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T 0 

MAJOR GENERAL PHI LLIPS, 

AND THE 

OTHER OF·FIeERS 

WHO SERVED IN THE ARMY COMMANDED BY 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL BURGOYNE, 

UPON AN 

EXPEDITION FROM CANADA. 

GENTLEMEN, 

PROPRIETY and affcaion alike incline me 
to infcribe to you the following undertaking. 
Weare mutual and peculiar fufferers by the 
event of the campaign in I777. You were 
witneff'es and judges of my aCtions; but lowed 
you an account of the principles which directed 
them. 

Another motive for this Addrefs is to avail 
myfelf of a proper public opportunity to repeat 
to ybu, what I have omitted no occafion of ex. 
preffing. in, :parliament, in correfpondence, and 
in converfation-the -fullefi approbation of your 
feryi~es."MY~~o~· may hav,e been numberlefs ; 
your cQIldua has. been .uniform-faithful, ga1-
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1ant and indefatigabl_e. Debarre~ of the pow~~ 
of doing you juftice befOte the Kll~g, thefe teal" 
monies are the only means to which my efieem 
and gratitude can refort. . 

After vindicating myfelf as a commandmg 
officer from any inattention to your intereft or 
fame, I n~xt throw myfelf upon your judgment 
for my conduCt as a friend. 

You will find by this publication, and fome 
other:;, v,-hich though not addrefied to you will 
probably engage your curiofi,y, that 1 have' 
been accufed of ihrinking from the common 
captivity. 

I h3\-e been fupported under that afperfion by 
the confciouii1efs I did not deferve it, and the 
confidence that you (to whom chiefly upon that 
charge I was refponfible) would not adopt it. 
After the fortunes we' have run together, it is 
not fure1y unworthy of belief, that I ihould 
rather have defired, than avoided to partake the 
clofing fcene: uniting with a due fenfe of per
fonal attachments, the prefervation of my mili
tary fortune, and a retreat from the difiractions 
of my country. The defence of your' houour 
and my own, at one time, and refifiance to an 
affront iii which my nature could not bear, at an
other, alone detained me here. 

In 
'k The part of m~ treatment whi~h I caU an affront upon tbis 

and other occafions, 'IS the refufal of my fervice iii this couotr)', 
e.ven at the head of my ol'l'n regiment, or as a vo~unteefi(iH lbe, 
tllne of eXIgency, an.d when other ofjlcers predfe!y iii "!)J .,:un 1 
jilliGlion ,\V.ore elllployed. ~y cO!llplaint of this ih,rtiiJiity hlnrnete.r 
be,;n olliclally an(we:~e~; It has~ only heen- evaded by MrOll'}'mmtM 

wllter:, who h,\-ve la,ld 1t.f1QW~ as a.:pof~?n,,}h~.t ;{:'!Ieant ~(l ,a!l.\lde 
to t~" example of L~rd Harrington (IYltll "Il!1~~ ~t certaInly has 
nothing to do) and' fheri have takeil:itm.eR&·iil ICfflfld'/Fme:;' :'I:M: 

parti,ular 
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In t:eg~rd to my Imlitical tranfaaions, I have 
flated them. and 1 willi them to be confidered bv 
my friends, apart froUl my military condua, 'I 
bear very high refpet!: to fome emiu.ent,and ill
treated cbarat1ers in our profeffion, who in de
ference to the tranquility of government, ,have 
fI/ently refigned the nations which they could no 
longer hold \vith fecurity to their honour. or 
benefit to the flate. But the option is not left to 
thofe, who having 3 voi.:e in Parliament are 
obliged to aCl: as citiz.ens as ,well as foldiers. The 
number of officers ~ltogethe,r of the army and 
na\'y, who\vith known loye to their country 
and profeffional fpirit equally confpicuou" ha\'e 
voluntarily withdrawll themfeh·es from employ
ment within thefe two years, exceeds all prece
dent. 1 do not place my name in the lift with 
the fame pretenfions; but it is not a.rrogant to 
elnulate where \ve cannot compare; and I ,am, 
d~firous of f~llbwiog the high examples before 
me in no point mCilre than in that of! avoidiug 
to difiurb the zeal of thofe who a);e ,now em
,played. The officers who have held it their 
~uty to take part in oppofition~ have aaed open
lYand direaIy in their place in Parliament; 'but 
they may defy malice to !hew an infl:ance wherein 

palticular example to which I appeal is that of Lieutenant Colonel 
lCing{lon, of Ihe 86,h regiment, appointed to that regiment, em· 
plPye~ in it for the defence of Plymouth, and aCtually now em. 
barking with it for fortign (ervice, under the (ame lerms of the 
convention, and the fame lerm. of parole to the Congrefs verbalim 
with myfelf. Other objeCtions, and of a nalure that could not Pc 
aflerwards fUHPoried, were ttied againfr tire Duke of Rutland'. 
recommendation of this excellent officer: but the obj~Ction of 
parole, though fully known to be precifely the fame with that which 
was fo pert:mptorily urgeq againl1 my pretenfioni. was never 
Illcnrioned. . .. 

they 
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they haye not encouraged ardour in their pro
feilion. They contemplate with one and the fame 
fentiment the great fupply of honourable men to 
occupy their places. 

You, Gentlemen, ftand high~in that defcrip
tion; your trials have made you of fierling value; 
and perhaps it will be better difcerned by men in 
power, when no longer viewed through the un~ 
favourable medium of my friendfhip. If my 
exhortations retain their former weight, let me 
be permitted earnefily to apply them upon this 
oecafion. The examples of generals or admirals 
who decline employment, refpe8: <lnly ilmilar 
cafes; your honour is feeure: look not at 
profeilional difappointments; but point all 
your views to the true glory of yom King and 
country, and truft for the reward. 

Ofocii (neque enim ignari Junzus ante Malorum) 
o pa/li.graviora: dabit Deus his quoque jinent. 
This paifage will bring to the remembrance 

of fome among you a hard hour w hen we be
fore 'quoted it together, and not without fome 
cheer Of mind.--May the end of your endur
ing be near! And with every other willi and 
fentiment that can denote efieem, I have tlte 
honour to be, 

Gentlemen,· 

Your mofi faithful and moft obedient 

Herijord-Street, 
Jan. I, 1780. 

humble fervant, 

J.IHJRGOYNE. 





I N T ROD U C T ION. 

W HEN it becomes necdfary for men who 
have acted critical parts in public ftatioU3 to make 
:m appeal to the world in their own jufiification. 
there are many prudential confiderations which 
might lead them to commit the care of it to 
friends, or, which is in many refpects the £1me 
thing, to defend themfelves under an affumed cha
r:£tcr. The charge of vanity ufually made on 
t::gotiiin is thus eluded: a fuller fcope may be 
given to fdf-love :l11d particular refentment: even 
the lower vexations which attend an author are 
to a great degree avoided: the ill-nature of cri
ticifm is fe1dom awakened by anonymous writ
ings, :1I1d the venal pens of party 10fe half their 
gall when the objeCl: of it is not perfonally and 
directly in quefiion. 

But there are fituations, in which, not only 
general aflent feems to ji.lftify a man in fpeaking 
(·f him[elf, but in which alfo no little confider
ation ought to be admitted to the mind. Such 
will be the cafe, if 1 am 110t deceh-ed, when the 
interefis of the public are blended with thofe of 
the individual; and when his very errors may 
ferve as inftruELiOl1 to others. Misfortunes which 
;; -,<:akcn fcnfibility will be a further, and a per
fuafivc call, upon the r.ttention of the public; and 

, it 
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it will amount to a c la:im upon their .iII/iiI?, ,if 
he can ihew th:lt he h:ls been injuriouOy treated. 

Upon maturdy weighing thefe and· ft\\;1.:1 
other circumftances, after I bad. been denied a. pro
feilionaI examination of my conduCt, and ,Iifap .. 
pointed of a parliamentary one, I determined to 
lay before the public a fi:lte of the expedition from 
Canada, in 1777. in my o:wn name. And my 
firft defign W:lS to do it unGer the title, and with 
the latitude of Memoirs; as a mode by which I 
could beft open the principles of my aCl:ions, 
and introduce, with moO: propriety, collateral 
characters, incidents, and difcuffions, as they 
might occafionaHy tend to illllftrate the main 
fubjeEt. 

However, in the laft feilion of Parliament, 
the enquiry which had not been agreed to the 
year before, took place. 1 had prefied it, and 
I entered into it under all the dif.1dvant3ges "'hich 
attend a ftniggle with power, and the prejudice 
that power can mife againfi the perf OilS it means 
to defirey. The utmoft that power could do wa, 
done; the Parliament was prorogned pending the 
proceedings. BIlt though by this contrivance, a 
fin31 and formal adjudication by that ~llguit af
fembly was a\'oided, their minutes fi:llld a fan"ed 
record of truth and jllftice, and the mofi fatisfac
tory reliance to which my willies could afpire, 
in offering my aCtions to the judgment of my 
country at large. 

From that time, therefore, I refoh'ed to pub
liih, infiead of Memoirs, the Proceeding, preddy 
as they p:J1'ied in Parliament, and to continue my 
defence by fnch Obfervations and Comments upon 
the E \'idence, as I fhould h:1\'e had a right, and 

\V:JS 
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was prepared to make, had the proceedings in the 
houfe continued. '*" 

Poffibly in this Jatte,r part forne colour of my 
original defign may remain. The [cenes I have 
been engaged in are uncommon, and it is a natu
ral defire to place them in a full light. The in
terefts concerned make that defire more urgent; 
and I dare believe they will be beft guarded by 
being mofr explained • 

... The order in which the committe in the Haufe of Commons 
proceeded was, to hear Sir William Howe's N ar;ative, refpecting 
his conduct whilfl in command in America, and fuch evidence ~. 
he thought proper to bring in fupport of it. They next heard my 
Narrative and Evidence, refpecting the conduct of the expedition 
from Canada. Lord Ge .. rge Germain then opened a defence on 
his parr, and fum maned witnelfes to fuppol! it. According to the! 
arrangement made by the committee, tilr William Howe and myfelf 
Were afterwards to be heard in reply; but the proceedings were 
ended by Ihe prorogation of Parliament before the examination of 
Lord George's fecond witnef" Mr. Galloway, was e1ored, and 
lhere were fix teen or eighteen more upon his lift. The order in 
which the following p~pers are pl.aced i'-I fl. The Prefatory 
Speech. 2d. The Narrative. 3d. Mrnl1lesof the verbal evidence. 
4th. Review of Ir.e evidence, with lZemarks and Explanations &1:. 
5th. An Appendix, containing the WritteD evidence. '. 



A D V E R TIS E MEN T. 

In Plan IV. the third and fourth pofitions of the army 
in the engagement of 19th of September may appear up
on a curfory view to want precifion. The inequalities 
of the ground could not be diftinCtly marked upon fo 
fmall a fcale; and the continual !hitt of the pofitions of 
feparate corps, as they were attacked by corps of the 
enemy, which frequently, from the thicknefs of the 
wood, they did nOl fee, made it eqmlly difficult to mark 
regularly the pofition of the whole at anyone time. 

The pofition of the armies on the 8th of September in 
Plate V. requires alfo fome explanation. From the 
fmallnefs of the fcale, the pofition of the enemy could 
only be !hewn upon the plain near the river; but it is 
to be obferved, it extended over the ground of General 
Burgoyne's former encampment, and in front of the 
redoubts upon the hill. 
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The SPEECH of Lieutenant General BURGOYNE, 

prefatory to his NARRATIVE. 

MR. MONTAGU, 

B" EFORE I enter upon the narrative, which the 
precedent of your late proceedings authorifes me 

to lay before YOll, I think it a duty to the committee, 
to promife that I fhall trouble them with little other 
inatter than fuch as may be neceffary to eludicate the 
tranfaCl:ions of the campaign 1777, in that quarter 
where I commanded. 
,I !hall keep in mind, that to explain the caufes of 

the difafter at Saratoga is the principal point to which 
all my evidence ought to lead: but at the fame time, 
I !hall take confidence in the iuftice and benevolence 
of my hearers, that where arguments in exculpation 
of the commander can aptly be combined with a 
faithful reprefentation of facts, they will not be 
deemed foreign to the main object under their con
fideration. 

Upon thefe ideas, though fome introductory ex~ 
planations are requifite, I !hall fupprefs the inclination 
I at firft conceived, of ftating my conduct hom the 
time, when, conjointly with my honourable friend 
who took the lead in this inquiry,'" I was called to 
the unfolicited and unwelcome fervice in America: 
nor will -1 enumerate the complicated circumfbnces 
of private misfortuf.le and ill health under which I 
purfued it. Prudence, as weil as other propriety, is, 
I confefs, confulted in this fuppreffion; for were it 
feen, that an officer had ,blended with the refpect due 

B tG 

'* Sir William Howe. 
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r REF A TOR Y S PEE C H. 
to autho'rity, warm, though difinterefted perfonal at
tachments; that under a perfuafiol1 of the honour and 
imegrity of the king's fervants, he had united to his 
zeal for the public caufe an intereft in their private 
credit and ambition; would it not be conceived, that 
his guilt muft have been atrocious, beyond all e~cufe 
or palliation, to induce the very men to \vhom hIS en
deavours, and his faculties, fuch as they were, had 
been thus devoted, not only compleatly to defert him, 
but to preclude him, as far as in them lay, from ev~ry . 
means of defence, and if polli ble, to ruin. him in the. 
opinion of the king, the army, and the country ? 

An earneft defire to fave,· as much as pollible, th~ 
time of the committee, would alia difi"uade me from 
recurring to any points previous to my inftructions 
which have been difcuffed upon former occafions; but 
I find that great ftrefs is ftilliaid to my prejudice upon 
a paper whIch found its way to the houfe during my 
abience: I mean the private Jetter to the noble lord, 
fecretary for the American department, dated 1ft 
January, 1777.* 

The noble lord has frequently ftated that letter to 
have flipped inadvertently into the parcel deftined for 
the hall fe, and I give credit in that particular to his 
afft::rtion; becaufe, whatever other imprellions he might 
have found it his intereft to make refpecting me, he 

. cercainly would not have thouaht that the imputation 
on me which that letter tend;d to fix, a proper. one 
for him to put forward: it is a notorious fact, or I 
would not mention it, that it has been held a reflec~ 
ti~)l1 upon my character (by the part of the public 
with wh?m the noble lord is unpopular) that I ad~ 
dreffed hlm as a patron and friend. 

This is a.n imputation to which I muft plead guilty; 
for at the time I wrote that letter, I certainly did hold 
that noble lord as my friend, and I had acted to de
ferve he lhould be fo. The next ill tendency of that 
~aper wa.s, a~ the noble lord well knows, to imprefs 
lne publIc With an opinion, that I was endeavouring 

to 
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to fupplant Sir Guy Carleton in the command of the 
northern army-an atl:ion abhorrent to the honour of 
an officer and the liberality of a gentleman; and of 
which, thank God, I can prove the falfehood, by ir
refragable evidence upon your table, and in a very 
fmall compafs. I need only refer to the difpatches to 
Sir Guy Carleton by his aid de-camp, dated ~12d 
Auguft, 1776,. four months before I came home, to ., 
fhew that it was at that time determined, that Sir Guy Seed~p· 
C I rt.. Id .. C d d h' . pen IX ar eton mOU remam m ana a; an t at aeterlll1- No.II • 

• nation was made, as I have been informed, not only 
upon the political reafoning which appears in that dif
patch, but alfo, upon great law opinions, that he 
could not, under the commiffion he then held under 
the great leal, pafs the frontiers of his province. Sir, 
this confutation was urged by me laft year; and were 
collateral proof neceffary to my juftification upon this 
fubjeCt, I could bring to your bar a tribe of gentlemen, 
who had imbibed impreffions not very favourable to the 
military proceedings of Sir Guy Carleton in the cam
paign of 1776: I could fhew that I feized numberlefs, 
indeed I feiz~d every paffible occalion to vindicate the 
judgment, the affiduity; the activity of that highly re
fpeelable officer, carelefs how ill I paid my court, 
earneft to meet every attack againft his fame. 

I beg leave alfo to eall the attention of the com-
mittee very particularly to one other paper, the date 
of wh~ch is previolls to my departure from England: 
it is entitled, " Thoughts for conducting the War 
" from the Side of Canada, by Lieutenant General 
"Burgoyne."· Sir, it will be in the recolleCtion of .. 
the committee, whether, when the conduCt of the war No. III, 
was under conlideration laft year in my abfence, it was 
not unaerftood, that the plan of the northern expe-
dition was formed upon that paper as produced upon 
your table? If fa, I muft afk the noble lord, why he 
fufffred that error to prevail? The noble lord knew, 
(and it was peculiarly his dury to declare it) that the 
two prop6fals, the firft of turning the expedition even-

B 2 wally 
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wally towards ConneC1:icut; and the [econd,. of em. 
barkina the army on the river St. Lawrence, m order 
to effete a junC1:ion with Sir William Howe by rea, in 
cafe the attempt by land appeared "impraC1:icable, ?r 
" too hazardous," were eraled while the paper was In 

his lord!hip's hands. 
From that paper, as it appeared without erafures, 

, naturally arofe the conclufion, that the plan I had to 
execute was completely my own; upon that paper 
were founded, as naturally, the doubts which have 
been entertained upon the peremptory tenor of my 
inllruC1:ions. I mull: again alk the noble lord, upon 
what principle of jull:ice he fuffered thofe impreffions 
to exill: in this houfe? Why, in a debate in which he 
took a part, did he conc~al, that the circumftances in 
reality were totally different from thofe upon which 
gentlemen reafoned; that the difcretion referved in the· 
paper before the houle was taken away, and confe
quently, that my orders were rendered abfolute in the 
ftriEtell: fenfe by his own alterations? 

Let any gentleman who has fuppofed I had an im
plied latitude for my conduCt, now compare this cir
cumll:ance with the wording of the letter to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated March 26, 1777, with a copy of which 
I was furniil1ed, and extraCts from which were after
wards the only orders I had to aCt upon.* 

S A I !hall take no particular notice of what is called the 
I':~dit faving claufe, in the latter part of the orders, except 
No. IV. to g;ive the flatteft contradiction to the fuppofition that 

I dIctated it-a fuppofition that I know is not yet 
abandoned by the men who nrft fuagefl:ed it. I have 
[poke to it very fully upon a form~r occafion ;t and I 
do not wi!h, when it can be avoided, to enforce or re
iterate the charges of dupllcity and treachery which 
muft enfue, if that claufe could be fuppofed to have 
reference to any conduCt previous to my arrival at 

t The debat7 upon Mr. Vyner's motion, May 28, InS; the: 
f peech was publtlhed. 

Albany. 



PREFATORY SPEECH. 
Albany. The circlJmfiance of forbidding me the lati
tude in the two particulars J had prepofed in my plan, 
and many other circumftance£, clearly indicated the 
decided intentions and expectations of the minillers, 
rendered the fenfe of the whole order taken together 
clear' and diftinEt, and fhewed that the c1aufe which is 
pretended to· have left me a difcretion as to my main 
objeEt, had no fort of relation to that object. That 
c1aufe evidently related not to my forcing my way, or 
not forcing it, to Albany, the place of my deftination, 
but to fuch collateral and eventual operations as might 
be advileable in the courfe of my march. It related 
to the making impreffion upon the rebels, and brinO'_ 
ing them to obedience, in fuch manner as exigenci~s 
might require, and in my judgment might feem molt 
proper, previous to receiving orders from Sir William 
Howe, " of my junEtion with whom I was never to 
~, lofe view." 

Notwithftanding there has been fo much difcuffion 
in debate and print upon the interpretation of abfolute 
orders, the committee, I am confident, will abfo]ve 
me, though, at the expence of a few moments more, 
I fhould continue a fubjeEt upon which the merit or 
blame of the future proceedings in great meafure refts. 

I do not admit the po!ltion, that there can be no 
cafe in which an officer acting at a diftance is bound at 
every hazard to pllrfue orders, that appear abfolllte 
and dtci}ive. It is eafy to conceive circl1mftances, 
which might jullify a ftate in hazarding an army, for 
the fake of facilitating great and deciflve ubjeEts. 
Gentlemen, converfant in military hiftory, will recol
leEt many examples of this principle; upon a former 
pcca!lon, I ftated a fl1ppofed cafe /" and! now entre~t 

B 3 leave 
.. The cafe alluded to was put In a former debate. as follolVs': 

fuppofe the Britiili army that invaded Britany in '758, had g.ine4 
a com plere victory over the Duke D' Aiguillon: to have marched 
rapidly towards Paris, abandoning the communication with the 
fleet, expofing the army poffibly to great want of provifion, and to 
the impracticability of retreat, would certainly have been a me.fure 

, c.m. 
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leave to add a real example of peremptory orders, 
which happened in the coude of my own /ervice. I 
have ever rerained the impreffion, that the clrcumfrance 
I am crain rr to relate, made upon my mind at the time; 
and t~ th~fe few who may ftill think, that in any part 
of my conduIT, I railily rifked my peace, my intc:reft or 
mv fame, to forward the wiilies of others, this pre
p~ffdlion may in fome meafure account for, and ex
cufe, my imprudence. 

In the campaign of 1762, in Portugal, the Count 
La Lippe, a name, which, if it finds a due hiftorian, 
will Hand among the firft in military fame, was placed 
at the head of about 6000 Britiili troops, and a Porto
guefe army, the greater part of which was little better 
than nominal, to defend an extenfive frontier againft 
the whole force of Spain, and a large body of the 
veteran troops of France. The falvation of Portugal 
depends folelyon the capacity of that great man, which 
united the deepeft political reafoning with exquifite 
military addrefs. 

I had the honour to be entrufted with the defence 
of the moft important pafs upon the Tagus, and my 
orders were peremptory to maintain it againft any 
numbers, and to the lafi: man. 

A feleIT corps of the enemy, greatly fuperior to 
mine, were encamped within fight on the other fide 
the river, and our advanced pofts were within half 
'mufquet iliot. 

In this fituation, I received intelligence from Coullt 
La Lippe, of a defign of the enemy to pars the Tagus 

,:onfummately ?efperale and unjuitifi.ble, if tried upon military 
:yitem: yet, wlll any man fay, 'hat i,f that .meafure mull evidently 
Jla,'c produced fuch alarm and contufioll In the hean of France, 
"s to have compelled the recall of her whole force from Germapy, 
or luch part of It, as would have given uncontrouled tcope to the 
arm~es under the King of Pruffia and Prince Ferdinand, that the 
mlflliler of, England would not have been judicious, though at the 
palr"?le nfk of the army, as far as "apture was concerned, in 
ordenng the general to proceed by the molt 'Vigoro", (;rer/ions and 
to force his way to Paris 1 .' 

in 
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in force, about fix miles above me, and to take pef
ielIion of the open country in my rear, with a L:rge 
corps of cavalry, by which means all communication, 
fupply, or fafe retreat, would be cut off. 

Together with this intelligence, the Count's bter 
expre1fed, "That every delay to the enemy in gettir.g 
" pofi'effion of the pafs I guarded, was fo material to 
" his other plans and operations, that it juftified a 
"deviation from fyftematic rules; that, therefore, 
" after taking timely precautions to fecure the retrta. 
" of my cavalry, I muft abide the confequence with 
" the infantry; that at the laft extremity, I mull: 
" abandon my cannon, camp, &c. and with fucn 
" provifion as the men could carry upon their backs, 
" throw mylelf into the mountains upon my left, and 
" endeavour, by [mall and difperfed parties, to gain 
" a rendezvous at the northern part of the province." 
I muft obferve, that when thefe peremptory orders 
were given, the commander was at a diCtance that 
made all time! y communication of circumftances as 
impoffible, as if the Atlantic had been between us; 
and I cannot clofe the example without mentioning 
the concluding part of Count La Lippe's letter. "He 
" participated," he faid "in the feelings with which 
" an officer would be ftruck for his reputation, in 
" fuffering himfelf to be cut, and reduced to facrifice 
" h:s camp, his baggage, and twenty pieces of can
"non. But be t:t cafe," continuc:d that great and 
gent:rolls man, " I will take the meafure entirely upon 
" myfelf: peifevere as I have diretled, and be confident 
" of my defence and protetljon." This was a laving 
c1aufe of a nature very different from thofe it is the 
praCtice in the prefent day to pen; and if any man 
doubts the quotation, I can bring pofitive evidtnce to 
the truth of it verbatim. 

Thus much, Sir, I thought it incumbent upon me 
to ftate in argument againfr the polition that has been 
infifted upon, that no orders can be worded 10 pe
remptorily at a diftance, as not to admit of an im-

B -1- plied 
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plied latitude, in cafe of unforefeen and infurmountable 
difficulties: but to prevent all future cavil upon this 

, fubjeel:, I requeft the committee to recolleel:, what I 
have acrain and again repeated; that I by no means 
put myo defence, in pailing the Hudfon's River, folely 
upon this reafoning. On the contrary, fuppofing for 
the argument's fake, I fuould concede (which I never 
have done, nor mean to do) to the noble Lord, and to 
every other gentleman, all they can defire to aJfllm\! 
upon implied latitude in given cafes, I fuould equally 
prove that no fllCh cafe did exift, as would have jUftl
fied me upon their own principle, in departing from 
the letter of the orders under which I ael:ed. 

Having thus cleared my way to the time of my 
leaving England, to take upon me the command of 
the Northern expedition; I fuall now lay before the 
committee a narrative of its progrefs, in as concife and 
fimple terms, as the nature of the fubjeCt: will allow, 
endeavouring to imitate the perfpicuity of the honour
able gentkman who took the lead in this bufinefs, and 
not without hope of my endeavours producing the 
fame effeel:; and that, in the opinion of the houfe, my' 
language, as has been expreJfed of his, will be deemed 
the language of truth, 

N A R RAT I V E. 

NARRA- IT is my intention, for the more ready comprehen_ 
TIVE. fion of the whole fubjeel:, to divide it into three' 

periods. The firft, from my appointment to the com
mand, to the end of my purfuit of the enemy from 
Ticonderoga; the fecond, from that time to t"he paf
fage of the ~ udfon's River; and the third to the figning 
the convention, 

I left 
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I left London on the 27th of March, and upon my 

departure from Plymouth, finding the Albion man of 
war ready to fail for New-York, I wrote to Sir W. 
Howe by that conveyance, tlpon the fubject of my 
expedition, and the nature of my orders. I arrived at 
Q!Jebec the 6th of May. Sir Guy Carleton imme
diately put under my command the troops deftined for 
the expedition, and committed to my management the 
preparatory arrangements. From thence I wrote a 
fecond letter to· Sir William Howe, wherein I repeat
ed that I was entrufted with the command of the 
army deftined to march from Canada, and that my 
orders were to force a junction with his excellency. 

I expreffed alfo my wiihes, " that a latitude had 
" been left me for a diverfion towards Connecticut, 
" but that fuch an idea being out of queftion, by 
" my orders being precife to force the junction, it was 
" only mentioned to introd\.lce the idea ftl1l refting 
" upon my mind; viz. to give the change to the 
" enemy if I could, and by every feint in my power 
" to eftablilh a fuipicion, that I ftill pointed towards 
.' Connecticut." 

" But," I repeated, "that under the prerent pre
" cilion of my orders, I ihould really have no view 
" but that of joining him, nor think myfdf juftified 
" by any temptation to delay the moft expeditious 
" means I could find to effect that purpofe." 

I proceeded to Montreal on the 12th, and as my 
}etters, lately laid before the houfe from that place,"' ;0 

. and from ~ebec, will ihew the ftate of things, I See t p-
ihould not reft a moment upon this period, were it ~~. ~. 
not to add one more public teftimony, to thofe I am 
not confcious of having omitted upon any occation, of 
the affiduous and cordial manner in which the different 
fervices were forwarded by Sir Guy Carleton. I ihould 
think it as dilhonourable to reek, as I know it would 
be impoffible to find, excufe for any fault of mine in 
any failure on the part of Sir Guy Carleton, or of any 
per[ons who acted under him, in any matter refpecting 

the 
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N A R RAT I V E. 
the expedition. Had that officer been atl:ing for him
felf, or for his brother. he could not have Ihewn more 
indefatigble zeal than he did, to comply with and ex
pedite my requifitions and defires. 

Certain parts of the expetl:ed force, neverthefs, fell 
fhort. The Canadian troops, ftated in the plan at 2000, 

confi!red only of three companies, intended to be of 
100 men each, but in reality not amounting to more 
than 150 upon the whole; nor could they be augment
ed. The corvees, which are detachments .of provin
cials without arms, to repair roads, convey provifions, 
or any other temporary employment for the king's fer
vice, could not be obtained in fufficient number, nor 
kept to their employments, although Sir Guy Carleton 
ufed every pol1ib:e exertion and encouragement for the· 
purpofe. Drivers for the provifion carts, and other 
carriages, could not be fully fupplied by the contrac
tor, though no expence was fpared; a circllmftance 
which occafioned much inconvenience afterwards. 

To thefe unavoidable difappointments were added 
the difficulties occafioned by bad weather, which ren
dered the roads almoft impratl:icable at the carrying 
places, and confequently the palfage of the bateaux, 
artillery, and baggage exceedingly dilatory: we had 
befide a great deal of contrary wind. Notwithftanding 
all impediments, the army alfembled between the 17th 
2nd 20th of June, at Cumberland Point, upon Lake 
Champlain .. 

On the 21ft I held a conference with the Iroquois, 
Algonchins, Abenekies, and Outawas, Indians, in all 
about four hundred. 

This conference appears in your papers·. I thought 
at the time that the cordiality of the Indians over 
the, whole continent might be depended upon, and 
theIr firft operatIOns tended to perfuade me into a be
lief of their utility. 1 he prieft to whom they feemed 
devoted, and the Britifh officers employed to conduct: 
th~m, and to whofe controul they engaged to fubmit, 
gamed advantage., and fpread terror without barbarity. 

The 
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The nrft party fent out made fcveral of the enemy pri. 
foners in the heat of aaion, and treated them Witli 
European humanity. 

During the movement of the different corps to this 
general rendezvous, I wrote a third letter to Sir William 
HOlVe. The chief purport of it was ro give him" in
" telligence of my fituation at the time, and of my 
" expettation of being before Ticonderoga between the 
" 20th and :2 5th inftant; that I did not apprehend the 
" effetti\-e ihength of the army would amount to above 
" 6500 men; that I meant to apply to Sir Guy Carle
" ton ro fend a garriion to Ticonderoga when it {hould 
" be reduced, but that I was apprehenfive he would 
.. not think himielf aurhorifed by the King's orders to 
" comply; th"-t whenever, therefore, I might be able to 
.. dfett the junction, Sir William would not eXFctt me 
" to bring near the original number. I repeated my 
" perfeverance in the idea of givingjealoufy on the fide 
" of Connetticur, and at the fame time my aiTurances, 
" that I {hould make no manceuvre that could procra
" frinate the great objea of a jun{,;oll_" 

I frate thele different letters to Sir William Howe 
merely to {hew that my conception of the precifion of 
my orders was not upon after-thought, and t;,ken up as 
an excufe when ~ fOl.md the expedition had failed; but 
a fixed decided fentiment coeval wit!l my knowledge of 
Illy command. 

For a further proof of the fame faa, I beg leave to 
frate an extracc from my orders to the army at Crown 
Point, June 30th. The words were thefe : 

" The army embarks to-morrow to approach the 
"enemy. The ier .. iu's requin:d of this particular ex
" pedition are critical a:1d confpicuous. During our 
" progrefs occafions may occur, in which, nur difE. 
" culty, nor labour, nor life are to be regarded. Thi~ 
" army mult not retr,at." Were it necdTary, I could 
bring abundant collateral proof to the fame tffea, and 
thew that the idea of forcing a way to Aloany by vi-

gorous 
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gbrous exertions againft any oppolition we might meet~ 
was general and fixt through the whole army. 

My proceedings from the time of alfembling the army 
as before defcribed, to the date of my public difpatch 
from Skenefborough, comprehending the manceuvres 
which forced the enemy from Ticonderoga, and the 
actions at Skenefborough, Huberton, and Fort Anne, 

S : are related at full in that difpatch.* 
ve~di}' It is the lefs necelfary to give the Committee further 
No. VII. trouble upon this fubject. becaufe I believe no enemy 

can be found to arraign my conduct in thofe days of 
fuccefs; or if there were one, he could not deprive me 
of the confolation, that I had his Majefty's full appro
bation and applaufe, of which it is known to many, 1 
l1ad a very honourable and diftinguilhed proof. 

All therefore that is necelfary before I quit this firil: 
period of the campaign, is to give a precife ftate of 
t,he effective ftrength of the army, at the time it af
iembled. 

On the 1ft July, the day we encamped before Ticon. 
oeroga, the troops confifted of 

Britilh rank and file 37 2 4 
German ditto 3016 

6740 regulars, exclu
fi\'e of arti!. 

Canadians and Provincials,abotJt 250 )ery-men. 
Indians about - 400 

650 
In regard to t~~ artillery, I think this the proper place 

to rectIfy the mllreprefenrations that have prevailed re
fpec1ing the quantity employed. It has been ftated as 
far beyond t.he necelfary proportion for the number of 
troops, an Incumbrance to their movements, and one 
caufe of what has been called the flow proarefs of the 
expedition. b 

In order to juftify this charoe, a view of the whole 
mars has been prelented to th; public without any ex

planation 
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planation of its diftinEt allotments; and many have been 
led to believe, that the whole was attached to the army 
throughout the campaign, and fell into the enemy's 
hands at laft-The intention of this reprefentation is 
obvious: the allegation is falfe. 

The faCts, as I Iball prove them to the committee, are 
as follow: The whole original train furnifhed by Sir 
Guy Carleton confiHed of fixteen heavy twenty-four 
pounders; ten heavy twelve-pounders; eight medium 
twelve-pounders; two light twenty-four pounders; one 
light twelve-pounder; twenty-fix light fix-pounders; 
{even teen light three- pounders; fix eight-inch howitzers. 
fix five and a half inch howitzers; two thirteen-inch 
mortars; two ten-inch mortars; fix eight-inch mortars; 
twelve five and a half-inch mortars; and twenty-four 
four and two fifth-inch mortars. Of thefi~, two heavy 
twenty-four pounders were {ent on board a fhip for the 
defence of Lake Champbin, and dIe other fourteen 
were fent back to St. John's. Of the heavy tweIve
pounders, fix were left at Ticonderoga, four ditto in 
the Royal George; four medium twelve-pounders at 
Fort George; one light twel ve- pounder at Ticonderoga; 
two light fix-pounders at Fort George; four light fix
pounders at St. John's; four light three-pounders at 
Ticonderoga; five light three-pounders at St. John's; 
two eight-inch howitze;:rs at Fort George; two ditto at 
St. John's; twO five and a half-inch howitzers at Fort 
George; two thirteen-inch mortars in the Royal George; 
two ten-inch mortars in ditto; four eight- inch mortars 
in ditto; four five and a half-inch mortars at Ticonde
raga; four royal morcars in [he Royal George; twelve 
co horns at Ticondero;sa; and eight cohorns in the Royal 
George. 

The field-train therefore that proceeded with the 
army confiited of four medillm twelve-pounders; two 
light twenty-four pounders; eighteen light fix-pounders; 
fix. light three- pounders; two eight-inch howitzers; 
four five and a half-inch howitzers; two eight-inch 
mortars, and four royals. 

4 The 
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The carrying the twenty· four pounders (though they 

were but two) has been fpoken of as an error, and it 
is nereBary therefore to inform the committee that they 
were of a conftruttion li"'hter by eight hundred weight 
than medium twelves, a~d to all intents and purpofes 
field artillery. 

This artillerv was difrributed as follows: 
Frafer's corps, efrimated at three battalions, 

Ten pieces, viz. 
Four light fix.pounders. . 
Four light ~hree.pounders, confrrutted for belfig oc

cafionallycarned on horfeback. 
Two royal howitzers. 

German referve, under Colonel Breyman, efrimated at 
two battalions, 

Two light fix-pounders. . -
Two light three-pounders, and ferved by the Hefi'e 

Hanau artillery men. 
The line of Britilh, four battalions, 

Germans, five battalions. 
Total, nine battallions. 

Three brigades of artillery, of four fix-pounder!" 
each; viz. one brigade for each wing, and one for the 
center. 

From hence it appears that to fourteen battalions there 
were allotted twenty-fix pieces of light artillery. The 
cuftomary allotment is two pieces per battalion, confe
quently the proportion of artillery was lefs than upon 
common fer"ice5. 

The forming artillery into brigades, in preference to , 
detaching two guns to each battalion, has been con
ftantly prattifed in mofr fervices during laft war under 
the ableft men, and it is produl'l:ive of many advantages, 
as th.! brigades by that means, either fingly or united, 
fall under the command of a proportionable number of 
officers. The fervice is carried on with "'reater regula
rity, and the effetl: of the fire becomes ~uch more for
midable than when fcattered along the front of the line. 

This 
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This mode of fervice was recommended by Major

general Phillips, and adopted without hefitation by me, 
my own judgment being confirmed by an officer of his 
great ikill and experience. 

The park artillery confifted of ten peices, viz. 
2 light twenty-four pounders. 
4 medium twelve-pounders. 
2 eight-inch howitzers. 
2 royal howitzers. 

I underftood this proportion of field artillery to be 
the fame as that propofed by Sir Guy Carleton had he 
commanded; it was the proportion recommended by Ge
neral Philips, and I formed my opinion conformably to 
the fentiments of thofe refpectable officers upon the 

. following reafons, viz. that artillery was extremely for
midable to raw troops; that in a country of po/ts it 
was elfentially necelfary againfl: the beft troops; that it 
was yet more applicable to the enemy we were to combat, 
becaufe the mode of defence they invariably adopted, 
and at which they were beyond all other nations expert, 
was that of entrenchment covered with [hong abb;ltis, 
againft which the cannon, of the nature of the heavieft 
above defcribed, and howitzers, might often be effec
tual, when to dil10dge them by any other means might 
be attended with continued and important lolfes. 

In thefe general ideas of the ufe of artillery againft 
the rebel forces, I have the happinefs to obierve, from 
the papers before you, the concurrence of Sir William 
Rowe, who {tates fimilar ideas very fully in one of his 
requifitions to the fecretary of fiate: but further rea
fons for not dimini!hing the proportion of guns of 
fuperior calibre to fix-pounders in this train, were, firfi, 
their ufe againfi block-houfes (a fpecies of fortification 
peculiar to America); fecondly, a probability that gun
boats might be requifite for the fecurity of the water 
tranfport, on fome part of the Rudfon's River; bue 
principally the intention of fortifying a camp at Albany, 
in cafe I fhould reach that place, fhould meet with a 
fufficiency of provifion there (as I was led to expeCt) 

1 and 
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and rhould find it expedient to pafs the winter there, 
without communication with New-York, 

With refpect to the quantity of ammunition at ... 
tached to this artillery, it is to be obferved, that the 
number of rounds accompanying the light pieces, and 
which were carried in fmall cam, were not more than 
fuflicient for a day's action. 

Light fix-pounders 124 rounds each. 
Light three-pounders - 300 rounds. 
Royal howitzers 90 rounds, . 

The different referves of ammunition were chiefly 
conveyed by water in fcows and bateaux: it certainly 
would not have been advifable, after a communication 
with Canada was at an end, to depend upon precarious 
fupplies from the fouthward, and therefore it became 
neceffary (as far as the fervice would allow) to carry 
forward fuch ftores, as there was every appearance of 
an abfolute want of, during the courfe of an aCtive 
campaign. 

Had the enemy eftablilhed themfelves in force upon 
the iOands at the mouth of the Mohawk River, or on 
other ground equally advantageous, to have difputed 
the paIfage of that, or of the Hudfon's River, or had 
they even waited an affault in their works at Still
water, it is probable, that recourfe muft have been 
had to artillery of the heavier nature; in the latter cafe 
efpecially they muit have been ufed, in order to derive 
any advantage from our feizing a poft upon their left 
flank: I have fince known, that they had iron twelve 
and nine-pounders mounted upon thofe works, which 
were in other refpects very formidable. 

The ~ritilh artillery-men, rank and file, were 245. 
RecruIts, under command of Lieutenant N utt, 

of the 33d regiment, attached to the fervice 
of the artillery - J 50 

HelIian artillery-men, rank and file 78 

4n 
Add 
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Add thefe numbers to the former ftate of the army, 

md it will be found, that the regular firength when at 
he greateft conlHl:ed of 72 r 3. 

I come now to the fecond period of the campaign, 
:omprehending the tranfactions from the time the pur
uit of the enemy from Ticonderoga cealed, and the 
:orps of Brigadier-general Frafer, and the 9th regiment, 
ejoined the army, after the refpective actions of Hu
)erton and Fort Anne, to the time when the army 
,affed the Hudfon's River to attack the enemy near 
itillwater. 

It had proved impolTible irnmediately to foHm;, the 
[uick retreat of the enemy farther, from the nature of 
he country, and the necelTity of waiting a frdh fupply 
,f ptovifions. But it appeared evident to me, that 
ould a rapid progrefs towards Albany be effected, 
luring their difperfiol1 and panic, it would be decifive 
n the fuccefs of the expeditioA. 
~leftioI'l has been made by thofe who began at thi!! 

eriod to arraign my military condua, whether it would 
::It nave been more expedient for the purpofe of rapi
ity, to have fallen back to Ticonderoga, in order to 
Lke the convenient route by Lake George, than to have 
~rfevered in the laborious and difficult courfe by land 

_ I Fort Edward? My motives for prefetring the latter 
ere thefe: I confidered not only the general impref
lnS which a retrograde motion is apt to make upon 
e minds both of enemies and friends, but alfo, that 
e natural conduct of the enemy in that cafe would be 
remain at Fort George, as their retreat could not then 

: cut off, ih order to oblige me to open trenches, and 
,nfequently to delay me, and in the mean time they 
mId have deftroyed the road from Fort George to 
)rt Edward. On the other hand, by perfifting to 
netrate by the iliort cut from Fort Anne, of which 
vas then mafter, to Fort Edward, though it was at
lded with great labour, and many alert fituations, the 
lOpS were improved in the very effential point of wood 
vice; I effectually dillodged the enemy from Fort 

C George 
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George without a blow: and feeing me mafter of one 
communication, they did not think it worth while to 
deftroy the other. 

The great number of boats alfo, which muft necef
farily have been employed for the tranfport of the troops 
over Lake Georae, were by this courfe fpared for the 
tranfport of the provifion, artillery, and ammunition. 

The fuccefs anfwered this reafoning in every point; 
for by the vigilance of General Phillips, t? whom I 
had committed the important part of forwardIng all the 
necelfaries from Ticonderoga, a great embarkation ar. 
rived at Fort George on July 29th. I took polfeffion 
of the country near Fort Edward on the fame day. 
and independently of other advantages, I found myfelf 
much more forward in point of time than I could pof
fibly have been by the other route. 

Another material motive, which could not be known 
by fhangers who have reafoned upon this. movement, 
was, that during the time my army was employed in 
clearing W ook-Creek and cutting roads, and the corps 
under Major-general Phillips was working to pafs the 
tranfports over Lake George, I was enabled to detach a 
large corps to my lefr, under Major-general Reidefel, 
and thereby afiiit my purpoie of giving jealoufy to 
Connecticut, and keeping in check the whole country 
called the Hamplhii-e Grants. 

It was at this time Major-general Reidefel conceived 
the purpole of mounting his regiment of dragoons. 
In the country he traverfed dming his detached com. 
mand, he found the people frightened and fubmifiive. 
He was indullriolls and expert in procuring intelligence 
in parts of the country more remote than Benningto~ 
and entertained no doubt of fuccefs, were an expedi
tion formed under the command of Lieutenant-colonel 
Baume. 

On the arrival of the army at Fort Edward, the 
great objeCt of attention was the tranfports from Fort 
George. The difrance was about fixteen miles, the 
roads wanting great repair, the weather unfavourable, 

1 ~ 
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the cattle and carriages fcarce; part of the latter incon
venience was occafioned by the number of botn that 
were neceifarily detained at Ticonderoga, for the pur
pofe of dragging the boats and the provilions over the 
carrying-places, between Lake Champlain and Lake 
Georg : another part of the inconvenit:nce was caufed 
by tbe unavoidable delays, in bringing the different 
divilions of horfes, as they were colleCted in Canada, 
through the defart, for fuch moft of tbe country is, 
between St. John'S and Ticonderoga. 

It was foon found, that in the lituation of the trallf~ 
port fervice at that time, the army could barely be 
viCtualled from day to day, and that there was no pro
fpeCt of eftablilhing a magazine in due time for pur~ 
fuing prefent advantages. The idea of the expedition 
to Bennington originated upon this difficulty, combined 
with the intelligence reported by General Reidefel, and 
with all I had otherwife received. 

I knew that Bennington was the great depofit of 
corn, flour, and ftore cattle; that it was guarded only 
by militia; and every day's account tended to confirm 
the perfuafion of the loyalty of one defcription of the 
inhabitants and the panic of the other. Thofe who 
knew the country beft were the moft fanguine in this 
perfuafion. 

Had my intelligence been worfe founded, I lhould 
not have helitated to try this expedition with {ueh troops, 
and under fuch inftruCtions, as I gave to the command
ing officer, for fo great a purpofe as that of a fupply 
fuffieient to enable the army to follow at the heels of a 
broken and difconcerted enemy. The German troops 
employed were of the beft 1 had of that nation. The 
number of Britilh was fmall; but it was the feleCt light 
corps of the army, compofed of chofen men from all 
the regiments, and commanded by Captain Frafer, one 
of the moft dift;inguifhed officers in his line of fervice 
that ever I met with. The inftruB:ions recommended 
the utmoft caution refpeeting poih nnd fecurity of re~ 
treat, attenti0'l againft. expofing the folid pare of the 

C 2 detachment 
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Jetachment to affront, or committing it in any in!1:ance, 
without a moral certainty of fuccefs. I touch with 
tendernefs and with great reluCtance points that relate 
to the dead. My defence compels me to fay, my 
cautions were not obferved, nor the reinforcement ad
vanced with the alacrity I had a right to expect. The 
men who commanded in both inftances were brave 
and experienced officers. I have ever imputed their 
failure partly to delufion in refpect to the enemy, and 
partly to furprife and confequent confufion in the 
troops. 

For further explanation of my motives, and the 
circumftances attending the conduct of the expedition, 

s " I beg leave to refer the committee to the letter laid be
,eedAp- fore the houfe laft year, and more particularly to the 
pen lX . I . 1: h h f'. I No.VIII.prlvate etter laId bel ore t e oUle att:ly .... 
IX. The fame letter will fhew the only refource that reo 

mained for proceeding towards Albany, after the dif
appointment of this expedition, viz. to prefs forward 
a neceffary fupply of provifion, and other indifpenlible 
articles, from Fort George. I fhall bring 'proof to 
your bar to this point, and I truft I fhall fhew, beyond_a 
doubt, that no pomble exertion was omitted. It is not 
uncommon for gentlemen, unacquainted with the pecu
liarities of the country to which I am alluding, to cal. 
culate the tranfport of magazines, by meafuring the 
diftance upon a map, and then applying the refources 
of carriage, as practifed in other countries. I requeft 
permiffion to fhew their miftake. The firft ftage from 
Fort George to Fort Edward is by land. The diftance 
and the roads were defcribed before. At Fort Edward 
the Hudfon's River becomes navigable for a certain ex
tent, and it is the conftant practice in all tranfports 
to refume the water carriage. Were it not, new impe
diments would arife from hills, worfe roads, and fuch' 
an i?creafed dillance, as would prevent the cattle re
curmng to Fort George the fame day. About fix miles 
below Fort Edward lie the falls of Fort Miller where 
there is another carrying-place, which,. though of no 

confiderable 
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conliderable length, makes it necelfary to unload the 
b()ats, to place the contents in carts, and to replace 
them in fre!h boats, at the place the river again admits 
of navigation. The bO:l.ts unloaded, return to Fort 
Edward againil: a rapid il:rcam. 

Upon this !hort il:ate of faCts, gentlemen will judge 
of our embarralfments. In the firil: place, it was ne
celfary to bring forward to Fort Edward fourfcore or a 
hundred boats, as mere carriage-velfels for the provi_ 
fions, each boat made a hard day's work for fix or more 
horCes, including the return of the horCes. At the next 
carrying-place, as above deCcribed, it was necelfary to 
place a confiderable relay of hodes to draw over, firft, 
a portion of carriage-boats, and afterwards the provi
fion, as it arrived. I have not mentioned the great 
number of other boats nectlfary to be brought forward, 
to form bridges, to carry baggage and ammunition, and 
the number of carriages framed to tranfport the boats 
themfelves at the enCuing carrying-places, as we !hould 
proceed to Albany. This will be ihewn in detail at 
the bar, if the committee chule to hear it; and I pledge 
myfelf, it will appear, that the diligence in this jervice 
w.is extreme; that it was performed in the moil: expe
ditious manner pofiible, regard being had to our re
{ources, and that no delay was occafioned by the artillery, 
becaufe the horfes appropriated to it were fupernumerary 
to thofe for which we had carts, and the artillery, not 
already with the army, at lail: was all brought up by 
its own horfes in two days_ 

On the 13th of September, the il:ore of provifion, 
amounting to about thirty days' conCumption, was com
pleted. I have il:ated, in my letter to the iecretary of 
frate, my reafons againft proceeding with leCs quantity. 
And it is now time to enter upon the confideration of 
that object, which is held by fome to be conclufive 
upon the executive part of the campaign~ the palfage 
of the Hudfon's River. 
,. Two errors, 'refpecting this palfage, though of op~ 

polite and incompatible natures, are fuppofed t~ have 
C 3 contnbuted 
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contributed to the ill fuccefs that enfued; the one', the 
error of delay, the other, that of precipitation .. In 
defence alTainft: the firft:, I refer to my effort at Benmng
ton to rr~cure fupplies, and to the impediments, I have 
juft: now ft:ated, after the effort failed. Againft: the lat
ter, I refer to the reafons laid down in my private letter 
to the fecretary of ft:ate, dated 20th of Auguft:. '* The 
Hate of thinas at this important crifis, and my reafoning 
upon it, are ~xprdred fiill more at large in my difpatch 
from Albanv; I will now only touch them {hortly. 
On the one hand, my communications were at an end. 
my retreat was infecure; the enemy was colleCl:ed in 
force, (hey were ft:ongty po!l:ed; Colonel St. Leger 
was retiring from Fort Stanwix. Thefe were difficul
ties, but none of them infurmountab!'e. On the other 
hand, I had diflodged the enemy repeatedly, when 
in force, and more firongly poft:ed; my army was 
c-enfcious of having the fuperiority, and eager to ad
vance; r expeCl:ed co-operation; no letters from Sir 
William Howe removed that expeCl:ation; that. to Sir 
Guy Carleton had never weighed upon my mind, be
caufe it was dated early in April, and confequently 
long b~fore the fecretary of ftate's inftruCtions, which 
I muft have fuppofed to relate to co-operation, coOld 
be received. The letter of 17th of July,'" mentioned that 
General's return to my affiftance, fuould Wafuington 
turn his force towards me; indicated, as I thought, an 
expeCtation of my arrival at Albany; and informed me, 
that Sir Henry Clinton was left at New-York, and 
would aCt as occurrences might direCt. J did not know 
Sir Henry Clinton's force. I did know, that confider" 
able reinforcement might be then expected at New
York from England. After all, fuould co-operation 
from below fail, the whole force of Colonel St. Leger, 
and Sir William Johnfon, was to be expeCted from 
abovl', in time to facilitate a retreat, though not in 
time to affift my advance. Under thefe different rug
g~fiions, and th?fe tqat are more copioufly ftated in the 
dJfpatch, to which J have referred, I read again my 

orders 
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orders (1 believe for an hundredth time) and I was de
cided. 

And I am frill convinced, that no proof that could 
have been brought from appearances, intelligence or 
reafoning, could have jull:ified me to my country, have 
faved me from the condemnation of my profeffion, or 
produced pardon within my own breaft, had I nut ad
vanced, and tried a battle with the enemy. 

I will conclude this fubject, with again afferting upon 
my honour, what I hope to fupport by evidence, though 
it is impoffible to bring pofitive proof to a negative. 
that neither General Frafer, nor General Phillips, ever 
offered, as has been reported, nor can be fuppofed to 
have conceived any objection againft the paffage of the 
Hudfon's River. 

This refolutioll being taken, I truft, the manner of 
approaching the enemy, when explained by witneffes, 
will not be difgraceful to me as a foldier. The action, 
which enftled on the 19th of September, verified my 
opinion of the valour of my army; and I muft. in 
truth, acknowledge, a very refpectable fhare of that 
<J.uality in the army of the enemy. To the general 
defcription given in my difpatch, it will be fit to add, 
by evidence, the peculiar merits of the troops in that 
aCtion. The honour of three Britifh regiments, in con
tinual and clofe fire for four hours, all of them fuffer
.ing confiderable lofs, and one remaining with lefs than 
1xty men, and four or five officers, ought not to lofe 
its due applaufe, becaufe it is faid, their opponents were 
irregulars and militia. 

A viCtory was at laft obtained, but the clofe of day 
unavoidably prevented. any immediate advantages. On 
the day following, it was known from prifoners and de
ferters, that the enemy were in a poft ftrongly fortified; 
but from the thicknefs of the wood, it was impoffible 
to catch a view of any part of their pofition. All that 
could be done, therefore, was to take up ground as near 
them, as the nature of the country would admit with 
regard to military arrangement. It appears from the 

difpatcb 
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difpatch already alluded to, that the army remained' ill 
this potition till the 9th of October, when the ieconq, 
action enfued, employed i" forrifying their camp, and 
watching the enemy, whofe numbers it was now known,' 
had been greatly fi.lperior to ours in the action. 

It m:ly here be aiked, why, as foon as it became 
palpable that no tlfe could be made of the vi¢tory, ! 
did not retreat? . 

It will be fhewn, that on the fecond day afte. the 
action, I received intelligence from Sir Henry Clinton, 
of his intention to attack the highlands about that 
time, and I was' hourly in expe¢tatioll, I thought a, 
juftly founded one, of that meafure operating to dif
lodge Mr. Gates entirely, or to oblige him to detach 
a large portion of his force. Either of thele ~afe~ 
would probably have opened my way to Albany. In 
rhefe circumftances, could the preference upon thefe 
alternatives admit of a mOT1ent's refleCtion? To wait 
fa fair a profped of effecting at laft the great purpofc 
of the campaign, or to put a victorious army, unde~ 
all the difadvantages of a beaten one, by a difficult 
and difgraceful retreat; relinquifhing the long-expeCted 
co-operation, in the very hour of its promile, and 
leaving Sir Henry Clinton's army, and probably Sir 
William Howe's, expofed, with fo much of the fea(oll 
of the campaign to run, to the whole force of Mr. 
Gates, after he fhould have feeo me on the pther fid, 
of Hud(on's River. 

Some of the fame conliderations, aod other conco
mitant circumftances, will, in parr, ferve to account 
for my not attac~ing the enemy during this interval; 
for in this fituation, as in former ones~ my ~ondua 
l1as been arraigned upon oppofite principles. 

The committee will obferve, that after receiving 
intelJigei1\=e of Sir Henry Clinton's defign, different 
meffengers were difpatched by different routes, to ill
form that offiq:r of my fituation, and of the time I 
thought I could continue in it. To have hazarded a 
repulfe, upder fo reafonable an expedation 9f a power~ 

, ful 
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ful diverfion, would, in my opinion, have been very 
unjuftifiable; but when I add, that from the back~ 
wardnefs, or defeCtion, of the few Indians that re
mained, the numbers of rifle-men, and other irregulars 
employed on the enemy's out-pofts, and the ftrength 
and darknefs of the furrounding woods, it had not 
yet been pratticable to gain any competent knowledge 
of their polition, I trult every man will go with me 
ill the fentiment, that all thefe circumftances confi
dered, an attack would have been confummate rafh
nefs. 

Another very powerful reafon, that operated on the 
fide of delay, was the fiate of my lick and wounded. 
N umbers of the latter were recovering faft; many ex
cellent officers in particular; and the more I delayed 
the ftronger I grew. The time a1fo entitled me to 
expeCt Liemenant Colonel St. Leger's corps would be 
arrived at Ticonderoga, and fecrer means had been long 
concerted to enable him to make an effort to join me, 
with probability of fuccefs. 

Upon mature confideration of thefe and other cir
cumfiances attending this period, come to my know
ledge fince, I am clearl}' of opinion, that had the re
inforcements from r:n~!Jnd arrived in time, to have 
enabled Sir Henry Clinton to have effetted the ftroke 
he afterwards 10 gallantly made in the highlands, any 
time between the two attions, I {hould have made my 
way. 

The difpatch alluded to, proceeds to ftate the 
rearon that induced me to make·the moveffient on the 
7th of Ottober. I /hall only add, to obviate a fup
pofed error, in not advancing my whole line, that the 
part remaining in my camp, operated as effettually to 
keep the enemy's right win::; in cneck, from fupport
ing their left, as if it had moved, with this additional 
advantage, that it prel1ented the danger of their ad
vancing by the plain, near the river, and falling upon 
PlY reaf~' . 

I haVe! 
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I have reafon to believe my difappointment on that 
day proceeded from an uncommon circumftance in the 
conduct of the enemy. Mr. Gates, as I have been 
informed, had determined to receive the attack in his 
lines; Mr. Arnold, who commanded on the left, for
feeing the danger of being turned, advanced without 
confultat'ion with his general, and gave, inftead of re
ceiving battle. The ftroke might have been fatal on 
his part had he failed. Bm confident I am, upon 
minute examination of the ground fioce, that had the 
other idea been purfued, I fhould in a few hours have 
gained a pofition, that in fpite of the enemy's num
bers, would have put them in my power. 

Difagreeable as is the necefiity, I muft here again, 
in juftice to my own army, recur to the vigour and 
obftinacy with which they were fought by the enemy. 
A more determined perfeverance than they fhewed in 
the attack upon the lines, though they were finally 
repulfed by the corps under Lord Balcarras, I believe, 
is not in any officer's experience. It will be the bufinefs 
of evidence to prove, that in the part, where Colonel 
Breyman was killed, and the enemy penetrated, the 
mifchief could not be repaired, nor under it the camp 
be longer tenable. 

The tranfactions of the enfuing night, the day of 
the eighth, and the whole progrefs of the retreat to 
Saratoga, will be laid before the committee minutely 
in the courfe of my evidence, as well as every circum
ftance, from the time the army arrived there to the 
Iigning the convention. I have only to premife, that, 
I truft, I fhall be able to prove, to the fatisfatl:ion of 
the committee, that even in this fituation, I had the 
chance of a favourable event. The enemy had· in
tended to attack by the plain of Saratog-a. On the 
morning of the 11th, a confiderable column had 
actually paa:ed the Fifh Kill for that purpofe during 
the fog, whIch at that feafon was regular till fome
time after fun-rife. The intention was prevented 

taking 
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taking place, by intelligence one of their genC'rals 
received from a deferter, that I had a line formed 
behind the brufh-wood, to fupport the poft of artil
lery, which was their immediate object of attack. 
The general infiantly retreated his column, and pre
vented a general action, which my pofition, compared 
with the propofed one of the enemy, gave me reafon 
to hope would have been to my advantage. 

I have likewife a fatisfactory confidence, that I fhall 
demonftrate that the intelligence I ftated to the councils 
of war, refpecting the ftrength of the enemy, did not 
fall fhort in any part, and in fome parts much exceeded 
my own belief, particularly on the only pollible routes 
of my retreat; and that thofe pofts were not taken up 
during my ftay at Saratoga, as has been reported, but 
fome of them previous to the action of the 7th, and 
the reft immediately after it. 

I fhall clofe the whole of this by delivering at your 
table, from the hands of my fecretary, an authen
ticated rerurn of the force of General Gates, figned 
by himfelf, and the truth of it will be fupported from 
ocular teftimony, by every officer of the Bririfh army. 
Many of them are now in England, and after what 
has been infinuated, not to fay charged in this Houfe, 
it becomes the duty of the accufers, not only to ex
amine clofely the officers I have called, but to pro
duce any other witneifes, that in their thoughts may, 
be qualified to fpeak to the good or bad order of the' 
rebel troops, when they marched by in tht:ir prefence, 
to their be:haviour, when oppofed to our troops in 
awon. 

I cannot clofe this long trefpafs upon the patience of 
the committee, without exprelling one hlllnble hope, 
that in forming a judgment upon the whole, or any 
difiinct part of thefe tranfactions, they will be confi
dered as they muft have appeared at the time:; for, I 
believe, where war is concerned, tew men in command 
would ftand acquitted, if any after-knowledge of facts 

and 
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and circumftances were brought in argument againft 
decifions of the moment, and apparent exigencies of 
the occafion. 

I fubmit aU I have [aid, [orne of it, I fear, not 
fufficiently prepared or arranged, with true refpeB: to 
the committee. I fhall not mention all the difadvan
tages, under which I have preffed this buIinefs upon 
their attention. I have cauie to regret the abfence of 
a moil: confidential friend in lVlajor General Phillips; 
zealous advocates, I truft, in Major General Reidefel 
and Brigadier Hamilton. Much of my vindication is 
in the grave with General Fra!er; much with Colonel 
Ackland your late member. I truft my zeal, in pro
moting this enquiry, as I have done, will be one mark 
of the fenfe I bear of the general charaB:er of this 
houfe; that however men may be biaffed by political 
attachments upon common occaIions, when the ho
nour of an individual is committed to their hands, 
they will alone be guided by truth and juftice. And 
the next inference I fhould wifh to be drawn, from my 
earneftnefs for a public appeal, is this; that however 
others may impute errors to my conduB:, I am my .. 
felf confcious of the reB:itude of my intentions. 

EVIDENC£. 



[ 29 ] 

E v I D E N c E. 

Jouis 200 die Mai}, 1779. 

Committee to confider of the {everal Papers which were pre~ 
rented to the Houfe by Mr. De Grey, upon the 19th Day 
of March laft, pur[uant to their Addrefs to his Majefty. 

Mr. F. Montagu in the Chair. 

SIR GUY CARLETON was called in and examined by Ge
neral Burgoyne as follows: 

0.:. DO you recolleCt having received a letter from the {e- I. 
cretary of ftate, mentioning the reafoos that made 

it expedient for you to remain in the province of ~cbec ? 
A. Yes, very well. 
0.:. What was the date of it? 2. 
A. I think the 12th of Auguft, 1776-1 am Cure it was in 

Auguft. 
~ "Vas not the date of that letter long before the return 3. 

of General Burgoyne from Canada to Great Britain? 
A. Yes. 
0.:. During the winter, preceding the campaign of 1777,4. 

\vas flot the artillery prepared at Montreal for field fervice, 
upon the fuppoiition that you was to command the army be
yond the frontiers of the province? 

A. It was. 
Q.: Was the proportion allotted to General Burgoyne for 5. 

£eld fervice more than was intended, had you [0 commanded? 
A. I don't precifely recolleCt that-It does not {hike me 

there was any great difference. 
Q.: Was the quantity of artillery decided on in concert 6. 

with Major-General Phillips, and on his recommendation? 
A. The artillery I had prepared for the campaign, on a 

fuppofition that 1 was to go my[elf, was in concert with Ge
neral Phillips. That department, as well as others, was put 
under the command of General Burgoyne on his arrival; 
and, I [u ppo:e, he followed the [arne method fo far as regard-
ed the artillery. 

0.:. Did 
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7. Q Did General Burgoyne apply to you for troops from 
Canada to garrifon Ticonderoga when he advanced? 

A. He did • 
• 8 Q What was the pu;port of yo?r ~nfwer ? . 

A. That I did not thmk myfelf Juihfied to grant It by my 
ordcrs":""My anfwer will appear more precifely by a copy of 
my anfwer to General Burgoyne. 

9' Q Do you recolleCl: that General Burgoyne informed you 
of the motives on which he proceeded from Skenefborough 
to Fort Fdward by land in preference to the route by Ticon. 
deroga and Lake George? 

A. I do. 
JO. Q Did you concur in his fentiments ? 

A. I remember my anfwer was an anfwer of approba
tion. 

11. Q Do you know of any circumftance of General Bur· 
goyne's military conduCl:, while under your command, that 
you diCapproved ? 

A. I had no reafon to difapprove of any part of his con· 
dua while under my comm~nd. UVithJrew. 
Again called in, and examined by other Members of the Committee. 

12. Q Whether, when you propored to take that train of ar
tillery with you that you have mentioned, it was with a 
view to the reduCl:ion of the forts at Ticonderoga; or whe
ther you propored to have taken with you the [arne train of 
artillery in cafe you had marched forward in the country to· 
ward Albany? 

A. It was with an intention to reduce the forts and lines at 
Ticonderoga; the train of artillery was calculated for that 
fervice. 

1]. lIy Ce- Q Whether you know what proportion of artillery was 
Gcr.l Bur- carried forward by the army under General Burgoyne's com· 
,0YDe. mand after the reduC1:ion of Ticonderoga? 

A. I don't recolleC1:. 
14. Q Would you 110t, in cafe you had reduced Ticond~ro. 

ga and marched forwards towards Albany, have carried witb 
you a train of field artillery? 

A. I probably lhould have taken artillery with me. 
15. Q Had you forefeen a neceffity of fortifying a camp at 

Albany, would you not have carried fome guns of the cali~ 
bre of twelve pounders and light twenty-fours? 

A. It is really a very difficult matter off hand to run into 
all the minute operations of a campaign; every meafure of 
that fort muil ha ve been a matter of confideration and dclibe~ 

ration, 
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ration, and ther"\: are a thoufand circumftances that might 
have determined me upon the ipot-I don't wifh to conceal 
from this Houfe any thing that I would have done-but I hope 
they will confider, that every gentleman may have different 
ideas of the ftate and iituatiGln of the army, as -cxprdfed by 
the queftion aiked, and the leaft inaccuracy of expreffion on 
my part may convey ideas very different from what I could 
wifh-In general, fo confiderable a corps as that was, very 
feldom moves without artillery, but the prcciie number muil: 
depend on a variety of circumftances, which the difcretion 
and judgment of the officer who commands muft deter
mine. 

Q Were not the orders you received from government 16. 
pofitive, for General Burgoyne to march to Albany? 

A. The orders have been publifhed I underftand-Every 
gentleman in this Houfe muft be a judge of thofe orders 
whether they were pofitive or not. 
~ Did you not receive a letter, dated the 5th of April, I 

from Sir William Howe, informing you that he could not 7· 
fend any forc.e to affift the operations of General Burgoyne's 

army? . d f S' W" HI' A. I receive a letter rom Ir Ilham owe re atlve to 
his operations, a copy of which was fent to General Bur
goyne-I think it was not juft in thofe terms, but a copy 
of the letter is on the tahle. 
~ Whether on that information, you confide red that you I~. 

had any difcretionary power to detain General Burgoyne 
after that information? 

A. Certainly not. 
0.:. Whether in cafe of any difficulty that General might 19. 

meet with on his march, there was any latitude given him 
(General Burgoyne) to retreat? 

A. I faid before, that the orders were before the Hou[e, 
who are competent to judge on that point. 
~ Did you yo~~fclf underftand thofe orders to General 20. 

Burgoyne to be polltlve ? 
A. That is giving an opinion upon what perhaps may be a 

queftion in the Houfe; whereas I have already [aid, the 
Hou[e are as competent to judge as I am. 

0.:. Is the Committee to undcrftand from that an[wer, that 21. 
you have any objeCtion of giving your opinion on that 
queftion? 

A. I have an objeCtion to give all opinion on almoft all 
point>. 

Q: Did 
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22; Q; Did you give it iri or,ders t~ Ge~eral Bu~~oyne, iii 

cafe he met with any difficulties dUrIng his march In Canada, 
under your command, not t6 proceed? ". .' , . A. I !hould have taken care that Genetal Burgoyne tnet 
with no difficulties in his march in Canada; nor do I well 
fee how he could. 

23. Q,. "Vhere do the boundaries of the province of Canada 
end? ' 

A. Between the Illinois and Point au Fer. . 
24· Q Is the fort refs of Ticonderoga iri Can::da? 

A. No. 
~,5. Q Did .your commiffion, as commander in chief of tht 

troops in the northern divifion, eitend beyorid the bourida
ries of Canada to Ticonderoga? 

A. That commifiion as commander in chief, 1 underfiobd, 
did extenu (0 far; but by the orders already alluded to, ot 
by thofe which General Burgoyne brought out in the fpring 
1777, I underftood that my command was reftrained to the 
limits of the province, and that General Burgoyne was en
tirely from under )'ny command, as foon as he paffed the Ii. 
mits of the province. 

26. Q Did you apply to the fecretary of flate fot a reinforce7 
ment of 4000 men, as neceffary for the campaign of i777 ? A. I recolleCt when General Burgoyne was coming home 
in the fall of 1776, as I was perfeaIy fatisfied with his 
conduCt in the prec~ding campaign, I talked over with him, 
in confidence, what I thought neceffary for the follo\vingcam. 
paign; among other things I defired him to make a memo
randum to demand 4000 men, as a reinforcement for the 
enfuing campaign, or at leaft for four battalions. I think 
1 have feen thole memorandums were accurately flated and 
laid before the Hou(e. 

2i. Q; What part of thai 4000 men which you thought ne-
• ceffary for the campaign of 1777, was aaually fent out to 

Can·ada in that year 1 
A. I do not accurately remember how many-I think a 

very finall part-You may have a very precile account from 
the return •• 

28. Q Of that fmall part fent in 1777. did not a certain pro
portiOri arrive very late in the year? 

A. Yes, a part arrived late. 
~9. Q After you had received your orders from the fecretary' 

of flate, did yo';! apprehend ,that General Burgoyne, as long 
as he was WithIn the provlOce of Canada, was pofitively 
under your command 1 

A. Yel 
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A. Yes, I did: as long as he WilS in the province of Ca
nada, I looked on him to be pofitively under my command· 
but the load of the expedition being on his ihoulders, I thou"h~ 
it proper that he, in all things ihould direct; and therefo~ I 
gave out immediate orders, that not only the troops he was to 
command out of the province, but all the departments necee. 
fary for the affifting his expedition, ihould comply immedi
ately, and without delay, with every requifition and order he 
Ihould give. The reafon of my doing 10 was, that no time 
might be loft. I only required that they ihould report to me 
"vhat orders they had received from General Burgoyne. I 
believe thofe orders are alfo on the table. 

0.: Will you explain to the Committee what you mean by 30. 
the words, load if the expedition ~'iJ/g on General Burgoyne's 

jhoulden ? 
A. I had no particular meaning; they are words I ihould 

have ufed on any expedition of importance • 
. ~ I~ Gene~al Burgoyne had met ~i~h very confiderable 31• 

(hfficuitles to Impede IllS progrefs WIthIn the province of 
Canada, would you have thought yourfelf juftifiable in giving 
any orders to General Burgoyne, different from thore tranf
mitted to General Burgoyne, through you, from the fecre
tary of ftate?, 

A. Had there been any difficulties in Canada, I would not 
have given him up the command. 

Q. Having given up the command to General Burgoyne, 32• 
and having or.!ered all the troops to obey him, only report-
ing their proceedings to you, would you after that, have 
thought yourfelf juftifiable to change the order to General 
Burgoyne, upon his meeting with great difficulties on the 
frontiers of the neighbouring provinces? 

A. I really did not mean to evade the queflion in the leafl-. 
It did not appear to me poffible that there could be any difficul
ties. I don't mean to fay there could not, from the nature 
of the country, be difficulties in the march that might occa
fion delay, but by the nature of the queftion I underftood dif
ficult;es from the enemy. In that cafe I ihould not have 
thought myfelf juftifiable in giving up the command. . 

Q. If you had heard, that on the frontier~, and within 33. 
the province of Canada, there was the greateft reafon to 
think, that the refiftance of General Burgoyne's army was 
fo great as to make it, in your opinion, exceedingly difficult 
for that general to force his way to Albany, would you think 
yourfdf juftifiable in giving different orders to General Bur-

D goyne, 
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goyne, from thore given by the fecreta~y of ftate; or would 
YOll have tholl(Yht the fecretary of ftate s orders for General 
Burgoyne's ar~y fo peremptory that it would not be proper 
for you to int~rfere ? 

A. If I undcrftood the queftion as it now ftands, it is 
what I would have done, had the province been invaded, or 

. dole on the point of being invaded, and the enemy entering 
the province. 

4 n. The queftion does not mean an invading army, but a 
3 . reiifunce from the enemy to the progreCs of General Bur

goyne's army, in the cafe fl:ated in the laft queftion ? 
A. ' In that cale, that an enemy fhould be found (within 

the limits of my command) I fhould have ordered all the 
troops deftined for the defence of the province, to have im
rne<liately joined thofe deftined for General Burgoyne, and 
have reaifumed the command of all, until thofe obftruC\ions· 
had been removed, within the limits of my authority. 

~). Q Suppole no enemy within the province of Canada, 
.) but pofted in fuch a manner upon the line of communication 

with Albany, as to make it exceeding difficult for General 
Burgoyne to obey the orders given to him, would you think 
yourfelf juftifiahle in giving different orders to General Bur
goyne, from thofe gi ven by the fecretary of ftate; or would 
you have.. thought the fecretary of ftate's orders for General 
Burgoyne's army fo peremptory that it would not be proper 
for you to interfere? 

A. I could not change General Burgoyne's orders one 
tittle, that was my opinion; he received his orders from the 
fame power that gave me my authority; when once he paf
fed the limits of my command, I neither could give him or
ders, nor would he be juftified in obeying them. 

36• Q: IJo you mean the latter part of that anfwer as an an
fwer to a queftion which fuppofes General BurCToyne within 
the limits of the proyince of Canada? '" 

A. 1'<0: while he was within the limits of the province of 
Canada? I. \:,ould have gi ·,en General Burgoyne orders in all 
cales ot dIfficulty and danger. There being no fuch cafe 
when ,<~eneral Burgoyne arrived in Canada, in 1777, nor a 
poffil:;lhty of an event of that fort, I put the troops and 
a!l thmgs under ~is command, which concerned his expedi
tlon, that he mIght arrange and combine their motions ac
.cord~ng to. his oWn plan of operation for the campaign, that 
110 time mIght be loft by any unneceifary applications to me, 

which 
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whi<:h the ftria: forms of my command might otherwiie 
reqUIre. [lVithdrcw. 

Again called in. 
Q" Should yo~, if you had been in General Burgoyne's 37. 

:litu~tlon, and ael:1Og under the orders which you blOW he 
received, have thought yourfelf bound to purfue them im
plicitly, or at liberty to deviate from them? 

A. I fhould have certainly thought myfelf bound to have 
~beyed them to t~e utmoll: of my power; but, to fay as a mi
litary man, that 10 all cafes poffible, I mull: have "one on, is a 
yery nice thing to fay indeed; it mull: have thro;n me, and I 
fuppofe every officer, into a moll: unpleafant and anxious fitu~ 
ation, to have debated within himfelf, whether he was or 
was not to go on. Every man mull: decide for himfe\f. 
What I would have done, I really don't know; the particu
lar fituation, and a man's own particular feelings, mufl: de
termine the point. If I might be indulged, I would beg 
lea ve to fay, that I did not mean to evade any quefl:ion; I 
meant to anfwer direel:ly; yet quell:ions may be put to 
me, of fo delicate a nature, and perhaps no man in the 
world is in a more delicate fituation, with re/peel: to the 
prefent cafe in queftion, and the bufinefs of this Committee, 
than I am; when fuch queftions are put to me, I fhall pray 
the indulgence of the Committee, to be excufed anfwering 
them, but I will not evade them. As I now underftand 
the meaning of the right honourable member in the former 
queftions to be, Whether I fhould have taken upon me to 
fuperfede the King's orders, fuppofing I knew of any unfur
mountable difficulties in the way, as that I had information 
of 20,000 men at Ticonderoga, before General Burgoyne 
left the province of Canada, I fhould have told General 
Burgoyne my information? But it was General Burgoyne 
who was to carry the orders into execution, and not me, 
and therefore it was upon his own judgment he was to de
termine; I fhould have given him my opinion, but I think 
I had no right to give him orders under thofe circumfl:ances. 
Y Q.: Who was it that made the arrangement and difl:ribu- 33. 

tion of the troops that were to be left for the defence of Ca
nada, independent of. thofe under the command of General 
Burgoyne? . 

A. The orders that are before the Houfe are very full, and 
I thou<Tht very clear. The Committee will fee in thofe or
ders the troops taat were deftined for General Burgoyne's 
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expedition, and the troops that were to remain for the defent. 
of the province. 

Q Who made that diftribution ? 
39· A. It came to me from the fccretary of ftate. 
40 Q Did not the orders from the fceretary of ftate go to tilt 
.• detail of the fmalleft pofts within the provinc~ ? 

A. The letter is before the Committee. 
4 I • Qpefiion repeated. 

A. I fhould beg for the letter to be read; I don't with to. 
avoid any quefiion, but I willi to be accurate. 

4.2 • Q Was the diftribution of the; troop.s prefcrihed to you by 
the fecretary of fiate, or left to your dIfcrctJOn ? 

A. In mentioning the number of troops which were to reo 
main in that province, it was there fa ie, that thofe troopi 
would be fufficient for garriioning fuell and fuch places, par· 
ticularizinti them. 

43. Q Did you ever know an inftance, in your military life, 
of a minifier making a diftrihution of troops for the defence 
of a province, without taking the opinion or leaving a great 
deal to the difcretion, of the governor of that province, th~t 
governor being an aC1:ing military officer of very high rank? 

A. 1 neve!' had the honour to correfpond with a fecrelary 
of fiate, till! was appointed to the command Qf that province • 

• 1-4-. Q Whether you was confulted upon the praC1:icabilityof 
penetrating from the frontiers of Canada to Albany hy force. 
with the firength allotted to General Burgoyne for that pur
pofe? 

A. No; ] was not. 
~S. Q are you acquainted with the paJfage from New Yor"

to Canada by the HuMon's river? 
A. I have gone that way. 

46 .. Q Have you obfcrI'cd it with a. view to military opera-
I tlOns ? 

. A •. No.; I never made the tour having any military opert.
tlOns 111 view. 

47. Q Are you acquainted with the forces which Sir William 
Howe had under his immediate command at aAd about New 
York, on the 17thof July, 1777? 

A. l;am not. 
48. Q Suppofing Sir William Howe had I 2,000 effeC1:ive mell, 

bdides a fufficient. force lodged in New York, Staten Wand, 
alld Long Wand, to defend them againfi General Wathing
ton's army, fupp~fing General Walliington'$ army in tbt. 
J"r/ies, near (~Ibhle Town, and thAt Sir William Howe 

had 
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had received accounts of General Burgoyne's fucccfs at 
Ticonderoga, and w:.s acquainted with the orders under 
which General Burgoyne acted, is it your opinion that the 
heft movement Sir William Howe could have made for the 
purpofes of forwarding the execution of the orders, umler 
which General Burgoyne aCted, would have been to have 
failed with his army from New York to Chefapeak Bay? 

A. Had I had the honour to have commanded on that lidt', 
I do not know what I Ihould have done mvtclf. 

Q After you rechved the Iettn f.-om Sir 'William Howe, 4<) 
informing you of his intended expedition to the louthward, • 
Whether Y(}U did expect that Sir William Howe's army could 
co-operate on the Hudton's River with the northern army 
that featon ? 

A. I dOlh know • 
. Q Whether you thought, after the receipt of that letter, 50. 

that it was probable there would be a co-operation from the 
fQuthern army? 

A. I took it for granted, that Sir William Howe knew 
what he was abc;>Ut, and would do what he thought beft for 
the public fervice. I really was fo little informed of all the 
particular circumftances of his fituation and of the provincei 
under his command, that I could form no judgment of the 
propriety or impropriety of his conduCt, or of the effeCl:s of 
his meafures. 

Q Did your information lead you to believe, that the in- 51. 
habitants between Saratoga and Albany, were (0 well affected 
to his Majefty and Great Britain, as that there would be 
much advantage derived from their affif1:ance to the King's 
army in the I?rof~cution of General Burgoyne's expedition? 

A. I had frequent accounts from that part of the country, 
that there 'were numbers ready to take arms and join the 
King's troops if they lhould penetrate fo far. 

Q Do you mean, by penetrating fa jar, to Albany, or to 52. 
the length the army got? 

A. The wl10le extent of the inhabited country, according 
to the information brought to me. .' 

Q Had' you no information that a formidable militia 53. 
might be railed in that coulltr)' to oppole his Majefty's arms? 

A. Yes; I had fuch in (ormation. 
Q Did. you think that the force which General Burgoyne 54. 

carried with him from Ticondcraga towards Albany was . 
fufficient to oppofe fuch force? 
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A. I realIy muft beg leave to be excufed anfwering that 
queftion. 

55. Q: If you had been confulted refpeB:ing General Bur-, 
goyne's expedition, knowing the nature of that country, 
and the force General Burgoyne had, would you or not have 
:ldvi(ed Cuch an enterprize? 

A. I f I had had the honour to commanc in that campaign 
as I had in the former, I don't precife1y know what I lhould 
have done myfe1f. -

56. Q Did you give any advice for employing the favages? 
A. I don't recolleB: that I faid any thing about them. 

[ Withdrew. 

Jovis '2.]' die Maii, 1779. 

EARL of BALCARRAS called in and examined by General 
Burgoyne. 

J. Q IN what ftation did your Lordlhip ferve in the cam. 
paigns in America, in 1776, and in 1777? 

A. I commanded the Britifh light infantry. 
2. Q "Vas the Britifh light infantry continually attached to 

the ~orps under the command of Brigadier General FraCer ? 
A. Yes. 

3. Q Had you occafion to ob(erve that General Burgoyne 
and General FraCer lived together in friend/hip and confi
dence) 

A. Yes; I had. 
4. Q Had you rea(on to believe that General Frarer was 

confulted by General Burgoyne in all material operations? 
A. I had reafon to believe that General Frafer was con

fulted in many material operations. 
5. ; Q. Doe~ your Lordfhip know or believe that the propor

tion of artillery, attached to General Frafer's corps through' 
the whole campaign, was according to his requifitions and 
defires ? . 

A .. 1 underftood from General Frafer, that the proportion 
of. artIllery allotted to him was agreeable to his own requi-: 
fitIons. 

6. Q Do you recolleB: the number of killed and wounded in 
General Frafer's corps,. at the affair of Huberton ? 

A. I ~on't recolleB: ex~0ly; I think it was ~bout ISO. 
,. Q What was your opll1lonof the behaviour of the enemy 

on that day? 
A. Cir-
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A. Circumfianced as the enemy was, as an army very 
hard prefred in their retreat, they certainly behaved with 
great gallantry. 

Q. Was it praCl:icable, the nature of the country, the 8. 
fatigue of the King's troops, the care of the wounded, and 
other circumftances confidered, to have purfued the enemy 
farther after that aCl:ion ? 

A. It was not. 
Q Do you recolleCl: on what day General Frafer'. corps 9. -

rejoined the army at Skenefborough ? 
A. On the 9th of July; I think that it was on that day. 
Q On what day was the aCl:ion at Huberton ; ,10. 

A. On the 7lh of July. 
Q, Do you recolleCl: the difficulties of removing the I I.' 

wounded from Huberton to the hofj)ital at Ticonderoga) 
A. From the diftance and badnefs of the roads, the diffi

culties attending the removing of the hofpital muft have been 
very great. 

Q. Was it praCl:icable, unlefs the wounded had been left 12. 
expofecl to the enemy, to have rejoined the army fooner ; 

A. It was not. . 
Q Does your Lordlhip recolJeCl: how the army was em- '3' 

ployed between that time and the march to Fort Edward I 

A. The Britifh were employed in opening the country 
and mak i ng roads to Fort Anne; 'the Germans under General 
Reidcfcl were detached about fourteen miles to the left. 

Q Do you recolleCl: the poft the enemy abandoned upon r4. 
the, afcent from the Low Country to the Pitch Pine Plains, 
in the march from Fort Anne to Fort Edward? 

A. I do recolleCl: fuch a place. 
Q Had the enemy maintained their ground on :bt poft, 15. 

do you apprehend that a confiderable portion of artillory 
would have been necefr:uy to diflodge them? 

A. Artillery would certainly have been of great ufe to 
diflodge the enemy. 
~ Did you ever fee an infiance, during your fervice in 16. 

America, that the rebels continued twenty-four hours on the 
fame place without entrenching; and was it not alfo their 
general prilCl:ice to add abbaties to their-entrenchments? ~. 

A. The rebels were always indefatigable in fecuring them
fel ves by entrenchments, and in general they added an ab-
batis to thofe entrenchments. t ::) _," 

Q Do you remember the pofition the, enemy abandon~d: Ii. 
at Schuyler's Wand? 

D 4 A. I 
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A. I do remember to have paffed fuch a poft once. 
18. Q Does your Lorclfhip think that pofition could have· 

been forced without a numerous artillery or heavy lofs ? 
A. I do not think it could. 

19. Q FroID the nature of that country, do you thin~ that 
poft could have been turned? , 

A. Not without greatly rifquiDg the boats and portabJ~ 
marrazines. 

20. Q Is itpoffible at any time in that country, and witba 
fmall army, to quit the navigable rivers, without leaving the 
boats and portable magazines expo{ed ? 

A. I imagine it is not. . 
21. Q Did you live in habits of intimacy and communication 

with General Frafer ? 
A. I did. 

22. Q Was General Frafer of a w~rmth and opecnefs of 
temper that generally made him cowmunieative of his {enti. 
ments, when they differed from the fentiments of thofe with 
whom be aCled ? 

A. General Frafer's temper was warm, open, and como. 
municativc, but referved in matters of confidence. 

23. Q Did YOll ever hear General Frafer exprefs difapproba~ 
tion of the meafure of pailing Hudfon's River? 

A. J never did. 
24. Q Was Dot a bridge eollliruCled of rafts, and fpme boat$ 

thrown over that river, a little before the tilll£ of the attack 
on Bennington? -

A. There was. 
25· Q Did not General Frafer's corps pafs the river by tha! 

bridge, and take poft on the heights of Saratoga? 
A. It did. 

26. Q Do you remember that hridge being carried away by 
t\:le torrents and bad weather, whereby the communicatiol\; 
was cut off between that corps and the main body of the 
army? 

A. I do. 
27· Q. Was Gener'll Frafer's corps recalled after that aaion~ 

and obliged to repafs the river in boats and fcowls ? 
A. It was. 

28. Q .. Do yo~ remember General Frafer expreiling his forrow 
for being obhged to return back over the Hudfou's River? 

A. J remember General Frafcr mentioning it with regret. 
~9· Q Had the rear guard of General Frafer's corps been 

attacked during that pair age over the river, would not a. 
. . fOwerf\\\ 
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powerful fire of :millery from the oppofite Ihore have been 
()f great u(e, if not the only means of proteCting them? 

, A. If the enemy had attacked General FraCer, they 
would have fpund him in a very bad pofture; it was impol"
fible to take a better, and, as they could not be Cupported 
by the line, the only means of fafety muft have been to. get 
U,nder' cover of the fire of our artillery. 

Q Was there not an expeCtation and impatience of the 30 • 
troops in general to pafs Hudlon's River, and advance on the 
enemy? 

A. There was. 
Q Was there not a general confidence and alacrity on 31 • 

the occafion ? 
A. There was. 
Q From thefe circumftanccs, and your other knowledge 32• 

of the army, do you not believe that to have made no fur
ther attempt on the enemy would have cau(ed diCappointment 
and dejeCtion in the troops, and refleCtions on the general? 

A. ThO! troops were in the higheft fpirits, and wiilied to 
be led on. 

Q Does your Lordiliip recolleCt the march up to the 33. 
enemy on the morning of the 19th of September? 

A. I do. 
Q Was !be combination of the march fuch, as, that 34-

notwithftanding the paifage of the ravines and the thicknefs 
of the woods, the column of General Fraier's march, and 
!bat of the BritiIh line, led by General Burgoyne, were 
in a fituation to fupport each other, and {peedil y to 
form in line of battle, at the time the enemy began the 
attack? 

A. After the columns had paffed the ravines, they arrived 
at their refpeCtive pofts with great precifion in point of time, 
and every fortunate circumftance attended the forming of 
the line. 

Q How long did that aCtion laft ? 35. 
A. The Britifh were attacked partially about one o'clock. 

The aCtion was general at three, and ended at feven o'clock. 
Q From the nature of the country, was it poffible to 36. 

difcern the enemy's pofition or movements, to form any judg
ment what att.acks were in force, and what were feints? 

A. I think not. 
<4 Did we remain I1lafters of the field of battle? 37. 
A. We did • . " Q: Had 
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38. Q Had the field of. battle been 'well difputed' by the 
enemy? " . ' 

A. The enemy behaved wi~a gr~at obfbnacy and c?urage •. 
39' ,Q Was it too dark to puriue with effect at the time the' 

action ended? . ' . 
".A. It w.as. 

40 • Q Did the King's troops take up ground nearer to the 
enemy, the morning after the action? , 

A. It was rather nearn the enemy. 
41. Q How near were the out-pofts of General Frafer's corps 

to the out- pofts of the enemy from that time to the action of 
the 7th of October ?' 

A. I fhould imagine within half a mile. 
42. Q From the nature of the country, and the fituation of 

the enemy's out-pofts, was it pollible -to reconnoitre their 
pofition? 

A. From the nature of the country, the difficulties at-
tending the reconnoitering muft have been very great. ' 

43' Q Were not the riflemen, and other irregulars, employed, 
by the enemy at out-pofts and on fcou!s, an overmatch for' 
theJndian or provincial troops that were with the army at 
that time? ' , 

A., They were. , 
44. Q Was not General Fr'afer's corps continually at work 

during the interval above-mentioned, in fecuring their own 
pofts, and opening the front to oppore the enemy? 

A. They were. 
45. Q After General Frafer received his wound, on the 7th 

of October, on whom did the command of his corps devolve? 
A. On me. 

46. Q Was you in a fituation on that day, to obferve tlae 
general difpofition of the army, made by General Burgoyne, 
preyious to the aEtion ; , 

A. I remember two redoubts having been ereEted on the 
left, to cover the boats and provillons to enable General 
Burgoyne to make a detachment from his army. 

47. Q Was you in a lit'uation to obferve the dilpofition made 
immediately before the attack by the enemy' 

A. I only recolleEt the fituation of the two battalions of, 
the advanced corps. 

43. Q After the retreat to the lines, were the lines attacked, 
and with what degree of vigour? : 

A. CI he lines were attacked, and with as ,much fury.as 
the fire of [mall arms can admit. 

0.: Does 
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Q: Does yeur Lordfhip remember that part of the line. 49' 
wh~re you commanded, being vifited by General Burgoyne 
dunng the attack? 

A. I don't recolieCl: to have feen General Burgoyne. 
Q: Was the cannon of great ufe in the repulle of the 5" 

enemy in your poft ? 
A. Of very great ufe. 
Q: Do you think that poft would have been tenable next'5l. 

morning, the enemy having pofieflion of Colonel Briemen's 
poll:? -:' 

A. I do not think it would. 
Q: Would the poifellion of the poft by the enemy, toge- 52. 

ther with the poifellion of Colonel Briemen's poits, have 
laid. open the flank and rear of the camp of the line? 

-A; It would. 
, Q Was the retreat in the night, and the new difpofition 53' 

of the whole army made in good order and without lo[s ? 
A. It was. 
Q Did the army remain under arms, and in momentary 54. 

expeaation of battle, the whole of the day of the 8th? 
A_ It did. 
Q Do you remember the confufion and difficulties at- 55. 

tending the line of baggage in the retreat, in the night of 
the 8th? 

A. I do. 
Q Was not the retreat ncverthelefs made in good order 56. 

by the troops, and without lofs ? 
A. It was. 
Q Does your Lordfhip remember the weather, the ftate 57. 

of the roads, the ftate of the cattle, and the difficulty of 
palling the Fifh Kill, in the retreat to Saratoga, in the day 
and night of the 9th? 

A; It rained inceifantly, confequently the roads were bad; 
the cattle were nearly ftarved for want of forage, and the 
bridge over the Fifh Kill had been deftroyed by the enemy; 
the troops were obliged to ford the river. 

Q. Had there been no enemy to oppofe us, or no bridge 58. 
or roads to repair, would it have been pollible, from the ftate 
of the fatigue of the troops, to have continued the march 
far~her immediately after the arrival at Saratoga? 

A. The troops were greatly fatigued, and the artillery 
had beeri left on the other fide of the Fifh Kill. 

Q Why were they left on the other fide of the Fifh Kill? 59. 
A. The 
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A. The bridge had been deftroyed by the enemy; it. was 

exceeding dark, and I do no.t know whether the ford was 
paifable for the artilrcry without being fir.ft examined. 

60 Q, Do you remember tine enemy opemng a battery on the 
• oppohte fide of HuMan's River, and. the circumftances at. 
tendino- the opening that battery? 

A. The corps I commanded was at that time pofted, and 
they fired on us at that time, but I do not know from what 
direCl:ion. 

61. Q, Does your Lordfhip remember the !hot from that bat
tery going over the table when you and feveral office .. were 
at dinner? 

A. I did not dine with General Burgoyne that day-I re
colleCl: hearing a cannon !hot had di/compofed the company' 
at the g;eneral's table. 

62. Q Confequently Inuft not that battery have commanded 
the ford over the Hud[on's River? 

A. I believe I {aid, I did not recol1eCl: from what di,e8ion 
the !hot came, but they had a battery whlich commanded 
that ford. 

63' Q Do you recolleCl: on what day you was called, with 
other commanders of corps, to the firft counciL of war? 

A. On the 13th of Oetober. 
64. Q Was there a {pot in the whole pofition to be found for 

holdillg that ,council, which was not expo[ed to. cantlon or 
rifle-lhot ? . ' 

A. We were not {o fortunate as to find one. 
65. <2.: Do you recollect that General Burgoyne, after ftating 

to the council the difficulties of the fituatlOn, declared, tlrat 
nothing could induce him to propofe terms to the en~m~1' 
without the general concurrence of thi: generals and field of-' 
hcers of the army, and that he was ready to take the lead in 
any meafure they lhould think for th~ honour of the Britifu 
arms, or words to that effeCl: ? 

A. I remember words. to that effeCl:. 
66. Q 'Vas the concurrence unanimo\llS for treating on he-, 

nourable terms? 
A. I hope I !hall ftand juftified with the members of til at , 

council, when I have the honour to declare to this HOl!lfe, 
that our fituation appeared to them fo dec wed as not to ad-. 
mit of one diffenting voiCe". 

67· .Q When Colonel Kiogfton brought hack the firft propo
filion, wherein it was fpe!:ified by Major General Gates, _tlrat 
the army fhould lay down their arms in their intrenchments 

and 
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and furrender prifotlers of war, does your Lordthip remem
ber, that General Burl!;oyne, when he read them to the coun
cil, declared, he would not fet his hand to thofe conditions~ 
or words to that etfec9: ? 

A. I think the words of the propofal from General Gates 
were, That the Britifh army fhould be ordered, by word of 
command from their adjutant general, to lay down their arms 
in the entrenchments. It was rejec9:ed with difdain by Ge
Beral Burgoyne, and the council con.:urred in his indigna
tion. 

0..: Were the counter-propofals, penned by General Bur- 68. 
goyne, unanimoufly approved of? 

A. They were. 
0..: When thofe propof.1ls had been agreed to hy General 69' 

Gates, but copies not figned by either party, do you remem
~)er General Burgoyne informil'lg the council of intelligence 
he had received from a fj)y in the night, and fubmitting to 
their confideration, whether it was conlifient with public 
faith, and if fo, expedient to fufpend the execution of the 
treaty and truft to events? 

A. r do remember it. 
0..: Does your Lordfhip recolleCl: what was the refult of 70. 

that confideration ? 
A. The determination of the council, en the queftion 

being put, was, that the public faith was bona fide plighted. 
0..: Though that was the opinion of the majority, was 71. 

there not a difference of opinion in the council? 
A. There was. 
0..: Were the opinions of the feveral commanding officers 7'1.. 

afkcd refpec9:ing the condition of their refpec9:ive corps, and 
what might be expec9:ed from them feverally in defperate 
cafes? 

A. It was. 
0..: Was there not on that queftion alfo difference of Opl. 13. 

nion? 
A. There was. 
0..: After the Convention took place, did your Lordfhip 74-

fee the army of General Gates pafs in review before General 
Burgoyne and General Phillips? 

A. I did. 
Q: From the manner and filence of their march, the or- 75. 

der obferved in keeping their divifions, and an apparent at
tention to their officers, did that army appear difciplined ? 

A. They marched in good order and were Client, and 
3 fcemcd 
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feemed to pay attention to their officers. 'Thefe are e1fen~ 
tial points of difcipline, but I faw nothing farther of it. 

76., 0.: From the general behaviour of the reJ;>el troops in the 
different aetions in which you was prefent lfl the courfe of 
the campaign, did you think them difciplined and refpeeta
ble troops? 

A. When I anfwered the lal1: queiion, I fpoke to the man
reuvre I faw upon the fpot. At all times when I was op
poCed to the rebels, they fought with great courage and ob
ftinacy. 

77· Q Judging" by your eye, and the time the rebel army 
was marching in review, did you form any judgment of their 
numher? 

A. It requires great experience to make a computation of 
numbers by feeing them pafs: as far as I could judge on the 
occaiion, they fcemed to me to amount to thi rteen or four
teen thoufand rank and file under arms. 

78• Q Has your Lordihip reafon to know or believe, that 
the troops that paired in review were exclufive of thofe corps 
that had been pofted on the other fide of the Hudfon's River? 

A. They were exclllfive of thoCe corps. 
Examinea by other Members of tbe Commillte, and by 

General Burgoyne cC"{jic;zai!),. 
79. Q What was the general opinion of the army of General 

Burgoyne's behaviour in aetion and in diflicllity ? 
A. It appeared to me, that General Burgoyne always pof

f~ifed himfdf in every ~tuation of danger and difficulty, and 
I may venture to fay, It appeared fo to the army. 

80. 0.: Had General Burgoyne the confidence of the army? 
A. He had. 

8 I. Q After the arrival of the troops at Cambridge, wer,e the 
officers and ioldiers of the army fatisfied with the general'. 
efforts to contribute to their comfort, and redrers th~ir grie
vances? 

A. They were. 
82. 0.: Was the army fatisfied with the general's behavIour 

.at the coUrt-martial held on Colonel Henley) 
A. He earned on that profccution in perfon, and as fuch 

they were fatisficd with him. 
83· Q Did your Lordfhip ever hear any officer or {oldier of 

!hat army expre(s any dilfatisfaetion at the general's return
mg to England? 

A. I did not. 
84· Q Does your Lordihip think that the officers of that ar

JQj 
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my wiih to have their refpective merits ftated to their Sove-
reign, by the general iIi pereon who had the honour of com-
manding them> ' 

A. It was the willi of that army that General Burgoyne 
ihould go to Europe, to juftify not only his own conduct, 
but the conduct of the army he commanded. 

Q Does your Lordihip apprehend, that the return of85. 
General Burgoyne to that army, under perfonal difgrace, 
and without any diftribntion of preferment among the di
ftinguifhed officers of that army, woula be any fort of con
rolation to the troops under captivity? 

A. General Burgoyne, at all times, ihared the dangers 
and afflictions of that army in common with every foldier ; 
as fuch they looked on him as their friend, and certainly 
would have received him in perfon, or any accounts of him, 
with every mark of affection. -

Q Your Lordihip having faid that if the rebels had main- 86. 
tained their poft, at the arcent from the Low Countries to 
the Pitch Pine Plains, in the march from Fort Anne to 
Fort Edward, artillery would have been of great ufe to dif
lodge them; will your Lordlliip hey what kind of a:~;:;ery, 
of what calibre, would have been necdfary for that pur
pofe? 

A. Any of the artillery officers now under the order of 
the Haufe can give a much more fatisfactory an[wer to that 
queftion than 1 poffibly can. 

Q Did you lee that poft ? 87. 
A. I think I faid I did fee it. 
Q With what kind of work was that poft fortified? 83. 
A. I fpoke of it merely from its iituation. 
Q Were there then any works or nOlle? 89' 

- A. I don't recollect there were any works. 
Q If the army, after taking Ticonderoga, had been em- 90. 

barked, and proceeJed direaly to South Bay, would there 
have been any occafion to have attacked the poil at Pitch 
Pine Plains at aJl ? . 

A. The army did proceed by South Bay, excepting a de
tachment of General Frafer's corps, and fome Germans to 
fupport him; and the army aifembled at Skenefborough on 
the 9th or 10th of J ul y. 

Q. Was it neceiJary to go to the poft at Pitch Pine Plains, 9 (. 
in order to go to South Ba y ? 

A. They had no fort of connection with each other. 
Q. Might not the army have proceeded to Fort Edward,92. 

4 and 
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and omitted the attack of that pafs, fuppofing it had been 
meant to be defended ? 

A. There were two routes to Fort Edward. Generat 
Burgoyne might frill o-b the fame route without any ned:ffitl 
of attacking that poft, as there might have been many di -
ferent ways of dil10dging the enemy from that polt WIthout 
attacking it. 

93' Q In how many inflances do you remember the rebels 
defendino- their intrenchments after they had made them? 

A. We never got a view of any of their intrenchmenti 
but fuch as they had voluntarily abandoned. 

'94. Q ls it then to be underftood that they never defended 
any entrenchments? 

A. They never did. 
95- Q Did you ever hear General Frarer exprefs his appro

bation of the pafling the Hudfon's River? 
A. I never did. 

96. Q Did you ever hear General Frafer exprefs his appro
bation of the Bennington expedition? 

A. That detachment was made, and the bufinefs con-
cluded, before I ever heard of the projeCt or execution. . , 

97. Q Have you occafion to know, when the firft detacn
ment was lent out under Colonel Ba.ume, where they were 
ordered to rejoin General Burgoyne, after they had per
formed th~ fervice they were fent on ? 

A. I don't know. 
98. Q \Nhether, in your Lordlhip's opinion, after the lOIS 

the rebels had fuftained over night, in the attion of the 19th 
of September, if the)' had been attacked briikly at break of 
day, the next day, there was a probability that they could 
have fiood their ground? 

A. I have not hefitat~d to give an opinion upon fuppofed 
matters, which mufi have been attended with evident and 
demonfirablc con(equences; but I beg the indulgence of the 
Houfe in declining to give allY opinion upon any queftion 
relati ve to fpeculation or judgment. Had any general of
ficer of that army under General Burgoyne been prefent in 
this country, I fhould have confined myfelf merely to the 
man~uvres of the corps I commanded. As there is nQ ge
neral officer here, I wiih to give this Houie every informa
tion confiftent with my rank in the army. 

99. Q Had you any information that might indicate to you 
that the rebels were prepared to decamp after the attion of 
the 19th of September? 

, A. I 
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A. I was ignorant of any fuch intelligence being received. 
Q Hac! you any information of their baggage being pack- 100. 

cd up? 
A. I have already anfwered, that I had no information at 

all about it. 
Q In the ~Ction of the 7th of OCtober, on which fide did 101. 

the r..::heh force our lines and rJlake Cl_Iodgmcnt? 
A. The lines to the ri~ht were JloT'me(i and carried. 
Q \\'erc the line, att;cKcd to the left) 102. 

A. 'To the !eft of that peft they were, but not tothe left 
of the ~rrny. 

Q Did' not the pone/lion of Fort Edward, and the coun- r03' 
try thereabouts, rut off the retreat of any garriion that might 
have been in Fort Geor:"o 1 

A. It c nooc btedl y d'I~1 ? 
Q Had the ar "y proceeded to Fort George by Tieonde- 10-1-, 

roga and Lake Gcnrgo, might not the enemy have remained 
at Fort George tiil the tre:1ch~s were opened, and have fiill 
had lhcirretre:lt 1c.c'Jrc? 

A. Th:tt is a nntter of opinion upon rpeculation. 
Q Do you n'lt think that the Briti!h army, being well ro~. 

provided with ~rtillcry, \\'3S a p:-ohable rcaion for their not -
defending entrenchment, ? 

A. The realon they did not defend their entrenchments 
was, that they always marched out of them and attack
ed us. 

Q Does your Lordfhip think it would have been ad- r06. 
virable, in point of prudence, or jufi to brave troops, who 
had rllffercd ievere lots, to attack an enemy the morning af-
ter that lOis, pofted within entrenchments, which it was im
poffible to reconnoitre, 

A. That attempt wa. tried on the 7th of OCtober, and 
did not (uececc!. 

(-L v\'-ere not the enemy reinforced bet· . .,.ecn the 19th of 1°7, 
Septcmbu and the itl! of OCtober) 

A. I think it i, likely th"/ n'Cl'e. 
0.: \Vere they lil;,,I), t,) 1 , 1n he:tter (pirits to repel an at- 103. 

t~ck the dO'i "ftcr r'J(\' he,,] hu n repulied with great lorI, or 
whcn they had been 'reinfcr.-d, and jl;en an army lie three 
weeks inaCtJlT in their camp) 

A. I do not jucl,;c of the (pirit of th: enemy but when I 
was oppuCed to them 111yidf. 

0.: On thefidl: day of the action, when the enemy \vas r09' 
E repdfed 
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re.l?\llr~ on the 19th of S~ptemberf hild npt our army fuf. 
fe~ed very contiderably ? -

A •. They fuff'ered very contiderable lors. 
110 •. :~.-Was not the army recruited, and in better order, on 

the 7th of OCtober, than they were on the 20th of Sept* 
b~r 1 . . 

A. Numbers of the men who had been wounded and diC~. 
bled ill the aCtion of the 19th, joined their corps on the 7th 

. of OCtober. . . 
JIt •. '0..:. Was the behaviour of the e!lemy, oppoCed tei. your 

Lordiliip, in the aCtions you have feen, fuch as to mak,c 
them c(;mtempcible in the eye of a foldicr.? . 

A. 1 have already mentioned, that they fought at.all times 
witil courage and obftinacy. _ 

112. Q Whether the behaviour of the enemy was fuch as to 
· m'lke advantages obtained by them over his Majefty's troops 
more humiliating and.diq~raceful to the Britilh arms than the 
fame advantages obtained by an e'lual number of any qthcr 
troop'? , 

A. I !Dyfelf felt more humiliation until I confide red that 
· thofe advantages proceeded from the nature of the country, 
and not-from the wimt of zeal or bravery in the Britiili 

· troops? . 
I I 3' ~. Whether the enemy's troops were fuch bad troops as to 

.m~~e it more difgraceful to have an advantage obtained hy 
them over the King's troops than by the like number of any 
other enemy over a like number of his'Majefty's tro.ops in 
the. fame circumftances of cpuntry ? 

A: The advantages gained by the rtbels over the Britilh 
troops proceeded from their local tituation, and not from thc 
want of courage in the Britiili troops. We were taught hy 
:uperience that neither their att;l.cKs nor refiftance was to bl 
defpifed. . 

lI4.~. Did you ever ferve againft any other troops? 
A. '1 commenced my fervice in America. . 

lIS. Q.: Whether the army under General Burgoyne, in ge
neral, .expeCted co-operation in their efforts to go to Albany, 

· from the army under the command of Sir Will.iam Howe? . 
. A .. ~eneral Burgoyne gave it out in general orders, that 

he had every reafon to believe that powerful armies wcr.c 
«Ct}ng in .eo-operation with the army he had the hono.9r to 
command. 

u6. ~ DP you know at what time that order was given ollt I 
-. A. Tho 
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. A. The adjutant general's books will ihew it: I think it 
was,about the 3d of OCl:ober. 
~ Does your Lordfhip believe that if the army under 117. 

General Howe had co-operated 'up the North River with the 
army under General Burgoyne, that the army under Gene
ral Burgoyne would have been obtiged to have made the con
vention it dip? 

A. That is a matter of judgment. The army looked for
ward to that co-operation, which they were led to underftand, 
b.y the orders General Burgoyne had given out, with pleafure. 

Q What was the general 'opinion of the officers of the 118. 
army in which you ferved, on that fubjeCl: of co-operation? 
. A. I do nO,t think my rank in the army entitles me to give 
my opinion on that fubJet!: ; 1 ihall ftilliefs prefume to give 
that of others." [Withdrew. 
, Then he was called in again; and fevoral parts of the ex
amination, particularly that which immediately follows the 
place where it is faid that his Lordfhip was examlUed by other 
,members of tlie Committee, were read, and then the laft 
queftion whi~h ,"as put to' his L0rdfhip immediately before 
he withdrew, was repeateu, with this addition, "To the 
beft of your recolleCl:ion and information." 119. 

A. I have ,already declined anfwering that queftion. 
~ When did you firft kn9\Y' that there was to be no co- 120. 

operationfroin 'General HO\ye's army, and that'Sir William 
Howe had carrl~d his army to Chefapeak Bay? 

A. I did no't' know that we were to expeCl: no co-operation, 
until after the convention was figned. 

Q: When did you firfthear that Sir William Howe was 121. 

gone to the fouthward}. " , .' 
A. It was reported fo In the army~bout the beglUUlng of 

the campaign, before we croired the, nver. ' . 
Q When was that report firft confirmed fo as t.omake It 1"'2. 

a matter of belief? 
A. 1 never knew it was confirmeu at all.: " , :, ,~. 
Q W~e~her you yourielf was not furprifed or clifappo}nt7 123. 

ed or both; when you fid1: uncled1:ood that there Was not to 
be' any co.oper.ltion from Sir William Howe; bu~.~hat ,Sir 
WIlliam Howe's army was gone to Chelapeak Bay? ' " 
. , [lFithdmv. 

. dgain ca1!ed in. . 
Q Whether you yourfe1f was furprifed or difappoin"ted, 124. 

or bo~h, wlll!n you firft hearc! tha~ Sir 'William Howe's army • 

was gone toChefapeak Bayl a L:'l~ c"l5mi;, A. I 
.. ;"";l! 
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A. I neither Knew the obje8: of the caITipaign nor irs ex

?eC1:a1iQns, . al)d, ther~fo<:e cann~t" fpeak,tP an y manreuv~i: dE 
~, \vhich I,·could QO~ &I).OW t1;e t~ndency. '\ 
125. Q Did lh, inny in gcneral'eitjnefs thelnfch'es pleared at 

the news of Sir William Howe's being gone t6 Chefapea~ 
Bay?' .' 

A. The <l.nfwer to the laft queftion', as it re)at~s to me in 
particular, relates to them in. genc:,ral. .' .. :. ' 

126. Q 'Whether your LordiI\.ip; as arnatt'er of fill, mthe: 
. eoniideration you had in the ~rmy,ori the hews of :Sir Wil • 
. liarn Howe's bein!? gone to <;I}efapeak Bay, hbrd'tliore-you 

converfed with ex!?rc(s thcmfelves pleafed, or talk of that ex
pedition to Chef:'pcak, :a~ a powerful co-operation with ,Ge
neral Bur.goy ne ? 
, ' A. I tl}i~k tPat queftioll)s fully an[~Y~red iii the two pre~ 
ceding one.. .' '. . ' ' 

127.. Q 'Whether you did not think General 'Ho..\re's fighting 
General V\-an1ington's gr<.nd army at the battle of Brandy. 
wine, was a very capital co~operation wi"th the anny unde~ 
General Burgoyne? .. , 

A. 1 wa~ not at BrandYl'vine.' , _ 
I28. Q Wh<:the,r 'X.ou was not furpriferl wnei:l you retUrned 

home to thIs copntry, to learn that the fecretary of ftate for 
the Ameri~an department, 'had information from General 
Howe,' of hi~ intentions of going to the fouthward, before 
Genera) ,B,urgqyne departeq from this country, and neve'r 
communicated that information to General Burgoyne before 
his dep'lrture for Callaa:i'? . ," 

A. J have the honourio'hand before this Houfe as alliili. 
t'FY, man, an(l not as apoliti~ian, al)d cannot anfwer any 
qudtion but thofe r,clative tO,my, own profeffion • 

.l:1t9. , Q;,,;Wh;l~ ~"a.s your Lordihip's opinion of the fpirit of 
your own corps? , , 

A. The opinion I gave in the council of war,' relativ.t'to 
"~l t~e fpirit,of ¢ecorps I commanded was, i:h~t they were;wil-
- llOg and ze,alous to undertake anYih 

enterprl(e that Gene~~ 
Burgoyne would plea(e t,o emplp:y t em upon. .' 

[30. Q When advice was, r~~eiy:d tliat Sir Henri Clintonwas 
coming up the North River, dId you apprehend the treaty of 
convention had gone fo fa. that it could not be broken? 

A.: !'1Y o,Pil!iqn .was1.\~ith l'e~peC1: to. t4a~ ~ueftion,t,bat 
aft r;J,htarY" ~ego~I,atI~n~ wnc, fall' and Ju~ifiable, to Iljake 
aeIa~s ~nd to gam tl1~e; I therefore. thought' arid declared. 
my, ientIments, that General Burgoyne was 'at~fu1l1ibei'ty to 

break. 
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break off that treaty in the ftage it then WflS; aQd I coutd 
not conceive that. the public faith was eng<lgcd, until the 
treaty was aaua1\y ftgned and e~changecl. 

Q Whether the opinion .of General Blltgoync. of Gene- 131. 
ral Ph~lIips, of .Br~gadie.r Hamilton ... and .ce~eral. other oili- ~~r?:.:':'l 
cers, did not cOIncide with your opmlOn 111 all the matters .). 
com prifed in the laft q ueftion ? 

A. As General Burgoyne feerns defirous that I lhould an
ewer that queftion, I declare his fentimentli were the fame 
with thofe r have now delivered. I hope that the other 
members of that council will foon be in a fituation to frand 
forward and tp declare the opinion thilt tlicygilve on that 
and every other queftion. 

Q, Wh.en the queftion relative to the point of public faith 132. 
was decided, by th,: majority of .t~e counc.il, was not the :~rG:~eral 
concurren~e for figmng the conventIOn unammous ? g jn', 

A, It was, 
Q, Wha~ day was it firf!: known that Sir Henry Clinton J 33. 

had taken the highlands, and w~s corning up the North Ri
ver? 

A. In the night of the 16th of Oaober. [Wit·hdrew. 

CAPT AIN MO~EY called in and examined by Ge~,ral 
Burgoyne. 

Q WAS not you deputy quarter n1aftergel;l~ral of the 1. 

army under General Burgoyn~, in 1177 ? 
A. I was. 
Q After Lieutenant CQloriel Carleton returced to Cana- 2. 

,la, was you tbe fuperior officer in that dep.mment ? . 
. ~Iw~ . . 

Q A~ fuch, did you make it your bufine{s f~orn the be- 3. 
ginning of the campaign to get a knowledge of the c;6untry ? 

A. Whene~er therci was any occafioll to obtalO the know
ledge of allY particular part of the country, a. p~r,ty was al
ways fent with. me for that purpofe, but .the woQds Were 10 
ihick that. it WAS irnpoffible to go without a party. , 

Q Was you well acquainted with the country b\:tween 4 • 
.skelilefborougb and Fort Edward? . 

11. I was; , ' . 
- Q Mow long was the army employed III makIng the roads 5. 
praaicablc ;between Skene!borough and Fort J£d.warcl ? 

C' A. About fill: or feven days in making the road between 
Skene!borough and Fort Anne, and between Fort Al)ne and 
OJ; , " . E 3 Fort 
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Fort E"dward: I do not believe the army was delayed an 
hour on that account; there was a very good road made by 
the rebels the year before, between Fort Anne and Fort 
Edward, in which road the rebels had cut down fome few 
trees which took the provincials in our army fome few hours 
to clear.' 

6. Q Does not the polfeffion of the country in the neigh~ 
bourhood of Fort Edward necelfarily prevent the retreat of:l 
garri(on that might be in Fert George? 

A. It prevents the getting off any artillery or ftares; but 
a garrii'on might get through the woods, in care we were in 
the polfeffion of the grololnd in the neighbourhood of Fort 
Edward. 

7. Q Did not the garrifon of Fort George evacuate the fort 
upon the appl'Oach of the King'. troops toward Fort Ed
ward? 

A. I heard they did; I was not near enough to fee. 
8. Q Had theanny taken their route hy South Bay, Ticon

deroga, and Lake George, how many bateaux do you ima
gine it would have taken to carry the troops iGlely over Lake 
George, excluuve of proviuons and ftores ? 

A. I think between three and four hundred, which ba-' 
teaux muft have been carried up out of Lake Champlain to 
Lake George. 

9· Q. What time would it have taken, as you imagine, to 
have drawn thore bateaux over the land, between Lake 
Champlain and Lake Georg!", with the hor(es then at Ti
conderoga? 

A. 1 fuppofe a fortnight~Fourhundredbateaux. 
10. Q:, Though there were no troops palfed over Lake George. 

how long did it take before the firft tranfport of provifions 
arrived at Fort George? 

A. I can~t recolletl: precifely. 
S I. ~ Confi.d~ring the length of time it took to tranfport the 

proy"dions,' Without the troops, over Lake Georo-e, was not 
the army forwarder in their way to Albany, in pgint oftime, 
by the rou:e they' took, than they could have been by thl: 
rOute of Ticonderoga lind Lake George?, , 

A. I have already faid,' that it would take a fortnight to 
tranfport ~he 400 batea~x from Lake Champlain to Lake 
George; It tlJ'ereforewould have delayed the army a fort
night longer than ther were delayed to have returned from 
Skeoefborough by TIconderoga; and gone acrofs Lake 
George. ' 

Q=, Was 
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, 'Q Was you commi1fary of horfe, as well ail deputy 12. 
quarter mafter general? 

-A. I was. 
Q: \Vhat is the nature of that department? 13' 
A. It was to take charge of all the horfe" furnifhed by 

contraCt for General Burgoyne's army, by any letter of in
:!huCl:iollS from General Burgoyne. I am direCted to give 
proper orders and direCtions to the drivers, furnifhed by that 
cOlltraCt, for the purpo(e of tranfporting provifions and ftores 
brought to Fort George for the ufe of the army. , 

Q Did you report from time to time to Major General 14. 
Phillips, and take orders from him, a~ well as from General 
Burgoyne? 

A. Yes. 
Q. \Vere not the orders from both the generals invariable, 15. 

pr~cife, and preffing, for ufing all poffible diligence in for
warding the tranfport of provifions ? 

A. They were. There was' one order which I will read, 
_s it will fully ani"wer that queftion: it is dated Auguil: the 
18th, Duer.Camp, and is in thefe words; " It having been 
" a praCl:ice for officers to order to be taken from the provi
" fion train, in the fervice of the King for this army, the 
" carts and horfes, for the carrying baggage and other pur
" pofes, to avoid for the future the d,wger and inconve
" niences to the (ervice, it is in the moil: pofitive manner 
" ordered, that no cart or horfe are to be ufed but for the 
" public tranfport of the army; nor is any officer, acei. 
" dentally coming to any particular poft, to interfere with 
" the provifion train, in any other manner than to give it 
" every aid andaffiftance, which he is on all occafions to 
" do." 

,Q; Was not the tranfport of merchandize, and eV€1l fut- 16. 
lers' il:ores, as well as .of officers' baggAge, pofitivcly fQrbid 
till the tranfport of provifion fhould be over? 

, A. There was fuch an order, and a feizure made of two 
,b~rrels of Madeira, and two barrels of rum, which were or
dered ,to the hofpital. 

Q: Do you ,recollect General Burgoyne's expreffing, at 17. 
feveral tillles, parti~ular. anxiety' on the f\l~jea of expediting 
th.e tranfport,\>f provifion~ ? . 

'. A~ I ~~ reUJember once tQ jJa~!! :he~rd Gen~r~l :Burgoyne 
elfp.ref~ hl~ ~oqcern at our no~ bemg able: to .bnng forward 
ag~ater q)llln,tin: of provi1ic;m.~el1able him to. proceed with 
¢e army.-I do recollea 10 have beard him fay with very 
, E 4 great 
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gtu~ earmeil:ne(s to Gen€ral Philiips and Colonel Carlet6n, 
that one month's provifion at that particular time (it yvai 
about the latter end of Auguil:) would be worth 100,0001. 
to Great Britain? .. , 

18. Q Do you think that t?e commijfary~fthe waggons, and 
other ca.triages, was authonfed to buy or hire ox-teams whetJ 
ever they could be had, and that all draught cattie taken; 
w€re appropriated to the tran(port ? .. 

A. H€ received (uch dire61:ions. 
19' Q,. How many carts and OX-learns could be muil:ered· at 

anyone tiime ? .., . 
A. I think only 180 carts could'at anyone time be mu

ftered ; the number of ox-carts I really forget, but I believe 
between 20 and 30. 

~O. .Q,. About how many days' provifion for the troops, and 
all other penons fed from the King's ftores, could that num. 
ber of carriages convey; , 

A. There never was any trial made, but if I may pre
fume to judge from tne proportion brought forward, over 
alll'! ·above the daily (!onfumption of the army, fhould f1ljl
pore all thofe carriages would not carry more than four days 
provifion at moil:. f·am fpeaking at random, as no trial'was 
made. 

:21. Q Did it not fome~inlC~~ happen, from accidents of wea
ther, and roads, and the tired ftate of the cattle, that 'not 
more lihan one day's provifioll ·could be brought forw~ in 
a day ? .•... .' 

A:.. It did. 
2:1.. Q, How many hours did it t'ake, Ol)e hour with another, 

to draw a bateau from Fort George to Fort Edward r 
A. In ~eneral abou~ fix. .. 

23. ~ Was not the unloadi;ng the carts a~ Fort Edward; .and 
embarking the contents i!l h1\teaull'. onloadirrg the bate~~* 
~t the upper falls of Fort M1lIer, and a fecend time unlC;>8d1 

1~g; them at the lower.falls, dilatory. as it w~s, a, !I1ore ellpc
dm(:lUs method Iohan· it ·.,·.'mild M'Ve bem to have carried the 
provifions the whole way il) carts? .' ") : . 

. ', A. ldo appreltc:ndit witSnot'poJrrb1e, tn the fe~b1e.4!atc 
:{ funnd the ho~fes fUfnlil'tel:Fby' ~oritr<\'8', to have brodg~\ 
forward the dally conful,1lptiop. of l»"ovifipns (or thoi): 'Briny 
~~n to Fort Miller. gJI't~e Dlonthof Arignfl:; in the/lat
ter e~d of that rno~th, at.VJli1ch l time 1 was appointed a 
Clommdfury general -df'·hotfe, 1mildt;, on t~e firft of SeT!· 
'. . . ~:.:~,;,.:, . -. ' ~mbCr'~ 

+-:i 
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't~mber,' a 'generainiufter, and founa 30 horfes linfen'icea-
bit;, from fati~.ue ,and hard labour: " 

Q; Was die tranfport of provi,fions at any time Impeded 24,. 
by the bringing forward the artiJlery from Fort George i 

A. The artillery had a feparate 'contraa for horle" with 
:which they' brought forward their own frores. I don't recol
lea that any 'part of the provifion-train was ever employed 
iu bringing fo~w,!nl artillery or artillery frores. 

Q, Was it p6flible, with the means we had, to collea a 25. 
month's ftore of provifions fooner than it was collected? 

A. I believe not, without the utter ruin of th~ ho,rfes fur
nifhed by c~ntract for the pl.1rpofe of tranfporting ftmes. 

Q; Was ydu prelent in the action of the 19th .of Septem- 26. 
ber? ' 

A. I was. ' ·"elI .. • 

Q, Did the enemy difpute the field that day with obfii- 27. 
nKy? . ' 
. A. They did, ana the fire was much heavier than ever I 
faw it any where, unlefs at the affair of Fort Anne. 
o Q, Do you know how long the re~iments of the Britiih 28. 
line were under that fire? 

A. The three Eritifh regiments (the 20th, 21ft, and 62d) 
were engaged from three o'clock in the afternoon till feven in 
the evening; and whilfi I was a prifoner I heard the rebel 
quarter-mafier general fay, they had nine different regiments 
in the field, oppoCed to the three Britifh I have named. 
: .Q, Do you know the lofs the three Britiih regiments fu[- 29. 
tamed? 
, A. I can't f<lY. 
Q; Do you remember the ftrength of the 62d regiment 30. 

when they caOle out of the aaion? 
:, A. I can't fpeak to the particular ftrength of the regiment 
when they came out of action; but I heard that they were 
not 100 rank and, file. 
, Q'How many officers were left in that regiment at the 31. 
~nd of the action? . 

,A. I can~t anfwer that queftion. . ~ . . .' 
Q; From the general ftate of the three Bntlih regiments, 32. 

do you thin~ tqat they ,",ould have been in ,a proper conditioll 
~oh,ave :\ttack~d the'enemy the next n;t?rOlng ? , 
, 1\. Certainly not ;"nor to go on any fcrvice whatever. 
~, J\bollt :~4oi',t tiOle qfthe day did ,the enemy finally ~ive 33. 

~ay. 
A. They 

57 
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- A. They gave way very often; finally about feven in 
the evening. , 

34. Q, Was it pratticable, at that time of tile evening,. and in 
that kind of country, to have pur[ued? 

A. 1 /hould think not. ' ' 
35. Q, Was you not often employed, between the day o~ tha~ 

attion, and the attion of the 7th of Ottober, to reconnoitre I, 
A. ,1 was. 

36. Q, iNa~ you able to obtain a view of the enemy'spoli
tion ? 

A. I obtained a view of the polition of the right of the 
rebel entrenchments. 

37. Q, What was the nature of their polition to the right, 
with regard to entrencnmenrs ; 

A. They were pofted on a hill that came very near the 
river. On the top of the hill was a ftrong breafi-lVork, at 
the foot an abbatis. 

38. Q, Did it appear to you that that wing of the enemy was 
attackable ? 

A. It is a quefiion that is fcareely in my line of fervice to 
anf\vet; but as there are no general officers, nor older officers 
thall myfe1f, who ferved under General Burgoyne, I hope no' 
military man will think me prefuming to give my opinion o~ 
that fubject. I do think that we could not "ave attacked· 
the right wing of the rebel entrenchments withoutriikingt~~ 
lo[s of the whole army, and with little probability of fue, 
eels. ' 

39' Q Could you obtain a vie", of the left wing of the enemy 1 
A. I never faw the left wing of the en,emy's entrencI:t: 

ments till I was taken priloner and conduct'ed through'tlJeir 
works. 

40. Q On the 7th of October was you in a ntuation to- fec 
the 'enemy advancing to the attack of your left? . 

A. Yes. ' 
4l. Q Did t~ey adv<\nce under a well fe'rved fire of grape'70\ot 

from our aritllery?' • . ". 
A. I was in a fituation that gave me' an opportuni'ti' of 

feeing the directions of the rebels' columns; and I was ,Vj;ry 
m~ch afionilhed to hear the fhot from the enemy ~1 fo 
thIck, after OUT cann~~age had la~ed a quarter of an ho,uX' 

42. Q \Vhen the Bntllh grenadIers were forced laft from 
their paft, what ciifu~d ?' , 
, A. I did not fceihe Britifh grenadiers forced back. I raw 

.t,hem 00 their march, as I apprehended, taking a differentpa
, '" - »tion; 
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filion; at that time feveral of them hTgke their ranks;~ut 
on fome aid du camps calling to them for fhame, to eontl\IC 
their rank, they march~d away to their ftation in good t,.. 

der. A battalion of Brunfwickers that were on the left of t~ 
artillery quitted their ground as foon as the firing begar, and 
to the beft of my recolleel:ion, I did not fee they left a man 
behind them on the ground. I would add, that after fome 
difficulty' that battalion was brought to make a ftand in the 
rear of the artillery, but in no ordu. 

Q Was not th'lt battalion brought to that ftand by the ac- 43' 
tivity and exhortation of Major General Reideiel ? 

A. I did not fce General Reidefel endeavour to ftop the 
battalion; but I faw an aid du camp of his and a brigade 
major, with their drawn fwords, keeping them up. I did fee 
General Reidefel immediately afterwards, on the right of the 
artillery, with the battalion perfecUy formed, and in gooe' 
order. . 

Q: Do you imagine that the giving way of the battalior 44. 
you firn deCcribep was the cauie that the artillery on that fpo: 
was taken, and yourfdf and Major Williams being made pri
{oners? 

A. I believe it contributed, in fame meafure, tow,ards the 
laCs of the ael:ion on that day; but before Sir F,rancis c;Jarke 
died of his wounds, he told me that he received his wound in 
bringing orders for the artillery and the whole of the det,ach
ment to return to camp; and to the circumftance of Sir 
Francis Clarke's being wounded, I do attribute the lo[s of 
the artillery, if not the Ids of the whole army. ,. 

Q Had you an opportunity, after you was priConer, to fee 4. 
the left of the enemy's entrenchments? 

A. I had. 
0.: Was the ground within cannon !hot of the left open 4t 

and 'corpmanding it? 
A. All the ground I Caw was cleared and entrenched. 
Q. \V' as there not ground within cannon !hot that would 4i 

have commanded that entrenchment on the left? 
A. There was. ' , 

_ Q: Had we. ,gained poifeffiop. of that ground" apd heen 4S 
able to ereel: batteries of our- heav.ieft guns, would not the' . 
-}V/lp.leline of the-enemy have been enfiladed? , 
': : A. -The ground alludedJ:o was entr~nched, an,d commanded 
t4e whole of th,:: rebel camp and lines. If the a~my hild got 
_poifeffioJ1 of that gJ'1und, I do not b.elieve t\:le fe.liels weuld 
,aaVf; ftaid '1I!C ho~~ i~ th;ir camp, 

~Did 

5~ 
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... .!:. Did you ever hear, in converfation with the rebel of~ 
9· f¢rs, that General Arnold, forereeing that inconvenience, 

Ad marched out of his lines, and attacked, withou,t ordors 
.'rom General GateS'? " 

A. I did hear that General Arnold had marched out on the 
7th of Oaober, without orders from General' Gates. I did 
alfo hear that he adviCed the going out to meet Gentiral Bur~ 
goyne on his march, and engaging !lim before he approaclktlll 
their .line,s; and the reaCon he gave was tpis: If G$tral 
Burgoyne lhould ever come near enough theIr lines to be able 
to make ufe of his artillery, that he wouTd certainly polfef. 
himfelf of their camp; that their troops in that cafe, would 
never £1:~nd any where; but if, on the other hand, the re~GI* 
thould be defeated in the woods, the troops would, aller 
that, have confidence in their works, for which reafon In. 
nold advifed riiking an aaion in the woods before General 
Burgoyne came near eno,ugh to fee thei, works. ' 

Examined by a/her mmzhm of the Committee, a.nd bJ ' -' 
Central Burgoyne occ'!/ionally.· 

50 ~ Did not your fituation, as deputy quarter mafter ge~ 
neral, lead you to mix very much with the different offic~~ 
of the army? ' ;. 

A. It did. 
s. Q What do you apprehend to have been the general opi

nion of the officers of General Burgoyne's condua, as well 
in aaion as in the many trying occafions which have ~iI 
flated by you at the bar? " " : 

A. They entertained a very high opinion of Gener!!l Bur-
goyne's conduCl:. ' ' __ 

;2. Q, ~ad General Burgoyne the full connaence oft~e army 
under hiS command to the laft moment? " : , 

A. He certainly had.' , 
53. Q,. What was the army's opinion of the rebels after their 

retreilt fmlll Ticonderoga? . , . 
A. The ar,my in gen'eral did not think, after they had 

evacuated Ticonderoga, 'that they wool<! make a ftane!' any 
where. ' ' 

54. Q.:. "Vhat was, the rear on given in your'army fo~ 'the e1t-
pedltlon to BernmngtoIl'? ' " 

A: I believe I cannotanfwer that queftion better i1ll1!l by 
readmg . an ahltraCl: ()f the General's orders the· day' :Ht~r 
th:~ a~.bon. " Augttfl i.:7, Duer Camp • 

. ~t was .endeaVGUred, among other obje~s, by tltr expe
, " dItlOn which marched to the lefr, topro .... i<le fuCh a furr118f 

" cattle 
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" cattle as would have ertabl'ed ,he army to proceed \vithout 
" waiting the ah-ival· of tl,- magazihes. That aMiempt 
"having failed of fu,cels, ,nrough the ,hafl~s of war, the 
" troops muft neceifarilv nalt fome diy~·for bringing forWard 
" the ttanfports." . ' 

<2:.. Why did the .,rmy remain froln t1!e l6th of Augufi"to 55. 
the 13th of Ser<eniber, before they (:roifed·the Mudfon's 
River to eng~ge the rebels at Stillwater? . . 

A. To bring forward a [ufficientquanlity of provHio!ls and 
artillery, to enable the general to giVI! up his communica
tion. 

Q. What was the opinion of the army on their crOffing 56. 
the Hudfon's River? ' ._ ' 

A. They did think it was their indifpenfible duty toptoceed 
forward and fight the rebels, which we heard were then at 
Stillwater. 

Q Did you ever forage to the right of General Frafer's 57-
camp before the 7th of Auguft 1 . 

A. We never foraged to tlie ftght ()f the camp at Free
man's Farm, at anyone time; on the 7rh.of Oaober, while 
the troops were in the field, General Frarer ordered all 'the 
'batmen and drivers; belonging to his brigade, to come ana 
forage in the rear of the troops. ' 

Q Do you know what was General Frafer's opinion on 58 
your foraging to theriglit ? ,. • 

A. I do know'thal; General Frafet mentioned to me, on 
the 5th of Oaober, that there was 'fOrage on the right of 
his camp; but at that time the ground on which that forltge 
was to be met with was in poifeffion of the rebels' advanced poft. ., . , ' 

Q Db you think ,your army wodkl"hllve 'been loft, if 59' 
even the expedition from New York \laC! ,taken place a few 
days fooner I' , , 

A. If the tr¢ops l1adarrived at New York fdon enough to 
1Iiv'ec!l)abled Sit 'Het1tyCIinton to have 'nmBe his expedition 
'up the North River ';i w.eek footlc!i-; r do conceive ·tha-t'our 
arlny would ndt have been loft. " , 

Q What was the opinion of the rebels on Sir William 60. 
Howe's goipg to the'f6uthwaid? '. " 

. A. I was' not:tcqi.iAinted enough ,\'ith the rebel leaders, to 
bear their opinion on that queftion. I- do not think ,thllt 
the ,p~afants of the co,unt. ry were jjldges of the propriety of 

D5it W!llilim Ho{v~'s- toilCfua. " ,., 
, , .;I!_'., <l:. What 

jo },' If:'), .J' v; UiY I '{!' 
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61. _ Q What wa; the opinic.q of the officers of Gener~~,Bur. 

goyne's army, after it was lot ... relative to the croffing Hud-
lon's River 1 ' , ' 
. ,A,. They did tl.ink that the altt.native of Ictreating with 
rheir aniiy [0 Canada, or proceeding '-0 Sti-l!water, unper; the 

'. 1l~c,elIity of giving up his communicathn to be an unfotlu
- ~ ~a.te utuarion; but I never heard aoy ol'r.t:ers fay thartheJ 

thought General Burgoyne. had d~oe. wl"oo15; ~nany riid, 
rl1%t,if they had retreated without nfklOg an al1lon, at, the 
t®c Sir Henry Clinton was coming ?p the North River, 
the army would never have forgiven him, nor would he ever 
have fQrgiven himfelf~ 

6i. Q Was you at New York after the 10[5 of General 
'Bm:goyne's army? 

A. Yes. , 
6~. Q What was the opinion or the langu~ge of the milit~rr 
, .) at that place, relative to Sir vVilliam Howe's expeditiop, 'to 

PeniJlvania? , -' 
_ 1\. \Vhatever opinion was formed of Sir William Howe's 
expedition to Penfylvania, or .is formed previous to this en
qu.iry, fuch an opinion mull: have been ill-founded, ~'s Sir 
William Howe'sreafons were not known, nor his inll:ruCt,onl 
communicated to the public. " 

64., Q From your lafl:a!llwer, is the Co'mmittee to underfiand 
that the opinions that were formed refpeCting Sir WiUia1'\l 
Howe's expedition.,to 'Philadelphia, before this ell~uiry-, 
were n9t in favour of that expedition? " 

QEell:ion objeCted to. [l-Vzthdrtw, 
. , , _ Again called in. 

65. Q You have faid that the army thOllgllt it their indifpen
fible duty to pars over Hud(on's River-Why di~ they think. 

,~ ,that that mearure was particularly ~heir indilpenfible duty? , 
A. If the HuMon's River had not been the.re, the ~rnly 

,would ,have thought it their indilpeofible d)Jty to have gone 
and ,riiked an afiion before:they returned to Canada. 1f I re
c~llefi right, ,1 raid, that if the army .had 'returned to Canada, 
Without fightmg, that the army would never have forgiven 
the gelleral, nor the general have forgiven himlelf. ' 

66. Q Do you know the nature of the cO)Jntry, between: the 
,place where we p,tjf~ the HuMon's River a11(1 Albany, Of the: 
, caft fide of the flver ? ' 
.~. "A. Yes, I do. " , . ' , 

~7.Q Could the' 'arirty 'have taken. that route in order to 
~,palinhe river oppofite or near to Albany? ' " " 

A. "The army could not have taken that route, as part of 
tbe 
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.he way· wa&a:fwamp; and on the rin-ht of the r~l entrench. 
~nts,\vas a :mountain very rugge(~. and not ~jrable nearer 
than two miles from the river. h.i, 

(I Q Was it,not a n~el[ary,comequence the;, ·that the 150ats 68. 
muft have been '\Ioa,ndoned, if the army nad taken that 
route? ; I, I 

'. A. I think,I'have'faid the arm)" could ptt take .that ro,ute; 
IfLtne army.had.marched on toe caft of ne Hudfon's RIver, 
they could not have marched near enO'gh to have covered 
:thei-t;p~ovifion bateaux from the'rebd:orce, on the weft fide 
.of the river? ..' {., .. 

0.: Did the army1.mde~ General ~l1rgoyne, on their ap- 69. 
,proach to Albany, expe& a co-opc'ation of the army under 
Sir William Howe, upon the Norlfl River? ' 

A. Thev did; and this is the<>rder of General Burgovne, 
giveo oao'bet' the 3d at Freem4n's Farm: ' ,,' 

_ . " There is .rearon to be auured, that other powerful armies 
" are aaually in co-operation wi th there troOps; and al
" though the prefent iupply of provifion is ample, . it is 
" highly de(irable, to prepare for any continu~n"e in the .fielu 

" that the King's fervice may require. ,,'Ithout the delay of 
" b.ringing forward further {torpc jor thofe 'purpo[es ; the ra
_~, tlOn of brtad or flow is, for the preient, fixeu at one 
" pOllnd." " " 

Q Are y"u a<:quainteu with. the North River, from' New 70 • 
York to Albany ? ,,'. .'" .', 

A. [am not. 
Q How many days march from Fort Edward to Albany, 71• 

if no interrllption from an enemy? 
A. I cannot 3nlwer that queftion, unlers I am to fupporc 

that a bridge was ready formed for the troops to pars over, 
on fome part of Hudfon's River, bet\veen Batten Kill and 
Fort Edward, or that there were veiIels ready to tranfport 
the troops over HuMon's River. 

o <4 Is the diftancc fo great between Fort Edward and AI- 72. 
llany, that the army I;ould not carry provifions \:I(j th them 
.to fupport them duril}g the march ( n ' . 

.. A. Certainly Albany is not at fa greata difia,ncc from fort 
Edward, but that ~ corps of troops might certainly carry 
provifions fufficient for the march to ~Ibany. ". 

Q Was it not underftood, that if you had arrived at Al-13' 
'bany. that the army would find plenty of provifions .there ? 

A. It was generally believed, and I believe"it 1J1yfelf 
firmly, tbat)f the army had got to 4lb;my, we !houldhave; 

, .,' ,. found-
. ~rJ l 
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founJ a nU.ber "f loyal fubicCts, that would have joined and 
done (I'cry l:ng; 1', lilcir power to have titabhfhed the army 
at tint place. 

7.j.. Q Mull I.t the arm)', to march from Fort Edward to 
Albany, have ~cc!rarily carried a nUl11uer of boats to form 

a unJs,e to PJbthe ri\"cr ~ .' 
A. There was,o palEng the river well tVlthbut a bridge of 

boat', and there IVl'" not fcouls enough on that flver, to make 
a hri,J~~. 

i). Q '\.\'oul,l not t1.; nccdfvry c1elay, arilin:; from carrying 
fOrlLllel thok Lo"!,, "",\ throwin'!; a bridge, fit to pafs an 
armY, hal'e coni"umcd 11('1'e time than it was potTible for that 
army to fubiift with (ue, provI1ion as they could carry with 
them? 

A. I fhoulcl think it wo,le1. 
76• Q You will give the Committee "hat information you 

can, rcti)~Cting a rood fHom Fort Ldw~rd to Albany on the 
left fid .. of the river. 

A. 1 have anC\\'crcd that full\'. 
77. Q \\'helLcr bv lakino- a p'rcttv lar~e circuit, the amiy' 

1 - Q ..0 
IYoulll ha\"e reaC,lCu. Albany, 3nd aVOIded the fwamps yo"u 
ntentJClnul? 

iI. Certainly not on the caft I!.l. "r the river, hc<:au(e the 
crlcdlY \Jc.:ing on the oppuiitc 1110n:, 'VOll'J..}. rcrczllnlv haveop· ... 
loofed Gonc.,l eurgoync's army crofTing the j'\"dion's River 
at Alh-,HIY, th(" ri';er being three time!> the widt\1. it i~ at 
0:11,W:';'" [ff~·tbd,,·u. 

Mr. F. Monr~gu in the C:hair. 

EARL :Jf HAr.Rll:cTON called in and examined by Ge
ncr:ll Burgoyn(" 

i •. Q 1:" what capacity did your Lordfhip feryc in America 
In thl: camrJ.I,~~n I777? 

A. I lias c"pralIl in th~ 29th re;;imcnt elf f00t, and went 
on the expedition with General Burgoyne, ,,·itll the command 
of the grcnadin' company; I was aftet'wards appointed fu
pernumcr;-try ~l1d du camp to the r;,r::ncr;-·l. 

2. Q \'i'hik aCting as captain of .tlre grenadier company, 
was you at the ?'chon of I-1uucrton ' 

A. J Wa<. 

3. Q \\ ::ct In:. t.he behaviour of thc ~nemy on that day? 
3 A. They 
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A. They behaved in the beginning of the aEtion, with a 
great deal of fpirit; but on the Britifh troops rufhing on 
them with their bayonets, they gave way in great confulion. 

Q.. From the nature of the country, was it praEticable to 4. 
purfue the enemy further than they were purfued on that oc
calion? 

A. Certainly not.-l think we ran [orne rifque even in 
purfuing them fo far. 

0.,. At what time of the campaign was it that General s. 
Burgoyne :equefted your Lordfhip to aEt as his aid du camp ~ 

A. 1 thlDk about the 12th of July. 
Q.. Was you prefent a few days after that time, at a coun- 6. 

cil held with the Indians of the remote nations, then juft 
arrived, under the conduEt of Major Campbell and Mr. St. 
Lud 

.A. Yes. 
0.,. Was you prefell:t at a former council of the Indian~ 7. 

held at Lake ChamplalD ? 
A. Yes. 
0.,. What was the tenor of General Burgoyne's [peeches 8,' 

and injunEtions at both thofe councils refpeEting the reftraint 
(If barbarities? 

A. He abfolutely forbid their [calping, except their dead 
pri[oners, which they infifted on doing, and he held out re
wards to them for bringing in prifoners, and enjoined them 
to treat them well. 

0:. Do you remember being with General Burgoyne, [oon 9. 
after the laft council, upon a vifit to an otit-poft near Fort 
Anne? 

A. I perfeaIy recolleEt it. 
0:. Had General Burgoyne a confiderable crcort of Indi- 10. 
~~th~? ' 

A. He had. 
Q.. Did part of that ercort, on a rcout from that poft, fall 1 I. 

in with and take a part of the enemy, who were laid in am
bufh for the purpore of J(jlling or taking the general, and 
thofe who were with him? 

A. They did. 
Q". What were the fentiments of the captain taken on 12. 

that occafion refpeEting his treatment from the Indians? 
A. He faid he was treated with much humanity, and I 

perfeEtly remember that prifoners brought in on many other 
occafions by the Indians, declared thilt they had been ufed 
with the fame degree of humanity • 

. F Q. Does 
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13. Q Does your LorJfhip remember General Burgoyne's r~
ceiving at Fort .Anne, the news of the murder of Ml{S 
M'Rea? 

A. I do. 
14. Q. Did General Bnr~oync rep"ir immedi~,tcfy to .the In

dian camp, onJ call them to cuur.cil, alhftcci by Brigadier 
General Fraler t 

A. He did. 
t 5' Q vVhat parted at Ih"t comcil ) ,. 

A. Gener"l ];urS'oyne threatened the eu1rrtt With death,. 
infiiteJ that he nlould 'be dtli,'ered IIp; and there were many 
r::;cntlemcn of the army, and r O\\'n 1 wal of the number, 
~vho fcared that he would pm that thlcat in execution. 
}\lotives of policy, 1 helieve alone, prevcnted him from it; 
amI if he had \'Iot pardoned the man, which he did, I believe 
the tot,11 defection of the In,J;lns IvoulJ hal'e tnfued, and 
the eon(cfjuenec" on their return throll~,h Canalla, might 
h.1Ie 1:een drt;,df"l; not to fpC2k of the weight they would 
ha\"e thrown inln the orf'olitc j:,';lIe, h,1(1 they gone over to 
the enemy, \"hieh 1 ratl,cr imaginc would havc been the 
ea(e. 

16. Q. Do you remember CC;ler,,\ Dur[';oyne', reftraining the 
Indi~n r;tltlc.'~ frnm r,nir.,~ 0~t ',-:ithou:. a Ihitdll officer or 
proper (.)nclu[tor, I':ho I'. u-c to L,c rt:poniible for their be
hwiolH : 

./~. I (1('. 

17. Q" Do ~ ,'" rC l'1en+cr :.1;,. St, J.1.'c\ rrpC1rtin:; di(eontenll 
ilmcllp;:t tl:c bclian<, Coon c,:'lc;' OUr ili ril a! at Fort Ed
warJ r 

.JL I do. 
18. ~,How.I':):)£; ;,Ti13 th:1t after enforcing the rd1:raints above 

rncl1tHH1l:Ll :-

A. I u"t exaCt!:' fay; I illOulJ im2;;ine about three 
,~;cd:c: or :l nJr:J~h. 

19' Q" Doc YOtli' LordJllip recolldl: General Bnr<Toyne's tel-
I'~I<T h <> mg ·.Y r. :)t. " "uc-,. t at he had rather IOlc every Indian, 
thz,n con;ll';C c,t their enormities, or ufino- lan""ua!7e to that 
(,~2Et ~ 0 0 a 

A. I do. . 

'20. , Q Dces yoUr Lordl11ip remember "'hat paffed in council 
with the I'1dlam at Fort Edward? 

A. 'To the bcftof my recolleCtion much the fame exhor
tation to ~Ct with humanity, and ~uch the fame rewardl 
were offerd fer faying their rrifoners. 
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0.:. Do you recollett the circumftance of the Indians de- 2 T. 
firing to return home at that time? 

A. I do, perfeCtly well. 
Q Do you remember that many quitted the army without 22. 

leave? 
. A. I do, immediate! y after the council, and the next morn
Ing. 

Q,. Was it not the general opinion that the defettion 23. 
of ~he Indians, .then an~ afterward~, was caufed by the re
ftramt upon their cruelties and habits of plunder? 

"~" A. It was • 
. Q. Had you reafol1 to believe that the "expedition to Ben- 24. 

nIl1gton was much defired by General Reidefel, and that it 
was his willi to have it conduCted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Baume? 

A. It was always imagined in the army, that it was his 
willi, and that Colonel Baume \\"as appointed to the com
mand of it in compliment to him. 

Q. Did you know the corps of Briti111, commanded by 25. 
Captain FraCer, which made part of that expedition) 

A. They were volunteers from the BI itilli regiments, and 
alfo ftood very high in the opinion of the army, from their 
gallant behaviour on all occafions. 

Q. Do you remember General Burgoyne's vifiting the 26. 
rletachment after it was atrembled, and conferring with Co
lonel Baume ? 

'" A. I do. 
, Q. Did Colonel Eaume appear fatiofied with thefirength 27. 
of his corps 1 

A. I converfed with Colonel Baume, and with feveral 
officers under his command, and they appeared perfeCtly fa
tisned, at leaft I heard no complaint from them; the only 
anxiety they expretred was, left the deftination of that corps 
ihould become known to the enemy. 

Q. Does your Lordillip remember Gen~ral Burgoyne's re- 28. 
ceiving, in the l1Ight, a letter from .Lleutenant Colonel 
Baume, expreffing he found the enemy 111 greater force than 
he expeCted? 

A. I do. 
Q. Do you remember Sir Francis Clarke, General Bur- 29' 

goyne's aid du camp, being fent with or~ers to Colonel 
Breyman to march immediately to fupport hlOl ? 

A. I do. 
F a Q. Did 
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Q Did you communicate the fame order to Generil 
3°· Reidefel at the fame time? 

1'1. I did. 
3 1 • Q W'as Colonel Brcyman's the ne:irci1: corps for the pur-

pofe of that Cupport ? 
A. It was. 

~2. Q Did Brigadier General Frafer at all times treat your 
.) Lordibip with great confidence? 

'A. I was often with General FraCe,·, and he frequently 
talked without referve upon matters which he was not par
ticularly bound to conceal. There weye certain matt~rs of 
intelliacncc which it would have been Improper for hIm to 
l11enti~n to any' body. In this cafe I cannot boaft fo much 
of his confidence, as to Cuppofe that he would have opened 
his mincl to me on matters which he would have concealed 
from the rell: of his friend,. 

," Q Ha\'e you not frequently been prefent when General 
.)~. Burgoyne and ('mera!. Frafer diiCuffed. the objeCt of the 

campaign, and converted freely on the c.lrcumftances of the 
time? 

A. I have. 
Q,. Did )'our Lordibip ever, in prcfence or ahfence of 

,3+. General Burboyne, hear General Frater exprefs a difappro
bation of paihl)g the Hudton's River? 

A. I never (hd. 
<~5. Q Do you know or believe that the idea of forcing our 

W";' to Albany was prevalent throughout the army? 
:\. In every converfation I had with different eflicers of 

lhe army, I never remember once to have heard it doubted, 
but that we were to force our WaY. 

;l). Q Did the army pats the Hudfon's River with alacrity? 
., A. It is irnpoffible for any army to have been in higher 

fpirits than they were at that time, or more delirous of corn
ing to an engagement with the enemy. 

37. 9:. Do you ':0\ co,~ceive, that t~ have remained poft~ 
behl11d the Huaron s RIver, at the tllne the army paffed It 
and advanced, would have cat'1: a damp on the fpirits of that 
army and a refleCtion on their General? 

A. From the eagernels. of t~e army to advance, and the 
great uneafinefs that was dlfcermble through it on every de
lay, I apprehended that it could not have been otherwife; 
:md I think that General Burgoyne's charaCter would not 
have fiood \'ery high either with the army. this country, or 
the enemy, had he halted at Fort Edward. 
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~ Do you recolleCl: the march up to the enemy on the 38• 
] 9th of September? 

A. I do. 
Q' Will you pleafe to defcribe it ? ~ 
A. The army marched in three divilions' the German ,,9· 

line flal~king, the artillery and baggage purf~ed the courle 
of the river. through the meadows, and formed the left hand 
divifion; the Britilli line marched parallel to it at fame di
ftance through the woods, and formed the center divifion ; 
General Frater's corps, with the grenadiers and lin-ht in
fantry of the Germans, were obliged to make a largc"detoUi' 
through the woods, and formed the right hand divifion or 
column. .Beyond this, on the right, there were, as I under
ftand, flanking parties of light infantry and Provincials? 

Q. Was the country, over which the army paffed, in. 40. 
ter(ected with a deep ravine) 

A. It was one of the deepeft I ever I:~w. 
~ Which column was tid1: attacked? 4 I • 

A. The advanced parly, confiftiAg of the picquets of 
the centre column, being fent forwards, under the com
mand of Major Forhes, to explore the way hy which that 
column was to pars, fell in with a confiderable body of the 
rebels, pofted in a houle and behind fences, which they at
tacked, a:Jq after a great deal of fire, the detachment nearly 
drove in the b9dy of rebels; but on finding that the woods 
quite round them were filled with the enemy, they were 
obliged to retire to the main body. 

Q Was the march fo performed that when General Bur- 42. 
goyne formed the line of the Britilli infantry, General 
Frafer's corps were ready upon their right to fupport them? 

", A. General Frafer, on hearing the fire of Major Forbes's 
party, detached two companies to fupport them, whicll 
came up juft after that engage~ent was over; and on their 
appearance the enemy finding that our troops were in 
ftrength, quitted the poft they had before occupied, and, 
immediately after this, the whole line was formed with th" 
utmoft regularity. I would explain, that when I fpeak of 
the line, I do not include the left hand column which was 
compofed of Germans, and which did not come into the line 
or into action till late in the d.y. 
~ How long di.d the action laft? 43' 
A. From thn:e o'clock, I think, til! very near eight. 
Q HoW long were ~he 20th, 21ft, and 62d regiments en- 44. 

~aged ? 
A, During 



£ V IDE NeE. [Earl of Hardngton., 

A. During the O'reateft part of that ti'me. 
~ Was the aCtron well difputed by the enemy? 

45· A. It was, very obftinately. 
6 Q vVas your Lordfhip near the perfon of General Bur-

4 • goyne during that action, except when you were employed 
to carry orders? 

A. Yes. . 
47. 0: vVere not different attempts made by the General', ' 

orders to charge the enemy with bayonets, and did not t~ofc; 
attempts fail by the heavinefs of· the enemy's fire and thick. 
nefs of the woods? . 

A. There were many attempts made for that purpofe, and 
they all failed except the laft, when the Britifh troops finally. 
dro,'e them out of the field. 

48. Q When part of the German troops did get into aCtion 
that day under General Reidefel, how did they behave? 

A. I heard their behaviour fpoke of in the higheft tCI:ms ; 
they marched up to the enemy with great coolneis and fteadi. 
nefs, and gave them, as I was told, three vollies by word of 
command from their officers. 

49. ~ Can your Lordfhip {peak to the lofs [uftained by tho 
three Britifh regiments, the 62d in particular? 

A. The lo{s was very confiderable; but I don't recolled 
the num bel'S. 

50 .- ~ Were thofe three Britifh regiments in a condition to 
have attocked the enemy the next morning? 

A. Their numbers were [0 reduced, that I apprehend they. 
were not. 

S!· Q From the lo{s of killed and wounded, particularly of 
officers, would it have heen defirable to have bro'lght thof~ 
three regiments into aCtion for the next ten days? ' . 

A. In lefs than ten days the ftate of tho{e regiments cer
tainly woul~ not have been lllJlch mended; I therefore appre
h~nll, that If they were not in a condition to be brouO'ht into 
aCtion the next morning, their inability would-have fun con
rinued fOI" thofe ten days. . 

52. 0: H3d the army made a movement to gain the left of the 
enemy's entrenchments before the redoubts were conftruCtcd 
that commanded the plain ncar the river would not all the; 
bateaux, ftores, and hofpitals have been ~xpofed to attack? 

A. It certainly would have been [0. 

53. Q Do y~u reco!le~ the [carcity of forage on the weft
- fide of the 1'1 ver. 

A. I do perfeaJy! 
Q. Would 
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~ Weuld not the hridge of boats, conftructed for the 
purpofe of foraging to the eaft-fide, have alfo been expofed 54· 
before the redoubts, above mentioned, were raifed ? 

A. They certainly would, had it not been for thofe re
dnubts and a work called the rite du pam, which was raifed 
for the protection of the bridge. 
~ Do you recollect how long it took to r«ili: thofl! re- 55 

doubts, to throw the bridge, and ,raife the 'Ide du p01l1 .i' . • 
A. If I recolleCt right, the bridge itlClf was finifhed in 

,one night; tlie making and compleating the other works 
took fome days. 

Q: Does your Lordfhip rememher General BUfO'oyne 6 
mentioning to you in confidence, rh: receipt of a letter"' from 5 • 
Sir Henry Clinton, and his hourly expectation of his at
tacking the highbnds, and his opinion that his fuccers there 
'muft difiodge the enemy, without attacking their entrench
ments? 

A .. I perfectly recollect the General's mentioning all this 
to 'me. 
~ 'Vas you near General Burgoyne in the action of the 57. 

7th o~Oaober ? 
A. I was. 

, ,~. Do you Iecollect what orders you carried? 
A. I do., 

58. 

',,~ \Vhat were they?' 59. 
A. The firfl: orders I recolleCt to have carried, were to 

poft fifty men under the command of a captain 0f the 20th 
regiment, to the left of the detachment 'of the army. in 
oreler, in fome meafure, to join them to the advanced works 
of General Frafer's camp, anel, in caCe of any ,accidenc, to 
proteCt the detachment, fhould they find it neceifary, to re
tire thither . 
. The next orders I carried were to Major General Phillips, 

at the end of the action, acquainting him, that as that de
tachment feemed much dilorderedfrom the enemy having 
turned both their flanks, that it was neceifary to draw it as 
foon as pollible back to the camp, which Jeemed menaced 
with an attack; the care of this General Burgoyne COlll

mitted'to Gt;neral Phillips, while he himfelf returned to the 
camp, in order to take pr9per mealures for its defence. 011 
our return thither the works of the camp were aCtually at
tacked as General Burgoy ne had f6rfeen, and I wtts then 
employed to collect what troops I fhould meet, ,and to order 
,hem to thofe parts where they were 1lI0ft wanted. Soon 

F 4 after 

~ I' , , 
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after this, the enemy having got round the right of our 
camp, we expeCted an attack upon our rear, and I th7n \~as 
difpatched with orders from General.Burgoyne to Bngadler 
General Hamilton, for all the work:s In the rear of the camp, 
which had been previoufly conftruCted, to be manned by fl1d~ 
foldiers as he could fpare from the defence of the frollt. 60 Q Does your Lordlhip know what orders Sir Francia 

. Clarke was charged with, at the time he received his 
wound? 

A. I met Sir Francis Clarke as I was fearching for Ge
neral Phillips, and acquainted him with my orders, telling 
him at the fame time, that as the thicknefs of the wood 
mioM prevent my finding General Phillips direCtly, I wilh~ 
cd he would affift me, in order that no time might be loft in 
delivering thofe orders; that was the laft time I faw Sir 
Francis ClaTke, and I believe that (oon afterwards he re
ceived the wound of which he died? 

6 I. Q Was it dark before General Burgoyne had a certainty 
that Col. Breyman was killed, and his poft carried by the enemy? . ' 

A. It was (0 'dark that the officer, who I believl' firft 
brought the intelligence of it, feeing a I)umber of men 
round the fires of that camp, took them for Germans, and 
was not convinced of his error till he was fired upon by 
them, as they proved to be a part of the enemy who had forced the works. . , ., 

62. Q Did General Burgoyne l.lfe any efforts to rally the. 
Germans who were returning from the allion, anq to pef
[uade them to recover O:\lonei Breyman's poft ? 

A. He certainly did his utmoft endeavours for that pur
pafe, which however were ineffeCtual from the darkriefs of 
the night, and the entire canfufion in which they were. , 

63. Q: Were any other troops at hand that could have bee" fpared for that purpofe ? / 
~. ~here certainly were not; ev7ry regimen·t was oc~ 

cup led. III defence of Its own lines whIch were not certainl~ overman ned. 
64. Q In the heat of the aCtion do. you recollect feeing Ge

neral Reidefel about the time that the Germans on the lef~ 
of the Britifh artillery, were giving way? ' 

A. I do. 
65· Q Was not General Reidefel exertiDC7 himfelf to refto~ order in his troops? b . 

/I.. General Reidefel appeared to me to have beha.ved, on 
tha~ 
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that occafion, in every way as became a brave and intelii:;L:lt 
officer. 

Q .Was the retreat of the army in the night of the 7th 66. 
made 10 good order, and a new pofition taken by the time it 
was day-light? 

A. It certainly was. 67. 
Q, Was the army 1I0der arms the whole day of the 13th, 

and in continual expeClation of aClion ? 
A. They were, and indeed were cannonaded during the 

greateft part of that day, aHd the advanced corps ill par
ticular, who were pofted on a hill, were under almoft a con
tinual fire from the riflemen of the enemy. 

Q Do you recolleCl: the circumftancc of General FraCer's 68. 
funeral on the afternoon of that day? 

A. I do, perfeClly well; the redoubt in which he was 
buried was very heavily cannonaded during the ceremony, 
and even previous to this they fired at thole who attended 
the corpCe on its way thither, which I fuppofe was accideRtal, 
and proceeded from the enemy's feeing a number of people 
together. 

Q, Who were the chief perfons who attended that fune- 69. 
ral? 

A. All the generals of the army, their aid du camps, and 
I believe all thofe who were not attached to any particular 
poft, which at that time were very few. 

0.,. Was the retreat of the army on th'e night of the 8th, 70 • 

and on the day and part of the night of the 9th, made in 
good order? 

A. It was made in perfeCl: good order. 
Q, What was the weather on the day of the 9th? 
A. Exceeding wet. 
0.: What was the ftate of the troops, in point of fatigue, 72. 

when they arrived at Saratoga? 
A. They certainly muft have been much fatigued, from 

the length of time they had been uncler arms, and more par
ticularly fo from the badnefs of the roads occafioned by the 
rains. . 

Q When it was day-light the next morning, did you fee 73. 
any part of the enemy upon the plain at Saratoga, on the 
ground where our artillery was afterwards. pofted ? 

A~ I don't recolleCl:. 
Q: Does your Lordfhip recolleCl: feeing a corps. of the 74. 

cl1emy Oil the other fide the Hudfon's River ol'pofite to Sara
toga? 

A. PerfeClly 
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A. PerfeaIy well; and they feemed in force. • , " 

75. Q." Do you remember the clrcumll:ance of a battery ope"", 
ing from that corps? 

A. I do perfeCtly well. The gene~al, General Phillips" 
:lnd feveral other "entlemen'were at dinner. We were al~ 
obliged to remov~, from finding oQrfelves in the range of 
that batt~ry. , 

76• Q We being in the ran,:;" of that battery, mull: ;t n?t 
neceffarily have comman~ed the ford on the Hudlon s RI
ver? 

A. It certainly did command that ford. 
77. Q." Do you recolleCt Lieut. Cul, Sutl~ed~nd heing, fenb 

with a detachment of regulars and prOVIncials from ~ara
toga, to cover. a party of ,';orkmcn employed to repair 
brid~cs, and, render the road praCticable? 

A
C

• I perfeaIy recolleCt it. 
78• Q.", Do you recolleCt fer what rearon Colonel Sutherland 

and the regulars we:'e recalled? , 
A. I underftood it was on the apprehenfion of an aCtion. 

79. Q, Does your Lordfhip recolleCt different {couts bringing 
reports of the enemy's being ill POflCilioll of the country 
between Saratoga and Fort Edward, on both fides of the 
river? 

A. I d@. 
g Q Do you remember Gennal Burgoyne's mentioning, 

o. in confidence to you, different ideas of forcing the ford over 
HuMan's River; of cuttiDg away by the enemy's right, and 
attempting a rapid march to Albany; or by a night marcll 
to gain the fords above Fort Edward? ' 

A. I do perfeCtly remember that he mentioned to me all 
thofe ideas. 

$1. 0..', Did you ev~r hear of an offer made by Genoral 
PhillIps to make hiS way to Ticonderoga with a body of 
troops? 

A. ~.;o. 

11:1. Q In. t,he intimacy in which you lived with Major Ge
neral Phllhps, myfelf, and the officers in General Phillips's 
family, do you not think you fhould !rave heard of fueh an 
Clffer had it been made? .' 

A. I apprehend that I fhould have heard of it. 
23- Q, Did your Lordfhip hear of General Phillips offering 

to .attempt an e[eape through t~e woods, with one or two 
gUides, for the purpofe of putting himfelf at the head of 

the 
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the .. troops at· Ticonderoga, for the future defence of t!11t 
place? . 

A. I heard it mentioned fince I came to England, ill'rQlne 
cOII:lmon converfation; but I never heard it hlllted at while I 
was in America. ..'" 

Q. The day before· the councils of the generals and field 84. 
officers was called, can your Lordfhip fpeak of the, flate of 
things in ge.neral at Saratoga? !. 

A. The flate of our army was certain.1y as had as pollible. 
Their numbers were few, their provifions l11ort, and their 
pofition not a good one, owing to the nature of the country, 
which role to the diftance of fame miles, one hill overtopping. 
that which was next to it. 

Q,. Do you know any officer of that army who, in that 85. 
fituation, thought we had' a right to more than honourable 
terms? 

A. Our fituation, in the apprehenfion .of everyone there 
with whom I convcrlccl, did not entitle us to morc. 
~ Did the army in general look.on the terms obtained, £6. 

pam ely, the power of ferving their country in other plac.es, 
to be advantageous as well as honourable, and more than 
they had a right to expect ? 

A. I believe they certainly did; and that few perfo.n. 
ia the army expected [0 good terms a, thoie which wen, 
granted. 
E:>:amillCd by other Members of the Committee, and by General 

Burgo),ne "ccqjio,!ally. 
~ Did the Indians leave the army till after the battle of 87. 

13ennington ? . 
A. Great numbers did, and at many different times. 
~ vVere not fome Indians on the expedition to Ben- 88. 

nington) 
A. There were. 
~ V", as the expeditlon originally rent out to Bennington? 89. 
A. My fituation in the army not entitling me to be in 

the council of war, and not being employed on that expe
dition,. I was of courle not cntrulted with the orders that 
were given to Col. Ilaume. . . 
~ Have you rea[on to. [uppore that General Reidefel or 90 • 

Colonel Baume had a pal tLcular knowledge of that part of . 
the country, fo as to make it particularly proper to give 
Colonel Baume the command of that expedition. 

,fl. •• believj: there was no officer in that army of fufficient 
, n~ 

3 
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rank to have eommanded fuch an expedition, who ever had 
been in that particular part of the country. 

91. Q,. The intention of the expedition bein<T, as appears by 
the papers on the table, to found the difpofition of the peo. 
pIe of that country, was that part of the country peopled 
with Germans, as many other parts of the country are? 

A. I can't exaaI y fpeak to the defcription of the people 
of that country, as I was never there myfelf; hut there' 
were employed on that expedition numbers of provincials, 
many of whom were of that very country; and I apprehend 
that the common foldiers of a regular army are ~ot the im
mediate people who are expeaed to found the minds of any 
country to which they are fent. 

92. Q,. As your Lordfhip mentioned the alacrity with which 
the army paffed the HuMan's River, did the army in gene· 
ral think themfclves at that time inadequate to the purpore of 
forcing their way to Albany? 

A. The cpinions of an army, who cannot be acquainted 
with the intelligence that has been received, are often errone· 
ous. The army was in high fpirits, and did not, I believe, 
doubt of reaching Albany. 

93' Q,. Did the General then doubt of reaching Albany? 
A. I really don't know. 

94· Q,. Were the rebels' entrenchments completed on the 19th 
of September? 

A_ I never faw the entrenchments at all. 
95· Q How was our army employed between the 19th of 

September and the 7th of 080ber ? 
A: The army itfelf was employed in ftrengthening its 

pofitlon. 
96• Q,. Did it take the army eighteen days to ftrenothen its 

pofition before it made any movement? 0 

A_ I can't exa8ly fay_ They were working all the time. 
97· Q What works were executed in that time? 

A. There were numbers of redoubts ereaed - the tete· 
du-pont; lines before the camp; outworks to tb'e lines, in 
which guards and picquets were placed; and batteries. 

98. Q How many redoubts were ereaed ? 
A. I think in all there mull: have been five or fix. 

99 •. Q Was the ereaing thofe works full employment for 
eIghteen days? 

A. I am not an engineer, or I cCTtainly fhould endeavour 
to anfwer that queftion. '" 

. Q: Were 
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Q Were all tbofe works nece{fary, in your opinion, for 100. 
:m artny that meant to march forward and attack the enemy? 

A. Tbey were nece{fary in our particular fituation, being 
within half a mile of the enemy to whom we were oppofed, 
and being inferior in numbers. 

Q Does your Lordfhip know whether the enemy thought 101. 
it nece{fary to fortify themfelves with redoubts I 

A. I don't know what the fpecies of their fortification was, 
but I have been always told that great labour had been em
ployed on their works; and what fmall part I faw of tbem 
convinced me of it. 
(~Had you not Information from deferters or friends 102. 

what the enemy was doing / 
A. My fituation in that army did not entitle me to re

ceive that.intelligence. When any perfon came to me to in
form me that he had been employed in gaining fuch intelli
gence, my duty was to bring him to the general. 

Q Was it not a matter of notoriety in the army, that the 103. 
enemy received reinforcement between the 19th of September 
and the 7th of OCl:ober / 

A. The manner of receiving intelligence in an army feldom 
tranfpires; the army might guefs, but I believe they knew 
nothing. 

Q Was it uot underfiood that tlle rehels had fuffered a 104. 
much greater Iofs than the king's troops on the 19th of Sep
tember/ 

A. It was. 
Q Was not the whole, or nearly the whole, of the rebel lOS. 

army engaged? 
A. I don't know; I apprehend the whole was not engaged. 
Q Was our army in general, in your apprehenfion, in as 106. 

good a condition on the 20th of September as the rebel army, 
who had fuffered much more I 

A. The rebel army was fo numerous tha.t: their lofs was 
not equally felt with ours, 

Q What number had you reafon to fuppofe the rebel ar- 107. 
my confified of on the 19th of September? 

A. I always underfiood they were very numerous. I never 
heard their numbers exa6Hy. 

0.. Was not the fcarcity of forage forefeen by every body 1108. 
A. Thofe with whom I converfed did not forefee it to the 

extent in which we experienced it. 
0.. Was it prudent, in your Lordfhip's opinion, to bring, 109. 

or attempt to bring, upwards of fourteen hundred horres to 
attend dle army, in , country 10 deftitute of forage ? 

A. I never 

11 
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A. I never heard that the horfes in our army were thought 
to!) numerous, ,On aU occafions a fcarcity of them was com· 
plained ot: ' , , 

I ro. Q Do you know how many horfes were allowed for the 
• ,,:. baggage of each regimeI'lt? 

1\. [ don't know.· 
I II. Q Does your LonHhip know how mmy horfes were em· 

,played about the train of artillery? ' " 
A. I don't recolleCt; but ,the returns are on the, table. 

Il2. Q "Vas the heavy artillery brought b;lCk from Stillwater, 
on tlie retreat of the ~rmy to Saratoga? 

A. We had lof!: fame fmall part of it, and th~ rell: waS 
brought to S.lratoga. ' 

113. Q Did the bringing back of that artillery delay that retreat 
_ot not? 

A. An armv witll cannon certainly cannot march fO,ra. 
," '_'1 ,pid!y as one \vithont cannon; but cannon always crcatcs a 

~ delay which annies have been conteLlt fo put up with, ' 
II 4. Q Was it nece{fary, in your opinion, in the fituatioo in 

; .which the army retreated, to make their retreat as exp'editioul 
as poffihle ? 

A. The army appeared to me that it did nhke its retreat 
as expeditious as pollible. 

IlS' Q Would the leaving of heavy artillery behind, in your 
opinion have made a difference of four miles in the march? 

A. I can't conceive that it would. The enemy were in 
force behind us; not having numbers to contend with them, 
it would have been a ,'ery defperate circumftance to haveaban· 
aoned our cannon, in cafe of an attack . 

. II6, Q Were the heavy artillery, in effeCt, of any ufe in that 
retreat 1 

A. I don't recolleCl: as it happened, that they were of any 
, other uf~ than that of their not heing turned againft us. . 

II 7. Q Might not thofe cannon have been fpiked, and their 
trunnions have been knocked off, to have rendered them ufe· 
lefs ? 

A. I underlland that the fpikes in cannon are' eaClly reo 
~o\'ed, ~nd that it is not an eaJy matter, I believe almoll: an 
IlTIpoffiblhty, With 'any tools that are carried in an army, to 
knock off the trunnions of brafs cannon. 

118. 0:. l"light not the retreat have been 2.ccelenlted by leaving 
behmd a great part of the baggage 1 

A. I don't think it would. I do not remember that we 
were fiopt on account of any particular impedimegt. 

. Q Does 
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; 'Q DoeS )"QuY Lordlhip know at what time intelligence II9. 
was recei\'ed in Generai Burgoyne's army of the fallure of 
'Coloriel St. Leger's expedition? ' 
- A: !'think it)T1uft have been 'irithe month of Auguft. 

Q WaS'110tthat before the gafIirTg of HuMan's river 1 120. 
, II.. Idoh't recoHeCl: the exaEhl!tte of Feceivirig that intel-
ligence. , , ' " 

Q Was, it in the month of Auguft? 12 I. 
A: I carinot tell. I heard' of it fome time after byacci-

dent. " " 
<1. Was there any he;wy artillery \vith the army, properly 122. 

'fo called? ' , , 
A. There wa: none of the heavy fort; we had medium 

twelve-pounders, and two twenty-four pounders, \vhich we 
took, from the enemy at 0gebec, which we're very much 
lighter than thofe nvd-:e-pounders. 
, Q From the frate of the fatigu~ of the tro"p~, when they 123. 
arrived at Saratoga, do you c,;'prclicnd they co;ilcl 11ave con- By General 
'tinued their march though there had been no artillery? Burgoyne. 

A. The army \V~S certainiy."ery ml,ch fatigued. ,'I believe 
they could have got but very Iml" further. ThiT certainly 
were not in a flate for a lon:~ r,,,ll',-h. 

Q If the'b~ttle expcc:cd ",t Saratoga hau been on the plain, 124. 
would not.the heavi"H artil;cr~,~ we had have been one of our i y GCI1,"'! 
beft uepLndencies I ' " urgoyne. 

A. It certainly would; it would have given us a manifeft 
fuperiority in that particular. , 

Q If the army had not been provideu with the number of 125. 
horfes they had, by what means would their provifions or ~Y General 
'bateaux have been tranfported in places where the riYer was urgoyae. 

not navigable? 
A. The tranfportation of the bateaux and provifions could 

not certainly have been carried on. , ' 
Q Were there not fuch places on the Hudfon's River be- ~2~ ~ 

tween Fort Edward and Albany 1 B~,go~:':: 
A. There were. 
Q Is it not at any rate a principal object with every ar- 127. 

my, anu of a'retreating one in particular, to preferve their By o,her 
artillery if it be poffible, even at the ex pence of fome labour Memom. 
and delay; and for the ufe they might be of to them after-
wards, as w;ell as on, the retreat? " 

A. I apprehend the ~non are feldom abandoned, but 
throughablolute neceffity. 
Q~ Whether in general you can inform the committee, 128. 

whether tbearmy had a. confidence in the genera?? 
, ' ~ They 
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, A. They certainly had a confidence i~ the. !;eneral, and I 
do not believe that they have altered theIr opInIOn. 

129. Q Did the army then in genera.l, and the officers ,in par. 
ticular entertain a favourable 0pllllOn of the general s con., 
duCl:, ~apacity, and attachment to them.in the various fcenes 
in which he was engaged, and more partIcularly on very try. 
ing occafions ) 

A. I don't recolleCl: that any officer, with whom I have 
had converfation, has ever expreiTed himfelf in different terms_ 
:md I believe there never was an army more defervedly pleafed 
with the conduCl: of their general. 

130. Q Whether the army expreiTed any diiTatisfaClion at the ge
neral's return home; that is, whether they thought he came 
with any pOl'pofes not friendly to them, or looked on them. 
felves as deferted by him? 

A. I was not with the army when General Burioyne 
came away; but I have converfed with many officers who 
have come from it, and they exprefs no diiTatisfaCl:ion on 
that head, much lefs looked on or confidered General Bur
goyne's intentions as inuuical to them. 

J3I. Q What was the fiate of the American artillery, and 
how was it ferved) 

A. Except on a few occafions, I do not remember their 
having made much ufe of their cannon; I thought on thofe 
occafions that they ferved them /lowly, but not ill. 

132. Q Whether, all circumltances confidered at the time of 
the affair of Saratoga, the retreat of the army was praCl:ica
ble, either with or without artillery? 

A. I thought it was impraCl:icable. 
133. Q Whether after the convention at Saratoga you went to 

Albany? 
A. Yes. 

134· ,Q Whether you had any opportunity of obferving the na
ture of the country, if it was firong or woody, clear or openl-, 

- A. Very firong and woody, and a great number of hills. 
135. Q What was the difiance I 

A. I don't exaCl:ly recolleCl:; about thirty-two miles. 
136.. Q Was the fituation of Albany a firong fituation, or was 

It commanded by hills round it ? 
A. The fituation of Albany was in a bottom very much 

commanded. 
137· .Q If the army had penetrated to Albany, from whence 

might they have drawn their fubfifience if the country had 
been againfi them? ' 

A. I don't know enough of the country to anfwer that 9uefl:ion. 
. ~ Muft 
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Q., Mull: they not have drawn their fubfiftence from New 138. 

York? 
A. I appreherld [0, if they were not mafters of the Mo~ 

hawk country. 
Q., Had you any opportunity of obferving the extent of 139. 

clear or cultivatep country round Albany? 
A. I can't very juftly defcribe it, not having gone out of 

the town of Albany, from the time I came into it, till I em~ 
barked for New York. 

Q., Do you think that, circumll:anced as the' army was 140. 
after the engagement of the 19th of September, it would 
have been more advantageous to have returned than to have 
frayed and fortified the camp? 

A. As matters have turned out, it certainly might; but I 
believe no one thought fo at that time. [fVithdrcw. 

MAJOR FORBES called in, and' examined by General 
Burgoyne. 

Q., WAS you major of the 9th regiment, and prefent I. 
with that regiment in the action near Fort Anne? 

A. I was. 
Q., What was the behaviour of the enemy on that oc~ 2. 

calion? , 
A. At half paft ten in the morning, they attacked us in 

front with a heavy alid well direB:ed fire; a large body of 
them pa1fed the creek on the left, fired from a thick wood 
acrofs the creek on the left fl~nk of the regiment; they then 
began to re-crofs the creek, and attack us in the rear: we 
then found it nece1fary to change our ground, to prevent the 
regiments being furrounded; we took poft on the top of a 
high hill to our right. As foon as we had taken raft, the 
enemy made a very vigorous attack, which continued for 
upward of two hOUTS; and they certainly would have forced 
us, had it not been for fame Indians that arrived and gave 
the Indian whoop, which we an{wered with three cheers; 
the rebels (oon after that gave way. 

Q., What command had you on the 19th of September? 3. 
A. I commanded the picquets of the Britilh. 
Q., Was you attacked on the march, und with what degree 4. 

of vigour? 
A. I was attacked with great vigour from behind railed 

fences, and a houfe, by a body of riflemen and light in ... 
fantry. 

G Was 
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5. 0. \Vas YOll wounded in that affair ? 
A. Very early in the day. ., 1 

6. 0. Do you remember G~neral Burgpyne brmp;tng np ~he 
Britifh line to fupport you, and [arI1llng at the tirft opcnlDg 
of the wood? 

A. I do. 
7. .0. Did Ge?eral FraCer's ,corps arri,'e ~reci'[dy in time to 

occupy the hetghts on the nght of the Bnuih hne when the 
action began? 

A. It cdid , and two companies of light infantry. came to 
my (upport. " 

8. Q \Vhere did General Burgoyne poll: the 9th regtment 1 
A. As foon as they came out of the wood, they filed off to 

the right and were Jrawn off at a final! dtftance from the 
left of Gener:tl Frafer's corps, with orders to occupy two 
houfes, one company in eacb, and defend them to the laft 
extremity. 

9' Q. Had you an opportunity ill that fituation to obCerre 
the ftrefs of the action? 

- A. I had while we remained in that·pofition. 
10. Q "Vhat was the progrefs of it ? 

A, The twenty-full: and fixty-fecond regiments were 
drawn up on our l<!ft~ and were attacked about three o'dock 
on the famc ground where the picquets had heen attacked. 
About that time f heacrd a great deal of firing to my right 
with the advanced corps; an officer came up to General 
Burgoyne, and acquainted him that the enemy were ende", 
vouring to turn the left of the fixty-(econd regiment, on 
which h~ difpatclt.CAl an aid-de-camp with order! tD the 
twentieth regiment to form on the left of the fixty-Cecand; 
immediately after, forne companies of light infantry came 
to occupy the ground the ninth were drawn up on; the ninth 
were then ordered behind a deep rayinc, to form a corps-de
rclen'e. I faw nothing of theaCbion after that. 

I I. Q What \Vas the ihength of the ninth re"iment on that 
day before they fufta.ined any 10[5 ? <> 

. A. On the 15th of the month the weekly return was given 
10, and,., to the bell: of my recollection, they were two hun
dred and fifty and odd rank and file fit for duty. 

<.2. Q What was the ftrength of the other regiments in the 
Britifh line? 

-A. :[ cannot fpeak with any certainty, as I did not fee the 
leturns ; but ou talking with_ different commaadiDg oflic:crs: 

the 
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the four Britilh regiments were about one thoufand one hun
dred, and the advanced corps about one thoufand two hundred. 

Q W!lere was the twenty-fourth regiment? J3. A. With the advanced corps. 
Q Where was the forty-feventh regiment? 14. 
A. Six companies of the forty feventh regiment that were 

with that army, were employed as a guard to the bateaux 
and provifions, and two with the advanced corps. 

Q.Where were the other two companies of that regi- 15. ment left? _ 
A. One at Fort George, and another on an iihnd ia Lake George. 
Q Of the eleven hundred which compofed the line on 16. 

that day, do you know how many were loft and difabled in the aCtion? 
A. I have heard the furgeon of the hofpital fay, that there 

were more ~han five hundred of the whole in the hofpital, 
but I can't fpeak to how many of the line. 

Q Can you fay how many were killed? 17. A. J can't. 
Q Can you fay how many officers were killod and 18. 

wounded? 
A. I can't immediately. 
Q Were the Britifh troops in n condition to have attacked 19. 

an enemy in intrenchments after the aCtion? 
A. After the aClion of the 19th, I went to the hofpital to 

get my wounds dreifed, and did not join the regiment till 
the 8th of OCtober; I can't therefore give an opinion o~ my 
own: but I have heard f€veral officers fay, they did not 
think it would have been prudent or right from the lof, they 
had fuftained the day before. 

Q Did the regiments begin to be encreafed in their 20. 
ftrength from the recovered men to any confiderable degree in 
leis than eight or ten days? 

A. Not that I know of. I was not at the hofpital at thl!: 
time. 

Q Being in the hO(Dita!, had you occafion. to know th~t 21. the regiments were ftronger from the receipt of their 
Iecovered men on the 7th of OCtober, than they were at 
any time between the 19th of September and that day? 

A. I know that feveral men were difcharged from the ho
fpitals fo far recovered as to enable them to do their duty. , Q At what time did the troops arrive at Saratoga? - '22. 

A. About eight o'clock at night on the 9th. 
G 2 QDo 
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23- Q Do you know how long the troops had then been under 
arms and without repofe or regular refreihment ? A: From the 7th in the I~orning... • 

24. Q Had they been in achen? or. In contmual expectatloll 
of attion, during that whole time ~ . 

A. I was in the front of the army, and I heard a great 
deal of firing in the rear, and we conftantly expected and 
looked for an attack. 

25. Q Did the battery of the enemy on the o~her fide of the 
river at Saratoga command the fort on that n ver ? 

A. It did. -
26. Q, Was the ground fuch on our fide as would have enable4 

our artillery to have file need that battery? 
A. It did not appear to me that it could. 

27. Q Had the paffage of the ford been effetted, and the 
army have proceeded towards Fort Edward, on the eaft fide 
of the river, mull: they not ncceffarily have paffed Batten 
Kill ? 

A. Undoubtedly. 
2'8. Q Do you remember the ford at Batten-Kill ? 

A. Yes. 
29. Q. Would it have been poffible for the army to have 

paffed that ford without artillery to cover them, and the 
enemy rofted on the other fide ? 

A. Certainly not. I had an opportunity of feeing the 
twentieth regiment pafs that ford without an enemy to op
poCe them, and they took a confiderable time, owing to the 
depth of the water, the rapidity of the current, and the 
ftones being remarkable flippery, fo that feveralof them fell 
into the river. 

30' Q ,\Vas you prefent at all the councils of war to which 
the field officers of the army were called at Saratoga? 

A. I was. 
31. Q" Do y:ou remem~er whether General Burgoyne ftat~d 

the dIfficultIes of the time, and that he mentioned his readl
nefs to undertake any meafure they fhould think for the 
honour of the Britifh arms? 

A. I do remember it. 
32. Q Was the council unanimous to treat with the enemy OD 

honourable terms? 
A. They were. " . 

33' ~ When the firll: terms propored by General Gates were 
read to them, were they unanimous to reject them? 

A. They were •. 
Q. After 



Major Forbes.] E V IDE N C E. 
Q, After it was decided by a majority of the council that 34. 

the treaty could not be fufpended without breach of faith, 
were not the council then unanimous to fign it on that day? 

A. As the majority of the council had given it as their 
opinion that the public faith was pledged, the council thought 
that there was no time to be loft, and that it ought to be 
fig ned immediately. 

Examined by other lIIembers if the Committee and by General 
Burgoyne occojionally. 

Q, Do you know or apprehend that the rebel camp was 35. 
\completely entrenched on the 19th of September? 

A. I don't know. 
Q Had you any reafon to believe from information that 36. 

~hey completed their entrenchments afterwards? 
A. I underftood they had-I don't fpeak from authority. 
Q Had you reafon to think that the rebels received con- 37. 

f>derable reinforcements between the 19th of September and 
the 7th of Oaober? 

A. I did not hear that they had. 
Q Suppofing the rebels to have received reinforcements, 38. 

~ould any acceflion of ftrength to our army from the recovery 
pf any number you can fuppofe of the 500 that were in the 
hofpital, be equal to a reinforcement of even 500 men re
ceived by the ellemy ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to fay • 
. Q From being in the hofpital yourfelf, how many of the 39. 
500 do you judge joined the army? 
.. A. I ca~'t pretend to fay, . 

Q Do you judge in your own opinion, putting all the 40. 
circumftances you can together, whether the enemy were 
Plore likely to be forced on the 27th of September or a day 
or two after, than on the 7th of Oaeber? . 

A. It is impoffihle for me to judge-I did not know their 
ftrellgth on the 19th of September,' or what reinforcements 
they received before the 7th of Oaober. . 

Q Did you apprehend the army might have made their 41. 
retreat good to Canada immediately after the aaion of the 
J 9th of September? 
. A. That depended entirely on circumftances. 

Q; Judging from the circumftances yeu then knew, what42• 

~s you~ ppinion ? 
G 3 A. I 
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A. I was n~t more acquainted wi!h the c'ircumftancea of 
the 19th of September than with thore of the 7th of oaQ~ 
ber. 

43' Q If the army had had three weeks more provifions whe~ 
they began their retreat, would no~ that have b~en a material 
circumftance to t,hem towards maktng ;Sood their retreat,) . 

A. The army could ha\'e defended themfelves longer In 

their entrenchments at Saratoga if they had had more pro
vifions. 

44. {~Had you known, immediate;ly after the action of the 
By Cenerat 19th 'of September, that a letter had been received from Sir 
Burgoyne. Henry Clinton, mentioning his intention to attack the high

lands about that tinie, would you have thought either a le
treat or an immediate attack on the enemy advifeable ? ' 

A. Certainly not. 
45. Q Do you know whether a council of war was called 011 

By o;h" the 20th of Sertember, or immediately after the engagement 
Mem,,,,. of the 19th of September' 

A. J don't know that there was. 
46. Q Did the army in which you ferved, in its approach to 

.t\:h,ny, expeCl: a co-operation from Sir William Howe 'on 
the North River? 

A. We di~l. 
47. Q Do YOI1 believe if the army under Sir William Howe,in~ 

!leaJ of going by eea up the Che(apeak to Philadelphia, had 
operated upon the North River to effeCl: a junction' with 
General Burgoyne's army, coniidering alfo the panic (hat pre
\'ail~d after the taking of Ticonderoga, that the army under 
General Burgoyne would have been made prifoners ? 

A. I fhould think not. 
43. Q Dit! you expect any great oppofition from the rebel 

army after the taking Ticonderoga? 
A. I did not. 

49. Q U~on ~hat groll~d~ did you fo pofitivelJ expect a 
cocoperatlOn with Sir Wilham Howe's army? 

A. From General Burgoyne's orders. 
5'). " 0..: Did you ever fec General' Burgoyne's orders? 

j\. Every day durinf; t!le campaign. 
sr. Q By ",:,hatorders'of General Burgoyne did you expect 

a eo-operatIOA? . ' ' 
j\. Early in OCl:ober General Burgoyne gave it Qut in 

orders that there were powerful armies of the King's then 
co-operating with ours. ' 

QDid 
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~ Did not thofe orders give {pi Tits to General Burgoyne's 52. 
army? " 

A. Situated as our atmy was, every pro[peCl: of reinforce. 
ment muft certainiy give us fpirits.-

Q.. Did you ever hear of any co-operation before thofe 53-
(lrClers of General Burgoyne's in Oaober ? 

A. It was generally talked of in the army, but not by 
authority. 

Q. Whether, if the operations of Sir Henry Clinton on 54-
the North Ri,er kad taken place in time, it w, ''Jld not have 
been look~d on as a very advantageous co-operation with 
General Burs,o\''1c'· army? 
\ . A. It might have been attended with very go~ confe
quence,. 

Q vVhat fituation in general, and particularly with re- 55. 
gad!.) pTOvifions, was General Burgoyne's army in, at the 
time you mentioned thofe encouraging hopes of co-operation 
in his orders? 

A. The army was put on !hort allowance at that time. 
Q '''''hether in military affairs a powerful diverfion, if 56. 

'tVc I execJ"",'" is not known often to an[wer very effeCtually 
ihe purpoles ot co-operation? 

A. Certainly very good effeCts have accrued from power
ful diver' on'. 

Q It there had ken a council of war on the 20th of 57. 
S'Dr':U;Jcr, orilflmediately after.the engagement of the 19th, 
fh~uld you have known of it ? 

A. I think I !Duft have heard of it. 
Q Whether, confidering the cir{;umfiances of Sir \Vil- 58. 

Ham Howe's having carried hiS ,army to Che[apeak Ba;', 
you fuppofed, or ever heard it Fuppofed~ that ::iir Hen~y 
Clinton would have attempted hIS operations up the North 
River fooner than he did, or previous to the arrival of his 
reinforcement from Europe? 

A. Notkn()wing Sir Henry Clinton's ftrengtl1, or his 
orders, nor the force the enemy had to oppofe him, it is 
impoffible for me to anfwer that queftion. 

Q What"t:ffcCt_ had it on 'the fpirits of General Bur- 59' 
gGyne's army when they found there was to be 110 co-operation 
between that army and the army of Sir WIlliam Howe! 
',' A. We' never knew but that tnert was to be a co_ 
oreration ? [It'itb' "'LV. 

. )-' CAPTAIN 
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CAPTAIN BLOOMFIELD, of the Artillery, called in, and 
examined by General Burgoyne. 

I. Q I N what capacity did you [erve in the campaign in 
America in I7 76 and 1777 ? 

A. :J was major of brigade of the royal artillery. 
2. Q Was you employed by General Phillip" on your reo 

turn to E00'land,' after the campaign of 1776, to [olicit a 
further [urply of artillery for the [ervice of the cnfuing 
campaign? . 

A. On my leaving General Phillips at St. John's, in the 
month of N~yember, 1776, !";JS charged with a letterto. 
Sir Guy Carleton, wherein he recommended it to make a 
demand of a furtherfupply of artillery' and flores for the 
complete equipment of an additional number of gun.boats 
for the fervice of Lake Champlain in the enfuing campaign, 
and likewife for the boats themfelvcs to be fent out in frame,' 
work. Sir Guy Carleton, on perufing the letter, difapproved 
of the boats being fent out, but approved of the demand of 
the flares arid artiilery agreeable to General Phillips's reo 
quefl, and they were acconlingly fent out in the beginning 
of theyear 1777· . 

3. Q At what time did you join the :lrmy in the campaigq 
of 1777 ? 

A. ! joined the army at Ticonderoga on -the 23d of July. 
4 Q Did you live in the family of General Phillips, ami 

• had you occafion t~ know his fe,ntlments refpeB:ing the attil· 
lery department? ' 

A. I did chiefly live with the general, and had frequent 
occafion to know his fentiments on the fubjeB: of the artilIery 
in the courfe'of my duty as brigade-major. ; 

5.' Q Did you know, or had you reaCon to believe; that the 
proportion of artillery employed that campaign was acco)"ding 
to the opinion and i-econlmenc1ation of General Phillips? 
, A.· I can have no doubt put thaS an officer of General Phil~ 
lips's rank and extenfive' experience mufl have deterlI\iQ!<4 
that point. . . .,. 

6. Q What was the diflcibution of the ;Htilh:ry after the: 
enemy evacuated Ticon&r.oga? . . ' 

A. The light hrigadeof artillery proceeded with the army 
by the way of Skenefborough; the park brigade alld f,tOfCf 
were conveyed acrofs Lake George in bateaux. ' 
" _ ~ r) •. :' 
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, ~ Was not a confiderable portion of artillery of the 7. 
heavieft kind either left at St. John's, fent back from Ticon
aeroe;a, or difpofed of in veffels ? 

A. It was: there were left at Ticonderoga fix IJeavy 
twelve-pounders, one light tv;elve-pounder, four light three
pounders, four royal mortars and twelve cohorns. Left 011 

board the Royal George; two heavy twenty-four pounders, 
~wo thirtc;en-inch mortars, two ten-inch mortars, four eight

.wch mortars, four royal mortars and eight cohorns. Sent 
back to St. John's in the Radau, fourteen heavy twenty
four pounders, two eight-inch howitzers. Left at Fort 
George, four medium twelve-pounders, two light fix
pounders, t\vo eight-inch howitzers, two royal howitzers_ 
With Celonel St. 'Leger's expedition to Fort Stanwix were 
fent two light fix-pounders, two light three-pounders, four 
cohorns. Left at St. John's, four light fix-pounders, five 
light three-pounders, four cohorn mortars: that was the 
'diftribution of artillery that remained after the army had 
quitted Fort Geo~ge. The quantity of artillery brought 
forward with the army were four medium twelve-pounders, 
two light twenty-four-pounders, eighteen light fix-pounders, 
fix light three-pounders, two eighteen-inch howitzers, four 
royal howitzers, two eight-inch mortars, four royal mortars. 
, ~ Was not that park artillery, though confifting of fame 8. 
twenty-four-pounders and fome twelve-pounders, properly 
fjeld artillery ? 
, A. They certainly were, and have ever been confidered as 
fuch on all field fervices. Heavy artillery is of a difti nCl: 
nature,' and confide'rably heavier than guns of the fame cali
bre Whicb we had ih the army . 
, 0.: Have you ever known a lefs proportion than the bri- 9-
gaded artillery, which 'was attached· to the line and to the 
iIdvanced corps, allotted to the fame number of troops? 

A. The proportion of field arti\lery certainly fhould vary 
both in quantity and nature according to the variety of cir
cumftanccs under ,iVhich the army is to act; the u[ual allot
ment of light field pieces are two to each battalion; and from 
a calculation of the number and ftrength of General Bur
goyne's army, r do not conceive that our light field artillery 
exceeded that propgrtion. . 
, ~ What do you apprehend was the propofed ufe of artll. 10. 

lcry in the country in which we were to aCl: ? 
A. To diilodge the enemy from fuch pofts as every where 

f refcDt themfelves in that part of the 4i:ountry, and from 
, • which 
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which it may be impoffible to diflodge them without artillery 
of a more confiderable calibre than light fix-pounders. . 

11 Q Do you remember the pofition whic;h the enemy. eva-
• cuated at Schuyler's Wand? , 

A. I do perfeaIy. . . , 
12. Q Had that pofition been maintaIned, wo?ld qot artl[~ery 

of the heavieft nature we had have been particularly femce
able? 

A. Provided the poft could not have been turned, and the 
enemy 'had made ufc of eve'ryadvantage 'lvhich ~he ground 
gave them, I have no doubt but the park artIllery woul~ 
have been ablolutely necdfary. 

I~. Q. Had the patrage of the HuMon's River, or of Batten 
.) Kill been dilputed, would artillery. of that nature have been 

ferviceablc ? 
A. Doubtlefs it would. 

14. Q Had the enemy taken a pofition at the Forks of the 
Mohawk River, would artillery of t!Jat nature have been 
ferviceable ? 

A. From the imperfeCl manner in which I faw that ground~ 
it appeared capable of being made extreme! y defenfiblc, and, 
{)f courfe, that fort of artillery would have been ferviceable. 

15. Q Had the army reached Albany, and it had been found 
expedient to fortify a camp there for the winter, would ar
tillery of that natLll'e have been neceiT.lry ? 

A. There can be no doubt of it. 
16. Q \Vllat do you apprehend to be the chief ufe of howit

zers and [mall mortars in the fieJel? 
A. I apprehend they art .of infinite fervice againft all kinds 

.of log work, abbatis, and againft enttenchments. The fmall 
mortars are particular! y ufeful againft redoubts and other 
works where the enemy are confined within a fmall(pace. 

17. ~ Are not log-works a [pe(;ies of fortification peculiar to 
that country? 

A. I never faw any elfcwhere., 
18., Q \Vas the carrying forward the artillery from Lake 

George t.o the ~!ace where the army croiTed the Hudfon's Ri
ver any ImpedIment to the tranfport of ptoviiions ? 

,A. The tranfport of our artillery and flores was conHant
ly made by horfes attached to our department, and therefore 
1 do Dot conceive ~t did in any manner in~erfere with 
the tranfport of provliions-I mean to confine my(elf, in th~ 
anfwer t6 the tranfport from Fort George to the HuMon's 

< River; for af'er croffing the river we had fome oxen and 
'horf" 
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~orfes attached to the fervice. of the artillery, which I be
heve were before employed m bringing forward provifions 
and bateaux. 

Q, What time did it take to ~ring forward the park artil- 19. 
lery li·om Fort George to the bnJg;e of boats over the Hud
fon's River? 

~. The light brigade and the artillery of the park, with 
theIr proper proportIOn of fiores and ammunition, had their 
horte-, carriages, and drivers con{l:antly attached to them; 
it therefore required no more time to carry thofe ftores than 
was necelfary for the carriages themielns to pat; from Fort 
George to the Hudion's River; but with reepeEl: to the re
ferve which was aft::rwards tranfported by water in bateaux, 
I believe two days with all our carriages would eafily have 
conveyed them to the HuMon's River. 

Q..: Do you remember the politi on of the King's troops 20. 
from the time of the attack on the 19th of September to the 
attack on the 7th of OEl:ober? 

A. Yes. 
Q Had the army made a movement to gain the left of 21. 

the enemy's entrenchments without previoufly conftruEl:ing 
redoubts on the heights that commanded the plain, would 
not the bateaux, proviiions and hofpital have been left open 
to an attack from the enemy" right? 

A. They would have been left expo[ed undoubtedly. 
Q., Were not the largeft guns we had the propercft pieces 22. 

of artillery for thofe redoubts? 
; A. I think it was a fervice that was exaCl:ly adapted to 
them. 

0.: Do you remember the difpofition made by Genera123. 
Burgoyne on the 7th of OEl:ober ? 

A. I do. 
Q., At what time was you wounded in that attack? 24. 
A. I ldieve in about twenty minutes after it commenced. 
~ What circumftance of the aEl:ion did you obferve be- 25. 

fore you was wounded, particularly re{peEl:ing the artillery 
and the enemy's advancing under the fire of the artillery, and 
what happened to the troops pofted immediately on the left 
of the artillery? 
, A. The ground on which the artillery was pofted was a 
clear fpot, in a great meafure fur rounded by woods, the 
fkirts of which on our left was dlftant about two hundred 
yards where the attack firft began., .The tiVo medi~m twelve
pounders were pofted on a fmall emmence, nearly m the cen-

•. 3 ~r 
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ter of this c1~ared fpot between German picquets and 
a detachment of the Herre Hanau regiment. On the ene
my's column approaching, the fire of the twdve-pounderi 
and the four fixes was immediately direElcd towards the ene
my's ~olumn, notwithfbmling which, they drew. up .alon& 
the iklrts of the wood bC:llnd trees, and after dnvmg In the 
Germans, kept a pretty warm fire of muiketry on the guns 
and the troops pofted about them; foon after this I heard a 
firing Oil the right towards a cleareu lpot, jeparated froQl us 
by a wood on which the light infantry were pofted on very 
commanding ground.' 0,1 their retreating, as alfo the twen
ty-fourth regiment who was drawn up in the wood on our 
right, the el)emy made their appearance on an ~minence o~ 
our right, and cut off the retreat of the artillery-At this 
moment I recei\'ed my ,""ound, and therefore can give no 
farther account of the circumftances of that day's aElion. 

Examined by other J'Jembers of the Commiltu. 
:!6. Q! What was the number of hor(e5 in general employed 

for the arti:kry after the march from Ticonderoga? 
A. The whole number of horb detached with the Britiih 

an !lery, previous to the paffing the Hudlon's River, w~s 
about four hU[ldred. 

27. Q. How many would have been neceifarv for the field 
pieces attached to the battalions only? • 

A. Eighteen fix pounders ar four horre. each; fix three, 
pounders at three horll's each, and two royal howitzers at 
three horles each: the remainder were for park artillery, 
ammunition, and frores of all kinds to accommodate the army 
on its march. . 

::8. Q ,\Va's the forage for there hor(es procured in the coun, 
tryon their march, or brought from a difunce ? 

A. A qua.?tity of oats was brouGht forw'lrd from Canada, 
but with relpctl to other forage they were under the ne
cejfity of caHeEling it in the neighbourhood of the encamp
ment. 

29 •. Q HolV many waggons might the bringing on that quan
tity of oats employ I 

A. I bel!eve. the quantity of oats after paffinO" Fort Ed
ward was 10 tnfling that I don't believe it loaded one wag
gon. 

So. Q, After .tJ1c a:my arrived at Fo~t Edward, did any de~ 
lay or not anle to Its forward procrrels from brinO"inrr on the 
park artlll~ry, waiting for horfes a~d drivers for fua:'purpofe, 
or to proVlde forage? . 

A. The. 
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A. The park artillery ~emained at Fort EC!wa"d no longer 
than was neceffary during the tlIne the army remained in 
that neighbourhood: I do not know of any delay whatever 
from the want of hodes and drivers. Had the park artillery 
moved forwards looner, no end could have been anfwered by 
it, before the bridge was thrown over the Hudl(JO's River. 

0.:. Were there any gun-boats fent out to ~ebec for the 31. 
campaign 1776? 

A. There were. 
0.: Were there a {llfficient number rent out, in your opi- 32. 

:gion ? 
A. It appeared that the naval force was (uperior to that of 

the rebels, from the event of that engagement; and there
fore I conclude, that for the ules of that campaign there were 
a {ufficient number. 

0.: Did you apprehend, before the event of the action on 33' 
the lakes, that the number was {ufficient, and went out in 
time? 

A. We had received very exaggerated accounts of the re
bel force on the lakes, and therefore uncommon exertions 
were ufed to rend.er our force as fprmidable as poffible; and 
probably fome time was loft, and the campaign in {orne 
degree retarded, from tlut circumftance. 

0.: Would the campaign have been retarded fa long if a 34. 
greater number of gun-boats had been fent out? 

A. Certainly not. 
0.,. ""Vhat number of artificers were {cnt to Canada for the 35. 

campaign in 1776? 
A. I don't immediately recolleCt the exact number: but 

I think Colond Chriftie engaged about two hundred. I 
know of no others being fent out. 

0.,. Do you know of more being aiked for by the artillery 36. 
or enffineers, as neceffary for the campaign? _ 

A.oI did hear of fome rueh intention; but at this diftance 
of time I cannot particubrly anrwer that queftion. 

0.:. Whether the number of artificers ftnt out for that 37. 
campaign were, in any degree, {uflieient for the purpofe of 
carrying it on ? 

A. Certainly not. We were under the neceffity of col
leCting all the artificers that could be met with in Canada for 
the armament of St. John's only, moil: of the b:lteaux being 
built by private contraCt. 

0.:. Were not the {)?cl'ations of that camplign confiderahly 3~. 
fcta,·ded. 

9.1 
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retarded, for want of the number of artificers thal were 
aiked for and not granted ? 

A. Had the number of artificers been greater, there call 
be nc doubt but the work would have gone on much fafter. 
With refpeCt to the artificers being demanded, I have already 
faid I clo not recolleCt the number. -

39. Q Were there not horfes nece£[ary for ,conveying the ftores 
and ammunition nece£[ary for the field tram; and how many? 

A. The beft anfwer to that queftion will, I apprehend, be 
a ftate of the number of horfes aCtually attached to the feve

, ral briO'ades of artiltery, fince the allotment of ftores and 
ammu~tion were exacHy proportioned to the number of 

Anfwer in-pieces which they accompanied.--_ ':i~u::~~o ,[The brigade att~ched to the advanced corps of light ar
~ de',il. tillery confifted of elghty-five--] 

40 • Q HolV many horfes might have been Cpared, if Jhe. 
heavy park of artillery had not attended the army? 

A. It would have made a difference of two hundred and 
thirty feven horfes. 

41. ~ Was the army furnifhed with carts to have employed. 
thofe two hundred and thirty-feven horfes ? 

A. I really cannot anfwer that queftion of my own know-
ledge. [Withdrew. 

Jovis 3" die Junii, 1779. 

LIBUTEN ANT COLONEL KINGSTON called, 

I. Q." I~ 
1777 ? 

amined by General Burgoyne. 

what capacity did you aCt in the 

In and ex-

campaign of 

A. As deputy adjutant general of the province of Q!!e
bec; I aCted as adjutant general of the army under General 
Burgoyne, al)d alio as fecretary to General Burgoyne. 

2. Q DId not that double canacity, and the confidence with 
which General Burgoyne tre~ted you, lead you to the know~ 
ledge of the male rial circllmlhnces attending that cam
paign? 

A. I looked on myfelf to be in the entire confidence of 
the general. 

3. Q. J?id Gene~al Burgo;,:ne give any orders for the aug
menratlOn of artIllery deftmed for this expedition after his 
arri val in Canada? • 

A. , There 'vas no fuch ?rder .went-through me; nor did 1 
hear of any fuch order bewg gIVen. 

Q; Have 
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Q. Have you- rea{on to believe that the proportion of ar- 4. 
tiJIery employed was according to the opinion and recommen
dation of Major General Phillips? 

A. I believe General Burgoyne had the greateil: confidence 
in Geo.eral Phillips's knowledge and abilities; and I belie ... e 
the proportion of artillery to have been arranged between 
General Phillips and Sir Guy Carleton, becaufe I don't 
know of any directions given by General Burgoyne upon 
that head. 

Q. What were the orders gi,-en, at the opening of the S. 
campaign, refpeB:ing the incumbrances of baggage? 

[The witneji reflrs to tbe orderly book, uNci) he bad wilb him.] 
Read the orders. -

. They are the original orders, written by myfelf at the 
tIme. 

[Reads.] "Extracts from orders iifued by Lieutenant Gene
ral Burgoyne at Montreal, dated 30th May, 1777. 

" The regiments deil:ined for the expeclition under Gene
" ral Burgoyne are to leave in their re{pective il:ores their 
" blanket coats, legging, and all baggage that can be {pared 
" during the fummer months; the officers are depended on 
" not to encumber the fervice with more baggage than 111all 
" be abfolutely neceffary for a campaign where the move
" ments may be expected to be fuclclen and alert; the por
" tion of bateaux to each regiment will be regulated on thole 
" principles." 

Q. Were thofe orders afterwards enforced? 6. 
A. Orders were iifued again to the fame purport, d .. tcd 

Skenefborough Houfe, July 12. 

[Readr.] " It is obferved that the injunction given, before 
" the army took the field, relati I'e to the baggage of officers, 
" has not been complied with; and that the regiments in 
" general are encumbered with much more baggage than they 
" can poffibly be fupplied wilhmeansof conv~'ylng, when they 
" quit the lake and rivers; warning is therefore again given 
" to the officers, to convey by the b",~auxf' which will foon 
" return to Ticonderoga, the baggage that is not indifpen
" fibly neceifary to them; or upon the firil: [udJen move
" ment, it muil: inevitably be left upon the ground. Such 
" gentlemen as ferved inAmerica the lail: war may remember 
" that the o'ffictrs took up with loldicrs' tents and often con
" fined their baggage to a kn~pfack for months together." 

Q: Have 

9S 
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8. <h Have you a le:ter from CTeneral Burgoyne to General 

Reidefel, on the fubJeB: of the Incumbrance of b~g~age? 
A. I have an extraB: of it, taken froID the onglDal letter 

in the letter-book. It is as follows: 
Ex/rat! of a Lmer from Lieut. Gen. Burgoynt to Major GmmlI 

Reidifel, dated Head ~uarters at Skenejhoyough, the 18tb 

1uly, 1777· 
" Je vous fupplie de faire en forte, que I'efprit de 1'or

" dre par rapport i Ie renvoye des baggages des offi
" ciers it Ticonderoga aye lieu. 

" Les baggages des officiers Britaniques fon~ .deja ren
"voyes et il n'en rd1:e a pluiieurs qo'une petite tente, 
" et un'valife. C'cft reelement pour l'intereft de l'offi
" cier a 1 a fin, que je fuis fi porte a cet article." 

T RAN 5 L A T ION. 

" I requeft you to take meafures that the fpirit of 
" the order refpeCl:ing the fending back officers' baggage 
" to Ticonderoga may have due force. 

" The baggage of the Britifh officers is already gone, 
" and many of them have onl y retained a fmall tent and 
" one cloak bag. It is really for the intereft of the 
" officers, in the end, that I am fo preffing upon this 
" fubjeCl:." 

9. 0.: When the contraCl: was made for horfes and carts at 
Montreal, was it the general opinion of the perCons of beft 
intelligence conCulted, that the number was more or leCs than 
necdfary for the iervice on which we were going? 

A. In general converfation on that fl.lbjeB: I remember to 
have heard it faiu, that though they were infufficient, we 
might expeB: to find additional Cupplies in the~ountry. I 
have extraCl:s of letters here that paired between General Bur-

s .. the goyne and General Phillips on that CubjeCl:: They are ex
Ap~,,,di<. traCl:ed from the originalletter copy-book. 

10. 0.: Have yol the ~eturns, or extraCl:s. of the returns, of 
the ftr~ngth of the army at all the different periods of the 
campaign? ~ 

A. I have extraCl:s from the returns. 
11 •. ~ What was the ftrength of the regular troops, at the 

hlgheft, at the opening of the campaign, rank and file, fit 
for duty? 

A. The firft returns I rccci,'ed on the firft of July. 
Tho 
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The Britifh W1:re 
Germans 

3576 fit for duty. 
2919 do. 

6489 
I fpeak folely uf the army under Lieutenant General Bur
goyne. 

Q \\:,hat were the numbers of the artillery, and the corps 12. 
under Lieutenant N utt, attached to the fervice of the art il
liry t 

Britifh artillery 257 
Germans 100 
Recruits under Lieut. Nutt 154 

Q Were there any other troops in the army that could be 13' 
called regulars? 

A. There were Canadians, Provincials, and Indians; but 
I never confide red them as regulars, becaufe they were not 
difciplined. 

Q Can you ftate about what was the number of the Ca- 14. 
nadians? 

A. The Canadians were 148 the higheft number. 
Q The Provincials? 15. 
A. I would he underftood to fpeak to the opening of the 

campaign the firft of July. They were low then, and en
creafed afterward. They were then 83' 

Q The Indians? 16. 
A. Between three and four hundred. It was very difficult 

to collea what their number was exaaly. 
Q, Was the army ever [0 high in numhers, Provincials 17. 

and Indians excepted, as at that period? 
A. I believe it never was. On the 3d of September ad

ditional companies joined the Britifh, to the amount of about' 
300 men; but from killed and wounded, and the garrifon 
left at Ticonderoga, the army was at no time equal to its firft 
number. I 

Q What was the force left at Ticonderoga? IS. 
A. The firft garrifon confifted of 462 Britilh, rank and 

file; 448 Germans, rank and fik, making 9.10 in the whole. 
Q Do you remember the difficulties which attended mov- 19. 

ing the wounded to Ticonderoga, after the aaion at Huber
ton? 

A. I remember to have heard they were very great. Dif
ferent propofitions were made for the removing them, fu~h 
as biers and hand-barrows, which were fo very incommo.h
ous, that I remember to have been told that the wounded 

H wm,ld 
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would rather be left where they were than move in the theD 
fiate of their wounds by fuch conveyances. ' 

20. Q Do you know what were General Burgoyne's motives 
for detaching General Reidefel with a large corps of troops 
ro the country in the neighbourhood of Caftleton ? 

A. I don't remember to have been prefent when General 
Reidefel received his orders or inftruCl:ions; but I underftood 
it was to create an alarm towards the ConneCl:icut, to give en
couragement to the loyal inhabitants, if any fuch there were, 
and to proteCl: thole that were wounded at Huberton Or there
abouts. 

21. Q Was the rem~val of thofe wounded eff"eCl:ed long be
fore General Reidelel was recalled from Caftletgn ? 

A. I believe not; for I am not quite certain that the 
whole were moved when General Reidefel returned to the 
army at Skendborough, a day or two before the firft divifion 
of the army moved towards fort Anne. 

2·2. Q Have you any papers written by General Burgoyne 
between the time he was at Montreal and the time he left 
Skenelborough, I:xplanatory of the motives on which he 
aCl:ed? 

See Appen- A. I have. They are extraCl:s from the original letter-
liix. book. 

23. Q Are you acquainted with any faCl:s that will afcer
tain whether, on the army's arriving at Fort Edward, it was 
forwarder in its progrefs towards Albany, in point of time, 
than it would have been had it taken the route by Ticondero
ga and Lake George? 

A. In anfwer to that queftion I have to fay, the army, by 
tak!ng that route, was a-head of the tranfport of proviJioDs, 
whIch, for the greater part, went from Ticonderoaa by the 
route of Lake George? 0 

24. Q At Our firft arrival at Fort Edward, and previous to 
the. roads being me-nded, in what proportion did provifioll! 
arnve at Our camp? 

A. Very Ii ttlc more than for the immediate confumptioD. 
25· Q Ha~·e you the memorandum-books of Sir Franca 

Clarke! 
_ A. Yes. 

26. Q Do you know t~em to ~e his ~and-writing ? 
A. I am fully convInced of 1t, havmg feen him enter many 

of the articles in thefe books. 
27. Q Has there been any alteration or addition fincc you had 

them? .-

A. None 
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A. None • 
. <4. What was the charaaer of Sir Francis Clarke refpea- 28. 
lng his accuracy? 

A. I never faw an officer more attentive to the duties of 
his ftation than Sir Francis Clarke, and always found him 
exceedingly accurate in the remarks he made. 

Q, Are there any memorandums refpeaing the arrival of 29. 
provifions at that time? 

A. There are feveral. 
Q.. You will read two or three? 
A. [Reads.] "Fifth Augufi.-Viaualling of the army 30. 

cc out this day, and from difficulties of the roads and tranf-
" ports, no provifion came in this night." 

" Sixth Auguft.-At ten o'clock this morning, not quite 
" enough provifions arrived for the confumption of two 
" day i." 

Q.. Was it in general underfiood, from the combined in- 31• 
te1ligencc received by General Reidefel, while he was detach-
ed to Caftleton, and that received by General Burgoyne 
from the Provincials in his camp, that there were many well. 
affeaed inhabitants towards Bennington, who would Ibew 
themfelves on the approach of troops; and that there was 
dejeaion and fubmiffion among the party attached to the 
congrefs in that country? 

A. I did hear feveral reports to that purpofe. 
<l.:. Have you the original rough draft of the expedition to 32• 

Benningt~n, as prefented to General Burgoyne from General 
Reidefel; with General Burgoyne's alterations and addi
tions? 

A. I have the original rough draft of the propofals for the 
expedition to Bennington; but not being prefent at the time, 
I can't fay whether thofe propofals were delivered by Gene
ral Reidefel or not; but I know of alterations made in 
thofe propofals by General Burgoyne, from a knowledge of 
his hand-writing. 

Note, The witncfs delivered in to the Committee the origi- Se. App'''-
nal rough draft of the Infiruaions, with a fair copy. dix. 

<4 Whether you have reafon to know that all the era~u.res 33. 
and alterations in that plan were made before the expedition 
took place? 

A. I believe they were, from the reading of it. 
~ Do you remember taking this plan to General Phillips 34. 

H 2 the 
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the day General Burgoyne went to Fort George to infpea: 
the tranfport of provifions ? . 

A. I do remember it very well; it was tbe rough draft 
I took. 

35. Q What were General Phillips's fcntiments upon it ? 
A. I remember General ·Phillips and I had a long conver

Cation on the flownefs sf the arrival of the tranfport of pro
vifions' and he faid he looked on this as a very good idea; 
that he'faw no objeClion, and aiked me if I knew'of any. 

36. Q Do you remember fhewing the plan to General FraCel'? 
A. I do very well. 

37. Q What did he exprefs on. thi.s fubJelt ? 
A. He defired me to leave It with hlnI till the afternoon for 

his confideration. He came himfelf to my tent the next 
morning earty ; he eXl'rdfed himfelf to me in a manner that' 
conveyed a difapprobation of the Germans being employed' 
in it. I think I obferved to him that fince the honour gained 
by th~ advanced corps at Huberton, I believed General Rei
deeel was defirous of having the Germans employed. I men
tioned to General Frafer my ideas of provinons being obtain
ed by that expedition, and the army thereby enabled to get 
quicker on to Albany than waiting for the flow tranfport from 
Felrt George. General frafer faid fomething about Germans, 
which I don't recoIlea; which brought this remark from me; 
1 defired General Frafer, from the friendfhip he had for Ge
neral Burgoyne, if he faw any Teal objeaion to this plart, 
to exprefs himfelf fully and freely to General Burgoyne 
himfelf; that the fcouts of the army and the guides were 
attached to his the advanced corps, and 'he might, through 
them, perhaps know more of the nature of the country thin 
I did; and therefore I preffed him to mention his objeaioils, 
if he had ally, to General Burgoyne. I think he faid, but 
am not quite certain, "the Germans are not a very a£\ive 
" people; hut it may dp." I prelIed him at parting to go 
to General Burgoyne, if he thought it would BOot do-. He 
faid No, and went off. . 

38. Q Were not ma~y of the Provincials in the army of the 
country abo~t Bennington, and towards the Connelticut ? 

A. I can t pretend to fay tliey were from that country; 
but I underftood many of them were well acquainted With 
that country. 

39. ~ Do you relm:mber Captain Sherwood in 'particular ? 
A. I do very well. 

40. Q.: Was he of that country ~ 
A. I 
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A. I underftood he was of that neighbourhood. 
Q Did y vu ever hear Colonel Skeene, or any other Pro- 4J. 

vincial, confulted on an expedition into that country, exprefs 
any apprehenfion of its fllCCeis ? 

A. I never did. Sir Francis Clarke told me he had re
ceived favourable accounts from Colonel Skeene; and I be
lieve afler part of the expedition had taken place. 

Q.. Are there any memorandums of Sir Francis Clarke's, 42. 
reCpeCting the expedition to Bennington? 

A. Yes. 
Q Is there any that marks the diftance between Batten 43. 

Kill and Bennington? 
A. Yes; it is his hand-writing. 
[Reads. ] " From the mouth of Batten Kill, Eaft, for 

" two J;Ililes; then ftrike off South Eaft for about fifteen 
" miles to Cambridge; and fo on about twelve miles to 
" Bennington." 
~ Have you the original letters, written from Colonel 44. 

~aume to General Burgoyne, while he was on the expe-

JOI 

dition ? Se. tb. 
A. They are here. [He delivered them in to the Committee. App.ndi2. 
Q Is there any memorandum of Sir Francis Clarke's, 45. 

marking the time when Colonel Breyman was ordered to 
march to fupport Colonel Baume ? 

A. [ReadJ.) " 15th Auguft. Exprefs arrived from 
~, Sancoick, at five in the morning; corps de reCerve or-
" dered to matlCh. -r 

" l6th Auguft. During the night, exprefs arrived from 
" SancQick with an account of the repulfe this evening of a 
" detachment of ours on expedition. 

" Sunday, 17th of Auguft. The general went up to 
" the twentieth regiment, advanced on the road to Sancoick, 
" and met the corps de rtferve, the men of that expedition 
" returning all day." 
~ Do vou recolleB: what time of the day it was Gene- 46• 

ral Burgoyne met Colonel BIeyman (/In his return on the 
17th ? 

A. I think it was fometime between one and three 
o'clock. 

Q Have you the inftruB:ions given by General Bur- 41· b 

goyne to Colonel Skeene on that expedition ? !~ep~n~ix" 
A. Here is a copy of them. . 48. 
Q: Is there any memorandum of Sir Francia Clarke's, of 

H.3 any 
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any intelligence received from Colonel St. Leger abc.ut this 
time? 

A. Tl,,-re is of the 12th of Auguft. 
[Reads.] " This morning received intelligence of an 

" aEl:ion near Fort Stanwix." , . 
49' Q, After the failure of the expedition to Bennington; 

can you fpeak to the efforts made for forwaming pro
vifions? 

A. I know that very great efforts were made both before 
and after. I underftood that General Burgoyne and General 
l'hillips had been both at different times at Fort George to 
forward the provifions, and I believe fuhfequent to the ill 
news from Bennington. The quarter.matler.general (I 
mean Captain Money) was rent by General Burgoyne to 
Fort Edward, and 1 believe to Fort George, to colleEl: all 
horfes and teams pollible, and te make every exertion to 
bring forward the provifions. 

o Q; Have you the caicplalion, made by the commi/fary
S,. the 

5 • general, of the carriages 'and horfes neceifary for differellt 
Appendix. given quantities of provifions ? . 

A. It is here. I believe it is the original. 
sr. Q, Did the march of the artillery from Fott George to 

the hridge of boats over HuMOR's River, interfere with the 
tranfport of provifions ? 

A. I have had many converfations with General Phillips 
and the quarter.mafter.general about the tranfport of pro· 
vifions, and never remember to have heard from them, or 
any other perfon, that the march of the artillery interfered 
in any manner with the tranfport of provifions? ' 

52. Q; About what time did the· additional companies 
arrive? 

A; The 3d of September. 
53. ~ Wha~ was the fiate of the army when we paifed the 

Hudfon's RIver? 
A. My return goes to the firft of September. 

BritifiJ, fit for duty under arms, 2635 rank ",nd file. 
Germans I 7 I I 

The 3~o additional did not join the army till the 3d of 
S~ptember, fo that this return is exc1uuve of them. 

54. ~ What was the firength of the artillery and Lieutenant 
N utt's corps at that time? 

A. I believe there was very little variation in either of 
them from the former return. 

~5· Q:, Have you General Burgoyne's application to Sir Guy 
Carlel!'~ 
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Carleton for a garrifon from Canada for Ticonderoga, before 
he patred the HuMon's River? 

A. I have extraCts from letters lif General Burgoyne to 

lOS 

Sir Guy Carleton, the I Hh of July, 1777, and on the 29th See the 
of July, 1777. Appendix. 

~ Was there any confiderable alteration in the ftrength 56. 
of the army between the return of the Iil: of September, 
and the a8:ion on the 19th? 

A. There was a fkirmifh or two, but the 10Cs was not 
material in that interval. 

Q In the couree of the fervice, did you ever know any 57-
inftance of a day of aCtion, where there was not fome de
duCtion from the effeCtive ftrength upon paper, for baggage 
guards, bat-men, care of the fick, and other indilpenfible 
regimental i:ontingencies ? 

A. I apprehend there rnuft always be deduCtions of that 
fort? 
~ In the Cervice of our campaign, was there not a con- 58. 

fiderable additional deduCtion for the care and defence of the 
bateaux and moveable magazines? 

A. It mufi: of courfe make an additional drain from the 
army. 
~ Was not aU we had of the forty-Ceventh regiment ap- 59 

propriated for that particular fervice ? 
A. It generally was; I believe always fo. 60. 
Q There deduCtions confidered, about what number do 

you compute the Britifh line to have confifted of on the day 
of the aCtion of the 19th ( 

A. I believe the four regiments of the line engaged that 
day amounted to little more than one thoufand one hundred 
men on the lpot under arms in the aCtion. 
~ What lo[s did the Britifh Cuftain in that aCtion? 61. 
A. Killed, wounded, and prifoners, rather more than Ids 

than five hundred. ' 
Q Can you fpeak particularly to the 10Cs of the line? 62. 
A. J beheve about feventy-1Jx killed rank and 11k, and 

between two hundred and forty and two hundred and fifty 
wounded, and about twenty-eight or thirty miffing and 
prifoners. 
~ Do you recolleCt the ftrength of the 20th regiment 63-

when they made their laft charge on the enemy' ? 
A. I do very well. I was by General Phillips when the 

orders were given for that charge; he was then. in the front 
of the line: the ranks appeared to be very thm, the regi

ment 
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ment were much fatio-ued with the length of the aaion, b\l~ 
moved on to the charge with fpirit. 

64. Q Do you rememb~r Gen:ral Burgoyne goin~ up to the 
fixty-fecond reo-iment llnmedlately after the firing ceafed, 
and the report "'thar WClS nlade to him by tjle commandin$ 
officer of the rUle of that regiment? 

A. I remember it, and tI)e officer reporting the great laCs 
they had fuf1:ained in the aCtion; I (aw them, and tbey 
appeared to be very confiderabl y reduced in number? 

65. Q Do you remember the officer mentioning that they bad 
not above fifty or fixty men in the regiment? 

A. I can't {peak pofith-ely to that; but in my own judg. 
ment they did not exceed that number. 

66. Q ·Were not both the field-officers wounded? 
A. Colonel Anftruther and Major Harnage were both 

wounded, and a great many other officers were killed and 
wounded, and the regim~nt lufered greatly. 

67. Q To what degree did the men of the artillery fuffer ill 
that aCtion? 

A. I think, hut am not quite certain, that the number 
that were with four guns amounted to forty-eight. I faw 
Captain Jones who was a very gallant man, and commanded 
thore four g"ns, killed, and fame other officers wounded, and 
I believe about thlity-fix of the men were killed and wound. 
cd. 1 fhould in juftice to the artillery fay, that I think it i. 
not in the power of men to keep a better fire, both of round 
and grap"-fhot, than was fucceffively maintained for feveral 
hours that da y. 

68. Q From your experience in the fervice, do you conceive· 
it would have occurred to any officer, to engage troops, if\tc 
could poffihly avoid it, in the fituation in which the Brltlft( 
line was the day after that aCtion; .. 

A. The experience of an officer of my inferior rank does 
not lead to much; but I fhonld have been forry to have 
given orders to thofe regiments, after the gallant fufferings 
of that day, to have attacked an army reported, both from 
cur fp!es and our prifoners, to he very near if not more than 
four tllnes the number of Our whole force: add to this, the 
country was a very thick wood, and the fituation of the rabel 
c<!mp, I believe, could not by any means be reconnoitr~d 
within that (pace of time. ' 

69' Q Do,.You remem?er General Burgoyne receiving a let
ter frolll Clf Henry Chnton the dJy but one after that aaion, 

. . informiD~ 
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informing him, that he intended about that time an attack on 
Fort Montgomery? 

A. I do 'J'emembcr his receiving a letter from Sir Henry 
Clinton about that time; it was the 22d of September? 

Q,. Do you Imagine that any officer knowing of that let-70. 
tel' would have entertained thoughts of immediately renew-
ing an attack upon the enemy? 

A. As far as an opinion of an officer of my inferior rank 
goes, I fhould not have thought of it, nor did I hear any 
officer of any rank exprefs fuch an idea at that time. 

Q. From what you knew of the country, did you not be-71. 
lieve that a fuccefsful attack from Sir Henry Clinton ,during 
the time we lay at that camp, would either have dillodged 
General Gates entirely, or have obliged him to detach con
fiderably from his army? 

A. I remember our teouts giving information, that a bridge 
was laid over the Hudfon's River, very near the enemy's 
camp; and it was the opinion of fome very confidential men 
that were employed in that army in that capacity, and were 
much under the direaion of General Frater, that on the 
approach of Sir Henry Clinton's army, the army of Mr. 
Gates couln not frand us, but would crofs the river, and go 
towards 1\'ew England. Whether the idea was right or 
wrong, I can't tell. 

0, Did you ever hear fuch per(ons, or any others, ex- 72. 
prefs an idea, that the enemy would have taken the fame 
rneafure, on our advancing to attack them, without that co
operation? 

A. I don't remember to have heard any fuch thing. 
0.: Do you imagine that any officer knowing of Sir 73. 

Henry Clinton's letters, would have thought it proper to 
retreat after the aaion of the 19th of September? 

A. I never heard any officer exprefs an idea of that fort. 
1 don't know what officers mi;;;ht be within the knowledge of 
filch a letter; but I lived intimately with General Phillips, 
General FraCer, and with Mr. Twifs, the engineer; whether 
the letter was in their knowledge or not, I don't know: but I 
never heard them exprefs fuch an idea. 

0.: Did you ever hear any officer of that army, though 74· 
~nacquainted with the letter, before or fince the time, ex
prefs a difapprobation of the meafure of remaining in that 
camp without either attacking or retreating? 

A. Neither then'or at any time while I remailled inAmerica, 
and of courfe not fince. 

Q: From 

10~ 
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75. Q. From your converfation with the chief engineer, and 
from other circumftances, have you reafon to know, that 
every poilible means were ufed after the aaion of the 19th, 
to obtain a knowledve of the ground on the enemy's left? 

A. I had freque~t converrations with the chief engineer, 
on that fubjea. I believe his attention was given to that 
point almoft every day, and a knowledge of that ground I 
underfiood to be very difficult to be obtained. 

76. Q. Was not the right of the enemy deemed imprac. 
ticable? 

A. I had no opportunity myfelf of feeing the right of the 
enemy; but r underftood from others, that the poution was 
too ftrong to be attacked with any profpea of fuccefs. 

77. ~ Were there not frequent confultations held between 
General Burgoyne, General Phillips and General Frafer, 
previous to the movement up to the enemy on the 7th of 
Oaober? 

A. J underftood there was fcarce a day palIed without fuch 
confultation; I believe no day after the aaion of the 19th. ,8. ~ Did you conceive that the chief purpole of that move· 
ment was to attain a knowledge of the left of the enemy's 
poution, and if expedient to attack them there ? 

A. I underftood it was. 
79. Q Did it appear to you, that the force left in camp, 

under General Hamilton, was more than fufficient to keep 
the enemy in check? 

.A 1 don't think it was. 
So. ~ From the intimacy and confidence in which you lived 

with General Burgoyne and General Frafer, do you imagine 
any difagreement of opil'lion could have fubufted between 
them without your knowledge? 

A. I think 1 muft have heard of it. 
S I. Q Do you know any inftance, but more efpecially reo 

fpetting the periods of pailing the Hudfon's River, the 
aCtion of the 19th of September, and that of the 7th of 
Oaober, wherein General Frafer expreifed a difapprobation', 
of General Burgoyne's mealures ? ' 

A. I do not: hut I would beg leave to obferve, that upon 
the- plan ~o .Benni~gton, General Frafer had expreifed a dif· 
fercn~ OplnlOn, with refpea to employing the Germans. At 
the tIme of pailing the HuMon's River, and after it was 
croifed, I had a great deal of converfation with General 
Frafer: he feemed to exprefs fatisfaaion in the manner in 
which the tfOOpS had paffed. 

Q: In 
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Q In the a8:ion of the 7th of -OCtober, after the Gcr- 82. 

man troops on the left of the artillery had given way, did 
you obferve General Phillips and General Reide[d in perton t 

A. I was with General Phillips at different times, and I 
faw General Reidefel more than once; they were both very 
a8:ive, and exerted themfelves very much to form the broken 
troops, and to make the retreat as regular as the circum
ftances would permit. 

Q What wanhe laft time you faw Sir Fran'cis Clarke in 83-
that aCtion, and do you know what orders he was carrying? 

A. It was after the retreat was become very general. Sir 
Francis Clarke aiked me, if I had given any orders to the 
artillery to retreat? I told him, that as there was a major
general of the artillery in the field, who was confelfed by 
the army to be a very excellent officer, I would not take on 
myfelf, as adjutant-general, to give orders to any part of the 
artillery. Sir Francis Clarke told me, that a ditjlOfition had 
been made for a ~eneral retreat, a(ld that he was going with 
orders from General Burgoyne to bring off the artillery. 
About the infrant we were parting, a very heavy fire came 
upon us from, the ene!:'y, and I hav~ fince, had rea[on to be
lieve, that Sir FranCIS Clarke received hiS wound at that 
time. 

Q On the day of the 8th, do you remember the enemy 84-
forming a line in the meadows, and making a demonfrration 
of attacking us ? 

A. I do remember it very well, and that there was a great 
deal of cannonading from the enemy. 

Q Do you alto remember a cannonading in the afternoon, 85-
about the time of <;7eneral Fra[er's funeral? 

A. I think I /hall never forget that circumftance. Gene
ral Fra[er, I underftood, had deured to be buried privately, 
in one of the redoubts that had been raired for the prote8:ion 
of our magazines anrl frores; as the corpfe was palling by, 
General Burgoyne, General Phillips, and I believe General 
Reidefel, and feveral other officers, out of re[peCt to Gene
ral Frafer's memory, and to do him honour in the eyes of 
the army, notwithftanding his requeft, ~tten~ed. his funeral 
into the redoubt. The enemy were III thiS lllftance, I 
thought, very defeCtive in point of humanity; they.pointed 
a gun or two at that very redoubt, and kept up a bn1k can
nonade during the whole of the funeral fervice, which was 
performed with great folemnity anq very delililerately by 

Mr. 

!OJ 
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Mr. Brudenel, the chaplain. I never faw fo atfeaillg a 
fight. 

86. Q Do you remember on the march, to Saratoga fe~il\g a 
corps of the enemy at work o~ the plain of Saratoga? 

A. 1 do very well; a worklllg party, an~ what appcare~ 
to be a battalion or more drawn up as a covenng party. 

57. Q Was that the corps that afterwards took pail: on th~ 
oppofite fide of the river! 

A. I believe it was the Came corps r Caw afterwards paffing 
the ford. 

SS. Q, After the arrival of the army at Saratoga, was Lieute
nant Colonel. Sutherland detached with a command to cover a 
party of workmen to repair bridges and ro~ds, in order t~ 
conlinue the retreat on the weil: fide of the nver ? 

A. He was ordered with a party to repair bridges and road. 
on the weft fide. 

89' Q, Do you remember on what account Colonel Sutherlallli 
and the party were recalled? 

A. I believe it was on information given by our fcouts" 
that the enemy were preparing to attack us in great force • .,0. Q, Have you further rea[on to know that a general attac~ 
on that day was really intended by the enemy? 

A. There was particular caution fent round to all t)le 
troops to be prepared for that attack, as it was expea~d it 
would be attempted under cover of a very thick fog then 
prevailing. After the convention had taken place, a general 
officer in the rebel fer vice acquainted me, that fuch an attack 
was intended, and from information, I believe from deferters, 
or from their o_wn [couts, that our army was exceedingly 
well prepared to receive them, that they would be very much 
expo fed when they came on the plain to our artillery, he not 
only retreated with his command, but fent word to anotbe,r 
general officer to retreat alfo. The other general officer was his 
jenior; but he had taken that upon him, from the fear of 
the con[equences of fuch an attack, of which he fent word 
to General Gates, who approved and confirmed his order. 

91. Q, Previous to the council of war towhich the field office~1 
were ~al1ed, do you remember it ~eing determine4 in .thp 
counCIl ?f the generals, to try a mght march, abandonlOg 
the carnages and baggage, and orders being given for the 
delivery of as much provifions as the men could carry? 

A. I do remember fuch a determination very well. 
92. Q, What prevented the execution of it ? 

A.I 
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A. I underftood there were (r(ch difficulties in getting out 

the p-roviflOns, that the delivery of the necetrary provifions 
could not be accomplifhed. 

Q., Had we intelligence the next day from different fcouts, 93 
that the enemy was in potreffion of the country in force, on • 
both fides the Hudfon's River, between us and Fort Edward? 

A. J underftood, from fOlille of the fcouts thm we had 
been accuftomed moft to depend on, that the enemy were (0 
pafted. . 

Q., Have you reafon to know that the intelligence General 94. 
Burgoyne ftated to the council of war on this fubjeCl: was 
true? 

A. I was atrured by one of the general officers who con
duCted us towards Bofton, that troops of theirs were in the 
pofition that our (couts had given us information of. 

Q.. Did you learn at the fame time at what period thore 95. 
pofts were taken up by the enemy, whether before or after 
our arrival at Saratoga 1 

A. I have extraCts of minutes made at that time, from 
the mouth of the general officer I mentioned. 

[Reads. ]-" When the king's army was returning to Sara
" toga, a brigade of fifteen hundred men were pofted on the 
". eaft fide of .the HuMon's River, to difpute the ford, and 
" two thoufand men more were pufted between us and Fort 
" Edward, on the fame fide of the river."-Fourteen hun
dred more were alfo po!l:ed oppofite to Saratoga, a little above 
the other party I mentioned berore, to prevent our paffing the 
Hudfon's River. Fifteen hundred of thofe I have mentioned 
were pofted on or before the 5th of OCtober. The others, I 
remember very well now to have heard, were pafted previous 
to the 7th of OCtober. 
~ Have you an extraCt of the laft council of War at~. 

which the field officers afiifted ? • 
A. The extraCt is true, excepting the names of the officers, 

and the votes they gave. I have the original pa~er, wi th 
the names of the officers that compared the councIl; and I See App.n-
believe their opinions. ['7 he lx/raEl produced. dix. 

~ Did you ever hear of a propoCal made by General 97· 
Phillips, to make a way from Saratoga to Ticonderoga with 
a body of troops? 

A. Never with a body of troops; but I remember to have 
heard.G~neral Phillips make an offer, which J thou:;hr a 
very fpirited one, to rilk. his life in attempting, with one or 
two cif our beft guides, to find a pa{fage to Ticonderoga, 

and 
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and do his utmoft for the defence of that garrifon, as an 
artillery officel-, tbould the enemy attack th~t fortrefs after 
the convention fhould take place. 

98• Q Have you the return of General Gates's army, figned; 
by himfdf? 

A. I have; but I have forgot to bring the original. I have 
the extrla. 

Forth.ori- [R!ads.] " Copy from General Gates's return, from hi. 
I'nal ~e- camp at SaratoP'a; 16th of Oaober, I 777. 
IlItn, Ice 0 
!!he Appen
rut No. 
XVi.. 

" Brigadiers 
" Colonels 
" Lieutenant Colonels 
" J.\t1ajors 
" Captains 
" Fidl: Lieutenants 
" Second Lieutenants 
" Enfign~ 
" Chap\alOs 
" Adjutants 
" 02arter-mafters 
" Paymafters 
" Surgeons 
" Mates 
" Seljeants 
" Drommers 
" Prcfent fit for duty 

J underfiand thefe laft are rank and file, 
are mentioned before. 

12 
... 4 
45 
49 

344 
332 

326 
345 

5 
42 
44 
3° 
37 
43 

1392 
036 

13,210." 

becaufe the others 

" Sick prefent 622 
" ~ick abfent 731 
" On con'mand 3875 
" On furlow 180." 

I believe that the men on command were explained to me. 
by General Gates to have been detached from his army, in 
the rear and upon the flanks of the king's troops, previous 
to the convention. 

99. 0.: Do you apprehend that that return i neludes the corps 
that were on the other fide of the Hudfon's River, im
mediately oppofite to Saratoga? 

A. I do recolletl: the name of one of the general officers 
who was on the other fide of thl: Hudfon's River, included 

in 
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i~ Mr. Gates's return, and therefore I ima~ine the men under 
hIs command are Included alfo. When 1 fay one, I do not 
mean to have underftood that the other two general officers 
the one who was ftationed with a party oppofite to Saratoga: 
and the one who was ftationed on the fame fide of the water, 
between us and Fort Edward, are not alfo included in Gene. 
ral ffiates's return. 
~ Do the returns to which you referred, of our army, 100. 

ftate. the effective ftrength, at the time of figning the con
ventlOn? 

A. They do ftate the rough number, colleCl:ed at that 
time, of men prefent and under arms. 

Q: State the numbers. 101. 
A. The Britiih appeared to have b~en 1905 

Germans 1594 
I can't be anfwerable for the correCl:nefs of thofe number!, 

as they were taken in a great hurry. 
Q Can there poffibly be a niiftake of many hundreds? 102. 
A. I can ftate from a monthl y return of the firft of 

November, fit for duty, 
Britiih . 2086 } 
Germans -=-- 1633 Rank and file. 

There might be people recovered from their wounds who 
were difcharged from the hofpital, and had joined the corps; 
or there might have been a miftake in the return, juft before 
the convention, in the confufion of the arm y at that time. 

Q: Do you know what pajfed refpeCl:ing the military cheft, 103. 
while the treaty of Saratoga was depending? 

A. I do remember that it was ftrongly recommended to the 
commanding officers of corps to take fums of money from 
the paymafter general, on account of fubfiftence then due to 
their regiments; and I helieve a great deal of money was fa 
diftributed, and regularly accounted for to the paymafter 
general on the fubfequent fettlement of the pay of the army. 

Q What became of the reft of the money in the military 104. 
cheft ? 

A. It was taken by the paymafter general to Albany. 
Q Did any part of it fan into the hands of the enemy? lOS. 
A. Not a Ihilling that I ever heard of. 
Q Was any proportion ofil loll, embezzeled, or fecrcted ? 106. 
A. If any fucl! thing had happened, I think the paymafter 

general would have applied to .me immediately. Never h~v
ing heard, then or at any tIme after, of any lofs haVing 

been 
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been fuftained, I do not believe there was any 10fs fuffered in 
the retreat or after it. 

i07. Q. Wa~ the feeret fervice account, during the campaign, 
kept by you? 

A. It was. 
108. Q Could you prod\1Ce the feveral articles of that account~ 

if called on for it ? . 
A. I have either a copy of it at home of my own, or 

from the paymafl:er general. . 
109. Q. Did General Burgoyne .eve~ approp.nate any part of 

that expenditure to the extraordlOanes of hiS own expellees. 
or to any other purpoCe for his own ufe ? . 

A. Never that I know of. 
110. Q. Mufl: not you have known it if it had been fo ~ 

A. Certainly. 
1 II. Q Were there not occafions where General Burgoyne 

paid, from ~is own purfe, e.xpe.nces .that, i? the opinion ~ 
others, he Imght have been Jufl:Ified 10 placing to the pubbe' 
account? 

A. I remember to have been told by other gentlemen. 
that expences of that fort General Burgoyne had been at. 
ought to have heen charged in tbat manner. 

lJ2. Q What was the nature of thofe expences ? 
A. They were preCents to people who had diftingui1heil 

themfe1ves, and in acts of charity to women who had lail 
their huibands, and other oceafions which it was very proper 
for a general officer to give, and very proper to put into a 
public account. 

JI3. Q. Had not General Burgoyne, from his fituation, all 
the expences attending a COlBmander in Chi.ef ? 

A. He certainly had, from being obliged .to keep a puWe 
table for the entertainment and refrefhment of officers and othen 
coming to head quarters, on duty or bufineCs; and I know 
thore expenees to have been very great, from the exceeding 
high price of all the articles of life in that part of the world. 

114. Q. Did General Burgoyne ever receive more than the ap· 
pointment of a lieutenant general? 

A. Never. 
115. Q. ~as there. not a board of general officers appointed at 

Cambridge, to mfpea all the accounts of the campaign I 
and d,id not General Burgoyne regulate the payment of the 
battahons by the report of that board? .. 

A. There was fuch a board, and the payments were re
gulated according to tbe report of that board. 

3 , ~ UpO!! 
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~ Upon the whole of what you know of General Bur- 116. 

goyne's receipts and expenees, do you believe he was, in his 
own purfe, a gainer or a fufferer in the campaign 1777 ) 

A. I really believe his appointments were not equal to his 
expences in that campaign. 

Examined by other Members of the Committee and by General 
Burgoyne occaJionlly. 

~ What were the numbers of the effeB:ive Britifh, at the 117. 
opening of the campaign 1777, including officers and non
commiffioned officers? 

A. I have not thofe returns; but they were fent to the 
Commander in Chief, and my extraB:s are for the rank and 
file. 

Q. Can you anfwer that queftion with refpell: to the Ger- 118. 
mans? 

A. 1\11 Y extraB:s are the fame b@th for the Britiih and the 
Germans. 

Q: What was the greateft number of Provincials in the 119. 
army at any time in the campaign? 

A. I helieve the onl y queftion that has been aiked refpeB:
ing them was at the beginning of the campaign; they were 
then eighty-three. On the firft of September they amounted 
to about fix hundred and eighty, which was the greateft 
number they ever amounted to. 
~ What do you mean by Provincials? 120. 
A. I ullderftand them to be inhabitants of that country, 

alfembled under officers who were to have had different com
miffions, provided they" had ever amounted to certain num
bers. 

Q. Do you include Canadians under the name of Pro- 121. 
vincials ? 

A. I believe, in the former part of my evidence, the Ca
nadians were ftated to be one hundred and forty-eight, and 
diftinguiihcd from the Pro', incials. 
~ Was General Burgoyne's fecond order of the twelfth 122. 

of July, relating to the b"ggage, it, ;B:ly complied with? 
A. I conceive it was the duty of the commanding officers 

of regiments to enforce an obfervance and obedience to the 
general orders. 
~ Was it aB:ually enforced in fuch a manner to the de- 123. 

gree you thought it fhould have been. 
. A. I am not qi1ite pofitive whether there was not ano
ther order ilfued' aft~rwilrds. 

[~dlion 
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124. [~u!fiion repeated.] • 
A. I never had any report made to me by a commandlDg 

officer of any corps of that order not being complied with. 
125. Q" What was y~ur own ocular obfervation o~ the quan

tity of baggage carried with the army; and did It appear to 
you that that order could have been fairly complied with 1 

A. I own I don't recollell:, not hearing any complaiAt nor 
attending to it. The quartermafter gen~ral of the army 
muft naturally know more of the baggage than the adjutant 
general. 

126. Q. Do you know what allowance of waggons was made to 
a regiment? 

A. I don't recollell: any waggons that we had to allow. 
127. Q Was none of the baggage brought down in wheeled 

,arriages ? . 
A. Several officers, I believe, bought waggons and carts 

of the country people for their own ule; but 1 do not remem
ber any of the King's carts or waggons being appropriated 
to the carriage of officers' baggage. It might be, but I 
don't recollell: it. 

128. Q Can you fay, in a general way, how many horfes 
might be employed in carrying the baggage of the army, in
c1udinu officers' horfes ? 

A. ~ never had any information upon that fubjell:; it did 
not belong to my department, and I had much bufinefs on 
my hands. 

129. Q How was the regimental baggage carried? 
A. I believe chiefly in bateaux. 

130 • Q How was it carried when there was no water-car
riage? 

A. I can't fpeak to that point, having had no information 
on that fu~*a:; and ;"hen I f~eak of bateaux, I fpeak gene
ral!y, haVing bad no informatIOn on the fubjell:. 

13 1• Q. Can you fay, in a general way, how many women at
tended the army? 

A. I had really fo much to do that I had not much leifure 
to pay much attention to the ladies; and I know very little 
of their beauty or thei~ numbers. 

132• ,Q, Would not the feeding of two thoufand women be a 
confiderable objell: with re(pell: to the provifions of the' 
army? I 

A. I fhould have been very forry to have had two thoufand 
women to have experienced that. 

Q" How 
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Q How manr wome~ were there,. if not two thouCand? 133. 
A. I would wd11 to give the houle every IOformation in 

my power, when I can Ireak with any .degree of accuracy or 
tolerable guers.. I have Ceen the commdfary of prol'ifions re
turn, and I think the number of women returned, as vitlual
led from the fiores, was very, very few. 

Q, Do you think that a corps of dragoonsmounted would 134. 
have been of great ufe to the army? 

A. I own, I very much wifued thofe few dragoons we had 
could .have bee~ mounted, becaufe, though in that part of 
Amenca that I law they might not have been necelfary Or ufe
ful to have made a charge, I think thofe light dragoons might 
be always applied to very ufeful fervices. 

Q How many had you of thofe dragoons? 135 
A. They are included in the firength of the Germans, • 

and I really do not remember their particular number. 
Q If none or lefs of the park of artillery had been brought, 36• 

forward, would there not have been horCes to hne mounted 
thofe dragoons? 

A. I believe there might have been horfes enough taken 
from the artillery, or from the provifion train, to have 
mounted thofe dragoo"s, if it had been thought more expe
dient to have employed the horles in that manner; but they 
were hired or contratled for, for the Cpecial purpores of car
rying provifions, and bringing on the artillery, and never 
meant by the perfons who furnifued the contratl for the dra
goon fervice. 

Q If a fmaller quantity of baggage had been carried, 137-
might not the officers have Irared fome of their baggage herCes 
for mounting the dragoons ? 

A. I never met with an officer who had horfes to fpare. I 
know Sir Francis Clarke and myfelf wiflled to buy horfes to 
carry our own fervants; cared very little what expence we 
were at; and yet I could not obtain any. 

Q Do you know of. any corps or party finding their way 138. 
back to Canada? 

A. I never heard of any corps finding its way there; and 
I underfiood from the guides who were with us, previous to 
the convention's taking place, that if that wa~ attempted, 
we mufi break into lillall p~rties, and So by what IS called In
dian paths. 

Q Suppofing there was a fmall party that found its way to 139. 
Canada by Indian paths, do you think it would have been 
poffibla for an army to have ,lone the lame? 

I 2 A. My 
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A. My idea of that mufl: be foun~ed upon the report of 

thoCe <Tuides who had ferved us very faithfully as fcouts upon 
forme~ occafions, and who informed me that we, muft break 
into very fmall parties, to have any chance of making our way 
throu"h the woods to Canada; and I remember that when 
Gene~al Phillips offered to attempt to find his way to Ticon
deroga, it was talked of and looked on to be as defperate as 
gallant. 

140 • Q If any party did make its way to Canada, do you not fup
pofe it mufl: he that party of ProvincIals that ran away whIle 
they were employed to repair roads, and that were never 
heard of afterwards? 

A. I remember fo'ne were reported to have run away 
who were making roads, and it is likely to have been that 
party. , 

141. Q When you mentioned the highefl: number of provin
cials, did you mean that they were all armed? 

A. I know that they were not all armed. We had not 
arms for them. 

142, Q Of thofe that were armed, forne refpeaable perfons 
excepted, were they much to be depended upon? 

A. A very great part of them were fuch as I fhould have 
placed very little dependence UpOll. 

143. Q Before the army left Canada, was there not a ftriB: or" 
der, that not more than three women a company fhould be 
fuffered to embark? 

A. I do know there was fuch an order iifued, and I never 
heard any complaint of its having heen broke through. I 
don't rccollea the date of that order, or I woula have turned 
to mx book, and fl:ated to the houfe, upon the firfl: queftioll 
relatll',e, to the number of women that were employed on our' 
expedItIOn. 

144. Q Is it not the cuftom in all armies viaualled from the 
king's ftores, to prohibit the delivery of provifions to any 
women over and above tpe number allowed by order? 

A. It was cuftomary in all places where I fcrved in the 
1aft wal·, an,d very fl:rong and peremptory orders were given 
on tbat fubJea to the commiifaries in our army. 

145. Q,: Do you not then believe, that all women who followed 
)",our army were fed fro~n th~ ration of the men they follow
ed, 01' found theIr provlfion ~n the country? 

A. I remember, upon alktng the commiifaries how there 
(lame to be fo few women in th~ provincial returns, I was 

3 ~ 
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told" it w.as the cufiom for them to be fupplied out of the 
mcn s ratIOns. 

Q Were the women conveyed on baggage carts or horfes, 146• 
or did they walk a-foot? 

A. I never heard of the women's being conveyed on ba<T-
gagtt carts or the king's hor[es. '" 

C4 If the: wome.n neither employed the king's horCes, nor 147. 
~onju'!1ed hiS provilions, do you think they were more of 
Impediment, or of comfort to the King's troops? 

A. I never underfiood from my converfation with the 
commanding officers, or others, that the Wom(n were any 
impediment. 

Q, Iy after the taking of Ticonderoga there was any 148. 
doubt In the army in which you ferved, of their being 
able to reach Albany? 

A. I don't remember to have heard any doubts exprelfed 
upon that [ubjeCt, meaning foon after the taking Ticonde
l"oga. 

Q Was it generally underltood in the army, that it was 149. 
well Cupplied with all the necelfaries, appointments for war, 
and articles proper for forwarding the expedition to Albany? 

A. I always underftood that the army had been very well 
[upplied with every thing. 

Q, Do you helieve, if the [ecretary of ftate had ordered 150. 
the army under General Howe to co-operate with the army 
under General Burgoyne for the North River, with a view 
to have formed the junCtion of the two armies, that the dif
after which befe! General Burgoyne's army could have hap
pened? 

A. If a junCtion could have been formed, I /bould appre
hend that Mr. Gates's army might have been dil1odged, and 
that the misfortune at Saratoga would not have happened. 
This is only matter of opinion. 

Q Do you apprehend, that if the army under Sir Wil- 151• 
liam Howe had operated on the North River, with a view to 
eJfeCl: a junCl:ion, that Cuch a junCl:ion would have taken 
place? 

A. I had an opinion while in America, that if the expe
dition which came up the Hudfon's River under General 
Vaughan, could have been there about the time of our ac
tion of the 19th of September, that Mr. Gates would have 
found it difficult to have kept his army together, if he had 
not crolfed over the Hudfoll's River !l1wards New England. 
But this is mere matter of pri vate opinion. 

13 Q If 
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J 52. Q. If you are of opinion, that the troops under General 
Vaughan would ,have had fo powerful an effeCt, even fo latc 
as September, what effeCt do you think Sir William Howe's 
army afiifred by all the fleet and craft, would have had as 
earl/as the beginning of July, immediately after the im
preffion which took place among the enemy after the defeat 
at Ticonderoga? 

A. I did not know what force there \"'S under the com
Inand of General Vaughan, nor do I el'cn now know; but I 
fhould think moft certainl" that a great army upon the 
Hudfon's River near Albai'Y, would have contributed very 
much to our making our way to Albany. 

J53. Q Have you ever confidered what were the caures of the 
failure of the expedition under General Burgoyne, and to 
what do you impule it? 

A. I looked upon our force not to be equal to the forcing 
our wav to Albany without fome co-operation. 

154. Q Whernhen did you expeCt that co-operation? 
A. I had no where to expeCt it from, but up the Hudron's 

River from New York; and the fuccefs of Colonel ~t. Le
ger's expedition would have been of ufe certainly. 

155. Q. If General Wafhington's army had not been diverted, 
would it not have impeded, or ftopped the progiefs of any 
army up the Hudron's River? 

A. I don't know the ftrength of General Wafhington's 
army, nor the nature of the country hetween Alhanyand 
N ew York; and therefore I cannot form any judgment of 
what would have happened. 

J56• Q Are you not of opinion that there are very ihong 
palres or pofts on that river? 

A. I found them very ftrong between Ticonderoga and 
Albany, and from reports of military men of high reputa
tion in th€ fervice, I have underftood there were many very 
ftrong pofts between New York and Albany. . 

157· Q. From whence is the account 6lf the ftrength of Mr. 
Gates's army taken? 

A. From a return voluntarily given by General Gates to 
me for my own 'fatisfaCtion when at Albany and that return 
II,,' figned hy General Gates. ' 

ISS. Q Have you that return ? 
A.. I gave it to General Burgoyne; I faw it tq-day; he 

ha, Jt. 

Q. Was it by confenr of General Gates that the foldiers 
after the convention retained their cartollch-boxes ? 

A. They 
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A. They retained their belts, and I really don't recollea 

whether their cartouch boxes were in general retained or not: 
but talking with Mr. Gates when the king's tf(;)OP' marched 
by with the accoutrements on, Mr. Gates aJked me (we had 
been old acquaintance formerly) whether it was not cufl:o
mary on field-days for arms and accoutrements to go to
gether? I told bim, there was nothing faid in the convention 
that I had agreed to with him relating to accoutrements, and 
that he could have no right to any thing but what was ftipu
lared in that treaty. He replied, "You are perfecHy right;" 
and turned to fome of the officers in their fervice by, and 
faid, "If we meant to have had them, we ought to have in
" ferted them in the convention." [If'IthJrr.v. 

I '" 
RoEMARKS 
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REVIEW of the EVIDENCE; 

Its feveral Parts COIDDared with the prefatory 
Speech and Narrati~e; and additional Re.' 
marks and Explanations. 

T HE noble Lord who is at iIrue with me upon 
this occalion has, in a great meafure, deprived 

me of the benefit of a reply, properly fo called, be-
Th. con- caufe he has produced no defence. His Lordlhip ecr
~u.~;:rn:~~ tainly has been accufed by ~ne in ma~)'. inftances. of a 
<lu,in.g the very ferious nature. If he IS really wlllmg that his po
enquIry. litical, and my military conduct: fhouJd be tried by faCts 

alone, I certainTy have not {hewn lefs inclination than 
his Lordfhip for that tefr; but, taxed 3S 1 avow he has 
been by me, with proceedings derogatory to the obli
gations which ought to fubli1t between man and man, 
I really expeeted, as I believe did the Houfe of Com. 
mons and the public, to have heard from him fame 
juftification in thofe refpeets. Inftead of that, the no
ble Lord, in opening the fubjeets to which he propofed 
to call evidence, touched fo llightly upon the branch of 
the enquiry in which we are parties, that a ftranger 
would hardly have thought there fubfifted a difpute 
between us. His Lordfhip contradieted nothing that 
I have alkuged refpeeting his conduet or my own; he 
fraced no circumftance of blame againft me, except he 
meant as fuch the enterprize of Bennington, which he 
:qunli~ed with the epithet " fatal," and pronounced to 
\Je t1ie caure of all the fubfequent misfortunes. He 
palfed entirely over the tranfaCliOl1S at Saratoga. Of 
forty officers or more, belonging to the Convention 
, troops, 

. " 
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troops., then in England, one only was propofed to be 
called on his Lordfhip's part, viz. Lieuten:!ot Colonel 
Sutherland, of the 47th regiment, upon parole from 
the Congrefs, and acling with a corps of the Fencible 
Men in North Britain; but, upon further refleeboo, 
his Lordihip thought proper to difptnfe with the at
tendance of this officer; and the only witnefs under 
order of the Houfe was Mr. Skene. No man w~s 
better qualified to give an account of the proceedings 
at Bennington; and I heartily lament that the public is 
deprived of his ttftimony. 

I'll 

But although I am thus left in polfeffion of the evi
dence, uncontroverted by the noble Lod, I avail my-
[elf of my right of doling the cauft:, for the following Claim of 

purpof:::s: firfr, to collect from the minutes (which, in Gen. Bur. 
. f h' 'd bl I' d goyne t. an enqUIry 0 t IS nature, are unavOI a y pro IX an clore the 

difarranged) the fcattered P:lrts, and apply them to ,,"fe. 

facts, under diftinCt and fepJrate!:c~ds. Next, to ex- M.de .f 

amine whether the facts (which, from the filence of the proceeding. 

noble Lord, I am to alfun:e as admitted by him) are in 
any refpeCt invalidated by the crofs examination of the 
witnelfes by other gentlemen. And lailly, to explain 
[uch circumftances, and anfwer fuch new and collateral 
objections, as have been pointed at in the fame crofs 
examination, and were omitted, or only nightly noticed 
in my opening, becaufe they did not t:xill, or \\ ere not 
deemed puffible objects of blame or cavil. In purfu-
iog thele pmpo;;;s, I Ihall confider the proofs prccileJy 
in the order of the facts to which they are produced. 

Thouf;h the firf't ci,cumi1ance I took noticP of in my Infinu,';." 

opening, 7.!iz. ~y conduct I, !i)cCl:ing Sir,Guy Carleton, ~~edh .. ~,~: 
was rather an mfinuanon than an allegatlOn agamil me, (,;.!)' by Sir 
I thought it right that it fuould ~e the, firi1 overthrown ;V~;t~:~~~~ 
by evidence; for while it remamed In any degree of by, hi, own 

force, it gave a generJl tinge, as it was meant to do, eVIdence. 

to my whole caufe. I could not but expect even the 
virtuous prejudices of the human heart to be againft 
me, whilft it was pofilble to be conceived that in ab-
fence of the commander in chief, to whom I had ach:d 

fecond; 
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fecond; whofe attention I had conftantly experienced i 
and with whole confidence 1 was then honoured; I had 
praBifed unmanly and adulatory intrigue to fuperledc 
him in a favourite objett of command.-There are 
few worte modes of betraying a fuperior officer to be 
f01Jnd upon the records of difhonour; and whoever 
reflects upon the degree of odium with which the moft 
palliated aCts of that fpecies 'lave [.("en received by 
mankind, will not wonder at, or condemn my impa
tience, in applying my fira queftio~ls to Sir G (1-' Carle
ton to that particular object. CClr as my 'u!tlficatlon 

CuI "on', ftood by the letter forn·~rly reFerred to [r<'" L.] I !lull 
oVidence, be forgiven for obtainjn~, though with i'_'me redundan-
qu. I, ~. 3, ~ . • ~'. f . 

cy, a full and f:J.tIstattory confirmanon 0 my Inno-
cence, from the verbal teftimony of the party whom I 
was fuppofed to have injured. 

It may be proper here to obfcrve, that the abovemen
tioned afpedion, to which I ;nve fa often advt"Ited, and 
at which I have ftrove in vain r'ur due terms to exprefs 
my indignation, was not the only one caft upon me re
fpecting Sir Guy Carleton. When impartial and can
Jid men revolted at the infinuation of my treachery, 
my prefumption and iniolenee (a leIrer but ftill a ca-

Mr«finn lumnious charge) was pointed out in that pan of the 
«om the paper [No. IlL] that treats of the force to be left in Ca
~;I.'" No. nada, and the dilpofition of it. I am pleafed with the 

. <]ueftions in the crofs examination of Sir Guy Carle
ton, marking the pre:.:ribed diftribution of the troops, 
&c. (38,.,39,4°, '1-1,42,43') becaufe that enquiry af
fords me an opportunity of juftifying myfe\f in a point 

refuted. which I have not taken notice of before. The pofts, 
and the troops which I imagined would be nece£fary to 
occupy them, were fpecified merely to fhew that the 
number of 3000 was ihdifpenfibly reguifite for the de
fence of the province. The whole of that detail con
curred with General Carleton's requifitions for reinforce
ment, and with my reafoning upon thofe requifitions; 
and when I a£ft"ft, as I now do, that I never prefumed 
to fuggeft the necellity or propriety of forming a detail 

of 
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of poffs (thus given for information) into preeife or
ders for the general upon the fpot, I am fun:: the [eere-
taryof ftate will no more contradict that affertion than 
he has done any other I have made. 
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When in the fame paper I confidentially communi- No. III. 

cated my reafons for prd(:~ng certain corps to others, 
I was actuated by the fame principle of offering every 
opinion that could conduce to make the intended fer-
vice effectual. I thought it a jult claim in an arduous ApnJog~ 
undertaking, to have my own choice of the troops; and f~~ ?:,~;;. 
I am perfuJ.ded Sir Guy Carleton never took ill of me, 
either that claim, or a fubfequent one in the fame pa-
per, of being held free from any imputation of delay, 
till I fho:lld be clear of the province of ~ebec. With 
an unfeigned confidenC'e in Sir Guy Carleton, I thourrht 
it a precaution fully juftifiable, to fecure myfelf agafnfi: 
others, in the numerous and complicated departments 
under him, who might be found lefs equitable than 
he is. 

I know I have before complained of the production 
of thefe fecret communications; but after fa many 
precedents as the laft Semon furniflled, of withhuldi:1g 
parts of correfpondences from Parliament, upon the 
plea that they might affeCt individuals, the noble Lord's 
filenee upon thofe complaints, gives me a right £till to 
comment upon the finifter purpofes that are to be 
aferibed to the production of that paper at length, ra
ther than by extract. Thofe purpofes were various; 
but it mufi: be confdfed one, and only one, good effect 
may refult from a review of them, viz. It may fave 
as a falutary caution to any officer, who lhall for the 
future be admitted into conrLlltation with the fame mi
nifter, how he commits himfelf by an opinion of men 
and things. 

The next point that I entered L1pon previouOy to my 
narrative, was the tenor of my orders, and I believe it 
was generally expected that the noble Lord would have 
taken [orne ,notice Qf the fact I alledged, that every 
JiftrelionarJ latitude whi.h I had propoftd WaS era/cd. 

while 
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Remark.- while the plan was in his halld. As his Lordlhip had 
hie circum- d h f 
llance re- fo much commence upon t e nature 0 peremptory or-
fpeain~ the ders, as a gmeral queftion, in my abLence, it would: 
~~onn!l~~c~e have been fair in him to have reafoned upon them afrer 
put on my that important and dtcifive circumftance was laid 
orders. .. 

open. 
Thegeneral The general idea of forcing a way tQ Albany, which 
opinion of the army at its outfet conceived, by reafoning upon the 
~~~:~:!C_ apparent principles of the campaign, without partici~ 
ing. ""Y pation of the letter of the orders is clear, from the ge_ 
10 Alb.ny. f h'd I'1h d . . . neral tenor 0 t e eVl ence. WI e, It IS true, to 

have heard more copioul1y the fentiments of Sir Guy 
Carleton, becaufe he had full participation of the or
ders. From the temper and judgment that always di
rect his conduCT, he declined giving an opinion at the 
bar upon what might become a queftion in the Houfe. 
But I have fince (upon requeft) received his permiffioo 
to publilh a letter from him to me, dated Joon after th~ 
Convention of Saratoga, which is in the Appendix No. 
X. and with this reference I elole my review of the 
prefatory mat~er which I laid before the Committee. 

Review of the firfi Period. 

Moll: of the circumftances {tated in my Narra~ive re
fpecting the firll: period of the camp,lign, were, from 
their nature, to be ell:abli1hed by written tell:imony; 
and the papers No. VII. and VIII. in the Appendix, 
were added to thofe before produced for that purpou:; 

Strength of but the returns of the troops, No. XI. are moreover 
the .rmy. authenticated by the proper official authority, the adju

tant general, and the detail of the artillery by the major 
of brigade in that dep<trtment. ' 

Pr"l'ortion From the evidence of the latter is alfo confirmed 
i~~:~I~~r~i all that. I advance? refpecting the o~inion and recom
c. Bloom- men dation of Major General Phillips for the propOl'
:~d:;:;' tio~ of artiller~ employed; for the ~oderate quantit"f 

of It, comparatively with the principles and practice of 
.oth&r 
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other fervices, and for the great expected ufe of artille
ry in the country where we were to act. 

Had thefe opinions been merely 1peculative, the in
telligence of the perftms from whom they came would 
have given them fufficiellt authority. But fortunately 
they are verified by facts; for it appears from a multi· The ur" of 

tude of evidence, that the enemy made the true ufe of it. C'ptain 

I I d h f 'fi d 1": Blomfield, oca a vantages:' t ey om e every pais or proper from queit. 

poft : the nature of the country, and the neceffity of 10 to '7. 
keeping the banks of rivers, made it impoffible to turn 
thofe pofts : had I wanted therefore artille~y, I could 
not have proceeded any given ten miles, but at a heavy Evidence of 

expence of my beft troops. When it was found that Ld . B,lm-

I 'd d . h h C 'bl h "', from was provi e Wit t at 10rcl e arm, t e enemy inva- q. '4to '9, 

riably quitted their entrenchments, either to retreat, or 
fight upon ground where they fuppofed artillery could 
be leaft effectually employed. I am to thank the ho- Ld; B,lm. 

bl b h h·· . . h h r" , c,of, noura e mem er, w atever IS intentIOns mig t ave ex,mina. 

been, who by his erors examination placed the expedi. tion, quef. 

ency of carrying the train I did, in fa clear a view. 93,94, 

The only remaining fact of the fira period to which 
verbal evidence is applicable, viz. The impoffibility of Ld. Balm. 

following the enemy further than they were followed "s,quef. Z. 
. h' . . r T' d . fI. Lo,d Hal. 
10 t elr preCIpitate retreat Hom Icon eroga, IS ella· 'ington, 

blilhed by Lord Balcarras and by Lord Harrington. quef·4· 

Review of tbe Jecond Period. 

In entering upon the evidence which refpects the firft Mmh f,om 

tranfaEtion of the fecond period, viz. the march from Skendbo. 
rough tEl 

Skenefborough to Fort EdwarJ, I cannot help obferv- FOIt Ed. 

in'" how much of the blame imputed to me has been Waldo 

oc~afioned by mifreprefentation from perf OilS whofe bu-
fine[~ it was to decry my actions; and by uncommon 
miftakes in the geography of the country by thole to M;Jhk" ii, 

whom my actions were mifreprefented. By the erofs f.~o.g;:~~:;_ 
examination of Lord Balcarras it mu(l: be fllppofed, m, qU'90· 

that the perfons who fufpeC1:ed I erred. in not taking 
the route by SOlJth Bay after the ftlccefs at Ticonderoga, 

did 
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did not know where South Bay was. They feeni 

~.fI. 9" equally icrnorant of the lituation of Pilch-pine Plains, 
by the q~eftion immediately following the former one~ 
and it muft have been a furprife to the enquire(s to fin~ 
that the route which they were inclined to approve. 
was precifely that which the main body of the army 
took under me in perfon, and with fuch effeCl:, as tD 
come up with the rear of the enemy, and drive them 
from their fortified poft at Skenefborough, with the 
lofs on their pair (iJf five armed vdfels and all the felt 
of their water-craft. 

But it may be faid, this part of the crofs-examina
tion, though incomprehenfible in point of geography, 
frill applied to the queftion taken notice of in my nar
rative, viz. " Whether it would not have been more 
" expedient to return to Ticonderoga, and take the 
" route by Lake George, than to proceed, as I did, 
" by the Pitch Pine Plains to Fort Edward?" 

I fhall not recapitulate the various motives I have 
before ftated in fupport of tbat preference, having pub- . 
lickly in my favour the opinion of an officer fo en- . 
lightened in military fcience, and fo well acquainted 

SirC.'Car- with the country as Sir Guy Carleton;* and never' 
~et~~: quo having heard a difference of opinion in any other offi. 
, cer of a like defcription, to reft much more upon a 

fubjeCl: fa fupported by reafoning and by fuccefs, might 
be con/hued an attempt to divert the attention of my 

Confidera_ examiners from points lefs defenfible. I therefore /hall ble time I f tain,d by on Y a'dd two fhort remarks; the one, that the fact 0 
the .,my gao ining. confiderable time by allotting the whole fer-taking the '-' 
rODle to vice of the water-craft to the tranf port of provi!ions 
~~;~ E~; and ftores o~er Lake George, inltead of e~p~oying 
land. gre~t part of It for the tranf port of the troops IS mcon
C.pt. Mo_ tefbbly proved by the evidence of Captain Money and 
:ei~ I;~ .. ft. Lieutenant Co~onel Kin~ll:on: the other, that to have 
Li,ut. Col. reached Fort Edward with the troops fooner than the 
~~It:;: 2))th of July (the day that the firft embarkation of 

~ See alfo Ihe Map of the COllntry'-
provifions 
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provifions arrived at Fort George) would not only have 
been ufelefs, but alfo highly impolitic; becaufe the 
fubli!tence of the troops at Fort Edward, befJre the 
arrival of that embarkation, mu[t have been brouaht 
by land carriage through much di:llcult road all ~he 
way from Fort Anne, when, on the contrary, by re-
maining in the neighbourhood of Skenefborough till 
the palfage of Lake George was effected, exclufively of 
the confiderations of covering the rc:moval of the hofpi-
till of Huberton, and alarming the Connecticut by the 
pofition of General Reidcfe!'s corps, the army was cOJU
modioufly fupplied by water-carriage. 

The next circumltance for examination, accoding 
to the order of the Narrative, is the tranfport of the 
magazines of provifions, &c. from Fort George; and 
it is highly incumbent upon me to [hew the difficulties 
of that operation, becaufe, if they were avoidable, it 
mull: be acknowledged one of the principal gr"tiOl~S 
upon which I vindicate the plan of the expedition to 

Bennington will fail me. 
But I am pcr[uaded, el'ery candid examiner will firll: 
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indulge me in a [hort paufe. It will be recollected, Thech .. _ 

that this is the only part of the (8';,paign Ilpon which ;~:i~'~u;~~ 
the noble Lord has laid his fin(Ter, as Jlldaing it pro- Lt. G.n,-

o I., ~ o. . raj's con. 
ductlve of the fubfequent events. 1 hl: crols-examl· dot! at this 

nation had already been prdfed upon the fame ideas. part of the 

Such want of knowledge of the nature of tranfport in compa,,". 

that country has been betrayed; [0 much prepoiTeffion 
of unnecelfary delays has appeared; [uch emphafis of 
quefl:ion has attended every circuiT1lbnce of my con-
duel: at this period, that I [hall !tand acquitted of pro-
lixity if I preface the application of the [ubfequent 
evidence by a more compreheniive and complete furvey S~my of 

of the difficulties anJ anxieties of my fiw:nion than I ~i~sdl~~ul-
thought was necelfary before. anxieties. 

The combination of arrangement for feeding the 
army might, in fact, be !tated to have extended even Feeding tbe 

to Ireland; for rome part of the fupply depended upon army. 

the vICtualling fleet which was prepared in tbat count! y, 
according 
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according to my requifition before I left London, anI! 
had not reached ~ebec when the army took the field. 
The tedioufnefs of the navigltion from ~ebee to the 
mouth of the Sorel need not be again defcribed. The 

• next embarralTment was to manage the conveyance for 
that part of the fupply which c:!!~e fron~ Mont~eal, and 
which was much the greateft, without· Interfenng with, 
the tranfport which with equal neceffity was to be'expe
dited up the Saint Lawrence to Lake Ontario, for th~ 
fervice of Colonel St. Leger's expedition, and the im
menfe ftores (then necelTarily upon the move alfo) for 
the winter maintenance of the upper country. Totbefe 
miO"ht be added a lift of chances and inconveniencies 
Inc~dent to the carrying places between Chamblee and' 
Saint John's; the uncertainty afterwards of the palfage 
over Lake Champlain and Lake George; the labo
rious and flow operations of drawing the hoats over the 
Ifihmus which divides the two lakes. Thefe together 
make a fyftem of embarralTments and difappointments 
hardly to be conceived by thofe who have not expe
rienced them. 

But although the whole of this arrangement (the fur
ni111ing the upper country excepted) was made under 
my direCtion, I have been content to date my difficulties 
from the lodgement of the fupplies at Fort George; 
and I have touched the other parts only to fuew mor~ 
perfpicuoufly the unfairnc[, of judging of an Americaq 
c:l.mpaign upon Europ"an ideas. How zealoully foever 
a general, in fu~h_ an undertaking as mine, may be 
ferved by the chlets of departments (and much praife 
is due from me upon that fcore) for one hour he car) 
find to contemplate bo,~1 b: foall fight his army, he mu./l 
allot twenty to conti';ve how to feed it. 

llebaviour The behaviour of the Indians is a circumftanee too 
"f theIn- material to be palTed over in a review of the anxieties i~ 
dians. f h 

this pa~t? t e cam,p~ign, I had di{cerned the caprice, the 
fupedhtlOn, the felr-1I1tereftednefs of the Indian charaCl:¢r 
from my firft intercourle, even with thofe nations which 
are fuppofed to have made the greateft proO"refs ,towards 

b ci yilization: 
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civilization: I mean with thofe called the domiciliated 
nations near Montreal. I had been taught to look upon 
the remote tribes who joim:d me at Skenefboraugh as 
more warlike; but a very little time proved that, with 
equal depravity in general principle, their only pre
eminence conlllted in ferocity. The hopes I had placed 
in their wild honour, and in tht: controul of their con
ductors, which, as I ftated before, at fidl: had been 
promillng, were foon at an end; and their ill humour 
and mutinous difpofition were manifeft foon after my Lord Har_ 

arrival at Fort Edward. The apparent caufe:s of their ~~:~o:ucft. 
change of temper were the refentment I had fhewn 6 to '3' 

upon the murder of Mifs Macrt:a, and the reftraints I 
had laid on their difpofition to commit other enormi-
mities; but I neve:r doubted that their evil paffions 
were fomente:d, and their de:fection completed by the 
cabals of the: Canadian interpre:ters. Rapacity, felf-in-
tereft, and prefumption, are the characterifiics of thefe 
men, with fome few exceptions. The acquifition of 
the Indian language has ufually been a certain fortune 
to a man with an artful head and a convenient COI1-

feience. 
To check the old praCtices of peculation in thefe 

men, Sir Guy Carle:ton, with great judgmen~, had given 
the fuperintendency of the Indian department to Major 
Campbell and Captain Frazer, gentlemen of the highefr 
integrity. The Britifh officers employed folely in the 
military eonduCl: of that department, wert: alfo feleCted 
with equal propriety. The interpreters had from the 
firft regarded with a jealous eye a fyftem which took 
out of their hands the difiribution of Indian necefTaries 
and prefents; but when they found the plunder of the 
country, as well as that of the government, was eon
trouled, the profligate policy of many was employed to 
promote difTention, revolt, and de1ertion. 

I take this occafion to acquit Monfieur St. Luc ofsl. L ••• 

any fufpicion of his being concerned in thefe faCl:ions ; 
bue I bdie ... e .he difcerned them. He certainly knew 
that the Indians pined after a renewal of their accu-

K fiomed 
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fromed horrors; and that they were become as impa. 
t~nt of his controul as of all other, th~ugh the prid~ 
and interefc of amhority, and the affeEbon he bore t~ 
his bId afTociates, induced him to cover the real caufes 
under various frivolous pretences of difcontent, with 
which I \\as daily tormented, but to which I conftantly 
attended: and though I differed totally with Saint Luc 
in opinion upon the efficacy of thefe al)ies, I invariably 
took his advice in the management of them, even to 
an indulgence of their moft capricious fancies, when 
they did not involve the diIhonour of the King's fervice 
and the difgrace of humanity. The cou,ncil of the 
4th of Auguft was held at his preffing inftance; and 
in that council, to my gre;lt aftonifhment (for he had. 

Lord Har- given me no intimation of the defign) the tribes with 
Ting~o~'s which he was moft particularly conneCted, and for 
~~;,: t~:e- whom he interpreted1 declared their intention of Je-

turning home, and demanded my concurrence and 
affiftance_ The embarrafTment of this event was ex
treme. By acquiefcing, I voluntarily relinquiIhed part 
of my force that had been obtained with immenfe 
charge to government, that had created high expec
tation at home and abroad, and that indeed my own 
army vvas by no me.'lns in condition to difpenfe with; 
becaufe, depending upon. the fuppofed alIiftance,9f. 
this much over-valued race for fcouts and out-pofts, 
and all the. leITer, but necefTary iervices, for giving, 
due repofe to the camp, the BritiIh lio-ht-infantry had, 
been trained to higher purpofes: they were defti~~d 
to lead in the general and decifive c~[J)bats I expected 
in the woods, and could not be fpared, or diked, or 
harrafTed, without palpabJe confequences of 'the mo~ 
diIagreeable kind • 

. On tbe contrary, I was convinced a cordial recon~ 
ciliation with the Indians was only to be effected by, a 
renunciation of all my former prohibitions and an ind\1l
gence in blood and rapine, I had not a' friend in the 
department in w_hom I could confide except Major" 
Campbell, CaptaIn Frazer, and the other Briti!h alii-

z ,ers: 
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eers: their ignorance of the languages, and the very 
probity of their charaEters, rendered them of no weight 
in Indi:m councils. An anfwer, neverthelefs, was to 
be made upon the moment; and the part I took was 
to give a firm refll!;i! to their propofitiol1, and to ad-
here to the controul, I had be'forc cflablillied; but, 
with a temperate reprefentation of the ties of faith, of 
generofity, and honour, to join every other argument 
confiftent with thofe principles which I coulddevife, 
t~ perfllade and encourage them to continue their fer .. 
vIces. 

This fpeech appeared to have the defired effect. 
The tribes neareft home affeEted to leparate from the 
others, and only prdfed for pennimon to return in 
parties to 'gather in their harveft, propofing to relieve 
each other; which was granted. Some of the remote 
tribes alfo feemed to reuacrtheir propofitions, and 
profeifeu a zeal for the fer vice ; but the defertion took 
place the next day by fcores, loaded with fuch plun-
der as they had collected; and it continued from day 

13 1 

to day, till fcarce a man that had joined at Skenef
borough remained. This whole tranfacrion, I aver, Lord H.,. 

was before the plan of Bennington was formed. It ring'lo~" 
ql.l. an: re-

appears. fo from the evidence produced upon the crofs !cred '0. 
examination' by the gentlemen to whom I am obliged lb. qu. 87. 

upon fo many occafions, for eludicating different fub-
jecrs; and the precife date could have been further 
fupported 'by a memoranc1um of Sir Francis Clarke; 
but I thought that reference fllperfluolls in a matter fo 
notorious. 

That MonIieur St. Luc, anxious for the credit of his 
favourite troops, and invited by the propenfity he 
found in the minifter to liften to any whifpered intel
ligence, in contradiCtion to that he received from the 
General himfelf; that, under thefe temptations, that 
wily partizan fhould mifplace dates, and confound 
caufes, neither furprifes nor offends me. With this_ 
expofition of faCt, I leave him in full poffeillon or 
his petulancy refpeCting my military talents; and am 

K z concerned 
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concerned a~ na effects of his co:nments or communI. 
cations, in the mininer's clokt or in the news-papers, '" 
except as they may have tended ~o f,lpport the general 
1i'ftem of decepcion which h~s io long and fo fatally 
influenced his Majefty's acll'ili:rs. CI he .Indian prin, 
cipk of war is at once odious and unavailing; and if 
encouraged, I wiiI venture to pronounce, its confe, 
quences will be feyerely repented by the prefent agr, 
and univerfally abhorred by poftcrity. 

Bur to proceed to tht.: furvt.:y of other difficulties of 
the time. Great attention ytas dlle to the managemen\ 
of the German troops. ' 

The mode of war in which they were engaged was 
entirely new to them; temptations to debt were in 
themfelves great, and had been enhanced and drcu· 
lated among thern by emiifaries of the enemy with 
much art and indtlftry. Je<lloufy of predilection in 
the allotment of pofts and feparate commands ever 
fubfifts among troops of different {tates; and a folid 
preference of judgment in the commander in chief 
often app~ars a narrow national partiality. 

I cQnfcfs l w;!s nwch ;tilifred in maintaining cor. 
diality in an army thus compof(:d, by the frank, fpirit, 
cd, and honourable charaEter I had to deal with in 
Majc'r General Reiddt\ i-a character which was very 
~arly imp: dfed upon my mind, and which no trials of 
Intricacy, danger, and Jii1:rds, ]1as fince effaced; but 
addrers was lbll requifitc to (ccond his zeal, and to 
diffu[e it through the German ranks; find I itudicd to 
throw them into fituationsthat might give them ~on, 

• One of thofe comments Lord George Germain thought pro
per to fl.lle, in a fpeech in the Houfe (JI Commons. His Lord. 
fuip g"' e me a charaNcr in the words ured by Mr. St. Lue, in a 
comcrfaticn bet\\ ecn thcm.~" 11 ell brave, tnais IO~fI! cemro~ uq 
., Allema.nd." , 

The letter alluded to was addrdred to me from Canada, after' 
Mr. St. Luc's Voyage from England. I do not know 10 whom the' 
duplicate was addrdTed, but he certainly was a perron of diligence;
for it appeared in the news-papers the fame day I received the 
pri;&inal. . J 

fipen~o 
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fidence in themfelves. credit with their prince, and 
alacrity in the p:lrfuit of an entt'rprife, which, when 
its difficulties were conlidered, in flCt requin'!d enthu. 
fiafm. 

Other parts of the allIance, thou;;,h not liable to 
furpicion of rreachery, like the Indians, nor of con
fcquence to be fo much attended to as the Germans, 
neverthe!efs had their perplexities. The Canadians, 
were office red by g'::;:!~mC:h of great condition in their ~h' C.n.~ 

(lian tr"ops .. 
country, but were not to be depended upon. Infl:ead 
of the enterpdll1g and daring fpirit which dininguifhed 
the charac1er of that people under the French govern
ment, wa~ illullitllted a longing after homt', the effect of 
difufe of arms and long habits of domef1:ic enjoy
ments; and this difeafe (maL ':L' pa)'z) is carr:ed In 
them to a gre~.ter proverbial extreme th"n in any other 
people to wrwm tht: t('rill is more commonly applied. 

It was Dell:l"r eafy to keep thefe people together, 
nor to fupport the ideas of tefpea which the enemy 
entertained of them from the remembrance of th~ for
m~r war. The only manr:er o~' effeCting the latter 
purpore was t~ ihew them occaGonally at a diibnce, 
but tardy to commit them upon parties where they 
were likely to fall in with the bdl c1aires of the Ran
gers opp~led to Ul: perhaps there are few better in 
the world than the corps of Virginia Riflemen, which 
aCteJ under Colonel Morgan. 

The Ptovincd Corps, of which 1 had two in cm- provir.d" 

bryo, and {everal cetached parties, were yet a heavier corr" 

tax upon time and patience. They wcr~ compoled of 
proferred Loyalifts, many of whom had taken refuge 
in Canada the preceding winter, and others had joined 
as \\ e advanced. The variolls interefts which influ-
enced their aaions rendered all arrangement of them 
jmpraCticable. One man's views went co the proSt 
which he was to enjoy when his corps ihould be com-
plete; another's, to tlie proteCtion of the diftrit1: in 
which he relided; a third was wholly intent upon re-
yenge againft his perfonal enemies; and all of the ''l 

K 3 were 
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were repugnant even to an idea of fub?rdination. 
Hence the fettlement who fhould act as a private man, 
and who as an officer, or in whore corps either Ihould 
be, was feldom fatisfaEtorily made among themfelvesj 
and as furely as i. failed, iucceeded a reference to the 
Commander in Chief, which could not be put by, or 
delegated to another hand, without diffiltisfaEtion, en
creal\: of confufion, and generally a lofs of fuch fer
vices as they were really fit for, 'viZo. fearching for cat
tle, afcertaining the praCticability of routes, clearing 
roads, and guiding detachments or columns upon th~ 
march.':~ 

Such were the embarraffments of my mind, added 
to the many neceffary avocations of command purely 
military. Ie will likewife be remembered that Lieu

. tenant' Colonel St. Ledger was, at this time, before 
~::t:~~~'r- Fort Stanwix: every hour was tJregnant with critical 
r.1fments. events. The c:1.ndid and unprejudiced, refleCting upon 

fuch a fituation, will check the readinefs of their cen-
fure: far be it from me to contend that I did not com
mit many errors: I only hope to have proved, that 
they are not thofe which have yet been fpecifically 
pointed at, and whatever blame may be imputahle to 
me in other inllances, nq late examiners are not juftly 
intitled to triumph on any of their dilcoveries. ' 

Expedition And now for the expedition to Benninoton as it frands 
to Benning- 0d t:> , ' 
con. upon ev! ence. 

The queftions up-on the crofs examination are fo ex
planatory of the hints which fell from the noble Lord 
afterwards, that one would almon: imagine the hints 

" I would not be unolerllood to infer, that none of the Pro· 
vincials with me were fincere in their loyalty; perhaps many were 
fo. ~ few were of dillinguifhed bravery, among which it would 
be unJul! not to particularize Mr. Fillar, who fell at Bennington; 
and Capt. Shanvood, who was forwllrd in every fervice of daDger 
to the end of the campaign. I only maintain that the interells 
and the paffions of the revolted Americans concenter in the caufe 
?f the ~ongrefs; ~nd t~ofe of the Loyalills break and fubdi.i~e' 
mto varIOUs pUrf'1Jts, With which the caufe of the Killg haS hI' 
~le or nothillg to do. .,' , 

were 
H \ I ~ 
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were originally deligned to precede. It will be regu
lar for me, therefore, to confider them in that manner, 
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and, from the whole I am to colleEt, that the faults 1'.,,,1,, [up_ 

meant to be cftablifhed are, that I employed Germans I'o',d. 

to found the dilpofition of a country in which no Ger-
mans reuded: that the mounting dragoons was un
necelfary: th It the range given to the expedition was 
too great: thar it was not originllly dcugned for Ben
nington: that the force W.lS inadequate. 

In regard to the firlt of thelt: charges, relative to the 
employment of Gennans, it would be wafte of time ro Fault of 

add to the full anfwer given by Lord Harrington. Co- ~n:;:,;~';: 
lone! Kingfton has anfwered the queil:ion refpeEting the Laid Har

mounting the dragoons; and moreover it will be n:- ~'~':~~n;o. 
membered, that the colleEting horfes was by no means yl. L;w. 

confined to that {twice. They ~ere requifite for carry- ~~~: ~~:~: 
ing the baggage of the army, as expr:::ffed in the in- '34 to lJ7. 

ftruEtions to Colone! Baume, to the amollnt of 1500. 

This circumil:ance may have il:ruck fome gentlemen, as 
confirming the idea that the baggage attending the 
army was of enormous bulk. I requdl a fufpence of 
judgment upon this article, till I come to the proper 
place of explanation; and I revert to the part of the 
charge which [eems of moil: importance, viz. the ex- See tho In

tent of the march, as defcribed in the Inil:rllEtions, ~l~~~;o;'~ef 
compared with the ftreng'th of the detachment, &c. p'pers ,e· 

h I r U r . . h ft fpet\tng It can ard y elcape oblervatlon, w at rength to Bennington 

my defence upon this point may be derived {rum ad- No. XII. 

vocates who were not expeEted to appear in my behalf. 
For I take fllpport from the noble Lord himfelf~ and 
all who have believed in his late alfenions, or adhered 
to his favourite doEtrines, by pleading that I undertook 
the expedition to Bennington upon report, ftrengthcned 
by the fuggeftion of perfons of long experience and re-
jidence in America; who bad bem prcfcnt 011 tbe !pot 
when the rebellion broke eu(; and whole information had 
been much ref petted by the adminiil:ration in England; 
that the friends to the BritiJb caufo were as jive 10 one~ 
;mc! tha~ they wanted only tbe appearance of a protefling 

,. ~ 4 .. forc~ 



REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE. 

forti! to ./hew themfelves. Some criticiters upon the 
adequacy of the force I employed, may defert the 

Th d caute of the noble Lord; bur will He maintain, that e groun 
of the.un- a recruit of force from the enemy's country was a 
ie;~~~~~~:: wild expectation, when the recruiters, provincial co
fupported lonels, governors, land proprietors, and popular leaders 
:!~~i:e of the party who glory in the defignation of Tory, 
of Lord O. were upon the fpot, and perfonally interefted in the 
Germam. levies? He mull: furely ftand forth my advocate in this 

point, or entirely forget the reafoning he held to Sir 
William Howe, when without the advantages of fuch 
recruiters; againft the belief of the General himfelf j 

unprepared to repair the difappointment, if difappoint
ment enfued, in a meafure of 10 much more magnitude, 
and fo much lefs real encouragement, He referred to that 
expedient of recruiting from the enemy, what he had 
not ftrength to fupply from the national troops.* 

This I muft infift is an unanfwerable defence, with 
ref pea to the noble Lord, and thofe who think with 
him; for it is ftrict and pofitive coincidence with tbeir 
opinions, paft and prefent-and if I faid it will be fo 
with thofe to come, my prophecy would be authorized 
by the conviction and triumph which Mr. Galway's 
evidence, refpecting the loyalty of the Americans, 
feemed to prod lice in the parties to whom I allude. 

But in due refpeer to other judges, it is incumbent 
upon me to ftate a more lerious detence • 

. As Lieutenant Colonel Kingfton cannot prove juri
dIcally that the rough draft of the defign which ended 

* In a letter from Lord George Ger:nain to Sir William Howe, 
da~ed May 28, 1777, after acknowledging that the force for the cam; 
palgn would be Ihort of the General'. requilitions, is the followIng 
paragra ph : . 

" If. we may credit the accounts which arrive from al\ quarters, 
.. relative to the good inclinations of the inhabitants, there is 
.. every reafon to expea that your fuccefs in Penfylvania will 
:: enab!e you to r~ife from among them fuch a force as may be 
" fufficlent ~or the mterior defence of the pr61vince, and leave the 

army at hberty to proceed to offenlive Qperations." 
• Th~ whole of the letter, from which the above is an extralt, 
:IS cU~lous,:and may be feen in the Parliamentary Regifter, No. 6.8. 

In 
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j~ the affair of Bennington was the fame which was de
lIvered by General Reidefel, and I am unwilling upon 
memory to incur a pollibility of miftake, even in an 
immaterial circumflance that refpects an abfent friend, 
I am content it fhould be confide red as an uncertainty, 
and I drop all ufe that could be drawn from the original 
compofition. It will fully anfwer my purpole to adhere 
to the bare aiTertion which I am fure will never be con
tr~dit'1:ed, that Major General Reidefel originally con-
ceived an expedition for the purpole of mounting his 
dragoons, and fupplying the troops in general with. 
baggage-horres; that I thought his idea might be ex-
tended co much greater ufe, and that the plan was con-
fidered, amended, and enlarged, in concert with him. 
Therefore upon the abftract ground and reafon of the 
meafure, I might urge, that it was fupported by naked 
military principle, according to the fentiments of a 
general of great natural talents, and long fervice under 
the firft maners of the age. It is proved, that the 

13'1 

fam.e fentimems were ratified by the full approbation of 
J\:1aJor General Phillips, an officer o~ fimilar dek.rip- LieQt, ~~, 
tlOn, to whom the plan was communicated; and If a King!".!!', 
lingle part of the lame plan, mentioned to be at firft quelf. 

difapproved by Brigadier General Fraler, continued CO 

be fo after explanation, that difapprobation did not 
appear. Indeed the utmoft that can be dr,n'in from 
the evidence of Lieutenant Colonel Kingfion, or any 
other witne!s, amounts to no more than an implied 
willi in the Brigadier to have condut'1:ed the expedition 
at the head ot his diftinct corps. It was the faCt. 
Devoted to glory, and prodigal of life; earneft for 
the general fuccds of the campaign, and particubrly 
anxious for every plan adopted by the man he luved, 
he grudged a danger or care in other hands than his 
own. It was not envy or dilparagement of the Gtr-
man troops, but zeal and impatitnt for employment, 
that influenced his predilet'1:ion for the Britilh. 1 
honoured the principle, while I reftrained it; and I 
referved his ardour and judgment for a fecond move-
. ment., 
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ment, which required thofe qualities much more than 
the expedition to Bennington did, according to any in
telligence or appearance of things at the tiine. It will 
be obferved from the evidence, that the whole of Bri
gadier Frafer's corps was thrown over the river, and ac~ 
wally pofted at the opening of the plain near Saratoga, 
when Colonel Baume marched; and the delign was, up
on the firft news of Baume's fuccefs, to have pufhed 
that corps to take poifeffion of the heights near Still
water, and to have intrenched there, till the army and 
the provifion could have joined, by which means the 
whole country on the weft fide the river, to the banks 
of the Mohawk, would have been our own. 

But moreover it is to be obferved, that Major Gene. 
ral Reidefel was far from being ignorant, as has been 
fuggefted, of the nature of the country, or the profer. 
fions of the inhabitants. He was juft returned from 
commanding a detached corps at a confiderable cli
france from the main army, in the very heart of the 
country from which the enemy's force at Bennington 
was afterwards fupplied. He (poke the Englifh lan
guage well; he was affifted by many natives of the beft 
information. 

It is evident, that the brave but deceived officer who 
commanded the detachment, was induced to deviate 
from the cautions prefcribed in the inftruttions. A 
plan, drawn by an engineer upon the fpot, is added to 
the evidence produced to the committee, to {hew more 
~learly where that deviation happened. It appears alfo 
In proof, that the meafures taken to relieve Colonel 
Baume, upon the news of hi. difficulty, were the molt 

Lord Har- fpeedy tbt could be ufed, and would have been timely, 
ri:gron, q. had not Colonel Brieman's march been more tardy than 
:0 to 31. Id h cou ave been fuppofed pallible. I take the faa: as 

fr.ated. in his own account, without impeaching his cre· 
dlt WIth regard to the obftacles he detCribes. But as a 
farther ~indication. o! the intelligence and principle 
upon whIch tbe ongma\ ftrength of the detachmen~ 
was framed, and the mereacc~dent which made even 

~r~q~ 
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error pomble, I requdt admiffion for the proof of a 
new fJet which I did not know it was in my power to 
bring, till after Captain Money had left the bar of the 
Houfe of Commons; and as I was precluded from 
calling him a fecund time, by the abrupt clofe of the 
proceedings~ I had no other way of laying it before the 
public, than by ftating the queftion in writing, and re
quiring his authority to publilh the anfwer, which I ob
tained, and they are as follows: 

Q Do you know any circumftance refpecting an un
expected reinforcement received by the rebels at Ben
nington near the time of the action? 

A. " A few days after I was prifoner in the rebel 
" camp, fame of their officers told me, thJt it was a 
" providential circumftance, that General Starks was 
" corning through Bennington with I '200 militia of the 
" New-Hampfhire Grants, to join their main army 
" near Albany, for the guard on the provilion at Ben
" nington did not amount to more than 400 men; and 
" that on his hearing of a detachment of our army being 
" only four or fi\-e miles from him, he with the guard, 
" and wiLet militia could be collected in the neighbour
" hood, attacked and defeated the detatchmenr, as 
" well as the reintorce' ,-,tent that were on their march 
" to join them. The rebel officers alia informed me, 
" and I have feen accounts that agree with what I then 
" heard, that during the action General Starks was 
" 'luckily' joined by Colonel Warner with a confi
" derable body of men. I have frequently heard our 
" officers fay that were in this action, that had Colonel 
" Baume retreated fOllr miles, and recroffed the river 
" he paffed the day before, and taken poft there, when 
" he found by information he could not proceed, and 
" had wrote for a reinforcement, he would have met 
" Colonel Brieman coming to his affiftance, and would 
" not have rifqued the lofs of his corps, which by his 
" inftructions were fo ftrongly recommended, as not 
~' even to rifque a confiderable lofs. This, Sir, is as 
" nearly as pollible the anfwer I fuould have given h \r{ 

, . ~' (he 
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to the queftioh been an.;:ed me in the Houfe of Com. 
<C nions.~ J. Money." . 

This piece of evidence will ferve to Ibew that It was not 
the fuccefs of the rebels at Bennington that animated the 
militia to affemble; and march in the caufe of the Con
gtefs ; and he muft be of fteady faith i?dt'ed In A:me
tican loyalty who Can fuppofe much of It really eXlfred 
in the country of the Hamplbire Grants (howfoever it 
had been affected and profefTed) when he refleCts, not 
only that General Starks and Colonel Warner were not 
oppofed in colleCti~g their men, though my army! then 
in a tide of fuccels, were near at hand; but alfo that 
hot a loyalift was found earneft enough to convey me 
intelligence. 

It willlikewife appeat, frbm this piece of evidence; 
when compared with the map of the country and the 
difpofition of the troops, that had not the accidental 
pafTage of the detachments tlOJer Starks and Warner. 
been exceedingly critical, it could not have availed.-'
Fotty-eight hours fooner, they would have joined Ge
fletal Gates; and he would hardly have detached them, 
or any other part of his force, back to Bennington; 
even though he had heard of a movement to my left I 
btt;iufe he mtill: have known that the whole of FraCer's 
totps lay ready to march rapidly upon him from my 
tight.~Fnrty-eight hours later, the blow would have 
been ftruck; and the fiores, confiiting of live cattle, 
ilnd flower, with abundant carriages to convey it, would 
harc been but of reach. 

Another reflection will be apt to atife in fpeculative 
biinds upon this fubject, viz. on what nice chances de
pends the reputation of an officer who acts under fdfifh 
and ungenerous employers! Such men not only with
hold the fair protection that would arife from an expla
nation of his motives, but are the firll: to join the cry 
of the uninformed multitude, who always judge by 
evehts. Thus every plan receives a colourinO" in the 
c~treme; and is denominated (often with eq~al inju
thee) a fatal error or a brilliant enterprize. 

But 
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Bur it ftill may be faid, rhe expedition was pot ori. e~Dr~ .m

ginally defigned againr~ Bennington. I really do not; ~~~;tH:,:f 
lee tv what it could tend againft me, if that fuppofitiol1 rington; ~, 
were in a gre3t degree admitted. That fome part of ~9 
the force was defi.gned t,) aCt there, will not be difputec! 
by any who [c;:d Celonel Baume's ini1ructions, and con" 
rult the map. The blame ur rr:erit of the defign ah9~ 
gether, mult reft upon the motives of expediency; anq 
it is of little confequence whether the firft and pril)~i" 
pal dirdtion was againft Bennington, or Arlington, or 
;lny orher Jilhi¢l:, <lS my intelligence might ha\'c varied 
refpeCting tbe depofits of corn and cattle of the enemy, 
At the fame rime I I1Wil: obft:rve it is begging the qu~-
flion, to argue that Bennington was not the real, origi= 
p~l ohjcc1. becaufe Bennington was not mentioned in ~he 
draft cf inftruCtions. A man muft inc!t:ed be vojd of 
military and political addrefs, to pUt upon a p;Iper a 
critiol ddign, where furprize WIIS in queftion, and eye-
ry thing depended upon fecrecy. Though it weri! trp~, 
that I meant only Bennington, and thol.lght of 110thing 
lefs than the progrefs of the expedj~ion, in the extent 
of the order, I certainlv would not now affirm i~, /Je,. 
caufe I could not prove'it; and becau(e it would feem, 
that I fearched r'ur r.emOt~ ,me! obfcure juftification, no~ 
relying upon that which was manifeft; but furely tbere 
is nothing new or iml'rq~)able in the idea, that a gel)eral 
fhould d:lgui(c his real intentions at the ourftt of an q.~ 
pedition, even [wm the olTIcer whom he appointed [0 

execute them, proviced a communication with that of-
ficer was cert.ain and not remote, 

This review of the affair of Bennington, tho' long, 
I truft will not be deemed mifplaced ; and from the c!if" 
ferent pares of it, I think, will ~learly be eftablifhed th,: 
few following arrertions : 

1ft. Tpat tpj:: defign upon Bennington wa$ jufti/1ed 
by the" circumftances of the time. 

zd. That th.ere was no reafon to fuppofe the force of 
~he enemy there greater than what the detachn1ent was 
~c!eq uat~ to defea~. 

Jd. Tha~ 
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jd. That when the force was difcovered to be greater, 

the' illconfequences would have been avoided had not 
Corontl Baume deviated from his infrruCl:ions, by com. 
mittincr his recrular force in the woods i'nftead of foni. 

b b d I' fying a poft in the open country, an exp onng the 
woods only with the Indians, Canadians, and Provinci. 
als, fupportcd by Captain Frater's corps, who were 
complete mafrers of fuch bufinefs. 

4th. That after Colonel Baume had committed that 
error, it would have been retrieved had Colonel Brie. 
man's reinforcement accomplifhed their march in the 
time they ought to have done. 

5th. That the frrength of the enemy was merely ac· 
cidental. 

And, as a final obfervation, I will add, that when a 
minifter frates a common accident of war, independent 
of any general aaion, unattended with any lofs that 
could affea the main frrength of the army, and little 
more than the mifcarriage of a foraging party, to have 
been fatal to a whole campaign, of which he had di
reaed the progrefs and apportioned the force, he makes 
but an ill compliment to his own judgment. 

Difficulty The next clafs of proofs in regular progreffion, ap~ 
of forming I' h d'ffi I f b' , ~ d " • magazine pIes to tel cu ty 0 nngmg lorwar a magazine 
after the of proviiion, after the difappointment of obtaining live 
~~:;t;~t. frock and flower at Bennington. It has been !hewn, 
ll~l1nington by the evidence of Captain Money, Lieutenant Colon~1 
Lleut, Col, K' ft d I h' d f S' F King!l.n, mg on, an t 1e aut entlc memo ran ums'o Ir ran~ 

'1' '4 10 3
" 

cis Clarke, that early in the month of Augufr it was no 
eafy tail< to fupply the daily confLlmption of the army. 
Our powers were afterwards, in fome degree, encreafed 
by the arrival of more contract horfes, acquifirions of 
more ox-teams from the country, anp the great vigi
lance exerted in the departments of the quarter-matter. 
general and infpector, whofe affifrants had been aug
mented . 

. A minute invefrigation of this operation, I am fenlibl~ 
'\\'111 be thought dry, and perhaps unneceffary, by. gene; 
ral readers-they WIll pals it over-but there are thofe 

whq 
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who have laid m~H::h ftrefs u,pon a wafie of time, and 
who take delight in tracing the fmall parts of a Cub
jetl: with fcrupulous exatl:nefs. With fuch it is my du
ty, as a perron on my defence, to enter into detail, and 
I will lay my ground in the queftion put to Captain Mo
ney in his croliH:xamination and his anfwer. 

Q., " Why did the army remain from the 16th of 
" Auguft to the lJth of September before they croifed 
" the Hudfon's-River to engage the rebels at Still
" water?" 

A. " To bring forward a fufTIcient quantity of pro
" vifions and artillery, to enable the General to give up 
" his communication." 

Vvith all the powers of conveyance pomble to be Capt. Mo. 
mull:ered, Captain Money computes (and his c.omputa- ney, q. >0 ; 

. 11- l' h h bl L d b h . f. and for 'he tlOn ta les near y WIt t e ta e 10rme y t e comml - ~eneral ac-

fary-general) that five days provifion, viz. four for chun, of 

forming the magazine, and one for daily confumplion, ~f~defe~':~e 
waS the moit that could be conveyed at once. ~ame evi;. 

To bring this to an averageI will alfume only two ,r;';;, i~~ 
days for accidents of weather, roads, fatigue of cattle, 
breaking of carriages, and other common difappoint. 
ments; this is much lefs time than according to the 
evidence might be allowed, and upon This computation 
it would take ten days to convey the magazine to Fort 
Edward only. The ftage from thence to the encamp-
ment and intended depofitary muit not be computed by 
diftance but by impediments. The rapids of the river 
and the dilrerent carrying-places have been defcribed by 
the witneifes, and it relults that this itage was much 
longer in point of time than the former one. It was 
not pollible to keep the tranfports going at both ftages 
together for (he ten days mentioned, becJufe thc::re were 
not boats ill the river lufficient for more than the daily 
fupply ; nor could they have been conVeyed there in 
that time by any pofiibk means, for t leie reafons; the 
boat carriages, which wtre of a confir Jttion fimilar to 
timber carriages ufc:d in England, we"e only twelve in 
n"umber, and each carriage emplo,ed fix hodes or four 

oxen 
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oxen to draw it; and could any other means of draft 
for boats over land have been contrived, or cattle have 
been fupplied from the artillery, or any other depart
ment, all would have been ufelefs; becaufe the boars 
themfelves, to a greater amount than thofe above fpe
cified, were wanting till after the whole of the provilion 
tranfport between Ticonderoga and Fort George, upon 
which they were employed, was finifhed, and it had 
barely kept pace fo as to fupply the land tranlport be-
tweenFort George and Fort Edward. ' 

I defire only an allowance of fifteen days for the 
carriage over the fecond ftage, and it will thus take, in 
the whole, twenty-five days to form the magazine 
alone. 

I claim no additional allowance of time for con
veying one hundred boats, at leaft, through the diffi
culties of land and water, in the twO ftages, but com
prife that labour among the reil: of the lait fifteen days. 
It muil: be neverthe1efs obferved, that even this num. 
ber was !hort of what was wanting, and, to fave time, 
all the arfificers were employed in building fcouls 
(fourteen of which were finifhed during the tranfport) 
to make water craft, in the whole fufEcient to carry 
the magazine forward, after the communication fhould 
be at an end. The new caulking the boats, though 
indifpenfibly newffary to great part of them, after paf
hng the lakes loaded, and afterwards being /haken 
and damaged by land carriage. is another work which 
I throw into the lail: fiftCilen days of the tranfport, or 
into the fubfequent four days, which muil: at the leall: 
be allotted for loading the mJgazines, and arranging' 
the order of its proceeding both in refpeCt to naviga-' 
tion and defence. This was committed to very expert 
naval officers, and was matter of no trivial concern, or 
eafy execution. 

The whole bufinefs, according to the above repre
fentation and calculation, both which are founded 
upon evidence, would have taken twenty-nine days: 
twenty-feven only were employed, viz. from Auguft: 

~ 
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the 16th to September the 13th. The exertions in faa 
outwent the calculation; and I challenge the moft mi
nute fpeculatifts to try the time and the powers we 
polfdTed. by every poffible diftribution of carriages 
and cattle. different from that which was practifed, 
and I will venture to fay none will be found lefs 
dilatory. 

It appears clearly in proof, that no impediment to 
this tranfport was occafioned by the interference of the 
artillery; but it has been implied by fome queftions in 
the crofs examinations, that if the artillery did not in
terfere with the traniport, the tranfport ought to have 
interfered with the artillery, and that by appropriating 
their horfes to the provifion train, much time might 
have been faved. 

It might be a fufficient anfwer, that the artillery, 
for the rea[ons I have before alIigned, was not to be 
difpenfed with, and confequently the horfes were to be 
preferved; but I befides have thewn, that they could 
not have been of ufe to the tranfport of the boats; and 
to fatisfy every fcruple, and to thew how miftaken 
they are who fuppofe an advantage was to be obtained 
by the employment of artillery-horfes to convey pro
vifions, I now offer to their reflection the additional 
fact, that they could have been of no avail, becaufe 
we had neither carts nor pack-faddles, more than were 
in ufe alread y. 

TI h b f h . d' Lieut. Col. lat t e aggage 0 t e army was an Impe Iment to Kingtlon 

the tranfport, is another accufation clearly confuted by 9' 5 to 8' 

h . d 'd t L' C 11K' ft melufive t e umte eVI ence 0 leu tenant 0 one mg on and and fro"; 

Captain Money *. 11. to '3°, 

Having 

.. In jufiice to the officers who are fuppofed to have difohered 
orders, in refpect to the bulk of it, it may be necefi'ary to take fome 
noti~e (and this is the proper place) of the error of making that fup
pofition upon the directions given to Col, Baume for proCluring J 30P 
horfe. for that fpecific ufe. 

. I believe the lowell allowance of bat hor(es eyer made 10 an army 
was as follews : 

L To 
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Having thus fhewn that the tranfport of provilions 

and other ftores, for about thirty days, was effected in 
. the lhorteft time pollible, it now becomes neceffary to 

~'fi,on . ft· I' h h b h "''''c. whe- examme the que IOn, w ltC as een very.muc can. 
ther t~, ar- vaffed in print; and by the .crofs examination appears 
:!. ~;:;' to have maue impreffion upon fome gentlemen; wbe. 
prowo,dto [her this preparation might not have been difpenfed 
~~~I:~J, with, and the army have reached Albany by a rapid 
fio,,,? march, the foldiers carrying llpon their backs a fuffi.4 

ciency of provifion to fupport them during thNime ? 

To a field officer 
A captain 
A fubaltem 
A furgeon and mate 
A chaplain 
A quartermafler - • 
For carrying lhe company's tents, 

to each company 
2 horfes 

3 per battalion 6 
2 do. 
I do. 
2 do. 
1 do. 
1 do. 

do. 16 

Total per battalion 5+ 
N. B. This calculation waS made upon eight companies to & 

battalion) in which two iield officers companies are included. 
The horfes for the live Britilb battalions of the line, upon 

t '_ku!aticn, amount to l70 
General Frafer's corps, reckoned to be equal to four bat. 

t"lions 216 
Five German battalions, at 70 horfes per battalion, that 

[',i<1:: the Jifference in praportian to their ftrength 350 
Brcyman's corps· • 10" 

Total for the regiments of the regulars 936 

S T A F F. 
'1'wa major generals 
}'our brigadiers 
Britilh quartermaller general, and hi~ affillants 
German ditto. • 
The hafpital 

Total of 11aft' 

I R REG U L A R S. 
Canadians, Indians, and Provincials 
Artificers 

Total of irregulars 

Rccapitula~ian of the Whole dillributian 

12 
·16 

11 

u 

30 
8: 

.2aQ 

50 
-- 25" 

J26S 
It 
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r t is very natural for men of all defcri ptions; to Ide. of a ra_ 

apply the idea of a rapid march to a diftance of fifty pld march. 

miles, for it is not more meafuring in a ftreight line 
from Fort Edward to Albany, and it will be proper to 
confider the principle and practicability of fuch march, 
with refpffr t9 two diftinfr periods, the one before, 
the other after the attempt upon Bennington. 

With ref peel: to the firfi, it will be remembered, 
that in the ltate the roads then were, and with the re
fources then to be employed, no provifion before-hand 
was attainable. Therefore, to have brought the plan 
of a rapid advance within the compafs of a pollibility, 
the operation mufi have begun by marching the whole 
rapidly backward, in order to load the men with their 
packs of provifions. How the troops, zealous as 
they were, would have reliihed a ftep fa uncommon 
in its natme, and produfrive of fa much llnexpected;. 
fatigue, particularly how the Germans would have 
been fo perfuaded of the neceffity as to have under
taken it with good will, cannot be afcertained. 

But thefe doubts apart, it remains to be confidered, 
how the troops were to pafs two very large rivers, 
the Hudfon and the Mohawk, without previous pro
vifion for a bridge, or water-craft for conveyi!1g large 
bodies at once. Every conceffion a fanguine projefror 
can defire 111all be made upon this point alCo; the con
trivance of rafts, bound together by twigs and firips of 
bark, as in fafr was prael:ifed at th:s very period for the 
paffage of Frafer's corps over HuMan's River, thall 
be admitted equally prafricable for the whole army; 
and in argument be it tTUfted to chance to pafs the 
Mohawk in the fame way; or ihould it fail, let re
eourfe be had to the ford, which is known to be prac
ticable; except after hea'lJ) ,-aim, near ScheneCtady, 
about fifteen miles from the mouth of the river. 

Thefe conceffions granted, we will fuppofethe army 
on the bank of the Hudfon's River, where th~y aft~r-
wards paffed it. 

L 2 The, 
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The idea of a rapid march will of courfe be exem~t 

from all thought of perfonal incumbrances (provifion 
exempted) and the foldier will frand reprefented in the 
imaaination, trim and nimble as he is feen at an exer
cife in an Englifh encampment-Indeed it is nec<:ffirv 
he fhould be confidered in that form; for nuthing can 
be more repugnant to a project of rapifiity, than the 
foldier's load, were he to carryall the articles beionging 
to him in a campaign.* 

But it may be faid, and with truth, that troops are 
ufually relieved from a confiderable p:Ht of this burrhen, 
and many examples of this relief may be brought from 
the general cufrom of fervice, and from II?3ny move~ 
ments of General Howe's army 10 partlcuI3r-n~y 
more, it was a frequent praCtice of the very army in 
que!1:ion, to march free from knapfacks and camp equi. 
page. The Wigwam, or hut confrructed of boughs, 
may be made a very wholfome fubftitute for a tent; 
and when victual can be cooked before hand, even the 
camp kettle for an expeditious march may be laid afide. 
All thefe examples are admitted: but they all imply 
conveniencies for the feveral articles to follow, and 
to be brought up in due time. In our cafe they mull: 
have been loft irrecoverably. 

Will it be argued, that fame medium might have 
been devifed? And although it were impoffible, con
liftently with the idea of rapidity, to carry forward 
more provilion than for bare fufrenance during the 
march, yet carts might have been found fufficient to 
carry the men's knapfacks, and camp kettles, and 
other indifpenfible articles? This fuppofition would 
betray a great ignorance of the country. From Sara-

"'" Tbey confiil of a knapfack, containing his bodily neceffariet, 
a blanket, a haverfack witb provifions, a carteen, a hatchet, and 
a fifth O,are of tbe general camp equipage belonging to his tent. 
TheFe articles (reckoning the provifion to be for "four days) added 
to bls aCCOUtrements, arms, and fixty rounds of ammunition, make 
~ bulktorally iAcoml'atible with combat, and a weight of about 
lixty pound". 

toga 
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toga to Albany there is only one road pratticable for 
wheel carriage. There are many places where by de~ 
fhoying the bridges over deep gullies which difcharge 
themfelves into the main river, a raifage would be 
rendered impall:1ble, not unly for a whtel carriage, but 
a horfe. There are others \\ hert: the road is bounded 
by the river on one fide, and by almo!t perpendicular 
atCents covered with wood on the other. Here the 
very !hart work of felling a few trees would itop all 
pafTage. The expenee of time to remove theie ob
fiructions, or to make new roads, would have brought 
famine. All notion, therefore, of conveying any 
articles more than could be carried upon men's fhoulders 
muft ceafe. The notion of artillery, even the fmalleit 
pieces, muit alfo ceafe of courfe, not even a little 
ammunition. tumbril could have found its way.-An 
eafy facrifice to the theorifts, who have maintained 
the inutility of artillery: but any officer who has feen 
the ground of this [uppo[ed march, would point out a 
dozen patfes, not to fpeak of the paifage of the Mo
hawk, where, f1:rengthened with abattis and fuch other 
works as the rebels are expert in making in a few hours, 
five hundred militia would !top for a time, tcn times 
their number of the beft troops in the world who had 
not artillery to aiIift them. 

Having fiated thefe objeetions to the principle of a 
rapid march, let us now, from the knowledge that 
has been fince obt~ined of circumfiances, confider what 
would have been the certain confequences of the at
tempt. 

Thofe who are acquainted with the capricious work~ 
ings of the tempers of men, will not wonder at the 
difficulty of prevailing upon a common folder in any 
exigency to hufband his provifions. In a fetrled camp, 
the young foldier has very !hart fare on the fourth clay 
after delivery: but upon a march in bad weather and 
bad roads, when the weary foot flips back at every fiep. 
and a general curfe is provoked at the weight that caufes . 
the retardment, he muft be a patient veteran, and of 

L 3 much 
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much experience in fcarcity, v. ho is not temped to 
throw the whole contents of the haverfack into the 
mire. He feels the preknt incumbrance grievous_ 
Want is a day remote.-" Let the General find a fup. 
pi y: it is the King's caufe ami the Gt:nera!'s intereft 
-be will never let the f,)lc.lier be [tarved." 

This is common rearoning in the ranks. I flate 
it for thofe 'who have not feen fatiguing fervice, and 
may have a judgment to form upon it. It need not 
be applied to the prefent conlideration; for had the 
march taken place at the time it ought to have done, 
upon the principle of the defenders of that fcheme, 
the time th:!t Frafer's corps firft paft the river upon the 
bridge of rafts, waile would onhr have confpired to 
accompliJh in three days a ruin that·with the beft huf. 
bandry \\"ould have been inevitable infix: for the fame 
fall of rain which it bas been ['l~\\'n in evidence aCtu· 
ally carried away the bridge a very few days after it 
was confirucred, neceffari1r 1'1;,d" the ford of the 
Mohawk for an advance, and every ford of the Hud· 
fon's River for a return, impaffable. It hardly need 
be noticed, that a flood mull have made aoy ufe of 
rafts, could they have been timely obtained, equally 
impracticable. The army, therefore would have be. 
come viEtims to famine, without a blow, or a lingle 
effort of the enemy. Saratoga muft have been the 
anticipated feene of furrender, without other condi~ 
tions than the mercy of fuHenance; the whole force 
of Mr. Gates would have beenloofe to ~o'operatewith 
.Mr. vVafhington, with the fineft feafon of the cam
paign b~fore them; and the General of the northern 
army, without a thaLlow of profdIional defence, and 
precluded from the plea ufually fa perfuafive, that he 
fought hard before he f~iled, muft ha\'e met the cen
fure of his Sovereign and a juftly offended country, 
with none to [upport him but the prefent advocates of 
a rapid march. Could his dependence have been fure 
eyen upon them? Would they not rather have adhered 
~o their oppollte and original fyftem (for ftrange as it 

'4 ~ 
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is, the fame men hive fupported both) and have alTened, 
that it was extreme rafhnefs to crofs the Hudfon's 
River at all ? 

If what I have faid in objection to the jlrinciple and 
practicability of a rapid march iI?, Albany, previous to 

the attempt upon B2nnington, has '~'eig;,t, vcrI' little 
need be added on the fubjectaf~erwards, ; ','C3Llk every 
objection "ill multiply upon the mind 0: rh~ moll: 
curfory obferver. I lball only call the at>:~,~:'-lI1 to a 
very few dfemial circumflance5. The enem\' \', :', in 
force; a proof cl his bei -'6 fo is, th3C ,Mr. Gates 
quitted hi;, rOlltii'n behinci the Moha,vk, ",t;c11 ':;JS 

his firongeft, at'd adV3lKe,i to Stillwater. TilL [<lrce 
found at Bennington upon the march from thl: Hamp
fhire Grants to the main at'my, proved the vi'/JLir and 
alacrity of the enemy in that country. The eircUlli
fiances of the attion at B"l1nington cftablifhed a yet 
more melancholy conviCtion of tile faliacy of any de
pendence upon fuppofed friends. The noble Lord bas 
[aid, that " I never defpaired of the campaign before 
the affJir of Bennington; that I had no doubt of gain
ing Albany in as fhort a time as the army (in due con
dition of fllpply) could accom[.llilh the march." I 
acknowledge the truth of the atfertions in their fullefi: 
extent; all my letters at the time thew it. I wili go 
further, and in one fenfe apply with the noble Lord 
the epithet" fatal" to tbe affair of Beunington. The 
knowledge I acquired of the profetfors of loyalty was 
" ffltal," and put an end to every expectation from en
terprize unfui1:ained by dint of force. It would have 
been exce[s of frenzy to have trufted for fuflenance to 
the plentiful region of Albany. Had the march thither 
been practicable in all refpects, and even unoppo[cd, 
(which nobody will think would have been the (ale) 
the enemy finding the Britifil army unfUl)l'lied, would 
only have had to compel the Tories to dril'c the ca,ttie 
and de{1:roy the corn or the corn miils, and thecr>n\'cln
tion of Albany iilltead of Saratoga ml\f1: halie followed. 
Would the Tories have ri'ten? Why did they not rife 

L .... round 
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rounel Albany and below it. at the time they foun~ 
Mr. Gates's army increafing by feparate and di11:in~ 
parties from remote difia:nces? They were better qua
lified, by their fituation to catch the favourable moment 
than I was to advife it. Why did they not rife in that 
populous and as fuppofed well affected diftriCt, the 
German Flats, at the time St. Leger was before Fort 
Stanwix? A critical infurrection from anyone point of 
the compafs within dillance to create diverfion, woul~ 
probably have fecured the fuccefs of the campaign .. 

Col. St. Le- But to revert to the increafe of reafons againa a rapid 
~::sii:;~r. march after the affair of Bennington. It was then alfo 

known, that by the falfe intelligence refpecting the 
firength of Fort Stanwix, the infamous behaviour of 
the Indians, and the wllnt of the promifed co-operation 
of the loyal inhabitants, Lieut. Col. St, Leger had 
been obliged to retreat. The firft plaufible motive in 
favour of hazardous hafte) the facilit3.ting his defcent 
of the Mohawk, was thus at an end: The profpefr 
of finding the enemy difperfed, it has before been 
:!hewn) was over. 

The impoffibility of preferving a communic~tion 
was alfo evident. Was the army to have proceeded to 
action without hofpital tl:ores, as well as without 
victual? The general who carries troops into fire with, 
out precautions to alleviate the certain confequences, 
takes a fnre fiep to alienate affectipns, and dearoy th~ 
ardour of the foidier-he exacts more than human 
(pirit can furnifh~ Men need not be habituated to 
fields of battle to be convinced of this truth~ Let 
the mind rea for a moment on the objects which will 
rife within it after the mention of action, and then 
refiett, there is not a mattraf$ for broken bones, nor 
a cordial for agony and faintnefs~ They who talk of 
thefe rapid marches, fuppofe no oppofition) or no fuf
fering in confeq).lence of oppofition. The hundreds of 
wounded men to be cruelly abandoned (if the relt 
~ould be prevailed upon to abandon thofe whofe cafe 
might the next day be their own) make no part of the 
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conlideration of thefe gentlemen of precipitate imagi
nations. But officers who are refponfible to God and 
their country for the armies they conduct, cannot eafily 
o.,-erlook fuch objeCts; and mufl: be patient at Jeaft till 
a few hundred beds, and a proper proportion of me
dicine and chirurgical materials, can be brought up 
for troops that are to fight as well as to march. 

The conlicieration of rapid movement has run into 
much length: the ihefs laid upon it in the crofs-exami
nation, was the caule. 1 beg leave very Ihortly to re
capitulate the principal points, and f11sll then difmifs 
it to the public judgment, without great apprehenfion 
of having it renewed even in fpeculation. 

Had a proper flore of live carrIe been obtained by 
the expedition to Bennington, (and by the bye it will 
be remembered, that had the loyalifl:s of the countrv 
been really of the number and defcription reprefenteJ, 
that acquifition might ha.ve been made without an 
aCtion) all the carriages might have been appropriated 
folely to the conveyance of flour, hofpital accommoda
tions, entrenching tools, and other abfolure neceffaries ; 
and a rapid march to Albany might have been hazarded. 

After the expedition to Bennington had failed of 
that great purpofe, had a garrifon for Ticonderoga 
been attainable from Canada, and the force then at 
Ticonderoga been brought forward, to ell:abliili a poll: 
of communication, and fecure a paffage of the river 
by a fortified bridge, and redoubts upon the heights 
which every where command the river, on one !hore 
or the other, a forced march might Il:ill have been 
jull:ifiable, becaufe a retreat was fecure: but, divc:ll:ed 
of both thefe refources, a rapid movement mull: ine
vitably have led to rapid ruin, 

Having gone through all the material points previ
ous to the 13th of September, and fhewn, I truil:, by 
di!l::inCl: evidence, as weIl as reafoning, the expediency 
of the march from Skenefuorough to Fort Edward; 
the principle of the expedition to Bennington; the 
~aufe of its failure; the efforts ufed to bring forward 

~hc: 
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Re.iewor the provifion and necelfary flores, and the impraa:il;a~ 
them,,(u« b'l' f d' . h 1 r 11. h . of tbe paC- I Ity 0 prOCet lng Wlc .-)ut tnole il",reS; t e attentIOn 
fin, the of the reader \,,·ill now be carried to a review of the 
Hud(on's . - r.: h H dr , R' h d lllver. m~alure or p~li1mg t e ulan s dver on t at ay. 

I entered pretty fuli~', in my Narrative, into the 
principles w:lich then aCtuated me; and I thall not 
enlarge upon them. I have only t·) requeO: every mln 
who has been led to doubt whether I \':as rquired by 
duty, fimaticn, the voice. nf the army, and ·the v'lice 
of reafon, to adl':mce and fight, to iollow the conli, 

L B 1_ deration of thofe principles, with a revifa] of the ap
ca":/..·: plicable part of the ';crod evidence, and I will then 
~u'lt. 3 ,n3d venture further to apneal to their :udbO"ment, whether, 4,21 t02, , .I.. 

3~to3Z. inflead of being required, I \','3S IV:t compelled, by 
ii~r:t~~~:: the flate of thinge, to act ~s I did; even independeLtly 
3' to 37. of the peremptory tenor of my orders, whicb, confi~ 
c.pt. Mo- d . h 11. If' f' I h r· , . 
D.Y, 56,6" ent In t e llrengt.l 0 my ca e, :l.Ve purpolcly omlt- -
and 65 to ted, upon this occafion, to reconficier. 
68. In regard to the point fo much agitated in this coun. 

tr)" though with no foundation whatever froin any 
. thing that happened in America, Brigadier Frafer's: 

Jl'ig'~Ie' fentiments upon this meafure of pailing the HuMon's 
fra,er, D' • Id b . fl' • h h . f h 
i".timents. ",lver, It wou e trl111ng \\"It t e patIence 0 t e 

reader to recapitulate ";lnd pointthe evidence to a matter 
which I do not believe there is a man fa prejudiced as 
now to difpute, viz. that that officer joined in opinion 
and impatience with the rei1: of the army. But thougl\ 
the falfehoods fo grofsly and fo long irnpofed upon the 
public, refpecting t!lis matter, are no more, it may 
not be unworthy curiofity to explore their odo-in and 
trace their progrefs. b 

Progrers of It is not difficult to difcern that the fufpicion of dif
the f.lfe- ference of opinion in the arm)', upon tbe meafure of 
hoods pro-
pa,ated. pailing the HuMan's River, arore from the paraGraph 

in my public letter from Alban), to the Secret~y of 
State! ~herein I fay tbat I had c311ed no council upon 
that fubJect, but had aBed upon my own judgment of 
the peremptory tenor of my orders. 

That 
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That a man, chief in authority, {hould take intirely 
up'}n himfelf a mcafure of douLtful confequence, am:! 
UpOi1 mere principle preclude himfelf from any future 
means of 1hifting or dividing the blame that might 
enfue, appeared incredible at vVhitehall: the greater 
p~rt of that political fchool concluded the profeffion 
of fuch candom mull: be a fineifc, and that, in faer, 
the General had not communicated with his officers, 
becau[e he knew opinions would have been againll: 
him. 

\Vhcn little minds think they have got a clue of 
litticnefs, it is wonderful with what zeal and dexterity 
they purfue and improve it. Correfpondence and in-. 
telligence were not wanting; difappointed jobbers, 
difcardcd fervants, difi~tisfied fugitives of every fort, 
fpies, tale-bearers, and fycophants, whom it is to the 
honour of a General to have his enemies, and a difgrace 
to office to encourage, abounded in town; and the 
primary :~1ea once gi\"en, it was carried forward by 
very ready affiil:ance, and even logical deduCtion.-
As thus: 

The General declares in his difpatch, he called no 
man into council upon the meaftJre of palling the Hud
fon's River: Th~refore, his officers differed in opinion 
upon the expediency of advanci.ng. 

To differ in opinion upon that expediency, they 
mufr confrrue his orders not to be peremptory: There
fore, he frands fingle in the interpretation he put upon 
his orders. 

If his officers faw that he was unadvifedly and def
perately leading his army to death, they would cer
tainly remonfrrate: ,{bere/ore, they remonfrrated. 

The remonfrr:ance would naturally be made to him 
by fuperior officers: Tbere/ore, the conclufion follows; 
Major General Phillips and Brigadier General Fraler 
aClually made a remonftrance ag:tinil: palling the Hud
fon's River. 

General. Reidefel. who was next in rank to General 
Phillips, feems to have been forgotten. He was pro- • 

bably 
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bably overlooked in the eagernefs to get at General 
Frafer, on whofe name the important frrefs was laid, 
and for two palpable reafons; the one, that his name 
flood hio-h in the public efrimation, and greatly as it 
defervel' fo to frand, perhaps it acquired, upon this 
intended ufe, more jufrice from fame quarters than it 
would otherwife have received. 

The fecond and more prevalent reafon was, that 
Brigadier General Frafer was dead. 

Thus then frood the aifertion when I arrived in 
England: " Major Coural Phillips and Brigadier Gene
ral Hoafer remonftratcd again) pajJing the HudJon's River, 
'lvhitb movement was the cauft of all the fubfcquellt misfor
tunes." And having traced this falfehood to its matu· 
rity, it now may be equally curious to follow its 
decline. 

After my arrival in England, the friendlhip, and 
general conformity of fentiment between General Phil~ 
jips and me became more known. He was alive, and 
might poffibly foon return. His name was therefore 
withdrawn from the remonfrrance, and referved, in 
cafe he did not return, to give colour to a fecond falfe
hood, * then kept back, but lince produced as one of 
the lafr efforts of malignity in the courfe of the late 
enquiry. 

The lirfr public occafion that offered was feized by 
me to pledge my honour upon the whole frory of dif. 
agreement of opinion being falfe ; and I dared any 
man to produce a letter or a fentence, from Brigadier 
Frafer or any other officer, to authorife a fulpicionof 
its being true. Lieutenant General Frafer, upon the 
fame occafion in the Houfe of Commons, voluntarily 
and generoul1y entered into my jufrification, upon the 
aurhoriry of his correfpondence with his late rel<ltionJ 

and the knowledge of his general fentiments. 

* That General Phillips offered to conduB: a part of the·army 
fro .... Saratoga to Ticonderoga. See this falrehood refuted in the 
~vidence of Lord Balcarras, Col. K,ingllon, &.c. ' 

. Th~ 
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The falfehood was immediately fo far weakened, 
that the word Remonfirana was changed into Opinion. 
" Brigadier Frajer's opinion ~f)as againfi pajJing the Hud-
(on's River;" and tbus it remained, now and then 
'aiii1l:cd and cherithed, when'it \vas very languid, by 
a whifper, " that tber/! were fiillletters to bl! produced," 
till the late enquiry toClk place; and the evidence of 
Lord Balcarras, Lord Harrington. Colonel Kingil:on. 
&c. gave the death blow to the lall: fl:ruggling efforts 
of that calumny. The ralhne15 of pailing the Hud-
fon's River was obliterated; every comment upon that 
fatal (l:ep was fuddenly dropt, as if the river had funk 
under ground; the charge, with the full accompani-
ment of General Frafer's difappmbation, remonil:rance, 
&c. &c. was fhiftcd ; the minifter was as nimble as his 
confederates, and exclaimed upon the fatality of the 
expedition to Eennington. 

157 

And here I fhall finally reil: the fllpport I have been 
fo anxious to derive from that grave which has been 
ranfacked by my adverfaries for evidence againil: me. 
As a foldier I avow a pride in having poffeffed Briga
dier Frafer's efteem. As a defendant I am fenfible I 
have dwelt upon it to a fault. The precedent of a 
Chief in Command fuffering the comments of an in- !==..a:-.. 
ferior to be a teil: of his actions, requires an apologyinfm..aIIi
to my profeffion. It lies in the eminence of my friend's ~:::r.; 
character. His approbation gave a grace to my de-a r ....... .. 
fence, and I was impatient to confute the calumny thatce .... ..a. 
would have robbed me of it; but to admit that it was 
neceifary for my acquittal would be to countenance 
and forward the ,moil: perniciolls and preponerous doc-
trine that ever was practiCed to mifiead the public, and 
to betray the fervict'. 

When a·miniiler or his confederates lean upon private 
report, table talk, and half fentences, to depreciate 
an officer they dare not thtmfe! ves accufe, it is a fee
blenefs of vengeance that, in its firil: afpea:, is con
temptible in the extreme; but it calls for our indig
nation when we c.1tend our view to its principle and 

effeCts. 
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effeCts. They operate to the very inverfion-of due pa
tronage, and t1,e abfolute extintlion of every idea 
upon which command ought to be be11:owed, or can 
efficaciouily be exercifed; they tend to encourage of
ficers to be fpies and informers; to render camps and 
fleets, properly the refidence of harmony and honour, 
the feats of fufpicion, diCeord, faCtion, treachery, and 
mutiny, 

The diverfity and importance of the matter brought 
to review in the period of the campaign I am now. clo~, 
fing, has led to greater length than I was aware of; 
but I cannot difmifs it without one reference, addref
fed to fuch of the examiners of my conduct as have 
infified upon the tardinefs of the northern army. 

Compara- The reference I would plead is to a campaign in the 
:~v: ;:: of fame cotmtry, memorable for having been conduCted, 
paigns in by an officer whofe example !TIuO: be acknowledged, at 
]759 and this juncture, to be of fpLendiJ and peculiar authority; 
'in· I mean the campaign of Lord Amherfr, in the year 

175~' 
The great points of the war in America that year 

were to divide the enemy's force, and at the fame time 
to direct the feveral operations with fuch concurrence, 
that, though feparate and remote, they thould aflift 
each other. The firO: objects of the army to which I 
allude were to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 
and the ultimate and moO: important one was to effeCt 
a juntl:ion with Mr, \V cl;e before Quebec. 

Thus far there is great fimilarity between the plans 
of the two campaigns, except that the points from 
which the armies marched, and to which they were 
deftined, were exactly rever fed ,. 

In the Spring, 1759, the army, then affembled af 
Albany, took the field as early as the feafon would ad
mit: but fuch were the natural impediments of the 
country, that though fupported by the unanimous zeal 
<Jf the inhabitants, and furnilhed with abundant fup
plies of draft cattle,. carriages, water-craft, and every 
~tber ne~effary ; the feveral departments well direCted, 

and 
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and no enemy to oppo(e the march, the General 
(Lord Amheril) was not able to commence the attack 
of Ticonderoga till the 7th of July, when the enemy 
abandoned that poil, and retreated to Crown Point. 

The diftance from Albany to Fort George is be
tween fixty and fevellty miles, the paffage over Lake 
G~orge to Ticonderoga about forty miles. 

The General had reafon to believe that Crown Point 
would be given up at his approach as precipitately as 
Ticonderoga had been. He did n-ot, however, reach 
it, a ditlance of thirteen miles, and water.carriage at 
will, till the 14th of Auguft. 

\Vas it at that time aiked by the minif1:er or hi! ad. 
lerents, what was the army doing not to pur[ue a flying 
~nemy ?--Not to pur(ue when the whole country 
)ehin~ was their own, and magazines, baggage, hof. 
Jitals, and every other neceffary, might follow at lei. 
ure, and in fecurity! When it -was forefeen an en· 
reafe of fleet was to be confl:ruCl:ed at Crown Point, 

-C> obtain the fuperiority over the enemy upon Lake 
:hamplain, and confequently that every day's delay, 

:~1 becoming mafier of that poft, rifked the cam· 
~aign ! 

Although thefe enquiries were not then fuggef1:ed 
, the public, an anfwer to them has been given. 
:eatl y to the honour of the General, in a very im
Irtial hiftory of that time. "The army was ern· 
ployed in repairing the fortifications at Ticondero. 
ga; and the General took his meafures with the 
fame care as if he had expeCted an obftinate defence, 
and attempt to furprife him on his march." 
The enemy aCtually did abandon Crown Point fn 
: approach of the General, the 14th of Auguit j 

1, as foon as in poffdiion of that poil, he fet about 
tifying it as he had done Ticonderoga. The time 
lfumed in that operation, and in building new ver
;, brought it to tbe middle of O::t:ober before the 
ncral could embark upon tte Lake. A fufpence. 
loubtedly, of great anxiety; for the great end of 

- - the 



160 REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE. 

the campaign, the junaion of the two armies, upon 
which the redudion of all Canada was thought to de
pend, was unattaine:d. 

But did the minill:er or his adherents then cavil at the 
tardinefs of that army ?-E~terprifing, fanguine, and 
impetuous, as was the charader of that minifier's 
councils, there was nut lefs energy in his protedioil. 
The nation, not a party, were his adherents; and his 
word was a fiat of fame. He beftowed emphatic 
praifes on his general; and a failing campaign became 
part of that bafis, from which he has afcended to the 
high honours he nowdefervedly poffeffes. 

It would be great prefumption, and it is far from 
being intended,. to draw any parallels or inferences 
from the campaigns of q 59 and 1777, except fueh as 
merely apply to confumption of time under· fimilar 
circumftances. In other points the pretenfions of'the 
refpedive Generals may be as difterent n their for
tunes; or, to make a much clearer dill:indion, and a yet 
ftronger contraft, as wide afunder as the aufpices under 
which they ferved, thofe of Mr. Pitt and of Lord 
George Germain. 

Objervations, &c. refpeEfing the third Period. 

" A fcries of h;;rd toil, inceffant effort, ftubborn 
" :laion, till difabled in the collateral branches of the 
" army, by the total defedion of the Indians, and the 
" defe:rtion or timidity of the Canadians and Provincial!". 
" fome: individuals excepted; difappointed in the laft 
" hope of any timely co-operation from other armies; , 
" the regular troops reduced, by loffes from the beft 
" parts,to 3500 fighting men, not 2000 of which. 
" 'were Britiih; only three days provifions, upon /hort 
" allowance, in ftore; invell:ed by an army of 16,000,1 
" men, and no apparent means of retreat remaining,;J 
" I called into council all the o-enerals, field officers, 
., and captains commanding corps, and by their una
,. nimous concurrence and advice, I was induced, to 
" open a treaty with Major General Gates, &c." 

Such I 
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Such was the fummary of affairs given in my let- Appendix 

rer from Albany to the fecretary of flate.. At the time No. XIV. 

it was ''!'Titt~n, I little expefted to have occafion for 
any other teftimony of my aft ions ; and it has there-
fore been fuppofed, that 1 gave them a colouring more 
fpecious than ex:\(:r. This is the fiage of my defence 
in whicn I am defirous to bring that matter to judg-
ment; and I have quoted the above paifage, exprefsly 
to lead the attention of every examiner to the whole 
of that letter. Let it now be confidered, unitedly 
with my late Narrative, and both be compared in de-
tail with the evidence-I am bold to flake my caufe 
upon the lffue-And reiling upon thefe references, my 
comments upon this period, though it is the mofl im
portant, will be fhorter than upon either of the for-
mer: the proofs al(o are more collected, and the 
matters controverted or aarted in crofs-examination 
are fewer. 

The firft remark I have to make is, that while the 
managers of the minifier's caufe have never admitted 
a doubt of the reality of thofe movements in the 
campaign, with the propriety of which their ingenu
ity promifed them even a colourable cau(e of cavil, 
they have had the addre(s, when any little fkill and 
condua: were generally acknowledged, to call the ex
iflence of fuch movements into quefiion. I cannot 
make this remark more pertinently than at prefent, 
when the march of the army, preceding the aftion of 
the 19th of September, is in its due place the obieft of 
notice-" A pretty combination of columns and de
" ployments compofed at Albany; and very fit for a 
"Gazette." This fort of language 1 believe moft per
fons have heard, who have converfed with the de
pendents or runners of office, and it will be my ex
cufe for fubmitting to the judgment'of my profeffion 
a plan of the movement. It will thew in fome degree 
the difficulties that the nature of the country oppofed M h 

to a combined march of columns; and at the fame th:r~n::y 
time the difadvantage (I might fay, the certain defeat) ~f;~;t~9tb. 

M that Plan IV. 
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that mull: have been full:ained, had the army been only 
in one cohlmn upon the ground where it was attacked; 

. or had the combination of the other columns, thofe. 
of General Frafer in particular, been lefs exact to the 
point of time in which it was expt:dient they fuould 
arrive and form. 

To prove that this march was not compojed at Alba. 
ny, I refer to feveral witneffes, but particularly to the 

L<>rJ B.I. Earl of Harrington. His fituation, as my aid-de· 
~;:,,;~,q. camp, gave him a general. knowledge ~f a movement, 
Maj. Fo!- that an officer employed 111 the execution of a fingle 
~~'L~rl to part of it could not have acquired. It will be conli. 
H.:r;ng- dered by all who know the qualities of my noble 
:~n4:;;;ci~_ friend, as very honourable to the difpofitions of that 
{1Ve. dav, that they are fo circumll:antially retained in fo 

diftinguifhing a mind; and for my own part, I cannot 
commit them to military judgment under a better truft 
than the accuracy of his defcription. 

I fhall not therefore detain the reader an inftant 
longer from a fubjea fa worthy his attention, as the 
evidence refpeaing the behaviour of the troops in the 
enfuing events of that day. 

Few aaions have been charaaerized by more ohlli· 
nacy in attack or defence. The Britifh bayonet was 
repeatedly tried ineffeaually. Eleven hundred Britifil 

A.£t:ion d f fi l~th Sept. foldiers, oiled in thefe trials, bore incelfant fire rom 
a fucceffion of frefil troops in fuperior numbers, for 
above four hours; and after a laCs of above a third 
of their numbers, (and in one of the regimellts above 

Lord H~r- two thirds) forced the enemy at 1 aft. Of a detach- . 
Tlngton s q. . 
~3' to 49 ment of a captaJl1 and forty-eight artillery men, the 
::'~:~i:~~ar_ captain and thirty-fix were killed or wounded. Thefe 
t.', 3; 'UJ9' faCts are marked by a concurrence of evidence that 
Cap" Mo- '11 1'[ Tb'b f 'r d MY, :6 '0 no man WI ( 1 pute. e tn ute 0 pralle ue to 
K~·. fuch troops will not be want;,ing in this generous na· 
b~:;'8 ~o:~. tion; and it will as certainly be accompanied with a 
Lieut. Co!. jufi portion of ihame to thofe who h:lVe dared to de
Kln~jlon, . i: II 1 r f . h . 57 tu 6;. preclare or 1\.1 y va our 10 con plcuous-who have t elr: 

cars open only to the prejudice of American cowardice;. 
ear; 
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nnd baving been always loud upon that courtly topic, 
fiifie the glory of their countrymen to maintain a bafe 
eonfiftency. 

It will be obfervable ftom the accounts of the kil. 
led and wounded, that the lofs of officers in all the 
aaions of the campaign was proportionably much 
greater than that of the private men: and as this ob. 
fervation applies particularly to the action we ate con
fidering, it may not be improper to account for it in 
this place. 

The enemy had with their army great numbers ofItearon of 
markfmen, armed with rifle-barrel pieces: thefe) dur- the .difprfo. • h .d' portion 0 109 an engagement, overed upon the nanks 111 fmall killed and 

detachments, and were very expert in fecuring them. woonded. 
{elves, and in iliifting their ground. In this aaion, 
tIlany placed themfelves in high trees in the rear of 
their own line, and there was feldom a minute's in-
terval of (moke, in any part of our line without offi-

, eers being taken off by fingle iliot. * 
It will naturally be (uppofed, that the Indians would 

be of great ufe againft [his mode of fighting. The ex
ample of thofe that remained after the great defertion 
proved the contrary, for not a man of them was to 
be brought within the found of a rifle iliot. The Ca. 
nadians were formerly very expert in fervice of this 
nature; but befides the change in their military cha
rader, . which I noticed before, their beft. officer was 
killed early in the aCtion, which event caft a general 
damp upon the corps. A few of the Provincials 
were ferviceable : but the beft men I had to oppofe as 
markfmen were the German chaffeurs, though their 

* Captain Green, aid-de-camp to Major General Phillips, was 
!hot thrOlrgh the arm by ODe of thefe marklitien as he was deliver. 
ing me a meffage. I learned, after the convention, from the com. 
manding officer of the rillemen, that the iliQt was meant for me ; 
and as the captain was feen to fall from his horCe, it was (or fome 
hours beli~v.d in the enemy's army that I was killed. My efc.pe 
Was owing to the captain happening to have a laced furniture to hi. 
CaddIe, Which made him miftaken for th~ general. 

M 2. number 



16.1-

Proceed
ing~ of Ihe 
army after 
the atlion. 

REViEW OF THE EVIDENCE. 
number was fo fmall, as not to be one to tw~nty of 
the enemy. . 

The crofs-examination upon the proceedings of the 
army after this action will fhew the folly there would 
be in bringing a military cal\fe to a parlianielltary en
quiry, upon the prefumption that any parts of it would 
be left unexamined. The very want of practical kno\\,
Jed"e in the enquierries renders them more inquifitive, 
and

o 
much more tenacious of doubts and furmifes, than 

Cror,~ex.- _ they would otherwife be: for inftance; I do 'not be-
mlnatJOn at .' it b 
Lord B.I- Iieve that With an army exhau cd. y a long and fevere 
carra" quo action, and deIJrived of an uncommon portion of olli-
98 to 100. 

Ditto of cers, thequcfrion of attacking the enemy next morn-
~~~~o~:;~ ing would have occurred to any man' of profeffional 
and 106. judgment: that enemy too in a pofition of which no 
~:~~il~:,1. further know ledge could be obtained than that it was 
68. covered by an intrenchment and abattis, and the ap
~:~'l~~r- proach to be made through a thick wood, without any 
Capt. Mo- avenue cut, or a fingle poft fortified to fecure a retreat, 
~.:;~t?~'ol. or to eover the magazine, which afforded the only poffi
Kingl!on, ble means of fubfiftence. 
~;,,~ ?r.~;- Equally remote would re the thoughts of military 
,ington,5 6• men from attacking a few days after, when it appeared 
Lord Eal- I h d ,. d I f S' H CI' , r . cams, quo a receIve: a etter rom Ir enry mton, llliorm-
100, ing me of a diverfion fo powerful as an attack upon 

Fort Montgomery to be undertaken as at that very 
time •. 

The queftions relating to the enemy having their 
baggage packed, if that circumftance was meant as an 
indication that they meant to retreat, is another proof 
how little the queitioners knew of fervice. It does 
not appear in evidence how the fact was: but no officer 
will difpute. that if the enemy had not only packed 
their baggage, but actually conveyed it 19' the other 
fide the river, they would have aB:ed conformably -to 
the' general practice of fervice when aB:ion is expetted; 
and to no circumftance of fervice more than to that 
when it is refolved to difpute a poft to the laft ex
tremity. 

Cpon 
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Upon the whole of my fitu~tion at that time, I am 

fo confident that it was the part of an officer to fortify 
and wait events, that I am only further intent to prove 
that I fortified properly, the nature of the ground and 
my feveral purpoJes confidered. Upon this principle 
I fubmit the plan annexed. Ie will alto fhew the na- PI" N"o.V. 

ture of the ground between the two armies, and ferve 
to explain the difficulties the witndTts exprefs of taking 
a view of the enemy's left: but it will be confidered, 
that be fides thefe apparent obftacles to a near approach, 
the enemy abounded in militia, which fupplied out-
po(l:s and fcouts, that could by no means be driven 
in without making. the army liable to a general 
aCtion. 

As for any other intelligence than what could be ob
tained bv eye-fight it was generally contradictory, 
always imperfdl:; the deferters were often fufpicious, 
the priioners very few. I never faw any in(l:ance of 
fervice where it was fa difficult to obtain information. 
Among people fpeaking the fame language with our
felves,-and many of them proreffing the moft fa
vourable difpofitions, fcarcely any could be prevailed 
upon, by rewards or principle, to rin: his pedan for 
the purpore of intelligence. 

In regard to th~ crefs-examination, refpecting the 
time necdfary for the conftniCl:ion of the redoubts and 
other works, I neither thought it worth while to con
teft it at the time, nor [hall I conteft it now, though 
nothing would be. m9re eaiy than to !hew th:Jt there 
was a great deal of llecelTary labour which the queftions 
did not lead to, and conlequently the witneffes could 
not with propriety enter into the explanation of the:m', 
But what makes the confumption of time to me imma
terial is, that I place my j uftification t1 pon the expe
diency of waiting the co-operation from Sir Henry 
Clinton. It is in proof, that I received a letter from 
him the day after the aCtion of the 19th,"-' informing 

* The original letter is in my potre/lion, but could not be pro
duced without difcovering a fecret mode of conveying intelligence 
that it might be improper to make public. 

. MJ me 
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me that he meditated an attack upon Fort Montgo.; 
mery as at that very time. And as I have already raid, 
that I fhould have thought it the part of madncfs to 
have rifked an attack upon the enemy, in the weak 
ftate of my army, for fome time after the late aCtion, 
and under the expectation of fo powerful a diverfion; 
fo fhould I have deferred it longer, even after being 
recruited from the hofpital, on account of the fame 
expectation, and th~ further chance of the reinforce
ment of Colonel St~' Leger's corps, and perhaps a con
voy of provifions from Ticonderoga: fo far am I 
from conceiving the pail: delay blameable, that lac. 
knowledge the meafure of the 7th of October was 
precipitated by fome days, by the forage being become 
fo fcarce, that a fupply could only be obtained by a 
movement of the army. . 

If any perCons have fuppofed, that what has been 
called the inactive flate of the army at this period was 
a flate of refi, they are as much miil:aken as they 
would be if they fuppofed it in any other circumftance 

Alert 6tua- comfortable. From the 20th of September to the 7th 
~l:; o~r:::: of October, the armks were fo near, that not a nigh~ 
20,6 Sept. pfl.!fed without firing, and fometimes cOAcerted attacks 
to 7!hoc1. upon our advanced picquets; 110 foraging party could 

be made without great detachments to cover it; 
it was the 'plan of the enemy to harrafs the army by 
conil:ant alarms, and their fuperiority of numbers en, 
fl.bled them to attempt it without fatigu.<! to them
felves. 

By being habituated to flre, our foldiers beca",e in. 
different;. to it, and were capable of eating or flee ping 
when it was very near them: but I do not believe 
eith\!r oRic~r or foldier ever iIept during that interval 
withou~ his do~ths, or' ~hat any general officer, o.r 
commander of a r!!giment, paq-ed a fingle night with
out being upon hi~ legs occafionally lit differen~ hours, 
;lnd conflantly an hOUf before day-light. 

Lord Bal- The circumftances ill general of the action of the 
j:'aras, 46, h f 0 4 h 
<.c. 1t p .... ~ober fland in that arrangement in t. e 

" evidence 
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evidence of the Earl of Balcarras, Earl of Harrington, i:ord Har. 

Lieut. Col. Kingfton, and Captain Money, and have r;;.g':,~: 
been fa little controverted by crofs-examination, that Lieut. Col. 

I h f h · Ir. I Kingfion any engt a comment upon t em IS unneceuary. 77. &c •• 

will only obferve, that the movement of the enemy C'pt. Mo

under General Arnold, mentioned in my Narrative~~:' 35 to 

is confirmed as far as circumfiantial tefiimony can ~;e a~o 
confirm it, by Captain Money. And if there can be on • 

any perfons, who, after confidering that circumftance, 
and the pofitive proof of the fubfequent obftinacy, in 
the attack upon the poft of Lord Balcarras, and vari-
ous other actions of that day, continue to doubt, that 
the Americans poifefs the quality and faculty of fight-
ing (call it by whatever term they pJeafe) they are 
of a prejudice that it would be very abfurd longer to 
contend with. . 

But though comments upon this part of the evi~ 
dence may be [pared, the remembrance of what I 
perfonally underwent cannot fa eafily be fuppreifed ; 
~nd I am fure I ihall not outgo the indulgence of the 
candid, if in delineating fituations fo affecting, I add 
feelings to jufiification. The defence of military con~ 
duct is an interefiing point of profeffional hO.nour; 
but to vindicate the heart, is a duty to God and to 
fociety at large. 

Few. conjunctures in the campaign I have been de. 
[cribing, few, perhaps, upon military record can be 
found fo diitinguiihed by exigencies, or produCtive of 
fuch critical and anxious calls upon public charac
ter, and private affeCtion, as that whic;h now took 
place. . 

In the firft place, the pofition of the army was un- Lord B,I

tel1able, and yet an immediate retreat \vas impoffible ; carral, 5" 

not only from the fatigue of the troops, but from 
the neceility of delivering freih ammunition and pro. 
vifions. 

The loifes in the action were uncommonly (evere. 
Sir Francis Clarke, my aid-de--camp, had originally 
recommended himfelf to my attention by his talents 

M 4 and 
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and diligence : as fervice 'and intimacy opened his 
character more, he became endeared to me by.every 
quality that can create efieem. I loil: in him an ufeflll 
afiifiant, an amiabiecompanion, an attached friend: 
the fiate was deprived by his death, of one of the 
fairefi promifes of an able general. . 

The fate of Colonel Ackland, taken pnfoner; and 
then fuppofed to be mortally wounded, was a fecon~ 
[ource of anxiety-General Frafcr was expiring, 

In the courfe of the action, a ihot had palfed 
through my hat, and another had torn my waiacoat~ 
I lhould be forry to be thought at any time infenfiblc 
to the protecting hand of Providence; but I ever 
more particularly confidered (and I hope not fuper. 
ftitioufly) a foidier's hair-breadth efcapes as incentive. 
to duty, a marked renewal of the trufl of Being, for 
the due purpofes of a public ftation; and under that 
refleCtion to lofe our fortitude, by giving way to our 
affeaions; to be diverted, by any poffible felf.emotieq 
from meeting a prefent exigency with our-beft factllties, 
were at once diilionour and impiety. ' 

Lord Bal. Having therefore put afide for a time my private, 
carras, 53' fenfations, it has been lhewn that I effected an entire 
Lord H,,- h . h fi . f h b 1: d I' b .ington,66. C ange III t e pO mon 0 t e army elore ay- 19 t~ 

Plan, No. The plan ,,-ill iliew the new ground taken up. Early 
~!;e of in the morning of the 8th, General Frafer breathed his 
'~infhon lafi-and vvirh the kindefi exprefiions of his atfeaiont 
t e t. his laft requeft was brought me, that he might be 

carried without parade by the [oldiers of his corps to 
the great redoubt, and buried there. The whole,day 
of t~e. 8th of ?~ober was correfpondent to this in· 
aufplclOUS begll1nll1g. The hours were meafured by 
a fuccefiion of immediate cares, encreafing doubts, 
and melancholy objeCts. The enemy were formed in 

l:ord Har
6
• two lines. Every part of their difpofitioll as well as 

fmgton, 71 h d ' 
&c. t e repeate attacks upon Lord Balcarras's corps, and 
, the cannonade from the plain, kept the troops in mo~ 

mentaryexpeaation of a general aaion. During this 
fufpence, wounded officers, [orne upon crutches, and 
.' ;., : ?th,eH 
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others even carried upon hand-barrows by their fer
v3nts, were occafiona\ly afcending the hill from 
the hofpital tents, to take their ihare in the aB:ion, 
or follow the march of the army. The geenarls 
were empL'yed in exhorting the troops. 

A bout iun-let the corpCe of General Frafer was Gen. Fr.

brought up the hill, attended 001>' by the officers whof:;·.cunc
had lived in his fam!ly. To arrive at the redoubr, it r • 

paITed within view of the greateft part of both armies. 
General Phillips, General Reideld, and myldr~ who 
were ftanding together, were ftruck with the humility 
of the proceffion: They who were ignorant that pri-
vacy had been requefted, might conftrue it neg-let!:. 
'rVe could neither endure that reflection, nor indeed 
reftrain our natural propenfity to pay our bft attention 
to his remains. The circumllances that enfued cannot 
be better defcribed than they have been by different 
witneires. * The inceirant cannonade during the fo
lemmty; the fteady attitude and unaltered voice with 
which the chaplain officiated, though frequently co-
vered with dLla, which the it-lOt threw upon all fides 
of him; the mute but expreOive mixture of fenfibility 
and indignation upon every countenance: thefe objects 
will remain to the laft of lite upon the minds of every 
man who was prdent. The growing dutboe1s added 
to the JCenery, and the whole marked a character of 
that junCture that would make one of the findl: fubjet!:s 
for the pencil of a maft:er that the field ever exhibited-
To the canvas and to the faithful page of a more im
portwt hiftorian, gallant friend! I confign thy me-
mory. There may thy talc,lts, thy m.mly virtues, their 
progre[s and their period, find due di1tinction; and 
long may they furvive ;--long after the frail record 
of my pen fhall be forgoaen. 

The reflections arifing from thefe fcenes gave placc Ni ht 

to the perplexities of the night. A defeated army was ma~ch or 
to retreat from an enemy flufhed with fuccefs, much the Sth. 

fuperior in front, and 'occupying ftrong pofts in the. 
cuuntry behind. We were equally liable upon that 
. . march 

~; Particularly Lieut. ~o!. Kingfion, 85. 
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march to be attacked in front, in flank, or rear. The 
difpofition of a march had. been c~ncerted as much as 
circumftances would admit; and It was executed by 
the officers and the troops in general with a precilion 
that experience in critical fituations can only teach. 
The baggage, which could only move in one column, 
and in a narrow road, fell into the confufion which it is 
impofiible fer caution to guard againft in the dark, 
becallfe a fingle accident of an overturn or a broken 
wheel. or even the ftupidity or drunkenm:fs of a 
driver, may ftop, and often confufe the motion of tke 

~ord Har- whole line. Care· was taken that no fuch accidenc 
ring ton 70

, k h d f h d d 
and froml fuould brea t e or er 0 t e troops: an or ers were 
IlZ to II8. fent to Major General Phillips, who commanded. the 

rear guard, in cafe he was attacked, to pay attention 
only to the main objeCt of covering the troops; or,. i£ 
occalion were, of taking a polition to give them. time 
to form. 

Continu- At day-break the next morning the army had reach-. 
ance rfthe ed very advantageous ground, and took a polition in. 
:h~r~;h~n which it would have been very delirable to receiv~ 

the enemy. A halt was neceifary to refrefu the troops,. 
and to give time to the bateaux, loaded with provi-. 
fions, which had not been able to keep pace w.ith the 
troops, to come a-breait. A portion of provifio~ 
was delivered alfo from the bateaux, not without ail" 
prehenfion that that delivery might be the bit: for 
there were parts of the river in which the boats might 
be attacked from the other fide to great advantage, 
notwithftanding the correfpondent movement of the 

. army. 
The above purpofes being effeCted, the army pro

ceeded in very fevere weather, and through exceeding 
bad roads. 

Befides the continuation of difficulties and general 
fatigue, this day was remarkable for a circumftance 
of private dlfhefs too peculiar and affeCting to be 
omitted. Th!! circumftance to which I allude is 
Lady Harrie~ Ackland's paffage through the enemy's 

army. 
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rmy, to attend her wounded hufuand, then their 

prifoner. 
The progrefs of this lady with the army could Extraordi_ 

hardly be thought abruptly or fuperfluoully intro- ::~~. :Ctr
-

duced, were it only fo for the purpofe of authentica- private di

ting a wanderful ftory.-It would exhibit, if we:ll de- ft,cf •• 

lineated, an interefting picture of the fpirit, the: enter-
prize, and the diftrefs of romance, realized and 
regulated upon the chafte and fober principles of ra
tionallove and connubial duty. 

But I beg leave to obferve befides, that it has 
direct reference to my fubject, to !hew what the lux-
uries were with which (as the world has been taught 
to believe) the army was encumbered; what were the 
accommodations prepared for the fWo tbDuJand womeuLKi~utft' Col. . lng en, 
that are gravely fuppofed, III the crofs examination, from 'l' t. 

to have followed with the baggage. An idea fo pre- '3l· 

pofterous, as well a5 falfe, would have been a fitter 
fubject for derifion than refutation, but that it was 
malicioully intended; not, I am confident, by the 
member who aiked the queftions, but by the perfons 
who impofed upon him, to effect by prejudice what 
they defpaired of effetting by facl:.-Not content with 
cavilling at our pretenfions of having fougbt hard, 
they would not allow the army even the claim upon 
the good-nature of the nation, of having fared hard 
for its fervice. 

I !hall however confider part of this ftory as fa far 
unconnected with the immediate bufinefs I was upon 
(purfuing the line of evidence upon the retreat to 
Saratoga) as to give it in the margin. It may well 
ftand by itfelf; and I venture to think th~t this one 
example of patience, fuffering, and fortitude, will be 
permitted to pafs without cenfure or obloquy"'. 

When the army was upon the point of moving after 

.. Lady Harriet Ackland had accompanied her hufuand to Ca
nada in the beginning of the year 1 i76. In the courfe of thot 
campai~ fhe had traverfed a vall [pace Gf country, in difter~nt 

tn: 
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th~halt defcribed, i received a meiTage from Lady 
Harriet, fubmitting to my decifion a propofal (and 
expreffmg an earnell: folicitude to exeCute it, if not 
interfering with my defigns) of pal1ing to the camp of 
the enemy, and requefting General Gates's permiHion 
to attend ·her hufband. 

ThOllah I was ready to believe (for I had experi. 
enced) that patience and fortitude, in a fuprenie de-

,'. gree 

extremItIes of feafon, and with difficulties that an European 
traveller will not eafily conceiye, to attend, in a poor hut at 
Chambl~t, upon hi& fick bed. 

In the opening of the campaign of '777 {he was reftraincd 
from offering herfelf to a fham of the fatigue and hazard ex
peCted before Ticonderoga, by the pofitive injunCtions of her 
hufuand. The day after the conquefl: of that place,· he was 
badly wounded, and fhe crolfed the Lake Champlain to join 
him. 

As foon as he recovereJ, Lauy Harriet proceeded to follow 
his fortunes through the camprrign, and at Fort Edward, or 
at the next camp, {he acquired a two-wheel tumbril, which had 
been coni1ruCted by the arrificers of the artillery, fomething fimi, 
lar to the carriage uled for the mail upon the great roads of 
England. Major Ackland commanded the Britifh grenadiers, 
which were attached to General Frafer's corps; and confequently 
were always the moll advanced poll of the army, Their fituatiolll 
were often fa alert, that no perfon fiept out of their cIoaths, 
In OlIe of thefe fituations a tent, in which the major and Lady 
Harriet were afieep, fuddenly took fire. An orderly ferjeanl Of 
grenadiers, with great hazard of fuffocation, dragged out the 
lidl: perf all he caught hold of. It proved to be'the major. It 
happened, that in the fame intlant Ihe had, unknqwing what 
/he did, and perhaps not perfeCtly awake, prO\'identially made 
her efcape, by creeping under the walls of the back part of 
the ten·t. The firtl objeCt .file faw, upon the recovery of her 
lenfes, was the major on the other fide, and in the fanie inllant 
again in the fire, in fearch of her. The ferjeant again faved 
him, but not without the major being very leverely burned in his 
face and different parts of the body. Every thing they hac! with 
them in the tent was confumed, . . 

This accident happened a little time before the army paffed the 
Hudfon's River, It neither altered the refolution nor the chear· 
fulnefs of Lady Harriet; and file continued her progrefs, a 
partaker of the fatIgues of the advanced corps. The next call 
upon her fortitude was of a different nature, and more diftrefs: 
ful, as of longer fu[penfe. On the march of the 19, the 

~enadferl 
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gr~e, wer~ to be found, as well as every other virtue, 
under the moft tender forms, r was aftonilhed at this 
propofal. After fo long an agitation of the fpirits, ex
haufted not only for want~f relt, but abfolutely want 
offood, (frenched In rains for twelve hours together, 
that a woman 1hould be capable at fuch an under
taking' as Qeliveri~g herfdf to the, enemy, probably iit 
the'night, and uncertain of what hands 1he mightfirft 
fall into, appeared' an effort above human nature; The 
affiftance I was enabled to give \vas ,Dnall indeed; I 
had not even a cup of wine to offer her; but I was 
told1he had found, from fome kind and fortu
nate hand, a little fum and dirty water, All I could 
furnilh to l~er was an open boa,t fwd .i few lines, written 

grenadiers being liable to aCtion at every fiep, {he had been di
reCted by the major to follow the route of the artillery and bag.' 
gage, ,which- was not expofed. At 'the tilne the atlion began 
fhe found het'ldf near a fmall uninhab#ed hut, where fhe alighted. 
When it was found the action was becoming general and bloody, 
the furgeons of the hoi pita I rook poffdlion of the fame place, a~ 
the molt convenient for the firlt care of 'the wounded. Thus 
was this lady in hearing of one continued fire of cannon and 
mufketry, for four hOtlrs'together" with the prefllmption, from 
the polt of her hlliband at the head or' the grenadiers, that he 
was in the' moil: expofed part of the aCtion, She had three 
female companions, the Baronefs of Reideid and the wives of 
two Britilh officers, Major Harnage and Lieutenant Reynell; 
but in the event their prefence ferved but little for comfort. 
Major Harnage was fOOll brought to the furgeons, very badly 
wounded; and a 'little time after came intelligence that Lieute
nant Reynell was fhot dead. Imagination will want no helps to 
figure the fiate of the whole groupe. 

From the date of that attion to the 7th of OCtober, Lady 
Harriet, with her ufual ferenity, !load pr~pared for new trials! 
and it was her lot that their feverity encreafed with their num
bers. She was again expofed to the hea'ring of the whole adion, 
and at lalt received the !hock of her individUal misfortune, mixed 
with the intelligence of the general calamity, the troops were 
defeated, and Major Ackland, defperately, wounded, was a pri. 
foner, ' 

The day of the 8th was patTed by Lady Harriet and her com
panions in commori anxiety, not a tent, nor a fIled being lland
ing, except what belonged to the Hofpital. their refuge wal 
among the wounded and the dying. 

upon 
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upon dirty wet paper, to General Gates, recommend. 
1n,5 her to his proteCl:ion. . . , . 

Mr. Brudenell, the chaplam to the artillery (thdame 
oentleman who had officiated fo fignally at G~neral Fra. 
fer's funeral) readily undertook to accompany her, and 
with one female fervant, and the major's valet.de-cham. 
bre (who hnd a ball which he had received in the late 
aCl:ion then in his !boulder) the rewed down the river 
to meet the enemy. But her diftreifes were not yet to 
end. The niaht was advanced before the boat reached 
the enemy's O~lt-pOftS, and the ccntinel would not let it 
pafs, nor even come on !bore. In vain Mr. Brudenell 
offered the flag of truce, and reprefented the flate of 
the extraordinary paifenger. The guard, apprehenfivc 
of treachery, and punCl:ilious to their orders, threatened 
to fire into the boat if it ftirred before day-light. Her 
anxiety and fuffering were thus protracted through feven 
or eight dark and cold hours; and her reflectioris upon 
that firft reception could not give her very encouraging 
ideas of the treatment !be was afterwards to expea:; 
But it is due to jull:ice at the clofe of this adventure to 
fay, that !be was received and accommodated by Ge. 
neral Gates with all the humanity and refpeCl: that het 
rank, her merits and her fortunes deferved. 

Let fuch as are affected by thefe circumll:ances of 
alarm, hardlhip and danger, recollect, that the fubjetli· 
of them was a woman ;' of the moft tender and delicate 
frame; of the gentleft manners; habituated to all the 
foft elegancies, and refined enjoyments, that attend high 
birth and fortune; and far advanced in a ftate in which 
the tender cares, always due to the fex, become indif
penfibly neceifary. Her mind alone was formt!d for 
fuch trials. 

Arrival of I now return to the army, which arrived in the night·· 
!~~:::':!g:~ at Saratoga, in fl1ch ftate of fatigue, that the men for' 
i:ord Har- the moll: part had not ftrength or inclination to cut wood 
~~.g;:c~· and make fires, but rather fought fleep in their wet. 

cloa~hs upon th~ wet ground, under the continuing rain,' . 
and It w~s not till after day.hght that the artillery and 

;.~; :;.l~~: the laft of the troops paft the Fifh-Kill, and took a Fa
tlOD 
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upon the heights and in theredoubts formerly conftrucred' 

The interval between taking that pofition, and the Int'lTa! :.e
I conclufion of the treaty, is the {olemn crifis in which :~J:~I ~~. 

I confider myfelf as peculiarly accountable to my coun- Smtoga. 

A d . f II h' ft . . db' and fign,"; 
I try. n I !l t e circum ances mentlone 'y me, III tho conven-

my own vindication, in my Letters, or my Narrative, tion. 
are not eftablilhcd, and many of them ftrengthened by 
pofitive proof; if every furmife of a furrender on my 
part, while there was a pollibility of avoiding it by 
fight, by manoeuvre, or by retreat, is not done away; 
if even in the laft extremity, it does not appear I was 
ready and forward to prefer death to diihonour; if 
the evidence I have adduced is not clear, diftincr, and 
direct to thefe points, the public odium, piercingly as 
it affects a fenfible breaft, would be far ihort of the 
puniihment I defervc_ 

I cannot but confider it as one encouragement under 
this appeal, and it is no fmall one, that though very 
few parts of my preceding conduct have efcaped the 
fcrutiny of crofs-examination, not a material tranfacrion 
of this crifis has been controverted or glanced at, I beg 
leave to recapitulate the tranfaCtions upon which I rely. 

It is proved by the evidence of the Earl of Har- I:ord Har. 

rington and Colonel Kingfton, that the enemy was :;,"~~~n, ,4 

pofted on the eaft fide the river to guard the ford. Lieu!. Col. 
It is further proved by the evidence of Lieut. Col. ~i.n~~~n:hc 

Kingfton, that in concert with·the general officers, it plan. L.i.ut. 
d . d . h h h ft fid Col. Kmg-was etermllle to try a DIg t marc on t e ea I etlon,9,.9" 

the river, abandoning the baggage; and that the at-
tempt was prevented by the impoffibility attending the 
delivery of neceffiuy provifion. The fame witnefs 
goes on to ihew, that the next day it was evident, 
that had the delivery been poffible, the am:mpt would 
frill ha\'e failed, for we then receiwd intelligence of 
the enemy being previouily in pofieilion, in force, of Lieu'. Col. 
the country on both fides the river between us and ~1.n~Z:;s. 
Fort Edward.-

• It ~\'as alCo in contemplation to force a way back to Albany, had 
the enemy in tbe difiributioD of their pofts weakened their right, fo 
'" to have made the dran poffible. See Lord HarringlOll's evidel1ce. 

While 
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"Vhile the army was lying day and night upon their 

arms, " in anxiom hope of fuccou·r from our friends 
.. or as the next defirable expeCtation, an attack fro~ 
" the enemy,"'" I cannbt omit obferving from the 

Lieut. Col. fame evidence (that of Colonel Kingfton) how near 
Kingfion., the la1l: eXI)eCtation was beinbO' accomplifhed. It would 
88, g9, 90. 

be improper to pronounce pofitively \vhat would have 
been theiifue: but I requeft the attention of my mili. 

S.e the tary readers to the plan of the ground, as an argument 
~;;: No. of the probability of fuccefs. The difpofltioll of the 

enemy being to pafs the Fiih-Kill in different column!, 
and to make their great effort upon the plain, they mull 
have· formed under the fire of a\l our park artillery; 
within reach of grape iliot, a crofs fire from the artil· 
lery and muJketry of the entrenched corps upon the 
hill, and the mulketry of the 20th regiment, which 
W:lS at eafy diHance to be fupported by the Germans, 
in front; added to this would have been the ad. 
vantage, which though always wiihed for we never 
had attained, of a charge upon an open plain. I am 
perfuaded the general judgement will go with me when 
I Ia"ment the accident that prevented the enemy's defigh I 

(when fo far advanced in it, as aCtually to havepaffed 
the river with one column) as one of the moa adverle 
{hokes of fortune in the whole campaign. ' 

I:o,d Hag'. The Hate of things after this diiappointment is given 
"ngton, 4, b I E' I f H . I d fli 8st 86. Y De o.r 0 arnngtoll:" t was as ba as po I· 

J,.ord Bf,l- "ble; tile numbers of the army were few, their pro. 
ca"", rom 'fi ili h . . . 
60 to th~ "VI 10'ns orr, t elr pofitlOn not a good one, OWlDg 

~~~b~.'J;. " to the nature of the country." This flate is corrobo
\0 '9· Lord r:Ited by the evidence of the Earl of Balcarras and 
:~~cmas, Major Forbes, with the additional circumftance, that 

there was not a fpot to b<! found in the whole polition 
which was not expokd to cannon or rifle iliot. . 

The minutes of the fira council of war prove the 
unanimity of opinion for opening the treaty; and it 
is proved by the evidence 'Of Colonel Kingflon, that 
the force of the enemy was aCtually greater, and their 

". Letter from Albany tit the Secretary of State. . 
pofitlon 
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pofition (honger, than the intelligence I had received 
and laid before the council of war reprefented them. 

It is proved by the fuJle!l: evidence, that the terms M,j.Forbe., 
firlt prop<:>fed by the enemy were inltantly and unani- t"~BJ,i:.r_ 
mouOy rejeCted by the council of war as diihonourable. as, 65 to 73. 

The fame unanimity in approving the terms I pro. 
pofed and obtained, is equally inconteftibly eftabifued. 

And laftly, two papers are produced, and authen-
ticated beyond a poffibility of cavil, the one General Ap,endi., 

Gates's return figned by himfelf., fuewing the effeCtive A
NO. X'(I. 

ppen"ur 
ftrength prefent of the rebel army; the other, the mi- No. xviI. 
nutes of the laft cOLlncil of war, ihewing, thlt even fup-
portt:d as I was by the unanimity of the former councils, 
in opening and conduCting the treaty, I was repu2;nant gee .1'0 

to the figning of it, upon a night hope entertained-of a~~;~,~,.t;OI 
remote relief-(a hope arifing from fame intelligence: 131, J3>, 

-received in the night of Sir Henry Clinton's moving up 
the North River) and gave my voice againft a majority 
.accordingly; that I at laft thought myfelf compelled to 
yield to the majority upon" the uncertainty ot~ the in-
" telligence, and the improbability of General Clinton's 
., motions being effeCtual if true; upon the doubts en-
U tertained of fome part of the troops, if the n<"golia-
" tion of the treaty ceaied, and of a greater part for 
" want of bodily ftrength, if defperate enterprize5 were 
" to be afterwards undertaken; and lai1:ly, upon the 
" refleCtion that a mifcarriage of fuch enterprizt:s muft 
" be fatal to the whole army, and that even a viCl:ory 
" could not fave it." 

To this mars of evidence, appofite and direCt to every 
faB: e£fential to my juftification, I beg leave to add the 
opinion of the army, that the terms obtained were bet- Lord 8,1. 

ter than the fituation of things gave us a right to expeCt. L:;~sHar. 
For a proof that fueh was their opinion, 1 refer to the nngton. 

teftimony of Lord BaIcarras. 
A fair judgment upon recent events is hardly to beRefteaion. 

expeeted. efpecially while many prejudices are alive. upon t~.e Jl 

It will be allowed me to a(fume, what no one has ever con •• n 10 • 

ventured to deny, that there may be a combination of 
circumltances under which an army may be ju!l:ifit:d in 

N treatin~ 
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treating with an enemy. That the army under my com· 
mand was under Cuch circumftances at Saratoga is alfa 
generally acknowledged: but what is not deniqd,to me 
from my own lituation, is attempted to be witi)held, ~y 
fome, on account of the quality of the enemy. They 
fugaeft that there fhould be no treaty with rt:bels. It is 
unn";:celfary in anCwer to have recourfe to hiftory. I 
will not take defence from treaties between Spain, the 
haughtieft power of the world, and t,he arch-rebel the 
great Prince of Orange; nor between Char-les the Fidt 

. and the arch· rebels the Englilh Padiament (oor ruch in 
both in1l:ances they were called; I need onl)! refer to the 
examples exifting at that time in America, anti fillCc 
much improved on at home. My Cuperwr ofikel) in 
America, with the approbation of governll)Mt, had 
treated upon different occafions with GeneraL WaflUnW' 
ton. The l:!ritith government in its higheft collecoyc 
authority, the King in Parliament, has fince. commij:. 
fioned five members of that Parliament, the one a.pecr, 
the others of eminent ftationin military and civil capa· 
cities, to treat with rebels, I had almoft Caid to fUI to 
rebels for peace, by the furrender of almoft: every prin. 
ciple for the maintenance of which they had profecuted 
the war. 

Thus highly juftified in treating with rebels, I am at 
~ lofs to difcover by. what pomble mode of defence I 
could have acquitted myftlf to God or' my country, when 
the brave and intelligentofflcers of my army unanimouOy 
reColved, upon military principle, precedent and real on, 
that tbe treaty was expedient, and the terms honour. 
able, if I had delivered them up to certain deftruaion, 
or even to be prifoners at dilcretion. 

If the informed and diCpaffionate part of mankind 
fhould agree in fentiment with the unanimous voice of 
~he army, .upon the convention of Saratoga, Curely. to 
~lI?pu~e to It the finalloCs of the army is too palpable an 
~nJ~fhce long to remain upon the minds of the moftpre
J udlced. _ ~ he convention exprefsly preferved the army 
for the 1erVlce of the fiate. According to that conv~H' 

tlOD 
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tion a truce was made during the war, between that 
army and the enemy, in America, and it now might 
hav~ been acting againll: the Houfe of Bourbon in any 
other part of the world. The army was loll: by the non
compliance with the treaty on the part of the Congrefs ; 
and that violation of faith no man will ever be found to 
jullify. 

I will not decide how far it was encouraged in Ame
rica, by the perfualion that the minifiry of Britain had 
neither power nor fpirit to red refs the wrong; and that 
they had funk the nation fo low, in point of refpett, 
that the world would overlook, where fhe was concern
ed, an action that would have excited, in any other 
cafe, univerfal cenfure :;.nd indignation. BlIt whatever 
motives the Congrefs may have had, the tamenefs and 
filence with which the Britifh minifiers have borne this 
outrage, is aftonifhing. That men fo conll:ant and fo 
prodigal in their anger againll: the Congrefs, as never 
before to have failed in expreffing it, even in cafes where 
it bordered upon being ridiculolls, ihould on a fudden 
become cold and mute, and dead to feeling, in a cafe 
were refentment was juftly founded, can hardly be ac
counted for, except upon the principle that It was bettrr 
to fupprefs the jull:eft cenfure upon a power they deteft
ed, than that even a particle of unmerited odium fhould 
be wanting to load the man whom they were refolved to 
deprefs. 

CON-
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I AM not aware that in the preceding Review of 
Evidence I have negleB:ed any part effeotial to my 

defence. I do not reckon as fuch, that part which 
applies to the management of the public purfe. The 
calumny deligned to wound me upon that head was too 
gro(s to fueceed: it perilhed in its birth, and feorn is 
the only fentirnent excited by the remembrance of its mo· 
mentary exinence. In regard to the more plauliblc 
objeB:ions poi:wd again£l my conduB:, I have not only 
endeavoured to meet them in the crofs-examination, 
but fiave fearched for them in every place where I 
cOlJld fuppofe them to originate or be entertained. If 
fame- havt' efcaped, I fhall £land excufed, when it is reo 
colkB:ed how they have grown and changed from one 
{hape to another, and that it has never been my for. 
tune to be confronted with an avowed and regular 
accufer-l defpair of ever being fo: but 1 defire it 
to be l1nJerit00d, that although I am earnc:£l. in this 
mode of defence, I am fo far from declining another, 
that I fhaH think it one very happy circurnllance of 
the pall: enquiry, if any thing contained in it fhould 
have effeB: hereafter to produce an enquiry by court
martial. 

It wOuld not be an ungrateful talk to follow the defence 
of the cam;:aign wit!' a detail of the occurr, nces which 
happened bet.ween the time of ligning the convention 
and my leavlOg America. Many of them would be 
fuund curious; and, the cares and pnplexities in which 
I bore a principal and moll: painful part, would create a 
new intercit in the mind~ of my friends: but I do not 
think myfdf at Ii bc:ny , upon the plan I laid down at 
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my outfe't, to enter into matter where no blame is im
futed or implied. If my proceedings during that inter
val deferve any credit, l am content with that te!1:imony 
of it, which I may alfume from the filence of my 
enemies. 

I have not the fame reafons for pailing over the 
tranfaetions in which I have been engaged {inee my 
return to England, becaufe blame, and of a very atro
cious nature, has been imputed to me. But as the 
principal of thefe tranfaetions are already before thl: 
public, I fhall mention them very briefly; and merely 
to introduce conneetedly fuch further thoughts upon 
them as could not with propriety be ftated upon any for
mer occalion. 

Immediately after my arrival, a board of general 
officers was appointed to enquire into the caufes of the 
failure of the expedition from Canada. This enquiry 
was made the foundation of an order againft my appear
ing at court. 

The board reported, that they couLl not take cogni
zance of me being under parole-the prohibition from 
the King's prefence nevtrthtlefs ftill remained in force. 

I had recourfe to parliament for enquiry; and open
ly, and repeatedly, and ftrenuoufly called upon the mi
ni!1:ers to join ilfue with me before that tribunal. Ob
jeetion was taken again!1: immediate enquiry, becaufe 
Generals Sir Guv Carleton and Sir William Howe who 
might be parties were abfent; bue it was evidently the 
difpofition of the haufe, that an enquiry fhou'ld be inlli
tuted the enfuing feffion. 

I pledged myldf zealouOy to profecute that meafure ; 
J accllfed minifters of injurious treatmt'nt towards my
felf; and it became my duty, upon occafions with 
which my own affairs had no conneetion, (Q exprefs 
dc::eper refentmc::nts of their conduct fowards the public. 

I n this fiate of things parlillment was prorogued on 
th~ 3d of June. On the 5th of June, I rtct'ivt'd the firft 
order to repair to Hofton 3S foon as I had tric::d the Hath 
wau:rs. '1 he order and my anfwer, rtprdenting the 
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hardfhip of being fent back unheard, and the fecolJ4 
conditional order, with entire flight of my reprefen~p.. 
tions, are too well known to require repetition: but 
there are two circllmftances attending the dates of thef~ 
orders with which [ was not acquainted till long after, 
and which have never yet been taken notice of. 

The one is, that at the very time I was told that my 
prefence was material, and (as the fecond letter from 
the fecretary at war expreITed) of fo much importtUlce tp 
the troops detained prifoners in New England, that it mult 
not be difpenfed with-,..-at tbat very time, it was deter. 
mined to ratify the convention, according to the requi. 
fition of the Congrefs ; and to tranfmit the ratification 
through other hands, and without any participation with 
me, or employment of me, in carrying it to a can
dufion. It was very pollible. the troops might have 
been failed for England before I had reached America, 
had I even complied as early as the condition of either 
order could poffibly be conftrued to prefcribe. But at 
all events, the circllmftance could not but ierve to mark 
to me the true intent and meaning of the order beyond a 
pollibility of miltake-that it was an order of vinditlive 
puniJhment; and my prefc::nce with the troops, if [ 
reached America in time, was material and important to 
mark to them the degree of difgrace to which I was reo 
duced. The terms are a mockery, and an inful( upon 
common fenfe, if applied, in the fituation in which I 
was placed, to the fervice of the King, or the confol3-
tion of the troops. Such a difplay of vengeance might 
indeed be intended to apply to their prudence, and to 
act as a caution and warDIng how at their returll they 
fhould fupport a Gener~l \l/lder the extremity of the 
King's dilpleafure ". 

The 

_ • In t~mes whe~ th~ maintenance of ~he confiit!ltion in its pur.ity 
IS the ruling pr.lPclple of an adminilh;ltion, th.e King's name is 18-

troduced b~ effiee only to ~enote an aCt of I~e executive part oftbB 
t\a~e. In urnes when an adminiliralio/l mean to rille by the influence 
pf mon\lrchy, ~he language of p/lj~e ip tp ~0!1P~~ the royal per~~ . . . . w, ... 
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The other circumftance attending thefe dates is not 

Iefs remarkable, viz. 
The determination of changing the nature of the war 

as afterwards declared by the commillioners in America: 
muft have been taken at· this time. 

I am very much difinc1ined to believe, that the con
fideration of my perfon as a proper viCl:im upon that 
occafion was ever regularly and formally debated in the 
cabinet; but I cannot think it uncharitable to the indi
vidual advifer of the Crown, whoever he was, who 
could projeCl: fuch an order, to fuppofe, that if upon 
the firft exercife of tl:e extremes of war on the one fide, 
and in the ardour of retaliation on the other, it had fo 
happened, that an objeCl: fo well to be Cpared as an ob
noxious and diCgraced Lieutenant General, had oppor
tunely prefented itfelf to the enemy's rigollr, and had 
been detained in their prifons, the order for the voyage 
would not have been thought, by that individual, quite 
thrown away. Detention, with or without the troops, 
of a troublefome and bold complainant, could not be 
immaterial or unimportant to fueh a perfon, and the 
order was of an import 

" ~ To make alfurance double fure
" And take a bond of fate-
" That he might tdl pale-hearted Fear it lied. 

The living prefence of an injured man is, perhaps, 
more offenfive and infupportable to the fight of a mean 
injurer, than the CpeCl:re of him would be after death. 

But to return to the faCl:s I was recapitulating. 
I remained under the conditional order in England. 
The enfuing fellion, tbe parliamentary enquiry now 

Jaid before the public took place. It ended, as has been 
flated, in July, 1779. 

with the aa, and to give him attributes of paffion 2nd difpleafure, 
from whieh in his political eh.ratter he is held exempt. I difclaim 
language and ideas fo unconlhtutional and difrepeClful, and never 
mean to allude to my Sovereign perfonally, but in aas of jultiee and 
mercy. 
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In September, I recei\fed a fevere reprimand, a denial 

of a COlift martial, and a prohibition of lerving my coun
try in its exigence, though other officers precifely in my 
fituation were employed-I reftgned. 

The blame laid upon me for the part I took in thefe 
tranfaCtions is, that intemperately and faeriouOy I en
gaged in oppofition; that I was guilty of difobedience 
to the King's orders; and it has been added in a late 
publication, that even my defence of my conduct is a 
libel upon the King's government. 

J think J have perceived, that the BrIt part of thefe 
charges. a rafh engagement in oppofition, is not com· 
bated by fame who wifh me well fa ftrenuouOy as other 
imputations have been. It may pollibly have appeared 
to friendly and prudential obfen'ers, as a palliating plea 
for a reftitution to favour upon fame future occafion, 
to have to fay, that I had aeted upon the fudden im
pulfe of pallion; and the f{'que! might be, that I had 
repented, and would offend no more. 
. Without doubting the kindnefs which fuggefts thefe 
excufes, 1 have been impelled by principles too forcible, 
and have t2ken my part too decidedly, to look for a 
refource In thofe or any other lubterfuges. It would be 
inconfifl:ent and difhonourable in me to withhold a pub. 
lic declaration upon this occalion, in addition to thofe 
I have made upon others, that I engaged in refifiance 
to the meafures of the court upon mature reflection; 
that after colleering in my mind all the lights upon men 
and things which my experience and obftrvation could 
furnifh, I believed that the conftitution of Enohnd was 
betrayed: .and neithrr blaming or fufpeCl:ing ~ny men 
who conce~ved different opinions, and atled upon them, 
I t~ought It a point of time in which a man believing as 
I did was ~allecl upon to facrificeto his country. The 
teft of this motive, it is true, muft reft between God 
and my confcit"nce: but let it not be fuppoled that I 
aCted blindly-the path of Interdt, a broad and beaten 
track, Jay clearly before me trom the time I arrived in 
}.<:nglul)d. Supple joints; and ,In <l,~entive eyr. alwa}s 
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giving way to power, on one fide. and fometimes pulh
ing my friends into the dirt on the other, would have 
carried me fafely through. I even believe, that the ad. 
vifer of the letters I lately alluded to would rather have 
feen me in that track, than in the other which he pre
fcribed for me acrofs the Atlantic. 

As little would I be fuppofed to want difcernment of 
the path I took: for the barefaced preferences, rewards 
and punilhments held forth for parliamentary condua, 
were among the moll glaring pam of the fyllem I had 
contemplated. And it was impoffible to doubt, that as 
a delinquent there, I (hould be preffed both by art and 
vengeance to the end the enemies I had provoked fore
faw-the lofs of my profeffion and the impoverifhment 
of my fortune. I tmll it will be an innocent revenge 
on my part, to Ihew them I can bear my condition firm
ly; and that I am incapable of redeeming what I have lo(t, 
were it ever in my option, by the difavowal of a fingle 
principle I have profeffed. 

I come now to the fecond charge, difobedience of 
orders; and in a point that fo nearly touches the very 
effence IJ)f military charaaer, I trull I fhall not trefpafs 
upon the patience of the reader, if I treat it a little more 
at large than I have done in my correfpondence with the 
fecrerary at war. 

J admit that fubordination and implicit obedience. as 
applied to the operation of arms, are primary principles 
in the military fyllem. An army is a mere name with. 
om them. The officer who heGtates to meet certain 
death upon command, deferves to receive, it from the 
hand of the executioner. 

But there are pomble exceptions to thefe general prin
cipl,"s, efpecially 0lI.l1 of the field, in the moll abfolute 
fervices; and in the Britifh fervice they are known and 
marked. and co-exillent with the milicary ellablilhment 
icfelr~ in the mutiny aEt, which confines obedience to 
lr:gal commancls. An army mull: again be garbled hke 
the army ot Cromwell (whIch God avert!) before an 
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order -could be executed, like that ·o{ Cromwell, for 
garblilllg the parliament. . . 

A bigh fpirit .will contra~ ~he lr~llIts ~f obedience: 
ftill more; w~th illegal. he will feJetl: dl1honaurilblc 
commwds; and he wil'l follow the re.alOning I have al. 
ready premiftd, and ftate ·it as a maxim thus; he wh~ 
l16eys at tbe expence of fortune, comfort, health and lift, is 
IZ foldier; he whg obeys Ilt the expeme oj hlJ'fJour is a 
j1.a'fJe. 

But I may be alked by fome difciplinarians, who is 
to be {he juJge in thefe nice definitions of obedience? 
It is uncommon military doCtrine, I may be told, to 
l<::.i10:1 upon the King's orders-I confers it is fo. Since 
tbe reign of J.lmes the Second, in the Briti1h fervice it 
Dever has been neceffary. We have been ufed in this 
:tgr:, to· fee the K:Ag'S name give wings aRd infpiration 
.ro duty. Difcipline, in this country, has been raifed 
upon perfonal honour-a firmer bafls than fear or fer
vility ever furnilhed: and the minifter who firft: fhakea 
that happy confidence; who turns military command to 
political craft; who dares to ufe his gracious Sovereign" 
Dame as an engine of fiate, to glut his own anger, or 
to remove his o~n fears, he is amongll: the worll: ene
mies to that Sovereign_ But fhould his purpofes g9 
further (a confideration of far greater magnitude to the 
public) and {hould it be feen that the royal name was 
brollght forth for the difcipline of parliament, the minifrer 
ioufing it would be not only an enemy to his Sovereign, 
but a traitor to the conftitution of the ftate. 

r will c10fe the defence of my principles refpeCling 
military fubord:nation by reference to an anecdote well 
.authenticated and not very remote. 

An olncer in a neighbOuring nation, for (ome error 
I:e had committed in a day of battle, received a blow 
from his prince who commanded in perfon. The offi
cer drew a pillol, and his lirft movement was to point 
:t at his malter; but the next (and it was inltanta
neous} was to turn the muzzle, and difcharge the ball 
i.-no his own heart. Though my cafe differs both in the 
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provocation and the confequence, in many circumftances 
my conduct may juftly be fupported upon the fame 
principle. I receive an affront that a liberal fpiric c-an
not endure; and in a name, againft which no perfonal 
refentment can be purfued, nor indeed entertained: but 
a fuicide of my profeffional exiftence (if I may be allowed 
the phrafe) is prtferable to the fiate in which the af
front placed mc. In one inftance only I renounce the 
paralkl.-God torbid I fhoud be thought, even in a 
burft of paffion, to have pointed at my Sovereign! It 
was not from his hand I received the blow. 

I fhall folicit the reader's attention very little further: 
but I feel the neceffity of repeating my application to 
the candour of the public, both as a writer and an ap
pellant. Defence, and imputation of blame to others, 
are naturally interwoven in my caufe: it required a 
mere difl:inct conception, and an abler hand than mine, 
to keep them always apart, and open to feparate view. 
In fome parts my defence may be weakened by this de
ficiency of [kill; but I have no right to offer the fame 
excufe for fuifering any blame to reft upon others be
yond what I thought myfelfjuftified to foJpporr. 

Upon this principle, I think it juft, at taking leave 
of the fecretary of ftate for the A merican department, 
briefly to enumerate the only facts and propollrions re
fpet1ing the plan of the expedition from Canada, that I 
think clearly maintainable againtt him. 

Firft faCt. It is clear that the plan of a junction of 
the greater paFt of the forces in:Canada with the army of 
Sir William Howe, was formed in the year 1776, when 
Sir William Howe was in full fuccefs; when his whole 
force was in the neighbourhood of New York, or in the 
Jerfies, and Mr. Wafhington was beaten, and at the" 
weakeft. 

Second fact. This plan of a junCtion was continued 
(ann uponjufi: reafoning) in the c10fe of the year 17i6, 
when Sir William Howc:'s firll: propofal of operarions for 
the enfuing campaign arrived. Thofe propofals were 
made ~lpO~ the datum of a number of troops, [ullici' 
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ent to furnilh, befid~s the main army, :10 o!fen/i;c army 
of 10,000 men, rank and file. to aB:on the fide of 
Rhode Wand, by taking polrc:lIion of Providence, and 
penetrating from thence into the country towards Bof. 
ton; and another offenjive army, not lefs than 10,000, 

to move up the North R.iver ro Albany', exclufive of 
co':;o for the def, nce of N" ew York. 
~ In either of the above c1fes, the pian of junction 
could hardly have failed offl1ccefs. 

Third fact. On the 23d of February, Sir William 
Howe's alteration of the firlt plan was received, and 
he then pro;lo(ed to act with the greater part of his 
force on the fide of Philadelph:a. at the opening of the 
campaign, and co enable him fo to do, to defer the of
fmjiw plalT from Rhode Tjland till the rein/uuements jholllt/ 
arrive, and tll .It"ltine only 3000 men to act dejenji'1Jef) 
\Ipon the lower part of the HlIdron's River. 

Fourth faEL On the 3d of March, the fecretary of 
fiate fignifi:d his Majdly's emire approbation of this 
deviation from tiJe plan nrfl: fugge[led. 

From thefe facts arifes my firtl propofition, that at 
the time the ch:mge of plan for Sir William Howe's 
cperatior.s was adopted, by which no off>nfive force 
was to remain up ,n the HUGfon's River, nor a diverfic}fl 
probably to take place frum Rhode iOand, the plan of 
my operations, the fuccefs of which would propably 
d::pend in a great degree upon co-operation and di. 
W'rfion, ought to have been changed lils.ewife: inftead 
of that, It was enforced and made: politive by the reo 
fllfal of the latitude I had propofed of aCting upon 
the Connetlicur, or, in cafe of exigency, embarking the 
troops and effeCting the junC! ion by fea. 

fIfth fad. On the 19th of March, a letter fronl Sir 
-William Howe, by the (eernary of fta:e, acquainting 
him, that a brigade of Britifh and fome companies of 
grenadias and light infantry had been withdrawn from 
Hhode Inand, which made, the force left there merely 
defenfive. The fame lener'rnentions the profpeCl:s the 
enemy had of bringing 50,0;)0 men into ,he fidd. 

Sixth 
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Sixth faCt:. I did not leave England till the begin

ning of April, by which time rhe fecretary of aale n)utt 
have known. or ought to have known, that no de
pendance could be placed upon reinforcements from 
E~gland arriving at New York in time for Sir William 
Howe to refume the intention he had defr-rred, viz. a 
diverlion from Rhode Wand, or of making the force 
llpon Hudfon's River adequare to oifenlive o?er:Hio~. 

Hence arifes my [econd propofition, that the latitude 
I had propofed, or other expedients of precaution, ought 
then at lea{l to have been adopted: jnfieaci of which, I 
was fuffered to lail, ignorant of Sir Willio\ll Howe's 
plans, and ignorant of the defalcation or the del'aysin 
the reinforcements de!l:ined for him. Tt:e"confi:quence 
was, that neither his letter to Sir Guy Carleton, PLIC 

into my hands afrer my arrival in Canada, nor his let
ter to me of the 17th of J line, informing me of hi, def
tination for Pennfylvania, removed my expeftarion ()f 
co·operation, becaufe I was to [uppofe, that fubtequenc 
to the dates of either of tho[e letters, he would receive 
orders from the fecretary of {la'e retpeEting rhe junc
tion, and alfo a timely reinforcement. 

Seventh faft:. The fecrerary ("If [tate makes no ml'n
tion of the northern expedition in any of his diij)arches 
to Sir William Howe at the end of March, Vvht'n my 
orders were fixed, nor in the month of April. And it 
is a further faCt:, that I am perfuaded will not be CO-I

celled, that he did not mention any orders or recI rn· 
rnendJtions relative to co-operation verbally to Sir Wil
liam Howe's aid-de· camp, or' any other confidentiJI 
perfon who failed about that time. 
. The fidl: mention made of the neceffity of co-opera
tion was in the lecretary of flaie's letter of the 18th of 
May, wherein his Lordlhip ". 'I'rujfs that whatever I.," 
I Sir Wilham Howe] may medit.1te, jt will be exec:tted in 
time to co-operate with the army crde.'·cd to pr.;;-;':.i from 
Canada." . 

The oropolitio:l clearly jullified 'by thef: (aft' is. that 
if the fecr~tary of fiare had thought proper to !i;~lfy 
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the King's expectation of a co-operation to be made in 
my favour in the month of March or beginning of 
April, as in conli!l:ency he ought to have done, it would 
have arrived before Sir William Howe embarked his 
army, and in time for him to have made a new difpo. 
fition: but inft€ad of that, this very material injunction 
was not difpatched till it was almoft phylicaJly ilTlpof~ 
fible it fhould have any effect. And fa indeed it hap
pened, for Sir William Howe received it on the 16th 
of Auguft, at a di!l:ance from HuMan's River too greal 
for any detachment from his own army to be made in 
time, could it even have been fpared; and the reinforce. 
ment from England, upon which Sir William Howe 
depended to ftrengthen Sir Henry Clinton, was much 
later fiill-too late (as it has been /hewn) to enable that 
general with all his aCtivity and zeal to give any effec
tual fupport. 

Indeed the conduCt of the fecretary of ftate, 10 m
ferting this paragraph, in his letter of the 18th of May, 
when it could not avail, after omitting it when certainly 
it would have been timely, feems fo prepofterous, that 
it can only be explained by one faCl:. It tranfpired about 
that time, that Sir William Howe's army was deftined 
for Pennfylvania, and peaRle who had confidered the 
force of the enemy to be colleCl:ed from the nonhern 
provinces began to be alarmed for my army. It is well 
known (though I cannot afcertain the date) that an 
officer of very great ability, and a perfeCl: knowledge in 
the country through which I was to pars, as foon as he 
heard that no difpofition was made for a fupport from 
New York, foretold to the fecretary of fiate, or his near 
friends, the fall of my army. Under this apprehenlion 
it might appear to the fecretary of ftate a proper cau
tion, that an expc:Clation of co-operation lhould exift 
under his hand. 

If plans fo inconfiftently formed, and managed by the 
fecretary of ftate with fo much feeming confidence, as 
to miflead his generals, and fo much real referve as to 
deft roy them, /hould be defended by that infatuated be-

lief 
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lief then entertained of the inahility of the enemy to re~ 
fiil, I lliould beg leave to frate, as one propofition 
more, that after the experience of their actions at 
Trenton, and many other places. and the intelligence of 
their new levies received from Sir William Howe, fuch 
confidence was an additional fault. and perhaps a more 
pernicious one than any I have tlated. 

Thus much for the noble Lord in his public capacity_ 
What {hare of the perfecution I have full:ained (more 
than I have directly expreffed in different pans of my 
defence) are imputable to his private councils, is not 
within my knowledge: but if in fpeaking of my perfe
cutors in general, I may be thought fometimes to have 
ufed frrong terms, I have only to fay, that having ad. 
vanced no fact which I am not able a!":d refolved to 
maintain, I have not fdt myfelf called upon, in apply
ing thofe fatl:s for any further attention, than to prefer've 
the language of a gentleman, which is an attention due 
to myfelf as well as to the public. It is open and manly 
enmity alone that unites refpect with refentment. 

I willi I could as eafily apologife for aU the other 
faults with which this undertaking abounds as a com
polition. At a time when fo many pens are employed, 
J mull: not expect to be fpared. J fhall treat with filen~ 
relpect any comments that are fairly founded and de
livered with liberality; and with contempt, equally 
filent, the common inveCtives of the political preIs. 
This appeal is not to rell: upon. literary criticJfm, or 
party difputation, but upon the bro::.d equity of my 
country. 1 know that prejudice and malice will vanilh 
before the man who dares to fubmit his aCtions to 
that tell-If acquitted tbere, I fet! I am not degr~d. 
ed; and I have not a fenfation within my breaft 
which does not at the Came time alfure me, I cannot 
be unhappy. 

J. BUR GOY N E. 

Ig( 
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APPENDIX. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to No. I. 
Lord George Germain, dated Hertford-Street, 1ft 
January, 1777. 

My LORD, 

M Y phyfician has pre1l"ed me to, go to Bath for a 
fhort time, and I find it requilite to my health and 
[pirics to follow his advice; but I think it a previous 
duty to affure your Lordfhip, that, fhould my atten
dance in town become neceffary, relatively to informa
tion upon the affairs of Canada, I fhall be ready to o
bey your fummons upon one day's notice. -

Your Lordfhip being out of town, I fubmitted the 
above intentions, a few days ago, perfonally to his 
MajeLly in his clofet; and I added, " That, as the 
arrangements for the next campaign might poffibly 
come under his royal contemplation befote my return, 
I humbly laid myfelf at his MajeLly's feet for fuch ac
tive employment as he might think me worthy of." 

This was the fubLlance of my audience on my patt.' 
I undertook it, and I now report it to your Lordfhip. 
in the hope of your patronage in this purfuit; a hope, 
my Lord, fonnded not only upon a juLl fenfe of the 
honour your Lordfhip's friendfhip muftreflect upon me, 
but alfo upon a feeling that I deferve it, in as much as 
a folid refpect and fincere perf anal attachment can con
ftitute fuch a claim. 

I leave in the hands of Mr. D'Oyley fuch of the 
memorandums confided to me by General Carleton as 
require difpatch, fuould your Lordlhip think proper 
(0 carry them into execution . 

.d I alf\? 
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I alfo leave in that gentleman's hands the copy of an 
application relative to boa~s for the artiIIery,.and which 
I take the liberty to fubmlt to your LordLhlp as well 
worthy of confideration; upon the fuppofition that the 
enemy thould arm upon Lake George, and that any 
operation thould be advi.f:able. by that r.oute. \ 

I likewife leave the dtfpofitlOn of winter quarters, 
which I received by the bft thip from Canada. I find 
no difpatch is corne to your Lordfilip by that occafion, 
and I conceived thofe papers might be of ufe. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, &c. 

J. Bu R GOYNE. 

Extra.'1 of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir 
No. II. Guy Carleton, daled Whitehall, 22d Auguft,J776• 

THE rapid fuccefs of his Majefty's arms, in dri· 
ving the rebels out of Canada, does great honour to 
your conduCt; and I hope foon to hear that you have 
been able to purfue them acrofs the lakes; lind to pof· 
fefs thofe pofts upon the frontiers which may effeCtually 
[ecure your province from any future infult. 

His Majefty, in appointing you commander in chief 
of his forces in Canada, was pleafed to extend your 
commiffion to the frontiers of his provinces bordering 
thereupon, wifely forefeeing that it might be neceJl'ary 
for the completing your plan of operations that you 
fhould march your army beyond the limits' of yOllr 
own government. I (ruft, before this letter reaches 
you; that you will, by your fpirit and aCtivity, have 
cleared the frontiers of Canada of all the rebel forcos" 
and will have taken the proper meafures for keeping 
P?lfeffi?n of the lakes. That fervice being performed; 
hl.s MaJt;~y <;ommands me to acquaint you. that there 
ihll remams another part of, your duty, to be under. 

taken, 
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taken, which will require all your abilities and the 
ftricteft application, the reftoring peace and the efta
bh!hing good order and legal government in Canada. 
It is an object of the greatelt importance to this coun
try; the difficulties attending it are immen[e; but his 
Majefty depends upon your zeal, and upon your expe
rience, for carrying it Jnto execution. H,s Majefty, 
ever anxIous for the happinefs of his fllbjects, com
m lnds me to inform you, that no time !hulIld be loft 
in beginning fa important a work, and that you do 
therefore return to ~ebec, detaching Lieutenant
General P.urgoyne, or lucb other officer as you !hall 
think moft proper, with that part uf your forces which 
can be fpared from the immediate defence of yom pro
vince, to carryon [ueh operations as !hall be moft 
conducive to the fllccefs of the army acting on the 
fide at New-York; and that you direct the officer fo 
detached to communicate with, and put bimftlf as 
fuon as pomble under the command of, General Howe: 
you will order fuch artillery as you !hall junge necef
fary to proceed with this detachment; and, as a great 
quantity of heavy cannon and military flares were rent. 
upon the fuppoficion that ~ebec might have been in 
the hands of the rebels, you will, upon requifition from 
General Howe, fupply him with fuch cannon and 
ftores as may not be wanted for the proteCtion of 
Canada. 

iii 

t.lboughts for condulling the War from the Side of Canada. No. III. 

By Lieutenant-Genera! Burgoyne. 

WHEN the laft !hips came from Quebec, a re
port prevailed in Canada, faid to have been founded 
upon pofitive eVidence, that the rebels had laid the 
keels of leveral large veffels at Skenefborough and Ti
conderoga, and had refolved to exert their lItmoft 

A '1 powers 



iv A P PEN D I Xi 

powers to conftruCl: a new and formidable fleet during 
the winter. ' 

1 will not, however, give credit to their exertions 
in fuch a dearee as to imagine the King's troops will 
be prevented palling Lake Champlain early in the 
{ummer, but will fuppoie the operations of the army 
to begin from Crown-Point. 

But as the prefent means to form effeCl:ual plans is 
to lay down every pollible difficulty, 1 will fuppofe 
the enemy in great force at Ticonderoga: the dif
ferent works there are capable of admitting twelve 
lhoufand men. 

1 will fuppofe him alfo to occupy Lake George with 
a confiderable naval ftrength, in order to fecure his re
treat, and afterwards to retard the campaign; and it 
is natural to expeCl: that he will take meafures to block 
up the roads from Ticonderoga to Albany by the way 
of Skenefborough, by fortifying the {hong ground at 
different places, and thereby obliging the King's army 
to carry a weight of artillery with it; and, by felling 
trees, breaking bridges, and other obvious impedi
ments, to delay, though he fhould not have power or 
{pirit finally to refift, its progrefs. , 

The enemy thus difpofed upon the lide of Canada, it 
is to be confidered what troops will be neceIfary, and 
what difpofition of them will be moft proper to pro
fecute the campaign with vigour and effeCl:. 

I humbly conceive the operating army (I mean ex
clufively of the troops left for the fecurity of Canada) 
ought not to con lift of lefs than eight thoufand regu
lars, rank and file. The artillery required in the me
morandums of General Carleton, a corps of watermen, 
two thoufand Canadians, including hatchet-men and 
other workmen, and one thoufand or more favages. 

It is to be hoped that the reinforcement and the 
viCl:ualling-fhips may all be ready to fail from the 
Channel and from Corke on the laft day of March. 

lam 
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I an; per.fuaded, ~hat to fail with a fleet of tranfports 
earher, IS to fubJect government to lofs and difap
p~intment. It may realonably be expected that they 
will reach ~ebec before the 20th of May; a period 
in full time tor opening the campaign. The roads, 
and the rivers and lakes, by the melting and running 
off of the fnows, are in common years impracticable 
fooner. 

But as the weather, long before that time, will 
probably have admitted of labour in the docks, I will 
take for granted that the fleet of lafl: year, as well ba
teaux as armed veffels, will be found repaired, auO"_ 
menred, and fit for immediate fervice. The mag~
zines that remain of provifion (I believe them not to be 
abundant) will probably be formed at Montreal, Sorel, 
and Chamblee. 

I conceive rhe firft bufinefs for thofe entrufted with 
the chief powers, fuould be to !elea and pufi: the 
troops deftined to remain in Canada; to throw up the 
military ftores and provifion w!th all pollible difpatch, 
in which fer vice the above-mentioned troups, if pro
perly palled, will greatly allifr; and to draw the army, 
defrined for operatIOn, to cantonments, within as fc:w 
days march of St. John's as conveniently may be. I 
fuould prefer cantonments at that [ea,on of the year to 
encampment, as the ground is very damp. and confe
quently very pernicious to the men, and more efpeci
ally as they Will have been for many months before 
ufed to lodgings, heated with froves, or between decks 
in fuips: all thefe operations mar be put in motion 
together, but they feveraJly require fame obfervation. 

I Ihould wifh that the troops left in Canada, fuppo
flng the number mentioned in my former memoran. 
dum to be approved, might be made as follows: 

..13 The 
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Rank aod FilcO 

The 3 J ft regiment, Briti/h,. exclufive of their 
light company of grenadIers, 448 

Maclean's cur.ps, 300 

The 29:h regiment,. 448 
The ten additional compames from Grea~ 

Bl itain, • 560 
Brunfwic and He.lfe Hanauto be taken by de-
. tachments or complete corps, as Major

General' Reidefel {hall recommend, leaving 
the grenadiers, light-infantry, and dragoon9, 
con1plete, 650' 

Detachments f,om the 0: her Briti{h brjgades, 
leaving the grenadiers and light intamry 
complete, and lquaring the battalions e-
qually, - - - 600 

3006: 

My reaKm for felecting the 3 1ft rcgimentforthisl 
duty is, that when I faw It laft it was not equally. in 
order with the other regiments for Cervices of aCl:ivit}'t. 

I propofe the 29. h regiment, as it is not at prefent. 
brigaded. 

I propo[e Maclean's corps. becaufe 1. very muchap •. 
prehend deJertion from luch parts ot it as.are compefodt 
pi Americans, fhould they come near the enemy .. 

In Canada, what[oev,er may be their <:\ifpofitioR, it 
is not 10 ea[y to effect it, 

And I prapofe making up the rdidue by. detach. 
ment, becaufe, by [electing the 'men leaft calc.ulatedfor, 
fatigue or Jeaft accu[tomed to i;, which may be e. 
qualJy good [oldiers in more c(,nnned movements and 
better-provided ntuations, the effeCtIve ftrength for 
operation is much greater and the. def\:nftve Ilrengtb. 
not in' paired. 

I muft beg leave to ftate the exp~ditious conveyance 
of provifion and flores from ~ebec and the feveral 

'. other 
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other depofitaries, in order to form ample maga;7.i~es 
at Crown .Point, as one of the moft important opera
tions of the campaign, becaufe it is upon that which 
moft of the reft will depend. If failing-veffels up the 
St. Lawrence are alone to be employed, the accident 
of contrary winds may delay them two months before 
they pafs the Rapids of Richelieu, and afterwards St. 
Peter's-Lake; del:\ys to that extent are not uncom
mon, and they are only to be obviated by having a 
quantity of fmall craft in readinefs to work with oars. 
From the mouth of the Sorel to Chamblee, rowing and 
tacking is a fure conveyance if fufficient hands are 
found. From Chamblee to St. Therefe (which is jult 
above the Rapids) land.carriage muft be ufed, and 
great authority will be requifite to fupply the quantity 
neceffary. 

A bulinefs thus complicated in arrangement, in fome 
parts' unufual in practice, and in othel s perhaps diffi
cult, can only be carried to the de fired effect by the 
peremptory powers, warm zeal, and confonant opinion. 
of the governor; and, though the former are not to be 
doubted, a failure, in the latter, vindicated, or feern
ing to be vindicated, by the placllible obftruaions that 
will not fail to be fuggefl:ecl by others, will be fuffici
ent to crulh fuch exertions as an officer of a fanguine 
lemprr, entrufted with the future conduct of the cam
paign, and whofe perfonal interefl: and fame therefore 
conlequentially depend upon a timely ollt-fet, would 
be led to make. 

The a1fembly of the favages and the Canadians will 
alfo entirely depend upon the governor. 

Under thefe cor.fideracions, it is prefumed, that the 
general oalcer, employed to proceed with the army, 
will be holden to be out of the reach of any pollible 
blame till he is Clear of the province' of Canada, and' 
furnilhed with the propofeJ lupplies. 

d 4 The 
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The 'navigation of Lake Champlain, fecured by the 

(uperio(iry of our naval force, and the arrangements 
for forming proper magazines fo eftablilhed as to make 
rhe execution certain, I would not lofe a day to take 
poffeffion of Crown· Point with Brigadier Frafer's corps, 
a large body of favages, a body of Canadians, both 
for fcouts and works, and the beft of our engineers 
and artificers well fupplied with intrenching tools. 

The brigade would be fufficient to prevent infult 
during the time neceffary for collecting the flores, 
forming magazines, and fortifying the pofts; all which 
fhould be done, to a certain degree, previous to pro
ceeding in force to Ticonderoga; to fLch a degree I 
mean as may be fuppofed to be effected in time of 
traofporting adillery, preparing fafcines, and other 
neceffaries for artillery operations; and, by keeping 
Jhe reft of the army back during that period, the 
tranfport of provifions will be lelfened, and t4e [pldj
ers made of ufe in forwarding the convoys. 

But though there would be only one brigade at 
Crown-Point at that time, it does not follow that the 
enemy lhould remain in a ftate of tranquillity. Corps 
of favages, fupported by detatchments ot light regu
lars, lhould be continually on foot to keep them ill 
alarm; and within their works, to cover the recon. 
noitering of general officers and engineers; and to air 
tain the beft intelligence of their ftrength, polition, and 
delign. 

If due exertion is made in the preparations fiateQ 
=1-bove, it may be hoped that Ticonderoga will be re
duced early in the fummer, and it will then become Il 
!TIore prop!:r place for arm$ than Crown· Point, 

The ntxt meafure mufl dep!:nd upon thofe taken by 
the enemy, and upon the general plan of ~he campaigq 
;l.S con~erted at home. If it be determined that Gene. 
ra~ Howe's whole forces fhould act upon Hudfon'$. 
Ri\'~T> and to the fO!Jthwilr(l of it, and that the only 

, object 
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object of the Canada army be to effect a junction with 
that force, tne immediate poffellon of Lake' 'George 
would be of great confequence, as the moft expeditious 
and moft commodious route to Albany; and, fhould 
the enemy be in force upon that lake, which is very 
probable, every effort fhould be tried, by throwing 
ravages and light troops round it, to oblige them to 
quit it without waiting for naval preparations. Should 
thofe efforts fail, the route by South-Bay and Skenef
borough might be attempted; but confiderahle diffi
culties may be expeCl:ed, as the narrow pans of the 
river may be eafily choked up and rendered impall
ble; and, at beft, there wilt be necellty tor a great 
deal of land-carriage for the artillery, provifion, &c. 
which can only be fupplied from Canada. In cafe of 
fuccefs alfo by that route, and the enemy not removed 
from Lake George, it will be neceffary to leave a chain 
of pofts, as the army proceeds, for the fecurities of 
your communication, which may too much weaken 10 
fmall an army. 

Left all thefe attempts fhould unavoidably fail, and 
it become indifpenfably neceffary to attack the enemy 
by water upon Lake George, the army, at the out-fet, 
fhnuld be provided with carriages. implements, and 
artificers, for conveying armed veffels from Ticonde-, 
roga to the lake. 

Thefe ideas are formed upon the fuppofition that it 
be the fall' purpofe of the Canada army to effeCt a junc
tion with General HO'Ne; or, after co-operating fa far 
as to get pofftffion of Albany and open the communi
cation to New-York, to remain upon the Hudfon's
River, and thereby enable that general to aCl: with his 
whole force to the fouthward. 

But, fhould the ftrengrh of the main American ar
my be fuch as to admit of the corps of troops now at 
Rhode-Illand remaining there during the winter, and 
;laing feparately in the fpring, it may be highly wor-

thy 
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thy conIideration, whether the moft important pur~ 
pofe to which the Canada army could be eltlployedl 
fupppfing it in polfeffioo of '!'iconderoga, would not 
be to aain the Connetl:icut River. 
Th~ extent of country from Ticonderoga to the in· 

habited country upon that river, oppofite to Chil\'les
Town, is about fixty miles; and, though to conwy 
artillery and provifion fo far by land would be attended 
with difficulties, perhaps more than thofe above fug
gelled upon a progrefs to Skenefborough, fhould the 
objetl: appear worthy, it is to be hoped refources might 
be found; in that cafe, it would be advifeable to for
tify, with one or two {hong redoubts, the heights:op
polite to Charles-Town. and eftablifh pofts of ravages 
lIpon the palfage from Ticonderoga to thofe heights, 
to preferve the communication, and at the fame time 
prevent any attempt from the country above Charles· 
Town, which is very populous, trom molefting the 
rear or interrupting the convoys of fupply, while the 
army proceeded down the Connetl:icur. Should the 
junction between the Canada and Rhode-Inand armies 
be effetl:ed upon the Connetl:icur, it is not too fanguine 
an expetl:ation that all the New-England provinces will 
be reduced by their operations. 

To avoid breaking, in upon other matter, I omitttli, 
in the beginning of thefe papers co ftate the idea of an, 
expedition at the out-fet of the campaign. by the Lake 
Ontario and Of we go, to the Mohawk-River; which;, 
asa diverfion to facilitate every propofed operation, 
would be highly defirable, provided the army fhould 
be reinforced fufficiently to afford it. 

It may at firll: appear, from a view of the prefent 
ftrength of the army, thac it may bear the fort of de~ 
tachment propofed by myfelf Jail: year for this purpofe; 
but it is to be conlidered that at that time the utmoft' 
objetl: of the campaign, from the advanced [eafon an& 
unavoidable delay ot preparation for the lakes, being' 

the 
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the reduCl:ion of Crown-Point and Ticonderoga, un. 
Iefs the fuccefs of my expedition had opened the road 
to, A:bany, no greater numbers were necelfary than 
for th~fe lirft operations. The cafe in the prefent year 
differs; becaute the feafon of the year affords a prof
pea of very extenfive operation, and confequently the 
eftablllhment of many pofts, patroles, &c. will become 
necelfary. The army ought- to be in a ftate of num
bers to bear thofe drains, and ftill remain fufficient to 
attack any thing that probably can be oppofed to'it. 

Nor, to argue from probability. is fo much force 
nect'lfary for this diverlio~ thi5 year as was required for 
the Jaft; becaufe we then knew that General Schuyler. 
with a thoufand men, was fortified upon the Mohawk. 
When the different fituations of things are confidered. 
viz.. the progrets of General Howe, the early invalion 
from Canada, the threatening of the ConneCl:icut from 
Rhode-Wand, &c. it is not to be imaginl"d that any 
detachment of :uch force as that of Schuyler can be 
fupplied by the enemy for the Mohawk. I would not 
therefore propofe it of more (and I have great diffi
dence whether fo much can be prudently afforded) 
than Sir John Johnfon's corps, a hundred Britilh 
from the fecond brigade, and a hundred more from 
the bth regiment, with four pieces of the lighteft ar
tillery, and a body of favages; Sir John Johnfon to 
be With a derachment in perfon, and an able field-of
ficer [0 command it. I fhould wifh Lieutenant-Colonel 
St. Leger for that employment. 

I pamculanfe the fecond brigade, becaufe the firLl. 
is propoted [0 be diminifhed by the 3Iil: regiment re
maining in Can~da, and the reft of the regiment, drafted 
for the eXfJedition, being made .lIfo pan ot the Canada 
force, the (wo brig"des will be exaCtly fquared. 

Should It appear, upon examination of the reallyef
fetbve numbers of the Car,ada army. that the force is 
not fufficient for proceeding upon the above ideas with 

a 
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a fair profpeB: of fuccers, the aiternative remains of 
embarking the army at Quebec, in order to ~ffeCl: a 
junction with General Howe by fea, or to be employed 
feparately to co-operate with the main defigns, by fuch 
means as fhould be within their ftrength upon other 
parts of the continent. And though the army, upon 
examination of the numbers from the returns here, and 
the reinforcements deligned, fhould' appear adequate, 
it is humbly fubmitted, as a feeurity againft the pof. 
fibility of its remaining inactive, whe~her it might not 
be expedient to entrult the latitude ot embarking the 
army by fea to the commander in chief, provided any 
accidents during the winter, and unknown here, fhould 
have diminilhed the numbers conliderably; or that the 
enemy, from any wimer fuccers to the fOUihward, 
fhould have been able to draw fueh forces towards the 
frontiers of Canada, and take up their ground with 
fuch precaution, as to render the intended meafure im
practicable or too hazardous. But, in that cafe, it 
muil: be confidc:red that more force would be reqUired 
to be left behind, for the fecurity of Canada, than is 
fuppofed to be necetTary when an army is beyond the 
lakes; and I do not conceive any exptdirion ,tram the 
fea can be fo formidable to the enemy, or fo effectual 
to clole the war, as an invalion from Canada by Ti
conderoga. This lail: meafure ought not to be thought 
of, but upon po£itive conviction of its neceffity. 

Hertford.Street, 
l'eb. .8th, 1777. J. BURGOYNE. 

No. IV. ExtraEl of a Letter from Lord George Germain t(J Ge
neral Carleton, dated Whitehall, 26th March, J777. 

MY letter of the 22d Auguil:, J776, wasintrufted· 
to the care of Captain Le Maitre, one of your aid·de
camps; after having been three times in the Gulph of 
St. Lawrem:e he had the mortification to find it im-

pomble 
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pomble to make his paffage to Quebec, and therefore 
returned to England wIth my difpatch; which, thollgh 
it was prevented by that accident from reaching your 
hands in due time, I neverthelefs think proper to tranf
mit to you by this earliell: opportunity. 

You will be inf'rmed, by the contents thereof, that, 
as foon as you fhould have driven the rebel forces from 
the frontiers of Canada, it was his Majefty's pleafure 
you fhould return to Quebec, and take with you fuch 
part of your army as in your judgement and difcretion 
appeared fufficient for the defence of the province. 
that you fhould detach Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, 
or fuch other officer as you fhould think moll: proper, 
with the remainder of the troops, and direct the officer 
fo detached to proceed with all pomble expedition to 
join General Howe, and to put him{e1f under his com
mand. 

Vlith a view of quelling the rebellion as foon as pof
fible, it is become highly neceffary that the moil: fpeedy 
junction of the two armies fhould be effected; and. 
therefore, as the fecurity and good government of Ca~ 
nada abfolutely require your prefence there, it is the 
King's determination to leave about 3000 men under 
your command, for the defence and duties of that 
province, and to employ the remainder of your army 
upon two expeditions, the one under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, who is to force his way 
to Albany; and the other under the command of Lieu

. tenant-Colonel St. Leger, who is to make a diverlion 
on the Mohawk-River. 

As this plan cannot be advantageoully executed 
without the affiftance of Canadians and Indians, his 
Majdl:y il:rongly recommends it to your care, to fur
nilb both expeditions with good and fufficient bodiell 
of thofe men; and I am happy in knOWIng that your 
influence among them is fo great, that there can be no 

room 
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room to apprehend you will find it difficult to fulfil 
his Majdly's expetl:ations. ., 

In order that no time may be loft in cmtenng upon 
thefe important undertakin~s, General Burgoyne has 
received orders to fail forth Nlth for Quebec; and that 
the intended operations may be ma[Urdy (onfidered, 
and afterwards carried on in luch a manner as is moft 
likely to be followed by fuccefs, he is ditetl:ed to con
fult with yqu upon the fubjetl:, and to form and adjufi: 
the plan as you both lhall think moa conducivt: to his 
Majefty's fervice. 

I am alfo to acquaint you, that, as foon as you /hall 
have fully regulated every thing relative [0 thefe expe
ditions, (and the King relies upon your zeal, that you 
will be as expeditious as the nature of the bufinefs wlll 
admit,) it is his Majefty's pJeafure that you detalO, for 
the Canada {('rvice, 

The 8th regiment, deduCl:ing 100 for the expe-
dition to [he Mohawk, - - - - 460 

Battalion companies of the 2 ~th and 3 I a regi-
ments, - - 896 

~attalion companies of the 34th, dedlltl:ing 100 

for the expedition to the Mohawk, - - 348 
Eleven additional companies from Great-Britain, 6.6 
Detachments from the two brigade~, 300 
Detachments trom the German troops, 650 
Royal Highland emigrants, - - _ 500 

377iJ -You will naturally conclude that this allotment fo~ 
Canada has not been made without properly weighing 
the .feveral duties which are likely to be required. His 
MaJefiy has not only confide red the feveral garrifons 
and pofts which probably it may be neceffary for YOII 
to take; 'Viz. ~ebec, Chaudiere, the dllaffe&ed pa
rilhes of Point Levi, Montreal, and poits between that 

town 
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town and Of we gate he, Trois Rivieres, Sr, John's, Sele 
aux Noix, La Prairie, Vergere, and fome other towns 
\lpOn the fouth 1hore of St. Lawrence, oppofite the 
HIe of Montreal, with polts of communication to St. 
John'S, but he hath alfo refleCted that the feveral ope
rations, which will be carrying on in different parts of 
America, muil: neceffarily confine the attention of the 
rebels to the refpeCtive fcenes of aCtion, and fecllre Ca
nada from external attacks; and that the internal quiet 
which at prefent prevails is not likely to be inter
rupted, or, if interrupted, will loon be reftored by 
YOllr influence over the inhabitants; he therefore trufts 
that 3000 men will be quite fufficient to anfwerevery 
poffible demand. 

It is likewife his Majefty's pleafure that you put under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 

'The grenadiers and light infantry of the army 
(except of the 8th regiment and the 24th re
giment) as the advanced corps, under the 
command of Brigadier-General Frarer, - 1563 

Firft brigade, battalion companies of the 9th. 
2 I ft, and 47th. regiments, deduCting a de
tachment of 50 from each corps, to remain 
in Canada, I '94-

Second brigade, battalion companies of the 
20th, 53d, and 62d, regiments, deduCting 
50 from each corps, to remain as above, - 1 '94-

All the German troops, except the Hanau chaf-
feurs, and a detachment of 650, 32 I 7 

The artillery. except f uc h parts as 1hall be ne-
,ceffary for the defence ot Canada. 

Together with as many Canadians and Indians as may 
oe thought neccffary for this fervice; and, after having 
furni1hed him in the fullefi: and completeft manne-'r 

with 
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with artillery, flores, provifions, and every other ar
ticle necelfary'for his expedition, and fecured to him 
every affiftance which it is in your power to afford and, 
procure, you are to give him orders to pafs Lake 
Champlain; and from thence, by the moft vigorous 
exertion of the force under his command, to proceed 
with all expedition to Albany, and put himfelf under 
the command of Sir William Howe. 

From t.he King's knowledge of the great prepara
tions made by you laft year to fecure the command of 
the lakes, and your attention to this part of the fer· 
vice during the winter, his Majefty is led to e¥petl: 
that every thing will be ready for General Burgoyne's 
paffing the lakes by the time you and he /hall have ad. 
jufted the plan of the expedition. 

It is the King's farther pleafure that you put under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, 

Detachment from the 8th regiment, - - 100 

Detachment from the 34th regiment, - 100 

Sir John lohnfon's regiment of New-York, 133 
Hanau chalfeurs. - 342 

Together with a fufficient number of Canadians and 
Indians; and, after having furni/hed him with propet 
artillery, flores, provifions, and every other neceffary _ 
article for his expedition, and fecured to him every af. 
fiftance in your power to alford and procure, you are 
to give him orders to proceed forthwith to and _ down 
the Mohawk-River to Albany, and put himfelf under 
the command of Sir William Howe. 

I /hall write to Sir William Howe, from hence, by 
the firft packet; but you will, neverthelefs, endeavour 
to give him the earliell intelligence of this meafure l 
and a1fo direct Lieutenant-General Burgoy.ne and Lieu
tenant-C-()lonel St. Leger to neglc:tl: no opportunity of 

doing 



A P PEN D I X; 

doing the fame, that they may receive inl1:ruCl:ions 
from Sir William Howe. You will, at the fame time, 
inform them, that, until they tha!l have received or~ 
ders from Sir WiHiam Howe, it is his Majefty's 
pleafure that chey aCt as exigences may require, and 
in fuch manner as they thall judge moft proper for 
making an impreffion on the rebels, and bringing them 
to obedience; but that, in fo doing. they muft never 
lofe view of their intended junctions with Sir William 
Howe as their princ;pal objeCts. 

In cafe Lieutenant-General Burgoyne or Lieutenant~ 
Colonel St. Leger thould happen to die, or be ren~ 
dered, through illnefs, incapable of executing thofe 
great trufts, YOll are to nominate, to their'refpeCl:ive 
commands, fuch officer or officers as you thall think 
befr qualified to fupply the place of thofe whom his 
Majefi:y has, in his wifdom, at pre[ent appointed to 
conduCt thefe expeditions. 

xvii 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-Genera! Burgoyne to No. V. 
Lord George Germain, dated Qyebec, May 14, 
1777· 

My LORD, 
[Private.] 

I TAKE the opportunity of a veffel, difpatched 
by Sir Guy Carleton to England, to inform yeur 
Lordlhip of my arrival here the 6th inftanc. And 
though my prefent fituation, as aB:ing under a [uperior 
upon the fpot, may make an official correfponde~ce 
unneceffary, I cannot perlilade my[elf I thall not ap~ 
pear guilty of impropriety in affuming the honour of 
a private and confidential one, relative to the object$ 
of my deftination. 

From my prefent information, I have, reafon to ex~ 
peCt the preparations for openillg the campaign to be 
very forward on our part. Due exertions were ured 
in the courie of the winter, and the 1,1llCommon mild~ 

B nefs 
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nefs of the weather greatly favoured trem, to convey 
provifions to Chamblee and St. John's. One large 
viCtua!ler arrived after I Idt the St. Lawrence lail No
vember; all refidues of other viCtuallers have been 
colleCted; I am in hopes of finding a fufficiency of 
provifion to enable me to crors the Lake Champlain 
at leaft, without the arrival of the Corke fleet. ,I hopt: 
alio to find artilJery-ftores enough to feel the pulfe of 
the enemy at Ticonderoga. Should their fituation 
and refolution be fuch as to make great artillery pre
parations requilite, I !ball certainly be under the ne. 
cemty of waiting, at Crown-Point, the arrival of the 
ordnance !hips from England. A good body of th~ 
Indians, I am affured, are ready to move upon the 
firft call, and meafures are taking for bringing them 
fOI thwith to proper rendezvous. 

1 cannOl fpeak with fo much confidence of the mili
tary affill:ance I am to look for from the Canadians. The 
only corps yet inftituted, or that I am informed can zt 
prefent be inll:ituted, are three independent companies 
of 100 men each, office red by Seigneurs of the coun· 
try, who are well chofen'; but they have not been 
able to engage many volunteers. The men are chiefly 
drafted, from the militia, according to a late regulation 
of the legillative council. Thofe I have yet feen af· 
ford n'o promife of ufe of arms; - auk ward, ignorant, 
dilinclined to the fervice, and fpiritlefs. Various rea, 
fons- are affigned fOl: this change in the natives finee the 
time of the French government. It may partly be 
owing to a difufe of arms, but I believe principally tQ 
the unpopularity of their Seigneurs, and to the poifo~ 
which the emiffaries of the rebels have thrown into 
their mind~. Should I find the new companies up thl\ 
country better compofed, or that the well-affeCted par· 
ties can be prevailed upon to turn out volunteers, 
tholJbh but for a ilion occafion, as they did laft year, 

I 1hall 



A P PEN D I Xi 

f !hall move Sir Guy Carleton to exert farther mea~ 
fures to augment my numbers. 

The army will fall !hort of the ftrength computed 
in England; the want of camp-equipage, clothing, 
and many other necdfary articles, will caufe inconve. 
nience; I have neverthelefs determined to put the troops, 
dell:ined for my command, immediately in motion; 
and, affilled by the fpirit and health in which they 
abound, I am confident in the profpect of overcomina
difficulties and difa-ppointments. b 

Having fettled all meafures with Sir Guy Carleton, 
both for this purpofe and for the expeditious tranfport 
of the ftores:as they may arrive; and having already 
difpatchedinftructions to Captain Lutwidge, who com
mands the fleet upon Lake Champlain, to ftcure the 
navigation, in which I clearly fee he will find no 
[fouble, I 111all proceed in perton this afternoon for 
Montre2.1; and ftom thence make my final arrange. 
roents for purfuing the King's orders. 

1 !hould think myfelf deficient in juftice and in ho
nour, were I to clofe my letter without mentioning the 
fenfe I entertain of General Carleton's conduct; that 
he was anxioul1y delirous of leading the military ope
rations out of the province, is eaGly to be difcerned; 
but his deference to his Majefty's decilion, and his 
zeal to give effeCt to his meafures in my hands, are 
equally manifeft, exemplary, and fatisfactory. I !hall 
take every poffib!t: means to tranfmit to your Lordfhip 
an account of my proceedings from time to time. And 
h~ve the honoLl, to be, with perfeCt refpect, 

Your Lordiliip's moft obedient 

And moft humble [ervant, 

J. BURGOYNE. 

P. S. I have mentioned nothing of intelligence con
cerning the epemy, concluding that Sir Guy Carlet~~ 

B 2 Wll! 
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will tranfmit the material part of it, and in a manner 
more full than in my power to do. I underftand they 
have laboured hard to ftreogthen Ticonderoga, and 
threaten a vigorous re1i!l:ance there; and that they have 
built fame ve1fels on Lake George, as your Lordlhip 
may remember I had forefeeo. 

Second Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to 
No. V. Lord George Germain, datrd Montreal, May 19, 

1777· 

My LORD, 

I HAD the honour to write to your Lordlhip the 
day I left Q.uebec; having reafon to imagine this letter 
may reach that piace in time to be difpatched with my 
former ooe, I cannot omit the occaGon to inform your 
Lordihip, that the hopes I exprefTed of being able to 
pur the troops in motion, without waiting the arrival 
of the fleets from England and Ireland, are confirmed. 

The only delay is occafioned by the impracticability 
of the roads, owing to late extraordinary heavy rains; 
and this difficulty will be fpeedily removed, byexer. 
ting the fer vices of the pariihes as foon as the weather 
clears. In the mean time, I am employing every 
means, that water-carriage will admit of, for drawing 
the troops and ftores towards their point. I truft I 
1hall have ve1fels fufficient to move the army and ftores 
together; and, in that cafe, will take poft at once, 
within fight of Ticonderoga, and only make ufe of 
Crown-croint for my hofpital and magazine. 

A continuation of intelligence, from different fpies 
and debters, confirms the defign of the enemy to dif
pute Ticonderoga vigoroufiy. They are alfo building 
bow-gallies at Fort George, for the defence of that 
Lake, &c. fortifying on the road to Skene1borough. 

It is configned to the New-England colonies to 
furniJh fupphes of men and provifion to appofe the 

progrefs 
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progrefs of my army; and they have undertaken the 
talk, upon condition of being exempt from fupplying 
Mr. Walhington's main army. 

It is my defign, while advancing to Ticonderoo-a, 
and during the fiege of that poft, (for a liege I app~e
hend it muft be,) to give all poffible jealoury on the fide 
of Connecticut. If I can, by manreuvre, lead the 
enemy to fufpect, that, after the reduction of Ticonde
roga, my views are pointed that way, the Connecticut 
forces will be very cautious of leaving their own fron
tier, and I may gain a fiart that may much expedite 
and facilitate my progrefs to Albany. 

Your Lord!hip may reft affured, that, whatever de
monftration I may endeavour to impofe on the ene
my, I !hall really make no movement that can pro
craftinate the great object of my orders. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. BURCOYN E. 

xxi 

Subflance of the Speech of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne No. VI. 
to tbe Indians, in Congrejs, at the Camp upon the Ri-
'Vcr Bouquet, June 21, 1777; and their An/wer, 
tranjlated. 

[In Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's, June 22, 1777.] 

CHI E F sand WAR RIO R S, 

THE great King, our common father, and the 
patron of all who feek and deferve his protection, has 
confidered, with fatisfaction, the general condua of 
the Indian tribes from the beginning of the troubles in 
America. Too fagacious and too faithful to be delu
ded or corrupted, they have obferved the violated rights 
of the parental power they love, and burned to vindi
cate them. A tew individuals alone, (he refuie of a 
fmall tribe, at the firft were led aftray; and the mir-

E 3 reprefentations, 
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reprefentations, the fpecious aJl~reme~ts, the inlidiouf 
promifes. and diverfified plots, In whIch the rebels are 
exereiled, and aJl of which they employed for that effeCl:, 
have ferved vnly in the end to enhance the honour of 
the tribes in general, by demonfrrating to the world 
how few and hew cOlltemprible are the apoftates. It 
is a truth known to you all, that, thefe pitiful example$ 
excepted, (and they probably have be!ore this day hid 
their faces in !barne,) tbe collectIve vOIces and hands of 
the Indian Llbes, over this vail: continent, are on the 
fide uf jllfrice, of law, and of the King. 

The reftraim you have pur upon your refentm.ent in 
waiting the King your fa~her's call to arms, the hard
efr proof, I am perflladed, to which your affeaiOll 
could have been put, is another manifefr and affeaing 
mark of your adherence to that principle of connetl:ion, 
to which you were always fond to allude, and which 
it is mutually the joy and the duty of the parent to 
cherifh. 

The clemency of your father has been abuCed. the 
offers of his mercy have been defpifed, and his f~r. 
tber patience would, in his eyes, become culpable, 
in-as-much as it would withhold red refs from the molt 
grievous oppreffions in the provinces that ever dif· 
graced the hiflory of mankind. It therefore remains 
for me, the Geneml . of one of his Majefty's arll1ir$, 
and in this council his reprefentative, to reIeafe you 
from .thofe bonds which your obedience impofed.
Warnors, you are free; - go forth in might of yotlr 
valour and your caufe ; - {trike at the common ene
mies of Great-Britain and America; - difrurber~ of 
public order, peace, and happinefs; defiroywi of com-
meree; parricides of the frate. ' 

The circle round you, the chiefs of his j.\1ajefty's 
European forces, and of the Princes, his aliies, e(J-eetp 
J:()U as ~rothers i? the war: emulous in glory and in 
tnendfhlp, YT wiIl endeavour reciprocally to give lIPd 

to 
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to receive examples; we know how to value, and we 
will lhive to imitate, your perfeveral1ce in enterprife, 
and your conll:ancy to refill: hur·ger, wearinefs, and 
pain. Be it our talk, from the dIctates of our reliai. 
on, the laws of our warfare, and the principles a~d 
interell: of our policy, to regl,late your paffions 
when they overbear, to point out where it is nobler to 
{pare than to revenge, to difcriminate degrees of guilt, 
to fufpend the up-lifted ll:roke, to chall:iie and not to 
deftroy. 

This war to you, my friends, is new; upon all for
mer occafions, in taking the field, you held yourfelves 
authorifed to dell:roy wherever you came, becaufe every 
where you fOllnd an enemy. The cafe is now very dif
ferent. 

The King has many faithful fubjecrs difperfed in the 
provinces, eonfequently YOll have many brothers there; 
and thefe people are the more to be pitied, that they 
are perfecuted or imprifoned wherever they are difeo
vered or fufpecred; and to dilfemble is, to a generous 
mind, a yet more grievous punilhment. 

Perfuaded that your magnanimity of character, joined 
to your principles of affecrion to the King, wi,] give 
me fuller controul over your minds than the mIlitary 
rank with-which I am invelled, I enjoin your moll fe
rious attention to the rules whilh I hereby proclaim 
for your invariable obfervation during the campaign. 

J pofitively forbid bloodlhed, when> ou are nut op
P9fed in arms. 

Aged men, women, children, and prifoners, mull: 
be held facred from the knife or hatchet, even in the 
time of acrual conBicr. 

You lhall receive compenfation for the prifoners you 
take, but you lhall be called to account for fcalps. 

In conformity and indulgence of your cull:oms, which 
have affixed an idea of honour to {uch badges of vlcrory, 
you !hall be allow~d to take the {calps of the dead, when 

B 4- killed 
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killed by your fire and in fCi.ir oppofition; but, on no 
account, or pretence, or tubtlety, or prevarication, 
!lre they to be taken from t~e wounded, ~r ~ven dying i 
and ftiJ] lefs pardonable, If pomble, wIll It be held, 
to kIi men in tbat condition on purpofe. and upon a 
fuppour:on that this protection to the wounded-would 
be [hereby evaded. . 

Bafe lurking aIfaffins, ince.ndiaries, ravagers and 
plunderers of the country, to whatever army they may 
belong, {hall be treated with lers referve; but the la
titude muft be given you by order, and I mull: be the 
judge of the oceafion, 

Should the enemy, on their part, dare to counte
nance ath of barbarity towards thofe who may fall in
to their hands, it {hall be yours alfo to retaliate; but, 
til! feverity be thus compelled, bear immoveable in 
your hearts this folid maxim, (it cannot be too deeply 
impreIfed,) that the great eIfential reward. worthy fer
vice of your alliance, the fincerity of your zeal to tbe 
King, your father and never-failing protector, will 
be examined and judged upon the (eft only of your 
fteady and uniform adherence to the orders and coun
fels of thofe, to whom his MajeUy has entrufted th~ 
~ire~ion and tlie honour pf his arms. 

AnJwer from an old Chief of the Iroquois. 

I STAND up in the name of all the nations prefent, 
to affure our father that we have attentively liftene4 
to his difcourfe. We receive you as ollr father; be
caufe, when you fpeak, we hear the voice of oQr great 
father beyond the great lake. 

W e rej~ice ip the approbation you have expreffed of 
pur behaVIOur, 

We have been tried and t~mpted by the Boftonians; 
but we have loved our father, and our hatchets have 
~~en l11arpened upon our affections. 
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In proof of the fincerity of our profeffions, our 
whole villages, able to go to war, are come forth. 
The old and infirm, our infants and wives, alone re
main at home. 

·With one common afi"ent we promife a connant obe": 
dience to all you have ordered, and all you Ihall order; 
and may the Father of Days give you many and fuccefs. 

xxv 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to No. VII. 
Lord George Germain, dated Skendborough, July 
11th, 1777. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordlhip, that 
the enemy were difiodged from Ticonderago and 
Mount Independence on the 6th inftanr. and were dri
ven, on the fame day, beyond Sk~ne1borough on the 
right, and to Humerton on the left, with the lofs 
of 128 pieces of cannon, all their armed vefi"ds and 
bateaux, the greatefi: part of their baggage and ammu
nition? provifion, and military fi:ores, to a very large 
amount. 

This fuccefs has been followed by events equally for
tunate and rapid. I fubjoin fuch a detail of circulTl
frances as the time will pennit; and, for his Majefty's 
farther information, I beg leave to refer your Lordlhip 
to Captain Gardner, my aid-de.camp, whom I thought 
it necefi"ary to difpatch with news 10 important to the 
King's fervice, and fo honourable to the troops under 
my command. 

1ournaloftbe late principal Procee4ings of the Army. 

Having remained at Crown· Point three days, to 
brina up~ the rear of the army. and to eftablilh the 
maiazines and the hofpital, and [0 obtain intelligence 
of the enemy, on the 30th June 

I ordered the advanced corps, confining of the 
13ritiIh ligh~-inf;lUtry and grenadiers, the 24th regi-

ment, 
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mene, fame Canadians and Savages, and ten pieces 
of light artillery, unc;ler the command of Brigadier. 
General Frarer, eo move from Putnam-Creek, where 
they had been encamped fome days, up the weft !hore 
of the lake to Four-Mile-Point, fo c~lled from being 
within that diftance off the fort of Ticonderoga. The 
German referve, confifting of the Brunfwic chafl'eurs, 
light-infantry, and grenadiers, under Lieutenant-Colo. 
nel Breyman, were moved at the fame time to Richard
fon's farm, on the eaft £hare, oppofite to Putnam
Creek. 

The whole army made a movement forward. Bri. 
gadier Frarer's corps occupied the ftrong poft, called 
Three-Mile.Point, on the weft /hore; the German reo 
ferve, the eaft fuore oppofite: the army encamped in 
two lines; the right wing at the Four·Mlle Point, the 
left wing nearly oppofite, on the eaft fuore. 

The Royal-George and Inflexible frigate~. with the 
gun-boats, were anchored at this time juft without the 
reach of the enemy's batteries, and covered the lake 
from the weft to the eaft /hores. The reft of the fleet 
had been fome time without guns, ii) order to affiil: in 
carrying provifions over Lake Champlain. 

The enemy appeared to be pofted as follows. A 
brigade occupied the old French lines on the height, 
to the north of the fort of Ticonderoga. Thefe lines 
were in 'good repair, and had feveral intrenchments 
behind them, chiefly calculated to guard the north. 
weft flank, and were farther fuftained by a block-houfe. 
They had. farther to thdr left, a poft at the raw-mills, 
which are at the foot of the carrying-place to Lake 
George, and a block-houfe upon an eminence above 
the mills, and a block.houle and horpital at the en· 
trance of the lake. 

Upon the right of the lines, and between them and 
the old fort, there were two new block-houfes, and a 
confiderable battery c10fe to the water edge.· . 

It 
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It feemed that the enemy had employed their chief 
indufiry, and were jn the greatefr force. upon Mount 
Independence, which is high and circular; and upon 
the (ummit, which is Table Land, was a frar fort, 
made of pickets, and well fuppJied with artillery, and 
a .large fquare of barracks within it. The foot of the 
hill, on the fide which projecrs into the lake, was in. 
trenched, and had a frrong abattis clofe to the water. 
This intrenchment was lined with heavy artillery, pain. 
ted down the lake, flanking the water-battery, above 
defcribed, and [uftained by another battery about half. 
way up the hill. On the weft fide of the hill runs the 
main riva, and in its palfage is joined by the water 
which comes down from Lake George. The enemy 
had here a bridge of communication, which could not 
at this time be reconnoitred. On the eaO: fide of the 
hill the water forms a [mall bay, into which falls a ri· 
vulet, after having encircled in its courfe part of tbe 
hill to the fouth eaO:. The fide to the fomh could not 
be [een,bm was defcribed as inacceffible. 

Xxvii 

About nine in the morning a fmoke was obferved July 2. 

towards Lake George, and the Savages brought in a 
report, that the enemy had fet fire to the farther block. 
haufe, and had abandoned the Caw-mills, and that a 
confiderable body was advancing, from the lir,es, to-
wards a bridge upon the road which led from the faw-
mills, towards the right of tbe Britiih camp. A de~ 
tachment of the advanced corps WllS immediately put 
in march, under the command of Brigadier Frafer, 
fupported by the fecond brigade and fome light artil. 
lery, under the command of Major-General Phillips. 
with ('rders to proceed to Mount Hope, which is to the 
norch of the lines, to reconnoitre the enemy's politian, 
and to take advantage of any poft they might abandon 
or be driven from. The Indians, under Captain Fra· 
fcr, fupported by his company of markfmen, were di. 
reaed to make ~ c;ircuit to the lei t ot Brigadier Frafer's 

line 
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line of march, and endeavoured to cut off the retre~tof 
the entmy to their lines; t ut this defign mif:arried 
through the impetuolity of the Indians, who attacked 
too foon, and in front; and the enemy was thereby able 
to retire with the lofs of one officer and a few men kil· 
led, and one officer wounded. Major-General Phillips 
took poffeffion of the very advantageous poft of Mount. 
Hope this night, and the enemy was thereby entirely 
cut off from all communication with Lake George. 

Mount Hope was occupied in force by General Fra. 
fer's whole corps; the firft Britifh brigade and two en· 
tire brigades of artillery. The fecond brigade, Britifh, 
encamped upon the left of the fidl, and the brigade of 
Gall, having been drawn from the eaft lbore, to occu· 
py the ground where Frarer's corps had originally been, 
the line became complete, extending from Three-Mile •. 
Point to the wefternmoft part of MOllnt Hope: on the 
fame day, Major-General Reidefei encamped on the 
eaft lbore, in a parallel line with Three-Mile-Poin,~ 
having pufhed the referve forward, near the rivulet 
which encircles Mount Independence. The enemy ca· 
nonaded the camps of Mount Hope and of the German 
referve during moft parr of this day, but without ef. 
feC!:. 

The army worked hard at their communications, 
and got up the artillery, tents, baggage, and provifi. 
ons: the enemy, at intervals, continued the cannonade. 
upon the camps, which was not in any inftance retur. 
ned. 

The Thunderer radeau, carrying the battering. 
train and frores, having been warped up from Crown., 
Point, arrived this day, and immediately began to land 
the artillery. 

Lieutenant Twifs, the commanding engineer,' was 
ordered to reconnoitre Sugar-Hill, on the louth fide of 
the. comm~nication from Lake George into LakeCham. 
plam, Which had been poJfeffed in the night by a par-

ty 
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ty of light infantry. It appeared at firft to be a very 
advantageous poft, and it is now known that the ene~ 
my had a council, fome time ago, upon the expediency 
of pofTefIing it; but the idea was rejected, upon the 
fuppolition that it was impofIible-for a corps to be eft:a~ 
blilhed there in force. Lieutenant Twifs reported this 
hill to have the entire command of the works and buil~ 
dings both of Ticonderoga and Mount Independence, 
at the diftance of about 1400 yards from the former, 
and 1500 from the latter; that the ground might be 
levelltd, fo as to receive cannon, and that the road to 
convey them, though difficult, might be made practi
cable, in twenty-four hours. This hill alfo comman~ 
ded, in reverfe, the bridge of communication, faw the 
exaCt fituation of their vefTds, nor could the enemy, 
during the day, make any material movement or pre~ 
paration, without being difcovered, and even having 
their numbers coullted. 

It was determined that a battery fhould be raifed on 
. Slllgar-Hill for light twenty-four pounders, medium 
twelves, and eight-inch howitzers. This very ardu
ous work was carried on fo rapidly, that the battery 
iwould have been ready the next day. 

It is a duty in this place to do fome juftice to the zeal 
and aCtivity of Major-General Phillips, who had the di-

• reCtion of the operation; and, having mentioned that 
moft valuable officer, I truft it cannot be thought a 

IdigrefIion to add, that it is to his judicious arrange~ 
ments and indefatigable pains, during the general fu
perin tendency of preparation, which Sir Guy Carleton 
entrufted to him in rhe winter and [pring, that the fer
vice is indebted for its prefent forwardnefs. The pre
valence of contrary winds and other accidents having 
rendered it impofIible for any necefTaries, prepared in 
England for the opening of the campaign, yet to reach 
the camp. 

Soon 
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July 6. 

A E PEN D r x. 
Soon after day~lighr, an officer arri9'ed exprefs on

board the Royal George, where in the night I took up 
my quarters as the moll: centrical fituation, with, in
formation from Brigadier Fra[er, that the enemy wa9 
retirinO', and that he· was advanfing with his picquets, 
leaving orders for the br.igade to follow, as [oon as the1 
eould accoutre, with intention to purfue by land. This 
movement was very di[cernible, as were the Britith ca
lours, which the Brigadier had fixed upon the fort of 
Ticonderoga. Knowing how [afely I could truft to 
that officer's condua, I turned my chief attention to 
the purfuit by water, by which route I underftood,one 
eolumn was retiring, in two hundred and twenty ba
teaux, covered by five armed galleys. 

The great bridge of communication, through which 
a way was to be opened, was fupporred by twenty.twa 
funl,en piers of l~rge.timber, at neatly equal diftan. 
ces; the fpace between was made of feparare fioltlBj 
each about fifty f~et long, and twelve feet wide, ftrong. 
]y faft-ened together by chains and rivets, and, alfo fff 
tened to the run ken piers. Before this bridge wafa 
boom, made· of very large pieces of timber,· faftened 
together by riveted bolts and double chains, madeof 
iron an inch and a half fquare. 

The gun-boats were inftantly moved forward', and 
the boom and one of the- imermediatC' floats were: cut 
with great dexterity: a.nd difpatch, and Commodore 
Lutwidge, with the'officers and [eamen in his depart:. 
ment, partaking the general animation, a paffage was 
~orme~ in half ~n hour for the frigates alfo, throogh 
ImpedHr.ents which the enemy had been labouring to 
con6cc-:: finee laft autumn. . 

During this operation, Major General Reidefel had 
paffed to Mount Independence, with the corps, Brey· 
man, and part of the left wing. He was direaed ta 
proceed by land, to fui1:ain Brigadier Frafer, or to aa 
more to the 1c:ft if he faw it expedient fo to do. i 

The 
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'The 62d regiment, Bfitifh, and the Brunfwic re~ 
giment of Prince Frederick. were ftationed at Ticon
deroga and Mount Independence, in the place of the 
parties of Frafer's brigade which had been left in pof
feillon of the artillery and ftores; and the rcft of the 
army was ordered to follow up the river as they could 
be collected~ without regard to the place in the line. 

About three in the afternoon I arrived, "vith the 
Royal George and Inflexible, and the beft failioO' 
gun-boats, at Somh Bay, within three miles of Skenef
borough, at which latter place the enemy were pofted 
in a ftockaded fort, and their armed gallies in the 
falls below. 

The foremoft regiments. viz. the 9th, 20th, and 
!a 1ft, were immediately difembarked, and afcended 
the mountains with the intention of getting behind 
the fort and cutting off the retreat of the enemy; but 
their precipitate flight rendered this manreuvre inef
fectual. The gun-boats and frigates continued their 
courfe to Skenefborough Falls, where the armed vef
fels were pofted. Captain Carter, with part of his. 
brigade of gun-boats, immediately attacked, and 
with fo much fpirit, that two of the veffels very [oon 
ftruck; the other three were blown up; and the e
~emy, having previou!1y prepared combuftible mate
rials, ret fire to the fort, mills, ftorehoufes, bateaux, 
~c. and retired with the detachment left for that pur
pofe, the main body having gone off when the troops 
were afcending the mountain. A great quantity of 

.p.rovifions and fame arms were here contumed, and 
mQft of their officers' baggage was burnr, funk, or ta
ken. Their 10fs is not known; about 30 prifoners 
were made, among which were two wounded offi
cers. 

During thefe operations upon the right, Brigadier 
General Frafer conrinued his purfuit to Caftletown (ill 
ont o'clock, having marched, in a- very hot day, 

from 
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from four o'clock in the morning till that time. Saine 
firagglers of the enemy were p!cked up, from whom 
the Brigadier learned, that their rear guard was com
pofed of chofen men, and commanded. by Colonel 
Francis, one of their beft officers. DUring the time 
that the men were refrefhing, Major General Reidefel 
came up, and, arrangements for. con.tinuing the pur
fuit having been concerted, BrJg~dler Frafer moved 
forward again, and during th: night lay. upon his 
arms, in an advantageous fituauon, three miles nearer 
the enemy. 

lth July. At three in the morning he renewed his march, and 
about five his advanced fcouts difcovered the enemy's 
centries, who fired their pieces and joined the main 
body. The Brigadier, obferving a commanding 
ground to the left of his light infantry, immediately 
ordered it to be poffeffed by that corps; and, a con
fiderable body of the enemy attempting the fame, they 
met. The enemy were driven back to their original 
poft; the advanced guard, under Major Grant, was 
by this time engaged, and the grenadiers were ad
vanced to fuftain them and to prevent the right flank 
from being turned. The Brigadier remained on the 
left, where the enemy long defended themfelves by 
the aid of logs and trees; and, after being repulfed, and 
prevented getting to the Caftletown road, by the grena
diers, they rallied and renewed the action; and, upon 
a ftcond repulfe, attempted their retreat by Pitsford 
Mountain. The grenadiers fcrambled up a part of 
that afcent, appearing almoft inaccdl1ble, and gained 
the fummit before them, which threw them into can
fufion. They were frill greatly fuperior in numbers, 
and confequently in extent; and the Brigadier, in 
momentary expectation of the Brunfwickers, had la
terally ~r~wn from his left to fupport his right. At 
thiS critical moment, General Reidefel, who had 
preffed on, upon hearing the firing, arrived with the 

foremoft 
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foremoll: of his columns, viz. the chaIreurs company 
and eighty grenadiers and light infantry. His judge
ment immediately ppinted to him the courfe to take; 
he extended upon Brigadier Frafel's left flank. The 
chaIreurs got into action with great gallantry under 
Major Barner. They fled on all [ides, leaving dead 
upon the field Colone! Francis and many other offi
cers, with upwards of 200 men; above 600 were 
wounded, moll: of whom perifbed in the woods at
tempting to get off; and one colonel, feven cap
tains, ten fubalterns, and 210 men, were made pri
foners; above 200 itands of arms were alfo taken. 

The number of the enemy before the engagement 
amounted to 2000 men. The Britifh detachment 
under Brigadier General Frafer (the parties left the 
day before at Ticonderoga not having been able to 
join) confiited only of 850 fighting men. 

The bare relation of fo fignal an action is fufficient 
for its praiCe. Should the attack againfr fuch inequa
lity of numbers, before the German brigade came 
up, fcem to require explanation, it is to be confider. 
ed, that the enemy might have efcaped by delay ~ 
,that the advanced guard on a fudden found them
felves too near the enemy to avoid action without re
treating; and that Brigadier Frafer had fuppofed the 
'German troops to be very near. The difference of time 
in their artival was merely accidental, The Germans 
pufued for a !hare in the glory, and they arrived in 
time to obtain it. I have only to add, that the exer
tions of Brigadier Frafer on this day were but a conti
nuance of that uniform intelligence, aEtivity, and 
bravery, which dill:inguilh his character upon all oc
cafions, and entitle him to be recommended in the 
moll: particular manner to ,his. Majell:y's favour. ' 

The office·rs and loldiers of this brigade have. pre
vented any dill:inctions of individuals by a general and 
equal difplay of fpirit, 

c The 

xxxiii 



xxxiv A.PPENDIX~ 

The country people about Skenefborough having 
reported that part of the enemy were ftill retreating, 
the 9th regiment was detached, with orders to take 
poft near Fort Anne and obferve the enemy's mo. 
tions. This was effected, but with great difficulty, 
as the roads were almoft impraCl.icable and the brid
ges broken. The other troops were employed all that 
day and night in dragging fifty batea~~ over the car· 
rying-place at Wood Creek, to faCIlitate the move
ment of the reft of the firft brigade to F()rt Anne to 
difiodge the enemy. 

8th July. A report was recdved from Lieutenant Colonel 
Hill (9th regiment) that the enemy had been rein
forced in the night by a conliderable body of frelb 
men; that he could not retire with his regiment be. 
fore them, but he would maintain his ground. The 
two remaining regimellts of the firO: brigade were or
dered to quicken their march, and upon fecond in
telligenc!! of the enemy, and firing being heard, the 
20th regiment was orderep forward with twO pieces 
of artillery, and Major Gel]er!!l Phillips was felltto 
take the command. A violent ftorm 9f rain, whicb 
lafted the whole day, prevented the troops from get. 
ting to Fort Anne fo foon as was intended; but the 
delay ga1(e the 9th regiment an oPPQrtunity of diltin
guilhing ~hemfelves.· by ftanding and (epulfing an at
tack of fix times their nUqJber. The enemy, finding 
,the pofition not to be forced in front, endeavoured to 
turn it; ancl, from the fuperiority of their numbers, 
that inconvenience wl\S't9.be apprehended; and Liell
tenant CoJQnel Hill fOl,lnd it neceffary to change his 
pofitian in the height of aCtion. So critical an order 
was executed by the regiment with the utmoft fieadi
nefs and bravery. The epemy, after an attack of 
three hours, were. totally repulied, and fled toward 
Fort Edward, fetting ~re to Fort Anne, but leaving 

a fa1lt~ 
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a raw-mill and a block-h~ufe in good repair, which 
were afterwards pofTefTed by the king's troops. 

The 9th regiment acquired; during their expedi. 
tion, about thirty prifoners, fame flares and baggage, 
and the colours of the 2d Hampfhire regiment. 

xxxv 

One unlucky accident happ'ened, to counterba
lance in fame degree thlll fuccers,. Captain Montgo
mery, an officer.of great merit, was wounded early 
in the action, and was in the ael: of being drefTed Ii, 
the furgeon when the regiment changed ground; be. 
ing unable to help himletf, .he ,and the furgeon ",ere 
taken prifoners. I {ince hear he has been. well treated, 
and is in a f:tir way of recovery at Albany. 

The army, very mlfch fatigued, (many parts of it 9th and 
having wanted their provifiOllS for two days, almoft lothJuly. 
the whole their tents and baggage,) afTembled in their 
prefent pofition. The right '!\'ing C!ccupies the heights 
of Skendborough in two lines; the right flank to the 
mountains, covered by the regiment of Reidefel's 
dragoons, en poUnce; the left to the Wood Creek. 

The Brunfwick tT00l.'s u'nder Major General Reide. 
{el upon CaRletown River, with Breyman's corps up
on the communication of roads leading to Putney and 
Rutland, the regiment, of HefTe Hanau, are pofted 
at the head of Eaft Creek, to preferve the communi. 
cation with t-he camp at Caftletown river and recure 
the bateaux. 

Brigadier Frafer's cor,ps is in the center, and ready 
to move on either wing of the army. 

The fcattered remains of the enemy are at Fort 
Edward, on the Hudfon's River, where they have 
been joined, as I am informed, by General Putnam 
with a confiderable corps offrefh troops. 

Roads are opening for the army to march to them 
by Fort Anne, and the Wood Creek is clearing of 
fallen trees, fUll'ken fiones, and other obLl:acIes, to 
&ive palfage to bateaux for carrying artillery, nores, 

G ~ provifions, 
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provifions, and ca~p equipage. There are laborious 
works,but the fplrlt and zeal of the troops are fulli
cient to furmollnt them. Some little time muft alfo 
be allowed for the fupplies of provifions to over,tak,c 
us. In the mean time all pollible diligence i~ u,\ing a~ 
Ticonderoga to get the gun-boats, provifion.veffels, 
and a proper quantity of bateaux, into Lake George. 
A corps of the army will be ordered to penetrate by 
that route, which will afterwards be the route fortbe 
magazines; and a junCtion of the whole is 'intended 
at Fort Edward. 

I tranfmit to your Lordfhip herewith, returns oftbe 
killed and wounded, and lifts of fuch parts of provi
fions and ftores, taken from the enemy, as could be 
colleCted in fo ilioct a time. . 

I have the honour to be, with the greateR: refpeCl'; 

.Your Lordiliip's, &c. 

No. VIIl. Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General 13urgoyne ta 
Lord George Germaine, dated Skendboroqgb"J)lly 
II, 1777. 

1\1Y LORD, 
[Private.] . 

H A V I N G given your Lordlhip.a det;lil, in my 
public letter of this date, of the late tranfaCl:ions,.1 
/lOW do myfelf the honour to flate to your Lordthip 
fu~h circllmftan~es ~s appear to me more proper for a 
private commun\catlon. 

Mr. Peters and Mr.]efTup, who came over to Ca
nada Jall: autumn, and propored to raife battalions, 
one from the neighbourhood of Albany, the oth~r 
from Charlotte county~ are confident of fuecers as 
the army advances. Their battalions are now in em
bryo, ?~~ very. promifing; they have fought, and 
with lJ:·lfIt. SIr Guy Carleton has given me blank 
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commiffions {or the officers to fill up occaGonallv ; 
and the agredne nt with them is, that the com_ 
miffions are'nor to be fo:e'ffettive till two thirds of the 
battalions are raifed;-' .Sbine Ilundteds of men, a third 
part of them with arms,' 'have joined me fince I per.e
(rated this place, profeffing themfelves loyalill:s, and 
wifhing to ferve, fom·eto the end of the war, fome 
for the campaign. Though I am without inftruc
tions upon this fubject, I have not hefitated to re
ceive them, and, as fall: as companies can be formed, 
I lhall poll: the officers tiII a decifion can be made up
on the meafure by my fuperiors. I mean to employ 
them particularly upon detachments for keepina the 
country in awe and procuring cattle. Thei~ real 
ufe I e.xpec1 will be great in the prefervation of the 
national troops; but the impreffion which will be 
caufed upon public opinion, fhould provincials be 
feen acting vigorou!1y in the caufe of the King, will 
be yet more advantageous, and I [rult fully jultify 
the expence., 

The manifell:o" of which I enelofed your Lordfhip 
a copy in my laft dilpatches, and herewith fend a du
plicate, has great e(feEt where the coumry is not in 
the power of rhe rebels; where it is, the committees 
turn all their efforts to counteraCt it. They watch or 
imprifon all furpeCted perlons, compel the people in 
general to t'lke arms, and [0 drive the cattle, a'lJ to 
'burn the corn, under penalty of immediate l!~~'h. 
Great numbers have been hanged. Should [he.e 
wretches fucceed to make a delere of the (ounn} by 
fire and maifacre, it will at lean: be a pleaCing ,~H"c'
tion, thar, while advantages are r<:aped from the cle
ment part of ehe manifelto, they, and not the King's 
troops, are the executioners ot ItS threats .. 

Your Lordlhip will have oblerved I have made no 
mention of the Indians in the purfuit from TIconde
roga. It is not polflbJe to draw them in ma'y rei:' 
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peCls from the plunde~. o~ thatplaee,. a~d ~,~pn6de~'; 
tially acknowledg~, thIS .,lS ,'lot the,oniy. ~nlla;nce III 

whi, h I have foun~ Ji41~ more th,\n ~ Dame.. If, un. 
der the manaaement of their. <;onductors, they are in. 
dulged, for i;terefted reafons, in all ~he capfic~s and 
humours of fpoiled children, like them tht;y .grow 
more unreafonable and impo,r;tunate upon every new fa. 
vour. Were they left to themfelves, enormities too 
horrid to think of would enfue: guilty and innocent, 
women and infants, would be a common prey. 

This. is the character of the lower Canadian In. 
dians, who alone have been with the army hitherto. 
J am informed the Outawas, and other, remote na. 
tions, who are within two days march of joining me, 
are more brave and more tractable; that they profers 
war, not pillage. They are under the directions of a 
M. St. Luc, a Canadian gentleman of honour and 
parts, and one of the beft partizans the French had 
laft war, and of one Langlade, the very man who 
projected and executed, with thefe very nations, the 
,jefeat of General Braddock. My firft intention was 
to turn this whole corps to the Connecticut imme
diately, to force a fupply of provifions, to intercep~ 
reinforcements, and to confirm the jealoufy I have in 
many ways endeavourt:d to excite in the New-England 
provinces: but, finding that the enemy are labou.r. 
ing to remove their magazines from Forts George and 
Edward, and every where de/hoying the roilds, and 
preparing to drive and burn the cOllntry towards AI. 
bany, I have determined to employ _them~ to pre. 
venrl if pollible, by their terror, the continuance of 
thofe operations. And, after arriving at. Albany, 
they may be employed tp renew the alilrm towards 
Connecticut and Bonon. 
, Your Lordfilip will- pardon me if I a little lament, 
that my orders do not give me the latitude I ventu
,ed to propofe, in my original project for t,he c~nl-

palgn, 
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paign, to make a real effort inftead of a feint upon 
New, England. As things have turned out, were [ 
at liberty to march in force immediately by my left, 
inltead of my right, I Ihould have little doubt of fub
duing, before winter, the provinces where the rebel
lion originated. 

If my late letters reach Mr. Howe, I ftill hope this 
plan may be adopted from Albany; in the mean 
while my utmolt exertions Ihall continue, accordin'" 
to my inftruCi:ions, to force a junction. b 

I have fent fome Indians through the woods, in the 
hope of their reaching St. Leger with the aCCOunt of 
my progrefs: now is the critical time for his pulh up
on the Mohawk. I have certain intelligence that all 
the country round Fort Stanwix is in alarm; but I 
imagine it proceeds from the appearance of fame fa
vages detached by Colonel Butler, not apprehending 
St. Leger can be got quite fo forward. 

xxxix 

Camp near Saratoga, AugUJl20, 1777. Second 
No.VIII. 

<£0 Lord George Germaine •. 

My LOrtD, 
IN my lafi difpatch (a duplicate of which will be 

inclofed herewith) I had the honour to inform your 
Lordlhip of the proceedings of the army under my 
command to the 30th of July. 

From that period to the 15th of Auguft every pom
ble meafure was employed to bring forward bateaux, 
provifions, and ammunition, from Fort George to 
the firfi navigable part of Hudfon"s River, a diltance 
of eighteen miles, the roads in fome parts fieer, and 
in others wanting great repair. Of the horfes, fur
nilhed by contract in Canada, not more than a third 
part was yet arrived. The delay was not imputable 

. to neglect, but to the natural accidt:nts attending fa 
long 
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long and intricate a combination. of land and water 
carriage. Fifty team of oxen, wh!ch had been collec. 
ted in the country through whIch I had marched, 
\\ere added to affift the tranfport; but thefe ref our
ces together were found far inadeq~ate to the p~rpo. 
fes of feedin a the army and formmg a magazine at 
the fame ti~e. Exceeding heavy rains augmented 
the impediments: it was often neceff"ary to employ 
ten or t",dYe oxen upon a fir'gle bateau; and, after 
the utmoft exertions for the fifteen days above ftat~d. 
there were not above four days l'rovifion before hand, 
nor above ten bateaux in the river. 

Intelligence had reached me, that Lieutenant Co. 
lonel St. Leger was before Fort Stanwix, which was 
defended. The main army of the enemy oppofed to 
me was at Stillwater, a place between Saratoga and 
the mouth of the Mohawk. 

A rapid movement forward appeared to be of the 
Ulmofl: conlequence at this period. The enemy could 
110t have proceeded tip the Mohawk without putting 
themfelves between two fires, in cafe Colonel St. Le
ger ihould haye fucceeded, and at beft being cut off 
by my army trom Albany. They muft either, there
fore, have Hood an action, have fallen back towards 
Albany. or have paffed the HuMan's River, in order 
to f~cure a retreat to New England, higher up. 
WhIch ev~r of thefe mea[ures they had taken, fo that 
the King's army had been enabled to advance, Colonel 
St. Leger's operations would have peen affifred, a 
junction with him probably fecured, ancl the whole 
country of the Mohawk opened. To maintain the 
j:ommtl~ication with Fort George during fuch a move:
Jllent, 10 as to be fupplied by daily degrees at a dif~ 
tance continl!ally i~creafing. was an obvious impoffi, 
bility. The army "Vas much too weak to h~ve afford. 
~d a chain of pofts. Efcorts for every [eparate: tranf
pm would h~ve been a frill gre~ter drain; nor coul4 
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llny have been made fo {hong as to force their way 
through fuch pofitions as the enemy might take in 
one night's march from the White Creek, where theY' 
had a numerous militia. Had the enemy remained 
fupine, through fear, or want of comprehending fo 
palpable an advantage, the phyfical impoffibility of 
being fupplied by degrees from Fort George was frill 
in force, becaufe a new neceffity of land carriage for: 
nine miles arifes at Stillwater; and, in the proportion 
that carriages had been brought forward to that place, 
the tranfport mufr have ceafed behind. 

The alternative, therefore, was fhort: either to 
relinquifh the favourable opportunity of advancing 
upon the enemy, or to attempt other re[ources of 
fupply. ' 

It is well known that the enemy's fupplies in live cat. 
tie, from a large traCt of country, paffed by the route of 
Manchefrer, Arlington, and other parts of the Hamp. 
fhire Grants, to Benington, in order to be occalionally 
conveyed thence to the main army. A large depolit of 
corn and of wheel carriages was alfo formed at the 
fame place, and the u[ual guard was militia, though 
it varied in numbers from day to day. A fcheme was 
formed to furprife 8eningwn. The poffeffion of the cat· 
tIe and carriag~s would certainly have enabled the ar
my to leave their difrant magazines, and to have aCted 
with energy and difpatch; luccefs would alfo have 
anfwered many fecondary purpores. 

Lieut. Col. Baume, an officer well qualified for the 
undertaking, was fixed upon to command. He had 
under him 200 difmounted dragoons of the regiment of 
lleidefel, Captain Frarer's markfmen, which were the 
only Britifh, all the Canadian volunteers, a party of 
the Provincials who perfectly knew the country, 100 

Indians, and two light pieces of cannon; the whole 
detachment amounted to about 500 men. The in
Jlr4~ions were pofitive, to keep the regular corps pof-

. ted, 
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ted, while the light" troops felt their' way, and not tl) 

incur the dang~r of being furrounded, or having are. 
treat cut off. 

In order to facilitate this operation, and to be! read't 
to take advantage of its fuccefs, the army moved up 
the eaft fhore of Hudfon's River. On the 14th, a 
brido-e was formed of rafts, over which the advanced 
corp~ paffed and encamped at Saratoga. Lieutenant. 
Colonel Breyman's corps were pofted near Batten. 
Kill; and, upon intelligence, from Colonel Baume, 
that the enemy were ftronger at Benn.ington than ex
pected, and were aware of his attack, that corps, can· 
fiftino- of the Brunfwic grenadiers, light-infantry, and 
chaff~urs, were fent forward to fuftain him. 

It fince appears, that Lieutenant-Colonel Baume, 
not having been able to complete his march undifco. 
vered, was joined at a place called Sancoix-Mills, abodt 
four miles fhort of Bennington, . by many people pro. 
feffing themfelves to be Loyalifts. A provincial gentle. 
man of confidence, who had been rent 'with the de'· 
tachment, as knowing the country aod the character 
of the inhabitants, Vias fo incautious as to leave at Ii. 
berty fuch as took the oath of al1egiante. 

His credulity and their profligacy caufed the lirlt 
mi5fortune. Colonel Baume was induced to proceed 
without fufficient knowledge of the ground. His de~ 
fign was betrayed; the men who had taken the oaths 
were the firft to fire upon him: he was ~ttacked on all 
fides; he fhewed great perfonal courage, but was over· 
powered by numbers. 

During this time Lieutenant.Colonel Breyman was 
upon the march through a heavy rain; and fuch were 
the other impediments ftated in that officer's report, of 
bad roads, tired horfes, difficulties in paffing artillery, 
carriages, &c. that he was from eight in the morning 
of the 15th to four in the afrernoon of the followil'lQ 
day making about twenty-four miles. 

He 
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•. He engaged, fOlilght gallantly, and drove the enemy 

from three feveral. heights; but was too late to fuccour 
Colonel B~ume, who was made prifoner, and a confi
derable part ofhis dragoons were killed or taken. The 
failure of ammunition. from the accidental breaking to 
pieces of a tumbril, unfortunately obliged Lieutenant
Colonel Breyman to retire conquering troops, and to 
leave behind two pieces of cannon, betides two which 
had been loft by Lieutenant.Colonel Baume. The In
dians madr good their retreat from the lirl1: affair, as 
did Captain Frafer. with part of his company, and ma
ny of the Provincials and Canadians. 

The lofs, as at prefent appears, amounts to about 
400 men, killed and taken in both actions, and twen
ty.fix officers, moll:ly prifoners; but men who were 
difperfed in the woods drop in daily. A correCl: re
turn 1ha1l be tranfmitted to your Lordfhip the lirft op-
portunity. . 

This, my Lord, is a true flare of the event. I have 
not dwelt upon errors, becaufe, in many inftances. 
they were counterbalanced by fpirit. The enemy will 
of courfe find matter of parade in the acquifition of four 
pieces of cannon; but, that apart, they have fmall 
caufe of exultation, their lofs, in killed and wounded. 
being more than double to ours, by the confeman of 
their prifoners and deferters, and of many inhabitants 
who were witneffes to the burial of their dead. 
. The chief fubjeCl: of regret on our fide, after that 
Which any lofs of gallant men naturally occafions, is 
the difappointment of not obtaining live cattle, and the 
lofs of time in bringing forward the magazines. 

This heavy work is now nearly completed, and a 
new bridge of boats is thrown over tbe Hudfon's Ri
ver, oppotite to Saratoga, the former one of rafts ha
ving been carried away by the fwell of water after the 
late continual rains. When enabled to move, nothing 
wit!}in my fcale of tal~nt 1haU pe left unattempted to 

fulfil 
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fulfil his MajeRy's orders; and I hope ciroutnftances 
will be fuch, that my endeavours may be, in fome de
gree. affiRed by the co-operation of the ar.my unde.r 
Sir William Howe. . . - . 

I have the honour to be. wi\h great refpeCl:, 

Your Lordlhip's moR obedient 

And moR humble [ervant. 

(Signed.) J. BUR GOY N E.· 

No. IX. Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne " 
Lord George Germaine, dated Camp, near Saratoga, 
AuguR 20, 1777. 

My LORD, 
[Private.] 

I NEED not enlarge upon the concern I have in 
communicating any finif1:er events. I am perfuaded 
your Lordfhip will give me credit for partaking every 
fentiment that your Lordlhip, or any other man war· 
med with princip!e and zeal in this conteR, can feel. 

In regard to the affair of S;.intcoick, I h .. ve only to 
add to the public account, that, if ever there was a Ii. 
tuation to juRify enterprize and exertion, out of the 
beaten track of military fervice, it was that in which I 
found myfelf. Had I fucceeded, I Ihould have effeCted 
a junction with St. Leger, and been now before Alba. 
ny. And I flatter myrelf, I need only mention thofe 
views, to lhew, that, in hazarding this expedition,. 
had the foundeft principles of military reafoningon my 
fide, viz. that the advantages to be expeCted fromfac. 
cefs were, in a great degree, fuperior to the evils that 
could attend mifcarriage. The fecondary purpofest 
[0 which I alluded in the public letter, were to try the 
affeCtions of the country, to complete the Provincial 

C()rps, 

• The letter that fa!lows, No. IX. is alfo maceriaJly referabl~ 
to No. VIlI. 
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corps, many recruits for which were unable to efcape 
from their villages without a force to encourage and 
proteCl: them, and to diftraCl: the councils of tht: enemy, 
by. continuing their jealoufy towards New-England. 

Major-General Reidefel has prelred upon me repea
tedly the mounting his dragoons; the men were animated 
with the fame delire, and I conceived it a moft favou
rable occafion to give into their ideas and folicitations, 
.becaule, in exerting their zeal to fulfil their favourite 
purpofe, they neceffary would effeCl: the greater purpore 
of my own. The reft of the troops were fdeCl:ed from 
iuch 'as would leaft weaken the folid ftrength of the ar
my, in cafe ofill fuccefs; and I thought it expedient to 
make a little trial of. the Provincials and Canadians, 
before I might have occafion for them in more' impor-
tant aCl:ions. . 
. The original detachment could not hll.Ve been made 
Jarger without'opening roads, and other preparations 
of time, nor Ihould I have thought it jullifiable to ex
pofe the beft.troaps to lofs upon a collateral action. Had 
my inllructions been followed, Gr could Mr. Breyman 
have marched at the rate of two miles an hour, any given 
twelire hours out'Df the two and thirty, fuccefs would 
probably have eofned; misfortune would certainly 
llave been avoided. I did not think it prudent, in the 

. prerent cri/is, to mark thefe circumftances to the public 
fo Ilronglyas Ida in confidence to your Lordlhip; but 
I rely, and I will venture to fay [ expect, becaufe I 
think juftice will warrant the expeCl:ation, that while, 

.for the fake of public harmony, that necelTary princi
ple for conduCl:ing nice and laborious fervice, I colour 
~he faults of the execution, your Lordfhip will, in 

.your goodnefs, be my advocate to the King and to the 
world, in vindication of the plan. 

The confequences of this affair, my Lord, have lit
tle effect upon the ftrength or fpirits of the army; but 
the profpetl: of the campaign, in other refpetts, is far 

lefs 
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lefs pro[perous than whe!1 I ",:rote lafr. In fpite ofSb 
Leger'S vittory, Fort Seanwlx holds out obftinateiy. 
I am afraid the expeCtations of Sir J. Johnfoil greatly 

-fail in the riling of the cOl1ntr~. On this fide I fil)d 
dailv realon to doubt the fincenty of the refolution of 
the profeffing loyalifis. I have about 400, but not 
half of them armed who may be depended upon; the 
rell: are trimmers merely aB:uated' by intereft. The 
are~t bulk of the country is undoubtedly with the Con. 
grers. in principle and zeal;. and their meafures are ex· 
ecuted with a fecrecy and dlfpatch that are not to be 
equalled. Wherever the King's forces point, militia, 
to the amount of three or four thoufand, alfemble ill 
twenty-four hours; they bring with them their fubHf. 
tence, &c. 'and. the alarm over,. they return to their 
farms. The Hamplhire Grants. in particular, a 
country un peopl'ed. and almoll: u'nknown the lall: war. 
vow abounds in ·tha moll: aB:ive and moil: rebellious 
race of the. continent, and hangs like a gathering ftor.m 
upon my left. In all parts, the induftrlLand manag~ 
ment, in driving.cattle and removing corn, are ind~fa
tigable and certain; and it becomes impracticable to 
move· without. I10rtable magazines. Another moll: em· 
barraffing circumftance is the want of communication 
with Six WilJiam.Howe; of the meffengers IhlLve 
fent,. I know-ef two being hanged, and am igJlloral1t 
whether any of the' reil: arrived. The fame fate has 
probably attended thofe difpatched by Sir William 
Howe; for only one letter is come to hand, informing 
met hat his attention is for Pennfylvania; that Walhing. 
ton has detached;Sullivan, with 2500 men, to Alba
ny; that Putnam is in the Highlands with 4000 men. 
That, after my arrival at Albany, the movements of 
the enemy mull: guide mine; but that he wilhed the 
enemy. might be driven out of the province, before.> any 
operation took. place againfi the ConneCticut; that Sir 
Henry Clinton remained in the command in the neig.\\. 

bourhood 
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bourhood of New-York, and wQ.ulcl. aCl: as occurrences 
might direC1:. 

No operation, my Lord, has yet been undertaken 
in my favour; the Highlands have not even been 
threiltened. The coniequence is, that Putnam has de
tached two brigades to Mr. Gates, who is now ftrono-Iy 
pofted near the mouth of the Mohawk-River, with ban 
army fuperior to mine in troops of the Congrefs, and 
as many militia as he pleafes. He is likewili: far from 
being deficient in artillery, having received all the pie
ces that were landed from the French !hips which got 
into Bollon. 

Had I a latitude in my orders, I filould think it my 
duty to wait in this pofition, or perhaps as far back as 
Fort Edward, woere my communication with Lake 
George would be perfeCl:ly fecure, till fome event hap
pened to aflift my movement forward; but my orders 
.b~ng pofitive, to "force a junction with Sir William 
Howe,',' I apprehend I am not at liberty to remain in
aCl:ive longer than fha,ll be neceffary to colkCl: twenty
five days provifion, and to receiv,e the reinforcement of 
the additional companies, the German drafts and re. 
cruits, now (and unfortunately, only now) on Lake 
C/lamplain. The waiting the arrival of this reinforce
ment is of indifpenfible neceflity; becaufe, from the 
.hour I pafs the Hudfon's river and proceed towards Al
bany, ail fafety of communication ceafes. I muil eX
,peet a large body of the enemy, fro~~n my left, will 
take poft behind me. I have put out of the qucftion 
the waitinglo~ger than the time neceffary for the fore
going purpores; becaufe the attempt, then critical, de
pending on adventure and the fortune that often ac
l;Qmpanies it, and hardly jufiifiable but by orders from 
the fiate, would afterwards be confummately defperate. 
I mean, my Lord, that, by movi~g fooo, though I. 
!bould meet with infurmountable difficulties to my prQ
grefs, I 1hall at leaft have the chance of fighting my 

way 
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way back to Ticonderoga; but the feafon a little' rar~ 
ther advanced, the dill:ance encreafed, and the march 
unavoidably tardy, becaufe furrounded by enemies, a 
retreat might be !hut by impenetrable bars, or the ele· 
ments, and, at the fame time, no poffible means of 
exill:ence remain in the country. 

When I wrote more confidently, I little forefaw that 
I waS'to be left to purfue my way through fuch a tract 
of countr}", and hofts of foes, without any co.operation 
from-New- York; nor did I then think the garrifonofTi. 
conderoga would fall to my !hare alone; a dangerous ex. 
periment would it be to leave that poft in weaknefs, 
and too heavy a drain it is upon the life-blood of my 
force to give it due ftrength. , 

I yet do not defpond. - Should I fucceed in forcing 
my way to Albany, and find that country in a ftate to 
fubfift my army, I !hall think no more of a retreat, 
but at the worft fortify there, and await Sir W. 
Howe's operations. 

Whatever may be my fate, my Lord, I fubmit my 
actions to the breaft of the King, and to the candid 
judgement of my profeffion, when all the motives be. 
come public; and I reft in the confidence, that, what· 
ever decifion may be paffed upon my conduct, my good 
intent will not be queftionecl. 

I cannot clofe fo ferious a letter, without expreffing 
my fullell: fatisfaction in the behaviour and countenance 
of the troops, and my complete confidence, that, in 
all trials, they will do whatever can be expected from 
men devoted to their King and country. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. BUR.GOYNE. 

P. S. Upon re.perufing this Jetter, I am apprehen· 
five that the manner in which I have expreffed myfelf, 
refpecting the reinforcement being only upon Lake 

Champlain, 
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Champlain, may feem ambiguous. - I do not mean to 
impute the delay to any thing but accidents, nor do 
I mean to ~onteft Sir Guy Carleton's reafoning, upon 
not complying with my requifitions to garrifon Ticon
deroga; I only lament it. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lieutenant
General Burgoyne, dated New-York, July the 17th, 
1777· 

DEAR SIR, 

I H A V E received yours of the ferond infrant on 
the 15th; have fince heard from the rebel army of your 
being in poffellon of Ticonderoga, which is a great 
evenl, carried without lif!. I have received your two 
letters, viz. from Plymouth and Q.!lebec, your laft of 
the 14th May, and fhall obferve the contents. There 
is a report of a mtffenger of yours to me having been 
taken, and the letter difcovered in a double wooden 
canteen: you will know if it was of any confequence l 
nothing of it has tranfpired to us. I will obferve the 
fame rules in writing to you as you propofe in your 
letters to me. Wafhington is waiting our motions 
here, and has detached Sullivan, whh about 2500 
men, as I learn, to Albany. My intention is for Penn
fylvania, where I expect to meet Wafhington; but, if 
he goes to the northward, contrary to my expectations, 
and you can keep him at bay, be affured I fhall foon 
be after him to relieve you. 

Afrer your arrival at Albany, the movements of 
the enemy will guide yours; but my wifhes are, that 
the enemy be driven out of this province before any 
operation takes place in Connecticut. Sir Henry 
Clinton remains in the command hete, and will act as 
occurrences may direct. Putnam is in the highlands, 
with about 4000 men. Succefs be ever with you. 

Yours, &c. WILLIAM HOWE. 
D Sir 

No.X. 
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Sir Guy Carleton's Letter.';' 

SIR, ~Iebu, November 1Z, I 777; 
I received your letter of the 2ot~ of 00:ober, with 

your public difpatches, by C~ptaJO CraIg, the 5th 
inl1:ant, and heartily condole with you upon the very 
difaO'reeable accounts they contain; all which I fin
cerely lamented, both on the public account and your 
own. 

This unfortunate event, it is to be hoped. will in 
future prevent minifters from pretending to .direCt 
operations of war, in a country at three thoufand 
miles diftance, of which they have fo little knowledge 
as not to be able to diftinguilh between good, bad, or 
interefted, advices, or to give pofitive orders in mat
ters, which, from their nature, are ever upon the 
change; fo that the expedience or propriety of a 
meafure, at one moment, may be totally inexpedient 
or improper in the next. 

Having given over all hopes of being relieved this 
fall, I determined upon fending home Captain Fay, 
to furnilh his maj~fty's confidential fervants; and my 
fucceffof, with the beft information, in my power, of 
the ftate of affairs in this province, that they may 
form the better judgement of what they have to do. . 

I am, &c. 

Army from Canada under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 

:lotal Rank and File, Ifl of July, 1777. [Sick included.} 
Britilh. 
9th regiment 
20th .,It 
24-th 

47th 

BritHh; Brought 0'" .66"! 
54' 53d - - - - - - 537 
5,8 6.d - - ..,. - - - 54t 
53& Gre~adiers and light~jnfant~y cDIIl.-
52:!: panies from the 29th, 3tft, and 
52 4 34'h, regiments - - - 3>9 

Carried over 2660 

.. !his letter, ;hich 'was never printed before, only regard. 
the VIew ofthe eVIdence, towards the beginning. 
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Brought over 4067 

Left in Canada out of the above 343 

Britilh. Total 37'4 
Germans, ,A Jul:( 37'7 
Left in Canada 7 I I 

For the campaign, Germans 1016 

Regular troops.. Total 0740 
Garrifon left out of the above 

at Ticonderoga. 
Britilh. rank and file 463 
German rolnk and file 448 

9'0 

To force a parr'ge to Albany 5830 
1ft July, Britiih artiJIery - - 257 

Gcrmm artillery' - 100 

nat men, fervants, &c. in the above. 
Recruits under Lleutenotnt Nutt ] 54 
Canadians - - - - 148 
Indians never mere than 500 

Berore Septemb. feU 01F to 90 
Provincials at mafr - 68z 
,ft Of!. no more than 456 

In September the additional com .. 
paniesjoinednear Fort Miller, 

in all - - - - - 30" 

RegulJr~ killed, wounded, and prifoneu. 
III the campaign, 1771-

Kill. Woo ('rif. Tot. 
llritilh. - -- -- __ 

om"" .6 47 '9 
Serjeants IS 33 14 
Drummers 3 5 6 
R. & File 207 549 449 uS 5 

Germans. 
Officers 10 J6 29 
Serjeants IZ 28 !;Q 

Drummers I S ~ '3 
R. &; FIle '4' >25 575 941 

Ii 

Firft Application from Major-General Phillips, relative No. XII. 
to HarJes. Dated Montreal, June 4, 1777-

SIR, 
I TAKE the li~erty of informing your Excellency; 

that .there has, yet been no arrangement made for 
marcning the fielp"artillery by land, /bould the corps 
of troops upon an expedition under your command, 
in the courfe of the campaign, quit the lakes Cham
plain and George, and the rivers. . 
. I have, upon the ftritl:eft information which could 

be procured, reafon to believe, that neither carriages 
n~r horfes will be to be: had nearer than Albany. 
/bould the route of your ilrmy be that way; and, even 
in that country, it will neceifarily require a confidera
ble time before any can be got; all whicli muft ne
ceifarily delay the operations of the campaign, after 
,the redutl:ion of Ticonderoga. I therefore fubmit to 
yuur Excellency's confiderarion, whether horres, and 
fuch ammunition-carriages as may be wanted, /bould 
not be procured for the [ervice.of the campaign, for 
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the field-artillery attached to the corps of troops your 
Excellency is to command this campaign? 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

With the greatell: re[peCl:, 

Your Excellency's moft obedient 

And moll: humble [ervant, 

M. PHILLIPS, Major-General, 
commanding the royal ar. 

His Excellency tillery in Canada. 
Lieutenant.General Burgoyne. 

Copy of a Letter to Major-General Phillips, reJpetling 
Horfes. Dated Montreal, June 4, 1777. 

SIR, 
1 HAVE the honour of your letter of this day's 

date, informing me that no arrangement has yet been 
made for moving the field-artillery by land; and that, 
upon the bell: informacion you can obtain, neither 
carriages nor hor[es can be procured on the other fide 
Lake Champlain nearer than Albany. 

In confequence of this reprefentation, I have to reo 
quell: you, to give in your opinion upon the mode of 
procuring horfes and carriages from this country, 
combining thq' confiderations of difpatch, fufficiency, 
a:conomy towards government; and I willi to know 
the opinion as [oon as pollible. 

I am, with truell: regard, Sir, 

Your obedient humble [ervant, 

J. BURGOYNE, Lieutenant-General. 

Major-Generall'hillips. Ex/ralls 
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Ex/ralls of J..etlers from Major-General Phillips, &c. 

Extraa of a Letter from Major-General Phillips to 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 

Montreal, June 5, 1777. 
I HAVE the honour of your Excellency's letter to 

me of yefterday, in anfwer to one I wrote on the fub
ject of the field-artillery being fupplied with horres, 
&c. &c. 

You are pleafed, Sir, to order me to give an opi
nion upon the mode of procuring horres and car
riages from this country; combining the confideration 
of difpatch, fufliciency, and oeconomy towards go
vernment. 

There are but two modes of procuring horfes for 
the favice, fuppofing the country is not to furnilh 
them upon corvees; [he one is by purchafing of hor
fes upon the account of government, the other by 
contract. 

The firft of thefe modes has always appeared, to 
me, difficult, uncertain, and full of openings for 
every fpecies of impofition, and the expence uncer
tain. - Government muil: truil: various people to buy 
horfes; and, in this country, it will not be pollible to 
procure any perfons who will not immedia'ely pur
fue the views of gaining money to themfelves, with a 
confideration for the King's fervice. Add to this, 
that it wiil become fuch a charge, that many commif
faries muil: be appointed, and various other officers of 
th;.l[ fort, &c. which being a mixture of infpectors 
into the purchales of horles, and neceffarily alfo at 
times the being purcnafers, it will be difficult ever to 
afcertain the price, and fddom that the goodnels of 
harfes can be depended on. 

I have [een, in my [ervice, this mode attempted; 
but it has, to mY' knowledge, failed. I muil: allow, 

D 3 that, 
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that, equId it be carried into execution complete, it 
1';ould be the cheapeft for government: but, taking 
into conGderation the various impofitions which will 
a1ife, and that the [etting out on a plan of this na· 
ture will require a very large fum ~f money., perhaps 
from 20,0001. to 30,000\. to be Intrufted mto vari. 
ous hands, I freely give it as my opinion that it is not 
a perfect plan. The contraCting for.a certain num· 
ber of horb, at a fixed price for the hIre by day, reo 
duces the whole to a very fimple, and therefore gene. 
rally a ct:nain, plan. It depends on the ferting out, 
by making as cheap, as fair, and juft, a bargain, 
On the part of government, as can be: And, being fo 
made. that the military and civil officers do their duo 
ty, by attending to the receiving of horfes only as they 
are fitting for fervice; The contraCtor has his intereft 
fa direCtly conneeled with fulfilling his contract, (as 
upon failure it ceafes,) that he will exert all means to 
do ~t, and the care of government will be, that it be 
done honeftJy and completely. 

I have thus obeyed your Excellency'S orders, and 
given an opinion which I fubmit entirely to YOllr con
fideration. 

Extrall of a Letter to Nathaniel Day, Efq~ CommiJ4?~ 
General, &c. Dated Montreal, 'june 4th, 1777. 

I BEG the favour of you to calculate what num· 
ber ~f hories and ~arriages (fuppofing them fuch as 
are In common ule in Canada) will be f(lfficient for 
conveying, by land, thirty days provifion for 10,000 

men, t.ogtther with ahout 1000 gallons of rum; an~ 
you Wlll pleafe to make me your report as foon as 
poffible, . 

Exfrafl 
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Extrafl of a Letter to Sir Guy Carleton. 

Montreal, June 7, 177 7. 
HA VING had the honour to reprerent to yom ~x

cellency the necellity of being provided with a certain 
number of horfes and carriages for the artillery, vic
tuals, and other indifpenfable purpofes of the army, 
when it flla:ll be obliged to quit the borders of the lakes 
apd rivers; and having underfl:ood from your Excel
Jency that fueh provifion could not be made by the 
ordinary methods of corvee; and that, if propored 
without compulfion upon the country, the effdl: would 
be precarious, dilatory, and expenfive; I have the 
honour now to lay before your Exe~lIcncy propofals 
for contraCts for an expeditious fupply of hodes for 
the artilltry, and 500 carts, with two hurfes each, 
for the other purpofes. 

I am too ignorant of the prices of the country' to 
offer any judgtment upon the realonablenefs of thefe 
propofals; nor have I any long acquaintance with 
Mr. Jordan, or other motive for wi!hing him the 
preference, if other perfons can be found equally ca. 
pabJe, refponfiblr, and expeditious. I have only 
thus far interfered, upon a conviCtion, (after confider
ing rhe route the King's orders direCt, and taking all 
pollible methods of information upon the fupply to be 
expeCted as we proceed,) that to depend upon the 
country altogether would be to hazard the expedition. 

Your Excellency will obferve, that, in order to 
fave the public expence as much as pollible. I have 
reduced this requifition much below what would be 

. adequate for the fervice, and I mean to trull: to the 
refources of the expedition for the rell:: 500 cares will 
barely carry fourteen days provifions at a time, and 
Major-General Phillips means to demand as few hor
fes as pollible, fubjeEt to whatever tuture augmenta
tions future fer vices may requirt:: the pre!em number 

D 4- wanted 
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wAnted will be about 400; there will then remain un
provided for (fof expeditious movement) the tranf
port of bateaux from Lake George to HuMon's River, 
and the carriage of the tents of the army, and many 
other contingencies that I need not trouble your Ex
cellency to point out to you. 

Ex/ran of a Letter to General Harvey. 

Montreal, May 19, 1777. 
yOU have permitted me, as formerly, to write to 

you confidentially. I takt: the firO: conveyance to re
new a correfpondence fa pleafing and honourable to 
myfelf, and that may, in fome cafes, become benefi
cial to the public ftrvice. It !hall never be employed 
but to convey tru'hs, to do jufiice to faas andperfons, 
and t() [ecure myfdf in the continuance of an efteem fo 
valuablt to me as yours, againft appearances and mif
repr, fcntations. 

I have reafon to be exceedingly fatisfied with all that 
has been done, and with molt things that are doing: 
exertions have been made during the winter, which 
was remarkably favourable, ill all the departments, and 
preparations are very forward; thofe that have been 
committed to the directions of General Phillips have 
been executed with a diligence, precifion, and fore· 
fight, !hat entitle him to the fullelt praife. The troops 
are in a {tate of health almoft unprecede-nted, and their 
fpirits and general improvement are equally objeCl:s of 
great pleafure and prornife. To this agreeable repre-
1entation I have the happinefs to add, that Sir Guy 
Carleton has received me, and the orders I brought, in 
a manner that, in my opinion, does infinite honour to 
his public and private charaCter. 

That he !hould have wi!hed for the lead in active 
and important military operations is very natural. 
That he thinks he has [orne eaure of refentment for the· 

general 
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general tenor of treatment he has received from fome 
of the minifters is difcernible; but neither his difap
pointment nor his perfonal feelings operate againft his 
duty; and I am convinced he means to forward the 
King's meafures, entrufred to my hands, with all 
the zeal he could have employed had they refted in his 
own. 

My intention is, during my advance to Ticonde
roga, and fiege of that poil, (for a fiege I apprehend it 
mufr be,) to give all pomble jealoufy on the fide of Can. 
necticut. It J can, by manreuvre, make them furpeCl: 
that, after the reduction of Ticonderoga, my views are 
pointed that way, it may make the Connecticut forces 
very cautious of leaving their own fromiers, and much 
facilitate my progrefs to Albany. I mention this in
tention only to Lord George and yourfelf, and I do it 
left, from any intelligence of my motions that 
may reach England indirectly, it /houldbe fuppofed 1 
have fuff"ered myfelf to be ciiverted from the main ob
jeCl: of my orders. The King and his Majefty's minif
ters may reft alfured, that, whatever demonftrations I 
may endeavour to impofe upon the enemy, I /hall re
ally make no movement that can procraftinate my pro-
grefs to Albany. . 

One thing more occurs. I had the furprife and mor
tification to find a paper handed about at Montreal, 
publilhing the whole delign of the campaign, almoft 
as accurately as if it had been copied from the Secre
taryof Statt's let(er. My own caution has been ruch, 
that not a man in my own family has been let into the 
fee ret. Sir Guy Carleron's, I am confident, has been 
equal; I am therefore led to doubt whether Imprudence 
has not been committed from private letters from Eng
land, and wi/h you would afk my friend D'Oyley, 
to whom my very affeCl:ionate compliments, whether 
there is any perfon within the line of minifrerial com
munication that he can fufpeCl: to be fa unguarded? 

It 
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It is not of great confequence here, except as far as :-e:; 
gards St. L~ger'~ expedition; but. fuch a trick may be 
of moft prejudicial confequence In other cafes, and 
fhould be guarded againft • . . 

Extraft of a Letter to General Harvey. 

Camp on the River Bouquet, near 
Lake Champlain, ]unC22, 1777. 

I HAVE had to contend againft wet weather that 
rendered the roads almoft impraB:icable at the carry
ing places, and confequentiy the paffage of theba
teaux, &c. exceedingly dilatory; befides a great deal 
of contrary wind. Indeed, the cambit1atinn of .bind 
and water movement, ·bad roads, inaCtivity, and fome. 
times difobedience in the country, and a thoufand other 
difficulties anJ acciden es, unknown in other fetvices, 
difconcert all arrangements. I do not mention this 
upon my own account, as I do not hold myf('lf terpon~ 
fible for delays within the province of <;;anada; but I 
mention it t(} do juftice to others, who, I really th'iIik, 
have infinite merit in overcoming the obftruCl:ions we 
have met with, and who ought to be juftified agaiftft 
fame acquaintances of yours and mine, who travel a
crofs a map very faft, and are very free in their com-

, ments, when others, who have ten times their knowledge 
and refources, do not anf wer their prediCtions and ex-, 
peCtations. 

I have been exceedingly dilheffcd in regard to the 
brigadiers of this army. Sir Guy Carleton, the day I 
to.ok leave of him, put into my hands an extract of a 
letter from the Secretary of War, approving the ap
pointment of thofe gentlemen, but obferying; that 
whenever any of them fhould lead their brigades out of 
the provinc~ 0/ Canada, in order to join the troops under 
Genera! Howe, there would be a needlity for their com
mand ceafing as brigadiers, &c. 

Were 
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. Were this to be put in execution, according to the 
letter of the order and the geographical limits of Canada, 
and fuppofing Major-General Phillips at the fame time 
to be employed folely in the artillery, I lhould find 
myfelf at the head of an army to undertake a fiege, 
and afterwards purfue objeCts of importance, and 
poffibly of time, wichout a fingle intermediate Britifil 
officer between the lieutenant-general, commanding 
fro tempore in chief, and a lieutenant-colonel. It 
would be prepofterous and impertinent in me to fay 
one word more to you, as an officer, upon the impof
fibility of methodifing or conduCting fuch an army with 
fuch a total deficiency of flair. Had Lord Barrington 
condefcended to have communicated his intentions to 
me in London, I think I could have convinced him of 
the impropriety. As it is, I mull: conclude that the 
fpirit of the order goes only to prevent thole gentle
men bearing a higher rank and pay than renior lieute
nant-colonels ferving in the fame army; and that there
fore there can be no fault in keeping it dormant till the 
junCtion takes place. In other words, I look tlpOfl 
mine to be the Canada army till fuch time as I am in 
communication with General Howe, fo as to make 
part of his force, and confequently, without meafuring 
degrees north and fouch, thal the arrangements made 
in Canada, and approved of by the King, remain in 
force till that time. 

I am perfuaded, my dear General, you will fupport 
me in this liberty, if fuch it is to be called, not only zs 
the abfolute order and method of the fervice depends 
tlpOn it, but alfo to avoid to th~fe gentlemen, who 
have really areat merit, the vexation ar.d the ridicule 
of being deprived of their rank and pay in the hour 
of that very [ervice, with a view to ~vhlch their ap
pointmen~ was originally made. I thlOk I can anf~er. 
that, the Junction made, and the reafons for revmtng 

to 
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to their forrmer ranks become obvious, they will fub. 
mit to his Majefty's pleafure without a murmur. 

Extratl 0/ a Letter from Lieutenant-GenerAl Burgoyne 
10 General Harvey. 

Head-ftuarters, Skenejborougb, July II, 1777. 

THE mere compliment of fervice I have given to 
the troops in orders, and in the relation defigned for 
the Gazette, is not doing them fufficient juftice. It 
is a duty in me farther, through you, and I know I 
fhall impofe a plealing talk on you, to affure the King 
that their behaviour is as uniformly good in the camp 
as in aCtion. 

After what I have publicly mentioned of Frafer, I 
am fure I need not prefs you in his favour. I cannot 
but feel confident in the hope that his Majefty's grace 
will find its way through all obftacles to prevent fa 
difcouraging a circumftance as the return of this gallant 
officer to the mere duty of lieutenant-colonel, at the 
head of one battalion, after having given afcendancy to 
the King's troops, and done honour to his profeffion, 
by the moft fpirited aCtions in critical periods of two 
fucceffive campaigns. 

You will obferve, Sir, both in the public letter and 
in the order of battle, which captain Gardner will put 
into your hands, that Major-General Phillips is oceafi. 
onally employed feparately from the ftriCt line of his 
department. This does not proceed fro/TI inattention 
to the explanation of his M3jefty's pleafure twO years 
ago, but from abfolute neceffity. The ftaff being com
pofed without any Britilh major-general, Brigadier Fra
fer being pofted where he is of infinite ufe, at the head 
of the advanced corps, the fervice would fuffer in the 
moll: material degree if the talents of General Phillips 
were not fuffered to extend beyond the limit~ of the ar- , 

tillery, 



A P PEN D I X. 

tillery, and I hold myfelf fully juftified in continuing 
the great ufe of his aillftance under this extenfion, by 
what I underftand to be the lignification of the King's 
pleafure to Sir Guy Carleton, viz. <fhat this melljure 
,,!uft not be made a precedent, but not forbidding it du~ 
ring the prefent exigency. 

I flatter myfelf [he: King will be fatisfied with the di
ligence ufed in taking the field, as well as with the 
fubfequent operations; if not, my difappointment can 
only proceed from my own deficiency in ftating the 
embarraffments I found, notwithftanding previous 
preparations and cordial affiftances. Remote fitu
ations of the troops, currents, winds, roads, want of 
materials for caulking the veffds, inactivity and defer
tion of the Canadian corvees, were all againft me. A 
great difficulty lay in providing horfes and carriages for 
the bare tranfport of provifions and tents, when we 
ihould arrive at Fort George, or any other place where 
the army Ihould have no refource of water-carriage. I 
found an active, and I think a reafonable, contractor, 
who fupplied this neceillty at a much cheaper rate than 
could have been done any other way. I inclofe a copy 
of the contract to the treafury, to which I refer you. 
You will obferve that I have limited the number to (he 
mere indifpenfible purpofes of provifions and tents, 
trufting to the country for the farther aillftance of offi
cers baggage and the other attirail. of an army.. Ex
perience already Ihews me that I Judged right In not 
lrufting to the country for 'fiore; for, had this pre
caution been omitted, I Ihould be bound faft to the 
fpotwhere I am, or obliged to return by water to Ti
conderoga. 

I avow a1(0 to you my advice to General Carleton to 
grant (ommiffions to two provincial battalions, to be 
raifed from Albany and Charlotte County, by a Mr. 
Jeffup and a Mr. Peters, upon condition that the com· 
miffions Ihould not take place till two-thirds of the 

corps 
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corps fhould be effeCtive; provincial corps, a.fting zea. 
loul1y in the King's caufe, muft have gr~at tmprelfwn 
upon public opinion, and will, befides, 10 faCt, be of 
Hnglliar ure to the eafe and prefervation of the regular 
troops. 

U pan this principle, therefore, I h~ve not helitated' 
farther to receive and to pay fuch loyahfts as have Come, 
in with their arms fince the fuccefs of Ticonderoga, and 
willi to be employed. Though I have not power to 
grant commimons, I poft the officers, and form thent 
into companies till the meafure can be decided by thofe' 
who have more authority. 

I hope all thefe articles of expenee· will meet with 
the fupport of your opinion; and have enly to add, 
that as no job {hall be done by myfelf, fo will I ufe all 
efforts to prevent fuch being done by others. 

I am indifpenfably obliged to wait fome time on this 
pofition, to clear roads and make bridgeS'" which is 
great labour in this country, and to bring up a ftock 
of provifion, and alfo to give time to the gun-boars, 
bateaux, and provifion-veffels, to be put into Lake' 
George, to [cour that lake and fecure the future route' 
of the magazines. I propofe to poffefs Fort Edward 
at the fame time that,the force is ready to move down 
the lake; by which means, if the enemy do not eva
cuate Fort George, the garrifon muft inevitablY' be' 
caught. In the mean while I have ordered ReidelCi'to 
make roads, reconnoitre the country, and make all 
other pomble feints of a march to the ConneCticut, and, 
by fome other meafures, I hope to give alarms' that.' 
way. ' 
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INSTRUCTIONS for Licute. 
nant-Colonel Baume, on a 
fiere, expedition to the Con
nec7ieut River. 

['['he erafures were made hy Ge~ 
nera/ Burgoyne. *] 

THE object of your expe
dition is to try the affections 
of the country, to difconcert 
the councils of the enemy, to 
mount the Reidefel's dra
goons, to complete Pete~s's 
corps, and to obtain large 
fupplies of cattle, horfes, and 
c(lrriages. 

The feveral corps, of which 
the inclofed is a lift, are to, be 
under your command. 

The troops mull: take no 
tents, and what little baggage 
is carried bv officers mull: be 
on their own bat horfes. 

You are to proceed hy the 
route from Batten Kill to Ar
lington, and take poll: there, 
fo as to fleure the pafs from 
Maneb!fler. rou are to remain 
at Arlington till the detach
ment of' the Provincials, un
der the command of Captain 
Sherwood, lhalljoin you from 
the fouthward. 

You are then to proceed to 
Manchefier, where you will 
take poil; fo as to fecure the 
pars of the mountains on the 
road from Manchefier to 

Amendments made by Gene
ral Burgoyne. 

Rockingham; 

.. The eraCures are printed in Italics, and the amendments ill 
the oppotite column. 
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Rockingham; hence you will 
detach the Indians and light 
troops to the north ward, to
ward Otter Creek. On their 
return, and a\(o receiving in
telligence that no enemy is in 
force in the neighhourhood of 
Rockingham, (J) you will pro
ceed by the road over the 
mountains to Rockingham, 
where you will take poft. 
This will be the moft diftant 
part on the expedition. (2) 

You are to remain there as 
long as necelfary to fulji~ the in
tention of the expedItIon from 
thenct, (3) and you are after
wards to defcend hy the Con
nellicut River to Brattlebury, 
and from that place, by the 
quickeft march, you are to 
return by the great road to 
Albany. 

During your whole pro
grefs, your detachments are 
to have orders to bring in to 
-you all horfes fit to mount the 
dragoons under your com
mand, or to ferve as bat hor
fes to the troops, they are like
wife to bring in (4) Caddies and 
bridles as can be found. (5) 

Your parties are likewife to 
bring in waggons and other 
convenient carriages, with as 
many draft oxen as will be 
necelfary to draw them, and 
all cattle fit for flaughter, 
(mi Ich cows excepted,) wh icll 
are to be left for the uCe of 
the inhabitllnts. Regular re-

Amendments made by Gene
ral Burgoyne. 

( I) upon tbe Conneflicut Rj. 
ver, 

( 2) And mufl he proceeded 
upon with caution, as you will 
have the defile of the mountainl 
behind you, which might make a 
retreat difficult; you muJl there
fore endeavour to be well i'!{orm-; 
cd if the force if the enemy's mi
litia in the neighbouring country. 
, Sbould you find it may tvith 

prudence be efoiled. 
(3) wbile the Indians and 

li/fbt troops are detached up the 
nver. 

(4) together with as many 
( 5) The number if horfes rt

quifite, beftdes thofe necelfory for 
mounting the regiment, if Jra
goons, ougbt to be 1300• If 
you can bring more for the ufe i/ 
the army, it will be fo much tf" 
better., 
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ceipts, in the form hereto Cub
joined, are to be given, in all 
places where any of the above
mentioned articles are taken, 
to fuch perfons as have re
mained in their habitations, 
and otherwife complied with 
the terms of General Bur
goyne's manifefto; but no re
ceipts to be given to fuch as 
are known to be acting in the 
fervice of the rebels. (6) 

Amendments made by Gene
ral B~rgoyne. 

(6) As you will have with 
you perfons ptrfealy acquainted 
f!1ith tEe abilities of the country, 
It may perhaps be advifiahle to 
tax the feveral dfJlritfs with the 
portions of the feveral articles, 
and limit the hours for their de
livery; and, jhould you find it 
n""Wary to movi before fueh de
livery can be made, hojlages of 
the moJl reJPeflable people jhould 
he taken, to feeure their fallow
ing you the enfuing day. All 
poffible means are to be ufed tQ 
prevent plundering. 

As it is probable that Captain 
Sherwood, who is already de
tached to the fouthward and will 
join you at Arlington, will drive 
in a eonJiderable quantity of cattle 
and horfes to you, you will there
fore fend in this cattle to the ar
my. with a proper detachment 
from Peters's corps to cover them, 
in order to difencumber yourfelf; 
but you muJl always keep the re
giments of dragoons compatf. 
. The dragoons tbemfelves muJl 
ride, and take care of the borfes 
of tb, regiment. Thofe borfes 

E whhh 
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You will ufe all pollible 
means to make the country 
believe that the (roopi under 

Amendments made by Gene
ral Burgoyne. 

,vhich are dejlined for the ufo of 
the army mtJI be tied togethlr hy 
firings often each, in order that 
one man may lead ten horfts. You 
will give the unarmed men of 
Peters's corps to condull them, 
and inhabitants whom you can 
trtejl. You m,yJ always take 
Jour camps in good pojition; hut 
at the fame time where thm is 
prljlure; and you mlj/l have (J 

chain of centinels round your co/
tie and hor/es whm grazing. 

Colonel Skeene will he with 
you as much as poffihle, in order 
to a1!!fl you with his advice, to 
help you to dijlinguijh the good 
/ubjet7s from the bad, to protu" 
you the bejl intelligence of the 
enemy, and to choDje thofe people 
who are to bring me the amunts . 

y of your progrejs and /uccefi. 
When you find it netijfar, tl 

halt for a day or two, 'au ml!ft 
always entrench the camp of the 
regiment of dragoons, in order 
never to rift an attack or affront 
from the enemy. 

As you will return with the 
regiment of dragoollS moullletl, 
you mujl always have a dt/a,h
ment of Captain Prafer's Dr P,
tlrs'scorps in front ofthltolumll, 
and the fame in thl rear, in ,,
der to prt'IJent your foiling into 
all ambufiade when you mtlTtb 
through the WQOlit. 

rour 
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your command are the ad van
ced corps of the army, and 
that it is intended to pafs the 
ConneCl:icut on the road to 
Bollon. You will likewife 
have it inJinuated, (7) that the 
main army from Albany is to 

Amendments made by Gene
ral Burgoyne. 

be joined at Springfield by a 
corps of troops from Rhode
Illand. 

You will fend off occaJionally 
cattle or larriages, to prevent 
being too much incumbered; and 
will give me as frequent intelli
gence of your jituation as poffible. 

It is highly probable that 
the corps under Mr. Warner, 
now fuppofed to be at Man
chefter, will retreat before 
you; but, lhould they, con
trary to expeCl:ation, be able 
to colleCl: in great force, and 
poft themfelves advantageouf
Iy, it is left to your difcretion 
to attack them or not; always 
bearing in mind, that your 
corps is too valuable to let 
any conliderable lofs be ha
zarded on this occalion. 

Should any corps be mo\'ed 
from Mr. Arnold's main ar
my, in order to intercept 
your retreat, you are to take 
as ftrong a poft as the country 
will alFord, and fend the 
quickeft intelligence to me; 
and you may depend on my 
making fuch a movement as 
!hall put the enemy between 
two fires, or otherwife effec
tually fu!l:ain you. 

It is imagined the progrefs 
IIf the whole of this expedi

E~ tion 
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tion may be effected in about Amendments made by Gene. 
a fortnight j but every move- ral Burgoyne, 
ment of it mull depend upon 
your (uccers in obtaining fuch 
fupply of provifions as will 
enable you to fubfiU till your 
return to the army, in cafe 
you can get no more. (8) 

All pcrfons acting in com
mittees, or any officers acting 
under the directions of Con
grefs, either civil or military, 
are to be made prifoners. 

(8) And, jbould nollhe army 
be able to reach Albany before 
your expedition jhou/d be comple
ted, I will find means to fend you 
notice of it, and give your route 
another direaion. 

SIR, Batten-Kill, 12th Auguft, 1777,' 
1 HAD the honour of acquainting your Excellency,. 

by a man fent yefterday eveni!1g by Colonel Skeene to 
head-quarters, of the feveral corps under my command 
being encamped at Saratoga, as well as of my inten
tion to proceed the next morning at five o'clock; the 
corps moved at that time, and marched a mile, when 
1 received a letter from Brigadier General Frafer, ligni
fying your Excellency's order to poft the corps advan
tageouOy on Batten-Kill, till I ihould receive freth in
ftruCl:ions from your Excellency: the corps is nowen
camped at that place, and wait your Excellency'S or
ders. I will not trouble you, Sir, with the various re
pons which fpread, as they feem rather to be founded 
on the different interefts and feelings of the people who 
occalion them. 

I have the honour to be, moft refpeCl:fuIly, 
Your Excellency'S moll obedient 

And humble fervanr, 

The reinforcement of fifty chaffeurs, 
whicll your Excellency was pleafed 
to order, joined me Jaft night at 
e~even o'clock. 

Genera! BurgO)'ne. 

F. BAuME. 
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SIR, 
Cambridge, 13th Auguft, 1777. 

IN confequence of your Excellency's orders I moved 
this morning, at four o'clock, with the corps under 
my command; ann, after a march of fixteen miles, 
arrived at Cambridge at four in the evening. On the 
road I received intelliger,ce of forty or fifty of the re
bels being lefe to guard lome cattle. I immediately 
ordered thirty of'the provincials and fifty favaaes to 
quicken their march, in hopes to furprife them. °They 
took five priioners in arms, who declared themfelves 
to be in the fervice of the Congrefs ; yet the enemy re
ceived advice of our approach, and abandoned the 

,houre they were pofted in. The provinci:lls and fava
ges continued their march about a milt', when they 
fell in with a party of fifteen men, who fired upon our' 
people, and immediately took to the woods with the 
greateft precipitation. The fire WJS quick on our fide, 
but I cannot learn if the enemy fu1l:aind any Jufs. A 
private of Captain Sherwood's company was the only 
one who was nightly wounded in the thigh. From the 
many people who came from Bennington, they ~.gree 
that the number of the enemy amounted co 1800. I 
will be particularly careful, on my approach at that 
place; to be fully informed of their ftrtngtn and fiiU-

. arion, and take the precautions necelfary to fulfil buth 
the orders and inHruCtions of your Excellt:ncy. 

I cannot afcertain the number of cattle, carts, and 
waggons, taken here, as they ha\'e not been as yc:c 
colleCted. A few horfes have been alfo brought tn, 

but am forry to acquaint your Excellency that the fa
vag,s either dellroy or d rive away what is not paid for 

, with ready money. If your Excellency wo~ld allow 
me to purchafe the horfes from the favages, itipu ating 
the price, I think they might be procured cheap, mher
wile they ruin all they meet with, their officers and 
interpreters not having it in their power to controul 

E 3 the.lI. 
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them. Your Excellency may depend on hearing how 
I proceed at Bennington, and. of my fuccefs there.: 
praying my refpeCtful complIments to General Rei
defd, 

I am, moll: refpeClfully, Sir, 

Your moll: obedient and humble fervant. 

F. BA UME. 

P. S. The names of the men taken in arms are as 
fullow: 

George Duncan, 
David Slarrow, 
Samuel Bell, 

John Bell, 
Matt. Bell. 

Hugh More, a noted rebel, furrendered himfelf yef
terday evening. 

The expref& left Cambridge at four o'clock, on the 
morning of the 14th of Augull:. 

Sancoick, 14th Augujl, 1777, 9 o'Clock. 
SI R, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, 
that I arrived here at eight in the morning, having had 
intelligence of a party of the enemy being in poffeffion 
of a mill, which they abandoned at our approach; but, 
in their ufual way, fired from the bulbes, and took 
their road to Bennington; a fa .... age was !lightly wound
ed; they bruke clown the bridge, which has retarded 
our march above an hour; they left in the mill about 
78 barrels of very fine flour, 1000 bulbels of wheat,. 
20 barrels of faIt, and abollt 10001. worth of pearl and 
pot alb. I have ordered thirty provincials and an of
ficer to guard the provilion and the pals of the bridge. 
By fi'/e pri[oners taken here, they agree that 1500 to 
1800 men are at Bennington; but are fuppofed to leave 
it on our approach. I \,i.1I proceed [0 far to-day as to 

f.dl on the enemy to-morrow earll', and make fuch dif· 
• Fafitiol) 
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polition as I think neceffary from the intelliaence r may 
receive. People are flocking in hourly, but want to 
be. armed: the favages cannot be controuled, they 
rum and take every thing they pleafe. 

I am your Excellency's 

Mofl: obedient humble fervant, 

F. BAuME. 
Beg your Excellency to pardon the 

hurry of this letter, it is written on 
the head of a barrel. 

General Burgoyne. 

Inflrullions 10 Colonel Skeene, upon the expedition 10 Ben· 
nington. 

SI R, 

I REQUEST the favour of you to proceed with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baume, upon an expedition of 
which he has the command, and which will march 
this evening or to· morrow morning. 

The objects of his orders are to try the affeCl:ions of 
the country; to difconcert the councils of the enemy; 
to mount the regiment of Reidefel's dragoons; to com
plete Lieutenant-Colonel Peters's corps; and to pro
cure a large fupply of horfes for the ufe of the troops, 
together with cattle and carriages. 

The route marked for this expedition is to Arling
ton and Mancheiler; and, in cafe it lhould be found 
that the enemy is not in too great force upon the Con
neCticut-river, it is intended to pafs the mountains to 
Rockingham, and defcend the river from thence to 
Brattlebury. Some hours before the corps marches for 
Arlington, Colonel Peters, with all his men, are to 
fet forward for Bennington, and afterwards are to join 
at Arlington. 

E 4 Receipts 

Jxxi 
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Receipts arc ordered to be given for aU harres and 
cattle taken irom the country. 

Lieutenant-Coionel Baume is direCl:ed to" communi_ 
cate to you the reft of his inftruCtions, and to conrult 
with you upon all matters of intelligence, negotiation 
with the inh~bitants, roads, and other means depend
ing UF)O a knowledge of the ~ountry, for carrying his 
inltruction c into exe:ution. 

I rely upon your zeal and activity for the fulleil: af
fiftance, particularly in having it underftood in all the 
country through which you pafs, that the corps of 
Lieutenan [-Colonel Baume is the firft detachment of the 
adva~ced guard, and that the whole army is pro
cetding to Bofton, expeBing to be joined upon the 
route by the army from Rhode-Wand. 

I need not reccommend to you to continue the re
quifites of the fervice with every principle of humar.ity 
in the mode of obtaining them; and it may be proper 
to inform the country, that the means to prevent their 
horfes being taken for the future, will be to refill the 
enemy when they {hall prefume to force them, and, 
drive them voluntarily to ~y camp. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

J. BVRGOYNE. 

CAL. 



CALCULATIONS of the Number of Carts that will carry Provifions for the following Number of Men. 

NumbetofM.ofor! 1121314151617181911°1"1121131141'5/161171181'912°13°160190 
Day Day~ Dayf Days Oays Day~ f)a}'~ Day~ Days Days Days Days Day' Day! Day~ Days Day~ Days Days Days Days Day~ Days 

1-1--1--1--1-1--1--1-1--1--1--1--1-1-1--1-1-1--'--'--' __ , __ , __ 

10000 Men, Cartsl 38 I 7511131 1501 lSSI •• /j 2631 3001 33313751413145214901 5.61564160°1633161817161 750/1J251"5013375 

5000 Meo, Carts I 19 I 38 571 751 941 Jl31 13'1 15c l 1691,8812071 2261 '451 2631 2321 3001 3191 3391 3581 3751 56;1 112 5"688 

4000 Men, Carts I 15 I 30 I 451 601 751 90 1 10 51 1201 13:11501 16;1 ISol 1951 2101 2251 2401 2551 27°1 2S51 300/ 450/ 9°°11350 

3000 Men) Cartsl 12. I 2.3 341 451 57/ 681 791 901 10'1 11 3\ "4\ 135\ 1471 15s1 169\1801 19 2 1 203\ 2'41 225\ 338\ 67 611014 

2.000 Men, Carts IS I '31 sci 3S1 451 531 6rl 631 751 831 901 9f\ 1051 Jl31 1201 uSI 1351 l·d 1501 2251 45cl 675 

1000 Men, Couts I 4 1>1 151 191 23/ 27/ 311 35/ 3q / 421 45/ 4q 531 571 60\ 641 681 721 751 "31 .. 61 339 

500 Men, Carts 10 141 Ii'( lSI '0/ 211 231 .sl '71 291 30\ 3'1 34\ 3l/ 38/ 571 IIll IiI 

The above Table is made, allowing 3 pounds weight to the Ration and 800 pounds to the Cart-load. 

NATHANIEL DAY, Commilfary-General. 
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Extraa of a Leiter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
to Sir Guy Carleton, dated Head-ff2garters, at 
Skenejborough Houfe, I Itb 1uly, 1777· 

I REQUEST your Excellency to take into conli. 
rleration the expediency of fupplying, from Canada, 
a oarrifon for Ticonderoga_ 

°Mv communication will widen fo much as I pro. 
ceed: the drain upon the army for polls will be fo 
conliderab\e, not to fpeak of detachments and fafe· 
guards to procea and to awe the country, ~hat, if that 
firlt diminution be not replaced, my effecbve ftrength 
may become inadequate to the fervices intended. 
My prefent intelligence is, that Putnam is collecting 
an army to oppofe me at Saratoga. Fort Edward is 
alfo talked of to fultain a liege. 

Your Excellency will, I am fure, agree with me, 
that Ticonderoga, or fome other fortified ·poit on the 
fouth part of Lake Champlain, ought to be confider. 
ed on the frontiers of the province of Canada. I am 
aware of the difficulties that arire from the manner in 
which theSecretary of State's orders are penned: but 
I j'Jbmit to your Excellency, whether, under the 
principk bid down in the beginning of the order, 
and afterwards repeated, tbat 3000 men were beld Jut· 
jicient for tbe defence of that province, you would not 
be ju[bfied in fparing, for the purpofe of this garri. 
fan, the overplus of the 3000 that may remain after 
completing my army. 

And, notwithltanding the corps for the Canada fer. 
vice areprecilely na.med by the Secreta:y of State, I 
woul~ tarther fubmlt whether, upon my preffing reo 
qUilinon, the gamfon might not jullifiably be fur
mlhed by detachment, even though there were no 
overplus, under the followinn- words of the order: 
0/::;' 1::"".'115 /e(ured ta bim (L~utenant General Bur. 

goyne) 
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goyne) every aJ1t}lance which it is in your power to afford 
and procure. Your Excellency's zeal for the fervice 
and favour towards me will be better interpreters for 
the latitude I propofe than any thing I can farther 
fuggeft. My prefent purpofe, Sir, is to get a fuffi
cient number of gun-boats upon the Lake George to 
{eour that lake as expeditioul1y as powble, to fupport 
them with a proper force to attack Fort George on 
that fide, while, with the main of the army, as foon 
as refrdhed and fupplied, I attack Fort Edward from 
hence, and thereby cut off the communication from 
Albany to Fort George, and confequently prevent the 
fueeour or retreat of that garrifon. 

Extraa of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to 
Sir Guy Carleton. Head·~larters, near Fort Anne, 
July 29th, 1777· 

THEeonftruCl:ion yom Excellency puts upon the or
ders of the Secretary of State is roo full and deci(ive for 
me to prefllme to trouble you farther upon the fubjett 
of a garrifon for Ticonderoga from Canada. I mull: do 
as well as I can; but I am fure your Excc::llency, as a 
foldier, will think my fituation a little difficult. A 
breach into my communication mult eirher ruin my 
army entirely, or oblige me to rerum in force to re
fiore, which might be rhe lofs of the campaign. To 
prevent a breach, Ticonderoga and Fort George 
muft be in very refpeCl:able firength, and I mufi be
fides have pofis at Fort Edward and other carrying_ 
places. Thefe drains, added to common accidents 
and 10JTes of fervice, will neceJTarily render me very 
inferior in point of numbers to the enemy, whom I 
muft expect always to find ftrongly pofted. I alk 
pardon for dwelling fo much upon this fubjeCl:, and 
h)1ve only to add my reqlleft to your Excellency, to 

fOlward 

lxxv 
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forward the additional companies as expeditiouOy a~ 
may be. 

Copy of Lieutenant General Burgoyne's LeIter 10 Colonel 
. Baume. 

Ncar Saratoga, Auguft 14·, 1777. Seven at nigtl. 
SIR, 

THE accounts you have fent me are very fati~fac. 
tory, and I h.'lve no doubt of every part of your pro. 
ceeding concinui"g to be the fame. 

I beg the favour of you to report, whether the road 
you have pa1Ted is practicable; and, if fa, if ir is can. 
venient for a conliderable corps with cannon. 

Should you find the enemy too O:rongly pofted at 
Bennington,and maintaining fuch a countenance as may 
make an attack imprudent, I wilh you to take a poft 
where you can maintain yourfelf till you receive an 
anfwer from me; and I will either fupport you in 
force or withdraw you. 

You will pleafe to fend off to my camp, as foon as 
you can, waggons and draft cattle, and Iikewife fuch 
other cattle as are not neceffary for your fubliftence. 

Let the waggons and carts bring off all the aour 
and wheat they can, that you do not retain for the 
fame purpofe. This tranfport muft be under the 
charge of a commiffion officer. 

I will write you at full tomorrow in regard to get
ting the horfes out of the h~nds of the favages. 

In the mean time, any you can colleCt from them, 
fit to mount the regiments, at a low price, fhall be 
allowed. 

I am, with great e!l:eem, Sir, 
Your moO: obed~ent humble fervant, 

J. BURGOYNE. 

Colonel 
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Colonel St. Leger's Acc~unt of Occurrences at Fort Stan- N XI . .~ ~ 
WIX. 

A MINUTE detail of every operation fince my 
Jeaving La Chine, with the detachment entrull:ed to 
my care, your Excellency will permit me to referve to 
a time of lefs hurry and mortification than the preCenr. 
while I enter into the interell:ing fcene before Fort 
Stanwix, which I invelled the 3d of Auguft, having 
previouGy pulhed forward Lieutenant Bird, of the 
King's regiment, with thirty of the King's troops, and 
twe hundred Indians, .under the direCtion of Captains 
Hare and Wilfon and the chiefs Jofeph and Bull, to 
feize fall haiti of the IOIl:er landing-place, and thereby 
cut off the enemy's communication with the lower 
country. - This was done with great addrefs by the 
Jieutenant, though not a~tended with the effect I had 
promifed myfelf, occafioned by the l1acknefs of the 
the Melfafagoes: the brigade of provifion and ammu_ 

. nition boats I had intelligence of being arrived and dlf
embarked before this party had taken poft. 

The fourth and fifth were employed in making ar
nngements for opening Wood Cree~, (which the ene
my, with the indefatigable labour at one hundred and 
fifty men for fourteen days. bad moll effectually 
choked up,) and the making a temporary road from 
Pine Ridges upon Fiih Creek, fixteen miles from the 
fort, for a prefent fupply of provifions and the tranf
port of our artillery. The firll: was effected by the 
diligence and zeal of Captain BOllville, affifred by 
Captain Herkimer of the Indian department, with one 
hundred and ten men, in nine days; while Lieute
nant Lundy, acting as affiftant q llarter-mafrer general, 
hld rendered the road, in the worfr of w~ather, fuffi
ciently practicable to pafs the whole artillery and· 
flores, with feven days provifion, in two dJYs. 

On 
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On the 5th, in the evening, intelligence arrived, 
by my difcovering-pa.rties on the Mo~a.w.k River, that 
a reinforcement of eJaht hundred militia, conducted 
by General Herkimer~ were on their m.arch to relieve 
the aarrifon, and were aCtually at that mftant at Orif. 
ka, ~n Indian fettlement twelve miles from the fort. 
The g;mifon being apprifed of their march by four 
men, who were feen to enter the fort in the morning 
tlirough what was thought an impenetrable fwtmp, I 
did not think it prudent to wait for them, and there. 
by fubjeCt myrtlf to be attacked by a fally from the 
garrifon in the rear, while the reinforcement employ
ed me in front. I therefore determined to attack them 
on the march, either openly or covertly, as circum. 
fiances fhould offer. At this time I had not two hun
dred and fifty of the King's troops in camp, the va. 
rious and extenfive operations I was under an abfolute 
necemty of entering into having employed thereft, and 
therefore could not fend above eighty white men, ran
gers and troops included, with the whole corps of Indi. 
ans. Sir John Johnfon put himfelf at the head of this 
party, and began his march that evening at five o'clock, 
and met the rebel corps at the fame hour the next 
morning. The impetuolity of the Indians is not to be 
defcribed on the fight of the enemy (forgetting the 
judicious difpofition formed by Sir John, and agreed 
to by themfelves, which was, to fuffer the attack to 
begin with the troops in front, while they fhould be 
on both flanks and rear): they rulhed in, hatchet in 
hand, and thereby gave the enemy's rear an opportu
nity to e[cape. In relation to the viCtory, it was 
equally complete as if the whole had fallen; nay more 
10, as the two hundred who ef,aped only ferved to 
fpread the panic wider. But it was not fo with the 
Indians: their lars was great (I mull be underftood 
Jndian computation; being only about thirty .killed, 
and the like number wounded, and in that number 

fome 
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fome of their favourite chiefs and confidential warriors 
were Oain). On the enemy'y fide, almoll: all their 
principal leaders wereflain. General Hel kimer has 
finee died of his wounds. It is proper to mention, 
that the four men, detached with intelligence of the 
march of the reinforcement, fet out the evening be
fore the action, and confequently the enemy could 
have no account of the defeat, and were in pofielIion 
only of the time appointed for their arrival; at which, 
as I fufpected, they made a [ally, with two hundred 
and fifty men, towards Lieutenant Bird's po It, to fa
cilitate the entrance of the relieving corp~, or bring on 
a general engagement with every advantaoe they 
could willi. 0 

Captain Hoyes was immediatelr detached to cut in 
upon their rear, while they engaged the lieutenant. 
Immediately upon the departure of Captain Hayes, 
having learned that Lieutenant Bird, milled by the in
formation of a cowardly Indian that Sir John was 
prelfed, had quitted his poft to march to his affil1:ance, 
I marched the detachment of the King's regiment ill 
fupport of Captain Hayes, by a road in fight of the 
garrifon, which, with executive fire from his party, 
immediately drove the enemy into the fort, without any 
farther advantage than frightening fome fquaws, and 
pilfering the packs of the warriors which rhey left be
hind them. After this affair was over, orders were 
immediately given to complete a two-gun battery, 
and mortar· beds, with three thong redoubts in the 
rear, to enable me, in cafe of another attempt to re
lieve the garrifon by their regimented troops, to 
march out a larger body of the King's troops. 

Captain Lernoult was fen; with 110 men ~o ~hf' low
er landing place, where he e~ab!'lhed hlm1elt With 
great judgement and ilrength, navlOg an enclofed bat~ 
tery of a thrt'e-pounder oppofed to any fally from the 
fon, and another to the fide of the country where a 

relief 

ixxix 
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relief muft approach; and the body of his camp deep ... 
ly intren.:hed and aobatifed. 

When. by the unabating labour of officers and 
men, (the fmallnefs of our numbers n~ver admitting 
of a relief, or above three hours ceiTatlon for Ilct'p or 
cooking,) the batteries and redoubts were finilhed, 
and new cheeks and axle-trees made for the fix
pounders, thofe that were fent being reported rotten 
and unferviceable. 

It was found that our cannon had not the leaft ef
fect upon the fad-work of the fort, and that our roy
als had only the power of teazing, as a fix-inch plank 
was a fufficient fecurity for their powder-magazine, as 
we learnt from the deferters. At this time, Lieute
nant Glenie of the artillery, whom 1 had appointed to 
act as affiftant-engineer, propoCed a converfion of the 
royals (if I may lIfe the expreffion) into howitzers. 
The ingenuity and feafibility of this meafure {hiking 
me very ftrongly, the bufinefs was fet about immedi
ately, and fOOIl executed; when it was found that no
thing prevented their operating with the defired effect 
but the diftance, their chambers being t09 fmall to 
hold a fufficiency of powder. There was nothing 
now to be done but to approach the town by fap, to 
fuch a diftance that the rampart might be brought 
within their portice, at the lame time all materials 
were preparing to run a mine under their moll: formi
dable baItion. 

In the midft of thefe operations, intelligence was 
brought in, by our !couts," of a fecond corps of lOCO 

men being on their march. The fame zeal no longer 
animated the Indians; they complained of our thin
nds of troops, and their former 10iTes. I immediately 
called a council of the chiefs; encouraged them as 
much as I could; promifed to lead them on myfelf. 
and br;ng into the field 300 of the beft troops. They 
liftened to this, and promifed to follow me, and a-

greed 



APPENDIX,' 

~reed that I 1hould reconnoitre the ground properelb 
for the field of battle, the next morning, accompa
nied by fome of their chief warriors, to fettle the plan 
of operations. When upon the ground appointed for 
the field of battle, fcouts came in with the account of 
the firft number, fwelled to 2000 ; immediatelyafter, 
s third, that General Burgoyne's army was cut to 
pieces, and that Arnold was advancing, by rapid and 
forced marches, with 3000 men. It was at this mo
ment I began to fufpeCt: cowardice in fame, and trea. 
fon in others: however, I returned to camp, not 
without hopes, with the affifiance of my gallant co. 
adjutor, Sir John Johnfon, and the influence of the 
fuperintending colonels, Claus and Butler, of indu .. 
ciog them to meet the enemy. A council, according 
to their cuftom, was called, to know their refolu .. 
tions; before the breaking up of which I learned that 
200 were already decamped. In about an hour they 
infifted that I 1hould retreat, or they would be oQliged 
to abandon me. I had no other party to take; (and a 
hard party it was, to troops who could do nothing 
without them, to yield to their refolve5 ;) and there
fore propofed to retire at night, fending on before 
my fick, wounded, artillery, &c. down the Wood
Creek, covering them by our line of march. 

This did not fall in with their views; which were 
no lees than trescheroufly committing ravage upon 
their friends, as they had loll the opportunity of doing 
ic upon their enemies. To, effect: this, they a~tfully 
caufed meffengers to come in, one after, the other, 
with accounts of the nearer approaches of the rebels; 
one and the laft affirmed, that they were within two 
miles of Captain Lernoult!s polt. Not giving entire 
credit to this, and keeping to my refolution of reti
ring' by night, they grew furious and abandoned; 
feized upon the officers liquor and clothes, in (pite of 
the efforts of their ferv~nts; and became more formi-

F cable 
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dable than the enemy we had to expecft. I ' no~ 
thought it time to call ~n Captain Lerno~lt'. poit, 
retiring with the troops 10 camp to t~e r\llnet:l fort, 
called William, in the front of the garnfon, not only 
to wait the enemy if they thought proper to fally, bue 
to protect the boats from .the fury of t~e fa~agfs. ha.~ 
ving fent forward Captam Hoyes, With hiS detach~ 
ment with one piece of caonon, to the place where 
Bull-Fort frood, to ruceive the trOOps who waittld the 
arrival of Captain Lernoult. Mo(l: of the boats were 
efcorted that night beyond Caoada_Cr-eek, where no 
danger was to be apprehended from the enealY., The 
crllek at this place, bending frqm the road, ha.s a 
deep cedar fwamp between. Every altention was now 
turned to the mouth of the creek; which the enemy 
might have polTelTed themfelves of by a rapid marth 
by the Oneyda..,Caftle. At this place the whole of the 
little army arrived by twelve o'clock at night, and 
took poft in fuch a maSner as to have no feal'S of any 
thing the Ilnemy could do. Here we remained till 
three o'clock next morning; when the, boats which 
could c()me ,up the creek arrived, or rather that the 
rafcally part of all nations of the Indians would fuffer 
to come up; and proC\:eded acrofs Lake QReyda to 
the ruined fort of Brereton, where I learned tnat fame 
boats were fiilllabouring down the cpeek, after being 
lightened of the beft part Qf their frejgh~ by,the Mer. 
fafae;oes. Captain Lernoult propofed, With a boat 
full of armed men, to repa(~ the lake that nighf, to 
relieve them from their labour, and fupply them with 
proviHoR.· This tranfa~ion does as much honour tit 
the humanity, as to the gallantry, of this wIuable 
.officer. . 

On my a~rival at the On~d~.Falls, I receiVed an 
anfwer (0 my letter from your Excellency; which 
fuewed. "in the cIeareft lisht, the fcenes of treachery 
that had bec!n practifed upon me. The melTenger had 

beard, 
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.heard, indeed, on his way, that they were cotreCl:iBg 
the fame kind of rabble as before; but that there was 
not an enemy within forty miles of Eort-Stanwix . 
. Soon.after my arrival. here, I was joined by Captail1 

Lernoult, with the men and boats he had been in 
fearch of. I mean' immediately to tend off, for the 
ufe of the upper garrifon, all the overplus provifion I 
1hall have, after keeping a fufficiency to carry my de
tachment down j which I mean to do, with every ex
pedition in my power, the moment this bufinefs is ef

JeCl:ed j for which purpofe I have ordered here the 
fnow. The fioop is already gone from this, with her 
full lading. 
, Officers from each corps are fent to Montreal to pro
Clurenecelfaries for the inen, who are in a moll: de~ 
plorable fituation from the plunder of the favages, 
that no time may be loft rojoin your army. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatell refpeCl:, 

Sir, your Excelb:ncls moll: obedient 

And /11oft faithful fervant, 

Of we go, Aug. 27, BAR.R V ST. LEGER! 

1777· 
His Excellency General Burgoyne~ 

lxxxiii 

, Extrafl of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to No. XIV! 
, 'Lord George Germai':1e~. daleC! at Albany, 20th 

OCtober, 1777. 

, My LORD, 

NO pofllbility of communication with your Lord. 
fuip having exified fince the beginning of September, 
(at which time rhy lall: difpatch was fent away,) I have 
to report to your Lordfhip the proceedings of the ar
my under my' command from that period; a feries ?f 
hard toil, incdfanr effort, ft1.lbbain aCtion; till dlf. 

F z abJed 
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abled in the collateral branches of tlie- army by the 
total defettionof the Indians; the defertUln. or timi
dityof the Canadians, a?d :Pr~vincials;( fomt indilli
duals..excepted ;difappOlnted In the ~att hO(le of any 
timely co-operation from. other 'armres ;' t~e regular 
t'roopsreduced by loffc:s fro~ the befi p~r.~ to 3500 
fighting-men, nat 2000 of whIch were Bmdh ; only 
tbree days provifions. upon iliort allowance in fiore; 
jnvefied by. an.army of 16,IlOO men, and nO apparent 
means of retreat remaining; I called into council all 
r,'he generals, field· officers, and captains commanding 
corpl'~and . by their u~a'Oimous CQncur~n(!e and ad
vice I was induced to open a treaty with Major-
General Gates. . 

Yotlr Lordlhip will fee, by the papers· tranfmitted 
herewith, the difagreeable, profpeCl:. which attended 
the firfi overtures; and, when .the terms concluded 
are compared, I tm'll: that the fpirit of the councils I 
have mentioned, which under fuch circtlmfiances dic
tated infiead of ,fubmitting, will not \;>Cjefufed a 
lhare of credit. . ' 

Betore I enter upon the detail of thefe events, I 
think it a duty of jufiice, my Lord, to take lIpan 
myfelf tue meafure of having paffed the Hudfon's 
River, in order .to force a pafIage to-. Albany. I did 
not think myfelf authorifed to call any men into 
council, when the peremptory -tenor .of .my orclcrs 
and the feafon or the year admitted no alternative. 

Provilions for aJ)ollt thi~tY' 'd~ys baving been brought 
forward, the other neceffary fiores' prepared, and the 
bridge of boats completed, the army pa{fedtae Hud
fon's River on the 13th and 14th of September-rand 
encamped on the heights and in the plain.pf S~ra
toga, tbe enemy being then in the neighbourhood of 
Stillwater. " ," ' 

15 th. The whole army made a movement forward, and 
encamped in a good pofition in a place called Dovacote. 

. It 
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r, It helng}flund that there were feveral bridges to 16th. 
repair, that. work was ,begun under cover of itronO' 
detachments, and the fame 'opportunity was taken t~ 
r~connoitre the country. . 
, The army renewed their march, repaired other 17th. 

bridges, and encamped upon advantageous ground 
about four miles from the enemy. 

The enemy appeared in confiderable force, to ob- 18th. 
ftr~ct the farther repair of bridgt>s, and with a view, 
as It was conceived, to draw on an action where artil-
lery could not be employed. A fmall lois was fuf
tained in fkirmilhing; but the work of the bridges 
was effected. 

The paifages of a great ravine, and other roads to- Sept. 19' 
wards the enemy, having been reconnoitrt:d, the ar-
11;11 advanced in the foilowing or,der. 

Brigadier-General Frafer's corps, fuftained by Lieu. 
tenant-Colonel Ereyman's corps, made a circuit, in 
order to pars the ravine commudiouGy, without quit
ting the, heights, and afterw,ards to cova the ;;].,;,:h 
oJ the line t,O the right. Thefe corps moved in Lime 
columns, and had the Indians, Canadians, and Pro
vincials, upon their fronts and ·flanks. The llritifn 
lille, led by me in perfon, paifcd 'the ravine in a dirett 
line fouth, and formed in order of barrie ;as fait as 
they gained'the, lummir, where they waited to give 
time to Ft:afer's corps to make the circuit, and to m
abie the Jeftwing and artillery (which, undt:r the 
c'~mmands of Major-General Philiips and Major
Cieneral Reidefd, kept tbe great road and meadows 
i1tar the river,in two columns, and had bridges to 
repa1r) to be equal!y ready to pr9ceed. The: 47[h 
regiment guarded die bateau". ., 
"Thefignid-guns, which /lad been previouGy fettled 

tQ . give no,*;s.of all the columns being ready to ad
vance. haying' been firt;d,betw,en one aud cwo o'cioclh 
tTie 1l1arCn' continued. The [couts and flankers of the 

, , p' 3 ' c~[umn 
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column of the Britiih line were foon fired upon from 
fmall parties, but with no effect. After 'about an 
hour's march, the picquets, which made the ad
vanced auard of that column, were attacked in force, 
and obliged to give ground; but they foon rallied and 
were fuftained. 

On the firft opening of the wood I formed the 
troops. A few cannon-fuot diOodged the enemy, at 
a houre from whence the picquets had been attacked; 
ahd Brigadier-~ener~l Frafe~'s corps had arrived with 
fuch precilion, 10 POlOt of tIme, as to be found upon 
a very advantageous height on the right of the Britilh. 

In the mean time, the enemy, not acquainted with 
the combination of the march, had moved in great 
force out of their intrenchments, with a view of turn
ing the line upon the right; and, being checked by 
the difpolition of Brigadier-General Frafer, counter
marched, in order to direct their great elFott to the' 
left of the Britilh. 

From the nature of the country, movementsofthk 
fort, however near, may be effeCl:ed without a pom
bility of their being difcovered. 

About three o'clock the action began by a;,vl~ry vi
gorous attack on the Britifh line, and continued witb. 
great obftinacy till after funfet. The enemy being 
continually fupplied with frtlh troops, the Urers by 
upon the 2oth,2 rtt, and 62d, regiments, maR: patts' 
of which were engaged near four hours without inter-· 
miffion; the 9th had been ordered early in the day to 
form in referve. ' . 

, The grenadrer~an~ 24th ~egim.ent we~e fome pare: 
~f th~ time brol1ghtmto atho[j,. as were part df the 
lIght In~a~try; and all th~fe corps charged with their 
ufual fpmt-.· . , 

The riflemen, and-btht"r p:1rts of Br~yit1illi'~~d:ifp5.; 
were/Mo.'of fervice; b~t it was not th9ligl\(~dvJ.re:" 
able to evacuate the heights, whe're Brigadier_'General 
, bafer 
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Frarer was llofted, otherwife than partially and occa-
60na11y • 
. Major-Gehe~al Phillips; upon firft hearing the fi

flng, found hIs way through a difficult part of the 
'Wo~d to the fcene of acrion, and brought up with him 
MaJot Williams and four pieces of artilJery; and 
from that moment I ftood indebted to that .. allant and 
judicious ferond for inceirant and moft m~terial fer
vices; particularly for reftoring the action in a point 
which was critiCally preired by a great fuperiority of 
fire, and to which he led up the 20th regiment at the 
utmoft perrollal hazard. . 

Major-General Riedefel exerted himfelf to bring up 
a part of the lefe wing, and arrived in time to charge 
the enemy with regularity and bravery. 

]uft as the light e1ored, the enemy gave ground on 
all fides, al1d left llScompletely mafters of the field of 
battle, with the lofs of about five hunded men on 
their fide, and, as fuppofed, thrice that number woun
ded. 

The darknefs preventing a purfuit, the prifoners 
were few. 

The behaviour of the officers and men in general was 
exetnplary. Brigadier-General Frafer t.ook his polition 
in the beginning of the day, with great Judgement, and 
fuftained the action with conUant prefence of mind and 
vigour. Brigadier-General Hamilton was the whole 
time engaged, and acquitted himfelf with great ho
nour, activity, and good conduct. 

The artillery in general was diftinguilhed, and the 
brigade under Captain Jones, who was killed in the 

. aalon, was confpicuouOy fo. 
The army lay upon their arms the night of the 19th, 

and the next d·ay took a polition nearly within cannon
fuot of the enemy, fortifying their right, and exten
ding their left to the brow of the heights, fo as to co
ver_ the meadows through which the great river runs, 

F 4- and 
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and where their bateaux and hofpitals were placed. 
The 47th regiment, the regiment of Hdfe Hanau~ 
and a corps of l'rovincials, encamped 10 the meadows 
as a farther fecurity. 
, It was foon found that no fruits, honour excepted. 
were attained by the preceding viCtory,_the enemy 
wOIking with redoubled ardour to ftrengt)1en their 
left: their right was already unattackable. 

On our fide it became expedient to ereCt {hong re
doubts for the protection of the magazines and 'hofpi
tal, not pnly againft a fudden attack, but alfo for 
their fteu;'ity in caie of a march, to turn the enemy's 
flank. 

A meifenger arrived from Sir Harry CI1nton with a 
Iett'~r in cipher, informing me of his intention- to at:' 
tar l.: Fort Montgomery in about ten days from the 
date of his letter, which was the J 2th inftant. This 
was the only me1fenger of many that I apprehend were 
difpatched by Sir William Howe, and he that ha~ 
reached my camp fince the beginning of Auguft. He 
was fent back the fame night to inform Sir Harry of 
my fituation, and of the neceffity of a diverlion to 
oblige General Gates to detach from his army, -and my 
inteocion lO wait favourable events in that pofition, if 
pomble, to the 12th<>fOctober, : 

In the caurfe of the two following, days, two office~ 
in..difguife, and other confidential perfons, were diJ~ 
patcbed, DY different routes, with verbal' meifages t.o 
the fame e.ffeet; and I continued fortifying my cam? 
and watchlOg the enemy, whofe numbers incr<:afed 
every day, . , , 

I thought it advifeable on the 3d of Oaober to di
. miuilh the foldier~' ration, in order to len<Ythen- olit 
th.e provilions; to which meafure the' armyfubl}1jtt~d 
wIth ,the IJtrnoft. checrfulnefs. The difficultie$ of "a 

-retr cat to Canada were clearly forereen; as was the 
gil&mma, .lhQuld ~Pl= retreat be I!ffected, of leaving at 

libetty 
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Uberty [uch an army as }:ieneral Gates's to operate 
againft Sir WiI1iam',How~; . . 
, " This ~onfideration operated forcibly to determine 
me'to abi,de even~~ 3!l long ,as pomble, ,and 1 reafoned 
thus. The expedition I comma~ded was evidently 
meant at firftJto be ,hazarded. , Clrcumllances mioht 
· - . -. 0-

require it'fhouJd be drl)()pd. -A critical junction of 
Mr. Gates's force with Mr. Walhi/loton might pom
~Iyde~ide the; fate of t~e,war; the fuihm of my junc
tion with Sir Harty Clinton, or the lofs of my recreat 
to Canada, could or.Iy be a partial misfortune. 

In this fituationthings continued rill the 7th, when 
no intelligence having been received of the expecte~ 
,co-opel ation, ' and fbur or five days for our limited fray 
'in the camp only remained, it was judged advifeable 
'to make a movement to the enemy's left, not only to 
'c;1ifcpver whether there were any pomble means of 
'forcing a paffage, lhould it be neceffary to advance, or 
of dinodging him for the convenience of _a retreat, 
but alfo to cover a forage of the army, which was in 
the greateft di!l:refs on account of the fcarciey. 

A detachment 'of fifteen hundred regular troops, 
with two twelve peMnders, two howitzers, and fix fix
pounders, were otdete~ to ~ove, and ~ere com-

· manded by myfelf, havlDg wuh me Major-General 
Phillfps, Major-General Reidefd, and Brigadier-Ge
neral Frafer. 

· -The gJ~rq of the cal,l1p upon the heights was left 
'tonrigadier-Gener~l Harn!lton, and Specht; _the re
doubt's and the plain to BrigadIer-General Gall; and, 
as the force of the 't'ne'my immediately in their fronc 
confifted of more than double their numbers, it was 

· not pomble to augmeM the corps that, !11arched be-
. yond the numbers above ftllted. " . '. 

I formed the troops withiflthree~quarlers of a - mde 
of ~he enemy's left; and Captain F!afe,r's rangers, wich 
Jndians and Proviricials1 had orders to S9 by feeter 

• J paths 
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paths in the woods to gain the enemy's, rear. and by 
ihewin" themfel'les there to keep them In a check. . 

'fhtfarther operations intended were ptevent~d by 
a very fuddenalTd rapid attack of the enemy bit oUt 
lef'r. where the Britiih grenadiers ~ere pofted to fu~ 
port the left wing of the 1ine. Major Acland, at ~he 
head of them, ful~ained the attack with great reralu
tion ~ but the enemy's great numbers enabling them 
in a few minutes to extend the attack along the front 
of the Germans, which were immediately on the right 
of the grenadiers, no part of that body could be re
moved to make a fecond line to the flank. where the 
firefs of the fire lay. The right was at this time en
gaged, but it was foon obferved that the enemy were 
marching a large corps round their flank. to endea
vour cutting otftheir retreat. The light infantry and 
part of the 24th regiment, which were at that poft. 
were therefore ordered to form a fecond line, and to 
fecure the return of the troops into camp. While this 
movement was proceeding, the enemy pu/hc:d a freflt 
and ftrong reinforcement to renew the action upon the 
left; which, overpowered by a great fuperiority, gave 
way, and the light infantry and 24th regiment were 
obliged to make a quick movement to fave that point 
from being entirely carried; in doing which. Brigadier
General Frarer was mortally wounded. 

The danger to which the lines were expofed, be. 
coming at this. moment of \he moft ferious nature, 
orders were given to Major-General Phillips and'Rei
defel to cover the retreat, while fuch troops as were 
moll: ready for the purpofe returned for the defence of 

. them. The troops retreated, hard prdfed, but in good 
order; they were obliged to leave file pieces of can
non, all the horres having been killed; and molt of 
the artillery-men, who had behaved as ufual with the 
urmoft bravery. un,der the command of Major Wil-
liams, being either killed or wounded. . 

The 
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.. The troops. had fcarcel~ entered the camp when it 
vms ftormed with great fury, the enemy rulhing ta 
the lines under a fevete fire of grape-thot and fmaU 
arms. The pof\: of the light infantry. under Lord 
Balcarras, affifted by fome of the line, which threw 
themfelves, by order, into the intrenchments, was de~ 
fended with great [pirit ; and the enemy, led on by Ge~ 
oeral Arnold, was finally repulfed, and the General 
wounded; but unhappily the intrenchments of the Ger~ 
man referve, commanded by LieUtenant-Colonel Brey~ 
man, who was killed, were carried; and, although or
dered to be recovered, they never were fo j and the ene~ 
my; by that misfortune, gained an opening on our 
right and tear. The night put an end to the aCl:ion. 

Under the difadvantages, thus apparent in our fitu~ 
&tion, the army was ordered to quit the prefent pofi
tion during the night, and take poil: upon the heights 
above the hofpital. 

Thus, by an entire charige of front, to reduce the 
cnemy to form a hew difpolition, this movement was. 
efl"eCl:ed in great order and without lofs, though all 
the artillery and camp wefe removed at the fame time. 
The army continued offering battle to the enemy, in 
their new polition, the whole day of the 8th. 

Intelligence waS noW received'that the enemy Were 
marching to turn the right ~ and.1'IO ,n1eans could pre~ 
"ent that meafure but retiring towards. Saratoga. The. 
army began to mQve at nine Q'dock at hight, Major~ 
General Reidefel cOli1manding the van-guard, imd 
Major-General Phillips the rear. ... . . 

This re~reat, though within l'i1uf1uet-1hot of the 
eneltly, and encumbered with~lI)he baggage of t.he 
army, was made with()ut lofs.; buqtvety heavy ra,m, 
and the difficulties of guardIng tfit: bateaux, wh~ch 
contained all the provifions, occafioned, delays, which 
prevented the army reaching SaratOga: [11\ the night of 
the 9th. ahdtlie lItti11ery ~ould flOt pafs the fords of 
tlte F'ilh-Kill ,ill the morning of the loth. At 

xCi 
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,.Atl<?ur arrival near)S;lracoga, a :corps of.theepe~ 
my, between five and,: fix: hundred. were dlfcoye~e4 
throwing llP intrenchments on the h.eight~, but,! re-, 
tired over a ford of''-th'e Budfon's Rlver at our,ap_; 
Rroaih. and joined ~-body pofted to oppofe ou,r paf-
fage there. . :" . .", ' 

It was judged proper to fend a det~chm,ent of ar-, 
tincers, under a thong efeort, to repaIr the: bridges 
and cpen a road to Fort-Edward on the "'eft fide of 
the river. The 47th regiment, Captain Frarer's markf
men, and Mackay's Provincials, were ordered for 
that ferviee; bur. the enemy appearing on the heights: 
of the Fifh·Kill in great force, and making, a difpp
fition [0 pars and give, LIS battle, the 47th, regilijCl1t 
and Frarer's markfmen were recalled: the Provincials,' 
left to cover the workmen at th'e firft bridge~ 'ran 
away upon a very flight attack of a fmall party Qf the 
enemy, and lefr thi: artificers to efcape as they could, 
without a poffibility of their performing any, wor~., 

During thefe different movements the bateaux with 
provifions were frequently fired upon from the oppo
fite fide of the river, and fame of them were loll, ,and. 
ieveral men were killed and wounded in thofe which 
remained. 

Od. II. The attacks upon the bateaux: were continued.:; . fe;' 
ver.al were taken and ie-taken, but their fituation be
in~' much nearer to ·the main force of the enemy,'than 
to ours, it was (ound impoffible to ferbre the pravi
Jions any :other.w~fe .than by lal)qing them andrc,arry
ing then} upon 'the "hill. This was effeCted:. lJnper 
fi,re. ~nd wHh great difficulty. " 
, The poffible rp~ans of farther retreat were' now, 

confidcred in ~?\l/ic~s' of war, comp,ofed of the' getie
r~l officers; .m/nut\;:s of :-vqich will'be.tra~frri,iitedw 
yO]Jr Lcirdlhlp. " . '.. . ..., 
~he ~nly: o,n~ ijiat.fe~'mea at all praCticable was, ,bf

a, OIgh~-marchto galD Fort-Edward, with :the iroops· 
;1: .." :c~f~i~~ 
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'£lI~r¥iing their ~r?Jlifi"n: u~on thei~ backs: the impor-
· fr~dtty of repamng bridges putting a conveyance'of 
artillery and 'carriages out of the queftion,: it was pta-

· pored to force the ford at Fort-Edward, or the ford 
above it. Before this attempt could be made, rcouts 
returned, 'with intelligence that the enemy were ill
trenchedoppofice there fords, and polTeifed a camp 

. dn :force on the high ground,' between Fort-Edward 
and Fort-George, with cannon. They had alfopar

: ties,' down . the. whole fuore, to watch our motions, 
and pofts fa near to us, upon otlr own .fide of the wa-

· ter, as mutt prevent the army moving a. lingle mile 
uQdifCovered.: _' '. . .' " 
: ,'The buUc of .the enemy's 'army was hourly joined 

· b1 new corps of militia and,. volunteers, and their 
riumbers together amounted [0 upwards of J 6,000 

men.· Their'pofition, which extended three parts in 
four of a circle round us, was, from the nature 01 

! the g~ound, unattackable in all (Jarcs. 
· . In this fituation, the army took the qeft polition 
,poffible, and fortified, waiting tiUthe. 13th at night, 
: .in, the anxious hope of. fuccours fro~ our, friends, or 

the next defirable expectation, an attack from our 
enemy. 

During this time, .the men lay continually' upon 
· their arms; and were cannonaded in every part: evdn 
riflc:-Ihotand grape~fhot came into all parts of the 
line, thouah without any confiderable eff~ct. 
- At this period, an exacl: account Qf the provifions 
was taken, and th~ ci rcurtJftances .ftated in the open
ing of this letter became complete • 
. ' The council of war was extended to all the· field
officers and captains commanding corps of .the army, 
and the evtnt en rued which I am fure was inevitable, 

,ana which, I truft, in that fituation was honourable, 
but which it would be fuperfluous and melancholy to 

, repeat. 
After 

xciii 
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Alter the execu.:ioil of the treaty. General Gates 
_drew together the force that had furrounded my po
-.fitian. and. I had the confolation to have as many wit
lIetTes, as 1 ·have ;mcn uDder my command. of its 
amounting to the numbc;rs mentioned above. 

During the events .ftatcd abov!!', an attempt was 
made againlt Ticonderoga 'by an It'my affi:mbIcd un
der Major-G.eneral- Lincoln, who fuund means to 

· march wirh a coliliderable corps from Huberton' un-
· difcovered, while another column of his force patred 
:the mountains betweell Skene1borough. and J.ake
George; and, on the morning of the 18th of Sep
tember, a [udden and general attack was made upon 
the carrying-place' at Lake-George.' Sugar-Hill, Ti
conderoga, and' Mount-Independence. The fei-

· cfficers commanding the armed floopftationed' to de
fend the carrying-place, as alfo fame of the officers 
commanding at the polls of Sugar-Hill and· at the 
Portage, were furprifed, and a confiderablep.rt of 
four companies . of the 53d regiment were made pri
fooers: a block-liouCe, commanded by LieutenlQlc 
Lord of theSSd, was the only polt on that.fide thlt 
had time to make ufe of their arms; and they· made 
a brave defence, till cannon, taken from the furprifed 
l'etTeI. was brought againft them. 

After ftating and Jamentina 10 fatal a want of vi
gilance, 1 have to inform you~ Lordlhip of the fatif. 
factory events which followed. 

The enemy. having twice fummoned Brigadier~ 
General Powell, and received fuch anfwer as beeame 
a gallan.t officer entrufted with fa important a poft. 
and haVing tried, during the courfe of four days, fe
veral attacks, and being repulfed in all, retreated. 
with~ut having done any confiderable damage. 

BrJgadier-G~neral ~owel~, from whofe report to 
me I extra_a thiS relation, gives great commendations 
to the regiment of Prince Frederick, and the oehrr 

troops 
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'r~ps fiatione<!lIcMp\lfIt-lndependence. The Bri
g4cjieri\lfo Il)entiolls, with great applaufe, the beha
v.qur of Captain Ta,lor.~Qf the 21ft regiment, who 
wasac(:iden~ally there on. his reute to the army from 
the hofpital; and Lie\ltenant Beecwft of the 24th 
[,gimcl1t, who, with the artificers in arms, defended 
lin ill1portant bauery. I 

. On the 24th infiant, the enemy, enabled, by the 
~apture Qf the gun-boats .and bateaux, which they had 
roade after the furprife bf the Goop, to embark upon 
Lake George, attacked Diamond Illand in two divi~ 
fions. 

Captain Aubrey, and two companies of the 47th 
regiment, had been pofted at that (nand from the time 
tbe army paired the Rudfon's River, as a berter filua
iion, for the fecurity of the ftores at the Couth end of 
Lake George, than Fort George, which is on the 
eontinent, and not tenableagainft artillery and num
bers. The enemy were repulfed by C"'ptain Aubrey 
with great lofs, end purfued by the gun-boars under 
his command, to tile eaft iliore, where two of their 
principal veffels were retaken, together with all the 
tappon. They had jufttime to fetfire to the other 
lIatelLuX, and retreateQ over the rpoufttains. 

I ~g leave to refer your Lordlhip for farther par
ciculars to my aid-dc-camp, Lord Petedham, and I 
humbly t4l,ke occ~on to recommend to his Majefty'$ 
Iloti<.:c that nobleman. l!.~ one endued with qualities to 
do il11port3nt fervices.to his country in every fration tQ 
IWhic;h his birth may lead. In this eamplligo, in pllrticu~ 
JAr, his beh~vioul' hilS bee.n fuch as to entitle him tQ tbe 
fulleft 3pplaufe; and I am confident his merit will be 
thought a fufficient ground for ~l'efef~ent, thQu~!) 
~eprived of the e./4J: lind fort of claIm whIch generally 
a.nends the delivery of fortunate difpatches. . . 

I have only to add, my Lord, a ge!ler~l report of 
the killed and wOLJnded. I do not gIVe It cQrreCt. 

the 

JeCv.' 
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the hurry o£'the time and th,e reParation of the' c6rp~ 
having rendered it i'!lpoffible to make' iJ, fo. The 
Britilh officers have bled profu(dy and moLt honoura. 
bly; thofe who remain unwounded 'have been equally 
forward:; and the general offirus, "ftom the mode of 
fighting, have been moree~pofe~than iri other fer
vices. Among the refl: of thiS ftauon, I have had my 
efcapes. It depends upon' the fentenc~ his Majefty 
fball pafs upon .my condutt! upo~ the Judgement of 
my profeffion, anc!of the Impartial and tefpectabl~ 
partS of my couliltr,y, whether I am to efteem them 
bleffings or misfortunes. _ ' 

, 'l'have the honour to he, (!tc. 
(Signe~t) 

"'-I)' " 

Second Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne"" 
No.XIV. Lord George Germail)e, dalfd Albany, 20th OCl:Q~ 

ber, 1777' , . " 
[Private; by Lora Petertham.] 

My LORD, . 

.J HAVE little to add to my public letter refpetling 
the courfe of unfuccefsful events therein detailed. I 
felt'my confidence in the juftice of the King and ,his 
councils, to fupport the General-they thought'proper 
to appoint to as arduous an undertaking, and under as 
pofitive a direction, as perhaps a cabinet ever framed; 
It will, I am fUre, be remembered, my Lord, that 
a preference of exertions was the only latitude ,given 
me; and that to force a junction' with Sir William 
Howe, or at leaft a paffage to Albany; was the prin
ciple, the letter, aod the fpirit, of my orders. 

Indeed the appearances at the time I paffed the Hud· 
fon's River. though fubject to doubt in fome· inftan
ces, as I then wrote to your Lordiliip, were, upon a 
general view, fuch as I am perfuaded would have ren-

dered 
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tlered inatl:ion cenfurable; had mt orpers, inftead of 
being peremptory, been difcretionary. Prorl1ifes of 
the profeffing loyalifts were not then brought to the 
teft; the fpirie of the enemy, in combat agail1ll: regu
lar BriJilh troops, had '8fily been tried· at Ticondero
ga, at Huberton, at SkerJeibQrql!gh, anc! Fore .Anne, 
in all ,which places it had fai'l'ed; the total difappoine
ment ofefi'ettual co-operation could not be fordeen or 
fUFflOfed; aFld~ fure Iain,~kad I then made fuppoli
tionthat any thing like ",bitt 'has happened might have 
happened, and remained cautioufly pofted, no exer
tion attempeed, my condutt would have been held in
defenfible by every dafs and· 'cliftinction of men, in go
vernment,in the~rmy, and in· ehq';ublic •. 

The expediency of aaraiu:ing being admitted, the 
eon{equences have been honourable misfortunes.' The 
BritHh.ha·ve'perfever.oo in a ftr~nuous and bloody pro
grefs. Had the force, been all Britiih, perhaps the 
perfeveran'ce had been longer; but, as it was, will it be 
faid, my Lord, that, in the exhaufted lituation de
fcribed, and in the jaws of famine, and invefted by 
quadruple numbers. a treaty, which faves the army 
H) the fiate for the next campaign, was· not more than 
could qave been expected? I call iCfaving the army; 
becaufe, if tent home. the.fta.te is t~~reby enabled to 
fend. forth the troops now dtfiined for her internal de
fence; if exchanged, th~y become a force to Sir Wil
Ham Howe as effectually as.if a'ny other junction had 
been made. . 

I Ihould now hold myfdf unjufiifiab!e jf I did not 
c-onfide to your L.ordlhip my:opinion, upon a near ill-

~ fpeCtion. of the rebel troops. The !landing corps 
which.lhave feen are difciplined: I do not hazard the 
teim. but apply ina the great fundamental points of 
military inftirution, [obriety, fubordination, regulari
r,y ... and courage. The militia are inferior in method 
and, movemenr, ,but not a jot lefs ferviceable in woods. 

G ~1y 
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My conjeCl:ures were very diffi:rent after the affair of 
Ticonderoga; but I am convinced they were delulive; 
and it is a duty to the ftate to c,onfers it. 

The panic of the rebel troops is confined, and of 
fhort duration; the enthuliafm is extenfive and perma
nent. 

It is a juftice, to Major-General Phillips to inform 
your Lordfhip, that, when the crilis of our fituation at 
Saratoga arrived, he very handfomely offered to hazard 
his perron by making ,11 circuit through the woods, 
and attempt to throw himfelf into Tico~deroga, to 
defend that place, fhould it be the objeCt of the ene
my to end~avour the retaking it •... 

In regard to myfelf, I am funk in mind and body; 
but, while I have a faculty of d[h~r, it Iball be exer
ted fonhe King's fervicc. I filall wait, in the neigh
bourhood of Bofloll , the orders of Sir WIlliam Howe., 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

J. BURGOYNE. 

No. XV. Minutes of a Council of War, holden on the Heightso! 
Sararoga, Oct. 12. 

PRESENT. 

Lieut. Gen. BURGOYNE, Major Gen. P!{ILLIPS; 
Major Gen. REIDESEL, Brig. Gen. HAMILTON. 

The Lieutenant-General fiates to the council the pre-
fent fituation of affairs. ' 

The eDc-my, in force, according to the beft intelli-' 
gence he can obtain, to the amount of upwards of 
14000 men, and a: conGderable quantity of artillery, 
are on this fide the Fifh·Kill, and threaten,an attack. 
On the other fide the Hudfon's River, between this 
army and Fort Edward, is another army of the enemy. 
the numbers unknown t but one corps; which there 

has 
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~as been an opportunity of obferving, is reporteu to 
beabout 1500 men. They have likewife cannon on 
the other fide the HuMan's River, and they have a 
bridge below Saratoga church, by which the two ar
mies can communicate • 
. The bateaux of the army have been deftroyed, and 

no means appear of making a bridge OVer the Hudfon's 
~iver, were it even praa:icable, from the polition of 
the enemy. 

The only means of retreat, therefore, ate by the 
ford at Fort Edward, or taking the mountains, in or
d,er to pars the river higher up by rafts, or by any 
,other ford which is reported to be practicable wi,h dif
'ficulty, or by ketping the mountains, to pars the head 
of HuMon's River, and continue to the we!l:ward of 
Lake George all the way to Ticor.deroga: it is true, 
this laft paffage was never made but by Indians or very 
f/nall bodies of men. 

In order to pars cannon or any wheel carriages from 
hence to Fort Edward, fame bridges mull: be repaired 
under fire of the enemy, from the oppolite fide of the 
river, and the principal bridge will be a work of four. 
teen or fifteen hours: there is no good polition for the 
army to take to ruftain that work, and, if there were, 
the time ftated as nece1Tary would give the enemy, on 
the other fide the HuMan's River, an opportunity to 
take poll: on the ftrong ground above Fort Edward, or 
to difpute the f~rd, while General Gate~'s army fol
lOwed in the rear. 

The intelligence, from the lower part of HuMan's 
River, is founded upon the concurrent reports of pri. 
foners and deferrers, who fay it was the news in the 
enemy's camp, that Fort Montgomery was. taken; 
and one man, afriend to government, who arrived yef. 
'terday, mentions fame particulars of the manner in 
which it was taken. 

G 2 The 
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The PrQvilions of the arl!lY may holq out to the ~Ptq; 
there is neith~r rum nor' fprl,lce beer., , 

Having committed this i1:ate of facts to FhI: .~on1i~" 
deration of [be council, the General rrquefis thel~ fC:;P7: 
t1ments on the following propofitions: ° 

~,ft. To wait, in th!; prefent politlon, lI-n attack 
from the enemy, or the chance or favqurable ev~rts. 

2d. To attack the enemy. , .. 
3d• To retreat, repairing the bridges as the .~rmy 

moves fo~ tbe arrillefY~ in order to force the:; paffage of 
the'ford. ' 

4th. To retreat by night, leaving the: artil!~ry and 
the baggage; and, Ihould it be found ~!Dpr~cbtaob1c:; til 
force the paffage with Il)u[quetry, to atte£Ilpt tht; up. 
per ford, or the paffage round Lake George. 

5tb. In cafe the enenlY, by extemjing' [0 their left, 
leave their rear open, to march rapidly fpr Alba"ny. 

U'pon the fira propofition, refolved, that th~ , iirua· 
tion would grow worfe by delay,' that th~ prQvilicin 
now in aore is not more than fuffic:ienc for the retreat, 
Ihould impediments intervenr, or a circuit of country 
brcome neceffary; and, as the enemy did not imack 
when the ground was unfortified, it is n.ot probable they 
will do'itllOw, as they haye a better ~~lUe to ph~y. 

The fecond unadvifeable and defperate, there being 
rio po~ibilitY of reconnoitring the enemy's pofition, 
and his great fuperiority of numbers kiipwn. 

The third impracticable. '.." 
The fifth thought worthy of conlideration by tbe 

Lieutenant-General, Maj0r-General
o 
'Phillips, and 

Brigadier-General Hamilton; but ih~ pofition of the 
tm'my yet gives no opening for it. ., " 

Refolved, that the fourth propofition. is th~ only re~ 
fouree; and thar, t<;l tffdl: it, the utmoft fecreey and 
lilenc'i~ is to be cibf~rv.ed; and the troops are to be put 
in. motion from the right, in. the frill part of the nigh~. 
~Ithout any change III th~ dlfpo{ition. 
w.l ~a 
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,N: B., It. depend~d upon the delivery of fix days 
provlfion, In due tune, and upon the return of 
{touts, who had been fent forwa'rd, to examine by 
w?at rout.e the army could probably move the firft four 
mdes undlfcovered, whether the plan Ihould take place 
on that day or on the morrow • 
.. The fcouts, on their return, reperted, - that the ene. 
my s politi on on the right was fuch, and they had fo 
-r:nany f~al1 parties out, that it would be impaffible to 
move \vIthout our march being immediately difcovered. 

Minutes and Proceedings of a Council of War, conjifling 
of.all the general Officers and Field Officers, and Cap. 
tams commanding Corps, 011 the Heights of Saratoga, 
october 13. 

THE Lieutenant-General having explained the fi
tuation of affairs, as in the preceding council, wilh 
the additional intelligence, that the enemy was in
trenched at the fords of Fort Edward, and likewife 
-occupied the thong polition on the Pine-plains between 
Fort George and Fort Edward, expreffed his readiners 
to undertake, at their head, any enterprife of difficul
tyor hazard that Ihould appear to them within the 
compafs of their ftrength or fpirit. He added, that 
he had reafon to believe a capitulation had been in the 
contemplation of fome, perhaps of all, who knew the 
real fituation of things; that, upon a circumrtance of 
fuch confe'quence to national and perronal honour, he 
thought it a duty to his country a.nd to himfelf, to 
extend his council beyond the ufual lImItS; that the af
~e'mbly prefent might jutlly be eftcemed .a fu~l re~re
fentation of the army, and that he ilionld think hlm
felf unjufl:ifiable in taking anyftep in fa ferious a nut
ter, withbut fuch a concurrence of fentlments, as 
ihould make a treaty the act of the army, as well as 
that of the general. 
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The firft queil:ion, therefore,he delired .them to 
decide w~) Whether an army of 3500 fighting men, 
and well p;ovided with arti~lerr' were j~~ifiable, upon 
the principles of national dignIty an,d mlhtary honour, 
in capitulating in any pomble fituatlon? 

ReColved, nem. con. in the affirmative. 
~eflion 2. Is the prefent fituation of that nature? 
Refol \' ed, nem. con. That the prefent fituation juf. 

tifies a capitulation upon honourable terms. 
The Lieulenant.General then drew up the meffage, 

marked No.2, and laid it before the council. It was 
t1nanirhoully approved; and, upon that foundation, 
the treaty opened. . 

October 14. Major Kingft.on, having delivered the 
meffage, marked No.2, returned with the propofals, 
marked NO.3; and (he council of war being alTern· 
bled again, the Lieutenant-General laid the propofals 
before them, when it was refolved unanimoully to re
ject the 6th article, and not to admit of it in any ex
tremity whatever. 

The Lieutenant,General then laid before the coun
cil the anf wers to Major-General Gates's propofals, as 
marked in the lame papl"r, together with his own pre. 
liminary propofals. which were unanimoufiy approved 
of. 

Oaober 15. The council being alTembled again, 
Major-General Gates's anfwers to Lieutenant-General 
~urgoyne's propofals were laid before them, whereupon 
It was refolved, that they were fatisfaaory, and a fuf
fiCJen~ ground for proceeding to a definitive treaty. 

r-:o. 2. Ml'jor Kiogaon delivered the following Mif
Jage 10 ldajol',General Gates, October 14 • 

. AFTER having fought you twice, Lieutenant
G~neral Burgoyne has waited [orne days, in his prefene 

pofitiol13 
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"pofition, determined to Iry a third confliCt aO'ainft any 
Corceyou could bring to attack him. b • 

~" He is ~pprife? of the fuperiority of your numbers, 
snd the dlfpofitlon of your troops to impede his fup
plies, 'and render his retreat a fcene of carnage on both 
fides. In this fituation he is impelled by humanity, and 
thinks himfelf juftifiable by eftablilhed principles and 
precedents of ftate and of war, to fpare the lives of 
brave men upon honourable terms. Should Major· 
General Gates be inclined to treat upon that idea, Ge
neral Burgoyne would propare a celfation of arms du
ring the timenecelfary to communicate the preliminary 
terms by which, in any,extremity, he and his army 
mean to abide. 

NO.3' Major-General Gates's Propofa!s; together with 
Lieu/enant-General BurgoYI1t:'s An/wers. 

I. General Burgoyne's army being exceeqingly re
duced by repeated defeats, by defertion, ficknefs, &c. 
their provifions exhaulted; their military horfes, tents, 
and baggage, taken or deltroyed; their retreat cut off. 
and their camp invefted, they can only be allowed to 
furrender prifoners of war. 

Anfwer. Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's army, 
however reduced, will never admit that their retreat 
is cut off, while they have arms in their hands, 

II. The officers and foldiers may keep the baggage 
belonging to them. The generals of the United Statts 
never permit individuals to be pillaged. 

III. The troops under his Excellency General Bur
goyne will be conduCted by the molt convenient route 
to New-England, marching by eary marches, and fuf
ficiently providtd for by the way. 

Anfwer. This article is anlwered by General Bur
goyne's firft propofaJ, which is here annexed. 

IV. The officers will be admitted on parole; may 
wear their fide-arms, and will be treated with the li.b~. 

G 4- ral;ry: 
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rality cullomary in Europe,. fa Ions as they, ,by pro. 
per behaviour, continue to deferve It; but thote who 
;lre apprehended, having broken their parQ~C:, as fome 
Britilh officers have done, muft expect to be cloft con4 
fined. 
· Anfwer. There being no officer in this army un
der, or capable of being under. the de(cription o£ 
breakina parole, this article needs no anfwer. 
· v. All public frores, artillery, arms~ammunition, 
carr:ages, horres, &c. &C. rilufi be delivered to com~ 
miffaries appointed to receive them. 

Anfwer. All public fiores may be delivered, arms 
excepted. 

VI. Thefe terms being agreed to and figned, tho 
troops under his Excellency General Burgoyne's com
mand may be drawn ilp in their encampmerits, where 
they wiU be ordered. t.o ground their arms, and may 
thereupon pe marched to the river fide, to be pa1fed 
over in their way towards Bennington. , , 

Acfwer. T~lis article icadmiffible in any extremity~ 
Soqn,!;r than thIS army will confent to ground. their 
arms in their en<;ampment, they will rulh on the rne~ 
my. determined. to take no quarter. . .. 

VII. A cdfauon of arms to continue. till [uD~fet, to 
~eceive General Bur~oyne's anfwer. ' 

(Signed) .. .. . 

Camp, at Saratoga, Otl:. 140 
BOR.ATIO GATES. 

· Major Kin~ft9~ met the Adjutant-Gcaeral of Ma~ 
jor.qe~eral Gates S ,army:, Octobl:r 14th, at fun-k~ 
and delIvered the following meffage. 

If General Gates does not mean to recede from thQ 
6th art4:le, the trear-J ... t:nds at once. 

!he ~rmy will, to. a man, proceed to any at!: o£ 
del!).erauon, ,ra,th,el than fuhmit to thar article.. . 

The cdfltion ot Mms ends this evenina • . 
0,. J' 
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RETURN f ~ . No. XVI. 
o th~ Army of the Ulllted States, commanded by Major General Gllt,'S, Camp at Sarataga, 

Oaober 16, 1777. ' 

O./licers prcJ7'Ni. ,.... ___ ...1\-______ --., 

/I'"""", 
Staff. ,,' C'",!. r---A ____ -, r---A __ --, ~,,~ 

Rad' and Filr. Commiflioned. 

Brigades~ 

Exc\uli\'e of the number. in the above Return, there are, th~ upper !lair of the army, the bateau men, the artificers, and 
followers at the camp. . . . 

~,?lonel Mo~~an's COf!" of rifle· men, and the li(~~~~~~)t!'y~ are mdudedHO 1:; k~~d9' GAT E S, Major General, 
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