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Sir JOSEPH BANKS, BarT.

PRESIDENT OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY.

S I R,

MIDST the doubt and apprebenfion which natu=

rally attend an author on fubmitting bis publica-
tions to the world, 1 bave the pleafure of reflefting, that
by your permiffion I prefix to the following Work the
name of a Perfon eminently diftinguifbed in the literary
world, and who, not fatisfed with theoretical know-
ledge, bas traverfed the globe‘z'n purfuit of ufeful [cience.
This permiffion, Sir, mufl flamp a value on the Work,
and makes ine lefs apprebenfive for its fuccefs.

1 beg
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I beg leove to prefent my moft graseful acknowledg-

ments for this public teflimony of _your. Sfavour 5" and am,
With great refpe?,
S IR,
Your mof? obedient

Humble Servant,

George Dixon.
Lonpow, }
Fan. 1789,



INTRODUCTION.

N the early periods of Navigation, it does not fecm

that the extenfion of Comunerce was altogether the
aim of the enterprizing Adventurer ; and though gene-
rally patronized by the reigning Powers, where thefe de-
figns originated, yet, a"thirft after glory, and a boundlefs
ambition of adding to the ftrength and extent of terri-
tory, on one hand, or a rapacious defire of accumulatirg
wealth, or, perhapsthe fame of malking difcoveries, on
the other, appear to have been the only obje&s in view.

There cannot be a greater proof of the truth of this
pofition, than the uniform behaviour of the Spaniards, in
the whole courfe of their almoft unbounded acquifitions
of difcovery, conqueft, and wealth. The fhocking barba-
rities praétifed by them when they conquered what was
then called the Vew World, caft fuch an indelible {tain on
that period of their annals, as z#¢ can never obliterate,

Tao
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To the honour of the Britifh Nation be it faid, their
condu& has uniformly been the reverfe : whatever un-
known tra&s of land they have explored ; wherever they
found inhabitants, their attention and humanity towards
them have uniformly been fuch, as to gain their afeition,
and conciliate their ¢ffee, inftead of exciting their refent-
ment, or incurring their hatred.

Indeed, if we regard adventurers from our own Coun-
try in a commercial point of view, even fo lately as the
latter part of the laft, or beginning of the prefent cen-
tury, we fhall find the generality of them little better
than free-booters 3 but on the other hand, were we to
take a retrofpefive view of the feveral voyages made
immediately under the patronage of Government, during
the fpace of the laft fifty years, we fhall not only find
them fet on foot for the benefit of mankind in general,
but that their endeavours to improve Navigation, and the
different Sciences conne&ted therewith, have been attend-
ed with the moft brilliant fuccefs ;: and it is not eafly to
fay, whether that zeal for the general good which firft’
proje&ed thefe voyages, or the conftant with to have the
refult of them made univerfally public, refle&s the greateft
luftre on their royal and munificent patrons.

Without



INTRODUCTION.

Withei entering into a particular enumeration of thefe
Voyages here, which vrould be fuperfluous, let it {uflice
to fay, that during the late Captain Cook’s laft Voyage
to the Pacific Ocean, befides every {cientific advantage
which might be derived from it, a new and inexhauftible
mine of wealth was laid open to future Navigators, by
trading for furs of the moft valuable kind, on the North
Weft Coalt of America.

This difcovery, though obvioully a fource from whence
immen{e riches might be expeéted, and communicated,
no doubt, to numbers in the year 1780, was not imme-
diately attended to. The profecution of any effeétual plan
to carry on this novel undertaking, required not only
patience and perfeverance, but a degree of {pirit and en-
terprize which does not often fall to the lot of individuals :
however, in the Spring of 1785, a fet of Gentlemen pro-
cured a Charter from the South Sea Company, (to whom
the exclufive privilege of trading in the Northern Pacific
Ocean belongs) for the fole right of carrying on this traffic
to its utmoft extent; to facilitate which, two veflels were
immediately purchafed, and fitted out with all expedition,
in order to proceed on a Voyage to the North Weft Coait
of America, an account of which is the fubje& of the fol-

lowing fheets.
b So

ix



INTRODUCTION.

So laudable a defire of embarking in this new channel
of commerce, naturally engaged the attention of the world
in general, and the undertaking was approved of, and en-
couraged by Gentlemen whofe names alone were {ufh-
cient to bring the Voyage into public notice. ~The Right
Honourable Lord Mulgrave, Sir Jofeph Banks, and Mr.
Rofe, honoured us with a vifit on board ; and with that de-
gree of goodnefs which ever diftinguithes their chara&ers,
fignified their approbation of the plan, and beft withes for

its fuccefs.

Thefe very flattering encouragements were additional
inducements for the Owners to profecute the undertaking
with vigour ; and nothing was left unattempted, that could
poflibly be thought of, to render it fuccefsful. Whatever
furs might be procured in our traffic on the American
Coaft, were to be difpofed of in China, fubje& to the im-
mediate controul of the Eaft India Company’s Supercar-
goes, and in confequence of this confignment, both veflels.
were to be freighted home on the Company’s account..

But pecuniary emolument did not altogether engrofs.
the attention of the Owners on this occafion ; for in addi-
tion to the provifions ufually allowed in Merchants fer-
vice, (and of which the greateft care was taken to procure:

the-
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the very beft of every kind) a plentiful ftock of all the
various antifcorbutics was laid in which could be thought
of, as prefervatives to health. Thefe, and an unremitting
attention to the rules obferved by Captain Cook, have,
under Providence, been the means of preferving the
health of the people, in every variety of climate ; for dur-
ing the prefent Voyage, which has been of more than
three years continuance, the Queen Charlotte, out of
thirty-three hands, loft only one perfon.

Though a knowledge of this circumftance is of the ut-
moft importance to all perfons who are engaged in a fea-
faring life, and therefore can never be made too public,
vet that alone would fcarcely have been thought a fufh-
cient inducement to publifth the following Work ; but it
is prefumed that the advantages which both Geography
and Commerce will derive from this Voyage, are neither
uninterefting or unimportant ; fo that there perhaps will
need no apology for laying the refult of it before the
world.

In order that the Reader may form a better idea of the
advantages which may be derived from this publication,
a brief recapitulation of what has been done by former
Navigators on the American Coaft, and particularly what

b2 addition
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addition'we have made to the late Captain Cook’s Difco-

veries, together with a fhort account of the fur trade, may
perhaps not be improper in this place.

The Ruffian Navigator, Beering, feems to have been
the firft who explored this inhofpitable coaft to the North-
ward of King George’s Sound : he is faid to have fallen in
with the land in 58 deg. 28 min. North latitude, and to
have anchored in 59 deg. 18 min. Ticherikow, in 1741,
anchored about the latitude 56 deg.

That both thefe Navigators fell in with the American
Coaft, is beyond a doubt ; but in what fituation they made
the land, or where they anchored, is by no means equally

certain. 'The beft accounts we have of thefe Voyages
are very inaccurate ; and it thould be remembered, that

Navigation at that period of time was by no means
brought to the perfe@ion which it is in at prefent: add
to this, the coaft in the fituation which Beering is faid to
have anchored in, viz. 59 degrees 18 minutes North la-
titude, trends nearly Eaft and Weft; fo that in the ftate
Navigation was in at that time, a miftake of fix or eight
degrees in longitude might be eafily made ; and there is
great reafon to {uppofe, that though this celebrated Navi-
gator might be corref in his latitude, yet the place he

1 attually
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a&ually anchored 1n is much nearer Cook’s River than is
ufually laid down in the charts.

But whilit we lament the imperfe@ ftate of Navigation,
and the ftill more imperfe& accounts given to us of this
famous Ruflian’s Voyages, which entirely prevent us to
fay what part of the coaft, at leaft within our limits,
he furveyed with any degree of precifion, it is no lefs
incumbent on me to dete& the fallacy of a more modern
Navigator on the fame coaft.

In the Journal of a Voyage to the North Weft Coaft
of America, by Don Francifco Antonio Maurelle, pub-
lithed by the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington, after ftating
what they had already done, 1s the following paffage :---
“ We now attempted to find out the Straight of Admiral
Fonte, though as yet we had not difcovered the Archi-
pelago of St. Lazarus, through which he is faid to have
failled. 'With this intent we fearched cvery day and re-
cefs on the coaft, and failed round cvery bead-lond, yiyg-
to in the night, that we might not lofe fight of this en-
trance. After thefe pains taken, and being favoured by
a North Weft wind, it may be pronounced that no fuch
Straights are to be found.”*

Why

# See Barrington’s Mifcellanies, page 50%.

X1
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Why Maurelle {hould ’fo Poﬁtively affert a palpable

falfchood, it is not eafy to conceive. Indeed the incon-

fittency of this affertion may be eatily feen, it we confider
it but for one moment ; for if he actuudly had ¢ fearched
cvery bay and recefs on the coaft, and failed round cvcry
head-land, lying-to in the night,”’ even with the fair wind
he fpeaks of, all this, I fav, could not poffibly have been
done during twice the fpace of time he was on this part
of the coalt. But the difcovery of Queen Charlotte’s
Iflands during the prefent Voyage, inconteftibly proves
that Don Francifco Maurelle was never near the place
which he boafts of having ¢ looked for in vain.” 'The
fituation of thefe Hlands, viz. from 54 deg. 20 min. to
51 deg. 56 min. North latitude, and from 130 to 133
deg. 30 min. Weit longitude, evidently fhews that they
are the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and confe ruently
near the Straight of De Fonte, though farther reicarches
muft be made vefore any degree of credibility can be
given to his pompous account of the place. \

However, if the Spaniards on #his occafion could find
no iflands where the. acually exift, at other times they
have difcovered land which we now find to be imaginary.
The iflands Los Majcs, La Mafo, and St. Maria la Gorta,

Jaid down by Mr. Roberts, from 18 deg. 30 min. to 28
I

deg.
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deg. North latitude, and from 155 deg. to 149 deg.
Weft longitude, and copied by him from a Spanith M.S.
chart, were in vain lockced for by us, and, to ufe Mau-
relle’s words, < 7z suav be pronounced that no fuch Iflands
are to be found ;" fo that their intention has uniformly
been to miflead rather than be of fervice to future Na-

Vigators.

To expatiate on the abfurdity, not to call it by a
worfe name, of fuch condu&, would be painful; let us
then turn from fo difagreeable a fubje&, and fav a few
words refpecting the Difcoveries of our immortal coun-

tryman, the late Captain Cook.

This celebrated Navigator fell in with the American
Coaft in 44 deg. North latitude, but had no opportunity
of coming to anchor till he arrived at Nootka, which he
named King George’s Sound. It is fituated in 49 deg.
36 min. North latitude ; and 126 deg. 42 min. Welt

longitude..

On leaving this harbour, he was prevented by bad wea-
ther from keeping in with the coatt,” and did not again
fee

* At noon on the 28th April, 1778, the latitude by obfervation was

51 deg. 1 min. North; longitude 229 deg. 26 min. Eaft. I now ftecred
North
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(e the land till he was in the latitude of 53 deg. 20
min. North., After this, Captain Cook had generaily
an opportunity of keeping the coaft a-board ; he alcer-
tained the fituation of Cape Edgecumbe, difcovered
Kaye’s Ifland, Prince William’s Sound, and Cook’s Ri-
ver, in which two laft mentioned places he came to an-

chor.

To fay that thefe different harbours are laid down with
accuracy and precifion, would be unneceffary ; it 1s fufh-
cient to obferve, that they were furveyed by Caprain Cook.

It

North Weft by North, with a freth gale at South South Eaft, and fair
weather ; but at nine in the evening it began again to blow hard and in
fqulls, with rain.  With fuch weather, and the wind between South
South Eaft and South Weft, I continued the fame courfe till the goth, at
four in the morning, when I fteered North by Weft, in order to make
the land. I rcgretted very much, indeed, that I could not do it foaner ;
for this obvious reafon, that we were now paffing the place where Geo-
graphers have placed the pretended Straight of Admiral de Fonte.  For
my own part, I give no credit to fuch vague and improbable © ¢« which
carry their own confutation with them. Neverthelefs, I was very defirous
of keeping the American Coaft a-board, in order to clear up this point
beyond difpute.  But it would have been highly imprudent in me to
have engaged with the land in weather fo exceedingly tempeftuous, or to
have loft the advantage of a fair wind, by waiting for better weather.
This fame day at noon we were in latitude 53 deg. 22 min. North; and

longitude 225 deg. 14 min. Eaft, See Cook’s Voyage to the Pacific
Ocean, Vol. ii. page 343.
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It is needlefs to trace this excellent Navigator’s Difco-
veries any farther to the Northward, as they are uncon-
neéted with the prefent Voyage, and their importance is
well known to the world ; but it may be neceflary to
obferve, that Captain Cook met with furs only in Cook’s
River, Prince William’s, and King George’s Sounds, fo
that thefe places were moft likely to engage the attention
of any perfons who fhould engage in that branch of com-
merce.

Who the Gentlemen were that firft embarked in the
fur-trade, is perhaps not generally known, though it is
certain they were not hardy enough to fend veflels in
that employ direé&ly from England ; for we find, that
the firft veflel which engaged in this new trade was fit-
ted out from China: fhe was a brig of fixty tons, com-
manded by a Captain Hanna, who left the Typa in Apil,
- 1785. His deftination was for King George’s Sound,
where he arrived the following Augutt.

Soon after his arrival, the natives attempted to board
his veflel in open day, but were repulfed with confide-
rable flaughter: this affair fecured the friendthip of the
Indians, for they afterwards traded quietly and peaceably.
Captain Hanna is faid to have procured a valuable cargo

c of

XVil
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of furs, though the number has never been mentioned.”
He left Nootka the latter end of September, and arrived:
at Macao the end of December of the fame year. The
fame Gentleman failed again from Macao in May, 1786,
in the Sea Qtter, of one hundred and twenty tons, and
arrived at King George’s Sound in Auguft.. The fuc--
cefs he met with in this expedition was never made:
known, but no doubt it was greatly inferior to that of
his former voyage :. he arrived at Macao in February,,

1787.

The fnow Lark, Captain Peters, of two hundred and’
twenty tons and forty men, failed from Macao in July,
1786.. Captain Peters had orders to make the North
Weft Coaft, by way of Kamichatka, and was dire&ed to-
examine-the iflands to the Northward of Japan.. He ar--
sived at Kamfchatka the 20oth- of Auguft, and left that
place the 18th of September.  Accounts have fince been
received, that this veilel was loft on Copper Ifland, and:
that only two of the people were faved.

In the beginning of 1786, the fnow Captain Cook,,
of three hundred tons, and the fnow Experiment, of one-
hundred!

# A particular account' of ‘the furs which have bBeen collected
\ ed.on the
North Weft Coaft, will be given in the. following Work..
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hundred tons, were fitted out from Bombay. Thefe vefl-
fels arrived at Nootka the end of June following 3 from
thence they proceeded to Prince William’s Sound.  After
fome ftay there, they left the coaft, and afterwards ar-
rived fafe at Macao; but the quantity of furs they pro-
cured is fuppofed to have been very inconfiderable.

In the Spring of the fame year, 1736, two veflels were
fitted out from Bengal, viz. the Nootka, of two hundred
tons, Captain Meares, and the Sea Otter, of one hundred

tons, Captain Tipping.

Captain Meares failed from Bengal in March, and an
account of his deftination is given in the following Work,
as he was met with by us in Prince William’s Sound.

The Sea-Otter, Captain Tipping, left Calcutta a few
days after the Nootka.  Her deftination was for Prince
William’s Sound, where fhe arrived in September, whilft
the Captain Cook and the Experiment were there.  She
left the Sound the day after, fuppofed for Cook’s River,
but having never fince been heard of, there can be but

little doubt of her being loft.
c 2 The

XIN
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The Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley, left Oftend the
latter end of November, 1786, and arrived at Nootka:
the beginning of June, 1787. Some account of his ex=
pedition will be met with in the prefent Voyage..

Having given a brief abftza& of the different Voyages.
which have hitherto been made to-the North Weft Coalt
of America, I cannot help noticing an expedition that
was planned prior to any of them, and which, had it
been carried into execution, muft have proved exceed-
ingly advantageous to the Proprietors, and very proba-

bly would have entirely engroffed this lucrative branch.
of commerce.

So early as 1781, William Bolts, Efq;. fitted out the
€obenzell, an armed fhip of 700 tons, for the North-
Weft Coaft of America. She was to have failed from-
Triefte (accompanied by a tender of forty-five tons) un-
der Imperial colours, and was equally fitted out for trade
or difcovery : men of eminence in every department of
{cience were engaged on board ; all the maritime Courts.
of Europe were written to, in order to fecure a good re-
ception for thefe veflels, at their refpeétive ports, and
favourable anfwers were returned ; yet, after all, this.

expedition, fo exceedingly promifing in every point of

VIEW,.



INTRODUCTION,

view, was overturned by a fet of interefted men, then in
power at Vienna.

This thort {ketch of what has yet been done in the fur
trade, will ferve to thew that the attention of every trader
for {kins on the: American Coait has been fixed on Cook’s
River, Nootka, and Prince William’s Sound ; but the
Reader will find, on perufing this Voyage, that a greater
quantity of furs may reafonably be expeéed in many
parts of the coaft, than at the harbours juft mentioned,
and will not, I hope, accufe me of vanity in afferting,
that a more fpirited undertaking was never fet on foot by
individuals, on z7ue commercial principles.

‘What additions we have made to the difcoveries of
Captain Cook, may eafily be feen, by cafting an eye on
the annexed general chart. However, as the whole of
it is not laid down from my own furvey, it will be but juf-
tice for me to mention the different authorities from which

T have taken the remainder;.

From the Kodiac of Captain Cook, (which is the Wef-
termoft part of the chart) to Whitfunday Bayj, is the fame
as publithed from Captain Cook’s furvey ; from thence

to Cape Douglas I have taken from the track of the fnow
Nootka,

" RXi
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Nootka, Captain Meares, which chart was put into my
hands by Mr. Rofs, Chief Mate, and the track is marked
with a dotted line. TFrom Cape Douglas to Cook’s Ri-

ver, and as far to the Southward and Eaftward as Port-
lock’s Harbour, is laid down from Captain Portlock’s and

my own furvey ; and here we differ in feveral places from
the -general Chart of Captain Cook.

From Portlock’s Harbour as far Southward as Beres-
ford’s lle, is entirely laid down from my own furvey.

The unfhaded part of the chart, from Woody Point
round to Cape Cox, is taken from two charts which Mr.
Cox very obligingly favoured me with ; the one by Cap-
tain Guife, Commander of the fnow Experiment; the
other by Captain Hanna, Commander of the {fnow Sea-
Otter ; and from Point Breakers South, is from a chart

by Captain Berkley, Commander of the Imperial Eagle.

It yet remains for me to befpeak the candour and in-
dulgence of the reader, in perufing the following Work,
as it was written by a perfon on board the Queen Char-
lotte, who has been totally unufed to literary purfuits, and
equally fo to a fea-faring life. However, to obviate any
objection that might poffibly arife from his deficiency in

I nautical
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nmautical knowledge, I have been particularly careful in
correéting that part of the Work, and by way of Appen-
dix, have given every thing of the kind which, in my opi-
nion, can be anv way interefting to a feaman ; as alfo a
fhort {fketch of the few fubjeéts we have met with in
Natural Hiftory, that are likely to engage the attention of
the curious ; and I hope that a plain narrative of fuc7s,
written at the time when the different occuirences hap-
pened, will prove interefting, though deficient in fincoth-
nefs of language, or elegance of compofition.

G. D
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LETTER L

DEAR HAMLEN,

HEN I took leave of thee at my departure from London, 1785,
thou prefledft me with all the warmth of friendfhip, to Augutt.
fend thee not only a defcription of every country and place I might ="
have an opportunity of feeing, but a minute account of every
circumftance, however trivial, that fhould occur during my naval
peregrination. I fhall endeavour to fulfil thy requeft with the
greateft pleafure, and that not only for thy amufement, but for
the employment of my own leifure hours.  As thy nautical excur-
fions, if I miftake not, never reached farther than Deptford or
Black-wall, I am lefs apprehenfive of any blunders I may make in
the ufe of terms relating to navigation, as it will not be in thy
power to laugh at my expence ; and I know thy generoiity too well,
to think thee capable of expofing my ignorance to the ridicule
2 A of



A VOYAGE TO THE

1785. of profeffional men. However, what I may fend, whether good

|A“g“&', or bad, will, I flatter myfelf, be acceptablf: to thee, if for no other:
reafon but that it comes from affuredly thine,
W. B..
GRAVESEND,
29th Auguft,

LETTER IL

PEAR HAMLEN,,

EF ORE I proceed to inform thee of any fea occurrences, it
will be neceffary to mention a few previous particulars, for

thy better information. Before I came on board, my idea of the
Voyage was fo very imperfect, that it was out of my power:to give:
thee any notion of our deftination. I now can tell thee, that
during the late Captain Cook’s laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, it;
was found that it would be eafily practicable to eftablith a valu-
able Fur Trade on the American Coaft, and to difpofe of them to.
great advantage at China. Though this was fo long fince as the-
year 1780, yet the profecution of any plan lay dorrﬁant till Spring:
laft, when a fet of gentlemen procured a charter from the South
Sea Company, and were incorporated for.the exprefs purpofe of
carrying on this trade to the beft advantage ; to facilitate which,

they purchafed two veflels, and got them ready for failing with.
all expedition.. t |

| The-
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The larger fhip is called the King George, and commanded by
Captain Portlock (who is Commander in Chief for the voyage) and
the fmaller veflel (which I am on board) the Queen Charlotte,
commanded by Captain Dixon. "

Thefe gentlemen were appointed to the command of this expe-
dition with peculiar propriety, not only as able navigators, but
(having been this voyage with Captain Cook) they well knew what
parts of the Continent were likely to afford us the beft trade ; and
could alfo form a tolerable idea of the temper and difpofition of
the natives: add to this, they are men of feeling and humanity,
and pay the moft ftrict attention to the health of their thips com-
panies, a circumftance of the utmoft cenfequence in a voyage of
fuch length as this feems likely to be. Having premifed thus far,
I fhall proceed to acquaint thee of every circumftance relating to
the Voyage ; but having an opportunity of forwarding this, I have
only time to fay, that I am well and truly thine,

W. B.

GRAVESEND,
2gth Auguft.

LETTETR IL

GOT on board the Queen on Saturday evening, the 27th
Auguft, and was received with great civility by my mefs-mates,
who were the Firft, Second, and Third Mates, the Surgeon, and
A 2 the
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the Captain’s Clerk. The Doftor (a young Scotchman of two
and twenty) very kindly explained to me the nature and ceconomy
of our mefs, and every other particular as far as time would permit.
When bed-time came on, I was in a fad dilemma, for my cot had
been fent by miftake on board the King George; but my friend
the Do&tor very kindly offered me part of his, which I accepted
with relutance, as I was fenfible it would greatly incommode
him : however, we made tolerable fhift. About midnight, the cot
broke down, and my fituation was truly difagreeable; but I chofe
to bear it patiently, rather than difturb my companion; but  the
grey morn in ruffet mantle clad,” was never more welcome to any
one, than the approach of this was to me. '

The fituation of life which I am now entering upon, being
altogether new to me, I muft inform thee of the plan I have laid
dewn for the regulation of ‘my future conduct; and I hope thou
wilt join with me in thinking it the moft probable method of
fecuring to myfelf a tolerable fhare of happinefs and tranquility
during my voyage. As I am a perfect ftranger to every perfon on
board, and equally fo to the manners and cuftoms of a fea-faring
life, I am determined to affimilate myfelf as much as poffible to
both, or, as Chefterfield phrafes it, to be All things to all men.”
This, I am afraid, will be no eafy tafk, but furely the objeét in
view 1s well worth any pains I can take to attain it,

I know thee to be fo fond of charadters, that thou art already
impatient to be acquainted with thofe of my fhip-mates; but
don’t be too much in a hurry; at a future opportunity I perhaps.
may oblige thee with an attempt of the defcriptive kind.

Our
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Our pilot being come on board, and every thing being ready for
failing, we weighed anchor on the 29th, at nine o’clock in the morn-
ing, and ftood down the river for Gravefend. The profpect on
each fide the river, though not {o enriched with gentlemen’s feats,
or pleafure grounds, as beyond London the other way, is truly
pleafing : it affords many extenfive views, which are agreeably

variegated, and inconteftibly prove, that Nature alone is often.

fuperior to the utmoft refinements of Art. The wind and tide
being in our favour, we came to anchor at Gravefend about two
- o’clock. Near this place is Tilbury Fort, the fight of which
reminded me of G. A. Stevens’s Politician, in his celebrated Lec-
ture on Heads. After dinner, I went with the Surgeon in one of
our boats to Gravefend, to purchafe fome neceffaries for our mefs,
and to gratify my curiofity with a fight of the place : but I can

give thee no farther defcription of it, than that the ftreets arc.

narrow and dirty, and the inhabitants chiefly thofe who gain a
livelihood by employment either at fea or on the river.

Though we were got thus far, yet our voyage had like to have
been greatly retarded, on the following account. The articles of
agreement being read to the people this evening, they refufed to
fign them without a greater advance of wages than is ufually
given ; but this Captain Portlock abfolutely refufed to comply

with, and after reafoning with them fome time, they chearfully

agreed to proceed on the voyage : thus, by the addrefs of Captain
Portlock, was this hiatus got over, which otherwife would have
proved very difagreeable, and poffibly have loft us the feafon.

On the 3oth in the morning, the people of both fhips were paid
what wages were due to them, together with a month’s advance,
which they prefently laid out in purchafing neceffaries of the flop-

boats
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Doats that came along-fide us, and who never fail to attend on

thefe occafions, well knowing that a proper failcr can never go to
fea with a fafe confcience, whilft he has any mongy in his pocket.
The tide ferving about eleven o'clock, we weighed anchor, and
ftood for the Downs. The water now began to have a greenifh
caft, and the fhip having a good deal of motion, I began to feel
myfelf rather fick, but it prefently went off, and I never felt any
thing of it afterwards, which was rather extraordinary, as there
are few frefh-water failors who are not troubled with fea-ficknefs.
The perfpective might now be faid to have rather a nautical ap-
pearance, as our diftance from fhore was confiderable, though we
never loft fight of land.

The day was agreeable and pleafant, and we came to anchor
about eight o’clock in the evening, without any material occur-
rence, near Margate, that place fo much frequented in the feafon
by the wives and daughters of the better fort of London citizens,
who refort here for the purpofes of drinking fea-water, wathing
away the finoke and duft of London, aping the manners of people
in high life, pulling to pieces the reputation of their neighbours,
and carefully concealing any flaws in their own. The wind being
fair, we again weighed anchor early in the morning, and after a
pleafant day’s fail, brought to a-breaft of Deal in the evening.

The fituation of Deal is pleafant enough, and particularly con-
venient for the contraband trade, which is carried on here to a
very great extent, onaccount of its vicinity to the Downs, and the
fhelter it affords for homeward-bound fhips. Add to this, the -
inhabitants are men of a moft enterprizing and undaunted fpirit,
defpifing all dangers, and will ftick at nothing to accomplith any
thizg":cy undertake. Indeed no man can be a compleat fmuggler
wiwouc thefe characteriftics.

The
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The wind being againft us, we lay here all the 1ft of Septem-
ber ; but in the morning of the 2d, a favourable breeze fpringing
up, we weighed anchor, and made fail. The adjoining ceaft feems
not to be 1n a high ftate of cultivation ; yet at times it affords
very agreeable profpects, particularly Dover, and its vicinity. I
could not behold the Catftle without calling to mind that cele-
brated defcription of the profpect from it in our immortal Shake-
peare’s King Lear. The day being pretty clear, we could plainly
fee the Coaft of France, and were in full view of Albion’s chalky
cliffs, thofe objeéts fo pleafing to a failor, after a long voyage, and
which I ardently hope to have the fatisfaction of again beholding
a few years-hence. We had very little variety in our progrefs, till
the sth, when a very heavy gale of wind {prung up, and our veflel
was toffed about at the mercy of the winds and waves. Every
thing now was hurry and diforder ; and the creaking of the thip’s
timbers, the noife of the people on deck running backwards and
forwards, and the howling of the winds amongft the mafts and
yards, added to the general confufion.

During this fcene, I kept below in the fteerage; in a fitua-
tion, not very agreeable thou mayeft be fure: indeed, had I
given way to the firft impulfes of fear, I fhould have been more
dead than alive ; butI had recollection enough to refle&t, that cur
Firft and Second Mates were experienced feamen, and that if
we were in any imminent danger, I fhould know it by thcir
countenances, which were the barometer by which I regulated
my feelings; and this prudent ftep a good deal leffened my
anxiety, for I learned from their difcourfe that they did not
apprehend any great danger, except from a lee thore, and we"
had day-light in our favour, and at a confiderable diftance from
land. Towards the evening the ftorm abated, which eafed my
apprehenfions, and I ventured on deck ; but, good God ! how was-

I amazed.

L

7

1785.
September.
[ |



T
.

1785.
‘September.
e ad

A VOYAGE TO THE

I amazed to fee the fea rolling in billows mountains high, and-
roaring in a moft tremendous manner, every wave fufficient to
fwallow up our little vefiel.

The next day the waters had recovered their ufual ferenity, and
all Nature feemed to be as it were renovated. How forcible is
that fimile of the good old Patriarch, when defcribing the fickle-
nefs of his fon: ¢« He fhall be (fays he) unftable as water.”
Thou wilt forgive me thefe trifling digreffions ; when they rife to
the end of my pen, (if I may be allowed the expreflion) I never
check them ; and thou, perhaps, wilt like them better than the
moft ftudied paragraphs.

My letter feems fwelled to an unreafonable length, therefore I
fhall only obferve-at prefent, that we came to anchor at this place
on the 8th in the afternoon, after a very agreeable day’s fail.

Thou mayeft expect a further continuation the firft opportunity
Thine, &c.
W. B.

SPITHEAD, i
gth September.

LETTER 1IV.

THI S place is fituated betwixt Portfinouth and the Ifle of
. Wight, and is about eight or ten miles over, Itis only a
harbour for veflels that drop in occafionally, or fuch of his Ma-

jefty’s
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jefty’s fhips as are deftined for immediate fervice. ‘The place for
veflels that are laid up, or repairing, being up a narrow creek,
which divides Portfmouth from Gofport.

One of the firft objects that prefented itfelf to my view, on our
firft coming to anchor, was the mafts of the Royal George, which
fhip, thou mayeft remember, went to the bottom a few years ago.
It is a melancholy reflettion, that near fifteen hundred poor fouls
thould perifh in a moment, many of whom were of the firft fami-
lies. There are a number of line of battle thips at anchor here, the
fight of which is quite a novelty to me; but that which renders the
profpect from hence completely charming, is the beautiful land-
fcape which the Ifle of Wight affords. Nothing in Nature can
prefent a more delectable appearance, than the enchanting verdure
of its fields and meadows. I can fay nothing of its infulated ap-
pearance, but am told, that it is at leaft equal to the coaft ; if o,
it muft be a moft defirable refidence for thofe who are fond of a
country retirement. -

Spithead is a moft excellent market for the farmer to difpofe of
his various produce, the number of fhips conftantly lying here
confuming mpore than they can pofiibly furnifh them with, and
for which they in general obtain good prices, (particularly in time
of war) though we laid 1n both live ftock and other neceflaries for
our mefs very reafonable, fuch as hogs, geefe, fowls, rabbits, ducks,
and hams; cheefe, butter, onions, potatoes, &c. &c.

Amongft the men of war at anchor here, is the Goliah, of 74
guns, Captain Sir Hyde Parker. Mr. Lauder, (our Surgeon) had
been Surgeon’s Mate on board her, and having a number of ac-
quaintance there, he very kindly invited me to go on board along

B with
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with him. Thou mayeft be fure that I was greatly pleafed with
fuch an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, and readily accept-
ed his invitation. We were on boa