instantly seizing the snake by the 
neck ,Yith as much dexterity as resolution, tore him fr011

' 

'J'ommy's leg. and thre"· him.to a great distance . 
::\lrs. :Merton and all the family, alarmed by the serrnnt's 

cries, came running breathless to the place, aml arrirnd just 
as 'Iommy was recoYering his spirits, and thanking his bra.Ye 
deliverer . The mother's first impulse made her catch her 
darling up in her arms; and, after giYing him a thousand 
ki.;;se:-. she a::,keLl him ,Yhether he had receiwd any }nut?
,. X o," sai<l. Tommy," indeed l lu1.,e not, mamma; b{ttibelie,e 
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tnat nasty ugly beast \Youl<l ham bitten me, if that little 
boy hacl not come and pulled him off." "And ,rho are you, 
u1_,· clcnr," saicl l\Irs. l\Icrton, turning to Harry, "to whom we 
arc all so o bligecl ? " c. Harry Sandford, maclmn." '·"\\-ell, 
my chilcl, you are a, clear, bra...-e little creature, and you shall 
go home and dine \Tith us." ,: No, thank you, madam, 
m,· father "·ill w::mt me." '' And who jg your father, my 
dlnr boy?" ":Farmer Sanclford,maclmn, that lires at the 
botto·n of the hill." '' \\'ell, my clear, you shall be my ehiltl ... 
henceforth; \Yill you?" "If you please, madam; jf I may 
ham my own father ancl mother too." 

~ifr,i .· :\Icrton ins tautl)C clespn.tchccl n.. serrnnt to th e 
Farmer's ; and, taking little Harry lJ,r the hnncl, she led 
lti:n to the mrmsion-house, where she found ?iir. l\Icrton, 
Y,11om she entertained ,Yith a, long account of ~rommy's d:1 n ~er and Harry'.:; bnfferr. 

IIa1Ty was nmy iu a nm...- scene oflifo. He ,-ms 1ecl throug-11 
co,;;Jy a1)1rtments, where cYcnthin!?...' that could 1)lc:1se tli~ • J.: .. ',..I 

eyr, or contribute to c011Ye11ience, had been collected. ]le 
s{n,.· large looking-glasses in gilded frames, cnnecl tables and 
chairs, cmtains made of the iiue:,t silk, nnd the Yer,r plates 
nncl lmi \·cs and forks WCi'G of sifrcr. At dinner he was placed 
,-lose to }Hrs. i\Icrton, ,rho took care to suppl,r hi111 -,,.·ith 
ihc clioicest bits, and p1\:ssed him to eat \i·ith the most 
ohl iging kin.b.10ss; bnt-, to i.he astonishment of ererybodr, 
he nc;th 'r appeared pleased nor surprised at nnythillg he 
s:rn· . l\frs. 3lcrton could not conceal her disappointment; 
for, ns :;;he had always been used to a great degree of iinery 
herself, she h1cl expected it ,rnuld make a great jmpressioi1 
npon eYerybod.,· ebe. At bst, srein~ him e.rn with great 
:1t tcntion a sma11 sih·cr cnp out of whi:.:h ho had bcrn drink~ 
inr:;. she nskecl him whether lie shouJd not like io harn such 
n fine thing fo1· his o,.n1 ; an l ad(lecl, tliat, though it wns 
Tommy's ('.np, she was sure h,... would, \\·ith great pleasure. 
g:rc' it to his little fri~nd . ,: Yes, that l will," sn.id 
Tommi-; ,: for nm ku0,..,-, mamm:1, I h:1ye n.. much finer one 
tlir1.n tl;at, m:Hlc' of r:-oltl, bc::-illcs two 1ar:;e ones made of sil rcr." 
'· ~hank you wirh all 11w ht>art," f:litl little Harn-; "but I 
will not 1:ob you of it, foi· I haye a much beitrr one :Tt howe.' 1 
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"How!" saicl :Mrs. :i.\Ierton, " does your fa t her eat and 
drink out of silrnr ? ,; " I don 't knmY, madam, what you 
call t his ; but we drink at home out of long things made of 
horn, just such as the co,Ys \Year upon their heads." ' · 'l'he 
cbild is n, simpletou, I think," said JUrs . l\Icrton ; "and why 
arc these better than silYer cups?" "Because," said Harry 
'· they ne-ver make us uneasy." "J.\Iako you uneasy, my 
ehilcl ! " srricl ::.\Irs. iierton, ",yhat do you mean? " "Why, 
madam, Yi hen tho man threw i.hat great thing clmrn, which 
looks just like thi::i, I saw that you ,-vcro wry sorry about it·, 
aml looked as if you had been just reacl_y to drop . N oY:, 
onr cups nt home are throw·n a.bout by all the family, an,1 
nobody minds it ." "I protest," said l\frs. l\ferton, to her 
lrnsbancl, " I do not know ,-.;hat to say to this boy, he mnkrs 
such strange obseryations." 

~rhe fact ,-.-a", thai·, during dinner, one of the serr:mts hntl 
tln·ow-i1 clown n. Jargo piece of pb.te; an accident which, ru 
tho salrcr \Yas ycry nilnabk, had made J.\Irs . l\Iorton not 
onl,r look Ycry mieasy, but giYc tho man n, yery sc-rerc 
scoldiug for his carelessness. 

After dinner, ?tirs. :Merton filletl a, bi'ge gbss of ,Yino, arnl 
giTing it to IItnT,\', baclo him drink it, bnt ho t hmfrod her, 
and suill ho was not thirsty. "J3ut, my dear," said sl1e, 
"tbis js ycry s,Yeet and l)lcas~nt, and, as you arc a, good 
boy, yon may drink it up." "J3ut, madam, i\fr. Barlo,Y 
says that ,rn must only cat ,Yhcn ,-rn are hnngl'y, and drink 
when wo aro thirsty; and that ,Ye must only eat and drink 
snch things as nro easily met ,Yith; otherwi~e ,rn shall grow 
pccyish and yexcd \Yhen ,rn c-an't get them. And this ,-.;-as 
tho way tho Apostles did, ·wlio ,\·cro a11 ycry p-ood men ." 

1'1r. ::.\Iorton laughed at this. ,; ..:\11d p1 '.'Y," said he, 
"little man, clo you know "ho the ~\.po;:;tles ,n: c?" ' 1 Oh ! 
yes, to be sm·o I clo.=' ,: Arnl who 1\·cre tl'.ey?" ,: "\Vh.,-, 
sir, there \Yas a, time when people hntl gro,rn so ycry ',ricked, 
that they did not care "·hat the_',- did; and the gl'cat folks 
\YCrc all proud, and t:arec1 for nothing but eating and drink
ing, and sleeping, arnl amusing thc1:1:sc1ws ; ::rnd took no 
cal'c of the poor, and would not gi rn a Jl'.Or,;cl of bre:'.cl to 
kct>p a beggar frl)m sL1ning; nnd tlic poor ,rerc a11 h-~y, 
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and loved to be iclle better than to work ; and the little boys 
were disobedient to their parents, and their parents took no 
care to teach them anything that ,ms good; and all the 
world was rnry bad, very bad indeed, And then there came 
clown from Heaven the Son of Goel, ,Yhoso name \\'"US Christ; 
ancl He 11ent about doing good to owryboay, and cur.ing 
people of all sorts of diseases, and taught them what they 
0L1ght to do; and Ile chose out h,che Yory good 111011, and 
called them _,\._postles ; and these Apostles ,rent about the 
world doing as He did, and teaching people as He taught 
them. And they never 1~1inclecl what they oat or drank, but 
lived upon dry bread anLl \rntcr; and when anybody offerccl 
them money, they would not ta.ke it, but told them to be 
good, and giro it to the poor and sick; and so they made 
the world a, great deal better. And therefore it is not right 
to mind what we lirn upon, but ,;rn should take what ,rn cnn 
get, and be contented; just as the beasts and Lirds do, who 
lodge in the open air, and live upon herbs, and drink nothing 
but water; and yet they are strong, and active and healthy." 

Upon my ,,ord," said JHr. ::Merton, ,: this little man is fl 

great philosopher; and ,rn shoulcl be much obliged to l\[r. 
Barlow if he would take our Tommy under his cnre ; for ho 
grows a great boy, and it is time that ho should know some
thing. \Vhat say you, Tommy; should you like to be a 
philosopher?" "Indeed, papa, I don't kno\v "·hat a philo
sopher i::i; but I should like to be a, king, because he's 
finer and richer than anybody else, ancl has nothing to do, 
and everybody waits upon him, and is afraid of him." 
"\V ell sai.d, my clear," replied ]Hrs. ::.\Icrton; and she roBe 
and kissed him ; " ancl a, king you clesene to be ,vith such 
n ~-pirit ; and here's a, glass of wine for you for making such 
:~ pretty answer. .And should you not like to be a ki.ng too, 
lLttle Harry?" "Inclcecl, mada,m, I don't know what tha,t 
id; but I hope I shall soon be big enough to go to plough, 
ancl get my O\\ll liYing; and then I shall ,,ant nobody to 
wait upon me." 

" ,Vhat a, difference there is between the children of 
farmers mul gentlemen ! " whispered JUrs. :Merton to her 
husband, looking contemptuously upo11 Harry. " I am 110L 



sure," said ~Ir. 1\Icrton, "that for this time the advantage 
is on the side of our son. J3ut should you not like to be rich, 
my clear?" said he, tm·ning to Harry. "No, indeed, sir." 
"No, simpleton!" snid ]Hrs. 1\foTton; " and why not?" 
" J3ecause the only rich man I eyer sa.w, is Squire Chase, 'iYho 
liYes hard by; and he rides muong people's com, and breaks 
clown i.hcir hedges, and shoots their poultry, and kills their 
clogs, and lames their cattle, and abuses the poor; and they 
say he docs all this because he's rich; but eycrybody hates 
him, though tbey dare not tell him so to his face; and I 
"·otud not be hntecl for anything in the ,-vorld." " But 
should you not like to h::we a, fine coat, and a coach to carry 
,,·ou about, and serrnnts to wait upon you?" "As to that, 
mallam, one coat is as good as another, if it ,-vill but keep 
me -..rn.rm; and I clont want to ride, beca,use I can ,rnlk 
whereYer I choose ; and, as to serrnnts, I should ha-ve 
nothing for them to do, if I had a hundred of them." l\lrs. 
-:.\lcrton continued to look at him with astonishment, but 
did not ask l1im any more questions. 
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In tho ernning, little Harry was sent home to his father, who aske:l him what he had. seen at the great bouse, and how he liked being there?" "Why," replied little Harry, '- they ,-..-ere all rnry kind to me, for 1Yhich I'm much obliged in i. hem; but I ,rnuld rather have been at home, for I nen'r 
1\·n.:; so troubled in all my life to get a dinnP1'. There ,,,-as one man to take mrny m~" plate, ancl another i.o girn me clrink, and another to sb.ncl behind my chaii\ ,inst as if I liatl been lame or blind, and could not ham ,ntitcll 11pon m~·se1f; ancl then there was :,;o much to clo wilh putting one thin~ on, and taking another oft: I thought it 1Yo11ltl ncrer Jinn; been on)r; and, afrer dinner, I ,,-~s obliged to sit two" hole honrs v;·ithout erer stirring, 1Yhile ~he lady ,,·as talking to ine, not as :}fr, Barlo,Y does, but ,,;anting me to lorn fine cloihrs. nncl to be n king, ancl to llc rirh, 1 hat I mny br hated like Fqnire Ch:1~c." 
But, nt tlir mansion-lrnusc, in the mr:mbrnc, rnnch of i. he com·crsation illmed npnn the merits of little Harry. :i\fr.,;. ::.\forton acknowledged hifJ br,wery and openness of temper; she ,ms also strue:k with the general good-nature and benernlcnce of his character; but she contcnclcd 1 hat he had n crrtnin grossness aucl incll'lit:!ncy in his icleas, ,rhi<.:h cli::;tinguish ihe children of the lo-\"n:-r and middling cbc:.;:es from those ;;.f persons of fashion. l\fr. :?lforton: on tho contrnr~·, mnintninec1, that he had neYer before seen n child 1Yhoso sentiments and disposition would do so mu<.:11 honour eYen to the most elerntcd situation. X othing, he nflinncd; was more ca:il.r acquired than those external mmmcr:-, and that superfici~l address, upon which too rnmw of the higher dassesprrl1ecl thcm::;e]yec:: as their greatest, or eYcn as their only, accompli.:hment; :: nny, so cnsil:,- arc they picked np," ~:ticl hr, :: that ,,e frcrinentlr see them descend 1i·ith the e:~,'-t-off clothes to Ir.die ·'-maids and Yalrts; uchreen "110111 antl their nu~ters nnd mistres~es there is little cliffcr<·nc-r, except 1Ylrnt r0sult-s from the former \Yc:1ring soiled clothc~1 and henlthy conntennnces. Indeed, the real scat c,f a~I superiorit_v, oven of manne1·s, must be placed in the rniu<l; dignified sentiments, superior courage, accompanied "ith genuine unin·rsal conrtc.·y, arc t1lways nec:cs::iar.\· to con. 
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stitutc the real gentleman; and ,Yhere these are wanting, it 
is the greatest absurdity to think they can be supplied by 
nffected tones of Yoice, particular grimaces, or extravagant 
auJ unnatural modes of dress; whir.h, far from becoming the 
real test of gentility, have in general no other origin than 
the caprice of barbers, tailors, drmcing-mastcrs, milliners, 
:mcl J:rench senants of both sexes. 1 cannot help, therc
i'urc, asserting," said he, rnry seriously, " that this litt1l' 
pcnsant has within his mind the seeds of true gentility anc1 
<lignity of character; and though I sba,ll alRo 11·ish that our 
~011 may trnssess aU i.ho comrno11 accornphshmcnts of his 
r:1.nk, noL1ing ,..,.ould girn me more pleasure ih:m to feel a 
c2rtninty that he w·ill no-rcr in rmy rcsprct fall below the son 
ol' Farmer Sandford." 

""\Vh2thcl' :Mrs. :Merton folly acceded to these obserYn
l1om of hrr husband: I cmrnot ·c1ccicle; but_,,·ithont 1Yniting 
t0 1\t'ai· 11cr 1rnrtie:ubr sentimentR, ho thus ,-.;-ent on:
•. :--;;wald I appr:1.r more ,rarm than usrn1l upon this subject, 
yliu must pardon me, my clear, mhl :i.Hribnte it; to the 
interest I feel in the ,Yclfarc of our littk Tommy. I am but 
too sensible that onr mutual fonduesR ]1r;s hitherto made us 
trent him ,,,-ith rather too much mdnlgcnce. Over-solicitous 
to rcmorn from him ernry painful and disngreeable impres
sion, ,Ye ham made him too delicate ancl fretful; our desire 
of constantly consulting his inclinatiorn~, bas made us gratify 
ercn his caprices and humours; aml in shm,ing oursel-res 
too studious to presene him from restraint rmcl opposition, 
we haye in reality been the cause that he has not acquired 
m·cn the common attainments of his age and station. AJl 
this I hayc long obscrred jn silence; but kffe hitherto 
concen1ed my feelings both from m:v fondness for our chilcl, 
and my fear of offending you; bnt at length u consiclerat10n 
of his real interests has prcyailecl oYer cyc1-y other motiw, 
ancl h'.ls compelled me to embrace a resolntioJ1, ,vhich I hope 
will not be clisngrccable to yon; that of scncli11g him 
directly to Jir. 13arlow, proYiclccl he would take the care of 
liim; anJ I think :his ace:iclentnl acqnainhmce Yi·ith young 
t;anclrorcl rn:1.y prom tk, l1u:ki2st 1hi11g in tho ,Yorld, as he 
is so nearly the Hf;C ~Eid size of our Tommy. I shn.11 
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therefore propose to the Farmer, that I will for some years 
pay for the boa.rd and education of his little boy, that he 
may be a constant companion. 

As I\Jr. :l\Ierton said this w·ith a certain degree of firmness, 
and the proposal ,,as in itself so reasonable and necessary 
nlrs . :Merton cl.id not make any objection to it, but con
sented, although very reluctantly, to part with Tommy. 
J\Ir . Barlo,,· was accordingly im·ited to dinner the next 
t:,undn._y, and ]Hr. J\lerton took an opportunity of intro
ducing the subject, and rnabng the proposal to him; 
assuring bim, at the same time, that though there ,.._- as no 
return ,,,-ithin the bounds of his fortune which he 1Yould not 
,yiJlingly rnal,.e, yet the education and improYement of bs 
son were objects of so much importance to him, that he 
sbonld ahYays consider himself as the obliged party. 

"I will deli Yer 111)' son into your bands," he concluded, 
"upon your conditions. And ns to the terms-" 

"Pnrdo,u me," replied J\Ir. Barlow, "if I interupt you. 
I am contented to bke your son for some months u{1der 
my care, and to endeayou{· by eYcry meaus ,,·itl1i11 rn_Y po,n'r 
to improYe him. But there is oue circumstance "·hic:h is 
indispensable; nameJ_,r, that you permit me to have tho 
pleasure of serving you as a friend. If you approYe of my 
iLlcas and conduct, I ,-rill keep him as long as you clesirr. 
J n the meantime, as there may be in him, I fear, some liitlc 
faults of character ,,,-hich ha-re grown up, by too nrnch ten
derness and indulgence, I think that I shall possess more of 
the necessary influence and authority to alter them if .I, for 
the present, appear to him and your whole family rather in 
the light of a friend than of a schoolmaster." 

However disagreeable this proposal was to the generosity 
of nir. l\Icrton, he ,ms obliged to consent to it; and little 
Tommy ,ms accordingly sent the next clt1y to the ,,-icarage, 
which was about two miles distant from his father 's house. 

,. 
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CHAPTER II. 
T.IIE FIRST DAY .A.T MR. IlARLOW'S-TJIE FLIES AND TJIE A:liTS-TO::U~n:'s 

MORTIFICATION-THE SECOND DAY-STORY OF TITE GEXTLE:\.[1\N AND 
TJIE IlA.SKET•::11:AKER -TO::U::UY LEARNS TO READ -TI[E STORY OF TilE 
TWO DOGS. 

TnE day after Tommy came to JHr. Barlo,y's, the good 
clergyman took his two pupils i11to the garden, as soon as 
breakfast '\\as oYcr, and taking a spade into his o,Yn hand, 
and giving Harry a hoc, they both began to '\\Ork with great 
eagerness. "Everybody that cats," said 1\fr. Barlm-:, "ought 
to assist in procuring food; and therefore little Harry and 
I begin our daily '\\Ork. This is my bed, and tba,t is his ; 
\\'e work every day, and he that raises the most will deserve 
to fare tbc best. No", Tommy, if you choose to join us, 
I ,-rill mark you out a piece of ground, which you shall 
ham to yourself, and all tho produce shall be your 
own." "No, indeed," said Tommy, very su1kily, "I am a 
gentleman, and don't choose to ·slave ·like a ploughboy." 
"Just as you p1casc, l\Ir. Gentleman," said l\'.Ir. Barlow; 
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"lrnt Harry :rncl I, ,,-ho arc not nborn being useful, ,rill 
attend to our ,rnrk." 

I u about two honr;:;, l\fr. DarlcY, said it ,rns time to learn 
off. Ile took IInrr,r by the lwncl, anJ led him into n. Yery 
plcasflnt summ~r-house, where they Sflt do,Yn; ancl l\Ir. 
Bado"·, taking out n. plntc of ,-er_\- fine ripe cherries, diYidcd 
lhcm between Harry nncl himself. 

Tommy hflcl folloY,:ecl, cx:pcding to rec:cin: his :c-harc . "\\'h t;n 
lie saw them bo1h eating without taking nn.r notice of him 
lie could no longer restrain his passion, lmt bur,;t into a 
,·iolent fit of sobbing mHl crying. ",Vhat is the matter P" 
n.skccl ::'.\Ir. Bnrlo..,·, Ycrr cooll_v. Tommy looked at him Yery 
sulkilr, but returned no answer. " Oh! ::;ii\ if _roll don't 
choose to girn me an ,111~'.\·cr, yon may be silent; nobody is 
obliged to speak here." Tommy bccnmc more disconccrtcc1 
at this; nncl unable to conceal his anger, he ran outi of t11c 
summer-house, and wandered Ye1T clisconsolntc>h· about the 
garden, surprised and Ycxccl to· find himself · in a place 
,rherc nobody felt any c:onccrn "\Yhcthcr he ,~·as pleased or not . 

,Vhen all the cherries ,rnre eaten, little Harry sniLl; ·1 Yon 
promised to be so goocl ns to hear me real 1Yhen "\YC lind clone 
working in the grtrden; nncl if agreeable to you, I 1\"ill now 
read the story of the Flies and the } .. nts ." "\\'it h all my 
heart," said 'i\fr. Barlow; " r emember to rcacl slO\Yl_v an~l 
distinctly, without hesitating or mispronouncing the wordt-i. 
and be sure to rend it in such a manner as to show that you ,Llncler.:;tand it." 

Harry then took up the book, aud rend as full<r1rn :-

nm l'LIES .. \.SD TILE .. L .. l'S. 

In a corner of a farmer's garden: there once happened to be 
n. nest of _1.11ts. Duril1'r the fine weather of the summ~r 
these insects 'IYCl't; cmplo~·ed nil clnr long in clr,rn·ing liltle 
seeds ancl grains of corn into their hole. X car them i 11ere 
bnppenccl to be a bed of flowers, upon which a great qu:n1~ 
tity of Flies usccl to be ah,.-ays sporting, and hnmmin~·. :m,J 
d-iw•rtiug thcmsclres by flyi1Jg from on8 flo,.;·er to another. 



A little boy, the farmel''s son, used frequently to obscne the 
different employments of these insects ; and, as he ,Yas very 
~-oung :mcl jgnorant, Le 0110 day thus expressed hjmself :-· 
'' Can any creature be so simple as these Ants? A.11 day 
long they are ,rnrking and toiling, instead of cnj oying the 
fine "TT"eather, and di·rnrting themseb-es like these Flies, who 
are the happiest creatures in the w·orld." Some time after 
ho had made this obsenation, the ,wather greYI' e:s.tremely 
cold; the sun was scarcely seen to shine, anc.1 the njght~ 
·were chill and frosty. The same little boy, ,rnlking in i.hc 
garden, did not see a single A.nt, but all the Flies hy 
scattered up and dO'IYn, either dead or dying. A.s he ,ms 
Ycry good-natured, he could not help pitying the unfor
tunate insects, and asking what had hap1)cncc.l to the Ants 
ho used to see in the same place? The father said, " The 
1"lics ~re all dead, because they were careless nnimn.ls, ,Yho 
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gave themselYes no trouble about bying up prm·isions, and 
,rnre too idle to ,,ork; but the Ants, lfho lrnrn been busy 
all the summer, in proYiding for their maintenan~e during 
the lfinter, are all aliYe and well, and you ,-rill see them as 
soon as the lfarm \Yeather returns." 

"Y cry well, Harry," said :Thir. Bar lo", 1Yhen his pupil 
had concluded; " we Ifill now take a, lfalk." They accord
ingly rnmbled out into the fields, where i\[r . Barlow made 
Harry take notice of se-reral kinds of plants1 and told him 
the names and nature of each. At last, IIarrr, ,Tho had 
obsened some Tery pretty purple berries upon a plant that 
bore a purple flo11cr, and gre,T in the hedges, brought them 
to nir. Barlow, and asked w·hethcr they \Yere good to cat? 
"It is ·rnry lucky," said ~Ir. Barlow, ,: that you asked the 
question before you put them into your mouth; for, had 
you tasted them, they lfOllld ha,c giyen you Yiolent pains 
in your head and stomach, and perhaps haye killed :·ou. 
'rhey grow upon a plnnt called Nightshade, ,,hich is a rank 
poison." " Sir," said Harry, '· I take care neycr to cat any
thing without knoi\·ing ,,hat it is; and I hope, if you ,.-ill 
be so good as to continue to teach me, I shall Yery soon 
know the names and qualities of all the herbs that 
grO"\Y." 

As they were returning l1omc, Harry smv upon the 
ground a Yery large bird, called a Kite, ,yhich seemed to 
have in his cb,,s something that lie ,,,-as tearing to pieces. 
Harry, lfho kne,, the Kite to be one of those r1wenous 
creatures i\·hich prey upon others, ran up to him, shouting 
as loud as he could ; and the bird being frightened, flew 
away, and left a chicken behind him, ,ery much hurt 
indeed, but still alive. "Look, sir," said Ilarry, "if that 
cruel creature has not almost killed this poor ch1cken ! Sec 
how it bleeds and hangs its ,,ings ! I 11ill put it into my 
bosom to reco,er it, and carry it home; and it shall Jiaye 
part of my dinner every clay till it is \Yell, and able to 
shift for itself." 

As soon as they came home, the first care of little Harry 
was to put his wounded chicken into a bnsket, ,;vith some 
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fresh straw, some water, and some bread. Afterwards, 1\Ir. 
J3arlow and he went to dinner. 

Tomm;r, who had been skulking about all day, uneasy nnd 
YClT much mortified, no,, came in, ancl, being Ycry hungry, 
,,as going to sit clo11n to the table with the others ; but 
:i\Ir. Barlow stopped him, and said, "No, sir; though you 
are too much of a gentleman to work, we, who are not so 
proud, do not choose to ,,-ork for the idle." Upon this 
'.romrny retired into a corner, crying as if his heart ,rnuld 
break, but more from grief than passion, as he began to 
perceive that nobody minded his ill-temper. 

But little Harry, ,,ho could not bear to sec his friend so 
unhapp?, looked up half crying into l\Ir. Barlow's face, and 
f::aid, ·· Pray, sn·, may I do as I please with my dinner?" 
,: Yes, to be sure, my boy," answeredl\Ir. Barlow. "Why 
then," saicl Harry, getting up, "I will girn it to poor 
'l'ommy, ,-rl10 ,rnnts it moTc than I do ." Saying this, he 
gave it to his friend as he sat in the corner; nncl 'Tommy 
to0l~ i nncl th:mkecl him, without eyer t urni11g hi!'3 ryes 

(' 
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from the ground. '' I see," said :l\Ir. Barlo,Y, ·· that though 

certain gentlemen are too proucl to be: of any use thcm

seh·es, they arc not n.boYe taking the lwrad that oilier 

people haYo been working hard for ." At this: Tommy 

cried still more bitter]\- than before. 
'l'he next din·, ::Hr.' Jbrlow and IlmT,· af!,"ain vrent to 

,rnrk; but the): hnd scarcely begun, ,·d1e1i To;nn1_,· came t o 

them, and begged that he might ham a hoc tJo. :;_\] r . ]3ar1ow 

gnYe him oue; but, as he had nernr before learned to handle 

.:;uch nn implement, he ,ms yery n,Ykwarcl in the use of it, 

arnl hit hi,u'::ielf ~eYeral strokes upon tho legs . ~Ir . Barlow 

t:1en lai.d dowu his own spade, aml showed him how to holtl 

arnl use the hoe; and. in a short time, 'l'ommy bcc:nne yery 

experL mHl ,rorketl with the greatc ·t pleasure. \fht'll their 

task ,Yas c.loDc: tlicy all three retired to the ~umrncr-housc; 

and 'l'onuny felt the greatest jo:' imaginable when the frL1it 

was pl'oduced, nncl he \\·::ts im·itecl to take his s11arc . J t 
t;eemcd to him the ·most dclic.:ious fruit be had e\·cr ta:.-:ted, 

becarnie working in the n.i.r lrnd giYen him an appetite. 

As &0011 as they bad done crting. }Hr. Barlo,\· took up a 

book, and asked 'rommy whether he ,rnuld read them a 

tiLory out of it? but he. looking a little ashamed, said he 

had never lea.med to read ,: I am very sorry for it," said 

.lvir. Barlow, "because you lose a very great pleasure ; then 

Harry shall read to you '' Harry accordingly took up the 

book, and read the follov;;ng story:-

'£.IIE GENTLE:iIA.N AND THE IlA.SKI:T•MAICE.ll, 

There liYed, in a distant part of the world, a rich man, 

who dwelt in a fine house, and spent his ,...-hole time in 

eating, drinking, sleeping, and amusing himself. As ho 

lrntl n, great m!lny rnrvants, who treated him "·ith the 

grcate-,t respect, and did ,drnte-ver they \Yel'e ordered, and, 

a.:i Le bad never been tanght to tell the truth, nor nccus

tomecl to hear it, he i:;row Yery proud, insolent, and capricious, 

imagining that he had a right to command all the world, 

:mu that tho poor were only born to senc and obey him . 

N (!ar t!1is rieh man's lioe-::e there li-red an honest and 
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i11dustrious poor man, ,-rho gained his li-rclihood by making 
little baskets out of dried reeds, \Yhich gre,,· upon a piece 
of marshy gl'ound c1o::;e to his cottage. But though he was 
obliged to Jabour from morning to night, to earn food 
enough to support him, and though he seldom fared better 
i11an 11pon dry bread, or rice, or pulse, and had no other 
bed than the remains of the rushes of which he made 
basket::;, > et was he al \\'ays happ,r, d1eerful, and contented i f'o:· his bbour gax e him so good an appetite, that the 
<·om·::;est fare ap1 eared to him delicious ; and he went to 
bed so tired that he \Yould have slept soundly upon the 
bare groLmd. Besides this, he ,ms a, good and Yirtuous 
man, hmnaue to every body, honest in his dealings, alway._· 
accustomed to speak the truth, and therefore beloYed and re;:;pccicd by all his neighbours . 

The rich man, on the contrary, though he lay upon the 
softest bed, yet could not sleep, because he had passed the 
tb,r in itllcncss ; and though the nicest dishes Vi'ero pre
~:cnied to him, yet could he not cat 1Yith any p1e[uure, 
becau~e he did not ,Yait till nature g,n-e him an appetite, 
nor u::;e exercise, nor go into tho open air. Bc;;icles this, as 
he wa::; a great sluggard and glutton, he ,, as almost ahrnys 
ill; anu., as ho did good to nobody, he hacl no friends; nnd 
O\'Cll hi::; scrrnnh; spoke ill of him behind his back, and all 
his neighbours, vd10111 he oppressed, hated him. :For these 
reasons he was sullen, melancholy, and unhappy, nud 
became displeased 1Yith all ,rho nppca1 eel more cheerful 
than himself. "\Vhen ho y;as carried out in his p:dnnquin 
(a kind of bed, borne upon men's ~houlders) he frr<pientlr 
passed by tho cottage of the poo1· Basket-maker, \\' ho ,nis 
ahrnys sitting at his clo01·, and singing a;3 he wore tho 
baskets. Tho rid1 man could not behold this "·ithout 
anger. ,: \\That!" said he, '' shall a \\Tctch, u peasant, a 
low-born fo11ow, that ,mares bulrushes for a scanty sub
sistence, be always happy and pleased, \\ hile I, that am a 
gentleman, possessed of riches aud po,,·cr, of more con::;e
quence than u million of reptiles like him, am ahrnys 
melantholy and discontented!" This reflection arose so 
often iu h1s mind, that at bst Le began to frcl the 6rcatcst 

C 2 
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hatred towards the 11oor rnnn ; nnd, as he hac1. never 

been accustomed to c:onquer his own passions, howeYer 

i,nproper or unjust the,\- mi~ht be, he at lnst clcterrninecl 

to 11mlish the J3nskct-nrn.ker for being happier tlinn hi1n:-:;el t'. 

"\Vith this wicked. design he one night gum orders to his 

senants (,rho dic1. not dare to disobey him) to set fire to 

the rushes ,Yhich snrrom1ded the poor man's house. As it 

,,,-as summer, and the ,yeather in that com1tr_\- extremely 

hot, the fire soon sprencl oYcr the ,,-hole· marsh, and not 

only consumed all the rushes, but C\-en tho cottage 

itself, and the poor Basket-maker "\YUS obliged to run out 

almost nakcu., to sn.Ye his life. 
You may judge of the surprise aml grief of the poor 

man, when he founcl himself cutircly dq)l'iYccl of his mc::m.1 

of subsistence br the ,Yiekeclncss of his rid1 nci~rh hour, 
~ 

J J 

whom he hac.1 nc\-cr offended ; but, ns he was unable to 

punish hi.m for this injustice, he set out nrnl ,rnlkecl on font 

to tho chief nrngistratc of that cou11try, to ,rhom ,rit 1i 

many ten.rs, he tohl his pitiful tale . Tho magistrate, \Yh<l 

was :1 goocl and just man, immediately ordered the rich 

man to be brought before him; and w·hen ho found that he 

could not elem- the 1\·ickcdnes~ of which he ,,;-as accused, he 

thus spoke to· the J;OOr man:-'· As this proud aml wicked 

man h:1s been puffed up i;rith the opinion of his o,rn 

in1portnncc: and attempted to commit the most s<.;audnlou::; 

injustice from 11i:; rnutempt of the voor, I intend to te:1cli 

l im of how little ,-alue he is to ::i.nybod,-, and how Yile and 

contemptible a creature he really is·; but, for this purpo:,c, it 

is 11ccc"sary that you should consent to the plan I ha Ye forme,l. 

and ~owithhim to the place whither I intend to ~encl you both.:: 

The 11oor m:m replied : "I ncYer had rnnch; but th,· 

litt1o I ouee had is 110w lo3t by the misd1iernns disposition 

of this proud an.cl oppres:::iYe rnan. I nm entirely rllilletl; 

I ham no menus left in tho world of prot.:uring myself a 

morsel of br0nd the next time I am hu11gry; therefore I 

:1m ready to go,, hereYer you ple::i.se i o send rne; and, th011g11 

I '1Yonld not frc;i.t this man ns ho has treated me, ~·ct should 

( rejoit:e to teach him more justice nDcl humanity, and. to 

prevent hi;; injuring the poor a second time." 



The magistrate thou 01c.lerecl them Lotli tu be put on 
board a ship, and carried to a distaut country, inlrn.bitcLl by 
n rude and saxage race of men, who lfrecl in huts, ,,-ere 
stranger.5 to riches, ancl got their liYing l)y fishing . 

. \s scon as the brn Yoyagers \Y Cre set on shore, the 
sailor::; left them1 as they hacl been orc1erccl, and the 111-
hahitants of the colmhy came round thcrn in great m1111-
bcr::; . The rieh man: sceiug himself thus nposcd, without 
at-.:ii::stancc or defence, iu the pow·er of n barbarous pcop1r, 
whose bugnage he clic.l not unclerstaml, Legan to cry and 
\\Tiug his bnnJ.s iu the most abject manner; but the poor 
\3;1-kC't-makcr, who had from his infancy been nccustomccl 



t0 hardships aucl c.langers, made signs to the 11-:-opk that he 
,ms their friend, and ,...-as w·illing to work fvr them, mid to 
be their scrrnnt. 1.:pou this, the nntiYcs made signs to 
both that they \Youltl do them no hurt, but \\ oulJ make us!1 
of their nssist::mce in :fi:,;bing :md carrying ,mod. 

Accorclin2:ly, they led them both to a wooc1 at su:nc 
distance, and sho,Ying them sen~ral logs1 ordered them fr 
carry wood to their cabins . Both the strangcr'3 imaw
tliably set about i.heir tasks; arnl the poor 111:111, who ,v:.~ 
strong and actiYc, YCiT soon had finishccl h:5 share of t lw 
,rnrk; while the rich man, whose li111bs ,rne i.cndcr a.1 ,l 
delicate, and ncrer accustomed to any kind of !abour, h:lcl 
scnrcely done a quarter as much . The s:wag,,s, ,rho we1T 
"·itncsscs of i.11 is, bcgnn to thiuk that the Baskd-makt!t' 
wouhl prom Yery U::iL:fol to them. and therefore presented 
him "·ith a. brge portion of tish: and 8creral of thc,ir 
,·hoiccst roots; while to the rich man they gaYe st.:arce~_)' 
rnonQ;h to support him, lJecanse they i.hou0;ht him almo.-L 
incapable of being u:wfnl b them; howcwr, a:; he )1:!d 
now fasted scyeral hours. 11C' ntc ,rlw.t the,· g-arn him\\ ith a 
hrttcr appetiLe tktn lie· hncl uer fdt: f;cfr,ni at ]1is O\\ 11 
table. 

'.I'he next clay they ,rnre set to ,rnrk again, and i.Ji,, 
lhsket-makcr once more ,ms hi uh] '{ cnre::;sc cl ancl wc1i 

cl 
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lreate bv the natin':c.:, while i.hc,· sho\\ eel t.:Ycn· mark of 
t·onternpt' toward hi:; companion, ,~·bose deliC'atc ·arnl lU'(l,

riou,:; habits hacl rcmlcrcd him YClT unlit for labonr. 
The rich man now begnu to per-:ein.! ,rith hm\· littlC' 

reason he had before Yalurcl himself'., and tlcspi::-etl hi:~ 
fellow-creatures; and an nceiclent ,rhich happened shortly 
aJtcr, completed his mortification. 

One of the savages had fountl somet.hin°· like ~ fillet . 
\,ith which he a~:orned his forehead, anc.l sc~med to thin!, 
him::;clf extr emely fine. The Basket-maker, \\'ho hnd pJr
ceiYcc.l this appearance of rnnifr, pulled up some reeds, 
and, sitting down to work, in a short time finished a wry 
elegant wreath, \Yhic.:h he plncecl upon the head of the fir~t 
inhabitant he chanced to meet. This man was :--o plea:·wd 
with his new acquisition, tha.t he c.lancrd and <:npPr(•d \\ iih 
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JOY, a~1Ll l'an rnrny t? seek t'..ie rest, who w~rc ail,, struck ,-rith nstomshmcnt at tlns new and elegant piece 01 finery . H 
"·as not long before another nati-re came to the Basketrnakcr, making signs that he "·anted to be ornamented like hi~ companion; ancl in such estimation ,·:ere the:-:e elm pleL3 
held b\· the "hole nation, that the Basket-maker "·as relca:scd from his former clrn<lgery, and coutinually employed in ,Yea-ring them. In return for the plca~ure 
which he conforred upon them, the grnteful sarnges brought him CYCry kind of food thcie eountry afforded. built him a 
hut : rirnl':::;howcd him c-rcry sign of gi:::uitncle a{1cl kindne.•q. 
l3ut the rieh man, \\ ho pos::cs~l'd neither tak·nts to l>l<'r,"'L' nor strength to labour, ,~ as con<lcmnecl to be the Ba,kC'tmaker 's sen·ant, aud to cut him reeds to :rnpply the coPtinunl demand for c:haplct~ . 

t-uuc months !incl pasH'd in this rnanne1·. \\ ht'll the rieh n,nn ,,nd the Ba~ket-makcr were no-ain trm s11ort<.>d to tl.eir ~ own <.:ountry by the unk·r of the mai:,:i:,,trat0. arnl l roL,~ht befo~·c him. · He then looked sterul3 · -uuon LJP rir.:h man, 
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and said:-" Having no,v taught you ho·w hclple.:5s, con
temptible, and feeble a creature you are, and how inferiu1· 
to the man you insulted, I shall cause yot1 to make rep;1..
ra~ion to bim for the injm'Y you have inflicted upon him. 
Did I treat you as you deser,e, I should take from you a11 
the riches you possess ; for you ,-rantolJly depri-red tl1is 
poor man of his whole subsistence ; but, in the hope tbat 
:'OU "ill become more humane for the :fnture, I sentcnr·o 
you to give half )·our forbrne to th ' ;:; man, ·whom you 
cndea,onrecl to ruin." 

The Basket-maker, after thanking the nrngistratc for his 
goodness, replied: ·= Br0d up in poverty, and accustomed to 
labour, I ham no desire fo acquire ric.:hes, ,-rhich I shoulcl 
not kuo,Y how to use; all, therefore, that l require of this 
man is, that ho shall put me into the same situation I ,,ms 
in before, and learn more hmnanifr.n 

The rich man could not help lJc.,in,~· nstonit-becl at this 
generosity; and., ha-riug acquired ,,~isLlum b_,, · his rnisfoi·
tunes, not only treated the Basket-mal,cr a.; a fricml during 
the rest of his ]ifc .. lmt e,nplo:-,·ecl his riclics in rc]ieying the 
poor, and benefiting his follo\\·-c.:reaturcs. 

When the story 1Yas encled, Tommy pronounced it very 
p1:ctty; but obserrnd that, ha.cl he been the goocl J3asket
rnakcr, he would harn takcu the naughty rich man's fori.u11e 
:md kept it. "So would. not I," saicl llarry, "for fear o!' 
g-rowing as uroud, and wicked, and. idle as the other." 

From this time forward, ~Ir. Br,rlo·,y and his t11,·o little 
-;-:upils used. to work in their garden en~ry morni11g ; nnd, 
when they ,rnre fatigued, they retired to the sum_mer-ho:1sc, 
,rhcre little Ilarry, 1Yho impron~cl eYCi'_\" day m rca(li11g: 
used. to entertain them ,Yiih some pleas::nnt story or ot11cr, 
"hich Tomnw always listened to ,ritl1 the gt"eatc:-st pleasure. 
i3ut, soon a±tcn, m;ds 1la1Ti" ,ycnt home fllt' a ,, eek, arnl 
J'omrny and ::'llr. }3adow ,Yci·e left alonL'. 

The next cb_,·, artcr they had clone work, nnd liacl. 1:ci.ired 
io the sununcr-liousc as usuu1, 'l'ornmy cxpcdcd 1'Ir. Barlow 
\YOuld read to l1im; bnt: to his grmt clis:1ppuintmcnt, found 
~ hat- gentleman ,,.·ac, hns.,· nncl could 110!-. The next d a r the 
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same thing happened, and tbe clay after that . At length 
Tommy lost all patience, and said to himse]f, " Now, if I 
could but read like Harry Sandford, I should not need to 
ask anybody to do it for me, and then I could amuse 
myself; and lfhy may not I do what another has done ? 
To be sure, little Harry is ,ery cle,er; but he could not 
ha.-rn read if he had not been tm~ght; and, if I am taught, I 
d:1re say I shall lea1·n to ren.cl too. v;-ell, as soon as eyer he 
comes home, I am determined to ask him about it." 

The next day little HmTy returned; and as soon n.s 
~Commy had an opportunity of being alone ·with him, he 
enquired, '' Pra)·, Harry, hoi\' came you to be able to read?" 

H .. urn:r. "'Nh:·, l\Ir. Barlow taught me my letters, ancl 
then spelling; aml then, by putting syllables together, I 
:earnt to read. '110;,nn:-. And could not ,ou sho,, me mv 
letters? IL.RRL Yes, yery ,,illinglr, ~ -

Harr)· then took up a book> and 'romm)' \Yas so cager and 
aUenh \"C', that at the Yery first lesson he learned the '.\·hob 
a1plrnbct. He was infinitely pleased with this first experi
ment-, ancl could scm·ccly keep from nnming to ~Ir. 13arlo,v, 
to let him lmo,,· the improYcment 1 c hn.d made ; but he 
thought he should surprise him more, if he said. nothiug 
about tho matter till he was able to read a ·whole storr. 
He therefore applied himself ,,-ith such diligence, and little 
Jiany, who spared no pains to assist his friend, was so good 
a master, that iu about t,,·o months he determined to 
astonish )Ir. Barlow with a displa,y of his trrlents. Accord
ingly, one day, when they were all assembled in the summcr
houst.!, _ancl the_ book was gi,·cn to Harry, Tommy stood up 
and said, th[tt1 1f 1\Ir. Earle\", pleased) he would try to read. 
''Oh! Yery 'iYillingly," said :Mr. l3arlmY, "but I should as 
soon expect you to iiy as to read." Tommy smilcLL with a 
l'Ulll'iornm ss. ?f his own proflcieney, and, taking up tbe 
b,,ok, read w1i.n t\Tcat Hnenl'y :-

THU lIISTOlff OP TEI'. T'SO DOGS. 

In a part of the lforlcl, whore there arc many strouo· and 
fierce ,nld beast.,, a l)oor man happened to briug 111f two 
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pu1Jpies of a kind greatly Yalued for size aml coma;;c. _\.s 
they appeared to possess more tlw.1:?. common str;:ngth n11d 
agility, he thought one of these clogs ,rnnlcl be an ne;ccptnbk 
present for his landlord, who was a rich man, li\·ing in n 
great city; so he gaYe the gentleman one puppy, 1Ybch 1Y:,-.: 

called J owler, ancl brought up Keeper, the ud.cr, to gu.i.·,l 
his own flocks . 

F r om this time the t10Uwr whelps fo·~cl in an uitirdy 
different manner. J o\\·ler y;ns sent into a wcll-~,ur piled 
kitchen, ,,;here he quickly became the farnuritc uf l,lie ::,er
Yants, who amu.:icd themselYes v;ith his little trie;ks aud "a11to!~ 
gambol::;:, and rewarded liim Yi ith gn·at q .iantiti( s of p.,~. 
liquor and broken Yiduals; and as lie "as &tuflillg frori 
morning to night, he increa::ecl consiclerably in size: and 
gr;;w sleek ancl comely. He ,ms, indeed: rather ur.:.-wieldy: 
and so co,,;ardly, that he ,rnuld 1·1i:1 ~n ·a.Y f1·0.n a c:0g c :11 . .
half as big as him;:;elf. He ,,,-as much aclLEcted to 6~1.ttuL;, ~.Ll, 

,ms often beaten for the thefts he committed iu thl' In 1 .y; 
but, as lie ha.cl Jcarnecl to fawn upon the foobn:u, null tu 
stand npon his hind legs to beg, when he ,ms otdc r.:d, nI"l 
besides this. ,,,-ould fetch and cm·1T, he ,,r, · rnnr~1 {"lre;::.; .... l 
by a11 the neighbourhood. . 

Keeper, in the mean time, lived at a cottage in tlH, 
countr.L He JH'iihcr fared :::o "cll 1 uor looked so plump, 
as J o,Ylcr, nor had lcarm'd littll' trich:s to recommend hin1-
::ielf; but, as Li-; rna::-i.er ,Yas too ptlOl' to maintain am tl,inrr 
but what ,,,-as 11;:;efol: aml wa::; o!J1i6ed to be coutinu

0

r.lly (, 
the air, in all kincls of ,n,n,ther, labouring barr.l for a LH,J~
hood. Keeper gre:w barc1. ·, active'= and clilir.;,mt: l1e wa::; al n 

exposed to conti,rna1 clangor fro11 the woh C-4; !'i'om "h01'1 

,,·bile p-trnrcling i. 1H' flocks he had rcceiYecl many a seH L'<' 

bite . 13y these continual £ombats he grc:w so intrepid: 
that no enemv could nm ke bim i.urn his back. Hi-; 
care nncl as~iil u it ,v so "clJ clcfondecl the sheep cf bis 
master that not one had CYer been rnisf'ing ::;inl'e they \H're 
plae;ccl under bis protection. His honest: too "as so grt at, 
that no temptation could oYerpower it ; and, though he was 
left alone in the kitchen ,-d,ile the meat was roa~tin~, he 
neYer attempted to tast.c it; but received "·ith thaukfulncss 



\\ i1atcyer his master chose to girn him. l~rom a continual 
lifo in tho open air, he became so hardy, that no tempc~t con1cl drirn him to seek shelter ,Yhen 0L1t ,-ratching the iLwk:-:, ancl he would plunge into the most rapid riYcr, in i;11c coldest ,reather, at t110 slightest sign from his master. 

1 t happeued. that tho landlord of the poor man went to examine his estate iu 1.-he country, ancl brought J owler "·ith him ti, the place of his bir1 h . On his arrival, he could not 
help \ ie,ring with gn',1t contempt, the rough, ragged appcamncc of Keeper, and his a,-rk,-rard look; which .-ho\\ed 11ot l11ng of the aclclt·ess for "·hid1 he so mu<:h admired ,Jowlc1·. This opinion, lio-werni.', was altered by an nccident \Yhieh happened s0011 aftel'. .A:; he ,-ras one day walking in 

:1 thic:k ·wood, wit:h no other compnn~- tban the two clogs, a lnmgry wolf rushed out of a nl'ighbouri11g thicket, ,,·ith eyes t hnt sparkled like fire, bristlin~- haie, and n horrid s1rnrl that made the gentleman ir-:mblc. The unfortunate man gaye himsclC ornr for lost1 more c:specially "·hen he $flW that hi::; fo.ithfnl ,J o\\·lcr, instead of coming to his a;-;,;istanec, 
r:m sneaking away, ho-.,·ling with fear, with his tail bchYCl'll his legs . Bnt 1 he u11cla1mted Keeper, who harl follo\\·cd Lhe gentleman 1rnmb1y and unoh:scnccl, at a lli:-:tancc, 11cw to his n::isistancc, and attnckcd tho 1\'oll' "·ith so much 
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com·age and skill, that the sa:rnge ben,st w:13 cornpdlcc.l i.o 

exert all his strength iu his o,Til defence. The battle ,-ras 

long ancl bloody; but, in the end, Keeper laid the ,,olf 

dead at his feet, though not ,-.;-ithout receiving se,eral sc,cre 

,-.,-orn1ds himself. The faithful clog presented but a bloody 

and mangled sped::ide to the eyes of his master, ,,ho came 

up at that instant . Tbe gentleman ,,as filled ,Yith joy at 

his escape, and gratitude to his brarn debYcrer; and thus 

learned, by his o,n1 experience, that appeanmces ar0 nut 

ah,ays to be trusted, ancl that great Yirtues and good 

dispositions arc sometimes found in cotbgcs, while they 

ma,y be totally ,Yanting among the great. 

"Yery "\fell, indeed/' mid :;)Ir. Barlow; ;: I fintl that 

when young gentlemen choose to take pains, they can do 
things almost as well as other people. But ,,hat do yon 

say to the story you ha.Ye been reacliu~. Tommy? '\\' oul tl 
you rather haYe o,,necl the genteel clog that left his rnasid· 

to be clcYoured or the 11001· ro1wh ra•1'n-ecl rnea(rrc lll'"·-
' ' :--"') ~ Cl:"? • 0 ~ '"°' 

lectccl cur. that exposed his o,H1 life in his clcfcncc ." 111-
deecl, sir/' ~aid Tommy ,: I ,-.,-oulcl ha\"C rather had Keeper : 

bnt tbcn I would haYo feel him, and ,yn::;hccl l1im; arnl 

:.:ombecl him, till he looked as well as Jowler." :. J3ut then: 

perhaps, he ,nmld haYc i:;rown idle: ancl fat: ancl <.:OirnrdlY: 

like him," t-;1icl ~[r. Barlow; '' but hero j::3 some more of it: 

.ct ns reml lo the end oi' the story." 'l'onnny then went 011 

llrn~ :-

The gent1eman was so p1cased with the no'.Jle hcba\'~onr 

Jf Keeper. that he desired the poor man to malrn him n 
pre;:;cnt of i. he clog ; with ,rhich request the cottager reluc

tantly complied. Keeper was therefore taken to the cit,·: 

where hl' ,rns caressed and feel b\° c, crr'1nd v : aucl t1~c 

di:--~rat:cd J O\Ylcr ,rns left at the cottage; strit·t j.n.i mwtio11s 

1.Jcing gi, en to tho man i.o haug him up, as :1 worthlc:5::. 

unprofitable cur. 
As soon as the gentleman hacl departed, the poor m:m 

,Yns going to c:s:.ecutc his commission ; but, con::-ic1ering the 

noble size aml com.cly look of tho clog, and) aboY,., nll, moYe<l 
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with pity for the poor animal, who \Yagged his tail, and 
licked his ne,Y master's feet, just as he \Yas putting the cord 
abo11t his neck, he determined to spare the clog's life, and 
sec ,-rhether a different treatment might not produce 
different manners. From this clay, J mder ,,as in eYery 
respect treated as hi::i brother Keeper had been before. Ile 
was fed but scantily; and, from thi::i spare diet, soon grew 
more actirn and fond of exercise. The first shower he ,·ms 
in, he ran mrny as he had been accustomed to do, and 
sneaked to the fire-side : but the farmer's wife soon clro,c 
him out of doors, and compelled him to bear the rigour of 
the ,,eather. In consequence of this, he daily became more 
vigorous and hardy, and, in a few months, regarded cold 
and rain no more then if he had been brought up in the 
country. 

Changed as he nlready was, in many respects, for the 
bcUer, he still retainecl an especial dread of wilcl beasts ; till 
one day, as be \Yas wandering through :1, wood alone, he iTas 
attackecl by a large and fierce ,·rnlf, which, jumping out of a 
thid'-et, seized him ·by the neck with fury. J owler would 
fain haYe run, but his enemy m.1s too swift and Yiolent to 
suffer him to escape. Necessity makes even cowards brave. 
J 0\,-ler, stopped in his retreat, turned upon his enemy, and 
Yery luckily seizing him by the throat, strangled him in an 
instant. His master soon came up, and having ,vitnessed 
his exploit, praised him, and stroked him 1Yith a degree of 
fondness he hacl never shown before. Animated by this 
Yictory, aud by the approbation of his master, J o,Yler, from 
that time, became as braYc as he had before been pusilJa
nimous; and there ,,as ,ery soon no dog in the country so 
great a terror to beasts of prey. 

Iu the mean time, Keeper, instead of hunting ,-,,- ilcl 
beasts, or looking after sheep, clid notl1ing but eat and 
sleep, whic:h ho ,,;-as permitted to do from a remembrance 
of his past senices. As all qualities both of rninJ and 
body arc lost, if not continually cxcrciser1, he soon ceased 
to be that hardy, conrngeous animal he 1,yas before, arnl 
acquired all the ·faults which arc the consequences of idle
ness ancl gluti.nny. 



About this time, the gentleman \\.l'Ut a~ain into t11e 
country; and, taking bis clog ·with him, wished that he 
should exercise his pro,Yess once more against his ancient 
enemies the ,valves. Accordingly, the country people 
taving quickly found one in n, neighbouring wood, tho 
gm1tleman ,-rent thither ,Yith Keeper, expecting to sec him 

, behave as he had done the year before. But how great 
\Yas his surprise, when, at the first onset, he saw his 
belored clog run a,i;-ay "·ith e-rnry mark of timidity! .i\ t 
this moment, another clog sprang forward, and seizing t l:0 
wo]f with the greatest intrepidity, after n, blood_,· conte::;t. 
left him dead upon the ground. Tho gentleman could 
not help lamenting the cowardice of his farnuritc, and 
admiriu.g the noble spirit of the other clog. whom: to his 
iufinite surprise, he found to be the same J owler ho had 
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discarded thP- year before. "I no,v sec," said he to the 
farmer, "that it is Yain to expect courage in those \Yl10 
lirn a life of indolence and repose; and that constant 
exercise and proper discipline arc frequently able to change 
contemptible characters into good ones." 

'· Indeed," saicl ]Ur. J3ar1ow, ,rbcn tbc story \'rns ended, 
,: I am sincerely glad to find that Tommy has made this 
acquisition. llc will now depend upon nobody, but be 
able to amuse him:3elf ,YheneYer he pleases . All tbat has 
CYer been written in our O\Yll language \\·ill be from this time 
in his po,YCL'; ,Yhether he chooses to read little entertaining 
stories like we bare beard to-day, or to read the actions of 
great and goocl men in hi::itory, or to make himself ac
qnainied ,Yith the nature of wild beasts and. birds, ,\·hicL 
Lam been described in books; in short, I scareely kno,Y 
of any information 1Yhieh from this moment he may not 
ncquii·c ; and I clo not despair of one day seeing l~im a 
Ycry sensible man, capable of teaching and instructing 
others." 

'· Yes,:' said Tommy, something elated by all this praise: 
'· I um cl.ctcrminecl now to make myself as clCi·er as any 
body; and I don't tloubt, though I am such n, little fello,Y, 
that I know more already than many grown-up people; 
and I am sure, though there arc no less than six blacks in 
our house, there is not one of them ,Yho can read :1 storv 
li!:e me." r.fr. Badow looked a little grave at this suclclei1 
display of Yanity; and said rather eoolly, " Pray, whc, 
has attempted to teach them anything ? " "Nobody, 1 
beliern," said Tommy. " "\Yhcro is tho great wonder then, 
if they are ignorant?" replied nir. Barlow; "you ,,;-ould 
l robably ham nc, er known anything had you not been 
~i~si:::ted; and cyen now you know Ycry little." 
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CIT.~ P"'~c-1·' TJ r :l..,1,. ... l. '\, J . 

TO.\l'\!Y A~D '.rIIE LITTLE TI:\.GGED BOY-TIIE STOUY 011 ANDROCJ,ES :\.~D 

THE LlOS-COSTimS.\TIOS OS SL.l..VEI:Y-TO:IDIY'S ILL•.iDVISED rm,, 

SF.ST-TIIE STORY OF CYI'.l!S-TJLC n IGGED llOY'S :l[!SJLar-IIA.RitY'il 

,Al,;'\T~i'T'C'RE WlTIT S(!C'IllE CILlSE-IlELPISG TIIE roon. 

IN this manner did :Mr. Ihrlm\ begin tho education of 

Tommy l\Icrton, ,Yho had naturally yery goocl dispositions, 

although he had been suffered to acqujro num:· b::ul halJits, 

that sometimes proycntccl them from appearii1g. IIe was, 

in particular, \cry passionate, ancl thought he had a right 

to connnand eyerybocly ,Yho ,ns not dressed as finely as 

himself. This opinion often led him into (lifliculties, mul 

,ms once tho occasjon of his being seyerely mortified. 

This accident happened in the following manner :-One 

clay, ns 'l1ommy ,ms striking a, ball wiih his bat, he si.rnek 

it o-rcr a hoclgc into an adjoining field; ancl seeing a little 

ragged boy ,rnlking along that side, lie orc1crccl him, ju a 

H'i'Y 1)crcm11tory tone, to bring it to him. 'J'hc lit(;lc lJoy, 

without taking any notice of wha.t ,,-ns snicl, ,Ynlkccl on, 

nncl left tho b[:11 ; upon which, Tommy cnllccl out more 

10nclly tbr1n hcf01·r
1 

:>.nd a~k\.,1 if he did 110t lirnr "hnt wn~ 
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sai<l. P "Yes," said the boy, "for the matter of that, I am 
not deaf." "Oh, are you not?" replied Tommy; ·· then 
bring me my ball directly.:' "I don't choose to," srLid the 
boy. "Sirrah," said Tummy, "if I come to you, I shall 
make you choose it." "Perhaps not, my pretty little 
mast?-r," said the boy. "You little rascal," said Tommy, 
who now began to be ...-cry angry, "if I come oYer the 
hedge I will thrash you within an inch of your life." To 
this the other made no answer, but by a load laugh, wl1ich 
provoked Tommy so much, that he clambered over the 
hedge, and jumped precipitately do-\Yll, inte11ding to have 
leaped into the field; but unfortunatel_v his foot slipped, 
and down be rolled into a ,vet ditch, which was foll of mud 
and water. There poor Tommy tumbled about for some 
time, endeavouring to get out ; but it ,vas to no purpose, 
for his feet stuck in the mud, or slipped off from the bank; 
his fine waistcoat was dirtied all over, his white stockings 
coYerecl 111.th mire, his breeches filled with puddle ,rater; 
to add to his distress, he first lost one shoe, and then the 
other, and his laced hat tumbled off his head, and was 
com]_.lletely spoiled. In tbis clilernma he must probably 
ham remained a considerable time, had not the little ragged 
boy taken pity on him, and helped him out. Tommy ,--.;-as 
so ve:s:ed and ashamed, that he could not say a word, but 
ran home in such a dirty plight, that l\Ir. Barlow, ,--.;-ho 
happened to meet him, was afraid he had been considerably 
nut; but, 11·hen he heard an account of the accident 
.rhic.:b had happened, he could 11ot help smili11g, and he 
nrhisecl Tommy to be more careful for the future, how ho 
nUempted to thrash little ragged boys. 

The next day, l\Ir. Barlow desired Harry, ,Yhen thcy
"·ere all together in the arbour, to read the following 
story of 

AS.DROCLES A.l\ D TTIE LIO:S. 

'l'here was a certain RlaYc named Anclrocles, ,Yho ,,.as so 
ill-treated by hi:-:i master, that his life became insupportabie. 
Finding no remedy for \Yhat he suffered, he nt ]eugtli snicl 

l) 
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to himself, '· it is better to die, than to continue to live in 
such hardships and misery as I am obliged to suffer. I am 
determined therefore to run away from my master. If I am 
taken again, I know that I shall be punished with a cruel 
death ; but it is better to die at once than to live in 
misery. If I escape, I must betake myself to deserts and 
woods, inhabited only by beasts; but they cannot use me 
more cruelly than I ha·rn been used by my fellow-creatures; 
therefore, I will rather trust myself ·with them, than con
tinue to be a miserable sla,,-c." 

Ha:ring formed this resolution, he took an opportunity 
of leaving his master's house, and hid himself in a thick 
forest, some miles distant from the city. But here the 
unhappy man found that he had only escaped from one 
kind of misery to experience another. He ,rnnderecl about 
all day through n. rnst and trackless wood, 'i,here his 
flesh was continually torn by thorns and brambles. He 
grew hungry, but COllld find no food in this dreary solitude. 
At length he ,,as ready to die ,nth fatigue, and lay clown 
in despair in a large ca.Yern ,,hich he found by accident. 

" Poor man!" said Harry, whose little heart was moYed 
at this mournful recital, "I wish I could have met with 
him; I would ha·rn girnn him my dinner, and he should 
ham had my bed. But pray, sir, tell me, why does one 
man behu-rn so cruelly to another, and why should one 
person be the senu-nt of another, and bear so much ill
treatment?" 

"As to that,:' eaid Tommv, ,: some folks are born gentle
men, and then they must command others; and some are 
born sernmts, and then they must do as they are bid. I 
remember, before I came hither, that there were a great 
many black men and women, and my mother said they -were 
0~1ly born to vrnit upon me; and I used to beat them, and 
lrn:k them, and throw things at them:, whenever I was 
angry; and they ne,·er dared strike me again: because they 
v·cre sla,,-es.:' 

.. _\.nd pray, roung gentiem:m/' said ::\Ir. Barlo"·, ;: how 
came the1e people to be slaws?" 

To:lf.l[L Because nn· father bouaht them with his monev. J O • 
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Mn. :RA.nLmv. So then people who are bought with money, are slaves, are they? T. Yes. Mr. B. And those that buy them have a right to kick them and beat them, and do as they please with them? T. Yes. 1\1r. B. Then if I were to sell you to Farmer Sandford, he would have a right to do what he pleased with you. "No, sir," said Tommy, somewhat warmly; "you would have no right to sell me, nor he to buy me." Mr. B. Then it is not a person's being bought or sold that giYes another a right to use him ill ; but one person's having a right to seH another, and the man who buys having a right to purchase? T. Yes, sir. 1\fr. B. And what right have the people -n-ho sold the poor negroes to your father, to sell them, or what right has your father to buy them ? Here Tommy seemed to be a good deal puzzled ; but at length he said : " They are brought from a country that is a great ,,ay off, in ships, and so they become slaYes." "Then," said l\Ir. Barlow, "if I take you to another country, in a ship, I shall have a right to sell you ? " T. No, but you won't sir, because I was born a gentleman. l\Ir. B. "\Vhat do you mean by that, Tommy? ·' Why," said Tommy, a little confused, "it is to have a fine house, and fine clothes, and a coach, and a great deal of money, as my papa has." Mr. B. Then if you were no longer to haYe a fine house, nor fine clothes, nor a great cleal of money, somebody that had all these things might make you a stwe, and use you ill, and beat you, and insult .rou, and do whaternr he liked with you ?-T. No, sir, that ,voltld not be right either, that anybody sholtlcl use me ill. l\lr. B. Then one person should not use another ill? T. No, sir. l\Ir. B. To make a slave of anybody, fa to use him ill, is it not not? T. I think so. l\Ir. B. Then no one ought to make a slave of you? T. No, indeed, sir. 1\Ir. B. But if no one should use another ill, and making a shrrn is using him m, neither ought you to make a slave of any one else.-T. Indeed, sir, I think not; and, for the future, I neYer w·ill use our black \\Tilliam jJl; nor pinch him, nor kick him. as I used to do. ~Ir. ]3. Then you will do very wisely. 13nt Jct us now continue CHU' soory. D 2 



This unfortunate man had not lain long quiet in the 
cavern, before he heard a drnadful noise, which seemed to 
be the roar of some wild beast, and terrified him ,ery much. 
He started up with a design to escape, and had · already 
reached the mouth of the cave, when he saw, coming towards 
him, a lion of prodigious size, who prevented any possibility 
of retreat. The unfortunate man now believed his destruc
tion to be inevitable ; but, to his great astonishment, tLe 
beast adrnnced towards him ,,ith a gentle pace, ,-rithout any 
mark of enmity or rage, and uttered a kind of mom·nfnl 
wail, as if he begged the assistance of the man. 

Androcles, who was naturally of a resolute disposition, 
acquired courage, from this circumstance, to e:s:amine his 
monstrous guest, who gave him sufficient leisure for that 
purpose. He sa.w, as the lion approached him, that he 
seemed to limp upon one of his leg::;, and that the foot was 
extremely swelled, as if it had been ,i.-01mdec.l. Taking still 
more courage from the gentle demeanour of the beast, 
Androcles advanced to him, and took hold of the wounded 
paw, as a surgeon would examine n. patient. IIe then 
percei rnd that a thorn of u~cornmon size hnd penetrated the 
ball of the foot, and occasioned the swelling ancl lameness 
he had observed. Androcles found that the beast, far from 
resenting this familia;rity, recei-red it w ii h the greatest gentle
ness, and seemed by his blandishments to im·itehim toproceecl. 
IIc therefore extracted the thorn, and pressing the swellinrr, 
e:s:tractecl a considerable quantity of matter, which hacl bee~ 
the cause of so much pain and uneasiness to the poor lion. 

As soon as the beast felt himself thus rclieYed, he beQ;an 
to testify his joy and gratitude, br ernry expression in his 
power. He jumped about like a pla:..-f ul ::;panicl, ,,..aggecl his 
enormous tail, and licked the feet and hands of his ph ,rsician. 
"Nor was he contented with these demonstrations of kind
ness ; from that moment Androcles bcenme his gL1e,_ t ; nor 
cliLl the lion ever sally forth in quest of prey ,,..ithout bring
ing home the produce of his chase, and sharing it with his 
friend. In this sarnge state of hos1)itality the man con
tinued to li-re during the space of scYeral months; at length, 
wandering 1mguardeclly through the woods, he met ,-rith a 



company of soldiert; sent out to apprehencl him, and ,ms by them taken prisoner, and carried back to his master. The 
lmrs of that country being very severe against slaves, he 
was tried, and found guilty of having fled from his master; 
and, as a punishment, he was sentenced to be torn in pieces 
by a furious lion, kept many days \Yithout food, to inspire him with additional rage. 

,Vhen the appointed clay arrived, the unhappy man was 
exposecl, unarmed, in the midst of a spacious area, enclosed 
on every side, round which many thousand people ,verc assembled to view the terrible spectacle. 

Presently a dreadful yell \TilS heurcl, which struck the 
spedators ,Yith horror; and a monstrous lion rushed out of 
a den, purposely set open, and darted for,rnrd with erected 
mane, and flaming eyes, and jai\s that gaped like an open 
sepuld1rc. ~\. momnr'ul silence instantly prcrniled. All 
eyes wero directly tm·ne .. l upon the destined Yictim, \\·hose 
destruction now app;.;arcd iuevitable. But the pity of th:; 
multitude was soon converted into astonishment, when they 
behclcl the lion, instead of dc3troying hi::; defenceless prey, 
crouch submissiYel,!' at the slave's feet, fawn upon him as a 
faithful dog would do upon his master, and r .. joic.:c 0Yc1· him 
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as a mother that unexpectedly recovers her offspring. 'l'he 
governor of the town, who was present, then called out ,,ith a 
loud voice, and ordered Auclrocles to explain to them 
this unintelligible mystery-how a saYage beast of the 
fiercest and most unpitying nature should thus in a moment 
have forgotten his innate disposition, and be made harmless 
and inoffensive. 

Androcles then relatetl to the assembly every circum
shmce of his adventures in the ,-roods, and concluded by 
saying, that the yery lion which now stood before them, ha.<l 
been his friend and entertainer there. All the persons 
present were astonished and delighted with the story, to 
find that even the fiercest beasts are capable of being soft
ened by gratitude, and nlO"ved by humanity; and they 
unanimously joined to entreat the goyernor of the place for 
the pardon of the 1mhappy man. This was immediately 
granted to him ; and he ,Yas also presented with the liou, 
who had in this manner twice sared the life of Androcles. 

"Upon my word," said Tommy, "this is a very pretty 
story; but I never should have thought that a lion coulu 
haYe grmvn so tame ; I thought that lions, and tigers, ancl 
,rnlves, had been so fierce and cruel, that they woulcl ha re 
torn everything they met to pieces." 

'{ When they are hungry," said ::'.\Ir. Barlow, "they kiJl 
eyery animal they meet; but this is to deYom· it; for they 
can only hrn upon flesh. When they are not hungry, they 
seldom meddle with anything, or do unnecessary mischief; 
therefore they are much less cruel than many persons I ham 
seen, ancl even than many childrnn, who plague ancl torment 
animals, without any reason whatsom-er." 

"Indeed, sir," said Harry, '' I think so. And I re
member, as I was ,Yalking along the roa.cl, some clays past, I 
saw a little naughty boy that used. a, l)oor jackass very ill 
indeed. The poor animal ,,;as so lame, tb.at he could harclly 
stir ; and yet the boy beat him with n. great stick as hard as 
he could, to make him go on faster." ".Ancl what did you 
say to him?" sa.icl }Ir. Ba,rl°'v. HA.mu-. ,Yhy, sir, I tolcl 
him1 how wicked and cruel it ,Yns; and I asked him, how ho 
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would like to be beaten in that manner by somebody 
stronger than himse]J? JVIr. B. Ancl Yrhat ans,rnr cli<l he 
make you? H. He said, that it \ras his daddy's ass, ancl 
that he had a right to beat it; and that if I said a ,,.,,-orcl 
more, he would beat me. l\:Ir. B. Ancl ,Yhat answer did 
you make ? H . I told him, if it ,vas his father's ass, he 
should not use it ill ; for that we ,rnre all God's creatures, 
and that Yrn should love each other, as He lowcl us all ; 
n.nd tbat as to beating me, if he struck me, I hacl .t rjght to 
strike him again, and would do it, though he vYas almost as 
big again as I was. l\Ir. B. A.lid did he strike you? H. 
Yes, sir. He encleaYoured to beat me upon the head ,Yith 
~is stick, bu.t I dodged, and so it foll upon my shoulder; 
nnd he was going to hit me again, but I cbrted at him, and 
knocked him down, and then he began blubbering, and 
begged me not to hurt him. Mr. B. It is not uncommon 
for those ,Yi10 are most cruel, to be at the same time most 
cowardly; b,1t what dicl you do? H. Sir, I told him, I 
did not want t-1 hurt him; but that, as he had mec1cllec1 
with me, I wo1dl not let him rise till he had promised me 
not to hurt the poor beast any more; which he clicl, and 
then I let him go about his business. 

"You did very right," said J.\'Ir. Barlow; "and I suppose tlie 
boy looked as foolish, when he ,,;-as rising, as Tommy clicl 
the other day, when the little ragged boy ,,;-hom he was 
going to beat, helped him out of the ditch." "Sir," 
ans,vered Tommy, a little confused, "I should not have at~ 
tempted to beat him, only he would not bring me my ball." 
Mr. B. And what right had you to oblige him to bring 
your ball? T . Sir, he was a little ragged boy, and I am a, 

gentleman. ]Ur. B. So, then, eYery gentleman has a right 
to command little ragged boys ? T. To be sure, sir. 
nir. B. Then if your clothes should ,,-,ear out ancl become 
ragged, every gentleman Yoll have a right to command you ? 

Tommy looked a little foolish, and said, "But he might 
have done it, as be was on that side of the hedge." Mr. B. 
And so he probably would ham done, if you bad m,kecl bim 
civilly to do it; but ,Yhen persons s1Jeak in a haughty tone, 
they will find few inclined to serve them. But, as i.hc boy 
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,Yas poor and raggecl, I snpposr you hieed him with money to fetch your brrll. T. Indcc:cl, sir, I ditl not; I neither gaye him anyfoing, nor olferccl him anyLliing-. :)fr. TI. Probably you had nothing to girn him? 'l'. Yes, I had, though ; I had all this money; and Tommy pulled out several shillings. ::.\Ir. B. Perhaps the boy was as rich as you. T. Ko, he ,ms not, sit\ I mn sm·e; for be had no coat, and his waistcoat and breeches were all tattered antl ragged ; besitles, he had no stockings, and his shoes were full of holes. J.Ir . B. So, now I see ·what constitutes 2 gentleman. A gentleman is one who, 1Yhen be bas abundance of eYerything, keeps it all to himself; beats IJOor people, if they don't serrn him for nothing; anrl when they ham clone him the greatest fiffour, in spite of bis insolence, ne,·er feels any gratituue, or docs ibem any gooJ in rctnrn. I find th.at Androcles' lion ,ms no gentleman. 
Tommy ,ms so affected b,r this rebuke, that ]10 coul,l harclly contain his tears; and, as he ,rns really a, boy of a generous temper, be determined to girn the little ragged bor something tlie Yery first time he should see hi rn again. He did not long 1Ynit for an opportunity ; for, as he was walking out that Yery afternoon, he saw· the ragged urchin at some distance gathering blackberries. Going up to him~ he accosted him thus: ,: Little boy, I want to know why you are so ragged ; ha...-e you no other dothcs ? " "Ko, indeed," said the boy; "I huYe seYcn brothers and sister~, and t he_y arc all ns ragged as myself; but I shoultl not m uc: h mind ihat, if I could ham victuals enough." To3nIY. And ,rhy cannot you lrn-ve victuals enough? LITTLn BoY. J3ernusc daddy's ill of a, foyer, and can't work ihis harvest; so that maminy says ,rn must all starw, if God . .A lmiglit.r docs not fake care of us. 

~l1ommy ma,1e 110 answer, but ran at foll Rpecd to t1ic: liom=c, "·hence he presently returucd, Joadcd wii.h a loaf of ·hrra:1, and a complete suit of his own clothes. "Herc. litile boy," said lie, "you were Yery good-natured to me; and so I ·will girn you all thesr, hL·c:ausc I am a gentlcrnnn: and lurre many rnorc.n 
Tommy dicfnot wait for the little boy's atlrnowlecb:nwnt:-., 



but hastened rnray, and. told j)lr. i3arlm, with an air of exultation, \Ylrnt ho bad clone. l\Ir. Barlow coolly answered, "You have done ,Yell in gi,ing tho little boy clothes, because they arc your own; but \Yhat rjght haxo you to girn 
away my loaf ofbrcacl without asking my consent r" Tmnn-. "\Vhy, Sir, I did it because the Jittle boy said he was very hungr:-·, and lrn 1l scYcn brctbcrs nncl sisters, and that his father ,ms ill, and could not work. l\Ir. B . Tl1is is a Ycry good reason why >·ou shoulcl gfrc them what belongs io yom·scl( but not why you shoulcl girn away what is anothcr'R. What \Yould you say, if Harry "-ere to §!ive ::nrny all yom· clothes, ,,ithout asking your lca-rn? T. I f:houlcl not like it at all; and I will not girn ::nrny yom· things :m,v more without .1sking your leaye,'' "You will do ,,ell/' said :i\Ir. Barlow, "and here is a litLle story yon may read upcn this very Sl1.bjed: "-

TUB STORY OF CYR~S 

Cyrus W[lS :1 i11f.!.; boy of good c1ispositinn rrncl lnrn1a-iw 
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temper . He had careful masters, vd10 enclea:rnuretl t0 
teach him m·erything that was good, and he ,ms educated 
with several little boys about his own age. One e,·euing, 
his father asked him what he had done or learned that cla ,·. 
"Sir," said Cyrus, " I was punished to-day for decicling 
Ulljustly.,' "How so?" said his father. Onrns. There 
were t,vo boys, one of ,,horn was a. great, and the other a 
iittle boy. 1'" ow it happened that the little boy had a coat 
much too big for him ; but tho great boy had. one that 
scarcely reached belm,; his middle, and was too tight for 
him in eyery part; upon which the great boy proposed to 
the little boy to change coats with him, ' · because then.', 
sai.d he, "we shall both be e:rnctly fitted; for yom· coat is 
as much too big for you, as mine 1s too little r'o{· me." The 
little boy ,-rould not consent to the proposal, on w-hid1 tLe 
great boy took his coat away by force, and garn his O\Yll i.o 
the little boy i.n exchange. While they were disputing 
upon this subject, I chanced to pass by, and they agreed 
to make me judge of the affair. But I decided iliat the 
little boy should keep the little coat, and the great boy 1 lw 
great one; for which judgment my master punished rne. 

"Why so?" said Cyrus's father; ",,;as not the little 
coat most proper for the Jittle boy, and the large coat for 
the great boy?" "Yes sir," ans,,ered Cyrus; ,:but my 
master told me I ,ms not made judge to c:rnmine which 
coat best fitted either of the boys, but to decide whether 
it ,ms just that the great boy should take awa_v the coat of 
the little one against his consent; and therefore I decided 
unjustly, and deserved to be punished." 

,Just as the story ·was finished, they were surprise cl to see 
a little ragged boy come running up to them with a bundle 
of clothes under his arm. His eyes were black, as if he 
had been se-rerely beaten, his nose ,-ras swelled, his shirt 
was bloody, and his waistcoat did but just bang upon his 
back; so much was it torn. He came running up to 
Tommy, ancl threw down the bundle Lefore him, saying, 
,: Here, master, take your clothes again; a.nd I wish that 
they had been at the "bottom of the ditch I pulled :·on out 



of, instead of upon my bat;k; but I never will put such frippery on again, as long as I have breath in my body." " , Vhat is the matter?" said l\Ir. Barlow, who perceived that some unfortunate accident had happened iu consequence of Tommy's present. 
"Sir,' ' answered ihe little boy, "my little master here was going to beat me, because I ,--rotutl not fetch his ball. Now, as to the matter of that, I would haye brought hi.· ball with all my heart, if he had but asked me ciYilly. But though I am poor, I mu n0t bound to be his sla,yc, as they say black ,Villiam is, and so I "\Yould not ; upon "\Yhid1 li ttle master here "\Yati jumping oyer the hedge to lick me; but, instead of that, he soused into the ditch, and there he lay rollmg about till I helped him out-and so he gave me these dothes here, all out of good nature; and I put them on, like a fool as I was; for they are all made of silk, and look so fine, that all the little bo·yB followed me and hallooed as I went: and Jack Dowset thi:ew a handful of dirt at me and clirtieL1 me all OYC1'. 'Oh!' snys I, 'Jacky, arc you 
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at that work?' and with that I hit him a good thump, and 
sent him roaring m'>ay. But Billy Gibson and Ned Kelly 
came up aud said I looked like a Frenchman ; and so ,,e 
began fighting, nnd I beat them till they both gave in; but I 
don't choose to be hallooecl after wherernr I go, and to 
look like a. Frenchman1 and so I have brought master his 
clothes again.:' 

J\Ir. Barlow asked the little boy where his father lived. 
The boy answered, nbout two miles off, across the common, 
at the encl of Runny Lane; on which )Ir. Barlow t old 
ILtrr? that he would send the poor man some broth and 
,·ictunls .. if he ,yould carry the basket 1Yhen it was ready. 
'· That I "ill," said IIarr_v, "if it were five times as far." 
So ::Ur. 13:U'low ,yent into the house to giYo orders about it. 

In tho meantime, Tommy, y\°l.10 had eyed the little boy 
for some time in silence, said, "So, my poor boy, you have 
been beaten and hurt till you are all ornr bruises, onlv 
because I gave you my clothes. I am really very sorry fo~· 
it." "Thank you, little master," said the boy, ' · but it 
can't be helped ; you did not intend me any harm, I know ; 
and I am not such a chicken as to mind a beating ; so I 
wish you n good afternoon with all my heart." 

As soon as the little boy was gone, Tommy said, "I wish 
I had but some clothes that the poor boy could ,,car, for he 
seems Yery good-natured; I would girn them to him." 
"That you mny very easily ham," said llarry ; ·· for there is 
a, shop in the village hard by, 1Yhere they sell all manner of 
clothes for the poor people; and, as you ham 11101icy: you 
may easily buy some." 

Harry and Tommy then agreed to go early the nPxt 
morning to buy some clothes for the poor children. They 
accordingly set out before breakfast, ancl had procccdecl 
nearly half-way, Yrhen they heard the noise of a pad:: of 
hounds running in foll cry at some distance. Tommy thou 
asked IIarry if he knew what they were about. '· Yes," 
said Harry, "I know well enough; it is Squire OLase and 
his dogs ,Yorrying a poor hare. But 1 wonder they ni·e 
not ashamed to meddle with such a poor inoffensive creature 
that cnuucit defend itself; if they hayc a mincl to hunb, why 



HUNTING THE LION, 

don1t they hunt lions, and tigers, and such fierce mis
chievous creatures, as I have read they do in other 
countries?" "Oh! clear," said Tommy, "how is that P it 
must surely be very dangerous." ",Vhv YOU know" said 

t.l ' " ' Harry, "the men are accustomed in some places to go 
almost naked; and that makes them so nimble, that they 
can run like a deer; and, when a lion or tiger comes into 
their neighboU1·hood, and devours their sheep or oxen, they 
go out six and seven together, armed with javelins; and 
they run all through the woods, and examine ezery place 
till they have found him ; and they make a noise to pro
voke him to attack them. Then he begins roaring and 
foaming, and beating his sides with his tail, till, in a violent 
fury, he springs at the man nearest to him." "Oh! dear,' 
said Tommy, "he must certainly be torn to pieces." " No 
such thing," answered Harry; " he jumps like a greyhound 
out of the way, ,,·bile the next man throws his javelin at 
the lion, and perhaps wounds him in the side. This enrages 
him still more. He springs again, like lightning, upon the 
man i.hat wo1mded him. :But this man avoids him like the 
other. and at last the poor beast drops down dead, w·ith the 
number of wounds he has received." "Oh/' said Tommy" 
"It must be a very strange sight ; I should like to see it 
out of a -window, where I am safe." "So should not I," 
answered Harry ; "for it must be a great pity to see such a 
noble animal tortured and killed; b1tt they arc obliged to 
c1o it in their own defence. :But these poor hares do nobody 
any harm excepting the farmers, by eating a little of their 
corn sometimes." 

As they were talking in this manner, Harry, casting 111s 
eyes on one side, said, "As I live, there is the poor hare 
skulking along! I hope they will not be able to find her ; 
and, if they ask me, I w·ill ne,cr tell them which ,,ay she is 
gone." 

Presently, up came the dogs, w·ho had now lost a11 scent of 
their gnmc; and then came a gentleman mounted upon a 
liuc horse, w·ho asked Harry, if he had seen the hare? 
Harry made no answ·er ; but, upon the gentleman's repeating 
the question in a louder tone of voice, he ans,Ycrecl Hiat he 



O,\XDFOilD A.ND J\.LBTI'l'O~T. 

had. " And which way is she gone ?'' said the gentleman, 
"Sir, I don't choose to tell you," answered Harry, after 
some hesitation. ''Not choose!" said the gentleman, leaping 
off his horse, "but I'll make you choose in an instant;" 
and coming up to Harry, who never 1110-,,ed from the place 
where he had been standing, he began to lash him in a most 
unmerciful manner with his ,,hip, continually repeating, 
"Now, you little rascal, do you choose to tell me now P,' 
To which Harry made no other answer than this: "If I 
1Youlcl not tell you before, 1 won't no-,Y, though you should 
kill me." · 

But the fortitude of Harry, and the tears of Tommy, who 
cried in the bitterest manner to see the distress of his friend, 
made no impression on this barbarian, who continued his 
brutality till another gentleman rode up full speed, and 
said, "For God's sake, Squn·c, what arc you about? Yon 
will kill the child, if you do not take care." .: And tho 
little dog deserves it," said the other; "ho has seen the 
hare, and will not tell me ,-vhich w11,y she is gone." '' Tako 
care," replied the gentleman, in a lo,-,, yoice, '' yon don't 
involve yourse]f in a disagreeable affair ; I know the oth<:r 
to be the son of a gentleman of large fortune in t-hc neigh
bourhood;" and then, tuniing to Harry, he said, "Why, 
my clear boy, would you 110-b tell the gentleman which way 
the hare has gone, if you saw her? " ,: Because," ans\vered 
Harry, as soon as he had recoyered breath enough to speak 
'' I don't choose to betray the unfortunate." "This boy," 
said the gentleman, "is a· prodigy; and it is a happy thing 
for you, Squire, that his age is not cgnal to his spirit. But 
you are always passionate-" At this moment the hom1cls 
recovered the scent, and bursting into a full cry, the Squfre 
mounte~ his horse, and galloped away, attended by all his 
compamons. 

When they were gone, Tommy came up to Harry in the 
most affectionate manner, and asked him ho,T ho did ? "A 
little sore," said Harry; "but that does not signify." 
To1.n,IY. I wish I had had a pistol or a sword! II.anRY. 
Why, what ,,oltld you haYe clone ,-vith it ? T. I ,rnuld 
have killed that good-for-nothing man who treated you so 
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crueJ1y. H. That would ha:Ye been wrong, Tommy; for l 
am sure he did not want to kill me. Indeed, if I had been 
a man, he should not ha...-o used me so; but it is all over now, and \Ye ought to forgirn our enemies, as Mr. Barlow 
tells us Christ did ; and then perhaps they may come to love us, and be sorry for what they ha...-e done. T. But how 
could you bear to be so se-rerely whipped, without crying out ? I-I. ""\Vhy, crying out would have done me no good at all, would it ? And this is nothing to what many little boys hn,,,-e suffered \Yithout ever flinching, or bemoaning 
themselves. T. \Yell, I should have, though, a great deal. H. Oh! it's nothing to ,,·hat the young Spartans used to sufier. T. \\rho w~re they? H. \Yhy, they were a very brarn set of people, ,-rho lived a great while ago; and, as 
they \Ye1•~ b1Jt. few in number, and wrre surrounded by u 
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great many enemies, they used to em1eavom· to make their 
little boys very brave and hardy; and these little boys used 
to be always running about, half naked, in the open air, and 
wrestling and jumping, and exercising themselves ; and they 
had very coarse food, and hard beds to lie upon, and ,Yere 
never pampered and indulged; and all this made them so 
strong and hardy, and braYe, that the like ,ns ne,er seen. 
T. \\That, and had they no coaches to ride in, nor sweet
meats, nor wine, nor anybody to wait upon them? H. Oh! 
dear, no ; their fathers thought that -would spoil them, and 
so they all fared alike, and eat together in great rooms ; and 
tbere they vrnre taught to belrnrn orderly and decently; and 
when dinner -was over, they all went to play together; and, 
if they committed any faults, they were seyerely whipped; 
but they never minded it, and scorned to cry out, or make 

+' " a w-ry ,ace. 
As they were com-ersing in this manner, they heard a 

great outcry, and turning their heads, saw a horse galloping 
Yiolently along, and dragging with him his rider, who had 
fallen off, and, in falling, hitched his foot in the stirrup. 
Luckily for the rider, it happened to be wet ground, and 
the side of a hill, which pre,ented the horse from going 
·rnry fast, and the fallen man from being murh hurt. But 
Harry, who ,·rns ::ilrrnys prepared to do an act of humanity, 
even at the risk of his l ifo, and, besides that, ,-ras a boy of 
extraordinary courage and agility, ran up towards :1 gap 
which he saw tho horse approaching, and, just as tlrn 
frightened animal made a little pause before yaulting oYer, 
c::mght him by the bridle, and effectually stopped him. In 
:m instant, another gentleman came up ·with t"o or three 
•-:ervants, who alighted from their horses, disengaged the 
fi1llen rna.J., aud set him upon his legs. Ho sta:rccl ,,-i] ell y 
arolmc1 him for some time; as he was not materially hm t, 
he soon recovered biD senses, and the first use he made of 
them 11'as to swear at liis horse, and to ask who had stopped 
the jade. "Who?" ~nic.1 his fr_iend, "."·hy the _very li.ttlo 
boy you used so sco.i1c.lnlously this mormng; bad 1t not been 
for h~s c1o:s:terity arnl c:uurage, that numskull of youTS ,,oulcl 
h..1ve had more :fla\\"s in it than it ever had before." 







The Squire looked at Harry ,Yith a countenance in -which i:;hmne [lllLl humiliation seemed yet to struggle with his uatural insolence; but, at length, putting his hand into his pocket, lie pulled out a guineri, ,-.;-lrid1 he offered to Harry, tdling him at the same time he ,ms Yery sorry for "hat had happened; but Iforry, with n, look of more contempt than he haJ. eYer been seen to assume, rejected the present, 
1 ook up the bundle, whid1 he had dropped at the time he seized the Squire'::; horse, and walked a.way, accompanied by 1tis comp::mion. 

As it was not far out of their way, they ::igreed to call at tho poor man's cottage. Tbey found him m11c·h better, as 
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l\lr. Barlow had been there the preceding night, ancl giver.. 
him such medicine:'l as he judged proper for his disease. 
Tommy then asked for the little boy, and, on his coming in, 
told him that he had now brought him some clothes which 
he might ,war ,-rithout fear of being called n. J?rcnchman, 
as well as some more for his little brothers. The pleasure 
,,ith which they were rccefred was so great, and the 
acknowledgments and blessings of the good ,-roman and the 
poor man, who had just begun to sit up, were so many, that 
little 'fommy cou]cl not help shedding tears of compassion. 
in \Yhich he ,,;as joined b,r Harry. ..As they -Y,ere returning, 
Tommy said that he bad neYer spent any money with so 
much p]ca::;ure, as that \\'ith ,-rhich he had purchasec.l clothes 
for this poor family; and that for the future, he would take 
care of all the money that \Yas giYcn him to de-rote it to 
that purpose1 instead of bring it out in enbblcs :mJ 
playthings. · 

ClL\PTER IV. 
MA ll'IXG DRE..l.D-GEXTLE\lEX ,\.:\ D ,ronKIXG-::1.rEX-TllE STORY OF TIJ.R 

TWO BROTHERS - I:\uEPEXDEXCH-EXTRA.CTS rno:,r TTIE XA.RR..I.TIYR O":? 
FOUR RUSSJAX S .. ULOHS OX TJU: ISL..l.XD OF SPITZDERGEX. 

So1\IE days after this, ns l\Ir. Barlow and the two boys 
\\ere walking out together, they happened to pass near a 
windmill; and, on Harry's tclliDg 1'ommy ,,hat it \Yas, 
Tommy asked leaYe to go into the building and look at it. 
~Ir. Barlow consentecl ; and, as he was ncquninted v;·ith the 
miller, they all went jn, and examined eYcry part of tl10 
mill with great curiosity; nnd there Milo Tommy srrw \Yith 
nstonislunent, that the sails of the mill, being constantly 
turned round by the "Wind, 1110Yed a grent ilat stone, ,Yhich, 
by rubbiug upon another stouc, bruised all i he corn that 
was put between thc:m, till it became a fine powder. "Oh, 
clear!" said Tummy, "is this the way they make brcaJ. ?" 
I\fr. Barlow tohl him this was the method by which the 
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corn was prepared for making bread ; but that man .r other things were necessary before it arri,·ecl at that state; "You see that what runs from these millstones is only a fine powder, very different from bread, which is a solid nncl tolerably hard substance." 
As they were going home, Harry said to Tommy, '· 80 you see now, if nobody chose to 11·ork, or do anything for himself, ,,e should hn:rn no bread to eat; but :mu could not even ha-re the corn to make it of, 11·ithout a great deal of pains and labour." '11

0:ll:.\IY. Why not? does not corn grow in the ground of itself? H.A.nRY. Corn grows in the ground; but first it js necessary to plough tho ground, to bre1k it to pieces. 'l'. '\Yhat is ploughing? II. Diel yon ne,er sec three or four horses cu·awing something along the fields in a straight line, while one man clroyo and another "·alked behind, holding the thing by two handle.3? '.11. Ye:s, 1 haye; and is that ploughing? H. It is; and there is a sharp iron caHed a ploughshare, which r1ms into the ground: and tm·ns it up, all tho y,·ay it goes . T. \\Tell, :mcl what then? JI. '\Vhen tho ground is thus prepared, thc,r sow· the seed all o,er it, and then they rnko it to co,·er tho seed; and then tho seed begins to gr°'1t, and shoots up n·ry high; and at last the corn ripens, and they reap it, mul carry it home. T. I protest it must bo Yer_r curious; ancl I should like to sm-r some seed myself, anLl see it gr°'y; do you think I could? H. Yes, certainly; and if yon will dig the ground to-morrow, I ,-rill go homo to my father to procure some seed for :·ou. 
Tho next morning 'l'ommy ,r:1s up almost as soon as it was light, and went to work in a corner of the garden, where he dug with great pcrse1,erance till breakfast; when he came in, be could not help telling ~Ir. Barlow "·hat he had done, and asking him, whether ho wns not a. Yery good Loy for working so hard to raise corn ? ' · That," said ~Ir. Barlow, ,: depends upon tho use rou intc11Ll to make of 1t. "·hen you hn.1,e rnisctl it; what is it you intend doing with it?" ,: l,Vhy, ir,·' said Tomm,·, =· I intend to send it to the mill that ,-ve saw, and haye it ground into :flour; and then I ·will get you to shov;· me how to mnko bread of it; 

:E 2 
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ancl then I will eat it, that I may tell my father that I have 
eaten bread made of corn of my own sowing." "That will be 
doing very well," said :Mr. Barlow; "but where ,...,-ill be t.lw 
great goodness in your sowing corn for your own eating ? 
That is no more than a11 the people round about here con
tinually do ; ancl if they did not do it, they would be obliged 
to fast." "But, then," saicl Tommy, "they are not gentle-

men, as I am." 
""\Vhat, then," ans-\-rerecl ~fr. Barlow, "must not gentle-

men cat as wen as others, and therefore is it not for their 
interest to kno'i\- how to procure food as i\'Cll as other 
people?" ,: Yes, sir/' rmswe1·ed Tommy, "but they can 
ha:rn other peo1)1e to raise it for them, so that they are not 
obliged to work for themsehcs." "How does that happen?,, 
said l\Ir. Barloi\'. To:iL\lY. ,Vhy, sir, they pay other 
peo1)le to work for them, or buy breacl w·bcn it is made, 
as much as they want. l\Ir. B. Then they pay for it with 
money? T. Yes, sir. l\Ir. B. Then they must haYe money 
before they can buy corn? T. Certainly, sir. J\Ir. 13. 
J~ut ha.Ye a11 gentlemen money ? Tommy hesitated some 
time at this question; at last he said, " I belie-re not ahrn: s, 
sir." )Ir. B. \\Thy then, if they ham not mo1rny, they 
will find it difficult to procure corn, unless they raise it for 
themselves. "Indeed," said 'l'ommy, "I believe they will; 
for perhaps they may not find anybody good-natured 
enough to give it them." "Rut-," said l\Ir. Barlow, ,: as we 
are talking upon this subject, I will tell yon a story that l 

. read a little time past, if you cl10ose to hear it." Tommy 
jai<l he should be -rery glad if l\Ir. P,arlmv ,youJcl take the 
trouble of telling it to him; aml :i\Jr. Barlow began the 

fo1lo,Yi11g history of 

1.rnE TWO JmOTilERS. 

A.bout the time that many people went o,er to South 
America, in the hope of finding golcl and sih·cr, there was 
n, Spaniard, ,-rhose_ name was_ Pizarro, \Yho had a grent 
inclinn.tion to try his fortune like the rest; but as he had 
~n elder brother, for whom he hncl a yery great affection, 
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ho ,,·ent to him, told him his design, and solicited him Ycry 
mnch to go with him, promising be should 1mm an equnl 
share of all the riches they found. The brother, \vbose 
name was Alonzo, was a man of a contented temper and o. 
g0ocl understanding. He did not therefore much approYc or 
tho project, and endeavoured to dissuade Pizarro from 1t, 
by setting before him the danger to which he exposed 
liimself, ancl the uncertainty of success; but finding all 
that he said was vain, he agreed to go, but told his brother 
that ho wanted no part of tho riches Pizarro might find, 
ancl 1Yould ask no other fayour than to haYe his baggage 
and a few serrnnts faken on board the Yessel ,nth him. 
Pizarro then sold all that he had, bought a vessel, and 
embarked with se-rnral other adventurers, who had all 
great expectations, like himself, of soon uecoming rich. As 
to Alonzo, he took nothing with him but a. few ploughs, 
harrows, and other tools, and some corn, together ,Yith a 
tngc quantity of potatoes, ancl some seeds of different 
Ycgc:bbles . Pizarro thought this a Ycry odd prel:)aration 
for a Yoyage ; but, as he did not think proper to expostulate 
\rith his brother, he said nothing. 

J\fter sailing some time ,nth prosperous ,yinds, they put 
inf-o the last port where they were to stop, before they 
came to the country where they intended to search for 
sold. Here Pizarro bought a great number more of 
pickaxes, shm·els, and various other tools for rugging, 
melting, and refining the gold he expected to find. He 
also ]1irccl an ndditional number of labourers to assist him 
in the work. Alonzo, on the contrary, bought only a, few 
sheep, and four stout oxen, m.th their harness, and food 
enough to support them till they should reach land. 

As it happened, they had a favourable voyage, and all 
landed in perfect health in America. Alonzo then told his 
brother that, as he had only come to accompany and sene 
him, he would stay near the shore m.th his servants nncl 
cattle, while Pizarro went to search for gold; and ,,hen the 
gold-seeker had procured as much wealth as he desired, 
Alonzo would be always ready to embark for Spain. 

Pizarro accordingly set out. He felt so great a contempt 
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for his brctlicr, ili::·,t he coulcl not help l'.:-.-:pies;:;:n;s it to his 

companions . c: I al,,:1:\·s thought," said he, '· that 1,1,v 

brother had been a nun of scn:,c : he bore that character in 

'.-;pai.n; but I find people ,-re1\; strangely mistaken in hi,n. 

Jlerc he is going to cfo·crt himself y,·ith his sheep and hi.1 

c xer., as if he ,Yere li-ring (1ni,.:tly upon his farm at home: 

ancl had nothing chic to do but to raise cucnmbers and 

melons. But ,-re kno..,, b~ttcr "\\hat i.o clo with onr time. 
So come along, my bd::;; aml if ,YO h::tYe lJut good luc.:k, 

,-:c shall soon be enriched for the rest of our lin~s. ·' All 

present applauded Pizrrrro's speech, and declared thcm

sel ,·es rcacly to follow whert;\"er he went; only one old 

Spaniard shook his head as ... he ,rnnt, and to1J the aclren

turous gold-seeker he doubted whether his brother would 

be found so great a fool as he appeared. 
Thez then traYellecl on, seYeral days' man·h into the 

co1mti~r, sometimes obliged 'to cross ri,,-ei·s, at other.:; to pa:"s 

mountains ancl forests, ,,here they could find no path~; 

sometimes scorched by the fervent heat of the sun, and 

at others w·cttcd to t'he skin by Yiolent sho"·crs of min. 

These difficulties, howc-rcr, clicl njt discourage the Spaniard~ 

so much as to hinder them from trying in se-reral places for 

gold, which they -n·crc at length lucky enough to find in 

considerable quantities . This success animated them wry 

much, and they continued working up )ll that spot till all 

their pro,isions were consumed. 'l'hey gathered clnily large 

quantities of ore; but then they suffered very much from 

lnmger. Still, how·en.'r, they perseycred in their lnbours, 

nud sustained themeelYes with such roots an<l berries as 

they could find. At last e,en this resource foiled them; 

and, after sev·eral of their co;'1pauy had died from want ancl 

hardship, the rest were just [lble to crawl back to the vbc.:c 

where they had left Alonzo, carrying ,,,-ith them the gold, to 

acquire ,Yhich they had suffm·ed so many miseries. 
But while they ha.cl been employed in this manner, 

.Alonzo, -n-ho foresaw what ,,ouhl happen, had hcon indus

triously toiling to a. very different purpose. liis skill in 

husbauclry had easily enabled him to find a spot of con

:-~ 1crable extent, and ,,ith a ycry fertile soil, which he and 
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hi~ scrnmb ploughed up with the oxen ho bad brought with him. He tbcn sowed the different seeds he had brought, and phmted tbe potatoes, ,Yhich prospered beyond what he could haYe expected, and yielded him a most abundant hanest. His sheep he had turned out in a Yery farn meadow near i.1ie sea, and eYery one of them had brouglit him a, couple of lambs. BesiJes that, he and his scnant:;, at leisure times, employed thernsehes in fishing; aud the fish the~, bad caught "·ere all dried and salted ,rith ~alt they had found upon the sea-shore ; so tlwt by the time Pizarro returned, they had laid up a w:ry considcro.ble q t1:mtity of proYisions. 



\V lieu Pizarro returned, his brother rcccind him with 
tho greatest cordiality, and asked him w·hat success he ha.cl 
ha.cl ? Pizarro told him that they had found an immense 
quantity of gold ; but that SeYeral of his companions ha.cl 
perished, and that the rest were almost starYed from the 
,Yant of proYisions. He then requested that his brother 
would immediately girn him something to cat, as he had 
tasted no food for the last two days, excepting the roots and 
bark of trees. Alonzo very coolly answered, that Pizarro 
should remember the agreement they made 011 first starting, 
namely, that neither should interfere ,Yith the other. He 
ha.d neYer, he said, desired to ha.Ye any share of the gold 
,Yhich Pizarro might find,,..... and therefore he wondered that 
Pizarro should expect to be supplied with the proYision::i 
that his brother had procured with so much care a.ml 
labour; "but," added he, "if you choose to exchange some 
of the gold you barn found for pro,isions, I shall perhaps be able to accommodate you:' 

Pizarro thought tbis beha.Yiour ,·cry unkind in his 
brother; but, as he and his companions were almost 
"'tarved, they were obliged to comply with Alonzo's 
demands, Yrhich "\T"Cre so exorbitant, that in a ,ery short 
time the gold-seekers bad parted "ith all the gold they bad 
brought with them, merely to purchase food. Alonzo then 
proposed to his brother to embark for Spain in the vessel 
v,·hich had brought them hither, as the wind and 11cathe1' 
seemed to be most favournble; but Pizarro, with an angry 
look, replied, that, since Alonzo had deprfred him of c,·er_v
i hing he had gained, and trca.tecl him in so unfriendly a 
manner, he should go -n"ltbout Pizarro; who, for his part, 
Yrould rather perish upon that desert shme tlian embark with so inhuman a brother. 

But Alonzo, instead of resenting these reproachc~. 
em braced his brother with the greatest tenderness, and 
said: '· Coulcl you then belieYe, my dearest Pizarro, that I 
really meant to depriYc you of the i'rnits of a11 ,-rour bbours, 
which you have gained through so much toil and danger? 
lfothe1~ may ::ill the gold in the uniYersc prrish than I 
shoulrl be capable of snch bclia-rinul' fo m>· clPal'l':-1 brother. 



But I saw the ras:1 . 1,11pcl uons desn·e yon had for riches, and \\·isbcd io correct this fault in you, and serye you at the same time. You despised my prudence and industry, and imagined that nothing cuuld be ,;muting to him lfho had once acquired wc2lth; but you haYc now learned, tlrnt "·ithout foresight and industry, all the gold you barn brought with yon would not lrnYc pren·uted you from peri~bing rnisrrabir. You arc no\Y, I hope, wiser; thereff re take bad-: your riches, ,Yhic:h I hope you haYc no:v learned properl,r to employ. Pizarro \fas filled ,,·it h grahtu(lc and astonishment at this generosity of his brother, and he acknowledged, from experience, that industry w·ns better than golJ. They embarked for Spain, ,,here ther nll arriwcl :::afrlr. Durino- the Yo-,no·e Pizarro often sohcitc-~1 his brothe1· to neeept of half ·hi~ ~·ichcs, "hich Alonzo 
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con:::.i:mtly refused, telling him that he ,\ ho cuLthl raise 
food cn011gh to maintain himself; ,\'as iu no ·,nmt of gold. 

"Incleccl,n said 'l1ornmr, Yrhen 1\fr. J3arlo,,· bad finis]1cL1 
the story, "I think Alon~o lfas n, Yer~- F 'nsible man; mid. 
if it had not been for him, his brother and all his companio11s 
must ham been star,-ed; but then this ,ms only because 
they were in n, desert country. This could ne,er baYc 
happened in England; there they could nhrnys hrffc l.nr1, 
for their mone~-, as much corn or brencl as they c110.0:c. 
'
1 But," said ]Hr. :Sarlo", "is n, man sure to be ahrn>·s in 
England, or in some place ,Yhere be can purchase bread. : 
In traYelling, he may be ,necked upon s.j11:e country ,.-d1c1·(' 
there are 110 inhabitants-;' arn1 then, aitl10t1gh he sho11h1 
escape the dangers of the sea, what will Le do for food r '' 
'l1

01nlT. And liaYe such accidents sonwLmes liappencd r 
JH1~. B.inLo,,,. Yes, se,·eral; tt1cre ,Yas, in particular, om· 
Se]kirk, "·ho was abandoned, and obbgcd to Jiyc ECYC'rn1 

years upon a desert island. T . That ,ms Ycry exb:aordiuary 
indeed; and how did he get Yictuab? ::Ur. B . Ifo some
times procnrccl roots, sometimes iJ:uib; he also at fo~t, 
became so acti,e, that he ,ms alJlc to pw·.:: uc ancl catch wild 
goats, ,, ith w-hich the island abounded. ·T. },.ncl did not. 
i-uch ::i, hard, disagreeable way of life kill him nt foist r 
:Mr. B. Br no means; he ncwr enjoyed better health ilwn 
\\·]1e11 be ,yn::; on the island, : "cl you }iaye heard that lie 
became so adiYc as to be able 10 ·o, crbke e,en the ,-rild 
beasts . 13ut a sb11 more e:x:traorclinarv story is tlrn.t of 
some Russians: who 1Yere left on the corr;:;t of 

0

Spitzbcrgen, 
,rhere the.,· ,Yere obliged to stay Powrnl years . T ... Where 
i.:; Spitz1Jcrgen, sir? )Ir. B. It is a c01rntry wry far to tho 
north, ,y]iich is consi-antly c·oYered ,Yith rno,,- and ice, 
Lccause tJ1c "·cai.ber is unremittingly seYerc. Scarcely aDy 
\·cgetables y,i}l gro,Y upon the soil, and sc~rccly :my a:u imnl:--

' 11rc found in the country. To add to this, a great. part of 
1 he year it is in darkness, and is inaccessible to ships; so 
1 hat it is impossible to conceiYc a more dreary country, or 
0110 where it must be more difficult to support human life. 
Y ct four men were carable of struggling ,Yii.h all these 
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lrnrdships during scYcral years, and three of them returned 
nt last safely to their o\\·n country. T. 'fhis must bo 5: 
Ycry curious story indeed; I ,Yottl.cl giYo anything to be 
able to sec it. ]Hr. B. That you may, Ycry easily. "\Vheu 
I read it I thought it so curious and interesting, that I copied off sernral parts of it, ,Yhich I can easily find, and 
will show you. Here is the story ; but I must first inform 
you that those northern seas, from tho intense cold of the 
climate, arc so full of ice, as frequently to render it extremely 
dangerous to ships; fo1, they may be crushed bebYeen two 
icebergs, or so completely surrouncle<l. that they cannot be 
c:::tricated. ""Tith this preliminary information, you will easily tmderstand the distressful situation of a Hussjan ship, 
which, as it was sailing on those seas, ,,as on a sudden so 
surrounded by ice, as not to be able to more. l\iy extracts begin here, and you may read them. 

EXTil..1.CTS FROM A XA.RRATIVE 01'' THE :CX'l'RAOlWINAitY 
.A.DTEXTUilES OF TOUR RUSSIAN SAILORS, "\YIIO vrnRE 
CAST AWAY ON THE DESERT ISL.AND OF J~AS'.r SPITZ• 
BERGEN. 

"In this alarming state (that is, when Lhe ship was surrounded with ice) a council was held, when the mate, 
.Alexis Hinkof, informed them, tlrnt he recollected to have 
heard bow some of the people of l\1escn, some time before, hamg· . .:'ormed a resolution of wintering upon this island, 
liacl carried from that city timber proper for building a hut, and had actually erected one at some distance from the 
shore. This information induced the whole company to 
resoho on wintering there if the hut, as they hoped, still existed; for they clearly perceived the imminent clangel' 
they ,1ere in, and that they must incYitably perish if they continued in the ship. They therefore dispatched four of 
their crew in search of the hut, or any other refuge they could meet with. These "\Ycrc Alexis IIinkof~ the mate, 1'nm Hinkof, his godson, Stephen Scharassof, and Feodor Weregiu. 

"As the shore on which they were to land was unmhabited, 
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it became necessary that i.hcy should make some prov1s10n 
for their expedition. They hacl almost t\rn miles to tra-rcl 
o-rcr ridges of ice, which, being raised by the \,ase~, and 
dri-ren against each other by the ,-rind, rendered the Yray 
equrtll.v cliilicult and dangerous ; prudence therefore forbade 
their loading themseh-es too much, lest, b:· being oYer
lmrthened, they should sink in between the pieces of ice, 
and perish. Having thus maturely considered the nature 
of their unc1ertnking, they proYided themsclres ,-rith a 

musket and pmvder-horn, containing twelve charges of 
pmnlcr, with as many balls, an axe, a small kettle, a bag 
with about twenty pounds of flour, a, knife, a, tinder-box 
and tinder, a, bladder filled with tobacco, and crrcry man his 
,rnoden pipe. 

" Thus accoutred, these four sailors quickly arri \'Ccl on 
the island, little expecting the misfortunes that were to 
befal them. They began ,vith exploring the country, and 
soon discovered the hut they were in seach of, about an 
English mile-ancl-a-lrnlf froni the shore. It ,ms thirty-six 
feet in length, eighteen feet in height, and as many in 
breadth; it contained a, small antechamber, about twelve 
feet broad, which had two doors, the one to shut it up from 
the outer air, the other to form a, communication ,vith tho 
inner room; this contributed greatly to keep the Jarge 
room ,rnrm when once heated. In tho Jarge room ,Yns au 
earthen stm·e, constructed in the Russian manner; that is, 
n kincl of o,en YVithout a chimney, which served occasionally 
either for baking, for heating the room, or, as is cnstomar_y 
nmong the Russian peasants in very cold ,,eathcr, for a 

pbce to sleep upon. Our adventurers rejoiced greatly at 
ha-ving discovered tho hut, which bad, howeYcr, f-nf1erecl 
much from the weather, it lrn,ving now been built a con
siderable tjmc. They however contri,ed to pass the night 
in it. 

"Enr]y next morning they bnstcned to the shore, impatient 
to inform thefr comrades of their success, and also to pro
cure from their vessel such provision, mmmmition, and 
otbcr nocessaries, as might better enable them to ,Yinter ou 
tl1e isln11cl. I leave m:y readers to figure to themselves the 



astouishmeut and ago11y of mmcl these poor people muf)t 
have felt, "\,he11, on reaching tho place of their landing, tbc.Y 
saw nothing but an open sea, free from ihe ice, ,-rhich, bL1t 
n, day before. had coYcrecl ihe ocean. A. violent storm, 
which had r{sen dm·i11g ihe night, had certainly been the cause of this disastrous e,-cnt; but they could not tell 
whether the ice, which had before hemmed in the yesscl, 
agitated by the violence of the i.ntves, had been drfrer;_ against her, a11d shattered her to pieces; or whether she 
had been carried by the cunent into the main, n, circum
stance which frequently happens in those seas. ,YhateYer accident had befallen the ship, they saw her no more ; and, 
as no tidings were en:r after\rnrds received of her, it i::1 most probable that she sm.ik, and that all on board her perished. 
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"This melancholy event depriving the unhappy wretches 

of all hope of ever being able to quit the island, they 

returned to the hut, ,,hence they had come, foll of horror 

and despair. 
"Their first attention was employed, as may easily be 

imagined, in <lensing means of proYiding subsistence, and 

for repairing their hut. Tho t\rnhe charges of powder 

which they had brought with them, soon 1)l'ocured them a-i 

many rein-deer, the island, fortunately for them, abonrnling 

in these animals. I hrrve before o1Jsened, that the hut. 

which the sailors were so fortunate as to find, had susfainctl 

some damage. There w·ere cracks in many places bchYi.'Cll 

the boards of the building, 'irhich freely ndmittetl 1. he a:r. 

This inconrnnience was, howe,-er, easily remedied. as the.v 

had an a:s:e, and the beams ,,ere still sound (foe ,rnocl in 

those cold climates continues through a lengi.h of years 

unimpaired by worms or decay). It was thus easy for thc1:1 

to make the boards join agni.u -very tolerably; besides, as mos::; 

grew in great abundance all o,·er the island, there was mor" 

than sufficient to stop up the creYices, to \\·hich wooden 

houses must always be liable. Repairs of this kind c1st the 

unhappy men less trouble, as they ,,·ere Russians; for all 

Russian peasants are k11mn1 to be good carpenters; they build 

their m,n houses, and are ,er.,· expert in band.ling the a:s:c. 
"The intense cold 1Yhich makes these climates habitable 

to so few species of animds, re.J.clcrs them equally unfit fm.· 

the production of ,egctables. X o species of tree, or c,cn 

shrllb, is found in any of the islands of S1>it?.bergen ; n. cir

cumstance most alarming to our sailors. 
""\Vithout fire it was impossible to resist the rigour of 

the climate, and, ,nthout wood, how was the fire to be pro
clucecl or supported? llowe,·er, in wandering along th' 

beach, they collected plenty of ,mod, ,--.;-hich had been driYrn 

ashore by the wn.,es, anrl which at first consistc l of the 

wrecks of ships, and after\,;-ard.s of "·hole bees with thcit· 

roots, the produce of some more hospitable but to them 
unlmown climate, Y,hid1 the oYcrflo,Yings of rirers, or 

other accidents, had sent into the ocean. X othiug proYed 

of more essential sernce to the:::e unforhmatc men, during 



the fircit } 1m· of tbeir C-.\.dc, Lliau s0mc boards they found upon the beach, kn·iug a lo1Jg iron hook, a, fo,v nai]s nbout :fhe or six inches 1011£;·, nncl proportionably thick, and olher bits of old iron :flx.ccl in them, the melancholy relics of some ,esscls, cast [nrnr in those remote parts. These wore thrmn1 nshore by the \Yayes, at the time ,rhcn the ,rnnt of pov;·der garn our men reason to apprehend that they must fall a prey to hunger, as they bad nearly consumed the reindeer they lincl killed. This lucky circumstance was attended wiih an other equally fortunate. TJ1ey found ou the shore the root of a iir-trec, which llt'arly a1)proached to the figure of a bow. As necessity has ever 
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been the mother of i1wention, so they soon fashioned this root 

to a good bow by the help of a knife; but still thcv ·wanted 

r., string and mToYrn. Not kno,Ying ho,Y to proc'i.Lre theso 

at present, they resoh-ecl upon making a couple of lances 

to defend themseh-es against the ,Yhite bears, by far tbe 

most ferocious of their kind, ,Yhose atbcks they Lael great 

reason to dread. Finding they could neither make the 

beads of their lances, nor of their mTo-.Ys, ,Yithout the help 

of a hammer, they contriYed to form the aborn-mentiouecl 

large iron hook into one, by beating it: and widening a hole 

it happened to haYe about its middle, with the help of one 

of their largest nails; this receiwd the handle, and a round 

button at one encl of the hook sencd for the face of the 

hammer. A large pebble supplied the place of au mwil, 

and a couple of rein-deer's horns made the tongs. TI,v 

means of snch tools they made two hencls of spear:\ and, 

after polis11ing and sharpening them on stones, they 1-icu 

them as fast as possible, ,Yilh thoug;:; rnacle of rein-clccr 

skins, to sticks about the thickness of a man's arm, ,-rhid1 

they got from some branches of trees i hat hacl been cast on 

shore. Thus equipped with spears, they rcsohed to attack 

a white bear, and, after a most dangerous encounter, they 

tilled the formidable creature, and therebr obtained a ne,v 

supply of pro,·isions. The flesh of tbis animal they rcli ·bed 

excceclinglr, as they thought it much resembled beef in 

taste and ilaYom·. 'l'he tendons, they saw with much 

pleasure, could, \\·ith little or no trouble, be diYicled into 

iilaments of ,Yb:tt fineness they thought fit. Thi::;, perbaps, 

\Y[!S the most fortunate cliscowry these men could ham 

made, for, besides other aclrantages, which ,-rill be hercafler 

mentioned, they ,-rcre hereby furnished with strings for 

their bow. 
"The succes~ of our unfortunate islanders in making the 

spears, encouraged them to proceed, ancl forge some pieces 

of iron into heads of arrows of the same shape, though 

some,Yhat smaller in size than the spears aboYe-mentioned. 

Ilaxing ground and sharpened these like the former, they 

tied them 1Yith the sinews of the white bear to pieces of fir, 

to which, by the help of fine threads of the same, th~y 



THEIR SUCCESSFrL INGENUITY. 65 
fastened feathers of sea-fowl, and thus became possessed of a complete bow and arrmYs. Their ingenuity in this respect w·as cro'i,ned with success far beyond their expectation; _for, during the time of their continuance upon the island, they killed ,nth these arrows no less than two hundred and fifty rein-deer, besides a great number of blue and white foxes. The £esh of these animals sen·ed them also for food, and their skins for clothing, and other ne~essary preserrntiYes against the intense coldness of a climate so near the Pole. ~Chey killed, however, not more than ten white bears in all, and that not without the utmost danger; for these animals being prodigiously strong, defended themselves ,nth astonishing vigour and fury. The first our men attacked designedly; the other nine they slew in defending themselves from their assaults; for some of these creatures even ventured to enter the outer room of the hut, in order to devour them. It is true that all the bears did not show, if I may be allowed the expression, equal intrepidity, either owing to some being less pressed by hunger, or to their being by natm·e less carnirnrous than the others; for some of them which entered tho hut, immediately betook themselves to flight on the first attempt of the sailors to drive them away. A repetition, howeyer, of these ferocious attacks threw the poor men into great terror and anxiety, as they were in almost perpetual danger of being de-.;-oured. 
"The three different kinds of animals abo-ve-mentionecl, Yiz., the rein-deer, the blue and white foxes, and the ,-.;-hite bears, were the only food these wretched mariners tasted during their continuance in this dreary abode. We do not at once sec e-rcry resource; it is generally necessity ·which quickens our im·ention, opening our eyes by degrees, ancl pointing out expedients which oi.hen,ise might ne-rer ha-.;-e occ:urred to our thoughts. The truth of this observation our four sailors experienced in various instances. They were for some time reduced to the necessity of eating their meat almost raw, and without either bread or salt, for they were quite destitute of both. The intensity of the c:old, together ,-rith the want of e-rcry com·enience, prevented them from cooking their -victuals in a, proper F manner. 
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There was but one stove in the hut, and that, being set up 

agreeably to the Russian taste, was more like an oven. and 

~onsequently not well adapted for boiling anything. ,Vood, 

also, was 1:00 precious a commoclity to be wasted in keeping 

up two ti.res ; and the one they might barn made outside of 

their habitation, to dress their victuals, would in no \",ay 

have served to warm them. Another reason agn.inst their 

cooking in the open air 'i,as, the continual danger of an 

attack from the white bears. }....ncl here I must obserrn 

that, if they had made the attempt, it would ha,·e been 

practicable only for some part of the year; the cold, 

which, in such a climate, during some months, scarcely ernr 

abates, from the long absence of the sun, then eJJlighteuiug 

the opposite hemisphere, the inconceirnble quantity of 

snow, which is continually falling throngh the greatest part 

of the winter, together with the almo:::t inte.ssant rains at 

certain seasons, ,,ere almost insurmountable obstacles J-o 

that expedient. To remedy, therefore, in some degree the 

hardship of eating their meat half ra,v, they bethought 

th8mselves of drying some of their prO\·isions during the 

summer in the open air, and aftenrnrcls of hanging them up 

in the upper part of the hut, ,, hich, as I mentioned before, 

was continually fi.Ued "ith smoke do,n1 to the windows; it 

,ms thus clried thoroughly by the help of that smoke. Thi8 

meat, so preparecl, they used for bread, and it made them 

relish theiT other flesh the better, as they could only half 

dress it. Fincling this experiment answe1; in m·ery respect 

to tb<'1r wishes, they continued tu practise it during the 

whole tune of their confinement upon the island, and ahrnys 

kept up: by that means, a, sufficient stock of provisions. 

Waler they procurecl in summer from small rin1lets that fell 

from the rocks, and in ,vinter from the tha,Yed sno\\ and 

ice. 'I'his was of course their only beverage, and their small 

kettle was the only Ycssel they could make use of for this 

ancl other purposes. I haYe mentioned aborn, that our 

sailors brought a small bag of flour with them to the island; 

of this they had consumed about one-half ,,-ith their rncut, 

the remainder they cmployccl in a different manucr, equally 

uscfu1. They soon s:1w the ncccss1ty 0f keeping up a co11 
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tinual fire m so cold a climate, and found that, if it should unfortunately go out, they had no means of lighting it again; for though they had a, steel and flints, yet they wanted both match and tinder. In their excur::;ions throug l1 ihe island they had met ,..,.itb a sbmy loam, or a, kind of clay, nearly in the middle of it. Out of tliis they found mea11s to form a, utensil which might sene for a lamp, ancl they proposed to keep 1t constantly burning ,,nth the fat of the animals they should kill. '.l.1his was certainly the most rational scheme they could haYe thought of, for to be ·without a light in a climate where, during winter, darkness reigns for several months together, would have added much to their other calamities. 
"Ha.Ying, therefore, fashioned a kind of lamp, they filled it with rei11-deer's fat, and stuck iuto it some b,·isted lil.:.en, shaped into a wick; but they had the mortification to fincl that, as soon as the fat melted, it not only soaked into the clay, but fairly ran 0llt of it on all sides. '11 he thing, therefore, Y,as to deYise some means of preYentiug this inconYenience, not arising from cracks, but from the substance of " ·hich the lamp was made being too porous. They macle, therefore, a new one, dried it thoroughly in the air, theu heated it red-hot, and afLenYards quenched it in their kettle, whereiu they had boiled a quantity of flour du,...-n to th e consistence of thin starch. 'l'he lamp being thus dried and filled ,..,.ith melted fat., they now found, to their great j oy, that it did not leak; but, for greater security, they dippL'<l linen rag::; in their paste, and with them coYered all its outside. Succeeding in this attempt, they immediately made another lamp for fear of au accident, tliat at all events they might not be destitute of light; and, when th ey liad done so much, they thought proper to saYe the remainder of their flour for similar purposes. As they had carefully collected whateYer happened to be cast on shore to supply them with fuel, they bad found amongst the wrecks of Yessels some cordage, and a small quautity of oakum (a kind of hemp used fol' caulking ships), which sened them tu make wicks for thefr· lamps. '\Yben these stores began to fail, their shirts and their drawers, which are ,Yorn by 

I' 2 
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almost all Russian peasants, ,,ere employed to make good 

the deficiency. "Ry these means they kept their lamp 

burning without intermission, from the clay they first made 

it (a work they set about soon after their arriYal on the 

island) until that of their embarkation for their nati-re 

country. 
"The necessity of con,erting the most essential part of 

their clothing, such as their shirts and drawers, to the use 

above specified, exposed them the more to tho rigour of the 

climate. They also found themsehes in want of shoes, 

boots, and other articles of dress ; and, as winter was 

approaching, they were again obliged to ha,e recourse to 

that ingenuity which necessity suggests, and which seldom 

fails in the trying hour of distress. They had skins of rein

deer and foxes in plenty, that had hitherto ser,ed them for 

bedding, and which they now thought of employing in some 

more essential senice ; but the question was ho,Y to tan 

them. After deliberating on this subject, they took to the 

follmYing method : they soaked tho skins for se,eral clays m 

fresh water, till they could pull off the hair pretty easily; 

they then rub bed tho ,,et leather with their hands till it 

was nearly dry, they then spread some melted rein-deer fat 

over it, and again rubbed it ,,ell. By this process the 

leather became soft, pliant. and supple, proper for their 

purpose in e,ery respect. Those skins which they designed 

for furs, they only soaked for one day, to prepare them for 

being ,uought ; and then proceeded in tho manner before

mentioned, except only that they did not remove the hair. 

Thus they soon prm-idecl themsehes with the necessary 

materials for all the parts of dress they wanted. But here 

another diffi.cul ty occurred; they had neither aw ls for making 

shoes and boots, nor needles for sewing their garments. 

This want, hovrn,er, they soon supplied by means of the 

pieces of iron they had occasionally collected. Out of these 

they made both, and by their industry e,en brought them 

to a certain degree of perfection. The making eyes to their 

needles ga,e them indeed no little trouble, but this they 

also performed ,~·ith the assistance of their knife ; for, 

having ground it to a very sharp point, and heated reel-hot a 
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kind of wire forged for that purpose, they pierced a hole through one end, and, by whetting and smoothing it on stones, brought the other to a point; and thus gai;-e the ,vhole needle a very tolerable form . Scissars to cut out the skin were what they next had occasion for; but, having none, they supplied their place with the knife; and, though there was neither shoemaker nor tailor amongst them, yet they conh'i-rnd to cut out the leather and furs well enough for their purpose. The sinews of the bears and the rein-deer, which, as I mentioned before, they had found means to split, se1Ted them for thread; and, thus proYided with the necessary implements, they proceeded to make their new clothes." 

,: These," said l\Ir. Barlow, "are the extracts which I have made from this very extraordinary story; and they are sufficient to show both the many ac~idents to which men are exposed, and the wonderful expedients which may be found out, even in the most dismal circumstances.:' "It is ,cry true, indeed," answered Tommy; "but pray ,-rhat became of these poor men at last?" "After they Lad lfred more then six years upon this dreary and inhospitable coast," answered ].\Ir. Barlow, ,: a ship arrfred there by accident, ,d1.i.ch took three of them on board, and carried them in safety to their o,TII country." ,: _>Uld what became of ihe fourth?" said Tommy. "He," said l\Ir. Barlow, "was seized with a dangerous disease, called the scur,y; and, being of an indolent temper, and therefore not using the exercise which ,,;-as neces ary to preserrn his life, after haying lingered some time, died, and ,-ra::; buried in the snow by hi;-:; companions." 
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CHAPTER V. 

KINDXESS TO ANDrALS-TO)D[Y'S EXPERDIENT WITII THE PIG--A.CCOUNT OP 

'l' llB ELEPIIAN 'r -STORY OP TUE ELI l'IIANT AND nm TAILOR TDll 

1.:LEPll .\:-i'l' AND THE KEEPER'S CIIILD-TllE STOI'.Y OF THE GOOD• 

NATURED DOY-STORY 0:2 TUE ILL-NATURED DOY, 

HERE little Harry came in from his father's house, and 
brought with him the chicken, which, it has been men boned, 
he Im.cl saved from the claws of the kite. The little creature 
was now perfectly recovered from the hurt it had received, 
and showed so much affection for its protector, that it would 

rnn after him like a clog, hop upon his shoulclor, nestle in 
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his bosom, and eat crumbs out of his hand. Tommy was extremely sm·prised and pleased to remark its tameness and docility, and aske~ by "\\hat means it had been made so gentle. Harry toJd !iim he had taken no particular pains about it ; but tbnt, as the poor little creature had been sadly hm·t, he h:ul feel it every day till it was ,-.,.ell; and that, in consequence of that kindness, it had conceived a great degree of affection towards him. 
"Indeed," said Tommy, "that is very surprising; for I thought all birds ,..,.ould have flown away whenever a man came near them ; and that even the fo"ls which are kept at home ,Tould neYer let you touch them." :lYir. B. And what do you imagine is the reason of that? T. Because they are wild. .iUr. B. And what is a fowl's being wild? '11. When he will not lot you come near him. Mr. B. Then a fend is wild, because he will not let you come near him ; and ,,ill not let you come near him, because he is wild. 'l'his js sayiug nothing more then that ·when a fowl is wild, he will n )t let you approach him. But I want to know what is tho reason of his being wild. T. Indeed, sir, I caunot tell, unless it is because they are naturally so. JHr. B. But if they were naturallJ so, this fowl could not be fond of Harry. T. That is because he is so good to it. l\Ir. B. Y cry likely. Then it is nr-t natural for an animal to run :nrny from a person that i:~ good to him ? T. No, sir, I beliern not. Jir. B. But when a person is uot good to him, or cndeavom·s to hurt him, it is naturnl for an animal to run away from him, is it not? T. Yes. l\Ir. B. And then yon say he is wild, do ron not ? T. Yes, sir. l\Ir. B. Why then it is probable that animals are only ·wild because they arc afraid of being lmrt, and that they only run away from th 0 foar of dai1gor. I belic-ve you would do the same from a lion or ::t tiger. '11• Indeed I would, sir. ::.\Ir. 13. Auel yet you do not call yourself n, wild animal ? 'l'ommy laughed heartily at this, and said, "No ." "Therefore," said nfr. Barlo", :, if you ,rnut to tame animals, you must be good to them, and treat them kindlr, and then they ,1,ill no longer fear you, but come to : ou· and love you." "In<leed," said Harry, "that is very true: for I kne,y a 
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little boy that took a great fancy to a snake that livecl in 
his father's garden ; and when he had milk for breakfast, 
he used to sit under a nut tree and ,,histle, and the snake 
would come to him, and eat out of his bowl." T. And did 
it not bite him? H. No; he sometimes used to gi,e it a 

pat with his spoon, if it ate too fast, but it ne,er hurt him. 
Tommy ,ms much pleased -with this conrnrsation; and, 

being both good-natured and desirous of making experiments, 
he determined to try his skill in taming animals. Accord
ingly, he took a large slice of bread in his hand, and went 
out to seek some animal upon which he might bestow it. 
The first thing he happened to meet was a sucking pig that 
had rambled from its mother, and was bas\ing in the sun. 
Tommy would not neglect this opportunity 0f showing his 
talents ; so he began calling out, " Pig, pig, pig ! come 
m.l,he1·, little pig!" But the pig, 1Yho did not exactly com
prehend his intentions, only grunted, and ran rnrny . '· You 
little ungrateful thing," said Tommy, "do you treat me in 
this manner, ,,;-hen I want to feed you ? If you do not 
kno,,- yom· friends, I must teach you," So saying he sprang 
at the pig, and eaught him by the hind leg, intending to 
ham giyen him the bread he held in his hand; but the pig, 
unused to be treated in that manner, began struggling and 
squeaking to such a degree that the so,Y, \Yho ,ms within 
hearing, came running to the place, -n·ith all the rest of the 
litter at her heels. As ':I.1onmw did not know ,-rhetber she 
"·ouhl be pleased \Yith his ciYiiities to her young one or not, 
he thought it most prudent to let it go; and the pig, 
endea-rouring to escape as speedily as possible, unfortunately 
ran between his legs, and threw him down. The plac.:e 
where this accident happened was extremely wet, therefore 
Tommy, in falling, clu·tied himself from head to foot ; and 
the sow, who came up at that instant, passed over him as 
he attempted to rise, and rolled him back again into the mire. 

Tommy, -n·ho had not the coolest temper in the world, was 
extremely pro,okecl at this ungrateful return for his intended 
kindness; and, losing all patience, he seized the sow by the 
hind leo· and began pommelling her with all h.is might. 
TLe so,~/ as may be imagined; clic1 not relish such treatment, 
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endeavoured with all her force to escape; but Tommy 
still keeping his hold, and continuing his discipline, she 
struggled with such violence as to drag him several yards, 
squeaking at the same time in the most lamentable manner, 
in which she was joined by the whole litter of pigs. 

During the heat of this contest, a large flock of geese 
happened. to be crossing the road ; into the midst of this 
flock the affrighted. sow ran headlong, dragging the enraged 
Tommy at her heels. The goslings retreated with the 
greatest precipitation, joining their frightened cackling to 
the general noise ; but a gander of more than common size 
and courage, resenting the unprovoked attack upon his 
family, attacked Tommy in the rear and gave him several 
severe strokes with his bill. 

Tommy, whose courage had hitherto been unconquerable, 
being thus unexpectedly attacked by a new enemy, was 
obliged to yield to fortune, and, not knowing the precise 
extent of his danger, he not only suffered the sow to escape, 
1mt joined his vociferations to the general scream. This 
a1armed }Hr. Barlow, who, coming up to the place, found 
his pupil in the most woful plight, daubed from head to 
foot, and with his face and hands as b]ack as those of any 
chimney-sweeper. He inquired what was the matter; ancl 
rrommy, as soon as he had recovered breath enough to 
speak, answered in this manner : " Sir, all this is owing to 
,vhat you told me about taming animals; I wanted to make 
them tame and gentle, and that they should love me, and 
you see the consequences." "Indeed," said ])fr. Barlow, 
"I see you have been very badly treated, but I hope you 
arc not hurt ; and, if it is owing to anything I have said, 
I shall feel the more concern." "No," said Tommy, "I 
cannot say that I am much hurt." "Why then," said Mr. 
Barlow, "you had better go and wash yourself; and, when 
you are clean, we will talk over the affair together." 

,Vhen Tommy had returned, J\fr. Barlow asked him how 
the accident had happened ; and when he had heard the 
story, be said, "I am very sorry for your misfortune, but I 
do not perceive that I was the cause of it; for I do not 
rememlJcr that I eyer advised you to catch pigs by the bind 
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legs. ToM:u-r. No sir; but you told me that feeding 
animals was the ,,ay to make them lo1e me; and so I 
,-ranted to feed the pig. ::.\Ir. B. But it was nu~ my fault 
that you attempted it in a ,nong manner, The animal did 
not know your intentions, and therefore, when you seized 
him in so Yiolent a manner, he naturally attempted to 
escape; and his mother, hearing his cries, very naturally 
came to his assistance. All that happened was owing to 
your inexperience. Before you meddle with any animal, 
you should make yourself acquainted with his nature and 
disposition, othenrise you may fare like the little boy, who 
in attempting to catch flie::i, lrns stung by a ,,asp; or like 
another, who seeing an adder sleeping upon a bank, took it 
for an eel, and was bitten by it; which had nearly cost him 
his life. T. But, sir, I thought Harry had mentioned a 
little boy \Yho used to feecl a snake \Y1thout receiving any 
hm·t from it. :Thir. B. That might Yery \Yell happen. 'rherc 
is scarcely any creature that ,,·ill do harm, unless it i::i 
attacked or wants food ; and some of these reptiles are 
entirely harmless, others not ; therefore the best ,my is not 
to meddle ,nth one till you are perfectly acquainted ,rith its 
nature. Had you obsened this rule, you ne,·er would have 
attempted to catch the pig by the hind leg, in order to tame 
it; and it is very hwky that you did not make the experi
ment upon a larger animal, otherwise you might ham been 
as badly treated as the tailor ,ms by the Elephant. 11. 
Pray, Sir, \Yhat is that curious story? 13ut first tell me, if you please, ,Yhat an Elephant is. 

,: An Elephant," said l\Ir. Barlow, "is the largest land 
animal that 1Ye are acquainted with. It is many times more 
bulky than an ox, and grows to the heighth of elernn or 
twelve feet. Its strength, as may easil_y be imagined, is 
prodigious; but it is, at the same time, so Yery gentle, that 
it rarely does harm to anything, eYen in the woods where it 
lives. It does not eat flesh, but subsists upon the fruits 
and branches of trees. But what is most singular about its 
structure is, that instead of a nose, it has a long hollow 
piece of ilesh, which gro,,s over its mouth to the length of 
three 01· fotu' foct; thjs is caJJed the trunk of the Elephant· 
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and he 1s capable of bcnJing it in every direction. "\V11en he wants to break off the branch of a tree, he t,,,ists his trunk round it, und snaps it off directly; when he wauts to drink, he lets it do,Yn into the water, sucks up scrnrul gallons at a time, and then, doubling the end of it back, discharges all the ,niter into his mouth." 

"But, if he is so large and sfrong," said Tommy, "I should supµose it must be impossible eYer to tame him." "So perhap::; it ,rould be," replied !\Ir. Barlow, ' · did men not iu::;truct those that haYe been already tamed to assist in cakhing others ." T. How is that, sir 1-' Ml'. B. \Vlien they ham dis<;overecl a forest \Yhere the::-e rui nrnls resort, the)· make a large cndosme ,,ith strong pales and a deep ditch, leai,-ing only one entrance to it, "·hich bas a strong gnte left purposely open. They then let loose one ur two of their ta.'.l1e Elephants, who join the ,,ilcl ones, and gradually entice them into the enclosure. As soon as one of these ha::; entered, a man who stands ready shuts the gates, and takes him prisoner. The auimal finding him::;eli' thus entrapped, begins to gro,y furious, ancl atten1pt::; to escape ; but immediately t\rn tame ones, of the largest si:te and greatest strength, who hare been placed thei'e on purpose. c:ome up to him one on each side, and beat him \\·ith their trnnks till he becomes more quiet. A man tlien comes behind, ties a very large cord to each of his hi11d legs, and fastens the other encl of it to bro great trees. Ile is then left ,i,-ithout food for some hours, and in that time generally becomes so docile, as to suffer himself to be conducted to the stable that is prepared for him, where he liYes the rest of his life liken, horse, or any other domestic animal. T . And pray, sir, what dirJ the· Elephant do to the tailor? ·· A.t Surat," said ~Ir. Barlow, ' · a, city where 
ml1.ll.Y of these tame Elephants are kept, there was n, tailor, 
\\110 wed to sit and ,rnrk in his shed, close to the place to which tLe::;c Elephants i,yere led CYery clay to drink. This man contracted a kincl of acquaintance with one of the largest of these beasts, and used to present him ,.-ith fruits ancl other Yegetables ,vheneYcr the Elephant passed by his door. The Elephant was accustomed to put his 
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long trunk in nt the ·window, and to rereirn in that manner 
whatever hin friend chose to give. But one day, the 
Tailor happened to be in a particularly bad humour, and, 
not considering how dangerous it might prove to provoke 
an animal of that size and strength, when the Elephant put 
his trunk in at the window as usual, instead of giving him 
any thing to eat, pricked him with his needle. The 
Elephant instantly withdrew his trunk, and, withom; 
sho,Ying any marks of resentment, went on with the rest 
to drink ; but, after he bad quenched his thirst, he collected 
a large quantity of the dirtiest water he could find in his 
trunk, which I ha1c ah·eady told you is capable of holding 
some gallons ; and, when he passed by the tailor's shop in 
his return, he discharged it frill in his face, with so true an 
aim, that he wetted him all 01er, and almost drowned him; 
thus justly punishing the man for his ill-nature and 
breach of friendship." 

"Indeed," said Harry, "considering the strength of the 
animal, he must ha-re had great moderation and generosity, 
not to ha1e punished the man more severely; and there
fore I think it is a very great shame to men ernr to be 
cruel to animals, w·hen dumb beasts arc so affectionate and 
gentle to them." 

"You are very right/' said J\lr. Barlow; "and I remem
ber another stor_y of an Elephant, 1Yhich, if true, is still 
more extraordinary. These animals, although in general 
they are as docile and obedient as a dog to the person that 
takes care of them, are sometimes seized with a species uf 
impatience which makes them absolutely ungovernable. 
It is then dangerous to come near them, ancl Yery difficult 
to restrain them. I should have mentioned that, in the 
Eastern parts of the world, where Elephants are found, 
tho kings and princes keep them to ride upon as we do 
horses. A kind of tent or pavilion is fixed u1)on the back of 
the animal, in which one or more persons may be placed ; 
and the keeper who is used to manage him sits upon the 
neck of the Elephant, and guides bim by means of a stick 
,rith an iron hook at the end. Now, as these animals are 
of great rnlnc, the lcce1:1er is frequently severely punisl1ec1 



1f any accident happens to the animal by his carelessness. But one day, one of the largest Elephants, being seized mth a sudden fit of passion, had broken loose; and, as the keeper was not in the way, nobody was able to appease him, or dared to come near him. "\Vhile, therefore, he was running about in this manner, he chanced to see tho ,,ife of his keeper, ,,ho had often fed him as well as her husband, with her young child in her arms, "·ith which she was endearnuring to escape from his furr. The woman ran as fast as she was able ; but, finding that it 1Yas impossible for her to escape, because these beasts, although so ,err large, are able to run very fast, she resolutely turned about, and thromng her child down before the Elephant, thus accosted him, as if he bad been capable of understanding her : 'T ou ungrateful beast, is this the return you make for all the benefits ,,,-e ham bestowed! Harn 1Ye fed you, and taken care of you, by day and night, during so many years, only that you may at last destroy us 
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a]] ? Crush, then, this poor innocent child and me, in 
retnrn for the senices that my husband hns done you!' 
'\Vhile she i"Yas making these passionate exclaurntions, the 
Elepbant approaehecl the place 1Yhere the little infant lay ; 
but, iustead of trampling upon him, he stopped short, and 
looked at him with earnestness, as if he had been sensible of 
shame and confusion ; and, his fury from that instant 
abating, he suffered himself to be led without opposition to 
his stable." 

Tommy thanked l\Ir. Barlow for these t,Yo stories, and 
promised for the fotlue to use more discretion in his kind. 
ness to animals. 

The next day Tommy and Harry went into the garden 
to so,v the 1Yheat whid1 Harry had brought ,,-ith him, upon 
a, bed ,Yhich Tommy had clng for that purpose. 

'\Vhile they ,,-ere at work, Tommy said, '· Pray, Harry, did 
you ever hear the story of the men that ,,-ere obliged to lirn 
six years in that terrible cold country-I forget the name of 
it-,,here there is nothing but snow and ic:e, and scarcely 
any other animals but great bears, tlrnt are ready to cat men 
up ? " .I:-LurnY. Yes, I haxe. T. And did not the Ycry 
thoughts of it frighten you dreadfully r H. No, I cannot 
say they did. '11

. \Vhy, should you like to liYc in such a 
country ? H . No, certainly; I am Yery happy that I ,ms 
born in such a, country as this: where the ,,-eather is scarcely 
eyer too hot or too cold; but a man must bear patientlr 
whatever is his lot in this world. 11. That is true. But 
shouicl you not cry, and be Yery much afilictccl, if you 
,rnre left up:m such a. country! H. I should certainly be 
very sorry, if I ,ms left there alone, more especially as I 
a,m not big enough, or strong enough, to defend n1yseH 
aaainst such fierce animals; but crying ,rnuld do me uo 
g~od, it 11-oulcl be better to do something, and cndcaYonr to 
help myself. T. Indeed I think it would, but what COLtlcl 

you <lo? H. '\Vhy, I would endeavour to build myself a 
house, if I could find any materials. T. And what mater1r.ls 
is a, house made of r I thought it had been impossible to 
make a house without h:wing a great many people of cliffrn nt 
trades such as C"ar1neut.ers and brickla ,,ers. H. You kno,.-' . 



rrow TO BUILD .A. IIOUSF.J. 7D 
ihere are houses of different sizes. The houses that poor people live in, are very different from your father's house T. Yes, they are Ii ttle, nasty, dirty, disagreeable places ; 1 should not like to lirn in them at all. H. And yet the pooe are in general as strong and healthy as the rich. But if you could have no other, you would rather live in one of them than be exposed to the wea.ther? T. Yes, certainly. And bow would you make one of them? H. If I could get sorne wood, and had a hatchet, I would cnt down some branches of trees and stick them upright in the ground, near to each other. T. And what then? H. I would then get some other branches, but more full of small \Yood ; and these I would intenYeave between the large stakes, just as v;re make hurdles to confine the sheep; and then, as that might not be warm enough to resist the wind and cold, I ,,ouJ.d coYer them over, both wi.thin and without, with clay. T. Clay! what i8 that? H. It is a particular kind of earth that sti~ks to your feet ,,·hen you tread upon it, or to your hands when you touch it. T. I declare I did not think it had been so easy to make a house. And do you think tlrn,t people could really lirn in such houses? H. Certainly they might, because many persons live in such houses here; and I hnrn been told, that in many parts of the ,,orld they have not any other. T. Really I should like to try to make a house; do you think, Harry, that you and I could make one? H. Yes; if I had wood and clay enough, and a small hatchet to sharpen the stakes, and make them enter the ground, I think I could. 

::.\Ir. Barlow then came to call them in to read ; and told Tommy, that as he been talking so much about good-nature to animals, he had looked him out a rnry pretty story upon the subject, and begged that he would read it well. "That I will," said Tommy, "for I begin to like reading extremely, and 1 think that I am happier too since I learned it ; for now I can always amuse myself." "Indeed," answered i\fr. Barlow, "most people find it so . "\Vhen any one cau read, he will not find the lmowledge any burthcn to him, and it is his own fault if he is not constani.lr amused . This 1::; an ad,·:mtagc, Tommy, which a Gentleman; since you Ul'(; 
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so fond of the word, may more particularly enjoy, because 
he has so much time at his disposal ; and it is much better 
that he should distinguish himself by having more knolfledge 
and impro--rnment than others, than by fine clothes, or such 
trifles, which any one may ha,e that can purchase them, as 
well as himself.)' 

Tommy then read, with a clear and distinct ,oice, the 
folioi'fllg story of 

TIIE GOOD-NATURED LITTLE BOT. 

A little Boy went out one morning, to ,,alk to a 
village about fo-e miles from the place where he fo-ecl, and 
carried with him in a basket the pro,ision that was to sene 
him the whole day. As he was lfalking along. a poor little 
half-starved dog came up to him, wagging his tail, and 
seeming to entreat him to take compassion on him. The 
little Boy at first took no notice of him, but at length, 
remarking how lean and famished the creature seemed to 
be, he said, "This animal is certainly in -very great necessity; 
if I give him part of my pro,ision, I shall be obliged to go 
home hungry myself; howe,er, as he seems to want it more 
than I do, he shall share with me." Saying this, he gave 
the dog part of what he had in the basket; and the poor 
creature eat as jf he had not tasted victuals for a fortnight . 

The little Boy then went on a little farther, his dog still 
following him, and fawning upon him with the greatest 
gratitude and affection; when he saw a poor old horse lying 
upon the ground, and groaning as if in great pain. Re went 
up to the horse, and saw that it was almost staned, and so 
weak that it was unable to rise. "I am very much afraiu," 
said the little Boy, "that if I stay to assist this horse it 
will be dark before I can return; and I have heard that 
there are several thie,es in the neighbourhood. However, 
I will try; it is doing a good action to attempt to reliern 
him, and God .Almighty will take care of me." He then 
went and gathered some grass, which he brought to the 
horse's mouth, and the horse immediately began to eat with 
as much relish as if his chief disease were hunger. The 



little Boy then fetched some water in his hat, which the animal drank up, and seemed immecliately to be so much refr~shed, that, after a few trials, he got up and began ~raimg. 
The little Boy then went on a, little farther, and saw a man wading about in a pond of water, without being able to get out of it, in spite of all his endem'ours. " What is the matter, good man?" said the little Boy to him; " Can't you find your ,,;-a.y out of this pond?" "No, God bless you, my ,,;-orlhy master, or miss," said the man, "for such l take you to be by yom· voice; I haYe fallen into this i')Ond, and know not how to get out again, as I am quite Llincl, and I nm almost afra.icl to moye for fear of being drowned." ""\Vell," said the little Boy, "though I shall be wcttet1 to the skin, if you will throw me your stick, 
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I "-ill try to help you out of it." The blind man then threw 
the stick to that side on which he heard the -. oice; the 
little Boy caught it, and went into the water, feeling very 
carefully before him, lest he should unguardedly go beyond 
his depth; at length he reached the blind man, took him 
very carefully by the hand, and led him out. The blind 
man then garn him a thousand blessings, and told him he 
could grope his way home; and the little Boy ran on as hard as he could, for fear of being benighted. 

But he h::tcl not proceeded far, before he sm,, a poor 
failor, 1Yho had lost both his legs in an engagement by 
sea, hopping along upon crutches. " God bless you, my 
little master!" said the sailor ; " I lrnYc fought many 
a battle with the French, to defend poor old England; bnt 
now I am crippled, as yon see, and htffe neither Yictuals 
nor money, although I am almost famished." The little 
Boy could not resist his inclination to relieve him ; so he 
ga,:e him all his remaining food, and said, '· Goel help you, 
poor man! this is all I ham, otherwise you should barn 
more." He then ran alung, and presently arri'red at his 
destination, delivered his message, and returned towards his mru home, lfith all expedition. 

But he had not gone much more than half-way, before the night closed in extremely dark, without either moon or 
stars to light him. The poor little Boy used his utmost 
endeavours to find his way ; but unfortunately he missed 
it in tmning clown a lane, ,vhich brought him into a wood, 
where he ,vanderecl about a, great while ,vithout being 
able to find any path to lead him out. Tired out at last, 
and hungry, he felt himself so feeble, that he conlcl go uo 
farther, but sat down upon the ground, crying most 
bitterly. In this situation he remained for some time, till 
::i.t bst tho little dog, who had ne,-er forsaken him, came 
up to him "·ag~·ing l1is tail, and holcling so met bing in his 
mouth. The little Boy took it from him, and saw it ,va~ 
a !1anclkerchief nicely· pinned together, which somebody 
had dropped, and the clog- had picked up; and on opening 
it, he found several slices of bread and meat, whiC.'h the 
little Boy ate with great satisfaction: and felt himself 
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extremely refreshed with his meal. "So," said the little Boy, "I see that if I have given you a breakfast, you have given me a supper ; and a good t111·n done even to a dog is never lost." 

He then once more attempted to escape from the wood. But it was to no purpose; he only scratched his legs with briars, and slipped down in the dirt, ,Yithout being able to find his way out. He was just going to giYe up all farther attempts in despair, when he happened to see a horse feeding before him, and, going up to him, saw, by the light of the moon, which just then began to shine a little, tbat it ,ms the ,·cry same horse he bad fed in the morning. "Perhaps," said the little Boy, " this creature, ns I have been so good to him, will let me get upon his back, and ho may bring me out of the wood, as he is accustomed to feed in this neighbourhood." The little Boy then ,vent up to the horse, speaking to him and stroking him, and the horse let him mow1t bis back ,vithout opposition; and Lhen proceeded slowly through the wood, grazing as he "\Ycnt, till he brought him to an opening, which led tu the high road. The little Boy was much rejoiced at this, and said, '
1 

If I had not saved this crea,ture's lifo in the morning, I should have been obliged to have stayed here all night ; [ sec by this, that a good turn is neYer lost." 
But the poor little Boy had yet a greater danger to undergo. As he \Yas going along a solitary lane, two men rushed out upon him, laid hold of him, and \,;·ere ~i:oiug to strip him of his clothes ; but, just as they were beginui1Jg to do it, the little dog bit the leg of one of the men with ~o much violence, that he left the little Boy, and pursued the clog, that ran howling and barking a\Yay. In this instant a, Yoice was heard crying out, "There the rascals are-let us knock them down!'' which frightened the remaining man so muc:h, that h< _·an away, and his cump~nion followed him. The little Boy then looked up, and saw the sailor, whom he had rclie\·ccl in the morning, borne upon the shoulders of the blii..d man whom he Imel helpetl out of the pond. "There, my little dear," snicl the sailor, " God be thanked ! we have come in time to do you 
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a service, in return for the kindness you showed us in the 
morning. As I by under a hedge, I heard these villains 
talk of robbing a little boy; from the description, I con
cluded it must be you ; but I was so lame, that I should 
not ha-ve been able to come in tilile to help you, if I had 
not met this honest blind man, who took me upon his back, 
while I showed him the way." 

The little boy thanked him very sincerely for thus 
defending him; and they went all together to his father's 
house, which was not far off, where they were kindly 
entertained with a supper and a bed. The little Boy took 
care of his faithful dog as long as he lived, and never 
forgot the importance and necessity of doing good to 
others, if ·\\'8 ,vish them to do the same to us. 

"D 1.10n my word," sajd Tommy, when he hau. :finished, 
"I am vastly pleased with this story; and I think that it 
may Yery likely be true, for I have myself obsened that 
everything seems to love lii.flo Harry here, merely because 
he is good-natured. I "TT""as much surprised to see the great 
clog the other clay, which I have never dared to touch for 
fear of being bitten, fawning upon him, and licking him all 
over; it put me in mind of the story of Androcles and the 
Lion." "That dog," said Mr. Barlow, "will be equally 
fond of you, if you are kind to him ; for nothing equals the 
sagacity and gratitude of a dog. But since you have read a 
story about a good-natured boy, Harry shall read you 
another concerning a boy of a contrary disposition." 

Harry then read the following story of 

TITE UL-NATURED BOY. 

There ,vas once a little Boy w·ho wa~ so unfortunate as 
to have for his father n. very bad man, who was always 
surly and ill-tempered, and never gave his children either 
good instructions or good example; in consequence of which 
this little Boy, who might otherwise have been happier and 
better, became ill-natured, quarrelsome, and disagreeable to 
0verybody. He yery often was severely beaten for his 
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impertinence by boys bigger than himself, and sometimes 
by boys that were less ; for, though he was very abusi rn 
and quarrelsome, he did not much like fighting, and gene~ 
rally trusted more to his heels than his com·age when he had 
mvolved himself in a quarrel. This little Boy had a cur
clog that "'\\US the e.s:act image of himself; he was the most 
troublesome, surly creature imaginable, always barking at 
the heels of every horse he came near, and worrying every 
sheep he could meet ; for which reason both the dog and 
the boy were disliked by all the neighbourhood. 

One morning his father got up early to go to the alehouse, 
where he intended to stay till night, as it was a holiday ; 
but before he went out, he gave his son some brea.d and 
cold meat and six.pence, and told him he might go and amuse 
himself as he liked tbe whole day. The little Boy was much 
pleased with this liberty; and, as it was a very fine morning, 
he called his dog Tiger to follow him, and began his walk. 

He had not proceeded far before he met a little boy driving 
a flock of sheep towards a gate that he wanted them to enter. 
"Pray, master," said the little boy, "stand still, and keep 
your dog close to you, for fear of frightening my sheep ." 
"Oh! yes, to be sure!" ans,-rered the ill-natured Boy, "I 
am to wait here all the morning till you and your sheep 
have passed, I suppose ! Here, Tiger, seize them, boy ! " 
Tiger at this sprang forward into the middle of the flock, 
barking and biting on every side, and the sheep, in a general 
consternation, hurried each a separate way. Tiger seemed 
to enjoy this sport equally with his master. But in the 
midst of his triumph he happened unguardedly to attack an 
old ram that had more courage than the rest of the flock ; 
the ram, inst~ad of running away, faced about and aimed a 
blow with his forehead at his enemy, with so much force 
and dexterity, that he knocked Tiger over and over, and, 
butting him several times while he was down, obliged him 
to limp howling away. 

The ill-natm·ed little Boy, who was not capable of loving 
anything, had been much amused with the trepidation of tbe 
sheep; but now he laughed heartily at the misfortune of 
his dog, and he ,vould hayc laughed much longer, had not 
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the other boy, proYoked beyond all patience at this treatment, thro,vn a stone at his tormentor, ,,-hich hit him full upon the temples, and almost knocked him dov;;n . The cowardly Boy immediately began to cry in concert ,vith his clog; and perceiYing a man coming tov,·a.rcls them, who he fancied might be the owner of the sheep, he thought it most prudent to escape as speedily as possible. 
But he had scarcely recoYered from the smarb ,,hich the blo,T had occasioned, before his former mischieYous disposition returned, which he determined to gratify to the utmost. He had not gone far, before he say; a little girl stan<ling by a stile with a large pot of milk at her feot . "l)ray," said the little girl, "help me up ,Yith this pot of milk. ~I,r mother sent me out to fotc:h it this morning, and I ham brought it a.born a mile upon lllJ head, but I am so tired that I ham been obliged to stop at this stile to rest myself; and if I don't return home presently, we shall ham no pudding to-cla,1·. and, besides, my mother ,,ill be very angry ,rith me." ""\Vhat" said the Boy, '' you are to ha.Ye pudding to-day. are you, miss ? " " Y cs," said the girl, " and a tine piece of roast beef' ; for there's 1Jncle "\Vill, and uncle .John, and Grnndfather, and all my cous:u1s to dine ,,ith us, and ,,e shall be Yer.r merry in the ernning, I can assure rou ; so pray help me up as speedilJ as possible." "That I ,,·ilJ, miss," said tbe Boy; and taking up the jug, he pretended to fix it upon her head; but just as she had hold of it, lie gnrn it a little push as if he had stumbled, and oYerturncd it upou her. The little girl began to cry Yiolently, but tho m1scliiernus boy ran away laughing heartily, and saying, "Goccl-b_ye, little miss; giYe my humble senicc to Undo 1Vill, and Grandfather, and the dear little cousins." 

'11
his prank encouraged him Ycry much, for he thought ho bad now certainly escaped ,Yithout any bad consequences; so he "cnt on, applauding his own ingenuity, and came to 

a, o-reen ,Yhere several little boys were at play. He desired le~Ye to play with them, which they allo"ed him to do. But he could not be contented long, without exercising his evil disposition; so t~1king an ovpo~'tu13:it,r when it was bis tu.rn to fling the ball, rn.stead of fl.rngmg 1t the way he ought 



to have clone, he thre·w it into a deep muddy ditch. 'lhc little boys ran in a great hurry to see wliat had become of it, and as they were standing together npon the brink, he gave the outermost boy a Yiolcnt push agaiust his neighbour; he, not being able to resist the shock, tum bled agai11st the next, that next against another, and finally they were all soused in the ditch together. They soon scrambled out, although in a dirty plight, and were going to have punished him for his ill behaviour; but he patted Tiger upon the bach:, und. the dog began snarling and g-rowling in such a manner, as rnacle them desist. Thus this michievous little boy escaped a second time with impunity. 
The next thing that he met ,Yith was a. poor jackass feeding very quietly in a ditch. '11he little Boy, seeing tlrn,t nobody was within sight, thought this an opportunity of plaguing an animal not to be lost; so he went and cut a large bunch of thorns, ,Yhich he contrived to fix upon the poor beast's tail: and then setting Tiger at him, he ,rns extremely de1ightecl to see the fright and agony the creature was in. But it did not fare so well "\\·ith Tiger, ,Yho, ,Yhile he wmi baying and biting the animal's heels. receiYed so sm·ere n hic:k upon his forehead, that he foll dead upt1..,... tho spot. 
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The Boy, ·who had no affection for his dog, left him ,Yith tho 
gre~test 1:-11concern, -when he saw 11bat had happened, ancl 
findmg himself hungry, sat do"TT--.u by the way-side to eat 
his dinner. 

He had not been long there, before a poor blind man 
came gropjng h.is way out n·ith a couple of sticks. " Good 
morning to you, gaffer," said the Boy; "pray did you see 
a little girl come this road, ,,ith a basket of eo-gs upon her 
head, dressed in a green gown, with a straw hat upon her 
head ? " " God bless you, master," said the beggar, "I am 
so blind that I can see nothing ; I ham been blind these 
t11enty years, and they call me poor old blind Richard." 

Though this poor man 11as such an object of charity and 
compassion, yet the little Boy determined as usual, to play 
him some trick; and, as he "\Yas a great liar and hypocrite, 
he spoke to him thus : " Poor old Richard! I am sorry for 
you with all my heart; I am just eating my breakfast, and 
if you will sit clown by me, I will give you part, and feed 
you myself." "Thank you with all my heart," said tho 
poor man; "and if you 11ill girn mo your hand, I 1Yill sit 
by you with great pleasm·e, my dear, good little master ! " 
The little Boy then gave him his hand, and, pretenclin~ to 
direct him, guided him to sit clo-m1 ju a large heap of wet 
mud that lay by tho road side. "There," said ho, "nmr 
you are nicely sea.tecl, and I ,Yill feed you." So, taking a 
little in his fingers, he "·as going to put it into the blind 
man's mouth; but the man, w·ho now perceired the trick 
that had been phyecl him, made a sudden snap at the boy's 
fingers, and getting them behrnen his teeth, bit them so 
severely, that. the little rascal roared out for mercy, and 
promised never more to be guilty of such 11ickedness. At 
last, after he had put him to ,ery se,ere pain, tho blind 
man consented to let him go, saying as he went, "Are yon 
not ashamed, you little scotmdi·el, to attempt to harm those 
who have never injured you, and to ,rnnt to aclcl to the 
sufferings of poor men 11ho arc already sufficie~tly miserable? 
Althoucrh you escape now, bo assured, that if you do not 
repent ~nd mend your manners, you will meet with a severe 
punishment for your bacl behaviour." 
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One would think, that this severe lesson would haYe 
cured the boy entirely of his mischie-rnus disposition; but 
unfortunately, nothing is so difficult to overcome as bad 
habits that have been long indulged. He had not gone 
far, before he saw a lame beggar who just made a shift to 
support himself by means of a couple of sticks. The beggar 
asked the little Boy to girn him something, and the little 
mischie-..-ous wretch, pulling out his sixpence, threw it down 
just before him, as if he intended to make him a present of 
it; but, while the poor man ,ms stooping with difficulty to 
pick it up, this ,ncked Boy knocked the stick away, so that 
the beggar fell clown upon his face; and then snatching up 
the sixpence, the Boy ran away, laughing ,ery heartily at 
the accident. 

This was the last trick this ungracious boy had it in his 
power to play ; for, seeing two men come up to the beggar, 
and enter into conrnrsation ,,ith him, he m1s afraid of being 
pursued, and therefore ran as fast as he ,yas able o-rnr several 
tields. At last he came into a lane "\\hi.ch led to a farmer's 
orchard, and as he ,,as preparing to clamber o-reT the fence, 
a large dog seized him by the leg, and held him fast. He 
cried out in an agony of terror, which brought out the 
farmer, ,-..-ho called the clog off, but seized the Boy -rery 
roughly, saying, "So! sir, you are caught at last, arc you? 
You thought you might come day after clay and steal my 
apples, without detection; but it seems you arc mistaken, 
and now you shall receiYe the punishment you have so long 
desened." The farmer then began to chastise him ,ery 
severely with a ,,,hip he had in his hand, and the Boy in 
,ain protested he 11as innocent, and begged for mercy. At 
last the farmer asked him ,-..-ho he was, and 11here he Ii-red; 
but when he heard his name, he cried out, "What, are you 
the little rascal that frightened my sheep this morning, so 
that se,eral of them are lost; and do you think to escape?" 
Saying this, he lashed him more seyerely foan before, in 
spite of all his cries and protestations. At length, thinking 
he had punished ~im enough, he turned him out of the 
orchard, bade him go home, and frighten sheep again if he 
liked the consequences. 
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The little Boy slunk away, crying rnry bitterly, for he 
had been very se--rnrely beaten; and noY, began to find. that 
no one can continue to hurt others with impunity; so he 
determined to go quietly home} and behave better for the 
future. 

But his sufferings were not yet at an encl, for, as he 
jumped dow-n from a stile, he felt himself ·rnry roughly 
seized ; and looking up, found that he ,-.;-as in the power of 
the lame beggar whom he hacl thrown upon his face. It 
was in vain that he cried, entreated, and beao-ed pardon; 
the man, who had been much hurt by his fall, thrashed hin: 
very severely with his stick, before he 1;rnuld part w·ith him. 
The boy now again went on, crying and roaring with pain, 
but at least expecting to escape without farther damage. 
He was mistaken, however; for walking slowly through a 
lane, he turned a corner and found himself in the middle 
of the very troop of boys he had used so ill in the morning. 
They all set up a shout as soon as they saw their enemy in 
their power without his clog, and began persecuting him in a 
thousand various ways. Some pulled him by the hair, others 
pinched him ; some whipped his legs 1--ith their hand
kerchiefs, '1hile others covered him with handfuls of dirt. 
In vain did he attempt to escape; they were still at his 
heels, and surrounding him on eYery side, continued their 
persecutions. At length, while he was in this disagreeable 
situation, he happened to come up to the same jackass he 
had seen in the morning ; and making a sudden spring, 
jumped upon his back, hoping thus to escape. The boys 
immediately renewed their shouts; and the ass, frightened 
at the noise, began galloping -with all bis might, and pre
sently bore hjs rider from the reach of his enemies. But 
the 1ll-n:1tuTecl Boy had little rellson to rejoice at this 
escape; for he found it impossible to stop the animal, and 
·was eYery instant afraid of being thrmYn off, and dashed 
upon the ground. After he had been thus hurried along a 
considerable tin1e, the ass on a sudden stopped short at 
the door of a cottage, and began kicking and prancing ,vith 
so much fury that the little Boy was thro,vn to the ground, 
and broke his leg in the fall. His cries immcdiate]y brought 



out tho farnilr, among whom was the ,ery little girl he had used so iU in the morning. But Rl1c, with the greatest good nature, seeing him in such a. pitiable situation, assisted in bringing him in, and laying him upon tbe bccl. There this unfortunate Boy had leisure to recollect himself, and reflect upon his o,,n b[lcl behaYiour, which in one day's time had exposed him to such a. variety of misfortunes; and be determined, ,,ith great sincerity, that, if eyer he recm creel from his accident. he Yrnulcl be as careful to take eYery opportunity of doing good, as he bad before been to perpe-tr:-ite every species of mischief. 
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,\Then tho story Y,as ended, Tommy saicl it was Yery sur
prising to see how differently tho two little boys farecl. 
Tho one little boy ,-ras good-natured; and therefore e-rer_\·
thing he met became his friend, and assi ·tecl him iu 
return; the other, Yrho ,-ras ill-natured, made cYcrything 
his enemy, and therefore he met with nothing but misfor
tunes ancl Yexations, and nobody seemed to feel any com
passion for him, e:s:cepting the poor little girl i.hat assi~tcd 
him at la::;t: which was w1-v kind indeed of her. considerino-. • , 0 bow ill she hacl been used. 

"That is -rery true indeed," said ::\Jr. Barlo"·; :, nobo,ly is 
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loved in this world, unless he loves others and does good to 
them; and nobody can tell but one time or other he may 
want the assistance of the meanest and lo11est, therefore eYery 
sensible man will behave \Yell to eYerything around him ; he 
will behave well, because it is bis duty to do it, because every 
benevolent person feels the greatest pleasure in doing good, 
and even because it is his own interest to make as many 
friends as possible. No one can tell, however secure his 
present situation may appear, how soon it may alter, and 
he may have occasion for the compassion of those who are 
now infinitely below him. I could shO\v you a story to 
that purpose ; but you have read enol~gh, and therefore you must now go out and take some exercise." 

"Oh! pray, sir," said Tommy "do let me hear the story; 
I think I could now read for e-vcr, without being tired." 
"No," said l\Ir. Barlow, "ernrything has its turn. To
morrow you shall read, but now Ti"G must \York in the 
garden." "Then pray, Sir," said Tommy, "ma,y I ask a 
favour of you?" "Surely," answered l\lr. Barlow; "if it 
is proper for you to ha-re, there is nothing can gi-ve me a 
greater pleasure than to grant it." " .. Why, then," saicl 
Tommy, "I ha--rn been thinking that a man should know 
how to do eyerything in th~ ,vorlcl." l\Ir. J3. Very right; 
the more knowledge he acquires the better. T. And there
fore Harry and I are going to build a house. l\lr. B. To 
build a house ? ,V ell, and have you laid in a sufficient 
quantity of bricks and. mortar? "No, no," said Tommy, 
smiling ; "Harry and I can build houses ·\',itlwut bricks 
and mortar." ]Ur. 13. ""\Y1iat are they to be made of then
cards? "Dear sir," ans,Yered Tommy, ,: do you think we 
are such little children as to want card houses? No; we 
arc going to build real houses, fit for people to hrn in. 
And then, you know, if eyer w·c should be thrown upon 
a desert coast, as the poor men were, ,rn shall be able 
to supply ourselves with necessaries, till some ship comes 
to take us away." l\Ir. 13. And if no ship should come, 
what then? T. Why then 'irn must stay there all our lives, 
1 am afraid. ]Hr. B. If you wish to prepare yoursehes for 
such an e,ent, you arc -very right, for nobody knows ,Ylmt 
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may happen to him in this world. "What is it, then, you 
want to make yom' house? '11. The first thing we want, 
sir, is wood, and a hatchet. l\Ir. B. Wood -rou shall have 
in plenty; but did you ernr use a hatchet? T. No sir. 
Iv.fr. B. Then I am afrn.id to let you have one, because it is 
a vei·y dangerous kind of tool ; and if you are not expert in 
the use of it, you may wound yourself severely. But if you 
will let me know what you want, I, who am stronger and 
more e:s:pert, will take the hatchet and cut do-wn the "TT""ood 
for you. "Thank you sir," said Tommy ; ,: you are very 
good indeed." And a,Yay Harry and he ran to the copse 
at the bottom of the garden. 

l\Ir. Barlow went to work, and presently, by Harry's 
direction, cut do,ni several poles a.bout as thick as a man's 
wrist, and about eight feet long; these he sharpened at the 
encl, that they might run into the ground; and so eager 
"TT""ere the two little boys at the business, that in a Yery short 
time they had transported all to the bottom of the garden; 
and Tommy entirely forgot he was a gentleman, and ,rnrkecl 
with the greatest eagerness. 

"Now," said :Mr. Barlo,v, ""·here mil you fix your 
house?" ,: J-Iere, I think," answ·ered Tommy, "just at the 
bottom of this hill, because it ,,ill be warm and sheltered." 

So Harry took the stakes, and began to thrust them into 
the ground, at a.bout the distance of a foot from each other, 
and in this manner be enclosed a piece of ground about 
ten feet long, and eight feet 11ide, leaving an opening in 
the middle, of three feet ,Yide, for a door . After this was 
done, they gathered up the brushwood that was cut oft~ 
and, by Harry's direction, they intenvo-re it beb--;-een the 
poles, in such a 11ay as to form a compact kind of fence. 
'11his labour, as may be imagined, took them some time; 
however, they worked at it very hard eYery clay, and e,·ery 
dav the work adrnnced; which filled Tommy's heart ,Yith 
so "much p1easure, that he thought himself the happiest little 
boy in the universe. 

But this employment did not make Tommy unmindful 
of the story which 1\-Ir. Barlow had promised him. It \'irlS 

to this effect :-
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THE GRATEFUL TUHK, 95 

THE STOEY OF TIIE O HATEFUL TURK. 

It is much to be lamented that different nations are 
so often engaged in bloody wars with each other ; and 
when they take any of their enemies prisoners, instead of 
using them well, and restoring them to liberty, they confine 
them in prisons, or sell them as slaves. The enmity 
that has often been between many of the Italian states, 
particularly the Venetians, and the Turks, is sufficiently 
kn01\·n. 

lt once happened, that a Venetian ship bad taken ma11y 
of tbc Turks prisoners, and, according to the barbarous 
customs I haxe mentioned, these unhappy men had been 
sold to different persons in the city. One of the slams 
liYed opposite to the house of a ri<.;h Veneti:m, 1Yho had 
an only son, of about the age of tYrn]ve years. It hap
pened that this little boy used frequently to stop as be 
passed near Ha.met (for that ,,as the name of the sla\·e), 
and gaze at him very attentiYely . Hamet, ,-.,-ho remarked 
in the face of the child the appearance of good -nature and 
compassion, always saluted him with the greatest courtesy, 
and testified the greatest pleasure in his company. At 
length the little boy took such a fancy to the sla-rn, that 
he would nsit him several times in tbe day, and take him 
such little presents as he had it in his power to make, and 
,--rbich he thought would be of use to his friend. 

But though Hamet seemed always to take delight in the 
innocent caresses of his little friend, yet the child could 
not help remarking that the Turk \Yas frequently extremely 
sorrowful; ar d he often surprised him on a sudden ,-rhen 
tears were t1.ckling do,Yn his face, a1thougb be did his 
utmost to conceal them. The little boy 1Yas at leugth so 
mud1 affected with the repetition of this sight, that he 
spoke of it to his father, and begged him, if Le had it in 
his po"·er, to make poor Hamct happy. The father, ,,.-ho was 
extremely fond of his son, and besides, had obsenec1 that 
he seldom requested anything ,Yhich was not generous and 
humane, determined to see the Tm·k himself, and talk to him . 
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Accordingly, he went to him the next day ; and, obser,incr 
him for some time in silence, was struck with the appear~ 
ance of mildness and honesty which his countenance indi
cated. At length, he said to him, "Are you that Hamet 
of whom my son is so fond, and of whose gentleness and 
courtesy I ha·rn so often heard him talk ? " " Yes," said 
the Turk, " I am that unfortunate Hamet, ";·ho have now 
been for three years a captive; during that time, your son 
is the only human being who seems to ha,e felt any com
passion for my sufferings; therefore, I must confess, he is 
the only object to which I am attached in this barbarous 
country; and night and morning I pray to that Power, who 
is equally the God of Turks and Christians, to grant him 
every blessing he deser,es, and to preserve him from aU 
the miseries I suffer." 

"Indeed, Hamet," said the :Merchant, "he is much 
obliged to you, although, from his present circumstances, he 
does not appear much exposed to clanger. But tell me-for 
I wish to do you good-in what can I assist you? l\Iy son 
informs me, that you are the prey of continual regret and 
sorrow." 

"Is it wonderful," answered the Turk, while a glow of 
generous indignation suddenly animated his countenance, 
" is it wonderful that I should pine in silence, and mourn 
my fate, who am bereft of the first and noblest present of 
nature-my liberty? " "And yet," answered the Vene
tian, " how many thousands of our nation do you retain in 
fetters ! " 

"I am not answerable," said the Turk, "for the cruelty of 
my countrymen, more than you are for the barbarity of 
yom'S. But as to myself, I ha,e never practised the in
human custom of enslaving my fellow·-creatures; I have 
never spoiled the Venetian merchants of their property 
to increase my riches; I have always respected the rights 
of na,ture, and therefore my fate is the more se-rere." H ere 
a tear started from his eye, and wetted his manly cheek ; 
instantly, howe·rnr, he reco1lectec1 himself, and folding his 
arms upon his bosom, and gently bowing his head, he added, 
" God is good ; and man must submit to Hifl decrees." 
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The Venetian was affected with this appearance of manly 

fortitude, and said-" Hamet, I pity your sufferings, and 
may perhaps be able to relie·rn them. What would you 
do to regain your liberty ? " " 1\That would I do ! " 
answered Hamet; "by the eternal :Majesty of Heaven, I 
would confront every pain and danger that can appal the 
heart of man!" " Nay," answered the 1\1:erchant, " you 
will not be exposed to a trial. The means of your deliver
ance are certain, provided your courage does not belie your 
appearance." "Name them! name them!" cried the im
patient Hamet; "place death before me in e-rery horrid shape-and if I shrink--" 

"Patience," answered the l\Ierchant, ",,e shall be ob
sened. But hear me attenti\-ely. I have in this city an 
frweterate foe, who has heaped upon me every injury which 
can most bitterly sting the heart of man. This man is as 
bruYe as he is haughty; and I must confess that the dre:ul 
of his strength and valour has hitherto deterred me from 
resenting his insults as they deserYe. Now, Hamet, your 
look, your form, your words, conYince mo that you ,rnrr 
horn for manly daring. Take this dagger; as soon as the 
~hades of night surround the city, I 1Yill myself conduct 
,rnn to ihe place, where :~ou may at once rewnge your friend, and regain your freedom." 

At this proposal, scorn and shame flashed from t1w 
kinclling eye of II arnet, and passion for a con::;iderab]e tim(• 
deprirncl him of the power of utterance; at length li e 
lifted his arm as high as his chains 1Yould permit, and cried, 
1Yith an indignant ,oice, "l\Iighty prophet! and are these 
tho wretches to whom you permit your faithful Yotaries to 
be enslaYed ! Go, base Christian, and ]mow that llamet 
would not stoop to the vile trade of an assassin for aJl the 
wealth of enice !-no ! not to purchase the freedom of all his race!" 

At these word~, i.hc ~Ierchnnt, without seeming much 
abashed, told him he was so1Tv ho had offended him; bnt 
that be thought fr •etlom hncl 'been clearct' i.o him than he 
found it ,ms. '· liowe,er," adclccl he, ns he turned his 
back, "you ,Yill reflect upon my proposal, aucl perhaps l,,y 

ll 



to-mor1.·ow you rnny change your mincl." Hame:t disdaiuccl to ans,-rer; nnd the l\Ierchaut went his wa-r. 
The next dny, ho"·eyer, he returned in company with his son, and mildly accosted Hamet thus: '- Tbe abruptness of the proposal I yesterday made you, might perhaps astonish you; but I mn now come to cliscourse ou the matter more calmly with you, and I doubt not, -when yo11 ham heard my reasons-"-

" Christian!" interrupted Hamet, with a seYere but composed countenance, " cease at length to insult the miserable with proposals more shocking than even these chains. If thy religion permit such acts as those, know that they arc execrable and abominable to the soul of eYery l\Iabometan; therefore, from this moment let us break off all farther intercom·se, and be strangers to each other.)) "No," nns,Yered the :Merchant, seizing the hand ol' Hnmet, ': let us from this moment be more closely linked than e-rer t Generous man, "·hose , irtues nrny at oner disarm and enlighten thy enemies t Jt'onclncss f'or my so11 first made me interested in thy fate; but from the moment that I saw thee yesterclay, I determined to set thee free : therefore, pardon me this unnecessary trial of thy Yirtue, wJ1ich has only raised thee higher in my esteem. J?rnncisco has a, soul Yl'bich is ns nrnrse to deeds of trcacl1cn· and blood, ns is the heart of Ilamet himself. From th{-:; moment, generous man, thou art free. Thy ransom is already paid, with no other obligation than that of remembering the afrection of this thy yotmg antl faithful friend; and perhaps, hereafter, when thou seest an unhappy Christian groaning in Turkish fetters, thy generosity may make thee think of Y enice." 
It is impossible to describe the ecstacies or the gratitude of Hamet at this unexpected deli,-erance. I "\"rill not attempt to repeat what ho said to his benefactors. I will only add, that he ,ms thnt day set free; and Francisco embarked him on board a ship w·hich was going to one of the Grecian islands,· took lea.yo of him with the greatest tenderness, and forced him to accept a purse of gold to pay his expenses. Nor 1Yas it without the greatest 
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regret that Hamet p~11'lcd from ]iis young friend, '\"vho~e 
(1i;:;interested kindness had thus produced his freedom. H0 
embraced him with an agony of tendemess, wept over him 
at pnrting, and prayed for eYery blesRing upon his head. 

_\.b out six months after i.hi ~ transaction, a sudden firC' 
burst forth in the bouse of this generous l\1erc1iant. Ji 
wns early in the morning, ,.._.hen sleep is the most prof'ouncl, 
and none of the family perceiYed the fire till almost tl1c 
"hole building was inYolYecl in flames. The aih•jghtecl 
i--enants had just time to waken the :i\Ierchant and hurry 
him clown stairs ; and the instant he 11as down, the stair-

rr 2 
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case itself gave way, and sank with a, horrid crash into the 
midst of the fire. 

But if Francisco congratulated himself for an instant 
upon his escape, it was only to abandon himself imme. 
cliately after to the deepest despair, when he found, upon 
inquiry, that his son, who slept in an upper apartment, bacl 
been neglected in the general t7nnult, and ,vas yet amidst 
the flames. No words can describe the father's agony. He 
would have rushed headlong into the fire, but was restrained 
by his servants; he then raved in an agony of grief, ancl 
offered half his fortune to the intrepid man w·ho would risk 
his life to sarn his child. As :Francisco was lmo,Yn to be 
immensely rich, several lad 1lers were in :m instant raised. 
and scrn1:al daring spirits, i.nc:itecl by tho vast rewan1; 
attempted the adventure; the violence of the ilames, how
ernr, "·hich bur.st forth at every window, together "·ith the 
ruins that fell on all sicles, drove them back ; and thr. 
unfortunate youth, who now appeared upon the battle
ments, stretching out his arms, and implori.11g aid, seemen 
to be destined to certain destruction. 

Tho unhappy fathe rno1v lost all consciousness, and sank 
<1°'--rn in a, state of insensibility; w·hen, in this dreadful 
moment of general suspense and agony, a. man rushed 
through tho opening crowd, mounted the tallci:it of tho 
la.elders, ·with an intrepidity that showed he was rcsolrnd 
to . ucceed or perish, and instantly disappeared. A sndcleu 
gust of smoke and flame burst forth immediateh· nftcr, 
which made the people imagine he was lost; when, on a. 
snclden, they beheld him emerge again with the child in his 
arms, and clc;:;cend the laclder "·ithout any material damage. 
A universal shout of applause now resouncled to the skies: 
a.ncl ,,;Jia.t words can give an adequate idea of the father' :-; 
foeliugs, when, un recovering his senses, he found his 
darling miraculously preserved, and safe w·ithin his arms? 

After the first effusions of his tenderness were oYer, he 
asked for his deliverer, and was shown a man of a, nolJle 
1tature, but dressed in mean attire, and wjth features so 
begrimed with smoke and filth, that it was impos~riblc to 
distinguish them. :Francisco, houever, accosted him \v tt.l i 
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courtesy, and, presenting him witb a purse of gold., begged 
he would accept of that for the present, and promised that, 
the ne:s:t day, he should receive to the utmost his promised 
re-,,ard. "No, generous :Merchant," ans"TT"ered the stranger, 
" I do not sell my blood." 

,. Gracious Heaycn ! " cried tho :Merchant ; "sure I 
should kno·y, that -roice ! It is-" "Yes," exclaimed the 
son_. thro,-ring himself into the arms of his deh-rnrer, " it is 
my Hamet ! " 
'It ,,,-as indeed Hamet ·who stood before them, in the same 

mcnn attire ,rbich ho had -.,rorn six months before, when 
iir:5l the generosity of the l\Ierch:mt had redeemed him from 
s]ayery. K othing could equal the astonishment and gra
titude of Francisco; but, as they \Yere then surrounded Ly 
a large concom·se of people, he desired Hamet to go ,ritli 
him to the house of one of his friends; and ,,,-hen they \Yero 
alone, he em braced him tenderly, and asked by what' e:xtra
urclinary chancs he had thus been ensla,ed a second time 
adding a kind of reproach for his not informing his friend~ 
of his capti-rit>-. 

"I bless God for that captivity," ans\Yered Hamei,, 
'· since it has given me an opportunity of showing that 1 
was not altogether undesening of yom· kindness, and of 
prcscn·ing the life of that dear youth, ,vhich I yalue a 
thousand times beyond my own. But it is now fit that 
my generous patron should be informed of the whole truth. 
Know then, that \Yhen the unfortunate Hamet was takeu 
by your galleys, his aged father shared his captiYity ; it \Yas 
his fate ,,,-hid1 so often made me shed those tears ·which 
first attracted the notice of your son; and when your 
unexampled bounty had set me free, I flew to find the 
Christian 1Yho ha<l pm·chased him. I represented to hi1:1 
~hat I ,ms >·01mg and Yigorous, "hile he 11as aged ancl 
mfirm. I added, too, the gold which I had received from 
your bounty-in a 1Yorcl, I preYailecl upon the Christian 
to send back my father in that ship ,Yhich "\Yas intended for 
n:e, ,Yithout acquainting him ,Yith the means of his freedom; 
smce that time I hayc staid here to discharge the debt of 
nature and gratitude, a w·illing slave--:' 
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At this part of the story, Harry, who had with difficulty 
restrained himself before, burst into such a fit of crying, 
nnd Tommy himself was so much affected, that l\fr. Barlow 
told them they had better leave off for the present, and 
go to some other employment. They therefore went 
into their garden to work again at their house; but 
found, to their unspeakable regret, that, during their 
nbsence, an accident had happened, \\~hich had cntirel;' 
destroyed all their labours. A violent storm of ,.-ind and 
rain ]{ad risen that morning, which, blowing full agaiust 
the "TT""alls of their newly-constructed house, bacl lerelled it 
with the ground. Tommy could scarce] ,r refrain from 
crying when he saw the ruins lying aroLmd; but Harry: 
,Yho bore the loss ,,ith more composure, tolcl him not io 
mind it, for it could be easily repaired, ancl they would 
build the house stronger the next time. 

Harry then went up to the spot, and after C.\.amining it 
some time, told Tommy that he believed he had found out 
the reason of their misfortune. " What is it?" said 
Tommy. "Why," said Harry, "it is only because ,rn did 
not drirn these stakes, which are to bear the whole weight 
of our house, far enough into the ground; and therefore, 
when the wind blew against the flat side of it ,,ith so much 
, iolence, it could not resist. And now I remember to ha,c 
seen the workmen, when they begin a building, dig to a 
considerable depth in the ground, to lay tho foundation 
fast; and I should think that if we clro.-o these sta.kos a 
great way into the ground, it would produce the same 
effect, and we should have nothing to feal' fro111 any future 
storms." 

l\Ir. Barlow then came into the garden, and the hrn 
boys showed him their misfortune, and asked him ·whether 
he did not think that drivmg the stakes further in would 
prc-rnnt such an accident for the future? I\Ir. Barlow told 
them be thought it Yrnuld; and that, as they were too 
short to reach to tho top of the stakes, ho ,,oulcl assist 
them. He tiien went and brought a wooden mallet, ,rii.b 
which he struck tho tops of the stakes, and droye them so 
fast into the ground; that there was no longer any danger 
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Gi their being shaken by the weather. Harry and Tommy 
then applied themselves "·ith so much assiduity to their 
v,,'ork, that in a ,ery short time they had repaired a.11 th.c 
dr:.mage, and ad,:mced it as far as it had been before . 

The next thing that was necessary to be done, was 
putting on a roof ; for hitherto they had constructed 
nothing but the 1Yalls. For this purpose they took several 
other long poles, which they had laid across their building 
where it W8S most narrO"\Y; ::rnd upon these placed stra,Y in 
considerable quantities, so that they now imagined they had 
constructed a honse that 11ould comp1ctely scrceu them 
f'rom the wcatl1cr. But ju this, unfortunntcl)·, they ,wrc 
:tgain mistaken ; fot· a Yer;· ,,-iolcnt shm;-er of rain coming 
jt1st as they hnd finished their building, they took sbclter 
in their house, and remarked for some time, ,vith great 
pleasure, bm;- dry and comfortable it kept them; but at 
last, the straw tbat covered it being completely soaked 
through, and the water having no vent to run off, by reason 
of the flatness of the roof, the rain began to penetrate in 
considerable quantities. 

For some time Harr:' and Tommy bore the incon,enience; 
but it increased so much, that they 11ere soon obliged to 
leaYe the buildrng, and seek for other shelter. They began 
ngain to consider the affair of the house; and Tommy said 
that they surely bacl not put stem, enough upon it. "X o," 
"ai cl Ilany; :, I think that cannot be the reason ; I rather 
j~nagine that it must be m,ing to our roof lying so flat; for 
; h::rrn obscnecl that all houses I haYc ever seen, baYe their 
roofs in a shehing posture, so that the wet continually runs 
off from them, and falls to the ground; whereas ours, being 
<1nite flat, detained almost all the rain that fell npon it, 
,rhich must necessarily soak deeper and deeper into the 
straw, till it penetrated quite through." 

They therefore agreed to remedy this defect; and for 
this purpose they took sm cral poies of an equal length, 
one end of which thev fastened to tho sJde of the house, 
and lei the other bYO ends meet in the rniclcllc ; thus they 
fo1?n~d a roof c:s:actly like those ,rn commonly sre u1~on 
buiJd111gs; I hcv also took several poles, which they hod 
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across the others, to keep them firm in their places, and 
girn the roof additional strength; and, lastly, they covered 
the whole with straw or thatch; and for fear the thatch 
should be blown away, they stuck sernral pegs in different 
places, and put small pieces of stick crosswise from peg to 
peg, to keep the straw in its place. "\Vhen this ,.-ms done, 
they found they had a ,ery tolerable house; only the sides, being formed of brush,;rnod alone, did not sufficiently 
exclude the wind. To remedy this incon,enience, Harry, ,,ho was chief architect, procm'ed some clay, and mixing it 
up with water to render it sufficiently soft, he daubed it 
all o,er the walls, both within and without, which excluded 
the wind and rendered the house much warmer than before. 

Some time had nm-v elapsed since the seeds of the ,Yheat 
,rnrc sown. and they began to shoot so Yigorously, that the 
Made of the corn appeared green aboyc the ground, and 
increased e,ery day in strength. ~l1ommy ,rnnt to look at 
it e,ery morning. and remarked its gradual increase ,,ith 
the greatest satisfaction. "X ow." said he to Ilarry, "I 
i hink we should soon be able to li \·e, if \Ye ,,ere upon a 
desert island. Here is a house to shelter us from the 
weather, ancl we shall soon have some corn for foocl." "Yes," ansy1·ercd Ilarry; "but there are a great many things still ,rnnting to enable us to make bread." 

l\Ir. Barlow had a ,ery large garden, and an orchard full 
of the finest fruit trees; ~md he had another piece of gTOuncl ,,here he used to so,-.;- seeds in order to raise trees; and 
then they were carefolly planted out in beds, till they were 
big enough to be moved into the orchard, and 1Jrodu<.:e fruit. Tommy had often eaten of the fruit of the orchard, and thought it delicious; and this led him to think that it ,-rou]d be a, great improvement to their house, if he had a 
fmy trees that he might set near it, and which ,vould 
shelter it from the sun, aucl hereafter produce fruit; so he 
becrned i\Ir. Badow to girn him a couple of trees, and l\Ir. 
Ba~,Jow tolcl him to go into the nurner.r and take his choice. 
Accorclingly ':1.1omrny ,,·ent, and chose ?ut t:,o of the 
strongest-looking trees he could find, -n·lnch, with Ifarry'::; 
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assi::;tauce, he tra,usplanted into the garden in the following 
manner. They both took their spades, and very carefully 
dL1g the trees up without injuring their roots; then they 
dug t,yo brge holes in the place where they chose the trees 
should stand, and very carefully broke the earth to pieces, 
that it might lie lightly on the roots; then the tree wa::; 
placed in the middle of tho hole, and Tommy held it upright, 
,,-hilc Harry gently threw the earth over tbe roots, which 
ho trod down with his feet, in order to cover them well. 
Lastly, he stuck a large stake in the ground, and tied the 
tree to it, for fear that the ,Yintry wind might injure it, or 
perhaps entirely blow it out of the ground. 

Nor did they encl their labours here . ~I.'here was a little 
spring of water, which burst forth from the upper ground 
in the garden, and ran down the side of the hill in a sma1l 
Htream. Harry and Tommy laboured Ycry hard for several 
clays to form a new cbanncl, to lead the ,-rater near the 
roots of their trees, for it happened. to be hot and dry 
weather, and they feared their trees might perish for want 
of moisture. 
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l\Ir. Barlow saw them employed in this manner ,,ith the 
_!,reatest satisfaction. Re told them tha( iu many parts of 
the world, the ex.cessfre heat burnecl up the ground so 
much that nothing v.-ould grow, unless the soil was watered 
in that manner. "There is," said he, "a country in par
ticular, called Egypt, whjcl1 is natura1ly watered in the 
followinr:s remnrkable rnmrncr :-There is a great rfrer called 
the Sile, which flo,,rn through the whole extent of the 
eountry; the rirnr, at a particular time of the yem·, be_gins 
t:o o,erfio"TI" its banks, and, as the whole country is ilat, 
t11e ?\i1e Yer_,- soc.,u co,ers nll the ground ,.,·ith its water:-. 
These waters remain in this situabon sew:·al weeks, before 
1 lier ham enbrc]r drained off; :.md "lic11 that happen~. 
they lea-ve the soil so rich that eYer,r thini~ that is plan ice! 
in it flourishes . and produces with the grcaicst abundance.·' 

.: Is not that tho countr:Y, sir," said Harrr, "Yrhere that 
rruel animal the crocodile i;; fmmcl ?" .. Yes,·' answered 
)fr. Barlm,-. " '\Vhat is that, sir r" said Tonmn-. ,: Jt is 
an animal;' ::mswered l\Ir. Barlow, " t1iat li-rns sometimes 
upon the land, sometimes in the w·ater. It comes originally 
from an egg, which the old one lays, and buries in the sand. 
The heat of the sun then warms it during sc,cral days, aud 
at last a, youug crocodile is hatched. This animal is at 
Hrst ,cry small; it has a. long- body and four short leg.-;) 
,,hich serve it both to walk with upon the land and to 
mvim with in the watcr:-1. It has, besides, a, lon_g fail; 0r 
rather the body is extremely long, and gradually gram; 
thinner, till it ends in a point. Its shape is exactly liko 
that of a lizard; but as it grmrn older, it gradually becomes 
bigger, till at last, as I haYe been informed, it reaches the 
length of twenty or thirty feet .:' "That is Yery large,·' 
!-rticl 1'omm,-; ,: aucl docs it do any harm r" "Y cs," said 
:\Ir. J3ar1o"~; "it is a YelT YOracious animal, and cleYours 
cYerytlting it can seize . 'rt frequently comes out of tbe 
water, and liYes upon the shore, Yrhere it resembles a, large 
loo· of wood; and if any animal unguardedly comes near, it 
sn~ps at it on a, snclc.len, and, if it can catch tbe poor 
creature, dc-r011rs it." T. And docs it nc-rcr dcYour men? 
nfr. n. Somehmcs, if it sm·1n·1 --es them i but those w110 



:u·0 acl;ustomecl to meet with crocodiles frequently, easily escape. They run ronucl in a circle, or turn short on n sudden, so that the animal is left far behind; lJecause, althou~h he can run tolerably fast in a straight line, the great length of his body prevents him from turning with ease. T. This must be a very dreadful animal to meet \fith. Is it possible for a man to defend himself against it P l\Jr. R. E-rnrything is possible to those who have courage and coolness; therefore nmny of the inhabitants of those countries carry long spears in their hands, in order to defend themselves from those animals. Tho crocodile opens his -nride voracious jaws to devour the man; but the m'ln takes this opportunity, and thrusts the point of his spear into the creature's mouth, and manages generally to kill it upon the spot. Nay, I have even heard tbat some "'ill carry their hardiness so far as to go into tbe water, in Ol'der to fight the crocodile there. Tbey take a Jarge splinter of wood, about a. foot in length, strong in tho middle, and sharpened at both ends; to this they tic a Jong and tough cord. The man ·who intends to fight the crocodile takes this piece of wood in his right hand, and goes into tbe river, ,Yherc he wades about till one of these rrcatnrcs 11crrri,·cs him. As soon as 1.hat happens, th~ 
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crocodile comes up to him to seize him, extending a pair of horrid jaws, armed ,nth several rows of pointed teeth; but the man, with the greatest intrepidit.Y, Yrnits for his enemy, and tho instant the crocodile approaches, thrusts his hand, armed with tho splinter of wood, inio his terrible mouth, which the creature closes directly: and thus forces the sharp points into each of his jaws, where they stick fast. He is theu incapable of doing Ji arm, and they pull him to the shore b,· the co··d. :. Pray. sir." said Tommy, '· is this dreadfol a{tii,ial capable of being 'tamed?" ·' Tes.·' answered ::.\fr. Barlow; "I belie-re, as I h~rrn before told you, there i::; scal'ccl_y any animal that may not be rendered mild ancl inoffensirn by good usage. In se·rnral parts of E~ypt tame crocodiles are kept ; these animals, though of the largest size, nm·er do harm to anything, but sutler e-rerr one to approach them. and ewn little children to play about tbem, and ride securcl_\- upon their enormous back:; ." 
This account interested Tommy wry much. lie thankecl ::_\fr_ Barlow for giving him this description of the croGodile: nntl said he shon.lcl like to see ernrv animal in the world. ·· Tliat," ans,,ered ::.\Ir. Barlo"·, '· will be extremely clillicult, a· almost eyery country produces some kind which is not fonnd in other parts of the world; but if you will be coufontcd to read the descriptions of them ,Yhich ha:rn been written, you nrny easily gratify your curiosity." 

CHAPTER VII. 
Tu1I:\lT ..\.::'ID 111;: r..\.IC\lER's WIFE-TO1L\IY

0

S GESEROSTn.·-coxcLt"SIOX OJ! TIIE STulff OF TlIE GRATEFC"L TUHK-..\. T.-\.LK ..\.DOL"T ..\.XIM..\.LS. 

Tr happened, about this time, thnt Tommy nncl IIarl'r ro.;e early one morning-, nncl went to take a long· walk befol'°e breakfa~t, as they used frequent] _\- to do; the_y rambled so far, thnt at last they both found thcnrelYcs i.ircJ, and sat clo,,·n under a, hecl~e i.o rest. ,"\~hilc they were here) a Yery clean and decenth- clrc:-osecl woman lla ·sod by, and seeincr . . ~ two litile hn~·s ,sitting by themselves; stopped to look ,11; 
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them. After considering them attentively; she said, "You seem, my little dears, to be either tired, or to have lost your way." "No, madam," said Harry, "we have not lost our way, but we have walked farther than usual this morning, and we wait here a little while to rest ourselves." "Well," said the w-oman, "if you will come into my little house, that you see a few yards farther on, you may sit more comfortably; and as my daughter has by this time milked the CO\YS, she shall give you a mess of bread and milk." 

Tommy, ,,ho w-as by this time extremely hungry as ,,TH as tired, told Harry that he should like to accept the good woman's invitation; so they both follO\rcd her to a small lrnt clean-looking farm house, which stood at a little distance. ll ere they entered a -very clean kitchen, furnished ,rith , ery plain but c01wcnient furniture, and were asked to siL clown by a warm and comfortable fire, rnacle of turf. Tommy, who had ne,er seen such a fire, could not help inquiring about it. The good woman told him that poor people like• herself ,rcrc unable to purchase coals; "therefore," said she, "we go and pare the surface of the common, which is foll of grass, and heath, and other plants, with their roots all matted together; these ,-re dry in small pieces by leaviug them exposed to the summer's sun, and then we bring them home, and put them under the cover of a shed and use them. for our fires." "But," said Tommy, "I should think you would hardly ham fire enough by these means to dress your dinner; for I have by accident been in my father's kitchen "·hen they w-erc cookiug the dinner, and I saw a fire that blazed up to the Yery top of the chimney." The poor woman smiled at this, and said, "Your father, I suppoEc, master, is some rich man w·ho has a great dinner to dress, but w-c poor people must be more easily contented." ",Vhy," said Tommy, "you must at least want to roast meat every day." "No," said the poor woman, ",ve seldom see roast beef in our house, but w-c are very well contented if w-e can have a bit of fat pork every day, ·boiled in a. pot with turnips; nnd we bless God that ,ve fare so ,-rcll, for lhcre arc many l)Oor souls, who arc as goocl as we, i.hnt ,·:m scarcely get a, morsel of dr! hrrncl." 
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While they were conversing in this manner, n, clean little 
15irl came and brought Tommy an ea.rthern porringer full of 
new milk, 11ith n, large slice of brown bread. Tommy took 
jt, and ate with so good n, relish, that he thought ho had nernr made n, better breakfast in his life . 

When Hurry and ho had eaten their brca.kfo:;t, Tommy 
found it was time they should return home; so he th:mkecl 
i. he good ,,oman for her kindness, and, puttiug his hand 
into his pocket, pulled ont a shilling, which he a:-:kccl her i.u 
accept. "No, Goel bless you, my little clear!:, said tlw 
,rnman, "I will not take a farthing of yon for the world. 
Though my husband and I arc poor, yet we :1ro nblo to gi'1 a living by our labour, and to giro a mess of rni]k ion 1.rnrrll 1· -,,·ithout hurting ourselYes. ·, 

~I.1omm_y thanked her ngain, ancl 1Yns just goiug :rn ny, 
when a couple of surJy-look.iog men came in, ancl askecl t11 c 
\\·omn.n "if her name was Tosset ?" ' · Yes it is," said thC' 
"·oman ; "I haYe nernr been ashamed of it." ,: ,Yhy, thc11,'' 
said one of tho men, pulling a paper out of hit:i · pockd, 
·· here is :m execution against ~-ou, on tho part of ::\lr. 
Hi chard Gruff; ancl if your husband docs not in~tnntly 
discharge tho clebt, ,vith inicrcst and nll costs, mnouni.ing 
altogether to the sum of thirty-nine pounds ten shillings. 
\\·o shall fake an iiffcntory of all yon haYc, and proceed to 
seJl it by auction for the disc:hnrgc of tho clebL" 

" Indeed," said the poor woman, looking a Ji it-lo confuse cl ; 
"tliis must certainly be a. mii..;ta]\.e, for I neYer heard of ::.\f1·. 
Richard Gruff in all my life, nor do I beJiorn that my 
husband owes n, farthing in the ,rnrld, unless to his landlord; 
and I know that ho has aJmost made up 1ialf a year':-; rcut 
for him; so that I do not 1.hink ho would go to 1.roul>le ~ 
poor man." "Ko, no, mistress," said tho man, shaking his 
hea.d, "we know our business too 1'ell to make tht se kind 
of mistakes; but when your husband comes in, we'll tall: 
with him; in i he meantime we must go on with our invcutol',v. ,: 

The two men then ,vent into tho next room, and i1111nc
diate]y after, n, stout, comclr-looking man, about forty years 
of age came in, with n, good-humoured countenance, and 
asked if his breakfast was rrady? "Oh ! my poor ck:1:-
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·William," said the woman, '· here i::i a ;:;a<l. breakfast ivr you; but I think it cannot be true that you owe anything-so what the fellows told me must be false abont Richard Gruff." At this name the man started, and his countenance, which ,ms before ruddy, became pale as a, sheet. "Surely," said the woman, "it cannot be true, that you O"\Ye forty pounds to Richard Gruff?" "Indeed," ans1'·erecl the man, "I do not know tho exact sum; but when your brothe1· Peter failed, and his creditors seized all that l1e had, this Riclrnrcl Gruff was going to send him to jail, had not I agreed to be surety for him, which enabled him to go to sea, He indeed promised to remit his wages to mt', to pre-vent my gettmg 
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into any trouble upon that account; but you know it is now 
three years since he went, a.nd in all that time we ham 
heard nothing about him." "Then,,, said the woman, 
bursting into tears, "you, and all your poor dear children 
a.re ruined for my ungrateful brother; for here are two 
bailiffs in the house, who are come to take possession of all 
vou ha-ve, and to sell it.:' 
· At this the man's face became red as scarlet; and seizing 
an old sword which h1:Ug over the chimney, he cried out, 
"No, it shall not be, I will die first; I will make these 
Yillains know ,--drni" it is to make honest men desperate." 
Ile then drew the sword, and ,ms going out in a fit of 
madness, which might haxe proYecl fatal either to himself or 
to the bailiffs, but his ,,ife flung herself upon her knees 
before him, and catching hold of his legs, be~ought him to 
lJe more composed. " Oh! for Heaven's sake, my dear, 
clear husband/' said she, "consider ,,hat you are doing! 
You can do neither me nor yom· children any good by this 
Yiolence ; instead of that, if you kill either of these men, 
will it not be murder? and sl1ould we not be a thousand 
times worse off than ,,,-e arc at present?'; 

This remonstrance seemed to hi-n-c some effect upon t hf' 
farmer; his d.1ilclre11, too, although too yom1g to uncler::;tand 
the cause of all this confo::;ion, gathered rom1cl him, and 
hung about him, sobbing in concert "·ith their mother. 
Little Ilarry, too, although a stranger to the poor man 
before, yet with the tenderest spnpathy took him by the 
hand, ancl bathed it with his tears. At length, softened 
and ornrcome by the s01To,,s of those he lorncl so well, and 
by his own cooler reflection·, he resigned the fatal instru
ment, and sat dol)]l upon a chair, coi,-ering his face ,nth 
his _hands, and only saying, " The will of Goel be clone . ;) 

Tommy ha.cl beheld this affecting scene ,nth the greatest 
attention, although he had not saicl a, ·word; and now, 
beckoning Harry away, he 'i\·ent silently out of the bouse, 
and took the road which lecl to ::'.\Ir. Barlow's. 1\Thile he 
was on the way, he seemed to be so full of the scene which 
he had just w'it-nessea: that he did not open his lips; but 
when he came home, he instantly went to :i\Ir. Barlow, and 
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requested to be sent home to his father's. l\fr. Barlow 
stared at the request, and. asked him what was the occasion 
of his being so suddenly tired with his residence at the 
vicamge ? "Sir," answered Tommy, "I am not the least 
tired, I assure you; you ham been extremely kind to me, 
and I shall always remember it with the greatest gratitude; 
but I want to see my father immediately, and I a,m sure, 
when you come to know the occasion, you will not disapproYe 
of it." l\Ir. Barlow did not press him any farther, but 
ordered a careful serrnnt to saddle a horse directly, and 
take Tommy home before him. 

:IYfr. and l\'Irs. JUerton ·were extremely surprised and 
ove1joyed at the sight of their son, ·who thus unexpectedly 
arrived at home; but Tommy, whose mind was full of the 
project he had formed, as soon as he had answered their first 
questions, accosted his father thus: "Pray, sir, will you be 
angry with me, if I ask you a great favom·?" " No, 
smely," said l\Ir. l\i[erton, "that I will not." "Why then," 
said 'l1ommy, "as I have often heard you say that you \Vere 
rnry rich, and that, if I was good, I should be rich too, ,Yill 
you give me some money?" "Money!" said l\fr. l\Ierton, 
"yes to be sure; how much do you want?" "Why, sir," 
said Tommy, "I want a very large sum indeed." "Perhaps 
,1 guinea," answered l\fr. Merton. TOMMY. No, sir, a great 
deal more, a great many guineas. JYIR. MERTON. Let us 
see, however. T. Why, sfr, I ,,ant at least forty pounds. 
"l\Icrcy on the boy l ' el.:claimed Mrs. Merton; "surely 
:i.\Ir, Barlow must h?ve taught him to be ten times more 
extravagant than he was before. T. Indeed, madam, l\fr. 
Barlow knows nothjng about the matter. "But," said l\Ir. 
l\Ierton, "what ca11 such an urchin as you want with such a 
large sum of money?" 1

' Sir." answered Tommy, "that is 
a secret ; but I am snre, when you come to hear it, you ,Yill 
approve of the use I inte11d tc make of it." :IY.Ir. J.vI. That 
I very much doubt. '11. l:ut; sir, if you. please, you may let 
me have this money, and :\ will pay you again by degrees. Air. 1\1. H?w will you eve1 be able to pay me such a sum? 
I. "\Vhy, sn·, you know you are so kind as frequently to 
gl\ c me new clothes and pocket money; novi', if you ,Yill 

1 
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only let me Lam this monc.r, I ,,_ill neither want new clothes, nor nnything else, till you 1mm made it up. l\Ir. !►I. But what can such n, child as you want w·ith all this money? T. Pra.,·, sir, wait n fmy clays, and you shall know ; and if I nrnke n, bad use of it, nernr believ-e me again as long as I liw." 1'.Ir. l\Icrton.was extremely struck ,-:ith the earnestness with which his son persc,·ered in his request; and, as he m1s at once rich and liberal, he cletcrminecl to hazard tho ('spcriment, ancl complx, He accordingly went and fetched Tommy the money he asked for, and put it into his hand::;; tel1ing him at the snme time, that he expected to be 'lcquaintecl with the use to " ·hich it wns put; and that if J1e "·as not satisfied w·ith t!Je rrccount, he ,rnuhl neYer trm,t him fl'..~·ain . Tommy appeared in cc::;Lacics at i. hr confidem:e reposed in him, and, after thanking hi:::; father for his extraordinary goodness, he a:::;ked learn i.o go bal'k ngain "·ith i\Ir. Barlo,Y's serrnnt. 
'\\rhen ho arriwd at l\lr. Barlo,r'::;, hi:::; first proeeec.liug 

11 a~ to ask Han·,r to accompany him again to the fm·mrr'::; house. 'Jhilber the bYo little bo,rs went with the greatest expedition ; and, on entering the house, found the 1mhapp.\· family in the same situa-tion as before. But ~I.1ommy, who hnd hitherto suppressed his feelings, finding himself now enabled to execute the project he had formed, ,rnnt up to the good woman of the house, who sat sobbing in a corner of the room, ancl taking her gently by the hand, said, "l\Iy good woman, you ,...-ere very kind to me in the morning, and therefore I am determined to be kind to you in retm·n." '· Goel bless you, my little mnster," said the woman, "you arc Yery welcome to what you had; but you are not able to do anything to relieve om· distress ." "How do yon know that?" said Tommy, "perhaps I can do more for you than you imagine." "Alas!" answered the womau, .; l helie, o you would do all you could; but all our good::; ,rill I ,e seized and sold unless we can immediately raise the sum of forty pounds; and that is impossible, f'or we hn,rn no earthly friend to assist us; therefore my poor babes and I must soon be turned out of doon1, and Goel alone can keep them from starring." 



Tommy's little heart ,Yas too mucll affected to keep the 
,,·oman longer in suspense ; therefore, pulling out his bag 
of money, he poured it into her lap, saying, "Here my good 
woman, take this, and pay your debts, and God bless you 
and your children! " 

It is impossible to express the sm'prise of the poor woman 
at tho sight. She stared ,,ildly round her, a,nd upon her 
little benefactor, and clasping her hands together in an 
agony of gratitude and feeling, she fell back in her chai,_• 
with a kind of conYulsiYe motion. Her husband, who 11as 
in tho ne:s:t room, seeing her in this condition, ran up to her, 
and catching her in his arms, asked her with the greatest 
tenderness, what was the matter ; but she, springing on a 
sudden from his embraces, threw herself upon her lrnccs 
~efore the little boy, sobbing and blessing him with a broken, 
n~arbculatc voice, embracint'; his knees and kissing his feet . 
Ttt') 1n,sband, "·ho did nrit know ,Yhat ha.cl happened 
imagined that his ,Yife had lost her senses; and the little 
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children, who had before been skulking about the room, ran 
up to their mother, pulling her by the go,vn and hiding 
their faces in her bosom. But the ,vonum, at the sight of 
them, seemed to recollect herself, and cried out, " Poor 
ereatm·es, who must all have been starrnd without the 
assistance of this little angel, 1Yhy do you not join with me, 
in thanking him?;' At this the husband said, "Surely 
:i.\Iary, you must have lost your senses. What can this 
young gentleman clo for us?" "Oh! William," said the 
woman, "I am not nuul: though I may appear so ; but look 
here, William, look what ProYidence has sent us by the 
hands of this little angel, and then wonder that I should be 
wild." Saying this, she held up the moner, and at the 
sight her husband looked as wild anc.1 a:::;tonishecl as she. 
J3ut Tommy ,vent up to the man, and taking him by the 
hand, said, .: :i.\ly good friend you are Yery ,rnlcome to this; 
I freely give it you, and I hope it ,,ill enable you to pay 
"\\·hat you owe, and to preserrn these poor little children." 
But the man, who had before appeared to bear his misfor
hmes with silent dignity, nmy burst into tears and sobbed 
like his wife and children; and Tommy, who began to be 
pained with this ex.ctss of gratitude, went silently out of 
tho house, followed by Harry-and before the poor family 
perceived ,vhat was become of him, ,ms out of sight. 

\Vhen he came back to l\Ir. Barlow's, that gent]eman 
received him with the greatest affection; and when he had 
inquired after the health of l\Ir. and l\Irs. l\Ierton asked 
Tommy whether he forgotten the story of the grateful Turk? 
Tommy told hun he had not, and should now be very glad 
to hear the. remainder, which l\Ir. Barlow gave him to read. It was as follows:-

CONTINUATION OF THE IIISTORT OF TIIE GilA.TErUL 
TURK. 

\Vhen Hamet had thus flnisbecl his story, the Venetian 
,ms astonished at the virtue and elerntion of his mind, 
and, after saying eYerything tbat gratitude and admirntion 
wggested, he concluded by pressing the Turk to accept 
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the half of his fortune, and to settle in Venice for the 
remainder of his life. This offer Hamet refused with the 
greatest respect, but with a generous disdain ; and told his 
friend that, in what he had done, he had only discharged a 
debt of gratitude and friendship. "You were," said he, "my 
generous benefactor ; you had a claim upon my life by the 
benefit you had already conferred ; that life would have 
been well bestowed had it been lost in your service; but 
since Providence had othenvise decreed,· it is a sufficient 
recompense to me to have proved that Hamet is not un
grateful, and to hiwe been instrumental in the preser·rntion 
of your happiness." 

But though the disinterestedness of Ha.met made him 
underrate his own exertions, the 1\forchant could not 
remain contented, \Yithout sho,Ying his gratitude by all the 
means in his power. He therefore once more purchased 
the freedom of Hamet, and freighted a ship on purpose to 
send him back to his o,yn country; he and his son 
then embraced their preserver with all the affection that 
gratitude could inspire, ancl 1J::1de him, as they thought, an 
eternal adieu. 

1\fany years elapsed since the departure of Hamet into 
his own country, without their seeing him, or receiving 
any intelligence from him. In the meantime, the young 
Francisco, the son of the 1\1erchant, grew up to manhood; 
and as he had acquired every accomplishment which tends 
to impro,e the mind or form the manners, added to 
an excellent disposition, he was generally beloved ancl 
esteemed. 

It happened about this time that some business made it 
necessary for the young Fr::mcisco and his father to go to a 
neighbouring maritime city; and as they thought a passage 
by sea would be more expeditious, they both embarked in 
a Venetian vessel, which ,Yas on the point of sailing. They 
set sail with favourable ,Yinds, and every appearance of a 
happy passage; but they had not proceeded more than 
half their intended ·rnyage, before a 'l'urkish corsair (a ship 
purposely fitted out for war) '\ms seen bearing clown upon 
them; and as the enemy exceeded them mucb in swiftuc:ls. 



118 
S.LN.D.FOirn .A.::-i'D MERTOS. 

they soon found it was impossible to escape. The majority of the crew belonging to the Venetian Yessel were struck mth consternation; but tho yotmg Francisco, ili·awing his sword, reproached his comrades -with their cowardice, and so effectually encouraged them, that they determined io defend their liberty by a, desperate resistance. The Turkish rnssel now approached them in awful silence; but in· an instant the c.lreaclful noise of the artillery ·was heard, and the hen.yens ,,ere obscured with smoke, jntermixed with transitory :flashes of fire. Three rimes did the Tm·ks leap with horrid shouts upon the deck of the Venetian -ressel, and 
1 hree times were they driren back by the de3pernte resistance of the crew, headed b,v young .Francisco. At length rho slaughter among the Tlll'ks -was so great, that thcv seemed dispo:secl rn cliscontinne the fight, and ,-rerc actuall~, ,;; heering off. Tho Y enetians beheld the flight of their enemies with the greatest joy, and were congratulating each othel' upon their•own successful valour and merited escape: "·hen hrn more ships on n, sudden appeured rn sight, bearing clown upon them before the wind, with incredible swiftness. Emry heart was now chilled TI"ith new terrors, when, on the nearer approach of these ships, the Venetians discornred the fatal ensigns of their enemies, and lrnmv that there 1Ya:; no lono-er any possibility either of re.:;istancc or escape. They therefore lowered their flag ( the sign of surrendering their ship), and in an instant sav{ themselves in the power of their enemies, who came IJom·ing in on every side with tho rage and -riolence of beasts of prey . 
... ill -who remained alive of the brave Venetian ct·m, were loau.ecl with fetters, and closely guarded ju the hold of the ship till it anired at Tunjs, 
They were then brollght out in chains, and exposed iu the public market to be sold for slaws. The.r hacl thrrc the mortification to see their companions picked out one b_,. one. ace J1·di11g to thefr appareut strength ancl yjgom\ ::mcl solcl to different masters. At length a Turk approac:herl, ,,ho, from his look and habit, nppear~cl to be of superior r:mk; and, after qfancing his eye o,·er the captires with an e--:~nTs-:ion of compns~ion, he fixed them at la:;t upon young 



Francisco, and demanded of the captain of the ship ·what 
\Yas the price of that young man ? The ca1)tain answered 
that he ·\'rnuld not take less than five hundred pieces of 
golcl for his captirn. " That," said the Turk, "is Yery 
extraordinary, since I haye seen you sell those ,vho much 
exceed him in vigour, for less than n, fifth part of that 
sum." ,: Yes," ans,-rerecl the captain, "but he shall either 
pay me some l)art of the damage he haB occasioned, or 
labour for life at the oar." "\\That damage," persisted the 
other, " can he have done you more than all the rest whom 
you have pri:-.c ,l so cheapiy ?" "He it ,Yas," replied the 
captain, ",Y1 > animated the Christians to that desperate 
resistance which cost me the lixes of so manv of my brave 
sa-ilors. 'l'hreo times clicl we leap upon thei~· deck; ,,ith a 
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fury that seemed irresistible; and three times did that 
youth rittack us with such cool, determined opposition, 
that we were obliged to retreat ingloriously, leaving at c1ery charge t11enty of our number behind. Therefore, I 
repeat it, I will either have that price for him, great as it 
may appear, or else I will gratify my rernnge br seeing him drudge for life in my victorious galley." 

At this the Turk examined young Francis<.:o \Yilh nc\1· attention; and he, who had hitherto fixed his e3·cs upo11 
the ground, in sullen silence, now lifted them np; bHL f-Carcely had he beheld the person who was talking to i he 
captain, when he uttered a loud err, and repeated the name 
of Hamet ! The Turk, with equal emotion, surveyed him 
/'or a moment, and then, catching him in his arms, embraced 
him with the transports of a, parent "·ho unexpectedly recoyers a long-lost child. It is unnecessary i.o repeat all 
that gratitude and affection inspired Hamet to say; but 
when he heard that his ancient benefactor was amolJgst the 
11nmber of those unhappy Venetians who stood before him, 
he hid his face for a moment in his garment, and seemed 
overwhelmed with sorrow and astonishment; then, recol
lecting himself, l::e raised his arms to heaven, and blessed tbat Proridence which had made him the instrument of safety to his ancient benefactor. He then instantly flew to 
that part of the market where Francisco stood \Yaii ing for 
his fate \Yith a manly, mute despair. He called him his friend, his benefactor, and every endearing name which 
friendship and gratitude could inspire; ancl, ordering his 
chains to be instantly taken off, he conducted ihe capiiYe merchant and his son to his o,,n magnificent house in the <.;ity. As soon as they were alone, and had time for an explanation of their mutual fortunes, Ham et told ihc Y rne

tians that, when he \Yas set at libert,r by thciJ., generosity, and restored to his country, he hatl accepted a command in ihe Turkish armies; and that, having bad the good fortune 
to distinguish himself on several occasions, he had gradually been promoted through rnr1ous ollices to the dignity of 
Bashaw of Tunis. "Since 1 ·have enjoyed this post," added 
lie, "there is nothing which I find. in it so agreeable as the 
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power it gives me of alleviating the misfortunes of those 
unhappy Christians who are taken prisoners by om· corsairs. 
Whenever a ship arrrives which brings with it any of these 
sufferers, I constantly visit the markets and redeem a cer
tain number of the captives, whom I restore to liberty . 
.A..nd gracious Allah has shown that he approves of these 
faint endeavours to discharge the sacred duties of gratitude 
for my o,,n redemption, by putting it in my power to serye 
t.he best and dearest of men." 

During ten days were :Francisco and his son entertained 
m tlrn house of Hamet, who put in practice every thing 
in his power to l)lease and interest them ; but when he 
found they ,vero desirous of returning home, he told them 
he \Tould no longer detain them from their country, but 
that they should embark the next day, m a ship which was 
setting sail for Venice. Accordingly, on the morrow ho 
dismissed them, ,vith mn,ny embraces, and much reluctance, 
:md ordered a. chosen party of his own guards to conduct 
them on board their vessel. When they arrived there, 
their joy and admiration were considerably increased on 
finding that, by the generosity of Hamet, not only the 
ship which had been taken, but the whole crew, were 
redeemed, and restored to freedom. Francisco and his son 
embarked, and, after a favom·able voyage, arrived without 
nccident in their o,Tn country, where they lived many 
years respected and esteemed; continually mindful of the 
-ricissitudo of human nffairs, and attentive to discharge 
their duties to their fellow-creahu·os. 

When this story was concluded, J\Ir. Barlow and his 
pupils ,rnnt out to walk upon the high road. They bad 
not gone far, before they encountered three men, who 
seemed each to lead a large and shaggy beast by a string, 
follo,,ecl by a crowd of boys and women, whom the novelty 
of the sight had drawn together. On a nearer approach, 
1\Ir. Bnrlow discm·ered that the beasts were three tame 
bears, led by as many Savoyards, who got their fo·ing b) 
ex.!1ibiting them. Upon the head of each of these for .. 
nrnlable animals was seated a monkey, ·who grinned and 
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chattered, and, by his strange grimaces, excited the mirth 
of the whole assembly. Tommy, who h::u.l never before 
seen one of these creatm·es, -was very much surprised and 
entertained, and still more so, when he saw the animal 
rise upon his hind legs at the word of command, and dance 
abo1:-t in a strange, uncouth manner, to the sound of music. 

After having satisfied themsefres ,-rith this spectacle, 
they proceeded on their ,-ray, and Tommy asked ::.\fr. 
Barlow whether a bear was an animal easily tamed, and if it did mischief in those pla,ces where it was follllcl ,Yild? 

"The bear," replied ::.\Ir. Barlow, " is not an animal quite so formidable or clestructirn as a, lion or a tiger; he is,, 
ho-wernr, somewhat dangerous, and will frequently devour 
,vomen and children, and e-ren men, when he has an oppor
tunity. These crC'atures are generally found in cold 
climates, and it is observed that the colder the climate is 
the larger and fiercer do the beasts become. In those 
Northern countries, which are perpetually covered ,nth 
snow and ice, a species of bear is found, white in colour, 
and of nmazing strength and fierceness. These animals 
nre often seen clambering over the huge pieces of ice that 
almost cover those seas, and preying upon fish and othe1• 
sea animals. I remember reading an account of one that 
came unexpectedly upon some sailors who were boiling 
their dinners on the shore. This creature had two young 
ones with her; and the sailors, as you may easily imagine, 
did not like such dangerous guests, but made their escape 
immediately to the ship. Tho old bear then seized upon 
the meat which the sailors had left, and set it before her 
cubs, reserving a very small portion for herself; showing 
by this, that she took a, much greater interest in their ,,elfare than her own. But the sailors, enraged at the 
loss of their dinners, levelled their muskets at the cubs, 
and, from the s1Jjp, shot them both dead. They also 
wounded the dam, \\ lio was fetd1ing ::nrny another piece of 
flesh, but not mortally, so that she was still able io lllOYC. It would ham affected any but a, brutal mind \rith pity (,ny-i tl1e stor.\·) i, -er the behayionr of thi::; poor beast 



towara.s her young ones, all "01mtled and bleeding as she 
,vas. Though she was sorely hurt, and could scarcely 
crawl to the place where they lay, she carried the lump of 
flesh she had in her mouth, as she had taken the preceding 
ones, and laid it down before them; and when she obser,ecl 
that they did not eat, she laid her paws first upon one, and 
then upon the other of her dead cubs, and endeavoured to 
raise them up, all the while making the most pitiful 
moans. When she found that they clid not stir, she went 
a"ay to a little distance, ancl then tookecl back and moaned, 
as if to entice them to her; but finding tbem still im
moveable, she returned, anu smelling l'ouncl them, begau to 
lick their ,xo1mds. · She th-:-u went off n, second time. as 
before, and, after cra,Yling a faw yards, turned back ~ml 
mo:rnecL as if to entreat them not to desert their mother. 
But hel' cub;:; not yet risi11°· to follow ber, she returned tc , b 

them again, aucl. "\Yith signs of inexpressible fondness, went 
iir:.- t round 01w , ancl then round the other. pa,Yincr 1tH'1,1 
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and moaning all the time. Finding them at last cold and 
lifeless, she raised her head towards the ship, and began to 
growl in an indignant manner, as if she were denouncing 
vengeance against the murderers of her young; but tbe 
sailors levelled their muskets again, and wouncled her in 
so many places, tbat she dropped do,;rn between her young 
ones ; yet, e-rnn ,vhile she was expiring, she seemed sensible 
only to their fate, and died licking their wounds." 

"\Vhile l\fr. Barlow and his pupils w·erc con-rersing in this 
ma,nner, they beheld a, crowd of women and children 
running away in the greatest trepidatioa; and, looking 
behind them, sa,, tha,t one of the bears had broken his 
chain, and was running after them, growling all the time 
in a, ·rnry disagreeable manner. l\Ir. Barlow, w·ho bad a 
good stick in his band, and was a man of an intrepid 
character, perceiYing this, bade his pupils remain quiet, and 
instantly ran up to the bear, -who stopped in the middle of 
his career, and seemed inclined to attack l\Ir. Barlow for 
his interference; but this gentleman struck him two or 
three blo\\s, ra.ting him at the same time in a, loud and 
severe tone of voice, and seizing the end of tbe chain with 
equal boldness and dexterity. The animal quietly submitted, 
and suffered himself to be taken prisoner. Presently the 
keeper of the bear came up; and l\Ir. Barlow consigned 
the beast into his hands, charging him for the future to be 
more careful in guarding so dangerous a creature. 

While this ,,as doing, the boys had remained quiet 
spectators at a distance; but, by accident, tho monkey, who 
used to be perched upon the head of the bear, and was 
shaken off when the beast broke loose, came running that 
way, playing a thousand antic tricks as he passed. Tommy, 
who was determined not to be outdone by J\Ir. Barlow, ran 
very resolutely up, and seized a string, which was tied 
round the loins of the animal; but the monkey, not 
choosing to be taken prisoner, instantly snapped at Tommy's 
arm n,nd almost made his teeth meet in the fleshy part of 
it. Yet Tommy, who was now greatly imprornd in coL1rage 
and in the use of his limbs, instead of letting his enemy 
escape, began thrashing him very severely with the stick 
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he held ill his hand, till the monkey, seeing he had SI) 

resolute an antagonist to deal with, desisted from opposition, 
and suffered himself to be led captive like his friend the 
bear. 

Returning home, Tommy asked Mr. Barlow whether he 
clid not think it very dangerous to meddle with such an 
animal when it ,,as loose? 1\1:r. Barlow replied it was not 
without clanger, but the risk was much smaller than most 
people would imagine. "Most animals," said he, "are easily 
a\\-ed by the appearance of intrepidity, while they are 
im·ited to pursue by marks of fear and apprehension." 
"That, I beliern, is ·rnry true," answered Harry; "for I 
have very often observed the behaviour of dogs to each 
other. \.-Vben two strange clogs meet, they generally 
approach each other with caution, as if they were mutually 
afraid; but as sure as either of them runs away, the other 
\rill pursue him with the greatest insolence and fury." 
·' This is not confined to clogs," replied Mr. Barlow; "almost 
all wild beasts are subject to receive the sudden impression 
of terror; and therefore men, who have been obliged to travel 
without arms, through forests that abound with dangerous 
animals, have frequently escaped unhurt, by shouting aloud 
whene,er they met with any of them on their way; but 
what I chiefly depended on was, the education which the 
bear had receii-ed since he left his own country." 

As 1\1:r. Barlow ,ms talking in this manner, he perceived 
that Tommy's arm was bloody; and enquiring into the 
reason, he heard the history of his pupil's ad venture with 
the monkey. l\Ir. Barlow then looked at the wound, which 
ho found of no great consequence, and told Tommy that 
he was sorry for his accident, and imagined that he was now 
too courageous to be daunted by a trifling hurt. Tommy 
assured him he was, and proceeded to ask some questions 
concerning the nature of the monkey, which Mr. Barlow 
answered in the following manner : " The Monkey is a very 
extraordinary animal, which closely resembles a man ill 
shap~ and appearance, as perhaps you may have observed. 
He 1s found in countries, the forests of which, in many 
parts of the world, are filled vrith innnmerable bands of 
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trese animals. He is extremely active, and, instead of fore legs, has arms like those of a man; these he not only uses io ,rnlk upon, but frequently to climb trees, to hang by the hranches, ancl to take hold of his food. He lirns upon almost c,err species of wild fruit found in tho;:;e collntries where he dwells, so that it is necessary he should be continually scrambling up and down tbe hjghest trees, in order to procure himself a subsistence. Nor is he contented always ,Yith the diet which he find ::; in the forest where be makes his residence. Large bands of these creatures will frequently sally out to pluucler the gardens in the neig·hbourhood, aml many Yrnndcrful stories are told of their i ngcnuity and contrirnncc." " ,\TJ.iat arc these?" said 'l'onmw. "It i:::; said," answered ::Hr . .Barlo,,·, "that they proceecl w·ith all the caution and rcgulariir whieh could Le found in men themseh-cs. Some of these animals a1 e placed as s1)ies to gi-rc noti<.:e to the rest, in case any human being shoulcl approach the garden; and, should that happen, one of the sentinels informs them by a peculiar <'battering, and tbey all escape in an instant." "I can easil:)· bclicrn that," ansYrerecl Harry, "for I have obsen ed, that when a flock of rooks alight upon a farmer's field of corn, two or three of them al,rnys tnke their station upon the highest tree they can find; and if an.r one approaches, they instantly girn notice by their en.wing, and all tbe rest take wing directly, and fiy U\Ya._r.)' "But, ans,-..-ered l\fr. Barlm,, "the monkers arc said to bo yet more ingenious in their thefts, for they station some of their body at a short distance from each other, in a line tbnt reaches quite from the forest they inhabit to the particular garden they wish to plunder. When this is clone, several of them mount the fairest fruit trees, and, picking the fruit, throw it clown to their companions who stand below; these again cast it to others at a., little distance; and thus it flies from hand to hand till it is safely deposited in the woods or mountains whence they came. When they are taken very young, monkeys are easily tamed; but they always retain n, great disposition to mischief, as well as to imitate everything they see done by men. l\lany ridiculous 



tturies an, told uf ll1un iu thi.; resped. I ha;rn heard 
of a monkey "TT"hich resided in a gentleman's family, and 
frequently obsen~ecl its master undergo the operation of 
shaYing. The jmitatiYe nnimal one clay took it into its 
head io turn barber, and, sejzing in one hand a cat that 
lived in the same house, and in the other a bottle of ink, it 
carried her up to the top of a --rery fine marble staircase. The 
servants were all attracted by the screams of the cat, who 
dicl not relish the operation ,vhich was going forw·arcl; and, 
running out, were equaJly surprised and amused to see the 
monkey gra--rel? seated upon the landing-place of the stairs, 
and holding the mt fast ju one of his pm,s, ,...-hile with 
~he uiher he continually applied ink to pussy's face: rub bi°:g 
it nll o-rer, just as he had observed the barbee clo to his 
master. "\Yhencrer tho cat struggled to escape, i.he monkey 
garn_ her a pat ,rith his paw, chattering all the time, and 
makrng the most ridiculous grimaces; and 1Yhcu she 'ilas 
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quiet, he applied himself to his bottle, and continued the 
operation. But I have heard a more tragjc story of the 
imitative genius of these animals. One of them lived in a 
fortified town, ancl used frequently to run up and down 
upon the ramparts, where he had observed the gunner 
discharge the great guns that defended the town. One 
clay he got possession of the lighted match with which the man 
used to perform his business; and, applying it to the touch
hole of a gun, he ran to the mouth of it to see the explosion ; 
but the cannon, which happened to be loaded, instantly 
,,ent off, and blew the poor monkey into a thousand 
picc.:es." 

When they came to l\Ir. Barlow's, they found l\Iaster 
::.\Ierton's servant and horses waiting to take him home. 
°\Vhen he arrived there, he was received with the greatest joy 
and tenderness by his parents; but though he ga,e them an 
account of everything else that had happened, he did not 
say a ,vorcl about the money he had given to the farmer. 
But the next day being Sunday, l\Ir. and Mrs. l\Ierton and 
Tommy went together to the parish ch_urch; which they 
had scarcely entered when a general whisper ran through 
the whole congregation, and all eyes were in an instant 
turned upon the little boy. Mr. and l\frs. :1\Ierton were 
very much astonished at this, but they forbore making any 
remark until the end of the service ; then, as they were 
going out of the church together, ]\Ir. l\ferton asked lrni 
son what could be the reason of the general attention which 
he excited at his entrance into church? Tommy had no 
time to answer; for at that instant a Yery decent-looking 
woman ran up and threw herself at his feet, calling him he:r 
guardian angel and preserver, and praying that Hea,ven 
would shower down upon bis bead all the blessings which 
he deserved. It was some time before l\Ir. and l\Irs. 
l\Ierton could understand the nature of this extraordinary 
scene ; but when they at length understood the secret of 
their son's generosity, they seemed to be scarcely less 
affected than the woman herself; and sh eel ding tears of trans
port and affection, they embraced their son, ,vit~out at_tend
ing to the crowd that surrounded them; but 1mrne<lrntely 
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recollecting themselves, they took their leave of the poor woman, and hurried to their coach, full of joy aad thankfulness for this good feature in their little boy's character 

K 



ClIAPl'ER YllI. 

\YISTER-THE RODIN AND TIIE CAT-ACCOUNT OP TifE LA.PLANDERS
IIISTORY OF A SURPRISING CC"RE OF TifE GOUT, 

'11rrE summer had now completely passed away, and the 
"inter had set in with unusual severity. The "'.ater was 
all frozen into a solid mass of ice ; the earth was bare of 
food, and the little birds, that used to chirp with gladness, 
seemed to lament in silence the inclemency of the weather. 
Tommy was one day surprised to find a pretty bird flying 
about the chamber in which he was reading. Re imme
diately went do,vn stairs and informed l\lr. Barlow of the 
circumstance. That gentleman, after he had seen the bird, 
told him that it was called a Robin Redbreast, and that it 
was naturally more tame and disposed to cultii;ate the society 
of men than any other species; "l\Ioreoi;·er, at present,,, 
added he, "ihe little fellow is in ,,ant of food, because the 
earth is too hard to fU1·nish him any subsistence, and hunger 
inspires him with this unusual boldness.» ''"\Vhy, then, sir," 
said Tommy, "if you will gire me learn, I will fetch a pieee 
of bread and feed him." "Do so," answered l\Ir. Barlow; 
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"but .Grst set the window open, that he may see you do 
not intend to take him prisoner." Tommy accordingly 
opened his window ; and scattering a few crumbs of bread 
about the room, had the satisfaction of seeing his guest 
hop clown, and make a very hearty meal; he then flew out 
of the room, and settled upon a neighbouring tree, singing 
all the time, as if to return thanks for the hospitality he 
had receiYed. 

Tommy was greatly delighted with his new acquaintance; 
ancl from that time never failed to set his window open every 
morniug, and scatter some crumbs about the room ; per
ceiYing \Yhich, the bird hopped fearlessly in, and regaled 
himself under the protection of his benefactor. By degrees, 
the intimacy increased so much, that little Robin would 
alight on Tommy's shoulder, and whistle his notes in that 
situation, or eat out of his benefactor's hand; all which 
g:we Tommy so much satisfaction, that he would frequently 
call nfr. Barlow and Harry to be witness of his favourite's 
caresses ; nor did he eyer eat his own meals without 
1·eseni:;ig a part for his little friend. 

It happened, hO\·rnyer, that one day Tommy went up 
stairs after dinner, intending to feed his bird, as usual; but 
as soon as he opened the door of his chamber, he saw a 
sight that pierced him to the very heart. His little inno
cent friend and companion by dead upon the floor, torn in 
pieces; and a large cat, taking the opportunity of Tommy's 
entrance to escape, soon directed his suspicions towards the 
murderer. Tommy instantly ran down with tears in his 
eyes, to relate the unfortunate death of his favourite to 
111:r. Barlow, and to demand Yengeance against tl10 wicked 
cat tha.t had occasioned it. l\fr. Barlow heard him with 
great compassion, but asked., 1Vhat punishment he wished 
to inilict upon the cat ? · 1 

~OM:MY. Oh! sir, nothing can be too bad for that cruel 
ammal. I would have h0r killed, as she killecl the poor bird. 

1'Ir. B.A.nLow. But do you imagine that she did it out of 
any particular malice to your bird, or merely because she 
was hungry, and accustomed to catch her prey in that 
manner? 

K 2 
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Tommy considered some time, and at last owned that he 
did not suspect the cat of having any particular spite 
against his bird, and therefore he supposed she had been 
nnpelled by hunger. 

l\fr. B. Have you never observed, that it was the habit 
.:if that species to prey upon mice and other little animals r 

T. Yes, sir, very often. 
:Mr. B. And ha;rn you ernr corrected her for so doing, or 

attempted to teach her abstinence? 
T. I cannot say I hare. Indeed I have seen little Harry, 

when she had cn.,ught a mouse and was tormenting it, take 
it from her, and giye it liberty. But I have never meddleJ 
,vith her myself. 

1\1:r. B. Then her act was not one of cruelty, as it , .. rnulil 
be in you, who are endowed with reason and reflection. 
Nature has given the cat a propensity for animal food, ,rhich 
she obeys in the same manner as the sheep and ox when 
they feed upon grass, or as the ass when he browses upon 
the furze or thistles. 

T. Why, then, perhaps, the cat did not know the cruelty 
she was guilty of in tearing that poor bird to pieces ? 

l\fr. B. It was impossible Puss should know the value 
you set upon your bird, and therefore she had no more 
intention of ofl:ending you, than had she caught a mouse. 

T. But, if that is the case, should I have another tnu10 
bird, she w·ould kill it, as she has done this poor fellow. 

J\Ir. B. That, perhaps, may be pre-rented. I hare hearcl 
people that deal in birds affirm, there is a way of pre\'C~nting 
cats from meddling v;,ith them. 

'11. Oh ! dear sir, I should like to try it. "\Vill you not 
show me how to prevent the cat from killing any more 
birds? 

l\'Ir. B. l\Iost willingly. It is certainly better to correct 
the faults of an animal, than to destroy it. Besides, I han~ 
n, particular affection for this cat, because I found her 1Yhen 
she was a kitten, and have bred her up so tame nnd gentle, 
tbat she w:ill follow me about like n, dog. She comes every 
mornino- to my chamber-door, and me,,s till she is let in; 
and sh~ sits upon the table ut breakfa~t and d:inner1 as 
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grave and polite as a visitor, without offering to touch the 
meat. Indeed, before she wa.s guilty of this offence, I have 
often seen you stroke and caress her with great affection ; 
and Puss, who is by no means of an ungrafoful temper, 
would always purr and arch her tail, as if she was sensible 
of your attention. 

In a few days after this conversation, ancther robin, 
suffering like the former from the inclemency of the season, 
flew into the house, and commenced acquaintance with 
Tommy. But he, who recollected the mournful fate of his 
former bird, 11ould not encourage it to any familiarity, till he 
had claimed the promise of l\fr. Barlow, ju order to preserve 
it from danger. l\fr. Barlow, therefore, enticed the new guest 
into a small wire cage, and, as soon as he had entered it, 
shut the door, in order to prevent his escaping. He then 
took a small gridiron, such as is used to broil rnea.t upon, 
and, having heated it almost red-hot, placed it erect upon 
tbe ground, before the cage in which the bird was confined. 
He then contrirnd to entice the cat into the room, and 
obsen·ing that she fixed her eye upon the bird, which she 
destined to become her prey, he withdrew with the two 
little boys, in order to leave her unrestrained in her 
operations. 'l'hey did not retire far, but obsen-ed her from 
the door fix her eyes upon the cage, and begin to approach 
it in silence, bending her body to the ground, and almost 
touching it as she crawled along. When she judged herseli' 
within a proper distance, she exerted all her agility in a 
violent spring, which would probably have been fa,tal to the 
bird, had not the gridiron, placed before the cage, received 
the impression of her uttack. Nor ,-ras this disappointment 
the only punishment she ,,ms destined to undergo. The 
bars of the machine had been so thoroughly heated, that in 
rushing against them she felt herself burned in se-reral parts 
of her body, and retired from the field of battle, mewing 
dreadfully, and full of pain; and such 11as the impression 
produced, that from this time she ,-ras ne,er again known 
to attempt to destroy birds. 

!he coldness of the weather still continuing, all the wild 
nrnmals began to perceive the effects, and, compelled by 
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hunger, approached the habitations of man, and the places 
they had been accustomed to a·rnid. A multitude of hares, 
the most timid of all animals, were frequently seen scud
ding about the garden in search of the scanty vegetables 
which the severity of the season had spared. In a short 
time they had devoured all the green herbs \Vhich could be 
founcl, and, hunger still oppressing them, they began to gnaw 
the ,ery bark of the trees for food. One day, as Tommy 
11as 11alking in the garden, he found that even the beloved 
tree which he had planted with his own hands, and from 
which he had promised himself so plentiful a crop of fruit, 
had not escaped the general depredation, but had been 
gna,ved round at the root and killed. 

Tommy, who could ill brook disappointment, 11as so 
enraged to see his labours prove aborti,e, that he ran with 
tea.rs in his eyes to l\Ir. Barlow, to demand ,engeance 
against the devouring hares. "Indeed," said l\Ir. Barlow," I 
am sorry for what they ha,e clone, but it is now too late to 
prevent it." "Yes," answered Tommy, "but you may have 
a,ll those mischievous creatures shot, that they may do no 
farther damage." "A little while ago," replied l\fr. Barlow, 
" you wanted to destroy the cat, because she was cruel, and 
preyed upon living animals; and now you would mul'der all 
·the hares, merely because they are innocent, inoffensiYe 
animals, that subsist upon vegetables." Tommy looked a 
little foolish, but said, "he did not want to hurt them for 
lii,-ing upon ,egetables, but for destroying his tree." "But," 
said l\fr. Barlow, "how can you expect the animal to 
distinguish your trees from any others ? You should have 
fenced them round in such a manner as to prevent the 
hares from reaching them. Besides, in such extreme 
distress as animals now suffer from want of food, I think 
they may be forgiven if they trespass a little more than 
usual' 1 

l\Ir. Barlow then took Tommy by the hand, and led him 
into a field at some distance, which belonged to him, and 
which was sown with turnips. Scarcely had they entered 
the field, before a flock of larks rose up in such numbers, as 
almost to darken the air. " See," said l\Ir. Barlow, "these 
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little fellowfl are trespassing upon my turnips in such 

a manner, that in a short time they will destroy every bit 

of green about the field; yet I would not hurt them on any 

account. Look round the whole extent of the country, you 

will see nothing but a barren waste, which presents no food 

either to bird or beast. These little creatures, therefore, 

assemble in multitudes here, where they find a scanty sub

sistence ; and though they do me some mischief, they are 

welcome to what they can get. In the spring they will 

enliven our walks by their agreeable songs. 
T. How dreary and uncomfortable this season of winter 

is ; I ·wish it were always summer. 
Mr. B. In some countries it is so ; but there the inhabi

tants complain more of the intolerable heat than you do of 

the cold. They would with pleasure be relieved by the agree

able "fariety of cooler weather, when they are panting under 
the violence of a scorching sun. 

T. Then I should like to live in a country that was neYer 
either disagreeably hot or cold. 

ltfr. B. Such a country is scarcely to be found; or, if it is, 

it comprises so small a portion of the earth as to gfre room 

for very few inhabitants. 
T. Then I should think it would be so crowded, that one 

would hardly be able to stir; for everybody would naturally 
·wish to live there. 

]Hr. B. There you are mistaken, for the inhabitants of 

the finest climates are often less attached to their own 

country than those of the worst. Custom reconciles people 
to e--rery kind of life, and makes them satisfied with the 

place in which they are born. There is a country called 
Lapland, ,,hich extends a great deal further north than any 

part of England, and is covered with perpetual snows 

during all the year ; yet the inhabitants would not exchange 
it for any other portion of the globe. 

T. How do they li-re in so disagreeable a country? 
:Mr. B. If you ask Harry, he will t ell you. As a farmer, 

it is his business to study the different methods by w·hich 
men find subsistence in all the different parts of the eartb.. 

T. I should like "fery much to hear, if Harry will tell me. 
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H. T ou must know, then, master Tommy, that in the greater part of this country, which is called Lapland, the inhabitants neither sow nor reap. They are totally unacquainted with the use of corn, and know not 1::cw to make bread; they have no trees which bear fruit, r!nd scarcely any of the herbs which grow in our gardens in England, nor do they possess either sheep, goats, hogs, cows, or oxen. 
T. That must be a disagreeable country indeed! What, then, ha-ve they to lirn upon? 
H. ~l1hey have a species of deer, which is bigger than the largest stags you see in the gentlemen's parks in England, and very strong. These animals are called Reindeer, and are of so gentle a nature, that they are easily tamed, and taught to live together in herds, and to obey their masters. In the short summer, the L11pla.1,1ders lead out the Reindeer to pasture in the -valleys, where the grass grows very high and thick. In the winter, when the ground is all covered over ,vith snow, the deer manage to scratch away the snow and find a sort of moss which grows underneath it, and upon this they subsist. ':I.1hese creatures afford not only food, but raiment, and eYen houses, to their masters. In the summer the Laplander milks his herds, and lives upon the produce; sometimes he lays by the milk in wooden vessels, to serve him for food in winter. This milk is soon frozen so hard, that when the Laplanders want to use it, they arc obliged to cut it in pieces with a hatchet. Sometimes the winters are so severe, that the poor deer can scarcely find even moss; and then the master is obliged to kill some of them, and liYc upon the flesh. Of the skins he makes -warm garments for himself and his family, and strews them thickly upon the ground to sleep upon. The Laplanders' houses are only poles stuck slanting into the gro1md and almost joined at the top, except a little hole to let out the smoke. These poles are covered either with the skins of animals, or -with coarse cloth, or sometimes with turf ancl the bark of trees. There is a little hole left in one side, through ,.-rhich the family creep into their tent, and in the middle they make a comfortable fire to warm them. 
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People who are so easily contented, arc totally ignorant of 
most of the things thought necessary here. The Laplanders 
hn.ve neither gold, nor silver, nor carpets, nor carved \York 
in their houses ; every man makes for himself a11 that he 
requires. Their food consists either of frozen milk, or the 
flesh of the Reindeer or Bear, which they frequently hunt 
and kill. Instead of bread, they strip off the bark of firs, 
which are almost the only trees that grow upon their dismal 
mountains; and, boiling the inward and more tender skin, 
they eat it with their meat. The greatest happiness of 
these poor people is to live free and unrestrained ; therefore 
they do not long remain fixed to any spot, but taking dovi·n 
their houses, they pack them up along with the little furni
ture they possess, and load them upon sledges, to carry ana 
set them up in some other place. 

T. Ha...-e you not said that they have neither horses nor 
oxen? Do they then draw these sledges themselves.? 

H. I thought I should surprise you, master Tommy. 
The lleincleer which I ha,e described are so tractable, that 
they are harnessed like horses, and draw the sledges, ,nth 
their masters upon them, nearly thirty miles a clay. They 
set out with surprising s,nftncss, :rn<l run a1oug the sno,, 
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which is Irozen so hard in winter, that it supports them 
like a solid road. In this manner the Laplanders perform 
their journeys, and change their places of abode as often as 
they like. In Spring they lead their herds of deer to pasture 
upon the mountains ; in the winter they come down into 
the plains, where they are better protected against the fury 
of the winds. For the whole country is waste and desola.te, 
destitute of all the objects you see here. There are no 
towns nor villages, no fields enclosed or cultivated, no 
beaten roads, no inns for travellers to sleep at, no shops to 
purchase the necessaries or conveniences of life at. The face 
of the whole country is barren and dismal; wherever you 
tU1·n your eyes, nothing is to be seen but lofty mountains, 
white with snow, and covered with ice and fogs; scarcely 
any trees are there except a few stunted firs and birches. 
These mountaius afford a retreat to thousands of Bears and 
Wolves, which are continually pouring down and prowling 
about to prey upon the herds of Deer, so that the Laplanders 
are continually obliged to fight in their own defence. To 
do this, they fix large pieces of flat board about four or five 
feet long to the soles of their feet; and, thus secured, 
they run along, without sinking into the snow, so nimbly 
that they can overtake the wild animals in the chase. The 
Bears they kill with bo·\"rn and arrows, which they make 
themselves. Sometimes they find out the dens where these 
beasts have laid themselves up in the winter; and then the 
Laplanders attack them -n·ith spears, and generally over
come them. When a Laplander has killed a Bear, he carries 
it home in triumph, boils the flesh in an iron pot, and invites 
all bis neighbours to the feast. 

Bear's flesh they a,ccount the greatest delicacy :i.n the 
world, and particularly the fat, which they melt over the 
fire nnd drink ; then, sitting round the flame, they entertain 
each other ,vith stories of their own exploits in hunting or 
fishing, till the feast is over. Though they have so hard 
a life, they are a good-natured, sincere, and hospitable 
people. If a stranger comes among them, they lodge and 
entertain him in the best manner they are able, and 
generally refuse all payment for their services, unless it be 
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a little bit of tobacco, which they are very fond of 
smoking. 

T. Poor people! how I pity them, to live such an lmhappy 
life ! I should think the fatigues and hardships they 
undergo must kill them in a very short time. 

Mr. B. Have you then observed that those who eat and 
drink the most, and undergo the least fatigue, are the most 
free from disease ? 

T. Not ahrnys; for I remember, that there are two or 
three g~ntlemen who come to dine at my father's. They 
eat an amazing quantity of meat, besides drinking a great 
deal of wine; and these poor gentlemen have almost lost 
the use of their limbs. 

Mr. B. And did you ever observe that any of the poor 
had lost the use of their limbs in the same manner ? 

T. I cannot say I have. 
Mr. B. Then, perhaps, the being confined to a scrmty 

diet, to hardship, and to exercise, may not be so desperate a 
misforttme as you imagine. This way of life is even much 
less irksome than the intemperance in which too many of 
the rich continually indulge themselves. I remember 
lately reading a storv on this subject, which, if you please, 
you shall hear. M1:. Barlow then read the following 

HISTORY OF .A. SURPRISING CURE OF TlIE GOUT. 

In one of the provinces of Italy there li\~ed a ,Tealtliy 
gentleman, who, having no taste either for improving his 
mind, or exercising bis body, acquired a habit of eating 
almost all day long. The whole extent of his thoughts was 
what he should have for dinner, and how he should procure 
the greatest delicacies. Italy produces excellent wines ; 
but these were not enough for our epicure; he settled 
agents in different parts of France and Spain, to buy up all 
the most generous and costly wines of those countries. He 
had correspondence with all the maritime cities, that he 
might be constantly supplied ,,i.th eYery species of fish ; 
eYc_ry poulterer ancl fishmonger in the town was under 
articles to let him have bis choice of rarities. He also 
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employed a man on purpose to give directions for his pastry 
and desserts. As soon as he had breakfasted in the morning, 
it was his constant practice to retire to his library-for 
he had a library, although he never opened a book. When 
he was there, he gravely seated himself in an easy chair, 
and tucking a napkin under his chin, ordered his head-cook 
to be summoned. The head-cook appeared, attended by a 
couple of footmen, who carried each a silver salver of pro
digious size, on which were cups containing sauces of e-rnry 
different fl.ayour which could be deYised. The gentleman, 
with the greatest solemnity, used to dip a bit of bread in 
each and taste it, giving his orders upon the subject with 
as much earnestness and precision, as if he had been issuing 
decrees for the government of a kingdom. When this 
important affair was thus concluded, he would throw himself 
upon a couch, to recover from the fatigues of such an 
exertion, and prepare himself for dinner. It is impossible 
to describe either the variety of fish, flesh, and fowl, ,,.-hich 
was set before him, or the surprising greediness with ,,.-hich 
he ate of all, when that delightful hour arrived. He stimu
lated his appetite with the highest sauces and richest wines, 
till at length he was obliged to desist, not from being 
satisfied, but from mere inability to contain more. 

This kind of life he had long pursued, but at last became 
so corpulent, that he could hardly mO""rn. His belly appeared 
prominent like a mountain, his face was bloated, and his 
legs, though swelled to the size of columns, seemed unable 
to support the prodigious weight of his body. Added to 
this, he was troubled with continual indigestion, and racking 
pains in seYernl of his limbs, which at length terminated in 
a violent fit of the gout. The pain at length abated, and 
this unfortunate epicure returned to all his former habits 
of intemperance. The interval of ease, howe-rnr, was short; 
and the attacks of his disease becoming more and more 
frequent, he was at length almost entirely deprived of the 
use of his limbs. 

In this unhappy state he determined to consult a physicrnn 
who lived in the same tm-rn, and had the reputation of 
performing many surprising cures . "Doctor," said the 



gcnLiernan to the physician, ,Yhen he arrived, "you see the 
miserable state to which I am reduced." "I do, indeed," 
answered the physician, "and I suppose you haYc contri
buted to it by your intemperance." "As to intcmpcr:mcc," 
replied the gentleman, "I believe few have less to answer 
for than myself; I indeed can enjoy a moderate dinner and 
supper, but I never was intoxicated ·with liquor in my life." 
"Probably, then, you sleep too much?" said the physician. 
"As to sleep," said the gentleman, "I am in bed nearly 
twelve hom·s every night, because I :find the sharpness of 
the morning air extremely injurious to my constitution; 
but I am so troubied with :flatulence and heart-burn, that I 
am scarcely able to close my eyes all night; or, if I do, I 
find myself almost strangled with wind, and wake in agonies." 
:, That is a very alarming symptom, indeed.," replied the 
doctor, "I wend.er so many restless nights do not entirely 
"\Year you out." "They would, indeed," answered the gen
i.leman, "if I diril. not make shift to procure a little sleep 
two or three times a day, which enables me to hold out a 
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little longer." "As to exercise," ·continued the doctor, "I 
fear you are not able to take much." ".A.las!" answered 
the sick man, "while I was able, I never failed to go out 
in my carriage once or twice a ,Yeek, but in my present 
situation, I can no longer bear the gentlest motion; besides 
disordering my w·hole frame, it gives me such intolerable 
t\yitches in my limbs, that you would imagine I was abso
lutely falling to pieces." "Y om· case," answered the 
physician, "is indeed bad, but not quite desperate, and if 
you could curtail the quantity of your food and sleep, you 
woulu in a short time find yourself much better." ".A.las," 
answered the sick man, "you little know the delicacy of my 
constitution, or you -would not put me upon a method which 
will infallibly destroy me. ,Vhen I rise in the morning, 
I feel as if all the powers of life were extinguished within 
me. JHy stomach is oppressed with nausea, my head -n·ith 
aches and swimming, and, above all, I feel such an intolerable 
sinking in my spirits, that ,,.-,rithout the assistance of two or 
three cordials, and some restoratirn soup, I am confident I 
never could get through the morning. Now, Doctor, I 
have such confidence in yom· skill, that there is no pill or 
potion you can order me, which I mll not take ,vith pleasure, 
but as to a change in my diet, that is impossible." "That 
is," ans\rnrecl the physician, "you wish for health without 
being at the trouble of acquiring it, and imagine, that all 
tho co nsequences of an ill-spent life are to be washed away 
by a pill, or a decoction of senna. But, as I cannot cure 
you upou those t erms, I will not deceive you for an instant. 
Your case is out of the power of medicine, and you can only 
be relieved by your own exertions." "How hard is thist 
ans,verecl the gentleman, "to be thus abandoned to despair 
even in tho prime of life ! Cruel and unfeeling Doctor, 
will you not attempt anything to procure me ease ? " 
"Sir," ans,Ycred tho physician, "I have ah-eacly told you 
everything I know upon the subject; I must, however, 
acquaint you, that I have a brother physician, who lives at 
Padua, a man of the greatest learning and integrity, who 
is particula.rly famous for curing the gout. If you think it 
worth your while to consult him, I will give you a letter 
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of recommendation, for he never stirs from home, even to 
attend a prince." 

Here the conversation ended; for the gentleman, ·who 
did not like the trouble of the journey, took his leave of the 
physician, and returned home very much dispirited. In a, 
little while he either was, or fancied himself worse, and, as 
the idea of the Paduan physician had never left his head, 
he at last resolutely determined to set out upon the journey. 
For this purpose he had a litter so contrived, that he could 
lie recumbent, or recline at his ease, and ea,t his rnea]s. 
The distance was not above one day's tolerable journey, but 
the gentleman ·wisely resolved to make four of it, for fear 
of over-fatiguing himself. He had besides a loaded , .. rnggon 
attending, filled with everything that constitutes good 
ea,ting ; and two of his cooks went ,vith him, that nothing 
might be wanting to his accommodation on the road. 

After a wearisome journey, he at length arrived within 
sight of Padua,, and, eagerly inquiring after the house of 
Doctor Ramozini, was soon directed to the spot; then, 
having been helped out of his carriage by half a dozen of 
his servants, he was shown into a neat but plain parlom·, 
from which he had the prospect of twenty or thirty people 
at dinner in a spacioush all. In the midst of them was 
the learned doctor himself, who with much po!iteness i1witcd 
the company to eat heartily. "]Y[y good friend," he ,,·as 
saying to a pale-looking man on his right hand, "you must 
en,t three slices more of this roast beef, or you will neYcr 
lose your ague." "l\Iy friend," he continued to another, 
" drink off this glass of porter; it is just arriYed from 
England, and is a specific for ner,ous fovcrs." " Do not 
stuff your child so with rnaccaroni," added he, turning to a. 
woman, " if you would wish to cure him of scrofula." 
~' Good man," said he to a fom·th, "hew goes on the ulcer 
m yom· leg?" ":Much better, indeed," replied the man, 
"since I have lived at your honom·'s table." ""\Veil," 
replied the physician, "in a, fortnight you "·ill be perfectly 
cured, if you do but drink ,vine enough." 

"Thank heaven," said the gentleman, who had heard all 
this with illfinite pleasure, " I lrn-1e at last met with a 
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reasonable physician; he will not confine me to bread and 

water, nor starve me under pretence of curing me, like that 

thick-headed quack from whose clutches I have so luckily 

escaped." 
At length the doctor dismissed his company, who retired, 

loading him i'fith thanks and blessings. He then approached 

the gentleman, and welcomed him with the greatest polite

ness. The visitor presented him with his letters of 

recommendation. The physician perused them, and thus 

accosted him: "Sir, the letter of' my learned friend has 

folly instructed me in the particulars of your case; it is 

indeed a, difficult one, but I think you ha've no reason to 

despair of a perfect recoYery. If," added he, "you choose 

to put yom·self under my care, I will employ all the secrets 

of my art for your assistance; but one condition is absolutely 

indispensable. You must send a.way all your servants, and 

solemnly engage to follow my prescriptions for at least n, 

month; without this compliance I w·o1.tld not undertake the 

cure even of a monarch." "Doctor," answered the gentle

man, "what I haYe seen of men of your profession, does uot, 

I confess, much prepossess me in their favour; and I should 

hesitate to agree to such a proposal from any other per

son." "Do as you like, sir," answered the physician; 

"you may employ me or not, as you will; but, as I am 
aborn the common mercenary views of gain, I never state 

the reputation of so noble an art without a rational prospect 

of success-and what success can I hope for in so obstinate n 

disorder, unless the patient will consent to a fair experiment 
of ,...-hat I can effect?" "Indeed," replied the gentleman, 

,: what you sa.y is so candid, and your whole behaYiour so 

much interests me in your favour, that I will immediately 

give you proofs of the most unbounded confidence." 
He then sent for his servants, and ordered them to return 

home, and not to come near him till a ,1·hole month h:rn 

ebpsecl. ,Vhen they were gone, the physicia-.i asked him 

how he had borne the journey? "Why, really," answered 

he, "much better than I coltld hn.ve expected. But I fed 
myself unusually hungry; and therefore, with your per. 

mission, shall beg to ham the hour of supper a little 
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hastened." "J\fost willingly," answered the Doctor; "at eight o'clock, e-rerything shall be ready for your entertainment. In the meantime you will permit me to visit my patients." 

Wbile the physician was absent, the gentleman was pleasing his imagination with the thoughts of the excellent supper he should make. "Doubtless," said he to himself, "if Signor Ramozini treats the poor in such a hospitable manner, he will spare nothing for the entertainment of a man of my importance. I ham heard there are delicious trouts and ortolans in this part of Italy. I have no doubt but the Doctor keeps an excellent cook; and I shall ha'°e no reason to repent the absence of my servants." 
With these ideas he kept himself some time amused ; at length, his appetite growing keener and keener every instant, from fasting longer than usual, he lost all patience, and, calling one of the servants of the house, asked for some little nice thing to stay his stomach till the hour of supper. H Sir," said the servant, "I would gladly oblige you; but it is as much as my place is worth. My master is the best and most generous of men ; but so great is his attention to his house patients, that he will not suffer one of them to eat unless in his presence. However, sir, have patience ; in two hours more, the supper will be ready, and then you may indemnify yourself for all." Thus was the gentleman compelled to pass two hours more ·without food; a degree of abstinence he had not practised for almost twenty years. He complained bitterly of the slowness of time, and was continually inquiring what was the hour. 

At length the doctor returned, ptmctual to his time ; and ordered the supper to be brought in. Accordingly six covered dishes were set upon the table with gr~at solemnity, and the gentleman :flattered himself he should now be rewarded for his long abstinence. As they were sitting clown to table, the learned Ramozini thus accosted his guest: "Before you begin to satisfy your appetite, sir, I must acquaint you that, as the most effectual method of subduing this obstinate disease, all your food a.nd drink will 
i, 
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be mixed up with such medicinal substances as your case 
requires. They -will not indeed be discoverable by any of 
your senses; but, as their effects are equally strong and 
certain, I must recommend to you to eat with moderation." 

Hanng said this, he ordered the dishes to be uncovered. 
To the extreme astonishment of the gentleman, they con
tained nothing but olives, dried figs, elates, some roasted 
app1es, a few boiled egg:s, and a piece of hard cheese! 

" Hea-ven and earth ! " cried the gentleman, losing all 
patier..ce at this mortifying spectacle, " is this the enter
tainment you have prepared for me, with so many speeches 
and prefaces ? Do you imagine that a person of my fortune 
can sup on such contemptible fare as would hardly satisfy 
the -wretched J?easants ,,hom I saw at dinner in your hall ? " 
"Harn pa,tience, my dear sir," replied the physician; " it 
is the extreme anxiety I have for your welfare, that compels 
me to treat you with this apparent incivility. Your blood 
is all in a ferment with the violent exercise you have under
gone; and, were I rashly to indulge your craving appetite, 
a fever or a pleurisy might be the consequence. But to
morrow I hope you will be cooler; and then you may live 
in a style more adapted to your quality." 

The gentleman began to comfort himself with this re
flection ; and, as there was no help, he at last determined 
to wait with patience another night. He accordingly tasted 
a few of the dates and olives, ate a piece of cheese with a 
slice of excellent bread, and found himself more refreshed 
than he could ha·rn imagined was possible from such a 
homely meal. When he had nearly supped, he wanted 
something to drink, and observing nothing but water upon 
the table, desired one of the servants to bring him a little 
wine. " Not as you rnlue the life of this illustrious gentle
man," cried out the physician. "Sir," added he, turning 
to his guest, " it is with inexpressible reluctance that I 
refuse you ; but wine would be at present a mortal poison ; 
therefore, please to content yourself, for one night only, 
with a glass of this most excellent and refreshing mineral 
water." 

The gentleman was again compelled to :mbmit, and drank 



the water, with a ,ariety of strange grimaces. After the 
cloLh was remo,ed, Signor RaLlozini entertained his patient 
,nth some agreeable and. improving con,ersation for about 
an hour, and then proposed,retiring to rest . This proposal 
the gentleman gladly accepted., as he found himself fatigued 
with his journey, ru1d unusually disposed to sleep, The 
doctor then retired, and ordered one of his servants to shew 
the guest to his chamber. 

He ,ms accordingly conducted into a neigbouring room, 
where there was little to be seen, but a homely bed, without 
furniture, with nothing to sleep upon but a mattrass almost 
as hard as the floor . At this, the gentleman blust into a 
,iolent passion again; "Villain!" cried he to the servant, 
"it is impossible your master should dare to confine me to 
such a ,nctcheci. dog-hole! Show me into another room 
immediately!" "Sir," answered the serrnnt, with profound 
humility; "I am heartily sorry the chamber does not please 
,ou, but I am perfectly certain I ha,c not mistaken my 
master's order ; and I ha,e too great a respect for you to 
thinl_c of disobeying him in a point which concerns yolu 
precious life." Saying this, he ,,ent out of the room, and, 
shutt~_g the door on the outside, left the gentleman to his 
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meditations. They ,,ere not ,ery agreeable at first ; 

however, as ho saw no remedy, he undressed himself, and 

ensconced himself in the ,netched bed, where he presently 

fell asleep, meditating reyenge upon the doctor and bis 

whole family. 
The gentleman slept so soundly, that he did not awake 

till morning; and. then the physician came into his room, 

a.nd with the greatest tenderness and civility inquired .after 

his health. He had indeed fallen asleep in very ill humour; 

but his night's rest had much composed his mind, and 

the effect ,yas increased by the extreme politeness of 

tho cloctor ; so that he ans,,ered "ith tolerable temper, 

only making bitter complaints of the homeliness of his 

accommodation. 
"l\Iy dearest sir," answered the physician, " dicl I not 

make a, prm-ious agreement with yon that you should 

submit to my management? Can you imagine tbat I ha,e 

any other end. in Yiew than the improvement of yom· 

health ? It is not possible that you should in e,erything 

perceiYe the reasons of my conduct, which is founded upon 

the most accurate theory and experience. Ho,,-eYer, in 

this case, I must inform you, that I ha·rn found out the art 

of making my ,cry beds medicinal; and this you must 

confesa, from the excellent night you barn passed. I cannot 

impart the same salutary virtues to down or silk, and 

therefore, though yery much against my inclination, I 

ha,e been compelled to lodge you in this homely manner. 

But now, if you please, it is time to rise." 
Ramozini then rang for his ser'i"ants, and tho gentleman 

suffered himself to be dressed. At breakfast he expected 

to fare a little better ; but bis relentless guardian ,rnulcl 

suffer him to taste nothing but a, slice of bread ancl a 

porringer of water-grurl, all which he defended, very little 

to his guest's satisfaction, upon the most unerring prin

ciples of medical science. 
After breakfast had been some time finished, Doctor 

Ramozini told his patient it 1YE.S time to begin the great 

work of restoring to him the use of his limbs. He accord

ingly had him carried into a, little room, where he de1:ired 



the gentleman to attempt to stand. " That is impossible," 
ans,-.;ered the patient, "for I have not been u.ble to use a 
leg these three years ." "Prop yourself, then, upon your 
crutches, and lean against the wall to support yourself," 
answered the physician. The gentleman did so, and the 
doctor went abruptly out, and locked the door after him. 
The patient had not been long alone before he felt tbe floor 
of the chamber, which he had not before l)erceived to be 
composed of plates of irc,n, grow immoderately hot under 
his feet. He called the doctor and his servants, but to no 
purpose; he then began to utter loud -.;ociferations ancl 
menaces, but all ,,as equally ineffectual. He raxecl, he swore, 
he l?romiscd, be entreated, but nobody came to his assistance, 
and the beat grew more intense every instant. At length 
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necessity compelled him to hop upon one leg, in order to 
rest the other, and this he did with greater agility than he 
could conceive was possible. Presently the other leg began 
to burn, and then he hopped upon the other. Thus he 
went on, hopping about, mth this involuntary exercise, tilJ 
be harl stretched every sinew and muscle more than he had 
clone for several years before, and thro,vn himself into a 
profuse perspiration. 

When the doctor was satisfied with the exertions of his 
patient, he sent into the room an easy chair for him to rest 
upon, and suffered the floor to cool as gradually as it had 
been heated. Then the sick man for the first time began 
to be sensible of the real use and pleasure of repose ; he 
had earned it by fatigue, without which it can ncyer prore 
either salutary or agreeab~e. 

At dinner the doctor appeared again to his patient, and 
made him a thousand apologies for the liberties he bad 
taken with his person. These excuses the gentleman re
cei,~ecl w ~th a kind of sullen civility; however, his anger 
,Yas a little mitigated by the smell of a roasted pullet, ·which 
was brought to table, and set before him. Re no,,, from 
exercise and abstinence, began to :find a relish in his dinner 
he had nernr found before, and the doctor permitted him to 
mingle a little wine with his water. Restraint, hov,·e-ver, 
was so extremely irksome to the gentleman's temper, that 
the month seemed to pass a11ay as slo11ly as a year. "\Vhen 
it had expired, and his servants came to ask his orders, he 
insfantly threw himself into his carriage, without taking 
leave either of the doctor or his family. \\Then he came to 
reflect upon the treatment he had receiYcd, his forced 
exercises, his involuntary abstinence, and all the other mor
tifications he had undergone, he could not conceive but it 
must be a plot of the physician he had left behind, and, 
full of rage and indignation, he drove directly to his house 
in order to reproach him. 

The physician happened to be at home, but scarcely 
knew his patient again, though after so short an absence. 
He had sb.runk to half his former bulk; his look and colour 
were impro-rcd, and he had entirely thrn,Yn away his crutches. 
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When he had given vent to all that his anger could suggest, 
the physician coolly answered in the following manner: 
"I know not, sir, what right you have to make me these 
reproaches, since it was not by my persuasion that you put 
yourself under the care of Doctor Ramozini." "Yes, sir, 
but you gave me a high character of his skill and integrity." 
" Has he, then, deceived you in either, or do you find 
yourself worse than when you put yourself under his care?" 
"I cannot say that," answered the gentleman; "I am, to 
be sure, surprisingly improved in my digestion; I sleep 
better than ever I did before ; I eat with an appetite ; and 
I can walk almost as well as ever I could in my life." 
' ' ..:U1cl do you seriously come," said the physician, "to 
complain of a man that has effected all these miracles for 
you in so short a time, and, unless you are now wanting to 
yourself, has given you a degree of life and health which 
you had not the smallest reason to expect ? " 

The gentleman, who had not sufficiently considered all 
these advantages, began to look a little confused, and the 
physician thus ·Irnnt on: " All that you have to complain of 
is, that you have been inYoluntarily yom· mvn dupe, and 
have been cheated into health and happiness. You ,vent 
to Dr. Ramozini, and saw a, number of miserable 
wretches comfortably at dinner. That great and \Yorthy 
man is the father of all about him. He knows that most of 
the diseases of the poor originate in their ,,ant of food and 
necessaries, and therefore benevolently assists them ,-.,-i.th 
better diet and clothing. The rich, on the contrary, am 
generally the victims of their own sloth and intemperance, 
and therefore he finds it necessary to use a contrar.v method 
of cure-exercise, abstinence, and mortification. You, sir, 
ham indeed been treated like a child ; but it has been for 
your own advantage. Neither your bed, your meat, nor 
your drink, has ever been medicated ; all the , .. rnnclerful 
change has been produced by giving you better habits, and 
rousing the slumbering powers of your 011,·n constitution. 
As to deception, you have none to complain of, cx rcpt ,vhat 
proceeded from your own foolish imagination, which per
suaded you that a physician was to regulate his conduct by 
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afforded an ample opening to shelter them from the storm. 
Into this the t~·o little boys crept, and endea:rnured to 
keep each other warm, while a Yiolent shower of snow and 
sleet fell all around, and gradually covered the earth . 
Tommy, who had been little used to hardships, bore it for 
some time ,nth fortitude, and mthout uttering a complaint. 
At length hunger and fear took entfre possession of his 
soul; and, turning to Harry, mth watery eyes and a 
mournful ·roice, he asked him ,,hat they should do·? " Do ? " 
said Harrr, " we must wait here, I think, till the weather 
clears up a little, and then we will endeavour to find the 
,-ray home." 

T. But what if the weather should not clear up at all ? 
H . In that case we must either encleaYOlll' to find our 

,my through the snow, or stay here, where we are so 
con,eniently sheltered, 

T. But oh! vrhat a dreadful thing it is to be here all 
alone in this dreary wood ! And then I am so hungry and 
so cold. Oh! if ,,e had but a little fire to ,..,.arm us! 

H. I haYe heard that shipwrecked. persons, when they 
haye been cast away upon a desert coast., ham made a fire 
to warm themsel-rns, by rubbing b,o pieces of wood toge
ther till they caught fire; or here is a better thing; I have 
a large knife in my pocket, and, if I could but find a piece 
of flint, I could easily strike fire mth the back of it. 

Harry then searched about, and, after some time, found 
a couple of flints, though not ,nthout much difficulty, as 
the ground was nearly hidden w·ith snow. Re then took 
the flints, and striking one upon the other with all his 
force, he shi-rered them into se--rnral pieces ; of these he 
chose the thinnest and sharpest, and telling Tommy, with a 
smile, that he believed it would do, he struck it sernral 
times against the back of his knife, and thus produced 
se-rnral sparks of fire . "This," l:laid I-Torry, '· ,\-ill be 
enough to light a fire, if we can but find something 
sufficiently combustible to kindle from these sparks." Ile 
then collected all the driest leayes he could find, ,,ith little 
decayed pieces of ,-rood, and, piling them into a heap, 
endeavoured to kindle a blaze by the sparks which ho 
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continually struck from his knife and tho flint. But it 
was in vain; the leaves were not of a sufficiently com
bustible nature; and while he wearied himself in ,aiu, they 
were not at all the more advanced. Tommy, who beheld the ill success of his friend, began to be more and more 
terrified, and in despair ask~d Harry, again, ·what they 
should do ? Harry answered, that as they failed in their 
attempt to warm themselves, the best thing they could do, 
w·as to endeavour to find their way home, more especially ns the snow had now ceased, and the sky had become much 
clearer. To this Tommy consented; and with infinite difficulty they began their march ; for, as the snow had 
completely co,erecl every track, and the daylight began to 
foil, they wandered at random through a vast and pathless wood. At every step which Tommy took, he sank almost to his knees in snow ; the win.cl was bleak and cold, and it 
was with much difficulty that Harry could prevail upon him to continue his journey. At length, ho1·.rever, as they thus pursued their way with infinite toil, they came to 
some lighted embers, lately quitted by some labourers, or 
some wandering passenger, and as yet unextinguishe<l. 
"See," said Harry, T'irith joy, "see what a luc.ky chance is this! here is a fire ready lighted for us, which needs only 
the assistance of a little wood to make it burn." Harry 
again collected all the dry pieces of wood he could find, 
and piled them upon the embers, which in a few minutes began to blaze, and diffused a cheerful warmth. Tommy then began to warm and chafe his almost frozen limbs ,nth 
infinite delight over the fire; at length he could not help 
observing to Harry, that he never could have belieYed that 
a few dried sticks could have been of so much conse
quence to him. "Ah!" answered Ilarry, ":Master Tommy, you have been brought up in such a manner, that you 
never knew what it was to want anything; but that is not the case with thousands and millions of people. I lrn.,0 
seen hundreds of poor children ,-rho have neither bread to eat, fire to warm, nor clothes to coyer them. Only think, then, what a disagreeable situation they must be in; yet they arc so accustomed to harch;l1ip, that they do not cry 
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or fbur ragged children were tumbling upon the floor, and creeping between their father's legs. 
"Daddy," said the little boy. as he came in, "here is l\faster Merton, who was so good to us all in the summer; he has lost his way in the ,Yood, and has almost perished in the snow." 
The man upon this arose, aud m.th much civility desired the t'Wo little boys to seat themselves by the fire, while tho good woman ran to fetch her largest faggot, which she threw upon the fire, and created a cheerful blaze in an instant. "There, my dear little master," said she, "you may at least refresh yourself a little by our fire; aud I v;rish I had anything to offer you that you could cat, but I am afraid you would ne-rer be able to bear such coarse brown bread as we poor folks are obliged to eat." "Indeed," said Tommy, "my good mother, I have fasted so long, and I am so hungry, that I think I could eat anything." ""\Vell, then," ans,yered the ,voman, "here is a little bit of gammon 
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of bacon, which I \Yill broil for you upon the embers, and if 
you can make a supper, yo'J are heartily welcome." 

While the good. woman was thus preparing supper, the 
man had closed his book, anr_ placed it with great respect 
upon a shelf. Tommy had the curiosity to ask him what 
he was reading about? ":Master," answered the man, "I 
w·as reading the book which teaches me my duty towards 
man, and to my God; I was reading the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ." 

ToMMT. Indeed, I have heard of that good book; 1\fr. 
Barlow has often read part of it to me, and promised I 
should read it myself. ':Chat is the book they read at church; 
I have often heard }Ur. Barlow read it to the people, and he 
always reads it so l'i·ell and so affectingly, that e-verybody 
listens, and you may hear ernn a pin drop upon the 
pavement. 

TnE 1\L~.N. Yes M~aster, 1\1r. Barlow is a worthy servant 
and follower of J esns Christ himself. He is the friend of 
all the poor in the neighbourhood; he gires us food and 
medicines when we are ill, and he employs us when we can 
find no work; but, 1Yhat we are even more obliged to him 
for than the giving us food and raiment, and life itself, he 
instructs us in our duty, makes us ashamed of our faults, 
and teaches us how we may be happy, not only here, but in 
another "\Yorld. I was once an idle abandoned man myself, 
given up to s,,earing and clTinking, neglecting my family, 
and taking no thought for my poor wife and children; but 
since 1\lr. Barlow has taught me better things and made mo 
acquainted with this blessed book, I hope I do my duty 
better to my poor family . 

"That indeed you do, Robin," answered the woman; 
"there is not a better and kinder husband in the "\Yorld. 
You have not \rnsted a single penny or a moment's time 
these two years; and ,nthout that unfortunate fever, which 
prevented you from working last harvest, we should ha·rn the 
greatest reason to be all contented." 

"Have we not the greatest reason now," answered the 
man, "to be not only contented, lmt thankful for all the 
blessings we enjoy? It is true, that I, and se,eral of the 
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children ,,ere ill this year for many weeks ; but did we not 
all escape, through the blessing of God and the care of good 
Mr. Barlow, and this worthy ~laster Sandford, ·who brought 
us victuals so many days with his own hands, when we 
otherwise should perhaps have starved? Have I not had 
,ery good employment ever since, and do I not now earn 
six shillings a ,,eek, which is a -very comfortable thing, when 
many poor wretches as good as I are starving, because they 
cannot find work ? " 

" Six shillings a week ! six shillings a week ! " answered 
Tommy, in amazement, "and is that all you and your ,vife 
and children ha,e to live on for a whole week." 

Trrn 1\Lur. Not all, Master; my wife sometimes earns a 
shilling or eighteen-pence a week by spinning, and Olli' eldest 
daughter begins to do something that Yrny, but not much. 

TOMMY. That makes seven shillings and sixpence a ,Yeek. 
Why, I have known my mother give more than that to go 
to a place where foreign people sing. I have seen her and 
other ladies give a man a guinea for dressing their hair; 
and I knew a little :Miss, whose father gives half-a-guinea a 
time to a little Frenchman, who teaches her to jump and 
caper about the room. 

"Master," replied the man, smiling, " these are great 
gentlefolks that you are talking about; they are very rich, 
and have a right to do "TT"hat they please with their ovrn .. 
It is the duty of us poor folks to labour hard, to take w·hat 
we can get, and thank the great and wise God that Olli' 
condition is no worse." 

T. What, and is it possible that you can thank God for 
living in such a house as this, and earning seven shillings 
and sixpence a week ? 

TnE 1\IA..N. To be sure I can, :Master. Is it not an act of 
Ilis goodness, that we have clothes, and a warm house to 
shelter us, and "TT"holcsome food to cat? It was but yester
day that two poor men came by, "TT"ho had been cast away 
in a storm, and lost their ship and all they had. One of 
the poor men had scarcely any clothes to cover him, and 
was shaking all over with a violent ague; and the other had 
his toes almost mortified bv walking bare-footed in tho 
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snow. Am I not a great deal better off than these poor 
men, and perhaps than a thousand others, who are at this 
time tossed about upon the \\aves, or cast away, or wander
ing about the world, without a shed to cover them from 
the weather or imprisoned for debt ? l\Iight I not hayc: 
~·one on in committing bad actions, like many other 
~mhappy men, till I had been guilty of some notorioua 
crime, which might haye brought me to a shameful end ? 
And ought I not to be grateful for all these blessings which 
I possess without deserving them ? 

Tommy, 'id10 had hitherto enjoyed all the good thiugs of 
this life, ,Yithout reflecting from ,-vhom he bad recei,-ed them: 
\Yas Yr-ry much str-ack with the piety of this honest and 
contented man ; but, as he \\as going to ans\\er, the good 
,voman, who had laid a clean though coarse cloth upon the 
table, and taken up her sayoury supper in an earthen pbtc, 
im-ited them to sit down; an im·itation which both the boys 
obeyed with the greatest pleaslue, as they had eaten nothing 
since the morning. In the meantime, the honest cottager 
had taken his hat and -walked to l\Ir. Barlow's to inform 
him that his t\\o pupils were safe in the neighbourhood. 

l\Ir. Badow had long suffered the greatest uneasiness at 
their absence, and not contented with sending after them 
ou every side, was at that very time busy in the pursuit ; 
so that the man met him about half-way from his own 
house. As soon as l\.1r. Barlow heard the good news, he 
determined to return \\ith the messenger, and reached his 
house just as Tommy l\1erton had finished one of the 
heartiest meals he had ever made. 

The little boys rose up to meet :}Ir. Barlow, and thanked 
him for his kindness, and the pains he had taken to look 
after them; expressing their concern for the accident ,vhich 
had happened, and the uneasiness ·which, ,Yithout designing 
it, they had occasioned. But he, with the greatest good 
nature, advised them to be more cautious for the future, 
and not to extend their walks so far ; then, th::mking the 
worthy couple, he offered to conduct bis pupils home: and 
they all three set out together in a -very cold, but fine and 
starlight e,emng. 
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As U1ey went, :i.\Ir_ Barlow renewed his caution, anu told Lhcm the clangers they had incurred. "J\Inny people," said he, "in your situation, have been surprised by an nncxpectccl storm, and, losing their way, have perished ,vith cold. Sometimes, both men and beasts, not being able to discern their accustomed track, have fallen into deep pits filled up and covered with the snow, \Yhere they ha·rn been found buriecl several feet deep, and frozen to death." "And is it impossible," said Tommy, "in such a case to escape?" "In general it is," said J\Ir. Barlow; "but there have been some extraordinary instances of persons who have lived several days in that condition, and yet have been Laken out aliYe ; to-morrow you shall read a remarkable story to that purpose." 
As they were ,rnlking 011, Tommy looked up at tho sky, \Yherc all the stars glimmered with unusual brightness, and said, ",Vhn.t a, number of stars arc hero! I think I ncYcr obsened so many before in all my life! " "Innumerable as they appear to you," said :\Ir. Barlow, "there arc persons who have counted many morr, "liich arc at p1·cscnt in risible 

').l 



io your eye: 1 ' · IIo,\- c:,lll that he?" inquired Tommy, 

"fo1• there is neither beginning nor end; they are scattered 

so confusedly about the sky, that I should think it as 

impossible to number them, r..s the flakes of snow that fell 

to-day, while ,-.;-e were in the wood." 
At this l\Ir. Barlow smiled, ancl saicl, that he believed 

Harry could gi-re him a different account, although perhaps 

he could not number them all. "Harry," said. he, " cannot 

you shew your companion some of the constellations ? " 

"Yes," ans,Yered. Harry, "I believe I remember some, that 

you haYe been so good as to teach me." "But pray, sir," 

said Tommy, "wha.t i.s a constellation?" 
"Those men,'' anslfered l\Ir. Barlow, "who first began to 

observe the heavens as you do now, have observed certain 

stars, remarkable either for their brightness or position. 

To these they have gi\-en a particular name, that they might 

the more easily know them again, and discom·se of them to 

others; and these clusters of stars they call constellations. 

But come, Harry, you are a little farmer, and can certainly 

point out to us Charles's Wain. 
Harry then looked up to the sky, and pointed out se,en 

very bright stars towards the North. "You are right," 

said Mr. Barlow; "four of these stars have put the common 

people in mind of the four wheels of a "aggon, and the 

three others of the horses ; therefore they haxe called them 

by this name. Now, Tommy, look well at these, and see 

i.f you can find any seven stars in the whole sky that 

resemble them in their position." 
T. Indeed, sir, I do not think I can. 
l\fr. B. Do you not think, then, that you can find them 

again? 
T. I will try, sir. Now, I will take my eye off, and look 

another way. I protest I cannot find them again. Oh! 

I believe there they are. Pray, sir (pointing ,vith his 

finger), is not that Charles's Wain? 
Mr. B. You are right; and, by remembering these stars, 

you may very easily observe those which are next to then:. 

and learn their names, too, and so on, till you are acquainte(l 

with the whole face of the heavens. 
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T. That is indeed very clever and Yery surpr1smg. I will show my mother Charles's '\Vain, ihe first time I go home; I dare say she has never observed i,t. 
l\lr. B. But look at the two stars which compose the hinder vd1eels of the waggon, and raise your eye up towards the top of the sky; do you not see a very bright star, tlrn.t seems to be almost, but not quite, in a line with the two others? 

T. Yes, sir; I see it plainly. 
~Ir. B. That is called the Pole-star; it never moves from its place ; and, by looking full at it, you may always find the North. 
T. That is very curious indeed; so, then, by knowing tlie Pole-star, I can always find North, East, "\Vest, and South. But you said that the Pole-star never moves ; do the other stars, then, move out of their places ? 
:Mr. B. That is a question you may learn to answer yourself, by observing tbe present appearance of the hcayens; anc.l then examining whether the stars change their places at any future time. 
T. But, sir, I have thought that it 1Youlc.l be a good contrivance, in order to remember then· situations, if I were to draw them upon a bit of paper. 
l\Ir. B. But how would you do that ? 
T. I would make a mark upon tho paper for every star in Charles's Wain ; and I would place the marks just as I sec the stars placed in the sky; and I would beg you to write tho names for mo ; and this I would do till I was acquainted with all the stars in the heavens. 
J\Ir. B. That would be an excellent way; but your paper is fiat ; is that the form of the sky ? 
'1

1

• No; the sky seems to rise from the earth on every side, liJrn the dome of a great church. 
J\.Ir. B.. Th~n if you were to have some round body, I should thmk 1t woulcl correspond to the difterent parts of the sky, and you might place your stars with more exactness. 
T. That is true, indeed, globe. sir ; I ,vish I Lad just such n 

:.u2 
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]Hr. B. Well, just such a globe I will emlca:rnur to 

procure you. 
T. Sir, I am much obliged to you, indeed. But of what 

use is it to know the stars? 
Mr. B. Were there no other use, I should think there 

would be a very great pleasure in observing such a number 

of glorious glittering bodies as arc now above us. ,Y c 

sometimes run to see a procession of coaches, or a fow 

people in fine clothes strutting about. ""\\Te admire a large 

room that is painted, and ornamented, and gilded ; but 

what is there in all these things to be compared ·with the 

sight of these luminous bodies that adorn e,ery part of the 

sky? 
T. That's true, indeed. })Iy Lord "\Yimple's great room, 

that I have heard all the people admire so much, is no 

more to be compared to it than the shrtbbiest thing in the 

world. 
iir. B. You are right; besides there arc some, and those 

very important, uses to be clerirncl from an acquaintance 

with the stars . Harry, clo you tell :i\Iaster ::\Ierton the 

story of your being lost upon the great moor. 
JI. You must know, ifaster Tommy, that I ha,e an uuclo 

who li,es about three miles off, across the great moor that 

we have sometimes walked upon. Nm,, as I am in general 

pretty well acquainted with the roads, my father -rery often 

sends me with messages to my uncle. One evening I came 

there so late, that it was scarcely possible to get home again 

before it was quite dark. It was at that time in the month 

of October. lYiy uncle w-ished me ,cry much to stay at 

his house all night, but I could not, because my father had 

desired me to come back ; so I set out as soon as possible, 

but, just as I had reached the heath, the e-rening grew 

extremely dark. 
T. Ancl ,-rcre not you frightened to find yourself all 

alone upon such a dismal place? 
H. No ; I knew the worst that coul<l happen \Vould be 

that I should stay there all night, and as soon as eyer the 

morning shone, I should fincl my way home. IIow-c,er. by 

the time I ha.d rea.ched the middle of the heath, there came 
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on such a -riolent tempest 01' wind, blowing foll in my face, accompanied 'i\·ith such a shower, that I found it impossible to continue my 1Yay. So I quitted tho track, which is neYer Yery easy to find, and ran aside to a holly-bush that grew at some distance, to seek a little shelter. Here I lay very comfortably till the storm was almost OYer ; then I rose ancl attempted to continue my way, but unfortunately I missed the track, and lost myself. 
T. That was a -rery dismal thing indeed. 
H. I wandered about a great while, but still to no purpose. I had. not a single mark to direct me, because tho common is so extensiYe, and so bare either of trees or houses, that one may walk for miles and see nothing but heath and furze. Sometimes I tore my legs in scrmnbling through great thiekets of furze; now and then I plumped into a hole full of ,n1.ter, and should have been drowned if 
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I lwcl not learned to S-\\-im; so that at last I "-as gomg to 
girn jt up in despair, when, looking on one side, I saw a 

light at a, little distance, which seemed to be a candle 
and lantern that somebody was carrying across the moor. 

T. Did not that giYe you very great comfort? 
"You shall hear," ans-wered Harry, smiling. "At first l 

was doubtful whether I should go up to it; but I con
sidered that it was not worth anybody's pains to hurt a 
poor boy like me, and that no person ,Yho ,,as out on any 
e-vil design would probably choose to carry a light. So I 
determined boldly to go up to it and inquire the way." 

'11. And did tho person ,-rith the candle and lantern direct 
YOU? 

· H. I began walking towards it; when nnmecliatc1y tJ1e 
] ight, which I had first obsened on my nght hand, m0Yi11g 
slmYl_r along by my side, clrnnged its clirect10n, ancl went 
directly before me, witb about the same acgree of smftness. 
I thought this very odd, but I sbll continuccl the chase; 
and just as I thought I bad app·oached wry near, I tumbled 
juto another pit full of water. 

11. 'rhat was unlucky indeed. 
H. Well, I scrambled out, and very luckily on the same 

side with the light, which I began to follow again, but with 
as little success as ever. I had now wandered some miles 
about the common. I knew no more where I was than if 
I had been set do,m upon an unknown country ; I bad no 
hopes of finding my way home, unless I could rea.cL this 
1Yanclering light; :mcl, though I could not conceh-e that the 
person who carrit•d it could know of my being so near, he 
seemed to act as if determined to aYoid me. However, I 
was resolved to make one attempt, and therefore 1 began to 
run as fast as I was able, hallooing out, at the same time, to 
the person whom J. thought before me, to entreat him to 
stop. 

T. And did he ? 
H. Instead of that, the light, which had been moving 

along at a slow and easy pace, now began to dance before 
me ten times faster than before; so that, instead of over
taking it, I found myself farther and farther behind. 
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Still I ran on, till I lmwarily sunk up to the middle in a 
large bog, out of which I at last scrambled ,,-,·ith very great 
difficulty. Surprised at this, and not conceiving that any 
human being could pass over such a bog as this, I deter
mined to pursue the light no longer. But now I "as wet 
and weary; the clouds had indeed rolled away, and the 
moon and stars ))egan to shine ; I looked arolmd me, and 
could discern nothrng but a wide, barren country, -Y\ithout 
so much as a tree to shelter me, or any animal jn sight. I 
listened, in hopes of hearing a sheep-bell, or the barking of 
:-i, dog; but nothing met my ear, except the shrill whistling 
of the ,--..-ind, which blev,r so co]d, that it chilled me to the 
Yery heart. In this situation I stopped awhile to consider 
what I should do; and raising my e.res by accident to the 
sky, the first object I beheld ,..,.as that very constellation of 
Charles's \\rain, and above it I discerned the l)ole-sb.r1 glimmering, as it "\\ere, from the Yery top of HeaYen. 
Instt-mtly a thought came into my mind. I considered J 

that when I had been walking along the road ,vhich led 
tmrnrds my uncle's house, I had often observed the Pole
star full before me ; therefore it occurred to me, that if I 
turned my back exactly upon it, and went straight forward 
in a contrary direction, it must lead me towards my father's 
house. As soon as I had formed this resolution, I began to 
execute it. I was persuaded I should now escape ; and, 
forgetting my fatigue, I ran along as briskly as if I had 
0!lly just set out. Nor was I disappointed; for though I 
could see no tracks, yet, taking the greatest care always to 
go on in one direction, the moon afforded mo light enough 
to avoid the pits and bogs w-b-ich are found in various parts 
of that wild moor. ,Vhen I bad travelled, as I imao-ined, 
about three miles, I heard the barking of a dog, which gave 
me double vigour; and a little farther on I came to some 
inclosures at the skirts of the common, which I knew; so 
that I found my way home, after having almost despaired 
of doing it. 

T. Indeed, the kno,;vledge of the Pole-star was of very 
great use to you. I am determined I mll make myself 
acquainted ,,ith all the stars in the hen.Yens. But did' yon 
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ever find out w·hat that light was, which danced before you 
in so extraordinary a manner ? 

H. When I came home, my father told me it -was what 
the common peo1)le call a J ack-o' -the-lantern, and Mr. 
Barlow has since informed me, that these are only vapours 
·which rise out of the earth in moist and fenny places, 
although they have a bright appearance; and therefore told 
me that many people like me, who have taken them for a 
lighted candle, have followed them, as I did, into bogs and 
ditches. 

Just as Harry had finished bis history, they aniYecl at 
l\Ir. Barlow's, and after sitting some time, and talking oYcr 
the accidents of the day, the little boys retired to bed. 
l\.Ir. Barlow ,...-as sitting alone in his parlour, reading, when, 
to his great surprise, Tommy came running into the room 
half undressed, bmvling out, " Sir, sir, I h::we found it out! 
they move! they moye ! " "What moves ? " said l\Ir. 
Barlow. "Why, Charles's Wain mm·es," ans,verecl Tommy; 
"I wanted to take one peep at the sky before I 11ent to 
bed, and I see that all the seven stars ha-ve mornd from 
their places a great way higher up the sky." "Well," said 
l\Ir. Barlow, "you are indeed right. You have done a yast 
deal to-day; and to-morrow ,ve 11ill talk Oi"er these things 
again." 

\Vhen the morrow came, Tommy put l\Ir. Barlow m mincl 
of the story he had promised him about the people buried 
in the sno,Y. JYir. Barlow looked out the book ; but first 
said, "It is necessary to gi...-c you some explanation. The 
country where this accident happened is full of rocks and 
mountains, so exceedingly high that the snow never melts 
upon their tops." "Never?" said Tommy, "not even in 
the summer?'' "Not even in the summer. The valleys 
between these mountains are inhabited by a bra-rn and 
industrious people. Their sides, too, arc culti-rnted, but tho 
tops of the highest mountains are so extremely cold that 
the ice a,nd snow ne,-er melt, but go on continually increasing. 
During a great part of the -winter the weather is extremely 
cold, and the inhabitants confine thernselYcs 1Yithin their 
houses, which they have tho art to render very comfortable. 



AJmosL all the road::; are then impassable, a11d ::;110\r aud i-:e afford the only prospect. But ,vhen the year begins to grow waxmer, the snow is frequently thmvecl upon the sides of the mountains, and undermined by the torrents of water, which pour down with irresistible fury. Hence it frequently happens that prodigious masses of snow fall clown, burying beasts and houses, and even villages. 
"In the neighbourhood of these high mountains, which arc called the Alps, on tho 19th of l\Iarch, 1755, a small cluster of houses ·was entirely OV'erwhelmed by two vast bodies of snow that tumbled down upon them from a greater height. All the inhabitants. ,Yero then within doors, except one Joseph Rochia ancl his son, a lad of fifteen, who were on the roof of their house, clearing away the snow, which had fallen for three days incessantly. A pries_t going by to c·hnrch advised t:1em to come clown, as ho had just obscned a body of snow tumbling from the mountain towards them. ~l.1he man descended 11ith great precipitation, and fled with his son, ho knew uot whither; but scarcely had he gone 



170 SANDFORD AND MERTON. 

thirty 01· forty steps, before his son, 1'ho followed him, fell 

down. The father looking back sa,v his own and his neigh

bours' houses, in which were twenty-two persons in all, 

coyered with a high mountain of snow. He lifted up his 

son, and reflecting that his w·ife, his sister, two childr·en, ancl 

all his effects ,-rnrc thus buried, he fainted away; but, soou 

rcvi,ing, got safe to a friend's house at some distance. 

"Five days after, Joseph, being perfectly rccoyered, got 

upon the snow, with his son and two of his wife's brothers, 

to try if he could find the exact place "here his house stood, 

but, after making many openings in the snow, they conlcl 

net discoYer it. The month of April proving hot, and the 

rnow beginning to softPn, l{ochia again used his utmost 

rndensours to recover his effects, and to bury, as he thought. 

1 he remains of his family. lle made new openings, and 

threw in earth to melt the snow, which on the 24th of April 

was greatly diminished. He broke through ice six English 

feet thick, with iron bars, thrust down n, long pole, and 

touched the ground; but, evening coming on, he desisted. 

"The next day the brother of his wife, who bad heard of 

tho misfortunes of the family, came to the house where 

Joseph was, and, after resting himself a little, went with 

him to work upon the snow, where they made anor1wr 

opening, which led them to the house they searcheu fu ... ; 

but, finding no dead bodies in its ruins, they sought for the 

stable, which was about two hundred and forty English feet 

distant. Having found this building, they heard the cry of 

"Help, my dear brother!" Greatly surpri::;ecl, as well as 

encouraged by these \"rnrds, they laboured with all diligence 

till they had made a large opening, through ,Yhich the 

brother immediately went down. The sister, w·ith au 

agonir.ed and feeble voice, told him, 'I haYe always trusted 

in God and you, that you would not forsake me.' The 

other brother nnd the husband then went down, ancl founcl, 

still alirn, the wife, about forty-five, the sister, about thirty

five, and the daughter, about thirteen years old. These 

they passed up in their arms to men above, who pulled them 

up as jf from the gram, and carried them to a neighbouring 

house. They were unable to walk, and so wasted, that they 
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appenred like mere skeletons. They ,rnre immediately put 
to bed, aud gruel of rye-flom· and a little butter was giYen 
to recover them. 

"Some dars after, the magistrate of the place came to 
visit them, and found the wife still unable to rise from bed, 
or use her feet, from the intense cold she had endured, and 
the uneasy posture she bad been in. The sister, whose legs 
had been bathed ,rith hot ,Yine, could walk with some 
difficulty, and the d.augbtcr needed no farther remedies. 

"On tho magistrate's interrogating the -women, they told 
him that, on the morning of the 10th of l\Iarcb, they were 
in the stable, with a boy six years old, and a, girl of about 
thirteen. In the same stable were six goats, one of ,Yhich 
baring brought forth b'i·o dead kids the night before, they 
went to carry her a small vessel of rye-fl.om· gruel; there 
were also an ass, and fise or six fowls. The women w·e1'l.; 
sheltering themselves in a, -warm corner of the stable till the 
church bell should ring, as they intended to go there. The 
wife related that, -wanting to go out of the stnble to kiucllc 
a fire in the house of her husband, who was clearing mrny 
the snow from the roof, she perceived a mass of sno,v 
breaking down towards the east, upon which she weut back 
into the stable, shut the door, a::::1d told h8r sister. In less 
than three minutes they heard the roof. break O"rnr their 
heads, and also a part of the ceiling. The sister advised 
them to get into the rack and manger, ,Yhich they did. 
The ass was tied to the manger, but got loose by kicking 
and struggling) and threw dmvn the little yessel, which they 
found, and aftenTards used to hold the melted snow, which 
sened them for drink. 

"Very fortunately the manger was under the main prop 
of the stable, and so resisted the weight of the snow. The 
first care of the captives was to know what they had to eat. 
The sister said she had fifteen chestnuts in her pockets ; 
the children said they had breukfasted, and should want no 
more that day. They remembered there were thirty-six. or 
forty cakes in a, place near the stable, and endeavoured to 
get at them, but were not able for the snow. They called 
often for help, but were heard by none. The sister gaye 
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tho chestnuts to tbe wife, and ate fo·o hersc]f, and they 
drank some snow water. The ass ,,.as restless, and the 
goats kept bleating for some days, after 11hich they heard 
no more of them. Two of the goats, however, were left 
alive, and lay near the manger. One of them gave milk, 
w·hcrewith they presened their lives. Durjng all this time, 
they saw not one ray of light; yet for about t11cnty days 
they had some notice of night and day from the crowing of 
the fo,,·ls, till these died. 

"The second day, being very hungry, they ate all the 
rhestnuts, and drank what milk the goat yielded. This 
,vas two pounds a day at first, but it soon decreased. The 
third day they attempted again, but in vain, to get at 
the cakes ; so they resoh-ed to take all possible care to feed 
the goats; for just above the manger l'i·as a hay-loft, where, 
through a hole, the sister pulled clown hay jnto the rack, 
and gave it to the goats as long as she could reach it, and, 
when it ,ms beyond her reach, the goats climbed upon her 
shoulders, and rcacbecl it for themsel-rns. 

"On the sixth day the boy sickened, and six days after 
desired his mother, who all this time had held him in her 
lap, to lay him iu the ma11ger. She did so, ancl taking him 
by the hand, felt it 11as Yery cold; she then put her hand 
to his mouth, and finding that cold likcv-ise, she garn him 
a little milk; the boy then cried, 'Oh! my father is in the 
snow! Oh father! father!' and expired. 

"In the mcan11hile, the goat's milk diminished daily, 
and, the fowls soon after dying, they could no longer 
distinguish night from day. But now the second goat Lael 
a kid, aJ.1.d the young one dying, they had all the milk for 
their o\\Il subsistence ; so they found that the micldle of 
April was come. Whenever they called this goat, it would 
come and lick their faces and hands, and gave them every 
day two pouncls of milk; on which account they still bear 
the poor creatm·e a great afiection. . 

"This ,,as the account wbich these poor people gnyc to 
the magistrate of their preservatio11." 

"Dear me!" said Tommy, ,,bcn l\lr. Barlow had fini::.hcd 
ihis account, "what a number of accidents people are 



1:i1tbject to in this \Yorlcl." "It is very true," answere<.1 l\Ir. Barlo,Y; "but, as that is the case, it is necessary to improve ourselves in every manner, that we may be able to struggle against them." 
ToMMY. Indeed sir, I begin to believe it is; for when I was younger than I am now, I remember I was always fretful and hurting myself, though I had two or three people constantly to take care of me. At present, I seem quite another thing ; I do not mind falling down and hurting myself, or cold, or weariness, or scarcely anything which happens. iir. B.a.RLOW. And which do you prefer--to be as you are now, or as you were before? 
T. As I am now, a great dca], sir; for then I always had something or another the matter with me. Sometimes 1 
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had a little cold, ancl then I ·was obliged to stay indoors for 
several clays ; sometimes a little headache, and then I was 
forced to take physic; sometimes the ,,eather was too hot, 
then I must stay at home, and the same ·when it was too 
cold; I used to be tired to death if I did but walk a mile, 
and I was always eating cake and sweetmeats, till I made 
myself sick. At present I think I am ten times stronger 
and healthier than ever I was in my life. But what a 
terrible country that must be, where people are subject to 
be buried in that manner in the snow! I wonder anybody 
will live there. 

1\-fr. B. The people who inhabit that country are of a 
different opinion, and prefer it to all the countries in th~ 
world. They are great tra-vellers, and many of them follow 
different professions in all the different countries of Europe ; 
but it is the only ,nsh of almost all to return, before their 
clea.th, to the mountains "-here they were born and where 
they passed their youth. 

T. I cannot understand that. I ham seen a great nrnn_,
ladies and little misses at our house; and wbenevel' they 
were talking of the pbces \Yhere they should like to live, I 
have ahrnys heard them say that they hated the country of 
all things, though they were born n,ud bred there. 

l\fr. B. And yet there are thousands who bear to live in 
it all their lives, and have no desire to change. Should yon, 
Ha.rry, like to lea,ve the country, and go to live in some town ; 

HARRY. Indeed, sir, I should not, for then I must lea:re 
evcrytbu1g I lo·rn in the world ; I must leave my fa.tber and 
mother, who ha;ve been so kind to me, and you too, sir, whn 
have taken such pa,ins to improve me, and ma,kP me good. 
I am convinced that I never shall find such friends again as 
long as I live; and what should anybody wish to live for, 
who has no friends? Besides, there is not a field upon my 
father's farm, that I do not prefer to every town I eyer saw 
in my life. 

T. And haxe you ever been in any large town ? 
H. Once I was in Exeter, but I did not much like it. 

The houses seemed to me to stand too thick and close, and 
then there are little narrow alleys where the poor live, and 
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Lhe houses are so high, that neither light nor an· can m·er get to them ; and they most of them appeared so dirty and unhealthy, that it made my heart ache to look at them. And then I walked along the streets, and peeped into the shops- and what do you think I saw? 1.'. What? 

H. '\Vhy, I saw great hulking fellows, as big as our ploughmen and carters, with their heads all frizzled and curled like one of our sheep's tails, and they did nothing but finger ribands and caps for the "\Yomen ! This amused me so, that I could not help laughing ready to split my sides. And then, the gentlewoman at Vi'hose house I was, took me to a place, where there ,vas a large room full of candles, and a great number of fine gentlemen and fadies all dressed out very finely, who were dancing about as if they were mad. But at the door of this house there w·ere twenty or thirty ragged, half-starved women and children, who stood shivering in the rain, and begged for a bit of bread; but nobody gave it to them. So then I could not help thinking that it would be a great deal better, if all the fine people would give some of their money to the poor that they might have some clothes and victuals in their tm,n. I went home the next day, and never -was I better pleased in my life. 1Vhcn I came to the top of the great hill, from which you have a prospect of our house, I really thought I should ha:re cried with joy. The fielcls looked all so pleasant, and the cattle feeding in them so happy; and then every step I took, I met with somebody or other I knew, or some little boy that I used to play with. "Here is little Harry come back," said one. " How do ye do, how do ye do ? '' cried a second. Then a third shook hands with me ; and the very cattle, when I went about to see them, all seemed glad that I was come home again. 
l\1r. B. You aee by this, that it is very possible for people to like the country, and to be happy in it. But as to th~ fine young ladies you talk of, the truth is, that they neither love, nor would be long contented in any place. It _is no wonder they dislike the country, ,vhcre they find neither employment nor amusement. They wish to go to 
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London, because there they meet with numbers of people as 

idle and frivolous as themselves ; and these people mutually 

assist each other to talk about trifles, and waste their time. 

T. That is true, sir, really; for when we have a great deal 

of company, I have often obser,ed that they never talked 

about anything but eating or dressing, or men and women that 

are paid to make faces at the play-house, or a great room called 

Ranelagh,* where everybody goes to meet their friends. 

liir. B. I beliern Harry w·ill ne-,er go there to meet his 

friends. 
II. Indeed, sfr, I do not know what Ranelagh is; but all 

the friends I hnse are at home; and ,,·hen I sit b,· the fire 

side on a winter's night, and read to my father and mother. 

and. sisters, as I sometimes clo, or when I talk with you am1 

::.\foster Tommy upon improYiug sul)jects, I never wish for an_\' 

other friends or conversation. 13ut pray, sir, what is Rane}agh? 

l\Ir. B. Ranelagh is a very large round room, to "·11il:h, 

at particular times of the year, great numbers of persons 

go in their carriages to walk about for sernral hours. 

II. And docs nobody go there that has not sc,eral 

friends ? Because :\faster Tommy said that people w·cnt to 

lhnelagh to meet their friends. 
::.\Ir. Barlow smiled at this question, and answered, " The 

room is generally so crowded, that })eople have little oppor

tunity for any kind of con,ersation; they i\"alk round and 

round in a circle, one after the other, just like horses in a 

mill. ,Vhen people meet who kno'., each other, the_\' 

perhaps smile and bow, but are pushed forward, ·without 

having any opportunity to stop. 
H. "Whenever I see people dressed ,ery finely, I cannot 

help thinking of the story you once read me of Agesilaus, 

Icing of Sparta. 
T. \\71iat is that story? Do pray let me hear it. 

nir. B. To-morrow you shall hear it; at present we have 

read and conrersed enough ; it is better that you shoultl 

go out and amuse yourselves. 

• A public room at Chelsea, where large assemblies Wd'C ltclll during the Ja::,t 

century, 
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CllAPTER X. 
tlIE LE\.'£& .A.ND ITS POWERS-THE SCA.LES-T.IIE WHEEL AND .A.XLEARITlC\iETIC-ELE:UENTS O.J .A.STRONO:.UY- TIIE HISTORY OF AGESI LAUSTJIE STORY OF LEO:NIDAS. 

T1rn little boys then \Yent out, and returned to a diversion they had been amusing themselres ,-rith for several days, t.he making a, prodigious sn°'Y-ball. 'I1hey had begun by making a, small globe of snow w·ith their hands. This they turned ornr and over, till, by continually collecting fresh matter, it grew so large that they 11ere unable to roll it any farther. Here Tommy observed that their labours nnrnt end, "for it ,ms impos~.ible to turn it any longer." "No," said Harry, "I know n, remedy for that." So he ran and felchcd a, couple of thick sticks, about fiye feet long, allll giYing one of them to Tommy, he took the other himself. He then desired Tommy to put the encl of his sL.ick under i he ma-·s, while Harry did the same on his side; and then, lifting at the other end, they rolled the heap fol"ward with the grcatc&t case. N 
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'l1omrny wns extremely surprised, and said, "How cnn 
this bo? ,V care not a bit stronger than ,,,-o were before; 
aud yet now vrn are able to roll this s110,,--ball dong ,Yith 
case, ,Yhile we could not cYen stir it before." "1.'hat is 
very true," ans'i\·ered Harry, ,: but it is owing to these 
dicks. This is tho ,,ay the hbourers move the largest 
trees, which, without this contri-nmce, they would not be 
nble to stir." " I ne-,er should have 1magined," said 
Tommy, " that the sticks would have given us more strength 
thrm we hacl before." 

Just as he had said this, through a Yiolent effort made by 
the boys, both their sticks broke short in the midclie. 
,: This is no great loss," observed Tommy; "for the ends 
will do just n.s well as the whole sticks." 

They then tried to shove the ball again, -n-ith the 
truncheons which remained in their hands; but, to the 
new surprise of Tommy, they found they were unable to 
stir it. "That is very curious, indeed," said Tommy; " I 
find that only long sticks a.re of any use." "That," said 
Harry, " I could ha.Ye told you before; but I wished you to 
find it ont yourself. The longer the stick is, provided it is 
sufficiently strong, and you can manage it, the more easily 
will you succeed.'' " This is really strange," rephecl 
Tommy; " but I see some of l\fr. Barlow's labourers at 
work a little way off; let us go to them, and desire them to 
cut us two longer sticks, that we may try their effect." 

They then -n-ent up to the men who were at work, 
but here a new subject of admiration presented itself to 
Tommy's mind. This was a root of a prodigious oak tree, 
so large and heavy, that half-a-dozen horses would scart;ely 
have been able to draw it along; besides, it \Yas so tough 
and knotty, that the sharpest axe could hardly make any 
impression upon it. A couple of old men were attempting 
to cleaYc this root in pieces, in order to make billets for 
l\Ir. Barlow's fire. 

Tommy, 11110 thought their strength totally dispropor
tionate to snch an undertaking, could not help pitying 
them; and ob:,cniug, that certainly l\Ir. 13nr1ov;r ·' clicl not 
know what they arc about, or he would h!tYC prevented such 



poor, ,reak old mcu fru111 fatiguing themselves about what they never could perform." "Do you think so P" replied Harry; " what would you then say, if you were to see me, little as I am, perform this wonderful task, with the nssi..;trrnce of one of these good people ? " So he took up n \\ ooden mallet-an instrument which, although much brger, resembles a hammer-and began beating the root, but without making the least impression. Tommy, who imagined that his friend Harry was caught, began to smile, and told him, " that he would break a hundred mallets to pieces before he made the least impression upon the wood." "Say you so?'' answered Harry, smiling; "then I believe I must try another method;" so he stooped down, and picked up n. small piece of rough iron, about six inches long, ,Yhich Tommy had not observed before, as it lay upon the ground. This irou was broad at the top, but gradually ~101Jcd a11 1.he ,my down, till it came to a perfect edge. 11 arr.'· 1.hen took it up, and with a few blows drove it a hLtle way into i.he b0dv of the root. ~l.1he old man and he 
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then struck alternntely with their mallets upon the head of 
the iron, till the root began to gape and crack on e,ery 
side, and the iron "·as totally buried in the wood. 

"There," said Harry, "this first ,-redge has done iis 
business very well; two or three more ,,ill finish it." lie 
then took up another larger wedge, and inserting it bet-ween 
the -wood and the top of the former one, ,-rhich was now com
pletely buried in the root, began to beat upon it as he had 
done before. The root now cracked and split on e-rery 
side of the ,-redges, till a prodigious cleft appeared quite 
clown to the bottom. Thns did Harry proceea, still con
tinuing his blmrn, and inserting new and larger ,,edges as 
fast as he had clri-rnn the former clown, till he had com
pletely effected what he had undertaken, and entirely 
separated the monstrous mass of ,,oocl into t\rn unequal 
parts. 

Harry then said, " Here is a, very large log, but I think 
you and I can carry it in to mend the fire ; aud I will 
show you something else that -will surprise you." So he 
took a, pole of about ten feet long, and hung the log upon 
it by a, piece of cord which he found there; then he asked 
Tommy which end of the pole he chose to cal'ry? Tommy, 
who thought it "·ould be most conYeniont to Im Ye the 
,-roight near him, chose that encl of tho pole near which the 
weight was suspended, and put it upon his shoulder, ,-rhile 
Harry took the other end. But when 'l'ommy attempted 
to nio-vc, he found that he could hardly bear the pressure; 
hoVi·e,er, as ho saw Harry walk briskly mrny lmdcr his 
share of the load, he determined not to complain. 

As they ,-rere walking in this manner, ~fr. Barlow met 
them; and seeing poor Tommy labouring under his burthen, 
he asked him who ha.cl loaded him in that ma1111cr? 'Tommy 
said it was Harry. U]JOll this l\Ir. ]3arlo"\\· f-nniled, :rnc1 
said, ",Yell, Tommy, this is the ifrst time I ewr r:mw yom 
friend Harry nttcmpt to impose upon you; he is making 
you carry about three times the weight he himself supports." 
flurry replied, "that Tommy had chosen his task for him
self and that he should directly ha-re informed him of his 
mistake, but that Tommy had been so surprised at seeing 
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the common effects of a lever, that he wished to teach him 
some other facts about it." Then, shifting the ends of tho 
pole, so as to support that part which Tommy had been 
carrying, he asked him, " if he found his shoulder any 
easier?" "Indeed I do," replied Tommy, "but I cannot 
conceive how ; for ,ve carry the same weight between us, 
and just in the same manner." "Not quite in the same 
manner," answered l\fr. Barlow; "for, if you observe, the 
] og is a great deal farther from your shoulder than from 
Harry's, so that he now supports just as much as you did 
before, and you, on tho contrary, as little as he did w·hen I 
mot you." " This is very extraordinary, indeed," said 
Tommy; "I find there are a great many things which I 
did not know, nor e-ren my mamma, nor any of tho finG 
ladies that come to our house." ""\\Tell," replied l\fr 
Barlow, "if you ha·rn acquired so much useful knowledge 
already, what may you not expect to achieve in a few years 
more?'' 

::Mr. Barlow then led Tommy into the house, and showed 
him a stick about four feet long, with a scale hung at each 
end. "Now," said he, "if you place this stick over tho 
back of a chair, so that it may rest exactly upon tho middle, 
you see the two scales ,Till just balance each other. So, 
if I put into each of them an equal weight, they will still 
remain suspended. In this manner we weigh everything 
\Yhil:h is bought, only, for greater convenience, the beam 
of tho scale, which is the same thing as this stick, is 
genurall y hung up to something else by its middJe. But 
let us now move the stick, and see what will be the con
sequence." l\ir. Barlow then pushed the stick along in 
such a manner, that when it rested upon the bacK of the 
chair, there were three feet of it on one side, aud only one 
on the other. That side which was longest instantly en.mo 
to the ground as heaviest. "You sec," said 1\1 .. r. :Barlow, 
" if ,ve ,,ould now balance the scales, we must 1mt a 
gre_ater w~ight on the shortest side." So hei kept adding 
':e1ghts, till Tommy found that one pound 011 tbe longest 
side "\Yottld exactly balance three on the shortest ; for, as 
much as the longer side exceeded the shorter in le11gth, so 
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much did the weight which ,,as hung at that end reqU11·e 

to exceed that on the longest side. 
"This," said l\Ir. Barlow, "is what they call a leYer, and 

all the sticks that you have been using to-day are only 

levers of a different construction. By these short trials 

you may conceive the great importance to men of the leYer; 

for, by using it, one man can stir n, weight which half

a-dozen could not be able to with their hands alone; thus 

may a little boy, like you, do more than the strongest man 

could effect, who did not know these secrets. As to that 

instrument by the help of which you were so suxprised 

to see Harry cleave such a vast body of wood, it is called 

a wedge, and is almost equally useful '\\ith the lever. The 

whole force of it consists in its being gradually narrower 

and narrower, till at last it ends in a thin edge, capable of 

penetrating the smallest chink. By this we are enabled to 

overthrow the largest oaks, to cleave their roots, almost as 

hard as iron itself, and e·rnn to split tho solid rocks. 

"One thing more," added l\Ir. Barlo'\\, "as ·we are upon 

this subject, I ,,w show you." So he led them into the 

yard, at the bottom of his granary, ·where stood a heavy 

sack of corn. "Now," said Mr. Barlow, "if you arc so 

stout a folio\, as you imagine, take up this sack of corn, 

and carry it up the ladder into the granary." " That," 

replied Tommy, laughing, "is impossible; and I doubt, 

sir, whether you could do it yourself." ",Vell/' said :Mr. 

Barlow, " we will at least try ,vhat is to be done." Ho 

then led them up into the granary, and showing them a 

middle-sized wheel, with a handle fixed upon it, c.lcsired 

the little boys to turn it round. They began to turn it 

with some little difficulty; and Tommy could hardly bclicrn 

his eyes, when, presently after, ho saw tho sack of corn, 

which he bacl despaired of moving, mounting up Juto the 

granary, and safely land~d upon t~c fio?r. " Y Ol~ sec," 

said 1\Ir. Barlm,, "here 1s another mgemous contr1rnnce, 

by which the weakest person mny perform the work of the 

strono·est. This is called the ·wheel ancl axle. You ~ce 

this ;heel, ,,bich is not yery large, turns round nn axle, 

which goes into it, a.nd is much smaller; and at cycry turn 
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tho rope to which the ,,eight is fixed that you ,-rr.nt to 
r;.10ve, is twisted round the axle. Now, just as much as tlio 
breadth of the whole ,-vheel is greater than that of the 
axle which it turns round, so much greater is the weight 
that the person who turns it can move, than be could 
stir without it.'' "Well," said Tommy, " I see it is n, fine 
thing indeed to acquire knowledge, for, in doing so, one not 
ouly increases one's understanding, but one's bodily strength. 
But are there no more, siT, of these ingenious contrivances? 
for I should like to understand them all." "Yes," answered 
1\1:r. Barlow, " there are more, and with all of them you 
shall be perfectly acqrn.1inted in time; but for this purpose 
you should be able to \rrite, and comprehend something 
of arithmetic." 

TOMMY. What is arithmetic, sir ? 
l\IR. BARLOW. That is not so easy to make you under

stand at once; I will, however, try to explain it. Do you 
see the grains of wheat which lie scattered in the window. 

T. Yes, sir. 
JHr. B. Cun you count how many there ure? 
T. There are just £.-re-and-twenty of them. 
l\.fr. B. Very well. Here is another parcel; ho',, many 

grains are here ? 
T. Just fom·teen. 
Mr. B. If there are fourteen grains in one heap, and 

t\\enty-:6..ve in the other, how many grains are there in all? 
or, how many do fourteen and twenty-:6..,e make? 

Tommy was unable to answer, and 1\1:r. Barlow proposed 
the same question to Harry, ,,;-ho ans,vered, that together 
they made thirty-nine. "Very well," said l\Ir. Barlow, "I 
will put the two heaps together, and then how many "·ill 
there be?" 

T. Thirty-nine. 
l\Ir. B. Now, look, I have just taken away nineteen from 

the number; hmv many clo you think remnin? 
T. 1 will COlmt them. 
}ilr, B . ...llld cannot you tell without counting? How 

many are there, Harry?' 
H. 'l'w·enty, sir. 
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:i.\Ir. B. All this is properly the art of arithmetic, which 
1s the same as that of counting, only it is done in a much 
shorter and easier way, without the trouble of having the 
things always before you. Thus, for instance, if you wantecl 
to know how mauy barley-corns were in this sack, you would 
perhaps be a vrnek in counting the whole number. 

'l'. Indeed I believe I should. 
l\Ir. B. If you understood arithmetic, you might do it in 

ii ve minutes. 
T. That is extraorclinary, incleed; I can hardly conceiYe 

it possible. 
l\Ir. B. A bushel of corn weighs about fifty pounds; this 

sack contains four bushels; so thnt there are just two 
hundred pounds' weight in all. N o,v, every pound contains 
sixteen ounces, and sixteen times two hundred makes 
thirty-two hundJ.,ed ounces. So thnt you have nothing i.o 
do but to count the number of grains in a single ounce, 
and there will be thirty-tw·o hundred times thnt number in 
1.he sack. 

Before we leave this subject I must tell you a, little story. 
There was a gentleman who was extremely fond of beautiful 
horses, and di<l not grudge to gi,·e the highest prices for 
them. One clay a horse-courser came to him, and showed 
him one so handsome, that he thought it superior to all he 
had ever seen before. Ile mounted the horse, and found 
his paces excellent ; for, though he was full of spirit, ho was 
gentle and tractable as could be ·\"vished. So many perfections 
delighted the gentleman, and he eagerly demanded the 
beautiful creature's price. The horse-courser answered, 
ihat he 1Yould bate nothing of t,-.;-o hundred guineas; thu 
gentleman, although he admired the horse, would not con
sent to give so much, and they were just on the point of 
parting. As the man was tm·ning his back, the gentleman 
called out to him, and said, "Is there no possible way of 
our agreeing ? for I would giye you anything in reason for 
such a beautiful creature." "\Vhy," replied the dealer, 
who 1Yas a shre,,d fellow, and perfectly understood calcula
tion, "if you do not like to girn me two hundred guineas, 
,Yill you gi-re me a farthing for the first nail the hol'Sc bas 



m his shoe, hyo farthings for the second, four for the third, and. so go on doubling throughout the whole twenty-four P for there arc no more than twenty-four nails in all his shoes." The gentleman gladly accepted the condition, and ordered the horse to be led U\Yay to his stables. 
T. This fellow must ha;ye been a very great blockhead, to ask two hundred guineas, and then to take a fow farthings for his horse. 
l\Ir. B. The gentleman was of the same opinion; howcn~r, the horse-courser ac.lclec.l, "I do not mcn.n, sir, to t ic you 
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down to this last proposal, which, upon consideration, you 
may like as little as the first; all I require is, that if you 
are dissatisfied with your bargain, you · , ill promise to pay 
me down the two hundred guineas w:: ., \. I first asked." 
To this the gentleman willingly agreed, ~, ,'. then ca1led his 
steward to calculate the sum, for he was Loo much of a gen
tleman to be able to do it himself. The steward sat do1TI1 
with his pen and ink, and, after some time, gravely wished 
his master joy, and asked him, "in what part of England 
the estate was situated that he was going to purchase?" 
"A.re you mad ? " replied the gentleman ; "it is not an 
estate, but a horse, that I have just bargained for, and here 
is the owner, to Vi·hom I am going to pay the money." "If 
there is any madnes;,, sir," replied the steward, "it certainly 
is not on my side; the sum you have ordered me to calculate 
comes to just seventeen thousand four hundred and seventy
six pounds, besides some shillings and pence, and surely no 
man in his senses would give this price for a horse." The 
gentleman w·as more surprised than he had ever been before 
to hear the assertion of his steward; but when, upon 
examination, he found it correct, he was -rery glad to com
pound for his foolish agreement by giving the horse-courser 
the two hundred guineas, and dismissing him. 

T. This is quite incredible, that a farthing, just doubled 
a few times, should amount to such a prodigious sum ; 
however, I am determined to learn arithmetic, that I may 
not be imposed upon in this manner, for I think a gentleman 
must look very silly in such a situation. 

Thus had Tommy a new employment for the winter 
nights-the study of arithmetic. Almost every night did 
]Ur. Barlow, and Harry, and he, amuse themselves with 
little questions that related to numbers, and Tommy became 
in a short time so expert, that he could add, subtract, 
multiply, or divide almost any given sum, with little trouble 
:md great exactness. But he did not for this forget the 
employment of observing the heavens. Every night, when 
the stars appeared bright, and the sky ~·as unclouded, 
Harry and he observed the various figures and positions of 
the constellations.. l\Ir. Barlow ga-ve him a, little paper 
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globe, as he .had promised, and Tommy immediately marked out upon the top his first and favourite constellation of Charles's Wain. A little while after that, he observed on the other side of the Pole-star, another beautiful assemblage of stars, \Vhich was always opposite to Charles's Wain; this, Mr. Barlow told him, was called Cassiopeia's Ohair, and this, i..-i a short time, was added to the collection. One night, as Tommy was looking up to the sky, in the southern part of the heavens he observed so remarkable a constellation, that he could not help particularly noticing it; fom· large and shining stars composed the ends of the figure, which was almost square, and full in the middle appeared three more, placed in a slanting line, and very near each other. This Tommy pointed out to l\fr. Barlow, and begged to know tho name. l\Ir. Barlow answered, that the constellation was named Orion, and that the three bright stars in the middle were called his belt. Tommy was so delighted with the grandeur and beauty of this glorious constellation, that he could not help observing it, at intervals, all the evening, and he was surprised to see that it seemed to pass on, in a right line drawn from east to west, and that all the stars he had become acquainted with moved every night in the same direction. 
But he did not forget to remind Harry, one morning, of the history he had promised to tell him of AgesiJaus. Harry told it in the following manner :~ 

IIISTORY OF AGESILAUS, 

The Spartans were a brave and hardy people, who despised everything that tended to make them delicate and lu:s:m'ious. All their time ,Yas spent in such exercises as made them strong and active, able to bear fatigue, and to despise wounds and danger; for they li red in the midst of scrcral other nations, who frequently had quarrels with each other, and with them, aud therefore it was necessary t1at they should learn to defend themselves. Therefore, all the children were brought up alike, and the sons of their kings themselves were as little indulged as anybody else. 
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T. Stop, st op! I don't exactly understand that. I 
thought a, king was a, person ·who dressed more finely, and 
had less to do, than anybody else in the world. I ham 
often heard my mammn, and the ladies say, that I looked 
like a prince when I had fine clothes on; and therefore I 
thought that kings and princes ne-re1· did anything but 
walk about ,-rith crowns upon their heads, and eat sweet
meats, all day long. 

H . I do not know how that may be, but in Sparta the 
great business of the kings (for the.r had hrn) ,-ras to com
mand the people \Yhen they ,rent out to ,Yar, or ,-rhen they 
were attacked at home-and that, you lmo,-r, the kings 
could not clo without being bnrrn and hardy themscl-res. 
Now it happened that the 8partans had some clear friends 
and allies who liYecl at a distance from them, across the sea, 
,-rho were attackecl by a great and numerous nation called 
the Persians. So, ,-rhen the Spartans knew the danger of 
their friend.:!, they sent o-rer to their assistance Agesilaus, 
one of their kings, together with n, few thousand of his 
countrymen, and these they judged, would be a match fol' 
all the forces that could be brought against them by tJic 
Persians, though ewr so numerous. "\Vheu the general of 
the Persians saw the small number of his enemies: he 
imagined it would be an easy matter to take them prjsonern, 
or to destroy them. Besides, as he ,ms immensely rit:h, 
and possessed a number of palaces, furnished \\·ith erer,r
thing that was fine and costly, and had n, great quantity of 
gold and silver, and j ewels, and slaves, he did not conceirn 
it possible that anybody could resist him. He therefore 
raised a, large army, seyeral times greater than that of the 
Spartans, and attacked .Agesilaus, who ,ms not in the least 
afraid of him; for the Spartans, joining their shields together, 
and marching slowly along in e-ren ranks, fo]l- with so nrnch 
fm'J upon the Persians, that iii an instant they put their 
foes to flight. 

When Pbarnabazus (for that was the name of the Pcr~ian 
general) obsenecl that his troops \Yere ne-rer able to stand 
against the Spartans, he sent to Agcsilaus, ancl rcqne,sted 
that they might ham a meeting, in orcler to treat about 
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terms of peace. To this the· 8partau consented, and appointed the time and place ,--rhere he would wait for Pharnabazus. ,\Then the day came, Agesilaus arrived first at the place of meeting, with the Spartans ; but not seeing Pharnabazus, he sat down Tlpon the grass with his soldiers, and, as it was the hour for the soldiers' repast, they pulled out their proYisions, which consisted nf' some coarse bread and onions, and began eating Yery heartily. In the midst of them sat King Agcsil:ms himself, in no wise distinguished from 1 he rest, either by his clothing or his fare; nor was there, in the ,--rhole army, a, man who more exposed himself to every species of hardship, or discovered less nicety than the king himself. IIc was consequently beloved and reverenced by all the soldiers, who were ashamed of appearing less braye or patient than their general. 
'rho Spartans had not long thus reposed, before the first sel'nmts of Pharnabazus arriYed, bringing with them rich ancl costly tar})ets, which they spread upon the ground for i heir master to recline upon. Presently arri, cd anothe1· i.roop, "bo began to erect a spacious tent, with silken hangmgs, 1:o screen him and his train from the heat of the sun. Next tame a company of cooks and confectioners, with a great number of horses laden ,vith all the materinJ.i;; 
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of an elegant entertainment. Last of all appeared Pharna
bazus himself, glittering ,Yith gold and je\\"els, and adorned 
with a long purple robe, after the fashion of the East; he 
"·ore bracelets upori his arms, and ,rns mounted upon a 
beautiful horse, as gaudily attired as himself. 

As he approached nearer, and beheld the simple manners 
of the Spartan king and his soldiers, he could not help 
scoffing at their poYerty, and making comparisons bet\\"een 
their mean appearance and his own magnificence. The 
comtiers around him seemed to be mfinitely diverted with 
the wit and acute remarks of their general, except a single 
leader, ,-vho had serrnd in the Grecian armies, and therefore 
,ms better acquainted with the manners and discipline of 
these people. This man \\"US highly -rnluecl by Pharnabazus 
for his understanding and honesty, and therefore, when the 
general observed that he said nothing, he insisted upon his 
declaring his sentiments, as the rest had clone. '· Since 
then," replied he, "you command me to speak my opinion, 
0 Pharnabazus, I must confess that the Yery circumstances, 
which is the cause of so much mirth to the courtiers who 
accompany you, is the reason of my fears. On our side, 
indeed, I see gold, and je'i"rels, and purple in abundance; 
but ,-rhen I look for men, I can find nothing but barbers, 
cooks, confectioners, fiddlers, dancers, and everything that 
is most unmanly and unfit for war. On the Grecian side, 
I discern none of these costly trifles ; but I see iron, that 
forms their weapons, and composes most seniceable arms. 
I see men 'i"rho hnxe been brought up to despise every hard
ship, and face every danger; who are accustomed to keep 
their ranks, to obey their leader, to take ernry adrnntage of 
their enemy, and to fall dead in their places, rather than to 
turn and flee. Were it a contest as to who should dress a 
dinner, or curl hair with the greatest nicety, I should not 
doubt that the Persians would grun the advantage ; but 
when it is necessary to contend in battle, 'i"rhere the prize is 
won by hardiness and valo111·, I cmmot help dreading me11, 
who are inured to 'i\Ounds, and labour, and suffering; nor 
can I ernr think that the Persia11 gold will be able tc resist 
the Grecian iron.' 1 
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Pharnabazus was so struck ,Yith the in1ih m1tl justice of these remarks, that from that -rery hour he determined to contend no more with such in-vincible troops, but bent all his care towards making peace with the Spartans, thus preserving himself aml his country from destruction. 

"I" ou see, by this story," said ]\fr. Barlow, "that fine clothes are not always of the consequence you imagine, since they are not able to give their w·earers either more strength or courage than they had before, or to presene them from the attacks of men whose appearance is more homely. But since you are so little acquainted ,Yith the business of a soldier, I must show yon a, little more clearly in what it consists. In spite, therefore, of all this pageantry, which seems so strongly to have acted upon your mind, I must inform you that there is no human being more exposed than the soldier to suffer great hardships; he is often obliged to march whole days in the most ,iolent heat, or cold, or rain, and frequently without Yictuals to eat, or clothes to cover him ; and when he stops at night, the best shelter he can expect is a miserable canvass tent, penetrated in e-rery part by the wet, and a little straw to keep his body from the clamp, un,vholesome earth. Frequently he cannot meet ,Yith even this, and is obliged to lie uncovered upon the ground ; so that he may contract a thousand diseases, which are more fatal than the cannon and weapons of the enemy. Emry hour he is exposed to engage in combats at the hazard of losing his limbs, of being crippled, or mortally wounded. If he gain the victory, he generally has only to begin again and fight anew, till the war is o-rer; if he be beaten, he mn.y probably lose his life upon the spot, or be taken prisoner by the enemy; in which case he mn,y languish several months in a dreary prison, in want of all the necessaries of lifo." 
".A.las! " said Harry, "what a dreadful picture do you dra1T· of the fate of those braze men who suffer so much to tlcfencl their country. Sm·ely, those who employ them sh~uld take care of them when they are sick, or ,Younded, w mi:!apablo of providing for themseh-es." 
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" So, indeed," answered ]Hr. Barlo'i,, "they ought to do ; 
but rash and foolish men engage in wars, ,vithout either 
j L1stice or reason; and when they are over, they think no 
more of the unhappy people ,vho have sened them at so 
much loss to themselves." 

II. Pray, dear sir, read to l\Iaster Tommy the story of 
Leonidas, which gave me so much pleasure ; I am sure ho 
will like to bear it . 

:Mr. Barlo\Y accordingly read-

'l.'HD IIISTORY OF LEONIDAS, :ra:~rn OF Sl'ARTA. 

Xerxes, king of Persia, commanded a vast extent of terri
tory, which ,Yas inhabited by many millions of people, and 
not only abounded in all the necessaries of life, lJut produl'ecl 
imrncm;e quantities of gold and sil,er, and m·ery other 
costly thing. Yet all this did not. satisfy the haughty mind 
of Xerxes . He considered that the Grecians, his neigh
bours, ,Yere free, and refused to obey his imperiomi order:-;, 
which he foolishly imagined all mankind should respect; he 
therefore determined, to make au expedition with a mighty 
army into Greece, and to conquer the country. For this 
reason he raised such an immense army, that it ,,as a1mof:t 
impossible to describe it; the number of men that wmposecl 
it seemed sufficient to conquer the vd10le ,·rnrld, and all the 
forces the Grecians ''"ere able to raise, would scarcely 
amount to a hundredth part. Nevertheless, the Grecians 
held public councils to consult about their common safety ; 
m1cl they nobly determined, that, as they had hitherto li,,-ecl 
free, so they would either maintain their liberty, or braYcly 
die in its defence. 

In the meantime, Xerxes was continually marching· for
"·ard, ancl at length entered the tenitory of Greece. The 
Grecians had not yet been able to assemble their hoops or 
make their preparations, ancl thercf~re they were struck 
,Yith consternation at the approach of such an army as that 
of Xerxes. Leonidas ,ms at that time king of Sparta; and 
when he considered tho state of affairs, ho sa" one method 
alone by which th~ r11iu of his co1mtry and of all Greeco 
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could be prevented. In order to enter the more cultfrated parts of that country, it was necessary for the Persian army to march through a very rough and m01mtainous district, called Thermopylre. '.11here was only one narrow road through all these mo1mtains, which it was possible for a very small number of men to defend for some time, against the most numerous army. Leonidas perccirncl, thaL if a small number of resolute men ,vo1tld 1mdertako to defend this passage, it would retard the march of the whole Persian army, and gfre the Grecians time to collect their iToops-but who would undertake so desperate an enterprise, where there was scarcely any possibility of escaping alive ? Leonidas determined to undertake the expedition himself, with such of the Spartans as would vohmfarily attend him; and to sacrifice his own life for the preservation of his country. 
With this design he assembled the -chief persons of Sparta, and laid before them the necessity of defending the pass of Thermopylre. They wcro equally com-incecl of its importance, but knew not where to find n. man of sufficient Yalom· to undertake the duty, "Then," said Leonidas, "since there is no more worthy man ready to perform this service, I myself will undertake it, with those who will voluntarily accompany me." The hearers were struck ,Yith admiration at his proposal, and praised the greatness of his mind, but set before him the certain destruction which must befal him. " .All this," said Leonidas, "I have already considered; but I am determined to go, with the appearance indeed of defending the pass of Thermopyl::e, but in reality to die for the liberty of Greece." Saying this, he went out of the assembly, and instantly prepared for the expedition, taking with him about three h1mdred Spartans. Before he ,vent, he embraced his wife, who hung about him in tears, well acquainted ,-rith the dangerous purposes of his march; but he endeavom·ed to comfort her, and told her, that a short life was ,veil sacrificed to the interests of his country, and that S1.~rtan women should be more careful about tho glory than the safety of their husbands. Ilo then kissed his infant children, and went 

0 
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out of his house, to put himself at the head of those brave 
men who were to accompany him. 

As they marched through the city, all the inhabitants 
attended them, with praises and acclamations. The young 
women sang songs of triumph, and scattered flowers before 
them; the youths were jealous of their glory, and lamented 
that such a noble doom had not rather fallen upon them
selves ; while all their friends and :relations seemed rather 
to exult in the immortal honour the heroes were going to 
acquire, than to be dejected with the apprehension of their 
loss; and, as they continued their march through Greece, 
they were joined by various bodies of their allies, so that 
their numbers amounted to about six thousand, when the}' 
took possession of the pass of Thermopylre. 

In a short time, Xerxes approached with his innumerable 
army, which was composed of various nations, and armed in 
a thousand different ways. V\Then he saw the small number 
of his· enemies, he could not believe that they really meant 
to oppose his passage ; but when he was told that this was 
surely their design, he sent out a small detachment of his 
troops, and ordered them to take those Grecians alive, and 
bring them bound before him. The Persian troops set out, 
and attacked the Grecians with considerable fury; but at the 
first onset they were routed, the greater part slain, and the 
rest obliged to fly. Xerxes was enraged at this misfortune, 
and ordered the combat to be renewed with greater forces. 
The attack was repeated, but always with the same result, 
although he sent the bravest troops in his whole army. 
Thus was this immense army sto1)ped in its career, and the 
pride of their monarch humbled, by a body of Grecians so 
inconsiderable, that they were not at first thought worthy of 
a serious attack. At length, what Xerxes with all his troops 
was incapable of effecting, was performed by the treachery 
of some of the Grecians who inhabited that country. 
For a great reward they undertook to lead a chosen body 
of the Persians across the mountains, by a secret path 
with which they alone were acquainted. Accordingly, the 
Persians set out in the night, and, having passed over the 
1nountains in safety, encamped on the other side. 



As soon as dn,y arose, Leonidas perceived that he had been betrayed, and that he was ~urrounded by the enemy; nevertheless, ,vith undaunted COLLrage, he took all necessary measures, and prepared for the fate which he had long resolved to meet. After prai::;ing and thauking the allies for the bravery with ,vhich they had beha,ved, he sent them all away to thefr respective countries; many of the Spartans, too, he would have dismissed under various pretences; but they, determined rather to perish with their king than to return, refu eel to go. When he saw their resolution, he consented that they should sfay with him and share his fate. All day, therefore, he remained quiet in his camp, but ,vhen evening approached ho ordered his troops to take some refreshment, and, smiling, told them " to dine like men who were to sup in another world." 'H1c)' then com. pletely armed themselves, aml ,vaited for t11c middle of the 
0 2 
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night, the time Leonidas judged most proper for the design 
he meditated. He saw that the Persians would ne--rnr 
imagine it possible that such an insignificant body of men 
should think of attacking their numerous forces; he was 
therefore determined, in the silence of the night, to break 
into their camp, and endea;rnur, amid the terror and con
fusion which would ensue, to surprise Xerxes himself. 

About midnight, therefore, this determined body of 
Grecians 111:1.rched out, with Leonidas at their head. They 
soon broke into the Persian camp, and put all to flight that 
dared to oppose them. It is impossible to describe the 
terror and confusion which ensued among so many thou
SQnds, thus unexpectedly surprised. Still the Grecians 
marched on in close impenetrable order, overturning tho 
tents, destroying all that dared resist, and driring tlmt rnst 
and mighty army like frightened sheep before them. At 
length they cume even to the imperial tent of Xerxes ; and 
had he not quitted it at the first alarm, he would there have 
ended at once his life nncl his expedition. The Grecians put 
all the guards to flight, and, rushing upon the imperial 
pa.-vilion, violently overturned it, and trampled under their 
feet all the costly furniture and vessels of gold which 
-were used by the monarchs of Persia. 

But now the morning began to appear ; and the Persians, 
who had discovered the small number of their assailants, 
surrounded them on every side, and, without daring to come 
to a close engagement, polued in their darts and missiles. 
The Grecians were wearied e,en with the toils of conquest, 
and their body was already considerably diminished.; never
theless, Leonidas, who was yet alive, led on to a fresh attack 
the intrepid few that remained. Again ho rushed upon the 
Persians, and ~ierced their thickest battalions as often as 
he could reach them. But valom· itself ,rns Yain against 
such inequality of numbers; at every charge the Grecian 
ranks grew thinner and thinner, tjll at length they -were all 
destroyed, without a single man having quitted his post or 
turned bis back upon the enemy. 

"Really," said Tommy, when the history was finished, 



" Lcouidas ,ms a brarn mau. But 'i\·hn.t became of Xerxes and his army after the death of this valiant Spartan ? \\T as ho able to o-rcrcome the Grecians, or did they repulse him ? " " You arc now able to road for ymm:,elf," replied l\Ir. Barlow; "and therefore, by examining the histories of t~ose counhies, you may be informed of eYerything you ~n;:;h to know." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

TllE CONSTELLATIONS-DO TTTJ, ST.I.RS ~.[OVE?-S!ZE A:\"D Dl::iT.l.:\U-:-·1111'. 

LO ,I.DSTONE AND :llAGXET-THD CO:UPASS-GllEE:\"LA:-;D A:-;D IlS PHCJ

lll:CTIOSS-TUE WlIALE - TllE K .\11TSClIATlU.XS A~D TU.CIR D OG::i -

'.lilE :llAGIC LANTERY. 

AND uow the frost had contiuucd for scYeral weeks, and 
'l'ommy had taken adrnntnge of the evenings, ,-rhich 
generally proved clear and starlight, to irnproye his know
ledge of the heavens. He had aJready ornamented hi::; 
paper globe with sernral of the most remarkable constella
tions. Around the Pole-star he had disco-rnrecl Perseus 
and Andromeda, and Cepheus, and Cassiopeia's Ohair. 
Betweeen these and the bright Orion, which rose every 
night and glittered in the south, he discovered sernn small 
stars in a cluster, callecl the Pleiades. Then, underneath 
Orion, he discovered another glittering star, called Sirius, 
or the Dog-star. All these, he continually observed, 
journeyed eyery night from east to west, and then appeared, 
the evening after, in their former places. "How strange it 
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is," observed Tommy, one day to ]Ur. Barlo\',·, "that nil 
these stars should be continually turning about the earth ! " 
"How do you know," replied Mr. Barlow, "that they turn 
at all?" 

T. Because I see them move every night. 
l\Ir. B. But how are you sru.·e that it is the stars which 

move every night, and not the earth itself? 
Tommy considered and said; "But then I should see the 

earth move, and the stars stand still." 
l\Ir. B. What, did you neyer ride in a coach? 
T. Yes, sir, very often. 
l\fr. B. And did you then see that the coach moved, as 

you sat still and went along a leYel road? 
T. No, sir ; I protest I haye often thought that the 

houses and trees, and all the country, glided swiftly tilong 
by the windo,Ys of the coach. 

l\fr, B. And did you neye1· sail iu a boat? 
T. Yes, I ha;rn; and I have obseryed the same thing; 

for I remember, I ha-re often thought tho shore was 
numing away from the boat, instead of the boat from the 
shore. 

l\Ir. B. If that is the ca8e, it is possible, eyen though 
the earth should move, instead of the stars, that you might 
only see what you do at present, and imagine that the eartb 
you arc upon, was at rest. 

T. But is it not more likely, that such little things as the 
stars and the sun should move, than such a large thing as 
the earth? 

l\Ir. B. And how do you knO\Y that the stars and sun arc 
so small? 

T. I see that they are so, sir. 'l'he stars are so small, 
that they are hardly to be seen at all; and the sun itself, 
which is much larger, docs not seem bigger than a small 
round table. 

The day after this conversation, as the weather was brig1 t 
and clear, r.Ir. Barlmv ,rnnt out to walk with Harry and 
'Iommy. As, by this time, Tommy was inured to fatigue, 
and able to walk many miles, they continued their excursion 
over the hills, till at last they came in sight of the sea. .As 



200 SANDFORJ) A.ND MERTON. 

they ·were enjoying the immense prospect of water that 
,ms before them, l\fr. Barlow percei-rnd something :floating 
at a distance, so small as to be scarcely discernible by the 
eye. He pointed it out to Tommy, who lfith some d.i:fficulty 
,,as able to distinguish it, and asked him what he thouglit 
it was? 

Tommy answered that he imagined it to be some little 
fishing boat, but could not well tell, on account of the 
distance. 

JUr. B. If you do not then see a ship, -what is it you do 
see? or what does that object appear to your eyes? 

T. All that I can see, is no more than a little dusky 
:;peck, which seems to grow bigger and bigger. 

l\[r. And what is the reason it grm.-s bigger and bigger? 
'l'. Because it comes nearer and nearer to me. 
:Mr. B. What, then, does the same thing sometimes 

;1ppear small, and sometimes great? 
'l'. Yes, sir; it seems small when it is at a great distance; 

for I have observed e,en houses and churches, when you are 
some miles distant, seem to the eye ,ery small indeed; and 
now I observe that the vessel is sailing towards us, and it is 
not, as I imagined, a little fishing boat, but a ship with a 
mast, for I begin to distinguish the sails. 

1\1:r. Barlow walked on a little while by tho side of the 
sea, and presently Tommy called out agaill-" I protest I 
was mistaken again; for it is not a vessel ·with one mast, 
as I thought a little while ago, but a fine ]argc ship ,vith 
three great masts, and all her sails before the wind. I 
believe she must either be a large merchantman or else a 
frigate. 

l\ir. B. Then take notice of what you ha·rn no,Y been 
saying. What was at first only a little dusky speck, became 
a vessel with one mast, and now this vessel with one mast 
plainly appears a ship of a -very large size, lfith all her 
masts, and sails, and rigging complete. Yet all these three 
appearances are only the same object at different distances 
from your eye. 

T. Yes, sir, that is all very true. 
Mr. B. Why, then, if the ship, which is now full in 
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sight, were to tack about again, and sail a,vay from us as 
fast as she approached just now, what do you , think ·would 
lrn,ppen? 

T. It would grow less and less evel'y minute, till it 
rLppeared a speck again. 

l\ifr. B. You said, I think, that the sun was a Yery small 
body, not bigger than a round table ? 

T. Yes, sfr. 
l\ir. B. Supposing, then, the stm were to be romo-rod to 

a much greater distance than it is now, "\rhr.t 'iYonlcl happen? 
"\\T ould it appear the same size to your eyes ? 

Tommy considered for some time, ancl then said, " If the 
ship grows less and less, till at last it appears a mere speck, 
by going farther and farther, I should think the sun ,,,-ould 
do tho same." 

l\Ir. B. There you are perfectly right; therefore if the 
sun ,,,-ere to depart farther and farther from us, at last it 
,-rould appear no bigger than one of those twinkling stars 
t1in.t you see at so great a distance a1Jove yom· head. 

T. That I perfectly understand. 
l\Ir. B. But if, on the contrary, one of those twinkling 

stars "\\ere to approach nearer and. nearer to where you 
stand, ,,hat do you think would happen? Would it still 
appear of the same size ? 

T. No, sir. The ship, as it came nearer to us, appeared 
every moment larger, and therefore I think the star must 
do the same. 

l\Ir. B. l\fight it not then at last appear as big as tho 
::;~m no.w does ; just a~ the stm \\·ould dwinclle mrny to the 
size ol a, star, were 1t to be removed to a still greater 
distance? 

T. Inclecu I think it might. 
1\Ir. B. \\That, then, do you imagine must happen, could 

the sun approach a great deal nearer to us ? "\V oulc1 its 
size remain the same ? 

. T. No; I plai~y see that it must appear bigger and 
blggel', the nearer 1t comes. 

Mr. J3. Do you remember what happened to you when 
you left the island of Jamaica ? 
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T. Yes, I do. One of the blacks held me up on the 

deck, and then I looked towards the island, and I thought 
that it began to move away from the ship, though, in 
reality, it was the ship moving away from the lancl ; ancl 

then, as the ship continued sailing along the water, the 
island appeared less and less. First, I lost sight of the 

trees and houses that stood upon the shore; then I could 
only see the highest mountains; then I could scarcely sec 
the mountains themsel-rns. At last, the ,;,hole island appeared 
only like a dark mist aborn the ,,,-ater; ancl then the mist 
itse]f disappeared, and I could see nothing but a ·rnst extent 

of water all round and the sky aborn. 
l\Ir. B. Now, then, you ,rul be able to arnrwcr the 

question I asked you a little while ago-Could a person 
trarnl straight forward from the earth to the sun, l10Yr 
,rnuld they both appear to him as he w·ent for'irnrd? 

T. The earth would appear less and less as he ,-rent 

from it, and the sun bigger and bigger. 
)Ir. B. Why, then, perhaps it would happen at last, that 

the sun appeared bigger than the earth. 
T. Certainly. 
l\Ir. B. Then you see that you must no longer talk of the 

earth's being large, and the sun small, since that may onl.Y 
appear so because you arc near the one and at a great 
distauce from the other. At least, you must now- be con
vinced that both the sun and stars must be immensely larger 

than you would at first sight guess them to be. 
As they were returning home, they happened to pa ·;:; 

through a small town, and saw a crowd of people going into 
a house, l\fr. Barlow had the curiosity to inquire the reason. 
They were told that there ·was a wonderful person within, 
who performed a variety of strange and dirnrting cxpcr~
ments. On Tommy's expressing a great desire to sec these: 
curious exhibitions, l\Ir. Barlow took both his pupils in, antl 
they all seated themseh-es among the audience. 

Presently the performer began his exhibitions, 'iYhicJ1 
very much amused Tommy, and surprised the spectators. 
At length, after a variety of curious tricks upon cards, the 

conjuror desired them to observe a large basin of 1,;-ater, 
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with the figure of a little swan floating upon the surface. 
'' Gentlemen," said the man, ·' I have reserved this curious 
experiment for the last, because it is the most wonderful 
of all I have to show ; the strangest, perhaps, that ever ,vas 
exhibited, to the present hour. You see that swan. It is 
no more than a little image, without either sense or life. 
If you have :my doubt upon the subject, take it up in your 
hands and ex.amino it. Accordingly, several of the spec
tators took the swan up in their hands, and, after having 
examined it, set it down again upon the water. "Now," 
continued he, "this swan, which to you appears totall_y 
without sense or motion, is of so extraordinary a natllre that 
he knows me, his master, and will follow in any direction 
at my command." Saying this, he took out a little piece of 
bread, and, whistling to his bird, ordered him to come to 
tho side of the basin and be fed. Immediately, to the great 
surprise of all the company, the swan turned about and 
swam to tho side of the basin. Tho man ,·d1istled again, and 
presently the s,van turned himself round, and pursued the 
hand of his master to the other side. 

The spectators could hardly belieye their eyes; and some 
of them got little pieces of bread, and held them out, 
imagining that the swan ,vould do tho same to them. But 
it was in vain they whistled and presented their bread; the 
bird remained unmoved upon the water, and obeyed no 
orders but those of his master. 

When this exhibition had been repeated ornr and over 
again, to the extreme delight and astonishment of all 
present, the company rose and dispersed, and JYir. Barlow 
and the little boys pursued their w·ay home. 

But Tommy's mind was so engaged with what he had 
seen, that for several days he could think and talk of 
nothing else. He would ha,e giTen all that he had in the 
world to find out this curious trick, and to be the owner 
of such a swan. At length, as he was one day tallcing ta 
Harry_ upon the subject, Harry told him, with a smile, that 
he behernd he had found out a method of doing it, and that, 
if he did not mistake, he would the next day show Tommy 
a swan that would come to be fed as well as the conjuror'fl 
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Accordingly, Harry moulded a bit of irnx into the shape 
of a, Si"fan, rrnd placed it in a, basin of i"fater. He then pre
sented to it a, piece of bread, and, to tho inexpressible 
delight of Tommy, the s-,,an pursued the bread, just as tho 
coDjuror's Sirnn had clone. 

After he had seyeral times cfo·ertecl himself iYith ihi;:; 
0xperiment, he wanted to be informed of the composition 
of. tbis wonderful swan. Harry therefore show·ccl him. 
,rithiu the bocly of the bird, a, 'lm·go needle, ,d1ich la_,, 
across it from one encl to the other. In tho breacl ,Yii..h 
which the S\Yan ,,as fed, he also sho,..-ed liim co11crnlerl a 
small bar of iron. Tommy could not comprehend nil thi-,, 
although he saw it before his eyes; but ::Jlr. Darlo-.,·, \Yho 
,ms present, took up the bar of iron, and put dow·n se,·e1 :11 
needles upon the table. Tommy -was infinitcl,r surpri::;ccl 
to see the needles all jump up, one after another, at the 
approach of the bar, and shoot tmrnrds it, as if tlJC~y bacl 
been possessed of life and sense. They then hung a11 about 
the bar so :6.rmlr, that though it wns liitccl into the ni1·. 
they all remained suspended, nor eyer q uittecl their bold. 
::\Ir. Barlow then placed a, key upon the table, and putting 
tho iron near it, the key attached itself as firmly to the bar 
as the needles had done before. All this appeared so sur
prising to Tommy, that ho begged an explanation of ii.. 
:l\Ir. Barlow told him, "There is a, stone called the loacl
stone, often found in iron mines. This stone is nahually 
possessed of the s1uprising power of dra,ving to itself all 
pieces of iron that arc not too lnrgc, or placed at too great 
a distance. But 11hat is equally extraordinary is, that iron 
itself, after ha;ving been rubbed upon the loadstone, arquirc::i 
the same po11er as the stone itself, of attracting other 
iron. For this purpose people take small bars of iron, and 
rub them carefully upon the loaclstone, and -when the bars 
lrn:rn acquired this ·rnry extraordinary power, they call them 
magnets. When Harry hacl seen the exhibition of the 
swan, upon rc"°oh-i.ng it in his mind, he began to suspect 
that it ,ms performed entirely by the power of magnetism. 
On his talking to me about the affair, I confirmed him in 
his opinion, and furnished him mth a, small mngnet to put 
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into the bread, and a large needle to conceal in the body of 
the bird. So this is the explanation of the feat which so 
much puzzled you a few days past." 

J'.fr. Barlow had scarcely done speaking, when Tommy 
observed another curious property of the s,van, which he 
had not found out before. This bird, when left to itself, 
constantly rested in one particular direction, and that 
direction was foll north and south. 

Tommy inquired the reason of this, ancl J'.fr. Barlow gave 
him this additional explanation : " The persons ,, ho first 
discovered the wonderful powers of the loadstone in com
municating its virtues to iron, amused themselves, as ,ve do 
now, in touching needles and small pieces of iron which 
they made to fl.oat upon water, and attracted them \nth 
other pieces of iron. But it was not long before they found 
out, as you do now, another surprising property of this 
wonderfol stone. They observed, that when a needle had 
once been touched by the loadstone, if it "~as left to fl.oat 
upon the water without restraint, it would invariably turn 
itself towards the north. In a, short time they improved 
the discovery farther, a.nd contrived to suspend the middle 
of the needle upon a point, so loosely that it could move 
about in every direction; this they covered with a glass 
case, and thus they always had it in their power to find out 
all the qu:wters of the hea,vens and e~rth." 

TOMMY. "\Vas this discovery of any great use? 
MR. B.A.RLOW. Before this time they had no other method 

of finding their way along the sen,, but by observing t,1w 
stars. '11hey knew, by experience, in what part of the sky 
certa.in stars appeared at every season of the year, and this 
enabled them to discover east, west, north, and south. 
But when they set out from their own country by sea, they 
knew in which direction tbe place was situated which they 
were going to. If it lay to the east, they had only to keep 
the head of the ship turned full to that quarter of the 
heavens, and they would arriYe at the place they were going 
to; and this they were enabled to do by observing the stars. 
But frequently the -weather was thick, and the stars no 
loDger appeared, and then they were left to wander about 
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the pathless ocean without the smallest track to guide them 
in their course. 

For this reason they seldom dared to ventm'e out of sight 
of shore, for fear of losing their way. Thus all their voyages 
'irnre long and tedious; for they ,-rcre obliged to make them 
several times as long as they would haYe clone, could they 
have taken the straight and nearest way. But soon after 
the discoYcry of this admirable property of the loaclstone, 
they found that the need'le, ,Yhich had been thus preprlrecl, 
"TT·as capable of showing tho chfferent points of the heavens, 
even in the darkest night. This enabled them to sail with 
greater security, and to Yonture boldly upon the immense 
ocean, which they had ahrnys feared before. 

T. How extraordinary tha.t a little stone should enable 
people to cross the sea, and to find their ,vay from one 
country to another! BLtt I wonder why they take all 
these pains. 

iir. B. That you need not wonder at, when you consider 
that one country frequently produces what another does 
not; and therefore, by exclrnnging their different commodi
ties, the inhabitants of both may live more conrnnintly than 
they did before. 

:fr. I ha.Ye heard you say, that even in Greenland, the 
coldest and most uncomfortable country in tho \forld, 
the inhabitants procure themselyes necessaries, and live 
contented. 

T. What, is there a part of the world still colder than 
Lapland? 

l\lr. 13. Greenland is still farther north, and therefore 
colder and more barren. The grouud is there covered with 
snow, which never melts, c,en in tho summer. There are 
scarcely any animals to be found, excepting bears, that 
liYe by preying upon fish. There are no trees grmving 
upon any part of the country, so that tho in abitants have 
nothing to build their houses ,Yith, excepting the planks 
and trees which the sea washes away from other countries, 
ancl. leaves upou their coast. With these they erect large 
cabins, where several families live together. The sides of 
t11ose huts are composed. of earth and stones, and t]J(' top 
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secm·ed with turf; in a short time the whole is so cemented with frost, that it is impenetrable to the weather during the whole winter. Along the sides of the building are made several partitions, in each of which a Greenlander lives with his family. Each of these families has a small lamp continually burning, by means of which they cook their food and obtain light, and what is equally necessary in so cold a country, keep up an agreeable warmth throughout their apartment.. They have a few deer, which sometimes visit them in the summer, and which the Greenlandcrs kill whenever they can catch them; but they are almost entirely destitute of all the vegetables which serve as nourishment to man, so that they are obliged to be continually upon the sea, in order to catch fish for their maintenance. 

T. What a dreadful life that must be in a country which is so cold! 
J\1r. :B. In consequence of that extreme cold, those northern seas are full of such immense quantities of ice, that they are sometimes almost covered with them. Huge pieces come floating down, not only as big as the largest houses, but even resembling small mountains. These are sometimes dashed against each other by the winds, with a noise that exceeds the report of a cannon, and with such immense force that they would crush tho strongest ship to pieces. Upon these pieces of ice aro frequently seen white bears of enormous size, which have either fallen asleep upon thorn, and so been carried away, or ]rn.,e straggled over those icy hills in search of fish. 

T. You said that these people had neither flesh nor corn; Jo they then clothe themselves with the skins of fish, as well as live upon them? 
l\fr. :B. There is in those seas a peculiar species of animal called a seal. He is nine or ten feet long, and has two small fore feet, on which he is able to .walk a. little upon the shore; for he frequently comes out of the sea, and sleeps, or amuses himself upon the land or ice. His body is very large, and full of oil, and behind he has two legs, which resemble fins, with which he swims in the water. This animal is the constant prey of the Greenlander. and furnishes 
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him with all he wants. The flesh he eats, the fat serves 

him to feed his lamp, which is almost as necessary as food 

itself in that cold climate ; with the skin he makes clothes 

that are impenetrable to the water, or lines the inside of his 
hut to keep out the weather. As this animal is so necessary 

to the existence of a Greenlander, it is his greatest glory to 

chase and take him. For this{urpose he places himself in 
a small narrow boat, the top o · which is covered over with 
the skins of seals, and closes round the middle of the fisher 
so tight as entirely to exclude tbe water. He bas a lono· 

oar or paddle, broad at both ends, which ho dips first o~ 

one side, then on the other, and rows along with incredible 

swiftness over the roughest seas. He carries with him a 

harpoon, a kind 0£ Janee or ja;rnlin, tied to a long thong, at 

the end of which is 'fixed a bladder, or some other light thing 
that sinks with dii1ficulty. When the fisherman is thus pre~ 

pared he skims lightly along the waters, till he perceives at 
a distance one of these animals floating upon the sU1·face. 

The Greenlander then approaches him as softly as he is 
able, and, if possible, contrives that the animal shall ham 
tho wind and sun in his eyes. When he is sul:liciently near 

he throws his harpoon, and generally wounds the seal, in 
which case he instantly hurries away, and carries with him 
the thong and bbdcler. But it is not long before the seal 
is compelled to rise again to the surface of tho water to 
breathe ; and then the Greenlander, who has been plusuing 

him all the time, attacks him anew, and dispatches him with 
a shorter lance, which he has brought with him for that 
purpose. He than ties his prey to his boat, and tows it 
after him to his family, who receive it ,vith joy, and clrnss it 
for their supper. .Although these poor people live a life of 
such continual fatigue, and are obliged to earn their food 
with so much hardship, they are generous and hospitable in 
the management of it ; for there is not a person present but 
is invited to partake of the feast ; and a Greenlander would 
think himself dishonoured for life, if he should be thought 
capable of wishinll' to keep it all to himself. 

In these seas is found the whale, which is sometimes seventy. 

ejgbty, or a hundred feet in length, and from ten to twenty 
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fecL in l1eight, and e-rery way large in proportion. "\Yhcn 
he s"·ims along the seas, he appears rather like a large 
-resscl floating upon the waters than a fish . He has 
immense fins, and a tail -n-ith ,,hich he lashes the sea into 
foam. "\Y ould you not belieYe that such an animal was the 
most dreadful o·f the whole brute creation? 

T. Incled, sir, I should! I should think that such a fish 
,,..01tld o-vers-et ,,hole ships, and devom· the sailors. 

l\Ir. B. Far from it. Except when angered, the whale is 
one of the most harmless creatures in respect to man that 
the ocean produces. The food he liYes upon is chiefly small 
fish, ,rhich are found in such prodigious shoals that the 
i::ea is absolutely covered 1Yith them for miles together. 
The hungry 1Yhule pursues them, and thins their number.:::, 
by swallowing thousands of them in their course. 

II. "\Yhat numbers of small animals must such a 1_Jrodigious fish ckrnur. 
l\Ir .. B. The "·hale, in his turn, falls a prey to man. 

Some rndccd arc cau!:;ht by the Greenlander; but by for 
the grcatCl' number fall a prey to Europeans, 1Yho send out 
great numbers of ships CYery year, to destroy the poor 
whale: for the sake of the oil ,d1ic:h his body contains, and 
the cla;:;tic bones ,Ybid1 arc known by the name of whale~ 

p 
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bone, and applied to se-rnral purposes. When the men who 
go upon this dangerous expedition discern a ,,hale floating 
at a distance, they instantly send out se...-eral boats to 
pursne him. Some of the men row along as gently as 
lJOssible, -n·hile the person appointecl to attack the fish 
:::.tands up in the fore part of the boat, holding in his hands 
u sharp harpoon, ,...-ith "hich he is prepared to "\-round his 
prey. This harpoon is fastened to a long cord "hich lies 
1·eacly coiled up in the boat, so that it may be let out in an 
instant ,...-hen the fish is struck; for such is the -n·hale's 
prodigions force, that, should the least impediment occur 
to stop the rope in its passage, he ,,ould instantly draw- the 
boat aftei· him do"TT"n to the bottom of the sea. In order to 
preYent these dangerous accidents, n, man stands constantly 
ready to cfo·ide the rope 'irith a hatchet in case it should 
happeu to become cntauglecl; ancl another is continually 
pouring \rnter oyer it for fear the sw·iftness of the motion 
::;houkl make it take fire. The poor whale, being thus 
1YOlmded, darts a'irny -n·ith great rapidity, and phmges deep 
into the se[l. The men haYe a large supply of cord ready 
to let out, and, l'i'hen thefr store is exhausted, other boats 
are ready to help with more. Thus is the poor 1Thale 
oyerpo,Yerecl and killed, in spite of his immense bulk and 
stren o-th; for, gradually wearied ,-rith his omi efforts, ancl 
the 1;'ss of blood, he relaxes in his speed, and rises again to 
the top of the ,rnter to breathe. Then the whalemen, ,rho 
h,ffe been ,,aiting for his rising, approach him anew, and 
attack him "ith fresh harpoons, till in the end his strength 
is entirely exhausted. Then the conflict is soon at an encl; 
ju a short time he breathes his last, and fl.oats like some 
large ·ressel upon the Sluface of the sea. The fishers theu 
approach, and cut off the fins, and other ,aluable parts, 
\\·hich they stow on board their ships; the fat or blubber, 
as it is often called, is recei-rnd into large hog:-heads, and, 
,Yl1en boiled, to purify it, composes ihc common oil, ,-rhich 
is applied to so many useful purposes. The whale'.:, carcase 
is left a 1)l·ey to other fish, and to the Grcenlanders, 1Yho 
carefolly collect e-rcry fragment they can find ; and a1iply 
;t to tbefr o,yn use 



1'. But pray, sir, how do the little boys amuse themselrns in such a dismal country as Greenland? Do thejr fathers take them out fishing with them ? 
l\Ir. B. "\Vhcn the men conie home nll covered with \Yet ancl icicles, and sit do11n comfortably in their huts to feast upon the prey, their usual conversation is about tbe dangers and accidents they ha,e met with in their expedition. A Greenlauder relates how he bounded over the wa,es to surprise the monstrous seal ; how he pierced the animal with his harpoon, and the seal nearly dragged the boat \Yith him under the water ; how he attacked him again in closer combat; how the creature, enraged by wounds, rushed upon him in order to destroy him with its teeth ; and how, in the end, by com·age and perseverance, he triumphed o,er his adversary, and brought him safe to land. All this Vi-ill the Greenlander relate 11ith the vehemence and interest 11hich people natm·ally feel for things which concern them nearly. He stands in the midst of his countrymen, and describes every minute circumstance of his aclvenh1res. The little children gather round, and greedily catch the relation. They feel themselves interested in_ every circumstance; they hear, and v,i.sh to share in_ the toils and glory of their fathers. "\Vhcn they are a httle 
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bigger, they exercise themselves in small ski:frs, \rith which 

they learn to oYercome the wares. Nothing can be more 

dangerons, or reqnire greater dexterity than the manage

ment of a Greenlander's boat. The least thing will oycrse~ 

it, and then the man, ·who cannot disengage himself from the 

boal-, \Yhich is fastened to his middle, sinks clown belo,...- the 

wa-res, ancl is ineYitably drowned, if lie cannot regain his 

bal:mce. The only hope of cloing this, is in the proper 

application of his oar; and, therefore, the dexterous manage

ment of i.his implement forms tho early study of the young 

Grccnbnders . In their sportirn parties, they row about in 

a thousand different ways. 'l'bey dim under their boai.:5, 

nml then set them to rights ,Yit1i their paddle; they learn 

to glide on'r i.hc roughest billmYs, and face tho greatest 

dangers ,rith intrepidity; till, in the end, they acquire 

suffi;:;ient strength and address to fish for themsel res, aml 

to be admitted into the class of men. 
II . Pra.y, sir, is t11is the country where men trirrcl about 

upon sledges c.lrmrn by dogs ? 
T. Upon sledges clrmn1 by clogs? That must be droll 

il!cleccl. I had no iden. that clogs could eyer draw carriages. 

::.\Ir. B. Tho country you arc speaking of is called 

Kamtschatka; it is incleccl a. cold and dreary country, but 

Yery distant from Greenland. The inhabitants train up 

clog,:;, \Yhich they harness to n, sledge, upon \Yhich the 

master sits, ancl so performs his journey along the snow and 

ice. All tho summer, the Karntschatkans tnrn their clogs 

loose to shift for themseh·cs, and prey upon the remains of 

fish, ,Yhich they find upon the shore or tbe banks of the 

1,j-vers (fol' fi:3h is iho common food of all the inhabitnnts); 

in the "-inter they assemble their clogs ancl use them fol' 

i.hc purposes I haYc mentioned. Thc,r ham no reins to 
goYcrn the clogs, or stop them in tlieir course, but; the 

clri ver sits upon his sledge, and keeps bimself ::is steady as 

he is able> holding in his hand a, short stick, ,Yhich }ie 

throw·s at tho clogs if i.hey displease him, and. catches again 

-with grent dexterity as he passes. This \Yay of trayelling 

is not; \rit:10;.1t dan~·er, for the temper of i.hc clogs is sucb, 

that when they a.esccncl hills and slippery places, and pass 
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Lhr0ugh ,muds, \Ybcre the driver is exposed to \"rouud himself ·with the branches and stumps, the_y alwnys quicken their pace. '1

1
he same is obserrccl in case their master should fall off, which they imtnntly discover by tbo sudden lightness of the caniage; then they set off at such a rate, that it is difficult to oYertake them. The only way ·which the Kan-1tsdrntlrnn find··, is to thro,,\. himself nt his length upon the ground, and la.y hold on the empty sledge, sufferiug himself to be thus dragged along the snow, till the dogs, through \Yeariness, abate their speed. Frc11nently in their journeys these traYellers nrc surprisecl by unexpected storms of wind and snow, which render it i1n1n·acticable to prot:cecl. But the · hardy natirn of these cold climates: inured from his infancy to support difficL1ltics, ancl almost superior to the clements, seeks the shelter of the first forest he can find; then, wrapping himself round in 
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bis warm fur garment, he sits with his legs under him, and, 

thus bundled up, suffers himself to be covered round with 

sno,v, except a small hole which he lea.ves for the purpose 

of breathing. In this manner he lies, with his dogs around 

him (who assist in keeping him warm), sometimes for 

several days} till the storm is past, and the roads once 

!nore beco1~1e passable, so that he is able to pursue his 

Journey agam. 
A few cveniugs after this conversa,tion, when the night 

1,ya:3 remar1rnbly clear, l\Ir. Barlow called his two pupils int() 

the garden, where there was a long hollow tube suspend2cl 

npon a frame. :Mr. Barlow then placed Tommy upon a 

ebai1\ and bade bim look through the tube; ,-.,-bich Tommy 

had scarcely done, -,,yhcn he cried out, ",Vhat an extra

ordinary sight is this ! " " What is the matter?" said 

:i\Ir. J3arlow. "I see," replied Tommy, "w·hat I should 

take for the moon, ,--rere it not a great many times bigger, 

ancl so near to me that I can almost touch it." " What 

you see," answered 1\1:r. Barlow, smiling, " is the moon 

itself. This glass has indeed the power of making it appear 

t,) your eye, as it would do could you approach a great deal 

nearer ; but still it is nothing but the moon; and from this 

single experiment you may judge of the different size which 
the sun ancl ali the other hcm~enly bodies would appear to 

have, if you could advance a, great deal nearer to them." 
Tommy was delighted ,vith this new spectacle; the 

moon, he said, viewed in this manner, was the most glorious 

sight he ha.cl ever seen in bis life. "And I declare," added 

he, "it seems to be shaded in such a manner, that it almost 

resembles land and water." "What you say," ans,yered 

.l\Ir. Barlow, "is by no means unreasonable; the moon is a 

very large body, and may be, for aught we know, inhabited 

like tho earth." 
~I.1ommy -,,yas more and more astonished at the introduc-

cluction of all these new ideas; but what he was particularly 

inyu~sitirn about ,i:·as, to know the reason o.f this extra

ordinary change in the appearance of objects, only by 

looking· through a hollow tube with a bit of glass fixed into 

it. 11 A 11 this " replied J\Ir. Barlow, "I will, if you desire 



1t, one day explain to you ; but it is rather too loug aud 
difficult to be undert11ken at the present moment. ,Vhen 
you arc a little farther aclvanced in some of tbc things 
which you arc now studying, you 'iv.ill understand rn.o 
better. lio·\vever, bcfcms Vi'e retire to-night, I ·will shO\v you 
something more, \'i'bich ·will perhaps equally surprise you.,, 

Thev then returned to the house; and ]\fr. Barlow, who 
had prepared evei-ything for his intended exhibition, led 
Tommy into a room, ·where he obsened nothing but n 
lantern upon the floor, and a ·white sheet hung up against 
the waU. '11ommy laughed, and said he did not see any 
thing very curious in all that. ""\V ell," said 1'Ir. Barlow, 
'~ perhaps I may surprise you yet, before I have done ; let us 
at least light up the lantern, that you may sec a little 
clearer.)) 

l\Ir. Bar1o"· then lighted a lamp which was within the 
lantern, and extingtLisbed all the other candles; and Tommy 
was instantly struck with astonishment to see a gigantic 
figure of a man leading along a large bear, appear upon the 
wall, and glide slowly along the sheet. .As he ,Yas aclmi.Ting 
this wonderful sight, a large monkey, dressed up in the 
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habit of a man, appeared and followed the bear ; after him 
came an old woman trundling a barrow of fruit; and then 
two boys, who, however, were as big as men, and seemed fo be fighting as they passed. 

·rommy could hardly find words to express his pleasure and admiration ; and he entreated i.Ir. Barlow, in the most 
eamest manner, to explain to him the reason of all these 
wonderful sights. "A.t present," said }Ir. Barlow, "~-ou 
are not sufficiently ndrnnced to understand the explanation. Rowe-rer, thus much I ,,ill tell you, that both the TfOn
derful tube which sho1Ved you the moon so much larger 
than you eyer saw it before, and this curious exhibition of to-night, and a variety of others, depend entirely upon such 
a little bit of glass as this ." }Ir. Barlow then put into his 
hand a small round piece of glass, w·hich resembled tbe 
figure of a globe on both sides: "It is by looking through such pieces of glass as this," said he, "and by arranging 
tbem in a particular manner, that we are enabled to per
form all these "·onders." "Well," said Tommy, "I ne'ter could hm-e believed, that simply looking through a bit of 
glass,could have made such a difference in the appearance of things." " A.nd yet," said ~1Ir. Barlow, ,: looking at a 
thing through water alone, is capable of producing the greatest change, as I will immediately p1:orn to you." . l\Ir. Barlow then took a small earthen basm, and, puttmg ~ half-crown at tho bottom, desired Tommy gradually to go 
back, still looking at the basin, till he could distinguish tho 
piece of money no longer. Tommy according retired, and 
presently cried out, that "he had totally lo t sight of the 
money." "Thon," said :.\Ir. Barlm,, '· I "·ill enable you to see it, merely by putting water into the basin." So he 
gradually poured water, till, to th~ new astonisJ11;1ent of Tommy, he found that he coul<l pbmly sec tho lrnl±-crowu; w·hich was before inY:isible. 

Tommy was greatly delighted ,·rith all these experiments, 
and dedared that from this day forwaru he would ncYcr 
rest till he had made ~11mself acquainted with e;verything curious in every branch of knowledge. 

'' -~ superiority of lmowledgc,'' said ::\fr. Barlow, "will 
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always be valuable to those who possess it. A famous instance is that of Archimedes, one of the most celebrnted matheiraticians of his time. 1Vhen the city of Syracuse ,ms besieged by the Romans, he defended it for ~ a long time by the surprising machines he invented, in such a manner that they began to despair of taking it." " Do pray," said Tommy1 "tell me that story." "No," answereLl ~\Ir. Barlon·, "it is now time to retire; but you ma.y at auy 
time read the particubrs of this extraordinriry Piegc in Plutarch's Life of l\Iarccllus.'' 

CHAPTER XII. 
:un. DARLOW .\XD HIS roon rARISIIIONEllS-TIIE l..10iu.A.L DIX~:BR-TO}I:\TY'::l .A.TTF.)11'1' AT SLEDGE-DRIYING-IIIS 1\IISIIAP-iIIS WR.\Tll-CuSIO:ls OI,' T.llE GREE::-iL • .\.~DERS. 

AND now the time approached ,...-hen l\Ir. Barlow was accustomed to invite the greater part of the poor of his parish to an annual dinner. He had a large ball, whi,:;J1 ,rn.s almost filled w·ith men, women, and children; a, chee1·fol fire blazed in the chimney, and a, long table \Yas placed in the middle for the company to dine upon. l\Ir. 13nrlow himself receirnd his guests, and conYersecl with them about tho state of their families and their affairs. Those ,Yl10 \Yere industrious and brought their children up to labour, illstructing them in the knmYledge of their duty, and prescrYing tbern f'rorn bad impressions, ·were sure to meet \\'ith his encouragement and commendation; and those ,,,-ho hall been ill, he assisted with such little necessaries as tended to alloYiate their pains, and diffuse a gleam of c:heerfulnC;ss u 1'H their snfferings. .. 
"\Vhcn ho was told of the stub bornncss and ingratitude of the poor, he used to say, "that he could easily belieyc it, 

foe tbcy ,,,-ere men in common with their superiors, and therefore must share in some of their -rices; but," aJ.ded he, "if tho interests of humanity were half so dear to us as the 
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smallest article that pleases our palate or flatters our vanity, 
we should not so easily abandon them in disgust." • 

Tommy was very much diverted with the ceremonies of· 
the festal day. He had lost a great part of his West Indian 
pride during his residence with }Ur. Barlow, and had made 
many acquaintances among the families of the poor. After 
the example of :Mr. Barlow, he condescended to go about 
from one to tbe other, and make inquiries about their 
families, and he 11as not a little gratified 11ith the extreme 
respect with which he found himself treated, both on the 
account of l\Ir. BarloYI', and of the reputation of his owi1 

liberality. 
The morning passed away in the most agreeable and 

auspicious manner; but after dinner an unexpected incident 
occurred: ,·rhich clouded all the merriment of the unfortunate 
Tommy :Merton. 

l\Ir. Barlow happened to have a large Newfoundland clog, 
equally famous for his good nature and his love of the water. 
,Vith this dog Tommy had been long forming an acquaintance, 
and he used to amuse himself "\\-ith throwing sticks into the 
water, which Oresar would instantly bring out in his moutb, 
however great might be the distance. Tommy had been 
fired with the description of the Kamtschatkau clogs, and 
their method of drawing sledges, and meditated an enter
prise of this nature upon Oresar. This very clay, finding 
himself lmusually at leislue, he determined to execute his 
project. He therefore furnished himself with some rope 
and a kitchen chair, which he destined for his -vehicle, instead 
of a sledge. He then inveigled Omsar into a large yard 
behind the house, and, extending the chair flat upon the 
ground, fastened the dog to it with great care aud ingenuity. 
Oresar, who did not understand the new pm·pose to which 
he was going to be applied, suffered himself to be harnessed 
without opposition, and Tommy mounted his seat triumph
antly, with a ,Thip in his hand, and began his operations. 
A cro"\\·d of little boys, the sons of the labourers within, now 
ga.thered round the y01mg gentleman, ancl by their admiration 
very much increased his ardour to distinguish himself. 
Tommy began to use the common expressions ·with which 
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he had heard coachmen urge on their horses, :1nd smacked his whip ·with all the confidence of an experienced charioteer. Cresar, mean"hile, who did not understand this language, began to be a little impatient, and expressed his uneasiness by making sevel'al bounds, and rearing up like a restive horse. 'l'his added very much to the amusement of the spectators ; 1Yhilc Tommy, who considered his honour as materially concerned in achieving the ad,enturn, began to grc,v a little more warm ; and, proceeding from one experiment to another, at length a1)pliecl a pretty severe lash to the hinder part of his steed. This Cresar resented so much, that he in tautly set off at three-quarters speed, and dragged. the chair, with the clriYcr upon it, at a great rate. '1
1
ommy now looked round with an air of supreme 
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triumph, and kept his seat with sm·prising address and 
firmness. 

Unfortunately there happened to be at no great distance, 
n, Jargc horse-pond, which went shelving dow-n to the depth 
of three or four feet. Thither, by a kind of natural instiuct, 
the affrighted Cmsar ran, when he found he could 110t 
disengage himself from his tormentor; while Tommy, ,·d10 
now began to repent of his success, endeavoured to' pricify 
rmcl restmin him. But all his expostulations ,vere vaiD, 
for Cmsar precipibtely rushed into the l)ond, rmd in an 
instant pluugecl into the micldlc, ,Yith his charioteer behind 
him. 'l111e croYrcl of spectators bad now a. fresh subject of 
amusement, and all their respect for )foster Tommy conlcl 
not hinder them from bursting into shouts of bug1iter. 'Ihe 
nnforhmate hero ,ms equally discomposed at the 11111nm111erly 
e:s.ultntion of the multitude, and at his own tickli,;h situation. 
Bllt he did not long wait for tho termination of bis ad venture; 
for, after a, little floundering about in the pond, Crcsar, by a 
vigorous exertion oYcrturned the chair, and Tommy came 
roughly into the water. To add to his misfortune, the 1Joncl 
was at that time neither ice nor \\·ater; for a, sudden thaw 
had commenced the dn,y before, accompanied 1Yith a copiowi 
fall of snow. Tommy, therefore, as soon as he had reco, creel 
his footing, fl.ounclercc1 ashore through mud and water, and 
pieces of floating ice, like some amphibious animal. Some
times his feet slipped, allll down he tumbled; then he struggle cl 
up again, shaking the ,vatcr from his hair and clothes. K ow 
his feet stuck fast in the mud, ancl now, by a clesperate 
effort, he disengaged himself, ";ith the loss of both his shoes; 
thus labouri11g on, -n-ith much pain and difficulty he reached 
the lancl. '.£he whole troop of spectators ,-rrro no"· incapable 
ot stifling thefr langhtcr, which broke forth in such redoubled 
peals, that the unfortunate hero r:as irritated beyond all 
endurance. Forgetting his own sufferiDgs and necessities, 
as soon as he had struggled 1:o the shore, he foll upon them 
in a fury, and dealt his blm..-s so liberally on every side, 
that he pnt the ·whole company to iligl1t. Tommy ,rns now 
in the situation of a: warrior pursuing a rnutetl · army. 
Dismay and terrm." scattered all his little associates u 



hundred di.ffereut '\lays, ,,hile pass10n and rrrnnge ammated 
him to the pm'suit, and made him forgetful of the wetness 
of his clothes, and the discomforts of his situation. What
ever unfortunate boy came ,-rithin his reach was sure to be 
unmercifully cuifed and pummelled; for, in the fury with 
which he felt himself inspired, he did not rrnit to consider 
ihe exact rules of justice. 

,Vhile Tommy ,,;as thus revenging tbe affronts he imagined 
be had recei,ed, and chasing the yanq_uished about tho 
court, the unusual uproar reached the ears of ]Ur. Barlow, 
and brought hi.m to the door. He could hardly help laughing 
at the ruefol figure of his friend, 11ith the water dropping 
from eyery part of Lis body- iJ? copious streams, and at the 
rage which seemed to animate h.i::1 in spite of his disaster. 
It ,,as witli"sornc cli.fficnlty that Tonnny cou]d compose hirnse]f 
enough to gi.rn :Mr. BarlO\v an account of his misfortune, 
1Yhere11pon :;_\fr, Barlow immediately led hi.m into the house, 
anc.l ac.1 vi~eJ. hirn to undress and o-o to bed. He then brought 
him. some ,,urrn drink, and tlnts sayed 1)oor Tommy from 
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the bad effects which might otherwise have arisen from so 
complete a drenching. 

The next day, l\Ir. Barlow laughed at Tommy in his usual 
good-natured manner, and asked him, "if he intended to 
ride out in the Kamtschatkan manner ? " adding, however, 
that he should be afraid to attend a charioteer who had the 
habit of beating b-is companions. Tommy was a little con
fused at this insinuation, but replied, " that he should 
not haYe been so proi,-oked, if they hrtd not laughed at his 
misfortunes; and he thought it very hard to be both wetted 
and ridiculed." "But," replied l\Ir. Barlow, "did their 
noise or laughter do you any great damage, that you 
endea;voured to return it so roughly ? " Tommy answered, 
"that he must 011n it did not do him any harm or girn him 
any pa.in." "Why, then," said l\Ir. Barlow·, "I do not see 
the justice of your returning 1t in that manner." "But," 
said '11ommy, "it is so pro··rnking to be laughed at! '' "Tb ere 
are t,Yo 11:1ys of remedying that," replied l\Ir. Barlow, 
"either by not doing such things as mil expose you to 
ridicule, or by learning to be ridiculed ,,ith a little more 
patience." "But," said Tommy, "I do not think that any
body can bear it 11ith patience." "All the world," said 
i\Ir. Barlow, "are not quite so passionate as you are. It is 
not long ago that you were speaking of the poor Greenlanders 
with great contempt, and fancying them much inferior to 
yourself; yet those poor barbarians, as you called them, 
who live upon fish, and are not brought up like gentlemen's 
sons, are capable of giving you a lesson that would be of 
the greatest sen·ice if you would observe it." ",Vhat is that, 
sir?" enquired Tommy. "They are brought up to so much 
moderation and self-command," said ]Ur. Barlow, "that they 
never give way to sudden impulses of passion; and when 
they observe Europeans with their no]ent gestures, their 
angry words, and their countenances inflamed with wrath, they 
feel for them the greatest contempt, and say they must barn 
been very badly educated. .As to themeeh'es, if any person 
thinks himself ill-used by another, without putting himself 
into any passion upon the occasion, he defies his foe to meet 
him at a particular time before all theirmutualacguainbnces.'' 
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TOMMY. But then, I suppose, they fight ; and that is 
being as passionate as I was. 

Mr. BARLOW. I am sorry that you, who pretend to havo 
been so well brought up, should have recourse to the 
example of the Greenlanders, in order to justify your ovrn 
conduct; but in this case you are mistaken, for the bar
barians are a great deal wiser than many young gentlemen. 
The person who thinks himself injured does indeed chal
lenge his antagonist; but it is to a very different sort of 
combat from the one you ima,gine. Both parties nppear at 
the appointed time, and each is surrounded with a company 
of his particular friends. Th~ place ,vhere they assemble is 
generally the middle of one of their large huts, ,vhere all 
the persons of their society may be impartial spectators of 
their contest. When they are thus convened, the champion, 
who by agreement is to begin, steps forward into the middle 
of the circle, and entertains the company with a, song or 
speech, which he has before meditated. In this perform
ance he contriYes to throw all possible ridicule upon his 
antagonist, and his satire is applauded by his own party, 
and excites universal merriment among tbe audience. 
\Vhen he has sung or declaimed himself out of breath, it is 
the ·turn of his riYal to begin, who goes on in the same 
manner, answering all the satire that has been thrown upon 
him, and endeavouring to win the laughers over to his own 
side. In this manner do the combatants continue, alter
nately reciting their compositions against each other, till 
the memory or invention of one of them fails, and he is 
obliged to yield the victory to his rival. After this public 
spectacle of their ingenuity, the two champions generally 
forget all their animosities, and are cordially reconciled. 
This," concluded l\Ir. Barlow, "appears to me to be a much 
better method of answering ridicule than by giving way to 
passion and resentment, and beiLting those ,Yho displease 
us ; and one of these honest Greenhmders would be as 
muc.:h ashamed of a sudden transport of anger, as a Kamts
chatkan traveller would be of managing his dogs as hnr11y 
as :-; ou droyc yesterdn.y." 



CHAPTEI-t Xlll. 

TO:J:JY A.ND IIARRY RETT;RN TO :Im, l\lERTON'S-TJIE FASlllO~ABLE GLESTS 

-·:l.lISS SL\D!ONS-IIA.RR'(S :l.!ORTIFICA.TIONS- ::UJ.STER C011.PTON A.ND 

1-U.STER ::UA.SII-T IIE TJlE.\TRE-CARD -PLA. YING-. 

TnE time had now arriYed when '.rornrny was by appoint

ment to go home and spend some time wjth his parent:;. 

i\Ir. Barlow ha(l been long afraid of this -risit, a~ he knew 

his pnpil \Youlcl meet a great deal of company there, wh~ 

\rnnld give him impressions of a very different nature from 

those he had with so mueh assiduity been labouring to 

c,eite. Ho,rnver, tbe yisit v-·as unarnidable; nilcl l\Ir. 

1\.Ierton sent so prcsjng nn in...-itation for Harry to 

accompany h.s friend, after having obtained the consent of 
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hjs fotLer, that J\fr. Barlo,,v, ·with much regret, took lea,·e of both his pupils. Harry, from the experience he had formerly acquired of polite life, bad no great inclination for the expedition; lwwever, his temper wns too easy antl obljgjng to allow of Jijs raising any objections; and tho real afreciion he no-w entertained for l\faster :l\Ierton, rendered him less a-rerse than he iYould otherwise have been. When the boys arrived at 1v1r. J\Ierton's, they were introduced into a cro,vdecl drawing-room, full of the most elegant company ,-rhich that part of the country afl:orclecl, mno:og "·horn ,rnre several young gentlemen and ladies of differeE.t ages, who had bee:1. purposely invited to spend their holidays wii. h J\Iaster l\Icrton. As soon as l\Iaster l\Ierton entered, every tongue was let loose in his praise; "be liacl grown, he ,ms irnprowd, he was such a charming boy ; " bis eyes, his hair, his teeth, hjs eYery feature became the admiration of all the ladies. Thrice did be make the circle, in order to recei,e the congratuJations of tho company, and to be introduced to 1.he young ladies. 
As to Harry, be had the good fortune to be taken notice of by nobody except l\Ir. J\Ierton, who recci·rnd him with great cordiality. A lady, however, ,Yho sat by l\Irs. l\ferton, ankecl her in a whisper, loud enough to be heard all over the room, 1Yhether that ,-ras the little plou_r;l1-boy whom she had heard l\Ir. Barlo,v ,,as attempting to bring np like a gentleman? l\1rs. l\Ierton answered "yes." "Indeed," said the lady, "I should lrnxe thought so by bis plebeian look, and Ynlgar air. But I wonder, my clear madam, that you i"fill suffer your son, who, wiLhout flattery, is one of the most accompli:shed children I e,·er saw in my life, with q Llite the air of fashion, to keep such company. Are you not afraid that l\fastcr :Merton should insensibly contract bad habits, and a grm·elling ,my of thinking?· For my o,Yn part, as I think a good education is a. thing of the utmost consequence in lifo, I ba.ye spared no pains to gfre my ~1ear =\fatilcla e-\·ery possible adrnntage:. 1

' "Certainly," replied i\Irs. 1\Ierton, '' one mn.y sec the excellence of her education in e,·ery thing l\Iiss :Matilda does. She plays most divinely m)on the piano talks l?rench eyen better I - ) q 
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t1rnn she tloes English, and draws in the style of a master. 

1 ndeca, I think that last figure she drew the finest thing I 
c,er saw in my life!" 

,--rhile this conversation was going on in one part of the 

room, a, young la.dy, observing that nobody seemed to 

take the least notice of Harry, advanced towards him with 

the greatest affability, and began to enter into conversation 
with him. This young lady's na.me ,-vas Simmons. Her 

father and mother had been two of the most respectable 

l)eople in the country, accoriling to the old style of English 
gentry, but her father ha-1ing ilied w·hile she ,,;-as young, the 

care of her had devoh-ed upon an uncle, who ,,as a man of 

sense and bene,olence, but a very great humourist. This 

gentleman had such peculiar ideas of female character, that 

he waged 11ar with most of the polite and modern accomplish

ments. As one of the first blessings of life, according to his 

notions, "\\as health: he cndeavotued, by a robust and harcl:· 
education, to preycnt that sickly delicacy ,.,,-hich is considerecl 

so great an ornament in fashionable life. His niece 11a"! 
nccustomed, from her earliest youth, to plunge into the cold 

bath at eYery season of the year, to rise by candle-light in 

n-inter, to ride a dozen miles upon a trotting horse, or to 
,,alk as many, crnn with the hazard of being splashed, or 

soiling her clothes. By this mode of education, :Miss Sukey 
(for so she had the misfortune to be named) acquired an 
excellent character, accompanied, howe,er, ,-rith some ilis
positions ,,hich disqualified her almost as much as Harry 

for fashionable life. She was acquainted with all the best 

authors in our language, nor was she ignorant of those in 

French. Her uncle, who was a man of sense and infor
mation, had besides instructed her in several parts of 

knowledge: which rarely fell to the lot of la.dies; such as 
the established La,Ts of Nature, and the rudiments of 
Geometry. She ,ms, besides, brought up to understand 

e-rery species of household employment, and taught to 
be1ie,e that domestic economy is a, point of the utmost 
consequence to e,ery .,,-,;•omau wl10 intends to be a wife and 

a motlier. As to music, though ]Hiss Simmons had a Yery 

agreeable ,oicc1 and could sing se-reral simple songs jn n. 



-rery pleasing manner, she rras entirely ignorant of it; her uncle used to say, in his humorous way, that human life is not long enough to throw away so much time upon the science of malcing a noise. He would scarcely permit her to learn French, although he understood it himself. \Vomen, he thought, are not birds of passage, who are to be eternally changing their places of abode. "As to various languages," he ,,ould say, "I do not see the necessity of them for a woman. J\'[y niece is to marry an Englishman, and to liYe in England. As to the French nation, I respect and esteem it on many accounts; but I am very doubtful whether the English will ever gain much by adopting either their manners or their goverment ; and when respectable foreigners choose to visit us, I seo no reason why they should not take the trouble of learning tho language of the country." 
Such had been the education of ]Hiss Simmons, the only person among all the genteel company at J\fr. J\11:erton's "~ho thought Harry deserving the least attention. This young lady, who possessed an uncommon degree of natura. bcneyolence of character, came up to him, and addressed him in a manner that set him perfectly at his ease. Harry was destitute of the artificial graces of society; but he possessed that natural politeness and good natm·e, without which all artificial acquirements are unsatisfactory. Harry bad an understanding naturally strong; and Mr. Barlow, while he had with the greatest cure preserved him from all false impressions, had taken great pains in cultivating the faculties of his mind. Harry, indeed, never said any of those brilliant things that render a boy the darling of the ladies ; he had not that vivacity, or rather impertinence, which frequently passes for wit ,Yith superficial people ; but he paid the greatest attention to what was said to him, and made the most judicious observations upon subjects he understood. For this reason, l\Iiss Simmons, although much older and better informed, received great satisfaction from conversing with him, and thought little Harry infinitely more agreeable and sensible than any of the smart roung gentlemen she l1acl hitherto seen at l\lr. l\Ierton's. 

() 2 
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BnL noYr the comprrny was smnmonecl to tbe important 

busine8s of dinner. Harry coulcl not help sighing ,,hen he 

reflected on what he hacl to undergo; howeyer, he cleter

minecl to bear it with all imaginable fortitude, for the sake 

of his friencl Tommy. The dinner indeed seemed to him 

more clreadfol than anything he ha.cl before endured; so 

many fine gentlemen and fine ladies; so many powdered 

servants to stand l)ehind their chairs ; so many remoYes ; 

such pomp and solemnity about what seemed the easiest 

thing in the world.; that Harry could not help envyino- the 

condition of his father's labom·ers, who, when th.ey ~vere 

hungry, could sit at their ease under a hedge, and inake a 

dinner ,,ithout plates, table-cloths, or compliments ! 

In the mean time, Tommy "·as receized into the circle of 

the ladies, and lookecl upon as a prodigy of wit ancl 

ingenuity. Harry coulcl not help being surprised at tbis. 

His affection for his friend ,Yas totally unmixell with the 

meanness of jealousy, and he recei,ed the sincerest pleasure 

from eYery impro,cment which Tommy hacl rnacle; yet, ho 

luul neYer disco,erecl in him any of those snrprising talents; 

and, when he could catch anything that Tommy said, it 

appeared to him. rather inferior to his usual method of 

con,ersation. Howe,er, as so many fine Jadies were of a 

different opinion, he took it for granted that ho must be 

mistaken. 
J3ut if Harry's opinion of bis friend's abilities "·as not 

much improrncl by this exhibition, it was not so with 

Tommy. Tho repeated assurance which 11c receiYed that he 

was indeed a little pJ'odigy, began to conYince him that he 

really was so. "\Vhen he considered the company he bad 

hvecl among, ho fonncl that great injustic.e hacl been done i.o 

his merit; for at .i\Ir. Barlo,y's he was frequentl,v contra

dictecl, and obliged to giYe a reason for ,,-hat ho said ; but 

here, in order to be admired, he had nothing to do but talk; 

whether his speeches bad any rnerming or not, his auditors 

ah,ays found either wit or sense, or a most entertaining 

sprio-htliness in all he uttered. Nor was :Mrs. ::Hcrton 

hers~lf .deficient in bestowing marks of admiration upon her 

son. To see him before improYo in health, in understanding, 



in ,-irtne, bad giYen her a pleasurable sensation; but to sen him shiuo with such trauscondaut brightness, before such excellent judges, and in so polite a companr, inspired her wit.h raptures she had neYer felt before. Indeed, in con-equencc of thi;:; SL1c:ccs::i, the young gentlcman'5 Yolubilit_y impron~cl so mut:h, that, before dinner ,rns over, he seemed disposed to engross the whole con-rersabon to himself; and ~Ir. ~Ierton, 1Yho clill not relish the sallies of his son equally with his ,Yifc, was once or fo-icc obligel1 to interpose and check him in his career. This ~Irs . l\Ierton thought Yery hard; and all the ladies, after they had retired into the drmYi11g-room, agreed, that Tommy's father 1Yould certainly spoil bis temper or such improper contracli<.:tion. 
~\.s to little Harrr, he had not the· good fortune to please th0 great.er numbt'L' of the ladies . Tl1c_,- obseryed that he 

,\"a8 awlrn ard and ungcntePl. and had a he::wr clow11i;c;h look. IIc wa::; abo silent and rescned, and had nut saiLl a single agreeable thing. If ~Ir. Barlow chose to keep a school for l'arlLr;:; aud thrashers, nobody would hinder him; but it ,Yas not 1n·opcr to introduce such , ulgar persons to the sons of 
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people of fashion. It ,,as therefore agreed, that 11r. Barlow 
ought either to send little Harry home to his friends, or to 
be no more honoured with the company of l\Iastcr JHerton. 
Indeed, one of the ladies hinted, that l\Ir. Barlow himself 
\\'as but ,: an odd man, who seldom 11ent to parties, and 
played upon no kind of instrument." 

""\Vhy," answered l\1rs. l\forton, "to tell the truth, I 
was not o,er fond of the scheme. l\Ir. Barlo11, to be sme, 
though a very good, is a ,ery strange man. Howernr, as he 
is so disinterested, and would never receirn the least present 
from us, I doubt whether ,,e could, 11ith propriety, insist 
upon his turning little Sandford ou,li of the house." "If 
that js the case," answered l\Irs. Compton, for that 11as the 
name of the dissatisfied lady," I think it would be infinitely 
better to remoye l\Iaster l\1erton, and place him in some 
polite seminary, 11here he might acquire a knowledge of the 
world, and make genteel connexions . This 11ill al,rnys be of 
the greatest adrnntage to a young gentleman, and \Yill prm·e 
of the most essential senice to him in life. This is the 
plan which I barn ahrnys pursued 11ith Augustus :md 
l\Iatilda, I think I may say, not entirely without success ; 
for they ba,e both the good forttme to ha-re formed the 
most brilliant acquaintances. As to Augustus, be js so 
intimate ,vith young Lord Squander, who you know_ is 
possessed of the greatest Parliamentary interest, that I thmk 
his fortune is as good as made." 

l\Iiss Simmons, "ho was present at this conversation, 
could not help looking 1Yith so much significance at tbe 
mention of Lord Squander, that 3Irs. Compton coloured a 
litLlc, and asked, \Yiih some eagerness, 11hether she knew 
anything of that yoLmg nobleman? . 

"What I know," ans,Yered the young lady, "is Yery little ; 
but if you desire me to jnform you, it is my duty to speak 
the truth." "Oh! to be sure, l\Iiss Simmons," replied 
l\Irs. Compton, a little angrily, "we all know you::.· Juil,r;ment 
and knoicled_r;e of the ,rnrlcl; and therefore I shall be 
infinitely obliged to you for any information you maJ be 
pleased to give." "Indeed, madam," answered the young 
lady, "I barn n'ry Jitlle of either to boast, nor am I 
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personally acquainted ,vith the nobleman you arc talking 
of; but I ham a cousin, a very good boy, Td10 is at the same public school with his lordshjp, and he has given me a 
character of him which does not much prepossess me in his favour ." "And vdiat may this wise cousin of yours hare said of his lordship ?" " Only, that he is one of the worst boys in tho whole school; that he has neither genius nor application for anything that becomes his rank ancl situation; that he has no taste for anything but gaming, horse-raciug, and the most contemptible amusements ; that, though his allowance is large, he is eternally running in debt with everybody that will trust him; and tlrnt ho has broken his word so often, that nobocly has tho least conficlence in what ho says." 

Ilere l\Iiss l\1atil<la could not help interposing \YiLh warmth; she said., that "his lordship had nothing in his character or manners that did not perfectly become a nobleman of the most clerntecl soul. Little grovelling minds, indeed, "-hich arc ahrnys envious of their superiors, might girn a clisagreeable turn to tho generous openness of this young nobleman's temper. That, as to running in clebt, it was so essential to a man of fashion, that nobody who 
was not born in tho city, and oppressed by city prejudices, would think of making a fuss about such a trifle ." She 
then maclo a panegyric upon his lord.ship's person, his elegant taste in dress, his new phmton, and his entortaiuing conYersation; and concluded. that, with such abilities and accom]_Jlishments as those he possessed, she dicl not doubt of one day seeing him at the head of the nation. 

J.Iiss Simmons had no clcsire to push the conyersation nny farther; and, the rest of tho company coming in to tea, the disquisition about Lorcl Squanclor finished. 
After tea, seYeral of the young Jaclies were desired to amuse the company with music and singing; among the rest, }.fiss Simmons sang a, little Scotch song, called Lochaber, in so artless, but sweet and pathetic a manner, that little Harry listened almost -with t ears in bis c;yes; though se\-eral 

vf the young ladies, by their significant looks and gcst Lu·cs, treated the simple bal]ad \Yith inrifohlc coni empt. 
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After Lhis, l\fiss J.\Iatilda., ,,ho was allowecl to be a perfect 

mistress of music, played and sang several celebrated Italian 

airs; but, as these were in a, language totally unintelligible 

to IIarrr, he receired very little pleasure, though all the 

rest of tho cornp:111y were in raptm·es. She then proceeded 

to play sernral pieces of music, w·hich \\ere allowed by all 

connoissem·s to require infinite skill in the performer. The 

audience seemed all delighted, and either felt, or pretended 

to feel, inexpressible pleasure; even Tommy himself, who 

t1id not know one note from another, had cr.ught so much of 

the general enthusiasm, that he applauded as loudly as the 

rest of the company; but Harry, whose temper w·as not 

quite so pliable, could not conceal the intolerable weariness 

that o-rnrpowerd his senses during this long exhibition. Re 

gaped, he ya,,ned, he stretched, he eyen pinched himself, 

in order to keep his attention ahrn-but all in Yain; the 

more l\fiss l\Iatilcla exercised her skill in playing difficult 

pieces, tbe more clicl Harry's propensity to clro\\siness in

crease. At length, the lateness of the hom', ,Yhich much 

exceeded Harry's time of going to bed, conspiring ,Yith the 

soothing charms of music, he could resist no longer, but 

insensibly fell back upon his chair, fast asleep . This unfor

tunate accident ,Yas soon remarked b,· the rest of the 

company, and confirmed them ,~err mt1ch in the opinion 

they had conceived of llarry's ntlgarity; ,-rbile he, in lhe 

mc::mtimc, er\joycd the most placid slumber, ,,hich ·was not 

di;:;sipatcd till ::Hiss l\Iatildn. had desisted from playing. 
Thus was the first da)" passed at :i\Ir. 11Ierton's, very litllc 

to the satisfaction of llarl'Y; the next, and the next after, 

were only repetitions of the same scene. The little gentle

men, ,,hose tastes and manners were totally different from 

hif3, had now imbibed a, perfect contempt for Harry; and it 

,ni.s \Tith great clifficulty tLat they could be induced to 

treat Lim with common ci\'ility. In this laudable 1c-

1iasi0t11·, they ,n~re Ycry much confirmed by two of 11..'ommy's 

friend;; , l\la::;ter Oomplon aml }\faster l\Ia::;h. 1\Iaster 

Comvton was rcckonccl a,, err gentlemanly boy, though his 

gentility consislecl chiefly in n, pair of buckles, so big tliat 

tlicr nlmo::it crjpplcc1 him; a slender, emaciated figure, aml a 
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look of consummate impucleuce. He had almost flni::shed bis education at a public se;hool, ·where he had learned every yice ::md folly he could possibly acquire, without in tho least improving either his character or his understanding. l\lnster l\Iash ,ms the son of a neighbouring gentleman, ·who had considerably impaired his fortune by an inordinate lorn of horse-racing. Ile, too, w·as now improving his talents br a public education, and longed impatiently for the time ·when he should be set free from all restraint, and allo·wed to display the superiority of his genius at Ascot and Newmarket. 
These two yom1g gentlemen had concei,,ccl the most Yiolent dislike i.o Ilany, and lost no occasion of sa,ying or doing everything that could morti(y him. To Tommy their belrnYiour ,ms Yery difforent ; they omitted no opportunity of rendering themselves agreeable to him. Kor was it long before their fonrnrd, Yivacious maimers, accomp::miecl ,yith a knowledge of many gay scene::;, which acted forcibly upon Tommy';:; imagiualion, began i.o render their co1wersa! ion highly agreeable. They talked io him about public place::; of amusement, about celebrated a.ctrcsses _. about parties of pleasure, and parties of mi::;chief. 'l1ommy began to feel himself introducccl to a new i rain of idc.i~, 
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and a wider range of conduct ; he began to long for the 

time when he should share in the glories of robbing orchards, 

or insulting passengers with impunity; but when he heard 

that little boys, scarcely bigger than himself, had often 

joined in the glorious project of forming open rebellions 

against their masters, or of disturbing a ,,hole audience at 

a play-house, be panted for the time ·when he might haYe a 

chance of sharing in the fame of such achie-vements. By 

degrees, he lost all regard for l\Ir. Barlow, and all affcdion 

for his friend Harry. At first, indeed, he ,ms shocked at 

hem•jng JHr. Barlow mentioned with disrespect; but, be

coming by degrees more callous to e-rery good impression, 

he at last laughed most heartily at seeing ::.\Ia::,ter ::.\Iash 

( ,rho, though destitute of either mt or genius, had a great 

taste for mimicry) take off the parson in the middle of his 

sermon. 
lfarry perceiYed and lamented this change in the manners 

of his friend. He sometimes took the liberty of remon

strating with him upon the subject, but was only answered 

with a, contemptuous sneer; and l\Iaster l\Iash, who hap

pened once to be present, told him that he ,,as a 111onst,·ous 

bo,-e. 
It happened, that while Harry was at ::.\Ir. ::.\forton's, a 

troop of strolling players came to a neighbouring to,-rn. In 

order to amuse the young gentlemen, ::.\Ir. nierton con

trirnd that they should make a party to see a play. They 

,,ent accordingly, and Harry with the rest. ':l.1ommy, ,-rho 

now no longer condescended to take any notice of his 

friend Harry, \Yas seated between bis two new acquaint

ances, ·who had become his inseparable companions. The~e 

young gentlemen first began to gi,e specimens of their 

politeness by throwing nuts ancl orange-peel upon the 

:3tag;e; ancl Tommy, who resolved to profit by such an 

excellent ex.ample, threw nuts and orange-peel with infinite 

satisfaction. 
As soon as the curtain drew up, and the actors appeared, 

all the rest of the audience obserrnd a decent silence; but 

i\Iash and Compton, ·who were now dctcrminecl to prom the 

superiority of their manners, began to talk so loud, nncl 
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make so much noise, that it was impossible for auy one near them to hear a, word of the play. This also seemed amazingly fine to Tommy; and he, too, talked and hughed as loud as the rest. 
The subject of their conYersation was the audience and i.he performers; neither of ,,hom these polite young gen~ Hemen found bearable. The audience was chiefly composed of the tradesmen of the tO\,n, and the inhabitants of the neighbom·ing country ; this was a, sufficient reason for these refined young gentlemen to speak of them ,~·ith the most utter contempt. Every cirumstance of then· drei::;s and appearance ,,as criticised 1Yith such a minuteness of attention, thr..t Harry, who sat near, and, very much against his inclination, "\Yas witness to all that passed, began to imagine that his companions, instead of being brought up like the sons of gentlemen, had only studied under barbers and tailors; such amazing knO\Yledge did they display in matters of buckles, buttons, and dressing of hair. As to the poor performers, they found them totally undeserving of merer· thej· 1Ycrc so shockino-lv awkward so ill-dressed, so ,. ' b J ' low-liyed, and such detestable creatures, that it was impos-sible to bear them -n·ith any patience. 

:;\laster :)Iash, who prided himself upon being a young gentleman of great spirit, was of opinion that they should kick np a riot, and demolish all the scenery. Tommy, indeed, did not Yery well understand what the expression meant; but he ,ms so fully persuaded of the merit and genius of his companions, that he agreed that it 1Yould be the most proper thing in the ,rnrld; and the propo5al "as accordingly matle to the rr.st of the young gentlemen. 
It is unl!erlain how for the boys might haYe proceeded, lrntl not a c.cccnt, plain-looking man, ,-.,-ho had been long disturbed "·ith the noise of these young gentlemen, at length taken the liberty of expostulating wiLh them upon the subject. This freedom, or impertinence, as it "\TUS termed by ~faster l\Iash, was answered by him with so much rudeness, Lhat the man, ,,;ho 1Yas a ncjghbouring farmer, was obliQ"('cl to rer)ly in a hio·hcr strain. Thus did '-" ., U 
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Ll10 altercation wax louder every minute, till }Jaster l\fash, 

w·ho thought it an unpardonable affront that any one in an 

inferior sta.tion should presume to think or feel for him

self, so far lost all command of his temper, as to call the 

man a blackgua1·d, and strike him upon the face. 13ut the 

farmer, who possessed great strength, and equal resolution, 

,cry deliberately laid hold of the young gentleman "-ho had 

offered him the insult, and, without the smallest exertion, 

laid him sprawling upon the ground at his full length, 

under the benches ; then setting his feet upon his ad rnr

sary's body, told him, that ,: since he did not know Low to 

sit quiet at a play, he would have the honom· of teaching 

him to lie; and that if he offered to stir, he would trample 

him to pieces;" a threat which it was yery evident he could 

execute ,vithout difficulty. 
This unexpected incident struck u. uni:versal damp oycr 

tho spirits of tho little party ; and eycn nlaster J\fash 

himself so for forgot his dignity, as to supplicate in a very 

submissirn manner for release; in this he was joined by all 

his companions, and llarry among the rest. 
""\Yell," said the farmer, "I should nc,cr ham thought 

that a parcel of young gentlemen, as you call yoursehes, 

,,-oulcl come into publi0 to behaYC ,..,-ith so much rudeness; 

I am sure that there is ne'er r" p1oughboy at my house, 

but what ,vould ha...-o show·n more sense and rnmmers; but, 

since you are sorry for ,..,-hat has happened, I am yery willing 

to make an encl of the affair; more especially for the sake 

of this little master here, who has beha...-ecl with so much 

propriety, that I am sure he is a better gentleman than 

any of you, though ho is not dressed so much like a 

monkey or n, barber. With these words ho suffered tl10 

crest-fal1cn l\Ia:h to rise; ,·d10 crept from his place of cou

iinement, with looks infinitely more cxpressiYe of miJdness 

than he bad brought with him; nor ,...-as tho lesson losL 

upon 1. he otheni, for they behaycJ ,yith the greatest decency 

cluriJJg all tho rest of the exhibition. 
llowever, l\laster l\Iash's courage began to rise as he 

went home, and founcl himself farther from his formidable 

former; for ho assured his companio11s, t11at ,: if the d°'rn 



had not been so n1lgar a fellmv, he Yrnnld certainly call lllrn out ancl pistol him." 
The next day at dinner, nfr. Jicrton ancl the ladies, who J1ad not accompanied the young gentlemen to tbe plny, nor liad yet heard of the misfortune ,vhich had ensued, were Yery inquisitive about the preceding night's entertainment. The young people agreed that the performers were detestable, but that the play ,--;-as a charming piece, fu]l of wit and sentiment, and extremely improYing. This play "\Yas called Tlte J.liarria_c;e of P(r;aro, and Master Compton had informed them that it was amazingly admired by all the people of fashion in London. 

But l\Ir. l\Icrton, who hacl observed that Harry was totally silent, at length insisted upon kno,Ying- his opinion upon the subject. "Why, sir," ans,,·erecl Harry, " I am not a judge of these matters; for I ne,·er saw a play before in my Jifo, ancl therefore I cannot tell "hether it was acted well or ill; but, as to the play itself, it seemed to me to be -full of nothing but cheating and dissimulation ; and the 



SJXDFOHD ~XD MERTOX. 

people who "ent in and out did nothing but nnposc upon 

each other, and lie, and trick, and deceirn. \Vero you or 

any gentleman to ha·rn such a parcel of sen·ants, you would 

think them fit for nothing in the "orld ; and therefore I 

could not help ,yonclering, whi]o the play was actiDg, that 

people "ould throw a.way so much of their time upon sights 

that can do them no good; and send their children and 

their relations to learn fraud and insincerity." ::\lr. ::.\Iertou 

smiled at the honest bluntness of Harry; but se,·eral of the 

ladies, who ha.cl just been expressing an extrrrrngant 

admiration of this piece, seemed not a. little mortified; how

ever, as they col:lcl not contradict the charges -n·bich Harry 

had brought agamst the play, they thought it most prudent 

to be silent. 
In the e-rnning, it was proposed that all the young people 

should amuse themsehes "\Yith cards; and thry according1y 

~at c1o"~n to a game called Commerce. 13L1t Jiany, who 

"as totally ignorant of this accomplishment, desired to be 

excused; howeyer, his friend :i.\Iiss Simmons offered to teach 

him the game, whicl1, she assured him, ,Yas so easy, that in 

three minutes ho would be able to play as well as the rest. 

Harry, howeYer, still continued to refn e; and at len~·t h 

confessed to :l\Iiss Simmons, that he hacl spent nJl his money 

the day before, and therefore ,-ras unable to furnish the 

stake which the rest deposited. " Don't let that disturb 

you," said she; "I "\"rill put clown for you with a great deal 

of pleasure." "J\Iadmn," answered Harry, "I am yery 

much obliged to you, I am sure; but :i.\Ir 13arlow has al\yays 

forbidden mo either to receiYe or borrow money of any

body, for fear, as ho says, I should become mercenary or 

dishonest; and therefore I am obliged to refuse your offer." 

"Well," replied J\Iiss Simmons, " that neecl not disturb 

you, for you shall play upon my account; and that yon may 

clo without any Yiolation of your principles." 
Thus ,-ras Harry, though with some reluctance, induced 

to sit clown to cards with the rest. The game, intleed, he 

found no difi'iculty in learning; but he could not help 

remarking, ,Yith wonder, the extreme solicitude which 

nppearcc.l in tl1e face of all the players at c-rery c11a11ge of 



fortune. Even tho young ladies, all bu~ l\fi~s Sjmmons, seemed to be equally sensible with the rest of the passion of gaining money; and some of them behaved ,nth a degree of asperity which quite astonished him. After several changes of fortune, it happened that ]Hiss Simmons and Harry were the only remaining players ; all the rest, by the la...-,s of the game, had forfeited all pretensions to Lhe stake, the property of which was clearly vested in these brn; and one more deal was wanting to decide it. But Harry, ,vith great politeness, rose from the table, and told l\Iiss Simmons, that, as he only played upon her account, ho \Yas no longer wanted, and that the whole undoubtedly belonged to her. l\Iiss Simmons refused to take it; and when she found that Harry ,ms not to be induced to play auy more, she at last proposed to him to divide what ,,as left. This, also, Harry declined; alleging, that he had not tho least tii.lc to any part. But l\Iiss Simmons, ,,ho began to be uneasy at tho remarks ·which this extraordinary contest occasio::ied, told Harry, that he would Yery much obbge her by taking his share of the money, and laying it out for her jn any manner that he judged best. " On this condition," ans,rnred Harry, "I mll take it; and I think I know a method of laying it out, ,-rhich you w·iL not entirely clisapprorn." 
The ne:s:t day, as soon as breakfast was over, Harry djsappearcd; nor had he returned when the company 1Vere assembled at dinner. At length he came in, 1Vith a glow of health and exercise upon his face, and that disorder of dress which is produced by a long journey. The young ladies eyed him lvith great contempt, which seemed a little to disconcert him; but l\Ir. l\Ierton speaking to him with great good-humour, and making room for him to sit down, 1Ia11.·y soon reco-rered from his confusion. 
In the evening, after a long conversation among the young people, about public dfrersions and plays, actors and dancers, they happened to mention the name of a celebrated performer, who at this time engaged the whole attention of the ~own. l\Iaster Compton, after expatiating with_ great enthusiasm upon the subject, added, that "nothing was Sl 
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fashionable as to make great presents to this person. in 

order to sho-\V the taste and elegance of iLe giver.', lie 

then proposed tbat, as so mn-uy young gentlemen and 

Jaclies were here assembled, they should set an example, 

which would do them infinite honour, and probably lie 

followed throughout the kingdom, of making a, little col

lection among themsehes, to buy a, piece of plate, or a. 

gold snuff-box, or some other trifle, to be presented in 

their name. He added, tbat " though he could ill spare 

the money, having just laid out six guineas upon a nc\\· 

pair of buckles, he 1Yoltld contribute a guinea to so excellent 

a. purpose, and that :Masters ]Hash and :Merton would c.lo 

ibe same." 
This propos::11 was Ulli,ersally approYecl of by all the 

companr, ancl all but Harry promised to contribute in pro

portion to their finances. l\laster l\Iash, obsening Harry's 

silence, said, ",Yell, farmer, and 1Yhat ,,ill you subscribe r ·, 
Ilarry answered, that" on this occasion he must brg to 1)c 

rxcusccl, for he hac1 nothing to giYc.n "Herc is a, pretty 

fellow!» answ·ered J\Iash; '· last night we saw him po<:kct 

thirty shillings of our money, which he cheated us out ol' 

at Commerce, and uow the little stingy \\Tckh 11·i 11 

not contribute half-n-crow·n, while we arc giYing away 

whole guineas.' > Upon this, l\Iiss l\fotilcln. said, in an 

ironical manner, thnt "].\faster Harry hacl always an excel

lent reason to giYe for his conduct; :ind she clid not L1onl>L 

but he could proYe, to the satisfaction of them all, that it 

,,·as more liberal to keep his money in his pocket, tban to 

gfrc it awa.y." 
A little nettled at these reflections, Harry answered, 

that "though he 1Yns not bound to give any reason, Jie 

thought he hac.1 n, Yery good one to give; namely, that he 

saw no generosity in thus bcsto,,-ing money. According i:o 

your own account/' added he, "the person you ha.Ye been 

talking of gains more than fifty poor families in the country 

haYC to maintmn thcnrnc1'·cs; and therefore, if I ]rnd nuy 

money to girn ai\ay, I shonlcl certainly give it to those that 

tVnnt it most.» 
1,Vith thcPr words Harry went out of the room, and the 
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J·est of the gentry, after abusing him very liberally, sat clown to cards. But l\Iiss Simmons, ,Yho imagined that there was more in Harry's conduct than he had explained, P.xcusecl hnrsclf from cr~rcls, and took a.u opportunity of talking to him upon the subject. .AJte1• speaking to him "·ith great good-nature, she asked him, "whether it might not haye been better i.o hai,-e ~ontribui.cd something along ''"ith i.he rest, rather th:111 oil.encl them by so free an exposition of l1is sentiments, eycn though he did not entirely nppro-re of the scheme?" " Indeed," said Harry, "this is ,-vba.t I ,rnuld gladly ham done, but it was totally out of my power." "Ho-w can that be, Harry? did you not the other Tiight "in nearly thirty shillings ? " '· J3ut that all belonged to you; and I ham all'eady di.:::posul of it, in your name, in a, manner tliat 1 hope you ,\ ill not disapprow." "llow is that?" inquired the young lnd_v, \\·ith some surpri::;e. ,: There ,-ras a young ,-roman," said lhrry, "who liYccl ,l'ith my father as a serrnnt. and always bcluwecl with tlie greatc::,t honesty and carefulness. This youn~ ,-roman had an olcl father and mother, ,,;-ho for a ~Teat\\ hi1e ,\·ere able to maintain themsdres br their O'\\"n lauom·; but at last the poor man became i.oo ,;·eak to do a day's work. and his wifo " ·as aillidcd ,rith a, disease they c-ail the palsy. ~ ow; ,Ybcn i.his goocl you11g woman sm\· that her pareub \\ ere in su<.:h g1·cat clibtret:-s, she Jcft her place and '\\·ent to li, c ,rith them, on purpo:-:c to take care of i.liem, and she work::; Ycry lianl, "·hcnc,ycr s110 cau get work, and fares ,rrr hard iu orclL'l' t.o maintain her parents · • 

l and though "e :18::;ist them nll we can, I know tbat sornc-timcs they can liarcllr get food aud clothes. ~rhcrefore, madam; ns you \Yer0 so kiml as to sa.y that I should di:--pose of thi · mone_v for yon, 1 ran orer this morning to i hese poor people, and ga, e them all the rnorniy in your name; arnl I hotc }OlL _ will not be di::;plca~ecl at the 1tse I 11:1\"c put j(; to.'. ·· Jndeed,." answered the young lacly, '· I :rni much oblige 1 to you for the goocl opinion you han, uf' 111t·, niid i.he applivation of the money does yon a, ~Teat dl'a l of honour; I .:im onl.,· so1Ty you dit1 DPt giYc iL in _vou1· o·,ni ua111c." ·· Thai/' rq,lietl Jlarrr: "1 liacl 11ot any right to 
l, 
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flo; it would have been attributing to myself what dill not 

belong to me." 
In this manner dill the time pass away at J\Ir. l\Ierton's ; 

and Harry recei-red ycry little satisfaction from his visit, 

except in c011rnrsing w·ith ]Hiss Simmons. The affability 

and good sense of this young lady had entirely gained his 

confidence. While all the other young ladies were continually 

intent UFOH displaying their talents and importance, she 

alone ,Yas simple and unaffected. But what clisaustecl 

Harry nvn·e than eyer was, that his refined comp~nions 

seemed to consider themseh-es, and a few of their acquaint

ances, as tbe only beings of any consequence in the world. 

The most trifling i11conyenience, the being a little too hot, 

or a little too cold, the walking a few hundred yards, the 

w·aiting a feyi;· minutes for their dinner, the ha Ying a triflin a 

cold, or a little headache, were misfortunes so feelingly 

lamented, that he ,,oulcl have imagined these people w·ere 

the most tender of the human species, had ho not obsened 

that they considered the sufferings of all beloYv them "·ith 

a profound indifference. If the misfortunes of tho poor 

,-..-ere mentioned, be heard of nothing but the insolence and 

ingratitude of that class of people, which seemed to be 

a sufficient excuse for tho want of common humanity. 

"_SuJ.'ely," said Harry to himself, "there cannot be so much 

difference between one human being and another; or, if 

there is, I should think that those men were most rnluable, 

who cultiwtc the ground, and pro,idc necessaries for all the 

rest; not tho~c who understand nothing but dress, ,Yalking 

with their toes out, staring modest people out of counte

nance, and jalJbering a few words of a foreign language." 

J3ut now the attention of all the younger part of the 

company wa~ fixed upon making preparations for a ball, 

_,hich )Irs. )Ierton had determined to girn in honour of 

J\Iaster Tommy':s return. The whole house _,as now fu]l 

of milliners, (lrcssmakers, and dancing masters ; and ail 

the young ladies ,,ere employed in gi,ing directions about 

their clothes, or in practising the steps of cliiferent dances. 

Harry now, for the fir t time, began to understand the 

infinite importanc·' of dress. EYcn the elderly la.di~s 
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seemed to Le as much interested about the affai1· as their daughters; and, instead of the lessons of conduct and \Yisdom which ho expected to hear, nothing seemed to employ their attention for a moment, but French trimmings, gauzes, and flowers. J.\Iiss Simmons alone appeared to look upon the approaching solemnity with perfect indifference. Harry hacl never heard a single word drop from her tlrnt expressed either interest or irn patience; but he had for some clays obsenecl her employed in her room witl1 more than common assiduity. At lengtb, on the Yery c.hy that was destined for this important exhibition, she came to him with a bene,-ro]cnt smile, and said : "I was so much pleased with the account you gaye me the other day of that poor young woman's duty and affection towards her parents, thai I haye for some time employed myself in preparing for ihelfl. a little present, which I shall beg you, 1\faster llarry, tc! conyey to them. I have unfortunately neYer lea.med either to embroider, or to paint artificial flowrrn, bnt my good uncle has taught me, i.hat i.hc lJei:;t ernploymenL l cau 
1t 3 
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make of my hauc.1::i i::i i.o a.:;si~t those 'i\·ho c.:am1ot a:;si;:;t 

themsehes.;' Say:wg this, :she put into hi::i hamls a pan:el 

that contained some linen and other necessaries for tho 

poor old people, ancl bade him tell them not to forget to 

call upon her uncle, ,Yhen she shoulc.l haYe returned home, 

as ho ,ms ahrnys happy to assist the dcsening and jndus

trious poor. llarry receiwd her present ,rith gratitude, 

and almost ,,ith tears of joy; and, looking up in her face, 

imagined that he saw the features of one of those angel: 

,rhich he had read of in the St:riptures ; so mut:h docs ri.!al 

disinterested beneYolence improrn the expression of the 

lrnman countenance. 
But all the rest of the young people ,yere employed in 

cares of a yery different nnture; namclr, in dressinQ' their 

hair, and adorning their persons. TomiJ:1y himse1i:' h~icl uuw 

completely resumed his former character, and thro,Yn aside 

all that he had learned during his residence with ?ilr. 

13arlow. He had contracted an inordinate fondness fur aU 

those scenes of di:;sipahon ,Yhic:h his new friends daily 

described to him ; and began tu be conYinced that one of 

tho most important thing,:; in life. is a fashionable drcs:- . 

In this sentiment he had been confirmed by almost all the 

) oung ladies, with ,Yhom he had conYersed · since his return 

home. The distinctions of char:1cter, relatiYe to Yirtue 

and understanc.ling, "hich had been ,Yith so much paius 

enforc-ecl upon him, seemed here to be entirely unhcecl·,cl. 

l\Ir. J3arlo,,. he found. hml been ntterh- mistaken in all the 

principles ,~hid1 he '1rnd eyer inculcated. ,: The human 

species/' ~Ir. J3arlow used to sa_',r, "t:an only be ~upplied 

"\\ith food and necessaries by constant indusfrr. It is bv 

labour that m·en·thing is pi·ocluced; without. fobom·: thm;o 

fertile fields, ,,hich are now adorned "ith all tho luxuriance 

of plenty, ,,oulcl be converted into kll'ren heaths, or im

peuetraulc tbit:kets; these meadows, now the support of a. 

thousand here.ls of cattle, would be coYerec.1 with sta~nant 

water·, that ,,oulcl not only render them uniuhabitable by 

bea:::;t , but corrupt the air with pestilential ya1)011rs; aurl 

cYen thet!c innumerable flocks of sheep~ t1rnt feed along the 

hi)]~; ,youhl di:::appenr innnediah•ly on the t:cssation of that 
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cu]tn-ation which can aJone snppnrt them, nnll secure tlirir existence. 
Once, indeed, II arry had thrmn1 him into a, clisngreeabJa train of tl1inking, by aski11g him, ,rith great simplicity, wJiat sort of a figure these young gentlemen ,·rnuld hm·e made in i he army of Leonidas, or these young lncljes upon a desert island, 11·hero they Yrnuld bo obliged to support tbemsel\-es? But Tommy had lately learned tbat notbing spoils tlie face more than intense reflection; and therefore, as ho could not eac:;ily- rec:;ol rn the question, ho wjsely determined io forget it. 

CHAPTER XIV. 
TIIP. nru-...n D.\T,L-ITARRY's ::1£0RTIFJC-ITIOXS-::\fASTER l\Usn's UXWOTITTTY co~nucT-'.l'llE QlL\ l~flF.L·-TJTF. RULT,-DAlTIXG-TO.\nn:'::i I'7GU \.TITUDE AXD JLUlllY's nu \.,ERY-:llH. n.uu.ow's AlllUY,I L. 

'1.
1

nE important e·vcning of tho ball appronc:hecl. Tho ln.rgest room in the house 1Yas lighted np for tho dancern, antl all the little company a8sern bled. Tommy was tlrnt clay dressed in an unus1rnl siy]e of e]eg:mce, and Jrncl snbmiiiecl, "ithout murmurin~·, i.o be under tho hn11d8 of n. lrnir-dres.·cr fo1· fo-o honr:-:. nut "·liat g:we him the greatest i-atisfadion of all, ,-ras an immense pafr of new bucklers, whid1 ?,Ir::::. :Merton liad sr11t for on purpose to grace th o person of her so11. 
· Sc,·eral minuets were first clancec1, to ihe great admiration of 1.ho companr; ancl amon~· tho re::::t-; '.l'onnny, ,,ho had been practi ·ing- m·er since ho l1acl been at liomr, lrncl the honom of exhibiting ,rith :i.\liss :\fotilda. Ile indeed began "·ith a certain degree of c1iffit1ence, but wa-1 soon inspired with proper confldeuc:c br tlte pbnclits which resounded on crrry side. ""\V-hat an t' leg:rnt little creature!'' c:riPcl 011 e lad,\·. "\\That a .slrn.pe is tlicrr ! " said a second; .: He pnts me- in mirnl of Y c~tris him:c-:c]f.'' "Indeed," said a third, ,: :Mr.:5. }fcrton is a most lw.ppy rnothe:r, to he po~scssccl of s11ch a snn: whu ,-ranl$ nothing but an introd11ction to th~ 
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worlc.l, to be one of tbe most elegant creatures ju England, 

ancl the most accomplished." 
As soon as Tommy bacl finished. his dance, he lecl his 

partner to her seat 'irith a grace that surprised all the 

company ; and then, ,,ith the sweetest conclesccusion 

imaginable, he went from one lady to another, to receive 

the praises which they liberally besto,Yecl. 

Harry, in the meantime, had shrouclecl himself in the 

most obscure part of the room, _aml w·as silently gazing 

upon the scene. He knew that his company "oulcl give no 

pleasure among the elegant :figures who engrossed the 

foremost seats, ancl he felt not the lea t inclination for such 

:m honour. In this situation he "·as obsen·ed by :Master 

Compton, ,·d10, at the same instant, formed a scheme of 

mortifying nii::;s Simmons, ,,hom he clicl not like, ancl of 

exposiug IIarry i.o the general ridicule. Ile therefol'e 

\Yent ancl spoke to :Mash, who had partly oilicfrttecl as 

master of the ceremonies, and w1w, \Yith all the reacliness of 

o(fi<.:ious malice, agreed to as::;ist him. l\Iaster i!Iash, there

fore, \Ycnt up to :.Hiss Simmons, ancl, \Yith all the solemnity 

of respect, invited her out to dance; a proposal" hich she, 

although indill'erent alJont the mat.ter. accepted without 

hc;:;itaLion. In the meantime, :.\foster Compton went up i.o 

Harry w·ith the same 11:vpocritical cirility, ancl, in :\li~s 

Simmons's name. i1witecl bim to dance a minuet. It ,,as in 

min that IIarry ass11red him he knew nothing about the 

matter. His perfidious friend told him that it w·as an 

indispensable duty for l1im to staml up; that :\Iiss Simmons 

,rnuld newr forgive l1im if he shou1tl refuse; that it would 

be sufficient if he could just describe 1he figure, ,Yithout 

embarrassing himself about the steps . IIe moreoYer pointed 

out ::Hiss Simmon;::, ,,,-ho ,yns a(hancing towards the upper 

encl of the room; aucl, taking achantnge of poor Ilarry's 

confusion ancl embarrassment, led him fonntrcl, a.ml placed 

him lJy the young lady's side. IIarry was not yet 

acquai11tecl ,vith the sulJlimc science of imposing upon 

urnYary simplicity, a.ml therefore 11eyer cloubtecl that the 

message bacl come from his friend; and, as nothing could be 

more repugnant to his char:1c\ C'l' thnn the \Ynnt of comp1inncc, 



he thought it necessary nt least to go nncl expost. ulate \Yith 
her upon the subject. This wns his intention ,-..-hen lie 
suffered himself to be led up the room; but his tormentor;-; 
did not gi, e him time, for they plnced him by the side of 
t.he young bely, nnd instantly cnllctl to the music to begin. 

l.\Iiss Simmons, for her part, w·as surprised at the partner 
provided for her. She had neYcr imagined rninuet-danci11g 
to be one of Harry's accomplishments, nncl therefore instantly suspected that it ,ms a, concerted scheme to 
mortify her. Howe\-er, in this she "·as determined the 
schemers should be disappointed, ns she ,ms destitute of all 
pride, and had the sincerest regard for Harry. .As soon, 
therefore, ns tho music struck up, the young bely be£rnn her 
re,,-cronco, ,d1ich Harry, who found he was con~pletcly 
caught, and bad no time for explanation, imitated as \Yell as 
ho wa able, but still in a manner whic:h set tho ,-..-hole room 
in a titter. IInrry. ho,YeYer, arming himself with all the 
fortitude he possessed, performed his part as \\-ell as could 
be expected from a person who had neYer learned a single step of dancing. "13y keeping his eye fixed upon his pari. nel', 
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he rnn,do :1, sl1if't at lo[lst to preserrn sometbing of the flo·urr, 

although he was terribly clo.ficicnt in the steps [lnd grn.c~s of 

the dance. But his partner, who was scarcely less embar

rassed tban himself, and wished to shorten the exhibition, 

after crossing once, 1Jrcsentecl him with her hand. Harry had 

unfortunately not l'emarkcd the nahue of this rnance1nTo 

with perfect accmacy ; and therefore, imagining that one 

hand was just a-s good as the other, he offered the young 

lady his left hand instead of his right. At this incident a 

universal peal of merriment burst from the company, and 

:Miss Simmons, wishing at any rate to close the scene, garn 

her partner both her hands, and abruptly finished the claucc. 

~rho unfortun:.:-.te couple then rctreatec.l to the lm,cr encl of 

tlie room, amidst the jests and sneers of theu' companions, 

particulnrly of l\Iash and Compton, ·who assumed nnusual 

importance upon the strength of their brilliant jest. 
·\Yhen they were seated, l\liss Simmons could not be]p 

asking Hnrry, ,Yi th some displeasure, "why ho had thn::; 

exposed himself and her, by attempting what he was totally 

unable to perform ? " adding, i11n.t, "tl10ugh there ·was no 
<lisgr:1ce in not being n,b]e to dance, it ,ms yery grcnLl folly 

to attempt it without hrlYing learned a single step." 

"Indeed," ans\\·crcd 1farry, "I neYer should haYe thought 

of trying to do anything or the kind; but ~Jaster Compton 

c:rn10 to me, and told me that you particularly desired me 

to dance "·ith you, aucl Jed mo to the other encl of the room, 

aucl I only came to speak to you, ancl to inform you that I 

knew 110thing nbout tbo m[lttcr, for fear you should think 

me unciyiJ. Then the music began to plny, and you to 

c.b.nce, so that I Jiacl no opportunity of speaki11g; and I 
thonght it better to do t!ie best I could, than to slaud still, 
or to lcaYc you there." l\liss Simmons iusLantly recoyered 

lier former good-humour, and snid, "\Voll, I-Inrrx, wo arc 
J10t 1.ho first, mrr sliall \YO bo the Inst by hundi·eds, \Yho 

h:we made n, ridiculous fi.gnre in a b:111-room. But I am 

sorry to sec so malicious n, disposition in these young 

gentlemen; ancl that nli their knowledge of polite life has 

not tm1ght them n, little better mnnncrs." 
""\Vh_y, J\Iachm," answered Harry," since you arc so good 
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as to talk to me upon the subject, I must confess that I 
]uwe been -very much surprised at nmny things I have seen 
at J)ir. J)forton's. All these young gentlemen and ladies 
are continually talking about genteel life and manners; 
and yet they frequently do things which surprise me. J\Ir. 
Barlmv has always told me that politeness consisted in a 
disposition to oblige m·erybody around us, and to say or do 
nothing which can giye them disagreeable impressions. 
Yet I continually see these young gentlemen striving to clo 
anu. say things, for no other reason than to giYe pain. For, 
not to go any farther than the present instance, what 
rnoti,-e can :Masters Compton and Mash ha.Ye had, but to 
morti:(y you by giving you such a partner; you, too, who 
are so kind and good to m·erybody, that I should think it 
impossible not to love you." 

" Harry," answered tho young bely, "what you say a.bout 
politeness is perfectly just. I have heard my uncle and 
many sensible people say the same; but, in order to acquire 
this species of it, both goodness of heart and a just \Yay of 
thinking a.re required, and therefore many people content 
themselves with aping what they can pick up in the dress, 
or gestures, or bnguago of the higher classes ; just like the 
poor ass, ,Yhich, clrest in tho skin of a lion, \Yas taken for 
the lion himself, till his unfortunate braying exposed the 
cheat. 

"This story," continued nfiss Simmons, "is continually 
corning into my mind, when I see anybody imagine himself 
of great importance, because he has adopted some particular 
mode of dress, or the grimaces of fashionable people. Nor 
do I eyer sec 1\Iasters 1\Iash and Compton, without thinkino· 
of tho lion's skin, and expecting every moment to hear the1~ 
bray." 

liurry laughed very heartily at this; but soon their 
attention ,ms attraci.od tol'l-ards tho company, who hall 
ranged thcrnseh-es by pairs for country-dancing. J)liss 
Simmons, "·ho wa:s Yer;r fond of this exorcise, then asked 
Harry, if be had never practised any of these dances? 
Ifarry saicl, "IIe had joined iu them. three or four times at 
home, a11d he belie-red lie sho11Jrl not be pu7.:dcc1 about any 
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of tho figures." ""\Vell thon," sai(l the young hcly, "to 
show how little I regard their intended mortification, I will 
stand up, and you shall be my partner." So they rose, and 
placed themsehes at the bottom of the whole company, 
accorcling to the laws of dancing, which appoint that pluce 
for those who come last. 

The music began to strike up in a more joyous stram. 
The little dancers exerted themsehes with all their acti-rity, 
and the exercise diffused a glow of health and cheerfulness 
over the faces of the most pale and languid. Harry exerted 
himself here with much better success than he bad lately 
mot with in tho minuet. Ho found no difficulty in tho 
Yaried figures of tho danco; and the less so, from tho 
assistance of ]Hiss Simmons, ,rho explained to him oyerything 
that appeared embarrassing. 

By the continuance of the dance, all who ,,ore at first at 
tho upper encl ha.cl clesccnded to the bottom; whero they 
ought to harn ,vaited quietly, till their companions, becoming 
in their turn uppermost, had danced down to their former 
places. BL1t 1Yhen :Miss Simmons and Harry expected to 
have had their just share of the exercise, they found that 
almost all ihcil' companions hucl deserted tbom and retired 
to their plat:cs. Harr.v could not help wondering at this 
behaviour; but J\Iiss Simmons told him, with a smile, that 
it was only in keeping with the rest. "This is frequently 
the way," added she, "that those 1Yho think thcmsclYes 
sL1perior to the rest of the Yrnrlcl, choose to show their 
importance." "It is a ,cry bad way, indeed," replied 
Harry; "people may choose whothcr they ,,ill dance or 
not, but, if they do, they ought to submit to the la,Y_s of 
the dance ;-and I ham ahrnys observed among the little 
boys whom I am acquainted\\ ith, that where,er this clisposi
tion prevails, it is the greatest proof of a bad and contcmptiLle 
temper." "I am afraid," replied }Iiss Simmons, "that 
your observations " ·ill hold uuil'ersall_y true; and that those 
who expect so nrnch for i.hcmselYcs, ,viihout being ,rilli11~· 
to consich:r i.hcir follo"·-creaturcs in turn, 111 ,rhatc\'Cl' 
stntion they are found; nre alwn) s mean, ignornni, nnd 
<lcspicn h]c." 



ANECDOTE OP SIR rnnn SY])SBY, :2.3 l 

"I remember," said Harry, "reading a story of n, great 

man, called Sir Philip Sydney. This gentleman was reckoned 

not only the bravest, but the mo.st polite gentleman in n.H.. 

Englaud. It happened that he ·was sent over the sea, to 

assist some of our allies against their enemies. After haxing 

distinguished himself in n, manner whieh gained him the 

love and esteem of all the army, this exce1lent man one day 

received a shot which broke his thigh, as he -n·as bravely 

fighting at the head of his men. Sir Philip Sydney felt 

that he ,vas mortally ,,ounded, and was obliged to tm·n his 

horse's he~d and retire to his tent, in order to have his 

wound examined. By tho time he had reached his tent, 

he not only felt great agonies from his wound, but tho 

heat of the \Yeather, and the fernr which the pa.in produced, 

bad excited an intolerable thirst; so that he begged his 

attendants to fetch him a little water. '"\-Vith infinite 

dilliculty some ,vater was procured and brought to him; 

but, just as he ,vas raising tho cup to his lips, he chanced 

to sec n, poor English soldier, who had been mortally 

,Younclecl in the same engagement, and lay upon the ground, 

faint and lJlcecling, and ready to expire. The poor man 

,ms suffering, like his general, from the pain of a consuming 

thirst, and therefore, though respect prevented him from 

asking for any, he tlll'ned his dying eyes upon the water, 

with an eagerness which sufficiently explained his suif0rings. 

Upon this, the excellent and noble gentleman took the cup, 

,Yhich he had not yet tasted, from his lips, and gave it to 

his attendants; ordering them to carry it to tho wounded 

sole.lier, a.ncl only saying, 'This poor man wants it still more 

than I do.' 
"This story," added Harry, "was ahvays a particular 

favourite -n-ith l\Ir. Barlow, and he has often pointed it out 

to me, as an example not only of the greatest virtue and 

humanity, but also of that elevated v;ay of thinking, which 

constitutes the 1..ruo gentleman. An ordinary man might 

have pitied the poor soldier, or eyen have assisted him, 

when he bad first taken care of himself; but who, in such 

a, dreadful extremity as that to ,vhich the bravo Sydney 

wn-s rcdnrr,l, ,voulll be crivablc of ewn forgetting his own 



snfierings to rdicYc a11othe1·, unless he had acqn-irecl tbe 
generous habit of alwa,ys slighti11g Jijs own gratiiimtions 
f01· the sake of his fellow-creatures?" 

As Harry \rnS cmrrersing in this manner, tho little com
pany had left off dancing, and -Yroro refreshing themselves 
,,ith a ,;ariety of cnkes and agreeable bernrages, which had 
been pro,;icled for the occasion. Tommy ::\lerton and the 
other young gentlemen ',rnro no,, distinguishing themscl':es 
b,r their attendance upon the ladies, ,,,-horn they were sup
plying with ornrything they chose to ha,e; but no one 
thought it ,,orth ,-rhile to ,rnit upon ::\Iiss Simmons. 'IVheu 
Harry observed this, he ran to the table, and brought her a 
tray ,~·ith cakes and lemonade; ,..,-hic:h ho presented, if not 
with a better grnce, with a more sincere desire to oblige 
than any of tho rest. But, as ho w·as stooping down to 
offer he!.' tJw choice, ::\laster l\Iash unluckily passed that 
way, and, elatccl by the success of his late piece of ill-nature, 
determined to pb:v a second trick sbll more brutal than the 
fl.rst. Just as 1\liss Simmons ,ms helping herself to some 
wine and ,-rater, l\Iash, pretending to stumble, pushed 
Harry in such a manner, that the g-1·rater part of the con
tents of the glas:e:es was discharged npon lier dress. ~L1he 
young hcly colonred at the insult; and Harr.,·, who instantly 
perceived that it had been clone on pm·posc, being no lo11ger 
able to contain his indignation, seized n glass that wa.5 onl:· 
half emptied, and flung tho content · foll into tho face of 
the aggressor. ::\Ins11, ,·d10 was a boy of Yiolent passions, 
exasperated nt thjs retaliation, \rhich ho so well dcserred, 
insbntl_y caught up a drinking-glass, and £lung it at lfarr,r's 
head. Happy '\Yas it for llarry that it only grnzctl his 
head, ,Yithout taking foll efl:e<.:t; it h°',eYcr laid b:m.' a 
considerable gash, and IIarr.'T was in an insbnt rorcrccl "·ith 
Lis own blood. This provoked him iho more, nml made 
him forget both the pbce nncl tho com1Janr where he was; 
and flying upon :\l:rh ,rith nll tl1c fo1T of just rcn'ng-c, a 
dreadful :tight 011sned, which put i.hc whole room in con
sternation. 

::\Ir. ::\frrion r-nnn Dppcared, nnd ,riih some cliifieulty 
scparntecl the rnraged combntm'i ·. He then inquired into 



the subject of the contest, ,Yhich l\faster J)fosh cndea-.:oun:d 
to explain a,-,,-ay a~ an accident. J3ut Harry -persisted with 
so much firmness in his account, in ,-rhi.ch ho was corroborated 
by ::\h:;s Simmons, that nir. :}Icrton readily l)ercei.n:d the 
truth. ::\lash, howornr, apologised for himself in tho best 
manner he could, by saying, that he only meant to pby 
l\Ltster Harry an innocent trick, ,-rithout the slightest 
intention of injuring }\Iiss Simmons. 

\Vhaiorer :i\lr. ::\Jcrton felt, he did not say a, grcnt deal. 
Ifr, hm,oYer, enclem·ourecl to pncify the enraged combatanfa, 
and orc1erec1 assistance for Harrr, to bind up tho ,,ouncl, 
mlll dean him from tho blood; which had no,,· disfigured 
him from head to foot. 

?.Irs. :::.\Ierton, ,Tho was sitting at tho upper encl of the 
room mniclst the other ladies, had seen the fra·r, and been 
informed that it was owing to Harry's thrO\ving a, glass of 
lemonade in :;..\laster :i\Iash's face. Tbis garn :;__\frs . Com1)ton 
nu opportunity of indulging again iu long inYoctin:s against 
Han_,-, his breeding, family, and manners. "She neYcr," 
she snitl, "hacl liked the boy; and now he had justified 
all hce forebodi11gs io the full. Such a, liU]e Ynlgr'.r 
wrdch coulu ne,er ham 1Yitnessed anythina lJut scenes of 
riot nnr1 ill mnmwr:;; ancl now 110 ,,;-as braw1i~1g aucl fighting 
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in a gentleman's house, just as he would do at one of the 
public-houses to ,Yhich he was used to go w·ith his father!" 

While she was in the midst of this eloquent harangue, 
l\fr. l\1erton came up, and gave a more unpr~judicecl narrative 
of the affair. He acquitted Harry of all blame, and said, 
that it was impossible, even for the mildest tempered boy 
in the world, to act otherwise than he had done upon such 
unmerited provocation. This account seemed wonderfully 
to turn the scale in Harry's favour. Though :Miss Simmons 
was no great favourite with the young ladies, yet tho spirit 
and gallantry which be had displayed in her cause, began 
to act Yery forcibly on their minds. One of the young 
ladies observed, that "if }\faster Harry were better drest, 
he would certainly be a Ycry pretty boy." Another said, 
"she bad always thought he had a look above his station;" 
::mcl a third remarked, that, "considering he bad never 
learned to dance, he had by no means a vulgar look." 

This untmrard accident ha;ring thus been amicably settled, 
tbe amusements of the evening went forward. But Harry, 
who had now lost all taste for genteel company, took the 
first opportunity of retiring to bed; ,vhere he soon fell 
asleep, and forgot his mortification and bruises. In the 
meantime the little company below found means to entertain 
tliemselres till past midnight, and then retired to their 
rooms. 

The next mor:rring, they rose later than usual ; and, as 
several of the young gentlemen who had been invited to 
the preceding evening's diversion, were not to return till 
after dinner, they agreed to take a, walk into the country. 
Harry ,Yent 11,-ith them, as usual, though 1\1:aster :l\1ash, by 
his misrepresentations, had prqjudiced Tommy and all tho 
rest against him. But Harry, who was conscious of his own 
innocence, and began to feel tho pride of injured friendship, 
disdained to g-i-re an explanation of his behaviour, since his 
friend was not sufficiently interested about tbc matter to 
demand one. 

As they ,verc walking slowly across a common, tbey 
descried at a. distance n, prodigious crowd of people, all 
nwring forward in the same direction. This attracted tho 



liA.STElt BILLY LYDDA.LL.::l .iRGUli:EN'l'S. :255 

cmnosity of the little troop; and, 011 inquiry, they fouud 
there i,yas goiug to be a, bull-baiting. Instantly an cager 
desire to see the clh-ersion seized upon all the little gentle
men. One obstacle alone presented itself, which was, that 
their parents, and particularly l\Irs. l\1erton, had made 
them promise that they ,,ould a,,oid eYery kind of clanger 
l'his objection was, howeyer, remoYecl by l\Iaster Bil~y 
Lycldall; who remarked, that "there could be no danger m 
the sight, as the bull ,ms to be tied fast, and could there
fore do them no harm. Besides," added he, smiling, "wha,t 
occasion ham they to know that we ha,c been at all? I 
hope i,ye are not such simpletons as to accuse ourselres, or 
such tell-tales as to inform against one :mother." "No! 
no ! no ! " was the unfrersal exclamation, from all but 
Harry, ,,-ho remained profoundl_y silent. " l\Iaster Harry 
has not said a 1Yorcl," said one of the little folks; "surely he 
will not tell of us." " Indeed," said Harry, "I don't wish 
to tell of you; but if I am asked where we haye been, how 
ean I help telling ? " " ,Vlrnt ! " ans,-rered l\Iaster Lyddall, 
'· can't you say that ,-re ham been ,...-alking along the road, or 
across the common, ,,,-ithout mentioning anything farther ? " 
;, Ko," said Harry, '· that ,-rould not be speaking truth; 
besides, bull-baiting is a Yery cruel and dangerous dfrer
sion, and therefore none of us should go to sec it; least of 
all l\fa::;ter l\Icrton, 1Yhosc mother loyes him so much, and is so careful about him.'' 

This speech was not receiYed with much approbation by 
tho~c to 1Yhom it \Yas addressed. " A pretty fellow," said 
one, '· to gi, c himself these airs, and pretend to be w·iser 
than eYcry one else! ·, "-what!" said 1\Iaster Compton, 
"does this beg·gar'::; brat think that he is to goYern gentle
men's ons, because l\Ia ter l\Ierton is so good as io asso
ciate wiih him ? " '· If I ,rnre :Master l\Icrton," said a, 
third, ·· I,d oon send the little impertinent rascal home io 
h~s O\Yn blackguard farn.ily." And l\faster l\Iash, 1Yho was the 
biggest and trongcst boy in the whole company, came up to 
11 arry, and grinning in his face, said, " So, all tho return that 
you make to i\Ia ter i\Ierton for his goodness to you, is to be 
a spy aml an informer, is it, you little dirty bla<.:kguard?" 
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Harry, who had long perceived and b.merrteL1 the coolness 
of l\iaster :Merton tO\vards him, ,ms now much more 
grieyed to see tha,t his friend was not only silent, but 
seemed to take a,n ill-natured pleasure in these insults, than 
nt the insults themsehes which ,rnre offered to him. IIow
eyer, as soon as the crm·nl of tormentors \Yho surrounded 
him ,rnulcl. girn him leaye to speak, he coolly ans,-rcred, 
that he \ms as little a, spy nnd informer as any of them; 
and as to begging, he thanked God, he wanted as little or 
them: as they did of him; "besides," added he, "were I ernn 
reduced so low as to ha,rn to beg, I should know better how 
to employ my time, than to ask charity of any one here." 

This sarcastic answer, and the reflections it called forth, 
had such an effect UJ)Oll the too irritable temper of l\Iastcr 
l\lcrton, tha,t, in an instant, forgetting bis for1ncr obligations 
and nffection to Harry, he strutted up to him, and cle:uch.iJJg 
his fist, asked him, ",Vhether he meant to insLllt him?'' 
" ,Yell done, l\Iastcr l\Ierton ! " echoed through the \Yhole 
company; "thrash him heartily for his impudence." "No, 
l\_foster 'fommy," ans,rnred Harr.r, "it is :rou nml your 
friends here that insult me." ",Vbat ! " ans,vcred Tommy, 
" are you a person of such consequence, that you rn ust not 
be spoken to ?-You arc a prodigiously fine gentleman, 
indeed." "I al,,;-ays thought you one, till now," nnswcred 
Harry. "HO\i-, you rascal!" said Tommy, "do you say 
that I am not a gentleman ? Take that ! " ::incl he stn1ck 
Harry upon the face with his fist. Hnrry's fortitude was 
not proof against this trentment; be turned his face awar, 
and only said, in a lo,Y tone of ,oice, "l\faster Tommy, l\laster 
To!nmy, I nernr should ha.ye thought you could ba,rn treated 
me in this unworthy manner!" Then, coYering his face with 
both his hands, ho burst into an agony of crying. 

The little troop of gentlemr.n, who were Yastly delighted 
·with tho mortification which Harry had undergone, and had 
formed a, yery incliffercnt opinion of his prowess, from the 
patience which he had hitherto exerted, begau to gather 
round, aud repeat their persecutions. "Coward," aud 

" "blackguard," and "tell-tale," cclrncd in a chorus through the 
cjrcle; and some, n1orc forn·arcl than the rest-1 seized him 



by the hair, in order that he might " hold up his head and show his pretty face ." 
But Harry, 11ho now began to recollect himself, wiped 

his tears with his hand, and, looking up, asked them in a 
firm ·mice, aucl "\Yith a. steady countenance, w·hy tl1oy 
meddled with him. Then, swinging round, he disengaged 
himself at once from all ·who had taken hold of him. The 
grenter part of i. he company ga rn way at this question, and 
seemed disposed to leave him unmolested; but iraster 
l\fasb, who was t11c most quarrelsome and impertinent boy 
present, advanced, and looking at Harry ,,-ith a con
t.cmptnous sneer, said, "This is the way ,Ye ahntys treat 
such little blackguards as you; and if you ham not had 
cnol1gb to satisfy you, -we'll willingly girn you some more." 
'' As to all your nicknames and nonsense," answered 
Harry, "I don't think it 11orth nw "bile to resent them; • J b 
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but, though I base allow·ecl :l\Iaster l\Ierton to strike me, 

i herr- 's not another in the company shall do it; or, if he 

chooses to tr3-, be shall soon find w·hether I am a co"ard 

or not.'' 
l\Iaster l\iash made no answer to this, but by a slap on 

the face, which Harry retm·ned by a punch with his fist 

which had [llmost O"rnrset his antagonist, in spite of }lash's 

superiority of size and strength. This unexpected check, 

from a boy so much sma11er than himself, might probably 

hrrrn cooled the courage of :Mash, had he not been ashamed 

of yielding to one ,shorn he had treated with so much 

unmerited contempt. Summoning, therefore, all his reso

lution, be flew furiously at Harry; and, as he had often 

been engaged in quarrels like this, he struck him with so 

much force, that, with the first blow he aimed, he felled him 

to the ground. Harry, foiled in this manner, but not 

dismayed, rose in an instant, and attacked his adversary 

with redoubled vigour, at the ,ery moment when l\Iash 

thought hi.rr.self sure of the Yictory. A second time did 

}Ia h, after a short but severe contest, close with his 1111-

claunted enemy, and, by dint of superior strength, roughly 

burl him to the ground. 
The littlE: troop of spectators, who had mistaken Harry's 

patient fortitude for co\"\arclice, began now· to entertain the 

sincerest respect for his courage, and gathered round the 

combatants in silence. A second time Harry rose and 

attacked his stronger adrnrsary with the cool intrepidity of 

a -vctemn combatant. The battle now began to grow more 

critical and more -violent. }fo,sh had superior strength and 

Lle::s:terity, and ~reater kno,.,,-ledge of fighting. His b]°',s 

were aimed ,-rith equal skill and force, and each appeared 

suffi(;ient to crush nn encnw so much inferior in size, in 

strength, and in ycnrs. J3ut Harry possessed a body 

inured to pnin and hardship, a greater degree of [lCtfrity, 

and a cool, unyielding conra~e, which nothing could disturb 

or daunt. Four times bad he now been thrown do,1-n by 

tbe strength of his foe-four times had he risen, stronger 

fro·n his fall. ro,ered with dirt and blood, and panting 

with fatigue, but still unconquered. At length, from the 
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duration of the combat, and his own violent exertions, the strength of Mash began to fail. Enraged and disappointed at the obstinate resistance he had met with, he began to lose all command of his temper, and to strike at random. His breath grew short, his efforts ,vere more laborious, and his knees seemed scarcely able to sustain his weight; but, actuated by rage and shame, he rushed with all his might upon Harry, as if determined to crush him with one last effort. Harry prudently stepped back, and contented himself with parrying the blows that were aimed at him; till, seeing that his antagonist was almost exhausted by his o,vn Jmpetuosity, he darted at him ,,;-ith all his force, and, by one successful blow, levelled him with the ground. 
An involuntary shout of triumph now burst from the little assembly of spectators; for such is the temper of human beings, that they are more inclined to consider superiority of force than justice ; and the very same boys who just before were loading Harry with taunts and outrages, were now ready to congmtulate him upon his victory. He, however, when he found bis antagonist no longer capable of resistance, kindly assisted him to rise, and told him, "he ,,as very sorry for what had happened." l\fash, ho,,ever, 0ppressecl at once with the pain of his bruises, and the disgrace of his defeat, observed an obstinate silence. Their attention was now engaged by a new and interesting spectacle. A bull of the largest size and greatest beauty was led across the plain, adorned with ribands of various colours. The majestic animal suffered himself to be led along, an unresisting prey, till he arriyed at the spot destined for the theatre of his persecutions. Here he was fastened to an iron ring, which had been strongly let into the ground, and whose force they imagined would be sufficient to restrain him, e-ren in the midst of his most violent exertions. A great crovrd of men, women, and children then surrounded the place, w~iting with cager curiosity for the inhum1m sport which they expected. The little party who had accompanied l\Iaster Merton, were now no longer to b~ restrained. 'l'heir friends, their parents, admonition, duty, and promises, were all forgotten in an instant; and, solely 

s 2 
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intent upon gratifying their curiosity, they mingled with 

the surrounding multitude. 
Harry, although reluctantly, follow-eel them at a distanoe. 

J.(either the ill-usage he bad receiyed, noe the pain of his 

~sounds, could make him unmindful of ])faster :Merton, or 

.:-are1css of his safety. He lmmv too ,,ell the dreadful 

ne'.-cidents which frequently attend these barbarous sports, 

to be able to quit his friend, till he had once more seen him 

in a place of safety. The noble animal that was to be 

wantolllr tormented, -n-as fastened to the ring by a sfrongly

twistccl cord, which, though it confined and cramped his 

exertions, did not entirely restrain them. Although 

possessed of almost irresistible strength, he seemed un

·willing to exert it, and looked round upon the multitude of 

his enemies ,,ith a geutlenc,s ,,,-hich ought to ha,e disarmed 

their ferocity. 
Prcsenlly a dog of the largest size and most ferocious 

courage ,Yas let loose. As soon as he beheld tho bull, he 

uttered a sa;n1.ge yell, aud rushed upon him ,...-ith all the rage 

of in,etcrate animosity. The bull suffered him to approach; 

but, just as the clog was springing up to seize him, he 

rnshed forwa.rd to meet his foe, and putting his head i.o 

the ground, canted him seYeral yards into the air; and 

had not the spectators run and caught him upon their 

backs and hands, he \rnuld 1mm been crushed to pieces in 

the fall. The same fate befell another, and another clog, 

w·hich were let loose successirnly. One \rns killed upon 

the spot, ,,-bile another, with n, broken leg, crn.wled ho,Yling 

and limping a.war. T]_-ie bu11, in the meanwhile, behaved 

""·ilh all the calmness ancl intrepidity of an experienced 

wnrrior; ,Yithont Yiolence, without pm:;sion, he waited eycry 

attack of his enemies, and then se-rcrcly punished them for 

their rashness. 
··while this was going 011, to the cfo·crsion not onl_v of the 

rucle and illiterate populace, but of the Jittl0 gentlemen and 

of :i\Iastcr J) Iertou, a poor, ha.lf-nalrnd N cgro c:1 me up, aucl 

humbly implored their charity. He hnd serw:!cl, he told 

them, on board an English ,essel, and even sho,-rccl them 

the scars of seYer .. 1 1 ,,oLmds he had 1.·eceiyed; bnt now hu 



wns discharged; nucl, without friends, aucl ,Yithout as::i1s:--
ance, he could scarcely find food to support his wretcbeo. 
life, or clothes {;o coyer him from the ,nntry wind. 

Some of the young gentlemen, ,,·ho had been little taught 
to feel or pity the distress of others, were base enongh to 
attempt to jest upon his dusky colour ::rncl foreigri. ~H:cent ; 
but :l\Inster Jierton, ,Yho, though lately much co1Tu1)trd 
aud changed from what he hnd been with l\1r. Barlo\"\", pt·r 
senecl n great degree of geuerosit.v, put his baud into hi~ 
pocket in order to relieYe him. Unfortmrntely he found 
nothing to gi1

, e. 'l'he foolish profusion ,vhich he hncl lntely 
lenrnecl from the young gentlemen at his father's housl', 
had rnnde him Yrnste nil his stock of money in cards, play
things, :mcl trifles, and now he found himself unable tu 
reliern the distress he pitied. 

11.'hus repulsed. on eYery side, and unassisted, the unfor
tunate K cgro approached the place where Harry stood, 
holding out the tattered remains of his hat, and implori11g 
charity. IIarry had. not much to gi,e; but he took ont of 
his pocket sixpence, which constituted all his wealth, ·mcl 
garn it ·with the kindest look of compassion, saying, "Herc, 
poor man, this is all I ham; if I had more, it shonh1 be at 
your scrrice." Uc bad uo time to ncld more; for, nt tlrn.t 
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instant, three :fierce dogs rushed upon the bull at once, and 
by their joint attacks, rendered him almost mad. The calm, 
deliberate courage which he had hitherto sho·wn, was now 
changed into rage and desperation. He roared with pain 
and fury. Flashes of :fire seemed to come from his nngry 
eyes, and his mouth was covered with foam and blood. He 
hurried round the stake with incessant toil and rage, :first 
aiming at one, then at another, of the persecuting dogs, 
that harassed him on e-very side, grO\vling and baying, and 
biting him. At length, with a fm·ious effort, he trampled 
one of his foes beneath his feet, and gored a second most 
frightful]y; and, at the same moment, the cord, which hacl 
hitherto confined him, snapped asunder, and let him loose 
upon the a:ffrighted multitude. 

It is impossible to conceive the terror and dismay which 
instantly seized the cro,-vd of spectators. Those who before 
had been shouting with joy, and encoura.ging the fury of 
the dogs with cries and acclamations, were now scattered 
01er the plain, all :flying from the fury of the animal 
they had been so basely tormenting. The enraged bull, 
meanwhile, rushed like lightn1ng over the :field, trampling 
some, goring others, and taking ample ·rengeance for the 
injuries he had recei-ved. Presently, he ran \Yith headlong 
fury to,Yards tho spot \Yhere 1\-Iaster :l\Ierton and his asso
ciates stood ; nll fled ,Yith ,,ild affright, but with a speed 
unequal to that of the pursuer. Shrieks, and 0L1tcries, and 
lamentations ,rnre heard on oYery side; and those, \Yho a 
few minutes before had despised the good advice of Harry, 
would now haYe given the world to be safe in the houses 
of their parents. Harry alone seemed to preserrn his 
presence of mind. He neither cried out nor ran; but, 
when the dreadful animal approached, leaped nimbly aside, 
and tho bull passed on, without troubling himself about his 
escape. 

Not so fortunate was Master Merton. He happened to 
be the last of the little troop of fugitiYcs, and full in the 
-..:rny which tho bull lrnd taken. And now his destruction 
appeared certain; for, as ho ran, whether through fear, o::.· 
the inequality of the ground, his foot slipped, and down he 



tumbled, in the very path of the enraged pursuing animal. 
All who saw him imagined his fate inevitable; and it would 
certainly have proved so, had not Harry, with a courage and 
presence of mind above his years, suddenly seized a prong, 
which one of the fugitives had dropped, and at the very 
moment when the bull ,Tas stooping to gore his defonc:eless 
friend, advanced and ,votmded him in the flank. The bull, 
in an instant, turned short, and ,vith redoubled rage made 
at his new assailant ; and it is probable that, notwith
standing his intrepidity, Harry would ham paid the price 
of his assistance to his friend " ·ith his o"·n life, had not 
au unexpected succour arrived-for, in that instant, the 
grateful Negro rushed on like lightning to assist him, and, 
assailing the bull 'i'i·ith a weighty stick that he held in his 
hand, compelled him to turn bis rage upon a new object. 
The bull indeed attacked him ·with all the impetuosity of 
rm·enge ; but the N cgro jumped nimbly aside, and eluded 
his fury. Not contented with this, he wheeled round his fierce antagonist. and, seizing him by the tail, began to 
batter his sides with an unexpected storm of blows. In 
vain did the enraged animal be1low and writhe in all tho convulsions of madness. His intrepid foe, ,nthout eYer 
quitting his hold, suffered himself to be dragged about the 
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field, still continuing his discipline, till the creature ,ms 

almost spent with the fatigue of his 0,...-11 ,iolent exertions. 

Then some of the boldest of the spectators, taking courage, 

approached. to the Negro's assistance; and., throwing a \Yell

t-w·isted rope oyer his head, they at length, by dint of 

superior numbers, completely mastered the furious animal 

and bound. fo.im to a tree. 
In the meanwhile, seYeral of }Ir. :Merton's serr2nts, 

who bad been sent out after the young gentlemen, 

approached, and took up their young master, who, though 

without a wound, ,ms almost dead. with fear and agita

tion. Harry, after seeing that his friend ,,as perfectly 

safe
1 

and in the hands of his own family, invited the 

Negro to accompany him, and, instead of returning to 

l\Ir. :Merton's, took the way which led to his father's 

house. 
""\Vhile these scenes were passing, :Mrs. :Merton, though 

iguoraut of the danger of her son, ,ms not undishll'bed at 

home. Some accounts had been brought of Harry's combat, 

\Yhich sened to make her uneasy, and to influence her 

more against him. :Mrs. Compton, too, and. ]Hiss :Matilda, 

,-rho had conceiYed a Yiolent dislike to Harry, \Yero busy to 

inflame her by their malicious representations. 
\\rhile }Irs. :Merton ,-ras in this humour, her husband 

happened to enter, and ,rns at once attacked. by all the 

belie::; upon tlic subject of this improper connexion. Uc 

endearourecJ, for a long time, to remove their prejudices by 

reason; but when he found that to lie impos::iible, he cou

tentec.l himself ,-rith telling hi.s \rife, that a little time would 

perhnps decide ,Yho were the most proper compnnions for 

their son; and that, till Harry had done something to 
render himself umrnrthy of their notice, be neyer could 

consent to their treating him ,rith coldness or neglect. 
At thia moment a female senant burst into the room, 

,vith a11 the ,Yiidness of fear, and cried out \\·ith a Yoice 

that ,ms scarcely articulate, "Oh! madam, madam! such 

au accident-poor, dear ::\laster Tommy!" 
" ·\Vhat of h:111, for Gocl's sake?" cried out }Irs. ::Merton, 

\Yith :1 ycbcmcnce that sufficiently marked ber feelings. 
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''Nay, madam," answered the servant, "he is not much hurt, 
they say; but little Sandford has taken him to a bull
baiting, and the bull has gored him ; and ,Villiam and 
John are bringing him home in their arms." 

These words were scarcely deliyered when Mrs. Merton 
uttered a violent shriek, and was seized with an hysteric 
fit; and while tlie ladies were all employed in assisting her, 
and restoring her senses, l\1r. Merton, who, thoug:i much 
alarmed, w·as more composed than his wife, ,1:alked hastily 
out, to learn the truth of this imperfect narration. 

He had not proceeded far, before he met the cro,vcl of 
children and servants, one of whom carried Tommy l\ierton 
in his arms. As soon as he was convinced that his son 
had received no other damage than a violent fri ght, he 
began to enquire into the circumstances of the affair; but 
before he had time to re0eive any information, n1:rs. :Merton, 
who had recovered from her fainting, came running wildly 
from the house. \\Then she saw that her son was safe, she 
caught him in her arms, and began to utter all the inco
herent expressions of a mother's fondness . It was with 
difficulty that her husband could preYail upon her to 
moderate her transports till they were ,Yithin. Then she 
g:rrn a loose to her feelings in all their violence ; ancl. for 
a considerable time was incapable of attending to anything 
through joy at his miraculous preservation. 

At length, ho,YeYer, she became more composed, and 
observing that all the company were present, except Harry 
Sandford, she exclaimed, \Yith sudden indignation, "So, 1 
see that little abominable wretch has not had the impudence 
to follow you in; and I almost 11ish that tbe bull haJ gored 
him, as he deserved." ",Vhat little wretch do you mean, 
mamma?" said Tommy. "Whom can I mean," cried ]Hrs. 
:I\Ierton, "but that vile Harry Sandford, \Yhom your father 
is so fond of, and ,vho had uearly cost you your hfe, by 
leading you into this danger ? " "He ! mamnrn," said 
Tommy, "he lead me into clanger! He did all he could to 
persuade me uot to go, and I was a very naughty boy 
indeed not to take his advice." 

1\frs. l\Ierton stood arn.nzccl at this information ; for her 
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prejudices had operated so powerfully upon her mind, that 
she had implicitly believed the guilt of Harry upon the 
imperfect evidence of the maid. "Who then," said l\fr. 
Merton, "could have been so imprudent?" "Indeed, 
papa," answered Tommy, "we were all to blame ; all but 
Harry, who advised and begged us not to go, and particularly 
me, because be said it would give you so much uneasiness 
when you knew it, and that bull-baiting was so dangerous 
a sport." 

:Mrs. l\ierton looked confused at her mistake, but l\Irs. 
Compton observed, that she supposed "Harry ,-ras afraid 
of the danger, and therefore had wisely kept out of the ,-ray." 
"Ob, no! indeed, madam," answered one of the little boys, 
" Harry is no coward, though we thought him so at first, 
,vhcn he let master Tommy strike him; but he fought 
l\Iaster ])fash in the bravest manner I ever saw ; and 
though l\!Iaster l\lash fought very well, yet Harry bad the 
advantage; and I saw him follow us at a little distance, and 
keep bis eye upon Master Merton all the time, till the bull 
broke loose-and then I ,,as so frightened that I do not 
know ,-rbat becnme of him." "So, this is the little boy," 
said ])fr. l\Ierton, "Y'i'hom you were for driving from the 
society of your children. But let us hear n10re of this 
story; for as yet I know neither the particulars of his 
danger, nor his escape." Upon this, one of the seryants, 
who from a little distance had seen the w·hole affair, was 
called in and examined. He ga,e them an exact account of 
all; of Tommy's misfortune; of Harry's bravery; of the 
unexpected succour of the poor Negro ; and filled the v;·hole 
room with admiration, that such an action, so noble, so 
intrepid, so fortunate, should have been achiernd by such a 
child. 

l\'.Irs. 1\1:erton was now silent with shame at reflecting 
upon her own unjust prejudices, and the friYolous grounds 
on which she bad become the enemy of a boy who had sn.wcl 
the life of her darling son, aud who appeared as much 
superior in character to all the young gentlemen at her 
house, as they exceeded him in rank and fortune. The 
young ladies now forgot their former ohjeciions to his 



person and manners, and all the company conspired to extol the conduct of Harry to the skies. 
l\Ir. :i\Ierton, who had appeared moro delighted than all the rest with the relation of Harry's intrepidity, now cast his eyes round the room, and seemed to be looking for his little friencl. lNhcn he could not find him, he said, with some concern, ""\fhero <:an our little clelirnrer be? Surel_y he can haye met with no accident, that he has not returned with the rest!" '' No, sir," said one of the serrnnts; '· as to that, Harry Sandford is safe enough, for I saw him go towards his O\Yn home in company ,,ith the K cgro." "Smely, then," ans,Yered ~Ir. ~Ierton, '· he must barn reccir(;Ll some unworthy treatment, to make him thus abruptly desert us all. .And uo,y I recollect, I heard one of the young 
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gentlemen mention a blow that Harry had received. Surely, 

Tommy, you could not hase been so basely ungrateful as to 

strike the best and noblest of your friends!" Tommy, at 

this, hung down his head; his face was covered with a 

burning blush, and the tears began silently to trickle down 

his cheeks. 
l\Irs. :1\Ierton remarked the anguish and confusion of her 

chilcl ; and, catching him in her arms, was going to clasp 

him to her bosom ,-rith the most cnclearing expressions; but 

]Ur. :Merton, hastily interrupting her, said, "It is 110t now 

a time to girn ,,ay to fondness for a child, who, I fear, has 

actecl the basest and vilest part that can disgrace a human 

being, and who, if what I suspect is true, can be 011ly a 

dishonour t.o his parents." At this, Tommy could no 

longer conb:tin himself, but burst into such a violent tran

sport of crying, that l\Irs. J\1:erton, who seemed to feel the 

severity of ~Ir. :Merton's conduct ,,ith still more poignancy 

than her son, caught her darling up in her arms, an<l. carried 

him abruptly out of the room, accompanied by most of the 

lr.dies, who pitied Tommy's abasement, and agreed, that 

there "\Yas no crime he could haxe been guilty of, ,-rhich was 

not amply atoned for by such charming sensibility. 
But l\Ir. l\Ierton, who now felt all the painful interest of 

n. tender father, and considered this as the critical moment, 

w:.iich was to girn his son the impression of \\·orth or 

baseness for life, was determined to examine this affair to 

the utmost. He therefore took the first opportunity of 

drawing aside the little boy who had mentioned l\Inster 

:Merton's striking Harry, and questioned him upon the 

subject. 'l'he boy, who had no particular interest in disguising 

the truth, related the circumstances nearly as they hap

pened; and, though he a little softened the matter in 
1l1ommy's favour, yet, ,,ithout intending it, be held up such 

a picture of his Yiolcnce and injustice, as wounded his 

father to the soul. 
\Vhile llfr. l\lerton was occupied by these uneasy feelings, 

he ,vas agreeably surprised. by a Yisit from l\Ir. Barlow, who 

came accidentally to f' CC him, perfectly ignorant of all the 

qrcDt e-rents wl1ich had so recently happened. 
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J\Ir. :l\Ierton received this worthy man with the sincerest 
cordiality; but there was such a gloom in his manner, that 
l\Ir. Barlow began to suspect that all ·\nls not right \Yith 
Tommy; and therefore purposely enquired after him, to 
girn his father an opportunity of speaking. This ]Ur. 
:Merton did not fail to do; and, taking l\lr. Barlow 
aftectionately by the hand, he said, "Oh! my dear sir, I 
begin to fear that all my hopes are at an end in that boy, 
and all your kind endeavours thrown a,yay. He has just 
behas-ed in such a manner as shows him to be radicallv 
corrupted, and insensible to eyery principle but pride.1, 
He then related to ]Ur. Barlo,, every incident of Tommy'~ 
behaviom'; making the severest reflections upon his inso
lence and ingratitude, and blaming his own supineness, that 
he had not earlier checked these boisterous passions, \Ybich 
now burst forth w·ith a degree of f my that threatened rnin 
to his hopes. 

"Indeed," answered l\Ir. Barlow, "I am ,cry sorry to 
hear this account of mv little friend. Yet I do not see it 
in quite so serious a light as yourself; and though I cannot 
deny the dangers that may arise from a character so 
susceptible of false impressions, and so violent n,t the same 
time, yet I do not think the corruption either so great or 
so general as you seem to suspect. Do \Ye not see, even in 
the most trifling habits of body or speech, that a, long and 
continual attention is reqrnred, if we would wish to change 
them ?-and yet our perseyerance is, in the encl, generally 
successful. "\Vhy, then, should w-e inrngiue that those of 
the mind are less ob~tinatc, or subject to different la,Ys ? 
Or, why should we rashly abandon oursehes to despair, from 
the first experiments, that do not succeed according to our 
wishes?" 

"Indeed," answered l\fr. ::\Ierton, "what yon say is 
perfectly consistent with the general bcneYolence of your 
character, and most consolatory to the tenderness of a. 
father. _Yet, I know too \Yell the general ,,cukness of 
parents m respect to the faults of their children, not to be 
upon my guard against the delusions of my own mind. And 
when I f'Onsicler the abrupt transition of my son into 
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e-rerything that is most inconsistent ,nth goodness ; how 
lightly, hO\v instantaneously he seems to have forgotten 
everything he had learned with you; I cannot help forming 
the most painful and melancholy forebodings of the future." 

"Alas," answered l\Ir. Barlow, "what is the genera.l 
malady of human nature, but this ·rnry instability which 
now appears in your son ? Do you imagine that half the 
-rices of men arise from real depravity of heart? I am 
com-inced that the greater part of all bad conduct springs 
rather from want of firmness, than from any settled 
propensity to eYil." 

"Indeed," replied l\Ir. JHerton, "what you say is very 
reasonable; nor did I eyer expect that a boy so long in
dulged and spoiled, should be exempt from failings. But 
what particularly hurts me is to see him proceed to such 
extremities without any adequate temptation; extremities 
that I fear imply a defect of gratitude and generosity, 
Yirtues ,,·hich I a1',ays thought he had possessed in a very 
great degree." 

" Neither," answered lHr. Barlow, "am I at all convinced 
that your son is deficient in either. But you are to 
consider the preYalence of example, and the circle to which 
you ha-re lately introduced him. If it is so difficult even 
for persons of° a more mature age and experience to resist 
the impressions of those with whom they constantly asso
ciate, how can you expect it from your son ! To be armed 
against the prejudices of the world, and to distinguish real 
merit from the splendid ,ices which pass current in what is 
called society, is one of the most difficult of human sciences. 
Nor do I know a single character, however excellent, that 
would not candidly confess he has often made a wrong 
election, and paid that homage to a brilliant outside, which 
is only clue to real merit." 

"You comfort me very much," said l\Ir. :Merton; "but 
such ungovernable passion ! such violence and rm
petuosi ty-" 

"Arc indeed very formidable," replied l\fr. Barlow; "yet, 
when they are properly directed, frequently procluce the 
noblest eftects. You ha;re, I cloubt not, read the story of 
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Polemo, who, from a dekmched you.ng man, became a 
celebrated philosopher, and a model of virtue, only by 
attending a single moral lecture." 

"Indeed," said 1\1:r. Merton, "I am ashamed to confess 
that the various employments and amusements in which I 
ha-ve pn.ssed the greater pn.rt of my life, have not afforded 
me as much leisure for rending as I could wish. You will 
t~wrefore oblige me very much by repeating the story you 
allude to." 

CHAPTER XV. 

TIIE STORY OF POLE:11O .A.ND XENOCRATES-TO::'.1:llY'S IIUMILITY - DE· 
PARTUllE OF TilE GUESTS-COM::ll.ENCE::'.IENT OF TIIE STORY OF SOPIIRON 
AND TIGRAXES. 

"PoLEMo," sn.id Mr. Barlow," wa.s a young rna,n of Athens, 
so distinguished by his excesses, that he was the aversion of 
all the discreet part of the city. He led a life of intem
perance ancl dissipation, and was constantly surrounded by 
a set of loose young men who imitated and enc01ll'aged his 
vices; and when they had totally drowned the little reason 
they possessed, in copious draughts of wine, they were 
accustomed to sa,lly out and practi:::e every species of absurd 
and contemptible frolic. 

" One morning, as they were thus wandering about, after 
having spent the night as usual, they beheld a great con
course of people listening to the discourse of Xeuocrates, a 
celebrated philosopher. The greater part of the young 
men, who still retained some sense of shame, were so struck 
,vith this spectacle, that they turned out of the ,.,,-a,y; but 
Polemo, who was more daring and abandoned than the rest, 
pressed forwa,rd into the midst of the audience. His figure 
was too remarkable not to a.ttract universal rwtice; for his 
head was crowned with flowers, his robe hung negligently 
about him, and his whole body was reeking with perfomes; 
besides, his look and manners -were such as very little 
qualified him for such a company. 1\fany of the audience 
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·were so displeased at this interruption, that they ,,·ere ready 

to treat tbe young man ,,ith great seYerity ; but tbe 

-renerab]e philosopher prernilecl upon them not to molest 

the intruder, and calmly continued his discourse, which 

happened to be upon the dignity and. adYantages of 

temperanre. 
'· ~b tbe sage proceeded in his oration, he descanted upon 

this subject ,-rith so much force and eloquence, that the 

youn!:_'; mnn became, as it w·ere, in spite of himself, more com

posed and ai.tentiYe. Presently the- philosopher grew still 

more animated in his representation of the shameful slaYery 

,d1idt results from giYing wa:· to our passions, and the 

liappiness of self-conquest; and tbcn the countenance of 

Polemo began to change, ancl to a<;sume a softer expression . 

Ile cast his eyes in mournful silence upon the groLLlld, as if 

in deep repentance for his own contemptible conduct. Still 

the agecl speaker incrcn"-ed. in ,ehemence. Ile seemed to 

be anirnntecl 1Yith the sacred. genius of the art "hich be pro

fessed, and to exercise an irresistible power over the minds 

of his hearers . He dre,--r the portrait of an ingenuous and 

modest young man, "ho had been bred up to nrtuous toils 

anrl manly hardiness. He painted him triumphant oTer all 

his passions, and tr::nnpling upon human fears and weakness . 

' Should his conn try be invaded,' said Xenocrates, 'you 

sec him fly to its defence, and ready to pour forth all .,his 

blool1. Calm ancl composed he app8ars, w·ith a terrible 

beauty, in the front of danger, the ornament and buhrnrk 

of bis country. The thickest squadrons are penetrated by 

his resistless Talour, and he points the paths of Tictory to 

hie: admiring followers. Should he fa]l in battle, how glorious 

is his lot . 'Io be cut off in the honourable discharge of his 

duty, to 1,c ,Yept by all i.he bra,e and Tirtuous, and to 

surriYe in the eternal records of fame!' 
" ,Yhile Xenocrates was thus discoursing, Polemo seemed 

to be inspired with a, sacred enthusiasm. Ilis eyes fl.ashed 

fire, his countenance glowed with martial zeal, and the w·hole 

expression of his person "·as chan~ed. Presently, the 

philosopher, ,-rho had remarked. the effects of his discourse, 

painted, in 110 less glo,Ying colnnr:t; i.hc life and m:mners of 
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an effeminate young man. 'Unhappy youth,' said he; 

'what word shall I find to describe thy a,basement? Thou 

art the reproach of thy parents, the disgrace of thy country, 

the scorn or pity of every generous mind. How is Nature 

dishonoured in thy person, and all her choicest gifts bestowed 

in vain! That strength, which would have rendered thee 

the glory of thy city, and the terror of her foes, is basely 

thrown away on luxury and intemperance; thy youth and 

beauty are wasted in riot, and prematurely blasted by disease. 

Instead of the eye of fire, the port of intrepidity, the step 

of modest firmness, a squalid paleness sits upon thy face, a. 

bloated corpulence enfeebles thy limbs, and makes thee a. 

picture of human nature in its most a,bject state. "But hark! 

the trumpet sounds ; a savage ba,nd of unrelenting enemies 

h::we surrounded the city, and are preparing to scatter 

flames and ruin through the streets\ Tho virtuous youths, 

r ch1rntN1 to nobler cares, arm with generous emuhtion, and 

fly to its defence. llow noble do they appear, c1rest in 

resplendent arms, and moving slowly on in close, impenetrable 

phalanx? They are animated by every motive ,vhich can 

giYe energy to a human breast, and lift it up to the 

sublimest achievements. Their hoary sires, their venerable 

magistrates, the beautous forms of trembling maidens, attend 

them to the war, with prayers and acclamations. Go forth, 

ye generous bands, secure to meet the rewards of victory, 

or the repose of honourable death. Go forth, ye generous 

bands, but unaccompanied by the wretch I have described ! 

His nerveless arm refuses to bea,r the ponderous shield ; tho 

pointed spear sinks feebly from his grasp; he trembles at 

the noise and tumult of the -war, and flies like the bunted 

hart, to lurk in shades and darkness. "Behold him roused 

from his midnight orgies ; r eeking with ,,·ine and odours, 

and crowned with flowers, the only trophies of his ,-.;-ar~ 

fare, he hurries with trembling steps across the city; 

his voice, his gait, his whole deportment, proclaim the a,bject 

sla-ve of intemperance, and stamp indelible infamy uron his 

name \' 
" Polemo listened ,nth fixed attention. The former anima-

tion of his countenance gave way to a visible dejection; 
T 



presently his lips trembled, and his cheeks grew pale; he 

i.·as lost in melancholy recollection, and a, silent tear was 

o bse.rrnd to trickle do,,-n his cheek. But, when the philo

sopher described a, character so like his O\Dl, shame seemed 

to take entire possession of his soul; and, rousing himself 

as from a long and painful lethargy, he softly raised his 

h:rncl to his head, and tore a,w·ay the chaplets of flowers, the 

mouu:nents of bis effeminacy and disgrace. He seemed 

intent io compose bis dress into a more decent form, and 

,napped his robe, which before hung loosely waving with 

an air of studied effeminacy, more closely about him. 

But ,Yhen Xcnocrates bad ilnished bis acidress, Polemo 

approaeheil him with a11 the humility of conscious guilt, ancl 

begged to become his disciple ; declaring that tho philo

sopher had that clny gained the most glorious conquest eyer 

achioYed by reason ancl philosophy, by inspiring ,,ith the 

Joye of yirtue a mind hitherto plunged in folly and sensuality. 

Xenocrates embraced the young man, and admillcd ]1im 

among his disciples. N' or liacl lie ever reason io repent his 

compliance; for Polemo, from tbat hour, abrmdoned all his 

former companions and -rices, and by his uncommon ardour for 

improYement, -rer,r soon became as crlcbratecl for Yirtuc and 

,Yisclom , as ho had before been for eYei·y contr:1ry quality." 

,: I am extreme]_\· obliged to :rou for this story," said 

)fr. l\fcrlon ; " and as m~' son will certainly find a Xeno

craics in rou, I ,yi::;h i.hnt yon rnr.~· h:i.Yc reason to think him 

in some degree a Polcmo. But, since you arc so kind as to 

1- rc:-;cnt me these agreeable hopes, do not learn the work 

rn1fini::;110cl. but tell me ,rl1at you think the best melhocl of 

1 rc:1.i.i11u him in l1is l)rescnt ·critical situation." "'That,'' ,, 
t:::icl -~lr. Barlow; "mu"-t depend, I think, upon the worki11gs 

c,[' l1is own mind. He has nhrnys appeared to me a generous 

anl a foe ling boy, ancl cue \\ ho bas a fund of natural gooc1-

J:c':3S amid all the faults which spring up too luxuriantly in 

his character. It is impossible i.hnt he ~honlc.1 not at pre.:cnt 

focl the keenest shnmc for his o,rn behaYiour. It ,,·ill be 

) our fir::.t part to tnkc aLlraui.age of these sentiments. nntl, 

~1ist cad of a Ilcci ing irntl tnm~itury ~eusaticn , to cirnngc t.hem 
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i11io fixed nnd actiYe principles . Do not at present say 
nwL·h Lo 11im upon the subject. Let us 'irntch his conduct, and regulate our belrnYiour nccordingJy." 

]Hr. 11fortou now introduced l\Ir. Barlow to the company 
in the other room. ~lr::,;. l\IcrLon, ,vho had begun to be 
a ] itUe staggered in some of the opinions she ha.cl most 
nf1<.'ctrd, received him ,Yith uncommon civility, and all the 
n•;.;t of tlic c:omp::tn)· trcatul him \Yith the greatest rcsprct . 
lsut Tommy, "ho 1rnc1 late] y been the oracle and ndrniration 
uf this briliiant circle-, npp<::irccl to hnvc lost all his YiYacity. 
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He indeed advanced to meet l\fr. Barlow with a, look of 
a~fection and gratitude, a,nd made the most respectful 
ans"TT"ers to all his inquiries; but his eyes were involuntarily 
tm·ned to the ground, and silent melancholy and dejection 
were visible in his face. 

:l\Ir. Barlow remarked, with much satisfaction, these 
signs of humility and contrition, and pointed them out to 
}.fr. l\Ierton the first time he had an opportunity of speaking 
to him 1Yithont being o-,erheard; adding, that, unless he 
was much decei·rnd, Tommy would soon gi-re ample proofs of 
trne repentance, and reconcile himself to all his friends. 
l\Ir. JUerton heard this obserrntion with the greatest 
pleasure, and now began to entertain some hopes of seeing 
it accomplished. 

After the dinner "as oyer, most of the young gentlemen 
went away to their respective homes. Tommy seemed to 
hase lost much of the enthusiasm ,-rhich he had late]y felt 
for his polite and accomplished friends . He eYen appearecl 
to feel a, secret joy at iheir departure, and answered with a, 

YisiLle coldness their professions of friendship and repeated 
inYitations. EYen l\Irs . Compton herself, and ]Hiss l\Iatilda, 
who ,Yere also departing, found him as i11se11sible as tbe 
rest, though they did not spare the most extravagant 
praises, and the warmest assurances of regard. 

The ceremonies of leave-taking being oYer, and most of 
the Yisitors ha.Ying departed, n, sudden solitude seemed to 
base tnken possession of the house, ,-rhich was lately the 
seat of noise, and bustle, and fcstiYity. i\Ir. and :\Irs. 
:Merton and l\Ir. Barlow ,Yere left alone with ~Iiss Simmons 
and Tommy, and one or two others of the smaller gentry 
\rho had not yet returned to their friends. 

As ::.\Ir. Barlm,, was not fond of cards, ::}1r. :l\Ierton pro
posed, in the evening, ihat ::.\Iiss Simmons, who was famous 
for reading well, should entertain the company with some 
Ltde tale or history adapted to the comprehension eYen of 
the youngest . :Miss Simmons excused herself ,nth the 
greatest modesty; but, on ::\Ir.s . :l\Ierton's joining in the 
rl'quest, she complied, and fetc:hiog down a book, read the 
follo,Ying story of "Sophron and 'l'igranes." 
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TIIE STORY OF SOPIIRON .A.ND TIGRA.NES. 

Sophron and Tigranes were the children of two neigh

bouring shephercls, who fed their flocks in the part of Asia 

bordering on :Mount Lebanon. They were accustomed to 

each other from their earliest infancy, and the continual 

habit of coirrnrsing at length produced a tender and 

intimate friendship. 
Sophron was the larger and more robust of the two. His 

look was firm, but modest, his countenance placid, and his 

wbo]e bearing inspired confidence and attachment. He 

excelled most of the youths of the neighbourhood in every 

spc>cies of ,iolent exercise, such as w-restling, boxi11g, and 

,-..-hiding hea-..-y weights; but he bore his triumphs with 

such modesty, that e,·en those who found themselves ,an

quished could feel no envy towards their conqueror. 
Tigranes, on the contrary, was of a character totally 

different. His body ,,as less strong than that of Sophron, 

but excellently proportioned, and adapted. to every species 

of fatigue. His countenance was full of fire, but displeased 

by an excess of confidence; and. his eyes sparkled with 

sense and meaning, but bore too great an expression of 

uncontrolled fierceness. 
Nor were these two youths less different in the applica

bon than in the nature of their faculties; for 1'igranes 

seemed to be possessed by a restless spirit of commanding 

all his equals; while Sophron, contentecl ,Yith the enjoy

ment of tranquillity, desired nothing more than to avoid 

oppress10n. 
Still, as they assisted their parents in leading every 

morning their flocks to pasture, they associated with each 

other in rural sports; or, reposing under the shade of 

arching rocks, dming the heat of the day, conrersed wit"b 

all the ease of youthful friendship. Their observations 

,Yere not many; they ,-.;-ere chiefly clra,Yn from the objects 

of nature "hich surrounded them, or from the simple mode 

of life to w·hich they had been ·witness; but eyen here the 

clin~rsity of their characters ,yas sufficicutly ex1)l'essecl. 
" S " . 1 'r· l h h' cl cc, sa1c. 1grancs, one cay, as e cast 1s eyes up,Yar s 
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to the cliffs of a neighbouring rock, "that eagle, which rises 
into tLe regions of air, till he absolutely soars beyond 
the reach of sight. Were I a bird, I should choose to 
resemble him, that I might tra,,-erse the clouds ,Yith the 
rapidity of a w·hirlwincl, and dart like lightning upon my 
prey." "That eagle," answered Sophron, "is the emblem 
of Yiolence and injustice. He is the enemy of eYery bird, 
and e-ren of OYery beast that is -weaker than himself. "\Vere 
I to choose, I should prefer the life of yonder s,,an, that; 
moyes so smoothly and ino:ffensi-rel_Y along the rirnr. He is 
Btrong enough to defend himself from i11jury, ,,ithout 
opposing others; ::md, therefore, he is ])either feared nor insulted by other animnls." 

Wl1ile Sophron ,Yas yet speaking, the eagle, ,Yhich liad 
been ho...-ering in the air, darted smldcnly clo,-rn at some 
tlistancc, and, seiziDg a. 1nm b, was bearing it mrny in his 
cruel talons; "·hen, nlrnost in tl1e snrne instant. the shep
herd, -who had been ,;-atching all his motions from a neigh
bouring hill, let fly an arrow with so unerring an aim, that 
it pierced the body of the bird, and brought him headloug 
to the ground, \\Tithing in the agonies of den.th. 

"This," said Sophron, " I haYc often heard, is the fate of 
ambitious people. 1Vhi1c they are endearnuring to mount 
beyond their follmn, they arc stopped by some unforeseen 
misfortune." "For my })art," said Tigranes, "I had mt her 
perish in tlie sky, than eDjoy an age of life, basely chained 
down and groYolling liJ)On the surface of tbc earth." ""\Yhat 
we may enjoy," ans,rcred Sophron, "is in the hand of 
IIeai;rn; but may I rather creep through Jife, than mount to commit injustice and oppress the innocent! " 

Iu this manner passed the early years of the hrn friends. 
As they grew up to manhood, the difference of their tem
pers became more .. ,isible, and gmduall_\· alienated i.hrm from 
rac.:h other. 'I'igranes began to despise t11c unifcrm labour::; 
of tl1c shepherd, and the humble occupations of i.hc 
countrr. llis sheep ,Ycrc neglected, and frequentl.r wnn
dcrecl c·JYcr the plains "·ithout a leader to guard them in the 
clay. or ul'ing them back at night; and the greater part of 
his time was employed in climbing rocks, or in trayersing 
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the forest, to seek for eagles' nests, or in piercing with his 
arro,Ys the different wild animals which inhabit the woods. 
If he heard the horn of the hunter or the cry of a hound it 
,ms impossible to restrain his eagerness. · He regarded 
ueither the summer's sun nor the winter's frost, while he 
was pursuing his game. The thickest woods, the steepest; 
mow1ta.ins, the deepest rfrers, were unable to stop him in 
his career; and he triumphed over e-very clanger and 
difficulty with such invincible courage, as made him at once 
an object of terror and admiration to all the youths in the 
neighbourhood. His friend Sophron alone beheld his exploits 
without either terror or admiration. Of all his comrades, 
Sophron was the only one whom Tigranes still continued to 
respect; for he knew that, with a gentleness of temper 
which scarcely anything could exasperate, be possessed the 
firmest courage, :md a degree of bodily strength ,vhich 
rendered that courage almost invincible. Tigranes affect.eel, 
indeed, to despise the virtuous moderation of his friend, and 
ridiculed it with some of his looser comrades; but he felt 
himself humbled whenever he was in Sophron's company, 
as before a superior being, and therefore gradually estranged 
himself from his society. 

Sophron, on the contrary, entertained the sincerest regard 
for bis friend ; but he knew the defects of Tigranes, and 
trembled for the consequences which the violence and 
ambition of his character might one clay produce. When
ever Tigranes abandoned his flocks, or left his rustic tasks 
undone, Sophron had the goodness to supply whatever he 
had omitted. Such was the vigour of his constitution, that 
he was indefatigable in every labour ; nor did he ever exert 
his force more willingly than in performing voluntary duties 
for his absent friend. ""\Vhenever he met with Tigranes, he 
accosted him in the gentlest manner, and en.dearnured to 
win him back to his former habits and manners. He repre
sented to him the injury he did his pa1·en.Ls, an.cl the dis
quietude he occasioned in their minds, by thus abandoning 
the duties of his profession. He sometimes, but with tbe 
greatest mildness, hinted at the coldness with -n-hich 
'rigranes treated him; and reminded his friend of the 
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plcasi11g intercourse of their childhood. But all his remo1.1 
stranres "·ere Yain. Tigranes heard him at first ,nth coo]. 
ncss, tb en with impatience or contempt, and, at last, m-oided him altogether. 

Sophron bad a Jamb which he had formerly saYed from 
the deyouring ja,Ys of a, ,rnlf, tbat had already bitten the 
poor creature in sercral places, and destroyed its darn. The 
tenderness ,,ith which this bene·rnlent young man had 
nursed and fed the lamb during its infancy, had so attached 
it to its master, that it seemed to prefer his society to tbat 
of iis mrn species. ,VJ1ereYer Sophron went, the fa ithful 
Jamu accompanied him like his dogs, lay do\Yn beside him 
wb en he r eposed, and followed close behind when he drorn 
the rest of the :ilock to pastm·e. Sophron was m ucb 
attached to his dumb companion. He often anrnsed him. 
self with the little thing's innocent gambols, feel it with ihe 
rboi cest herbs out of his hands, and when he slept at night 
tbe lamb 1Yas sure to repose beside him. 

It ha,ppened, about this time, that Tigranes, as he ,,as 
one day exploring ihe ,mods, discovered the den of a she• 
wolf, in ,Yhich she had left her young ones while she went 
out to search for prey. By a strange caprice he chose out 
the largest of the whelps, carried it home to his house, and 
brou~ht it up as if it had been a, useful and harmless 
animal. ,Vhile the vrnlf was yet young, it was incapable of 
doh1g mischief; but, as it increased in age and strength, it 
began to show signs of a, bloodthirsty and untameable dis. 
position , and made all the neighbouring shepherds tremble 
for t be safety of their flocks. But, as the courage and 
fi erceness of Tigranes liad now rendered him formidable 
to aJl J1is associates, and the violence of his temper made 
hjm jrnpatjent of all opposition, his friends did not speak 
t o him on the subject; and as to his o,Tn parents, he had 
long learned to treat them with indifference and con tern pt. 
Sophron alone, who ,Yas not to be a,..,-ed b_y fear, ob cn ing 
th e j u~t apprehensi on s of th e neigbbourhood, undert ook the 
task of expostu]ai.ing " ·ith bis fri end, and c11dcaYCn11u1 
t o prernil upon him to part ,Yitb a bcn~t so just]y odious, 
and which might in the end proye fatal ,vhenernr its natural 
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rage should break out into open acts of slaughter. Tigranes 

heard him with a sneer of derision, and only answered, that 

" if n, parcel of miserable rustics amused themselves with 

keeping sheep, he, who had a more elevated soul, might 

surely entertain a nobler animal for his diversion," " But 

should that nobler animal prove a public mischief," coolly 

replied Sopbron, "you must expect that he ,vill be treated as 

a public enemy." "--V-VT oe be to the man," ans,vered 

Tigranes, sternly, brandishing his ja;velin, "who shall dare to 

meddle with anything that belongs to me." Saying this, he 

turned his back upon Sophron, and left him with disdain. 

It "as not long before the very event so long foreseen took 

place. Tigranes' wolf, either impelled by the accidental 

taste of blood, or by the natural fierceness of his temper, 

fell one clay upon the sheep with such an unexpected degree 

of fury that he slaughtered thirty of them before it ,-ras 

possible to prernnt him. Sophron happened at that time 

to be within view. He ran w·ith amazing swiftness to the 

place, and found the savage bathed in blood, tearing the 

carcase of a lamb he had just slain. At the approach of the 

daring youth, the wolf uttered a dismal ho"l, and, quitting 

his prey, seemed to prepare himself for slaughter of another 

kind. Sophron was entirely unarmed, and the size and fury 

of the beast which rushed forward to attack him, might 

well have excused him had he declined the combat. But he, 

consulting only his nafaye courage, wrapped his shepherd's 

cloak around his left arm, to resist the first onset of his 

enemy, and advanced \Yith a determined look and nimble 

pace. In an instant the wolf sprang upon him, "ith a 

horrid yell; but Sophron nimbly eluded his attack, and 

suddenly throwing his vigorous arms about the body of his 

ad-rersary, compelled him to struggle for his own safety. 

The wolf then uttered cries more dreadful than before ; 

ancl, as he \TI'ithed about in all the [Lgitations of pain and 

madness, he gnashed his terrible teeth with impotent 

attempts to bite; ,,hile the blood and foam ,,·hich issued 

from his jaws rendered his appearance more horrible than 

before. But Sophron, with undaunted courage, still main

tained his hold, and, grasping him with irresistible strength, 
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prevented him from using either his teeth or cla,rn in his 
own clefence. The struggles and violence of the wolf soon 
grew perceptibly weakel' from fatigue, and he seemed to 
wish to decline a farther combat with so formidable a foe, 
could he ha1e found means to escape. Sophron then col
lected all his strength, and seizing his fainting adversary by 
tbe neck and throat, grasped him still tighter in his terrible 
hands, till the beast, incapable either of disengaging him
self or breathing, yielded up the contest and his life 
together. 

1t was almost in this moment that Tigranes passed, and 
unexpectedly became \1itness of the triumph of Sophron, 
and the miserable encl of his fayourite . Inflamed \Yith 
pride and indignation, Tigrn.nes uttered dreadful impreca
tions against his friend, \Yho in yain attempted to explain 
ihe transaction; and, rushing upon him with all the 
maclness of in1eterate hate, aimed a javelin at his breast. 
Soplll'on ,1as calm as he vrns brave. He saw the necessity 
of defending his own life against the attacks of a perfidious 
friend; and, with a nimble spring, at once eluded the 
'i'i'eapon, and closed ,Yith his antagonist. The combat \Yas 
then more equal; for each was reduced to depend u1)on his 
o,Yn strength and acti-rity. They struggled for some time 
with all the efforts 11hich disappointed rage could inspire 
on tho one side, and a virtuous anger on the other. At 
length the fortune, or rather the force and coolness of 
Sophron, prevo.iled over the blind impetuous fury of 
':l1igranes. He at once exerted his ,,hole remaining strength 
"·ith such success that he hurled his antagonist to the 
ground, where he by, bleeding, vanquished, and unable to 
rise. " Thou scarcely clesenest thy life from my hands," 
said Sophron, ",-rho couldest so wantonly and unjustly 
attempt to clepriye me of mine ; ho,re1er, I 1Yill rather 
remember thy early merits than my recent injuries." "No," 
1·eplied the enraged Tigranes, "load me not ,rith thy odious 
benefits; but rather rid me of a life which I abhor, since 
thou bast robbed me of my honour." "I ,rill ne-rer hurt 
thee," replied Sophron, "but in my own just defence; lin:; 
to make :1 better use of life, and to haye juster ideas of 
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honour.'' Saying this, he assisted T1granes to rjse; but, 

finding his temper full of implacable resentment, he turned 

myay and left him to go home alone. 
Long after this m~ent, a company of soldiers marched 

across the plains '\\"here Sophron w·as feeding his :flocks, and 

halted to refresh themselYes under the shade of some 

spreading trees. The officer who commanded them ,Yas 

strnck ,Yith the comely figure and exprcssiYe countenance 

of Sophron. Ile called the young man to him, ancl euden.

Yourccl to inflame him ,-rith military rrn1onr, by setting 

before him the g1ory w·hich might be acqnirecl by arms, and 

ridicu1i11g the obscurit_y of a country life. ,Vhen he thought 

he l1acl sufficiently excited his hearer's admiration, he pro

posecl to him that he shoulcl enrol himself in his comp:rn_'i' ; 

ancl promised to him eYery encour'.lgement which he th011ght 

most likely to engage the passions of a youn3 n~an. Sophron 
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thanked him with humility for his offers; but told him he had an aged father, who had now become incapable of maintaining himself; and, therefore, that he could accept of no offers, however advantageous they might appear, which would interfere ,nth the discharge of this duty. The officer replied, and ridiculed the scruples of the young man; but, finding him inflexible in his resolution, he at last turned from him "-ith an air of contempt, and called his men to follow, muttering as he w·ent reflections upon the stupidity ancl. co,vardice of Sophron. 
The party had not proceeded far, before, by ill-fortune, they came to the place ,,here Sophron's fiwourite lamb ,Yas feeding ; and, as the animal had not yet learned to dread the cruelty of men, it adYanced to-wards them ,,ith all the confidence of unsuspicious innocence. " This is a lucky acciclent," cried one of the soldiers, with a brutal satisfaction; "fortune was not willing we should go without a supper, and has therefore sent us a present." ".A good e::s:.change," answered a second; "a fat sheep instead of a lubberly shepherd; and the coward l'lill no doubt think himself happy to sleep in a whole skin at so small an expense." Saying this, he took the lamb, and bore it away in triumph; uttering a thousand threats against the master if he should dare to reclaim it. 

Sophron was not so far off that he could not resent the indignity t1mt was offered him. He followed the troop ,\·ith so much swiftness, that it was not long before he overtook the soldier who was bearing away his friend, and who, from his load, marched rather behind the rest. "\Vhen Sophron approached the robber, he accosted him in the gentlest manner, and besought him, in words that might ham touched any one but a savage, to restore his favourite; he even offered, \\"hen he found that nothing else would avail, to purchase back his own property with something of greater i,-alue; but the barbarous soldier, inured to scenes of misery, and little accustomed to yield to human entreaties, ouly laughed at his complaints, ancl loaded him with additional insults. .At length, he began to be tired with the shepherd's importunities, and drawing his sword, and mtYi11g 
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it before the eyes of Sophron, threatened that, if he did not 

depart immediately, he would use him as he intended to do 

the brnb. "And do you think," answered Sophron, "that, 

while I have an arm to lift, or a drop of blood in my veins, 

I will suffer you, or any man, to rob me of what I value 

more than life?" The solclier, exasperated at such an 

insolent reply, as he termed it, aimed a blow at Sophron 

, .... ith his sword, which Sophron turned aside with a stick he 

held in his hand, so that it glanced inoffensiycly down ; and 

before the soldier could recoYer the use of his wen.pon, 

Sophron, ,Yho ,vas infinitely stronger, closed with him, 

\\Tested it out of his hands, n.nd hurled him roughly to the 

ground. Some of the comrades of the vanquished soldier 

came in an instant to his assistance, and without inquiring 

into the merits of the case, clrew their s,vords, and began 

to assail the undauntecl young man ; but he, brandishing 

the ,-.,-capon which he had just seized, appeared ready to 

defend himself ,vith so much strength and courage, that 

the_y clid not choose to come too near. 
,Vhile they ,vere thus engagec.l, the officer, ,vho had turned 

back at the first noise of the fray, approached, and ordering 

his men to desist, inquired into the origin of the contest. 

Sophron then recounted, with so much modesty and respect, 

the indignities and insults he had received, and the unpro

voked attack of the soldier, which had obliged him to defend 

his. own life, that the officer, who had a real respect for 

courage, ,Yas charmed ,vith the behaviour of the young 

man. Ile therefore reprornd his men for their disorderly 

conduct, praised the intrepidity of Sophron, and ordered 

his lamb to be restored to him; with ·which he joyfully 

cleparted. 
Sophron ,vas scarcely out of sight when Tigranes, who 

,ms then by ac~iclent returning from the chase, met the 

same party upon their march. Their military n.ttire and 

glittering arms instantly struck his mind with admiration. 

He stop1)ed to gaze upon them as they passed; ancl the 

o_fnc:cr, who remarkocl the martial air and " ·ell-proportioned 

l11n bs of Tigrancs, cnterec.l into co1wersation. ,vith him, and 

made him the same 11ro-posals he had before marlc to Sophron. 
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Such incentives were irresistible to a vain and ambitious mind. The young man in an instant forgot his friends, his country, and his parents; and marched away ·with all the r!ensure ~hat high spi1~its and aspiring h?pes co~ld ~a~se. }, or \Yas 1t long before ue had an opportumty of s1gnalismg his intrepidity. 
Asia, was at that time ornnun by numerous bands of sarnge Yrnrriors uncler different ancl independent chiefs. Sernral fierce and barbarous 11ations had broken in upon its tcnitory; and, after coyering its fertile pJains with carnage aucl clcsolntion, "·ere contending with ea(;h other for tho superiority. 

Under the most enterprising of these rirnl chiefs ,ms Tigranes no,v enrolled; and in the ,ery first engagement at which he ,,as present, he grwe such uncommon proofa of rn1our, that he was distinguished by the general with marks of particular regard, and became the admiration of all his cornrndes. Under the banners of this ad-renturous warrior 'j igmncs t oiled wi ~h Ynrious fortunes during mnny years; sometimes Yictorious in the fight, sometimes baflled; at one time cro\Yncd with conquest and glory, at another beset ,Yitli dnngers, coYerecl ,Yi th ,rnuuds, and hunted like a wild benst t lirough rocks ancl forests. Still the uatirn cournge of his i cmper sustaiuccl bis spirit, and kept him in the profession \\'hich he lwd cho:::;en. At length, iu n, decisire Laiilc, iu which the chieftaill, under whom Tigrnnes had enlisteLl, contended with the most powerful of his rirnls, he hnd the ho11our of retrieYing the victory \\·hen his own pnrty seemed totally routed, and, after bm·iug penetrated the ihickcst Rqundrons of the enemy, killed their general ,,ith his O\Yn J1nncl. From this moment lie seemed to be in possession of all t1rnt his nm bition eoulcl desire. Ile m1s appointed goncral of nH the troops, 11uder the chief himself, \\·hose repeated Yictorics hid r endered him equnl in pow-er to the most celebrated monnrchs. Nor dicl his fortune stop C\'en lierG; for, aCter a nmnber of successirn baiiles, in which hid pnrt_v \YCre generally Yictorious by his experience and iuirepidit_,·, he ,,::1-:. on the uncxpcded cloath of the chief, uu~mimously clw.-c·n IJ)· tlie wh ri)e 11:.1tio11 to &m·ceed him. 
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In the meantime, Sophron, free from ern·:;r, arnrice, or 

nmbition, pursued the natural irnvu1se of his character, ancl 

l'Ontentec.l himself ,vilh a lif\; of virtuous obscurity. He 

passed his time in rmal lnbours, in ,rntching his fioeks, am1 

in attending 'Sith all the cluty of an affectionate child upon 

his aged parents . E-rcr:,· morning he rose 'iYith i he sun, 

:111d, raising his arms to Hensen, thanl-:cd that J3eing ,YLo 

created all nature, for the continuance of life arnl hca1tb, 

nncl all the blessings he rnjoyul. His piety nnd Yirtuc ,verc 

rc,rnxcled w~th cn'rything "·Lich a temperate and rational 

miihl c:au ask. All his rural buom·s snc<.:cc<lccl in the most 

ample rnmmcr; his flot.:ks were the fairest, the most healthy, 

and numerous of foe district; he ,ms Joyed ancl esteemed 

b_v fo~ youth of the u~'ighbourhoo,l, aml cqun.l1y rcs1)cc-L'·l 
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by the aged, who pointed him out ns the example of every 
virtue to 1iheir families; but, what was more dear than a11 
the rest to such a, mind as Sophron's, was to see himself the 
joy, the comfort, and support of his parents, who frequently 
embraced him with tears, and pmyed that Heaven would 
rC"ward such duty and affection with its choicest blessings. 

Here the interest and concern, which had been long 
visiblr, in Tommy's face, could no longer be repressed, and 
tears began to trickle down his cheeks. " What is the 
matter, my darling?" said his mother; " ,Vhat is there in 
the account of this young man, that so deeply interests ancl 
dfocts you?" "Oh, mamma," said Tommy, "it reminds 
me of poor Harry Sandford; just such another good young 
man will he be, when he is as old as Sophron; and I-and 
I," added he, sobbing, "am just such another worthless, 
ungrateful wretch, as Tigranes." "But Tigranes," saicl 
l\Irs. :Merton, " you see, became a, great and pmYerful man ; 
while Sophron remained only a, poor ignorant shepherd." 
" ,Vhat does that signify, mamma ? " said Tommy; "For my 
part, I begin to find that it is not always the greatest 
people that arc the best or happiest ; and as to ignorance, 
I cannot think that Sophron, who understood his duty so 
·well to his parents and to God, and to all the world, could 
be called ignorant; and Yery likely he could read and 
write better than Tigranes, in spite of all his pomp and 
grandeur, for I am sure not one of the young gentlemen 
who went home to-da,y can read better than Harry Sand
ford, or has half his understanding." l\Ir. l\lerton could 
lrnrdly he] p smiling at Tommy's conjecture about Sophron's 
reading ; but he felt the greatest pleasure at seeing such a 
change in his sentiments ; and, looking at him with more 
cordiality than he had done before, he told him that he 
'ints very happy to find him so sensible of his faults, and 
hoped he would be equally ready to amend them. 

l\Iiss Simmons then continued her narrati·rn. 

It happened one day that Sophron had been chasing a 
wolf which had made some clepr1=-clati:ms upon the floe.ks, and 



sorun.oN'S .A.DT]!.NTURE IN 'rIIE FOREST. 280 

iu the arc101u of pursuit, was separated from all his 

eompauions. He was too well acquainted with the roughest 

pa1·ts of the neighbouring motmtains, and too indifferent to 

danger, to b.e disturbed nt this circumstance; he therefore 

follo-wed his flying foe with so much impeh10sity, that he 

completely lost every track and mark -with .vhich he was 

acquainted. As it is difficult, in a l'i·ild and nncultiYated 

district, to find the path again when once it is Jost, SGphron 

only wandered the farther from his home the more he 

cndca.voured to return. He f01md himself bew·ildered and 

entangled in a dreary ·wilderness, ,,-here he ,-..;as every instant 

stopped by torreuts that tumbled from the neighbouring 

cliffs, or in danger of slipping down precipices of an immense 

height. He -was alone in the midst of a gloomy forest, 

-where human industry bad never penetrated, nor the wood

man's axe been heard, since the moment of its creation. 

To add to his distress, the setting sun disappeared in the 

-west, the shades of night gathered gradually round, and the 

roar of sa-..;rrge beasts arose. Sopbron found himself beset 

-with terrors ; but his soul was incapable of fear. He poised 

his javelin in his hand, and fOl'ced his y,;ay through e,ery 

obstacle, till at leugth, ,,·ith infinite difficulty, he disengaged 

himself from the forest, -while the last glimmer of light was 

yet ,'i.siblo in tho skies. He cast his eyes around, but coulcl 

discern nothing but an immense track of com1try, rough 

with rocks and o,erhung with forests, but destitute of erery 

mark of cultintion. ~till he pursued bis way along the 

i-:ido of the mountain till he came into a pleasant Ya.Hey, 

free from trees, and watered by a -winding stream. Herc 

ho was going to repose for the remainder of the night, 

n.nclor an impending crag, when a rising gleam of light 

darted suddenly into the skies from a co,...siderable distance, 

and uttractecl his cm·iosity. Sophron looked to,,ards the 

quarter whence it came, and plainly discerned that it ,-..;as a 

fire, kindled either by some benighted traYellcr like himselt'1 

or by some less innocent ,,anderers of the dark. He deter

mined to a1)proach the light ; but, kno,ving the unsettled 

state of all the neighbouring districts, be thought it prudent 

to ud,ance mth caution. Re therefore made a considerable 
l} 
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circuit, and by clambering along the higher grounds, dis
covered a hanging wood, under whose thick co,ert he 
approached without being discovered, within a little distance 
of the fire. He then perceirnd that a party of soldiers were 
reposing round a flaming pile of wood, and carousiug at 
their ease. All around was strewn the plunder ,,hich they 
had accumulated in thefr march, and in the midst was seated 
a Yenerable old man, accompanied by a beautiful young 
woman. 

Sophron easily comprehended, by the dejection of their 
countenances, and the tears "·bich trickled down the 
maiden's cheeks, as well as by the insolence with which they 
were treated, that they were prisoners. His sympathy was 
instantly excited, and he determined to attempt their 
deliverance ; but this, in spite of all his intrepidity, he per
ceived was no easy matter to accomplish. He was alone 
and weakly armed; his enemies, though not numerous, were 
too many for him to flatter himself with any rational hope 
of success in open combat; and, should he make a fruitless 
effort, he might rashly throw his life a"TT"ay, and only 
aggravate the distresses he sought to cure. \\Tith this 
consideration, be restrained his nat1ual impetuosity, and at 
]ength determined to attempt by stratagem, what he 
thought could scarcely be performed by force. He therefore 
silently withdrew, and skirted the side of the wood 11hich 
had concealed him, carefully remarking every circumstance 
of the way, till he had ascended a mouutain, ,-rhich im
mediately fronted the camp of the soldiers, at no great 
distance. He happened to have by his side a kind of battle
axe, which hunters use in chasing bears. With this he set 
about lopping the branches of trees, collecting at the same 
time all the fa.lien boughs he could find; till in a short time 
he had reared several piles of wood upon the most con
spicuous part of the mountain, and full in the view of the 
soldiers. He then kindled a blaze by rubbing t,rn decayed 
branches together, and in a few moments all the piles were 
blazing with so many streams of light, that the neighbouring 
hills and forests were illuminated wjth the gleam. Sophron 
knew the nntnre of man to be nh·ays prone to sudden 



impressions of fear and terror, more particularly amid the 
darkness of night, nnd promised himself great success from 
his stratagem. 

In the mean time he hastened back with all speed, till he 
reached his former hiding place. He then raised his voice, 
which was naturally loud and clear, and shouted several 
times successiYeJy ,vith aJl his might. A hundred ecboes 
from the neighbouring cliffs and ca:rnrns returned the sound, 
,rith a reYerberation that made it appea,r like the noise of a 
mighty squadron. The soldiers, w·ho had been alarmed by 
the sudden blaze of so many fires, ,,hich they attributed to 
a numerous band of troops, were now seized with such a 
panic, that they fled in confusion. They imagined them
seh-es surrounded by tbeir enemies, "·ho were bursting in 
on crnry side, and :fled ,,ith the utmost speed, leaving the 
prisoners to themselrns. 

Sophron, ,Yho from a srna11 distance ,,atched all their 
motions, did not wait for them to be unclcceiYecl, but running 
to the spot they had abandoned, explained in a few words 
to the trembling and amazed captiyes the nature of his 
stratagem, and exhorted them instantly to fly. Few entreaties 
" ·ere nece::;::;ary to induce them to compl)'· They arose and 
followed Sophron, ,,ho led them a considerable ,rny up iuto 

u 2 
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the molmtains, and. when he thought them out of the imme
diate danger of pursuit, they sheltered tbemselrns in a rocky 
caver~, and determined there to "TT""ait for the light of the 
morning. 

,Vhen they were thus in a place of safety, the venerable 
old man seized the hand of Sophron, an<l. bedewing it with 
tears, ga·rn way to the strong emotions of gratitude w·hich 
over-whelmed his mind. "Generous youth," said he, "I 
know not by ,vhat extraordinary fortune you have thus been 
able to effect our deliverance, when ,,e imagined ournelve:3 
out of the reach of human succour; but if the uniform 
gratitude and affection of t'IVo human beings, can be any 
recompense for such a distinguished act of ,alour, you may 
command om' lirns, and employ them in your sernce." 

"Father," answered Sophron, "you infinitely o-rnrra.te 
the service which chance has enabled me to perform. Any 
man who had been ,Yitness to your distress, ""onld have 
attempted your rescue, and, as to all the rest, the darkness 
of the night rendered it a -work of little difficulty or danger." 
Sophron then recounted to bis new friends the accident 
which had brought him to that unfrequented spot, and made 
him an unperceived witness of their captivity; he also 
explained the nature of the stratagem by which, alone and 
unsupported, he had been enabled to disperse their enemies. 

With mutual professions of esteem, they thought it pru
dent to terminate a, conversation, which, however agreeable, 
'i'i'as not entirely free from danger, as some of their la.ic 
oppressors might happen to distinguish their voices, and, 
thus directed to their lm·king-place, take revenge for the 
terrors they had undergone. 

With the first ray of morning the three companions arose, 
and Sophron leading them along the skirts of the mountains 
where bushes and brushwood concealed them from obsen:i
tion, and still following the windings of the riYer as a guide, 
they at length came to a cultivated spot, though deserted 
by its inhabitants through fear of the party they had lately 
escaped. Here they made a slight and hasty repast upon 
some coarse provisions which they found, and immediately 
struck again into the woods, which they j ndged safer than 
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the plain. But Sophron fortunately recollected that he had 
formerly visited this village with his father, while yet a child, 

and before the country had suffered the rage of barbarous 
invasions. It was a long day's march from home, but, 
by exerting all their strength, they at length arrived, throug11 
rough and secret paths, at the hospitable cottngo ,..-hero 

Sophron and his parents dwelt. Here they were joyfol]_v 

received, as the long absence of the young man had much 
alarmed his parents, and made all the hamlet anxious con
cerning his sa.fety. That night they reposed in a place of 
~,1Cety; and the next morning, after n, plontifol bnt co:1r.,C' 

repast, the father of Sophron again congratulated his guests 
upon their fortunate escape, and 011treated thorn to let him 
hear the history of their misfortunes. 

"I ca.n refuse nothing," said tho venerable stranger, "to 
persons to w·hom I am under such extraordinary obligations, 
although the history of my life is short and simple, and 

contains little "orthy to be recited. 
"lviy name is Chares. I "as born iu one of the maritime 

cities of Asia, of opulent parents, '.Yho cliecl while I 1rns yet 
a youth. The loss of my parents, to whom I was most 
affectionately attached, made so strong an impression upon 
rny mind, that I determined to seek relief in tra.vel, and, for 
that purpose, sold my paternal estate, the price of which I 
cou-rerted into money ancl jewels, as being most portable. 
)I_,- father had been a man distinguished for his knowledge 
and abilities; and from him I imbibed an eur]y clcsire of 
improvement, which has always been my greatest comfort 
ancl support. 

"The first place, therefore, which I visitecl was Egypt, a 
country reno\\~ned in every age for its discornries in the arts 
,...-hich contribute to support or adorn human life. 1.'hcre I 
rcsidecl several years, giving up my time to the study of 
philosophy, and to the conversation of the many eminent 
men who resorted thither from all parts of the world. This 
country is one immense plain, dividecl by the Nile, one of 
the noblest rivers in the worlcl, that pours its tide along the 
midst of the land. Every year, a.t a particular season, the 
stream begins gradually to swell, with such an increase of 

,..., 
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waters, that at length it rises over its banks, and the whole 
valley of the river becomes an immense lake, where buildings, 
temples, and cities, appear as if floating upon the water. 
The ornrfl.owing of their river is a day of public r~joicing to 
all the natives. They celebrate it with songs and dances, 
and every mark of joy. Nor is this to be wondered at, 
,-rhen you are informed, that this inundat10n abundantly 
fertilises the soil. "\Vhatever land is covered by the waters 
receives such an increase of fertility as never to disappoint 
the hopes of the industrious husbandman. The instant the 
waters have retired, the farmer returns to his fields, and 
begins the operations of agriculture. These la,bours are not 
very chfficult in n soft and yielding slime, such as the river 
lenses behind it. The seeds are so,-rn, and germinate with 
inconceivable rapidity; and, in a few weeks, an abundant 
hanest of eyery kind of grain covers the land. :B'or this 
reason all the necessaries of life are easily procured by the 
inhabitants of the country. But, alas! these blessings, 
great as they may appear, produce the effect of curses 
upon the inhabitants. No one is here inflamed with the 
sacred love of his country, or of pub]ic liberty; no one is 
inured to a,rms, or taught to prefer his honour to bi8 hfc. 
The great business of existence is an inglorious indolence, a, 

lethargy of mind, and a, continual exemption from all ex
ertion. Hence this celebrated country, ,vhich has been in 
every age the aclminition of mankind, is destined to the 
most degrading senitude. A few thousand disciplined 
troops are sufficient to hold the entire country in bondage, 
under which it groans, unable to defend itself." 

"Unhappy people," exclamcd Sophron, "how useless io 
them are all the blessings of their lot ! llow much rather 
,rnuld I inhabit the storruy top of Lebanon, than ,-rallow in 
such a coUlltry, or breathe an air infeded by its Yices ! " 

"I was of the same opinion with yourself," continued 
Oharos, "and therefore determined to learn a, country ,Yhich 
all its natlual advantages could not render agreeable, when 
I became acquainted with the manners of its inhabitants. 
But, before I quitted that part of the globe, my curiosity 
led me to visit the neighbouring tribes of Arabia; 11 nation 



bordering upon the Egyptians, bnt as different in spll'1t 

and manners as the hardy shepherds of these mountains, 

from the effeminate natiYcs of the plains. Egypt is bounded 

on one side by the sea; on every other it is surroundecl by 

immense plains or gentle eminences, which, being beyond 

the fertilising inundations of the Nile, have been, beyond 

all memory, converted into waste and barren sands by the 

e::s.cessive heat of the sun. I therefore made preparations 

for my journey, and hired a guide, ·who was to furnish me 

with beasts of burden, and accompany me across those 

dreary deserts. "\Ve accordingly began our ma,rch, mounted 

each upon a camel, ,, hich are found much more useful than 

horses in such a, bluning climate. 
" , V" e soon reached the confines of the fertile plains of 

Egypt. The way, as ,,e proceeded, grew more and more 

dreary and disagreeable, yet was sometimes varied with 

little l ufts of trees and scanty patches of herbage ; but 

these at length entirely disappeared, and nothing vrn.s seen 

on e-rery side but an immense e::s.tent of barren sane.ls, 

destitute of vegetation, and par<;hcc.l by the continual heat 

of the sun. No solmd w·as hearcl to interrupt the clreary 

silence that reigned around, no traces of inhabitants could 

be found, and the gloomy uniformity of the prospect 
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:inspired the soul 1rith melancholy. In the meantime, the sun seemed to shoot down perpendicular rays upon Olli' heads, without a cloud to mitigate its violence. I felt a blli·n:ing fever take possession of my body, my tongue w·as scorched with :intolerable heat, and it was in vain I endeavoured to moisten my mouth with repeated draughts of water. At night we came to a little rising ground, at the foot of which we perceived some aquatic herbs and a small quantity of muddy water, of which our camels took prodigious draughts. Here we spread Olli' tents> and encamped for the night. "\Vith the morning we pursued Olli' journey; but had not proceeded for, before we saw a cloud of dust that seemed to rise along the desert ; and, as ,ve approat:hec1 nea,rer, we easily distinguished the glitter of arms ihat reflected the rising sun. A band of .A.rabs had discoycrecl us, and ca,mo to know our intentions. As they advanced, they spurred their horses, which bounded along the desert with the lightness of antelopes; at the same time they brandished their lances, and seemed prepared alike for war or peace. But when they saw that ,,e had neither the intention nor the power to commit hostilities, they stopped their COlli'Sers at the distance of a few paces from us; and he that appeared the chief aclrnnced, and inquired into the reason of our coming. I addressed him in his own language, to which I had for some time applied. myself before my jolll'ney. I explained to him the curiosity ,Yhich led me to obserrn in person the manners of a people, who are celebrated over the whole world, for having presened their nati-ve simplicity unaltered, amidst the reYolutions which agitate all the neighbolli·ing nations. I concludccl by telling how I had come a painful journey, unur111ed, and almost alone, to put myself into their pov;·er, and demand the sacred. rights of hospitality. 
" 1Vhile I was thus speaking, the chief looked. at me with a penetration that seemed to read into my Yer_v soul; and when I had finished, he extended his arm with a. smile of benevolence, and. wtlcomed me, telling me at the same time, that the tribe aclmiLted me as their guest, ancl receiYecl mo with the arms of friendship; that their method of life, like 



their manners, ,vas coarse and simple, but that I might con
sider myself as safer in their tents, and more removed from 
violence or treachery, than in the crow·ded cities which I 
had left. The rest of the company then approached, and 
all saluted me as a friend and brother. We struck off 
across the desert, and, after a few hours' march, approached 
the encampment where the Arabs had left their wiYes and 
children. 

"'l'he Arabs of the desert inhabit a climate vvhich would 
be intolerable to the rest of the human species, for its 
burning heat, and a soil ,rhich refuses to furnish any of the 
necessaries of life. Hence they neither plough the earth 
no.r so,,, nor depend upon corn for thefr sustenance, nor 
are acquainted " ·ith any of the mechanic arts. They live 
e;hiefly upon the milk of their herds and flocks, and some
times cat their flesh. The bm·ning deserts they inhabit 
are stretched out to an immense extent on every side, and 
these they consider as their common country, without having 
any fixed or permanent place of abode. Ariel and barren 
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as are these \Yilds in general, there are various spots more 
productive than the rest; here are found supplies of water, 
and some appearances of vegetation; and here the Arabs 
encamp till they have exhausted the spontaneous products 
of the soil. The Arab is unacquainted with the appliances 
of civilised life, or, if he knm,s them, he despises their 
possession. He contents himself with a bare sufficiency of 
the coarsest and simplest food, and the small quantity of 
clothing which he requires in such a climate is fabricated 
by the women of the tribe, who milk the cattle and prepare 
the food of their husbands. They ha·rn a breed of horses 
remarkable for gentleness, patience, and swiftness; these 
horses form the particular pride of the Arabian tribes. 
They nre necessary to them in their warlike expeditions, 
and in their journeys through the deserts. If they are 
attacked, they mount their steeds, which bear them ,nth 
the rapidity of a tempest to a·rnnge their injuries, or, should 
they be overmatched in fight, transport them beyond the 
possibility of pursuit. Troops accustomed to the plenty of 
a cultirnted country are little able to pursue these winged 
warriors o-,er the whole extent of their sandy ,,astes." 

Here the impatience of Tommy, which had been increasing 
a considerable time, could no longer be restrained, and he 
could not help interrupting the story, by addressing l\Ir. 
Barlow thus :-" Sir, will you give me leave to ask you a 
question ? " 

l\Ir. BARLOW. As many as you choose. 
Tol\LllY. In all these stories I barn heard, it seems as if 

those nations who possess little or nothing, are more goocl
natured, and better, and braver, than those who have a 
great deal. 

l\'Ir. B. This 1s indeed sometimes the case. 
T. But then, why should it not be the case here as well 

as in other places? Are all the poor in this country better 
than the rich ? 

"It would seem," answered l\fr. Barlow, smiling, "as if 
you were of that opinion." 

T. Why so, sir? 
}'),fr. B. Because, whatever you want to have done, I 
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observe, that you always aduress yourself to the poor, and 

not to the rich ? 
T. Yes, sir; but that is a different case. The poor are 

used to do many things which the rich never do . 
l\fr. J3. Are these things useful or not useful? 
T. Why, to be sure, many of them are extremely useful, 

for I find they cultivate the ground, to raise corn, and 

build houses, and hammer iron, which is so necessary to 

make everything ,,e use; besides feeding cattle, and dressing 

our food, ancl washing our clothes, and, in short, doing 

eyerything ,Yhich is necessary to be dono. 
:Mr. E . "\Vhat ! do the poor do all these things? 
T. Yes, indeed, or else they never ,Yould be done. For 

it would be a yery ungenteel thing to labour at a forge like 

a blacksmith, or hold the plough like a ploughman, or build 

a house like a brieklayer. 
JUr. E. So according to your idea w·e come no farther 

than this; the rich do nothing and produce nothing, and 

the poor everything that is really useful. Were there a 

whole nation of rich people, they would all be starved like 

the Spaniard in the story, because no one would condescend 

to produce anything; and this would happen in spite of all 

their money, unless they hacl neighbours who were poorer 

to supply them. Ent a nation tba,t -n·as poor might be 

industrious, and gradually supply thernsehes ,vith all they 

wanted; and then it ,rnuld be of little consequence whether 

they bad pieces of metal with heads upon them or not, 

You ,Yill find, howeYer, that the rich have work to do as 

,Yell as the poor, if they have only energy and industry to 

a<.:cornplish their duty. Eut this conversation has lasted 

long enough at present ; and, as you are now going to bed, 

I dare say ::..\Iiss Simmons vrill be so good as to defer the 

remainder of her story until to-morrow. 



CHAPTER XVI. 
TOMMY'S EXPLOITS ON IIORSEBA.CK-IIIS DISASTER- :UEETING WITIT THE 

IIIGIILANDER-RESCUE OF IIA.RRY'S PET LA::UB-TIIE IIIGIILA.NDER IN• 
VITED TO MR. !IIERTON'S IIOUSE-TIIS STORY-TIE IS RECOGXISED DY 
:MISS SI:UJIONS, 

Trrn next day Tommy rose before bis father and mother ; 
and, as his imagination had been forciby acted on by the 
description he had heard of the Arab horsemen, he desired 
that his little horse might be saddled, and that William, 
his father's man, would attend him upon a ride. U nfor
tunately for Tommy, his ,irncity was greater than his 
reason ; and his taste for imitation was continually leading 
him into some mischief or misfortune. He had no sooner 
been introclucecl into the acquaintance of genteel life, than 
he threw aside all his former habits, and burned to distin
guish himself as a most accomplished young gentleman. 
He was no-\V, in turn, sickened and disgusted ,vith fashion
able affectation; and his mind, at leisure for fresh im
pressions, was ready to catch at the first new object which 
occurred. The idea, therefore, which presented itself to 
his mind, as soon as he opened his eyes, was that of being 
an Arabian horseman. N oihing, he imagined, could equal 
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the pleasure of guiding n, fiery steed owr those immense 

and desolate wastes ,Yhich he had heard described. In the 

meantime, as the country where he wished to exhibit ,ms 

rather at too great a, distance, he thought he might ,Yin 

some fame eyen upon the common before his father's 

house. 
Full of this idea, be rose, put on his boots, and sum-

moned \Villiam to attend him. ,rilliam had been too 

much accustomed to humour all his caprices, to make ::my 

difficulty in obeying him ; and as ho had often ridden e:ut 

with his young master before, he did not foresee the least 

possible inconvenience. But the maternal care of :Mrs. 

;.Icrton had made it an indispensable condition ,Yith her 

son, that he should ne·rnr presume to ride with spurs; and 

she had strictly enjoined all the serYants ne·rnr to snpply 

him ,Yith those dangerous appurtenances. Tommy had long 

murmurec.l in secret at this prohibition, which, seeming to 

imply a distrust of his abilities in horsemanship, sensibly 

wounded his pride. But, since he had taken it into his 

head to emulate the Arabs themselws, and perhaps excel 

them in their own art, he considered it as no longer possible 

to endure the disgrace. But, as he was no stranger to the 

strict injunction which had been giYen to all the scrwnts, 

he did not dare to make the experiment of soliciting their 

::u:sistance. 
\Yhile he was in this embarrassment, a, new aud sudden 

expedient presented ito;elf to his fertile genius, ,vhich he 

instantly resoh-cd to adopt. Tommy went to his mamma's 

maid, aml, ,nthout difficulty, obtained from her a, couple of 

1 he large1::,t sized pins, which ho thrust through the leather 

of his boots; and, thus accoutred, he mounted his horse 

without suspicion or obsorrntion. 
Tommy had not ridden far, before he began to giYe yont 

to hi~ ruling passion, and asked '\Yillimn if he had ewr 

seen an Arab on horseback? \Villiam's answer suiliciently 

proYccl his ignorance, which Tommy kindly undertook to 

remorn by gi,ing him a, detail of a.11 the particulars he 

had heard the 1Jreceding night. J3ut, unfortunately, the 

eloquence of Tommy precipitated him into a, dangerous 
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experiment ; for, just as he was describing their rapid flight 
across the deserts, the interest of his subject so transported 
him, that he closed his legs uuon his little horse, and 
pricked him so severely, that the pony, who was not de
ficient in spirit, resented the attack, and set off with him at 
a prodigious rate. 

vVilliam, ,-rhen he saw his master thus bm·st forth, was at 
a loss "·hether to consider it as an accident, or only an 
oratorical grace ; but seeing the horse hurrying along the 
roughest part of the common, while Tommy tugged in vain 
to restrain his course, he thought it necessary to endeayour 
to overtake him, and therefore pursued him ·with all the 
speed he could use. But the pony, whose blood seemed to 
be more and more inflamed by the violence of his mm. 
exertions, ran the faster when he heard the trampling of 
another horse behind him. 

In this manner did Tommy scamper over the common, 
whi]e ,Villiam pursued in vain; for, just as the servant 
thought he had reached his master, his hors0 would push 
for,rnrd with a rapidity that left his pursuer far behind. 
Tommy kept his scat with laudable address ; but he now 
began seriously to repent of his o-,-rn ungoYerna.ble ambition, 
and would, ·with the greatest pleasm·e, ham exchauged his 
own spirited steed for the dullest ass in England. 

The race had endured a considerable time, and seemed to 
be no nearer to R. conclusion, when, on a sudden, the pony 
t:urned short, upon an attempt of his master to stop him, 
and rushed precipitately into a large bog, or quagmire, 
,Yhich lay in his ,vay. Here he made a momentary halt, and 
Tommy wisely embraced the opportunity of letting himself 
slide oif upon a soft and yielding bed of mire. The servant 
now came up to Tommy, and rescued him from his dis• 
agreeable situation; where, howeYer, he had receirncl no 
other damage tban that of daubing himself all over. 

William had been at .first ,u·y much frightened at the 
danger of his master; but when he saw that he had so 
luckily escaped unhurt, he cou]d not help asking him, with 
a smile, whether this too was a stroke of Arab horseman
ship! Tommy ,yas a little provoked at this reflection upon 
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his riding, but, as he had now lost something of his 
irritability by repeated mortification, he wisely repressed 
his passion, and desired William to catch his horse, while 
ne returned homewards on foot to warm himself. The 
servant, therefore, endeavoured to approach the pony, 
which, as if contented with the triumph it had obtained 
over its rider, -was quietly feeding at a little distance ; but 
the instant William approached, he set off again at a violent 
rate, and seemed disposed to lead him a second chase, not 
inferior to the first. 

In the meantime Tommy walked pensively along the 
common, reflecting on the various accidents which had 
befallen him, and the repeated disappointments he had. met 
.,,,-ith in all his attempts to distinguish himself. ,Vhile he 
,ms thus engaged, he overtook a poor and ragged figure, the 
singularity of whose appearance engaged his attention. It 
,ms a man of middle age, in a dress he had never seen 
before, with two poor children that seemed with difficulty 
to keep up \Tith him, ,Yhile he carried a third in his arms, 
whose pale, emaciated looks sufficiently indicated disease 
and pain. The man had upon his head a coarse blue bonnet 
instead of a hat ; ho ,ms -wrapped rom1d by a tattered kind 
of garment, striped with ·rnrious colours; and at his side 
hung clown a long and formidable s-word. 

Tommy suryeyed him ,-rith so much earnestness, that at 
length the man took notice of it ; and, bo,Ying to him -with 
the greatest ciYility, Ycntured to ask him if he had met ,vith 
any accident. Tommy ,,as not a little pleased with the 
discernment of the man, ,,ho could distinguish his import
ance in spite of the dirtiness of his clothes, and therefore 
mildly answered, " No, friend, there is not much tho matter. 
I have a little obstinate horse that ran away with mo, and, 
af~er trying in vain to throw me down, he plunged into the 
nmldlc of that great bog there ; and so I jumJ_Jed off for fear 
of being swallowed up, otherwise I should soon ha,e made 
him submit ; for I am used to such things and don't mind 
them in the lcast.' 1 ' 

. Herc the child that the man \"Vas carrying, began to cry 
b1ttcr1r. nnc1 i.hc father cnclcns011rccl to pacify him, but in 
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vm.n. "Poor thing," said Tommy, "he seems to bo 
mnrnll; I am heartily sorry for him!" "Alas, :Master," 
answered the man, "he is not well, indeed; he has now 
a nolent ague fit upon him, and I have not hacl a morsel of 
bread to give him, or any of the rest, since yesterday 
noon." 

Tommy was naturally generous, and now his heart was 
unusually softened by the remembrance of his own recent 
distresses; he therefore pulled a shilling out of his pocket, 
and ga,e it to the man, saying, "Here my honest friend 
here is something to buy yom' child some food, and I 
sinc-erely "·ish he may soon recover." "God bless your 
sweet face ! " said the man, "you are the best friend I ha·rn 
seen this many a day; but for this kind assistance, we might 
hn.Ye been all lost." He then, -with many bows and thanks, 
struck across the common into a different path, nnd Tommy 
went forward, feeling a greater pleasure at this litt,lc act 
of humanity, than he had experienced among all the fine 
acquaintance he had lately contracted. 

He had ,,alked a very little way before he met with a 
new adventure. A flock of sheep came running, ,nth all the 
precipitation which fear could inspire, from the purnuit of a 
large dog, and just as Tommy approached, the dog had 
overtaken a lamb, and seemed disposed to devom' it. 
Tommy was naturally an enemy to a11 cruelty; and there
fore, running towards the dog, -with more alacrity than 
prudence, he endeavoured to drive him from his prey ; but 
the animal, probably despising the diminutive size of hi. 
adversary, after growling a little while and shm,ing his 
teeth, 1Yhen he found that this vrns not su:flJcient to deter 
Tommy from intermeddling, entirely quitted the sheep, and, 
making ;1 sudden spring, seized upon the skirt of 'romrr..y's 
coat, which he shook with e-rnry expression of rage. Tommy 
behaved with more intrepidity than could have been expected; 
for he neither cried out, nor attempted to run, but made 
strenuous efforts to disengage himself from b:is enemy. 
The contest was so unequal, howernr, that it is probable he 
would have been seYerely bitten, had not the honest stranger 
whom he had relieved, come running up to his assistance, 



and, seeing the danger of his benefactor, laid the dog dead 

at his feet by a fuTious stroke of his broadsword. 
Tommy, thus delivered from impending danger, expressed 

his gratitude to the stranger in the most affectionate manner, 

and invited him to accompany him to his father's house, 

,vhere ho and his wearied chiltlren should receive whatever 

refreshment they wished. He then turned his eyes to the 

1a.mb ,vhich had been the cause of tb.e contest, and which 

lay panting upon the ground, bleeding and wounded, but 

not to death. He remarked, with astonishment, upon the 

little creature's fleece, the w·ell-lmO\Yn characters, H. S., 

accompn:nied with a cross. "As I live," said Tommy, "I 

believe thi::, is the very lamb ,vhich Harry used to be so 

fonc.l of, and which would somr,times follow him to 1\Ir. 

Barlow's. I am the luckiest fellow in the world, to have 

come in time to rescue it; and now, perhaps, Harry may 

forgive me all the ill-usage he has met with." Saying this, 

he took the 1amb up ancl kissed it with the greatest tender

ness ; nay, ho ,vould hnive even borne it home in his arms, 
X 
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had it not been rather too heayy for his sireugth; but the 
honest stranger, with a grateful officiousness, offered hi~ 
senices, and pre-vailed on Tommy to let him carry it, while 
he delivered his child to the biggest of his brothers. 

At a little distance from h1s home, Tommy met his father 
and l\fr. Barlow, who had left the house to enjoy the 
morning air before breakfast. They were surprised to see 
him in such a condition; for the dirt, which had bespattered 
him from head to foot, began to dry in various places, and 
gave him the appearance of a farmer's clay-built wall in the 
process of hardening. But Tommy, without giving them 
time to make inquiries, ran affectionately up to ]Ur. Barlow, 
and, taking him by the hand, said, "Oh, sir! here is the 
luckiest accident in the world! poor Harry Sandford's 
favourite hrnb would hn,ve been killed by a great mis
chievous dog, if I had not happened to save his life!" 
"And vd10 is this honest man," said J\Ir. :Merton, "whom 
you have picked up on the common? He seems to be in 
distress, and his famished children are scarcely able to drag 
themselves along." "Poor man!" answered Tommy, "I 
am very much obliged to him; for, ·when I went to save 
Harry's lamb, the dog attacked me, and ,vould have hurt 
me very much, if he had not come to my assistance, and 
killed him 11ith his great sword. So I have brought him 
with me, that he might refresh himself, with his poor children, 
one of whom has a terrible ague; for I knew, papa, that though 
I had not behaved well of late, you would not object to 
my doing an act of charity." "I am, on the contrary, very 
glad," said l\Ir. :lYierton, "to see you have so much gratitude. 
But what is the reason that I see you thus disfigm·ed with 
dirt ? Surely you must have been riding, and yom' horse 
has thrown you ? And here is William following, with both 
the horses in a foam." 

\Villiam at that moment appeared, and, trotting up to 
his master, began to make excuses for his own share in the 
business. "Indeed, sir," said he, "I did not think there 
was the least harm in going out with :Master Tommy, and 
we were riding along as quietly as possible, and l\Iaster w·as 
giving me a long account of the Arabs, who, he said, lived 



'l'OMMY'S DU'RUDEXCE REBUKED . :107 

iu the finest country in the ,Yorld, whic;h does nt" produce 
anything to eat, or drink, or wear, and yet they nernr want 
to come upon the parish, but ride upon the most mettled 
horses in the world, fit to start for any plate in England. 
And just as he ,ms giving me this account, Punch took it into 
his head to run away, and while I was endeavouring to catch 
him, he jumped into a quagmire, and shot l\Iaster Tommy 
off in the middle of it." "No," said Tommy," there you 
mistake; I belieYe I could manage a much more spirited 
horse than Punch, but I thought it prudent to throw myself 
off, for fear of his plunging deeper into the mire." "But 
how is this?" said l\Ir. :Merton, "the pony used to be very 
quiet; w·hat can have given him this sudden impulse to nm 
awa_y? Surely, \Villiam, you ,Yere not so imprudent as to 
trust your young l\Iaster with spurs ? " " No, sir," 
answered \\Tilliam, "not I; and I can take my oath he had 
no spurs on when ,,e first set out." 

l\lr. l\Icrton was conYinced there ,rns some mystery in 
this transaction-and, looking at his son to find it out, he at 
length discowrcd the ingenious contrivance of Tommy to 
supply the place of spurs, and could hardly preserrn his 
graYity at the sight. He howe,er mildly set before him his 
imprudence, which might ha,e been attended with the most 
fatal consequences, the fracture of his limbs, or eYen the 
loss of his life, and desired him for the future to be more 
cautious. They then returned to the house, and l\Ir. 
l\Ierton ordered the servants to supply his guests "\Yith 
plenty of the most notll'isbing food. 

After breakfast they sent for the unhappy stranger into 
the parlour. His countenance now bespoke his satisfaction 
and gratitude, and l\Ir. :l\lerton, who by his dress and accent 
<lisco,crecl him to be a Scotchman, asked by what accident 
he ha.cl thus wandered so far from home ,{ith these poor 
helpless children, and bad been reduced to so much misery? 

"Alas! your honom'," answered the man, "my tale is 
simple and uninteresting, and I fear there can be nothing 
in the story of my distress, the least deserving of your 
attention." 

"Sm,ely," said irr. :Merton, kindly, "there must be 
X 2 
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somethiug in the distress of every honest man \Yhich ought 
to interest his fellmY-men; ancl if you \"rill acquaint us ,nth 
all the circumstances of your situation, it may perhaps be 
in our pow~r, as it certainly is in om· inclination, to do you 
farther ~erv1ce." 

The man then. bowed to the company ,,ith an air of 
<l.ignity which surprised them all, and thus began:-" I was 
born in the North of Scotland. The country there, partly 
from the barrenness of the soil, and the ii:clemency of thr 
climate, ancl partly from other causes which I will not now 
enumerate, is U11farnurable to the existence of its inhabitants. 
1'Iorc than half tho year our mountains arc cornred \Yith 
continual sno·ws, whlch pre,~cnt us from cnltfrnting the 
lnncl, ancl spoil the expectations of a harrcst. Yet the race 
of men who inhabit these drear,r Y,ilcls are, perhaps, not 
more undeserving the smiles of fortU11e than many of their 
happier neighbours. The highlanders lorn their natiYe 
mountains ,nth n ,,nrmth of affection which is scarcely 
known in the midst of polished cities and cultivated countries. 
Erery mn.n there is more or less acquainted "ith the history 
of his clan, and the martial exploits which they ha,e per
formed. In the winter season ,rn sit around tho blazing 
light of our fires, and commemorate the glorious actions of 
our ancestors; the children catch the sound, and consider 
thcmsclyes as interested in supporting the honour of a 
ualion, which is yet unsullied in the annals of tho woeld. 

"I sec, gentlemen," continued the Highlander, "that you 
nppc;1r surprised to hear a man, \Yho has so little to recom
mend him, express himself in rather loftier language than 
you are accustomed to among your peasantry here. But 
you should remember, that a, certain degree of education is 
moro general iu Scotland than ,;-here you li\·o; ancl that, 
mrnting almost all the gifts of fortune, "e cannot afford 
to suffer those of nahll'o to remain uncuitirnted. ::'IIy father 
f:!fl\V that the determined bent of m,r temper ,ms to,Yards 
n military life, ancl thought it yain to oppose my inclinations. 
J.?or my part l was determined to become a, soldier. 

" One night in the autumn of the year, as ,ve were 
seated ronncl tbe embers of our fire, \TC heard a, knocking 
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al· the door. ::iiy father rose; aml a man of n, rnajeslit: 

presence came in, and requested permission to pass the 

night in our cottage. He told us he was an English officer 

,rho had long been sta.tioned in the highlands ; but no-w, 

11 pon the breaking 01.1t of w·ar, be hacl been sent for in 

haste to London, whence be ,Yas to embark for America, a::; 

soon as he could be joined by his regiment. 'This,' said 

he, ' has been the reason of my traYelling later than pru

dence permits, in a, mountainous country ,,ith whic.:h 1 am 

imperfectly acquainted. I have unfortunately lost my ,,ay, 
and, but for your kindness,' aclclecl be, smiling, ' I mu::;t 

here begin my campaign, and pass the night upon n, bed of 

heath amid ihe mountains.' :i\Iy father rose, ancl recei,ecl 

the officer with all courtesy-for in Scotland e,ery man 

i. hinks himself honoured by being permitted to exercise his 

ho::;pitality. Ifo told him hi ::; accommodations were mean 

and poor, but ,Yhat he bacl ,ms heartily at his ,isitor's 

senice. He then seut me to look after the guest's horse, 

and r-ct bef'OTe him f'lome mi1k ancl oaten brearl, whfrh were 
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all the dainties ,ye possessed. The officer, huwc-rcr, seemed 
to cat "·ith an appetite as keen as if he had been educated 
in the highlands; and, although his air and manners pro-reel 
that he could be no stnmger to a more delicate wn,y of 
living, not a, single ·word fell from him that intimated be 
had e,er been used to better fare. 

"During the cn~ning, our guest entertninccl us ,nth 
yarious accounts of the dangers he had alrcncly escaped: and 
the senice he had seen. He particularly clesc:ribccl the 
manners of the sn.-rngc tribes he ,,,-as going to encounter in 
America, and the nature of their warfare. All this, accom
panied ,1ith the tone and look of a man ,vho ,ms familiar 
with great e-rents, and had borne a, considerable share in all 
he related, so inflamed my military ardour, that I 'has no 
l011gc1· a1Jle to repress it. The stranger perceiYecl \"Yhat ,Yas 
p~l~::;i11~· in my mind, and, looking at me with an air of 
compa;:;;sion, asked · if that young man was intended for the 
senice?' }\Iy colour rose, and my heart swelled at the 
question. 'Ihe look and manner of our guest had strangely 
interested me in his farnur, and the natural grace and 
simplicity lfith w·hich he related his own exploits, put 1110 

in mind of the great men of other times. Could I but 
march under the banners of such a leader, I thought 
nothing "'\"\Ould be too arduous to be achieved. I saw before 
me a long perspecti-rn of combats, difficulties, and dangers; 
something, hm,ev-er, ,,hispered to my mind that I should 
be successful in the end, and support the reputation of our 
name and clan. Full of these ideas, I sprm,g forward at 
the question, and told the officer, that the darling passion 
of my life would be to bear arms under a chief like him ; 
and that, if he would allow me to enlist under his command, 
I should be ready to justify his kindness by patiently sup
porting every hardship, and facing every danger. ' Young 
man,' replied he, with a look of kind concern, ' I should 
ill repay the hospitality I haYe receiYcd from your parents, 
if I suffered you to be deceived in ;rour opinion of the 
military profession.' He then set before me, in the 
strongest language, all the hardships which would fall to 
my lot ; the clangers of the field, the pestilence of camps, 
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the slow consuming fever of hospitals, the insolence of 
command, the irksomeness of obedience, and the uncer
tainty that the exertions of even a long life would e-vel' 
lead to the least promotion. 'All this,' replied I, trem
bling with fear that my father should take advantage of 
these just representations to refuse his consent, ' I knew 
before; but I feel an irresistible impulse within me which 
urges me to the field. The die is cast for life or death, and 
I will abide by the chance that now occurs. If you, sir, 
refuse me, I will enlist with the first officer that will accept 
me ; for I will no longer wear out life in the solitude of 
these mountains, without even a chance of gaining applause, 
or distinguishing my name.' 

" I will pass over the affecting scene I had to undergo in 
taking leaye of my family and friends. It pierced me to 
the very heart ; and then, for the first time, I almost 
repented of being so near the accomplishment of my wishes. 
I ,--ras, howeyer, engaged, and determined to fulfil my engage
ment; I therefore tore myself from my family, having with 
c1ifEcL1lty prevailed upon my father to accept part of the 
money I had received for my enrolment. I reached London 
without any accident, ,--rhence I embarked, and arrived, 
without any other mishap than a horrible sickness, at the 
place of our destination in America. Here I joined my 
gallant officer, Colonel Simmons, who had performed the 
Yoyage in another ship." 

:l\Iiss Simmons, who was present at this narration, seemed 
to be much interested at this mention of her own name; 
she, however, di(l not express her feelings, and the stranger 
proceeded with his story. 

"The gentleman was, with justice, the most beloved in tlic 
British army. Inflexible in everything that concerned tl10 

honour of the service, he never pardoned wilful misbehaviour, 
because he knew that it was incompatible with military dis
cipline; yet, when obliged to punish, he did it -with such re
luctance, that he seemed to suffer almost as much as the 
criminal himself. But his heart had taught him another 
lesson in respect to private distresses of his men. He visited 
t:12m ~i: c-:c~:11022-, rclicwd. their miscric~, and was a niggard of 
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nothing but human blood. But I ought to correct myself 
in that expression, for ho ,,as rashly la;rish of his own ; and 
to that we Oile his untimely loss. 

"I had not been long in. America before the Colonel, 
who was perfectly acquainted 11ith the language and manners 
of the sayage tribes that border upon ihc British colonies, 
was sent on an embassy to one of their nations, for tho 
purpose of soliciting their alliance with the British. It 
may not, perhaps, be uninteresting to you, gentl_emen, and 
to my little niaster, to he:1r some account of a people whose 
manners and customs are so much tho reyerse of what you 
see at home. As my 11orthy officer chose me to accompan:--· 
him, I will describe some of the most curious facts "·hich r 
was witness to. 

"You have, doubtless, heard many accounts of the sur
prfaing increase of the English colonies in America; m.1d 1 when we reflect that it is scarcely a hundred years sinCl' 
some of them were established, it must be confessed t1w1. 
they have macle rapid impro·rnments in clearing the ground: 
:mcl bringing it to cultivation.* Yet, much as they ba-rc 
already clone, much of the c01mtry is sijll au immense 
forest. The woods extend on every side, to a, distance that 
no human sagacity or observation has been able to deter
mine; they abound in e,ery species of tree ,,hich you see in 
England, besides a great rn.riety unknown among us. 
Under their shade is genern,lly found a, rich luxuriouc; 
herbage, w·hich serves for pastm·e to a, thousand herds of 
animals. Here are seen elks (:t kind of deer of the largest 
size), and buffi1loes (a species of "·ild o:x:), by thons:mds, 
:md eYen horses, ,, hich, lrn,Ying been Ol'iginally brought over 
by tbe Spanjards, ha,rn escaped from their settlements, and 
multiplied in the woods-" 

"Dear me," said Tommy, "tbn,t must be a fine c01mtry 
\Yhere borses run wild; why, a rna,u might ha,e one for 
nothing " " And yet," s:1id l\Ir. :Merton, "it ,i;-oulcl be but 
of little use for a person to ha-re a, ,nld horse, Yrho js not 
able to manage a, tame one." 

"' lb must bo rcmcmbcrou th :1t the Ili~hlan,lcl' tlcscril.Jc, Xorlh America as it 11fl" 11carly a centnry a~o . ' 
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'rommy mac.1c no answer; and the Highlander proceeded: 

"But the greatest Clll'iosity of all this country is, in my 

opinion, the Yarious tribes or nations which inhabit it. 

These various tribes inhabit little villages, generally situated 

upon the banks of rivers; and, though they culfrrntc small 

portions of land around their to'itns, they derive the greater 

part of their subsistence from the chase. In their persons 

they arc rather tall and slender, but admirably \Yell pro

portioned and acti,-e, and their colour is a pale red, e:xact1y 

resembling copper. Accustomed to roam about the \Ycods, 

and brave the inclemencies of the weather, and continually 

exposed to the attacks of their enemies, they acquire a 

degree of courage and fortitude, which can scarcely be con

ceived. It is nothing to them to pass whole clays ,,;-ithout 

food, to lie ,\hole nights upon the bare damp ground, and 

to swim the ,,idest rivers in the depth of winter. They 

:.1ttach great value to superior courage, ::mcl boc1i1y per

it.'ctious; and therefore these alone are able to engage their 

:.;~teem. I i:;hall never forget the contempt which one oi' 

their chiefs expressed at seeing an officer who was rather 

corpulent, at the head of his men. 'What fools,' said he, 

'arc these Europeans, to be commanded by a man ,,;-ho is 

so unwieldy, that he can neither annoy his enemies, nor 

defend his friends, and who is fit only to be a scullion!' 

"\\Then they arc at peace, they exercise the -rirtue of hos

pitality to a degree that might shame more polished nations. 

If a stranger arriYe at any of their tO\vns, he enters into the 

first 1rn.bi.lation he pleases, and is sure to be entertn.inecl 

with all tho family possess. 
"But if their manners arc gentle in l)eace, these people arc 

more dreaclf1 L1, when proYokecl, than all the \\ildest animals 

of the forest. Bred up from infancy to suffer no restraint, 

and to give an unbounded indulgence to their passions, 

they 1mo,,; not what it is to forgiYe those who ha-vc injured 

them. They lo-re their tribe with an unparallelled degree of 

affection; for they are ready to suffer every hardship ancl 

danger in its defence . 'Ih.ey scruple 11ot 111 the least to 

defy ,...-om1cls, and pain, aml even cleath itself, as often as 

t1H' interest of the country to which they arc so much 
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attached is concerned; but the same attachment renders 
them implacable and unforgfring to nil their enemies. They 
seem to ha,e many of the -ri.rtues and the -rices of the 
ancient Spartans. 

"To one of these tribes, called the Ottigamies, was 
Colonel Simmons sent as an ambassador, accompanied by a 
few more officers, and some printte soldiers, among "·hom 
I had the honour to be included. We pursued our march, 
for se,eral days, through forests "·hich seemed to be as old 
as the ,Yorld itself. Sometimes we were shrouded in such 
obscurity from th0 thickness of the co,ert, that ,,e could 
scarcely see the light of hea,en; sometimes we emerged 
into spacious meadows, bare of trees, and co,ered ,,itb the 
most luxuriant herbage, on which -were feeding immense 
herds of buffaloes. These, as soon as they snuffed the 
approach of men, hastily ran into the SlliTOunding woods; 
many, however, fell beneath our attack, and ser,ecl us for 
food during Olli' journey. At length we came to a wide 
and rapid rirnr, upon whose banks we found a party of 
friendly sn.vages, with some of whom we embarked upon 
canoes made of the bark of trees, to proceed to the country 
of the Ottigamies. 

" After three clays' incessant rowing, w·e entered a spacious 
lake, upon whose banks were encamped a considerable 
portion of the nation ,,·e sought. We landed, and ,-.;-ere at 
once conducted to the assembly of the chiefs, W'ho were 
sitting upon the ground, with their arms beside them; therr 
was in their countenances and eyes an expression of fero
cious grandeur ,Thich would bar-e daunted the boldest 
Em·opean. 

"As soon as Olli' leader entered the circle, he produced 
JJhe calumet, or pipe of peace. This is the uni,eral mark of 
friendship and alliance among all the barbarous nations of 
America; and he that bears it is looked upon with so much 
respect, that bis person is always safe. This calumet is 
a, long and slender pipe, ornamented with beautiful feathers, 
ingeniously fi.rnd along the tube; the bowl is composed of 
a peculiar kind of reddish marble, and fil1ed ,Yith scented 
herbs rrnc1 tobacco. 
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(( Colonel Simmons lighted his l?ipe with grcn.t solemnity, 

,rn(l turning the bowl first tO\·rnrcls the heavens, then to the 

earth, then in a circle round him, he began to smoke. In 

the meantime the whole assembly sat with mute attention, 

waiting to hear his proposals. Though we call these people 

savages, yet in some respects they well deser·rn to be 

imitated by more refined nations. In all their meeti11gs 

and assemblies the greatest order and regularity prevni]. 

Whoe,er rises to speak, is sure of being patie11tly heard to 

the end witl,out the least interru1Jtion. 

" Our leacler then began to harang1ie them in their own 

language, "jth which he was ,rnll acquainted. I did not 

1mdersbnd what vassed, but it was after"-ards explained to 

me that he set before their eyes the injuries they ha(l 

mutually rereii-ed from tbe French and the tribes in their 

alliance~ He toltl them that their great father (for so 

i. hc<;c J)eople call the king of England) had taken up the 

hatchet of ,rnr, and wns sending an innumerable bm1cl of 

,rnniors to })1mish the insults of his enemies. Ile told 

t1wm that he had ordered him to ,isit the Ottigamies, l,is 

dutiful childre11, and smoke with them the pipe of peace. 

He inYited then· young men to ,ioin foe warriors from 

bcyoncl the ocean, who were marching to bury the bones 
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of their brethren, slain by their mutual foes . ,\7hen be kLcl conclndcd, he flung upon the ground a curious string of shells, called tho belt of "\V mnpum. 1'his is a necessary circumstance in all tbe treaties made with these tribes. \\~hoe,-er comes as an ambassador brings one with him to present to the people \Yhose friendship is solicited ; and, if the belt is accepted, the proposed alliance iti considerccl as entered into. 
"As soon f!S our leader had finished, a chief of a sbi Ui'L' superior to i.he common race of men, and of a, most deierrninccl look, jumped into the middle of tbe assembly, and, tnbng 11p the belt, cried out in their language-' Let us march: my brethren, with the young men of our great father! Let us dig up the hatchet of ,nr, and reYenge the bones of om· countrymen ; they lie unburied, and cry to us fo1· Ycngcanre ! \Ve \Yill not be deaf to their crics-,i;-c will sliake off all clelays--,Yc will approrn oursehes worthy of our ancestors-we will drink the blood of our enemies, and spread a feast of carnage for the fowls of the air and the wild beasts of the forest!' This resolution was approved by the whole nation, who consented to the war 1\·ith a L:roeious joy. The assembly was then dissoh·ed, and i.lic chiefs prepared for their intended march according to the customs of their country. 

"All the sa.Yage tribes inhabiting A mcricn, arc accw:::tomed to rnry little clothing in time of wnr. Inured to the inclemencies of the \Yeather, and being in the constant exercise of all their limbs, tbey cannot bear the restraint and confinement of an Europea~1 dress. They paint then:sehes in various fashions, to give additional terror to then· looks. 
"It was determined by those wbo go,,-ernccl," continued the Highlander, " that we should mnrch through the woods upon a, distant expedition n.gajnst the French. The conduct of this enterprise was gfren to a, bra.Ye but rash commander,* totally uuacquainted with tbc people he had to oppose, and unskilled in the nature of a san1gc \Ynr. 1V c there. 
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fore begP..n our march through the trackless wilds I have 

described ; and proceeded for several days, without any 
other difficulties than the nature of the country itself 

produced, and without seeing the face of an enemy. It 
\Yas in vain that officers of the greatest experience, and 
particularly my worthy Colonel, suggested to our com
mander the necessity of using every precaution against a 
dangerous and insidious foe. 

'· War is not managed, amid the forests of America, iu 
1 he s::i.me manner as upon the plains of Europe. The 
temper of the people there conspires with the nature of the 
conn.try to render it a continual scene of stratagems and 
surprises. Unencumbered with tents, or baggage, or numer
ous trains of artillery, the hostile ,varriors set out in sma1 l 
and chosen parties, with nothing but their arms, and arc 
continually upon the watch to deceive their enemies. Long 
experience has taught them a great degree of sagacity in 
trrwersing the woods. Neither the widest rivers, nor the 
most extensiYe forests, can retard them for an instant. A 

march of a thousand miles is scarcely to them a greater 
difficulty than the passage of an European army between 
two neighbotll'ing tm,ns. The -woods themselves afford 

i.hem a continual supply of provisions, in the various 
animals they kill. When they are near their enemies, they 
frequently hll'k all day in thickets, for fear of a discovery, 
nnd pul'Sue their march by night. Hundreds of them 
sometimes pursue their course in the same line, treading 
only in each other's steps, and tho last of the party carefully 
covers the impressions ,-.;-hich his fellows have made. When 

they are thus upon the point of accomplishing their pur
pose, tho Yery necessities of nature are unheeded. They 
cease to fire upon the beasts of the forest, lest it should 
alarm the foe. They feed upon the roots or the bark of 
trees, or pass successive days in a perfect abstinence from 
food. Ali. this our Colonel represented to the General, 
and conjured him, with the strongest entreaties, not to 
h~zarcl _the s~fety of our army by an incautious progress. 
he aclnsccl hun to send out numerous detachments to beat 
the bushes and examine the woods ; and offer.eel himself to 
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secure the march of the army. But presumption is always 
blind . Our General was unacquainted with any other than 
EuTopean warfare, and could not conceive that naked 
savages would dare to attack an army of two thousand 
disciplined troops. 

" One morning, the vrny before us appeared more intricate 
and obscure th::m usual. The forests did not consist of 
lofty trees, which afford a tolerably clear prospect betYrnen 
their trunks, but were composed of creeping bushes and 
jmpervions thickets. The army still marched with the 
min ostentation of military dis6pljne, but totally unpre
pared. for the dreadful scene ,vhich followed. At length ,,e 
entered a gloomy valley, surrounded on every side by the 
thickest shade, and rendered swampy by the over.fiowings of 
a little rivulet. It was impossible to continue our march 
without disordering our ranks; and part of the army ex
icnclecl itself beyond the rest, while another part of tho 
line involuntarily fell behind. 

The officers were employed in rectifying the disorder of 
their men, when a sudden noise of musketry was heard in 
front, and about twenty of our men -were in an instant 
stretched upon the field . The soldiers instinctizely fired ju 
the direction whence they were attacked, and instantly fell 
back in disorder. But it was equally min to retreat or go 
fonrnrcl, for it now appeared that we ,rnre complctclr 
hemmed in. On every side resounded the fatal peals of 
scattering fire, that thinned ouT ranks and extended. om· 
bra,est comrades on the earth. Figure to yourself a shoal 
of fishes, inclosed ,Yithin the net-a herd of deer, sm·
roundud on every side by a band of ac~iYe and unpitying 
hunters, ,1ho press and gall them c011tmually, and extor
niinate them at leisure in their flight-just such was the 
situation of our unfortunate countrymen. After a few 
unarniling volleys, the ranks were broken, and all sub
ordination lost. The ground was covered with gasping 
wretches, and stained with blood; the woods resounded 
with cries and groans, and fruitless attempts of om· gallant 
officers to rally their men, and check the progress of the 
enemy. By intervals was heard1 more shrill, more dreadful 



than all the rest, the dismal yell of the victorious sa,vages, 
1rbo now, emboldened by their success, began to leave the 
covert, and he,v clown the fugitives -with unrelenting cruelty. 
J\ s to myself, tbe description which our Colonel ha,d giyen 
me of their method of attack, and the precautioI).s to ho 
used against it, rendered me perhaps less disturbed than I 
should other,Yisc }rn.ve been. I remarked that those ,vho 
stood ancl those who :O.ed ,-rnre exposed to equal danger. 
Those who kept their rank, and endeavoured to repel the 
c'nemy, exposed their persons to their fire, and ,verc suc
ecssi, ely shot down, as happened to most of our unfor
t mrnte officers; while those who fled frequently rushed 
headlong upon the very death they sought to ttvoid. 

" Pierced to the heart at the sight of such a carnage of 
my gallant comrades, I g1:ew indifferent to life, and aban
doned myself to despair; but it was a despair that neither 
impaired my exertions, nor robbed me of the faculties of 
my mind. 'Imitate me,' I cried, "my ga1lant countrymen, 
and we sha11 yet be safe.' I then directly ran to the 
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nearest tree, and sheltered myself behind its stem, con
vinced that this precaution alone could secure me from the 
incessant volleys which resounded on eYery side. A small 
number of Rigblanders followed my example, and, thus 
secured, we began to fire with more success at the enemy, 
who now exposed themselves with less resene. This check 
seemed to astonish and confound them, anrl had not the 
panic been so general, it is possible that this succcssfu l 
effort might have chn,nged the fortune of the fight; for, in 
:mother quarter, the American troops that accompanied us 
beba,,-ed 1.rith the greatest bravery, and, though deserted by 
the European forces, effected their own retreat. 

"But it was now too late to hope for Yictor,r, or e-rcn 
snfety. The ranks w·ere broken on every side, the greatcl' 
part of our officers slajn or wounded, and our unfortunate 
General himself had expiated "ith his life his fatal rashness. 
I cast my eyes around, and saw nothing but images of death 
and horror, and frantic rage. Yet e·rnn then the safety of 
my noble Colonel ,··rns dearer to me tban my OiYn. I sought 
him for some time in vain, amid the Yarious scenes of carnage 
,Yhich surrounded me. At length I disco1ered him at a 
distance, almost deserted by his men, yet still attempting 
to renew the fight, and heedless of the "ounds which 
covered him. Transported with grief and passion, I imme
diately darted forward to ofI'er him my feeble support; but 
in the wry instant of my arrival, he received a straggling 
ball in bis breast, and, tottering to a tree, supported his 
fainting limbs against the trunk. J m1t a.t that moment, 
three of our savage enemies observed his situation, and 
marked him for their prey. They raised their hideous yell, 
and darted upon him with the speed and fierceness of 
wolYes. Fury then took possession of my soul. Rad I 
possessed a thousand liYes, I should haYe helcl them cheap. 
I fired with so unerring an aim, that I stretched the fore
most on tho earth. The second received the point of my 
bnyonet in bis breast, ancl \\Tithed in the pangs of death. 
'rl1e third, daunted by the fate of his companions, turned 
his steps another way. 

"Just then a horse, tbut had lost his rider was galloping 
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along the wood. I bounded across the path, and, seiz,ing 
him by tbe brid]c, inclllced my leader to mount him. 

"Fortunately for me we were not observed by any of om 
sas:ige enemies; so that, flying through i he thickest part 
of the forest, we ldt the cbnger behind, aud were soon 
remoYecl beyond tbe sight or hearing of tLe battle. 
'Courage,' said I, 'my noble leader! you :we now almost 
iu safety, and I tnLSt you will yet do weJl.' He answered 
me with the bndost expressions, but with feeble voice; 
'I have consented to fly,' he said, 'more for the sake of 
preserving your life, than from any hopes of my own; but 
since we are now in safety, let me alight; I have consumed 
my small remaining forces in the way, and am faint from 
loss of blood.' He sank down, and would have fallen, but 
I received him in my arms; I bore him to the next thicket, 
::md, strewing grass and leaves upon the ground, enclea.vourecl 
to prepare him a bed. lie th:mkccl me again ·with gratitude 
and tenderness, and grasped my hand as he lay in the very 
agonies of death; for death it ,,as, although I believed he 
had only fajntecl, and long tried every ineffectual method to 
restore departed life. Thus was I deprived of the noblest 
officer and kindest friend that ever deserved the attachment 
of a soldjer. Twenty years ha;ve now rolled over me since 
that inauspicious day; yet it lives for ever in my remem
brance, and never shall I forget it." The Highlander turned 
mrn,y to hide a tear. The company seemed all to share his 
grief, but l\Iiss Simmons more than the rest. However, as 
the natural gentleness of her temper was sufficiently known, 
no one suspected that she had any particular interest in 
the story. 

"I sat till night," continued the stranger, "supporting the 
breathless body of my colonel, and vainly hoping he might 
return to life. At length I perceived that bis noble soul 
was fl.eel for ever; my own wounds grew stiff and painful, 
and exhausted nature required a supply of food. I there
fore rose, and finding a, spring that trickled clown a hill at 
no great distance, I refreshed myself by a copious draught, 
and ,,ashed the clotted blood away from the hul'ts I had 
received. I then crushed some leaves, and bound them 

y 
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on "\;ith bandages which I tore from my linen. I also 
found a few ,vilcl fruits, ,,·hich past experience had taught 
me were harmless, ancl with them I allayed the pains of 
hunger. I then returned to the wood, and, creeping into 
the thickest part, endeavoured to compose myself to rest. 

" Three nights and days did I remain in the wood, in 
continual dread of the savage parties who scom·ecl the forest 
in pursuit of stragglers, and often passed so near my place 
of ·retreat, that I gave myself over for lost. At length, on 
the fourth evening, fancying myself a little restored, and 
that the activity of the enemy might be abated, I ventured 
out ::md pursued my march. I scarcely need describe the 
various difficulties and clangers to which I was exposed 
in such a jom·ney; however, I still had my musket with me, 
and, as my ammunition w·as not quite exhausted, I depended 
upon the woods themselves to supply me with food. I 
travelled the greater part of the night, involving myself 
still deeper in these inextricable forests ; for I ,,as afraid 
to pursue the direction of our former march, as I imagined 
tho savages were dispersed along the country in pursuit of 
the fugitives. I therefore took a direction as nearly as I 
could judge parallel to the English settlements, and incliniug 
to the south. In this manner I forced my w·ay along the 
woods all night, and with the morning had reason to think 
that I had advanced a considerable distance. 

"I pursued my march through the thick, gloomy country, 
,vithout meeting a human creature; and at night I cut, 
with a hatchet that I had about me, some boughs, with 
v;hich I erected a temporary shelter. The next clay, as I 
was pursuing my march, I saw a deer bound by me, u1Jon 
wh ')Se shoulders was seated a panther, a fierce and destructive 
animal resembling a tiger. This creature, which is about 
the size of a moderate clog, ascends the trees, and hides 
himself among the branches till a deer, or any other animal 
that he can master, passes 'i'i'ithin his reach. Ile then darts 
with a s:udden spring full upon the neck or shoulder of tbe 
unfortun11,te animal, which he continues tearing, with so 
much violence, that ho soon kills him. This was actually 
the case w·ith the poor deer that passed me i fol' he had no·t 



run a hundred yards before he fell clo\vn. in the agonies of 
death, and his destroyer began to regale himself upon the 
prey. I saw that this ,,as a lucky opportunity of supply
ing myself with food for several clays. I therefore ran 
to,,ard.s the panther, ancl by a violent shout made him 
abandon his -victim, and retire growling into the woods. I 
then kindled a fire with leaves and sticks, and cutting off a 
large slice of ,cnison, I plentifully refreshed myself for my 
journey. I packed up as much of the rnost fleshy parts of 
the body as I could conveniently carry, ancl abandoned the 
rest to wild beasts. 

"It "-as here that an accident befol me, ,,hich I will 
relate for its singularity, both in respect to the dangers I 
incurred, and my method of escape. As I \\as journeying 
on, I disco-rerecl a great light that streaked the skies with 
an angry kind of illumination. I looked round me to 
discover the cause of this strange appearance, and beheld, 
·with equal horror and astonishment, that the whole country 
behind me \\as in flames. In order to explain this appear
ance, I must obserrn, that the plains or prairies in America 
produce a mnk, luxuriant vegetation, the juices of which 
are exhausted by the heat of the summer's sun. It is then 
as inflammable as straw or fodder, and when a casual spark 

y 2 
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of fire communicates "·ith it, the flame frequently drives 

before the wind for miles together, and consumes everything 

jt meets. This -was actually the case at present. As far as 

my eye could reach, the country ,ms all in flames; a powerful 

wind added fresh fury to the fire, and droYe it on with a 

degree of swi.ftness which precluded all possibility of flight. 

I must confess that I ,vas struck with borror at the sudden 

approach of a <l.eath so new, so dreadful, so unexpected! 

I saw it was in "\"ain to fly; the :flaming line c-xtendecl for 

several miles on eYery side, ancl ac.hanced ,Yith such velocity, 

tb3.t I considered my fate as inevitable. I looked round me 

with a kincl of mute despair, and began to envy the fate of 

my comrades who bad fallen by honom·able wounds ,in 

battle. Already did the conflagration scorch me in its 

approach, accompanied by clouds of smoke that almost 

suffocated me. In this extremity, Proviuence presented to 

my mind a thought, which: perhaps, was the only possible 

method of escape. I considered that nothing could stop 

the conflagration but an actual want of fuel ; and there

fore, by setting fire to the vegetables before me, I might 

follow my own path in safety. I struck a light, and pre

sently kindled the driest grass before me. The conflagration 

spread along the country. The wind dro-rn it on ,vith incon

ceivable fury, and I saw the path of my deliYerance open 

before my eyes. In a few seconds, a considerable space 

was burnt before me, which I traversed with the speed of 

n man flying from instant death. :My feet were scorched 

with the glowing soil, and several times I bad been nearly 

suffocni-ed with the pursuing smoke; but every step I made 

convinced me of the certainty of my escape; and, in a little 

time, I stoppec.l to look at the conflagration I had avoided, 

which, after proceeding to the point ,..,-hence I set out, was 

extinguished, as I had foreseen. 
"I pursued my w·ay," continued the Uigb]ancler, "and 

lodrrccl at nig11t, as usual, under some boughs which I stuck 

up 0to sl1elter me. In tho morning I set out again; and 

soon arrired at n spacious lake, upon whoso banks I could 

plainly discern the signs of nn Indian encampment. I 

besitatccl some time, ,,hcthcr I shoulcl again conceal myself 



111 tf1e woods, or cle]iyer· myself up to the mercy of the 
srrrnges. But I considered that it was impossible long to 
continue this wandering life; and that, in the end, I must 
lrn,Ye recourse to some of these tribes for assistance. \Vhat, 
therefore, must be clone at last, it was fruitless to delay; I 
hacl ernry reason to imagine, that the people before me must 
either be fo.,ourable to Great Britain, or at least indifferent 
to the war ; and in either case, from the experience I 
possessed of the manners of the natiYes, I did not think I had 
much to fear. I therefore determined to hazard everything 
upon tho probability of a farnurable reception, and, col
lecting all my resolution, I marched boldly forward, and 
soon arriYcd at the encampment. 

"As soon as I entered the village, the women ancl 
children gathered round me with the curiosity natural to 
mankind at the ::;ight of au unaccustomed object. I formed 
a fayournblo conjecture from this apparent ignorance of 
Elll'opcans, and walking on ·with a composed step ancl 
steady counte-n::mcc, I at length entered one of the largest 
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cabins I could find . When I was within, I sa,,;- a venerable 
old man, ·whom I took to be a chief, from his appearance, 
sitting at his case upon the ground, and smoking. I 
saluted him 11ith respectful couTtesy, and plac:ed rnyse]f 
upon ihe grom1d, at some little distance, \Yaiting 1Yith 
inward anxiety, but external composm'e, for him to begin 
the conYersation. After he had eyed me for some time 
,vitb fixed attention, but \Yithout either sternness or anger, 
he took the pipe from his mouth and presented it to me. I 
receiYcd it ,,·iih infinite satisfaction; for, as I ham before 
remarked, this is al \\"ays ,Yith the American tribes the 
fieme;:;t pledge of peac:e ·and a friendly reception. 

""\Vhen ,rn had thus been seated for some time in mutual 
contemplation of each other, he asked me, in a dialed 
which 1 understood tolerably ,-rcll, io eat. I did not think 
it pntll('nt to refose any offered civility, and therefore 
r.<:cepted the offer; and, in a little time, a young ,Yomtm, 
\,·ho \Yas in the back part of the hut, set before me some 
broi]cd fish and parched maize. .After I hnd cntcn, my 
friendly host inquired into my country and the reasons of 
my visit. I ,vas just enough acquainted 1Yith the language 
he spoke, to be able to understand him, and to gi.rn an 
intelligible, i11ough imperfect answer. I therefore explainetl 
to him, as 11ell as I \Yas able, that I had crossed ihe grc:1t 
,-rater, ,riih tho ,...-arriors of iho King of Britain; 1.liat ,rn 
bad been compelled to talrn up tbo lmlchet against tho 
French and their allies, and that we bad actually set out 
upon an expedition against their colonies ; but tl1at ,Yo 
had been surprised by a lurking party in the woods; that, 
iI! the confusion of the fight, I had been separated from the 
rest, and had Yrnnclered se-rernl clays through foe ,,-oocls in 
search of my cornmclcR ; and that no,,, seeing 1. ho 1.cni.s of 
my brethren, i.hc lkll JHen, I bacl come to yi::;it them, aml 
smoke 1.he pipe ol' peace in 1.hcir company. 1\ll ihi::; 1 
wiLh some tlilliculLy c:x plained i.o my eni.crlaincr, \\ ho 
listened io me with grerrt attention, ancl then bade me 
welcome in the name of hi::; 11ntion, which he told rno 1\ ::s 
called the Snukics; he added, 'that their young men ,Yero 
dispersed through the ,rnocls, hunting tho deer and buffalo, 



TIU: lllG-JlLA.~DER AMONG TUE S.A.UKIES. 327 

but they would soon retm·n loaded ,\·ith provisions, and in 

the meantiir,e I might share his cabin, and such provisions 

as he had.' I thanked him for his offer, and remained 

seyeral dayR in his hut, always entertained with the same 

hospitality, until the return of the young men from hunting. 

They came at last, in seYeral boats, along the lake, bringing 

with them a considerable quantity of ·wild beasts which 

they had killed. I was receiYed by all the tribe with the 

same hospitality I had experienced from the olcl chief; and, 

as it was necessa,ry to gain their friendship as much as 

possible, I joined them. in all their hunting and fishing 

parties, and soon acquired a considerable degree of skill 

in both. 
" 'Ihe Saukies Imel been long at war with the Iroquese, u 

powerful tribe of Indians, in the interest of the French. 

'fhc Iroquese had receiYecl intelligence of the situation of 

the Saukic·encmnpmcut, ancl determined to surprise them . 

For this purpose, a thousand warriors set 0ut by a secret 

march through the woods, and trayell&._' with the silence and 

celerity peculiar to these nations. "\V hen they had nearly 

approached the hunting-grounds of their enemies, they 

happened to be discornrcd upon their march by four 

warriors of another nation, ,vho instantly suspected their 

design, and, running ,rith greater diligence than it was 

possible so large a body could make, arrived at the encamp

ment of the Saukies, and informed them of the near approach 

of their enemies. A great council was instantly assembled 

to deliberate upon the choice of proper measures for their 

defence. As they were incumbered ,Yith their families, it 

was impracticable to retreat w·ith safety; and it seemed 

ecinally difficult to resist so large a force with inferior 

numbers. 
'· "\Yhile they were in this uncertainty, I had the good 

for~une to fincl out a resource, ,Yhich, being adopted by the 

nation, was the means of their safety . I obsened that the 

passage to the Saukic cam1), for the Iroquese, by along a 

11:llTO\\- s1ip of lancl \rhid1 C;\.tcnclcll for near a. mile between 

two, lakc::i. I therefore ::uhiscc1 the Saukics to cast up a 

slrong barric1· a.t the cml of the vassage, which I shm-rnd 



them how to strengthen ,vith ditches, palisades, and some of 

the impro,,-ements of European fortification. Their number 
of warriors amounted to about four hundred ; these I 

divided into equal bodies, and leaYing one to defend the 

lines1 I placed the other in ambuscade along the neigh
bourmg ,Yoocls. Scarcely ,,ere these dispositions finished, 

before the Iroqucse appeared, and, imagining they were 
rushing upon an unguarded foe, entered the defile ,vithout 

hesitation. As soon as the "hole body were thns impru
dently engaged, the other party of the Saukies started from 

their hiding-places, and, running to the entrance of the 
strait, threw up another fortification, and had the satisfac
tion to sec the whole force of their enemies caught in a trap. 
The Irog11ese soon perceiYed the difficulty and dauger of 

escape. They, howeyer, b~h:.r,ed \fith extraordinary com
posure. The lakes were at that time frozen over, yet not so 
hard as to permit them to effect a passage o,er the ice; and 

though a thaw· succeeded in a short time, it 11as equally 
impracticable to pass by swimming, or on rafts. For three 

days, therefore, the Iroquese remained quiet in this disagree
able situation; and, as if they bad nothing to apprehend, 
amused themselrns all this time ·with fishing. On the fourth 

morning they judged the ice sufficiently dissolved to euect 
their escape; and therefore, cutting do11n some trees 11hich 
grew 11pon the strait, they formed them into rafts, and 
embarked their \fhole force. But this could not be done 
without the knowledge of the Saukics, ,·d10 despatched a 

considerable body of vrnrriors to oppose their landing. It 
is unnecessary to relate all the horrid particulars of the 
engagement ,,,-hich ensued; I 11·ill only mention, that the 
Iroquese ut length efiected their landiug ,-.,-ith the loss of 
balf their number, and retreated precipitately to their 01,n 
conn.try, leaYi11g behind them all the furs and skins which 
i.hey had tnken in their lmnti11g. ~J.1he share I had had in 

thi8 succcis~, gained me t11e Aiemb11ip of all tho nation, 
:rnd i.hey i.ouk lcn,e oC me ,,,-ith e,ery expression of esteem, 

and a, considerable present of -raluable furn. 
"These, gentlemen, are the most important a,nd interesting 

events of my life; and, as I have already trespassed toe 
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,ong upon your paLi1'11l:C. l ~hall now hasten to dra,,T my 

story to a conclusion. 1U'ter this, I ,Yas employed in various 

parts of America and the "\Vest Indies, during the rest of 

the war. I suffered hnrclsbjps nncl clifficulties innumerable, 

and acquired, as my father hacl foretold, a little ,yjsclom at 

the price of a consicleraHe quantity of blood. \\'"hen the 

war ·was cndccl, I forn1d myself nearly in the same situation 

as ,Yhen it began, but for tlie present of rny friendly Saukies, 

,Yh1d1 I tmnecl into money aml remillccl to Eng1ancl. I 

now began to feel my military enthusiasm abated, aml, 

basing J_)ermission to lcaYc the scnice, I embraced that 

opportunity of returning to my country, fully determined 

to spend the remainder of my life amicl my family and 

friends. I found my father ancl mot"b.er still liyi.ng ; they 



:r:eceived me in the fondest manner. I then employed the 
little fund I had acquired, to stock a farm, which I rented 
in the neighbourhood, and where I imagined my care and 
industry would be sufficient to ensure llS all a comfortable 
subsistence. Some little time after, I married a virtuous 
ancl industrious young ,voman, the mother of the un
fortunate children who are so much indebted to your 
bounty. For some time I made a shift to succeed tolerably 
,wll ; but at length, the distresses of my country increasing, 
I foLmd myself involYed in the deepest po-rnrty. Se-reral 
years of uncommon se...-erity destroyed my cattle, the chief 
support of the Highlanders, and the scanty crops, l'i·hich 
were to supply us ,,ith food, rotted upon the ground. I 
cannot accuse myself of either -roluntary unthriftiness, or 
neglect of my business; but there are some situations in 
,,.-hich it seems impossible for human exertion to stem the 
torrent of misfortune. After ha,.-ing suffered, I think, eYery 
distress "·hich human nature can support; after ha,.-in6 seen my aged parents, and last, my clear, unfortunate ,,.-ifo, 
perish by the hardships of our situation, I took the reso
lution of abandoning, for ever, a country which seemed 
incapable of supporting its inhabitants. I thought that 
tho milder climate and more fertile soil of America might, 
perhaps, enable a wretched wanderer, ,...-ho asked no more 
than food for his starving children, to drag on, a little 
longer, a miserable life. ,Vith this idea I sold the re
mainder of my stock, and, after having paid my lancllorcl, l 
fou.ncl I had just enough to transport myself and family to a, 
new home. I reached a sea-port town, and embarked mth 
my children on board a, ship bound for Philadelphia. But 
the same ill fortune seemed still to accompany my steps; 
for a dreadful. storm arose, which, after ha.ving tossed our 
ycsscl during seYeral clays, wTeckccl us at length upon 1 he 
coast. All the crew, indeed, escaped ; and with infinite 
difficulty I sarnd. these dear but miserable infants, ,vho now 
accompany me ; but "·hen I reflect on my situation, ju a 
distant country, without resourceR, fricnd8, or hopr!'l, I nm 
almost inclinecl to thiuk that "e might all have ui;elJ 
happier in the bosom of the ocean." 



liere the Highlander iinishecl hi~ story, aucl all tue 
company ·were affected by the recital of his distresses. 
Tbcv all enclcnsourcd to comfort him ,,ith the kindest 
expi·cssions and promises of assistance ; but 1\Iiss Simmons, 
after she had ,,ith some difficulty composed herself enough 
to speak, asked the man if his name was not Andrew 
C1arnpbell? The Highlander answered, with some surprise, 
"It is." "Then," said she, "you 1Yill find that yon have a 
friend, with \Ybom, as yet, you arc not acquainted, but ,vho has 
both the ability m1cl the 1Yill to scrYe you. Tlrnt friend," 
added she, seeing all the company astouished, " is no other 
than my uncle. That Colonel Simmons, whom you have 
described with so much feeling and affection, \'i'as my 
father's brother, and consequently my uncle. It is no 
,,onder that the memory of such a rnau should be venerated 
by his relations. l }1aye often heard my uncle speak of his 
lJroiher's untimely cle:1th as the greatest misfortune ,Yhic:h 
eyer happened i,o our family ; and I h:we often seen him 
read, with tears in his eyes, many of the Colonel's letters, in 
which he speaks with the greatest affection of his faithful 
ILgl1hnder, Andrew Campbell." 

At these wonls tho poor Highlander, unable to repress 
the strong emotions of his mind, sprnug forsrnrcl in a sudden 
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transport of joy, and without consideration of circumstances, 
caught Miss Simmons in his arms, exclaiming, at the same 
time, " Praised be God for this happy and unexpected 
meeting! Blessed be my shipwreck itself, that has given 
me an opportunity of seeing, before I die, some of the family 
of my clear and worthy Colonel ! " and, perceiring l\Iiss 
Simmons confused at this abrupt and unexpected salutation, 
he added, in the most respectful manner, " Pardon me, my 
honoured young lady, for the improper liberty I ham taken; 
but I \"ms not master of myself: to find, nt a time ,,hen I 
thought myself the most forlorn and miserable of the human 
race, that I ,ms in company ,nth the nearest relation of the 
man 11hom, after my 011n father, I lrn;ve always lo,cd and. 
rernrcncccl most." l\Iiss Simmons ans,Ycred, with the 
greatest affa.bility, that she freely excused the warmth of bis 
affection, and that she would that very clay acquaint her 
uncle ,Yith this extraordinary event; and she did not dou.bt 
but that her uncle would come over with the greatest expe
dition to sec a person whom he knew so ,\·ell by name, and 
who could inform him of so many particulars respecting 
Colonel Simmons. 

CHAPTER XVII. 
TOlDff'S COXVERS.\.TIOX WITII 1.m. JURLOW-PRIDE A.ND ll.EPEXT.A.NC'E-

MR, B.1.RLOW'S MEDIA.TIOX wrrrr IIA.RRt' SA.?iDFORD. 

TnE company l1aving separa.ted, Tommy, \Tho had listened 
1\"-ith silent attention to the story of the Highlander, took an 
opportunity of following l\fr. Barlow, who was ,rnlking OL:t; 
aucl when he perceived they were alone, he looked a.t 1nm 
as if ]10 ]rn,d some weighty matter to disclose, but was unable 
to rriYe it uttern,nce. ]Hr. Barlow, therefore, turuecl towards 
hin{ ,..,.ith the greatest kindness, and taking him tenderly by 
the hand, inquired what he wnutccl to sar. "Indeed," 
ans\Yercd Tommy, almost crying, "I am scarcely able to tell 
you. But I have been a Yery bad and ungrateful boy, and 
I am afraid you no longer h:rn~ the same affection for me." 
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1'.fn. BARLOW. If you nro sensible of your faults, my little 

friend, that is rt very great step towards amending them. 

Let me therefore know ,vhat it is, the recollection of \Yhich 

'3.istresses you so much; and if it is in my power to assist in 

making you ensy, there is nothing, I am sure, " -bich I s11all 

refuse. 
TOMMY. Ob, sir! your speaking to me ,-vith so much 

goodness, hurts me a great deal more than if you were to 

be very angry; for, when people are angry and passionate, 

one does not so much mind wlrnt they say; but when you 

speak with so much kindness, it seems to pierce me to the 

very heart, because I know I have not deserved it. 

1\Ir. B. But if you are sensible of ha.Ying committed 

faults, you may resohe to behave so well for the future, as 

to deserve everybody's friendship and esteem. ]Tew people 

hre so perfect as not to err son1etimes; anc.1 if you are 

convinced of your errors, you will be more cautious how 

you fail into disgrace a second time. 
T. Indeed, sir, I am very happy to hear you say so. I 

,vill, then, tell you everything which lies so heavily upon 

my mind. You must know then, sir, that although I bn.ve 

lived so long with you, and, during all that time, you ba·rn 

taken so much pains to improve me in everything, and 

tench me to act well to ~verybody, I had no sooner quitted 

your sight than I became, I think, a worse boy than ever I 

was before. 
1\Ir. 13. But "by clo yon judge so severely of yourself, as 

to think you were become ,vorse than ever? Perhaps you 

have been a little thoughtless and giddy; and these arc 

faults from "·hich I cannot ,rith truth say you were ever 

free. 
'I'. No, sir; ,vhat I have been guilty of is infinitely -,-vorse 

than that. I ha;rn always been very giclcly and very 

thoughtless ; but I never imagined I cou1c1 have been the 

most insolent and ungrateful boy i..r1 the world. 
1\Ir. ]3. You frighten me, my little friend. Is it possible 

you can ham committed. actions that desen-e so harsh a 

name? 
'l'. You shall judge yourself, sir, for now I have begun, 1 
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am determrned to tell you all. You know, sir, that when I 
first came to you, I had a high opinion of myself for being 
born a gentleman, and a wry great contempt for everybody 
in an inferior station. 

:.Thfr. B . I must confess you haye always had some tendency 
to both these follies. 

T. Yes, sir ; but you ham so often laughed at me upon 
the subject, and shown me the folly of peo1)le's imagining 
them~cl-res better than others, 'iYithout any merit of ilieir 
own, tha,t I had grmYn a little wiser. Besides, I lrn.,·e so 
often observed that those I despised could do a -variety of 
things which I was ignorant of, while those ,..,-ho are min of 
being gentlemen can do nothing useful or ingenious ; so 
that I had begun to be ashamed of my folly. But since I 
came home, I have kept company with a great many fine 
young gentlemen and ladies, who thought themselves supe
rior to all tho rest of the world, and used to despise every 
one else ; and they haye made me forget everything I 
learned before. They persuaded me that it "·as necessary 
to be polite, and talked to me so often upon the subject, 
that I could no help belieYing them. 

:Mr. B. I am glad to hear that; it is necessary for eyery
bocly to be polite. They therefore, I suppose, instructed 
you to be more obliging and civil in your manuers than 
ever you ,..,-ere before. Instead of doing you any harm, ihis 
,rill be the greatest improvement you can receirn. 

T. No, sir, quite the contrary. Instead of icacJiing mo 
to be ciril and obliging, they harn made me ruder and worse 
behaved than eYer I ,..,-as before. 

:.Th1:r. B. If that is the case, I fear these fine you11g gentle
men and ladies undertook to teach you more than i.hey 
understood themselves. 

T . Indeed, sir, I think so myself. But I clid not think 
so then, and therefore I did ,rhatever I obsened them cln, 
and talked in the same manner as I heanl them -Lalk. They 
used to be al,..,-ays laughing at Harry Sandford, and I grew 
so foolish, that I did not choose to keep company with him 
any longer . 

. 1\fr. B. 'J'hat was a pity, because I n,m convinced he really 
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loves you. However, it is of no great consequence, for he 
has employment enough at home; and, however ingenious 
you may be, I do not think that he will learn how to manage 
his farm, or till his land, from your com·ersation. It will, 
therefore, be better for him to converse with farmers, and 
leave you to the society of gentlemen. Indeed, this, I 
Know, has ahrnys been his taste ; and, had not your father 
pressed him very much to accompany you home, he would 
hn,ve liked much better to hayc a-roided the visit. Ho\rnver, 
I will inform him that you have made other friends, aud 
advise him, for the future, to avoid your company. 

T. Oh, sir! I did not think you could be so cruel. I 
love Harry Sandford better than any other boy in the 
world; and I shall never be happy till he forgives me all 
my bad behaviour, and converses with me again as ho 
used to do. 

'.rommy then went on, and repeated, with great exactness, 
the story of his insolence and ingratitude, which had so 
great an effect upon him, that he burst into tears, and cried 
for a considerable time. He then concluded with asking 
1\Ir. Barlow if he thought Harry would be ever able to 
forgi-re him? 

l\.fr. B. I cannot conceal from you, my little friend, that 
you ha-re acted very ill indeed in this affair. However, if 
you are really asban1ecl of all your past conduct, and 
determined to ~Let better, I clo not doubt that so generous 
and good-natured a boy as HaTry is, \Yill forgive you all. 

T. Oh, sir! I should be the happiest creature in the 
world. ,Vill you be so kind as to bring him here to-clay, 
and you shall see bow I ·will behave. 

]Ur. B. Softly, Tommy, softly. vVhat is Harry to come 
hero for ? Ila.Ye you not insulted and abused him without 
reason; and at last proceeded so far as to strike him, only 
because he was giving you the best advice, and endea.vouring 
to preserve you from danger? Can you imagine that any 
human being will come to you in return for such treatment, 
at least till you ha;rn convinced him that you are ashamed 
of your passion and injustice, and that he may expect better 
usage for the future? 
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~I1. What then must I do, sir ? 
J\Ir. B. If you want any future connection with llarrj' 

Sandford, it is your business to go to him ancl i.ell him so. 
'l'. Y{hat, sir ! go to a farmer's, to expose myself before 

all J1is fo,rnily? · 
1\-Ir. B. Just now you to],1 mo yoa were ready to r1o 

C\'erytliing; mid yet y~, u cannot tnkc lhf' irn11ble o( Yi::ici nr•: 
yonr friend at J1is own l1011 sc. You thea imngiuc tl1:1t n. 
person does not expose himself by acting wrougly, lmt by 
acknowledging ::mcl amcmding bis faults? 

'11. But what vrnul<l e-rerybocly say if a young gentleman 
like me was to go and beg pardon of a farmer's son ? 

:Mr. B. They would probably say, that you h:we more 
sense and gratitude than they expected. However, yoL1 
are to act as you please; 1Yith the sentiments you still seem 
to entertain, Harry will certainly be a very unfit com
panion for you; a,ncl you will do much better to cultivate 
the now acquaintance you ha.ve made. 

JYir. Barlow was then going a1rny, but Tommy burst 
again into tears, and begged him not to go; upon which, ]\fr. 
Barlow sa.id, "I do not want to lea.ve you, Tommy, but our 
conversation is now at an end. You have asked my ad,ice, 
which I have given you freely. I have tol<l. you how you 
ought to act, if you would preserve the esteem of any good 
or sensible friend, or prevail upon Harry to excuse your 
past behaviour. But, as you do not approve of what I 
5uggested, you must follow your own opinion." 

" Pray, sir, pray, sir," said Tommy, sobbing, "do not go. 
I have used Harry Sandford in the most barbarous m:1m1er; 
my father is angry with me; and, if you desert me, I shall 
have no friend left in the world." 

:Nir. B. That will be your own fault; and therefore you 
will not deserve to be pitied. Is it not in your m,n powc:r 
to preserYe all your friends, by an honest confession of_' your 
faults ? Your father. will be pleased, Ilarry Sandfor<l. wil. 
heartily forgive you, and I shall retain the same good 
opinion of your character which I have long had. 

T. And is it really possible, sir, that you should have n 
good opinion of me, aJter all I have tol<l. you about myseJf? 



1\fr. B. I ham ahrays thought you a little vain and 
careless, I co:1fess ; but, at, the same time, T imagineJ. you 
bad both good sense and generosity in your character; 1 
depended upon tho first quality to make you see your 
faults, ancl upon the second to correct them. 

11. Dear Sir, I am yery much obliged to you ; but yon 
ha:rn ahrnys been extremely kind and friendly to mo. 

]Ur. B. Auel, therefore, I yesterday told your father, who 
is Yery much hurt at your quarrel with Harry, that though 
a sudden passion might haye transported you too far, yet, 
,-.,.hen you came to consider the matter coolly, you would 
perceirn your faults ancl acknowledge ihem; if you did not 
beharn in this mmmer, I O\n1ed I could say nothing in your 
f:_i,yom·. And I ,ms yery much confirmed in this opinion, 
"·hen I sa\\· the coura~o you exerted in the rescue of 
Harry's lamb, and the compassion you felt for the poor 
Highlander. "_\_ boy," said I, ",,;-ho has so many good 
impulses, can ncYcr pcrtiist in bad behaviour. Ho may do 
wroug l>y accident-, but he \\·ill be ashamed of his errors, 

1/, 
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and endensour to repair them by a frank and generous 
acknm··rledgment. This has ah,ays been the conduct of 
really great and eleYatecl minds ; 'iYhile mean :md gro
Yelling ones alone imagine that it is necessary to persist in 
faults they haYc once committed." 

'.11
• Oh, Sir! I will go directly, and entreat Harry to 

forgive me; I am convinced that all you say is right. But 
will you not go with me ? Do pmy, sir, be so good. 

l\Ir. B. Gently, gently, my young friend; you are always 
for doing everything in an instant. I am ycry glad yoLt 
have taken a resolution which ,,ill do you so much credit, 
and give so much satisfaction to your own mind; but, 
before you execute it, I think it will be necessary to speak 
to your father and mother upon the subject; and, in the 
meantime, I will go and pay a Yisit to :Farmer Sandford, 
aud bring you an account of Harry. 

T. Do, Sir, be so good; and tell Harry, if you please, 
that there is nothing I wish so much as to see him ; and 
that nothing shall crnr make me behave ill again. I ham 
heard, too, Sir, tlrn,t a poor Negro who came begging to us, 
saved Harry from the bull; if I could but find him out, I 
would be good to him as long as I lirn. 

l\Ir. Barlow commended Tommy rnry much for his 
thoughtfulness; and taking leaYe of bim, 11cnt to commu
nicate the conversation he had just had to JUr. JUerton. 
That gentleman felt the sincerest pleasure at the account, 
and entreated l\fr. Barlow to go directly to prepare Harry 
to receive his son. "Tha,t little boy," obscncd he," has the 
noblest heart that ever adorned a human being; nor shall I 
ever be happy till I sec my son aclrno,,ledging all his faults, 
and entreating forgiYencss; for, with the Yirtues that I ha;rn 
cliscm·crccl in him, Harry Sandford appears to me a more 
eligible friend aucl companion, than noblemen or princes." 

l\1r. Barlow therefore set oat on foot, though l\Ir. JHerLon 
would have sent his carriage and servants to atlcncl him, 
and soon arrived at l\1r. Sanclford's form. It was a pleasant 
spot, situated upon tho gentle declivity of a hill, at the foot 
of which ran a swift and clear little stream. ':L1he house 
itself was small, but ,Ynnn and convenient; furnished with 



the greatest simplicity, but managed mth perfect neatness. 
As :Mr. Barlow approached, he saw the owner himself 

guiding a plough through one of his own fields, and Harry, 
,,ho had no,, resumed the farmer, grueling the horses . 

J3ut when he sm, ::\Ir. Barlow coming across the field, Hnrry 

stopped his team, and, letting fa11 his \Yhip, sprang fonrnrd 
to meet him w·ith all the unaffected eagerness of joy. As 
soon as IIany ha(l saluted 11Ir. ]3arlO'iY, aml inquired after 
bis health, he askell ,,ith t.he greatest kindness after 
Tonmw. "For 1 fancy, Sir." said hr, '· by the direction in 
,,hich.· I sec you conie, )·ou haYc been ·at ~Ir. :Merton's 

house." -- Jndeecl I haw," replied l\Ir. BarlmY, "but I am 
Yerr sorry to find that Tommy ancl you arc not upon such 

good terms as formerly.'' 
1-LrnRL Inclcecl, Sir, I am Yery sorry for it m,sclf. 13ut I 

do not know that I ham giren l\°Jaster· ::\Ierton ai1y reason to 
change his sentiments about me ; and though I do not think 
he has treated me as he ought to clo, I haYc the greatest 

desire to he::i.r that lie is \Yell. 
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1\1:r. 'B. Tliat you might hare known yourscl( bad you 
not left l\Ir. JHerton's house so suddenly, ,ritb out taking 
leave of any one, eyen of your friend ],fr. l\Ierton, "TT""ho has 
ahrnys treated you with so much kindness. 

H. Indeed, ~ir, I should be ,cry unhappy i£ you think I 
baYe done ,uong ; but be so good as to tell me hmY I could 
na,o acted othenYise. I am Yery sorry to appear to accuse 
l\Iaster :l\Ierton, neither do I bear any resentment against 
him for what be has clone; but since you speak to mo upon 
the subject, I shall be obliged to tell the truth. 

l\Ir. B. ,Veil, Harry, let me hear it; you knm,· I slrn11 
be the last person to condemn you, if you do not desene it. 

1-I. You know, Sir, that I Vl·ent to l\Ir. l\Icrton's wry 
un"TT""illingly; for I thought there would be fine gentlemen 
and ladies there, who would ridicule my dress and manners ; 
and, though l\Iaster :Merton has been always ·rnry friendly 
in his behaviour towards me, I could not help thinking that 
he might gro,Y ashamed of my company at his oyrn house. 

]Ur. B. Do you wonder at that, Harry, considering iho 
difference there is in your rank and fortune ? 

H. No, Sir, I cannot say I do. But, in this particular 
case, I did not see any reason for it. I nernr requested 
:Hastcr :Merton to admit me to bis company or im·ite me to 
his house, because I kuew that I m:is born and brought 
up in a very inferior station. You 1,yere so good as to take 
me to your house; and if I 1rns then much in his company, 
it "TT""as because he seemed to desire it himself-and I ahrnys 
endeavoured to treat him with the greatest respect. 

J\fr. 13. ,Voll, Harry, I clo not much blame you, from 
what I ha,o heard of your conduct; but ,Yhy did you leayc 
l\Ir. l\Ierton's family so abruptly, without speaking to anr
body, or thanking l\fr. l\Ierton himself for ihc ciYilitics he 
had shmYn yon? \Vas that right? 

H. OlJ, clear Sir, I hn;rn cried about it sc,eral times, for 1 
tbiuk it must appear very rude and ungrateful to l\Ir. l\IorLon. 
But as to l\Iaster Tommy, I did not learn him while I 
ihouo·ht I could be of any use. But how could I go back 
to hi; house, after w-lrnt bad occurred ? I clid not choose to 
complain of him to l\lr. l\Ierton-and how could I be ham to 
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him as I had clone before, \'i·ithout being guilty of meanness 
and falsehood? And there.fore I thought it better to go 
home, and ask you to speak to l\Ir. l\Icrton, ::mcl entreat 
him to forgive my rudeness. 

I,Ir. B. "\Vell, Harry, I can inform you tha,t 1\1:r. :M:erton 
1s _perfectly satisfied on that account. But there is 0110 

circumstance you have not mentioned, my little friend, aml 
that is yom· saving Tommy's life from the fury of the 
enraged bull. 

II. As to that, Sir, I hope I should hayc clone the same 
for any human creature. But I belieye that neither of us 
woulcl° 1mm escaped, if it had not been for tho poor courngeous 
N ogro \Yho came to our assistance. 

JHr. J3. I sec, lforry, that you are a boy of a noble and 
generous spirit, ancl I highly appro-re of everything you 
haye clone. But are you determined to forsake Tommy 
l\Icrton for e,er, because he has once behayecl ill? 

II. I, Sir! no, I am sm·e. But, though I am poor, I do 
not desire the acquaintance of anybody that uespises me. 
Let him keep company with his gentlemen and ladies ; I am 
satisfied with companions in my O\Tll sta.tion. But surely, 
sir, it is not I that forsake him, but he that bas cast me off. 

]Hr. B. But if he is sorry for what he has clone, and only 
,Yishes to aclmmvledge his faults, and obtain your pardon?-

II. Oh, dear, Sir! I should forget eycrything in an instant. 
I kne\Y 1\Iastcr Tommy ,ms ahrnys a litt]c passionate and 
headstrong, but he is at the same time generous and good
natured; nor would he, I am sure, have treated me so ill, if 
he had not been encouraged to it by the other young 
gentlemen. 

1\Ir. B. Well, Harry, I believe your friend is thoroughly 
sensible of his faults, nnd that you will haye little to fear 
for tho foture. He is impa,tient till he sees you and asks 
your forgiYeness. 

H. Oh,_ Sir, I should forgiYe him if he had beaten rne a 
lnmclrcd tnncs. But, though I cannot lcaYe the horses now, 
if you will be so kind as to \Yait a. little, I dare say my father 
will let me go when he leaxes off ploughing. 

l\fr. B. No, Harry, there is no occm~ion for tba.t. Tommy 



S,Di'DFOllD A.ND M.1.mTON. 

h:1s indeed nsecl you ill, and ought to acknowledge it, 

otherwise he Y,ill not c1eRene to he trnstec1 again . Ile will 

rn.11 upon you, a11cl tell yoLt all he feels. In the meantime 

I was desired, both by him and J\Ir. :Merton, to enquire 

after the l)oor Negro ·who served you so materially, and sa,ecl 

you from the bull. 
H. He is at om· house, Sir, for I inYited him home with 

me; and when my father heard how \Yell he had beluwed, he 

made him up n, ·little lJecl oyer the stable, and giYes bim 

Yictuals every clay ; and tho poor man seems yery thankful 

an<l. industrious, and says he ,rnulcl gladly do any kiud of 

\\·ork to earn his subsistence. 
)Hr. Barlow then took his leaYe of Harry, and, after haying 

spoken to his father, returned to l\Ir. :\Ierton's. 

CHAPTER XYIII. 

THE TIIGlILAXnr.n's GOOD FORTUXE-COXCLuSIOX OF TTIF. STORY OF SOPITRON 

AND TLGR.U/ES-TC•1L\1Y RESOLVES TO nm·oTE JIDISELF TO "RE.A.SOX 

.A.ND PlIILOSOPllY," 

DumNG l\Ir. Barlo,v's absence, l\lr. t:;immons bad arriYed 

to fetch ::nnty his niece-but ,,hen he hncl henrd the story 

of the llighlandcr, he perfectly recollected his name nncl 

character, nnd \Yas touched with the sincerest compassion 

for his sufferings . On conyersing ,vith the poor man, he 

founcl that he was extremely well acquainted ,,ith agricui

ture, as well as truly industrious, and therefore instantly 

proposed to settle him in a small farm of his O\n1, ,d1ic:h 

happened to be yacant. The poor man reeeiyed thi::i 

unexpected change in his fortune with tears of joy, and 

eyery mnrk of unaffected gratitude ; and l\lr. iicrton, who 

neYer wantecl generosity, insisted upon having a. share 111 his 

establishment. He was proposing to supply him ,Yith the 

necessary instruments of agriculture, ~nd a couple of horsC's, 

to begin the culture of his land., just nt the moment when 

1\fr. Barlow entered.; wbo, when he 1rncl heanl ,Yith the 



smcerest pleasure the improvement of the poor man's 
circumstances, begged permission to share in so benevolent 
an action. "I ha.ye an excellent mi]ch cow," said he," which 
I can very well spare. Her milk will speedily r8cruit 
the strength of these poor children, and I have half-a.
dozen ewes and a ram, which, I hope, under :Mr. Camp
bell's management, -Yvill soon increase to a numerous 
flock." The poor Highlander seemed almost frantic with 
such a profusion of unexpected blessings, and said, that 
"he wished nothing more thau to pass the remainder of 
his days in such a, generous nation, and to be enabled to 
show, at least, that he was grateful for such undeseryed 
kindness." 

At night l\tir. :Merton, who was desirous, by every method, 
to support the good impressions which had now taken pos
session of Tommy's mind, proposed that J\Iiss Simm~ns 
should favour them with the conclusion of the story which 
she h~d begun the night before. The young bely a.t onco 
cornphecl, and read-
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TllE COS('LT;sro-g OF TilE HvllI" OF SOPTIRO~ 1..XD 

TIOlUSES. 

The -ve11ernble Ohares continued his narration thus : "I 
passed several months among the Arabs, delighted lfith the 
simplicity of their life and the innocence of their manners, 
and would to He::rven," added he, "TT""ith a sigh, "that I bad 
accepted their friencUy im·itutions, and never quitted the 
silence of their hospitable deserts! How many scenes 
should I ham ai'oicled 1Thich fill these aged eyes ,,ith tears, 
and pierce my soul with horror, as often as I recollect them! 
I should not haye been lfitness of the "\Taste of human blood, 
nor traced the gradual ruin of my country. I should 11ot 
have seen our tol'iTIS in-rolYed in flames, nor our helpless 
children the captives of cruel barbarians. But it is in Yain 
for humau beings to repine at the just decrees of Providence, 
,,hich ha,e consigned every people to misery and ser,itude 
who abandon virtue, and attach themsehes to the pursuit 
of pleasure. 

"I left Arabia, with a heart penetrated lfith gratitude 
and admiration for its free and simple inhabitants. They 
dismissed me \Yith eYery mark of kind11ess and hospitality, 
guided me o-ver their dreary deserts, and at parting pre
sented me ,-rith one of those beautiful horses which are the 
admiration of all the surrounding nations. At length I 
returned to my natirn city, determined to pass the rest of 
my life in obscurity and retirement; for the result of all 
my obserrntions "·as, that he is happiest who pnsses bis 
time in innocent employments and the observation of 
nature. I had seen the princes and nobles of the earth 
repining in the midst of their splendid enjoyments, di::i
gustcd v.-"i.th the empty pageantry of their situation, nnd 
,rishing, in min, for the humble tranquillity of private life. 
I had visited many of the principal cities in seYeral 
countries where I had travelled ; but I had uniformly 
observed, that tbe miseries and crimes of mankind increased 
with their numbers. I therefore determined to avoid the 
general contagion, by fixing my abode in some sequestered 
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spot, at a, distance from t1e pass10ns and pursuits of my 
fcllow-creRtures. 

"Having, therefore, collected tho remainder of my effeds, 
and ,,ith them purchased a little farm and vineyard in a 
beautiful and solitary spot near the sea, I soon afterwards 

married a virtuous young woman, and in her society enjoyed, 
for se·rnral years, as great a degree of tranquillity as generally 
falls to the lot of man. I did not disdain to exercise, with 
my own hands, the different employments of agriculture; 
for I thought man was dishonoured by that indolence which 
renders him a bm·den to his fellmY-crea.tures, not by that 
industry which is necessary to the support of his species. 
I therefore sometimes guided the plough ,vith my own 
hands, sometimes laboured in a, little garden, ,d1ich supplied 
us with excellent fruits and herbs. I likewise tended. the 
cattle, ,vhose patient labour ena.bled us to subdue the soil, 
and considered myse1f as only repaying pa.rt of the obliga
tions I ha.cl received. l\iy v.ife, too, employed herself in 
domestic cares; she milked the sheep and goats, and chiefly 
prepared the food of the family. 

"Amidst these tranquil and innocent employments, my lifo 
flowed gently a.wa.y like a, clear and even stream. I was a 
stranger to avarice, to a.mbition, and to all the cares 11hich 
agitate the bulk of mortals. Alternate labour and study 
preser,cd the ,igonr both of body and mind. Our 11ants 

\Yero few and easily gratified; we chiefly subsisted upon the 
liberal fruits of tho earth, an-cl the flesh of slaughtered 
animals seldom appeared on our table. One only child, the 
unfortunate girl who 011es her preservation to the courage 
of this young man, ,ms granted to our prayers ; but in her 
we found enough to exercise all the affections of our minds. 

"As soon as Selene, for that \Yas her name, \\as suffi
ciently adYanced in strength to be capable of the lighter 
labours of husbandry and gardening, I employed her as my 

constant companion ; and she soon acg uired great dexterity in 
a~~ rustic employments. With the rising sun she left her bed, 
and accompanied me to the garclcn or the viueyard. Her 
little hands were employed in shortening tbe luxurious shoots 
of fruitful trees, that supplied our table with wholesome 
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anJ delicious fruits; or in SLlpporting the branches of 
such as sunk beneath their load. Sometimes she collected 
-~vater from a clear and constant rill tba,t rolled along the 
valley, and recruited the force of plants that ,;,ere exhausted 
by the sun. With what delight did I vie,v her innocent 
cheerfulness and assiduity! -With ,-drnt pleasure did she 
receive the praises which I gave to her skill and mdustry, 
and hear tho lessons of wisdom and the examples of Yirtuous 
women, which I used to read to her at evening, out of the 
wTitings of celebrated philosophers which I had collected in 
my travels . 

"But such a life was too unchequerecl witb misfortune to 
last. The first stroke ,,hich attacked and almost destroyed 
my hopes of good, ,Yas the untimely loss of my clear all(l 
virtuous ,'ic:ife. The pestilential }1eats of autumn orer
powered her tender frame, and raised a consuming feyer in 
her veins. For some time she struggled against tbe disease; 
but a,t length her pure and innocent spirit forsook this 
earth for eyer, and left mo, comfortless and forlorn, to 
mourn her loss ! 

"I \\'ill not attempt to describe the inexpressible distress 
which seized my soul, at seeing ..nyself thus clesericd. Even 
now, that time has mitigated the keenness of the smart, I 
feel tbe habitual anguish of an ~:n~urable ,rnund. But let 
me rather hasten to relate the few remaining ewnts of a 
uniform unYaried life, than detain you wiih a useless 
repetition of my sorrows. 

" Scarcely had time afforded me a feeble comfort, ,Yhen 
the recollection of past misfortunes ,ras almost e~tinguishecl 
by the new ones ,Yhich oYenYhclmecl my country. The 
fertile plains of Syria abounded in all tho necessaries and 
conreniences of life. The Yino seemed to grow spon
taneously in e--1Tery Yalley, and offer its luxuriant produce io 
overy lrnnd. 'I'he industrious insect, ,Yhich spins the 
,-ronderful substance called silk, though lately introduced 
into that part of Asia, seemed to receiYo new Yigour from 
the mildness of the climate. Corn ancl oil, the noblest 
fruits, and the most salubrious herbs, "-ere found in tho 
garden of every peasant; and the berd:3 of catile and horses 



which wandered over our luxuriant pastures, equalled or 

s111'passed all I bacl obser,ed in other countries. But this 

profusion of blessings, instead of being attended with any 

beneficial effects, produced nothing but a foolish taste for 

frivolous employment and ·waste of time. Feasts and 

dances, and music, the tricks of players) and exhibitions of 

buffoons, ,..,-ere more attendecl to thnn all the serious and 

important cares of life. Every young man " ·as a critic in 

the science of adjusting the folds of his robe, or of giYing a 

studied negligence to hi:s hair. EYery young woman " ·as 

instructed in every art that serves to consume time or 

engender idleness. 
'' In such a sta.te of things, it was not to be expected that 

my countrymen ,,ould long be permitted to hold the riches 

they abused, and wanted firmness to defend. A " ·arlil,e 

tribe of barbarians burst forth from the northern mountains 

of Asia, and spread themselves over our fertile plains, which 

tlley laid waste like a. consuming tempest. A flcr a few 

metl:'ectual skirmishes, "·hich on1y served to expose their 
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weakness to the contempt of their enemies, my countrymen 
yjeldecl without opposition to the iu-rader; indeed, they 
,vcro wiser than to irritate him by a fruitless rcsistnnco; 
ancl thus, in a, fe,v weeks, the lemler of an obscure tribe of 
barbarians saw himself become a, po,rn1·ful monarch, and 
possessor of one of the richest provinces of Asia. 

"I was sitting one _evening at the door of my cottage, 
gazing upon the fading glory of tho setting sun, when a 
man of a majestic appearance, but ·with something ferocious 
in his look, passed by, attended by several others. As he 
approached my little garden, he seemed to Yiew it with 
satisfaction, and to unbend the habitunl sternness of his 
look. I asked. him if he would. enter, and taste the fruits 
with his companions? He accepted my offer; and, entering 
into a shady arbom·, I brought hjm the most pab.table 
fruits I could, with milk, and other rustic fare, such as my 
farm afforded. He seemed pleased \rith his entertainment, 
and, when he was departing, thanked me with great affa
bility, and bade me ask a favour in return; ' which,' adclecl 
he, with a certam degree of conscious pride, ' you can 
scarcely make too great either for my gratitude or power.' 
'If,' answered. I (for I began to suspect that it ,-ras Arsaces, 
the leader of these barbaTians), 'your power is inueecl 
equal io every boon, giro peace and liberty to my country!' 
' The first,' said he, 'l lrnYe already giycn; and, as to the 
second, it is impossible; their Yices and effeminacy rcndc:r 
them incapable of eujoying it. ]Hen who Jrnxe neither 
virtue, tc:mperance, nor valour, can ncyer be without a 
master, even though Arsaces \YCre to ,-rithdraw his con
quermg troops. But ask again,' added he, 'something for 
thyself, and let the favour be ,vorthy mo to besto,Y.' 
'Hecwen,' answered I, with a smile, 'has alread,v gin:11 
everything I can want, when it gave tho earth fcrtihty, and 
mo the pov;·er to labour. All, therefore, that I request, 
0, mighty conqueror, i::;, that you will please to order your 
men to stc:p aside from the ne\'dy-cultivatecl ground, and 
not destroy my vegetables.' 'J3y hen,ven ! ' said Arsaccs, 
turning to bis companions, 'there is something elevated 
in tho trnnq11illity and composure of ibis man's mind; rtnci, 
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were I not Arsaces, I would gladly be Chares.' He then 
departed, but ordered me to attend him the next clay at the 
camp, and ga;rn strict orders that none of the soldiers should 
molest or injure my bumble residence. 

"I ,·rnited upon the great Arsaces at the time he liacl 
appointecl, :ind tra-rersed the encampment of bis troop ,vith 
admiration and regret. These people were a tribe of that 
mighty empire which is called Scythia, whose inhabitants 
ham so often issued from their deserts for the conquest 
and destruction of their neighbours. This country extends 
io au unknown length behind the most fertile districts of 
Bmope and Asia. The climate is cold in winter, and the 
earth for seyeral months covered with snow; but in 
summer it feels the enlivening influence of the sun, and 
for i.hat reason is possessed of an amazing degree of 
fertility. J3ut, as the inhabibnts lirn remote from the 
sea, and possess few na.Yigable ri'rnrs, they are little 
:i.cquainted ,vith agriculture, or the arts of life. Instead of 
trusting to i.hc increase of their fields for food, they raise 
prodigious herds of cattle and horses in the luxuriant 
pn~i.ures "·hich everywhere abound. The Scythians, like 
the _\.rubs, ,rnnder ornr these immense tracts w·ithout a 
fixecl or permanent residence. By lakes and riYers, where 
iho -rerdure is more constant, and the vegetation stronger, 
they generally encamp, until the heats of the summer 
compel them to ascend the mountains, and seek a, cooler 
residence. Their houses :ire composed of slender poles 
coyered with skins or a coarse cloth, and therefore easily 
erected, or taken clown and stowed in ,rnggons, for the 
con-renience of transporting ihem in their marches . Their 
diet corresponds to ihe poYerty of their habitations. They 
milk their herds. and, aboYe all, their mares; and preserve 
lhe produce in ]arge bottles for months together. This 
!-om nncl homely fore is to them the greatest dainty, :i.nd 
r.ornposes their chief nourishment; to this they adcl the 
flc,-h of their cattle ancl horses, which they kiJlJ "·hen a.ffiici.ed 
"·ith disease. bnt rarely while in health.· 

'· This is the simple ·and uniform life of all the Scythians ; 
bi..1t tlns simplicity renders them formidable to all their 
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neighbours, and irresistible :in "ar. U nsoftened by ease or 
luxury, unacquainted with the artificial "ants of life, thesE 
nations pass their li-rns in manly exercises and rustic em
ployments; but horsemanship is the greatest pride and 
passion of their souls. There is not an indi,-idual "·ho does 
not at least possess se,-eral of these noble animals, "hich, 
though small in size, are admirably adapted for the fatigues 
of ,...-ar and the chase, and endowed \Yith great swiftness. 
As to the Scythians themselYes, they excel all other nations, 
unless it be the Arabs, in their com·age and address in 
riding; ,-rithout a saddle, and ernn a, bridle, their young 
men will Yault upon an untamed courser, and keep ibeir 
scats in spite of a 11 his ,iolcnt efforts, till they ham ren
dered him tame and obedient to their "·ill. In their 
military expeditions they neither regard the obst.ac]es of 
nature, nor the inclemency of the season ; and their horses 
arc accustomed to traye1:se rocks and mountains with a 
facility that is incredible. Such men are scarcely to be 
conquered by the efforts of the most po"erful nations or 
soyereigns; and, therefore, the proudest conquerors of the 
world ham failed in their attempts to subdue them. 

"Darius, one of the greatest kings which the rnst empire 
of Persfrt ernr obeyed, once attempted the exploit, and had 
nearly perished in the attempt. IIe adrnnced \Yitb a 
powerful arm~T, but ill prepared for such an expedition, 
into the Scythian Yrnstes. The inhabitants, ,,-ell acquainted 
1\ ith the most effectual methods of defence, transported 
their families ancl. herds into ibe interior parts of the 
country, and, mounting their fleetest horses, seemed to fly 
before the monarch ; ,-rho, infatuated "ith pride and con
fidence, pursued the chase for seyeral days, until he found 
·himself :in the midst of solitarr de:-;crts, totally destitute of 
all that human ,-rants require, ,;-here his arm,r ·could neither 
adrnnce nor rebre, ,,ithout equal danger of perishing by 
thirst and famine. ,Yhen the Scythian hor.semen had thus 
decoyed him for"ard, they beg.an to check their speed; 
instead of flying, as usual, the? hemmed him in Oil eycry 
side, and harrassed the nTm,r 'TT"ith continual attacks. They 
then sent a present to the Persian king, the mysteriow, 



meamng of which increased the terrors of his situation. A 
Scythian, mounted upon a fiery steed, entered the camp at 
Cull speed, and, regardless of danger or opposition, pene
trated eyen to the royal tent, \Yhere Darius ,,as holding a 
council with his nobles. While they were all amazed at 
this extraordinary boldness, the man leaped lightly from 
his horse, and, placing a little bundle upon the ground, 
vaulted up again w·ith inconcei,able agility, and retired 
with the same haste. The curiosity of the monarch made 
.him instantly order the packet to be examined, ,Yhich con
tained only a mouse, a bird, a fish, and a bundle of anows. 
Silence and astonishment for some time seized the assembly, 
till at length the king obsened, that he thongbt the present 
which the Scythians had sent could signify nothing but 
their submission to his arms. 'The mouse,' said he, 'must 
represent the earth, because he resides in holes which he 
digs in the soil; the fish inhabits the ,Yater, and the bird 
flies through the air. By sending me, therefore, all these 
various animals, they mean to sigu-iry that they resign their 
air, their \Y[tters, and their earth; to my dominion. Nor IS 
ibe bundle of arrows more difficult to be explained ; these 
constitute their principal defence, and by sending them to 
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an enemy, they can intimate nothing but terror and sub
m.ission.' All who were present applauded this discourse 
of the monarch, excepting Gobrfrls, a, man of singulaT 
,risdom and experience, ,,ho, when he 11as pressed to declare 
bis opinions, spoke to him ·thus :-' It is 11ith the greatest 
rclucbnce, 0 king, that I find myself compelled to explain 
i. bese presents of our enemies in a, ,ery different manner. 
Tbat tbe Scythiaus, y1·ho barn hitherto shown no marks 
either of fear or submission, should, on a, sudden, feel so 
great a terror of the Persian arms, I cannot easily bclicYc ; 
more esperially 11hen I consider that our army is ycry 
much reduced by the distress it has suffered, aud environed 
on every side by the euemy, whose boldness ,isibly increases 
Yrith our necessities. '\Yhat, therefore, I should infer from 
this extraordinary present, is this : They intimate that 
unless, like the mouse, you can dig yom· passage through 
the earth, or skim the air like the bird, or glide through 
'"rnters 1Yith the fish, you shall cerbrinly perish by the 
Scythian mTO\Ys.' Such was the opinion of Gobrias, and 
all the assembly was struck ,Yith the m·ident truth of bis 
interpretation ; aucl the king himselJ began to perceiYe and 
repent his rashness. Instead, therefore, of adrnncing farther 
into dese1·ts \Yhicb afforded no subsistence, he resoln.>cl to 
attempt a retreat. This, hmYCYer, he 11as not able to effect, 
\Yithout the loss of the greater part of bis troops, who 
perished by thirst and famiue, and the continued attacks of 
the enemy. 

"Such ,,as the nation \Yhich bad inntdecl Syria, and 
easily t rimnphed oYer the efforts of an eilcminate and 
1mwarlikc people. As I passed through the camp, I 1Yas 
astonished at the order and regularity ,,,-hic:h prcnlilcd 
nrn011g these barbarians. Some were cxerc:isiug their hor~es 
in tbe mimic representation of a, battle ; n. part of them ilcd 
·with incrcclible speed, 1Ybile tl10 rest 11ursued, and darted 
blunted jayclins at their antagonists. Yet eyen those 1Yho 
fled, ,..,-oulcl frequently turn upon their pursuers, and make 
them repent thci1· raslmcss. Some, Y,hile their hcr..;cs were 
ruuning in full speed, 11ou]d nult from off th"ir backs to 
others ihat accompanied ihcm; some ,,rnuld gallop by a 
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mark erected for their arrows, and, when they had passed it 
a considerable vrny, turn round upon their horses, and 
transfix it with unerring aim. I saw many who vaulted 
npon their horses, and pbcecl themselves betvveen two naked 
swords, which w·ould have given them certain death, had 
they s,rnrved e-rer so little from the just direction. In 
another part of the camp, I obsened the children, wlw 
imitated all the actions of their fo,thers, and bended little 
bows adapted to their strength, or guided horses of an 
inferior stature along the plain. I saw no gold, no jewels, 
no Yain and costly apparel; but all seemed busy in domestic 
cares, preparing the food of their families, or tending upon 
their infants. 

"At length I reached the royal tent, which scarcely 
differed from the rest in its structure or simplicity, and 
,,,-as immediately introduced to the great Arsaces. He 
receiYed me with a courtesy which had nothing of the 
barbarian in it, seated me familiarly by his side, and enterec} 
into a long con-rersation ,--6th me, upon the bws, manners, 
and customs of the difl'crent nations I had seen. I was 
surprised at the vigour and penetration which I discovered 
in this untutored vrnrrior's mind. He seemed to possess a 
certain energy of soul which never missed the mn,rk. 
Nature in him had produced the same effects that study and 
philosophy do in others. But what a,mazed me more than 
all, was to find this Scythian chief as well acquainted ,,.ith 
the state and consequence of our manners, as if he had 
passed his life in Greece or Syria, instead of in the plains and 
forests of his own domain. He entertained a rooted con
tempt for all the arts which soften the body and mind, 
under ihe pretence of adding to the elegances of life; these, 
he said, were more efficacious agents to reduce men to 
slaYery, than the s"·ords and arrows of their enemies. 

"After I had conYersed some time with this barbarian 
chief, \rho heard me ,vith the greatest attention, the hour of 
dinner for the army approached, and I was preparing to 
retire; but the general stopped me w·iih n, smile, and told 
me, I had already entertained him with the greatest 
hospitality, and that therefore it was but just I should stay 

A. A 
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and taste the Scythian food. A bit of dried flesh, which I 
after,,ards found was that of a horse, some sour, coagulated 
rnillc, with an infusion of certain herbs, thickened with a 
coarse kind of flour, vrnre then brought in, and placed upon 
th e ground. 

"After we had eaten for some time, Arsaces asked me 
,,hat I thought of the Seythian method of living. ' To 
speak my sentiments,' said I, 'it is more formidable to 
your enemies, than agreeable to your friends.' He smiled 
at my sincerity, and I departed ; but from that hour he 
cbstinguisbed me ,,-ith marks of peculiar favour, ancl 
admitted me to all his councils. 

" 'l' his en,ied mark of distinction gave me no other 
p]casure than that it sometimes enabled me to be useful to 
my unhappy countrymen, and mitigate the rigour of their 
conquerors. Indeed, while the great Arsaces lived, his love 
of justice and order were so great, that even the conquered 
;\,ere safe from all oppression ; tbe peasant pursued his 
nscfol labours, unterrified by the march of armies, 0r, 
unsolicited, brought the produce of his fields to a voluntary 
1.narket; merchants from all the neighbouring nations 
crowded to our po1·ts, attracted by the order and justice 
which were enforced in every part of _/U'saces' cominions; 
and even the vanquished themselves, defended from oppres
sion and protected in their possessions, considered the 
success of the Scythians rather as a, salutary re,olution, 
than as a barbarian conquest. 

" Such was the pleasing prospect of affairs, ,,hen an 
unexpected disease, the conse,quence of unremitting exertions, 
put an encl to the glorious life of our conqueror; and with 
him perished all hopes of safety or happiness to the Syrians. 
His authority alone ,ms capable of restraining so many 
Yictorious barbarians. The spirit of rapine and plunder, so 
loug repressed, began :-iow to spread through all the army. 
E;-cry officer ,,·as an mdependent tyrant, who ruled "TT"ith 
despotic authority, and pw1ished, as rebellion, the least 
opposition to bis ,Yill. The fields ,,ere now ravaged, the 
cities plundered, the industrious peasants driven ::iway like 
herds of cattle, to labour for the caprice of 1.mfeeling masters, 
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or sold in distant regions as slaves. Now it was that the miserable and harassed Syrians began to find, that the riches \Yhich they so much esteemed were but the causes of lheir ruin, instead of being instrumental to their safety. 'l'hc poor, accustomed to hardship, ha-ve little to fear mmd the Yic:issitudes of life . The brarn can ah,ays find a refuge in their owD Yalom·. But all the bitterness of cxistcnee is rescnccl for those who have neither COlll'age to defend what they most value, nor fortitude to bear its loss . 
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"To increase the ,,eight of our misfortunes, new tribes 
of barbarians, attracted by the success of their countrymen, 
issued from their deserts, and hastened to share the spoil. 
But rapine admits not faith or partnership, and it was not 
long before the vanquished beheld their conquerors animated 
by implacable rage against each other, and suffering in tnrn 
the violence and cruelties they had inflicted. 

"At length, one of the principal officers of Arsaces, who 
is said originally to have descended from the mountain you 
inb...'lbit, i\'"as raised to empire by the successful efforts of 
his soldiers. He has already attacked and destroyed all his 
competitors, and assembled under his banners the remainder 
of their forces. Tigr:mes, for thus he is named, possesses 
all the courage and acti·vity of A.rsaces, but he is destitute 
of his generosity and clemency. His ambition is i;-ast ancl 
boundless. He grasps at unirnrsal empire, and rejoices to 
scatter ruin and destruction in his way. He has already 
subjected all the maritime cities that derirn their origin 
from Greece, together i\'"ith the fertile plains of Syria. 
These mountains, inhabited by a bold and barely race of 
men, now present a barrier to his enterprising spirit; and I 
am assured he ah·cady meditates their conquest. His soldiers 
are drawn together from ei;-ery part. They sYrnrm like 
ravening wohes aJong the fields, and nothing can escape 
their fury. In ,ain did I think myse]f safe in the humble 
obsc1U'ity of my cottage, and the reputed favour of the great 
A.rsaces. Yesterday a lai\'"less band, not content with 
destroying my harrnst and plundering my little property, 
seized my daughter and me, and dragged us m-n1.y in chains. 
What farther injuries, what farther insults ·we might have 
suffered, it is impossible to determine; since Heai;-en was 
pleased to effect our deliverance, when i\'"e had least reason 
to expect it.' 1 

Such ,ms the history of Charcs, to 1Thich Sophron and 
his family listened with fixed attention. "\Vhen he had 
finished the father of Sophron again embraced the venerable 
stranger, and assured him of all the safety which their 
mountains could bestow. "But," added he," if so imminent 
a danger is near, it behoves us to consult for the general 
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safety. Let us assemble all our friends and. neighbours, 
that they ma,y consider ·whether life is of morn consequence 
thtm liberty ; and, if they determme to retain tha,t freedom 
which they ha,Ye receirnd from their ancestors, by ·y,hat 
means it may be best defended." Sophron then immediately 
,-rent out, and, ascending a neighbouring rock, thus shouted 
out, in a Yoice which echoed over the neighbouring valleys: 
"Arm, 0 ye inhabitants of Lebanon, and instantly meet in 
council; for a, po-werful invader is near, and threatens you 
\Yith death or sla;rnry ! " This sound was instantly repeated 
by all who heard it; so that in a short time the intelligence 
,ms dispersed to the Yery confines of the country. 

It \Yas not long Lefore a numerous assembly was convened. 
The aged appeared, ,Yith all the majestic dignity of wisdom 
and experience. They ,,ere attended by their sons, in all 
the pride of youth and vigour, who rushed along in arms, 
and seem.eel to breathe deliberate rage and unconquerable 
opposition. When they were all assembled on a spacious 
plain, Sophron rose, and, ,,ith becoming modesty, recited 
the adYentures of the preceding night, and the alarming 
intelligence he had just received. He had scarcely finished 
before a general cry of indignation burst from the whole 
assemblr. When it had a little subsided, a yenerable old 
man, \\~liose beard, -white as the snow upon the summits of 
the mountains, reached down to his middle, slow'ly arose, 
and leaning upon his staff, spoke thus: "Ninety years ba,,e 
I tended my ilocks amid these mountains, and during all 
that time I haYe nernr seen a human being who -was bold 
enough to propose to the inhabitants of Lebanon that they 
should fear death more than infamy, or submit to be the 
vas als of a tyrant." At this a second cry, which seemed to 
rend the very heayens, was raised, and farther deliberation 
was judged unnecessary, except upon the most effectual 
means of defence. For this purpose the aged ancl more 
e:xpcricncccl retired to a little distance to consult. They 
were not long in their deliberations. It was unanimously 
ngreccl that all ,,ho were able to bear anns should be 
embodied, and wait for tbe approuch of the enemy witl1in 
the boundaries of their own mountains. 
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Ch:1res then approached Sophrou, and said :·---" War; 
m1fortunate]y, is a. tra,tl.f\ where long experience frequently 
confers advantages l'i·hich no intrepidity can l)a1ance. The 
troops who are now approaching, have been for years inured 
to the practice of slaughter; they join to n courage whic11 
defies e-rery clanger, ti knowledge of e-rery fraud and subtlety 
which can confound or bafile an aclversary . In bodil-r 
strength, in numbers, your countrymen are superior; e-rei1 
in cotuage, and the contempt of drmgcr, tbey are probably 
not inferior to their enemies ; bnt such are the fatal effects 
of military skill and discipline, that I dread the eyent of a. 
combat ,;rith such an army and such a, leader.'' 

"Alas! " answered Sophron, "hmv w·ell do the rnatnre 
re.Aections of your wisdom accord ,,ith my presaging fears! 
I know that my countrymen will perform ewrything thnt 
can be effected by men in their situation, and that thousands 
will generously sacrifice their liYes rather than abandon the 
cause they haYe undertaken to defend; yet, when I consider 
ihe superior ac1Ym1tages of our enemies, my fears are no 
less actiYe than your o,,n . This consolation, howeYer, 
remains. that I shall either see my country Yictorious, or 
avoid the miseries ,-rhich w·ill attend her ruin." 

"lJ ear n1e, then," replied Cb ares. "The Yirtues of your 
friends, my o,Yn obligations to yourself, and the cJcsire I 
feel to oppose the career of mad ambition, conspire to wrest 
from me a, dreadfol secret, w·hich I baYe hitherto buried in 
my own bosom, and bad determined to conceal from the 
lmm,ledge of mankjnd. KnO\Y, then, that I haYc found 
out an easy ancl expeditious cornhinatiou of common rn:1terials, 
the effect of ,,bich is equal or superior to the most potent 
and dcstruchrn agents in nature. Neither the 11roudrst 
city can rnnini.ain its wnlls, nor the strongest cast.le its 
blllwarks, against the jrres istible attacks of tbis extraordinary 
composition . Increase but the quantity, and tlw n .-ry rocks 
:incl mountains 1:,iJl be torn asunder \\-ith a, violence that 
equal;:; that of earth_qunlces_. \Vhole armies, proud of their 
triumphs, may be m an mstant scattered and destroyed, 
like the summer's dust before the '\Yhirl,Yincl; and, ,,hat 
increases the wonder, a single man may secm·ely girn death 
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to thousands. This composition I have hitherto concealed, 
in pity to the miseries of mankind; but, since there appears 
no other method of preserving the virtuous inhabitants of 
these mountains from slavery and ruin, I am determined 
to ernJ)loy it in their defence. Give orders, therefore, that 
a certain number of your countrymen provide me with the 
ingredients that I shall indicate, and expect the amplest 
success from your own valour, assisted by such powerful 
mniliaries.'' 

Sophron said everything to Chares which such an 
unexpected mark of confidence deserved, and instantly 
receiYed his orders, anJ pi<epared to execute them with the 
greatest alacritf Chares, meanwhile, was indefatignb]e in 
the execution of his project, and it \Yas not long before ]1e 
had prepared a sufficient quantity to provide for the common 
defence. 

Tigranes now approached, with the rage and confidence 
of a lion that invades a flock of domestic animals. He had 
long forgotten all the ties which attach men to the place of 
their birth; and neither time nor distance had been able to 
extinguish the hatred he bad conceived to Sophron. Scarcely 
did he deign to send an ambassador before his army. Ho 
however despatched one 11ith an imperious message, requiring 
all the inhabitants of Lebanon to submit to his victorious 
arms, or threatening them 11ith the worst extremities 
of war. 

When the ambassador returned, and reported the fixed 
determination of Sophron and his countrymen, he ,Yas 
i.n:O.amed with rage, and ordered his army to adrnnce to the 
attack. They marched without opposition till they entered 
the mountainous districts, where all tho bravest inhabitants 
were ranged in arms to meet the invader. Then arose the 
noise of war and the clang of arms; then man encountered 
man, and wounds and death were seen on every side. 'l'he 
troops of Tigranes advanced in close array, with long spears . 
The inhabitants of Lebanon were more lightly armed, ancl, 
with invincible courage, endeavoured to break the formidablo 
battalion of their enemies. They rushed ,vith fury upon 
the dreadful range of weapons, and, eyen wounded and 
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dying, endeavoured to beat down then· points, and open a 
-way to their companions. 

Sophron was seen conspicuous in every part of the field, 
encouraging his companions with his voice, and more by his 
actions. Wherernr he tmned his steps he was followed by 
the bravest youths of his party, and there the efforts and 
the slaughter were always greatest. Five times, covered 
with blood and dust, he made a desperate charge upon the 
troops of Tigranes, and five times did he force the invader's 
bmvest soldiers to give ground. At length the superiority 
of discipline and experience began to prevail over the 
generous, but more unequa1 efforts of the defenders. The 
veterans of Tigranes perceived their advantage, and pressed 
the enemy -n-ith redoubled vigour. 

This '1rns the decisire moment -n-hich Ohares had foreseen, 
and proYided for ; in an instant the bands of Lebanon 
retreated by the orders of Sophron, with a precipitation 
bordering upon flight. Tigra.nes, supposing himself certriin 
of victory, ordered his troops to advance and decide tho 
fortune of the battle; but, while they w·ere rashly preparing 
to obey, a sudden noise was heard that equalled the loudest 
thunder; the earth itself trembled \Yith a convulsive motion 
under their feet, then burst asunder with a violence that 
nothing could resist! Hundreds \Yere in an instant 
swallowed up, or dashed against rocks, and miserably de
stroyed! nlean-n-hile, all nature seemed to be convulsed 
around; the rocks thernselYes, torn from their solid base, 
v;·ith their enormous fragments crushed whole bands of 
miserable wretches beneath! Clouds of smoke obscured 
tbe field of battle, and rnilcd the corn batants in a d.Teadful 
shade, which was, from time to time, dispelled by fl.ashes of 
destructive fire ! Such a succession of horrors daunted 
eYen the most brave; scarcely could the troops of Lebanon, 
who had been prepared to expect some extraordinary inter
position, maintain their post, or behold the spectacle of their 
enemy's ruin; but the bands of Tigranes were struck with 
tho wildest consternation, and fl.eel ,vith trembling steps 
over the field. And now these wonders ,-,,-ere succeeded by 
an mvful interval of quiet. The peals of bursting thunder 
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were no longer heard, the lightnings ceased to flash, the 

mists that darkened the scene were rolled awn.y, and dis

covered the various fortunes of the fight. Then the voice 

of Sophron was hea,rd, exhorting his companions to pursue 

tbe fugitives and complete their victory. They rushed 

forward like angry lions to the chase, but all resistance \Yas 

at an end; and Sophron, who now perceived that the enemy 

was irretriev:.ibly broken, checked the ardour of his men, 

and entrea,ted them to spare the vanquished. They obeyed 

his voice ; and, after having chased them beyond the utmost 

boundaries of Lebanon, returned in triumph amid the 

praises and acclamations of their joyful families, whom they 

had preserved from sla,very by their valour. They then 

examined the field of battle, and collecting all who had 

any remains of life, they treated them with the greatest 

humanity, binding up their vrnunds, and administering to 

all their necessities. 
Among the thickest dead was found the breathless body 

of Tigranes, miserably shattered and disfigured, but still 

exhibiting evident marks of passion and ferocity. Sophron 

could not behold, without compassion, the friend of his 

early years, and the companion of his youthful sports. 

"Unhappy man," said he, "thou hast at length paid the 

price of thy ungm·ernable ambition! How much better 

would it have been to have tended thy flocks upon the 

mountains, than to haxe blazed like an angry meteor, and 

set for ever amid the curses of thy country." He then 

covered the body with a military vest, and ordered it to be 

burned upon a mighty funeral pile ,Yhich ,yas prc·parccl for 

all the dead. 
The next da,y an immense quantity of spoil ,,·as col1 ccLcd, 

that had been abandoned by the troops of Tigranes in their 

flight. The simple inhabitants of Lebanon, the greater 

part of whom had never been beyond the limits of their 

mountains, ,,ere astonished at such a display of luxury and 

magniJ1cence. Already the secret poison of avarice bcgn,n 

to inflame their hearts, a.s they gazed on costly hangings, 

curic11c(l with golcl and silver, on Persian carpets, anJ 

drinking vessels of the most exquisite workmanship ; already 



3G2 
SA~DFORD AND MBRTOX. 

had they begun to c1i.ffer about the di,,ision of these splendid trifles, when Sophron, ,,J10 marked the growing misc:bief, and remembered the fatal effects which Cbares had described in his tr::rrels, rose, and proposed to his countrymen, tl1at the arms of their conquered enemies should be carefuJly prcserYed for tlrn public defence, but that all the rest of the spoil should be consumed upon the funeral pile prepared for the dead, lest the simplicity of the inhabitants of Lebunon should be corrupted, and the happy equality and nnion which had hitherto prernilecl among them, be destroyed. This proposal was instantly applauded by all the older and wiser part of the assembly, who rsjoiced in seeing the eYils a,erted which ther had so mueh reason to apprehend; nor did those of a, different character clarc to express their sentiments, or attempt any open opposition. 
Erom this time, Sophron was honoured by all, as the most ,irtuous and ,aliant of his nation. He passed the rest of his life in peace and tranquillity, contented with the exercise of the same ruraJ employments ,,.-hich had engaged his childhood. Cbares, 1Yhose -rirtues and knovdedge ,i;ere cqual]y admirable, ,,;-as presented, at tbe public expense, with a, small but fertile tract of land, suilicient to supply him 1Yith all the comforts of life. This the grateful inhabitants of the mountains continuaJJ.y culfrrnted for him, as a mernorial of the signal assistance he had afforded them; and here, contented with the enjoyment of security and freedom, he passed the remaining part of his life in the contemplation of natm·o, and the dclightfo1 intercourse of Yirtuous friendship. 

When Jliss Simmons had finished, Tommy expressed his Fistonishmont at the Jatter part of the story. "I::i it possible," f:;aicl he, " there can be anything of so cxhaordiuar.\' a nature as to bur"t tho n'1-y rock · asunder, and destroy an army at once !'" "lLn-e You, then. ncYcr henrd the exi)losion of' a gun, or arc you ignorant of tlie clL·strne:ti-re effect::; of the powder with ,rhich they charge it? :, saitl Jlr. Barlow. 



T. Ye::, sir; but that 1s nothing to ,-rhat Ghares did iu 
the story. 

J\Ir. B. That is only because it is used in very in
considerable portions; but 1Yere you to increase the quantity, 
it ·\Youlcl be capable of effecting eyerything which you heard 
1\Iiss Simmons describe. vVhen nations are at '.Yar "·ith 
each other, it is now uniYersally the agent of destruction. 
When we consider the irresistible e.frects of gunpowder, it 
is no ,vonder that even a victorious army should be stopped 
in their progress by such n dreadful and unexpected 
c·rnnt. 

T. That is true, indeed; and I declare Ohares was a vcrr 
good and sensible man. Had it not been for him, these 
braye inhabitants of Lebanon must have been enshwed. I 
now plainly perceive that a man may be of much more 
consequence by improving his mind in yarious kinds of 
knowledge, m·en though he is poor, than by all tbe finery 
::mcl magnificence he can acquire. I "·ish, ,,·ith all my heart, 
that ]Ur. Barlo"· had been so good as to read this story to 
ilie young gentlemen and belies that ,vere lately here ; I 
think it would ha:rc made a great impression upon thei~ 
minds, ancl ,Yould ham prevented their feeling so much 
contempt for poor Harry, ,,ho is better and 11iser than they 
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all, though he does not powder his hair, or dress so ! 
genteelly. 

"Tommy," said l\Ir. l\Ierton, with a kind of contemptuous 
smile, ",Yhy should you believe that the hearing of a single 
story 'ivould change the characters of all your late friends, 
when neither the good instructions you ham been so long 
receiving from l\Ir. Barlow, nor the intimacy you have had 
with Harry, were sufficient to restrain yo111· impetuous 
temper, or pre-rent you from treating him in the sha.meful 
manner you ha;rn clone ? " 

Tommy appeared very much abashed with his father's 
rebuke. He hlmg down his head in silence a considerable 
time; at length, he faintly said: " Oh, sir, I krrn, indeed, 
acted Yery ill; I ha.-re renJered myself unworthy the uffection 
of all my best friends; but do not, pray do not gire me up 
entirely. You shall see hm,· I will behave for the future; 
and if ever I a,m guilty of the same faults again, I consent 
that you shaJl abandon me for eyer." Saying this, he 
silently stole out of the room, as if intent upon some 
extraordinary resolution. His father obsened his motions, 
and, smiling, said to l\Ir. Barlow, """\Vhat can this portend ? 
This boy is changeable as a weathercock; every blast whirls 
him rOlmcl and round; nor will he ever fix, I fear, in anv 
direct ion." "At least," replied l\Ir. Barlow, "you ha:re 
the greatest reason to rejoice in his present impressions, 
,..,-hich are good and estimable ; and I fear it is the lot of 
most human beings to exhaust almost every species of error 
before they become fixed in truth and virtue." 

Tommy now entered the room, Lut ,vith a remarkable 
chan~·e in his dress and manner. IIe had combed the 
powder out of his hair, and demolished the elegance of his 
cLLrls ; he had divested his dress of every appearance of 
finery ; and even his massy and ponderous buckles, so long 
tho delight of his heart and the wonder of his female friends, 
were taken from his shoes, and replaced by a pair of the 
plainest form and appearance. In this habiliment, ho 
appeared so totally changed from ,,·hat he was, that even 
his mother, who had lately become a little sparing of her 
observations, could not help e:s-.claiming, "\Vbat, in the 
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name of wonder, has the boy been doing now? Why, 
Tommy, you have made yourself a perfect fright, and you 
look more like a plough-boy than a young gentleman." 

"1\Iamma,," answered Tommy, gravely, "I am. now only 
,rhat I ought always to ha,e been. Had I been contented 
,rith this dress before, I never should have imitated such a 
parcel of coxcombs as you have lately had at your house ; 
nor pretended to admire 1\Iiss 1\fatilda's music, which, I 
own, tired me as much as it did Harry, and had almost sent 
me to sleep ; nor should I have exposed myself at the play 
and the ball ; and, worse than all, I should have a,oided all 
my shameful behaviour to Harry at the bull-baiting. But, 
from this time, I shall apply myself to the study of nothing 
but reason and philosophy; and therefore I have bid adieu 
to dress and finery for e·rnr." 

It ,vas ,vith great difficulty that the gentlemen could 
refrain from laughing at Tommy's harangue, delivered with 
great seriousness and solemnity. rrhey, however, concealed 
their emotions, and en12ouraged him to persevere in such a 
laudable resolution. But, as the night was now pretty for 
advanced, the whole family retired to bed. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

RllCOXCILA.TION BllTWEES TO:\DiY .A.XD II.A.RRY-TO1DIY'S LIFE .A.T F.A.R:\IER 

SA.NDFORD'S- TllE NEGRO'S STORY- MR, hlERTO:li'S ,tslT-.A.N UNEX

PECTED PRESE:ST-COXCLUSION. 

THE next morning, early, Tommy rose, and dressed himself 
"·ith his ne,-rly adopted simplicity; and, as soon as breakfast 
was o,er, pre,ailed on 1\1r. Barlow to accompany him to 
Harry Sandford's; but he did not forget to take with him 
the lamb, which he had caressed and fed 'i,ith constant 
assiduity ernr since he had so valiantly r escued him from 
his devotll'ing enemy. As they approached the house, the 
first object ,,hich Tommy distinguished ,,as his little friend 
at some distance, driYing his father's sheep along the 
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common. At this sight his impetuosity could no longer be 
restrained, and, springing fonYard with all bis speed, he 
arriYed panting, and out of breath, and incapable of speaking. 
Harry, Yrho knc,y bis friend, and plainly perceirncl the 
disposition "\Yith 'irhich he approached, met him ,...-ith opeu 
arms, so that the reconciliation Yrns begun and completed 
in n moment; and l\Ir. Barlow, who now arriYed v;i th the 
bmb, lrncl tho pleasure of seeing his little pupils mutually 
giYing and receiYing e,ery unafl:ectecl mark of the warmest 
,i il'ct:tion . 

.. Harr:-," said l\Ir. Barlow, "I bri1Jg you a. little friend, 
,rh o is sincerely penitent for his offences, and comes to O"\Yn 
tho faults he has committed." "That I am, indeed," said 
~I1omrny, n little recoYered, and able to speak; "bnt I ham 
behaYed so ill, and been such an ungrateful fellmY, that I 
mn afraid Harry will neYer be able to forgiye me.': "Indeed, 
indeed," said Harry, "there you do me the greatest injustice; 
for I ha:rn already forgotten e,erything but your fon:1er 
kindness and aftection." "And I," answered Tommr, 
"will ne,er forget hmv ill, how ungratefully I Lam used 
you, nor tbe goodness with ,-rhich you nmY receirn me." 
'l

1

ommy then recollected his lamb, and presented it to his 
friend; "-hile l\Ir. Barlow told him the story of its rescue, 
and the heroism exerted in its defence. Harry seemed io 
recefre equal pleasure from the restoration of his farourite, 
and the affection Tommy had shown in its presenation, and 
taking him by the hand, he led him into a small, but neut 
and convenient house, where he ,ms most cordially ,Yclcomed by Harry's family. 

In a, corner of the chimney sat the honest K egro w·ho h.1c1 
performed so signal a, senice at the bull-baiting. "Alas! " 
said Tommy, "there is another instance of my negligence 
m.1d ingratitude; I now see that one fault al"·ays brings on 
another." 'l'hen, achancing to the K egro, he took him 
kindly by the hand, and thanked him for the preserrntion 
of his life. "Little l\Iaster," replied he," :you are extremely 
welcome to all 1 haYe done; I would at any time risk my 
own safety to preserve one of my follo.,,-.creatures, a11d, if I 
Laye beeu of any use, I haye been amply repaid by the 



kindness o.f this iittle boy, your friend, and all his worthy 
family." "That is not enough," said Tommy, "and you 
shall soon find ,-..hat it is to oblige a person like "-(here a 
stroke of presumption ,;-as just coming out of Tornmy':3 
mouth, but recoJleeting himself, he added) "a person like my 
father." And now he addressed himself to Hany's mother, 
a Yenerable, decent ,,;ornan, of a middle age, and his h,·o 
sisters, plain, modest, healthy-looking girls, a, little older 
than their brother. All these he treated with so much 
cordiality aml attention, that all the company were deligbtccl 
with him; so easy is it for those who possess rank and 
fortune to gain the goocl-w·ill of their fellow-cren,tures, and 
so inexcusable is that surly pride which renders many of 
them deserwdly odious. 

\\Then dinner l'i·as ready, he sat do'irn with the rest, and, 
as it was the custom here for everybody to wait upon 
himself, Tommy insisted upon their suffering him to conform 
t.o the established method. Tt.e food, indeed, was not Yery 
delicate, but it vrns wholesome, clean, and serYeu up hot to 
table, an achantage which is not always found in elegant 
apartments. Tommy ate w-ith considerable appetite, and 
5eemeJ to cniov his nrw situation as much as if he had 

I , 
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nG"rnr lirnd in any other. After the dinner was removed, 
he thought he might with propriety gratify the curiosity he 
felt to conYerse with tbe Negro upon :fighting bulls; for 
nothing had more astonished him than the account he bad 
beard of his courage, and the ease with which he had subdued 
so terrible an animal. "niy friend," said be, "I suppose 
in your own country you have been -very much used to bull
baitings; otherwise, you ne-rnr would have dared to encounter 
such a fierce creature; I must confess, though I can tame 
most animals, I nernr was more frightened in my life, than 
\Yhen I saw him break loose; and, without your assistance, 
I do not know what would haYe become of me." 

"=',faster," replied the Negro, "it is not in my own 
country that I ha,e learned to manage these animals. 
There I ha·rn been accustomed to several kinds of hunting 
mL1ch more dangerous than this; and, considering how much 
you white people despise us Negroes, I own I ,Yas Yery 
much sUTprisecl to see so many hundreds of you running 
away from such an insignificant enemy as a poor tame bull." 

Tommy blushed a Jittle at tho remembrance of the pre
judices he had formerly entertained concerning Negroes and 
his own superiority; but, not choosing now to enter upon 
ibe subject, he asked the man, where then he had acquired 
so much dexterity in taming them? 

"I ';rill tell you :Master," replied the Negro. "When I 
Jirnd a sbve among the Spaniards at Buenos Ayres, it used 
to be a common employment of the people to go into the 
,Yood.s and hunt cattle clown for their subsistence. The 
hunter mounts his fleetest horse, and takes with him a 
strong cord of considerable length. mien he sees one of 
the wild bulls, which he destines for his prey, be pursues it 
at full speed, and never fails to overtake it by the superior 
swiftness of his horse. While he is thus employed, he 
holds the cord ready, at the encl of which a sliding noose is 
formed, and, when he is at a convenient ilistance, throws it 
from him with such a certain hand, that the beast is entangled 
by one of his legs, after which it is ~mpossible for him to 
escape. 

"That you may form a more clear idea of "·hat a man fa 
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capable of executing, with courage and address, I \rill tell 
you of something I s:nv during my residence in that part of 
the world. A native of the country had committed some 
offence, for ·which he was condemned to labour several 
years in the galleys. He found means to speak to the 
goyernor of the town, and besought him to change tbe 
nature of his punishment. 'I have been brought up,' said 
he, 'a warrior, and fear dishonour, but not clea,th. Instead 
of consuming my strength and spirits in such an ignominious 
employment, let me have an opportunity of achieving some
thing worthy to be beheld, or of perishing like a bra-vc rnau 
in the attempt. In a few days a solemn feast is to be 
celebrated, at which you will be present, attended by all 
your people. I will there, in the presence of the whole 
city, encounter the fiercest bull you can procllrc. I want 
no assistance but my horse, no ·weapons but this cord; yet, 
thus prepared, I will meet his fury, and take him by the 
head, the horns, the feet, as you shall direct. I will then 
throw him down, bridle him, saddle him, and -rault upon 
his back ; in this situation, you shall turn out t,vo more of 
the fiercest bulls you can find, and I will attack them both, 
and put them all to death with my dagger, the instant you 
shall command.' The governor consented to this bra--vo 
man's request, more from curiosity to see so extraordinary a 
f-1pectacle, than from the opinion it would bo attended with 
success. 

"\Vhen the appointed day arrived, the inhabitants of the 
city assembled, and took their seats in a vast building w·hich 
surrounded a considerable open space, destined for this 
amazing combat. The brave American then appeared alono1 

on horseback, armed with nothing but his cord, and, after 
riding round the place, and saluting the company, he waited 
jntrepidly for his enemy. Presently an enormous bull \Yas 
let loose, who, as soon as he beheld the man, attacked him 
with all his fury. The American m~oidecl his shock with 
great dexterity, and galloped round. the bull; ,-rl)O, in his 
turn, betook himself to flight. Tho ·rnlirmt l10rscmau 
pursued hi.s flying enemy, and while he was thus eugnged, 
he clcsircd tho governor to direct where he would h rrn him 

J3 u 
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seized. He replied, it was a matter of indifference to him, 
nncl the American instantly throwing his noose, which he 
held readr all the time, caught the bull in his flight by one 
of his hind legs ; then, galloping two or three times round 
the animal, he so e1weloped him in the snare, that, after a 
few violent efforts to disengage himself, the bull fell to the 
earth. The American then leaped lightly from his horse, 
and the animal, "·ho had been perfectly trained up to this 
kind of combat, stood still and kept the cord extended ; 
,Yhile his master ad,·anced to the bull, and put him to death 
in an instant, by stabbing him with his dagger behind the 
horns. 

"All the assembly uttered a shout of admiration; but 
the conqueror told them, that what they had seen was 
nothing ; and disentangling his cord from the slaughtered 
beast, he composedly mounted his horse, and "TT"aited for a 
new and more formidable enemr. Presently, the gate of the 
torillo ,·rns opened, and a bull, much more fw·ious than the 
last, rushed out, whom he was ordered to bridle and saddle, 
according to his engagement."-

" I declare," said Tommy, "this is the most wonderful 
story I ernr heard. I do not belim·e all the fine gentlemen 
I barn e-rer seen, put together, would dare to attack such 
a bull." 

" "\Vben the champion percei,·ed this second enemy 
approach, he waited for him," continued the Negro, "and 
::rrniclccl his shock, by making his horse ,Yheel nimbly round 
the bull. '\Vhen he had thus baffled his fury, and put his 
enemy to flight, he chased him some time, as he had done 
the former, till he droYe him near to the middle of th e 
enclosed space, ,Yhere a strong post bad been firmly fixed 
into the ground. As soon as he approached the ~pot, he 
threw the unerring 1100::;e, and, catehing the bull b_v the 
horns, rntangled him as be had clone before, and dragged 
him ,Yith some difficultr to the slake. 'I1o this he bound 
]1 im clown so c:losely, 'that it became impof-,siule for the 
creature either to resist or stir. Leaping then from his 
horse, ,Yhich remained imrnoyenble as before, he took a 
sndd1e, which had been left there on purpose, and girded it 



firmlf on the back of the bull; through his uostrils he 
ihnlst an iron ring, to "\Yhich was fixed a cord, which he 
brought oYer his neck ns a, bridle; and theu, arming his 
hand "~ith n. short spike, he nimbly vaulted upon the back 
of this new and terrible courser. 

" 1'he creature, all this time, did not cease to be1low 
,rith eyery expression of rage; ,rbich had not the lc:1st 
effcd upon the mind of this Yaliant man. On the contrary, 
coolly taking a, kuife, he cut the cord which bound l1im 
to the stake, and restored him to perfect Jibertr. The 
creature, thus disengaged, exerted eYeq effort of strength 
and fury to tbrm...- his rider, "\Yho kept his seat undaunted '. 
in spite of all. The gates of the torillo ,rere then thro,rn 
open, and hrn other furious bulls rnshecl out, am1 seemed 
ready to attack the man; but, the instant they perc-ein'tl 
the manner in which he ,,,-as mountctl, their rnge garn ,,,-ay to 
terror, nncl they fled precipitately. The other bull followed 
his comp:mious, nncl bore bis rider seyeral times round the 
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amphitheatre in this extraordinary chase. This spectacle 
had already lasted some time, to tho admiration of all 
present; 1Yhen the goyernor ordered the man to complete 
the business, by putting all the bulls to death. He, in 
stantly drawin~ his knife, plunged it behind the horns of 
the bull he rode, 1Yhich immecliatcl_r dropped. do,Yn dead ; 
1Yh1le the conqueror, clisc11ga;ing himself as he foll, stood 
upright by the shughterccl animal. He then mounted his 
horse again, and, pm0sL1i11~· the chase as before, 1Yith his 
fo.tal noose clispatchecl both the surviYing animals 1Yithout 
tho least difficulty-." 

':l.1ommy expressed tho greatest admiration at this recital ; 
and no1

,,', as the evening bcg:in to aclrnnco, ::\Ir. Barlow· 
invited him to return. But 'l1ommy, instead of complying, 
took him by the hrrnd, thankei..l him for all his kindness and 
attention, but dedared his resolution of staying some t ime 
with his friend IInrry. "Tho more I consider my O\Dl 
behaviour," said he, ,: tho mor0 I fool myself ashamed of mr 
folly and ingratitude; bnt yon ha Ye taught me, my clear Sir, 
that all I ham in my pmver i::; to admowledge them ; 1Yhich 
I most willing]y do before all t his good family, and entreat 
lfarry to think that the impressions I 11011· foe], nrc srn.:h as 
I shall nerer forget ." Harry embraced his friend, aucl 
as.-mrcd him once moro of Lis being perfectly reconciled; 
and all the family stood mute ,vith admiration at tho con
cl 'dl'Cnsion of the young gentleman, who was not ash::uncd 
of n.(:knoy;leclgiug his faults eycu to his inferiors. 

I\fr. Ihrlow apprnYecl of Tommy's design, and took upon 
him to awwcr for the consent of J\lr. :Merton to his staying 
!',Orne timo ,,:ith IIarry; then, taking his learn of all tlie 
com p:1JjT, l~o de11artcd . 

r•, ' .L . f 1• £' 1 • l Jommy bcg:111 noYt to enter upon a course o lLO w111cn 
,rn., Yorr litt.lo com,i::-;tent ,rith his former liabits. IIr 
frnnpcd 'with great chccd'ulucss, and eren fornul hi1rn::.cll' 
ha1)PV y,·ith t.hc rustic fare which 1Yas set lJeforc him, 
1~cco111p:miccl, r.g it was, 1Yith mrnffedccl ci vilitr, and a 
Leady welcome. He 1Ycnt to bed early, ancl slept Ycry 
soLmc.lly all 11ig~1L; howeYcr, when Harr_y came to <.:all him 
the noxt morni11g at firn, as he hau. made him promise to 
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do, he found a consider::ible difficulty in rousing himself at 

the summons. Conscious pride, ho'irnYer, and the ne,...-Jy,. 

acquired dignity of his character, supported him. He 

recollected that he should disgrace himself in the eyes of 

his father, of ]Hr. 13arlo,'", and of all the family \Yith 

whom he now ,vas, if he appeared incapable of acting up to 

his own cleclarations; he therefore made rt noble effort, 

1cflped out of bed, dressed himself, and followed IInr~·y. 

Kot contented with this, he accompanied him in nll hi..i 

rustic employments; and, as no kind of country exercise 

\Yas entirely new to him since his residence ,Yith T\Ir. 

Barlow, ho acq_uittecl himself with a degree of dexterity 

that gninccl him new commendations. 
'rhus did he pass the first chy of his visit; with some 

liHle difficulty, indeed, but without clc...-iating from his reso

hLtion. 'rho second, he fouml bis change of life infinitely 

more tolerable; and, in a very little time, he \Yas almost 

rcconci1ed to his new situation. The additional exercise he 

took, improved his health aml strength, and added so con

siclerably to his nppetite, that he began to think the table 

of .Farmer Sandford surpasse(l all that he had eyer tried 

before. 
13y thus practising the common uscfLtl occupations of 

1 tf'e, he began to feel a more tender interest in the common 

concerns of his fcllo,Y-creatures. IIe now found, from his 

own experience, that :i\Ir. 13arlo,Y bad not deceived him in 

the yarious representations he had made of the util-ity of 

the lower classes, and consequently of the humanity ,-rhich 

is due to them when they disc1rnrge their duty. Nor clicl 

that gentleman abandon his little friend in this important 

trial. Ile -risited him frequently, pointed out cyerythiug 

that was curious or interesting about the farm, ancl 

encouraged him to persevere by his praises. 
"You arc no,v," said 1\Ir. 13arlow, one da:·, '' beginning 

to practise those yirtues ,,hich have rcndcrecl the great 

men of other times so justly famous. It is not by sloth , 

or finery, or the mean indulgence of our appeti.tes1 that 

greatness of cha meter, or cyen reputation, is to be at q uircc1. 

He ,vho ,,onld excel others in virtue or kno,vledge, must 
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first excel them in temperance and application. You cannot imagine that men fit to command an army, or to girn laws to an estate, ,Ycre ever formed by an idle and efiemiuate 
education. And tell me, my little friend, since clrnnce, not merit, too freqllently allots the situation in "·lrich men are to ac~, had you rather, in a, high station, appear to all maukmd unworthy of the achantages you enjo_r, or, in a low one, seem equal to ihe most exalted employments uy your Yirtnes and abilities." 

During the eYening, Tommy frequently c01wcrsed wiih IJ10 Lonest Kcgro concerning the most remarkable c:irc1rn1-stances of the couniry 11·hcre he was born. Ono ni£;lit ibat be seemed peculiarly inquisiti,·e, ihe X egro gaye hirn the following accollnt of himself:-
" I TI"as born," said he, "in tho neigh bourhoocl of tho rirer Gambia, in Africa. In this countr.v people arc astonished nt m~- colour, and start at the sight of a black man, as 

if he did not belong to their specir~; but there eYerybody rcscmLlcs me, and ,rbeu the first ,Yhitc men lnnded upon our coast, i':c Yrere as much surprised ,Yith their appearance ns you can be ,Tith ours. In some parts of tbe ,rorhl I 
kffe seen men of a, yellow hue; in others, of a, copprr colour; and all ham the foolish vanity to despise their fellow-creatures, as infinitely inferior to themscl-ves. 

"In the country ,,here I ,ms born, it is not only man ,·d10 difl:ers from ,Yhat TI"e see here, but everything else. "\Ve ha.yo neither ice, nor frost, nor snow; the trees newr lose their leayes, and '\Ye ham fruits in ernry season of the 
year. During se.-eral months, indeed, TI"e are scorched by unremitting heats, which parch the ground, dry up the rivers, and afilict both men and animals with intolerable thirst. J n that season, you may behold lions, ti,g-crs, elephants, and a rnricty of other ferocious :minrnl~, dri\·cn from their dark abodes in the midst of impenetrable forestt:i, down to the lo"·er grounds and the sides of rivers; eycry night ,rn hear their sarnge yells, their cries of rage, nnd think oursches scarcely safo in our cottngcs. In ibis country you ham reduced all other animals to subjection, aud hare nothing to fear, except from each othrr. You 
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eyen shelter yourselves in mansions that seem intended to 

last for ever ; in houses of brick or stone ; but, ,vith us, a 

few reeds twisted together, and perhaps daubed oyer with 

slime or mud, compose the -whole of our dwellings. Yet 

the innocent Negro w·ould sleep as happy and contented 

as you do in your pabces, if white men did not drag him 

by fraud and violence away, and force him to endure all 

the excesses of your cruelty. 
" It was in one of these cottages that I first remember 

anything of myself. A few stakes set in the ground, and 

interwoven with dry leases, covered at top with the spread

ing leaves of the palm, composed our dwelling. On1 

. forniture consisted of three or four earthen pipkins, in 

,..,hich our food was dressed; a few mats woven with a 

silky kind of grass to sene as beds; the instruments with 

which my mother turnecl the ground, and the ja-Yelin, arrows, 

and lines, ,Yhich my father used in fishing or the chase. 

The first thing that I can remember of myself, was my 

running nalrnd a,bout snrh a cottage as I ha.Ye describctl 
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with fom· of my little brothers and sisters. Sometimes I used to go with ~my mother to the field, where all the women of the ,illage 1Yere assembled to plant rice for their subsi.-,;tencc. The joyful songs which the,r used to sing amid their toils, delighted my car; and, ,i-hen their daily i.nsk was done, they danced together under the shade of spreading palms. In this manner dicl they raise the simple food ,rhich was sufficient for themsehes and their chilclre11 ; yams, a root resembling your potato, Indian corn, and, aborn all, rice; to this 1Yere arlc1ed the fruits which nature prnclucecl in om· woods, and the produce of the chase and fishing. Yet with this we are as much contented as you nre 1Yith dl your splendid tables; and enjoy n greater share of health and strength. As soon as the fiery beat of the sun declined, you might behold the master of ernry <'ottage reposing before his own door, and feasting upon Jiis mess of roots or fruits, w·ith all his family around him . Jf Q irayeJler or stranger happened to come from a distant conutry, he was welcome to enter into ernry house, and share the proyisions of the family. No doo~ was barred against his entrance, no surly servant insulted him for his poYcrty. Ho entered 11hereYer he pleased, set himself dO\,n ,nt-h the family, and then puTSued his journey, or rcpo~ed himself in quiet till the next morning. In each of our towns there is generally a large building, where the elder part of the society are accustomed to meet in the shnde of tho eyening, and conwrse upon a, Yariety of subjects ; the young and ,igorous dirnrt themseh·es ,-rith dnnces and. other pastimes, and the children of different ngcs amuse themselrns ,nth a, thousand sports and gambols adapted to their age. Some aim their little arrows at marks, or dart their light and blunted. jarnlins at each other, to form themselrns for the exercises of war and the cha1-c; others wrestle upon the sand, or run in sportirn races, 1Yid1 a degree of activity which I ham ne-rnr seen among the Europeans, who pretend to be our masters. 
,: I ham described to you the building of our houses; F-irnplc n~ ihey are, they answer eYery purpose of human life ; and c-rery man is his own architect. A lmndred or 
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two of these edifices compose our towns, which are generally 
surrounded by lofty hedges of thorns to secure us from the 
midnight attacks of wild beasts, with only a single entnmce, 
\'rhich is carefully closed at night "-

" You talk," said Tommy, "of "TT·ild. beasts; pray, ha·rn 
you many in your country?" 

" Yes, master," said the Negro, "we have them of many 
sorts, equally dreadful and ferocious. First, ,re have the 
lion. Sometimes, the most valiant of our youths assem blc 
in bands, arm themselves with arrows and javelins, and go 
to hunt one of these destructive animals. \Vhen they haYc 
found his retreat, they generally make a circle round, 
uttering shouts and cries, and clashing their arms, to rouse 
him to resistance. The lion, meam,hile, looks round upon 
his assailants ,vith indifference or contempt ; neither their 
number, nor their horrid shouts, nor the glitter of their 
arms, can daunt him for an instant. At length he begins 
to lash his sides ,Yith his long tail, a certain sign of rising 
rage; his eyes sparkle ,sith destructive fire; and if the 
number of the hunters is very great, he perhaps mo-ves 
slowly on. But this he is not permitted to do; a javelin 
thrown at him from behind, wounds him in the flank, and 
compels him to turn. Then you behold him roused to fury 
and desperation ; neither wounds, nor streaming blood, nor 
a triple row of barbed spears, can prevent him from 
springing upon the daring hunter \\"ho has ,vounded him. 
Should he reach him in the attack, it is certain death; but 
generally the hunter, who is at once contending for glory 
and his own life, and is inured to danger, P.voids him by a 
nimble leap; and all his companions hasten to his assistance. 
Thus is the lion pressed and vrnunded on every side ; his 
rage is jneffectual, and only exbausts bis strength the 
faster; a hundred wounds arc pouriug out his blood at 
once ; and at length he bites the ground in the agonies of 
death, and yields the victory, though tmconque:red. When 
he is dead, ho is carried back in triumph by the hunters, as 
a tropby of their courage. All the village rushes out at 
once; the young, the old, ,vomen and children, uttering 
joyful shouts, and praising the valour of their champions. 
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The elders admire his procpgious size, his mighty limbs, lus 
dreadful fangs, and perhaps repeat tales of their own 
exploits; the women seem to tremble at their fierce enemy, 
even in his death ; while the men compel their children to 
approach the monster, and tinge their little weapons in his 
blood. All utter joyful exclamations, and feasts are made 
in ernry house, to which the ,ictors are inYited as the 
principal guests. These are intended at once to re,,rnrd 
those \"';'ho ham performed so gallant an achiernment, and to 
encourage a spirit of enterprise in the rest of the nation." 

"What n. dreadful kind of hunting must this be!" ~aid 
Tommy ; "but I suppose if any one meets a lion alone, it is 
impossible to resist him." 

" Not ahrnys," answered the Negro ; "I ,,ill tell you 
"hat I once was witness to myself. 1\Iy father ,ms reckoned 
:not only the most skilful hunter, but one of the brayest of 
our tribe; innumerable are the ,Yild beasts which ham 
fallen beneath his arm. One evening, when the inhabitants 
of the whole Yillage ,,ere assembled at their sports and 
dances, a monstrous lion, allured, I suppose, by the smell of 
human flesh, burst unexpectedly upon ihem, without 
,,arning them of his approach by roarjng, as he commonly 
docs. As they were unarmed, and unprepared for defeuce, 
all but my father instantly fled, trembling, to their huts ; 
but he, w·ho had ne,er yet tmned his back upon any beast 
of the forest, drew from his side a kind of knife or dagger, 
,,hich he constantly wore, and, placing one knee and one 
hand upon the groLmd, waited the approach of his terrible 
foe. The lion instantly rushed upon him, ,,ith a fury not to 
be described; but my father received him upon the point of 
his weapon with so steady and so composed an aim, that he 
buried it several inches in his belly. The beast nttacked 
him a second time, and a second time received a dreadful 
\rn1md; not, however, without laying bare one of my 
father's sides with a sudden stroke of his cla.ws. The rest 
of the villsge then rushed in, and soon dispatched the lion 
,Yith innumerable wounds. 

" This exploit appeared so extraordinary, that it spread 
my father's fame throughont the ,Yhole country, and gaYe 



him the namo of the Undaunted Huntm-. as an honourable 

distinction from the neighbourhood. Un,der such a parent, 

it was not long before I was taught eyery art of the chase 

At first, my father only suffered me to pursue stags and 

other- feeble auimals, or took me in his canoe to fish . Soou, 

ho\-YeYer: I ,yas entrusted with a bow and arrows, and placed 

"ith many other children and young men to defend our 

rice-fields from the depredations of the river-horse. Rice, 

it is necessary to observe, is a plant that requires great 

moisture in the soil; all our plantations, therefore, are 

made by the side of 1-i-rnrs, in the soft fertile soil ,Yhich is 

ovedlowed in the rainy season . J3ut when the grain is 

almost ripe, ,rn are forced to defencl it from a yariety of 

hurtful an~mals) that ,-rould othen-rise cleprirc us of the 

fruits of our labours; among these, one of the principal i::i 

the creature I lrnxe mentioned. His size and bulk arc 

immense, being twice as big as the largest ox ,Yhich I ha-re 

seen in this country. Ho has four legs, v;hic:h are short 

and thick; a head of a monstrous magnitude, and j::nYs that 

are armec1 \Yith teeth of a prodigious size aucl strength ; 

besides t,Yo promiucnt tu ks, ,vhich 1. hreaten destrudiou to 

all a sailants. 
"But this animal, though so hrgc and ~tr01~g: i.s f'biefl.y 
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an inhabitant of the rirnr, ,-rhm·e he lirns upon fish and water-roots. It is sometimes a curious, but a dreadful sight, w·ben a boat is gliding ornr a smcoth part of the stream, of unusual depth and clearness, to look down and behold this monstrous cren,ture tra-velling dong the bottom, sernral yards belo,v tbe surface. Whenernr this happens, tbo boatman instantly paddles :mother '"my; for such is the rtrength of the creature, that he is able to OYerset a bark of moderate size, by rising under it, or to tear out a, plank 1Yith his fangs, and expose those who arc in it to tho dangers of an unexpected shipwreck. All the day he chiefly hides l1imse]f in the "\T"ator, and preys upon fish; but during tho gloom of night he issues from tbc rfrer, and inrndcs the field::; of standing corn, which he would soon Jay desolate, 1Yere he not driYen back by the shouts and cries of those ,-rho arc stationed to dofond them. 
"At this 1YCl'k I had assisted several successirn nights, till ,,e 11oro almost Yreariecl 1Yith Yrntching. At length, one of tho most enterprising of our young men proposed, that wo should no longer content om·sehes 1Yith driYing back the enemy, but boldly attack him, and punish him for his temerity. ,Vith this purpose, 1Ye concealed onrsclrns in a conYenient spot, till 1YC had seen one of tho rfrer-horscs is::iuo from the 1.--rater, and advance a considerable 1,;-ay into our plantations ; thou 11e rushed from our hiding place with furious shouts and cries, and endea,;ourecl to intercept his return; but the beast, confiding in his superior strength, achancecl slovdy on, snarling horribly, and gnashing bis dreadful tusks ; and in this manner he opened his 1rny through the thickest of our battalions. In min wo poured upon him on eYery side our darts and arrows, and eYery ,vcnpon we had ; so ,,;ell defended was he in an impenetrabJ e bide, that they all either rebounded as from a ,rnU, or glanced aside without in tho least hurting him. .A.t length, one of the boldest of our 3~outh aclYanced unguarclecll y upon him, and endeay~ured to 11om1d him from a shorter distance; but the fm·10us beast rushed upon him with an unexpected degree of s11iftnoss, ripped np bis brdy witl1 a single stroke of his enormous tusk, and then, 
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seizing him in his furious jaws, lifted up his- mangled body 
as if in triumph, and crushed him into a bleeding and 
mangled mass. 

"]?ear instantly seized upon our company; all involun
tarily retreated, and seemed inclined to quit tho unequal 
combat ; all but myself, vd10, inflmnecl ,,ith grief and rage, 
for the loss of my companion, determined either to revenge 
his death, or perish in the attempt. Seeing, therefore, that 
it was in vain to attack the animal in the usual manner, 
I chose the sharpest arnw, and fitted it to the bowstring ; 
then, "ith a cool, unterrificd aim, observing him moving 
nimbly on to the ri\'"er, I discharged it full at his broad 
and glaring eye-ball with such success, that the barbed point 
penetrated even to his brain ; and the monster fell e:x.piring 
to the ground. 

"This action, magnified bcyo:c.d its deserts, gained me 
uni \'ersal applause throughout the hamlet. I ,,as from that 
time looked upon as one of the most Yaliant and fortunate 
of our youths. rrhe immense body of the monster ·which I 
had slain was cut to pieces, and borne in triumph to the 
village. All the young women received me with songs of 
joy and congratulation; the young men adopted me as 
their leader in eyery hazardous expedition ; and the elders 
applauded me with such expressions of esteem, as filled 
my ignorant heart ,,'"ith Yanity and exultation. 

"J3ut what ,,·as more agreeable to me than all the rest, 
my father receiYed me with transport, and, pre~sing me to 
his bosom with tears of joy, told me, that now he could 
die with pleasm'e, since I had exceeded his most sanguine 
expectations. ' I,' said he, 'have not liYecl inactiYe, or 
inulorious ; I hase transfixed tho tjgcr vvith my shafts; 
I 

0

haye, though alone, attacked in his rage tlJO lion, the 
terror of the woods, the fiercest of animals; even th0 
e1cpbant has been compelled to turn his back, and il.Y 
before my jaxelin; but ne,er, in i.he pride o.f my youth autl 
strength, clid I achieve such an e:s.ploit as tbjs,' Ile then 
went into his cabin, and brought forth the bow and fatal 
arrows ,rhich 11 0 ,ms accustomed to use in the cliase. 

'Take them, take them,' said he, 'my son, and rescue my 
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weaker arm from a burthen which it is no longer destined 
to sustain. Age is now creeping on; my blood begins to 
cool, my sine-ws slacken, and I am no longer equal to the 
insk of supporting the glories of our race. That care shall 
110"\\' be thine; and ,,..ith a firmer hand shalt thou hence
forth use these weapons against the beasts of the forest and the enemies of om· country.'" 

Such ,rns the account "\Yhich the Negro gave to Tommy, in difierent conversations, of his birth and education. His 
curiosity was gratified with the recital, and his heart expanded 
in the same proportion that his kno,vledge improved. IIe 
re.fleeted, with shame and contempt, upon the ridiculous 1n·ej udices he had once entertained. }fo learned to consider all 
men as his brethreu; and the foolish distinctions which pride 
had formerly suggested were gradually obliterated from his 
mind. Such a change in his sentiments rendered him more 
mild, more obliging, more engaging than ever; he became 
the delight of all the family; and Harry, although he had 
:i.l \rnys lornd him, now knew no limits to his affoction. 

One clay '11ornrny was surprised by an unexpected visit from his father, ,rho met him with open arms, and told him 
i hat he was now come to take him back to his own house. 
'· I ha,.-e heard," said he, "such an accotmt of your present 
behaYiour, that the past is entirely forgotten; and I begin 
to glory in 011ning you for a, son." He then embraced him 
with tho transports of an affectionate father, who indulges 
ihe strongest sentiments of his heart, but sentiments he had long been forced to restrain. 

'l'ommy returned his father's caresses with genuine warmth, but ,.._.ith a degree of respect and humility he had 
ouce been little accustomed to use. "I will accompany you 
home, Sir," said ho, "with the greatest readiness; for I wish 
to sec rn_y mother, and hope to girn her some satisfaction by m,r future behm·iour. You haYo both had too much to 
complain of in the past; nncl I am unworthy of such 
affociionate parents." He then turned his foce asi<lo, and 
sbecl n, tear of real humility and gratitude, which he instantly 
wiped :rn·ay as unworthy the composure and fortitude of hio nc,v character. 
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" But, Sir," added he, " I hope you will not object to my 

detaining you a little longer, ,Yhi1e I return my acknow

ledgments to all the family, and take my leaYc of Harry ." 

"Surely," said :Mr. 1\'Ierton, "you can entertain no doubt 

on that subject; and, to giYe you every opportunity of 

discharging all your duties to a family to which you o,Yc 

so much, I intend to take a dinner with Mr. Sandford, 

whom I now see coming home, and then to return with yori. 

m the evening." 
At this instant Farmer Sandford approached., aml very 

respectfully saluting 1\1:r. ::Merton, invited him to ·walk in. 

But J\fr. :Merton, after returning his civility, drew him 

aside, as if he had some priYate business to communicate. 

When they vrnre alone, he made him eYery acknow-ledgment 

that gratitude could suggest; " But ·words," added ]Ur. 

:Merton, " are very insufficient to retm'.n the favoms I haYe 

received; for it is to your excellent family, together "·ith 

the virtuous :l\Ir. Barlow, thnt I owe the preservation of my 

son. Let me, therefore, entreat you to accept of ,·d1at this 

pocket-book contains, as a slight proof of my sentiments; 

and lay it out in whatever manner you please, for tho 

adrnntage of your family." 
l\fr. Sandford, who ,,as a man both of sense and humour, 

took the book, and examining the inside, found that it 

contained bank notes to the amount of some hundred 

pounds. He then carefully shut it up again, and returning 

it to l\Ir. l.Ierton, told him, that "he -.,yas infinitely obliged 

tu him for the generosity which prompted him to such a 

princely act; but, as to the present itself, he must not be 

offeucled if it ,Yas declined." ::\Ir. J\Ierton, still more asto

nished at such disinteresteclness. pressed him 1Yiih eyery argu

ment be could think of; he desired him to consider the state 

of hi::, family; his daughters unprovided for; his son himself, 

with dispositions that might adorn a throne, bl'ought up to 

labour; and his own aclrnncing age, whid1 demanded case 

and respite, ancl an :increase of the com cnicnccs of life . 

" And 1Yhat," replied the honest farmer, "is it but these 

conYenicnces of life, that arc the ruin of nll the nation? 

,vhen I was a, young man, 1Iastcr JHerton (nnd that is near 
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forty years ago), people in my condition thought of nothing 
but doiJ.1g their duty to God and man, and labouring hard ; 
this brought d01-rn blessing upon their heads, and made 
them thrirn in all their worldly concerns. When I was a 
boy, farmers did not lie droning in bed as they do now, till 
six or seYen; my father, I beliern, was as good a, judge of 
business ns any in the neighbourhood, and turned as straight 
a furrO"\v as any ploughman in the county of Devon ; that, 
sil rnr cup v,·hic.:h I intend to have the honour of drinking 
your health out of to-da,y at dinner, that very cup was ,-von 
b_v him at the great ploughing-match near Axmiuster. 
"\\'"ell, my father used to say, that a former was not worth 
a farthing v.-110 ,·ms not in the field by four ; and my poor 
clear mother, too, tho best-tem1)ere<l ,,oman in the world, 
she always began milking exactly at firn; and if a single 
soul \'i·as to be found in bed after four in the summer, 
you might haye heard her from one end of the farm to the 
other. I would not disparage anybody, or ~nything, my 
good sir, but those "\Yere times indeed ; the -,,,;-omen, then, 
knew something about the management of a house; it 
really was quite a pleasure to hear my poor mother lecture 
the servants; and the men ,,ero indeed-pray, did you eYer 
hear the story of father's being at Truro, and thro,,ing the 
famous Cornish 11rcstler, Squinting Dick, the miner?" 

l\Ir. l\Ierton began to be convinced that, ·whatcrnr otlicr 
qualities good l\Ir. Sandford might haYe, he did not excel 
in bre-rity ; and therefore, enderwoured in still sti'ouger 
terms to OYercome the delicacy of the farmer, and prernil 
upon him to accept his present. 

Bnt the good former pursued his point thus: "Thank 
you, thank yon, my dear Sir, a thousand times, for your 
good-will; but, a.' to tho monc_r, I must beg your pardon 
if I persist in refusing it. J?ormerJy, Sir, as I ,ms saying, 
we \'I ere all happy and healthv, and our affairs prospered, 
because "\\'C neYC.l' thought abcmt the c01wcniences of life; 
now I hear of nothing cl::ic. One neighbour (for I ,rill not 
mention names) brings his 8011 up to go a shooting ·with 
gentlemen; another send;:; l1is to market upon a blootl-horsc, 
,rith a, pJutccl bridle; :rncl then the gir1.·, foe girl::;!- there is 
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fine work indeed !-They mHst h[Lve theie hats and feathers, 
and riding habits; but scarcely one of them can. milk a 
cow, or clrnrn, or bake, or clo any one th:ng that is neces
sm·y in a family; su that, unless the government w:11 send 
them all to this new settlement which I haYe heard so muc.:h 
of, and bring us a cargo of plain, honest housewives, ,rho 
have neYer been at boarding-schools, I cannot concefre how 
we fn,rmers are to get ',r:.res." 

l\Ir. l\Ierton laugh(;\<l rerv heartily at this sally, and told 
him, that he ·would Yeuturc 10 assert it was not so at hid 
house. "Not quite so bad, indeed," said the farmer; "my 
wife vrns bred up under a notable mother; and, though she 
rnust haYe her tea cver_y afternoon, she is, in the main, a very 
good sort of ,;rnman. She has brought her daughters up a 
little better than usual; but I can assure you, she aucl I 
have had many a good argument upon the subject. Kot 
but she approves thei r milking, spinning, and making them
selves useful; but sLe ,rnuld fain have them genteel, 
iiaster :Merton; all ,rnmcn 110w are mad after gentility ; 
and, when once gentility begins, there is an end of in~ 
dustry. Ko,,-, ,rnre they to hear of such a sum as you 
hnxe generously offered, there would be no peace in the 
house. 1\Iy we11c.:hes, -iusiend of Deb and Kate, would be 
l\Iiss Deborah rmd :Miss Catherine; in a little time, tl1ey 
mm;t be sent to bonnling-school, to learn French aud 
music, nml wriggling about the room. And, when they 
come back, "ho ,Yill b0il ihe pot, or make the pudding, or 
s,recp ihe house, or sen c tho pigs? Did you ever hear of 
.J\li::;s Juliann, or J\liss Harriet, or l\Iiss Carolina, doiug 
snc.:h ntlgar things ? " 

JHr. ::'.llertuu \\·as ycrv much struck with the honest 
farmer's method of C'l .. pressiug himself, and could not hel:? 
iuternally allo,Ying the truth of his represent.i.tions; yet he 
still. p1·esscd him to accept his present, and remimled him of 
the jmproYemcnt of his farm . 

'· Thunk you, ngain and again," replied the farmer; '· but 
the whole generation of the Sandforcls have been brought up 
to la.bow· 1Yith their om1 bands for ibcsc hundred years; 
and cluriug all that time there has not been a di::;honest 

C l 
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person, a, gentleman, or n, madman amono·st us . And 
I will not be the first to brenk the <.:ustoms 

0

of the family, 
and perhaps bring clown a curse on all our hcacls." 

Mr. :Merton, feeling the justic0 of his coaese, but strong 
morality, was obliged, ho,vever reluctantly, to desist; just 
then ::.\lrs. Sandford c::nne to i1nite them to dinner. 

Afh~r the cloth ,ms rcmon:d, aud ~fr. Si.t.o.dford had 
twie.:i or thrice replenished hia sihcr mug, i.hc onlr pi0.ce of 
finery in his house, little llarry cnmc nu:ming iE 1f1th so 
much alacrity and heedlessness that he tore ::.Iiss Deborah's 
best apron, and he had nearly precipitated ?.Ii.:is Catherine's 
new cap into the fire ; for ·which the young ladies and his 
mother rebuked. him with some a..:rimony. But Ilarry, 
after begging parclon with his usEal good-humour, cried, 
"Father, father, here is the prettiest team of horses, all 
matched, ancl of a colour, with nc,v harness, the most 
complete I eyer saw in my life, and they ham stopped at 
our back-door, and the man s:iys they ar0 brought for you! " 
Farmer Sandford "·as just then in the mid.Ile of his history 
of the plonghjng-match at Axminstcr; but he started up, 
oYerset the fa b]e, and, making a hasty apology to ]Ur. 
::.\Ierton, ran out to see these ,vonderful horses. 

Prescntl_r he returned, in equal admiration with his son. 
"l\fos1.:cr Jlcrton," said he, "I did not think you had been 
so gooi.1 a, judge of n. horse. Ther are the true Suffolk 
Sorre]s, the iirst breed of y1·orking horses in the kingdom, 
aml thr~c arc some of the best of their kind." '· Such as they 
are,'' answered ::.\Ir. :Merton, :: tbes arc yours; and I cannot 
think, aftcl' the obhgn.tions I am under to yom' family, 
tbat yon ,Yill do me so great a displeasure as to refuse." , 

:,Ir. Sandford stood for some time iu mute astonishment; 
but, at lc1J 6th, he ,...-as beginnjng the most ciYil speech ho 
could think of, to refose so great a, present; whe_n Tommy 
comino- up, took him by the hand, and begged him not to 
denv t°o his father mlll himself the first farnur they had eyer 
askicl. '· Beside::::," :said. he, "th1::; present i::; less to yourself 
thau i.o lfarry; and sm·ely, nfter having l_i,·ccl _so long in 
,·our familv yon \iill not turn me out ,,,- .. Lh disgrace, as 
if I ]1,ul 1~1;s·belrnwd." Here lfarry himself interposed 
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and l.Jesouglit him L., c: : ,1::.gc =\laster J'.>;lcrtou arnl hi::, father. 
'· ,Vere it an:: 011e cLsc: i._ 'Xot~Ll not say t~ word," nddecl he ; 
·· but I kno\,- tho gencrosit_Y of 1Ir. -:i\lcrton aml the goocl
rn.:•.;;::; of ~la:::ter Tommy f.J ,...-ell, that they will 1·cceive more 
plc:mmrc from hiYing; than you from taking the horses ; 
t!iuti•jh l mu:::;t confess_. U:o;; :,re snch as ,Yould clo credit to 
;m)·bocly, aml they beat farmer K.110\Yles's aU to nothing, 
which have long bet'll 1'('('\:,-1,ccl the best team :in all the 

<.:OU!ltl'V." 
Thi:.: b:::t rdlcd !011 , jc '. :- · 1 ·xi1 h :l1l tk1.t h:lll 1irccctlrtl, 
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ovel'came the delicacy of 1\Ir. Sandford, :L l h0 at length 
consented to order the horses to be led into his stable . 

. A.nd now l\Ir. :l\Ierton, having made the most affectionate 
ae;]mowledgments to all this Yrnrthy and happy familr, 
among whom he dicl not forget the honest Black, whom he 
he promised to provide for, s, .mmoned his son to depart 
with him. Tommy arose, and "·itb the sincerest gratitude, 
bade adieu to Harry and all the rest. "I shall not be long 
,,ithout you," said he to Harry; "to yom' example I ow-e 
most of the little good that I can boast; you b:n-c taught 
me ho,v much better it is to be useful than ric:h or fine; 
how much more amiable to be good than to be great. 
Should I ever be tempted to relapse, eYen for au 1...1stant, 
into any of my former habits, I ,\·ill return hithrr for 
instruction, and I hope you ,,ill again rece;irn me.'' , ':1ying 
this, he shook his friend Harry afiectionately by the Lan<l, 
and, with w·atery eyes, accompanied his father home. 
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22. THE YOUNG MAROONERS; or, Robert and Harold 
on the Florida Coast. By F. R. Go u LDl:-. G. L !t;s tr~. ted. 



Ward, Lock, &, Co.'s Juvenile Books. 

THE YOUTH'S LIBRARY OF WONDERS AND 
ADVENTURE. 

Including JULES VER:rn's STARTLIXG STORIES, with Coloured Plates, Picture wrapper, rs. each; or cloth gilt, 2s. 
r. A JOURNEY INTO THE INTERIOR OF THE EARTH. Dy JULES VERXE, With Three Coloured Plates. 
2. THE ENGLISH AT THE NORTH POLE. By JULES VER:>:E. Ditto. 

3. THE ICE DESERT. By JULES VERNE. Ditto. 
4. FIVE WEEKS IN A BALLOON. Dy JULES VERNE, Ditto. 

5. THE MYSTERIOUS DOCUMENT. By JULES VERNE. Ditto. 

6. ON THE TRACK. Dy JULES VERXE. Ditto. 
7. AMONG THE CANNIBALS. By JULES VERNE, Ditto. 

8. TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES THE SEA. By JULES VERNE. Part I. Ditto. 9. Part II. Ditto. 
IO. TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST. D ANA , 

UNDER 

By R.H. 
II. FROM THE EARTH TO THE MOON. Dy JuLEs VERNE. With Three Colourd Pbtes. 
12. ROUND THE MOON. By J ULES VERNE. With Two Coloured Plates. 
13. HISTORY OF SANDFORD AND MERTON. l:ly T1-10~1As D.11·. With Eight Page Engravings. 
14. BARON MUNCHAUSEN. (His Life, Travels, and Extraordinary Ad1·entllres.) Dy Lhe La,t of his Family. 

JULES VERNE18 WONKS-DOUBLE VOLU/111£8. 
Crown 8vo, picture boart!~, price 2s. ; handsome cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 

1. ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN HATTERAS. Containing The En~k;h at the North Pole, and The Ice Desert. With Six Coloured Pictures. 
2. TWENTY THOUSAND LEAGUES UNDER THE SEA. First and Second Series, complete . With Six Co!oured Pictures. 

3. THE WONDERFUL TRAVELS. Containing A J ourney into th e Interior of the Earth, and Five Weeks in a Balloon. With Six Coloured P ictures. 
4. THE MOON VOYAGE. Containing From the Earth to the :Moon, and Round the l\foon. With Five Coloured Pictures. 



Gift Bods for Children. 
------------ - ----- - ------
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THE " L I TTL E P £ T " 8 ERIE 8. 
Picture boards, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d. 

I. OUR LITTLE PET'S O\tVN PICTURE BOOK. 
·with 16o lllustrations. 

2. NEW COMICAL NURSE RY RHYMES AND 
STORIES TO MAKE LITTLE CHlLDREN LAUGH. Nu
merous Jllustrations. 

3. PRETTY LITTLE LESSO NS FOR PRETTY 
LITTLE CH ILDREN . With 250 Illustrations. 

4. EASY TALES AND PLEASANT STORIES 
FOR OUR YOUNG FRIENDS. W ith upwards of 200 Illustra
ti ons . 

5. BIBLE SKETCHES FROM THE OLD AND 
NEW TESTAMENTS, adapted for JuYenile reading, With abc:t:t 
80 Illustrations. 

6. SACRED READINGS FOR YOUNG CHIL
DREN. Selected from the Old Testament. With about 6o En
gravings. 

8. THE CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF PICTURES, 
TALES, AND POETRY. Numerous Illustrations. 



TVa.ril, L ock, &, Co. 's Juvenile B t1,;.{ s. --- ------------ - ---------
THE " LITTLE PET " SERIES- continued. 

9. FAVOURITE NURSERY RHYMES FOR .:--. l;R SERY F AVOUR I T ES. Wi th about 2co Illi:~trr,t'; -~. 
ro. MERRY RHYMES AND STORI E S FOR . IERRY LITTLE L E A R N E RS. W ith abou t c;o 1 1 ,t_-.,:: ::s. 
II . LITTLE 

HOOK. Super-royal 16010, numerous Coloured I:!,:-t J .:~. ,. 

FANNY' S NURSERY P~ CT U RE 

ANN AND JANE TAYLOR'S POET ~ '/ FOR C H ILDRE:'-1'. Containing the Origina! Poems, H , 'r Infan t :l\Iinds, and Rhym~s for the ::--l'ursery. \V.th many I.I.~: ...... ~- Crown 8vo, handsome cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 

THE CHILD'S POPULAR FAIRY TALES, TOLD FUR T HE HU~DREDTH T L\l E . By H. W. D,--l: :::. Ph.D . \ Vith 16 Coloured Pictures and 276 other Illu>trati -··, -:.: i; :;-· ~. ,·ed by DALZIEL Brothe rs, from designs l,y eminent .-\ rtists. ! .. 1;-.: i .. l 1fmo, 420 pp. , large type, cloth extra, g ilt edges, 5s. 

OUR NURSERY STORY BOOK. W it:1 2j'.) r:ctllll':, bv H. K. B1rnwNE, J. A l.lSOLON, J. A. p,.,~<}U IER, 1V. H .,,;•·::;, T . D. DALZ tEL, \ \' . .:\ l 'CoNNE LL, a nri H ARRISON W Ern, ~, _;·a1~,.: by t l.e Brothers DALZIEL. I mp erial 16mo, clo th gi l t, 5s. 

THE CHILD'S BOOK OF FRENCH A~D ENG-L ISH . Comprising One Hundred ar.d Two Lessors i:1 ,\'crds and Phrases, French and English, line for line. W ith Re r,Ji::.:; Book o f Simple Stories in French, for the use of Ch ildren of b:. 1, ,., ,:es, from Six to Twel"e years olu. Appropriately I llustrat:!l \':':'i Desig,,s, , , h'ch, of themseh·es, form :\Iode!s fo r D rawing. L -:-: ; ,r: • .1 161110, cbth gilt, 5s. 

THE CHILDREN'S FORGET-ME-NOT. .-\ Book of Pictures and Storie, for the \'011ng. Con tainin:; ': . :cs of the :\l o:iths, Tal~s about Animals, Seaside Ditties, S:c., .: :, l,p·.·:a rds of 100 large Engravings. Royal 4to, in be.1utiful n.>r..,I 1, .. ;--~er, 2s. 6d.; ha,~ :l,0:ne cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 

BI 3 LE STEPS FOR LITTLE PILGRIMS; or, .. .:r.pt,,re S tories for Little Folks . \ Vith 16 Colourcl 1: 1 ,,'•'.l:,ons and , 30 E:1gravings . 350 pages, large type, imperial 1cm ~, ~' th gi,t, 5s. 
SACRED STORIES FOR SUNDAY HO U RS ; or, Scripture Na rratives from the Old Testament. Wi th ') C•.!oured ant.! 25 plain Illustrations. Imperial 16mo, cloth gil t, 3s eel. 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD ; or, The Story of Jesus and His • .\pestles, for t'ie Young. \ Vith Coloured and o tr.er :.!ustra tions. I mperial :6mo, clot'i gilt, 3s. 6d. 



----- ---- - - - - ----

Moral Stories for the Young. 

WARD & LOCK 18 "GOOD-AIM BOOKS. 11 

Cloth gilt, One Shilling tach. 
Cloth extra, bevelled boards, gilt edges, IS, 6d. 

Thefen.tm·e ef tltis series ef B ouks is to encourage itt childltood a spirit 
of love, g·cnt!cness, nnd ,:hee1:fulness, wh.ile ajlording- amuse1:·1c1d n11d interest. 

I. THE ORIGINAL POEMS FOR CHILDREN. 
Dy Ax)! and J A:-IE TAYLOR. With Coloure<l Frontispiece. 

2. THE BASKET OF FLOWERS; or, Piety and 
Truth Triumphant. \V;th Coloured Frontispiece. 

3. ELLEN'S IDOL. 
lustrated. 

By the Author of " Tiny." 11-

5. SERMONS ON THE WALL. By JoH:-. TILLOTSON. 
Illustrated, 

6. GOLDY AND GOLDY'S FRIENDS. By MARY 
DEXSEL. Illustrated. 

7. THE ONE THING NEEDFUL; or, Ethel's Pearls. 
Illustrated. 

8. I DON'T KNOW HOW. 
Ill ustrated. 

By E. STUART PHE1.rs. I 
___ ______ J 



---------------· ---- - --------------

I. 
I 

lVard, Lock, &, Co.'s Juvenile Books. 

" Gooo Anr Boo Ks "-continued. 

9. SAYINGS AND DOINGS OF CHILDREN. By 
the Rev. J. B. Sn!ITH. Illustrated. 

IO. TINY. By ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS. With Coloured 
and other Illustrations. 

II. TINY'S SUNDAY NIGHTS. By E. STUART PHELPS. 
1\-ith Coloured and other Illustrations. 

12. THE ORPHAN BOY; or, From Peasant to Prince. 

13. TOM, TOM, THE PRINTER'S SON. A Boy's 
Story, Related by Himself. Illustrated. 

r4. ONLY A DANDELION. By the Author of" Stepping 
Heavenward." "\Vith Coloured and other Illustrations. 

15. FOLLOW ME. By the Author of" Stepping Heaven
ward." Illustrated. 

16. NEW YEAR'S BARGAIN. By SUSAN COOLIDGE. 
Illustrated. 

17. IN THE BEGINNING; or, From Eden to Canaan. 
Illustrated. 

18. CONQUERORS AND CAPTIVES; or, From 
David to Daniel. Illustrated. 

19. THE STAR OF PROMISE; or, From Bethlehem to 
Calvary. Illustrated. 

20. THE HISTORY OF THE ROBINS. By Mrs. 
T RIMMER. ·with Coloured Frontispiece . 

21. HYMNS FOR INFANT MINDS. By ANN and 
J ,\NE TAYLOR . Illustrated. 

22. RHYMES FOR THE NURSERY. By ANN and 
J Al\E T AY LOR. Illustrated. 

23. LITTLE SUSY'S SIX BIRTHDAYS. By the 
Author of "Stepping Heavenward." "\Vith many Illustrations. 

24. LITTLE SUSY'S LITTLE SERVANTS. By 
the Author of" St~pping Heavenward." \Viih Coloured Frontispiece, 
and other Illustrat10ns. 

25. LITTLE SUSY'S SIX SERVANTS. By the Author 
of" Stepping H eavenward." "\Vith Coloured Frontispiece, and other 
I llust r:Hi ons 

26. OH'Y A PENNY; or, One of the Least of These. By 
the Author of "A Tr,ip to Catch a Sunbeam." With many Illustrations. 



.lnterestiizg Stories and Poems. 

( 
! 

l 

, . ~-,-c=f/:~<'~~ :· 

THE GOO D Giff UBRARY FOR LITTLE PEOPLE. 
T here rl?'e 110 books more s11i!ablc .for cliildren than these. O.f a !ti'glt moral tone, combined wit!t 1JZost interesti ,rg tales and poetry, they 11ot only 

set .forth tl,e advwdages ef being " good," but they imp art a reverence and 
love .for the Creator and His 'lliorks, wlul e t lzeir cheapness brings tkem 
wit/tin tlze reacl, ef all. 

P ott 8vo, cloth gilt, Illustrated, price 6d. each. 
x. LITTLE SUSY'S LITTLE SERVANTS. First 

Ser ies. By the Author of " Steppi,;ig H eaveuward." 

2. L I TTLE SUSY'S LITTLE SERVANTS. Second 
Series. By di tto. 

3. LITTLE SUSY'S BIRTHDAYS. First Series. 
By di tto. 

4. LITTLE SUSY'S BIRTHDAYS . Second Series . 
By d itto. 

5. LITTLE SUSY'S TEACHERS. First Series. By 
ditto. 

6. LITTLE SUSY' S TEACHERS. Second Series. By 
dit to. 

7. OR I GINAL POEMS. First Series. By ANN and 
J ANE T AYLOR. 

8. ORIGINAL POEMS. Second Series. By ANN and 
J ANE T AYLOR. 

9. ORIGINAL P OEMS, Third Series. By ANN and 
JANE TAY L OR . 

IO. WATTS' DIVINE AN D MORAL S ONGS. 



TVard, Lock) & Co.'s Juz•enile Books. ~ ---------- I 

ffeclu rmtr 31.-1,mtr.somc $trirs ot .~uiirnffc 38Go!ts, 

THE PLAY-HOUR PICTURE BOOKS. 
Large 4to, splcntlidly printed in Colours, entirely new and handsome 

binding, cloth gilt extra, 5s. each. 

1. NURSERY RHYMES, A B C BOOK. With 58 
Coloured and 47 Plain Illustrations. 

2. LITTLE FOLKS' BEAUTY PICTURES. "\Yith 
many Coloured Illustrations, 

3. LITTLE TOT'S PLEASURE BOOK. With 42 
Coloured Illustrations (many full-page). 

4. CHILD'S OWN PICTURE BOOK OF ANIMALS. 
With 34 Coloured Illustraticns /22 full-page) and 56 Engravings. 

5. THE NURSERY FRIEND. 
Coloured Illustrations. 

With 24 full-page 

AUNT FANNY'S NURSERY TALES AND 
RHYl\1ES. With full-page Illustrations, printed in Colours. Cloth 
gilt, 3s. 6d. ; or mounted on linen, 5s. 

- ----------------- - ·---



Picture Present Books. 
i 

I 

AUNT FANNY'S PICTURE PRESENT BOOK. 
With many Illustrations, printed in Colours. Cloth gilt, 5s. 

AUNT FANNY'S PRETTY PICTURE BOOK. With 
Illustrations printed in Colours. Cloth, 3s. 6d. ; or mounted, 5s. 

CHILDREN'S PICT-ORIAL MUSEUM OF BIRDS, 
BEASTS, AND FISHES. With 16 Coloured Plates by HARRISON 
WEIR, aml 200 Engravings in the Text. Folio, picture boards, 5s. 

CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF SCRIPTURE PIC
TURES, OLD TESTAMENT. With over 100 Illustrations, boards, 5s. 

CHILD'S OWN BOOK OF SCRIPTURE PIC
TURES, NEW TESTAMENT. With over 100 Illustrations,boards, 5s. 

THE CHILD'S FAMOUS .PICTURE BOOK. With 
400 Pictures, The Cheapest Picture Book ever published. Cloth, 3s. 

THE ANIMAL PICTURE BOOK FOR KIND 
LITTLE PEOPLE. With h1rge Colpured Pictures. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 

THE BOOK OF ANIMALS. With 9 Coloured Illustra. 
tions by HARRISON \VEIR, and many Engravings. Cloth, 36'. 6d. 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS AND THEIR HABITS . 
\Vith descriptive Text by H. W. Dur.cKEN, Ph.D., and 12 large 
double-page Coloured Illustrations. Boards, 6s.; cloth gilt, 7s. 6d. 

WILD ANIMALS AND THEIR HOMES. With 
descriptive Text by H. \V. Dur,o;:EN, Ph.D., and 12 large double

La.ge Coloured Illustrations. Boards, 6s .; cloth gilt, 7s. Gd. 



14 Ward, .lock, &-, Co.'s .fuvenzle Books. 
--------- -- ----
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WARWICK HOUSE TOY BOOK S. 
Carefully Edited, and haudsomely Printed in Colours. 

In handsome wrapper, price rs. each. T hose marked thus• can also b-: 
had mounted on strong linen, at 2s. 

1. DOMESTIC ANIMALS. 
Plates, and other Illustrations. 

With 8 full •page Coloured 

2. HOME AND FIELD ANIMALS. \\'ith 8 full-
page Coloured Plates, and other Illustrations . 

NURSERY SONGS 
Coloured Illustrations. 

AND BALLADS. With 

*7. ADVENTURES WITH ANIMALS. ·with rz Coloured Pictures. 

*8. THE PICTURE ROBINSON CR US OE. 2r Coloured Pictures. 

*9. THE CHILDREN'S HOUSEHOLD PETS. "\\'ith 
22 ColourLd a1~d many other llh:~trat:o .~. 

*10. THE CHILDREN'S PICTURE ALPHABET. 
20 Coloured Pictures. 

*12. THE NAUGHTY PuPPIES. With Coloured Illustra tions . 

*13. THE AB C OF ANII\·1ALS AND BIRDS. \.Vith 
2.; CcJloured Illustr.,t" :n.; . 

-------- ~ ---- -----



Clzildren's Toy Books. 

WAR WICK HousE Tov Boo Ks-continued. 
i.-14. THE ABC OF PRETTY COUNTRY SCENES. 

\Vith 24 Coloured Illustrations. 
*15. THE NURSERY PICTURE GALLERY AND 

CHILD'S OWN PICTURE COLOUR BOOK. With 6 Coloured 
Plates, and Outlines for copying same. 

1<-16. MASTER MOUSIE'S SUPPER PARTY: Show
ing how when Puss is away the :Mice will play. 6 Coloured Plates. 

"17. AMUSING MAZES; a Set of Puzzle Pictures, 
Printed in Colours. 

*18. LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD. With splendid 
Coloured Pictures. 

LITTLE ALFRED'S VISIT TO WOMB
WELL'S l\IENAGERIE. Coloured Pictures of the l\Ienagerie 
and the various Animals. 

PUSS IN BOOTS. With Coloured Illustrations. 
THE DISCONTENTED BOY. With Coloured 

Illustrations. 

*26. MAMMA'S NE\IV PICTURE ALPHABET. With 
splendid Coloured Plates. 

·'/:27. AB C OF HEROES. 6 large Col0ti.red Pictures. 
*28. HOLIDAY ALPHABET. 6 large Coloured Pictures. 
*29. THE ALPHABET OF ANIMAL LIFE. With 

large Coloured Pictures. 
~~30. THE FAIRY \IVELL; or, The Little Brother and 

S,,tcr. \Vi th Coloured Ilh,strations. 
*31. I-,'IISS MOUSIE'S V✓EDDING AND BALL. 

With 6 Iar;:;e Co:ourcd l'ictn:·cs. 
32. THE NURSERY ARTIST; or, The Little Picture 

~faker. 1st Series. \Vith 6 large Coloured Pictures with lio-ures 
round the sides, ready for cutting out and pasting down. 

0 

33. 
34. 
35. 

·:l-38. 

THE NURSERY ARTIST. 2nd Series. 
THE NURSERY ARTIST. 3rd Series. 
THE NURSERY ARTIST. 4th Series. 
FAVOURITE ANIMALS AND THEIR USES 
With 6 large Coloured Iliustrations. 

*39. THE THREE FRIENDS OF MAN. With 6 large 
Coloured Illustrations. 

*40. ALPHABET OF FAVOURITE ANIMALS. 
\Vith 6 l;,rge Coloured Illustrations. 

*41. ABC OF NURSERY RHYMES. 6 large Coloured 
Illustrations. 

*42. COCK ROBIN. Kew Edition, ,yith 6 splendid 
Ccloure<l Illustrations . 



------ -------------------------; 
TVard, Lock, G" Co.'s Juvem!e Boo/.:s, &c. 

---- ·----------------------~ \\'AllWICK House Tov BooK.s-contiuued. 
*43. THE PUSSY CATS' HUNTING PARTY. Beautifully printed in Colou rs . 

➔,.44. PRETTY PETS AND HAPPY PLAYMATES. Beautifully printed in Colours. 

*45. HOPPETY FROGS AND NIBBLEDY MICE. Beautifully printed in Colours. 

AUNT FANNY'S 8ERIE8OF8/XPENNY TOY BOOKS. Beautifully printed in CC'Jours, 
1, The Two Puppies. 

4to, coloured wr::i.pper, 6d. ; or mounted, u. 
13. The Book of Animals. 2. The Cunning Fox. 

3. The Boys and the Giant. 
4. Dick Do-little, the Idle Sparrow. 5. Alphabet of Animals. 
6. Aunt Fanny's A B C. 
7. Cock R obin. 
8. Nursery Rhymes Alphabet. 
9. Aunt Fanny's Nursery Rhymes. 

10. K aughty Chickens. 
II. Punch and Judy. 
12. Old Mother Hu bbard. 

14. Three Little Kittens. 
16. Little ..\1iss Tottie's Travels. 
17. Little l\lis~ Tottie's Chimney 

Corner Stories. 
18. Little l\liss Tottie and her Friends. 
19. Alphabet of Games. 
20. Alphabet of Toys. 
21. Poppy and Totty. 
22 . Little Tommy and his Pets. 

WARD, LOCK, & CO. 'S SIXPENNY COLOURED INDESTRUCTIBLE BOOKS. :\Iounted on linen, 6d. each :-r. Easy ABC Book. / 3. Easy ""ords and Pretty Pictures. 2 . Large Letter AB C. 4. Easy Nursery Rh.ymes. 
GRACIE GOODCHILD'S PRETTY PICTURE BOOKS. H andsomely printed in Colours. Coloured wrapper, 3d. each~ 1. The Pretty Picture Alphabet. / 3. The Pretty Picture Primer. 2. The Pretty Picture A B C. 4. Pretty Picture :-{ursery Rhymes. AUNT AFFABLE'S TWOPENNY SERIES OF PRETTY PLAY BOOKS. Rvpl 8vo, plain Illustrations, price 2d. each; Coloured, price 3d. each:-

1. The A B C Book. / 3. Death and Burial of Cock Robin. 2. A B C of Objects. 4. Child's Picture Book of Animals. THE CHILD 'S PICTURE BIBLE STORIES. Royal 81'0, 2.i. each ; or Coloured, 3d. 
1. Life and Teachings of our Lord I 4. Story of the Mighty Men of J esus. Israel. 2. The Creation to the Deluge. 5. The History of David. 3. History of Abraham, Isaac, and 6. The Apostles and our Saviour's J acob. Teaching. 
BEETON'S PENNY CHILDREN 'S BOOKS. r. Beeton's Pictorial A B C Book. 28 pages. 94 Illustrations. 2. Beeton'.,: Pictorial Spelling Book. 24 pages. 43 Illustrations. 3. Beeton's Pictorial Primer . 24 pages. i8 Illustrations. 4. B1;eton's Pictorial Reader. 24 pai;es. 21 Illustrations. 5. Beeton's Pictorial History of England. 28 pages. 46 Illustrat ions. 6. Beeton's Pictori:d Dibl<! History. 2S pages. 39 Illustrations. 
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This book forms pert of 
The Osborne Collection of Early Children's Books 

presented to the Toronto Public Libraries by 

E.R. Grange 
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