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N 0 U R J A II !t D, 

AN 

EASTERN TALE. 

ScHE].IZEDDI N -was ~n his twenty-secoMd 
vear ·w ben he ascf'ndcd the tbroL1e of Persia. His wisdom and extraordinary 
endowments rouderccl him the ddight of 
his people; and filk:d th em wiLh expecta
tions of a happy and glcH·ions reign . or all tllc perwns who surrounded the 
monarch'!:i throne, none n ppearcd to pos
£.ess the sultan's fAvor ancl confidence like 
Nom:jaLad, the son of l 1amarand. Nour
jahad was abo-qt the sa; cage with Sehcm
zeddin, and had been bred up with him 
from his infancy. To a very engaging 
countenance and person, Nomjahad added 
ali velin<"ss of temper, and nq agreeable 
manner of address) that won the afi·ections 
of every one ·who approached 1 im. The 

• sultan loved him aJicctionately, anll the 
people expected to sec him eh.!\ atcd to the 
highest pi1 nacle of. honour. 

B 



4 NOURJ AHAD. 

Schemzcddin ' as indeed dcsiroO.<> of 

promoting his fayourite, but not \'.-ithsta !d

ing his at te.chment to him, the mon< r ·h 

would not appoint I roUJjah< d to the nu.i-: 

of minister of state; till 1 e had consulted 

some old lords abG>ut the cc .. n-t, who had 

been the constult friends ti.nd alJle eoull

sellors of t!.e late sultan·, is fc.~tbcr. 

Accordin~:_v, Laving called thc·n into Lis 

doset one 1.w .. ni:1g, he propfJSed the mat

ter to tbem, aPd ci.2sired tL "ir cpinion; 

but he oe;·cci,·ed tLat these 2:ra :e a .. d pr11-

dent m'en dis<! ;mro'.~ed tl.c ~hoi:e ~ e l ad 

Ii.1' d~ of I cui.falwrl, to fill a ·1 oH1cc. _ 

impvrtn.nt i:"l its mr..nager. ent to th · wel

fare of the l>trt.tc. 
'.bey r. ·c ·sed him of avarice and ~ 

bo 1 Hlless . O\'e of pieasur~, ancl the s;.~lt[..n 

r i.:l1nissed them ' ith evident mar::· oft is

ple~Llil'<', out h 'said to himsdi' :-
(, 1t L' the iLtcn:-t of.1. Tourj· :1ad to con

ceal L1:; fat,its from rae, mid ny <..tta h 

I 1cnt :nay 0lincl n,e to l1is defects. 1 v·i l 

probe omjai aJ';:; _.soul. }\ m him_elf, 

1 ,,. ·11.iud~e of him ~clf~ and if Lepus_, ~ s 
throu::Jh the t1iL.J unsullied, he sh~t:l l e 

sec0nd nJy to myself in the en pir >," 

Shortly : J'ter t 1 sultan invitul l'-·Jur

i1~~fl.d tl) ~n.l.lk ·ith 1 i "'1. 01 :;· ·Gui.llQ. .v 
"' 



NOURJ_<\HAD. 5 
mo-onlight, in the gardert of i11~ sera
glio. Schemzeddin leaned on th<.: shoulder 
of his favorite, as they rambled from 0ne 
delici-ous scene to another; rcnd~red stili 
more enchanting by the silence of night, 
the mild lustre of the moo1;, and the fra
gmnce which arose from a thousand odo· 
riferous shrubs. "Tell me, Nowjahad,'J 
said the sultan, carelessly throwing him
self upon a bank of violets, and inviting 
his· favorite to sit near, (( Tell me truly, 
what would satisfv thy wishes, if thou. 
were ' certain of po~sessing all thou couldst 
desire?" 

N omjahad remained some time silent, 
till the sultan with an affected smile of 
levity, repeated the que.,tion. 
· " l\1y wishes," ans\vered the favorite, 
((are boundless. ' I should desire to be pos
sessed of inexhaustible riches, and I 
should also desire to have my life pro
longed to eternity." 

" \Vouldst than then," said Schemzed
clin, " forego the hopes of Paradise ?" 

" I would," a.ns'.vered the favorite, 
a make a paradllie of this earthly globe, 
Ly the variety of my pleasmes, and take 
my ebu.nce for the other after\\ a1ds." 

H llegonc,/' said . the su.ltanJ :starting: 
ll 
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i'rom his scat, ((thou art no longer worthy 
of my loYc. I thoPght to have promoted 
thee to the highest honours, but such a 
sordid wretch does not clc-erYe to live. 
Ambition, though a vice, is the ad ·icc of 
great mind:;, but avarice, and an insutiablc 
tllirst for pL:asure, degrades am tn below 
the brute." · 

Thus ~aying he was a1out to depart, 
but 1-0UI:Jal1'ld falling on his knee.;, and 
holding the ultan's robe, said,-" Let 
not n y lord's indignation b~ kindled 
ag-ain. l hi:-; lave, for a f'ew light wonL, 
v.l1ieh fell from him only in sport. I 
S1rcar to thee, my prince, by our holy prG· 
phct ::\Ial10u1et, that my real de ire for 
v;calth e. ·tends no further, than to be 
enabled to proctEc the so be· enjoyments 
of life, and a. for 1 ngth of years, let not 

· ~ llli ne be prolonged a drq beyond that in 
'vhich I can be serviceable to my sove
reign, and my country." 

" It is not,'' replied the snhan, mildly, 
((for mortal eyes to penetrate into the se
er ' t recesses of thy hca t. Thou hast -cal
led our great prophet to witnes~ thy oath; 
rem em bcr God thou canst not dec ive, 
thougl1 me thou mayest. '' 

.Scllvmzeddinthenl ftlii!n,~· ·ithoutwait- ' 
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ing his reply, and Nomjahad retired to his 
0wn honse, which joined to the Sultan's 
palace. 

He passed- the rest of the night in tra
versing his chamber, regretting hif:\ im~ 
prudence, and tormenting liimself with 
e1pprehensions of his disgrace. The next 
day he was unable to qmt his apartmeHt, 
and at night wearied with his anxieties, he 
threw l1imself on his coucb, and fell into 
a deep !::lccp, from which he was roused by a voice that said-H Nomjahad! Nour ... 
jahad! avmke, and possess the sGcret wishes .; f thy soul." 

He started from his co 1eh, and beheld 
a youth of more than mortal beauty, 
whose shining hair was encircled with a 
wreath of flowers, that shed around him 
the most fragrant perfumes. 

<· 11car not l" said the youth, I am 
thy guardian genie. I have po\.ver to 
grant thy "·i~hes, t c they what they may. 
W ould.;;;t thou be restored to the favor a1 d 
confidence of the sultcm, thy muster; or 
wouldst thou rather see the wish accom
plished, which thou breathed last night 
to Schemzedclin, in the gardeJJS of the 
royal palace." 

1\ollljahad bowed his head und answe~
E4 
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ed, a Disguise to thee, 0 son of Para
dise, were yain and fruitless . lf I dissem
bled to Scbemzei:ldiu, it was to reinstate 
myself in. his good opinion, by whose 
favor alone I have been able to e"'ist; but 
my heart pants to possess that \Vi h I de
dared to the snltan, and that al-one." 

" H.ash mortal," replied the youth, 
a reflect once more before you recei re 
the fatal boon, for once granted yon l-Yili 
wish in vain to hm·e it recalled ." 

a vVhat can I h~we to fear?" demand~ 
eel Nomjahad, "when I am po .sc3scd of 
endless r;ches, and immortal it · ." 

'·' Y -vur ov-;n pas"ioBs," 1~eplied the 
youth. 

" I will snbmit to all the evils they may 
i=nflict," said he, " give me but the means 
of g at if) iog them in tl. cir fnl1.cxtent." 

~'Take thy 'vish =:'' -crierl the genius, \Yith 
a look of eli ·rlain and discontent . "'l be 
content:; ofthis ph'a.l bestows imn::ortahty 
1~pon tllee, and to-morrow's llll beholds 
thee richer than a!! 1.he 1 ings of the 
east." 

1 Tom:jfthac1 eag r1y tretched his hanc 
t-o recei ve a vessel of gold, emiched with 
precious stones. a <-H Jld !" cried the 
youth) there is one condition annexed 
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to this dang-erous gift. You will live to 
eternity, but-y-ou wjll be sub,joct to fits of 
deep sJeq), which will last for months, 
or years, nay, perhaps for a whole 

century. 
</. H·orrible !" cried Nomjahad. 
<> It i1 \Ymth considering/' said the ge-· 

n~n3, " de,~ ide not too hast~ I y; for if thou 
per-:ertest the power thop ~wilt possess, 
ami incli!1e thy heart to vice, thou wilt be 

.puni:;bed with this suspensi-on of thy fa
culties, which will last in proportion to 
the error tho~1 hast committed." 

'(I accept the condition," cried Nom:
jahn(l. " for tlwr~gh I mean to enjoy all 
the pleasures of life, I viH neYcr commit 
-any crimes-and after all, whc.t is twenty, 
thirty, or eYcn fifty years of sleep, for a 
man who is to live LO all eternity/' 

'' f1 ere then/~ saicl the genius, " S\\' al
low d1is liquid, and possess thy wish!" 
. NoUJjahnd applied the ·v-essel to his 

bps, u11q drank a liquid so poten.t in its 
.et1ect, that he fell back in a temporary 
trance, ~:ud w ben he again opened his 
CJe.;;, the apparition had vanished, and 
hJs chamber was in total darkness. 

He wotdd hav:e .considered all that had 
passed as a dream, had he not ·stiU held 

B 5 
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the emp y golden vessel m his hand, 
v\ ~1ich h~ now pia~ed l1r,d0r lis pjll(J-.'1> 
an l fiU< d with deli;.;iltful exr·ee~at!on3) he 
n.~ain e0mposi:'d hnnself to sleep. 

The s·'n \'>'aS in its mcrirbm w b~n he 
awoke the nr·xt d~t\' 1 tut how o·reat W<:s 
his surprise, l:o11 };igh his transporty to 
S°C 'th·tt h1'c: t'h''ll-. 1 e·· 'V'l'. f:Jf,~rJ '"l.'"h Jfl-·"'-C .._, .1 ~ ... o.J .._ S-A ~ v 1 , <.. ,;) •• t. \...... d v~ l.. G..-J ;-~ 

11r:ns containing goh~ and s1h·er coin; dia
monds, and all kinds of oreci0us stones ; 

1 

on one of them \\a:; l:aced a scJ'o~l of 
pai;er containing the,,~ ·wods: 

" Thy days arc \vit' out I.;;:r~ber, thy 
ricLes itJexhau tiole, tby pn~tkt'C he thy 
guard ! in thy ga1 den is a s·~h'~-~rraneallS 
(.;avern, \\here tbou ma:yec:t c ;nceal thy 
treasure. 11 a';c m:.rked the spot. l'are
\Yell." 

I' ourj<~Lacl having exnml.acd ,,; it h in .. 
creasing delight his trea:.-~u ~3, hastcnc(l 
to tbe garden. In a remGt~ c.on,e r IJ'a: 
the r nns of an ant' ent t"'m /e; he pc:
cei '\' "'d a key of polished s~._cl, L ~~n~·i .. _;~ 
to a ··c~n-f of white tc. tfety, ancl .. 1spend(;d 
at the branch of a tree. L e ,..,-a.s Lot long 
before he di3covercd a d~.;or behm-~ th,, 
n1in, and opcni lg it \\'ith tbe k -Y , b~ 
descend d by '.l. f~.,.y s1eps i.1 .. o a. s aciou:o 
C-.Y n. 



NOURJAHAD. 1 l 
Nou1jahad, glad to have so conYenient 

a pl<tce in which to deposit his treasure, 
·returned to the house, and Qrdered that 
no visitors should be admitted to him. 
This one day he resolved to pass in lay
.iu~ down plans of Yariotls pleasures to be 
-ei?JOyed for ages to come. 1· 

Before the visit .of the genie) Nom:ja
had imagined, that if he had these bound
less riches he should employ them to tlota
ble and generoas purpoges, but he had dc
·ceivcd him~elf; there exists a wide dif- -
ference between tbc fancied ~nd uctllal 
possession of wealth, far Nomja:had nov.r 
.absorbed in selfishness., thought only of 
the indulgence of his',own appetites .. 

a My temper," said he., as 'he lay 
-stretched at his ea~e, upon a sopha, "does 
not incline me to take much trouble. I 
shlall .not aspire to high employments 
about the eot:~rt, but I will have the finest 
palaces and gardens, the most splendid 
.equip< gcs, tbe most beautiful sht\-es in 
my seraglio, and the ternperance of the 
sultan Scbemzeddir1 shall be no pattern 
for me. Every corner of the earth shall 
be searched for dainties to supply my 
table, and bands of the choicest musicians 
shall entertain me while I .enjoy my sump ... 

-----------------~'6'--------------------..... ------~ 



1~ NOURJAHAD. 

tuous banquets. Then no fear of surfeits 
-I will eat and drink to excess, and bid 
defiance to death." 

Here Nomjahad started, for he remcm~ 
bered the genius hau not promised to se
cure him against the attacks of pain and 
sickness. 

a Perhaps," said he after a pause, 
that advantage may be included. Be
sides a little temporary pain now and then 
will be nothing : I shall the more enjoy 
my returning health. But I recollect 
that Schemzcddin used to talk of wisdom, 
and intellectual pleasure's, as being the 
greatest enjoyment. vV ell, I can pur
chase those too; I will have half a score 
wise, and learned men always at my com
mand to entertain me with their conver
sation, and when I am weary of living in 
this country, I will make a tour of the 
earth, and see ever~T curiosity the habita
ble world contain ." 

l1or three whole days, No l!jahad \vas 
taken up \Yith considerin(r what scheme 
of pleasure he should begin with, and 
having entirely forgot to pay his court to 
Schemzcddin, the monar h on the fomth 
day wns s.o offende l at hi~ absence, that 
he sent one of hi. officers to forbid h1 1 



.. 
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his presence for ever. " Tell him, how.o 
e\·er/' said t11e sultan) a that in remeln
brance Gf. my former favor_, I will alio\7 
him one thousand e1·owns a year for h33 
support) and grant him the house he nt- w 
lives in." 

Nolll:jal ad recEived this message with 
great indiilerence; not daring. however, 
to shew any mark of di~rcspcctJ he an .... 
S'\Yered, " Tell my lord the sultan, that I 
would not have been thus long witliout 
throwing myself at his feet, but I was hasti
ly sent for to visit a dying fi·iend at some 

- kagucs .distance, who has made me hi::; 
heir. The thousand crowns, therefore_, 
my royal master will be pleas d to bestow 
ou some one who 'iY~mts them more than 

- I do; but the house I will thankfully ac· 
ccpt, and it will daily rt!mind me, that 
Schemzeddin does not utterly dcte~t b is 
slave." 

Nomjahad gave this turn to his ac· 
ceptance of the house, 'ivhich it would 
have been very inconvenient to have re
tired from) as he had alrea<ly deposited 
his trea:jurcs in the .subtcrraneous ca
vern of the garden. Th~1s, be had al
ready, in tvw ins~ances, departed from 
the truth, i11 con::;eql.!L'ncc of his ill-judged 

__ i_u_Julgence of unreasonable! \'i isl_l<-;_'.3_. ____ = 
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He now bent his thoughts ·wholly on 
p1easnre. He employed one HasemJ t1le 
principal of his domestics) to regulate his 
hou:.ehold, and furnish him with every 
gratification of costly furniture, :B1agni
ficent habits, and a princely retinue. 
His !:.la\-es were all perfectly beantih1l, and 
his taMe was daily fnrnish.ecl with the most 
€'X pensive and rare ·t products of every 
c·ountry. A few men of science and 
learning were invited to his house, for the 
instruction and entertainment of his lei· 
sure homs, bllt leisure flOurs he had none_, 
for he was either grati(ying his appetites_, 
or surfeited with excess. 

Among the Eeauties of his se-raglio he 
bad selected a yollng me id, so perfect in 
loveliness, and so highly accomplished, 
that he gave her his entire aflections, 
un.d made her his bride. By l\Iandana he 
''"ns. cqnaily beloved, and longing to un
bo~om him elf to ome one on vi·hose 
fideiity he ceu]d rely_, he disclosed to he: 
tbe marvellous story of his destiny. Hi 
mind thns relieved of its secret, he had 
not one anxious thought remaiping, and 
plun,:sed at once into a sea of Jn.xnrious 
€njoyments. He forgot bi duty towards 
God) a.nd ne~lected all the laws of the 
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Prophet :VI~homct. The erie~ ot <list ·ess or 
the sufferings of poverty no long"r melted 
his heart. Becorr.;n~r clailv more sensual 

0 .T 

ancl avcuicious, his boundless wealth 
seemed scarcely Sl rficient to gratity his 
wishes. H c sooi PTf:\V idle nnd c.tfemi;"" 
nate, and tbc pr.d~' he took in display~ 
ing the pom i' of his retinue to. the wo!1· 
dering eye3 of tllc reopie, was the only 
moti 'C that ;aeit-cd i1; cl l to action. 

IJ e thus cont.~111ed to wallow in voluptu
ousne<::s for tb,ce month:, unintcrrupte£lly, 
vvhen one d::-t.'.', as he vvas prcpn.nng to set' 
out for a beautiful v:Ha, he had pur~ 
dw.sed for a rtH a1 n~~·,, -: nent; the officer 
wl1o had forb:1.ele liiS appearance a.t..court, 
arnved ftot1r tbc sultan . "I am sorry, m.y 
lord," :;a.id n2, " to be a seco;.1d ~::ne, the 

• • J ': .. ' .. . l -, 

me;::; ,;enger ot 1t , -tw :;~gs; bot tee suitan 
hcai;DQ; ot' th~ extrc.<Ydieary sn:c:ndour 

~ L 

and HHl.g11tfi.ceuce 'in wh · ch you live., 
Yvol'ld ne<?(.~S knc·.v wLe:1ce you derive' 
your wealth, a.nd has cmmr!andcd me to 
conduct you to hi_; presen~e/' 

Nom:jn1t<'..d was exceC'dingly startled at 
this unexpected s.JmmonsJ but he d~ued 
not dis~,,. L:' · the s:_dturi\.D .orders; and he 
followed ti1c oft' cer to the pa1ace of 
Sehemz dc.iin. Ht:~ entered tremoling, 

~ Q 
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and proslrateJ l im3elf at the foot of t11e 
throne. 

,, Whence IS it r ou~j<ihad/' said 
Schemzeddin, a that i ar.1 <..:ompellcd by 
the murmurs of my people, to enquire 
into the source of the ext1 aordinary 
wealth th< t thou hast displayed. .., /ho 
' vas ~he friend that bequeathed thy 1 !chcs 
' to thee, and what are their amou!lt ~]7 

Noutjahad, terrified ~;.t the dangers that 
threatened h1m, fell tit the feet of the 
sultan, <.<nd rebted the visit of tl c rrenic, 

l . . 1 v Hllt Its m1racu Ot1.5 conscq· C'lC.:C'S. But 
the sulta. :::tcr:1.y com naudec 1

'!i'11 from 
lua pre.:ence, and 1· ·• :wiseorde1·ed ti.1at he 

l 1.1 1 . 1 1 b , . E,JOUJ.t...~ u·; Cvl!OUCt~\1 dU~ to J.lS 0\·;n 
house~ hum .vhe11cc he \YU::. not to sti1 
"i':lwut pcnn:~:)ic:J. f1.Jm tL.c sdt~n; on 
pain of Jc ... tlL 

J.;otujn.hu.d, filleJ \Vith grief and vexa
tion, was led l1kc "~ pti ·o11er La k to his 
own pa1ac.:e, and hau L he nwrtif;.ca.t~on to 
{i.ncl the gates of his dwc ling ~unoundec 
by the sultan's guur- s. 

He retired t? his clos:t, Tepe-!~iEz th'1 
lHtd tnade so imprudent a eho1ce. HIt/' 
s:1id he, ((I had a~ ked the f;Cll le to '('J "vi'C 
u1e to Sc.:hemzcddit/s fa :or, he "v~!U 
hayc adYaT ccd me to the highest offices 
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of the state; I should have enjoyed my 
liberty, and have been respected, bul now 
I am only cnvi~d and hated; and of what 
use is my wealth !i-ince I am confined to 
one house? Unfortunate Nomjahad, 'iVherc 
are all they schemes of felicity?" 

In two or three days J1e was more reM 
conciled to hi~ lot, and ordered a sumptu~ 
ous...banquet to be prepar£d; his musicians 
were commanded to exercise their utmost 
art, to soothe his mind with all the en· 
-chanting powers of harmony~ his- apart~ 
ments were illun}inated with thousands 
of torches, composed of fragrant spicesj 
and shedding delightful o.doui·sJ and his 
sla,·es decked in the most costly jewels.:. 
himself~ attired in robes such as the 
kings of Persia used to wear, \Vas . eatC'd 
under a; canopy of silver ti.ssue. \Vith aH 
tliese splendid preparations, NoUJjahad 
sat :dov,·n to his banquet, unsatisfied and 
di.:;piritcd, but resolved to e1cvate himself 
in some way; he Jorgot the laws of the 
religion he professed, which cuj0ins sobri
ety_, for the historian who J:elates his life, 
at-firms that Nomjahad that night forth~ 
firs t time in his life,-got .drunk. 

In this state, he was carried insensible 
to bed) and when he _next awoke from a 
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sound s u nbcr, he missed his beloved 
'rvfn .. ndana, and called aloud for his slaYes; 
but no one ans ,-erec1. BeiJJg very pa:;~ 
sionate, he jumped out of bed, and l~ln 
:nto the antichamber, yet found none of 
his slav_es in waiti }g; enraged at thi ·, he 
\\•as about to descend the stmrs, when a 
femr.le sLP:e appeared, who no sooner 
perceived him, than sbe ;ave u shiek, 
and ·was goin'; to nm away, but TouTja
had seizing her rough 1y by the arm, com
manded her to go aud tell fdandana that 
he desired to ::.ce her. 

H Alas! El \. lord," s id the slave, " I 
wish she were in a condition to come 
to you." 

cf V hat do you mean," cr' cd he, (( I 
hcpc she is not vsick? I am sure she "·ent 
to bed in perfect health bst night!" 

" Last ni~ht, my lurrl ! ahu, alas!" 
a \Vretch !" exclaimed .:Komjahad, 

a v·Lat do vou mean ?-
" _I y lord, l\ an dana has been dc<t~ 

lOre than th~·cc years." 
" Infamou: creature> I'll teach you to 

trifl(! thus wilh your master/' and he 
. hook her' so Yiolently that her screums 
rou~ht scYcral other domestic~-;, and <...; 

among the rest) Hasem) to her rescue . 
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a ,My lord," said Hasem, (( pardon 
your slave) and sufFer us to rejoice in your 
recovery, when \\e had despaired of your 
ever unclosing your eyes; haYing slept 
four years and twenty days!'' 

At thi:; instant .Nomjahad, \Yith some 
confusion, Tecollectecl the condition the 
genie had affixed to his gift. Be ordered 
every one but Hasem to withdraw, and 
when they \Yere alone, he said, "Tell ~ne 
then, Hasem, is lVl andana really dead?" 
~'She is, my lord; and when she was 

d_png, s-he called me t-o her, and ordered 
m.e to take charge of the household ; as
suTing me th:1t you 'would one day revive 
again. Here, my ]ord are the keys of 
the coffers she delivered to me, and I 
have endeavoured to preserve order and 
decorum in the ma1wgement of your af
fairs; and your condition has been kept 
-a profound secret from every one but your 
own family." 

Nourjahad shed torrents of tears to the 
memory of ·M and ana, and for a .long 
time he felt disr-usted with everv tl:f..ne: 

0 ~ ~ 

around him; but as tune passed away, 
his grief diminished) and he began to feel 
some inclination to return to his former 
excesses. He had the pn"!.dence to re-
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]ate to Hasem the mystery of his destiny 
to_pre1·ent the likelihood of being buried 
ahvc, should another deep sleep fall 
llpon him. 

Having taken this precaution, he se
lected frum his seraglio a Leauty, 11amcd 
Cadiga, aml married her. And now he 
once more delivered himsdf np to in
tempercncc of erery kind. lle forgot 
that there were \Yants and distresses 
among hi fellow creatures. lle li;·cd 
only for himself, and hi"' heart be
came a hard as the coffers wl ich held his 
misapp1icd treasures. The poet and sages 
whom he entertained in his house, be
gan to grow irksome to him, and at length 
thinking their company tL·diou ·,he tw:1.ed 
them out of his palace. · 

One day the most e.slrav<wnnt project 
c-ame into hi head that ever ii.llc<.l the 
imagination of man; becau s-e hi.- gardens 
were very beautiful, he fancied they mu:st 
re emble the gardens of Parndi_e, and he 
ordered the women of his eraglio to per
so .. at~ d1e Ifou1'ie , those angelic beiue:s 
"ho arc said to be the companion of tn'e 
belieY rs in the .l\I ahometa Paradise. H c 
called him.' e!f the Prophet l\Iahom tJ and 
ga,·c orders ~o Ilasem to pr pare for .. he 
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ce1cstialt11~tsqucmde. ~~.~ither tU t not· ex

pe nce,., c:-e ~p: n'd on tlJia cxtnordin;1ry 

occa::;ion. 1 he fount·!ins -..,ere ord ·red tif 

nm \~·irh miik alld win·-c, inslc ad of water; 

nnd f1uits, blossoms, a ud i!o\\ cr.· were 
l d b t.l'l l' 

ft<..t ·-Jere to get 1er to cm.0e, .. ::.ll lids e1 res-
•· ~ 

tn:1! pdr:u1 i!'!C . 
O::t- tl1c lay the fe::t:vitie.:; were to com

mcn(·c, the \\ f:'ather h•'iwrextremclr hot, 

.i\oni:j ·tha·I, who had bc-~'n viewin;~ tl1e 

prcpar:ltion5 wit:l chilc.lts!t impcd.ien cc> 

laid d 1'.\ :1 on a Cvih.:h L) take a short :·c. 

po'<, lCU.'\-:~g orclc.~ ~' ~o be aw d.kencd be
fore ·:.usct. 

i. ·u:·:lj'" h .. d, huwe.ver> opened his eyes; 
wi r: Oi:L nny o,w'l:i b,l.vt:!~ di-jtl!:lJ. d hi.; 

t \ • • , •"'' ; C 1 , l ; ~, ()• 4 i n. 1. J · • ~ ,l 
S ll .l;}<_l:-o, cl11~< 1Jd~< .t.,0 .. d~ (1J.Y a ICt«..J 

·lr' ,,J ~~" c• ·-·:1rr Ur) 1.11" n1·' 1ent ! )·~· ~·o . ., 
C ,; ·•. "J .! v , ;J J l • ' ' I , '~ ' 0. l I -. .. ">1 •• J 

a~JCl s~~ta~l-~in:s on the Hoor) orde(ed the 
sl,t ;.;e \f · w a ppea,:·ed, to bid his wotn.3 n o:1c 

and all t) h.tScen into lw, apartJJWllt. 

\'V-itile he \V<-IS lCS.)h-ing to punish their 

lY's,:e ·t with the g1cat st sc ,crity; they 

ol; F2:.Lre l, throwing up their H'ils HS they 

entered his arartme!1t. But, Oh heavens! 
wlwt Yva.; N•Jm:j·1hltd'~ n11gr~r, and <mlo

!l i.dnncut. when mstead of tLc brautifu l 

HvLII ies be exj-ected. t.o see, he b{:-hc1d 
o1.ly a train of withered and c!tJonnul 
ol 
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Surprise and indignation dcpr: n:d him 
of the J·Jower of spc:ech, tiH tbe fo!·emo ;t 
steppe fo1 ward, and offered to ew-bracc 
him. He pushed her from bim, crying, 
" Avaunt, fiend, \Vhere arc my .;~c.n·es? 
\Vhere is Hascm? \Vhere are the \vomen 
of my seraglio ?" 

''Alas! my lord! have you entirc1y 
foro-ot me forcrot "{'our beloved C..1uic a' h J 0 J b . 

"Tlvm Cadlga? detested wretch, tt:tm 
liest! This very day, · m · Cadiga was a~ 
heautiful as an ang l ; and thou res~m
bk'St nothing but a fury." 

a Alas! my lord, you have not seen 
your C( diga these forty years ~:md eleH·n 
months, till t1us moment. ' \ h~Lt ~'~ 
cried l 'om:jahnd, "hrtse L slep t r·o Jc_: ;~ 

f' 1 1 l . " a orty years nne c1even mont 1s ~ 
((Yes, my lord, and \~·c yodr faithf !t 

v.·ires hnse in the mean time undcrc.ronc 
J:he J.1ntural transformation from ·oLd .. 

.. + " ~o age. 
"J:ty the temple of l\J ceca!" cxc1aimcd 

_ \.1mjahad, '' tllis genin:.; of mine is 110 
better than an c ·!l s-pirit, or he could not 
ta ·"'such deli!.~ht in pcr.cc 1tiug me." 

a Ab, my lo.·d !"cried C;1dig·l, " [ ~1! 
not ·gnurant of tr"Q strange fate by whidt 
your life i gove.z n ,d ; Hasem) your hith-
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ful Hasem, communicated to me with 
}:lis dying breath . · 

(( ls Hasem dead ?" 
"Yes, my lord, he died some months 

since, bequeathing to me your secret, and 
the care of your persoh and household." 

Noutjahad now ordering them all to 
withdraw, threw himself again on his 
couch-H I see," said be, " '-'the folly of 
my expectations. JYlandana and H asem 
are dead, and Cadiga is grown old a.nd 
ugly, and already totters on the brink qf 
the grave. I Jose all whom I ]oye, and 
my immortality does not secure me from 
afFl-iction, nor can I ptuchase happiness 
with all my wealth. Fool that I was to 
desire a step beyond the bounds of prn
<Jence and. moderation. A friend shall 
110 sooner become endeared to me, tnan 
death will deprin~ me of him _, and if I 
marry again how m::tny hright eyes am I 
doomed to see for ever closed ? Ah ~ it " 
is a comfortless life that I have- chosen. I · 
find too late, that my boundtess 1:iches 
cannot purchase happiness." . 

No1-u:jahad now grew peevish, morose, 
and tyrannical. Crli elty took possession 
of hi::; l>reast; he abused his women, beat 
his slaves, and seemed to enjoy n ::;atis-
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ft'tction) but that or tormenting others. 
Cardiga ventured to expo tulate vith him . 

. • cc To w t om am I accountable," said he, 
(( for my nctio~s r" 

n To Go'd ancl 0ur Prophet.'' 
" Tbou lic .st," he replied, '' as I am 

exempt from clcnth, l can never be 
b10np:ht to judgment." 

a But hast thou no regard for the 
lav;·s of sor·iety, nor pity for the :mfferings 
of thy fellow creatures t) 

(( Fooli~h woman ! dost thou then talk 
to me of la\\ s \\·Lo think myself bound by 
none ?" 

a Thou · ·nt a monster, and not fit to 
li\·e !" s::tid the un(lannted Cardiga.-

,, Go tell thy Prophet so?" e.·c!aimed 
Komjahcd., pJ11eking a poinard from his 
side, <1nd f;lnnging it into her bo::.om.
She fell at hi feet, i 1:cltering in her blood; 
a:1rl he left the c~1amber, without hewing 
tlte ]e[).st concern for the deed he had 
comr11itted . 

. Tl1at night he weP-t to rest as usunl, 
and when be awoke <1gain, he beheld a 
mn.n, sitting ncar tbe foot of l,i·· couch. 
weeping, " \Y hnt ir, the matter r" a-::kcd 
N omj :-th6.d . . 

" 3ehemze 1di .• 1s c;ead! my lord-th 
o· r · . '" . 
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(( ~ am glad of it/' cried Nomjahacl, 

(( I shall now have my liberty. "'\Vho 

is next to reign in Ormuz ?" 
u Doubfless, my lord, the Prince 

Schemerzad, the eldest son of Schem-

zeddin." · 
(( Slave, Schemzeddin had no son." 

u Pa1:clon me, my lord, the prince was 

born the very hour, Cardiga died by your 

hand; and he is esteemed the wisest and 

most accomplished prince of his age." 

" Thou art Yery insolent methinks to 

mention Cardiga before me, and a Su1tc.n 

of four and t\YeLty hours old, must needs 

be very wise and accomplished." 
(( Nay, my lord," replied the man, 

(( the prince this ve~·y day is twenty years 

old." 
1 romjahad on hearing tl1is, looked ll} 

the face of the man, and pe1 c:f'i v(;{l !Jilll. 

to be a stranger-(( T\venty years old r" 
said l1c, sta1 ting up, ((it should .:;cern d1en 

that 1 b~ vc slept t\ •enty years; and who 

art thou, for l do not rememhe:r e\·cr to 

lw.ve sr.en tlty face before? and l ow 

cam est tlwn hit' .cr ?'1 

" My name," answcr~c the strang~r, 

" is Cozro. I urn tl,e brutbtr of Cadiga.t 
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\vho sent for me when she was dyi1Jg, and made me swear by our holy Prophet tu her, that I \'muld watch alld attend on you carefully. I did not know till afterwards, that you had mur(:ered my si ter, and when I did learn it I could scarce refrain from inflicting Yengeancc on thc.e. 

" J\nd pra_y 1dwt restr~t1ncd thee?'' 
" Reverence for my oath, and the fear of o.ffeJ1ding the Almighty." 
Nou~jahacl ·a)) stmck with awe at this ansi.ver, .but he co11rinued silent wl:ile 

~ozro proceeded to inform him, that hi.J slaves, even those he bad most trusted, had p-lundered hi~ cofrers and abscond cl." 
cr At as!" cried 1-Otll:iabad, " my treach.€rouc: joys have deceived n.e, I am bereft of hope, I am like a savage beast in the 
<le~ert, whose paths are sbunned by all man l-ind." 

" 1-ourjahad," s~id Cozro, (( T have 
heard thy story from Cadiga; and know, Oh, mi;:;taken man, thct thy misfortunes are the con. cqucnce:; of thy crime~. Thou hast abused th"' pmvcr ve tc<l in thy bauds, and by the im1~1utablc laws ot' heaYen, either in this wo1·ld or the ne.·t, vice \\·il! rccet\'e its puni:hmcnt, anJ -rirtnc its 
l'eward. 
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(( Alas!" replied NomjahadJ '' thou 
hast awakened in me a remorse, of which 
I ·,vas never ser~ible befon~. I look back 
with shame anrl horror on my past life. 
vVhat shaH I do, OhJ Cozro, to expiate 
my offences?" 

(( If thy repentance is sincere,'' r('p1ied 
Cozro, a the means are amply in thy 
power. Thy riches will enable thee to 
.diffuse blessings among mankind." . 

(( It shn.ll be so," exclaimed Nom:jn
had with ru..r1tnre. ((My treasures shall be 
.op~n to thef', thou good o1d ma;J. Enquire 
Qut every family in Ormuz, whom ca.la-
1 ity hath oYcrtaken, and restore them to 
prosperi.t" . Seek the helpless and the 
innocent, and by a timely supply of th{~ir 
\vants, seco re them C\ga1n~::.t the attacks of 
poverty, or temp ations of vice. Find Olt.., 

merit wherever it lies concealed) clogged 
by ~.:dversity, or obscured by malice; lift it 
up f10m the- dust, ancl let it ~hin~ con
-spicuous to the world !" 

'' Ble.')sed be the purpose of thy heart! ' 
said Cozro, " and prosperous be the days 
of t1ry lire!" 

l\oo1:jahad now sent Cozro forth on his 
b n.evoicnt errand) and only waitccl to 

/ 
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have himself released from the prohibition 
Schemzeddin hud Juid upon him, to join 
Cozro j11 b·s n·i~sion. l'~o notice ha~t yet 
been tt'tken of a petition he i.ad sent to 
the ne v sultan, for there. to; at JOn of his 
liberty, but :Ol..~jal:ad bore '-tat \\.ith 
paticnr>c, ct -:d ~r2nt his d<:ys it, ·~,is clo:>et, 
laying rhn3 for the J,cne';t vf his f<..Jlow 
creatures. He was now temp"'rDte in all 
his appetites, and retun;ed to the strict 
exorci:::e of all tbe sacred duties of his re
ligion. 

One dPy he was su1 prised to fir:d th~t 
CozrcJ did not ,·ctum at h;s l.L,t~nl tirr.e, b t 
·was still more amnztd to !=:ee 811 officer 
attenclc:d Ly a guard, enter his apartmem, 
and a cu:,e h1m of ern:r)loying an agrnt to 
djstr. bt~tc 1ag: sm1s o[ 1 one:;' in tl:e 
e. ty, to bring lJout a 1 cYolt among tbe 
people. It'' ts in ..-.-~tin that NomJahad 
~tttempt d to refute the chaige. lle \' ~~s 
ct ll a tn~itor, v>cs dragged from b :s 
Lou.:c, and lodged in one of the d·,.mgeons 
of tLc state prison. 

t midnight, the ja~1or e!1tered '~'ith 
some bre~ cl awl w2..tcr, and from him he 
1('· 'ned tkt his ~'ecomplice, as ihi'Y cnl:e 
C z:·o, reh.Li.i£!6 to co :t..::s •h2 "- ~.rtic:ulars 
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ofthe treason in which he was concerned, 
\vas already condemned to death, ancl 

that t~1e bell now tolling \vas the si;_;n-. L 

f-Dr his execution. 
Nou:jahad prostrated him self on the 

ground. "Ala.s !" cried he, am I then· 

~0 C1!USe the death of the most virtUOUS 

m~ n I know. Ab, wl1y wasT not con

ten t wkh the common lot of mm tr(ls, 

O L, lioly Prophet!" be exclaimed, "t:1.kC' 

hack the gift which I, in the ignorance 

and presumption of my heart, so vainly 

c~ esired ; and ·wllich, too lote, I find a 

punishment in s t~ad of a l>lessing." 

H ·e had seaT~c pronounced these words 

when the door of his dungeon flew open, 

and his guardian gen1us, all radient with 

light, stood before him. " Nomjahad," 

he said, "thy prayers are he<u:d, yet exo

mi ne th v heart once m.ore. Art thou 
.! 

willing to become poor again, and sub!" 

j~ct to dec-~th, ·the common lot of mor
tals ?" 

u l\iost willing," replied Now:jahad. 
(, Then joyfu1ly do I resume the dan-' 

gerGus gift I bestowed on thy erring · 

v.rishcs. Prostrate thyself with thy face . 
to the eartL) and await what shall befui 

thee." 



30 NOURJAHAD. 

The door of the dungeon then closed, 
and Nomjahad continued in prayer anrl 
111editatiun, till the dawn of the following 
morning, when the keeper of the prison, 
appeared to lead him to the presence of 
the sultan. 

He was now carried out of the dungeon, 
and placed in an open carriage, between 
two officers, with drmYn salnes in 1 heir 
hand . The chariot \YUS surrounded by 
soldiers, and in this manner he was con· 
ducted to the hall Gf audi nee, \vhcre the 
su1tan was seated on his throne, \\ith his emirs, his nobles, and all the great of-

·ficers of his court standing round birn. 
Nom:jahud stood before the sultan with 

his eyes bent upon the ground ; his de
portme:r:t was modest and respectful, but 
snpported by conscious innocence, he dis
covered no svmptoms of fear. 

Schemerz:1cl made <1 sign fo~ every one 
to withdraw, except the grand vizier, 
who stood on tl e tcps of the throne. 

u Art thou prepared/' demanded the 
sultan, " to make a full confession of thy 
treasonable designs? Say, audacious 
wretch ! to what end ·was thy profu!;ion 
employed ?n 
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~ To obtain a bles~ing from heaven," 
answered Nomjahad; " and by relieving 
the wants and aftlictions of others, to 
make some atonement for my own intem
perate abuse of wealth, ~vhich ought to 
have been employed to better purposes.n 

"vVouldst thou persuade me that cha ... 
1·ity was thy only motive(' 

" It was illustrious sultan. I have 
spoken the truth, and to convince your 
maje~ty, that I never harboured any trea~ 
sonab>le design against your person or 
government, I am 1:eady at this moment 
to deliver into your hands that immense 
treasure which had I been vile enough so 
to have employed it would have bought 
the fidelity of half your subjects." 

" Do then," said the sultan, ((as thou 
hast spoken, and I will believe thee." 

cc J f your majesty will permit any one 
to 50 with me to my house; I will deliver 
into hi~ hands all my wealth, and it~ my 
lord permits me to ltve; I will hencefor
ward labour to support myself." 

(( I o," replied the sultan, (( I will not 
tru ';t thee from my sight; instruct my 
vizier where to find thy treasures." 

NoUJjaha<l then delivered up the key of 



NOURJAHAD. 
the subterraneoHs caveTn which contained 
the u:rns full of gold and precious stones, .and directed the vizier in what part of 
the garden he was to find the entrance of the cavern. 

As the gardens of :t'omjahad joined those of the royal palace, the vizier ·was 
not long in going and returning, but he brought word that there was not a single urn nor any vestige of treasure concealed in the cavern. Nourjahacl instantly· re
collected that his guardian spirit had proba.bly 1·eclaimed this, as wc11 as the other gift) H.nd said, '(A genie who watches o\·er my motions, has doubtless carried ::nvay 
my wealth.'' 

" Wretch," cried the sultan, '' durest thou suppose that affecting to be mad cLn save thy f"Jrfeit life?" 
" My lord/' replied 1"" om:jahacl, pro

strating himself at the foot of the throne, " I caH heaven to witness, I have spoken 
nothing lnt tl1e truth. The severest tortures you can inflict will extort no more. I \Va :> \-rilling to sacrifice the wealth I be
lieved myself to pos ess, and I am now as n~ady to yield 11p my life.'~ 
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" Art thou not afraid to die ?" said 

Schcmerztul. . 

" ~o, mighty sultan; I look upon 

death to a \ · i1 tuous mau to be the forerun

ner ..to C\·cr!nsting happiness." 

On this the sultan arose, and c1appcd 

his hands) wl ich Nomj21had suppo~ed was 

the signal for hi~ execution; but instead 

of slaves to seize him, he beheld his guar

dian genic standing close to the throne 

of Schcmcrzad. Awed and amazed, he 

started Lack, and g azed on the vi ::,ion, 

v~hen the ange1ic youth caning off the cir

clet that bound his f()reh cad, and throwing 

off a head of artifi.ci~l flaxPn hair that 

flowed npon his shoulders, a faH of brown 

hair dropped in l!ght curls upon his blusl!

in O" cheeks; and Nourjahad beheld in the 

pc~son of liis seraphic guide, his beloved 

und beautiful l\landana. . 

At tLe same moment, the sultan, ex

claimed, " Look ur, Nolll:jaharl! raise 

thy eyes to thy mast:c r's f~tcc; no louger 

the attgry Schcmerzad, but Sc:hernzcddin, 

thy fi-iend and protecLor." 

" And for whom woulJst thou tn ke 

me?" said the vi~i~r) thw\' illg c.t .: ide his 

turban. 
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" By 1\Iahomet," cried Not.ujahad, u if I do not dream, I behold the royal Scheu:~ zeddin, aud in thee_, \izier, my faithful sla,·e, Hasem." 

H It is e\·cn so," said the sult~n1, cc I loved you, Nomjahad, too well not to endeavour to work vour reformation. l employed the beau~tifull\J andana to personate your guardian n.ngel. I introduced her into your chamber, through a secret door, unknown to you, which communicates with a gallery in the roynl palace. You fell jnto the ~nare. 'file liquid yet: drank was an opiate, and wbilc you ~kp .. we conn~yed the urns into your cballlbu.s filled from the royal treasury. \Vben yvl were settled in your imaginary felicity, Hasem offered himself to \·our sen.-ice,. and I had l\1andana, who alrcauy loved you passionately, present~cl to you. ~~o. wonder her charms captinited ·t.mr heart. As I foresaw, you yielded to ~11 manner of excess, and I, to awaken _your remorse, had an opiate administrcd, and with· drew 1\Iandana from your arms. Theconfinement [ laid you under) was to prevent your l1aving any communicatien be· _yond youl' own household, and you we ·e 
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served m-ily b_y my slaves, who were bound 
by solemn oaths to keep my secret. Y 011 

did not suspect that 'you had slept only 
a night instead of fonr years, but yoa 
were not reformed, and •.re imposed 01 

you that you had had a second sleep 
oflonger duration. Your beautiful slaves 
were conveyed away in the night, and 
cld women it~trodl:l.ced, instructed to per
sonate them, which they did admirably, 
and Hasem, whom you supposed to be 
dead, remained secretly in your house to
govern the mechanism of our plot.. Still. 
you continued to n:bel against tL.e laws 
of God and man, and at length stained 
your hand with blood-happily you did 
not take the life you aimed at; she who
personated Cadiga still lives. I now de
t--ennined myself to be an eye witness of 
your conduct, and to try if any spark of 
virtue remained in your .soul, which could: 
be rekindled. When you awoke the next 
morning, I presented myself as Cozro; 
and I had soon the satisfaction to find
thee a new man. 

" Fourteen months only have elapsed; 
si nee we began our trial. The greatest 
part of the sums expended have xeturned. 
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to my coffers, and that which has been 
otherwise disposed of_, I do not regret_, 
since I find Nom:jahad become worthy 
to be the friend of Schemzeddin. Take 
back thy amiable _wife_, J\tiandana, and 
Tecei\·e the fixed col'l.fidence, and love 
of thy sultan." 

History says, that Nomjahad was raised 
to the highest offices of state ; that his 
wisdom and virtue proved an ornament 
and support to the l!ersian throne during 
the conrse of a long and prosperous life; 
and that his name became famous through
(;)Ut the Eastern world. 

THE END. 

Pr£nted by J, J)iggens, St, ,A1m'.r Laue 
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