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AuxTsary. A bird of the wading genus, refembling a redfhank.

ANGLE oF A BEavErRHOUSE. The entrance; it is always under water.

Bakep Appres. The fruit of a plant fo called, from the fimilaritv of tafte to
that of the pulp of a roafted apple. -

BarreNs. Elevated lands, which will not produce timber.

Barricapos. Thatice which is formed upon the fhore above low-water mark.

BEAVER-cUuTTINGS. A furrier’s term for thofe trees or fticks which have been cu:
down by beavers. It is alfo ufed for the ftumps which are left.

Brock uer A BoaT. To place blocks, cr logs of wood under her keel.

BoBBER. A fmall piece of wood, which is made faft by a piece of line (called the
bobber-line) to that corner of a fhoal-net next to the land, which, by
floating upon the water, fhews where the netis.

BRIDGE OF A DEATHFALL. A piece of board placed within a deathtall ; one
end of which is hung to a finall {take by a picce of twine, and the
other end is fupported in an horizontal pofition by a peg (called a
tongue.) When an animal treads on it, the peg 15 drawn out, which fets
the cat-killer at liberty, and that falls upon the back of the creature
and Kkills 1t.

BriDGE oF A Tkar. A plate of ron in the centre of a trap for the animai o
tread on, which then falling down, fets the juws at hiberry.

BuLk oF Fisd. A quantity ot fith falted one upon another.

BucrrL. A fmall fea bird. I believe it 1s called the 1ce-bud.

Busk. A picce of board which is pointed at one end and broad at the other.
When a furboard is not broad enough to fpread a fkin properly, the
bufk is introduced on the belly fide to ftretch it completely.

Carrisocus. A mixture of {pruce-beer and rum.

Yor. IIL a CarLiIyN.
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FROSTBURN. A deep and ferious

GLOSSARY.

CaPLIN. A fAfh “Salmo Archcus” Pennant.

CAT-HOUSE. A hut of boughs erefted over a trap, to defend it from {now.

CuixsiNGg. Filling with mofs, the vacancies between the ftuds of houfes, to keep
out the wind and froft.

CoDSTAGE. A covered platform, which is built, projeéting over the water, to fplit
and falt codfifh in.

CRrAFT. A fifherman’s term, fignifying the whole of the implements they ufe ;
fuch as nets, hooks, lines, &c.

Crew oF BEAVERS. The two old beavers, and all their young ones which have
not yet begun to breed. If there are more breeding pairs than one
in the fame houfe, it is faid, to be inhabited by a double or treble crew.

Cross-Fox. A fox which is bred between a filver and a yellow.

Currs. Mittens to wear upon the hands. They refemble thofe made ufe of
by hedgers in England.

DEATHFALL. A trap made of logs. They are chiefly ufed to catch martens, but
they will kill any bealt, by ereting them in proportion to his fize and

ﬂx’ength.
DirLroor. The well in a boat.
DoATER. An old, common feal.

Eppy I'Law. Where the curent of wind is interrupted by a hill or any other
body, fhort puffs will often firike in a contrary direétion; thole are
called Eddy Flaws.

Faceors oF Fisir. Small parcels of codfifh, from a- dozen to a fcore, laid one

upon another, with their backs upwards to be defended from wet, during
rain or the night.

Fairr iNn A RivER. A fmall cataraét.

FisH uPON THE GANGBOARDS. An expreflion ufed by fithermen to denote, a

boat being completely laden with fith; to fhew which,

two or three upon the GANGBOARDS.

Sets of beams, which are fupported on pofts and fhores, and covered

with boughs. They are ufed to dry ffh upon.

forts, viz: Broad-flakes and Hand-flakes.

FLEET OE NETS. A number of nets, which are faftened to each other
manner as to form a pound, or pounds.

they bring in
FLAKES.

They are of two

, 1n fuch
A fleet of falmon-nets, com-
monly {peaking, is but three. But there is no determined number for
a fleet of Stopper-nets for feals.

FLiGHT-TiIME. The pertodical migration of ducks,

penetra.ion of frolt on any animal fubftance, The

efleét of fevere froft on animal fubftances be; _
. ein 1
fire, is the reafon of that term, § cqual with that of

FurBoARDs. Boards to fpread furs upon.

GANGING



GLOSSARY. v

GancinGg Hooks AND LEaDps. To fix fine twine in a particular manner to
fith-hooks, and fmall ftraps of line to leads, that they may be ready
for immediate ufe.

G1GGER OR JIGGER, A pair of lurge books fixed back to back with fome lead
run upon the fhanks, in the fhape of a fith. The Gigger being let
down to the bottom, is played by fharp jerks, and {uch fifh are hooked
by it, as are enticed by the refemblance of the lead to a real fith.

GuLrLry. A Barrel with only one head in it, and a couple of large holes bored
under the chime hoops of the other end, to introduce a ftang to carry
it upon. They are ufed chiefly to carry falt 1n.

Harer. An old feal of that kind called by Pennant, *Blackback.”

Haur A NET. Such nets as are conftantly moored in the water are hauled by
going out to them in a boat, laying hold of one end, and hauling the
boat along hy the head-rope to the other end, taking the fith out into the
boat; the mefhes being made large enough for the fith to entangle them.
felves in them. A feine is hauled, by fhooting it, by degrecs, out of a
boat into the water, and hauling it on fhore again by the two ends.

Houxbp. A water-fowl rather larger than a teal. Thefe birds migrate to the
north in large flocks in the fpring, and as they ily, make a conti-
nual noife, than which nothins can more refemble the crv of a pack
of beagles when in chale. \Vhen, and how they return to the fouti:
again 1 am unacquainted.

Hurinmoc., A little hull

Jas Ice.  The low ice with which the whole face of the ocean is covered every

winter, and until late 1n the fumer.

Jar. The young of the {malleflt Lind of feal ; the ¢ld anes are called Dou-
ble Jars.
JERK. To cure fifh or meat in the open air without fult.

KiLLERS OoF A DeaTtunract, are three, viz. The Ground-killer; which lies
upon the ground, acrofs the front of the Dcathfall. The Cat-killer;
one end of vhich turns upon a nail which is driven into a ftrong ftake,
and the other 1s fupported high up by a lhne which paffes over o
crutch on the top of a {lake and then comes down to another at the
bottom, under which one end ot the tonouc is fixed, while the other
fupports the bridge; which Deing prefied by the cnimal, difenganes
the point of the tongue, that fets the cat-killer at liberty and 1t falls
down upon the ground-killcr; confcquently falls down upon the bacl:
of any animal, which may be flanding acrofs the latter. And the
*Main-killer; one end of which refts upon the ground and the othes

npon-



» CLOSSARY.

. upon the elevated end of the Cat-killer, and falls with it; ferving to
keep the latter down. .

KiLrick. A wooden anchor, made by nailing a pair of claws acrofs each .other,
and fixing three rods to each claw; within which a large flone is pla-
ced to give it weight, and the ends of all the rods are tied together
above the flone, to fecure it in its place. . .

Kinc-ua1rs. The long, glofly hairs in the {kin of a beaft, which cover the thick
coat of fur.

Kyack. The Efquimau name for the canoe which is made ufe of by that
nation.
Lapy. A water-fowl of thc duck genus, and the hen of the lord.

Laxce. A {mall fith. The Sand-eel.

Lanpwast. That part of the fhore which is within the reach of the water in heavy
gales of wind.

LAviNG-RoOM. Boughs fpread upon the ground to dry fith upon. They are fel-
dom made ufe of, except on the firft eftablithing a cod-fifhery, before
there has been time to erett flakes.

LeDpGE. Sunken rocks, and fhoaly places in the fea, where the codfifh refort.

Loescouse. A fea difh. Itisa compofition of minced, falted beef, fea bifcuit
broken {mall, together with potatoes and onions, pepper, &c. re-
{fembling a thick foup.

LonGERs.  Poles, which, by being nailed top to but, are made ufe of for floors,
inftead of boards.

Locry. Soft ice, or congealed fnow floating in the water when it firft begins
to freeze.

Loon. A large fowl of the diving genus,

Lorbp. A water-fow! of the teal kind.

Mew.

A keeper’s term, for deer cafting their horns.

A {mall amphibious animal of the otter fpecies.
Nitcd or RINDs.

Mixk.

Ten in number, or as many large ones, as a man can conv
ently carry under his arm. Each rind muft be fix feet long,
wide as the circamference of the tree on which it grew.

NORTHWESTER. A hood to cover the head and fhoulders in fevere weather. It
is intended chiefly to defend the cheeks and neck.

Pack of Casks. A cafk which is taken to pieces, firft marking the {taves, bun-

dled up together and fecured by four hoops.

A piece of flat ice of no determined fize, but not very large; the
large ones are called fheets of ice.

The fkin of an animal with the fat adhering to it.

eni-
and as

Pan oF Ick.

PeLT. That term is made

ufe



GLOSSARY. Vi

ule of, for the fkins of {cals, and fuc!y cther animals, the fat of which
Ites between the fkin and the fleth. A feal &c. is faid to be PELTED.
when the fkin and fat ave taken off 1ogether.

PurirPErs. The fin-like feet of feals. and other amphibious animals.

PiLE OF Fisi. A large quantity of diy hih, built up in theform of a round hayftact.
When they are {ufliciently cured upon the flakes, they are made vp
into a pile, in order to preferve them from wet; to get a gentle heat,
and to make room for others.

PinovERs. Bits of {lannel, which are tacked to one fide of the Northwefter, ana
pinned to the other; one covering the nofe, and the other, the chin.

PLANTER. A man who keeps fervants of his own,and carries on bufinefs for him.
felf : but who, by not having a vellel, buys his neceffary fupplies
from, and fclls the produce of his concerns to a merchant in the
country.

PoOLER, A falmon which has lain a leng time in a niver, but bas not yet {pawned.

PosT. A ftout piece of timber, Randing perpendicularly under a beam. A
ftation from whence a fifhery is carried on.

PRYOR-POLE. A long pole, which 1s faftened to that end of 2 {l.oal-nct that 1o
fartheft from the land, Ly a piece of rat-line; which, notbeing lon«
enough to reach to the furface of the water, caufes the top of the pole
to appear, when the water is covered with ice or lolly.

PrarMiGAN. A bird of the groufe kind ; 1t generally weighs oLout a pound, bus
feldom more.

Puxr. A [mall boat.

RAFTERING OF ICE. Ice is faid to rafter, when, by being flopped in its paffage,
one piece is forced under another, until the uppermoft ones rife to a
great height.

RanND oF FaT. A fealer’s term for a large piece of fat, juft as it happens to be cut
off the animal.

RaAriD, IN A R1VER. Where there is a fudden declivity of the bed of ariver, the
fiream runs quicker; fuch places are called Rapids.

RATTLE, IN A R1vER., Where there is a fucceflion of fallsin a river “which are
frequently to be met with in mountainous countries) the talling water
makes a great noife; fucha place is called a Rar¢l-,

RENDERING O1L. A fealer’s term for melting fat into oil.

RiNDING., The aftion of taking the bark from trees. In this part of the world, one
length only, of fix teet, s taken off the lower part of the trunk of a tree.
The chief ufe of rinds is, to cover the roofs of houfes and piles of fifh.

Robpe. A {mall tow-line, of four inchesand an half ; made ufe of by thallops,
by way of a cable.

Vor. III, b Rouxn
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RounD SEaL. A feal which bas not yet been either fkinned or pelted.

RUBBINGPLACE. A place by the water-fide, which otters have frequently made
ufe of to rub themfelves on after fithing.

RUMMAGE. A furrier’s term for fearching a country; particularly for beaver-houfes,
when nothing elfe is mentioned.

Sappir or A Hirr. The low part between two elevations on a chain of hills.

SaDDLEBACK. The largelt fpecies of gull. * Blackback.” Pennant.

Scurrin., A fith of the gurnet genus.

SEWEL. A device to turn deer; particularly applicd to the feathered line.

SHELLBIRD. A water-fowl. I believe it is called koner in England.

SHARES. Men are faid to work on the_fhares when they have a proportion of what
they kill or make, in licu of wages; their employer furnifhing craft.

Surin, An inftrument of wood, to take rinds off the trees.

SHOAL-NET. A net to catch fealsin. It is generally forty fathoms long and two
deep. The foot of it is brought to, on a fhallop’s old rode, and the
head, on two fithing-lines; with corks between. It is fet in any depth
of water, not exceeding fifteen fathoms nor lefs than three, and moored
by a couple of killicks, faftened by eight or ten fathoms of rope to the
ends of the foot-rope, which by its weight keeps the foot of the net
clofe to the bottom of the water, and the corks make it ftand perpen-
dicular, As the feals dive along near the bottom to fifh, they firike
into the net and are entangled; for the net 1s placed, with one end
towards the fhore, and the other right off. The Pryor-pole at the
outer clew (corner) and the bobber at the inner one, fthew where the
net is. The fealers lay hold of either, and by their means bring the:
head of the net to the boat; they then haul their boat along to the
other end, and take the feals out as they go.

SHOoALs OF SEAaLs, oR FisH. A number of feals or fith being in company, are
called @ fhoal. 1 prefume the term arofe, from the breaking of the
water among them, appearing like the rippling of fhoaly ground.

SuouT IN A RivER. A place where the ftream, being confined by rocks
which appear above water, is fhot through the aperture with great
force.

SHORE. A ftout poft placed on the fide of a beam in a reclined pofition, to
prevent its giving way on that fide.

SHOREMEN. The people who are employed on fhore, to head, fplit, and falt the
codfifh,

SHORE UP A BoAaT. When a boat is placed upon the blocks, and fet upright,

feveral fhores are placed on each fide ; to prevent its falling either to
one fide or the other,

SILVER-FOX,



GLO&SS.ARY. 1X

SiLVER-FOX. A black-fox, with white king-hairs difperfed on the back w1 1t
SILVER-THAW. When it rains and freezes at the fame time.

SLINK. A falmon which has {pawned, and Las not yet recovered ifelf by
returning into the fea; ull which tume, it never will.

SLip. A fnare for catching dcer, bears, or other large animal..  They are
made of various materials, accordingly as a man is provided.

SLoT. The foot-mark of dcer.

SrrinG FisH. A falmon which is in perfeét feafon.

SprRUCE-GAME. A bird of the groufe genus.

SpupGEL. A fmall bucket fixed to the end of a pole, to throw the water out of a
boat, which has no pump.

SpursHORES. Verylong fhores, to fupport the wall-plate of the roof of a codflage.

SQuiIb. The inkfifh.

SwiNG A NET. A net 1s faid to be at_fwing, when one end only of it is made faft.

STEADY IN A RIVER. A part where the bed widens, inclining to a pond, and
there is no perceptible ftream.

STINT. The dam made by beavers acrofs a flream, to raile the water to a height
convenient for their purpofe.

WRriITH. The contents of the magazine formed by beavers, for their fupport
in the winter.

Stock or TinMBER. A piece of timber, intended to be fawed.

SToPPER-NET. A large net for catching feals, which is made to fit the place in
which it is fixed ; the foot lies upon the ground, and the head floats
on the furface of the water, by means of buovs. The farther end is
made faft to an ifland (where there is one) or to the head-rope of a
long net which 1s moored parallel to the thore, and the near end is
raifed or lowered at pleafure, by means of capltans. Several of thefe
nets being placed at certain diftances from each other, form fo many
pounds,

StouTER. Very flrong fhores, which are placed round the head of ftuge or
wharf, to prevent them from being damaged by {Lips or boats.

STRANGER. A water-fowl of the duck kind.

TaiL a Trapr. To fix it properly for caiching an animal.

THwART CP A BoAT. Tomoveaboatoutof the reach of the tide, Ly the afliftance
of leavers or bodily flrength, when the is laid broadfide to the fhore.

TICKLE. A paflage between the continent and an ifland, or between two iflands,
when it 1s of no great width.

TINKER. A fea fowl. * Razorbill.”—Peunant.

TILT. A {mall hut,



X GLOSSARY.

TiLT-BACK. A Back-tilt is a fhed made of boughs, refembling the feétior of a
roof ; the back part is placed towards the wind, anda fire is generally
made in the front.

Tom-copn. Young codfifh.

ToxGUE oF A DEATHFALL. A peg, which is tied to the end of the line which
fupports the Cat-killer; the but end of which is placed under a fork
or notch in a ftake, and the point is inferted in a hole in the end of
the bridge. '

ToNGUE oF A TRAaP. A fmall bar of iron, which is placed on one fide of the bed
of a trap, and turns upon a pin: it paffes over one of the jaws, and
the end of it is fixed under the heel of the bridge, which it fupports
until that is prefled upon; when, being fet at liberty, the jaws fly up.

TukN oF TiMBER. So much as a man can carry on his fhoulders.

WATER-HORSE. Newly wafhed codfifh, which are laid upon each other to drain
before they are fpread to dry.

WnrapBY. A water-fowl of the diving genus.

WHi1cwHAM. An Indian tent of a conical form.

WHITECOAT. A young feal, before it has caftits firft coat, which is white and furry.

WHITEFISH. A fifh of the Porpoife kind.

WHITINGs. Trees which have been barked, and left ftanding.

WHITTLED-STICKS. Sticks from which beavers have eaten the bark.

WRrarPERS. Loofe flevee-pieces te button round the wrifls, to defend them from
the froft.

YOUNGSTER. A novitiate ; a perfon in the firft year, or early part of his fervitude
ene who has his bufinefs to learn.
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JOURNAL

OF

TRANSACTIONS anp EVENTS

ON THE

COAST or LABRADOR.

THE FIFTH I'OYAGE.

OON after my arrival in England in the year 1779. Ifound ——~—=,
upon fettling my accompts, that the various and great mif- Biif
fortunes which I had met with had involved me in a much
larger debt than I was able to pay. Intereft then fuggefted to
me, that an 1mmediate bankruptcy would be the moft advan-
tageous ftep I could take; but honor forbade it; becaufe, I
knew that my father had by his will, made me his fole heir and
executor, after paying his debts and {uch legacies as were con-
tained in his will: and by my calculations, I judged there
would be a f{ufficiency, not only to pay them, but alfo both
principal and intereft of my own debts, and leave a competent

Vor. IIL B maintenance



THE FIFTH VOYAGE.

= maintenance for me into the bargain when ever his exit thould

happen, which, from his age and infirmities, I had reafon to
fuppofe could not be at any diftant period: befides which, I
had other expetations. I therefore laid thofe things before my
principal creditors, and gave them their choice whether they
would 1mmediately proceed to extremeties, or give me time
and wait for that event. They chofe the latter, but required me
to give bonds and fuch other fecurities as were in my power;
and as I had no intention of doing any thing but what was.
ftrictly honeft and juft, I hefitated not to comply with their
demands: but I have fince found, that I fhould have aéted more
prudently if I had taken good advice firft, and had the accompts
ftrictly examined, by which, my debts would have been
greatly reduced. I now continued to carry on my bufinefs
as ufual, and every year after met with more misfortunes :
in particular, my fhip the Countefs of Effingham was dathed to
pieces in Trinity Bay, in the {pring of the year 1781. A new
{chooner, which had been that year built by my orders at Pa-
radife, arrived at Dartmouth, about Chriflmas, a mere wreck;
with great part of her cargo thrown over board, and only a
fingle hundred pounds infured on her, and that was done, at
thirty-three guineas per cent. The next year, fhe was taken by
the enemy. Thefe misfortunes caufed great hindrance to my
bufinefs in Labrador, and prevented the fith, and other things
which were procured ther, from being fent off the coaft to
their refpettive markets. On the eighth of December 1781
my father died; and towards the end of the following year
I difcovered, that he had, a little before his death, fettled upoxi
my next brother, John, landed eftates to the amount of nine
hundred and fifty pounds five (hillings a year: and that the de-
mands which were upon the refidue of his eftates and effects
lf:)oti't ic;l;s and legacies, would not only fwallow up the whole:
€ more by a few hundreds than they would fatisfy;

confequently,



THE FIFTH VOYAGE.

confequently, that not one fhilling would come to me from
that quarter: and that, what with the accumulation of intereft
and the late additional lofles, my debts were confiderably in-
creafed. However I had yet one chance left, for I received a
letter from my agent, Mr. Robert Collingham, informing me
that he had mect with a vein of fome kind of ore, twenty inches
wide. I therefore determined to rcturn again to Labrador,
and take a miner from Derbyfhirc with me to examine it; not in
the leaft doubting, but I fhould {oon be out of debt, and alio
in very affluent circumftances. 1 then appointed my brother
John my attorney, to tranfact all the bufinefs of the executor-
thip, put all my late father’s effects into his hands, and prepared
for my intended voyage.

This morning at three o'clock I left London, and went in the
ftage coach to Poole. Iarrived there at eight o’clock that night,
and went to Mr. Lefter’s houfe; where he politely entreated
me to continue untl my embarkation, and I accepted his
offer. I found Samuel Mather, a Derbyfhire miner, had ar-
rived here fome time fince.

This afternoon I embarked on board a brig bclonging to
Mr. Lefler, called the Labrador, commanded by Mr. John Pitt;
and bound to Trinity in Newfoundland. We warped out of
the river to a place called Stakes, and there anchored for the
night. The next morning we worked down to Brownlier,
which is juft within the mouth of the harbour, where we were
obliged to come to an anchor, notwithllanding there was a
frefh, fair wind to carry us on our voyage ; becaufe, with that
wind, we could not get over the bar. This was a moft mo:-
tifying circumfitance, but often is the calc at Poole: there we
lay two days and nights, in which timec we might have been

far beyond Scilly.
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July 10,

Auguft 19.

THE FIFTH VOYAGE.

At four this morning we got under weigh; at fix we were over
the bar, and difcharged the pilot. We faw great quantities of
mackerel as we went down Channel; but, having in general
very little wind, we caught only one. We met great numbers
of fhips going to the eaftward (fome of them were men of war)
and feveral others were likewife going downwards. Having,
but light airs with frequent calms, our paffage down the
Channel was tedious ; and the weather being very foggy, we
could feldom fee the land; nor was it till the fixteenth, that we
got to the weftward of the Iflands of Scilly. After we got to
{ea, we often faw fith; but caught only one, which the {ailors
called an old wife, although I kept a line out almoft the whole
voyage. One boneta was hooked, but got away when clofe
under the quarter ; and, with a bad harpoon which the mate
made out of a large nail, I firuck fome porpoifes ; but they all
tore themf{elves off. We met with, and fpoke to feveral veflels:
but nothing remarkable happened during the paflage, excepting
that in the courle of forty-fix days which we were at fea in the
fineft time of the year, we had not above two or three of them;
perfetly clear throughout; but met with fome hard gales of
wind, and a grecat deal of blowing, dirty weather ; and much of
it was exceflively cold : the reft was foggy, or very hazy. On.
the nineteenth of Auguft, we ftruck foundings on the Bank of
Newfoundland, in a hundred and forty-five fathoms, and made
St. Francis, at half an hour after four in the morning of the
twenty-fecond. At noon we ran through the paffage within
the Ifland of Baccaleau, into Trinity Bay ; and there got fome
codfifh, from fome boats which were fithing. At five in the af-
ternoon, we were within four leagues of Trinity Harbour; when
it fell dead calm, and a thick fog came on. Soon after eight, it
fuddenly blew fo exceflively hard from the northward, that we
were reduced to our courfes, and forced to run out to {ea again,
for fear of being wrecked on the fouth fide of the bay ; the

night
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night proved extremely dark and intolerably cold. The next
morning we found ourfelves fafe out of the bay ; and that we
had made {o much lee-way as to clear Baccaleau by only four
miles. We continued to ftand off, till two in the afternoon; the
wind then abating, we ftood in again, and the gale was over at
fix. The next morning at day-light we were clofe in with the
land again, near Split Point ; went round Baccaleau, and were
working up Trinity Bay all that day, and till day-light the
following morning, when we found ourfelves about two leagues
to windward of Trinity Harbour; we then bore away for it, and
got fafe in at feveno’clock. We did butjuft fave our diftance;
for it then blew ftrong at fouth, with hard rain and mifty wea-
ther. In an hour after therc came on a heavy gale, with
rain and thick fog, which continued all that day and the next;
the wind during that time, creeping back againft the {un, until
it fettled at north. I immediately went on fhore, and waited
upon Mr. Stone, who is Mr. Lefter’s partner, and was informed,
that he had fent a veflel to Labrador this fummer, which had
brought from thence all my old fith and oil, confifting of five
hundred and fixty tierces of falmon, five hundred and four
quintals of codfifh, and fifteen hogthcads of oil. Iie immediate-
ly ordered a fmall brig, called the Catharine, commanded by
Thomas Gayler, to be got rcady to carry me and my people
to Labrador: he {pared me a cooper and three youngfters.
At four in the afternoon of the thirtieth, I failed 1 the above
veflel for Paradife. We had a tolerable fhare of good winds
and weather, which confidcrably leflened the danger we other-
wife thould have been in, from an uncommon nui:ber of very
large iflands of ice. At f{un-fet on the fourth of September,
we got fight of Labrador fomewhere about Pomt Spear, but
we could not be certain to a mile or two, as a thick fog hung
over the land. We ran along fhore to the northward, rather

edging off; and at day-light the next morning flood right in.
A
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At fix, we faw Roundhill Ifland; at nine, pafled it to the fouth-
ward; and at eleven, being then near the fouth end of Spotted
Ifland, 'two Efquimau boats came off towards us; we lay to
for them, and were foon boarded by three men. They were
much furprifed to hear me {peak their language, but immediate-
ly guefled who I was, and exprefled the greatelt joy, on being
confirmed in their conjecture. e pafled outfide of Spotted
Ifland, and endeavoured to work into Rocky Bay ; but having
toiled in vain till five in the evening, we then bore away round
Indian Ifland, and dire&ed our courfe for Cape North. The
Indians, at the fame time getting into their kyacks, left us to
return to their tents ; and aflured'me, that they would follow
me to Paradife, with the firlt wind. When we were clofe
abreaft of a large ifland of ice, it fell almofl to pieces with a
tremendous roar, like the difcharge of cannon; which is the
firft time I ever faw one founder fo completely.

At one o'clock this morning, the tide having fet us to lee-
ward, we fhould certainly have run upon one of the fmall, low,
flat iflands, which lies between Collingham and the South Black
Ifland, had not the fea broke very high upon it. At feven, we
doubled Cape North ; then hauled the wind and fetched up to
Tinker Ifland, between which and the Sifters, we made feveral
tacks, in hopes of fetching Curlew Harbour; but not being
able to gain any ground, and the wind increafing until we could

{carcely carry a clofe reefed top-fail, we bore up, and I carried

the veflel into Gready Harbour; where we had no {ooner
moored 1in fafety, than the wind fhifted to north-eaft, and blew
hard, with thick fog until the evening, when it moderated and
cleared. Immmediately went on fhore upon Gready Ifland, in
hopes of finding fome hares, of which there has been great
plenty in former fummers, but could {ee no frefh fign of any ;
perhaps that was owing to a fox being on it, as I faw the frefh

billiting
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billiting of one, but could not not f{ind him, although [ had a ~

good fpaniel. I met with fome fcattered curlews, and killed
{ix of them and a young gull. In the afternoon I went upon
Black Ifland, where I faw the frefh flot of a young deer, and
killed a curlew,

At ten this morning, Captain Gayler and I, with four men,
landed on Black Ifland to try for the deer. I took a flation
between the weft end of the pond and the fhore, and fent them
to the ealt end of the ifland to drive it to me. They found
where it had been feeding very lately, but we could not meet
with it; which makes me {uppofe, that it has quitted the ifland.
They faw a hare and killed four curlews, and I killed eleven,
and a grey plover. While we were upon the ifland, I ordered
two men to go out in the boat a filhing, and they caught feven
cod. All hands being returned on board, and a hght breeze
fpringing up at fouth-eall, at two in the afternoon we got un-
der weigh; and at feven in the evening, for want of wind, we
came to an anchor again, on the fouth {ide of Sadler Ifland, where
we were boarded by two other Efquimau men, whofe [amilies
werein a cove on Huntingdon Ifland, a little farther on.

At three this morning we got under weigh, and worked abont
two miles higher, where we anchorcd, during the ¢cbb. At
eight, thirty-fix Efquimaux, of all ages and of both {c~cs, came
on board in one of their whaling boats and feveral kyacks, from
them I purchafed thirty-eight flicks of good whalcbone and
a few feal-fkins. At one in the afternoon, we came to fail again,
and I went off in the boat into Goofe Cove; where I [aw {ome
geele, but killed nothing. Inthe evening wc anchored again,
between Signal Hill and Pinchgut Point,

A fine, clear, warm day.

v’
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At four this morning we came to fail, and worked into Cart-
wright Harbour, where we anchorcd at fix .and moored. At
eight I fent a man up to the narrows a fhooting, and he return-
ed at night with a brace of {pruce-game, an eider-duck, and a
goofe ; he killed two more ducks and another goofe, but coul.d
not get them for want of a dog. In the afternoon the captain
and I walked over Signal Hill along the back fhore, crofled
Great Marfh, and returned along the north fide of the harbour.
I killed eight curlews, a black duck, and a young gull, and
faw the figns of {everal foxes; but none of bears, and very little
of deer.

A foggy morning, with rain from eight to twelve; but was
fair afterwards.

Not being able to move from hence, the captain, one of his
people and I went up to the narrows, in the boat with three
other men, and landed on Earl Ifland. They went along
fhore, upwards, and found a frefh {pring falmon dead; the
failor killed four geefe, but got none of them. I walked up
to the marfhes in queft of deer, but faw very lhttle frefh fign
of any. At night we {aw the total eclipfe of the moon, and it
was a fine opportunity of afcertaining the longitude, had we

thought of it in time, and regulated our watches; it ended at
ten o'clock, by mine.
A fine day.

At day-light this morning the captain and his people went
on fhore, and brought off a large grindftone, which had been
left here ever fince I lived at this place. We then failed for
Paradife, where we arrived at noon ; but found no living crea-
ture there, except a Newfoundland bitch. The doors were
all locked up, nor could we difcover, where the people were
gone. Soon after we came to an anchor, and the captain and I

had
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had landed, the veflel, by the careleflnefs of the people on /-

board, 1n not veering cable, drove, and was within a mere trifle
ot going on fhore upon the upper fide of Ralpberry Point ; but
{he brought up there, and was warped into a good birth. In
the evening the Efquimaux which we had {een at Spotted Ifland,
arrived he : in a {inall fhallop and a whaling-boat, and pitched
their tents among my houfes: which now confift of a dwelling-
houfe and flore-houfe in one, {ixty feet by twenty-five, and two
ftories high ; a houfe for the {ervants, thirty feet by feventeen;
three falmon-houlfes, ninety feet by twenty each; and a {fmith’s
fhop, fixteen feet by twelve. On the fouth fide of the dwel-
ling-houlfe, we found a tolerable large garden; with plenty of
cabbages, turnips, lettuces, peale, and other things n full per-
fection.
A cloudy, cold day.

I had the veflel warped to the wharf head and landed all my
goods ; having taken the liberty of breaking open the fervants
houfe. I had a little trade with the Indians, but they had not
much to fell; having already difpoled of molt of the goods
which they brought this year. At eight o’clock at night Mr.
Collingham, the cooper, and a boy arrived 1n the Neddy ({or-
merly the Caplin) from White-bear, and Eagle River, whither
they had been to bring away {fome nets and traps, which were
left there. I now had the mortification to hear, that my people
had killed very few furs laft winter, and only {eventy-one
tierces of falmon this fummer. But thofe difappointments
were nothing, compared to another which I now experienced ;
for the fuppolfed ore, proved to be afriable {fubftance of no ufe
or value; confequently, all my expectations from it were
blafted, and I clearly forefaw inevitable ruin, waiting my return
to England. Furs of all kinds were very {carce on every part
Vor. 1II. C of

1783.
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of this coaft lalt winter, as were falmon this {fummer 1in all the
rivers, except that in Sandhill Cove; there a faving voyage
was killed.

I had a fmall matter of trade to-day with the Indians, and
admired exceedingly the honeft principle of one of them, who
abfolutely refufed to part with a bundle of whalebone, which
he had brought to pay a debt with ; notwithftanding I aflured
him that the perfon to whom he owed it was not 1in this coun-
try, nor would ever return to 1t again.

A cloudy, mild day.

This morning, one of the Indian boats failed for Ivucktoke,
to winter there. At the fame time I fent two hands in a fkiff
to Earl Ifland, to kill {fome geefe. In the evening I went with
Collingham and captain Gayler in the brig’s boat, into the mouth
of the {mall river, and obferved that both rivers were much
lower than I had ever feen them before.

Rained in the morning, and cloudy afterwards.

I had {fome hay cut for two goats, which Mr. Stone had fent
as a prefent to Mr. Collingham. Mather was cutting feal’s fat,
to render it into oil. At noon the other Indian boat failed for
Ivucktoke. The flies were very troublefome to-day ; more fo
than I ever remember them at this time of the year.

Rained until the afternoon, and then was fair.

Three men cutting feal’s fat, and two cleaning whalebone.
Cloudy, dark weather.

One man cleaning whalebone, and three cutting fat all the
morning, and the whole of them cleaning bone in the after-
noon.
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noon. At two o'clock two fhallops of Efquimaux came up —
here and pitched their tents at the dock; and in the evening, a Septni.+.
whaling-boat of thofe pcople arrived at the fame place; two of
them were of the number which I faw at Huntingdon Ifland,
and the other was one which had been farther to the fouthward.
I found among thefe people, one man whom I was formerly
acquainted with; who chanced not to come to the fouthward in
the year 1773, and thereby elcaped the fate of thofe who did.
I obferved with great pleafure, that the whole of them were
areatly improved in thetr behaviour fince that time, that they
both exprefled and fhewed the greateft poflible friendfhip for,
and attachment to me, and were perfectly honeft in every re-
fpect. When I met with them at Huntingdon Ifland, I lent
one of them a gun, which he now returned mn good order,
They exprelled a great diflike to the Moravians, and aflured
me that they would not live near, or trade with them more,
but give me the preference to every body elfe. They are now
grown very defirous of traps, and promife to attend diligently
to them ; in conlequence of which, I lent them fome. In the
cvening Mr. Collingham went up the river, and tailed four traps
for otters. ‘
Rained 1n the forencon, and fair afterwards.

At ten this morning, I went up the river in a canoe with the 1,00 16,
boy, landed at the mouth of South-eaft River, walked about Wind
. . . W. moderate.
two miles up 1t and there fat four hours waiting for the boy,
whom I had direcied to go up the ftream with the canoe. See-
ing nothing of him I returned, croffed the river, walked down-
wards until I came within fight of the houfes, and then made
a fignal for a {kiff, which foon came for mec ; but the boy did
not return at night. The pcople finifhed the [eals’ fat to-day,
and cut fome more hay. I had a {mall matter of trade with

Coe the
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~—— the Indians, but they having very little to pay with, I was forced
o give fome of them credit.
A very fine day.

Friday 19. At ten this morning all the Indians failed for Ivucktoke. Mr.
JVind  Collingham went up the river to look for the boy, and found
moderete-  him faft afleep; lying acrofs a bear-path in the wood, near where

I landed yefterday. Not being able to get the canoe up the
brook, by reafon of the fhoalnefs of the water and the numbers
of large rocks fcattered all over it,-he had walked up after
me, and went as high as a good feeder, which comes into it,
near the foot of the large black hill, which is feen from hence;
when feeing nothing of me in all that diftance (which 1s about
{ix miles) he turned back, but fearing to return home without
me, had remained there. As he had nothing to eat, and
{pent a frofty night without a fire, I j;{ige his time did not
pals pleafantly; but he 1s a fine {pirted boy, and as hard
as 1ron. He kept too far within the woods, and by fo
doing had pafled behind me. At eight o'clock the fhooters
returned without a goofe; but brought five black-ducks,

three eider-ducks, five black-divers, three fhellbirds, and a
{pruce-game.

A very fine day.

Saurday 20.  Mr. Collingham and moft of the people were employed 1n
N fnart. melting out the feals’ fat, and they alfo fpread a few large cod-
fith. 1 made three wire {lips for deer.
A fine day, but cold.

Swday 21. In the afternoon Mr. Collingham officiated as chaplain, by
oW reading prayers.

A very fine day, but it rained hard all n?ght.. :
I had
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I had a good deal of the whalebone c'eaned, and fhipped off
fome falmon ; in doing which, one tierce fell overboard. In the
afternoon, the Beaver fhallop, with four hands from Indian Ifland,
arrived here; the crew having finifhed theirhoufe,cut fome fire-
wood, and left one man there to cut more. The people informed
me, that one E{fquimau (hallop had returned from Chateau, and
that feveral families of thole people were to winter at Cape
Charles; a circumftance which I am very {orry for, as they wili
run a great rifk of catching a certain diforder, which will go near
to extirpate the whole race. They allo informed me, that two
fhallops belonging to Noble and Pinfon, full of empty hogfheads,
came lately to Indian Ifland, m order to eftablifh a fcal-fithery
there ; but, finding my people in pofleflion of that place, they
went on to Sandhill Cove : where they left their calks, and re-
turned with all the falmon from thence: amounting to a hun-
dred and five tierces. They informed my people, that little
or no falmon had been killed this year upon any part of this
coaft, to the fouthward of that place. Gnthe firfl of this month,
at Indian Ifland, 1t fnowed unul it lay a foot deep on the
ground.

Much rain with thick fog until the evening, when 1t cleared
up.

4

After breakfaft I took two men with me in a {l.1ff, and went
to the mouth of South-eaft River: where we landed and walked
into the country, on the fouth fide of it, as {ar s the ealt end
of the large black hill, called 7/ickhcad; there we made a good
fire, and pafled the night. The object of our expedition was
to fearch for beavers; but we {aw no other figns of thofe ani-
mals on the fides of the river, than a few old cuttings : nor did
we find any place, fave one, in which it was convenient for
them to build their houfes. The diftance which we w:lked
to-day, is about feven miles; we found the woods but thin in
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general ; the walking good, and plenty of feed for deer at this
time of the year, and for black-bears in the fummer. I obferved,
that both thofe creaturcs had greatly availed themf{elves of it ;
and 1f I had had a hound to have drawn on the {cent, I make
no doubt, but I fhould have {cen deer; as the marks of their
feeding, was quite frefh. The food , which the black-bears meet,
with here, 1s ants and flies: the woods have been burnt feveral
years ago, and great numbers of trees lie on the ground ; which
being now perfectly rotten, are filled with plenty of ants and
other infects. The bears break thefe trees to pieces with their
paws, and lick out the infetts with their tongues. This is no
fuppofition, but a real fat ; for I have killed a bear with her
paunch almoft full of fuch infects, and with nothing elfe in her.
We faw 1n the courfe of the day three otters, a muiquafh, and
nine {pruce-game : I beheaded one of the latter with my rifle,
and killed another with fhot.

The wood where we lay being very open at the bottom, and
the wind blowing ftrong with a tharp froft, we paffed but a cold
night. At fix this morning we moved forward, and afcended
a middling high, bare-topped hill (which was about a mile and 2,
half higher up the river) from thence we had a tolerable view of
the country, and could obferve that, the river, which hitherto
ftole its filent way through a level valley, and was from forty to
fixty yards broad, is compofed of the waters of two narrow
brooks, which join a little below this hill, and come in Rattles
and Falls from fome diftance ; but that higher up, the fouthern.-
moft one ran on a level from as far as we could fee. As we
could not difcover one fingle pond, or any other place likely
for beavers, I determined to return. We defcended this hill
on the eaft fide, and there found the fineft {pot of pole-birch I
ever faw, both for goodnefs and quantity ; unfortunately it is
too {arn the country, to be of much ufe ; but, if neceflity re-

quired
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quired it, they could be got down. We got back to our (kiff ——75—
at five in the evening, and to Paradife at fix; killing by the way,  Sepieniber,
fix fpruce-game. This day’s walk was about ten miles. At

night all the people got very drunk, according to annual cuilom;

their time of fervitude being cxpired.

A fine, clear day, with very fharp froft.

‘"The people being all hired afrefh for another year, the fecal- Th”;!f,daz 23
N

ers cut fome pryor-poles, drew fome killick-rods, and loaded . E. 4"
the Marten with their provifions and other neceflarics; and

the reft, melted out the remainder of the fat. In the cvening

I went up the river with Mather in a (kiff, and vifited Col-
lingham’s ottertraps, but nothing had been near them: we faw

the frefh flot of an old, heavy ftag, which had lately crofled

the river.

A dull, mild day, and in the evening a little {now fell.

Friday 26.

N, rooderates

The o1l being tunned off, it produced three hogfheads and a
tierce : and is the remains, of what Mr. Collingham got from
the Indians. We got up the ticrce of falmon, which fell into the
river on Monday laft, and {ound it no worfe.

A cloudy, mild day.

At eight this morning I took captain Gayler, John Edwards Saudy 27.
(an old furrier) and Samuel Mather with me in a {kiff, and %"
fet off upon another cruife; beaver hunting. It being high
water, and the river remarkably low, we rowed over the three
lower fhoots to the head of Long Reach. There we landed,
and three of us tracked her up the fhoot at the head of 1t, then
rowed to the foot of the upper one, where we did the fame,
and got into the lake in two hours. Keeping the eaftern fide
of the lake, we rowed along it for a mile and an half, when
we arrived at the mouth of a ftrong, rattling brook. We

there

-
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We there landed, fecured the boat, and, taking our guns and
a couple of traps, walked up by the fide of it. We foon
found fome frefh cut fticks in the water; three or four {mall
ponds, or fteadies, with a good deal of old ftout beaver-cut
ftumps, and two old houfes. We at length arrived at the foot
of a large pond, in which we perceived that there were beavers;
for a new {lint was above half completed acrofs the mouth of
it. 1 prefently difcovered two large old houfes on the.fouth
fide, and the new one oppofite to them. We went to 1t and
judged it to be inhabited by a very {trong crew. After tailing
both the traps, oneon each fide of the houfe, we returned to our
boat; but as we found the way which we had come, to be
both long and bad, by reafon of the winding of the brook and
the great numbers of beds of thick entangled alders, we crofled
the hills back again. Here we found bad walking in general
(for the country had been burnt fome years ago, and 1s now
over-grown with ftrong Indian tea, with many large cubical
rocks among it; from around which, the {oil has been burnt
away) yet we got back in two hours, although we were four in
going up. On each fide of the pond is a good deer-path: and
we met with fome {pruce-game in the woods; five of which
Gayler killed, and Edwards fhot a goofe. We now got into
the {kiff and rowed paft the next point of land, where we met
with a fandy beach, on which we hauled up our boat, and went
into the wood; there we made a good fire, broiled our {pruce-

game, and paffed a very comfortable night, notwithftanding
much wind and rain.

A fine, warm day, but a ftormy wet night.

At feven this morning I fent the two men, with five more
traps and a wire deer-ilip, to the beaver-houlfe : they tailed three
of the former upon the houfe, the other two in cutting-paths,
and the {lip in a deer-path, on the fame fide of the pond; and

returned
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returined with five fpruce-game at one o'clock. I exnpecied
they would have brought a beaver alfo, but they did not work

ti-on their houfe laft night. YWe now procecded in the {kiff

to the head of the lake, wlicre we {ound a very fine river come
in, with a {imall fall ot the mouti: of'it. Doth the river and the
country on cach {idc appeared vory nviting, and 1 ielt a trong
1ciimacon to go Liziir up, anu dav eat two o throe days
longer ; but the clouds {cciamg (o eoicot for bad weather, ancd
fearing it might bring on a return «{ n:y rheumatic complaints,
I refolved to return home ; and accordingly we rowed down
the lake again. We faw feveral gcefe about the head of it,
and many black divers, fhellbirds, and other fowl in the mid-
dle; but they would not let us get a fhot at them, nor did we
take much pains to effect it. We found the lake t+ he very
fhoaly in general, particularly the upper pait; the bottom of
it 1s moftly fine fand, covered with long weed, called goofe-
grafs, with {everal large, fingle rocks iandina up, many of
which are juft below the {urface of the waicr, on which a boat
may eafily have her bows {taved in, if rowing falt. We got to
the foot of the lake in about two hours, and palled the fhoot
there, perfectly fafe and well ; but in going down the {econd,
we {truck on arock, ftave the (kifl, and were very near upfetting
her. When we arrived at the tinrd, for fcar of fuch another
accident (for as 1t was now low water, there was a good deal
of fall and fome rocks in the way) we landed on the eaft fide
and launched the {kiff over a point of low rocks, avoiding it by
that means, and we eafed her down the other two, {tern fore-
moft, with the help of our tow rope. At fixin the evening we
got back to Paradife, when I was informed, that yeflerday the
{ealing crew failed in the Marten for their winter quarters, I
the feafon fhould prevent their killing a good voyage of {eals,
I am {ure it mufl be their own faults if they do not kill plenty
of white-bears, wolves, decr, foxes, harcs, and ducks ; for I think
Yor, IlI. D thes
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~~— they could not well be in a better place for thofe animals. The
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Wind
Sirong

hard,

dry fith had been {pread, {fome whalebone cleaned, and a fkiff
full of mofs gathered fince I went away.

It rained fmart till-ten this morning, cloudy the reft of the
day, and rained hard again for moft part of the night, witha
hard gale at eaft fouth-eaft.

As all the accounts which I have hitherto read of beavers, are
very erroneous, I fhall here communicate my obfervations on
thofe animals. I fuppofe, that none of the writers who have
mentioned them, ever faw a beaver-houfe, but related only the
tales of illiterate furriers, whofe veracity is not to be depended
upon. I tremble at feeling myfelf under the neceflity of con-
tradi@ing that celebrated natural hiftorian Compt de Buffon;
yet I muft take the liberty to do it. He fays, “A beaver
has a fcaly tail, becaufe he eats filh:” 1 wonder much that
Monfieur Buffon had not one himfelf for the fame reafon;
for I am fure that he has eaten a great deal more fifh, than all
the beavers in the world put together. Beavers will neither
eat fith, nor any other animal food; but live upon the leaves
and bark of fuch trees and {hrubs as have not a refinous juice,
and the root of the water-llly. I have known them eat black
fpruce; and they will fometimes cut down filver-fir; but I be-
lieve, that 1s only to build with when other trees are {carce.
When they eat, they hold their food in their fore paws and fit up
like monkies. In the fummer time they ramble about very
much, paying little regard to their houfes, and will make a bed of
fticks fhred fine, under a bufh near the water-fide, and there
fleep: the firlt bed of this kind which I found, I took to be
th.e neft of a goofe. If the pond which they lived in the laft
wmter,.has plenty of fuch food us they like, growing by the
fide of 1t, a.nd’ they have not been difturbed by man, they will
feldom quit it; but if there be a fcarcity of food, they will

wander
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wander about in fearch of another, where they can be more
plentifully {fupplied: and it has been long obferved, that of all
the trees which grow in Newloundland or Labrador, they like
the afpen beft, and next to that the birch. Having found a
place convenient for the purpofc, they commonly begin early
in Augufl to erect their houfe. Their mode of conftructing it
I bad from a very intelligent obferver, John Edwards, who has
made the catching of them his whole employment for feveral
winters ; in which time he has killed feveral hundreds. He
told me, if the pond be deep ciole to the bank, and that free
from rocks, they begin under vvater, at the foot of the bank,
and {coop out a hole, rifing gradually to the furface ; carrying
all the earth which they dig out there to the top, and mix abun-
dance of fticks, and even ftones among it. The fticks which
they make ufe of on this occafion, are of all fizes, from the
thicknefs of a man’s ancle to his little finger, but very feldom
of larger dimenilons. They pile up thefe materials in the form
of a dome, fometimes to the height of fix, or feven feet above
the level of the ground, but commenly not more than four.
The bafe 1s generally of an oval form; the heighit ten or twelve
feet, and eight or wuime 1 wiath,  As they raife this pile
above, they hollow it out below, taking care that their bed, or
lodging-place fhall be above the icach of Socds, and fufhiciently
roomy to contain the whole family. From tlie fore part of
the houfe, they build a projeciion into the pond, {loping down-
wards all the way, and under this they enter into their houfe.
This entrance 1s called Ly tixc furriers, the Angic; nor do they
always content themiclves vith one, but more commonly
will have two, and f[cmetniics three. They have but one
apartment, which is termed tie lodging, and which is fhaped
in tle mfide like wn oven, ine bottom of which 1s covered
wiih the threds of fticks, rciembling fine narrow fhavings.,  Ar
altile difiance from the angle, is their magazine of provifions,
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—— which confifts of the roots of water-lilly, and the branches of
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trees; the but-ends of the latter they ftick into the mud, where
there is any. The whole 1s termed writh, and I have feen as
much as a cart would hold ; great part appearing above water.
They are very induftrious creatures, for even amidlt a fuper-
abundance of provifions, they will continue to add to the
flore ; and though their houfe be completely built, they will
ftill carry on freth works, until the pond is frozen firm over;
they will even keep a hole open to work on the houfe for
fome nights after, provided the froft is not very fevere: and
as they will enter every old houfe and do alittle work upon
it, young furriers are frequently deceived thereby, fuppo-
{ing thofe houlfes to be inhabited. Although they will fome-
times continue in the fame pond for three or four years or
more, yet they will frequently build themfelves a new houfe
every year; at other times they will repair an old one, and
live in that; and they often build a new houfe upon, or
clofe adjoining to an old one, making the two tops into one,
and cuta communication between the lodgings : hence, I pre-
fume, arofe the idea of their having feveral apartments. When
the pond 1s not deep enough for them, they will throw a dam
acrofs the mouth of the brook, by which it difcharges its water,
to raife 1t to a fufficient height ; making ufe of fticks, ftones,
mud, and fand for this purpofe. Some of thefe I have feen of
great length and ftrength, infomuch that I have walked over
them with the greatefl fafety, though not quite dry-fhod, if they
be new, as the water always fheds over them, being on an exact
level from end to end.  But if, notwithftanding the ftint, they
cannot raife the water to a proper depth, near the bank, they
build their houfe in the pond, at a few yards diftance from the

fhore, beginning at the bottom and hollowing it out as they go
on, for they muft have about three feet depth over the end of
the angle, or the water would freeze 1n it, and they could go

neither
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neither in norout.  If there bean itland in the soad, ey gene-
rally make their houfe on that, being the faicit nlice; and by o
the greatelt number of houfes arc on the north e, for the
advantage of the fun. They have no opening from teir houfe
on the land fide, and for thefe rcafons; becaufe the frolty air
would enter at that hole and freeze up the water 1n the angle,
whereby they would be cut off from their magazine: the
wolves likewife and other encmies might enter thereat and kill
them ; and the cold would be greater than they could bear.
For, although they are provided with a thick {kin, covered with
plenty of long, warm fur, they cannot endure {evere froft, being
well known, that they die if expofed to it for a thorttime. By
what I have faid, the reader will {fuppofe they are endued with
unerring fagacity, but that 1s not the cale; for they have becn
known to build their houfe in a pond, where there was fuch a
{carcity of food, that they have all died for want; or in one,
that lay in a flat country. which, by a great thaw in the winter,
has been flooded : when they have been obliged to cut a hele
through the crown of their ledging, and by {o doing, and tle
1 ater frecezing in their houfe on thereturn of the [roft, theyhave
not been able to get into it again, but have all been found dead
upon it. At other times, they have hived on a brook, where a
thaw has caufed {uch a ftream as has wathed away all their tood,
and confequently flarved them. They will citen run a flint
acrofs a narrow valley, through which a fimall drain of watcr
runs, and where plenty of willows, alders, and fi:ch hiic things
grow, and makeapond for themfelves. Tl furrier has then
only to cut the ftint, and when the water is run ofl, Le kills
them all with the greatell eafe. As the killing of beavers is an
art appertaining to the {cience of furring, which I do not wifh to
make public, I fhall fay no more on that head, except that they
are always killed by ftaking their houfes, by guns, or by traps ;
and not by hunting them with dogs, by mcn on horfe-lack
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.PT;;;‘"% with {pears, as I have feen ridiculoufly defcribed in prints. Nor
Sepember, do they ever caftrate themfelves to efcape their purfuers, for
that part is not only of no ufe, but both thofe, their prides, and
oil-bags (the two latter veflels being common to both fexes, and
the prides only ufed in medicine, known by the name of caftore-
um) lie {o completely within them, that the operation muft
be performed by a very fkilful hand indeed, and with the
greateflt care not to kill them. Befides, what made them ac-
quainted with the caufe of their being purfued? If their fleth
were not {uch excellent eating, very few beaver-fkins would
ever come to market. Beavers generally bring forth two
young ones at a time, which are moft commonly male and
female; yet they will often have but one, efpecially the
firft time of breeding; and fometimes three or four; and
I was told by a man of mine (Jofeph Tero) that he once
cut {even out of an old one. The firft year, they are called
pappoofes; the fecond, fmall medlers; the third, large medlers;
the fourth, beaver ; and after that, o/d or great beaver. They
copulate in May, and bring forth towards the end of June,
The young ones continue to live with their parents until they
are full three years old; then pair off, build a houfe for them-
felves, and begin to breed. Yet fometimes, and not uncommonly,
if they are undifturbed and have plenty of provifions, they
will continue longer with the old ones, and breed in the fame
houfe. They are then called a double crew; and that was the
cafe with the family which we found yefterday. It often-
tirpes happen§, that a fingle beaver lies retired, and it is then
ﬁllefi by furr1er§, a hermit : they fay, it is turned out from the
family, becaufe it is lazy and will not work ; and what is very
ﬁngu}ar (for be the caufe what it will, the fa& is certain) all
hermit beavers have a black mark on the infide of the {kin
upon theil.r backs, called a faddle, which diftinguifhes them.
I rather think the caufe of hermit beavers to be hidelity ; as they

are
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are very faithful creatures to their mate; and by fome accident ~
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or other, loofing that mate, they either will not pair again, Or  gepembe.

remain {ingle until they can find another hermit of the contrary
fex; and that the faddle proceeds from the want of a partner to
keep their back warm. I am fure that fuppofition is more na-
tural, than, that it fhould be turned out becaufe it is lazy ; for
many of thofe hermit beavers do fo much work, that good fur-
riers have fometimes been deceived, and imagined, they had
found a fmall crew. Whether they do, or do not make ufe of
their tails as trowels to plafter their houfes with, I cannot fay,
though I am inclined to believe they do not; becaule their tail
1s fo heavy, and the tendons of it fo weak, though numerous,
that I do not think they can ufeit to that effect ; and that there-
fore they daub the earth on with their hands, for I muft call
them fo. When they dive, they give a finack on the water
with their tails as they go down; but that appears to me to
proceed from the tail falling over with its own weight. They
move very {lowly on land, and being alfo a very cowardly crea-
ture, are eafily killed there by any man or beatt that chances
to meet with them: yet, being defended by long fur, and
a thick f{kin, and armed with long, ftrong tecth, firmly fet in
very ftrong jaws, they are capable of making a [lout refiftance.
I have heard of an old one, which cut the leg of a dog nearly
off at one ftroke, and I make not the lealt doubt of the truth
of the information. Still I have been informed, that otters
will enter their houfes and kill them; but I believe it muft only
be the young ones, when thie old ones are from home; for I
hardly think, that an old beaver would fuffer itfelf to be
killed by an otter. When met on fhore by a man, they have
been known to fit upon their breech and fall a crying like a
young child ; aninftance of which I mull relate.
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A man newly arrived in Newfoundland, was walking
through a wood, and near a pond; where he chanced to meet
a beaver with a billet of wood on his fhoulder, going down to
the watcr.  As foon as the creature faw him, helaid down his
load, fat upon his breech and cried exactly like an infant.
The man having more tendernefs in his difpofition than fuch
men ufually have, not knowing what it was, and, perhaps, taking
it for a creature {uperior to the brute creation, ftopped and
addrefled it thus, “ Thou need'lt not cry, poor thing, for I
“ would not hurt thee for the world ; fo thou mayeft take up
“ thy turn of firewood and go home about thy bufinefs.” The
above, ftory I do not give as a pofitive fat; relating it only as I
have often heard it. It is an actual truth however, that a late
fervant of mine, Charles Atkinfon, could never be prevailed
upon to tafte the flefh of beavers, becaufe he was {ure, he faid,
“ They were enchanted Chriftians.” When beavers meet with
a fufhency of afpen, birch, or fuch fhrubs as they are fond
of, and which are not bigger than a ftout pole, they will fel-
dom cut thofe of a larger fize; but, when neceflity obliges
them, they will cut down the largeft tree that ever grew. How
long they are in performing the work, I have had no opportu-
nity to afcertain, but I believe it is done in no great time : for
I once found at the foot of a black {pruce, that they had cut
down, a chip of four inches in length and two.in breadth, which
feemed to have been taken off at one ftroke. And I have feen
fo many flout trees, which have been felled by them in the
courfe of one {eafon, that I am convinced they muft work both
quick and diligently. Small trees they cut on one fide only,
but large ones they go round and always fell them towards the
water, to fave themfelves carriage. A ftick, the thicknefs
of a ftout walking cane, they will cut off at one ftroke, and as
clean as if done by a gardener’s pruning-knife. It is the bark

only
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only of trees which they eat, and {eem to like that of the branches
beft, though they will eat the rind of the trunks