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NOURIJAHAD,

E-‘ZSTERN; TALE.(;

SCHEMZEDDIN ‘was in his twenty-second
vear when he ascénded: the  throne of
Petsia, His wisdom and. extraordinary
endowments rendered himn the delight of
bis people, and filled them with expecta-
tions of a happy and glorious reign.

Of all the persons who surrounded the
monarch’s throne, none appeared to pos-
sess the sultan’s favor and confidence like
Nourjahad, the son of Namarand. Nour.
jahad was about the same age with Schem-
zeddin, and had been bred up with him
. from his infancy. To a very engaging
countenance and person, Nourjahad added
a liveliness of temper, and an agreeable
manney of address, that won the affections
of every one who approached him. The
sultan foved him affectionately, and the

people expeeted to sce him elevated to the
highest plunacle of honour: |
O . \
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4 - NOURJAHAD.

" Schemzeddin was indeed desirotis of
promoting kis fayourite, but notwithstand-
ing his. attechment to him, the monarch
would not appoint Nourjahad to the rank
of minister of state; till he had eonsulted
some old lords abeut the court, who had
been the constant friends and able coun-
sellors of the late sultan, his father.
Accordingly, having called them into his
closet one morning, he proposed the mat-
ter to them, and desired their opinion;
but he perceived thatthese grave and pru-
dent men disepproved the choice he had
made of Nourjahad, to fill an office so
important in its management L0 the wel-
fare of the state.

They accused him of avarice and a
boundless love of pleasure, and the sultan
disimissed them with evident marks of dis-
pleasure, but he said to himself :— ‘

¢ [t is the interest of Nourjahad to eon-
ceal his faults from me, and my attach-
nient may blind me to his defects. T will

robe Nourjahad’s soul. From himself,
I will judge of himself, and if he passes
through the trial unsullied, he shall be
second only to myself in the empire.”

Shortly ‘after the suitan invited Nour-
jahad to walk'with him one’ evening by
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meonlight, in the garden of the sera-

lio. Schemzeddin leaned on the shoulder
of his fayorite, as they rambled from one
delicious scene to another ; rendered still
more enchanting by the silence of night,
the mild lustre of the moo:, and the fra-
grance which arose from a thousand odo-
riferous shrubs. “ Tell me, Nourjahad,?
said the sultan, carelessly thiowing him-

self upon a bank of violets, and inviting

his' favorite to sit near,  Tell me truly,
what/ would satisfy thy wishes, if thou
were certain of possessing all thou couldst
desire ?”

Nourjahad remained some time silent,
till the sultan with an affected smile of
levity, repeated the question.

“ My wishes,” answered the favorite,
“are boundless.’ I should desire to be pos-
sessed of inexhdustible riches, and I
should also desire to have my life pro-
longed to eternity.” -

“ Wouldst thou then,” said Schemzed-
din, “ forego the hopes of Paradise i’

“ 1 would,” answered the favorite,
“ make a paradise of this:earthly globe,
by the variety of my. pleasures, and take
my chance {or the other afterwards.””

““ Begone,” said.the sultan, sturtin,g(

B 9o
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6 : NOURJAHAD.
#rom his seat, *“ thou art no longer worthy
of my love. 1 thought to have promoted
thee to the highest honours, but suck a
sordid wretch does not deserve to live.
Ambition, though a vice, is the advice of
great minds, but avarice, and an insatiable
thirst for pleasure, degrades a man below
the brate.” '
Thus saying he was about to depart,
but Nourjahad falling on his knees, and
holding the sultan’s robe, said,—“ Let
not my lord’s indignation be kindled
against his slave, for a few light words,
which fell from him only in sport. I
swear to thee, my prinee, by our holy pre-
phet Mahomet, that my real desire for
wealth extends no further, than to be
enabled to procure the sober enjoyments
of life, and as for length of years, let not
mine be prolonged a day.beyond that in
which I can be serviceable to my sove-
reign, and my country.” :

““ Itis not,” replied the sultan, mildly,
 for mortal cyes to penetrate into the se-
cret recesses of thy heart. Thou hast cal-
led our great prophet to witness thy oath ;
remember God thou canst not deceive,
though me thou mayest.”

Schemzeddin then left him, without wait-
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ing hisreply, and N ourjahad retired to his,
own house, which joined to the Sultan’s
palace. ‘ ; ‘

e passed the rest of the night in tra-
versing his chamber, regretting his  inm-
prudence, and tormenting himself with
apprehensions of his disgrace.  The next
day he was upable to quit his apartment,
and at night wearied with his anxieties, he
threw himself on his couch, and fell into
a decp sleep, from which he was roused
by a voice that said—« Nourjahad | Nout-
Jahad! awake, and possess the secret
wishes 5f thy soul.” :

He started from his couch , and beheld
a youth of more than mortal beauty,
whose shining hair was encircled - with a
wreath of flowers, that shed around him,
the most fragrant perfumes.

 Fear mnot!” said the youth; I am
thy guardian genie. I have power te
grant thy wishes, ke they what they may.
Wouldst thou be restored to the favor and
confidence of the sultan, thy master ; ot
wouldst thou rather see the wish accom-
plished, which thou bréathed last night
to Schemzeddin, in the gardens of the
royal palace.” :

Nourjahad bowed his head and answer-

B4 :
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8 F- NOURIAHAD. , ,
ed, * Disguise to thee, O son of Para-
dise, were vain and fruitless. 1f [ dissem-
bled to Schemzeddin, it was to reinstate
myself in his good opinion, by whose
favor alone 1 have been able to exist; but
my heart pants to possess that wish 1 de-
clared to the sultan, and that atlone.”

“ Rash' ' mortal,” “replied the youth,
“-reflect once more before you receive
the fatal boen; for once granted you will
wish in vain fo-have it recalled.”

‘¢ What can'I have to fear ?” demand-
ed Nourjahad, “ when I am possessed of
endless riches, and immortality.”

“ Your own passions,” replied the
youth. '

“ Iwill submit to all the evils they may
inflict,” said he, < give me but the means
of gratifying them in their fulléxtent.”

“ Take thy awish!” cried the genius, with
a look of disdain and discontent.” ““'I'he
contents of thns phial bestows immortality.
epon thee, and to-morrow’s sun beholds
thee ‘richer than all the kings of the
east.” o

Nourjahad eagerly stretched his hand
to receive a vessel of gold, enriched with
precious stopes.. ¢ Hold 7 cried ' the
youth, there is one condition annexed
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%o this dangerous gift. You will live to
eternity, but-you will be subject to fits of
deep sleep, which will last for months,
for years, nay, perhaps for:a whole
century. f s
“ Horrible I eried Nourjahad.

“ It is worth considering,” said the ge-

nius, “ decide not too hastily; for if thou
pervertest the power thou ‘'wilt' possess,
and incline thy heart to vice, thou wilt be
punished with this suspension of thy fa-
culties, which will last in proportion to
the error thou hast committed.”

“ I accept the condition,” cried’ Noux-
Jahad, “ for though I mean to enjey all
the pleasures oflite, I will never commit
any crimes—and after all, what is twenty,
thirty, or even fifty years of sleep, for 4
man who is to live'to all eternity.”

“ Here then,” said the genius, “swal-
low this liquid, and possess thy wish 1”

- Nourjuhad applied the vessel to his
lips, and drank a liquid so potent in its
etlect, that he fell back in a temporary
trance; and’ when he again opened ' his
eyes, the apparition’ had vanished, and
his chamber was in total darkness.

He would have considéred all that had

passed as a dream, bhad he not stili ‘held

B:5



! 2 10 NOURJAHAD.

the empty golden wvessel in his hand,

which he now placed under his pillow,

and filled with delightful expectations, he
~ again composed himself to sleep.

The sun was in its meridian when he
awoke the next day, but how great was
his surprise, bow high bhis transport, to
see that his chamber was filled with large
urns contaiping gold and silver coin, dia-~
monds, and all kinds of precious stones ;
on ope of them was placed a seroll of
paper contaiging these words:

 Thy days are without number, thy
riches inexhaustible, thy prudence be thy
guard ! in thy garden is a suBterraneous
cavern, where thou mayest conceal thy
treasure. . 1 have marked the spot. Fare-
well.” :

Nourjahad having examined with in-
creasing delight his treasares, hasterned
to the garden. In a remote corner near
the ruins of an antient temple, he per-
ceived a key of polished steel, hanging
to a scarf of white taffety, and suspended
at the branch of a tree.  He was not long
before he discovered a door behind the
ruin, and opening it with the key, he
descended by a few steps uto a spacious
Lavern, :
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Nourjahad, glad to have so convenient
a place in which to deposit his treasure,
returned to the house, and ordered 'that
no visitors should be admitted to him,
This one day he resolved to pass in lay-
ing down plans of various pleasures to be
enjoyed for ages to come. y

Before the visit of the genie, Nourja-
had imagined, that if he had these bound-
kess riches he should employ them to nota-
ble and generous purposes, but lie had de-
ceived himself; there exists a wide dif-
ference between the fancied and actual
possession of wealth, far Nourjahiad now
absarbed in eelfishness, thought only of
the indulgence of hisiown appetites.

“ My temper,” said he, as he lay
stretched at his ease, upon a sopha, “ does
not lncline me to take much trouble. 1
shall not aspire to high employments
about the eourt, but I will have the finest
palaces and gardens, the most splendid
equipages, the most beautiful slaves in
my seraglio, and the temperance of the
sultan Schemzeddin shall” be no pattern
for me. Every corner of the eart}l shall
be searched for dainties to supply my
table, and bands of'the choicest musicians
shall entertain me ngile I enjoy my sump-

gt
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tuous banquets. Then no fear of surfeits
—1I will eat and drink to excess, and bid
defiance to death.” ;
Here Nourjahad started, for he remem-
bered the genius had not promised to se-
cure him against the attacks of pain and
sickness. : ¢
 Perhaps,” said he after a pause,
that advantage may be included.. Be-
sides a little temporary pain now and then
will be nothing : I shall the more enjoy
my returning health. But I recollect
that Schemzeddin used to talk of wisdom,
and intellectual pleasures, as being the
greatest enjoyment. Well, I can pur-
chase those too; I will have half a score
wise, and learned men always at my com-
mand to entertain me with their conver-
sation, and when I.am weary of living in
this country, I will make a tour of the
earth, and see every curiosity the habita-
ble world contains.”
For three whole days, Nourjahad was
taken up with considering what scheme
-of pleasure be should begin with, and
haying entirely forgot to pay his court to
Schemzeddin, the monarch on the fourth
day was so offended at his absence, that
he sent one of his officers to forbid iim
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NOURJIAFAD. 13
his presence for ever.” “ Tell him, hows
ever,” said the sultan, “ that in rememn-
brance of my former favor; I will allow
him one thousand crowns a year for his
support, and grant him the house he now
lives in.” _ :

Nourjahad received this message with
great indifference’; not daring, however,
to shew any mark of disrespect, he an=
swered, “ 'I'ell my lord the sultan, that I
would not have been thus long witliout
throwing myself athis feet,but I washasti-
ly sent for to visit ardying friend atsome
leagues .distance, who has made me his
heir. = The thousand crowns, therefore,
my royal master will be pleased to bestow
on some one who wants them more than
I doj; but the house I will thankfully ac-
cept, and it will daily remind me, that
Schemzeddin does not utterly detest his
slave.” : ,

Nourjahad "gave this turn to his ac-
ceptance of the house, which it would
have been very inconyenient to have re-
tired from, as he hud already deposited.
his treasyres in the subterrancous ca-
vern of the garden. 'Thus, he had al-
ready, in two instances, departed from
the truth, in consequence of hisill-judged
indulgence of unreasonable wishes. /
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He now bent his thoughts wholly on
pleasure. He employed one Hasem, the
principal of his domestics, to regulate his
househiold, and furnish him with every
gratification of costly furniture, magni-
ficent habits, and a princely retinue.
His slaves were all perfectly beautiful, and
his table was daily tarnished with the most
expensive and rarest products of every

country. A few men of science and
learning were invited to his house, for the
wstruction and entertainment of his lei-
sure howrs, but leisure hours lre had none,
for he was either gratifying his appetites,
or surfeited with excess.

Among the beauties of his seraglio he
had selected a young maid, so perfect in
loveliness, and so highly accomplished,
that he gave her his entire afiections,
and made her his bride. By Mandana he
was equally beloved, and longing to un-
bosom  himself to some one on whose
fidelity he ceuld rely, he disclosed to hex
the marvellous story of his destiny. His
mind thus relieved of its seeret, he had

. not one anxious thought remaining, and
plunged at once into a sea of luxurious
enjoyments. e forgot his duty towards
God, and neglected all the laws of the
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Prophet Mahomet. The cries of distress or
the sufferings of poverty no longer melted
his ‘heart. Becoming daily more sensual
and avarieious, his boundless wealth
seemed scarcely suificient to gratify his
wishes.  He soon grew idle and effemi-
nate, and the pride he ‘took in display-
ing the pomp of his retinue to the won«
dering eyes of the people, was the only
miotive that incited him to action.

Ife thus continued to wallow in voluptu-
ousness for three months uninterruptedly,
whien oneday, as he was preparing to set
out for a beautiful wvilla, he had pur-
chased for a rural retvement ; thie ofticer
who had forbade his appearance atcourt,
arrived from the saltan’ “1 am sorry, my
lord,” said he,. “to be a second time, the
messenger of ill-tidings; but the sultan
hearing of the extraordinary splendour
and magnificence in which you live,
would needs know whence you derive:
your wealth, and has eomumanded me to
conduct you to his presence.” B

Nourjahad was exceedingly starvtled’ at
this unexpetted summons, but he dared
not dispute the sultan% .orders; and he
followed the officer to the -palace of

Schemzeddin.  He entered trembling,
of &%
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‘and: prosirated himself at the foot of the
throne, ; ' v viar YAtk
- ““ Whenee is 1t Nourjahad,” said
Schemzeddin, “ that I am compelled ‘by
the murmurs of my people, to enquire
into the source  of the ‘extraordinary
wealth ithat thon -hast displayed. Who
was the friend that bequeathed thy riches
‘to thee, and what are their ainount #”
Nourjahad, terrified 4t the dangers that
threatened him, fell at the feet of the
sultan, and related the visit of the genie,
and its miraculous consequences.  But
the sultan sternly commanded him from
his presence, and I s>wiseordered that he
should be conducted back to his own
house, from whence he was not to stir
without permission from the sultan, on
pam of death. ;
Nowrjahad, filled with grief and vexa-
tion, was led like a prisoner back to his
own palace, and had the mortification to
find the gates of his dwelling currounded
by the sultan’s guards. _
:+ He retived to his closet, repenting that
had made so impradent a'choice. “ If,”
said he, “I had asked the genie to restore
me to Schemzeddin’s favor, he would
have advanced me . to the highest offices
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of the state; I should have enjoyed my
liberty, and have been respected, but now
I am only envied and hated ; and of what
use is my wealth since I am confined to
one house? Unfortunate Nourjahad, where
are all they schemes of felicity ¢”
Intwo or three days he was more, re-
conciled to his lot, and ordered a sumptu-
- ous-banquet to be prepared ; his musicians
were commanded to exereise their utimost
art, to soothe his mind with all the en-
chanting powers of harmony ; his apait-
ments were illuminated with thousands
of torches, composed of fragrant spices,
and shedding delightful odours, and his’
slaves decked in the most costly jewels s
himself, - attired .in robes  suchi as the
kings of Persia used to wear, was seated
under a canopy of silver tissue. With all
these splendid preparations, Nourjabad
sat ‘down to his banquet, unsatisfied and
dispirited, but resolved to elevate himself
in some way ; he forgot the laws of the
religion he professed, which enjoins sobri-
ety, forthe historian who relates his life,
atfirms that Nourjahad that night, for the
first, time in his life,—got drunk.
In this state, he was carried insensible
to bed, and when he next awoke from a

n "
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sound slumber, he missed his beloved
Mandana, and called aloud for his slaves;
but no one andwered. ' Beimg very pas-
sionate, he jumped ‘out of bed, and ran
into' the antichamber, yet found none of
“his slaves in walting ; enraged at this, he
was about to descend the stairs, when a
female slave appeared, who no sooner
perceived him, than she gave “a skriek,
and was going to run away, but Nourja-
had seizing her roughly by the arm, com-
‘manded her to go and tell Mandana that
he desired to see her.

“ Alas! my lord,” said the slave, « 1
wish she were in "a condition to come
to you.”

. *“ What'do you mean,” ‘cried he, « I
hope she is not sick? [ am sure she went
to bed 1 perfect health last night!”

“ Last night, my lord ! alas, alas "’

' Wretch!”  exclaiimed Nourjahad,
“ what do you mean *—

“ My lord, Mandana has been dead
more than three years.” :

“ Infamous creature, I'll teach you to
trifle thus with your master,” "and he
shook her so viclently that her screams
brought several other domestics, and
among the rest, Hasem, to her reseue.
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& My lord,” said Hasem, “ pardon
your slave, and suffer us to rejoice in your
recovery, when we had despaired of your
ever unclosing your cyes; having slept
four years and twenty days !”

At this instant Nourjahad, with some -
confusion, recollected the condition the
genie had affixed to his gift. He ordered
every one but Hasem to withdraw, and
when they were alone, he'said, “Tellme
then, Hasem, is Mandana really dead ?”

“Sheis, my lord; and when she was
dying, she called me to her; and ordered
me to take charge of the household ; as-
suring me that you would one day revive
again. Here, my lord are the keys of
the coffers she delivered to me, and I
have endeavoured to preserve order and
decorum in the management of your af-
fairs; and your condition has been kept
a profound secret from every one but your
own family.”

Nourjahad shed torrents of tears to the
memory of Mandana, and for a, long
time he felt disgusted ‘with every thing
around him; but 'as time passed away,
his grief diminished, and he began to feel
some inclination to return to his former
excesses. [He had the prudence to re~
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late to Hasem the mystery of his destiny
. to prevent the likelihood of being buried
alive, should another deep sleep fall
upon him. ~
“Having taken ‘this_precaution, he se-
lected from his seraglio a beauty, named
Cadiga, and married her. And now he
once more delivered himself up to in-
~temperence of every kind. He forgot
that there were wants and distresses
among his fellow creatures. He lived
only for himself, and his heart be-
came as hard as the coffers which held his
misapplied treasures. The poets and sages
whom he entertained in his house, be-
‘gan to grow irksome to him, and at len gth
thinking their company tedious, he turned
them out of his palace. :
One day the most extravagant project
came into his head that ever filled the
imagination of man; becayse his gardens
were very beautiful, he fancied they must
reseinble the gardens of Paradise, and he
ordercd the women of his seraglio to per-
sonate the Houries, those angelic beings
who are said to be the companions of true
believers in the Mahometan Paradise. He
called himseif the Prophet Mahomet, and
gave orders to Hasem to prepare for the
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celestial masquerade.  Neither art nor ex-
pence were spated on this extraordinary
occasion.  T1he fountains were ordered to’
run with miik and wire, instead of water;
and fruits, blossoms, and flowers: were
gathered together to embeilish this terres
trial paradise. ,

On the day the festivities were to com-
mence, the weather being extremely hot,
Nonrjabad, who had been' viewing the
prepatations - with childish impatience,
laid down on a couch to take a short re-
pose, leaving ordeis to be awakened be-
tore sunset. ¢ 3

Nourjahad, however, onened his eves
withotit any one’s having disturbed his
slumbers, and finding the day already
closed, he spruag up; in aviolent passion,

+h
~'and staniping . on the floor, ordered the
slave who appeared, to bid his women one
and all to hasten into his apartment.
While he was resolving to punish‘theif
neglect with the greatest severitys they
appeared, throwing up their veils-as they
entered his apartment.  But, Oh heavens!
what was Neurjahad’s anger, and asto-
nishment, when instead of the beautiful
FHouries he expected 10 see, he beheld
only a train, of withered and deformed

old women. My
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Suarprise and indignation deprived him
of the power of speech, till the foremost
stepped forward, and offered to embrace
him. He pushed her from him, crying;
“ Avaunt, fiend, Where are my slaves?
Whereis Hasem? Where are the women
of my seraglio 1)

“ Alas! my lord! have you entirely
forgot me; forgot your beloved Cadiga ?

“ Thou Cadiga® detested wretch, tirou
liest! This very day, my Cadiga was as
beautiful as an angel; ‘and thou resem=
blest nothing but a fury.”

“ Alas! my lord, you have not seen
your Cadiga these forty years and eleven
months, ull this moment. « What !
cried Nourjahad, ““ have I slept so long
as forty years and eleven months i”

“¥Yes, mylord, and we your faithful
wives have un the mean time undergone
the natural transformation from youth

“to age.”

“ Ry the temple of Mecea!” exclaimed
Nourjuhad, “ this genins of mine is no
better than an evil spirit, or he could not
take such delight in persccuting me.”

“ Ah; my lord " cried Cadiga, « [.am
not ignorant of the strange fate by which
yous life is governed ; Hasemn, your faith-
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fal Hasem, communicated to me with
his dying breath.

« Is Hasem dead :”

“Yes, my lord, he died some months
since, bequeathmg tome your seeret, and
the care ot your person and h ouseholc

Nougalmd now ordering them all to

withdraw, threw himself again on his
couch—“ I see,” said he, ¢ the folly of
my expectations. - Mandana and Hasem
-are dead, and Cadiga is grown old and
ugly, and already totters on the brink of
the grave. I lose all whom I love, and
my 1n111101 tality does not secure me from
affliction, nor can I purchase happiness
with all my wealth. Fool that I was to
desire a step beyond the bounds of pru-
dence and moderation. A friend shall
no sooner become endeared to me, thaw
death will depme me of him, and # 1
marry again how many bright eyes am I
doomcd to see for ever closed ? Ah} it
is a comfortless life that I have chosen. '}
find too late, that my boundless riches
cannot purchase happmess

Nourjahad now grew peevish, morose,

and tyranmieal. Cruelty took possession
of his breast; he abused his women, beat
his slaves, and seemed to enjoy no satis-
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faction, but that of tormenting others.
Cardiga ventured to expostulate with him.
« for my actions

“To God and our Prophet.” .

“ Thou liest,” he replied; “as I am
exempt from ‘death, I can never be
brought to judgment.” ‘

“ But bast thou no regard for the
laws of socicty, nor pity for the sufferings
of thy fellow creatures?”

“ Foolish woman ! dost thou then talk
to me of laws who think myself bound by
none ”’ ‘2 : : '

“Thou art a mouster, and not fit to
live " said the undaunted Cardiga.—

¢ Go tell thy Prophet 507” exclaimed
Nourjahad, plucking a poinard from his
side, and planging it into her bosom.—
She fell at his feet, weltering in her blood ;
and he left the chamber, without shewing
the least concern for the deed he had
committed.
~That night he went to rest asusual,
and when he awoke again, he beheld a
man, sitting near-the foot of his couch,
weeping, “ What is the matter?” azked
Nourjahad. ;
¢ Sehemzegddin is dead ! 'my lord—the

et R e v ks 122 °

“'T'o whom am [ accountable,” said he, |
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« 1 am glad of it,” cried Nourjahad,
« 1 shall now have my liberty. . Who
is next to reign in Ormuz {” _

« Doubtless, my lord, the Prince
. Schemerzad, the eldest son of Schem-
. zeddin.” / ) ‘ s
< Slave, Schemzeddin had no son.”.

¢« Pardon me, my lord, the prince was
boin the very hour, Cardiga died by your -
hand; and heis esteemed the wisest and

" most accomplished prince of his age.”

« Thou art very insplent methinks to
mention Cardiga before me, and a Sultan
of four and twenty heurs.old, must needs
be very wise and accomplished.”

« Nay, my lord,” replied the man,

« the prince this very day is twenty years
old.” !
- Nourjahad on hearing this, looked in
the face of the man, and perceived him
to be a stranger—*¢ Twenty years old
said hie, starting up, it should scem then
that I bave slept twenty years; and whao
art thou, for I do not remember ever to
have sceén thy face before! and. how
camest thou hither ?”

¢ My name,” answercd the stranger,
¢ is Cozro. I am the brother of Cadiga,
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who sent for me when she was dyinzg, and
.made me swear by our holy Prophet to
her, ¢hat 1 would watch and attend on
you earefully. - T did net know il after-
wards, that you had murdered my sister,
and when I did learn it I could scarce
refrain from inflicting vengeance on thee.

* And'pray what restrained thee ”

“ Reverence for my oath, and the fear
of offending the Almighty.”

Nourjahad was struck with awé at this
answer, but he continued silent while
Cozroe proceeded to inform him, that his
slaves, even those he had most trusted,
had plundered his coffers and absconded.”
“ Alas!” cried Nourjahad, « my treach-
erous joys have deceived mé, T am bereft
of hope, I am like a savage beast in the
desert, whose paths are shunned by all
mankind.” :

“ Neourjahad,” 'said Cozro, “ T have
‘heard thy story from Cadiga ; and know,
Oh, mistaken man, that thy misfortunes
are the consequences of thy crimes. Thou
hast abused the power vested in thy hands,
and by the immnutable laws of heaven,
either in this world or the next, vice will
receive’ its punishment, and virtue its
reward.
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< Alas!” replied Nourjahad, ¢ thou
hast awakened ir me aremorse, of which
"1 was never sensible before. . 1 look back
with shame and horror on my past life.
What shall I do, Oh, Cozro, to expiate
my offences?”

“ If thy repentance is sincere,” replied
Cozro, ¢ the means are amply in thy
power. Thy riches will enable .thee to
diffuse blessings among mankind.”

It shall be so,” exclaimed Nourja-
had with rapture. “ My treasures shall be
open to thee, thou good old ma»,” Enquire
out every family in Ormuz, whom cala-
mity hath overtaken, and restore them to
prosperity.  Seek the helpless and the
innocent, and by a timely supply of their
wants, secure them against the attacks of
poverty, or temptations. of vice.  Find o
werit wherever it lies concealed, clogged
by adversity, or obscured by malice ; lift it
up from the dust, and let it shing con-
spicuous to the world !”

“ Blessed be the purpese of thy heart!’

_said Cozro, ¢ and prosperous be the days
of thrylite !”

Noarjahad now sent Cozro forth on his
benevolent errand, and only waited to
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have himself released from the prohibitien

Schemzeddin had laid upon him, to join
Cozro inb's mission.  No notice had yet
been taken of a petition he had sent to

" the new sultan, for the restoration of his

liberty, but Nourjahad bore that with
patience, and spent his days in 'his closet,
laying plans for the benefit of his fellow
creatures. He was now temperate in all
his appetites, and “returned to ‘the strict
exercise of all the sacred duties of his re-
ligion. b, : ‘

One day he was suprised to fird that
Cozro did not return at hisusual time, but
was still more amazed to see an officer
attended by a guard, enter his apartment,
and accuse him of employing an agent to
distribute large sums of money in the
¢.ty, to. bring abaut a revolt among the
people. It was in vain that Nourjahad
attewpted to refute the charge. He was -
call: a traitor, was “dragged from his
house, and lodged in one of the dungeons
of the state prison.

At midnight, the jailor entercd with
same bread aad water, and from him he
learned tha his accomplice, as they called
Cozro, refusing to confess the particulars

.
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ofthe treason in which he was concerned,
was already condemned to death, -and
that the bell now tolling was the siznal
tor his execution. , A8
Notirjahad prostrated himself on the

ground. ““Alas!” cried he, am I ‘then

to cause the death of the most virtuous
man I know.' 'Ah, why was I not con-
tent with the common lot of mortals,
Oh, holy Prophet!” he exclaimed, ¢ take
back the gitt'which I, in the igmorance
and presumption of my heart, so vainly
desired ; and which, too late, 1 find a
punishment instead of a blessing.”

He had searce pronounced these words

when the door of his dungeon flew open,

and his guardian genius, all radient with
light, stood before him. Nourjahad,”
he said, ¢ thy prayers are heard, yet exa-
mine thy heart once more. Art thou
willing to become poor ‘again, and sub-
ject to death, the common lot of morr
tals 1”7 3 ~
“ Most willing,” replied Nourjahad.

“ Then joyfully do I resume the dan-
gereus gift I bestowed on thy erring -
wishes. ~ Prostrate thyself with thy face -

to the earth, and await what shall beful
thee.”

e
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The door of the dungeon then closed,
and Nourjahad continued in prayer and
meditatien, till the dawn of the following
morning, when the keeper of the prison,
appeared to lead him to the presence of
the sultan. i

He was now carried out of the dun geon,
and placed in an open carriage, between
two officers, with “drawn, sabres in their

hands. The chariot: was surrounded by -

soldicrs, and in this manner he was con-
ducted to the hall of audience, where the
sultan was scated on his throne, with his
emirs, his nobles, and all the great of-
ficers of his court standing round him.

Nourjahad stood before the sultan with
hLis eyes bent upon the ground ; his de-
portment was modest and respectful, but
supported by conscious innocence, he dis-
covered no symptoms of fear. ‘

. Schemerzad made a sign for every one
to withdraw, except the grand vizier,
who stood on the steps of the throne.

“ Art thou prepared,” demanded the
sultan, “ to make a full confession of thy
treasonable designs?  Say, audacious
wretch ! to what end was thy profusion
employed i”

R T ——
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% To obtain a blessing from heaven,”
answered Nourjahad; “ and by relieving
the wants and  afflictions of others, to
make some atonement for my own intem-
perate abuse of wealth, which ‘ought to
have been employed to better purposes.”

’ “ Wouldst thou persuade me that cha<
- rity was thy only motive ”

¢« It was illustrious sultan. I have

spoken the truth, and to convince your

‘

majesty, that I never harboured any trea-

sonable design against your person or
government, I am ready at this moment
to deliver into your hands that immense
treasure which lsad 1 been vile enough so

to have employed it would have bought

the fidelity of half your subjects.”

« Do then,” said the sultan, “ as thou
hast spoken, and I will believe thee.”

« |f your majesty will permit any one
to go with me to my house ; I will deliver
into his hands all my wealth, and if, my
Jord permits me to live; I will hencefor-
ward labour to support myself.”

“ No,” replied the sultan, ““ I will not
trust thee from my sight; instruct my
vizier where to find thy treasures.”

Nourjahad then delivered up the key of
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the subterraneous cavern which contained
the urns full of gold and precious stones,
and directed the vizier in what part of
the garden he was to find the entrance of

~the cavern. % ¢ - 18
- As the gardens of Nourjahad joined
those of the royal palace, the vizier was
not long in going and returning, but he
brought word that there was not a single
urn nor any vestige of treasure concealed
in the cavern.  Nourjahad instantly " re-
collected that his guardian spirit had pro-
bably reclaimed this, as well as the other
gift, and said, A genie who watches over
my motions, has doubtless carried away
my wealth.”

“ Wretch,” cried the sultan, ¢ darest
thou suppose that affecting to be mad can
save thy forfeit life?”

“ My.lord,” replied Nourjahad, pro-
strating himself at the foot of the throne,
“ I call heaven to witness, I have spoken
nothing but the truth. The severest tor-
tures you can inflict will extort no more.
I was willing to sacrifice the wealth [ be.
lieved myself to possess, and I am now
as ready to yield up my life,”
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v« Ayt thou not afraid to die?” said
Schemerzad. ;
 « Mo, mighty sultan; I look upon
death to a virtuous man to be the forerun-
ner to everlasting happine,ss.” (3

On this the sultan arose, and clapped
his hands, which Nourjahad supposed was
the signal for his execution; but instead
of slaves to seize him, he beheld his guar-
dian geni¢ standing close to the throne
of Schemerzad. Awed and amazed, he
started back, and gazed on the vigion,
when the angelic you th casting off the cir-
clet that bound his forehead, and throwing
off a head of artificial flaxen hair that
flowed upon his shoulders, a fall of brown
hair dropped in light curls upon his blush-
" ing cheeks ; and Nourjahad beheld n the
person of his seraphic guide, his beloved
and beautiful Mandana. ~ :

At the same moment, the sultan, ex-
daimed, ¢ Look up, Nourjahad ! raise
thy eyes to thy master’s face; no longer
the angry Schemerzad, but Schemzeddin,
thy friend and protector.” ,

« And for whom wouldst  thou take
me 77 said the Vizicy throwing aside his
turban.
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“ By Mahomet,” cried Nourjahad, « if

do not dream, I behold 1he royal Schemn:-
zeddin, and in" thee, vizier, my faithfyl
slave, Hasem.” :

“ It is even “s0,” suid the sultan, « I
Ioved vou, Nourjahad, too well not 10 cn.
deavour to work your reformation, [ em-
ployed the beautiful Mandana to person-
ate your guardian angel. | introduced
her mto your chamber, through a secret
door, unknown to you, which communj-
cates with a gallery in the royal palace.
You fell into the snare. The liquid youn
drank was an opiate, and while you cfaps
we conveyed the urns into your chamber,
filled from the royal treasury. When you
were settled in your imaginary felicity,
Hasem offered himself to your service,
and I had Mandana, whe already loved
you passionately, presented to you. No
wonder her charms captivated your heart.
As I foresaw, you yielded to all manper
of excess, and I, to awaken your remoyse,
bad an opiate administred, and with.
drew Mandana from. your arms. The
confinement [ laid you under, was to pre-
vent your having any communicatien be-
Yond your own houschold, and you were
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served onlyby my slaves, who were bound -
by solemn oaths to keep my secret.  You
did not suspect that you had slept only
a night instead of four years, but you
were not reformed, and we imposed on
you that you had had a second sleep
oflonger duration. Your beautiful slaves
were conveyed away in the night, and
old women mtroduced, instructed to per-
sonate them, which they did admirably,
and Hasem, whom you supposed to be
dead, remained secretly in your house to
govern the mechanism of our plot.  Still
you continued to rebel against the laws
of God and man, and at length stained
your hand with blood—happily you did
not take the life you aimed at; she who
personated Cadiga still lives. I now de-
termined myself to be an eye witness of
your conduct, and to try if any spark o
virtue remained inyour soul, which could
be rekindled. "When you awoke the next
morning, I presented myself as Cozro;
and T had soon the satisfaction to find
thee a new man. A

¢« Fourteen months only have elapsed
since we began our trial. The greatest
part of the sums expended have returned
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=~ to my coffers, and that which has been

otherwise disposed of, I do not regret,
since I find Nourjahad become worthy
to be the fiiend of Schemzeddin. Take
back thy amiable wife, Mandana, and
receive the fixed confidence, and love
of thy sultan.”

History says, that Nourjahad was raised
to the highest offices of state; that his
wisdom and virtue proved an ornament

and support to the Persian throne during
“the course of a long and prosperous life ;

and that his name became famous through-
out the Eastern world.

THE END,
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