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PREFACE.

TxE history of the following remarkable productions of their illustrions author’s mind,
may be very briefly told. They were wriiten some time ago,with the kind infention of
serving a youthful friend, then pursuing his theologica! studies; but without the slighrest
id a that they would ever meet the public eye. Circumstances, however, which
have occurred since that period, induced the gentleman for whom they were composed,
1o réquest the author’s pennission to publish them for his own benefit, which was
cordially granted,

In these Discourses, the reader will find some ofthe most momentous questions
which can exercise the human mind, discussed with great eloquence, ingennity,
and force of argnment. Yetit was not without a strong feeling of diffidence, that
the writer consented to lay before the public this new and striking proof of the
strength and versatility of his genius, as will appear from the following Extract of a
Lerter.

“The Religious Discourses which you call to my mind, were written entirely for
_your use, and are therefore your property. They were never intended for publica-
:tion, as nohody knows better than yourself; nor do I willingly cousent that they should
.be now given to the press, as it may be thought that 1 have intermeddled with matters
for which I have no comumission. I have also to add, that they coutain nu novelty of
thillion. and no attempt at brilliancy of compnsition. They were meant, I may
‘remind you, to show that a rational and practical discourse upon a particular text was
‘a task more easily performed than you, in your natural anxiety seemed at the time
di~posed to believe. I am afraid that those who open this pamphlet with expectations
_of a higher kind, will be much disappointed. As, however, yonseem to be of opiniva,
that the puablication might be attended with much benefit to von, T make no object-
ion te it, and will be glad to hear that it suits your purpose. This Letter will suffi-
ciently indicate my conseat to any gentleman of the trade with whoim you may treat.

I am yours, very sincerely,
’ “W. 8.7

Abbatsford, January 2, 1828,



DISCOURSE 1.

THE CHRISTIAN AND THE JEWISH DISPENSATIONS COMPAREY,

MATTHEW v, XVII.

3
* Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the Prophets ; I am not come to
destroy but to fulfil.”

TaE Sermon on the Mount formed one of those vecasions upon which our blessed
Suviour condescended to intimate to his followers, at considerable length, the pur-
pose of his heavenly mission, and the relation which it bore to the ancient dispensa-
tion of Moses, under which the Jews hac been trained for so many centuries, 'The
text before us, as well as the words which follow in the same chapter, contain an ex-
Press and general declaration on this subject, starthng perhaps to those who listened
to the Divine speaker ar the time, and on which infidels in subsequent times have en-
deavoured to ground a charge of inconsistency. We will presumne, with such con-
ciseaess as the occasion requires, and with the humility becoming those who venture
to approach the Ark of the Covenant, to consider this most importaut declaration as
it eoucerns—-First: Those to whom it was instantly and directly addressed ; and,
Secondly, the pr. seat generation, who [ook back on what was thea spoken with the
adrvdanlag'e of comparing the divine prophecy with the events which have since en-
sued.

Upon the first point we are to remember. that Jesus came to his own, and that his
owa received him not. He proffered the inestimable treasures of the Gospel to that
chosen people to whom God himself had condescended to be legislator ; and vain of
their own imaginary wealth, they refused to accept this new and far richer gift at his
bands. Nay, it even seemed that the nearer they approached in external observan-
ces, at least, to claim in a peculiar wanner the title of children obedient to the law
of their heavenly father, the less were the Jews disposed to recognize Him that was
greater than Moses. His mission was rejected by the Sadducees, the freethinlkers of
the Judaical inatitution, whod sbelieved Lhe existence of angel and spirit, and whose
sceptical and selfish opinions made them deafto the proclamation of salvation. They
who believed in no state offuture retribution, and conceived that the souls and bo-
dies of men went down to the grave togetber, luxurious as men who would enjoy the
passing hour, and indifferent as men who held speculative doctrines as of trifling im-
portance, were naturally averse to the reception of a system which implied a geveral
renunciation of all temporal benefits, and subjected the disciples of Christ as well as
their Divine Teacher, to peril, privation, captivity, and death, .

But besides these Epicnreans of Israel, the Pharisees, also, a sect who place_d their
pride in the mos: precise observances of the law of Moses ; who admitted the existence
of a state of future rewards and punishments; who believed in the immoutality of the
sonl, and were systematically regular in divine worship and religious ordinances, were
even more inimical to the Gospel than the Sadducees themselves. What stariled
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the Atheist amid his carnal enjoyments, no less distorbed the hypocrite ; whe, in the
plevitude of spiritnal pride, thauked G‘r_ud that he !md not made hun as other wen, ar
eveu as the hamble publican, who, with a contrite and broken heart, was laying a
eonfession of his sins before an offended Deity.
The cause of the Pharisees’ unbelief, and their strennous opposition to the Gospal te-
nets, had root undonbtedly in our blessed Saviou;’s delec.tion of their hypacrisy, and
his publicly exposing the foul principles and practices which they covered with the
most formal affectation of strict holiness, They conid nor bear the light, which, not
content with playing on the outside of their whited sepulchres, penetrated into their
foul charnels, and showed 10 the public gaze the dust and rotteness which their showy
exterior concealed. They could not enure the friendly zeal of the Divine Physician,
when he rent from their wounds the baisams with which they soothed, and the rich
tissues under which they concealed thews, and exhibite:] festering and filthy cancers
which could be cured only by the probe, the knife, and the caurery. Hence they
were. (ram the beginning of our Saviow’s ministry until its dreadful consummation,
(in which they had a particolar sharve,) the constant enemies of the doctrine and of the
person of the blessed Jesns, Under his keen and searching eye, the pretensions which
they had so long made in order to be esteemed of men, were exposed without disguise 3
their enlarged ganneats and extended phylacteries, their lengthened prayers, their
formal ceremonial, and tithes of mint and anise, were denpunced ‘as of no avail
without the weighter matters of the law—justice, mercy, and faith, Feeling thus
their own sanctimonious professions held up to contempt, and their pretensions to
public veneration ¢t once exposed and destroyed, the Pharisees became the active and
violent opposers of those doetrines to which the Sadducees, with sullen apathy, seemed
to bave refused ahearing. It wasthe Pharmsees who inaligned the life of our blesse ¢
Lord ; who essayed ta perplex the wisdom of Omnipntence by vain and captious in-
terrogatories 5 and who, unable 1o deny those nuracles by which the mission of Christ
was anthenticated and proved, blasphemously impnted them to the agency of d&mons.
But, in particular, their objections were founded upon argnments the most
powerfulof any with the pride and pational prejudiees of the Jews, when they
objected that Jesus of Nizareth had it in contemplation to innovate upon and
destroy the Levitical Liaw, that ancient and solemun system of institutions com-
mitted to the children of Israel by Qunnipotent wisdow ; the demolition of which
must have had the natural consequence of blending together Jews and Gentiles, and
siripping the former of all those distingmished priviledges whieh were assiﬂr;ed to
them as rhe.children of the promise. Such arguments, we may easily cu,?)ceive
“:rere more |ll}P’5_V than any other 1o obstruct the progress of the Christian religi_on.,
Who s this,” the scoffers inight have said, “ who is wiser than Moses, and more
holy than Aaron ? Wro isthis, who presumes to lower and deface the g,lory of the
sanctuary, and to annal those institations, to the observance of which such splendid
promises, to the negleet of which sueh direful punishments are annexed in the
Mosaic statutes @' Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to d
them: such are the recorded words of the Abmighty—* And who is he num',iwlﬁ go
blinded Israehies have demanded, “ who pretends to relax or innovate 1’ y,. e
so fearfully sanctioned ? The text whick ; fpon & system
carii e ich we have before us must be considered as
the answer of Jesus 10 these wisrepresentations— Think nof ihat Iam cometo dest "
l{ze 1'119 and the prophets ; I wm not come to destroy, but tofulfil. Ard tﬁisod e"l T“,y
;::)Pnacwt:leldhzlf?j"l(: Fq""“}."h““e, Wg'“'her we exawiine 1t with reference to the dni(t‘r?r:;;
i Morced by our Saviour. or to that fulfilment of the law d th
prophets which arose from his life, his sufferings, and his da: 7 2 an .the
Considering the text in !hEﬁrs; Puim‘nfvie%l’ lh] s death for our redamption,
in 1he Sermon on the Mount, show rhat Jesus‘th.e d.(?;’.prln(:lpal wobics Insisted upon
work, preached 1o his disciples. and to the Jows i oneral the gy upon a divine
by showing ¢ ; « a0 s in general, the fulfilment of the Law,
cry)nslsted,g hewn in what the spirit and efficacy of the Mosaic institutions acmally’
Although there be no guesti ;
pleased " enlighten the p,v?a:e:,‘;or:A:‘};“"::ﬁ.l::f'l'_‘gh'y’ through all ages, had been
and know the secret purposesof his dis 115 among his chasen penple, 10 see
peusation, yet 1t is certain that the great ma. -
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jority of the Jenish nation had, for some time prior to the advent of our Savinut,
fallen into many gross and carnal errors both respeciing the Law and 1he Praphets,
1n 1egard to the former, they, and particnlarly 11 e sect of the Pharisees, seem to have
lost all sense of the end and purpose of the types and ceremonies enjoined by Moses,
and to bave substitued the minute discharge of bis ntual as sumething exvellent and
meritortous in itself, capable of being 1ecerved as an atonement for the neglecting
those general poims of virtwe and morality upon which that dispensation as well ag
all that emanates from the Divine Author, was originally founded, and with which it
ought for ever to have been animated. But when the observance of the minute cere
monial was substituted instead of love to God and duty to our neighbours, the s-stem
resembled some ancient tree, which continues to show green honghs and a stately
form 1o those who regard it only on the outside, but when carefully examined proves
rotien and false at heart, and valueless excepting as a atter of outward show ;

“ All green and wildly fresh without, but wern and gray within.”’

Tu pointing out to his hearers, therefore, the true fulfitment of the Taw, our blessed
Redeemer showed that it cousisted not in a strict and literal interpreiation of the ex-
Piess precepts of the law, butin the adoption of an ample and liberal interpretation,
carrying the spirit of each precept into all the vorresponding relations of life.  Thus,
he taught that not aloue by actual slanghter was the perpetrator in danger of judg-
ment, butthat all causeless enmity, all injurions langoage, the source and provocation
of deeds of violence, was forbidden. Not only, added the ssine pure and heavenly

- teacher, is the foul act of aduliery probibited in the law, but all unclean thonghts
_which lead to such a crinve, are’ forbidden by the same precept. The same law, pur-
sues the divioe interpreter, which prohibits a hreach of oarh, forbids, by its essence. all
idle and unnecessary appuals to that solemnity ; and the sume precept which rerbally
gops no farther than to enjoin an equitable retribution of injuries according te the lex
talionis, includes in it 4 recommnendarion to humility, to patience uader and forgive-
ness of injuries, 1o universal henevolence, to the return of good for evil,and to the prac-
tice of every virtue, not 10 the restricted and limired sense of eompliance with the let-
ter of the Liaw, but with an exiended and eomprehensive latitude, hecoming the chil-
dren of our heavenly father, whose universal benevolence canses s sun to rise on the
evil and the good, nd his rain to descend on the just and the unjust.

1o this sense. therefore as a commentaror on the law, and addressing himself to those
who were born uader its dispensations, did Jesus come not 1o destroy, but to (aldi ir;
not to take away the positive promibition of gross evil, but 1o exiend thar protubitinn
against the entertainment of angry and evil thoughis, which are the parents of such
actions ;—not to diminish 1he interdietion against violence and malevolence, but to
enlarge it inta a positive precept enjoining to benevolence in action,and resignation in
snffering. At the same time,our Saviour taught the inferior value of that compliance
with the formis of the ritual so much insisted on by the Pharisees,when placed in conr-
petition with the practice of the virtues enjoined by the law ;—and that reconciliation
with an offended brother, was a duty preferable even to theoffering up a gift,although
the devout ceremonial was already commenced by its being faid npon the altar, Iv a
word, onr Saviour taught Ins disciples such a ‘ulfilinent of the Law as might in spiit
arrd effect far exceed thedry, formal, literal compliances of which hypocrites showed
theinselves capable, for the carna} purpose of raising themselves ia the opinion of
otherz: and he sealed his interpretation with the +wful denunciation, Excep! your
-righteousnrss shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in
‘no rase enter the kingdom of heaven.

Thus (ar, therefore, have we proceeded upon the first head of our disconrse, being
an arlempt to show how far the doctrines of Christ, as preached before his disciples,
were consonant to atid a fulfilment of the law of Moses; and it would be no difficult
task to prove, from a comparison of texts, thatthe geruis of the Christian doctrine,
30 beautifully and broadly developed aud displayed in the Gospel, are to be found in
the ancieat dispensation, althongh they had heen unhappily lost sight of by surh
‘Pretenders to sanctity, ameng the Jews, as found the observauce of the Mosaic cere-
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tnonial, more easy than comphiance with the benevolent precept enforced as well ib
the Law as in the Gospel. Thou shalt love thy neiphbour as thyself. Lev. 2ix. 18,
B such an investigation wonld lead us (0o far fronsour present purpose, .
Secondly. The Liaw was not only expounded by Jesnsin reference 10 1t being ful-
filled in spirit and in trath by nis disciples. This exposition indeed was all that could
be distinctly understood by the ears which bis immediate discourse made blessed 5
but there was a further and more wisterions meaning, not 10 be understood at the
moiment by those to whom the text wag addressed, but upon which future eveonts, the
death and resurrection of our blessed Saviour, and the general increase of Chris-
tianity, have cast an awful and important light. The Law and rhe Prophets were
ot to be destroyed, bot to be falfilled, ot only by the doctrines which Christ
preached explanatory of their trie import, but by the events of his life, and by 1he
scheme of redemption which he prowmolgated.  And it is here that infidels, availing
themselves as usaal of an insulated text, and sabjecting it to their own exclusive in-
terpretation, have asked the Christians trinmphantly, in what manner the words of
the Fouader of our religion have been verified.  “ Come not ke,* say such cavillers,
& to destroy the Liaw and the Prophets, briefly after whose advent Jerusalem and her
temple were destroyed, her sanctuary defiled and violated, and the observances of
the Mosaic Law rendered in many instances impossible, even to the scetiered remnant
who yet proless obedience tothem 2 Are not these,” such persens urge,  the direct
ennsequences of the‘Chrisnan religion ?—is not the dasiruction of the law of Moses
includeq in the detall_\vhich we have given? and can it then he saidthat the Founder
(i)tr?:'he rival dispensation came upon earth not to destroy the old Law, but 1o Sufil
. Such are the objections 10 which _it .is our duty to be prepared with an answer,
showing a reason for the faith that is invs.”  We shall for this purpose view the te ’t
both in the negative and positive branch, and endeavour to poove, Ist. That ("hri,:t
came not to destray the Law.  2dly. That hy his coming the [,aw,was fulfilled : and
to such an extent, that as never a richer propitiation was made to offended j y n
never were unhappy crimiaals, if enabled by faith to discover the trne 1‘\7' v Jetee
more fully enti led.m sue out their pardon under a law, which, huwever:' r;:izar;lévé
?:]Pﬁqieg? the sutferings and death of our blessed Redeemer, completely sahsﬁed' and
mrst. Our blessed Saviour came not t
typical ceremanial, the mational and pe;l(lliisr"?:,a‘sﬁlkzt‘: of Moses ; _and that the
) g k s of the Jewish legis|
should be abrogated, was no condition of the Gospel offered egislator
quence of their own rejection of the terms of ;'r)ﬁ'en- d re(' lu_lhem, buta canse-
forgetful of the promise be had made to his servant)l At eh sa»va\mn, God was not
Jerusalem and its Temple are to be charged, not upo :La dam_, and t.he destruction of
the infatnated presumiption of the Jewish t'eachef' I de e Le@s}amr’ tut upon
people in general. The gate of salvation was o 3 ac;l the judicial madness of the
Gentiles were ealled vpon to enter in, por was pened for the Jews, long before the
and cast forth his only Son, that the Lord of ‘:;" until the wicked labourers had slain
wicked labourers, and let his vineyard to oth el'vmeyard was moved to destroy these
the fruits in their seasons. er labourers, who should render to him
The truth of what is ahove stated 1 i
Saviour was born a Jew, and fr:"me:dh‘:: E:’:‘d}fl‘\t,‘ when we consider that our holy
Dispensation of Mases, complying in his Ow“u Vs deatl.l was strickly subject to the
recommending similar complisnce to all his d_mpelrson with all its ceremonials, and
no neglectof the typical or ceremonial part of-”;P_fs and followers, in order that by
justified in the calumnies which accuseid him fel' refigion, the Pharisees might e
Moses. Tn the very losson which inenleates 'h(; a0 attempt to desiroy the law of
lence tothe payment o) tithes and other matters ;‘f)pel:lof"y of the duties of benevo-
as existing duties, though precedence in weiéhl osservance, both are mentioned

and importance is given to the
# John viii. 56. You ioi
was glad, t father Abrahain rejoiced to see my day ; and he saw it and
t
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former.* 7Y, by
S =These thrnee ouohl
o e o ;
sther undone.  \. i, nh.’«T msy hemfmvf donc’, !:yq our Lord, and not to feave the
o i . 4 powe a 'ox .
Wwere commanded by iy et Tt |( ' I' ].“ lu\m_c.ml the 4i k 10 health, they
the Law. 0w alboccais anr divine ::I"‘]|" ¢, aud pwify themselves aceurding o

. - o ¢ Mediator sie ol ; i
P”"z within the pale of bis silvaion, the 'mv" )\VBII. I!l(-‘ mortanxious wish to
itec ol the Deiv s and it was fin 'th’) " lll tent peaple distinganished as the fayonr-

s 1 N P ) . .
when he belield their hd ! he poured Jorth the pathetic 1amentaring

macy rejecting the means of syl i i ’
descended cven to cntrent ety (e . o Silvanon which e had con-

A ' reeve {ron ands-—
which killest the proph-1s. and stonest oo lh:u'qul‘ mlnld.~u O Jerusalem, Jeruglem,

) ) . B wby 8P ’ 4
gathered ty childven toseth v, asa hen doth sather b ~”I e oo aften wnuld [ ve
ye weuld nol! Luse suic 3t The abr gather her brood under her wings, and
hjec Sy ooNMteoh e abrogation of te Jewish Low was N
ahject of Chiist ~ missinn, hecame mnhy T e s : ! Wowas "”.' then the
obdura‘e blinduess, i tejrerne ail s on b ! n':r guience ol their own wicked and
fori 1o them, as the elder h.,.f. ere the Grl I}l “l"lﬂn O etvation which were feld

. ! e endiles, like vonuger ehildy invi
10 ice e . v children, were invite

l-’u‘r*pllnllllhe hertmee which the others hid repuiliated. s ’ ed

vould be a vain and idle inquiry H
! o asl, in what exte ;

Moraic 1itna] might beve ‘"l)‘iy?‘v' Jag ol In g ‘,' nt, or 1o what purpose the
heli! forth tn them Jut it ii.» il ‘n 't' ooy accepted of the weaune
o | . virlents fromy many passiges in Serp 3
ool or, froas the wiitings of the Apost} f " iles e, and in par-
of Monee oo e te Apostie of the Gentiles, that ot only wus the Law
eurlie o1 *tmed cavent apon sueh as had heen bred vp init, but wanv of the
210 r B AC ) H H |

ier (- TIsan l(l:.u.hers enoneonsly conreived that its oblizations exiended to con-
verls made (ram the hea:lien world at Lirge.  And althopeh S Panl esuab ned this
Fizoun i Bich off )

G: url' as upplmue to the plan aw_i scope of the Gm’pel, which offered silvation to
: ll te as well as 10 J(:'\v, and maintained the circumcivion of the new Law was that
(] ; IP‘ heart a.nd not of the letle, ; yet, in contending (or the freedom of the Gentiles,
and th E gl i \
‘} ! .Preby incaleulably enAlmgmgth pale of salvation, the Apostle condemns not
the observances of the Jewish proselytes, bt allows that ont of circomcision acises
‘rjnucn profit every way [.Indpstnn_red, therefore, and uncondemued by the new
h“f"nne' |ihg Musaie institniions continned i linger, as things permitied (o the Jews,
Cu not enjnined ta mhe'r vCllrls(mnﬁ. until that part of the Church which consisied of
liristian Jews or Jadaizing Chnsians, godually diminiching, merged at length in
the %m,\r_m rssof Christiciv, and availed themselves of the gen:ral liberty,

We will suppns= ithat our et still proseenies his objectinns, and nrges further,
thar nl.rhnngh the Law of Mosex was not expressly abrogated by the Christian s
peusation, still i w s superseded, and its desirnetion followed as a inatter of comse;
and thereCoe, that if Chast cume not an poepose to desroy the Law and the Pios
phers, still by and rhrongh his miscion, it wag acroally destroyed. T this we have
alrga«_ly returned one anawer. It was not the offer of the Gospel 1o the Jews. bat
their ignorant and prejudiced rejection of that inestimahle gift, which jecusioned the
destruction of Jemsﬂ,levn,A and tne desolation of Judahy even as the storm and
overthrow of a besieged citv iy not produced iy a message, offering the inhabits
easy terms of safe suhmission, but by their own obstinacy in vefisng 10 aceept what
was mercifitlly rendered.  But auother answer remains, comprehending within brief
eompass the great and awfi) mysiery of Christianity.

Christ did o0t come, as we have already seen, o destroy the law; bot, second’

. o ’ £

That which 1s filfitied can in a0 sense be said to be desioyed,

he came to f0'fil it.
Thus, the crop

even thongh by means of its heing fulfitled it should cease to exisr.
of the hnshandman 1s destraved. if it perish throngh tempest in the field; but if it is
gathered into the garner, and pat to the proper uses of man, itis not in any seise
destrnyed, thongh cousmme ¢ but, o the contary, the purpases of its heing reared
are legitimarely folfilled.  And in this sense the law of Moses heing (ulfilled in Cliist
Jesus, remains no longer hinding on e faithful followers,  He hath gathered in the
harves', and invites them fur his sake and his name, to o ke of the bicad of lite,
which by their own exertions they could never have vbtaine

.

# Mathew xxiii. 23; and Luke xi. 42
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Our time is too limited to enlarge upon a doctrine in which is contained the very
essence of our holy religion, and which in i1s breadth and profundity is deserving
of more volumes than we can at present bestow words.  Still, an outline, however
brief and imperfect, wust be offered of the great and wonderful mystery of our sal-
vation in the fulfilnent of the law of Moses by our blessed Redeemer. |

The books en which the Jewish religion was founded, were of two  classes—the
Law, and the Prophets. :

The one announces typically, and the ‘pther prophetically, that the system of Mases
was but for a season, and that it was to be in due time superseded by a brighter and
wmore efficacions display of the divine power, and the arrival upon earth of a greater
than Moses. The law of Moses was in itself a perfect law, but it enjoined perfect
compliance with that law on the part of beings whose nature was imperfect. The
bloud of rams and of goats offered in the temple was but the type of that inestimable
sacrifice which was to atone for our imiperfect obedience, and be offered up for our
iniquities, Under the Mosaic dispensation, therefore, the law was incomplete with
respect fo those to whom it was given, for it could not be obeyed, or, in the words of
our text, fulfilled. :

The law of Moses was an institution of types aud eeremonies, of minute observances :
and abounding with positive injunctions and prohibitions, which, viewed separately,
and with no regard to the system of whichthey made a part, or of their own latent
and hidden meaning, might seem to a hasty ohserver arbitrary and trivial. Nay,
as we have already seen, the wisest among the Jews themselves, and they who af-
fected most sancity, were so far misled as to admire and practise this ritual for its own
sake, and to the neglect both of the moral injunctions of the law, and of the hidden
meaning of those very ceremonies intended to keep their minds awake, and open
their eyes to conviction, when they should see, in the person of the Messiah, the types
of their law paralleled and explained in those realities which they had dimly and
vaguely indicated and shadowed forth, Such was the correspondence between the
worship and sacrifices in the Temple, and that one great sacrifice by which all
was {ulfilled or accomplished;—such was the Scape-goat sent into the wilderness,
laden with the sius of the people, in presage of Him who alone conld have borne the
burden of buman iniquity ;—such was the veil of the sanctuary which was rent asun-
der at the cousmmmation of the great Atonement, to intimate that the division between
Jew and Gentile was no more;—such were many, very many othev typical parts
ofthe Jewish law, the meaning of which has been expounded hy the Advent of
Christ ; and such an analogy doubtless prevades the whole system, even where our
eves may beton weak,our judgments too obtuse to trace it. The law of Moses,
there(ore, so far as it was formal or ritual, was fulfilled and rot destroyed—the type
became unnecessary when the event typified had taken place; and if the observance
of the Hebrefw rites was, as we have seen, indulged to those who had been educated:
under the law, it was withont any okligation apon those who had been horn free.t

The second class of sacred boolts under the Jewish Dispensation were those of the
.}'li‘7phf‘rf5§ and to these every Chiistian, capable of giving « reason for the hope which
is in him, points with exaltation, and appeals to their contents as the most undisputed
proof of s sacred religion.® "Throughout all thebooks of these holy men, who,
writing nnder the immediate influence of the Spirit of God, foretold the secret pur-
poses of Heaven ta those among whom they lived, repeated reference is made to the
grenrchapge which was 10 take place in 1he destinies ofthe world hy the Advent of
that Messiah whom the Jews continue vainly toexpect. Alas! the gathenng of the na~

_* Cbrist himself, St. Luke informs us [xxiv. 27.] when he appeared to the two
disciples at Emmaus, after his resurrection, “ beginning at Moses and all the pro-
phets, expouaded unto them in all the Seriptures the things concerning himself.” And
upon that occasion reproved his disciples for the backwardness of their belief in
doubling that the prophecies would be fully accomplished by his resurrection. He
also said to the twelve, prev.ous to the awful consummation of his death, [Lukexviii,
31.] “Behold we go upto Jerusalem, and ali,things thatare written by the prophets
concersing the Sun of Manshall be accomplished,” —~Eprtor. '
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‘tions has already taken place, and those who were first have becoms last, yet wo hape
will vot altimately remain last in the road of salvation. Aninfatuated and fata}
blindness occupied their eyes and understanding and prevented them frem observing
how, in the most minute points, the prophecies of thew sages were (ulfilled in the
person and history of Christ—how the various predictions and the events in which
they were realized, united in the closest correspondence to each other—Ilike the partg
of some curious wmachine, wrought separately by the art ofthe mechanic, but with
such accurate adjustm e nt, that no sooner are they puttogether, than out of detactied
vortions and limbs, there is composed, merely by their union, a whole, working with
the most delicate accuracy the purpose for which it waswmivented.  Such is the nature
of the fulfilment of the law by Chris Jesus. He rvecalled that part of its institutions
which concerned general virtue and duty, and.which has been distinguished from the
ceresnonial part by the title of the Moral Law, from the narrow and res'ricted sense
to which the Jewish Rabbis had contracted it, by a close and verbal interpretation
ofits precepts. He explained irs types, and fulfilled us prophecies, by his life, suf-
ferings, and death. He did more, much more than all this. Hepaid in bis own
_inestimable person that debt which fallen man owed to Almigh'y justice, and which,
hankrupt by natare. it was impossiblefor him tc discharge. He took npon himself
that curse of t"-e law which mere humanity coald nat endura, and by his perfect ob-
edience aad butter sufferings, he made that atonement whieh his'heavenly Father had
a right tu exact, but which even the destenction of the world conld not have made;
and gave us a right, trusting in his werits, to plead an exemption from the strict and
severe denunciations of the law nnder which we couid not survive,
In 1o sense, therefore, was the ancieat Musaic Law destroyed. If may be compa.ed
to the moon, which is not forced from her sphere, or cast headlong (romn the Heavens,
but which, having (ulfilled her course of brightness, fades away gradaaily before the
more brilliantand perfect light of day. May Gad in his merey make us all partakers
of the blessings purchased and promised by bis blessed Bon, by whow the law was
not destroyed, but fulfilled !



DISCOURSE IL

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEGUS.
PSALM L.

1. “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the wny of sinners. nov sitteth in the seat of the scornful. . !
9. Bat his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in-hisluw doth he meditate day
and night. .
8.+ Agd he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his
Sruit in his seasan ; his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
4.+ The ungodly are not so: butarelike the chaff which the wind driveth awny.
5.4 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinnersin the congre-
gation of the righteous.
6.4 For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous; but the wayof the ungodly shail
perish.” ’ .

Asa prelude to the various lessons of holiness, which his lyrical eompositions
contain, the Psalmist, in the very first verse of these divine hymus, has treated. in
general, of the condition of the nghteous and the wicked, rhe blessings which Piovi-
desice has destined for the former, and the misery and wretchedness to which the
latter are certainly condueted, by the indulgence of their evil propensities; or, as the
Raubrick expresses it—the happiness of the godly, the unhappiness of the ungodiy.

Luv tre first and second verse is described that line of conduct by which man, ap-
proaching as nearly tothe full discharge of his duties, as his finite and imperfect
faculties pevmit, muy be supposed, in some sort, to merit the temporal and spiritoal
blessings annexed 1o obedience to the law of God, And here it must be ohserved, that
the duties peculiarly inculcaled, are those which immediately regard our Creator; and
that those which we owe to our brethren of mankind, though of equal obligation,

* are postponed on the present occasion, the fear of God being the root and source out
of whieh our ove to our neighbonr must spring, and on which it must be grafted,
otherwise it will, like wilding fruit, bear neither substance nocflavour. The qualities
required of him who would obtaiu the blessing promised in the text, are of two kinds,
negative and positive.

“T'he manis blessed,” saith our text, thas walketh not in the counsel of the un-
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” In
general, those three expressions uray be considered as relating tothe same general
proposition, and as amounting to a peremptory prohibition on the religious to frequent
the society and company of the ungodly. The cause of this general interdict is too
obvious to be insisted upon. Man, natorally a social animal, is led by example to
gond or to evil, and the best may have enough to do in resisiing the evil propensities
of s own bosom, without their being strengthened and enforced by the contagions
imercuu(se of thuse who are in the daily practice ofindulging their passions. Be
- not deceived,” saith the Apostle; “ evil communication corrupts gond manners.”

The surest bond for our own continuing in the right path, is to abstain from the
gounsel which causeth to err.

But as error and its cavses may be various,
out into three especial warnings, respecting the various kinds of evil communication
which are eschewed and avoided by him whom the Psalmist pronounces biessed.

& [-_Ir. ~alketh not in the counset of the nugodiy; that is, he seeks not their society,
ner jeins with then in their modws of reasoning, adopts net the selfish and\wcxldly:

sn the verse we have read, branches
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w'-:f‘n arguments by which they impeach perhaps the troth and sanctity of the word
of dud, o1 enervate the cuergy of his precepts, 01 gluss over and apologize for thewr
ovn neglect ol relyons duties.  The divine may be doulnless called upon by his
office, and f)lhqr men, by ciremnstances anne xed to their sicuation in sociely, to hear
such reasoning in the mouths of seeprics and voloptuaries; and it 1s 10 such cases 1he
duty, not ofthe clergy-nan alone, but of all who are coperent fo the tusk, to refure
and regel the <ophistries of the profaue and unwo ily Tuis, however, is not a walking
by their cousel, but a marening in oppasition to then —it is a going forth against
them in the name of the Lowid God of Israel whom ihey hve defied, and at no tume
is the character of “he righieous wan mare veoerable, 1han when. with the calmuess
which the <ubject requires, and the gentleness which compassion for a blinded sinner
Qught to inspire, 't withaut a shadow of fear or of doust he siands forth, like Elibu,
ll.u champion of the good canse; nor can he fusther depart from his charaeter (pas-
sively at leas:) than when, a mean and timid listener 10 doctrines, which if they shave
nor his own faith, may corrupt that ot ethers, he 1s a patieutauditor of the connsel of
the nugodle.

Secondly. The man is blessed who standeth not in the way of sinners. 1In the
formes clanse ol the verse we are prohibited (o hsten to the theory of it 1his we are
forbidden to afford conutenance by piesence and acquiesence io the practice. We
are not to lay the flattering unction to onr souls—I have been with drunkards, but
I was not dronken—I have been with en of violence, b 1 partook o in dherr
aggressions —[ was in the company of aa evil tronp, b [ comemirted not evil along
with themr.  Is ir then no evil 1o defile the hands that should be pure, and the cve
thar should be single! Lot us not permit the signt of gnilt to faanlianize our beacts
to the peactice of it ; for even iff we ~anld be contident in aar owa godliness, (as God
knows such confidence is in itself a sinful rashiness,) how aiy inay be misled by the
apparent countenance which our presence has atforded! Huw manv, even of the
ungodly themselves, may have beean strengthened in error, by supposing the gult
of tueir actions could not be so great. sincea professorof righleousness continued
the voluntary wituess of whatthey did! Wherefore let us beware that we couunte-
nance not sin hy standing in the path of sinuers.

Thirdly. Nor sitteth ke, whom the psalmist describes. in the seat of the scornful.

T iore1s s grave and _eiusive reasoning winch causeth to err —tuerve is an example
‘of sin which 18 more seductive than sophistry —but there 1s a third, and to many dis-
pusitinns 2 yet more formidable mode of seduction, arising {rom evil communica-
tion. [t is the fearof ridicule. afear so much engrafied ou our nature, that many
shrink with apprehension from the laugh of scorners, who could refote their argu-
ments, resist their example, and defy their violence. Theré has never been anbour
or an age, 10 which this forinidable weapon has been more actively employed agaiust
the Christians faith th.n our own day. Wit and ridicule have (ormed tbe poigonant
sauce with which infidels have seasoned their abstract reasoniogs and voluptuaries
the swinish messes of pollution which they have spread vablosiingly before the
public. 1ris a weapon suited to the character of the Apostate Spirit himself, such
as we conceive him to be—loving pothtug, honouring nothing, fecling neither the
en‘husiasm of religion nor of praise, but striving to debase all that is excellent. and
degrade all that is noble and praiseworthy, by cold irony and contemptuous
sneering.

We are far from terming a harmless gratification of a gay and lively spirit sinful
or even useless. It has been said, and perhaps with truth, that there are lempers
which may be won to religion,b) indulging thew in their natural bent towards aayety.

But supposing it trite that ajest inay sometimes hit him who flics a sermou, too
surely there area hundred cases for one where the sermon cannot remedy the evil
which a jest has produced. According toour strangely varied faculties, our senseof
ridicule, although silent, remaius in ambush and upon the waitch doring offices of
the deepest solemnity, and actious of the highest sublimity; if aught happens to call
intu action, the sense of the ludicrous becomes more resistless from the previous
contrast, and the coasiderations of decorum, which ought to restrain our mirth, prove
Tile oil sesthad upon the flame. There is also an ushppy desire in our corrupt
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patare, to apprave of audacity even in wickedness, ag raen chiefly applaud those feats
of agility which ure performed at the risk of the artist’s life. Aund suchis the
strength and frequency of this unhallowed temptatiod, that there are perbaps but few,
who have not at one time or other fallen into the snare, and laughed al that at which
they ought to bave trembled. But, O my soul, come not thou into their secret, nor
yield thy part of the promised blessing, for the poor gratfication of sitting io the seat
of the scorner, and sharing in the unprofitable mirth of fools, which is like the crack-
ling of thorns under the pot! ) 3

The second verse contains the positive employment of the righteous man. His -
delight isin the law of the Lord, and in his law doth ke meditate day and night.

The object of the righteous is to fulfil what the patriarcbs of our church have well
termed © the chief end of man—to glorify God,” namely, * and to enjoy him for
ever;” and that he may qualify himself for this, his study is in the Holy Scrip-
tures. He is satisfied with uo ceremonious repetivion of the Sa cred Book by
rote, but that he may come to a true knowledge of the things belonging to his sal-
vation, he meditates upon them, by day aad nigat, searching out the hidden meaning
and genuine spirit of those texts wnich others pass over as hard to be understood.

“We know the attention bestowed by men of learning upon human laws, and how
Jong a portion of their ime must be devoted to study ere they can term themacives
acquainted with th: muuicipallaws of any civllized realm; and is it then-to be imagined
that the laws of the Supreme are to he understood at a slighter expense of leisure
than those of earthly legislators? Be assured, that when we have meditated upon
them, as io the text, by day aud aight, ovr lime will even then have been lost, uniess
faith hath been our commentator avd interpreter.

The third verse describes, by a beautiful eastern simile, the advantages with
which tbe forbearance from evil counsel, from the company of sinners, and from
the mirth of scoffers aund blasphemers, must needs be attended. Jnd he shall be
like atree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in.his season;
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shail prosper. 1o one point
of view this striking promise may be supposed to refer to temporal blessings, which,
uoder the theocracy of the Jews, were more directly and more frequently held forth
as the reward of the righteous, than under the dispensations of the Gospel. We
must own, also, that even in our own times, religion is some'imes the means of
procuriog temporal prosperity to its votaries. The more a man meditatesupon
God’s law, the mare he feels it his duty to render his life vseful to his fellow-creatures.
Aund tried bonesty, upproved fidelity, devoted courage, publicspirit, the estimation
crented by a blameless conduct, and the general respect which even the profane bear
to a man of conscience and hoaesty, often elevate to eminence; and happy is it for
the land when such are its princes and governors, or are possessors and distributors
of its wealth and fuluess. Bat though this be true, we shall err grossly if we eon-
ceive temporal felicity is here alluded to as being either the appropriate or the ua-
varied reward of righteousness. Were this the case,an earthly, inadequate, and
merely transient reward, would be unworthy ot spiritual merit; and were it to be the
certain and unvaried consequence of a due discharge of relizious duties, I fear that
thaugh the banks of our Jordan might be more thickly studded than at present with
trees fair and flourishing in outward appearance,the core of many would be tainted
with rottenness; or, without a metaplior, men who were not openly profane, would
drive a trade with their religion, under the mask of hypocrisy.-

It is safer therefore to view the blessed state of the righteous, as consisting in
that c_alm of the mind, which noone can enjoy without the applause of his owa
conscience, and the humble confidence in which, with mingled faith and hope, the
good man throws himself on the protection of Providence. His leaves which wither
not, but cl9the him as wellio the winter of adversity, as in the spring and summer
of prosperity, are goodly and comforting reflections, tiat in whatever state he .¢
called to, he is discharging the part destined for bim by as affectisnate and om-
sipotent Father;—and his incorruptible fruits rendered in their sea-on, are good
aad piows thoughts tewards God, kind and generous actions towards his fellews
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areatures, sanctified, because rendered in the spiritand with the humble faith of
a Chnistian.

The ungodly are not so, saith the next verse: but are like the chaff which the wind
driveth away. :

If the nighteousness of the justis sometimes followed by temporal prosperity, the
wickedaess of the profane is yet more frequently atiended by temporal punishment.
The cause of this is obvious: he tbat does not fear God. Will not regard man.
He that has disbelieved or defied the divine commandment, has only the fear of
temporal punishment left to prevent him from invadiog the laws of society; and the
effect of this last barrier must be strong or weak, in proportion to the sireogth
of passion and the greatness of temptation. And hence that frequentiniroduction
to the history of great crimes, that the perpetrators began their course by disuse
of public worship, breakivg the Lord's day, and neglect of private devolion, and
thus opened the way for themselves to infamy and to execution. How mauny in a
higher class in society, languish under diseases, which are (he cousequeaces of their
own excesses, or suffer indigeuce and contempt, through their own folly and
extravagance! :

But, as prosperity in this life is neither the gennine nor the cer:ain reward of
the.righteous, so neither is temporal adversity the constant requital of the ungodly.
‘On' the' contrary, we bave seeo the wicked great in power, and flourishiog like
2 green bay-tree; yet could we have looked into bis bosom at that moment of pros-
perity, how true we should have found the words of the Psalmistt‘The sophistry
which he borrowed from the counsels of the ungodly, gives no assurance of hap-
‘piness, and leads him to no solid or stable coaclusion; the wit with which the scoraer
taught him to gloss over his infidel opinions, has lost its brilliancy—befind him
there is remorse; before him there is doubt. While the godly is fast moored on
the Rock of Ages, he isin a stormy sea, without a chart, without a compass,
without apilot. The perturbed reasuning, the secret fears of such a one, make
his thoughts indeed like the chaff which the winds drive to and fro, being as worth-
less and profitless as they ave changeable and wncertain. A person, distinguished
as much for his excesses atone period ofhis life, as he was afterwards for his
repentance, mentioned after his happy change, that oneday, when he was in the
full career of wit and gayety, admired by the society of which i e appeared the life,
while all applanded and most envied him, * he could not forbear groaning inwardly,
and saying to himself,

‘O that I were that dog " 7

1ooking on one which chanced to be in the apartment.* Such were the seeret thoughts
of ane who had followed the counsel of the ungodly, walked in the wuy of sinners, and
sate in the seat of the scornful. Regretting the past, siclt of the present, fearing the
Sfuture; having little hope beyond a gloomy wish for annihilation, he was to exchange
all the privileges and enjoyments of wit, understanding, and intellectval superiority,
‘for the mean faculties, and irresponsible existence of a beast that perishes. He roust
have been indeed Jike chaff tormented by the wind, ere he could have formed a wish
at once so dreadful and so degrading!

The fifth verse following out .of the theme which the Psalmist proposed, informs
us, that the ungodly shall notstand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation
of the righteous. After death cometh the judgmeni. How strict, how terrible that
judgment shall be, we may learn from the blessed Apostle in the second epistle to
the Thessalonians,t Then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shqll consume
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming. Will
it then be received as an apology, that the sophistries by which the ungodly were

# See Doddridge's Life of Col. Gardiner.
+2 Thess. ii. 8.
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tnisled, were Ingenious, that they were urged w?th plausibility, and rendered diverts: :
ing by wit? Alas! ny bretheru, we are informed in the sane passage, that the sirength
of thair deception is part of their very crime.  God placed evil ang good .truth and
falsebood belore them, and gave them means of judging between them,and embracing
thut which they should chouse; and the havmg‘forsnken good_ for evlll, qnd the trath
of. the gospel for the vain sophistries of men is thevery crime of which they are
accused. And for this cause, (says the Apostle.) God sh.il/ send them strong delusion,
that they should believe n fie; that they ali might be damned wlgo believe nit the t.ruihz.
but had pleasure in unrightevisness.®  It1s then that the divine Shepherd will fur
ever scparate the goats from the sheep, that the blessed Husbandman shall purge
the floor of thegarner with his fan, that the Captain of our Salyation shall leave oo
spies io his camp, aod the Kiog of our Glory endure no traitors in his territory.

The concluding verse of the Psalm viodicates in a few words, the promises
which have been made to the tighteous. and the judguients which have been denonn-
ced against the ungodly. For the Lord kaoweth tice w vy of the rightesus, but the way
of the ungodiy shall perish. The vmniseience of the Deity is the touchstone by which
the merits of the righteous and the gnilt of the wicked shall ultimately be deterinined. .

No false opinions formed coucerniug them during life, can decieve that unerring
Judge; no counterfeit, however brilliant, can pass for pure guold;ne forgery, hows!
ever ingenious. can sipply the place of the testimonial which he .demands. The
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous.. He was perhapslightly esteemed among
his fellow-men, considered as an uasocial and scrupulous;devotee, an enemy to free
investigation, becanse he walked not by the counsel of the ungodly; a severe cen-
surer of harmless levities, because he stood not in the way of sinners; a foe to
innocent mirth, hecanse be sate not in the seat of the scorner.  Let him nevertheless
come boldly, before the heavenly Judge. He knoweth his ways. When his loft
hand knew not the good deeds which were wrought by his right, the Lozd beheld
them. ('Jls eye was upon him in sclitude and secrecy, and his spirit gmded him -
duting bis daily and nighily meditafions oo his Law. At the time when the
righteous was perhaps most misconsirned by hishrathren of men, he was most aceept-
abl to his heavenly Father, who knew his way—not his actions only, however
secret, but the pr inciples upon which these actions were founded.

Again, let not the wicked covfite in the refiued hypocrisy with which he may have
beer_\ able to def:clve men,fay,perliaps to cheat himself,by | ﬁmling actions of apparent
merit, and sentiments in thenselves praiseworthy, withgficourse of life, such as that
which the i Psalinist hag devounced. Ifhe be an ud@Brmiver of God's law, and a
sc.o{fer at his commandmeiits,what will it availhim,ther'he has given alms, and dis-
tribited to his poorer _brej!xren the food that perishes, while he was dasking from
:jhelr lips, and trampling. iu their presence, upen .the bread of eternal life ? Grad
he(-:ds, wl]gt!!er dom? w b.e seen of men, or f!i;wmg from the natural disposition of tire,

uman heurt, to relicve n‘selffrum the pain attending the sight of distress. howpvur;’
;jag);()ll:::uededql:?'f:ll:r):ss'w}lut‘vltlnxl-sscd them, will Si".k to their proper level and estimaiion
S T b A TR
of the ungodly shall perish, »and empt of his Commandments. The way

Wherefore may we all find grace in God, for the sake of Christ Jesys, to,luhoﬂ‘irh

and improve the time, until we passinie, the awful { :
g t : wful presence of Hu .8 :
the hea:tand trieth the reins, P of " who.seatcheth

* 2 Thess. ii. 11 12.
FIN1S,
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