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T 0 

SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BART. 

PRE SID EN T 0 F THE ROY A L SOC lET Y. 

SIR, 

A MID S T the douht and apprehenjion which natu-

rallY attend an author on Jubmitting his publica

tions to the 'Z?-'orld, 1 have the pleaJure of rejleBing, that 

0' )lOUr permijjion I prefix: to the following Work tht 

name of a Perfln eminentlY dijlinguijbed tOn the literalY 

rz<-'odd, and who, not Jatisfied with theoretical know

ledge, has traverfed the globe in purfuit of ufiful fcience. 

This permiJJion, Sir, mufl flamp a value on the Work, 

and makes 172e lifs apprehenjive for its Juceefs. 

1 beg 



· VI D E DIe A T ION. 

I beg leave to prefent my mofl grateful acknowledg

ments for this public teflimony of your favour;' and am, 

With great rejpea, 

SIR, 

l"our mofl obedient 

Humble Servant, 

George Dixon. 
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I N the early periods of Navigation, it does not feern 
that the extenfion of Commerce was altogether the 

aim of the enterprizing Adventurer; and though gene
rally patronized by the reigning Powers, where thefe de
figns originated, yet, a "thirfi after glory, and a boundlefs 
ambition of adding to the firength and extent of terri
tory, on one hand, or a rapacious defir~ of accumulatil'.[;, 
wealth, or, perhaps the fame of ma\~illg difco\'eries, on 
the other, appear to have been the only objeCts in view. 

There cannot be a greater proof of the truth of this 
pofition, than the uniform behaviour of the Spaniards, in 
the whole courfe of their almofi unbounded acquifitions 
of difcovery, conquefi, and wealth. The {hocking barba
rities praaifed by them when they conquered what was 
then called the New WorldJ cail: fuch an indelible £lain on 
-that period of their annals, as time can never obliterate .. 

To 
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To the honour of the Britijh Nation be it faid, their 
condua has uniformly been the reverfe: whatever un
known traEts of land they have explored; wherever they 
found inhabitants, their attention and humanity towards 
them have uniformly been fuch, as to gain their affection,. 
and conciliate their e.fleem, infiead of exciting. their re[ent
lllent, or incurring their hatred. 

Indeed, if we regard adventurers from our own Coun
try in a commercial point of view, even fo lately as the 
latter part of the lail:, or beginning of the prefent cen
tury, we lliall find the generality of them little better 
than free-booters; but on the other hand, were we to 
take a retrofpeaive view of the feveral voyages- made 
immediately under the patronage of Government, during 
the [pace of the Iafi fifty years, we lliall not only find 
them ret on foot jor the benefit of mankind in general, 
but that their endeavours to improve Navigation, and the 
different Sciences conneCted therewith, have been attend
ed with the moil: brilliant fucce[s; and it is not eafy to 
fay, whether that zeal for the general good which firft 
projeCted thefe voyages, or the connant willi to have the· 
refult of them made univerfally public, refleas the greatefr 
luil:re on their royal and munificent patrons. 

Without 
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\YitlWl ~ _ entering into a particular enumeration of thefe 
Yoy-ages here, which y:ollld be fuperflllous, let it fufIicc 
to flY, that during the late Captain Cook·s !ail: Voyage 
to the Pacific Ocean, befides eyery fcientific advantage 
which might be derived fro111 it, a new and inexhaufiible 
Inine of wealth was laid open to future Navigators, by 
trading for furs of the moft valuable kil" ... d, on the North 
\\T eft eoaft of America. 

This diicovery, though obvioufly a fource from whence 
imlnenfe riches might be expeEted, and cODununicated, 
no doubt, to numbers in the year 178o, was not imme
diately attended to. The profecution of any effeEtual plan 
to carryon this novel undertaking, required not only 
patience and perfeverance, but a degree of fpirit and en
terprize which does not often fall to the lot of individuals: 
however, in the Spring of 1785, a fet of Gentleluen pro
cured a Charter froIll the South Sea Company, (to whom 
the exc1ufive privilege of trading in the Northern Pacific 
Ocean belongs) for the fole right of carrying on this traffic 
to its utmofi extent; to facilitate which, two veiTds were 
immediately purchafed, and fitted out with all expedItion, 
in order to proceed on a Voyage to the N orth 'V eit: Co aft 
of America, an account of which is the fubjeB: of the fol
lowing fueets. 

b So 

JX 
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So laudable a de fire of embarking in this new channel 
of commerce, naturally engaged the attention of the world 
in general, and the undertaking was approved of, and en
couraged by Gentlemen whofe nalnes alone were fufh
cient to bring the Voyage into public notice. The Right 
Honourable Lord Mulgrave, Sir Jofeph Banks, and Mr. 
Rofe, honoured us with a viiit on board; and with that de
gree of goodnefs which ever difiinguifhes their charaCters, 
lignified their approbation of the plan, and beft wifhes for 
its fuccefs. 

Thefe very Battering encouragements were additional 
inducements for the Owners to profecute the undertaking 
with vigour ; and nothing was left unattempted, that could 
pollibly be thought of~ to render it fuccefsful. \Vhatever 
furs Inight be procured in our traffic on the American 

eoafi, were to be difpofed of in China, fubjeCt to the im
mediate controul of the Eafi India COlnpany's Supercar
goes, and in confequence of this confignment, both veffcls. 
were to be freighted home on the Conipany's account .. 

But pecuniary emolument did not altogether engrofs. 
the attention of the Owners on this occafion; for in addi
tion to the provifions ufually allowed in Merchants fer
vice, (and of which the greateft care was taken to procure-

the-
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the very ben of every kind) a plentiful Hock of all the 
various antifcorbutics was laid in which could be thought 
of, as prefcrvatiycs to health. Thefe, and an unremitting 
attention to the rules obferved by Captain Cook, have, 
under Providence, been the Ineans of preferving the 
health of the people, in every variety of climate; for dur
ing the prefcnt Voyage, which has been of more than 
three years continuance, the Queen Charlotte, out of 
thirty-three hands, lO'ft only one perf~n. 

Though a knowledge of this cirClllnfiance is of the ut
moft importance to all perfons who are engaged in a fea
faring life, and therefore can never be made too public, 
yet that alone would fcarcely have been thought a fuffi
cient inducement to publiih the following \V ork; but it 
is prefumed that the advantages which both Geography 
and Commerce will derive from this Voyage, are neither 
uninterefiing or unimportant; fa that there perhaps will 
need no apology for laying the refult of it before the 
world. 

In order that the Reader Inay form a better idea of the 
advantages which may be derived from this publication, 
a brief recapitulation of what has been done by fonner 

Navigators on the American eoafi, and particularly what 
b 2 addition 

. 
Xl 
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'addition"we have made to the late Captain Cook's Difco
veries togetheT with a fuort account of the fur trade, Inay , , 
perhaps not be improper in this place. 

The Ruffian Navigator, Beering, feems to have been 
the firfi who explored this inhofpitable coafi to the N orth
ward of King George's Sound: he is faid to have fallen in 
with the land in 58 deg. 28 min. North latitude, and to 
have anchored in 59 deg. 18 min. Tfcherikow, in 1741, 
anchored about the latitude 56 deg. 

That both thefe Navigators fell in with the American 
Coafi, is beyond a doubt; but in what fituation they made 
the land, or where they anchored, is by no means equally 
certain. The beft accounts we have of thefe Voyages 
ar~ very inaccurate; and it iliould be remembered, that 
Navigation at that period of time was by no means 
brought to the perfeCtion which it is in at prefent: add 
to this, the coan in the fituation which Beering is faid to 
have anchored in, viz. 59 degrees 18 Ininutes North la
titude, trends nearly Ean and \Ven; fo that in the fiate 
Navigation was in at that tilne, a mifiake of fix or eight 
degrees in longitude might be eafily made; and there is 
great reafon to fuppofe, that though this celebrated N avi
gator might be correa in his latitude, yet the place he 

I aaually 
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aCtually anchored in is 11111ch nearer Cook's River than is 
ufually laid down in the charts. 

But whiW: we lament the imperfeCt {tate of Nayigation, 
and the fiill more imperfect accounts given to us of this 
fmnous Ruffian's Voyages, which entirely prevent us to 
fay what part of the coafi, at leaH within our limits, 
he funreyed with any degree of precifion, it is no lefs 
incumbent oOn me to detect the fallacy of a more modern 
N ayigator on the falne coaft. 

In the Journal of a Voyage to the North \\T efi COClfi 
of America, by Don Francifco Antonio Maurellc, pub
lifhed by the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington, after Hating 
what they had already done, is the following patr'lge :--
" We now attempted to find out the Straight of Adlniral 
Fonte, though as yet we had not difcovered the Archi
pelago of St. Lazarus, through which he is faid to haye 
failed. \\lith this intent \ve fearched (,,-cO)' bqy and J'e
cefs on the coait, and failed round every head-I"J/d, IY/Jlg-

to in th/ night, that we Inight not lofe fight of this en
trance. After thefe pains taken, and being flVoureJ. ~y 
a North Wefl wind, it may be pronounced that no fuch 
Straights are to be found."* 

'1, See Barrington's Mifcellanies, page 50 [( 

. .. ' 
XllI 
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\Vhy 1\ Taurelle i110uld fo pofitively afTert a palpable 
falfehood, it is not eaf)r to conceive. Indeed the incon
fiftency of this' affertion may be eail1y feel1, :f \~TC confider 
it but for one moment; for if he aEtu"lly had" ftarched 

El'OJ' bqy and recifs on the coajl, and Jailed round {'i.-'CJ]' 

head-land, !ving-to in the JZ!~-ht," even with the fair wind 
he fpeaks of, all this, I fly, could not pollibly have been 
done during twice the fpace of time he was on this part 
of the coaH:. But the difcovery of Queen Charlotte's 
IHands during the prefent Voyage, incontefiibly proves 
that Don Francifco :l\1aurelle was never near the place 
which he boafis of having "looked for in cz:ain." The 
fituation of thefe Hhnds, viz. from 54 deg. 20 min. to 
5 I deg. 56 min. North latitude, and from 13 0 to 133 
deg. 30 lnin. ,"Vell: longitude, evidently {hews that they 
are the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and confe1uently 
near the Straight of De Fonte, though farther relcarches 
Inufi be Inade ucfore any degree of credibility can be 
given to °his pompous account of the place. , 

However, if the Spaniards on this occajion could find 
no iDa:lds where the., a~ually exifi, at other times they 
have dl[covered land \'linch we now find to be imaginary. 
'the iflands Los Maj03, La Ma[o, and St. Maria la Gorta, 
laido down by Mr. Roberts, frOlu 18 deg. 30 min. to 28 

I deg. 
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<leg. North latitude, :1il..1 fi-C':11 135 dcg. to 149 dt;g. 

\Vefl: longitude, and cOl1icd by him from a Sp:lnifh M.S. 
chart, were in vain lookL'd for by us, and, to ufe Mall

relIe's words, " it Il/{!!' be pronounced that no fitch ljlands 

ore to be found;" fo that their intention has uniformly 

been to mii1ead rather than be of fervice to future N a-
Ylgators. 

To expatiate on the abfurdity, not to call it by a 
worfe name, of fuch condua, would be painful; let us 
then turn fr0111 fo diLtgreeable a fubjea, and (1:' a few 
words refpeaing the Difcoveries of our inl1l10rtal coun
tryman, the late Captain Cook. 

This celebrated Navigator fell in with the Anlerican 
Coafi in 44 deg. North latitude, but had no opportunity 
of coming to anchor till he arrived at N ootka, which he 
named King George's Sound. It is fituated in 49 deg. 
36 min. North latitude; and 126 deg. 42 ll1in. \Veil: 
longitude .. 

On leaving this harbour, lie was prevented by bad wea

tner from keeping in with the coail}: and did not again 

fee 
:i.' At noon on the 28th April, 177 8, the latitude by obfcrvation \\as 

.5.:1 deg. I min. North; longitude 229 deg~ 26 min. Eaft. I now fleered 

Nonh 
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iee the land till he was in the latitude of 55 deg. 20 

Inin. North. After this, Ca ptain Cook had genel ally 
an opportunity of keeping the coail a-bo~u-d; .he a~cer
tained the fituation of C;lpe Edgecumbe, dl[covered 
Kaye's Hlancl, Prince \Villiam's Sound, and ('cdk's Ri
ver, in which two Iail mentioned places he came to an

.chor. 

To fay that thefe different harbours are laid down with 
accuracy and precifion, would be unnece{[1.ry; it is fufu
cient to obferve, that they were furveyed by Captain Cook. 

It 

North. \\~eft by North, with a freih gale at South South Eaft, and fair 

weather; but at nine in the evening i.t began again to blow hard and in 
fqu~lls, with rain. \Vith fuch weather, and the wind between South 
South Ealt and South \-Yeft, I continued the fame courfe till the 30th, at 
four in the morning, when I fteered North by \Veft, in order to make ~ 
the land. I regretted very much, indeed, that I could not do it fooner ; 
for this obvious rearon, that we were now palling the place where Geo

graphers have placed the pretended Straight of Admiral de Fonte. For 
my own part, I give no credit to fuch vague and improbable r ~ which 

carry their own confutation with them. N everthelefs, I was Yt:l) jeGrous 

of keeping the American CoaO: a-board, in order to clear up this point 
beyond difpute. But it would have been highly imprudent in me to 

have engaged with the land in weather fo exceedingly tempefiuous, or to 

have loft the advantage of a fair wind, by- waiting for better weather. 

This fame day at noon we were in latitude 53 deg. 22 min. North; and 

longitude 225 deg. 14 min. Eafi. See Cook's Voyage to the Pacific 
Oc~an, VoL ij. page 343. 
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It is needlefs to trace this excellent Navigator's Difco
veries any farther to the Northward, as they are uncon
neCted with the prefent Voyage, and their importance is 
well known to the world; but it may be neceifary to 
obferve, that Captain Cook met with furs only in Cook's 
River, Prince \Villiam's, and King George's Sounds, fo 
that thefe places were mofi likely to engage the attention 
of any perfous who fi10uld, engage in that branch of com .. 
Inerce. 

,Vho the Gentletuen were that firfi embarked in the 
fur-trade, is perhaps not generally known, though it is 
certain they were not hardy enough to fend veifels in 
that employ direCtly from England; for we find, that 
the firfi veifel which engaged in this new trade was fit
ted ,out from China: fue was a brig of fixty tons, com
manded by a Captain Hanna, who left the Typa in April, 
17.85. His defiination was for King George's Sound, 
where he arrived the following AuguH. 

Soon after his arrival, the natives attempted to board 
his veiTel in open day, but were repulfed with confide
rable £laughter: this affair fecured the friendfhip of the 
Indians, for they afterwards traded quietly and peaceably. 
Captain Hanna is [aid to have procured a valuable cargo 

c of 

.. 
xva, 
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of furs, though the number has never been mentioned.~
He left Nootka the latter end of September, and arrived 
at Macao the end of December of the fame year. The 
fame Gentleman failed again from Macao in May, 17 86,
in the Sea Otter, of one hundred and twenty tons, and 
arrived at King George's Sound in Auguft.-. The fuc
cefs he met with in this expedition was never made' 
known, but no doubt it was greatly inferior to that of 
his former voyage:. he arrived at. Macao in February,! 

1787~ 

The fnow Lark, Captain Peters, of two ·hundred- and 
twenty tons and forty men,Jailed from l\1acao in July, 
1786., Captain Peters had orders to make_ the North 
Weft Coafi-, by way of Kamfchatka, and was direCted to
examine-the iilands to the Northward of Japan. Hear-
lived at Kamfchatka the 20th of Augufi, and left that; 
place the· 18th of September. Accounts have £Ince been 
received, that this vetTel was loft on Copper Hlal1d, and~ 

that only two of the people were faved. 

In the beginning of i 786, the {now Captain Cook" 
of three hundred tons,. and the {now Experiment, of one· 

hundred~ 

'i
c 

A particular account oCthe furs which have Been colleCted. on the 
North Weft Coaft, will he given in the. following Work. -
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hundred tons, were fitted out frOln BOlnbay. The(e vef
fels a~rived at N ootka the end of June following; ['fom 
thence they proceeded to Prince William's Sound. After 
fome flay there, they left the coan, and afterwards ar
rived fafe at Macao ~ but the quantity of furs they pro
cured is fuppofed to have been very inconfiderable. 

In the Spring of the fame year, 1786, two vefiels were 
fitted out from Bengal, viz. the Nootka, of two hundred 
tons, Captain Meares, and the Sea Otter, of one hundred 
tons, Captain Tipping. 

Captain Meares failed from Bengal in March, and an 
account of his defiination is given in the following "\\T ork, 
as he was met with by us in Prince "\Villiam's Sound. 

The Sea-Otter, Captain Tipping, left Calcutta a few 
days after the N ootka. Her deHination was for Prince 
William's Sound, where fhe arrived in September, whiHl: 
the Captain Cook and the Experilnent were there. She 
left the Sound the day after, fuppofed for Cook '8 River, 
but having never £Ince been heard of, there can be but 
little doubt of her being loft. 

c 2 The 

, 
Xl~ 
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The Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley, left Ofrend the' 
latter end of November, 1786, an.d arrived at Nootka~ 
the beginning of June, 1787- Some account of his ex!'" 
pedition will be met with in theprefent Voyage ... 

Having given a brief abftraaofthedifferentVoyag~s, 
which have hitherto been made to the North Weft Coaft 
of America, I cannot help. noticing: an expedition that 
was planned prior to any of them, and which, had it 
been carried into execution, mufi have proved exceed
ingly advantageous to the Proprietors, and very proba!'" 
bly would have entirely engroffed this lucrative branch. 
of commerce. 

So early as 178r, 'VillialTI Bolts, Efq;. fitted out the 
Cobenzell, an armed fhip of 700 tons, for the North
Weft eoan of America. She was to have failed from: 
Triefie (accOlnpanied by a tender of forty-five tons) un .. 
der Imperial colours, and was equally fitted out for trade 
or difcovery: Inen of eminence in every department of' 
fcience were engaged on board; all the maritinle Courts
of Europe were written to, in order to fecure a good re
ception for thefe vellels, at their refpeCtive ports,. and
favourable anfwers 'Vvere returned; yet, after all, this, 
expedition, fo exceedingly promifing in every point of 

. 
VIew,_ 
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view, was overturned by a fet of inte'refied men,. then in 
power at Vienna. 

This 1110rt lketch of what has yet been done in the fur 
trade, will ferve to fuew that the attention of every trader 
for ikins on the' American Coafi has been fixed on Cook's 
River" Nootka, and Prince William's Sound ;, but the 
Reader will find, on perufing this Voyage, that a greater 
quantity of furs may reafonably be expeaed in 111any 
parts of the coafi, than at the harbours jufi mentioned, 
and will not, I hope, accufe me of vanity in afferting, 
that a more fpirited undcrtaking was never fet on foot by 
individuals, on true commercial principles. 

What additions we have Inade to the difcoveries of 
Captain Cook, may eafily be feen, by cafting an eye on 
the annexed general chart. Howe\'cr" as the whole of 
it is not laid down frOln my own furvey, it will be but juf
tice for me to mention the different authorities frOlll which 
1 have taken the remainder·~. 

From the K6diac of Captain Cook, (which is the \yr ef.;. 
termoft part of the chart) to Whitfunday Bay, is the faine 
as publi1hed from Captain Cook's [urvey; from thence 
to Cape Douglas I hayc taken frOln the track of the [now 

Nootka. 
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N ootka, Captain ]\1eares, which chart was put into rtlY 
hands by Mr~ Rofs, Chief Mate, and the track is marked 
with a dottcd line. From Cape Douglas to Cook's Ri
'yer, and as far to thc Southward and Eafiward as Port
lock's Harboup, is laid down from Captain Portlock's and 
my own furvey; and here we differ in feveral places [ron1 
the ·general Chart of Captain Cook. 

From Portlock's Harbour as far Southward as Beres
ford's Ine, is entirely laid down frOln my own furver. 

The unfhaded part of the chart, from ,V oody Point 
round to Cape Cox, is taken fi-om two charts which Mr. 
Cox very obligingly favoured me with; the one by Cap
tain Guife, Comlnander of the {now Experiment; the 
other by Captain Hanna, Commander of the fnow Sca
Otter; and from Point Breakers South, is from a chart 
by Captain Berkley, Commander of the Imperial Eagle. 

It yet renlains foi' me to befpeak the candour and in
dulgence of the reader, in perufing the following Work, 
as it was written by a perfon· on boarel the Queen Char
lotte, who has been totally unufed to literary purfuits, and 
eq~all,Y fo to a ~ea-faring life. However, to obviate any 
objection that mIght pollibly arife from his deficiency in 

I nautical 
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nautical knowledge, I have been particularly ca!eful in 
correcting that part of the \Vork, and by way of Appen
dix, have given every thing of the kind which, in my opi
nion, can be any way interefiing to a feaman ; as alfo a 
!hort iketch of the few fubjects we have met with in 
Natural HiHory, that are likely to engage the attention of 
the curious; and I hope that a plain narrative of faas, 
written at the tilne when the different occurrences hap
pened, will prove interefiing, though deficient in fmooth-· 
ne£; of language, or elegance of compofition. 

G. D, 

XXIU 
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trees. 
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LETTER I. 

DEAR. HAMLEN, 

W HEN'I took leave ot thee at my departure from London, 
thou preftedft me ~ith all the warmth of friendiliip, to 

{end thee not only a detcription of every country and place I might 
have an opportunity of feeing, but a minute account of every 
circumfiance, however trivial, that ihould occur during my naval 
peregrination. I fhall endeavour to fulfil thy requefi with the 
greatefi pleaCure, and that not only for thy amufement, but for 
the employment of my own ]eifure'hburs. As thy nautical excur
£O:1S, if I millake not, never reached farther. than Deptford or 
Black-wall, I am lefs apprehenflve of any blunders I may make in 
the uf~ of terms relating to navigation, as it will not be in thy 
power to laugh at my expence; and I know thy generoiity too well, 
to think thee capable of expofing my ignorance to the ridicule 

2 A ~ 
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of profeffional men. However, wha~ I ~ay fend,. whether g.ood 
or b~d.) will, I flatter myfelf, be acceptable to thee, If for no other. 

reafol1 but that it comes from affuredly thine, 

GRAVESEND, } 
209th Auguft. 

, 
. ) 

DE.A:R HAMLEN" 

LETTER IL. 

W.B--

BEF 0 RE I proceed to inform thee of any fea occurrences, it· 
will be neceffary to mention- a few previous particulars, for 

thy better information. Before I came on board, my idea of the 
Voyage was fo very imperfeCt, that it was out of my power. to give> 
thee any notion of our deftination. I now can tell thee, that 
during the late Captain Cook's laft V"yage to the Pacific Ocean, it 
was found that it would be eafily practicable to eftabliih a valu
able Fur Trade on the American _ Coaft, and to difpofe of them to. 
great advantage at China. Though this was fo long fince as the: 
year 1780, yet the profecution of any plan lay dor~ant till Spring 
laft, when a fet of gentlemen procured a charter from the South 
Sea Company, and were incorporated for ,the exprefs purpofe of 
carrying on this trade to the heft advantage; to facilitate which,_ 
they purchafed two veffels, and got them ready for failing with. 
all expedition. I. 

The: 
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The larger {hip is called the King George, and commanded by 
Captain Portlock (who is Commander in Chief for the voyage) and 
the fmaller veffe1 (which I am on board) the Q!!een Charlotte" 
commanded by Captain Dixon. 

Thefe gentlemen were appointed to the command of this expe
dition with peculiar propriety, not only as able navigators, but 
(having been this voyage with Captain Cook) they well knew what 
parts of the Continent were likely to afford us the beft trade; and 
could alfo form a tolerable idea of the temper and difpofition of 
the natives: add to this, they are men of feeling and humanity, 
and pay the moil: !tria attention to the health of their {hips com
panieS, a circum france of the utmofr ccmfequence ill a voyage of 
fuch length as this feems likely to be. Having premifed thus far, 
I {hall proceed to acquaint thee of every circumfiance relating to 
the Voyage; but having an opportunity of forwarding this, I have 
only time to fay, that I am well and truly thine, 

GRAVESEND, 1 
29th A uguft. 

LET T E RIll. 

w. B. 

I GOT on board the ~een on Saturday evening, the 27th 
Auguft, and was-received with great civility by my mefs-mates, 

who were the Firft, Second, and Third Mates, the Surgeon, and 
A2 ilie 
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the Captain's Clerk. The DoCtor (a young Scotchman of tW() 
and twenty) very kindly explained to me the nature and recono~y 
of our mefs, and every other particular as far as time would permIt. 
When bed-time came on, I was in a fad dilemma, for my cot had 
been fent by mifrake on board the King George; but my friend 
the DoCtor very kindly offered me part of his, which I accepted 
with reluctance, as I was fenfible it would greatly incommode 
him: however, we made tolerable lhift. About midnight, the cot 
broke down, and my fituation was truly difagreeable; but I chofe 
to bear it patiently, rather than difrurb my' CQm panion; but H· the 
grey morn in ruffet mantle clad," was never more welcome to any 
one~ than the approach of this was to me. 

The fituation of life which I am now entering upon, being 
altogether new to me, 1 mufr inform thee of the plan I have laid 
down for the regulation of· my future conduCt; and I hope thou 
wilt join with me in thinking it the moft probable method of 
fecuring to myfelf a tolerab1e {hare of happinefs and tranquility 
during my voyage. As I am a perfeCt ftranger to every perfon on 
board, 'and equally fo to the manners and cuftoms of a fea-faring 
life, I am determined to allimilate myfelf as much as pollible to 
both, or, as Chefrerfield phrafes it, to be " All things to all men." 
This, I am afraid, will be no eafy taik, but fureIy the object in 
view is well worth any pains I can take to attain it. 

I know thee to be fo fond of characters, that thou art already 
impatient to be acquainted with thofe of my lhip-mates; but 
don't be. !?o much. in a hurry; at a future opportunity I perhaps 
may obhge thee wl!h an at~~m.p~ . of the def~~~ptive kind. 

Our 



NORTH-WEST COAST OF Al\1ERICA. 

Our pilot being come on board, and every thing being ready for 
failing, we weighed anchor on the 29th, at nine o'clock in the morn
ing, and ftood down the river for Gravefend. The profpeB: on 
each fide the river, though not fo enriched with gentlemen's feats, 
or pleafure grounds, as beyond London the other way, is truly 
pleafing: it afFords many extenfive views, which are agreeably 
variegated, and inconteftibly prove, that Nature alone is often· 
fuperior to the utmoft refinements of Art. The wind and tide 
·being in our favour, we came to anchor at Gravefend about two 
o'clock. Near this place is Tilbury Fort, the fight of which 
reminded me of G. A. Stevens's Politician, in his celebrated Lec
ture on Heads. After dinner) I went with the Surgeon in one of 
our boats to Gravefend, to purchafe fome neceffaries for our mefs, 
and to gratify my curiofity with a fight of the place: bl!t I can 
give thee no farther defcription of it) than that the fireets arc 
narrow and dirty, and the inhabitants chiefly thofe who gain a 
livelihood by employment either at fea or on the river. 

Though we were got thus far, yet our voyage had like to have 
been greatly retarded, on the following account. The articles of 
agreement being read to the people this evening, they refufed to 
fign them without a greater advance of wages than is ufually 
given; but this Captain Portlock abfolutely refufed to comply 
with, and after reafoning with them fome time, they chearfully. 
agreed to proceed on the voyage: thus, by the addrefs of Captaill 
Portlock, was this hiatus got over, which otherwife would have 
proved very difagreeable, and pollibly have loft us the fearon. 

On the 30th in the morning, the people of both fhips were raid 
what wages were due to them, together with a month's advance, 
which they prefently laid out in pUl'chafing neceffaries of the fiop

boat~ 
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boats that ...... came along-fide us, and who never fail to attend on 
thefe occafions, well lmowing that a proper failor can never go to 
rea with a fafe confcience, whilfr he has any mon~y in his pocket. 
The tide [erving about eleven o'clock, we weighed anchor, and 
{tood for the Downs. The water now began to have a greenifh 
caft, and the {hip having a good deal of motion, I began to feel 
myfdf rather fick, but it prefently went oif, and I never felt any 
thing of it afterwards, which was rather extraordinary, as there 
are few frefh-water failors wha are not. troubled with fea-ficknefs. 
The perfpeC1:ive might now be faid to have rather a nautical ap
pearance,as our diftance from {hore was confiderable, though we 
never loft fight of land. 

The day was agreeable and pleafant, and we came to 3,nchor 
about eight o'clock in the evening, without any material occur
rence, near Margate, that place fo much frequented in the feafon 
by th~ wives and daughters of the better fort of London citizens, 
who nJort here for the purpofes of drinking fea-water, wa£hing 
away the fmake and duft of London, aping the manners of people 
in high life, pulling to pieces the reputation of their neighbours, 
and cartfully concealing any flaws in their own. The wind being 
fair, we again weighed anchor early in the morning, and after a 
pleafant day's fail, brought to a-brea{t of Deal in the evening. 

The fituation of Deal is pleafant enough, and particularly con
venient for the contraband trade, which is carried on here to a 
very great extent, on account of its vicinity to the Downs, and the 
ihelter it affords for homeward-bound £hips. Add to this, the 
inhabitants are men of a moil: enterprizing and undaunted fpirit, 
defpif.ng all dangers, and will {tick at nothing to accomplifh any 
thi1g t~<y undertake. Indeed no man can be a compleat fmuggler 
WiLiJ.Jlh thefe charaCl:eriftics. 

The 
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The wind being againft us, we lay here all the 1ft of Septem- 1785. 
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up, we weighed anchor, and made fail. The adjoining ceJaft fcems 
not to be in a higa ftate of cultivation; yet at times it affords 
very agreeable profpects, particularly Dover, and its vicinity. I 
eould not behold the Caftle without calling to mind that cele-
brated defcription of the profpect from it in our immortal Shake-
peare's King Lear. The day being pretty clear, we could plainly 
fee the Coaft of France, and were in full view of Albion's chalky 
diffs, thofe objeCts fo pleafing to a failor, after a long voyage, and 
which I ardel)tly hope to have the fatisfaction of again beholding 
a few years-hence. We had very little variety in onr progrefs, till 
the 5th, when a very heavy gale of wind fprung up, and our vena 
was toffed about at the mercy of the winds· and waves. Every 
thing ROW was hurry and diforder ; and the creaking of the ihip's 
timbers, the noife of the people on deck running. backwards and 
forwards, and the howling of the winds amongft the mafts and 
yards, added to the general confufion. 

During this feene, I kept below in the fieerage; in a fitua
tion, not very agreeable thou mayeft be fure: indeed, had I 
given way to the firft impulfes of fear, I ihould have been more 
dead than alwe; but I had recolleCtion enough to refleCt, that c~r 
Eirft and Second Mates were experienced [eamen, and that if 
We were in any imminent danger, I fhould know it by their 
countenances, which were the barometer by which I regulated 
my feelings; and this prudent ftep a good deal lelfened my 
anxiety, for I learned from their difcourfe that they did not 
apprehend any great danger, except from a lee fhore, and we' 
had day-light in our favour, and at a confiderable diftance from 
land. Towards the evening th~ ftorm abated, which eared my 
apErehenfiollS, and Iventuredon deck; but, good God! how was, 

I amazed. 
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I amazed to fee the fea rolling in billows mountains high~ and" 
roaring in a moil: tremendous manner, every wave futIicient to 
fw;:tllow up our little vena. 

The next day the watet"s had recovered their ufual ferenity, and 
all Nature feemed to be as it were renovated. How forcible is 
that fimile of the good old Patriarch, when defcribing the fickle
nefs of his fon: "He fhall be (fays he) unil:able as watef.:~ 

Thou wilt forgive me thefe trifling digreffions j when they rife to 
the end of my pen, (if I may be allowed the expreffion) I never 
check them; and thou, perhaps, wilt like them better than the 
moil: il:udied paragraphs. 

My letter feems fwelled to an unreaConable length, therefore I
fhall only obferve "at prefent, that we came to anchor at this place 
on the 8th in the afternoon, after a very agreeable day's fail. 
Thou mayeft expett a further continuation the firil: opportunity 
Thine, &c. 

SPITHEAD, 1 
9th September. S 

LET T E R IV .. 

W.B. 

THJ~ place is .fituated ~etwixt Portf~outh and the HIe of 
- WIght, and IS about el?ht or ten mIles over. It is only 'a 

harbour for veffels that drop 111 occafionally, or fuch of his Ma-

jefty.'.s 
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J• eay's fhips as are deftined for immediate fervice. The place for s I785
b
·· 

. eptem er. 
vefiels that are laid up, or repairing, being up a narrow creek, ~ 
which divides Portfmouth from Gofport. 

One of the firft objeCts that prefented itfelf to my view, on our 
firft coming to anchor, was the mafts of the Royal George, which 
filip, thou mayeft remember, went to the bottom a few years ago. 
It is a melancholy refleCtion, that near fifteen hundred poor fouls 
iliould periili in a moment, many of whom were of the firft fami
lies. There are a number of line of battle iliips at anchor here, the 
fight of which is quite a novelty to me; but that which renders the 
pro(peet from hence completely charming, is the beautiful land
{cape which the Iae of Wight affords. Nothing in Nature can 
prefent a more deleaable appearance, than the enchanting verdure 
of its fields and meadows. I can fay nothing of its infulated ap
pearance, but am told, that it is at leaft equal to the coaft; if fo, 
it muft be a moft defirable refidence for thofe who are fond of a 

. " country retIrement. 

Spithead is a moil: excellent market for the farmer to difpofe of 
his various produce, the number of iliips confiantly lying here 
confuming 11.10re than they can pollibly furnial them with, and 
for which they in general obtain good prices, (particularly in time 
of war) though we laid in both live fiock and other necefTaries for 
our mefs very reafonable, fuch as hogs, geefe, fowls, rabbits, ducks, 
and hams j chee[e, butter, onions, potatoes, &c. &c. 

Amongil: the men of war at anchor here, is the Goliah, of 74 
guns: Captain Sir Hyde Parker. lVlr. Lauder, (our Surgeon) had 
been Surgeon's Mate on board her, and having a number of ac
quaintance there, he very kindly invited me to go on board along 

B with 
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1785. with him. Thou mayeil: be [ure that I was greatly pleafed with 
September; , f 'f ' ' fit ~ d'l e t ~ [uch an opportumty 0 gratl ymg my cuno 1 y, anu rea l.yacc p -

ed his invitation. VI e were on board feveral hours, but I am too 
great a novice in fea matters to give thee any.tolerable defcription 
of a man of war: indeed I had it not in my power, if I had ability, 
for, being an abfolute il:ranger to every body, (the DoCtor totally 
engrofied by his old [hip-mates) I could not with propriety aik 
any particular queftions. Thus far I can tell thee, that the decks; 
and indeed every paffage and gangway, arc kept as neat and 
dean as a good country houfewife would her trenchers: they 
have not near fo many people on board as in time of war, but 
even then, I am told they are equally attentive in regard to clean
linefs, This, I believe, was far from being the cafe formerly, till 
abfolute neceffity convinced them of its utility, In abfolute 
governments one, perhaps, might fee inferior rapks of people kept 
in due fubordination, though an Englifhman can ill bro~k it, 
liberty and freedom being with him innate principles; but the 
Captain of a man of war is, I underftand, more abfolute than the" 
moil: defpotic monarch. Prudence may, fometimes, make this 
exertion of power necerrary, as a man of war, (like a common 
fewer) is the receptacle for the moil: profligate and abandoned of 
mankind. We dined on board, along with upwards of twenty 
Midfhipmen, DoEtor's Mates, &c. atId every thing was conduCted 
with the utmo!t regularity and decorum, accompanied with a' 

politenefs which I was far from expeCting at fea, and which, l' 
believe, is not always the cafe; harmony and decorum, nay, com-
mon decency, being pretty often kicked out of doors. In regard 
to Port[mouth I can fay but little, being there only a few hours. 
I am told it is the beft fort'ified of any place in the kingdom, a~d I 
~m apt to bel:eve it. Exclulive of the dock-yard, and other pub
hc works carned 011 here, the town is inconfider~ble, though. it'is 

I the 
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the largell: in this 1)art of the country. In time of war, the l)eople S 1 78S
b· eptem t.;r. 

at inns, and pLlCes of public refort, are particularly exorbitant '--v--J 

in their charges, finding, I fuppo[e, that proverb verified, that 
(C Sailors get their money like horres, and fpend it like affes." This 
however, is not always the cafe, for I fupped and fpent a very con-
vivial evening with our Firit Mate, and a relation of Captain 
Dixon's, at the Star and Garter, which is reckoned one of the 
deareft houCes, and we found every accommodation excellent, and 
their charges very moderate. Here are a number of Jews, who 
principally live in one ftreet, called Jews-fheet, and a great many 
proilitutes of the loweil cla[s, who always have a plentiful harveft 
in time of war, from the wages and prize-money of unwary 
failors. 

Our bufine[s at this place (fuch as filling up our water, pro
curing fhip's ilores, &c.) being compleated, we [hall fail from 
hence the firft fair wind; but thou mayeil expeCt a continuation 
from Guernfey, at which place we fhall touch. 

SPITHEAD, } 
14th Sept. 

Adieu, thine, &c. W. B. 

LET T E R V. 

A G R E E A B L Y to my promife, I now fit down to give thee 
- a continuation of our progrefs, though it blows fo very 

hard, and the fhip has fo much motion, (notwithftanding our 
being at double anchor) that I fcarcely can write intelligibly. We 
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left Spithead on the 16th inft. at eight o'clock in the morning, and 
pailed by St. Helen's at eleven; but the wind proving contrary, 
and the weather wet and hazy, we returned to St. Helen's Road, 
and came to anchor there in the evening. At feven the next 
morning we weighed, and made fail. The weather during this,. 
and t:le two following days, was moderate, and the winds variable. 
On b~ard the King George were feveral ladies, vl,lho were going to 
Guernfey on a jaunt of pleafure; and a cutter, from Gofport, 
belonging to our owners, accompanied us for the purpofe of bring
ing them back. On the J ~th, in the evening, we were at anchor 
with what is called the kedge, (which is one of the fmall anchors) 
and the cutter was moored to our frern with a front rope; but 
though the weather was very moderate, the tide run fo {hong, 
that the rope prefently broke, and the cutter ran adrift: the fluke 
of our anchor was likewife carried away; this, however, was 
attended with no great inconveniency. Though I am fo young a 
failor, yet I had already been in fome danger, as thou mayeft recol
leCt when we had a heavy gale of wind off Beachy; and I was 
again defrined to be in a much worfe fituation, from quite a co~
trary caufe, viz. a calm. This, to one like thee, will feem a 
paradox, as you people who never Jaw faIt water muft needs think it 
the beft weather when the iky is clear, and the water finooth. On 
t;le 20th, in the afternoon, we faw the Caiketts, which are a heap 
of rocks, fo called by failors, on account, I fuppofe, of their like
ners. Thefe rocks have been, perhaps, more fatal to mari.ners, 
than ever were the famed Scylla and Charibdis of the ancients. 
The tide drifted us right upon them: we were quite becalmed, fo 
that our ve~el. w~s unmanageable; and at eight in the evening, 
they were wlthm httle more than a mile of us: we had foundinO"s 
indeed in eighteen or twenty fathom water, but the bottom w:s 
nothing but {harp rocks, fo that had we been reduced to thenecef-

{ity 
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fity of letting go our anchor; there was {carcely a poffibility of 1785. 
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all our apprehenfions were quickly over. This circumfl:ance will 
at once ihew thee, that calms, when near land, are oft times more 
dangerous than violent gales of wind. 

On the 21fl:, about one o'clock, our owners brought us a pilot 
on board (the harbour of Guernfey being right a-head of us) to 
take us in; and it was rather a laughable circumfl:ance, that the 
man pretended he could not fpeak any Englifh, and we had nobody 
on board who underftood French; but we foon found Monlieur 
knew fumething of Englifh, w~.m he underftood, that if he was 
ignorant of our language, we muft provide ourfelves with another 
pilot. 

We came to anchor in Guernfey Road about fix o'clock in the 
evening, t:~~ weather wet and hazy. Thou wilt expect me to fay 
fomething about this' place, and I ihall give thee every information 
in my power with the greatefl: pleafure, though my account will 
be much more circumfcribed than I could wl1h; n:!twithftanding 
this, thou mayeft be allured, that for the fak\:: of [welling my nar
rative, I never will forfake the regions 0:- truth, or overleap the 
bounds of probability. On a rock entirely fl!lTOUnded by water, 
about three quarters of a mile f1'o:11 the ~own, {Lll1ds the Cai~k, but 
its appearance has nothing of that Gothic cail, which edifices of th3.t . 
kind generally have; it is exceeding low, and I L:ncy very ancient, 
the greater part having been recently rep, :·e.\, \',hich makes it look 
like a piece ,'); patch-work. It is defendc0 l>ya number of guns, 
and a guard of foldiers; but what ql1an,ity of each I cannot in-, 
form thee. It is likewife the prifoll for ~1l the iibnd, either in 
civil, or criminal ca[\:s. The only thing to recommend tb:: Roall 

where 
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where we lay, as a place for {hips to anchor in is, its excdlent 
bottom; in other refpc: J-s, the fituation is \'cry bad, being very 
much expo[cd to the winds; but the inhabitants have an excellent 
place clofe to th~ town, fOJ their own veifels to lay in, well fecur~d 
againil: any vio!cnt wind or weather whatfoever. Guernfey IS 

fitll2.ted on the fide of a pretty Heep hill, with a il:ony, or rather 
rocky bottom: it confifis of feveral ftreets, which are dark, nar
row, and inconvenient, but always clean, not only on account of 
their hard bottom, but a1fo their declivity; fo that any dirt or 

I 

filth is always wailied away by the laft (hower of rain. 

The houfes in general are built of a coarfe kind of free-fione, 
and feldom appear commodious, but never elegant: indeed con
venience alone feems to have been principally attended to, even in 
the moil: modern ones. The ifland) I believe, is not very popl:Ilous, 
and mofi: of the inhabitants are brought up to a f:a-faring life; 
fo that the place, not affording every nereiiary of life.in plenty, 
may, perhaps, be owing to proper want of cultivation, more than 
its natural fterility. This inconvenience is little felt, as the Guern
f.:y cruizers, being always on the coail: of England, (whofe fertile 
plains fo amply reward the careful farmer's toil) bring back every 
thing they want a.t a cheat> rate. 

The merchants who refide at Guernfey are pretty numerous, 
and fome of them confiderable. In time of war, thev fit out a 

J 

number of privateers, and, in general, are pretty fllccefsful;. but I 
am inc1intd to think, that a love if gain prompts them to thefe 
undertakings more than love of their country. In regard to their 
trade, it is chiefly of the contraband kind, and that on a ve~y exten
five plan, not being confined to their neighbours, the French alone, 
but extending to Spain, Portugal, and the Streights. In their reli-

gIOn 
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gion, (which is the Church of England) they 2re, I am told, 'r:ry 

exact, and pay a mofr frrid attention to the obfervance of the ~)ab
bath: this thou wilt fay but ill agrees with their living in con
ftant violation of laws both divine and human. I am rather of 
the fame opinion; but I endeavour to reconcile thefe contradic1ions, 
by fuppofing that the text of fcripture about " rendering unto 
Crefar, &c." is left out of their edition of the Bible; and that 
liberty, property, and no cxcijc, is the fundamental axiom of their 
l\1agna Charta. One benefit which they reap from their encoun
ters with the myrmidons from the Englifh Cuftoms is, that know
ing they are acting contrary to law, their men become totally cal
lous to the feelings of humanity, and being thus entirely divefted 
of the milk of human kindnefs, they fight like devils; and this 
may, in a great meafure, account for the great fl1cc:e{s the Guernfey 
privateers genc:rally meet with, \-Vines, brandy, &c. &c. are the 
principal commodities they traffick in. The[e articles, thou well ' 
knowefr, pay heavy duties in England, therefore are beft worth 
their attention. Till lately the article of tea was a kind of fraple 
comm,odity here, but Mr. Pitt's late bill having fo greatly lowered 
the dlilties, it is no longer an object worth their attention. What 
few women f faw were very ordinary; indeed it was no eafy mat
ter to tell what complexion they were of, fo liberally 'were they 
bedaubed with paint and powder. Their language [eems to be a 
mixture of bad French, with a provincial dialeCt, \\'hich renders it 
unintelligible jargon to every body but themfclvcs ; however, th~ 

greater part of the people in town fpeak pretty good Eng':i ':1. 
Our principal- bufinefs here was to take forne articles from the 
King George on board ou'r vellel, ana to lay in a frock of liquor 
for the people during the voyage, both which are compleated, and 
we only wait for a fair wind to weigh anchor, and proceed on our 

voyage, 
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1785. voyage.---Heigh-ho---I cannot help fighing to think what a dif
,September. tance I {hall [oon be from-but a truce with all melancholy re
~ 

fleCtions, and whilft I exifi, believe me to be, &c.' 

GUERNSEY, l 
25th Septelnber. S 

LET T E R VI. 

w. B. 

A T the conclufion of my laft I informed thee, that we only 
waited f0r a fair wind to leave Guernfey, which fortunately 

happened the next day, viz. the 26th September, when we weighed 
and made fail. On the 27th, we faw feve_n iilands, at about feven 
'leagues diftance. On the 28th, faIt provifions were ferved out to 
the [hip's company. I already forefee, that in fulfilling thy 
requeft of mentioning every occurrence, I [hall make my letters 
nothing but a dull repetition of tirefome and uninterefting circum
itances. Here methinks I fee thee make a full ftop, and with a 
[mile, mutter to thyfelf, " What the devil does the fellow mean? 
He furely has not the vanity to think that the beft of his letters 
are any thing elfe than a heap of dull, tedious ftqff ?" Well, if 
this is thy opinion, I moft cordially agree with thee: however; 
were my abilities greater, it would be out of my power to avoid 
tautology at all times. On the 30th, grog was ferved out, which 
made all hands look brifk and chearful: thou art not to imagine 
that I include our mefs in this obfervation, as we had a plentiful 
ftock of our own, independent of the £hip's allowance. We had 
a ihong gale of wind fince our leaving Guernfey: this I was 

2 familiar 
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familiar to. Before I mention a circumftance that happened on 
Sunday the 2d of OCtober, I muft inform thee that we keep 'the 
Sabbath-day in a decent and orderly manner; all hands appearing, 
as the SpeCtator fays of country villages on the fame occafion, 
« with their cleaneft looks and beft doaths, clearing away the ruft 
of the week," and employ themfelves in reading good books, no 
duty being carried on that can be avoided. 

On the 2d, about noon, one of the people faw fomething at a 
diftance, floating on the water; this immediately excited every 
one's curiofity, and we wifhed to have a nearer view of it, but 
having little or no wind, the fhip would not obey the helm: we 
prepared to hoift out our boat, but the tackles for that purpofe 
were not at hand. 1n- this dilemma, feveral of the people wifhed 
to jump over-board, ill order to fee what had fo engaged our 
attention, and to fave it if worth the trouble. At firft Captain 
Dixon objected to this, for fear of fharks, or other accidents; but 
there was no alternative, as the expected prize drifted from us 
every moment; fo giving leave, two of the people were in the fea 
in a moment, and found it to be a large caik, entirely covered 
with a kind of fhell-fifh, called barnacles. They prefently brought 
it along-fide, and we hoifted it on board. There is no doubt but 
it had been in the water a long time, as the filh were with difficulty 
fcraped off: having nearly eat holes through the calk: on exami
nation it proved to be a hogfhead of claret. This might juftly 
be reckoned an acquifition, yet it is a melancholy refleCtion to 
think, that no veffel would part with it but in the greateft exigency, 
and that we only profited by the diftrefs of others. 

Till the 13th, nothing particular occurred; (we had feen firange 
fhips at two or three different times, but not near enough to dif-
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cern what' country they were from) but early in the morning we 
faw the Hland of Porto Santo, at about fix leagues dill-ance; (thou 
art to underftand, that a league at fea is three miles) and Madeira 
fomething nearer: the day being very fine and clear, we kept 
ftanding along the fhore, within a mile of the land. This ifland, 
fo famous in the commercial, or J might rather fay, voluptuous 
world, for its wine, appears mountainous, but not difagreeably fo, 
as the land nopes down by gentle declivities to the water's edge. 
The numerous vineyards teem with ripe clufters of the juicy grape, 
which feern to invite the preifure of the careful vintner: thefe are 
ever and anon interfeCl:ed by various plantations of other kinds, 
together with convents, and other public edifices, dedicated to reli
gious feclufion, which appear to be very numerous here, and put 
me in mind of Foote's Mother Cole, when fhe complains of the 
cruel villains "immuring for life fuch [weet young things, &c." 
Funchall, the capital of the ifland, appears very full of places 
dedicated to public wodhip; and the fireets feem regular. \Vith 
this thou muft be contented, for I have no other opportunity of 
feeing it than through a perfpeCl:ive gla[s, at three miles diftance. 

When I firft began to write, I was not certain whether fortune 
would favour me with an opportunity of [ending it from Madeira, 
but on our coming a-brea(t of this bay, we found here two of his 
Majefty's fhips, bound for England; and we are now laying to, 
whilft the packets are getting ready. 

If I recolleCt right, when I firft gave thee an account of our 
veifels, and their deftination, I did not mention what number of 
hands we had on board. In our fhip. we are thirty-two in all, 
including Captain Dixon. On board the King George, they are 
nearly (if not quite) double that number; but [orne of them are 

I mere 
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mere children, and belong to people of confequence, who, intend
ing them for the rea, I furpoie, thought they could not do better 
than embrace this opportunity of initiating them early in their 
profeffion; to do which more compleatly, Captain Portlock has on 
board a youth from the Mathematical School in Chrifi's Hofpital 
to infirllB: them in the theoretical, whilfr he teaches them the

praCtical part of navigation. 

Amongft the " changes and chances of this mortal life," behold 
thy friend, doomed to [pend fome years of his, if Providence allows 
him to exifi, entirely fecluded from the bufy world. To the her
mit, this might perhaps be a defirable event: I cannot fay that is 
by any means the cafe with me. Thou mayefi, indeed, fay, that I 
am not entirely divefted of the comforts of fociety ;-true-~ut 
thou art to underftand, that I have very little converfation wid") 
any except my mefs-mates; and as failors generally introduce 
faIt-water fubjeCts, and thofe handled fo as to {hew they have 
excluded logic from their ftudies, my entertainment cannot be 
great. 

I frequently walk the deck for fOUf hours, without fpeaking as 
many words: at thefe times my thoughts are employed on a 
variety of fubjeCts, and I propofe committing them to paper, both 
for my amufement, and to have the pleafure of thy remarks, which 
I beg thee always freely to make. Our Captain's letters are ready, 
and the boat is waiting.-Adieu.-Believe me thine, 

FUNCHALL-BA Y, (Madeira)} 
14th October. 

W. B. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R VII. 

I F any thing can exceed the plea[ure. I have in ,:riting to thee; . 
it is that I have juft experienced, VIZ. the fettmg my feet on 

terra firma. By this thou wilt conclude I ~ave been on fhore~, 
and confequently expeCt a defcription of this Hland. As good a 
one as I can give is at thy fervice.; but let me re[ume mynarrative 
ivhere I laft left thee .. 

After fending our letters on board his Majeftts £hip, we left 
Funchall-Bay, and fieered for this place, with moderate breezes, 
qud fine weather._ 

E 

On the 16th we faw Palma and Ferro, (two of the Canary.: 
Iflands) bearing South by Eaft, at about twelve leagues diftance; , 
Perhaps thou, wilt fmile at my mentioning the bearings and di.f. 
lances; but give me leave tef tell thee, that it is methodical and. 
feaman-like: this, I hope, will not only fecure me from thy ani-
madverfions, but merit thy approbation: 

On the 19th, we were in 22 degrees North latitude, and the 
weather being pre:ry clear, it was very hot and fultry. Our decks " 
leaked very bad) and the carpenters were verybufily employed in , 
caulking. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we faw the Hland Bcmavifi:a, , 
at feven leagues diftance. If I miftake notthis is the Ifland which , 
the renowned Columbus firft faw, when he failed in queft of a new' 

WfJrld. . 
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:world. At ten o'clock the HIe of Mayo bore N. N. E. four leagues, 
~nd St. Jago, (our intended port) at eight leagues diftance. 

/' 

Thy knowledge in geography will inform thee, that thefe are 
part of the Cape de '"erd Wands, and ar.:: fubjeCt to the Portugueze. 
At noon we came to anchor in Port Praya Bay, St. Jago, in eight 
fathom water. The extremes of the land which forms the Bay, 
bore from Eaft by South, to South-Weft. The Caftle and Fort, 
North-Weft by \"eft, diftance from fuore near two miles. 

The Wand St. Jago is- fituated in near 14 degrees 54 minutes 
North latitude; and 23 degrees 29 minutes Weft longitude: I can
not fpeak with any degree of certainty in regard to its extent, but 
Ithink its utmoft circumference cannot be one hundred miles. 

It is natural to .fuppofe, from its fituation, that the climate is 
very hot, and this is greatly, increafed by Eafterly winds, which 
,are generally prevalent here; thefe conftantly blowing from the 
fandy defarts of Africa, greatly. add to the natural heat of the cli
mate .. 

Our bufinefs at this place was to water our veffels, procure freili 
provifions, and whatever necetTaries the place afforded, that could 
by any means· conduce to our prefent or future accommodation; 
in order to do which, our Captains took th~ firfr 0lJ£-ortunity of 
going on fuore to find out the beft and eafieil: method of facili
tating their purpofe. 

The Commander of the Fort, treated them at firfi: in rather a 
haughty manner, but on having a trifling prefent made him, he 
grew civil, and gave them leave to water the fhips; this, it [eems, 
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zr 

1785. 
OCtober. 



A V 0 Y AGE T' 0 THE 

being all that is in his power, all other neceilaries being furnifued 
by a Portuguez~ merchant, who refides within a quarter of a mile 
from the beach. 

Every thing for Gur difpatching bufinefs being (ettled, I had the 
pleafure of going on fhore with our Captains. An old Negro (a 
native of the Wand) received us on the b~ach; he could fpeak a 
little broken Englifh, and on underfranding our bufine(s, went along 
with us to the merchant's houie, and proved very (erviceable, for 
none of us knew a word of Portugueze, and he could fpeak no 
Englifh, fo that the old man ferved as an interpreter. 

\Ve were received with great civility and politenefs, and treated 
with fome excellent Madeira, capilaire, onmges, &c. We paid a 
guinea for each veffel, as a kind of port charge, and entered their 
names in a book kept for that purpofe, together with their deiH
nation, and from whence they came. 

Captain Portlock agreed with this gentleman for fome beef, and 
a few other necelfaries; but our interpreter informed us, that the 
country people would furnifh us with many things we wanted, on 
chea,per terms than this gentleman. 

On going to Praya we found a kind of market held there, a 
number of people being affembled from various parts of the If1and, 
with different articles to fell, fuch as hogs, fheep, goats, fowls, 
turkies, &c. together with oranges, lemons, limes, c@coa-nuts, 
bananas, a few pine-apples, and fmall quantities of dayed fugar, 
which they make up in parcels like our bafkets of faIt. The fruit 
of every kind was fine, and peculiarly acceptable to us, not only 

becaufe 
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becaufe they ferved in a mofr agreeable manner to quench thirft, 
but likewife as they are excellent anti-fcorbutics. 

Of their live frock, the hogs and turkies are by far the befr ; 
their goats and iheep being very thin and fpare, and their bullocks 
(for fa it [eems they call them) not fa large as an Engliih year-old 
calf; yet 1b poor are the people, that none gf them could furniDl 
us with an y beef, the merchant, it [eerns, being the only perf on 
here able to carryon that traffic. We found old cloaths and toys 
in greater :'iimation than calh amongft thefe people, efpecially in 
exchange for their lefs valuable articles, fuch as goats, fowls, fruit, 
&c. This was a lucky circumftance for us, as Engliili coin is not 
current here; however, it was necefiary to have Jome calli, which 
we got by applying to the merchant, who exchanged our guineas 
for Spanifh dollars, giving us four dollars, equal here to five fhil
lings each, for a guinea; [0 that the cour[e of exchange here is 
nearly fifteen per cent. againft us. The bdl: way for any Captain 
who propofes to touch at this place for a filpply of provifions, &c. 
would be, to bring a few articles of hard-ware, fuch as knives, 
buckles, razors, &c. &c. thefe would fetch a good profit, and fur
nilh him with whatever calh he might want. 

~ 

I have not time to add more at prefent, but will finifh my ac
count of this place in my next. Thine, &c. 

W. B. 
PORT-PRAYA, (St. JaglJ,) l 

26th Oaober. j 

LETTER 
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LET T E R VIII. 

is INC E the date of my laft, feveral {hips, have a.rrived here, 
viz. three fail from London, and an Amencan bng. 

The American'sbufinefs, "it. feems, was to pick up horfes, or 
any cattle he could lay hands on; but none being here, he weighed 
anchor after fraying a few hours. The London veffels are em
ployed in the Southern whale fifhery; one of them, juft come 
out, belongs to a Mr. Montgomery, in Prefcott-frreet, Goodman's
Fields: the brig I have heard nothing about; and the other {hip, 
to ------ Hamet, Efq. now Sir Benjamin Hamet. She is called 
the Hamet, after her owner, and commanded by a Captain Clarke, 
who is a good hearty kind of man, and fo obliging as to take the 
charge of our letters. 

I fhall now proceed to finiih what further account I am able to 
give thee of this place. The Fort and Caftle, or rather the paltry 
"places which ferve as an apology for them, are fituated on an emi
nence, near half a mile from the water-fide, and commanded by a 
Captain, with a detachment of foldiers, futlicient, no doubt, to keep 
the Hland in proper fubjugation, but furely unable to repel any 
foreign armament. . 

Immediately behind this fortrefs, on a large plain, ftands the 
town of Praya, confifting of about fifty or fixty huts, ftanding at 
.a good diftance from each other, and form a large quadrangle, 
wh.ere the market is held: near the center is a pile of frones, 

I w~h 
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w~ich ferve as a crofs. Thefe huts '(for I can call them no better) 
are built with fiones, without any cement, and are perhaps as 
poorly confiruEted, as the moft miferable out-houfe belonging'to 
an Englifh farmer. They confift only of a ground-floor,. which is 
generally divided into two, or at moftthrcerooms. 

Beds are a luxury not known in general here, the people fleep
ing on mats: indeed I faw one at the merchant's before-mentioned, 
but fcarce1y a menial fervant in England would fleep in it. 

The natives are blacks, and generally fervants to the Por.tugueze, 
many of whom refide here. They profefs the Roman Catholic 
religion; of which they feem very tenacious. One day when I was 
at Praya, the people W(fre going to public worfllip, and, impelled 
by curioflty, I was pofting to the chapel, in order to fee their 
method of faying mafs j but the Commander of the Fort hap
pening to fee me, fent one of his foldiers to order me back. 
The Portugueze behave kindly to ftrangeJs, but, perhaps, this 
may proceed from interefted motives, as we went to their houfes 
to purahafe fruit, &c. A good woman at one of the houfes made 
me a mefs of boiled Indian wheat, mixed up with goat's milk, and 
fweetened with fugar, much like a good Engliili'houfewife's firmity: 
this ilie preffed me to partake, of with fo mu~ch good-nature, that I 
could not refufe eating, and found it a very agreeable mefs. It 
might be imagined from the warmth of the climate, that the fe
males are naturally amorous j yet both the natives and Portugueze 
conftantly refifted every folicitation of that kind from our gentle
men, though, they enforced their rhetoric with very tempting pre
fents: whether thefe confiant denials proceeded from a real love 
of chafiity, I fhallieave thee to determine. 

D I judge 
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I judge the foil to be much the fame with that of tropical iflands·· 
in general; indeed, were it capable of improvement equal to that 
of England, the people are too lazy to cultivate it. I have before 
mentioned the principal articles t!lis place produces~ Thefe, in 
teneral, require little or no labour~ except the cultivation of In
dian wheat, and the manufaCturing the finall quantity of fugar
fane which the Wand affords:- from this they make a kind of fpirit, 
which is· here called rum, but by failors aqua dente. This they 
make into punch, and render it palatable by infufing plenty oC' 
lemon, or lime-juice and fugar. 

This ifland abounds with goats, and their milk feems to be a 
~onfiderable part of the people's fnftenance; for I obferved in aU 
the huts I went into, bowls filled with it, and generally a number 
of cheefes. I am the more. apt to believe this, as I could fee no 
preparations for cooking viduals in any of the houfes, not even fo 
much as a fire, though I vifited many of them at different times of' 
the day. 

The heat of the climate requires but little c!oathing, and in thi& 
refpeCt fuits the purfes of the inhabitants; for the few cloaths. 
they have, the foldiers excepted, feem to be purchafed at fecond
hand, from fhips thar--toueh here for refrelhment. I oug.ht 119t to
include the women, however, (the fair fix I had like to have faid) 
in this remark: they wear a loofe wrapper, of cotton manufaCl:ure:t; 
the produce of the iiland, generally ftriped with blue, after various 
patterns, as their fancy fuggefts; this wrapper, with a light petti
coat and a cap, chiefly conftitute the women's drefs. By way of 
ornament, their ears and neck are decorated with beads, or fome 
toy of trifling value, and from the neck a crofs is generally fufpend
cd. The Portuguez.e look the- piCtpre of iJ.lt.health i their coun-

tenances. 
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tenances are wan, meagre, and fallow: whether or no this is pecu
liar to the people of that nation, or occafioned by the climate, I 
cannot fay: the natives, however, in general are healthy looking 
people. Their government I can fay nothing about, but I fuould 
fuppofe it in fome meafure fimilar to that of Portugal. 

So much for St. Jago. Our time will not permit us to fta}" 
longer than is nece{[ary to compleat our water, and let the people 
have a little recreation on !hore, whicfi is very necefiary for the 
prefervation of their health: moil: of this being already doneJ I 
expect every minute to hear (( All hands up anchor a-hoy" vocife
rated by the Boatfwain; with all the noify bawl that a good pair of 
lungs can afford; fo that I {hall finiih with the words of Hamlet's 
father, "Farewel!-'---remember me! Thine ever) 

ST. JACO, } 
28th OCtober. 

LETTER IX. 

I HAVE before obrerved, that I correfpond with thee as much 
for my own amufement as thy information---I beg pardon ; __ .. 

1 meant to fay the gratification of thy curiofity: fo that thou art 
not to wonder at feeing my letters frequently dated at fea; for, ill 
-committing our daily occurrences to paper, I am totally governed 
by good'weather and opportunity. Indeed I know thee to be fl) 
ready to make every kind allowance, that this preamble was fcarcely 

D 2 neceifary, 
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1785. neceffary;.1 fh~ll therefore refume my narrative withour furthev. 

November. 
~..J ceremony. 

Having compTeated every object we had in view at. St. Jago, and' 
a favourable breeze fpringing up, we weighed anchor ;It ten o'clock 
in the morning of the 29th October, after taking leave., with three 
hearty cheers, of our good friend Captain Clarke, whom we left at 
anchor. We a1fo left the lliip belonging to Mr~ Montgomery 
riding in the bay. Th.e live frock we brought from the HIe of" 
Wight being nearly expended, we had purchafed feveral goats, tur,. 
kies, and llieep here,. in order to make our voyage more comfort!"', 
able, and to preferve us from the fcurvy., 

I have already mentioned the great heat of the weather, at St~ 
Jago, and endeavoured, in fome meafure, to account for it. Thou, 
mayefr eafily imagine, that the. nearer we approached the Equi
noCtial Line, the weather grew more intenfely hot; and this is 
greatly increafed by calms, which are very frequent ih latitudes 
near the Line, whilfr a fr.eJh breeze alwaxs renders the heat more. 
tolerable. 

On the 3d November, being in eight degrees North latitude" 
and the weather mofr intenfely hot, our people were bufi1y em
ployed in fcrubbing ana cleaning between decks, and every part of-" 
the vella with care, and afterwards wallied'it well with vinegar •. 
This method was always ufed by the late Captain Cooke, in his 
long voyages, and he ever found it attended with. the happieft· 
effects, in regard to the prefervation of health.. Such kind and 
humane attentions to the health of people under·the care of any, 
Commander, muft certainly place his char.aCter,. as a man and a. 

Chrijlial1j _ 
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Chriflian, high in the efiimation of every perf on of feeling and 1785. 
November. 

humanity. '--v-..I 

Indeed I cannot help confidering this attention as a duty abfo
lutely incumbent on him; for, if the mafier of a family on £hore 
confiders it his duty to take care of his fervants during ficknefs, 
when they have it in their power to procure relief by various other 
methods, how much more does it behove the Captain of a fhip to 
befiow every attention in his power on his fervants welfare? In 
the midfi of the wide ocean, to whom can they feek for fuccour? 
They have no kind friend, no tender parent to apply to for relief! 
No generous Public, whore charity they might imp10re, and who 
rarely fail to affiil: the helplefs in their difirefs! Yet notwith
!tanding there powerful motives, there are, I am afraid, too many 
Captains who' do not trouble themfelves about fuch (to them) tri
vial matters, but trufi to chance for the health or ficknefs of their 
people .. 

From the 4th to the 12th of November, the weather was very
variable; fometimes it was clear, and nearly calm, and prefently 
it would change to {hong fqualls and heavy rain, attended with 
Gonfiant thunder and lightning. I had omitted to mention, that: 
on the 9th the £hip's company were ferved with peafe, at an aIlow-
ance of half a pint per man, for three days in the week: this 
addition to our faIt pork, made a very comfortable mefs. By the 
J 3th we were in the latitude of 2 degrees North, and the weather 
grew more fettled and favourable: we had a fre£h Eafierly breeze, 
with a clear iky, unattended with any fudden fqualls, or thunder, 
and lightning. On the 16th we croffed the Line, .our latitude being_, 
22. miles S.outh •. 
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It perhaps may be neceffary to in'rorm thee, that ih~ method of 
finding \vhat latitude the /hip is in,js, to take 'an altItude of the 

-Sun wheH he is in the meridian, which is always twelve o'clock at 
onOOll, and this altitude, after being wro~ght by an eafyprocefs, 
.gives the latitude. 

Sailors on croffing the Line, have a cuftom of plunging every 
jSerfon onboarcl, who have never been to the Southward of it, over 
head and ears in a tub of water. This '..ceremony being but ill 
-felifhed by fome of.our people, Captain Dixon pr-omifed all hands 
a double allowance of grog if they woulddefifl:-: this was very 
'willingly accepted, ,and harmony was Joon refrored: but alas! 
grog and good humour foon were at variance, and fome of the 
people grew fo quarrelfome and turbulent, that they were put in 
irons: this brought them to reafon in a {hort time, and they were 
.fet at liberty on ,promife of better behav.iour. 

I was .expreffingmy furprize and forrow to my mefs-mates, that 
fo difiurbing a circumfrance Dlould happen; but they laughed, and 
(aid, that things of this fort were fo common at fea, that they we,re 
not worth taking the leaft notice of. 'On this I could not help 
refleCting with Solomon, that " there is nothing new under the 
.Sun." 

At two o'clock in the afternoon of the 2 Iii, we faw a fail to the 
'Eafrward, but at too great a difrance to difcern what country !he 
,belonged to. On the 24th, vinegar was ferved out to the !hip's 
.company, which made our fait provifions more wholefome and 
agreeable: it likewife proved a very good ingredient to eat with 
fiih, which we frequently caught, fuch as bonettas albacours 
cl ~phins) &c. On the 25th, the people were ferved' with wha~ 

2 flops 



NO'R.TH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

flops they wanted, and [0 were rid of the fears they entertained 'at 1785. 
• • 1': December d 

our firfr faihng, VIZ. that they fhould not be able to procure a lUp- '.",c""" __ ,,, .. L 

ply of doaths 'when their frock was worn out. On the 26th, tea, 
and fugar were ferved to the fhip's company, at an allowance fuffi-
cient for breakfaft every morning. This made a very comfortabl(j . 
addition to our viEtuals, and was a very agreeable change: add 
to this, they are excellent anti-fcorbutics, and, as fuch, peculiarly 
defirable in long voyages. Indeed we had a plentiful ftock both, 
of tea, coffee, and fugar for our own mefs, of a fuperior quality to· 
what we had ferved out; but it was a moft defirable acquifition to· 
the people, as I believe it is never ferved out, either in the King's· 
fhips, or merchants fervice. On the 30th, we had a fpare maia-
fail fitted over the quarter-deck, as a temporary awning. This not 
only rendered the heat of the weather more tolerable on deck, buD 
was of great ufe in preferving it from the fun. 

By the 6th of December we were well out of the Tropics, being 
in 26 deg. 16 min. South latitude. The weather now began to 
be agreeable and pleafant, with frefh fteady Eafterly breezes. A)
).line in the morning of the 7th, the Kin); George' made a fignal for 
feeing a fail to the S~uth-Weft; but fhe did not come near enough, 
for us to difcern what country fhe belonged to. 

I believe Captain Portlock propofes touching at Falkland's 
Iflands; if fo, thou mayefr depend on a further continuation from 
that place. Thi~~ ever, 

AT SEA. I 
~othDcc. 

,V. B. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R X. 

rr H 0 UGH a fea life is in fome degree become familiar to 
me, yet the fight of land fills me with a temporary pleafure; 

I fay temporary, becau[e it is fOOll ftopped by refleCting, that fome 
years muft elapfe before I lhall have the heart-felt fatisfaCtion of 
beholding my native country. 

I am aihamed to trouble thee with fuch trifling digreffions; 
but in future I will endeavour entirely to fupprefs them, and write 
nothing that concerns the paft, or future, bU,t confine myfelf to 
the prefent time. 

On the 11th of December, being in 33 deg. 16 min. North lati
tude, we had a heavy gale of wind, which obliged us to clofe-reef 
our top-fails and main-fail: however, in a few hours the weather 
grew moderate. Vie have found the variation of the compafs to be 
1 I deg. 16 min. Eafterly. The 16th, being moderate and fine, we 
had a great quantity of fpermaceti whales about the lhip, latitude 
4 I deg. South: On the 2-Ift, we had a very heavy gale of wind, 
which obliged us to hand our top-fails, and reef our courfes: we 
alfo reeved preventer braces for the top-fail yards, and preventer 
lafhings to fecure our boats: the main and fore hatches were bat
tened down, and every precaution taken to keep the verrel fnug and 
dry. This in all parts to the Southward of the Line, is the longeft 
day: it would have been a matter of furprize for thee to have feen 
the Sun before four o'clock in the morning; and I dare fay that 

I there 
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there :ire numbers in London who will never be perfuaded that the D I78?" ecemocf. 
Sun fifes before four o'clock in December. '--v-' 

On the 23d, being in 46 deg. South latitude, the rea h1d a very 
muddy, dirty appearance; we faw a feal, and a great quantity of 
various kinds of £11h playing about the fhtp. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we had a hem'y ftorm of fnow 
and fleet: indeed, fince the 21ft we had very little intermiffion 
from heavy gales of wind and fqually weather. This forenoon 
our laft goat died, being literally ftarved to death with cold, though 
we had taken every precaution in our power to keep her alive. 
We felt her 10fs very fenfibly for fome time, as {he had given milk 
twice a day, which made our tea drink very agreeably. Latitude 
at noon 47 deg. 2 min. • 

On the former part of the 25th we had frefll breezes, and pretty 
clear weather; but at four in the afternoon a heavy gale of wind 
obliged us to hand our top-fails and reef the courfes. This being 
Chriftmas-day, we celebrated it as well as our fituation could af
ford, and more particularly as it is accounted by failors a greater 
fell-ivaI than even the Sabbath-day, though their obfervance of it 
is not confiftent with this opinion, as they generally fpend it in 
noify mirth, and tumultuous jollity, occafioned by drinking re
peated bumpers of grog to the health of their abfent friends and 
fweethearts. Latitude 48 deg. 14 min. South. 

From the 26th to the 3 Iii, the weather was variable: fometimes 
we had moderate breezes, and cloudy,; and again, heavy gales of 
wind with rain. This is the fummer feafon in this part of the 
world, the latitude we were in (viz. 50 deg. 30 min. South) being 

E nearly 
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1786. nearly the fame climate as part of EnglaRd; yet the weather here 
January. 
~-.J is more like March than Midfummer. 

On the 1ft January, 1786, we had great numbers of feals and.
penguins, about us, and a great variety of birds, which plainlr 
indicated that we were not far from land. 

At three o'clock in the morningof the 2d, we faw land, the 
extremes of which bore from South Eaft by South to South by 
Weft, at about nine leagues diftance. At ten o'clock we founded~ 
in feventy-eight fathom water, over a fine fandy bottom, inter
mixed with black fpecks: the extremes of the land at noon bore 
from South Eaft to South Weft; the weather thick and hazy with 
rain. During the afternoon we had light winds, inclining to calm. 
In the evening we founded, and had again. feventy-eight fathom· 
"vater, with much the fame bottom as before. 

At eight in the morning of the 3d, we faw the land bearing- Eaft' 
by North; and at ten, the extremes of the land in fight bore from' 
South Eaft to South Weft by South, diftant from [hore nine or ten: 
leagues: the water appeared very black and muddy. At eleven' 
o'clock we faw a rock, bearing South Eaft, at about feven leagues
diftance, which had very much the appearance of a {hip under fail; 
and indeed we at fir1l: took. it for a veffel. \Ve have fince learnt· , 
that this rock is called the Eddyftone. Our latitude at noon wa~ 
j I deg.2 min. South; and the longitude 58 deg. 48 min. Weft •. 

1 mention the latitude more -frequently, that thou mayeft form
an idea of our progrefs; and alfo, by that and the longitude,. 
which I will mention in future at every opportunity, thou mayefiv 
find witheaCe the_ very fpot of the globe that.we.are upon. 

DurinK-
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During the afternoon we had frefh breezes and cloudy weather, 
and, not willing to lofe fight of the land, we ftood in {hare, and 
tacked occafionally. At eight o'clock in the evening, the Wefier
mofi land bore Weft South Weft, and the Eddyft:one North-Eaft. 
We had frefh breezes, with thick hazy ,,,,,eather; at times a thick 

fog. 

In the forenoon of the 4th we faw two fmall Wands, bearing 
South by Eaft: and South by Weft, with high land behind them. 
At noon, the Weft:ermoft: land in fight was about four leagues, 
and the Eafiermoft near eight leagues difiance, latitude 5 I deg. 10 

min. South. During the afternoon we fiood along £hore, as we 
judged Port Egmont (the harbour we intended to anchor in) not 
to be far off. About midnight, being within three miles of the 
Wefiermoft land, Captain Portlock made fignal to ftand off fhore. 
I have before obferved, that we had very long days; in fact, we 
had no night, and the weather being moderate, might jufily war
rant our fianding near the land during the night time. 

At two o'clock in the morning of the 5th, we wore and'made 
fail. At three Captain Portlock fent his whale-boat with Mr. 
Macleod, his Firfi Mate, to found a-head, and look out for a har
bour. Mr. Macleod left a copy of the various fignals he was to 
make on board the Q£.een, as a guide for us, om'veffel being 
a-head of the King George. 

At half pafi feven Mr. Macleod fired a mufquet, as a fignal for 
danger, which occafioned us to fiand off the land, and tack occa-

• 
fionally, the better to obferve the motions of the boat. Towards 
nine o'clock, being pretty near the place where Mr. Macleod made 
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1786• the fignal for danger, our whale· boat was hoifted out, and fent 
January. a.head to found. 
~ 

About half paft nine Mr. Macleodhoifted a flag at the top of 
the high land, which was a fignal for a harbour: on this, both 
veffe1s flood in for the found, and Captain Portlock fired a gun as 
a fignal for his boat to return. 

Mr. Macleod informed us, that he had feen a fmall reef of rocks, 
which occafioned him to fire the mufquet; and that the harbour 
afforded an excellent place for watering. At eleven o~clock both 
:£hips came to anchor in Port Egmont, in feventeen fathom water, 
over a fandy bottom. 

I have endeavoured to mention every circumftance, however 
trivial; and I hope fo flrict an attention to minutire will not only 
pleafe thee, but in fome meafure atone for the defects that conti
nually occur in the courfe of my narration. Thou mayeft expeCt 
fome account of this place, &c. in my next. Thine, &c. 

W.:a .. 
FALKLAND'S ISLANDS, I 

7th ]alluary. S 

H A VING handed the fails, and put every thing to rights, we 
moored with the ftream-anch,Or and tow-line; but the next 

day, (the 6th) finding the wind blow frefh, and a heavy fwell, we 
I ~ak 
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took the fiream-anchor up, and moored with both bowers. The 
principal object we had in view, was to water the £hips; for this 
we were fituated very conveniently, as I have before obferved. 
We ha,d alfo found during our CJ'uize, that the Q£.een was not fuf
ficiently deep in the water; fo that fome hands were employed in 
fetching fiones to put in the hold, by way of ballafi. Thefe em
ployments were fet about without delay, and both would have 
been com pleated in three or four days at farthefi, had we not been 
frequently interrupted by blowing fqually weather: however, by 
the I4th both thefe obje8:s were entirely compleated, befides frefh 
fiowing the hold. During this time all the people had been on 
{hore to recreate themfelves, land air being reckoned exceeding 
falutary and wholfome for {ailors. 

On the 14th, the people were employed in fetting up the rigging 
rore and aft, and other neceffary bufinefs. On the I5th, an Eng
lifh floop came to anchor in the harbour, and her boat going 00. 

board the King George, ",e learnt that fhe belonged to a fhip com
manded by a Captain Huffey, called the United States, but Britifh 
property, which lay in Huffey Harbour, States-Bay, Swan-Wand, 
in company with a fhip from America. The United States was 
the property of Mrs. Hayley, relict of the late George Hayley, Efg; 
and fifier to the celebrated Mr. Wilkes. 

Thelk veffe1s had been at Falkland's Hlands occafionlly for more 
than a year, and had wintered in Huffey Harbour before men
tioned; fa that they were perfeCtly acquainted with the tides, the 
currents, and in lhort every circumftance neceffary for the fafely 
navigating a fhip in any of the various roads, bays, and founds, fo 
numeroUs here... 

During 
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DUI ing the time our necefiary bufinefs was carried on, both our 
.c:1ptains were employed in furvcying the port, and various parts of 
the land. In one of thefe excurfiollS, they fell in with a birth for 
the fhips, greatly preferable to that we lay in, on the \Veil:: fide of 
the b~y; and as they propofed flaying here a few days longer, it was 
.determined to take the veffels there: fo early in the morning of 
the 16th we unmoored, and at eight o'clock made fail: at ten we 
came to anchor in feven fathom water. We foon found that our 
fituation was changed for the beft, being well !heltered from the 
wind, and no fwell to incommode us. 'Tis moft probable that 
this was near the place where Captain Macbride lay in the year 
1766, when he wintered here, :IS we found on the adjacent fhore 
the ruins of feveral houfes, faid to be built by him, but defiroyed 
fince by the Spaniards. 

From the 16th to the 19th, the people of both !hips were aIter
natdy on ihore, to recreate themfelves, land air (as 1 have already 
.obferved) being very falutary, and wholfome for people in our 
fituations: indeed this place affords little refreDlment of any other 
~~indJ as I !hall take notice by and bye. 

Having learnt from Mr. Coffin, Mafier of the Doop, that there 
was a good paffage for us through the iDands, and he kindly 
undtrtaking to lead the way as our pilot, our Captains determined 
to get to rea the firft opportunity, as the feafon was already too far 
advanced for us to expect a good paffage round Cape Horn. Ac
cordingly we weighed anchor, and made fail early in the morning 
of the 19th of January. At eight o'clock, the flag-ftaff on Kep
pel's Wand (the fame on which Mr. Macleod hoifted the fignal the 
morning we made Port Egmont) bore Eafr by South; Sandy Bay, 

South-
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South Eaft by South, and the Weftermoft point of land, South. 1786• 
January. 

Weft, at about four leagues diftance. , .-..J 

We came to anchor at half paft eight in the evening, without any 
material occurrence, off the Eal.l: end of Carcafs Uland, in twelve 
fathom water. In the morning of the 20th, we weighed and made 
fail, and came to anchor at noon in Weft-Point Harbour, in eight 
fathom water. 

On the 21fr, in the morning, we again made fail. Mr. Coffin 
cautioned us to be on our guard"in rounding Weft-Point, as the 
wind would pour upon us from the high land like a torrent. The 
morning was fine and clear, and the wind moderate; yet luckily, 
we did not defpife his precaution, but had all hands ready to due 
up the fails; and well it was that we had, for before 'we got 
well round the Point, the wind poured down upon us like a 
hurricane, and continued to blow with amazing i.mpetuofity for 
near an hour, during which time we durfr not £hew a fingle yard 
of canvas; but as we got clear of the high land, the wind grew 
moderate. At one o'clock we faw the two £hips before-men
tioned, riding at anchor in Hufley Harbour; and at three o'clock 
we came to anchor in States Bay, Swan Wand, off Elephant Point, 
in feventeen fathom water, and about a mile from the American 
veifels, . 

Before I-conclude, let me give thee as good an account of thefe 
Iflands as I am able, from what obfervations 1 have made dming 
our fray. here., 

The[e Hlands werefirfi: difcovered by Sir Richard Hawkins, in 
,1594, but Captain Strong probablycalled them Falkland's Wand, Oli 

more.; 
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more properly, Falkland's Hlands, as there are aconfiderable num
ber of them. It ihould [eem as if the Engli1n propoIed fettling,~ 
colony here, by Captain Macbride's fraying here a whole feafon, and 
ereCting feveral houfes: the:ie, however, were defrroyed by the Spa
niards, who difpoffeffed us of the place in 1770. 

This affair made a great noife in London, and occafioned much 
clamour amongil: the politicians at that time: but I ihall fay no 
more on this head, as thou art much better verfed in the political 
hifiory of this place than myfelf; only juil: obferve, that we need 
not wonder at the Spaniards envying us the poffeffion of thefe 
iflands, as their fituation commands the pafTage to the Spaniih Set
tlements in the South Seas. 

Port Egmont, (viz. that part of it where we laft lay at anchor) 
is fituated in 5 I deg. 12 min. South latitude, and 59 deg. 54 min. 
Weft longitude, and is a moft fpacious ha~bour, perhaps large 
enough for all the ihips belonging to Great Britain to ride at an
chor. 

How far thefe iflands extend, I cannot pretend to fay with any 
degree of certainty; but I imagine more than one degree in lati
tude, and two degrees in longitude. 

The fituation of Port Egmont feems to be nearly central; fo 
by that, and the former conjeCture, thou mayeft form a pretty good 
idea of their ex.tent. 

Though thefe iflands are univerfally known by the name of 
Falkland's, yet many of them are called by different names, juft, I 
prefume, as the fancy of different cruifers have fuggefted: I juft 

men-
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mention this circumfiance to prevent thy furprife, on feeing fuch 
names as Swan Wand, Keppel's Wand, &c. &c. 

, One would naturally fuppofe from the fituation, that the climate 
here is much the fame as that of England: this, however, feems 
far from being the cafe. Though this is nearly the height of Sum
mer here, yet the weather is frequently cold and winterly, the ther
mometer being never higher than 53 deg. The winds have gene
rally been Wefterly, with frequent fquails and heavy rain. 

The foil feems of a light, free nature, and well calculated for 
meadow or pafture land; indeed in many places it is no eafy mat
ter to tell what nature the foil is of, for the vegetation has grown, 
and rotted, and grown again, till great numbers of large hillocks 
are formed, from the tops of which grow large blades of grafs ; 
thefe naturally inclining to each other, form a kind of arch, and 
afford occafional retreats for feals, fea-lions, penguins, &c. &c. 
which abound here. 

Near the ruins of the town are a number of fmall pieces of 
ground, inclofed with turf, which, no doubt, were intended for 
gardens, as it might eafily be perceived that they had been in a 
cultivated ftate. In one of them I found feveral forts of flowers, 
and fome fine horfe-reddiih. 'Tis fomething remarkable, that 
there grows not a tree, or any thing like it, on thefe iflands: our 
people, after much fearching, found fome bruih-wood, but fo 
fmall, that it would fcarcely ferve to make brooms for the {hip's nfc. 

There are few or no infeCts to be met with here, though Mr. 
Hogan, Surgeon of the King George, who is a confiderable pro
ficient in Natural Hiftory, took infinite pains to procure fproe. 

J< ()ll 
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On the beaches are great numbers of geefe and ducks, but much 
fmaller, and of a different fpecies from our's: they are pretty tame, 
and eafily run down. Our people were greatly elated on feeing 
them, imagining they £hould live luxurioufiy during our fray; but 
here they were grievoufiy difappointed, for both geefe and ducks 
eat exceedingly rank and filliy, owing, no doubt, to their confrantly 
feeding on marine produCtions; fo that they foon grew heartily 
tired of them as food, though the exercife of running them down 
was both agreeable and healthy. 

Befides thefe, here are various other kinds of the feathered tribe~ 
the principal of which are the Port Egmont hen, (called the fkua
gull by Pennant) and the albatrofs. Pennant diitingui£hes the 
fpecies found here by the name of the wandering albatrofs, though 
at what time of the year they migrate I cannot fay: however, 1 
am certain that this is the time of their incubation, as I f'llw feveral 
hundreds of them fetting on their Hefts, and· great numbers of 
young fcarcely fledged. The Port Egmont hen is a very ravenous 
bird, fomething like a hawk, only larger: they are very numerous, 
here; indeed fo are many other kinds, though· it is not in· my 
power to particularize them. 1 £hall, therefore, conclude this 
article with obferving, tnat the only bird we caught here, which 
eat without any rank filliy tafte, is called by failors a feapie: this 
bird is not web-footed, but has claws much like our fowls, and 
fubfifts chiefly on worms, &c .. feldom or never going far froer. the 
fea:-fide •. 

Our people frequently attempted' to catch filli, hut- were· always. 
difappointed,. fo that we began to conclude thefe ifiands were not 
bleifed with that capital part of the creation; but· Captain Huffey 
making us a prefent of fame fine mullet, .convinced us of our mif. 

take... 
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take. It feems thefe are almoft the only kind of fifh found here, 
and they often caught them in large quantities. On many of the 
beaches are large beds of mufcles and limputs, and various other 
marine produCtions, fome of which ferve as food for the penguins, 
geefe, &c. &c. Indeed there is no doubt but everyone of them has 
its ufes, as we are well aifured, that the Almighty Creator of the 
Univerfe made nothing in vain. 

I have endeavoured to take fome notice of every thing that has 
come within my obfervation; and thou muft attribute my not 
giving thee a better account of this place, not only to want of op
portunity, but to a much worfe, viz. a want of ability. 

Our bufinefs is all compleated, and every thing in readinefs for 
us to put to fea, fo that the firft fair wind carries us from this 
place, in order to double Cape Horn, that place fo much dreaded 
by ~any adventurers in the voyage of matrimony: and on which 
numbers of them founder: however, it is to be hoped this will 
never be the fortune of thine, &c. ' 

W. B. 
FALKLAND'S ISLANDS, l 

22d January. S 

LET T·E R 
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LET T E R XII. 

E AR. L Y in the morning of the 23d January, we weighed 
anchor a:~d made fail. At nine o'clock the North Weft 

end of New Hland bore South Weft by South, difrance five miles. 
OUf latitude at noon was 5 I deg. 35 min. South; and longitude 60 
deg. 54 min. Weft During the afterll00n and evening, the wea
ther was thick and hazy, with fmall drizzling rain .. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the Weft end of 
Falkland's Wands bore North Eaft, at ten leagues diftance: our 
latitude at noon 52 deg. 3 min. South.. We kept !tanding to the: 
Southward, it being our intention to get well clear of Cape Horn,. 
that in cafe of contrary winds, we might double it with [afety. 

From the 24th to the 26th, we had moderate hazy weather, witll1 
North Wefterly winds: latitude on the 26th, 53 deg. 39 min •. 
South. We here found the variation of the compafs to be 2sdeg .. 
to the Eaftward. At ten o'clock in the evening of the 26th, we 
faw Staten's Land, bearing South Eaft. During the. night we had: 
frequent [qualls, attended with lightning. 

At eight in the morning of the 27th, the extremes of Staten's.. 
Land bore from South a quarter Weft, to \lV'eft half South, 
diftance from the {hore about five miles. Towards nine o'dock 
we faw a_ripling a-head, which occafioned us to fhorten fail, and' 
bear up; but Coon afterwards we found it was occafioned by,the' 
current, on which we again hauled to the Southward and made faiL 

The 
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The North-Weft fide of Staten's Land is very mountainous, and 
appears extremely barren; but I am informed the Eaft fide is 
woody, and tolerably level. In the evening, the extremes of the 
land bore from Weft N orth Weft to North by Weft, at nine 
leagues diftance. From the 28th to the 30th, we had heavy gales 
of wind, and frequent fqualls; the wind veering from South by 
Eaft to 'Veft. 

The 31ft, and to the 4th of February, was more moderate. We 
now had made a good offing from Cape Horn, our latitude at noon 
on the 4th being 60 deg. 14 min. South; and our longitude 67 
deg. 30 min. Weft. OUf courfe now changed to North-Weft, our 
Captains wifhing to get ftill further to the Weftward, that if we 
fhonld have Wefterly winds, we might keep well clear of the Con
tinent. Since our leaving Falkland's Hlands, tLc weather has 
been very cold and fevere, with frequent ftorms of rain and fleet; 
the thermometer generally at 44 deg. Indeed we are later in the 

. feafon than could have been wiilied, yet this is the Summer feafon 
in this part of the world. During the greateft part of February, 
we had conftant and revere gales of wind from the North and 
North-Weft, with very heavy crofs {eas, which retarded our pro
grefs exceedingly, our l~titude on the 2hh being 52 cleg. 14 mm. 
South; and ourlongitude 84 deg. 34 min. Weft. 

I have often admired that emphatic defcription of perfons in a 
ftorm, recorded in the 107th P{aIm; but its beauty ~ow ftrikes 
me fo forcibly, in confequence of our late fituatiol1, that I cannot 
forbear tranfcribing it. 

" They that go down to the fea in fhips, and occllPY theil
H bUllnefs in great waters. Thefe men fee the works of the Lord, 
« and his wonders in the deep: For at his word, the ftormy 
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" windari{eth, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They are 
." carried up to the Heaven, and down again to the deep. Their 
" foul me1teth away becauf~ of the trouble. They reel to and fro, 
« and ftagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end." 

I fhall 'make no apology for troubling thee with this paffage 
from Sacred Writ, not only becaufe I know thou canft be ferious 
upon occafion, but as it defcribes the feelings of people in diftrefs 
at fea, better than a'volume on the fubjetl:. 

I forgot to mention, that on the 27th we found the gammoning 
,of our bowfprit gone, on which we fhortened fail, and got it fe
-cured with a new one. 

The weather now grows more moderate, with frelh WefterIy 
breezes, fo that we proceed on our voyage a-pace. After I am a 

'little recovered from the fatigue of the late tempeftuous weather, 
thou wilt again hear from thine, &c. 

AT SEA, 1 
6th March. 1 

LET T E R XIII. 

W. B. 

l OB S E R V E D to thee in the conclufion of my laft, that the 
weather grew moderate, and tolerably fine, and every thIng 

feemed now to promife a continuation of it. It being uncertain 
I how 
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how long it would be before we came to anchor, Captain Dixon, 
on the 7th of March, put the ihip's company to an allowance of 
water, at two quarts a man per day, befides an allowance for peafe 
three times per week. Latitude at noon, 44 deg. 13 min. South; 
longitude 83 deg. 25 min. Weft. 

On the 23d at noon, we were in 34 deg. 8 min. South latitude. 
Though the trade winds can feldom be depended on out of the 
Tropics, yet we were lucky enough to meet with a pretty regular 
trade in this latitude: this determined our Captains to fteer for 
Los Majos, (an Hland, or rather a group of Hlands feen by the 
Spaniards, and laid down by them in 20 degrees North latitude., 
and 130 deg. Weft longitude) as they were likely to afford every 
kind of refreihment we wanted, and at the fame time were very 
little out of our courfe .. 

At fix o'clock in the evening of the 25th, we faw a ftrange fail 
to the North Weft, and at ten ihe paired us nearly within hail: 
we expeCted ihe would have fpoke us, but this ihe declined. We 
could not fee her difrintHy enough to know what country ihe came 
from; but it is very probable ihe was a Spaniard going to Baldivia. 
We brought out two cafks of cyder, which began to be ferved out 
the 3d of April, at an allowan€e of a pint a day per man. This 
was a m<:>ft agreeable beverage, as the weather now grevy intenfely 
hot and fultry; the. wind from Eaft to North Ea11. 

On the! 5th, the Armourer's forge was gotupon deck, and fixed 
up. He immediately began to work, in making [undry things for 
the ihip's ufe, and likewife toes for our future traffic. Thefe toes 
areJong flat pieces of iron, not much unlike a carpenter's plane-iron, 
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on1y -narrower: they are held in great eftimation by the Indians, and 
,as fuch we expeCt them to be fingularly ufeful in our future trade. 

On the 6th, the Carpenters were employed in making ports for 
guns, and fixtures for f wivels; and on the loth we had two guns 
(four pounders) and eight fwivels fixed on the quarter-deck. 

On the 20th, being in I deg. North latitude, and the weather 
extremely fultry, our allowance of water was increafed to three 
quarts a man per day. The latter end of this month we caught a 
number of fharks: thefe are reckoned very coarfe, rank food, and 
they certainly are fo; but to us, who ~ad been fo long 011 flit pro
vifions, they were a prize, and by making a mefs, which failors call 
chouder, of them, they eat very palatably. The weather was very 
hot and fultry, with frequent light airs, fometimes inclining to 
calm. 

From the 1ft to the 3d of May, we faw numbers of turtle, which 
gave us reafon to hope that we fuould fall in with a turtle ifland, 
efpecially as Captain Cook, in his laft voyage, fell in with one not 
many degree~ from us; but in this we~ were difappointed. 

With all our endeavours, we only caught one; but Captain 
Portlock was more lucky, owing to his whale-boat being fixed on 
the fhip's quarter; fo that when they faw any turtle, his people 
could launch the boat, and. be after them in a minute; by which 
means they caught from ten to fourteen per day, part of which 
was always fent on board us: fo that though turtle was a kind of 
luxury, yet we began to be pretty well fatiated with it: this refpite 
from fait provifions muft, however, have been of fingular fervice to 
both {hips companies. ' 

On 
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Our obtervatiol1 at noon, on the 8th of lVlay, gave 17 deg. 4 min. 
North latitude; and 129 deg. 57 min. Weft longitude: in this 
fituation we looked for an Hland called by the Spaniards Roco Par
tida, but in vain; however, we ftood to the Northward under an 
eafy fail, and kept a good look out, expeCting foon to fall in with 
the group of iflands already mentioned. 

From the 11th to the 14th, we lay to every night, and when we 
made fail in the morning, fpread at the diftance of eight or ten 
miles, ftanding Wefterly: it being probable that though the 
Spaniards might have been pretty correa in the latitude of thefe 
iilands, yet they might eafily be mi!taken feveral degrees in their 
longitude: but our latitude on the 15th, at noon, being 20 deg. 
9 min. North, and 140 deg. I min. Weft longitude, which is con
fiderably to the Weftward of any iiland laid down by the Spaniards, 
we concluded, and with reafon, that there muft be fome grofs mif .. 
take in their chart. 

Hitherto the people in general on board the ~een had enjoyed 
a pretty good !tate of health. except Mr. Turner, our Second Mate, 
who was taken ill foon after we left St. J ago, and Captain Dixon, 
who latterly had been attacked by a complication of ~iforders; but 
now the fcurvy began to make its appearance amongll: us, many of 
the people being affected more or lefs, and one man entirely laid up 
with it. Though every anti-fcorbutic on board was ufed with the 
greateft care and regularity, yet we found all would be ineffectual, 
without the affiftance of frefh air, frefh water, provifions, vegeta
bles, &c. on which it was determined to make Sandwich Iilands as; 

foon as pollible. 
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Being already in our proper latitude, we kept ftanding to the 
Weftward, with a fine leading breeze; and at [even o'clock in the 
morning of the 24th, we raw Owhyhee, the principal of the Sand
wich Hlands, bearing Weft, diftance about fourteen leagues. At 
11oon, the North-Eaft point bore North, at three leagues diftance. 
As it was well known that this i£land afforded every thing we 
wanted in abundance, the fight of it put every perron on board in 
fre£ll fpirits. After ftanding along the fhore two days, with light_ 
winds., frequently inclining to calm, we came to anchor on the 
vVeft fide of the i£land, in Karakkakooa Bay, at one o'clock on 
the 26th, in eight fathom water, the Weft point of the Bay,beiilring 
Weft by North, and the South point, South half Weft, at about a
mile diftant from fuore. In the afternoon we were furrounded by 
an innumerable quantity of canoes, and vall numbers of both [exes, 
in the water; many of thefe, no doubt, came to fee us through 
curiofity, but numbers. brought various commodities, to [ell, fuch 
as hogs, fweet potatoes, plantains, bread, fruit, &c. thefe we pur
chafed with toes, fifu-hooks, nails, and' other articles of trifling, 
value: the people bought fifuing-lines, mats, and various other: 
curiofities. 

Early in the morning of the 27th; we began to prepare for 
waterin~, intending to difpatch that with all expedition; but 
Captain Dixon going on board the King George; was informed; 
to our very gr.eat difappointment, that the inhabitants were 
growing troublefome, and that they had already tabooed the 
watering place~ This- ceremony of tabooing is performed by their 
priefts, and is done by fticking a number of fmall wands, tipt with 
a tuft o~ white hair, round any place they want to keep priv:are;, 
after whlch, no perfon pre[umes to approach the place, and I believe_: 
the puniiliment is death for an offence of this kind. We were~ 

afraidt 
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afraid at firft, that this treatment might proceed from a remem
brance of the 10Ifes they fuftained after the melancholy death of 
Captain Cook, who was killed in this harbour;' but that was not 
the cafe: the reafon they gave for this proceeding was, that all 
their Chiefs being abfent, engaged in war with a neighbouring 
ifland, they durft not, on any account, fuffer ftrangers to come on 
fhore. 

One of our principal objeas being thus fruftrated, our Captains 
are determined to leave this place as foon as poffible; mean while, 
we keep purchafing hogs, fowls, vegetables, &c. in abundance i 
and I believe every perfon on board has already began .to feel the 
good effeCts of frefh victuals, but fcarcely anyone more than 
thine, &c. 

SANDWICH ISLANDS, } 
28th May. 

LET T E R XIV. 

VV-. B. 

BEFORE I proceed with my narration, giv~ me leave to 
obferve to thee, that the Sandwich Iflands were difcovered by 

the late Captain Cook, in his Iaft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. 
Owhyhee, the principal, is the firft to the Southward and Eaftward; 
the reft in a direEtion nearly N orth-Weft. The names of the 
principals are, Mowee, Moretoy, Ranai, Whahoo, Attoui, and 
Oneehow. This will, I prefume, be fufficient for thy information 
at prefent~ 

I At 
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At eight o'clock in the evening of the 27th, we weighed and' 
made fail, tacking occafionally during the night, and the whole of 
the 28th, having light variable winds. The people were employed 
in killing hogs, and falting them for the £hip's ufe. A number of 
canoes ftill kept following us with l:ogs, vegetables, &c. 

At noon, on the 29th, Karakkakooa bore North-Eaft by Eaft, 
diftance feven or eight leagues; and the high land of Mowee (the 
Hland we intended next to touch at) in fight. A {hong breeze 
during the whole of the 30th, prevented our touching at lVlowee. 
In the morning the Hland of Ranai bore North North-Weft, at fix 
leagues diftance; and at noon a high bluff to the Weftward bore 
North by Weft, diftance one league. We kept ftanding for Wha
hoo with a good Eafterly breez.e. 

At eight in the morning of the 31ft, the North Eail: end of 
Moretoy bore North North Eaft, diftance about fix leagues. At 
noon we raw Whahoo; the South Eaft part bore Weft South 
"Veft, and the North Eaft part North Weft; latitude 21 deg. 14 
min. North. 

On the 1ft of June, at one in the afternoon, we came to anchor 
in a bay on the South fide of vVhahoo, in eight and half fathom 
water, over a [andy bottom; the extremes of the land bearing 
from Eaft South Eaft to Weft by South, diftance from {hore near 
two miles. We had prefently a number of canoes along-fide, but 
hogs and vegetables were much fcarcer here than at Owhyhee. 

Early in the morning of the 2d, our Captains went on fuore, in 
order to find a watering place, and procure accommodations for 
the {ick : they foon met with good water, but the acce[s to it was 

ver~ 
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. very difficult, OC( .1fioned by a reef of rocks which run almofr the 
length of the bay, at a confiderable di.£l:ance from the thore, and fo 
h:cC ;1, that it was fcarce1y praCticable, and by no means fafe for a 
londed boat to venture over: this circumfrance made us defpair of 
fiLing our water at this ifland; but Captain Dixon taking notice 
that rnoft of the people in the canoes Iud feveral gourds, or cab
baflles full of water, he dire8:ed us to purchafc them, which we 
eafily did for nails, buttons, and fuch like trifles: indeed fo fond 
were they of-this traffic, that every other object was totally aban
doned, and the whole Wand, at leaft that part which lay next us, 
were employed in bringing water: for a fmall, or a middling- fized 
calabafh, containing perhaps two or three gallons, we gave a fmall· 
nail; and for larger ones in proportion. Thus, in this very fin
gular, and I may venture to fay, unprecedented manner, were both 
fhips compleatly fupplied with water, not only at a trivial expenee) 
but a]fo faving our boats, cafks, and tackling, and preferving the 
people from wet, and the danger of catching cold. During the 
time we were taking in water, &c. our people were bufied in fet
ting up the rigging fore and aft, fcraping the Olip's fides, and 
other neceffary employments. The Surgeon took the fick people 
on fhore on the 2d, expeCting the land air would be of fervice to 
them; but the weather 'was very fultry, and the inhabitants 
crowded about them in fuch numbers, that they were obliged to 
come on board) fatigued infread of being refrefhed by their jaunt •. 

One of our grand objeCts was now compleated, and our fick peo
plein fome meafure recovered; but we wii11ed, if pollible, to pro
cur.e a farther fupply of hogs, vegetables, &c. and Whahoo afford
ing but little of either, it was determined to make Attoui with all 
expedition, that ifland abounding with every thing we wii11ed for. 

At 
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At feven in the morning \ of the 5th, we weighed anchor, and 
frood for Attoui, with moderate breezes and cloudy weather. At 
noon the South point of Whahoo bore Eaft South Eaft, difrance 
fix leagues; latitude 21 deg. IS min. North. 

In the morning of the 6th, we faw Attoui; and at noon, the 
high point upon the South-Eafi end bore Weft North Weft, at 
nine leagues difl:ance., Whahoo ftill in fight. 

By three o!c1ock in the afternoon of the 7th, we were a-breaft of 
Wymoa-Bay, Attoui, the place we propofed coming to anchor in; 
but the wind blowing pretty ftrong from the South Eaft, and the 
bay quite open to that quarter, Captain Portlock declined coming 
to here, and propofed ftanding for Oneehow, which at four o'clock 
bore Wefi North Weft, at about five leagues diftance. During the 
night, we tacked occafionally; and at ten in the morning of the 
8th, came to an anchor in Yam Bay, Oneehow, in feven
teen fathom water, over a fandy bottom. The North point 
'of the bay bore North North Eaft, and the South point South by 
Eafi, at one and a half mile difiance from ihore. This Wand pro
duces great quantities of excellent yams, and the inhabitants 
brought us a plentiful fupply, which we purchafed for nails, and 
fuch like trifles: indeed this place produces no great plenty of any 
thing befides, there being but few inhabitants here, compared with 
Attoui, Whahoo, &c. &c. OUf fick were taken on ihore here, and 
found great benefit from the land air, as they could walk about at 
their .eafe, without being molefted by the inhabitants. The prin
cipal Chief at this ifland is called Abbenooe; he feems a very 
.aCtive, intelligent perfon, and Captain Portlock making him fome 
trifling prefents, he was wholly attached to us ;fo that our £Ick were 
much better accommodated on ilis account. We got very few 

hogs 
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NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA; 

hogs here, and thefe were chiefly brought from Attoui: however, 
as our people are pretty well recovered, and every neceffary bufinefs 
on board the {hips compleated, we fhalliofe no time in the profe
cution of our voyage, but get to fea as foon as pomble. Thou 
mayeft depend on a farther continuation the earlieft opportunity, 
from 

SANDWICH ISLANDS, 1 
12th June. I 

LET T E R XV~ 

w. B, 

rrHOU mayeft fee by the place from which this is dated, that 
we at laft are arrived at the bufy fcene of aCl:ion, and per ... 

haps thou wilt infer, at the fummit of our hopes, willies, and 
expectations; but have a little patience, my good friend;> and thou. 
wilt perceive, that (( all is not gold that glitters.." . 

1 informed thee at the conclufion of my 1aft, that we were get-
ting ready for fea with all expedition, our attention being as inva
riably fixed on the American Coafi, as the needle is to the North. 
Having procured as many hogs as our time would permit, together 
with an excellent frock of yams, we weighed anchor on the J 3th of 
June, at ten in the forenoQn, and made fail, fran ding to the North ... 

-Weft, with moderate breezes, and fine weather. 

As it is probable we fhall toucli at Sandwich-Hlands, perhaps 
more than once during the courfe of our voyage, I fhall defer giv
iflg thee any further account of them at prefent" as in that cafe I 

fhall 

55 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 

1786• 'fhallbe able to defcribe them more particularly than r now have it 
.. ~ inmy power to do. 

1\0 very material occurrence happened during the greatefr part. 
'of our paffage from the Hlands to Cook's River: however, as thou . 
art fond of particulars, though ever fo trifiiQg, I will endeavour 
·to oblige thee in that refpett. 

On the 15th, being well clear of the land, we changed our couff~ 
,to North and North by Eaft, and fromthat to the 22d) had mode
.;:ate breezes, with fine weather. 

From the 23d to the 28th, frequent ftrong breezes with rain.; 
the wind veering from South Weft to North Weft, but more fre
·quently fince the trade winds left us, which they did about the 
latitude 26 deg. North. 

From the 29th of June to the 1ft ~f July, we had light variable 
\\ inds, with thick fogs, and drizling rain; latitude on the 36th 
of June 40 • deg. 30 min. North; longitude ,15 I deg. 42 min. Weft, 

On the 2d of July, the water changing its colour, and a number 
of feals being feen playing about us (one of which was ftruck 
and got on board the King George) we founded with a line of 120 
fathom, but got no bottom. On the 3d, we raw a piece of wood 
:floating on the water, with a number of birds on it: we had fre
quent gales from the North Weft, with rain. On the 4th, being 
in 45 deg. 2 min. North latitude, and 150 deg. 10 min. Weft 
longitude, we found a fhong current letting to the South Weft. 

From the 5th to the 11th, we had- variable vvinds from South' . 
. Eaft to South Weft, fometimes ftrong breezes, with foggy weatber -

~ ~nd 
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NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA: 

and much rain. On the loth, our obfervation at noon gave 51 
deg. 24 min. North lati1!ude ; and 149 deg. 35 min. Weft longitude; 
the weather thick and hazy. 

We frequently faw great quantities of fea-weed, called by failors 
rea-leeks, and a fpecies of birds much refembling Cape pigeons. 
The 11th, in the evening, the moon was totally eclipfed, but the 
evening and night were fo very thick and foggy, that we could not 
obtain the leaft fight of it. 

By the 13th, our ftock of yams was nearly expended, an incon
venience which we felt very heavily, as they anfwered every pur
pofe both of potatoes and bread. We frequently paffed pieces of 
wood and fea-weed, and raw various fpecies of birds. Latitude at 
noon on the 13th, 54 deg. 55 min. North; longitude 148 deg. 34 
min. Weft. 

On the 15th, the colour of the water altering very much, the 
King George frequently founded with 90 to 120 fathom line, but 
found no bottom. Latitude at noon, 57 deg. 4 min. North; lon
gitude 149 deg. 22 min. Weft. 

On the 16th, we had a number of puffins, gulls, fea-parrots, and 
other birds about us; fea-Ieeks and pieces of wood continually 
pailing us: on this we founded at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
with 120 fathom line, but got no bottom. Our obfervation at 
noon gave 58 deg. 34 min. North latitude; and our longitude 
was 15 I degrees 4 minutes Weft. A t fix in the afternoon, we 
founded with 55 fathom line, over a bottom of black rock and 
{and, intermixed with a kind of black fhells. At feven o'clock, 
being then ftanding nearly North, we faw the land to our great 
joy, bearing North Weft by Weft, at about eight leagues diflance, 
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and which we judged to be near Cook's River. During the
evening, we had a number of whales playing about the fhip. I 
forgot to obferve before, that our original deftination was firfr 
to King George's Sound: but as we were confiderably later in. 
the feafon than we once expeCted. to be, our Captains judged it 
moll: prudent to make Cook's River firft, and ftand along the coaft 
to the Southward, as the feafon advanced. 

The wind being right againft us, we plied to windward during 
the 17th and 18th, when we found the land feen on the evening. 
of the 16th, to be a group of iflands, called by Captain Coole the 
Barren Iflands, and fituated at the-entrance of Cook's River. 

At four in the afternoon of the 18th, we faw the Ifland St. 
Hermogenes, bearing from South South Weft to Weft, at three 
leagues diftance. The whales near the land were fo. numerous, 
that their blowing refembled a large reef of rocks. 

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 19th, we made the en
trance of Cook's River, leaving the Barren Ifles to the Southward 
and Eaftward. Both wind and tide being now in our favour, we 
kept fianding along the Eafiern lhore, intending, if pollible, to 
make Anchor Point before we let go our anchor; but at feven in 
the afternoon we were furprized with the report of a gun, which 
proceeded from a bay nearly a-breaft of us, at about four miles 
difiance. Captain Portlock immediately fired a gun, by way of 
anfwering this fignal, and there being every appearance of a good 
harbour, he determined to ftand in, and come to anchor, in order 
that we might know what nation had got the ftart of us. 

Various were our conjeCtures on this head; fome thinking they 
might pollibly be our own countrymen; others, that they were 

French, 
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Prench ; and indeed this latter conjeCture had a good deal of weigh t 
with us, as we had heard of two French £hips fitting out for this 
coaft, at the time we left England. However, all our furmifes 
were foon changed into certainty, for as we were ftanding into the 
bay with a light breeze, a boat came from the ihore to the King 
George, and the people proved to be Ruffians. 

At eight o'clock, being well into the bay, we came to anchor in 
thirty-five fathom water, Point Bede bearing Eaft North Eaft, at 
three miles diftance, and Mount St. Auguftine South Weft by 
Weft. 

Soon after our anchor was gone, four or five canoes, with a tingle 
perfon in each, came along-fide us. We were fo elated with this 
promifing appearance, that an aiTortment of our various articles 
of trade was immediately got to hand, and abundance of furs were 
already on board, in our imagination: but thefe pleafing ideas foon 
vanifhed, for we foon found that thefe people belonged to the 
Ruffians. 

Though our expeCtations of finding inhabitants here were dif. 
appointed, yet as the place was found very convenient for procuring 
a fupply of wood and water, every neceiTary preparation was made 
for that purpofe, and parties fent on £hore in the morning of the 
20th, to cut wood and fill water: in the mean time, our Captains 
went in the King George's whale-boat to the Ruffian FaCtory, in 
order to pick up what intelligence they could, refpeEting their 
bufinefs on this coaft. 

It teems th.e Ruffians had no fixed fettlement here, and, in fhort, 
no other l'efidence than a m<;re temporary one, which they had 

H 2- made 
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1786. made by hauling their boats on {hore, and laying them on their 
\~ . beam-ends, with fkins drawn fore and aft, to {belter them from 

the inclemency of the weather. All that could be learnt from 
them was, that they came in a £loop from Onalafka, and that the 
people we had feen in the canoes were Codiac Indians, which they 
had brought with them, the better to facilitate their traffic with the 
inhabitants of Cook's River, and the adjacent country; but not
withftanding this, they had frequently quarelled and fought with 
the natives, and were at prefent on fuch bad terms with them, that 
they never went to £leep without their arms ready loaded by their 
fide. However, the accounts we got feldom agreed, and gave us 
but an indifferent idea of their proceedings, though this might 
arife, in a great meafure, from our having but a very imperfect 
knowledge of the Ruffian language: thus much we were pretty 
certain of, that they had met with very few, if any ikins, though. 
they had got nankeens, and Perfian filks to traffic with. 

The watering place here is fo very convenient, that we com-
pleated our water in one day, viz. the 21ft: from that to the 26th,. 
the pe6ple were employed in. cutting wood, and recreating them
felves on fhore. 

On the 24th: our Captains went· to furvey the bay, and land~· 
ing on the. South Eafi: point, they found a vein of coals, . fome of 
which were brought on board. The bay, from. this circumftance,. 
obtained the name of Coal. Harbour.. . 

Our people frequently tried to catch ,fiili with a hook and line,. 
but to no purpofe: however, Captain Portlock h:=tving a feine on 
board, it was frequently hauled with fuccefs, and large quantities. 
of fine falmon caught, which were generally divided between: 
the fhips. 

The 
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The country here is very mount:lir!()us: the hills floping down 
neareft the fhore, are totally covered with pines, intermixed with 
birch, alder, and various other trees and fhrubs, whilft the more 

- diftant mountains, whofe lofty fummits outreach the clouds, are 
totally covered with fnow, and have the appearance of everlafiing 
Winter. But I fhall- not at prefent attempt any farther defcription 
of a country, which·as yet I am fo little acquainted with: let it 
fuffice for thee at prefent to know, that though this is the latter 
end of 1 uIy, the weather is in general cold, damp, and difagreeable, 
with frequent {howers of fnow' or fleet; and the furrounding pro
fpea barren, dreary, and uncomfortable.. So much at prefent for 
the promiJed land. Thine ever" 

W.B. 
COOK'S RIVER, Z 

25th July. .s 
~ 

LET T E R XVI. 

H A VING com pleated our water, and got· on board a fuffi .• 
cient quantity of wood for prefent ufe, we weighed anchor 

early in the morning of the 26th, and frood out for the'main river, 
as our Captains. knew we fhould find inhabitants farther to the 
Northward;. and there was not the leaft doubt of meetincr with 

b 

furs wherever we could find people. The tide in the river is very 
rapid, running at leaft four knots per hour; fo that there was a 
neceffity of coming to anchor every tide, unlefs affifted by a frefh 
favourable breq;e: this, however, was looked upon by u~ as a mat
ter of little confequence, as we expeCled fuch plenty of traffic up 
the river, that our frequent anchoring would be abfolutely necef
.fary; but in this weweredifappointed. 

Durin 
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J786.During the 26th and 27th, we kept ftanding up the "river with 
2:;:.., variable winds, and ,moderate weather: no inhabitants came nea~ 

us, nor any particular occurrence happened. At noon on the 27th,' 
the Burning Mountain bore South-Weft by Weft. A confiderable 
'f.tnoke i{fued from its fummit, which is very lofty, but we raw no . 
fiery eruption.; nor did I find, on enquiry of Captain Dixon, that 
they ever faw any greater appearance of a volcano from this moun-*
tain, during their cruize up this river, their laft Voyage, at which 
rime it was difcovered . 

. At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 28th, we came to 
anchor in eleven fathom water, over a fandy bottom, the adjacent 
coaO: to the Weftward about three miles diftance, tolerably level, :j. 

~nd likely, in the opinion of our Captains, to produce Furs. In the 
.evening, a fingle canoe, with one man in her, came along-fid~ us, 
,but brought nothing, except a little dried falmon, which we bought 
for a few beads, with which he feemed perfectly fatisfied. 'Tis moft 
probable this man caine purpofely to reconnoitre us, and learn our 
intentions; for when he underftvod that we came to trade peace
ably, and was {hewn various articles we had to traffic with, he was 
very well pleafed, and gave us to underftand that the people (point-' 
ing the Ihore) would bring us plenty of frins by the next day's· 
fun. Early in the morning of the 29th, we had feveral canoes 
along-fide us; fome fo fmall, that they hold only one or two men, 
and others with from ten to fourteen people in them: they 
brought us frins of various forts, fuch as land and fea otters, 
bears, racoons, marmots, &c. &c. for which they took toes and: 
blue beads, but the toes are held in the greateft ellimation, a mid
dling fized toe fetching the heft otter frin they had got. During 
the greateft part of the day, we traded with pretty good fue
cefs, the inhabitants behaving in a quiet, orderly manner, and 

we 



'" • J • 





NOR TH-WE$.T (lOAST OF AM ERICA. 

we kept up 'this friendly intercourfe by every method in our 
power, being perfectly convinced, that a kind and mild treat
ment was the fureft means of procuring what we wanted from. 
thefe favages. 

Towards evening, the wind blowing frelh; no canoes ventured' 
to come near us; but the weather proving moderate on the 30th; 
a number of fmall canoes, and two large ones, came along-fide, 
from whom we purchafed every thing they had worth picking up. 

By our obfervation to-day at noon; the place wh€re we now lay 
is in 60. deg. 48 min. North latitude; and 152 deg. I I min. Weft 
longitude. From this to the 3d of Auguft, tht: weather was mode
rate and fine: our friends· kept bringing us lkins of various kinds" 
but gave us to underftand, that their own were all fold, and that 
they were obliged to trade with tribes in diftant parts of the coun
try, in order to fupply us. They alfo brought us great plenty of 
excellent fre{h falmon, which we bought very cheap, giving a lingle 
bead for a large fifh; indeed they were fo plentiful, that at any 
time if we refufed to purchafe, they would throw the fifuon board, 
{ooner than be at the pains to take them back. The falmon 
come into the river in innumerable {hoals, at this feafon of 
the year, and are caught by the natives in wears, with the greateft 
eafe; they are fmoaked and dried in their huts, and make a very 
confiderable part of their food during the Winter. What a fre!h. 
inftance this of the goodnefs of Divine Providence towards his 
creatures! How bountifully he hath provided for thefe poor 
wretches, in this barren and inhofpitable part of the world! Surely, 
after this, no one can alk with the difcontented lfraelites, " Can ( 
God fpread a table in the wildernefs ?': 

On 
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On the 4th of Augu{t, we had a {trong breeze from the South South 
Eaft, which_prevented any canoes coming near.us ; but the weather, 
on the 5th, being pretty moderate, ieveraicanoes came along-fide, 
but thl people had very few ikins, and they gave us to underftand, 
that the country was pretty well drained. We were moored with 
both bowers, but this morning we took up the beft, in order to be 

.l"eady for fea, when Captain Portlock thould make the fignal. 

In the morning of the 6th, we had {hong breezes from the South 
South Weft, with.rain, which continued till noon on the 7th, when 
the weather t,urned moderate. In the afternoon, Captain Portlock 
came on board us, and propofed weighing anchor at four o'clock 
the next morning. Accordingly we weighed, and were making 
fail, when Captain Portlock fent his Third Mate on board us, with 
;a meffage, intimating, that as the weather promifed very unfa
vourably, we had much better fray where we lay, than run the 
rifque of getting a bad fituation in a gale of wind; accordingly, we 
again let go our anchor, and foon found his fuggeftion a good one, 
for in the evening there came on a very heavy gale of wind, which 
continued the greatefr part of the night. We again moored ihip, 
with the beft bower; but in the morning of the 9th, the weather 
growing moderate, we hove it up again, in order to be ready for 
failing with the firft fair wind. For feveral days paft, but few 
canoes had been near us, and thefe brought us nothing but old tat
tered pieces, the remnants of dirty lkins which they had wore to 
defend themfelves from the inclemency of the weather: indeed, for 
fome time ~afr, w~at good lk~ns they brought were cut into frrips, 
probably wIth a VIew to obtam better prices; but this practice we 
dilCountenanced as much as pofiible. 

Before 
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Before I proceed farther, let me endeavour to give thee fome 
idea of the country near the place we now lay; and furely a pro
fpeCt more dreary and uncomfortable can fcarcely be conceived, 
than that which prefented itfelf to our view to the North Weft. 
The land, indeed, clofe by the fea-fide, is tolerably level, affords 
a few pines, which, together with llirubs and underwoods, inter
mixed with long grafs, make the landfcape not altogether difagree
able; but the adjacent mountains, whofe rugged tops far outreach 
the clouds, abfolutely beggar all defcription: covered with eternal 
fnow, except where the fierce North wind blows it from t~eir craggy 
fummits, they entirely chill the blood of the beholder, and their 
prodigious extent and ftupendous precipices, render them equally 
inacceffible to man or beaft. I had forgot, that in my laft I pro
mifed to attempt no more defcriptions of the country at prefent, 
but the profpeCt jufi mentioned had fomething in it fo awfully 
dreadful, that I could not avoid faying a few words refpeCting it, 
and I know thou wilt readily forgive any little inadvertencies of 
this fort, as my only willi is, to amufe and entertain---I willi I 
could add, and infiruCt thee. Thou mayefi expeCt a continuation 
very foon. Adieu. Thjne, &c. 

COOK'S RIVER, l 
lOth Augutl:. S 

I 

W. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 

l OB S ER V E D in my 1aft, that we held ourfelves in' readinefs~ 
to fail with the firft fair wind; and at five o'clock in the morn-· . 

illg of the loth of Auguil, we weighed and made fail withmode-, 
rate breezes and fine weather. At eight· o'clock, finding the tide: 
fet us ftrongly in for the land, and very near a long ridge of fand: 
to the Southward, we let go an anchor in ten fathom water, over' 
a ftony bottom; an ifland to the. Southward at little more than a. 
mile's diftance. At five in the afternoon,. we weighed and made 
fail, but the breeze not enabling us to ftem. the tide, at nine we. 
were obliged to come to an anchor in twelve fathom water, over a. 
rocky bottom; the North Weft end of the fmall ifland to the 
South ward, bearing Weft North Weft, diftance off {hore to the.' 
Northward five miles; the. weather moderate. and fine .. 

At five in the morning of the 1 Ith, we weighed anchor, and: 
kept ftanding down the river. At eight. o'clock we perceived two. 
Ruffian boats, with eighteen men in each, fteering for the iiland; 
to the Southward. They, no doubt, were the fame people we 
faw in coming up the river. It feems to be their plan to fub-
jugate the poor Indians, and afterwards to exaCt: what 1kins they, 
can,. by way of tribute; but the people are difperfed in fomany. 
different parts, that this fcheme can furely never anfwer their pur
pofe. At eleven o'clock we came to in nineteen fathom water" 
Anchor Point bearing Sou th by Eaft, diftance from {hore four. 
miles. OUf obfervation at noon gave '60 deg. 9 min. North lati-

tude •. 
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tude. Having but light breezes, we were obliged to wait for the 
tide in ftanding down the river. 

At noon on the 12th, Cape Bede bore EaIl: South Eaft, and 
Coal Harbour Eaft by South. At two o'clock we came to in thir
ty-nine fathom water, the barren Iflands bearing South South 
Eait; the Burning Mountain Weft North Weft; Mount St. 
Auguftine South Weft; and Coal Harbour Eaft. Our obfervatiol1 
gave 59 deg. 28 min. North latitude; and lSI deg. Weft longitude. 
The weather wai moderate and fine, and we had great reafon to 
hope that the next tide, with a tolerable breeze, would carry us 
clear of the river. 

In regard to the extent of this river, I cannot fpeak with any 
degree of certainty; but we know that it rearhes confiderably far
ther to the Northward than where we lay at anchor. With refpeCt 
to its breadth, it is feldorn more than twenty miles over. 

The inhabitants {eern not to have fixed on any particular fpot 
for their refidence, but are fcattered about here and there, as beft 
fuits their cOl1venien~e or inclination. 'Tis rnoft probable they are 
divided into clans or tribes, as in every large canoe we faw there 
was at leaft one perfon of fuperior authority to the reft, who not 
only directed their traffic, but kept them ina proper degree of 
fubordination. In their manners they {eern harmlefs and inoffen
five; but this might probably be occafioned by the different treat. 
ment they met with from us, to what the Ruffians had ufed them 
to. The weapons we faw are bows and arrows, and fpears; thefe 
are very yfeful in hunting, as well as fighting; the fie1b of the 
various beafts they kill ferving them for food, as their 1kins do for 
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cloathing. One would reafonably fuppofe that the fkins of large 
beafts, as bears, wolves, &c. would be held in the greateil: efrima
tion as cloaths bv thefe people: this, however, is not the cafe, the 
greater part wearing cloaks made of marmot-1kins, very neatly 
fewed together, one cloak containing perhaps more than one hun
dred fkins: it is moil: likely that their women's time is principally 
taken up in employments like thefe. Befides the fea-otter, here are 
bears, wolves, foxes, racoons, marmots, or field-mice, mufquafh.,. 
ermine, &c. &c. but the marmot and fox feem to be in· the greateft 
plenty. The trade thefe people are fondeil: of for their ikins, is, 
toes, and light blue beads, fcarcely any other fort (though we. had: 
a very great variety) being taken the leail: notice of •. 

In their perfons, thefe people are of a middle fize,. and well pro-
portioned; their features appear regular, but their faces are fo 
bedaubed with dirt and filth, that it is impoffible to fay what fort 
of complexion they have. That perfon feems to be reckoned the 
greateft beau amongil: them, whofe face is one entire piece of fmut 
and greafe, and his hair well. daubed with the fame compofition. 
Their nofe and ears are ornamented with beads, or teeth, if they 
cannot procure any thing elfe : they have likewife a long flit cut in 
the under lip, parallel with the mouth, which is ornamented much 
in the fame manner with the nofe and ears; but this I could ob
ferve was always in proportion to the perf on's wealth. We faw 
only one woman, and the people with her behaved with great 
civility, and attended her with great refpeCt: her face, contrary to 
the general cuil:om, was tolerably ckan, and her complexion and 
features far from difagreeable: indeed I have often {een much 
wode-Iooking women in England. Their fmall canoes are fo con
firuCted, as to hold but one, or at moil: two perfons; and both 
thefe. and the large ones are covered with ikins. It potIibly may 

be-
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be in my power, before the conclufion of our Voyage, to give thee 
a farther account of thefe people j if fo, thou mayeft depend on it.; 
in the mean time, let me proceed with aur tranfaCtions._ 

I have obferved, that the afternoon of the 12th was fine, and the 
weather continuing favourable, we weighed anchor at four o'clock 
in the morning of the 13th of Auguft, having a fine leading breeze 
and clear weather. We ftood down the river to the Eafr North 
Eaft, leaving the Barren Wands to the Southward. 

Before noon we were clear of Cook's River, and our deftination-, 
being for Prince William's Sound, we ftood to the North Eaft, at 
about two leagues diftance from the fuore. At noon, the Norther
moft part of the Continent bore North Eaft by North and Sugar 
Loaf Wand (one of the Barren Wands) South Weft. Towards the 
evening our breeze died away, and during the night, we_ had light 
baffiing winds. 

During the former part of the 14th, we kept ftanding al('mg the 
fuore, latitude at noon 59 deg. 6 min. North. In the afternoon~ 
the weather grew cloudy and hazy. ' At four o'clock we tacked, and 
flood to the North Weft, but being uncertain how we were fitu
ated in regard to the paffage into Prince William's Sound, at eight 
we again tacked, and ftood off ihore till twelve o'clock. 

On the 15th we }lad light airs, with hazy weather. We had loft 
fight of the hmd, but at two o'clock we again Caw it, bearing from _ 
North North Weft to Weft North Weft. On founding we found. 
bottom with 103 fathom line, mud a.nd clay. 

Ligr1t, 
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Light airs and hazy on the 16th. We frill kept t1anding along 
,the fhore, at about two leagues diitance; the land bearing from 
Weft South Weft to North. On the 17th, \ve ftill had light baf. 
fling winds, and cloudy weather. Having had no meridian alti. 

:tude fince the 14th, we could not be exactly certain as to our 
fituation, but concluded the land which we now raw to the North 
Eaft to be Montague Wand. It being nearly calm: and our found
ings greatly leffened, we came to anchor at three o'clock, in forty
three fathom water, over a fandy bottom; diftance from fhore 
about three miles. I fhould obferve, that for fome days pail our 
foundings had varied from one hundred and twenty to twenty 
-eight fathom water, generally over a muddy bottom. An ifland to 
the Northward bore from North Eaft by Eaft to North North 
Eafl:. Another point of land due North, at fi,x miles diftance. 
Whilft we lay at anchor, many of our people got out their fifh
ing-lines, thinking we lay on a cod-bank; they caught fome fcul
pins, and a few halibut, but weredifappointed in their expeCta
tions of catching cod. 

The weather continued thick and foggy, but at fix o'clock in 
the afternoon of the 18th, a breeze fpringing up from the South 
Weft by Weft, we weighed anchor, and 1tood in for the {bore. 
At ten o'clock, we founded with forty-five fathom line, over a 
bottom ,of fand mixed with fhells; at twelve, we had no bottom 
with eighty fathom line. 

The early part of the morning of the 19th was fo foggy, that we 
10ft fight of land, but at eight o'clock we faw land bearing North 
Eaft by North. We kept plying to windward, in order to make, 
if poffible, the South Weft paffage into Prince William's Sound, 
,which, at four in the afternoon, bore North Eail by North; the 

I EafteOlloft 
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Eaftermoft point 'of land in fight Eaft by North; Foot mand, from 
North by Eaft, to Weft North Weft; Leg mand, Weft, to North 
Weft by North; the Continent South Weft. The wind blew 
freIh from the North Eaft, and a heavy fwell fetting to the Weft..; 
ward, we gained little or noth~ng, At eight o'clock in the even
ing, the South Weft Point of Montague mand bore Eaft North 
Eaft, at four miles diftance.' The wind being variable during the 
night, we tacked occafionaUy. At ten o'clock. we had foundings 
in forty fathom water, over a fandy bottom. 

At eight in the morning of the 20th, the land' in fight bore' 
from N orth North. Eaft to North half Weft; we had no bottom 
with a line of fifty fathom. Still we kept plying to windward, but. 
with no better fucce{s than on the preceding days, owing to frefh 
North Eafterly winds, and a current fetting to the Weftward. 

The former part of the 21ft was hazy, with rain. At four in 
the afternoon, we had grea t hopes of making a bay near the wiIhed
for entrance, being infeventeen fathom water, and within a mile 
and half of the land; but we found a ftrong current fet us bodily 
to leeward,. in addition to the !well from the Eaftward. In the 
evening, and duri;16 the night, v.'e had firong North Eafterly 
breezes, with much rain; anc: the fCTmer part of the 22d was thick 
and rainy, but the wind more moderate. We had a tolerable ob
fervation at noon, which gave 5.9 deg. 15 min. North latitude, 
being the only one we could i,tt for ten days paft. 

During the afternoon, and the whole of the 23d, the weather 
was thick and hazy, with frefh variable breezes, though chiefly 
from the North Eaft) and.no land in fight. . . 

At 
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1786. At four o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the wind veered t~ 
~ 'the South Eaft, on which we fiood right in for the land, which we 

faw at three in the afternoon, bearing from North by EaJl: to Weft 
by North, at ten miles diftance. We had foundings in feventy 
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. At eight.in the evening, 
the wiml changed to the North Eafi again, and we frood off the 
l.;;lnd during the night, it being very uncertain how the currents 
fet. I !hall re[ume the fubjeCl: very !hortly. Thine, &c. 

OFF MONT..\CUE ISLAND,l 
27th A uguft.- j 

LET T E R XVIII. 

W .. B. 

D u R I N G the zsth and 26th of Auguft, we had light winds. -
and hazy weather. At feven in the evening of the 26th, the 

wind !hifted to the Southward, and we were in great hopes of get
ting in with the land next day. Towards ten o'clock it came on 
to blow very ffelli, fo that we hove to till three in the morning 
of the 27th, when we made fail, and ftood to the Northward. At 
noon we faw the land, bearing due North. Our obfervation gave 
59 deg. North latitude, being the only good one we had been able 
to make for the paftfortnight. Longitude 145 deg. 44 min. Welt. 
Finding ourfelves much too far to the Eaftward, to have any hopes 
of getting into Prince William's Sound by the South Weft paffage, 
our Captains detef'nined to try for the entrance by CapeHinchin
;brooke, having a favourable breeze and moderate weather. 

2 IiliooW 
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I ibould have obferved, that there are two paffages int() the J 786. 

Sound; the one, (which we have in vain attempted for fome time s~. 
paft) to tpe Weftward, and the other to the EaO:ward of Montague 
l£land. At five in the afternoon we faw fome low, flat land, bear. 
ing N~rth Eaft, which we took for Kayes Wand. At eight o'clock 
the land a-head bore North by Weft, at ten miles diftance. The 
wind blovving freib, we tacked, and ftood off £hore during the night, 
not judging it prudent to ftand in for the land. 

In the morning of the 28th, the land bore Weft, at twelve or 
fourteen miles diftance; and by noon, we had entirely loft fight of 
it. The weather was fqually, with rain, and a fre£h North Eafterly 
breeze. All hopes of making Prince William's Sound this feafon 
were now given up, and it was determined by our Captains to fteer 
for Crofs Sound, that being the next known harbour to the South
ward, where any fkins were likely to be procured. 

From the 29th of Auguft to the 3d of September, we had fre£h 
North Eafterly breezes, with fqually weather. On the 4th, the 
weather grew moderate, and tolerably pleafant, with light vari
able winds, which continued much the fame till t'he 7th, when we 
had a briik gale from the North Eaft, but towards evening, it turned 
nearly calm. On the 8th, a frefh breeze fprung up from the 
South South Weft. Our'"obfervation at noon ga\'e S7 deg. 35 min. 
North latitude; and our longitude was 137 deg. 12 min Weft. This 
being pretty near the fituation of Crofs Sound, as laid down 
by Captain Cook, we fteered North Eaft by Eaft, and our South
erly breeze continuing, we faw land right a-head at eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon or the 9th, and at two o'clock it bore from North 
Weft to Eaft by South, at fix miles diftance, 
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Having been at fea a month, when we expected only a cruize of 
two or three days, thou mayefr imagine we were greatly elated with 
the profpeB: of fpeedily coming to anchor, and beginning to traffic; 
but aU our expeCtations on this head foon vanilhed, for 011 ftand
ing in for the lhore till four o'clock, and at lefs than three .miles 
difrance, we could not fee any appearance of the Sound mentioned 
by Captain Cook. The coaft, indeed, formed a kind of bay, but 
afforded no place, in this fituation, where a veifel could anchor~ 
with any degree of fafety . We founded with a line of I I 0 fathom~ 

but found 110 bottom, neither was the colour of the water in the 
leaft changed; fo that there is reafon to expect deep water quite: 
clofe to the fhore. 

Being difappointed in our expe8:atiollS of falJing in with Crofs: 
Sound, it was judged a needlefs wafte of time to look for it in any 
other fituation, efpecially as Captain Cook never came to anchor 
there, but only faw it at a confidel:able difiance; and we knew by 
experience, how deceitful the appearances ofland are on this coaft~ 
occafioned by a conftant haze, which perpetually changes its pofi
tion, and renders it next -to impoffible to afcertain land at a dif
tance, with any degree of certainty. 

The Bay if !flands was the next eligible harbour for us to make ;. 
this lay about thirty miles to the Southward and Eaftward. A 
favourable breeze fpringing up tQwards the evening, we ftood un
de~' an eafy filiI during ~he night, with every prolpeCt of making 
thIS harb?ur foon; but 111 the morning of the loth, a very heavy 
gale of wllld came on from the Southward, which continued till 
evening, when we had a flat calm for a few hours~ 

2 At 
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At two o'clock in the morning of the I I th, the gale carne on 1785. 

h . I be' hI' d . d' . . September eaVler t 1an elOre, Wlt muc 1 raUl, an contUlue Without mter-~ 
ruption till the 13th, at noon, when the weather grew moderate, 
and tolerably clear. During the gale, we had wore occafionally, 
to prevent our getting on a lee-fhore, and when it fubfided, we 
found ourfelves more than ten leagues from Cape Edgecombe, 
(the neareft point of land to the Bay of Iflands) our obfervation 
at noon giving 56 deg. 50 min. North latitude. However, it was 
determined to make this harbour if pollible, our fails and rigging 
being pretty much damaged during the ftorm. 

Accordingly, we fteered Eaft North Eaft, with a moderate breeze 
from the Southward; and at fix o'clock in the morning of the 
14th, we faw land, bearing from Eaft by North to North Weft, at 
fourteen miles diftance. At noon, Cape Edgecombe bore South 
60 deg. Eaft, at ten miles diftance. Our obfervation gave 57 deg. 
6 m:n. North latitude. We kept fteering to the Weftward, in 
eKpeCl:ation of finding the Bay of Hlands till five in the afternoon, 
but could not fall in with any fuch place to the Weftward of tht' 
Cape. That part of the coaft which we examined forms a kind of 
lhallow bay, but affords not the leaft fuelter for any vefieI to lay at 
anchor, neither could we perceive the leaft fign of inhabitants. 
We had indeed heard, that the Spaniards anchored very near this 
place in 1775, but this account we were afraid was not abfolutely 
to be depended on. At fix o'clock we hauled our wind to the 
Southward, intending to examine the South Eaft fide of the 
Cape; but at midnight a very heavy gale of wind fprung up from 
the South Eaft, which continued during the whole of the 15th , 
with heavy and continued rain; this made us glad to keep ~ff the 
land as much as pollible, fo that in the forenoon of the 16th, we 
were more than twenty leagues to the Southward of Cape Edge-

K 2 combe. 
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combe. The wind grew more moderate, but variable, and fre-
quently fquaHy, with rain. The weather was thick, and fo hazy, 
that we could not f\le a mile a-hCi:ad. The feafon flipping away 
very faft, all hopes of making the Bay of IfIands were given up, 
and it Waj determined to freer for King George's.. Sound, keeping, 
in, however, with the coaft, that no opportunity of accidentally 
JIleeting with a harbour might be loft. 

The weather on the r 7th grew moderate,. and a' fine Wefrerly 
breeze came on early in the morning:. our latitude at noon was. 
55 degrees 15 min. North; and our longitude. 136 deg. 14 min .. 
\Vefr. We fiiH had a fine North Wefrerly breeze" and at one 
o'clock on the 18th, being then fleering. due Eaft, we faw land 
right a-head, on which we frood directly for it. Our latitude 
at noon. was 53 deg~ 46 min. North; and our longitade 133 
deg. 53 min. W~{L At fix o'clock we were well in with the 
land; but finding no harbour; nor the leaft fign of any inhabi
tants, we bore up, andftood to the Southward. The land we faw 
was high:t and bore North 65 degrees Eaft, at four miles diftance. 
The evening was_fine, clear, and feren., We faw a fpecies of bird 
quite different from any we had hitherto feen: his make was long 
and l1ender, yet his flight was very heavy. The tips oEhis wings 
and tail were white, and his wings were finely variegated. He was, 
nearly the fize of a fmall gnll. We likewife, faw wild,.geefe of 
various fpecics, in great numbers. 

The frefh Northerly breeze continued during the 19th; the Jand: 
in fight at fix in the morning bore from North Wefr to North 
Eaft, diftance off {hore about nine.' leagues. Our· obfervation at' 
noon gave 51 deg. 56 min. North; and our longitude 133 deg .. 
Weft. 

1, The: 
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T',- ,\·:;atOt.:r durIng t~le ;',Ji:h and 21ft was moderate, and we 178"6. 
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leagues diftance. On the 21ft, at noon, being in 50 deg. 40 min. 
North latitude, we faw an iiland, bearing North 53 deg. Eaft. In 
the afternoon we had a large :!hark along-fide. I mention this as 
it is a fiili rarely feen in fuch Northerly latitudes,. At fix o'clock 
the Hland, or rather I£1ands we had feen at noon, bore from North 
22 deg. Eaft to North 43 deg. Eaft, at three leagues diftallce, 

During the 22d we ftood to the Eaftward, for King George's 
Sound, with a fre:!h breeze from the North Weft. At one 
o'clock Woody Point bore North Weft by Weft,. at two miles 
diftance. At fome diflance to the Weftward of the Point is 
a rock, which obtained the name of Split-Rock,. and appears 
joined by a low reef to the coaft. The Eaftermoft point of land 
bore North North Eaft, and from that to Woody Point, the coall: 
forms a kind of bay, covered with pines, fome of which have a 
very beautiful appearance, the land next the fea beirrg pretty low,. 
and tolerably level. The day being thick and hazy, we were not 
able to get any obfervation to determine our latitude, and it being 
impoffible for us to make the found by day-light, Captain Dixon 
judged it moft prudent to ftand off the :!hore during the night, as 
it abounds with rocks and breakers·. Captain Portlock, however, 
hoifted out his boat, and fent his Third Mate round· the Eaitermot1: 
point of land, to look for an anchoring birth. but he not fucceed
iug, we hauled to the South Weft,. and ftood off !hore till the 
morning of the 23-d. At fun "-fet, the neareft point of land was 
about fix miles diftant. We founded. in. forty-five. fathom water) 
over a hard rocky bottom. 

This harbour being ourdernier refource for this feafon, thou 
mayeft imagine we are extremely anxious to make it: what fuc

cefs 
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1786. .ce[s we may meet with, will be the fubjeCt: of my next. 
September. Thine ever, 
~ 

OFF KlNGGEORGE'S SOUND, 1 
24th September. 1 

L :E T T E R XIX. 

Adieu. 

W. B. 

A T the conc1ufion of my lafr, we were flattered with hopes of 
_ fpeedily making our long wilhed for port: thefe hopes, I am 

fincerely forry to tell thee, are now all over, for this year at Ie aft : 
however, anticipation apart---Iet me proceed to give thee a regular 
account of our ill fortune. 

I obferved before, that we were within fix miles of the land in 
the evening of the 22d, and that we hauled to the Southward 
during the night. At fix in the morning of the 23d, we made 
fail, and frood nearly North Eaft-, with a freih breeze from the 
North Wefr. At eight o'clock Split-Rock bore North 40 deg. 
Wefr, at fix leagues dift-ance. Our obfervation at noon gave 49 
deg. 50 min. North latitude; and our longitude was 127 deg. 52 
min. Weft-; fo that we were near twenty miles to the North
ward, and fifty miles to the Weltward of our harbour. The bluff 
.head to the Weftward bore North 69 deg. Weft, and the Eafrer
mofr land South 60 deg. Eafr, at fix miles diftance. During 
the afternoon, the breeze grew lighter, and towards five o'clock it 
,,"vas nearly calm, fo that it was impolIible to make the found, on 

which 
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which we hauled our wind to the Southward. Our obfervation 1786. 

bi d d . h . Septcmten. . 
at noon had, however, ena e us to etermme t e entrance mto '-' .,J. 

the harbour to a certainty. At fix o'clock, the point of the found 
bore North 60 deg. Eaft, difiance fix teen or feventeen miles. At 
eight we founded with a line of fifty-feven fathom, over a muddy 
bottom. During the night, we had light, variable winds, and 
fometimes fqually, with rain. 

In the morning of the 24th, we again frood for the land, freer-· 
ing North Eafi by Eafi, with a moderate breeze from South Ea1l: 
by Eafi, but we foon had light, baffling, variable winds, and fre-
quently calm; fo that we could not poffibly make the harbour. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 49 deg. 28 min. North latitude. 
The point of land at the entrance of the found bore North Eaft, 
at four leagues dill:ance; and Point Breakers Eafr 6 deg. South, 
difiance fix miles. At two o'clock we founded, with a line of 65 
fathom, over a rocky bottom. At four o'clock the harbour bore 
North 55 deg. Eafi, diftance four leagues; and at fix, the extremes
of the land bore from Eaft 9 deg. South to North, 25 deg. Weft, . 
Nootka Point, North Eafi by North, diftance ten rr:.iles. We had 
foundings with a line of fifty-five fathoms, over a muddy bottom. 

During the forenoon of the 25th, we had light variable airs, 
with frequent fhowers of rain. At noon, though we were not 
more than ten miles difiant from the entrance into the found, yet
frequent calms, with light baffling winds in every direction, toge
ther with a heavy rolling fwell fetting in right on the land, ren
dered it impracticable for us to frand in for the fhore; fo that at 
five o'clock we wore, and frood to the Southward. At fix o'clock 
the extremes of the land bore from Eaft by South to Weft North 
Weft, diilant about eight miles. In the evening, the wind blew 

frelh 
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1786. frcih at South Eaft; and by ten at night, 'increafed to a violent 
September. gale, attended with very heavy rain. 
~ 

About three in the morning of the 26th, a moft tempefruous 
ftofm of thunder and lightning came on, the rain ftill continuing. 
The claps of thunder were aftonifllingly loud, and the lightning 
fo very fierce, that it blinded the people on deck for a confiderable 
time, and every flafh left a ftrong fulphurous ftench behind. 

I was upon deck during the greateft part of the ftorm ; and I 
muft own to thee, that the awful and tremendous appearance of 
the elements, if I may be allowed the expreffion, affeEted me greatly. 
How often have I thought, that nothing in nature could equal the 
thunder ftorm fo beautifully defcribed by Thomfon, in his Seafons: 
but here. every awful fituation in Thomfon's piCture was brought 
on the canvafs in the moft confpicuous point of view, and the 
majefty of the whole ftill heightened by the roaring of the wind, 
the raging of the fea, and a more than common darknefs, which 
over[pread the furrounding atmofphere. 

Towards fix in the morning the ftorm abated, and we again had 
light baffling winds, and a very heavy crofs fea, which prevented 
us from franding in for the {hore, efpecially as the mor~1ing was 
thick and hazy. At ten 0' clock we faw the land, bearing from 
North Weft to Eaft, about nine miles diftant; but frequent calms, 
.and a heavy fwell fetting right in {hore, made us glad to keep from, 
the ~and as much as pollible, and more efpecially, as from the pvint 
of the harbour, and at leaft two miles from Ihore, there runs a 
reef of breakers., for two mil~s to t~e Northward. During the 
afternoon and mght, we had lIght vanable winds, with rain. 

At 
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At four in the morning of the 27th, a frelb breeze fpringing up 
from South South W cJ:, we made fa:l, and trood for the harbour; 
but by ten o'clock tl::: breeze died away, and we had baffling winds, 
with a: heavy fwell from the Southward, which fet us direCtly on 
the breakers juft mentioned; fo that our fitllation, for fome time, 
was rather alarming. However, foon after eleven o'clock, we were 
pretty clear of the danger. The King George was to the South
ward of us, fo that Captain Portlock was under no great degree of 
apprehenfion on his own account. At noon, the Weft point of 
the harbour bore North 60 deg. Eaft; and the extremes of the 
land, from Weft North Weft to Eaft by South. The afternoon 

. and evening were fqually, with heavy ftorms of hail. At fix 
o'clock, the entrance into Nootka Sound bore North, S~ deg. Eaft; 
twelve miles diftant. During the night, we had light variable 
aIrs. 

At half paft five in the morning of the zSth, we again bore up 
for the found, but unfortunately had the fame light airs, and heavy 
fwell to encounter, as on the preceding day; fo that finding it im
poffible to make the harbour, at' eleven o'clock we hauled to the 
Southward. At noon, the point of the harbour bore North, 65 
deg. Eaft, feven miles diftant. The wind, during the afternoon, 
being ftilllight and variable, with a heavy fwell, we kept ftanding 
to the South\vard. At feven o'clock, Captain Portlock fpoke us, 
and informed us, that he intended to quit the coaft, and frand 
immedrately for Sandwich Wands, directing us at the fame time 
to fteer South South Weft, or South by Weft, if the Wind per
mitted. The harbour at that time bore Eaft North Eaft, feven 
leagues diftant. During the night we had light variable winds, 
'With frequent fhowers of hail and rain; but at five in the morning 
of the 29th, a frefh breeze fprung up from the We!1:ward, which 
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enabled us to fhape our courfe agreeably to Captain Portlock's;; 
direEtion, though I muft own we left the coaft reluCtantly, and' 
the more fo, as the prefent wind was what we wanted to carry us 
into the found. Indeed it tbould be remembered, that the wind 
for fome days paft had been as favourable as we could willi, when 
at a diftance from the lliore, but alway~ grew light and variable;" 
as we drew near the land; and there is every reafon to imagine'· 
this would have been the cafe at prefent :. fo that on the whole, we 
probably may have caufe to rejoice at this unexpeCted determina
tion. At noon, the harbour bore North 40 deg. Eafi, diftant about 
twelve leagues: our latitude was 49 deg. IS, min. North; and the
longitude 127 deg. 35 min. Weft. Before night we had entirely' 
10ft fight (l.f the coaft. Thus ended all our hopes of making ,King. 
George's Sound this .feafon .. 

If we take'a retrofpeCt view of' occurre~ces fince our leaving: 
Cook's River, we feern to have been peculiarly unfuccefsful in alL 
our attempts to gain a fecond.harbour on this inhofpitable coaft .. 
Twice indeed, (viz. at Crofs Sound, and.the Bay of Hlands) our 
mifcarriage was owing, in· a great meafure, to mifinformation;, 

'and that we did not make either Prince William's, or Nootka 
Sound, may juaIy be attributed to unfavourable winds, and bad: 
weather, things which muft ever baffle the firongeft efiorts of hu
man wifdom; and, though we were unacquainted. with Captain 

- Portlock's motives for leaving the coaft, yet he no doubt was con
vinced, that every attempt had been made that prudence couldi 
fllggefr, confiilent with the fafety of the veifels,. or the lives of the: 
people. 

Thus ends our firil: trading campaign, .and though not abfolutely' 
unfuccefsful, yet it affords a.moft ufefulleffon. for many fituations' 
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in life, and would furnilh me with an ample field for harranguing 
on the uncertainty and unftability of all worldly expeCtations, &c. 
&c. but thou wilt fufpeEt me of 'an attempt to palm a pack of 
rufty, thread-bare moral fentences on thee; fo that I {hall conclude 
at once. Thine ever, 

W. B. 
AT SEA, 1 

2d OCtober. 5 

LET T E R XX. 

H AVING pretty well reconciled ourfe1ves to the unavoidable 
difappointments we met with on the American Coaft, our 

thoughts, like the Ifraelites of old, were fixed on the flelh-pots of 
Egypt; or, to drop the metaphor, we comforted ourfelves with 
the hope of many a delicious regale among the hogs, yams, and 
other good chear of Sandwich Hlands. 

Perhaps from what I faid in my laft, refpeaing our bad fuccefs, 
thou wilt conclude ·we left the coaft without any thing worth 
notice. To fet thee right in that particular, I lhall jull: obferve, 
that we colleCted in Cook's River near fixty prime otter-ikins; 
about the fame quantity of an inferior kind; about twenty fine 
marmot cloaks, together with racoons, foxes, &c. &c. fufficient to 
fill three puncheons; fo that our purchafes, if not very great, were 
far from defpicable. Captain Portlock's fuccefs was, I believe, 
nearly fimilar to our's. 

L2 We 
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We left King George's Sound, as I have already obferved, on the 
29th of September, with a fine Wefterly breeze; but it £hifted to 
the Eaftward on the 30th, with !noderate weather. 

On the 31ft, the wind again blew from the Weft ward, the wea
ther was clear and fine. On 'the 4th of OCtober, we had clofe 
foggy weather, with frequent fqualls. On the 7th, at noon, our 
latitude was 43 deg. 8 min. and our longitude 13 I deg. 59' min. 
\Veft: we had variable winds, the weather ftill foggy. During the 
night, the wind blew a {hong gale from the Weftward; but to
wards the morning of the 8th, it grew moderate. 

About eight o'clock in the evening of the 11th, there was a kind 
of fiery meteor feen playing about the £hip. As failors have a tole
rable £hare of fuperftition, an appearance of this kind is much 
dreaded by them, and is univerfally known by the appellation of 
Davy Jones. Davy's power is very great, but he is fuppofed to 
prefide more immediately over the winds and waves, though he 
feldom or ever appears for any good purpofe; and this, I prefume, 
makes the honeft tars afraid of his Wor£hip. 

'Tis fomewhat ftrange, that a fet of men, who defpife real dan
gers, which might appall thefloutd/ heart, £hould be terrified with 
ideal fears of their own creating, and thofe raifed by an object fit 
only for a bug-bear to chi~dren. 

During the night we had a ftrorig gale of wind from the South
ward, with heavy rain. A circumftance of this fort happening fo 
foon after the appearance of Davy Jones, ferves greatly to ftrengthen 
the fuperftitious opinion which failors already entertain of him. 

In 
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In the morning of the 12th, the weather moderated; and at ten October. 

o'clock the wind fhifted to the Northward, blowingafine frefhbreeze. ~- '1 

At noon on the J 3th, our latitude was 37 deg. 2 min. North j. 
and our longitude, being the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfer
vations, 134 deg. 47 min. Weft. In this fituation we perceived a 
current fetting pretty fhong to the Eaftward. 

On the 14th, we caught three large :Charks, which were very 
acceptable, on account of the oil they afforded us, and which we 
coutd ufe, not only for the binnacle, but to pay our mafts, rig
ging, &c. our oil running iliort. From the 14th to the 24th, 
nothing occurred worth notice. During this time we had variable' 
winds, aud pretty moderate weather. 

On the 25th, our latitude was 33 deg. North, and the longitude 
143 deg. 36 min. Weft. We had a moderate breez~ from South 
South· Eaft, with frequent :Chowers of rain. This afternoon we 
had a fpecies of birds about the {hip, which I take to be the ftri
ated fand-piper of Pennant, two of which were fo tame, that our 
people had nearly caught them. ' 

From this to the 31ft, we had little variety. The weather in 
general was tolerably fine, though fometimes fqually, with rain. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 29 deg. 5 min. North latitude; and 
148 deg. Weft longitude. 

On the 1ft of November, we looked out for St. Maria Ie Gorta, 
which is laid down in Cook's Chart, in 27 deg, 50. min. North lati
tude; and 149 deg. Weft longitude; and the fame afternoon, failed 
direEl:ly over it. Indeed we fcarcely expeCted to meet with any fuch 
place, as it is copied by Mr. Roberts into the above Chart, from the 

fame 
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1786. fame :authority which we had already found to be erroneous) 
N~. refpeCting Los Majos, and Roco Partida. 

On the 5th of November~ at noon. we were in 24 deg. 32 min. 
"North latitude; and the wind blowing from the Eaftward forfome 
days pait, gave us fome hopes of a fteady trade; but in this we 
were difappointed, for in the afternoon the wind hauled to the 
Southward, and we had a very material alteration in the weather, 
which was continually fqually, with rain. This time of the year 
feems to be the ftormy feafon near the Sandwich Hlands; for 
though we had often ftrong gales of wind, yet they were never 
fieady or laiting, but came on us fuddenly, attended with impe
tuous torrents of rain. 

The weather on the 8th and gth, was extremely fultry, with 
lightning almoft in every direCtion, particularly in the evening of 
the 9th. About four o'clock in the morning of the loth, we had 
a violent guft of wind, which lafted about half an hour, attended 
with exceeding heavy rain, which greatly contributed to render the 
atmofphere cool and pleafant. 

The fcarcity of birds for many days pait, was rather remarkable, 
and more particularly fo, as the Tropic birds are peculiar to the 
latitude we were in: indeed on the 9th, we faw one folitary man 
of war bird, and the fame day caught two dolphins, with hook 
and line, which were the only fifh we had been able to lay hold of 
.fince our leaving the Continent. Our latitude at noon was 22 deg. 
54 min. North; and the. longitude lSI deg. 24 min. Weft. . 

In the forenoon of the 11th, the wind veered to the Northward, 
and the weather grew moderate and fine. . 

I On 
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On the 12th, we caught a ihark, with a fowl, and part of a turtle 1786. 

in his belly: this plainly in,Jicated that we were not far from N~ 
land; and indeed we knew that the Wand of Atoui was under our 
lee, our obfervation' at noon giving 2 I deg. 3') min. North lati-
tude; and the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfervations, 152 deg. 
4- min. Weft longitude. We had a fine North EafterIy breeze". 
with clear weather. 

Towards the evening, feveral flocks of fand-pipers were flying 
about the £hip. For fome time paft we had fleered well to the 
Southward, having been greatly retarded by Southerly winds; but 
this evening Captain Portlock fpoke us, and direCted us to fteer 
South South Weft, as it appeared by our obfervations, that we 
were well to windward of all the if1ands~ 

On the 13th, at noon, our latitude was 20 deg. 36 min. North j 

and finding ourfelves well to windward of Owhyhee, the ifland we 
firft intended to touch at, we fteered more to the Weftward, with 
a.moderate Eafterly breeze, and fine weather .. 

On the 14th, at noon, we were in 20 deg. 6 min. North latitude; 
and the mean of feveral lunar obfervations giving 152 deg. 39 
min. Weft longitude: we fteered Weft by South.' We had various 
fpecies of birds flying about us, as fand-Iarks, man of war birds; 
&c. The dolphin were pretty numerous, and "'Ie caught feveral 
{harks, one of which had a large turtle entire in his belly. OUf 
latitude on the 15th was 20 deg. 7 min. North. For fome days 
paa we had fufpeCted a fhong current to fet to the Northward, 
between Owhyhee and Mowee ; and this circumftance put the 
matter beyond a doubt, as our courfe from the 14th, at nOOll, to 
the 15th, gave a number of miles to the South\i'ard. About five 
ill the afternoon, we faw high land above the clouds l bearing South 

South. 



A VOYAGE TO THE 

1786. South \Vefi, ten or twelve leagues diftant, which we immediately 
November. knew to be Monakaah, a high mountain on Owhyhee. During 
~ 

the night, we ftood to the Well North Weft, under aneafy fail; 
and at feven in the morning of the 16th, Monakaah bore South 25 
deg. \Veft. A confiderable fpace on its fummit was covered with 
fnow; and I have every reafon to think, that this mountain is never 
totally free.' 

During the forenoon, we fteered nearly Weft by South, about 
three miles diftant from iliore, with a fine Eafterly breeze; but 
the fea running pretty high, no canoes ventured off to us. At 
two o'clock we faw Mowee, bearing North 70 deg. Weft, about 
feven leagues diftant. The day being now very clear, we had an 
uninterrupted view of Monakaah, the higheft land in Ow hyhee~ , 
This mountain, though undoubtedly very lofty, has nothing ftu-
pendous in its appearance, the afcent to i,t on all fides appearing 
grad ual and eafy. 

That part of the ifland which we now coafted along, is .very 
beautiful. The land appears to be laid out in diftinB: plantations, 
everyone of which feemed in a high ftate of cultivation. The 
higher grounds are covered with trees, which yield a never-failing 
verdure; and in three or four places, there are abrupt breaks in 
the land. There chafms being well fupplied with plentiful ftreams 
of fine water, render the landfcape truly delightful. 

As Karakakooa Bay had been found, on feveral accounts, an 
improper place to anchor in, it was determined to examine another 
bay, which lay round the South Weft. This bay had been looked 
into during Captain Cook's ftay here, and we expected it would 
afford a good harbour; but about four in the afternoon the breeze 
died away, and feveral canoes coming from {hore, we hove to, in 

2 order 
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order to trade with the natives, vlho brought hogs, plantains, 
bread-fruit, potatoes, &c. which were a moft feafonable fupply in 
our prefent fituation: many of our people being affec1ed with the 
fcurvy: indeed, when we confider how much time had elapfed 
fince our leaving thefe ifiand's laft, and how fmall a quantity of 
freih provifions we had been able to procure during that time, it 
is almoft a wonder that we ihould enjoy fo good a ftate of health 
'as we did; but this, under Providence, was owing, in fome mea
fure, to a free ufe of various antifceptics which we had in great 
plenty on board. In the evening, and during the night, we had a 
dead calm, with hot fultry weather, attended with a good deal of 
lightning. 

In the morning of the 17th, a light breeze fprung up at South 
South Weft, and we ftood for the bay before-mentioned. How
ever, being willing to purchafe as many neceffaries as poffible, 
Captain Portlock fent his Firft Mate, Mr. Macleod, in the whale
boat, to examine the bay; mean while, the ihips lay to, in order 
to trade wit;h the natives. At five in the afternoon, Mr. Macleod 
returned, and reported, that there was no fafe anchorage in the bay; 
and that not only from a bad bottom, but as the harbour was en
tirely expofed to South Wefterly winds. This being the cafe, our 
intention of anchoring at Owhyhee was laid afide : however, it was 
determined to keep near this part of the ifiand fome time, if the 
wind would permit, as it was known to afford hogs in abundance. 

During the 18th we lay to, and plied occafionally, as fuited our 
conveniency, for trade. The people were bufily employed in kil
ling and falting hogs for fea-fiore. 

M This 
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N Ij86b' This part of the ifland affords but few cocoa-nuts, or plantains; 
ovem ere 
~ vegetables in the greateft plenty are bread-fruit, and fweet pota-' 

toes. 

Among the various curiofities brought by the natives to fe1I7 
were a kind of balkets, about eighteen inches high, and five or fix 
inches in diameter, of a circular form, and exceeding ne.atly made. 
The wicker-work of which they were made was frequently varie
gated with twigs of a red colour, and had a pretty effeCt. Thefe 
balkets were quite new to us, having feen nothing of this fort 
when at the iflands before. 

The morning of the 19th being very fine, and the weather pro
mifing, Captain Portlock paid us a vifit, and propofed ftaying the 
greateft part of the day; but a ftrong breeze fpringing up from 
South Weft, he went on board his own fhip early in the afternoon. 
Mowee at this time bearing Weft of us, it was determined to make 
the Eaftermoft point, and come to anchor there. 

I fhall conclude for the prefent; but notwithftanding the variety 
which furrounds us, will refume my pen very Coon. Adieu. 
Thine, &c. 

W.B. 
OFF SANDWICH ISLANDS, l 

20th November. 5 

LETTER 
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LET T E R XXI. 

C ON T R A R Y winds, and unfettled weather, fruftrated our 
defign of anchoring at Mowee; but let me lead thee to this 

difappointment in courfe. 

In the afternoon of the 19th November, the wind blew frefh at 
South Weft; and towards evening, increafed to a ftrong gale, 
attended with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain; on which we 
lay to during the night, under a clofe-reefed main top~fail) wearing 
occafionally, and taking every method to guard againft any mif
chief we might receive from fudden gufts of wind, which frequent
ly are felt amongft thefe ifiands. 

The morning of the 20th being pretty moderate, the wind ftill 
South Weft, we made fail, and frood for the Eaftermoft point of 
Mowee, fteering Weft North Weft; but about noon, as we got 
under the lee of the land, the breeze leffened, and we had nearly a 
calm. Several canoes came off to us, but what they brought to fell 
was very trifling, being only three or four fmall pigs, a few pota
toes, and a little bread-fruit. At noon, the North Weft end of 
Mowee bore Wefr North Weft, five or fix leagues diftant; the 
weather was extremely hot and fultry; the thermometer being 90 

degrees. Having light baffling winds during the afternoon, we 
kept fran ding along £hore, in order to purchafe whatever refrefh
Plents the inhabitants brought to us. 

Mz The 

1786., 
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The Hland Mowee has nothing peculiarly fhiking in its appear
ance. The Eaft erid of the iflana is very high, but does not ap
pear mountainous, as it defcends in a pretty regular flope to the. 
water's edge. The landfcape is prettily diverfified with trees of, 
various kinds, plantations, &c. but thefe feem greatly inferior to, 
thofe I fawat Owhyhee. 

About five in the afternoon, we had a ftrong breeze at South· 
Weft, and the weather grew very fqually, on which we lhortened 
fail, and ftood to the North Weft. At eight o'clock, the Weft end 
of Mowee bore South Weft, five leagues diftant. During the:. 
night the weather was pretty moderate. 

At fix in the morning of the 21ft, we wore and frood "to, the~ 
Southward. At eight, the Eaft end of Mowee bore South 20', 

deg. Eafi, and the Ifland Moretoy Weft South Weft. Our obfer-
vation at noon gave 2 I deg. 12. min. North latitude; the extremes. 
of Mowee bore from South IS deg. Eaft to South .60 deg. Weft;; 
the center of Moretoy South 76 deg. Weft. The weather during. 
the afternoon and night was hot and fultrY1 .with light variable_: 
winds. 

In the morning of the 22d, we had:a ,number of canoes' along- .. 
fide, from whom we purchafed :potatoes., .. tan>, .plantains, fugar-
cane, and many other articles for the /hip's ufe., The wind con-., 
tinued light and variable, the fhip's ·head frequently round the: 
compafs. At noon, the main land of Moretoy bore Weft by South, , 
eight or nine miles difrant. ' 

I fhould obferve, that the people who came to us from Mowee . 
and .Moretoy} feemed to admireourveffelsmore than any we had t 

hitherto, 
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l1itherto met with: 'tis probable that many of them had never feen J 786. 

~ny £hips before. N~. 

During the 23d, we had light winds, fometirrtes at Eaft, or Eaft 
South Eaft, but frequently variable. Being a good diftance from· 
£hore, no canoes came near us. At noon, the South end of More
toy bore South 8 deg. Eaft, five leagues diftant; our latitude was 
21 deg. 30 min. North. At fix o'clock the body of Moretoy bore 
South three-quarters Weft i and Mowee South Eaft by South; dif
tant from £hore about fix leagues. During the greateft part of the 
night, we had a frefh breeze at South Eaft; and at four o'clock in 
the morning of the 24th, we wore, and frood to the South South 
Weft. At noon, the eafr end of Mowee bore South 25 deg. Eaft; 
but we were fo far from land, that no canoes came near us. At. 
five o'clock we faw Owhyhee, which bore South 25 deg. Eaft; and 
the Weft end of M~wee South; diftant about feven leagues. 

During the night, and greateft part of the 25th, we had light 
variable winds. Moft of our hogs and vegetables being expended;; 
it was our intention to make Owhyhee as foon as pollible, in order· 
to procure a. frefh fupply. In the evening of the 25th, a frefh 
breeze fprung up from the Southward, which continued with very 
little alteration during the 26th and 27th. Our latitude at noon, 
on the 26th, w.as 2 I deg. 25 min. North. The Eaft end of 
Mowee then bore South three quarters Eaft. At noon on the 27th, . 
Mowee bore South by Eaft, and Moretoy South 24 deg. Weft; 
the weather tolerablyAine; and the wind at South South Weft. 

The wind amongft thefe Wands' ·feems never to blow from one, 
ppint for any length of time; nor can a fteady trade wind, at this 
time of the y~ar) byanymeans be dep~nded on: fometimes we had 

Eafterly 
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. 17B6• Eafiedy winds, then Southerly, South Wefr, Wefr, Nohh- Weft" 
~ve:=. North, and, in !hort, all round the compafs, jufr as we opened dif. 

:Jerent point6 of land . 

. The wind frill -hanging to the Southward, all intentions of 
: making Ow4yhee were given up. 

On the 28th, being within four miles of Moretoy, we had feve
ral canoes along-fide, which brought us a few fmall hogs, together 
with fome taro and potatoes, but far from fufficient to fupply us, 
fo that it was determined to freer for Whahoo. It unluckily hap
pened, that any fre!h breezes we met with came on generally in 
the night, when prudence did not permit us to make much fail; 
~nd in the day-time we had generally light baffling winds. 

At noon, on the 28th, the bluff end of Moretoy bore South 
Weft by Weft, about twelve miles diftant. In the afternoon, we 
had fome fine cooling ihowers of rain, which made the weather 
much cooler, and more agreeable than it had been for fome time 
pafr. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 29th, we faw Whahoo, 
and at noon, the Eaft Hummock bore Weft South Weft, about 
eight leagues diftant. Our obfervation gave 21 deg. 26 min. 
North latitude. During the afternoon, we kept fran ding along 
the Coaft of Moretoy. At eight o'clock the round hummock on 
Whahoo bore Wefr South Weft, and the Weft end of Moretoy, 

:South by Eaft. We tacked, and frood to the North Eaft till twelve 
<)'clock, when we again tacked, and fteered South Weft by Weft. 

In 
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. - In the forenoon of the 30th, we kept ftanding South Weft, with 1796. 

h ft 0 b i". • N ovemher ~ a fine breeze at Sout Ea. ur 0 lervatlOn at noon gave 2 I ~_ 
deg. 20 min. North latitude. The Weft end of Moretoy bore 
South 4S-deg. Eaft; and Whahoo South Weft, dll1ant about two 
leagues. 

At five in the afternoon we came to anchor in eight fathom 
water, in the bay we lay in before, and pretty near our old fitu
ation, the Eaft extreme of the bay bearing EaLl: by South; and the 
Weftermoft land Weft by South, half South, about two miles dif
tant from {hore. In the evening we moored /hip, with the ftream, 
anchor and cable. 

As it is more than a fortnight fince we firft made the iilands, _ 
thou mayeft think it fomewhat extraordinary that we did not get 
into a harbour before; but thou muft confider, that hogs and< 
vegetables, being what we chiefly wanted, could in general be as 
eafily procured, by plying off and on, as coming to anchor. 
Again, having a confiderable time to fpend among thefe iflands. 
we were 10th to leave thofe to windward, as in that cafe it would: 
be next to impoffible to fetch them again. 

If thefe reafons, joined to the contrary and light winds we have -
had lately, are not [ufficient for thee, it is out of my power to give 
thee any better: indeed I give myfelf little concern about the mat
ter, generally thinking with Pope, that" whatever is, is right." 

However, I cannot help congratulating myfelf on our prefent 
fituation, compared with what it would have been, had we win
tered in King George's Sound: perhaps by this time the greateLl: 
part of us .... ---but I will trouble thee with no perhaps's; let it 

2 fuffi~ 
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1786. fufficc, that we are, to a man, in tolerable health, and excellent 
December. 
~ • .fpirits. 

I fhall take the earlieft opportunity to communicate our tran
. faCtions at this place. Mean while believe me ever thine, 

WHAHOO, I 
.2d Dec. of 

LETTER 

'W. B. 

XXII. 

E ARL Y in the morning of the 1ft of December, the people 
began to overhaul our rigging, fore and aft, it being very 

much out of order. By day-light we had a number of canoes 
along-fide, chiefly loaded with water, which we purchafed on the 
fame eafy terms as before, viz. a large calabaIh for an eight-penny 
or ten-penny nail, and fmaller ones in proportion. 

Many ofthefe gourds, or calabafhes, are very wide at the top, and 
.ufed by the natives for various purpofes, and particularly to hold a 
,kind of pudding made of taro. So eagerly did they purfue this 
,profitable traffic, that they feldom wafhed their velfels, and we 
.unavoidably got taro pudding mixed among the water; but we 
.found it of little or 110 prejudice, though the fight would pe~haps 
not have been altogether pleafing to an epicure. The people 
brought fome hogs, potatoes, and taro, but not a fufficient quan
tity to fupply us from day to day; on our enquiring the reafon, 

1 we 



-NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 97 

we were given to underftand, that the hogs and vegetables were 1786. 

tabooed, till the King had been on board the {hips, and that they D~nb.:; 
expected him to pay us a vifit very {hortly. If I remember right, 
I mentioned the taboo when we were lall: at the iflands. I {hall 
now only jufi: obferve, that its operation is very extenfive, and 
regards not 'only places, but food, and, in {hort, every action of 
life. 

In the afternoon of the dt, we had frequent fqualls, attended 
with a good deal of rain. 

By noon on the 3d, we had compleated our water, and could 
have procured a great deal more, the natives ftill bringing it with 
the great eft avidity. Indeed this is not to be wondered at, if we 
confider the great value they fet on iron, and that water cofts them 
only the trouble of fetching from {hore. 

Befides nails, we found buttons very ufeful in our traffic with . . 
thefe people. To the credit of the men be it fpoken, they looked 
on them as things of no value; but the females faw them in a very 
different point of view, and were exceedingly fond of wearing them 
round their wrifts and andes as bracelets, calling them Booboo, 
and fometimes Poreema. As gallantry is perhaps equally preva
lent here, as in more civilized nations, the men frequently pre
ferred buttons to nails (contrary to their better judgment) in their 
traffic. This is an inconteftible proof, that the power of beauty is 
not confined within the narrow limits of our polite European cir
cles, but has equal influence all over the world. 

In the forellpon of the 4th, Teereteere, the King, paid us a vifit. 
He came in a large double canoe, attended by two young men, 

N who, 
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who, we underftood, were his nephews, and a number of other 
Chiefs. The King is' a good-looking man, and appears about 
forty-five or fifty years old: he is tan, ftraight, and well-made; 
but his eyes feem rather weak, and affeCted with a kind of rheum; 
but whether this is owing to difeafe, or to a temporary cold, I can
not fay. N one of the Chiefs had any thing ftriking in their ap
pearance, though it was eafy to fee that they were above the com
&11on rank. 

The King's nephews were by far the fineft men we had yet feen 
at any of the iflands: they are not brothers. Piapia, the elder, 
being, if we underfiood right, fon to the King of Atoui; and 
Myaro, the younger, fon to a fifier of Teereteere. 

Piapia is about five feet nine inches high, ftraight> and well pro
portioned: his legs and thighs very mufcular, his ftep firm, and 
rather graceful; and there is a dignity in his deportment which 
fhews him to be a perf on of the firft confequence. His counte
nance is free and open, but rather disfigured by the lofs of three 
fore-teeth, which, as I underfiood, were broke for the lofs of a 
relation, it being the cuftom here for the Arees, or Chiefs, to part 
with a tooth at the death of a friend; his legs, thighs, arms, 
and various parts of his body, are tattooed in a very curious man
ner. 

Myaro is nearly as tall as his coulin, but caft, (if I may be al
lovved the exprdfion) in a more delicate mould: he walks ereCt and 
ftatdy, and his fiep is very graceful and majeftic. It "would, I 
thir ~~, bailie the united powers of a Wilton, Bacon, and Roubiliac, 
to equal the exaCt fymmetry and fine turn of his legs and thighs, 

or 
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or indeed his whole body; in ihort, his figure has fomething in it 1786• 
. D~m~ 

exceedmgly prepoffeffing. ~. 

Teereteere, having fatisfied his curiofity for the prefent, and 
~aptain Dixon prefenting him with fome beads, and other trifles, 
left us about two in the afternoon; and we foon felt the good 
effeCts of his vifit, the inhabitants bringing hogs and vegetables in 
much greater plenty than before, though from the little r~fpeEt 
they feemed to pay him, we were led to fuppofe, that his influence 
over them was not great; in this point, however, we were mif
taken. 

To lead thee regularly to a circumfiance, which I am now going' 
to mention, it will be neceifary to refer fo far back as our fitting. 
out. 

When we left England, the quantity of coals ourveifel was fup
plied with was very inadequate to a voyage like our's, though they 
were conftantly ufed with the moil: fcrupulous care., 

As Falkland's Hlands afforded no 'wood, the Coafi of America was 
the only place where we could procure any. Fully expeCting t() 
touch at feveral harbours, and perhaps winter in King George's 
Sound" what wood we got in Cook's River was foon expended. 

It cannot be forgot, under what circumfiances, and with what re
luCtance, we left the American Coafi; and the more, as fuel was one 
of our greatefi wants; for though we knew Sandwich Hlands af-· 
forded mofi of the neceifaries of life in great pI en ty, yet we almofi de
fpairedof getting a fupply of fuel; but in this refpeCt we were moil: 
agreeably difappointed; for we no fooner made th~ natives under-

N 2 fian~ 
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frand what we wanted, than they brought us plenty of wood, fuch 
. as anfwered our purpofe extremely well, and which we purchafed 

on the fame eafy terms as the water. 

During the 5th and 6th, were were all very bufily employed; [orne' 
taking in wood from the natives; others over-hauling the rigging, 
&c. and the reft killing and faIting hogs for fea-ftore. The wea
ther fince the 1ft has been fine and fettled, with a fteady breez.e at 
N orth North Eaft. 

From the 7th to the loth the wind blew ffelli, at. Eaft North: 
Eaft; and the fea running pretty high, very few canoes came near 
us. This weather, however, did not prevent the King and his, 
attendants from paying us frequent vilits.; but it was very apparent 
that intereft, more than curiofity, induced him to come on board. 
fo often; for though he always brought fomething, by way of a 
1Iatano, or prefent, yet it was generally very trivial, fuch as a fmall 
hog, a few cocoa-nuts, and fometimes a few fmall barbel; and 
Captain Dixon always gave him ten times the value. Indeed it 
would have been extremely impolitic not to have paid him this, 
mark of our refpeCt and attention, as he could, by tabooing the 
inhabitants, have eafily prevented a fingle canoe from coming near 
us; but by thus 'feeding, his avarice, and gratifying his ambition, 
he not only allowed, but encouraged the people to bring us what
ever the Wand afforded. The wind frill continued at Eaft North. 
Eafi:; the weather moderate and fine. 

Soon after we came to anchor, our whale-boat was hoi1l::ed out, 
to be in readinefs whenever occafion required; and was generally' 
fecured by her painter to the ihip's ftern. A boy was ordered to . 
look after her in the day-time, and in. the night" the watch always. 

kept 
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k.ept a good look out; and having moon-light, the boat hitherto 1786. 
r. J: b . . h . f h h fc f h . December. had been lale ; ut m t e ev.emng 0 t e I It , orne 0 t e natlves ~ 

had formed a defign to fteaI her, (the moon not rifing till paft mid-
night) and we faw feveraI canoes bufy about her painter. On 
this, Captain Dixon fired two mufquet8 over their heads, which 
made them {beer off with precipitation, and we got her on board 
next day, for fear of a fecond vifit of the like nature. 

In the forenoon of the 12th, we caught a large {bark, and know
ing it would be a very acceptable preient to the King, Captain 
Dixon fent to inform fome of his people who happened to be 011 

board the King George of jt. 

Teereteere prefently fent his fon, with feveral attendants, in a 
large canoe, for the {bark, which feemed to pleafe them very 
much. The King fent a fine hog by his fon, as an equivalent for 
our prefent; but the young man, with a degree of honefey peculiar 
to his country, fold us the hog for a large toe. 

The lall time we were at Whahoo, in failing from thence to 
Atoui, we paffed a bay to the Weftward of our prefcnt fituation, 
which promifed to afford a good harbour; the furrounding coun
try fertlle, and full of inhabitants. At that time we had no oppor
tunity of examining it, but now, having fufficient leifure, 011 the 
13th Captain Portlock fenthis long boat, (which had been decked, 
and [chooner-rigged, fince we came to Whahoo) with NIr. Hay
ward, his Third Mate, accompanied by our Third Mate, Mr. 
White, to furvey the: bay accurately. 

Mr. Hayward returned in the morniilg of the 15th, and reported~ 
that there was no convenient anchorage in any part of the bay; 

I. and 
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and that there was from fixty-fix to feventy fathom water clore in 
:Chore. We now learnt, that Teereteer~ generally refided in this 
bay, which is called by the natives Whitette Bay. 

Except the affair of the. whale-boat, we had difcovered very few' 
,thefts; but this, doubtlefs, has been owing to our ke~ping the 
'Veifel as clear of the natives as pollible, more than their honetl: dif
pofition, which we are aifured is not at all to be depended on. 

I fhall embrace every' opportunity of acquainting .thee with our 
future proceedings; mean while, believe me thine, &c. ' 

WHAHOO, l 
'16th Dec. l 

LET T E R XXIII. 

W.B. 

--:: 

A M 0 N G S T the few vifitors we admitted on board, (betides 
the King, and his attendants) was an old prieft, who 

feemed to have confiderable authority amongft the natives. He 
always brought two attendants with him; one purpofely to pre
pare his Ava, and the other to be always near his perfon, whenever 
he fhould be wanted. The Ava is a root, fomewhatrefemblingour 
liquorjce in :Chape and colour, but totally different in tafte. None 
but the Arees, or Chiefs, are permitted to ufe it, and they never pre .. 
.pare it themfelves, but always keep a fervant, whofe fole bufinefs is 

2 (Gany .. 
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(Ganymede like) to prepare and adminifter this delicious potation 
to his mafter. He firft begins by chewing a fufficient quantity, 
till it is' well mafticated; this is put into a neat wooden bowl, 
made for the purpofe, and a fmall quantity of water being poured 
over, it is well fqneezed, and the liquor afterwards ftrained through 
a piece of cloth. The delicious beverage is now compleat, and is 
drank with the higheft relifh. 

This root is of an intoxicating nature, but feems to ftupifY". 
rather than exhilerate the fpirits. Its· effeCts are very pernicious,. 
if we may judge by the old prieft, who appeared greatly emaciated, 
and his body was covered with a white fcurf, which had the appear
ance of the leprofy. The wind ftill kept at North Eaft, and Eaft 
North Eaft; but from the 13th to the 16th, a very heavy fwell 
fet into the bay from the South Eaft, which caufed the vefTel to 
roll very much. 

On the J 4th, we perceived the natives very bufily employed on 
the hill, at the South Eaft extreme of the ifland; and by noon on 
the J 5th, their work was fo far advanced, that we could plainly 
difcern they were ereCting a houfe, though the diftance from us 
was very confiderable. The fame afternoon, all the canoes left 
both lhips, and not one returned in the evening, which, till now, 
had never been the cafe; for, as an intercourfe with women was 
allowed, (indeed it could not eafily be prevented) our people never 
failed to have a number on board every night. This made us fuf
peet that the people were tabooed, and our conjeCtures proved to 
be right; for during the whole of Fi ': 16th, not a fingle canoe ap
peared in the b;:J.y; but the fummit of the I1lvuntain round the 
new ereCted edifice, was perfectly crowded with people the whole 

day; 
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1786. day; and in the evening, a number of fires were lighted as near 
December. . 
\.....--v--J the place as the wind would permIt. 

In the morning of the 17th, we were in the fame quiet fituation; 
110t a canoe to be feen, but the hill [eemed pretty well cleared of 
its vifitants. About ten o'cluck in the forenoon, a man who was 
a .{hanger to us, came on board, bringing with him a very fmall 
pig, as a prefent, and a branch of the cocoa-palm to fix at the mafr 
head. This made us hope that the taboo was taken oft~ and the 
more, as all our hogs and vegetables were confumed. Soon after
wards our old acquaintance the prieft paid us a vifir, bringing a 
few trifles, as ufual, by wav of prefent, and for which he always 
go~ five times the value. We had firong'y fU!I)ected this old man 
to be the caufe of the taboo, as he Jeft the lhip on the 15th, feem
ingly much diffatisfied with fomething or other, and had not been 
near us till now; but we wt're convinced, that our conjectures were 
ill-founded, though he gave no fatisfaCtory account of the recent 
tranfaCtions on {hore; but kept repeating with great vociferation, 
and for a confiderable length of time, " Teereteere poonepcone, 
'Teereteere arreoura," or that the King was a liar, fcoundrel, and 
deceitful perfon; Poo71epoone and arreoura, being terms of re
proach. From this it was evident, that fomething had been tran
faCting contrary to eftablifhed cufiom, or the rules of the country. 
About noon, Teereteere came on board, bringing his ufual prefent 
of a hog, fome fiib, and a few cocoa-nuts. A number of canoes 
now came along-fide, from whom we bought a few hogs and vege
tables, but could obtain no fatisfaBory account from any of them 
why the taboo Was laid on. Some of them gave us to underfiand 
that there had been a [olemn feftival at the top of the mountain; 
and, if we underftood right, a human [acrifice offered, but whether 

a man 
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a man or woman, we could not learn. The women, however, 1786. 

ft· 1 d d fi ffi d h {h' December. were 11 tabooe ,an none u ere to come near t e IpS. ~ 

About midnight, our fmall bower-cable parted in a fudden guft 
of wind, on which we let go the beft bower. On heaving in the 
cable, we found it very much hurt, which we fufpeCted to be done 
by the foulnefs of the bottom. 

The former part of the 18th was fpent in fearching for our 
anchor, which we did not find till noon, the buoy being funk. 
No time was 10ft in attempting to get it on board; and about fix 
in the afternoon, we had nearly effeCted our purpofe, when a fud
den fquall coming on, fnapt the haufer which we had bent to that 
part of the cable remaining to the anchor, when it was almoft at 
the bows. This was a vexatious circumftance, and we were afraid 
that the recovering our anchor would be attended with difficulty, 
as the evening was lowering, and feemed to forebode tempeftuous 
weather; but as night came on, the fky cleared up, and the next 
morning proved fine, with little or no wind, fo that we got the 
anchor on board by eleven 0' clock. 

We now were fupplied with hogs and vegetables, in tolerable 
plenty, but no women were fuffered to come on board the {hips: 
the reafon for this, we underftood was, a woman had been deteCted 
eating pork on board one of the veffels. It feems the women 
are always tabooed from eating pork on {hore, and breaking 
through reftriCtions of this fort, is reckoned a crime of the -firft 
magnitude; nay, we were afilued, that the poor wretch had fallen 
a viCtim to the laws of her country, and had aCtually been offered 
as a facrifice, to appeafe, I fuppofe, the wrath of their gods, for fo 
heinous a crime. But befides this affair of the facrifice, there was 

o another 
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another motive, it feems, for the large concourfe of people we had 
fo lately feen at the top of the mountain, and which accounts for 
the ftriCt taboo laid on the natives, during the time of this general 
affembly. 

Teereteere had caufed the houfe I have mentioned at the top of 
the hill, to be built as a kind of repofitory, or frore-ho.ufe, for fuch 
articles as the natives might obtain in the courfe of their traffic 
with our veffels: when this was compleated, he caufed the bay to 
be tabooed, and convened a general aiTembly of the inhabitants at 
the top of this mountain, dire~ing them at the fame time, to bring 
whatever trade they had got, that it might be depofited in his new
ereCted edifice. This being effeaed, he found means, on fome 
pretext or other, to appropriate one-half of thefe ftores to his own 
ufe. We now no longer wondered at the old prieft venting his 
reproaches fo very liberally" as it was pretty evident Teereteere had 
exerted his authority contrary to the rules ofjuftice and equity. 

Though the little we faw' of thefe tranfactions, or what infor-' 
mation we got refpeCting them, is infufficient for me to draw any 
condufive determination as to their laws; yet of this we are cer
tain, that the horrid cuftom of offering up human facrifices, on 
certain occafions, aCtually exifts amongft thefe iDands, and that the 
King's authority is abfolute. 

It was evident, from our late misfortune, that we could not keep 
our prefent fituation without damaging the cables; fo that it was 
det~rmined to leave this il1and, and freer for Attoui the firft oppor
tumty. 

At 
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At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 19th, Captain Portlock 1786. 
J: ' h' h h' h d'd' fh December., made the fignal lor welg mg anc or, w IC we 1 In a ort~_ 

time, and il:o~d out of the bay with a moderate eaftelly breeze. 
After il:anding on for fome time, we could fee nothing of the King 
George following us, on which we wore, and il:retthed again into, 
the bay. On fpeaking Captain Portlock, we were informed that 
they had not yet purcha[cd their anchor, and were doubtful V\.Tllt-

ther they fhould be able to accomplifh it in the cOUl-[e of the even-
ing. However, we kept under an ea[y [ail, making lhort boards, 
till pail: eight o'clock, when Captain Portlock made the fignal for' 
us to anchor, 

Abm.it ten o'clock in the morriing of the 20th, the King George 
being a-weigh, we weighed and made fail, il:anding out of the bay, 
with a moderate breeze at North Eail:. By noon we were about, 
ten miles from the bay. We learnt from Captain Portlock, that 
the In;dians had cut his beil: bower-cable which had occafioned his 
delay the preceding evening, and this morning. Captain Portlock 
had Piapia, the King's nephew, on board, accompanied with the 
man who ufed to chew Ava for Teereteere, It feems Piapia was fo 
exceedingly attached to Captain Portlock, that he was determined 
to go with him to Pritane, as they call England; and the cup-' 
bearer was inclined to follow the fortunes of his young mafier. 
The day being fine, feveral canoes, filled with the relations and 
friends of thefe new voyagers, followed 'the King George to a con
fiderahle diftance from Whahoo; and when they took their leave 
of them for ever, as they thought, their grief W:-\5 expreffed in the 
moil: audible manner, wringing their hands, and making the moil: 
bitter lamentations all the time they were in fight of the veffe! : ' 
neither did Piapia, and his [crvant take leave of their friends and 
country, without expreffing fome degree of concern; but their 

regret 
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J7S6. regret was lefs at prefent, as their attention was, in a great mea-
~ [ure, taken up with the novelty of their fituation. 

We had light baffiing winds, till the evening of the 2 I ft, when a 
thong breeze came on at North Eaft, which brought us in fight
of Atoui, in the morning of the 22d. At noon our latitude was 
22 deg. 12 min. North; the Eaft point of land bore Eaft North 
Eaft, about fix miles diftant from {bore. The Hland Onehow 
Weft South Weft; Wymoa Bay, the place where we propofed to 
anchor, being to the Southward and Weftward. About two 
.o'clock, -being as yet confiderably to the Eaftward of our propofed 
anchoring place, we paffed over a good deal of {hoal water, having 
feldom more than five fathom, over a fandy bottom; the adjacent 
{hore, which was not more than two miles diftant, appeared level 
and well cultivated. 

About three o'clock, Captain Portlock let go his anchor, and we 
having bottom in twenty-five fathom, and at a convenient diftance 
from the King George, prepared to do the fame; _ which, though 
we did with all expedition, and veered out fifty fathom cable, the 
anchor did not bring us up: this made us conjecture that we had 
drove off the bank, and our opinion was confirmed on heaving the 
lead over, as we found no bottom with eighty fathom line. 
Whilft our anchor was purchafing, we unavoidably drifted to lee
wardJ fo that it was impracticable to make the fituation we firft 
intended. On this we made feveral boards, and about five o'clock 
came to in a very good fituation, near three miles N orth Weft of 
the King George, in eighteen and half fathom "vater, over a fandy 
bottom, inclining to mud. A long, low, [andy point to the South 
Weft, bearing Weft by South; the Eaftermoft point of the bay 
Eaft South Eaft; the mouth of a freih water river North Eaft by 

Eaft, 
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Eaft, rather more than a mile diftant from {hore. The Ifiand 1786• 
- December. 

Onehow South South Weft. 

Our tranfaClions at this place £hall be the fubjeCl: of my next. 
Thine, 

ATOUI, 1 
2'2d Dec. S 

W. B. 

LET T E R XXIV. 

A T 0 U I was the firft place Captain Cook anchored at, when 
_ thefe Wands were difcovered by him; fo that it was known 

to afford great plenty of hogs and vegetables: the former we 
wanted to cure for fea-frore, as the hogs we had bought fince our 
leaving Owhyhee afforded us little more than a daily fupply. 

Early in the morning of the 23d December, we were furrounded 
by a number of canoes, moft of them well loaded with taro, pota
toes, fugar-cane, ~dcocoa-nuts, and a good number of fine hogs. 
This plainly {hewed us, that the inhabitants knew we were come 
for a fupply of provifions, and had prepared themfelves accord
ingly. We found the roots much cheaper, and in greater plenty 
than at Whahoo; but finding we were defirous of buying large 
hogs, they were at firft exorbitant in their demands, at leaft in 
proportion to what we had given at the oth~r ifiands, on which we 

feemed 
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1786• feemed indifferent about the matter, and by this means loon 
D~ bought the largefi: hogs for one large, or two middling-fized toes. 

On all:' aiking for water, they prefently brought us fome very 
ex·:;:~, .!t, i:deed the beft by far we had hitherto met with. This 
kind of tcaffic was entirely new to them, and they very gladly fup
plied us on· the fame eafy terms we bought it for at Whahoo. 
Cocoa-nuts we found in the greateft plenty; the fettled price for 
them was five for an eightpenny nail. The fugar-cane was ex .. 
ceeding fine, and equally cheap. The taro here is by far the fineft 
of any we met with, and very plentiful; we commonly got five 
fine roots for an eightpenllY or tenpenny nail. This Wand pro .. 
duces no yams, and very little, if any bread-fruit. 

The weather till the 27th was moderate and fine; but on that 
day, a ihong breeze fprung up at Eaft North Eaft, and a heavy 
fwell fet in from Eaft South Eaft, right along fhore : we were 
moored with the ftream-anchor, and rode much eafier than at 
Whahoo; befides, the bottom here being free from rocks, we were 
under lefs anxiety in regard to our cables. 

The 28th, and part of the 29th, were wet and dirty; but towards 
evening, the fky brightened up, and the weather grew moderate 
and fine. 

T~i~ being Chrifimas, t~1~t. feafon of the year fo univerfally 
conVIVIal throughout the cIVIlIzed world, we fpent our time as 
agreeably, and with plenty of as good chear as we could procure, 
fuch as roaft pig, fea-pie, &c. &c. and to {hew our refined tafte 

• . .. I 

even 111 our lIquor, we no longer drank grog mixed with fimple 
water, but offered our Chriftmas libations in punch, mixed with 

the 
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the juice of the cocoa-nut, toafting our friends and iniftrefies in 
bumpers of this '-liquor, which, perhaps, ph:afed more on account 
of its novelty, than from any other circumfrance. 

The weather feldom continued fettled for more than a day toge
ther; fhong breezes at Eaft North Eaft, with a heavy South Eaft 
fwell, frequently intervening. 

By the 4th of January, 1787, we had falted and packed five 
puncheons of pork for fea-ftore; but hogs now grew rather fcarce, 
not that ~e fuppofed the fcarcity real, but owing to fome fcheme 
or other of the petty Chiefs. We had for fome time expeCted a 
vifit from the King, and been given to underftand, that his pre
fence, like a cornucopia, would teem with plenty; but his Majefty 
had not as yet thought proper to favour us fo far. 

Abbenoue, the Chief, whom we met with at Onehow laft year, 
was generally on board the King George, and being attached to 
Captain Portlock, caufed plenty of fine hogs to be rent him; but 
at prefent we found very little of his influence reach on board our 
veffe1. 

From the 5th to the 9th, the weather was in an unfettled ftate, 
the wind frequently £hifting to. the We!tward, but feldom blew 
from that quarter twelve hours together, and then only a moderate 
breeze. During this time, we were daily vifited by the natives, 
who kept bringing us a few hogs, with taro, cocoa· nuts, &c. but 
barely fufficient to fupply us from hand to mouth. 

Befides this traffic, which was carried on for neceifaries, the na
tives had a brifk trade for curiofities of various kinds, fuch as 

cloaks, 
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cloaks, caps, mats, fifhing-lines and hooks, necklaces, &c. &c. I 
probably may attempt to defcribe them at a future opportunity. 
They likewife brought great numbers of beautiful bird-frins, in 
excellent prefervation : thefe were generally made up in parcels. of 
ten each, by a wooden rkewer run through their beaks. On our 
wifhing to procure fome of them alive, we Coon found plenty of 
bird-catchers, and the living birds were fold nearly as cheap_as the 
preferved ones: they are near the fize of a robin,. the breaft and 
throat of a moil: beautiful lively red, with a long beak, the wings 
and back a deep brown. I am informed by Mr. Hogan, Surgeon 
of the King George, who I before obferved to thee, has ftudied 
Natural Hifiory, that they are a fpecies of the humming-bird. 
Thefe birds being purchafed by us with great avidity, the natives 
were induced to bring every thing of the kind they could lay hold 
of, among which was a {pedes of wild-duck. Captain Dixon, on 
feeing them, concluded the ifland afforded plenty of game~ and 
being fond of ihooting, took two or three opportunities of going 
on fhore with his gun, attended only by a fervant, in one of the 
Indian canoes. The man to whom the canoe belonged had been 
very affiduous in bringing off water, and fuch other articles for 
our ufe, as were in his power; indeed he had been greatly noticed 
by many of us, and treated kindly, particularly by Captain Dixon, 
on account of the great refemblance he bore to one of our people: 
the man [eemed highly fenfible of the preference given to h~m before 
his neighbours, and was not a little proud of his new office. 

The firft time our Captain went on {hore, he was apprehenfive 
that the natives, by crowding about him, would fpoil his diverfion ; 
but he found himfelf agreeably mifraken. Curiofity was excited in 
a much lefs degree here than at Whahoo; inftead of being [ur
rounded by crowds of idle, inquifitive gazers, the people generally 
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:fluck clofe to whatever employments they were engaged in, fuch as 
manufaCturing cloth, making lines, ropes, &c. fa that he traverfed 
the country with as much eafe, as he could have done in England. 
Contrary to his expeB:ation, he did not find game very plentiful, 
yet never returned without fome fpoils of the field, fuch as ducks, 
terns, a fpecies like ~ur water-hen, and various other kinds. 

By this time, the wood we procured at Whahoo began to grow 
{hort, on account of the conftant fires we were obliged to keep for 
heating water to fcald hogs, and various other purpofes .. On this 
we applied to the natives for fome, though without any fanguine 
hopes of our application being fuccefsful, as the mountains where 
the woods grow are farther up the country on this Wand, than at 
any of the others; however, our application was very _ fuccefsful, 
the natives to a man engaging in this traffic, and every individual 
bringing us more or lees of the article we wanted, though it was 
evident, from many poles and rafters brought for Sale, and which 
had been recently p'~ulled out of the ground, that their fences, and 
perhaps houfes, had been demoliilied for our accommodation, and I 
may fay, their profit; yet this proceeding ferves to £hew, that any 
thing whatever this Wand, or indeed any of the group aftords, may 
eafiIy be obtained, fo great is the value they fet on iron. 

The weather continuing unfettled, and the fupply of vegetables 
being infufficient to ferve us daily, it was determined to make 
Oneehow the firft opportunity: fo early in the morning of the 
'loth January, Captain Portlock made the fignal for weighing 
anchor. I have before obferved, that he lay farther out at fea than 
we did, fa that he was favoured with a good Eafterly breeze, at 
the fame time we were becalmed, and could not pollibly anfwer his 
fIg-naI. After making a: {hart board, finding the wind light and 
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1787. baffling, Captain Portlock came to anchor pretty near his old fitu-
Janu~ry. ation. 
~~ 

At five o'clock in the morning of the 11th, a [hong breeze 
fpringing up at Eaft South Eaft, we weighed and made fail, ftand
ing direCtly for Oneehow; the breeze continued during the fore. 
noon, with thunder, lightning, and rain. At noon, the Weft end 
of Atoui bore North 2 I deg. Eaft, feven leaguesdiftant; and the 
high land on the South end of Oneehow, South 70 deg. Weft. 
We fully expeCted to have anchored at Oneehow by three 0' c1oE:k, 
but before that time, the wind veered to the Weftward. which made 
~t impoffible for us to attempt it. 

From the 11th to the 18th, we had frefh Wefterly and Nor
therly breezes, light baffling winds intervening at times. 

On the 15th, the King George weathered the South point of 
Oneehow; and on the 16th, we loft fight of her, which made us 
conclude {he had come to an anchor: our veffel being very foul, 
could not work to windward equal to the King George, fo that we 
contented ourfelves in plying between the ifiands, making lon'ger or 
fuorter boards, as circumftances requ~red;. however, we could not 
help repining at our fituation, when compared with that of our 
fellow-voyagers; but the event fuewed, that they were far from 
being in an enviable fituation. During this time we took care to 
ftretch well to the Southward and Eaftward, a precaution whicla 
proved exceedingly neceffary ; for on the 19th,' a ftrong gale of 
wind came on at So-uth W eft~ with a very heavy crofs feal whicll . 
(ontinued till noon on the 21tL 

In 
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In the afternoon of the 20th, the weather being thick ~nd hazy, 1787. 

we 10ft fight of land, and did not fee it again till near noon on the C~ 
22dJ,. when Atoui bore from North IS deg. Eait, to North 55 deg. . 
Weft; diftant about four leagues. 

During this gale, we were under great apprehenfions for Cap
tain Portlock's fafety, as his fituatiol1 we knew muft be a very cri
tical one, no harbour at Oneehow affording the leaft {belter from 
a Southerly or Wefterly wind. But at one o'clock on the 22d, we 
faw the King George, to our great fatisfaCl:ion, bearing Weft by 
North, about three leagues diftant. 

From her fituation, it was evident, that /he had failed round 
Oneehow, and we did not doubt but that /he had been obliged, by 
the violence of the gal~, to flip, or cut her cables, and run to fea. 
The wind continued wefterly till the 25th, when it veered to South 
Eaft, and foon afterwards to N o,rth North Eall:; this being fa
.vourable for us, ·and likely to continue from that quarter, we again 
frood for OneehQw, and in the evening of the 26th, came to anchor 
in Yam Bay, in twenty-nine fathom water, over a fandy bottom; 
the extremes of Oneehow bore from South Eaft to North by Weft, 
a mile and half diftant from lliore; the 11land Tahoora South 48 
deg. Weft. 

During the 27th, the wind kept at North North Eaft, but blew 
fa frelli, that our fituation was by no means an eligible one. Our 
principal motive in coming to Oneehow was, to procure a fupply 
of yams, they being the only root this illand affords, which will 
keep for any time; but the furf ran fa high, that very few canoes 
ventured off to us. The fame reafon operated againft our attempt
ing to fearch for the anchors left here by Captain Portlock. The 
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King George laying near two miles from us, we hove up our anchor 
in the morning of the 28th, and after making a few boards, came 
to with our beft bower, in twenty-feven fathom water, over a bot
tom of fand, mixed with coral, about two miles diftant from iliore, 
and at a convenient diftance from the King George. O,!lr fears 
for Captain Portlock during the gale, were but too well founded; 
he had been reduced to the necefiity of cutting his cables, and run
ning to fea; and though he embraced the moft favourable oppor
tunity of doing this, yet he had barely room to weather the break
ers at the North point of the bay. This was a moft ftriking leffoll, 
for us, in regard to our future conduCt, and pointed to us the ma
nifeft impropriety of murmuring at---may I be allowed to fay?--
the difpenfations of Providence !----Had we been fortunate enough 
to have made Yam-Bay at the time the King George did, 'tis im
pollible to fay what our fituation would have been, or where we 
might have drove, when neceffity forced us to quit it: but few of 
us were philofophers enough to"'fcknowledge with the Poet, that 

" The ways of Heaven are dark and intricate, 
" Puzzl'd in mazes and perplex'd in errors, 
" Our underftanding traces 'em in vain, 
" Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitlefs [earch; 
" Nor fees with how much art the windings run, 
" Nor where the regular confufion ends." 

'Tis impoffible for me, when circumftances of this fort are 
imm:diately before mye.yes, to avoid moralizing in fome degree, 
ef~eclally when I meet WIth a fet of men who at~ribute any foppaJed 
evIl that befals them to mifconduB; any temporary fuccefs to good-
fortune, entirely forgetting, that 'tis a gracious Providence who 
" d,ireCts, impels, and rules the whole." -

2 
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I £han therefore, in future, make no kind of apology for digref
fions of this fort, however foreign they: ma.y be to my narration, as 
I am fenfible thou wilt make every kind allowance for the imper
fections of thy affured friend" 

ONEEHO-W,1. 

291h Jan. S 

LET T.E R'· XXV" 

w. B .. 

I N the afternoon of the 28th of January, the wind veered to' 
the Weftward', blowing a frefh breeze; this made us appre

hend a return of unfettled weather, and experience having taught 
us, that there was no laying here with a Wefrerly.wind, it was; 
determined to get to fea, £bould the breeze continue from that: 
quarter. 

On the 29th, about two o'clock, the wind frill Wefrerly, Captain 
Portlock made the fignal for weighing anchor: by three we made' 
fail, and frood along the coaft, intending to frretch well to the 
Southward and Eaftward, that at all events, we might keep clear of 
the land 

During the 30th) the weather was tolerably fine, and the wind 
fhifting to North Weft) it was j~dged proper to make Wymoa-Bay, 
AtOUI, which we did, and came to anchor about eleven o'clock, 
about two miles. to the Eaftward of our old fituation, in twenty.:-

five 
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1787. five fathom water, over a fandy bottom; the extremes of the land 
February. f N I ~ rom South Eaft by Eaa to Weft three quarters ort 1. 

On the 31ft, we moored with both bowers, determining to fray 
here whilft the weather permitted, this bay being greatly preferable 
to the road at Oneehow; and as it was yet too foon by fix weeks for 
us to think of profecuting our Voyage to the Northward, the 
objects of our prefent concern were to fiation the veffels where they 
could lie with moil fafety, and at the fame time, where the beft 
fupply of provifions and water could be procured; on thefe latter 
accounts, if we except the article of yams, Atoui was by far the 
moft defirable fituation now within our reach. 

From the 1ft to the 8th of February, we had light variable 
winds, with fine moderate weather. The veffels now laying much 
nearer to each other than before" we frequently were favoured with 
Abbenoue's company; with the help of a few prefents, he be
came our very' good friend, and we frequently found the good 
effa'l:s of his influence, which was not a little, in getting our 
various wants fupplied. 

Abbenoue is of a middle fize, and appears to he about fifty years 
old: when we fii.-ft faw him at Oneehow, his body was almoft 
covered with a white fcurf, and hIS eyes feemed weak, occafione~ by 
an immoderate ufe of the Ava; but he then difcontinued the 
drinking it, at our requefi. The good effects of this mode
ration were vifibly feen, for his ikin began to refume its fonner 
colour, his eyes looked frelli and lively, and he had altogether 
the appearance of health and vigour. He has a fon named 
Tyheira, whofe authority feemed pretty extenfive, and who feemed 
~qua11y folicitous to render us friendly offices; but he was far 

from 
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from poffeffing the aCtivity or intelligent powers of his father, nor 
was his· friendfhip of the fame free, difinterefted kind, all his 
aCtions evidently being influenced by mercenary, interefted views; 
and to effeCtually fecure his attachment, it was fometimes necdfary 
to have recourfe to a bribe, and he would accept of a fmall toe, or 
even a nail, fooner than mifs a Matano, or prefent. Befides the 
friendly offices of Abbenoue and Tyheira, we had frequent vi fits 
from two other Chiefs, who frequently fupplied us with hogs and 
vegetables; their names were Toetoe, and Nomaitahaite; but the 
latter was always known by us under the denomination of Long. 
lhanks, from his being i'emarkably tall and thin, and his legs and 
thighs appearing too long for his body. Toetoe is well advanced 
in years, and appears greatly debilitated by the immoderate ufe of 
Ava, but unlike Abbenoue, he cannot form a refolution to leave it 
off. He appears to' pollefs a very large portion of taro plantations, 
and fupplied us with larger quantities of that root, than any of 
the other Chiefs, and was always perfectly fatisfied with whatever 
was offered him in return. 

Long-fhanks alfo, was very affiduous in fupplying our wants; 
and though his authority is greatly inferior to that of Abbenoue, 
or Toetoe, yet we found him extremely ufeful on many occafions ; 
though it mufr be confem:d, that like Tyheira, he was mercenary 
in his demands, and continually begging fomething or other,. by 
way of Matano. I had forgot to obferve, that we had been fre
quently vifited by a brother of the King, who always came i,n a 
fine large double canoe, attended by a number of inferior Chiefs; 
but, whether traffic was reckoned beneath his dignity, or from I 
know not what motive, he feldom brought any thing with him to 
difpofe of; fa that curiofity, no doubt, principally induced him to 
vifit us. His daughter, a fine child about {even years old, generally 
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a10ng with him; he treated her with a fondl1efs trulypater~alJ 
carrying her for the mofr part in his arms, and when fatigued, his 
attendants anxioufly ihove which {hould have the honour of bear
ing little Mifs, till the father again reaffumed his pretty charge. 
On expreffing a defire to come on board, lhe was hande~ over the 
fide with the utmoft care, and when on board, was never fuffered 
to frand on the deck, but always kept in the arms of her father, or 
one of the attendants, who, we underftood, was a relation. Cap
tain Dixon made her a prefent of a bead Eraie, or necklace, with 
which {he was wonderfully pleafed. 

The attention and tendernefs fllewn to this little girl, fo totally 
different from what we had hitherto feen, gave us an idea of the 
manner in which the female children of the Arees are treated, and 
may ferve to throw fome light on the general charaCter of thefe 
people. 

. -
For fome days we were fupplied by the Chiefs I have juft men-

tioned, with a few hogs, taro, &c. fufficient, as they thought, for 
our daily confumption; none of the petty Chiefs, or common 
people coming near us. Abbenoue informed us, that the people 
were tabooed, and that nobody durft bring any thing to fell, not 
even water, till the King had paid us a vifit, which 'he propofed to 
do very {hortly. 

\Ve 'never could learn the tI:ue cauCe of this taboo being It1id on, 
and which it fecms did not extend to the principal Chiefs; though 
if we compare it to the fame fituation at Whahoo, under fimilar 
circurilftances, there is good reafon to fuppofe, that it is done in 
order to exaCt fome tribute or acknowledgment from the people, 
for the privilege of trading with us. " 

On 
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On the 5th of February, the King paid us his promifed vifit. 
He came in a large double canoe, attended by a number of Chiefs, 
exclufive of the men who p;:tddled the canoe. Amongfr the at
tendants was Piapia, who, I informed thee, Captain Portlock 
brought from W hahoo. It feems Piapia had taken fuch a liking 

. to his fituation, that he was determined to fray at Atoui, and had 
entirely given up his intention of going to Prit~me. Indeed Cap
tain Portlock gueffed this would be the cafe, and on that account 
the more readily brought him from Whahoo. His defire to leave 
his native country originated, no doubt, from a love of novelty; 
and this love of novelty, or variety, call it which thou wilt, fhews 
itfelf amongfr young people, ,.in a greater or lefs degree, . in the 
moil: civilized part of the world. 

The keen edge of this novelty was a good deal wore off, before 
we anchored at Atoui, and when Piapia went on fhore there, and 
found himfelf in the midfr of his friends and relations, whom he 
had not feen for a confiderable time, fome of them perhaps not 
at all, 'tis no wonder that the little predilection he now had for 
his new voyage, was entirely deftroyed; and that he fhould refol ve 
to take up his abode with his former friends. 

But to return to hjs Majefry :---his name, if I underftood him 
right, is Tiara; he is a good-looking middle. aged man, and favours 
Teereteere, King of Whahoo, whore brother, it feems, he is very 
much, but he appears to be a inan of fuperior knowledge, and 
a better capacity. He afked many quefrions about the veffel: 
In what manner we freered her? How we managed the fails? &c. 
He admired the compafs very much, and feemed to comprehend, 
that it was our guide to various parts of the world: he was par
ticularlyanxious to know which part of the compafs pointed to-
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wards Pritane, and how far it was off: in fhort, he was very in
quifitive i many of his queftions were remarkably pertinent, and [0 

far from being afked merely to gratify an idle curiofity, (though 
even then they would have been natural enough) that they mani
feiled an eager defire of information, and evidently fhewed, that 
the queftioner was poffeffed of ftrong natural abilities. 

Before his Majefty left the vella, Captain Dixon made him a 
prefent of a few toes, and fome beads, which pleafed very much, and 
he told us the taboo {hould be taken off, and the people fuffered 
to trade with us as before. He was as good as his word, and in a 
day or tw01 things were in their former channel, the natives bring-
ing us hogs, taro, fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, plantains, water, curi
ofities, &c. as ufllal.. 

I have before obferved, that the weather was moderate and 
fine; and that this opportunity might be improved to the beft ad'
vantage, the carpenters of both veffels were very bufily employed 
in caulking the decks, fides, and wherever occafion required i the 
ftern, and quarter-boards were frefh painted, and the fides paid 
with a compofition of pitch, tar, and oil. The rigging was over
hauled, and any occafional repairs made that were found neceffary ;. 
and that nothing might be omitted which could poffibly ~onduce· 
towards perfealy eftablifhing the health of our fhips companies, 
and enable us to profecute the approaching feafon with vigour, an 
agreement was made with Abbe~oue for our people to recreate 
themfelves on {hore, without being molefted by the natives; he 
alfo was to provide fufficient refreIhments for them, when 
there. 

I was 
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I was on £hore in one of thefe parties of pleafure; an account of 
which excurfion, and the fumptuous dinner provided for us by 
Abbenoue, -£hall be the fubjeCt of my next. Mean while believe 
me to be fincerely thine, 

ATOUI, } 
9th Feb. 

LETTER 
• 

W. B. 

XXVI. 

I F my memory ferves me right, I promifed thee, at the conclu
fion of my laft, fome account of an excurfion I had made on 

£hore at Atoui, and the reception I met with there. Promifes, in 
tny humble opinion, whatever the generality of the world may 
think, fhould ever be held facred and inviolable; therefore I £hall 
endeavour to fulfil mine, in the beft manner I am able. 

The weather, in the morning of the 9th of February, being fine, 
I went along with Mr. White, and feveral of our people, to take a 
day's recreation on £hore. When we got near. the beach, the furf 
ran fo high, that we brought our boat to an anchor two cables 
length from it; but our good friend Abbe~oue had taken care to 
provide againft this inconvenience, and got a number of his people 
ready with canoes to land us, which they did as fafely, and with as 

" much expedit~on, as a London Waterman could do at Tower 
Stairs. 

We 
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We landed clofe by the frefh water river I mentioned when we 
firft came to anchor at this ifland, and which bore nearly North 
Eaft from the fhips. Before we walked into the country, Abbenoue 
took us to a place hard by, in order to fhew us what was preparing 
for our dinner. We here found fome of his fervants cleaning a 
very fine hog, which he told us was to be baked, together with 
fome taro; and that he hoped there would be arouarou, or, great 
plenty. We affured him there would be quite fufficient for us alII 
which feemed to pleafe him greatly; and he cautioned us not to 
walk too far, as dinner would be ready by twelve o'clock: this he 
explained by pointing to the fun; after which, Abbenoue left the 
management of the feaft to Tyheira, as he wanted to be on board 
the fhips. 

Having frequently heard our peopie who had been on fhore fpeak 
of a village, called by the natives A :rappa, where a great number 
of people were commonly employed in manufaeturing cloth, curi
ofity prompted me to walk to that place firft, as I found it was not 
more than three miles diftant, fo that I could eafily get back by 
Tyheira's dinner-time. Great numbers of the inhabitants crouded 
about us, when we firft landed, but our people walking different. 
ways, juft as fancy or inclination led them, the natives were divided 
into different parties, and. I was very little incommoded in my 
walk. One man was partIcularly affiduous in rendering me any 
little fervices; he not only offered to fhew me the way to A Tappa, 
but to atte.nd me the whole day, for a large nail: though I fully 
e~peaed hIm to run away from me after he got his nail, which he 
ftipulated to receive before we fet out, yet I determined to try him, 
a~d at t~e fame time endeavoured to fecure his fidelity, by pro
mIfing hlm a Matano in the evening. 

The 
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The country, from the place where we landed to A Tappa, is 
tolerably level, and for -the [pace of two mi~es, very dry. The 10il 
here is a light red earth, and with proper cultivation, would pro
dute excellent potatoes, or any thirrg that fuits a dry foil; but at 
prefent, it is entirely covered with long coarfe gr,fs: the in~1abi
tants, I fuppofe, finding plenty of ground near their habitations, 
more conveniently fituated for their various pm·poCes. So far, the 
fpace from the beach to the foot of the mountains, is about two 
miles in breadth; but from hence to A Tappa, it grows gradually 
narrower, till it terminates in a long fandy point, which I have 
already obferved, is the Weft extreme ofWymoa Bay. 

A Tappa is a pretty large village, fituated behind a long row of 
cocoa-nut trees, which afford the inhabitants a mof! excellent iliel
ter from the fcorching heat of the noon-day fun. Amongil: there 
cocoa-trees is a good deal of wet fwampy ground, which is well 
laid out in plantations of taro and fugar-cane. 

I had laid my account in feeing their method of manufacturing 
cloth; but here I was miftaken; a number of our people, prompt
ed by the fame curiofity as myfelf, were got to A Tappa before me, 
where" Labour frood fufpended as we paffed." The peolJle flocked 
eagerly about us; fome afking us to repofe oudetves under the 
fuady branches of trees planted about their doors; others running 
to the trees for cocoa-nuts, and prefenting them to us with eve: y 
mark of kindnefs and good-nature; in fhort, every inhabitant of 

. the village ~as fully employed, either in relieving our wants, or 
gratifying their curiofity in looking at us. 

Whilft a party of us were bufied at the door of one of thefe kind 
ftrangers, I heard a rattling of ftones, as if thrown with violence; 
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and at the fame moment all the natives ran away from us with pre· 
cipitation. On turning about, I faw Tyheira coming towards us J 

it {eems he was afraid that the people would be troublefome by 
crouding about us, and on that account he took this method of 
dtiying them away. This was the moil convincing proof I had 
hitherto feen, of the very great power the Arees have over the 
common people. Any of the !tones thrown by Tyheira were at 
leail fufficient to have lamed anyone they might happen to hit; 
yet the natives bore it with the moil patient fubmiffion. 

Tyheira informed us, that by the time we got back to our land. 
ing-place, dinner would be ready. For this piece of intelligence, , 
we were obliged to him; but he prefently fpoiled all, by {oliciting 
very earnefily for a Matano: however, it was not worth while to 
refufe him, fo he collected fix or eight nails, which {atisfied him 
very well for the prefent. 

The day being very fultry, we walked leifurely back, and I re
turned by a different path from that I had taken, in going to 
A Tappa. On examining the grafs, which in moil: places is higher 
than the knee, I found it not altogether of a rough coarfe fort, but 
intermixed with various forts of flowers, together with different 
graffes, of the meadow kind; fo that I have no doubt, with proper 
management, it would make excellent hay. By the time I got on 
the beach, dinner was nearly ready, and a large houfe, which Ab
benoue had for il:owing away his canoes, was appropriated for our 
reception. 

During this time, Tyheira was bufilyemployed in collecting our 
people together, which having done, he ordered dinner to be ferved 
up. It would have excited the laughter of a tavern-cook, 111 no 
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{mall degree, had he [een our dinner brought in; and I can a(fure 1787. 
. February. thee, the fight added greatly to my entertamment. '--v---I 

There were no Iefs than four fervants concerned in this bufi
nefs; one brought in a large calabafh of water; another, a parcel 
of cocoa-nuts; a third, a bowl full of fine baked taro; and the laft, 
ufhered in by TYl1eira himfdf, brought, the hog, laid very decently 
on a large circular wooden difh. This done, the laft man, who 
appeared to be the head cook, poured fome water over the hog, 
and rubbed it with his hands, letting us underftand, that by this 
means he iliould make excellent gravy. This part of the cere
mony we could well have difpenfed with, but it could not be 
avoided, without offending our haft; and indeed our appetites, at 
this time, were not remarkably delicate; for my own part, I eat 
an exceeding hearty dinner, and I believe moft of the party fol
lowed my example. AU this time, Tyheira's attendants were ready 
to open cocoa-nuts for us, whenever we required to quench our 
thirft, and in iliort, paid every attention we could have expected, 
had we dined at a guinea ordinary. 

Twill take an opportunity of defcribing their method of cooking 
hereafter; this I can tell thee, that the hog was done to a turn, as 
cooks phrafe it: the taro much better baked than we could polli
bly do it on board; and the whole rep aft, (if we except the method 
of making gravy) was managed with a degree of decency and cleal1-
linefs, little to be expeCted in a place fa very remote from civilized 
refinements, and where nature and necellity alone have furnifhed 
the utenfils for preparations of this fort. 

After dinner I was determined to make an excunlon in a dif
ferent part of the country to that where I had been in the morning; 

and 
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ant\ the valley along the river fide feeming to promife the greateft 
variety of any part within my reach, I fixed on that for my after
noon's ramble. 

When I got on the b;mks of the river, one of the natives was 
paddling backwards and forwards in a fmall canoe, feemingly for 
his amu[ement: on this it occurred to me, that a cruize by water 
would be an agreeable variety, and perhaps give me an opportunity 
of feeing part of the country on the oppolite fhore, and more efpe
cial1y, as on the fide of the hill directly facing me, there was a 
high wooden pile, feemingly of a quadrangular form, which I 
wii11ed to examine. A couple of nails engaged my new waterman, 
and he took me with pleafure for a paffenger. 

I could not prevail on the man to land me near the place I have 
juft been fpeaking of; he gave me to underftand, that the pile I was 
defirous to fee ~as a Morai, or place where they buried their dead, 
and that he durft not go near it. 

Being difappointed in my expectation of examining this burying 
place, I directed the man to paddle leifurely up the river, that I 
might have an opportunity of viewing the furrounding profpecb 
which prefented themfelves to me, though thefe are very confined, 
the vall.ey being not more than a mile over, in its wideft part, and 
narrowmg gradually as you advance ~igher up. 

. The river is not one hundred yards over, in the wideft part, but 
111 .many places much narrower; it glides along in a fmooth pel
~uCld fiream, f~arce~y perceptible, though this, I fhould imagine, 
IS not the cafe m ramy weather, as the Eaftern ihore is freep and 
rocky. 

Thefe 
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Thefe rocks feern to be in a great meafure covered with a thin 
firata of the light red earth I have before fpoke of, and which, I 
doubt not, is wafhed into the river beneath by every hally fhower 
of rain; fo that the water of this j·iver is frequently muddy, and 
its {lream rapid; how far it branches out into the Wand, I cannot 
·fay., but there is reafon to fuppofe, from the appearance of the coun
try, that its fource is derived nearly from the center of the ifiand~ 

After we had proceeded about half a mile up the river, my man 
jumped haftily out of the canoe, without giving me the leaft notice,. 
by which means it was near being upfet. 1 was not alarmed at this. 
~ircumftance, as the water was not out of my depth; but.I was 
rather furprifed to hear Berre~ Berre, called aloud, by a voice which 
I had fame know ledge of: on looking round, I faw one of the natives 
making haftily towards us, through the water, and the fame mo
ment recognized the man I engaged t~ attend me in the morning. 
I had miffed him during dinner time, and not feeing him after
wards, concluded he had left me; but it feerns the Matano I had 
Fromifed him, operated fo powerfully, that he had watched my 
mo~ions the whole afternoon,. and now j:ook an opportunity to. 
remind me of his diligence in attending me, and his concern for 
my we~fare whil1! on the water. 

My waterman (if I may fa call the man who belonged to the 
canoe) now got into her, and we proceeded up the river; he jump
ed out only to bale the water, which, being leaky, file made pretty 
faft. By the time we had cruized about two miles up the river, 
the afternoon was· pretty far fpent; this made me think of return
ing, efpecially as the. valley which lies to the Weft of the river, 
and through which I muft pafs in my way to the beach, feemcd to 
l'romife a good deal of variety. 

R. The. 
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'The land on the Eaft fide of the river is here much eafier of 
acce1s, than down at the Morai; fo that I might have taken a walk 
into that part of the c-ountry, had time permitted. This, however, 
not being the cafe, I was obliged not only to relinquifh that, but 
a1fo my original intention, of tracing the river to its [ource, though 
from what I could difcern, the paiTage is not fufficiently level for 
canoes much farther up the country thim where I was at prefent, 
.and which may be called about two miles from the fea-fide. 

Havino- difmiiTed the canoe, I went t-owards a firaggling village. 
b . 

at a fmall diftance from the river; here I met feveral of our people, 
who had walkr;:d up the valley amongfr the plantations. 

Some of them had been a confiderable diftance farther up, but 
none fo far as the river head; they confirmed me, however, in my 
conjeCture, that it was not navigable for canoes more than- half a 
mile higher up. • 

We learnt that this village was the place of Abbenoue's refi
dence, and were {hewn feveral houfes which belonged to him; but 
that he had not been on !hore fince the morning, having been all 
the day with Popote, or Captain Portlock. 

There are a number of houfes fcattered here and there all the 
way, from this village to the beach; and as we walked leifurely 
along, the inhabitants were continually preffing us to fiop a while, 
and repo[e ourfelves under the trees, whi~h generally grow about 
their habitations. It was evident that this was not done merely to 
gratify a wild impatient curiofity, but proceeded from a kindnefs 
and good-natured hofpitality, which did them infinite credit ... A 
heart-felt joy was vifibly feen in the countenance of anyone whofe 

houCe 
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boule we happened tQ !lop at, and the whole family would croud 
about \16, bringing cocoa-nuts to quench our thidl:, fanning fuch 
of us as feemed fatigued with walking, ana in {hort, feduloufiyen
eeavouring to render us .eW1.fy kind office in their power • 

.... 

The valley all the way we walked along to the beach, is entirely 
planted with taro; and thefe plantations are laid out with a great 
tieal of judgment. 

The ground is very low, and the taro grounds are entirely cover
ed with water, andfurrounded with trenches, fo that they. can 
,either .bedrained, or freib watered, from the river at pleafure. 
They are laid out in a variety of forms, according to the fancy of 
the different owners, whofe various lhares are marked with the 
moil: fcrupulous exaCtnefs: thefe are interfeCted at convenient dif
tances by raifed foot-paths, about two feet wide. I fuouldobferve, 
that thefe plantations range entirely along the river-fide, and the' 
houfes I have been [peaking of are fituated to the Weftward of 
the extreme path'. The trees, which are pretty numerous about 
the houfes, are generally the cloth mulberry. 

The houfes, and whatever eIfe 'I faw worthy of noti-ce, fuall be 
tIle fubjeCt of a futute letter;. at prefent I {hall clofe the fubjea, 
by obferving, that whether we regard the found judgment and (I 
had almoft faid fcientific) frill with which thefe grounds are laid 
-out, or the clofe attention and unremitting diligence fuewn in their 
-cultivation, in either of thefe points of view, they would reflect 
credit even on a Britijh hufbarulman. 

By the time we got to the beach, the day was far fpent; our 
boat was already come for us, and lay at anchor much in the fame

fituation, 
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fituation as in the morning. - Great numbers of the natives were 
collected together on the beach; many to take their leave of us, 
and others were very importunate for a Matano, amongft whom 
was the man I engaged to attend me in the morning: he got two 
nails from me, with which he was perfeCtly fatisfied, a poor reward, 
thou wilt fay, for a long, wearifome day's attendance! However, it 
ferved to remind me of thofe good old Englifh times, when the 
diligent labourer had the alternative of a penny, or a peck of wheat 
for his day's hire. 

Abbenoue's people attended with their canoes, to paddle us 
through the furf to our boat, as i/.1 the morning, and we got fafe 
011 board foon after (un-fet. 

The pleafure I experienced during this day's excurfion, is infi
nitely fuperior to any thing of the kind I ever met with; and if 
this imperfect account gives thee- the leaft fatisfaClion, it will frill 
heighten that of thy affured friend, 

ATOUI, l 
I nh Feb. 5 

\V. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 

H A VING given thee an account of my excurfion at Atoui, 
I {hall now return to our tranfaCl:ions on board. 

Towards the 8th of February, the weather grew clofe and fultry, 
attended with a good deal of lightning. In the night of the 9th, a 
freih breeze fprung up from the Southward; and at five o'clock 
the next morning, we parted our {mall bower cable twenty-one 
fathom from the anchor. 

We frill had a fhong Southerly breeze, and an increafing fwell, 
fo that any efforts to recover our anchor would have been ineffec
tual; all that we could do at prefent was to leave two or three 
buoys as near as we could guefs where the anchor lay, the buoy 
which was ftreamed when we came to anchor being funk. 

During the afternoon and evening of the loth, our fituation was 
very difagreeable: the weather was very fqually, with thunder, 
lightning, and heavy rain, the wind blowing ftrong at South Weft 
and South South Weft; fo that if neceffity had forced us to 11ip 
our cable, there was no probability of clearing the land. 

In the afternoon of the 11th, the wind veered to the We!l:ward, 
and grew more moderate, which lowered the fwell greajly. Though 
the fea ran very high, our friend Long-fhanks came off to us this 
afternoon, bringing fome taro along with him; he did not f:l~l to 

I magnif¥ 
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magnify this piece of fervice, and was rewarded accordingly, though 
we were not without roots, having luckily bought a large quantity 
of taro before the bad weather came on. 

The weather being fo exceedingly unpromifing, it was deter
mined to leave this place; fo at three o'clock in the morning of 
the 12th, Captain Portlock making fignal, we weighed anchor, and 
made fail, ftretching to the Southward with a light breeze at 
North Weft. 

From the 12th to the 15th, we kept plying towards Oneehow, 
but were prevented from making it, by light variable winds. 
During this time, we had clofe, fuItry, cloudy weather. 

In the forenoon of the 16th, a frelli breeze fpringing up at 
.North Eaft, we ftood right for Oneehow; and in the afternooI}t 
cc1me to anchor in Yam Bay, in twenty-nine fathom water, over a . 
fandy bottom; the extremes of the bay bore from S~uth 20 deg. 
Eaft to North 15 deg. Eaft; the body of Oreehoura North 40 deg. 
Eaft; and Tahoura South '30 deg. Weft, about two miles diftant 
from £hore. 

Our grand objet\: at this place was to recover the anchors which 
Captain Portlock left here; fo at day-break in the morning of the 
J 7th, the boats from both £hips were fent to fearch for them: 
fortunately the weather was moderate, and the fea tolerably fmooth, 
fo that by two o'clock in the afternoon, the King George had got 
both her anchors on board, which was a moft lucky circumftance. 
and more efpecially, as the anchor we had left at Atoui might almoft 

. be given over for loft. 

2 

During 
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During this time, we were bulily employed on board, in pur-
chafing yams and water from the natives, who had attended us 
pretty numeroufiy, ,and brought a good quantity of yams, which 
proved a very feafonable fupply, moil: of our roots being expended. 

About three o'clock in th~ afternoon, the wind fhifting to ,the 
Southward, :we weighed anchor, and ftretched towards the North 
Weft, intending,fuould Southerly winds continue, to make Atoui, 
through the paffage by Oreehoura, and try to recover our anchor,; 
hut we now had frefil reafon to fuppofe, that the wind near thefe 
ifiands is always variable; for from the 17th to the 23d, we had 
light variable winds, frequent calms intervening, fo that we kept 
ftanding to the Northward and Eaftward, making longer or {horter 
boards, as occafloOn required. Atoui generally bore about South 
South Eaft, and Oneehow, South Weft. 

... l 

Whilft we were plying in this uncertain ftate, we had an oppor-
tunity of viewing the North Coaft of Atoui, or that part of the 
ifiand direCtly oppofite Wymoa Bay. The fhore down to the wa
ter's edge, is in general mountainous, and difficult of accefs: I 
could not fee any level ground, or the leail: fign of this part of the 
Wand being inhabited, at leaft by any confiderable number of peo
pie; (0 that there is every rearon to fuppofe the South fide of the 
ifiand contains nearly the whole of the inhabitants. 

During the 24th and 25th, we had moderate weather, and gene
Tally light winds; a frefh breeze at Eait North Eail: fometimes 
interv~ning. 

,., 

In the morning of the 26th, we worked through the paffage 
between Oreehoura and Atoui. At noon, the extremes of the 

latter 
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latter ifland bore from North to North S8 deg. Eaft; and Onee .. 
how Weft, 8 deg. South. 

In the afternoon, and the whole of the 27th, we had frefh vari
able breezes; but the forenoon of the 28th, being fine, and the 
wind blowing a moderate breeze from the Eaftward, we came to 
anchor in \\'ymoa Bay, in thirty-feven fathom water, over a fandy . 
bottom. 

OUf motive for coming to this plaee was to fearch for our 
anchor, and the whale-boat was immediately hoifted out for that 
pUt'pofe; but all our endeavours were ineffectual, though we had 
taken exact bearings of the place where it was loft, and the water 
was tolerably fmpoth: the buoys we had left were either drifted 
away, or ftolen by the natives. 

The weather during the 1ft of March was moderate and fine, fo 
that we hoped to procure a fupply of hogs and vegetables; but the 
inhabitants we found were tabooed, and nobody came near us 
except a few of the inferior Chiefs, who brought us a fmall quan
tity of taro. 

We had reafon to fuppofe, from every information we were aple 
to procure, that the King grew tired of us, and had tabooed the 
people, in order to prevent any refreihments being brought on 
board the veffels~ thinking from our frequent vifits, that we in
tended to fettle at Atoui: indeed appearances might w~rrant a 

fuppofition of this kind. We had repeatedly anchored on their 
coaft; cruized backwards and forwards, in fight of their il1and;. 
anchored there again; and, in fuOl·t, been long enough amongfr· 

them 



NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

them to encourage a fuppofition, that we wifhed to fix our abode 
at this defirable fpot. 

If thefe motives aCtually induced Tiara to taboo the inhabitants, 
and I make no doubt but they did, it confirms what I have already 
faid, refpeCting his good fenfe and penetration; nay, the moft 
refined politician could not take a better method to drive away any 
unwelcome intruders, and whom at the fame time he could not 
~penly quarrel with, than by flarving them out---But to return : 

The wind on the 2d fhifting to the Weftward, we weighed anchor 
at eight o'clock in the evening, and ftood out to fea; it was very 
fortunate for us that we did fo, for the next day proved very 
fqually, with heavY-rain; the wind nearly South Weft. At noon, 
Atoui bore from North North Eaft to North 25 deg. Weft; and 
Oneehow from North 60 deg. Weft to 80 deg. Weft; about fix 
Jeagues diftant. The afternoon proving thick and foggy, we loft 
light of both iflands. 

The fame foggy weather continued during the 4th and 5th, with 
ftrong Wefterly gales of wind, and heavv rain, attended with a 
very heavy crofs fea: this made m judge it moft prudent to lay to, 
as we were not certain how the currents fet, and were unwilling to 
ftand out far from the land. 

In the morning of the 5th} we faw Atoui, which bore from 
Weft to Weft South Weft; and Whahoo, South South Eail. 
Towards the afternoon, the weather grew moderate, and the peo
ple were employed in getting in a new jigger-maft, the old one 
being carried away: fome iron work being required; the armourer 
was bufily employed about it, when a fudden roll of the fhip 
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1787. threw his anvil over-board. This was looked on as a very bad 
March., ac~ident as we had few toes ready made, and we knew they would 

'--v---J ' 
be fingularly ufeful in our future traffic. 

During the 6th and 7th, we had frdh Wefterly breezes. In the 
morning of the 7th, Captain Dixon went on board the King 
;George, and· on h~s return, we fleered Eaft South Eaft, our Cap
tains having determined, if the wind kept to the Southward and 
Wefiward, to make Owhyhee; but all hopec; of this fort quickly 
vanillied, for in the forenoon of the Bth, the wind veered to Eall 
North Eaft. 

During the 9th and loth, we plied to windward, expeCting to 
:find the wind fEll variable; but it now feemed fet in for a con
frant fteady trade, [0 that in the forenoon of the I I th, we gave up 
.any intention of making Owhyhee~ and ftretched again to the 
South Weft. 

Being favoured with a brilk, fteady, Eafierly breeze, early in the 
afternoon, we were within two miles of the North Weft fide of 
Whahoo. On feeing a fmall village a little to the Weftward, we 
Jay to about three hours, expelling the inhabitants would bring us 
fome hogs and vegetables, and more efpeciall y, as this was a part of 
the ifiand we had not been near before, but we had only two fma11 
.canoes came near us, and they bringing 1ittle or nothing, at five 
o'clock we made fail, and ftood to the Weftward. 

The extremes of Whah00 now bore from South So deg. Eail:, 
to South 35 deg. Weft; diftant about three leagues. Excepting 
the finall village I have juft mentioned, the North fide of Whahoo 
.app.ears to be uninhabited.; neither is there any good ihelrer for a 

veffi:l 
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verrel to anchor in; the {hore is generally freep and mountainous, 178j. 
March. 

and in that refpeCt a good deal refembles the North fide of Atoui. '-t--J 

At feven o'clock in the morning of the 12th, we faw Atoui, and 
at noon, we were within a few miles of our anchoring birth, in 
Wymoa Bay. The weather was very fine, with a moderate Eaft
erly breeze. We frood on under an eafy fail, expecting the natives 
would bring us fome refrefhments, but: not a fingle canoe appeared 
in the bay: this fufficiently confirmed our former opinion, that the 
King was determined to ftarve us from the inand. At fix o'c~ock, 
the extremes of Atoui bore from North 10 deg. Weft, to North 
56 deg. Eaft; and the North end of Oneehow, from Weft to 
Weft by South. 

All hopes of procuring any quantity of hogs were now given up, 
and the only thing we waited for, previous to the profecution of 
our Voyage to the Northward, was a fupply of yams from Onee
how, which entirely depended on our meeting with a fteady Eafterly 
wind. 

During the 13 th, we had light variable winds; towards the 
evening, the iky grew black and lowering; ~he air was exceeding 
dofe and fultry, and the night was almoft one continued fiorm of 
heavy rain, attended with violent thunder and lightning. Light 
airs, and intervening calms, attended us the greateft part of the 
114th; but about fix o'clock in the afternoon, a frefh brcez~ fprung 
up at Eaft North Eaft, on which we hauled our wind to the South
ward during the night, expeCl:ing at ,day-break to bear away for 
Oneehow j but at fix o'clock in the morning of the 15th, the wind 
ihifting to Eaft South Eaft, Captain Portlock hauled his wind, 
contrary to our expectation, and il:eered Nvth Eafr. At noon, 

. the 
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the extremes of Atoui bore from North to North 35 deg. Weft. 
During the day, we had a fine breeze at South Eafr, and clear wea
ther. Our latitude at noon was 21 deg. 29 min. North, and 159 
deg. Weft longitude. A t fix o'clock, the North Eaft end of Atoui 
bore North 42 deg. Weft, thirteen leagues difrant; and the body 
of Whahoo Eaft. The breeze continued fteady all night; and in 
the morning of the 16th, being quite clear of all the Wands, we 
fleered due North, with a briik. Southerly gale. 

Thus have we left thefe iflands a fecond time, and are now 
ftanding for the American Coafr, on the pinnacle of expeCtation: 
My next {hall be an account of our pafiilge thither. Adieu. 

OFF ATOUI, l 
16th March. ! 

LET T E R XXVIII. 

·W. B. 

B EFORE I proceed with my account of our paffage to the 
North Weft Coaft, let me fay a few words refpecting our 

departure from Oneehow, at a time when what we had been-ftriv •• 
ing for weeks to obtain, was apparently within our reach. 

As the weather in the night of the 14th, and during the 15th 
of March, was moderate and clear, attended with a favourable 
Eafterly breeze, which would have enabled us to come to at One,e- _ 

how 
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how with eafe; and as a fupply of yams, which we were morally 
certain of procuring there, would have been highly ferviceable, it 
m_ay ieem {hange that Captain Portlock lliould frand to the North
ward at the moment when his every willi appeared eary to be ac
complifhed: but it fbould be remembered, that the weather pre
vious to this time, had beeIl very unfett:ed, and indeed we had ever 
found it fo at Oneehow; that fhould we not meet will} contrary 
winds, there was every probability of our being becalmed under 
the land, which would be attended with confequences equally dif
agreeable, as it began to be high time for us to fail to the N orth
ward, in orderto make up, if pollible, for the deficiencies of laft 
feafon: however, be all this as it may, the event proved this fiep to 
be extremely judicious, for the wind veering to the Southward, as 
I have already related, would have rendered it impraCticable for us 
to lay at Oneehow. To return now to our Voyage. 

During the former part of the 17th, we had a {hong Southerly 
breeze, with frequent {bowers of rain. In the afternoon, the wind 
grew light and variable. The night was fqually, attended with 
thunder, lightning, and conilant rain. 

In the morning of the 18th, we had a heavy gale of wind at 
South South Eail, with a heavy fwell, and conftant rain. This 
was the firft fair gale we had met with fince our leaving England. 
The gale continued during the day and greateft part of the night, 
which being very dark, we lay to, and made fail at five o'clock in the 
morning of the 19th, the weather being pretty moderate. Our 
latitude at noon was 27 deg. 24 min. North j and the longitude 
158 deg. 17 min. Weft. 

I ' ;{, "1 j ~ I' 
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From this to the 23d, we had little variety, the wind frelli and 
variable, with cloudy weather. Our latitude at noon on the 22d~ 
was 29 deg. 10 min. North; and the longitude being the mean of 
feveral fets of lunar obfervations, I s8 deg. 27 min. Weft. 

On the 24th and 25th, we had frequent fqualls, attended with 
rain; the wind {hifting from Eaft South Eaft to South South 
Weft; the weather thick and foggy. 

The 26th was moderate. Our latitude at noon was 34 deg. 59 
min. North; and our longitude 1S9 deg. 30 min. Weft. Con
trary to our expettation, the fog cleared up on the 27th, and we 
had clear, moderate weather. with a. fine Southerly breeze, which 
continued till the 29th, in the evening, when a frdh gale of wind 
came on from the Weft ward, with frequent ihowers of rain, and 
thick foggy weather. We have conftantly remarked, that South 
Wefierly winds, in thefe latitudes, viz. from 30 to 60 deg. North, 
never fail to bring thick fogs along with them. 

In the mor:ling of the 3 I ft, the weather. grew moderate. Our 
latitude at noon was 39 deg. 23 min. North; and the longi~ude 
154 deg. 23 min. Weft. During the afternoon, we had light 
variable airs, and' cloudy weather. Towards the evening we faw 
feveral puffins, and a young feal came along-fide, which clearly 
indicated, that land could not be far off: indeed when we failed 
laft to the Northward, and nearly in the fame fituation, we were 
convinced, from fimilar circnmftances, that theremuft be land not 
many leagues from us; but it was our misfortune both at that , 
time, and the prefent, to have fuch thick, foggy weather, that had 
we failed within ten miles of high land, we ihould have paired it 
un[een. 2 

From 
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From the 1ft to the 4th of April, we had little variety; the wind 
generally blew frefh from South South Eaft to South Vveft ; the 
weather wet and hazy. Our latitude at noon, on the 3d, was 44 
deg. 4 min. North; and the longitude 151 deg.59 min. Weft. 
The nights being very dark, we generally lay to, and made fail in 
the morning at day-break. 

On the 7th, at noon, our latitude was 47 deg. 2 I min. North; 
:and the longitude 148 deg. 39 min. Weft; we faw feveral gulls, 
Iliivers, and v.arious other fpeciesof birds.; fea-weeds alfo frequently 

• I 

paffed us. 

• 
In the afternoon of the 8th, we had a fe,a'-lion playing about 

the veffel. From the 5th to the 9th, the wind was light, and chiefly 
to the NOl'thward; hut in the morning of the 9th, it fhifted 
to South Weft, with moderate weather, fquaIls of hail and fleet 
fometimes intervening. Our latitude at noon, on the 12th, was 52 
deg. 46 min. North; and the longitude, being the mean of fome 
lunar obfervations, r45 deg.41 min. Weft. 

From this to the 1 ~th, we had little variety; frefh variable winds 
:and frequent fqualls of fnow and fleet intervening. We here found 
the variation of the compafs 19 deg. Eafterly. The weather was 
feverely cold" the thermometer on the 16th being at 25 deg. which 
is two and half lower than it ever was during Captain Cook's laft 
Voyage, though he failed as far as 72 deg. North latitude. 

On the 1-61h, at noon, our latitude was 58 deg. 9 min. North; 
:and the longitude 149deg. 23 min. Weft. From this to the I8th, 
;the weather was fo thick and hazy, that we were not able to get 
,an obfervation.; and as it was impoffible to fee land at any dif-

lance, 
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1787. tance, we plied occafionally, it being uncertain how far we were 
April. from the American Coaft. 
~ 

In the afternoon of the 18th, we had a fildden fquall from the 
Weftward; but our fails being handed in time, we did not receive 
the leaft damage. The wind blew a freib gale the greateft part of 
the night; but in the forenoon of the 19th, it moderated, and the 
weather grew clear ,enough for us to get a meridian altitude, which 
gave 57 deg. 41 min. North latitude. 

From the 20th to the 22d, we had thick hazy weather, with 
frequent fqualls, and almoft conftant fnow and fleet, the wind 
generally blowing frefh at South Eaft, and South South Eaft. 
Our latitmie, by account at noon on the 22d, was 59 deg. 1 min. 
North. This made us ply with caution, as we were certain the 
coaft could not be far off; and the weather was fo very hazy, that 
we could not fee land a league from the ve1Tel. 

In the morning of the 23d, the weather grew tolerably clear. 
OUf lati;;lde at noon was 59 deg. 9 min. and the longitude 147 deg. 
S5 min. v"Veft, Leing the mean of two [ets of lunar obfervations. 
At one o'dock we faw land, bearing from North Eafr by North to 
\Yerr, ten ·leagues diftant. At (-=ven in the evening, we perceived 
the lan-1 to the VVeftward to be Foot Wand, and that to the Eaft
ward, :Montague J fiand; fo that we were ftanding well for the 
paffage into Prince Vl~lliam's Sound, which we'in vain attempted to 
make, when !aft on this coaft. At [un-fet, the entrance bore 
North J 4 deg. EJ.fr; and the South Eaft part of Montague Wand 
North 32 .iez. Eaft, about five leagues diftant. The wind being 
light and variable, we ftretched to the Eaftward during the night; 
,and in the rr.orning of the 24th, a moderate breeze fpringing up 

from 
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from the Weft ward, we fet all fail, and ftood_right in for the paf-
fage. At noon we were right in the entrance of the channel. 
Our obfervation gave 59 deg. 47 min. North latitude; and the 
longitude was 147 deg. 52 min. Weft. 

This place is laid down in Captain Cook's general chart, in 59 
deg. 36 min. North latitude, which is eleven miles to the South
ward of our obfervation, on which account, our gentlemen were 
particularly correCt in taking their altitudes, and being favoured 
with a remarkably clear horizon, were able to determine the lati
tude to a certainty. This convinced Captain Dixon of the error 
in the chart above-mentioned, and evidently {hewed, that the lati
tude had been fettled by angles carried on from the fun's meridian 
altitude at a diftance. 

The land in this fituation bore from North 34 deg. Weft to 
North by Eaft; Green Hlands North; diftant from the South Eail: 
point of Montague Hland two miles. The breeze dying away in 
the afternoon, and there being no probability of our reaching the 
Sound, we frood into a deep bay, which now opened to the Eaft
ward,· and let go an anchor about five o'clock, in twenty-four fa!hom 
water, over a nrnddy bottom; the extremes of the land bearing 
from North Well: to South \"\Tefr. -

Once more are we arrived at the bury [cene of action; and here 
I will take my leave of thee for the prefent, with a fincere wiih, 
that we may not verify the old adag~ ." The mountains labour," 
&c. Thine ever, 

MONTAGUE ISLANDJ } 

25th April. 

T 

\V. B. 
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LET T E R XXIX. 

I LEFT thee at the conclufion of my 1aft, immediately on our 
coming to anchor, and I doubt not by this time, thou art impa

tient to be acquainted with our proceedings. As I know nothing 
more difagreeable than a fiate of fufpence, I will immediately en
cleavour to relieve thee from it, in the beft manner I can. 

It feems, Captain Portlock's -motive for coming to anchor, as 
already mentioned, was a fight of two canoes, at fome difiance up 
the bay, which gave him reafon to expect meeting with inhabitants •. 
and confequently that fome bufinefs might be done; a thing we 
were mofi particularly anxious about, as this, our 1aft feafon, was 
already flipping away. 

In the evening of the 24th, five canoes came along-fide us, but 
brought no furs, or traffic of any kind. They faluted us by ex
tending their arms, and a frequent repetition of the word Lauleigh, 
generally laying a great emphafis on the latter fyllable. This we 
underfl:ood as a friendly falutation, -and returned it by fimilar gef
ticulations, and a repetition of the word Lauleigh. On our en
quiry for N{)toollejhuck, which is the name they ufe for fea otter's 
frin, they immediately pointed towards Prince William's Sound, 
repeating the wo;ds cc Nootka Notoonejhuck," plenty, very frequently, 
and in the moft earneft manner. Some dogs we had on Doard, 
hearing {hangers about the fhip, ran upon the gun-:wale, arid 
began to bark at them, on which the Indians directly called out, 
G.t Towzer, Towzer, here, here," whiftIing at the fame time, after 

2 • the 
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the manner u[ed to coax dogs in England. We were pretty much 
puzzled to account for thefe circumfiances, though it appeared 
very evident, from thefe people [peaking Englifh, and having fome 
idea of our manners, that an Englifh veiTel either lay in the found 
at the prefent moment, or had been there very recently; but none 
of us could guefs·-at the meaning of Nootka, though they repeated 
that word much oftener than any of the reft. 

There canoes were covered with !kins, the fame as we had [een 
!aft fearon in Cook's River: three of them were built for two men 
each, and the two others held only a fingle perron. 

The eats of thefe Indians were ornamented with plenty of [mall 
blue beads, but thefe, we had reafon to fuppofe, were procured 
from the Ruffians, as fome knives and iron weapons which they 
{hewed us, were evidently of Ruffian manufaCture. 

Early in the morning of the 2sth,'our boats were fent on {hore 
for wood and water, both which were very eafily procured. In the 
mean time, our Captains went' all round the bay, and examined 
every adjacent creek and inlet, but found no inhabitants, nor any 
traces of recent habitations in this part, which made us conclude, 
that our vifitors were only a hunting party from Prince William's 
Sound; however, we made them fome trifling prefents, hoping, 
that it might induce them not only to bring us furs, but alfo en
courage their neighbours to follow their example: they feemed 
perfeCtly fatisfied with the trifles we gave them, and told us, that 
they would return roon and bring Not.ormejhuck, plenty. 

We waited til! the 28th, with the greatefi anxiety, in hopes that 
t.he Indians would return to trade with us ~ but in this we were 
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1787. difappointed, fo that it was determined to leave this bay the firft ' 
April. fair wind. 

'--v--I 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 29th, a breeze fpringing 
up at South Weft, we unmoored, and flood out of the bay, but had 
fcarcely reached the channel, which leads up into the found, when 
we were becalmed, and the tide being againft us, we were obliged 
to get the boats a-head, in order to tow the veffels in again, taking 
care, however, to come to as near mid-channel as was confiftent 
with our fafety.· At ten o'clock we let go an anchor, in twenty
three fathom water, over a muddy bottom, the extremes of the 
bay bearing from North 40 deg. Weft to South 39 deg. Weft, a 
mile diftant from {hore. 

The weather during the 30th, was moderate, the wind lig1'!t and 
variable; no Indians came near us, fo that what faint hopes we . 
had hitherto entertained of their return, now entirely vaniihed. 

-
This bay abounds with wild geefe and ducks, but they were fo 

very fhy, that we could rarely come within mufquet {hot of them. 
There are a1fo great numbers of gulls; fome eagles of the white
headed fpecies, and great plenty of fmaller birds, of various kinds, 
fucl! as fand-pipers, fnipes, plovers, &c. &c. 

OUf hooks and lines were generally over-board, but the only 
kind of fifh we caught was a fort greatly refembling a flounder .. 
and called by the failors fand-dabs. The other marine produc
tions found here, are mufcIes, cockles, clams, crabs, and ftar-fifh. 
I fho~ld not omit, that one of our people, in fifhing with hoo~ 
and .IIlle, caught a very remarkable fubjeCt, which I fuppofe to be a 
fpecles of polypus: it feemed to be both of an animal and vege-

table 
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table fubfrance, and adhered to a fmall fwitch about three feet 
long. 

The wind frill continuing light and variable, early in the morn
ing of the d1 of May, both our Captains went in the whale-boats, 
on a furvey, and Captain Portlock left orders with Mr. Macleod to 
weigh anchor during his abfence, if the wind proved favourable. 
A number -of the people from both veffels had liberty given to 
recreate themfelves on £hore; but a breeze coming on at South 
Weft, at eleven o'clock a fignal was made for th~~people to come 
on board. At two o'clock we unmoor~d, and mad~ Li1, franding 
up the channel towards Prince William's Sound. At fix o'clock, 
heing clofe in £hore, and the wind Ieffening, we came to anchor in 
a bay to the Eaftward, in twenty-one fathom water. over a muddy 
bottom. At ten o'clock in the evening, our Captains returm:d; 
they had met with no furs, and teen but very few lLctJans, and 
thofe at a confiderable difrance from the place where vve lay. 

During the night we had light variabJe airs; but at ten in the 
morning of the 2d, a breeze coming on at South Weft, we weighed 
and made [ail, franding for the channel, betvvixt the Green and 
Montague Wands. By fix o'clock in the afternoon, the,;" ecn 
Il1ands were on our larboard beam. This paffage is dangel"ous in 
the night, or in bad weather, the channel not being a mile in the 
broadeft part free from funken rocks. In this fituation \ve had 
foundings from twenty-five to fix fathom water, over J. fandy bot
tom. Our breeze dying away, at [even o'clock we :et goan anchor, 
in thirteen fathom water; but finding we we;~ fituatecl very near 
a funk rock, we hove it up again, and a ;iz;hr breeze fpringing up, 
we were enabled to get into a bay in Montague Wand.) At nine 
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J7 87' o'ckck we again came to, in thirteen fathom water, over a muddy 
May. ' 

___ ,-..) bottom) 1110(,;r:11; the {hip with the kedge find fiream cable. 

During the greateil: part of the 3d, the weather was moderate; 
but in the night, a {hong gale of wind came 011, at North VV:eft, 
which making the vefIel ride very heavy, and labour much, we un
moored fhip at fix o'clock in the morning of the 4th, and began to 
warp towards the head of the bay. In the afternoon we came to 
with the beft bower, in eight fathom water, and moored the vell"e1 
with the ftream cable, to a tree on {hare. 

It was the intention of our Captains, the firft fecure harbour we 
came into, to haul the veffels on {hore, in order that their bottoms 
might be thoroughly fcrubbed, and a frefh coat laid on. This 
plcu:e being peculiarly fit for the purpofe, early in the morning of 
the 5th, the King George was hauled on {hare, and the people im
mediately fet to work in fcrubbing and cleaning her bottom; the 
carpenters were' employed in repairing. the damaged {heathing. 
Mean while, it not being prudent for both veffels to be on fhore at 
the fame time, our people were bufily employed; fame in clearing 
the hold, and over-hauling the· provifions; others were fent on 
fuore to fill water; and the coopers were employed in repairing 
fome butts, and other ca£k.s that were faulty. 

Whilft all this bufinefs was going forward, with every exertion 
in ou~ power, in order that nothing might be left unattempted, nor 
any opportunity loil: that we could pollibly lay hold of, towards 
facilitating our grand object, early in the morning of the 5th, Cap
tain Dixon took our whale boat, together with the King George's 
long boat and whale boat, all well manned and armed, in order to 
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trade in the adjacent found, or wherever he judged it likely to mee,t 
with inhabitants. 

On the 6th, our cooper was employed in making fpruce beer: 
as we expected to have frequent opportunities of fupplying our- ' 
felves with this wholefome beverage on the American Coail:, we 
brought out a quantity of yeaft in bottles, prepared by a Mrs. 
Stainiby, of London; and it would be doing her injuftice not to 
fay, that the yeaft was now found to anfwer our moil: fanguine 
expectations, in working the fpruce, being equally good as when 
firft brought from England. The people were hufied in bringing 
water from iliore, and ftowing it away in the hold, which, by this-
time, was compleatIy over-hauled. .. 

On the 7th, the King Georges bottom being nearly compleated~ 
we ftruck our top-mafts, and got every thing clear for hauling our 
veffel on £hore. 

The tide ferving at four o'clock in the morning of the 8th, we
hauled on the graving bank. At eight o'clock we began to fcrape 
her, and having cleaned one fide, we breamed her, paying her after-
wards with a compofition of oil, tar, fluili, and chalk, this being. 
the beft coat we had in our power to lay on.. At five in the after
noon, being nearly high water, we fwung her, in 9rder to clean the 
other fide: we fcraped it on the 9th, but the weather proving wet 
and unfavourable, {he could not be comple~ted; fo that what 
hands could be [pared, were ient on iliore to cut wood. 

Early in the morning of the loth, Captain Dixon returned with 
the boats. As this excurllon was attended with feveral intercfting 
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1787. circumfi:ances, I {hall give thee an account of it in the Captain's 
.~ own words, as copied from his journal : 

" This morning, the 5th, I went with the two whale boats, and 
the King George's long boat, in order to fearch for Indians, and,.. 
if pollible, to purchafe fome furs. My intention was to make 
Hinchinbrooke Cove firft, and from thence proceed to Snug Corner 
Cove, as I knew they were the moil: likely places to meet with in
habitants. Bad weather coming on, at e:ght o'clock I put into a 
cove in Montague Hland; but towards nine o'clock, the weather 
clearing up, I proceeded round the North Eafr end of the iiland 
into a large bay: here I found forne Indians on a hunting party, 
who gave me to underil:and, that they belonged to Cape Hinchin
brooke. It being late in the afternoon, I came to an anchor for 
the night in the long boat, and made the whale-boats faft, one on 
each fide. 

CC As the Indians did not leave us when night came on, I ordered 
fix hands to keep watch, and the remainder to have their arms 
ready, fo that I might call them at a moment's notice. The Indi
ans fculked about us till near two o'clock, waiting, no doubt, for 
an opportunity to cut the boats off, but finding us attenti~e to all 
their motions, they then left us. 

CC At four o'clock in the morning of the 6th, 1 weIghed, and 
frood over for Cape Hinchin brooke, where I came to anchor at half 
pail: ten. At this place I found feveral Indians, and pUl'chafed a 
few fea otter ikins. The Indians frequently pointed towards Snug 
Corner Cove, and endeavoured.to make me underfiand, that a vef
fCi lay at anchor there. Though this circumftance ftrongly excit
ed my curiofity, and made me. particularly anxious to know whe-

ther 
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ther this piece of intelligence was true, yet the day being by this 
time' far fpent, I determined to keep my prefent fitllation during 
the night, as the weather was very unpromifing; fo that our 
ftanding for Snug Corner Cove, under fuch circllmftances, would 
be attended with fome degree of danger and difficulty. 

" A ftria and yigilant look-out was more neceffary this night, 
if pomble, than we had found it the preceding one. The Indians 
whom I had traded with for furs, during the afternoon, were a 
different tribe from that I met with in the bay at the North Eaft 
end of Montague Wand: their behaviour was very daring and 
infolent, though they did not directly attack us, and they did not 
leave the boats till day-light the ne'xt morning. I make no doubt 
but that a fight of the various articles I had brought to trade with 
thefe people, occafioned them to lurk about us the whole night, in 
hopes of obtaining a booty, but finding themfe1ves difappointed, 
they paddled away, feemingly much difcontented. ' 

" Early in the morning of the 7th, I fet off for Snug Corner 
Cove; but the wind during the whole day being very light, the 
long boat made little way, fo that the whale boats were obliged to 
take her in tow: this retarded my paffage fo much, that I did not 
arrive in the cove tilLeleven o'clock in the evening. Contrary to 
my expeCtation, I found no veffe! in the cove, neither did I per
ceive any of the inHabitants; notwithftanding which, 1 ordered the 
fame ftriCl: watch to be kept as before, well remembering, that the 
Difcovery was boarded by the natives in this very cove, during 
Captain Cook's laft Voyage, in open day. 

" During the night, none of the inhabitants came near us j but 
.at day-light in the morning of the 8th, two InJlans carne along-
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fide in a canoe, and gave me to underftand, that there was a {hip at 
no great diftance; at the fame time they offered to conduCt me to 
her for a firing of beads. Glad to accept this propofal, I willingly' 
embraced their ofFer, and fet off with the whale-boats, leaving the 

. long boat at anchor, as I was afraid the would only retard my pro
grefs, and I was exceedingly anxious to know~ whether there really 
was a vena in this part, or that the Indians had been amufing me 
with a falfe report. 

(( I had not got far before the weather grew very bad, and my 
guides gave me the flip: however, I continued the fearch along 
thore till twelve o'clock, by which time I had got into the entrance 
of a large bay, and the weather growing very fqually, with heavy
frorms of fnow and fleet, I thought it moft advifeable to return to 
the long boat, where I arrived about three o'clock~ 

" At half paft fix o'dock, fix canoes came into the cove wher~ 
we lay, and told me there was a thip not far off, to which they. 
were going, and offered to thew me the way: the weather was then 
very bad, but as they were going up the inlet, and not out to fea) 
as my guides had done in the morning, I fet out with them in my 
own whale-boat, leaving the other whale-boat, and the long boat,. 
in the cove. 

" At ten o'clock in the evening, we arrived in the creek where 
the veffel I fo much withed to fee lay. I found her to be a fnow) 
called the Nootka, from Bengal, commanded by a Captain Meares,. 
under Englifh colours. 

. "I learnt from Captain Meares, that he had failed from Bengal 
111 March, 1786, and that he touched at Oonalafka in Auguft. 

I From 
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From thence he proceeded to Cook's River, which he intended to 
make by way of the Barren Hlands; but the weather at that time 
being thick and hazy, he got into Whitfuntide Bay, through which 
he found a paffage into Cook's Ri ver. In this !haight he met with 
a party of Ruffian fettlers, who informed him, that the land to the 
Eaftward of the itraight is called by them Codiac, and that they had 
a fettlement there; likewife that two European veffels were then at 
anchor at Codiac, and that they had lately feen two other !hips in 
Cook's ~iver. This intelligence induced him to fieer for Prince 
William's SoundJ where he arrived the latter end of September. 

" He hid wintered in the creek where I now found him, and 
his veifel was frill faft in the ice. The fcgrvy had made fad havock 

.amongft his people, he having loft his Second and Third Mates. 
the Surgeo!l, Boatfwain, Carpenter, Cooper, Sail-maker, and a great 
number of the foremaft men, by that dreadful diforder; and the 
remaining part of his crew were fo enfeebled at one time, that 
Captain Meares himfelf was the only perf on on board able to walk 
the deck. 

,e It gave him very great pleafure to find two veffe1s fa near, who 
could affift him in fome meafure in his difirefs; and I had no lefs 
fatisfatlion in aifuring him, that he fuouId be furnifhed with every 
neceifary we could pollibly fpare. As Captain Meare's's people were 
DOW getting better, he defired me not to take the trouble of fend
ing any refrefhments to him, as he would COin'e on board us very 
fnort1y in his own boat. 

" I left the Nootka at three o'clock in the morning of the 9th, 
and got to my boats about eight: at ten o'clock I weighed, and 
ftood down for our {hips, being now convinced, that there was no 
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profpect of my meeting wit~ any furs of confequence.. Towards 
noon it grew nearly calm, and the whale boats were obhge~ to take 
the long boat in tow. 

" . ,,,hilft we were proceeding in this manner acrofs the found, 
fome canoes joined us, and one of the Indians had a few fea-otter 
{kins, which he offered to fell. Happening to caft his eyes on a 

. frying-pan, which my people in the long boat had to drefs their 
victuals with, he requefted to have it in barter; accordingly, it 
was oftered him, but he abfolute1y refufed to take it entire, and 
defired us to break off the handle, which he feemed to regard as a 
thing of inefrimable value, and rejected the bottom part with con
tempt. 

(( Towards fix o'clock, the wind frefhening, the whale boats' 
were caft off, and foon afterwards the weather grew very rough, 
with conftant fnow and fleet, which occafioned the boats to fepa..: 
rate. The night was very ftormy, and I did not get on board my 
own vella till four o'clock in the morning of the loth. The 
King George's boats arrived nearly about the fame time." 

About eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 10th, Captain 
Meares, accompanied by Mr. Rofs, his Firft Mate, came in 'their 
own boat on board the King George, bringing feveral bags of 
rice along with them, to exchange for various refrefhments, which 
they frood greatly in need of. 

From them we learnt, that the Fur-trade on this coaft had been 
carried on from different parts of.the Eaft Indies for fame years._ 

They' 
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They told us various ftories refpeCling their fuccefs in trade, 
but on thefe much reliance was not to be placed, as the Captain 
and Mate feldom agreed in their accounts: at one time, they had' 
purchafed two thoufand fea-otter {kins; at another, not more than 
kven hundred. This, however, is pretty certain, that they had 
procured a confiderable quantity of valuable furs, and thefe chiefly~ 
if not altogether, in Prince William's Sound. 

It was C~tain Meares's intention to have compleated his Voy_· 
age in twelve months; but the froft fetting in fooner than they 
expeCted, had unavoidably detained them in the found during the 
winter. The great 10fs they funained by ficknefs has already been 
rdated;. unfortunately when the remaining part of Captain 
Meares's crew were weak and enfeebled to the laft degree, they 
were greatly diftreffed for fuel; and for fome time it was with the 
greateft difficulty that they got wood on board for their daily ufe .. 

On our enquiring whether the fcurvy, unattended with any other 
complaint, had made fuch fatal havock amongft the people belong
ing to the N ootka, we were informed, that a free and unreftrained \ 
ufe of fpirits had been indifcriminately allowed them during the 
extreme cold weather, which they had drank to fnch excefs about, 
C)lriftmas, that numbers of them kept their hammocks for.a fort
night together; add to this, their liquor was of a very pernicious 
kind, fo that there is rearon to fuppofe its effects, when drank to 
filch an extreme, were not Ids fatal than the fcurvy itfelf. Ad
mitting tills to be the cafe, it furely wasil!-judged in Captain· 
Meares to fuffer [uch hurtful ex,ceffcs amongft his people ; and I· 
am .t1raid that a fcanty fupply of the various antifcorbutics ~b[o
lutely neceirary for thefe voyages, put it out of their power to check 
tl~is cr:ue~di[~_<ler, fo often fatal to fea-faring people. 

In 
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In the forenoon of the I I th, Caotail1 Meares and Mr. Rofs left . -

us. They were fupplied with what flour, fugar, molafies, brandy, 
&c. we could poffibly {pare; and in order to, render them every 
affiftance in our power, Captain Portlock fpared Captain Meares 
two feamen, to affift in carrying his veffe1 to Sandwich Hlands~ 
where he propo[ed going as Coon as the weather permitted. 

We now were rio longer at a lo[s to know what the Indians we 
faw in the firft bay meant by pointing t·)wards Prince William's 
Sound, and repeating the word Nootka; neither did we any longer
wonder at their coaxing our dogs, and [peaking Englilh, as they" 
are exceedingly articulate in their pronunciation, and one of them 
it feems, had been on board the Nootka ieveral weeks. But to re. 
turn to our bufine[s on board. 

Towards noon on the loth, the weather growing pretty mode
rate, we com pleated our bottom, and in the afternoon, hove to our 
moorings. We were bufied on the 11th in ftowing the hold, and 
getting in wood and water. The armourers of both ihips had a 
tent on ihore, and were bufily employed in making toes, our anvil 
being 10ft; we 1ikewife got in about a ton of frones for ballaft, 
fwayed up our top-mafts, and fet up the rigging. The 12tft was 
taken up in comp1eating our water, and getting every thing ready 
for fea. 

Here I ihallleave thee for the pre[ent. Happy ihall I be to fend 
thee a more favou~ab1e account of our good fortune in my- next, 
than I have been hltherto able to do. Thine affuredly, . 

MONT AGUE ISLAND, l 
May 13th• .s 

w. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER xxx. 

OUR laft feafon on the coaft being now advancing very faft, a 
reparation was agreed on as the moft likely means of pro

moting our fuccefs for the remainin.z part of the year; accordingly, 
it was determined to fend Captain Portlock's long boat, under the 
direct jon of Me{frs. Hayward and Hill, to. trade in Cook's River. 
The King George was to ftay in Prince William's Sound, till the 
boat's return, and our veffel was to fail for King George's Sound. at 
the fa~e time, keeping wel1 in with the coaft, that no opportunity 
of collecting Furs might be loft: this diftribution of ourfelves, 
thou wilt perhaps fay, was judicious; and indeed it wac; high time 
for us to ftrain every nerve; for what with finding ourfelves anti
cipated at this place, and the great probability of being (erved the 
fame at King George's Sound, our beft prof peets were far from 
pleafing. 

In the aftemoon of the 12th of May, Melfrs. Hayward and HilI 
fet out in the long boat for Cook's River, taking with them a pro
per affortment of articles neceffary for trading with the natives . 

. Soon after they were' gone, two canoes came along-fide us, one of 
them with eight people in her, the other three, but brought no
thing; however, they promifed to come next day, with f'lenty of 
trade, accompanied by their Chief. 

The morning of the 13th was fine and clear, but the wind being 
light and variable, and there .being a po.flibjli~y of the Indians re

tUi"ning, 
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turning, five of our people were fent, with the Boatfwain in the 
whale boat, on a fifhing p:1rty, having orders not to lofe fight of 
the 111ips, .and others had liberty to recreate themfelves on fhore. 

About one o'clock we had the pleafure of feeing two large 
, I 

canoes, and feveral fmall ones, full of Indians, come round the 
North Eaft point of the bay. When they came in fight of the 
vefleIs, they began to fing, keeping regular time with the ftrokes 
of their paddles in the water: their finging' feemed to be in a great· 
meafure directed. by the Chief, and the cadence was not without 
fome degree of harmony. 

\ VI~en they came along-fide the King George, they were profufe 
in their friendly falutations; at the fame time their Chief, whofe 
name was Shanway, fhewed a letter for Captain Portlock, which 
-came, he faid, from the Nootka, on which he was admitted on 
board, together with a number of his people. 

it feems the hunting party we fawat our firi1: coming in, 011 the 
24th of April, belonged to old Shanway's tribe; thefe p.eople lived, 
near Snug Corner Cove, and on their return had acquainted Cap
tain Meares, that they had [een two fhips at anchor a great dif
tance down the channel; on which he immediately wrote the 
above-mentioned letter, without knowing whom particularly to 
addre[s it to, and gave it to the Indians, who prornifed to return -
back to 'us immediately; but thefe trul1y meffeng~rs never found 
their way till now, when the letter was 'of no confequence. 

Captain Portlock's motive for admitting Shanway's people on 
board, was from a fuppofition that fuch an indulgence woulfl en
courage them to trade more freely; but to his great mortification, 

2 - he 



NOR TH-WEST COA ST OF AMERIC A. 

he foon found that traffic did not induce them to come near him, 
what little trade they brought being mere rerufe, and that their 
bringing the letter now was only for an opportunity to get on 
board, in order to fteal every thing which lay in their way. I could 
fee moft of their tranfaCl:ions from our quarter-deck, and mufr 
fay, they were managed with a good deal of art. Shanway, and 
rome of his attendants endeavoured to amufe the King George's 
people with finging and dancing, whilft others traverfed the decks, 
and threw every thing which came in their way to their compa
nions in the canoes. Captain Portlock was prefently aware' of 
his guefts thievilh difpofition j but being unwilling to drive them 
away by force, he ftationed his people in different parts of the vef
{eI to watch their motions: notwithftanding this precaution, they 
ftole a number of articles, and got them unperceived into their 
canoes. Whenever they were detected in a theft, they relinquifh
ed their booty with the utmoft unconcern j but when any thing 
was once in their poffeffion, it was with difficulty they were pre
vailed on to reftore it. At firft, the only articles they attempted to 
fteal, were iron :md doaths; but finding themfelves watched, they 
became indifcriminate plunderers, and feized on every thing in their 
power. 

Having fatis6ed their curiofity, "and found their depredations 
put a ftop to, old Shanway and his people left us about five in the 
afternoon. Our whale-boat, at this time, lay at anchor about two 
miles di!l:ant from the veifels, the people in her buiy fifhing, which 
the Indians happening to fee, as they paddled out of the bay, they 
directly made up to them. This alarmed Cal'tain Portlock,_ who 
aJl along had been attentive to Shanway's motions, and he imme
diately m~nned his whale-boat and yawl, and went off to our peo 
pIe's affiilance, being apprehenfive not only for the boat, out th~t 

X their 
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1787' their lives would be in danger, as'the Indians were well armed with 
May. knives and [pears: our yawl vV'as alfo difpatched to affift, if necef. 

'--v-J , fary; and Captain Dixon, at the fame moment, fired a fwivel, the 
report o( which, we fould fee, alarmed the Indians, who immedi
ately paddled off with precipitation. 

When our people came' on board, we found our fears lor their 
fafet] were not groundlefs. The Indians had attempted to fieal 
their anchor, and had aCtually taken feveral of 'their fifhing-lines; 
nay, one of them attempted to run his [pear through ayoupg fel
low, becaufe he refufed to give up his line, but was prevented by 
Shan~ay, who, fortunately for the people, was, it feerns, of a paciLe 
difpofition, and 'contented himfelf with plundering in quiet. 

The[e were [ufficient <;:autions to us in future, not to 1.rufi any 
Indians, even to come on board: indeed Captain Meares had in
formed us, that a fhip from China had a quarrel with the inhabi. 
tants of King George's Sound, in which feveral of the Indians loft 
their lives; and that the natives afterwards traded with as m~ch, 
unconcern as if nothing had happened. 

Our fifhing party had tolerable [uccefs; they caught a large 
quantity of fand-dabs, and a few rock-fiih. 

The birds and marine produCtions here are much the fame as in 
the firft bay we anchored in; and it is probable there may be fal
mon farther on in the feafon, when the heat of the fun, by melt
ing the [now, caufes freih water rivulets; but at this time, it had 
fcarcely made any impreffion on that dreary element; and the fur
rounding profpect: teemed with all the horrors of winter. The. 

night-
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night-tides flow here much higher than ,in the day-time, though I 
cannot fay, with any degree of certainty, how high they rife. 

We now waited with an anxiety bordering on impatience, for a 
fair wind to carry us from this place, and a light breeze fpringing 
up at South Eaft, at four o'clock in the morning of the 14th, we 
weighed anchor and ftood out of the bay. Towards noon, the 
wind veered to South Weft, which was quite favourable for our 
ftanding up the channel into Prince William's Sound. By noon, 
we had the North point of Montague Wand in fight, bearing 
North Eaft: our obfervation gave 60 deg. 23 min. North latitude; 
apd we found the variation of the compafs 29 deg. 46 min. Eaft-
~~~ . 

In the afternoon, the breeze frefhening, Captain Dixon went all '. . 

board the King George, to take leave of Captain Portlock, as we 
were drawing near the place where it was agreed for us to feparate. 
4t (even o'clock he returned o~ board, and we hoifted in our boats, 
parting co~pany with our co19urs flying, and three hearty cheers. 
Captain J:'ortlock fteered for Hinchinbrooke Cove, and we' kept 
ftanding for the p~ffage between Cape Hinchinbrooke and Mon
tague HIand. During the night we had the w~nd at North Weft, 
frill plowing a moderate breeze. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 15th, Cape Hinchin
brooke bore North Well: half Weft, about eight leagues difiant, 
and the land to the Northward North 35 deg. Eall:; the extremes 
of MQntague lI1,an.d l?ore from South 5S deg. Weft, to Weft North 
Weft. We founded in thirty-five fathom "Yater, over a fandybot
tOQ1. At eight, Cape' Hinchinbrooke bore Noi·th 63 deg. Weft. 

, During the former part of !he day, t,he wind lefft:nedJ and at noon 
we 



A VOYAGE TO THE 

we had light variable airs. Great nurr..bers of whales were {een 
in almoft every direCtion, but particularly towards the land. OUf 

meridian altitude gave 59 deg. 48 min. North latitude. Cape 
Hinchihbrooke bore North 65 deg. Weft, about twelve leagues 
aillant, and the South Weft point of Montague Hland South 63 
deg. Weft. 

At feven in the afternoon we faw Kaye's Hland, which bore 
North 40 deg. Eail j we ftill had light airs, with intervening 
calms. Our latitude on the 16th, at noon, was 59 deg. 28 min. 
North j and the longitude 145 deg. 20 min. Weft. Kaye's Hland 
bore North 12 deg. Eaft. We had foundings from fifty to eighty 
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. In the evening, the wind 
fuifting to the Eaftward, we ta~ked at ten o'clock, and ftretched to 
the Southward during the night. We founded at midnight, with 
a line of 140 fathom, but found no bpttom. 

During the 17th and 18th, we had light variable winds, with 
intervening calms; tht! weather tolerably fine. In the afternoon ... 
of the 18th, we faw Mount St. Elias, which at eight o'clock bore 
North 29 deg. Eaft; and the South point of Kaye's Itland Weft. 

In the afternoon of the 19th a {\:rong breeze came on at Eait 
North Eaft, and a heavy fwell fet in from the Southward. This 
occafioned us to double-reef the top-fails; but towards evening, 
the weather grew moderate. -

The greateft part of the 20th, we had light baffling winds, with 
frequent calms; our latitude at noon was S9 deg. 9 min. North j 
and our longitude 143 deg. 34 min. Weft. Mount St. Elias bore 
North by Eail:. At eight o'clock in th~ evening, a breeze luckily 

{prung 
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fprung up from the \Veftward, attended with dear weather, which 
enabled us again to frand in for the coail:, which in this fitu?J:ion 
trends nearly Eail: and \Veft. 

The weather in the forenoon of the 2 I ft was thick and hazy ; 
the wind frill blow ing a moderate Weil:erly breeze. aUf obferva
tion at noon gave S9 deg. 2 I min. North latitude; and longitude 
141 deg. 34 '~1in. \Veft. At eight in the evening we hauled our 
wind to tilt; ~ ~ orthward, on feeing a low point of land, which bore 
North 40 dcg. Eair; and the extremes of the land in fight bore 
from North 32 de~. Weft, to North 76 deg. Ea£t, about four miles 
di.£lant. It not bemg prudent to .£land for the {hore during the 
night, at nine o'clock we tacked, and ftretched to the Southward. 
On founding, we had fixty fathom water, over a muddy bottom. 

Early in the morning of the 22d, we tacked and .£lood to the 
Northward, but unfortunately had light variable airs, and thick 
hazy weather; however, at nine o'clock we faw land bearing from 

. North Weft by North to Eaft North Eaft; and there being every 
. appearance of an inlet, Captain Dixon determined to examine it, 

as there was a probability of finding inhabitants, and confequently 
fome trade might be expected. 

.... 
Light airs, and intervening calms the whole day, prevented our 

g~tting in with the land; the weather at the fame time being thick 
and hazy. We had foundings trom feventy to eighty-five fathom 
water, over a muddy bottom • 

. 'f . 

At .half pall: two o'clock in the morning of the 23<1, a light 
breeze fpringing up from the Eafl:ward, we frood in for the Weft
ermoll point of land, which was then about five miles diftant. At 

four 
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four o'clock, being within two miles of ihore, we founded in forty
two fathom water, over a bottom of foft mud. The morning 
proving very thick and hazy, at fix o'clock the whale-boat was 
hoifted out, and Mr. Turner, our Second lViate, {ent into a bay, 
which bore North North Eaft, to look for anchoring ground. 
Soon 'after the boat was gone, we perceived a fingle canoe ~ith one 
perfon in her, who feemed to be fiihing a~ the entran'ce of the hay. 
\Ve were g1"eatly elated with this fight, as there wa5 now a certainty 
.of finding inhabitants in the adjacent harbour. 

At eight o'clock Mr. Turner returned, and reported that he had 
found an excellent harbour, and feen a number of inhabitants. 
The breeze dying away, our yawl was hoifted out, and fent a-head 
with the whale boat, in order to tow the veifel into the bay; but 
hy ten o'clock we found that all our towing was to no purpofe, the 

, tide running ftrongly againft us. On this we immediately began 
to warp up the bay, but this got us a-head very £lowly, as we had 
from forty-five to fifty fathom water, and as we advanced farther 
into the bay, our foundings increafed. ' 

The fituation Mr. Turner had pitched on for us to anCl101" in, 
was round a l~w point to the Northward, about three miles up the 
bay; but finding it impracticable to get there by day-light, though 
every pollible exertion was made to effect it, . we came to at eight 
o'clock, with the fmall bower, in fixty-five fathom water, over a 
muddy bottom. 

~ur profpects now feem to brighten. Thou mayeft depend on 
hav~ng an ac.count of our fuccefs at. this place the earlie~ oppor-
tumty. Thme, &c. 

PORT MUJ,GRAVE, 1 
24th May. ~ 

W. J3. 

L E T-
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LET T E -R XXXI. 

"-

T HE extremes of the bay we came to ~nchor in, the -evening 
of'the 23dofMay, bore from Wefl:to North 42 deg. Weft; 

and the point round which our intended harbour lay, North 20 

deg. Ea'fl:; our diftance from the fuore lefs' than a mile. During 
.!he time we were warping into the bay, feveral canoes came along
fide us. We accofl:ed the people with fame of the words in ufe 
amongft the nativeS of Prince William's Sound, but they had 110t 

the leafl: idea of their meaning: indeed it was pretty evident at 
firft fight, that th~fe people were a different nation, from the C011-

ftruCtion of their canoes) which were altogether of wood, neatly 
-finifued, and in fuape not very much unlike our whale-boats. 

To the Southward of our prefent fituation was a narrow creek,. 
which appeared to lead a great diftance into the country, and 
widened, as it advanced in fuore. 

Early in the morning of the 24th, we faw a number of the na
tives on the beach, near the entrance of this creek, making fignals, 
for us to come on fuore:- a ~moke was alfo feen, which proceeded 
from behind forne pines, at a fmall dillance round the point. On 
this Captain Dixon went in-the whale-boat to furvey the place, 
thinking it probable, from thefe circumftances, that the Indians 
chiefly refided here; and fhould there be convenient anchorage, 'the 
fituation would be a more eligible one than that found out by Mr. 
Turner. He found a number of inhabitants, and two or three 
temporary huts; but the entrance into the creek was too:.. fuallow 

to. 
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to admit our vefia j fo at eight o'clock, having a frelh Eafterly 
breeze, we weighed anchor, and began to ply into the harbour to 
the Northward. At two o'clock we came-to anchor in eight fa
thom water, over a bottom of foft mud,- within piftol iliot of the 
ihore, and very near two large Indian huts. 

We were now compleatly land-locked, being entirely furrounded 
by low flat illands, where fcarcely any fnow could be feen, and well 
iheltered from any wind or weather whatever. 

The people feemed very well pleafed at our arrival, and a number 
of them prefently came along-fide us. They foon underftood what we 
wanted, and an old man brought us eight or ten excellent fea otter 
ikins. This circumftance, together with our having as yet feen no 
beads, or other ornaments, or any iron implements, gave us reafon 
to conclude, that no trading party had ever been here, and eonfe
quently that we ihould reap a plentiful harveft; but our conjec
tures on this head were built on a [andy foundation; for on a fur-" 
ther acquaintance with our neighbours, they /hewed us plenty of 
beads, and the [arne kind of knives and fpears we had feen in Prince 
William's Sound; and as a melancholy proof that we only gJean
ed after more fortunate traders, what furs they brought to fell, 
~xclufive of the [mall quantity juft mentioned, were of a very infe
Jior kmd. 

From the 25th of May to the I ft of June, our trade was illCOll

fiderable; we were frequently vifited by the people who lived in 
the creek I juft now fpoke of, but they belonged to the fame tribe 
w1tll our neighbours, and pofieffed very few furs of any eonfe
quence. 

I have 
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lhave already obferved, that we .were furrounded by a number 
of fmall Wands; thefe forming various creeks and harbours, Cap
tain Dixon propofed furveying the whole, hoping that fo extenfive 
a fo'und as this appeal:ed to be, contained a much greater number 
of inhabitants than we had hitherto feen; but as yet the weather 
had been fo thick and hazy, attended with conftant rain, that this 
defign was fruftrated. However, the morning of ~he 1ft of June 
proving tolerably clear, he went in the whale-boat at ten o'clock, 
in order to examine the adjacent harbours, taking with him one of 
the Indians who had frequently been on board, and who was a tole
rably intelligent fellow, as a guide. 

At five in the afternoon, Captain Dixon returned from his fur
vey, which had by no means anfwered his expeCtations. He had 
found feveral huts fcattered here and there, in various parts of the 
f04nd, but they were mofrly inhabited by people whom we had 
alrbdy feen; and there was not a fingle £kin of any value amongft 
them: indeed our fuccefs at this place fell greatly iliort of what 
we had reafon to expeCt, from its promifing fituation, and the firft 
appearance of inhabitants; but this poverty was not to be difco
vered on a fudden, for though the whole that we purchafed here 
confifted only of about fix teen good fea otter £kins, two fine cloaks 
of the earlefs marmot, a few racoons, and a parcel of very inferior 
pieces and flips of beaver, fufficient to fill one jingle puncheon; yet 
it was not till the 3d of June, (ten days from the time of our com
ing into the harbour) that we found the natives fcanty ftock of furs 
not only exhaufted, but that they had ftripped themfelves almoft 
naked, to fpin out their trade as far as pollible. This tedious de
lay was occafioned by the flow, deliberate manner in which there 
people conduct their traffic. Four or fix people come along-fide in 
a canoe, and wait perhaps an hour before they give the leaft inti-

Y mation 
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mati on of having any thing to fell; they then, by fignificant lhrugll 
and gefiures, hint at having brought fomething valuable to difpof<; 
of, and willi to fee what will be given in exchange, even before 
their commodity is expofed to view, for they are particularly care
ful in concealing every thing they bring to fell. Should this ma
nceuvre not fucceed, after much deliberation, their cargo is pro
duced, and generally confifts of a few trifling pieces of old fea otter 
:fkins, and even then, a confiderable time is taken up before the 
bargain is concluded; fo that a whole day would frequently be 
fpent in picking up a few trifles. Such, however, was our prefent 
fituation, in regard to trade, that we patiently fubmitted to the 
tantalizing method of thefe people, in hopes that fomething better 
might pollibly be brought us; but finding they were ftripped al
moft naked, and not the moft diftant probability of any better fuc
cds, Captain Dixon determined to leave this place the firft oppor
tunity. 

I fhall now endeavour to give thee fome account of this plac~,: 
and its inhabitants. As there is good reafon to fuppofe that we 
were the firft difcoverers of this harbour, Captain Dixon named it 
Port Mulgrave, in honour of the Right Honourable Lord Mul
grave. Our anchoring place is fituated in 59 deg. 32 min. North 
latitude, and 140 deg. Weft longitude. How extenfive the found 
i.s, I cannot fay; it contains a number of fmall low ii1ands, but at 
intervals, when the fog cleared up, we could difcern high moun
tainous land, to the Northward and Weft ward, at about ten 
leagues difiant, entirely covered with fnow, and which. we judged 
to be polrt of the continent. Thefe iilands, in common with the 
feft of the coaft, are entirely covered with pines, of two or three 
different fpecies, intermixed here and there with witch hazle and 
\'1U"ious kinds of brufh-wood. ' 

Shrubs 
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Shrubs of different forts appeared to be fi>ringing up, but their 
vegetation was not fufficiently advanced for us to diftinguiih what 
they were; yet the weather was tolerably mild, the mean of the 
thermometer being 46 deg. 

We found forne wild geefe and ducks here, and though not near 
fa numerous as at Montague Hland, yet they were more eafily come 
-at. Captain Dixon frequently went on fuore, to take the diverfion 
of fuooting, and feldom returned without fame game, which not 
only proved an excellent treat for us, but at the fame time gave the 
Indians fuch an idea of fire-arms, that their behaviour was per
fectly quiet and inoffenfive, and they never attempted to mo
left us. 

The number of inhabitants contained in the whole found, as 
near as I could calculate, amounted to about feventy, including 
women and children; they in general are about the middle {ize~ 
their limbs ihaight and well ibaped, but like the reft of the inha
bitants we have feen on the coaft, are particularly fond of painting 
their faces with a variety of colours, fo that it is no eafy matter to 
difc~ver their real complexion; however, we prevailed on one wo
man, by perfuafion, and a trifling prefent, to wafh her face and 
hands, and the alteration it made in her appearance abfolutely fur
prifed us; her countenance had all the chearful glow of an Eng
lifu milk-maid; and the healthy red which flufhed her cheek, was 
even beautifully contrafted with the whitenefs of her neck; her eyes 
were black and fparkling; her eye-brows the fame colour, and 
moft beautifully arched; her forehead fo remarkably clear, that 
the transflucent veins were feen meandering even in their minutdl: 
branches---in £hort, £he was what would be reckoned handfome 
even in England: but this fymmetry of features is entirely de-

ftroyed 
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J 787. firoyed by a cuftom extremely fingular, and what we had never met 
June. with before, neither do I recollect having feen it mentioned by any I....-v--J 

Voyagers whatever. 

An aperture is made in the thick part of the under lip, and in
ereafed by degrees in a line parallel with the mouth, and equally 
long: in this aperture, a piece of wood is conitantly wore, of an 
eliptical form, about half an inch thick; the fuperficies not flat, 
but hollowed out on each fide like a fpoon, though not quite fo 
deep; the edges are likewife hollowed in the form of a pully, in 
order to fix this precious ornament more firmly in the lip, which 
by this means is frequently extended at leaft three inches horizon.:.. 
tally, and confequently diftorts every feature in the lower part of 
the face. This curious piece of wood is wore only by the women, 
and feems to be oonfidered as a mark of diftinCtion, it not being 
wore by all indifcriminately, but only thofe who appeared in a fu
perior ftation to the reft. 

The language here is different from that of Prince William's 
Sound, or Cook's River; it appears " barbarous, uncout~, and dif
ficult to pronounce: they frequently ufed the word Amcou, which 
fIgnifies a Friend) or Chief, and their numerals reckon to ten· but 

t , 

I was not able to procure any farther fpecimen of their language, 
as they are very clofe and uncommunicative in their difpofitions. 

Their habitations are the molt wretched hovels that can poffibly 
be conceived; a few poles ftuck in the ground, without ord~r or 
regularity, enclofed and covered with loofe boards, conftitute an 
Indian hut, and fo little care is taken in their confiruCtion, that
they are quite infufficient to keep out the fnow or rain: the nume-

rous 
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rous chinks and crannies ferve, however, to let out the fmoke, no 
particular aperture being left for that purpofe. 

The infide of thefe dwellings exhibits a compleat picture of dirt 
and filth, indolence and lazinefs; in one corner are thrown the 
bones, and remaining fragments of victuals left at their meals; in 
another are heaps of fiili, pieces of frinking fleili, greafe, oil, &c. 
in iliort, the whole ferved to iliew us, in how wretched a frate it is 
pofiible for human beings to exifr; and yet thefe people appear con
tented with their fituation, and probably enjoy a much greater 
portion of happinefs and tranquillity, than is to be found under 
the gilded roofs of the moil: defpotic monarch . 

.. 
'Tis probable, that the chief reafon why there Indians take no 

greater pains in the frruCture of their habitations is, that their 
fituation is merely temrorary: no fooner does the mailer of a 
tribe find game begin to grow fcarce, or fiili not fo plentiful as he 
expected, than he takes down his hM, puts the boards into his 
canoe, and p,!:ddles away to feek out for a fpot better adapted to his 
various purpofes, which, having found, he prefently ereCts his 
dwelling in the fame carelelefs manner as before. 

I before took notice, that their fmall canoes were neatly finiilied;* 
the very reverfe is the cafe with their large ones; they are made 
entirely of one large tree, rudely excavated and reduced to no par
ticular iliape, but each end has the refemblance of a butcher's tray, 
and generally are large enough to hold twelve or fourteen people. 
Whilft we lay here, theIe people fupplied us very plentifully with 
halibut, which we bought of them for beads and fmall toes. The 

place 

*' One of thefe was brought home by Captain Dixon, a 1 d is now in the pofTe/Iior. 
ef Sir Jofeph Banks. 
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J787. l,lace \\here thefe halibut were caught, is in the offing round the 
.~ne~ point of land we firft made in the morning of the 23d ~f May. 

'Our v;hale-boat was one day fent with feven hands to tlus place • 
. on a filliing party ; but their fuccefs was greatly inferior to_that 
of t'1.00 Indians, V\I ho were fifhingat the fame time, which :s rather
extraordinary, if we confider the apparent inferiority of their tackle 
to our's. Their hook is a large fimple piece of wood, the lliank at 
leaft half an inch in diameter; that part which turns up, and whieh 
f-arms an acute angle, .is confiderably fmaller, and brought gradu .. 
ally to a point: a ·flat piece of wood, about fix inches long, and· 
near two inches wide, is neatly lallied to the fhank, on the back <>f 
which is rudely carved the reprefentation of an human face. 

I cannot think that this was altogether defigned as an ornament 
to their hooks, but that it has fome religious allufion, and pollibly 
1'5 intended a5 a kind of Deity, to enfure their fuccefs in filhing, 
",hich .is conducted in a fingular manner. They bait their hook 
.-.:ith a kind of filh., .called by the failors fquids, and having funk it 
to the bottom, they fix a bladder to the end of the line as a buoy, 
and {bould that not watch fufficiently, they add another. Their 
lines are very {hong, being made of the finews or inteftines of ani. 
"mals. 

'One mmis fufficient to look after five or fix of thefe buoys} 
when he percei¥es a fifh bite, he is in no great hurry to haul up his 
line, but gives him time to be well hooked; and when he has haul
ed the fifh up to the {urface of the water, he knocks him on t-he_ 
head with a lhort club., pr.ovided for that purpofe, and af~erwards 
fto:vs his p~ize awa~ at his leifure: this is done to prevent the 
hahbut (w~Ich f?metlmes are very large) from damaging, or per
llaps upfettmg hIS canoe in their dying ftruggles. Thus were we 
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fairly beat at our own weapons, and the natiVes conftantly' bring .. 
ing us plenty of nih, our boat was never fent on this bufinefs after ... 

wards. 

. They drefs' their vietuals by putting heated' frones into' a . kind 
of wicker balket, amongft pieces of fifh, feal, porpoife, &c. and co-

. vered up clofe; fometimes they make broth and fifh foup by the 
fame method, which they always preferred to boiling, though we 
gave them fome brafs pans, and. pointed out the mode of ufing 
them. ~ 

The Indians' are particularly fond of chewirig a plant, 'which ap.; 
pears to be a fpecies of tobacco; not content, however, with chew
ing it·in its fimple flate, they generally niix lime along with it; 
and fometimes the inner rind of the pine- tree, together with a 
rofinous. fubftance. extracted from it. 

When we came into·this harbbur".onthe 23d of May, our at
tention was a g.ood deal engaged by the fight of a number of white 
rails, on a level piece of grolUld, not far from the creek which I 
bave already obferved was fituated to the Southward of us .. Thefe 
rails were about a mile and half from the veffel, and . appeared;· at 
that diftance:. to be conftruCted with fuch order and regularity; 
that we concluded them beyond the reach. of 'Indian contrivanc~) 
and confequently that they were erected by fome civilized nation: 
Captain Dixon, willing to be fatisfied in this particular, took.: 
an opportunity of going to the fpot, and to his great furprize r 

found it to be a kind of burying-place, if I may ,be' allowed 
to call that fo, where dead bodies are not depofited in the earth. 
The manner in which they difpofe of their diad is very remarkable: 
they feparate the head from the body~ and wrapping them in furs, 

the 
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the head is put into a fquare box, the body in a kind of oblong 
cheft. At each end of the cheft which contains the body, a thick 
pole, about ten feet long, is drove into the earth in a flanting po
fition, fo that the upper ends meet together, and are very firmly 
lafhed with a kind of rope prepared for the purpofe. 

About two feet from the top of this arch, a fmall piece of tim
ber goes acrofs, and is very neatly fitted to each pole: on this piece' 
of timber the box which contains the head is fixed, and very ftrongly 
fecured with rope; the box is frequently decorated with two or 
three rows of fmall fhells, and fometimes teeth, which are let into 
the wood with great rleatnefs and ingenuity; and as an additional 
ornament, is painted with a variety of colours; but the poles are 
uniformly painted white. Sometimes thefe poles are fixed upright 
in the earth, and on each fide the body, but the head is always fe
cured in the pofition already defcribed. 

What ceremony is ufed by there people, in depofiting their dead 
in this manner, we never could learn, as nothing of the kind hap
pened during our ftay in the harbour. 

Befides the {kins I have mentioned already, we purchafed a few 
bears, and fome land beaver; but I rather think, that the marmot 
d?aks were procured by thefe people from fome neighbouring 
tnbe. 

Toes were the article of trade held in the firft eftimation here 
and next to thefe, pewter bafons were beft liked. ' 

Beads ferved to purchafe pieces of {kins that were of little value. 
but the deep blue1 and fmal1 green1 were the only forts that would 
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he taken in barter: indeed our traffic at this place was fo very cir
cumfcribed, that there was not the Ie aft occafion to fhew the people 
any great variety of articles, as it only ferved to difrraCt them in 
their choice, and made their flow method of trading frill more te
dious. 

I have now given thee fuch an account of this place, and its inha
bitants, as my obfervatians from time to time furnifhed me with: 
thou art n"ot to expeCl:: them methodical, or well digefied; however, 
the perufal may ferve thee for a momentary amufement, and I per
haps may have an opportunity of adding a kind of fupplement pre
vious to our leaving the coaft. We are now getting ready for fear 
Adieu. 

PORT MULGRAVE,} 
3d June. 

LETTER 

W. B. 

XXXII. 

T HERE being no farther profpeet of any trade in Port Mul
grave, Captain Dixon determined to leave it the firft oppor

tunity; and a breeze at South Eaft fpringing up at four o'clock in 
the morning of the 4th of June, we carried a [mall anchor a-head, 
and warped out of the harbour. . At eight we made fail, and frood 
out of the found. At noon, the South point of the entrance into 
Port Mulgrave bore South Eaft, and the North point North 85 
deg. Weft ~ the Southern bluff about five miles difrant. 

Z During 
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Ji87. During this afternoon, and the whole of the 5th, we had light 
June. variable winds, with calms by turns. 

"--v--J 

In the morning of the 6th, the land in fight bore from North 
7t3 deg. Weft, to North 50 deg. Eaft; and the Weft point of the 
bay we had left North 10 deg. \Veft, about five leagues diftant. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 59 deg. 13 min. 1\ orth latitude; and 
the longitude was 140 deg. 40 min, Weft. A frelli Eafterly bree~e 
now fjllung up, and the day being tolerably clear, at four o'clock 
in the afternoon, we faw Mount St. Elias, which bore North Weft 
tLree quarters North, more than 20 leagues diftant. 

From the 7th to the 9th, the wind kept to the Eaftward, wiM 
wet, hazy weather, during which time we plied to the Southward. 
and confequently ftretched farther from the land than we· could 
have wifhed; the coaft in this part trending nearly from Eall: 
South Eait to Weft North Weft. Our obfervation at noon, on 
the 8th, gave 57 deg. 59 min. North latitude; and 141 deg. 25-
min. Weft longitude. 

, 
At one o'clock in the morning of the loth, the wind fhifted to-

South Weft, which enabled us to ftand in for the coaft, to our 
great fatisfaCtion. Our meridian altitude at noon gave 56 deg. 
49 min. North latitude; and the longitude 140 deg. I I min. 
vVeft. 

During the remainder of the day, and the whole of the 11th, 
we had a frelli breeze from the Weftward, and kept ftanding for 
the coaft, which, however, we could not fee at any confiderable dif
tance, the forenoon being thick and hazy. Our latitude at noon, 
57 deg. 13 min. North; longitude 136 deg. 26 min. Well!. At-

J !Lat£ 
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half paft two in the afternoon, we faw -land, bearing from Weft 
North Weft to Eaft South Eaft, about four mfles difrant. The 
Southermoft point of land appeared to be Cape Edgecombe, which 
we frood in for, and prefently found we were not miilaken. At 
fix o'clock the cape bore North North Weft, and our diftance from 
fuore about a mile. \Ve now opened a very large and extenfive 
bay, which had every appearance of an excellent harbour. About 
a mile to the Southward of the cape is a fmall ifiand, and we fteered 
right for the paffage betwixt that and the cape; but at feven 
o'clock, feeing a quantity of rock-weed right a-head, Captain 
Dixon judged it prudent to haul off {hore to the Southward, during 
the night. 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 12th, we tacked, and frood 
in for the bay, leaving the fmall ifiand juft mentioned to the Weft
ward, with a light breeze from North Weft by Weft. At four 
o'clock our whale-boat was hoifred out, and fent a-head to found. 
About fix o'clock we faw a large boat full of people, at a very con
fiderable diilance out at fea, making towards us as fail as pollible; 
fhe hoifred fomething which had the appearance of a white flag, 
but we could not difringuifil, with the heip of our t',hl;~':.;) what 
nation fue belonged to; and various were our cOl~eaures on this 
head. Some of us judged them to be R ufilans; and others thought 
they pollibly might be Spaniards, who had been left here ever fince 
the year 1775, at which time two Spanifh veffels were at anchor 
near this place; or that they bdonged to fome {hip, which pro
bably lay here at prefent: however, as they came nearer, we per
ceived it to be an Indian canoe, and on their coming up with us, 
we had the pleafure to find, that they belonged to the found we 
were fteering for. They hadfeen our veffe1 the preceding evening, 

ana 
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and on our ftanding out to fea, had followed us, but 10ft fignt of 
the fhip during the night. 

Soon after fix o'clock, the breeze dying away, our whale-boat 
came on board, the yawl was hoified out, and both boats fent 
a-head, in order to tow the veffel into the bay. During this time, 
we bought a few furs of trifling value, from our new acquain
tance; and they gave us to underiland, that we fhould find a 
number of inhabitants, and plenty of furs, in the adjacent har
bour. This piece of intelligence, though not abfolutely to be de
pended on, elated us not a little. What we had taken for a white 
flag, on our firil feeing the canoe, was a tuft of white feathers 
which they had hoiiled at the top of a long pole, and which I un
rlerftand to be an emblem of peace and friendfhip. At ten o'clock 
we faw a bay to the Northward, which appeared to be well ihel
tered from the wind; and a breeze {pringing up, we ilood right in 
for it. Mr. Turner was rent in the whale-boat up the found, to 
look for a harbour; and Mr. White, our Third Mate, was fent in 
the yawl, into the bay a-head, in order to examine the foundings. 
Soon after eleven o'clock Mr. White returned, and reported, that 
the bay appeared to be an excellent place for the veffel to lay in, • 
there being good anchorage from eight to twelve fathom water, 
over a fandy bottom. , 

After making a few {hort boards, we came to anchor at twelve 
o'clock, in eight fathom water, over a fandy bottom; the extremes 
of the land forming the bay to the Northward, bore from South 3 
deg. Weft to North 3 deg. Eail; the point of 'land to the South 
Eait, South Eafl: by· South; about three quarters of a mile diftant 
from ~~re. The harbour to the Southward, and South Eail by 
Eail, IS weltllheltered by great quantities of rock-weed. 

About 
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About four in the afternoon, Mr. Turner returned from his 
furvey in the whale-boat: he had found feveral harbours well fuel
tered from any wind, but the bottom in general rocky; fo that 
Captain Dixon determined to keep his prefent fituation, as it ap
peared well {heltered from bad weather, and convenient for the in-· 
habitants to vifit us. 

Whilft Mr. Turner was out in the whale-boat, he faw a large 
cave, formed by nature in the fide of a mountain, about four miles 
to the Northward of qur anchoring birth: cllriofity prompted him· 

£. 

to go on fuore, in order to examine it, as there appenred fomething 
which, at a diftance, looked bright and fparkling. On getting 
into the cave, he found the object which attraCted his attention to. 
be a fquare box, with a human head in it, depofited in the manner 
already defcribed at Port Mulgrave; the box was very beautifully 
ornamented with fmall {hells, and feemed to have been left there 
very recently, being the only one in the place. This circumfiance 
f~ms to {hew, that the natives of this place difpofe of their dead in 
the fame manner as at Port Mulgrave, but probably make choice of 
caves for that pm"pofe, in preference to the open air. 

At day-light in the morning of the 13th, we had a number of 
canoes full of inh.abitants along-fide; after a confiderable time 
fpent in finging, a pretty bl'iik trade commenced, and we bought 
a number of excellent otter ikins; the people feemed far more 
lively and aler~ than thofe we had left at Port Mulgrave; and from 
every appearance, we had reafon to expect an excellent trade at 
this place. 

From this to the 16th, our trade went brifkly forward, but af
terwards it began to decline, and feveral of th~ Indians left us, in 
order to bring a further fupply of fkins from their neighbours. 

Toes 
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Toes are the article of traffic held in the firft eftimation at this 
place; but they always refufed fmall ones, wanting them in gene
ral from eight to fourteen inches long. Befides thefe, we traded 
with pewter barons, hatchets, howels, buckles, rings, &c. Of thefe 
the barons were beft liked; for though the hatchets and howels 
were obvioufly the moft ufeful tools thefe people could pollibly 
have, yet they were only taken in exchange for furs of inferior va
lye. Beads of every fort were conftantly refufed with contempt, 
when offered by way of barter, and would fcarcely be accepted as 
prefellts. 

In the evening of the 16th, a frefh gale of wind came on from 
the Southward, which caufed a very heavy fea to fet into the bay. 
vVe were preparing to frrike the top-mails, when fortunately, about 
midnight, the weather moderated. This circumilance, however; 
ferved to fhew us, that the bay was not fa fecurely fheltered from 
bad weather as we at firft imagined. 

From the 17th to the 21il, our trade gradually fell off; and to
wards the laft, they brought us fcarcelyany thing but rubbifh, be
ing pieces of old doaths nearly wore out; however, we had no rea
fan to· complain of their backwardnefs in parting with what little 
trade they had left; their conduCt in this particular being quite 
the reverfe to that of our old friends in Port Mulgrave. 

Amongfr the people who came to trade with us, was an old 
man, \~.:ho feemed remarkably intelligent: he gave us to under
ftand, that a good \vhile ago there had been two veffels at anchor 
near this place, one of which was confiderably larger than our's. 
t_hat they c~rried a great number of guns, and that the people re~ 
1embled us m colollr and drefs. He £hewed us a white iliirt they 

had 
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had given him, and which he feemed to regard as a great curiofity: 
on examining it, we found it made after the Spanifh fafhion, and 
immediately judged thefe vefiels defcribed by this Indian to be the 
Spaniards who (as I have already related) were on this coaft in the 

year 1775. 

In the Joumal of the Spanifh Voyage, publifhed by the Honou
rable Daines Barrington, the Spaniards are [aid to have anchored 
in 57 deg. 18 min. North latitude: we now lay in 57 deg. 3 min .. 
North latitude; and the old man,- when defcribing the fituation of 
the above {hips, always pointed up the found, to the Northward, 
which helped to confirm us in our opinion, that the people defcrib
ed by him muft have been the Spaniards. Should this conjecture 
be right, it fufficientl y proves, that this place is feldom vifited by 
Europeans; for in that cafe, a variety of £hips would have render
ed the accounts of our new acquaintance confufed and imperfect :: 
on the contrary, his remarks were always clear and pertinent, and 
uniformly tended to defcribe the fame objeCt. 

During this time, though trade principally engaged our atten
tion, yet a number of fubordinate, though neceffary employments, 
were carried on; parties were frequently fent on {hore, fo_me to cut. 
fire-wood, others to fill up our water, and the carpenters cut a 
fpare top-maft, and feveral fpars, for various purpofes. The wa
ter was procured from a fmall river round a point of land, at the 
diftance of a mile from the ihip. 

, 
At firft, the natives behaved civilly enough, and fuffered our 

people to follow their various employments unmolefted; but they 
foon grew very troublefome, and attempted to pick their pockets, 
3nd even to fieal their faws and axes in the moft open, daring 

manner; 
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manner; indeed they could fcarcely be l'eftrained from thefe pro
ceedings without violence; but -this it was neither our intereft or 
inclination to offer, if it could pollibly be avoided. Our people • 
were never fent on iliore without being well armed; and luckily, 
the fight of a few mufquets kept them in a kind of awe, as they had 
frequently feen Captain Dixon ilioot birds, which had given them 
,an idea of the fatal effects of fire-arms; [0 that our bufinefs on 
fhore was compleated without coming to an open quarrel with 
.thefe people 

In my next I may, perhaps, give thee fome further account of 
this place, which Captain Dixon diftinguiilied by the name of Nor
folk Sound, in -honour of 11is 'Crace the Duke of Norfolk; and I 
fincerely wifh, that what little I have already [aid, refpeB:ing 
our fuccefs, maY,give thee half the pleafure it has given to thine 
affuredly, 

W .. B. 
NORFOLK SOUND, 'l 

22dJune. S 

LETTER XXXIII. 

N ORF?LK Sou~d, at leaft that part where we lay at an-:. 
- ch~r, IS fituated 111 .57 deg. 3 min. North latitude; and 135 
,d~g. 36 mm. Weit longItude. In that fituation, Mount Edge
~ombe bore from us \\Teft by South, a very few miles diftant. It 
IS a very extenfive place, but how far it ftretches to the Northward, • 
1 cannot fay; though I have no doubt of there being a pafTage 
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through tothe Bay of !JIands, which, thou mayeft remember, we look-
, ed for in vain to the Weftward of Cape Edgecombe, when on the 

coaft laft year. Had the wind permitted us, to have looked round 
the South Eaft point of the cape, agreeable to our intention in the 
morning of the 15th of September laft, we without doubt fhould 
have found our prefent harbour. During the greateft part of the 
time we lay here, the weather was pretty moderate, the mean of the 
thermometer 48 deg. the wind generally light, and varying from 
South Eall: to South Weft. 

The !hore here, in common with the reft of the coaft, abounds 
with pines; there is alfo greater quantities of the witch hazle here, 
than we had hitherto met with. We found various kinds of flow
ering trees andfhrubs, amongft which were wild goofeberries, cur
rants, and rafberries; wild padley is found here in great plenty; 
we picked great quantities of it, and it eats excellently, either as a 
fallad, or boiled amongft foup. The faranne, or wild lilly-root" 
grows here in great plenty and perfection. 

There are very few wild geefe or ducks feen here, and thofe !hy 
and difficult of approach. Captain Dixon, as I before obferved, 
was frequently on fhore with his fowling-piece; but he !hot any 
thing that came in his way indifcriminately, his chief motive being 
rather to !hew the Indians the effects of fire-arms, than to purfue 
game; and the event fuewed that his intention was compleatly a11-
fwer.ed. 

The.inhabitants frequently caught halibut, and we raw large 
quantities of falmon frequently hung up on !hore to dry, but they 
were not very willing to fell it, which thews, that fifh is a princi
pal and favourite article of food here: we indeed purchafed a few 
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falmon, but they were of a very inferior kind to thofe we met with 
in Cook's River. Fiili, however, being the only frelli provifion in 
.our power to obtain, our whale-boat was frequently fent out with 
fix hands to catch fiili for the fuip'5 company; they were always 
tolerably fucce(,,[ul, catching great numbers of fine rock-filli, and 
.fome hake, but very few halibut. 

Whether the method of fiiliing here is the fame with that at 
Port Mulgrave) I cannot fay, as we never had an opportunity of 
feeing them at that employment. There are great quantities of 
mufcles in fome parts of the found, together with a few crabs, 
ftar-fiili, &c. 

I endeavoured to make a calculation of the number of inhabi ... 
tants who refide in the found, and its environs; the greateft num
ber I ever faw about the fhip at one time, was 175, including wo
men and children. Were I to eftimate thefe at half the number who 
live here, it would perhaps not be far from the truth; but fhp
pofing an allowance to be made for the aged and infirm, and for 
thofe who were abfent, engaged in hunting, fiiliing, &c. I think 
450 people will be the whole of the natives found here, taking the 
computation in its utmoft extent, and including men, women, and 
children. 

Thefe peQple in their make, iliape, and features, are pretty much 
the fame with thofe we faw in Port Mulgrave; their faces are alfo 
painted with a variety of colours; the women, too, ornament, or 
rat.her diftort ~heir lips in the fame manner as I have already de
fcnbed; and It fhould feem, that the female who is ornamented 
w~th the largeft piece of wood, is generally moft refpected by her 
fnends, and by the community in general. 

This 
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This curious operation of cutting the· under lip of the females, 
never takes place during their infancy, but from every obfervatiori 
I was able to make, feems confined to a peculiar period of life. 
When the girls arrive to the age of fourteen or fifteen, the center 
of the under lip, in the thick part near the mouth, is fimply perfo
rated, and a piece of copper wire introduced to prevent the aper
ture fr<?m clofing ; the aperture afterwards is lengthened, from time 
to time, in a line parallel with the mouth, and the wooden orna
ments are enlarged in proportion, till they are frequently increafed 
to tllf~e, or even four inches in length, and nearly as wide, but this 
generally happens, when the matron is advanced in years, and con
fequently the mufc1es are relaxed; fo that pollibly old age may 
obtain greater refpeS: than this very fingular ornament" 

The manners and difpofition of the people Bere, approach nearer 
to thofe in Cook's River, and Prince William's Sound, than our 
friends in Port Mulgrave; but this may, perhaps, in fame mea
(ure,. be accounted for from their enlarged fociety, and their con~ 
ftant intercourfe with each other., 

Their traffic; and indeed all their'concerns, fo far as fell under· 
- my obfervation, appear to be conducted with great order and regu

larity; they conftantly came along-fide to trade with us at day
light in the morning, and never failed to [pend more than half an 
hour in finging before the traffic commenced. The. Chief of the 
tribe has always the entire management of all the trade belonging 
to his people, and takes infinite pains to difpofe of their furs ad-
vantageoufiy .. 

Should a different tribe comealbng-fide to trade, whilft he is 
trading, they wait with patience till he has done, and if in their 
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(;'lillion he has 111ade a good market, they frequently employ him 
t~ fell 'their 1kins ,: fometimes, indeed, they are extremely jealous of 
each other, and ufe every precaution to prevent their neighbours 
from obferving what atticlt:s they obtain in exchange for their 
commodities. 

Abouttwelve o'clock theyconftantly left the {hip, and went on 
nlOJ'e, where they ftaid about an hour, which time, as we had fre .. 
quent opportunities of obferving, was taken up in eating. This 
evidently [hews, that, they have at leaft one .fixed meal in the day, 
and that it is regulated by the fun. -They likewife frequently left 
'us about four in the afternoon; but this time was not fo exactly 
obferved as at noon. Towards the evening we in general had far 
the greatefl: numher of vifitants '; but by this time the trade of the 
day was pretty well ove!', and numbers came only by way of relax
ation, after the fatigue of their various employments, though 
fometimes we had excellent lkins brought us in the eVeRing, by 
traders who had been out during the day amongft their neighbours 
:in the adjacent harbours. 

It was one fine evening, when we were furrounded. both by tra ... 
,ders and people brought by curiofity, that I counted 175 people, as 
I-have before obferved ; and lam pretty confident, that the con
clufion I drew from that efiimate, will be the extreme num~r df 
inhabitants living in thisJound. 

- When the traffic of the day is pretty well over, they begin:lo fing, 
:and never leave off till the approach of night; thus beginning and 
ending the day in the fame manner. 
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One peculiar cuftom I took notice of here, which as yet we had 
been {hangers to. The moment a Chief has concluded a bargain, he 
repeats the word Coocoo thrice, with quickncfs, and is immediately 
anfwered by all the people in his canoe with the word l;rheai.), pro
nounced in a tone of exclamation, but with greater or lefs energy. 
in proportion as the bargain he has made is approved of. . ' 

The cloaths wore univerfally on the coaft are made of 1kin:o 
fewed together in various forms, and vvhich I will endeavour to 
defcribe more particularly by and bye; I j uft mention them no\<v 
from a remarkable circumftance. One of the Chiefs who came to 
trade with us, happening one day to call: his eyes on a piece of 
Sandwich Hland cloth, which hung up in the ihrouds to dry, be
came very importunate to have it given him. The man to whom 
the cloth belonged, parted with it very willingly, and the Indian 
was perfealy overjoyed with his prefent. After felling what furs 
he had brought with great difpatch, he immediately left us, and 
paddled on {hore, without favouring us with a parting fong, as is 
generally the cuftom. Soon after day-ligh~ the next morning, our' 
friend appeared along-fide, dreffed in a coat made of the Sandwich 
If1:md cloth given him the day before, and cut exaaly in the form 
of their !kin-coats, which greatly refemble a waggoner's frock, ex
cept the collar and wrift-bands. The Indian was more proud of 
his new acquired drefs than ever London beau was of a birth-day 
fuit, affd we were greatly pleafcd with this proof of there people's 
ingenuity and difpatch; the coat fitted exceedingly well; the [earns 
were fewed with all the firength the cloth would admit of, ar:d with 
a degree of neatnefs equal to that of an Englifh mantua-maker. 

I was one day endeavouring to get the meaning of forne words in 
their language from one of the Chiefs, and on pointin::; to the Sun, 

he 
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he took great pains to make me underftand, that notwithftanding 
our apparent fuperiority in poffeffing various ufeful articles, which 
they did not, yet that our origin was the fame with their's, that 
they came from above as well as we, and that the Sun animated 
and kept alive every creature in the univerfe. Thefe notions of 
the Chief immediately brought to my recolleCtion thofe beautiful 
lines of Pope, in his EIray on Man. 

" Lo! the poor Indian whofe untutor'd mind, 
" Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind, 
" His foul, proud fcience never taught to {hay, 

." Far as the folar walk or milky way, 
" Yet fimple na ture to his hope has giv'n 
(( Behind the cloud-topt hill an humble Heav'n; 
" Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac'd, 
" Some happier iiland in the watry wal1:e, 
" ,\Vhere ilaves once more their native land behold, 
" No fiends torment, no Chriftians thirl1: for gold. 
" 'To be, contents his naturaldefire, 
" He afks no angel's wing, no feraph's fire, 
c.' But thinks admitted to that equal iky, 
" His faithful dog {hall bear him company." 

The Indians here alluded to by Pope; are undoubtedly thofe af 
South America; yet many of thefe lines are applicable to the peo:
pIe on this fide of the continent. The man I have juft been fpeaking 
of had, no doubt, fome idea of a Supreme Being; and if we admit
the probability of their morning and evening fongs being intended 
as a kind of adoration to that Supreme Being, it will ferve to give 
us no very inadequate idea of their religion. 

The canoes here are conftruCted in much the fame manner as.: 
thofe at Port Mulgrav.e;. but the large ones are.finifhed in a mort:. 

'Qm~· 



NOR TH-WEST eOA S'T OF AMERIC A. 

compleat and workman-like manner, and hold .from fixteen to 

twenty people. 

Betides their ordinary drefs, the' natives at this place have a pecu
liar kind of cloaks made purpofe1y to defend them from the incle
mency of the weather. I had no opportunity of examining them 
minutely, but they appear to be made of reeds fewed very clofe1y 
together, and I was told by one of our gentlemen who was with 
Captain Cook during his lail: Voyage, that they are exaCtly the fame 
with thofe wore by the inhabitants of New Zealand. 

In regard to the language here, I have fome reafon to think it is 
nearly the fame with that at Port Mulgrave; however, as it may 
perhaps be in my power to obtain fome further information re
fpe8:ing this article before we leave the co aft, I will refume the fub
ject at a future opportunity._. 

I have already mentioned, that our trade feemed nearly over by 
the 21 ft June, and we perceived" on the 22d the natives were ftrip .. 
ped of every thing worth carrying away, fo that it was determined 
to leave this place the firft fair wind. 

Our fuccefs at this place, if it did not anfwer our moil: fanguine 
expeCtations, w~s neverthe1efs by far the moil: encouraging we had 
hitherto met with. \Ve purchafed about two hundred excellen.t 
fea otter £kins, a good quantity of inferior pieces of fea otter, to
gether with a large parcel of indifferent pieces and flips i about one 
hundred good feals, and a great number of fine beaver taIls. " 

The various articles ufed by us in barter, I have already fpeci
fied; as alfo the different degrees of eftimation they are held in ; 
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iron, however, may jufi:ly be reckoned the ftaple commodity, every 
thing elfe depending, in a great meafure, on fancy and caprice~ 
Seals aoobeaver tails we brought to a regular ftandard price, a 
ring being uniformly given for a tailor a feal-fkin; fo that that 
part of our traffic was quickly difpatched. 

We now wait only for a fair wind to carry us from this place. 
Flulhed with our late fuccefs, we are willing to hope, that the coaft 
will yet afford us things of far greater confequence. Be this as it 
may, thou mayeft expeCt at every opportunity to hear from thine. 
ever, 

w. B. 
NORFOLK SOUND, 1 

24th June. S 

LET T E R XXXIV. 
I -

E AR L Y in the morning of the 23d of June, a light Wefterly 
breeze fpringing up, we unmoored, and at fix o'clock weighed 

anchor, and made fail. On getting in our fmall bower, we found 
about twenty fathom of the cable cut by the rocks, and being unfit 
for fervice, it was condenmed. 

At noon, Cape Edgcombe bore North 65 deg. \Veft, about three 
miles diftant from fuore, and our meridian altitude gave 56 deg~ 
48 min. North latitude. Captain Dixon's intention was to keep 

well 
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well in with the land aU along the coaft, in order to examine every 
place where there was a probability of finding inhabitants. In the 
afternoon the breeze freihened, and at fix o'clock we faw a fine en-

,tt'ance, b~aring Eaft North Eaft, on which we ihortened fail, and 
ftood in for it. On our approaching nearer in with the land, the 
'Channel a-head had the appearance of a ri ver from the North; but 
the tide fetting ftrongly out of it, and the wind ihifting to the 
Northward, we flood into a fine harbour, which now opened to 
the South Eaft. At the entrance we had foundings from fifty to 
fixty fathom water) over a rocky bottom; but as we advanced far
ther in, the foundings leffened·to twenty-one fathom, with mud, 
.on which we came to an anchor, being compleatly land-locked, and 
within mufquet iliot of the {hore, both to the Southward and 
Northward. 

Though this appeared a moft eligible fpot for the natives- t') take· 
up their abode in, yet no people were to be [een. On this, a four 
pounder was fired in the evening, in order to excite the curiolity of 
the inhabitants, if there ihould be any within hearing. 

The morning of the 24th was very fine, but no Indians to be 
. feen, on which the whale- boat was hoifted out, and Captain Dixon 
went in her to look for inhabitants, in the adjacent creeks and har
bours. A pafTage up a corner of the bay, to the Eaftward of our 
ftation, was the place which firft engaged his attention: h~ re
turned from thence about. twelve o'clock, but without fueee[s. 
The creek run a confiderable dittance in land, and terminatc'd at 
the foot of a mountain, from whence it received a copious. fupply 
·of freili water, occafioned by the heat of the fun melting the fil0W 
.on the tops of the mountains, and which now had fucll power as to 
fupplya conftant riv.ulet. r-' 

Db - 1\ ~ ",ear 



l'g~ 
A VOYAGE TO THE 

_ Near this place were the veftiges of an Indian hut, which {eemed 
to have been recently taken away, and probably had been the tem
porary habitation of {orne hunting party. Various kinds of flow
ers and flowering fhrubs, were {pringing up in the valley near the 
rivulet, and though no inhabitants were found here, yet the place 
{eems peculiarly eligible for a fummer refidence, and more fo, as 
there is a probability 'of meeting with plenty of fine falmon; fo 
that I have little doubt of its being conftantly frequented by the 
natives, farther on in the feafon. 

After dinner, Captain Dixon went to examine the paifage to the 
Northward. The afternoon being very fine, our furs were got upon 
deck, and fpread out to air; they had not received the leaft damage 
by being packed in puncheons; fome of the inferior ones were 
grown mouldy, but that, when dry, was eafily rubbed off. Cap
tain Dixon not returning when the evening came on, we began to 
feel a good deal of anxiety for his fafety, though he had feven peo
ple in the boat well armed j however, about eleven o'clock we were 
relieved from our fears by the boat's return; they had not met 
with the leaft veftige of any inhabitants, though they had been at 
l.eaft fix leagues diftant from the vefia~ 

Several of our powder-barrels being unhooped, and the powder 
grov,.'..n wet and damp, this harbour was judged a moil: eligible fpot 
to dry the powder, and get the barrels repaired, efpecially as the 
weather was remarkably clear and ferene; fa at eight in the morn-
ing of the 25th, the gunner took the powder on {hare, and the
cooper was fent to repair the cafk.s. In the mean time, Captain 
Dixon went in the boat to examine about the entrance into this 
harbour, as we had taken notice, in the afternoon of the 23d,_ of 
fome inlets to the Southward and Weftward. The day proved 
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remarkably fine. The powder was got into very good order, and 
brought on board early in the afternoon. The carpenters were on 
{hare, and cut a top-malt, and fome fpars for various ufes. 

'" ". 

About feven o'clock Captain Dixon returned, having met with 
no better fuccefs than before; he had been in feveral bays at a con
fiderable diLtance from the harbour, but could not perceive the 
leaft traces of people or habitations. 

This harbour is fituated in 56 deg. 35 min. North latitude; and 
J 3 5 deg. Welt longirude : it obtained the name of Port Banks, in 
honour of Sir Jofeph Banks. The profpeB: at Port Banks, thougb 
rather confined, yet has fomething in it more pleafing and romantic 
than any we had feen on the coaft. The land to the Northward 
and Southward rifes to an elevation ftifficiellt to convey every idea 
of wintt:r; and though its fides are perpetually covered with filOW, 
yet the numerous pines which ever and anon pop out their bufhy 
heads, entirely diveft it of that dreary and horrific caft with the 
barren mountains to the North Weft of Cook's River. To the 
Eaftward, the land is confiderably lower, and the pines appear to 
grow in the moft regular and exaCt order: there, together with the 
brufh-wood and Ihrubs on the furrounding beaches, form a moft 
beautiful contraft to the higher land, and render the appearance of 
the whole truly pleafing and delightful. 

As our ftaying here any longer was only a needlcfs waLte of time, 
at half paft three o'clock in the morning of the 26th, we weighed 

.anchor, and, it being calm, fent tht. boats a-head to tow the veifel 
,out of the bay. The weather had been very fine during the Ihort 
ti.Jie we lay here, and generally calm; the mean of the thermome
tel' So deg. 

Bb2 About 
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About ten o'clock we were got well into the entrance we came in 
by, but the wind fet right in, with a thick fog, fo that we were 
obliged to make feveral boards before we could get clear of the 
land. Our meridian altitude gave 56 deg. 30 min. North latitude; 
and the longitude was 135 deg. 35 min. Weft. 

The afternoon ~ and evening continuing foggy, we ftood to the 
Southward during the night, and at day-light in the morning of 
the 27th, ftood again to the Eaftward. At eleven in the forenoon" 
the day being tolerably clear, we faw land, which had the appear
ance of two rocky iflands, bearing North,Eaft, on which we freered 
direCtly for them. At noon the land in fight bore from North 
18 deg. Eaft, to North 50 deg. Eafi, four miles diftant. Our ]a

titude was 55 deg. 52 min. North; and our longitude 134 deg. 
S4 min. Weft. 

On our approaching frill nearer the land, there was every ap. 
pearance of a fine bay, the furtheft point to the Eaftward hearing 
North 35 deg. Eaft; and the Weftermoft point, which was very 

'x:ocky, North 45 deg. Weft, t\'\"o miles difrant. 

At three o'clock the whale-boat was hoifted out, and Mr. Tur
ner fent to found the entrance into the bay, and look for a harbour; 
He returned at five o'clock, and reported, that the greater part of 
the bay was {hoal water, and that there was no probability of 
meeting with a convenient birth to anchor in. 

At fix o'clock the weather turned hazy, with frequent fqualls, 
which cau[ed us to double reef the top-fails, and haul by the wind 
to the Southward. At eight o'clock the land bore from North 60 
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.deg. Eaft to W~ft; and the extremes of a large ifiand from North 
6 deg. Eaft, to North z6 deg. Weft. 

'; The weather in the morning of the 28th, was thick and hazv, 
~ J 

attended with a freih breeze from the Weftward. In the courfe of 
the forenoon, we faw land to the Northward and Weftward, about 
four miles diftant.; but the weather ftill continued fo very hazy, 
that it was by no means prudent to ftand clofe in with it. 

About three in the afternoon, t,he day dearing up, we had a good 
view of the land, the extremes ot which bore from North 12 deg. 
Eaft to South 65 deg. Eaft, and an opening, which had the appear
ance of a deep bay, North 47 deg. Eaft, about three leagues diftant. 

We fteered direCtly for this bay, expeCting to find a harbour, 
but on approaching quite clofe to the la"nd, we found it a ftraight 
bold ihore, without the leaft ihelter. The Northermoft point is a 
remarkably high barren rock, and was covered with an innumo-

I 

rable quantity of various kinds of birds. ' 

During the night, and the forenoon of the 29th, we plied occa
fionalIy, the weather being thick and hazy. Our latitude at noon, 
was 55 deg. 18 min. North; and the longitude 134 deg. 56 min. 
Weft. At three o'clock in,the afternoon, we llad a fight of the 
land, the extremes of which bore from N orth Weft to South Eaft 

I 

by Eaft. • 

During the night, and the forenoon of the 30th, we had light 
variable winds, the weather frill thick and hazy, vvhich occauoned 
us to make frequent boards, always endeavouring to keep as near 
the coafi as was confiftent with prudence. At noon we faw land 

to 
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to the X orthward and Eaftward, about four leagues diftant;, our 
meridian altitude gave 5S deg. 13 min. North latitude. We faw 
the appearance of an inlet, bearing North 5& deg. Eaft; but light 
variable winds prevented us from making ang great progrefs to
wards it; however, a freill \\Teil:erly breeze fpringing up at five
o'clock, we were enabled to ftand right in for the paffage; but this 
was of {hort continuance, the breeze foon dying away, and was 
fucceeded with light winds, in almoft every direClion. 

At eight.o'clock we faw an iiland to the Northward, which bore 
froIr. North Eaft by Eaft, to Eaft by North, about four leagues 
diftant; the weather during the night was moderate and hazy. 

At [even o'clock in the morning of the 1ft of July, having a frefh 
Wel1erly breeze, we ftretched to the South Eaft, the land in fight 
bearing from North 22 deg. Weft, to South Eail: half Eaft, and 
the body of an it1and feell the preceding evening, North 30 deg; 
Eaft, fix miles dil1ant. At noon, we faw a deep bay, which bore 
North Eal1 by Ealt; the extreme point to the Northward North 
Eaft by J'\ ort11 ; and the Eaftermoft land South Eaft, about feven 
leagues diftant. Our latitude was 54 deg. 22 min. North; an4 
the longitude 133 deg. 50 m:n. Weft. 

During the afternoon, we had light variable winds, on which 
we ftood to the N orthwa1-d, for fear we {hould get to leeward of 
the bay in fight, and we were determined to make it if pollible, as 
there was every probability of meeting with inhabitants. 

During the night we had light variable airs in every direaion, 
together with a heavy fwell from the South \Veft; fa that in the 
morning of the 2d, we found our every effort to reach the bay in .. 
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effeCl:uaf; however, a moderate breeze fpringing up at North Eall, 
we ftood in for the I~nd clofe by the wind with our il:arboard tacks 
on board. At feven o'clock, to our very great joy, we faw feveral 

, canoes full of Indians, who appeared to have been out at fea, 
making towards· u~. On their coming up with the veIfel, we 
found them to be a fifhing party; but fome of them wore excel
lent beaver cloaks, the fight of which----but at pre[ent I mufr lay 
down my pen, with a promife to refume it foon. Thine a{furedly, 

w. B~ 
OFF QyEEN CHARLOTTE'S [SLANDS, 1 

July 4th . S 

LET T E R XXXV. 

I DO U B T not but thou haft cenfured me in cc good, fet, holi
day terms," for the abrupt concluflon of my laft, at a time 

when we were becoming the favourites of fortune; but I hope now 
to make thee ample amends for this hiatus, by an account of the 
fuccefs we have met with, and which equals our moil: fanguine 
expeCtations. 

- The Indians we fell in with in the morning of the 2d of Jufy, 
did not [eem inclined to difpofe of their cloaks, though we endea
voured to tempt them by exhibiting various articles o~ trade, [uch 
a-s toes, hatchets, adzes, howels, tin kettles, pans, &c. their atten
tion fe.emed entirely taken up with viewing the vefieI, which they 
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• apparently did with mar~ of wonder:and fw·pvize. This we 100Ketl 
on as a good omen, and the event !hewed" that fir once we were 
not miftaken. 

After their curiofity, in fome meafure, fubfided, they began tei) 
trade, and we prefently bought what cloaks and fkins they had got, 
.in ,exchange for toes, which they feemed to like very much. 

They made figns for us to go in towards the fhore, and gave us 
to underftand, that we fhould find more inhabitants, and plenty of 
,furs. 

By ten o'clock we were within a mile of the fhore, and faw the 
village where thefe Indians dwelt right a-breaft of us: it confifted 
of about fix huts, which appeared to be bui~t in a more regular 
form than any we had yet feen, and the fituation very pleafant, but 
the thore was rocky, and afforded no place for us to anchor in. 
A bay now opened to the Eaftward, on which we hauled by the 
wind, which blew pretty frefh from the Northward and Eaftward, 
and fteered directly for it. During this time, feveral of the people 
whom we traded with in the. morning, had been on fhore, probably. 
to fhew their newly acquired bargains; but on feeing us t1eer for 
the bay, they prefently pufhed after us, joined by feveral other 
;canoes.. 

As we advanced up the bay, there appeared to be an excellent 
harbour, well land-locked, about a league a~head; we had found
ings from ten to twenty-five fathom water, over a rocky bottom, 
but unluckily, the harbour trended A-ght in the wind, and at one 
,dclock the tide fet fo ftrongly againft us, that we found it impoffi
,ble to make the harbour~ as we loft ground every board, on which 

we 
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we hove the main top-fail to the maft, in order to trade with the ... 1787. 
Indians. Tu''l. 

~ 

A fcene now commenced, which ab[oll1te1y beggars all dercrip
tion, and ~ith which we were fo oveljoyed, that we coU.tl !ca:'cely 
believe the evidence of our fenfes. There were ten canoes about the 
{hip, which contained, as nearly as I could el1imate, 120 people; 
many of thefe brought moft beautiful beaver cloaks; others excel
lent ikins, and, in lliort, none came empty handed, and the rapi
dity with which they [old them, was a circumitance a2ditionally 
pleafing; they fairly quarrelled with each other about which 
Ihould fell his cloak firft; and [orne aCtually threw their furs on 
board, if nobody was at hand to receive them; but we took parti
cular care to'let none go from the veifelllnpaid. Toes were almoft 
the ~nly article we bartel~ed with on this occafion, and indeed they 
were taken fo very eagerly, that there was not the leaft occafion to 
offer any thing elfe. In lefs than half an hour we purchafed near 
300 beaver £kins, of an excellent quality; a circum fiance which 
greatly raifed our fpirits, and the more, as both the plenty of fine 
furs; and the avidity of the natives in parting with. them, were con
vincing proofs, that no traffic whatever had recently been carried 
on near this place, and confequently we might expeCt a continu
ation of this plentiful commerce. That thou mayeft form fome 
idea of the cloaks we purchafed here, I {hall jllft obferve, that they 
generally contain thn:e good rea otter ikins, one of which is-cut in 
two pieces, afterwards they are neatly fewed together, [0 as to form 
a [quare, and are 100[eIy tied about the ihoulders with fin all lea
ther ftrings fafl:ened ,on each fide. 

At three o'clock, our trade being entirely over, and the wind ftill 
againfi: us, we made fail, and ftood om'of the bay, intending to 
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try again fllf the harbour in the morning. At eight o'clock the 
points of the bay we had lately left, bore from North 19 deg. Eaft 
to Eaft, about three leagues difiant. During the night we firetch. 
ed to the Sbuthward and Weftward, ply1l1g as occaiion required. 

In the morning of the 3d, we had a frelh Eafrerly breeze, and 
fqually weather, with rain; but as we aFproached the land, it 
grew calm; and at ten o'clock, being not more than a mile diftant 
from {hore, the tide fet us ftrongly on a rocky point tothe North. 
ward of the bay, on which the whale-boat and yawl were hoifted 
out and fent a-head, to tow the velld clear of the rocks. 

Several canoes came along-fide, but we knew them to be our 
friends whom we had traded with the day before, and found that 
they were firipped of every thing worth purchafing, which made 
us lefs anxious of getting into our propofed harbour, as there was 
a greater probability of our meeting with frelh fupplies of furs to 
the Eaftward. At three o'clock a freih breeze fpringing up, we 
hoified in the boats, and the weather turning hazy, we ftretched to 
the South Weft, tacking occafionally during the night. 

In the morning of the 4th the land in fight bore from North 75 
deg. Eaft to South 48 deg. Eaft, about four leagues diftant. At 
noon the head of the bay we firfi made; and which I ihall diftin
guiih by the name of Cloak Bay, bore nearly Eaft, about four leagues 
diftant. Our meridian alitude gave 54 deg. 14 min. North lati
tude; and the longitude was 133 deg. 23 min. \\-eft. vVe found 
the variation of the compafs to be 24 deg. 28 min. Eai'cerly. 

During the afternoon we had a. frelh Northerly' breeze, and 
cloudy weather. At three o'clock we fay a bay to the Eaftwal=d; 

on 
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on which we hauled on a wind, and ftood towards it; but finding 
nQ appearance of a harbour, nor any fign of inhabitants, when at 
two miles diftance from the land, we bore away to the Southward. 
At eight o'clock we tacked and frood to the Wefiward; the ex
tremes of the land at that time bore from North to South 4~ deg. 
Eaft, about four miles diftant from illOre. 

During the night we had light baffling winds, with intervening 
calms; but in the morning of the 5th, a breeze fprung up from 
the North Weft. During the forenoon we ftood in for the {hore, 
making occafional boards, in order that we might lofe as little 
ground as pollible. At noon the land in fight bore from South 
58 deg. Eaft to North I I deg. Weft, diftance from fhore about 
three miles. Our meridian altitude gave 53 deg. 48 min. North 
latitude. In the afternoon feveral canoes came along-fide, bring
ing a numner of good cloaks, which they difpofed of very eagerly; 
but trade feemed now to have taken a different turn; bra[s pans, 
pewter bafons, and tin kettles, being the articles moft efteemed by 
thefe people. 

The wind continuing fteady at North Weft, Captain Dixon 
judged it more advantageous for us to ply along fhore, as circurn
frances required, than come to anchor, efpecially as we had every 
reafon to conclude, that the natives did not live together in one 
focial community, but were fcattered about in different tribes, and 
probably at enmity with each other. At eight o'clock the extremes 
of the land in fight bore from North 20 deg. Weft to South 60 
-<leg. Eaft, and a kind of inlet or bay North 70 deg. Eaft; four 
miles diftant from fhore. 

Cc 2 The 
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The Indians did not leave us till evening came on, and gave us 
to underftand, that they would return in the morning with more 
furs. 

During the night, the weather was moderate, with a fteady 
North Weftcrly breeze; fa that in the morning of the 6th, we were 
well in with the land. In the forenoon our new friends returned, 
according to their promife, with fame excellent fea otter cloaks, 
which they difpored of with the fame facility as before. Our lati
tude at noon was 53 deg. 34 min. North; the extremes of the 
land bore from South S8 deg. Eaft to North 25 deg. Weft. 
The breeze fre{hening, we hove to in order to give the Indians a 
better opportunity- of trading, and by two o'clock we had entirely
{hipped them. 

Thefe people were evidently a different tribe from that we met 
with in Cloak Bay, and not [0 numerous; I could not reckon up 
more than feventy-five or eighty perfons along-fide at one time. 
The furs in each canoe feemed to be a difrinCt property, and the 
people were particularly careful to prevent their neighbours from 
feeing what articles they bartered for. Soon after two o'clock the 
Indians left us; on which we made fail, and frood along fuore, tack. 
ing as occafion required. 

Since the 2d, we had coafred along {hare more than thirty miles, 
and now meeting with a fre{h tribe of Indians, we were convinced 
that this plan was attended with better and fpeedier (uccefs than 
our laying at anchor could pollibly be. At eight o'clock the ex
tremes of the land in fight bore from North 10 deg. Eafr to South 
75 deg. Eaft ; our diftance from fuore about fix miles. The wea-

ther 
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ther during the night was moderate, and we plied to the South
ward and Weftward, making boards as occafion required. 

In the morning of the 7th we flood in for the land, and at ten 
o'clock, feeing a deep bay which bore North North Weft, we hauled 
on a wind, and fleered di.reCtly for it, thinking it probably might 
be inhabited; but on approaching well in with the land, there was 
no appearance of a harbour, or any inhabitants, on w~-ich we bore 
away to the Southward. At noon the extremes of the land bore 
from South Eaft to North 60 deg. Weft, four miles difrantJrom 
fhore. The latitude 53 deg. 16 min. and longitude 133 deg. I9 
min. Weft. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon, being clofe in {hore, we faw 
feveral canoes putting oft:. on which we {hortened fail, and lay to 
for them, as the wind blew pretty frefh. The place thefe people 
came from had a very fin gular appearance, and on exam!ning it 
narrowly, we plai.nly perceived that they lived in a very large hut, 
built on a fmall ifland, and wetI fortified after the-'l'mamer of an 
hippah, on which account we diftinguithed this place by the name 
of Hippah !/land. 

The tribe who inhabit this . hippah, feem well defended by na
ture from any fuddel1 aH'ault of their enemies; for the afcent to it 
from the beach is fieep, and difficult of accefs; and the other fides . 
are well barricadoed with pines and brufh-wood; notwithftanding 
which, they have been at infinite pains in raifing additional fences 
of rails and boards; fo that I fhould think they cannot fail to repel 
any tribe that fhould dare to attack their fortification. 

Anum-
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A number of circumftances had occurred, fince our firft trade in 
Cl03k Eay, which convinced us, that the natives at this r bce were 
of a mure ravage difj)ofition, and had lefs intercourfe with each 
0~her, than :u:.y Indians we had met with on the coaft, an4 we be
gan to fufpec1 that they were cannibals in fome degree. Captain 
Di:,,:on no fooner faw the fortified hut juft mentioned, than this 
fUlpicion was ftrengthened, as it was, he faid, built exaCtly on th(:' 
plan of the hippah of the favages at New Zealand. The people, 
on coming along-fide, traded very quietly, and ftrongly importuned 
us by figns, to come on ihore; at the fame time giving us to un· 
derftand (pointing towards the Eaft) that if we vifited that part of 
the coaft, the inhabitants there would cut off our heads. This was 
an unqueftionable proof, that they were at variance with their 
neighbours, and their hoftile appearance fufficiently confirmed it, 
being well armed with knives and fpears. 

I am not fond of hazarding conjeClutes, yet I cannot help remark
ing, that though the behaviour of thefe people was harmlefs and 
in offen five, y~t their attempt to perfuade us to go on ihore, is an 
additional proofin favour of our fufpicion; they certainly wanted 
to decoy us to the hippah, and there~ no doubt, we Ihould have 
been inftantly butchered. 

We purchafed a number of excellent cloaks, and fome good frins 
from thefe Indians, for which we gave a variety of articles, fome 
chufing toes, and others pewter bafons, tin kettles: knives, &c. 
This tribe appeared the leaft we had yet [een; I could not reckon 
more than thirty-four or thirty-fix people in the whole party; but. 
then it ihould be confidered, that thefe were probably chofen men,. 
who perhaps expected to meet with their enemies, as they w:ere 
·equally prepared for war or trade. 

Having 
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Having purchafed every thing thefe favages had to difpofe of, 
and no more canoes coming near us, at eight o'clock we made fai!. 
The extremes of the land in fight bore from Eafr South Eaft to 
North Welt by i~orth; difiance from 1bore about [even miles. 

During the night we frood off and on, with the wind at North 
Wen·, and in the morning d the 8th, we frood in for the land; at 
eight o'clock, feeing fome canoes coming from fllOre, we lay to, in 
order to trade with them. On their coming along-fide, we found 
them to be our friends from Hippah Hland; .J:mt what furs they 
now brought were of an inferior kind, they having fold us their 
prime ikins the preceding afternoon. By ten o'clock, the Indians 
being entirely ftripped, left us ; on which we made fail. Our ob
fervation at noon gave 53 deg. 2 min. l'~orth lati!:ude. Hippah 
Hland bore North 28 deg. Weft; a little inand North I I deg. 
Weft, and the Southermoft land in fight South 6~ deg. Eaft; the 
neareir tbore about three leagues diftant. 

During the afternoon we kept clofe in with the land, tacking
occafionally, but no canoes came near us. At eight o'clock, Hip
pah Ifland bore North Weft, and the Southermofr land in fight 
South 73 deg. Eafr; our diftance from fuore about four leagues . .. 

During the night we ftood off and on; our chief care being to 
keep fo near the land, that we could be well in with it Coon after 
day-light, and by that means, have an opportunity of in[pecting 
every mile of the coaft. 

In the forenoon of the 9th, we had five canoes along-fide, con
taining about thirty-eight or f()lty p<:up12, from whom we purcha
fed fome very good cloaks, and a fe,-v good !kins; they too were 
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fund of variety. and did not' fix on any particular article; but till 
l~etrles and pewter bafons feemed to have the preference to any 
thing \ye could {hew them. 

In one of .the canoes was an old man, who appeared to have 
fome authority over the reft, though he had nothing to difpofe of: 
he gave us to underftand, . that in another part of thefe ifIancls, 
(poi~1ting to the Eai1:ward) he could procure plenty of furs for us, 
on which Captain Dixon gave him a light horfeman's cap: this 
prefent added greatly to his confequence, and procured him the 
envy of his companions in the other canoes, who beheld the cap 
with a longing eye, andIeemed to wifh it in their poffeilion. 

There were likewife a few women amongft them, who all feemed 
pretty well advanced in years; their under lips were diftorted in 
the fame manner as thofe of the women at Port Mulgrave, and 
Norfolk Sound, and the pieces of wood were particularly large. 
One of thefe lip-pieces appearing to be peculiarly ornamented, 
Captain Dixon wifhed to purchafe it, and offered the old woman 
to whom it belonged a hatchet; but this {he refufed with con
tempt; toes, barons, and feveral other articles were afterwar4s 
{hewn to her, and as conftantly rejeCted. OU!' Captain began/now' 
to defpair of making his wi{hed-for pui'chafe, and had nearly'given~ 
it up, when one of our people happening to {hew the old lady'afew 
buttons, which looked remarkably bright, {he eagerly embra~; 

. the offer, and was now altogether as ready to part with her wood' 
ornament, as before file was defirous of keeping it. This·curioijs 
lip-piece meafured three and feven-eighth inches long, and two and 
hve-eighth inches in the widell: part: it was inlaid with a [mall 
pearly fhell) round which was a rim of copper.* 

Thefe 
* This )ip-piec~ is now in the poffeflion of Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. 
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Thefe people were;, evidently a different tribe from that inhabit
ing Hippah mand, but appeared equally favage and fierce in their 
..difpofitions, and were well provided with offenflve weapons; how
'ever, they traded very quietly, and did not give us the leait diflur
bance. \Vhen the furs'which they brought for barter were difi)O
fed of, they left us, and paddled in for the DlOre. Our obfervation 
at noon gave 52 deg. 54 min·. North latitude; and the longitude 
by luna~ obfervation was 132 deg. 23 min. \\left. The extremes 
of the land bore from South 7 5 deg. Eaft, to North 42 deg. Weft j 
and our diftance from fhore about fix miles. ' 

In the afternoon, four canoes, containing about 32 people, came 
,along-fide, but they belonged to our morning vifitants, and what 
'Cloaks they brought us were indifferent, being pretty much wore. 
By fout o'clock the Indians, (having difpofed of all their trade) left 
us, and 'made for the land. 

During the night we had a firong breeze from the Weftward, 
with conftant rain, which continued till the forenoon of the loth, 
when the wind grew light and variable, with thick hazy weather. 
Our obfervation at noon gave 52 deg. 48 min. North latitude. At 
fix o'clock the extremes of the land bore from North Eaft by North 
to North 75 deg. Weft; a fmall ifland North 22 deg. Eafr, diftant 
four leagues. In the night the wind again fettled at North Weft, 
blowing a frefh breeze, the weather cloudy; we frood to the South 
Weft as ufua!' 

I may now lay down the pen for a moment, with a good grace, 
as that plea fo often 'ufed by woz/d be great men, viz. " Ilur7), ql 
bt!finefs," will come with fome degree of decency at this time, from 
thy fincere friend. \V. B. 
OFF QyEEN CHARLOTTE'S 1 D d LET ~ 

ISLANDS, 12th July. ! 
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LET T E R XXXVI.. 

T HO U mayeft fee by the whole tenor of my taft, that our 
coafting along thefe ifiands was the beft and moil: expedi

tious Jllethod of trading we could pollibly have hit on~ 

In the morning of the 11th of July, having a fteady breeze at 
North Weft, we frood in for the land, which at noon bore from 
North 55 deg. Weft to South 74- deg. Eafr. Our meridian alti. 
tude gave 52 deg. 50 min. North latitude, and our diftance from 
filOre was about two miles. During the afternoon we kept clofe 
along {hore, expeCting forne Indians would come off to us-; but at 
fix o'clock none appearing, we hauled our wind to the South Weft. 
At eight o'clock the land bore from Eafr South Eaft to North 
Weft by Weft, about three miles di1l:ant from fuore. During the 
night we had a gale of wind at North Weft, attended with frequent 
heavy fquall s, which occafioned us to hand the fore-topfail, and 
dofe-reef the main top-fail. 

In the morning of the 12th, the weather growing more mode
rate, we made fail, and ftood towards the land. Our latitude at 
noon was 52 deg. 3 min. North •. During the afternoon, the wind 
blew very fre{h, fo that no Indians came near us. At eight in the 
evening, the extremes of the land bore from Eail: by North. to. 
North N.orth Weft; difiant from {hore foW" leagues. 

III 
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In the morning of the 13th, the weather was moderate, but very 
hazy; the land at noon bore from South 65 deg. Eaft, to North 
60 deg. Weft, about two miles difiant from Ihore. Our obferva
tion gave 52 deg. 17 tnin. North latitude. We kept clofe in with 
the {hore during the afternoon, though the weather was ftill very 
hazy. A little before feven o'clock, the fog clearing up, we faw fe
veral canoes mak,ing towards us, on which we hauled by the wind, 
and hove to, in order to give them an opportunity of coming up 
with us: they were a different tribe from our 1aft traders, and brought 
us feveral excellent cloaks, and fome very good !kins, which we 
purchafed on much the [arne terms as before. This party confifted 
of about thirty-fix people, and, like the tribes we had recently 
traded with, were prepared for the reception of their adverfaries . 

• 

Before the day elofed in, we had purchafed every article the In
dians had got to fell; yet they could not be prevailed on to quit 
the {hip, though we made fail, and gave them to underftand, that 
we {houtd "return the next day; yet they £till kept up with the vef
fel. At length, about ten o'clock, a very thick f,)g coming on, they 
left us, and paddled towards the [hore: we wcr~ now at le3ft eight 
r.lJes diitant from the coail, and it was a matter of doubt with 
many of us, whether thefc poor fellows would ever be able to find 
their \yayon lhore, it being impolIible to diftinguifh any object 
twenty fathoms a:'head of the veffe!' During thc night \YC hauled 
on a wind to the South Weft as u [lEll. 

From the 14th to the 20th, we had genl:.'i'ally thick foggy wea
ther, with a conftant ftrong breeze at North \\' efc, :md frequent 
intervening fqualls. As we had reafon to e):rc} more trade from 
this quarter, it was judged moft prudent to Hanel ()if and on occa
fionally, in order to prevent our getting too far to the Eaftward; 
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1787. and at the fame time to be well in with the land, whenever the fog: . 
July. fhould clear up. 

""-"v--I 

We had a meridian altitude on the I 8th, "'hich gave 5 I deg. 46 
min. North latitude; and the mean of feveral fets of lunar obferva ... 
tions gave 131 deg. 22 mi.n. Weft longitude. The weather was 
not fo conftantly foggy, but that we frequently faw the land, and 
twice or thlice were clofe in with the fhore, fo that the natives' 
might eafily have come to. us, but none appearing, we began feri
oully to think, that the Indians who left us in the evening of the-
13th were loft at fea, and confequently no more would come near 
theveffel, as they might pollibly conclude tha+ we had defrroyed. 
their companions. ' 

Om latitude at noon on the 20th was 52 deg. J min. North; fa 
that we were only fixteen miles to the Southward of our obferva
tion on the 13th. The day being moderate and clear, we frood in
for the land, and feei!lg feveral canoes making towards us, about 
one o'clock we hove to. When the canoes came along-fide, wefound 
the people to he the fame that traded with us laft, a circumftance 
which gave us great pleafure, our fears for their fafety being, 
groundlefs. 

What furs they now brought were of an inferior kind, confifting
chiefly of old cloaks, pretty much wore; thefe were generally pur
chafed with brafs pans, knives, and buckles. The Indians being 
ftripped of all their furs, left the nnd immediately, and at four 
o'dock we made fail, ftretching to the South Weft as ufuaL 

During the night, and greateft part of the 21ft, we had a lhong 
North Wefterly breeze, with frequent fqualls. Our obfervation at 

noon 
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l1l00n gave 5 I deg. 54- min. North latitude. In the evening we had 
a very heavy fwell from Weft South Weft, which being met by the 
tide, caufed the hea vieft crofs fea we had feenduring the Voyage. 

The weather on the 22d was moderate and hazy; our obferva
tion at noon gave 52 deg. 10 min. Nor~h latitude. During the 
afternoon wemadeihort boards, in order to keep well in with the. 
coaft. 

In the morning of the 23d we had light winds, the weather fEll 
hazy. Our latitude at .noon was 52 deg. 13 min. North. The 
afternoon provinp t.?le~ably clear, about feven o'clock we faw fe
veral canoes making towards us, on which we hcve to; our dif
tance from thore was then .aboutfive miles. There were eight 
canoes, containing near one hundred people, many of VI hom had. 
been with us on the 13th and 20th: they brought feme pretty good' 
cloaks, and a few good ikins, which we pUI'chafed for toes and 
buckles. During the night we hauled by the wind as ufual, tack
ing occafionaUy, fo as to keep near the land; the weather moderate 
and haz.y~ 

Towards noon on the 24th, the fog clearing up, we perceived fe
veral canoes putting off from {hore, on which we lay to, in order 
to give them an opportunity of coming up with us. In lefs than 
an hOllr we had eleven canoes along-fide, containing near 180 men, 
women, and children, which was by far the greateft concourfe of 
people we had feen at anyone time, fince we had fallen in with 
thefe fortunate iflands ;- .but we foon found that curiofity had chief
ly induced the natives to pay us this vifit, what they now brought 
to fell being. merely the gleanings of the harveft we had plentifully 
reaped before: indeed till now, we had feldom feen any women or 

children 
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children in the trading parties; for the men probably expeCting tG> 
meet with their enemies, for the moft part left the women a'nd chil. 
dren behind, as an u[ele[s incumbrance. The Indians having dif
pored of every trifling piece of rubbilh "they had got to fell by three 
o'clock, left us, and paddled for the {hare, on which we made fail, 
and ftood to the Eaftward. At eight o'clock the Eaftermoft point 
ofland bore North 40 deg, Eaft, about four miles diftant. From 
this point is a range of broken rocks, which run out more than a 

mile from the land. 

It being evident that we could expeCt no more trade on this fide 
the Wands, Captain Dixon purpofed ftanding round the point, in 
order to try 'v"hat the oppofite fide afforded. During the night we 
made occafional boards, as it was judged moft prudent to double 
the rocky point in the day-time. 

The morning of the 25th was cloudy, with a moderate breeze at 
\Veft North Weft. At noon the rocky point bore North 27 deg. 
Weft, about three miles diftant. It is fituated in 5 l deg. 56 min. 
North latitude; and 130 deg. \"\-~eft lopgitude; and this being St. 
James's, day, we diftinguifhed the land off which thefe rockr, lay, by 
the name of Cape St. James. In the afternoon we were vlfited by 
a fingle canoe, but the people in her were [orne of the friends we 
had lately left, and brought very little worth notice. During the 
night we had light variable winds, and moderate weather. 

At noon on the 26th, the land bore from South 5 deg. Weft, to 
North 54 deg. Weft; the point to the So:'~hward confifts of feve
ral broken rocks, which extend to fame dif1:ance from the ihore, but 
not near fa far as thofe off Cape St. James. The weather now was 
conftantly thick and hazy, morning and evening, but generally 

cleat:ed 
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cleared up towards noon; the wind for the greatefr part, light and 
variable. 

It was Captain Dixon's intention, if the wind permitted, to go 
round thefe iflands, that we might not only clear the inhabitants 
of their furs, but be able exactly to determine their extent, for)he 
information of future navigators; at prefent, however, our progrefs 
was very flow. 

About eleven o'clock on the 27th, we had four canoes along-fide) 
containing about thirty people, feveral of whom we knew to be 
our old friends; they brought feveral good cloaks and !kins, which 
fhewed that the trade on this fide of thefe iflands was far from being 
exhaufred. In the afternoon three other canoes came to us~ bring
ing feveral excellent !kins, which was an additional encouragemen~ 
for us to proceed. Our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 18 min. 
North, about three miles diftan~ from {hore. . . 

Thefe people difpofed of their furs in the fame ready manner as 
our former traders, and preferred tin kettles and pewter bafons to' 
axes or howels L ' 

Towards the evening we had a moderate Eafterly breeze, with 
cloudy weather. At eight o'clock the Southermofc point of land 
bore' South 43 deg. Eaft, and the land to-the Northward North 56 
deg. Weft; feven miles difrant from ihore~ During the night we 
tacked occafionally, in order to keep well in with the {hore, which, 
in the morning of the 28th, was about five miles difrant. "Having 
a moderate Eafrerly breeze, we frood towards the land, and in the 
forenoon feveral canoes came along-fide us ; many of thefe people 

were 
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J 787. *ere entire {hangers, but whaE fur~ they brought were in genera 
llly. d I kl ~ indifferent, and were chiefly purchafed with knives an mc es . 

. The day clearing up, we faw land to the Eanward, about ten 
leagues diftant, on which we founded with a line of thirty fathom, 
over a iliingly bottom; our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 57 min. 
North. In the afternoon we had light baffling winds, with con .. 
11ant drizzling rain. The tide fetting ns to the Eafrward, we had 
foundings from twenty-four to fourteen fathom water, over a bot
tom of [and and fmall pebble frones. The land in fight to the 
Eafl:ward we judged to be the Continent, and the nearer we ap. 
proeched it, our foundings leffened. 

Towards fix o'clock the tide turned, and now fetting from that 
land which we fuppofed to be the Continent, it frequ~ntly drove 
large patches of fea-weed, long grafs, and pieces of wood, by the 
verrel, which !l1ade us conclude, that there is a large river fetting 
out from that part of the coafr. The river called Los Reys, by 
Du Fonte, is near this place;* and though what he fays about it 
is almofr incredible, yet, from the above circumfrance, it appears 
very probable, that there are deep inlets into the country; and it is 
to be lamented, that we had not an opportunity of examining that 
part of the coafr. 

The morning of the 29th was moderate and cloudy; the wind 
being light and variable) we tacked occafionally, in order to frand 
well in with the {hore, that no opportunity of trading might be loft. 
Towards noon the weather cleared up; our meridian obfervation 
gave 52 deg. 59 min. North latitude; fo that we were near the 

middle 

'AI See Admiral de Fonte's letter in Dobbs's Account of the Countries adjoining to Hud~ 
fon's Bay, page 124-
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middle of the ifland towards the Northward and Eaftward. In 
this fituation we faw high land to the North Weft, near thirty 
leagues diftant, and which evidently was the fame we had feen on 
the 1ft of July. This circumftance clearly proved, the 1and ,we 
had been coafting along for near a month~ to be a group of iilands. 

Early in the afternoon we faw feveral canoes coming from £hore, 
and by three o'clock we had no lefs than eighteen along-fide, con
taining more than 200 people, chiefly men: this was not only the 
greatc:A concourfe of traders we had feen, but what rendered the 
-circumftance additionally pleafing, was the quantity of excellent 
furs they brought us, our trade now being equal, if not fuperior to 

-that we met with in Cloak Bay, both in number of fkins, and the 
facility with which the natives traded, fo that all of us were bufily 
employed, and our articles of traffic exhibited ~n the greateft vari
,ety; toes, hatchets, howels, tin kettles, -pewter bafons, brafs pans, 
buckles, knives, rings, &c. being preferred by turns, according to 
the fancy ~f our numerous vifitants. 

Amongft thefe traders was the old Chief, whom we had feen 011 

the other fide theIe iilands, and who now appearing to be a perf on 
of the firft confequence, Captain Dixon permitted him to come 011 

board. The moment he got on the quarter deck he began to tell a 
long frory, the purport of which was, that he had loft in battle 
the cap which we had given him; and to convince us how true 
this frory was, he £hewed us feveral wounds he had received in de
fending his property; notwithftanding this, he begged for another 
cap, intimating at the fame time, that he would nev~r lofe it but 
with his life. Our Captain, willing to gratify his ambition, made 
him a prefent of another cap, and we prefently found it was not 
befrowed in vain, for he became extremely ufeful to us in our traf-

E e tic; 
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fic; whenever any difpute or miftake arofe in the unavoidable 
hurry occafioned by fo great a number of traders, they always reo: 
ferred the matter to him, and were conftantly fatisfied with his de
termination. 

On our pointing to the Eaftward, and afking the old man whe
ther we fhould meet with any furs there, he gave us to underftand7 

that it was a different nation from his, and that he did not even 
underftand their language, but was always at war with them; that 
he had killed great numbers, and had many of their headt in his 
poffeffion. 

The old fellow feemed to take particular pleafure in relating 
thefe circumftances, and took uncommon pains to make us com
prehend his meaning; he clofed his relation with advifing us not 
to' come near that part of the coaft, for that the inhabitants would 
certainly deftroy us. I ende:woured to learn how they difpofed of 
the bodies of their enemies who were Dain in battle; and though I 
could not underfiand the Chief clearly enough pojitively to afiert, 
that they are feafted on by the vittors; yet there is too much rea
fon to fear, that this horrid cufiom is practifed on this part of the 

\ 

coafi; the heads are always preferved, as fianding trophies of vic-
tory. 

Of all the Indians we had feen, this Chief had the mofi favage 
afpea, and his whole appearance fufficiently marked hjm as a proper 
perfon to lead a tribe of cannibals. His fiature was above the COID

mon fize; his body fpare and thin, and though at firft fight he' ap
peared lank and emaciated, yet his fiep was bo~d and firm, and his 
limbs apparently firong and mufcular; his eyes were large arld gog
ling, and ieemed ready to fiart out of theii fockets; hisforeheaddeeply 

2 wrinkled, 
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wrinkled, not merely by age, but from a continual frown; all this, 
joined to a longvifage, hollow cheeks, high elevated cheek bones, 
and a natural ferocity of temper, formed a countenance not eafily 
beheld without forne degree of emotion: however, he proved very 
ufeful in conduCting our traffic with his people, and the intelli
gence he gave U5, and the methods he took to make hirnfelf under
frood, {hewed him to poffe[s a thong natural capacity. 

Befides the large quantity of furs we got from this party, (at 
leaft 350 fkins) they brought feveral racoon cloaks, each cloak 
confifting of [even racoon frins, neatly fewed together; they had 
alfo a good quantity of oil in bladders of various fizes-, from a pint 
"to near a gallon, which we purchafed for rings and buttons: this 
oil appeared to be of a moft excellent kind for the lamp, was per
fectly [weet, and chiefly collected from the faf of animals. 

I 

By {even o'clock we had entirely firipped our numerous traders 
'of every faleable article, on which they left us, and paddled for the 
fuore. The wind during the night being variable, we tacked occa
fionally~ in order to keep as near the coaft as was confiftent with 
prudence. 

Every perfon on board is greatly elated with our prefent cbar
ming pro[peCts, but no one more [0 than thy affured friend, 

\V. B. 
OFF QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ISLANDS, I 

July 30th• i 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

I H A V E frequently obferved, that people in general, when· 
reading a hiftory, whether real or fiCtitious, and whether the 

hero of it is fortunate or overwhelmed with misfortunes, are ever 
anxious to come at the cataftrophe. Should this be thy cafe at pre .. 
fent, and thou really art impatient to know the extent of our good 
fortune, the prefent epiftle will ferve to relieve thee in that parti
cular. 

In the morning of the 30th July, we had a moderate breeze at 
South, the weather tQlerably fine. Our latitude at noon was 52 
deg. 30 min. North; the !hore about four miles difrant. In the 
afternoon. we had eight canoes along-fide, but they brought very 
few /kins, and thofe of an inferior quality; at the fame time giv
ing us to underfrand, that their frock was nearly exhaufred: they 
were part of the traders who had been with us the day before j 
fome of them had been on a filhing party, and caught a number 
of halibut, which proved a very feafonable fupply, our filh having 
been expended fome time. 

Hitherto all the people we had met with at thofe iilands, though 
evidently of a favage difpofition, had behaved in a quiet orderly 
manner, but this evening they gave us a convincing proof of their 
mifchievous difpofition, and that ill a manner which lhewed a con
fiderable degree of cunning. 

The 
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The people who had got the halibut to fell, artfully prolonged 
their traffic more than was cuftomary, a~d endeavoured by various 
methods, to engage our attention; in the mean time, feveral canoes 
paddled flily a-ftern, and feeing fome £kins piled againft one of the 
cabin windows, one of the Indians thruft his fpear through it, in 
order to fieal the, furs, but perceiving the noife alarmed us, they 
paddled away with precipitation; ho,-"ever, to make them fenfible 
that we were able to punith attempts of this fort, even at a dif
tance, we fired feveral mufquets after them, but did not perceive 
that they were attended with any fatal effects. At eight o'clock, 
the extremes of the land bore from North 53 deg. Weft to South 
52 deg. Eaft, about three miles diftant from thore. During the 
night we h'ad light winds, and cloudy weather ~ 

It being pretty evident from our laft traders, that few -more furs 
could be expected from this part, and the tim~ being nearly elapfed 

·when we were to join the King George, at Nbotka Sound, Cap
tain Dixonjudged it moft prudent to make the beft of his way thi
ther, efpecially as the light variable winds, with frequent interven
ing calms, which now confiantly attended us, made it very pro
bable, that we thould be fome time in effecting our purpofe; the 
fame reafon equally operated againft our making any further pro
grefs to the Northward.'" 

In the forenoon of the 31ft, we flood to the South Eaft; on 
founding we ftruck the ground with a line of fixty fathom over a 
fandy bottom. At noon the Southermoft land bore South by Eal1:, 
about ten leagues diftant. Our latitude was 52 deg. 36 min. 
North. During the afternoon and night we had light air'l, tll;! 
weather tolerably fine. 

In 
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In the forenoon of the 1ft of Auguft, we had a heav, {well 
from the Southward. At noon we faw Cape St. James, which 
bore South 5 dcg. Eaft. Our latitude was 52 deg. 10 min. North; 
thcncareft land three leagues diftant. At eight in the even:ing" 
the extremes of the land bore from South 14 deg. Weft, to North 
54 deg. Weft, two leagues diftant. 

Towards the clofe of the day, a canoe '.'/ith fourteen people came 
along-fide, but they had fcarcely any thing to fell; they gave us to 
undedl:and, that one of their companions was dead of the wounds 
.he received from our mufquets; and at the fame time endeavoured 
to make us fenfible, that they were not at variance with us on that 
account: indeed they came along-fide the veffel without the leaft 
fcar, and it is probable that the defign of their vifit was to inforIIl: 
:us of the above circumftance. 

During the night we had conftant heavy rain, the weather thick 
and hazy. 

In the morning of the 2d we had a lig~t breeze from the Eaftward~ 
the weather ftill thick and hazy. At noon, Cape St. James bore 
South South Weft, about four leagues diftant. At five in the after:' 
noon the rocks off the Cape l?ore South 36 deg. Weft, two leagues 
diftant; the weather was thick and hazy, the wind light and varia~ 
hIe, and foon afterwards it fell calm, with a heavy fwell from tbe 
South Eaft. Our fituation was now dangerous, for we had every 
reafon to think, that the veffel was drifting direCtly upon the rocks, 
and the weather was fo very hazy,.J that v.ie could not difcern any 
objeCt a cable's length from the lhip. A ]ittle after nine o'clo··:k 
the fog rather difperfing, we faw the rocks off Cap~ St. James, 
bearing South Weft, within lefs than a mile of us; on this, the 

whale-
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, whale-boat and jolly-boat were hoifted out, and fent a-head to tow 
the veffel. Providentially about this time, the fwell abated, and 
the fea grew tolerably fmooth, fo that the boats were of great fer
vice. At ten o'clock we had foundings with 100 fathom line, 
over a rocky bottom: at eleven we ftruck bottom with eighty-five 
fathom, and at twelve, with feventy-five fathom j aftenvards we 
got no bottom with a line of 120 fathom, which gave us reafon to' 
hope that we were fafely paft the rocks 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 3d, a light breeze fpring
ing up at North Eall:, the boats were hoill:ed in, and all the pea
pIe, except the watch on deck, fent to their hammocks; but at two 
o'clock, we plainly heard the furf beat againll: the rocks, on which, 
the people were immediately turned up, the boats again hoifl:ed 
out, and fent to tow the veffel a-head; the weatheJ.' was thick and 
hazy, attended with conftant drizzling rain. 

4$ ..... , 

At four o'clock, a frefh breeze coming on from the Southward, 
the boats were again hoifl:cd in. At five, we tacked and ftood to 
th~ South Weft. At feven, we faw the rocks bearing Weft North 
Weft, about a mile diftant. The forenoon was thick and hazy; 
but rather clearing at eleven o'clock, we fctw the rocks bearing V.feft 
by Sduth, five miles diftant. Our latitude at noon was 5 Ideg-. 
50' min. North. During the afternoon ~Ilti evening, \ve had freOl 
breezes at South and South \Veft, with h~l:y we:"tl:.er. At eight 
o'clock, Capl! St. James bore Weft half South, diftant five k8~~ues; 
fo that we now concluded ourfelves well clear of tha t once formi-

dable place. 

As the iflands we have jufl: left proved fo uncommonly fartunate 
"to us, a few remarks concerning them '~11l, perhaps, not be U11-

accep-
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..acceptable' to thee. There is every reafon to fuppo(e, not only 
. from the number of inlets wernet with in coafting along the 
Jhore, but from our meeting the fume inhabitants on the oppofite 
fides of the coaft, that this is not one:continued land, but rather 
-forms a group of iflands; and as fuch, we diftinguiihed them by 
the name of ~een Charlotte's ljIands. They are fituated from 5 r 

,des. 42 min. to 54 deg. 24 min. North latitude ;and from 130 deg. 
to 133 deg. 30 min. Weft longitude. The land, in fome places, 
is confiderably elevated, but not mountainous, and is totally co
vered with pines, which in many pl,!ces afford a pleafing contrail: 
to the fnow that perpetually covers the higher grounds. 

The weather, whilil: we were cruizing here, was generally mild 
and temperate, the mean of the thermometer 54 deg. The whole 
,time we coailed along from Cloak Bay to Cape St. James, the wind 
was generally fteady, at North Weft and 'Veft North Weft; out 
.110 fooner had we doubled the Cape, and got to the North Eaft 
i1de of the land, than we fell in with light variable winds and in
tervening calms. 

The number of people we faw during the whole .of our tra~c, 
was about eight hundred and fifty; and if we Juppofe an equ\al 
number to be left on ihore, it will amount to one thoufand feven 
hundred inhabitants, which, I have.reafon to think, will be found 
the extreme number of people inhabitingthefe iflands, including 
women and children. The great plenty of furs we met with here, 
fufficiently indicated that thefe people have had.no·intercourfe whEt
ever with any civilized nation; and I doubt not, but we may juftly 
claim the honour of adding thefe iflands to the geography of this 
:part of the coaft .. The ornaments feen amongft them were very 
few, and 'tis probable that their kniv.es and fpears have been ob-

tained 
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tained by war rather than traffic, as there fcems to be an univerfal' 1787. 

variance amongft the different tribes; however, be all this as it Augull:. 

may, they undoubtedly approach much nearer to a ftate of favage 
brutality than any Indians we have feen on the.coaft. 

The women diftort the under lip in the fame manner with thofe 
at Norfolk Sound, but with this difference, that here, this wooden 
{)rnament feems to be wore by all the fex indifcriminately, whereas 
at Norfolk Sound it is confined to thofe of fuperior rank. 

The Indians in general are very jealous of their women, and 
would feldom permit them to come on board; but this was not 
altogether the cafe with thefe favages, many of whom not only 
permitted, but urged their females to come on board, whenever 
invited by our people; but we foon found that they were not 
inftigated to pay thefe vifits from any amorous difpofition, but 
merely for the fake of plunder, as they were by far the moil: ra
pacious thieves we had feen, ftealing every thing indifcriminately 
which they could lay their hands on, and that with a degree of 
<dexterity which would not difgrace a difciple of the Jl!flitia hulk. 

Notwithil:anding the general tenor of thefe women's behaviour, 
we met with one inftance of feeling and fenfibility amongft them 
which perfectly aftoniilied us, and is not, perhaps, always to be 
{een amongft the fex in civiliz;:d countries. 

It was on the 24th of July, (as I have already related) when 
the natives vifited us principally through curiofity, that a 
Chief and his wife were very defirous to fee the {hip; Captain 
Dixop, willing to gratify them illl this particular, and thinking 
that a fight of the veffel would be a ftanding fubjeCt for them to 

F f taik 
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talk about, permitted them to come ~n board: they had a littfe' 
child along with them of which they feemed particularly fond; 
and not ·caring to truft it with the people in their canoe, the Chief 
came on board by himfelf, leaving their tender charge with hi~ 
wife. When the p~or fellow firft came on deck he ~as a goad 
deal frightened, and began to fing and make a number of humili
ating geftures, the intent of which was to imprefs us with a· 
favourable opinion of him. By degrees he grew eafy, and was pre
vailed on to go down into the cabin; having {bid there fome: 
time, he came upon deck, and after fatisfying his cudofity· with 
looking at various things, went into his canoe very well p!eafed. 

The woman, after giving her infant a maternal kifs, came over' 
the fide without th~ leaft hefitation~ and when fhe got on the: 
quarter deck gave us to underfiand that fhe was only come to fee' 
the veUa, and with a mod eft diffidence in her looks endeavoured: 
to befpeak our indulgence and permiffion for that purpofe. She' 
was neatly dreffed after their falbion; her under garment, which·! 
was made of fine tanned leather, fat clofe'to her body, and reached·' 
from her neck to the calf of her leg: her cloak or upper garmerit. 
was rather coarfer, and fat loofe like a petticoat, and tied with 
leather firings. Having taken notice of every thing which feemed 
to attract her attention, Captairl- Dixon made her a prefent of a· 
firing of beads for an ornament to each ear, and a number of 
buttons, with which fhe was highly pleafed, and made her ac
knowledgme?ts in the beft manner fhe was able. She was fcarceIy 
got into the canoe before a number of women flocked about her,' 
and feeing the beads in her ears began to talk very earneftly; molt 
probably to tax her with incontinency, for ihe immediatd¥ clafped 
her infant to her breaft with unfpeakable fondnefs, bud! in"to a 
flood of tears, and it was a confiderable time before the foothings-

, of 
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of her hufhand and the apologies of her friends could bring back 
her former chearfulnefs and tranquility. 

Harmony being at length reftored in the canoe, the Chief held 
up his child, and endeavoured to make us' fenfible that it was 
equally dear to hini as his wife; intimating at the fame time, 
that though he had received no prefent, yet he hoped we fhould 
remember his little one; on this Captain Dixon gave the child 

I a couple of toes, which pleafed the chief wonderfully; -a few but
tons were alfo diftributed amongft the other women in the canoe, 
and they left us foon afterwards, perfectly fatisfied with their 
prefents. 

To thof€ who are fond of tracing human nature through aU 
its various ftages, a circumftance of this fort would be peculiarly 
pleafing, but I {hall forbear to expatiate on the fubjeCt, and leave 
thee to make thy own comments on it. 

Though-every tribe we met with at thefe ifiands is governed by 
its refpeCtive Chief, yet they are divided into families, each of 
which appears to have regulations and a kind of fubordinate go
vernment of its own: the Chief ufually trades for the whole 
tribe; but I have fometimes obferved that when his method of 
barter has been difapproved of, each feparate family has claimed 
a right to difpofe of their own furs, and the Chief always com
plied with this requeft; whether or no he receives any emolument 
·on thefe occafions I cannot determine. 

I often endeavoured to gain fome knowledge of their language, 
but I never could fo much as learn the numerals: every attempt 
i made of the kind either caufed a farcafti'C laughamongft the In-
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dians, or was treated by them with filent contempt; indeed many 
of the tribes who vifited us, were bufied in trading the_ moment 
they came along fide, and hurried away as foon as their traffic waS-. 
over: others, again, who fiaid with us for any length of time,. 
were never of a communicative difpofition, but certainly ikulkecl 
about the velTe! for fome evil purpofe, though they never attempted 
to board us, as we always kept the greateft part of our people on 
deck when a number of canoes were near us_. If thefe circum
fiances are duly confidered, I truft thou wilt not accufe me of in
attention, ~hough it is not in my power to give thee any fpecimen 
of the language fpoken by thefe people; howev"er, from what ob-
fervations I was able to make, it feems fomething fimilar tq that 
of the inhabitants in Norfolk SOlUld. 

In addition to what I have occafionally faid, refpecting the fa- " 
vage temper and brutal difpofition of the people at thefe iflands,. 
I cannot help remarking, that there is a kind of ferocity even in 
their manner of finging. It muft be allowed, that their fongs 
are p.:rformed with regularity, and in good time, but they are en
tirely deftitute of that pleafing modulation and harmony of ca
dence, which we had invariably been accuftomed to hear in the 
fongs at other parts of the coafi. 

The number of fea-otter £kins purchafed by us at ~een Char
lotte's Iflands, was no lefs than 1,821, many of them very fine;. 
other furs are found in leis variety here than in many other parts 
of the co aft, the few racoons before mentioned, a few pine martin, 
and fome feals, being the only kinds we faw. Toes, at firfi, were 
quite a leading article in barter; but fo great a number of traders 
required a variety of trade, and we were frequently obliged to pro
duce every article in our poReffion, before we could pleafe our nu-

merous 
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merous friends. Thus in {me fortunate month, has our fuccefs 
been much greater than that probably of both veffels during the 

'" reft of t4.e voyage.---So ullcertain is the fur trade on this inhofpi-
table coaft. • 

I thall now return to our proceedings. On the morning of the 
4th we had a moderate breeze at South Weft, and cloudy weather. 
At noon we faw land, which we judged to be the main, bearing 
South 4-0 deg. Eafr, about five leagues difrant. In the afternoon,. 
the wind veered to the Weftward, and a heavy fwell fet in from 
the fame quarter, the weather thick and hazy. During the night 
we hauled our wind, in order to clear the point lof land to the 
Eaftward. In the forenoon of the 5th, having frill a frefh We[
terly breeze, we bore away to the South Eafi:; and at four in the
afternoon changed our courfe to Eaft by North. The we;:nhcr 
being thick and hazy, we tacked occafionally during the night. 
Early in the morning of the 6th, we made fail, and fteered our 
courfe, with a freih breeze at North-Wel:-. Our latitude at noon 
W:lS 49 deg. 48 min. North, which was only twelve miles to the 
Northward of King George'S' Sound, but we were a cOllfiderable: 
diftance to the Weftward of it. The afternoon being tolerably 
clear, at fix o'clock, we faw Woody Point bearing North Vveft by 
Weft, about four leagues diitant, and a fplit rock off the point, 
North 28 deg.'Weft. At 'eight o'cl(),-:~, we hauled by the wind 
to the South Weft: during the night we had light airs, with 
calms by tunis. The morning of the 7th was thick and foggy, 
with a heavy fwell from the Weftward, and quite calm. At ten 
o'clock a light breeze fprung up at South Eaft, and the fog cleared, 
up. The ]and at noon bore from North Weft to Eal1:: South Eal1::, 
about two leagues diftant: the latitude was 49 deg. 39 min. 
North. The breeze continuing very light during the afternoon, 

OUf, 
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our progrefs towards the found·was very {low, and during the 
nigh t, we plied to the South Weft, making boards as occafion re
quired. 

The morning of the 8th was moderate and cloudy, a light 
breeze frill at South Eafl. 

A ten o'clock we faw a fail to the South Eai1:, and prefentIy 
-afterwards, a fmaller veffel in company. This gave us fome 
hopes that they might poffibly be the King George and her long 
boat. We were fteering Eafl North Eaft, and kept on our courfe, as 
we plainly faw the vefIets were bearing down upon us: on the their 
nearer approach, we found that it could not be Captain Portlock, 
as the [mall ['lil was much too large for his long boat. Various 
now were our conjectures who they could be, or what country 
;they carne from; and Captain Dixon wifhing to be fatisned in this 
particular, gave -orders to tack, and fire a gun to leeward. The fmalt 
veffel immediately anfwered this fignal, and hoifled our Compa~y's 
colours: by twelve o'clock they fFoke us,arid we learned, to our 
great joy, that they were from London, and fitt-ed out by our 
'Owners. The fhip was called the Prince of Wales, Captain Col
linett; and the £loop, thePrincefs Royal, Captain Duncan. 

We had the pleafure of hearing in general, that our friends in 
England were in good health; but few of us had fuch particulars 
as could have been wifhed for, as (by fome miftake or other) we 
were expected to arrive in London river the latter end of this feafon. 

Thefe veffels .left England in September, 1786, and had fettl;d 
·a faCtory at Statens land, for the pUl'pofe of collecting feal ikin and 
()il; from thence they had made the beft of their way to King 
George's Sound, without touching at any other place. During 

fa 
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fo long a pafTage, the {curvy had got a great height among them, 
and though providentially no lives had been loft, yet many of their 
people recovered very £lowly . 

. On our enquiry what courfe they fteered after doubling Cape 
Horn, we were informed that they crofTed the line about I I 6 deg~ 
Weft longitude. In this fituation;,they fell in with light bamin g 
winds and frequent calms, attended with clofe gloomy fultry 
weather, and much rain, which certainly occafioned the very fe
vere ficknefs that had prevailed amongft them. 

We crofTed the line in April, 1786, nearly in the fame longi
tude, and met with light variable winds and gloomy weather, 'till 
we ftretched confiderably to the Weftward, when we again had a 
regular trade-wind. Thefe circum frances evidently fhew that fuch 
a courfe ought to be avoided; and Captain Dixon obferved that it 
would be by far the beft for all veffels bound to the N orth-Weft 
coaft of America, after doubling Cape Horn, to freer directly for 
the Marquefas; there-they might obtain refrefhments, and at the 
fame time would be fo well to the Wefrward, that in the farther 
profecution of their voyage, he had every reafon to think, they: 
would efcape thofe climates which we had experimentally found to. 
be fo very unhealthy. 

Mr. John Etches, brother to our managing owner, (who was· 
on board the Prince of Wales) informed me that they had been 
near a month in King George's Sound, but had done very little 
bufinefs, having. found a fhip there called the Imperial Eagle, 
commanded by a Captain Berkley. She failed from Ofrend the 
latter end of November, 1786, and arrived at King George's 
Sound near a month before the Prince of Wales and Princefs Royal. 

Captain, 
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Captain Berkely frequently boafted to Mr. Etches what an ex
cellent cargo of frins he had purchafed, and indeed there is fome 
reafon to fuppo[e that he had been tolerably fuccefsful from the. 
following circumftance. 

Two veffels from Bombay were at King 'George's Sound in the 
{ummer of 1786, and left one of their people behind; this man 
was found here by Captain Berkely, who gave the following ac
count of him. 

" His name is John M'Key ;he was born in Ireland, and went 
to Bombay in the Eaft India Company's fervice. Two veffels 
(viz. the Captain Cook, Captain Lorie; and the Experiment, Cap. 
tain Guife) ,""ere fitting out in 1 7~ 5, on an expedition to the 
North \ V eft coaft of America; that he engaged on board the 
Captain Cook as Surgeon. They failed from Bombay the 28th of 
November, 1785, and arrived at King George's Sound the 27th 
of June, 1736. That being very ill of a purple fever he was 
left behind for the recovery of his health, at the requeft of Mr~ 
Strange, the Supercargo to both veffels. Mr. Strange defired him 
to learn the language and to ingratiate himfelf with the natives, 
fo that if any other veifels fhould touch there he might prevent 
them from put"chafing any furs, promifing at the fame tlme to 
return for him the ellfuing fpring. That the two veffels procured 
600 prime fea otter frins during their fray here, and left the Sound 
the 27th of July, intending to fail for Cook's River. That the 
Sea Otter, Captain Hanna, from China, arrived at King George's 
Sound in Augufr, 1786, and that Captain Hanna offered to take 
him on board, ',yhich he refuf~d, alledging, that he began to relilh 
dried finl and whale oil, 'was fatisfied with his way of life, and 
perfealy contented to [by 'till next year, when he had no daubt 

~ of 
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-0£ Mr. Strange fending for him: that Captain Hanna Itft the 
Sound in September. That the natives had ftripped him of his 
doaths, and obliged him to adopt their mode of dre[s and filth i
nefs of manners; and that he was now a perfett mafier of their 
language, and well acquainted with their temper and difpofition .. o 

He had' made frequent incurfions into- the interior parts of the 
country about King George's Sound, and did not think any part 
of it was the Continent of America, but a chain of detached 
_Wands. 

Mr. Etches (from whom I had this intelligence) affured me that 
no great dependance could be placed on M'Key's fiory, he being 
a very ignorant young fellow, and frequently contradieting him
felf; but that entire credit might -be given to that part of it re ... 
fpetting his adopting the manners of the natives, as he was equally 
flovenly and dirty with the filthiefi of them ~11. His knowledge of 
the language was greatly fhort of what he boafied; neither was 
he very contented in his fituation, for he gladly embraced Captain 
Berkley's offer of taking him on board, and feemed delighted to 
think he was going to leave fo uncomfortable a place: however, 
admitting him to be poffefied of but an ordinary capacity, he cer
tainly muft be better acquainted with the people here, from more 
than a year's refidence amongft them, than any occafional vifitor 
could pollibly be; and there can be no doubt but that Captain 
Berkley found him extremely ufeful in managing his traffic with 
the natives. 

'. , 
Our meeting with thefe veffels was w;ry fortunate, b?th on their 

account and our own. What we learnt from them rendered it en
tirely ufelefs for us to make King George's Sound, and Prince 
William's Sound being their next defiination, we not only could 
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inform them that nothing could be expected from that quarter, but 
at the fame time point out the likelieft fituations where furs might 
be procured; and Captain Dixon' urged them by all means to 
'make the N. E. fide of ~een Charlotte's Hlands, and the oppofite 
land, which we judged to be the main. 

In the evening of the 8th, :Mr. Etches and both the Captains 
came on board us, and iraid all night; in order to Iofe no time 
in procuring a chart of the coaft, and in procuring every infor
mation in our power. During the afternoon and night we lay to,. 
and at times made occafional boards, as fuited our conveniency fOIi 
keeping company, and to be at a proper diftance from the land. 

At nine o'clock in the morning of the 9th, we parted company 
with our new brothers in trade, faluting them with three hearty 
cheers, and wifhing them fuccefs at Ie aft equal to our own., My 
next fhall be a few general remarks concerning the coaiL Adieu. 
Thine, 

OFF KING GEORGE'S SOUND, I 
Auguft 9th. 

LET T E R' XXXVIII.. 

A s we are now taking our final leave of the, American coalf 
- a few remarks concerning it, in additio~ to wllat I h,",; 

occafionatly faid, will, perhaps, not be unacceptabl~ to thee. 

Defore 
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Before Captain Cook's lail: voyage to the Pacific Ocean, this 
part of the coa1t was little known. The celebrated Ruffian navi
gator, Beering, in .the year 174 I, fell in with the.. land in the 

. latitude 58 deg. 28 min. North, and anchored in 59 deg. 18 min. 
But the account which is publifhed of his voyage is very imper
feEl: and inaccurate. 

The Spaniards too, are probably well acquainted with the coaft 
a little to the Southward of King George's Sound, and about Cape 
Edgcombe, at both which places they anchored in 1775; and I 
have reafon to think that their knowledge of this part of the con
tinent is ·confined to thofe particular fituations. 

What has been already faid will ihew that the principal placei ' 
afcertained with accuracy by-Captain Cook, were King George's 
.and Prince William's Sounds, and the river named after him; and 
no doubt it was from the plenty of furs he found in thofe har
bours that this trade was firil: ret on f~ot. Our rivals from the 
Indies certainly drew their informafon from the fame [ource; and 
this, in fome refpeCts, has not been unlucky on our fide; for they, 
not expeCting to meet with furs in any other places than thofe 
mentioned by Cook, quietly fat down with what they could get 
in thofe harbours, and confequently we had to feek for other re
fources, or return 'home empty handed. By this means we fell ill 
with ~en Charlotte's Hlands, which (as I have already 1hewn) 
furpaffed our moil: fanguine expeCtations, and afforded a greater 
quantity of furs than, perhaps, any place hitherto known. 

That we have ·made confiderable additions to .the geography 
of this coaft, cannot be denied, yet much remains to be done; in
deed, fo imperfeCtly do we frill know it, that it is in fome me3;fnre 
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to be doubted whether we have yet feen the main land; certain it 
is that the coaft abounds with il1ands, but whether allY land we 
have been near is really the continellf, remains to be determined by 
future navigators: Thus much we can venture to affirm, (and 
which is of the jirft confequence to this undertaking) that the fur 
trade is inexhauftible wherever there are inhabitants, and they 
(experience t~lls us) are not confined to any particular fituation,. 
but are fcattered in tribes all along the coaft, which (as fa:r as 
concerns future traders to examine) extends from 40 to 6 I deg. 
North latitude; and from 126 to 155 deg. Weft longitude .. 

This vaft country (with very little deviation) ha~ the appear
ance of one continued foreft, being covered with pines of different 
fpecies, and thefe intermixed with alder, birch, witch-hazle,. "&c. 
be fides various kinds of .brufh-wood; and the vallies and low 
grounds, which are expofed to the fun, and iheltered from the 
""ind, afford wild currants, goofeberries, railierries, and various
other flowery fhrubs. The. foil on the hills, is a kind of compoft, 
tonfifting of rotten mofs and old decayed ti~ees. This-, is frequently 
wa111ed down into the vallies by the fudden melting of the fnow,. 
and there incorporating with a light fand~ forms a foil in which. 
moft of our garden produCtions, migp.t be cultivated with. fuccefs;. 

The climate,. as may be expeCted, is va-riou'S but; r do not 
think it fo temperate even in King George's Sound as in. Eng]and~, 
for the hills of a moderate height are' perpetually covered. with:. 
fnow. 

I have already enumerated the various kinds of birds and' ma
rine productions we have'met with. What account I can give of 
the quadrupeds thou mayeft colle.Cl from. the. various 1kinspur

chafed: 
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chafed by us" The only animals we faw amongft the natives, were J 7°7. 

dogs, they an~ of the wolf kind, very large, and appear quite do
mefricated. There is little doubt of variety of.. metals and mine-
fals being found here. I have already ob[erved/".that we found a 
vein of coals in Cook's River. The paint ufed by. the' natives in 
daubing their faces and bodies, appears chiefly to be black lead 
and red oker; and we frequently faw large circular wreaths of 
c:opper both at Norfolk Sound and Qw;en Charlotte's Iflands,. 
which did not appear to be foreign manufatture, but twilled into· 
that fhape by the natives themfe1ves, to wear as an ornament about 
the neck. 

What number of inhabitants this extent of coaft may contain, 
·is not ea[y to determine with any degree of certainty; but from 
a moderate computation) there cannot be lees than 10,000; in
deed, appearances might warrant the conjetture of their being. 
confiderably more,. as the women appear very prolific, (every tribe 
we faw having numbers of young children) and the people are to
tal1y free from that long catalogue of d.ifea[es, which luxury and· 
intemperance have introducedamongfr more civilized nations. 
Blit then it muft be remembered, that neighbouring tribes are 
generally at war with each other, and thefe commotions, both 
from the nature of their weapons, and the favage difpofit.i.on of 
the people,. muft be attended with fatal confequences; be fides, 
there is reafon to fuppo[e that numbers are loft at fea, as they go 
6)ut to a very confiderable- diftance a fifhing, and fhould bad wea
ther fuddenly come on, it is impoilible for their canoes to live. 
Thefe circum-fiances certainly tend to depopulate the country, and; 
in. fame meafure account for its being. fo thinly inhabited •. 

The: 
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The people in general are about the middle fize, their limbs 
{haight, and tolerably well-fhap:d; many of the older people are 
J'ather lean, but I never faw one perfon who could be called cor
pulent amongO: them: both fexes are remarkably diftinguifhed 
by high prominent cheek bones and fmall eyes. A love of dirt 
:and filth is univerfally predominant all over the coail. In regard 
to their complexion; it is no cafy matter to determine what caft 
that is j but if I may judge from the few people I faw tolerably 
clean, thefe Indians are very little darker than the Europeans in 
general. 

The hair of both fexes is long and black, and would be an or
nament to them, were it not for the large quantities of greafe and 
red oker conftantly rubbed into it, which not 9n1y gives it a dif-

. guiling appearance, but affords a never-failing harbour for ver
min. Sometimes, indeed, the women keep their hair in decent 
order, parting it from the forehead to the crown, and tying it be-
hind after the manner of a club. . 

The young men have no beards, and I was at firfi: inclined to 
think that this arofe from a natural want of hair on that part, , 
but I was foon undeceived in this particular, for all the men we 
raw, who were advanced in years, had beards all over the chin, 
.and [orne of them whifkers on each fide the upper lip. 

As this fuppofed defect amongi1: the natives of America has oc
cafioned much fpeculative enquiry amongO: the learned and inge
nious, I took every opportunity of learning how it was occafioned, 
and wa.s given to underfi:and, that the young men got rid of their 
beards by plucking them out, but that as they advance in years, 
the hair is fufiered to grow. 

In 
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In their drefs, there is little variety; the men generally wearing 
coats tfuch as I have already defcribed) made of fuch ikins as 
fancy fuggefts, or their fuccee., in hunting furnifhes them with,. 
and fometimes the loofe clo~k thrown over the !boulders, and 
tied with fmall leather. ftrings. Befides this, forne of the more ci
vilized fort, particularly thofe in Cook's River, wear a fmaU piece 
of fur tied round the waift, when the heat of the day cau[es them 
to throw their coat afide, or they are difpofed to fell it. The drd9 
of the women differs in fome refpeCts from that of the men: their
under garment is made of fine tanned leather, and covers the 
body from the neck to the anele, being tied in different parts to 
make it fit clofe: over this is tied a piece of tanned leather like 
an apron, and which reaches no higher than the waifl; the upper 
garment is made in much the fame manner as the men's Goats; 
and generally of tanned leather, the women not caring to· wear 
furs;. as they were always unwilling to be ftripped of their gar
ments, which, fuould they happen to be worth purchafing, their 
hufbands alway infifted on their being fold; indeed, the deport
ment of the women in general was. decent, modeft, and becom

mg. 

It might be imagined; that the cTlildren of thefe favages- woulJ 
enjoy the free and unreftrained ufe of their limbs from their ear
lieit infancy; this, however, is not altogether the cafe: three 
pieces of bark are faftened together, fo as to~ form a kind of chair. 
the infant, after being wr:apped in fUl'S, is put into this chair, and 
lafhed [0 clofe, that, it cannot alteritspofture even with ftruggling; 
and the chair is fa contrived) that when· a: mother wants to feed her 
child, or give it the breafr, there is no: occafion to; releafe it from 
its fhackles. Soft mofs is ufed by the Indian nurfe to keep her 
child clean; but little. regllrd.is paid to this article, and. the poor 

infants. 
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-infants are often terribly excoriated, nay, I have frequently feen 
boys of fix or feven years old, whofe pofieriors have born eyident 
marks of this pegle6t in their infancy. 

Ornaments fcern to differ in particular places more than drefs; 
for inftance---the aperture, or fecond mouth, a little above the 
chin, [eems confined to the men of Cook's River and Prince 
William's Sound; \whilft the wfJoden ornament in the under lip 
is wore by the women only, in that part of the coaft from Port 
Mulgrave to ~en Charlotte's Wands. 

Beads are held in much greater eftimation in· the harbours firft 
mentioned than any where eIfe within our obfervation. Thefe or
naments were undoubtely introduced here by the Ruffians, who 
have conftantly traded with thefe people for many years paft, and 
beads have been generally ufed in barter, fo that if we make this 
a rule for judging how far the Ruffians have had a direct inter
courfe on the coaft, -it will appear that they have not been to the 
Eaftward of Cape Hinchinbrook: and I think, this conjecture far 
from improbable. 

There is at Ie aft two or thtee different languages fpoken on the 
cGaft, and yet probably they are all pretty generally underftood; 
though if we may credit the old Chief at ~en Charlotte's Wands, 
his people were totally ignorant of that fpoke by the inhabitants 
to the Eaftward, and which wejudged to be the continent: they 
all appear uncouth and difficult to pronounce; yet though they 
abound in confonants, the words have rather a labial and dental, 
than a guttural pronunciation: however, I {hall fubjoin the nu
merals ufed by the natives of Prince William's Sound, Norfolk 
Sound, and King George'~ Sound, which will give thee a better 

idea 
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idea of thefe different languages than any defcfiption of mine can 
pollibly do; at the fame time let me obferve, that thofe ufed at 
King George's Sound were furnifhed me by a friend whom I met 
with on board the Prince of 'Vales, otherwife thou mighteil: 
wonder at my prefumption in fending thee the language of a place 
I never faw. 

Prince T/7illiam's Sound 
NOlfolk Sound. King George's Sound. ond Cook's River. 

One Afthlenach Tlaafch Sorwock 
Two Malchnach Taafch Athlac 
Three Pinglulin - Noofch Catfa 
Four Staachman Tackoon IVIoo 
Fz'.ve Talchman Keichin Souteha 
Six Inglulin C tletufeh uih Noapoo 
Se'l)f1Z 

lCOUld not 
Takatufchuih Athlapoo 

Eight be afcertained. N oofchatufchufh Athlaquell 
Nine Koofchufh Sarvacquell 
Ten Coolin. Chincart. Highhoo. -

The[e numerals are fpelt as near the mode of pronunciation as· 
I pollibly can, and yet it is not in my power to fpeak them any 
thing like the natives. In regard to pronunciation, the inhabi
tants of Cook's River are the moil: perfect I ever met with or 
heard of; they will repeat the moft difficult Englifh words with 
great eafe, and particularly thofe that begin or end with th, though 
Europeans in general are unable to do it. ' 

I have already given thee [orne defcription of the canoes in 
general> and I !hall jufl: add, that the [mall ones in Cook's River 
are about eighteen or nineteen feet long, and curved at each en,dl> 

H h'" fame 
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fo'll:cthin;;; 1i!~(; 6e neck of a \"io~in; they are confiru2ccl of ribs 
of ib1(ler 1::th, ~nd co'.'Cred with Lal lkins. Their hunting and 
ilfhil~g implements are faitencd with {haps on the outfide of the 
canoe, fo as to be laid hold of the moment the hunter fees his 
prey. The firl.;lc canoes are rm;ved with {mall double bladed 
paddles, amI are managed by thefe people with great c1c·xtcrity. 

Eeodes the ornaments already mentioned, the Indians are very 
fond of maf1<.s or vifors, and various kinds of caps, all of which 
are painted with different devices, fuch as birds, beafis, fiilies, 

. and fometimes reprefentations of the human face; they have 
likewiie many of thefe devices carved in wood, and fome of them 
far froni being iiI executed. 

There curiofities feem to be greatly valued, and are carefully 
packed in neat fquare boxes, that they may the more conveniently 
be carried about. 

Whenever any large party came to trade, there treafures were 
firfl: produced, and the principal perrons drelfed out in all their 
finery before the fingihg commenced. In addition to this, the 
Chief (who always conduCts the vocal concert) puts on a large 
coat, made of the elk !kin, tanned, roand the lower part of which 
is one, or fometimes two rows of dried berries, or the beaks of 
birds, which make a rattling noife whenever he moves. In his 
hand he has a rattle, or more commonly a contrivance to anfwer 
the fame end, which is of a circular form, about nine inches in 
diameter, and made of three fmall fiicks bent round at different 
difiances from each other: great numbers of birds beaks and dried 
berries are tied to this curious infirum~nt, which is {hook by the 
Chief with great glee, and in his opinion makes no [mall addition. 

to . 
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to the concert. Their fongs generally confift of feveral fianzas, 
to each of which is added a chorus. The beginning of each 1lanza 
is given out by the Chief alone, after which both men and women 
join and fing in octaves, beating time regularly with their hands, 
0r paddles ~ meanwhile the Chief {hakes his rattle, and makes a 

'/ thoufand ridiculou,s gefticulations, finging at intervals in different 
notes from the refi; and ,this mirth generally continues near half 
an hour without intermiffion. 

I {ball here write down, in notes, a fong which I often heard 
whilft we lay in Norfolk Sound: my knowledge of the fcience is 
fo very fuperficial that I can fay but very little as to its accuracy; 
however, it will ferve to conv(;l.y a better idea of the mufic ufed on 
the Arr.erican coaft than any other mode of defcriptioncan do; 
at the fame time it {bould be obferved, that they have a great va
riety of tunes, but the method of performing them is univerfally 
the fame. 

Whether or no they make ufe of any hieroglyphics to perpetuate 
the memory of events, I cannot fay, though their numsrous draw
ings of birds and fifhes, and their carved reprefentations of ani
lllais and human faces, might, perhaps, warrant a fuppofitioll of 
the kind. Many of thefe carvings are well proportioned, and e)~
ecuted with a confiderable degree of'ingenuity, which appears 
rather extraordinary amongft a people fo remote from civilizcci 
refinement. But then we muft confider that this art is far from 
being in its infancy; a fondnefs for carving and fculpture \\'as 
difcovered amongft thefe people by Captain Cook: iron implements 
were then alfo in ufe; and their knives are fo very thin that they 
bend them into a variety of forms, which anfwer t~12~r every pur
pofe neorly as well as if they had recourfe to a carpenter's tool 
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chen:. At what period iron was introduced on this coaft is very 
uncertain, but it mull doubtlefs be a conilderal51e time ago; and 
I may venture to allert that their implements are not of Englifh 
manufacture, fo that their is little doubt of their ~eing obtained 

, from the n.uflims. The only implement I faw, (iron excepted) 
was a toe made of jaJper, the fame as thofe uied by the New 
Zealande:s. 

The ingenuity of thefe people is not confined to devices in 
wood, or drawings on bark; they manufaCture a kind of variegated 
blanket or cloak, fomething like our horfe cloths; they do not 
appear to be wove, but made entirely by hand, and are neatly 
finifhed: I imagine thefe cloaks are made of wool collected from 
the 1kins of beafts killed in the chace; they are held ill great efti. 
mation, and only wore on extraordinary occafions. 

Befides the {kin coats and cloaks wore in common, .they have 
large coats purpofely for war, made of the elk {kill, tanned, and 
wore double, fometimes threefold. Their weapons are fpears fixed 
to a pole fix or eight feet long, and a kind of iliort dagger, which 
is wore in a ~eather cafe, and tied round the body: to this dagger 
a leather thong is faftened, at the end of which is a hole for the 
middle finger, the leather is afterwards twifted round the wrift, 
in order to fix the dagger firm in the hand; fo that the warrior 
lofes his weapon only with his life. 

Food in the winter fea[onconfifts chiefly of dried fiili, but when 
the time of hunting comes on; they have greater variety, amongft 
which broiled feal feems to be reckoned a moil: delicioU5 repaft; 
they fometimes offered us pieces of it, and on our refufing this 
dainty, always looked at us with a mixture of aftoniihment and 

contempt. 
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contempt. In the fpring~ or rather fummer, here are variety of 
herbs which the natives eat with great relifh; and in Norfolk 
Sound, we faw the wild lilly root in abundance. Though there 
poor favages are in their general manners truly in a fiate of un
cultivated barbari[m, yet in OJle in fiance they can boafi of a re
finement equal to that of more polite nations, and that is gaming, 
which is carried on here to as great a pitch (comparatively fpeak
ing) as at any of our moderate fafhionable clubs. The only gam
ing implements I raw, were fifty-two fmall round bits of wood, 
about the fize of your middle finger, and differently marked with 
red paint. A game is played by two perfons with thefe pieces of 
wood, and chiefly c~onfifl:s in placing them in a variety of pofi
tions, but I am unable to defcribe it minutely. The man whom 
I before mentioned our having on board at Port Mulgrave, loll: a 
knife, a fpear, and feveral toes at this game in lefs than an hour: 
though this 10[s was at Ie aft equal to an Englifh gamefl:er lofing 
his eftate, yet the poor fellow bore his ill-fortune with great pa
tience and equanimity of temper. 

Time is calculated by moons, and remarkable events are re
membered with eafe for one generation, but whether for any longer 
period is very doubtful. 

Sea otter fkins are the fiaple commodity in the fur trade, the 
other varieties we have met with I have before enumerated, and I 
was informed by Mr. "Etches, that King George's Sound produced 
as many different forts offkins as Cook's River: I have· alfo 
taken notice of the articles moft acceptable in barter, and tha11 
only add on that head, that copper is almoft· the only article in 
requeft at King George's Sound; and though faws are obvioufly 
of the greatefr ufe to the Indians, yet we found them fo little va-
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lued, that they would fcarcely take a faw for a feal frin; but time' 
and ufe will no doubt teach them the value both of thefe and other 
utenfils left by us on the coaft. 

I have now taken notice of every circumftance refpeCting thefe· 
people that fell within my immediate obfervation. I might indeed 
fpin my letter into a volume, with notions merely conjectural; 
fuch as the origin of thefe people, from what country they firft 
emigrated, &c. &c. but as conjectures are fometimes partial, 
often uncertain, and therefore inconclufive, I am fure thou wilt 
be pleafed that I do not trouble thee with any thing of the kind,.. 
and wilt perhaps think me fufficiently tedious already-fo that 1. 
fhall conclude, -with perfeCt aiTurances of unalterable eil:eem and 
attachment, thine, &c. 

DATED AT SEA, 1 
A uguft 15th. 

LET T E R XXXIX .. 

W.B. 

H AV-I N G already given thee every information in mypower' 
refpeCting the dreary and inhofpitablt= American coaft, I 

ihall return to our proceedings on board. I hav-e' already obferv
ed, that we parted with our new friends in the morning of the 
9th of Augufr, they fteering for Qgeen Charlotte's Hlands; and 
we fhaping our courfe for Sandwich Hlands, in far better fpirits 

than 
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thm when we left the coaft laft year. At 10 o'clock, Woody 
Point bore T\; orth by Eaft 7 leagues diftant; our latitude at noon 
was 49 deg. 30 min. and the longitude 12~ deg. 10 min. Weft. 

From this to the 12th, we had a freal fteady breeze at Korth 
Weft, with moderate weather. Our latitude at noon on the 12th,
was 44 deg. 22 min. North; and 131 deg. 59 min. \\'eft longi
tude. 

From the 12th to the 15th, we had chiefly light variable winds, 
with calms by turns. Early in the moming of the 16th, a frefh 
breeze again fprung up at North North Weft. Our latitude at 
noon was 41 deg. 41 min. and the longitude by lunar obfervation, 
13 I deg. Weft. 

For fome days paft, we had feen an innumerable quantity of 
curious animal and vegetable fl1bftances floating on the water, 
called by failors, Portugueze men of war; the bottom part is about 
two inches long, oval, and of a purple colour; the upper part is 
quite thin and expanded, nearly in the Ihape of a fan. We found 
the variation of the compafs here 16 deg. 16 min. Eafterly. Our 
latitude at noon on the 17th, was 40 deg. 8 min. North i and the 
longitude 133 deg. 26 min. Weft. fo,. 

The wind hauled gradually to the Northward and Eaftward, and 
by the 21ft we might be faid to have a regular North Eaft trade: 
om: latitude at noon \'\-as 34 deg. 28 min. North; al1d the longitude 
by lunar obfervation 136 deg. 20 min. Weft. The wind continued 
prettyconftant at North-Eaft, aud the weather in general moderate 
:' wi fine. 

On 

'2+7 

I 78~. 
Auguft. 
~ 



A VOYAGE TO THE 

On the 2d of September, being in 20 deg. I min. North lati
tude and ISO deg. 3 min. Weft longitude, we fteered due Weft, in 
order to make Owhyhee, the principal of the Sandwich Hlands., 

Our latitude at noon on the 3d was 19 deg. 55 min. North, 
and our longitude, being the mean of feveral fets lunar obferva

tions, 152 deg. 9 min. VVeft. 

At fix o'clock in the morning of the 5th we faw Owhyhee, \vhicn 
bore from South South \Veft to Weft, one-fourth North; about four
teen leagues diftant; the latitude at noon was 20 deg. 4 min. and 
the longitude, by lunar obfervation, 154 deg. 41 min. vVeft. Th~ 

breeze growing light, we co-uld not fetch the land by day-light, fo 
that at fix o'clock we hauled our wind to the Northward, making 
occafional boards during the night. 

This paffage, from the American coaft to Owhyhee, has been 
by far the moft favourable of any we have experienced during the 
voyage; we have performed it in lefs than a month, whereas we ex
pected to have been at leaft five weeks: however, we had frelh 
reafon to admire the goodnefs of Providence, which had been witlt 
ns during the whole of our voyage, an{l more particularly in this 
inll:ance, for the fcurvy had already made a rapid progrefs amongft 
the {hip's company, fcarcely a perron on board being free from its 
baneful influence, and feveral of our people rendered incapable of 
doing their duty, fo that had the paffage hither been long and 
tedious, it doublefs would have proved fatal to _many of us, not
withll:anding every antircorbutic on board was adr.niniftered in the 
moll: liberal manner; but the hope of fpeedily procuring frefh 
pork and vegetables now infufed new life and vigour into every. 
perfon. 

I ihall 
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I fuall juft obferve here, that our people, while on the coaft, had 1787. 
r. I d 1 . . f hI' b d I .. fi September. la te arge quantitIes 0 a 1 ut, an a ways eat It m pre erence ~ ..j 

to the fuip'~ beef and pork. Whetner or no their devouring this • 
fait fiili, at no kind of allowance, might accelerate the fcorbutic 
complaint, I leave to the faculty to determine. 

But to return. --- At feven o'clock in the morning of the 6th we 
bore away to the Wefi:ward, and feeing a number of canoes 
coming from the land, we hove to in order to trade with them: 
the people brought great plenty of fmall hogs and potatoes, and 
were as fond as ever of iron, though we were afraid that the Im
perial Eagle, and feveral of the Bengal !hips, touching here, would 
have been prejudicial to the trade. 

By ten o'clock a vaft number of canoes were along-fide us, and 
the Indians traded very eagerly, many of them climbing up the 
fuip's fide for that purpofe, and numbers merely to gratify their 
curiofity, and look for any thing they could run away with . .one 
of this laft defcription, watching his opportunity whil1.l: all of us 
were bufily engaged with the traders, fnatchea a poker from the 
Armourer's forge and jumped over board with it. We called to him 
repeatedly to bring it back, but all in vain, the fellow fwam off 
with it, and feemed remarkably well pleafed with his acquifition: 
prefently one of the canoes picked him up, and they paddled away 
for the fuore. On this our Captain determined to make an 
example of him, and the more fo, as if he was fuffered to efcape 
with impunity, we fuould find it impoffible to trade with fuch 
a multiplicity of people, without being continually fubjeEt to their 
depredations: on which feveral mufkets were fired at the thief, 
and we prefently faw that he was very feverely wounded, by his 
bleeding profufely. After fome time, his companions were per-

I i fuaded 
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1787. • fuaded to bring him along-fide, and we got him on hoard. The-
S=~lb,: ball had ftruck his under-jaw, and hurt part of the upper-lip. 

Our Surgeon dreffed the wound in the beft manner he was able,. 
and we fent the poor fellow away; but before he left us, he pe
titioned the Captain for a toe, and received it~ 

The Indians were not in the leaft intimidated" by this circum
fiance, but traded with us prefentIy afterwards, as if nothing hid 
happened. 

It was not our Captain's intention to anchor at this ifland" 
but ply off and on occafionally, in order to procure a good fupply. 
of hogs and vegetables, and all the line we could meet with, this 
part of Owhyhee affording great plenty of fi£hing-lines, which we 
had found, by experience, to be particularly ufeful in making ropes 
for various purpofes. 

At noon we faw Mowee, the Eaff end of which bore North, 
56 deg. Weft, about twelve leagues diftant, and the extremes of 
Owhyhee, from South 76 deg. Weft to North 30 deg. Eaft, about 
eight miles diftant from £hore: our latitude was 20 deg. 17 min .. 
North. 

The weather during the 7th being moderate, we plied oecaf!
onally, as beft fuited our convenieney for trading with the"people,. 
who kept fupplying us with hogs and vegetables; fo that by the.: 
evening we had got an ample fupply of provifions. 

At fix o'clock in the morning of the 8th, having a frefh Eafterly 
breeze and fine weather, we frood along the £hore, for the Wefter
moft point of the ifland, which at noon bore South, about five 

leagues 
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leagues diftant, ~rid our diftance from fhore about four miles: a 
number of canoes followed us, but being favoured with a frefh 
fteady breeze, we foon left them behind. About one o'clcck, be
ing well in \vith the Sou th-W eit point, we hove to, in order to 
give the people an oppl)rtunity of trading for curiofities, our Cap
,tain havin.g given them liberty for that purpofe. A vaft number 
·of canoes came along-fide us from this part of the iflancf, and we 
purchafed. a good quantity of line for the fhip's ufe. At three 
o'clock we made fail, ~nd bore up for Whahoo, that being the 
place Captain Dixon intended to wood and water at. At fix o'clock 
the fmall ifland Tahoura, bore North 60 deg. Weft, about 8 leagues 
'<iifiant. In the evening the breeze frefhening, we double-reefed 
tl}e topfails and mainfail, and at ten o'clock hauled our wind to the 
Southward, it not being prudent to run in the night. At five o'clock 
in the morning of the 9th we wore and made fail; the weather was 
nne, with a frefh Eafterly breeze, which continued during the for
mer part of the day, but afterwards we had light baRing winds, 
with calms by turns. At noon, the Weft end of Ranai bore 
North 10 d~g. Weft, about ten miles diftant. During the after
noon we had feveral canoes from Ranai along-fide, which brought 
us a number of fifhing-lines, but little befides: thefe we I pur
chafed with fmall toes. 

At, fix o'clock a bluff-head on the Weft fide of Ranai, much re
fembling Beachy-Head, bore North 6 deg. Eail, five miles diftant. 
In the evening we had feveral heavy fqualls, which cauied us to 
dofe-reef the top fails, and lingle-reef the mainfail; but about mid
night the weather grew moderate, and at day-light in the morn
ing of the loth, we fet all fail on feeing Whahoo right a-head. 
We were favoured with a frefh Eafterly breeze} and by half paft 
eleven o'c1ock~ being well into the bay we formerly anchored in, 

Ii 2 we 
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we came to with the beft bower, in eight and a half fathom water, 
over a fandy bottom interfperfed with rocks. The extremes of the 
bay bore from South 80 deg. Eaft, to South 68 deg. Weft, about 
two miles di!tant from £hore. 

Our intention was to ftay here no longer than was necelfary to 
procure wood and water, as we knew from fad experience that it 
was fcarcely pollible to lay here for any l~ngth of time without 
iHjuring our cables, not only on account of the foul bottom, but 
from the heavy fwell con!tan~ly fetting into the bay at South 
Eaft. 

There was feveral canoes along-fide, fame of which we fent on 
thore for water; but few of the people brought any, faying that 
every thing was tabooed. 

During the afternoon our people were employed in fetting up 
the rigging fore and aft. Towards the evening our vifitants were 
pretty numerous, but they confifted chiefly of females who came 
along-fide, expecting to get huibands for the night, fo that though 
we at prefent were reftri8::ed from neceffary articles, yet thofe who 
were difpofed to folace themfel ves with the chearful Whahoo dam
fels, had no reafon to repine. In the morning of the lith our 
old friend the Priefr, with his ufual attendants, paid us a vifit. 
From him we learnt that the King propofed paying us a vifit, be
fore the natives were allowed to fumi£h us with water or provifions. 
Accordingly, about noon Teereteere came on board, attended by a 
number of Chiefs, and his nephew Myaro, whofe thape and figure 
I had fo greatly admired when 1aft at this place. He was grown 
rather !touter than when I faw him 1aft, but his frin was c0vered 
in feveral places with a kind of white fcurf, which at firft I ima-

gined 
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gined to be the effect of his drinking ava. On afking him about 
it, he told me that it was a breaking out very common amongfi: 
them; and fo far from being occafioned by drinking ava, that it 
was a crime for 16 young a perf on as himfelf to touch it. 

The King brought a fine hog and fome cocoa-nuts as a prerent : 
but it was evident that he meant to regulate his conduct towards 
us by the reception we gave him, and that we might expect our 
wants fupplied in proportion as he approved of our prefents: he 
enquired repeatedly after Captain Portlock, and appeared very anxi
ous to fee him. M yaro, arid feveral of .the Chiefs afked after Pia
pia, and feemed well pleafed to hear of his being at Atoui. 

After Teef~teere had fatisfied his curiofity, and Captain Dixon 
made him a prefent of fome toes and other trifling aI tides, he went 
on fuore; and we prefently found the good effects of our bounty, 
great numbers of the natives flocking to us with water, fo that by 
fun-fet we had filled fourteen butts. 

By day-light in the morning of the 12th, we were furrounded by 
canoes full of water, fo that the remainder of our empty cafks were 
prefently filled, and many of the poor Indians emptied their gourds 
into the fea, when they found we had no occafion for any more. 
OUf next object was to procure wood, which our friends no fooner 
knew than they paddled away for the fuore, and in lefs than an 
hour began to fupply us very brifkly. They alfo brought a great 
quantity of fruit, ~omewhat refembling a nectarine, and which I 
had not noticed when Iaft at this iiland: they eat very agreeably, 
and are cool, juicy, and refrefhing. The natives fupplied us" but 
{paringly with hogs and vegetables, but we had not the leaft want 
of either, the fupply we got at Owhyhee being far from expended. 

About 
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About noon Teereteere and his attendants paid us another vifit, 
bringing two hogs and [orne cocoa-nuts as a prefent. The Ar
mourer being at work, Captain Dixon ordered him to make a 
pahou for the King, which pleafed him wonderfully, and he ex
preIred his friendfhip for us in the mofr unre[erved manner, pro
mifing to accommod~te Po Pote, when he came, with every thing 
the ifland-afforded. 

-,," -, . . . 
By three in the atlel\npon we had got a fufficient quantity of wood 

·on board, and our Captain' determining to leave this place as Coon 
.as pollible, the people were. employed in clearing the decks, and 
getting every thing ready fbr feir", Thou wilt probably hear from 
me at Atoui. Thine, 

VVHAHOO, I 
September J 3th• J 

LET T E R XL. 

W.B. 

H A VING a frefh Eafterly breeze, we weighed anchor at five 
o'clock in the mornin'g of the 13th, and made fail for Atoui. 

During our fray at Whahoo, the Wind had been fready at E. N. E. 
and the weather very moderate. The mean of the thermometer 
79 deg. and the latitude of our anchoring birth 2 I deg. 16 min. 
North. 

I 

We 
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We had been favoured with the company of the old Prieft and 
Bis attendants fince the morning of the 12th; and no canoe now 
comng for him, we made feveral boards in the bay, being un
willing to take the old man to Atoui, if we could avoid it. 

Towards feven o'clock the Prieft's canoe came along-fide; and 
prefently afterwards we faw that of the King putting off in a great 
hurry, on which we backed the main-topfail, and foon found it to 
be Tereteeree and his attendants. 

- I 

When the King came on board, he feemed to be forry that we 
fhould leave Whahoo fo foon, and endeavoured to perfuade us 
that his only motive in paying this vifit was to bid us farewell = 

but it was eafy to perceive that interefr principally brought him on 
board; and that he was unwilling we ihould leave the ifland, and 
have all our wants fupplied fo very expeditioufly, without making 
fome addition to our former prefents; though, to do him juftice, 
no demand of the kind was direCtly made; but he' frequently infinu
ated, that our being fo fpeedily fupplied"with wood and water, was 

I in confequence of his immediate orders fot that pur"pofe; and that 
the fame refpeCtful attention fhould be fhewn to Po Po;e, when
ever he arrived. As Tereteere feemed to lay great firefs on this la~ 
€ircumftance, our Captain m2d~ him a prefent of a fc\v axes and 
laws) with 'which he was pleafed to the higheft degree ima~1able. 

Our courfe being near that p::ut of the i£1and Vi here the King 
ufually refided,. he ibid on board fome time, and was much ck
lighted to fee the £hip under fail. As we were freering nearly 
before the wind, Captain Dixon ordered the man at the h21m to 

luffup and bear away occafionally, a circumftance which engaged 
Tereteeree's attention very mueh) and excited his furprize -and ad-

miration. 
Towards 
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Towards eleven o'clock, being nearly abreaft Whititte Bay, the 
King's refidence, he left us, with many profeffions of friend
{hip, frequently repeating the word proba; or, I willi you a good 
voyage and a fair wind. 

In the afternoon, and during the night, we had light variable 
winds, the weather cloCe and fultry. In the morning of the J 4th, 
a moderate breeze fprung up at N. N. E. At noon, the South 
Weft point of Whahoo bore South 75 degrees Eaft; and the North 
Weft point North 83 degrees Eaft, about eight leagues diftant. 

During the afternoon and night, we had light baffiing winds, 
with intervening calms. At eight o'clock in the morning of the 
15th, we faw King's Mount, Atoui, which bore North Weft by 
Wefl: half Weft, nine leagues diftant. At noon we had a light 
Eafterly breeze and clear weather. The meridian altitude gave 
21 deg. 43 min. North latitude. At fix in the afternoon, the ex
tremes of Atoui bore from North 20 deg. Weft, to South 85 
deg. Weft; diftant from {hore four or five leagues. 

The evening being cloudy and dark, at feven o'clock we hauled by 
the wind tothe Southward, and tacked occafionally during the night. 
At five in the morning of the 16th, we bore up and made fail, with 
a light Eafterly breeze. By nine o'clock we were within two miles 
of the Eafl: fide of Atoui. A number of the natives prefently 
came along~fide, bringing us potatoes and taro, which we purchafed 
for nails. Our latitude at noon was 2 I deg. 52 min. North. 
We kept ftanding along {hore for Wymoa Bay; but the wind 
being light and variable, it was doubtful whether we {hould be 
able to effeCt our purpofe. Great numbers of canoes now came 
along-fide the vena; and many of the people were z:ejoiced to fee 

us 
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us again: numbers of them ar1<ed after Po Pote, and feemed concerned 
that he was not in our company. On our afking after Abbenooe 
and his fon Tyheira, the people told m they were both at Oneehow. 

About five o'clock, our old fi-iend LonlJ"-lnanks came on board· o , 

he was fo rejoiced to fce his former acquaintanc~, that tears ran 
down his cheeks, and it was fome time before he became perfectly 
calm and colleCted. From him we learned that Abbenooe \\':lS on 
fbore at.Attoui, and not at Ohef-how, as we had been informed. 

The little breeze we had during the afternoon dying away, at 
fix o'clock we came to with the finall bower, in nineteen fathom 
water, over a fandy bottom, about two miles to the Eafiward of 
our former fituation. 

Soon after this Tyheira came on board, and (on our aiking after 
Abbenooe) began to tell us a very lamentable fiory, the purport 
of which was, that fince we left Atoui, a {hip had been there i 
that the Captain ufed tlle inhabitants very ill, and even killed [e
veral of th''::n1; that on this account his father durfi not come to 
us, 'not lmowing our vella at fo great a difiance. Captain Dixon 
told him, that no trade whatever fhould be carried on until Ab
benooe had been on Qoard; on which Tyheira immediately fent a 
canoe to fetch his father, and at the fame time hoiited a fignal, to 
let him know that he might come [1.fely. This had the defired 
effeCt, for in lefs than half an hour we had the pleafure of feeing 
our good friend Abbcnooe on board, and he was no lees pleafed to 
fee his old acquaintance again; but feemed i~)l"ry that Captain 
Portlock (or Po Pote, as he called him) was not with us. From 
what Tyheira had told us refpeEting the firange vefId, we were 
inclined to think that it was Captain Meares who had quarrelled 

Kk with 
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with the natives, efpecially as our Captain had recommended him 
to touch at Atoui in preference to any of the iflands. On our 
aiking Abbenooe about this circumftance, he informed us that the 
Nootka had left Atoui' twenty days, and that the Captain was 
eJlOU, or a bad man, and had not given any prefent whatever, though 
he had been plentifully fupplied with every refre!hment the ifland 
afforded. 

-Our Captain's intention was not to fhy here any longer than 
was neceiTary to procure a good fupply of hogs, and as many ve
getables as would ferve the fhip's company whilft they kept good, 
and indeed this feemed likely to detain us but a very !hort time, 
for early in the morning of the 17th we were furrounded with 
canoes, filled with taro, potatoes, cocoa-nuts, and fugar-cane: 
many of them had fine brge hogs, particularly Abbenooe, Tyhei
ra, Long-fhanks, and old Toe-Toe, the Chief who ufed formerly 
to fupply us fo plentifully with taro. We prefently purchafed 
more hogs than we could conveniently carry away alive: on this 
our Captain ordered the people to kill and fait as many for fea
ftore as were fufficient to fill two puncheons. 

Early in the morning of the I Sth our decks were crouded with 
vifitors; for, although it had been our conftant cuftom when at 
thefe iflands before, to admit very few people on board, yet at this 
time it could fcarcely be avoided, efpecially as Captain Portlock 
was abfent, and we were willing to !hew every attention in our 
power to all thofe who had rendered any little fervices to either 
veiTel. 

Amongft the reft of our new guefts, Tyheira introduced his 
wife and two little boys : the e1deft is a !harp little fellow, about 

four 
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four years old; the younger; frill in his mother's arms. She is a 1787' 

d 11. 1 k' d l' d h h'l September. very pretty mo ell 00 mg womanJ an leems to regal' er c 1 - ~ 

dren with a fondnefs truly maternal: Tyheira, by way of paying 
a compliment to our Captain, has named his eldeft boy Po Pot~, 
after Capt. Portlock, and the younger Ditteana, after Capt. Dixon~ 

Abbenooe informed us, that the King propofed coming on board 
in the courfe of the forenoon, and about ten o'clock 'Tiara made 
his appearance in a large double canoe, accompanied by another, 

. in which were his daughter and two nieces. The attendants 011 

thefe great perfons were very numerous, and joined in a heeva, 
or fong, on their coming on board, fuperior to any thing of the 
kind I ever heard at thefe iflands. 

The king was greatly pleafed to fee us again, and enquired 
particularly after Po Pote. On being told that we fllOuld fray no 
longer than to procure a fupply of provifions, he feemed folicitous 
to accommodate us with every thing the ifland afforded, and in
deed all the Chiefs vied with each other in fpeedily fupplying our 
various wants; even intereft feemed to be forgot in the good na
tured buftle of kind and friendly offices. 

Amongfr the many inftances of kindnefs and good natured at
tention we met with at this time from the Chiefs in general, I 
cannot omit mentioning an aCtion of Long-ilianks, as it does him 
the greateft honour, and would- reflect credit even on a perf on ~f 
education and refined fenfibility. 

Long-ilianks had been often on board when we were lall at 
Atoui, and by that means was perfonally acquainted with all 
our people. Being naturally curious and inquifitive, he now 
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1787. took an opportunity of going amongfr them to afk a number of 
~. quefiions about the voyage.· On going down between decks, he 

met with the Carpenter, who had been troubled with a lingering 
diforeler for a c~nfiderable time, and at prefent was very weak and. 
poorly. His pale countenance and emaciated figure affeCted poor 
Long-f11anks very fenfibly; a tear of pity frole unheeded down his. 
cheek, and he began to enquire about his complaint in a tone of 
tendernefs ~nd compaffion: feeing him very weak and infirm, he 
gently chafed and preffed the finews and mufcles of his legs and 
thighs, and gave him all the confolation in his' power. Prefently' 
afterwards he came upon deck, called his canoe, and went on {here 
in a hurry, without taking leave of any perfon on the quarter
deck, which was contrary to his ufual cuftom; but he. returned 
very iliortly, bringing a fine fowl along with him, which he imme
diately carried down to the Carpenter, told him to have it dreffed: 
direJ:ly, and he hoped it would make him better in a. day or two .. 

This circumftance thews, that thefe people· are far from being: 
dellitute of the fine feelings of human nature, and at the fame 
time m:ly lead one to imagine that difeafes are not very uncom
mon amongft them. 

I 

About noon a frefh breeze fpringing up from the Northward~ 
Capt:1ln Dixon wifhed to embrace this opportunity of weighing, 
anchor; but on looking over our frock of vegetables, it was
judged neceffary to procure a fLUther fupply, c.s we not only 
wanted thelli for the iliip's ufe, but a1fo to fcd the hogs, of 
which we had near eighty on board, large and i:nall. No fooner
was the king informed of what we wanted, than he immediately' 
went on [hore,. together with Abbenooe, Toe-Toe, Tyheira,. and 
Long-fhanks,. all of them promifing to come back very [oon with. 

aTOU. 
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moored, and got every thing ready for fea. s~~ 

. About three o'clock the King and Chiefs returned, each bringing 
a large double canoe loaded with taro and fugar-cane, fo that we 
were now completely furnifued with every nece{[ary article the 
ifland afforded. 

The expedition and difpatch with which we got this laft taro7 

and their free and generous manner in bringing it on board, both 
furprized and pleafed us; and our Captain was not flow in 
making fuitable returnsr To the King he gave a pahou, a large 
baize cloak edged with ribbon, and a very large toe, which pleafed 
him fo much, that he began to think himfelf the greateft monarch 
in the univerfe. The other Chiefs were rewarded with toes, axes, 
and faws, entirely to their fatisfa8:ionr The ladies, too, ~ of 
whom we had no fmall number of <:onfiderable rank on board). 
were liberally ornamented with buttons and beads. In)hort, all 
parties· were perfeetly pleafed, and were profufe in their profeffions. 
€)f kindnefs a,nd acknowledgment. , 

Before we finally leave thefe iDands, thou, perhaps, wilt expeEl: 
a kind of fupplementary account in addition to wt1at I have occa
fionally faid refpeEting them and their inhabitants. What few 
!em~rks I am a~le to make, .. are now very hlUch at thy fervice. 

Thefe iflands were difcovered by the fate Captain Cook, during. 
bis laft voyage to the Pacific Ocean.. He named them Sandwich. 
Iflands, in honour of the Earl of Sandwich, his particular patron" 
alld who at that time. prefided. at the Admiralty Board .. 

This-
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This difcovery, fufficient alone to render his narr..e immortat,. 
may be faid to have brought him to an untimely end, as he loft 
his. life at Owhyhee, in confequence of a difpute with the natives. 

~: They are fituated from 18 deg. 54 min. to 22 deg. IS min. 
North latitude j and from 154 deg. 56 min. to 160 deg. 24 min. 
Weft: longitude, and are eleven in number j viz. Owhyhee, 
Mowee, Ranai, Morokinne, Tahoaroa, Moretoi, Whahoo, Atoui, 
Oneehoara, Nehow, or Oneehow, and Tahoura. The particular 
'extent of each ifland I cannot give thee, as thou mayeft know 
from the tenor of my former letters that our acquaintance with 
the major part of them is very fuperficial: on this head I fhall 
juft obferve, that Owhyhee is the fartheft to the Southward and 
Eaflward, the fouth point being in I ~ deg. 54 min. North lati
tude; and the Eaftermoft part 154 deg. 56 min. Weft longitude. 
The reft trend in a direCtion nearly N orth Weft~ and in the order 
already mentioned; the North point of Atoui being 22 deg. 15 
min. North latitude; and the Weft part of Tahoura in 160 deg. 
24 min. Weft longitude. 

Mowee is fituated next to Owhyhee, and appears to be about 
twenty miles long. According to Captain Cook's account there 
is a ~ne bay to the Eaft fide of this Wand, which we propofed 
making in November laft, but were prevented by contrary ",inds. 
Tahoaroa and Morokinne are fituated betwixt Mowee and Ranai; 
they are mere garden fpots, and I cannot fay whether they are 
inhabited. Ranai is confiderably fmaller than Mowee; its pro
duce is much the fame with that of the ifland's in general. Mo-

2 retoi 

'I> See a chart of the il1and in Cook's Iail: Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. iii. 
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retoi is the next to the Northward and Weftward: its extent ap- 1787. 

pears much the fame as Mowee. _ S~ 

Whahoo I am inclined to think is next to Owhyhee in point of 
extent, it being more than thirty miles long, and at leaft twenty 
miles over in the broadeft part. The latitude of the bay in which. 
we anchored is 21 deg .. IS min. North. 

Atoui is rather more than a degree to the North Weft of Wba
hoo; it is about thirty miles long, and fifteen miles over in the 
broadeft part. Oneehoura is very fmalI, and is fituated between 
Atoui and Oneehow; its chief produce is yams. Oneehow is 
confiderably larger, being about ten miles over. Tahoura is the 
Weftermoft i!1and of the groupe, and I believe is uninhabited. 

Thefe ifiands in general are mountainous, and fome of them 
remarkably fo. Captain King * eftimates Monakaah and Monaroa, 

- two mountains of Owhyhee, to be confiderably higher than the. 
famous Picque of Teneriffe and the high land on Mowee feems, 
little inferior in height to either of them. I have before obferved 
that the fummits of the two former are perpetually covered with 
fnow, and yet the numerous and well cultivated plantations round 
their bafe, and the exuberant foilage of the trees with which their 
fides are covered, totally deftroy every idea of Winter. h'or is 
the profpeCt. of the i!1ands in general lefs variegated or pleafing ; 
the country next the fea is generally crouded with villages, whtch 
are fi1aded from the fcorching heat of the fun by the fpreading 
branches of the cocoa, palm, clove, pepper, mulberry tree, t:c. 
As your eye advances farther into the country, numerous plan-

tations 

• See Cook's Iaft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. iii. p. 10-4-
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tations, laid out in the moLl: regular manner, engage your attention, 
'till the landfcape is finally elofed by the mountains, which are 
c10athed to the very fummit with all the verdure of everlatl:ing [pring. 

, 
'Though thefe Wands are fituated within the tropics, yet experience 

l1as ihewn us that trade winds are far froin being conftant here, 
particularly to the Weftward of vVhahoo: the weather t.=,o is 
frequently unfettled; and another very great incvnvenience at
tending thefe iflands, is the want of a.good harbour; though in 
the fummer months I doubt not but v~fTels may lay either in 
Karakakoa Bay, Owhyhee; or \Yymoa Bay, Atoui, with great fafety. 

I imagine the climate is much the fame as that of tropical 
ifiand,; ,in general. The mean of the thermometer during our 
fray here was 80, degrees. 

Owhyhee is by far the moLl: ,plentiful ifiand of the whole; we 
may indeed ailign as one reafon for this, that it is larger than any 
two of the refi, but then its inhabitants are equally nume'rous in 
proportion to its extent, and I am inclined to think they are much 
more fa, confequently the land is more univerfally cultivated than 
at any of the other iflands, which at once accounts for the great 
plenty of vegetables, &c. met with here. 

, -

In my next thou wilt have what few remaining particulars I 
can furnifh t~ee with refpeeting thefe iflands; and thou mayeft 
depend on their being fuch as have fallen within my immediate 
obfervation. Adieu. Thine, &c. 

W. B. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 

T HE circumftan~~ which renders Owhyhee peculia~ly eligible 
to touch at, IS the 'great number of fine hogs It affords: 

fowls too are in great plenty here. In regar~ to vegetables, bread
fruit, potatoes, and plantains, are the moft plentiful'; taro is 
more fcarce, and rather indifferent, and there are very few yams 
to be met with. 

Atoui is certainly the fecond ifland for refreiliments, and is ill 
fame refpeCl:s fuperior to Owhyhee: it produces many fine hogs. 
the greateft abundance of excellent taro, together with potatoes 
and plantains. Cocoa-nuts are met with here in greater abun
dance than, perhaps, at all the other ii1ands together; and there 
is plenty of fine faIt, which is peculiarly ufeful in curing pork for 
fea-ftore: add to'this, plenty of excellent water is eafily procured, 
and at Ieaft a temporary fupply of wood. The Chiefs are eafily 
attached to your intereft, and by that means every bufinefs is car~ 
ried on with the greateft order and regularity. 

V\lhahoo, though greatly inferior to either of the iflands jufl: 
mentioned in~egard to hogs or vegetables, yet it confeffedly claims 
a firft place for fupplying thofe moft neceffary articles, wood and 
water;" and I have reafon to think that in a few years it will equal 
Atoui in point of fertility. A fpirit of improvement feems to 
animate the 'people to a very great degree; and it is really afro-

L I ni{hin~ 
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] 787. niflling to fee the different afpeCt many parts of the ifland now 
~~:::. wear to what they did the firft time we anchored there. The bay 

we lay in, and Whititte bay in particular, are crouded with new 
plantations, laid out in the moil: regular order, and which feern 
to be in a very flourifhing il:ate of cultivation. 

Oneehow is remarkab~e for the great quantity of excellent yams 
it produces j there is alfo a fweet root called tee, or tea, found 
here: it is generally about the thicknefs of a perf on's wriil:, but 
fometimes much larger, and is generally baked by the natives pre
vious to their bringing it for barter. This root is of a wet, clammy 
nature, and with proper management makes excellent beer.-The 
other Wands in general produce a few hogs, together with potatoes, 
bread-fruit, taro, plantains, and fait; which laft article ren4ers 
thefe Wands fuperior to 6taheite, or any of the beautiful i£1ands 
in the Southern Pacific Ocean, none of them producing any of 
this very ufeful article. 

Hogs and dogs are the only quadrupeds we faw here. The dogs 
appear to be of the cur kind, dull and heavy; they have fharp 
pointed ears projeCting towards the nofe. 

Birds are not in any great variety here: the humming-bird al
ready mentioned, are by far the moil: numerous, and of which 
there are two fpecies; viz~ the red. bird before defcribed, and' 
another, the breail: of a pale green, the back and wings of a light 
brown. There are a1fo ducks, terns, owls, &c. Great numbers: 
of the tropic bird and man of war bird breed at Tahoura~ (which 
is uninhabited) and are frequenly caught there by the natives .. 
The fifh moil: frequently met with here are dolphins, cavallies,. 
fuarks, &c. Sharks are much efteemed, probably on accou~t of 

their 
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their teeth, and the food they afford to the rowtows oi" menial 
fervants, who are refirained from eating the better kinds of fifu. 

The wood at thefe iilands is very plentiful on the mountains, 
and of various kinds; but the principal are chiefly two, one re
fembling mahogany, the other ebony. 

What number of inhabitants thefe ifiands contain, is impollible 
for me to fay with any degree of certainty. Captain King com
putes them at four 'hundred thoufand, but, with all deference to 
fuch refpectable authority, I cannot help thinking this account 
greatly exaggerated, and indeed this is pretty evident from fimilar 
pa{[ages in the fame voyage. Captain Cook, when at Atoui in 
the beginning of the voyage, efiimates that iiland to contain 
thirty thoufand inhabitants, and this from a fuppofition that 
there are fixty villages on the i11and, each containing five hun': 
dred people. This calculation is certainly in the extreme, but 
Captain King makes it frill greater: and concludes Atoui to con
tain fifty-four thoufand inhabitants, which is furely too many by 
at leart one half. If therefore we deduct from the remainder of 
his calculations in the fame proportion, and reckon the whole 
number of inhabitants at two hundred thoufand, I am perfuaded 
it will be much nearer the truth than Captain King's calculation, 
which feems to be founded on opinion mel:ely fpeculative, rather 
than ..the refult of clofe obfervation. 

Thefe people in their temper and difpofition are harmlefs, in
offen five, and friendly j not fubject to pallion, or eafily provoked j 

in their manners they are lively and chearful, ever ready to ren
der any little fervice in their power even to frrangers, and PUl
rue every thing they undertake with unremitting diligence and ap-

L I 2 plication. 
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1787. plication. When attached to any perron, they are fteady in their 
September. r. din. h . 
'--v---J friendihip, and are· not eal1ly tempte to neg e\,;L t e mterlft of 

thofe for whom they have once profeffed a regard. In oppofi
tion to thefe good qualities, it muft 'be confeffed that they are 
guilty of theft, and will not fcruple to plunder whenever they 
have an opportunity; but this is moft frequently practifed by 
the 'Towtows; and from the imperfect knowledge we have of their 
cufroms, it is imp0llible to fay how far theft is reckoned a crime . 

. 'Yet with all this propenfity to thieving, we never met with an 
inftance of diihonefty whenever any thing was committed to their 
charge, however valuable it might be to them. 

Their language is foft, fmooth, and abounds with vowels. In 
their converfc'ltion with each other it appears very copious, and 
they fpeak with great volubility; but when converfing with us~ 
they only make ufe of thofe words which are moft exprellive and 
fignificant, purpofely omitting the many articles and conjunctions 
made ufe of when fpeaking to each othe~. But as a fpecimen 
will give thee a much better idea of the language than any de
fcription can pollibly do, I thall here fubjoin a vocabulary of 
words which I colleaed the meaning of during our ftay here. 

Tanie, a hujballd. 
Whaheene, a wife or 'woman. 
Madooa tanie, father. 
Madooa whaheene, mother. 
Titu nan ie, ,brother. 
Titu whaheene, .f!fler. 
Titu, child. 
Myre, a king. 
Aree, a chief. 

T I a }lave or 
ow tow, 

fervant. 
Tata, a man or Mr. 
Boa, a hog. 
Manu, a fl-wl. 
Ei ha, .fijh ill general. 
Wharra, potatoes. 
Neehu, cocoa nuts. 
To, fitgar cane. 

menial 

Vy, 
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Vy, water. 
Taro, a large root fa called. 
Poe, taro pudding. 
Mail, plantains. 
Mano, a fhark. 
Patai, folt. 

Oofe, or ooughe, yams. 
Malama, the fun. 
Maheina, the 'moon. 
Booboo, a button. 

P I a number of buttons 
oreema, jl . 

on a ring. 
Hou, a nail. 
Matton, a fijh-hook. 
Araia, a feather necklace. 
Taheidy, a fan or fly-flap. 
Pahou, a fpear. 
Tooheihe, wood. 
Ava, an intoxicating root. 
Matano, a prifent. 
Avaha, a canoe. 
Toa, a paddle. 
Tibo, a gourd or calabajh. 

Hi dirro, ~o below. 
Tabahou, a pail or bucket. 
Taboo, an interdiClion. 
Touro, roplor line of allY kind. 

{

a Jlone in the jhape of 
Toe, an adze, t! Jlat piece 

of iron. 

Marow, cloth wore by the men. 

2 

f
a piece of cloth wore by 

Ahou,' the women round the 
waijl. 

Enou, bad. 

Myty, goood, pretty, fine, righl. 
Areea, prifently, by and b)'e. 
Pe emy, come here, bring it here. 
Mere mere,jhew me. 
Arre, get away, march off. 
Areuta, on jhore. 
Abbobo, to-morrow. 
Heeva, a flng in chorus. 
Ete, fmall. 
N ooe, large. 
Oe, you. 
Moe, to Jleep. 
Porore, hungry. 
Pooninne, fick. 
Meme, to make water. 
Tooti, to eaft nature. 
Hone hone, to falute. 
Paha; may be, perhaps. 
Arou arou, great plenty. 
Emotoo, old, broke, much wore. 
Matte matte, dead, to kill. 
Oure, a denial oj allY kind. 
Owhytoenoa, what is )'our name. 
Poota poota, a hrile. 

P {
a liar or deceitJul 

oone poone, ~r; 
pe0°.'1· 

Tihi, one. 

Earna, 
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Earna, !-WO. 

Taro, three. 
Hah, four. 
Areema, five. 
Ahono, )ix. 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

Aheto, flvm. 
Ahanou, (,igbt. 
Heeva, nine. 
Hoome, ten. 

In writing thefe words, I have fpelt them as near the pronun
ciation as I pollibly could; and yet it i~ probable many of them 
might ftrike the ear of another perf on very differently. The fame 
may be faid in regard to the names of their Chiefs. I fhall juft 
obferve, that where the accent falls on the letter 0, it is generally 
pronounced broad. 

Thefe people in general are about the middle fize, rather {len
der, their limbs ftraight and well proportioned. Some of the 
Arees are inclined to corpulency, particularly the Aree women, 
.and their {kin is fmoother and fofter than thofe of the common 
rank, but this is owing to want of exercife, and an unlimited in
dulgence in the article of food. They are in general of a nut co
lour, though fome of the women are fairer, and their hands and 
fingers are remarkably {mall and delicate. 

Both fexes go naked, except about the waift. The men wear a 
narrow piece of cloth, called a marow, bare1y fufficient to cover 
the adJacent parts: the ahou, or women's drefs, is much larger, 
.and generally reaches from the waift to the middle of the thigh. 

The beards of the men are fuffered to grow; their hair is cut 
dofe on eadi fide the head, but grows long from the forehead to 

the back of the neck, fornewhat refembling a helmet. The wo
men cut theirs quite clofe behind, and on the top of the head; 

I the 
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the front is turned up like the toupee of an Engliili beau, and is 1787. 

f 1 d b d '· h '1 d l' d f It.. September; requent y au e WIt cocoa",:,nut 01 ,an Ime rna e rom wells, ~ 
which often gives it a fandy difagreeable colour. Sometimes, by 
way of ornament, they wear a wreath of flowers fancifully dif-
pofed about the head; inftead of a bracelet, a fhell is tied round 
the wrift, and a fondnefs for this ornament has rendered buttons 
fo much efteemed by thefe gay damfels in general; the neck, too, 
is adorned with various f.ort~ of 01ells, faftened on ftrings, after 
the manner of a necklace. But the molt beautiful ornament 
wore by the women is a necklace or araia, made from the varie-
gated feathers of the humming-bird, which are fixed on fhings 
fo regular and even, as to have a furface equally fmooth as velvet; 
and the rich colours of the feathers gives it an appearance equally 
rich and elegant. 

The caps and cloaks wore by the men are ftill fuperior in 
beauty and elegance. The cloaks are in general about thefize 
of thofe wore by the Spaniards; the ground is net-work, and the 
feathers are iewed on in alternate fquares, or triangular forms of 
red and yellow, which have a moil: brilliant appearance. The 
ground of the caps is \vicker-work, in the form of a helmet; the 
elevated part from the forehead to the hind part of the neck, is 
about a hand's breadth, and generally covered with yellow fea
thers, the fides of the cap with red. This cap, together with the 
cloak, has an appearance equally lplendid, if not fuperior to any 
fcadet and gold whatever. 

Thefe truly elegant ornaments are [carce, and only poffeffed by 
Chiefs of the higheft rank, who wear them on extraordinary oc.,. 
cafions. TheJe are, cloaks of an inferior kind". which have only 

a narrow 
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J 787. a narrow border of red and yellGw feathers, the reLl: being covered 
September. . h £ h f h . d f b' ..l, ~ :WIt .eat ers 0 t e trOpIC an man 0 war lru. 

Nor are thefe caps and cloaks, though confeifedly elegant in a: 
Juperior degree, the only proofs of invention and ingenuity !hewn 
'by thefe people in matters of ornament. Their mats are made 
with a degree of neatnefs equal to any of European manufaCture,. 
and prettily diverfified with a variety of figures ftained with red. 
Thofe ufed to fleep on are plain, and of a coarfer kind, but made 
;with an equal degree of neatnefs and regularity. 

Cloth is another article which gives thefe Indians equal fcope 
Jor fancy and invention. It is made from the Chinefe paper mul
berry-tree, and when wet, (being of a foft, malleable fub!lance) is 
beat out with finall [quare pieces of wood, to 'from twelve' to 
eighteen inches wide, and afterwards ftamped with various colours 
and a diverfity of patterns, the neatne[s and elegance of which 
would not difgrace th~ window of a London linen-draper. 

How this cloth is frarnped I never could learn; the different co
lours are extracted from vegetables found in the woods. There ' 
is another kit1d of cloth much finer than the above, and beat out 
to a greater; extent: it is of a white colour, and frequently wore 
~y the Aree women, in addition to the ahou. Fans and fly-flaps 
are ufed by both [exes. • 

The fans are u[ually made of the cocoa-nut fibres, neatly wove; 
the mounting is of a fquare form, and the handle frequently de
corated with hair. The fly-flaps are very curious; the handles. 
are decorated with alternate pieces of wood and bone, which at a 

difr~mce 
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diftance has the appearince of finiered work j the upper· part or 1787' • 

flap is the feathers of the man of war bird. Septlmber. 

~ ...... - I .... 

Fifh-hooks are made of the pearl ()yfter-£hell, and fo contrived 
as to ferve for both hook and bait. Thofe intended for {harks are 
confiderably larger, and made of wood. 

Befides the variety of filhillg-lines already mentioned, they 
have various other kinds of cordage, and made of different ma
terials. The worft forts were found ufeful in rounding our 
cables j that of a better kind was appropriated to other pm'pofes ; 
and the fi£hing-lines made excellent tackle-falls, top-gallant haul
yards, &c" I have already taken notice of the balkets we faw at 
Owhyhee: at the fame place we faw fome fquare pillows, made 
nearly of the fame materials as the mats, and which I am informed 
refemble thofe ufed in China. 

Nets are made here with great ingenuity, and very large. I 
cannot inform th~e what ufe they make of them, but they cer
tainly are not altogether for ornament. 

The form of their gourds or calabafhes is fo very various, that 
they certainly make ufe of art to give them different £hapes. 
Some ar~ of a globular form, with a long narrow neck, like a 
bottle; others are tall and circular, but of equal width from top 
to bottom. Others again, though narrower towards the mouth, 
yet are fufficiently wide to admit the hand: many of thefe are 
very prettily ftained in undlliated lines, which at a diftance ap
pear like paint. 

Mm \Vhat 
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1787. What little acceunt I can give thee ef their plantatiens thOll' 
September. haft already had, and I had no. eppertunity o.f feeing any ether 
~ cultivatien than tare; but every thing' elfe,. I deubt net, is pla;. 

naged with equal care and attentien. 

Their heufes greatly refemble an hay-frack in lliape, and are 
neatly thatched with flags, er rullies:; the deer place is fe very lew: 
that yeu are almeft ebliged to. enter en aU feurs. They h:we n(» 
better contrivance fer a deor than a few temt>orary beards. The· 

\ 
infide ef their dwellings are kept neat and dean; a coarfe mat is. 
fpread en the fleer; and as they have no. feparate apartments, that. 
part ef the room appropriated fer repo.fe is rather elevated, and 
cevered with mats ef a finer fert. The heufheld utenfils are 
placed en a weeden bench, and co.nfift ef geurds, and weeden 
bewls and dillies, which in general cenftitute the whele ef their 
furniture. There who. are pe{[e{[ed ef hegs er fewls, keep them. 
in fin all eut-heufes apprepriated fer that purpefe. 

The methed univerfally praCtifed to. drefs their. victuals is 
baking, which is dene in the fellewing maner: a hele is dug in. 
the greund fufficiently. deep to. anfwer the purpefe ef 'an even, at 
the bettem ef which a number ef het fro.nes are laid; thefe being 
cevered with leaves, whatever they want dreffed is laid en them; 
.mere leaves are new laid en, and anether layer ef het frenes being· 
added, the even is cevered. If a heg is baked, the belly is always 
filled with. het frenes. Cufrem has rendered this mede ef dreffing 
victuals fe very familiar, that tl:Iey can tell the exact time when 
any thing is fufficiently dene; and I mull: ewn that in baking taro 
er yams, they far excelled eur peeple: they alfe drefs the young 
teps ef taro fe as to. be an excellent fubftitute fer greens, tho. ugh 
we never ceuld beil them fe as to. eat palatably. . 

The 



NORTH-WEST GOAST OF AMERICA~ 

The better forts of food, fuch as hogs and fowls, are confined 
entirely to the A,.ces; but baked dog is reckoned a peculiar de
licacy. 

-The Towtows, and the women in general, live on fifh and 
vegetables. A kind of pudding made of taro conftitutes a principal 
part of their food. The fifh moft efteemed is dolphin, and they 
have an excellent method of curing them, fo as to keep good for 
any length of time. Why the women fhould be tabooed from 
flefh I never could learn; but it cannot furely proceed from fcarci
ty; and the Aree women are fometimes indulged with it. 

The knives ufed in killing and dreffing hogs are made of lhark's 
teeth, and (o contrived as to be ufed in this bufinefs with equal 
dexterity and difpC!tch. 

The canoes are not only finifhed with neatnefs and ingenuity, 
but at the fame time are lafting proofs of perfeverance and in~ 
duftry. They are made of a fingletree, and are from twelve feet 
to forty or fifty feet long. . The hollowing thefe trees, and bringing 
each end to a proper point with their rude unfalhioned tools, muLl: 
be a work of time and unremitting attention: they are in general 
about an inch thick, and heightened with additional boards neatly 
fitted round the fides. The fingle canoes are fteadied by an out
rigger, and the double ones are held together by femi-circular 
poles, firmly lafhed to each part of the canoe; over thefe, and 
parallel with the canoe, is a kin-d iOf platform, which ferves to 
carry hogs; vegetables, or any thing they want to convey from 
one place to another, and at the fame time is a convenient feat 
for the principal perfons of both fexes, whilft the Towt9ws, who 

, M m 2 paddle) 

'275 

1787. 
September. ' 
~.--=J 



A VOYAGE TO THE 

1787. pa4dle, always fit in the body of the canoe. Their paddles are 
S.~nb':; about four or five feet long, and greatly refemble a baker's pail. 

Thefe people are very dexterous in catching 6.fh, two inftances 
of which I had an opportunity of feeing. One day, when a number 
of Indians were along-fide the veIfel, one of our pe<?p~e, who was· 
fifhing with a fmall hook and line, had his bait taken bya large 
fifh; being unwilling to lofe his line (which being a Sandwich. 
Ifland one, was regarded as a curiofity) he veered it away, but was 
afraid to haul it again; on this an Indian requefted to have the , 
management of it, which being granted, he played the fifh with, 
eaCe, and in a fhort time got it faft! into his canoe. It proved to 
be a large cavallie, and weighed one hundred pounds. Another 
time, a large {hark laid hold of a fmall line, which was immediately 
given to an Indian who happened to be along-fide; he played the 
{hark for at leafi: two miles, without hurting the line, and he only 
got away at laft: by drawing the hook ihaight as wire. 

Another fpecies of ingenuity met with amongft thefe people is 
carving: they have a' number of wooden images reprefenting. 
human figures, which they efteem as their gods; but I greatly 
doubt whether religion is held in any great efiimation amongft 
them, for I could purchafe every god amongft the iflands for a few 
toes. Sometimes their ava difhes are fupported by three of thefe' 
little wooden images, and this I reckon a mafter-piece in their 
carving. The bowls and. dilhes are made of a kind of wood re
fembling ebony, and are finifhed with a proportion and POlial. 
equal, if not fuperior, to any thing made by our turner.s:. 

The inhabitants of thefe iflandsappear f~bjea to very few difcilfes;; 
and though theydoubtlers have been injure.d by their conneCtion witll 

I Euro-
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Europeans, yet fo fimple is their manner of living, that they pay lit- 1787. 

tle regard to this cl:cumil:ance, and feem to think it an affair of s~~ 
no confequence. 

I am inclined to think that moil: of their diforders proceed from' 
an immoderate ufe of ava; it weakens the eyes, covers the body 
with a kind. of leprofy, debilitates and emaciates the whole frame, 
makes the body paralytic, hafiens _old age,. and no doubt brings 
on death itfelf. 

The taboo 1 have before taken notice of: this is generaily laid 
on by the priefis, and fometimes by a perfon appointed particularly 
f.of. that purpofe, who is called 'IOJ1ata (or the taboo) man. When 
any particular fpot of ground is tabooed, the wands ufed in 
marking ,the bounds refemble our gun-rods, and are tipped with, 
a tuft of dog's hair~. 

The heevas; or fongs, cannot be defcribed by notes, as they' 
rather refemble a quick energetic mannner of fpeaking, than 
finging; and the performers feem to pay more attention to the. 
motions of the body than the modulations of the voice. The .. 
w.omen are the moil: frequent performers in this kind of merri
ment; they begin their performance flow and regular, but by. 
degrees it grows brifker and more animated, 'till it terminates in 
convulfiQl1s of laug~1ter. 

It. is very evident that thefe people have not' the leafF idea of 
I • 

melody, as the tones and modulation in all their fongs are in-
variably the fame; however, there feerns to be fome degree of 
invention (I had a]moil: [aid poetry) in the compofition of the 
words, which are often on temporary., fubjeas; and. the frequent 

peals· 
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1787·pe'il~ of laughter are no doubt excited by fome witty allufion or' 
~. other contained in them . 

. The warlike implements in o[e among there people are fpears; 
flings, and bows and arrows. 

The fpears are made of a kind of mahogany, about fix feet 
long; one end is barbed, the other tapered nearly to a point: they 
throw them at each other, and thofe that are expert oft-times 
wound their adverfary at a confiderable difiance. The flings t00 
are ufed with equal dexterity and effeCl:. The bows and arrows 

. are made of reeds, and fo flender, that I cannot think they ate of 
any great ufe, however, as I had no opportunity of feeing their 
engagements, I can fay little on that head; what information 
I got being collected from the imperfect accounts of the natives. 

They have drums. which are beat by way of addition to their 
heevas; thefe are about twelve or fixteen in<:hes high; fevered 
holes are cut in the fides, and a hog's ikin is firained over one 
end, but they produce but a very heavy dull found. 

The bodies of both fexes are tatooed -; but this ~om is more 
generally praCtifed by the men, whofe bodies are frequently punc
tured in a very curious manner. Whether or no this ferves as 
any diftinguiiliing mark, or is done merely for ornament, I never 
·could learn. The method of faluting here is by joining· nofes 
together, and is looked 011 as a certaia token and aff'urance of 
friendfhip. 

Both fexes are exceeding expert in fwimming; and what is very 
rem~rkable, are not the leafi intimidated at the fight of a fhark 

2 when 
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when in the water. I have frequently feen Indians jump out of 1787. 

their canoes ~nd fnatch hogs entt:ails, which have been thrown ~ •. ' 
everboard by our people, at the very moment when a ihark has 
been endeavouring, to feize them. 

That thefe people have fome idea of a Supreme Heilzg, or rather 
of a multiplicity of beings, fuperior to themfelves, there is not 
the leaft doubt. The bufinefs of their priell:s is chiefly to fuper
intend and regulate the worihip to their gods;, to direCt the cere-· 
monies at their funerals, and probably to repeat orations or prayers 
upon thefe occafions: but the very ihort time any of us were on 
fuere, gave ns no opportunities of feeing thefe ceremonies per
formed, and therefore I ihall not attempt to defcribe them; as 
any account I could give would be equally partial and uncertain. 

r have before mentioned the circmnfiance of· a human facrifi ce . 
being offered; and we are perfeB:ly afiured this horrid cull:om Hill 
exifts among thefe people, though their difpofitions are kind,. 
friendly, and humane, and they undoubtedly approach many dc-· 
grees nearer to civilization tha~ the poor wretches we met with" 
on the inhofpitable coall: of America. On this head I 1hall make 
no remarks, but leave thee to draw thy own conclufions ; and ihall. 
(by way of dofing my account) lay open a frill larger field for fpe-: . 
(ulative enquiry. 

Capt. Cook, in his laft voyage to the Pacific Ocean, has {hewn, . 
from that mofr indubitable of all proofs, affinity of language, that 
the Sandwich Hlanders are defcerided from the Malayans, and are 
the fame race of people as thofe who inhabit New Zeatmd, the 
New Hebrides, the Marquefas, &c. whicll extend from 20 

deg. North to 47 deg. South Latitu'de, and from 100 to 176deg. 
Well: Longitude. 

Ho\v 
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How many people are there in the learned world, who have em
ployed a confiderable portion of their time, and made ufe_of many 
ingenious arguments to point out in what manner the remote parts 
of the world have been peopled? The continent of America, for 
in fiance, has pu zz led moil of our learned hiftorians ever fince it was 
difcovered, to account for it's population; and yet, now the geo ... 
graphyof that part of the globe is-fo well known, how much ea
fier is that to be accounted for than the traer of Hlands fo ,amaz
ingly diftant from each other as thofe juil mentioned? 

I fhall conclude with a full conviCtion that "the ways of Pro
vidence are unfearchable and pail finding out." Thine ever, 

ATOUI, 1 
.september 18th. J 

L E 'T T E R 'xLII. 

W. B. 

I Before obferved that our very good friends at Atoui had fur
nifhed us with a moil plentiful fupply of hogs, taro, and fugar 

cane~ in the afternoon of the 18th of September. 

Having every thing ready for fea, we weighed anchor, and made 
fait By the time we had cleared Wymoa Bay, our friends wifhed 
to leave us, on which we hove to whilil they got into their canoes. 
They teok their leave with a univerfal proha, or a willi for a good 
voyage) and the moil unreferved marks of friendlhip and attachment •. 

- At 
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At fix o'clock King's Mount bore Noeth, 66 deg. Eait, dill:ant 1787. 

eight leagues; anq the South end of Oneehow, Weft. During s~~~; 
the night we ftecr·ed South by Eaft, with a frefh breeze at Eaft .. 
North Eaft. At fix in the morning of the 19th we changed ow· 
courfe to South South Weft. 

China was the place of our next deftination, and we were al
ready in the fame latitude; and confequently had only the longi
tude to run down; but our Captain judged it moft prudent to 
freer to the Southward, 'till we were in about 13 deg. 30 min. 
North latitude2 and then bear away to the Weftward; as that 
track was the moft lik~y for a true trade, and it had- been found 
in Captain Cook's laft voyage, that in the latitude 20 and 21 deg. 
to leeward of thefe ifiands, the winds are at beft but light, and 
often variable .. 

During the 19th and 20th we had a fine fteady Eafterly breeze. 
During the night we hauled our wind to South, and at day-light 
.again fteered South South Weft. 

The night of the 20th was fqually, with rain; and during the 
.2 1ft we had light breezes and cloudy weather: our latitude at 
noon was 18 deg. 23 min. North; and the longitude 161 deg. 
J 3 min. Weft. The variation of thecompafs is here 8 deg. 
Eafterly. 

From the 21ft to the 25th we had a frelh Eafterly breeze: our 
latitude-at noon on the 25th was 13 deg. 22 min. which being as 
far as we intended to fail to the Southward, our courfe was 
changed to Weft by South, the variation of the compafs being 
near 12 deg. Eafterly: 

Nn From 
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From this to the 8th of October we had little variety. The 
weather was intenfely hot, the thermometer being: from 88 to 91 
degrees. ,We had frequent heavy fqualls, particularly in the 
night-time, attended with lightning~ . Our latitude at noon on 
the 8th, was 13 deg. 24 min. North; and the longitude 187 deg. 
37 min. Weft. At nine o'clock in the evening we had a very 
hard fquaIl, attended with heavy rain, which obliged us to clue all -
up and run right before it; but towani's eleven o'clock the ,wea
ther moderated. As this part of the oceanfeemed particularly fub
jeCt to fqualls, efpecially in the night:-time; we every day at fun
fet had the precaution to reef our topfails and make every thing 
{nug, fo that we might be ready for thefe fudden gufts; and run no 
danger of carryin~ any thillg away; , 

In the night of the 12th, we had two very fevere fqualls, but 
fortunately they did us no damage. They were attended with 
much thunder, lightning, and violent rain. 

I cannot help thinking part of the celebrated fimile in the 
ingenious Mr. Addifon's " Campaign," particulal}Y applicable to 
circumftances of this fort. Such fudden and impetuous torrents 
of wind muft certainly baffle th~ utmoft efforts of human' ikill to 
guard agairtft their dire effects, were ,they riot guided by an Al
mighty power; and furely we may fay of the minifiering Angel" 
that 

" Calm and ferene he drives the furious Wall, 
And p!eas'd th' Almighty'!> orders to perform, 
Rides in the' whir! wind, and directs the florm." 

From the I 2th to the 20th, we had a fteady Eafterly breeze 
and cloudy weather: The nights. were frequently fqually,hut not 

fo 
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1787. fo violent as before •. :". Our latitude at noon on the 20th~ was 
41 deg. I min. North, and the longitude 210 deg. 24 min. Weft . 
The variation of the compafs about 7 deg. Eafterly. 

October. 

,J " 

At noon, Oll the 21ft, our latitude was 14 deg. I I min. and 
the longitude 2 I 2 deg. 16 min. W. e lay' to during the night, with. 
the.fhip's head to the Northward, as we expeCted to fall in with 
fome of the Ladrone Hlands; and it was neceiTary to take every 
precaution in our power to avoid danger. 

, 

At day-light in the morning of the 22d, we bore up and made 
fail, fteering WeLl: by North. We frill had a confrant fready 
Eafterly breeze, with ,Jine fettled weather. At half paLl: ten 
o'clock we faw land, bearing North 58 deg. Weft. During the 
forenoon we had great quantities of fmall bonetta about the 
{hip, and our Eeople caught feveral with hook and line. There 
were vaft numbers of ganetts flying near the land, and iude€d 
they were the only birds we faw.s' The[e birds feed on the fmall 
bonetta, as we frequently faw them dart into the water with aLl:o
.niihing rapidity, .and they generaIJy devoured their prey on the 
1furface before they took wing again. At 1100n we faw two 
iflands, one bearing North, 55 deg. 'Neft; the other North, 
80 deg. Weft, about four leagues difrant. Our latitude was 14 
deg. 46 min. North. 

. ~ 

On coming near t~e land, we faw three Wands which we took 
to be Tinian, Aguigan, and Saypan, according to the defcriptioll 
of them by Anfon. At four o'clock the Eaft end of Tinian bore 
North '30 deg. Eafr, diftant four leagues; the peak of Saypan, 
North North E~fi:; and the \Veft end of Aguigan, North \Veft _ 
by North, about four miles diftant. 

N n:2. At 
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1787. At the Weft end of Aguigan is a very fmall ifland, or rather 
S~P~ a large rock, not more than a cable's length from it. 

According to our obfervations, Tinian is fituated in IS deg-. 
North latitude; and 2I4 deg. 30 min. Weft longitude .. 

Thefe iflands are remarkably free from rocks or llioaIs, fo that 
veffels may fafely run by them in the night-time with moderate 
weather. Tinian is far the Iargeft, and trends nearly from, South,. 
Eaft to N orth-Weft. Saypan feems the next in point of e~tent,.. 
out lying the fartheft from our courfe, I can give thee-very. little: 
idea of it. Aguigan does not appear to be more tban· fix. miles 
long, and is very narrow. They are all tolerably. level except the: 
peak on Saypan before mentioned~ 

The author of AnfonTs Voyage round the Wqrld gives a moft 
enchanting defcription of Tinian, not only from its, beautifld' 
appearance, but from the plenty and' variety of refrefhments it 
affords. 'Tis pollible that this acc::ount may be exaggerated, as 
thofe navigators were in the greateft diftrefs for. want of refre!h .. 
roents, and falling in with an ifland where all their neceffities 
were plentifu~ly fupplied, the place would appear to· them little 
lefs thaa a- terreftrial paradife. However, be this as it may, we, 
thank God, had no occafion to touch here, having upwards of 
thirty live hogs on board, and all our people in high health anet 
fpirits, with every profpeCt of a fpeedy paffage to China. 

At fix in the afternoon, the center of Aguigan bore Nrutli,. 
83 deg. Eafr, about five leagues diftant; and the weather being 
fine, we !lood on during the night, fteering'Weft and by' North .. 

From 
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From this ·to the 31ft we had little variety. A confrant Eafterly N 1787. 
. • ' ovember. 

trade caufed a heavy fwell to fet In from Eaft North:Eafr, and we '--v--J 

had.frequent fquaIls with heavy rain. On the 31ft at noon, our 
18;titude was 19 deg. 52 min. and the longitude, by lunar ob
fervation, 232 deg. The variation of the compafs IS here little 
or nothing. 

On the 1ft of November we had a moderate breeze and fine 
weather. Our latitude at noon was 20 deg. 18 min. and the 

·longitude 233 deg. 12 min. Weft. The variation of the compafs 
about I deg. Wejlerly. ' 

The weather growing fqually towards the evening, we double
reefed the topfails, and reefed the mainfail: a very heavy fwell 
fet in from the Northward, and we had much lightning all round 
the compafs. In the night, the wind increafed to a thong gale, 
which continued with very little intermiffion during the whole of 
the 2d. Our obfervation at noon gave 2 I deg. 2 min. latitude. 
Being now,pretty near the latitude of the Bafuee Iflands, at eight 
(!)'cIock we hauled our wind to the Eafrward, not thinking it pru
dent to run in the night. At midnight we wore to the North 
North Weft, and at day-light in the morning of the 3d, the weather 
being pretty moderate, we made fail and bore up to theWefl:wa rd. 
The latitude at noon was 21 deg. 5 min. North; and the longitude 
237 deg. 24 min. Weft. During the afternoon we had a {hong 
Eafterly breeze. Some of our people imagined they faw land to
wards North WeJl, but, this was very doubtful. At nine in the 
evening we fhortened (ail and hauled our wind to ·the Northward, 
wearing occafionally during the night. At day-light in the morn
ing of the 4th, we made fail and bore. up to the Weftward. The 

. forenoon 
I 
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1787. forenoon was moderate, the' weather thick and. hazy~ with a very 
N~. heavy fwell from the North North Eaft. 

At two o'clock we faw afmall iiland bearing North 40 <leg. Weft" 
about five leagues difrant; and prefently afterwards higher land ap
peared behind it, which we foon found to be an iiland, but con
fiderably larger than the firft', As we had no obfervation at noon~ 
to determine the latitude,. we had various conjectures at firft 
what land this could be, fome thinking the large illand to be the 
South point of FormoJa, and the fmaller one Villa-Rete, but we 
(oon found thefe iilands to be Botel 'Tobago Xima •. 

At fix o'clock the land bore North 24 deg. \Veft, 12 miles difiant" 
the weather frill thick and hazy. Towards nine o'clock we hauloo 
by the wind to the Southward, making occafional boards during 
the night, as we judged Villa-Rete to be to the Weftward, and 
confequently it was 110t prudent to frand 011. 

In the forenoon of the 5th, we had frequent fqualls with rain,. 
a heavy fwell fetting in from the Northward. Our latitude at 
noon was 21 deg. 35 min. North; and the longitude 239 deg. 37 
min. Weft. The wind blowing a frefu gale towards evening) we 
dofe-reefed the topfails, and apprehending ourfelves clear of any 
danger, we ftood on during the nig~t, freering Weft North Weft~ 
with' a frefu breeze at North North Eafr. 

At day-light in the morning of the 6th, we made fail, the 
weather being pretty moderate, the wind frill hauling to the 
Northward. Our latitude 6t noon was 2 I deg. 37 min. and the 
longitude 2.p deg. 55 min. Weft. During the afternoon we 
had a frrong breeze and cloudy weather, a heavy fwell frill [etting 

2 from 
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from the Northward. The nights being dark, and generally 1787. 

fqually, in the evening we clo~e-reefed the topfails and reefed the ~o~m~er: 
mainfaiI~ ~ -"" 

. At eight o'clock in the morning of the 7th, we faw land, bear
ing North Weft, four or five leagues diftant. On founding, we 
firuck the bottom with a line of twenty-five fathom, grey fand. 
In the forenoon we paffed, fix Chinefe fiihing-boats. Our latitude 
at noon was 22 deg. 22 min. North. In the afternoon we faw a 
great number of fiihing-boats, and at five o'clock faw Pedro" 
Blanco, a large rock, which has the appearance of a hay-ftack, 
bearing Weft, about ten miles diftant. In the evening we ihort
ened fail, and hauled by the wind to the Southward, making oc- " 
cafional boards during the night. 

At fix o'clock in the mQrning of the 8th, we made fail. The 
land in fight proved to be the Lema !Jlands, the extremes of which 
bore from North Eaft to Weft North Weft, about five leagues dif
tanto On founding, we had a fandy bottom with twenty-four fa
thom line. Though there was a great number of Chinefe boats at 
a fmall diftance from us, yet no pilot coming on board, at eleven 
o'clock we made a fignal for one, and prefently afterwards an old· 
Chinaman came on board as a pilot, bringing certificates from a 
number of Captains" whom he had taken to Macao. He gave us to 
underftat;ld that he could take the veffe! no farthe~' than Macao, 
and demanded fifty dollars to carry us there, but at length agreed 
for thirty clollars. Our latitude at noon was 22 deg. 7 min. North. 
By this time we were near the entrance of the Lema Wands, 
which (Jre very numerous, and have a moft uncomfortable, bar
ren, and dreary app<:arance. 

During 
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During the afternoon feveral pilots came on board. One of 
them who could fpeak Englifh informed us, that we muft come 
'to anchor at Macao, and get a cboppe or permit from the Cuftom
houfe there, before we could proceed to Canton. Our breeze 
grew:1ight and variable, yet we kept ftanding on, and near mid
night ,came to anchor in Macao Roads, in fix fathom water, 
over 3. foft muddy bottom. Our foundings amongft the Lema 
Hlands were, from fifteen to five fathom, over a foft botto~. 

In my next I hope to give thee an account of our arrival at 
Canton, and our proceedings th€re. Adieu. 

Thine ever, 

w. B. 
MACAO, } 

November 9th. 

LET T E R XLIII. 

T HE fituation of our anchoring birth in Macao Road, was 
22 deg. 9 min. North latitude, Macao bearing Weft one

half South, about eight miles diftant, the grand Ladrone South 
by Eaft, and the peak of Lintin nearly Eaft. 

At day-light in the m'Orning of the 9th, we faw a large £hip at 
anchor, about th,ree miles off our lee-quarter. On hoifting our 
~olours.) fue fhewe4 Englifh ones in return, fo that we took her 

for 
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for· an Eaft Inaiaman juft arrived. At eight o'clock our Captain 1787. 
. h h b M . - November. went In t e w ale- oat to a€ao, In order to procure a choppe ,--,<--.J 

for our paffage to Canton, and to learn the bell: method of expe-
diting our bufinefs. Towards afternoon the wind blew very 
frefu from North North Eall: and North Eaft, and in the evening 
increafed to a gale, on which we let go the beft bower. 

During the night, and former part of the loth, the wind con
tinued to blow very frefu from the fame quarter, which caufed 
the veffel to pitch very much, but growing moderate towards the 
afternoon, we took up, the beft bower. 

At ten o'clock in the evening a Chinefe boat came along-fide, 
bringing a Mr. Folger on board; he was Chief Mate of the veffel 
we had feen in the Roads, and which proved to be the Imperial 
Eagle, Captain Berkley, who, thou mayeft remember, was feen by 
Captain Colinett in King George's Sound. In confequence of a 
quarrel with Captain Berkley, he had left him and been at Macao, 
where, meeting with Captain Dixon, he had procured a paffage 
with us to Canton. 

We learnt from Mr. Folger, that the Imperial Eagle left Oftend 
the 23d of November, 1786) and that King George's Sound was 
the fartheft they had been to the N orth.ward on the coaft. They 
procured a good many valuable fkins a degree or two to the South
ward of King George's Sound; and their cargo confifted of 
nearly feven hundred prime {kins, and many of inferior value. In 
the courfe of their trade they met with a moil: melancholyacci
dent. Captain Berkley frequently fent his long boat with his Se
cond Mate, Mr. Mackie, and ten or twelve of his people, to trade 
with the Indians in places on the coaft where the fuip had not 

o 0 accefs.. 
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accefs. In one of thefe excurfions, Mr. Miller, Second Mate, Mr ... 
Beale, Purfer, and two of the people, left the boat, and went in 
an Indian canoe to trade with the inhabitants on {hore, taking. 
with them a {heet of copper for that pUl-pofe, but were never feen 
afterwards. Some of the Imperial Eagle's people . landed at the 
place next day, and found fome pieces of their doaths and lben 
mangled and bloody, but no part of their bodies, fo that they 
doubtlefs had been murdered, and their bodies either eat or burnt •. 

This fad cataftrophe fufficiently evinces the cruelty of thefe 
people, and at the fame time may teach all future navigators ne
ver to put too much confidence in thefe Savages, however friendly. 
they may feem to be. 

About n00n on the 11th our Captain returned from Macao;. 
bringing a pils.Kwith nlm to take the veffe1 to Canton, on which.· 
we immediately difcharged our former pilot. We had been under. 
fome degree of anxiety on account of Captain Dixon's· long ab
fence; but it (eems the Chinefe are not very expeditious intranf
aCting their bUfinefs, and there is no remedy for thefe delays but 
patience. There came with the Captain from Macao, Mr. Rofs, 
Firfr Mate of the Nootka, (which veffel arrived here fome time be
fore us) a Mr. Moore, the Purfer, and 'Ijana, a Sandwich Hland. 
Chief whom Captain Mearis had brought from Atoui, as paf
fengers to Canton. 

It feems the Nootka received confiderable damage on firff 
coming into Macao Roads in a gale of wind, in confequence of 
which their furs had been fent to Canton in another veffel. 

The 
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- The tide being in our favour, we weighed anchor at one 1787. 

o'clock, and made fail, with light variable winds and nne weather. N~ 
From Macao Roads to Warn po, the place of our deftination, the 
courfe is nearly North North Weft, and the diftance about twenty-
three leagues. 

N ear the midway is a narrow paffage called the Bocca Tigris, 
defended by a paltry fort on each fide the river. 

From the 11th to the 14th we were employed in working up 
to this paffage, the wind being conftantIyagainft us, fo that we 
were obliged to anchor every tide. 

At four in the afternoon of the 14th, we paffed the Bocca Ty
gris, and foon after, the tide being done, carne to anchor in five 
fathom and a half water. The foundings up the river from Ma
cao are from eight to four fathom, over a foft bottom. 

A Mandarine boat now came along-fide us, with a perfon fent 
by Government to attend our veffel, much of the fame nature as 
the Cuftom-houfe Officers in England, as we were informed his 
bufinefs was to prevent any Illicit trade from being carried on. 

At one o'clock in the morning of the 15th, we weighed and 
·made fail. Having light variable airs, our boats were hoifted out 
and fent a-head to tow the veffel. We kept working up the ri
ver in this manner during the whole of the 15th, and at fix 
o'clock in the morning of the 16th, came to anchor at the bottom 
of Warn po Roads, in four fath~m and a half water. Soon after
wards our paffengers left us; and towards noon, • after giving or
ders for the veffe1 to proceed to the upper end of the fleet, 

o 0 2 Captain 
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1787. Captain Dixon went in a Chinefe paifage-boat to Canton, in 
November, hEft I d' C ' S th ~~ order to learn from tea n 1a ompany:.s. upercargoes e-

beft method of facilitating our bufinefs. 

At eleven o'clo.ck we weighed and began to warp through 
the fleet up the river. At three in the afternoon we anchored 
with the fmall bower, in four fathom and a half water, over 
a muddy bottom, mooring with the ftream anchor; the vil
lage of Wampo bore Weft North Weft. Canton is about four
teen miles higher up the river, but the fhips of the. different. 
countries who trade to China are not admitted farther than 
Wampo. Indeed I believe the river is not navigable for large· 
veffels fo far as Canton .. 

As it was Captain Dixon's willi to procure frelli provifions for 
the fhip's company as foon as pollible, no time was 10ft in mak
ing every neceifary enquiry for that purpofe, and we foon learnt,. 
that in fpite of our utmoft <;are it would be impollible to avoid 
a number of impofitions: that evety veifel was fuppliedwith· 
whatever provifions they wa~ted by an officer, called a Coniprador,. 
who always demanded a cumjhau, or gratuity of three hundred 
dollars, exclufive of the profit which would accrue to him from.. 
ferving us with provifions .. 

A demand of this nature appeared fo very exorbitant, that we
determined, if pollible, to avoid it; and a Captain Taiker, from 
Bombay, whofe veifel lay near ours, kindly offered to furnifu us 
with beef for the prefent. ~ This, however, could not be done 
without caution; for we had a Hoppo or Cuftom-houfe boat on 
e.ach fide the vtifel, with officers on. board, who made it a point 

to. 
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to prevent any beef coming on board unlefs furnifhed by a Com- 17S7-
l'rador. ~~ 

- During this time our people were employed in unbending the 
fails, unreeving the running rigging, and doing whatever jobbs 
were immediately neceffary. 

In the fore1!oon of the I 7th the Captain returned from Canton. 
He was informed by the Company's Supercargoes that no fieps 

,could be taken refpecting the difpofal of our furs, till the Super
intendant of the Chinefe Cufioms had been on board to meafure 
our veffe1; and as the King George was expected foon, he would 
not come till after her arrival. 

The Hoppo, as he is generally called, is a perfon of very great 
authority, and next in rank to the Viceroy of Canton. Having 
procured fome beef from Captain Ta1k.er, the fhip's Company 
were allowed two pounds per man, each day, with a proportionate 
quantity of greens, the man in the hoppo boat undertaking to 
fupply us with every thing of the vegetable kind we might want. 

An the fpirits on board being expended, on the I9th we pur
chafed a leger of arrack from a Dutchman, for forty-five dolIars~ 
In the afternoon we took up the fiream anchor, and moored with 
both bowers,_ a mooring junk being bent to the fmall bower. The 
Hoppa officer having found out by fome means or other, that we 
were fupplied with beef by Captain Taiker, put a fiop to it; and 
we again bid fair to live on faIt provifions, or pay a Comprador's 
extravagant cumjhau. In this dilemna, Mr. Moore, Firfi Mate of 
the Royal Admiral, Captain Huddart, happening to call on board, 
and ht.:aring our fituation, kindly wldertook to furnifh us with 

1 beef 
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J 7'67. beef, on condition that we fent our boat for it every morning,' 
November. and always took care not to 1et the beef be feen. We willingly 
~accepted his offer, and our boat was fent to the Royal Admiral 

xegularly every morning, and had generally the .g00d fortune to 
get the beef on board unperceived. 

On the 23d our Captain went to Canton~ and returned the fame 
evening, having heard that the King George ,":as arrived at 
Macao, which was a mofi: agreeable piece of intelligence. 

At noon on the 24th Captain Dixon went in the whale-boat, 
with feven hands, to meet the King George, in order to affifi: in 
towing her up the river, ihould they not have a favourable 
breeze. 

On ovlr-hauling our ftock of provifions it appeared that we 
had fome to difpofe of; and this afternoon we fold three tierces of 
beef to a Leghorneze vell"el which lay in the river, at twenty-four 
dollars per tierce. 

About noon on the 25th, our confort, the King George, arrived 
in the river, and anchored near us; bringing all her people in 
good health and fpirits, to our very great fatisfaClion. 

Captain Portlock's fuccefs on the coaft, after we left him, had 
been nothing equal to our's; indeed it was not to be expeCted that 
he could procure many furs in Prince William's Sound, though 
no effort was left untried for that purpofe; the boats being COll-

, ftantly out in the adjacent creeks and inlets, at a difiance from 
the ihip. 

The 



NOR TH-WEST COAST O.F AM ERICA. 

The long-boat had been pretty fuccefsful in Cook's River, and 
had made two trips; being obliged to corr:.e back the.firft time for 
a frelli affortment of trade. 

After leaving Prince William's Sound, Captain Portlock hact' 
fallen in with a harbour betwixt Crofs Sound and the Bay of 
lfiands. The paffage into it is rather dangerous, and it affords.. 
no great quantity of furs; fo that it vvill be no object for future 
traders. His long-boat had found a paffage from thence into 
Norfolk Sound; at which place the inhabitants ihewed his people. 
tin kettles, pewter bafons, &c. which they immediately knew had .. 
been bartered by us. 

. ... 
From this place Captain Portlock freered direCtly for Sandwich:. 

Iflands, where he arrived about a week after we left .them; fo that: 
our meeting the Prince of Wales off King George's Sound, was 
particul~rly fortunate, as our waiting for Captain Portlock there. 
would have been fo much time entirely loft .. But to return.---. 

In the morning of the 26th both our Captains went to Canton, 
and returned in the afternoon of the 27th. Mr. Browne (Prefi-. 
dent of the Supercargoes) affured them that the Superintendant' 
of the Cufroms (or John Tuck,. as .the Chinefe commonly call 
him) would come to m'eafure both veffels very ihortly, and that 
immediately afterwards, our bufinefs ihould be expedited without; 
delay. During this time our people~were employed in overhauling. 
the rigging, and doing every other neceIfary work that was re--

qui red. 
~ .. ' \ 

On the 29th, at three o'clock in the afternoon, Mi'. William 
Macleod) Firft Mate of the King George, departed this life. His·j 

2. death i 
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1787. death was not occafioned by any diforder caught during the prefent 
November. voyage. but from an old complaint in the urethra, which fre
~quent1y occafioned a fuppreffion of urine, and other alarming 

fymptoms, during the latter part of the voyage. At the time of 
his' being taken ill (which was on the 28th) he was on a vifit on· 
board the Locko Indiaman; and his drinking fome fiale porter 
after dinner brought on fo violent a relapfe of his diforder, as was 
fuppofed to be the immediate caufe of his death. He died uni
verfally lamented by his friends and acquaintance, and was interred, 
in the forenoon of the 30th, on "Frenchman's HI~nd. 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the 2d of December we were 
honoured with the prefence of John Tuck on board. He was at
tended by a numerous retinue, who paid him a princely refpect, 
faluting him at his coming upon deck with a bent knee. 

This vifit feems to be a mere matter of form, as they only 
meafure from the foremafi to the taffrel, and then athwart near 
the gangway, which certainly can give them but a· very imperfect 
idea of a veffd's burthen : however they demand (I am informe4) 
no lefs than a thoufand pounds fierling, as a port charge, for this 
piece of mummery. His Excellency made us a prefent of two 
poor buffaloes, eight jars of famfhu, (a fpirit fo bad that we 
threw it overboard) and eight bags of ground rice, about forty 
pounds each. 

This neceffary piece of bufinefs being over, proper meafures 
were taken to get our furs to Canton. We learnt, on enquiry, 
that a choppe, or Cufiom-houfe boat mufi be procured at Canton 
for the cargo of each veffel, the expehce of which would be fif
teen dollars each: however, as the King George's cargo was con-

fiderably 
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fiderably lefs than our's, we judged that by taking their furs 1787r 

on board our veffel, the expenee of a boat might be faved: _ac- December. 

cordingly, this afternoon we received from the King George feven ~ 
puncheons and two flop-chefts of furs. 

On the 4th Captain Dixon went to Canton, to get every thing 
in readinefs at our faCtory for ftowing the furs, and to fend a 
boat to carry them up. In the morning of the 5th a choppe boat 
came along-fide for our cargo; Captain Portlock likewife fent a 
fmall cheft, and a bundle of furs on board. 

We fent to Canton twenty-three puncheons, two chefts, and 
two caiks, containing the whole of our furs; and feven puncheons. 
three chefts, and one bundle, belonging to the King George; the 
particular contents of all which, I {hall, perhaps, have occafion 
to mention hereafter. 

From our firft arrival 'till now, the people had been employed 
in overhauling the rigging and repairing whatever was defeCtive i 
our main yard had been condemned, and another fllbftituted in its 
room, with fundry other neceffary jobs. On the 6th we began 
to clear the hold, and fent our empty caiks on {hore to be re
paired: the fail-makers were employed in making fundry new 
fails, and repairing the old ones. Thefe different employments 
engroffed the greateft part of this month; and indeed we were in 
no particular hurry, as none of our furs were yet difpofed of, 
and till then we could not take in any cargo for the Eaft-India 
Company. 

On the 26th the Carp~nters began to caulk between decks. 
Captain Portlock purchafed a number of rattans, for the purpofe 

Pp of 
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1787. of dunnaging the hold; and this aft~rnoon we received 897 bun-
~. dIes from the Rofe, and on the 27th, 563 bundles ~ore. 

Weare in daily expeCtation of hearing good news from Can
ton, fo that our preparations 011 board for a cargo of tea. go on 
brifkly. Adieu. 

WAMPO, 1 
December 28th. S 

Thine) ever, 
W.B., 

LET T E R XLIV., 

As we were now anxious to have the verret'ready for a cargo'" . 
and the weather was rather precarious, we engaged twO' 

Caulkers from the Houghton Indiaman, on the 2~th of Decem
ber, to affiil: our Carpenters, it being abfolutely neceffary to have 
the fhip tight, before we could pretend to take any teas on 
board. 

On the 29th an American vell"el called the Alliance, Captain 
Read, anchored in the river. This verrel is frigate built, and had 
been employed againil: us with fome degree of fuccefs during our 
late unhappy conteil: with the Americans; but now it [eems their 

2. /pears 
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Jirors' are turned to pruning-hooks, and their frigates 1'0- merchant-

For fame days paft our luppfy of beef from the Rayal Admiral 
had been by no means regular, and we had been obliged to ufe 
fait provifions more than once; this occafioned us to apply to 
Captain Portlock, (who had engaged a Comprador on his firft 
arrival in the river) and on the 3 I ft we began to receive our beef 
from the King George. 

By this time our after-hold was clear, and the ca!ks on the 
ground tier ready for water; on this the long-boat was fent to, 
Canton, that being the neareft place where water can be procured 
fit for ufe. 

WhiHl: every thing on board our veifeI was getting forward 
with the utmoft difpatch, in order to be ready for a cargo when
ever the Council of Supercargoes fhould think proper to fend one, 
our bufinefs at Canton was totally at a frand, none of our fUf:i 
being as yet difpofed of. 

In order to form fome idea of the probable reafons for this de
lay, it perhaps may be noceifary to fay a few words refpeCl:ing the 
confignment of our ikins, the methods taken by the perfons they 
were configned to for the difpo[al of them, and the various impe
diments raifed by the Chinefe to prevent their being fold to ad
vantage. 

At the time our voyage was firft fet on foot, China was the 
market fixed on for the difpofal of whatever furs We might pro

cure; and at the [arne time it was judged of no fmall confeqllcnce 
to 
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to procure a freight from thence. An agreement with the Eaft. 
India Company was accordingly made; our furs were to be fold 
to their Supercargoes at a fair price, or left in their hands for 
them to difpofe of at a future opportunity, and they were to have 
a certain per centage on whatever fum of ~oney they might fetch. 

No fooner were the !kins landed at our factory, than a particu .. 
lar account of them was taken by a fet of Merchants belonging to 
the Cuftoms, and who (I underftand) give fecurity to the Empe
ror for the duty being paid: another account was taken by people 
employed by Mr. Browne for that purpofe. 

Our !kins being properly afforted, the quantity fixed on to be 
difpofed of by Mr. Browne was 2,552 fea-otter ikins, 434 cull', 
and 34 fox !kins. 

The remainder of our cargo, which confifted of' I }o8o beaver 
tails, fundry indifferent pieces of beaver !kins and cloaks, lIO' 

fur feals, about ISO land beaver, fixty fine cloaks of the earlefs 
marmot; together with fundry racoon, fox, lynx, &c. were left 
to be difpofed of by our Captains in the beft manner they were
able; probably for no other reafon than to furnifh them with
money for their current expences, and no doubt expeCting what. 
they had left would be barely fufficient for that purpofe .. 

In regard to the fale of our furs, I fhould firft obferve,' that' 
there is at Canton a Company of wealthy Merchants, called the' 
Hong-Merchants, with whom our Eaft India Company tranfaB: 
all their bufinefs, and purchafe from them the whole of the tea 
and China-ware fent to Great Britain. To thefe people our furs. 
were offered, with an expeCtation of their immediately taking them 

L off. 
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off ourhands,at an advantageous price; but here we were woefully 1787. 

difappoinfed, and we found, to our eoft, the fad miftake of our D~~~ 
Owners, in appointing the Supercargoes to have the fole difpofal of 
their property, for the moment thefe Hong-Merchants had looked 
the fkins over, and fixed a value on them, no other Merchant durft 
interfere in the purchafe: indeed as the quantity above-mentioned 
was not fuffered to be divided, there were not many people except 
thefe Hong-Merchants who had it in their p~wer to buy fo large a 
parcel, and advance the money immediately: add to this, the duty 
on merchandize in the Port of Canton feems not to be regulated 
by any fixed rule, but refts in a great meafure in the breafts of" 
thofe appointed by the Hoppo to lay it on, and who fix it higher 
or lower at pleafure. With thefe people the Hong-Merchants 
have great influence; fo that had any indifferent perfon been at 
liberty to purchafe oUf,Jkins, and difpofed to give us an advan-
mgeous price for them, the fear of having an enormous duty to 
pay, would at once deter him from any attempt of the kind; this 
we found ftriCl:ly verified more than once. 

In this poorfituatiqn were we with refpeCt to the fale of oW" 
~argo, during the r.lOnth of December, and the greateft part of 
January:. either we mull: clofe with the paltry offers which the 
Hong:-Merchants had made to the Supercargoes, or be under the 
neceffity of leaving our furs in) their hands undifpofed of; this 
both parties knew we wifhed to avoid, if poffiple. Mean while, 
forue of the refufe which they had left for, us to difpofe of, fold to 
confiderable advantage; the 1,080 tails fold for two dollars each ,. 
the fur feals for five dollars each, and a fmall parcel of rubbifu. for 
fifty-five dollars •. 

On. 
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~Ort.the 7th of January, I788, we fent to Canton 130. pekd of 
:flints, a parcel of fulankets, and feveral grofs of buckles.;. a Hoppo. 
boat was alfo loade~ with flints hom the King George~ The blan ... 
kets and buckles were brought out to trade with the Americans ; . 
. and ·we were given to underftand they were a very faleable article
.amongft the Chinefe. 

By the 14th, our quarter-de~k being completely caulked, we paid 
it over with a compofition of damar and oil; the main and fore-· 
mafts were alfo paid with the fame compofition. 

On the 20th, two Eaft India Captains came to furvey our veffel» 
by the direction of the Supercargoes, previous to their fending 
any teas on board; they found i"everal defects in our lower deck~ 
and gave direCtions for having it properly fecured; at the fame 
time they fent us a carpenter and a caulker, to affift our people in 
expediting this bufinefs. 

In the afternoon a boat came along-fide, with 100 chefts bohea 
tea. At eleven o'clock in the evening we parted our mooringjunk> 
on which we got out the large kedge and {heam cable to fteady 
the !hip. . 

The Surveyors having ordered our lower deck to be floated, on 
the 23d the Carpenters got the dams ready for that purpofe; and 
at eleven o'dock, the Surveyors again coming on board, found the 
veife! completely fit for a cargo. 

On the 25th we had the good fortune to recover our fmall bower. 
together with nine fathom of the junk. 

On 
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On the 26th, our principal furs, viz. the 2,552 otter; 434 cub, 
and 34- fox, were fold and delivered to the E,!ft India Company's 
Supercargoes, for 50,000 dollars. 

It fhould feem, that our Captains had Oldy a mere negative in 
this bufinefs; but finding it impoffible to obtain a better pr~ce, and 
it being high time to think of failing, they were glad to clofe with 
this after: though very far fhort of what we at one time haa reafon 
to expeCt: indeed there now were other reafons, and thofe very 
weighty ones, befides what I have already mentioned, for 'Conclud
ing this bufinefs. The furs brought by the Nootka had recently 
been fold for 9,750 dollars :---700 fine fea-otter !kins, (the cargo .of 
the Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley) were in the hands of Mr. 
Beale, a principal Owner, and refident at Canton :--- I ,000 otter
:fkins were fent by the Spanifh Miffionaries from California, and 
that part of the coaft towards King George's Sound, to 1\1ani1l3J _. 

and from thence were lately arrived at Canton :---two French vc[
fels which had been uppn the American coailon difcovery, and. 
lately arrived at Macao, had picked up 200 fine fea otter-ikins ; 
add to this, a great~ number ot bJack raLbit-fkins and fur-fcals, 
which are held in tolerableeilimation here, had lately been brought· 
from England; all thefe being ;n the m:lrk~t at once, quite glut
ted it, and h2.o fuch an efieCt on the Ci1:nefe, tha.t they fcarcely 
thought furs worth taking away. Thefe circumfl:ances being duly 
confidered, it certainly was the moil: prudent fiep our Captains 
could pollibly take to clofe with the '-upercargoc3, as (excl'.Jive 
of other confiderations) by this means we were enabled to remit 
bills of exchange to our Owners, and our departure was greatly 

facilitated. 

On 
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1788. On"the 30th, we 'received on board the remaining part of our 
January. f 
~cargo 0 teas. 

I have before obferved, that there were fundry parcels of inferior 
'furs, together with the marmot cloaks, which we were permitt~d 
to fell.; a few of thefe had been difpofed of, but the greateft part 
frill lay on our hands, and they 'being the only thing which now 
detained us at China, 'We at laft fold the whole, together with the 
flints, buckles, and blankets, to Chichinqua, for 1,000 dollars; 
the old man at the fame time obferving, that he had no other 
motive for making this purchafe, than a willi to haften our depar
ture, it being a pity, he faid, that two fuch fmall veG"els as our's 
fhouldbe detained at a heavy expenee for fuch a trifle. I am in
,dined to think, that old Chich in qua was fincere in this affertion~ 
for when the furs were delivered to his people, they feemed to re
gard them as mere rubbifh, though a month before, they would 
certainly have fetched at Ie aft four times the money; but at that 
time we were not at liberty to fell any thing whatever. 

By this time our cargo was properly frowed, our water com
pleated, and every thing ready for fea. At ten o'clock in the 
morning of the 5th of February we unmoored, and at twelve 
weighed anchor and made fail, having a breeze at North North 
Weft. At three in the afternoon we came to with the fmall 
bower, at the bottom of the fleet, in fix fathom water:. In the 
evening our Captains arrived from Canton, having difcharged the 
factory, and finally fettled all our bufinefs there. 

In the morning of the 6th the King George unmoored, but 
having little or no wind, llie warped down the fleet, a~d came up 
with us about four o'clock. Having the wind generally contrary, 

we 
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we came to every tide, and did not arrive in fight of Macao till the 
morning of the 9th, when we anchored in Macao Roads; Macao 
bearing Weft South Weft, and the Peak of Lintin Eaft about four 
leagues diftant. 

Our grand objeCt being now compleated, thou mayeft eafily 
imagtine we are anxious for a fpeedy and fafe paffage to Old Eng
land, but no one more than thine, &c. 

W. B. 
MACAO, } 
Feb. loth. 

=============--

LET T E R XLV. 

C HI N A is a place fo much frequented by Engliilimen, on 
account of the very extenfive commerce carried on there by -

the Eaft India Company, and on that account fo univerfally 
known, that it will perhaps be ridiculous for me to make any re
marks concerning it; however, as thou art fond of novelty, and 
perhaps art no farther acquainted with China than by perufing 
Du Halde, I {hall trouble thee with what few obfervations I have 
been able to-make concerning this place and its inhabitants. 

\Vere we to form our opinion of this country, from the impref
:lions its firft appearance makes, it would be ofthe moft unfavour
able kind, as fcarcely any -thing in nature can have a more barren, 
.dreary, and uncomfortable afpeCt, than the Lema Hlands, or 111-

~ deed 
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deed the face of the country, after we arrive in Macao Roads; but 
by the time we reach the Bocca Tigri-s, the profpeCl: brightens:. 
from thence to Canton the river affumes a ferpentine form, and 
every turn prefents to your view a different branch of the river, 
many of which are natural, and others the effeCts of labour and 
art. Numerous villages are ken in thefedifferent viilos, and.they 
abound with a pleafing variety of beautifullandfcapes, agreeably 
diverfified with plains, and gentry rifing grounds: the fummits- of 
the hills are adorned with lofty Pagodas; the rifing grounds are 
ornamented wit)1 trees of various forts, whofe verdure is in con
fiant filcceffion, and refembles an everlafiing fpring, whilfi the 
plains afford large quantities of fug:tr-cane and rice. 

Yet with all thefe combined advanta.ges of nature and art, thefe:
profpeCl:s, fo truly pleafing at a diftance, lofe much of their effea on 
a nearer approach. The foil is gener:all y of a loofe fandy nature, and 
the furface of the earth is far from poffeffing that beautiful ver
dure for which the Britifh plains are fo remarkable, and feems but 
ill adapted either for paftmage, or the cultivation of grain in gene
ral. The villages, though numerous, and extremely populous,.. are: 
with fome few exceptions, oppreiled with poverty and wqnt; and I 
believe the quantity of rice produced here, is quite infufficient for 
the confumption of the inhabitants, great quantities being yearly· 
imported from Manil1a, and the Eaft Indies. 

The climate at Wampo is extremely unhealthful~ and fuch 
great and fudden variations are there in the temperature of the 
air, that I have frequently known the thermometer to change from 
41 deg. to 86 deg. in twenty-four hours. The country to the 
North Eaft is low and marfhy, and the heavy damp fogs exhaled 
from thence, frequently bring on agues, intermitting fevers, and 

~ fluxesi 
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~'fl.uxes; though probably this lail diforder is accelerated by the 1788. 
February. 

-quantity of arrack which the failors frequently drink to excefs. ~ 

Wampo, as I have already obferved, is the rendezvous for {hips 
'of all nations, trading to China. Here you fee Engli{h, French, 
Dutch, Danes, Swedes, Italians, and Pruffians: the Americans, 
too, have, it feems, overcome their diftafre againfr tea, and have 
opened a t;rade for that commodity with the Chinefe. Till thefe 
few years the Germans had a factory at Canton, but at prefent the 
Imperial Company is infolvent, and they dare not fend any veffels 
to China, for fear of having them feized in part of payment for the 
debt already incurred. 

I greatly quefrion, whether the trade carried on by our Eafr India 
Company to China, is not of more confequence, than that of all 
other nations put together, if indeed we except that carried on by 
the Chinefe Merchants to Manilla and Batavia, which is very exten
·five. 

The Captains of {hips, during their fray here, hire temporary 
warehoufes of the Chinefe, fituated near the river fide, for the 
.purpofe of -landing their ftores or cargo, whilfr their veffels are re
pairing, or carrying on any employment that can be done more 
"conveniently here than on board: in this refpect, the French have 
greatly the advantage over us, for their wareholifes are fittuted on 
·a dry comfortable ifland, where they have not only every conveni.a. 
ence for carrying on their refpective employments, but have like-
wife a' comfortable hofpital for the reception of their fick; vv'hereas 
the Engli{h warelwufef, being chtefly on the lo\v marfhy ground 
before-mentioned, are m forne meafure precluded from thefe ad-

, 
'vantages. 

Canton 
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Canton is fituated on the Tigris, about four leagues ffOm 
Wampo. Here the different nations who trade with· the Chinefe 
have faCtories for the refidence of thei~ Confuls or Supercargoes. 
Thefe form a tolerably handfomt: range of buildings, fituated on a 
kind of quay, ilear the river-fide, about a· quarter of a mile in 

. length; but that belonging to the Englifh is incomparably the 
mofr elegant and commodious. None of thefe FaCtors are al
lowed to fray at Canton after the lhips leave the country, but 
always go in the laft veiTel to Macao, where they refide. till the . 
.fhipping returns next feafon. 

Adjoining to thefe public factories are a number of private. 
ones, which are occupied by the Captains of different veiTels, who 
hire them during their fray here from the Hong-Merchants, as' 
they generally refide at Canton for the greater conveniency o£ 
tranfaCting their bufinefs with the Supercargpes, or any private 
concerns of their own. 

Behind thefe factories, are the city and fuburbs of Canfon. Of 
the city I can form but very little idea, as no frrang~r is admitted 
within its gates.. The ftreets. of the fuburbs in general are ey:
ceedingly narrow and inconvenient, but are tolerably clean,. be:
ing paved with. broad flag-frones. They confifr entirely of the' 
fhops and warehoufes of different trades and manufactures carried 
on here, which are fometimes very e.xtenfive., but. (eIdom confift 
of more than one ftory. 

Canton is extremely populous.; but nothing can better lhew 
how difficult it is to form a competent idea of the number of its 
inhabitants, than the different opinions. of various authors who 
have profeffedly wrote on the fubjecr, fome reckoning more. than 

1. a million, 



NOR TH-WEST :COAST OF AMERICA. 

a million, and others again eighty thoufand. Without taking 
notice of fuch abfurd difproportions, I iliall jull: obferve, that 
the calculation made by Captain King, is, in my humble opinion, 
by far nearell: to the truth: he computes the number of inha
bitants to be one hundred and fifty thouf~ll1d, which is certainly 
a very moderate calculation. 

Befides thefe, there are an amazing number of people' who 
live altogether on the water, in boats, called fampans, and 
amount, according to the lowell: calculation, to forty thoufand; 
but I am inclined to think they confiderably exceed that number. 
The greater part of thefe poor wretches obtain a precarious live
lihood by fifhing, and perhaps fome trivial employments occa
fi0nally picked up on the river. Others again ply as conaant 
paffage-boats from place to place, after the manner of our water
men: for two dollars you may hire a handfome fampan, with 
good accommodations for eight or ten people, to take you from 
Wampo to Canton. Thefe boats are fitted. up in the infide al
mofi like a· parlour, with a table and chairs for the paffengers. 
They have lattices made of pearl, and covered with a neat arched 
roof of bamboo. 

The lower kind of people live entirely on rice, with perhaps a 
little fifh, barely fufficient to give it a reliih, whilll: the Manda
rines, and in iliort all thofe whofe circumfiances will afford it; 
pamper themfelves with every kind of luxury, and are remarkably 
fond of re~iihing fauces and highly feafoned diilies. 

The common produce of the'kitchen-garden, fuch as cabbages, 
GaHots, gree~sJ turnips, potatoes, &c. are in great plenty hen'." 

and 
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1788. and yet, fuch is the poverty of the common people, that very 
February. few of thefe fall to their {hare. 
L-,-.J 

'The artificers in various manufaCtures here, are very ingeni
''Ous and expert. To fay any thing about the excellence of their 
'china-ware, would be abfurd, as every female goffip in England 
,can harangue by the hour about the neatnefs and elegance of her 
laft cc long Jet," though, to be fure, it did not coft near -fo much as 
'her neighbours; but-~-" indeed {he wonders how lome people can 
'have Jo little tafle 1" 

Their numerous patterns in fi1k and velvet are certainly inge
nious and well-fancied; but for goodnefs of fabric, and lafting 
beauty, they undoubtedly muft give place to our looms in Spital
Fields. 

Man y of their artificers {hew a great degree of dexterity and 
ingenuity, particularly in their cabinet and lacquered work; 
many of thefe things are: however, merely ornamental, and but 
little calculated for real utility. 

The Chinefe method of wearing their hair is fomething fingu~ 
lar, though I believe the fame cuftom prevails all over the .faft. 
They {have the head clofe, except a ~mal1 circular place on the 
'crown; this being frequently !haved when they are mere infants, 
the hair afterwards grows remarkably long, and is wore in a neat 
triple plait. 

The women fuffer their hair to grow long, and drefs it in neat 
·circular folds on the top of the head, in a conical form; in this 
-curious fold a number of ornaments are wore by the better fort. 

Small 
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SmaU feet are reckoned 0 extremely handfome amongft the fe
males, fo that they are cramped up from their infancy; and by 
this means many of them are little better than cripples. 

In regard to their Government, I can fay but little. The Em
peror is of Tartarian extraction, and may, I believe, be called a 
defpotic monarch; at leaft, the fubordinate parts of Government,. 
(uch as the Cuftoms, &c. we can experimentally fay, are frriCtly 
fo. However, we have undoubted proofs that their police is in 
fome refpeCts better regulated than that of any country in the 
world; for the Englilh Supercargoes, on their leaving Canton, 
frequently leave at leaft one hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie 
behind them, under no better fecurity than the feal of the Hong
Merchants and Mandarines. The Captains at the different prj-
vate factories truft their property, without the leaft fcruple, t<) 

the care of Chinefe fervants, and, I believe, an inftance of dif
honefty was fcarcely ever heard of. 

I 

I have before obferved, that the Chinefe are fond of high-fea-
foned dillies, yet they are very moderate in their meals, never 
making more than two in the day; the firft about ten in the 
morning, the fecond about five in the afternoon; the intermediate 
time is employed, by thofe not engaged in builnefs, in fmoaking, . 
drinking tea, and paying viilts to their neighbours. 

The Chinefe language is exceedingly difficult to be underfrood ; 
and this does not proceed from its being copious; but quite the 
reverfe, the fame word having a great variety of fignifications, ac
cording to the different modes of pronunciation, and this variety 

_ of emphafis is oft diftinguilhed by a kind of finging tone; fo that 
I aID-inclined to think a party of Chin.efe obuged to conver[e to
> , - gether 
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1788. gether -in whifpers, . would be able to underftand each other but 
February. 
'I...--,--.J imperfeEtly. 

N or is' this capital defeCt in their language likely to be reme
died. The Mandarines affect to write- in arbitrary charaCters, fo 
as not to be under!l:ood by the common people; this muft ever 
prevent the Chinc[e language from being brought to a proper 
ftandard, fo as to be underftood by the world in gen~ral. 

Their method of writing is in columns, from the top to the 
bottom, in the [arne order as we _ make figures of pounds, fhil
lings, and pence; and they always begin at the right-hand- margin 
and conclude on the left. 

Their arithmetic is -decimal, every thing being reckoned by 
tens. They have not any idea of addition by figures, but are very 
expert in cafting up any fums, by the help of wooden balls, 
which run on fmall fpiridles in a kind of open box. 

The money in circulation h:::re is chiefly Spanilh dollars; the 
only money coined in this extenfive empire, is a bafe kind of cop
ptr,called cajh, eighty of which are about the value of eight
pence fterling. 

Their religion is rank Pagaflifm, every family having its houfe
hold god, which is an image, generally fixed in fome confpicuous 
place, and decorated with a number of fantaftical ornaments; a. 
-light is kept conftantly burning near this image in the night
time. All the boats on the river have got a place in the Itern 
appropriated for « Jos," as they call their image or god, al}d al
-ways take care to have the manfion of his worihip illuminated in 

the 



NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

·t~e night fearon; yet many, even amongft the common people, 
have fufficient difcernment to perceive the fallacy of fuch an ab
furd wodhip, and readily acknowledge a Supreme Being, unfeen, 
invifible, and who exifts to all eternity. 

Polygamy is allowed here in its utlnoft extent, and the people 
of rank in general keep a number of wives; yet- this indulgence 
is frequently infufficient to gratify their unnatural defires. They 
are particularly careful to prevent foreigners from having any 
connection with their women; and whenever any thing of the 
kind is difcovered, the party is fure to fuffer imprifonment, or pay 
a heavy fine. 

It is fomewhat remarkable, that a people who carryon an ex
tenfive j:ommerce with the mc>fi: civilized nations, and have made 
fo great a pregrofs in the polite arts, fuch as painting, architec
ture, &c. fhould be totally ignorant of mufic; and yet this is ab
folutely the cafe. The band which accompanied his Excellency 
the Hoppo, when he came to meafure our veffels, and which, no 
doubt, was compofed of the beft performers, to be in the fuit of 
fo great a perfonage, confifted of two brafs conchs, beat like the 
Englifh tabor, and three or four pipes, not very much unlike a 
bag-pipe; the whole forming a harmony refembling a fow-gelder's 
horn and the cackling of gee[e. However, joking apart, they 
certainly have not the moil: diftant idea of melody, and in this 
particular are very greatly excelled by the Savages on the North 
Weft coaft of America. 

China produces beef, mutton, pork, goats, geefe, ducks, fowls, 
.&,c. in tolerable plenty. The beef is pretty good, but very fmall, 
·weighing not more than from fifty to feventy pounds per quar-

R r tet. 
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ter. The hogs are of a peculiar breed, remarkably fat, and their 
bellies frequently fweep the ground. The poultry are greatly in~ 
ferior to the Engliili. 

,. Every thing in China is fold by weight, which is diftinguifued' 
by caddies and pekels, the cas:ldy weighing near twenty ounces and 
a quarter Engliili, and one hundred caddies make. a pekeL The 
Compradors, who, as I before obferved, furniili the different {hips, 
here, weigh every thing alive, and make ufe of every art to make 
theil'" hogs, geefe, ducks, &c. weigh heavy. They often cram 
them with, frones, and give them faIt and water to make them. 
thirfry, and in {hort ufe every method in their power to defraud 
and over-reach their employers. And I {hall conclude this imper
feCt account of the Chinefe, by obferving, that a fuarping, cheat
ing difpofition, wz"th jome 'Very fiw .. exceptions, is generally preva
lent amongft them. 

I am juft now furnifhed with a very particular account of the' 
Fur Trade, which {hall be the fubjeCl: of my next. Meanwhile,. 
believe me to be £Incerely thine, &c. 

OFF MACAO, 1. 
F. cb. i6th. S 

W.B .. 
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LET T E'R XLVI. 

W HILST Captain Dixon -.vas at Canton, a Gentleman, re .. 
fident there, very obligingly favoured him with a parti

cular account of every tranfaCtion in the Fur Trade fince its 
commencement. As thou art a commercial man, any thing re
lating to that fubjeCt muft be peculiarly interefting to thee; fo 
that I thall here furnith thee with this account as 1 have colleCted 
it from our Captain's minutes. 

King George's Sound being pointed out by the late Captain 
Cook, as the moil: eligible fpot where a valuable cargo of furs 
might be colleCted, the firft veffel which engaged in this newem
ploy was deil:ind for that place. She was a brig of fixty tons 
and thirty men, commanded by James Hanna. Captain Hanna 
left the Typa in April, 1785, and arrived at King George's Sound 
the Auguft following. Here, in about five w(eks, he pre cured 
five hundred and fixty fea-otter frins. He left the coaft in Sep
tember, ane! arrived at Macao in December the fame year. 

R r 2 The 
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1788• The above £kins were fold at Canton. the 21ft March, I 78d,; 
February. and valued as under, viz. 
'-=-~ • 

140 prime ikins, fold at 60 dollars ea£li~ 
175 2d ditto, 45 ditto 
80 3d d1tto, 30' ditto 
oS 54th ditto, IS ditto 
50 5th ditto~. 10 ditto' 

500 whole {kins, 
240 flips and pieces, 
eftimated at 

• 
60 fkins, fold for • 600 ditto 

560 fea ... otter {kins, 

Total amount 20,600 doliars. 

Encouraged by fo fuccefsful a beginning, the Gentlemen en .. 
gaged in this undertaking difpatched Captain Hanna a fecond 
time. He failed from Macao in May" 1786, in the Sea-Otter 
inow, of one hundred and twenty tons and thirty men. Having 
before fucceeded fo well, in King George's Sound, his orders were 
to proceed, to the fame place, purfuing. his former. track. He ar
rived at the Sound in A:uguft, but the complexion of things was 
now greatly altered: Cumakeela, an Indian Chief, whom he be
came acquainted with during his former vi fit to this place, in
formed him, that two fhips had lately been there who had bought 
all the furs, and John M'Key, whom he found here as has already 
been related, confirmed this circumftance. Wifhing however to 
refrefu his people, many of whom were ill of the [curvy, he 1.ay 
in the SouIld about a fortnight, dwring which time he purchafed 
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about fifty good fea-otter !kill's, which- were brought him by the 
natives from diftant parts .. - Captain Hanna afterwards traced the 
coaft to near 53 degrees North latitude. He anchored in St. 
Patrick's Bay, in the latitude So degrees 42 minutes North, and 
met with fome inhabitants there, but got few furs of any con
fequence. He left the coaft on the Ill: of October, and arrived: 
at Macao the 8th of February, 1787. 

The furs Captain Hanna procured this voyage were fold at._ 
Canton the 12th of March, 1787, and confifted only of 

100 fea-otter fkins, fold at sa dollars ea.ch, and 
3<?0 different fized flips and 

pieces of fea-otter~ fome 
of them indifferent, at ; 10 ditto ditto. 

Total amount B,ooo dolIars. 

The fnow Captain. Cook,- Captain ,LOI:ie, of 3® tons, and 
the fnow Experiment, Captain Guife, of 100 tons, were fitted 
out at Bombay~and left that place the beginning of 1786 .. They 
arrived at King George's Sound in June, at which place they pro
cured near 600 fea-otter fkins. On leaving this place they pro
ceeded along the coaft, and difcovered an extenfive found in about 
51 deg. North latitude, which they called ~en Charlotte's Sound; 
from thence they proceeded in a direct courfe to Prince William's 
Sound. 

\vhat 
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What time they left the Coaft I cannot fay j but the cilrgoes of 
both veifels were fold.at Canton the 4th of April, 1787. and con .. 
fifted of the following furs, viz. 

Prime fea-otter {kins 55 
2d ditto ditto J 34-
3d ]42 

4th 63 
In halves 46 
Smaller pieces -33 
·Pieces of yellow and inferior 13 I 

:604 fea-otter 1kins 

-Sold on an a:verage at forty dollars each. Total amount, 24,000-

dollars; the remaing four £kins being included in the bargain. 

From this account (as it correfponds with that given by Mr. 
MCKey) it fhould fc=em that thefe veffels procured the whole of 
their furs in King George's Sound, and that no other part of the 
.coaft afforded them a fingle ikin. 

The fnow Nootka, Captain John Meares, was fitted out at Ben
gal by a fet of Gentlemen, who ftiled themfelves- the~ Bengal Fur 
,society, and failed from thence in March, 1786. I have already 
given thee an account of this veffel's deftination, and her arrival at 
Macao. The cargo of the N ootka was fold at Canton the 4th of 

. !aft month, and~onfifted of the following furs, viz. 

50 prime 
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Dollars. Dollars. 

50 prime fea-otter fkins fold for 70 each. 
52 2d ditto 50 do .. . 
58 3d ditto 35 do. 

3 1 4th ditto large, half worn 20 do. 
('0 5th ditto, worn fkins IS do. 
26 old and ver.y bad 5 do. 

267 9,010. 

12 large pieces ~nd flipsfea-otter 10 do. 
17 fmaHer ditto 5 do_ 

l 205 
. 37 fea-otter tails 2 do. 

3 I inferior ditto 39 do. 

113 
48 land otter, bad and good 6 do. 

288 
14 very'bad beaver fkins 3 do. 
27 martens .. 14 ~ 

56 

13efides the above,. Captain Meares 
9.,,692 

fold 50 prime fea,..otter fkins at 
Canton, at 91 each 4,550 . 

So. that the totalamol1nt will be 14,242 

and may be called 357.fea.,.otter fkins befide the refufe .. 

-Every 
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1788. :~Every.·,particular refpet1:ing the deftination of the Imperial Eagle, 
;~ua:!; .Captain Berkley, has already been mentioned; fo\that it will be 
W' 7 needlefs for me to repeat them here: her cargo confifted of 800 

. fea-otter fkins, chiefly ofa fnperior quality.; they were not fold 
'when our Captain l{!ft Canton. but the· price Iixed on them wa~ 
.-30,000 dollars. 

The Spaniards within thefe-two years have imported the fea-otter 
,to China: ~they collect their {kins near their fettlements of Mon
; trery and San FrancifG:o, and they are all of a very inferior quality. 
The Padres are tite principal conductors of t~s traffic. 

In 1 i27' they imported about 200 {kins, and the beginning of 
,this year near 1,500. Thefe furs were not fold when we left Can
ton; they are fent from the fettlements before.:.mentioned to Aca
;pulco, and from thence by the annual galleon to Manilla; but 
they have not as yet attempted to fit out veffels from any of their 
fettlements to the.~orthward. 

The L' Aftrolabe and Bouffale, two French Alips,' commanded 
by M. Peyroufe, and De 'Langle, failed from France in 178 5 ; 
'they lre faid to have traced the North Weft Coaft of America from 
the S!-'tiiiih kttlemerit of Montrery, to 60 deg. 'North latitude; 
but this .f~erns rather improbable, for though thefe veffels were 
profdftdly fitted out on difcovery, yet the Commanders did not 
forget that furs were a valuable article, and accordingly, whilft on 
'the American'coall, they procured about 600 fea-otter {kins, chiefly 
in pieces, of a very inferior quality, and evidently the fame as 
thofe imported by the Spaniards; whereas had thefe gentlemen 
:been well in with the coaft to the Northward) they undoubtedly 

mu£l: 
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muil: have met with fea-otter ikins, of a quality far fuperior to 
what they procured. 

Thefe {hips arrived at Macao in January, 1787, apd their furs 
were fold at Canton by the Swedifh Supercargoes, for 10,000 dol
lars. 

I have already furnifhed thee with moil: of the particulars re
fpetting the fale of our furs, and mentioned the places where we 
colleCted them; it only remains for me to obferve, that the total 
amount was 54,857 dollars. 

By comparing the fale of our-furs with thofe already mentioned, 
thou mayeft at once perceive how very fluCtuating this article is in 
the China market: out of 2,552 fea~otter ikins, which we brought 
to Canton, at leaft 2,000 of them ought to have fetched fifty dollars 
each, and the remainder a price in proportion. 

What furs the Ruffians procure on the Ameri€an coaft, it is im
pollible to afd:rtain, as they never bring them to the Canton mar
ket. We are pretty certain, that their traffic extends very little to 
the Eaftward of Cook's River, and that place certainly does not 
produce fo many fea~otter as King George's Sound; fo that I 
fhould imagine they do not colleCt 500 ikins annually. 

From this {hort iketch of the fur-trade, thou mayeft eafily per
ceive, that very great advantages would be derived ff(~m it, if placed 
on a permanent footing, to effeCt w~ich, I fhould conceive the moft 
eligible plan would be, to eftablifh a factory on the coaft, and the 
North end of ~een. Charlotte's Hlands feems peculiarly well 
adapted for that purpofe; the fituation is nearly central, between 
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Cook's River and King George'~ Sound; and we are wen aH"uretf. 
that the furs to the Southward are of a very inferior quality; Two' 
fmall veffels would not only collect all the fkins in what harbours 
are hitherto known, but likewife explore fuch parts of the coaft as 
are yet undifcovered; befides, there are' other valuable articles to 
be procured here, fuch as ginfeng, copper, oil, fpars, &c. and va~ 
quantities of falmon might be cured, which could not fail being a 
valuable commodity. Thefe, however, are fuggeMons which I 
fubmit to thy fuperior judgment, though I am perfeCtly con·vinced.. 
that a trade might be eftablifhed on this coaft, that would· eq~al 
the moil: fanguine expeCtations of thofe who undertQok it. 

OFF MACAO, 1 
F~. lcth. S 

Adieu. Thine, &c. 

LET T E R XL VII~ 

w. B •. 

A' T one o'clock on the 9th of February, we weighed; and 
- frood down Macao Roads t<> the Southward, with light 

bafRing winds. At five o'clock we difcharged our pilot. At fun
fet .the Typa bore North 65 deg. Weft, about three leagues dif
tant; the Grand Ladrone South 35 deg. Eaft; the Peak of Liiltin 
Nprth S5 deg. Eait.. ' At half pait {eve~ the tide being done,. we 

came 



NORTIt-WEST COAST OF AMERICA. 

-came to with the fmall bower, in fix fathom water, ~ver- a muddy 17S8. 
February. 

bottom. '- t- , 

I fhalljuft obferve, that ~cao is fubject to tIre Portuguefe, but 
being fupplied with all the neceiraries of life by the Chinefe, they 
dare do nothing in oppofition to the Viceroy of Canton; fo that 
though they are not immediately under the Chinefe Government~ 
yet they are obliged to connive at, and fubmit to all their impofi
lions, however arbitrary they may be. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the loth, we weighed and 
made fail) with a moderate North Wefterly breez~, and clear wea
ther, fteering South a little Eafterly. At ten o'clock, the Peak of 
the Grand Ladrone bore North 40 deg. Eaft, feven leagues diftant; 
our lati~ude at noon was 21 deg. 35 min. North; and the longi
tude 246 deg. 4 min. Weft. 

From the loth to the 13th, we had generally a Inoderate EafterIy 
breeze, and fine weather. In the morning of the 13th we faw a 
ftran,ge fail to the North Weft. Our latitude at noon was 18 deg. 
I min. North. In the afternoon, the fail, feeI'l by us in the morning 
paired dofe by the King George, and we learnt from Captain 
Portlock that it was the Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley, and 
-.and that he was bound to the Mauritius. 

From the 17th to the 20th, we had a fteady trade breeze, with 
"fine 'clear weather. At eleven in the morning of the 20th, we faw 
the Ifland Pula Sapata bearing South Weft) about four leagues 
·diftant. This Ifland, at-a diftance) has very muth the refem
~laRCe of a Chinefe £hoe. 

S S 2 At 
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At nod'n the Uland bore South 67 deg. Weft,. three miles dif.. 
tant, and a fmall rock to the Weftward, South 85 deg. Weft. 
Our latitude was 10 deg. 4 min. North; and the longitude 250 

deg. 36 min. Weft.. From the 16th, in latitude. IS deg.33.min. 
we had fteered nearly South Weft .. 

On the 21ft, being in latitude 8deg. 44 min. North, we found 
~a ftrong current fetting to the South Weft. In the afternoon of 
the 23d, being in 5 deg. 3 J min. North latitude, and. 254 deg. 
56 min. longitude, we hauled our wind to the South South Eaft •. 

At fix in the morning of the 25th, we faw a ;range of iflands., 
called the Anamhas in the charts, extending from EaftNorth Eaft to 
South Eaft by Eaft, . diftant four leagues; and Ioon afterwards, a 
fmall rocky ifland, .called Pulo Domar, bearing South. At noon., 
the rocky Wand bore North' 37 deg .. Eafr, diftant- four or five 
leagues. Our latitude was 2 deg. 36 min. North; and the longi
tude 2S 5 deg~ 3 min. Weft; the weather extremely hot and fultry. 
'iV e found a current frill fetting .ftrongly to the South Weft. 

At eleven in the. forenoon of. the 26th, the, land bore South 49 
deg. Well, about feven leagu~s diftant; the. latitude at noon I, 

£leg. I I min. North ... At fix o'clock in the afternoon, the mand 
PallJang bore North Wefr by Weft five. leagues difrant~ During 
the night we had very. heavy lightning all round the compafs. 

In the morning of the 27th, we, fawthe maud Dominis, bear~ 
ing South Weft. Our latitude at noon was. 8 min .. ,South; we 
had light winds and fine weather. At fix o'clock. we faw Pula~ 
-raya, which bore South 49 degrees Weft, , the Peak of Lingi?21 
North 64 degrees Weft. Our foundinK was' fourteen fathom .. 

At~ 
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At feven,o'clock. we lhortened fail, and at ten brought to under 
our topfails. We had foundings from eight to fixteen. fathom, 
over. a fandy bottom. 

During the night we wore occafionally; and at five in the 
morning of the 28th, made fail, ftanding to the Southward, with 
a mode.rate Eafterly breeze. At eight o'clock, Pula Taya bore 
North 50 degrees Weft. 

At eleven o'clock, Mr. William Lauder, our Surgeon, departed' 
this life; he was taken ill fome time before we left Wampo. For 
a confiderable time we had great hopes of his recovery, being 
yourtg, and of a found confiitution, unhurt by debauchery Cl~ 

excefs. Indeed he himfelf entertained the fame hopes till very 
near the lafi; but his diforder baffled the power of medicine, and 
he refigned himfelf to the Divine will, with the greateft compofure,. 
being perfeCtly fenfible to the lail moment .. 

At noon we faw a range of iGands, which extended from'South 
by Eaft to Eaft North Eafi, the nearefi about three miles difiant; . 
Pula Taya bore North 30 degrees \Veft, diftant feven leagues: 
our latitude was I deg. 13 min . .south. At four in theafternool1 
the body of MOlZOpill-hifl, on the Banca ihore, bore South 50 deg. 
Eaft. At fix o'clock we had foundings from eleven to fixteen fa~ 
thom, over a muddy bottom, and foon afterwards we faw a, 
:Change fail to the North Weft. 

At feven o'clock we fhortened fail and hauled by the \vind, 
wearing occafionally during the night: we had foundings from 
fixteento .twenty-three fathom, water. At five in the morning of . 

the. 
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178S· the 29th, we made fail. At eight o'dotk Monopin-hill bore Eall, 
~ ·dlftant fix leagues. 

This afternoori we committed the 'body of Mr. Lauder to the 
'd~p. He was the firft perfon -we had loft during the voyage. 

At noon Monopin-hilL 'bote North 10 degrees Weft, about 
five leagues diftant: our latitude was z degrees 14. minutes South • 
.At one o'clock we faw feveral rocks bearing Eaft South Eaft, four 
-miles diftant. on which we lhortened fail, and hauled our wind 
to the Eaftward; the ftrange fail in fight to the North North 
W eft. We had foundings from eight to fourteen fathom water, 
over a muddy bottom. At three o'clock we faw the Sumatra 
iliore, bearing South 40 degrees Eaft; the weather was moderate: 
·and hazy, with frequent fhowers of rain. At feven o'clock we 
let go an anchor in eleven fathom water, over a muddy bottom: 
During the night we had very fierce lightning all round the 
,compafs. We here found the tide fetting Eaft Soutil- Eaft, at 
rthe=rate ,of three knots per hour. 

At five in the morning of the 1ft of March, we weighed and 
:made fail. During the forenoon we had fqually weather, with 
thunder, lightning, and heavy rain. At noon the ftra.nge fail 
.bore North by Weft, about fix miles di{tant, Come high land on 
~the Banca !hore Eaft North Eaft, and part of the Sumatra fuore 
South by Weft, about three miles diftant·: we had foundings in 
twelve fathom water. The afternoon was very fqually, accorn
paniedwith a violent ftorm of thunder, lightning, and heavy rain. 

At three o'clock we iliortelled fail, and paffed by a Dutch man 
-of war lying at .anchor... At five o'clock, the ftrange fail which 

we 
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we had fe~n for feveral days pail:, joined us, and proved to be the 
Lanfa;gwne Jindiaman., Captain Storey. At half paft fix o'clock 
'We' anchored in nin~ fathom and a half water, over a muddy bot
tom, the Sumatra fhore bearing South South Weft, four miles, 
diftant. During the night we had confiant fierce lightning., the 
weather exceeding clofe and fultry. 

At five in the morning of the zd, we w~igh.ed and made fail in 
company with the Lanfdowne. The foundings here vary from 
eight or ten fath(l)m,- to lefs' than thr~e fathom water, the bott!om' 

.fand and mud. The wind b~ing light and variable, we hauled to> 
the Northward> and frood well over tG the Sumatva {hore, by 
which means we got clear of the fhoat water.. At fix o'clock the 
L.anfdowne made a fignal of diftrefs, on which we let g.o an an
crl10r in fixo fa.;hom and a, balf water, and: hoifted.. out our whale
boat in order to go to the affiftance of Captain Storey; but our 
boat was fcarcely in the water before {he filled. On this we 
hoifted her in again, and the carpentt'rs gave her a temporary re
pair. At feven o'cloek. ~aptain Dixon went 111 the boat to affift, 
the Lanfdowne. 

At three in the-morning of the 3d, Captain Dixon returned on 
board. The Lanfdowne, it feems, had gr.)unded on the fmall 
fhoals off Lufepara, but was foon hove off witho~t a.ny- dam~g~ .. 

At five ddoC'k we hove {hort~ in;. o~der to be ready whenever 
Captain Portlock ihould make the fignal for weighing; hut during 
the forenoon we had only· light airs and intervening calms .. 
()ur latitude at noon was 3 degrees 9 minutes South i the jirft 
pt'JintNoIth 20 deg. Weft, di;',ant three leagues. Soon after twelve 
o'clock we weighed and maae fail j the-foundings. wt'tle-from four 
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1788. ~nd.a half to fix fathom. At four .o'clock the Ifland Lufepal'l 
March. lJore North 88 deg. Eai1, dii1ant fix miles, and the extremes of 

c.r--..,-...J 
-the land to the Southward, South 65 deg. Wei1. At eight o'clock 
iLufeparabore North 14. deg. Weft. We had foundings in four 
lathom water, over a muddy bottom. 

Being clear of the Straights of Banca, we frood on during the 
night, the weather cloudy, with conftant lightning. 

During the for~noon of the 4th, we had foundings from ·fix 
to nine fathom water, over a muddy bottom. From this to the 
-6th we had little variety; the weather -was extremely clofe and 
-fultry, the thermometer frequently 92 deg. Light baffling winds., 
with intervening calms, frequently obliged us to let go an an
chor. Our latitude at noon on the 6th, was 4 degrees 17 minutes 
South. 

At fix o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th, we faw the Sifters, 
:bearing South Weft by Weft, four leagues diftant; foundings 
eleven fathom over a muddy bottom. At noon on the 8th, the 
Sii1ers bore South 40 deg. Weft, fix miles diftant, and the high 
bnd on the Sumatra 1hor~ South 41 deg. Weft; the latitude 4 
neg. 55 min. South. Soundings from eleven to thirteen fathom 
.water, over a muddy bottom . 

. At fix in the afternoon we came to with the fmall bower in 
:ten fathom water, over a muddy bottom, the Sifters bearing 
South 17 degrees Weft. During the night we had fame heavy 
{qualls of wind at South South Weft, with much thunder and 
aightning, and a very heavy fea. At four in the morning of the 
9 th, we found the veffel dragged her anchor, on which we hove it 
IIp and made fail. At eight o'clock the weather moderated, and 
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by ten we had nearly a calm, on which we let go the beft bower 
ill -eleven fathom water; the Sifters bore South 25 degrees Weft, 
latitude 4- degrees 57 minutes South. 

From this to the 12th we had little variety, light baffiing winds, 
,;with intervening calms, obliging us frequently to let go an anchor, 

fo that we made very little progrefs. 

On the 12th at noon olir latitude was 5 degrees 22 minutes 
South. The extremes of the land in fight bore from South 20 

deg. Eaft, to North 20 deg. Weft, diftant from the Sumatra fhore 
about three miles. This forenoon we had the pleafure to pafs the 
Sifters, which are two very fmall Wands, and had been in fight 
ever fince the 7th. At two o'clock we let go the beft bower in 
~leven fathom water. 

During the afternoon, and greateft part of the night, we had 
fqually weather, with conftant rain. 

Early in the morning of the 13th, we weighed and made fail. 
The ",ind growing light, and inclining to calm, at ten o'clock 
the whale-boat was hoifted out, and fent to tow the vella a-head; 
North Hland, where we -intended to anchor, in order to fill up 
our water, being right a-head, about eight miles diftant. 

At eleven o'clock, having no wind, and the tide againft us, we 
let go an anchor nearly oppofite North Hland,; our latitude at 
noon being 5 degrees 35 minutes. 

A breeze fpringing up about one o'clock, we weighed andftood 
farther on. By three o'clock, being prc"tty well into the Roads, 
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we came to with the beft bower" in nine fathom water, over a 
muddy bottom, mooring the {hip with the large kedge and ftream 
cable. North Ifland bore North Eaft by North, three miles· 
diil:ant. 

In the Roads lay three Dutch veffe1s belonging to Batavia. 

At five o'clock in the morning of the 14th, the long-boat was· 
hoifted out and fent on {hore for water. Our people found ex
cellent water on the Sumatra {hore, about five hundred yards
from the beach; fo that by noon on the 15th, our water~cafks 
were all filled. We wanted a fmall fupply of wood for firing, but 
as there were numbers of inhabitants on the Sumatra coaft, we 
apprehended that cutting wood there might be attended with. 
difficulty; fo; in the afternoon of the 15th parties were fent from 
both veffels to cut wood on North mand, there being no inha· 
bitants or other obftruCt:ion to cutting any quantity we wanted. 
At fix o'clock the people returned on board,. having procured a 
fufficient quanity of fuel. 

North ifland is very fmall,. being perhaps not more than two 
miles in circumference. It is totally ,covered with trees of various 
forts, many of which I believe are 'found in our Weft India 
iflands. Thefe being eternally clothed with a fine green verdure" 
afford an excellent afylum for the feathered tribe, of which there 
is great variety. I believe there is no water on the ifiand,. fo that 
wood is the only article which the place affords for ihips which 
lay at anchor in the adjacent Road. 

The people who inhabit Sumatra are Mala)'s, 'and many of 
them inhabit this part of the illand in order to reap what advan .. 
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tage they can from wrecks, or veffels in diftrefs, as well as to trade 
with the lliips which 0Ccafionally anchor here. 

I have before obferved, that the Sandwich Hlanders are in all 
probability defcended from thefe people, and there is, in my opi
nion, an evident fimilarity between them in refpeCl: to perfon and 
feature. The Malayans, 'tis true, are of a deeper hue, but this 
may pollibly be owing to the extreme heat of the climate. 

We purchafed fome turtle from one of the Malay boats, for 
the lliip's Uf6. They- deal likewife in Geneva, arrack, fowls, 
pumpkins, plantains, &c. twelve forry fowls they fell for a dol
lar, and their other articles in proportion. The Dutch are fre
quently concerned with thefe boats, and a Dutchman was prm
:cipally concerned in that we traded wit14 

Having 'com pleated our wood and water, at fix o'clock in the 
morning of the 16th we unmoored, and at feven weighed and 
made fail, ftanding for the Straights of Sunda, with a frelli breeze 
~at Weft North Weft, and cloudy weather. Towards noon we 
-had frequent fquaIls, with heavy rain; and the wind growing 
light and variable, about one o'clock we let go an anchor in 
twenty fathom water, the lliips in North Hland Roads bearing 
North, about fix miles diftant, and Mid-channel Hland South 7 
"C'legrees Eaft. The weather, during the afternoon, was moderate 
'ilnd cloudy, but in the night we had frequent fqualls and heavy 
-rain, attended with thunder and lightning. 

At feven o'clock in the morning of the 17th, we weighed and 
:made fail, having a moderate Wefterly breeze. At noon the Peak 
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of Cracatoa bore Weft South Weft, about nine miles diffant:· 
our latitude was S degrees S9minutes South. 

Towards evening, the wind- veering to the Southward; at fix. 
o'clock we came to, in thirty-two fathom water, over a muddy' 
bottom, the- ceater of Mid-channel Ifland bearing North S8 deg. 
Eaft, the Peak of Cracatoa Weft one-half South, and Prince's; 
Ifland South 4'2 degrees Weft •. 

From the 17th to the 2 Ift~ we plied in the Straights without 
making fcarcely any progrefs. During the forenoons we had: 
calms, and fometimes light winds at South Weft. About noon! 
a tolerable breeze generally fprung up at North Weft, which, to-· 
wards evening, conftantly fhifted to the Southward. Tqe nights: 
were generally fqually, with heavy rain and conftant thunder and) 
lightning, a ftrong current generally fetting to the North Eaft. 

At fix o'clock in the afternoon of the 20th, after ftanding fome' 
hours to the North Weft, we came to in thirty-two fathom wa-· 
ter, over a· bottom· of foft mud; The extremes of Cracatoa bore
from South 6S deg. Well to North 6S degrees Weft, fix miles· 
dillant. The weather being fqually~ we fentdown the top-gallant' 
yards. 

During the whole of' the 2Iif, we had'ligot unfavourable' 
winds. In the forenoon the' people were employed in fetting up' 
the foretop-mall rigging. A Dutch fnow had anchored . within a
mile of us in the evening of the 20th, and Captain Dixon being 
aefirous to procure fome- rice from' her, and a few necefraries we 
fiood in need of to repair the rigging, the whale-b~at' was hoifted; 
Gilt this afternoon, and Mr. Carew, our Firil: Mate, fent on board· 
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the {now to enquire whether the Dutchman could fupply us with 
any of thefe particulars, but Mynheer' was equally bare with our
:leIves. 

, At five o'clock in the morning of the 22d we weighed~ and 
made fail, but the wind growing light and variable, and the cur
rent againft us, we came to a little before noon, with the {mall 
bower,. in twenty-fix fathom water, over a muddy bottom: the 
Peak of Cracatoa bearing Weft by South, about five miles diflant. 
The weather being fine and calm, Captain Dixon embraced this 
opportunity of filling up our water; and at one o'clock the whale
boat and jolly-boat were hoi fled out, and our Captain took ten 
hands on fhore for that purpofe. The boats returned at fix dc1ock, 
bringing three punche.ons of water, being all the empty cafks we' 
had. Our people had purchafed a good quantity of cocoa-nuts 
and pumpkins: they got forty cocoa-nuts for a dollar, and fifteen
pumpkins for the {arne money. 

Though the Wand of Cracatoa is undoubtedly the moa healthy 
of anyone near the fame fituation, yet I do not find that there 
are many inhabitants here, and thefe [eem to be Malays. The. 
principal reafon that moa people do not fix their refidence here 

. probably is, that'few fhips flop at this ifland for refreflllnent, but 
generally proceed to Prince's lfland, which produces every_thing 
peculiar to this place, in equal abundance, and the watering place 
is much more convenient,: 

The produce of this place is much the fame as Sumatra; fowls, 
cocoa-nuts, pumpkins, &c. A number of turtles were purchafed 
for·thefhip's ufe. 

During 
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'788'. "During the whole of the ~3d we had foutherly winds, which 
.~prevented our weighing anchor. We were favoured with Captain 

Portlock's company on board during the greateft part of the day. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 24th we anfwered the 
f~ing George's fignal for weighing anchor, and by five we weighed 
and made fail, ftanding to the Southward, with a fre{h breeze at 
South Weft. Hitherto we had attemp'ted to get clear of the Straights, 
by the paffage between Prince's Hland and Cracatoa; but this was 
now given up, and it was determined to try for the paffage between 
Prince's .Hland and Java Head. 

At noon the Peak of Cracatoa bore North 18 deg. Weft, the 
'extremes of Prince's Hland from South 50 deg. Weft to Weft 
South Weft; a high point on the Java {hore bearing South, dif .. 
tance from the neareft land about five leagues: the latitude was 
6 deg. 2 I min. South. During the afternoon we made occafio.lai 
boards, between Prince's Hland and Java, a heavy fwell fetting in 
from the Weftward: we had foundings from forty-three to thirty .. 
fix fathom, over a muddy bottom. At nine in -the evening we let 
go an anchor in forty-two fathom water, the high land on Prince's 
Hland bearing South 76 deg. Weft. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 25th We weighed ana 
made fail, with a fre{h Wefterly breeze and cloudy weather. At 
noon, the extremes of Prince's Illand bore from Weft North Weft 
to South 65 deg. Weft; a blufF point GnJava bearing South Weft 
by South, about four leagues diftant; the latitude 6 deg. 33 min. 
In the afternoon the wind hauled to the Southward, fa that (find ... 
. ing we loft ground) at fix o'clock we let go an anchor in forty 
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. 

At 
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At nine in the morning of the 26th we weighed, being favoured 
with a ftrong Wefterly breeze, which gave us great hopes of clear
iag the land. 

During the forenoon we were employed in working through the 
paffage between Prince's Uland and Java Head. At noon, the ex
tremes of Prince's Ifland bore from South 65 deg. Weft to North; 
Java Head South Weft by South, diftance off four miles. OUI" 

latitude was 6 deg. 36 min. South. 

About two o'clock, being right in the paffage between Java Head 
and the CoMers, (a parcel of rocks off Prince's mand) the breeze 
failed us, and the current fet us right upon the Java {hore. Our 
fituation for fome time was very dangerous, as it was impoillble 
for us to wear; and what was ftill worfe, there is no ground in 
lefs than fifty fathom water cloCe in {hore, and that is {harp rocks, 
fo that little fervice could be expected from our anchor: however, 
in lefs than half an hour, to our great joy, the breeze frefuened, 
and by four in the afternoon we were entirely out of da!l.?,er, the 
rocks off Java Head bearing North 85 deg. Eafr, and tile peak of 
Prince's Hland North 5 deg. Eaft, five miles diftant from the Java 
fhore. At fix o'clock, Java Head bore North Eaft by North, dif
tant fix leagues. 

Being now dear of the land, our anchors were got on the gun
wales, and feeured. 

During the night we had fquaJIy weather, with -rain, and in. 
the morning of the 27th, a frefh North Wefrerly breeze and 
cloudy weather: our latitude at noon was 7deg. 49_min. South. 

All 
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1788. All our withes now are for a fpeedy and fafe voyage to St. He-
March d . dd d 1.... l' .~ ·lenaj and from thence to Old Englan , 15 a e 1)'1 tune ever, 

OFF JAVA HEAD,} 
March 27th. 

LETTER 

W.·B. 

XLVIII. 

'0' U R paffage during the month of March has been the molt 
". tedious, and by far the moft unhealthy of any we have expe
rienced during the voyage, and particularly in pailing the Straights 
of Banca. The land, both on the Banca and Sumatra coail, is 
low, flat and marIhy; and as we in general had light winds, the 
weather was extremely hot and fultry. A faint fickly heat feized 
the greateft part of our people, indeed the ftrongeft on board felt 
its influence more or lefs: we luckily had a good quantity of Pe
ruvian bark on board, which was regularly given to all the fickly 
people, and its good effeCts were foon perceptible.; we alfo had the 
good fortune not to have the leaft appearance of the fcurvy 
amongft us. 

Captain Portlock had 10ft two of his people with the flux flnce 
our leaving China, and feveral more were in a fickly ftate.; how
ever" our getting out to fta raifed everyone's fpirits. 

During 
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During the 28th of March we had a fr~fh hreeze at North Weft, 
with frequent fqualls attended with rain. At five o'clock in the af. 
ternoon we faw a {trange fail to the Northward. In the night, 
and during the forenoon of the 29th, the breeze moderated; about 
ten o'clock the ftrange fail being pretty near us, we found her to 
be the ~en Eaft--Indiaman, Captain Douglas. Our latitude at 
noon was 10 deg. 17 min. South; and the longitude 255 deg. 8 
min. Weft-. During the afternoon, and the whole of the 30th, 
we had light variable winds, frequently inclining to calm. At 
eleven in the forenoon, Captain Portlock's boat came on board us, 
and Captain Dixon went on board the King George; the day was 
clear and fine, bl,lt exceeding fu}try, the thermometer being 89 
deg. Latitude at noon 1 I dcg. 13 min. 

At fix o'clock in the evening Captain Dixon returned on board, 
and informed us that it was determined for the veffels to feparate, each 
making the quickeft paffage in their power to St. Helena: on this 
all our people held themfelves in re~dine[s to falute their fellow 
voyagers with three cheers at parting, but light bafRing winds pre·. 
vented the veffcls from coming near enough for that purpofe. 

During the 3 111: we had a frefh breeze at' South Eall: and Eaft 
South Eaft, and our courfe was North Weft. In the forenoon of 
the 1ft of April we had entirely loll: fight of our confort: our 
latitude at noon. was 12 deg. 44 min. South; and the longitude 
257 deg. 48 min Weft. . 

From the I i! to the 9th we had a frefh Eall:erly breeze, the 
weather r~ther fqually at times, with rain. Our latitude at noon 
on the 8th was 17 deg. 50 min. South; and the longitude 271 deg. 
16 min. Weft. Our courfe for fome days paft had been Weft 
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South Weft, and Weft by South: we found a heavy fwell from 
the Southward. 

From the 9th to the 16th we had a conftant frelli Eafterly 
breeze, the weather rather wet and fqually -at times, though in 
general it was fine and plea[ant. Our latitude at noon on the 
16th was 20 deg. 48 min. South; and the longitude 284 deg. 33 
min. Weft. . 

, 
In the evening we had a good deal of lightning from the South-

ward, and in the night a very.heavy fquall attended 'With rain, the 
wind at South: towards morning the weather moderated, but the 
wind ftill blew from the Southward. Our latitude at noon on the 
17th was ZI deg. 14 min. South; and the longitude 286 deg. 41 
min. Weft. 

'Till the 2 rft we had very little variety, but at two o'dock in 
the afternoon we had a fquall with very heavy rain> which fhifted 
the wind to the N orthwaad> fometimes blowing a frefh breeze, 
and frequently light, inclining to calm: in the forenoon of the 
22d the wind again fhifted to the Southward, the weather mode ... 
rate and cloudy. Our latitude at noon was 23 deg. 9 min. South; 
and the longitude 298 deg. 20 min. Weft. 

At fi ve o'clock in the afternoon of the 23 d, being then fteering 
Weft, with the wind at South and by Weft, we faw two ftrange 
fail in the South Eafi: quarter, ftanding North Eaft. 

On the 24th the {hip's company were put to an allowance of 
two quarts of water a man per day, exclufive of what was ufed for 
peaCe. Our latitude at noon was 23 d~g. 27 min. South; and the 
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longitude 300 deg. 22 min. Weft ~ a heavy fwell fetting in from 
the Southward. 

From this to the 30th no particular occurrence happened; we 
were frill favoured with a pretty fteady Eafterly breeze, and the 
weather in general fine and pleafant. Our latitude at noon on the 
30th was 28 deg. 9 min. South; and the longitude 3 10 deg. 30 
min. Weft. The v.uiation of the compafs is here 2 I deg. Weft
erly. 

On the 1ft of May the wind lhifted to the Northward and Wefr
ward; indeed being now in 28 deg. 55 min. South latitude, we 
had reafon to expect the trade-winds would leave us, efpecially at 
this feafon of the year. 

In the morning of the +th of May we had vaft quantities of 
bonetta about the lhip; our hooks and lines were prefently put 
overboard, and we had tolerable fuccefs: thefe bonetta proved an 
excellent dilh for us, and were a moft agreeable variety at this 
time, as our faIt provifions began to grow old, and confequently 
unwholefome, though as yet we had not \ thank God) any ap
pearance of the fcurvy amongft us, which perhaps might in fome 
meafure be owing to the bark before-mentioned, the ufe of which 
was not entirely difcontinued. 

We had alfo a vall: number of gulls, egg-birds, !heer~waters, 
&c. about the veffel: Ijudge thefe birds and fifh are drawn "hither 
by a fpecies of thefardine, great numbers of which we faw in the 
water, and generally fotind fome in the fillies we caught. 'Tis very 
probable they are on their paffage to fome particular fpot. Our 
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latitude at noon was 28 deg. 8 min. and the longitude 316 deg;. 
44 min. Weft. 

From this to the 7th we had Southerry winds and moderate 
weather: the latitude at noon was 30 deg. I I min. South; and 
the longitude 321 deg. 58 min. vVeft. In the afternoon the wind, 
blew freili from the Eaftward, and the former part of the night 
was fqually, with thunder,. lightning,. and heavy. rain, which 
caufed us to double-reef the topfails and reef the mainfail; under, 
this fail we thought ourfelves well fecured for the night, but about 
two o'clock in the morning of the 8th, a moft violent fquall toek 
llS from the South VI eft; on which we handed the topfails, and 
providentially received no damage: by day-light the weather grew 
more moderate; the wind frill to the Southward. Our latitude at 
noon was 30 deg. 54 min. South. 

In the forenoon of the 9th we had a {hong breeze at North 
Eaft, and towards the eveninK the wind hauled to the Northward, 
ftill blowing very freili; in the evening it lightened very much to 
the South Weft, which caufed us to clofe-reef the topfails, re
membering the fevere [quaIl we fo lately met with; fortunately, 
however, the night continued moderate, and the loth and 11th 
we had light Southerly winds, and fine weather. Our latitude at 
noon on the 11th was 32 deg. 45 min. South;. and the.longitude 
by lunar obfervations, 327 deg.6 min. Weft .. 

During the 12th and 13th the wind blew freili at North Ealh; 
the weather tolerably fine. Our latitude at noon. on the 13th was 
34 deg. 22 mill. South. 

During, 
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During the 14th, and greateft part of the 15th, we had little 
variety, the wind and weather being nearly the fame as on the 
preceding days, with a heavy fwell from the Weaward. In the 
afternoon of the 15th the weather grew hazy, and the wind vari
able, with a lowering threatening iky; about feven o'clock the 
wind fettled at North Weft, and blew a ftrong gale, on which we 
dofe-reefed the topfails, reefed the mainfail, and fent down the 
top gallant yards. At eight o'clock we wore and frood to the 
Eaftward. During the former part of the night we had a good 
deal of lightning from the Northward. At two o'clock in the 
morning of the 16th, we again wore and ftood to the Weftward : 
the gale ftill increafing, at fix o'clock we reefed the forefail and 
-handed the topfails. In the forenoon the top-gallant mafts were 
ihuck, and the jibb-boom got in. Our latitude at noon was 36 
deg. 10 min. South, the gale ftill continuing with unceafing 
violence, attended with frequent fqu~l1s, and an exceeding heavy: 
Wefterly fwelL 

At four o'clock in the afternoon we found the pumps choaked 
up. This, in our prefent fituation, was a moft unfortunate cir
cumftance, and more particularly, as the veffel, when on the {lar
board tack, made a good deal of water: however, the ftarboard 
pump was immediately hoifted up, and, on examination, found 
choaked with fand, which had been uied as a flooring fDr the teas, 
and which, no doubt, the prefent tempeftuous weather had occa
fioned to work through -the ceiling. The pump being cleared, 
nine inches were cut from the bottom, and it was immediately got 
down again. 

The {hip's company had been for fome time at an allowance of 
water, as before mentioned; but the weather being now too ftormy 
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J7S8. to have it ferved 'ont, .every perfon helped himfelf to what he 
Mav. wanted, as ufual. 

"-v--J 

. Durin:g the night the gale fiill continued with unceafing vio-
:lence. At fix o'clock in the morning of the 17th, the main fray
fail {beet gave way, and the fail blew to pieces in a moment: at 
{even o'clock the ftarboard pump again choaked, on which it was 
.got up, cleared of the fand, and immediately put down again. 

There being great reafon to fuppofe that all the water which the 
veffel made, did not find its way to the pumps, but was ftopped in 
the fore part of the {hip by the fand, Captain Dixon came to a 
determinatiun (with the ad vice of his Officers) to open the fore
hold, in order to examine that part: at eight o'clock the fore
hatch was broke open, and about forty chefts of tea taken out of 
the hold: the tea was found dry, and in very good order, and (to 
our great fatisfatl:ion) therfl was not the leaft appearance of any 
water being lodged in this part of the veffel. 

At eleven o'clock we hoified up the larboard pump, and cleared 
it of fand, but it it was not put down again, as we were obliged 
to keep a perfon conftantly in the pump-well to clear it of fand, 
which was handed up in buckets, and if not conftantly attended, 
prefently choaked the pump. 

The gale continued during the afternoon with una bating vio
lence; the veffel laboured very hard, and made a great deal of 
'water, fo that it required every exertion to keep the pump-well . 
dear of fand. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto our people had been in three watches; but the tempef
tuous weather, together with the unlucky accident of our pumps 
choaking up, requiring a conftant and unremitting attendance, 
Captain Dixon judged proper to put the £hip's company to watch 
and watch. 

In the night, the gale rather abated; and about feven o'clock in 
the morning of the 18th, the weather grew moderate, with light 
winds, and a very heavy fea from the Southward, on which we _ 
fet the topfails, clofe-reefed. 

About 8 o'clock, found a leak under the counter, on which we 
got up a number of articles that were ftowed in the run, (being 

-in a manner ufelefs to us) and have them overboard; our obferva
tion at noon gave 36 deg. 30 min. South latitude. During the af
ternoon we had light airs inclining to calm, a very heavy crofs fea 
ihll running, which cau[ed the vella to ftrain and labour exceed-, 
ingly: at eight in the evening a frefh breeze fprung up from the 
Northward, and in the night it increafed to a gale, a heavy fea 
frill fetting from the Southward. 

In the morning of the 19th, we had a frelh gale at North vVeft, 
with frequent fquaUs; the pump-well ftill required conO:ant atten
dance, for the labouring of the lhip caufed the fand continually to 
work through the ceiling, and it was of the utmoft confeq~~_::~e 
to keep the well clear, as by that'means, the water was prevented 
£rem lodging in any other part of the ve{fel. Our latitude at 
.noon was 37 deg. 36 min. South;, and the longitude 33 6 deg. 50 
min. Weft, put the longitude could not by any means be depended 
upon; it was evident by our latitude of to-c1ay, that there was a 
firong current fetting to the Southward, and it was very uncertain 
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whether or no it did not fet us to the Eaftward at the fame time; 
however, CJptain Dixon determined at all events to frand to the 
Northward, the wind blowing frefh at North Weft. This after
noon our powder was found to be loofe and damaged, on which 
four barrels were thrown overboard, ref erving only as much as we 
might pofiibly wJ.nt for fignals or other temporary purpofes. 

From t11is till noon on the 20th, we had very little alteration; 
-tbe wind frill blew freih at North Weft with freq?ent fqualls; 
our latitude was 36 deg. 57 min. South. As we had made nearly 
a North courfe for the laft twenty-four hours, this obfervatiol1 
confirmed our opinion of a Southerly current, but whether to the 
Eaftward or Weftward, it was not eafy to determine, though we 
had fome reafon to think it let about South South Eaft. In the 
afternoon, the wind fhifted to the Weftward, and during the night 
it changed to South and South Eaft, but grew light as it came 
from the Southward. 

Early in the morning of dIe 21ft, we had a freCh b"~ze ~L't';aft 
North Eaft, on which we fet all the fail we couLd, being glad 
to embrace every opportunity of getting to the Northward and 
Wdtward. Our latitude at noon was 36 deg, 40 min. and 
the longitude 337 deg. 20 min. Weft .. In the afternoon the 
breeze frefuened, and the wind hauled to the Northward towards 
evening, blowing very hard with frequent heavy fquaJ.t." wnKil 
caufed us to hand the topfails and reef the courfes.----Towards 
morning on the 22d, the weather grew more moderate, and at 
day-li~ht we made fail, ftill ftanding to the Northward, the 
'weather hazy with rain; our latitude at noon was 36 deg. South. 

The forenoon of the 23d was very fqually, attended with rain; 
on Wll1<:11 w~ c1ofe-n:efed the topfails, and ihuck top.;.gallant 
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mafrs: about ten o'clock we were taken with a mofr violent [quaIl, 
but as we had timely taken in fail, it fortunately did us no other 
damage than fplitting our fore fray-fail. Our obfervation at nOOll 
gave 35 deg. 4? min. South latitude. 

In the afternoon the weather grew more fettled, the wind frill 
hanging to the North Wefr. Our pump-well frill required clore 
.attendance, a good quantity of fand confrantly working into it. 

At three o'clock in tHe morning of the 24th, we founded with fe
venty fathom line over a foft bottom, which {hewed that we were 
on the banks of Lagullus, on which we wore ihip, the wind light 
and variable. At day-light, the weather being pretty modt:rate, we 
made fail; at {even o'clock we fawa large ihip bearing North Eaft, 
and franding to the Northward. Our latitude at noon was 3S 
deg. 36 min. South. 

I iliould obferve that ever fiMce the bad weather came on, the 
wind had been generally at North Weft, and that whenever it 
lhifted to the Southward or Eafrward, it grew light ~ very 
variable. This had occafioned us to wear as of~en as was judged 
confifrent with our getting to the Wefrward, and it is probable 
that_ the current already mentioned had in fome meafure retarded 
our progrefs. 

During the afternoon and night we had frrong North WefterIy 
breezes and fqually weather, which kept us under an eafy fail, 
and we made occafional bo.ards as [uited our conveniency. 

At day-light in the morning of the 25th, tht;, weather being 
moderate, we made fail, the wind frill hanging at North Weft. 

Xx About 
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Altout eight o'clock the veife1 we had feen on the 24th cnme 
within hail and fpoke us. She proved to be the Lanfdowne, Cap
tain Storey, who, as has been already mentioned, got a-ground 
in the Straights of Banca, but got clear of the Straights of Sunda 
a week before us. As this veffe1 is efteemed a prime failer, it can
not be denied but that the fight of her at this time infufed frelli 
fpirits into every perfon on board, efpecially when we compared 
our bad failing veife1 to her, and found that with all her boafted 
fuperiority, a~d the time fhe had before gained on us, we were 
yet on a par in regard to the voyage. This incident brought that 
obfervation of Solomon f(elb into my n:.emory, " The race is not 
to the fwifi," &c. for we here had an inconteftible proof, tha~ 
" time and chance happene.th to aU/' 

Captain Storey informed us) that he had been beating abouf 
the Cape ever fince the 15th, which was the fame time we met 
with the gale, but did not affign any reafon for his not getting 
here fooner. Our obfervation at noon gave 35 deg. 32 miA. 
South latitude; and the mean of fome lunar obfervations 337 
deg. 48 min. Weft longitude. 

On the 26th, the wind continuing at North Weft, our Cap
tain determined to ftand to the South Weft, hoping to meet with 
a change of wind: the weather being now moderate, and tolerably 
fettled, the people were put to their former allowance of water. 
Our latitude at noon was 36 deg. 17 min. South. In the night 
the wind fhifted to North North Eaft, and in the forenoon of 
the 27th, increafed to a frelh breeze, on which we fet all the fail 
we could carry, and fteered North Weft by Weft: our latitude at 
noon was 36 deg. 12 min. South, and the longitude 339 deg.39 
min. Welt; we were deftined to enjoy this favourable breeze but.a 

Ihort 
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/hort time:, for in the afternoon the wind fhifted to the North 
Weft, blowing very frelli: and towards evening increafed to a 
:lhong gale, which continued all night with unceafing violence,. 
attended with heavy fqualls, much rain and lightning, with a 
heavy head-fea: towards morning the gale abated~ and in the: 
forenoon we had light winds and a heavy crofs fea, whi£h caufed 
the veffel to labour very much. 

For fome days previous to this gale we had got fcarcely any fand 
out of the well, and the pump was fixed in its place, but now, the 
motion of the veffel obliged us to take it up again, and we got up 
nearly as much fand as when this unlucky accident firft happened. 
Our latitude at noon was 37 deg. II min. South, the weather 
fquaIIy, with rain, the wind frill at North Weft. At eight 
o'clock in the evening, to our great joy, a frelli gale came on 
at South Weft, and during the night it blew very heavy, with 
frequent fqualls, conftant rain, and much lightning: we carried 
all the fail we could with prudence, being exceedingly anxious. 
to double this Cape. During the whole of the 29th, the wind 
blew frrong from the fame favourable quarter, and we fteered 
North Weft, and North Weft by North, as beft fuited our purpofe~ 
there being about two points Wefterly variation. 

The wind on the 30th, was equally favourable to us: in the 
forenoon 9f the 3 Ift~ the wind veered to South Eaft, frill blowing 
a fine fteady breeze, with moderate weather; our latitude at 
noon was 33 deg. 44 min. SolAh j and the longitude by lunar ob
fervation, 347 deg. sovVeft: fo that to our great comfort we now 
had doubled this hitherto formidable Cape, the charts placing the 
South Weft point of land in 34 <leg. 26lllin. South latitude, and 
34 I deg. 37 min. Weft longitude. 

X x 2 I flull 
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1788• I fhaV lay down the pen at prefent, but, if Providence per .. 
May. 
~ mit, thou ilialt have a continuation from 

AT 5EA. 1 
May 31ft• S . 

Thine, &c. 

LET T E R XLIX. 

W. B. 

H AVING reafon to think that there was a current [etting 
ftrongly to the Weftward, in the afternoon of the 31ft of 

May, we hauled by the wind, fteering North and North. by Eaft .. 

On the 1ft of June, we had" a fine breeze at Eaft, with clear 
fettled weather, our latitude at noon was 32 deg. 4 min. South. 

The pump-well having for fome time been pretty clear of fand, 
the ftarboard pump was got into its place, but fo fixed that it 
could be got up with eafe from time to time, as occafion required .. 

. , , 

The weather, during the time we were qoubling this Southern 
promontory, had not been fo fevere~ cold as we were taught to 
expect, the mean of the thermometer being about 54 deg. though 
this mildnefs probably has been occafioned by the wind feldom 
blowing from the Southward for any length of time. 

1. From. 
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From the Ifl, to the 3d of June, .we were favoured (yith a frelh 
breeze from the Eaftward and South\vard. Our latitude at noon 
on the 3d, was 29 deg. 54 min. South; in the afternoon the 
wind fhifted to North North Weft, blowing frefh with frequent 
fqualls: as we yet depended on a Wefterly current, we fteered 
North Eaft, and Eaft North Eaft, as the wind permitted. In the 
morning of the 6th, the wind gradually fhifted to the Weftward 
and Southward, which proved very fortunate, for the mean of 
feveral fets of lunar obfervations taken on the 6th: our latitude 

. (being then 27 deg. 17 min. South) gave only 346 ~eg. 24 min. 
Weft longitude. Thts plainly fhewed that our depending on a 
current fetting to the Weftward was extremely fallacious, and that 
in fact, we had met with nothing of the kind. 

The weather now grew moderate and fettled, with a fine fteady 
breeze at South South Eaft. 

Though the ve{fe! had now very little motion, yet we frequent
ly got up the ftarboard pump, and always found a quantity of 
fand in the well. 

On the 9th, our allowance of water was increafed to five pints 
per day, and the people were againyut into three watches .. Our 
latitude at noon was 23 deg. 44 mm. South; and the longitude 

352 deg. 5 min. Weft. 

From this to the 14th, nothing particular occurred. Our la
titude at noon was 17 deg. 6 min. South, and the longitude up
wards of '3 60 deg. Weft, fo that we had completely circumnavigated 
the Globe; on which account, having loft a day in our reckoning~ 
we borrowed a day; calling this (inftead of the 14th) Sunday the 
lyh of June. Nothing 
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)788'. Nothing material happened from this to the 18th:- we Kept 
~ne..",j !tanding for St. Helena l WIth a frefh South 'Eafterly breeze and 

.fine w·eather. This iihmd is plated in the charts in IS deg. SS 
min. South latitude, and 5 deg. 49 Weft longitude. At halfpaff 
three o'clock in the morning of the 18th, we faw St. Helena, bear
ing North Weft about fix leagues difiant: at fix o"clock the 
whale-boat was hoifted out, and Mr. White fent on ihore with 
difpatches to the Governor. 

On ft:anding into the road we had foundings from twenty-nine 
to nineteen fathoms water, over a muddy bdttom. 

At eleven o'clock we anchoredwhh the beft bower in nineteen 
'fathom water; the 'extreme of the Wand bore from North T! 
deg. Eaft to South 65 deg. Weft: the church South 6 deg. Weft. 

We had the plea[ure of finding onr confort the Ring George 
Jlere) and every perfon on board in good health. Many of Captain 
Portlock's people had been ill of the fcurvy, fince they parted from 
us; but by a regular ufe of the various antifcorbutics, which he 
had on board, their health was pretty well re-eftablilhed before h~ 
arrived at St. Helena. 

In doubling the. Cape of Good Hope, Captain Portlock kept 
much nearer the land than we had done~ and had not fo long a 
continuance of bad weather, fo that he arrived here fix days before 
us, and having compleated his water, &c. he intended to have failed 
this morning, but on our arrival he deferred it till the morrow. 

Befides the King George, we found here, the Lanfdowne, Cap
tain 
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tain Storey, t11l ~een, Captain Douglas, three "ther Eatt
India lhips, and a Tufcan verret. 

Our bufinefs at this iSland beiPlg principally to fill up our wa
ter, no time was loft in making every neceifary preparation- for 
that purpofe; it was no lefs neceffary for us to procure whatever 
refrefuments the iiland afforded, but we were given to underftand, 
that frefu provifions were dealt out very fparingly, owing to the. 
number of fuips touching here. 

On the 19th, we received three quarters of frelli beef, which 
was all that could pollibly be fpared us: to make amends how
ever for this deficiency, a quantity of rice, potatoes an:! L' - nr
kins were purchafed, and diftributed amongft the fhip's cv:;\ r" -,) j- J 

From this to the 23d. the people were bUlled in watering, fet
ting up the rigging and other neceffary employments: forne of 
them were daily fent on lliore to gather water-creues, cellery, and 
mint, which grow here in great plenty. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 24th, we unmoored, and 
at feven weighed and made fail, {tanding out of the road with a light 
Eafterly breeze, and clear weather. At noon on the 25th. 
James-Town bore South 40 deg. Eaft, ten leagues diibnt. Our 
paffage from St. Helena to this place afforded little variety, ex
cept that about the latitude of 6 deg. North, we- fell in with light 
variable winds, and clofe fultry rainy weather; Ou}' longitude at 
the fame time was about 27 deg. Weft. The pilot (who is juft 
come on board) informs q:e that Captain Portlock arrived in the 
river about a fortnight ago, all his people in good health. As 
I hope very ihortly to have the i)leafure of feeing thet') I fuall 
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conclude my narrative, with returning ~y gratefttl thanks to that' 
kind Providence which has fafely conduCted us to our native: 
country, after a long and tedious voyage. 

OFF DOVER, 1 
Sept. 17th. .s 





Cancer R'miuus, 

Ztilllt/1 ' .[¥JII'IIIf1 ~Vttl1l1~{',.l't!yt·...L03 • .9' ~V.°.:?, .i'irllll J'nllllttJlilt .T.rlmtd.r . 

Upper Sid" , 



Cm.lcer 1{:U.uJH1S. 

h,illlll'/ {/j.rklJlt7 ~1'i7(''''I'../~('II' . .L(Jo{9 .• V."2 . .Ei"(J1II J'rlllffIlH;';' 1J"/'111'/.,· 

C"llder Sj.l~ . 





APPEND·IX. 

No. I .. 

NATURAL HISTOR Y .. 

A T Sandwich Iflands there is a great variety of erabs and eray-.. 
fifh: one of the former was of fo fingular a make, that: 

I caufed a drawing to be made from one that I brought home; 111 

two views, from which the annexed plates were engraved .. 

It is of a pale brown colour, but was mnch dark~r when alive. 
the back is fet with fmall conical protuberances, pointing toward; 
the front. It has four legs-, and four fwimmers or pallnated legs, 
the bafes of which laft are not on a line with thofe of ~he legs, but 
placed, two of the-n on the fide of the tail, and two within it,. 
which, as well as the fwimmers and the edges of the body, arc' 
bordered with hair. The eyes are placed on tubes, and command 
the whole hemifphere: it is a male, and 1 take it to be the Cancer 
Raninus of Linnreus, p. 1039' of his Syflema NaturlZ, No.. 2. 

Yy It 
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It is in the Coll,eaion of !faac Swainfon, Efq. of London. 

At the fame iflands are great plenty of beautiful fuells, fuch as 
Y'Prcea 'IigriJla, Maurifilma, 'I'alpa, and others of that genus; 
and numbedefs fpecies of the {maller kinds, of which laft the na
tives form necklaces, bracelets, and other ornaments: one of thefe 
necklaces afforded a fingular fpecies of the Helix genus of Linnreus, 
which I was informed is 2 frefu-water {bell. It is outwardly 
fmooth, has feven fpires, and is of a black-brown colour, except 
the tip, which is pale-yellow: the infide is fmooth and white, and 
the mouth is margin~ted within. It is remarkable for a knob or 
tooth on the columella, but which does not wind round it, con
fequently excludes it fr<?m the Volutel genus of Linnreus, to which. 
at firft fight it appears to be related~ As I prefume it to be a 
fpecies hitherto undefcribed, I have taken the liberty to give it the' 
the trivial name of Apex Fuf.va, or the Yello'w 'Tip. A figure of 
it, in two views, is given in one of the following plates .. 

Specimens of this kind are in the Leverian Mufeum. 

At the mouth of Cook's River are many fpecies of fuell-filli,. 
moil of them" I prefume, non deCcript; and of aU which I fhould: 
have endeavoured to have got fpecimens, had bulinefs permitted. 
Among the bivalves we noticed fome of a large fpecies, of the 
cardium, or cockle genus; half a dozen· of which would have' 
afforded a good fupper for one perfon; but for a repaft of that 
kind, our men preferred a large fpecies of the Solen genus, which· 
they got in quantity, and were eafily difcovered by their fpouting; 
up the water as the men walked over the fands where they inha
bited: as I fuppofe it to be a new kind I have given a figure of it 
in the annexed plate. 'Tis a thin brittle fuelJ, fmooth within and 

I without:, 





1. Tu:rbo.Apex:Fulva.;7'OlIl SandwiclLmands. 2. So1enl'atul:w .;7'om Cools lliver..N.IY.Coafr ,,/America. 
JI"j1YAu11U M .. A£I-ti6;.!UIb ~¥ (ilpC.fJi'.ro"J)",:-/~.tA'l88. 



A P P "E N D I X. No. I. 

without: one valve: is furnlilied with two front, and two lateral 
cteeth; the other has one front and one fide tooth, which flip in 
b~tween the others in the oppofite valve: from the teeth, in each 
valve, proceeds a {hong rib, which extends to above half.way 
acrots the fhell, and gradually lofes itfelf towards the edge, which 
is fmooth and {harp. The colour of the outfide is white, circu
larly, but faintly, zoned with violet, and is covered with a fmooth 
yellowifh-brown epidermis, which appears darkeft where the zones 
are: the infide is white, {lightly zoned, and tinted with violet and 
pink. The animal, as in all fpecies of this genus, protrudes be
yond the ends of the fhell very mnch, and is exceeding good food. 

A fine fpecimen of this kind is in the Collection of J oha 
Swainfon, Efq.of the Cufrom-Houfe, London. 

We (aw alfo, on this coaft, a kind of mufcle, in colour and 
fuape much like the common eatable mufcle of Europe, but 
-differed in being circularly wrinkled, and a great deal larger. One 
valve I faw at ~en Charlotte's Hlands, meafured above nine 
inches and an half in length. 

With pieces of thefe mufcles, fharpened to an exquifite edge 
and point, the Indians head their harpoons, and other inftruments 
for fifhing. They faften them on with a kind of refinous fub ... 
~ance. 

At Falkland's Iflands we met with a cunous kind of fhell of 
the Anomia? genus of Linnreus, of which, though the fpecies are 
numerous in a follil fiate in moft parts of the globe, few have 
been difcovered recent, or frefh from the [ea. One only of this 
fort was before known in Europe, which was brought over by my 

Yy2 late 
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A P P E' N D r X. No. I .. 

late worthy Commander, the much regretted Captai'n Cook, l~ 
his firfr Voyage round the World-: it was in the- Portland Mufeum" 
and was named by the late- celibrated Dr. Solander in his MSS~ 
defcription of the theHs- of that fplendid cabinet Anomia venoflT" 
which fpecimen is now in the colleCtion of M. Calonne,. of Lon-

don. 

This kind (as do all that al~e properly of this genus) adheres 
to coral rocks, by a ligament that comes from the animal through 
the hole in the larger valve. 

The internal ftruaure (peculiar to- fhells of this genus) is very 
fingular, and confifts of two teftaceous rays~ which commence 
near the hinge in the leffer valve, where they adhere; from whence. 
leaving the thell, they proceed to near the edge, then bend to
wards the other valve, and turn back to their commencement,. 
where they unite: this internal part is very delicate, and breaks 
upon the fmalleft touch, but is thicker in the part neareft to the 
larger valve. The thell takes its name from certain parts of the 
animal, which run in a branched form along the infide of the 
fhell, which being held to a ftrong light, or a candle, gives it a 
beautifully veined appearance. The outfide ig fmooth, and of a 
pale brown colour. 

The fpecimen from which the engraving was made, IS 111 the 
private colleaion of Mr. George Humphrey, dealer -in natural 
curiofities, Albion-ftreet, near Black-friars Bridge, London. 

U nderftanding, after I came home, that fome of the birds I 
brought with me had not been engraved, though defcribed by 
authors, particularly the new fpeties by ]\1r. Latham, and pre ... 

fuming 
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{bming that plates of them, done from correCt drawings, would 
be no [mall embeIlifhment to this work,. I have therefore given 
the figures of four of the moa curious, and with rvlr. Latham's 
permifIion have annexed their defcriptions, as printed in his Sy
nopfls of Birds. 

YELLOW TUFTED BEE-EATER', 

Latham's Synr;pfis, vol. ii. p .. 683' No. 18. 

H Size of a lark: length from bill lotail fourteen inches. Bilf 
an inch and an half long, pretty much bent, and -tharp at the 
tip; the noftrils covered with a membrane: tongue divided into 
threads -at the end: the general c-olour of the plumage is gloffy 
black: the feath~rsabout the head and throat iliort and pointed-: 
beneath each wing is- -a large tuft of yellow feathers; which do 
not appear when the wing is elofed: on the vent is another patch 
of the fame colour :. the tail is greatly cuneated; the two middle -
"feathers are feven inches in length, and the outer ones only two 
inches; both the outer feathers are white on the outer webs and· 
tips, the others black; - the ends are pointed: tht: legs are black: _ 
the outer and middle toes 'connected to the firft joint . 

. cc Thefe birds are met with in plenty at O-why. hee, and others of-
the Sand'wich !Jles; at which place the natives catch the birds alivcJ 

and, after plucking out the yellov\' feathers, give -them their li
bertyagain, making ufe of the feathers in thelr vari,)us ornaments 
and .dreffes; beautiful fpecimens of whieh -may· -be ieen-- in the 
Leverian Mtifeum." 

Thus far Mr. Latham; to which I take t!le liberty to add, that 
the fl)ecimen from which the annexed engraving was made, dif-

2 ferred 
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ferred from that defcribed by him in having all the tail feather~ 
fpotted with white at the ends; probably his was either a hen or 
a young bird. 

The fize is a little reduced in the engraving, In order to get 
it within the compafs of the plate. 

\YHITE \VINGED CROSS-BILL. 

Latham's SY110pjiS, vol. iii. p. 108. No.2. 

H The fize of a goldfinch: the bill is of a dufky horn colour: 
noftrils covered with briftles of a pale buff colour; at the bafe of 
the bill, from eye to eye, a ftreak of brown: the feathers on the 
head, neck, back, and under parts, are whitifu, deeply margined 
with crimfon; and, as fome parts of the white appears not fully 
covered with the crimfon, gives the bird a mottled appearance: 
the rump is pale crimfon: the vent dirty white: the wing is black, 
marked with a bar of white hom the fhoulder, pailing obliquely 
backwards, and a fecond bar, or rather fpot, of the fame below 
that, but only the inner half: the fecond quills are each of them 
tipped with white: the tail black: legs brown. 

" I have received this both from Hudfon's-13ay and New-rork.", 

The bird I have figured differs from Mr. Latham's in fome par
ticulars; it wants the crimfon colour, and the brown bar between 
the eyes, fo that it is certainly a hen, differing from the cock ex
actly as in the fommon crofs-bill kind. 

Mine was thot at Montague-Jjland, on the North-We.ft Coafl of 
America. 

,'. pATA.: 
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PATAUONIAN WARBLER. 

Latham's Synopfis, vol. iv. p. 434., No. 26. 

~.( This is a large fpecies: length nine inches: bill one inch and 
a quarter, a little bent at the tip; colour black, with cinereous 
edges: the upper part of the body, and tail, cinereous; beneath 
paler, marked with white ftreaks: chin and thrQat white: over' 
the eye a ftreak of the fame: the wings dark afh colour, marked 
with pale brown, and a bar of the fame acrofs the coverts: the 
quills have brown edges: outer tail- feathers white: legs black: 
toes long:. hind toe and. claw long and ftout. The female, or' 
what is- fuppofed fuch, has fewer ftreaks of white on the breaft. 

" Inhabits Terra del Fuego. Met with on the fla-beach, and is 
:fiIppofed to live on jhdl-jijh or fea-'lvorms. 

~' It is apt to vary both in fize and length of bill." 

Mr. Latham· is of opinion, that the bird I have figured is the 
female. It differs from the above account in being cinereous 
throughout, exc€pt the throat, which is dirty-white, fpotted with; 
a cinereous colow', and that it is a native of Falkland's ljles. 

JOCOSE SHRIKE .. 

Latham's Synopjis, voL i. p. 175. - Lanius jocq/ils Linnai Syjlema 
Natura; i. p. 138 . 

. cc Size of a Lark: length feven ~nches and a half. The bill is''' 
blackifh~ rather ftraighter than in moft of the genus, and fur
nifhed only with a very fine notch near the tip: the' crown of the 
head is black, except fome long, brown-black feathers, which form 

a creft: 
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!Ii crrefi: fides, of -the' head" throat, and fore:.part of the m:d:" 
-white: from each corner of the mouth is a black line-, contiInled 
backwards: tinder em;h· eye is a {mall fpot of lively red: the: upper 
parts of the -body are brown; the under parts dirty-white vent 
,red:- on the }~wer part of the neck and breafr a kind of a br<l1N11I 
;mand-:- quiHs browlll.: the tail is much cuneiform in fuape; in co
-lour brown, bat the four outer feathers. 0111 eac;h. fide hav.e w.hite 
'tips :. legs and claws black.. 

~, This is a Chinife bird,. and called in thofe parts. b~ the name of 
Kowkaicon:' 

I had a pair of thefe birds, which I bought in Canton" and kept 
alive tin I go~ off the Cape if Good H~pl!'. They would eat rice, but: 
were fondeft of Cockroach€s, with whic.h I principally fed them. 
I believe their death was owing to negleCt, occafioned by the haLl 
weather we experienced at that time.. 



Lal.uus Jocofus. £,il. S.J.rr.~7flt.J.>...L.18. ;;Jr.°..L. 
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APPENDIX. No. II. 

TABLES of the ROUTE of the KING GEORGE and QYEEN 
CHARLOTTE, the Variation of the Compafs, and l\1eteorological 
Obfervations during the Voyage. 

N. B. In thefe Tables, the Situation of the Ships at Noon is ret down, and the Variation. 
a5 obferved fome Time the fame Day. 

TABLE 1. 

From St. Jago to Falkland's Hlands. 

Latitude LoD~itude VariatioD5 ~ • 
Time. :=>" Winds, Weather, and Remarks. North. Weft. '" \\- ~ft. ., 

? 
--- -

1785' 
r;) , 

0 
, 

0 
, 

t) , I 

Oct. 29~ 14- 4 8 ' 8 I.!. ~ North Eail. Moderate wind, and cloudy 
Noon. 2 weather. 

30 13 20 23 06 9 20 80t I E. h. S. Moderate and clear. 
3 1 1 1 34 22 40 80 I From E. to E. h. N. Ditto. 

Nov. 1 10 06 22 15 10 16 8. ~ Ea£l:. Pleafant weather; at night, light-
mng. 

8 46 83 ~ E. S. E. Moderate and cloudy, with 
2 22 14- ditto. 

3 8 00 22 °5 82 , Variable and fqual1y. 

7 42 21 51- 8., ~ Ditt?, with thunder, lightning, and 
4 .) ram, 

S 7 38 22 02 84 ! Variable and fqually, with rain. 

6 7 22 °°11 I 02 82 ~ Ditt~, with thunder, lightning, and 
14 ram. 

A 
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TABLE 1. Continued. 
Route of tbe King George and- QEeen Charlotte f~oln 5) t. J ago to 

Falkland 'os Hlands . 

Latitude Longitude Variations ....:J 
Weather, and Remarks. Time. =- Winds, (l) 

North. Weft. Weft. ~ 
---

1785' 
q , 

0 , 
0 . o • I Eaft. Squally, with thunder, Iight-Nov. 7. ~ 6 ~1 21 45 80 Noon. ning, and rain. 

8 5 29 22 1.0 81 IE. S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
9 5 28 21 40 9 30 81 Variable. Squally, with rain. • 

10 S 24 21 30 82 I Ditto. Cloudy, with rain. . 

II 4 3~) 21 20 81 ~ Vari~ble. Squally, with lightning and 
ram. ' 

12 3 36 22 II 80 ! Ditto. l"refh breezes, and cloudy. 

1'3 2- 24 23 00 82 ~ S. E. Ditto, and clear. Saw fame wiI~ 
ducks. 

I 14 ! 22 22 30 9 ~6 80 S. E. A frefh breeze, and cloudy. ! 

15 0 32 25 29 80 S. E. b. S. Ditto weather. 
Sou~h. 

16 0 22 26 14- 80t S. E. b. S. Moderate and cloudy, 
q I "7 27 0:2.' S 58 78t IS .. E. A frefh breeze, and cloudy. 
~H 3 °9 28 03 78- DItto. Moderate and cloudy. 
J9 4 45 29 22 7St I s. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
~o 6 30 30 10 75 S.E.h.E. Ditto weather. 

21 7 57 30 45 
~ E. S. E. Frefh breezes. Saw a fail to 

79 the eafiward. 
I 

78 E. b. S. Ditto weather. 21 9 42 31 OO[ 

23 1 1 28 3 1 :z 5: :2 ~8 80 Eafi. Moderate and cloudy. 
:08 I 

.) 

E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and clear. 24 , ~ 32 051 79 ~, 

25 14 45 32 3°! 80 Ditto. Ditto weather.-
26,6 39 33 00

1 81 ! E. N. E. Frefh breezes and dear. 
::'.71 18 I 

Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. 

28

1

20 
32 

~! ~;i 79 
Ol 81 ~ Variable. A frefh gale, under double-

34 501 
reefed topfails. 

29 21 18 80 I Variable. A frefh breeze, and clear. 
3021 55 35 231 79 Ditto. Light breezes, and cloudy. 

Dec. 122 31 35 47 Eaft. Ho r Variable. Light winds, and clear. 
223 12 36 20\ 3 , 38, 79 N. N. E. Light airs, and fine weather. 

• 
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I----~----------·--------------------------------------~~ 
TABLE I. Continued. 

R.oute of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from St. Jago. 
to Falkland's Hlands. ' 

----.-----,--------..,-----.---------~--~-----.----

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 'it 
South. Weft. Eaft. ~ ::: 

vVinds, Weather, and Remarks. 

--- -0·1 , --
I i II 5' 0 . 0 o • 

Dec. 3, ~ 
~4 46 37 26 75 ~ Variable. Frefh breezes, and cloudy, Noon. 

4 2 5 18 38 ~I 76 Ditto. Ditto, and hazy. 
5 ~5 26 38 40 5 25 7~ S. S. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 
6~6 16 39 o~ 75 S. E. Moderate and pleafant weather. 
7~7 46 40 ~7 73t I Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. 

8 ~9 39 .p 35 6 15 
I ~ E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

71
2 A fwell from E. S. E. 

93 [ 33 44 If 71 I Ditto .. Frefh breezes, and clear. 
10 3~ 56 45 14 72 I Variable. Ditto weather. 
I I 33 16 44 36 7° Ditto. A fhong gale. 

3+ 36 16 67 
~ Variable. Moderate and clear. A head 12 45 °9 11 fea from the S. S. W. ; 

13 36 °9 46 21 75 IN. W. Strong breezes, and clear. , 
14 36 36 47 00 7° I w. N. \V. Light winds, and cloudy. 
15 37 43 48 °7 7~ N. E. Ditto winds, and clear. 

16 38 35 48 49 q. 
~ N. N. E. Moderate and hazy. A great 

01 7 I number of ,vhales round the !hip. 

I7 39 S3 50 03 
I ~ Variable. Frefh breezes, and thick wea- . 

71
2 ther. 

18 40 26 51 20 74 
~ Ditto. D~tto, and a heavy fea from 

the S. E. . 
19 .. p OJ 52 07 63 Moderate and clear. Saw fea birds •. 
20 +2 3° 53 16 69 vv.N.W. Frcfh breezes, and clear. 

21\44 00 5+ q 63 Variable. A heavy gale, and high [ea. 

28 53 36 57 
~ S. W. to Weft. A ftrong gale, and 

, 22(5 cloudy. Some whales in fight. 

53 36 15 35 57 
~ Variable. A heavy gale, and crofs fea. 

23 46 ~ 24 Saw a feal. 

24 47 02 53 42 81- ~ S. vV. to ~ eft. A. ftrong gale, and 
4:t hazy, wIth fmall ram. 

25:48 14 53 40 5 I i Variable. A frefh gale, and doudy. 
A~ 
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TAB LEI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from St. Jago 
to Falkland's Iflands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude variations\ ~ 
South. Weft. EaR. ~ 

Winds, Weather. and Remarks. 

17 85. 0 
, 

Dec. 26 ~ 
Noon, (9 

10 

27

1

48. 35 

28 48 37 

29
1
49 18 

30150 31 

3 1 50 04 

1786• 
Jan. ISO 34 

I 
2'50 4-0 

35 1 02 

45 1 10 

5151 12 . 

-
0 , 0 

, 

52 55 

53 26 19 26 

54 42 • 

55 52 

55 55 
56 SO 

57 10 

58 00 

58 49 . 
59 40 

59 54 

" ' I 
I S W. S. W. A frelh breeze, with rain 

4922 at times. 
S Variable. A frefll gale, and cloudy. 

47 i Some whales in fight. . 
S Weft to South. Thick fqually wea-

47 i there 
S Variabl.e. Frelh breezes, and cloudy. 

50 i A heavy head {ea. 
49t 1 Ditto. Squally cloudy weather. 
45 Variable~ Heavy [qualls, with hail. 

{

' Ditto. Frelh breezes, and thick hazy 
48 weather. Great numbers of feaIs 

and penguins round the lhip. 

{

At three A. M. faw the land S. E. b. S. 
50 to S. b. W. Frelh breezes, and'hazy, 

wind variable. 
S Variable. Light winds, and cloudy, 

52 i with rain. 
.S2 1 Ditto. Freili breezes, and cloudy. 

SAt eleven o'clock this day came to an
i chor in Port Egmont . 

1

1 N. B. The mean of the' Thermome
ter, w hen among thefe iflands, 
54 degrees. . I 
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TAB L E II. 
Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte from Falkland's 

Hlands to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
South. Weft. Eafl:. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-------
1786. 0 

, 

Jan. 23,1 
Noon. J 51 35 

24 52 03 

25 52 40 
26 53 39 

27 £4 51 

28 55 28 

29 56 00 
3° 56 48 

31 57 52 

Feb. 158 7 
258 09 

359 24 

1---1----- ----.--------------------------
o • I 0 , 0 I I 

rSouth. Light ~:inds~ and fine we~thcr. 
54 l New Wand 10 fight, S. E. Dlfiant 

three leagues. 
60 54 

62 49 

62 39 
62 19 
62 20 

S N. W. Frefh breezes and cloudy. No 
5 3 ~ land in fight. 

00 So I Ditto. Light breezes, and foggy. 

~ W. S. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
5 1 Seals and penguins round the fhip. 

rVariable. Strong gales, and {qually, 
with lightning to the S. W. Staten's 

50 i Land, W. S. W. Diilant fix or 
l eight mi!es. 
S S. S. W. Strong gales, and fqually. A 

4 7 ~ heavy {ea. ' 
43 I Variable. Ditto~ ditto. 
43 I Wefi. Frefh gales. and hazy. 
44 SS. W. to N. W. Moderate and hazy. 

~ A heavy fea. 
6 43 S W. N. W. to S. S. E. A frelli breeZ'e, 

3 40 ~ and hazy. . 
64 5525 36 43 'Variable. A frelli breeze, and cloudy. 

66 13 ~'. ,4,$ j~i~~~: ":~1h ~~~~~a~d fquully, with 

.. ' .,~~"n!~·t~~W~·t~ S. W. b. W. Strong gales, 
460 ... 1:1.:.67 -'1 0 43 < <lnd a heavy fea from the weftward. 

~.s S}J 21 67 18 42 ! Variable. Fre1h gales, and cloudy. 
S W. b. N. FreCh breezes, and fine wea-

6
1
60 . os 69 35 26 10 44 ~ ther. 
I 45 S Variable. Ditto, with rain. A heavy 

7160 . J 5 7 I 30 ~ {well from the.s. W. 
I S Ditto. Fiefh breezes, and fqually, with 

. 8/59 44 71 So 45'2 ~ rain. 
u 
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Route of t11C 

TAB L E II. 'Continued.'. 1 
King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Falkland'~ 

Hlands to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
South. Weft. Eaft. ~ 

Winds, \Veather, and Remarks. 

- ----- --- -----------------------:--
'786• " '? 'Q ' Q' I 

Feb. 91 S Variable. Freili breezes. A heavy fwell 
Noon. J 59 °9 73 13 2 7 14 44 2 from S. W. 

10580273442835 40 ~Sof~~,,~~W.s.W.Strongbreezes,and 
I I S6 32 75 09 42 ! S. W. Strong gales, with hail. 
I" 56 S S. S. W. to W. N. W. Freili breezes,; 

... 37 75 37 43 2 and cloudy. I 
1356 46 7752 41 SN.W. Freilibreezes,andfqually,with; 

2 rain. . I 
1455 44 79 47 4-41' ! s. W. Moderate and cloudy. I, 

6 8 46 ~ W. N. W. Ditto, ditto,faw fome l,' 
IS 5 19 0 51 ~ili. ' 
1656 II 8r 1 ° 45 W. b. S. Light witlds, and cloudy. ' 
I7 55 56 82 19 45 W. to S. W. b. S. Ditto, ditto. 
1855 3 I 82 3026 20 441' i W. to W. b. N. Squally, with rain. 
1955 2b 8249 G SWe~. Frefhbreezes,andcloudy,with 

4 2 ram. 
2 0 55 
21 55 
:2254 
2353 
2453 
2553 
2652 
2752 
. 2 8 52 

March 15 1 

25 0 

348 

446 

'2,6 8318 46 Variable. Stronggales,andfqually. 
40 81 54 45 Weft. Ditto, ditto. .' 
° 5 8 I' 40 441' Ditto. Freili breezes, and clear. 
15 81 52 45 Ditto. Ditto, ditto. 
12 82 12 46 \V.N.W. Freili gales, and hazy. 
17 83 34 47 N. W. Strong gales, and hazy. 
49 84 50 47 Weft. Heavy gales, and fqually. 
14 82 43 471- IN. W. Strong gales, and cloudy. 
14 84 34 48 Ditto. Frefh breezes, and cle.ar . 
S6 84 42 47 IN. N. W. Squally, and cloudy. 
16 83 41 17 02 46 I W. N. W. Ditto, with hail. 
31 82 39 48 ,Weft. Squally, with rain. 

5
2. 

82
43 SW.:t:-J.W. Frefhgales,andhazy,with 

5° 2 ram. 
S 45 36 80 54 51 i Weft. Frefh and clear. 
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TAB L E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Falkland's

Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
South. Weft. Eaft. ~ 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

--~---~-----------I.-----I----I 1786• 0 ' 0 I 0 ' 0' 

March 6 ~ 
Noon. S 4S 

7144 13 

844 44 

9.!44 17 
10 43 24 

81 40 

81 43 

82 56 
82 37 

1143 1083 0 4 

12\42 26 83 15 
1343 07 84 51 
14 42 46 84 43 I 3 
1542 04 85 16 

I 16 40 35 86 07 

I7 39 36 87 15 

1837 58 88 30 

t - I 9 36 5 I 88 44 

89 00 20 36 34 

21
1
36 

22i35 10 

12 89 0 I 

89 35 
1. 3134- 08 

24133 25 

90 52 9 

91 30 

2532 27 92 40 

2631 4 8 94 10 

2730 46 95 35 
2~129 2 I 97 35 

52 W. S. W. Light breezes, and hazy. 

53 Ditto. Ditto, ditto. 
1. S W. N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

S5 zl A fwell from the N. W. . 
56 j W. s. W. Hard fqualls. 
53 I W. N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

S W. S. W. Moderate and cloudy, with 
57 l lightning. 56-rl Variable. Hazy, with rain. 
58 N. N. W. Ditto, ditto. 

50 57 :\ Variable. Foggy, with pin. 
58 Ditto. A frell! gale, and hazy. 

J S S. S. VY. Ditto, ditto. A fwell from 
5 I -:q the S. W. 
57 I Weft. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
60 S Variable. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fwell 

~ from the S. \"1. 
ISS. S. W. to S. S.~. Light breezes, and 

59z l cloudy. 
6 ISS. S. W. Ditto, ditto, and fine wea

l there 
6\ I w. s. W. Light winds, and cloudy. 
622 \' "V. h. S. Moderate, ditto, ditto. 

17 64t S. b. W. Ditto, ditto. 
6 S S. S. W. to S. S. E. MoJerate and 

5 2 cloudy, with rain. 

{

Eaft. Light winds, and cloudy. Saw 
67 a fail to the N. vV. but Jid not fpeak 

her. 
70 IE. S. E. Moderate and clear. 
73 IS. E. to Eaft. A fine breeze, and clear. 
7 2 Eaft. Fre1h breezes, and cl::lldy. 
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TAB L E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Falkland'ts 

Iflands to the Sandwich Hlands . 

TIme. Latitude 
Soutb. 

Winds, Weather, and Remark's~ 
.., 

Longitude Variations ~ 
'-' elt. Eall:. ~ 

--- __ ,_. ---,-----------------,------,---1 
17~6. 0 '0 0' 

:'-iar. 29 ( 8 6 
1oo.T (2 02 98 33 30 
J.~oon. ) 

" ' I 
71t~E. N. E. Frefh breezes, and clear. 

30 26 
3 1 25 

39100 02 
08100 51 
28102 08 

72 Eaft. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
5 00 71 t Ditto. Pleafant weather. 

73 E. b. S. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
73 E. N.E. Ditto, ditto, rain. 

April 1 23 
221 
3 20 
4 19 
5 IS 
61 7 
7 17 
816 

46103 34 
27 104 48 
19105 00 
07 106 31 
32107 0 9 
2I 107 23 
4710800 

59 108 43 

03 1°9 30 

53 110 00 

72t Ditto. PIcafant weather. 
74 ,N. E. Ditto. ditto. 
73 E. b. N. Frelh breezes. and clear. 

3 4-4 73 N. N. E. Ditto, and doudy. 
75 Ditto. Light winds, and clear. 
73 N. E. Ditto. Saw dolphins and birds. 

75 
S Ditto. Light winds, and cloudy. A 
2 fwell from the S. W. 

75 I N. E. Light winds, and clear. 
74 . Variable. Ditto. Saw birds and fharks. 

12 12 14 1 I I 11 76 E. S. E. Frelh breezes, and clear. 
13 10 221 12' 09 77 E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. 
14- 8 44 112 54 4 27 78t'l S. E. Frefh breezes, and c1oudy~ 
15 7 05 [13 40 79 Variable. Ditto, and clear. 

9
1 ~ E. N. E. Frefh breezes. Saw fith and 

165171144-5 7-
2 birds. 

17 3 09 [IS 38 80 _ Eaft. Ditto. Saw feveraI turtle. 
18 I 27116 10 81 S. E. Squally, with rain. 
19 00 05 116 00 79t Variable. Cloudy. Saw fome turtle. 

North. 

20 I 1
9

'1 116 24 78 S Ditto. Light winds, and cloudy. Saw 
- ~ feveral fharks round the fhip. 

21 2 35~II6 30 5 00 79 !S.S.E. Light winds and clear. 
22 3 37f

1

1I 6 40 81LS Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. Great quan-
2 2 tities of birds round the fhip. 

23 4 34;1 I7 23 78 I Variable. Squally, with rain. 
1 ________ ~I __ . ______________ ~ __ ~ __________________________ ___ 



·A P P.E N D I X. No. II. 9 

TAB L E II. Continued. , 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Falkland's 

Iflands to the Sandwich Illands. 

Time. LN~:%,.e Lo;;?:~de v'>!;.rn~,1 ,! Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 
, I , -;;S6-. - -Q---' -,,---, -0 -7" --;-:- \ -.:.---------. 

~~~:: ~ 5 33 I I7 50 78t ~ Variable. ,Freih breezes, and hazy. 
25 6 08 I 18 22 79 IS. W. to Weil:. Light wind, and rain. 26 6 30 I 17 40 78t I Weil: to N. W. Ditto, and cloudy. 
27 7 80 S W. S. w.. Light winds, with lightning 00 I 17 30 2 and ra111. 
287 20118 19 5 IS 8I f ,Variable. Ditto, with lightning. 29 7 43 I 19 09 80~ , N. E. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 

• 30 8 "20

1

' [20 20 is S N. N. E. Squally, with rain. sawl' 
I 2 dolphins and birds round the ihip. 

May 18 53112140 79 !N.E. A fine breeze, and clear. 
\ 80 S N. N. E. Ditto weather. Saw feveral 2 9 441122 42 < turtle. 
I 45124 08 79 I' N. E. b. N. Fre!h breezes, and cloudy, 

I ~I 2S 32 77 Ditto. Ditto weather. 
14:126 53 771:,' N. E. b. N. Moderate, and clear. 
25127 47 8 I Ditto. Squally, with rain. j I ~ N. E. Ditto, and cloudy. Saw forne 71 15 501128 45 72 1 turt :e. ' 

817 04129 57 5 50 7 I t Ditto. Freih breezes, and fqually. 
9118 151130 44 72 N. E. b. E. Frefh weather. 

1019 30\~3I 40 70 ,N.E.b.N. A frefh gale, and rain. 1119 55133 08 7It!N:E. Fr.eihbreezesandcloudy. 1220 03 134 37 6 I7 70 DItto. DItto, and clear. ' 

J
Eail:. A fine breeze and cloudy. As 

yet we faw nothing of Los, Majos, 
13 20 09 136 17 7 I or any other of the iflands as laid 

l down in this latitude and longitude by 
the Spaniards. 

14,20 09138 04 7 I ! Eail:. Freih breezes, and cloudy., 
15/20 08;140 01 7I~ I Ditto. Squally, with rain. 
16 19 59 142 10 72E. h. N. Ditto, ditto. ~----~~~~--~--~~--B 



to ·A PP"EN'DfX. No. n~ 

TAB L E II. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from. F~lk1and' s . 

Hlands to the Sandwich Iflands. 

Time. I Latitude Longitude Variationsl it 
South. Weil. Eaft. ~ 

r Winds, Weather; and Remarks. 
I '"' 

. 1786• -o-'~-o--~-;--'----;-;-I '" 

~%~? ~ 20 '0214402 73 IE. N. E. A fine breeze, and clear. 

t 

I 
I 
! 

181 9 57 145 52 74t I E. h. N. Moderate, and. cloudy. 
19 19 5714644 7St Ditto. Lightbreepes,andflear. 
20.20 05148 02 74 ~aft. Moderate, and ditto. 
211 1 9 4414930 . .; '75 E.N.E. Light breezes, with rain. 
22[19 18i l 51 40 74 Ditto. Moderate, and cloudy. 
231 1 9 10153 IS 75 E. N. E. Freih breezes, with rain. 

{

E. b. N. Ditto, and hazy. At noon 
24 19 26154 16 76t the N. E. point of Owhyhee, bearing' 

N. t w. three, or four leagues. 

7 
S E. N. E. Moderate, and doudy. South 

4 ( point of Owhyhee E. b. S. nine miles. 
75 I Variable, and light. Clofe in ihore. 

{

We S. W. Light breezes, and cloudy. 
77 At one P. M. came to anchor in Ka-

rakakooa Bay, Owhyhee. 



A P PEN 0 1 X. No. JIAI • 

TAB L E III. 

1 

II 

Route. of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte whilfi: at the 
Sandwich Iflands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks~, 

1----1---,-----1---1----,-----,------------

, 

, 17 86• ,:~ 

MaY 2 9, ~ 
Noon. S 

30 20 

31 21 

June 12I 

5 21 

, 
.' 

,,'.6 21 
, 

721 
., J _ 

821 

45 

14 

16 

15 

33 

45 

o , 0 
I 0 I I 

8 S Variable. Light breezes, and cloudy. 
o? Karakakooa Bay N. E. b. E. 

{

From S. W. to N. E. Light winds. 
8 00 78 The bluff head on Ranai N. b. W. 

difiant three miles. 
156 41 

l57 45 

g:I S Variable. Light breezes, and cloudy. 
7 2( ThQ S. E. part of Woahoo W. S. W. 

I SEe N. E. Frefh breezes, aed clear. 
792 2 At anchor in \Voahoo. 

7
8 S Eafi. Ditto, ditto. South point of. 

( Woahoo Eafi fix leagues. 

{

Ditto. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
77 South end of W oahoo W. N. W. nine 

or ten leagues. . 

{

' E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 
79 South point of Oneehow E. b. N. 

f North. 

57j
l6O IS 

S E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and dear. At 
78 ( anchor in Yam Bay. Oneehow. 

l. "+ 1e $ ... & • 



12 A P PEN D I X,' No. \U. 
.' . 

TAB L E IV~ 
-

Route / of the King George and ,Qgeen Charlotte from 'Sandwich 
Hlands to Cook's River, 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. .Daft. 1..' ~~ Winds, Weather. and Remarks. 

'7 86• Q 

June 14, ~ 
Noon. 23 

. 
15 24 
16 1,5 
I7 26 
18 27 
19 28 
20 30 
21 31 
22 32 

23 33 

24 34 

25135 

26136 

27 38 

28:3 8 

29
1

39 

301 4-0 

July 141 

242 
, 

344 

4'45 I 

5:45 
6'4-5 

-------I-----~~--·----------,--------------------I 0 I 0 -
10 160 45 10 

29 160 02 
27 160 57 
32 161 22 
49 161 07 
53 161 00 
06 160 41 15 
()4 160 10 
02 159 41 

34 15 8 50 

21 158 35 

56 157 32 

57 156 30 

14 155 34 

49
1

154 13 

311 53 05 
1 

371 53 37 

31
1
151. 06 I7 

48(52 06 

011152 04 

02150 10 
,27:149 22 

59J 48 06 1 

I ~ I r 

{

E. N. E. Light breezes, and cloudy. 
09 78 The high land on the South part of 

Oneehow bore S. E . 
77 IE. N. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
76f Ditto. Moderate breezes, and clear. 
77 'Ditto. Ditto. with rain. . 
76t E. b. N. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 
76 Eafr. Ditto, ditto, with rain. 

10 79 E. h. N. Moderate breezes, and clear. 
76 Variable. Ditto, ditto weather. 
77 S, S; E. Moderate breezes, with rain. 

8 S S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and fqually. 
7 ~ A heavy fwell from the We1tward. 
72t! Variable. Squally, with rain. 
69 S We~. Strong gales and fqually, with 

2 ram. ' 
6 S W. N. W. Ditto, ditto. A heavy 

3 2 fwell from W. N. W. 
62t! Weft. Frefh breezes" and hazy. 

S N. W. Ditto. ditto. A heavy N. W. 
57 2 fwell. 
57t ! Ditto. Frefh breezes, and ditto. 

57 
S W. N. W. A freih gale, and thick 
2 weather. 

20 56t I Ditto. Ditto. 
59 S S. W. Frefh breezes, and foggy. Saw 

2 a feal, and a log of wood. 
56 S Sout~ to W. ,h. S. A freih gale, with 

2 ram. 
50 . N. W. Frcill gales, and hazy. 
49 Ditto. Ditto, and foggy. 
47+ N. 'V. Squally, with rain. 



A P PEN' D I X. No. II. IJ 

. ",' . TAB L E IV. Con.tinued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich 

Hlands to Cook's River. 

Time. \ 
Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. Eaft. ~ 

Winds; Weathe~. and Remarks. 

-----------------------------------
I7 86. Q 'g '0 '~.' I 

July 7, ~, 6 S N. W. to S. h. W. Light winds, and 
Noon. S 14 141147 27 50 ~ hazy. 

8
1

47 31147 53 54 I Variable. Frefh gales, and hazy. 
9

1

49 381148 55 48t Ditto. Ditto, and foggy. 
S S. W. to S. E. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 

1 °5 1 24149 35 19 30 47 ~ Paired a log of wood . 
. {S: S. W. A freih gale, and foggy. 

1153 II 149 35 46 Paired feveral pieces of wood, and 
forne rock-weed. 

12

1

54 

13154 

1)55 

IS 57 
521'148 00 

04149 22 

341151 04 

45151. 06 
I 

39,152 10 

6 1 S W. N. W. Strong breezes. Saw fe-
4 '2 ~ veral flocks of birds. ' 

S N. W. to Weft. Ditto. Paired a log 
47 2 of wood. 
, S W. S. W. A light breeze, and thick 

·45 2 fog. 
47t I S. W. Moderate, and foggy. 

rDitto. Frefh breezes, and foggy. At 
4

8 
J (even o'clock faw the land, bearing 
") N. W. b. W. {even or eight leagues 
L diftant. 

47 I Variable. Freill breezes, and foggy. 

4
8 S Ditto. Freill breezes and hazy, with 

2 rain. The barrm iilands N. W. 
I {' Variable. Freill breezes, with rain. 
I +7 . At anchor off Coal Harbour in Cook's 

River. . 

N. B. Mean of the Thermometer in 
Cook's River sSt deg. 



A P PEN D I X... No.-If. 

~~-----------------------------------------------~-~~~ 

T' A B LEV. 

Route of tile King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Cook's River 
along the Coafi:, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time. Latituqe Longitude Variations Winds, Weather, and Remarks. N orth. Weft. Eaft. 

----;1----------------~-----------.---~ 
1786• 

, () 

Aug. 13 ~ 8 59 
Noon. S 5 

, Q 

, ~ 'IrVariable. Light airs. The Sugar Loaf 
on one of the barren iflands bearing 

S7 -< S. W. diftant three leagues. Cape" 
Elizabeth W. *' N. feven or eight 
miles. 

06150 II 

2)149 59 2+ 30 

S'-"T. S.W. toW. b. N. Moderatebreezes, 
54 l and thick weather. 
58 I Variable. Thick, hazy weather. ' 

{
N. W. b. N. to W. S. W. Light winds, 

1959 .12 

~o 59 00 

ZIS9 10148 24 

15148 00 

57148 00 

2459 47 1482Q 

25:59 12147 3 1 

26~8 26 1 46 39 
2759 001 45 43 28 

S7t and hazy. Sounded in S2 fathoms .. , 
Small ftones and fhells. . 

, {I Variable. Light winds. Saw the land 
, S4 N. b. E. t E. diftant three or four 

miles. 

{

So S. W. Light winds, and hazy. At 
s31 anchor off the S. W. end of Montague: 

me in 43 fathoms. 

{

Variable. Light winds. At half paG: ~ 
fix weighed and made fail, the land 

59 N. E. b. N. diftant feven or eight. 
miles. ' 

S7t l Eaft to N. E. Squally, with rain. 
S N. E.. Frefh bret:zes, and thick rainy 

5S ( weather. 
S.3t I Ditto. Ditto, fqually, and a heavy fea. 

S Ditto. Strong gales and cloudy, with 
53 l rain. 

S Eaft.. Moderate. Saw Montague Ifiand-
52 l N. W. t'V. five or fix leagues. . 
53 Variable. Light breezes, and foggy. . 
54t E. N. E. Lightwinds, and cloudy. 

J 0 57+ Variable. Moderate, and cloudy. 



AP'PENDrx. No. U. 

----------------.--------------------------~----~ 
TAB LEV. Continued. 

Route of the King George and OEeen Charlotte from Cook's River 
along the Coafi, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ;! 
Sout~. Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

------ --- ------
1786. Q 

Aug.28, ~ 
' Noon. 59 

29 58 

30 58 
3 1 58 

Sept. I 58 

258 

358 

458 
558 
658 
758 

I 
857 

957 
I 
1 10 57 

, t II 56 , 
12 56 

13 56 

14 57 

15 57 
16 56 
17 55 
18

1
53 

-

, 0 , 
0 

09 1 45 I7 

,J45 47 
281144 42 
27143 49 
54 142 10 

49 140 44 

23jI39 08 

321
139 03 

151138 44 
26138 36 
os 137 48124 
35 137 12 

53 138 00 

42 137 42 
46 137 07 

50
1

136 39 
50 136 41 

06 136 09 

13 1 36 23 
50

1
1 36 10 

I S 136 14 

46 133 53 
. , 

, 

00 

i 

o ' 

{
N. E. Frefh breezes, and fqually. Saw 

58 the land bearing W. t N. diftant I I 

L or 12 miles. , 
S E. N. E. Frefh breezes, and hazy. A 

5 5 ~ heavy head fea. 
54 Variable. Frefh breezes, with rain. 
531- Ditto. Light winds, and cloudy. 
54 S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

S Vari~ble .. Frefh breezes and fqually, 
5 3 ~ with ram. ' 

! S North to S. W. b. S. Ditto, ditto. A 
S 3'2 ~ heavy fwell ti'om the Eaftward. 
53t Variable. Moderate, and cloudy~ 
54 Ditto. ditto, with rain. ' 
53t . E. b. S. Light winds, and rain. 
S 3 I Variable. Frefh gales, and fqually. 
S 3 Ditto. Ditto, ditto. 

S S. b. W. Frefh breezes, and hazy. Sa'w 
54 ( the land, bearing N. N. E. 
54 I Variable. Strong gales, and fqually. 
52t Ditto. Heavy gales, and thick weather. 

I S E. N. E. A frdh gale. Saw the land 
532~ N. E. b. E. 
52 I South. Strong gales, and rain. ' 
" {I Ditto. Frdh breezes, and cloudy. Cape 
521' Edgecombe N. 60 deg. E. difiant I J 

or 12 miles. 
58 I Variable. A heavy gale, and h~zy. 
5 I Ditto. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 
sot i W. s. W. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy. 

S N. W. Frefh breezes, and clear. ;Saw 
51 < the land. 



16 -A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

TAB LEV. Continued. 

Route of the King George and' Qgeen Charlotte from Cook's River
along the Coafi:, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time b,;"d, 1100';"'" v,,;,,;o", ~ • North. \Veft. Eaft. ~ 

~86-. --11--:- " -, 1-0-, -, Q '~I -------------•. ----

S;r~~~~·'~51 5611331724- 18 55 ~N.\V. Frefhbreezes, and hazy. 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

20'5 I 6131.25 59 ! Ditto. Frefh breezes and cloudy. 
I I ~ N. W. Light winds, and clear. Saw 21 50 45 12.9 50 57 

'2 two Wands, bearing N. 53 deg. E. 

2 3\49 5 I 127 52 

2449 28 

. ' 

2749 20 

6 S N. N. W. Moderate - breezes, and 
5 ( cloudy. The land in fight. 
S6 S N. W. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 

2 Woody Point N. 69 deg. W. 

{

' Variable. Squally, w.ith rain. King 
_ 57 George's Sound bearIng N. E. three-

- or four leagues. 

{

' Variable. Light airs, and cloudy. 
53 North point of the Sound North, 63 

deg. Eafi, difiant nine or ten miles . 

{

Variable. Heavy gales, with thunder, 
611 lightning, and rain. Saw the land 

from N. W. to Eafi. 
rVariable. Squally, with heavy fhowers 

l
' of hail and rain. Extremes of the 

53 land from W. N. W. to E. b. S. A i 

heavy fwell from S. S. W. 

{

Variable. Squally, with rain and hail. ' 
57 The point of the Sound North, 65 

Eafi, difiant {even or eight miles. ' 
S W. N. W. F refh breezes, and fine wea-

:2.949 15 127 3520 00 62 ( ther. The entrance of the Sound N. 
I • 40 deg. E. I I leagues. 

I ~ South. Light airs. A hs:avy fwell from 
532 i N. W. 

O n. lli'7 53 1 "'-9 4-.~ 57 ISS, W. Frefh breezes, and hazy. A 
{"L. f' .,. 2 ~ heavy head {ea. -

-------------~~---~--------~---------------------~ 



, 
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~, ___ .~o ______ ~~ ______ ~ __ ' ____________________________________ _ 

TAB LEV. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Q3een Charlotte from Cook's River 

along the Coafi, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands . 

. TilUe. Latitude Longitllde :Vmiations I ~ 
" North. Weft. Eafi. I :: Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

, i ::: 
I 

~~~~~, ~14°6 ;0 I;~ 1'0 ~--'--~6~ I S. S. W. Moder"e breezes, and dear. 

345 4 11 30 02 59 IS. W. Freil1 breezes, and cloudy. ' 
I s N. W. Moderate breezes, with rain 

4/44 561 30 46 61 ( and fog. 
o 06{3

1 
I 0 sNorthtoS.S.W. Lightwinds,andclou-

.s 44 0 41
1 9 '2. 71 59 ( dy. A heavy fwdlfrom theW efiwarl.l. 

·643 07 13 0 52 I 57 I South. Frefh breezes, ",ith rain. 
7 43 08 13 1 59 1 561- I Variable. Strong breezes, and foggy. 
842 34 131 22 56 I S.W.b.S. SqualIy,withlightning&rain. 

5813106 SS.S.Vv'. Ditto, with rain. Aheavy 
9 4 I 5 9 ~ fwell from the V\' eihvard. 

1040 33 13 1 14 59+ I Ditto. Frelh .gales, and fql:lally. 
I 139 26131 22 60t Variable. Frelh breezes, and cloudy. 
1238 43131 00 {)4- IS. S. \V. A frelh gale, 'with rain. 
T337 '0213447 53 SW. N. W. Ditto, ditto. A fwell 

. ( from W. S. W. 

1535 
16 36 
17 3S 
1 t: ? ,)4 
19r34 
20'34 
21 134 
22134 
23 133 
2433 

321 33 52 

57\133 20 
04 1 33 45 
54

1

1 35 14-
40136 06 
28'136 51 
23 1 38 25 
"13 141-00 

00141 06 

42142 Y 2 

21 143 02 

00143 36 

39 1 43 50 

6 I S W. N. W. Frefh breezes. Several 
22'l fharks round the fhip. 

67 IS. s. E. Light winds. ' 
671- S0~th. -1'Ioderate breezes, and cloudy. 
69 Variable. Light winds, and rain. 
68 North. M.oderate and hazy, with rain. 
67 Variable. Frefh breezes, and clear. 

\ 68 S. b. E. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy. 
71 South. Frefh breezes, and fqually. 
72 ,Ditt0. Ditto, ditto. 
7 I t I S.S.E.Freihbreezesandcloudy,withrain. 
71 S. E. Moderate and ha~y. 

I ~ S. S'. E. . A fine breeze, and cloudy, 
7· l wlth ram. 
71 i Ditto. Ditto, ditto. 



18 A P PEN D I X. No. If. 
------.-----------'-----------------.. -~-~-~~~ 

TAB LEV. Continued. , 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Cook's River, 
along the Coafi, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. ! 

f 

-------- ----~----~---~-~--------------------------

Winds, \Veather, and Remarks .. L "d I "dV"" ..., aUtu e ..ongllu e arlatlons ::r 
North. Weft. Eaft. ~ Time. 

------------- -----------------------
1786• \} \} , 

0 \} , I 
Ott. 27, ~ 

46 [~S. S. E. Fre!h breezes, and fine \vea-
Noon. 32 27 145 27 I I 7 12 there 

28
1

32 03 144 58 74 S. E .. Moderate and cloudy. 
293 1 05 146 04 72 E. S. E. A fine breeze, and cloudy. 
30 29 48 [46 06 72t S. E. Freih breezes, with lightning. 
31 29 05 147 59 9 27 71 Ditto. Ditto, and fqual1y. 

Nov. I 28 17 148 42 73 Eafi. Moderate and cloudy, with rain. 
227 18 149 03 72 IE. b. S. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
326 06 149 28 73t Eafi. Ditto, ditto. 

4124 56 ISO 00 ~ E. b. N. Freih breezes, and pleafant 

5124 
73 weather. 

32 ISO 27 73 I E. S. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 
6\24 03 ISO 35 7[t Variable. Freth breezes, and rain. 

7123 151' 5 I 18 70t I S. E. Moderate and cloudy. , 
823 7'1. I South. Light airs, and rain. 01 15 I 13 

9122 54 151 24 6 ~ Variable. Strong gales, and fquaIIy. 
, . 7 Caught fome dolphins. 

10 22 35 151 00 6.1. ~ Ditto. ~eavy fqualls. with lightning, 
7 2 and ram. 

I I 22 05 151 10 ~ Vari~ble. Freih gales.,and fqually. with 
75, ram. 

12 21 30 152 04 77 
~ Ditto. Moderate breezes. A fwell 

from the S. E. 

13 20 36 151 50 75 
~ N. N. E. Ditto, ditto, with fine wea..-

ther . 

14 20 061 52 39 
. 7 I ~ Eaft. Moderate breezes. Caught a 

52 large fhark. 
rE. N. E. Light winds, and clear. At· 

IS 20 07 153 20 79 five in the afternoon, faw land W. 

16 80 
S. W. 12 or 13 leagues. 

155 I I E. S. E. Moderate. Clofe in fhore. 

- • » : 



A P PEN D I X. No. n . 

. T A" B LEV. : Continued. 

Route of the Kihg "George- and Q.geen Charlotte from Cook's River 
along the Coail:, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands~ 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ;} 
North. Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

17 86• 0 
, 

NOV.I7, ~ " N ,20 
oon. I 14 

1820 08 

19 

20 20 52 

21 21 10 

22 '21 12 

23 21 30 

24 21 33 

25 21 28 

26 21 25 

27 21 32 

28(, 21 

"-

0 . 0 . 

! 
" 

__ --'-'-____ " ___ -'-_____ 0 ______ _ 

o • I 
S Variable. Light airs. Off {hore three 

91 ~ miles. 
80 S S. E. to S. W. Light airs. Mowee 

~ bore North. r Variable. Strong gales, and cloudy. 
84 ~ The S.W. end ofOwhyhee, S. b. W. 

l' Lightning, thunder, and rain. 
rFrom W. S. W. to N. W. Frelh 

75 ~ breezes, and fqually. Lightning all 
L round. 
fw. s. W. Strong breezes, and fqually. 

80 -< The extremes of Mowee from S. IS 
L deg. E. to S. 60 deg. W. 
S Variable. Squally rainy weather. Weft 

74 ~ End of Mowee S. 6S deg. W. 

{
E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 

78 South end of Morotoi S. 8 deg. E. 
I S or 6 leagues. 
S S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

79 ~ The Eaft end of Mowee S. 2S deg. E. 
8 I S Variable. Light wind s, and clear. Eaft 

7 "2 ~ end of Mowee S. E. S leagues. 

{

' S. S. W. Moderate and hazy. The 
79 Eafl: end of Mowee S. 20 deg. E. 8 

or I 0 leagues. 

J S. W. Squally, with lightning and 
78f

t 
rain. The S. E. end of Morotoi 
S. 24 deg. W. 

77 weather. The bluff head on Mo-
{

Variable. Moderate breezes, and fine 

rotoi S. W. by. "V. 13 or 14 miles. 

C 2. 
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TAB LEV. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Cook's River 

along the Coafi, and from thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Varation 
North. Weft. Eafl:. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

--86- ~'-Q --,I -Q--' -Q'-'-I ------------.-
I7 • 

, {Eaft. Light .~vinds, and cloudy. The 
Nov. 29? 21 26 
Noon. S 

3021 20 

79 Eaft end of Wahoo' W. S. W. 9 or 
10 leagues. 

{

Variable. The Weft end of Morotoi 
791- S. 45 deg. E. At five this after-

noon came to anchor at Wahoo. 

N.B. From this to the 15th of March, 
1787, the mean of the Thermome
ter, 75 deg. 
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TABLE VI. 
Route of the King George· and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich 

, Iflands to Prince William's Sound. 

Time. 
Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 

" North. Weft. Eaft. ~ 
Winds, Weather. and Remarks. 

_________________ 1 ____________________________ -------------

'787' " " , " 

Mar. IS ~ 
N 21 oon. 

1622 

1724 25158 II 

1826 06158 18 

J() 27 
2028 
21 28 
2229 
23 2 9 

2413 1 

25
1
33 

2QI34 
I 

271.3 6 
2bl37 
293 8 

3° 39 

3
1
139 

April 140 
242 

)44 

4'46 

5
1

46 
614 I 7 

24 1 58 17 
46158 22 
59 158 53 
101 58 27 
26 159 38 

17 159 20 

I7 16o 17 

59 159 3° 
02159°1 
181 58 48 
37 156 58 
321 54 52 

23 154 2 5 

12 15358 
211 52 34 

°4 1 5 1 59 

° 511 5 I 1°
1 

501' I 50 20 18 

2] 149 571 

" ' I 
fE. S. E. Moderate breezes, and plea-

Sot) fant weather. Extremes of Atoui 
" from N. to N. 35 deg. W. 

77 i S.S.E. Frefh breezes, and fine weather. 
.!j South to W. N. v:'. Frefh gales and 

772 2 cloudy, with ram. 
S Variable. Heavy gales and fqualIy, 

75 l with rain. 
70 S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and fqually. 
69 S. W. Moderate and cloudy, with rain. 
7 [t N. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 
68t IN. b. W. Ditto, ditto. f 

67 N. E. Light winds, and pleafant'~,:eathcr. 
611. S E. ~. E. Strong gales and fqually, 

'2 ( WIth fogs. 
65 I South. Ditto, ditto. 

~ S. b. W. Frefh breezes, and thick ha-
63 h zy 'weat cr. 
59 S. S. W. Ditto, ditto. 
64 Ditto. Freih breezes, and fine weather. 
65t S. S. W. Ditto, ditto, ditto. 
52 Variable. Strong gales, and fqu:l.lly. 

S N. W. Ditto, ditto. Saw a ieal, and 
45 ( fame birds. 
48-t I S. S. E. Strong gales, and cloudy. 
5 + I South. Frefh gales and fqually, \\ ith rain. 
21.~S, S. W. Strong gales, with rain and 

5 2 ( thick weather. 
551 IS. s. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

10 1.~ Vari~ble. Freih gales and {(lually, with 
432 ( hall. 
48 I Variable. A heayygale,and thick weather. 
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---..,-------. ---.-, .. _-*-* --.' ---~. ~- ----------------
TAB LEVI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from Sandwich 
Iflands to Prince William's Sound. 

Time. 

IfS7· 
April 7 ~ 

Noon. 

L . JilT - • ! I'T .. " ...:; a_tltu e L{m~tr\ll 8 anations go 
North. ,Weft. Eaft. I ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

,~~----~----------- , 

" 
, p 

47 

, ., 

39 
" ' ~I N. N. E. Moderate and hazy, with hail. 
39 Saw gulls, divers, and other birds. 

847 

2 I II 48 

38(4-7 23 
S N. W. Freth breezes and cloudy, with 

37 2 {now. 

948 

10 50 

I I 51 
12 52 
13 54 
14 55 
15 57 
16 58 

I7 58 
18 59 

19 57 
20 58 
21 59 
22 59 
23 59 

24 59 

25 

r 

35 147 20 

02 147 08 

23 147 16 
46 146 00 
02 147 00 
37 146 34 
IS 146 28 

09 146 36 

08 146 27 
03

1
146 50 

41 146 14 

43 148 06 
03 148 42 
01 149 06 
°9 147 55 

4711 48 40 

i , 
I 

19 

19 

I S From S. to N. Frefh breezes and ha-
422 ( zy, with rain. 

ISS. S. W. Strong breezes, and thick 
412 ( weather. 
40t', Variable. Thick, foggy weather. : 
37 Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fine weather, ; 
41. Variable. Frefh breezes, with {now. 

34 35t Weft. Frefh breezes, and fine weather. 
33 . W. S. W. Ditto~ ditto, and cloudy. 

00 S N~ N. W. Strong gales and [qually, 
25 2 with {now. 
32t I' N, b. W. Frefh breezes, and {qually. 
36 Variable. Frefh gales~ and {now. 

I S From South to Weft. A heavy gale, 
352 ( with {now. 
39 I Variable. Freih breezes, with {now. 
35 I Eafi:. Strong gales, with {now. 
34 E. N. E, Squally, with {now. 
35t Variable. Ditto, ditto. 
36-L S Ditto. Frefh breezes, and hazy. Saw 

2 ( the land from N. h. W. to W. b. N. 
6 S S. W. At anchor in Prince William's 

3 ( Sound from this to the 15th of May. 
I 

I N. B. Mean of the Thermom~ter 54 
degrees. 
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TABLE VII. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte (after parting Company) from 

Prince William's Sound to Port Mulgrave. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
North. Weft. Eaft. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

----------------.------------------
1787' 

0 , 0 , 

May 15, ~ 
59 48

1 

Noon. 

16(9 281 45 20 

5211 4; 54 1758 

18 59 ~9!144 08 
19 59 34: 143 38 

20 59 0911 43 34 

21 59 21 141 34 

22,59 22 139 50 

23 

24 

0 

29 38 

o , I I 

iFirft part variable, latter S. W. Light· 
I I winds, and clear. Cape Hinchinbrook 

43"21 N. 65 deg. W. Great numbers of 
whales in fight. 

S S. S. W. Light winds. Kaye's Wand 
43 2 N. b. E. 50 fathoms water. . 

5 Variable. Moderate, and cloudy. Se- ~ 
47 ( veral whales in fight.· 
41 I Eaft to S. E. Ditto, and hazy. 
41 IE. N. E. Light winds, and hazy. 

~
. Ditt~. Frefh breezes and cloudy, with I 

42 ram. 
I 

S Variable. Frefh breezes, and hazy wea- I 

43 { there 
S W. s. W. Light winds.! Land from 

42 ( N.N.W.toE.b.N.zN. 
S Eaft. Light and variable. Warping the' 

43 { !hip into the harbour. I 

42 Eaft. At anchor in Port MuIgrave. 

N. B. From this to the 4th of June, 
the mean of the Thermometer 46 
degrees. 
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TAB L·E . VIII. 
Route of the QEeen Charlotte from Port Mulgrave to 

Norfolk Sound. 
____ ~---~------~~------------------I 

Latitude !LOngitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. Eait. ~ Winds. Weather, and Remarks. Time. 

---- ---
17 8;. Q 

, ., , 
0 

, 
Q ' J {So E. Moderate and cloudy. The 

June 4,} 6 North pointof Port Mulgrave North,\ 
Noon. 4 85 deg. Weft. Ofr ihore five or fix 

. l miles. 
{Variable. Light winds. Land from 

43 
E. N. E. to W. b. N. Off fhore 

5 four or five leagues. Numbers of 
, whales round the ihip. 

659 13 140 
4°1 47 

~ E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy. 
Land from North to W. N. W. 

75 8 ~ Eaft to E. N. E. Frefh breezes, and 
°5 1 41 06' 44 hazy, with rain. 

59i I41 857 25 42 Eaft to S. E. Light airs, and hazy. 

9 57 09 142 12 45 Eaft. Moderate and hazy, with rain. 
10 56 49 140 1 1 44 I Variable. Frefh breezes, and hazy. 

136 '1.627 
rN. W. to Weft. Ditto, and cloudy. 

11 57 13 59 4S l At two o'clock this afternoon faw 
Cape Edgecombe. 

12 57 °3 135 36 49 
~ W. N. W. Moderate and hazy. 'At 

I 
anchor in Norfolk Sound. 

N.B. Mean of the Thermometer, 
whilfi in this Sound, 48 deg. 
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----... , ------..... ,--~-------------~------.. ,. 

TAB L E IX. . _ I 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coafi, 

and thence to the Sandwich Iflands. 
----~--~---~----~-~------------------

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ;i 
North. Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, W eJ.ther, and Remarks. 

----
1787' 

Q , 
" 

, 
" 

J une2 3, ~ 
Noon. 56 48 135 35 

24 56 35 135 00 

25 

2.6 56 30 

27 55 52 135 12 

28 

29 55 18 134 30 

30 55 12 134 23 

July 154 22 134 0024 

254 14 133 12 

3154 19 

4'54 141 1
33 23 

)53 1.1.1-4 81 

I 
I . 
! 

I I 

, 

27 

'28 

I 

" ' 

IN. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy wea-I 
ther; Cape Edgecombe N. IS deg.j 

50 Weft; the neareft !hore three or fouq I miles off. At fix o'clock this after- ~ 
L noon came to anchor in Port Banks. 1 
S W. N. W. Freih breeies, and cloudy. 

49 2 At anchor. 
50/ S. S. W. Ditto weather. At .mchor. 

{ Va~iable. Light winds, and foggy at 
sot times. !he entrance of Port Banks 

N. E. diftant five or fix leagues. 
S W. N. W. Freili breezes, and doudY'l 

49 2 Hazy Wands N. t E. 
S Variable. Squally, and foggy. Off 

+7 2 1110re four or five miles. 
3 ~ Ditto. Fre111 breezes, and thick hazy 

474 ( weather. 
S South to S. W. Light winds. The ap-

50 2 pearance of an inlet N. 58 deg. E. 

{

W. to W. S. W. Frefh breezes, and 
clear weather. A deep bay Eaft, and 

50 land to the Eaftward in the fame at 15 
or 20 leagues difiance. 

S Variable. Fre!h breezes. A number of 
5 I 2 c~noes alongfide. 
491- I Variable. Light winds. Clofe in 111Ore. 

~ Ditto. Di.tto. Ditto, trading with the 
52 ( Indians. . 

{
N. W. to VI. S. 'V. Light winds, and 

50~ rai.n. Diftance off thore three or four 
mIles. 

I 

I 
D 
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TAB L E IX. Umtinued. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coafi, 

and thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

Time. uti,"d, /LoOg',"d,iV'''''''oo, ;;l I Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 
North. Weft. I Eaft. ~. __ 

'7 87. 0 '-1- v --, 1-0--- 0 ' I - -
IJu1y 6,~, 1 rSW' N. W. Moderate breezes, and 
I Noon. S;5 3 3 +: J 33 3 I 5222 cloudy. The natives alongfide trading. 
II 753 2S;133 19 51! I N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

" . S N. W. Frefh breeze~, and cloudy. 
l 8:53 02;! 2 Some canoes alongfide. 

I ' ~_I ~ N .. W. Fre.fh breezes. Off fhore three (/~2 5+ 132 2.8 5' L I 
, - " "'2 or lour ml es. 
i , ~ N. W. Ditto. and hazy. Saw fame 
\' 1°52 4S, 53 

' whales. Off !hare 10 or 1 I miles. 
! r" IS W. N. W. Frefh breezes. Off fhore I I 115 2 52

1
13 2 

20 50 2 ( two or three miles. 
125 2 03: 13 1 16 52! I W. N. W. Afrefhgale, and fqually. 
I 3: - '2 1-, I S N. W . Moderate, and hazy. Off !hare 
'I) 53 ( two miles. Several canoes alongfide. 

I 1+5 1 48:,13 1 12 S01.S W . N. W. Fre!h breezes, and foggy. 
1 I 2 ( Several canoes alongfide. 

15:5 1 47 1 50:!, I W. N. W. Frefh gales, and foggy. 
16:5 2 02: i 53 iN. W. b. W. Ditto, and ditto. 

I I i ~ Ditto. Frefh breezes, and foggy. Off 
175 2 

I 11 I 54 2 {hare two miles. 

1 8!5 I 461, I 3 I 3 I ! 5 I 1. ~ N. W. Di~to weather. Off {hare three 
2 ( or four mIles. . 

19151 57 56 S N. W. Fre1h gales. and foggy. Off 

I 
( thore three or four leagues. 

20.5 2 01 S N. W. Freih gales, and fqualIy, Off 
51 (. ihore three leagues. 

21i51 54 53 !Ditto. _Ditto. Aheavyfea. 
I 10 -,1.SN. W. Freih breezes, and hazy, Se-

2. 
2

1

5
2 

5.) 2 ( veral canoes alongfide. 
23:5 2 13 5 S N. W. Moderate, and hazy. Off {hare 

1 I ~ three or four leagues. -
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TAB L E IX. Continued. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coafl:, 

and thence to the Sandwich I:flands. 
____ -~--~---~---~---c----------------------------

TI"me. \ Latitude I~ongitude Variation>;3 W' d W h d R k 
-".T h W ft Eft ('!) 111 s, eat er, an emar ·s • 

. __ 1 nort. ___ e_.___ a. _~ _____ ..:... __ _ 

17 87- 0 Q I 0 I Q ' I 
July 24,2 I ~ N. W. Moderate, a.nd clear. Several 
Noon. S 522l canoes alongfide. 

I ~\V. N. W. Liboht breezes, and cloudy. 
255 1 47 1295°1 53 i I Off !hore four or five miles. 
26: S \\T. N. W. Light breezes, and hazy. 

2953 00 

Aug. 15 2 10129 42 

55 lOft' {hore three or four miles. 

{

' Variable. Light winds. Saw land to 
58+ the Eafl:. Several canoes alongfide. 

Off !hore eight or ten miles. 
( Variable. Light winds. In general we 

.L \ :fi~d th~ current fetting to the South, 
572<L wah pIeces of wood, grafs, and weeds I 

_ floating pail:. 

[

Variable. Moderate, and clear. Saw 
land at four -o'clock this afternoon, 
bearing N. N. W. at 19 or 20 leagues 

• I' difiance, which is the fame land feen 
512

<1' from the North end of thefe i11ands. 
Soundings this day from 14 to 25 fa-

L 
thoms, fand and fmall black il:ones. 
Several canoes alongfide. 

{

So W. Light winds, and hazy. Great 
quantities of drift-wood and weeds 

57 floating pail: the !hip. Off !hore three 
or four leagues, Several canoes round 
the !hip. '-

S Variable. Light winds. Off !hore 12 or 
54- l 13 miles. 

{

' N. to N. W. Light winds, and hazy. 
53t Offfhore.twoIor thiee leagues. Cape 

St. James S. 2 W. 

i 
D 2 
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TAB L E IX. Continued. · 

Route of the Qgeen Charlotte £i'om Norfolk Sound'along the Coafr~ 
and thence to the Sandwich Hlands. 

L . d . d i,r ., -3 
T · atltu e Longltu e'y anatlons ::;-

Ime. North. Wdt. I Ea!t. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

~-. - -0---;-'-0---;--;--' --;;-;-1 
J 7 rVariable, with light winds and foggy 

Aug. 2, ~ i' weather. A heavy fwell from the 
N 57 Southward. Cape St. James S. S. W . . oon. I 

I L three or four leagues. 
i {Variable. Light winds, and hazy. At 

50: 5S 1 I A. M. the rocks off Cape St. 

\ 
' James W. b. S. four or five miles dift. 

T S South to S. \V. Moderate; and cloudy. 
091

129 10 5522 Saw land bearing S. 40 deg. E. . 

5 I 
6' S W. S. W. Frefh breezes, with fog. 

S 2l A heavy fwell from the Weftward. 
649 48128 06 s6t \ N. N. W. Frefh breezes, and foggy. 
""j\+9 S Variable. Light airs. Woody Point 

39 57 2 North fix l~agues. 

r
Ditto. Ditto. King George's Sound 

N. 77 deg. E. diftant 14 or 15 miles. 
6.L~ Spo~e the fhip Prince.of Wales, Capt. 

52
1 

Colmett; and the floop Princefs Roy
al, Capt. Duncan, from London, be-

949 30128 10 

10 47 50129 29 

II\45 .55)13 0 S8 

L longing to our owners, all well. . 
S. S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

We learned from the fhip and floop, 
who had left King George's Sound 
the day before, that Capt. Portlock 

60. was not there, and that no furs were 
to be met with; fo at half paft nine 
A. M. we parted with them, they 
fleering for <l!!een Charlotte's IfIands, 
and we home by way of China. 

57 IN. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

5
6 S W. N. W. Ditto, and pleafant wea-

2 ther. 
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----~-~------------------------~-----------------------

. TAB L E IX. Continued. 

Route of the Q8een Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coafr, 
and thence to the Sandwich Iflands. 

Time. L:ltitude Longitude Variations 
North. V,efl:. Ea!t. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

------------------------------------
1787. 

Aug. 12 ( 
Noon. ~ 44 

Sept. 

-

1343 

1443 

IS 42 
16 4 1 

1740 

18 38 

19 37 
20 36 
21 34 
22

1

33 
233 1 
24 29 

25 27 

26 26 

27124 
28

1

2 4 

29123 

3°122 
3121 

120 

2)20 

" 

22(3 1 S9 

33 il 31 59 

02i, 32 06 
30132 16 
401131 0016 

081! 33 26 

53 133 10 

35 136 50 
071'35 49 28136 20 
09137 20 

39!138 28 
35/ 139 27 

37/ 140 08
1 

9 
12'141 08, 

57 141 55 

04 143 96 8 

21 144 06 6 

26 145 °9 
44 146 13 

54 147 36 

01 150 03 

• o· I 
~ N. W. Frefh breezes, and fine weather. 

, 59 ( A fwell from the WeD:ward. 
~ Variable. Modera.te, and fine wea 

64 ( ther. 
6 I S Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. A heavy 

2z( fwell fron the Weit. 
65 I Weft. Moderate, and cloudy. 

16 64-4- Variable. Light winds, and hazy. 
6 ~ N. E. to North. Frefh breezes, and 

5 2 cloudy. 
66 S N. W. to North. Ditto, and fine wea 

2 ther. 
69 N. N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. 
67+ Ditto. Ditto, and ditto. 
69 N. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
691- N. E. Ditto, and ditto. 
68 Ditto. Frefh breezes, with rain. 
67+ E. N. E. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy. 

18 68 ~ N. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudv. A 
( fwell from the N. E. J 

70 IN. E. to E. N. E. Ditto, and ditto. 
S E. N. E. to Eafi. Moderate breezes, and 

7° ( cloudy. 
37 7 I IN. E. to Eaft~ Moderate, with rain. 
06 I_d N. E. Moderate breezes, and fine 

7 2 2 weather. 
73 IN. E. to Eaft.. Squally, with rain. 
75+ N. E. Moderate, and fine weather. 

S Ditto. Fre{l1f, breezes, and pleafan 
75 2 weather. 
74t iN. N. E. Sq ually, with rain at times I 
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TAB L E IX. Continued. 

Route of the ~een Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coafi, 
and thence to the Sandwich Hlands. -

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ;l 
I\: orth. Weft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather. and Remarks. 

----1---------_·_----------_·_---------
1787' 

Q 
, 

Sept. 3, ~ 
Noon. 19 55 

4 1 9 56 
5120 04 

" 
, 

15 2 09 

153 43 
15+ 41 

" o ' I 
I S E. b. N. Frefh breezes. and fine we a-

751: ( there 
76 N. E. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 
7 sf Variable. Ditto, and ditto. 

N. B. At five, A. M. faw Owhy
hee. At noon, the Eail: end S. 
t W. 10 or I I leagues. 

TAB LEX. 

Route of the ~een Charlotte while amongfi: the Sandwich Iflands, 
, and from thence to China. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. Eatt. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

_____________ 0.-....-. ______ • ____ --:;:-'" _~ ______ --__ 

o , 0 I 0 I 

Sept. 6, ~ 2.0 Noon. 

13 

IS 

" ' 1 
rVariable. Squally, with rain at times. 

8 11 At two P. M. feveral canoes with 
I hogs and bread-fruit alongGde. Off 

thore [even or eight miles. 

{

' Eafi. Moderate, and cloudy. Standing 
82 off and on trading with the natives. 

Eafi point of Owhyhee S. 50 deg. E. 

{

Ditto. Freth breezes, ~nd clear. Stand-
80 iog off and on. South point of 

. Owhyhee South two or th~ee lTliles~ 
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TAB LEX. Continued. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte while amongfi the Sandwich Hlands, 

. and from thence to China. 

Time ""'.uk ILoog"'d' V,,''''O", ;l • North. Weft. Eaft. ~ 

------- ------- ,-----.-~------------
1787' Q '0 , Q • Q ' I 

{

' E. N. E. Firfl: part, frdh breezes; lat-
S;rt. 9, ~ 20 30\ 81 ter, light winds. Weft end ofRanai 

Winds, V/eather, and Remarks. 

oon. N. 10 deg. W. 14 or 15 miles. 

1021 16 

fN. E. Moderate breezes, and cloudy. 
8 I I At I I A. M. anchored in the R1Y, 121 South fide of Woahoo, in eight fa-

L thorns water. ' 
80 S E. N. E. Strong breezes, and cloudy. 

~ Getting in water. , 
81 S Ditto. Strong breezes. Cornpleated the 

~ water, and employed in getting "vood. 
83 S E. N. E. Freih gales, and cloudy. At 

~ five A. M. under fail for Atoui. r:\,. >!. E. l:ight breezes, and cloudy. 
77+1 ~. vy. pom~ of Woahoo N. S3 deg. 

\ E. ddrant eIght leagues. r Varl.abl~. Light breezes. King's ~ount, 
SI 1 AtoUI, N. W. b. W. t W. eIght or 

l nine leagues. 
Sled N. N. E. Light \vinds, and fine wea

.! ~ ther. Several canoes alongtide. 
8 L) E. N. E. Light winds. At anchor in 

22 ( Wymoa Bay, Atoui. 
8 ~ S. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. The 

3 ( king, with his attendants, on board. 
S ~.E. N. E. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 

2 ( U mier fail for China. 
""8' ) Ea!1:. Frefh breezes, and clear. A 
/ 2: ~ fwell from the Eaftward. 
77 I Eat!' Squally. with rain. 
79 ~ N. E. Freih breezes, and fine pleafant -

( weather. 
-------~--~---~------------------------, 
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T A :s LEX. Continued. 

, Route of the ~een Charlotte while amongf1: the Sandwich I.flands, 

and from thence to China. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
North. Weft. Eaft. 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

1787' 
0 

, 
o ' I ' 1- 0 ' I 0 

Sept. 23 ~ 8L ~ Eafl:.. Frefh breezes and fquaBy, with 
Noon. IS 28(62 57 7 2 ram. 

I Strong breezes, and clear w'ea-
S ~ Ditto. 

.24 13 .56(6+ 02 101 -7 I J ther. . 
80 ~ Eaft. Frefh breezes, and pleafant wea· 

25 13 22166 14 ther. 
t 

26 13 35,167 48 79+ I Ditto. Squally, with rain. 
27 13 37: 168 20 82 N. E. to E. b. S. Ditto, with ditto. 
28 13 41~I71 35 8 4-3 SIt I E. N. E. A thong gale, and fqually. 
29 13 361173 28 80 Ditto. A fl:rong gale, with heavy rain. " 

8 .!. ~ E. N. E. to E. S. E. Freili breezes, 
30 13 43175 28 I 2 \vith lightning and rain. 

Oct. I 13 4+76 20 
82 ~ E. S. E. to E. b. N. Light winds, and 

cloudy. Afwell from the Northwzsd. 
8 r ~ E. N. E. Light breezes, and fine wea-

21
1
3 36

1
177 44 3"2 l ther. 

8 ~ Ditto. Frefh breezes and fqually, with 
3 1 3 4+ 179 32 3 lightning. 

411 3 47 181 16 82+ I Eafl:. Fre1h breezes, and cloudy. 

5'1"3 47 182 23 12 00 
8 ~ S. E. Light winds. Lightning in the 

61q 
4 N.E. . 

49 183 51 8It l E. S. E. Squally, with heavy rain. 
7'13 41 185 01 84 EafL Freili breezes, and fine '.veather. 
I 187 82 

~ E. N. E. Freili breezes and fqually, 
81 3 24 37 with rain. 

911 3 
I 

82 
~ Ditt~. Ditto and heavy fqualIs, with 

I2189~11 
I 

ram. 

83 
~ S. S. E. to E. b. N. Light winds, and 

1-0 13 I 8( 90. j61 cloudy. A heavy fwell from the S. E. I 
I ~ E. b. N. Squally. A fwell from the 

I I 13 05i'92 061'" I o~ 8r , 
I 

Northward. 
12.13 08,[94 22" 83 I Eafr. Frefh breezes, and fine weather. 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. :n 

TAB LEX. Continued. 

Route of the Qgeen Charlotte while amongfl: the Sandwich Hlands, 
and from thence to China. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
North. Weft. Eatt. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-----1---1--- --- ----,---",--------,----
1787' 

0 , 

oa. I 3, ~ 
Noon. 13 04 

14 12 51 
\ ' 

" ' , 15 13 09 
16 13 04 

17 13 22 
18 13 22 
19 13 25 
20 14 01 

21 14 11 

22 14 4} 

23 IS 25 
24 16 10 
25 16 34 
26 16 57 
27 17 26 
28 18 24 . 
29f

I 9 02 

31')'19 19 

31 19 '52 

0 
, 

0 

196 20 

198 28 

200 02 

202 02 

203 47 
206 04 8 
208 10 

210 32 7 

I 12 16 

214 16 

216 27 5 
218 34 
220 28 
222 36 
225 19 
227 44 
229 44 I 

23 1 27 

23l 00 

, 

21 

15 

o , {I E. b. N. Heavy fqualls, with ram, 
'8 Jt thunder, and lightning. A f well 

from the Eaihvard. 

{

' E. N. E. Squally, with thunder, light .. 
81t ning, and rain. A heavy fea from the 

Eaftward. 
77 I S. E. Squally, with rain. 
82t Variable. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
80 S N.~. Freih breezes and fqually, with 

l ram. 
82 I Ditto. Strong breezes, and lightning. 
80 E. N. E. Squally, with rain. 
g 1. S E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fwell 

2;l ~ from the N. E. 
8 S E. N. E. Mooerate, and clear. Saw 

3 2 feveral birds and nih round the ihip. 

rEo N. E. Freih breezes~ and clear. 
Saw the land bearing N. 80 deg. W. 

841' five or fix leagues. At fix, P. M. the 
center of Aguigan bore N. 83 deg. E. 
diftant five leagues. 

34 83 E. N. E. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
83 N. E. b. E. Squally, with rain. 
83-4- Eaft. Freih breezes, and cloudy. 
84 E; N. E. Ditto, ditto. 
83-4- N. E. A ftefh gale, with rain. 
82t IE. S. E. Squally, with rain. 

25 82 I Ditto. A frdh breeze, and fine weather., 
8 I ~ E. N. E. Moderate breezes, and fine 
422 weather. 

8 S Ditto. Moderate breezes. Numbers of 
4 l fiih and birds roun,d the ihip. . 

E 



34 A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

TAB LEX. CO!1tinued. 

Route of the Qgeen Charlotte while amongfr the- Sandwich Hlands,. 
and from thence t.o China. 

Time. Latitude Longitude IVaria~ions ~ 
North. VI eft. Eaft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

------------------._----------
17 87' 

0 
, 

0 
, 

Q 
, 

r\OV. 1, ~ 18j2 33 12 20' 
Noon._ I 

2.21 Q2236 00 

I J2 37 24 3 21 

521 35 2 39 37 

o I 

~ 
E. 1'.;. E. Moderate breezes, and fine 

8S h weat .cr. 
82 S Vari;loIc. Frefh breez·es and fqually, . 

( with thunder, lightning, and rain. 

7
8 S N. E. Strong gales. A heavy fwell .. 

( from the N. \V. 
Eafr. Frelh breezes, and dark cloudy 

weather. At two, P. M. faw a fmall 
ifland bearing N. 40 deg. W. four or 

80 < five leagues; and foon afterwards ano-
ther ifland to the Northward of the 

'fidl:. At eight~ P. M. fioo1 to the 
Southward, under an eafy fail. 

I Variable. Squally, rainy weather. At 

t two, P. M. faw two of the Bailiee 
79 mands bearing South 37 deg. E. fix 

or [even leagues difiant. 

{

N. E. to North. Strong gales, and 
76 _ cloudy. A heavy iwell from the 

Northward. 

IN. N. E. Frefh gales, and hazy. At 
eight, A. M. faw the land bearing 
N. W. difiant four or five leagues. 

7 S I Sounded 2S fathoms, grey and with.· 
black fpecks-. At one, P. M·. faw fe-

L veral Chinefe fithing-boats. 
rN. E. Freili breezes. Got a pilot for 

. I Macao, and at liP. M. came to in 
79t< the roads in fix fathoms water; the 

l Peak of Lintin ~. 79 deg. E. the city 
of Macao W. 2" S. 

i 



A PP END I X. No. II. 

TAB L E XI. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from China to 

parting Company off Java Head. 

--~--~------I ----~I----~--~~----------------------------
Time. Latitude !Longitude lVariatiollS ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

North. I Weft. Well. ~ 

----------------_.------------'-------
1788• 

o , 0 I 0 ' 0' I 

Feb .. lo, ~ 
N 21 oon. 

1120 

1218 

13 18 
14 1 7 
15 16 
16 1 5 

.17 1'4 

181 3 

19 II 

.2010 

21 8 

:25 2 

35 

02246 00 

54'246 05 
01,246 G>2 

44 2 46 30 

33:246 12 2 

33'246 04 
I 

24,247 10 

011247 49 

4'1'48 
3

0 

.04 2 50 36 

4+52 42 

04\253 55 
31254 56 0 

II 255 00 

rVariable. Frefh breezes, and fine wea-
ther. At 10, A. M. the Peak of the 

65 i Grand Ladrone N. 40 deg. E. diftant 
L fix.or [even leagues. . 

6 r S N. E. to Eafi:. Fi"efh breezes, and fine 
7'2 2 weather. 
7 I t E. S. E. Moderate breezes, and clear. 
72t S. E. to Eafi. Frefh breezes, and clear. 
74 S. K Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

17 75 I E. b. N. Ditto, ditto. 
76 1 N. E. Moderate breezes, and cIear~ 

6 J S E. N. E. A fine breeze, and pleafant 
7 '22 weather. 
77 IN. E. Ditt@, ditto. 

S N. E. b. N. Frefh breezes, and fine 
77 2 weather. 

[North to N. E. Frefh breezes. Pulo 
78 ) Sapata S. ,67 deg. W. diftant four 

l miles. 
r S N. E. Frefhbreezes, and pleafant wea-

792 2 ther. 
79 I Ditto. Moderate, and hazy. 

22 80 Eafi:. Ditto and cloudy, with lightning. 
:81 S Ea~ to K N .. E. Moderate, with light-

2 nmg and ram. 

{

E. N. E. to N. N. E. Moderate, ditto . 
. 8ItPulo D'Omar N . .37 deg. E. difi:ant 

'four leagues. 

{

N. N. E. Moderate breezes. Land 
~h . from S. 38 deg. W. to S. 6S deg. w. 

difiant {even or eight leagues. . 
I 

, 



A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

TAB L E XI. Continued. 

Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte from China to 
parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. Latitude Lon~itudelvariation5 it 
South. ¥tefl:. Weft. ~ 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-1-78- 8-. - -,,--, 0 ,\ 0 ' ~'I -
, . {North to N. N. E. Moderate,. and 

F~~~., ~ 0 081"254 10 85 cloudy. The Wand Dominis W. h. S. 
feven or eight leagues. 

f
' N. N. E. Moderate, with lightning and 

rain. At I I, A. M. departed t~is 

28 1,1325432 

March I 

82) life Mr. William Lauder, furgeon. At 
~ noon, the three iflands from S. h. E. 

l' to E. N. E. difiant from the neareft 
three or four miles. 

rN. N. E. Moderate. and cloudy. At 
10, A. M. committed the body of our 
late furgeon to the deep. At noon. 
Monopin Hill N. 10 deg. W. five or 
fix leagues. At one, P. M. faw a dry 
hank of fand and rocks. At half pail: 
one, the middle of the hank hore 
S. E. h. S. % of a mile difiant j depth 
of water eight and nine fathoms j Mo
nopin Hill at the fame time bearing, 

t
· N. W. b. N. Pa1Ted the bank to the 

. Eafiward j and at feven, P. M. an-
chored in I I fath<;>ms, muddy bottom. 

rVariable. At five, A M. weighed and 

I made fail. Squally, with thunder, . 
. lightning, and rain. Mount Permafang I E. b. N. A point on the Sumatra !hore 

8l -< s. h. W. difiant three or four miles. 
I At three, P. M. pafTed a Dutch man 

I of war lying a~ anchor. At h3.~f pail: 
five, the Lantdown Eafi-Indlaman 

l joined company. At feven, anchored 
in 91- fathoms, muddy bottom. t . .... , 



1 

Route of the 

A P PEN D IX. No. II. 37 

TAB L E XI. Continued. 
King George and QEeen Charlotte from China to 

parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. Lati tude Longitude I\variations t 
South. Weft. Weft. ~ 

------------------------------------
1788• 

Mar. 2,2 
Noon. 5 3 

3 3 

4 

, 0 , 0 

08 

56 

o ' I 
rVariable. Lightning, thunder, and rain. '. 

At five, A. M. weighed and made' 
fail. At nine anchored, the Wand of 
Lufepara bearing N. 43 deg. E. fixor 
eigh-t miles; firfi point on the Sumatra 
fhore N. W. Athalfpafiqne, P. M. 

)

1 weighed and made fail. At half pafi 
five, the Lanfdown got aground, fiood 

79, more to t I'e Wefiward, and let go the 
anchor in 61· fathoms water; the" 
Ifland of Lufepara S. 49 deg. E. five 

I 
or fix miles; £Irfi point on the Suma
tra [hore N. W. b. N. Hoified out 

l 
the whale-boat, and went on board 
the Lmfdown \\-:th feven hands to af-
fifi in getting her off. 

r Variable. Light \"" inds, with thunder, 

j lightning, and rain. At three, A. M. 
got the Lanfdown into~eep water 
without any damage. At noon, wcigh-

821, c:d and failed in company; fvundings 

I
, from fix to four fathoms. At four, 

P. :M. thellland Lufepara N. 88 deg. 
L E. diflant fix or feven miles. 

r
Variable. Squally, with rain. By noon 

increafed our foundin,S"s to eight fa-
85 ~ thorns. At three, P. M. anchored in I I I fathoms water; tide fetting E. S. E. 

L one mile per hour. . 

{

South. Light breezes, with thunder, 
87 lightning, and rain. During this 24 

hours, feveral times under wei:::h . 
. ~------~----------~----~-==--------~~------=---_----_I 



A P PEN 0 I X. No. lIe 

TAB L E XI. Continued, 
Route of the King George and ~een Charlotte from China to 

parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. Winds, \Veather, and Remarks. Latitude Lon$itude Variations ~ I 
South. Weft. Weft. a 

• I 

----1------ ----------------------
1788• Q 

, 0 
, 

Mar. 6'} 
Noon. " 4 I7 

7 

8 4 53 

'9 4 57 

10 5 04 

1 I 5 06 

0 
, 

II ' I ' 

{

Variable. Mgderate, and cloudy. At fe-, 
90 ven., P. M. weighed and made fail. At 

-} pafi 10, came to in eight fathoms. 

{

' Variable. Moderate, with rain and light-
8 ning. At half pail: three, A. M. came 

7 to fail. At one, P. M. anchored in 
I I fathoms water, muddy bottom. 

{

Variable. Light airs. At half pail: one, 
A. M. failed. At noon, the Sifiers 

85t S. 40 deg. W. fix or feven miles. 
At fix, P. M. came to in 10 fa
thoms water; the Sifiers S. 17 deg. W. 

rVariable. Squally, with rain. At four, 
A. M. finding the !hip dragged her 
anchor, hove it up and made fail. At 
ten, light winds. Came to, with the 

831--< beft bower in I I fathoms water; the 

l 
Sifiers bearing S. 25 deg. W. difiant 
nine miles. At noon, weighed and 
made fail. At fix, P. M. came to in 
I I fathoms water; the Sifiers bear
ing S. b. E. four or five miles. 

rVariable. At three, P. M. weighed 

t and made fail. At five, anchored 
82 in ten fathoms; the Northermoft of 

the Sifiers S. 40 deg. E. 

(
'From S. E. b. S. to S. S. W. Light 

breezes, and cloudy. At {even, A. M. 
I weighed and made fail. At 10, A. M. 

85 '<l anchored in 12 fathoms; Northermoft 
of the Sifters S. 50 deg. E. four miles 
diftance. 



-' 

A P PEN D I X. No. II. 

TAB L E XI. Continued. 

3.9 

I 
I 

Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte 
parting Company off Java Head. 

from China to! 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations 
South. Weft. Weft. Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

---- ---
J7 88• " 0 

, 0 , o ' 

IrVariable. Squally, with rain, thunder, 

Mar. 12 ~ ) and lightning. At five, A. M. weigh-

Noon~ 5 22. 87 ed and made fail. At noon, moderate l and cloudy. At two, P. M. anchor-
: ed in I~I fathoms water. iN. W. Squally, with rain. At four, 

A. M. weighed and made fail. At 1 I, 

came to in five fathoms water. At 

j noon, weighed and frood tl;lrough be-
hvixt North Ifland and the Sumatra 

13 5 35 87 !hore, and anchored in nine fathoms 

I water, muddy bottom; North Wand ' 
,-

I 
bearing N. E. b. N. diilant three, 

I 

miles; the watering-place S. W. four: 

l miles. Found riding here feveral 
Dutch vetTels. ' 

14. 15 85 ~ N. W. Light breezes, and cloudy. At 
anchor, wooding and watering. ' 

rVatiablc and dou ~y \vcather, with much 

84 I lightning. At .re~en, A. M. ':::~ighed 
r6 

I and can~c to fall 10 compa!-y ,,'-'lth the 
j\.l'e~n <: 
82- I 

King Geora-e. From this ~() the 23d' 
getting to Cracatoa, where we filled ' 

L up our water. 
r Variable, with rain. At fcur, A. M._ 
~ weighed and made rail in company 

83 
with the Kmg George. At noon, the 

24 Peak on Cracttoa bore N. I 8 deo-
b' l W. At nine, P. M. anchored in 42 

fathoms, muddy bottom; Peak on, 
Prince's Hland S. 76 deg. W. 

I ~ 



A P PEN 0. I x. No. II. 

TAB L E XI. Continued. 
Route of the King George and Qgeen Charlotte from China, to 

parting Company off Java Head. 

Time. Latitude Lonp'itude Variations ~ 
S 1 u"" ft w .... ?" Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

out 1. .,' e • eft. 

----- ----'--1---- --1-----·-------------
1788• o o , 0 

Mar. 25 2 6 
Noon. ~ 33 

27 7 49254 40 

28 9 08 1

255 09 

30 I I 

o ' I 

r
w. N. W. to N. W. Frefh breezes. 

At four, A. M. weighed and made 
fail. At noon, the extrem~s of Prince's 

8 J I I11and from W. N. W. to S. 65 deg. 
4z~ W. At fix, P. M. came to in 40 fa

thoms, mud and fand. Extremes of 
Prince's Hland from. N. N. W. to 
s. w. f W. 

?Variable. Frefh breezes, and fqually. 
At nine, A. M. weighed and made 

83 fail. At four, P. M. the rocks off 

l Java Head bore N. 85 deg. E. difrance 
off fhore four or five miles. 

84f I, W. N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
8 S N.1':J. W. to W. N. W. Squally, with 
4 2 ram. 

S .!,S N. W. to N. E. Ditto, ditto. Paffed 
32 2 the ~een Indiaman. 

rVariable. Moderate, and cloudy: This 
8 ~ day agreed to part company wIth the 

I I King George; the <l!!een Indiaman 
L in fight. 



APPENDIX. No.ll.' 

: .. , TAB;L E XII. 
Route of the Qgeen Charlotte, after parting Company with the 

'\ King George, to St. Helena. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
South. Weft. Weft. ~ 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-----1---1---------------------------
1788• 0 

Mar. 31 ~ II Noon. 

April 1 12 

214 

3 15 
4 16 
5 16 
61 7 
7 1 7 
81 7 
9 18 

10 18 

II 18 

12 19 

13 19 
, 14 19 

15 20 

16 20 

17 21 

18 21 

19 21 , 

20/22 

, n , 

38256 43 

44 257 48 

03 259 19 
29 261 II 

301~63· 14 
54 265. 01 
10

1

267 07 
36269 10 
50 271 16 
14 273 04 
29 274 44 
51 276 5a-

09 278 23 

36 279 24 

59 281 20 

37 283 12 

48 284 33 

14 286 41 

29 289 18 

45 29 1 24 

08 294 04 

Q 

16 

, 0 I I 
8 I S Variable. Squally, with rain; the King 
52 2 George in fight. 

8 S N. E. to S. E. Light breezes. Lofi 
2 2 :light of the King George. 

83 S E. N. E. Frefh breezes and fqually, 
2 with rain. 

79 EaR: to S. E. Frefh breezes, and clear. 
79f S. E. Ditto, ditto. 
8 I E. N. E. Moderate, and fine weather. 
80 E. S. E. Squally, with rain. 
79 S. E. Frefh breezes. A fwell from S. E. 
78t E. S. E. Ditto. Ditto. 
78 EaR: to E. N. E. Moderate J with rain. 
8 I E. b. S. Ditto, ditto. 

.!. S E. S: E. . Frefh breezes and fqually, 
752 2 wIth ram. 
76 IS. E. Ditto, ditto, and clear. 

S E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and fine wea-
77 2 there 
79 I E. S. E. Ditto, Ditto. 

I ~ E. b. S. Frefh breezes, and fine wea-
7~2 2 there 
81 S Ditto. Moderate breezes, and fine wea-

2 there A heavy fwell from the S. W. 

77 
S South to S. E. Strong breezes, and 
2 fqually. 

7
6 S S. b. E. Strong breez~s, and clear. A 

2 crofs fea. 
15 6J. S E. S. E. to E. N. E. Moderate breezes, . 

7 2 2 and cloudy. . 
S E. N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. A. 

77 2 heavy fwell from the' Southward. 

F 



. A P P R N D I X. No. If .. 

TAB L E XII. Continued. 
Route of the Q.geen Charlotte, after parting Company with the 

King George, to St. Helena. 

Time. Latitude Loagitude Variations it 
South. Weft. Weft. ? Winds, Weather. and Remarks. 

-'-------_._----------------_._------
1788• " 

, 
" 

, 
" 

Apr. 21 ~ 
Noon. 22 27 296 20 

22 23 09 298 20 

23 22 54'299 00 

24 23 27 300 22 

25 24 04 302 00 
26 24 44 303 40 

27 26 °3 304 20 

28 27 00 305 54 1 9 
• 

29 27 51 307 20 

3° 28 °9 310 30 21 

May 128 55 313 00 

229 17 31 3 48 24 

328 27 314 44 

4 28 08 316 44 
-

5 28 54 318 15 

629 ,,6 320 00 

73° 11321 .s8 

" 'I 
So ~ N. N. E. Frelh breezes, and clear. 

761' ! Variable. Squally. with rain. ' 

{

Ditto. Frelh breezes, and cloudy. At 
73 five, P. M. faw two 'fail in the S. E. 

. quarter, il:anding N. E. . 
S Variable. Frdh breezes,. and cloudy. 

72 ~ A heavy fwell. 
S S. b. E. to N. E. Frelh breezes, and 

7
1 ~ cloudy. , 

72 I S. E. Ditto, and clear. 
S Ditto. Freih breezes, and fine weather. 

74 ~ Filh and birds round the fhip. 
I S E. S. E. Frelh breezes, and fine wea-

3° 742 ~ ther. 
S Eail:. Ditto, ditto. Lightning to the 

74 ~ S. w. 
00 721" Ditto. Frelh breezes, anI.' '":m.lly. 

S E. S. E. to N. E. Ditto, ditto, with 
74 ~ thunder and lightning. 

IS N. b. W. to Weft. Frefh breezes, and 
35 722 ~ clear. 

72 ,S. W. to S. S. E. Ditto, with rain. 

IDitto to ditto. Frefh breezes. Great 
quantities of bonetta round the ihip, 

l feveral of which our people caught 
with hook and line. . . 

o1..S Sou!h. Freth breezes. Numbers of 
7 22 . bIrds and lith round the fhip. 
6 1.. S South. to S: E. F~efh breezes, a~d 

92 2 cloudy. Flfh and bIrds round the fiup. 
70 i E.B. E. to E. N. E. Ditto. ditto, ditto . 
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TAB L E XII.' Continued. 
Route' of the Qgeen Charlo.tte, after parting Company v:ith the 

King George, to.St. Helena. 

Time. L ' L"dV"" ~ atltude ongltu e anatlons i'f 
South. Weft. Weft. ~ 

Windi, Weather, and Remarks. 

----\-----------------------_. __ •. _----
1'788, o I 0 I 0 

May 8, ~ 
Noon. S (0 

93 I 

S4323 28 

3°1324 31 

08)'3 2 5 13 

-451327 06 

26329 08 

103'2 

1 I 32 

11..:'3 

1334 2233 1 23 

1435 26 334 40 

1536 07336 21 24 

J636 J033653 

1735 24336 53 

1937 36 336 SO 
I 

, 0 ' I 

69 ~ S. S. W. Frefh breezes, and fqual1y. 

S Eafi to N. N. E. Frefh breezes, and 
64 ~ hazy. 

S E. N, E. to S. W. b. S. Squally, with 
7 I ~ lightning and rain. . 

S South to S. S. W. Light winds, and 
6~ 2 clear. 
68 I S. S. E. to N. E. Ditto, ditto. 

S N. E. Frefh breezes. A heavy fwell 
72 2 from S. W. 

I S N. N. E. Ditto, ditto. At 11, A. M. 
71

2 ( paffed an empty calk. 
12 tsf IN. E. Moderate, and cloudy. 

S Variable. A heavy gale, and crofs fea. 
70 

( Saw a large fhip fianding to the S. E. 
rVariable. A heavy gale. Found both 

1 
pumps choaked with fand ,; got them 

6.1 . up and cleared t~em_; broke up the 22l fore-hold to examine If there was any 
water lodged-found all dry;. flowed 

'f the teas again, and fecured the hold. 
W. to S. W, A heavy gale. Obliged 

I to keep one pump on deck, and a 
I hand in the well, to keep the other 

60 "1 clear of fand. Found a leak abaft. 

l Got feveral things out of the run, and 
hove them overboard to lighten the 

.. r" 1hip abaft. 
" 8. S N. E .. to N. W. b. N. A heavy gale, 
5 ~ aDd crofs fea. 

i 
F~ 
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TAB L:E XII. Continued: 

I'toute of the Qgeen Charlotte, after 'parting Compa~y with'the 
King George, to St. Helen~ 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations ~ 
South. Wd!:. . Weft. ~ Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-----------
17 88• " 

, 0 

May 20, 2 36 57336 40. 
Noon. S 

21 36 401337 20 

2236 00(38 10 . 

233S' 481338 09 

25 35 32 337 48 

26 36 17

1

339 00 

27 36 l21339 39 

28 37 12134°°3 

541342 16 29 3S 

3°134 5° 34S 32 

o 

~A:~c+~ ________ . __________ __ 
, ., , I 'i;~ 

rN .. W. to W. h. N. A fre£h gale, and 
60 -< cloudy. Hove four barrels of powder 

L
' overboard. Saw a large thip franding 

to the Eafrward. 
S Variable. A frefh gale, and.cloudy, with 

59 2 a cro(s fea; the pump frIll on deck. 

{
Variable. A heavygale, and high fea. 

60 Saw a large fhip ftanding to the Eafr-
ward. 

("N. W. to North. A heavy gale. Under 
I reefed courfes and foretopmafr fray-

S8 -< fail. In a heavy fquall fplit the fore-

l topmafi frayfail, unbent it, and bent 
another. . " 

IW. N. W. to Weil:. Strong breezes, 
I and cloudy. A heavy crofs fea. Got 

S9z

l 
ground 70 fathoms. At feven, A. M. 
faw a {hip franding to the Northward. 

{

W. b. N. to W. h. S. Fre1h breezes, 
59 and cloudy. At eight, A. M. fpoke 

the Lanfdown Eafr-Indiaman, all well. 
I S Variable. Moderate, and clear. A heavy 

59-22 fwell from the W. S. W. : 
6 SN. W. b. N. to N. b. E. Frefh bree2es, 

5 2 and fqually at times. 
S North to N. W. ' Frefh breezes, and 

S9 2 fqually. 

8 1 S Variable. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fea 
5 '22 from S. W. 

S S. S. W. to S. h. E. A frefh,gale, and 
54 l fqually. 

I 
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.T A"B L E XII. Continued. 

Route of the Qgeen Charlotte1 _afte-r parting Company with the 
. King George, to St. Helena. 

Time. Latitude Longitude Variations t 
South. Weft. Weft. ~ 

Winds, Weather, and Remarks. 

-------------------~-------.-----~ 
17 88• Q I Q 

, 0 
, o ' f 

May 31 ~ \ ~ Variable. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

Noon. 33 44 347 50 59 Saw a fail. 

=> JUIle 348 60 ~ S. S. E. to E. S. E. Moderate breezes, 
132 04 I I and clear. 

, 230 48 348 IS 21 13 
6 ~ Eaft to S. E. Moderate breezes, and 

1 clear. Got both pumps down. 

3~9 54 348 27 
6 I.!. ~ Variable. Light winds, and clear. Sa w 

2 a feal. ' 

18 61 ~ Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fqually. Saw 
4 29 347 39 a whale. 

528 26 346 36 6 I.!. ~ V ari~ble. Frefh gales and cloudy, with 
2 nun. 

, 62.!. ~ Ditto. Frefh breezes, with a heavy I 627 346 24 17 2 fwell from the N. W. 

726 62 ~S. W. to S. S. E. Light winds, a heavy 
19 347 27 crofs fea. 

8 24 51 350 04 63 
~ S. S. E. to S. S. W. Strong breezes, and 
. hazy. 

9 23 44 352 oS 651- IS. E. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 

10 22 27 354 19 
66L ~ S. E. b. S. Ditto, ditto, and hazy. A 

2 following fea. 
11 20 58 356 40 67 Ditto. Frefh breezes, and cloudy. 
12 19 34 358 47 68 S. E. b. S. A frefu gale, and ditto. 

13 18 23 00 30 68t Variable. Frefh breezes. and cloudy. r. E. A fine breeze, and cloudy. Hav-
IS 17 06 2 13 68 ing made 360 deg. Weft, and lofione 

day, we call this the 15th. 
16 16 18 3 58 16 02 71 I ! s. E. b. S. . Mode~ate. and cloudy. 

I7 16 04 4 30 712 S. S. E. DItto, ditto. 
I 

L-__ -~----~----~----.. --~~~.~---~----~.--.-----------. 
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TAB L E XII. Continued. 
Rout~ of the ~een Charlotte, after parting COIllpany with the. 

King George, to St. Helena _____ , _ 

Time. Latitude Longitude tv ariations 
South. Weft. Weft. Winds, Weather, and Remark!i. 

----;--------1------------------------,----
17 88• 

June I 8,2 
Noon. S 

" 
., 

" . I 
'-South to E. S. E. Moderate, and fine 

• 0 

I 

i
'· weather. At half paft three, A. M. 

faw St. Helena bearing N. W. At p, 
72 anchored in the road in 19 fathoms. 

I Found here the King George, an~ fe-
L veral more iliips. -
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TABLE XIII. 
Shews the Difference between the Watch, Lunar Obfervations, and 

Longitude, by, Account at -Noo11 on feveral Days during the 
Paff"age from Sf: Jago to the Sandwich Hlands. 

N. B. The Watch is one of Mr. Arnold's fmall Poeket Time.-keepers. 

Time. 

1785. 
Nov. 18 

21 
28 

Dec. 4 
8 

13 
22 
25 

1786• 
Jan. I 

26 
30 

Feb. 7 
IS 
18 
22 
27 

March 6 
15 
20 
25 

April I I 

19 
26 

May 4 
19 
22 
23 

Watch 
Weft. 

0 

28 
30 
'34 
37 
4 2 

46 
53 
54 

57 
64 
62 
7 1 
80 
82 
81 
82 
81 
85 
89 
92 

110 
116 
117 
125 
146 
lSI 

153 
24 154 

Luna~ Account 
Obfervatlons W Jl. 

Weft. ell. 
Remarks. 

----, 
0 

, 0 

03 28 09 24 54 Having found the watch to alter her 

45 30 35 26 30 rate of going in different degrees of 
25 33 10 29 34 heat and cold before we left St. J ago, 

46 38 21 33 56 I made a fmall table of the altera-
35 42 37 38 . 41 tions by which fhe was always cal-
21 no obferv. 43 43 culated during our palfage to the I 
40 53 36 51 58 Sandwich Wands. 
42 no obferv. 51 35 

10 ditto. 54 25 
29 64 37 63 18 
19 no obferv. 63 30 At the time we left St. Jago, the watch 
30 ditto. 74 59 loft on mean time on. oom. 02". per 
51 ditto. 86 II day. 
30 82 50 87 01 
40 82 23 85 39 On our leaving the Falkland Wands, 
43 no obferv. 87 26 fhe loft on mean time on. oom. 0 5n

• 

3 1 81 38 83 25 per day. 
16 no obferv. 90 03 
00 89 20 94 44 
40 92 04 99 I7 
00 109 20 I 12 24 
00 115 40 118 13 
40lfio obferv. 120 55 
32 124 30 127 58 May 24th, at noon, the N. E. point 
44 146 45 147 32 of Owhyhee bearing N. t W. three 
40' 15 1 34 15 I 39 or four leagues diftant, I found the 
I sino obferv. 153 33 watch to be .out in longitude 38 
16 ditto. 154 10 miles. 

- . 
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