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T O
MAJOR GENERAL PHILLIPS,

AND THE

OTHER OFFICERS
WHO SERVED IN THE ARMY COMMANDED BY
LIEUTENANT GENERAL BURGOYNE,

UPON AN

EXPEDITION FROM CANADA.

GENTLEMEN,

PROPRIETY and atfe&ion alike incline me
to infcribe to you the following undertaking.
We are mutual and peculhr fufferers by the
event of the campaign in rj77. You were
witnefles and judges of my actions; but I owed
you an account of the principles which direted
them.

Another motive for this Addrefs is to avail
myfelf of a proper public opportunity to repeat
to you, what-1 have omitted no occafion of ex-
prefling in, Parliament, in correfpondence, and
in converfation—the fulleft approbation of your
fervices. My errors may have been numberlefs ;

your- condué& bas . been” uniform—faithful, gal-
A2 3 lant
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lant and indefatigable, Debarred of the power
of doing you juftice before the King, thefe teffid
monies are the only means to which my efteem
and gratitude can refort, -

After vindicating myfelf as a commanding
officer from any inattention to your intereft or
fame, I next throw myfelf upon your judgment
for my conduét as a friend.

You will find by this publicaticn, and fome
others, which though not addreffed to you will
probably engage your curiofity, that 1 have’
been accufed of fhrinking from the common
captivity.

I have been fupported under that afperfion by
the confcioufnefs I did not deferve it, and the
confidence that you (to whom chiefly upon that
charge 1 was refponfible) would not adopt it.
After the fortunes we have run together, it is
not furely unworthy of belief, that I fhould
rather bave defired, than avoided to partake the
clofing {cene: uniting with a due fenfe of. per-
fonal attachments, the prefervation of my mili-
tary fortune, and a retreat from the difiraions
of my country. The defence of your honour
and my own, at one time, and refiftance to an
affront * which my nature could not bear, at an-
other, alone detained me here.

In

* The part of my treatment which I call an affront upon this
and other occafions, ‘is the refufal of my fervice i this couniry,
even at the head of my own regiment, or as a volunteer, in the
time of exigency, and when other officers precifely in my ozuni
fituation were employed. My complaint of this parditity ki never
been officially anfivered ; it hasi only been-evaded by amonymous'
writers, who have laid it down as & pofiton,. that { meant to allude |
to the example of Lord Harringoh (with whish it certdinly has,
nothing to do) akd theg have takeha mekis in FefitidfCive.. " "The '

particular



[ v]

In regard to my political tranfa&ions, 1 have
ftated them, and I with them to be confidered by
my friends, apart {rom my military condu&, I
bear very high refpet to fome eminent and ill-
treated charallers in- our profeflion, who in de-
ference to the tranquility of government, have
filently refigned the ftations which they could no
longer hold with fecurity to their honour, or
benefit to the ftate,  But the option is not lft to
thofe, who having a voice in Parliament are
obliged to al as citizens as avell as {oldiers. The
number of officers altogether of the army and
navy, who with known Jove to their country
and profeflional {pirit equally confpicuous, have
voluntarily withdrawn themf{elves from employ-
maent within thefe two years, exceeds all prece-
dent. I do not place my name in the lift with
the fame pretenfions; but it is not arrogant to
emulate where we cannot compare ; and 1 am
defirous of following the high examples before
me in no point mere than in that of * avoiding
to difturb the zeal of thofe who are now em-
ployed. The officers who have held it their
duty to take part in oppofition, have acted open-
I and dire&tly in their place in Parliament; but
they may defy malice to thew an inftance wherein

patticular example to which I appeal is that of Lieutenant Colonel
Kingfton, of the 86th regiment, appointed to that regiment, em-
ployed in it for the defence of Plymouth, and atually now em-
barking with it for farcign fervice, under the fame terms of the
convention, and the fame terms of parole to the Congre{s verbarim
with myfelf. Other objettions, and of a nature that could not be
afterwards fupported, were tried againft the Duke of Rutland’s
recommendation of this excellent officer: but the objection of
parole, though fully knownto be precifely the famewith that which
was fo peremptorily urged againft my pretenfions, was never
mentioned. T
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they have not encouraged ardour in their pro-
fefion. They contemplate with one and the fame
fentiment the great fupply of honourable men to
occupy their places. '

You, Gentlemen, ftand highgin that defcrip-
tion; your trials have made you of fterling value;
and perhaps it will be better difccrned by men in
power, when no longer viewed through the un-
favourable medium of my friendthip. If my
exhortations retaifi their former weight, let me
be permitted earneftly to apply them upon this
occafion. The examples of generals or admirals
who decline employment, refpe& only {imilar
cafes; your honodr is fecure: look not at
profeflional difappointments; but point all
your views to the true glory of your King and
country, and truft for the reward.

O focii (neque enim ignari fumus ante Malorum)

O paffi graviora: dabit Deus his quoque finem.

This paffage will bring to the remembrance
of fome among you a hard hour when we be-
fore ‘quoted it together, and not without fome
cheer of mind. May the end of your endur-
ing be near! And with every other wifh and
fentiment that can denote efteem, I have tffe
honourtobe, =~ = = = ‘

Gentlemen,
Your moft faithful and moft obedient
humble fervant,

Hertford-Street, J. B URGO Y N E.

Jan. 1, 1780,






INTRODUCTION.

&/% HEN it becomes neceflary for men who
have acted critical parts in public ftations to make
an appeal to the world in their own juftification,
there are many prudential confiderations which
might lead them to commit the care of it to
friends, or, which is in many refpeéts the fame
thing, to defend themfelves under an aflumed cha-
raéter. The charge of vanity ufually made on
cgotifm is thus eluded: a fuller fcope may be
given to felf-love and particular refeatment: even
the lower vexations which attend an author are
to a great degree avoided : the ill-nature of cri-
ticifm is feldom awakened by anonymous writ~
ings, and the venal pens of party lofe half their
gall when the obje&t of it is not perfonally and
direétly m queftion.

But there are fituations, in which, not only
general aflent feems to juftify a man in {peaking
of himfelf, but in which alfo no little confider-
ation ougnt to be admitted to the mind. Such
will be the cale, if I am not deceived, when the
interefts of the public are blended with thofe of
the individual; and when his very errors may
ferve as inftru€lion to others. Misfortunes which
awaken fenfibility will be a further, and a per-
fuafive call, upon the attention of the public; and

1t



[ v 9 )
it will amount to a claim upon their ju/lice, o
be can thew that he has been injurioufly treated.

Upon maturely weighing thefe and’ feveral
other circumftances, after I had been denied. apro-
feflional examination of my condu&, and difap«
pointed of a parliammentary one, I determined to
lay before the publica fiate of the expedition from
Canada, in 1777, in my oewn name. And my
firft defign was to do it under the title, and with
the latitude of Memoirs; as a mode by which 1
could beft open the primciples of my altions,
and introduce, with moft propriety, collateral
chara&ers, incidents, and difcuffions, as they
might occafionally tend to illuftrate the main
fubject.

However, in the laft {feffion of Parliament,
" the enquiry which had not been agreed to the
year before, took place. 1 bad prefled it, and
I entered into it under all the difadvantages which
attend a ftruggle with power, and the prejudice
that power can raife againft the perfons it means
to deftroy. The utmoft that power could do was
done ; the Parliament was prorogued pending the
proceedings. . But though by this centrivance, a
final and formal adjudication by that cuguft af-
fembly was avoided, their minutes ftand a facred
record of truth and juftice, and the moft {atisfac-
tory reliance to which my withes could afpire,
in offering my ations to the judgment of my
country at large,

From that time, therefore, I refolved to pub-
lifh, inftead of Memoirs, the Proceedings precifely
as they pafled in Parliament, and to continue my
defence by fuch Obfervations and Comments upon
the Evidence, as I thould have had a right, and

was
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was prepared to make, had the proceedings in the
houfe continued.* C o

Poffibly in this latter part fome colour of my
original defign may remain. The {cenes 1 have’
been engaged in are uncommon, and itis a natu-
ral defire to place them in a full light. The in-
terefts concerned make that defire more urgent;
and I dare believe they will be beft guarded by
being moft explained.

* The order in which the committe in the Houfe of Commons
proceeded was, to hear Sir William Howe’s Narrative, refpedting
his condu& whilft in command in America, and fuch evidence gs
he thought proper to bring in fupport of it, They next heard my
Narrative and Evidence, refpecting the conduct of the expedition
from Canada. Lord George Germain then opened a defence on
his part, and fummoned witnefles 1o fupport it.  According to the
arrangement made by the committee, Sir Williain Howe and wyfelf
were afterwards to be heard in reply ; but the proceedings were
ended by the prorogation of Parliament before the examination of
Lord George’s fecond witnefs, Mr. Galloway, was clofed, and
there were fixteen or eighteen more upen his lift. The order in
which the following papers are placed ic—1ft. The Prefatory
Speech.  2d. The Narrative.  3d. Minutes of the verbal evidence.
4th. Review of the evidence, with Remarks and. Explanations, &c.
sth, An Appendix, containing the written evidence, !



ADVERTISEMENT.

In Plan IV. the third and fourth pofitions of the army
in the engagement of 1gth of September may appear up-
on a curfory view to want precifion. The inequalities
of the ground could not be diftinétly marked upon fo
fmall a fcale; and the continual fhitt of the pofitions of
feparate corps, as they were artacked by corps of the
enemy, which frequently, from the thicknefs of the
wood, they did not {ee, made it equally difficuit to mark
regularly the pofition of the whole at any one time.

The pofition of the armies on the 8th of September in
Plate V. requires alfo fome explanation. From the
fmallnefs of the fcale, the pofition of the enemy could
only be thewn upon the plain near the river; butitis
to be obferved, it extended over the ground of General
Burgoyne’s former encampment, and in front of the
redoubis upon the hill,
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The SpeecH of Lieutenant General BurcoyNE,
prefatory to his NARRATIVE.

M-r. MonTacy,

EFORE I enter upon the narrative, which the

precedent of your late proceedings authorifes me

to lay before you, I think it a duty to the committee,

to promife that 1 fhall trouble them with little other

matter than fuch as may be neceflary to eludicate the

tranfactions of the campaign 1777, in that quarter
where I commanded:

.1 fhall keep in mind, that to explain the caufes of
the difafter at Saratoga is the principal point to which
all my evidence ought to lead: but at the fame time,
I thall take confidence in the juftice and benevolence
of my hearers, that where arguments in exculpation
of the commander can aptly be combined with a
faithful reprefentation of faéts, they will not be
deemed foreign to the main obje&t under their con-
fideration.

Upon thefe ideas, though fome introductory ex-
planations are requifite, I fhall fupprefs the inclination
I at firlt conceived, of ftating my conduét from the
time, when, conjointly with my honourable friend
who took the lead in this inquiry,® I was called to
the unfolicited and unwelcome fervice in America:
nor will 1 enumerate the complicated circumftances
of private misfortune and ill health under which I
putfued it. Prudence, as well as other propriety, is,
I confefs, confulted in this fuppreffion ; for were it
feen, that an officer had blended with the refpect due

B 1
# Sir William Howe,



See Ap-
pendix
No. 1.

PREFATORY SPEECH.

to authority, warm, though difinterefted perfonal at-
tachments ; that under a perfuafion of the honour and
integrity of the king’s fervants, he had united to his
zeal for the public caufe an intereft in their private
credit and ambition; would it not be conceived, that
his guilt muft have been atrocious, beyond all excufe
or palliation, to induce the very men to whom his en-
deavours, and his faculties, fuch as they were, had
been thus devoted, not only compleatly to defert him,
but to preclude him, as far as in them lay, from every .
means of defence, and if poffible, to ruin_him in the
opinion of the king, the army, and the country ?

An earneft defire to fave, as much as poflible, the
time of the committee, would alfo diffuade me from
recurring to any points previous to my inftrutions
which have been difcufled upon former occafions; but
1 find that great ftrefs is ftill laid to my prejudice upon
a paper which found its way to the houfe during my
abience: I mean the private letter to the noble lord,
fecretary for the American department, dated 1ft
January, 17977.*

"The noble lord has frequently ftated that letter to
have {flipped inadvertently into the parcel deftined for
the houfe, and I give credit in that particular to his
affertion ; becaufe, whatever other impreffions he might
have found it his intereft to make refpecting me, he

“certainly would not have thought that the imputation

on me which that letter tended to fix, a proper_one
for bim to put forward: it is a notorious fact, or I
would not mention it, that it has been held a reflec-
tion upon my character (by the part of the public
with whom the noble lord is unpopular) that I ad-
dreffed him as a patron and friend.

This is an imputation to which I muft plead guilty ;
for at the time I wrote that letter, 1 certainly did hold
that noble lord as my friend, and I had afted to de-
ferve he fhould be fo.” The next ill tendency of that
paper was, as the noble lord well knows, to imprefs
the public with an opinion, that I was endeavouring

w0



PREFATORY SPEECH.

to fupplant Sir Guy Carleton in the command of the
northern army—an action abhorrent to the honour of
an officer and the liberality of a gentleman; and of
which, thank Ged, I can prove the falfehood, by ir-
refragable evidence upon your table, and in a very
fmall compafs. I need only refer to the difpatches to
Sir Guy Carleton by his aid ‘de-camp, dated 22d
Auguft, 1776,* four months before I came home, to_ *
fhew that it was at that time determined, that Sir Guy S:‘;d‘?g'
Carleton thould remain in Canada; and that determi- No. 11,
nation was made, as I have been informed, not only
upon the political reafoning which appears in thac dif-
patch, but alfo, upon great law opinions, that he
could not, under the commiffion he then held under
the great feal, pafs the frontiers of his province. Sir,
this confutation was urged by me lalt year; and were
collateral proof neceflary to my juftification upon this
fubje@, I could bring to your bar a tribe of gentlemen,
who had imbibed impreffions not very favourable to the
military proceedings of Sir Guy Carleton in the cam-
paign of 1776: I could fhew that I feized numberlefs,
indeed I feized every poffible occafion to vindicate the
;judgment, the affiduity, the activity of that highly re-
fpettable officer, carelefs how ill I paild my court,
earneft to meet every attack againft his fame.

I beg leave alfo to eall the attention of the com-
mittee very particularly to one other paper, the date
of which is previous to my departure from England :
it is entitled, *“ Thoughts for conduéting the War
¢ from the Side of Canada, by Lieutenant General
« Burgoyne.”* Sir, it will be in the recolletion of a
the committee, whether, when the condu@ of the war No. III.
was under confideration laft year in my abfence, it was
not underftood, that the plan of the northern expe-
dition was formed upon that paper as produced upon
your table?. If fo, I muft afk the noble lord, why he
fuffered that error to prevail ? The noble lord knew,
(and it was peculiarly his duty to declare it) that the
two propofals, the firft of turning the expedition even-

B2 tually
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PREFATORY SPEECH.

tually towards Conneticut; and the fecond, of em.
barking the army on the river St. Lawrence, in_order
to effeCt a junétion with Sir William Howe by fea, in
cafe the attempt by land appeared ¢ impracticable, or
¢ too hazardous,” were eraicd while the paper was in
his lordfhip’s hands. : .

From that paper, as it appeared without erafures,

"naturally arofe the conclufion, that the plan I had to

execute was completely my own; upon that paper
were founded, as naturally, the doubts which have
been entertained upon the peremptory tenor of my
inftrutions. I muft again afk the noble lord, upon
what principle of juftice he fuffered thofe impreffions
to exift in this houfe? Why, in a debate in which he
took a part, did he conceal, that the circumftances in
yeality were totally different from thofe upon which
gentlemen reafoned ; that the difcretion referved in the-
paper before the houfe was taken away, and confe-
quently, that my orders were rendered abfolute in the
ftricteft fenfe by his own alterations ?

Let any gentleman who has fuppofed I had an im-
plied latitude for my condu&t, now compare this cir-
cumftance with the wording of the letter to Sir Guy
Carleton, dated March 26, 1777, with a copy of which
I was furnifhed, and extralts from which were after-
wards the only orders I had to aét upon.*

I fhall take no particular notice of what is called the
faving claufe, in the latrer part of the orders, except
to give the Hatteft contradiction to the fuppofition that
I dittated it—a fuppofition that 1 know is not yet
abandoned by the men who firft fuggefted it. 1 have
fpoke to it very fully upon a formeér occafion 33 and I
do not wifh, when it can be avoided, te enforce or re-
iterate the charges of duplicity and treachery which
muft enfue, if that claufe could be fuppofed to have
reference to any conduct previous to my arrival at

1 The debate upon Mr. Vyner’s motion, May 28, 1778 ; the
fpeech was publifhed.

Albany.



PREFATORY SPELCH.

Albany. The circumftance of forbidding me the lati-
tude in the two particulars T had propofed in my plan,
and many other circumftances, clearly indicated the
decided intentions and expectations of the minifters,
rendered the fenfe of the whole order taken together
clear*and diftin&, and fhewed that the claufe which is
pretended to- have left me a difcretion as te my main
object, had no fort of relation to that objeét.”  That
claufe evidently related not to my forcing my way, or
not forcing it, to Albany, the place of my deftination,
but to fuch collateral and eventual operations as might
be advifeable in the coutfe of my march. It related
to the making impreffion upon the rebels, and bring-
ing them to obedience, in fuch manner as exigencies
might require, and in my judgment might feem moft
proper, previous to receiving orders from Sir William
Howe, ¢ of my junction with whom I was never to
<« lofe view.”

Notwithftanding there has been fo much difcuffion
in debate and print upon the interpretation of abfolute
orders, the committee; I am confident, will abfolve
me, though, at the expence of a few moments more,
I fhould continue a fubjet upon which the merit or
blame of the future proceedings in great meafure refts.

I do not admit the pofition, that there can be no
cafe in which an officer alting at a diftance is bound ar
every hazard to purfue orders, that appear abfolute
and decifive. It 1s ealy to conceive circumftances,
which might jultify a flate in hazarding an army, for
the fake of facilitating great and decifive objelts,
Gentlemen, converfant in military hiftory, will recol-
le€t many examples of this principle: upon a former
occafion, I ftated a fuppofed cafe ;¥ and [ now entreat

B3 leave

* The cale alluded to was put in a former debate, as follows™:
fuppofe the Britifh army that invaded Britany in 178, had gained
a complete victory over the Duke D’Aiguillon i to have marched
rapidly towards Paris, abandoning the communication with the
fleet, expofing the army poffibly to great want of provifion, and to

the impraéticability of retrear, would certainly have been a meafure
- con-



PREFATORY SPEECH.

leave to add a real example of peremptory orders,
which happened in the courfe of my own fervice. 1
have ever retained the impreffion, that the circumftance
1 am going to relate, made upon my mind at the time
and to thofe few who may fill think, that in any part
of my condud, I rafhly rifked my peace, my intereft or
my fame, to forward the wifhes of others, this pre-
pofitffion may in fome meafure account for, and ex-
cufe, my imprudence,

In the campaign of 1962, in Portugal, the Count
La Lippe, a name, which, if it finds a due hiftorian,
will ftand among the firft in military fame, was placed
at the head of about 6000 Britifh troops, and a Portu-
guele army, the greater part of which was little better
than nominal, to defend an extenfive frontier againft
the whole force of Spain, and a large body of the
veteran troops of France. The falvation of Portugal
depends folely on the capacity of that great map, which
united the deepeft political reafoning with exquifite
military addrefs.

I had the honour to be entrufted with the defence
of the moft important pafs upon the Tagus, and my
orders were peremptory to maintain it againft any
numbers, and to the laft man.

A felect corps of the enemy, greatly fiperior to
mine, were encamped within fight on the other fide
the river, and our advanced pofts were within half
mufquet fhot,

In this fituation, I received intelligence from Count
La Lippe, of a defign of the enemy to pafs the Tagus

confummately defperate and unjuftifiable, if tried upon military.
fyftem: yer, will any man fay, that if that meafure muft evidently
have produced fuch alarm and confufion in the heart of France,
=5 to have compelled the recall of her whole force from Germany,
or fuch part of it, as would have given uncontrouled fcope to the
armies under the King of Pruffia and Prince Ferdinand, that the
minifter of England would not have been judicious, though at the
palpable rifk of the army, as far as capture was concerned, in
ordering the general to proceed by the moft vigorous exertions, and
to force his way to Paris § i ’

-
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PREFATORY SPEECH.

in force, about {ix miles above me, and to take pof-
feflion of the open country in my rear, with a large
corps of cavalry, by which means all communication,
fupply, or fafe retreat, would be cut off.

Together with this intelligence, the Count’s letter
exprefled, ¢ That every delay to the enemy n geuing
« pofleflion of the pafs I guarded, was fo material to
his other plans and operations, that it juftified a
deviation from fyftematic rules; that, therefore,
after taking timely precautions w fecure the reweat
of my cavalry, I muft abide the confequence with
the infantry; that at the laft extremity, 1 muft
abandon my cannon, camp, &c. and with fuch
provifion as the men could carry upon their backs,
throw myfelf into the mountains upon my left, and
endeavour, by fmall and difperfed parties, to gain
a rendezvous at the northern part of the province.”
I muft obferve, that when thefe peremptory orders
were given, the commander was at a diftance that
made all timely communication of circumflances as
impoffible, as if the Aulantic had been between us;
and I cannot clofe the example without mentioning
the concluding part of Count La Lippe’s letter. ¢ He
‘¢ participated,” he faid ¢ in the feclings with which
< an officer would be ftruck for his reputation, in
« {uffering himfelf to be cut, and reduced to facrifice
“ his camp, his baggage, and twenty pieces of can-
“ non. But Ze 4t eafe,” continued that grear and
gencrous man, ““ I will take the meafure entirely upon
“ myfelf : perfevere as I bave directed, and be confident
“ of my defence and proteftion” This was a faving
claufe of a nature very different from thofe it is the
practice in the prefent day to pen; and if any man
doubts the quotation, I can bring pofitive evidence to
the truth of it verbatim.

Thus much, Sir, I thought it incumbent upon me
to ftate in argument again{t the pofition that has been
infifted upon, that no orders can be worded fo pe-
remptorily at a diftance, as not to admit of an im-

B4 plied
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8 NARRATIVE,

plied latitude, in cafe of unforefeen and infurmountable
difficulties: but to prevent all future cavil upon this
' fubject, I requeft the committee to recolleét, what 1
have again and again repeated; that I by no means
put my defence, in paffing the Hudfon’s River, folely
upon this reafoning.  On the contrary, fuppofing for
the argument’s fake, I fhould concede (which I never
have done, nor mean to do) to the noble Lord, and to
every other gentleman, all they can defire to aflume
upon implied latitude in given cafes, I fhould equall
prove that no fuch cafe did exift, as would have juft-
fied me upon their own principle, in departing from
the letter of the orders under which I aéted.

Having thus cleared my way to the time of my
leaving England, to take upon me the command of
the Northern expedition; I {hall now lay before the
committee a narrative of its progrefs, in as concife and
fimple terms, as the nature of the fubjeft will allow,
endeavouring to imitate the perfpicuity of the honour-
able gentleman who took the lead in this bufinefs, and
not without hope of my endeavours producing the
fame effet ; and that, in the opinion of the houfe, m
language, as has been expreffed of his, will be deemed
the language of truth,

N ARRATTIVE

NARRA. IT is my intention, for the more ready comprehen-
TIVE. fion of the whole fubjet, to divide it into three
periods, The firft, from my appointment to the com-
mand, to the end of my purfuit of the enemy from
Ticonderoga ; the fecond, from that time to the paf-
fage of the Hudfon’s River; and she third to the figning

the convention,
I lefc
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1 left London on the 27th of March, and upon my
departure from Plymouth, finding the Albion man of
war ready to fail for New-York, I wrote to Sir W,
Howe by that conveyance, upon the fubjeét of my
expedition, and the nature of my orders. I arrived at
Quebec the 6th of May. Sir Guy Carleton imme-
diately put under my command the troops deftined for
the expedition, and committed to my management the
Freparatory arrangements, From thence I wrote a
econd letter to' Sir William Howe, wherein I repeat-
ed that I was entrufted with the command of the
army deftined to march from Canada, and that my
orders were to force a junétion with his excellency.

I exprefled alfo my withes, * that a latitude had

¢ been left me for a diverfion towards Connedticut,
¢ but that fuch an idea being out of queftion, by
¢ my orders being precife to force the junétion, it was
¢ only mentioned to introduce the idea ftHl refting
“ upon my mind; viz. to give the change to the
« enemy if I could, and by every feint in my power
to eftablith a fufpicion, that I ftill pointed towards
¢ Connecticut.”
« But,” I repeated, ¢ that under the prefent pre-
cifion of my orders, I fhould really have no view
but that of joining him, nor think myfelf juftified
¢ by any temptation to delay the moft expediticus
* means [ could find to effeét that purpofe.”

I proceeded to Montreal on the 12th, and as my
Jetters, lately laid before the houfe from that place,*
‘and from Quebec, will thew the ftate of things, Iseed’.\f"
fhould not reft 2 moment upon this period, were it Ko, v.
not to add one more public teftimony, to thofe I am
not confcious of having omitted upon any occafion, of
the afliduous and cordial manner in which the different
fervices were forwarded by Sir Guy Carleton. I thould
think it as dithonourable to feek, as I know it would
be impoflible to find, excufe for any fault of mine in
any failure on the part of Sir Guy Carleton, or of any
perfons who acted under him, in any matter refpecting
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the expedition. Had that officer been acting for him-
felf, or for his brother, he could not have Ibewn more
indefatigble zeal than he did, to comply with and ex-
pedite my requifitions and defires.

Certain parts of the expected force, neverthefs, fell
fhort. The Canadian troops, ftated in the plan at 2000,
confifted only of three companies, intended to be of
100 men each, but in reality not amounting to more
than 150 upon the whole; nor could they be augment-
ed. The corvées, which are detachments .of provin-
cials without arms, to repair roads, convey provifions,
or any other temporary employment for the king’s fer-
vice, could not be obtained in fufficient number, nor
kept to their employments, although Sir Guy Carleton
ufed every petlible exertion and encouragement for the
purpofe. Drivers for the provifion carts, and other
carriages, could not be fully {upplied by the contrac-
tor, though no expence was fpared; a circumftance
which occafioned much inconvenience afterwards.

To thefe unavoidable difappointments were added
the difficulties occafioned by bad weather, which ren-
dered the roads almoft impralticable at the carrying
places, and confequently the paflage of the bateaux,
artillery, and baggage exceedingly dilatory: we had
befide a great deal of contrary wind. Notwithftanding
all impediments, the army aflembled between the 17th
and zoth of June, at Cumberland Point, upon Lake
Champlain. -

On the 21ft T held a conference with the Iroquois,
Algonchins, Abenekies, and Qutawas, Indians, 1 all
about four hundred. :

This conference appears in your papers®. I thought
at the time that the cordiality of the Indians over
the whole continent might be depended upon, and
their firft operations tended to perluade me into a be-
lief of their vtility. The prieft to whom they feemed
devoted, and the Britith officers employed to conduct
tht;m, and to whofe controul they engaged to fubmit,
guined advantages, and fpread terror without barbarity.

The



NARRATIVE

The firft party fent out made feveral of the enemy pri-
foners in the heat of aftion, and treated them with
European humanity.

During the movement of the different corps to this
general rendezvous, I wrote a third letter to Sir William
Howe, The chief purport of it was to give him * in-
¢ telligence of my fituation at the time, and of my
expectation of being before Ticonderoga between the
2oth and 25th inftant ; that I did not apprehend the
effeftive ftrength of the army would amouut to above
6500 men ; that I meant to apply to Sir Guy Carle-
ton to fend a garrifon to Ticonderoga when it thould
¢ be reduced, but that I was apprehenfive he would
¢ not think himielf authorifed by the King’s orders to
comply ; that whenever, therefore, I might be able to
effect the junétion, Sir Willlam would not expeét me
to bring near the original number. I repeated my
perfeverance in the idea of giving jealouty on the fide
of Connelticur, and at the fame time my afiurances,
that I fhould make no manceuvre that could procra-
¢¢ ftinate the great object of a junéion.”

I ftate theie different letters to Sir William Howe
merely to thew that my conception of the precifion of
my orders was not upon after-thought, and taken up as
an excufe when T found the expedition had failed ; but
a fixed decided fentiment coeval with my knowledge of
my command,

For a further proof of the fame faét, I beg leave to
ftate an extract from my orders to the army at Crown
Point, June goth. The words were thefe :

“ The army embarks to-morrow to approach the
“ enemy. The fervices required of this particular ex-
“ pedition are critical and confpicuous. During our
¢ progrefs occafions may occur, in which, nor diffie
* culty, nor labour, nor life are to be regarded, This
* army muft not retreat.”  Were it neceflary, I could
bring abundant collateral proof to the fame effe@, and
fhew that the idea of forcing a way to Albany by vi-
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gorous exertions again{t any oppofition we might meet,
was general and fixt through the whole army.

My proceedings from the time of aflembling the army
as before defcribed, to the date of my public difpatch
from Skenefborough, comprehending the manceuvres
which forced the enemy from Ticonderoga, and the
ations at Skenefborough, Huberton, and Fort Anne,
are related at full in that difpatch.*®

It is the lefs neceffary to give the Committee further
trouble upon this fubject, becaufe I believe no enemy
can be found to arraign my conduét in thofe days of
fuccefs ; or if there were one, he could not deprive me
of the confolation, that I had his Majefty’s full appro-
bation and applaufe, of which it is known to many, T
had a very honcurable and diftinguithed proof.

All therefore that is neceffary before I quic this firft
period of the campaign, is to give a precife ftate of
the effeCtive ftrength of the army, at the time it af-
fembled.

On the 1ft July, theday we encamped before Ticon-
deroga, the troops confifted of

Britifh rank and file = 3724

German ditto * 3016

6540 regulars, exclu-
—— five of artil-
Canadians and Provincials,aboyt 250 lery-men,
Indians about - 400
650

In regard to the artillery, I think this the proper place
to rectify the mifreprefentations that have prevailed re-
fpecting the quantity employed. It has been ftated as
far beyond the neceffary proportion for the number of
troops, an incumbrance to their movements, and one
caufe of what has been called the flow progrefs of the
cxpedition,

In order to juftify this charge, a view of the whole
mafs has been prefented to the public without any ex-

planation
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planation of its diftin¢t allotments ; and many have been

" led to believe, that the whole was attached to the army
throughout the campaign, and fell into the enemy’s
hands at laft—The intention of this reprefentation is
obvious : the allegation is falfe.

The falts, as I fhall prove them to the committee, are
as follow: The whole original train furnifhed by Sir
Guy Carleton confifted of fixteen heavy twenty-four
pounders; ten heavy twelve-pounders; eight medium
twelve-pounders ; two light twenty-four pounders ; one
light twelve-pounder; twenty-fix light fix-pounders;
feventeen light three-pounders; fix eight-inch howirzers;
fix five and a half inch howitzers; two thirteen-inch
mortars ; two ten-inch mortars ; {ix eight-inch mortars;
twelve five and a half-inch mortars ; and twenty-four
four and two fifth-inch mortars.  Of thefe, two heavy
twenty-four pounders were {ent on board a thip for the
defence of Lake Champlain, and the other fourteen
were fent back to St. John’s. Of the heavy twelve-
pounders, fix were left at Ticonderoga, four ditto in
the Royal George ; four medium twelve-pounders at
Fort George ; one light twelve-pounder at Ticonderoga ;
two light fix-pounders at Fort George ; four light fix-
pounders at St. John’s; four light three-pounders at
Ticonderoga ; five light three-pounders at St. John’s ;
two eight-inch howitzers at Fort George; two ditto at
St. John’s; two five and a half-inch howitzers at Fort
George ; two thirteen-inch mortars in the Royal George 5
two ten-inch mortars in ditto; four eight-inch mortars
in ditto; four five and 2 hali-inch mortars at Ticonde-
roga ; four royal mortars in the Royal George ; twelve
cohorns at Ticonderoga; and eight cohorns in the Royal
George.

The field-train therefore that proceeded with the
army confifted of four medium twelve-pounders ; two
Tight twenty-four pounders; eighteen light fix-pounders
fix light three-pounders; two eight-inch howitzers,
four five and a halfinch howitzers; two eight-inch
mortars, and four royals,

4 The
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The carrying the twenty-four pounders (though they
were but two) has been fpoken of as an error, and it
is neceffary therefore to inform the committee that they
were of a conftruétion lighter by eight hundred weight
than medium twelves, and to all intents and purpofes
field artillery.

This artillery was diftributed as follows :

Frafer’s corps, eftimated at three bactalions,
Ten pieces, viz.

Four light fix-pounders. .

Four light three-pounders, conftructed for being oc-
cafionally carried on horfeback.

"Two royal howitzers.

German referve, under Colonel Breyman, eftimated at
two battalions,

Two light fix-pounders.

Two light three-pounders, and ferved by the Hefle
Hanau artillery men.

The line of Britith, four battalions,
Germans, five battalions.
Total, nine battallions.

Three brigades of artillery, of four fix-pounders
each ; viz. one brigade for each wing, and one for the
center.

From hence itappears that to fourteen battalions theré
were allotted twenty-fix pieces of light artillery. The
cuftomary allotment is two pieces per battalion, confe-
quently the proportion of artillery was lefs than upon
common ferwices.

The forming artillery into brigades, in preference to
detaching two guns to each battalion, has been con-
ftantly pradtifed in moft fervices during laft war under
the ableft men, and itis productive of many advantages,
as the brigades by that means, either fingly or united,
fall under the command of a proportionable number of
officers. The fervice is carried on with greater regula-
rity, and the effet of the fire becomes much more for-
midable than when fcattered along the front of the line.

This
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This mode of fervice was recommended by Major-
general Phillips, and adopted withour hefitation by me,
my own judgment being confirmed by an officer of his
great {kill and experience.

The park artillery confifted of ten peices, viz.

2 light twenty-four pounders.
4 medium twelve-pounders.
2 eight-inch howitzers,

2 royal howitzers,

T underftood this proportion of field artillery to be
the fame as that propofed by Sir Guy Carleton had he
commanded ; it was the proportion recommended by Ge-
neral Philips, and I formed my opinion conformably to
the fentiments of thofe refpetable officers upon the
“following reafons, viz. that artillery was extremely for-
midable to raw troops ; that in a country of pofts it
was eflendally neceffary againft the beft trcops; that it
was yet more applicable to the enemy we were to combar,
becaufe the mode of defence they invariably adopted,
and at which they were beyond all other nativns expert,
was that of entrenchment covered with ftrong abbatis,
againft which the cannon, of the nature of the heavieft
above defcribed, and howitzers, might often be effec-
tual, when to diflodge them by any other means might
be attended with continued and important loffes.

In thefe general ideas of the ufe of artillery againft
the rebel forces, I have the happinefs to obferve, from
the papers before you, the concurrence of Sir William
Howe, who ftates fimilar ideas very fully in one of his
requifitions to the fecretary of ftate: but further rea-
fons for not diminifhing the proportion of guns of
fuperior calibre to fix-pounders in this train, were, firft,
their ufe againft block-houfes (a fpecies of fortification
peculiar to America); fecondly, a probability that gun-
boats might be requifite for the fecurity of the water
tranfport, on fome part of the Hudfon’s River; but
principally the intention of fortifying a camp at Albany,
in cafe I fhould reach that place, thould meet with a
fufficiency of provifion there (as I was led to expec‘tc)l
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and fhould find it expedient to pafs the winter there,
without communication with New-York. N

With refpect to the quantity of ammunition at«.
tached to this artillery, it is to be obferved, that the
pumber of rounds accompanying the light pieces, and
which were carried in fmall carts, were not more than
fufficient for a day’s action.

Light fix-pounders — 124 rounds each,
Light three-pounders —— 300 rounds.
Royal howitzers — 9o rounds. ,

The different referves of ammunition were chiefly
conveyed by water in fcows and bateaux : it certainly
would not have been advifable, after a communication
with Canada was at an end, to depend upon precarious
fupplies from the fouthward, and therefore it became
neceflary (as far as the fervice would allow) to carry
forward fuch ftores, as there was every appearance of
an abfolute want of, during the courfe of an altive
campaign. ‘

Had the enemy eftablifhed themfelves in force upon
the iflands at the mouth of the Mohawk River, or on
other ground equally advantageous, to have difputed
the paffage of that, or of the Hudfon’s River, or had
they even waited an affault in their works at Still-
water, it is probable, that recourfe muft have been
had to artillery of the heavier nature ; in the latter cafe
efpecially they muft have been ufed, in order to derive
any advantage from our feizing a poft upon their left
flank : 1 bave fince known, that they had iron twelve
and nine-pounders mounted upon thofe works, which
were in other refpects very formidable.

The Britith artillery-men, rank and file, were 245,

Recruits, under command of Lieutenant Nutt,

of the 33d regiment, attached to the fervice

of the artillery — — 150
Heflian artillery-men, rank and file — — 78
473

Add
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Add thefe numbers to the former ftate of the army,
ind it will be found, that the regular firength when at
he greateft confifted of 7213.

1 come now to the fecond period of the campaign,
‘omprehending the tranfactions from the time the pur-
uit of the enemy from Ticonderoga ceafed, and the
sorps of Brigadier-general Frafer, and the gth regiment,
ejoined the army, after the refpective actions of Hu-
serton and Fort Anne, to the time when the army
affed the Hudfon’s River to attack the enemy near
tillwater.

It had proved impoflible immediately to follow the
(uick retreat of the enemy farther, from the nature of
he country, and the neceflity of waiting a frefh fupply
if ptovifions. But it appeared evident to me, that
ould a rapid progrefs towards Albany be effetted,
luring their difperfion and panic, it would be decifive
n the fuccefs of the expedition.

Quettion has been made by thofe who began at this
eriod to arraign my military condudt, whether it would
ot Have been more expedient for the purpofe of rapi-
ity, to have fallen back to Ticonderoga, in order to
ike the convenient route by Lake George, than to have
ztfevered in the laborious and difficult courfe by land

.+ Fort Edward ? My thotives for prefetring the latter
ere thefe : 1 confidered not only the general impref-
ms which a retrograde motion 1s apt to make upon
e minds both of enemies and friends, but alfo, that
e natural condué of the enecmy in that cafe would be
remain at Fort George, as their retreat could not then
: cut off, in order to oblige me to open trenches, and
nfequently to delay me, and in the mean time they
uld have deftroyed the road from Fort George to
ort Edward. On the other hand, by perfifting to
netrate by the fhort cut from Fort Anne, of which
vas then mafter, to Fort Edward, though it was at-
ided with great labour, and many alert fituations, the
ops were improved in the very effential point of wood
vice; I effetually diflodged the enemy from Fort
George

.17
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George without a blow: and feeing me mafter of one
communication, they did not think it worth while to
deftroy the other.

The great number of boats allo, which muft necef-
farily have been employed for the tranfport of the troops
over Lake George, were by this courfe fpared for the
tranfport of the provifion, artillery, and ammunition.

The fuccefs anfwered this reafoning in every point;
for by the vigilance of General Phillips, to whom I
had committed the important part of forwarding all the
neceffaries from Ticonderoga, a great embarkation ar.
rived at Fort George on July 29th. [ took pofieffion
of the country near Fort Edward on the fame day,
and independently of other advantages, I found myfelf
much more forward in point of time than I could pof-
fibly have been by the other route. :

Another material motive, which could not be known
by ftrangers who have reafoned upon this movement,
was, that during the time my army was employed in
clearing Wook-Creek and cutting roads, and the corps
under Major-general Phillips was working to pafs the
tranfports over Lake George, I was enabled to detach a
large corps to my left, under Major-general Reidefel,
and thereby affift my purpofe of giving jealoufy to
Connecticut, and keeping in check the whole eountry
called the Hampfhire Grants.

It was at this time Major-general Reidefel conceived
the purpole of mounting his regiment of dragoons.
In the country he traverfed during his detached com-
mand, he found the people frightened and fubmiffive.
He was induftrious and expert in procuring intelligence
in parts of the country more remote than Bennington,
and entertained no doubt of fuccefs, were an expedi-
tion formed under the command of Lieutenant-colonel
Baume.

On the arrival of the army at Fort Edward, the
great object of attention was the tranfports from Fort
George.  The diftance was about fixteen miles, the
roads wanting great repair, the weather unfavourable,

E: the
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the cattle and carriages fcarce ; part of the latter incon-
venience was occafioned by the number of both that
were neceffurily detained at Ticonderoga, for the pur-
pofe of dragging the boats and the provifions over the
carrying-places, between Lake Champlain and Lake
Georg : another part of the inconvenience was caufed
by the unavoidable delays, in bringing the different
divifions of horfes, as they were collefted in Canada,
through the defart, for fuch moft of the country is,
between St. John’s and Ticonderoga.

It was foon found, that in the fituation of the tranfs
port fervice at that time, the army could barely be
victualled from day to day, and that there was no pro-
fpet of eftablifhing a magazine in due time for pur-
fuing prefent advantages. The idea of the expedition
to Bennington originated upon this difficulty, combined
with the intelligence reported by General Reidefel, and
with all T had otherwife received.

1 knew that Bennington was the great depofit of
corn, flour, and ftore cattle; that it was guarded only
by militia ; and every day’s account tended to confirm
the perfuafion of the loyalty of one defcription of the
inhabitants and the panic of the other. Thofe who
knew the country beft were the moft fanguine in this
perfuafion, . .

Had my intelligence been worfe founded, I fhould
not have hefitated to try thisexpedition with fuch troops,
and under fuch inftruétions, as I gave to the command=
ing officer, for fo great a purpofe as that of a fupply
fufficient to enable the army to follow at the heels of a
broken and difconcerted enemy. The German troops
employed were of the beft T had of that nation. The
number of Britith was {mall; but it was the feleét light
corps of the army, compoled of chofen men from all
the regiments, and commanded by Captain Frafer, one
of the moft diftinguithed officers in his line of fervice
that ever I met with. The inftruéions recommended
the utmoft caution refpecting pofts and fecurity of re-
treat, attention, againft expofing the folid part of the

C2 detachment
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detachment to affront, or committing it in any inftence,
without a moral certainty of fuccefs. T touch with
tendernefs and with great reluctance points that relate

to the dead. My defence compels me to fay, my

cautions were not obferved, nor the reinforcement ad-

vanced with the alacrity I had a right to expect. The

men who commanded in both inftances were brave

and experienced officers. 1 have ever imputed their

failure partly to delufion in refpect to the enemy, and

partly to furprife and confequent confufion in the

troops. .

For further explanation of my motives, and the
circumftances attending the conduét of the expedition,
I beg leave to refer the committee to the letter laid be-
fore the houfe laft year, and more particularly to the
private letter laid before the houfe lately.®

The fame letter will fhew the only refource that re-
mained for proceeding towards Albany, after the dif-
appointment of this expedition, viz. to prefs forward
a neceffary fupply of provifion, and other indifpenfible
articles, from Fort George. I fhall bring -proof to
your bar to this point,and I truft I fhall fhew, beyond a
doubr, that no poffible exertion was omitted, It is not
uncommon for gentlemen, unacquainted with the pecu-
liarities of the country to which I am alluding, to cal-
culate the tranfport of magazines, by meafuring the
diftance upon a map, and then applying the refources
of carriage, as pratifed in other countries. I requeft
permiffion to fhew their miftake. The firft ftage trom
Fort George to Fort Edward is by land. The diftance
and the roads were defcribed before. At Fort Edward
the Hudfon’s River becomes navigable for a certain ex-
tent, and it is the conftant pratice in all tranfports
to refume the water carriage. Were it not, new impe-
diments would arife from hills, worfe roads, and fuch-
an increafed diftance, as would prevent the cattle re-
turning to Fort George the fame day. About fix miles
below Fort Edward lie the falls of Fort Miller, where
there is another carrying-place, which, though of no

' conliderable
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confiderable length, makes it neceffary to unload the
boats, to place the contents in carts, and to replace
them in frefh boats, at the place the river again admics
of navigation. The boats unloaded, return to Fort
Edward againft a rapid ftream,

Upon this thort ftate of facts, gentlemen will judge
of our embarraffments. In the firft place, it was ne-
ceffary to bring ferward to Fort Edward fourfcore or 2
hundred boats, as mere carriage-veflels for the provi-
fions, each boat made a hard day’s work for fix or more
horfes, including the returnof the horfes. At the next
carrying-place, as above defcribed, it was neceffary to
place a confiderable relay of horfes to draw over, firft,
a portion of carriage-boats, and afterwards the provi-
fion, as it arrived. I have not mentioned the great
number of other boats neceffary to be brought forward,
to form bridges, to carry baggage and ammunition, and
the number of earriages framed to tranfport the boats
themfelves at the enfuing carrying-places, as we fhould
proceed to Albany. This will be fhewn in detail at
the bar, if the committee chufe to hear it; and I pledge
myfelf, it will appear, that the diligence in this lervice
was extreme ; that it was performed in the moft expe-
cﬁ%ous manner poffible, regard being had to our re-
fources, and that no delay was occafioned by the artillery,
becaufe the horfes appropriated to it were fupernumerary
to thofe for which we had carts, and the artillery, not
already with the army, at laft was all brought up by
its own horfes in two days.

On the 13th of September, the ftore of provifion,
amounting to about thirty days’ confumption, was com-
pleted. I have flated, in my letter to the fecretary of
ftate, my reafons againft proceeding with lefs quantity.
And it is now time to enter upon the confideration of
that obje@, which is held by fome to be conclufive
upon the executive part of the campaign, the paflage
of the Hudfon’s River.

. Two errors, refpecting this paffage, though of op-

pofite and incompatible natures, are  fuppofed to have
C3 contributed
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contributed to the ill fuccefs that enfued ; the one, the
error of delay, the other, that of precipitation. In
defence againtt the firft, I refer to my effort at Benning-
ton to procure fupplies, and to the impediments, 1 have
juft now ftated, after the effort failed. Againft the lat-
ter, I refer to the reafons laid down in my private letter
to the fecretary of ftate, dated 2othof Auguft. *  The
flate of things at this important crifis, and my reafoning
upon it, are expreffed ftill more at large in my difpatch
from Albany; I will now only touch them fhortly.
On the one hand, my communications were at an end ;
my retreat was infecure ; the enemy was collected in
force , they were ftongly pofted; Colonel St. Leger
was retiring from Fort Stanwix. Thefe were difficul-
ties, but none of them infurmountable. On the other
hand, I had diflodged the enemy repeatedly, when
in force, and more ftrongly pofted; my army was
confcicus of having the fuperiority, and eager to ad-
vance ; I expefted co-operation; no letters from Sir
William Howe removed that expeftation ; that. to Sir
Guy Carleton had never weighed upon my mind, be-
caufe it was dated early in April, and confequently
long before the fecretary of ftate’s inftructions, which
I muft have fuppofed to relate to co-operation, cofld
be received. The letter of 17th of July,* mentioned that
General’s return to my affiftance, fthould Wathington
turn his force towards me ; indicated, as I thought, an
expetation of my arrival at Albany; and informed me,
that Sir Henry Clinton was left at New-York, and
would act as occurrences might direct. 1 did ez know
Sir Henry Clinton’s force. I 4id know, that confider-
able reinforcement might be then expeted at New-
York from England. = After all, fhould co-operation
from below fail, the whole force of Colonel St. Leger,
and Sir William Johnfon, was to be expefted from
above, in time to facilitate a retreat, though not in
time to affift my advance. Under thefe different fug-
geftions, and thofe that are more copioufly ftated in the
difpatch, to which I have referred, ¥ read again my

orders
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orders (I believe for an hundredth time) and 1 was de-
cided.

And I am 8&ill convinced, that no proof that could
have been brought from appearances, intelligence or
reafoning, could have juftified me to my country, have
faved me from the condemnation of my profeffion, or
produced pardon within my own breaft, had I notad-
vanced, and tried a battle with the enemy.

I will conclude this fubjeét, with again aflerting upon
my honour, what I hope to fupport by evidence, though
it is impoffible to bring politive proof to a negative,
that neither General Frafer, nor General Phillips, ever
offered, as has been reported, nor can be fuppofed to
have conceived any objetion againft the palfage of the
Hudfon’s River.

This refolution being taken, I truft, the manner of
approaching the enemy, when explained by witnefles,
will not be difgraceful to me as a foldier, The attion,
which enfued on the 19th of September, verified my
opinion of the valour of my army; and I muft, in
truth, acknowledge, a very refpetable fhare of that
quality in the army of the enemy. To the general
defeription given in my difpatch, 1t will be fit to add,
by evidence, the peculiar merits of the troops in that
attion. 'The honour of three Britifh regiments, in con-
tinual and clofe fire for four hours, all of them fuffer-
ing confiderable lofs, and one remaining with lefs than
ixty men, and four or five officers, ought not to lofe
its due applaule, becaufe it is faid, their opponents were
irregulars and militia.

A viftory was at laft obtained, but the clofe of day
unavoidably prevented any immediate advantages. On
the day following, it was known from prifoners and de-
ferters, that the enemy were in a poft {trongly fortified 3

but from the thicknefs of the wood, it was impoffible -

to catch a view of any part of their pofition. All that
could be done, therefore, was to take up ground as near
them, as the nature of the country would admit with
regard to military arrangement. It appears from the

difpatch
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difpatch already alluded to, that the army remained in
this pofition till the gth of O¢tober, when the fecond,
altion enfued, employed in fortifying their camp, and
watching the ¢nemy, whofe numbers it was now knawn,
had been greatly fuperior to ours in the action.

It may here be afked, why, as fopn as it became
palpable that no ufe could be made of the victory, I
did not retreat ? '

It will be thewn, that on the fecond day after the
action, I received intelligence from Sir Henry Clinton,
of his intention to attack the highlands about that
time, and 1 was+hourly in expeftation, I thought a
juftly founded one, of that meafure operating to dif-
lodge Mr. Gates entirely, or to oblige him to detach
a large portion of his force. FEither of thefe cales
would probably have opened my way to Albany, In
thefe circumftances, could the preference upon thefe
alternatives admit of 2 mament’s refle@ion? To wait
fo fair a profpett of effecting at laft the great purpofe
of the campaign, or to put a vi¢torious army, undeg
all the difadvantages of a beaten one, by a difficuls
and difgraceful rerreat ; relinquithing the long-expetted
co-operation, in the very hour of its promile, and
leaving Sir Henry Clinton’s army, and probably Sir
‘William Howe’s, expofed, with fo much of the feafon
of the campaign to run, to the whole force of Mr.
Gates, after he fhould have feen me on the other fide
of Hudfon’s River.

Some of the fame confiderations, and other conco-
mitant circumftances, will, in part, ferve to account
for my not attacking the enemy during this interval ;
for in this fituation, as in former ones, my conduct
has been arraigned upon oppofite principles. ’

_ The committee will obferve, that after receiving
intelligence of Sir Henry Clinton’s defign, different
meflengers were difpatched by different routes, to in-
form that officer of my fituation, and of the time I
thought I could continue in it. To have hazarded a
repulfe, upder fo reafonable an expetation of a power-
' ful
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ful diverfion, would, in my opinion, have been very
unjuftifiable ; but when I add, that from the back-
wardnefs, or defetion, of the few Indians that re-
mained, the numbers of rifle-men, and other irregulars
employed on the enemy’s out-pofts, and the ftrength
and darknefs of the furrounding woods, it had not
yet been practicable to gain any competent knowledge
of their pofition, I truft every man will go with e
in the fentiment, that all thefe circumftances confi-
dered, an attack would have been confummate rafth-
nefs.

Another very powerful reafon, that operated on the
fide of delay, was the ftate of my fick and wounded.
Numbers of the latter were recovering faft ; many ex-
cellent officers in particular; and the more I delayed
the ftronger I grew. The time alfo entitled me to
expect Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger’s corps would be
arrived at Ticonderoga, and fccrer means had been long
roncerted to enable him to make an effort to join me,
with probability of fuccefs.

Upon mature confideration of thefe and other cir-
cumftances attending this period, come to my know-
ledge fince, I am clearly of opinion, that had the re-
inforcements from Fn.land arrived in time, to have
enabled Sir Henry Clinton to have effeéted the ftroke
he afterwards fo gallantly made in the highlands, any
time between the two attions, I fhould have made my
way.

The difpatch alluded to, proceeds to ftate the
reafon that induced me to make.the movement on the
7th of O&ober. I fhall only add, to obviate a fup-
pofed error, in not advancing my whole line, that the
part remaining in my camp, operated as effectually to
keep the enemy’s right wing in check, from fupport-
ing their left, as if it had moved, with this additional
advantage, that it prevented the danger of their ad-
vancing by the plain, near the river, and falling upon

rear,
£yt I have
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I have reafon to believe my difappointment on that
day proceeded from an uncommon circumitance in the
conduct of the enemy. Mr. Gates, as I have been
informed, had determined to receive the attack in his
lines; Mr. Arnold, who commanded on the left, for-
feeing the danger of being turned, advanced without
confultation with his general, and gave, inftead of re-
ceiving battle.  The ftroke might have been fatal on
his part had he failed. Bur confident I am, upon
minute examination of the ground fince, that had the
other idea been purfued, I fhould in a few hours have
gained a pofition, that in fpite of the enemy’s num-
bers, would have put them in my power.

Difagreeable as is the neceflity, I muft here again,
in juftice to my own army, recur to the vigour and
obitinacy with which they were fought by the enemy.
A more determined perfeverance than they fhewed in
the attack upon the lines, though they were finally
repulfed by the corps under Lord Balcarras, 1 believe,
is not in any officer’s experience. It will be the bufinefs
of evidence to prove, that in the part, where Colonel
Breyman was killed, and the enemy penetrated, the
mifchief could not be repaired, nor under it the camp
be longer tenable.

The tranfations of the enfuing night, the day of
the eighth, and the whole progrefs of the retreat to
Saratoga, will be laid before the committee minutely
in the courfe of my evidence, as well as every circum-
ftance, from the time the army arrived there to the
figning the convention. I have only to premife, that,
1 truft, 1 fhall be able to prove, to the fatisfaction of
the committee, that even in this fituation, I had the
chance of a favourable event. The enemy had’in-
tended to attack by the plain of Saratoga, On the
morning of the 11th, a confiderable column had
attually paffed the Fifh Kill for that purpofe during
the fog, which at that feafon was regular till fome-
time after fun-rif.  The intention was prevented

taking
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taking place, by intelligence one of their generals
recetved from a deferter, that I had a line formed
behind the bruth-wood, to fupport the poft of artil-
lery, which was their immediate objeét of attack.
The general inftantly retreated his column, and pre-
vented a general action, which my pofition, compared
with the propofed one of the enemy, gave me reafon
to hope would have been to my advantage.

I have likewife a fatisfactory confidence, that I fhall
demonfirate that the intelligence I ftated to the councils
of war, refpeing the ftrength of the enemy, did not
fall fhort in any part, and in fome parts much exceeded
my own belief, particularly on the only poflible routes
of my retreat; and that thofe pofts were not taken up
during my ftay at Saratoga, as has been reported, but
fome of them previous to the aftion of the 7th, and
the reft immediately after it.

I fhall clofe the whole of this by delivering at your
table, from the hands of my fecretary, an authen-
ticated return of the force of General Gares, figned
by himfelf, and the truth of it will be fupported from
ocular teftimony, by every officer of the Britith army.
Many of them are now in England, and after what
has been infinuated, not to fay charged in this Houfe,
it becomes the duty of the accufers, not only to ex-
amine clofely the officers I have called, but to pro-
duce any other witnefles, that in their thoughts may

be qualified to fpeak to the good or bad order of the'

rebel troops, when they marched by in their prefence,
to their behaviour, when oppofed to our troops in
attion,

I cannot clofe this long trefpafs upon the patience of
the committee, without exprefling one humble hope,
that in forming a judgment upon the whole, or any
diftin@ part of thefe tranfattions, they will be confi-
dered as they muft have appeared at the time; for, I
believe, where war is concerned, few men in command
would ftand acquitted, if any after-knowledge of falts

and
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and circumftances were brought in argument againft
decifions of the moment, and apparent exigencies of

I fubmit all I have faid, fome of it, I fear, not
fufficiently prepared or arranged, with true refpect to
the committee. I fhall not mention a// the difadvan-
tages, under which I have prefled this bufinefs upon
their attention, I have cauie to regret the abfence of
a moft confidential friend in Major General Phillips;
zealous advocates, I truft, in Major General Reidefel
and Brigadier Hamilton. Much of my vindication is
in the grave with General Frafer ; much with Colonel
Ackland your late member. I truft my zeal, in pro-
moting this enquiry, as I have done, will be one mark
of the fenfe I bear of the general charaéer of this
houfe ; that however men may be biaffed by political
attachments upon common occafions, when the ho-
nour of an individual is committed to their hands,
they will alone be guided by truth and juftice. And
the next inference I fhould with to be drawn, from my
earneftnefs for a public appeal, is this; that however
others may impute errors to my conduét, I am mys
felf conicious of the rectitude of my intentions,

EVIDENCE.
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Fovis 20° die Maij, 1779.

Committee to confider of the feveral Papers which were pres
fented to the Houfe by Mr. De Grey, upon the 19th Day
of March laft, purfuant to their Addrefs to his Majefty.

Mzr. F. Montagu in the Chair.

Sir Guy CARLETON was called in and examined by Ge-
neral Burgoyne as follows :

Q. O you recolle& having received a letter from the fe- 1,
cretary of ftate, mentioning the reafons that made
it expedient for you to remain in the province of Quebec ?

A. Yes, very well.

Q. What was the date of it? 2.

A. T think the 12th of Auguft, 1776—1] am fure it was in
Augutft,

Q. Was not the date of that letter long before the return 3.
of General Burgoyne from Canada to Great Britain ?

A, Yes,

Q. During the winter, preceding the campaign of 1777, 4.
was not the artillery prepared at Montreal for field fervice,
upon the fuppofition that you was to command the army be-
yond the frontiers of the province ?

A. Tt was.

Q. Was the proportion allotted to General Burgoyne for ¢,
field fervice more than was intended, had you fo commanded ?

A. I don’t precifely recolleét that—It does not firike me
there was any great difference.

Q. Was the quantity of artillery decided on in concert 6,
with Major-General Phillips, and on his recommendation ?

A. The artillery I had prepared for the campaign, on a
fuppofition that I was to go myfelf, was in concert with Ge-
neral Phillips. That department, as well as others, was put
under the command of General Burgoyne on his arrival;
and, I fuppo’e, he followed the fame method fo far as regard-

ed the artillery. Q. Did
. . Di
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7+ Q. Did General Burgoyne apply to you for troops from
Canada to garrifon Ticonderoga when he advanced ?
A. He did.
.8 Q. What was the purport of your anfwer ? .

A, That I did not think myfelf juftified to grant 1t by my
orders——My anfwer will appear more precifely by a copy of
my anfwer to General Burgoyne. .

. Q. Do you recolle& that General Burgoyne informed you
of the motives on which he proceeded from Skenefborough
to Fort Fdward by land in preference to the route by Ticons

deroga and Lake George 2

A. 1 do.

Q. Did you concur in his fentiments ?

A. I remember my anfwer was an anfwer of approbas
tion.

11. - Q. Do you know of any circumftance of General Bur-
goyne’s military condué, while under your command, that
you difapproved ?

A. 1 had no reafon to difapprove of any part of his con-
du&t while under my command. {Withdrew.
Again called in, and examined by other Members of the Committee,

12. Q. Whether, when you propofed to take that train of ar-
tillery with you that you have mentioned, it was with a
view to the redution of the forts at Ticonderoga ; or whe-
ther you propofed to hawe taken with you the fame train of
artillery in cafe you had marched forward in the country to-
ward Albany ?

A. It was with an intention to reduce the forts and lines at
Ticonderoga ; the train of artillery was calculated for that
fervice.

13. By Ge. Q. Whether you know what proportion of artillery was
seral Bur- carried forward by the army under General Burgoyne’s com-
geyoe- mand after the reduction of Ticonderoga ?

A. 1 don’t recolleét. )

. Q. Would you nor, in cafe you had reduced Ticondero-
ga and marched forwards towards Albany, have carried with
_ you a train of ficld artillery ?

A. I probably fhould have taken artillery with me.

5. Q. Had you forefeen a neceffity of fortifying a camp at
Albany, would you not have carried fome guns of the cali-
bre of twelve pounders and light twenty-fours ?

A, Itis really avery difficult matter off hand to run into
‘all the minute operations of a campaign ; every meafure of
that fort muft have been a matter of confideration and delibes

ration,

10.
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ration, and there are a thoufand circumftances that might
have determined me upon the ipot—1I don’t with to conceal
from this Houfe any thing that I would have done—Dbut I hope
they will confider, that every gentleman may have different
ideas of the flate and fituatien of the army, as-expreffed by
the queftion aiked, and the leaft inaccuracy of expreffion on
my part may convey ideas very different from what I could
with—In general, fo confiderable a corps as that was, very
feldom moves without artillery, but the precife number muft
depend on a variety of circumftances, which the difcretion
and judgment of the officer who commands muft deter-
mine.

Q. Were not the orders you received from government
pofitive, for General Burgoyne to march to Albany ?

A. The orders have been publithed I underftand—Every
gentleman in this Houfe muft be a judge of thofe orders
whether they were pofitive or not.

. Did you not receive a letter, dated the sth of April,
from Sir William Howe, informing you that he could not
fend any force to aflift the operations of General Burgoyne’s
army ?

Az, I received a letter from Sir William Howe relative to
his operations, a copy of which was fent to General Bur-

oyne—I think it was not juft in thofe terms, but a copy
of the letter is on the table.

Q. Whether on that information, you confidered that you
had any difcretionary power to detain General Burgoyne
after that information ?

A. Certainly not.

Q. Whether in cafe of any difficulty that General might
meet with on his march, there was any latitude given him
(General Burgoyne) to retreat 2

A. T faid before, that the orders were before the Houfe,
who are competent to judge on that point,

Q. Did you yourfelf underftand thofe orders to General
Burgoyne to be poitive ?

A. Thatis giving an opinion upon what perhaps may be a
queftion in the Houfe; whereas I have alrcady faid, the
Houfe are as competent to judge as [ am.

16.

-
~3
,

18.

1g.

20.

Q. Is the Committee to undcrftand from that an{wer, that a5,

you have any objeftion of giving your opinion on that
queftion? o
A. I have an objetion to give anm opinion on almoft all

points, .
Q. Did

33
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Q. Did you give it id orders to Geflcra_l Bul_‘gquc, in
cafe he met with any difficulties during his march in Canada,
under your command, not to proceed ? L o

A. I'fhould have taken ¢dre that Gedetal Burgoyrie met
with no difficulties i his march in Canada ; nor do I well
fee how hie could. Lo

Q. Where do the boundaries of the province of Canadi
end ?

A. Between the Illinois and Point au Fer,

Q. Is the fortrefs of Ticonderoga in Canada 3

No.

Q. Did your commiffion, as commander in chicf of the
troops in the northern divifion, ektend beyorid the bourda-
ries of Canada to Ticonderoga ?

A. That commiffion as commander in chief, 1 underftood,
did extend fo far; but by the orders already alluded to, ot
by thofe which General Burgoyne brought out in the {pring
1777, I underftood that my command was reftrained to the
limits of the province, and that General Burgoyne was en-
tirely from under iy command, as foon as he pafled the li«
mits of the province.

Q. Did you apply to the fecretary of ftate for a reinforces
ment of 4000 men, as neceffary for the campaign of 1797 3

A, Irecolle&t when General Burgoyne was coming home
in the fall of 1776, as I was perfe@ly fatisfied with his
conduct in the preceding campaign, I talked over with him,
in confidénce, what I'thought neceflary for the following came
paign ; among other things I defired him to make a memo-
randum to demand 4000 men, as a reinforcement for the
enfuing campaign, or at leaft for four battalions. I think
1 have feen thofe memorandums were accurately ftated and -
laid before the Houfe,

Q. What part of that 4000 men which you thought ne-
ceflary for the campaign of 1777, was attuoally fent out to
Canada in that year?

A. T do not accurately remember how many—TI think a
very fmall part—Y ou may have 4 very precile account from
the returns,

Q. Of that fmall part fent in 1777, did not a certain pro-
portion arrive very late in the year ?

A. Yes, a part arrived late.

Q. After you had received your orders from the fecretary
of flate, did'you apprehend that General Burgoyne, as lon
as he was within the province of Canada, was pofitively
under your command ?

A, Yes
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A. Yes, I did: aslong as he was in the province of Ca-
hada, I looked onhim to be pofitively under my command ;
but the load of the expedition being on his thoulders, I thought
it proper that he, in all things fhould dire€t ; and therefore I
gave out immediate orders, that notonly the troops he was to
command out of the province, but all the departments necef-
fary for the affifting his expedition, fhould comply immedi-
ately, and without delay, with every requifition and order he
Thould give. The reafon of my doing fo was, that no time
might be loft. I only required that they thould report to me
what orders they had received from General Burgoyne, I
believe thofe orders are alfo on the table.

Q. Will you explain to the Committee what you mean by 30,
the words, load of the expedition lying on General Burgoyne's
Shoulders 2

A. T had no particular meaning ; they are words I fhould
have ufed on any expedition of importance.

Q. If General Burgoyne had met with very confiderable 31,
difficulties to impede his progrefs within the province of
Canada, would you have thought yourfelf juftifiable in giving
any orders to General Burgoyne, different from thofe tran{=
mitted to General Burgoyne, through you, from the fecre-
tary of flate? -

A. Had there been any difficulties in Canada, I would not
have given him up the command.

Q. Having given up the command to General Burgoyne, 32.
and having ordered all the troops to obey him, only report-
ing their proceedings to you, would you after that, have
thought yourfelf juftifiable to change the order to General
Burgoyne, upon his meeting with great difficulties on the
frontiers of the neighbouring provinces ?

A. T really did not mean to evade the queftion in the leaft.
It did not appear to me pofible that there could be any difficul-
ties. [don’t mean to fay there could not, from the nature
of the country, be difficulties in the march that might occa-~
fion delay, but by the natuare of the queftion I underftood dif-
ficultjes from the enemy. In that cafe I fhould not have
thought myfelf juftifiable in giving up the command. :

Q. If you had heard, that on the frontiers, and withia g3,
the province of Canada, there was the greateft reafon to
think, that the refiftance of General Burgoyne’s army was
fo great as to make it, in your opinion, exceedingly difficule
for that general to force his way to Albany, would you think
yourfelf juftifiable in givingbdiﬂ'erent orders to General Bur-

goyne,
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goyne, from thofe given by the fecretary of ftate ; or would
you have thought the fecretary of ftate’s orders for General
Burgoyne’s army fo peremptory that it would not be proper
for you to interfere ? . .
A. If T underftood the queftion as it now fands, it is

‘what T would have done, had the province been invaded, or

clofe on the point of being invaded, and the enemy entering
the province. . :
Q. The queftion does not mean an invading army, but a
refifiance from the enemy to the progrefs of General Bur-
goyne’s army, in the cafe ftated in the laft queftion?
A.'In that cafe, that an enemy fhould be found (within
the limits of my command) I fhould have ordered all the
troops deftined for the defence of the province, to have im-
mediately joined thofe deflined for General Burgoyne, and

have reafflumed the command of all, until thofe obftruétions.

had been removed, within the limits of my authority.

Q. Suppofe no enemy within the province of Canada,
but pofted in fuch a manner upon the line of communication
with Albany, as to make it exceeding difficult for General
Burgoyne to obey the orders given to him, would you think
vourfelf juftifiable in giving different orders to General Bur-
goyne, from thofe given by the fecretary of ftate ; or would
you have, thought the fecretary of ftate’s orders for General
Burgoyne’s army {o peremptory that it would not be proper
for you to interfere ?

A. I could not change General Burgoyne’s orders one
tittle, that was my opinion; he received his orders from the
fame power that gave me my authority ; when once he pal-
fed the limits of my command, I neither could give him or-
ders, nor would he be juftified in obeying them.

Q. Uo you, mean the latter part of that anfwer as an an-
fwer to a queftion which fuppofes General Burgoyne withia
the limits of the province of Canada ?

A. No: while he was within the limits of the province of
Canada, I would have given General Burgoyne orders in all
cafes of difficulty and danger. There being no fuch cafe
when General Burgoyne arrived in Canada, in 1777, nor a
poffibility of an event of that fort, I put the troops and
all things under his command, which concerned his expedi-
tion, that he might arrange and combine their motions ac-
cording to his own plan of operation for the campaign, that
No ume might be loft by any unneceflary applications to me,
: which

v
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which the firi& forms of my command might otherwife
require. [Withdrew.,
HAeain called in.

Q. Should you, if you had been in General Burgoyne’s 37
fituation, and alting under the orders which you kmow he
received, have thought yeurfelf bound to purfue them im-
plicitly, or at liberty to deviate from them ?

A. T thould have certainly thought myfelf bound to have
obeyed them to the utmoft of my power ; but, to fay as a mi-
litary man, thatin all cafes poffible, I muft have gone on, is a
very nice thing to fay indeed ; it muft have thrown me, and I
fuppofe every officer, into a moft unpleafant and anxious fitu-
ation, to have debated within himfelf, whether he was or
was not to go on. Every man muft decide for himfelf,
What I would have done, I réally don’t know ; the particu-
lar fituation, and a man’s own particular feelings, muft de-
termine the point. If I might be indulged, ].gwould beg
leave to fay, that I did not mean to evade any queftion; I
meant to anfwer dire&tly; yet queftions may be put to
me, of fo delicate a nature, and perhaps no man in the
world 1s in a more delicate fituation, with refpe& to the
prefent cafe in queftion, and the bufinefs of this Committee,
than I am; when fuch queftions are put to me, I fhall pray
the indulgence of the Committee, to be excufed anfwering
them, but I will not evade them. As I now underftand
the meaning of the right honourable member in the former

ueftions to be, Whether I fhould have taken upon me to
{uperfede the King’s orders, fuppofing I knew of any unfur-
mountable difficulties in the way, as that [ had information
of 20,000 men at Ticonderoga, before General Burgoyne
left the province of Canada, 1 fhould have told General
Burgoyne my information ? But it was General Burgoyne
who was to carry the orders into execution, and not me,
and therefore it was upon his own judgment he was to de-
termine ; I fhould have given him my opinion, but I think
1 had no right to give him orders under thofe circumftances.
v Q. Who was 1t that made the arrangement and diftribu- 38.
tion of the troops that were to be left for the defence of Ca-
nada, independent of thofe under the command of General
Burgoyne ? :

A. The orders that are before the Houfe are very full, and
I thought very clear. The Committee will fee in thofe or-

ders the troops that were deftined for General Burgoyne’s
D2 expedition,
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expedition, and the troops that were to remain for the defence
of the province. .

39. Q. Who made that diftribution ?

A. It came to me from the fceretary of ftate.

40. Q. Did not the orders from the fecretary of ftate go to the
detail of the fmalleft pofts within the province

A. The letter is before the Committce.

41, Queftion repeated. : .

A. T fhould beg for the letter to be read ; I don’t with to,
avoid any queftion, but I wifh to be accurate.

42, Q. Wasthe diftribution of the troops preferibed to you by
the fecretary of ftate, or left to your difcretion ?

A. In mentioning the number of troops which were to re«
main in that province, it was there faid, that thofe troops
would be fufficient for garrifoning fuch and fuch places, par-
ticularizing them.

43. Q. Did you ever know an inftance, in your military life,
of a minifter making a diftribution of troops for the defenee
of a province, without taking the opinion or leaving a great
deal to the difcretion, of the governor of that province, that
governor being an afting military officer of very high rank }

A, 1 never had the honour to correfpond with a fecretary
of ftate, till I was appointed to the command of that province,

44. Q. Whether you was confulted upon the pradticability of
penetrating from the frontiers of Canada to Albany by force,
with the firength allotted to Gensral Burgoyne for that pur-
pofe ?

A. No; 1 was not,

45. Q. Are you acquainted with the paffage from New York
o Canada by the Hudfon’s river ?

A. T have gone that way.

46. Q}Havc you obferved 1t with a view to military opera-

. tions?

. A. Noj; I never made the tour baving any military opers-
tions 1n view. :

47. Q. Are youacquainted with the forces which Sir William
Howe had under his immediate command at and about New
York, on the 17th of July, 1777 ?

A. L am pot.

48. Q. Suppofing Sir William Howe had 12,000 effe@tive men,
befides a fufficient. force lodged in New York, Staten Ifland,
and Long Iiland, to defend them againft General Wathing-
ton’s army, fuppofing General Wathington’s army in the
Jerfies, near Quibble Town, and that Sir William Howe

bad
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had received accounts of General Burgoyne’s fuccefs at
Ticonderaga, and was acquainted with the orders under
which General Burgoyne aéted, is it your opinion that the
beft movement Sir William Howe could have miade for the
purpofes of forwarding the execution of the orders, under
which General Burgoyne afted, would have been to have
failed with his army from New York to Chefapeak Bay ?

A. Had I had the honour to have commanded on that fide,

I do not know what I thould have done myftlf.

Q_ After you rectived the letter from Sir William Howe, 49.
informing you of his intended expedition to the fouthward,
whether you did expeét that Sir William Howe’s army could
co-operate on the Hudlon’s River with the northern army
that feafon ?

A, Idon’t know.

Q. Whether you thought, after the receipt of that letter, 5o,
that it was probable there would be a co-operation from the
{outhern army ?

A. I took it far granted, that Sir William Howe knew
what he was about, and would do what he thought beft for
the public fervice. I really was fo little informed of all the
particular cizcumftances of his fituation and of the proviaces
under his command, that { could form no judgment of the
propriety or impropriety of his condu&, or of the effeéts of
his meafures.

Q. Did your information lead you to believe, that the in- g1,
habitants between Saratoga and Albany, were {o well affefted
to his Majefty and Great Britain, as that there would be
much advantage derived from their affiftance to the King’s
army in the profecution of General Burgoyne’s expedition ?

A. T had frequent accounts from that part of the country,
that there were numbers ready to take arms and join the
King’s troops if they fhould penetrate {o far.

Q. Do you mean, by penetrating fo far, to Albany, or to 52.
the length the army got ? :

A, The whole extent of the inhabited country, according
to the information brought to me, -

Q. Had you no information that a formidable militia 53.
might be raifed in that country to oppote his Majefty’s arms ?

A. Yes; I had fuch information.

Q. Didyou think that the force which General Burgoyne §4.
carried with. him from Ticonderaga towards Albany was °

fufficient to oppofe fuch force ? .
D3 Al
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A. T really muft beg leave to be excufed anfwering that
quettion. ) :
. Q. If you had been confulted refpeéting General Bur-,
goyne’s expedition, knowing the nature of that country,
and the force General Burgoyne had, would you or not have.
advifed fuch an enterprize ? R
A. If T bad had the honour to command in that campaign
as I had in the former, I don’t precifely know what I fhould
have done my{elf. :
Q. Did you give any advice for employing the favages?
A, I don’t recolleét that I faid any thing about them.
[ Withdrew,

Fovis 27° die Maii, 1779.

Ears of BALcARRAS called in and examined by General
Burgoyne, '

Q. IN what ftation did your Lordfhip ferve in the cam.
paigns in America, in 1776, and in1777?

A. Tcommanded the Britifh light infantry. o

Q. Was the Britifh light infantry continually attached to
the corps under the command of Brigadier General Frafer ?

A. Yes,

Q. Had you occafion to obferve that General Burgoyne
and General Frafer lived together in frigndfhip and confi-
dence ? '

A. Yes; Thad.

. Q. Had you reafon to believe that General Frafer was
confulted by General Burgoyne in all material operations ?

A. T had reafon to believe that General Frafer was con-
fulted in many material operations.

. - Q. Does your Lordfhip know or believe that the propor-
tion of artillery, attached to General Frafer’s corps through'
the whole campaign, was according to his requifitions and

defires ? ‘

A. I underftood from General Frafer, that the proportion
of artillery allotted to him was agreeable to his own requi-°
fitions. ) ) :

Q. Do you recolleét the number of killed and wounded in
General Frafer's corps,. at the affair of Huberton ?

A. T don’t recolle®t exaétly ; 1 think it was about 150.

9. Q. What was your opinion of the behaviour of the enemy

on that day ?
A. Cir-
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A, Circumftanced as the enemy was, as an army very
hard prefled in their retreat, they certainly behaved with
great gallantry.

Q. Was it pralicable, the nature of the country, the§,
fatigue of the King’s troops, the care of the wounded, and
other circumftances confidered, to have purfued the enemy
farther after that ation?

A. Tt was not, L

Q. Do you recolleét on what day General Frafer’s corps g,
rejoined the army at Skenefborough ?

A. On the gth of July; I think that it was on that day.

Q. On what day was the aétion at Huberton * .

A. On the 7th of July.

Q. Do you recolleét the difficulties of removing the 11,
wounded from Huberton to the hofpital at Ticonderoga ? N

A. From the diftance and badnefs of the roads, the diffi-
culties attending the removing of the hofpital muft have been
very great,

Q. Was it pradlicable, unlefs the wounded had been left y5,
expofed to the enemy, to have rejoined the army fooner ¢

A. It was not. . N

Q. Does your Lordfhip recolleét how the army was em- 13.
ployed between that time and the march to Fort Edward ?

A. The Britifh were employed in opening the country
and making roads to Fort Anne ;'the Germans under General
Reidefel were detached about fourteen miles to the left.

Q. Do you recolle&t the poft the enemy abandoned upon 14,
the, afcent from the Low Country to the Pitch Pine Plains,
in the march from Fort Anne to Pyort Edward ?

A. T do recolle& fuch a place.

Q. Had the enemy maintained their ground on that poft, ¢,
do you apprehend that a confiderable portion of artillery
would have been neceflary to diflodge them ?

A. Artillery would certainly have been of great ufe to
diflodge the enemy. .

Q, Did you ever fee an inftance, during your fervice in 36,
America, that the rebels continued twenty-four hours on the
fame place without entrenching; and was it not alfo their
general pradtice to add abbaties to their-entrenchments ¢ 2

A. The rebels were always indefatigable in fecuring them-
felves by entrenchments, and in general they added an ab-
batis to thofe entrenchments. , TS B

Q. Do you remember the pofition the enemy abandoned: 17,
at Schuyler’s Ifland ? C
. . Dy Al

10.
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A. 1 doremember to have pafled fuch a poft once.

18. Q. Does your Lordfhip think that pofition could have-
been forced without a numerous astillery or heavy lofs ?

A. Tdonot think it could. : . '

19. Q. From the nature of that country, do you think that

ft could have been turned ? .
A. Not without greatly rifquing the boats and portable
magazines.

20. . Is it poffible at any time in that country, and witha
fmall army, to quit the navigabie rivers, without leaving the
boats and portable magazines expofed ?

A. 1 imagine it is not. :

a1. Q. Did you livein habits of intimacy and communication

with General Frafer ?
A. Tdid.

22. Q. Was General Frafer of a warmth and opennefs of
temper that generally made him cogpmunicative of his fenti-
ments, when they diffcred from the {entiments of thofe with
whom he afted ?

A. General Frafer’s temper was warm, open, and coms,
municative, but referved in matters of confidence.

23. Q. Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs difapprobas
tion of the meafire of paffing Hudfon’s River 2

A. T never did.
24. Q. Was nota bridge conftru&ted of rafts, and fome boats

thrown over that river, alittle before the timg of the attack
on Bennington ?

A, There was, !
25. Q. Did not General Frafer’s corps pafs the river by that
bridge, and take poft on the heights of Saratoga ? '
A, Tt did.
26. Q. Do you remember that bridge being carried away by
the torrents and bad weather, whereby the communication,

was cut off between that corps and the main body of the
army ? '

A. I do.
27, Q. Was General Frafer’s corps recalled after that altion,
and obliged to repafs the river in boats and fcowls ?
A, Tt was.
28. Q. Do you remember General Frafer exprefling his forrow
for being obliged to return back over the Hudfon’s River ?
A. I remember General Frafer mentioning it with regret,
29. Q. Had the rear guard of General Frafer’s corps been
attacked during that paffage over the river, would not a

powerfu}
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powerful fire of artillery from the oppofite fhore have been
of great ufe, if not the only means of prote&ing them ?

_A. If the enemy had attacked General Frafer, they
would have found him in a very bad pofturc ; it was impoi-
fible to take a better, and, as they could not be fupported
by the line, the only means of fafety muft have been ta get
under cover of the fire of our artillery,

Q. Was there not an expe&ation and impatience of the 0,
troops in general to pafs Hudfon’s River, and advance on the
enemy ?

A. There was.

Q. Was there not a general confidence and alacrity on 31,
the occafion ?

A. There was,

Q. From thefe circumftances, and your other knowledge 32
of the army, do you not believe that to have made no fur-
ther attempt on the enemy would have caufed difappointment
and dejeétion in the troops, and refle€tions on the general ?

A. The troops were 1n the higheft fpirits, and wifhed to
be led on, .

Q. Does your Lordfhip recolle& the march up to the 33.
enemy on the morning of the 1gth of September 2

A. Ido.

Q. Was the combination of the march fuch, as, that 34
notwithftanding the paffage of the ravines and the thicknefs
of the woods, the column of General Frafer’s march, and
that of the Britith line, led by General Burgoyne, were
in a fituation to fupport each other, and fpeedily to
form in line of battle, at the time the enemy began the
attack ?

A. After the columns had pafled the ravines, they arrived
at their refpe&ive pofts with great precifion in point of time,
and every fortunate circumftance attended the forming of
the line.

Q. How long did that a&tion laft ? 35,

A. The Britifh were attacked partially about one o’clock.
The a&tion was general at three, and ended at feven o’clock.

Q. From the nature of the country, was it poffible to 36.
difcern the enemy’s pofition or movements, to form any judg-
ment what attacks were in force, and what were feints ?

A. I think not.

Q. Did we remain mafters of the field of battle ? 37.

¥ We did,
A Wed Q. Had

4%
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38. . Q. Had the field of battle been well difputed by the

enemy ?

A.yThe enemy behaved with great obftinacy and courage,

39. - Q. Was it too dark to purfue with effe at the time the’
aftion ended ? s

AL Ttwas, .

40. Q. Did the King’s troops take up ground nearer to the
enemy, the morning after the ation ?

A. It was rather nearer.the enemy,

41. Q. How near were the out-pofts of General Frafer’s corps-
to the out-pofts of the enemy from that time to the aétion of
the 7th of O&ober ?’ o

A. I fhould imagine within half a mile,

42. Q. From the nature of the country, and the fituation of
the enemy’s out-pofts, was it poflibic to reconnoitre their
pofition ¢ '

A. From the nature of the country, the difficulties at-
tending the reconnoitering muft have been very great. :

43. Q. Were not the riflemen, and other irregulars, employed
by the enemy at out-pofts and on fcouts, an overmatch for-
the.Indian or provincial troops that were with the army at
that time ¢~ . o

A, They were. ) .

44. Q. Was not General Frafer’s corps continually at work
during the interval above-mentioned, in fecuring their own
pofts, and opening the front to oppofe the enemy ?

A. They were.

45. Q. After General Frafer received his wound, on the 7tk
of O&tober, on whom did the command of his corps devolve ?

A. On me.

46. Q. Was you in a fituation on that day, to obferve the
general difpofition of the army, made by General Burgoyne,
previous to the a&tion ? ’

A. I remember two redoubts having been erefted on the
left, to cover the boats and provifions to enable General
Burgoyne to make a detachment from his army.

47. Q. Was you in a fitaation to obferve the difpofition made’
immediately before the attack by the enemy 3

A. Tonly recolleét the fituation of the two battalions of"
the advanced corps. '

43. Q. After the vetrcat to the lines, were the lines attacked,
and with what degree of vigour ? ;
A. The lines were attacked, and with as much furysas
the fire of {inall arms can admit,

Q. Does
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Q. Does yeur Lordfhip remember that part of the lines 49.
where you commanded, being vifited by General Burgoyne
during the attack ?

- A. T don’t recolle&t to have feen General Burgoyne.

Q. Was the ‘cannon of great ufe in the repulfe of the §o.
enemy in your poft ?

A. Of very great ufe,

Q. Do you think that poft would have been tenable next gi.,
moI{ning, the enemy having pofleflion of Colonel Briemen’s

oft ? T .
P A. T do not think it would,

Q. Would the poffefiion of the poft by the enemy, toge- 2.
ther with the poffeffion of Colonel Briemen’s pofts, have
laid open the flank and rear of the camp of the line ?

" A It would.
" Q. Was the rétreat in the night, and the new difpofition 53
of the whole army made in good order and without lofs ?

A, It was. : :

Q. Did the army remain under arms, and in momentary §4.
expe&tation of battle, the whole of the day of the §th ?

A. It did.

Q. Do you remember the confufion and difficulties at- 55,
tending the line of baggage in the retreat, in the night of
the 8th ¢ i

A. T do.

Q. Was not the retreat neverthelefs made in good order 56.
by the troops, and without lofs ?

A. Tt was.

Q. Does your Lordfhip remember the weather, the ftate 57«
of the roads, the ftate of the cattle, and the difficulty of
pafling the Fifh Kill, in the retreat to Saratoga, in the day
and night of the gth?

A. It rained inceflantly, confequently the roads were bhad :
the cattle were nearly ftarved for want of forage, and the
bridge over the Fifh Kill had been deftroyed by the encmy;
the troops were obliged to ford the river.

Q. Had there been no enemy to oppofe us, or no bridge 58.
or roads to repair, would it have been poffible, from the flate
of the fatigue of the troops, to have continued the march
farther immediately after the arrival at Saratoga ?

A. The troops were greatly fatigued, and the artillery
had been léft on the other fide of the Fifh Kill.

- Q. Why were they left on the other fide of the Fith K’il‘l}: 59-
A. The

43
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A, The bridge had been deftroyed by the enemy ; it was
exceeding dark, and I do not know whether the ford was
paffable for the artilfery without being firft examined.

6o. Q. Do youremember the enemy opening a battery on the
oppofite fide of Hudfon’s River, and the circumftances at-
tending the opening that battery ? .

A. The corps I commanded was at that time pofted, and
they fired on us at that time, but I do not know from what
dire&tion. .

61. Q. Does your Lordfhip remember the fhot from that bat-
tery going over the table when you and feveral officers were
at dinner ?

A. 1did not dine with General Burgoyne that day—1I re-
collet hearing a cannon thot had difcompofed the company:
at the general’s table. ‘

62. Q. Confequently muft not that battery have commanded
the ford over the Hudfon’s River ?

A. Tbelieve I faid, I did not recolle& from what dire&ion
the fhot came, but they had a battery which commanded
that ford. . o

63. Q. Do you recolleét on what day you was called, with
other commanders of corps, to the firft couneil of war ?

A. On the 13th of O&ober. '

64. Q. Was there a fpot in the whole pofition to be found for
holding that council, which was not expofed to.cannon or
rifle-thot ? o :

A. We were not {o fortunate as to find ane. :

65. Q. Do you recolle that General Burgoyne, after Rating
to the council the difficulties of the fituation, declared, tlat
nothing could induce him to propofe terms to the enemy
without the general concurrence of the generals and field of~
ficers of the army, and that he was ready to take the lead in
any meafure they fhould think for the honour of the Britith
arms, or words to that effeé

A. I remember words.to that effeét.

66. Q. Was the concurrence unanimous for treating on ho-
nourable terms ?

A. Thope I fhall ftand juftified with the members of that
council, when I have the honour to declare to this Houfe,
that our fituation appeared to them fo decided as not to ad~
mit of one diffenting voice.

6. Q. When Colonel Kingfton brought back the firft propo-
fition, wherein it was fpecified by Major General Gates, that
the army thould lay down their arms in their intrenchments

and
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and furrender prifoners of war, does your Lordfhip remem-
ber, that General Burgoyne, when he read them to the coun-
¢il, declared, he would not fet his hand to thofe conditions,
or words to that effe& ?

A. T think the words of the propofal from General Gates
were, That the Britith army fhould be ordered, by word of
command from their adjutant general, to lay down their arms
in the entrenchments. It was rejefted with difdain by Ge-
neral Burgoyne, and the council concurred in his indigaa-
tion.

Q. Were the counter-propofals, penned by General Bur- 68.
goyne, unanimouily approved of ?

A. They were.

Q. When thofe propofals had been agreed to by General 6q.
Gates, but copies not figned by either party, do you remem-
ber General Burgoyne informing the council of intelligence
he had received from a {py in the night, and fubmitting to

their confideration, whether it was confiftent with public
" faith, and if fo, expedient to fufpend the execution of the
treaty and truft o events ?

A. T do remember it.

Q. Does your Lordfhip recolle€t what was the refult of 50,
that confideration ?

" A. The determination of the council, cn the queftion
being put, was, that the public faith was bona fide plighted.

Q. Though that was the opinion of the majonty, was 1.
there not a difference of opinion in the council ?

A. There was.

Q. Were the opinions of the feveral commanding officers 4.
afked refpeéting the condition of their refpeftive corps, and
what might be expefted from them feverally in defperate
cafes ?

A, Tt was,

Q. Was there not on that queftion alfo difference of opi~ 73.
nion?

A. There was.

Q. After the Convention took place, did your Lordfhip 44.
fee the army of General Gates pafs in review before General
Burgoyne and General Phillips ?

A, T did.

Q. From the manner and filence of their march, the or- 75,
der obferved in keeping their divifions, and an apparent at-
tention to their officers, did that army appear difciplined ?

A. They marched in good order and were filent, and

3 feemed

%5
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feemed to pay attention to their officers. Thefe are effen-
tial points of difcipline, but I faw nothing farther of it.

6. . Q. From the general behaviour of the rebel troops in the
different adtions in which you was prefent in the courfe of
the campaign, did you think them difciplined and refpeéta-
ble troops ?

A. When I anfwered the laft queftion, I fpoke to the man.
ccuvre I faw upon the fpot. At all times when I was op-
pofed to the rebels, they fought with great courage and ob-
ftinacy. ‘

77 Q. Judging by your eye, and the time the rebel army

was marching in review, did you form any judgment of their
number ?
" A. It requires great experience to make a computation of
numbers by feeing them pafs ¢ as far as I could judge on the
occafion, they feemed to me to amount to thirteen or four-
teen thoufand rank and file under arms.

78. Q. Has your Lordthip reafon to know or helieve, that
the troops that patfed in review were exclufive of thefe corps
that had been pofted on the other fide of the Hudfon’s River ?

A. They were exclufive of thofe corps.

Examinea by other Members of the Committee, and by
General Burgeyne cecuficaaily. .

79. Q. What was the general opinion of the army of General
Burgoyne’s behaviour in ation and in difficulty ?

A, Itappeared to me, that General Burgoyne always pof-
feffed himlelf in every fituation of danger and difficulty, and
I may venture to fay, it appeared {o to the army.

8o. Q. Had General Burgoync the confidence of the army 2

A. He had, i

81. Q. After the arrival of the troops at Cambridge, were the
officers and foldiers of the army fatisfied with the general’s
efforts to contribute to their comfort, and redrefs their grie-
vances ?

A. They were, .

82. Q. Was the army fatisfied with the general’s behaviour
-at the court-martial held on Colonel Henley 3

A. He carried on that profccution in perfon, and as fuch
they were fatisfied with him.

83. Q. Did your Lordfhip ever hear any officer or foldier of
that army exprefs any diffatisfattion at the gencral’s return-
ing to England ?

A. I did not.

84. - Q; Does your Lordfhip think that the officers of that ar-

ny
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my wifh to have their refpe&tive merits ftated to their Sove-
reign, by the general in perfon who had the honour of com-
manding them ? '

A, It was the wifh of that army that General Burgoyne
fhould go to Europe, to juftify not only his own condu&,
but the conduct of the army he commanded.

Q. Does your Lordfhip apprehend, that the return of 85,
General Burgoyne to that army, under perfonal difgrace,
and without any diftribution of preferment among the di-
ftinguithed officers of that army, would be any fort of con-
folazion to the troops under captivity ? )

A. General Burgoyne, at all times, fhared the dangers
and affli€tions of that army in common with every foldier ;
as fuch they looked on him as their friend, and certainly
would have received him in perfon, or any accounts of him,
with every mark of affetion. ’

Q. YourLordfhip having faid thatif the rebels had main- 86,
tained their poft, at the afcent from the Low Countries to
the Pitch Pine Plains, in the march from Fort Anne to
Fort Edward, artillery would have been of great ufe to dif-
lodge them ; will your Lordfhip fay what kind of arridery,
of what calibre, would have been neceffary for that pur-
pofe?

A. Auny of the artillery officers now under the order of
the Houfe can give a much more fatisfaltory anfwer to that
quettion than 1 poflibly can.

Q. Did you fee that poft ? g7.

A. T think T faid I did fee it.

Q. With what kind of work was that poft fortified 2 82.

A. T fpoke of it merely from its fituation.

Q. Were there then any works or none ? 89.

- A, I don’t recollet there were any werks.

Q. If the army, after taking Ticonderoga, had been em- ga.
barked, and proceeded dire&ly to South Bay, would there
have been any occafion to have attacked the pott at Pitch
Pine Plains at all? o

A. The army did proceed by South Bay, excepting a de-
tachment of General Frafer’s corps, and fome Germans te
fupport him ; and the army aflembled at Skenefborough on
the gth or 1oth of July, . .

Q. Was it neceflary to go to the poft at Pitch Pine Plains, g1.
in order to go to South Eay ?

A. They had no fort of conne&ion with each other.

Q. Might not the army have proceeded to Fort Edward, g2.

4 and
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and omitted the attack of that pafs, fuppofing it had been
mieant to be defended ? :

A. There were two routes to Fort Edward., Generaf
Burgoyne might flill go the fame route withoutany n'ccéﬁ‘itfy
of attacking that poft, ds there might have been many dif-
ferent ways of diflodging the enemy from that poft without
attacking it.

93- Q. In how many inftances do you remember the rebels
defending their intrenchments after they had made them ?

A. We never got a view of any of their intrenchments
but fuch as they had voluntarily abandoned.

94. Q. Is it then to be underftood that they never defended
any entrenchments ?

A. They never did.

95- Q. Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs his appro-
bation of the paffing the Hudfon’s River ?

A. I never did.

g6. Q. Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs his appro-
bation of the Bennington expedition ?

A. That detachment was made, and the bufinefs con-
cluded, before I ever heard of the projeét or execution.

97. Q. Have you occafion to know, when the firft detach-
ment was f{ent out under Colonel Baume, where they were
ordered to rejoin General Burgoyne, after they had per-
formed the fervice they were fent on ?

A. 1 don’t know.

¢8. Q. Whether, in your Lordfhip’s opinion, after the lofs
the rebels had fuftained over night, in the aétion of the 1gth
of September, if they had been attacked brifkly at break of
day, the next day, there was a probability that they could
“have ftood their ground ?

A. T have not hefitated to give an opinion upon fuppofed
matters, which muft have been attended with evident and
demonftrable confequences ; but I beg the indulgence of thé
Houfe in declining to give any opinion upon any queftion
relative to {peculation or judgment. Had any general of-
ficer of that army under General Burgoyne been prefent in
this country, I fhould have confined myfelf merely to the
tanceavres of the corps I commanded. = As there 1s ne ge-
neral officer here, I with to give this Houfe every informa-
tion confiftent with my rank in the army,

Q. Had you any information that might indicate to you
that the rebels were prepared to decamp after the aion of
the 1gth of September ?

' Al
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A. T was ignorant of any fuch intelligence being received.

Q. Had you any information of their baggage being pack- 100,
ed up ?

A. I have already anfwered, that [ had no information at
all about it,

Q. In the altion of the 7th of O&aber, on which fide did ;o;,
the yebels force our lines and make a lodgment ?

A. The lines to the right were ftormed and carried.

Q. WWere the lines attacked to the left? 102,

A. To the lett of that peft they were, but not to the left
of the army,

Q. Did not the pofleffion of Fort Edward, and the coun- 103,
try thereabouts, cut off the retveat of any garrifon that might
bave becn in Fort George ?

A, It endoubtedly did ?

Q. Had the ar vy proceeded to Fort George by Ticonde- 1oy,
roga and Lake Georzz, might not the enemy have remained
at Fort George till the trenches were opened, and have fill
had their retreat fecure 3

A. Thuris a matter of opinion upon fpecualation.

Q. Do you not think that the Britifh army, being well ¢,
provided with artillery, was a probable reafon for their not -
defending entrenchments ?

A. The reafon they did not defend their entrenchments
was, that they always marched out of them and attack-
ed us.

" Q. Does your Lordthip think it would have been ad- 106.
vilable, in poiat of prudence, or juft to brave troops, who

had fuffered fevere lofs, to attack an enemy the morning af-

ter that lofs, pofted within entrenchments, which it was im-
poffible to reconnoitre ¢

A. That attempt was tried on the 7th of Oétober, and
did not fucceed.

Q. Were not the enemy reinforced between the 1gth of 107,
September and the 7th of Oltober ?

A. 1 thiok it is Jikely they were.

Q. Were they likely o br 1n better fpirits to repel an at- 108.
tack the day after they hard been repulted with great lofs, or
when they had been ceinforced, and feen an army lie three
weeks inahive in their camp ?

A. T do not judge of the fpirit of the enemy but when I
was oppofed to them myfelf.

Q. On the firft day of the a&tion, when the enémy was 10g-
E repulfed
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repulfed on the 19th of September, had not our army fuf-
. fered very confiderably ? : s

A. They fuffered very confiderable lofs, S

110.. Q. Was not the army .recruited, and in better order, on
the 7th of O&ober, than they were on the 20th of Septom-
ber?- - o .

A. Numbers of the men who had been wounded and difa-
bled in the a&tion of the 1gth, joined their corps on the jth
of Oétober. _— :

118, :Q;. Was the behaviour of the epemy, oppofed to your
Lordthip, in the aftions you have feen, {uch as to make
them contemptible in the eye of a foldier.?".

A. I have already mentioned, that they fought at all times
with courage and obftinacy. E .

112. Q. Whether the behaviour of the enemy was fuch asto

. make advantages obtained by them over his Majefty’s troops
more humiliating and.di{graceful to the Britith arms than the
fame advantages obtained by an equal number of any other
troops ? !

A. I myfelf felt more humiliation until I confidered that
«thofe advantages proceeded from the nature of the country,
and not.from the want of zeal or bravery in the Britilh
“troops ?

113... Q.- Whetherthe encmy’s troops were fuch bad troops as to
_make it more difgraceful to have an advantage obtained by
them over the King’s troops than by the like number of any
other enemy over a like number of his-Majefty’s troops in
the fame circumftances of country ? -

A. The advantages gained by the rebels over the Britifh
troops proceeded from their local fituation, and not from the
want of courage in the Britith troops. We were taught by
-experience that neither their attacks nor refiftance was to be
defpifed, ‘

114, Q.. Did you ever ferve againft any other troops ?

A. 'l commenced my fervice in America,

115. Q. Whether the army under General Burgoyne, in ge-
neral, expedted co-operation in their efforts to go to Albany,
from the army under the command of Sir William Howe? -
A, General Burgoyne gave it out in general orders, that
be had every reafon to believe that powerful armies were
-#&ling in eo-operation with the army he had the hopour ©
command, o

116. Q. Do you know at what time that order was given D’%th'

. : A. The
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_ A, The adjutant general’s books will fhew it: I think it
was about the 3d of O&ober.

Q. Does your Lordfhip believe that if the army under 117,
General Howe had co-operated up the North River with the
army under General Burgoyne, that the army under Gene-
ral Burgoyne would have been obliged to have made the con-
vention it did ? - .

A. Thar 1s a matter of judgment. The army looked for-
ward to that co-operation, which they were led to underftand,
by the orders General Burgoyne had given out, with pleafure,

Q. What was the general ‘'opitiion of the officers .of the 118.
army in which you ferved, on that fubjet of co-operation ?
A, I donot think my rank in the army entitles me to give
my opinion on that fubjet ; T fhall ftill lefs prefume to give
that of others. o [ Withdrew.

Then he was called in again, and feveral parts of the ex-
amination, particularly that which immediately follows the
place where itis faid that his Lordfhip was examined by other
members of thée Committee, were read, and then the laft

- queftion which was put to his Lordfhip immediately before
he withdrew, was repeated, with this addition, ¢ To the
beft of your recolleftion and information,” 119,

A. DI'have already declined anfwering that queftion,

Q. When'did you firft know that there was to be no co- 120.
operation from ‘General Howe's army, and that'Sir William
Howe had cartied his army to Chefapeak Bay ?
~ A. Idid not know that we were to expe& no co-operation,
until after the convention was figned. o

Q. When did you firft hear that Sir William Howe was 121,
gone to the fouthward ? T o

A. Tt was reported {o in the army about the beginning of
the campaign, Eeforc we croffed the river. :

Q. When was that report fiift confirmed fo as to make it 122.
a matter of belief ? -

A. 1never knew it was confirmed atall, ™ . - .-

Q. Whether you yourlelf was not furprifed or difappoint- 123,
ed; or both, when you firft underftood that there was not to
be any ca-operation from Sir William Howe, bur that Sir
William Howe’s armny was gone'to Chelapeak Bay ?* - = 77
: ' - [HFithdrew.

. ‘//gazf):l called in. i

Q. Whether you yourfelf was furprifed or difappointed, 124.
or both, when you firft heard that Sir William Howe’s army |
was gone to Chefapeak BaryE?L.2 tive . s A
Lol

s1
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A. T neitlier knew the obje& of the camipaign nor its ex-
cftations, and therefore cannot fpeak tp any manceuvyé of
which I could not kpow the tendency. S ‘
125. Q. Did the army in gencial exprefs themfelves pleafed at
the news of Sir Williami Howe’s being gorie to Chefapeak
Bay ? ’ co '
z’ﬁ. The anfwer to the laft queftion, as it re’lét’es to me in
particular, relates to them ir‘} general, . o )
120. Q. Whether your Lordfhip; as a matter of fal, in the
confideration you had in the aimy, on the fiews of Sir Wils
" 1iam Howe’s being gone to Chefapeak Bay, heard thofe-you
converfed with exprefs themfelves pleafed, or talk of that ex+
pedition to Chefapeak, as a powerful co-opération with Ge-
neral Burgoyne 3 R ‘ ’

A. T think that queftion is fully anfivered in the two pre-
ceding ones. o ) S .

127, Q. Whether you did: not thihk General Howe’s fighting
General Wafhington’s grand army at the battle of Brandy-
wine, was a very capital co-operation with' the army under
General Bargoyne ? R o

A. T waé not at Brandywine. L

128, Q. Whether X_o'ﬁ was not furprifed when you returhed
home to this country, to learn that the fecretary of ftate for
the American department, had information from General
Howe, of hig intentions of going to the fouthward, before
General Burgoyne departed from this country, and never
communicated that information to General Burgoyhe before
his departure for Canadi’? . ‘ '“

A. Thave the honour to'ftand before this Houfe as a mili-
t3ry,_man, and not as a politician, and cannot anfwer any
queftion but thofe relative tomy own profeffion.

IRG. . Q;, What was your Lo'rdf'nip’s opinioh” of the fpirit of
your own €orps ? v . ’ i
A. The opinion I gave in the council of war, relative to

.poy the fpirit.of the corps I commianded was, that they weré, wil-

- ling and zealous to undertake any, enterprife that General

Burgoyne would pleafe to employ tiwin upon, .

igo. Q. ‘When advice was receiyed that Sir Henry Clinton was

coming up the North River, did you apprehendx'the treaty of
convention had gone fo far that it could not be broken ?

A My opigion was,. With refpe& to tha queftion, that
all miIita,rgl negotiations wete_ fair and ju iiii;ble,_ to take
delays” and 1o gain timé ; [ ‘therefore thoﬁglxt ‘and declared
my, {entiments, that General Burgoyue was at full libetty to
’ ' break
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break off that treaty in the ftage it then was; and I could
not conceive that. the public faith was engaged, until the
treaty was aétually figned and exchanged.

Q. Whether the opinion of General Burgoyne, of Gene- 131.

ra] Phillips, of Brigadier Hamilton, and feveral other offi- }y General
cers, did not coincide with your opinion in all the matters <"
comprifed in the laft queftion ?
- A, As General Burgoyne feems defirous that I fhould an-
fwer that queftion, I declare hit fentiments were the fame
with thofé¢ I have now delivered. I hope that the other
members of that council will foon be in a fituation to ftand
forward and to declare the opinion that they gave on that
and every other queftion,

Q. When the queftion relative to the point of public faith 1 32.
was decided, by the majority of the council, was not the ByGeneral
concurrence for figning the convention unanimous ? Burgoyne.

A. Tt was., - o

Q. What day was it firft known that Sir Henry Clinton 133.
had taken the highlands, and was coming up the North Ri-
ver? . e
A. Inthe night of the 16th of O&tober. . [Withdrew.

Cartaiy MowEY called in and examined by General
Burgoyne. .

Q. WAS not you deputy quarter mafter general of the 1.
army under €General Burgoyne, in 17772

A. T was. ‘

Q. After Lieutenant Colonel Carleton returned to Cana- 2,
da, weis you the fuperior officer in that department ? -

. . 1 wWas. . :

Q. As fuch, did you make it your bufinefs fiom the be- 3.
ginning of the campaign to get a knowledge of the sountry ?

A. Whenever ther¢ was apy. occafion to obtain the know-
ledge of any particular part of the country, a party was al-
ways fent with' me for that purpofe, but the woods were fo
thick that it was impoffible to go without a party. -,

Q. Was you well acquainted with the country between 4.
Skenefboraugh and Fort Edward ? :

A Twas, :
- Q. How long was the army employed in making the roads 5.
pra&icable between Skenefborough and Fort Kdward ?
v A. Ahout fix or feven days 1n making the road hetween
Skenefborough and Fort Anne, and between Fort Anne and
2k - E 3 Fort
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Fort Edward.” I do not believe the army was delayed an
hour on that account ; there was a very good road made by
the rebels the year before, between Fort Anne and Fort
Edward, in which road the rebels had cut down fome few
trees which took the provincials in our army fome few hours
1o clear.’ : .

6. Q. Does not the pofleffion of the country in the neigh.
bourhood of Fort Edward ncceflarily prevent the retreat of a
garrifon that might be in Fert George ?

A. It prevents the getting off any artillery or flores ; but
a garrifon might get through the woods, in cafe we were in
the poffeffion of the ground in the neighbourhood of Fort
Edward,

7- Q. Did not the garrifon of Fort George evacuate the fort
upon the approach of the King’s troops toward Fort Ed-
ward ? - -

A. T heard they did ; T was not near enough to fee. .

8. Q. Had thearmy taken their route by South Bay, Ticon-
deroga, and Lake George, how many Dbateaux do you ima-
gine 1t would have taken to carry the troops felely over Lake
George, exclufive of provifions and ftores ?

A. I think between three and four hundred, which ba-
teaux muft have been carried up out of Lake Champlain to
Lake George.

9. Q. What time would it have taken, as you imagine, to
have drawn thofe bateaux over the land, between Lake
Champlain and Lake George, with the horfes then at Ti-
conderoga ? .

A. I fuppofe a fortnight—Four hundred. bateaux.

10. Q. Though there were no troops paffed over Lake George,
how long did it take before the firft tranfport of provifions
arrived at Fort George ? )

A. I can’t recolleét precifely,

11. Q. Confidering the length of time it took to tranfport the
provifions,” without the troops, over Lake George, was not
the army forwarder in their way to Albany, in point of time,
by the route they took, than they could have been by the
route of Ticonderoga and Lake George ? .

A. I have already faid, 'that it would take a fortnight to
tranfport the 400 bateaux from Lake Champlain to Lake
George ; it therefore would have delayed the army a fort-
night longer than they were delayed to have returned from
Skeaefborough by Ticonderoga,” and gone acrofs Lake
George. : L L -
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. Q. Was you comn}iﬁ'ary of horfe, as well as deputy ;,,
quarter mafter general ?
A, Twas, ‘ ,

Q. What is the nature of that department ? 13.

A. Tt was to take charge of all the horfes furnifhed by
contraét for General Burgoyne’s army, by any letter of in-
firuétions from General Burgoyne. 1 am direfted to give
proper orders and direfions to the drivers, furnifhed by that
contralt, for the purpofe of tranfporting provifions and ftores
brought to Fort George for the ufe of the army. . .

Q. Did you report from time to time to Major General 14.
Phillips, and take orders from him, as well as from General
Burgoyne ?

A. Yes.

Q. Were not the orders from both the generals invariable, 15.
precile, and prefling, for ufing all poffible diligence in for-
warding the tran(port of provifions ?

A, They were. There was' one order which I will read,
as it will fully anfwer that queftion : it is dated Auguft the
18th, Duer-Camp, and isin thefe words ; ¢ It having been
¢ a praftice for officers to order to be taken from the provi-
¢ fion train, in the fervice of the King for this army, the
¢¢ carts and horfes, for the carrying baggage and other pur-
¢¢ pofes, to avoid for the future the danger and ificonve-
¢ niences to the fervice, it is in the moft pofitive manner
¢¢ ordered, that no cart or horfe are to be ufed but for the
¢¢ public tranfport of the army; nor is any officer, acgi-
¢ dentally coming to any particular poft, to interfere with
¢ the provifion train, in any other manner than to give it
¢ every aid and .affiftance, which he is on all occafions to
¢ do,” :

. .Q, Was not the tranfport of merchandize, and evep fut-16,
lers’ flores, as well as of officers’ baggage, pofitively forbid
till the tranfport of provifien fhould be over ?

,-A. There was fuch an order, and a feizure made of two
barrels of Madeira, and two barrels of rum, which were or-
dered to the hofpirtal. .

. Q. Do you recolleé General Burgoyne’s expreffing, ati7.
feveral times, particular anxiety:on the fubjet of expediting
the tranfport.of provifjons ? S :

.. A. T do remember once to have heard General Burgoyne
exprefs his ‘concern at our not being able. to bring forward
a greatet guantify of provifion to.enable him to.proceed with
the army.—I do recolle& to have heard him fay with very
) E 4 great

-~
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giear eavmelinels to-General Phillips and Colonet Carletén,

that ene month’s provifion at that partieular time (it was

about the latter end of Auguft) would be worth 100,000l
_ to Great Britain ? coT ' ! e

18. Q. Do you think that the commiffary of the waggons, and
other carriages, was authorifed to buy or hire ox-teams wher<
ever they could be had, and that all draught cattle taken,
were appropriated to the tranfport ? ' B
- A. He received fuch direftions, _

19. Q. How many carts and ox-teams could be muftered at
any one tiime ? o

‘A. T think only 180 carts could'at any one time be mu-
ftered ; the number of ox-carts I really forget, but I believe
between 20 and 30.

20. Q. About how many days’ provifion for the troops, and
all other perfons fed from the King’s ftores, could that num-
ber of carriages convey ¢ ‘ s

A. There never was any trial made, but if T may pre-
fume to judge from the proportion brought forward, over
and above the daily confumption of the army, fhould fup-
pofe all thofe carriagés would not carry more than four days
provifion at moft. I"am fpeaking at random, as no trial was
made. e - ‘

21, Q. Did it not fometimés happen, from accidents of wea-
ther, and roads, and the tired ftate of the cattle, thatmnot
mgre than one day’s provifion ‘could be brought forward in

~aday? St -

Ay It did. . R

22. Q. How many hours did it take, one hour with another,
to draw a bateau from Fort George to Fort Edward ?

A. In general about fix. . -

23. &. Was not the unloading the carts at Foit Edward; an
embarking the contents in bateaux, unloading the bateaiix

at the upper falls of Fort Miller, and a fecond 'time unload!

ing them at the lower falls, dilatory as it was; a more expe-
divious method than- it would have been-to have carried the

provifions the whole way in carts ? - o

A. T do apprehend -if was not pofiible, in the ferble flate

J found the horfes furaifked by coritra®, to have brought

forward the daily confumption ‘of provifions for thay ariny

down to Fort Miller. T4 ‘flié motith of Auguft; in fhe

-

‘ ¢ lat-
ter end of that month, at which’' time I ‘wis appointed 2
gom_mﬁary general -of horfe, T made, on the firt of Sep-
- 15 A -‘A 4 .. R gcmber,

. e )
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‘témber, a ‘general mufter, and found 30 horfes unfervicea-
ble, from fatigue and hard labour. ' o
* - €y Was the tranfport of provifions at any time impededay.
by the bringing forward the artillery from Fort George

A, The artillery had a feparate “contra&t for horfes, with
which they brought forward their own ftores. I don’t recol-
le&k that any ‘part of the provifion-train was ever employed
in bringing forward artillery or artillery ftores.
© Q. Was it pofliblé, with the means we had, to colle& a 23,
month’s ftore of provifions fooner than it was colleted ?

A. T believe hot, without the utter ruin of the horfes fur-

nifhed by contraét for the purpofe of tranfporting ftores.
Q. Was you prefent in the aétion of the 1gth .of Septem- 26,

57

ber ? .

A, Twas. =~ ]

Q. Did the enemy difpute the ficld that day with obfti- 24,
nacy ? ' ’

.g. They did, and the fire was much heavier tlan ever I
faw it any where, unlefs at the affair of Fort Anne.

* Q. Do you know how long the repimems of the Britith 28,
line were under that fire } '

A. The three Britifh regiments (the 20th, 21ft, and 62d)
were engaged from three o’clock in the afternoon till feven in
the evening ; and whilft I was a.prifoner I heard the rebel
quarter-mafter general fay, they had nine different regiments
in the field, oppofed to the three Britifh I have named.

. Q. Do you know the lofs the three Britith regiments fuf- 29,
tained ?
" A. T can’t fay.

Q. Do you remember the firength of the 62d regiment 30,
when they came out of the adtion?

A. I can’t {peak to the particular ftrength of the regiment
when they came out ‘of aétion; but I heard that they were
not 100 rank and.file. : )

Q. How many officers were left in that regiment at the 31,
end of the altion ? T
~A. Ican’t anfwer that queftion. . .

Q. From the general ftate of the three Britith regimeqts, 32.
do you think that they would have been in_a proper condition
to have attacked the'enemy the next morning? ’

A. Certainly not; 'nor to go on any fervice whatever,

Q. About what time of the day did the enemy finally give 33,
way ? .
s A, They
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" A. They gave way very often; finally about feven in
the evening. L .

34 Q. Was it prafticable, at that time of the evening, and in
that kind of country, to have purfued ?

A. T fhould think not. . .

35- Q. Was you not often employed, between the day of that
adtion, and the ation of the 7th of O¢tober, to reconnoitre 2

A. T was.

36. Q. Was you able to obtain a view of the enemy’s pofi-
tion ? .

A. T obtained a view of the pofition of the right of the
rebel entrenchments. = )

37- Q. What was the nature of their pofition to the right,
with regard to entrenchments ? :

A, They were poficd on a hill that came very near the
river.  On the top of the hill was a ftrong breaft-work, at
the foot an abbatis, .

38. Q. Did it appear to you that that wing of the enemy was
attackable ?

A. Ttis 2 queftion that is fearcely in my line of fervice fo
anfiver ; but as there are no general officers, nor older officers
than myfelf, who ferved under General Burgoyne, 1 hope 1o’
military man will think me prefuming to give my opinion op
that fubject. Ido think that we could not have attacked.
the right wing of the rebel entrenchments without rifking the
lofs of the whole army, and with little probability of fuc-
cels, -

39 Q. Could you obtain a view of the left wing of the enemy?

A. I never faw the left wing of the enemy’s entrench-
ments till I was taken prifoner and conduéted through “their
works., :

40. Q. On the 7th of O&ober was you in a fituation to fee
the ¢énemy advancing to the attack of your left ? ..

A. Yes. o

41. Q. Did they advance under a well ferved fire of grape-fhot
© from our artillery » - . T , "

A. T'wasin a fituation that gave me an opportunity of
feeing the direions of the rebels’ columns ; and I was Very
much aftonithed to hear the fhot from the enemy fly fo
thick, after our cannonade had lafted 2 quarter of an hour,

42. Q. When the Britith grenadiers” were forced laft 'from
their poft, what eiifued ? .

. A. T did not fee the Britifh grenadiers forced back. 1 faw

_them on their march, as I appr hended, taking a different po-

te fiton ;
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fition ; at that time-feveral of them broke thelr ranks
on fome 2id du camps calling to them for fhame, to contiye
their rank, they marched away to their ftation in good «_
der. A battalion of Brunfwickers that were on the left of t}.
artillery quitted their ground as foon as the firing began, ;md_
to the beft of my recolleétion, I did not fec they left a man
behind them on the ground. I would add, that after fome
difficulty’ that battalion was brought to make a ftand in the
rear of the artillery, but in no order.

Q. Was not that battalion brought to that ftand by the ac- 43,
tlvxty and exhortation of Major General Reidefel 3

A. Idid not fce General Reidefel endeavour to flop thc
battallon but I faw an aid du camp of his and a brigade
major, with their drawn fwords, keeping them up. [ chd fee
General Reidefel immediately afterwards, on the right of the
artillery, with the battalion perfeétly formed, and in good
order,

Q. Do you 1magme that the giving way of the battalior 44.
you firft deferibed was the caufe that the artillery on that fpoi
was taken, and yourfelf and Major Williams being made pri-
foners ?

A. T believe it contributed, in fome meafure, towards the
lofs of the adtion on that day ; but before Sir Francgs Clarke
died of his wounds, he told me that he received his wound in_
bringing orders for the artillery and the whole of the detach-
ment to return to camp; and to the circumftance of Sir
Francis Clarke’s being wounded, I do attribute the lofs of
the artillery, if not the lofs of the whole army.

Q. Had you an opportumty, after you was prifoner, to fee 4.
the left of the enemy’s entrenchments ?

A. I had.

Q. Was the ground within cannon (hot of the left open 4¢
and-commanding it?

A. All the "round I faw was cleared and entrenched.

Q. Was there not ground within cannon fhot that would 4%
have commanded that entrenchment on the left ?

A. There was.

- Q. Had we gained pofleflion of that ground,. apd been 4t
able to ere& batteries of our heavieft guns, would not the
whole line of therenemy have been enfiladed ?

- . A.-The ground alluded to was entrenched, and commanded
_thc whole of the rebel camp and lines.  If the army had got
pofleffion of that ground, I do not helieve the rebels would
.have ftaid one hour in their camp. . - -

el 7 . D
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. 2. Did you ever hear, in converfation with the rebel of-
fers, that General Arnold, forefeeing that inconvenience,
1d marched out of his lines, and attacked, without orders
.rom General Gates-? ] ' .
A. T did hear that Géneral Arnold had marched out on the
9th of O&ober, without orders from General' Gates, - 1 did
alfo hear that he advifed the going out to meet Genéral Bur-
goyne on his march, and engaging him before he approached
their lines; and the reafon he gave was this: If General
Burgoyse thould ever come near enough their lines to be able
to make ufe of his artillery, that he would certainly poflef
himfelf of their camp ; -that their tioops in that cafe’ would
never ftand any where ; but if, on the other hand, the rebelé
thould be defeated in the woods, the trocps would, aftet
that, have confidence in their works, for which reafon Ar<
wold advifed rifking an a&tion in the woods before Gereral
Burgoyne came near enough to fee their works. :
Examined by other members of the Committee, and by - -
General Burgoyne occafionally.- -
o Q. Did not your fituation, as deputy quarter mafter go:
neral, lead you to mix very much with the different officer
of the army ? : o d
A. Te did. '
5. Q. Whatdo you apprehend tohave been the general opis
nion of the officers of General Burgoyne’s condu&, as well
in aftion as in the many trying occafions which have been
flated by you at the bar? o
A. They entertained a very high opinion of General Bur-
goyne’s condu&. - - ' S
;2. Q. Had General Burgoyne the full confidence of the army
under his command to the laft moment 3 T
A. He certainly had. .
. Q. What was the army’s opinion of the rebels after their
retreat from Ticonderoga ? C
A. The army in general did not think, afrer they had
ev}a;cuated Ticonderoga, that they weuld make a fand any
where. co
54 Q. What was the reafon given in your'army for the ex-
pedition to Benningtor ? e
A. I believe I cannot anfwer that queftion better ihan by
reading an abftralt- of the General’s ordérs the- day - 3fter
“that adtion, - « Augufl v, Duer Camp.
¢ It was endeavoured, among other objedts, by the expe-
. dition which marched ta the 1éft, toprovide fuch a fapply éf
. ¢ cattle

o
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¥ cattle as would have enabled <he army to proteed without
“ waiting the airival of tb~ magazires. That atdempt
¢ having failed of fuccefs, nrourrh the chanecs of wir, the
¢ troops muft neccffanlv aalt fome ddys for bringing forward
¢ the wranfports.”

Q. Why did the army remain from the £6th of Auguft to 55.
the 13th of Sercertiber, before they érofled: the Hudfon’s
Rlver to engage the rebels at Stillwater 2 -

A. To bripg forward a fufficient quantity of provxﬁons and
artillery, to enable the general wo give up his commuriica-
tion.

Q. What was the opinion of the arfy on their croﬂin 56.
the Huodfon’s River ?

A. They did think it was their indifpenfible duty to proceed
forward and fight the rebels, which we heard were then at
Stillwater.

Q. Did you ever forage to the right of General Frafer’s g7,
camp before the 7th of Auguft ?

A. We never foraged to the right of the camp at Free-
min’s Farm, at any one time ; on the 7th of O&ober; while
the troops were in the field, General Prifer ordered all the
batmen and drivers; belonamu to his brwade, to come and
forage in the rear of the troops‘

Q_ Do you know what was Geneml Frafer’s opinion on 58.
your foraging to the riglit ¢

A. T do know that General Frafe!’ nentioned to me, on
the. sth of O&ober, that there wasférage on the noht of
his camp ; butat that time the ground on which that fomgc
was. to be met with was in poﬂ’cﬂion of the rebels’ advanced

oft.
d Q. Do you thmk your army wodld have been loft, if ¢q,
even the expedition from New York haﬁ takeén placc a few
days fooner?

A. If the troops had arrived at New York foon enoucrh to
lidve ¢gabled Sir Hemy Clinton to have 'miade his expedmon
-up the North River-a week foonet; I do concelve that our
ariny would ndt have been loft.

Q. What was the opinion of the rébels on Sir lelxam 60
Howe s goipg to the fouthward ¥
-~ A. T was not ‘acquiinted enongh with the rebel leaders, to
bear their opinion on that queftion. F do-not think -that
the peafants of the country were judves of the proprxcf.y of

°$u‘3§/ﬂlmm Howe’ stﬁh&u&
Sy Q. Wihat

o 5. Vo Lo v
X

adl
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61.. Q. What wa the opinita of the officers of General. Bur.

goyne’s army, after it was lof, relative to the croffing Hud-
fon’s River} o L

;. A. They did n.ink that the alte-native of retreating with
their armiy to Canada, or proceeding -o Stillwater, ungder. the

.. neceflity of giving up his communicatiag to be an uafoytu-
"-< mate fituation ; but [ never heard any affcers fay that th?(

b3,

thought General Bargoyne had done wrong; many faid,
that-if they had retreated without rifking an a&ion, at. the
time Sir Henry Clinton was coming up the North River,
the army would néver have forgiven him, nor would he ever
have forgiven himielf. -

Q. Was you at New York after the lofs of General
‘Burgoyne’s army ? :

A. Yes. i

6. Q. What was the opinion or the language of the military
> at that place, relative to Sir William Howe’s expedition to

64

65.4 Q. You have faid that the army thoug
fible duty to pafs over Hudfon’s River—Why did they think

~
s
~

Penfylvania ? ) o
A. Whatever opinion was formed of Sir William Howe's
expedition to Penfylvania, or .is formed previpus to this en-
quiry, fuch an opinion muft have been ill-founded, as Sir
William Howe’s reafons were not known, nor his infiruétions
communicated to the public. o
. Q. From your laft an{wer, is the Committee to underfland
that the opinions that were formed refpeéting Sir Wiltiam
Howe's expedition-.to ‘Philadelphia, before this enquiry,
were not in favour of-that expedition ? "
Quettion objected to. :

[ Wthidrews,
_ Again called in.

ht it their indifpen-
that that meafure was particalarly their indifpenfible duty 2

A. If the Hudfon’s River had not been there, the army
.would have thought it their indifpenfible duty to haye gone
and rifked an ation before.they returned to Canada, 1f 1 re-
-colle right, I faid, that if the army, had returned to Canada,
without fighting, that the army would never have forgiven
the geperal, nor the general have forgiven himfelf,

66. Q. Do youknow the nature of the couniry, between the

67.

. place where we pafied the Hudion’s River and Albany, on the
-¢aft fide of the.river 3 C IR
» Ao Yes, I'do, .o o : -
Q. Could the armiy have taken that -route, in order to
= pafs'the river oppofite or near to Albany? = '
A."The army could not have taken that route, as part of
the
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the way. wasa.{wamp; and on the right of the reél entrench-
ments-was a mountain very rugged, and not affable nearer
than two miles from the river. LA
1 Q. Was it-not a ntceffary‘_con(equcnce thes that the Boats 68,
muft bave been -gbandoned, if the army nad taken that
route ? S .
. - A. T think.I"have faid the army could pt take that route ;
ifi the army had marched on tbe eaft of he Hudfon’s River,
they could not have marched near enoigh to have covered
theie-provifion bateaux from the rebel orce, on the weft fide
of theriver? |~ o I

Q. Did the armyunder General Jurgoyne, on their ap- 6q,
proach to Albany, expet a co.ope/ation of the army under
Sir William Howe, upon the Norm River ? :

A. They did; and this is theorder of General Burgoyne,
given October the zd at Freeman’s Farm ¢ Ll
. ..% Thereis reafon to be aflured, that other powerful armies
¢ arc a&tually in co-operation with thefe troops; and al-
¢ though the prefent fupply of provifion is ample, .it is
¢ highly defirable, to prepare for any continuance in the field
¢ that the King’s fervice may require, without the delay of
<¢ bringing forward further ftoree ior thofe purpofes ; the ra-
4% tion of bread or flonr is, for the prefent, fixed at one

4¢ pound.” : . oo ‘

Q. Areyou acquainted with. the North River, from New 70,
York to Albany ? o Cen s

A. [ am not. “

Q. How many days march from Fort Edward to Albany, 71,
if no interruption from an enemy ?

A, 1 cannot anfwer that queftion, unlefs I am to fuppofe
that a bridge was ready formed for the troops to pafs over,
on fome part of Hudfon’s River, between Batten Kill and
Fort Edward, or that there were veflels ready to tranfport
the troops over Hudfon’s River.
. -Q, Is the diftance fo great between Fort Edward and Al- 72.
Fahy, that the army eould not carry provifions wjth them
to fupport them during the march ¢ ' ' .
.. A. Certainly Albany is not at fo great a diftance from Fort
"Edward, but that a corps of troops might certainly carry
provifions fufficient for the march to Albany, oo

Q. Was it not underftood, that ‘if you had arrived at Al- 73,
‘bany, that the army would find plenty of provifions there 2.

A. It was generally believed, and I believe it myfelf
firmly, that if the army had got to Albany, we fhouald have;

found ~
TR

63
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found a nuber of loyal fuhjeéts, that would have joined and
done cvery Ung in their power 1o have cftablifhed the army
at that place. v

21, Q. Mutt ue e army, to march from Fort Edward to
Albany, have ceetfarily carried a number of boats to foim
a blldQL to Pl(‘&[hc rver ? L .

A. "T'here wasio paffing the river well without a bridge of
beats, and there wee not {couls cnough on that river, to make
a bridge. - .

75- Q. Would not tle neceffory delay, anfing from carrying
forward thoie boats, nd throwing a bridge, fit to pafs an
army, have confumed nave time than it was potiible for tl_ual:
.-lrm'y to fubfift with fucy provifion as they could carry with
them 7

A. I fhould think it woald. .

76. Q. You will give the Committee what information you
can, refpeéting @ road from Yort fdward to Albany on the
left fide of the river,

A. 1 have anfiered that fully.

Q. Whetlier by taking a pretty larze circuit, the army
would have reached Albany, and avoided the {fwamps you
mentioncd ¢

A, Ceriaisly not on the caft a0 af the river, becaufe the
encmy being on the oppofite thore, wouwld rerainly have_op‘-
pofed General Burgoync’s ariny croi_ﬁng the Fadfon’s River
at Albany, the river being three times the widih it is at
Sarav;a. [ bdreo.

Adariis ¥° die Fuult, 1779,
Mr. F. Monragu in the Chair,

Eary or HanrincTon called in and examined by Ge-
neral Burgovne,
1. Q. I~ what capacity did vour Lordfhip ferve in America
10 the campaign 1777 ¢
A. T was captain in the 2gth regiment of fost, and wert
on the expedition with General Burgoyne, with the command
of the grenadicr company ; I was afterwards appointed fu-
pernumerary aid du camp to the general,
2. Q, While a&ting as captain of the grenadier company,
was you at the aticn of Huberton #
A. T was,
3. Q. Wit was the behaviour of the enemy on that day ?

2

3 A, They
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A. They behaved in the beginning of the altion; with a
great deal of fpirit; but on the Britith troops rufhing on
them with their bayonets, they gave way in great confufion.

Q. From the nature of the country, was it praéticable to 4,
purfue the enemy further than they were purfued on that oce
cafion ?

A, Certainly not.—1 think we ran fome rifque even in
purfuing them fo far,

Q. At what time of the campaign was it that General ¢,
Burgoyne requefted your Lordihip to a& ashis aid du camp ?

A. [ think about the 12th of July.

. Was you prefent a few days after that time, at a coun- g,
cil held with the Indians of the remote nations, then juft
irrived, under the conduét of Major Campbell and Mr. St,

uc? -

A, Yes.

. Was you prefent at a former council of the Indianss,
held at Lake Champlain ?

A. Yes.

Q. What was the tenor of General Burgoyne's fpeeches g,
and injunétions at both thofe councils refpe&ing the reftraint
ef barbarities 3

A. He abfolutely forbid their fealping, except their dead
prifoners, which they infifted on doing, and he held out re-
wards to them for bringing in prifoners, and enjoined them
to treat them weil.

Q. Do you remember being with General Burgoyne, foong.
after the laft council, upon a vifit to an out-poft near Fort
Anne?

A. I perfe&tly recolle&t it.

Q. Had General Burgoyne a confiderable efcort of Indi- 10,
ans with him ? '

A. He had.

Q. Did part of that efcort, on a fcout from that poft, fall r1.
in with and take a part of the enemy, who were laid in am-
bufh for the purpofe of Killing or taking the general, and
thofe who were with him ?

A. They did.

Q. What were the fentiments of the captain taken on12.
that occafion refpe&ing his treatment from the Indians ?

A. He faid he was treated with much humanity, and I
perfefily remember that prifoners brought in on many other
occafions by the Indians, declared that they had been uled
with the fame degree of humanity.

“F Q. Does

65
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13. Q. Does vour Lordfhip remember General Burgoyne’s re-
ceiving at Fort Anne, the news of the murder of Mifs
M*Rea? ’

A. 1 do. o . _

14. Q. Did General Burgoyne repair immediately to the In.
dian camp, and call them to counal, atlifted by Drigadier
General Frafer ?

. A. Hedid. ‘

15, Q. What pafled at that courcil ? o

A. General Burgoyne threatened the culprit with death,
infifted that ke fhould be delivered vp 5 and there were many
centlemen of the army, and T own 1 was of the number,
who feared that he would put that thicat in execution.
Motives of policy, 1 helieve alone, prevented him from it;
and if he had not pardoned the man, which he did, I believe
the total defeftion of the Indians would have enfucd, and
the confequences, on their return through Canada, might
have been dreadful 3 pot to fpeak of the weight they would
have thrown into the oppofite feale, had they gone over to
the cnemy, which 1 rather imagine would have been the
cafe.

16. Q. Do you remember General Rurgoyne’s reftraining the
Indian partics from going cut ~withous a Rritifh officer or
proper condudlor, who wure to Le relponiible for their be-
havionr :

A, Tdo,

17, Q. Do youremember Mo S, Tonc’s reporting difcontents

) gl the Indians, toon afier our arrival at Fort Ed

18, Q. How long was that after enforcing the refiraints above

menuoned

Al exaftly fay; I fhould imagine about three
weeks or a meath,

9. . Q. DDow” vour Lordfhip recolle@ General Burgoyne’s tel-
ting Mr. St Luc, that he had rather lofe every Indian,
tl’fn conmve ot thelr enormitics, or ufing language to that
el s

A. I do.
20, - Q. Dres your Lordfhip remember what paffed in council
with the Indians it Fort Edward ?

A, To the beftof my rzcolle@ion, much the fame exhor-

tation to <& with humanity, and much the {ame rewards
were offered for faving their prifoners,

Q. De
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" Q. Do you recolleét the circumftance of the Indians de- 2r,
firing to return home at that time ?

A. T do, perfe&tly well.

, Q. Do you remember that many quitted the army without 22,
eave ?

_ A, Ide, immediately after the council, and the next morn-
ing.

b(L. Was it not the general opinion that the defeftion23.
of the Indians, then and afterwards, was caufed by the re-
ftraint upon their cruelties and habits of plunder ?

o Al Tt was,

Q. Had you reafon to believe that the expedition to Ben- 24,
nington was much defired by General Reidefel, and that it
was his wifh to have it conduted by Lieutenant Colonel
Bdume ?

A, It was always imagined in the army, that it was his
wifh, and that Colonel Baume was appointed to the com-
mand of .it in compliment to him.

Q. Did you know the corps of Britith, comminded by 23,
Captain Frafer, which made part of that expedition ?

A, They were volunteers from the Biitith regiments, and
alfo ftood very high in the opinion of the army, from their
gallant behaviour on all occafions.

Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne’s vifiting the 26,
detachment after it was affembled, and conferring with Co-
lonel Baume ?

~, A, Ido.
* Q. Did Colonel Baume appear fatisfied with the-ftrength 25,
of his corps?

A. I converfed with Colonel Baume, and with feveral
officers under his command, and they appeared perfeétly fa-
tisfied, at leaft I heard no complaint from them ; the only
anxicty they exprefled was, left the deftination of that corps
fhould become known to the enemy.

Q. Docs your Lordfhip remember General Burgoyne’s re- 28,
ceiving, in the night, a letter from Lieutenant Colonel
Baume, expreffing he found the enemy 1in greater force than
he expefted ?

A. T do.
Q. Do you remember Sir Francis Clarke, General Bur- 24,
goyne’s aid du camp, being fent with orders to Colonel

Breyman to march immediately to fupport him 2

. A, Ldo, Fa Q. Did
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Q. Did you communicate the fame order to Generd}
Reidefel at the fame time ?

a. Idid, _
31. Q. Was Colonel Breyman’s the nedreft corps for the pur-
pofe of that fupport ?

0.

A, Tt was, ]
22, Q. Did Brigadier General Frafer at all times treat your
2" Lordihip with great confidence ? .

‘A. 1 was often with General Frafer, and he frequently
talked without referve upon matters which he was not par-
ticularly bound to conceal. There were certain matters of
intelligence which it would have been improper for him to
mention to any body. In this cafe T cannot boaft fo much
of his confidence, as to fuppofe that he would have opened
his mind to me on matters which he would have concealed
from the reft of his friends.

2a. Q. Have you not frequently been prefent when General

> Burgoyne and General Frafer difcuffed the obje&t of the
campaign, and converfed frecly on the circumftances of the
timme ?

A. T have.

., @, Did your Lordfhip ever, in prefence or abfence of
2% General Burgoyne, hear General Frafer exprefs a difappro-
bation of paffing the Hudfon’s River ?

A. T never did.

2=, Q. Do you know or believe that the idea of forcing our
" wav to Albany was prevalent throughout the army ?

A. Inevery converfation I had with different efficers of
the army, 1 never remember once to have heard it doubted,
but that we were to force our way. .

5. Q. Did the army pafs the Hudfon’s River with alacrity ?

” A. Itis impofiible for any army to have been in higher

{pirits than they were at that time, or more defirous of com-

ing to an cngagement with the enemy.

7. Q. Do you not conceive, that to have remained pofted

behind the Hudlon’s River, at the time the army pafled it

“and advanced, would have caft a damp on the fpirits of that
army and a refleftion on their General ?

A, From the eagernefs of the army to advance, and the
great uneafinefs that was difcernible through it on every de-
lay, I apprehended that it could not have been otherwife;
and I think that General Burgoyne's chara&er would not
have fiood very high either with the army, this country, o
the enemy, had he halted at Fort Edward.

: Q. De
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Q. Do you recolleét the march up to the enemy an the 38.

19th of September 2

A.1do,

Q. Will you pleafe to defcribe it 2

A, The army marched in three divifions; the German
line flanking, the artillery and baggage purfued the courfe
of the river through the meadows, and formed the left hand
divifion; the Britith line marched parallel to it at fome di-
ftance through the woods, and formed the center divifion
General Frafer’s corps, with the grenadiers and light in-
fantry of the Germans, were obliged to make a large detour
through the woods, and formed the right hand divifion or
column, Beyond this, on the right, there were, as I under-
ftand, flanking parties of light infantry and Provincials?

39-

Q. Was the country, over which the army paffed, in- 40.

terfe&ed with a deep ravine ?
A. Tt was one of the deepeft I ever faw,

Q. Which column was firft attacked ? 41,

A. The advanced party, confifting of the picquets of
the centre column, being fent forwards, under the com-
mand of Major Forbes, to explore the way by which that
column was to pafs, fell in with a confiderable body of the
tebels, pofted in a houfe and behind fences, which they at-
tacked, and after a great deal of fire, the detachment nearly
drove in the body of rebels; but on finding that the woods
quite round them were filled with the enemy, they were
obliged to retire to the main body.

Q. Was the march fo performed that when General Bur- 42.

goyne formed the line of the Britifh infantry, General
Frafer’s corps were ready upon their right to fupport them ?
- A. General Frafer, on hearing the fire of Major Forbes’s
party, detached two companies to fopport them, which
came up juft after that engagement was over; and on their
appearance the enemy finding that our troops were in
frength, quitted the poft they had before occupied, and,
immediately after this, the whole line was formed with the
utmoft regularity. I would explain, that when I fpeak of
the line, I do not include the left hand column which was
compofed of Germans, and which did not come into the line
or into a&ion till late in the day.

Q. How long did the aétion laft ?

A. From three o'clock, I think, till very near eight.

Q. How long were the 20th, 211t, and 02d regiments en- 44,

gaged ? : _
gagec: F3 A, During

43

9
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A. During the greateft part of that time. -

45 Q. Was the ation well difputed by the enemy ?

A. Tt was, very obftinately.

Q. Was your Lordfhip near the perfon of General Bur-

4 ‘goyne during that altion, except when you were cmplqyed
to carry orders ?

A. Yes. .

47. Q. Were not different attempts made by tbc General’s -
orders to charge the enemy with bayonets, and did not thofe
attempts fail by the heavinefs of the enemy’s firc and thick-
nels of the woods? '

A. There were many attempts made for that purpofe, and
they all failed except the laft, when the Britifh troops finally
drove them out of the ficld.

48. Q. When part of the German troops did get into afion
that day under General Reidefel, how did they behave ?

A. T heard their behaviour fpoke of in the higheft terms ;
they marched up to the enemy with great coolneis and fteadi-
nefs, and gave them, as I was teld, three vollies by word of
command from their officers. .

49. Q. Can your Lordfhip {peak to the lofs fuftained by the
three Britifh regiments, the 62d in particular ?

A, The lofs was very confiderable ; but I don’t recolle&
_the numbers,

50. Q. Were thofe three Britifh regiments in a condition to
have attacked the enemy the next morning ?

A. Their numbers were fo reduced, that I apprehend they
were not.

51, Q. From the lofs of killed and wounded, particularly of
officers, would it have been defirable to have brought thofg
three regiments into ation for the next ten days? o

A, Inlefs than ten days the ftate of thofe regiments cer-
tainly would not have been myuch mended ; I therefore appre-
hend, that if they were not in a condition to be brought inta
ation the next morning, their inability would have fill con-
tinued for thofe ten days. ‘

52.  Q, Had the army made a movement to gain the left of the
enemy’s entrenchments before the redoubts were confiroéted
that commanded the plain near the river, would not all the
bateaux, ﬁorqs, and hofpitals have been expofed to attack ¢

A. Tt certainly would have been fo.

Q. Do you recolle& the fearcity of f. -
33 fide of theyriver. arcity of forage on the weft

A, Ido perfedly, :
Q. Would
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Q. Would not the bridge of boats, conftrufted for the
purpofe of foraging to the eaft-fide, have alfo been expofed
before the redoubts, above mentioned, were raifed ?

A, They certainly would, had it not been for thofe re-
doubts and a work called the Téte du pont, which was raifed
for the proteétion of the bridge.

Q. Do you recoilet how Jong it took to raife thofe re-
doubts, to throw the bridge, and raife the 7ite du ponr 2

A, If T recolleé right, the bridge itfelf was finifhed in
.one night; the making and compleating the other works
‘took fome days.

Q. Does your Lordfhip remember General Burgoyne
mentioning to you in confidence, the receipt of a letrer from
Sir Henry Clinton, and his hourly expeation of his at-
tacking the highlands, and his opinion that his fuccefs there
muft diflodge the enemy, without attacking their entrench-
ments ? ,

A. 1 perféély recolle@ the General’s mentioning all this
tome. . ) . .

. Was you near General Burgoyne in the altion of the
7th o® Ottober ? ‘

A, Twas, .

Q.. Do you recolle& what orders you carried ?

A.Ido.. -

»Q, What were they ? :

A. The firft orders I recolleft to have carried, were to
poft fifty men under the command of 2 captain of the 20th
regiment, to the left of the detachment "of the army, in
.order, in fome meafure, to join them to the advanced works
of General Frafer’s camp, and, in cafe of any accident, to
proteét the detachment, fhould they find it neceffary, to re<
tire thither.

- The next orders I carried were to Major General Phillips,
at the end of the aftion, acquainting him, that as that de-
tachment feemed much difordered ‘trom the enemy having
turned both their flanks, that it was neceffary to draw it as
foon as poffible back to the camp, which feemed menaced
with an attack ; the care of this General Burgoyne com-
mitted to General Phillips, while he him{elf returncd to the
camp, in order to take proper meafures for its defence. On
our return thither the works of the camp were a&tually at-
tacked as General Burgoyne had forfeen, and I wes then
employed to colle€ what troops I fhould meet, ‘and to order

them to thofe parts where they were moft wanted. Scon
¥a after
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after this, the enemy having got round the right of our
camp, we expeéted an attack upon our rear, and [ then was
difpatched with orders from General Burgoyne to Brigadier
General Hamilton, for all the works in the rear of the camp,
which had been previoufly confiruéted, to be manned by fuch
foldiers as he could fpare from the defence of the froqt,

Q. Does your Lordthip know what orders Su'_ Francis
Clarke was charged with, at the time he received his
wound ?

A, T met Sir Francis Clarke as T was fearching for Ge.
neral Phillips, and acquainted him with my orders, telling
him at the fame time, that as the thicknefs of the wood
might prevent my finding General Phillips dire&tly, I wifh-
ed he would affift me, in order that no time might be loft in
delivering thofe orders ; that was the laft time I faw Sir
Francis Clarke, and I believe that foon afterwards he re-
ceived the wound of which he died ?

Q. Was it dark before General Burgoyne had a certainty

enemy ?

A. It was fo dark that the officer, who I believ? firft
brought the intelligence of it, feeing a number of men
round the fires of that camp, took them for Germans, and
was not convinced of his error till he was fired upon b
them, as they proved to be a part of the enemy wha had
forced the works. ' D

Q. Did General Burgoyne ufe any efforts to rally the,
Germans who were retuining from the altion, and to per-
fuade them to recover Colonel Breyman’s poft ? ‘

A, He certainly did his utmoft endeavours for that pur-
pofe, which however were incffie@tual from the darknefs of
the night, and the entire confufion in which they were,

Q. Were any other troops at hand that could have been
fpared for that purpofe ? %
A, There certainly were not :

A, ] ) not 3 every regiment was oc-
cupied in defence of its own lines which were not certainly
overmanned. )

Q. In the heat of the a&tion do you recolle€t feeing Ge-
neral Relc}efel about the time that the Germans, on the left
of the IBmiﬂl artillery, were giving way ?

A, Tdo,

Q.  Was not General Reidefe] exerting himfelf to reftore

* order in his troops ?

A. General Reidefel appeared to me to have behaved, on
. that
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that occafion, in every way as became a brave and intellizent
officer,
Q. Was the retreat of the army in the night of the 7¢h 66.

made in good order, and a new pofition taken by the time it
was day-light ?

A. It certainly was. .

Q. Was the army under arms the whole day of the 8th,
and in continual expeation of a&ion ?

A. They were, and indeed were cannonaded during the
greateft part of that day, and the advanced corps im par-
ticular, who were pofted on a hill, were under almoft a con-
tinual fire from the riflemen of the enemy.

Q. Do you recolleét the circumftance of General Frafer's 68,
funeral on the afternoon of that day ?

A, T do, perfeftly well; the redoubt in which he was
buried was very heavily cannonaded during the ceremony,
and even previous to this they fired at thole who attended
the corpfe on its way thither, which T fuppofe was accidental,
and proceeded from the enemy’s feeing a number of people
together.

Q. Who were the chief perfons who attended that fune- 6g,
ral ?

A. All the generals of the army, their aid du camps, and
I believe all thofe who were not attached to any particular
poft, which at that time were very few.

Q. Was the retreat of the army on the night of the 8th, 70.
and on the day and part of the night of the gth, made in
good order ?

A. Tt was made in perfe& good order.

Q. What was the weather on the day of the gth? 71,

A. Exceeding wet.

Q. What was the ftate of the troops, in point of fatigue, 72.
when they arrived at Saratoga ?

A. They certainly muft have been much fatigued, from
the length of time they had been under arms, and more par-
ticularly fo from the badnefs of the roads occafioned by the
rains. :

Q. When it was day-light the next morning, did you fee 73.
any part of the enemy upon the plain at Saratoga, on the
ground where our artillery was afterwards. pofted 2
- A, Idon’t recolleét.

Q. Does your Lordfhip recolle&t feeing a corps of the vy,
epemy on the other fide the Hudfon’s River oppofite to Sara-
toga ?

67,

A, Perfeitly

3
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A, Perfe@ly well; and they feemed in force.~ .

Q. Do you remember the circomftance of a battery opei,
ing from that corps ? L

A. I do perfe@tly well. The general, General Phillips,-
and feveral other gentlemen'were at dinner. We were all,
obliged to remove, from finding ourfelves in the range of
that battery. .

Q. We being in the range of that battery, mu{_t it not.
neceffarily have commanged the ford on the Hudion’s Ri-
ver 2’

A. Tt certainly did command that ford. ‘

Q. Do you recolleét Licut. Cul, Sutherldnd being. feats
with a detachment of regulars and provincials from Sara-
toga, to cover.a party of workmen employed to repaif
bridges, and.render the road praéticable ?

A. Y perfeétly recolledt it. v

Q.. Do you recolleét for what reafon Colonel Sutherland
and the regulars were vecalled ? .

A. T underftood it was on the apprehenfion of an a&ion,

Q. Does your Lordfhip recoileét different fcouts bringing
reports of the enemy’s. being in poficflion of the country
between Saratoga and Fort Edward, on both fides of the
river ? :

A. 1 do.

Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne’s mentioning,
in confidence to you, different ideas of forcing the ford over
Hudfon’s River ; of cutting away by the enemy’s right, and
attempting a rapid march to Albany ; or by 2 night march
1o gain the fords above Fort Edward ?

A. T do perfeéily remember that he mentioned to me alt
thofe ideas. .

Q. Did you ever hear of an offer made by General
Phiilips to make his way to Ticonderoga with a body of
troops ? .

A. No. - T

Q. In the intimacy in which you lived with Major Ge-
neral Phillips, myfelf, and the officers in General Phillips’s
family, do you not think you fhould have heard of fuch an
offer had it been made ¢ "

Al a_pprehend that I fhould have heard of it. N
. Q. Did your Lordfhip hear of General Phillips offering
to attempt an efcape through the woods, with one or two

guides, for the purpofe of putting himielf at the head of

’ oot
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the troops at Ticonderoga, for the future defence of that
place ? . . ‘

A, T heard it mentioned fince I came to England, in fome
common converfation ; but I never heard it hinted at while I
was in America. | ‘ e

Q. The day before- the councils of the generals and field gy,
officers was called, can your Lordfhip {peak of the, ftate. of
things in geperal at Saratoga ? ) (B

A. The ftate of our army was certainly as bad as poffible.
Their numbers wese few, their provifions fhort, and their
pofition not a good one, - owing to the nature of the country,
which role to the diftance of fome miles, one hiil overtopping
that which was next to it. )

Q. Do you know any officer of that army who, in that 83.
fituation, thought we had’a right to more than honourable
terms ?

A. Our fituation, in the apprehenfion of every one there
with whom I converied, did not entitle us to more, .

Q. Did the army in general look on the terms obtained, §6.
namely, the power of ferving their country in other places,
to be advantageous as well as honourable, and more than
they had a right to expeét ? :

A, T believe they certainly did; and that few perfons
in the army expedted fo good terms as thofe which were
granted. .

Examined by other Members of the Committee, and by General
. Burgoyne aceaftonally. o

Q. Did the Indians leave the army il after the battle of gy,
Bennington ? i . )

A. Great numbers did, and at many different times,

Q. Were not fome Indians on the expedition to Ben- g3,
nington ?

A. Therewere. ‘

" Q. Was the expedition originally fent out to Bennington ? 8¢,

A. My fituation in the army not entitling me to be in
the council of war, and not being employed on that expe-
dition, I was of courfe not entrufted with the orders that
were given to Col. Daume. o )

Q. Have you reafon to fuppofe that General Reidefel or go.
Colonel Baume had a paiticular knowledge of that part of
the country, fo as to make jt particularly proper to give
Colonel Baume the command of that expedition.

A. §believe there was no officer in that army of fuﬁicien]:

, ran

3
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rank to have eommanded fuch an expedition, who ever had
been in that particular part of the country.

91. Q. The intention of the expedition being, as appears by
the papers on the table, to found the difpoﬁtlon of the peo-

ple of that country, was that part of the country peopled-

with Germans, as many other parts of the country are ?

A. I can’t exallly fpeak to the defcription of the people
of that country, as I was never there myfelf; but there
were employed on that expedition numbers of provincials,
many of whom were of that very country ; and I apprehend
that the common foldiers of a regular army are not the im-
mediate people who are expeéted to found the minds of any
country to which they are fent.

92. Q. As your Lordfhip mentioned the alacrity with which
the army pafled the Hudfon’s River, did the army in gene-
7al think themfelves at that time inadequate to the purpofe of
forcing their way to Albany ?

A. The cpinions of an army, who cannot be acquainted
with the intelligence that has been received, are often errone-
ous. The army was in high fpirits, and did not, I believe,
doubt of reaching Albany.

93+ Q. Did the General then doubt of reaching Albany ?

A. Ireally don’t know.

94. Q. Were the rebels’ entrenchments completed en the 1gth
of September ?

A. T never faw the entrenchments at all.

95- Q. How was our army employed between the rgth of
September and the 7th of Oober ?

A. The army itfelf was employed in frengthening its
pofition,

96. Q. Did it take the army eighteen days to ftrengthen its
pofition before it made any movement ?

A. I can’t exaltly fay.” They were working all the time,

97- Q. What works were executed in that time 3

A. There were numbers of redoubts erefted ; the téte-
du-pont ; lines before the camp ; outworks to the lines, in
which guards and picquets were placed ; and batteries.

98 Q How many redoubts were ereted :

A. T think in all there muft have been five or fix.

99. Q_ Was the erefting thofe works full employment for
eighteen days ?

A. T am not an engineer, or I certainly fhould endeavour
to anfwer that quetion, ‘

L]
Q. Were
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Q. Were all thofe works neceflary, in your opinion, for 100,
an am’lly that meant to march forward and attack the enemy ?

A. They were neceffary in our particular fituation, being
within half a mile of the enemy to whom we were oppofed,
and being inferior in numbers,

Q. Does your Lordfhip know whether the enemy thought 101,
it neceffary to fortify themfelves with redoubts?

A, I don’t know what the fpecies of their fortification was,
but I have been always told that great labour had been em-
ployed on their works; and what fmall part I faw of them
convinced me of it.

Q. Had you not information from deferters or friends 102.
what the enemy was doing ?

A. My fituation in that army did not entitle me to re-
ceive that.intelligence. When any perfon came to me to in-
form me that he had been employed in gaining fuch intelli-
gence, my duty was to bring him to the general.

Q. Was it not a matter of notoriety in the army, that the 103,
enemy received reinforcement between the 1gth of September
and the 7th of October?

A. The manner of receiving intelligence in an army feldom
tranfpires ; the army might guefs, but I believe they knew
nothing. :

Q. Was it uot underftood that the rebels had fuffered a 104,
much greater Iofs than the king’s troops on the 1gth of Sep-
tember ?

A. It was,

Q. Was not the whole, or nearly the whole, of the rebel 105.
army engaged ?

A. 1 don’t know ; I apprehend the whole was not engaged.

Q. Was our army in general, in your apprehenfion, in as 106,
good a condition on the 20th of September as the rebel army,
who had fuffered much more ?

A, The rebel army was fo numerous that their lofs was
not equally felt with ours,

Q. What number had you reafon to fuppofe the rebel ar-1o7.
my confifted of on the 1gth of September?

A. T always underftood they were very numerous. I never
heard their numbers exatly.

Q. Was not the fcarcity of forage forefeen by every body? 108.

A. Thofe with whom I converfed did not forefee it to the
extent in which we experienced it. :

Q. Was it prudent, in your Lordfhip’s opinion, to hring, 109,
or attempt to bring, upwards of fourteen hundred horfes to
attend the army, in & country fo deflitute of forage?

A. I never

7
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A. T never heard that the horfes in our army were thought
top numerous. .On all occafions a fearcity of them was com.
plained of. o : o

110. Q. Do you know how many horfes were allowed for the
.to baggage ofy each regiment?
A. [ don’t know.- - o
111. - Q. Docs your Lordfhip know how many horfes were em-
_ployed about the train of artillery? . ‘
A. T don’t recolle& ; but the returns are on the table.
112. Q. Was the heavy artillery brought back from Stillwater,
an the rotreat of the army to Saratoga?

A. We had loft fome fmall part of it, and the reft was
brought to Saratoga. - o
113. Qo Pid the bringing back of that artillery delay that retreat

-ot not ! _ .
A. An army with cannon certaiuly cannot march fo ra-
-1 - pidly as one without cannon; but cannon always crcates a
delay which armies have been content fo' put up with.
114. Q. Was it neceffary, in your opinion, in the fituation in
-which the army retreated, to make their retreat as expeditious
as poflible?
A. The army appeared to me that it did nfake its retreat
as expeditious as pofhble.
115. Q. Would the leaving of heavy artillery behind, in your
opinion have made a difference of four miles in the march?
A. I can’t conceive that it would. The enemy were in
fdree behind us ; not having numbers to contend with them,
it would have been a very defperate circumftance to have aban-
doned our cannon, in cafe of an attack. 1
.116. Q. Were the heavy artillery, in effect, of any ufe in that
retreat !
A. T don’t recollect as it happened; that they were of any
- other ufe than that of their not being turned againft us.
117. Q. Might not thofe cannon have been fpiked, and their
Ir‘gnPnions have been knocked off, to have rendered them ufe-
efs ? : .
" A.'I underfland that the fpikes in cahnon are eafily re-
moved, and that it is not an ealy matter, [ believe almoft an
. impofhbility, with'any tools that are carried in an army, to
knock off the trunnions of brafs cannon.
118. Q. Might not the retreat have been zccelerated by leaving
behind a great part of the baggage?

A. T don’t think it would. 1 do not remember that we
were flopt on account of any particular impedimeat.

' : Q. Does
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- Q. Does your Lordthip know at what time intelligence 119.
was received in General Burgoyne’s army of the. failure of

" "Coloriel St. Leger’s expedition ¥

~ " A, T'think it muft have béenin'the month of Auguft.”

Q. Was'rlot that before the paffing of Hudfon’s river ? 120,

A. T'dofi’t récollect the exaltdite of receiving that intel-
ligence. L -

" Q. Was it in the month of Auguft? 121,
* A I carmnot tell. T heard’ of it fome time after by acci-
dent. e : R

Q. Was there any heavy artillery with the army, properly 122,
fo called? ) : : )

A. There wa: none of the heavy fort; we had medium
twelve-pounders, and two twenty-four pounders, which we
took, from the enemy at Quebec, which were very much
lighter than thofe twelve-pounders.

Q. From the flate of the fatigue of the troops, when they 123,
arrived at Saratoga, do you zpprehend they could have con- By General
“tinued their march though there had been no artillery ? Burgoyne.

A. The army was certainiy,yery much fatigued. . I believe
they could have got but very little further. They certainly
were not in a ftate for a lonz nach,

Q. If thebattle expefied »t Saratoga had been on the plain, 124«
‘would not the heavieft artilier; we had have been one of our g" Generat
. 4 T urgoyne,
beft depcndéncies ?

A. Tt certainly would; it would have given us a manifeft
fuperiority in that particular. ) '

Q. If the army had not been provided with the number of 125.
horfes they had, by what means would their provifions or g" Generat
"bateaux have been tranfported in places where the river was &7
not navigable ?

A. The tranfportation of the bateaux and provifions could
‘not certainly have been carried on. . 26
* Q. Were there not fuch places on the Hudfon’s River be- }32 py

y General
tween Fort Edward and Albany ? Burgoyne,

A. There were. L :

Q. Is it not at any rate a principal objet with every ar- 127,
my, and of a'retreating one n particular, to preferve their By other
artillery if it be pofible, even at the expence of fome labour Members.
and delay; and for the ufe they might be of to them after-
wards, as well as on.the retreat ? o )

A. T apprehend the cannon are feldom abandoned, but
through abfolute neceffity. o

Q._Whether in general you can inform the committee, 128,
whether the army had a confidence in the general?

C A; They
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. A. They certainly had a confidence in the general, and 1
do not believe that they have altered their opinion. .

Q. Did the army then in general, and the officers in par- -
ticular, entertain a favourable opinion of the general’s con. -
dud, capacity, and attachment to them_m the various fcenes
in which he was engaged, and more particularly on very try-
ing occafions ? .

A. T don’t recolle& that any officer, with whom I have
had converfation, has ever exprefled himfelf in different terms,
and [ believe there never was an army more defervedly pleafed
with the conduct of their general.

Q. Whether the army exprefled any diffatisfaction at the ge-
neral’s return home ; that is, whether they thought he came
with any purpofes not friendly to them, or looked on them-
felves as deferted by him?

A. T was not with the army when General Burgoyne
came away ; but I have converfed with man% officers who
have come from it, and they exprefs no diffatisfation on
that head, much lefs looked on or confidered General Bur-
goyne’s intentions as inimical to them.

Q. What was the flate of the American artillery, and
how was it ferved?

A. Except on a few occafions, I do not remember their
having made mnch ufe of their cannon; I thought on thofe
occafions that they ferved them flowly, but not ill.

Q. Whether, all circumftances confidered at the time of
the affair of Saratoga, the retreat of the army was practica-
ble, either with or without artillery ?

A. T thought it was impracticable.

Q. Whether after the convention at Saratoga you went to

" Albany ?

A. Yes.

. Q. Whether vou had any opportunity of obferving thena-
ture of the country, if it was ftrong or woody, clear or open?-
A. Very firong and woody, and a great number of hills.

Q. What was the diftance?

A. T don’t exactly recollect; about thirty-two miles.

Q. Was the fituation of Albany a ftrong fituation, or was
it commanded by hills round it ?

A. The fituation of Albany was in a bottom very much
commanded. ‘

Q. If the army had penetrated to Albany, from whence
might they have ‘drawn their fubfiftence, if the country had
been againft them ?

A.Tdon’tknow enough ofthecountry toanfwer that queftion.

& Muft
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YQ: Mutft they not have drawn their fubfiftence from New 138,
ork ?

A. T apprehend fo, if they were not mafters of the Mo-
hawk country.

Q. Had you any opportunity of obferving the extent of 139,
clear or cultivated country round Albany ?

A. T can’t very juftly deferibe it, not having gone out of
the town of Albany, from the time I came intoit, till I em-
barked for New York,

Q. Do you think that, circumftanced as the army was 140.
after the engagement of the 1gth of Scptember, it would
have been more advantageous to have returned than to have
ftayed and fortified the camp ?

A. As matters have turned out, it certainly might; but I
believe no one thought fo at that time, [ Withdrew.

Major ForsBEs called in, and examined by General
Burgoyne.

Q. WAS you major of the gth regiment, and prefent 1,
with that regiment in the ation near Fort Anne ? ‘

A. 1 was.
Q. What was the behaviour of the enemy on that oc- 2,
cafion? «

A. At half paft ten in the morning, they attacked us in
front with a heavy aud well direfted fire; a large body of
them paffed the creck on the left, fired from a thick wood
acrofs the creek on the left flank of the regiment; they then
began to re-crofs the creck, and attack us in the rear: we
then found it neceflary to change our ground, to prevent the
regiments being furrounded ; we took poft on the top of a
high hill to our right. As foon as we Lad taken poft, the
encmy made a very vigorous attack, which continued for
upward of two hours; and they certainly would have forced
us, had it not been for fome Indians that arrived and gave
the Indian whoop, which we anfwered with three cheers ;
the rebels foon after that gave way.

Q. What command had you on the 19th of September 2 3.

A. T commanded the picquets of the Britith.

Q. Was you attacked on the march, and with what degree 4.
of vigour ?

A. T was attacked with great vigour from behind railed
fences, and a houfe, by a body of rifiemen and light in+
fantry.

G Was
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5. Q. Wasyou wounded in that affair ? )

A. Very early in the day. o ¥

6. Q. Do you rememher General Burgpyne bf‘m_gmg up .the
Britith line ro fupport you, and forming at the firft opening
of the wood ?

A. T do. . -

Q. Did General Frafes’s corps arrive Rr;cn.(c!y in time to
occupy the heights on the right of the Britifh line when the
aftion began ? o

A. It did, and two companics of light infantry came to
my fupport. .

8. Q. Where did General Burgoyne poft the gth regiment ?

A. As foon as they came out of the wood, they filed off to
the right, and were drawn off at a fmall diftance from the
left of General Frafer’s corps, with orders to occupy two
houfes, cne company in cach, and defend them to the laft
extremity,

Q. Had you an opportunity in that fituation to obferve
the ftrefs of the aftion ? .

A. 1 had while wc remained in that pofition.

10. Q. What was the progrefs of it?

A. The uwenty-firft and fixty-fecond regiments were
drawn up on our left, and were attacked about three o’clock
on the famc ground where the picquets had been attackeds
About that time I heard a great deal of firing to my right
with the advanced corps ; an officer came up to General
Burgoyne, and acquainted him that the enemy were endeas
vouring to turn the left of the fixty-fecond regiment, on
which he difpatched an aid-de-camp with orders to the
wwentieth regiment to form on the left of the fixty-fecond ;.
immediately after, fome companies of light infantry came
to occupy the ground the ninth were drawn upon ; the ninth
were then ordered behind a deep ravine, to form a corps-de-
reierve. I faw nothing of the'aftion after that,

11, Q. What was the firength of the ninth regiment on that

day before they fuftained any lofs ? ‘
. A. On the 15thof the month the weekly return was given
10, and,_to the beft of my recollettion, they were two hun-
dred and fifty and odd rank and file fit for daty.

32, Q. What was the firength of the other regiments in the
Britifh line 3
A, 1 cannot fpeak with any certainty, as I did not fee the
returns ; but on talking with. differcnt commanding officers:

the
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the four Britifh regiments were about one thoufand one hun-
dred, and the advanced corps about one thoufand two hundred,

Q. Where was the twenty-fourth regiment 3 13

A. With the advanced corps.

Q. Where was the forty-feventh regiment ? 1

A. Six companies of the forty feventh regiment that were
with that army, were employed as a guard to the bateaux
and provifions, and two with the advanced corps.

Q. Where were the other two companies of that regi- 15,
ment left ? -

G A. One at Fort George, and another on an ifland in Lake
corge,

Q. Of the eleven hundred which compofed the line on 14,
that day, do you know how many were loft and difabled in
the aétion ?

A. Lhaveheard the furgeon of the hofpital fay, that there
were more than five hundred of the whole in the hofpital,
but I can’t fpeak to how many of the line.

Q. Can you fay how many were killed 2 17.

A. T can’t,

Q. Can you fay how many officers were kill:d and 18,
wounded ?

A. I can’t immediately,

Q. Were the Britith troops ina condition to have attacked 1G.
an enemy in intrenchments after the a&ion ?

A. After the a&ion of the 1gth, I went to the hofpital to
get my wounds dreflfed, and did not join the regiment till
the 8th of O&ober; I can’t therefore give an opinion of my
own: but I have heard feveral officers fay, they did not
think it would have been prudent or right from the lofs they
had fuftained the day before.

Q. Did the regiments begin to be encreafed in their 20,
ftrength from the recovered men to any confiderable degree in
lefs than eight or ten days ? -

A. Not that I know of. I was not at the hofpital at the
fime,

Q, Being in the hofpital, had you occafion to know that 21,
the regiments were ftronger from the receipt of their
recovercd men on the 7th of O€ober, than they were at
any time between the 1gth of September and that day ?

A. I know that feveral men were difcharged from the ho-
fpitals {o far recovered as to enable them to do their duty. ,

Q. At what time did the troops arrive at Saratoga ? " 22,

A. About eight o’clock at night on the gth,

G2 Q. Do
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na. Q. Do you know how long the troops had then been under
arms, and without repofe or regplar refrefhment ?

A. From the 7th in the morning.. . .

24. Q. Had they been.in a&tion, or in continual expeétation
of aftion, during that whole time ? ’

A. I was in the front of the army, and 1 heard a great
deal of firing in the rear, and we conftantly expelted and
looked for an attack.

25. Q. Did the battery of the enemy on the other fide of the
river at Saratoga command the fort on that river ?

A. Irdid. .

26. Q. Wasthe ground fuch on our fide as would have enabled
our artillery to have filenced that battery ?

A. It did not appear to me that it could.

27, Q Had the paffage of the ford been effeted, and the
army have proceeded towards Fort Edward, on the eaft fide
of the river, muft they not neceffarily have paffed Batten
Kill ¢

A. Undoubtedly.

28. Q. Do you remember the ford at Batten-Kill ?

A, Yes.

29. Q. Would it have been poffible for the army to have
pafled that ford without artillery to cover them, and the
enemy pofted on the other fide ?

A. Certainly not. [ had an opportunity of feeing the
twentieth regiment pafs that ford without an enemy to op-
pofe them, and they took a confiderable time, owing to the
depth of the water, the rapidity of thé current, and the
fiones being remarkable flippery, fo that feveral of them fell
into the river.

30. Q. Was you prefent at all the councils of war to which
the field officers of the army were called at Saratoga ?

A, T was.

31. Q. Do you remember whether General Burgoyne ftated
the difficulties of the time, and that he mentioned his readi-
nefs to uadertake any meafure they fhould think for the
honour of the Britifh arms ?

A. T do remember it, :

32. Q. Was the council unanimous to treat with the enemy on
honourable terms ?

A. They were. . . P

33 Q_ When the firft terms propofed by General Gates wee
read to them, were they unanimous to reje€t them ?

A. They were..

Q, After
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Q. After it was decided by a majority of the council that 34,
the treaty could not be fufpended without breach of faith,
were not the council then unanimous to fign it on that day ?

A, As the majority of the council had given it as their

_ opinion that the public faith was pledged, the council thought
that there was no time to be loft, and that it ought to be
figned immediately.

Examined by other Members of the Committee and by General
Burgoyne occafionally.

Q. Do you know or apprehend that the rebel camp was 33,
‘completely entrenched on the 1gth of September ?

A. 1don’t know.

Q. Had you any reafon to believe from information that 36.
they completed their entrenchments afterwards ?

A. 1 underftood they had—T don’t fpeak from authority.

. Had you reafon to think that the rebels received con- 37.
fiderable reinforcements between the 19th of Scptember and
the 7th of October?

A. I did not hear that they had.

Q. Suppofing the rebels to have received reinforcements, 38,
could any acceflion of ftrength to our army from the recovery
of any number you can fuppofe of the oo that were in the
hofpital, be equal to a reinforcement of even 500 men re-
ceived by the enemy ?

A. I cannot take upon me to fay.

" Q. From being in the hofpital yourfelf, how many of the 39.
500 do you judge joined the army 2

< A. Ican’t pretend to fay. .

" Q. Do you judge in your own opinion, putting all the 40.
circumftances you can together, whether the enemy were
more likely to'be forced on the 27th of September or aday
or two after, than on the 7th of O&ober? ]

A. It is impoffible for me to judge—I did not know their
ftrength on the 1gth of September; or what reinforcements
they received before the 7th of O&ober. .

Q. Did you apprehend the army might have made their 41,
retreat good to Canada immediately after the ation of the
1gth of September ?

A. That depended entirely on circumftances.

Q. Judging from the circumftances you then knew, what 42,
is your epinion ?
' Gs3 Al
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A. T was not more acquainted with the circumftances of
the 1gth of September than with thofe of the jth of Ofta-
ber.

43. Q. If the army had had three weeks more provifions wlx_eﬁ
they began their retreat, would not that have been a material
circumftance to them towards making good their retreat ?

- A. The army' could -have dcfenclecf themf{elves longer in
their entrenchments at Saratoga if they had had more pro-
vifions. .

44. Q. Had you known, immediately after the action of the

By General 1 gty of September, that a letter had been received from Sir

Burgoyne. Henry Clinton, mentioning his intention to attack the high-

lands ‘about that tinie, would you have thoughit cither a re-
treat or an immediate attack on the enemy advifeable ?
A, Certainly not.
. Q. Do you know whether a council of war was calied on
By other - the 20th of September, orimmediately after the engagement
Memberss of the 19th of September 3
A. T don’t know that there was.

46, Q. Did the army in which you ferved, in its approach to
Athany, expeét a co-opcration from Sir William Howe ‘on
the North River?

A, Wedid. '

47. Q. Do you believeif the armyunder Sir William Howe, in-
ftead of going by fea up the Chefapeak to Philadeiphia, ‘had
operated upon the North River to effeét a jun&ion’ with
General Burgoynce’s army, confidering alfo the panic that pre-
vailed after the taking of Ticonderoga, that the army under
General Burgoyne would have been made prifoners ?

A. Tthould thiok not,

43. Q. Did vou expelt any great oppofition from the rebel

army afier the taking Ticonderoga ?
A. Tdid not,
49. Q. Upon what grounds did you fo pofitively expelta
co-operation with 8ir William Howe’s army ?
A. From General Buargoyne’s orders.
§2 % Q. Did you ever fec General‘Burgéynef; orders ?
A. Every day during the campaign.

51. Q. By what ‘orders of General Burgoyne did you expeft

2 eo-operation 2 : ‘ '

A. Early in Oober General Burgoyne gave it éut in
orders that there were powerful armies of the King’s then
co-operating with ours. s -
‘ Q. Dit
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Q. >Did not thofe orders give {pirits to General Burgoyne's 52.
army ? s

A, Situated as our atmy was, every profpedt of reinforces
ment muft certainly give us fpirits.

Q. Did you ever hear of any co-operation before thofe §3-
orders of General Burgoyne’s in O€tober ?

A. It was generally ‘talked of in the army, but not by
authority,

Q. Whether, if the operations of Sir Henry Clinton on §4-
the North River had taken place in time, it weuld not have
been looked on as a very advantageous co-operation with
General Burgovar’s army ?

v 'A. It might have been attended with very good eonfe-
nences,

Q. What fituation in_general, and particularly with re- §5.
gard to provifions, was General Burgoyne’s army in, at the
time you menticned thofe encouraging hopes of co-operation
in his orders ? .

A. The army was put on fhort allowance at that time.

Q. Whether in military affairs a powerful diverfion, if 56,
we | excenied, is not known often to anfwer very effetually
the purpoles of co-operation ?

A. Certinly very good effe&ts have accrued from power-
ful diverions,

Q. ¢ there had bgen a council of war on the 20th of 57.
Sepitmber, orithmediately after the engagement of the 1gth,
fhould you have known of it ? :

A. I'think T muft have heard of it.

. Whether, confidering the circumftances of Sir Wil- 58.
fiam Howe” having carried his army to Chefapeak Bay,
you fuppofed, or ever heard it fuppofed, that Sir Henry
Clinton would have attempted his operations up the North
River fooner than he did, or previous to the arrival of his
reinforcement from Europe ?

A. Not knowing Sir Henry Clinton’s ftrengtli, or his
orders, nor the force the enemy had to oppofe kim, itis
impoffible for me to anfwer that queftion.

Q. What“effc& had it on ‘the fpirits of General Bur- 59.
goyne’s army when they found there was to be no co-operation
Between that army and the army of Sir William Howe ?

v A, We never knew but that there was to be a co-
operation ? ) [IVM)/ rewWe

R G 4 Capraly

27
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CarTain BrooMrFIELD, of the Artillery, called in, and
examined by General Burgoyae.

Q. IN what capacity did you ferve in the campaign in
America in 1776 and 1777 ? i )

A. T'was major of brigade of the royal artillery.
2. Q. Was you qxné)IO)'cd by General Phillips, on your re-

turn to England, “after the campaign of 1776, to folicit a
further fupply of artillery for the fervice of the enfuing
campaign ? !

A. On my leaving General Phillips at St. John’s, in the

month of Navember, 1776, I was charged with a letter to,

Sir Guy Carleton, wherein he recommended it to makea
demand of a further fupply of artillery and ftores for the
complete equipment of an additional number of gun-boats
for the fervice of Lake Champlain in the enfuing campaign,
and likewife for the boats themfelves to be {ent out in frame.
work. Sir Guy Carleton, on perufing the letter, difapproved
of the boats being fent out, but approved -of the demand of
the ftores and artiilery “agreeable to General Phillips’s re-
queft, and they were accordingly fent out in the beginning
of the year 1777. p
. Q. At what time did you join the army in the campaign
of 1777 * : -
A. I joined the army at Ticonderoga omn the 23d of July.
. Q. Did you live in the family of General Phillips; and
had you occafion to know his fentiments refpecling the artil-
Jery department ? - o
A. T did chiefly live with the general, and had frequent
occafion to know his fentiments on the fubjed of the artillery
in the ¢ourfe'of my duty as brigade-major, . s
5 Q. Did you know, or had you rcafon ‘to believe, that the
proportion of artiilery employed that campaign was accopding
to the opirion and recommendation of General Phillips ?
- A.. 1 can have nodoubt but that an officer of General Phil-
lips’s rank and extenfive - experience muft have determined
that poiant, . -
6. Q. What was the diftribution of the artillery after the

enemy evacuated Ticonderoga ? . - :
- A. The light brigade of artillery proceeded with the army
by the way of Skenefborough ; the park brigade "and ftores

were conveyed acrofs Lake George in bateaux,
R A , . T : Q. Was

3
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* Q. Was not a confiderable portion of artillery of the 7o
heavieft kind either left at St, John’s, fent back from Ticon-
deroga, or difpofed of in veflels ?

A. It was: there were left at “Ticonderoga fix heavy
twelve-pounders, one light twelve-pounder, four light three-
pounders, four royal mortars and twelve cohorns.  Left on
board the Royal George, two heavy twenty-foar pounders,
two thirteen-inch mortars, two ten-inch mortars, four cight=
Jinch mortars, four royal mortars and eight cohorns. Sent
back to St. John’s in’ the Radau, fourteen heavy twenty-~
four pounders, two eight-inch howitzers. Lefc at Fort
George, four medium twelve-pounders, two light fix-
pounders, two eight-inch howitzers, two royal howitzers.
‘With Celonel St.”Leger’s expedition to Fort Stanwix were
fent two light fix-pounders, two light three-pounders, four
cohorns, Left at St. John’s, four light fix-pounders; five
light three-pounders, four cohorn mortars : that was the
diftribution of artillery that remained after the army had
quitted Fort George.  The quantity of artillery brought
forward with the army were four medium twelve-pounders,
two light twenty-four-pounders, eighteen light fix-pounders,
frx light three-pounders, two eighteen-inch howitzers, four
royal howitzers, two eight-inch mortars, four royal mortars.

" Q. Was not that park artillery, though confifting of fome g,
twenty-four-pounders and fome twelve-pounders, properly
field artillery ?

" A. They certainly were, and have ever been confidered as
fuch on all field fervices. Heavy artillery is of a diftin&
naturé, and confiderably heavier than gunsof the fame cali-
bre which wehad in the army.

" Q. Have you ever known a lefs proportion than the bri- g,
gaded artillery, which ‘was attached ‘to the line and to the
advanced corps, allotted to the fame number of trcops ?

" A. The proportion of ficld artillery certainly fhould vary
both in quantity and nature according to the variety of cir-
cumftances under which the army is to adt’; the vfual allot-
ment of light field pieces are two to each battalion; and from
a calculation of the number and firength of General Bur-
goyné’s army, I do not conceive that our light field artillery
exceeded that propertion. .

" Q. What do you apprehend was the propofed ule of artil-
lery in the country in which we were to'act ?

A. To diflodge the enemy from fuch pofts as every where
!)refeqt thenifelves in that part of the country, and from

-

O
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which it may be impoffible to diflodge them without artillery
of a more confiderable calibre than Light fix-pounders,

Q. Do you remember the pofition which the enemy. eva~
cuated at Schuyler’s Ifland ?

A. Tdo perfe@ily. . o

Q. Had that pofition been maintained, would not artillery
of the heavieft nature we had have been particularly fervice-
able ? .
A. Provided the poft could not have been turned, and the
enemy ‘had made ufe of every 'advantagc‘ which. the ground
gave them, 1 have no doubt but the park artillery would
have been abfolutely neceffary. .

Q. Had the paffage of the Hudforn’s River, or of Batten
Kiil been difputed, would artillery. of that nature have been
ferviceable ? : o

A. Doubtlefs it would. ) )

Q. Had the enemy taken a pofition at the Forks of the

" Mohawk River, would artillery of that nature have been

ferviceable ?

A. From the imperfe& manner in which I faw that ground,
it appeared capable of being made extremely defenfible, and,
of courfe, that fort of artillery would have been ferviceable,

Q. Had the army reached Albany, and it had been found
expedient to fortify a camp there for the winter, would ar-
tllery of that nature have been neceffary ?

A. There can be no doubt of it.

Q. What do you apprehend to be the chief ufe of howit-
zers and {mall mortars in the field ? . '

A. Lapprehend they arcof infinite fervice againft all kinds
of log work, abbatis, and againft enttenchments. The fmall
mortars are particularly ufeful againft redoubts and other
works where the enemy are confined within a fmall fpace,

(& Are not log-works a fpecics of fortification peculiar to
that country ? .

A. T never faw any elfewhere..

Q. Was the carrying forward the artillery from Lake
George to the place where the army crofled the Hudfon’s Ri-

ver any impediment to the tranfport of provifions ?

A, The tranfport of our artillery and flores was conftant-
1y made by horfes attached to our department, and therefore
I do not conceive it ‘did in any manner interfere with
the tranfport of provifions—I mean to confine myfelf in"this
-anfwer 0 the tranfport from Fort George to the Hudfon's
«River; for after crofling the river we had fome oxen and

“horles
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horfes attached to the fervice of the artillery, which I be-
lieve were before employed in bringing forward provifions
and bateaux.

Q.’ What time did it take to bring forward the park artil- 9.
lery from Fort George to the bridge of boats over the Hud-
fon's River? .

A. The light brigade and the artillery of the park, with
their proper proportion of flores and ammunition, had their
horfes, carriages, and drivers conftantly attached to them;
it therefore required no more time to carry thofe ftores than
was neceffary for the carriages themielves to pats from Fort
George to the Hudfon’s River; but with refpeét to the re-
ferve which was afterwards tranfported by water in bateaux,

I believe two days with all our carriages would eafily have
conveyed them to the Hudfon’s River,

Q. Do you remember the pofition of the King’s troops 20.
from the time of the attack on the 1gth of September to the
attack on the 7th of O&ober ?

A, Yes.

Q. Had the army made a movement to gain the lefc of 21.
the encmy’s entrenchments without previoufly conftrufling
redoubts on the heights that commanded the plain, would
not the bateaux, provifions and hofpital have been left open
to an attack from the enemy’s right ?

A. They would have been left expofed undoubtedly.

Q. Were not the largeft guns we had the propereft pieces 22,
of artillery for thofe redoubts ?

. A. Ithink it was a fervice that was exally adapted to
them.

Q. Do you remember the difpofition made by General 23,
Burgoyne on the 7th of Oéober ?

A. I do.

Q. At what time was you wounded in that attack ? 240

A. I believe in about twenty minutes after it commenced.

Q. What circumitance of the aétion did you obferve be- 23.
fore you was woonded, particularly refpe&ting the artillery
and the enemy’s advancing under the fire of the artillery, and
what happened to the troops pofted immediately on the left
of the artillery ?

A. The ground on which the artillery was pofied was a
clear {pot, in a great meafure furrounded by woods, the
{kirts of which on our left was diftant about two hundred
yards where the attack firft began.. The tywo medium twelve-
pounders were pofted on a fmall eminence, nearly in the cen~
) e 3 ter
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ter of this cleared fpot between German picquets and
a detachment of the Heffe Hanau regiment.  On the ene-
my’s column approaching, the fire of the twelve-pounders
and the four fixes was immediately dire€ted towards the ene-
my’s column, notwithftanding which, they drew up alon
the fkirts of the wood bchind trees, and after driving in the
Germans, kept a pretty warm fire of mufketry on the guns
and the troops poftcd about them ; foon after this I heard a
firing on the right towards a cleared fpot, feparated from us
by a wood on which the light infantry were pofied on very
commanding ground.” O their retreating, as alfo the twen-
ty-fourth regiment who was drawn up in the wood on our
right, the epemny made their appcarance on an eminence on
our right, and cut off the retreat of the artillery—At this
moment I received my wound, and therefore can give no
farther account of the circumftances of that day’s aétion.
Examined by other Members of the Commattee,

26, Q, What was the number of horfes in general employed
for the arti'lery after the march from Ticonderoga ?

A. The whole number of horfes detached with the Britifh
arr llery, previous to the paffing the Hudfon’s River, was
about four hundred. :

27. Q. How many would have been neceflary for the field
pieces attached to the baitalions only ? :

A. Eighteen fix pounders at four horfes each ; fix three-
pounders at three hories each, and two royal howitzers at
threc horfes each : the remainder were for park artillery,
ammunition, and ftores of all kinds to accommodate the army
on its march. ) . :

28. Q. Was the forage for thefe horfes procured in the couns
try on their march, or brought from a diftance ¥

A. A quantity of oats was broeght forward from Canada,
but with refpet to other forage they were under the ne-
ceflity of collefting it in the neighbourhood of the encamp-
ment.

29. Q. How many waggons might the bringing on that quan-
tity of oats employ ?

A. T believe the quantity of oats after paffing Fort Ed-
ward was fo trifling that I don’t believe it loaded one wag-

on.

30. Q. After the army arrived at Fort Edward, did any de-
lay or not arife to 1ts forward progrefs from bringing on the
park artillery, waiting for horfes and drivers for that purpofe,
or to provide forage ? '

‘ A, The
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A. The park artillery remained at Fort Edward no longer
than was neceffary during the time the army remained in
that neighbouarhood : 1 do not know of any delay whatever
from the want of borfes and drivers. Had the park arullery
moved forwards iooner, no end could have been anfwered by
it, before the bridge was thrown over the Hudfon’s River,

Q. Were there any gun-boats fent out to Quebec for the 314
campaign 1776 ?

A. There were.

Q. Were there a fufficient number fent out, in your opi- 32.
nion ?

A. Tt appeared that the naval force was fuperior to that of
the rebels, trom the event of that engagement ; and there-
fore 1 conclude, that for the ufes of that campaign there were
a fufficient number,

Q. Did you apprehend, before the event of the a&ion on 33.
the lakes, that the number was fufficient, and went out in
time ?

A. We had received very exaggerated accounts of the re-
bel force on the lakes, and thercfore uncominen exertions
were ufed to render our force as formidable as poflible ; and
probably fome time was loft, and the campaign in fome
degree retarded, from that circumftance.

Q. Would the campaign have been retarded fo long if a
greater number of gun-boats had been fent out ?

A. Certainly not.

Q. What number of artificers were fent to Canada for the 35
campaign in 1776?

A. 1don’t immediately recolleét the exaf number: but
I think Colonel Chriftie engaged about two hundred. I
know of no others being fent out,

Q. Do you know of more being afked for by the artillery 36.
or engineers, as neceflary for the campaign ? i
. A. I did hear of fome fuch intention ; but at this diftance
of time I cannot particularly anfwer that queftion.

Q. Whether the number of artificers fent out for that 37,
campaign were, in any degree, fufficient for the purpofe of
carrying it on ?

A, Certainly not. We were under the neceflity of col-
le&ing all the artificers that could be met with in Canada for
the armament of St. John’s only, moft of the bateaux being
built by private contraét.

Q. Were not the-operations of that campaign confiderably 38,
retarded,

24
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retarded, for want of the number of artificers that were
afked for and not granted ?

A. Had the number of artificers been greater, there can
be ne doubt but the work would have gone on much fafter,
‘With refpe& to the artificers being demanded, Thave already -
faid I do not recolle&t the number. .

39. Q. Werethere not horfes neceflary for conveying the ftores
and ammunition neceffary for the field train ; and how many ?

A. The beft anfwer to that queftion will, T apprehend, be
a ftate of the number of horfes aétually attached to the feve-

"ral brigades of artillery, fince the allotment of ftores and
ammunition were exaltly proportioned to the number of

Anfwer in- picces which they accompanied. )

 terrupted [The brigade attached to the advanced corps of light ar-

Eﬁ:’i:;ﬁ tillery confifted of eighty-five N )

40. Q. How many horfes might have been fpared, if the
heavy park of arullery had not attended the army ?

A. It would have made a difference of two hundred and
thirty feven horfes.

41. Q. Was the army furpifhed with-carts to have employed
thofe two hundred and thirty-feven horfes ?

A. Ireally cannot anfwer that queftion of my own know-

ledge. [Zithdrew.
Fovis 3° die Funii, 1779.

LisuTenanT CoroNeL KincsTow called, in and ex-
amined by General Burgoyne.

1. Q. IN what capacity did you al in the campaign of
17772 ‘
A. As deputy adjutant general of the province of Que-

bec; I alted as adjutant gencral of the army under General

Burgoyne, and alfo as fecretary to General Burgoyne.

Q. Did not that double capacity, and the confidence with
which General Burgoyne treated you, lead you to the know-
ledge of the material circomflances attending that cam-
paign?

A. T locked on myfelf to be in the entire confidence of
the general. :

Q. Did General Burgoyne give any orders for the aug-
mentation of artiliery deffined for this expedition, after his
arrival in Canada ?

A. There was no fuch order went-through me ; nor did I
hear of any fuch order being given, '

Q. Have

2
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- Q. Have you reafon to believe that the proportion. of ar- 4o
tillery employed was according to the opinion and recommen-
dation of Major General Phillips ?

A, I believe General Burgoyne had the greateft confidence
in General Phillips’s knowlcdge and abilities 3 and I believe
the proportion of artillery to have been arranged between
General Phillips and Sir Guy Carleton, becaufe I don’t
know of any direftions given by General Burgoyne upon
that head.

Q. What were the orders given, at the opening of the 3.
campaign, refpelting the incumbrances of baggage 3

[ Zhe witnefs refers to the orderty book, which be had with him.]

Read the orders. ’

_ They are the original orders, written by myfelf at the
time.

[ Reads.] ¢ Extrals from orders iffued by Licutenant Gene-
ral Burgoyne at Montreal, dated goth May, 1777.

¢ The regiments deftined for the expedition under Gene-
¢ ral Burgoyne are to leave in their refpeive fiores their
¢¢_blanket coats, legging, and all baggage that can be fpared
¢¢ during the fummer months ; the officers arve depended on
¢ not to encumber the {ervice with more baggage than fhall
¢ be abfolutely neceflary for a campaign where the move-
¢ ments may be expelted to be fudden and alert; the por-
¢ tion of bateaux to each regiment will be regulated on thofe
¢ principles.”

Q. Were thofe orders afterwards enforced ? 6.

A. Orders were iffued again to the fame purport, dated
Skenefborough Houfe, July 12.
[ Reads.] ¢ It is obferved that the injun&tion given, before
the army took the field, relative to the baggage of officers,
has not been complied with ; and that the regiments in
¢ general are encumbered with much more baggage than they
¢¢ can poflibly be {upplied withmeansof conyeying, when they
¢ quit the lake and rivers ; warning is thertfore again given
¢¢ to the officers, to convey by the batgaux;ewhich will foon
€¢ return to Ticonderoga, the bagragéthat is not indifpen-
¢ fibly neceflary to them; or upon the firft fudden move-
¢ ment, it muft inevitably be left upon the ground. Such
¢¢ gentlemen as ferved in America the laft war may remember
¢¢ that the officers took up with foldiers’ tents and often con-
¢ fined their baggage to a knapfack for months together.”

Q. Have
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8. Q. Have you a letter from General Burgoyne to Genetal
Reidefel, on the fubjeét of the incunbrance of baggage ?
A. T have an extrak of it, taken from the original letter
in the letter-book. It is as follows :

Extral? of a Letter from Licut. Gen. Burgoyne to Major General
Reidefel, dated Head Quarters at Skenefborough, the 18th
Fuly, 1777

¢ Te vous fupplie de faire en forte, que Vefprit de For-
<« dre par rapport i le renvoye des baggages des offi-
¢ ciers 2 Ticonderoga aye lieu. .

* ¢ Les baggages des officiers Britaniques font deja ren-
¢ yoyes, et il nen refte & plufieurs qu’une petite tente,
¢ e un valife. Cleft réelement pour intereft de I'offi-
€ cier 3 Ja fin, que je fuis fi porté A cet article.”

TRANSLATTION,

< T requeft you to take meafures that the fpirit of
¢ the order refpefting the fending back officers’ baggage
¢ to Ticonderoga may have due force.
< The baggage of the Britifh officers is already gone,
¢ and many of them have only retained a {mall tent and
¢ one cloak bag. It is really for the intereft of the
< officers, in the end, that I am f{o preffing upon this
¢ fubjedt.”
. Q. When the contraét was made for horfes and carts at
Montreal, was it the general opinion of the perfons of beft
intelligence confulted, that the number was more or lefs than
neceflary for the fervice on which we were going ?

A. In general converfation on that fubje& I remember to
have heard it faid, that though they were infufficient, we
might expe& to find additional fupplies in the country. I
have extraéls of letters here that pafled between General Bur-

$ee he  BOYDE and General Phillips on that fubje&: They are ex-
Appentix. trafted from the original letter copy-book.

10. Q. Have yo@the returns, or extralts of the returns, of
the ftrength of the army at all the different periods of the
campaign ? -

A. 1 have extra&s from the returns,

1. Q What was the ftrength of the regular troops, at the.
higheft, at the opening of the campaign, rank and file, fit
for duty ?

A. The firft returns I veccived on the firft of July.
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The Britith were. 3576 fit for duty.

Germans 2919 do.
64389
I fpeak folely of the army under Lieutenant General Bur-

goyne.

Q. What were the numbers of the artillery, and the corps 12,

;mde;' Licutenant Nutt, attached to the fervice of the artil-
ery

Britifh artillery 257

Germans 100

Recruits under Lieut. Nutt 154

Q. Were there any other troops in the army that could be 13.
called regulars ?

A. There were Canadians, Provincials, and Indians ; but
I never confidered them as regulars, becaufe they were not
difciplined.

Q. Can you flate about what was the number of the Ca- 14.
nadians ?

A. The Canadians were 148 the higheft number.

Q. The Provincials ? 15.

A. 1 would he underftood to fpeak to the opening of the
campaign the firft of July. They were low then, and en-
creafed afterward, They were then 83.

Q. The Indians? 16,

A. Between three and four hundred. It was very difficult
ta colle& what their number was exaltly.

Q. Was the army ever fo high in numbers, Provincials 17.
and Indians excepted, as at that period ?

A. T believe it never was. On the 3d of September ad-
ditional companies joined the Britifh, to the amount of about’
300 men; but from killed and wounded, and the garrifon
Jeft at Ticondcroga, the army Was at no time equal to its firft
number, /

. What was the force left at Ticonderoga ? 18,

A. The firt garrifon confifted of 462 Brtifh, rank and
file ; 448 Germans, rank and file, making 910 in the whole.

Q. Do you remember the difficultics which attended mov- 19.
ing the wounded to Ticondcroga, after the ation at Huber-
ton ?

A. Tremember to have heard they were very great. Dif-
ferent propofitions were made for the removing them, fuch
as biers and hand-barrows, which were fo very incommodi-

ous, that I remember to have been told that the wounded
H would
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would rather be left where they were than move in the then
ftate of their wounds by fuch conveyances. .

20. Q. Do you know what were General Burgoyne’s motives
for detaching General Reidefel with a large corps of troops
to the country in the neighbourhood of Cattleton ?

A, I don’t remember to have been prefent when General
Reidefel received his orders or inftrutions ; but I underfood
it was to create an alarm towards the Conneéticut, to give en-
couragement to the loyal inhabitants, if any fuch there were,
and to protet thofe that were wounded at Huberton or there-
abouts.

21. Q. Was the removal of thofe wounded effefted long be-
fore General Reidefel was recalled from Caftleten 2

A. I believe not; for I am not quite certain that the
whole were moved when General Reidefel returned to the
army at Skenefborough, a day or two before the firft divifion
of the army moved towards Fort Anne.

22. Q. Have you any papers written by General Burgoyne
between the time hé was at Montreal and the time he left
S‘l;}eneiborough, explanatory of the motives on which he
afted ¢ .

See Appen- A, T have. They are extraéts from the original letter-

dix,

book. :

23. Q. Are you acquainted with any fa&ts that will afcer-
tain whether, on the army’s arriving at Fort Edward, it was
forwarder in its progrefs towards Albany, in point of time,
than it would have been had it taken the route by Ticondero-
ga and Lake George ?

A. In anfwer to that queftion I have to fay, the army, by
taking that route, was a-head of the tran{port of provifions,
which, for the greater part, went from Ticonderoga by the
route of Lake George ?

24. Q. Atour firft arrival at Fort Edward, and previous to
the roads being mended, in what proportion did provifions
arrive at our camp ?

A. Very little more than for the immediate confumption,

25. Q. Have you the memorandum-books of Sir Francis
Clarke !

- A. Yes,

26. Q. Do yon know them to be his hand-writing }

A. Iam fully convinced of it, having feen him enter many
of the articles in thefe books.

27, Q. Has there been any alteration or addition fince you had

them ?
: A, Non¢
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A. None,

. Q. What was the charaler of Sir Francis Clarke refpect- 28,
ing his accuracy ?

A. I never faw an officer more attentive to the duties of
- his ftation than Sir Francis Clarke, and always found him
exceedingly accurate in the remarks he made,

Q. Are there any memorandums refpeting the arrival of 29,
provifions at that time ?

A. There are feveral,

Q. You will read two or three ?

A. [Reads.] ¢ Fifth Auguft,—Vilualling of the army 30
¢ out this day, and from difficulties of the roads and tranf-
¢¢ ports, no provifion came in this night.”

¢ Sixth Auguft.—At ten o’clock this morning, not quite
‘¢ enough provifions arrived for the confumption of two
¢ days.”

Q. Was it in general underftood, from the combined in- 3.
telligence received by General Reidefel, while he was detach~
ed to Caftleton, and that received by General Burgoyne
from the Provincials in his camp, that there werc many well .
affefted iohabitants towards Bennington, who would fhew
themfelves on the approach of troops; and that there was
dejetion and fubmiffion among the party attached to the
congrefs in that country ?

A. T did hear feveral reports to that purpofe.

Q. Have you the original rough draft of the expedition to 32.
Benningten, as prefented to General Burgoyne from General
Reidefel ; with General Burgoyne’s alterations and addi-
tions ?

A. T have the original rough draft of the propofals for the

expedition to Bennington ; but not being prefent at the time,
I can’t fay whether thofe propofals were delivered by Gene-
ral Reidefel or not; but I know of alterations made in
thofe propofals by General Burgoyne, from a knowledge of
his hand-writing.

Note, The witnefs delivered in to the Committee the origi- See Appen~
nal rough draft of the Inftrutions, with a fair copy.  dix.

Q. Whether you have reafon to know that all the erafures 33.
and alterations in that plan were made before the expedition
took place ?

A. I believe they were, from the reading of it,

Q. Do you remember taHking this plan to General Phillips 34.

2 the
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the day General Burgoyne went to Fort George to infpe&
the tranfport of provifions ? i ]

‘A. 1 do remember it very well ; it was the rough drafe
T took.

Q. What were General Phillips’s fentiments upon it ?

A. 1 remember General Phillips and I had a long conver-
{ation on the flownefs of the arrival of the tranfport of pro-
vifions ; and he faid he looked on this as a very good idea;
that he faw no obje&ion, and afked me if I knew'of any.

Q. Do you remember thewing the plan to General Frafer ?

A. I do very wetl. o

Q. What did he exprefs on this fubje&t ?

A. He defired me to leave it with him till the afternoonfor
his confideration. He came himfelf to my tent the next
morning early ; he expreffed himfelf to me in a manner that’
conveyed a difapprobation of the Germans being employed”
init. ~ 1 think I obferved to him that fince the honour gained
by the advanced corps at Huberton, I believed General Rei-
defel was defirous of having the Germans employed, I men-
tioned to General Frafer my ideas of provifions being obtain-
ed by that expedition, and’ the army thereby enabled to get

uicker on to Albany than waiting for the flow tranfport from
%'ort George. General Frafer faid fomething about Germans,
which I don’t recolleét ; which brought this remark from me;
§ defired General Frafer, from the friendfhip he had for Ge-
neral Burgoyne, if he faw any real objeQion to this plar,
to exprefs himfelf fully and freely to General Burgoyne
himfelf ; that the fcouts of the army and the guides were
attached to his the advanced corps, and he might, through -
thern, perhaps know more of the nature of the country than
1 did’; and therefore I prefled him to mention his objeétions,
if he had any, te General Burgoyne, I think he faid, but
am net quite certain, * the Germans are not a very allive
< people ; but it may do.” ¥ prefled him at parting to go
to General Burgoyne, if he thought it would mot do. He
faid No, and went off, . .

Q. Were not many of the Provincials in the armry of the
couatry about Bennington, and towards the Conneéticut?

A. I can’t pretend to fay tliey were from that country;
but I underftood many of them were well acquainted with
that country. )

Q. Do you remember Captain Sherwood in-paiticular ?

A. 1 dovery well.

Q. Was he of that country ?

Al
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A. 1 underflood he was of that neighbourhocd,

Q. Did yca ever hear Colonel Skeene, or any other Pro- 45,
vincial, confulted on an expedition into that country, exprefs
any apprehenfion of its fuccefs 2

A. I never did. Sir Francis Clarke told me he had re-
ceived favourable accounts from Colonel Skeene ; and I be-
lieve afier part of the expedition had taken place.

Q. Are there any memorandums of Sir Francis Clarke’s, 42,
refpeting the expedition to Bennington ?

A. Yes,

Q. Is there any that marks the diftance between Batten 43,
Kill and Bennington ?

A. Yes; itis his hand-writing,

[Reads.] ¢ From the mouth of Batten Kill, Eaft, for
¢ two miles; then ftrike off South Eaft for about fifteen
< miles to Cambridge ; and fo on about twelve miles to
¢ Bennington.”

Q. Have you the original letters, written from Colonel 44,
Baume to General Burgoyne, while he was on the expe-
dition ? See the

A. They are here. [ He delivered them in to the Committee. Appendis.

Q. Is there any memorandum of Sir Francis Clarke’s, 45.
marking the time when Colonel Breyman was ordered to
march to fupport Colonel Baume ?

A. [Reads.] < 15th Auvguft. Exprefs arrived from
¢¢ Sancoick, at five in the morning ; corps de referve or-
¢t dered to masch. 'r

« y6th Auguft. During the night, exprefs arrived from
¢¢ Sancoick with an account of the repulfe this evening of a
¢¢ detachment of ours on expedition.

¢« Sunday, 17th of Auguft. The general went up to
¢t the twenticth regiment, advanced on the road to Sancoick,
< and met the corps de referve, the men of that expedition
¢ returning all day.”

Q. Do you recolle&t what time of the day it was Gene- 46.
ral Burgoyne met Colonel Breyman on his return on the
17th?

7A. 1 think it was fometime between one and three
o’clack.

Q. Have you the inftruétions given by General Bur- 4
goyne to Colonel Skeene on that expedition ?

A. Here is a copy of them, . 48,

Q. Is there any memorandum of Sir Francis Clarke’s, of

Hgs any

Appendixe,
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any intelligence received from Colonel St. Leger about this
time ?

A, Thereis of the 12th of Avguft. .

{Reads.} ¢ This morning received intelligence of an
¢ aftion near Fort Stanwix.” . : )

49. Q. After the failure of the expedition to Bennington,
can you fpeak to the efforts made for forwarding pro-
vifions ? :

A. T know that very great efforts were made both before
and after. I underftood that General Burgoyne and General
Phillips had been both at different times at Fort George to
forward the provifions, and I believe fubfequent to the ill
news from Bennington. The quarter-mafter-general (I
mean Captain Money) was fent by General Burgoyne to
Fort Edward, and [ believe to Fort George, to colleé all
horfes and teams poffible, and te make every exertion to
bring forward the provifions.

0. Q. Have you the calcplation, made by the commiffary-

See the”  general, of the carriages "and horfes neceflary for different
Appendix. given quantities of provifions ? '

A. Itishere. I believe itis the original.

51, Q. Did the march of the artillery from Fort George to
the bridge of boats over Hudfon’s River, interfere with the
tranfport of provifions ? .

A. 1 have had many converfations with General Phillip¢
and the quarter-mafter-general about the tranfport of pro-
vifions, and never remember to have heard from them, or
any other perfon, that the march of the artillery interfered

in any manner with the tranfport of provifions '
52. Q. About what time did the- additional companies
arrive ?
A. The 3d of September,
53... Q. What was the flate of the army when we paffed the
Hudfon’s River ?
A. My return goes to the firft of September,
Britifh, fit for duty under arms, 2634 rank and file.
Germans — 1711 T
The 3-0 additional did not join the army till the 3d of
September, fo that this return is exclufive of them.
54. Q. What was the ftrength of the artillery and Lieutenant
Nutt’s corps at that time ?
A. T believe there was very little variation in either of
them from the former return, :
55. Q. Have you General Burgoyne’s application to Sir Guy
‘ Carleton
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Carleton for a garrifon from Canada for Ticonderoga, before
he paffed the Hudfon’s River ?

A. I have extra&ls from letters of General Burgoyne to
Sir Guy Carleton, the 11th of July, 1777, and on the 29th g e
of Tuly, 1777. Appendix.

. Was there any confiderable alteration in the ftrength 56.
of the army between the return of the 1ft of September,
and the a&tion on the 1gth ?

A. There was a fkirmifh or two, but the lofs was not
material in that interval,

Q. In the courle of the fervice, did you ever know any g7,
inftance of a day of altion, where there was not fome de-
duttion from the effe@tive firength upon paper, for baggage
guards, bat-men, care of the fick, and other indifpenfible
regimental contingencies ?

A. I apprehend there muft always be dedultions of that
fort 2

. In the fervice of our campaign, was there not a con- g8.
fiderable additional deduion for the care and defence of the
bateaux and moveable magazines ?

A, It muft of courfe make an additional drain from the
army.

Q. Was not 2ll we had of the forty-feventh regiment ap- 59
propriated for that particular fervice ?

A. It generally was ; I believe always fo. 60.

Q. Thefe dedultions confidered, about what number do
you compute the Britifh line to have confifted of on the day
of the attion of the 1gth?

A. 1 believe the four regiments of the line engaged that
day amounted to little more than one thoufand one hundred
men on the {pot under arms in the action.,

Q. What lofs did the Britith fuftain in that aétion ? 61.

A. Killed, wounded, and prifoners, rather more than lefs
than five hundred.

Q. Can you {peak particularly to the lofs of the line ? 62.

A. T beheve about feventy-iix killed rank and file, and
between two hundred and forty and two hundred and fifty
wounded, and about twenty-eight or thirty miffing and
prifoners.

Q. Do you recolle& the ftrength of the 20th regiment 3,
when they made their laft charge on the cnemy ?

A. I do very well. I was by General Fhillips when the
orders were given for that charge; he was then in the front

of the line: the ranks appeared to be very thin, the regi-
meng
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ment were much fatigued with the length of the aftion, byt
moved on to the charge with {pirit. .

64. Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne going up to the
fixey-fecond regiment immediately after the firing ceafed,
and the report that was made to him by the commandmg .
officer of the ftate of that regiment ? -

A. T remember it, and the officer reporting the great lofs
they had fuftained in the aétion; I faw them, and they
appeared to be very confiderably reduced in number ?

65. Q. Doyou remember the officer mentioning that they had
not above fifty or fixty men in the regiment ? .

A. I can’t {peak pofitively to that; but in my own judg.
ment they did not exceed that number.

66. Q. Were not both the ficld-officers wounded ?

A. Colonel Anftruther and Major Harnage were both
wounded, and a great many other officers were killed and
wounded, and the regiment fuffered greatly, ’

67. Q. To what degree did the men of the artillery fuffer in
that altion ?

A. I think, but am not quite certain, that the number
that were with four guns amounted to forty-eight, I faw
Captain Jones who was a very gallant man, and commanded
thofe four guns, killed, and fome other officers wounded, and
I believe about thirty-fix of the men were killed and wound-
ed. 1 fhould in juftice to the artillery fay, that I think it'is
not in the power of men to keep a better fire, both of round
and grap=-fhot, than was fucceflively maintained for feveral
hours that day.

8 Q. From your experience in the fervice, do you conceive
it would have occurred to any officer, to engage troops, if he
could poffibly avoid it, in the fituation in which the Britifk’
line was the day after that alion ? L

A. The experience of an officer of my inferior rank does
not lead to much; but I fhould have been forry to have
given orders to thofe regiments, after the gallant fufferings
of that day, to have attacked an army reported, both from
cur fpies and our prifoners, to be very near if not more than
four times the number of our whole force : add to this, the
country wasa very thick wood, and the fituation of the rebel
camp, I believe, could not by any means be reconnoitred

* within that fpace of time. S

69. Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne recciving a let-
ter from 8ir Henry Clinton the day but onc after that aétion,

‘ L informing
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informing him, that he intended abeut that time an attack on

Fort Montgomery ? i
A. I doremember his receiving a letter from Sir Henry

Clinton about that time ; it was the 22d of September ?

. Q. Do you imagine that any officer knowing of that let- 70,

ter would have entertained thoughts of immediately renew-
ing an attack upon the enemy ? :

A. As far as an opinion of an officer of my inferior rank
goes, I fhould not have thought of it, nor did I hear any
officer of any rank exprefs fuch an idea at that time.

Q. From what youknew of the country, did you not be- 71+

lieve that a fuccefsful attack from Sir Henry Clinton during
the time we lay at that camp, would either have diflodged
General Gates entircly, or have obliged him to detach con-
fiderably from his army ?

A. Tremember our fcouts giving information, that a bridge
was laid over the Hudfon’s River, very near the enemy’s
camp ; and it was the opinion of fome very confidential men
that were employed in that army in that capacity, and were
much under the dire&tion of General Frafer, that on the
approach of Sir Henry Clinton’s army, the army of Mr.
Gates could not ftand us, but would crofs the river, and go
towards New England. Whether the idea was right or
wrong, I can’t tell,

Q. Did you ever hear fuch perfons, or any others, ex-,,

prefs an idea, that the enemy would have taken the fame
meafure, on our advancing to attack them, without that co-
operation ?

A. 1 don’t remember to have heard any fuch thing.

Q. Do you imagine that any officer knowing of Sir73.

Heary Clinton’s letters, would have thought it proper to
retreat after the aétion of the 1gth of September?

A. I never heard any officer exprefs an idea of that fort.
1 don’t know what officers might be within the knowledge of
fuch aletter ; but I lived intimately with General Phillips,
General Frafer, and with Mr. Twifs, the engincer ; whsther
the letter was in their knowledge or not, I don’t know : but I
never heard them exprefs fuch an idea.

Q. Did you ever hear any officer of that army, though 74.

ynacquainted with the letter, before or fince the time, ex-
prefs a difapprobation of the meafure of remaining in that
camp without either attacking or retreating ?

A. Neither then or at any time while I remained in America,

and of courfe not fince,
' Q. From

IOSt
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75. Q. From your converfation with the chief engineer, and
from other circumitances, have you reafon to know, that
every poflible means were ufed after the a&tion of the 1gth,
to obtain a knowledge of the ground on the enemy’s left ?

A. I had frequent converfations with the chief engineer
on that fubje€. I believe his attention was given to that
point almoft every day, and a knowledge of that ground I
underfloed to be very difficult to be obtained. .

96. Q. Was not the right of the encmy deemed imprac-
ticable ?

A. Ihad no opportunity myfelf of feeing the right of the
enemy ; but T underftood from others, that the pofition was
too ftrong to be attacked with any profpeét of fuccefs.

77- Q. Were there not frequent confultations held between
General Burgoyne, General Phillips and General Frafer,
previous to the movement up to the enemy on the 7th of
O&ober ?

A. T underftood there was fcarce a day paffed without fuch
confultation ; I believe no day after the aétion of the 1gth,

78. Q. Did you conceive that the chief purpofe of that move-
ment was to attain a knowledge of the left of the enemy’s
pofition, and if expedient to attack them theve 2

A. T underftood it was.

79- Q. Did it appear to you, that the force left in camp,

- under General Hamilton, was more than fufficient to kecp
the enemy in check ?

A 1 don’t think it was,

80. Q. From the intimacy and confidence in which you lived
with General Burgoyne and General Frafer, do you imagine
any difagreement of opinion could have fubﬁi{ed between
them without your knowledge ?

A. T think I muft have heard of it.

81. Q. Do you know any inftance, but more efpecially re-
fpeting the periods of paffing the Hudfon’s River, the
aftion of the 19th of September, and that of the 7th of
Oftober, wherein General Frafer expreffed a difapprobation’,
of General Burgoyne’s meafures ? '

A. I'donot: but I would beg leave to obferve, that upon
the’plan to Bennington, General Frafer had expreffed a dif-
fcrent opinion, with refpeét to employing the Germans., At
the time of pafling the Hudfon’s River, and after it was
croflfed, I had a great deal of converfation with General
Frafer: he feemed to exprefs fatisfaltion in the manner in
which the troops had paffed,

’ Q In
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Q. In the altion of the 7th of Ofober, after the Ger- 39,
man troops on the left of the artillery had given way, did
you obferve General Phillips and General Reidefel in perfon 2

A, 1 was with General Phillips at different times, and I
faw General Reidefel more than once ; they were both very
altive, and exerted themfelves very much to form the broken
troops, and to make the retreat as regular as the circum-
ftances would permit.

Q. What was the laft time you faw Sir Francis Clarke in §3,
that altion, and do you know what orders he was carrying ?

A. Tt was after the retreat was become very general.  Sir
Francis Clarke afked me, if I had given any orders to the
artillery to retreat ? I told him, that as there was a major-
general of the artillery in the field, who was confefled by
the army to be a very excellent officer, 1 would not take on
myfelf, asadjutant-general, to give orders to any part of the
artillery.  Sir Francis Clarke told me, thata ditpofition had
been made for a%eneral retreat, and that he was going with
orders from General Burgoyne to bring off the arullery.
About the inftant we were parting, a very heavy fire came
upon us from the enemy, and I have fince had reafon to be-
lieve, that Sir Francis Clarke received his wound at that
time.

Q. On the day of the 8th, do you remember the enemy 84,
forming a line in the meadows, and making a demonftration
of attacking us ?

A. T doremember it very well, and that there was a great
deal of cannonading from the enemy.

Q. Do you alfo remember a cannonading in the afternoon, 8s.
about the time of General Frafer’s funeral ?

A. I think I fhall never forget that circumftance. Gene-
ral Frafer, I underftood, had defired to be buried privately,
in one of the redoubts that had been raifed for the protetion
of our magazines and ftores ; as the corpfe was paffing by,
General Burgoyne, General Phillips, and I believe General
Reidefel, and feveral other officers, out of refpe&t to Gene-
ral Frafer’s memory, and to do him honour in the eyes of
the army, notwithitanding his requeft, attended his funeral
into the redoubt. The cnemy were in this inftance, [
thought, very defeftive in point of humanity ; they pointed
a gun or two at that very redoubt, and kept up a brifk can-
nonade during the whole of the funeral fervice, which was
performed with great {olemnity and very dehberatclyw}ny‘
. : Te
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Mr. Brudenel, the chaplain, I never faw fo affefting 2
fight. -

86. bQ; Do you remember on the marc_h- to Saratoga feging a
corps of the enemy at work on the plain of Saratoga?

A, Tdo very well; a working party, anc_l what appeared
to be a battalion or more drawn up as a covering party.

87. Q. Was that the corps that afterwards took poft on the
oppofite fide of the river!

A. I believe it was the fame corps I faw afterwards paffing
the ford.

88, Q. After the arrival of the army at Saratoga, was Licute-
nant Colonel Sutherland detached with a command to cover a
party of workmen to repair bridges and roads, in order to
continue the retreat on the weft fide of the river ?

A. He was ordered with a party to repair bridges and roads
on the weft fide.

89. Q. Do you remember on what account Colonel Sutherland
.and 'the party were recalled ?

A. I believe it was on information given by our fcouts,
that the enemy were preparing to attack us in great force.
go. Q. Have you further reafon to know that a general attack

on that day was really intended by the enemy ?

A, There was particular caution fent round to all the
troops to be prepared for that attack, as it was expeted it
would be artempted under cover of a very thick fog then
prevailing.  After the convention had taken place, a general
officer in the rebel fervice acquainted me, that fuch an attack
was intended, and from information, I believe from deferters,
or from their own fcouts, that our army was exceedingly
well prepared to receive them, that they would be very much
expofed when they came on the plain to our artillery, he not
only retreated with his command, but fent word to another
general officer to retreat alfo. The other general officer was his
fenior ; but he had taken that upon him, from the fear of
the confequences of fuch an attack, of which he fent word
to General Gates, who approved and confirmed his order,

g1. Q. Previous to the council of war towhich the field officers
were called, do you remember it being determined in the
council of the generals, to try a night march, abandoning
the carriages and baggage, and orders being given for the
delivery of as much provifions as the men could carry ?

A. [ do remember fuch a determination very well.

92. Q. What prevented the execution of it ?

Al
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A. Tunderftood there were fuch difficulties in getting out
the provifions, that the delivery of the neceffary provifions
could not be accomplithed.

Q. Had we intelligence the next day from different fcouts, 3
that the enemy was in poffeflion of the country in force, on *°"
both fides the Hudfon’s River, between us and Fort Edward ?

A. 1 underftood, from fome of the fcouts that we had
befi-}n accuftomed moft to depend on, that the enemy were fo
pofted.

Q. Have you reafon to know that the intelligence General 04
Burgoyne ftated to the council of war on this fubje&t was
true ? . )

A. T was aflured by one of the general officers who con-
duéted us towards Bofton, that troops of theirs were in the
pofition that our fcouts had given us information of.

Q. Did you learn at the fame tine at what period thofe 95,
pofts were taken vp by the encmy, whether before or after
our arrival at Saratoga ?

A. T have extrats of minutes made at that time, from
the mouth of the general officer I mentioned. :

[ Reads,]—¢¢ When the king’s army was returning to Sara-
¢¢ toga, a brigade of fifteen hundred men were pofted on the
¢ eaft fide of the Hudfon’s River, to difpute the ford, and
¢ two thoufand men more were pofted between us and Fort
¢ Edward, on the fame fide of the river,”—Fourteen hun-
dred more were alfo pofted oppofite to Saratoga, a little above
the other party I mentioned before, to prevent our paffing the
Hudfon’s River. Fifteen hundred of thofe I have mentioned
were pofted on or before the gth of O&ober. The others, I
remember very well now to have heard, were pofted previous
to the 7th of O&tober.

Q. Have you an extralt of the laft council of war at g6.
which the field officers affifted ? :

A. The extraét is true, excepting the names of the officers,
and the votes they gave. I have the original paper, with
the names of the officers that compofed the council ; and I See Appen-
believe their opinions. [T ke extraét produccd. dix-

Q. Did you ever hear of a propofal made by General 97.
Phillips, to make a way from Saratoga to Ticonderoga with
a body of troops ? '

A. Never with abody of troops; but I remember to have
heard General Phillips make an offer, which I thouzht a
very fpirited one, to rifk his life in artempting, with one or
two of our beft guides, to find a pafiage to Ticonderogac;

an



so EVIDENCE. [L.C Kingfton"

and do his utmoft for the defence of that garrifon, as an
artillery officer, fhould the enemy attack that fortrefs after
the convention thould take place, '
¢8. Q. Have you the return of General Gates’s army, figned:
by himclf 3 ‘ N
A. I have ; but ] have forgot to bring the original. Thave
the extraét.

For theori- [ Reads,] ¢¢ Copy from General Gates’s return, from his
ginal re- camp at Saratoga ; 16th of Otober, 1777.

mirn, fee

she Appens ¢ Brigadiers _— 12

;icxv’LNo' o Col%nels 44
¢« Lieuatenant Colonels — 45
¢ Majors —_— 49
¢ Captains » —_— 344
¢ Firft Lieutenants — 332
¢¢ Second Lieutenants —_— 326
¢ Enfigns — —_— 345
¢¢ Chaplains e —_— 5
¢ Adjutants — 42
¢ Quarter-mafters —_— 44
¢ Paymafters — 30
¢ Surgeons 37
¢ Mates —_— _— 43
¢ Serjeants _— —_— 1392
¢¢ Drommers - 6
¢« Prefent fit for duty 13,216.”

T underftand thefc laft are rank and file, becaufe the others
are mentioned before, :

¢¢ Sick prefent —_— 622
¢¢ Sick abfent —_— —_— 731
¢ On coirmand 3875
¢ On furlow 180.”

T believe that the men on command were explained to me
by General Gates to have been detached from his army, in
the rear and upon the flanks of the king’s troops, previous
to the convention,

. 99. Q. Do you apprehend that that return includes the corps
' that were on the other fide of the Hudfon’s River, im-
mediately oppofite to Saratoga ?

A. T do recolle& the name of one of the general officers
who was on the other fide of the Hudfon’s River, included

in
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in Mr. Gates’s return, and therefore I imagine the men under
his command are included alfo, When f(ay one, Ido not
mean to have underftood that the other two general officers,
the one who was ftationed with a party oppofite to Saratoga,
and the one who was ftationed on the fame fide of the water,
between us and Fort Edward, are not alfo included in Genee
ral Giates’s return,

Q. Do the returns to which you referred, of our army, 100,
ftate_the cffedtive ftrength, at the time of figning the con-
vention ?

A. They do flate the rough number, colle@ted at that
time, of men prefent and under arms.

Q. Srate the numbers. 101,

A. The Britith appeared to have been 190§

Germans 1594

T can’t be anfwerable for the corre@nefs of thofe numbers,
as they were taken in a great hurry,

Q. Can there poffibly be a miftake of many hondreds ? 102,

A. I can ftate from a monthly return of the firft of
November, fit for duty, %

Britifh e 20
Germans 1633 } Rank and file,

There might be people recovered from their wounds who
were difcharged from the hofpital, and had joined the corps ;
or there might have been a miftake in the return, juft before
the convention, in the confufion of the army at that time.

Q. Do you know what paffed refpeting the military cheft, 103.
while the treaty of Saratoga was depending ?

A. 1 do remember that it was ftrongly recommended to the
commanding officers of corps to take fums of money from
the paymafter general, on account of fubfiftence then due to
their regiments ; and [ helieve a great deal of money was fo
diftributed, and regularly accounted for to the paymafter
general on the fubfequent fettlement of the pay of the army.

Q. What became of the reft of the money in the military 104.
cheft?

A. It was taken by the paymafter general to Albany,

Q. Did any part of it fall into the hands of the enemy ? 103,

A. Not a thilling that I ever heard of,

Q. Was any proportion of it loft, cmbezz'clcd,or fecreted ? 106,

A. If any fuch thing had happened, Ithink the paymatter
general would have applied to me immediately. Never hav-

ing heard, then or at any time after, of any lofs ha}\;ing
cea

11y
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been fuftained, I do not believe there was-any lofs fuffered in
the retreat or after it. ) . )

107, Q. Was the fecret fervice account, during the campaign,
kept by you ?

A. Tcwas, X .

108. Q. Could you produce the feveral articles of that account,
if called on for it 2 :

A. 1 have either a copy of it at home of my own, or
from the paymafter general. .

10G. Q. Did General Burgoyne ever appropriate any part of
that expenditure t3 the extraordinaries of his own expences,
or to any other purpofe for his own ufe ? ’

A. Never that I know of. ,

110. Q. Mauft not you have known it ¥ it had been fo ?

A. Certainly.

111. Q. Were there not occafions where General Burgoyne
paid, from his own purfe, expences that, in the opinion of
others, he might have been juftified in placing to the public
account ? )

A. T remember to have been told by other gentlemen,
that expences of that fort General Burgoyne had been at,
ought to have been charged in that manner. )

112, Q. What was the nature of thofe expences 3

A. They were prefents to people who had diftinguifhed
themfelves, and in alts of charity to women who had loft
their hufbands, and other occafions which it was very proper
for a general officer to give, and very proper to putintoa
public account.

113. Q. Had not General Burgoyne, from his fituation, ail
the expences attending a Commander in Chief ?

A, He certainly had, from being obtiged to keep a pubi¢
table for the entertainmentand refrefhment of officers and othéts
coming to head quarters, on duty or bufinefs; and I know
thofe expences to have been very great, from the exceeding
high price of all the articles of life in that part of the world,

114. Q. Did General Burgoyne ever receive more than the ap-
pointment of a lieutenant general ?

A. Never.

115. Q. Was there not a board of general officers appointed at
Cambridge, to infpe& all the accounts of the campaign}
and did not General Burgoyne regulate the payment of the
battalions by the report of that board ? o

A. There was fuch a board, and the payments were re=
gulated according to the report of that board,

3 , . Q. Upon
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Q. Upon the whole of what you know of General Bur- 116,
goyne’s receipts and expences, do you believe he was, in his
own purfe, a gainer or a fufferer in the campaign 1777 3

A. I really believe his appointments were not equal to his
expences in that campaign.

Examined by other Members of the Committee and by General
Burgoyne occaftonlly,

Q. What were the numbers of the effe&ive Britith, at the 1 7.
opening of the campaign 1777, including officers and non-
commiffioned officers ?

A. T have not thofe returns; but they were fent to the
Commander in Chief, and my extra&s are for the rank and
file.

Q. Can you anfwer that queftion with refpe& to the Ger- 118,
mans ?

A. My extradls are the {ame both for the Britifh and the
Germans.

Q. What was the greateft number of Provincials in the 119,
army at any time in the campaign ?

A. Tbelieve the only queftion that has been afked refpe&t-
ing them was at the beginning of the campaign ; they were
then eighty-threce. On the firft of September they amounted
to about fix hundred and eighty, which was the greateft
number they ever amounted to.

Q. What do you mecan by Provincials ? 120,

A. I underftand them to be inhabitants of that country,
aflembled under officers who were to have had different com-
miffions, provided they had ever amounted to certain num-
bers.

Q. Do you include Canadians under the name of Pro-i21,
vincials ?

A. I believe, in the former part of my evidence, the Ca-
nadians were ftated to be one hundred and forty-eight, and
diftinguifhed from the Provincials.

Q. Was General Burgoyne’s fecond order of.the t.welfth 122
of July, relating to the baggage, ftictly complied with ?

A. T conceive it was the duty of the commanding officers
of regiments to enforce an obfervance and obedience to the
gencral orders.

Q. Was it a&tually enforced in fuch a manner to the de~ 323,
gree you thought 1‘5 fhould have been.

. A. T am not qiite pofitive whether there was not ano-
ther order iffued afterwards. .
[Quefion

13
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124. [ Queflion repeated. ]

A. T never had any report made to me by a commanding

officer of any corps, of that order not being complied with,
125. Q. What was your own ocular obfervanoq of the quan-

tity of baggage carried with the army ; and did it appear to

you that that order could have been fairly complied with ?

A. T own I don’t recolleét, not hearing any complaint nor
attending to it. The quartermafter gencral of the army
mutft naturally know more of the baggage than the adjutant

eneral.
120 Q. Do you know what allowance of waggons was made to
a regiment ?
A. T don’t recolleét any waggons that we had to allow.
127. Q. Was nonc of the baggage brought down in wheeled
carriages ? '

A. Several officers, I believe, bought waggons and carts
of the country people for their own ufe ; but I do not remem-
ber any of the King’s carts or waggons being appropriated
to the carriage of officers’ baggage. It might be, but I
don’t recolledt it. )

128, Q. Can you fay, in a general way, how many horfes
might be employed in carrying the baggage of the army, in-
cluding officers’ horfes ?

A. I never had any information upon that fubje&; it did
not belong to my department, and I had much "bufinefs on
my hands.

129: 'Q. How was the regimental baggage carried 3

A. T believe chiefly in bateaux.

130- Q. How was it carried when there was no water-car-
Tiage ?

A. T can’t fpeak to that point, having had no information
on that fubjeét ; and when I fpeak of bateaux, I fpeak gene-
rally, having bad no information on the fubje&t.

131. & Can youfay, ina general way, how many woimnen ate
tended the army ?

A. I'had really fo much to do that I had not much leifure
to pay much attention to the ladies ; and I know very litde
of their beauty or their numbers. i

132. | Q, Would not the feeding of two thoufand women be 3
conﬁd;:rable objett with refpe@t to the provifions of the
army

A. T'fhould have been very forry to have had two thoufand
women to have experienced that, ‘

- Q. How



L.C.Kinglton.] EVIDENCE,

Q. How many women were there, if not two thoufand ? 133

A, I would wifh to give the houfe every information in
my power, when I can peak with any degree of accuracy or
tolerable guefs. I have feen the commiffary of provifions re-
turn, and Ithink the number of women returned, as viGtual-
led from the ftores, was very, very few,

Q. Do you think that a corps of dragoonsmounted would 134,
have been of great ufe to the army ?

A. Town, I very much wifhed thofe few dragoons we had
could have been mounted, becaule, though in that part of
America that I faw they might not have been neceflary or ufe-
ful to have made a charge, 1 think thote light dragoons might
be always applied to very ufeful fervices.

Q. How many had you of thofe dragoons ? 135.

A. They are included in the ftrength of the Germans,
and I really do not remember their particular number.

Q. If none orlefs of the park of artillery had been brought 136.
forward, would there not have been horfes to have mounted
thofe dragoons ?

A. T believe there might have been horfes enough taken
from the artillery, or from the provifion train, to have
mounted thofe dragoons, if it had been thought more expe-
dient to have employed the horfes in that manner ; but they
were hired or contrated for, for the fpecial purpofes of car~
rying provifions, and bringing on the artillery, and never
meant by the perfons who furnifhed the contraét for the dra-
goon fervice.

Q_ If a {maller quantity of baggage had been carried, 137,
might not the officers have fpared fome of their baggage hotfes
for mounting the dragoons ¢

A. I never met with an officer who had horfes to fpare, 1
know Sir Francis Clarke and myfelf wifhed to buy horfes to
carry our own fervants ; cared very little what expence we
were at 3 and yet I could not obtain any. .

Q. Do you know of any corps or party finding their way 138,
back to Canada ¢

A. T never heard of any corps finding its way there; and
1 uaderftood from the guides who were with us, previous to
the convention’s taking place, that if that was attempted,
we muft break into fmall parties, and go by what is called In-
dian paths, .

Q. Suppofing there was a {mall party that found its way to 13g.
Canada by Indian paths, do you think it would have been

poflible for an army to have done the fame ?
Iz A. My

11§
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A, My idea of that muft be founded vpon the report of
thofe guides who had ferved us very faithfully as fcouts upon
former occafions, and who informed me that we mutft break
into very fmall parties, to have any chance of making our way
through the woods to Canada; and [ rcm;mber that }Nhen
General Phillips offered to attempt to find his way to Ticon«
deroga, it was talked of and locked on to be as defperate as
callant. :

140. ° Q. If any party did make its way to Canada, do you not fap-
pofe itmuft he that party of Provincials that ran away while
they were employed to repair roads, and that were never
heard of afterwards ?

A. 1 remember forne were reported to have run away
who were making roads, and it is likely to have been that

arty.

14!.P Qy_ When you mentioned the higheft number of provine
cials, did you mean that they were all armed ?

A. T know that they were not all armed. We had not
arms for them.

142, Q. Of thofe that were armed, fome refpeftable perfons
excepted, were they much to be depended upon ?

A. A very great part of them were fuch as I fhould have
placed very little dependence upon.

143. Q. Before the army left Canada, was there not a ftrifk or-
der, that not more than three women a company fhould be
fuffered to embark ?

A. I do know there was fuch an order iflued; and I never
heard any complaint of its having been broke through. I
don’t recollect the date of that order, or I would have turned
to my book, and flated to the houfe, upon the firft queftion
relative to the number of women that were employed on our
expedition.

144. . Q. Isitnot the cuftom in all armies viftvalled from the
king’s ftores, to prohibit the delivery of provifions to any
women over and above the number allowed by order ?

A. Tt was cuftomary in all places where I ferved in the
laft war, and very firong and peremptory orders were given
on that fubje& to the commiffaries in our army.

. Q. Do you not then believe, that all women who followed
Your army were fed from the ration of the men they follow-
ed, or found their provifion in the country ? :

A. I remember, upon afking the commiffaries how there
came to be fo few women in the provincial returns, I was

2

2 told

145
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told, it was the cuftom for them to be fupplied out of the
men’s rations,

Q. Were the women conveyed on baggage carts or horfes,
or did they walk a-foot ?

A. T never heard of the women’s being conveyed on bag-
gage carts or the king’s horfes.

Q. If the women neither employed the king’s horfes, nor
confumed his provifions, do you think they were more of
impediment, or of comfort to the King’s troops ?

A. I never underftood from my converfation with the
commanding officers, or others, that the women were any
impediment.

Q. If after the taking of Ticonderoga there was any
doubt in the army in which you ferved, of their being
able to reach Albany?

A. I don’t remember to have heard any doubts exprefled
upon that fubje&, meaning foon after the taking Ticonde-
roga.

Q. Was it generally underftood in the army, that it was
well fupplied with all the neceflaries, appointments for war,
and articles proper for forwarding the expedition to Albany ?

A. T always underftood that the army had been very well
fupplied with every thing.

Q. Do you believe, if the fecretary of ftate had ordered
the army under General Howe to co-operate with the army
under General Burgoyne for the North River, with a view

146.

147

148,

149,

150.

to have formed the junétion of the two armies, that the dif~

after which befel General Burgoyne’s army could have hap-
pened ?

A, If ajun&ion could have been formed, I fhould appre-
hend that Mr, Gates’s army might have been diflodged, and
that the misfortune at Saratoga would not have happened.
This is only matter of opinion.

Q. Do you apprehend, that if the army under Sir Wil-
liam Howe had operated on the North River, with a view to
effe€t a juntion, that fuch a jun&ion would have taken
place ?

A. I'had an opinion while in America, that if the expe-
dition which came up the Hudfon’s River under General
Vaughan, could have been there about the time of our ac-
tion of the 1gth of September, that Mr. Gates would have
found it difficult to have kept his army together, if he had
not crofled over the Hudfow’s River towards New England.
But this is mere matter of private opinion,

13 Q If

151,
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152. Q. If you are of opinion, that the troops under General
Vaughan would have had fo powerful an effeft, even fo late
as September, what effet do you think Sir William Howe’s
army, aflifted by all the fleet and craft, would have had as
early as the beginning of July, immediately after the im-
preffion which took place among the enemy after the defeat
at Ticonderoga ?

A. Idid not know what force there w:s under the com-
mand of General Vaughan, nor do I even now know ; butI
fhould think moft certainl., that a great army upon the
Hudfon’s River near Albany, would have contributed very
much to our making our way to Albany.

153. Q. Have you ever confidered what were the caufes of the
failure of the expedition under General Burgoyne, and to
what do you impute it ?

A. I'looked upon our force not to be equal to the forcing
our wav to Albany without fome co-operation.

154. Q. Where'thendid you expe& that co-aperation ?

A. T had no where to expe& it from, but up the Hudfon’s
River from New York; and the fuccels of Colonel St. Le-
ger’s expedition would have been of ufe certainly,

155. Q. If General Wafhington’s army had not been diverted,
would it not have impeded, or ftopped the progrefs of any
army up the Hudlon’s River?

A. Tdon’t know the firength of General Wafhington's
army, nor the nature of the country between Albany and
New York ; and therefore I cannot form any judgment of
what would have happened.

156. Q. Are {{ou not of opinion that there are very firong
pafles or pofls on that river?

A. 1 found them very ftrong between Ticonderoga and
Albany, and from reports of military men of high reputa-
tion in the fervice, I have underftood there were many very
ftrong pofts between New York and Albany. :

157- Q. From whence is the account of the firength of Mr.
Gates’s army taken ?

A. From a return voluntarily given by General Gates to
me for my own fatisfation when at Albany, and that return
w.s figned by General Gates.

158. Q. Have you that return ?
A. T gave it to General Burgoyne; I faw it to-day ; he

has it.

Q. Was it by confent of General Gates that the foldiers
after the convention retained their cartoych-boxes

A. They
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A. They retained their belts, and I really don’t recolle&
whether their cartouch boxes were in general retained or not 3
but talking with Mr. Gates when the king’s treops marched
by with the accoutrements on, Mr. Gates atked me (we had
been old acquaintance formerly) whether it was not cufto-
mary on field-days for arms and accoutrements to go to-
gether? T told him, there was nothing faid in the convention
that I had agreed to with him relating to accoutrements, and
that he could have no right to any thing but what was ftipu-
lated in that treaty. He replied, ¢ You are perfetly right;”
and turned to fome of the officers in their fervice by, and
faid, ¢ If we meant to have had them, we ought to have in-
¢¢ ferted them in the convention.” [Wishdrew.
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REVIEW of the EVIDENCE;

Its feveral Parts compared with the prefatory
Speech and Narrative; and- additional Re-
marks and Explanations.

HE noble Lord who is at iffue with me upon

this occafion has, in a great meafure, deprived

me of the benefit of a reply, properly fo called, be-

The con- caufe he has produced no defence. His Lordthip cer-
de of L. 1ainly has been accufed by me in many inftances of a
duiing the very ferious nature. If he is really willing that his po-
€P987Y- Yitical, and my military condu¢t thould be tried by fafts
alone, 1 certainly have not fhewn lefs inclination than

his Lordfhip for that teft; but, taxed as I avow he has

been by me, with proceedings derogatory to the obli-

gations which ought to fubfift between man and man,

T really expected, as I believe did the Houfe of Com.

mons and the public, to have heard from him fome
juftification in thofe refpects. Inftead of that, the no-

ble Lord, in opening the fubjets to which he propofed

to call evidence, touched fo flightly upon the branch of

the enquiry in which we are parties, that a ftranger

would hardly have thought there fubfifted a difpute
between us. His Lordfhip contraditted nothing that

I have alledged refpecting his conduét or my own 5 he

frated no circumftance of blame againft me, except he

meant as fuch the enterprize of Bennington, which he
:qualificd with the epithet “ fatal,” and pronounced to

be the caufe of all the fubfequent misfortunes. He

pafled entirely over the tranfadtions at Saratoga. Of

forty officers or more, belonging to the Convention

= B troops,
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troops, then in England, one only was propofed to be
called on his Lordfhip’s part, wiz. Lieutenant Coloncl
Sutherland, of the 47th regiment, upon parole from
the Congrefs, and ating with a corps of the Fencible
Men in North Britain; but, upon further reflection,
his Lordfhip thought proper to difpenfe with the at-
tendance of this officer; and the only witnefs under
order of the Houfe was Mr. Skene. No man was
better qualified to give an account of the proceedings
at Bennington ; and I heartily lament that the public is
deprived of his teftimony.

Burt although I am thus left in poffeffion of the evi-
dence, uncontroverted by the noble Lord, 1 avail my-
felf of my right of clofing the cauft, for the following clim of
purpofes : firft, to collect from the minutes (svhich, in Gen. Bur-
an enquiry of this nature, are unavoidably prolix and fafe the
difarranged) the feattered parts, and apply them to<™f
fatts, under diftin€t and feparate heads.  Next, to ex- Mode of
amine whether the facts (which, from the filence of the #o<**#"&
noble Lord, I am to affune as admitted by him) are in
any refpect invalidated by the crofs examination of the
witnefles by other gentlemen.  And lattly, to explain
fuch circumftances, and anfwer fuch new and collateral
objettions, as have been pointed at in the fame crofs
examination, and were omitted, or only flightly noticed
in my opening, becaufe they did not exitt, or \were not
deemed poflible objects of blame or cavil. In purfu-
ing thele purpoits, 1 {hall confider the proofs precifely
in the order of the falis to which they are produced.

Though the firft circumftance I took notic® of in MY 1nfiauscion
opening, viz. my conduct i.pecting Sir Guy Carleton, :greah“.i,:f
was rather an infinuation than an allegation againft me, fivy by sir
I thought it right that it fhould be the firft overthrown & Curleton
by evidence; for while it remained in any degree of by his own
force, it gave a general tinge, as it was meant to do, “"denee
to my whole caufe. I could not but expect even the
virtuous prejudices of the human heart to be againft
me, whilflt it was poffible to be conceived that in ab-
fence of the commander in chief, to whom I had acted

fecond 5
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fecond; whofe attention I had conftantly experienced ;
and with whofe confidence 1 was then honoured 5 I had
practifed unmanly and adulatoty intrigue to fuperfede
him in a favourite obje¢t of command.—There are
few worfe modes of betraying a fuperior officer to be
found upon the records of difhonour; and whoever
refle@ts upon the degree of odium with which the moft
palliated acts of that {pecies 'ave Leen received by
mankind, will not wonder at, or condemn my impa-
tience, in applying my firft queftions to Sir Guv Carle.
ton to that particular objet.  Clzur as my ‘uitification
ftood by the letter fornierly referred to [Ie. bi.] 1 hall
be forgiven for obtaining, though with feme redundan-
cy, a full and fatsfatory confirmation of my inno-
cence, from the verbal teftimeny of the party whom [
was fuppofed to have injured.

Tt may be proper here to obferve, that the abovemen-
tioned afperfion, to which I have fo often adverted, and
at which [ have ftrove in vain for due terms to exprefs
my indignation, was not the only one caft upon me re-
fpe@ing Sir Guy Carleton.  When impartial and can-
did men revolted at the infinuation of my treachery,
my prefumption and infolence (a leffer but ftill a ca-
lumnious charge) was pointed out in that part of the
paper [ No. IIL 7 that treats of the force to be left in Ca-
nada, and the difpofition of it. Iam pleafed with the
queftions in the crofs examination of Sir Guy Carle-
ton, marking the preleribed diftribution of the troops,
&c. (38,39, 40, 41, 42, 43.) becaufe that enquiry af-
fords me an opportunity of juftifying myfelf in a point
which I have not taken notice of before. The pofts,
and the troops which I imagined would be neceflary to
occupy them, were fpecified merely to fhew that the
number of 3000 was indifpenfibly requifite for the de-
fence of the province. The whole of that detail con-
curred with General Carleron’s requifitions for reinforce-
ment, and with my reafoning upon thofe requifitions;
and when I affert, as I now do, that I never prcfumed
to fuggeft the neceffity or propriety of forming a detail

of
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of pofts (thus given for information) into precife or-
ders for the general upon the fpot, T am fure the fecre-
tary of ftate will no more contradict that affertion than
he has done any other I have made,

123

When in the fame paper I confidentially communi- No. 1.

cated my reafons for preic#ing certain corps to others,
I was atuated by the fame principle of offering every
opinion that could conduce to make the intended fer-
vice effectual. I thought it a juft claim in an arduous
undertaking, to have my own choice of the troops ; and
I am perfuuded Sir Guy Carleton never took ill of me,
either that claim, or a fubfequent one ia the fame pa-
per, of being held free from any imputation of delay,
till T fhould be clear of the province of Quebec. With
an unfeigned confidence in Sir Guy Carleton, I thought
it a precaution fully juftifiable, to fecure myfelf againft
others, in the numerous and complicated departments
under him, who might be found lefs equitable than
he is.

I know I have before complained of the production
of thefe fecret communications ; but after fo many
precedents as the laft Seffion furnifhied, of withholding
parts of correfpondences from Parliament, upon the
plea that they might affet individuals, the noble Lord’s
filence upon thofe complaints, gives me a right {till to
comment upon the finifter purpofes that are to be
afcribed to the production of that paper at length, ra-
ther than by extrad@. ‘Thofe purpofes were various;
but it muft be confeffed one, and only one, good effect
may refult from a review of them, viz. It may ferve
as a falucary caution to any officer, who fhall for the
future be admitted into confultation with the fame mi-
nifter, how he commits himflf by an opinion of men
and things.

The next point that I entered upon previoufly to my
narrative, was the tenor of my orders, and I belicve 1t
was generally expected that the noble Lord would have
taken fome notice of the fact I alledged, that every
difireiionary latitude which I had propofed was emj%’

while
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Remarks-  qyhilp the plan was in bis band. As his Lordthip had

ble clreu™ fo much commented upon the nature of peremptory or-
fpeltingthe ders, as a general queftion, in my abfence, it would
condruc:  have been fair in him to have reafoned upon them after
putenmy that important and dcciﬁ‘;e circumftance was laid
open. )
Thegenerst  The general idea of forcing a way to_Albany, which
opinion of che army at its outfet conceived, by reafoning upon the
wpon forc apparent principles of the campaign, without particis
;ZEAIU:::)}" pation of the letter of_' the orders is clear, _frqm the ge-
; neral tenor of the evidence. I withed, it 1s true, to
have heard more copioufly the fentiments of Sir Guy
Carleton, becaufe he had full participation of the or-
ders. From the terper and judgment that always di-
rect his condué, he declined giving an opinion at the
bar upon what might become a queftion in the Houfe,
But 1 have fince (upon requeft) received his permiffion
to publifh a letter from him to me, dated foon after the
Convention of Saratoga, which is in the Appendix No.
X. and with this reference I clofe my review of the
prefatory matter which [laid before the Committee.

Review of the firft Period.

Moft of the circumftances ftated in my Narrasive re-
fpetting the firlt period of the campaign, were, from
their nature, to be eftablithed by written teftimony;
and the papers No. VII. and VIIIL in the Appendix,
were added to thofe before produced for that purpofes
strength of but the returns of the troops, No. XI. are moreover
theamy: guthenticated by the proper official authority, the adju-

tant general, and the detail of the artillery, by the major

of brigade in that department. '
Proportion  From the evidence of the latter, is alfo confirmed
g artillery: all that I advanced refpeéting the opinion and recom-
C. Blom- mendation of Major General Phillips, for the propor-
ﬁ:fd;::;“' tion of artillery employed ; for the moderate quantity
§ of it, comparatively with the principles and practice
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other fervices, and for the great expe@ed ufe of artille-
ry in the country where we were to act.
Had thefe opinions been merely fpeculative, the in-
telligence of the perfons from whom they came would
have given them fufficient authority. But fortunately
they are verified by facts ; for it appears from a multi- Tpe yes of
tude of evidence, that the enemy made the true ufe of it. Captain
local advantages : ‘they fortified every pafs or proper f,1<,°:?::&,
poft : the nature of the country, and the neceflicy of 10t 17
keeping the banks of rivers, made it impoffible to turn
thofe pofts : had I wanted therefore artillery, I could
not have proceeded any given ten miles, but at a heavy Evidence of
expence of my beft troops. When it was found that Ld- Bilear-
I was provided with that forcible arm, the enemy inva- 113.5’14Tom19.
riably quitted their entrenchments, either to retreat, or
fight upon ground where they fuppofed artillery could
be leaft effectually employed. I am to thank the ho- Ld; Balar
nourable member, whatever his intentions might have :12;?;‘;“
been, who by his crofs examination placed the expedi- tion, quefe
ency of carrying the train I did, in fo clear a view. 9394
The only remaining fact of the firft period to which
verbal evidence is applicable, viz. The impoffibility of 4. Baicar-
following the encmy further than they were followed 1 quef 8.
in their precipitate retreat from Ticonderoga, is efta- rington,
blithed by Lord Balcarras and by Lord Harrington. quel- 4+

Review of the fecond Peried.

In entering upon the evidence which refpects the firft March from
tranfaction of the fecond period, viz. the march from Skencibo-
Skenefborough to Fort Edward, I cannot help obferv- Fors Edv
ing how much of the blame imputed to me has been var:
occafioned by mifreprefentation from perfons whofe bu-
finefs it was to decry my actions ; and by uncommon
miftakes in the geography of the country by thofe to Mitakesin
whom my aftions were mifreprefented. By the crofs §eoggehy:
examination of Lord Balcarras it muft be fuppofed, ras, qu. go.
that the perfons who fufpecied 1 erred.in not taking
the route by South Bay after the fuccefs at Ticonderoga,

did
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did not know where South Bay was. They feem
Qett o1 equally ignorant of the fituation of Pitch-pine Plains,
by the queftion immediately following the former one;
and it muft have been a furprife to the enquirers to fin
that the route which they were inclined to approve;
was precifely that which the main bedy of the army
took under me in perfon, and with fuch effe@, asto
come up with the rear of the enemy, and drive them
from their fortified poft at Skenefborough, with the
lofs on their part of five armed vefiels and all the reft
of their water-craft. v
But it may be faid, this part of the crofs-examing.
tion, though incomprehenfible in point of geography,
ftill applied to the queftion taken notice of in my nar-
rative, viz. “ Whether it would not have been more
“ expedient to return to Ticonderoga, and take the
*“ route by Lake George, than to proceed, as I did,
¢ by the Pitch Pine Plains to Fort Edward
I fhall not recapitulate the various motives I have
before ftated in fupport of that preference, having pub.
lickly in my favour the opinion of an officer fo en-
lightened in military fcience, and fo well acquainted
$irG.'Car- with the country as Sir Guy Carleton;* and never’
';,“;Z‘_ ¥ having heard a difference of opinion in any other offi-
cer of a like defcription, to reft much more upon a
{ubjeét fo fupported by reafoning and by fuccefs, might
be conftrued an attempt to divert the attention of my
Confidera- examiners from points lefs defenfible, 1 therefore fhall
gined by Only add two fhort remarks ; the one, that the fact of
the amy  gaining confiderable time by allotting the whole fer-
taking the ©. 3 o .
rome w Vice of the water-craft to the tranfport of provifions
fv::td E: and ftores over l.ake George, inftead of employing
Yo, ) great part of it for the tranfport of the troops is incon-
Capr. Mo- teftibly proved by the evidence of Captain Money and
:‘i‘g‘jf““' Lieutenant Colonel Kingfton : the other, that to have
Lieur. Col. reached Fort Edward with the troops fooner than_ the
P 25, 29th of July (the day that the firft embarkation of

¥ See alfo the Map of the Country.
provifions



REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE. 129

provifions artived at Fort George) would not only have
been ufelefs, but alfo highly impolitic; becaufe the
fubliftence of the troops at Fort Edward, before the
arrival of that embarkation, muft have been brought
by land carriage through much difficult road all the
way from Fort Anne, when, on the contrary, by re-
maining in the neighbourhood of Skenefborough till
the paflage of Lake George was effefted, exclufively of
the confiderations of covering the removal of the hofpi-
tal of Huberton, and alarming the Connecticut by the
pofition of General Reidefel’s corps, the army was com-
modioufly fupplied by water-carriage.

The next circumftance for examination, accorling
to the order of the Narrative, is the tranfport of the
magazines of provifions, &c. from Fort George ; and
it is highly incumbent upon me to fhew the difficultics
of that operation, becaufe, if they were avoidable, it
muft be acknowledged one of the principal erounds
upon which 1 vindicate the plan of the expedition to
Bennington will fail me.

But I am perfuaded, every candid examiner will firft
indulge me in a fhort paufe. It will be recollected, The char-
that this is the only part of the carapaign upon which & mee
the noble Lord has laid his finger, as judging it pro- Lt. Gene-
dudive of the fubfequent events. The crofs-exami- 2 <5
nation had already been prefled upon the fame ideas. part of the
Such want of knowledge of the nature of tranfport in “™F*&"
that country has been betrayed ; fo much prepofefiion
of unneceffary delays has appeared ; fuch emphafis of
queftion has attended every circumttance of my con-
dué at this period, that I fhall ftand acquitted of pro-
lixity if I preface the application of the fubfequent
evidence by a more comprehenfive and complete furvey Survey of
of the difficulties and anxieties of my firuation than I his éifical-
thought was neceflary before. anxieties.

The combination of arrangement for feeding the
army might, in fact, be ftated to have extended even p,eging ihe
to Ireland ; for fome part of the fupply depended upon army.
the viQualling fleet which was prepared in that country,

according
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according to my requifition before I left London, and
had not reached Quebec when the army took the field,
The tedioufnefs of the navigation from Quebec to the
mouth of the Sorel need not be again defcribed. The

" next embarraffment was to manage the conveyancé for

that part of the fupply which came from Montreal, and
which was much the greateft, without- interfering with
the tranfport which with equal neceflity was to be expe:
dited up the Saint Lawrence to Lake Ontario, for thi
fervice of Colonel St. Leger’s expedition, and the im-
menfe ftores (then neceflarily upon the move allo) for
the winter maintenance of the upper country. Tothefe
might be added 2 lift of chances and inconveniencies
incident to the carrying places between Chamblée and
Saint John’s; the uncertainty afterwards of the paffage
over Lake Champlain and Lake George; the labo.
rious and flow operations of drawing the boats over the
Ifthmus which divides the two lakes. Thele together
make a fyltem of embarrafiments and difappointments
hardly to be conceived by thofe who have not expe-
rienced them.

But although the whole of this arrangement (the fur-
nithing the upper country excepted) was made undet
my dircétion, I have been content to date my difficulties
from the lodgement of the fupplies at Fort George;
and I have touched the other parts only to fhew more
perfpicuoufly the unfairnefs of judging of an Americai
campaign upon Europran ideas.  How zealoufly foever
a geaeral, in fuch an undertaking as mine, may be
ferved by the chiefs of departments (and much praife
is due from me upon that fcore) for one hour he can
find to conteruplate bozw b: fhall fight bis army, be muf
allot twenty to contrive how to feed it

The behaviour of the Indiansis a circumftance too
material to be pafled over in a review of the anxieties in
this partof the campaign. Thad difcerned the caprice, the
fuperfiition, the felf-intereftednefs of the Indian character
from my firft intercourfe, even with thofe nations which
are fuppofed to have made the greateft progrefs towards

civilization:
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civilization : I mean with thofe called the domiciliated
nations near Montreal, I'had been taught to look upon
the remote tribes who joined me at Skenefborough as
more warlike; but a very little time proved that, with
equal depravity in general principle, their only pre-
eminence confitted in ferocity. The hopes I had placed
in their wild honour, and in the controul of their con-
duétors, which, as I ftated before, at firt had been
promifing, were foon at an end; and their ill humour
and mutinous difpofition were manifeft foon after my Lord Har-
arrival at Fort Xdward. The apparent caufes of their {257, 4
change of temper were the relentment 1 had fhewnétozs.
upon the murder of Mifs Macrea, and the reftraints I
had laid on their difpofition to commit other enormi-
mities; but I never doubted rthat their evil paffions
were fomented, and their defection completed by the
cabals of the Canadian interpreters.  Rapacity, felf-in-
tereft, and prefumption, are the charaéeriftics of thefe
men, with fome few exceptions. The acquifition of
the Indian language has ufually been a certain fortune
to a man with an artful head and a convenient con-
fcience. ‘

To check the old praétices of peculation in thefe
men, Sir Guy Carleton, with great judgment, had given
the fuperintendency of the Indian department to Major
Campbell and Captain Frazer, gentlemen of the higheft
integrity. The Britith officers employed folely in the
military conduct of that department, were alfo felected
with equal propricty. The interpreters had from the
firlt regarded with a jealous eye a fyftem which took
out of their hands the diftribution of Indian neceffaries
and prefents; but when they found the plunder of the
country, as well as that of the government, was con-
trouled, the profligate policy of many was employed to
promote diffention, revolt, and defertion.

I take this occafion to acquit Monfieur St. Luc of st Luc
any fufpicion of his being concerned in thefe factions ;
but I believe .he difcerned them. He certainly knew
that the Indians pined after a renewal of their accu-

K N flomed
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ftomed horrors; and that they were become as impa-
tient of his controul as of ail other, though the pride
and intereft of authority, and the affection he bore to
his old affociates, induced him to cover the real caufes
under various frivolous pretences of difcontent, with
which [ was daily tormented, but to which I conflantly
attended : and though I differed totally with Saint Luc
in opinion upon the efficacy of thefe allies, 1 invariably
took his advice in the management of them, even to
an indulgence of their moft capricious fancies, whea
they did not involve the dithonour of the King’s fervice
and the difgrace of humanity. The council of the
4th of Auguft was held at his prefling inftance; and
in that council, to my great aftonifhment (for he had
given me no intimatign of the defign) the tribes with
which he was moft particularly connetted, and for
whom he interpreted, declared their intention of re-
turning home, and demanded my concurrence and
affitance. The embarraffiment of this event was ex-
treme. By acquiefcing, I voluntarily relinquifhed part
of my force that had been obtained with immenfe
chaige to government, that had created high expec-
tation at home and abroad, and that indeed my own
army was by no means in condition to difpenfe with;
becaufe, depending upon the fuppofed affiftance of
this much over-valued race for fcouts and out-pofts,
and all the, lefler, but neceffary fervices, for giving
due repofe to the camp, the Britith light-infantry had,
been trained to higher purpofes: they were deftined
to lead in the general and decifive combats I expected
in the woods, and could not be fpa}éd, or rifked, or
harrafled, without palpable confequences of 'the moft
difagreeable kind.

" On the contrary, I was convinced a cordial recon-
ciliation with the Indians was only to be effeted by, a
renunciation of all my former prohibitions, and an indul
gence in blood and rapine, T had not a friend in the
department in whom I ¢could confide except Majot”
Campbell, Captain Frazer, and the other Britifh offi

2 . cerss
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cers: their ignorance of the Ianguages, and the very
probity of their charalters, rendered them of no weight
in Indian councils. An anfwer, neverthelefs, was to
be made upon the moment; and the part I took was
to give a firm refufal to their propofition, and to ad-
here to the controuls I had before cftablithed ; but,
with a temperate reprefentation of the ties of faith, of
generofity, and honour, to join every other argument
confiftent with thofe principles which I. could devife,
to perfuade and encourage them to continue their fers
vices.

This {peech appeared to have the defired effect.

The tribes nearelt home affetted to {eparate from the

others, and only prefled for permiffion to return in

parties to -gather in their harveft, propofing to relieve

each other; which was granted. Some of the remote

tribes alfo feemed to retract their propofitions, and
profefled a zeal for the fervice ; but the defertion took

place the next day by fcores, loaded with fuch plun-

der as they had collected; and it continued from day

to day, till fcarce a man that had joined at Skenef-
borough remained. This whole tranfaction, I aver, Lord Hare
was before the plan of Bennington was formed. It ::.gtlglrlt,’n.
appears. fo from the evidence produced upon the crofs iered to.
examination by the gentlemen to whom I am obliged 4 &
upon fo many occafions, for eludicating different fub-

jects; and the precife date could have been further
fupported 'by a memorandum of Sir Francis Clarke ;

but I thought thar reference fuperfluous in a mateer fo
notorious.

That Monfieur St. Luc, anxious for the credit of his
favourite troops, and invited by the propenfity he
found in the minifter to liften to any whifpered intel-
ligence, in contradiftion to that he received from the
General himlelf ; that, under thefe temptations, that
wily partizan fhould mifplace dates, and confound
caufes, neither furprifes nor offends me. With this:
expofition of fa&, I leave him in full poffeffion of
his petulancy refpecting my military talents; and am

K2 concerned
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concerned at no effe@s of his comments or commupi
cations, in the minifter’s clofet or in the news-papers*
except as they may have tended to fupport the general
{yftem of decepcion which has fo long and fo faally
influenced his Majefty’s advifers, The Indian prin.
ciple of war is at once odious and unavallmg-, and if
encouraged, 1 will venture to pronounce, its confe.
quences will be feverely repented by the prefent age,
and univerfally abhorred by pofterity.

But ta proceed to the furvey of other difficulties of
the time. Great attention was due to the managemen;
of the German troops. '

The mode of war in which they were engaged was
entirely new to them ; temptations to deferc were in
themfelves great, and had been enhanced and circu-
lated amang them by emiffaries of the enemy with
much art and induftry.  Jealoufy of predilection in
the allotment of pofts and feparate cammands ever
fubfifts among troaps of different flates; and a folid
preference of judgment in the commander in chief
often appears a narfow national partiality.

I confefs I was much affited in maintaining cor
diality in an army thus compofed, by the frank, fpirit.
ed, and honourable charatter 1 had to deal within
Major General Reidefe] ;—a charater which was very
early imp:cfed upon my mind, and which no trials of
intricacy, danger, and diftrefs, has fince effaced; but
addrefs was fhll requifitc to fecond his zeal, and w0
diffufe it through the German ranks; and I ftudied to
throw them into ficuations that might give them con

* One of thefe comments Lord George Germain thought pro-
per to ftute, in a fpcech in the Houle of Commons, His Lord:
fhip gave me a charatter in the werds ufed by Mr. St. Luc, ina
converfaticn between them.—*¢ 1l eft brave, mais lourd comme ui
¢t Allemznd.” s .
" “The letter alluded to was addrefled ta me from Canada, after:
Mr. St. Luc’s vovage from England. I do not know to whom the
duplicate was addrcfled, but he certainly was a perfon of diligencey
for it appeared in the news-papers the fame day I received the

original,
fidencg
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fidence in themfelves, credit with their prince, and
alacrity in the purfuit of an enterprife, which, when
its difficulties wete confidered, in fact required enthu-
fiafm.

Other patts of the alliance, though not liable to
fufpicion of treachery, like the Indians, nor of con-
fequence to be fo much attended to as the Germans,
neverthelefs had their perplexities.  "The Canadians,
were officered by gentiemien of great condition in their
country, but were not to be depended upon. Inftead
of the enterprifing and daring {pirit which diitinguifhed
the charafter of that people under the French govern-
ment, was {ubflituted a longing after home, the cffe&t of
difufe of arms and long habits of domeftic enjoy-
ments; and this difeale (mal de payz) is carried n
them to a greater proverbial extreme than in any other
people to whoin the term is more commonly applied.

It was nciher eafy to keep thefe people together,
nor to {upport the ideas of refpect which the enemy
entertained of them from the remembrance of the for-
mer war, The only manner of effeting the latter
purpofe was to thew them occalionally ar a diftance,
but rarely to commit them upon parties where they
were likely to fall in with the beft claffes of the Ran-
gers -oppefed to us: perhaps there are few better in
the world than the corps of Virginia Riflemen, which
acted under Colonel Morgan.

The Provincizl Corps, of which 1 had two in em- Provireial

bryo, and feveral detached parties, were yet a heavier ©®

tax upon time and patience. They were compoled of
profeffed Loyalifts, many of whom had taken refuge
an Canada the preceding winter, and others had joined
-as we advanced. The various interefts which influ-
‘enced their a&ions rendeted all arrangement of them
impralticable.  One man’s views went to the profit
which he was to enjoy when his corps fhould be com-
plete ; another’s, to the protection of the diftri¢t in
which he refided ; a third was wholly intent upon re-
wenge againft his perfonal enemies; and all of them

K3 were

L%

The Cana-
dian troops.
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were repugnant even to an idea of {ubordination,

Hence the fettlement who fhould att as a private man,

and who as an officer, or in whofe corps either thould

be, was feldom fatisfaCtorily made among themfelves;

and as furely as ic failed, fucceeded a reference to the

Commander in Chief, which could not be put by, o

delegated to another hand, without diffatisfaction, en-

creale of confufion, and generally a lofs of fuch fer-

vices as they were really fit for, wiz. {earching for cat-

tle, afcertaining the practicability of routes, clearing

roads, and guiding detachments or columns upon the
march.* ’

Such were the embarraffments of my mind, added

to the many neceflary avocations of command purely

military. Ic will likewife be remembered that Lieu-

. tenant Colonel St. Ledger was, at this time, before

e et Fort Stanwix : every hour was pregnant with critical

pafiments, events, The candid and unprejudiced, refleétifig upon

fuch a fituation, will check the readinefs of their cen-

fure: far be it from me to contend that I did not com-

mit many errors: I only hope to have proved, that

they are not thefe wiich have yet been fpecifically

pointed at, and whatever blame may be imputable to

me in other inftances, niy late examiners are not jultly

intitled to triumph on any of their difcoveries. p

fxgedition And now for the expedition to Bennington as it ftands

con. "B upon evidence. ' ' '

' The queftions upon the crofs examination are fo ex-

planatory of the hints which fell from the noble Lord

afterwards, that one would almoit imagine the hints

_*.1 would not be underftood to infer, that none of the Pro-
vincials with me were fincere in their loyalty ; perhaps many wert
fo. A few were of diftinguifhed bravery, among which it would
be unjutt not to particularize Mr. Fiftar, who fell at Benaingtony
and Capt. Sharwood, who was forward in every fervice of danget
to the end of the campaign. I only maintain that the interefls
and the paffions of the revolted Americans concenter in the caufé
?f the Congrefs ;' and thofe of the Loyalifts break and fubdivi_de'
Into various purfuits,” with which the caufe of the King has lit:
tie or nothing tode, - -

Leu . - . M werq

ot
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were originally defigned to precede. It will be regu-

lar for me, therefore, to confider them in that manner,

and, from the whole 1 am to colleé, that the faults Faulis fap.
meant to be eftablithed are, that I employed Germans ¥

to found the dilpofition of a country in which no Ger-

mans refided: that the mounting dragoons was un-
neceffary : thar the range given to the expedition was

too great: thar it was not originally defigned for Ben-
nington : that the force was inadequate.

In regard to the firlt of thefe charges, relative to the
employment of Germans, it would be wafte of time to Fault of
add to the full anfwer given by Lord Harrington. Co- Gufeiin®
lonel Kingfton has anfwered the queftion refpeéting the Lord Har-
mounting the dragoons; and morcover it will be re- guet, go.
membered, that the collecting horfes was by no means a L}‘(‘i‘:-_
confined to that fervice. They were requifite for carry- aon, quets
ing the baggage of the army, as exprefied in the in- 734t 137
ftruétions to Colonel Baume, to the amount of 1500,

This circumftance may have ftruck {fome gentlemen, as
confirming the idea that the baggage attending the

army was of enormous bulk. T requefl a fufpence of
judgment upon this article, till I come to the proper

place of explanation; and I revert to the part of the

charge which feems of moft importance, viz. the ex- Seethaln-
tent of the march, as defcribed in the Inftructions, ts i mer
compared with the ftrength of the detachment, &e. papers re-

It can hardly efcape obfervation, what ftrength to ﬁfm,';",,ggmn
my defence upon this point may be derived {rom ad- Ne-XIL
vocates who were not expected to appear in my behalf.

For I take fupport from the noble Lord himfelf, and
all who have believed in his late affertions, or adhered
to his favourite doétrines, by pleading that I undertook
the expedition to Bennington upon report, ftrengthened
by the fuggeltion of perfons of long experience and re-
Sideace in America ; who had been prefent on the [pot
when the rebellion broke gut , and whofe information had
been much refpefted by the adminiftration in England ;
that the friends to the Britifh caufe were as five to one,
and that they wanted only the appearance of a protelding
. K4 S foree

i
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force to fhew themfelves. Some criticifers upon the
adequacy of the force 1 employed, may defert the
"The grouna CaUTE of the noble Lord ; but will He maintain, that
of theun- g recruit of force from the enemy’s country was a
Srmes > wild expectation, when the recruiters, provincial co.

fupporied  lonels, governors, land proprietors, and popular leaders
e, of the party who glory in the defignation of Tory,
of Lord G. were upon the fpot, and perfonally interefted in the
Germain. 1ovies ? He muft {urely ftand forth my advocate in this
point, or entirely forget the reafoning he held to Sir
William Howe, when without the advantages of fuch
recruiters ; againft the belief of the General himfelf;
unprepared to repair the difappointment, if difappoint-
ment enfued, in a meafure of {o much more magnitude,
and fo much lefs real encouragement, He referred to that
expedient of recruiting from the enemy, what he had
not ftrength to fupply from the national troops.*
This I muflt infift is an unanfwerable defence, with
refpect to the noble Lord, and thofe who think with
him ; for it is ftri¢t and pofitive coincidence with their
opinions, paft and prefent—and if T faid it will befo
with thofe to come, my prophecy would be authorized
by the conviftion and triumph which Mr. Galway’s
evidence, refpetting the loyalty of the Americans,
feemed to produce in the parties to whom I allude.
But in due refpect to other judges, it is incumbent
upon me to ftate a more ferious defence.
As Licutenant Colonel Kingfton cannot prove juri-
dically that the rough draft of the defign which ended

* In aletter from Lord George Germain to Sir William Howe,
dated May 28, 1777, after acknowledging that the force for the cam-
paign would be thort of the General’s requifitions, is the following
paragraph: !
[ If_ we may credit the accounts which arrive from all quarters,
relative to the good inclinations of the inhabitants, there i
every reafon to expe@ that your fuccefs in Penfylvania will
enab}c you to raife from among them fuch a force as may be
fufficient for the interior defence of the prevince, and leave the
army at liberty to proceed to offenfive eperations.”

_ The whole of the letter, from which the above is an extrafh
18 curious,and may be feen in the Parliamentary Regifter, No, 68
n

€
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1 the affair of Bennington was the fame which was de-
livered by General Reidefel, and I am unwilling upon
memory to incur a poflibility of miftake, even in an
Immaterial circumflance that refpects an abfent friend,
Tam content it fhould be confidered as an vncertainty,
and I drop all ufe that could be drawn from the original
compofition. It will fully an{wer my purpole to adhere
to the bare affertion which I am fure will never be con-
tradicted, that Major General Reidefel originaliy con-
ceived an expedition for the purpofe of mounting his
dragoons, and fupplying the troops in general with
baggage-horfes; that I thought his idea might be ex-
tended to much greater ufe, and that the plan was con-
fidered, amended, and enlarged, in concert with him.
Therefore upon the abftract ground and reafon of the
m@afure, I might urge, that it was fupported by naked
military principle, according to the fentiments of a
general of great natural talents, and long fervice under
the firft mafters of the age. It is proved, that the
fame fentiments were ratified by the full approbation of

137

Major General Phillips, an officer of fimilar delcrip- Lieat, €6ty
tion, to whom the plan was communicated ; and if a KingBep'y

fingle part of the {ame plan, mentioned to be at firft 3*%

difapproved by Brigadier General Frafer, continued to
be {o after explanation, that difapprobation did not
appear. Indeed the utmoft that can be drawn from
the evidence of Lieutenaat Colonel Kingfton, or any
other witnes, amounts to no more than an implied
wifh in the Brigadier to have conduéted the expedition
at the head of his diftint corps. It was the fatt.
Devoted to glory, and prodigal of life; earneft for
the general fuccefs of the campaign, and particularly
anxious for every plan adopted by the man he loved,
he grudged a danger or care in other hands than his
own. It was not envy or dilparagement of the Ger-
man troops, but zeal and impatient for employment,
that influenced his predilettion for the Britith. 1
honoured the principle, while I reftrained ir; and I

referved his ardour and judgment for a fecond move-
' ‘ ment,
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ment, which required thofe qualities much more than
the expedition to Bennington did, according to any in-
telligence or appearance of things at the tiine. It will
be obferved from the evidence, that the whole of Bri-
gadier Frafer’s corps was thrown over the river, and ac-
tually pofted at the opening of the plain near Sararoga,
when Colonel Baume marched ; and the defign was, up-
on the firlt news of Baume’s fuccefs, to have pufhed
that corps to take poffeffion of the heights near Still-
water, and to have intrenched there, till the army and
the provifion could have joined, by which means the
whole country on the weft fide the river, to the banks
of the Mchawk, would have been our own.

But moreover it is to be obferved,” that Major Gene-
ral Reidefel was far from being ignorant, as has been
fuggefted, of the nature of the country, or the profef-
fions of the inhabitants. He was juft returned from
commanding a detached corps at a confiderable di-
ftance from the main army, in the very heartof the
country from which the enemy’s force at Bennington
was afterwards fupplied. He ipoke the Englith lan-
guage well ; he was aflited by many natives of the beft
nformation,

It is evident, that the brave but deceived officer who
commanded the detachment, was induced to deviate
from the cautions preferibed in the inftrutions. A
plan, drawn by an engineer upon the fpot, is added to
the evidence produced to the committee, to thew more
clearly where that deviation happened. It appears alfo
in proof, that the meafures taken to relieve Colonel
Baume, upon the news of his difficulty, were the moft
fpeedy thot could be ufed, and would have been timely,
had not Colonel Brieman’s march been more tardy than
could have been fuppofed poffible. I take the fact as
ﬁgted_ in his own account, without impeaching his cre-
dit with regard to the obftacles he defcribes. But as 2
farther vindication of the intelligence and principle
upon which the original ftrength of the detachment
was framed, and the mere accident which made even

errog
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error poffible, I requeft admiffion for the proof of a
new fat which I did not know it was in my power to
bring, till after Captain Money had left the bar of the
Houfe of Commons ; and as I was precluded from
calling him a fecond time, by the abrupt clofe of the
proceedings, I had no other way of laying it before the
public, than by ftating the queftion in writing, and re-
quiring his authority to publith the anfwer, which I ob-
tained, and they are as follows:

Q. Do vou know any circumftance refpetting an un-
expeted reinforcement received by the rebels at Ben-
nington near the time of the a&lon ?

A. “ Afew days after 1 was prifoner in the rebel
¢ camp, fome of their officers told me, that it was a
¢« providential circumftance, that General Starks was
* coming through Bennington with 1200 militia of the
¢ New-Hampthire Grants, to join their main army
¢ near Albany, for the guard on the provifion at Ben-
nington did not amount to more than 400 men; and
thaton his hearing of a detachment of our army being
only four or five miles from him, he with the ouard
and what militia could be colleted in the nemhbour-
hood, attacked and defeated the dctatchment, as
well as the reinforce nent that were on their march
to join them. The rebel officers alfo informed me,
and I have feen accounts that agree with what I then
« heard, that during the ation General Starks was
<« ¢ luckily’ joined by Colonel Warner with a confi-
derable body of men. I have frequently heard our
officers {ay that were in this action, that had Colonel
Baume retreated four miles, and recroffed the river
he paffed the day before, and taken poft there, when
he found by information he could not proceed and
had wrote for a reinforcement, he would have met
Colonel Brieman coming to his affiftance, and would
 not have rifqued the lofs of his corps, which by his
¢ inftruétions were fo ftrongly recommended, as not
even to rifque a confiderable lofs. This, Sir, is as
¢ nearly as poﬁiblc the anfwer I fhould have given h l:

(13 the
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t¢ the queftion been afked me in the Houfe of Con:
¢ ponsi—J. Money.”

This piece of evidence will ferve to thew that it was not
the fuccefs of the rebels at Bennington thar animated the
militia to aflemble, and march in the caufe of the Con<’
grefs 5 and he muft be of fteady faith indeed in Ame-
tican loyalty who can foppofe much of it really exifted
iri the eountry of the Hampthire Grants (howfoever it
had been affected and profeffed) when he reflelts, not
only that General Starks arid Colonel Warner were not
oppofed in colletting their men, though my army, then
in a tide of fuccefs, were near at hand ; but alfo that
#i6t a loyalift was found earneft enough to convey me
intelligence,

It will likewife appear, from this piece of eviderce, -
when compared with the map of the country and the
difpofition of the troops, that had not the accidental
paffage of the detachments under Starks and Warner,
been exceedingly critical, it cculd not have availed.—
Forty-eight hours fooner, they would have joined Ge-
fieral Gates; and he would hardly have detached them,
or any other part of his force, back to Bennington,
cven though he had heard of a movement to my left;
becaufe he muft have known that the whole of Frafers
cotps lay ready to march rapidly upon him from my
tight.—Farty-eight hours later, the blow would have
been ftruck ; and the ftores, confifting of live cattle,
and flower, with abundant carriages to convey it, would
have been out of reach.

Anather reflection will be apt to arife in {peculative
fiiinds upon this fubjed, viz. on what nice chantes de-
pends the reputation of an officer who alts under felfith
and ungenerous employers ! Such men not only with-
hold the fair protection that would arife from an expla-
nation of his motives, but are the firft to join the cry
of the uninformed multitude, who always judge by
events. ‘Thus every plan receives a colouring 1n the
extreme ; and is denominated (often with equal injus
ftice) a fatal error or a brilliant enterprize.

But
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Bue it ftill may be faid, the expedition was not ori- €nfs exa-
ginally defigned againft Bennington, 1 really do noc‘f},‘r’;'ﬁ’;ff
fee to what it could tend againft me, if that fuppofition ringws, 6,
were in a great degree admitted.  That fome part of‘89‘
the force was defigned o act there, will not be difputed
by any who read Cclonel Baume’s inftructions, and con=
fult the map.,  The blame or merit of the delign alto-
gether, muit reft upon the mortives of expediency ; and
1wis of liifle confequence whether the firft and pringi-
pal direétion was againft Bennington, or Arlington, cr
any other diftri¢t, as my intelligence might have varied
refpecting the depefits of corn and cattle of the enemy,
At the fame rime I wpft obferve it is begging the que-
fiton, to argue that Bennington was not the real, origi-
nal objuct, becaufe Bennington was not mentioned in the
draft c¢f inftructions, A man muft indeed be void of
military and political addrefs, to put upon a paper a
critical defign, where furprize was in queftion, and eve-
ry thing depended upon fecrecy,  Though it were true,
that I meant only Bennington, and thought of nothing
lefs than the progrefs of the expedition, in the extent
of the order, I certainly would nat now affirm 11, be-
caufe T could not prove it and becaufe it would feem,
that I fearched ror remete and obfcyre juftification, nog
relying upon that which was manifeft ; but furely there
is nothing new or improbable in the idea, that a general
fhould difguife his rea) intentions at the outfet of an ex-
pedition, even from the officer whom he appointed 1o
execute them, provicded a communication with that of-
ficer was certain and not remote,

This review of the affair of Bepnington, tho’ long,

I truft will not be deemed mifplaced ; -and from the dif-
ferent parts of it, [ think, will clearly be eftablithed the
few following alertions :

tft. Thatthe defign upon Bennington was juftified
by the circumftances of the time,

2d. That there was no reafon to fuppofe the force of
the enemy there greater than what the detachment was
adequate to defeat.

3d. That
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3d. That when the force was difcovered to be greater,
the ill confequences would have been avoided had not
Colonel Baume deviated from his inftructions, by com.
mitting his regular force in the woods inftead of forti-
fying a poft in the open country, and exploring the
woods-only with the Indians, Capadxans, and Provinci-
als, fupported by Captain Frafer’s corps, who were
complete mafters of fuch bufinefs.

4th, That after Colonel Baume had committed that
error, it would have been retrieved had Colonel Brie-
man’s reinforcement accomplifhed their march in the
time they ought to have done,

sth. That the ftrength of the enemy was merely ac-
cidental.

And, as a final obfervation, I will add, that when a
minifter ftates 2 common accident of war, independent
of any general action, unattended with any lofs that
could 2ffeét the main ftrength of the army, and litde
more than the mifcarriage of a foraging party, to have
been fatal to a whole campaign, of which he had di-
rected the progrefs and apportioned the force, he makes
but an ill compliment to his own judgment.

Dificalty  The next clafs of proofs in regular progreffion, ap-
:fm':grz:ﬁ plies to the difficulty of bringing forward a magazine
after the  Of provifion, after the difappointment of obtaining live
Gfspoint ftock and flower at Bennington, It has been thewn,

ment at

Bennington by the evidence of Captain Money, Licutenant Colonel

Lieut. Col, 1, : . e .

Kingtten, Kingfton, and the authentic memorandums ‘of Sir Fran-

% 2431 cis Clarke, thatearly in the month of Auguft it was no
eafy tafk to fupply the daily confumption of the army.
Our powers were afterwards, in fome degree, encreafed
by the arrival of more contraét horles, acquifitions of
more ox-teams from the country, ang the great vigi
lance exerted in the departments of the quarter-mafter~
general and infpetor, whofe affiftants had been aug-
mented. :

A ‘minute inveftigation of this operation, Iam fenfible,
swill be thought dry, and perhaps unneceffary, by gene-
ral readers—they will pafs it over—but there are th(;{c'

wha
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who have laid much ftrefs upon a wafte of time, and
who take delight in tracing the {mall parts of a fub-
ject with ferupulous exadtnefs, ' With fuch it is my du-
ty, as a perfon on my defence, to enter into detail, and
I will lay my ground in the queftion put to Captain Mo-
ney in his ¢rols-examination and his an{wer.
Q. Why did the army remain from the 16th of
Auguft to the 13th of September before they croffed
the Hudfon’s-River to engage the rebels at Still-
¢ water?”
A. * To bring forward a fufiicient quantity of pro-
vifions and artillery, to enable the General to give up
¢ his communication.” -
With all the powers of conveyance poffible to be cape. Mo.
muftered, Captain Money computes (and his computa- ney, 920 5
tion tallies nearly with the table formed by the commif- general e

<

13

(<3

t ! general aca
fary-general) that five days provifion, viz. four for un °[f
s . . . e efforts
forming the magazine, and one for daily confumption, ufed fee che
was the moft that could be conveyed at once. fame evi-
. . . from quett,
To bring this to an average I will affume only twoizto2;.

days for accidents of weather, roads, fatigue of cattle,
breaking of carriages, and other common difappoint-
ments : this is much lefs time than according o the
evidence might be allowed, and upon This computation
it would take ten days to convey the magazine to Fort
Edward only. The ftage from thence to the encamp-
ment and intended depolitary muft not be computed by
diftance but by impediments, The rapids of the river
and the different carrying-places have been deferibed by
the witnefles, and it refults thar this f{tage was much
longer in point of time than the former one. It was
not poflible to keep the tranfports going at both ftages
togéther for the ten days mentioned, becaufe there were
not boats in the river fufficient tor mare than the daily
{upply ; nor could they have been conveyed there in
thar time by any poflible means, for ticle reafons; the
boat carriages, which were of aconflruétion fimilar to
timber carriages uled in Lingland, we e only twelve in
number, and each carriage employed fix horfes or four

oxen
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oxen to draw it ; and could any other means of draft
for boats over land have been contrived, or cattle have
been fupplied from the artillery, or any other depart-
ment, all would have been ufelefs ; becaufe the boars
themfelves, to a greater amount than thofe above fpe.
cified, were wanting till after the whole of the provifion
tranfport between Ticonderoga and Fort George, upon
which they were employed, was finifhed, and it had
barely kept pace fo as to fupply the land traniport be-
tween Fort George and Fort Edward. ‘

I defire only an allowance of fifteen days for the
carriage over the fecond ftage, and it wiil thus take, in
the whole, twenty-five days to form the magazine
alone.

I claim no additional allowance of time for con-
veying one hundred boats, at leaft, through the diffi-
culties of land and water, in the two ftages, but com-
prife that labour among the reft of the laft fifteen days.
Tt muft be neverthelefs obferved, that even this num.
ber was fhort of what was wanting, and, to fave time,
all the artificers were employed in building fcouls
(fourteen of which were finithed during the tranfport)
to make water craft, in the whole fufficient to carry
the magazine forward, after the communication fhould
be at an end. The new caulking the boats, though
indifpen{ibly neceffary to great part of them, after paf-
fing the lakes loaded, and afterwards being fhaken
and damaged by land carriage, is another work which
1 throw into the laft fifteen days of the tranfport, or
into the fubfequent four days, which muft at the leaft’
be allotted for loading the magazines, and arranging’
the order of its proceeding both in refpect to naviga.'
tion and defence. This was committed to very expert
naval officers, and was matter of no trivial concern, or
€aly execution. '

The whole bufinefs, according to the above repre-
fentation and calculation, both which are founded
upon evidence, would have taken twenty-nine days:
twenty-feven only were employed, viz, from Augzi;
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the 16th to September the 13th.  The exertions in fa&
outwent the calculation ; and I challenge the moft mi-
nute fpeculatifts to try the time and the powers we
pofitfled, by every poffible diftribution of carriages
and cattle, different from that which was practifed,
and I will venture to fay none will be found lefs
dilatory,

It appears clearly in proof, that no impediment to
this tranfport was occafioned by the interference of the
artillery ; but it has been implied by fome queftions in
the crofs examinations, that if the artillery did not in-
terfere with the tranfport, the tranfport ought to have
interfered with the artillery, and that by appropriating
their horfes to the provifion train, much time might
have been faved.

It might be a fufficient anfwer, that the artillery,
for the reafons I have before afligned, was not to be
difpenfed with, and confequently the horfes were to be
preferved; but I befides have thewn, that they could
not have been of ufe to the tranfport of the boats; and
to fatisfy every {cruple, and to thew how miftaken
they are who fuppofe an advantage was to be obtained
by the employment of artillery-horfes to convey pro-
vifions, I now offer to their refleftion the additional
fact, that they could have been of no avail, becaufe
we had neither carts nor pack-faddles, more than were
in ufe already. .

That the baggage of the army was an impediment to ;';’;';'gtéaffl'
the tranfport, is another accufation clearly confuted by« 5 !f°3
the united evidence of Lieutenant Colonel Kingfton and e
Captain Money *. 122 to 170,

: Having

#* In juftice to the officers who are fuppofed to have difobeyed
orders, in refpet to the bulk of it, it may be neceffary to take fome :
notice (and this is the proper place) of the error of making that fup-

pofition upon the direétions given to Col. Baume for proguring 1300
hosfes for that fpecific ufe.

1 believe the loweft allowance of bat horfes ever made to an army
was as follews :

L To
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Having thus thewn that the tranfpott of provifions

and other ftores, for about thirty days, was effetted in

Quetion the morteﬁ time p9fﬁb]e, i't now becomes neceffary to
mave. whe. €Xamine the queftion, which has been very much can-
ther the ar- vaffed in print; and by the.crofs examination appears
™y MER ¢ have made impreffion upon fome gentlemen; whe.
Kf:::hdmthg this preparation might not have been difpenfqd
withsse  with, and the army have rcached Albany by a rapid
fores?  march, the foldiers carrying upon their backs a fuffis

ciency of provifion to fupport them during the.time ?

To a field officer - - 3 per battalion 6
A captain - . 2 do. 12
A fubaltern - . 1 do. 16
A furgeon and mate - 2 do. 2
A chaplain . - 1 do. ¥
A quarxermaﬁer - - 1 do. 1
For carrying the company’s tents, 2 horfes

to each company - do. 16

Total per battalion 54 .
N. B. This calculation was made upon eight companies toa
battalion, in which two field officers companies are included,
The hotfes for the five Britifh battalions of the line, upon

«=leulaticn, amount to - - 250
General Frafer’s corps, reckoned to be equal to four bat-

tations - - - 216
Five German batralions, at 7o horfes per battalion, that

Ucing the difference in proportion to their ftrength 350
Breyman’s corps - - 100

——

Total for the regiments of the regulars 936

S TATFF.

Fwo major generals - - 12

Four brigadiers - - 16

Britith qnartermafter general, and his afliftants 12

German ditto - . 12

The hofpital - - 30
Total of ftaff - — 82

IRREGULARS.

Canadians, Indians, and Provincials - 200

Artificers - - - 50
Total of irregulars 250
Receapitulation of the whole diftribution - 1268

It
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Tt is very natural for men of all defcriptions, to ldeaofsra-
epply the idea of a rapid march to a diftance of fifty pid merch.
miles, for it is not more meafuring in a ftreight line
from Fort Edward to Albany, and it will be proper to
confider the principle and praéticability of fuch march,
with refpeét to two diftinét periods, the one before,
the other after the attempt upon Bennington.

With refpet to the firft, it will be remembered,
that in the ttate the roads then were, and with the re-
fources then to be employed, no provifion before-hand
was attainable. Therefore, to have brought the plan
of arapid advance within the compafs of a pofiibility,
the operation muft have begun by marching the whole
rapidly backward, in order to load the men with their
packs of provifions. How the troops, zealous as
they were, would have relithed a ftep fo uncommon
in its nature, and productive of fo much unexpected,
fatigue, particularly how the Germans would have
been fo perfuaded of the neceflity as to have under-
taken it with good will, cannot be afcertained.

But thefe doubts apart, it remains to be confidered,
Lhow the troops were to pafs two very large rivers,
the Hudfon and the Mohawk, without previous pro-
vifion for a bridge, or water-craft for conveying large

‘bodies at once. Every conceflion a fanguine projetor

can defire fhall be made upon this point alfo ; the con-
trivance of rafts, bound together by twigsand ftrips of
bark, asin fact was practifed at th's very period for the
paflage of Frafer’s corps over Hudfon’s River, fhall
be admitted equally practicable for the whole army ;
and in argument be it trufted to chance to pafs the
,Mohawk in the fame way ; or fhould it fail, let re-
courfe be had to the ford, which is known to be prac-
ticable, excep? after beavy rains, near Schenetady,
about fifteen miles from the mouth of the river.

Thefe conceffions granted, we will fuppofe.the army
on the bank of the Hudfon®s River, where they after-
wards paffed it,

L The
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The idea of a rapid march will of courfe be exempt
from all thought of perfonal incumbrances (provifion
exempted) and the foldier will ftand reprefented in the
imagination, trim and nimble as he is feen at an exer-
cife in an Englith encampment—Indecd it is neceffary
he fhould be confidered in that form ; for nuthing can
be more repugnant to a project of rapidity, than the
foldier’s load, were he to carry all the articles belonging
to him in a campaign.*

But it may be faid, and with truth, that troops are
ufually relieved from a confiderable part of this burthen,
and many examples of this relief may be brought from
the general cuftom of fervice, and from many move.
ments of General Howe’s army in particular—nay
more, it was a frequent pra€tice of the very army in
queftion, to march free from knapfacks and camp equi-
page. The Wigwam, or hut confiructed of boughs,
may be made a very wholfome fubflitute for a tent;
and when victual can be cooked before hand, even the
camp kettle for an expeditious march may be laid afide.
All thefe examples are admitted: but they all imply
conveniencies for the feveral articles to follow, and
to be broughr up in due time. In our cafe they muft
have been loft irrecoverably.

Will it be argued, that fome medium might have
been devifed ? And although it were impoffible, con-
fittently with the idea of rapidity, to carry forward
more provifion than for bare fuftenance during the
march, yer carts might have been found fufficient to
carry the men’s knapfacks, and camp kettles, and
other indifpenfible articles ? This fuppofition would -
betray a great ignorance of the country. From Sara-

* They confift of a knapfack, containing his bodily neceffaries,
a blanket, a haverfack with provifions, a carteen, a hatchet, and
a fifth fhare of the general camp equipage belonging to his tent.
Thefe articles (reckoning the provifion to be for four days) added
to his accoutrements, arms, and fixty rounds of ammunition, make
a bulk totally jncompatible with combat, and a weight of about
fixty pounds.

toga
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toga to Albany there 1s only one road pra&icable for
wheel carriage. There are many places where by de-
firoying the bridges over deep gulhes which difcharge
themfelves into the main river, a paflage would be
rendered impatiable, not unly for a wheel carriage, but
a horfe. There are others where the road is bounded
by the river on one fide, and by almoft perpendicular
alcents covered with wood on the other. Here the
very fhort work of felling a few trees would ftop all
paffage. The expence of time to remove thefe cb-
ftructions, or to make new roads, would have brought
famine. All notion, therefore, of conveying any
articles more thaa could be carried upon men’s thoulders
mulft ceafe. The notion of artillery, even the fmalleft
pieces, muft alfo ceafe of courfe, not even a little
ammunition-tumbril could have found its way.—An
eafy facrifice to the theorifts, who have maintained
the inutility of artillery : but any officer who has feen
the ground of this fuppofed march, would point out a
dozen pafles, not to {peak of the paflage of the Mo-
hawk, where, ftrengthened with abattis and fuch other
works as the rebels are expertin making in a few hours,
five hundred militia would ftop for a time, ten times
their number of the beft troops in the world who had
not artillery to affift them.

Having ftated thefe objections to the principle of a
rapid march, let us now, from the knowledge that
has been fince obtained of circumftances, confider what
would have been the certain confequences of the at-
tempt.

Thofe who are acquainted with the capricious work-
ings of the tempers of men, will not wonder at the
difficulty of prevailing upon a common folder in any
exigency to hufband his provifions. In a fettled camp,
the young foldier has very fhort fare on the fourth day
after delivery: but upon a march in bad weather and
bad roads, when the weary foot {lips back at every ftep,

and a general curfe is provoked at the weight that caufes -

the retardment, he muft be a patient veteran, and of
L3 much

149



150

REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE.

much experience in fearcity, who is not temped to
throw the whole contents of the haverfack into the
mire, He feels the prefent incumbrance grievousw
Woant is a day remote.—¢ Let the Geaeral find a fup.
ply: it is the King’s caufe and the General’s intereft
—he will never let the foldier be ftarved.”

This is common reafoning in the ranks, T ftate
it for thofe who have not feen fatiguing fervice, and
may have a judgment to form upon it. It need not
be applied to the prefent confideration ; for had the
march taken place at the time it ought to have done,
upon the principle of the defenders of that {cheme,
the time that Frafer’s corps firft paft the river upon the
bridge of rafts, wafte would only have confpired to
accomplith in zhree days a ruin that with the beft huf-
bandry would have been inevitable in fix : for the fame
fall of rain which it has been :ewn in evidence attu-
ally carried away the bridge a very few days after it
was conftructed, necefiarily mude the ford of the
Mohawk for an advance, and every ford of the Hud-
fon’s River for a return, impaffable. It hardly need
be noticed, that a flood muft have made any ufe of
rafts, could they have been timely obtained, equally
impra&icable. The army, therefore would have be-
come vitims to famine, without a blow, or a fingle
effort of the enemy. Saratoga muft have been the
anticipated fcene of furrender, witheut other condi-
tions than the mercy of fuftenance ; the whole force
of Mr. Gates would have been loofe to co-operate with
Mr. Wathington, with the fineft feafon of the cam-
paign bzfore them ; and the General of the northern
army, without a thadow of profeflional defence, and
precluded from the plea ufually fo perfuafive, that he
fought hard before he failed, muft have met the cen-
fure of his Sovercign and a juftly offended country, -
with none to fupport him but the prefent advocates of
a rapid march. Could his dependence have been fure
even upon them ? Would they not rather have adhered
so their oppofite and original fyftem (for firange as it

4 15,
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is, the fame men have fupported both) and have afferted,
that it was extreme rathnefs to crofs the Hudfon’s
River at ali ? . ‘

If what [ have faid in objetion to the principle and
pradicability of a rapid march to, Albany, previous to
the attempt upon Bennington, has wxweight, very litdle
need be added on the fubjeCaferwards, isecavic every
objedtion will multiply upon the mind of che moft
curfory obferver. I thall only call the attention to a
very few cflential circumftances. The eremy wes in
force ; a proof of his bei-g fo is, thar Mr. Gates
quitted his pofition behind the Mohawk, which wa
his ftrongeft, ard advanced to Stillwater,  The force
found at Bennington upon the march from the Hamp-
fhire Grants to the muin army, proved the vicour and
alacrity of the enemy in thar country. The circum-
ftances of the ation at Bennington eftablithed a yet
more melancholy conviction of tue fallacy of any de-
pendence upon fuppofed friends. The noble Lord has
faid, that « I never defpaired of the campaign bLefore
the affair of Bennington ; that I had no doubt of gain-
ing Albany in as fhort a time as the army (in due con-
dition of fupply) could accomplith the march.” 1
acknowledge the truth of the affertions in their fuilett
extent ; all my letters ar the time fhew it. I will go
further, and in one fenfe apply with the noble Lord
the epithet ¢ fatal” to the affair of Beanington. The
knowledge I acquired of the profeffors of loyalty was
¢ fatal,” and put an eud to every expectation from en-
terprize unfuftained by dint of force. It would have
been excels of frenzy to have trufted for fuftenance to
the plentiful region of Albany. Had the march thither
been practicable in all refpecls, and even unappofed,
(which nobody will think would have been the cafe)
the enemy finding the Britifh army unfupplied, would
only have had to compel the Tories ta drive the cattie
and deftroy the corn or the corn miils, and theconven-
tion of Albany inftead of Saratoga muft have foilowed.
Would the Tories have riten ? Why did they not rife

L 4 ' round
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round Albany and below it, at the time they found
Mr. Gates’s army increafing by {eparate and diftiné
parties from remore diftances ? They were better qua-
lified by their fituation to catch the favourable moment
than I was to advife it. 'Why did they not rife in that
populous and as fuppofed well affected diftrict, the
German Flats, at the time St. Leger was before Fort
Stanwix ? A critical infurre€tion from any one point of
the compafs within diftance to create diverfion, would
probably have fecured the fuccefs of the campaign.

€ol.St.Le- Bt to revert to the increafe of reafons againft a rapid

sx‘:;sxl;:;"' march after the affair of Bennington. It was then alfo
known, that by the falfe intelligence refpecting the
firength of Forr Stanwix, the infamous behaviour of
the Indians, and the want of the promifed co-operation
of the loyal inhabitants, Lieut, Col. St, Leger had
been obliged to retreat, The firft plaufible motive in
favour of hazardous hafte, the facilitating his defcent
of the Mohawk, was thus at an end. The profpe&
of finding the enemy difperfed, it has before been
thewn, was over.

The impoffibility of preferving a communication
was alfo evident. Was the army to have proceeded to
a&ion without hofpital ftores, as well as without
victual ? The general who carries troops into fire with-
out precautions to alleviate the certain confequences,
takes a fure fiep to alienate affe@tions, and deftroy the
ardour of the foldier—he exalts more than human
fpirit can furnifh. Men need not be habituated to
fields of battle to be convinced of this truth, Let
the mind reft for a moment on the objeéts which will
rife within it after the mention of aion, and then
refleét, there is not a mattrafs for broken bones, nor
a cordial for agony and faintnefs. They who talk of
thefe rapid marches, fuppofe no oppofition, or no fuf-
fering in confequence of oppofition., The hundreds of
wounded men to be cruelly abandoned (if the reft
could be prevailed upon to abandon thofe whofe cafe
might the next day be their own) make no part of the

’ ' 2 ' gon-
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confideration of thefe gentlemen of precipitate imagi-
nations. But officers who are refponfible to God and
their country for the armies they condut, cannot eafily
overlook fuch objects ; and muft be patient at leaft till
a few hundred beds, and a proper proportion of me-
dicine and chirurgical materials, can be brought up
for troops that are to fight as well as to march.

The confideration of rapid movement has run into
much length : the ftrefs laid upon it in the crofs-exami-
nation, was the caufe. I beg leave very thortly to re-
capitulate the principal points, and thall then difmifs
it to the public judgment, withont great apprehenfion
of having it renewed even in fpeculation.

Had a proper flore of live cartle been obtained by
the expedition to Bennington, (and by the bye it will
be remembered, that had the loyalifts of the country
been really of the number and defcription reprefented,
that acquifiion might have been made without an
action) all the carriages might have been appropriated
{olely to the conveyance of flour, hofpital accommoda-
tions, entrenching tools, and other abfolute neceffaries ;
and a rapid march to Albany might have been hazarded.

After the expedition to Bennington had failed of
that great purpofe, had a garrifon for Ticonderoga
been attainable from Canada, and the force then at
Ticonderoga been brought forward, to eftablith a poft
of communication, and fecure a paflage of the river
by a fortified bridge, and redecubts upon the heights
which every where command the river, on one fhore
or the other, a farced march might ftill have been
juftifiable, becanfe a retreat was fecure : but, divefted
of both thefe refources, a rapid movement muft ine-
yitably bave led to rapid ruin,

Having gone through all the material points previ-
ous to the 13th of Seprember, and thewn, I truft, by
diftin@ evidence, as well as reafoning, the expediency
of the march from Skenefborough to Fort Edward 3
the principle of the expedition to Bennington; the
caufe of its failure; the efforts ufed to bring forwa;‘ld

the
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Resiew of the provifion and neceffary flores, and the impra&iqa.;'

:‘}‘,’,f:f:{f bility of proceeding wirhout thofe ftores; the attention
;-:fd;::,s of the rez}dcr will now be carried to a review of the
River. . Mzafure of paffing the Hudfon’s River on that day.

I entered pretty fully, in my Narrative, into the
principles which then actuated me; and I fhali not
enlarge upon them. I have only t» requeft every man
who has been led te doubt whether I wwas rejuired by
duty, fituaticn, the voice of the army, and . the vwice
of reafon, to advance and fight, to follow the confi~

Lop 5at. deration of thofe principles, with a revifal of the ap.
arpss  plicable part of the verbzl evidence, and I will then
3‘,";“,‘%;'; venture further to appeal to their judgment, whether,
sdrogz.  inftead of being required, I wwas nat compelled, by
reons, the ftate of thinge, to a& as I did ; even independevtly
E e of the peremptory tenor of my orders, which, confi-
ney, 56, 61, dent in the flrength of ‘my cafe, T have purpofely omit- -
and 65 10 ted, upon this occafion, to reconfider,
. In regard to the pointfo much agitated in this couns
try, though with no foundation whatever from any
o thing that happened in America, Brigadier Frafer’s
Prmder fentiments upon this meafure of paffing the Hudfon’s
featiments. Kiver, it would be trifling with the patence of the
reader to recapitulate and point the evidence toa matter
which I do not believe there is a man fo prejudiced as
now to difpute, viz. that that officer joined in opinion
and impatience with the reit of the army. But though
the falfehoods fo grofsly and fo long impofed upon the
public, refpe&ing this matter, are no more, it may
not be unworthy curiofity to explore their origin and
trace their progrefs.
Pregrefsof 1t is not difficult to difcern that the fufpicion of dif-
;‘;:g:’ﬁo ference of opinion in the army, upon the meafure of
pagated,  pafling the Hudfon’s River, arofe from the paragraph
in my public letter from Albany to the Secretary of
State, wherein [ fay that I had called no council upon
that fubject, buthad acted upon my own judgment of
the peremptory tenor of my orders.

That
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That a man, chief in authority, fhould take intirely
upsn himfelf a meafure of doubtful confequence, and
upon mere principle preclude himfelf from any future
means of fhifting or dividing the blame that might
enfue, appeared incredible at Whitehall: the grearer
part of that pelitical fchool concluded the profeffion
of fuch candour muft be a fineffe, and that, in fadt,
the General had not communicated with his officers,
becaule he knew opinions would have been againft
him.

When little minds think they have got a clue of
littienefs, itis wonderful with what zeal and dexrterity
they purfue and improve it.  Correfpondence and in-
telligence were not wanting; difappointed jobbers,
difcarded fervants, diflatisfied fugitives of every fort,
fpies, tale-bearers, and fycophants, whom it is to the
honour of a General to have his enemies, and a difgrace
to office to encourage, abounded in town; and the
primary icea once given, it was carried forward by
very ready affiftance, and even logical deduction.
As thus :

The General declares in his difpatch, he called no
man into council upon the meafyre of paffing the Hud-
fon’s River: Therefore, his officers differed in opinion
upon the expediency of advancing.

To differ in opinion upon that expediency, they
muft confirue his orders not to be peremptory : There-
fore, he ftands fingle in the interpretation he put upon
his orders.

If his officers faw that he was unadvifedly and def-
perately leading his army to death, they would cer-
tainly remonftrate : Thercfore, they remonftrated.

The remonftrance would naturally be made to him
by fuperior officers: Therefore, the conclufion follows;
Major General Phillips and Brigadier General Frafer
atually made a remonfirance againft pafling the Hud-
fon’s River. ‘

General Reidefel, who was next in rank to General
Phillips, feems to have been forgotten. He was pro-

bably
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bably overlooked in the eagernefs to get at General
Frafer, on whofe name the important ftrefs was laid,
and for two palpable reafons ; the one, that his name
flood high in the public eftimation, and greatly as it
deferved fo to ftand, perhaps it acquired, upon this
intended ufe, more juftice from fome quarters than it
would otherwife have received.

The fecond and more prevalent reafon was, that
Brigadier General Frafer was dead.

Thus then flood the affertion when I arrived in
England : < Major General Phillips and Brigadier Gene-
ral Frafer remonfirated againft paffing the Hudfon’s River,
zokich movement wwas the caufe of all the fubfequent misfor- .
tunes””  And having traced this falfehood to its matu.
rity, it now may be equally curious to follow its
decline.

After my arrival in England, the friendfhip, and
general conformity of fentiment between General Phil-
Iips and me became more known. He was alive, and
might poflibly foon return. His name was therefore
withdrawn from the remonftrance, and referved, in
cafe he did not return, to give colour to a fecond falfe-
hood,* then kept back, but fince produced as one of
the laft efforts of malignity in the courfe of the late
enquiry.

The firft public occafion that offered was feized by
me to pledge my honour upon the whole ftory of dif-
agreement of opinion being falfe ; and I dared any
man to produce a letter or a fentence, from Brigadier
Frafer or any other officer, to authorife a fufpicion of
its being true. Lieutenant General Frafer, upon the’
fame occafion in the Houfe of Commons, voluntarily
and generoufly entered into my juftification, upon the
authority of his correfpondence with his late’ relation,
and the knowledge of his general fentiments,

* That General Phillips offered to condut a part of thearmy
from Saratoga to Ticonderoga. See this falfchood refuted, in the
evidence of Lord Balcarras, Col, Kingfton, &c,

: ' The
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The falfehood was immediately fo far weakened,
that the word Remonfirance was changed into Opinion.
““ Brigadier Frafer’s opinion twas againfi paffing the Hud-
Jfon’s River ;” and thus it remained, now and then
affifted and cherithed, when’it was very languid, by
a whifper, < that there were fill letters to be produced,”
till the late enquiry teok place ; and the evidence of
Lord Balcarras, Lord Harrington, Colonel Kingfton,
&c. gave the death blow to the laft ftruggling efforts
of that calumny. The rathnefs of paffing the Hud-
fon’s River was obliterated ; every comment upon that
fatal fep was fuddenly dropt, as if the river had funk
under ground; the charge, with the full accompani-
ment of General Frafer’s difapprobation, remonftrance,
&c. &c. was fhifted ; the minifter was as nimble as his
confederates, and exclaimed upon the fatality of the
expedition to Bennington.

And here I fhall finally reft the fupport I have been
fo anxious to derive from that grave which has been
ranfacked by my adverfaries for evidence againft me.
As a foldier I avow a pride in having poflefled Briga-
dier Frafer’s efteem. As a defendant I am feafible I
have dwelt upon it to a fault. The precedent of a
Chief in Command f{uffering the comments of an in-
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ferior to be a teft of his a&ions, requires an apology inferioroff-

to my profeffion. It lies in the eminence of my friend’s
charadter. His approbation gave a grace to my de-
fence, and I was impatient to confute the calumny that
would have robbed meof it; but toadmit that it was
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neceffary for my acquittal would be to countenance

and forward the moft pernicious and prepofterous doc-
trine that ever was practifed to miflead the public, and
to betray the fervice.

‘When a minifter or his confederates lean upon private
report, table talk, and half fentences, to depreciate
an officer they dare not themfelves accufe, it is a fee-
blenefs of vengeance that, in its firft afped, is con-

temptible in the extreme ; but it calls for our indig-

nation when we extend our view to its principle and
effeéts.
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effe@s. They operate to the very inverfiorrof due pa
tronage, and the abfolute extinttion of every idea
upon which command ought to be beftowed, or can
efficacioufly be exercifed ; they tend to encourage of-
ficers to be fpies and informers ; to render camps and
fleets, properly the refidence of harmony and honour,
the feats of fufpicion, difcord, fation, treachery, and
mutiny.

The diverfity and importance of the matter brought
to review in the pericd of the campaign I am now clo-

. fing, has led to greater length than I was aware of;

but I cannot difmifs it without one reference, addref-
fed to fuch of the examiners of my condut as have
infifted upon the tardinefs of the northern army.

The reference I would plead is to a campaign in the
fame country, memorable for having been conducted.
by an officer whofe example muft be acknowledged, at
this juncture, to be of fplendid and peculiar authority;
I mean the campaign of Lord Amberft, in the year
1759.

7'19 he great points of the war in America that year
were to divide the enemy’s force, and at the fame time
to direct the feveral operations with fuch concurrence,
that, though feparate and remote, they fhould affift
each other. The firft obje&s of the army to which I
allude were to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point,
and the ultimate and moft important one was to effe®
a jun&tion with Mr. Wclle before Quebec.,

Thus far there is great fimilarity between the plans
of the two campaigns, except that the points from
which the armies marched, and to which they were
deflined, were exactly reverfed.

In the Spring, 1759, the army, then affembled at
Albany, took the field as early as the {eafon would ad-
mit: but fuch were the natural impediments of the
country, that though fupported by the unanimous zeal
of the inhabirants, and furnithed with abundatit fup-
plies of draft cattle, carriages, water-craft, and every
other neceflary ; the feveral departments well dire&edé

an
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and no enemy to oppofe the march, the General

(Lord Amherft) was not able to commence the attack

of Ticonderoga till the #th of July, when the enemy
abandoned that poft, and retreated to Crown Point.

The diffance from Albany to Fort George is be-
tween fixty and feventy miles, the paflage over Lake
*George to Ticonderoga about forty miles.

'The General had reafon to believe that Crown Point
would be given up at his approach as precipitately as
Ticonderoga had been. He did not, however, reach
ir, a diftance of thirteen miles, and water-carriage at
will, till the 14th of Auguft.

Was it at that time afked by the minifter or his ad-
herents, what was the army doing not to purfue a flying
:nemy ?——Not to purfue when the whole country
sehind was their own, and magazines, baggage, hof-
sitals, and every other neceflary, might follow at lei-
“ure, and in fecurity ! When it was forefeen an en-
teafe of fleet was to be conftructed at Crown Point,
2o obtain the fuperiority over the enemy upon Lake

‘hamplain, and confequently that every day’s delay,

i1 becoming mafter of that poft, rifked the cam-
-aign!

Although thefe enquiries were not then fuggefted
» the public, an anf{wer to them has been given,
-eatly to the honcur of the General, in a very im-
wtial hiftory of that time. ¢ The army was em-
ployed in repairing the fortifications at Ticondero-
ga; and the General took his meafures with the
fame care asif he had expected an obftinate defence,
and attempt to furprife him on his march.”

The enemy actually did abandon Crown Point on

+ approach of the General, the 14th of Auguft;

1, as foon as in poffeffion of that poft, he fet about

tifying it as he had done Ticonderoga. The time

fumed in that operation, and in building new vef-

5, brought it to the middie of Ofober before the

neral could embark upon the Lake. A fufpence,

loubtedly, of great anxicty; for the great end:f
. the

159



160

REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE,

the campaign, the jun&tion of the two armies, upon
which the redution of all Canada was thought to de.
pend, was unattained.

But did the minifter or his adherents then cavil at the
tardinefs of that army ?—Enterprifing, fanguine, and
impetuous, as was the charalter of that minifter’s
councils, there was not lefs energy in his protectioi,
The nation, not a party, were his adherents ; and his
word was a flaz of fame, [e beftowed empbatic
praifes on his general ; and a failing campaign became
part of that bafis, from which he has afcended to the
high honours he now .defervedly poflefles.

It would be great prefumption, and it is far from
being intended, to draw any parallels or inferences
from the campaigns of 1759 and 1777, except fuchas
merely apply to confumption of time under. fimilar
circumftances. In other points the pretenfions of the
refpective Generals may be as different as their for-
tunes 3 or, to make a much clearer diftinction, and ayet
ftronger contraft, as wide afunder as the aufpices under
which they ferved, thofe of Mr. Pitt and of Lord
George Germain.

Obfervations, &c. refpecting the third Period.

“ A feries of hard toil, inceflant effort, ftubborm
<« adlion, till difabled in the collateral branches of the
* army, by the rotal defe@ion of the Indians, and the
¢ defertion or timidity of the Canadians and Provincial,,
fome individuals excepted ; difappointed in the lat
hope of any timely co-operation from other armies;
¢ the regular troops reduced, by loffes from the bef
parts, to 3500 fighting men, not 2000 of which.
were Britith; only three days provifions, upon fhot
allowance, in ftore; invefted by an army of 16,0,‘”.,3
men, and no apparent means of retreat remainiif;
T called into council all the generals, field officers
and captains commanding corps, and by their unz
nimous concurrence and advice, I was induced ®
open a treaty with Major General Gates, &c.”s 4

ok
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8uch was the fummary of affairs given in my let- Appendix
ter from Albany to the fecretary of ftate. At the time N XIV.
it was veritten, I little expected to have occafion for
any other teftimony of my ations ; and it has there-
fore been fuppofed, that I gave them a colouring more
fpecious than exa&. This is the flage of my defence
in which I am defirous to bring that matter to judg-
ment ; and I have quoted the above paffage, exprefsly
to lead the attention of every examiner to the whole
of that letter, Let it now be confidered, unitedly
with my late Narrative, and both be compared in de- -
tail with the evidence—I am bold to flake my caufe
upon the iffue—And reting upon thefe references, my
comments upon this period, though it is the moft im-
portant, will be fhorter than upon either of the for-
mer: the proofs alfo are more colletted, and the
matters controverted or flarted in crofs-examination
are fewer.

The firft remark I have to make is, that while the
managers of the minifter’s caufe have never admitted
a doubt of the reality of thofe movements in the
campaign, with the propriety of which' their ingenu-
ity promifed them even a colourable caufe of cavil,
they have had the addrefs, when any little fkill and
conduét were generally acknowledged, to call the ex-
iftence of fuch movements into queftion. I cannot
make this remark more pertinently than at prefent,
when the march of the army, preceding the action of
the 1gth of September, is inits due place the object of
notice—‘¢ A pretty combination of columns and de-
¢ ployments compofed at Albany; and very fit for a
¢ Gazette.,” This fort of language I believe moft per-
fons have heard, who have converfed with the de-
pendents or runners of office, and it will be my ex-
cufe for fubmitting to the judgment'of my profeffion
a plan of the movement. It will fhew in fome degree
the difficulties that the nature of the country oppofed =~
to a combined march of columns; and at the fame the cnemy
time the difadvantage (I might fay, the certain defeat) % oe 1o

M that Plan 1V.
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that muft have been fuftained, had the army be¢n only
in one column upon the ground where it was attacked,
.ot had the combination of the other columns, thofe.
of General Frafer in particular, been lefs exact to the
point of time in which it was expedient they thould
arrive and form.

To prove that this march was not compofed at Alba.
ny, 1 refer to feveral witnefles, but particularly to the

torgBak Earl of Harrington. His fituation, as my aid-de-
o T camp, gave him a general knowledge of 2 movement,
m:j-qfoz-'-m that an officer employed in the execution of a fingle
s Lord  part of it could not have acquired. It will be confi-
Hoing- dered by all who know the qualities of my noble
to4+incta- friend, as very honourable to the difpofitions of that
five, day, that they are fo circumflantially retained in fo
diftinguithing a mind ; and for my own part, I cannot
commit them to military judgment under a better truft
than the accuracy of his defeription.

I fhall not therefore detain the reader an inftant
longer from a fubjeét fo worthy his attention, as the
evidence refpecting the behaviour of the troops in the
enfuing events of that day.

Few ations have been chara&erized by more obfti-
nacy in aftack or defence. The Britifh bayonet was

Adtion of repeatedly t'ned-meﬁ‘e&ua.lly. Eleven hundred Britifh
1oth Sepe. TOldiers, foiled in thefe trials, bore inceffant fire from
a fucceffion of frefh troops in fuperior numbers, for
above four hours ; and after a lofs of above a third
of their numbers, (and in one of the regiments above
};’g‘m*:?;;_ two thirds) forced the enemy at laft. Of a detach--
43, 149 ment of a captain and forty-eight artillery men, the
inclofive. captain and thirty-fix were killed or wounded. Thefe
re, 35w3g.-facks are marked by a concurrence of evidence that
f,‘:;’:'z?‘:; no man will difpute. The tribute of praife due to
f5aj. Fore fuch troops will not be waning in this generous na-
bes, 81010, 1100 3 and it will as certainly be accompanied witha
Licur. Col. juft portion of {hame to thofe who have dared to de-
sye .. preciate or fully valour fo confpicuous—who have their.

cars open only to the prejudice of American cowardices.
» ears
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and having been always loud upon that courtly topic,
ftifle the glory of their countrymen to maintain a bafe
confiftency,

It will be obfervable from the accounts of the kil.
led and wounded, that the lofs of officers in all the
actions of the campaign was proportionably much
greater than that of the private men: and as this ob.
fervation applies particularly to the ation we are con-
fidering, it may not be improper to account for it in

this place.
The enemy had with their army great numbers of Reafon of

markfmen, armed with rifle-barrel pieces : thefe, dur- e difero-
. . portion of
ing an engagement, hovered upon the flanks in fmallkiited and
detachments, and were very expert in fecuring them. ¥o4nded:
felves, and in fhifting their ground. In this adtion,
many placed themfelves in high trees in the rear of
their own line, and there was feldom a minute’s in-
terval of {moke, in any part of our line without offi-
cers being taken off by fingle thot.*

It will naturally be {fuppofed, that the Indians would
be of great ufe againft this mode of fighting. The ex-
ample of thofe that remained after the great defertion
proved the contrary, for not a man of them was to
be brought within the found of a rifle thot. The Ca-
nadians were formerly very expert in fervice of this
nature ; but befides the change in their military cha-
racter, which I noticed before, their beft officer was
killed early in the aion, which event caft a general
damp upon the corps. A few of the Provincials
were {erviceable : but the beft men I had to oppofe as
markfmen were the German chaffeurs, though their

* Captain Green, aid-de-camp to Major General Phillips, was
fhot through the arn by one of thefe markfirien as he was deliver.
ing me ameflage. I learned, after the convention, from the com-
manding officer of the riflemen, that the fhot was meant for me ;
and as the captain was feen to fall from his hotfe, it was for fome
hours believed in the enemy’s army thar I was killed. My efcape
was owing to the captain happening to have a laced furniture to his
faddle, which made him mli\i}laken for the generals

2 number
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number was fo fmall, as. not to be one to twenty of
the enemy. "

The crofs-examination upon the proceedings of the
army after this action will fhew the folly there would
be in bringing a military caufe to a parliamentary en-
quiry, upon the prefumpticn that any parts of it would
be left unexamined. The very want of practical know.
ledse in the enquierries renders them more inquifitive,
and much more tenacious of doubts and furmifes, than
they would otherwife be: for inftance; 1 do not be-
lieve that with an army exhaufted by a long and fevere
action, and deprived of an uncommeon portion of offi-
cers, the queftion of attacking the enemy next morn-
ing would have occurred to any man’ of profeffional
judgment: that enemy too in a pofition of which no
further knowledge could be obtained than that it was
covered by an intrenchment and abattis, and the ap-
proach to be made through a thick wood, without any
avenue cut, or a fingle poft fortified to fecure a retreat,
or to eover the magazine, which afforded the only poffi
ble means of fubfiftence. _
" Equally remote would te the thoughts of military
men from attacking a few days after, when it appeared
I had recéived a letter from Sir Henry Clinton, inform-
ing me of adiverfion fo powerful as an artack vpon
Fort Montgomery to be undertaken as at that very

time.
~The queftions relating to the enemy having their
baggage packed, if that circumftance was meant as an
indication that they meant to retreat, is another proof
how littde the queftioners knew of fervice. It does
not appear in evidence how the faét was : but no officer
will difpute, that if the enemy had not only packed
their baggage, but actually conveyed it to the other
fide the river, they would have acted conformably to
the -general prattice of fervice when aétion is expedted;
and to no circumftance of fervice more than to that
when it is refolved to difpute a poft to the laft ex-

tremity.
Upon
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. Upon the whole of my fituation at that time, I am
fo confident that it was the part of an officer to fortify
and wait events, that I am only further intent to prove
that I fortified properly, the nature of the ground and
iny {everal purjoles confidered. Upon this principle

165'

I fubmit the plan annexed. It will alfo thew the na- Pl wav.

ture of the ground between the two armies, and ferve
to explain the difficulties the witnefles exprels of raking
a view of the enemy’s left: but it will be confidered,
that befides thefe apparent obftacles to a near approach,
the enerny abounded in militta, which fupplied out-
pofts and fcouts, that could by no means be driven
in without making -the army liable to a general
a&tion.

As for any other intelligence than what could be ob-
tained by eye-fight it was generally contraditory,
always imperfect; the deferters were often {fufpicious,
the prifoners very few. I never faw any inftance of
fervice where it was fo difficult to obtain information.
Among people fpeaking the fame language. with our-
felves, and many of them profefling the molt fa-
vourable difpofitions, fcarcely any could be prevailed
upon, by rewards or principle, to rifk his perfon for
the purpole of intelligence.

In regard to the crofs-examination, refpe@ing the
time neccflary- for the conftruttion of the redoubts and
other works, I neither thought it worth while to con-
teft it at the time, nor fhall [ conteft it now, though
nothing would be.more eafy than to thew that there
was a great deal of neceffary labour which the queftions
did not lead to, and confequently the witnefles could
not with propriety enter into the explanation of them,
But what makes the confumption of time to me imma-
terial is, that I place my juftification upon the expe-
diency of waiting the co-operation from Sir Henry
Clinton. It is in proof, that I received a letter from
him the day after the action of the 1gth,* informing

* The original letter is in my pofieffion, but could not be pro-
duced without difcovering a fecret mode of conveying intelligence
that it might be improper to make public,

' M3 me
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me that he meditated an attack upon Fort Montgo. .
mery as at that very time, And as 1 have already faid,
that I fhould have thought it the part of madnefs to
have rifked an attack upon the enemy, in the weak
ftate of my army, for fome time after the late action,
and under the expeftation of fo powerful a diverfion;
fo thould I have deferred it longer, even after being
recruited from the hofpital, on account of the fame
expectation, and the further chance of the reinforce-
ment of Colonel St Leger’s corps, and perhaps a con- -
voy of provifions from Ticonderoga: fo far am [
from conceiving the paft delay blameable, that [ ac.
knowledge the meafure of the 7th of October was
precipitated by fome days, by the forage being become
fo fcarce, that a fupply could only be obtained by a
movement of the army. ,

If any perfons have fuppofed, that what has been
called the native ftate of the army at this period was
a ftate of reft, they are as much miftaken as they
would be if they fuppofed it in any other circumftance

Alert frua- comfortable.  From the 2oth of September to the 7th

‘,‘,"m";ﬁ,;:f of Oétober, the armies were f{o near, that not a night

zoth Sept. paffed without firing, and fometimes concerted attacks

to 7th O upon our advanced picquets ; no foraging party could
be made without great detachments to cover it;
it was the 'plan of the enemy to harrafs the army by
conftant alarms, and their fuperiority of numbers en.
abled them to attempt it without fatigue to them-
felvee, '

By being habituated to fire, our foldiers became in-
different to it, and were capable of eating or fleeping
when it was very near them: but I do not believe
either officer or foldier ever flept during that interval
without his cloaths, or that any general officer, of
commander of a regiment, paflfed a fingle night with-
out being upon his legs occafionally at different hours,
and conflantly an hour before day-light.

LedBal- The circumftances in_general of the a&tion of the
se.'* gth of OQober ftand in ‘that arrangement in the
T evidence .
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evidence of the Earl of Balcarras, Earl of Harrington, Loré Har-

Lieut. Col, Kingfton, and Captain Money, and have ;,*oc
been fo little controverted by crofs-examination, that lﬁi,euthcol-
any length of comment upon them is unneceffary. * 1,50
will only obferve, that the movement of the enemy Cipt. Mo-
under General Arnold, mentioned in my Narrative ;5" **
is confirmed as far as circumftantial teftimony can Jeezlfe
confirm it, by Captain Money. And if there can be ’
any perfons, who, after confidering that circumftance,
and the pofitive proof of the fubfequent obftinacy, in
the attack upon the poft of Lord Balcarras, and vari-
ous other aéltions of that day, continue to doubt, that
the Americans poflefs the quality and faculty of fight-
ing (call it by whatever term they pleafe) they are

of a prejudice that it would be very abfurd longer to
contend with, '

" But though comments upon this part of the evi-

dence may be f{pared, the remembrance of whar I
perfonally underwent cannot fo eafily be fupprefled ;
and I am fure I thall not outgo the indulgence of the
candid, if in delineating fituations {o affe¢ting, I add
feelings to juftification. The defence of military con-
dué 1s an interefting point of profeflional honour ;
but to vindicate the heart, is a duty to God and to
fociety at large.

Few, conjunctures in the campaign I have been de~
fcribing, few, perhaps, upon military record can be
found fo diftinguifhed by exigencies, or productive of
fuch critical and anxious calls upon public charac-
ter, and private affection, as that which now took
place. '

In the firft place, the pofition of the army was un- Lord Bal-
tenable, and yet an immediate retrear was impoflible ; < 5%
not only from the fatigue of the troops, but from
the neceflity of delivering freth ammunition and pro-
vifions.

The loffes in the adtion were uncommonly fevere.

Sir Francis Clarke, my aid-de-camp, haa originally
recommended himfelf to my attention by his talents
M 4 and
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and “diligence : as fervice'and intimacy opened his
chara&er more, he became endeared to me by.every
quality that can create efteem. I loft in bim an ufefu}
affiftant, an amiable companion, an” attached friend:
the ftate was deprived by his death, of one of the
faireft promifes of an able general. :

The fate of Colonel Ackland, taken prifoner; and
then fuppofed to be mortally wounded, was a fecond
fource of anxiety—General Frafer was expiring, -

In the courfe of the action, a fhot had paffed
through my hat, and another had torn my waiftcoa,
1 thould be forry to be thought at any time infenfible
to the protecting hand of Providence; but I ever
more particularly confidered (and I hope not fuper-
ftitioufly) a foldier’s hair-breadth efcapes as incentives
to duty, a marked renewal of the truft of Being, for
the due purpofes of a public ftation; and under that
refle&tion to lofe our fortitude, by giving way to our
affeftions ; to be diverted; by any poffible felf—emotioq
from meeting a prefent exigency with our beft faculties,
were at once difhonour and impiety. '

Lord Bal- Having therefore put. afide for a time my private |
carns, 53. fenfations, it has been thewn that I effeéted an entire
Lord Har- . . ,
ringeon, 66. Change in the pofition of the army before day-light,
Pian, No. The plan will thew the new ground taken up.  Early
suteof  in the morning of the 8th, General Frafer breathed his
thingron  laft—and wirh the kindeft expreflions of his affection,
his laft requeft was brought me, that he might be
carried without parade by the foldiers of his corps to
the great redoubt, and buried there, The whole day
of the 8th of OCtober was correfpondent to this in-
aufpicious beginning. The hours were meafured by
a fucceffion of immediate cares, encreafing doubts,
and tr_xelancholy objeéts. The enemy were formed in
ﬁiﬁ::a@ two lines. Every part of their difpofition, as well 25
&c. = the repeated attacks upon Lord Balcarras’s corps, and
the cannonade from the plain, kept the troops in mo-
mentary expeltation of a general action. During this
fufpence, wounded officers, fome upon crutches, and
T T R : others
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others even carricd upon hand-barrows by their fer-
vants, were occafionally afcending the hill from
the hofpital tents, to take their fhare in the a&ion,
or follow the march of the army. The geenarls
were employed in exhorting the troops.

169

About fun-fer the corple of General Frafer was Gen. Fra-
brought up the hill, attended only by the officers who s fuac-

had lived 1n his family. To arnive at the redoubr, it
pafied within view of the greateft part of both armies.
General Phillips, General Reidefel, and myfelf, who
were ftanding. together, were ftruck with the humilicy
of the proceffion: They who were ignorant that pri-
vacy had been requefted, might conftrue it neglect.
We could neither endure that refle€ion, nor indeed
reftrain our natural propenfity to pay our laft attention
to his remains. The circumlitances that enfued cannot
be better delcribed than they have been by different
witnefles. ¥ The inceffant cannonade during the fo-
lemnity; the fteady attitude and unaltered voice with
which . the chaplain officiated, though frequently co-
vered with duft, which the fhot threw upon all fides
of him; the mute but expreflive mixture of fenfibilicy
and indignation upon every countenance: thefe objets
will remain to the laft of life upon the minds of every
man who was prefent. The growing dutkinefs added
to the fcenery, and the whole marked a chara&er of
that juncture that would make one of the fineft fubjeéts
for the pencil of a mafter that the field ever exhibited—
To the canvas and to the faithful page of a more im-
portant hiftorian, gallant friend! I cenfign thy me-
mory. ‘There may thy talcats, thy manly vircues, their
progrefs and their period, find due diftinction ; and
long may they furvive ;——long after the frail record
of my pen fhail be forgotten. '

The reflections arifing from thefe fcenes gave place g,
to the perplexities of the night. A defeated army was march of

to retreat from an cnemy fluthed with {uccefs, muc

fuperior in front, and occupying ftrong pofts in the.

country behind. We were equally liable upon that

o march
¥ Particularly Lieut. Col. Kingflon, 85.

h the Sths
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march to be attacked in front, in flank, or rear. The
difpofition of a march had been concerted as much as
circumftances would admit; and it was executed by
the officers and the troops in general with a precifion
that experience in critical fituations can only teach,
The baggage, which could only move in one column,
and in a narrow road, fell into the confufion which it is
impoffible fer caution to guard againft in the dark,
becaufe a fingle accident of an overturn or a broken
wheel, or even the ftupidity or drunkenncfs of a
driver, may ftop, and often confufe the motion of the
Lod Har- hole Jine. Care. was taken that no fuch accident
rington 70,
and from| _ fhould break thc order of the troops: and orders were
nzwe 18 fony to Major General Phillips, who commanded the
rear guard, in cafe he was attacked, to pay attention
only to the main object of covering the troops; or, if
occafion were, of taking a pofition to give them. time
to form. :
Continu- At day-break the next morning the army had reach-
ance ofthe e very advantageous ground, and took a pofition in
the gth. which it would have been very defirable to receive
the enemy. A halt was neceffary to refreth the troops,
and to give time to the bateaux, loaded with provi-
fions, which had not been able to keep pace with the
troops, to come a-breaft. A portion of provifions
was delivered alfo from the bateaux, not without ap-
prehenfion that that delivery might be the lait: for
there were parts of the river in which the boeats might
be attacked from the other fide to great advantage,
potwithftanding the correfpondent movement of the
" army.

The above purpofes being effeéted, the army pro-
ceeded in very fevere weather, and through exceeding
bad roads.

Befides the continuation of difficulties and general
fatigue, this day was remarkable for a circumftance
of private diftrefs too peculiar and affeéting to be
omitted. 'The circumftance to which 1 allude is
Lady Harriet Ackland’s pafiage through the enemy’s

A army,
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my, to attend her wounded hufband, then their
prifoner.

The progrefs of this lady with the army could Extraorai-
hardly be thought abruptly or fuperfiuoufly intro- ;o7 S5
duced, were it only fo for the purpofe of authentica- private di-
ting a wenderful ftory.—It would exhibit, if well de- "™
lineated, an interefting picture of the fpirit, the enter-
prize, and the diftirels of romance, realized and
regulated upon the chafte and fober principles of ra-
tional love and connubial duty,

But I beg leave to obferve befides, that it has
direct reference to my fubject, to fhew what the lux-
uries were with which (as the world has been taught
to believe) the army was encumbered ; what were the_
accommodations prepared for the two thoufand women If(‘f:;ﬁif'
that are gravely fuppofed, in the crofs examinatian, fromi31te
to have followed with the baggage. An idea fo pre- %
pofterous, as well as falfe, would have been a fitter
fubject for derifion than refutation, but that it was
malicioufly intended ; not, 1 am confident, by the
member who atked the queftions, but by the perfons
who impofed upon him, to effeét by prejudice what
they defpaired of effecting by fact.—Not content with
cavilling at our pretenfions of having fought hard,
they would not allow the army even the claim upon
the good-nature of the nation, of having fared hard
for its fervice.

1 thall however confider part of this ftory as fo far
unconnefted with the immediate bufinefs [ was upon
(purfuing the line of evidence upon the retreat to
Saratoga) as to give it in the margin. It may well
ftand by itfelf; and I venture to think that this one
example of patience, fuffering, and fortitude, will be
permitted to pafs without cenfure or obloquy *.

When the army was upon the point of moving after

# Lady Harriet Ackiand had accompanied her hufband to Ca-
nada in the beginning of the year 1776, In the courfe of that
campaign fhe had traverfed a vaft fpace of country, in different

thz
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the halt defcribed, I received a meffage from Lady
Harrier, fubmitting to my decifion a propofal (and
exprefling an earneft folicitude to execute ir, if not
interfering with my defigns) of paffing to the cam{) of
the enemy, and requefting General Gates’s permittion
to attend her hufband. .
Though I was ready to believe (for I had experi.
enced) thar patience and fortitude, in a fupreme de-
. gree

extremities of feafon, and with difficulties that an Euroriean
traveller will not eafily conceive, to attend, in a poor hutaf
Chambl:e, upen his fick bed. :

In the opening of the campaign of 1777 fhe was reftrained
from offering herfelf to a fhare. of the fatigue and hazard ex-
peéted before Ticonderoga, by the pofitive” injuntions of her
hufband. The day after the conquelt of that place, he was
badly wounded, and fhe croffed the Lake Champlain to join
him.

As foon as he recovered, Lady Harriet proceeded to follow
his fortunes through the campazign, and at Fort Edward, or
at the next camp, fhe acquired a two-wheel tumbril, which had .
been conftructed by the artificers of the artillery, fomething fimi:
lar to the carriage ufed for the mail upon the great roads of
England. Major Ackland commanded the Britith grenadiers,
which were attached to General Frafer’s corps ; and confequently
were always the moft advanced pott of the army. Their fituations
were often fo alert, that no perfon flept out of their cloaths.
In oue of thefe fituations a tent, in which the major and Lady
Harriet were afleep, fuddenly tcok fire. An orderly ferjeant of
grenadiers, with great hazard of fuffocation, dragged out the
firft perfon he caught hold of. It proved to be the major. It
Lappened, that in the fame inftant fhe had, unknowing what
fhe did, and perhaps not perfeily awake, providentially made
her efeape, by creeping under the walls of the back part of
the tent. The firlt object fhe faw, upon the recovery of her
fenfes, was the major on the other fide, and in the fame inftant
again in the fire, in fearch of her. The ferjeant again faved
him, but rot without the major being very feverely burned in his
face and different parts of the body. Every thing they had with
them in the tent was confumed. " ’

This accident happened a little time before the army paffed the
Hudfon’s River. It neither altered the refolution nor the chear:
fulnefs of Lady Harriet; and fhe continued her progrefs, a
pertaker of the fatigues of the advanced corps, The next ca
upon her fortitude was of a different nature, and more diftrefs:
fal, as of longer fufpenfe. On the march of the 19, the

2 grenadiers
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gree, were to be found, as well as every other virtue,
undér the moft tender forms, I was aftonifhed at this
propofal. After fo long an agitation of the {pirits, ex-
haufted not only for want of reft, but abfolutely want
of food, drenched 1n rains for twelve hours together,
that a woman fhould be capable of fuch an under-
taking as delivering herfelf to the enémy, probably in
the'night, and uncertain of whh‘t'h’énds fhe might firft
fall into, appeared an effort above hiuman natusre, The
affiftance 1 was enabled to give was . {mall indeed; I
had not even a cup of wine to offér her; but I was
told fhe had found, from f{ome kind and fortu-
nate hand, a little rum and dirty water, = All I could
furnifh to her was an open boat and a few lines, wriiten

grenadiers being liable to a&ion at évery flep, fhe had been di-

rected by the major to follow the route of the artillery and bag-
gdge, which was not expofed. At ‘the time the aétion began
fhe found her{elf near a fmall uninhabjted hut, where the alighted.
When it was found the aétion was becoming general and bloody,
the furgeons of the hofpital téok podletfion of the fame place, as
the moft convenient for the firft care of 'the wounded. Thus
was this lady in hearing of one continued fire of cannon and
mutketry, for four hourstogether, with the prefumption, from
the poft of her hufband at the head or the grenadiers, that he
was in the moit expofed part of the action. She had three
female companions, the Baronefs of Reidefel and the wives of
two Britifh ofticers, Major Harnage' and Lieutenant Reynell;
but in the event their prefence ferved but little for comfort.
Major Harnage was foon brought to the furgeons, very badly
wounded ; and a little time after came intelligence that Lieute-
nant Reynell was fhot dead. Imagination will want no helps to
figure the ftate of the whole groupe.

From the date of that action to .the 7th of Oftober, Lady
Harriet, with her ufual ferenity, ftood prepared for new trials !
and it was her lot that their feverity encreafed with their num-
bers. She was again expofed to the hearing of the whole acion,
and at laft received the fhock of her individual misfortune, mixed
with the intelligence of the gencral calamity, the troops were
defeated, and Major Ackland, defperately wounded, was a pri-
{oner. .

The day of the 8th was paffed by Lady Harriet and her com-
panions in common anxiety, not a tent, nor a fhed being ftand-
ing, except what belonged to the Hofpital, their refuge was
among the wounded and the dying.

upon

o
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upon dirty wet papet, to General Gates, recommend.
inz herto his protection. a )

M. Brudenetl, the chaplain to theartillery (the fame
gentleman who had officiated fo fignally at General Fra.
fer’s funeral) readily undertook to accompany her, and
with one female fervant, and the major’s valet-de-chani.
bre (who hnd a ball which he had received in the late
action then in his thoulder) fthe rewed down the river
to meet the enemy. But her diftrefles were not yet to
end. ‘The night was advanced before the boat reached
the enemy’s out-pofts, and the centinel would not let it
pafs, nor even come on fhore. In vain Mr. Brudenell
offered the flag of truce, and reprefented the ftate of
the extraordinary paffenger. The guard, apprehenfive
of treachery, and punétilious to their orders, threatened
to fire into the boat if it ftirred before day-light. Her
anxiety and fuffering were thus protracted through feven
or eight dark and cold hours; and her reflectiods upon
that firft reception could not give her very encouraging
ideas of the treatment fhe was afterwards to expeét,
But it is due to juftice at the clofe of this adventure to
fay, that the was received and accommodated by Ge-
neral Gates with all the humanity and refpect that her
rank, her merits and her fortunes deferved.

Let fuch as are affeCted by thefe circumftances of
alarm, hardfhip and danger, recollect, that the fubjeé-
of them was a woman ;. of the moft tender and delicate
frame ; of the gentleft manners ; habituated to all the
foft elegancies, and refined enjoyments, that attend high
birth and fortune ;- and far advanced in a ftate in which
the tender cares, always due to the fex, become indif-
penfibly neceflary.  Her mind alone was formed fos
fuch trials.

Arivat of I now returnto the army, which arrived in the night:
thearmy it at Saratoga, in fuch ftate of fatigue, that the men for '

at Saratoga,
Lord Har the moft part had not ftrength or inclination to cut wood
S and make fires, but rather fought fleep in their wet
cloaths upon the wet ground under the continuing ain, -
and it was not till after day-light that the artillery and

- SB;,’;: the laft of the troops patt the Fifh-Kill, and took a pofi-
tion
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vpon the heightsand in theredoubts formerly conftruéted:

The interval between taking that pofition, and the Interval be-
conclufion of the treaty, is the folemn crifis in Which aeat s
I confider myfelf as peculiarly accountable to my coun. Sratesa |
try. And if all the circumftances mentioned by me, in the conven
my own vindication, in my Letters, or my Narrative, tion
are not eftablithed, and many of them ftrengthened by
pofitive proof ; if every furmife of a furrender cn my
part, while there was a poffibility of avoiding it by
fight, by manceuvre, or by retreat, is not done away ;
if even in the laft extremity, it does not appear I was
ready and forward to prefer death to difhonour; if
the evidence I have adduced is not clear, diftinét, and

dire& to thefe points, the public odivm, piercingly as

it affe@s a fenfible breaft, would be far fhort of the

punithment I deferve.
I cannot but confider it as one encouragement under

* this appeal, and it is no fmall one, that though very

few parts of my preceding conduct have efeaped the
{crutiny of crofs-examination, not a material tranfaction

. of this crifis has been controverted or glanced at, I beg

leave to recapitulate the tranfaétions upon which I rely.
It is proved by the evidence of the Earl of Har- Lot Har.

rington, 74

rington and Colonel Kingflon, that the enemy was 5

~ pofted on the eaft fide the river to guard the ford. Lieut. Cal.

It is further proved by the evidence of Lieut. Col. gy boevhe

- Kingfton, that in concert with-the general officers, it plan. Lieut.

ol. King-

* was determined to try a night march on the eaft fide gion,q1, g2
- the river, abandoning the baggage; and that the at-

tempt was prevented by the impoffibility attending the
delivery of neceflary provifion, The fame witnefs

goes on to thew, that the next day it was evident,

that had the delivery been poffible, the attempt would

ftill have failed, for we then received intelligence of

the enemy being previoufly in pofleffion, in force, of Lieut. Cal.
the country on both fides the river between us and gy, s on.
Fort Edward.*

# It was alfo in contemplation to force a way back to Albany, had
the enemy in the diftribution of their pofts weakened their right, fo
as to have made the effort poflible. See Lord Harrington’s evidence.

W hile
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While the army was lying day and night upon theiy
arms, * in anxious hope of fuccour from our friends,
¢« or as the next defirable expeftation, an attack froy
¢ the enemy,”* [ cannot omit obferving from: the
fame evidence (that of Colonel Kingfton) how near
the laft expectation was being accomplithed, It would
be improper to pronounce pofitively what would have
been the iffue: but I requeft the attention of my mili.
tary readers to the plan of the ground, as an argument
of the probability of fuccels. The difpofitiod of 'the
eneiny being to pafs the Fith-Kill in different coluns,
and to make their great effort upon the plain, they muft
have formed under the fire of all our park artillery,
within reach of grape thot, a crofs fire from the artjl-
lery and mufketry of the entrenched corps upon the
hill, and the mufketry of the 20th regiment, which
was at eafy diftance to be fupported by the Germans,
in front; added to this would have been the ad.
vantage, which though always wifhed for we never
had attained, of a charge upon an open plain. 1am
perfuaded the general judgement will go with me when
T lament the accident that prevented the encmy’s defign
{when fo far advanced in it, as actually to have pafled
the river with one column) as one of the moft advatfe
firokes of {ortunz in the whole campaign. T

The ftate of things after this difappointment is given
by the Earl of Harrington : ¢ It was as bad as poffi-
¢ ble; the numbers of the army were few, their pro-
“ vifions fhort, their pofition not a good one, owing
¢t to the nature of the country.” This fiate is corrobo-
rated by the evidence of the Earl of Balcarras and
Major Forbes, with the additional circumftance, that
there was not a fpot to be found in the whole pofition
which was not expofed to cannon or rifle thot.

The minutes of the firft council of war prove the
unanimity of opinion for opening the treaty ; and it
is proved by the evidence of Colonel Kingfton, that
the force of the enemy was a&ually greater, and their

* Letter from Albany te the Secretary of State. ,
pofition
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pofition ftronger, than the intelligence I had received
and laid before the council of war reprefented them.

Itis proved by the fulleft evidence, that the terms M. Forbes,
firlt propofed by the enemy were inftantly and unani- 1% 3%
moufly rejected by the council of war as dithonourable. s, 65t073.

The fame unanimity in. approving the terms I pro-
pofed and obtained, is equally inconteftibly eftabifhed.

And laftly, two papers are produced, and authen-
ticated beyond a poflibility of cavil, the one General appendis,
Gates’s return figned by himfelf, fhewmg the effective> X1
ftrength prefent of the rebel army ; the other, the mi- Ner XVIL.
nutes of the laft council of war, fhewing, thateven fup-
ported as I was by the unanimity of the Former councils,
in opening and conduting the treaty, 1 was repugnant$e g
to the figning of it, upon a (light hope entertained of acao::a, ;3-0,
remote relief—(a hope arifing from fome intelligence 134, 135
received in the night of Sir Henry Clinton’s moving up
the North Rjver) and gave my voice againft a majority
accordingly ; that I ac laft thought myfelr compe]led to
yield to cthe majority upon ¢ the uncertainty of, the in-
¢ telligence, and the improbability ofGeneralClmton s
¢ motions being effe¢tual if true ; upon the doubts en-
¢ tertained of fome part of the troops, if the negotia-
 tion of the treaty cealed, and of a greater part for
¢ want of bodily ftrength, if defperate enterprizes were
“ to be afterwards undertaken; and laitly, upon the
< refleCtion that a mifcarriage of fuch enterprizes muft
¢ be fatal to the whole army, and that even a victory
¢ could not fave it.”

To this mafs of evidence, appofite and dire&t to every
faét effential to my juftification, I beg leave to add the
opinion of the army, that the terms obtained were bet- Lord Ba
ter than the fituation of things gave us a right to expet. (s i,
For a proof that fuch was their opinion, 1 refer to the rington.
teftimony of Lord Balcarras.

A fair judgment upon recent events is hardly to beRefegions
expeted, efpecially while many prejudices are alive,2on e
Ic will be allowed me 1o affume, what no one has ever
ventured to deny, that there may be a combination of
circumftances under which an army may be juftified in

treating

~
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treating with an enemy. That the army under my com.
mand was under fuch circumf(tances at Saratoga is alf
generally acknowledged : but what is not denied:to me
from my own fituation, is attempted to be withheld, by
fome, on account of the quality of the enemy. They
fuggeft that there fhould be no treaty with rebels, It is
unneceffary in anfwer to have recourfe to hiftory, I
will not take defence from treaties between Spain, the
haughtieft power of the world, and the arch-rebel the
great Prince of Orange; nor between Chasles the Fitft

~and the arch-rebels the Englith Parliament (for fuch in

both inftances they were called) I need only refer to the
examples exifting at that time in America, and fiace
much improved on at home. My fuperior officer in
America, with the approbation of governmear, hed
treated upon different occafions with General Wathing:
ton. The Britith government in its higheft colleive
authority, the King in Parliament, has fince commif
fioned five members of that Parliament, the one a.peer,
the others of eminent ftation.in military and civil capa-
cities, to freat with rebels, 1 had almoft faid to fue to
rebels for peace, by the furrender of almolt every prin-
ciple for the maintenance of which they had profecuted
the war,

Thus highly juftified in treating with rebels, T amat
a lofs to difcover by what poflible mode of defencel
could have acquitted myfelf to God or my country, when
the brave and intelligent officers of my army unanimoufly
refolved, upon milicary principle, precedent and reafon,
that the treaty was expedient, and the terms honour
able, if I had.delivered them up to certain deftrution,
or even to be prifoners at diteretion.

If the informed and difpaffionate part of mankind
thould agree in fentiment with the unanimous voice of
the army, upon the convention of Saratoga, furely ®
impute to it the final lofs of the army is too palpable an
injuftice long to remain upon the minds of the moft pre-
Judiced.  The convention exprefsly preferved the army

tion
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tion a truce was made during the war, between that
army and the enemy, in America, and it now might
have been acting againft the Houfe of Bourbon in any
other part of the world. Ths army was loft by the non-
compliance with the treaty on the part of the Congrefs ;
and that violation of faith no man will ever be found to
jullify.

I will not decide how far it was encouraged in Ame-
rica, by the perfuafion that the minifiry of Britain had
neither power nor {pirit to redrefs the wrong ; and that
they had funk the nation fo low, in point of refpeét,
that the world would overlook, where fthe was concern-
ed, an aétion that would have excited, in any other
cafe, univerfal cenfure and indignation. But whatever
motives the Congrefs may have had, the tamenefs and
filence with which the Britifh minifters have borne this
outrage, is aftonifhing. That men fo conftant and fo
prodigal in their anger againft the Congrefs, as never
before to have failed in exprefling it, even in cafes where
it bordered upon being ridiculous, thould on a fudden
become cold and mute, and dead to feeling, in a cafe
were refentment was joftly founded, can hardly be ac-
counted for, except upon the principle thatit was better
to fupprefs the jufteft cenfure upon a power they deteft-
ed, than that even a particle of unmerited odium fhould
be wanting to load the man whom they were refolved to
deprefs.

N2 C O N-
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AM not aware that in the preceding Review of

Evidence I have neglefted any part effential to my
defence. T do not reckon as fuch, that part which
z2pplies to the management of the public purfe. The
calumny defigned to wound me upon that head was too
grofs to fucceed : it perithed in its birth, and fcorn is
the only {entiment excited by the remembrance of its mo-
mentary exiftence. In regard to the more plaufible
objeCtions pointed againft my conduét, I have not only
endeavoured to meet them in the crofs-examination,
but have fearched for them in every place where [
could fuppofe them to originate or be entertained, 1f
fome have efcaped, I fhall ftand excufed, when it is re-
colleted how they have grown and changed from one
fhape to another, and that it has never been my for-
tune to be confronted with an avowed and regular
accufler—1 defpair of ever being fo: but 1 defire it
to be underftood, that although I am carneft in this
mode of defence, I am fo far from declining another,
that 1 fhall think it one very happy circumftance of
the paflt enquiry, if any thing contained in it fhould
have effe@t hercafter to produce an enquiry by court:
martial, '

1t would pot be an ungrateful tafk to follow the defence
of the campaign with a detail of the occurrcnces which
happened between the time of figning the convention
and my leaving America, Many of them would be
found curious ; and  the cares and perplexities in which
1 bore a principal and moft painful part, would createa
new intercft in the minds of my friends: but I do not
think my(lf ac liberty, upon the plan I laid down at
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my outfet, to enter into matter where no blame is im-
puted or implied. If my proceedings during that inter-
val deferve any credit, | am content with that teftimony
of it, which [ may affume from the filence of my
enemies. '

I have not the fame reafons for paffing over the
tranfactions in which I have been engaged fince my
return to England, becaufe blame, and of a very atro-
cious nature, Aas been imputed to me. But as the
principal of thefe tranfactions are already before the
public, I fhall mention them very briefly ; and merely
to introduce conpeétedly fuch further thoughts upon
them as could not with propriety be ftated upon any for-
mer occafion.

Immediately after my arrival, a board of general
officers was appointed to enquire into the caufes of the
failure of the expedition from Canada, This enquiry
was made the foundation of an order againft my appear-
ing at courrt,

The board reported, that they could not take cogni-
zance of me being under parole-——the prohibition f%om
the King’s prefence neverthelefs ftill remained in force.

I had recourfe to parliament for enquiry ; and open-
ly, and repeatedly, and ftrenuoufly called upon the mi-
nifters to join ifflue with me before that tribunal. Ob-
Je€tion was taken againft immediate enquiry, becaufe
Generals Sir Guy Carleton and Sir William Howe who

might be parties were abfent; but it was evidently the
dnpoﬁnon of the houfe, that an enquiry thould be infti-
tuted the enfuing feffion.

1 pledged mytelf zealoufly to profecute that meafure 5
I accufed minifters of injurious treatment towards my-
felf ; and it became my duty, upon occafions with
which my own affairs had no connettion, to exprefs
deeper refentments of their condut rowards the public,

In this ftate of things parliament was prorogued on
the gd of Fune. On the 5th of Fune, | received the firft
order to repair to Bofton as foon as 1 had tried the Bath
waters, ‘The order and my anfwer, teprefenting the

N 3 hard- A
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hardfhip of being fent back unheard, and the fecopd
conditional order, with entire flight of my reprefengan
tions, are too well known to require repetition: but
there are two circumftances attending the dates of thefe
orders with which [ was not acquainted till long after,
and which have never yet been taken notice of,

The one is, that at the very time I was told that my
prefence was material, and (as the fecond letter from
the fecretary at war exprefled) of fo much importasce &
the troops detained prifoners in New England, that it muft
nat be difpenfed with—at that very time, it was deter-
mined to ratify the convention, according to the requi-
fition of the Congrefs ; and to tranfmit the ratification
through other hands, and without any participation with
me, or employment of me, in carrying it to a con-
clufion. It was very poflible, the treops might have
been failed for England before I had reached America,
had T even complied as early as the condition of either
order could poffibly be conftrued to prefcribe. Butat
all events, the circumftance could not but ferve to mark
to me the true intent and meaning of the order beyonda
poffibility of miftake—thas it was an order of vindiftive
punifbment ; and my prefence with the troops, if I
reached America in time, was material and important 0
mark to zhem the degree of difgrace to which 1 was re-
duced. The terms are a mockery, and an infuly upon
common fenfe, if applied, in the fitvation in which [
was placed, to the fervice of the King, or the confola-
tion of the troops, Such a difplay of vengeance might
indeed be intended to apply to their prudence, and 't
at as a caution and warning how at their recurp they
fhould fupport a General under the extremity of the
King’s difpleafure *,

The

. * Intimes when the maintenance of the conftitution in its purity

is the ruling principle of an adminiftration, the King's name is in-

treduced by cffice only to denote an a&t of the execuuve part of the

ae. In times when an adminiltration mean to rule by the influence

6f monarchy, the language of offce iy 10 copnefk the royal peron
L : i
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The other circumftance attending thefe dates is not
lefs remarkable, viz.

The determination of changing the nature of the war,
as afterwards declared by the commiffioners in America,
muft have been taken at. this time.

I am very much difinclined to believe, that the con-
fideration of my perfon as a proper vi&im upon that
occafion was ever regularly and formally debated in the
cabinet ; -but I cannot think it uncharitable to the indi-
vidual advifer of the Crown, whoever he was, who
could proje&t fuch an order, to fuppofe, that if upon
the firft exercife of the extremes of war on the one fide,
and in the ardour of retaliation on the other, it had fo
happened, that an objeét fo well to be fpared as an ob-
noxious and difgraced Lieutenant General, had oppor-
tunely prefented itfelf to the enemy’s rigour, and had
been detsined in their prifons, the order for the voyage
would not have been thought, by that individual, quite
thrown away. Detention, with or without the troops,
of a troublefome and bold complainant, could not be
immaterial or unimportant to fuch a perfon, and the
order was of an import ‘

¢ —To make affurance double fure—
“ And take a bond of fate—
¢ ‘That be might tcll pale-hearted Fear it lied.

The living prefence of an injured man is, perhaps,
more offenfive and infupportable to the fight of a mean
injurer, than the fpe€tre of him would be after death,

But to return to the faéts I was recapitulating.

I remained under the conditional order in England.

The enfuing feflion, the parliamentary enquiry now
Jaid before the public took place. ltended, as has been
ftated, in July, 1779. ‘

with the a&, and to give him attributes of paflion and difpleafure,
from which in his political charafter he is held exempt. I difclaim
language and ideas fo unconttitutional and difrepectful, and never
mean 1o allude to my Sovereign perfonally, but in a&s of juitice and
mercy.

N4. In'
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In September, I received a fevere reprimand, a denial
of a court martial, and a prohibition of ferving my coun-
try in its exigence, though other officers precifely in my
fituation were employed—I refigned.

The blame laid upon me for the paft I took in thefe
tranfaltions is, that intemperately and fatioufly I en-
gaged in oppofition ; that I was guilty of difobedience
to the King's orders; and it has been added in a late
publication, that even my defence of my conduét is a
Iibel upon the King’s government.

T think I have perceived, that the firft part of thefe
charges, a rafh engagement in oppofition, is not com-
bated by fome who with me well {o ftrenuoufly as other
imputations have been. It may poflibly have appeared
to friendly and prudential obfervers, as a palliating plea
for a reftitution to favour upon fome future occafion,
to have to fay, thar I had acted upon the fudden im-
pulfe of paffion; and the fequel might be, that I had
repented, and would offend no more. .

. Without doubting the kindnefs which fuggefts thefe
excufes, 1 have been impelled by principles too forcible,
and have tzken my part too decidedly, to look for a
refource in thofe or any other fubterfuges. It would be
inconfiftent and dithonourable in me to withhold a pub-
lic declaration upon this occafion, in addition to thofe
1 have made upon others, that I engaged in refiftance
to the mealures of the court upon mature refleion;
that after colleting in my mind all the lights upon men
and things which my experience and obfervation could
furnith, I believed that the conftitution of England was
betrayed : and neither blaming or fufpeting any men
who conceived different opinions, and aéted vpon them,
T thought it a point of time in which a man believing as
T.did was called upon to facrifice to his country. The
teft of this motive, it is true, muft reft between God
and my confcience : but let it not be fuppofed that [
alted blindly—the pach of interel, a broad and beaten
t(ack, lay clearly before me from the time I arrived in
Englind.  Supple joints, and an aitentive eye, always

giving
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giving way to power, on one fide, and fometimes pufh-
ing my friends into the dirt on the other, would have
carried me fafely through. Ieven believe, that the ad-
vifer of the letters 1 lately alluded to would rather have
feen me in that track, than in the other which he pre-
fcribed for me acrofs the Atlantic.

As little would I be fuppofed to want difcernment of
the path I took : for the barefaced preferences, rewards
and punifhments held forth for parliamentary condué,
were among the moft glaring parts of the fyftem I had
contemplated.  And it was impoffible to doubt, that as
a delinquent there, I (hould be preflfed both by art and
vengeance to the end the enemies I had provoked fore-
faw—the lofs of my profeffion and the impoverifhment
of my fortune. I truft it will be an innocent revenge
on my part, to thew them I can bear my condition firm-
ly; and that I am incapable of redeeming what I have loft,
were it everin my option, by the difavowal of a fingle
principle I bave profeffed.

I come now to the fecond charge, difobedience of
orders; and in a point that fo_nearly touches the very
effence of military character, I truft I fhall not trefpafs
upon the patience of the reader, if [ treat it a little more
at large than 1 have done in my correfpondence with the
fecretary at war.

I'admic that fubordination and implicit obedience, as
applied to the operation of arms, are primary principles
in the military fyftem. An army is a mere name with-
out them. The officer who hefitates to meet certain
death upon command, deferves to receive it from the
hand of the executioner.

But there are poffible exceptions to thefe general prin-
cipl-s, efpecially owt of the field, in the moft abfolute
fervices ; and in the Britith fervice they are known and
marked, and co-exiftent with the military eftablithment
itfelf, in the mutiny a&, which confines obedience to
legal commands.  An army muft apain be garbled like
the army of Cromwell (which God avert!) before an

order
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order could be executed, like shat of Cromwell, for
garbling the parliament. o

A high fpirit will contralt the limits of obedience

fill more; with illegal, he will reje& difhonourable
commands ; and he will follow the reafoning I have al-
ready premifed, and Rate it as 2 maxim thus; be who
vheys at the expence of fortune, comfort, bealth and Iife, is
a foldier; be whe ebeys at the expence of bomour is g
Zave. .
‘ But I may be afked by fome difciplinarians, who is
10 be the judge in thefe nice definitions of obedience?
It is uncommon military dotrine, I may be wld, to
scaion upon the King’s orders—I confefs it is fo, Since
the reign of James the Second, in the Britith fervice it
pever has been neceffary.  We have been ufed in this
age, to fee the K'ng’s name give wings and infpiraticn
go duty. Difcipline, in this country, has been raifed
upon perfonal honour—a firmer bafis than fear or fer-
vility ever furnithed: and the minifter who firft fhakes
that happy confidence; who turns milirary command to
political craft ; who dares to ufe his gracious Sovereign’s
name as an engine of ftate, to glut his own anger, of
to remove his own fears, he is among(t the worft ene-
mies to that Sovereign. But fhould his purpofes go
further (a confideration of far greater magnitude to the
public) and fhould i be feen that the royal name was
brought forth for the difcipline of parliament, the minifter
foufing it would be not only an enemy to his Sovereign,
but a trairor to the conftitution of the ftate.

I will clofe the defence of my principles refpe@ing
military fubordinarion by reference to an anecdote well
authenticated and not very remote.

Ab officer in 2 neighbouring nation, for fome error
ke had committed in a day of battle, received a blow
from his prince who commanded in perfon. The offi-
cer drew a piftol, and his firft movement was to point
&t at his malter; but the next (and it was inftanta
neous} was to turn the muzzle, and difcharge the ball
into his own heart. Though my cafe differs both in the

prove-
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provocation and the confequence, in many circumftances
my conduét may juftly be fupported upon the fame
principle. 1 receive an affront that a liberal fpirit can-
not endure ; and in a name, againft which no perfonal
refentment can be purfued, nor indeed entertained : but
a fuicide of my profeflional exiftence (if I may be allowed
the phrafe) is preferable to the ftate in which the af-
front placed me. In one inftance only I renounce the
parallel.—God forbid I fhoud be thought, even in a
burft of paffion, to have pointed at my Sovereign! It
was not from his hand 1 received the blow.

I fhall folicit the reader’s attention very lictle further
but I feel the neceflity of repeating my application to
the candour of the public, both as 2 writer and an ap-
pellant.  Defence, and imputation of blame to others,
are naturally interwoven in my caufe: it required a
mere diftinét conception, and an abler hand than mine,
to keep them always apart, and open to feparate view,
In fome parts my defence may be weakened by this de-
ficiency of fkill ; but I have no right to offer the fame
excule for fuffering any blame to reft upon others be-
yond what I thought myfelf juftified to fupport.

Upon this principle, I think it juft, ac taking leave
of the fecretary of ftate for the American department,

briefly to enumerate the only facts and propofitions re-

fpecting the plan of the expedition from Canada, that I
think clearly maintainable againtt him.

Firft faét. It is clear that the plan of ajunétion of
the greater part of the forces in/Canada with the army of
Sir William Howe, was formed in the year 1776, when
Sir William Howe was in full fuccefs; when his whole
force was in the neighbourhood of New York, or in the

- Jerfies, and Mir. Wafthington was beaten, and at the
weakeft,

Second fact. This plan of a juntion was continued
(and upon juft reafoning) in the clofe of the year 17;6,
when Sir William Howe's firft propofal of operations for
the enfuing campaign arrived. Thole propofals were
made ppon the datum of a number of troops, fuffici-

ceut
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ent to furnith, befides the main army, an offenfive army
of 10,000 men, rank and file. to at on the fide of
Rhode !land, by taking pofieffion of Providence, and
penetrating from thence into the country towards Bof.
ton; and another ¢ffenfive army, not lef§ than 10,000,
to move up the North River to Albany, exclufive of
£ozo for the defence of New York.

In either of the above cafes, the -plan of jun&ion
could hardly have failed of fuccefs.

Third fact. On the 23d of February, Sir William
Howe’s alteration of the firft plan was received, and
he then propoled to a@ with the greater part of his
force on the fide of Philadelphia. at the opening of the
campaign, and to enable him fo to do, to defer the of-
Sfenfive plan from Rbode Wland 2ill the reinforcements foould
arrive, and to deftine only 3000 men to act defenfively
upon the lower part of the Hudfon’s River,

Fourth faét. On the 3d of March, the fecretary of
flate fignifizd his Majefty’s entire approbation of this
deviation from the plan firlt fuggeted.

From thefe fats arifes my fr{t propofition, that at
the time the ch:nge of plan for Sir William Howe's
cperations was adopted, by which no off-nfive force
was to remain upn the Hudfon’s River, nor a diverfion
probably to take place from Rhode fland, the plan of
my operations, the fuccefs of which would propably
depend in a great degree uwpon co-operation and di-
verfion, ought to have been changed likewife : inftead
of rthat, 1t was enforced and made pofitive by the re-
fufal of the Jatitude 1 had propofed of ating upon
the Conneflicut, or, in cafe of exigency, embarking the
troops and effecting the jundion by fea,

Fifth fact.  On the 1gth of March, a letter from Sir
William Howe, by the fecretary of face, acquainting
him, that a brigade of Britith and fome companies of
grenadiers and bght infantry had been withdrawn from
Rhode Ifland, which made_the force left there merely
defenfive. 'The fame letcer mentions the profpes the
enemy had of bringing 50,000 men into she fizld.
' Sixth
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Sixth fa&. 1 did not leave England till the befrm-
ning of April, by which time the fecretary of ftate mutt
have known, or ought to have known, that no de-
pendance could be placed upon reinforcements from
England arriving at New York in time for Sir William
Howe to refume the intention he had deferred, viz. a
diverfion from Rhode Ifland, or of making the force
upon Hudfon’s River adequare to offenfive ¢ operation,

Hence arifes my {econd propofition, that the latitude
I had propofed, or other expedients of precaution, cught
then at leaft to have been adopted : inftead of which, I
was {uffercd to fail, ignorant of Sir Williom Howes
plans, and ignorant of the defalcation or the delays-in
the reinforcements deltined for him. The _confequence
was, that neither his letter to Sir Guy Carleton, put
into my hands after my arrival in Canada, nor his Jet-
ter to me of the 17th of June, informing me of his def-
tination for Pennfylvania, removed my expectation of
co-operation, becaufe I was to fuppofe, that fubfequent
to the dates of cither of thofe letters, he would receive
orders from the fecretary of ftare refpefling the junc-
tion, and alfo a timely reinforcement.

Seventh faét. The fecretary of ftate makes no men-
tion of the northern expedition in any of his diipatches
to Sir William Howe at the end of March, when my
orders were fixed, nor in the month of April. And it
is a further fact, that I am perfuaded will not be con-
tefted, that he did not mention any orders or rece m-
mendations relative to co-operanon verbally to Sir Wil-
liam Howe’s aid-de-camp, or’any. other confidential
perfon who f{ailed about that time,

The firft mention made of the neceflity of co-opera-
tion was in the fecretary of ftace’s letrer of the 182h of
‘May, wherein his Lordthip *“ Trufts that whatever be
[ Sir William Howe) may meditate, it will be executed in
time to co-operate with the ariy crdered to proce:d from
Canada.”

The propofition clearly juftified by thef: facts is. that
if the fecretary of ftate had thought proper to figmiy

the
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the King’s expeation of a co-operation to be made in
my favour in the month of March or beginning of
April, as in confiftency he ought to have done, it woyld
have arrived before Sir William Howe embarked his
army, and in time for him to have made 2 new difpo-
fition : but inftead of that, this very material injunQion
was not difpatched till it was almoft phyfically impof.
fible it thould have any effet. And fo indeed it hap.
pened, for Sir William Howe received it on the 16th
of Auguft, at a diftance from Hudfon’s River too great
forany detachment from his own army to be made in
time, could it even have been fpared ; and the reinforce.
ment from England, upon which Sir William Howe
depended to ftrengthen Sir Henry Clinton, was much
later flill—too late (as it has been fhewn) to enable that
general with all his activity and zeal to give any effec-
tual fupport.

Indeed the conduct of the fecretary of ftate, in in-
ferting this paragraph, in his letter of the 18th of May,
when it could not avail, after omitting it when certainly
it would have been timely, feems fo prepofterous, that
it can only be explained by one faét. It tranipired about
that time, that Sir William Howe’s army was deftined
for Pennfylvania, and people who had confidered the
force of the enemy to be colleted from the northern
provinces began to be alarmed for my army. It is well
known (though I cannot afcertain the date) that an
officer of very great ability, and a perfet knowledge in
the country through which I was to pafs, as foon as he
heard that no_difpofition was made for a fupport from
New York, foretold to the fecretary of ftate, or his near
friends, the fall of my army. Under this apprehenfion
it might appear to the fecretary of ftate a proper cau-
tion, that an expe@ation of co-operation fhould exift
under his hand.

If plans fo inconfiftently formed, and managed by the
fecretary of ftate with fo much feeming confidence, as
to miflead his generals, and fo much real referve as to
deftroy them, fhould be defended by that infatuated :xf

e
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lief then entertained of the inability of the enemy to re-
fitt, I fhould beg leave to ftate, as one propofition
more, that after the experience of their aions at
Trenton, and many other places, and the intelligence of
their new levies received from Sir William Howe, fuch
confidence was an additional fault, and perhaps a more
pernicious one than any I have ftated.

Thus much for the noble Lord in his public capacity.
What fhare of the perfecution I have fuftained (more
than I have direltly exprefled in different parts of my
defence) are imputable to his private councils, is not
within my knowledge : butif in fpeaking of my perfe-
cutors in general, 1 may be thought fometimes to have
ufed ftrong terms, I have only to fay, that having ad-
vanced no fa& which I am not able and refolved to
maintain, I have not felt myfelf called upon, in apply-
ing thofe falls for any further attention, than to preferve
the language of a gentleman, which is an attention due
to myfelf as well as to the public. It is open and manly
enmity alone that unites refpect with refentment.

I with I could as eafily apologife for all the other
faults with which this undertaking abounds as a com-
pofition. At a time when fo many pens are employed,
I mutt not expect to be fpared. 1 fhall treat with filent
refpet any comments that are fairly founded and de-
livered with liberality; and with contempt, equally
filent, the common inveltives of the political prefs.
This appeal is not to reft upon. literary criticifm, or
party difputation, but upon the broad equity of my
country. 1 know that prejudice and malice will vanith
before the man who dares to fubmit his actions to
that tet—If acquitted there, 1 fecl I am not degrad-
ed; and I have not a fenfation within my breaft
which does not at the [ame time affure me, I cannot
be unhappy.

J] BURGOYNE.
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Copy of a Letter from Lientenant-General Burgoyne 20 No, I,
Lord George Germain, dated Hertford-Street, 1

January, 1777.
My Lorbp,

MY phyfician has preffed me to. go to Bath for a
fhort time, and I find it requifite to my health and
fpirits to follow his advice; but I think it a previous
duty to affure your Lordfhip, that, fhould my atten-
dance in town become néceflary, relatively to informa-
tion upon the affairs of Canada, I fhall be ready to o-
bey your fummons upon one day’s notice.

Your Lordihip being out of town, I fubmitted the
above intentions, a few days ago, perfonally to his
Majefty in his clofet; and I added, ¢ That, asthe
arrangements for the nex: campaign might poffibly
come under his royal contemplation before my return,
I humbly laid myfelf at his Majefty’s feet for fuch ac-
tive employment as he might think me worthy of.”

This was the fubftance of my audience on my part.
T undertook it, and I now report it to your Lordthip,
in the hope of your patronage in this purfuit; a hope,
my Lord, fonnded not only upon a juft fenfe of the
honour your Lordthip’s friendthip muft reflect upon me,
but alfo upon a feeling that [ deferve it, in as much as
a folid refpect and fincere perfonal attachment can con-
ftirute fuch a claim. _

I leave in the hands of Mr. D’Oyley fuch of the
memorandums confided to me by General Carleton as
require dilpatch, fhould your Lordfhip think proper
to carry them into execution. -

Talfo



No. II.

A PPENDTIX

I alfo leave in that gentleman’s hands the copy of ap
application relative to boats for the artillery, and which
I take the liberty to fubmit to your Lordfhip as well
worthy of confideration; upon the fuppofition that the
enemy fhould arm upon Lake George, and that any
operation thould be advifeable by that route, \

I likewife leave the difpofition of winter quarters,
which I received by the laft thip from Canada. I find
no difpatch is come to your Lordtfhip by that occafion,
and I conceived thofe papers might be of ufe,

1 have the honour to be,
My L.ord, &c.

J. Burcoyns,

Extras of a Letter from Lord George Germain #o §ir
Guy Carleton, dazed Whitehall, 224 Auguft, 1776,

THE rapid fuccefs of his Majefty’s arms, in dri-
ving the rebels out of Canada, does great honour to
your conduct; and I hope foon to hear that you have
been able to purfue them acrofs the lakes, and to pof-
fefs thofe pofts upon the frontiers which may effeftually
fecure your province from any future infult.

His Majefty, in appointing you commander in chief
of his forces in Canada, was pleafed to extend your
commiffion to the frontiers of his provinces bordering
thereupon, wifely forefeeing that it might be neceflury
for the completing your plan of operations that you
fhould march your army beyond the limits- of your
own government. I truft, before this lerter reaches
you, that you will, by your fpirit and activity, have
cleared the frontiers of Canada of all the rebel farces,
and will have taken the proper meafures for keeping
poffeflion of the lakes, That fervice being performed;
bis Majefty commands me to acquaint you, that there
ftill remains another part of .your duty. to be un]t‘ief'

- caken,y
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taken, which will require all your abilities and the
fri¢tett application, the reftoring peace and the efta-
blithing good order and legal government in Canada.
It is an object of the greatelt importance to this coun-
try ; the difficulties attending it are immenfe ; bur his
Majefty depends upon your zeal, and upon your expe-
rience, for carrying it into execution.  His Majefly,
ever anxious for the happinefs of his fubje&s, com-
mands me to inform you, that no time thould be loft
in beginning fo important a work, and that you do
therefore return to Quebec, detaching Lieutenant-
General Burgoyne, or tuch other officer as you fhall
think moft proper, with that part of your forces which
can be {pared from the immediate defence of your pro-
vince, to carry on fuch operations as fhali be moft
conducive to the fuccels of the army alting on the
fide of New-York ; and that you direct the officer fo
detached to communicate with, and put himfelf as
foon as poflible under the command of, General Howe:
you will order fuch artillery as you thall judge necef-
fary to proceed with this detachment; and, as a great
quantity of heavy cannon and military ftores were fent,
upon the fuppofition that Quebec might have been in
the hands of the rebels, you will, upon requifition from
General Howe, fupply him with fuch cannon and
ftores as may not be wanted for the protetion of
Canada.

Thoughts for condutting the War from the Side of Canada. No. I1I.

By Lieutenant-General Burgoyne.

WHEN the laft thips came from Quebec, a re-
port prevailed in Canada, faid to have been founded
upon pofitive evidence, that the rebels had laid the
keels of feveral large veflels at Skenefborough and Ti-
conderoga, and had refolved to exert their utmoft

Az powers
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powers to conftruct a new and formidable fleet during
the winter. . :

I will not, however, give credit to their exertions
in fuch a degree as to imagine the King’s troops will
be prevented pafling Lake Champlain early in the
fummer, but will fuppofe the operations of the army
to begin from Crown-Point.

But as the prefent means to form effectual plans is
to lay down every poffible difficulty, I will fuppofe
the enemy in great force at Ticonderoga: the dif-
ferent works there are capable of admitting twelve
thoufand men.

1 will fuppofe him alfo to occupy Lake George with
a confiderable naval firength, in order to fecure his re-
treat, and afterwards to retard the campaign; andit
is natural to expect that he will take meafures to block
up the roads from Ticonderoga to Albany by the way
of Skenefborough, by fortifying the ftrong ground at
different places, and thereby obliging the King’s army
to catry a weight of artillery with it; and, by felling
trees, breaking bridges, and other obvicus impedic
ments, to delay, though he fhould not have power or
{pirit finally to refift, its progrefs.

The enemy thus difpofed upon the fide of Canada, it
is to be conlidered what troops will be neceflary, and
what difpofition of them will be moft proper to pro-
fecute the campaign with vigour and effec. ‘

I humbly conceive the operating army (I mean ex-
clufively of the troops left for the fecurity of Canada)
ought not to confift of lefs than eight thoufand regu-
lars, rank and file. The artillery required in the me-
morandums of General Carleton, a corps of watermen,
two thoufand Canadians, including hatchet-men and
other workmen, and one thoufand or more favages.

Itis to be hoped that the reinforcement and the
vittualling-fhips may all be ready to fail from the
Channel and from Corke on the laft day of March.

Iam
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I am perfuaded, that to fail with a fleet of tranfports
earlier, is to fubjeét government to lofs and difap-
pointment. It may reafonably be expected that they
will reach Quebec before the 20th of May ; a period
in fuil time for opening the campaign. The roads,
and the rivers and lakes, by the meking and running
off of the fnows, are in common years impracticable
fooner.

But as the weather, long before that time, will
probably have admited of labour in the docks, I will
take for granted that the fleet of laft year, as well ba-
teaux as armed veflels, will be found repaired, aug-
mensed, and fit for immediate fervice. The maga-
zines that remain of provifion (I believe them not to be
abundant) will probably be formed at Montreal, Sorel,
and Chamblée.

I conceive the firft bufinefs for thofe entrufted with
the chief powers, fhould be to lelet and poft the
troops deftined to remain in Canada ; to throw up the
military ftores and provifion w:th all poffible difpatch,
in which fervice the above-mentioned troops, if pro-
perly poited, will greatly affift; and to draw the army,
dettined for operation, to cantonments, within as few
days march of St. John’s as conveniently may be. I
thould prefer cantonments at that fea:on of the year to
encampment, as the ground is very damp, and confe-
quently very pernicious to the men, and more efpeci-
ally as they will have been for many months before
ufed to lodgings, heated with ftoves, or between decks
in fhips : all thele operations may be put in motion
together, but they feverally require fome obfervation.

I thould with that the troops left in Canada, fuppo-
fing the number mentioned in my former memoran-
dum to be approved, might be made as follows:

43 The
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The 31t regiment, Britifh, exclufive of their
light company of grenadiers, — — ~ 448
Maclean’s corps, — -— — — =— — 300
The 2g:h reg'ment, —— =— — — — 448
The ten additional companies from Great- ‘
Biitain, — —= — — = = —
Brunfwic and Hefle Hanau to be taken by de-
tachments or complete corps, as Major-
General’ Reidefel fhall recommend, leavirg
the grenadiers, light-infantry, and dragoons,
complete, — — — — — — — 650
Detachments from the o her Briufh brigades,
feaving the grenadiers and light infanury
complete, and iquaring the battalions e-
qually, — ~— — — — — — 600

Rank 24 Pilg;

560

3006:

My reafon for felefting the 31ft regiment for this
duty is, that when I faw it laft it was not equally in.
order with the other regiments for fervices of ativity,

I propofe the 2g.h regiment, as it is not at prefent
brigaded.

T propofe Maclean’s corps. becaufe 1.very much ap.
prehend defertion from fuch parts ot it as_are compafed:
of Americans, fhould they come near the enemy.

In Canada, wharfoever may be their difpofition, it
is not fo eafy to effe@ it,

And I propofe making up the refidue by. detachn
ment, becaule, by fele¢ting the men leaft calculated for,
fatigue or leaft accuftomed to i:, which may bee
qually good foldiers in more confined movements. and
better-provided fituations, the effettive firength for
operation is much greater and the defenfive ftrength.
not impaired.

I mutt beg leave to ftate the expeditious conveyance
of Proviﬁon and ftores from Quebec and the feveral

- ) other
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other depofitaries, in order to form ample magazines
at Crown-Point, asone of the moft important opcra-
tions of the campaign, becaufe it is upon that ‘which
moft of the reft will depend. If failing-veffels up the
St. Lawrence are alone to be employed, the accident
of contrary winds may delay them two months before
they pafs the Rapids of Richelieu, and afterwards Sc.
Peter’s-Lake; delaysto that extent are not uncom-
mon, and they are only to be obviated by having a
quantity of fmall craft in readinefs to work with oars.
From the mouth of the Sorel to Chamblée, rowing and
tacking is a fure conveyance if fufficient hands are
found. From Chamblée to St. Therefe (which is juft
above the Rapids) land-carriage muft be ufed, and
great authority will be requifite to fupply the quanticy
neceflary.

A bufinefs thus complicated in arrangement, in fome
parts unufual in practice, and in others perhaps diffi-
cult, can only be carried to the defired effect by the
peremptory powers, warm zeal, and confonant opinion,
of the governor ; and, though the former are not to be
doubted, a failure, in the latter, vindicated, or feem-
ing to be vindicated, by the plaufible obftructions that
will not fail to be fuggefted by others, will be fuffici-
ent to cruth fuch exertions as an officer of a fanguine
temper, entrufted with the future conduét of the cam-
paign, and whofe perfonal intereft and fame theretore
confequentially depend upon a timely out-fer, would
be led to make,

The affembly of the favages and the Canadians will
alfo entirely depend upon the governor.

Under thefe confiderations, it is prefumed, that the
general officer, employed to proceed with the army,
will be holden to be vut of the reach of any poffible
blame tili he is clear of the province of Canada, and

furnithed with the propofed fupplies.
4 4 The
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The navigation of Lake Champlain, fecured by the
fupérioricy of our naval force, and the arrangements
for farming proper magazines fo eftablifhed as ro make
the execution certain, I would not lofe a day to take
poffeffion of Crown-Point with Brigadier Frafer’s corps,
a large body of favages, a body of Canadians, both
for fcours and works, and the beft of our engineers
and artificers well fupplied with intrenching tools.

The brigade would be fufficient to prevent infule
during the time neceflary for collecting the ftores,
forming magazines, and fortifying the pofts ; all which
fhould be done, to a certain degree, previous to pro-
ceeding in force to Ticonderoga; to fich a degree |
mean as may be fuppofed to be effeCted in time of
tranfporting arfillery, preparing fafcines, and other
neceffaries for artillery operations ; and, by keeping
the'reft of the army back during that period, the

- tranfport of provifions will be leffened, and the foldi.

ers made of ufe in forwarding the convoys,

But though there wouid be only one brigade a
Crown-Point at that time, it does not follow that the
enemy fhould remain in a ftate of tranquillity.  Corps
of favages, fupported by detatchments ot light regu-
Jars, fhould be continually on foot to keep them in
alarm; and within their woiks, to cover the recon.
noitering of general officers and engineers; and to ob-
taifl:l the beft intelligence of their ftrength, pofition, and
defign.

If due exertion is made in the preparations ftated
above, it may be hoped that Ticonderoga will be re-
duced early in the fummer, and it will then become a
more proper place for arms than Crown-Point,

The nexr meafure muft depend upon thofe taken by
the enemy, and upon the general plan of the campaign
as congerted at home. If it be determined that Genes
ral Howe’s whole forces fhould a¢t upon Hudfon’s»
River, and to the fouthward of it, and that the only

‘ object
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objet of the Canada army be to effe&t a junftion with
that force, the immediate poffeffion of Lake' George
would be of great confequence, as the moft expeditious
and moft commodious route to Albany ; and, thould
the enemy be in force upon that lake, which is very
probable, every effort fhould be tried, by throwing
favages and light troops round it, to oblige them to
quit it without waiting for naval preparations, Should
thole efforts fail, the route by Scuth-Bay and Skepef-
borough might be attempted ; but confiderable diffi-
culties may be expeted, as the narrow parts of the
river may be eafily choked up and rendered impafii-
ble; and, at beft, there will be neceflity for a great
deal of land-carriage for the artillery, provifion, &c.
which can only be fupplied from Canada. In cafe of
fuccefs alfo by that route, and the enemy not removed
from Lake George, it will be neceflary to leave a chain
of pofts, as the army proceeds, for the fecurities of
your communication, which may too much weaken fo
fmall an army.

Left all thefe attempts fhould unavoidably fail, and
it become indifpenfably neceffary to atrack the enemy
by water upon Lake George, thearmy, atthe out-fet,
thould be provided with carriages, implemeats, and
artificers, for conveying armed veflels from Ticonde«
roga to the lake,

Thefe ideas are formed upon the {uppofition that it
be the fole purpofe of the Canada army to effect a junc-
tion with General Howe; or, after co-operating fo far
as to get poficflion of Albany and open the communi-
cation to New-York, to remain upon the Hudfon’s-
River, and thereby enable that general to act with his
whole force to the fouthward.

But, thould the ftrength of the main American ar-
my be fuch as to admit of the corps of troops now at
Rhode-Ifland remaining there during the winter, and
acting feparately in the fpring, it may be highly wc;]r-

: thy
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thy confideration, whether the moft important puri
pole to which the Canada army could be employed,
fuppofing it in pofieffion of Ticonderoga, would not
be to gain the Connetticut River.

The extent of country from Ticonderoga to the in.
habited country upon that river, oppofite to Charles-
Town, is about fixty miles; and, though to convey
artillery and provifion fo far by land would be attended
with difficulties, perhaps more than thofe above fug.
gefted upon a progrefs to Skenefborough, fhould the
object appear worthy, it is to be hoped refources mighe
be found ; in that cafe, it would be advifeable to fors
tify, with one or two ftrong redoubts, the heights op
pofite to Charles-Town, and eftablifh pofts of favages
upon the paffage from Ticonderoga to thofe heights,
to preferve the communication, and at the {ame time
prevent any attempt from the country above Charles-
‘Town, which is very populous, trom molefting the
rear or interrupting the convoys of fupply, while the
army proceeded down the Conneéticut. Should the
junétion between the Canada and Rhode-Ifland armies
be effected upon the Connetticut, it is rot too fanguine
an expettation that all the New-England provinces will
be reduced by their operations.

To avoid breaking.in upon other matter, I omitted
in the beginning of thefe papers to {tate the idea of an
expedition at the out-fet of the campaign, by the Lake
Ontario and Ofwego, to the Mohawk-River; whichy
as.a diverfion to facilitate every propofed cperationy
would be highly defirable, provided the army fhould
be reinforced fufficiently to afford it.

It may at firft appear, from a view of the prefent
ftrength of the army, that it may bear the fort of de:
tachment propofed by myfeif laft year for this purpofe;
butitis to be confidered that at that time the utmoft
object of the campaign, from the advanced feafon and:
unavoidable delay of preparation for the lakes, beir];g'

the
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the reduction of Crown-Point and Ticonderoga, un.
lefs the fuccefs of my expedition had opened the road
to. Albany, no greater numbers were neceffary than
for thofe firft operations. The cafe in the prefent year
differs ; becaule the feafon of the year affords a prof~
pect of very extenfive operation, and confequently the
eftablithment of many pofts, patroles, &c. will become
neceffary.  The army ought to be in a ftate of num-
bers to bear thofe drains, and ftill remain fufficient to
artack any thing that probably can be oppofed to ir.

Nor, to argue from probability, is fo much force
neceflary for this diverfion this year as was required for
the laft; becaufe we then knew that General Schuyler,
with a thoufand men, was fortified upon the Mchawk,
When the different fituations of things are confidered,
viz. the progrefs of General Howe, the early invafion
from Canada, the threatening of the Conne&icut from
Rhode-Ifland, &c. it is not to be imagined that any
detachment of tuch force as that of Schuyler can be
fupplied by the enemy for the Mohawk. I would not
therefore propofe it of more (and I have great diffi-
dence wherther fo much can be prudently afforded)
than Sir John Johnfon’s corps, a hundred Britith
from the fecond brigade, and a hundred more from
the bth regiment, with four pieces of the lightelt ar-
tillery, and a body of favages; Sir John Johnfon to
be with a detachment in perfon, and an able field-of-
ficer to command it. I thould with Lieutenant-Colonel
St. Leger for that employment.

I paruculanife the fecond brigade, becaufe the firft
is propofed to be diminithed by the 31ft regiment re-
maining in Canada, and the reft of the regiment, drafted
for the expedition, being made alfo parc of the Canada
force, the two brigades will be exattly fquared,

Should 1t appear, upon examination ot the really ef-
fective numbers of the Canada army, that the force is

pot fufficient for proceeding upon the above ideas with
a
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a fair profpe& of fuccefs, the aiternative remains of
embarking the army at Quebec, in order to effedt a
jun&ion with General Howe by fea, or to be employed
feparately to co-operate with the main defigns, by fuch
means as thould be within their ftrength upon other
parts of the continent. And though the army, upon
examination of the numbers from the returns here, and
the reinforcements defigned, fhould appear adequate,
it is humbly fubmitted, as a fecurity againft the pof-
fibility of its remaining inactive, whether it might not
be expedient to entrutt the latirude of embarking the
army by fea to the commander in chief, provided any
accidents during the winter, and unknown here, fhould
have diminithed the numbers confiderably ; or that the
enemy, from any winter fuccels to the fouthward,
thould have been able to draw fuch torces towards the
frontiers of Canada, and take up their ground with
fuch precaution, as torender the intended meafureim-
practicable or too hazardous. But, in that cafe, it
muft be confidered that more force would be required
to be left behind, for the fecurity of Canada, than is
fuppoled to be neceflary when an army is beyond the
Yakes; and I do not conceive any expedition from the
fea can be {o formidable to the enemy, or fo effeftual
to clole the war, asan invafion from Canada by Ti-
conderoga. This laft meafure ought not to be thought
of, but upon pofitive conviction of its neceffity.

Hertford-Street,
Feb, a8th, 1777, J. BurRGoOYNE.

Extrasl of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Gt-
neral Carleton, dazed Whitehall, 26¢5 March, 1777.

MY letter of the 22d Auguft, 1776, wasintrufted:
to the care of Caprain Le Maitre, one of your aid-de-
camps ; after having been three times in the Gulph of
St. Lawrence he had the mortification to find it im-.

pofible
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poflible to make his paffage to Quebec, and therefore
returned to England with my difpatch; which, though
it was prevented by that accident from reachmg your
hands in due time, I neverthelefs think proper to tranf-
mit to you by this earlielt opportunity.

You will be infirmed, by the contents chereof, that,
as foon as you thould have driven the rebel forces from
the frontiers of Canada, it was his Majefty’s pleafure
you fhould return to Quebec, and take with you fuch
part of your army as in your judgement and difcretion

appeared fufficient for the defence of the province;

that you fhould detach Lieutenant-General Burgoyne,
or fuch other officer as you fhould think moft proper,
with the remainder of the troops, and dire¢t the officer
fo detached to proceed with all poflible expedition to
join General Howe, and to put himfelf under his com-
mand.

With a view of quelling the rebellionas foon as pof
fible, it is become highly neceffary that the moft fpeedy
Jjunétion of the two armies thould be effetted; and,
therefore, as the fecurity and good government ‘of Ca.
nada abfolutely require your prefence there, it is the
King’s determination to leave about 3000 men under
your command, for the defence and duties of that
province, and to employ the remainder of your army
upon two expeditions, the one under the command of
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, who is to force his way
to Albany ; and the other under the command of Lieu-
‘tenant-Colonel St. Leger, who is to make a diverfion
on the Mohawk-River.

As this plan cannot be advantageoufly executed
without the affiftance of Canadians and Indians, his
Majefty ftrongly recommends it to your care, to fur-
nith both expeditions with good and fufficient bodies
of thofe men; and I am happy in knowing that your

influence among them is fo great, that there can be no
room
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room to apprehend you will find it difficult to fulfi
his Majcfty’s expectations.

In order that no time may be loft in entering upon
thefe important undertakings, General Burgoyne ha
received orders to fail forthwith for Quebec ; and that
the intended operations may be maturely confidered,
and afterwards carried on in fuch a manner as is moft
likely to be followed by fuccefs, he is direfted to con-
fult with you upon the fubjeé, and to form and adjuft
the plan as you both thall think moft conducive to his
Majefty’s fervice.

I am alfo to acquaint you, that, as foon as you fhall
have fully regulated every thing relative to thefe expe-
ditions, (and the Kingrelies upon vour zeal, that you
will be as expeditious as the nature of the bufinefs will

admit,) it is his Majefty’s pleafure that you detain, for
the Canada fervice,

The 8th regiment, dedu&ing 100 for the expe-

dition to the Mohawk, ~— . . "__ 460
Battalion companies of the 29th and 31ft regi-

ments, ~—~— — o o " _. T 896
Rattalion companies of the 34th, dedudling 100

for the expedition to the Mohawk, — — 348
Eleven additional companies from Great-Britain, 616
Detachments from the two brigades, o— — 300
Detachments trom the German troops, = - 650

Royal Highland emigrants, — — o o— 500

——

3770

———

You will naturally conclude that this allotment for
Canada has not been made without properly weighing
the feveral duties which are likely 1o be required. His
Majefty has not only confidered the feveral garrifons
and pofts which probably it may be neceffary for you
to take 3 viz. Quebec, Chaudiere, the diaffected p*+
rifhes of Point Levi, Montreal, and pofts between that

town
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town and Ofwegatche, Trois Rivieres, St. John’s, Scle
aux Noix, La Prairie, Vergere, and fome other towns
upon the fouth fhore of St. Lawrence, oppofite the
ifle of Montreal, with pofts of communication to St,
John’s, but he hath alfo reflected that the feveral ope-
rations, which will be carrying on in different parts of
America, muft neceffarily confine the attention of the
rebels to the refpective feenes of ation, and fecure Ca-
nada from external attacks ; and that theinternal quiet
which at prefent prevails is not likely to be inter-
rupted, or, if interrupted, will foon be reftored by
your influence over the inhabitants ; he therefore trufts
that 3000 men will be quite fufficient to anfwer every
poflible demand.

It is likewife his Majefty’s pleafure that you put under
the command of Licutenant-General Burgoyne,

The grenadiers and light infantry of the army
(except of the 8th regimentand the 24th re-
giment) as the advanced corps, under the .
command of Brigadier-General Frafer, — 1568

Firft brigade, battalion companies of the gth,
21ft, and 47th, regiments, deducting a de-
tachment of 50 from each corps, to remain
in Canada, — — — — — — — 1104

Second brigade, battalion companies of the
20th, 53d, and 62d, regiments, deducting
50 from each corps, to remain as above, — 1194

All the German troops, except the Hanau chaf-

feurs, and a detachment of 650, — -~ 321%
The artillery, except fuch parts as thall be pe- - -
ceffary for the defence of Canada. —_—
< 7173

Together with as many Canadians and Indians as may
be thought neceffary for this fervice ; and, after having
furnithed him in the fulleft and completeft manner

with
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with artillery, ftores, provifions, and every other ars
ticle neceffary for his expedition, and fecured to him
every affiftance which itis in your power to afford and
procure, you are to give him orders to pafs Lake
Champlain ; and from thence, by the moft vigorous
exertion of the force under his command, to proceed
with all expedition to Albany, and put himfelf under
the command of Sir William Howe.

From the King’s knowledge of the great preparz.
tions made by you laft year to fecure the command of
the lakes, and your attention to this part of the fer
vice during the winter, his Majefty is led to expelt
that every thing will be ready for General Burgoyne’s
paffing the lakes by the time you and he fhall havead-
jufted the plan of the expedition.

Itis the King’s farther pleafure that you put under
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger,

Detachment from the 8th regiment, — — — 100
Petachment from the 34th regiment, — — 100
Sir John Johnfon’s regiment of New-York, ~ 133
Hanau chaffeurs, —~ — = = — ~ 32

675

Together with a fufficient number of Canadians and
Indians ; and, after having furnifhed him with propet
artillery, flores, provifions, and every other neceflary
article for his expedition, and fecured to him every ak
fittance in your power to afford and procure, you are
to give him orders to proceed forthwith to and down
the Mohawk-River to Albany, and put himfelf under
the command of Sir William Howe.

I thall write to Sir William Howe, from hence, by
the firft packet; but you will, neverthelefs, endeavour
to give him the earlieft inteliigence of this meafuré}
and alfo direct Lieutenant-General Burgoyne and Lieus
tenant-Colonel St. Leger to negle&t no opportunity of

daing



A PPENDIX

doing the fame, that they may receive infiruGions ‘

from Sir William Howe. You will, at the fame time,
inform them, that, until they fhall have received or-
ders from Sir William Howe, it is his Majelty’s
pleafure that chey act as exigences may require, and
in fuch manner as they fhall judge moft proper for
making an impreflion on the rebels, and bringing them
to obedience ; but that, in fo doing, they muft never
lofe view of their intended junétions with Sir William
Howe as their principal objeéts.

In cafe Lieutenant-General Burgoyne or Lieutenant-
Colonel St. L.eger thould happen to die, or be ren-
dered, through illnefs, incapable of executing thofe
great trufls, you are to nominate, to their refpeCtive
commands, fuch officer or officers as you fhall think
beft qualified to fupply the place of thofe whom his
Majefty has, in his wif{dom, at prefent appointed to
conduct thefe expeditions.

xvii

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne fo No. V.

Lord George Germain, dated Quebec, May 14,
2777. .
My Lozrb, [Private.]
I TAKE the opportunity of a vefel, difpatched
by Sir Guy Carleton to England, to inform ycur
Lordthip of my arrival here the 6th inftant. And
though my prefent firuation, as acting under a fuperior
upon the fpot, may make an official correfpondence
unneceffary, I cannot perfuade myfelf I thall not ap-
pear guilty of impropriety in affluming the honour of
a private and confidential one, relative to the objects
of my deflination.
From my prefent information, I have reafon to ex-
pect the preparations for opening the campaign to be
very forward on our part. Due exertions were ufed

in the courfe of the winter, and the uncommeon mild-
B nefs
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nefs of the weather greatly favoured them, to convey
provifions to Chamblée and St. John’s.  Cne large
vi¢tualler arrived after I left che St. Lawrence laft No.
vember ; all refidpes of other viftuallers have beep
collected ; I am in hopes of finding a fufficiency of
provifion to enable me to crofs the Lake Champlain
ar leaft, without the arrival of the Corke fleet. Ihope
alfo to find artillery-ftores enough to feel the pulfe of
the enemy at Ticonderoga. Should their fituation
and refolution be fuch as to make great artillery pre-
parations requifite, I fhall certainly be under the ne.
ceflity of waiting, at Crown-Point, the arrival of the
ordnance fhips from England. A good body of the
Indians, 1 am affured, are ready to move upon the
firft call, and meafures are taking for bringing them
forthwith to proper rendezvous,

1 cannot {peak with fo much confidence of the mili-
tary affilftance I am to look for from the Canadians. The
only corps yet inftituted, or that I am informed can 2t
prefent be inftituted, are three independent companies
of 100 men each, officered by Seigneurs of the coun-
try, who are well chofen; but they have not been
able to engage many volunteers. The men are chiefly
drafted-from the militia, according to a late regulation
of the legiflative council. Thofe I have yet feen af-
ford no promife of ufe of arms ; — aukward, ignorant,
difinclined to the fervice, and fpiritlefs. Various reay
fons-are affigned for this change in the natives fince the
time of the French government, It may partly be
owing to a difufe of arms, but I believe principally ta
the unpopularity of their Seigneurs, and to the poifon
which the emiffaries of the rebels have thrown into
their minds.  Should T find the new companies up the
country better compofed, or that the well-affected par-
ties can be prevailed upon to turn out volunteers,
though but for a thort occafion, as they did laft yeaarl,l

1t
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¥ thall move Sir Guy Carleton to exert farther mea-
fures to augment my numbers. '

The army will fall fhort of the ftrength computed
in England ; the want of camp-equipage, clothing,
and many other neceflary articles, will caufe inconve-
nience; I have neverthelefs determined to put the troops,
deftined for my command, immediately in motion ;
and, affifted by the fpirit and health in which they
abound, I am confident in the profpect of overcoming
difficulties and difappointments.

Having fettled all meafures with Sir Guy Carleton,
both for this purpofe and for the expeditious tranfport
of the ftores'as they may arrive ; and having already
difpatched inftrutions to Captain Lutwidge, who com-
mands the fleet upon Lake Champlain, to fecure the
navigation, in which [ clearly fee he will find no
trouble, I fhall proceed in perfon this afternoon for
Montrezl; and from thence make my final arrange-
ments for purfuing the King’s orders.

1 fhould think myfelf deficient in juftice and in ho-
nour, were I to clofe my letter without mentioning the
fenfe I entertain of General Carleton’s condué 3 that
he was anxioufly defirous of leading the military ope-
rations out of the province, is eafily to be difcerned;
but his deference to his Majefty’s decifion, and his
zeal to give effe to his mealures in my hands, are
equally manifeft, exemplary, and fatisfactory. Ifhall
take every poflible means to tranfmiz to your Lordthip
an account of my proceedings from time to time. And
have the honour to be, with perfect refpet,

Your Lordfhip’s meft obedient
And moft humble fervant,
J. BurcovnE.

P. S. I have mentioned nothing of intelligence con-
cerning the epemy, concluding that Sir Guy Carleton
B2 will

Xix
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will tranfmit the material partof it, and in a manper
more full than in my power todo. I underftand they
have laboured hard to ftrengthen Ticonderoga, and
threaten a vigoraus refiftance there ; and that they have
built fome veflels on Lake George, as your Lordthip
may remember I had forefeen.

Copy of a Letter from Licutenant-General Burgoyne to
Lord George Germain, dated Montreal, May 19,

1777

My Lorbp,

I HAD the honour to write to your Lordthip the
day I left Quebec; having reafon to imagine this letter
may reach that place in time to be difpatched with my
former one, I cannot omit the occafion to inform your
Lordthip, that the hopes I exprefled of being able to
put the troops in motion, without waiting the arrival
of the fleets from England and Ireland, are confirmed,

The only delay is occafioned by the impraticability
of the roads, owing to late extraordinary heavy rains;
and this difficulty will be fpeedily removed, by exer-
ting the fervices of the parithes as foon as the weather
clears. In the mean time, I am employing every
means, that water-carriage will admit of, for drawing
the troops and ftores towards their point. I truft I
fhall have veflels fufficient to move the army and ftores
together; and, in that cafe, will take poft at once,
within fight of Ticonderoga, and only make ufe of
Crown-Point for my hofpital and magazine,

A continuation of intelligence, from different fpies
and deferters, confirms the defign of the enemy to dif-
pute Ticonderoga vigoroufly. They are alfo building
bow-gallies at Fort George, for the defence of that
Lake, &c. fortifying on the road to Skenefborough.

It is configned to the New-England colonies to
furnifh fupplics of men and provifion to oppofe the

progrefs
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progrefs of my army; and they have undertaken the
tafk, upon condition of being exempt from fupplying
Mr. Wafhington’s main army.

It is my defign, while advancing to Ticonderoga,

and during the fiege of that poft, (for a fiege I appre- -

hend it muft be,) to give all poffible jealoufy on the fide
of Connec¢ticut. If I can, by manceuvre, lead the
enemy to fufpect, that, after the reduction of Ticonde-
roga, my views are pointed that way, the Conne&icut
forces will be very cautious of leaving their own fron-
tier, and I may gain a Qart that may much expedite
and facilitate my progrefs to Albany.

Your Lordfhip may reft affured, that, whatever de-
monftration I may endeavour to impofe on the ene-
my, 1 fhall really make no movement that can pro-
craftinate the great obje& of my orders.

I have the honour to be, &c.

J. Burgovne

Xxi

Subftance of the Speech of Licutenant-General Burgoyne No. VI

to the Indians, in Congrefs, at the Camp upon the Ri~
wver Bouquet, June 21, 17773 and their Anfwer,
tranflated.

[In Licutenant-General Burgoyne’s, June2z, 1777.]

Cuiers and WARRIORS,

THE great King, our common father, and the
patron of all who frek and deferve his protection, has
confidered, with fatisfaction, the general conduct of
the Indian tribes from the beginning of the troubles in
America. Too fagacious and too faithful to be delu-
ded or corrupted, they have obferved the violated rights
of the parental power they love, and burned to vindi-
cate them. A tew individuals alone, the refufe of a

fmall tribe, at the firfl were led aftray; and the mil-
- B3 reprefentations,
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repreflentations, the {pecious alluremeqts, the infidious
promifes, and diverfified plots, in which the rehels are
exercifed, and all of which they employed for that effet,
have ferved only in the end to enbance the henour of
the tribes in general, by demonftrating to the world
how few and hcw contemprible are the apoftates. It
is a truth known to you all, that, rhefe pitiful examples
excepted, (and they probably have before this day hid
their faces in fhame,) the colletive voices and hands of
the Indian t:ibes, over this vaft continent, are on the
fide of juftice, of law, and of the King.

The reftraint you have put upon your refentment in
waiting the King your facher’s call to arms, the hard-
eft proof, I am perfuaded, to which your affeflion
could have been put, is another manifeft and affeéting
mark of your adherence to that principle of connection,
to which you were always fond to allude, and which
it is mutually the joy and the duty of the parent to
cherifh.

The clemency of your father has been abufed, the
offers of his mercy have been defpifed, and his far-
ther patience would, in his eyes, become culpable,
in-as-much as it would withhold redrefs from the moft
grievous oppreflions in the provinces that ever dif-
graced the hiftory of mankind, It therefore remains
for me, the General -of one of his Majefty’s armies,
and in this council his reprefentative, to releafe you
from thofe bonds which your obedience impofed. —
Warriors, you are free ; — go forth in might of yoor
valour and your caufe ; — ftrike at the common ene-
mies of Great-Britain and America ; — difturbers of
public order, peace, and happinefs ; deftroyers of eom-
merce ; parricides of the ftate. ‘

The circle round you, the chiefs of his Majefty’s
European forces, and of the Princes, his aliies, effeem
you as brothers in the war: emulous in glory and in
triendthip, we will endeavour reciprocally to give 4pd

to
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to receive examples; we know how to value, and we
will ftrive to imitate, your perfeverance in enterprife,
and your conftancy to refitt hurger, wearinefs, and
pain.  Be it our tafk, from the diltates of our religi-
on, the laws of our warfare, and the principles and
interet of our policy, to regulate your paflions
when they overbear, to point cut where it is nobler o
fpare than to revenge, to dilcriminate degrees of guilt,
to fufpend the up-lifted ftroke, to chaftife and not to
deftroy.

This war to you, my friends, is new; upon all for-
mer occafions, in taking the field, you held yourfelves
authorifed to deftroy wherever you came, becaufe every
where you found an enemy. The cafe is now very dif-
ferent.

The King has many faithful fubjects difperfed in the
provinces, confequently you have many brothers there 5
and thefe people are the mare to be pitied, that they
are perfecuted or imprifoned wherever they are difco-
vered or fufpeéted; and to diffemble is, to a generous
mind, a yet more grievous punithment.

Periuaded that your magnanimity of charaéter, joined
to your principles of affetion to the King, wiil give
me fuller controul over your minds than the military
rank with-which I am invefted, I enjoin your moft fe-
rious attention to the rules which 1 hereby proclaim
for your invariable obfervation during the campaign.

I pofitively forbid bloodfhed, when you are not op-
pofed in arms.

Aged men, women, children, and prifoners, muft
be held facred from the knife or hatcher, even in the
time of actual conflict.

You fhall receive compenfation for the prifoners you
take, but you fhall be called to account for fealps.

In conformity and indulgence of your cuftoms, which
have affixed an idea of honour to fuch badges of victory,

you fhall be allowed to take the fcalps of the dead, when
B 4 killed

Xxiil



xxiv

A PPENDIX

killed by your fire and in fair oppofition ; but, onne
account, or pretence, or iubtlety, or prevarication,
are they to be taken from the wounded, or even dying;
and ftill lefs pardonable, if pofible, will it be held,
to kil. men in that condition on purpofe, and upon 2
fuppofition that this protection to the wounded would
be thereby evaded. ,

Bafe lurking affaffins, incendiaries, ravagers and
plunderers of the country, to whatever army they may
belong, fhall be treated with le(s referve ; but the la.
titude muft be given you by order, and I muft be the

Jjudge of the occafion,

Should the enemy, on their part, dare to counte-
nance aéts of barbarity towards thofe who may fall in-
to their hands, it fhall be yours alfo to retaliate; but,
tili feverity be thus compelled, bear immoveable in
your hearts this folid maxim, (it cannot be too deeply
imprefled,) that the great effential reward, worthy fer-
vice of your alliance, the fincerity of your zeal to the
King, your father and never-failing protector, will
be examined and judged upon the ceft only of your
fteady and uniform adherence to the orders and coun-
fels of thofe, to whom his Majefly has entrufted the
diretion and the honour of his arms.

Anfwer from an old Chicf of the Iroquois.

I STAND up in the name of all the nations prefent,
to affure our father that we have attentively liftened
to his difcourfe. We receive you as our father; be-
caufe, when you fpeak, we hear the voice of oyr great
father beyond the grear lake.

We rejoice ip the apprabation you have exprefled of
pur behaviour,

We have been tried and tempted by the Boftonians;
but we have loved our father, and our hatchets have
been fharpened upon our affe@ions,

‘ ’ In
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In proof of the fincerity of our profeflions, our
whole villages, able to go to war, are come forth.
The old and infirm, our infants and wives, alone re-
main at home.

‘With one common affent we promife a conftant obe-
dience to all you have ordered, and all you fhall order ;
and may the Father of Days give you many and fuccefs,

xxv

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to No. VIL

Lord George Germain, dated Skenefborough, July
11th, 1777,

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordthip, that
the enemy were diflodged from Ticonderago and
Mount Independence on the 6th inftant, and were dri-
ven, on the fame day, beyond Skenefborough on the
right, and to Humerton on the left, with the lofs
of 128 pieces of cannon, all their armed vefiftls and
bateaux, the greateft part of their baggage and ammu-
nition, provifion, and military ftores, toa very large
amount.

This fuccefs has been followed by events equally for-
tunate and rapid. I fubjoin fuch a detail of circum-
ftances as the time will permit; and, for his Majefty’s
farther information, I beg leave to refer your Lordthip
to Captain Gardner, my aid-de-camp, whom I thought
it neceffary to difpatch with news fo important to the
King’s fervice, and {o honourable to the troops under
my command.

Fournal of the late principal Proceedings of the Army.

Having remained at Crown-Point three days, to
bring up the rear of the army, and to eftablith the
magazines and the hofpital, and to obtain intelligence
of the enemy, on the

I ordered the advanced corps, confifting of the
Britith lighs-infantry and grenadiers, the 24th regi-

ment,

30th June
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ment, fome Canadians and Savages, and ten pieces
of light artillery, under the command of Brigadier.
General Frafer, to move from Putnam-Creek, where
they had been encamped fome days, up the weft thore
of the lake to Four-Mile-Point, fo called from being
within that diftance off the fort of Ticonderoga, The
German referve, confifting of the Brunfwic chaffeurs,
light-infantry, and grenadiers, under Lieutenant-Colo-
pel Breyman, were moved at the fame time to Richard-
fon’s farm, on the eaft fthore, oppofite to Putnam-
Creck.

The whole army made a movement forward. Bri.
gadier Frafer’s corps occupied the ftrong poft, called
Three-Mile-Point, on the weft thore ; the German re-
ferve, the eaft fhore oppofite: the army encamped in
two lines; the right wing at the Four-Mile Point, the
left wing nearly oppofite, on the eaft fhore.

The Royal-George and Inflexible frigates, with the
gun-boats, were anchored at this time juft without the
reach of the enemy’s batteries, and covered the lake
from the weft to the eaft thores. The reft of the feet
had been fome time without guns, in order to affitt in
carrying provifions over Lake Champlain. -

The enemy appeared to be pofted as follows. A
brigade occupied the old French lines on the height,
to the north of the fore of Ticonderoga, Thefe lines
were in ‘good repair, and had feveral intrenchments
behind them, chiefly calculated to guard the north-
weft flank, and were farther fuftained by a block-houfe.
They had, farther to their left, a poft at the faw-mills,
which are at the foot of the carrying-place to Lake
George, and a block-houfe upon an eminence above
the mills, and a block-houle and hofpital at the en-
trance of the lake,

Upon the right of the lines, and between themand
the old forr, there were two new block-houfes, and &
confiderable bartery clofe to the water edge. 1

t
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It feemed that the enemy had employed their chief
induftry, and were in the greateft force, upon Mount
Independence, which is high and circular; and upon
the fummit, which is Table Land, was a ftar fore,
made of pickets, and well fupplied with artillery, and
a large fquare of barracks within it. The foot of the
hill, on the fide which proje&s into the lake, was in-
trenched, and had a ftrong abattis clofe to the water.
This intrenchment was lined with heavy artillery, poin-
ted down the lake, flanking the water-battery, above
defcribed, and {uftained by another battery about half-
way up the hill. On the weft fide of the hill runs the
main river, and in its paffage is joined by the water
which comes down from Lake George. The enemy
had here a bridge of communication, which could not
at this time be reconnoitred. On the eaft fide of the
hill the water forms a {mall bay, into which falls a ri-
vulet, after having encircled in its courfe part of the
hill to the fouth ealt.  The fide to the {outh could not
be feen, but was defcribed as inaccefiible,

xxvii

About nine in the morning a2 fmoke was obferved July 2.

towards Lake George, and the Savages brought in a
report, that the enemy had fet fire to the farther biock.
houfe, and had abandoned the faw-mills, and that a
confiderable body was advaacing, from the lices, to-
wards a bridge upon the road which led from the faw-
mills, towards the right of the Britith camp. A de-
tachment of theadvanced corps was immediately put
in march, under the command of Brigadier Frafer,
{upported by the fecond brigade and fome light artil-
lery, under the command of Major-General Phillips,
with crders to proceed to Mount Hope, whichis to the
north of the lines, to reconnoitre the enemy’s pofition,
and to take advantage of any poft they might abandon
or be driven from. The Indians, under Captain Fra-
fer, {fupported by his company of markimen, were di-
reted to make acircuit tothe leit of Brigadier Fraffr’s

ine
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line of march, and endeavoured to cut off the retreatof

the encmy to their liness tut this defign mifcarried
through the impetuofity of the Indians, who attacked

too foon, and in front; and the enemy was thereby able

to retire with the lofs of one officer and a few men kil

led, and one officer wounded. Major-General Phillips

tock pofleflion of the very advantageous poft of Mount
Hope this night, and the enemy was thereby entircly

cut off from all communication with Lake George.

Mount Hope was occupied in force by General Fra.
fer’s whole corps; the firft Britifh brigade and two en-
tire brigades of artillery. The fecond brigade, Britifh,
encamped vpon the left of the firft, and the brigade of
Gall, having been drawn from the eaft fhore, to occu-
Py the ground where Frafer’s corps had originally been,
the line became complete, extending from Three-Mile. .
Point to the wefternmoft part of Mount Hope: on the
fame day, Major-General Reidefel encamped on the
eaft thore, in a ‘parallel line with Three-Mile-Point,
having puthed the referve forward, near the rivulet
which encircles Mount Independence.  The enemy ca-
nonaded the camps of Mount Hope and of the German
referve during moft part of this day, but without ef-
fect.

The army worked hard at their communications,
and got up the artillery, tents, baggage, and provifi-
ons: the enemy, atintervals, continued the cannonade ,
upon the camps, which was not in any inftance retur-
ned.

The Thunderer radeau, carrying the battering.
train and ftores, having beenwarped up from Crown-,
Point, arrived this day, and immediately began to land
the artillery.

Lieutenant Twifs, the commanding engineer; was
ordered to reconnoitre Sugar-Hill, on the fouth fide of
the communication from Lake George into Lake Cham-
plain, which had been poffefied in the night by a par-

t
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ty of light infantry. Itappeared at firft to be a very
advantageous poft, and it is now known that the ene-
my had a council, fome time ago, upon the expediency
of poflefling it; but the idea was rejected, upon the
fuppofition that it was impoffible-for a corps to be efta-
blifhed there in force. Lieutenant Twifs reported this
hill to have the entire command of the works and buil-
dings both of Ticonderoga and Mount Independence,
at the diftance of about 1400 yards from the former,
and 1500 from the latter; that the ground might be
levelled, fo as to receive cannon, and that the road to
convey them, though difficulr, might be made pradi-
cable, in twenty-four hours. This hill alfo comman.
ded, in reverfe, the bridge of communication, faw the
exalt fituation of their veflels, nor could the enemy,
during the day, make any material movement or pre-
paration, without being difcovered, and even having
their numbers counted. ,

It was determined that a battery fhould be raifed on
‘Sugar-Hill for light twenty-four pounders, medium
‘twelves, and eight-inch howitzers, This very ardu-
‘ous work was carried on f{o rapidly, that the battery
'‘would have been ready the next day.

Itis a duty in this place to do fome juftice to the zea}
and aétivity of Major-General Phillips, who had the di-
‘reftion of the operation; and, having mentioned that
moft valuable officer, I truftit cannot be thought a
idigreffion to add, that it is to his judicious arrange.
‘ments and indefatigable pains, during the general fu-
perintendency of preparation, which Sir Guy Carleton
‘entrufted to him in the winter and {pring, that the fer-
vice is indebted for its prefent forwardnefs. The pre-
valence of contrary winds and other accidents having
rendered it impofiible for any neceflaries, prepared in
‘England for the opening of the campaign, yet to reach

the camp.
Soon
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Soon after day-light, an officer arrived exprefs on
board the Royal George, where in the night I took up
my quarters as the moft centrical fituation, with. ipe
formation from Brigadier Frafer, that the enemy was
retiring, and that he.was advaneing with his picquets,
leaving orders for the brigade to follow, as foon as they
could accoutre, with intention to purfue by land. Thig
movement was very difcernible, as were the Britifh co-
Jours, which the Brigadier had fixed upon. the fort of
Ticonderoga. Knowing how fafely 1 could truft to
thar officer’s conduét, I turned my chief attention to
the purfuit by water, by which route I underftood one
eolumn was retiring, in two hundred and twenty ba
teaux, covered by five armed galleys. -

The great bridge of communication, through which
a way was to beopened, was {upported by twenty-two
funken piers of large-timber, at nearly equal diftan.
ces; the fpace between was made of feparate floas,
each about fifty feet long, and twelve feet wide, ftrong:
ly faftened together by chains and rivers, and. alfoafﬁ
tened to the {funken piers. Before this bridge wata
boom, made of very large pieces of timber, faftened
together by riveted bolts and double chains, madeof
iron an inch and a half fquare. ' 1

The gun-boats were inftantly' moved forward, and
the boom and one of the intermediate floats were: cut
with great dexterity and difpatch, and Commodore
L.utwidge, with the officers and feamen in his depar
ment, pariaking the general animation, a paffage was
formed in half an hour for the frigates alfo, through
impediwents which the enemy bad been labouring 1
confiru& fince laft autumn, .

During this operation, Major General Reidefel had
paffed to Mount Independence, with the corps, Brey-
man, and part of the left wing, He was direced ©0
proceed by land, to fuftain Brigadier Frafer, or 10t
more to the left if he faw it expedient fo to do. Thl

¢
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‘The 62d regiment, Britifh, and the Brunfwic re~
giment of Prince Frederick, were ftationed at Ticon-
deroga and Mount Independence, in the place of the
parties of Frafer’s brigade which had been left in pof-
feflion of the artillery and ftores ; and the reft of the
army was ordered to follow up the river as they could
be colleéted, without regard to the place in the line.

About three in the afternoon I arrived, with the
Royal George and Inflexible, and the beft failing
gun-boars, at South Bay, within three miles of Skenef-
borough, at which latter place the enemy were pofted
in a ftockaded fort, and their armed gallies in the
falls below.

The foremoft regiments, viz. the gth, 20th, and
21ft, were immediately difembarked, and afcended
the mountains with the intention of getting behind
the fort and cutting off the retreat of the enemy; but
their precipitate flight rendered this manceuvre inef-
fe€tual. The gun-boats and frigates continued their
courfe to Skenefborough Falls, where the armed vef-
fels were pofted. Captain Carter, with part of his
brigade of gun-boats, immediately attacked, and
with fo much fpirit, that two of the veffels very foon
firuck ; the other three were blown up; and the e-
nemy, having previoufly prepared combutftible mate-
rials, fet fire to the fort, mills, ftorehoufes, bateaux,
&c. and retired with the detachment left for that pur-
pofe, the main body having gone off when the troops
were afcending the mountain, A great' quantity of
_provifions and fome arms were here confumed, and
. moft of their officers’ baggage was burnt, funk, or ta-
ken. Their lofs is not known; about 3o prifoners
were made, amang which were two wounded offi-
cers.

During thefe operations upon the right, Brigadier
General Frafer continued his purfuit to Caftletown till
one o’clack, having marched, in a very hot fday,

rom
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from four o’clock in the morning till that time. Some
ftragglers of the enemy were picked up, from whom
the Brigadier learned, that their rear guard was com-
pofed of chofen men, and commanded by Colonel
Francis, one of their beft officers. During the time
that the men were refrefhing, Major General Reidefel
came up, and, arrangements for continving the pur.
fuit having been concerted, Brigadier Frafer moved
forward again, and during the night lay upon his
arms, in an advantageous fituation, three miles nearer
the enemy.

At three in the morning he renewed his march, and
about five his advanced fcouts difcovered the enemy’s
centries, who fired their pieces and joined the main
body. The Brigadier, obferving a commanding
ground to the left of his light infantry, immediately
ordered it to be pofiefled by that corps; and, a con-
fiderable body of the enemy attempting the fame, they
met. The enemy were driven back to their original
poft ; the advanced guard, under Major Grant, was
by this time engaged, and the grenadiers were ad-
vanced to fuftain them and to prevent the right flank
from being turned. The Brigadier remained on the
left, where the enemy long defended themfelves by
the aid of logs and trees; and, after being repulfed, and
prevented getting to the Caftletown road, by the grena-
diers, they rallied and renewed the aétion 3 and, upon
a {econd repulfe, attempted their retreat by Pitsford
Mountain. The grenadiers fcrambled up a part of
that afcent, appearing almoft inacceflible, and gained
the fummit before them, which threw them into con-
fufion. ‘They were ftill greatly fuperior in numbers,
and confequently in extent; and the Brigadicr, in
momentary expeltation of the Brunfwickers, had la-
terally drawn from his left to fupport his right. At
this ciitical moment, General Reidefel, who had
prefled on, upon hearing the firing, arrived with the

foremolt
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foremoft of his columns, viz. the chaffeurs company
and eighty grenadiers and light infantry.  His judee-
ment immediately pointed to him the courfe to take;
ke extended upon Brigadier Frafet’s left flank. The
chaffeurs got into attion with great gallantry under
Major Barnér. They fled on all fides, leaving dead
upon the field Colonel Francis and many other offi-
cers, with upwards of 200 men; above 6co were
wounded, moft of whom perithed in the woods at-
tempting to get off ; andone colonel, feven cap-
tains, ten fubalterns, and 210 men, were made pri-
foners ; above 200 ftands of arms were alfo taken.

The number of the enemy before the engagement
amounted to 3000 men. The Britith detachmenc
under Brigadier General Frafer (the parties left the
day before at Ticonderoga not having been able to
join) confifted only of 850 fighting men.
* The bare relation of fo fignal an action is fufficient
for its praife. Should the attack againft fuch inequa-
lity of numbers, before the German brigade came
up, feem to require explanation, it is to be conflider-
ed, that the enemy might have efcaped by delay s
that - the advanced guard on a fudden found them-
felves too near the enemy to avoid ation without re.
treating ; and that Brigadier Frafer had fuppofed the
‘German troops to be very near. The difference of time
in their artival was merely accidental. The Germans
puthed for a fhare in the glory, and they arrived in
time to obtain it. 1have only to add, that the exer-
tions of Brigadier Frafer on this day were but a conti-
nuance of that uniform intelligence, a&ivity, and
bravery, which diftinguifh his character upon all oc-
cafions, and entitle him to be recommended ‘in the
moft particular manner to his Majefty’s favour. - .

The officers and foldiers of this brigade have.pre-
vented any diftinétions of individuals by a general and
equal difplay of fpirit,

The
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The country people about Skenefborough having
reported that part of the enemy were ftill relreating,
the gth regiment was detached, with orders to take
poft near Fort Anne and obferve the enemy’s mo.
tions. This was effe¢ted, but with great difficulty,
as the roads were almoft impraicable and the brid-
ges broken.  ‘The other troops were employed all that
day and night in dragging fifty bateaux over the car-
rying-place at Wood Creek, to facilitate the move-
ment of the reft of the firft brigade to Fort Anne to
diflodge the enemy.

A report was received from Lieutenant Colonel
Hill (gth regiment) that the enemy had been rein-
forced in the night by a confiderable body of frefh
men ; that he could not retire with his regiment be-
fore them, but he would maintain his ground. The
two remaining regiments of the firlt brigade were or-
dered to quicken their march, and upon fecond in-
telligence of the enemy, and firing being heard, the
20th regiment was orderegd forward with two pieces
of artillery, and Major General Phillips was fent to
take the command, A violent ftorm of rain, which
lafted the whole day, prevented the troops from get-
ting to Fort Anne {o foon as was intended ; but the
delay gave the gth regiment an oppartunity of diftin-
guithing themfelves, - by ftanding and repulfing an at-
tack of fix times their number. The enemy, finding

:the pofition not to be forced in front, endeavouted to

turn it; and, from the fuperiority of their numbers,
that inconvenience was'to be apprehended ; and Liey.
tenant Colonel Hill found it neceflary to change his
pofition in the height of a&ion. So critical an order
wasexecuted by the regiment with the utmoft fteadi-
nefs and bravery. The enemy, after an attack of
three hours, were. totally repulled, and fled toward

- Fort Edward, fetting fire to Fort Anne, but leaving

a faw-
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a faw-mill and a block-houfe in good repair, which
were afterwards poflefled by the king’s troops.

The gth regiment acquired, during their expedi.
tion, about thirty prifoners, fome ftores and baggage,
and the colours of the 2d Hampthire regiment.

One unlucky accident happened, to counterba-
lance in fome degree this fuccefs. Caprain Montgo-
mery, an officer of great merit, was wounded early
in the action, and was in the at of being dreffed by
the furgeon when the regiment changed ground 5 be-
ing unable to help himfelf, he.and the furgeon were
taken prifoners. I fince hear he has been well treated,
and is in a fair way of recovery at Albany.

XXXV

The army, very much fatiguéd, (many parts of it gth znd
having wanted their provifions for two days, almoft othJuly.

the whole their tents and baggage,) affembled in their
prefent pofition. The right wing occupies the heights
of Skenefborough in two lines; the right flank to the
mountains, covered by the regiment of Reidefel’s
dragoons, en patence ; the left to the Wood Creek.,

' The Bruniwick troops under Major General Reide-
fel upon Caftletown River, with Breyman’s corps up-
on the communication of roads leading to Putney and
Rutland, the regiment of Hefle Hanau, are pofted
at the head of Eaft Creek, to preferve the communi-
cation with ‘the camp at Caftletown river and fecure
the bateaux.

Brigadier Frafer’s corps is in the center, and ready
to move on either wing of the army.

The fcattered remains of the enemy are at Fort

-Edward, on the Hudfon’s River, where they have
been joined, as I am informed, by General Putnam
with a confiderable corps of frefh troops.

Roads are opening for the army to march to them
by Fort Anne, and the Wood Creck is clearing of
fallen trees, funken ftones, and other obiltacles, to
give paffage to batcaux for carrying artillery, ftores,

G2 provifions,
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provifions, and camp equipage. Thefe are laboricns
works, ‘but the {pirit and zeal of the troops are fuffi-
cient to furmount them. Some little time muft alfp

"be allowed for the fupplies of provifions 1o overtake

No. VIIIL

vs. In the mean time all poffible diligence is ufing at
Ticonderoga to get the gun-boats, proviﬁon-ve(%e]sf,
and a proper quantity of bateaux, into Lake George,
A corps of the army will be ordered to penetrate by
that route, which will afterwards be the route for the
magazines ; and a junétion of the whole is intended
at Fort Edward.

1 tranfmit to your Lordfhip herewith, returns of the
killed and wounded, and lifts of fuch parts of provi-
fions and Rores, taken from the enemy, as could be
colleéted in fo fhore a time. ’

I have the honour to be, with the greateft refpedt;
Your Lordhip’s, &c.

Copy of a_Letter from Lientenant General Burgoyne fo
Lord George Germaine, dated Skenefhoroygh, July
1L, 1777.

My Lorp, -
HAVING givenyour Lordmip a detai), in my
public letter of this date, of the late tranfations, I
now do myfelf the honour to ftate to ydur Lordfhip
fuch circumftances as appear to me more proper fora
private communication.

Mr. Peters and Mr. Jeffup, who came over to Ca-
nada laft autumn, and propofed to raife battalions,
one from the neighbourhood of Albany, the othet
from Charlotte county, are confident of fuccefs as
the army advances. Their battalions are now in em-
bryo, but very promifing; they have fought, and
with firit,  Sir Guy Carleton has given me blank

: commiffions

['I"riyvate,.] :
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commiffions for the officers to fill up occafionally ;
and the agreéinent with them is, that the com-
miffions are’not to be fo'effetive till two thirds of the
battalions are raifed.-* Some hundreds of men, a third
part of them with arms, have joined me fince I pere-
trated “this place, profefling themfelves loyalifts, and
withing to ferve, fome to the end of the war, fome
for the campaign. Though I am without inftruc-
tions upon this fubje&, I have not hefirated to re-
ceive them, and, as faft as companies can be formed,
I fhall poft the officers till a decifion can be made up-
on the meafure by my fuperiors. I mean to employ
them particularly upon detachments for keeping the
country in awe and procuring cattle.  Their real
ufe 1 expect will be great in the prefervation of the
national troops; but the impreflion which wili be
caufed upon public opinion, fhould provincials be
feen alting vigoroufly in the caufe of the King, will
be yet more advantageous, and I truft fully juttify
the expence.

The manifefto, of which I enclofed your Lordthip
a copy in my laft dilpatches, and herewich fend a du-
plicate, has great effe€t where the country is nor in
the power of the rebels; where it is, the committecs
turn all their efforts to counteractit.  They waich or
imprifon all fulpected perfons, compel the people in
general to take arms, and to drive the cattle, and to
bura the corn, under penalty of immediate ceurh,
Great numbers have been hanged.  Should theie
wretches fucceed to make a delert of the country by
fire and maflacre, it will at leatt be a plealing reflcc-
tion, that, while advantages are reaped from the cle-
ment part of the manifelto, they, and not the King’s
troops, are the executioners of its threats. -

Your Lordthip will have oblerved I have made no
mention of the lndians in the purtuit from Ticonde-
roga, It is not poffible to draw them in many rel-

C 3 pects
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peéts from the plunder of that place, and.I confidens
tially acknowledge this is not the .only. inftance in
which I have found litle more than a. name.  If, un.
der the managempn’t of their ¢ondu&tors, they are in.
dulged, for interelted reafons, in all the caprices and
humours of fpoiled children, like them. they grow
more unreafonable and importunate upon every new fa.
vour. Were they left to themfelves, enormities too
horrid to think of would enfue : guilty and innocent,
women and infants, would be a common prey.

This is the character of the lower Canadian In.
dians, who alone have been with the army hitherto,
I am informed the Outawas, and other remote na.
tions, who are within two days march of joining me,
are more brave and more traétable ; that they profefs
war, not pillage. They are under the direions of a
M. St. Luc, a Canadian gentleman of honour and
parts, and one of the beft partizans the French had
Jaft war, and of one Langlade, the very man who
projeted and executed, with thefe very nations, the
defeat of General Braddock, My firft intention was
to turn this whole corps to the Conne®icyt imme-
diarely, to force a fupply of provifions, to intercept
reinforcements, and to confirm the Jealoufy I have in
many ways endeavoured to excite in the New-England
provinces ; but, finding that the enemy are labour-
ing to remove their magazines from Fosts George and
Edward, and every where deftroying the roads, and
preparing to drive and burn the country towards Al-
bany, I have determined to employ them, to pre-
vent, if poffible, by their terror, the continuance of
thole operations,  And, after arriving  at_Albany,
they may be employed to renew the alarm rowards
Connedticut and Botfton,

Your Lerdthip will-pardon me if I a little lament,
that my orders do not give me the latitude [ ventu-
jed to propofe, in my original projeé for the cam-

Paign, )
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paign, to make a real effort inftead of a feint upon
New England. As things have turned out, were [
at liberty to march in force immediately by my left,
inftead of my right, I fhould have little doubt of fub.
duing, before winter, the provinces where the rebel-
lion originated.

If my late letters reach Mr. Howe, I ttill hope this
plan may be adopted from Albany; in the mean
while my utmoft exertions fhall continue, according
to my inftructions, to force a junction.

I have fent fome Indians through the woods, in the
hope of their reaching St. Leger with the account of
my progrefs : now is the critical tim= for his pufh up-
on the Mohawk. I have certain intelligence that all
the country round Fort Stanwix is inalarm; but I
imagine it proceeds from the appearance of fome fa-
vages detached by Colonel Butler, not apprehending
St. Leger can be got quite fo forward.

Camp near Savatoga, Auguft 20, 1777,

7o Lord George Germaine.
My Lorp,

IN my laft difpatch (a duplicate of which will be

inclofed herewith) I had the honour to inform your
Lordip of the proceedings of the army under my
command to the 3oth of July.

From that period to the 15th of Auguft every poffi-
ble meafure was employed to bring forward bateaux,
provifions, and ammunition, from Fort George to
the firft navigable part of Hudfon River, a diftance
of eighteen miles, the roads in fome parts fteep, and
in others wanting great repair. Of the horfes, fur-
nifhed by contra&t in Canada, not more than a third
part was yet arrived. The delay was not imputable

-to neglect, but to the natural accidents atrending fo
long
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long and intricate a combination of land and water
carnage. Fifty team of oxen, which had been collec.
ted in the country through which I had marched,
were added to affift the tranfport ;5 tut thefe refour.
ces together were found far inadeqqate to the purpo-
fes of feeding the army and forminga magazine at
the fame time. Exceeding heavy rains augmented
the impediments : it was often neceffary to employ
ten or twelve oxen upon a firgle bateau; and, after
the urmoft exertions for the fifteen days above ftated,
there were not above four days provifion before hand,
nor above ten bateaux in the river.

Intelligence had reached me, that Lieutenant Co-
lonel St. Leger was before Fort Stanwix, which was
defended. The mainarmy of the enemy. oppofed to
me was at Stillwater, a place between Saratoga and
the mouth of the Mohawk. :

A rapid movement forward appeared to be of the
utmoft confequence at this period. The enemy could
pot have proceeded up the Mohawk without putting
them{elves between two fires, in cafe Colonel St. Le-
ger fhould have fucceeded, and at beft being cot off
by my army from Albany. They muft either, there-
fore, have ftood an altion, have fallen back towards
Albany, or have pafled the Hudfon’s River, in order
to fecure 2 retreat to New England, higher up.
‘Which ever of thefe meafures they had taken, fa that
the King’s army had been enabled to advance, Colonel
St. Leger’s operations would. have been affifted, a
Jjunction with him probably fecured, and the whole
country of the Mohawk opened. To imaintain the
communication with Fort George during fuch a move-
ment, {o as to be fupplied by daily degrees at a dif:
tance coptipually Jpcreafing, was an obvious impofii-
bility. Thearmy was muoch too weak to have afford.
¢d a chain of pofts.  Efcorts for every feparate tranf
port would have been a fill greater drain; nor could

any
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any have been made fo firong as to force their way
through fuch pofitions as the enemy might take in
one night’s march from the White Creek, where they
had a numerous militia. Had the enemy remained
fupine, through fear, or want of comprehending fo
palpable an advantage, the phyfical impoflibility of
being fupplied by degrees from Fort George was ftill
in force, becaufe a new neceflity of land carriage for
nine miles arifes at Stillwater ; and, in the proportion
that carriages had been brought forward to that place,
the tranfport muft have ceafed behind.

The alternative, therefore, was fhort: either to
relinquith the favourable opportunity of advancing
upon the enemy, or to attempt other refources of
fupply. : -

It is well known that the enemy’s fupplies in live cat-
tle, from a large tract of country, paflfed by the route of
Manchefter, Arlington, and other parts of the Hamp-
thire Grants, to Benington, in order to be occafionally
conveyed thence to the mainarmy. A large depofit of
corn and of wheel carriages was alfo formed at the
fame place, and the ufual guard was militia, though
it varied in numbers from day to day. A fcheme was
formed tofurprife Benington. Thepoffeffion of the cat-
tle and carriages would certainly have enabled the ar-
my to leave their diftant magazines, and to have atted
with energy and difpatch; fuccels would alfo have
an{wered many fecondary purpoles.
 Lieut. Col. Baume, an officer well qualified for the
undertaking, was fixed upon to command, He had
under him 200 difmounted dragoons of the regiment of
Reidefel, Captain Frafer’s mark{men, which were the
only Britifh, all the Capadian volunteers, a party of
the Provincials who perfectly koew the country, 100
Indians, and two light pieces of cannon; the whole
detachment amounted to about 500 men. The in-
ftructions were pofitive, to keep the regular corps po;-

ted,
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ted, while the light troops felt-their ‘Way, and not to
incur the danger of being furrounded, or having a re.
treat cut off. '

In order to facilitate this operation, and to be ready
to take advantage of its fuccefs, the army moved up
the eaft thore of Hudfon’s River. On the 14th, a
bridge was formed of rafts, over which the advanced
corps paffed and encamped at Saratoga. Lieutenait-
Colonel Breyman’s corps were pofted near Batten.
Kill ; and, upon intelligence, from Colonel Baume,
that the enemy were ftronger at Bennington than ex-
pected, and were aware of his attack, that corps, con-
fiting of the Brunfwic grenadiers, light-infantry, and
chaffeurs, were fent forward to fuftain’ him.

It fince appears, that Lieutenant-Colone] Baume,
not having been able to complete his march undifco-
vered, was joined at a place called Sancoix-Mills, about
four miles fhort of Bennington, by many people pro-
fefling themfelves to be Loyalifts. A provincial gentle-
man of confidence, who had been fent with the de-
tachment, as knowing the country aod the charattet
of the inhabitants, was fo incautious as to leave at li-
berty fuch as took the oath of allegiance.

His credulity and their profligacy caufed the firft
misfortune. Colonel Baume was induced to proceed
without fufficient knowledge of the ground. His de-
fign was betrayed ; the men who had taken the oaths
were the firft to fire upon him: he was attacked on all
fides; he fhewed great perfonal courage, but was over-
powered by numbers.

During this time Lieutenant.Colonel Breyman was
upon the march through a heavy rain; and fuch were
the other impediments ftated in that officer’s report, of
bad roads, tired horfes, difficulties in paffing artillery,
carriages, &c. that he was from eight in the morning
of the 15th tofourin the afterncon of the following
day making about twenty-four miles. -

e
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.- He engaged, fought gallantly, and drove the enemy
from three feveral heights; but was too late to fuccour
Colonel Baume, who was made prifoner, and a confi-
derable part of his dragoons were killed or taken. The
failure of ammunition, from the accidental breaking to
pieces of a tumbril, unfortunately obliged Lieutenant-
Colonel Breyman to retire corquering troops, and to
leave behind two pieces of cannon, befides two which
had been loft by Lieutenant-Colonel Baume. The In-
dians made good their retreat from the firlt affair, as
did Captain Frafer, with part of his company, and ma-
ny of the Provincials and Canadians.

The lofs, as at prefent appears, amounts to about
400 men, killed and taken in both attions, and twen-
ty-fix officers, moftly prifoners; but men who were
difperfed in the woods drop in daily. A corre& re-
turn fhall be tran{mitted to your Lordfhip the firft op-
portunity. :

This, my Lord, is atrue fate of theevent. Ihave
not dwelt upon errors, becaufe, in many inftances,
they were counterbalanced by fpirit. The enemy will
of courfe find matter of parade in the acquifition of four
pieces of cannon; but, thac apart, they have fmall
caufe of exultation, their lofs, in killed and wounded,
being more than double to ours, by the confefiion of
their prifoners and deferters, and of many inhabitants
who were witnefles to the burial of their dead.

. The chief fubje& of regret on our fide, after that
which any lofs of gallant men naturally occafions, is
the difappointment of not obtaining live cattle, and the
lofs of titme in bringing forward the magazines.

This heavy work is now nearly completed, and a

~ new bridge of boats is thrown over the Hudfon’s Ri-

yer, oppofite to Saratoga, the former one of rafts ha-

ving been carried away by the {well of water after the

late continual rains. When enabled to move, nothing

within my fcale of talent fhall be left uuattempt?dl;ﬁ
u
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fulfil his Majefty’s orders; and I hope circumftances
will be fuch, that my endeavours may be," in fome de.
gree, affifted by the co-operation of the atmy under
Sir William Howe. - ot

1 have the honour to be, with great refpe&,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient |
And moft humble fervant,
(Signed.) J.Burcoyne?

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to
Lord George Germaine, dated Canip, near Saratoga,
Auguft20, 1777,

My LORD, ) . [Privatc.]

1 NEED not enlarge upon the concern I have in
communicating any finifter events. I am perfuaded
your Lordfhip will give me credit for partaking every
fentiment that your Lordthip, or any other man war-
med with principle and zealin this conteft, can feel.

In regard to the affair of Saintcoick, I have only to
add to the public account, that, ifever there was a fi-
tuation to juftify enterprize and exertion, out of the
beaten track of military fervice, it was that in which I
found myfelf. Had I fucceeded, Ifhould have effected
a junétion with St. Leger, and been now before Alba-
ny. And]I flatter myielf, I need only mention thofe
views, to fhew, that, in hazarding this expedition,
had the foundeft principles of military reafoningon my
fide, viz. that the advantages to be expected from fic-
cefs were, in a great degree, fuperior to the evils that
could attend mifcarriage. The fecondary purpofes,
to which I alluded in the public letter, were to try the
affections of the country, to complete the Provincial

€Orps,

* The letter that follows, No. IX. is alfo materially referable
toNo, VIilI,
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corps, many recruits for which were unable to efcape
from their villages without a force to encourage and
protect them, and to diftract the councils of the enemy,
by.continuing their jealoufy towards New-England.

Major-General Reidefel has preffed upon me repea-
tedly the mounting his dragoons ; the men were animated
with the fame defire, and I conceived it a moft favou-
rable occafion to give into their ideas and folicitarions,
becaule, in exerting their zeal to fulfil their favourite
purpofe, they neceffary would effect the greater purpofe
of my own. The reft of the troops were felected from
duch as would leaft weaken the folid ftrength of the ar-
my, . in cafe of ill fuccefs; and I thoughtit expedient to
make a little trial of . the Provincials and Canadians,
before I might have occafion for them in more impor-
tant actions. N

The original detachment could not have been made
Jarger without opening roads, and other preparations
of time, nor thould T have thought it juftifiable to ex-
pole the beft.troops to lofs upon a collateral action. Had
my inflructions been followed, er could Mr. Breyman
havemarchedat the rate of two miles an hour,any given
twelve hours out'of the two and thirty, fuccefs would
probably have enfued; misfortune would certainly
have been avoided. I did not think it prudent, in the
.prefent crifis, to mark thefe circumftances to the public
-fo ftrongly as I do in confidence to your Lordthip ; buc
I rely, and I will venture to fay [ expet, becaufe I
think juftice will warrant the expectation, that while,
for the fake of public harmony, that neceffary princi-
ple for conduéting nice and laborious fervice, I colour
the faults of the execution, your Lordfhip will, in
.your goodnefs, be my advocate to the King and to the
world, in vindication of the plan.

The confequences of this affair, my Lord, have lit-
tle effe@ upon the ftrength or fpirits of the army; buc
the profpect of the campaign, in other refpects, is Ifa;

efs
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lefs profperous than when I wrote laft. In fpite of §t,
Leger’s victory, Fort Stanwix holds out obftinateiy,
I am afraid the expe&ations of Sir J. Johnfor greatly

-fail in the rifing of the country. "Ob this fide 1 find

daily reafon to doubt the fincerity of the refolution. of
the profefling loyalifts. I have about 400, but not
balf of them armed who may be depended upon; the
reft are ‘trimmers merely atuated: by intereft. The
great bulk of the country is undoubtedly. with the Con.
grefs, in principle and zeal; and their meafures are ex.
ecuted with a fecrecy and difpatch that are not to be
equalled. Wherever the King’s forces point, militia,
to the amount of three or four thoufand, affemble in
twenty-four hours; they bring with them their fubfil.
tence, &c. 'and, thealarm over,.they return to their
farms. The Hampthire Grants, in particular, a
country unpeopled, and almoft unknown the laft war,
now abounds in-thé moft adtive and moft rebellious
race of the continent, and hangs likea gathering ftorm
upon my left. Inall parts, the induftry.and manage.
ment, in driving cattle and removing corn, are indefa-
tigable and certain; and it becomes impraicable to
move without pertable magazines. Another moft em-
barraffing circumftance s the want of tommunication
with Sir William. Howe; of the meflengers 1 have
fent, I know-of two being hanged, and am igndrant
whether any of the' reft arrived. The fame fate has
probably attended thofe difpatched by Sir William
Howe; for only one letter is come to hand, informing
et hat his attention is for Peanfylvania; that Wathing.
ton has detached: Sullivan, with 2500 men, to Alba-
ny; that Putnam is in the Highlands with 4000 men.
That, after my arrival ac Albany, the movements of
the enemy muft guide mine; but that. he withed the
enemy might be driven out of the province, before any
operation took place againft the Conne&icut; that Sir
Heanry Clinton remained in the command in the neigh-

bourhood
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bourhood of New-York, and would act as occurrences
might diret, ;

No operation, my Lord,. has yet been undertaken
in my favour; the Highlands have not even been
threatened. The confequence is, that Putnam has de-
tached two brigades to Mr. Gates, who is now ftrongly
pofted near the mouth of the Mohawk-River, with an
army fuperior to mine in troops of the Congrefs, and
as many militia as he pleafes. He is likewife far from
being deficient in artillery, having received all the pie-
ces that were landed from the French fhips which got
into Bofton.

Had I a latitude in my orders, I (hould think it my
duty to wait in this pofition, or perhaps as far back as
Fort Edward, where my communication with Lake
George would be perfectly fecure, till fome event hap-
pened toaflilt my movement forward ; but my orders
being pofitive, to * force a junétion with Sir William
Howe,”’ I apprehend I am not at liberty.to remain in-
active longer than fhall be neceffary to collett twenty-
five days provifion, and to receive the reinforcement of
the additional companies, the German drafts and re-
cruits, now (and unfortunately. only now) on Lake
Champlain, The waiting the arrival of this reinforce-
ment is of indifpenfible neceffity ; becaufe, from the
hour I pafs the Hudfon’s river and proceed towards Al-
bany, all fafety of communication ceafes. I muft ex-
pe€t a large bady of the enemy, from my left, will
take poft behind me. I have put out of the queftion
the waiting longer than the time neceflary for the fore-
going purpoles, becaufe the attempr, then critical, de-
‘pending on adventure and the fortune that often ac-
companies it, and hardly juftifiable byt by orders frem
the ftate, would afterwards be confummately defperate.
I mean, my Lord, that, by moving foon, though I.
fhould meet with infurmountable difficulties to my pro-

grefs, I fhall ac leaft have the chance of fighting my
way
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way back to Ticonderoga; but the feafon a little: fars
ther advanced, the diftance encreafed, and the march
unavoidably tardy, becaufe furrounded by enemies, a
retreat might be fhut by impenetrable bars, or the ele-
ments, and, at the fame time, no poffible means of
exiftence remain in the country.

When I wrote more confidently, I little forefaw that
1 wasto be left to purfue my way through fuch a tra&
of country, and hofts of foes, without any co-operation
from New-York; nor did I then think the garrifon of Ti.
conderoga would fall to my thare alone; 2 dangerous ex-
periment would it be to leave that poft in weaknefs,
and too heavy a drain it is upon the life-blood of my
force to give it due ftrength, ]

I yet do not defpond. — Should I fucceed in forcing
my way to Albany, and find that country in a ftate to
fubfit my army, I fhall think no more of a retreat,
but at the worflt fortify there, and await Sir W,
Howe's operations, '

Whatever may be my fate, my Lord, I {ubmit my
altions to the breaft of the King, and to the candid
judgement of my profeffion, when all the motives be.
come public; and I reftin the confidence, that, what-
ever decifion may be paffed upon my condué, my good
intent will not be queftioned.

I cannot clofe fo ferious a letter, without expreffing
my fulleft fatisfaction in the behaviour and countenance
of the troops, and my complete confidence, that; in

all trials, they will do whatever can be expeted from
men devoted to their King and country.

I have the honour to be, &e.
J. Burcoyx:.
P. S. Upon re-perufing this letter, I am apprehen-
five that the manner in which I have exprefled myfelf,

reflpecting the reinforcement being only upon Lake
Champlain,
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Champlain, may feem ambiguous.— I do not mean to
impute the delay to any thing but accidents, nor do
I mean to conteft Sir Guy Carleton’s reafoning, upon
not complying with my requifitions to garrifon Ticon-
deroga; I only lamenc it.

Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lientenant-
General Burgoyne, dated New-York, July the 17,

1777-

Dzar Sir,

I HAVE received yours of the fecond inftant on
the 15th; have fince heard from the rebel army of your
being in poffeflion of Ticonderoga, which is a greas
event, carried without lafs. 1 have received your two
letters, wiz. from Plymouth and Quebec, your laft of
the 14th May, and fhall obferve the contents. There
is a report of a meflenger of yours to me having been
taken, and the letter difcovered in a double wooden
canteen: you will know if it was of any confequence s
nothing of it has tranfpired to us. I will obferve the
Jame rules in writing to you as you propofe in your
letters to me. Wathington is waiting our motions
here, and has detached Sullivan, with about 2500
men, as I learn, to Albany. My intention is for Penn-
fylvania, where I expeét to meet Wathington; bu, if
he goes to the northward, contrary to my expetations,
dnd you can keep him at bay, be affured I fhall foon
be after him to relieve you.

After your arrival at Albany, the movements of
the enemy will guide yours ; but my withes are, that
the eaemy be driven out of this province before any
operation takes place in Connelicut. Sir Henry
Clinton remains in the command hete, and will att as
occurrences may diret. Putnam is in the highlands,
with about 4000 men. Succefs be ever with you.

. Yours, &c. WiLriam Howe.
D Sir
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Sir Guy Carleton’s Letter.*

SIR, Quebec, November 12, 1797,

I received your letter of the 20th of O&tober, with
your public difpatches, by Captain Craig, the sth
inftant, and heartily condole with you upen the very
difagreeable accounts they contain 5 all which I fin.
cercly lamented, both on the public account and your
own. :

This unfortunate event, it is to be hoped, will in
future prevent minifters from pretending to .dirett
operations of war, in a country at threc thoufand
miles diftance, of which they have fo little knowledge
as not to be able to diftinguifh between good, bad, or
interefted, advices, or to give pofitive orders in mat-
ters, which, from their nature, are ever upon the
change; fo that the expedience or propriety of a
meafure, at one moment, may be totally inexpedient
or improper in the next.

Having given over all hopes of being relieved this
fall, T determined upon fending home Captain. Foy,
to furnith his majefty’s confidential fervants, and my
fucceffor, with the beft informatien, in my power, of
the ftate of affairs in this province, that they may
form the better judgement of what they have to do.

I am, &c.
Army from Canada ander Licutenant-General Burgoyne,

Total Rank and File, 1 of July, 1777, [Sick included}

Britith, Britith, Brought over 2660,

oth regiment  — = w512 530 = = e = = — 537

goth — — = — — 528 62d — — — = — —
21t — = —— 538 Grenadiers and light-infantry com=-
24th == - — 528 panies from the 2gth, 3rf, and

47th — — e — — 524 34th, regiments == = — 324

S ]

Carried over 2660 Carried over 4067

* This letter, which was never printed before, only regards
the view of the evidence, towards the beginning.
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: Brought over 4067 Before Septemb. fell off to go
Left in Canada out of the above 1343 Provincials at moft — 632
——— 1ft O&, no mote than 456

Britith, Total 3724

Germans, 1t Jul 3727 In September the additional com-
Leftin Canada 711 panies joined near Fort Miller,
——— inall e == - = — 308
For the campaign, Germans 3016
~—=—=—  Regulars killed, wounded, and psifoners,
Regular troeps, Total 6740 in the campaign, 1777.
Garrifon left out of the above
at Ticonderoga. Kill.{Wo. | Prif.; Tot,
Britith rank and file 463 Britith.
German rank and file 448 Officers 26 (47 | 19
—— 910 Serjeants | 15| 33 | 14
—— Drummers 5 6
To force a paffage to Albany 5830 R. & File 207 1549 l149 {1285
1t July, Britifh artillery ~— = 237 ————
German artillery — 100 Germans.
Bat men, fervants, &c. in the above, Officers 10 | 16 | 29
Recruits under Lieutenant Nuit 154 Serjeants | 1z | 28 | ¢q
Canadians — == — == 148 Drummers| 1| 8] i3
Indians never mcre than s00 R. & File 1141 la25 V575 | 941

Firft Application from Major-General Phillips, relasive No. X1,
to Horfes. Dated Montreal, June 4, 1797,

SIR,
I TAKE the liberty of informing your Excellency,
that .there has yet been no arrangement made for
marching the field-artillery by land, fhould the corps
of troops upon an expedition under your command,
in the courfe of the campaign, quit the lakes Cham.
plain and George, and the rivers. ‘
I have, upon the ftrictefl information which could
be procured, reafon to believe, that neither carriages
not horfes will be to be. had nearer than Albany,
thould the route of your army be that way ; and, even
in that country, it will neceffarily require a confidera-
ble time before any can be got; all whicH muft ne-
ceflarily delay the operations of the campaign, after
the redution of Ticonderoga. I therefore fubmit to
your Excellency’s confideration, whether horfes, and
fuch ammunition-carriages as may be wanted, fhould
not be procured for the fervice of the campaign, for
D2 the
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the field-artillery attached to the corps of troops your
Excellency is to command this campaign ?

I have the honour to be, Sir,
With the greateft refpect,
Your Excellency’s moft obedient
And moft humble fervant,

M. Puicrirs, Major-General,

commanding the royal ar-
His Excellency tillery in Canada.
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne.

Copy of a Letter to Major-General Phillips, refpeding
Horfes. Dared Montreal, June 4, 1777.

SIR, :

1 HAVE the honour of your letter of this day’s
date, informing me that no arrangement hds yet been
made for moving the field-artillery by land ; and that,
upon the beft information you can obtain, neither
carriages nor horfes can be procured on the other fide-
Lake Champlain nearer than Albany.

In confequence of this reprefentation, I have to re-
queft you, to give in your opinion upon the mode of
procuring horfes and carriages from this country,
combining thq' confiderations of difpatch, fufficiency,
ceconomy towards government 3 and I with to know
the opinion as foon as poffible.

Iam, with trueft regard, Sir,
Your obedient humble fervant,
J. BurcoynE, Licutenant-General.

Major-General Phillips. Extralls
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Extrall of a_ Letter from Major-General Phillips to
Licutenant-General Burgoyne,

Moenireal, Fune 5, 1777,

I HAVE the honour of your Excellency’s letter to
me of yefterday, in anf{wer to one I wrote on the fub-
ject of the ficld-artillery being fupplied with horfes,
&ec. &c.

You are pleafed, Sir, to order me to give an opi-
nion upon the mode of procuring horfes and car-
riages from this country ; combining the confideration
of difpatch, fufficiency, and ceconomy towards go-
vernment.

There are but two modes of procuring horfes for
the fervice, {uppofing the country is not to furnith
them upon corvées ; the one is by purchaling of hor-
fes upon the account of government, the other by
contract.

The firlt of thefe modes has always appeared, to
me, difficulr, uncertain, and full of openings for
every fpecies of impofition, and the expence uncer-
tain. — Government muft truft various people to buy
horfes; and, in this country, it will not be poffible to
procure any perfons who will not immediarely pur-
fue the views of gaining money to themfelves, with a
confideration for the King’s fervice. Add to this,
that it wiil become fuch a charge, that many commif-
faries muft be appointed, and various other officers of
that fort, &c. which being a mixture of infpectors
into the purchafes of horfes, and neceflarily alfo at
times the being purchafers, it will be difficult ever to
afcertain the price, and feldom that the goodnefs of
horfes can be depended on.

I have feen, in my fervice, this mode attempted ;
but it has, to my knowledge, failed, I muft allow,

D3 that,
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that, could it be carried into execution complete, it
would be the cheapeft for government : but, taking
into confideration the various impofitions which will
arife, and that the fetting out on a plan of this na-
ture will require a very large fum of money, perhaps
from 20,000l to 3o,000l. to be intrufted into vari-
ous hands, I freely give it as my opinion that it is not
a perfedt plan. The contratting for a certain num-
ber of horfes, at a fixed price for the hire by day, re.
duces the whole to a very fimple, and therefore gene-
rally a certain, plan. It depends on the fetting out,
by making as cheap, as fair, and juft, a bargain,
on the part of government, as can be: And, being fo
made, that the military and civil officers do their du.
ty, by atrending to the receiving of horfes only as they
are fitting for fervice: The contrator has his intereft
fo directly connetted with fulfilling his contrac, (as
upon failure it ceafes,) that he will exert all means to
do jt, and the care of government will be, that it be
done honeftly and completely.

I have thus obeyed your Excellency’s orders, and
given an opinion which I fubmic entirely to your con-
fideration,

Extracl of a Letter to Nathaniel Day, Efg. Commifla .
General, 8¢, Dated Montreal, Fune 4tb, 1777.

I BEG the favour of you to calculate what num-
ber of horles and carriages (fuppoling them fuch as
are in common ufe in Canada) will be fufficient for
conveying, by land, thirty days provifion for 10,000
men, together with about 1000 gallons of rum; and

you will pleafe to make me your report as foon as
pofiible, '

Extral?
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Exiraiz of a Letter to Sir Guy Carleton,

Montreal, Fune 7, 1777,

HAVING had the honour to reprefent to your Ex-
celiency the neceflity of being provided with a certain
number of horfes and carriages for the artillery, vic-
tuals, and other indifpenfable purpofes of the army,
when it fhall be obliged to quit the borders of the lakes
and rivers ; and having underftood from your Excel-
lency that fuch provifion could not be made by the
ordinary methods of corvée; and that, if propofed
without compulfion upon the country, the effeét would
be precarious, dilatory, and expenfive; I have the
honour now to lay before your Excellency propofals
for contraéts for an expeditious fupply of horles for
the artillery, and 500 carts, with two hurfes each,
for the other purpofes.

I am too ignorant of the prices of the country to
offer any judgement upon the reatonablenefs of thefe
propofals ; nor have I any long acquaintance with
Mr. Jordan, or other monve for withing him the
preference, if other perfons can be found equally ca-
pable, refponfible, and expeditious. 1 have only
thus far interfered, upon a conviétion, (after confider-
ing rhe route the King’s orders direct, and taking all
poffible methods of intormation upon the fupply to be
expected as we proceed,) that to depend upon the
country altogether would be to hazard the expedition.

Your Excellency will oblerve, that, in order to
fave the public expence as much as pofiible, I have
reduced this requifition much below what would be

. adequate for the fervice, and I mean to truft to the
refources of the expedition for the reft : 500 cares will
barely carry fourteen days provifions at a time, and
Major-General Phillips means to demand as few hor-
fes as poflible, fubject to whatever future augmenta-
tions future fervices may require : the prefent number

D 4 wanted
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wanted will be about 400 ; there will then remain un-
provided for (for expeditious movement) the tranf-
port of bateaux from Lake George to Hudfon’s River,
aed the carriage of the tents of the army, and many
other contingencies that I need not trouble your Ex-
cellency to point out to you.

Extradl of a Letter to General Harvey.

Montreal, May 19, 1777,

YOU have permitted me, as formerly, to write to
you confidentially. I take the firft conveyance to re-
new a correfpondence fo pleafing and honourable to
myfelf, and that may, in fome cafes, become benefi-
cial to the public fervice. It fhall never be employed
but to convey truchs, to do juftice to facts and perfons,
and to fecure myfelf in the continuance of an efteem fo
valuable to me as yours, againft appearances and mif-
repr.fentations. :

I bave reafon to be exceedingly fatisfied with all that
has been done, and with moft things that are doing:
exertions have been made during the winter, which
was remarkably favourable, in all the departments, and
preparations are very forward; thofe that have been
committed to the directions of General Phillips have
been executed with a diligence, precifion, and fore-
Gght, that entitle him to the fullett praife. The troops
are in a {tate of health almoft unprecedented, and their
fpirits and general improvement are equally objets of
grear pleafure and promife. To this agreeable repre-
fentation I have the happinefs to add, that Sir Guy
Catleton has received me, and the orders I brought, in
a manner that, in my opinion, does infinite honour to
his public and private charaller.

That he fhould have withed for the lead in alive
and important military operations is very natural.
That he thinks he has fome caufe of refentment for the’

general
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general tenor of treatment he has received from fome
of the minifters is difcernible 5, but neither his difap-
poiatment nor his perfonal feelings operate againft his
duty ; and I am convinced he means to forward the
King’s meafures, entrufted to my hands, with all
the zeal he could have employed had they refted in his
own.

My iatention is, during my advance to Ticonde-
roga, and fiege of that poft, (for a fiege I apprehend it
mutft be,) to give all poflible jealoufy on the fide of Con-
necticut. It ] can, by manceuvre, make them fufpect
that, after the reduction of Ticonderoga, my views are
pointed that way, it may make the Conneéticurt forces
very cautious of leaving their own frontiers, and much
facilitate my progrefs to Albany. I mention this in-
tention only to Lord George and yourfelf, and I do it
left, from any intelligence of my motions that
may reach England indire@ly, it thould be luppofed [
have fuffered myfelf to be diverted from the main ob-
je&t of my orders. The King and his Majefty’s minif-
ters may reft affured, that, whatever demonftrations I
may endeavour to impofe upon the enemy, I fhall re-
ally make no movement that can procraftinate my pro-
grefs to Albany. '

One thing more occurs. I had the furprife and mor-
tification to find a paper handed about at Montreal,
publifhing the whole defign of the campaign, almoft
as accurately as if iz had been copied from the Secre-
tary of State’s leceer. My own caution has been fuch,
that not 2 man in my own family has been let into the
fecret.  Sir Guy Carleton’s, I am confident, has been
equal ; Iam therefore led to doubt whether imprudence
has not been committed from private letters from Eng-
land, and wifh you would atk my friend D’Oyley,
to whom my very affe@tionate compliments, whether
there is any perfon within the line of minifterial com-

munication that he can fufpect to be fo unguardcdl?
t

Ivit
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It is not of great conifequence here, except as far asres
gards St. Leger’s expedition ; bnt.fuch a trick thay be
of moft prejudicial confequence in other cafes, and
thould be guarded againft.

Extraft of a Leétter to General Harvey,

Camp on the River Bouquet, néar

Lake Champlain, Junt22, 1777,

- 1 HAVE had to contend againft wet weather that
rendered the roads almoft impraéticable at the carry-
ing places, and confequently the paffage of the ba-
teaux, &c. exceedingly dilatory ; befides a grear dedl
of contrary wind. Indeed, the combination of lind
and water movement, bad roads, inattivity, and fome-
times difobedience in the country, and a thoufand other
difficulties and accidents, unknown in other fetvices,
difconcert all arrangements. I do not mention this
upon my own account, as I do not hold myfeif tefpon-
{ible for delays within the province of Canada ; but I
mention it to do juftice to others, who, I really think,
have infinite merit in overcoming the obftructions we
have met with, and who ought to be juflified againft
fome acquaintances of yours and mine, who travel a-
crofs a map very faft, and are very free in their cofn-

" ments, when others, who have ten times their knowledge

and refources, do not anfwer their predictions and ex-
pectations,

I have been exceedingly diftreficd in regard to the
brigadiers of this army.  Sir Guy Carleton, theday!
took leave of him, putinto my hands an extratt of a
letter from the Secrerary of War, approving the ap-
pointment of thofe gentlemen, but obferving, that
whenever any of them fhould /ead their brigades out of
the provincs of Canada, in order to join the troops undet’

eneral Howe, there would be a neceffity for their com-
mand ceafing as brigadiers, &c,
Were
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_ Were this to be put in execution, according to the
letter of the order and the geographical limits of Canada,
and fuppofing Major-General Phillips at the fame time
to be employed folely in the artillery, I fhould find
myfelf at the head of an army to undertake a fiege,
and afterwards purfue objedls of importance, and
poffibly of time, without a fingle intermediate Britith
officer between the lieutenant-general, commanding
pro tempore in chief, and a lieutenant-colonel. It
would be prepofterous and impertinent in me to fay
one word more to you, as an officer, upon the impof-
fibility of methodifing or conducting fuch an army with
fuch a toral deficiency of ftaff. Had Lord Barrington
condefcended to have communicated his intentions to
me in London, I think I could have convinced him of
the impropriety. Asitis, I muflt conclude that the
{pirit of the order goes only to prevent thofe gentle-
men bearing a higher rank and pay than fenior licute-
nant-colonels ferving in the fame army ; and that there-
fore there can be no fault in keeping it dormant till the
junction takes place. In other words, I look upon
mine to be the Canada army till fuch time as I am in
communication with General Howe, fo as to make
part of his force, and confequently, without meafuring
degrees north and fouth, that the arrangements made
in Canada, and approved of by the King, remain in
force till that time.

T am perfuaded, my dear General, you will fupport
me in this liberty, if fuch itis to be called, notonly as
the abfolute order and method of the fervice depends
upon it, but alfo to avoid to thefe gentlemen, who
have really great merit, the vexation and the ridicule
of being deprived of their rank and pay in the hour
of that very fervice, with a view to which their ap-
pointment was originally made. I think I can anfwer,
that, the junétion made, and the reafons for reverting

1o
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to their forrmer ranks become obvious, they will fub.
mit to his Majefty’s pleafure without a murmur,

Extrad of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne
to General Harvey,

Head-Quarters, Skenefborough, July 11, 1777,

THE mere compliment of fervice I have given to
the troops in orders, and in the relation defigned for
the Gazette, is not doing them fufficient juftice. It
is a duty in me farther, through you, and 1 know. I
fhall impofe a pleafing tafk on you, to affure the King
that their behaviour 1s as uniformly good in the camp
as in action. '

After what I have publicly mentioned of Frafer, 1
am fure I need not prefs you in his favour. I cannot
but feel confident in the hope that his Majefty’s grace
will find its way through all obftacles to prevent fo
difcouraging a circumftance as the return of this gallant
officer to the mere duty of lieutenant-colonel, ar the
head of one battalion, after having given afcendancy to
the King’s troops, and done honour to his profeffion,
by the moft fpirited actions in critical periods of two
fucceflive campaigns. ‘

You will obferve, Sir, both in the public letter and
in the order of battle, which captain Gardner will put
into your hands, that Major-General Phillips is occafi-
onally employed feparately from the ftrict line of his
department.  This does not proceed from inattention
to the explanation of his Majefty’s pleafure two years
ago, but from abfolute neceflity. The ftaff being com-
pofed without any Britith major-general, Brigadier Fra-
fer being pofted where he is of infinite ufe, at the head
of the advanced corps, the fervice would fuffer in the
moft material degree if the talents of General Phillips
were not fuffered to extend beyond the limits of the ar- .

tillery,
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tillery, and I hold myfelf fully juftified in continuing
the great ufe of his affiltance under this extenfion, by
what [ underftand to be the fignification of the King’s
pleafure to Sir Guy Carleton, viz. That this meafure
muft not be made a precedent, but not forbidding it du-
ring the prefent exigency.

I fatter myfelf the King will be fatisfied with the di-

ligence ufed in taking the field, as well as with the
fublequent operations; if not, my difappointment can
only proceed from my own deficiency in ftating the
embarraflments I found, notwithftanding previous
preparations and cordial affiftances.  Remote fitu-
ations of the troops, currents, winds, roads, want of
materials for caulking the veflels, inactivity and defer-
tion of the Canadian corvées, were all againft me. A
great difficulcy lay in providing horfes and carriages for
the bare tranfport of provifions and tents, when we
thould arrive at Fort George, or any other place where
the army fhould have no refource of water-carriage. I
found an adtive, and I think a reafonable, contractor,
who fupplied this neceflity at a much cheaper rate than
could have been done any other way. I inclofe acopy
of the contra& to the treafury, to which 1 refer you.
You will obferve that I have limited the number to the
mere indifpenfible purpofes of provifions and tents,
trufting to the country for the farther affiftance of offi-
cers baggage and the other attirail of an army. Ex-
perience already fhews me that I judged right in not
trufting to the country for more; for, had this pre-
caution been omitted, I fhould be bound faft to the
fpot'where I am, or obliged to return by water to Ti-
conderoga.

I avow alfo to you my advice to General Carleton to
grant commiffions to two provincial battalions, to be
raifed from Albany and Charlotte County, by a Mr.
Jeffup and a2 Mr. Peters, upon condition that the com-
miffions fhould not take place till two-thirds of the

corps
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corps fhould be cffecive ; provincial corps, ating zea.
loufly in the King’s caufe, muit have great impreffion
upon public opinion, and will, befides, in fa&t, be of
fingular ufe to the eafe and prefervation of the regular
troops.

Upon this principle, therefore, I have not hefitated
Farther to receive and to pay fuch loyalifts as have come
in with their arms fince the fuccefs of Ticonderoga, and
wifh to be employed. Though 1 have not power to
grant commiflions, I poft the officers, and form theny
into companies till the meafure can be decided by thofe
who have more authority.

I hope all thefe articles of expence-will meet with
the fupport of your opinion; and have enly to add,
that as no job (hall be done by myfelf, fo will I ufe all
efforts to prevent fuch being done by others,

I am indifpenfably obliged to wait fome time on this
pofition, to clear roads and make bridges, which is
great labour in this country, and to bring up a ftock
of provifion, and alfo to give time to the gun-boats,
bateaux, and provifion-veflels, to be put into Lake
George, to fcour that lake and fecure the future route’
of the magazines. 1 propofe to poffefs Fort' Edward
at the fame time thatthe force is ready to move down
the lake ; by which means, if the enemy do not eva-
cuate Fort George, the garrifon muft inevitably’ be-
caught. In the mean while I have ordercd Reidéfélto’
make roads, reconnoitre the country, and make all
other poffible feints of a march to the Conne&icut, and,

by fome other meafures, 1 hope to give alarms that’
way. ‘

InsTRUCS
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InsTrucTIONS for Licutes
nant-Colonel Baume, oz 2
Jecret expedition to the Con-
neclicut River.

[The erafures were made by Ge-
neral Burgoyne.*]

THE obje& of your expe-
dition is to try the affe&tions
of the country, to difconcert
the councils of the enemy, to
mount the Reidefel’s dra-
goons, to complete Peters’s
corps, and to obtain large
fupplies of cattle, horfes, and
carriages.,

The feveral corps, of which
the inclofed is a lift, are to be
under your command.

The troops muft take no
tents, and what little baggage

is carried by officers muft be

on their own bat horfes.

You are to proceed by the
route from Batten Kill to Ar-
lington, and take poft there,
Jo as to fecure the pafs from
Manchefler.  You are to vemain
at Arlington till the detach-
ment of the Provincials, un-
der the command of Captain
Sherwood, thall join you from
the fouthward.

You are then to proceed to
Manchefter, where you will
take poft fo as to fecure the
pafs of the mountains on the
road from Manchefter to

N DI X

Amendments made by Gene-
ral Burgoyne.

Rockingham;

* The erafures are printed in Italics, and the amendments in

the oppofite column.

ses
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Rockingham 3 hence you will
detach the Indians and light
troops to the northward, to-
ward Otter Creek.  On their
return, and alfo receiving in=
telligence that no enemy 1s in
force in the neighbourhood of
Rockingham, (1) you will pro-
ceed by the road over the
mountains to Rockingham,
where you will take poft.
This will be the moft diftant
part on the expedition. (2)

You are to remain there as
long as neceffary o fulfil the in-
tention of the expedition from
thence, (3) and you are after-
wards to defcend Jy the Con-
nefticut River to Brattlebury,
and from that place, by the
quickeft march, you are to
return by the great road to
Albany.

During your whole pro-
grefs, your detachments are
to have orders to bring in to
you all horfes fit to mount the
dragoons under your com-
mand, or to ferve as bat hor-
fes to the troops, they are like-
wife to bring in (4) faddles and
bridles as can be found. (5)

Your parties are likewife to
bring in waggons and other
convenient carriages, withas
many draft oxen as will be
neceffary to draw them, and
all caule fic for flaughter,
(milch cows excepted,) which
are to be left for the ufe of
theinhabitants, Regular re-

N D1 X

Amendments made by Genee
ral Burgoyne.

(1) wupon the ConneSlicut Ri-
ver,

(2) And muft be proceeded
upon with caution, as you will
have the defile of the mountaing
bebind you, which might make a
retreat difficult 5 you mufl there-
Jore endeavour to be well inform-;
¢d of the farce of the enemy's mi-
litia inthe neighbouring country.
. Should you find it may with
prudence be effected, :
(3) while the Indians and
light troops are detached up the
river.

(4) together with as many

(5) The number of horfesres
quifite, befides thofe neceffary for
mounting the regiment. of dra-
goons, ought to be 1300.
you can bring more for the ufe ?
the army, it will be Jo much the
better.,

ceipts;
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ceipts, in the form hereto fub-
joined, are to be given, in all
places where any of the above-
mentioned articles are taken,
to fuch perfons as have re-
mained in their habitations,
and otherwife complied with
the terms of General Bur-
goyne’s manifefto; butnore.
ceipts to be given to fuch as
are known to be alting in the
fervice of the rebels. {6)

NDIX.‘

Amendments made by Gene-
ral Burgoyne,

(6) A5 you will have with
you perfans perfectly acquainted
with the abilities of the country,
it may perhaps be advifeable to
tax the feveral difirifls with the
portions of the feveral articles,
and limit the bours for their de-
livery 5 and, fhould you find it
neceffary to move before fuch de-
Livery can te made, hoflages o
the mofl refpetlable people fould
be taken, to fecure their folliw-
ing you the enfuing day. All
poffible means are to be ufed ta
prevent plundering.

As it is probable that Captain
Sherwood, who is already de-
sached to the fouthward and will
join you at Arlington, will drive
in a confiderable quantity of cattle
and horfes to you, you will therea
fore fend in this cattle to the ar-
my, with a proper detachment
from Peters’s corps to cover them,
in order to difencumber your[elf 3
but you muft always keep the re-
giments of dragoons compaél.

- The dragoons themfelves muft
ride, and take care of the horfes
of the regiment. Thofe borfes

E which
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You will ufe all pofiible
means to make the country
believe that the troops under

N D I X,

Amendmeﬁts made by Gene-
ral Burgoyne,

which are deftined for the uf o
the army mufi be tied together 55
SPrings of ten each, in order that
one man may lead ten borfes, You
will give the unarmed men of
Peters's corps to condué? them,
and inbabitants whom you can
truft. You mufl always take
your camps in_good pofition ; but
at the fame time where there is
paflure 5 and yox mufl have o
chain of centinels vound your cat-
4le and horfes when grazing,

Colonel Skeene will be with
You as much as poffible, in order
20 affif? you with bis advice, to
belp you to diftinguifh the good
Jubjecis from the bad, to procure
you the beft intelligence of the
enemy, and to choofe thofe people
who are to bring me the accounts

v of your progrefs and fuccefs.

When you find it neceffary to
halt for a day or two, you muft
always entrench the camp of the
regiment of dragoons, in order
never to rifk an attack or affrent
Jrom the enemy,

As you will return with the
regiment of dragoons mounted,
you muft always have a detach-
ment of Captain Frafer'’s or Pe-
2ers’s corps in front of the column,
and the fame in the reary in or-
der to prevent your falling into
an ambufeade when you march
through the waods.

your
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your command are the advan-
ced corps of the army, and
that it is intended to pafs the
Conneéticut on the road to
Bofton. You will likewife
bave it infinuated, (7) that the
main army from Albany is to
be joined at Springfield by a
corps of troops from Rhode-
Ifland.

You will fend off occafionally
cattle or earriages, to prevent
being too much incumbered 3 and
will give me as frequent intelli-
gence of your fituation as poffible.

It is highly probable that
the corps under Mr. Warner,
now fuppofed to be at Man-
chefter, will retreat before
you ; but, thould they, con-
trary to expelation, be able
to colle& in great force, and
poft themfelves advantageouf-
ly, it is left to your difcretion
to attack them or not; always
bearing in mind, that your
cotps is too valuable to let
any confiderable lofs be ha-
garded on this occafion.

Should any corps be moved
from Mr. Arnold’s main ar-
my, in order to intercept
your retreat, you are to take
as ftrong a poft as the country
will afford, and fend the
quickeft intelligence to me;
and you may depend on my
making fuch a movement as
fhall put the enemy between
two fires, or otherwife effec-
tually futain you.

[t is imagined the progrefs
of the whole of this expedi-

N DI X

Amendments made by Gene-
ral Burgoyne.

(5) infinuatey

E2 tion
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tion may be effeGted in about
a fortnight ; but every move-
ment of it muft depend upon
your fuccefs in obtaining fuch
Tupply of provifions as will
enable you to fubfift till your
return to the army, in cafe
you can get no more. (8)

All perfons alting in com-
mittees, or any officers alting
under the direGtions of Con-

Amendments made by Genea .
ral Burgoyne,

(8) Aud, fbould not the army
be able to rcach Albany before
your expedition fhould be comple-
ted, Iwill find meansto fend you

grefs, either civil or military,

natice of ity and give your route
are to be made prifoners,

another direction.

SiRr, Batten-Kill, 12th Auguft, 1777,
I HAD the honour of acquainting your Excellency, .
by a man fent yefterday evening by Colonel Skeene to
head-quarters, of the feveral corps under my command
being encamped at Saratoga, as well as of my inten-
tion to proceed the next morning at five o’clock ; the
corps moved at that time, and marched a mile, when
I received aletter from Brigadier General Frafer, figni-
fying your Excellency’s order to poft the corps advan-
tageoufly on Barten-Kill, till I fhould seceive freth in-
ftru&tions from your Excelleacy : the corps is now en-
camped at that place, and wait your Excellency’s or-
ders. I will not trouble you, Sir, with the various re-
ports which fpread, as they feem rather to be founded
on the different interefts and feelings of the people who
occafion them.
I have the honour to be, moft refpectfully,
Your Excellency’s molit obedient
And humble fervant,

F. B AUME,
The reinforcement of &fty chaffeurs,

which your Excellency was pleafed
to order, joined me faft night at
eleven o’clock.

General Burgoyne.
SiRr,
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s Cambridge, 13th duguft, 14 74,
IR,

IN confequence of your Excellency’s orders T moved
this morning, at four o’clock, with the corps under
my command ; and, after a march of fixteen miles,
arrived at Cambridge at four in the evening. On the
road I received intelliger.ce of forty or fifty of the re-
bels being left to guard lome cattle, I immediately
ordered thirty of the provincials and fifty favages to
quicken their march, in hopes to furprife them. They
took five prifoners in arms, who declared themfelves
to be in the fervice of the Congrefs ; yet the enemy re-
ceived advice of our approach, and abandoned the
‘houfe they were pofted in. The provincials and fava-
ges continued their march about a mile, when they

fell in with a party of fifteen men, who fired upon our:

people, and immediately took to the woods with the
greateft precipitation. The fire was quick on our fide,
but I cannot learn if the enemy fuftained any lufs, A
private of Captain Sherwood’s company was the only
one who was {lightly wounded in the thigh. From the
many people who came from Bennington, they ngree
that the number of the enemy amounted to 1800. [
will be particularly careful, on my approach at thac
place, to be fully informed of their ftrength and fizu-
“ation, and take the precautions neceflary to fulfil both
the orders and infiruitions of your Excellency.

I cannot afcertain the number of carttle, carts, and
waggons, taken here, as they have not been as yet
colleted. A few horfes have been alfo brought 1n,
but am forry to acquaint your Excellency that the fa-
vages either deftroy or drive away what is not paid for

" with ready money. If your kxcellency would allow
me to purchafe the horfes from the favages, ftipu ating
the price, 1 think they might be procured cheap, other-
wife they ruin all they meet with, their officers and
interpreters not having it in their power to controul

£ 3 then,

'
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them. Your Excellency may depend on hearing how
I proceed at Bennington, and of my fuccefs there:
praying my refpectful compliments to General Rei-
defel,

I am, moft refpectfully, Sir,

Your moft obedient and humble fervant,
F. Bavme.

P.S. The names of the men taken in arms are as
follow :
George Duncan, John Bell,
David Slarrow, Matt. Bell.
Samuel Bell,
Hugh More, a noted rebel, furrendered himfelf yef-
terday evening.
The exprefs left Cambridge at four o’clock, on the
morning of the 14th of Auguft.

Sancoick, 14th Auguft, 1777, 90'Clock.
SR,

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency,
that T arrived here at eight in the morning, having had
intelligence of a party of the enemy being in poffeffion
of a mill, which they abandoned at our approach ; but,
in their ufual way, fired from the bufhes, and took
their road to Bennington ; a favage was flightly wound-
ed; they broke down the bridge, which has retarded
our march above an hour ; they left in the mill about
78 barrels of very fine flour, 1000 bufhels of wheat,
20 barrels of falt, and about 1000l. worth of pear} and
potath. 1 have ordered thirty provincials and an of-
ficer to guard the provifion and the pafs of the bridge.
By five prifoners taken here, they agree that 1500 t0
1800 men are at Benningron ; but are fuppofed to leave
it onour approach. I will proceed fo far to-day as to
fall on the enemy to-morrow early, and make fuch dif-

pofition
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pofition as I think neceffary from the intelligence { may
receive, People are flocking in hourly, but want to
be armed : the favages cannot be controuled, they
ruin and take every thing they pleafe,

I am your Excellency’s
Moft obedient humble fervant,

F. BauwmeE,
Beg your Excellency to pardon the
hurry of this letter, itis written on
the head of a barrel,

General Burgoyne.

Infiraidions to Colonel Skeene, upon the expedition to Ben-
nington.

Sir,

I REQUEST the favour of you to proceed with
Lieutenani-Colonel Baume, upon an expedition of
which he has the command, and which will march
this evening or to-morrow morning.

The objects of his orders are to try the affections of
the country ; to difconcert the councils of the enemy ;
to mount the regiment of Reidefel’s dragoons; to com-
plete Lieutenant-Colonel Peters’s corps ; and to pro-
cure 2 large fupply of horfes for the ufe of the troops,
together with cartle and carriages.

The route marked for this expedition is to Arling-
ton and Manchefter; and, in cafe it thould be found
that the enemy is not in too great force upon the Con-
necticut-river, it is intended to pafs the mountains to
Rockingham, and defcend the river from thence to
Brattlebury. Some hours before the corps marches for
Arlington, Colonel Peters, with all his men, are to
fet forward for Bennington, and afterwards are to join

at Arlington.
E 4 Receipts

Ixxi



Ixxii

A PPENDTIZX

Receipts are ordered to be given for all horfes and
cattle taken irom the country.

Lieutenant-Colonel Baume is directed to communi-
cate to you the reft of his inftruttions, and to confult
with you upon all marters of intelligence, negotiation
with the inhabitants, roads, and other means depend.
ing upon a knowledge of the country, for carrying his
inftruion« into execution.

I rely upon your zeal and alivity for the fulleft af.
fiftance, particularly in having it underftood in all the
country through which you pafs, that the corps of
Lieutenant~-Colonel Baume is the firft detachment of the
advanced guard, and that the whole army is pro-
ceeding to Bofton, expelting to be joined upon the
route by the army from Rhode-Ifland. '

I need not reccommend to you to continue the re-
quifites of the fervice with every principle of humasity
in the mode of obtaining them ; and it may be proper
to inform the country, that the means to prevent their
horfes being taken for the future, will be to refilt the
enemy when they fhall prefume to force them, and
drive them voluntarily to my camp.

I have the honour to be, &c. &¢. &¢.

J. Burcovns,

CAL.



CALCULATIONS of the Number of Carts that will carry Provifions for the fol'lowing Number of Men.

Number of Menfor| 1| 2 I 31 a) 5] 6] 71 8] 9o x:; 11 )1z |13 saag) 16| 17| 18| 19 ) 20| 30] 60 g0
Day {Days|Days|Days|Days| Days| Days[Days| Days|Days|Days| Days|Day- | Days|Days| Days|Day:{Days|Days| Days|Days| Day:| Days

10000 Men, Carts| 38 | 75 | 113] 50| 188] 226} 263! 300! 338] 375| 413] 452] 490| 526] 564 Z; 6—38 678( 716] 750(1125|2250[3375
5000 Men, Carts| 19 | 38 | 571 78 ;-1_13 1—31 150 160 _x;i _2.:7 226| 245 —26_3 282] 300 ; :;9 358] 375 563|112 ;

4000 Men, Carts| 15 { 30§ 45 6of 75| o0 1_05 120{ 134 150] 165| 180[ 195 210] -:5 240] 255] 270| 285} 30c| 450 goojr3se

3000 Men, Carts| 12 | 23 34l 4¢| 57| 68] 79| gof 102 113} 124| 135] 147} 158} 160 180} 192| 203] 214 225] 338( 676}1014

2000 Men, Carts| 8 | 15] 23] 3¢ _38—%—5; 61| 68| 75t 831 9ol off rogl x13) 120| 1287 135) 45| 1501 225 45¢] 675

1000 Men, Carts{ 4| 8 H—!s 19 23 7 31l 35| 3of 42 45| 4¢] s3} s -_6071 _6_3 72 75: 226 339

o0 Men, Carts| 2 —: 6 8§ 10] 1zf 14| 1€ : : 21} 230 2¢] 27] 26| 30 32 ‘:}—3—( 1—5-; ::

The above Tablc is made, allowing 3 pounds weight to the Ration and 8oo pounds to the Cart-load.
NATHANIEL DAY, Commiffary-General,



Ixxiv

A PPENDIX

Extralt of a Letter from Licutenant General Buréoync
to Sir Guy Carleton, dated Head Quarters, at
Skenefborough Honfe, 11¢b Fuby, 1777.

1 REQUEST your Excellency to take into confi-
deration the expediency of fupplying, from Canada,
a garrifon for Ticonderoga.

My communication will widen fo much as I pro-
ceed, the drain upon the army for pofts will be fo
confiderable, not to fpeak of detachments and fafe-
guards to protect and to awe the country, that, if that
firlt diminution be not replaced, my effective firength
may become inadequate to the fervices intended.
My prefent intelligence is, that Putnam is collecting
an army to oppofe me at Saratoga. Fort Edward is
alfo talked of to fuftain afiege.

Your Excellency will, I am fure, agree with me,
that Ticonderoga, or fome other fortified poft on the
fouth part of Lake Champlain, ought to be confider-
ed on the frontiers of the province of Canada. Iam
aware of the difficulties that arife from the manner in
which the Secretary of State’s orders are penned : but
I tubmit to your Excellency, whether, under the
principle laid down in the beginning of the order,
and afterwards repeated, that 3000 men were beld fuf-
Sicient for the defence of that province, you would not -
be juftified in fparing, for the purpofe of this garri-
fon, the overplus of the 3000 that may remain after
completing my army.

_And, notwithftanding the corps for the Canada fer-
vice are precifely named by the Secretary of State, I
would farther fubmit whether, upon my preffing re-
quifirion, the garrifon might not juftifiably be fur-
nifhed by derachment, even though there were no
overplus, under the following words of the order:
afier kaving fecured to bim (Licutenant General Bur-

goyne)
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goyne) every affiftance which it is in your power to afford
and procure.  Your Excellency’s zeal for the fervice
and favour towards me will be better interpreters for
the latitude I propofe than any thing I can farther
fuggelt. My prefent purpofe, Sir, is to get a fuffi-
cient number of gun-boats upon the Lake George to
fcour that lake as expeditioufly as poffible, to fupport
them with a proper force to attack Fort George on
that fide, while, with the main of the army, as foon
as refrefhed and fepplied, I attack Fort Edward from
hence, and thereby cut off the communication from
Albany to Fort George, and confequently prevent the
fuccour or retreat of that garrifon.

Extrafl of a Letter from Lientenant General Burgoyne fo
Sir Guy Carleton. Head-Quarters, near Fort Anne,

Fuly 29th, 1777.

THE conftru&ion your Excellency putsupon the or-
ders of the Secretary of State is too full and decifive for
me to prefume to trouble you farther upon the fubject
of a garrifon for Ticonderoga from Canada. I muft do
as well as I can; but I am fure your Excelleacy, as a
foldier, will think my fitvation a liule difficule. A
breach into my communication muft either ruin my
army entirely, or oblige me to return in force to re-
ftore, which might be the lofs of the campaign. To
prevent a breach, Ticonderoga and Fort George
muft be in very refpetable ftrength, and I muft be-
fides have pofts at Fort Edward and other carrying.
places. Thele drains, added to common accidents
and lofles of fervice, will neceflarily render me very
inferior in point of numbers to the enemy, whom 1
muft expeét always to find ftrongly pofted. I afk
pardon for dwelling fo much upon this fubje®, and
have only to add my requeft to your Excellency, to

forward

Ixxv



txxvi

A PPENDTIZX

forward the additional companies as expeditioufly ay
may be.

Copy of Licutenant General Burgoyne’s Letter to Colonel
: Baume.

Near Saratoga, Auguft 14, 1777. Sevenat night,

SIR,

THE accounts you have fent me are very fatisfac.
tory, and I have no doubt of every part of your pro-
ceeding continuing to be the fame.

I beg the favour of you toreport, whether the road
you have pafled is pratticable ; and, if fo, if it is con-
venient for a confiderable corps with cannon.

Should you find the enemy too ftrongly pofted at
Bennington,and maintaining fuch a countenance asmay
make an attack imprudent, I wifh you to take a poft
where you can maintain yourfelf till you receive an

“anfwer from me; and I will either fupport you in

force or withdraw you.

You will pleafe to fend off to my camp, as foon as
you can, waggons and draft cattle, and likewife fuch
other cattle as are not neceflary for your fubfiftence.

Let the waggons and carts bring off all the flour
and wheat they can, that you do not retain for the
fame purpofe. This tranfport muft be under the
charge of a commiffion officer.

I will write you at full tomorrow in regard to get-
ting the horfes out of the hands of the favages.

In the mean time, any you can colle&t from them,
fit to mount the regiments, at a low price, fhall be
allowed.

I am, with great efteem, Sir,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,
- J. BurcoyNE.

Colonel
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Colonel St. Leger’s Acmmsv ?{ Occurrences at Fort Stan- No.XIIL

A MINUTE detail of every operation fince my
]eaving La Chine, with the detachment entrufted to
my care, your Excellency will permit me to referve to
a time of lefs hurry and mortification than the prefent,
while T enter into the interefting fcene before Fort
Stanwix, whichT invefted the 3d of Auguft, having
previoufly pufhed forward Licutenant Bird, of the
King’s regiment, with thirty of the King’s troops, and
twe hundred Indians, under the direction of Captains
Hare and Wilfon and the chiefs Jofeph and Bull, to
feize faft hold of the lower landing-place, and thereby
cut off the enemy’s communication with the lower
country. — This was done with great addrefs by the
lieutenant, though not attended with the effe@® T had
promifed myfelf, occalioned by the flacknefs of the
the Meflafagoes: the brigade of provifion and ammu-

“nition boats I had intelligence of being arrived and dif-
embarked before this party had taken poft.

The fourth and fifth were employed in making ar-
rangements for opening Wood Creek, (which the ene-
my, with the indefatigable labour of one hundred and
fifty men for fourteen days, bad moft effectually
choked up,) and the making a temporary road from
Pine Ridges upon Fifh Creek, fixteen miles from the
fort, for a prefent fupply of provifions and the tranf-
port of our artillery. The firft was effeCted by the
diligence and zeal of Captain Bouville, affifted by
Captain Herkimer of the Indian department, with one
hundred and ten men, in nine days; while Lieute-
nant Lundy, acting as affiltant quarter-mafter general,
had rendered the road, in the worlt of weather, fuffi-
ciently pralticable to pafs the whole artillery and
ftores, with feven days provifion, in two days.

On



Ixxviii

. APPENDTIZX:

On the sth, in the evening, intelligence: arrived,
by my difcovering-parties on the Moh_a_w'k River, that
a reinforcement of eight hundred fmlma, conduced
by General Herkimer, were on their m.arch to relieve
the garrifon, and were atually at thfit inftant at Orif-
ka, an Indian fettlement twelve miles from the fort,
The garrifon being apprifed of their march by four
men, who were feen to enter the fort in the morning
through what was thought an impenetrable fwamp, 1
did not think it prudent to wait for them, and there-
by fubje@ myfelf to be attacked by a fally from the
garrifon in the rear, while the reinforcement employ-
ed me in front. I therefore determined to attack them
on the march, either'openly or covertly, as circum.
ftances fhould offer. At this time I had nottwo hun-
dred and fifty of the King’s troops in camp, the va-
rious and exten{ive operations I was under an abfolute
neceflity of entering into having employed the reft, and
therefore could not fend above eighty white men, ran-
gers and troops included, with the whole corps of Indi-
ans, Sir John Johnfon put himfelf at the head of this
party, and began his march that evening at five o’clock,
and met the rebel corps at the fame hour the next
morning. The impetuofity of the Indians is not to be
defcribed on the fight of the enemy (forgetting the
Judicious difpofition formed by Sir John, and agreed
to by themlelves, which was, to fuffer the attack to
begin with the troops in front, while they fhould be
on both flanks and rear) : they ruthed in, hatchetin
hand, and thereby gave the enemy’s rear an opportus
nity to efcape. In relation to the victory, it was
equally complete as if the whole had fallen ; nay more
lo, as the two hundred who efcaped only ferved to
fpread the panic wider. But it was not fo with the
Indians : their lofs was great (I muft be underftood
Indian computation ; being only about thirty killed,
and the like number wounded, and in that number

’ fome
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fome of their favourite chiefs and confidential warriors
were {lain). On the enemy’y fide, almolt all their
‘principal leaders were flain. General Heikimer has
fince died of his wounds. It is proper to mention,
that the four men, detached with intelligence of the
march of the reinforcement, fet out the evening be-
fore the adtion, and confequently the enemy could
have no account of the defeat, and were in pofieilion
only of the time appointed for their arrival ; ar which,
as I fufpe@ed, they made a fally, with two hundred
and fifty men, towards Lieutenant Bird’s poft, to fa-
cilitate the entrance of the relieving corps, or bring on
a general engagement with every advantage they
could with.

Caprain Hoyes was immediately detached to cut in
upon their rear, while they engaged the licutenant.
Immediately upon the departure of Captain Hoyes,
having learned that Lieutenant Bird, mifled by the in-
formation of a cowardly Indian that Sir John was
preffed, had quitted his poft to march to his affiftance,
I marched the detachment of the King’s regiment in
fupport of Captain Hoyes, by a road in fight of the
garrifen, which, with executive fire from his party,
immediately drove the enemy into the fort, without any
farther advantage than frightening fome fquaws, and
pilfering the packs of the warriors which they left be-
hind them. After this affair was over, orders were
immediately given to complete a two-gun battery,
and mortar-beds, with three ftrong redoubts in the
rear, to enable me, in cafe of another attempt to re-
lieve the garrifon by their regimented troops, to
march out a larger body of the King’s troops.

Captain Lernoult was fent with 110 mea to the low-
er landing place, where he eﬁab}lfhed himfelt with
great judgement and ftrength, havingan enclofed bat-
tery of a three-pounder oppofed to any fally from the

- fort, and another to the fide of the country thr‘l?"}
j {81
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relief muft approach ; and the body of his camp deep.
ly intrenched and abbatifed.

When, by the unabating labour of officers and
men, (the fmallnefs of our numbers never admitting
of a relief, or above three hours ceffation for fleep or
cooking,) the batteries and redoubts were finithed,
and new cheeks and axle-trees made for the fix-
pounders, thofe that were fent being reported rotten
and unferviceable.

It was found that our cannon had not the leaft ef.
fect upon the fod-work of the fort, and that our roy-
als had only the power of teazing, as a fix-inch plank
‘was a {ufficient fecurity for their powder-magazine, as
we learnt from the deferters. At this time, Lieute-
nant Glenie of the artillery, whom I had appointed to
act as afliftant-engineer, propofed a converfion of the
royals (if I may ufe the expreffion) into howitzers,
The ingenuity and feafibility of this meafure ftriking
me very ftrongly, the bufinefs was fet about immedi-
ately, and foon executed ; when it was found that no-
thing prevented their operating with the defired effect
but the diftance, their chambers being too fmall to
hold a fufficiency of powder. There was nothing
now to be done but to approach the town by fap, to
fuch a diftance that the rampart might be brought
within their portice, at the fame time all materials
were preparing to run a mine under their moft formi-
dable baftion. ‘

In the midft of thefe operations, intelligence was
breught in, by our fcouts, of a fecond corps of 10c0
men being on their march, The fame zeal no longer
animated the Indians; they complained of our thin-
nefs of troops, and their former lofles. I immediately
called a council of the chiefs; encouraged them 3as
much as I could ; promifed to lead them on myfelf,
and bring into the field 300 of the beft troops. They
liltened to this, and promifed to follow me, and a-

greed
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greed that I fhould reconnoitre the ground properefk
for the field of battle, the next morning, accompa-
nied by fome of their chief warriors, to fettle the plan
of operations. 'When upon the ground appointed for
the field of battle, fcouts came in with the account of
the firlt number, fwelled to 2000 ; immediately after,
a third, that General Burgoyne’s army was cut to
pieces, and that Arnold was advancing, by rapid and
forced marches, with 3000 men. It was ac this mo-
ment I began to fufpe@ cowardice in fome, and trea-
fon in others: however, I returned to camp, not
without hopes, with the affiftance of my gallant co-
adjutor, Sir John Johnfon, and the influence of the
fuperintending colonels, Claus and Butler, of indu-
cing them to meet the enemy. A council, according
to their cuftom, was called, to know their refolu-
tions ; before the breaking up of which I learned that
200 were already decamped. In about an hour they
infifted that I (hould retreat, or they would be obliged
to abandon me. I had no other party to take ; (and 2
hard party it was, to troops who could do nothing
without them, to yield to their refolves ;) and there-
fore propofed to retire at :night, fending- on before
my fick, wounded, artillery, &c. down the Wood-
Creek, covering them by our line of march.

This did not fall in with their views ; which were
no lefs than treacheroufly committing ravage upon
their friends, as they had loft the opportunity of doing
it upon their enemies. To.effeét this, they artfully
caufed meflengers to come in, one after. the other,
with accounts of the nearer approaches of the rebels 5
one and the lalt affirmed, that they. were within two
miles of Captain Lernoult’s poft. Not giving entire
credit to this, and keeping to my refolution of reti-
ring ' by. night, they grew furious and abandoned
feized upon the officers liquor and clothes, in fpite of
the efforts of their fervants; and became more formi-

F * dable

1xxxi



Ixxxii

APPENDIX

dable than the enemy we had to expedt. I'now
thought it time to call in Captain Lernoult’s poft
retiring with the troops in camp o the ruined fort,
called William, in the front of the garrifon, not only
to wait the enemy if they thought proper to fally, bue
to protect the boats from the fury of the favages, ha-
ving fent forward Captain Hoyes, with his detacha
ment, with one piece of cannon, to the place where
Bull-Fort ftood, to raceive the troops who waited the
arrival of Captain Lernoult. Mot of the boats were
efcorted that night beyond Canada-Creek, where no
danger was to be apprehended from the enemy.. The
creek at this place, bending fram the road, hasa
deep cedar fwamp between. Every attention was now
turned to the mouth of the creek 5 which the enemy
might have pofleffed themfelves of by a rapid march
by the Oneyda-Caftle. At this place the whole of the
little army arrived by twelve o’clock at night, and
took poft in fuch a manner as to have no fears of any
thing the enemy could do. FHere we remained till
three o’clock next morning; when the boats which
could come up the creek arrived, or rather that the
rafcally part of all nations of the Indians would fuffer
to come up; and proceeded acrofs Lake QOneyda to
the ruined fort of Brereton, where I learned that fome
boats were ftill labouring down the creek, after being
lightened of the beft part of their freight by the Mel
fafagoes. Captain Lernoulc propofed, with a beat
full of armed men, to repafs the lake that night, to
relieve them from their labour, and fupply them with
provifion. * This tranfattion does as much honeur to
the humanity, as to the gallantry, of this valuable

officer. ; . . e
On my atrival at the Ongndago-Falls, I received an
anfwer to my letter from your Excellency ; which
thewed, in the cleareft light, the fcenes of treachery
that had been praltifed upon me. The meffenger ha;l
. heard,
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_heard, indeed, on his way, that they were colletting
the fame kind of rabble as before ; but that there was
not an enemy within forty miles of Fore-Stanwix.

- Soon after my arrival here, I was joined by Captain
-Lernoult, with the men and boats he had been in
-fearch of. I mean immediately to fend off, for the

ufe of the upper garrifon, all the overplus provifion I
fhall have, after keeping a fufficiency to carry my de-
tachment down ; which I mean to do, with every ex-
pedition in my power, the moment this bufinefs is ef-
fetted ; for which purpofe I have ordered here the
fnow. The floop is already gone from this, with her
full lading.

. Officers from each corps are fent to Montreal to pro-
cure neceflaries. for the men, who are in a molt de-
plorable fituation from the plunder of the favages,
that no time may be loft to join your army.

I have the honour to be, with the greatelt refpect,
Sir, your Excellency’s moft obedient
And mott faithful fervant,
Ofwego, Aug. 27, Barry St. LEGER;

.. 1777-
His Excellency General Burgoyne.

Ixxxiii

" Extras of a Letter fra}h Licutenant-General Burgoyne o No, XIV,

*Lord George Germaine, . dated at Albany, 201k
O&ober, 1777. o ‘

My Lorbp, .

NO pofiibility of communication with your Lord-
thip having exifted fince the beginning of September,
(at which time rhy laft difpatch was fent away,) I have
to report to your Lordhip the proceedings of the ar-
my under my command from that period; a feries of
hard toil, inceffant cfort, ftubborn action ; till dif-

F 2 abled
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abled in the collateral branches of - tlie:army by the

. total defeGtion .of the Indians; the defertidn': or timi.

15th,

dity of the Canadians and .Provincials, fome indivi-
duals-excepted ; difappointed: in the }_aﬂ: hope of any
timely. co-operation from . other ‘armits ; the regular
iroops reduced by loffes from the beft part to 3500
fighting-men, not 2000 of which were Britith ; only
three days provifions -upon fhort allowance “in flore;
invefted by an.army of 16,000 men, and no apparent
means of retreat remaining ;. I called into council all
the generals, field-officers, and captains commanding
corps, ‘and .by their unanimaus concurrence and ad-
vice I was induced to open a treaty with. Majos-
General Gates. : : : .

Your Lordfhip will fee, by the papérs. tranfmitted
herewith, the difagreeable. profpeét. which attended
the firft overtures ; and, when .the terms concluded
are compared, I truft that the fpirit of the councils I
have mentioned, which under fuch circumftances dic-
rated inftead -of dubmitting, will not be:refufed a
fhare of credit. . ’

Before I ‘enter upon the detail of thefe events, I
think ‘it a duty of juftice, my Lord, to take upon
mylelf the meafure of having paflfed the Hudlon’s
River, in order to force a paffage to: Albany. 1 did
not think myfelf authorifed to call any men into
council, when the peremptoty tenor of -my orders
and the feafon of the year admitted no alternative,

Provifions for about thirty days having been brought
forward, the other neceffary ftores prepared, and the
bridge of boats completed, the army paffed the Hud-

fon’s River on the 13th and 14th of Sepiember;-and

encamped on the heights and in the plain of Sara-

toga, the enemy being then in the neighbourhood of
Stillwater. . ST

The whole army made a movement forward, and
encamped in a good poficion in a place called Dovacot;-
: t
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. It being found that there were feveral bridges to
repair, that work was begun under cover of ftrong
detachments, and the fame opportunity was taken to
reconnoirtre the country.
_The army renewed their march, repaired other
bridges, and encamped upon advantageous ground
about four miles from the enemy.

The enemy appeared in confiderable force, to ob-
ftru& the farther repair of bridges, and with a view,
as it was conceived, to draw on an aCion where artil-
lery could not be employed. A {mall lofs was fuf-
tained in fkirmithing; but the work of the bridges
was effected.

The pafiages of a great ravine, and other roads to-
wards the enemy, having been reconnoitred, the ar-
my advanced in the foilowing order.

Brigadier-General Frafer’s corps, fuftained by Lieu.
tenant-Colonel Breyman’s corps, made a circuit, in
order to pafs the ravine commodioufly, without quit-
ting the heights, and afterwards to cover the mis:h
of the line to the right.  Thefe corps moved in iliree
columns, and had the Indians, Canadians, and Pro-
vincials, upon their fronts andflanks. The Britith
line, led by mein perfon, pafftd the ravine in a diret
line fouth, and formed in order of battle :as fait as
they gained the fummir, where they waited to give
time to Frafer’s corps to make the circuit, and to en-
able the left wing and arcillery (which, under the
commands of Major-General Phillips and Major-
General Reidefel, kepr the great road and meadows
near the river in two columns, and had bridges to
repalr) to be equaily ready to proceed. The 47th
regiment guarded the bateaux. IR
“The fignal-guns, which had been previoufly fettled
to give notice of all the columns being ready to ad-
vance, haying becen fired between one and two o’ciock,
the march continued, ~ The fcouts and Aankers of the

) F 3 column
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column of the Britith line were foon fired upon from
fmall parties, but with no effect.  After -about an
hour’s march, the picquets, which made the ad-
vanced guard of that column, were attacked in force,
and obliged to give ground ; but they foon rallied and
were fuftained. ,

On the firft opening of the wood I formed the
troops. A few cannon-fhot diflodged the enemy, at
a houfe from whence the picquets had been attacked ;
and Brigadier-General Frafer’s corps had arrived with
fuch precifion, in point of time, as to be found upon
a very advantageous height on the right of the Britifh.

In the mean time, the enemy, not acquainted with
the combination of the march, had moved in great
force ourt of their intrenchments, with a view of turn~
ing the line upon theright; and, being checked by
the difpofition of Brigadier-General Frafer, counter-
marched, in order to direct their great effort to the
left of the Britifh. A

From the nature of the country, movementsof this
fort, however near, may be effected without 2 poffi-
bility of their being difcovered. '

About three o’clock the action began by a'very vi-
gorous attack on the Britih line, and continued with
great obftinacy till after funfet. The enetfiy being
continually fupplied with frefh troops, the firefs lay
upon the 20th, 21ft, and 624, regiments, moft patts’
of which were engaged near four hours without inter-
miffion ; the gth had been ordered early in the day to
form in referve, o ,

- The grenadiérs and 24th regiment were fome part
of the time brought into attion, as were part of the
light infantry ; and all thefe corps charged with theif
vfual fpirit.- - R

The riflemen, andother parts of Breyman’scorps,;
were alfo'of ‘fervice; but it was riot thoujht ‘advile-
able to cvacuate the helghts, where Brigadiet-General
‘ Frafer
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Frafer was pofted, otherwife than partially and occa-
flonally.

Major-General Phillips; upon firft hearing the f-
ring, found his way through a difficult part of the
wood to the feene of action, and brought up with him

- Majot Williams and four pieces of artillery; and
from that moment I ftood indebted to that gallant and
judicious fecond for inceffant and moft material fer-
vices; particularly for reftoring the a&ion in a point
‘which was critically prefled by a grear fuperiority of
fire, and to which he led up the 2oth regiment at the
utmoft perfonal hazard. ’

Major-General Riedefel exerted himfelf to bring up
a part of the left wing, and arrived ii time to charge
the enemy with regularity and bravery.

Juft as the light clofed, the enemy gave ground on
all fides, and left us comipletely mafters of the field of
battle, with the lofs of about five hunded men on
their fide, and, as fuppofed, thrice that number woun-
ded.

The darknefs preventing a purfuit, the prifoners
were few.

The behaviour of the officers and men in general was
exemplary,  Brigadier-General Frafer took his pofition
in the begianing of the day, with great judgement, and
fuftained the aétion with conftant prefence of mind and
vigour. Brigadier-General Hamilton was the whole
time engaged, and acquitted himfelf with great ho-
nour, aétivity, and good condutt.

The artillery in general was diflinguithed, and the
brigade under Captain Jones, who was killed in the
‘ation, was confpicuoufly fo. i

The army lay upon their arms the night of the 19th,
and the next day took a pofition nearly within cannon-
fhot of the enemy, fortifying their right, and exten-
ding their left to the brow of the heights, fo_ as to co-
ver the meadows through which the great river runs,

F 4 and
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and where their bateaux and hofpitals were placed.
The 47th regiment, the regiment of Hefle Hanau,

" and a-corps of provincials, encamped in the meadows

Bept. 21, .

as a farther fecurity. . ) ‘
Tt was foon found that no fruits, honour excepted,
were attained by the preceding vi&tory, - the encmy
woiking with redoubled ardour to ftrengthen their
left: their right was already unattackeble, :
On our fide it became expedient to grcé’t ftrong re-
doubts for the proiection of the magazines and 'hofgi-
tal, oot only againft a fudden attack, but alfo tor
their fecurity in cafe of a march, to turn the enemy’s
flank, ‘
" A meffenger arrived from Sir Harry Clinton with a
letter in cipher, informing me of his intention to at-
tack Fort Montgomery in about ten days from the
date of his letter, which was the 12th inftant, . This
was the only meflenger of many that I apprehend were
difpatched by Sir William Howe, and he that had
reached my camp fince the beginning of Auguft. He
was fent back the fame night to inform Sir Harry of
my fituation, and of the neceflity of a diverfion to
oblige General Gates to detach from his army, and my
intention to wait favourable events in that pofition, if
poflible, to the 12thof Oober, ‘ ,
In the courfe of the two following, days, two officers
in;difguife, and other confidentjal perfons, were dii'-
patched, by different routes, ‘with verbal meflages to
the fame effect; and I continued fortifying my camj v
and watching the enemy, whofe numbers ingreafed

-every day,

I thought it advifeable on the 3d of O&ober to di-

.minifh the foldiers’ ration, in order to length"en» ont

the provifions; to which meafure che' army fubmitted
with the ptmoft checrfulnefs.  The difficuliies of a

-rerrzat to Canada were clearly forefeen ; as was the

dilemma, fhould the retreat be ¢ffected, of leaving at
libesty



AP‘.:PENDIX.

againft Sir William Howe.
, - This confideration opérated forcibly to determine
me to abide events ag long as pofiible; and 1 reafoned
thus. The expedition 1" commanded was evidently
meant at ﬁrf’t}to be bazarded. . Circumfances might
require it'thould be devozed. - A critical junétion of
Mr. Gates’s forcé with Mr. Wafhihgton might pofii-
bly .decide thg fate of the war ; the failure of my junc-
tion with Sir Harry Clinton, or the lofs of my retreat
to Canada, cquld only be a partial misfortune,

In this fituation things continued till the yth, when
no intelligence having been received of the expetted
Lco-opeqation, and four or five days for our limited ftay
in the camp only remained, it was judged advifeable
‘to make a movement to the enemy’s lefr, not only to
‘difcover whether there were any poflible means of
“forcing a paflage, fhould it be neceflary to advance, or
of diflodging him for the convenience of a retreat,
but alfo to.cover a forage of the army, which was in
the greateft diftrefs on account of the fcarcity.

A detachment ‘of fifteen. hundred regular troops,
with two twelve pounders, two howitzers, and fix fix-
pounders, were ordered to move, and were com-
‘manded by myfelf, having with me Major-General
Phillips, Major-General Reidefel, and Brigadier-Ge-
neral Frafer. o C

Fhe gu‘aicg;f the camp upon the heights was left
“to Brigadier-General Hamilton and Specht; the' re-
doubrs and the plain to Brigadier-General Gall; and,
as the force of the enemy immediately in their frone
_confifted of more than double their numbers, it was
not poffible to augment the corps that marched be-

- yood the numbers above ftated. - o

I formed the troops within thrée-quarters of 2" mils

of the enemy’s left ;5 and Captain Frafer’s rangers, with
"Indians and Provincials, had orders to' go t?y fcci';c
R : - paths

liberty fuch an.army_as .General Gates’s to operate

Ixxxix,
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paths in the woods to gain the enemy’s rear, and by
fhewing themfelves there to keep them in a check, -
he farther operations intended were prevented by
a very fudden and rapid attack of the enemy o our
Jeft, where the Britith grenadiers were pofted to qué
port the left wing of the line. Major Acland, at the
head of them, fuftained the attack with great refolu-
tion; but the enemy’s great numbers enabling thém
in a few minutes to extend the attack along the front
of the Germans, which were immediat?y on the righe
of the grenadiers, no part of that body could be re-
moved to make a fecond line to the flank, wheré the
ftrefs of the fire lay. The right was at this time en-
gaged, but it was foon obferved that the enemy were
marching a large corps round their flank, to endea-
vour cutting off their retreat. ‘The light infasitey and
part of the 24th regiment, which were at that poft,
were therefore ordered to form a fecond line, and to
fecure the return of the troops into camp. While this
movement was proceeding, the enemy pufhéd a freth
and ftrong reinforcement to renew the afion upon the
left ; which, overpowered by a great fuperiority, gave
way, and the light infantry and 24th regiment were
obliged to make a quick movement to fave that point
from being entirely carried ; in doing which, Brigadies-
General Frafer was mortally wounded. ’

The danger to which the lines were expofed, be.
coming at this moment of the moft ferious nature,
orders were given to Major-General Phillips and Rei-
defel to cover the retreat, while fuch troops as were
moft ready for the purpofe returned for the defence of

.them. The troops retreated, hard preffed, but in good

order ; they were obliged to leave fix pieces of can-
non, all the horfes having been killed ; and moft of
the artillery-men, who had behaved as ufual with the
utmoft bravery under the command of Major Wil-
liams, being either killed or wounded. - '
The
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* The troops had fearcely entered the camp when it
was ftormed with great fury, the enemy rufhing to
the lines under a fevete fire of grape-thot and {mall
arms. The poft of the light infantry, under Lord
Balcarras, affifted by fome of the line, which threw
themfelves, by order, intothe intrenchments, wis de-
fended with great fpirit ; and the enemy, led on by Ge-
peral Arnold, was finally repulfed, and the General
wounded ; but unhappily the intrenchments of the Ger-
man referve, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Brey-
man, who was killed, were cartied ; and, although or-
dered to be recovered, they never were fo; and the ene-
my, by that misfortune, gained an opening on our
right and rear. The night put an end to the a&ion.

Under the difadvantages, thus apparent in our fitu-
atipn, the army was ordered to quit the prefent pofi-

tion during the night, and take poft upon the heights

above the hofpital.
Thus, by an entire change of front, to reduce the

enemy to form a new difpolition, this movement was

effe@ted in great order and without lofs, though all
the artillery and camp were removed at the fame time.
‘The army continued offering battle to the enemy, in
their new pofition, the whole day of the 8th,
Intelligence was now receivedthat the enemy were
marching to turn the right; and.no nieans could pre-

vent that meafure but retiting towards Saratoga. The

army began to mave at nine o’clock ar night, Major-
General Reidefel commanding the van-guard, and
Major-General Phillips the rear, = ° '
This retreat, though within mufquet-thot of the
enethy, and encumbered with all the baggage of the
army, was made without lofs ; but a very heavy rain,
and the difficulties of guarding th¢ batedux, which
contained all the provifions, occafioned delays which
prevented the army reaching Saratoga till the night of
the gth, and the attilfery could ot pafs the fords of
the Fith-Kill till the morning of the roth. At

-

x<i
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,- Atour asrival near Saratoga, a -corps of the epe.
my, between five and. fix hundred, were difcovered
throwing up intrenchments on the heights, but re-.
tired over a ford of “the Hudfon’s River at our ;ap-.
proach, and joined a-body pofted to oppofe our paf-
fage there. ’ N T ORI
Tt was judged proper to fend a detachment of ar-
tificers, under a ftrong efcort, to repair the bridges
and cpen a rcad to Fort-Edward on the weft fide of
the river. The 47th regiment, Captain Frafer’s mark{-
men, and Mackoy’s Provincials, were ordered for
that fervice; but, the enemy appearing on the heights
of the Fifh-Kill in great force, and making, a dilpo-
fition to pafs and give us battle, the 47th regiment
and Frafer’s markfmen were recalled : the Provincials,
Ieft to cover the workmen at the firft bridge, ran
away upon a very flight attack of a fmall party of the
enemy, and left the artificers to efcape as they could,
without a poffibility of their performing any. work, -

During thefe different movements the bateaux with
provifions were frequently fired upon from the oppo-
fite fide of the river, dnd fome of them were loft, and.
feveral men were killed and wounded in thofe which
remained. ~

The attacks upon the bateaux wefe continued ; fe~
veral were taken and re-taken, but their fituation be-
ing' much nearér to the main force of the enemy than
to ours, it was found impofiible to fecure the provi-
fions any ‘otherwile than by landing them and, carry-
ing them’ upon 'the 'hill. = This was ‘¢ffetted’. ynder
fire, and wih great difficulty. LT
. The pofiible mgans of farther retreat Were now.
confidered in couscils of war, compofed of the gene-
ral officers ; mjnutes of which will 'be_tranfmitted  to
yobr Lordfhip. . - I

The only one that feemed at all pradicable was, by

a,night-march’ to gain Fort-Edward, with the éroops-

cHrying

- i
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:earrying their provifion:upon their backs: the impofl-
-fibility ofi repairing bridges putting: a conveyance of
artillery and -carriages out of the quettion,: it was pro-
-pofed to force the ford at Fort-Edward, or the ford
above it. . Before this attempt vould be made, fcouts
returned, “with intelligence that the enemy were in-
trenched oppofite thefe fords, and poffefled a camp

- «in force. on the high ground, : between Fort-Edward
-and Fort-George, with cannon. They had alfo -par-
:ties," down _the. whole fhore, to ‘watch our motions,

and pofts fo near to us, upen our own fide of the wa-
-ter, as muft prevent the army moving a. fingle mile
undifcovered.r .+ . ‘ o T

: ""The buik of the encmy’s army was hourly. joined
-by new corps of militia and. volunteers, and their
fombers together- amounted to upwards of 16,000
“men.. Their pofition; which extended three parts in
four of a circle round us, was, fram the nature of
ithe ground, unattackable in all parts. :

.. In this fituarion, the army.took the heft pofition
:poflible, and fortified, waiting till the 13th at night,
:an.the -anxious hope of. fuccours from our friends, or
the next defirable expeltation, an attack from our
enemy. .. S :

During this time,.the men lay .continually’ upon

-their arms; and were cannonaded in every part: even

-rifle-fhot and- grape-fhot came into all parts of the
line, though without any confiderable effe&.

- At this period, an exa& account of the provifions

. was taken, and the circumftances ftated in the open-
ing of this letter became complete. , :

.+ The council of war was extended to all the field-
officers and captains commanding corps of the army,
and the event enfued which I am fure was inevitable,

-and which, I truft, in that fituation was honourable,
bue which it would be fuperfluous and melancholy to

- repeat.

: After

XCiil
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After the exetufion of the treaty, General Gates

.drew together the force that had furrounded my pe-
-fition, and I had the confolation to have as many wit.

nefles, as I have:men under my command, of its
amounting to the numbers mentioned above,
During the events ftated above, an attempt was

- made againft Ticonderoga by an acmy. afiembled un-

der’ Major-General- Lincoln, who found means to

- march with a canfiderable corps from- Huberton' un-
. difcavered, while -another column of his force paffed

the mountains between Skenefborough and Lake-
George ; and, on the morning of the 18th of Sep-
tember, a fudden and general attack was made vpon
the carrying-place-at Lake-George, 'Sugar-Hill, Ti-

.conderoga, and: Mount-Independence,  The fea-
- officers commanding the armed floop 'ftationed- to de-

fend the carrying-place, as alfo fome of the officers
commanding at the pofts of Sugar-Hill and: at the
Portage, were furprifed, and a confiderable ‘part of
four companies. of the 53d regiment were made pri.
fovers : a block-houfe, commanded by Lieutenant
Lord of the 53d, was the only poft on that.fide that
had time to make ufe of their arms ;. and they made
a brave defence, till cannon, taken from the furprifed
veflel, was brought againft them.

After ftating and lamenting fo fatal a want of vi-
gilance, 1 have to inform your Lordthip of the fatif-
factory events which followed.

The enemy, having twice fummoned Brigadier-
General Powell, and received fuch anfwer as became
a gallant officer entrufted with fo important a pott,
and having tried, during the courfe of four days, fe-
vgral attacks, and being repulfed in all, retreated,
without having done any confiderable damage.

Brigadier-General Powell, from whofe report to
me I cxtra_& this relation, gives great commendations
to the regiment of Prince Frederick, and the other

troops



A PPENDIX

sroops ftationed at Moune-Independence. The Bri-
gadier alfe mentions, with. great applaufe, the beha-
viour of Captain Taylor of the 21t regiment, who
was accidentally there on.his reute to the army from
the hofpital ;. and Lieutenant Beecroft of the 24th

regiment, who, with the artificers in arms, defended

an important battery. v
- On the 24th inftant, the enemy, enabled, by the
capture of the gun-boats and bateaux, which they had
made after the furprife of the floop, to embark upon
iI;Jal‘:e George, attacked Diamond ‘Hland in two divis
1ons. Lo

Captain Aubrey, and two companies of the 47th
regiment, had been pofted at thatifland from the time
the army pafled the Hudfon’s River, as a better fitua-
tion, for the fecurity of the ftores at the fouth end of
Lake George, than Fort George, which is on the
continent, and not tenable againft artillery and num-
bers. The enemy were repulfed by Captain Aubrey
with great lofs, end purfued by the gun-boats under
his command, to the eaft fhare, where two of their
principal veflels were retaken, together with all the
cannon. They had juft time to fet fire to the other
bateaux, and retreated over the mountains.

I beg leave to refer your Lordfhip for farther par-
ticulars to my aid-de-camp, l.ord Peterfham, and I
humbly take occafion to recommend to his Majefty’s
potice that nobleman, 23 one endued with qualities to
tlo important fervices.to his country in every ftation to
which his birth may lead. In thiseampaigp, in particu-
lar, his behaviour has been fuch as to entitle him to the
fyjlett applaufe ; and I am confident his merit will be
thoughe a fufficient ground for preferment, thaugh
deprived of the ec/s# and fore of claim which generally
attends the delivery of fortunate difpatches. S

I have enly to add, my Lord, a general report of
the killed and wounded. 1 do not give it correfi ;

the
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the hurry of the time and the feparation of the-corpd
having rendered it -impoflible to make' it fo. “The
Britifh officers have bled profufely and moft' hdnoura.
bly ; thofe who remain unwdunded have been equally
forward'; and the general officers, from the mode of
ﬁghtihg, have been  more expofed than in other fer-
vices. Among the reftof this ftation, Ihave had my
efcapes.” It depends upon’ the fentence his Majelty
thall pafs' upon my conduét, upon the judgement of
my profeflion, and of the impartial and " refpectable
parts of my’ couatry, whether I am to efteem them
bleflings or misfortunes. ) _ ' :
- " -1 -have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed.) o ‘
’ J. Burcoyn,
PR
Copy of a Letter Sfrom Licusenant-General Burgoyne o
Lord George Germaine, dated Albany, 2016 Oftod
" ber, 1777- . A N
S [ Private, by Lord Peterfham.]

- My Lorp, - oo oo

THAVE littleto add to my public letter refpe@ing
the courfe of unfuccefsful events therein detailed. ¥
seft'my confidence in the juftice of thé King and his
councils, to fupport the Genéral -they thought propet
to appoint to as arduous an undertaking, -and under as
pofitive a direction, as perhaps a cabinet ever framed.
It will, I am {ure, be remembered, my Lord, that
a preference of exertions was the only latitude -given
me ; and that to force 2 jun@ion with Sir William
Howe, or at leaft a paffage to Albany, 'was the prin-
ciple, the letter, and the {pirit, of my orders.

Indeed the appearances at the time I paffed the Hud-
fon’s River, though fubje@ to doubt in fome: inftan-
ces, as I then wrote to your Lordthip, were, upon a
general view, fuch as Iam perfuaded would havedren«-l

ere
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dered ination cenfiirable, had my orders, inftead of
being peremptory, been diferetionary. = Promifes of
the profefling loyalifts weré not then brought to the
teft ; the fpiric of the enemy, in combat agajilt regu-
lar Britifh troops, had enly been tried-at Ticondéro-
ga, at Huberton, at Skenefborough, and Fort Anne,
in all which places it had faited ; the total difappoint-
ment of ¢ffectual co-operation could not be foreféen or
{uppofed ; and, fure [am,"had I then made fuppofi-
tion that any thing like what *has happénéd might have
happened, and remained cautioufly pofted, no exer-
tion attempted, my conduét would have been held in-
defenfible by every clafs and- diftin&ion of men, in go-

vernment, -in the army, and in thepublic. |
The expediency of advaneing being admitted, the
confequences have been henourable misfortunes. " The
Britith-have: perfevered in a ftrenuous and bloedy pro-
grefs. Had. the force been all Britith, perhaps the
. perfeverance had been longer 3 but, as it was, will it be
faid, my Lord, that, in the exhaufted fituation de-
feribed, and in the jaws of famine, and invelted by
quadruple numbers, a . treaty, which faves the army
to the ftate for the next campaign, was.-not more than
could have been expected? I call'it faying the army;
becavfe, if fent home,: the: ftate is thereby enabled to
fend forth the troops now dcftined for her internal de-
fence; if exchanged, they become a force to Sir Wil-
liam Howe as effeCtually as.if any other junétion had

been made. . ' -
I fhould now hold myfelf unjuftifiable if I did not
confide to your Lordfhip my:opinion, upon a near in-

f fpeétion, of the rebel troops. The flanding corps -

which.I-have feen are difciplined : ‘I do not hazard the
term, but apply it'to the great fundamental points of
military inftirution, fobriety, fubordination, regulari-
ty, and courage. The militia are inferior in method
and-movement, but not a jot lefs ferviceablein woc;\das.

G 1y
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My conjeCtures were very different after the affair of
Ticonderoga; but I am convinced they- were delufive,
and it isa duty to the ftate to confefs it.. ,

The panic of the rebel troops is confined, and of

fhort duration 5 the enthufiafm is extenfive and perma-
nent. : : :
It is a juftice to Major-General Phillips to inform
your Lordthip, that, when the crifis of our fituation at
Saratoga arrived, he very handfomely offered to hazard
his perfon by making 2 circuit through the woods,
and attempt to throw himfelf into Ticonderoga, to
defend that place, fhould it be the object of the ene-
my to endeavour the retaking it. | )

In regard to myfelf, I am funk in mind and body ;
but, while 1 have a faculty of either, it fhall be exer-
ted for the King’s fervice. I fhall wait, in the neigh-
bourhood of Bofton, the orders of Sir Walliam Howe.,

T have the honour to be, &,
-J. Burcoynz:

Minutes of a Cowsicil of War, bolden on the Heights '0f '
: Saratoga, Oct. 12. o

_ . PrESENT.
Lieut. Gen. Bukgoyn~E, Major Gen. PHiLLIPS,
Major Gzn. RE1DESEL, Brig. Gen. HawmiLToN.

The Lieutenant-General ftates to the council the pre-
fent fituation of affairs. ' '

The enemy, in force, according to the beft intelli-
gence he can obtain, to the amount of upwards of
14000 men, and a confiderable quantity of ardillery,
are on this fide the Fith-Kill, and threaten.an attack:
On the other {ide the Hudfon’s River, between: this
army and Fort Edward, is another army of the enemy,
the numbers unknown 3 but one corps,” which there

has
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Xas been an opportunity of obferving, is reported to
beabout 1500 men,  They have likewife cannon on
the other fide the Hudfon’s River, and they have a
bridge below Saratoga church, by which the two ar-
mies can communicate,

- The bateaux of the army have been deftroyed, and
no means appear of making a bridge over the Hudlon’s
River, were it even pracicable, from the pofition of
the enemy.

* The only means of retreat, therefore, ate by the
ford at Fort Edward, or taking the mountains, in or-
der to pafs the river higher up by rafts, or by any
other ford which is reported to be practicable wich dif-
feulty, or by keeping the mountains, to pafs the head
of Hudfon’s River, and continue to the weftward of
Lake George all the way to Ticorderoga: itis true,
this laft paflage was never made but by Indians or very
finall bodies of men.

In order to pafs cannon or any wheel carriages from
hence to Fort Edward, fome bridges muft be repaired
under fire of the enemy, from the oppofite fide of the
river, and the principal bridge will be a work of four.
teen or fifteen hours: there is no good pofition for the
army to take to fuftain that work, and, if there were,
the time ftated as neceffary would give the enemy, on
the other fide the Hudfon’s River, an opportunity to
take poft on the ftrong ground above Fort Edward, or
to difpute the ford, while General Gates’s army fol-
fowed in the rear.

The intelligence, from the lower part of Hudfen’s
River, is founded upon the concurrent reports of pri-
foners and deferters, who fay it was the news in the
enemy’s camp, that Fort Montgomery was taken ;
and one man, afriend to government, who arrived yef-
terday, mentions fome particulars of the manner in
which it was taken.

xcix
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The provifions of the army may hold out to the 20th,
there is neither rum nor fpruce beer. ] .

Having commiited this fate of fadls to the confi-
deration of the council, the General requefls their fep-.
timents on the following propofitions:

1. To wait, in the prefent pofition, an attack
from the enemy, or the chance of favourable events.

2d. To attack the enemy. o

3d. To retreat, repairing the bridges as the army
moves for the artillery, in order to force the paffage o
the ford. ‘ ) ]
" 4th. To retreat by night, leaving the artillery and
the baggage; and, fhould it be found impracticable tq

* force the paffage with mufquetry, to attempt the up-

per ford, orthe paffage round Lake George. :
sth. In cafe the eneniy, by extending to their left,
leave their rear open, to march rapidly for Albany.

- Upon the firlt propofition, refolved, that the fitua-
tion would grow worfe by delay, that the provifion
now in ftore is not more than fufficient for the retreat,
fhould impediments intervene, or a circuit of country
becorne neceffary 3 and, as the enemy did not attack
when the ground was unfortified, it is not probable they
will do’it now, as'they have a better game to play.

The fecond unadvifeable and defperate, there being
no poflibility of reconnoitring the enemy’s polition,
and his great fuperiority of numbers knpwn.

Thethird impracicable. "

The fifth thought worthy of confideration by the
Lieutenant-General, Major-General Phillips, and
Brigadier-General Hamilton; but the pofition of the
enemy yet gives no opening for it.

Refolved, that theé fourth propofition is the only re-
fource ; and thar, to e_Sfr’& it, the utmoft fecrecy and
filence is to be obferved ; and the troops are to be put
in motion from the right, in the ftill part of the night,
without any change in the difpofition. N
o N.B.
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N.B. It depended upon the delivery of fix days

ptovifion. in due time, and upon the return of
feouts, who had béen fent forward, to examine by
what route the army could probably move the firft four
miles undifcovered, whether the plan thould take place
on that day or on' the morrow. ,

. The fcouts, on their return, reperted, that the ene-
my’s polition on the right was fuch, and they had fo
many fmall parties out, that it would be impofiible to
move without our march being immediately difcovered.

Minutes and Proceedings of a Council of War, confifting
of all the general Officers and Field Officers, and Cap-
. tains commanding Corps, on the Heights of Saratoga,

O¢tober 13.

. THE Lieutenant-General having explained the fi-
tuation of affairs, as in the preceding council, with
the additional intelligence, that the enemy was in-
trenched at the fords of Fort Edward, and likewife
occupied the ftropg pofition on the Pine-plains between
Fort George and Fort Edward, exprefled his readinefs
to undertake, at their head, ady enterprife of difficul-
ty or hazatd that fhould appear to them within the
compafs of their firength or fpirit. He added, that
he had reafon to believe a capitulation had been in the
contemplation of fome, perhaps of all, who knew the
real fituation of things; thar, upon a circumftance of
fuch confequence to national and perfonal honour, he
thought it a duty to his country and to himfelf, t0
extend his council beyond the ufual limits; that the af-
fembly prefent might jutly be eftcemed a full repre-
fentation of the army, and that he fhould think him-
felf unjuftifiable in taking any ftep in fo ferious a mat-
ter, withbut fuch a concurrénce of fentiments, as

fhould miake a treaty the att of the army, as well as

that of the general. G The

ci
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The fislt queftion, therefore, he defired them to
decide wzs, Whether an army of 3500 ﬁghtmg men,
and well provided with artillery, were juftifiable, upon
the principles of national dignity and military honour,
in capitulating in any poffible fituation ?

Refolved, nem. con. in the affirmative.

Queftion 2. Is the prefent fituation of that nature ?

Refelved, nem. con, That the prefent fituation juf-
tifies a capitulation upon honourable terms.

The Lieutenant-General then drew up the meflage,
marked No. 2, and laid it before the council. It was
vnanimoufly approved; and, upon that foundation,
the treaty opened. ] :

O&ober 14. Major Kingfton, having delivered the
meflage, marked No. 2, returned with the propofals,
marked No. 3; and the council of war being aflem-
bled again, the Lieutenant-General laid the propofals
before them, when it was refolved unanimoufly to re-
ject the 6th article, and not to admit of it in any ex-
tremity whatever,

The Lieutenant-General then laid before the coun-
cil the anfwers to Major-General Gates’s propofals, as
marked in the fame paper, together with his own pre-
lifr_ninary propofals, which were unanimoufly approved
of.

October 15. The council being affembled again,
Major-General Gates’s anfwers to Lieutenant-General
Burgoyne’s propofals were laid before them, whereupon
it was refolved, that they were farisfactory, and a fuf-
ficient ground for proceeding to a definitive treaty,

No. 2. Major Kinglton delivered the following Mef-

Jage to Major-General Gates, O&ober 14.
AFTER having fought you twice, Lieutehant-
General Burgoyne has waited fome days, in his prefent
pofition,
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“pofition, determined to try a third confli¢t againf any
torce you could bring to attack him. :

«:FHle is apprifed of the fuperiority of your numbers,
and the difpofition of your troops 1o impede his fup-
plies, 'and render his retreat a fcene of carnage on both
fides. In this ficuation he is impelled by humanity, and
thinks himfelf juftifiable by eftablifhed principles and
precedents of ftate and of war, to fpare the lives of
brave men upon honourable terms.  Should Major-
General Gates be inclined to treat upon that idea, Ge-
neral Burgoyne would propofe a ceflation of arms du-
ring the time neceflary to communicate the preliminary
terms by which, in any extremity, he and his army
mean to abide, : .

No. 3. Major-General Gates’s Propofals; together with
: Licutenant-General Borgoynt’s Anfwers.

- 1. General Burgoyne’s army being exceedingly re-
duced by repeated defeats, by defertion, ficknefs, &c.
their provifions exhaufted ; their military horfes, tents,
and baggage, taken or deftroyed ; their retreat cutoff,
and their camp invefted, they can only be allowed to
furrender prifoners of war.

Anfwer.  Lieutenant-General Burgoyne’s army,
however reduced, will never admit that their retreat
is cut off, while they have arms in their hands.

1I. The officers and foldiers may keep the baggage
belonging to them. The generals of the United States
never permit individuals to be pillaged.

IIL. The troops under his Excellency General Bur-
goyne will be conducted by the moft convenient route
to New-England, marching by eafy marches, and fuf-
ficiently provided forby the way.

Anfwer. This article is aniwered by General Bur-
goyne’s firlt propofal, which is here annexed.

IV. The officers will be admitted on parole; may
wear their fide-arms, and will be treated with the libe-

G 4 rality
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rality cuftomary in Europe, fo long as they, .by pro-
per behaviour, continue to deferve it 5 but thole who
are apprehended, having broken: their parole, as fome
Britith officers have done, muft expect to be clofe con«
fined. »

Anfwer. There being no officer in this army un-
der, or capable of being under, the defcription of
breaking parole, this article needs no anfwer. <

V. All public ftores, artillery, arms, ammunition,
carriages, horfes, &c. &c. muft be delivered to com.
miffaries appointed to receive them. :

Anfwer.  All public ftores may be delivered, arms
excepted. ,

VI. Thefe terms being agreed to and figned, the

troops under his Excellency General Burgoyne’s com-
mand may be drawn 11p in their encampmerits, where
they will be ordered to ground their arms, and may
thereupen be marched to the river fide, to be pafied
over in their way towards Bennington, .
_ Anfwer. This article inadmiffible in any extremity,
Sogngr than this army will confent to ground, their
arms in their encampment, they will rufh on the ene-
my, determined to take no quarter. =

VIL A ceffation of arms to concinye: till fun-fet, to
reccive General Burgoyne’s anfiwer. '

(Signed) -~~~
Horatio GaTEs.
Camp, at Saratoga, O, 14. :

_ Major Kingfton met the Adjutant-General of Mas
jor-General Gates’s army, Oober 14th, at fun-fet,
and delivered the following meflage. ‘
If General Gates does not mean to recede from tha
6th article, the treaty.ends at once,
The army will, to 2 man, proceed -to any alt of
delperation, racher than fubmit to thar article,. -
The ceflation of grms ends this evening, N
No. XVI. A RE-



RETUR X ) No. XVI.
N of Fh‘ Army of the United States, commanded by Major General Gutes, Camp at Saratopa
+ % 4

. Oclober 16, 1777.
- Offcers prejea.
r
Commifioned. Staf Rank and Eile,
e B T O R e
. :;; § § i 5 ‘i ? :
Brigads, HEHRARIERE iifk e [31c]3]%
Brigadier General Nixon’s 1 4] 3] 27] 250 28] 24 _{_4_4'_3 _§~’ 1257 55"———7 73 —9 1481
Poor’s 1l 2l o 4] 24) 23] 26| 28 _1_—3.—3 4305 50 113_?,:_64:t -13‘16
Learned’s 1) 4] 3 4] 26 21 zz_f_x_af_gls | T 1;98??‘“ 8 1658
Glover's 1) 3f g 4_3?_26;_27 _1_3:] 4 4) 3| r20p 58 1776?)_13_: 2048
Paterfon’s IREE zs_jj 26 KEEKEE 108 49 HSSE 77| 53 12 1438
Warner’s 1_5 4] 31 2y 27;2 26 _01:‘3 2 3 _96 40l 1672 95-8-3 68 32_?50
Stark’s 1334 27 39 24 2zl o3 4| 2 4 101?" 220_75 —31 ;9 7| 1303
Bailey’s 14 4] 2] 28 26 22—1: —o_z—:l_z-_:__z, 931 37 897_;) 23| 148 13 1011
Whipple’s 1 3} 2 4 24_27 23] 25 _x:,—gl 2| 3} 2| 104] 49 111_1—87 —8;7 _27 1073
Brickett’s o2l 4 3] 26] 23 27.73 o| 2 zl—l_:—z 83 37 776_: 371 31| 4] 869
Fellows’s 1 4 z_‘.}: 26 24f 28 0—3: 2l 3l 4 1~137 132 40-—3—1 884) 10| 1097
Woolcut’s 1 3) 203 20 23 21_25 o| 2| 3} 1 2_! ——962—4:/ S43| 27| 34l 38 71 949
Ten Brock’s | o} 4] 2| 3] 24 22 27;_0_44 2| 1 3?5—_4—4 9871 54 63| 553 14l 1673
Artillerifts § of of 1 13 sl 5t o :—xl—x i 3| 2f| 221 12 438 17 25—8‘——2 490)
-Cavalry 0_0 ! 3_8—6 N 9 —0-_2] 210 o 2 _‘6 § 3“_—5 7—_Iz 1 34(’|
- Total 12'44145'49! 344) 332 326] 3asll s'42"s4l30037l43][1302] 636 13216 622 73135751_83\_186_24\

A. B, Exclufive of the numbers in the above Return, there are, the upper fiaff of the army, the bateau men, the artificers, and
followers of the camp,
Colonel Moraan s corps of rifle-men, and the light- mfantry, are included i the brigades.
(Signed.) HORATIO GATES, Major General,

[To front page civ, of the Apperdin.]
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