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AU::-:TSARY. A bird of the wading genus, refembling a redthank. 

ANGLE OF A BEAVERIIOUSE. The entrance; it is always under water. 

BAK.ED ApPLES. The fruit of a plant fo called, from the fimilarity of tafie L' 

that of the pul p of a roailed apple. 

BAR R ENS. Elevated lands, which will not produce timber. 

BARRICADOS. That ice which is furmcd upon tbe OlOre above low-water mark. 

BE A\, E R-C L' TT IN G s. A furrier's term for thofe trees or fiic ks \\' hie h have been c u~ 
down by beavers. It is 31[0 ufcd for the fiumps which are left. 

BLOCK UP A BOAT. To pbce blocks, cr logs of wood under ber keel. 

BOBBER. A fmall piece of wood, ",11;,-h is made fan by a piece of line (c..t!led the 

bobber-line) to that corner of a fhoal-net next to the land, which, by 

floating upon the water, OH-'\\,S where the net is. 

BRIDGE OF A DEATHL\LL. A piece of board placed within a deatbfJIl; one 

end of which is Inm<; to a fmall flake hy a pic\~e of twine, and the 

other end is fupported in an horizontal pofition by a peg (called a 

tongue.) vVhen an animal treads on it, the peg is (!r<l\';ll O,lt, which [ets 

the cat-killer at liberty, <lI1,i tlut falls upon the back of the creJ.ture 

and kills it. 

ER I DG E 0 F A TR AP. A plate of iron in the centre of a trap for the animJi tu 

tread on, which then f..l1Eng down, [et~ the j iWS at li~nr)'. 

BULK OF FISH. A (luantity of filh faltecl one upon another. 

Bll LL. A l'mall fea bird. I believe it is called the ice·bild. 

BUSK. A piece of board which is pointed at one end and broJd at the other. 

"Vhen a furboard is not broad enough to fpreacl a fkin properly, the 

bufk is introduced on the belly fide to fir~tch it completely. 

CALLIBOGUj. A mixture of fprucc-bcer and rum. 

VUL. Ill. a C.\PLI~. 
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GAPLI~. A filll "Salmo Archeus" Pennant. 

CAT-HOUSE. A. hut of boughs erected over a trap, to defend it from [now. 

CHI ~ S-I ~ G. Filling with mo[s, the vacancies between the lluds of hou[es, to keep 

out the wind and froll. 

CODST AGE. A covered platform, which is built, projecting over the water, to fplit 

and fait codfifh in. 

C IL\ FT. A fifherm:m's term, lignifying the whole of the implements they ufe ; 

fuch as nets, hooks, lines, &c. 

CREW OF BEAVERS. The two old beavers~ and all their young ones which have 

not yet begun to breed. If there are more breeding pairs than one 

in the fame houfe, it is [aid, to be inhabited by a double or treble crew. 

CROSS-FOX. A fox which is bred between a lilver and a yellow. 

C U F F s. l\Iittens to wear upon the hands. They refemble thofe made ufe of 

by hedgers in England. 

DE AT H F ALL. A trap made of logs. They are chiefly ufed to catch martens, but 

they will kill any beall, by erecting them in proportion to his fize and 
Ilrength. 

DILLROO:-'f. The well in a boat. 

DOATER. An old, common feat 

EDDY FLAW. \Vhere the current of wind is interrupted by a hill or any other 

body, {hort puffs will often fhike in a contrary direction; thole are 
called Eddy Flaws. 

F.\GGOTS OF FISII. Small parcels of codfifh, from a- dozen to a fcore, laid one 

upon another, with their backs upwards to be defended from wet, during 
rain or the night • 

.FALL I N A Rr \. ER. A fmall cataract. 

FISH UPON TH E G.\NGBOARDS. An exprefIion ured by fifhennen to denote, a 

boat being completely laden with filh; to fhew which, they bring in 
two or three upon the GANGBOARDS. 

FLAKES. Set~ of beams, which are fupported on pons and fhores, and covered 

with boughs. They are ufed to dry lith upon. They are of two 
[orIS, viz: Broad~flakcs and Hand-flakes. 

fLEET OF. NETS. 1\ number of nets, which are fallened to each other, in fuch 

m3nner as to form a pound, or pounds. A fleet of falmon-nets, com

monly fpeaking, is but three. But there is no determined number- for 
a fleet of Stopper-nets for feaIs. 

fLIGHT-TH.IF.. The periodical migration of ducks. 

,fROSTB URN. A deep and ferious penetra,ion of froft on any animal fubftance. The 

effect. of fevere froft on animal fubftances being equal with that of 
fire, IS the rearon of that term.-

FURBOARDS. Boards to fpread furs upon. 

CANG1NG. 
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G.\NGl~G HOOKS AND LEADS. To fix fine twine In a particular manner to 

fi{h-hooks, and fmall {haps of line to leads, that they may be ready 

fur immediate ufe. 

GIGGER OR JIGGER, A pair of Llrge hooks fixed back to back with fome lead 

run upon the {hanks, in the {hape of a lilli. The Gigger being Jet 

down to the bottom, is played hy {harp jerks, and fuch fiLh are hooked 

by it, as are enticed by the reremblance of the lead to a real fiCh. 

G LT L L Y. A Barrel with only one head in it, and a couple of large holes bored 

under the chime hoops of the other entt, to introduce a fiang to carry 

it upon. They are ured chiefly to carry fait in. 

H A R P. An old feal of that kind called by Pennant, "Blackback." 

HA U L A NET. Such nets as are confiantly moored in the water oare hauled by 

going out to them in a boat, bying hold of one cnd, <lnd hauling the 

boat along hy the head-rope to the other end, taking the lith out into the 

boat; the meLhes being made large emmgh for the fi01 to entangle them. 

[elves in them. A feine is hauled, by f1100ting it, by degrees, out of a 

boat into the water, and hauling °it on {horc again by the two end!;. 

Ho U ~ D. A water.fowl rather larger than a teal. There birds migrate to the 

north in large flocks in the [pring, and as they ny, make a conti

Ilual noife, than which \1othin'~ can more refemble the cry of a p::ack 

of beagles when in charco \Vhen, and how they return to the foutl! 

again I am unacquainted. 

HUJ-.i:\lOC. A little hill. 

J,\R. 

The low ice with which the whole face of the OCCdIl is covered evel'\' 

winter, and until late in the [umn-:er. 

The young of the !inalleft Lind of fedJ; the c Jd ('IlCS arc called D()u·

bJe Jars. 

JERK. To cure fiOl or meat in the open air without Ldt. 

KILLERS OF .\ DE.\TlIFALL, are three, viz. The Grouno-killcr; which lies 

upon the ground, acrors the front of the Dcathfall. The Cat-killer; 

one end of which turns upon a nail which is driven into a llrong flake, 

and the other is [uFpOIted high lip Ly a line which pafTes o\'er ,/ 

crutch on the top of a flake and then comes down to another at tLc 

bottom, under which one end of the ton~tlC' is fixed, while the other 

fupports the bridge; which l'eing preHed by tIte <.:llimJ!, difcllg;:,~~e~ 

the point of the tongue, that rets tlte cat-ki Iler at libel ty al),1 it falls 

down upon the ground-killer; conrc'1ucntly fdl~s down upon the b3CL 

of any animal, which may be fianding acro[s the latter. And the 

~ ... 1ain-killer; one end of which lefts upon the gropnd and the othel 

llpon o 
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upon the elevated end of the Cat-killer, and falls with it; rerving to 

keep (he latter down. 
KILLICK. A wooden auchorl made by nailing a pair of claws acrors each other, 

and fixing three rods to each claw; within which a large none is pla

(:ed to give it weight, and the ends of all the rods arc tied together 

above the fione, to feeure it in its place. 

KING-HAIRS. The long, gloffy hairs in the {kin of abean, which cover the thick 

coat of fur. 

K Y ACK. The Efql1imau name f0r the canoe which is made ufe of by that 

nation. 

LADY. A water-fowl of thc duck genus, and the hen of the lord. 

LA ~ C E. A fmall fi01. The Sand-eel. 

LA N DW ASH. That part of the fhore which is within the reach of the water in heavy 

gales of wind. 

LA "il N G·ROO :-1. Boughs fpread upon the ground to dry filli upon. They are feI

dom made ufe of, except on the firft efiablilhing a cod.fifhery, before 

there has been time to erea flakes. 

LEDGE. Sunken rocks, and fhoaly places in the fea, where the codfilh refort. 

LOBSCOUSE. A fea dilli. It is a compofition of minced, falted beef, fea bifcuit 

broken fmall, together with potatoes and onions, pepper, &c. re

fembling a thick foup. 

LONGERS. Poles, which, by being nailed to? to but, are made ufe of for floors, 
inllead of boards. 

LOLLY. Soft ice, or congealed fnow floating in the water when it firU begins 
to freeze. 

LOON. A large fowl of the diving genus. 

LOR D. A water· fowl of the teal kind. 

MEW. A keeper's term, for deer calling tlleir horns. 

Mr N K. A fmall amphibious animal of the otter fpecies. 

NITCH or Rl N DS. Ten in number, or as many large ones, as a man can conveni

en.tly carry un~er his arm. Each rind mull be fix feet long, and as 
WIde as the clfcumference of the tree on which it grew. 

NORTHWESTER. A hood to cover the head and llioulders in fevere weather. It 

is intended chiefly to defend the cheeks and neck. 

PACK of C:\ SKS. A caIk which is taken to pieces, firfi marking the fiaves, bun. 
dIed up together and fecured by four hoops. 

PAN OF IcE. A piece of flat ice of no determined fize, but not very large; the 
large ones are called llieets of ice. 

PELT. The {kin of an animal with the fat adhering to it. That term is made 

ufe 



G LOS S A R Y. Vll 

ufe of, for the {kins of lCals, and fltvh (other animals, the fat of which 
Ires between the {kin and the flelh.\ feal &c. is faid to be PE L TED. 

when the {kin and fat are takell ofr logether. 

PHRIrPERs. The fin-like feet offeals, anci other,lIllphibious ~nimals. 

PILE OF FISII. Ahrgequalltit),ofolytlfll,builtup intheformofa roLind hayIlad:. 

\Vhen they are l'uHiciently cured upon the flakes, they are made liF 

into a pile, in order to pre[er\"c them from wet; to gct a gentJe heat, 

and to make room for others. 
PIN OVERS. Bits of flannel, which are tacked to oue fide ot the ~orthwefier, ant; 

pinned to the other; one covering the norc, ami the other, the chin. 
PLANTER. A man who keeps [ervants of his oWIl,and carries on bufine[s for him~ 

[elf: but who, by not ha\-ill.s a verrel, buys hi ... neceffary fupplie': 
from, anli fdls the producc of his concerns to a merchant in thf' 

POOLER. 
POST. 

country. 
A falmon which has lain a lcng time in a flver, but has not yet fpawned, 

A flout piece of timber, Rallding pcrpcndicularh' under a heam. A 
fiat ion from whence a fiOlcry is carried on. 

PR YOR-POLE. A long pole, which is fafiened to that enll of ') !1:oal-nct thJt l' 

farthefi from the land, Ly a piece ot rat-line; which, not being IOl1'~ 

enough to reach to the furface of the water, cau[es the top of the pol~ 
to appear, when the water is covered with ice or loll\:. 

PT AR:'.l IG AN. A bird of the groufe kind; it generJlIy weighs ,O~J()ut a pounll, b'_1i 

feldom more. 

PU~T. A fmall boat. 

RAFTERING OF ICE. Ice is [aid to rafter, when, by bein~ napped in it~ paffage, 

one piece is forced under another, until the uppermon ones rife to a 
great height. 

RAND OF F:\T. A fealer's term for a large piece of fat,jufi as it happen~ to be cut 
off the animaL 

RAPI D, I N A Rl V ER. Where there is a fudden decli"ity of the bed of a river, tht" 
fiream runs quicker; fuch places are called Rapl'ds. 

RATTLE, IN' A RIVER. \Vh~~re there is J. fuccdTion of falls in a river :which an~ 

frequently to be met with in mountainous countries) the tclliing "'.ller 
makes a great noife; fuch a pbce is called a RattI.. 

RE N D ER I N G 0 I L. A fealer's term for melting fat into oil. 

RU-1DI~G. The aaion of taking the bark from trees. In this part of the worlJ, ant 

length only, of fix feet, is taken off the lower part of the trunk of a tree. 

The chief ufe of rinds is, to cover the roofs of hOllfrs ;lI1d piles of filh. 
Ro DE. A fmall tow-line, of four inches and (In half; made ufe of by {hallors, 

by way of a cable. 

VOL. IlIa b ROli1'\D 
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Rou N D SE.\ L. A feal which has not yet been eill}er fkinned or pelted. 

R U .B-B I N GP LAC E. A place by the water-fide, which otters have frequently made 

ufe of to ruu themfelves on after fiflling. 
R C \1;\L\ G Eo A furrier's term for fcarching a country; particularly for beaver-houfes, 

when nothing elfe is mentioned. 
SADDLl" OF A HILL. The low part between two elevations on a chain of hills. 

S .'I.D D L E 13 ACK. The largefi fpecies of gull. "Blackback." Pennant. 

SCU L1' If';. A fifh of the gurnet genus. 
SE W E L. A device to tllrn deer; particularly applied to the feathered line. 

SH E LLB 1 R D. A water-fowl. 1 believe it is called lzoner in England. 

Sr-!.\ RES. Men are faid to work on thejllares when they have a proportion of what 

they kill or make, in lieu of wages; their employer furnilhing craft. 

SH I!';. An infirument of wood, to take rinds off the trees. 

S H 0 A L- i\ E T. A net to catch feals in. It is generally forty fathoms long and two 

deep. The foot of it is brought to, on a Ihallop's old rode, and the 

head, on two filhing-lines; with corks between. It is fet in any depth 

of water, not exceeding fifteen fathoms nor lefs than three, and moored 

by a couple of killicks, faflened by eight or ten fathoms of rope to the 

tnds of the foot-rope, which by its weight keeps the foot of the net 

clore to the bottom of the water, and the corks make it Hand perpen

dicular. As the {eals dive along near the bottom to filh, they firike 

into the net 3nd are entangled; for the net is placed, w jth one end' 

towards the {hore, and the other right off. The Pryor-pole at the 

outer clew (corner) and the bobber at the inner one, Ihew where the 

net is. The fealers lay hold of either, and by their means bring the' 

head of the net to the boat; they then haul their boat along to the 

other end, and take the [ea!s out ciS they go. 

SHOALS OF S£.\LS, OR FISH. A number of feals or fiili being in company, are 

called afloat. I pre[ume the term aro[e, from the breaking of the 

water among them, appearing like the rippling of llioaly ground. 

SHOUT It'-: A RI V ER. A place where the fiream, being confined by rocks 

which appear above water, is {hot through the aperture with great 
force. 

SH 0 R E. A flout poa placed on the fide of a beam in a reclined pofition, to 
prevent its giving way on that fide. 

SHORE~IEN. The people who are employed on lhore, to head, fplit, and faIt the 
codfilli. 

SHORE UP A BOA,];. When a boat is placed upon the blocks, and fet upright, 

# feveral lliores are placed on each fide; to prevent its falling either to 
one fide or the other. 

SILVER.FOX~ 
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SILVER-FOX. A black-fox, with white king-hairs difperfed 011 the bdCk. 'Ji it. 
S I L \' E R-T H A\\,. \!\Then it rains and freezes at the Eline time. 

SLIN K. A falmon which has {i),m'ned, and I:as IlIA yet recovered itfelf by 

SLIP. 

SLOT. 

returning into the fea; till ",hicl} time, it never will. 

A [nare for catching Jeer, uears, or other large ani IIldL. Thev art 

made of \'arious material~, accordingly as a man is provided. 

The foot-mark of deer. 
Sr R 1:\ G F I S 11. A falmon \v hich is ill perfett [caro n. 

SPRUCE-GAME, A bird of the grou[e genus. 

Spu DGEL. A fmall bucket fiXCll to the end of a pole, to tlnow the \\"Jlcr out of a 

boat, which has no pump. 

Spu RSHOR ES. Very long {hares, to fupport the wall-plate of the roof of a codllage, 

SQ U I D. The inkfiCh. 
Sw I:\ G :\ NET. A net is faid to be at jiL'l'llg, when one end anI), of it is made fafl. 
STEADY IN A Rl\'ER. A part where the bed widens, iuclining to a pond, and 

there is no perceptible llrtam. 

ST IN T. The dam made by beavers :lcwfs a fiream, to raire the water to a height 
convenient for their purpofe. 

WRITH. The contents of the magazine formed by bea\'ers, for their fupport 
in the winter. 

STOCK OF TDIBER. A piece of timber, intcnded to be fawed. 

STOPPER-N ET. A large net Jor catcbing [eals, which is m3dc to fit the place in 
which it is fixed; the foot lies upon the ground, dlld the head floats 

on the furface of the waler, bv mC;l[)S of huoys. The farther end is , . 
made fall to an iOand (where there is one) or to the head-rope of a 

long net which is moored parallel to the fhore, and the near end is 

raifed or lowered at pleafure, by means of cdpficlllS. Several of thefe 

nets being placed at certain dillanccs from each other) form fa man} 
pounds, 

STOUTER. Very {hong 01Ores, which are placed round tile head of 'l Hag..:; or 
wharf, to prevent them from being damaged by f11ips or boats. 

STRANGER. A water-fowl oi the duck ki:1d. 
T AI L A TR AP. To fix it {lroperly for (.I(ching an Jnimal. 

THWART CP ,\ BOAT. Tomoveaboatoutofthe rCclchofthe tide, L\' theaffillance 

TICKLE. 

TINKER. 

TILTe 

of leavers or bodily fircngth. when {he is laid broad fide to the Chore. 

A pafTage between the continent and In iOancl, or between two iOands, 
,",-hen it is of no great width. 

A fea fowl. "Razorbill."-Petlll.1Ilt. 

A fmall hut. 
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Tl LT-B ACK. A Back-tilt is a {bed made of boughs, refembling the feaior. ~f a 

roof; the back part is placed towards the wind, and a fire is generally 

made in the front. 

TOM-COD. Young codlial. 

TO:\GUE OF A DEATHFALL. A peg, which is tied to the end of the line which 

fuppol'ts the Cat-killer; the but end of which is placed under a fork 

or notch in a flake, and the point is inferted in a hole in the end of 
the bridge. . 

TONGUE OF A TRAP. A fmall bar of iron, which is placed on one fide of the bed 

of J trap, ana turns upon a pin: it paffes over one of the jaws, and 

the end of it is fixed under the heel of the bridge, which it fupports 

until that is preffed upon; when, being ret at liberty, the jaws fly up. 
Tu R N 0 F TIM B E R. SO much as a man can carryon his ihoulders. 

WATER-HORSE. Newly wafhed codfilh, which are laid upon each other to drain 

before they are fpread to dry. 

WHARBY. A water-fowl of the diving genus. 

WHIGWHAM. An Indian tent of a conical form. 

WHITECOAT. A young feal, before it has caftits firft coat, which is white and furry. 
WHITEF ISH. A fith of the Porpoife kind. 

WHITINGS. Trees which have been barked, and left ftanding. 

WHITTLED-STICKS. Sticks from which beavers have eaten th~ bark. 
WRAPPERS. Loofe {levee-pieces to button round the wrifis, to defend them frpm 

the fro ft. 

YOUNCST~R. A novitiate; a perfon in the firft year, or early part of his fervitude 
ene who has his bufinefs to learn. 

A 







A 

JOURNAL 
OF 

TRANSACTIONS AND EVENTS 

ON THE 

COAST OF LABRADOR. 

THE FIFTH VOYAGE. 

SOON after my arrival in England in the year 1779. I found 
upon fettling my accon1pts, that the various and great n1i[

fortunes which I had met ,vith had involved me in a much 
larger debt than I was able to pay. Interefi: then fuggefied to 
me, that an ilnlnediate bankruptcy "'ould be the n100: ad van
tageous fiep I could take; but honor forbade it; becaufe, I 
knew that my lather had by his ,vill, made Ine his fole heir and 
executor, after paying his debts and fuch legacies as ,vere con
tained in his will: and by my calculations, I judged there 
would be a fufficiency, not only to pay then1, but alfo both 
principal and interefi of lny own debts, and leave a competent 
VOL. III. B malntenance 
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maintenance for me into the bargain \vhen ever his exit fhould 
happen, \ .. ·hich, from his age and infinnities, I had rea~on to 
fuppofe could not be at any difiant period: be fides whIch, I 
had other expectations. I therefore laid thofe things before my 
principal creditors, and gave them their choice whether they 
\vould imlnediatel y proceed to extrelueties, or give me time 
and wait for that event. They chafe the latter, but required me 
to give bonds and [uch other fecurities as were in my power; 
and as I had no intention of doing any thing but what was
firic1lyhonefi and jufi, I hefitated not to cOluply with their 
demands: but I have !ince found, that I fhould have aB:ed more 
prudently if I had taken good advice firft, and had the accolnpts 
firiRly examined, by \vhich, my debts would have been 
greatly reduced. I no"v continued to carryon my bufinefs 
as ufual, and every year after met with more misfortunes: 
in particular, my !hip the Counters of Effingham was dallied to 
pieces in Trinity Bay, in the fpring of the year 1781. A new 
[chooner, \vhich had been that year built by my orders at Pa
radife, arrived at Dartmouth, about Chrifimas, a mere wreck; 
with great part of her cargo throw"n over board, and ol)ly a 
iingle hundred pounds infured on her, and that ,-vas done, at 
thirty-three guineas per cent. The next year, {he \vas taken by 
the enemy. Thefe nlisfortunes cau[ed great hindrance to my 
bufinefs in Labrador, and prevented the fifh, and other things 
\vhich were procured ther~, fronl being rent off the coaft to 
their rerpeai~e nlarkets. On the eighth of December 1781 
llly father dIed; and to\vards the end of the following year~ 
I difcovered, that he had, a little before his death, fettled upon 
my next brother, John, landed efiates to the amount of nine 
hundred and fifty pounds five fhiI1ings a year: and that the de. 
mands \vhich were upon the refidue of his efiates and effeB:s 
for debts and legacies, would not only fwallow up the whole' 
but were more by a few hundreds than they would fatisfy; 

confequently, 
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confequefltly., that not one £hilling would come to me from 
that quarter: and that, what with the accumulation of interell 
and the late additionalloffes, my debts were confiderabl y in
creafed. However I had yet one chance left, for I received a 
letter from Iny agent, Mr. Robert Collingham, infornling me 
that he had Inct \\-ith a vein of fOlne kind of ore, t\venty inches 
,,-ide. I therefore detennined to rctnrn again to Labrador, 
and take a miner from Derbyfrlire ,vith nlC to examine it; not in 
the leafi doubting, but I fhould [oon be out of debt, and alfo 
in very affluent CirCU111fiances. I then appointed Iny brother 
John my attorney, to tranfact all the buiinefs of the executor
ihip, put all my late father's effects into his hands, and prepared 
for my intended voyage. 

This Inorning at three o'clock I left London, and "vent in the 
fiage coach to Poole. I arrived there at eight o'clock that night, 
and ,vent to I\1r. Lefler's hou[e; ,,,,here he politely entreated 
me to continue until my embarkation, and I accPpted his 
offer. I found Salnuel Mather, a Derbyfhire miner, had ar~ 
rived here fome tirne fince. 

This afternoon I enlbarkcd on board a brIg belonging to 
Mr. Lefler, called the Labrador, cOl1llnanded by Mr. John Pitt; 
and bound to Trinity in Newfoundland. \'Ve warped out \A 
the river to a place called Stakes, and there anchored [or the 
night. The next n10rning we ,vorked do\\;n to BrownicT, 
,vhich is jufi \vithin the 1110Uth of the harbour, \\'herc we \\'ere 
obliged to eCl1le to an anchor, not,vithllanding there ,vas a 
frefh, fair 1,vind to carry us on Ollr voyage; bccau[c, \vith that 
\\rind, \ve could not get over the barQ This was a mofl l11U1-

tifying circumflance, but often is the cafe at Poole: there we 
lay two days and nights, in which tilHe \\re might have been 
far beyond Scill y . 
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At four this morning we got under ,veigh; at fix we were over 
the bar, and difcharged the pilot. We raw great quantities of 
mackerel as we went do\vn Channel; but, having in general 
very little ,vind, we caught only one. We met great numbers 
of {hips going to the eaftward (fomeofthem were men of war) 
and feveral others were likewife going downwards. Having.., 
but light airs \vith frequent calms, our palTage down the 
Channel w'as tedious; and the weather being very foggy, we 
could [eldolu fee the land; nor ,vas it till the fixteenth, that we 
got to the \vefiward of the Iflands of Scilly. After ,ve got to 
rea, \ve often faw fifh; but caught only one, which the failors 
called an old wife, although I kept a line out almofl: the whole 
voyage. One boneta was hooked, but got away when clore 
under the quarter; and, with a bad harpoon which the mate 
Blade out of a large nail, I Uruc k fame porpoifes; but they all' 
tore themfelves off. 'iVe met with, and fpoke to feveral veffels: 
but nothing remarkable happened during the paffage, excepting 
that in the courfe of forty-fix days which we ,vere at fea in the 
fineft time of the year, we had not above two or three of them, 
perfettly clear throughout; but lnet with fome hard gales of 
wind, and a great deal.of blowing, dirty weather; and much of 
it was exccffively cold: the reft \\Tas foggy, or very hazy. On, 
the nineteenth of Auguft, we ftruck foundings on the Bank of 
Newfoundland, in a hundred and forty-five fathoms, and made 
St. Francis, at half an hour after four in the morning of the 
t\venty-fecond. At noon we ran through the paffage within. 
the Iiland of Baccaleau, into Trinity Bay; and there got fame 
codfifh, from fome boats which \vere fifhing. At five in the af-· 
ternoon, we \vere within four leagues of Trinity Harbour; when 
it fell dead cahn, and a thick fog came on. Soon after eight, it 
fuddenly blew fo exceffively hard from the northward, that we 
,vere reduced to our courfes, and forced to run out to fea again 
for fear of being wrecked on the fouth fide of the bay; th~ 

night 
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night proved extremely dark and intolerably cold. The next ~ 
1783-

morning we found ourfelves fafe out of the bay; and that we AuguH :!,J. 

had made fo Inuch lee-way as to clear Baccaleau by only four 
miles. We continued to fiand oIf, till two in the afternoon; the 
wind then abating, \ve frood in again, and the gale was over at 
fix. The next morning at day-light \ve were clofe in with the ~:i· 

land again, near Split Point; "rent round Baccaleau, and \vere 
working up Trinity Bay all that day, and till day-light the 
following morning, \vhen \\re found ourfelves about t\VO leagues 
to \vindward of Trinity Harbour; \ve then bore away for it, and 
got fafe in at feven o'clock. vVe did but jufi fa ve our diHance ~ 
for it then bIe\v firong at fouth, \vith hard rain and luifiy \vea-
there In an hour after there came on a heavy gale, with 
rain and thick fog, which continued all that day and the next; 
the wind during that time, creeping back againfl: the [un, until 
it fettled at north. I immediately went on {hore, and waited 
upon Mr. Stone, who is Mr. Lefier's partner, and was infonned" 
that he had rent a veIfel to Labrador this [unl1ner, \vhich had 
brought froln thence all nly old fifh and oil, confilling of jive 
hundred and fixty tierces of fahnon, five hundred and four 
quintals of codfifh, and fifteen hogOlcads of oil. lie inl1nediate~ 
Iy ordered a [mall brig, called the Catharine, cOlnn;'2.nded by 
Tholnas Gayler, to be got ready to carry lne and 111Y people 
to Labrador: he fpared me a cooper and three youngfl:ers .. 
At four in the afternoon of the thirtieth, I Cliled in the above .:;(}. 
veffel for Paradife. vVe had a tolerable fhare of good \\'inds 
and weather, \vhich confidcrably lcfIcned the danger \VC other-
wife fhould have been in, fron1 an UnC01111110n nUP,lbe:" of very 
large ifiands of ice. At fl~n-[et on the fourth of September, SCpt.:Ill:cr 4. 

,ve got fight of Labrador [omewhere about Point Spc'ar, but 
we could not be certtlin to a 111ile or tvvo, as a thick fog hung 
over the land. We ran along {hore to tbe nortlnvard, rather 
edging off, and at day-light the next morning flood rigllt in. 

~ f-
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THE FIFTH VOYA·GE:. 

At fix, ,re raw Roundhill Ifland; at nine, paffed it to the fouth
,vard; and at eleven, 'being then near the fouth end of Spotted 
Iiland, ''tV\TO Efquimau boats came off towards us; we lay to 
for them, and were foon boarded by three men. They were 
much furprifed to hear me fpeak their language, but immediate
ly gueiTed \\7 ho 1 was, and expreffed the greatefi joy, on being 
confirmed in their conjeaure. 'Ve paiTed outfide of Spotted 
Iiland, and endeavoured to ,vork into Rocky Bay; but having 
toiled in vain till five in the evening, \ve then bore away round 
Indian Iiland, and direEted our courfe for Cape North. The 
Indians, at the fame tilne getting into their kyacks, left us to 
return to their tents; and aiTured"me, that they would follow 
Ine to Paradife, with the firll wind. When we were clore 
abreafi of a large iiland of ice, it fell alnlofi to pieces with a 
tremendous roar, like the difcharge of cannon; ,vhich is the 
firfi time I ever raw one founder fo completely. 

At one o'clock this morning, the tide lla ving fet us to lee
ward, we ibould certainly have run upon one of the [mall, low, 
flat iilands, which lies between CollinghalTI and the South Black 
Iiland, had not the fea broke very high upon it. At feven, we 
doubled Cape !'-rorth; then hauled the wind and fetched up to 
Tinker lfiand, bet\'\-een 'which and the Si fiers, we made feveral 
tacks, in hopes of fetching Curlew Harbour; but not being 
able to gain any ground, and the \,rind increafing until we could 

. fcarcely carry a clofe reefed top-fail, \ve bore up, and I carried 
the veifel into Gready Harbour; where we had no loaner 
n1o~red in fafety, than the wind fhifted to north-eaft, and blew 
hard, \vith thick fog until the evening, when it moderated and 
cleared. I ill1nlediately ,vent on {hare upon Gready Iiland, in 
hopes of finding fome hares, of which there has been great 
plenty in former fumrners, but could fee no frefh fign of any; 
perhaps that v{as o\ving to a fox being ()n it, as I faw the frefh 

billiting 
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billiting of one, but could not not find hilTI, although I had a 
good [panie!. I met ,vith lOlne fcattered curlC\VS, and killed 
fix of them and a young gull. In the afternoon I ,vent upon 
Black Ifland, where I faw the frenl fiot of a young deer, and 
killed a curle\v ~ 

At ten this morning, Captain Gaylcr and I, \vith four men, 
landed on Black Iiland to try for the deer. I took a Ilation 
between the weft end of the pond and the {hore, and fent them 
to the eall: end of the ifland to drive it to me. They found 
where it had been feeding very lately, but \\"C could not meet 
with it; \vhich makes me fuppofe, that it has quitted the iOand. 
They fa,v a hare and killed four curle\vs, and I killed ele\"en, 
and a grey plover. "Vhile \ve ,,,ere upon the ifiand, I ordered 
t\VO men to go out in the boat a filhing, and they caught [even 
cod. All hands being returned on board, and ;t light breeze 
fpringing up at fouth-eart, at t\\TO in the afternoon \\'e got un
der weigh; and at [even in the evcning, for ,,'ant of \\'ind, \ve 

came to an anchor again, on the [outh flde of Sadler Iiland, ,\'here 
\ve \\Tere boarded by two othcr Efquilnau 111cn, \vhole falllilics 
,vere in a cove on Huntingdon II1and, a little fanher on. 

At three this morning \VC got under \veigh, and \\'orkcd abollt 
two miles higher, where \ve anchored, during the ebb. ..1-\t 

eight, thirty-fix Efquinlaux, of all ages and of both fcs.rs, caIne 
on board in one of their whaling boats and feveral k yacks, frol11 
them I purchafed thirty-eight flicks of good \\"halebone and 
a few [eal-Ikins. At one in the afternoon, \VC cainc to fail again, 
and I went off in the boat into Goofe Covc; where I tt \\" [DIne 

gee fe, but killed nothing. In the evening \\'C anchored ~~g:lin: 
between Signal Hill and Pinchgut Point. 

A fine, clear, warm day. 
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At four this morning we came to fail, and worked into Cart
wright Harbour, where we anchored at fix and moored. At 
eight I fent a man up to the narrows a !hooting, and he return
ed at night with a brace of fpruce-game, an eider-duck, and a 
goofe; he killed two more ducks and another goofe, but could 
not get them for \vant of a dog. In the afternoon the captain 
and I walked over Signal Hill along the back fhore, croffed 
Great Marlb, and returned along the north fide of the harbour. 
I killed eight curlews, a black duck, and a young gull, and 
faw the figns of feveral foxes; but none of bears, and very little 
of deer. 

A foggy morning, ,vith rain from eight to twelve; but was 
fair after,vards. 

Not being able to move from hence, the captain, one of his 
people and I went up to the narrows, ill the boat with three 
other men, and landed on Earl Ifland. They went along 
{hore, upwards, and found a freih fpring faimon dead; the 
failor killed four gee fe, but got none of them. I walked up 
to the marllies in quefi of deer, but faw very little frefh iign 
of any. At night we faw the total eclipfe of the moon, and it 
,vas a fine opportunity of afcertaining the longitude, had we 
thought of it in time, and regulated our \vatches; it ended at 
ten o'clock, by mine. 

A fine day. 

At day-light this lllorning the captain and his people went 
on illore, and brought off a large grindfione, \vhich had been 
left here ever {ince I lived at this place. We then failed for 
Paradife, where \ve arrived at noon; but found no living crea
ture there, except a Newfoundland bitch. The doors were 
all locked up, nor could \ve difcover, where the people were 
gone. Soon after we came to an anchor, and the captain and I 

had 
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had landed) the velTel, by the careleIfnefs of the people on 
board, in not veering cable, drove, and ,vas within a mere trifle 
0fgoing on {hare upon the upper fide ofRafpberry Point; but 
{he brought up there, and vvas 'varped into a good birth. In 
the evening the Efquimaux which ,\ve had feen at Spotted Ifland, 
arrived hE .~ in a iinall [haIlop and a vvhaling-boat, and pitched 
their tents among n1y houfes: which now confifl: of a dwelling
houfe and fiore-houfe in onc, fixty feet by t,\venty-five, and tvvo 
fiories high; a houle for the fervants, thirty feet by feventeen; 
three [alnl0n-hou[es, ninety feet by twenty each; and a fmith's 
{hop, fixteen feet by twel ve. On the fouth fide of the dwel
ling-haufe, w·e found a tolerable large garden; ,vith plenty of 
cabbages, turnips, lettuces, peafe, and other things in full perC. 
fec1ion. 

A cloudy, cold day. 

I had the veIfel 'varped to the v.rharf hcad and landed all 111Y 

goods; having taken the liberty of breaking open the lervants 
haufe. I had a little trade ,vith the Indians, but they had not 
much to fell; having alrcJ.dy difpo(ed of mofl: of the goods 
'which they brought this year. At eight o'clock at night l'vlrG 
Collingham, the cooper, and a boy arrived in the i\eddy (for
merly the Caplin) froll1 \Vhite-bear, and Eagle River, ,vhither 
they had been to bring away [oole nets and traps, \vhich ,,'ere 
left there. I now had the 111ortification to hear, that I11Y people 
had killed very fe\y furs lafi ,vinter, and only feventy-onc 
tierces of fahnon this fUl1l111Cr. But thofe difappointnlents 
were nothing, cOlnpared to another \v hich I no\y experienced; 
for the fuppofed are, proved to be a friable fubfiance of no ufe 
or value ; confequently, all lny expectations fr0111 it ,'lere 
blafied, and I elearl y forefaw inevitable ruin, '\vaiting 111,Y return 
to England. Furs of all kinds were very fcaree on every part 
VOL. III. C of 
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THE FIFTH VOYAGE. 

of this eoaH IaU \vinter, as were falmon this fummer in all the 
rivers, except that in Sandhill Cove; there a faving voyage 

,vas killed. 

I had a fil1all nlatter of trade to-day with the Indians, and 
adlnired exceedingly th~ honea principle of one of them, who 
abfolutely refufed to part \vith a bundle of whalebone, ,vhich 
he had brought to pay a debt with; notwithaanding I affured 
hinl that the perfon to whom he owed it \vas not in this coun
try, nor would ever return to it again. 

A cloudy, mild day. 

This morning, one of the Indian boats failed for I vucktoke~ 
to '\Tinter there. At the fame time I fent two hands in a fkiff 
to Earl IUand, to kill fome geefe. In the evening I went with 
Collingham and captain Gayler in the brig's boat~ into the mouth 
of the [lnall river, and obferved that both rivers were much 
low'er than I had ever feen thenl before. 

Rained in the l11orning, and cloudy afterwards. 

I had fome hay cut for two goats, which Mr. Stone had rent 
as a prefent to Mr. Collingham. Mather was cutting fears fat, 
to render it into oil. At noon the other Indian boat failed for 
Ivucktoke. The flies \vere very troublefome to-day;' more fo 
than I ever remember them at this time of the year. 

Rained until the afternoon, and then was fair. 

Three men cutting fears fat, and two cleaning whalebone. 
Cloudy, dark weather. 

One Inan cleaning whalebone, and three cutting fat all the 
morning, and the whole of them cleaning bone in the after

noon. 
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noon. At two o'clock two £ballops of Efquinlaux came up 
here and pitched their tents at the dock; and in the evening, a 
,vhaling-boat of thofe people arrived at the fame place; tvvo of 
them \vere of the number \vhich I fa\v at Huntingdon Uland, 
and the other \vas one which had been farther to the fouth\yard. 
I found alnong thefe people, one man ,,,,hom I ,,,,as formerly 
acquainted with; ,vho chanced not to COIlle to the fouth\vard in 
the year 1773, and thereby efcaped the fate of thofe who did .. 
Iobferved \vith great plea[ure, that the \vhole of them "'ere 
greatly improved in their behaviour fince that tilne, that they 
both exprefTed and lllew'ed the greaten poflible friendihip for~ 

and attachment to me, and ,vere perfeClly honeH in every re
[pea. vVhen I 111et "'ith thenl at I-I untingdon Hland, I lent 
one of thenl a gun, which he no\y returned in good ordet. 
They exprefTed a great dillike to the I\Ioravians, and aililred 
me that they ,,,auld not live near, or trade \vith thenl lnore, 
but give 111e the preference to every body elfe. l'hey are now' 
gro\vn very defirous of traps, and proll1ife to attend diligently 
to thelll; in con{equence of \vhich, I lent thenl fOlue. In the 
evening !vlr. Collingham \vent up the river, and tailed four traps 
for otters. . 

Rained in the forenoon, and fair aften\'anh. 

At ten this lnorning, I \\rent up the river in a canoe \\'ith the 
boy, landed at the mouth of South-eafi River, \valkcd about 
two miles up it and there [at four hours \vaitin,~ for the boy, 
,vhom I had clirec~ed to go up the fireanl with the canoe. See
ing nothing of hinl I returned, crorIed the ri '\'er, \\!alked do\\'n
wards until I came "'ithin fight of the hou[es, and then made 
a lignal for a fkiff, vvhich Coon came for ll1C; but the boy did 
not return at night. The people finiOled the feals' fat to-day, 
and cut [orne more hay. I had a fnlall matter of trade vvith 
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the Indians, but they having very little to pay with, I was forced, 

to give [onle of theln credit. 
A very fine day. 

At ten this n10rnin cr all the Indians failed for Ivucktoke. Mr. 
t) 

Collingham ,vent up the river to look for the boy, and found 
him faft aileep; lying acro[s a bear-path in the w?od, near where 
I landed yefterday. Not being able to get the canoe up the 
brook, by rea[on of the fhoalnefs of the water and the numbers 
of large rocks [cattered all over it, ~ he had walked up after 
me, and ,vent as high as a good feeder, which comes into it~ 
near the foot of the large black hill, which is feen from hence; 
\vhen feeing nothing of me in all that difiance (which is about 
fix miles) he turned back, but fearing to return home without 
Ine, had remained there. As he had nothing to eat, and 
fpent a frolly night without a fire, I j~ge his time did not 
pafs pleafantly; but he is a fine fpirited boy, and as hard 
as iron. lIe kept too far within the woods, and by fo 
doing had pafTed behind me. At eight o'clock the £hooters 
returned without a goofe; but brought five black-ducks, 
three eider-ducks, five black-divers, three !hellbirds, and a 
fpruce-game. 

A very fine day. 

Mr. Collingham and moIl: of the people were employed in 
melting out the feals' fat, and they alfo fpread a few large cod
fiCh. I made three wire flips for deer. 

A fine day, but cold. 

In the afternoon Mr. Collingham officiatced as chaplain, by 
reading prayers. _' 

A very fine day, but it rained hard all night.. 
I had 
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I had a good deal of the 'whalebone c~eaned, and {hipped off 
forne falmon; in doing \\rhich, one tierce fell overboard. In the 
afternoon, the Bea yer Ihallop, \vith four hands froin Indian Uland, 
arrived here; the cre\v having finifhed theirhoufe,cut [0111e fire
,vood, and left one man there to cut more. The people infonned 
me, that one Efquimau nlallop had returned froll1 Chateau, and 
that feveral fanlilies of thole people \verc to winter at Cape 
Charles; a eircumfiance "'hich I am "ery forry for, as they ,vill 
run a great rilk of catching a certain diforder, \vhich ,vill go near 
to extirpate the whole race. They alfo infornled Ine, that t\VO 

!ballops belonging to Noble and Pinfon, full of empty hognlcads, 
came lately to Indian Uland, in order to eHabliOl a feal-lifhcry 
there; but, finding nlY people in pofTellion of that placc, they 
went on to Sandhill Cove: \\'here they left their calks, and re
turned ,vith all the [al1110n fronl thence: anlounling to a hun~ 
dred and five tierccs. They infornled In)' people, that little 
or no falmon had been killed this year upon any part of this 
eoan, to the [outh\\rard of that place. (}n tl~L firfl ur this lTIonth, 
at Indian Uland, it [no\ved until it lay a E_'or deep on the 
ground. 

Much rain ,\lith thick fog until the evening, \':hen it cleared 
un. 
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After breakfafi I took two men 'with n1e ina IL iff, and \vent T'ldtL;,? 2, 

to the mouth of South-eaft River: \\·here \\'c landed and \\'alked x. lI'.jl:;, 

into the country, on the fouth fide of it, as {~tr ;tS the caft end 
of the large black hill, called j /uck/zead~· there wc lnade a good 
fire, and paIred the night. The o~jel:-t of our expedition \vas 
to fearch for beavers; but we f~nv no other figns of thofc ani-
mals on the fides of the river, than a [evv old cuttings: nor did 
we find any place, fave one, in \\rhich it ,vas convenient for 
them to build, their hou[es. The diftance which \ve \\>(:1kcd 
to-day, is about feven miles; we found the ,,,oods but thin in 
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general; the walking good, and plenty of feed for deer at th is 
time of the year, and for black-bears in the [ummer. lobferved, 
that both thofe creatures had greatly availed themfelves of it ; 
and if I had had a hound to have drawn on the [cent, I make 
no doubt, but I !hould have fcen deer; as the marks of their 
feeding, was quite frelli. The food, \vhich the black-bears meet. 
\vith here, is ants and flies: the \voods have been burnt feveral 
years ago, and great numbers of trees lie on the ground; which 
being now perfectly rotten, are filled ,vith plenty of ants and 
other infects. The bears break thefe trees to pieces with their 
pa\vs, and lick out the infecrs ,vith their tongues. This is no 
fuppofition, but a real faa; for I have killed a bear with her 
paunch ahuofi full of fuch infects, and with nothing elfe in her. 
"\Ve fa,v in the courfe of the day three otters, a mufquafh, and 
nine fpruce-galue: I beheaded one of the latter with my rifle, 
and killed another with fhot. 

rrhe wood ,vhere ,ve lay being very open at the bottom, and 
the ,vind blowing firong with a fharp froft, we paffed but a cold 
night. At fix this luorning we moved forward, and afcended 
a middling high, bare-topped hill (which was about a mile and a 
half higher up the river) from thence we had a tolerable view of 
the country, and could obferve that, the river, which hitherto 
nole its filent way through a level valley, and was from forty to 
fixty yards broad, is compofed of the waters of two narrow 
brooks, \\!hich join a little belov\' this hilJ, and come in Rattles 
and Falls fronl fome difiance ; but that higher up, the fouthern
luofi one ran on a level fronl as far as we could fee. As we 
could not difcover one fingle pond, or any other place likely 
for beavers, I deternlined to return. 'Ve defcended this hill 
on the eaR fide, and there found the fineft fpot of pole-birch I 
ever. fa,.v, both for goodnefs and quantity; unfortunately it is 
too far In the country, to be of much ufe; but, if neceffity re-

quired 



quired it, they could be got do\vn. VVe got back to our fkiff 
at five in the evening, and to Paradire at fi:--.:; killing by the \vay, 
fix fpruce-game. This day'~; \\Talk ,vas about ten 111i1es. At 
night all the people got very drunk, according to annual CUfi01TI; 

their time of fervitude being expired. 
A fine, clear day, ''lith very {harp froft. 

·The people being all hired afrcOl for another year, the fcal
ers cut forne pryor-poles, dre\v fome killick-rods, and loaded 
the !vlarten \vith their provifions and other neceffarics; and 
the reft, melted out the renlainder of the fat. In the evening 
I ,vent up the river with Mather in a {kiff, and viGted Col
lingham's ottertraps, but nothing had been near thenl: vve fa \v 

the frefh flot of an old, heavy ftag, ,vhich had lately croffed 
the river. 

A dull, mild day, and in the evening a little fno\v fell. 

1"'he oil being tunned off, it produced three hogfheads and a 
tierce: and is the remains, of ,,,,hat ~Jr. Colling-hanl got fro111 
the Indians. 'Ve got up the ticrce of falmon. \vhich fell into the 
river on Monday lafi, and found it 110 \\'orfc. 

A cloudy, mild day. 

At eight this 1110rning I took captain Gayler, John Ed·wards 
(an old furrier) and Sanluel 11ather "rith me in a n~iff, and 
fet off upon another cruife; bea vcr hunting. It being high 
,vater, and the river renlarkably lo,rV, ,ve rovved over th~ three 
lower !hoots to the head of Long Reach. l'hcrc \\'C landed, 
and three of us tracked her up the {hoot at the head of it, then 
rowed to the foot of the upper one, \vhere ~\\'e diJ the fan1e, 
and got into the lake in two hours. Keeping the eafl:ern fide 
of the lake, ,ve rowed along it for a mile and an half, \vhen 
we arrived at the mouth of a firong, rattling brook. 'Ve 
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We there landed, fecured the boat, and, taking our guns and 
a couple of traps, ,valked up by the fide of it. We foon 
found fame frefh cut flicks in the ,vater; three or four {mall 
ponds, or fieadies, with a good deal of old ~out beaver-cut 
{lumps, and t\\ro old houfes. "Ve at length arrIved at the foot 
of a large pond, in ,vhich we perceived that there were beavers; 
for a ne,v fiint ,vas above half completed acrofs the mouth of 
it. I prefently difcovered two large old houfes on the fouth 
fide, and the ne\v one oppofite to them. ,\;Ve went to it and 
judged it to be inhabited by a very firong crew. After tailing 
both the traps, one on each fide of the haufe, we returned to our 
boat; but as we found the way \vhich we had come, to be 
both long and bad, by reafon of the ,vinding of the brook and 
the great nUlnbers of beds of thick entangled alders, we crafTed 
the hills back again. Here we found bad walking in general 
(for the country had been burnt fome years ago, and is now 
over-grown \vith firong Indian tea, with many large cubical 
rocks among it; from around which, the foil has been burnt 
away) yet \ve got back in two hours, although we were four in 
going up. On each fide of the pond is a good deer-path: and 
we met ,vith fame fpruce-game in the woods; five of which 
Gay ler killed, and Ed \vards {hot a goofe. We now got into 
the fkiff and ro,·ved paft the next point of land, where we met 
with a fandy beach, on ,vhich we hauled up our boat, and went 
into the wood; there we nlade a good fire, broiled our fprucc
game, and pafTed a very comfortable night, nOhvithfiandin<T 
much ,vind and rain. b 

A fine, wann day, but a fiornlY \vet night. 

Sunday ~8. At feven this Inorning I fent the t\V'o men, with five more 
traps and a wire deer-flip, to the beaver-houfe : they tailed three 
of the former upon the houfe, the other two in cutting-paths 
and the flip in a deer-path, on the fame fide of the pond; and 

E. s. E. 
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T2turllcd ,vith fiyc fpruce-galne at O;1e o'clock. I c:~pc(lcd 
they ,\'ould l1ave brought a bea"cr alfo, out thc:~~ did not ,,,ork 
Lt·,Oil their houle Iaft night. yrc nov: ~)rocc2dcd ill the fkiH' 
to the head of the lake, \,,'1:cre 'vc l()lllll~_ ~ very {inc river COl1le 
in, with a linall fall'~~ the 1!1~);ll:: ui' il. r~uth the river and the 
CO~lntrv 011 c~ch ii',le 3n:)(':lrcd \', '~',' :n'~ ilij~n', and I ielt a Hron« 

• ... .. - ',' b 

indll1al~On to go h:~~~:·..:r 111', ~Ll~~ i~;l~i (\'It t',\'t) O~· t!~;\>~ days 
longer; but the elonds ICC.i.-'li~l~; ~() CO \~~~,'L for bad \\Tather, and 
fearing it mi ~ht bring on a return (..r ll~~,r rhCl.llllatie eomphints, 
I refolved to return home; and accordingly \VC ro,Ycd do\,,'n 
the lake again. We faw feveral gce[e about the head of it, 
and n1any black divers, ll1ellbirds, and other fowl in the n1id
dIe; but they would not let us get a {hot at them, nor did "'c 
take much pains to effeCt i t. We found the lake t I! he very 
fl10aly in genera], particularly the upper part: the I)~}ttoln of 
it is monly fine [and, covered \vith long ,veed, called goo[c~ 
grafs, \vith feveral large, fingle rocks I~~lnJiJ~~ up, luany of 
,,,hieh are ju£l: belo\", the furface of the ,,~atc;', on \\'hich a boat 
ll1ay eafily have her bows !l:aved in, if rowing fao:. \Ve got to 
the foot of the lake in about t\yO hours, and pafred the 11100t 

there, perfectly fafe and ,veIl; out in going down the iecond, 
\V'e firuek on a rock, nave the rKiff, and \vere \'cry near upfetting 
her. "Vhen \,\re arrived at the third, for fcar of [uch another 
accident (for as it was now 10\\" ,,,'ater, there \vas a good deal 
of fall and fon1e rocks in the Y"ay) y,:c landed on the ean: fide 
and launched the fkiff over a point of low rocks, avoiding it by 
that means, and \ve eared her do\\'n the othe r two, fl:ern fore
mofi, \",ith the help of our to,,,, rope. ..\t fIX in the evening \YC 
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got back to Paradife, \vhen I \\'as infornlcd, that yeHcrday the li_~' 

fealing ere\", failed in the Marten for their \"inter quarters. If 
the fearon Ihould prevent their killing a good yoyagc of feals, 
I am [ure it mull be their own faults if they do not kill plenty 
of white-bears, wolves, deer, foxes, hares, and ducks; for I think 
VOL. J110 D the\'" 
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they could not well be in a better place for tho[e animals. T~ 
dry fifh had been fpread, fame whalebone cleaaed, and a lklff 
full of mofs gathered {ince I went away. 

It rained finart tiU·tenthis morning, cloudy the reft of the 
day, and rained hard again for moll: part of the night, with a 
hard gale at eaft fouth-ean. 

As all the accounts ,vhich I have hitherto read of beavers, are 
very erroneous, I fhall here communicate my obfervations on 
thofe animals. I fuppofe, that none of the writers who have 
Inentioned theln, ever fa'v a beaver-haufe, but related only the 
tales of illiterate furriers, 'v hofe veracity is not to be depended 
upon. I tremble at feeling myfelf under the neceffity of con
tradicting that celebrated natural hifiorian COlUpt de Buffon; 
yet I mufi take the liberty to do it. He fays, "A beaver 
has a fcaly tail, becaufe he eats fi(h :" I wonder much that 
Monfieur Buffon had not one himfelf for the fame reafon; 
for I am fure that he has eaten a great deal more filli., than all 
the beavers in the \vorld put together. Beavers will neither 
eat filli, nor any other animal food; but live upon the leaves 
and bark of fuch trees and Ihrubs as have not a refino:us juice, 
and the root of the water-lilly. I have known them eat black 
fpruce; and they will fon1etimes cut down filver-fir; but I be
lieve, that is only to build ''lith when other trees are fcarce. 
When they eat, they hold their food in their fore paws and 'fit up 
like monkies. In the fummer time they ramble about very 
much, paying little reg~rd to their houfes, and will make a bed of 
flicks {bred fine, under a bulh near the water-fide, and there 
fleep: the firft bed of this kind which I found, I took to be 
th~ neR of a goofe. If the pond which they lived in the laR. 
Winter,. has plenty of fuch food us they like, growing by the 
fide of It, a~d. they ha.ve not been diRurbed by man, they will 
feldom qUlt It; but If there be a fcarcity of food, they will 

wander 
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wander about in fearch of another, where they can be more 
plentifully fupplied: and it has been long obferved, that of all 
the trees which gro,v in Newfoundland or Labrador, they like 
the afpen beft, and next to that the birch. Having found a 
place convenient for the purpofc, they comtuonly begin early 
in Auguft to erect their houfe. Their mode of confirucling it 
I had from a very intelligent obferver, John Edwards, who has 
made the catching of them his whole elnployment for feveral 
winters; in ,vhich time he has killed feveral hundreds. He 
told me, if the pond be deep clole to the bank, and that free 
frolll rocks, they begin under ":ater, at the foot of the bank, 
and fcoop out a hole, rifing gradually to the Iurface; carrying 
all the earth ,vhich they dig out there to the top, and luix abun
dance of Hicks, and even fiones anlong it. The Hicks ,vhich 
they make u fe of 011 this occafion, are of all fizes, from the 
thicknefs of a nlan~s ancle to his little finger, but very feldom 
of la~·ger dilnellllons. They pile up thefe nlaterials in the Conn 
of a dome, fonletimes to the height of fix, or [even feet above 
the level of the ground, but comlTIcnlv not more than fOUf$ u _ 

The bare is generally of an ov dl [orn1; the height ten or twelve 
feet, and eight or Li ~ ~c in \: idth. As they raife this pile 
above, they holloiv it out belo,,', taking care that their bed, or 
lodging-place £hall be above tI~e i'(~~(cb of Soce;:;, and fufficiently 
roomy to contain the \\rholc farnily. Franl the fore part of 
the houfe, they build a prqjec-Lion into the pond, Hoping do\vn
wards nIl the ,\Tay, and under this they enter into their houfe. 
This entrance is called IJY tl ~c furriers, the Angle; nor do they 
always content thelnlclve.s y.:ith Ol1e, but nlorc COnl!110nly 
,vill have t\VO, and lCHllCti.l;cs three. They have but one 
apartlnent, \\h;~h is teri11e\~ the lodging, and ,vhich is {haped 
in tJ 'e infidc like ~!n u\-cl!, tile bottonl of \vhich is co\"cred 
w rih tile ihreds of flick:.;, rc[c111bling fine narrOH- illavings. At 
a l~tde difiance frolll the angle, is their 111agazine of provifiol1S, 
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,vhich confifis of the roots of water-lilly, and the branches of 
trees; the but-ends of the latter they frick into the mud, where 
there is any. The whole is termed writh, and I have feen as 
much as a cart \\rQuld hold; great part appearing above water. 
They are very induflrious creatures, for even amidft a fuper .. 
abundance of provi fions, they will continue to add to. the 
flore; and though their houfe be completely built, they will , 
frill carryon frefh works, until the pond is frozen firm over; 
they ,vill even keep a hole open to ,york on the houfe for 
fome nights after, provided the froft i3 not very fevere: and 
as they ,vill enter every old houfe and do a little ,vork upon 
it, young furriers are frequently deceived thereby, fuppo .. 
ling thofe houfes to be inhabited. Although they will fome
times continue in the fame pond for three or four years or 
Inore, yet they ,vill frequently build themfelves a. new houfe 
every year; at other times they will repair an old one, and 
live in that; and they often build a new houfe upon, or 
clofe adjoining to an old one, making the two tops into one, 
and cut a cOlnmunication between the lodgings: hence, I pre
fume, aro[e the idea of their having feveral apartments. When 
the pond is not deep enough for them, they. will throw a dam 
acro[s the Inouth of the brook, by which it difcharges its water, 
to raife it to a fufficient height; making ufe of flicks, !lones, 
111ud, and [and for this purpofe. Some of thefe I have feen of 
great length and frrength, infomuch that I have walked over 
them \\'ith the greaten fafety, though not quite dry-iliod, if they 
be new, as the water always ilieds over them, being on an exact 
level from end to end. But if, notwithftanding the fiint, they 
ca~not r~ife the ,:ater to a proper depth, near the bank, they. 
bUIld thelr houfe In the pond, at a few yards diflance from the 
!bore, beginning at the bottom and hollowing it out as they go 
on, for they mua have about three feet depth over the end of 
the angle, or the ,vater would freeze in it, and they coul~ go 

neithex: 
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neither in llurout. If there bean iil~nJ in l:1~ 'xLII1, C:1C\' ~C;!:~-
1. J c .. 

rally luake their houfe on t}lat, being ~he ~:dcn ~)~;ll'~'; cl! lJ b~" i~lo:' 

the greaten number of houfes arc on the north iLr)L~, fo:' the 
advantage of the fun. They have no op~ning froIn i.l}~ir houfc 
on the land fide, and for thefe rcafons; becau[e the frony air 
would enter at that hole and freeze up the water in the angle, 
whereby they \vould be cut off from their luagazine: the 
wolves like,vife and other enemies might enter thereat and kill 
them; and the cold ,vould be greater than they could bear. 
For, although they are provided with a thick fkin, covered \vith 
plenty of long, \varm fur, they cannot endure fevere fraU, being 
'\Tell kno,vn, that they die if expofed to it for a {hart time. By 
,,,hat I have faid, the reader ,,,ill fuppofe they are endued ,\lith 
unerring fagacity, but that is not the cafe; for they have been 
knovvn to build their houfe in a pond, ,\'here there \vas fuch a 
fcarcity of food, that they have all died for \\'a!1t; or in one, 
that lay in a flat country ~ \\'hich, by a great tha\v in the ,vinter, 
has been flooded; \\Then they have been obliged to cut a hole 
through the cro,vn of their lodging, and hy [0 doing, a~~d d:e 
T,'. ater freezing in their houie on the return of the [{oft, they' have 
not been able to get into it again, but hayc all been found dead 
upon it. i\t other tilnes, they have lived on a brook, \,-'here ~~ 

tha\V' has caufed filch a firean1 as has \\'aQ1Cu. a\\'ay all their food, 
and confequently fiarved thcln. rrhcy \vill o:r.cn run a flil1t 

acrofs a nalTO\\T valley, through \vhich a ftnall drc:i11 of -Wa[,_T 
runs, and where plenty of \villows) alders, and f'Lch liL,c things 
gro\v, and n1ake a pond for thenlfel':cs. TI-:.c fU:Ticr has then 
only to cut the flint, and ,vhen the \\r:ltcr is ~tln off, he kills 
then1 all \vith the greaten eafe. .As the killing ofbcavcrs is an 
art appertaining to the fcience of furring, which I do not ,vifh to 
Inake public, I fhall fay no more on that head, except that they 
are al\\rays killed by £laking their houfes, by guns, or by traps; 
and not by hunting them .. with dogs, by ll1Crt on horfe-Lack 

l,vith 
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with [pears, as I have feen ridiculoufly defcribed in prints. Nor 
do they ever cafirate themfelves to efcape their purfuers, for 
that part is not only of no ufe, but both tho{e, their prides, and 
oil-bags (the two latter veIfels being common tt> both [exes, and 
the prides only u[ed in medicine, known by the name of canore
urn) lie fa completely within them, that the operation ;mull 
be performed by a very Ikilful hand indeed, and with the 
greateft care not to kill them. Befides, what made them ac
quainted with the caufe of their being pur[ued? If their £le!h 
were not fuch excellent eating, very few beaver-lkins ,vould 
ever come to market. Beavers generally bring forth two 
young ones at a tilne, which are mofl: commonly male and 
female; yet they will often have but one, efpecially the 
firft tilne of breeding; and fometimes three or four; and 
I ,vas told by a luan of mine (Jofeph Tero) that he once 
cut feven out of an old one. The firft year, they are called 
pappoofes; the fecond, Jmalll1udlers; the third, large 1Nedlers; 
the fourth, beaver; and after that, old or great beaver. They 
copulate in May, and bring forth towards the end of June. 
The young ones continue to live with their parents until they 
are full three years old; then pair off, build a houfe for them
felves, and begin to breed. Yet fOlnetimes, and not uncommonly, 
if they are undiflurbed and have plenty of provifions, they 
will continue longer with the old ones, and oreed in the fame 
houfe. They are then called a double crew; and that was the 
cafe with the fatnily ,\'hich we found yefierday. It often
times happens, that a fingle beaver lies retired, and it is then 
fiiled by furriers, a hermit: they fay, it is turned out from the 
family, becaufe it is lazy and wil~ no~ ,vork; and what is very 
fingu!ar (for be the caufe what It W]l1~ the faa is certain) all 
hern11t beavers have a black mark on the infide of the {kin 
upon thei~ backs, called a faddle, which difiinguifhes them. 
I rather thInk the caufe of hermit beavers to be fidelity; as they 

are 
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are very faithful creatures to their nlate; and by fome accident 
or other, loafing that mate, they either will not pail' again, ,or 
remain fingle until they can find another hermit of the contrary 
fex; and that the htddle proceeds frorn the want of a partner to 

keep their back warm. I am [ure that fuppofition is more na· 
tural, than, that it fhould be turned out becaure it is lazy; for 
many of thofe hernlit beavers do [0 much w'ork, that good fur
riers have fometimes been deceived, and imagined, they had 
found a finall crew. Whether they do, or do not make ufe of 
their tails as trowels to plafier their houfes \vith, I cannot fay, 
though I am inclined to believe they do not; becaufe their tail 
is fo heavy, and the tendons of it fa weak, though nUluerous, 
that I do not think they can ufe it to that effecl; and that there
fore they daub the earth on with their hands, for I llluft call 
them fa. When they dive, they give a finack on the water 
with their tails as they go do\vn; but that appears to me to 
proceed from the tail falling over with its o,vn ,veight. 'rhey 
move very flowly on land, and being alfo a very covvardly crea
ture, are eafily killed there by any lllan or beaH that chances 
to meet ,vith them: yet, being defended by long fur, and 
a thick {kin, and armed with long, flrong teeth, firn11y fet in 
very firong jaws, they are capable of Inaking a !lout refinance. 
I have heard of an old one, which cut the leg of a dog nearly 
off at one ftroke, and I make not the leaft doubt of the truth 
of the information. Still I have been infornled, that otters 
will enter their houfes and kill theln; but I believe it 111U [1 only 
be the young ones, when the old ones are froin hOlne; for I 
hardly think, that an old beaver v.rould [ufier itfelf to be 
killed by an otter. "'Then met on £hare by a 1nan, they have 
been known to fit upon their breech and fall a crying like 2. 

young child; an infiance of which I muft relate. 
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A 111an ne,vly arrived in Ne\vfoundland, ,vas walking 
throuo-h a ,vood and near a pond; ",vhere he chanced to meet t'I , 

a beaver \vith a billet of wood on his fhoulder, going down to 
the \vatc:r. As foon as the creature fa \v him, he laid down his 
load, fat upon his breech and cried exaaly like an infant. 
~rhe lnan having more tendernefs in his difpofition than fuch 
men ufually have, not kno\ving what it was, and, perhaps, taking 
it for a creature fuperior to the brute creation, flopped and 
addreffed it thus, "Thou need'fi not cry, poor thing, for I 
"would not hurt thee for the world; fa thou InayeIl: take up 
" thy turn of firewood and go home about thy bufinefs." 'I'he 
above, fiory I do ·not give as a pofitive faa; relating it only as I 
have often heard it. It is an actual truth however, that a late 
fervant of mine, Charles Atkinfon, could never be prevailed 
upon to tafie the fle!h of beavers, becaufe he was fure, he faid, 
" They were enchanted Chrifiians." When beavers meet with 
a fuffiency of afpen, birch, or fuch fhrubs as they are fond 
of, and which are not bigger than a flout pole, they ,vill fel
dam cut thofe of a larger fize; but, when necellity obliges 
them, they will cu t down the largefl tree that ever g~ew. How 
long they are in performing the work, I have had no opportu
nity to afcertain, but I believe ~t is done in no great time: .for 
I once found at the foot of a black fpruce, that they had cut 
do\vn, a chip of four inches in length and hvoi.in breadth, which 
feemed to have been taken off at one frroke. And I have feen 
fo lnany flout trees, which have been felled by them in the 
cour[e of one feafon, that I am convinced they muft work both 
quick and diligently. Small trees they cut on one fide .only~ 
but large ones they go round and always fell them towards the 
,vater, to [ave themfe1ves carriage. A frick the thicknefs 

L , 

of a flout walk.ing cane, they \vill cut off at one frroke, and as 
clean as if done by a gardener's pruning-knife. It is the bark 

only 



TI1E fIFTI-I VOY.AGE,. 

on1y of trees 1,vhich they eat, and [een1 to like tLat of the branches 
ben, though they ,,,ill eat the rind of the trunks aIft). Ilaving 
felled a large tree, they lop off all the bLU;C!lC5, ;~lld thofc, as 
,yell as the boclie-; of flnaB trees, they cu tit:) into lcnfTths . , u 

according to their '\'eight and thicLncIs; tile Llr~~cr U!l(';:; 

they C!lT,T on their i110ulders to the '\vatcr fide, lllro'\\' t:llllt 
• .J 

in, and to\Y theln to the place \vh'2L~ they aL' W~t;ltcd; the 
long branches they drag' alon~' in their lTIouths. They always 
cut on the wind\\Tard fide or a po;}d~ Lccaurc, by [wiul1ning 
along the {hore before they land, tI:~~y ctn "Tind any CllCll:Y 

,vho nlay perchance be there; the \\·inu aIfo a:Eiling theIn 
both to fall the tree tO~.\Tards the \ .... ater, and to to\V the 'wood 
h0111e. Theie creatures begin to ~~n .\y fat after the n1iddle 
of July, are in tolerable cafe by the end of :\ugu:l, and by 
the end ofSeptelnber, are at their befl, proviJed they have good 
living and are not diflurbed. Thofe \vhich feed upon brouze, 
particularly on birch, are the InoIl: deliciolls eating of any ani
Inal in the kno"rn \vorld : but the £lenl of thofe \vhich feed upon 
the root of the \vater lily, although it nlakes thein n1uch fatter 
than any other food, has a flrong tane, and is very unpleafant. 
j\.fter Chrifimas they begin to decline, and by May are com
monly poor; in thefe particulars they refelnbl~ the porcupine, 
as they do in Inany other refpec1s. If their houie is diHurbed 
nluch before the pond is frozen, they comlnonly quit it, and go 
into the next, either above or belo,v; or they ,vill go into an old 
houfe in the [arne pond, or a fInall one of their 0\\ n there, 
,vhich they generally have be fides the one they live in, and it 
is tenned the hovel. If they have been teafed lnuch in former 
years, they will often fly for a very flight dillurbance; but 
fhould the furrier chance to catch the t\VO old ones at firfl, the 
refl: of the family ""ill fcarce ever quit the pond. So long as 
the pond is free from ice, they keep adding to their magazine 
of provifions; but when it is frozen finn, they begin to live 
VOL. lIt E upon 

~ 
1 i83. 

ScptclIlk: 



I 

26 THE FIFTH VOYAGE. 

~ upon it. .A.s the fiicks ,vhich c0111pofe their lllagazine are entan-
Se~t~~fber. gled one in another, fa as to make it difficult to extract a ,vhole 

one, they cut a piece'off, bring it into their houfe, and there eat 
off the bark: after \vhich, they carry it out again and call it 
loore in the \vater. In bringing their food into their houfe" 
they often firike one end of the nick on the bridge of a trap, 
\vhich the furrier has placed for thenl in the angle. From 
this circllmflance, 111any of the ignorant people have pofitively 
afferted, that the fagacity of the beaver induced him fo to do, 
to prevent being caught hilnfelf; but if beavers had fo much 
knowledcre ,'cry fe\v of them, I am perfuaded, would be taken. 

~ , 
Whereas, the beaver's fafety depends chiefly on the furriers' 
ignorance, for he \\·ho underfiands his bufinefs well, will cer
tainly catch the ,,,hole family, or all the families which are in 
the fame pond (if it be not too large) in a very few nights, be 
they evc~' [0 numerous. If they are caught young, they are 
foon 11lade taIne, and then are very f9nd of boiled peafe. Buf
fan and others fay, that they make ufe of their tails as fleds 
to dra\v frones and earth upon: I cannot contr adiB: their 
affertions, as I have never feen thefe aninlals ,V'ork; but I do 
not believe it, becaufe, their tails being thickeft at the root 
and do·wn the centre part, it \vould be almoft impoHible for 
them to keep a frone on it, unlefs held there by another. Nor 
ha ve I ever obferved, that they had taken any frones off the 
ground; but they bring them from the fides and bottoms of 
the ,vater, and muft make ufe of their hands for thore purpofei; 
as they could eafier {hove and roll them along, than draw them 
on their tails: be fides, the {kin of the under part of the tail 
,\\Tould be rubbed offby the friEtion on the ground; which never 
yet has been obferved to be the cafe with them, and is a fironger 
proof, that they never do make ufe of them for that purpofe. 
Thofe ,vho co~pare this account with the writings of Buffon 
and others, wIll find a great difference" but it muft be remem-

bered, 
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bered, that they wrote entirely from hear[ay, and I, from ex
perience chiefly. As [0 luany noblemen and gentleluen in En
gland have expended large fums on curiofities and plcafure, 
I greatly ,Yonder, that not one, out of fa many \vho have parks 
well \valled round (for no other fence ,,,rill do) \vith convenient 
ponds in them, ha\'c been curious enough to efiablifh a colony 
of beavers; \vhich might eafily be done, by planting plenty of 
birch, afpen, alli, ,villo\v, fall 0 \\' , olier, alder, and other filch 
like trees round the ponds, according to the nature of the foil, 
and procuring a fe\v pairs of beavers to turn in. But care 
fhould be taken to have pairs of the [lIne fanlilies, leO: they 
iliould all turn hermits. 

The renlainder of the ". halebone "'as cleaned, but little eUe 
could be done, by rcafon of the badncfs of the \\'eather. Mr. 
Collinghaln ,vas very ill to-day; he ,,,as feized la a night ,vith 
violent pains from his left illoulder to h~s IO\\Tefi rib, accom
panied by a night fever and a difficulty of breathing. I took a 
moderate quantity of blood from his right ann} and in the even
ing laid a large blifler on his left ribs. 

Hard gales, ,,,i th much rain. 

The reluainder of the falnlon, and all the oil \vcre il1ipped 
on board the Catharine. SaIne of the \\'halebonc \\'as weighed 
and tied up in bundles. 1\ nc\\' kitchen. of Ilxtccn feet by 
hvelve, V,ras begun on bf'forc the door of CollinghalTI's haufe, 
where the porch Hood. lVlr. CollinghzHl1 ,vas much better to-day, 

Dirty, rainy we.lthcL 

The remainder of the \\'halcbonc '\'JS \vcighed ~~i1d tied up, it 
an10unted to ten hundred and a half. I looked over and [orted 
part of my baggage. Mi. Collinghml1 ,vas pretty ,veIl to-day. 

Heavy gales, with continual rain all day and nighto 

E2 I rent 
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I rent Edwards this mornina- with two other men to the bea-t> 

ver-houfe, and they returned in the evening with a beaver and 
a o-reat beaver· another trao had been {truck up and hauled 

o ' .l 

out, and fome others would alfo have been caught, had not the 
late rains raifed the water above a foot higher that it was when 
the traps were tailed; by \vhich, the whole of their flint had 
been carried away. T'he great beaver, which "vas the mother 
of the family, '\veighed forty-five pounds; meafured two feet 
feven inches in length, from the tip of her nore to the root of 
her tail, and her tail was a foot long and fix inches and a half 
in breadth. The beaver weighed thirty-three pound5 and three 
quarters; both of them were paunched before they were brought 
home. 

A wet fog with rain the whole of thefe twenty-four hours. 

The \vhalebone and eleven quintals of codfifh were !hipped 
off, the Beaver fhallop was unrigged, her malls taken out, her 
ballaIl: put on the wharf head, and {he was then towed down 
and moored bet\veen this place and Rafpberry Point, where 
{he is to remain for the winter. Mofi of the Ikiff.,>, punts, and 
flats were hauled on filore. 

Rained till eight this lnorning, thin fog, and dull afterwards. 

Saturday 1. I rent Ed\vards by hinlfelf in a canoe to vifit the beaver-traps; 
-v. E. little. one of \vhich had an otter in it, and another was firuck up. 

Frorn the birchy hill on the north-eafl: fide of the pond, he faw 
two other ponds lying upon the [alne brook, higher up. Mr. 
Collingham and four hands ,\vere at work on the new kitchen 
mofl: part of the day; they finifhed fiudding it, and built part 
of the fire- back. 

A cloudy, dull day, with rome [mall {howers of fleet and . 
raln. 

I {hipped 
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I fhipped off all my baggage, and in the evening, the brig fell 
down the ri \'cr belo\v Burnt Point. A couple of 111cn hrent to 
the ottertraps in the lTIouth of South-eafi River: one \\Tas flruck 
up, another carrieo avvay, and the buoy-line ,va'; Cllt and left. 

j\ dull day, \Nith a little rain. 

i\ ftcr breakfafl I embarked on board the Catl!~ Tine, in order 
to return to Trinity. J\.t noon \\Te got undcr wci~h, alId to\vcd 
clo\\"n to the narrows, \'There \VC anchored in twenty fatho111S of 
\',-;ttcr. I!l the cvcnin rr I landed on the north-\veI1 fide, and 

i:J 

\'.'alked to the top of the hill there; but ll1adc no difcovcrics 
'',',:orth noting. 

Cloudv ,,·cathcr. 

.\t half after thrce o'clock this 1110rning, the \vind conlin,l; up 
at north-can, and hIo\\'ing too flron ';' for us c; L1~('r to cU~~ti~1U-": 

"'here \\Te \'.rere, or to p;o any farther, \\ c \\'cigbrd :11111 r;1!~ hJ.ck 
l·l·}to Hoop-Dol·' (--'0- \'" ~"! .... ,, ~·,n \\'P :' 1)('1: ,r .,. r'd"· at 11·.1 r .. (',.(,.. "',- \",' - J. '-... '-... L ~ \ ~ "' ... '- ... .......... '-- \. t .l ..... '" _ ...... 1 , l.., l-l ... 1.. ... 1 l _.1 ... ~ _ _ \ '-" 

\\Tcighcd again, anti Lll1 ~JJOVC Burnt Point, ",here \\'c~ cune to 
and Bloored: a fk ill' then caIne Oil bo~ rd, anJ. I ret: ~ r~lcd to 
ParadiIc. 1\1r. Collillgbaln and [our h,Ul(ls \\'lTC :.Ll \\'u1 L on t~~c 
kitchen all day. 

!9 

--A-, 
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Oi:1oLc:r~ 

l\{ondJY 6. 
j\'. If'. lift.',_,. 

Cl !m, 

TllLi.! 1\ i . 

• \'. f: 

1\1r. Collinghanl and his peo;Jlc \\'cre clTIploycd a; ycnel·(l~y. "-C.I!l:::;, R. 

The firfl: flight of cider-ducks went up the fn'er t!llS cve~1ing, 
As thofe birds trilu the Olon:~ a!o~;[: in the ni~ ht-(iulCS, P"rca1 

<.J LJ ,,")-

nUlubers or flocks go ltp this ri\'Cr as Li;;:} ;~:) Fri:'nd's Point, 
and fometinles hio'her but on fin r1 J'n rr t!" '1'1' 1!"·I'I~.; i r' l11l'~' COl1]-<=>' .... b " • - ! I ., .. ~, 1 • .\ 

monly return again along the oppofl:c [de. ~~cn1C [C\\' l~c\l L:-: 
are fuppofed to crofs the country to the f(:a again, ~~r:d in [pring~ 
fome have been fcen to come dovvn the ri\"Cr, \\'hich \vere fup. 
pored to return the [arne 'way back~ but in gCL\-~r;J they Lccp 
over the faIt water. 

• 1 . r . \ .. , 
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Mr. Collinghau1 and four men nearly finifued the new kitch
en by breakfafi-time; he then ferved out provifions to the two 
coopers, 'who are to have a couple of youngfiers with them, 
and live this winter at the head of Hinchingbrook Bay, to make 
tierces; and alfo to one furrier, '\vho is to live by himfelf about 
a mile fronl the coopers. In the evening they all failed for 
that place in the I'\eddy. I fent Ed~Nards and the boy to the 
beaver-houfe; they returned in the evening \"ith three fpruce
game, and infonncd m~, that the beavers had removed to their 
hovel, \vhich is on the fouth fide of the pond, and had lately 
,vorked very hard upon it. They faw t\vo beavers in the pond, 
and had found a good rubbingplace by the fide of it; alfo, a 
ne\v Il:int acrors a feeder which comes into it. They examined 
a couple of fieadies above, but difcovered nothing there. 

A cloudy~ main day. 

After breakfafl the Hinchingbrook Bay cre,~'s returned, 
and ,,'ent back \vith more fupplies in the evening. Captain 
Gayler, the miner, and I crafTed the river and \valked into the 
woods a porcupine hunting, but \ve were {Don driven out by 
fnow and rain, \\'ithout getting any thing except ~Net jacket~. 

I fent Edwards to the beaver-houfe to Chift the traps and flay 
the night if he faw occaGon. Mr. Collino-ham having fini£bed the D 

new kitchen, we nlade a good fire in it, and found the chim-
ney to carry fmoke very well. 

Cloudy ,veathel', with fome flnaU £bowers of fnow and rain. 

Saturday 11. Captain Gayler and I ,vent part of the way up the cat-path, 
,vhere we tailed three of the deathfalls and a trap. At noon 
Edwards returned \"ith a fmalllnedler, and informed me that 
he had found another new houfe in one of the ponds above 
i~ which he fuppofed were tw'o great medlers. At the fam~ 
tlnle, the people from Hinchingbrook Bay returned in the 

N. E. little 
and calms. 

Neddy 
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Neddy, and took back with them the remainder of their things 
in their fkiff. My people are no\v all fixed for this ,vintcr. 
Befides the above, and the five people who are to feal at In
dian Hland, Mr. Collingham and the boy are to rClnain here, 

Dull, cloudy, mild weather. 

After breakfafi, captain Gayler, Collinghaln, the boy, and 
I ,vent up the river in a fkiff to pick berries. lVe landed at 
the head of Long Reach, and \valked to the top of the burnt 
hills on the eall fide of the river, from ,vhence I went about 
half way to the beaver-houfe. We gathered about two gallons 
of berries, and all got ,\Tet to the fkin, by the melting of the 
[no\v \\Thich fell early this 111orning; and \ve returned hOlne at 
five in the evening. At high water this evening the Neddy' 
was laid on {hore ready to be blocked up for the '\'inter. 

Dull, cloudy weather. 

11r. Collingham went up the river in his canoe, and tailed one 
trap for otters at Friend's Point, another for a fox on the north 
fide of South-eaLl: River, and looked for that which had been 
carried off from the rubbingplace there, but could not find 
it. In the evening the Neddy \\'as blocked up. 

A dull, mild day; it froze a little in the evening, and proved 
a clear nigh t. 

This morning the brig was unlnoored, but the \\'ind fhiftcd 
and {he ,vas moored again, \\'heu the captain ,vent do\vn the 
river in his ya\vl to fcc ho\v it \\'as there, but found a dead 
calm belo\v, and returned ,vith a diver and a f"prucc- a anle. n 

Dull, mild ,veather all day, but it froze fharply in the night. 

Mr. Collingham and the boy ,vent to the beaver-houfe, and 
found all the traps frozen over, but Bothing :n ~lJen1. I-Ie had 

31 

,-~ 
17 83. 

Oct(I\)(-' , 

SU!I(by 12. 

W,-nd 
E. N. l. 

fitth. 

1'.Iuncl,\ \ 1-,. . '-

cd!', 

f!'. !t /I l .• 

N. II'. 

N. E. 

\ \ ' ell nee 1 ~ 1 

.Y.F.l;,'/."" 



OEloler. 

Thurfday 16. 
Wind 

N·frejk. 

Friday 17. 
If'. S. W. 
moderate. 

Jrejlz. 

little. 

calm. 

'I'HE FIFTH VOYAGE. 

an otter in the trap at Friend's Point, and flIot two mufquafhes 
and a brace of fpruce-game. Captain Gayler and I took fome 
traps and \\~cnt do\\~n the river in his yawl with Edwards and 
tw'O other of his people, and tailed two of them for otters, on 
the rubbinCTplace above Drunken Cove; two on that in l-linch-

;:") 

ingbrook Bay, nearefl. to the narro\vs; and four for foxes in 
the path on the cart fide~ bclo\rV the narrowS. Ed wards killeu 
feven flicrht-ducks. and Jot three of them; I killed three, but 

b ,b 

got none. 
A cloudy, cold day, ,vith a little fnow at night. 

The brig \\' as unmoored at feven this morning, and at nine 
the miner and I embarked. 'Ve got under fail imtnediately, and 
worked down; at three in the afternoon we were through the 
narrows, but at fix, finding we gained very little ground, and 
the night growing dark, 'we ran back into the entrance of the 
narrows, and there anchored in twenty fathoms of ,vater. I had 
a fmart attack of the IUlubago this morning, which grew worfe 

as the day ad vanced. 
A cloudy, cold day. 

At three this luorning, we got under weigh and made fail 
down the bay. At day-break we were abreaft of Longftretch; 
at eight \\Tere through the narrows of Cart\vright Harbour; at 
nine were off Black Head; at noon we ,\vere the lenoth of North o 
Hare Iiland, when it fell cahn, and we anchored in twenty 

S. E. little. 

fathoms. We '\veighed again at three in the afternoon, but 
were obliged to bear away immediately for an eafterly wind; 
foon after anchored again, being calm, and remained there 
all night. We raw a prodigious quantity of flight-ducks near 
the narrows of Cartwright Harbour, as always is the cafe 
at this titne of the year, and at the eaft end of Earl Illand 

calm. 

N. W. little. 
patTed abundance of geefe. ' 

A gentle 
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A gentle froIl: early in the morning, the ren of the day proved c--~ 
1783_ 

clear, warm, delightful \veather, and we had a ferene, fine night. OElober. 

We came to fail this n10rning at four o'clock, with a fine 
breeze at wefl:, and at eight "rere doubling Cape North~ 
",vhen the wind died a\\1ay ahnon to a calm, and fhiftcd to fouth· 
\vefi. Finding \\rc could not [afely go \vithin Black Iilands, we 
veered and flood to the north\vard, but \vere [oon obliged to 
get the boat out, as a great [\vell came frolll thence, which 
drove us to\vards the iHands. At the [alue tinle a terrible [ea 
was breaking every \vherc along {hore. I\.t ten, the breeze 
freillening, 've called the boat on board; at three, having 
the '\~olf Iiland open of Black Iilands, \ve hoifl:ed her in, and at 
eight at night had an ofIing of Ii;..: or feven leagues; we then 
took our departure froln Black Iilands, and foon IoIl: fight of 
theine l\1y lumbago \vas 111uch \vorfe to-day. \'cry fe\v iHands 
of ice in fight. 

This was a fine day, and thc night proved Inoc1erate and light 

The follo\ving day 'vas dull and cold, but a finc frelh breeze 
at north north weil made us anlple cOlnpcnratio~. "fhe next 
morning the w'ind ble\v frei11 at ean, \"'ith dark, threatening 
\veather, ,\>·hich increafed by degrees, and obli;;~~d us to lake in 
fail until it blew [0 hard by four in the afternoon, that \ve \vcrc 
obliged to bring to under a clore reefed Inainflil; and being then 
upon the coall of Ne\v{ounJland, \VC dru\'c to\vards Cape John. 
At eight the ,vind fhifted to I!orth by can, anu blc\v \vith great 
violence, driving us toward the Barrack and other rocks. At 
noon the following day, captain GayL:r told Inc tll:!t \ve fhould 
be among thofe rocks before day -light, if tlle gale held; anel 
that the veffel would bear no more fail, \vithout great dangC'f 
of upfetting. I replied, "It is not no\v a tinlc to confider 
" what the veffel will do, but to detennine what !he n~]ll clo. 
VOL. III. F H For. 
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" For nly part, it is a matter of the greaten indifference to me 
" whether I am drowned by being driven on the rocks, or by 
" the u ')[cttinO' of the veIfel; but as the one [eerns to be certain , b . 

" and the other is only a fuppofition, I am decidedly for fetting 
" more h'lil immediately, and endeavouring to get outfide of 
" Funk Hland, \vhere we £hall have drift enough." He approved 
of my argunlents, fet more fail, and the little veIfel plunged 
through the fca better than could be expeaed. But we foon 
luet with an accident ,tV hich nlight have proved fatal to us; 
for (he was caught aback and heaved fuddenly about, \vhich 
carried away the boom-guy, but fortunately did no other dam
age. At fix in the evening the gale began to abate, anJ loon after 
becanle much more moderate; the refl of the night provf'd fine, 
and in the morning \ve !baped a courfe for Funk Iiland, but 
did not fee it. After that, 've had contrary ,vinds, with various 
weather, chiefly fog, infoluuch that it 'vas not till fix o'clock 
in the morning of the thirtieth inflant, that \ve got fafe to an 
anchor in Trinity Harbour. By evening all the falmon and 
codfiill \\'ere fbipped on board Melfrs. LeIter and Stone's {hip, 
Sandwich, bound for Leghorn. This proved a very fine day, 
yet we did but jufl: fa ve our difiance, for the next \vas bad 
enough, and we had no more good weather for feveral days 
after. 

On the third of November, having another [mart attack of 
the fciati:a, I put a very large blifier on the infide of my left 
ham, "v·hlch was ex:remely painful for feveral days, but effec
tually carried off my complaint. On the fifth I fbi pped all 
my furs and whalebone on board a new fbip of Meffrs. Lefler 
and Stone's, called the John; the whole of which was worth 
about five hund red pounds. I configned them to Mr. Lefier at 
Poole, advifed him of that and other affairs I had tranfaCl:ed 
and the next day {he failed for Poole. I determined to accom: 

pany 
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pany Mr. Stone to England in the Little Benjanlin; a new 
brig then on the flocks. She was launched on the l\venty-fourth, 

\Vas ready for fea on the fourteenth of Deceluber, on ,vhich 

day I rent my baggage on board, and we ill0uld have failed the 

next morning early, had not the \vinu fhifred and prevented 
us. 

At ten o'clock in the 1110rning of Thurfday the eighteenth of 
Decenlber, ,ve failed in the Little Benjalnin out of Trinity Har
bour for Poole, and at three in the afternoon \\'ere abreafl of 
Bacaleau, ,vith a frefh gale at north north \\Til, a lliarp froil and 
[otnc ilio\vers of [no\v. \\' c had a very good tinle off the coan, 
and \\ hen \\re got to the eafhvard of the banks, the weather gre\v 
llliider. But the ,vind kept creeping round againfl the fun, 
and by the tilne \\'C had got an offing of four hundred miles, 
it canlC to fouth.eafl:, ean, and ean north c::tfl, and blc\v very 
hard for fOllle days; after '\'hich, \\'C had fair \\rinds, and cx
tremtly fine ,,'eather until the fixteenth ofJa;1Ll~1~"y, 1 ,~~-1, but 
fr"Oln that day we had a lon(~ fcries of bad 'Se-l~;l'._T ~1:Ld corltrary 
,,,inds. On Saturdav the [cventcenth, at four in the 1110rning, , 

\ve firuck [oundin.Q:s in eiaht\, fatho111S; it then blc\v \'Cry 
lJ b J 

hard ,vith thick. fog; at ten the fog lifted a liale, \\'hcr~ the 
people, ,vho ,"ere then aloft, cried out " Land uncler our L,c." 
This ,ve took to be Ufhant, and the D'reat nurnbers of ducks . ) 
and other ,,'ater-fo\\i'l Wh~C~l "'Jere cUIllLllltly 11ying ra:l uc:, 
made us really think \\re wcre very lJl.~dr the LU1d. V/ c Jet 
the forefail and ran ,veIl off from the [u ppoiL'd land, bu t foon 
after others called out again ,; Lanel unJLr our L,--, 1)O'.L 'fhe 
,vind then heading us: ,"e veered and cndca \'()q l"l,d to gct into 
the bay of Bifcay. At t\VO in the afternoon) a Il;Of( dread ful 
huricane came on from the northward, [nch as none of us had 
ever feen, and which beggars all defcription, fuff1ce it to [ay, 
that it ,vas dreadful and terrible to the greaten degree. AI .. 
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though captain Pitlnan, the mailer of the veifel, had the pru .. 
dence to take in \" hat fail he had out, yet it laid the veffel near
lyon her beam ends, and we expeCted that {he tuuft either have 
upfet or loft her nlafis. It lailed three quarters of ~n hour, 
and even after\vards hle\\! fa hard till ten at night, that we could. 
not {hew one raCT of fail: and as it had fhifted again to north 

b 

north weft, "re fuppofed that \ve ,\?ere driving upon the coaft 
of France, bet\\'een U{hant and the Seimes. To retard her 
drift fome,vhat, a cable ",ras veered out, which at ten at night 
,vas cut a,\ray, and we fet a reefed forefail and balance-reefed 
mainfail. It is ealier to imagine than to defcribe the anxiety of 
our nlinds, expecting every minute, from ten o'clock on the 
Saturday morning to eight on Sunday night, to difcover ragged 
rocks clofe under our lee, and foon after to be dri ven upon 
them in a mofl violent gale of wind. We then, mon devoutly, 
went to prayers; I officiated as chaplain, and no fooner h2.d we 
done, than, to the adlniration and afionifhnlent of every man 
on board, the wind became perfec1ly moderate; it !hifted four 
points in our favour, the fky cleared, and, miraculous to 
relate, the rea \'\'hich but the Inoment before ran as high and as 
dangerous as it could ,veIl do, in an infiant becan1e as fn100th 
as if we had {bot under the lee of Scilly at five or fix leagues 
difiance! \Ve could attribute all there things, to nothing but 
the effea of the in1mediate interpofition of the DIVINITY, who 
had been gracioufly pleafed to hear our prayers, and grant our 
petitions; and I hope, I £hall never be of a contrary way of 
thinking. After this, we had various weather with hard-heart
ed winds, \\'hich drove us to the 'wefl,vard of Cape Clear, fo 
that it "ras not till the fifth of February, at midnight, that we 
fa\v the land; when we difcovered Scilly right ahead, and in a 
very £hort time fhould have been among thofe dreadful 
rocks, where Sir Cloudfly Shovel was loft, had not the night 
been clear. The next morning at day-light we were well in 

with 
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with the Englilh coafi at the Lizzard, and fhould have been 
glad to have gotten into Faln10uth, or any port; as it blew very 
firong from the north north eail, looked likel r for n10re 
wind, and our veITel too \vas a poor tool, 'v hen clorc hauled. 
'Ve were not ho\vevcr able to get in w'ith the land, as the 
,V'ind headed us, but dragged the !hare along \vith great 
difficulty; and at eleven at night, on Saturday the feventh, we 
let go an anchor in Studland Bay, to the no fillall joy and fatif
faR ion of every man on board. I then had the mortification to 
hear, that the {hip, John, foundered at rea in a few tIays after 
ihe left Trinity; confcquently, all 111y furs and whalebone \\'cnt 
to the bottoln; and I foon after learnt that, 1\1r. Lefler not re
ceiving my letter till after the above nc'ws arrived in England, 
not one penny had been infured on theIne Early the next 
morning 1\1r. Stone and I, together with three other pafiengers 
got into the pilot boat and \vent up to Poole, 'where \ve landed 
fafe at nine o'clock. vVe immediately dreITcdourfelves, and "vent 
to church to return God thanks for the rnercies ,."hich ,ve had [0 

lately received at his hands; and, through the rninifier, offered 
our public thanks alfo. I ren1ained at 1\1 r. Leller's houfe during 
nly flay at Poole, ,vhich v.'as till the eighteenth; \vhen I fet out 
for London in the Poft Coach, lay that night at Alresford, cleo 
parted [raIn thence the next n10rnir~g at !(~ven, and arrived in 
London at fi ve o'clock in the evening. 

\\7 ell knowing that it \vas Ltterly out of my pow'er to fatisfy 
'the demands of lny creditors, principal and interefl together 
,amounting to up\vards of ieven thoufand pounds; on Iny arri
val in to\vn, I enlployed a friend to make the f()llo\ving offers 
to them; and to requefl: of them to chaofe that \vhich they 
thouo-ht \vould be mon conducive to their intereH. 
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lfi. I would give up to them, upon oath, every article of 
property I poIfeIfed in the world, provided. they would give 
nle a difcharge in full. 

2d. If they would allow me five years free of intereft, I 
would return to Labrador, in expectation of being able, now 
that pea<:e ,,'as refiored, to pay the whole of my debts in that 
period. 

3d. If neither the above offers were fatisfaClory, I requeUed" 
of them to make a bankrupt of me. 

But, f1range as it appeared to me, and mull do fo to others, 
my principal creditors abrolutely refufed to acceed to any of 
there propofals. Ho,vever, Peregrine Cuft, Efq~ to whom 
lowed a hundred pounds, taking compallion on me, immedi
ately firuck the dirgraceful Docket. 

During all thefe tranfactions, and until I had received my 
certificate, it was neceIfary for nle to keep clofe in my lodg
ings, where I amufed my felf 'Nith tranfcribing my journal. 
and in writing, a poem, which, bad as it is, I will take the 

liberty of laying before the public, at the end of my next voy
age, in hopes that it may afford fome little amufelnent: at the 
fame time, affuring the gentle reader that, if I am fo fortunate 
as to obtain his pardon for this ·prefumption, I will nev.er more 
be guilty of the like offence. Tho' I have often fiept whole 
nights on mountains as high as that of famed Parnaifus, yet, 
never having taken a nap on its facred fummit, it canno.t be. 
expected, that I fhould have awoke a Poet. 

EN D OF THE F IFTH VOYAGE. 

THE 
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A L TH OU G H, the certificate \vhich I have received, is 
equal to a receipt in full; the very liberal offers \\Thich 

my brother John has Inade to me, are fullicient to enable me to 
live in England with conlfort; and thc tornlcnting fciatica, with 
which I have been afflicted for thefe five years Ian pall:, renders 
me totally unfit to encounter thofe hardfllips and fatigues \vhich 
a life in Labrador is fubjeC1 to; yet, {ince I anl convinced that 
there will be far Chort of twenty f11illings in the pound for my 
creditors, w hen the final dividend on Iny bankruptcy is made, 
and as I cannot look upon Inyfelf to be an honefi nlan, unlefs 
I pay up the Iail deficient penny 'whencvcr it is in rn)' power to 
do it; confequently I feel it my duty to put ll1yfelf in the way 
of obtaining money for that pu rpofe. As I fee no profpea 
of doing that by remaining in England, I have detenl1ined to 
return to Labrador once more, to try In y fortune apon as large 
a [cale, as my prefent confined circutnll:ances \vill adnlit of. 
My plan is" to keep but few fervants, and to employ them and 

!ny[el~ 
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r--A~ myfelf in killing furs in the winter, and in· trading with the 
J785 
April. Indians in. the fummer. 

In confequence of the above rcfolutions, I have, with my 
brother'salliI1ance, for fometime paft being making preparations 
accordingly. And Mr. Nepean, under Secretary of State to" 

lord Sydney, having prevailed on me to take fOlne of the con
viEts, who are under fentence of tranfportation for feven years. 
I ,vent to Ne,vgate and pitched upon Alexander Thompfon, 
William Litchfield, John Kefhan, and Thomas Connor; the 
firfl twenty-two, the fecond feventeen, and the other two fixteen
years of age, and gave in their names to Mr. Nepean. 

Friday 15. This morning I left London in the Southampton diligence, 
and arrived at vVinchefler at four o'clock in, the afternoon, 
where I quitt~d that carriage and renlained the night~ 

Saturday 1~. I got into the Poole coach this morning~ and arrived at that 
place in the evening, when I went to the houfe of my friend 
Benjamin Lefler, Efq. where I remained until the time of my 
embarkation. 

Monday 18. The brigantine Suf:ln, Mofes Cheater mafter, arrived from 
the Mother Bank, ,vhere fhe had been performing quarantine, 
with a cargo of faIt from a port in the Streights. Part of the 
faIt was taken out, and {he was foonfilled up ,vith fundry goods 
for the ufe of the fillieries in Newfoundland, belonging to 
Meifrs. Lefler and Co. her owners. 

In the mean time my private baggage, and ruch goods as I 
had purchafed in London arrived from thence. I alfo pur
chafed at this place, fuch other goods as I had occafion for. 

I wrote 
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I wrote to Mr. Nepean, de firing that he would order the con .. 
vias to be fent to me immediately, as the veffel would be ready 
for fea on Monday. 

At one o'clock this afternoon I received a letter fronl ~Ir. 
Nepean, by exprefs, informing me that the convias could not 
be fent until an order was iIfued by His l\1ajefiy in Council for 
their being tranfported to Labrador (as they were fentenced 
generally to be tranfported to fuch places beyond the rea, as 
His Majefly in Council fhould appoint) and that the king would 
not be in council until Wednefday ; but that if I could wait fo 
long for them, they fhould be rent off that night by the Poole 
coach, and \vould be with me the next evening. I imnlediately 
wrote to him again, by expre[s, informing hinl that Mr. Lefler 
would detain his veIfel till that time; I therefore defired that 
they might be fent off accordingly. 

This morning the Sufan failed out of the harbour, and an~ 
chored in Studland Bav, \vhere the was ordered to ,vait for rne. 

" 

At half paft one o'clock this morning, I received another let
ter, by expre[s, ft-oln rJr. Nepean, telling 111e that the convias 
would be with me at the appointed tilue. In the afternoon I took 
a ride along the London road, and 111Ct tbe coach four 111iles from 
Poole, ,vith the c·onvias in it, under the care of t\VO men belong
ing to the Public-office in Bow-ilreet. I cauIeu then1 to alight 
before we caIne to the to'\\'11 end, and conduUed then1 round 
the outfide of it to Mr. Lcftel"'s houfc; in order, that nobody 
might know any thing about th~m. 1\.3 [oon as I had figned 
the cufiomary bonds, not to re-land thenl, or be any "ray ac
ceIfary to their returning to England, before the term of their 
tranfportation was expired, and had furnilhed them \vith 
new clothes, which took up about half an hour, I embarked 
VOL. III. G \vith 

41 

~ 
1785' 

April. 
Saturday z3. 

l\lonJay 2:;, 

\\. ednef. :.! 7. 

Thurfday 28. 



+2 .. 

Friday 29. 

Siturday 30. 

May. 
Sunday 1. 

Friday. o. 

THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

with them in a boat, rowed by two men, and fet off for the= 
veIfel; but finding, on our arrival at the mouth of the harhouF~ 
that it ble\v frefh in the bay at fouth-eaft, which was againft us,. 
I landed at the ferry, difcharged the boat, and walked with 
them to the village of Studland, which is about two miles from 
the ferry, where I hired another boat, and at eight o'clock at 
night got on board the Sufan. \Ve ihould have gone to rea 
immediately, but it was then calm. Captain Cheater muftered 
all hands, and found the "vhole £hip's company and paffengers 
amounted to thirty-nine fouls. I brought with Ine a grey
hound dog, a fox-hound dog and bitch, and two couple of 
tame rabbits. 

At one o'clock this morning we got under weigh, and went 
to fea, but there was fa little wind all day, that in the evening 
we were only abreall: of Portland, ,vhere we lay becabned all. 
night. 

Light airs eallerly all day, ,,'hich carried us the length of 
Plymouth by fun-fet. I kept fi£hing-lines out and caught five 
gurnets and three dag-fifh. We faw great plenty of mackarel. 

We had a freill breeze at eall all this day, but, being deeply 
, laden, the veIfel failed heavily. At day-light we were abreafi . 
of the Lizzard, at eleven faw Scilly light-haufe, and at half pall: 
three o'clock loll fight of it. We pa{fed feveral velfels, which 
were working up channel, and caught three mackarel. 

The morning proved cloudy, the rell of the day clear and· 
fine. 

We faw a noddy in latitude 48° 55' north, and longitude 11 Q 

17' weft. I put out a line for bonitos. We fpoke a .!hip from 
Tobago; {he had met with nothing,hut ftrong gales eafterly un

til 
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til to~day; although we had had confiant caln1s and light airs ~ 
ever fince Sunday. May. 

We [poke a floop from Gibralter, "'ith part of the relieved 
troops on board; {he had Inet \vith the fame "reather as the 
former veIfel, yet "re had experienced no change. 

S 1 -
UIHJJ} .:;, 

We [poke the General Matthe\V', Willianl Liddell mailer; TliddJY 10. 

from Grenada to London, out fix \veeks, and had lately met 
with hard gales eafierly; although light airs from the fame quar-
ter have fiill continued with us. I \vent on board her, with 
fame letters for England, and carried the captain a piece of 
beef and three pieces of pork, ,vhich I had preferved in a very 
excellent pickle; a dozen of porter, a firing of onions. and a 
ba!ket of potatoes. Captain Liddell gave me a dozen of rum 
in return, and I fiaid on board and dined with him; he had a 
lady and two gentlemen paIfengers, I bought a ten gallon keg 
of rum, and made a prefcnt of it to captain Cheater. Longi~ 

tude 16 0 10' ,veil. 

We raw feveral bonitos, and [olne flying-finl: I put out .Monday t6 0 

another line for the fornler. 

This being the Queen's birth-day, I gave n1Y people fOlue Thurfday 19, 

cyder to drink her Majefiy's health. T\\TO fUlart fhowers of 
rain fell to-day; which are the fidl I~have feen, [or a confidera-
hIe time before I left England. 

We had a fnlart gale to-day, from the fouthward, \vith luuch FnJJ120. 

rain in fhowers, for a few hours, which obliged us to reef our 
topfails for the firfi time through necelIity; we had prudently 
done fo twice before. In the evening the ,vind abated, and 
the Iky cleared. 

G2 '~Ve 
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We faw fotne noddies to-day. Took in the bonito-lines; 
having kept them out till this time without fuccefs. 

We faw a tern,· with great plenty of noddies and peterels. 
The air was cold this morning, and more fo in the evenin~ 

'iVind north north eaft, freib gales. 

There being but very little wind, the fmall boat was hoified 
out to !hoot birds; one of the people killed two noddiesJ and 
I fuot fix and a tern. 

It ble,v firong all this day at fauth' fouth weft, with {mall 
rain; in the afternoon the wind veered gradually to weft with 
a thick fog, and in the evening it moderated. 

At ten this lnorning, obferving feveral birds very bufy about 
fomething in the water, the fmall boat was hoifted out, and 
it proved to be a large fquid, which meafured {even feet, exclu
five of the head, which broke offin hoifiing it in; when gutted, 
the body filled a pork barrel, and the whole of it would have 
filled a tierce. Although fuch of thefe fifh as come near the 
land, and are generally feen, feldom exceed fix or eight inches-; 
yet I am told, that they grow to a moR enonnous fize; even 
to that of a large whale. They are alfo called the ink-fifh, 
from emitting a black liquor when purfued by other fifh. They 
are caught in great numbers in the harbours in Newfoundland; 
and multitudes run on Ihore at high water, where they are left 
by the tide, efpecially if a fire be made on the beach. They 
are ufed in Newfoundland for baits to catch codfifh, and are 
excellent for that purpofe. I have eaten them, but the taRe is 
not pleafant, being very f weet; perhaps plenty of pepper and 
fait might make them better, but I had none at the time. 
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While the boat was gone for the fquid, we founded, and 
flruck ground in one hundred and forty fathoms of w'ater ; the 
lead brought up fine, green ouze. 

The day was clear, but a thick fog came on in the evening. 

At eight o'clock this morning, being on the n1ain bank of 
New'foundland and in fixty fathon13 of ,vater, ,ve lay to, to 
hili; but catching none in half an hour, made fail again. 
\\1' e had a thick, wet fog all day, and pafTed feveral frnal! pieces 
of ice, which mull have been broken off from large iHands, 
'Y hich the fog prevented us from feeing. 

ilt ten this morning, we pafTed clofe by a very large iHand 
uf ice; and at one o'clock, the fog clearing a'v~ly, w"e perceived 
innumerable large ifiands, and flHall pieces fcattered about in 
every direction; and mufl: have pafTed feveral at a very inconfi
derable diftance. '~le foon after difcoverea the land, ,\'hich 
,ve judged to be Cape St. Francis and the land to the fouth
,vard of it, as far as St. John'S Harbour. It ,\raS greatly elevated 
by the haze, or \ve could not have fcen it fo far; being then 
not le[s than feventeen leagues diflant froll1 it, as \lve after
wards found. 

The day was very fine after the fog cleared up, with a Ino
derate breeze at fouth-wefl:. 

At day-light this morning, we were \vithin four leagues of 
the iIland of Bacaleau; but having only light airs at fouth-eafl:, 
\ve did not get the length of the Horfechops till fun-ret, '\Then 
it fell calm. In crofIing the bay ,ve faw Ieveral grampu[es, and 
feals, alfo birds purfuing fome fcattered caplin: and we gaffed 
up t\\'O codfifh, which lay on the furface of the 'water almon 
dead, and fupped on them. At ten o'clock at night a light ~~r 
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fprang up, \vhich by midnight carried us into the mouth of 
Trinity Harbour; \vhen the \vind firiking out, and it being the 
tide of ebb, ,vc ,vorked in very flo\vly. 

At half paft t\\TO this morning, the yawl ,vas hoifted out, 
when I got into her, with two of my boys, and ro\\red into 
the harbour. At a quarter pail three, I arrived at Mr. Stone's 
houfe (1\1r. Lefler's partner) and called hiln up. He informed 
me, that there had been more drift-ice on the eoaft this [pring, 
than had been known for Inany years; that it calne very early, 
and had continued till the beginning of laft week, which had 
made every body backward in their work; Inany winter-crews 
were not yet returned home, and confequently but few boats 
were out a filliing; that all the early !hips had been three weeks 
or a month jammed in the ice, or cruifing at the back of it; that 
three French !hips were feen from this harbour, driving about 
with the ice in the bay, for feveral days before they could get 
in, and they had failed from hence only Iaft week; and, that 
very little oil or furs had been caught Iaft winter, between this 
place and Twillingate. 

The Sufan came to an anchor at half after four o'clock, and 
by the evening great part of my goods were landed. Mr. 
Stone was polite enough to offer me a bed in his houfe, which 
I accepted. 

The remainder of my goods were landed. An old {ballop 
and feveral goods, part of my late eflate, having been fent to 
~his place laft year to be difpofed of, I allifted in forming them 
Into prop~r l?ts, ~xed ~he auction for Saturday, and called upon 
all the pnnclpallnhabltants, to prevail upon them to attend it. 
I hired John Tilfed for two fummers and a winter, as boatf-

mailer, 
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maHer, for 37£. and his paffage home. He ,vas forn1erly a !~ 
1785-

fervant of mine; having lived \vith me in the falne nation in Jun~, 
the years 1771 and 1772 • 

I bought the {ballop, and fix lots of goods at the auEtion 
to-day, which was well attended; and the thi~lgS fold much 
better, than the effects of bankrupts generally do in this country. 

This being the King's birth-day, I gave my people a bottle 
of brandy to drink his Majefiy's health. The S{.fan failed for 
Fogo this evening. 

I ret two carpenters and four of my people to repair and 
trim the {ballop, \vhich is lying on £hare!, on the north fide of 
the harbouL 

Two carpenters and t\vo of lny lnen ,vere at work on the 
fhallop, and in the evening, having finifhed her outude, they 
got her into the \\'ater, and to,ved her to :\1r. Stone's ,\'harf. 
.At the fame time: Iv! r. Stone fet fonle of his people to \vark on 
her fails and rigging. 

Having about hvice as luany goods as l11y n1allop can carry 
(her dimenfions being only thirty-fix feet keel, elevcn fcet 
beam, and four feet deep under the beanls) I {hipped part of 
them on board a [lnaU [chooner, belonging to MefTrs. B. Lefler 
and Co. bound to the harbour of Fogo, ~vhich is the pri!1cipal 
one in an ifiand of the [uue naIHe, and this 1110rning il1C [ailed 
for that place. 

My boat, which I named the Fox (fonnerly the I\larten) 
being now ready for fea, I 01ipped the remainder of tny goods 

Saturda'" .'. , . 
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r--A..--, on board, and at night my people moored her off from the 
1785' d 
june. wharf, and Dept on boar · 

Sunday 12. I could not fail either of there two days, by rearon of a con
Monday 13· trary wind. 

Tuefday 14. 
Wind 

S. W. 
Jlrong 

\Vednef. 15. 
N.N. E. 
fr!fh. 

There was a [mart gale at fouth-w'efi this morning, accompa
nied by a very thick fog; but that clearing away at noon, I then 
failed for lfihmus Bay, on the Coan of Labrador; dillance one 
hundred and feventy leagues from hence. Mrs. Collingham 
came here in October laft, to obtain fuch alIifrance as was not 
to be had in Labrador; and having no other means of returning 
home, I offered her a pafTage'with Ine, which {he accepted. 
Mr. Stone was fo obliging as to lend me a pilot to Fogo. As 
foon as we got out of the harbour, we found as much wind, 
and more fea than ,ye ,veIl knew what to do with; and as my 
four boys were [carcely equal to one good man, and two of 
them were immediately taken rea-lick the boat likewife being 
deep-laden, much lumbered, and having a large yawl in to'\v, it 
was not withou t fome danger that we got round the Horfechops, 
when we had flnoother water. As I did not like the thoughts of 
doubling Cape Bonavilla in fuch weather, I ordered the pilot to 
carry us into the Harbour of Catalina; ,,,,here ,ve arrived at four 
o'clook. vVe found two fmall fchooners lying here, one of them 
belonging to MeIfrs. Lefler & Co. the other was from the Weft
Indies,- Davis, mafler; they were both bound from Trinity to 
Bonavifia, and were jufl come in, for the fame l'eafon for which 
,ye did. 

There was a thin fog at intervals this afternoon, and it rained 
hard in the night. 

After breakfafl: I took all hands on {hore with me, to Mr. 
Child's filhing room; and taking provifions alfo, we dreIfed 

them 
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them in his haufe, and eat our dinners there: in the evening 
we returned on board. I had captain Davies and Mr. Prefion, 
who is a clerk to Lefier and Co. to eat \\,ith us. \ Ve got plenty 
of lobfiers here; for I rent my people out in the yawl, and they 
foon brought in fifteen, which they caught ,vith a fifh·hook 
tied to the end of a flick. 

This harbour was formerly full of fifhing-roonls" but the very 
frequent depredations of the American privateers in the Iaft 
war caufed every merchant and planter to abandon it, except 
Mr. Child, who has now only two people here; one of whom is 
the Red Indian who was caught about feventeen years ago, by 
a man who {hot his mother as {he ,vas endeavouring to make 
her e[cape with him in her anns; he ,,'as then about four years 
old. 

I fent my yawl out a fif11ing, but it blew too hard to get upon 
a ledge. In the evening the t\VO Ichooners ,vent out of the 
harbour into the [outh-\vefi arm, \vhere they anchored for the 
night. 

It rained the fore part of this day, but the latter ,vas fair. 

Early this morning both the fchooners 'went to [ea; but as my 
pilot thought there was too much \\'ind and fea for ll1Y boat to 
,york round the Flower Rocks; \ve lay fall. I "vent in the 
ya\.vl round the lagoon, and caught twenty lobfiers. In the 
evening we Ihifted our birth near to Mr. Child's \yharL i\. boat 
from Trinity to Green's Pond came in here laden ,\"ith faIt. 

Foggy ,,,eather. 

Child's people hauled thc!r fahnon-net, which was at the head 
of the fouth-",refi arm, and had a ialmon: they g1ve n1e half of it. 
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At day-light the Trinity fhallop rowed out of the harbour 
and went to [ea. In the evening two men came by land, from 
Bonavilla, in [earch of a couple of boys, who ran away from 
their maller on Friday laft. There men reported that the 
north fide of Bonavifla Bay and the Straight Shore were Rill 
jammed with ice; and that fome falmoniers, who were bound 
to one of the rivers north of Cape Freels, were obliged to, 
return for that reafon. 

Thick fog till eleven o'clock, but the refl: of the day was to
lerably clear. 

At nine this morning a ihallop, from Trinity to Bonavifia 
with faIt, put in here by firefs of \veather. Captain William 
Moor, in the fervice of Lefl:er and Co. cOlnmanded this boat, 
and he had an old l11ethodifl preacher, named Holkins, a pa[.. 
fenger, \vith hilTI; I had them both to eat with me. 

There ,vas a thick fog all day, which cleared away in the 
evening for a (hort tinle; it then became as thick as ever 
again, and fo continued all night . 

. At fix this morning, captain Moor went to fea; but as my 
pilot ,vas of opinion that we could not work round the Flowers, 
and there \vas a thick fog, I ,,,as perfe8Jy contented to wait for 
a Inore favourable opportunity. We nlade ufe of Mr. Child's 
houfe as u[ua.l, but always Bept on board. 

At fun-rife we got out of the harbour, but, finding that we 
were not likely to work round Cape Bonavifia before night, 
returned again. 

Clear till eleven o'clock, thick fog afterwards. 

A thick fog all day. 

At 
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At noon I rowed acrors the harbour, and took a walk upon 
the barrens; I met with t\vo w habbies in a fmall pond, and 
killed one of them. Abundance of flovvcrs, fuch as I have 
feen in gardens in England, grow fpontaneouf1y all round the 
!hores of this harbour where the \voods have been cleared 
away: and there is al[o plenty of good herbage for cattle, 
,vhere the fifhing-rooms formerly flood; particularly, the gold 
cup, \vhich is an excellent fallad when young, and little in
ferior to Ipinach: \\Then boiled. 

Dark, cold, cloudy \veather all day; but in the e~;cning the 
lky cleared. 

At nine this Inorning, a breeze fpringing up, \ve \vcnt to 
rea; and, keeping outfidc of the _:-~raIlL!il'CS ~llld Flo"wers, 
doubled Cape llonavifla at one o'clock, and endeavoured to 
,vork into Bonavifia l-Iarbour: but, t!lLl C being l11uch lHorc [ca 
than ,vind, we tried in vain till cleven at night, \\'hen \ve bore 
a\vay under the forclail only to~:;ards the Gookberry If1ands. 

A fine day and mild night. 

At day-light \':e found ourfdves bet\':ccll BZllTO-W Harbour 
and Goofebcrry l£1ands, \vith a great deal of [c~ttercd ice about 
us. 'Ve then bore a\vay along filore, and on drawing near 
to the latter, finding that the rilot neither knc1,\' \",here he \\'as, 
nor what cour[c to fleer for Gr~Cll'S Pond, I ft'l1t :1:U'l on filore 
in the ya\vl to get information. 'Vhen he returned, obferving 
that the courfc he fleered could not be right, as he was run
ning direCtly out to rca, I took the conlnland of the boat upon 
my [elf, and, at t\VO o'clock arri vcd {~lf~ in the harbour of 
Green's Pond. From t\VO boats \vhich arrived lhis lTIornin2 

u 

fro 111 Fogo, I "vas infornlcd that the jalll of icc ,':as Hill clo~e 
in \"'ith the £hare, from Job Batt's Point, to the north\\'ard of 
it-That a French !hip had lately been 1011: in it ~l(>~lr that place, 
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but the crevv raved by other {hips :-that neither cod nor baits 
had yet nlade their appearance there. At this place herrings 
are now' plentiful; but not more than [even or eight quintals of 
codfifh are yet on Chore. 

Clear, pleafant weather. 

I wrote letters to England and Trinity, and rent them to the 
latter place, by a boat which is bound there. Caplin appeared 
to-day, but the boats brought in very few cod. Mrs. Colling
ham- and I eat at Mr. Read's hou[e. 

Fine weather. 

Mr. Read, who is agent to Leller and Co. was fo obliging as 
to exchange my pilot for a better; but the wind would not 
permit us to move to-day. Two boats arrived from Fogo, and 
brought word that the Sufan was put into Seldomcomby, not 
being able to. proceed farther for the ice. Both cod and caplin 
,vere very plentifu 1 to-day. Lall night the brig Trinity, belong
ing to Lefter and Co. took fire through the careleffnefs of the 
cabbin-boy; and had not the mailer fortunately perceived it 
time enough to extinguifh the flame, not only this veffel and 
111y boat, which was 111ade fall to her, would have been burnt, 
but, in all probability, all the veIfels and boats in the harbour; as 
Jike,,"ifc, all the buildings on both fides: for the whole are built 
of wood, and fiand clofe together; the harbour is very narrow, 
and full of craft. 

After breakfail, I went out in the baidkiff and helped to haul 
a load of caplin. We rnight with great eafe have laden a !hip; 
codfilh are in equal plenty. 

Three boats failed this morning for Fogo, but, there being a 
thick fog, I did not chufe to go to rea. After breakfaft captain 

Moor: 
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Moor of the Trinity and I ""rent out a fhooting in my ya,,'l ; we 
ro\ved round Pond and Partridge Uland; he killed a fea pige
on, and I another and a tinker. In the evening captain vVilliam 
!vIoor arrived in a ihallop, with faIt from Trinity. He reported 
that three of Lefier and Co's bankers "rere returned froln their 
firft trip on the banks, \\'ith from four to fix thoufand filli each; 
which is but bad fucce[s, as they ought to have caught ten 
thoufand. He alfo told us, that another banker belonging to 
the fame haufe, had been run down and funk by a French 
banker, but the crew \vere fa ,oed. Cod and caplin, he faid, 
,vere plentiful at Trinity. 

At day -light this morning we got under fail and 'vent ou t of 
the harbour, but the wind foon veering and a thick fog con1ing 
on, returned again. I then \vent out a fhooting in Iny yawl to 
Shag Rock, 'where I killed ten tinkers and flve puffins. l'he 
caplin were very vvild to-day, and the cod had Hruck ofF into 
deep water. l\bout eleven o'clock the fog cleared a \vay. 

I went out of the harbour at a quarter before four this 
morning; at [even doubled Cape Freels; at noon, being 
paft the \VefiCrnll1oft of Edn1ond's Rocks, 've dircdcd our 
courfe for Fogo Iflano, and anchored in the harbour at fix in 
the evening. l"'he Sufan arri"cd but an hour before us, and 
the [chaoner with my goods, got in here on Tuefday Iail; fl1e 
had been tW'ice fiaved, by running againfl drift ice, and 
obliged to unload to repair. The ice did not go out of this 
harbour, or from off the adjoining coafi, until that day. \Ve 
fa\v his Majefly's armed brig Lyon at an anchor in Shoal Cove; 
where fhe was obliged to take ihelter from the ice, and 'vas 
near being loft; fhe is commanded by Lieutenant l\lichael 
Lane, who is employed to furvey this ifland, and the parts ad· 
jacent. From different boats lately arrived from the northern 

parts 
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parts of Newfoundland, I was informed that very great damage 
had been done to the French fhipping-That an Englifh planter 
had taken four or five Frenchmen from off the Horfe Hlands, 
where they had been caft away by the ice, ip endeavouring to get 
into a harbour in their boat, and had been there nineteen days, 
without any other food than fuch berries as they could pick 
up, and which had been preferved under the [now all winter; 
the poor fouls \vere almo!l: ftarved to death! Very few feals 
had been caught between this place and Quirpon, either during 
lafi winter or in the fpring; no cod had yet appeared to the 
northward of this; and here, only 1\vo have been brought in. 

A very fine day, but foon after dark ",rc had a heavy [quaIl 
of rain and wind, which lafied an hour. 

At noon the Lyon came in here, ,vhen I waited on myoId 
friend captain Lane, who had ,,·ith difficulty got into Seldom
comby ; where he had been detained by the ice, above a month. 

A very fine day. 

Early in the lTIorning I laid nly boat to a \vharf-head, and 
had the goods reftowed; then took in four hogQ1eads of bread, 
two firkins of butter, and fOlne pine boards. Mrs. Collingham 
and I [pent the day on board the Lyon, and in the evening I 
waited on Mr. John Slade, and requefied of him to forward my 
goods to Battle Harbour, in Labrador, which he readily con
rented to do. He had jufl: reeei ved ad vice from thence by a 
boat, that more feals had been killed upon that coail Iail fall 
than had ever been known before; that there had not been 
much ice in the fpring, and that the feafon there was much for
\varder than in Newfoundland. Cod and caplin were in tole-
rable plenty here to-day. . 

A fine, warm day, but it rained hard mon part of the night. 

This 
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This morning I had my boat moved nearer to the Lyon, and 
we fpent the day on board that veffel. In the evening the Stag, 
a brig of Mr. Slade's, failed for a market \vith old fiili. A boat 
came in from Funk Iiland laden \vith birds, chiefly penguins. 

Funk Iiland is a fmall flat ifland-rock, about t"renty leagues. 
eaft of the iiland of Fogo, in the latitude of 50° north. Innumera
ble flocks of lea-fo\vl breed upon it every [ummer, which are of 
great [ervice to the poor inhabitants of Fogo; \vho make voy
ages there to load \vith birds and eggs. vVhcn the \-vater is 
flnooth, they make their fllallop fail to the {hore, lay their 
gang-boards from the gun\,vale of the boat to the rocks, and 
then drive as many penguins on board, as !11e ,vill hold; for~ 

the wings of thofe birds being remarkably £hort, they cannot 
fly. But it has been cuflomary of late years, for feveral cre\\·s 
of Inen to live all the fun1mer on that iGand, for the fole 
purpo[e of killing birds for the fake of their leathers, the 
deflruclion ,vhich they have rnade is incredible. If a nop is 
not [oon put to that practice, the \vhole breed will be dilniniilled 
to ahnoil nothing, partic~larly the penguins: Cor this is no\v the 
only iiland they have left to breed upon; all others lyin~:: fo 
;1car to the fnores ofNc\vfounclland, they are ~ollti!:lUll~T robbed. 
The birds \vhich the people bring froln thence. tlIev (tIt and 
eat, in lieu of faited pork. It is a very extraordinary thing (yet 
~t c.:rtain fact) that the Red, or '''ild Indians, of i·Z e'.\-foundland 
fhould every year v [!it that il1and; for, it is not to Le [ccn frol11 
the Fogo hills, they have no kno\vlcJge of the compaf~, nor 
ever hau any intcrcourf(? 'with any oiher nation, u) be in
formed of its fituation. I-Iovv they caIne by tlH::ir i!lIor:: atiGn, 
·will moll: likely remain a fccret among themfelves$ 

A fine day. 
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At four this morning I ,\rent on £hare, and bought feventeen 
foxtraps of captain Cheater; then called on Mr. Lane, and at 
[even went to feat There being but little wind all day, and 
none in the evening, we then towed into Herring Neck, and 
anchored at eight o'clock at night. This harbour is not a con
venient one for the fi{heries; being too hilly all round the !hores. 

I found no inhabitants here. 
A very fine day. 

At feven o'clock this morning I went in the yawl with four 
hands to two ifland-rocks, which lie off the mouth of this har
bour and are frequented by tinkers; I fhot [our, and a brafs
winged diver. I afterwards rowed round the greateft part 
of the harbour, which is fpacious and fafe; it is very long 
and narrow, with great plenty of firewood about it. In the 
afternoon I took a {hort walk upon a point of land, near which 
we lay, and there killed an eider-duck. 

A clear day. 

At four this Inorning we \vent to fea, and kept outfide of 
Gull Ifland, off Twillingate; we then fleered for Cape St. 
John, and paffed it at one o'clock; when it began to blow 
very hard, with continual and heavy rain, which reduced 
us to clofe-reefed fails; and it ,vas as Inuch as we could do, 
to carry them, being twice obliged to let fly the forefheet, to 
prevent upfetting. iit eight o'clock we got into the harbour 
of Fleur de Lis, where we found a floop of war, two large {hips, 
and four brigs; all French. The former was commanded by 
Monfieur Le Tourneur, who foon after came on board and ex
amined me, refpeEting my lading and defiination. This is an 
excellent harbour, and it was fortunate that we got into it; for 
the night proved dark and ftormy J and there are many fcatter-

ed 
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f Few cod are on {bore here yet, ~--. ed pieces 0 ice along {bore. ~" 1785. 

but caplin are very plentiful. July. 

After breakfaft Mrs. Collingham and I received an invitation 
to dine with captain Le Tourneur, commander of the Corvette 
Le Coureur, which we accepted. At the fame time captain 
John Rozee, who commands one of the fifhing-!hips, canle on 
board and invited us to his houfe, where we [pent both the 
forenoon and the evening. I was informed that all the French 
!hips had arrived, except two large ones which were loft in the 
ice, but the crews of both were faved. Many of their veIfels 
had received great dalnage; two of thofe in this harbour had 
their bovvs flaved, and were with difficulty preferved from 
finking. The French have alfo a fixty gun {hip flationed up
on the north-w'efi coan of this il1and; and I ,vas told that the 
commanders of both veffels had orders to turn all the Englifh 
[etders out of the French difl:ria. 

Dark, foggy weather. 

At ten this Inorning captain Le Tourneur failed in his long 
boat, armed with a ["vivel gun, on a cruife to [urvcy -, V'hite 
Bay. Mrs. Collingham and I dined \vith captain Pomlneleco 

A clear day. 

We breakfafied with Monfieur Le Breton, the furgeon of 
one of the fifhing-fhips, and at eleven o'clock went to fea; but 
a cahn coming on, ,ve to\ved into the harbour again, and moor
ed between the firft point and the il1and. We then ,vent on 
!bore, and [pent the remainder of the day with captain Rozee; 
who was long time a prifoner in England, in the ~rar before lafi, 
and fpeaks very highly of the treatment he met ,vith. As I 
was returning on board in the evening, Rozee told me that t,vo 
VOL. III. I of 
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of my boys had laid a p1an to run away in the night, which 
made me order Tilfed to watch them, and.at eleven o'clock, he 
caught them juft as they were ftepping into the yawl with their 
clothes. 

The forenoon was cloudy, and, it rained hard all the after-
noon. 

Early in the morning we unmoored, in order to go to rea; 
but the wind dying away, we moored again, and fpent the, . 
day with captain Rozee, who gave me a pair of irons, into 
which I put the two runaways, and fed them on bread and 
,.yater only. 

Cloudy and fqually in the morning;. the ren of the day, it 
rained continually . 

. 
At eight this morning we towed out of the harbour J and at 

one o'clock to,ved. in again. 
Clear till four in the afternoon; we had then a heavy thun

der norm, and the night was foggy with [mall rain. 

Caplin have been very plentiful ever !ince we came in here, 
but cod is fcarce; and to-day none were to bernet with. I for
got to mention before, that while we were lying in Catalina I 
had a relapfe of the Sciatica; it has increafed ever [mce, and 
now I am very lame and, in great pain. 

A r~iny day. 

I rent Tilfed out a {hooting with a brother of captain Rozee, 
who commands another fiiliing-lhip; he killed a groufe and two 
young black-ducks. Some of the boats brought in a few filli 
from the Horfe lfiands .. 

A clear day. 
I releafed 
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I releafed the two boys (Thompfon and Litchfield) out of r-~:--
irons, and allowed them to eat \vith the reft of the people as July. 

ufual; at eight o'clock we to\ved out of the harbour, and Saturday 16~ 
light airs» 

made fail acrofs White Bay. At ten at night lve came to an variable, 

anchor and moored in the fouth-weft arm of Great Harbour 
Deep, or Orange Bay. 

A clear day, but in the evening a fog gathered upon the 
hills, and it \vas very thick all night. 

Wi,:,! 
N. E. 

r:,: ('d: r/! ~ ,.;, 

'VVe rowed round both the anns of this harbour; the north- SUII(l:v Ii> 

,vert is by much the largefi. The {bores aU round are very N. E. jirw-rt. 

high, fleep, and rocky, but well clothed with \vood, particularly 
birch, proper for cooper's ufe; the reft is fit for firing only. 
I fa'v a ftnall black-bear walking by the fide of one of the hills, 
and fired at it out of the boat, at the diflance of about a hun .. 
dred yards, but miffed. Veffels mufi: run a long way up either 
of the arms, before they can anchor, as the water is very deep, 
clore into the £hares. Three flnaU rivulets, and feveral fireams 
of water empty the111fel ves into this harbouro 

There was a th~ck fog all day. 

Early in the morning I ,vent out in the ya\",l, and examined Monday 18. 

the North Cove, ,vhich lies at the mouth of the LaY:1 and after N. E.litt!" 

breakfafi, went out again ,vith four hands, and explored the 
South Cove, which is oppofite to the former. I obferved, that 
the French had fonnerly a fifhing-roon1 in each, but they are 
both ve:-y wild places, fit only for boats to ride in. \ \" e favv 
many French boats a fifhing, fome of which I fpoke to, and 
begged four fifh of them. They belong to a fhip ,,,hich lies 
in Cow Cove, but have killed very few filli this [eafon. \Ve s. w. It't:!,. 
caught feven fifi1 with jiggers. 

At noon we had a heavy iliolver of rain, attended \vith thun
der; the reft of the day was fine. 

12 We 
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We got up our anchors foon after day-light, and went to· 
[ea. We fell in company with eigh t Englifh boats, bound to 
the northward. At half paft fix in the evening, the wind {hort .. 
ening, we bore up for Englee, and anchored there at half pall: 
[even. Three of the Engli!h boats did the fame, from whom 
I learnt that they belonged to Mr. Tory and his planters, came 
from Sops arm, at the head of White Bay, and were going to 
Labrador; as filli were fo fcarce, that they had not killed above 
a quintal each. I found three French !hips lying here, and 
very few filli on {hare. One Englifh planter lives in this. 

harbour. 
A very fine, WQTffi day. 

We went to rea at day-light, and at eight o'clock, being be-
calmed off Conch, Mrs. Collingham and I went in the yawl 
,~ith two hands into the tharbour to vifit captain Dagunet, who
commands one of thore !hips which put into Trinity this 
fpring. I fe:lt ~he boat back immediately, with orders for the 
Fox to proceed to Carouge, and there wait for us. We were 
l;;:>litely received and entertained by captain Dagunet; and in 
the cve~}ing he carried us to the head of the harbour, in one of 
his boats, from whence he walked with us acrofs the ifthmus to . 
CarouJe. He there introduced us to another French captain,~ 
"I ho entertained us with variety of confeClionary and wines, 
and at night we re-embarked on board the Fox, which arrived
a little before us. In Conch were eight French veffels, and. 
eleven in Carouge. The filliery ~as been very fuccefsful in 
both there harbours, as the ground '~will admit of the ufe of 

'\ 

feines; Dajunet had upwards of two. hundred quintals of fifh 
brought in, by one o'clock to-day; and in the whole, he has 
killed above a hundred quintals for each boat. The {hores of 
there harbours are level, and luxuriant in good herbage. 

A fine day, but fome hard rain in the afternoon. 
At 
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At half pan: two this morning, we tow'ed out of the harbour 
and came to fail; and, at half after five in the evening, came to 
an anchor in the harbour of Quirpon, which is the northern
moll one in Newfoundland, and formed by a large, high ifland, 
which gives name to the harbour; the north-eafi point of \vhich, 
is called Cape Quirpon, js the north-cafi extremity of Ne'\v
foundland, and is in fight of Labrador. Here vv-e found 
feveral French £hips, and \vere \-vell recei ved by captain Gui
de1ou, who commanded the Monfieur privateer in the laO: war, 
during her firll cruife; when, in the [pace of four months, he 
took t'\venty-eight prizes on the coafis of England and Ireland .. 
For which fervices, he was honored \vith a f\,"ord, and a letter 
of thanks from his king. He is much of a gentlclnan, fpeaks 
Englilli tolerably well, having formerly been a prifoner in En
gland; he· has a great refpett for our nation, and takes every 
opportunity of rende ring fervices to the EngIifh in this part 
of the world. He is a proprietor of the greatefl French houfe 
in the Newfoundland trade, and has the direCtion of all their 
concerns on this fide of the Atlantic. Here alfo, and in almofl: 
every harbour between this place and Conch, the fi.fhery has 
been good: but in thofe \vithin the Straights of Bell HIe, and 
Gulph of St. Lawrence it has failed greatly. 

The morning was dull, and a fog hung on the tops of the 
hills till noon, when ,,~e had a heavy Iho'wer of large hail; the 
'weather \vas clearer afterwards. 

I fent Iny people ,vith the dogs to try f01' a fox on the ifland 
of Quirpon, but they could not find any. A boat of Noble 
and Pinfon's came in from Temple Bay, ,vith letters for England 
to go by way of France, and failed inlnlediately for Hare Bayo 
We fpent the day with captain Guidelou. 

A cloudy day, with fog on the hill tops~ 
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I wrote a letter to my'brother John, as Guidelou will fend 
a fhip off for Marfeilles in a few days. 

Thick fog, and hard rain all day. 

The fifhermen reported, that there was a very great rea along 
{bore. My fciatic pains are very fevere now. 

Thick fog, and fame rain. 

Thick fog, with much rain all day. 

In the evening Noble and Pinfon's boat returned, and failed 
for Temple Bay. 

Thick fog, and [mall rain. 

Thick fog till eleven o'clock, when the wind veered round, 
and the Ik y cleared. 

Seven Englifh boats caIne in here to-day, from Twillingate 
and White Bay, in their way to Labrador-; there being no fith 
to the fouthward of Conch. 

Dull till ten this morning, thick fog, ,vith fonle rain at inter-
vals all the reft of the day. . 

All the Englifh boats failed for Labrador to-day; and three 
more came in from the fouthward. One of Guidelou's veffels 
failed for Marfeilles with filli, and I fent my letter by her. 
Not liking the ,,,cather, I would not nlove. 

Thick fog till noon, dull the ren of the day; the night was 
fiormy with rain. 

Saturday 30 • Strong gales, with thick fog all day; more moderate in the 
s. w. jlrong. • 

fr!flz. evenIng. 

Six 
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Six Englifh boats from Fogo and Twillingate came in here 
to-day; one of which ran foul of mine, but did not do her any 
damage. Two fatuilies of Inountaineer Indians (old captain 
Jack, and John Babtifia) came in here from the wefi\\·ard, in 
two French batteaux, intending to go to the ifland of Bell Ifle 
a deer-fhooting; there being great numbers upon it. 

Cloudy weather. 

At five o'clock this morning we got under fail \vith a light 
wind, and at fix ''''ere out of the harbour, \vhere \ve found 
afrelher breeze, and an ugly, crofs rea; which grew \vorfe, un
til we got clofe in with the land of Labrador. The wind being 
[cant, and the tide againfl us, we could not weather Cafile Reef .. 
When we came within half a mile of CallIe Iiland, we found 
as much wind as we could bear ,vith a reef in the fails. Palling 
to leeward of that, and Henly Bland, ,ve ran into Antelope 
Tickle; our forefail and jib at that inllant giving ,vay, \ve let go 
an anchor, but being too near A.ntelope Ifland, there \\7as not 
room to bring up; confequently \ve tailed on !hore, and the 
boat got feveral thumps on the rocks before \YC could layout 
the other anchor. and \varp her off again: had file gone on 
fhore twenty yards lo\ver down, her bottonl \\"(jllid Loon have 
been beat out. 'Ve then \veighed the firfl anchor, and \varped 
her up to the weft end of the tickle, and there Inoored. Soon 
after I \vent in the yawl \vith four hands into Temple Bay, and 
lvaited upon captain Nichols, of His Majelly's floop Echo, who 
received me with the greatefl politenefs, and invited me to dine 
with him on the morro\v. I drank tea on board the Echo) and 
returned at night. A few curle,vs had been fcen to-day, and 
captain Nichols had killed one. 

The day was cloudy, and the evening very foggy. 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

Mrs. Collingham and I dined on board the Echo with cap
tain Nichols, and we all went on {hore at Lance Cove, and drank 
tea with Mr. 'Villian1 Pinion; who is agent to Noble and Pin[on, · 
and fon of the latter. Two families of Efquilnaux, part of 
fome who lived Iaft winter at the HIe of Ponds, are now 
here, but no others have been feen hereabouts this fummer. 
Two men of that nation were' {hot Iaft year at Cape Charles" by 
two others (Tukelavinia and Adlucock) for the fake of their 
wives, which is the reafon that the reft did not come as ufual. 
Captain Nichols very obligingly ordered Iny fails to be mended, 
and alfo gave me atlother jib. The Englifh boats, which I 
left in Quirpon, came acro[s to-day, and anchored in Temple 
Bay. The Indians brought in a young hind, which they killed 
yellerday. Very few f1ili have been caught here yet, and none 
for a week pall. At Ance-a-Loup and parts adjacent, the fifhery 
has been Pt:etty fuccefsful. I faw one flock of curlews. 

Some fog in the morning, but the refl: of the day was clear. 

At eight this morning we got under weigh, and attempted to 
work into Tenlple Bay; but it blowing frelh in Whale Gut, 
and finding that we could gain no ground, ,\ve bore up, ran out 
to fea through Antelope Tickle, and nlade fail for Battle Har
bour, where we arrived at two o'clock, as did the Fogo poats. 
Here I had the pleafure of finding all my goods (except two 
thoufa~d feet of pine boards) arrived from Fogo. There are 
only a hundred quintals of fifh for each boat on fhore at this 
place, and none to be caught now. 

A fine cloudy day, in the evening fome fmall rain fell. 

It blew hard, with fog and rain all the day; but was clearer 
and more moderate in the evening. No boats went out a fifhing 
to-day. 

Every 



E very thing in the boat being very wet and taking great da
mage, I had a thorough drying of the goods, 'which prevented 
l;l1Y enlbracing 1'0 fine an opportunity of proceeding. T~.vo of 
Mr. Slade's boats caIne in from Bell Iilc, laden with fifh; and all 
the boats here had finl in great plenty. The cre\vs of there 
boats informed us, that one of the Mountaineer fanlilies \\' hich I 
left at Quirpon, \vent to B.ell Iile the day that I failed from 
thence, and on their return \vere can: a\vay, in a gale of \vind, 
upon the iiland of Quirpon, ,,,here all of thenl periihed. In 
the evening, I \vent out in the ya\d, and CJught t\venty-fix 
codfiill. A clear, delightful day. 

A t four this morning '\vc to\ved out of the harbour, and an= 
chored upon one of the fifhing ledges, in C0111pany \vith fixteen 
boats (nlofl of them froill .Nc\vfoundland) and caught ninety-
fix codfifh. At eight o'clock a light air fpringing up, I 
rent ninety of the fifh on board a boat belonging to an old fer
vant of 11line, \\,ho has lately cOl1llllenccd nlerchant in a [mall 
\vay, and then nlade fail. At three o'clock this afternoon ,\ve 

heaved off Cape St. Francis, and delivered t\VO letters to janles 
Macey, '\vhom Inlet \vith fifhing in 01K' of his o\vn boats. 
from thence \\'e proceeded to Fifhing-fhips IIarbour, \vhere 
,\vc anchored and llloored ;~t [ollr O'cl:H:L, 1 ro\ved round the 
harbour, and killed a illellbird. 

A clear day. 

Early this llloruing 'Ne got [0111C "\'00<.1 and '\vatcr on board, 
and at five o'clock came to fail. YV'e \\fcrc no [ooner out of the 
harbour's mou.th, than I di[covered a hind and calf upon a hill, 

i"on the continent:* We inlnlcdiately calne to an anchor, and 
went after Jhe~, but they ,,,'ere gone before \\'(' coule! get to 
VOL. III. I( the 
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the place. Bc)\vever, I had the pleafure of ~ifcovering t~o 
good h:lrhou rs, which were not obferved ey lIeutenant Lane, 
when he was furveying this part of the 'coaft in 1770., At half 
after eight we came to fail again, and arrived in Venifon Har: 
bour at one o'clock, where we moored. In the evening I took 
a {hort ,valk upon Stoney Iiland, where I met with a hind and 

I calf; and got a long {bot at the latter, but miffed her. At the 
fume tilne I fent Tilred out in the yawl with three boys, ,\Tho 
brought in nine cod, three fea-pigeons, t\VO whabbies, and a 
lady. A very fine day. 

I fent Tilfed in the yawl with three boys to the outer iflands, 
and they brought in thirty cod, fourteen lords and ladies, and 
four young pigeons. 

Thick fog, with rain all day; clear at night. 

After breakfafl I went in the yawl with four hands' intO' the 
cove to the north-wen of this harbour, \\·here we landed, and 
beat the norlh-weft end of Stoney Ifiand: we faw a good fiag 
and a brace of hares, but could not get a {hot at any of them. 

A fine day, though we had a few' IJg~t fqualls of wind and 
rain abou t· noon. _ 

At five this morning we got up our anchors and caIne to fail,. 
and at a quarter after four in the afternoon anchored and 
moored for the night, in Indian Tickle.' I fent William and· 
Alexander a !hooting upon the iiland, but they faw' nothing. 
I took a !hart walk upon the main, and fawa yellow.fox;· I 
then croffed over to the ifiand, and looked at the houfe where 
my people lived the winter before laft, and found it full of 
empty ca.fks, v~tt-planks, and other thing~; there was alfo,. a 
good feal1ng-fktff hauled upon the beech. 

A fine day. 

At. 
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At fix this morning we came to fail; at half paft four, doubled 
Cape North; and at feven, caIne to an anchor in ILl:hmus Bay, 
oppofite the houfe which I built immediately after the privateer 
l~ft me in the year 1778: and in \vhich I lived, that ,vinter. I had 
the pleafure to find it unoccupied, and in as good condition 
as poffible. I immediately took poffeffion of it; intending to 
mz:.ke it my refidence in futureo 

A very fine day. 

Ear'y in the morning \lve \'I.'arped the Fox to the head of the 
old fione-\\ hart', and, in the cour[e of the day, landed lllOfi of 
the goods, I hung my tent up to the beams of the dining-rooIn, 
nlacie tIl y Led 0:1 the floor, and li)rcad the tent round it. In 
theevcn;~~~, 'fd(.::d '"\':dked round ~'\'1artin's Coye, ",here h~ killed 

( -
an eiJer~c1uck, and fa'.v the !lot of one deer only, but no tracks 
of bears. A very fine day. 

\i'Ve landed the remainder of the goods, and in the evening, 
carried all the traps to Great 111<lllU; ,':hecL I put them into a 
pond. 

'The \"cather was very fine till fix o'clock, ,,,hen 've had a 
flight lhuildcr Honn. 

The fox was ballafled; Til fed c;·~·.l~i1Il-jLd an oLl1Liff \vhich lies 
upon Slink Point, and LHInd her unLT\':ccl~bk'; alfo he fhot a 
hare. At noon I 'vent out in th~ ya\vl, vvith four hands, to the 
outer end of Long Ifland, and killed fifty codfinl~ fi vc l~dies, 

three young gulls, and an old one. 
A very fine day. 

I had the window-fratncs put together (tor I Lrought thcrn 
out in pieces, for the COw vcnicncc of Ho\'~'J.:;:';) I ordered 
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roril~ 'proYifiu)lS to he put 9n board t~e F?x, and fome 'other 
n'e'C'errai~y !?UUllC{S to he doo'e. lil ~he 'cifterlloon I .cranrle<l 
upon the hill (for I am now fa exceffively lame that I~ai\n()t 
walk abov'e ten yards at a time \\1ithout fitting'dowl1 to tea, and 
'aID in fucb inexprelliblc tonilei1t, th~t lif~ is a b'urthen to me) 
and fat there \vatching for geeTe a'rld 'curlews till the evening" 
hut none came near me; the latter are ve'ry rC~lice yet. 

A delightful day. 

A fe'w 'cafks of dry goods were opened and fame batchets' nelv-, 
oed. At noon a brig came into the harbou'r, a'nd anchored.\vhe're 
myfhips ufe~.to do. I ,ven"t on board, and found herto be , 
the ~1ary, 'VilTiam Dier mailer; bound from Paradi[e to Tem-

J • t, 

pIe Bay with [alInon. I brought Mr. Dier on {hore to dine 
'with me, and ,vas informed by him, that the tfiihery in Sand
wich Bay had proved very indifferent; producing only three 
hundred and ninety-five tierces of fifh in Paradife, and Eagle 
River: That very fe\v Indians had been at the fanner place 
this fumn)er; that they had but little to fell, and ,vere an gone 
home fOlne tiule finee. 

Thick fog till noon, 'when it cleared a\vay. 

I [cnt the Fox to Great Ifland, for fOlne of the timber of the 
old houfes and fiage; the returned with a fmallioad in the 
ev~ning. I glazed the dining-room windows, and tacked them 
in their places for the pre[ent. 

Dark weather. 

Early in the morning, the Mary failed for Temple Bay; and 
at eleven o'clock I failed in the Fox with four hands for Pa-,- , , 
radi[e, to carry Mrs. Collingham home. 'We lowered the fails, 
and drifte d for a !hort time in' Blackguard Bay to filli, and -

caught 
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·('.aught eleven cod. At [LX in the evening, we calne to anchor 
in Cart\vright Harbour. 

A very fine day. 

The ,vind being againfi us, I employed the people in pulling 
do,\~n the old fiore-houfe and kitchen C,\?hich ,vere all that 
,.vere left of my {Griner dw'elling-houfe) and in laying the tim
ber of thClTI ready for taking on board the boat at a future op
portunity, for fire\vood. 

A very fine, -hot day. 

At four this afternoon,\ve towed up to Scotch and Irifh 
Point; where vve anchored to \vait for \\·ind. I then fent Tilfed 
a !hooting upon Earl lfiand; he returned at nine, ,\lith a black
duck and a fpruce ganle. In the mean time I killed two ran .. 
gers out of the boat, but one of theln funk, juft as the yawl got 
to it. We then came to fail, and arrived at paradife at four in 
the afternoon; \vhere \\re round :\1r. Collingha'nl in good health. 

_f\. very fine day. 

In the afternoon, Mr. and ~\I r~. Collinghatn acco111panied me 
to Friend's Point, to look at a !\-iountaincf'r ('(IIlOC and pick 
currants. 

Clear, hot weather ... 

Had a quantity of mois, 1\vo hogfheads of falt, and fOl1le of 
myoId wearing apparel, which, I left here when laO: in this 
country, put on board theF ox. 

Cloudy weather all day, and fome fog in the afternoon. 

Fog and rain all day. 

There 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

There was fa fharp a froft this morning, that ice was half an 
inch thick. Thick fog all day. 

My people \vere employed in making nets for deer and hares. 
Thick fog all day again. 

The men were employed as yeflerday, and the fame weather 
continued. 

The fervants were netting in the morning, and in the after
noon I fent them into the woods to cut firewood. 

Thick fog all day; rained till noon. 

At nine this morning we towed down the river, then came to 
fail and worked down the bay, to within a mile of Duck Hland; 
when, finding that we could not make a harbour betore dark, 
and obferving a thick fog coming on again, we turned back, and 
anchored oppofite to the wood which was cut yefierday. 

Clear, cold weather till the evening; then foggy. 

The Fox was filled with fire\vood up to the thwarts, and I 
then fent her dO'wn, oppofite to the rubbingplace on the north 
fide of Hinchingbrook Bay. 

Thick fog all day, but clear in the evening. 

Thick fog all day. 

At eight this morning I went on board the Fox, towed through 
the narro\vs, and came to fail with a light air of w'ind; at eight 
at night" we calne to an anchor in Muddy Bay; in \vhich we 
found, many thoufands of black ... di verso 

A bright, hot day. 

At 
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/~t fix ihis lTIorning \ve ""Talked round the falt-\vater pond at 
the head of the bay, and there found forty-fix inch-boards; 
"'hich had been fawn four years ago, but h~d not been brought 
a\vav. 'IV e rafted thenl down and took theln on board; then 
Inade fail for Cart\vright Harbour, \\ here \ve anchored at two 
o'clock, and in the evening brought off a ya'\\,l load of bricks 
fr0111 Car:bou Cafl1e. I fent Tilred round the back-fhore, ,vho 
brought in fc\"en curlC\\'s, and t\\?enty- f~-'\'C11 large beach-birds. 
I killed tV{O others on the point. 

A clear, hot day. 

f ... t five thi'~ 111orning, I rent the boys on 1l10re for the rc
lTIainder of the bricks, which they brought off at ei\ht: ,,,hen 
,\re made fail for Egg-rock Covc, \vhere \ve anchored until I \vent 
on illorc to look for a particuIc~r fione. \\Thich I tnv there [e\'t'n 
years ago; but, not being able to find it, \Vc proceeued for lfih-
111US Bay. At fix in the c\Tnil1g, the ,vincI bel Ilg contrary, \VC 

ran inficle of t1;~ !uGth ILue IiLuld, and CIllie to an allchor op
pofite to a Il11all 1"ach 11(,:U" the north end, in i~_'vcn L ... thunlS of 
\\raler anJ O~1 V(:1'1 C"ocd lI()i. ~i~"_; ~Tollnd . 

./ 'J J I...J 

1\ cl- '11' el , \' • .... '" ...... t i!.~ . • 

.l\.t fi';e this tTIornin; vIe can1e to fail. iibl'l\1U uf \"cnil;J:l 
I-I" ad, we ... sere vl'ry near rUllni n;;; fuul vI' a pil'CC of drift-icc, 
,vhich would lLn-c fc~(~:cd L11" bo').t. ,\t lnlf ~~all L.~\·:,,·n o'clock 

L 

I an i vcd fafe at horne, \\T( 11 pL.-a {Cd at lIa ',' ll~g guL to til!' end of 
Iny \'oy~,~;(': having faded t\\'U Lund:',_d L':~gECS. 1 found that 

the foxhound bitch had \'. helFccJ, and O!~C cf the l),lC~'. rabbits 
,vas dead. I had t\VO be(l~ijS of a p::1tffJrn1 l~ut uu~, L.} 1~()nS adel 
il10res, at the head of the old \\Tharf~ for landing goods upon, and 
lny bedfiead fet up. I ,vas fo tTIuch beuer of Iny lameller~ to-day, 
as to be able to \valk to the fccond break in ~)link Puint, \\'hich 
is three quarters of a nlile, where I killed four curlews ;'11.>1, a 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

raven. Curlews are very plentiful now; we Caw innumerable 

flocks on Veni[on Head, as we pa{[ed it. 
A cloudy day, vvith a little rain in the afternoon. 

The forenoon ,,'as dark and flormy, bu t the afternoon proved 

better, and the clouds broke. 

In the courfe of the day the people finilbed the platform; 
they likewife chinced my bed-rooln, and part of the dining
room with rools. In the evening I placed a hare-net acro[s .this 
end of Slink Point, and had it beat by htVO of the boys and 
three dogs, but found nothing. At noon, a illallop belonging 
to 1\oble and Pin[on, arrived here from Table Bay, and brought 
part of illy provifions from Battle Harbour. IvIr. 'VVilliaul Dier, 
late mailer of the Mary, came in this boat, and brought rome 
people to complete the winter crews at Pal'adlfe, where he 
is to be fnperintendent, and as foon as he 'had landed my 
goods, he failed for that place. My late poIfeffions in Sand,vich 
Bay, together \vith what goods remained there, were fold lail 
,vinter, by Iny ailignees, to Noble and Pinfon; for the paltry rUIn 

of two hundred and fifty pounds: whereas, the goods alone, of 
which Mr. Collingham fent h01TIe an inventory, ,\Tere valued by 
him at two hundred and eighty pounds; and I had informed 
my affignees, that the filhing-pofis and· the buildings thereon, 
were well worth a thoufand pounds. But Mr. Robert Hunter, 
merchant in London, who is the acting affignee, does a great· 
deal of bufinefs by commiilion, for Noble and Pinfon; there
fore it is no \vonder, that my property 'vas fold by private 
contract to thofe people; rather than by public auction 
at Poole; as I defired it might be. I lTIull confefs, that 
I cannot help feeling greatly hurt, that Noble and Pinfon, who 
have been my inveterate enemies ever fince I firfi: came to this 
country, fhould get, for lefs than nothing, poffefiions" which coll 

me 
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me fo much labour, to find out, and money to efiabli!h. Had r-~ 

1785 • 
. they given a fair price for them, I ihould have been contented, Septembc: 

and my creditors would not have been injured .. 
Cloud y weather. 

The Fox was brought to the wharf, unloaded and then moor
ed off again. I made three deer-flips of drag-hvine, and the peo· 
pIe chinced part of the dining-room. 

Cloudy till ten o'clock, and rain the reft of the day. 

Part of the dining-room was chinced, the windo\~ put into 
my bed-room, two hogfheads of bread aired, and fome gra[s 
cut for hay for the rabbits. At noon I fent WIlliam to put out 
fome duck-fnares, by the pond under Berry Hill; he reported, 
that he fa\v a fox, the tracks of many others, and the flat of fe
veral deer. At the fame time I went upon Slink Point, to way
lay the geefe which I knew he would difturb, and fired at t\VO ; 

one of which I firuck, but did not kill it. In the evening, I 
rent Tilfed round l\1artin's Cove to {hoot gee fe, but he fa,·\"" 
none. 

A fine day. 

Both the windo\vs in the dining-roolu ,,'ere put in, the reft 
of the bread aired, the bricks brought up to the haufe, and 
fome firewood piled. fi .. t noon I \vent in the punt with two 
hands, and tailed one of the flips in the path \vhich croIfes this 
neck of land into Nlartin's Cove, and the other t\VO, in the path 
\vhich is at the head. of the harbour. I fa\v a great nUlnber of 
geefe and black-ducks, but not Inany curle\vs, as they arc no\v 
going fan away to the fouthward; I killed three. / .. t eight 
o'clock at night, a Ulan arri "cd \\'ith a letter froln 1\1r. Colling
hanl, infonning me, that !Vir. Dier had forcibly feized upon all 
his \vhalebone" oil, and furs, together \yith \",hat belonged to IUY 
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THE SIXTH ttOVACE .. 

a~~n~es and myfel,f, and.had fent ,the whol;e to Mr .. William 
PJnfon, at Temple Bay. Mr. 'Colhngham requeUed of me to 
go immediately to I>aradife in my boat, to bring hinlfelf, his 
wife and baggage away from thence, as he had no other c'hance 
of getting from that place, nor any means of living at it. This· 
man came from Paradife in Noble and Pinfon's fhallop, and 
having Collingham's canoe \vith him, landed in the rocky cove 
in Venifon Head, from whence he walked to my hou[e. 

This was a hot day, but the late cold weather has pinched the' 
mofchetos fo much, that they are now fcarcely able to bite. 

At day-light I had the Fox brought to the wharf, her fails· 
bent, and ballafted, and at nine o'clock. {he failed for Paradife,. 
under the command of Tilfed, with whom I fent Mr. Colling~ 
ham's man, and one of my boys. The remainder of the dining
room was chinced, the kitchen began upon, and the beams of 
the old fiage were cut and piled. up .. 

A. fine day. 

This morning I found one of the wood:'piles had Hillen-down 
in the night, upon my elupty bottles, and broke the greateft 
part of them. The remainder of the kitchen, and. part of the 
fiore-room were chinced. At noon I fent William round·, 
Blackguard Bay; he {hot two: auntfaries, and found a broken 
trap. I rent Jack and Tom in the punt to vifit the fartheft. 
deer-nips, but there was nothing in them. I killed five cur;; 
1ews before the door in the 1110rning, and fat on Slink Point in~ 
the afternoon, watching for geefe; feveral black-ducks flew 
Over' me, but too high· to kill any. I fet the fiove up,. in the 
dining- room. 

-Foggy till near noon, clear and warm. afterwards. 

I read 
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I read . prayers to my little family this morning, and wrote 
letters all the reft of the day. 

A fine day. 

At one o'clock this morning the Fox returned and brought 
Mr. Collingham and his \\·ife, and alfo his baggage: likewife all 
the relnainder of thofe goods which fonnerly belonged to me, 
and had either by accident or mifiake not been Inentioned in 
the inventory; Mr. Collingham having put them up to auaion, 
and bought them hinlfelf for fixty-t,~·o poundG ten {billings. He 
alfo fold thofe goods which are now in the houfe on Indian 
IIland, and they ,\Tere bought by lny boatfnlafier for me. As 
foon as it ,vas light I hu.d the fhallop brought to the ,vharf, the 
goods landed, the boat ballafied ~nd then moored off. -Ihis 
day Mr. Collingham and I agreed to enter into partnerihip for 
fo long tinle as fhould be hereafter determined upon. In the 
,courfe of the day I finifhed all my letters. 

The forenoon \,'as cloudy, and the renlainder of the day \,,?a.; 

foggy vvith [n1all rain" 

I had provifions put on board the Fox. Shipped .A.ndrew' 
Crane (the nE.n 'who brought the letter froln !vlr. Col1ingham) 
for tweh'e !J10:~tllS; \vages t'wclve pounds. 

Clear., fine \\,. e<:Jher. 

At two o'clock this Inorning Mr. Collingham failed lor 'rem
pIc Bay in the Fox, V~\Tith Ti1fed, 'Vin, and Jack, to demand, 
from Mr. vVilliam Pinfon, refritution for the £lolen goods, and 
in cafe of refufal to proceed to England to lay the cafe before 
His Majefiy's mini!1:ers, and alfo to endeavour by Ia\\T to obtain 
redrefs. In the courfe of the day I had the partition bet,veen 
n1y bed .. rooln and the dining-roolll pulled down, and a loft made 
of it Qver the other bed-roomJ on \vhich I fio\ved !nany [ulall 

L 2 things. 
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things. The little bed-room being chinced, a camp bedftead 
was pitched in it for Mrs. Collingham. 

A cloudy day with fame {bowers of rain. 

Crane was etnployed in making rafters for a new roof to the 
kitchen. Alexander pared fads, and 'Tom cut grafs for hay. I 
fowed fame nuts and apple pippins on the fide of the hill at the 
back of the haufe, where I am of opinion they will thrive, if 
they will do fa in any part of this country. In the evening 
Mrs. Collingham accompanied me in the yawl to look at the 
flips at the head of the harbour, but ,ve had no fuccefs. 

A clear, cold day, and fharp froll: at night. -

Some frelh !hores ,vere put under the platform, more rafters 
made, fame grafs cut, and the hay which is made Howed in a 
cafk. I ganged a fet of hooks for a boat's crew, and in the even
ing took a walk upon the hill at the back of the haufe, where 
I fa\v a curlew and killed a bird called a boatf wain. 

The ground was white over with froft this morning, but the 
day proved clear and warm. 

After breakfaft I went out in the yawl with three hands, and 
tried the ledges by Green and Long Iilands for filli, but caught 
only two fculpins. I fhot two black-ducks, one eider-duck, a 
lord, and a gull. 

A very fine day. 

I rent Crane and Alexander to bring home the canoe by land, 
but the latter got into it and endeavoured to come by water, 
which he did part of the way, but being afraid to venture 
r~und the head, he hauled it up and returned by land; he 
killed a grey-plover and five beach-birds. I put a large blifter 

on. 
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on the lower part of my thigh; my pains being much worfe ~ 
again. September. 

A clear, fine day. 

Early in the morning, I rent two hands to Great Ifland for 
fome timber to make beams and rafters for the fiore .. room; and 
when they returned, I ret them to pare more fods. 

Fair in the morning, foggy the reft of the day, and in the 
evening it fet in for rain. 

More fods w'ere pared, and fome drag-t\vine balled off. I 
put a blifier on the outer part of my left leg, and rene\\Ved that 
on my thigh. Mrs. Collingham ,vas rnaking lny beJ -curtains. 
In the evening t\VO hands looked at the Hips, but they had 
nothing in them. 

Fog all day, and fame !howers of rain. 

Crane and Alexander were at work all day on the rafters, 
and Mrs. Collingham on my bed-curtains. In the evening !he 
accompanied me in the yawl to the nearefi flip, in \vhich '''"C 
found a white-bear had been caught, and from the appearance 
of the place, I believe it would have held him, had it been a 
little fironger; for he had firuggled a long tilue, and torn up 
feveral young trees before he could break it. At night I nlade 
another of twelve pares of tW'ine; the former, "ras only eight. 

Clear till ten o'clock, then foggy till four; cloudy aftenvards. 

Mrs. Collingham and I went out in the yavd this mornino-
~ 

with t,,vo hands. I tailed the flip 'which I luade Ian night, in 
the fame place where the other ,"ras broken; and the largefi 
double-fpring trap, between the 1\vo ponds on the lfihmus. 
Returning to the boat at h\ro o'clock \ve found her aground~ 
and were obliged to wait till after fix, for the tide's con1ing in. 

In. 
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Wind 
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lil the ~an time I fent the men to look at tbeotlter Jlips, and 
then made a flip place on the eaft fide of Slip Hill, while Mrs. 
Collingham picked'fome partridge-berries. \Ve broughtJmme 
an old large double-fpringed trap, which had -been broken by a 
ftag '{even yeats ago, and had lain there ever .fiace. 

F(iday 23. 
N. jlrong. 

'/zat4. 

Saturday 24. 
N·frdfz· 

Sunday 25. 
8. W. frejlzi 

s. S. W. 

S. E. flrollg. 

A fine day. 

The people were em.ployedall,day in gathering up 1lDe tOld 
wood which lay fcattered about the houfe, and in piling it up 
for firewood. Mrs. Collingham was at work on my curtains, 
and I employed myfelf in making three fiipsof ten parts of 
twine each. 

Cloudy, rough ,veather. 

I ,vent out in the yawl with two hands to the flips, and 
tailed two luore; one in thecat .. path near Martin's houfe, and 
the other on the eaR fide of Slip Hill. I killed an eider-duck, 
and \\Tinged a lady, but did not get her. 

A cloudy day and clear evening. 

Mrs. Coningham and I went in the yawl withJ-two hands"to 
bring home the canoe, but could not find it: Iwe,rowed into 
a fmall harbour, fit only for fkiffs, near the eaft point of Venifon 
Head, from whence {he walked to Berry Hill, and I met her 
with the boat at the foot of it. We gathered about a gallon of 
partridge-berries, and I fhot an eider-duck alllda:gull. 

Clear till two o'clock, at which time it gre,v hazy; in the even
ing ,ve had a little rain, and it rained hard all nicrht. t) 

Monday 26. Mrs. Collingham was at work on my curtains, ,and ~I made 
four flips. Crane vifited the trap 'and' flips, but :ncDtbing--had 

Ilard. been near them. 
N.fqUlll/y It rained hard all the forenoon; therefiofthe daywasrf~. 

Crane 
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Crane tailed fi ve traps for .martens, in the path near Martin's 
houfe, and two flips near the old deer-pound. I !hot an eider
duck, and brought to part of the deeronet i Alexander be.gan 
another. 

A cloudy day, w.itb a few [mall {bowers of rain. 

I fent Crane and Alexander in the ya\vl, to bring home the ca
noe, but as they '''ere returning, it hIe,,,, fo freCh, that they ,\vere 
obliged to put into Indian Harbour, \v here they left both the 
yawl and canoe, and v.:alked hOlne. I brought to the remainder 
of the deer-net, and !hot an eider-duck. At fi \'e in the even
ing, Mr. Collingham returned in our hoat, and another of Noble 
and Pinron's came along v.'ith hilll, \vith four hands to winter 
at Paradife. Thefe boats brought the rClnainder of nly pro .. 
vifions, all the pine boards, and the goods 1'ro111 Indian lfiand. 
Mr. Collingham informed 111e, that ~',lr. ,Vllliam Pinfon had 
refiored the goods 'Nhich Dier robbed hin1 of: and that he had 
£hipped theln on freight in the Mary, COlllll1anded by Mr. Pin ... 
fon hin1felf, and had configned thC111 to our friend Benjalnil"! 
Lefler, Efq. at Poole. He alfo [aid, !I !:.tt he fa \\' a brig and a 
{baIlop an-!ong the Seal Hlands, \vhich bclcn.gC:'(~ tu an ad vcntur .. 
er frein Quebec: \vho 'vas going in tbe i11allor tu \'\'inter in 
Ivucktoke Bay, and intended leaving t~-..>..: btig 'wi~h 2 ere,vof 
hands to \vinter \vhere they \n~r\·. and to ;l!h fer :cals. . . 

A cloudy day. 

\Ve began at clay .. light ~o llnioad tf!t bOdt: {he "cas aften'.~ards 
ballaHed, and 1ailed for Cart\n'i~ht L~ arbour, for a load ol fire
wood. The other fhallop failed at the h'l111e titne for Paradilc. 
In the afternoon, !vIr. Collinghaln took "~ill "'ith hilll and 
tailed nine traps for foxes, in the paths round Blackguard Bay; 
·which he obferved, had not been 111uch ufed lately • 

. Cloudy weather, with a few lho\vers of rain. 

The 
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The dry-goods were turned out of the fiore-room; and both 
them and thofe which Mr. Collingham brought, were put to .. 
gether out ·of doors, and covered with a tarpaulin. Mr. Col
lingham then took off the greateft part of the roof of the north .. 
eall end of the houfe. In the evening obferving fome geefe on 
the eall fide of Slink Point, I endeavoured to get a fhot at them, 
but they went off before I could get to the place. On my 
return, I got fa bad a fall on a flat rock, that I could not get 
up again for fame time, when with great pain and difficulty, 
I crawled to the next point, fat down there, and fired guns of 
dillrefs; they foon brought Mr. Collingham and one of the boys 
to my affifiance who carried me home in the punt. I was in 
very great pain all the rell of the day, having fallen on my 
rump, and hurt myfelf greatly. At nine in the evening the 
Fox returned. 

The Fox was brought to the wharf~head; unloaded, ballafied, 
and then moored off again: in doing which, they hauled up 
a fmall anchor which the Caplin baitfkiff parted from in a gale 
of wind on the fifteenth of September, 1778, and which I had 
tried for feveral tilnes in vain. 1\1r. Collingham pulled off the 
remainder of the roof of the fouth-eaH end of the haufe, but 
we found that the ne\v couples ,vould not fit. Tilfed began 
to make others. Crane went to the cat-path, and brought in 
a marten. A fine day. 

Mr. Collingham and Tilfed \vorked all day on the new cou
pIes; fome of which they fet up. Crane and Al exander 
brought home the yawl and canoe, and alfo vifited the large 
trap and the deer-flips: they found a five year old flag, in the 
one at the foot of Slip Hill; but he had been dead fa long, 
that he was tainted. They returned with the punt' and 
brought him home. My pains were fo bad to-day, that I 

put 
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put a large wann planer on my loins, and another on my right 
foot and anele. 

Clear, frony weather. 

We !kinned the deer, \vhich had twenty-four points on his 
horns: he cut an inch and a halfof fat on his haunches, and his 
quarters weighed two hundred and five pounds. I fent Alex
ander and Jack to Great Uland tor the fox-traps., and had fome 
elay brought from Martin's Cove, to re-build the kitchen chim .. 
ney with; having no lime. lVlr. CollinghalTI and Tilfed were 
at work on the roof of the houfe. 

Cloudy and cold weather. 

Mr. Collingham and Tilred put on part of the new roof. 
Four hands getting clay. In the afternoon a {ballop "'lorked 
into the harbour, and anchored oppofite to myoid cod-fiage 
on Great liland. I fent a boat to her and found her to be that 
"V hich Mr. Collingham faw among the SealIHands. 

A dull day; it rained in the evening and 1110fl part of the 
night. 

At nine this morning Mr. Pierre Marcoux of Quebec, who is 
the owner of the {haIlop \vhich came in yeHerday, and alfo of 
the fn1all verrel at Seal Hlands, calne to our houfe, and brought 
with him 1\1r. Jofeph Goupillc, his boatfmafler; they [pent the 
day with us. 1\I1r. Collingham and TilLed covered in the re= 
mainder of the houfe. 

Hard rain all ,-by; thick fog at night. 

Mr. Marcoux brought his Ihallop up here, anchored her op
pofite to our hG~_de, and fpent the day with us. The kitchen 
chimney and fireplace were pulled down, and neVl ones ,,,,ere 
begun upon. Mr. Collingham took one of the boys with him 
VOL, Ill. M in 

81 

Monday S, 
11 'zn a 

N j\J E. 
moderatto 

Tuefday 4. 
s. W. 

moderate. 

\\' ednef. S. 
S s. E. 
modl rate. 

N. hard. 

Thurfday 6. 

N jlrOllg. 

N. w. 
jmart, 



,...--A~ 
1785. 

OElober. 
Wind 

moderate. 

lilt~. 

Friday 7. 
N. N. W. 
Jmart. 

Saturday 8. 
S. S. E. 
frtj1z. 

Sunday 9. 
N.N. E. 

heavy. 

Monday 10. 

.flrong. 

THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

in the punt, and went round the upper part of this harbour; 
he put out eleven traps for faxes, and one for an otter; he alfo 
vifited the deertrap and flips, and faw a good flag, but could 

/ . 
not get a {hot at h1m. 

A clear day, dull evening, and clear night. 

Mr. CoHingham \vent in the punt, with one of the boys, round 
his traps in Blackguard Bay, and put out four more, but faw no 
fign of foxes, which is a very bad omen of a fuccefsful furring 
fearon. He afterwards ",rent up the cat-path, but got nothing; 
alfo tailed a flip in the path near the old deer-pound. Tilfed 
and Crane were at work on the kithen chimney. The Canadi. 
ans [pent the day with us. 

Cloudy till noon, clear after\vards. 

Tilfed and Crane \vere at work on the kitchen chimney, 
and by night they had done fo much of it, that we had a fire 
in the fiove for the firfi time, and not before it was wanted; 
for I have been almofi fi:arved for fome days paft, the blood in 
my lower limbs circulating fo Dowly, that I can fcarcely keep 
vital heat in them, as I cannot ufe any exercife. Mr. Marcoux 
failed this morning for Ivucktoke Bay. 

Very hazy till noon, and rain all the rell: of the day; 
threatening bad weather. 

A heavy gale of wind came on Iaft night, and continued all 
this day; it froze fbarply, and afterwards there were fome 
{bowers of fnow. If Marcoux did not find a good harbour 
Ian night, he will be in great danger of being loft. 

In the afteI:noon I read prayers to the family. 

Tilfed Was at work on the chimney, three hands were cutting 
grafs. before dinner, and- four were getting clay after. I rent 

Alexander 
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Alexander to look at the traps and flips in this harbour; he 
brought a yellow-fox and the leg of a goofe; a fox had eaten 
the refl:; he faid, that another trap was carried a\vay by a deer. 
Mr. Collingham put up the partition betw'een the upper part 
of the kitchen and the fiore-room, then went to look for the 
loft trap, ,vhich he found with a crors-fox in it. 

A dull day, a flight froIl: and fome fnow tow'ards the evening~ 

All the goods which were out of doors, and part of thofe 
which were in the dining-room were Howed in the ftore~room. 
Nothing could be done at the chimney or out of doors, as it 
blew hard attended with fnow, fleet, and rain. 

Our doe rabbit died this Inorning, but her young ones are 
living, and old enough to do without her. Tilfed \vas at \vork 
on the chimney. Mr. Collingham fio\ved a\vay the remainder 
of the goods \vhich \vere in the dining-room, and alfo [olue 
others in the fiore-room. Alexander vifited the traps and flips 
round this harbour; he brought in a lnarten and a brace of 
groufe; one of the traps \vas gone, nor could he find it. Three 
hands were gathering up fallen \vood near thc hou[c for [ewe!. 

Cloudy, cold \veather. 

Mr. Collinghanl covered part of thc nc"\v roof vvith pitched 
paper. Tilfed ,vas at 'vork half the da;' on the chilnney. 

A very fine day. 

Mr. Collingham covered the remainder of the ne\v ~roof, 
l'iHed finifhed the chilnney, and three hands gathered fOlne 
mo[s. At noon, lVIr. Marcoux returned. I-Ie got into the 
mouth of Ivucktoke Bay in the night of the eighth infiant, 
'\v hen his boat was very near foundering in the gale of wind 
which happened at that tinle. After dinner I went \vith hilTI 
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in his canoe with two of his people, to look for' geefe on Death. 
fall lfiand, but finding none, ,ve vifited three of the flips at the 
head of the harbour, and found a fiaggard faft by the horns in 
one of thofe t\vo which were in the eaft corner; we killed him 
and brought him home in the canoe. He was broke up as 
foon as we returned, and his quarters weighed a hundred 
and ftxty-eight pounds. A fine day. 

At ten this morning, a hind' and calf were perceived to have 
juft taken the water, from this end of Slink Point, and to be 
fwimming acrofs the harbour for the Point under Mount Marti.n. 
1 purfued them in the yawl with four hands, and £hot them both; 
their quarters weighed two hundred and twelve pounds. I 
rent four hands a fifhing in the fealing-fkiff, but they could 
catch only one rock-cod. They brought a load of firewood 
from the old flage. Some leaks being in the roof of the dining
room, Mr. Collingham covered theln \vith pitched paper, and 
in the afternoon he vifited his traps in this harbour, but could 
not find the one which ,vas miffing. At the foot of Slip Hill he 
found a flag of four years faft by the horns, ,vhich immediately 
giving a ftrong plul'lge, broKe the flip, and taking the water, 
fwarn for the lfihmus; but being headed there, he turned and 
landed on Deathfall Iiland; from whence he [warn to Split 
Point, but Mr. Collingham giving him the lneeting t~ere alfo, 
he took the water again, and made for l\Iartin's Cove. Colling
ham kept oppofite to him till he came to the eaft point of the 
Cove, and then hailed the houfe for a boat; when I went off 
in the fealing Ikiff with five hands, threw the painter over his 
horns, and cut his throat. He weighed a hundred and feventy
one pounds. Three of the Canadians alfo. went off in our 
ya~l, and. brought Mr. Collingham home, who was greatly 
fatIgued WIth fo much running. 

A very fine day. . 

It 
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It rained all this day. 

I had the kitchen door lliifted to the front of the houfe, and 
the v.rindow· to the back of it, the empty cafks and other things 
brought up from the lliore fide, and the fods brought up to the 
hou[e to be in readinefs to lay on the roof. 11r. Collingham 
looked for, and found his loll: trap \vith the foot of a filver-fox 
in it. At eleven o'clock Mr. Marcoux failed for his [ealing-poft 
''\There he intends to ,vinter. We had the very great mortifi
cation to find, that the dining-room leaked as bad as ever, and 
that the kitchen chimney fnloked lllOn: intolerably. 

Clear till near noon, \vhen a fog with Heet came on. 

'This morning \ve perceived, that the punt had broke adrift 
from the fiern of the !hallop, and 'vas driven on Ihore on the 
fouth-eall: fide of Martin's Cove. In the evening "Te fent three 
hands to bring her home, but finding; her Haved, they hauled 
her higher up. Tilred and Crane began a ne\v porch, and a 
room, for the fervants to fleep in, on one fide of it. 'The fods 
were put upon the ne\v roof, Lut there not being enough of 
them, fom~ more were cut. !vIr. Collinghanl nailed fallle 
boards on each fide of the fir~plac-?, anJ a fl:rip of canvafs 
acrofs the front of it, \vhich cured it of [in )king; and he 
frefh papered the leaks in the roof of the dining-raoin. I 
fcraped tvvo fox-!kins, and fhot one of our dOtTs for at~ 

a 
tempting to kill fome fowls 1Nhich 11r. Marcoux gave to :\1rs. 
Collingham. 

Cloudy with fome fno'Y, 

Tilfed and crane were at ,york on the porch all day, and in 
the eveaing they covered the remainder of the roof with fods. 
1\lr. Cvllingham took Qne han.d with hilU, a:1d vifited his Hi') 
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by the old deer-pound, vvhere he put out another. No fign of 
martens, and very little of foxes. Two hands paring fods. 

Cloudy weather \vith gentle fron. 

Mrs. Collirighanl and I \\rent in the ya \v I with two hands up 
the harbour; I tailed t\\'o frelli fli ps \vhere the two deer had 
been caught. I alfo iliot an eider-duck and an ermine. Mr. 
Collingham walked round the {hare, to vifit his traps, and re
turned with us: he had a yellow-fox in one of his traps, and 
found an old hind in my large one; {he had carried it into 
the fouthernnlofl: pond. lIe took up his ottertrap, the pond 
being frozen. In the morning we percei ved a {iuall fchooner 
,vorking into the harbour, and on our return found her at an
chor,oppofite to our houfe. She belongs to fome merchants 
of Quebec, and is bound to I vucktoke Bay to winter, in order 
to kill furs, and trade with the Indians there. But as neither 
-the mafier, \vhofe name is Nicholas Gabourite, nor any of his 
people were acquaint~d \\1ith the place, and having had the 
misfortune to run on !hare near Gready's fealing-tilt, on Mon
day lafi, and danlage the veffel, they \vere afraid to venture 
any farther: and therefore came in here to enquire for the 
nearefl: convenient place to winter at. Tilfed covered in part 
of th~ porch and fervants room, and Crane put up fome of the 
fiuds. The Canadians had an old Mo-untaineer Indian mao, 
his daughter, and four of her children \\Tith them. 

Cloudy weather. 

At day-light I rent four hands in the Ikiff for the deer; fhe 
weighed a hundred and forty-one pounds. At noon, Mrs. 
Collingham, the Canadian captain, and I ,vent in the yaw I with 
four hands to Berry Hill, where we gathered three gallons of 
berries. Mr. Collingharn ,valked thithe·r and tailed a flip at the 

foot 
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foot of the weft end of it; he then croffed the land to Rocky 
-Cove, but faw nothing. Tilfed and Crane fiudded the remain
der of the porch and fervants roonl. 

A very fine, mild day. 

Mr. Collinghanl v{ent in the ya'\vl ,\,rith two hands, to the 
head of the harbour, from \,'hence he crofTed to North Harbour, 
and tailed fix traps for foxes; he aHa vifired the nips and deer .. 
trap, made up another flip-place, and killed a brace of grey
plover. Tilred, Crane, and three of the Canadians finifhed the 
roof and floor of the porch and fervants room. I \\'axed a ne\v 
bed-tick and bolfier, and fkinned a fox. 

A cloudy, mild day. 

At day-light Tilred failed in the Fox with three hands, for 
Caribou CaRle, to bring the remainder of the firewood. The 
Canadian fchooner failed at the fanle tilne for I\luddy Bay, 
where v{e had recommended theln to \vinter. I nlade three 
deer-flips. ~lr. Collinghanl fixed the plate-rack in the kitchen, 
fuifted n10fi of the goods which \vere over his room into the 
fiore-room; fio\ved the cordage, and feveral other things 
which \vere out of doors, in the fervants room. 

Cloudy, mild ·weather. 

Mr. Collingham took 'VVillianl with hin1, and vifited the Hip..: 
and traps in this Harbour; he had a porcupine in one of the 
latter, and tailed four more flips on the eall: end of the IiUllnus. 
I made another flip, alfo put the ne\v dining-table together. 

Foggy, moifi ,"{eather. 

The loaf fugar, the guns, and feveral other thin<Ys which 
b 

\vere over the couples in the dining-room, were flowed in the 
~ore-room, in doing which, a board fell upon one of the young 

rabbits~ 
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r-A-; rabbits and killed it. 'iVilliam was at work on a deer-net. 
'785' 

OElober. Rain and fog. 

Wednef. 26. 
Wind calm. 

S. by W. 
moderate. 

Thurfday ~ 7 • 
HI.S. W. 

moderate. 

calm. 

Friday 28. 
moderate. 

Saturday 29. 
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Sunday 30. 

Monday 31. 
S. E. frd'zi 

Mr. Collingham put eighty-fix pounds of feathers into my 
new bed-tick, then viilted the cat-traps, and his two flips in the 
fouth-weft marllies, but got nothing. 

Clear till three o'clock, very foggy afterwards. 

Mr. Collingham viilted his traps and flip by Blackguard Bay, 
and gathered a gallon of berries. William went round the 
traps and flips by this, and North Harbour, but neither of them 
got any thing. At three o'clock the Fox returned, and was 
partly unloaded by nigh~. Tilfed informed me, that the Ca
nadians liked Muddy Bay very w'ell, and would winter there. 

A fine day. 

I had a tarpaulin fpread over the roof of the fouth-weft end 
of the houfe, as it fiillieaked. As foon as the Fox bad deliveredJ 

I fent her to Great lfiand for another load. William trod up .. 
on a nail, which ran into his foot and lamed him. Mr. Colling
ham repaired the punt. 

Cloudy, miW \veather. 

Mr. Collingham was at ,york moil: of the day in making a 
frand for a chamber roafting-jack. At night the Fox return .. 
ed with a full lading. 

Cloudy, mild weather. 

A very fine day. 

At day-light the people began to unload the Fox; as roon 
as they had done that, they covered the I roof of their room 
with fods; and at three in the afternoon, they took the boat 

back 
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back to the ifiand for another load of wood. Mr. Collinghanl 
vifited his traps and the flips by this and North Harbour; he 

had a young flag in one of his flips by the latter, alfo fhot h"{o 
Ihellbirds. 

A clear morning, hazy day, and foggy evening. 

At eight this morning, the Fox returned without any wood, 
as it blew too frefh to get any off. I fet fome of the people to 

\vork on their own apartment, and fent the refl: for the deer, 
\vhich proved a three years beafi, in good condition, and weigh
ed a hundred and t,venty-feven pounds. I made t,,,,o 11i PSI 

Rained till noon, clear afterwards; mild weather. 

The people \\rere at work on their apartment, and in [calding 
the deer's feet. Mr. Collinghalu finiihed the jack-fiand. I 
made two flips. 

Rain and fog all day. 

Tilfed and Crane began a !bed, before the {ervants room and 
porch, to break off the \-vind, and to fiow' the enlpty cafks in .. 
Mr. Collingham vifited his traps and deer-flip by Blackguard 
Bay; no foxes in that walk. He brought home a few berries .. 
One hand netting. I difmiIfed Thomas from being cook, be
caufe he was lazy and good for nothing, and appointed Jack 
in his room. Cloudy mild "Teather. 

Tilfed was cutting and firaightening wire for a deer· pound.)} 
Crane worked on the fhed, and two boys were making a deer. 
net, which they finifhed. In the afternoon three beautiful fal
cons attempted to kill the fowls at the door; t\VO of which I 
£hot. At night I put a large blifter on the under part of my 
left thigh. 

Stormy weather ,vith continual rainQ 
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Mr. CoUingham took two of the boys with him in the punt-, 
and vifited the traps and flips by this harbour, and the Ifthmus; 
alfo put out five more of the latter. He faw a :flag, but could 
not get a {bot at him. Tilfed fet up a fmall work-bench in 
the ki tchen, and fixed the large vice on it, then finifhed the 
fides of the fhed. Tom was pointing the wires for the deer
pound. I brought to the deer-net, which mea[ures fixty-four . 
yards and a foot. 

Cloudy, mild weather; it froze moderately in the evening. 

I put another large blifter on my left hip. 
This was an exceedingly fine day. 

All hands were at work on a new feal-net, from three this 
morning till day-light, when Tilfed with four of them, went in 
the fox to Great Inand for more wood, and returned at fix in 
the evening with the boat nearly loaded. Mr. Collingham vi
fited the cat-path, and his nips in the fouth-well: marfhes, then 
walked up the fide of the brook to the firft pond, in which he 
found two old beaver-houfes and a good deer-path on each 
fide of it. By the fide of the brook he found fome good timber 
trees. He had a pair of lnartens, and {hot three fpruce-game. 

Froze fharply all day; clear till two in the afternoon, cloudy 
afterwards. 

The people were netting from four this morning till day-light, 
when they brought the fhallop to the wharf head, and unloaded 
her: they then felled a large tree which grew near the houfe, 
and was very likely to fall upon it; afterwards they calked 
the fealing-fkiff, and piled the firewood, ,vhich lay at the back 
of the houfe. Mr. Collingham vifited the traps- and flips by 
this and North Harbour: he had a hind faft by a hind leg in 
the one which I tailed on the twentieth ultimQ~ where I caught 

the 
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the flag on the fourteenth, and faw a young flag at the fame r-~ 
place: he followed him almofi to Mount Martin, and fired twice, November. 

but miffed both times. The people were netting again from 
dark till ten o'clock. SOlne £hart fqualls of fno\v fell in the 
lTIorning, but the reft of the day \\yas cloudy \vith froft. 

The people were netting f~on1 half paft four till eight o'clock 
this morning; ",hen Tilfed and four of thelu ,vent in the Fox, 
to the fouth-eall fide of the harbour, and gathered up near a 
boat load of driftwood, \vhich they returned w'ith before feven 
in the evening. Mr. and Mrs. Collinghaln and one of the boys 
accompanied me in the ya\vl for the deer, the quarters of \vhich 
weighed a hundred and tvventy-fix pounds; file had but one 
horn, anu I believe, never bad another. '\V c alfo \valked upon 
Slip Hill, \vhcrc ,ve fa\\' a large pack of groufe, and I killed a 
brace of them. 

Mild, cloudy \vcather; rain at night. 

The people ,vere netting [ronl fix this lTIorning till day-light, 
then they brought the Fox to the \vharfhead, and unloaded her; 
after ,,,hich, fOlue of thenl began a nc'v "rell, others piled up 
the wood, and the refl: fpread a tarpaulin over the fouth-,vefi 
end of the roof of the haufe, and battened it dO'.n1 for the \\'in
ter; being the only means of curillg the leaks: at night they 
netted again. 

Fog, fluaU rain, and filver tha\\~ all day. 

The people having finifhed the feal-net, began another this 
111ornil1g, and worked on it till noon; Crane then vifited the 
cat-path, but got nothing. Tilfed began the ha\vk-doors for 
the deer-pound, two boys [awed fOlue nove wood, and the 
other flowed the empty cafks and loofc fia ves in the fhed. 
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Some [mall [now with fog till noon, clear from thence till 
the evening, \v hen it grew foggy again. 

1v1r. Collingham, taking 'Villiarn \vith him in the punt, vifited 
the traps and flips by this and North Harbour, but got nothing; 
they left the punt on the IHhmus, and walked hOlne. Til fed 
finifhed the hawks of the deer-pound, then covered the fhed 
with loofe boards. Three hands working on the new well. 
Great plenty of ducks flew to the fouthw'ard to-day. It. froze 
fo fharply lail night, that the ice bore for the firfl: time. 

Cloudy till two in the afternoon, ,vhen it began to [now: 
{harp froil all day. 

At noon Mr. and Mrs. Collingham and I went in the yawl 
with four hands up fouth-eall: arm, where we landed; when 
all the men took fhort walks, in hopes of meeting with either 
deer or berries, but could find neither. I killed a bull, and 
Mr. Collingham and I crippled five ducks, but got none of 
them; but few paffed to-day. 

Clear weather with {harp froft till five in the evening,t when 
it grew cloudy. 

, 

The people were netting from fix till ten this IDorning, when 
they finiihed the fecond net, and afterwards worked for them~ 
felves. on their buikins and cuffs. At high water this morning' 
the inner beams of the wharf were carried away by the rea, 
and at five in the evening the refl: went alfo; but the yawl's 
~oorin,g being made faft to· the head, brought it up, and at 
eIght o clock we launched the yawl, and hauled it on {hare. 

Very heavy gales with thick, drifting fnow till, four in the 
afternoon, when, the fky cleared, and the gale abated. 

The· 
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"fhe people unbent the fails, firuck the marls and unrigged 
the Fox. They then cleared a\vay [uch rocks as \vere on the 
place where \ve intend laying her on {bore for the ,,,inter: 
after \\'hich Mr. Collingham went in the ya\vl with five hands, 
and brought the blocks, and t\VO [pare nlall:s from the place 
,,,,here Ole lay in the ,vinter of 1778; and at l~ightlaid her on 
{hore: but the tide did not make high enough to get her upon 
the proper place. 11:e landed V.r111ianl <:!nd Ale:,~ander on the 
Iflhrnus to viGt the flips, and r::turn in the punt, \vhich they did 
at dark; they reported, that a [mall herd of deer went up to the 
onc, on Slip Hill, and refuting it, proceeded to\vards the 
other two in the corner; but as the boys did not go to tho[e~ I 
rent thenl back after [upper, and they returned before ten 
o'clock, without feeing any ligns of the deer there. 

A clear fky till two in the afternoon, and cloudyafter\vards. 
It ~roze fharply in the lllorning, but gre,,,, nlild as the day ad
vanced. 

The people got the Fox a little nearer in this Inorning's tide, 
but it did not make [0 high as it ought to have done. Tilfed 
faftened the roof of the fhed, and laid more boards on it. Mr. 
Collinghalu took Crane and Alexander \",ith hi:ll, and went up 
another deathfall-path, ,\\There he tailed eighL ti'(lpS, and, leaving 
them to build cat-houfes over then1, vifited the t,vo flips by 
the old deer-pound; in one of "vhich he found a fiao- of three 

~ 

years, faft by both horns, \vhich he paunched and left: in 
croffing to Table Bay, he met with another very good deer
path. I rent William to the traps and flip by Blackguard Bay, 
but he got nothing. I cut up the venifon into proper piecc~, 
and Uowed them in a cafk with [now. 

A clear Iky till the afternoon, when it grew cloudy; froIly 
weather. 

Early 
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Early in the nlorning I rent four hands for the deer, and they 
returned '\vith him before breakfafl ; he weighed a hundred and 
thirty-feven pounds. In the afternoon I rent William and 
Alexander in the punt to Slip Hill, to wait for Mr. Collingham, 
,vho was gone on foot to vifit the traps and flips, by this and 
:North Harbour; he did not return till night, at ,vhich time he 
brought home the heart of a hind that had been fall: by a leg 
in one of his flips on the IHhmus, and was one of three, that 
were in con1pany with the flag which ,vas caught yefierday. 
'l\Tilliam and Alexander were not fuffered to have any fupper, 
becaufe they did not go to Mr. Collinghatn when he Inade 
fignals for them, but returned home without him. Tilfed ret up 
a carpenter's bench in the {bed, he afterwards, with the affifiance 
of Crane, cleared out the ice and dirt ,vhich were in the fballop. 

A very fine, mild day. 

. 
At [even this 111orning, I fent 'Villialn and Alexander in the 

punt for the deer; they returned with her after t\velve o'clock: 
£he was an aged beaU and not large, but being dry, was fat; 
fhe weighed a hundred and thirty-two pounds. In the after
noon, Mr. Collingham and five hands blocked up the Fox for 
the ,vinter. 

Dull weather and very mild, threatening rain. 

Tilfed repaired fame killicks, and made pryor-poles. I fent 
three hands to pile up the timber of Martin's old houfe. Mr. 
Collingham made a frame for the porch window, and hung all 
the venifon of the Iaft two deer '\vithin the pile of plank, to pre
ferve it from rain, and to prevent the dogs from eating it; as it 
win keep better there, than flowed in fnow, fa 101)g as the mild 
weather laIls. 

It began to rain laft night at twelve o'clock., which continued 
\vithout intenniffion till nine this morning, and \ve had fame few 

fhowers 
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lhowers after; but at three in the afternoon, the fk y grew tolera
bly clear. The rain has carried off a great deal of the [now; 
I willi it would all go, as the latter herds of deer kept the 
paths but little. Another fall ,vould completely put an end 

to our flip work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Collingham, and I \vent in the ya\vl, with two 
boys, to Slip Hill, from whence Mr. Collinghanl and the boys 
walked round the flips, but fa\v no »gn of deer; I {hot a raven. 

A hazy !ky with gentle froil. 

Mr. Collinghaln and fi ve hands went this Iuorning to fet up 
the deer-pound, and fixed one pair of ha\vk-doors, and fome of 
the lines. Mrs. Collingham accompanied Ine to the top of the 
hill above the houfe, and ,ve faw four bedlatuers in 'iVhite Cove. 
I lliot at one of them, and fhould have killed it, had illy {hot 
been larger. 

A clear and very finc day, ,,,7ith moderate fron. 

On the appearance of the bedlamers yefierday, \ve determined 
to get our feal-nets into the water ,vith all expedition; and as that 
will prevent our attending to the deer, IvIr. Collingham went 
this morning \vith t\vo boys, and brought hOlnc the nets and 
lines. I rent vVilliam to viGt the flips on the Hlhlnus, but he found 
nothing in them. Tilfcd and Crane \vere lllaking killicks. 

Small drifting fnow' \vith moderate froft all day. 

Mr. Collingham and t'wo hands brought to part of the longefl: 
feal-net. The yawl and punt were frc!h payed, and the former 
was carried round to the other fide of the firfi break in Slink 
Point, and there hauled up. I took a \valk acrofs the neck to 
look for feals in White Cove, but faw none. 

A dull, frofty day, and fno\v in the evening. 

l\fr, 
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Mr. Collingham and two hands brought to the remainder of 
the long, and part of the {hart feal-net. Thr~e hands were 
felling firewood. 

It rained hard "maft part of laft night; there was a thick fog 
till ten this rnorning, and the refl of the day was cloudy, but 
the fun appeared in the evening; the weather was remarkably 
mild. 

, " 

Mr. Collingham and two hands fini1hed the fhortefi fe~l-net, 
and the people then carried them both, as al[o the killicks, &c. 
to the yawl; but the wind being too high to put them out, they 
left them there, and two hands began to mend the old net with 
falmon-twine. Three hands were felling firewood moil part 
of the day. 

It blew very hard alliaft night, but the gale abated as the 
day came on, and decreafed gradually until it became quite 
moderate. Thin fnow with gentle froIl: all day. 

Tilfed and three hands went out this morning at day-light, 
and put out the two new feal-nets; during \vhich timeJ they 
raw one winter-feal. Mr. Collingham went to the traps and 
flips by this, and North Harbour; he faw the flat of two 
deer, ,vhich had gone to the eaflward, but got nothing. I fent 
Crane to the cat-paths and flips in the mar(hes: in Narrow 
Mar1h feeing a brace of deer coming towards him he flipped 
a ball upon his {hot, but when they came clofe up to him, he 
was afraid to fire: he brought in two martens. I rent William 
to the traps and flip by Blackguard Bay; he found a hind in 
the latter, paunched her, and brought home the heart. Tilfed 
was mending the old feal-net. 

Foggy, with a little fno,v till nine o'clock, and very dull from 
that time till 1\vo in the afternoon, when it [nowed for the re
mainder of the day, and all night. It began moderately at tirft, 
but increafed much, and drifted confiderably. Gentle froft .. 

There 
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rrhere ,vas fo lTIuch rea in Blackguard Bay to· day, that the 

nets could not be looked at. 
Cloudy, mild weather, with a fe\v {ho\vers of thin [no\,.:. 

At day-light, Tilred and three hands hauled one of the nets,. 
but both the pryor-pole and bobber of the other being carrieu 
away, they could not find it: after \vhich, Tilred finifhed the 
old one, and in the evening put it out alfo. After breakfafi Mr. 
Collingharn ,vent in the yawl with fOllr hJncis, acrofs Blackguard 
Bay, and brought hOl11e the deer, 'which proved an old, \vet 
hind, whore .quarters '''leighed a hundr~~d and forty pounds. 

Weather cloudy and mild . 

. At day-light they hauled two of tile nets, and found the 
other, by dragging for it 'with an old trap; they fixed ail

other pryor-pole and bobber to it, but had nothing in any 
of theln. I "'alked to the fecond b:'cak in Slink Point, and 
!hot a brace of ptarnligans. I then [;o'\'C 111)' gun tu T'ilicd, 
"7ho was returning froll1 tl1~ nets, anu he killed another brace, 
and t,vo brace of grouLe; alia a pair (Ii' kin:~-clllcks. lVlr. 
Collingham took 1"0111 \,"ith hi 111, anu viE ted the traF~, aed 
flips in the fouth-eall v\ralk; (this harbo~ll' and :':orth llarbour.) 
On Spit Point he lTICt with nine deer, ~LJ.cl ·.':ounJ~d ~ln old nag; 
in following them over the rno~tl ponds, he Lt ~\' a bi tell ~:,: hi tt.:
bear and her cub, on Slip Ifill; on going after thC211 he 
found, that they haL~ killed a lazarus, had carried it Lo the foot 
of the hill, and had eaten part of the fat. Not being able to ,;~t 
fight of them again, he turned after the cL'cr, \vhich ll1ade 
tovvards the peninfula, and upon the 11lhnlus met '''lith their 
returning Hor, and fa\v a calf upon it, ilo .. dy follo,ving the 
fen of the herd: he fired t\vice at it, brol;.e one of its hind 
legs at the firfi {hot, and killed it at the feconJ. Judging that 
the dam had got into one of the flips, he traced the Hot back
Vo L. III. 0 'wards, 
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r~ wards, and [oon found her fall by the neck, and jufl: expiring. 
1785. 

~ovembcr. Some of the refi had paIred clore by two other, flips, but there 
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being [orne [ho\v on the ground, they did not regard the 
paths luuch. He followed the wounded flag, till they all turned 
up Table Hill; and then obferving that he did not quit the herd, 
and had cea[ed bleeding, he vifited the other flips, and fent 
Tom home for a boat. He arrived juft as the reft of us re
turned, ,vhen I fent a boat \vith four hands, and two guns; one 
of which Mr. Collingham tailed on the hill for the bears, and 
returntd hOlTIe at feven in the evening with the calf and the 
feal; having paunched the hind and left her with a fox-trap 
tailed by her. Moll part of this harbour is covered with thin 
Ice. 

A clear fky till noon, dull afterwards. Ther. 9h A. M. 140 

-Zh P. M. 26°. 

'filfed vvas fquaring boards to double the floors of the dining 
and bed- r001TIS, and ?\lr. Collingham ,vas jointing theln. Crane 
,,'as·, making rackets, and the boys were cutting up firewood. 
'fhe deer-calf \,'as fkinned. and broke up; it \veighed feventy
tight pounds an<l an half. 

It. [no,vcd and drifted moll merrily aU day, and by the [am

ple ~.\rhich \n~ have already got, I expect that ,\Te {hall be treated 
\\'ith a nluch greater allowance of [now this winter, than any of 
us e,"er yet [~l\v. 

1'he people hauled the old net this morning, and had a bed
lanler; but there ,vas [0 111uch ,vind and fea, that they could 
not row through the tickle to the new ones; Tilfed thot a pair 
of eider-ducks. I walked acro[s the neck to 'iVhite Cove, and 
faw the tracks of the two white-bears which Mr. Collingham 
had feen on Tuefday. They paffed that place on Monday, and 
went over a rock, on ,,,hICh I had juft before been fitting for 

fome 
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fome time. I had the fat of the lazurus n1elted oUt, and it pro .. 
duced four gallons of oil. After breakfafi 1\1r. Collingham ,..,Icnt 

in the yawl \vith four hands, to the head of the harbour, and 
brought honle the hind, which being old and yety· fat, wcighcd 
a hundred and fifty-four pounds. l'he bitch-bear had got into 
one of the flips which were in the cafl corner or the head of the 
harbour and broken it. He f.,1.'\'/ the frefh flot of three deer as 
he returned, and brought h0111C the gnn. I had all the vCllifon 
cut into [[naIl pieces, and fio,,-ecl in carks '.vith fno'\v. \\?,::; have 
nov; ncar fix hundred \veight left, altl!(~:igh all hands have lived 
on it e~tir~>ly [or a u)onth. '.'V"e ga,'c onr y;iIitors nothing eIre, 
and ::Jr. and !~Irs. Colli~Jghanl Jnel 1 hayc tcdled no other ll1cat 
fince tIle fcurtecnth cf October, except one day, \\'hen he had 
the hind quarters of a porcupine roafled; for my p~llt, I \\'i01 

lor nothing eHe for the rCll1uinder of the ,vinter. 
:\ clear, and f~dC t1ay out of the '\'ind, but fllarp in it, as it 

froze hnartly. Fro-day I fixed 111)' thenn0!11eter within the door 
of the DIed for th2 \I,·intcr. and at eight o'clock this l1lorninO" 

~ ~ b 

the n1ercury Hood at 1 j 0 • 

'fhe people hauletl the nets this nlorning, and hau a bedlalner: 
the inner nlooring of the old net being parted, they brouo-ht 

. u 
it honle, fi:'~ecl anoll:I..T nlcoring and killiek, and tLcl1 put it out 
a~·aln. r'\S foon as the yay\',.I !"clurnc J, I rent Lour hands in her 
tu the head of the :!'trbou~-, ~~ >=<;i:. at the nips t!!lTe, and V\'ait 
for 1\'1r. Collin" h;r:il,i\'ho \vas br~on~ ::) ~:ifi~ thofc in the fOllth-

~. L 

\\'cn '\7alk, and intended goinb r;-on~ tllence to Slip lIdl. lIe 
had a lYlarten, and J~T'.1.~ld tLe nip in tLt, f~ct1:d,1 l11arnl hauled 
'Jut by a deer. 

'rhe early part cf the .:11(:1'111 ng y\'as dull, forne fUlal! fno'\v fell 
from ten to twelve o'c1o\:k, after \vhich the ~1 y cleared. 1'hcL 
q" 11o-.3h 7°-8h 1 0

• 
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'fIle p~ople hauled the old net this- morning, but could not 
get at the new ones far lolly; no fhoals of feals are to be feen 
yet, \\1hich Inakes nle beli~vc, that they have either pa{[ed this 
place already, or eIre have firuck in· with the land, to the fouth
\vard of us; for it is illy opinion, that the greateft part of them 
come from Greenland. After breakfaft I fent William to vifit 
the traps and flip in the "vefl: ,valk (round Blackguard Bay) and 
he brought i~l a yclJ.o\\1-fox. Crane cleared the eafiern deathfall
path; ~s he returned, he met four deer by Martin's houfe, and 
drove them this ,vay, as far as the ili all op , where I believe they 
teok the \\rater. The upper part of the harbour, half. way to this 
houfe, is now either fafl: with ice, or jammed \vith lolly. 

A clear morning, but dull after\vards, ,vith fame fmall [now 
in the evening; a {harp froft all day. Ther. 8h 3° belowo. 
-8h P. M. 15° . 

. A. very heavy gale of ,vincl caIne on this morning before day
light, which caufed an extraordinary high tide. At nine o'clock 
the ll1allop "vas fafe on her blocks; but on looking. out of the 
vv-indow at eleven, I raw her driven over to the fouth fide of 

. the harbour, and jammed in the lolly; by the buoyancy of her. 
it appears, that the [cuttle-hole, which was cut in her bottom, 
is plugged up .\vith ice. In the afternoon I had the yawl brought 
home frOITI Slink Point; and anchors, buoy-ropes and pryor
poles were prepared to fecure the !hallop with, as foon as the 
\-"eather ""ill permit. 

It fno\ved fail: in the morning, cleared afterwards, and. drifted 
all day. Ther. 9h 26°-1h 2oo_8h 16°. 

vVe had a ·watch kept laft night for fear the Fox fhould make 
her efcape out of the harbour; and this morning, it being calm. 
we rent five hands off in the yawl with two. anchors; but the 
harbour being full of lolly, they returned again without being 

able 
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able to board her. Mr. Collingham then w'ent off levith them, 
aad "with Infinite difficulty got on board, and let go both anchors, 
"i.\'llich brought :ler up; otherwife {be would moll certainly have 
been earned out to rea, for {he had been driven above half-way 
f om the place where fhe \vas laO: night. By noon, all the mid
dle part of the harbour '\'as clear of icc. Blackguard Bay and 
the offing are fo thickly co\'cred ,vith lolly, that there is no 
chance of feals. After Mr. Collinghanl's return from the {baHop, 
he went upon Slink Point and killed five groufe, I ,valked 
over to \Vhite Cove, \vhere I got a fhot at fome eider-ducks; 
killed tllf-:.-e, and wounded four others. l'ilfed croffed the 
head of \1\7 hite Cove, and there raw the fiot of three deer, 
which had come from the ,\~efhV'ard, and were gone up the 
pond. 

l\. dull day. Ther. 8h 180 - 1 h 17° - 8h 20°. 

101 

,..---A-, 
1785. 

December. 

Wind 

The lolly being driven off from this {hore, \ve fent five hands Tuefday 6. 

as [oon as it was light to to\V the Fox into ~1artin's Cove, which v~ ;1:::'0 ; 

they did with [orne difficulty; as freill lolly made faft, and a 
great deal \vas driven into the har;)our through \'tTefiern Tickleo 
I \valked to the top of the hill over \Vhite Cove Pond, and found 
myfelf fo much recovered from my pains, as to be able to go 
thJ.t diftance, \vhich is near a quar~cr of a nlile, \vithout fitting 
down by the ,yay. I fat \vatching there for about an hour, 
\vhen the {harpne[s of the froft and continual [lnall [no\v, drove 
me hOlne again. !vIr. Collinghanl, after mooring the fhallop, 
":alked to the head of l\1artin's Cove, and built a bear-houfe to 
tall a gun in. 

The nlorning broke clear, but the fky foon after overcall, 
and at ten came on [nlall fno\v, \vhich continued all day. 
rrher. 8h 170 _ 2h 15o_ 8h 110. 
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The \vhole harbour was faft this morning, and fo much lolly 
lay on this fide of Blackguard Bay, that there was no getting at 
the nets. ~1r. Collingham took Alexander with him round the 
weft ,valk, and frefh tailed all the traps there, and baited them 
for the fitH: time. A \vhite-bear had eaten the deer's paunch 
that ,vas left near the nip, and had firuck up both the traps 
,vhich were tailed by it. He {hot one of my crippled ducks. I 
rent '~illiam round the fauth-carr walk; he found a good hind 
in the flip ,vhich is in the eafi corner, and on his return faw 
eight deer near Spit Point. I walked to the top of the hill over 
White Cove Pond, and got fo bad a fall, that I fprained my 
right ancle, and was very near dinocating both that and my 
knee. Tilfed ,vas edging boards, and Crane Inaking tackets. 

A clear day, '\'ith £harp froft. Ther. 8h 8°-10h 10_8h 2°. 

Thurfday 8. This morning the ice in the harbour being finn, as far down 
as Wefiern Tickle, we fent four hands with a fled for the deer. 
As the people were going, about twenty deer craITed the ice 
from the South Barrens to the corner 'v here the dead one Jay, 
and on feeing her, they turned through the place where the 
bear broke the flip; and no other being yet tailed there, they 
got fafe off. Soon after, I faw a hind and calf crofs the h,ar
bour to the eallward, behind the people. Another deer came 
out of the woods on this fide of the {-jrfi nip in Martin's Cove, 
,valked out upon our ,,,harf-head (where I could have killed 
it out of the windo\v, had I feen it) and froin thence \vent upon 
Slink Point. As foon as the flat was obferved, I rent Tilfed 
after it, but he was too latc; for he perceived that after going 
to the extremity of the point and finding the ice in the Tickle 
loofe, it had returned to this end and then ctolled the harbour 
for Mount Martin. Mr. Col1ingharD tailed a gun for a bear in 
the houfe which he built on TuefdaYJ and then vifited the 

fouth-
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iouth-weft walk: he had an ermine; alfo obferved, that great 
numbers of deer had been feeding this morning in thofe madhes. 
Faxes are fo remarkably [carce, that the tracks of them are 
rarely to be [een; !vlr. Collingham faw only one track to-day. 
'The deer \vas firippcd and broke up; it \veighed a hundred 
and nineteen pounds. Altbough I had {hC'wn \Villiam how to 
paunch a deer, and given hirn flrid charge to do it neatly, yet 
he vvas [0 wilfully negligent on the t\venty-wxth of November, 
,13 to cut the paunch open, and leave half the contents of it in 
the body of the deer, \vhich made it [i11eH mofl intolerably; 
out, as I \vould not fuffer him to tane a nlor[el of other food 
until he had eaten the \vhole of the hun1blcs, (\\Thich I 111ade him 
Inince \vithout wa'!hing and they larred hiln a ,veek) he took 
care to paunch thi:; deer properly. l\Iy anele was Inuch better 
to-day than I expected it could ha \T been. 

A clear and very {harp day. 'l'her. Hit 8° belo\v O.-3h .1° 
below 0.-8h 6° belo\v o. 

r\t day-light I rent Tilred \vith 11is g!ln to l\1ount Martin; 
he [a,'w fourteen deer, fired a Ion:..;' nlOl at the;il but ll1iiled; he 

( ) 

killed a brace of ptarnligans. :\11'. Coliin.~:l{ltn \\''':i.lt into the 
[outh-"yefi marfhes; fr01n thcnc~' aLH !«~ tIL: cl(:'cr-paths abrean~ of 
I-Iare Harbour; then home by Y Clll1C)l) Ifc~:d, and viiitcd his 
traps; one of'which had a ra\'~~~ in it: IlC ferw \'(_'1")' little ugn of 
ai1Y thing. 'Three hands \':Cl'C fclli:l.~ flrc'.\,oocl. ..i\lcxander 
fh:)t a groufe near the houfe. 

A clear I11orning, and dull ai'terll()()!l; 1rn~~n :';·.J1L Ther.8h 

7 ° beiovi 0.-3h 0° _Sh :2 o. 

Tilfed was n1aking a nc\\' flcu. Fuur lLilld:, \vcre haUling 
hOlnc {orne of the fire\vood \\rhich they had lalcly cut. Ob
ferving that \:Villiam and Alexander niH per fined in their old 
tricks of being as idle as pollible, ! requeftccl 1\1r. Collinghanl 
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to give each of them a fevere beating with a rope's end, which 
he executed in a mailerly manner. Sorry am I to obferve" 
that all the four convicts are [0 intolerably idle, that nothing 
but [everity, can induce them to do their \vork as they ought. 
Gentle means have hitherto been ufed in vain; and now we 
are determined to try the effea of aria difcipline. Not having 
been converfant \vith people of their defcription, I did not 
reflect, that idlenefs was the root from ,,yhence their villainies 
fprung; and that of courfe, feverity only could extirpate it. 
Alexander and Jack are fuch old offenders, and fo thoroughly 
abandoned in their principles, that I am fully of opinion, they 
will both be hanged, if they live to return to England; and I 
think it not improbable, that \ve !hall [orne day or other be 
obliged to ill00t thelll in our own defence: for they have more 
than once threatened the lives of our other fervants, and may 
probably hereafter attempt to deHroy their mailers. Mr. Col
lingham {hot a brace of groufe on the hill above the hou[e. 

A clear, revere day, \vith drift on the barrens. Ther. 8h 7° 
_2h gO_8h 4 0

• 

In the forenoon fix deer appeared on the ic~, between the 
two iilancis, going fronl Shoal Cove tovvards Mount lVlarten; 
but when they came to the track \vhich the fled had lately Inade, 
they flopped for fome tinle and then turned upon the lfihmus, 
where they fed avvhile. Mr. Collingham ",rent arter theIn, and 
obferved, that they had joined about forty lTIOre there, and had 
gone from thence towards Cape North; he followed for feveral 
miles, but faw' no more of them. r\ t tw'O o'clock, eight others 
paffed along the fame route to the eail [hare, and took the bar
rens near the flip-places in the corner; ilnnlediately after, fix 
lTIOre came off from that {hare, and walked down\vards until 
they came to Mr. Collingham's track, when they turned back,_ 
and croffed the harbour to the fouthward. 

A dull 
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A dull day, and milder than for [orne days pan. 
90-3h 2oO-8h 18°. 

'-rher. :1 h 

This morning the people went in the ya\\rl to tl y if they 
could get at the nets, but the lolly \vas too thick on that fhore. 
After breakfaft I fent William to the traps and flips in the louth .. 
ea1: walk; hc found a calf in one of the latter, and brought 
hOlUC four others. Mr. Collinghau1 calked part of the Hoor in 
my bed-room, and afterw'ards allifl:ed in chincing both that and 
the dining-room. Tilfed ,vas edging and planing boards for 
the dining-room floor. Alexander and 'Thomas \\?ere bringing 
horne firewood. I took a \valk upon the neck and fat there 
about half an hour. 

A dull, mild day. Ther. 8h 220-3h 22°-S h :280
• 

At day-light this morning, "Villiam and .Alexander ,vent for 
the deer; it proved a fen1ale of Iaft year, and \veighed feventy
three pounds. Crane and Tom \yere felling fire\yood all day; 
and the other two did the fame after they returned. 1\1r. Col
lingha111 calked part of the dinirg- roonl floor. Tilred, "ras 
planing boards. I ,vent upon the neck and fat lhere about an 
hour, but raw nothing. 

:\ cloudy mild day. Ther. 8h 280
- 3h ~ 30

- 8h ~:2 ° . 

Mr. Collinghalu and Ti1red calked as nluch of the floors as 
they could get at, and knocked down the partition bet\veen the 
dining room and bed-rooms, in order to finifh the calking, and 
lay the covering boards; the fefl of the people were picking 
oakum. 1 cxaluined the liquor, and found one bottle of porter 
broken, and the corks of two bottles of claret [oreco out by the 
froll. 

It ble\v, [no\ved and drifted very hard all day, ,vith lmart 
fraIl:. Ther. 8h 17°-3h 8°_8h 4°. 
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Mr. Collinghaln laid part of the new covering on the dining
room floor, Tilfed planed more boards, three hands felled fire
wood all day, and Willianl did the fame till breakfaft-time, when, 
finding that both his great toes were burnt by the froil, he fat 
with his feet in cold \\'atcr the refl of the day, which took the 

froft out completely. 
A dull day; it drifted fmartly in the morning, and froze 

fevere1y throughout. Ther. 8h 10° below 0'-3h 6° belowo. 
-8h 2° e 

At ten this morning I difcovered four deer upon the harbour, 
going to the eafiward; but, on coming to the ihore, they turned 
back and landed upon the South Barrens: Mr. Collingham pur
fued and found theln feeding upon the Great Marlh, "vhere he 
got \vithin {hot, but they went off before he could make ready. 
\Villiall1 "went to the fouth-eafi, and Alexander to the weft walk, 
but neither of them got any thing. Tilfed laid part of the 
flining-rooln floor. 

A dulllllorning, ,vith a little [now between ten and eleven; 
clear after\\Tards. ·rher. 8h 18°-3h 22-8h 24 0. 

~lr. Collinghanl and Tilfed finifhed the floors of the dining
room and little bed-room. Four hands were felling firewood. 
I took a walk to the extremity of Slink Point, and faw the tracks 
of a brace of foxes. I then went upon the neck at the back of 
the haufe, where I met ,vith fix groufe; three of which I killed, 
'\Tinged a fourth, and mortally \vounded another. Alexander 
met with four there, and killed three of them. 

A fine, clear day, and very mild for this time of the year. 
Ther. 8h 18°-3h 12o-8h 14 0

• 

Small fnow, much drift, and moderate froft all day. Ther. 
8h 2o

o -3h 18°_8h 12°. 

Between 
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Lc~ \veen eight and nine this morning a brace of deer were 
perceived'crofIing the harbour to the eafiward; and after break
faft Mr. Collinghalu follo\ved them. From the top of 110unt 
Martin he difcovered nine others, feeding near Gready's Tilt; 
and in going to\vards theIn, he Inet \\'ith a hind and calf: near the 
brook of South-eail Cove, v;hich, feeing him, joined the herd; 
\"hen they all went off upon the ice, and \valked to the lower 
end of Curle\v Harbour, w'here they lay do\:\'n. He llalkcd up 
vvithin a hundred and feventy yards behind a large umbrella 
of white dilnity; at \vhich they took fright, and flarting up, 
ran nearly as much farther, and then flood to look at it: he at 
that tillIe n1ade rcady to fire, but his gun going off accidentally, 
bIe\"- a hole through the lunbrclla. Tilfed \vas planing boards, 
and the reIl of the people \vere fawing and cleaving fire,yood~ 
'fh~ icc in the outer part of Blackguard Bay drove out to-day, 
and if the \vind holds, I ~m in hopes it ,vill clear a\\'ay from oft' 
our nets; othen'\'ife \\'e fhalliofe theine 

Dull till near noon, the lniddlc of the day \\'as clear, after 
\vhich ,ve had [mall fno\v. Ther. 8h 8°-3h 14°. 

rvIr. Collingham and Tilfed laid the ne\v floor in nly bed
room. 'The ren of the people ",rere fa\ving and clea"ing 

firc'oVood. 
A cl<:'ar fky, ,vith fmart froa all day; it drifted hard till noon. 
Ther. 8h lOo-3h 2°.-8h oO 

\Villianl ,vent round the fouth-eafi walk; he brought horne 
two '.lips, and {aid that one of th~ traps "ras gone. i\lexander 
\valked the \veflern round ~ he brought home the flip, lhot a 
ptarrnigan, and reported, that three of thofe traps \\Tere gone. 
e rane cleared one of the cat-paths, Tilled ,vas at \york on odd 
jol-b" ii. t~-;e houfe, and !vlr. Collinghanl planed the JOInts in 

the din~n6' room floor. 

A clear 
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A clear, !harp day. Ther. 8h 4 0 below 0 -3h 2° below 0 

8h 2 0 bela,,, o. 

The people tried to cut out the nets, but found fo much 
lolly under the ice, that they could not get at them. Mr. Col
lingham vifited the weft walk, and found the three loft traps; two 
of which had each a yellow-fox in them, but the other had not 
been moved; he alfo !hot a groufe. I tailed two traps for foxes 
at this end of Slink Point, and intended putting out two more, 
but the feverity of the froft drove me home: I walk very 
flowly, and am obliged to fit down often to rell: myfelf; notwith
fianding I am no\v n1uch better than 1 have been at any time 
fince July lail. SOlne hares and a fox had been traverfing 
Slink Point laft night. 

A clear, fine day, with [mart froft. Ther. 8h 5° below 0-

,h oO_Sh 2° below o. 

~Ir. Collingham, taking William and Alexander with him to 
the fouth-eaft \valk, freih tailed his traps there; he faw the foot
ing of only one fox. Crane cleared the weft cat-path, and 
brought one trap home. I vifited my traps, and tailed two
others by the fecond break. Jull as I got home, a brace of 
deer croifed the point, and paIred clofe by a rock, which I had 
been fitting on but a few' minutes before. A great fea in the 
offing, but the bay continues firm. In the evening Mr. Col~ 
lingham made pies and gingerbread, for Chriftmas cheer: Alex
ander burnt one of his little toes. 

A very clear day with !harp froft. Ther. 8h 2° below 0-

ah 4°-8h 2°. 

Tilred nailed fome battens over the feams of the partition 
between the dining-room and kitchen. Mr. Collingham vifited 
his flips in the fouth-weft mar£hes, and brought the fartheft one 

home. 
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home. (There is but very little chance of catching a deer in a 
flip now', as the paths are completely covered with [now) He 
afterwards tried Slink Point for hares, and killed one. I frefh 
tailed my traps, and killed a ptarmigan. Three hands were 
cutting up firewood. This being Chrifimas-eve, we gave the 
people fweet cakes and cheefe for fupper, and Inade them a 
prefent of a bottle of runl. 

" 
At noon ten deer croffed the harbour froln Martin's Cove, 

and landing in that oppofite the houfe, \vent upon the High 
Barrens. This being Chrifimas-day, we gave the people roalled 
venifon for dinner, and had for ourfelves a mountain hare, an 
excellent venifon paRy, and a berry pie; \ve after\vards finifhed 
the remaining three bottles of porter. Alexander's toe being 
mortifled at the end, Mr. Collingham cut that part a\vay, and 
applied proper dreIIings . 

. A dull mild day, \\,ith 111uch fno\\l after night-falL Ther. :)'~ 

8"_:)h lqO_8h 26°. 

This morning~ nluch fno\v had drifted into the fiore-room 
and {bed; and the door-place of the latter 'vas 10 \\'cll blocked 
up, that we could {carcely get out of, or into the houfe; fuch 
prodigious banks are alfo formed round the houle, by the trees 
being dllnned away too much, that I fear \ve illall be greatly 
incommoded before the fpring conICS on. 'Three llands ,vere 
employed mofi part of the day in Jigging a\vay the f'110\V fronl 
the door, and in beating paths. Blackguard Bay '\Tas clear of 
ice, except that part over our nets. 

A dull, mild day. Ther. 8t ~~2°-3h 3~o-8h ~.Y0. 

Blackguard Bay being clear of ice this morning, 1--ilfed and 
three hands took up the nets, and had a lazarus and a bedlanler 
in them; the latter was much eaten by fea-lice" and the old net 
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'Vas torn to pieces. At noon, [even hinds and cal yeS came out 
of Martin's Cove, and croffed the harbour to the High Barrens. 
Mr. Collingham, who ,vas !hooting on Great Ifland, faw them 
from thence, and followed them to the vale beyond Burnt 
Knap; but finding that they were gone on for North Point, he 
turned back. I viGted my traps, but the hvo nearefi were fo 
much drifted over, that I could not find thenl; I frelh tailed the 
other two. Willialn ihifted the nearefl: flip to the place where 
the deer came out of the cove, and looked at the other. 

A dull, mild day. Ther. 8 h 230 -3h 260 -;- Sh 180. 

Crane dug out my two traps which I tailed afrelh. The 
people were employed varioufly about the houfe. In the even .. 
ing Mr. Collingham took William with him, and dug out forne 
of his traps by Martin's Cove; they being drifted over. Black .. 
guard Bay and all the offing is covered with ice; we jufi nicked 
the time to get our nets. 

\ 

Dull, \vith fame [mall [no\v till two in the afternoon, the lky 
then cleared, and the evening "vas very fine. Ther. 8h 2 1 0

_ 

3h 2I
o-8h 20°. 

Mr. Collingham viuted [orne of his traps by Blackguard 
Bay. William went round thofe to the fouth-eafl:, and had a 
crofs-fox; he faw the flat of a brace of deer which had croIred 
the harbour this morning towards Cape North. Crane and 
Tom brought home a1l the traps out of the weft cat-path, and 
thofe by the old deer-pound; they faw the flot of a fingle deer 
at the latter place. Tilfed went a £hooting to Great Ifland, but 
faw nothing. I went upon the hill above the houfe, from 
whence I obferved, that the \ve fi fide of Blackguard Bay was 
clear, but the offing full of drift ice. 

A dark day, with fome fnow at times. Ther. 8h 28°-3b 

3zo_8h 27°. 
Mr. 
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Ivlr. Collingham took three hands w'ith him. and went to 
Great lfiand, \vhere he tailed three traps for foxes, and from 
thence to South-eail: Cove; round \V'hich he tailed nine more. 
Tilred !hot a hare. I took Tom \vith me to the extremity of 
Slink Point, and tail~d two traps there. 

A yery fine, mild day; clear in the morning, cloudy after= 
\yards. Ther. 8h 20° - 3h I go-8h 15 0

• 

"\Yilliam went the fauth-can \\?alk, and brought t~·o flips 
hOlne; he met four old deer upon the harbour on his return, 
\vhich were going from Martin's Cove to\vards Mount Martin, 
but his gun miffed fire at thein. ~1r. Collinghatn took Tilfed 
and Crane ,vith him, and carried out fix traps to tail by Hare 
Harbour; but on the iHhlnus ofVenifon Head he met \\'ith the 
flat of nine old flags, and foon difcovercd them lying do\vn in 
in a marfh, '\vhere he got a {hot at one and \vounded him: he 
,vould ha\'e had another good ihot at a brace, but his gun went 
off by accident; he then follo\,red the wounded de cr and killed 
him. He had a yellow -:f()X in one of his traps. .A.t night, find
ing out the caufe \vhy his gun ,\'ould not fiand on the cock, I 
repaired the lock. 

A dull n1ild day; at three o'c1()(' k it began to fnow, and con
tinued all the day. ~rher. S'h s O~oh '_'f) 0 _~~h if) C • 

It rained for the greaten part of Ian night ;:ncl all lhis Jay. 
l'hick, dark weather. l'her. 8' ~~:2 O_,~il ') (I-SII ;j 10

• 

After breakfafl Mr. Collinghatl1 LOok. [i \.,' hand~ \\. ith him, 
and went for his deer, ,vhich he lent hOlne Ly thelll, and tailed 
a couple of traps by the paunch. lIe [oon ~tftcr difcovered ten 
deer at feed, and got a thot at them but miffed. One of his 
traps was carried away, and he could fee no fign of it. This 
deer was a very flout, old flag; his quarters ,veighed t\\TO hun .. 
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dred and twenty-fix pounds, his head nineteen, and humbles 
eighteen and a quarter: therefore when alive, he could not 
have walked lefs than twenty-feyen {lone; and had he been 
killed ,vhen in prime of greafe, he would have weighed atleaft 
thirty-one Hone, or four hundred and thirty-four pounds. 

Rein-deer have many peculiarities, in ,vhich they differ 
from all other kinds of deer; efpecially refpeCling their horns. 
That the females have them as \vell as the males, I have noticed 
in former parts of my Journal; but till how, I never kneW' 
that they were fo irregular in mewing them. I have feen flags 
with their horns on the eight of March; I killed one the fifth 
of April, which had mewed a little time before; yet not only 
this deer, but alfo all the other nine which were with him, had 
mewed abou t the fame time; for the parts were not well {kinned 
over. One of thore which I fa,,' on the twenty-third ult. was 
an old flag which had mewed; bu t as I had no idea, that they 
did fo before April, I thought that he naturally had not had 
any horns, from the circumflance of that hind having but one, 
which we caught in a flip on the eight of November. Notwich
Handing that the male deer Inew fo irregularly, yet they all 
burniih in Augufi. My people, who lived on Indian Ifland two 
years ago, told me, that the flags mewed at this time of the year, 
but I gave no credit to them for the reafons which I have Inen ... 
tioned; a1fo, froln feeing a three or four years-old male deer 
with his horns on, in the month of May, 1772• I have alfo rea
fon to believe, that neither male nor female rein-deer ever bur
nilli their firfi horns, which appear at a year old; as I never 
faw one which had done fOe 

I vifited my traps, but could not obferve that any foxes had 
been on the point finee I was there lafl:. 

A dark, 
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A dark, mild day, ,vi th fome [mall rain at times. 
8h 34°-3h 34°_8h 3 20 • 

113 

Ther. ~ 
1786• 

Mr. Collingham \vent to Hare Harbour) and tailed five traps 
there. Tilfed vifited his traps (north-eall ,valk) and had a ycl-
10'v fox, a hare, and a raven. Ton1 beat a path to the fire\vood 
,vhich had been lately felled. I fcraped two fox-fk ins, 

A dark, Inild day. Ther. 8h 3oo-3h 33o_8h 3:2 o. 

rvlr. CollinghatTI took tvvo hands ,,·ith hilTI, and carried eight 
traps out of the eafl dcathfall-path, to the fide of Table Bay, 
,vhere he tailed thenl for foxes, and brought home a flip. 
vVilliam vifited bis traps; he had a raven, and brought hOlne a 
:flip. I \vent to lnine, {hot a gull, and tailed an old trap for a hare. 

A cloudy, dull, mild day. Ther. Sh 3 ~0_3h 3:2v-8h 30°. 

Mr. Collinghatn took Vvilliam with him, and \vent to North 
Harbour, ,,,,here he tailed eight traps for foxes; they faw the 
others, but had nothing in thenl. Tilred \vent a fllooting to 
Venifon IIead, but fa\v nothing. Two hands \\'cre fa,ving up 
fire\vood. 

A dull, mild day, \\,ith fOlTIe fnlall fno,v in the evenIng. 
Ther. 8h 28°-3h '2g0-I h 30°. 

January. 

Tuefday 3, 
W'l!d 

E. S. E. 
/;r,lrt, 

Thurfday 5. 
/1.'./'1(>:', 

Mr. Collinghanl taking Tilred and 1'0111 ,vith hiln, carried fli,;])' 6. 

eight more traps into the north-can walk; three of which he flr/)/l<!,. 

tailed for faxes, and left the others on the top of Mount Martin, 
for it blew too hard to tail them therca Crane and \ Villiam \vcre 
felling fire\vood in ':Vhite Cove. 

The late mild \veather has carried off a great deal of Ino'N J 

znd it "vas ,veIl it did, for we had much rnore than our ufual 
alloT.vance for the time of the year. .A dark n10rning ,vith fmall 
Vo L. III.. Q [no\v, 
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~ [now, and cloudy for the refl: of the day with drift~ yet the 
17~6. 

Janwary. weather was mild. Ther. 8h 28°-3h 2.]Cl_8h 22°. 

Saturday 7. 
Wind 

N./mart. 

Sunday 8. 
N.N. W. 
Jmart. 

frtjlz. 

MDdtratt. 

Monday 9. 
W.littlt. 

fr'!fh. 

littlt. 

Mr. CollinO'ham ,vent to the South Barrens, and tailed four 
t) 

traps there. Til red, Crane, William and my [elf vifited our 
traps; Crane had a yellow-fox and a rabbit~ but there was very 
little fign of faxes any ,vhere. About noon I fal1oV· four deer 
come off the fouth point of South-ean Cove, and make for 
Great Uland; but being alarmed on meeting "vith Tilred's track, 
they lay down on the ice until he difturbed them on his return; 
when they croffed the harbour, paIred through the fecond 
break in Slink Point, and made for Berry Hill point, where 
William met them and turned them up the Cove; they were 
old £lags which had mewed. TiIfed faw fourteen others on 
the fmall ifiand in the great pond which lies at the head of 
South-eaft Cove, but could not get a fhot at them. 

A cloudy, fine day, but fharp in the wind. Ther.8h 15°-
3h 14°_8h 12°. 

After brea-kfaft TiIfed and Crane took a walk to the top of 
Mount Martin, but faw nothing. Mr. and Mrs. CoUingham 
walked along Slink Point, and met with three ptarmigans there; 
he came back for his gun, and killed them all. \Villiam brought 
home the flip from the head of Martin's Cove. 

A very fine day. Ther. 8h 14°-3h 16°-8h 14 0
• 

Mr. Collingham took Tilfed with him, and went upon the 
Cape-land a {hooting, but returned at feven in the evening 
without fuccefs; they fawabout thirty deer in three herds, and· 
Tilfed fired two long {hots at them. I went upon Slink Point, 
lliifted my two middlemaft traps, and. fhot a ptarmiga1'1· with
my· rifle. 

Avery 
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A very fine day, with moderate frail. 1"her. 8h 12°-3h 16° r-~ 
_8 h 18 0

• January. 

Mr. Collingham went upon the Cape-land a deer-{hooting, 
and met w'ith feveral; one of which, a fiag of fi ve years, he fired 
at and dropped it on the fpot: but after his throat ,vas cut, he 
jumped up and ran about three miles farther from home. By 
the time he had paunched him the fun ,vas fet; he being then 
eleven miles from home and the fnow foft, it ,vas near eight 
o'clock at night when he returned, moll completely tired. Til
fed, Crane, and \V illiam went to their traps; the firfi had a 
fpeckled ov\'l, the fecond killed a fpruce-game, and the third 
had a capital crofs-fox. ~1rs. Collingham took a \valk with me 
to my traps; a hare had flruck up the old one. \i\lilliam fa""" 
three deer crofs the harbour on his return. At five in the even~ 
ing one of the Canadians from l\1uddy Bay, and one of Noble 
and Pinfon's people fro111 Paradife, came here in order to go a 
deer-fhooting on the Cape-land; the latter brought Hle a letter 
from Mr. Dier; they reported, that furs were very fcarce in 
S(fndwich Bay. 

/\ fi ne day. l' her. 8 h 1 --I: 0 - 3 h 16 0 
- 8 h 10

0
• 

It fnowed [0 hard all day, that nobody could go out of the 
houfe; it cealed in the evening, and then the clouds broke. 
Ther. 8h I 3° - 3:1 9° - 8h 9°. 

After breakfafl:, 11r. Collingham, accompanIed by the Cana
dian and his companion, took fi \'e hands ~Nith hilll and fet off 
for his deer, ,vhich lay near the cove by North Point, and they 
returned \\rith the venifon before fix in the evening greatly 
fatigued; for yefierday's fnow lay deep and light. They fa\v 
from eighty to a hundred deer in different herds: Mr. Col
lingham and the Canadian fired a !hot each, but miffed. I \Ti_ 
lited my nearefi trap-Ration, and fat watching about half an 

Q 2 hour, 
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hour, but raw nothing. In the evening [even old flags crofTed 
the harbour to the Cape-land. Two of the people were nightly 
froft-burnt; one on his left ear, the other on his right wrifi. 

A clear day, \vith low' drift and fmart froft;. in the evening 
it began to drift [martly, and continued' all night. Ther. 8h 

11° -3h 9°_8h 6°. 

It drifted [0 hard all day, that nobody could go out of doors, 
and in the evening it came on to fnow a1fo; fevere froft all day. 
Ther. 8h 11° below o-3h gO below o----8h 140 below 0 •. 

The deer weighed a hundred and ninety-two pounds. 
Small fnovv and fmart drift, with fevere froft all day, which 

kept all hands at home. Ther.8h 13° below 0-3h 13° below 0 

-8h 15° below 0, 

Broken clouds, \vith fome drift, and fmall [now at times, and 
fevere froil. Ther. 8h 14° below o-3h 12° below 0-8h 9° be
lowo. 

Monday 16. After breakfafl: the Canadian and his companion fet out on 
.. v. w. Jmart. their return home,vards. At the [arne time Mr. Collingham, 

Tilfed, Crane, and William went to their traps. At noon five 
deer came from the head of the harbour towards this houfe; I 
\vaited for them at the path-end, but before they came within 
{hot, they turned down\vards and paffed through the fecond 
break in Slink Point. Mr. Collingham brought two legs of 
filver-foxes; he had fired a that at nine deer, but miffed them. 
'Villianl brought a yellow-fox, and had feen fixteen deer in two 
herds. Crane had a rabbit, and faw five deer. Tilfed had 
feen nine others. 

A fine day, but {harp in the ,vind. Ther. 8h 8° below 0-

ah 50 belo,,' o-8h 80 below o. 

Mr. 
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1\1r. Collingham vifited fame of his, and four of Iny traps. 
Tilfed was employed in joiner's work, and the rell of the peo
ple \vere cutting up, and {awing firewood. For thefe three days 
pan I have been nluch indifpofed, having a flux, but \\ras 
fomc\vhat better to-day; I have alfo been afflicted \vith a violent 
inflalnmation in nly right eye, occafioned by fOlne frozen earth 
flying into it on rfhurIday lalla 

A clear lky till t\VO in the afternoon, but the frofl \vas very 
revere in the wind. T'her. Sh 12

0 below O_jh 6 0 belo\v 0-

Sh 10 0 belo\v o. 

Mr. Collinghaln ,ve!lt his \NcIl \valk, and fai-v luuch flot of 
deer, but no fign of foxes. I took TOlTI WIth me to my traps, 
tailed another, and 111et "'ith one ptarnligan, 's hich I killed. 
Tilfed \vas planing and jointing boards. rrh~ rea of the peo
ple 'vere hauling hOlne fire\vood. 

Clear till nOOll, it then grc\v cloudy, and fuowcd at night; 
keen fron. Ther. 8h 1 ~ ~ below o-3h 100 below o-8h 6° be
lo\v o. 

1\1r. Collingham "vcnt a fbooting into the \\1oods to the \vcfl:

\\'ard, 'whcre he hilled fi YC fpruce-galne and a groufc. T'ilfed 
planed boards. l'he ren of the people hauled hOlne the re-
111ainder of the fire\vood \vhich lay on the hill; they then 
cleaned guns and hel ved hatchets. 

It drifted hard all day. Ther. 8h 60 below 0-3 11 3° belo\v 0 

-8h 6° belo,,, o. 

l\Ir. Colling ham taking Willialn and Tonl ,vith hiln, carried 
out [even trlps, \vhich he tailed for martens in the \"oods, ,vefl 
of this place: he alfo built a deathfalI, and thot a grou fc and 
a [pruce-game. Ti1fed and Crane vifited their traps; the for-

mer 
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mer had a hare, part of which fome vennin bad eaten. No 
fign of foxes any where. 

The fore part of this day was clear, with {mart drift, and the 
latter cloudy without drift. Ther. 8h 8° below .0- 3h 0°_ 

8h 4°. 

Mr. Collinghaln took l'ilfed ,vith him, and tailed the three 
traps which he left upon Mount Martin on the fixth infiant; 
alfo vifited thofe by South-eafi Cove, and afterwards went 
towards the head of Curlew Harbour. They faw t,Yelve deer; 
Mr. Collinghanl fired t\vice, and wounded an old hind, but did 
not get her. William vifited his traps, and had a yellow-fox 
and two ravens. He faw three deer in North Harbour, and 
fix more on this fide of the Hl:hlnus, but could not get a (bot at 
any of them. I walked to my traps, and faw eight old flags, 
cruifing about the harbour for four hours, when three of them 
croffed South-eall: Cove, and went upon the land on the north
eaft fide of it; the reft walked towards Mount Martin: one of 
them had both his horns; another had bu tone; and the refl: 
none. I fat watching them until I ,vas aln10ll: frozen. 

Small detached clouds, and the froft much abated. Ther. 
8h 10o-3h 9°_8h 80. 

Mr. Collingham took William and Tom \vith him; alfo, his 
own dog and my grey hound, and went after the deer which he 
wounded yefierday: he found her on a [mall ifland, near the 
north {hore of Table Bay; as the water there- was not frozen, 
fhe took it, and fwarn to North Harbour Illand, where he got 
another {hot and killed her dead. She was with calf, and in 
excellent condition; having much fat on her: her former calf 
was not far off, but it left her on their approach. He faw 
twenty-nine other deer, but could not get a {hot at them. At 

eleven 
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eleven o'clock, I took Alexander with me, and went to the fe-~ 1786• 
cond break in Slink Point where I faw a hare, and difcovered January 0 

from thence, fix deer upon Venifon Head. Alexander "rent 
back, with orders for Tilfed and himfelf to go alier them. I 
fat ,,'atching them above two hours, when the froU obliged me 
to return home. The deer loon after getting fight of Tilfed, 
crafTed the Bay for the fira break; but Crane being at that 
time in the act of taking a ycllol.v-fox out of one of my traps 
there, they turned oo\\rn the Bay, "Tcnt through \Vefiern Tickle 
and then up South can Cove. Alexander !hot three groufe. 

A dull day. Ther. 81t 3°-3h 3~()-8h 5°. 

Early this Inorning Ii ve hands went off \\Tith a fled for the 
deer, and they returned with her at t\",O o'clock; fhe weighed 
a hundred and twenty-eight pounds. At ten, nvo men croffed 
from the fouth, to the High Barrens. Mr. Collingham vifited 
fome of his traps by Blackguard Bay, and on Veniion Head he 
met \vith thofe three flags, which had feparated from the other 
fi ve on Saturday laft. I-Ic firL:d two !hots at thern, but miffed 
both tinlcs. I ,vent to Illy Iecond trap-ftation, but the ,,,,eather 
proving very indifferent, I i-cLurned ilnn1ediately. Six deer 
had fcd a little this morning, near the firfl trai)-Hation; and they 
had croIfed from thence, to the point under l\lount Martino 
At four in the afternoon an old hind and three calves croffed 
to the South Barrens, and J.ppearcd to have been diflurbed. At 
fix o'clock two of ~oble (:nd Pin[on's people came L.cre; one 
of them from !vIuddy Bay for [orne falve for his comrade, \vho 
was much froft-burnt in his hands, and the other ,vas fent 
from Paradife by Dier, to !hoot deer for him. 

The morning was fine, but at eleven o'clock the fk. y over." 
can:. the tops of the hills were loft in fog, and in the evening 
{orne fmall {now fell. Ther. 8h 20- 3h 6° 8h 6°0 

At 

Monday ~:3. 
N. W. litt!c. 
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At nine this morning one of the Canadians and their Indian 
came here; they were the [arne people whom we raw yefierday: 
they came from Muddy Bay on Friday Ian on a deer-fhooting 
party, but had killed nothing. "'illiam walked the deathfall .. 

path and brought a marten. 
It drifted [martly till ten this morning, and there was a clear 

{k y, with [harp froB: all day. Ther. 8h 6° below 0 - 3h 4 0 

below 0-8 11 11 0 belo\v o. 

After brcakfaH, all the Hrangers ,vent .homeward. \Ve all 
vifited our traps; "rilliam had a raven, but nobody elfe any 
thing. At one o'clock I faw eight deer crofs the harbour, from 
my firfi trap-fiation, to the point oppofite Weflern Tickle. At 
two, I obferved five go from the north-eall: part of Great Hland, 
up Curlew Harbour; and at five, I fa\v the one-horned flag 
and another go up the harbour; Mr. Collinghanl being on Ven
ifon Head, fa\v them caIne from Hare Iflands. He alfo 
met with the frefh flat of two herds on the head, and obferved, 
that feveral had been there yefierday. Crane faw the frern 
track of a "volf; as did William alfo, and the frefh flat of a fin
gle deer. 

It was fl1arp this morning, and drifted a little, but that ceafed 
by nine o'clock, and the reft of the day proved mild enough. 
Ther. 8h 4° below' o-3h 6°_ 8h gO. 

Tilfed was enlployed in joiners work, and the ren of the peo
ple were felling fire\vood in White Cove. 

It fnowed and drifted both morning and evening, but during 
the middle of the day, it drifted only. Ther. 8h 7°-3h 5°-
8h 1°. 

It drifted fo hard to-day, that nobody could go out until it 
ceafed, which was at one o'clock; ,vhen William went up the 

cat-
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cat-path, and brought in a marten, which the Canadian had ta
ken out of a trap, and hung upon a tree: he faw the tracks of 
a wolf: a fox, and forne other martens. Tilfed was elnployed 
on carpenter's work, and the refl: of the people in fawing and 
cleavIng firewood. In the evening Mr. Collingham went upon 
Slink Point, where he mtt \vith fome groufe, and killed one . 

. :\' clear fky, with fmart froft. Ther. 8h 10° belo\v o-3h 4° 
below 0-8h 4 0 below o. 

All hands ,vent round their traps to-day; Mr. Collinghanl 
to his eafi and fouth walks: he law about twenty deer at feed, 
near the Shoal Cove, which lIes north-eall of North Harbour, 
and a brace lnore on the High Barrens. \Villiam killed a fpruce
game, and raw {even deer in North Harbour, at \vhich he fired 
a IO:1g {hot, but mliTed; and as he ,vas returning home, he ob· 
ferved a brace croffing the harbour from the South Barrens. 
TakIng r-[om and Alexander ,vith me, they built three {booting 
fiaLids of fuo\v in \Vel,crn Tickle. In the nlean tilne I fat 
watching on the hill, and from thence fa\v about fifteen deer, 
going from th. north-eaft end of Great Ifland, to the oppofite 
pOInt on thL fouth-eaft fide of the harbour, \\'here they landed 
arlc1 fed. TiHed fa\v fix others on the ice, bet,\rcen Round and 
G· cd{ Bland. 'fable Bay is no\v faft, nor "vas any \vater to be 
feen I"ron1 the top of l\lount Martin. 

Clear till three o'clock, \vhen it overcafl, and threatened 
Inore [nov:. T'her. 8h 70 belo\v 0 - ah 40 below 0 _ ~h 2° 
bdowo. 

This nlorning, four flags ,\rhich had me\;v'ed, "'CIT difcovered 
lyulg down on the Ice, near the fouth thore of this harbour; 
they aftt:rwards ,vent upon the edCTe of the South Barrens b , 

where they fed a lIttle, and lay down again. Mr. Collingham 
got round them, but_they perceived hun and ,vent ofF aCTofs 
VOL. III. R the 
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the harbour for th~ High Barr~Q~;. w~x:e ~e h~a.d.ing ~m, 
tpey turned downward~, ~!l4 \vent QP ~oqth-eall GQv~: Willi •. 
~m and Alexander met tJ:I~Il! t!Iexe, an<;t t~ latter fire,d,\ 190& 
{hot, but miffed. Crane and TQ:{1l took ~. wa\k. up the cat:-~d1t 
but got nothing. 
. A dull, ~ild day, with (\ little fi:nalt filOW a,t tinle~ TJ\er~ 
8t 130-3h 23 0 -8h 3 0

• 

Monday 30' Mr. Collingham took Tilfed and William with him to the 
s. 1.'ltlr. lands round Curlew lIarbo~~·, where they me,t w,i~llfev,e{al 

herds of deer, but could not get near a.ny of tl\em..: th,ey f,W. 
the tracks of a fe\v \volves alfo. Crane went to Mr. Collingh~~ 
\veft walk, but got nothing. I vifited my traps, aQ.<;i difcov.eri~ 
a herd of deer feeding upon Ven~[on Head, I \yatc~~~ theijl 
till noon, when,. \vinding Crane on hi,S return" they ca~e· upon 
the ice in Blac~guard Bay, an~ thef(~ lay do,vn. I wa~.ted fQr 
them in the fartheft !hooting-ftand, and at two o'clock perce~ved 
thirteen others coming to\-vards me, from South-~fi Cove: 
foon after the firfi herd got up, and Crane fired a ra~d()m £hot 

,~'. W, ilU!e. at them, to drive them to me; they came in a full trot and 
paffed clore by me, when I ~red and killed an olP hip.d. I af
terwards got four other fho,ts at them, but nlY right eye was 
10 much inflamed and dim, that I could fcarcely fee them at 
the di fiance of half a [hot. The other herd had got within 
three hundred yards of me, when I fired the £irfi time, which 
caufed them to turn back, and they went up the cove again. 
Thofe which I fired at, croIred Great Uland and the harbour, to 
the neck of land at the mouth of it; where they would have 
run foul of Tilfed, ,vho was returning home, had they not ac
cidentally altered their courfe, by taking the ice again, and, 
going up Curlew Harbour. Alexander and Tom were felling 
firewood in Whi te Cove. Crane and Jack bIought home the 
quarters of the ~~er, which weigh~d a hq,ndreq.!and forty-two 

pounds. 

• 
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J?bunds. A good deal of water appeared in the offing to the 
north-e~t!1:, and the outer part of Table Bay is clear of ice. 

A very fufpicious, though mild day. Ther. 8h 7°--3h .320 

--.8h 190
• 

Mr. Collingham went a {hooting to Great Ifland, but raw 
nothing. Tilfed put one of the cage-traps together. Crane 
brought home the £kin, head, and humbles of my deer. Four 
hands \vere felling fire\vood in '''hite Cove. The offing is 
pretty clear of ice. 

A little rain fell this morning before day-light, and [orne hail 
after; mild, th3.wing weather. Ther. Sh 26°-3h 34°_8h 3400 

I ret the people to dig in the [now for the ne,v ,veIl, which 
was made in the beginning of the winter, but the \veather droT~'e 
them from their work at ten o'clock, without finding it; they 
were employed afterwards in balling t\vine. Mr .. Collingham 
,vent into the woods at the head of Martin's Cove, to look for 
a good place to fell firewood, and fortunately found one: for 
White Cove is greatly expofed to wind, and confequently to 
drift. Tilfed fet up another cage-trap. Alexander filot a 
groufe near the houfe. I made fome fewe1s. The alteration 
of the ,,'eather to-day \-vas very great, for it tha\ved fa freely this 
morning, that we \\Tere afraid all our venifon, of \\'hich we have 
frill great plenty, ,,'auld be fpoiled; but at ten o'clock, the 
wind lliifting, brought on a frnart fron \vith fno\v and drift. 

Ther. 7h 36°-3h 6 0
_. Sh 3 ° e 

All hands, except myfelf,\vent round their traps, and I rent 
Tom to mine; he killed a ptannigan; Crane, another; ·Tilfed 
loft one of his traps, but could not tell what had carried it off; 
William had two ravens, {hot two fpruce-game, faw feven deer 
on l';orth Harbour Ifland, and the flot of feveral others on the 
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lfihmus; one of his traps \vas carried away alfo, and no fign by 
what. I took a dore of faIts to-day, in hopes it \vould abate 
the inflamation of my eye; \vhich alarms me greatly, by con
tinuing fo long, and the fight being very dilTI. The ice is now 
fo ilippery, that deer will fcarcely attempt to crofs it. 

A clear, fine day. Ther. 7h 4° belo,v 0- 3h 3°_8h 0°. 

At ten this morning, Mr. Collingham went over to the Cape
land, and took Tilred, Crane, \VillialTI, Alexander and TOlTI 

with him; alro, two Ne\vfoundland dogs and the greyhound~ 
He luet with fome deer in the vale beyond Burnt Knap, and 
furrounded them; but they efcaped without any body getting 
a fhot at them. The weather then proving bad, he called the peo
ple away, joined TIlfed; and came home: the others followed, 
and were not far behind when he faw them laft. Thefe two 
returned at four o'clock; but as none of the other four, nqr 
the dogs are arrived, I am greatly alarmed for their fafety, as 
they mua have loft themfel yeS, and there is no fhelter on all 
that ground. Tilfed {hot a brace of ptarmigans near the houfe. 

The morning was grey, and it gre\", dull at eleven o'clock; 
foon after it began to [now a little, and by three in the afternoon, 
it blew, fnowed, and drifted fmartly ; at nine at night, the wind 
rather abated, but it fnoV\'ed harder than before .. Ther. 7h 0° 

-3h lSo-8h 20°. 

At half after nine this morning, Mr. Collingham ,vent off 
for I'able Hill, and Tilfed for Mount Martin, to look for our 
loft people. At eleven o'clock, William and Tom returned al. 
moil fpeechlefs; and fo cold, as fcarcely to have any percep
tible ,varmth about their bodies; their clothes were barricaded 
with ice in fuch manner, that I was obliged to cut them off; 
and upon the whole, they were !hocking fpeB:acles. I immedi
ately put them to bed, and gave them fome warm tea, with a 

little 
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little foft bread and butter; an hour after I gave them a cup of 
warm, firong grog; and fame tilne after that, a baron of venifon 
broth. Fortunately, the night being nlild, they were not frofi
burnt, except Tom, nightly, at the end of one of his great toes; 
but that I did not regard. They reported, that after lofing 
fight of NIr. Collingham, they differed in opinion about the 
cour[e to be taken; and each opinion prevailing by turns, they 
wandered about till fun- fet, and then fcraped a hole in the 
[now, into ,,,hich they and the dogs all got, and relTIained there 
till within two hours of day-break, when Crane left the reft, in 
order to return home; that before day -break, the other three 
ret out, and [oon after came upon ice, \vhich they took for our 
harbour, and walked forward for fome diftance; \vhen, fufpecr
ing they were \vrong, they made back for the land again, and 
foon after got fight of Table Hill. They then came into North 
Harbour, and there Alexander tiring, \vould fit down, but the 
two came on. They faid that they met Mr. Collinghaln. and 
Tilfed upon this harbour, and had directed then1 where to find 
Alexander. At noon I fent Jack off for North I-Iarbour \\lith a 
fled, forne blankets, and deer-fkins. At one o'clock Crane re
turned; his clothes w'ere covered with ice, and he was nightly 
burnt about his hams, w'hich \\rere bare by his flockin6s flipping 
down; but he was not near fo lTIuch tired nor cold, as the 
others. He firuck dO'wn to Table Bay al[o, and then fiupidly 
turning to the left, got as far as North Point before he kne\v 
where he was. As he was r~turning, he fa,v twenty-eight deer; 
and one of the dogs \vhich accolnpanied hilTI, got hulJ of one 
of them upon a pond of bare ice, but could not hold it. At 
two o'clock, Mr. Collingham returned with infunnation, that 
he found Alexander on North I-Iarbour, aileep upon the ice; 
that he knew him, and fpoke once; and \vith his allil1ance was 
able to walk a few yards; when his legs failin5', he and Tilfed 
carried him on lliore, laid him in the fun under fame bullies, 

and 
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and covered him with part of their own clothes; but that he 
died immediately after. He was not burnt, but ftarved to 
death with cold; having no warmth about him, except a little 
on his breaft. Tilfed returned foon after, having covered Alex .. 
ander with boughs, to keep off the foxes, &c. 

Alexander Thompfon formerly belonged to that gang of 
frefh-water pirates, who committed fo many depradations upon 
the river Thames, and was a moft defperate and hardened viI .. 
lain. He frequently recounted the various robberies in which 
he had been concerned, and always concluded with expreffing 
a determined refolution, to return to his former courfe of life 
if ever he fa w England again. As he talked of murdering 
a man on the flighteft provocation, with as little concern as he 
,,,ould of killing a dog; it feerns as if Providence had cut him off 
in this !hocking manner, to prevent the mifchiefs which he 
otherwife would have committed; and had miraculoufly preferv
ed the other two for the work of reformation: indeed they are by 
much the beft of the four; their greateft fault being idlen€fs. 

Crane and Tom brought home their guns, but Alexander 
having broken both his own and \Villiam's, they-left them be
hind; and two of the dogs remained in the hole where they 
fpent the night. As Mr. Collingham was returning, I fa w a 
mnd and calf crofs the harbour behind him, going to the eall:
ward; three others craffed the fame 'way afterwards, and at 
fun-ret Iobferved N ve, feeding on the fmall Duck Iiland. Mr. 
Collingham faw fix as he went. At dark the people got up 
and found no other effects from what had happened, than fome 
pains in their limbs from fatigue and cold, which I hope will 
foon go off. 

It blew hard, with much [now and drift alliafi night, and the 
drift continued tilL nine this mOflling. with cloudy weather, 

but 
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but the fky then cleared, and the day proved very fine and 
mild; in the evening it gre\v dull again, threatening more [now. 
Ther. 7h 200-3h 21 o_~h 19°. 

After breakfafi Mr. Collingham went out to look for the 
dogs, but returned immediately; as he faw four deer coming 
up the harbour to\vards the houfe: ,ve both ,vent to the firH 
break in Slink Point, but they having heard him calling his dog, 
lay down on the ice. He then purfued his firfi intention, and 
I. rent TiHed round the hill to give them the Ineeting at the 
other end of the point; and Crane, to drive them to us, but 
they went off towards South-eafl Cove, ,vhen ,ve all returned 
home. At two o'clock I perceived them lying down on the 
ice near the eafl {bore; rrIlfed attempted to crofs the harbour, 
and ,vaylay them at the point of South-eall Cove; but croffing 
too near them, they ,vent off to\vards the iflhnlus. 1\1r. Colling
ham returned at three, ",,-jth both the dogs; the ~J e\vfoundlander 
\vas lying by Alexander's gun, \vhich \yas reared againfi the 
very tree at which Tom ,vas H:ationed in their lafl attempt on 
the deer; and the greyhound ,vas fo cOlllpletely drifted up in the 
hole, in \vHich the people fpent the night (and \V hich was only 
a few yards from that tree) that he was obliged to dig him out .. 
The extreme fiupidity of thofe people is al1oniIhing; for it is 
fcarcely poffible to believe, that they could wander abollt for 
more than three hours, \vithout ever quitting the fpot on which 
they colleaed together; yet fo it ,,,'as: [or they had only walked 
round in a [mall circle. Had the weather yell:erdav been the 
[arne as it was this morning, they vvould all have peri ~hed ; and 
as it was, the two boys mull: ha ve died within ijght of 'he houfe, 
had not Mr. Collillghalll fortunately met then1 on the harbol1rj). 
and encouraged them to puth forwards. rrhey are now', thank 
God, perfectly rccoven:d: Crane has a llIght blifier on oae 
wnii, but it is of no conft'1Y~llce. 

Mr.) 
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Mr. Collingham raw ten deer in three parties, but could not 

get a (bot at any of them. 
It drifted fmartly in the Inorning, but ceafed by eleven o'clock; 

the fry was clear all day, and the afternoon very fine. Ther. 
7h lOo-3h 10o_Sh 8°. 

After breakfaft we fent four hands to perro'rm the laO: 
ceremony over the corps of Alexander Thompfon; which 
they did by cutting a hole through the ice in North Harbour, 
reading the funeral fervice, and plunging the body into the 
water: for it would be as difficult to make a grave in the earth 
at this time of the year, as it would be to dig one in a freefione 
quarry. 

Mr. Collinghanl vifited his traps by Hare Harbour, and met 
with feven deer there; from whence they croIred Blackguard 
Bay, paffed through 'Vefiern Tickle, and went up South-eaft 
Cove. I got fight of them from Slink Point, and gave them the 
meeting in the tickle: they were mixed deer; one of [hem the 
one-horned flag, and another was one of his hornlefs cOlnpanions, 
which was much flouter than himfelf: I fired at the one-horned 
gentleman, but the dimnefs of my eye faved hiln; as the dif
tance \vas a hundred and forty yards. I alfo difcovered \vith 
my glafs, a brace of deer upon the Slnall lfihlnus, on the ean: 
point of Huntingdon Iiland, from \\Thence they went to Sad
ler's Iiland; the difiance being [even miles from me. At four 
o'clock, three old deer ,vhich had meowed, croIred this harbour, 
from Spit Point to the point of the High Barrens. A fox had 
been near a couple of my traps, but did not touch the bait; 
he went for Great lfiand. The Offing is quite faa, and it 
looks firm. 

A dull day threatening [no,V', and, notwithfianding the feve
rity of the 1101l, the air felt pt:rfecHy mild, becaufe there never 

was 
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was more than a light air of wind, and for the moll: part it was ~ 
calm. Small [now after dark. Ther. 7h 2°--3h 4°- 8h 8° It Febuaryo 

We had the venifon taken out of the cafks, and forted: there 
were of rumps, loins, and chines, tw'enty-two: of rounds, 
{boulders, and breafi.s, thirty-one; and of heads, £hins, and necks, 
twenty-feven. Tilfed put together another cage-trap, and in 
the evening the {bed-door ,vas cleared of [now, and a paffage 
dug, that we might get out of the houfe, which was be", 
come imprafricable for any thing larger than a dog. 

It blew, fnowed, and drifted very hard till four in the after
noon, when the wind becalne moderate, and the fno\v turned 
to [mall rain; for the froIl abated very faft as the dayadvanc 

ced. Ther. 7h gO_3h 3Io_8h 30° .. 

Tilred fet up the fourth cage-trap, and made fome bridges 
for them. Three hands were at ,vork in building batteries in 
Weilern Tickle, for deer-fhooting; the former ones being 
thawed away: they finifi1ed three, and brought home my 
double gun, go,vn, and petticoat; I generally left theln there .. 

The laft fall of fnow was a very heavy one, and as the wea .. 
ther was mild tow'ards the latter part, it ,vas fucceeded by a 
filver thaw; all the high grounds are confequently covered and 
turned to ice, which lnakes it equally bad for our walkingS) 
and deer feeding. 

A fair day till four o1clock, when it began to fnow and drift 
a littleg Ther. 7h 3oo-3h 260-8h 22° .. 

Mr. Collingham took four hands \vith him, and went into the 
ne\v deathfall-path, which he carried on farther towards Table 
Bay, and built five more deathfalls thereine Crane had a mar ... 
ten, and !hot fix ptar migans .. 
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A clear, fine day, with Inoderate froft. Ther. 7h 2oo-3h 22.° 

_8h 14°. 

Mr. Collingham went upon Slink Point to watch for deer; he 
faw eight upon the barrens on the fouth fide of Mount Martin,. 
but as he was preparing, a {hot at them, the wind fhifted, 
when they fcented him and went off: they were mixed deer; 
two were old fiags ,vith their horns on, and one of them 
had a remarkable large pair. He {hot two brace of ptarmi
gans and a brace ofgroufe.. Tilfed, Crane, and William vifited 
their traps; two of Tilred's were fo much drifted ~ver, that he 
could not find them; he killed a brace of ptarmigans. One of 
William's traps was carried away by a deer, and Crane did not 
go to· his farthen: one. They aU faw fome tracks of foxes; 
many of their traps \vere robbed, but none of them \vould. 
firike up. Tom, was lengthening the deathfall path •. 

A plearant, fine day. Ther. 7h 12°-3h I 80-8h 13 0. 

Mr. Collingham taking William with him, went to· North 
Harbour Iiland to look for the loft trap, but they could fee no 
figns of it. From thence they walked to the place where our 
people lay the night of the third infi.ant, and brought home 
Alexander's gun, but could not find William's, which. Alexander 
had on the morning of the fourth and had left by the way. 
They faw great numbers of deer in different herds; Mr. Col
lingham fired two long !hots at about thirty, on North Harbour, 
and firuck one of them, but it did not quit the herd. Tilfed" 
and Crane cut the path through, to the upper part of Table Ba,Yt 
and built four more deathfalls in it; the former {hot a fpruce .. 
game. My eye is frill fo bad, that I keep the houfe. 

The morning was tolerably fine, but the clouds kept work'!" 
ing up all day I and in the evening. it came on to fnow and drift. 
Ther. 7h 12°-ah 23°-8·h 24 0

• 

In 
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In the afternoon, Mr. Collinghatn read prayers to the family. 
Hard gales with fmall fnow and much drift till three o'clock, 

and an ceared by eight at night. Ther. 7h 280 
- 3h 18° - 8h 

16 0
• 

Mr. Collingham went to the High Barrens, where he raw 
fourteen deer; he fired at one, and grazed its breafl:. Tilred, 
Crane, William, and Tom \vere at "rork in the new paths, \vhere 
they built fix death falls and three cat-houfes; making in the 
whole, fifteen of the former, and five of the latter. Tilfed 
{hot a brace of fpruce-galue there, and William, a brace of 
ptarmigans near the houfe. I ventured out as far as Wefiern 
Tickle, and obferved, that one herd of ten, and another of fix 
deer had come through from Venifon Head fince Iaft night, 
and had fed upon Slink Point. 

This day ,vas exceedingly fine, and very hot from ten till 
'One o'clock. Ther. 7h 8°-3h 12°-8h 10°0 

1fr. Collingham went to the I--ligh Barrens, \yhere he {a\v 
about t"renty deer in different herds, and killed a flag in his 
third year. All our \\'orking people \verc felling firewood at 
the head of l\Iartin~s Cove. In the afternoon I f~l\\r a hind and 
calf crors the harbour from ';VeHern 'T'ickle. 

A very fine day; hot in the fun, though cold out of it. 
Ther. 7h 8° - 3h 12°- gh go. 

Early this Inorning I fent four hands with a fled for the deer, 
and in the evening had it Hripped ;tnd broke up; the quarters 
weighed a hundred and feven pounds. 1\lr. Collingham went 
to Venifon Head: as he was crolling Blackguard Bay, he raw 
three deer go froln the head, through V\:eilcrn rricklc; and as 
foon as he got upon Berry Hill, he dilcovercd cleven others 
lying down on the north fide of it. He got round theIn, and 
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drove them for \Veftern Tickle. where Tom was- .ring the 
batteries, and having Iny double gun. Could tae blockhead but 
have remained quiet in one of the batteries) he might have had 
two excellent {hots, but he ran from one to the other, till the: 
deer faw him, when they divided; five croffed Great Uland, 
and the other fix paffed through the firft break in Slink Point. 
Tilfed, Crane, and \Villiam went to their traps, andi ftrock them 
all up; for as there are but felv f@xes hereabouts, we think it 
beft to employ theln fOF the remainder of the winter, in felling 
firewood for the next [earon. In the morning Tilfed' faw fix . 
deer go from Great H1and, up South-eall Cove; and when he 
was near the head of it, he obferved thofe five, '\vhich had 
croffed that il1and~ from Tom, coming towards him; he fired 
at them, at a hundred and tw'enty yards diftance, but miffed. 
Neither Crane nor \\Tilliam raw any thing. A brace of flout 
wol ves were upon Great Bland and Venifon Head laR night. 
Tom firuck four of my traps up, but could not find' the others. 
My eye is much better. 

A very fine, !harp day. Ther. 7h 2° below o-ah lo-8h 0 0
• 

At ten this morning, I difcovered fix deer coming from the 
Ifthmus along the eaft {hore of the harbour; they went upon 
the High Barrens, and were joined by above a doz~n others: 
at the fame time I obferved about a dozen more, feeding upon 
the lfihmus. Mr. Collingham crofTed the harbour after the 
former, and although he went no farther than the eall: fide of 
the High Barrens, he faw not lefs than two hundred, difperfed 
about in every direction. He could only get random {hots at 
above three hundred yards, and firuck but one nightly. At
noon I fent Tilfed to South-eaR Cove, who returned by the fide 
of Mount Martin, where he raw feven deer, but could not get 
near them. At one o'clock a yo.ung hind and two calves came 
ftom the oppofite fide of the harbour: I waylayed them on 

Slink 
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Slink Point, but, finding they altered' their courfe before they 
came near me, I (hewed myfelf and fired at them, in hopes of 
turning thenl up South-eaft Cove; but they then went towards 
Spit Point. Six of thofe which were on the Hlhmus, followed 
the firft herd, but the reft relnained there till dark. Crane, 
"Villi am, and Tonl felled thirty turns of firewood each, in Mar
tin's Cove. 

A very fine day, although the froft 'vas {harp. Thero 
7h 4° belo\v 0-3h 6° -8h 6°. 

Mr. Collinghanl took four hands with him and went to the 
Cape-land, where he !~\v great numbers of deer and fired three 
{hots, but miffed all of them; vVilliam \vounded one llightly. 
In the afternoon I difcovered three herds of deer; viz. one of 
feven, feeding upon the Iflhmus; another of [even, crofIing the 
harbour from the point of the High, to the South Barrens; 
and a third of five, feeding upon the neck of South-caft Cove; 
at fun-fet, the latter pafTed through \,VeH:ern Tickle, to Venifon 
Head. 

The greatefl part of the deer \\'hich l\11r. Colling-haITI fa,\' both 
yefterday and' to-day, \\'ere male~, and mofi of thcln had me\v., 
ed; yet it does not appear to Inc, that there is that regularity 
in the me\ving of rein-deer, as of red, or fallo\v deer; for the 
oldefi of thofe begin firfl, and the feafon laIls about fix 
weeks; \\rhereas, fame of the Houtefl of thefe deer have their 
horns on now, though nlany younger ones have loft theirs; and 
it is above fix \veek s !inee \ve knew that they began to Ine,,, : 
none of them have yet put out their lle\V horns. 

Some [mall fnow fell from two to four o'clock this afternoon, 
which drifted; but the feft of the day ,vas fine, though [harp., 

Ther. 7h 2°-3h 12°-8" 2°. 

Three 
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Three hands were felling firewood in Martin's Cove, till two 
in the afternoon; then two of them came home to cut up wood 
for the kitchen, and the third walked the deathfall-path, 
but got nothing. Tilfed fluffed the {kin of the laft deer, and 
fixed it upon the ice near the houfe, in hopes that it would de
coy others. I ordered the greyhound to be killed; being very 
poor and mangy. In the afternoon, Mr. Collingham \\Talked 
along Slink Point, but faw nothing. I was making fewels moll: 
part of the day. 

A herd of deer were feeding, and lying down on the illh. 
mus all day; and in the evening another herd joined them. 

A fine, but {harp day. Ther. 7'h 60 below o-ah 0 0 -8h 4· 
belowo. 

I had the fewels flretched out upon the ice and meafured; 
and found there were five hundred and fifty-two yards. In the 
afternoon Mr. Collingham read prayers to the fanlily. 

Clear till noon, after \\7hich it [nowed and drifted flightly. 
Ther. 7h 2° below Q-3h 12° - 8h 10°. 

'Ve began to give the fervants three meals to-day. I was 
hard at work all day on a pair of Efquimau fnow-eyes for 
myfelf. 

It fnowed and drifted much till three o'clock, \vhen the iky 
cleared, but the drift continued, though fomew hat a~ated. 
The frofl: was moll: exquifitely cutting all day. Ther. 7h 120 

below 0-3 h 8° below 0--8h 14° below o. 

Tilfed made'Cl new reel for the fewcls. Three hands were 
felling firewood half the day, and two the rell of it. Mr. 
Collingham took a walk to the wooders, and !hot a fpruce-game; 
he a1fo kIlocked another down with a flick. I finifhed my 

fnow-
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fnow-eyes, and executed them much to my fatisfacHon. At 
eight this morning a brace of deer croffed the harbour from 
the fouth, to the High Barrens; and in the afternoon, another 
brace followed then1 from Martin's Cove. 

A dull day, and very {harp; in the evening it came on to 
fno\\" and drift again. Ther. 7h 17 0 below o-3h 6° below 0 

_8h 30 below o. 

Crane cleared the deathfall-path, and brought an ermine. 
William and TOlTI \vere felling fire\vood. Tilfed made a leven~ 
tub. Mr. Collingham was making a clothes-horre.. I pulled 
half the feathers out of the fe\vels, in order to make more. In 
the evening, I difcovered, \vith my glafs out of the window, fix 
deer at feed upon a hill on the High South Barrens: MI. Col .. 
lingham \-vent after them, but could not get a {hot. 

It drifted fmartly till ten o'clock, the refl: of the day was pretty 
fine, but at [un-ret, it grew thick and began to fnow. Ther ~ 
7h 11 0 below o-3h 1°_8h 0°, 

Ti1fed 'vas employed on joiner's \vork: Mr. Collinghatn, in 
makin~ the clothes-horfe. Three hands \vere faw'ing and 
cleaving fire\vood. I made three hundred yards of fcwehngo 
This belng my birthday, I entered into my forty-eighth year. 

It fno\ved in the n1orning, and drifted hard ail day. Ther. 
7h 50 below o-3h 30 belo\v o-Sh -1 ° below o. 

Mr. Collingham \vas at \vork on the clothes-horD:. Ti1red 
{hot a groufe, and made a bread-box. Three hands \vere cut
ting fe\vel-fticks. I made three hundred and fifty yards of 
fewels, which made up the complement of twelve hundred. 
At four this afternoon, I difcovered one herd of deer feeding 
on the north fide of Mount Martin; another, on this fide of 
'the High Barrens; and a third on the Low South Barrens. 

It 
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It drifted fmartly in the morning, but abated gradually till 
two o'clock, when it ceafed; a clear fky, with fmart froft all 
day. Ther. 7h 5° below 0-3h 7° - 8h .2

0
• 

At fun-rife this morning, fifteen or twenty deer were feeding 
on the "'eft end of Mount Martin; foon after eight more 
croIred the harbour near the Small Duck IIland, to the High 
Barrens; and fifteen others were feeding on the lfihmus. 
After breakfafi, Mr. Collingham ,vent towards Burnt Knap, and 
there killed an old hind; he faw about an hundred. Three 
hands were felling firewood in Martin's Cove. Til fed ,vas at 
cooper·s work till four o'clock, ,vhen I fent him after fome deer 
which I obferved going upon Slip Hill, but he could not get 
near them. I took a very {hort walk, but found the weather 
too £harp, and my eyes too bad for any dillant expedition, 

A clear, {harp day. Ther. 7h 1 0 below 0 ---3h 4 0
- 8h 1 Q 

belowo. 

This morning ,~e perceived t\vo herds of deer feeding on the 
weft end of Mount Martin; one of which ccntinued in fight of 
the houfe all day, but the other croIred the hill to the north fide, 
on fight of fo-ur of our people, wholn ,ve had fent for the deer 
which was killed yefterday. The inflamlnation in my eye is 
great! y abated, but the dimnefs ftill continues, and I am greatly 
afraid, that it will never entirely go off. 

A very fine day, though !harp. Ther. 7h 7° below 0-3h 40 

8h oQ. 

At nine this morning, fourteen deer croffed the harbour for 
the Cape-land: ~t the fame tir;ne we obferved, feveral others 
feeding upon the weft end of Mount Martin; and another 
herd at the fame work upon the fouth part of the High Barrens. 
Mr. Collingham went upon the Cape-land, and falv great num'" 

bers 
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bers ofdeer there, but could not get a fhot at any. Til fed was r---A-l 
1786. 

at cooper's work, and three hands were felling firewood: at February. 

night, they brought home another fled-load of fewel-flicks. 
Wind 

At eleven o'clock I ,valked along Slink Point, and from the s. s. E, 
,i/I!( , 

third hill, faw three deer come do,vn South-eafi Cove, and go 
upon Great Ifiand; I found then1 feeding there, and ,vatched 
them until they lay do,vn, near the farther end, ,dlcn I crept 
up as near as I could, and, evening c0111ing on, tricd every de
vice that I could think of, to decoy then1 to 111C, but they went 
off the contrary ,vay, and I fired, at above three hundred 
yards, without effeEt. I did not get home till near dar:~, 

and even then ,,,ith great difficulty; being mon cOlnpletely 
tired. ~lr. Collingham '\Tas gone in fcarch of 11lC, fc;tring 10nle 
accident had happened; and \ve luiifed of each other, on accoun: 
of my returning on the ,veil fide of Slink Point. I obferved. 
that a great ulany herds of deer had lately croIred thc Point and 
Great Ifland; InO~[ of \vhich \vcrc gone to the \yen \\Tard. 
I had the pleafure to find Inyfelf frec froln fciatic pain>, though 
very weak. 1'he deer \vcighcJ a hundred and l\venty-t\\'O 

pounds. 
The ,veather \\"as (Illite \varin to-day, by rca[u~1 that thc fk y 

"\vas perfeEtly clear, and there being but \'cry little wind. 'IlKI'. 
7h 7° belo\\' O-,:jh ~r)-8h 6°, 

After breakfafl ,\ve fent three hands to "\\-~,[ler;l '~'~ckk~ \\-itb 
the fcwel-flicks, \vhich they carried on J. n,,'cl at t hrcc t,rips. 
Mr. CollinO'harll, 'fil red, and I follo\\"cd, and for n~c ~ 1 ~~ . ~(:t~:l d 

~ ~ 

\vith the fe\vels \\T i thin the harbour; lC;i vi ll:~: t L-.: tickle open, 
At one o'clock 1\1r. Collinzhalll \\'Cnt ~)ir lll1' \r(,l1il~)11 :I~'ad to 

LJ 

drive deer into it; and at three, a herd ,)i" I.'lg11[' "lL dlielly 
hinds and cal ves (except a fe\v young InaL~ (~ccr \'; h;ch "':LTC 

alTIOng them) came fro 11 1 thence; and thci~: \\\.TL' loon after 
followed by a herd of nine old fiarrs. 'Th.· lira hcrJ nointed o 4 
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well for the tickle, but at length turned off, and croffed Great 
It1and to South-eall Cove; but the -fiags came through the tic
kle into the pound. On perceiving the fewels, they were !by at 
them; but two of our people rulliing from [heir hiding-places, to 
run the remainder of the fevvels acrofs the tickle; when one of 
the flags, ,vhich Mr. Collingham had thot through the fmall-guts~ 
dallied under the fewels, which had no play for want of wind, 
and the refi followed him. I fired at about t\VO hundred and 
fifty Y:lrds difiance, but miffed. We then took up the fe\veJs 

J • 

and returned hOlne. 
A dull, 111ild day. Ther. 7h 6°-3h 160-8h 17°. 

Tilred V\~as at cooper's ,York, and three hands fa wing up \vood 
for the fires. 

It fnowed and drifted fmartly till near noon, when both 
ceafed, and a thin, wet fog came on, which continued the reft 
of the day, \vith a free tha"'N. Several fmall fhowers of rain 
fell in the night. Ther. 7h 26°-3h 32°- 8h 32°. 

The people ,vere employed as yefterday. 
A thin, wet fog all day, ·with feveral {hart {ho\vers of rain; 

rather clearer at fun-fete Ther. 7h 32°-3h 34°_8h 33°. 

The people vV'ere employed as on the t\\"o preceding days 
till the afternoon, when three of them beat a path from the {hare, 
to the \vood which they had felled in Martin's Cove. A great 
deal of {nO\V is gone off the ground fince Wednefday morning. 

Dull till noon, when a dry fog came on, which cleared away 
and returned feveral times. Ther. 7h 32°-3h 34 °_8 33°. 

Ivlr. Collinghanl was netting. Tilfed made a cap for the cage
traps. Three hands were felling firewood in Martin's Cove. 

I fowed 
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I rowed fome cabbage, fpinach, lettuce, radifh, onion, lllullard, 
cre[s, and fennel seeds in boxes, and placed thenl over the 
beams in the dining-room, where it is almoll: as hot as a hot .. 
houfe. 

The morning was pretty clear, but fog foon covered the tops 
of the hills, and at night it \vas very thick; tha \,'ing \veather. 
Ther. 7h 30° -it 3+ o_Sh 320. 

William \valked upon the hill, at the back of the houfe, and 
feeing frotu thence a filver-fox in 11r. ('ullingham 's firfl trap in 
Blackguard Bay, he brought hilU hOlne. 

The morning ,,,,as foggy, but the rcfl (J' the day proved cx
tremely fine. 1'her. 7h 31°-3'1 ~2°_8h 30°. 

11r. Colljngham ,vent out tL"·) !-~orni!1g in order to viGt his 
tr~ps by I-IJrc I-Iarbot.:~·, but Ineeting \vith tcn deer on Venifon 
Heu.J j L~ ,,'atched tll·:nl all day, and in the evening got a {hot 
at a brace of old flags, which flood fide by fide, and firuck one 
of thenl, \vhich feparated fro111 the rcf1: and \vent off to fea upon 
the ice: he endeavoured to turn hin1 back, but, not being able 
to head him, left h1111 poillting for 'finker Rock. I fent TiHc .. d 
to bring the two traF3 fr0111 GI een Inand, to try for the q ~~g 
which 1\1r. Collingh~n1 \,vollnrl.,d on l'ucfth.y lan, and to ,.'lilt 
the traps ,vhich \vere left tailed on the Cape-land. He could not 
find tLe flag, but nlet \vith about thirty deer .. yet could not get 
a !hot at theil1. Crane \': .. .'nt t,J lIlt \!c.:~thrull-path, brought a 
marten and an crn1ine, and D.ot a fj)nlce-ga n 1c. \ \"illianl and 
Ton1 hauled out [0I11C of the \\'oc,d in J\l<p·t:n'~:. Co\'e to the 
lhore-fidc. I ,vas violently aE~ir:ted '" :th fci~tlic Tl,ilns in nl)Y _ 1 

back, and down to illy kit hed, G1U :~,c1 by being ;l.Ll~tted \'~'ith 

a cold wind, when in a flight perfpiration ycficrcl:l)"; but an 

.application of camphorated fpirits of ~.vinc n1adc n1C bet~er by 
night. 

T2 The 
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The deer \vhich Mr. Collingham raw ,to-day were all males .. , 
and moIl: of thenl young beafis; they had all mew'ed, except 
one of three years old, ",hich had 0!1e horn left. 

A delightful day out of the ,vind, but it drifted a little on 
Venifon Head. Ther. 7h 25°-3h 32o_8h 310. 

Mr. Collingham taking four hands with him, went after the 
nag ",rhich he (hot yefierday, and found him dead upon the ice, 
about t\VO miles fronl the north-eafi point of Venifon Head: his 
quarters "reighed t\VO hundred and tVlenty-one pounds. This 
mull have been a fine beafl: in September laft; his fore foot 
tneafurcd fix inches acrofs, \vhen the hoofs touched at the 
points; and the leg, cut off at the knee joint, ,vith the foot to it, 
weighed three pounds and a quarter. My pains ,vere much 
€afier to-day, and I find Iny eye is become a little clearer. 

A dull day, \\'ith a f prinkling of [now at inter-valse Ther .. 
i' 20o-3h 2oo-8h 16°. 

Mr. Collingham took Tilfed ,vith him, and vifited his traps on 
Venifon Head, and thofe by Hare Harbour; he had a crofs, 
and a ",hile-fox, and the leg of a filver one; two other traps 
were firuck up. He obferved that fix deer, which went through 
'\iV efiern Tickle to Venifon Head yefierday, had returned the 
fame way this morning, and he fa,,, about a dozen lying down 
upon the ice near Sadler's lfiand. He afterwards walked into 
the woods to look for oar-pieces, and found fome few. Three 
hands ,vere hauling out wood in Martin's Cove. I was this 
morning feized with another violent fciatic fit, in my left hip 
and leg, which obliged me to keep my bed all day. The old 
buck-rabbit died to.-day; our fiock is now reduced to one 
young buck. 

The day was cloudy, and the wind cutting, although it did 
not freeze hard. Ther. 7h 14°-3h 23o_ 8h 220. 

Tilfed 
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Tilfed fearched the woods in ~\Iartin's Cove for oar-pieces, 
and found but t,vo. Mr. Collingham vifited his traps on the 
South Barrens, and {hot a fprucc-gaillc. Three hands \vere 
hauling out wood in Martin's Cove. I was fo ,yell to-day, as to 
be able to fit up, but am in a very tickle frate. The \vhite-fox 
\vhich l\1r. Collingham brought hOl1le ycflerday, is the fmallefi 
I ever faw', '''''cighing but Ii \'e pounds and a quarter. 

A dull, mild day, \\,ith a little ii11all [now franl three to four 
o'clock in the afternoon. 'I'her. 7h ~ 1 O_,jh 290 - 811 27 o. 

l\lr. Collingham ,valked the death fall-path, bUl: got nothing. 
Tilfed hc;ved and brought h0111e a fet of Ikiff-oars. Three 
hands \vere hauling out ,,'oou in l\1artin's Cove. My pains 
much the fame as yefl:erday: I therefore put a large blifler on 
nly thigh, and one of a middling fize upon my leg. 

A dull, mild day, \vith a little fno,,, at tilnes, and feems 
likely for more. Ther. 7h 2()1) - 3h 300 - 8h aoo. 

Tilfed cut and hewed another fet of Ikiff-oars. rrhree hands 
felled firewood in Martin's Cove. I\1y blifiers operate pretty 
fmartly, and my pains have abated. 

A dull, mild day, '\'ith fome [no\v in the forenoon. The 
poor deer will pay for this mild vvcather, \vhen the froft returns, 
for then they \vill be greatly diflrelfed for want of food; as all 
the herbage will be frozen into the fno\v. Ther. 7h 300-

ah 33°_8h 34 0
• 

A dull, thawing day, \vith [oJne fno,,, in the lllorning, and 
thin fog in the evening, \\I,hen it began to freeze again~ Ther. 

7h 32 °-3h 34-8h 30°. 

Mr. Collingham went a !hooting this n10rning, and, from the 
north-cafi end of Slink Point, difcovered thirteen deer, ,vhich 
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came down South-eail Cove, and were gone upon the fouth
weft end of Great Ifland, where he was near getting a {hot, 
when they went upon the ice on Blackguard Bay, and divided; 
fix going to the outward point of Venifon Head, and feven up
on Berry Hill. He followed the latter, and killed a calf; and 
fired two !hots at a hind, but mifTed her both tilnes. He then 
went after the others, and, on the north-weft part of the head, 
killed an old hind. I He faw a white-fox in a trap on Great Uland 
and left him. At noon, thofe deer which went upon Berry 
Hill, crofsed Slink Point and ,vent up this harbour, not far 
from the houfe; and at five o'clock the other five came into 
'Vhite Cove, ,\'here they fiopped fame time, and then, turning 
do\\rn\\rards, pafTed through ~Zefiern Tickle and returned up 
South-eall Cove. Tilfed hewed out another fet of fkiff-oars. 
Three hands ,vere felling Hre,,,,ood in Martin's Cove; they law 
the tracks of a brace of wolves, which had crafTed this neck not 
far from the houfe, and were gone over to the Cape-land. My 
pains have abated, and my eye is better to·day. 

A dull, n1ild day, with frequent fhowers of fnow', which 
drifted a little on the barrens. Ther. 7h 27°-3h 29o-~h 25°. 

At feven this 1110rning I rent Tilred to vifit Mr. Collinghaill's 
traps on \~ enifon I-lead; and three hands \\7ith a fled to bring 
home the deer; both of ,\;hich proved "ery poor: the hind 
weighed a hundred and t\\7enty-iour pounds and an half, and 
the calf, fixty-t,\TO pounds and an half. 11r. Collinghan1 went 
to the eafiern traps, and tailed thenl afreill; t\\'o \vol ves had 
been round thofe two \\Thich \\'crc t~iled by a deer's paunch, 
but were fuy at theln. He fa~.v the frefh feeding of fome deer, 
and met with five flags, but could not get a !hot at them; hvo of 
them had not me\ved. Tilfed returned at dark with the vvhite .. 
fox, and the horn of a fi~g which dropped 9ff on his firing at 

him· , 
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him; he had but that one, and was in company with three 
others on the \vefi fide of Venifon Head; one of \v hich had 
both his horns, but the other t \VO had mewed. 

A cloudy, mild day; in the evening it rained a little. Ther. 
6h 26°-3b 36°_8h 28°. 

Tilfed was employed on cooper's work, and three hands were 
felling fire'\vood in l\,ia"tin's Cove. 

It fno\\'ed, ,vith drit, ian HIght, and a little this luorning; but 
the reft of the day '"as clear, \vith fevere frofi. Ther. 6h 100 

below 0- 3h 6° below 0-8h 7 0 below o. 

Tilfed ,vas engaged as yeflerday. Three hands were hauling 
out wood in Martin's Cove. In the ahernoon Mr. Colhn2"ham 

,,:) 

,,·iGted his traps on the South Barrens, but got nothing. finding 
that 'we have no\v a hundred and forty-four pieces of venifon 
left, we determined that no other nleat {hall be drcffed '\vhilfl: 
any of it remains ~ as by that time, \\·c 111ay expC:I"l lnild ,,'eather 
to fet in. Our fervants have had vendi"Hl four chys a "reck 
until yefierday fe'nnight, Lince \vhich tin1e they have had it 
every day; but \ve havc had it every day all the winter through. 

A clear, illarp day. 1'hcr. Oh 6') below o-JI1 Hy'-Sh 7°. 

At eight o'clock this morning \Vc rent Tilled to l\IuJdy Bay, 
\vith a letter to captain Gabourit. Finding tllat none of the 
feeds which I fo,ved in the boxes calne up, aT!d that the earth 
was too fad, I mixed as ITluch ,dbes (tnd foot a~ l;j:l<..le it pcr

fcaly light, and [o\ved thelll afre01. 

Mr. Collingham went over to thc Capc-land a d(\ r-i110oting; 
he faw forty-five hinds and calves in difrercntherd.~; kd!Ld an 
old hind, wounded another, and Iniffcd a third, rE11ree ha!J(js 
were hauling' out firewood. 

DuE 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

Dull till noon, but the rell: of the day ,vas clear. Ther. 
6h 12°-3h 22°_8h 16°. 

At feven this Inorning, lve fent three hands with a fled for 
the deer, which lay by the Gravel Hills, and they returned \vith 
her at noon; ihe proved a very good one, and mull: have been 
a capital beaft when at her bell:; as her quarters weighed a 
hundred and fifty pounds. SOine ravens had eaten part of her 
haunches, and her guts were carried aw·ay. The people fawa 
brace of deer as they went, and on their return,: Inet four old 
flags in South-eaft Cove; Crane fired at one of them, but miffed. 
They cut up firewood during the reft of the day. Mr. Colling
ham \vent upon \T enifon Head, looked at fome of his traps in 
that \valk, but got nothing. I am now much better of my com
plaints, but not well enough to venture out of doors. 

Upon the whole, this was a fine day; though, w'e had a little 
fno'\v in the forenoon. Ther. 6h 16" -3h 240-8h 18 0

• 

At two o'clock this afternoon, Tilfed returned from MudJy 
Bay; accompanied by captain Gabourit and one of his people. 

A very £-ine, nlild day. Ther. 6h 17° - 3h 260 _ 8h 24 0
• 

Mr. Collinghaln ,vent 'with captain Gabourit and his man 
round Mount Martin to try for deer· the)" faw fourteen fiaO"s 

, 0 ' 

but could not get near them. Finding my felf nluch better to-
day, I ,valked along Slink Point and firuck up the double
fpring trap, but could not find that which I tailed for a hare. 
~ronl the [econd hill, I faw a brace of deer feeding upon Hun
tIngdon Iiland; they ,vere difiant [even miles from Ine. Tilred 
\vas hewing oars, and three hands were hauling out firewood. 

Dull weather, \vith a little [no\v till noon; fair, but cloudy 
afterwards. Ther. 6h 24°-3h 26°_8h 21 0. 

After 



I 
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After breakfafi, captain Gabourit let off home\vards, and we 
loaded his fled \vith venifon. Mr. Collinghalll \\'cnt to Table 

, Bay Brook, \vhere he fa,,' the tracks of [orne white-bears and 
otters; he returned along the dcathfall-path, and brought an 
ermine and a fprucc-ganlc. T'ilfed finifilcd hevv'ing all the oars. 
Three hands \verc felling firc\vood in Martin's Cove. I took a 
walk along Slink Point, and had the pleafure to find 111yfelf 
much better. 

A very fine day, tut in the c\TIling it ovcrcafi. 1~hcr. 6h 180 

-3h 28°-8h 28 ° . 

Tilfed yifited 1\1 r. Collinghalll's traps ill thc \\'en walk, and 
brought a rayen and a crofs-lox; the latter had lull a It"g in one 
of the traps fometinle [inec. l'hrce hands '\-ere f~i\'~'ing up fire
wood till noon~ after \"hieh they trod a path to the \rood, \"hich 
they had lately felled. 

A very fine day, but it overcan in the evening. Ther. G' 
25°-3h 3 2o- 8h 30°. 

Tilfed was engaged on cooper's \\Took, and the other people 
were variouily eUlployed about thc houie. 

It fno'wed and drifted fn:arLl y till ten this n1orniug, after 
which, we had fome heavy lho\\'crs of rain. 'fher. 6 11 300 -

3h 32 °_8h 32°. 
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Mr. Collinghanl took a \\'aIL upon Great Ifland, but fa,\.' Frid,I\' ~q. 
nothing; he obferved that the ice ,vas broken up ",ithin the s, E. j'll<m. 

outennofi Gannet H1ands. Crane ,,'alked the deathlall-path, 
and brought a 111arten. rfil[ed at cooper's work. r[\\,o hands 

were felling fire\vood. I took a walk to the head of Martin~s 
Cove. 

Dull till noon, and fno\ved aftcnvards; n1ild ,vcather. 
Ther. 6h 300- 3h 32o_8h 32°. 
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rfiffed was en1p1oyed a&- yefierday. Three hands were
hauling out firewood in Martin's Cove till ten o'clock, when 
\Villiam came home, having bruifed his left arm in loading the 
fled. 

Slnall fnow all day. Ther. 6h 30o-3h 32 °_8h 3 1 ° .. 

This morning all the ground, \vhich was bare before, was 
covered with fnow, but the day being clear and mild, a good 
deal of it was gone by night. Ther. 6h 3Io-3h 34°-Sh 31 0 .. 

Mr. Collinghaln went over to· the Cape-land this morning a· 
deer-lliooting, where he met with great numbers,; he killed an 
old hind, wounded another, and miffed a third. William 
walked the deathfall-path, but got nothing. Tilfed was draw
ing oars. Crane and Tom were felling firewood. I took 'a 
\valk upon Slink Point, but foon returned, as the drift flew too 
fmartly for me to continue out. 

A very fine day upon the whole, but we had a fmart flurry 
of \vind from ten to eleven o'clock. Ther. 6h 300 - 3h 37° 
-8h 310 • 

At [even this morning \ve fent four hands, with a fled for 
the deer, and they returned with her at noon. SOlne foxes· 
had eaten at lean three pounds out of her haunches: and a 
brace of wolves had come from Ledge Iflan-d, and paffed not 
far from her. Her quarters weighed a hundred and forty-feven; 
pounds; {he had a remarkable fine pair of horns t of twenty
one points. The people faw a brace of deer crofs this harbour 
from Slip Hill" as they returned. We jerked the- two rounds 
of this deer. 

A bright, fine day. Ther •. 6h 23°-ah 2so_8h 22°. 

Mr~ 

t There are· now at Marnbam •. 
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Mr. Collingham walked the deathfall-path, where he [a'iN the 
fign of one marten, but got nothing. TiHed ,vas drawing oars, 
and three hands were hauling out firewood in I\lartin's Cove. 
We took down the nove; cleaned, and fet it up again. 

Cloudy till nine this lTIorning, the reft of the day was clear. 

Ther.sh 160 -3h 25° - 8h 19°. 

Mr. Collingham "rent a deer-ihooting to Venifon Head, 
and I walked out upon Slink Point, fronl ",hence I foon dif
covered a brace of Hags crolling the ice fronl Great Ifland to 
Venifon Head. I ,vent to the firfi Pigeon Rock to ,vait their 
return, and immediately fa\v fi\'c other deer fceding on the 
fouth-weft point of South-caft Cove: at noon they croIred the 
-:cove, and lay do\vn upon the ice, beL\veen the north-\vefi point 
and Great Bland. I then eli [covered, from Flagfiaff Hill, another 
herd of about fifteen lying dO\\'n upon the ice in South-can 
Cove. I ren1ained there \\?atching then1 till after one o'clock, 
at ,vhich tin1e, finding myfclf ,"cry cold, and feeling a n1arp 
return of my fciatic pains, I returned hOlllC and \\'ent to bed ~ 
ordering Tilfed to take lny double-barrel gun, ,,-hich I had 
left on Pigeon Rock, and to go after the deer. j\ t three o'clock 
Mr. Collinghan1 returned, dri\'ing a crippled Hag beforc h1rn: 
,vhen the deer had got through the orll orcak in Slink Point, 
which is about three hundred yards fro111 the houfe, being tired, 
he becan1e relliff, and \\youlJ be driven no farther, but turned 
round, and n1ade f uch a de rpcL~tc 1011,:;c at Collingharn, th~!t he 
had no other way of avoiding the bIJ\\", than by throwing hin1-
felf do\vn fide-vvays; the deer \\'Cnt o\'er his leg5 with [uch 
violence, that he could not flop hilnfclf till he hau paffed hin1 
feveral yards. He then called out for aHiflance, and I imn1e
<liately fent Jack \\Tith the dogs: after a iliarp contcf[, in which 
the flag defended hilnftlf with great refolution, both \\Tith his 
head and his feet, they pulled hiln dO'wn; he ,\'ould have 
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beal thcln all, had not one of his fore legs been broken. As foon 
as I\Ir. Collinghanl got upon Berry Hill this nl0rning, he dil
covered eight deer lying dO~Nn on the low ground, and at 
length got a fhot at a brace, and broke a leg of each; the other 
\'.'a,s a hind, which "vent au t u pan the ice to\vards Round IHand. 
He rent Jack after Til red, w'ith orders for then! to look for, 
and drive the hind home. rfhey returned at half pafi [even 
o'clock, \vhen Tilfed reported, that \vhen he got to the end of 
Slink Point, he fa\v four deer upon Flagfiaff Hill, ,vhere I had 
fat fo long, and that five others went through Wefiern Tickle at 
the [atTIc tilne; that he fa'w nothing of the wounded deer, but 
l11et \\'ith eight on Round IUand, where he fired twice at them, 
killed one, and Ill"uck another. After paunching the deer, he 
... ':ent after the reO:, and got another double {hot at them, but 
Jniifcd both tilnes. He then followed his \vounded deer to the 
fiHlth-\vefl: point of South-eaIl Cove, and, there quitting the 
not of her, rctu rncd honle. He raw five other herds of deer 
by the \'Tay. 

The flag \\'hich \\'as killed to-day, had put out his new horns; 
they are about an inch long, and the firfi \vhich ,ve have 
[een this year. It is a 11latter of curiofity and furprife, that the 
male rein-deer fhould [0 [oon lore their horns after they come 
to perfeCtion; and that Nature fhould deprive them of the means 
of defence, at the very time they appear moft to fiand in need of 
them, to defend theln[elves from the wolves; and that it fhould 
be [0 long before the new ones appear. As they can fwim 
faller and longer, than~ I believe, any other land animal; and 
all the different countries in which they are found, being full of 
ponds and rivers, they preferve themfelves in [ummer from the 
ra venous jaws of the wolves by taking the water .Did they not 
me\v till April, they would then not only oftentimes find water 
to fly to, hu t the bitch wolves being 'at that [earon big with 

whelp~ 
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whelp, the dogs 'w'eak, and the [no\v ,"ery rotten, they ,,,auld 
then 110t be in [0 much danger, as bet \veen Decelllber and that 
tIme. 

Three hands \vere hauling out firc\vood in :\Iartin's Cove. 
Avery fineda)~. Ther r;:h 1 !,,_,)h ,),)(I_(~h 1,-,0 

• v 'j ,) -,J ( I· 

Early this morning, I rent three hands \\'ith a ned for Tilred's 
deer; and ordered hilll to !(.lUU\,' thL one \\'luch he vvounded. 

When he got to the place \\'here he <111itted her flot yellerda}', 
he hit off the not of 1\lr. Collinop'h,un's hind, and O'ot {iaht of her 

b b 

at the foot of the High Barren-;; frotn "'hence Ill': fo!lo\vcu h('! 
acro[s the harbour and South Barrens, ahl10ll to Table Ba~\' ~ 
where he got a ill0t and killed her. ()n the fOUlh Iide of Slin 

1 

Hill, he diflurbed a brace of ,,'olves, "'hich \\'crc picking the 
bones of a young deer, that thL'Y had kill~1 1. Soon after his 
return, he ,vent out agai:l; took the not of Ills OW~l deer, alll~ 
followed her to the \'Jllcy, on the caft fide of g'.:rnt Knap, 
where the blood flanching, he coull not rn::kc her uut any far
ther, as £he had not quitted the herd. I'd r. Collill:~h(lln \Vcnt 
out after his deer, and notted hcr froln the I,bce \\'here he left 

her yefierday, to the South BarreD'" fron' \\' hence he returned 
home, obferving that Tilfed {luck to her. Looking out of the 
\vindo\\7, as foon as I got up thi3 nlorni:l.~, I Ll'\\i [i~~ Jeer going 
up the harbour; and [OO~l after, obferved thirteen Illore feeding 

on the Ifthmus. Jack cOlnin 1r i:l froll1 tL~ \\'ell at the [;t111C 
b 

tirne, faw nine croffing the 1u'::('r part of th~ :J:(rb~)ur. .\t 110U11 

another herd of [even Cln1e off the I-liiTh Barrens, ~;:l~l \\'alkctl o 

upwards. The people ,vho ,vere gOi~lg [or the dead ,:ecr, {;1 \V 

two on Great Hla:ld; Mr. Collinghanl obfcr\'cd a l:~Td feed!~:'~ 
on Venifon fIead, and Tilfed raw ten in South-e~n Cove, the 
fecond time he \vent out. The flag \veighed a hundred and 

feventy-three pounds and an half; and the hind, a hundred 

and thirty-three pounds. 
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A few {hart, thin {ho\vers of [now fell in the morning, but 
the refl: of the day \vas fair, \vith bl'oken clouds and (harp froft. 
Ther. 5l• gO-3h 20o-8h 14 0

• 

I fent four hands this morning, \\Tith flings for the deer, and 
they returned \vith her at one o'clock; {he weighed a hundred 
and feven pounds. They alfo brought a marten out of the death .. 
fall path. }\t two o'clock one of the Canadians came here from 
Muddy Bay, with a new Mountaineer fled, a .pair of rackets., 
and a pair of racket-bows; being prefents frem captain Ga
bourit to me. I was fo bad to.day, that I did not get up till 
ten o'clock, and then was obliged to return to bed again imme
diately: being rather better at three in the afternoon I got up a 
fecond tin1e. Two hands fawing up firewood in the afternoon. 

Cloudy till four in the afternoon, and fnow the remainder 
of the day. Ther. 5h 14°-3h 25o

_ 8h 24°· 

At eleven o'clock this n1orning, ,\lith the help of my gla[s, 
I difcovered nine deer feeding on the point of the High Bar
rens: the Canadian and Tilfed ,vent after thenl, and the formel 
got a long {hot but mifTed. I ,\Jas rather better to-day. 

It drifted hard in the early part of the morning, and fmartly 
on the barrens all day: the fky 'was clear till fi ve in the after
noon, when it caIne on to fno\v and drift very Inuch. Ther. 
5h 12° -3b 24o-8h 160. 

The people were fawing up firewood and doing other things 
about the houfe. In the afternoon nine deer came off the High 
Barrens; fix of which crafTed to the South Barrens, and the 
other three pointed for our houfe. Tilfed went to the Saddle, 
'vhilfi Mr. Collingham and I,vaited for them at the path.end, 
but 'v hen they came within 1\\'0 hundred yards of us, the old, 
leading hind winded the houfe, and turned down the har .. 

bour; 
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hour; we both fired at her but miffed; on \vhich they turned 
back again. 

The drift flew very thick all day; it fnowed till nine in the 
morning, then was clear till fix in the evening, \vhen it [now. 
ed again. Ther. 5h 11°-3h 1'1°-8h 14 0

• 

Our people \vere \vorking for themfelves to-day. 
It hIe,,,, hard with ftllall, drifting [no,,,, and !harp frail, the 

,vhole of Iafl: night and this day, but in the evening it abated 
fomewhat. Ther. 5h 100-3h 180-8h 18°. 

Tilfed made fame tent-pegs in the forenoon: the reft of 
the people were working for then1relves. 

Continual fnow and drift all laft night and this day, ,vith 
mild weather. Ther. 511 25 °-311 23°_8h 20°. 

In the morning and evening it cleared up fufficicntly for us 
to fee acro[s the harbour, but during the rea of the day, it 
fnowed faft in [mall flakes., ,,-ith Inild ,,,,eather. Ther. 511 18° 

-3h 31° - 8h 26°. 

It continued fno'Ning all this day aHa, with }nild ,Ycather, 
and in the evening it drifted frrlartl y. Ther. 5h 26"-9h 310-
3h 24o_ 8h 20(l). 

At fix this morning, tvvel vc deer caIne through the ffrfl break 
in Slink Point, and croITed the barbour tOTNards ~lou;lt ::\Iartin. 
The people were employed in fa wing up firc\vood, and in <.loing 
other things about the houfe. 

In the morning it [nowed a little, the reft of the day ,vas 
foggy, which cleared away in the evening, but the fly continued 
cloudy. Ther. 5h 22°-3h 3oo_8h 26°. 

]'hc 

151 

~ 
J786• 
April. 

Tuefday 4. 
Wt'nd 

N. E. h.zrd. 

jlrong. 

\\'ednef. .). 
N. E.lwrd. 

Thurfday G. 
J\'. IY, E. 
1lI0df rate. 

Friday 7. 
N. }>rjl:. 

Satllfday 8. 
fl.', N. E. 

1/:(1(/("";'(' , 

s. S. E. 



• -A-l 
17 86• 
April. 

Sunday 9. 
Trilld 

N. E. fr1'z. 

jlrong. 

Monday 10. 

E. S. E. 
Jmart. 

N. E.fr1'z. 

F. 

Tuefday t t. 

N.Jmart. 

Jlrong. 

\\' ednef. 1 Z. 

N.jlrong. 

Jmart. 

11UJderate. 

Thurfday 13. 
calm. 

w.s. W. 
mcderate. 

THE SIXTH \rOYAGE. 

The Canadian ret· off home\\rards this Inorning . 

The \veather "vas foggy till noon, \vith [mall fnow at times, 
clearing a little bet,veen ,vhiles, it rained all the afternoon; 

which wetted the [now, and tnade it bad walking. Ther. 5h 24° 
-3h 33o-8h 33 0

• 

The people picked oakutn, and did other trifling \vork. Our 
well has held ,vater all the \vinter, but for fame time paft: it has 
tailed very n1uddy, although the ,vater is clear. To-day we 
laded up water by the (hare-fide, for the firft time. 

Much rain fell Jan night and this morning, but at eleven 
o'clock it turned to fno,v; that ceafed at three in the after
noon, and there ,vas a thin fog over-head, for the remainder of 

the day. Ther. 5h 34° - 3h 34°- 8h 34 0
• 

Tilfed ,vas dra\\'ing oars, William and Tom ",'ere fawing up 
firewood, and Crane vifited the deathfall-path, and a few of 
the traps; he brought in a lnarten and a trace-galled crofs-fox. 

A dull day, with flight froll. Ther. 5h 3 1 o-3h 280 
- 8h 

2]0. 

Tilfed \vas dra\ving oars; the reft of the people were pick
ing oakun1 in the morning, and fa\ving up fire\vood in the 
afternoon. 

It fno\ved hard the fore part of the nlorning, and was hazy 
and dull during the rell of the day, ,,·ith fOlne fun at intervals. 
Ther. 5h 28o-3h 32o_8h 25 0

• 

!'vIr. Collingham w·ent a fl100ting to Mount Martin; he raw 
thirteen deer in one herd, and fix in another; and fired two 
1hots, but miffed both times. Tilfed vifited the traps towards 
Hare Harbour, and found them all frozen to the ground. He 
faw' t'NO herds of deer, of eleven head each, upon Venifon 

Head; 
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Head; one of which went out to fea, and the other through 
Wefiern Tickle up South-eaft Cove. I took a walk to the 
extremity of Slink Point, ,V'here I fat a Chart time, and had not 
left it long before the IaR mentioned herd paIred through the 
tickle. We all three faw the tracks of a brace of. frout wolves, 
which had gone from the Cape-land to Hare Harbour this 
:morning. Three hands threw the fno\v out of the !ballop, and 
·chopped fome of the ice out of her; but the water coming in 
:through the fcuttle-hole, obliged them to defifi. 

A very fine day. Ther. 5h 19o-3h 36°_8h 36d" 

All hands ,vere chopping the ice out of the !ballop till noon, 
when they were obliged to defifl, as the water came in upon 
theln too faft to keep her free ,vith the pump. 'iVe !hall not 
therefore be able to get her upon the ice, as we ,,,,ere in hopes 
'of doing. In the afternoon Mr. Collingham and Tilfed cut out 
a ne,V' fore-fail for the !ballop, and the latter made part of it. 
Three hands dug a trench through the fno\v, from the !bed 
door to the fi1ore, and chopped fonlc of the ice out of the {bed. 
I took a walk to the fecond break in Slink Point, and tailed two 
traps there for ,vol;'Cs. The outer part of Tablc Bay 'was free 
from ice yefierday, and to-day I fa\",' a good deal of ,vater in 
the offing to the north-call. 

Clear till four o'clock, \\'hen it gre\v hazy, and at [even 
-it fno,ved a little. rTher. 5h 32°-3h 38Q _ 8h 22°. 

Tilfed vvas at ,york on the Fox's fore-fail, and the other three 
hands were picking oakunl. 

It fno\ved and drifted hard alllafl night, and till nine this morn .. 
ing, when it ceafed fno,ving, and the fun appeared, but the drift 
continued for the renlainder of the day, and in the evening it 
fno\ved again. Hard frofiall day. Ther. 5h 14°-3h 16°-8h 15°. 
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THE SIX'TH VOYAGE. 

In the evening I faw a brace of deer feeding upon the High 
Barrens. 

It fno\ved a little, and drifted hard' tin about three in the 
afternoon, the wind then died away, and the lky cleared. Ther. 
5h 20o-3h 31°_8h 28°. 

Tilfed was at work on the Fox's new fore-fail, and the other 
three hands were hauling wood out upon the ice, from the 
piles at the head of Martin's Cove, to be ready to make into 
rafts. Between nine and ten this morning, fix deer croffed 
the harbour from the High Barrens to the Hland Rock of Spit 
Point, where they fed a little, and then went back again; 
having winded the houfe. At one o'clock a herd of feven ap
peared on the upper part of the harbour; two of which went 
upon the High. Barrens, and the reft croffed Slink Point at the 
fecond break. At the fame time another herd of eight, were 
obferved lying down upon the ice, near the Duck Iflands.; 
having winded the houfe. At five they got up, and walked 
down the harbour. 

A cloudy day, with fome fun and light {howers of fnow by 
turns, and a frofly air. Ther . .sh 28.°-3h 32o-8h 26°. 

Mr. Collingham and Tilfed cut out a new main-fail for the 
Fox, and Tilfed made part of it, after finifhing the fore-fail. 
Three hands were hauling firewood out upon the ice from the 
piles in Martin's Cove. At noon Mr. Collingham walked the 
deathfall-path, and {hot a fpruce-game. 

A thin haze aloft, with much drift till the evening, which 
proved fine; {harp froft. Ther. Sh lSo-3h 25o_8h 22°. 

All our people being troubled with a breaking-out. not un
like the itch, \\7e gave them a fmart dofe of faits this morning, 
and are in hopes that it is only a heat of blood, from eating fa 

much 
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much venifon of late; for I verily believe, that they have eaten 
not lefs than five pounds each man, every day, flnce the pork
barrel was !hut up. Tilfed worked upon the new main-fail, 
and the other three hands dug a trench in the fnow round the 
fhed, to prevent the dogs getting upon the roof of the houfe. 
After breakfaft Mr. Collingham went to Venifon Head, and I 
to Weftern Tickle. In our way \ve faw fix deer go from Great 
lfiand, up South-eall Cove. At t\\ro o'clock I calne home, and 
foon after three Mr. Collinghaln returned like\vife, and in
formed me that he met \vith eleven deer upon the head, and 
had wounded one or two of them, and that the \vhole V\~ere 
then lying down upon the ice in Blackguard Bay near the 
tickle. \Ve took Tilfed and Willian1 with us and went after 

~ 

them: the former made a circuit, and croffed Great Ifland in 
order to drive them to us, \vho were pofted at the paffes; but, 
having before been clofe up to the outer Pigeon Rock 'where 
I had been fitting, and having winded Iny go\vn, they took a 
fweep round Tilred, aDd pafTed by the north-cail end of Great 
Iiland towards eu rle\v Harbour. 

A very fine day; illarp froil in the nlorning but thawed free
ly after\vards. 1~her. 5h 13 0 -3h 36°-~h 40". 

Tilred was worki~)g on the new l1Li.in-fail, and the other 
people were hauling fire\\ood out upon the ice in ~\Iartin's 

Cove till four in the afternoon; they then caIne hOlne and dug 
part of' the trench deeper by the fide of the i11ed. In the 
morning Mr. Collinghan1 took a walk along Slink Point, and 
fa;v a herd of about a dozen deer, feeding upon the iflhll1US. 
In the afternoon, another herd \\'ere lying do\\' n upon the ice 
in the Cove under the High Barrens. A t one this afternoon 
t\vo Canadians came here \vith a letter froll1 Capt. Gabourit. 

A very fine day though cold in the \\lind. Ther. 5 h3~o
Sh 39°_8h 32°. 

X 2 Til fed 
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"fHE SIXTH VOYAGE.' 

Tilfed finifhed the nc\v nlain-fail, all but roping. Three 
hands were hauling firewood out upon the ice till two o'clock. 
After breakfafi, Mr. Collingham and the Canadians went over' 
to the Cape-land a deer .. fhooting:; they faw many, but did not 
get a {hot. 

ALvery fine, clear day. Ther. 5~ 3. 10-3h 46°-8h 36.°. 

Early this morning, the ·Canadians went away, and we gaV6' 

them as much venifon as they would carry. At ten o'clock, 
feven old ftags walked up the harbour towards the ifthmus; 
one of which parted from the refi, turned to.> the weftward,. 
and croIred out of Martin's, Cove to Seydes's- Beach~ from;. 
whence he went to Venifon Head: he appeared to have been 
much frightened. Soon after, two hinds and calves came off 
the High Barrens, and 'one brace of them croIred to Spit Point •. 
Tilfed was employed on cooper's work, and the reft of the· 
people \\'ere hauling more firewood out upon· the ice till the 
afternoon, when they came home ~nd fawed up fome for the
fires 

A dull morning, it rained from feven till nine o'clock, and 
fnowed moll: part of the reft of the day; in _ the evening. it. 
came on to freeze. Ther. 5h 46° - 3h 32° - 8h 28°. 

I ·took a lliort \valk along Slink Point this morning, and, with 
my glafs, difcovered a brace of deer feeding near Gready's 
fealing-poll:. \Ve gave our people another' dofe of faIts this. 
111orning. 'iVilliam_. killed a brace of ptarmigans near the 
houfe; at noon he took a walk to Table Bay, and brought 
the foot of a fil ver, or crofs fox out of. one of the traps there. 
In the evening, a brace of deer croIred from"Great lfiand into 
fouth-ean Cove. 

The fore papt-of the day was cloudy, and the latter dull.'_ 
Ther. 5h 20.°_ 3h·.-3Io-8h 28°.-

l\ir •. 
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Mr. Collillgham went to the High Barrens, where he met 
with numbers of deer, and fired at three hinds j he knocked 
a horn off one of them, but miffed the other two. Tilfed 
went into the woods in [earch of {ballop's oar-pieces; he felled 
two, and hewed out one of theln. Three hands were haulino
out firewood in Martin's Cove, till ten o'clock, and then bega~ 
upon the frame of a raft, which they compleated. Fifteen 
deer, in fmall conlpanies, ,vere pafTing and repaffing the har
bour in different places mon part of the day. At four o'clock 
I fent Tilfed after four, which I obferved going upon Great 
Uland, but when he got to the tickle, they had croffed Black
guard Bay and lvere jufi landed upon Venifon Head. I \\'as 
writing all day. 

Cloudy,veather. Ther. Sh 24°-3h 33°_8h 30°. 

The people loaded one raft to-day, and Tilfed unfortunate
ly cut his leg very much \vith his hatchet. I ,,'as wTiting till 
dinner. 

The tha\vs which \ve had in the ,,,inter, have tl&rned the fnow 
to ice in fuch mannef, that it goes oIf but Howly; and the deer 
are gro\vn very POOf, by not being able to get at much food. 
The \vind hangs [0 nluch to the northward, that the tha,vs 
no\v are not fo free as ufual at this time of the year. The ice 
on this harbour is yet of great thicknefs. 

vVe had a great variety of weather thefe lafl t\vcnty-four 
hours: for it rained hard alllaIlllight, then came on a filver 
thaw, after that [mall rain, then hail, and in the evening fnow .. 

Ther. 5h 31 0_3h 34°_8h 30°. 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

Tilred made a vane and truck for a flagftaff, and caft fome 
balls. Three hands made anether raft-frame, and loaded palt 
of it. Finding that none of the feeds, which I fowed in the 
boxes, would grow in the houfe, I fowed more, and fet the 
boxes out of doors; covering them in the evening with a mat. 

Cloudy in the morning, but the reft of the was day clear with 
aJree thaw,. Ther. 5h 31° -3b 41°_8h 320. 

At eight this morning, Mr. Collingham went to Venifon Head, 
and I walked to Weftern Tickle. He foon met with one herd 
of eleven, and another of fourteen deer, but could not get a 
fhot at any of them; the latter went off acrofs the faddle on 
the South Hare lfiand, which is a very famous croning-place 
for them, and the former came as well as poffible for nle, till 
a flaw of wind gave them the fcent of me at about five hun
dred yards difiance, when they turned off and croIfedGreat 
lfland. I endeavoured to waylay them at the fandy beach, but 
they came down upon the ice, beyond the north-eafi end of 
it, and went up South-eall Cove. I fired at theIn, at four hun
dred yards, but without any ,other effect, than caufing them 
to mend their pace. I faw an eagle of ldfi year, and a few 
fnow-birds; they are the firfi that have been feen this fea
fon. Tilfed was cafting balls and jiggers. l'hree hands hauled 
out more firewood, and laid it upon the raft. Ten of the 
deer, which I raw to-day, were males; (two of them flout flags) 
and they had all put out their new heads; the .other "vas a 
hind. 

A very fine day. Ther. Sh 30o-3h 43o- 8h 330. 

Saturday 29. The people ","ere employed to-day in cutting a drain from 
s. E.fmart. the {bed-door to the (hore, to car~y off the water, and in other 

neceffary ,vor k about the hou[e; as the weather would not 
permit them to go on ~ith the raft. I never_ raw more fnow 

on 
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on the hills and barren grounds in any part of former winters, 
. than there is at this time. We have now but twelve pieces of 
. venifon left, and they are almofl: grown tafielers becaufe the 
juices are run out; yet they are perfecUy free from putri-
faction. 

Rain with thick fog. Ther. Sh 33 o-3h 36-8h 340
• 

Three faddlebacks appeared this Inorning, which are the 
fid! that have been feen this fpring. 1'here was great plenty 
of groufe and ptarmigans on Slink Point to.day, and William 
killed three of the latter . 

. A dull, foggy day. Ther. Sh 34°-3h 35°- gh 340 • 

Mr. Collingham fo\ved fame garden. feeds in two tubs. Til
fed hew'ed out fome hatchet-helves, made fome trunnels, and 
began a couple of gaffs for the Fox. Three hands cleared 
out the path from the {bed-door, and thre\v the fno\v off a 
[mall fpot of ground in front of the houfe, \\,here we intend 
Inaking a garden. I ,vas netting man part,of the day. We 
began to give our people pork again. 

Foggy all day; the fOle part thin, the latter thick. Ther. 5;1 340 

-3h 3So-9h 34 0
• 

Mr. Collingham and I executed our articles of co-partner
{hip this day, (which we agreed ihould COlTIInenCe froln the 
!irft day of May 1785; in order that he might bear his fhare 
of the expences which I had been at in England, in making 
preparations for the bufinefs) and they are to continue in force 
until the tenth day of September in the year of our Lord 

1788. 
The people were picking oakum, not being able to do any 

thing out of doors, for it [nowed and drifted hard, ~vith a 

flight froft. Ther. 5h !34° -3h 39° - 9h 27
0

• 

At 
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THE SlXTH VQYAGE. 

1\t feven thi~ ~Ql,"ni~g Mr. CQUingbam takjng four ~ands 
with: him, we:pt to Grea,dy's [ealing-poll, and brought an old, 
fou~-o¥.ed. fa,hno~~punt from thence, which had lain there feven 
years. ]~i.I[ed was repairing ber during th~ rell of the da.y, and 
the other people hauled out fome more firewood to the raft. 
I was netting till the evening, when I took a walls. to the rafts. 
No water to be feen at rea to-day. 

A {barp morning, but the reIl: of the day was very fine. 
Ther. st. 21°-3h 33°-9h 27°. 

At [even this morning Mr. Collinghanl took three- han~ wit11 
him and went to Table Bay, to tbIFow the fnow ftom. off the 
rubbingplaces, and ftrike up the traps in the deathfall-path. 
At eight I fent Tilfed out to try for a, deer, and! followed foon 
after my felf. From the hill at the extremity of Slink PQint I 
difcovered five deer upon the ice going tOlMaFds Lever:et 
lfiand, and immediately after, a hrace of flags on the ice at the 
north-ea.fi end of Venifon Head, which Tilfed. had, driv.en from 
thence. On arriving at the firft Pigeon Rock, 1 perceived, them 
pointing for me, and l~ilfed behind them; but they iet off 
full gallop, and ,vent upon Venifon Head. again. At eleven 
o'clock feven male-deer came upon Blackguard Bay from. the 
fouth end of \T enifon Head, and made for \Vefiern Tickle; 
through which they would have paffed, but I fired at them, at 
upwards of two hundred yards difiance: then they turned 
up the bay, crofTed Slink Point at the fecond break, and ,vent 
towards the ifihmus. Five other male-deer came from the 
fame place, paffed through the above break, and went from 
thence up South-eaft Cove. Mr. Collingham returned at three 
o'clock, and brought a marten. He found one rubbingplace, 
tailed a couple of traps upon it, and broke another in t,ailing it. 
He faw a pair of black-ducks in the brook of "fable Bay, and 
William {hot three fpruce-game. One of the traps had been 

carried 
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carried out of the deathfall-path, and was loft. 
brace of groufe. 

Tilfed killed a ,-A---, 

Clear till nine this Inorning; the fky then overcall, and in 

the afternoon we had a little fno\v. Ther. Sit 230 - 3h 340 

The people ,,'ere picking oakunl, and ganging filli-hooks all 
day. 

It fnowed faLllTIofl part of the morning; the reft of the day 
was dull, but the Ik y cleared in the evening. Ther. 5h ,'jOO_ 

3h 350-9h 29
0

• 

Tilfed ,vent into the \\'oods and finiillcd the !haIlop oarso The 
othcr hands hauled out the remainder of the firewood in Mar
tin's Cove, and laid it on the fecond raft: they then brought 
h0111C one of the oars, and a 1I1arten out of the cat-path. I \\'cnt 
to Great Iiland. froin ",hence I fa\\7 {ira feven, next three, and 
then nine deer, but they \\'ere all too far off for 111C to venture 
after them. Mr. Collinghan1 ,Yen[ to the Cape-land, ,vhere he 
met 'with a herd of about fourteen deer, and killed a nag and 
a hind at two il10tS; after \vhich he found the herd of nine 
which I fa\v, Clnu at two hundred yards diflance ihot a brace 
of hinds through at the I~llne il10t; one of \yhich he mnfl have 
got, had he had more po\yder; but the want of that, obliged 
him to leave her; the other did not quit the herd. There deer 
were killed jufi in tilne, as \ve have but one piece of venifon 
left, and that but very indifferent. I have novv the pleafure to 
find myfelf as flout and v\'ell as I can ever expect to be, and 
my eye much better; the latter I attribute to the application 
of ·white-vitriol-\vater. Mrs. Collingham \vas very ill all day; 
ll1e had the ll1isfortune to hurt herfelf yeflerday, and is far 

advanced in pregnancy. 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

A very fine day, and it tha\ved freely although the air was 
frofiy. Ther. Sh 26°-3h 400-.9h 32°. 

At fix this morning, \\Te fent four hands with a fled for the 
deer, and they returned with them at one o'clock; but could 
not find either of the wounded ones. They raw a herd of 
twelve deer on the pond at the head of South-eafi Cove, \vhere 
Crane fired at one of them, but miffed; they al[o fa'v four 
black-ducks. 'VillialTI killed three ptannigans. The flag 
\veighed a hundred and fixty t\\70 pounds; and the hind a 
hundred and twenty-eight. Mrs. Collingham \,ras no better to
day. 

Much [now is gone off the ground within thefe two days 
paft. Foggy till nine this morning, but the reft of the day was 
clear. Ther. Sh 280 3h 38°-9h.34°. 

Tilfed \vas calking the old punt. Three hands brought 
home the other {ballop's oar, and afterwards cut fome more 
firewood in Martin's Cove. At nine o'clock, I went to Wefiern 
Tickle to \yatch for deer; and at one, fa w three cro[s from 
the South Barrens, to the point under Mount Martin, from 
whence they came directly for me; but before they came with
in {hot, they turned lower down, and pafTed through the litlle 
tickle, which is next to Great Bland, ,vhere I endeavoured to 
Uleet theIn, but was too late; however I fired a randonl {hot 
as they were running off, at three hundred yards, but without 
effea; they then ,vent up Venifon Head; they were an old 
hind, with only one horn, and two calves. Mrs. Collingham 
was very ill all day. A few gee fe, and fome robins made their 
firft appearance. 

A clear, pleafant day, and a free tha\v. Ther. Sh 31o-ah 46°. 
-9h 35

Q

• 

Early 
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Early in the luorning Mr. Collinghatu \yent to 'I"able-Bay 
brook, and brought an otter out of one of his traps there: he 

fa"" about thirty geefe and a pair of black ducks. ',"hen he 
came to the !hare of this harbour, he met fix dcer upon the 
ice, but could not get a {hot at them. ".~e had fome of the 
firewood in ,,,,Thite Cove hauled to the back of the faddle 

of this neck of land; the feal-nets brought h0111e; the yawl 
turned up; the fno\\"-banks in front of the houfe thrown 
do\vn; and forne larch bark taken off. Tilfed finial the old 
punt, and in the evening gave her a coat of pitch. \Vater 
appeared in the offing, but at a great di fiance from the illore, 
Mrs. Collinghatu \vas Inuch better all day, but ,vade than ufual 

at night. 
A very fine day. Ther. 5h 280 - 3h 51u- gh 38°. 

!vIrs. Collingham 'vas fa ill all night that I thought file \vould 
have rnifcarricd; but to.day, every unfavourable fytupton 
abated. 

The fewel-fiicks were brought h0l11C; forne tHore larch
bark got; the boards taken off the top of the rhed, and luany 
of the enlpty ca!ks, and feveralother things renlo'\'cd out or
it, that the ice and fno\v 111ay tha-w the failer. .After brcak
faft, I ,vent upon the hill at the back of the houfe, and iln
nlediately favv three deer COllle out of South-call Cove, pafs 
through Wefiern 'fickle and go upon the itland-rock in Black
guard Bay. Soon after 1ny return, I pcrcieved three others 
on the oppofite fide of the harbour, going upv.:ards; but they 
turned, and calne for the [addle, \vhcrc I \\raylaid them and 
fhould have had a {hot, h::td they not \"inded the hou[c; when 
they went off for the ifl:hnlus.At the f~1.l11e time, three nlore 

" 
crorred the harbour to Spit Point. TilfeJ laid the fhoots in 
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the old punt and fitted her '\vith thwarts and oars. I could 
not fee any water in the offing to-day. 

The air ,vas very mild, but we had not much fun. Ther .. 
5h 38°-3h 51° -9h 36°. 

Thurfday 1!. More [now was thrown off from the garden-ground, and 
fome fire\vood [(twn up. I took a walk to the fecond break 
in Slink Point this evening, and found my hare-trap; a hare 
had been caught in it, and had carried it a little dillance off, 
but the weaknefs of the fpring caufed her to efcape. . Mrs. 
Collingham 'vas very ill all laIl: night, fomew hat better to
day, but worfe again in the evening. Ther. 5h 36°-3h 42°-
9h 32°. 

Wind 

N. Jmart. 

tJariaUe 
and little. 

Friday J2. 

N.little. 

E. lit:!" 

Tilfed vifited the ,vefiern walk; one of the traps was car~ 

r ried off, and the rell he llruck up. He faw fome deer go from 
. Venifon Head, to Leveret Bland. Three hands lafhed the rafts, 

and afterwards grubbed up fome old llulnps of trees in the gar
den. At ten o'clock, I perceived feven deer upon the ice, near 
the South Barrens, which went through the fecond break to 
Venifon Head. I fent Jack to Berry Hill, to turn them back,. 
and went myfelf to meet them at Pigeon Rock; but notwith
!landing he headed them and drove them down upon the bay ~ 
they would not return, but turned along-{hore, (a hind and calf 
to his right, and fi ve male-deer to his left) and made good their 
point. At this time of the year, they generally will do fo, 
in defpight of every oppofition, as they are travelling to the 
Northward, and into the interior parts of the country; but 
in the winter, when they have no other object in view than to 

procure food, they moll commonly turn back on being headed. 
Mrs. Collingham had a good night and 'vas confiderably better 

all 
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all day; I took fix ounces of blood from her yefierday, and 
did the [alne to-day. 

Very fine weather. Thcr. 511 ~0° - ,,)h 46°-9 h 29<1. 

Some of the fc\vel-flicks \,\'ere brought fronl Slink Point; 
Inore ,vood hauled out of \ YhiLe Cove; [onle bark boiled , 
and part of the chips, flU111pS and other rubbifh ,,,,ere burnt 
upon the garden-ground. \T:illianl went lJ,p the deathfall-path 
and to the otter-traps, but got nothing. I-Ie [l\V plenty of 
gee fe, ten deer, and four cic1cr-d ucl~s; one of '.\' hich he killed, 
but could not get it. On Table Bay he broke through th~ 

ice up to his middle, yet dill not feel any bOttOJll. lu eleven 
o'clock I ,vent upon the hill at the c:~trenlit ~.: of Slink Point, 
from ,vhence I foon difcovcred a brace or old hinds cGl11in rr 

D 

down South-eaIl Cove, and endcavourr·J to give theln the 
meeting. As they often altered th~ir c(ldrfc, they gave 111C lome 
trouble; but at laft they Inadc ior '\ Veftcrn Tickle, and I got 
to Pigeon Rock in good tiinc~ ftUll1 \\' hence I f1 fed at the hcad
JnOn with nly rifle, at a hundred and tcn yards, and afterwards 
'with my double-barrel~ at about a hundred and fiI [y, but Blifred 
both tinles; filC then ,vent on to '\ ~ cniI()n II \.'~J, and thc other 
turned up the harbour. Jack ca~l1e to InC', and carried my 
things to the top of the hill, ,\"here I had J1' Jt LIt long, before 
feven deer came off the South Barrens, '\'~d:~,-:d dU',.'li the har
bour, cwffed Great Hland, and \\'Cllt lll'un yrcni:;'::l Head. 
Shortly after, fifteen others canle off the lligh Barrens, \\'Ult 

out upon the harbour and lay down upon the ice; I then re
turned hOlne. Three others had COlnc this 1110rning through 
the tickle, and paffed clofe by the rock 'wbere I ufually fir. In 
the evening the above f.1fteen deer got up, and ,.vent U :-;on Spit 
Point Iiland; I fent vVilliam after theln, and he fired t',vice 
from my double. barrel, but miffed both times: obferving that 
they made for the [econd bre~k in Slink Point, I rent 'TilLed 

there, 

165 

.--A~ 
1786 . 
l\hr 

Saturday I J 0 

Wlnd 
N. fz!'!~ 

.. \ro .. E. !:tl,' ... 

L 

s. 



Sunday t 4. 
Wind 
S. E. 

moderau. 

frcj1z. 

s.s w. 

Monday 15. 
S.E. 

moderate. 

s. W. by S; 
frejlz. 

S.E. 
[mart. 

little. 
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there, \vho got a very good {hot as they pafTed him on a gallop, 
but n1iffed. I fa\v a narro,,,, vein of ,vater extending from the 
north-ean: end of Long IOand to'wards Leveret Uland; alfo,ob
ferved the urn appearance of vegetation this feafon. 

Mrs. Cl;lLnghalll \vas very indifferent all day, and \\'orfe in 
the evenin,:';. 1\1 y eye is vC'ry dim yet. 

A fine day, but the ai r ',vas cold. Ther. 51. 28°-3h 44 0
-

gh 320 • 

Crane and Tom took a '\'alk to Table Bay this morning, 
\vhere they f3'\1/ a multitude of geefe, a fc\y brars-\\1inged divers, 
and the not of a large herd of deer, which had gone into the 
country. Frau1 the hill above the hou[e I obferved, that the 
ice had opened conGderably fince yeflerday; and that it ex
tended beyond Cape North, farther than I could fee. Mrs. 
Collingham had a tolerable night, was pretty eafy to-day, and 
better than ufual in the evening. 

A fine day, but the wind \vas cold. Ther. 5h 3oo-3h 460-

9h 35°. 

Tilred was variouily employed. One hand boiled bark, 
and J\,lr. Collingham with the other two had a thorough over
haul in the fiore-room and !killing; when \ve found, that it 
was very fortunate [or us that ,,'e had killed fo many deer, as 
\ve have now but three cafks of pork, and very few peafe left; 
the \\-Thole of which would other\vife have been expended before 
this time, and confequently all of us would mofi probably 
have perifbed for "vant of provifions, before ,ve could pallibly 
have received a frelli fupply. At nine o'clock, I went to the 
extremity of the point to \vatch for deer" but fa'w none. How
ever I had the plea[ure to obferve, that the ice was broken up 
from Round Inand" to the eafiern extremity of Huntingdon. 
Uland. 

Mrs. 
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rrHE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

1\1rs. Collingham had a good night, and was luuch better 
to-day than {he has been any time {ince her illnefs began. 

A very fine day, with a mild air. Ther. 5h 3.1° - .gb 500 

-9h 360. 

Tilred repaired, trimlned, and painted the yawl. More bark 
was boiled, and fome of the old fl:urnps in the garden grubbed up 
and burnt, together \vith the [warth. The ground is a fine, 111arp 
white fand, over which is a black peat foil of eight inches, and 
on the top of that, a bed of dead leaves about the fanle depth. 
I was netting moil part of this cia y. 11rs. Collinghaln v·.ras 
tolerable. 

The fore part of this day 'was cloudy, the middle clear, the 
afternoon foggy \vith [mall rain, and at night it fno·wed. Ther. 

Sh 36o-3h 47°-9h 32°. 

Tilred \\ras employed varioufly. The cut \vhich he ga\'c 
himfelf on the twenty-fifth of lall month, is ll~·~',-ly to prove an 
obfiinate cafe. SOllle more bark ,vas boiled, and part of the 
garden ground pared and burnt. l\1rs. Collingballl is fa luuch 
better, that {he fat up 1110[1 part of the day, and dined \vith us: 
to all appearance [he is no\\! out of danger. I "{as netting all 
day. 

The weather \vas foggy and cool; at night it fnowed a little. 

Ther. 5h 34°- 3h 38°-1011 3.2°. 

Tilfed ,vas employed in joiner's 'work, and the rcIl \vcre 
boiling bark, and clearing the garden ground. I ,vas netting 
all day, and at night finifhcd lny ""ork; which \,>'as a net, to !dl 
to the Efquimaux Indians, to catch trouts vvith in [,naIl broo!·:s. 
Mrs. Collingham was pretty 'Nell. 

Foggy, ra'\v weather,with fleet and finall rain. Ther.,)h 3.2 ° 
-3h 37°_10h 32°~ 

Early 
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Early in the morning \ve fent five hands· with the old fkiff 
upon the t\VO fleds to North Harbour, where they left her, 
and brought nine of \iVilliam's traps back. Mr. Collingham 
went at the fame time to Mount Martin, and firuck up all the 
traps \vhiell are in that walk. At nine I went upon Slink Point, 
and fa\,,' three deer upon Blackguard Bay going towards the 
fecond break, and not far from it; but on feeing me, they 
turned off, \vent through the tickle, and then up the harbour 
to the ifihnlus. Much tracking of foxes was feen every where 
to-day, and I had a yellow one in a trap on the point; but as' 
his colour \vas greatly faded, I did not tail that trap again, but 
firuck up the other. As I "was returning home at one o'clock, 
I difcovered fix deer cOIning down South-eafl: Cove, and ,vent 

; to the tickle to wait for them, but they turned upon Great 
Iiland. I followed them thither, and found them feeding in the' 
pond near the flagflaff; there I got a fhot at a male-deer of two 
years old, at a hundred and fifteen yards,and killed him on the 
fpot: the reft croffed Blackguard Bay, to Venifon Head. A 
few other deer had paIred through the tickle, this Inorning to 
the falne place; and our people fa\\T a brace crofs the harbour, 
as they \\'ere going up it. I fent one hand for the fox, and 
two, to paunch the deer and bring my guns home, for being 
fatigued, I had left them on the inland, but they returned iIi 
the evening \vithout finding either of thenl; however, I rent 
them back imnlediately, and then they 111ade a fhift to find 
both. 1\1:rs. Collingham \vas quite \vell to-day. 

Cloudy in the morning, but clear afterwards with a frolly 
air. Ther. 5 h 300 -3h 36°~-10h 29°. 

At day light, I fent two hands, with a fled, for the deer,and 
had it broken up as [oon as they returned; it weighed but 
feventy three pounds and three quarters, for they are now 

extremely 



THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

extremely poor. Some foxes had been at him Ian night, and 
had eaten the humbles and guts, but did not touch the carcafs, 
as I had burnt fallle gunpo\vder on it; the people fa\v a brace 

. of deer come through the tickle as they were going to the 
ifiand. After breakfafl t"ro hands carried the cage-traps to 
the fecond break in Slink Point; in the evening I put a live 
fowl into thenl, and had drags dra\vn up to them both from 
this fide, and the iiland. 1\1r. Collinghanl ,vent to Table Bay, 
and brought hOll1e an otter and a black-duck. More gardcn
ground was cleared, and anchors \vere laid out upon the ice, 
both to the {ballop, and the rafts of firc\vood. I \vent upon 
Slink Point, and fat "'latching for deer about three hours, but 
faw none. The [nov\' being tha\vcd off great part of the hill 
at the b~1Ck of the houfe, \ve difcovered plenty of fnake-vveed 
gro\\-i ng there; 'which I believe is the firfl: that has been 
found in this country. 

A clear day, but the air ,vas cold. Ther. 4h 26°-3h 460-
IOh 34 0

• 

Early this 1110rning, \Yillialll \vent to the cage-traps, and 
brought the fowl home; no foxes had been near it. I-Ie n1et 
\,rith a brace of hares, and killed one of thClTI; fhe had fi \'e 
young ones in her. In the evening he carried tlle fowl back 
again, and killed a brace of groufe. Cr~ne killed a brace or 
fpruce-gan1e near the houfe. 

A very fine day, but the air fiill frony. 'Ther. -1 h 280 -3h 

47° -lOh 310. 

At five this l11orning, !VIr. Collinghanl took a \valk to the 
South Barrens to fee if it \\'ere practicable to haul a fled over 
them, but found it was not. \Villianl brought honle the fowl; 
no foxes had been near it. Tilfed made a couple of anchol'
buoys, and plugged up the hole in the fllallop. Three hands 
VOL. III. Z dug 
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THE SIXTH V0Y AGE. 

dug, and prepared part of the garden for fo\ving. I took a 
,valk along the point, and fat four hours watching for deer, but 
raw none. Iobferved, that the ice along the !hare breaks up 
but flowly, and, that abundance of eider ducks were off the 
cafiern point of Venifon Head. Some loons, whabbies, and 
iliellbirds were feen to-day. 

Dull and cloudy till one o'clock, clear afterwards, but the 
air is fiill very cold~ Ther. 4h 31°-3h 40o-l0h 300 • 

This morning I fow~d the ground which was prepared yef
terday, with various forts of feeds. Three hands were clearing 
more ground. Tilfed was at work on a door for the garden 
till breakfafi, after which, he was roping the new fails. Mr. 
Collingham went to Venifon Head, '\vhele he killed four 
fhellbirds, a black-diver, and a groufe; but fome faddlebacks 
carried off one of the former, and ate great part of two others, 
while he was trying to get a {hot at fome eider-ducks, which 
were very numerous near the north-eafi iliore. At noon, I 
went upon Slink Point, and fat watching for two hours, but 
raw no deer; there are but fe\v left hereabouts now". 

Thick fog with !harp froll in the morning, but the rell of 
the day was clear. Ther. 4h 27°-3h 490 

- 10h 34 o. 

Tilred '\vorked upon the garden-door in the morning, and 
upon the fails afterwards. Two hands were removing wood .. 
piles, and digging drains round the garden. One boy ill of 
a flux. The upper part of Martin's Cove is now thawed out, 
and the rafts are afloat. A few fmall flocks of eider-ducks 
flew paft the houfe into the cove. 

Flying clouds with feveral !hart, thin {bowers of fnow. 
Ther. 4h 340 -3h 480 - lOh 35 o. 

Early 



THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

Early this morning, two hands ,vent for Mr. Collingham's 
canoe, and brought it home upon a fled. Three hands hauled 
fame firewood from White-cove Pond to the faddle, and af
terwards cleared fome more ground. Tilfed finilhed the gar
den door, and then worked on the {ballop's rigging. Eight 
deer crafTed the harbour from the High Barrens, into Shoal
Cove; and three from Martin's Cove to Mount Martin Point~ 
I fOlved a few grains of "'heat, oats, and barley in the garden, 
for an experiment . 

. A dull, ra,': day 'v ith fOlne fog and [nlall rain. Ther. 4h a-1-
-3h 36o-10h 35 0

• 

Sonle fir bark \\ras got and part of it boiled. Tilfed 'vas at 
work on the new [ails, and the refl of the people ,vere digging 
a large drain in the garden, and clearing more ground. Mr. 
Collingham was packing up goods for Indian-trade. The ice 
is broken into pans by the Chores of this harbour, and thofe 
of Blackguard Bay; and the renlainder is full of large holes, 
lvith great numbers of feals continually lying upon the ice. 

Cloudy till noon, clear after. Ther. 4h 360 - 3h 500-10h 

360 . 

Mr. CoHinghan1 packed up more goods. Tilfed finifhed the 
fails. More bark. ,"as got and boiled; part of the garden dug 
and the fiumps, &c. burnt upon it .. This morning, I \valked 
to Wefiern Tickle, which being open has great numbers of 
ducks in it. I fat there for fome time, but could get only one 
bad {bot. Blackguard Bay is open near to the fouth-\vefi end 
of Great Ifland, and the {boal parts of it are thawed out. 

l\. clear and exceeding hot day. Ther. 4h 45° -3h 72- lOh 

-t8° • 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

home two otters and a fhellbird. Some more ground was 
cleared, and that which was cleared yefierday, ,vas dug and 
luade ready for [owing. "filred put mafi-thwarts and fieps 
into the ·feallng-!kiff. All the ice which remained in the har
bour is no\v driven up to the head of it. 

Cloudy, ,vith a fprinkling of rain in the nl0rning, clear during 
the middle of the day, and cloudy again afterwards. Ther. 
4h 41°-3h 43°_10h 31 0. 

The main drain in the garden was completed, and that part 
vvhich was cleared on Thurfday, ,vas dug over again and fowed 
with turnip-feed. Tilfed was making a rudder for the .fealing
fkiff. At eleven o'clock we fent four hands to warp the raftshollJe, 
which they did by four in the afternoon and they afterwards 
got the greatefi part of one of them on !hore. In the afternoon, 
the wind fhifting, the ice drove from the head of the harbour 
to this fide, and great part of it was drawn out of the tickle 
by the tide. 

A few flying clouds till five o'clock, \vhen it grew very hazy; 
a cold air. Ther. 4h 33°-3h 43°_IOh 35°. 

The remainder of the raft was brought on !hare. 
A cloudy, dark day, and very cold; in the evening it [nowed. 

Ther.4h 33°-3h 36°-10h 32°. 

All hands were at ,vork on the other raft of ,vood, and at 
five o'clock they landed the Ian of it; they then ground their 
hatchets. I bled Mr. Collingham. 

This morning there was new ice half an inch thick, and it 
froze {harp, with a fprinkling of fnow, till the evening; then the 
fky cleared, and the air grew milder. Ther. 4h 26° - ah 340 
-Ioh 32°. 

Early 



THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

Early this morning, I rent the people to haul the yawl higher 
up, and at eight o'clock, Mr. Collingham took three hands with 
him, in the fealing fkiffJ and ,vent up the harbour; intending 
to leave that boat on the ifihmus, to walk acrofs to North 
Harbour, take the old punt there, and proceed up Table Bay 
to get fame rinds, and fell tin1bcr for building a fiore-houfe. 
At the fame tilne I \vent in the flnall punt \vith a couple of 
hands, and vifited the t\\70 duck-iilanus, \vhich are bet\veen 
Great and Long Uland; and alfo the flnall one, \vhich lies off 
the ,vefl: corner of Round Uland; \\rc could find no eggs, ex
cept one pair of gull's on the latter; but many nens ,vere 
fcraped out. I killed five eider-ducks; and \Villianl one, 
'which he could not get, and we gathered a kettle full of young 
alexander. In the afternoon I lent \Villiall1 to Table Bay by 
land, to join 1\1r. Collinghaln. 

A clear day, but very cold. Ther."1 h :10<1 -3h +3° -lOh 320 • 

In the forenoon, I \valked round \Vhite Cove, and killed an 
eider-duck. I obferved a fnlall jam of ice clole in to Long, 
and Green Illand. 

Very cold all day, not\vithilanding the ik y was clear till five 
in the afternoon, when a thick haze caIne ()\'er it. Ther. 4 h 

32°-3h 50o-10h 40°. 

The laft-cleared ground \vas dug over~ and firL's made upon 
it \vith the frumps, &c. 

The weather was Inild and cloudy till five o'clock, ,vhen 
we had a firong, {hort [quaIl, and it then grevv fo cold, that 
the thermometer fell fixteen degrees in t\VO hours: after ,vhich 
it rained, then hailed, and at lafi [nowed; infomuch that, by 
the evening the ground was covered an inch and a half. Ther. 

4h 400 - 3h 50 °-' IOh 32G • / 
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I 'walked out w'ith my gun, but killed nothing, and tailed 
four traps for ducks on the if land- rock near the houfe. Only 
a little fcattered ice in fight to-day. 

Cloudy, hazy, and cold till four o'clock; clear and mild af
ter\vards. Ther. 4h 400-3h 500-l0li 36°. 

I fowed that piece of ground \vith turnips, \vhich was dug 
over on Thurfday, and then \\Tcnt upon the hill behind the 
houfe, from \vhence I obferved, that the jam ,vas clore in \vith 
the thore to the northward; and extended from thence, with. 
in the Gannets to Black Iflands. I had a duck in one of 
the traps. At night Mr. Collingham and the people returned; 
having taken off as many rinds, as will be fufficient. He 
brought with him two otters, a flink-falmon, fix ducks, and two 
hundred and eleven eggs. 

A very fine day. Ther. 4h 34°-3h 62°-10h 40°. 

After breakfafl, the Fox was towed down here and laid on 
{hore, in order to be trinl1ned. 

Dark cool weather, "rith a little rain. Ther. 4h 400-3h 430 

-IOh 40°. 

Tilred repaired and trilnn1ed the Fox; the rcfl of the peo
ple affifiing lnofi part of the clay: and in the evening, they 
hauled her off to her moorings. 

The forepart of the day \vas dull, and the latter clear; a 
cold air. Ther. 4h 400 -3h 460-10h 410. 

All hands were elTIployed in examining and repairing the 
Fox's rigging; they towed off her mafis, and put them on 
board. I '\Tent upon the hill, from whence I could fee no ice 
in the offing, except a few fcattered, fmall il1ands. I had a 
duck in one of the traps. 

Cloudy 



1"HE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

Cloudy all day with frequent {bowers of rain. 
45°-3h 64°_10h 49°. 

Ther. 4h 

Early in the morning Mr. Collingham and all hands ,vent on 
board the Fox, and fet up her mans: three hands were eln. 
ployed on board her all day, and in the evening they bent her 
fails. One man cleared fome more ground in the garden. From 
the top of the hill I could perceive that the jam was out-fide 
()f the Gannets. 

A clear day, but in the evening it rained. Ther. 4h 50o_~h 

70o-10h 38°. 

Early in the morning I fent Crane to Table Bay to repack 
the rinds; he returned in the afternoon ,vith an otter, and 
[aid that the rinds were very much heated. Tilfed and two of 
the boys ballafied the Fox, and brought the ya\vl home, and 
moored her oppofite to the houfe ,vith two killicks. 

Fog and rain all day, wi"th fome fno\v in the evening. Ther. 
4h 34° - 3h 36°-10h 34°. 

Part of the garden fence ,vas fet up, and the door hung. At 
noon I was feizcd with a fevere attack of the lumbago, which 
generally preceeds that of the fciatica. 

Dark, cold weather all day: it fno\ved fall in the morning, 
until the ground was covered hvo inches. A good deal of 
drift-ice came into the harbour; the wind having forced the jam 
clofe in with the {hore. Ther. 4h 32°-3h 36°-10h 34 ~. 

Early in the morning I rent Crane to Table BaYJ and he 
returned at night; having repacked the rinds, heaved fuch as 
were too hot, and £hot a diver. Mr. and Mrs. Collinghaln 
went in the fealing-lkiff with three hands, to gather eggs upon 
the iflands at the head of the harbour, and thore at the mouth 
VOL, III A a of 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

of it; they returned at night with fix hundred and forty-feven 
eggs and fifteen ducks. I was confined to my bed all day, 
and my back \vas as bad as if it were actually broken. The 
jam is clore in to the {hore, Blackguard Bay is full, and a great 
deal is forced into the harbour; but in the evening it began to 
move off again. 

The morning was £harp, but the day proved clear and warm. 
Ther. 4h 32°-3h 61 o-lOh 40°. 

Mr. Collingham, taking four hands with him, went up the 
harbour in the fealing-fkiff; from thence they walked acrofs 
the ifihmus, took the large punt in North Harbour, and vifited 
the Duck Iflands in South Harbour. They returned at ten at 
night, and brought home eighteen eider-ducks, and above a 
thoufand eggs. I put a large blifier on my left hip. 

A very fine day, but it rained hard in the evening. Ther. 
4h 390 - 3h 59°- lOh 51 0. 

At noon, a {baIlop belonging to Noble and Pinfon, paffed 
through this harbour for Paradife: we fent a boat on board 
her, and learned from the people, that there was a very bad 
fealing-feafon laft fall on this coan:; eleven hundred were killed 
at Battle Harbour, and one hundred at Cape Charles, but fcarce
ly any at any other poft; that many veffels were loft on their n:
turn to England laft year; among which number, was that 
which ,vas commanded by Mr. Helli!lg, (brother-in-law to 

Pinfon) ,vho, together with his whole crew, perilhed. Mr. 
Collingham was bufy all the morning in £hipping off goods and 
provifions on board the Fox, and at two in the afternoon he 
failed in her, with three hands, for I vucktoke Bay. At three 
o'clock a fhallop worked into this harbour, and anchored op- j 
pofite to the fecond break in Slink Point: {be belonged to Mr. 
Demoetie and partner, both of whom came here: they had 

wintered 



THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

wintered in Ivucktoke Bay, and are returning to Quebec, being 
CanadIans. They had killed but very few furs laO: ",rinter. I 
kept my bed all day, and was in the greatefi pain; not being able 
to turn \vithout help, and even then with the greatefi difficulty. 

A very fine day. Ther. 4h 51 0-3h 62° - 10h 42°. 

Larly this morning the Canadians failed. Crane \vent to Ta
ble Bay and repacked the rinds; he found the largefi pile too 
much heated. and brought an otter out of one of the traps. I 
was fo much better, as to be able to get up t\vice to-day, and 
to continue ill a kneeling pufiure, leaning upon a chell, for 
above hvo hours each time. 

A very fine day. Ther. 4h 4Io-3h 6S o-IOh 50°. 

The empty cafks were refiowed in the !bed, fome of the 
firewood piled, and the ottcr {kinned. I was fo much better 
to-day, as to be able to fit in a chair. 
Ther. 4h 48°-3h 59°_IOh 48°. 

Crane repacked the rinds in Table Bay, \vhich he found 
rather warm. We cut a plate of mullard and creIfes to-day; 
being the firll this year. My back is confidcrably better, but 
I have now a good deal of the fciatica in nly left hip. 

It rained hard moO: part of the morning, and the refl: of the 
day v.'as heavy with a few fl1owers; very foggy in the evening. 
Ther. 4h 46°-3h 52°-IOh 48°. 

The garden was enclofed with a ring-fence of old falmon
nets. The things do not gro\v [0 faft as they ought, by reafon 
of the late cold weather; which was occafioned by the wind 
hanging [0 much in the northern and eafiern quarter. More 
of the firewood was piled. My right eye is now confiderably 

A a 2 better. 
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ter. I have but little pain in my back, yet more in my hipi" 
I was able to fit up great part of the day. 

Fog all day, with forne rain. Ther. 4h 480 -3'- 43°_IOb 

43 0
• 

A fmall fpot of ground was cleared, which completes the 
whole now enclofed; I had another bit manured, with rotten 
fea-weed dug in, and allies firewed over the furface. I was 
dreffed to-day, and fat up a long time, but had Inore fciatic 
pains than yefierday. 

Foggy with fmall rain. Ther. 4h 43°-3h 46° -lOh 44° • 

Crane went to the rinds; a few of which he found black 
and flimy, but the reft in good condition. In the afternoon 
a £hallop, from Paradife for Temple Bay, came here, and an
chored before the houfe. The boatfmafter brought me an old 
double-fpring trap. I was fo much better as to be able to lit 
up moft part of the day; wrote letters to England and' Temple 
Bay. 

Foggy all day. Ther. 4h 43° - ah 49° - IOh 45°. 

With the affiftance of Noble and Pinfon's people, I had a 
flagfiaff fet up on the top of the hill, at the back of the houfe, 
which henceforth I £hall diftinguifh by the name of Flagftaff 
Hill. Some more turnips were fawn, the fealing-fkiff hauled 
up, and more firewood piled. I was well enough to-day to be 
able to walk round the garden, where I obferved that F:very 
thing was out of the ground and likely to do well, except af .. 
paragus, cucumbers and fennel, which have not made their 
appearance yet; but nothing grows faft, for want of warmer 
weather. 

A thick, wet fog all day. Ther. 4L 43°-ab 48°-1oh 42°. 
At 
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At nine this 1110rning the lliallop failed for Temple Bay. A 
fire was made of frumps, fads &c. on the fpot next the gar .. 
den door; another piece ,vas manured with rotten kelp and 
allies, for cabbages and more radifhes; fame fpinach, lettuces 
and beet were fo,,'o. I ,\'as n1uch better to-day. 

A thick, fog till nine in the morning, when it cleared away, 
and the refl: of the day proved very fine. Ther. 4 h 42°-3h 

55.o_ IOh 45° • 

Early in the morning, Crane ,vent to the rinds and returned 
in the evening; he reported, that they all \vere cured. Jack 
finiilied manuring the cabbage-plat, and I fo",red fome more 
fpinach round it, which completed one drill" on each fide: I al .. 
fo fowed more creffes between the forn1cr drills. Two deer
flips were tailed in the paths in Martin1s Cove. 

A clear and very hot day. Ther. +h +~() - 311 69° - lOh 

68° .. 

Mr. Collingham returned this mornIng, and brought a fmaU 
quantity of oil, whalebone, and (kins. The Efquilnaux had 
killed a great deal of oil Ian winter, but they had fold aln10il 
the whole of it to the Canadians, and t\VO Engliflllnen who 
wintered in Ivucktoke Bay. He met \\rith [orne IViountaincer 
Indians, who informed him, that about t\vcnty tlmilies of 
their nation had wintered there, and had killed a number of 
furs, which they had fold to the Canadians. He alfo brought 
a dozen eider-ducks, and about two thoufand eggs; moit of 
which were thore of !hags. He left the Indians ycfierday; 
they promifed to follow him !hartly. \\T e landed the goods, 
had the top of the flick-fence of the garden cut even, a large 
heap of allies flrewed on the beds, and in the afternoon I tran!::' . 
planted rome cabbages and lettuces. 
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A very hot day; in the evening, we had a [mart fhower of 
rain. Ther. 4° 60h -3h 78° -IOh 62° . 

That part of the garden by the door was dug and levelled, 
the hatchets were ground, and other things done in the early 
part of the nlorning; provifions and other things were then 
put on board the Fox, and at noon, Til red, with three hands 
went to fea, to try for codfifh ; with orders to proceed to Table 
Bav, if he could not catch any. 

J 

\Vhen !VIr. Collingham was at the Indian fettlement, they 
{hewed him a fmall ifland in the mouth of the bay, and near 
to the north {hore of it, on which a moil: tragical fcene hap
pened about fifty years ago. A number of Efquimaux were 
then encamped upon it, ,vhen a difpute arofe between 
tV/O young men, about the wife of one of them, with whom 
the other was in love, and infified upon having her from 
him. High 'vvords enfued; the refpeRi ve friends of the two 
men took part ,vith them, and not being able to fettle the mat
ter amicably, they at length had recourfe to their bows: their 
arrows flew fwiftly until all were expended; they then at
tacked each other with their knives. Neither age nor fex were 
fpared in this civil diffenfion. The feeble grandfire, the ten
der mother, and the infant at her breafi fell alike undifiin
guifhed viaims of frantic rage and ungoverned fury. Two 
men only, and they of oppofite parties, furvived the bloody 
contefi: when each, furveying the dreadful carnage that every 
where furrounded him, and firuck with the thought of ,vhat 
would become of himfelf, if he killed his antagonifi, agreed to 
defifi. 

Mr. Collingham fo\ved fome turnips, and tranfplanted fome 
cabbages by the !hore fide. One cucumber plant appears. 

A very fine day. Ther. 4h 54° -3b 68° -lOb 63°. 
As 
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As our {ballop is not yet returned, Mr. Collingham we nt off, 
at nine this morning, on foot, for North Harbour, where he had 
ordered Tilred to meet him, provided he found no filli. The 
garden has come on faft within thefe laft five days: yefterday 
we pulled a plate radifhes, and a good diili of turnip-greens, 
and it will afford us the latter every day in future, until better 
things are fit to cut, and in a fe\\' days \ve {hall have abun
dance of radifhes. To-day I tranfplanted as luany cabbages, 
cauliflo\vers, and other plants of that c1afs as the large bed 
'would hold. 

A very fine day, and not too hot. For the remainder of 
the fummer 1 !hall only mark down the nate of the thernlo
meter when at the higheIl:: to-day it Hood at 68° . 

At noon Mr. Collinghan1 returned by land, and brought a 
falmon. He inforn1ed me that the Fox arrived in :\nnh Har
bour juft before he did; not having met with any cod-fiGl.
That, he landed upon the duck-iflands at the \\'(·n end of South 
Harbour, vvhere he killed fifteen ducks, and. gathered a hun
dred and fifty good eggs; a white-b~ar had bu.:n upon one of 
them lately, and eaten every cg~.-rrhat, he ,~ot to the head 
of Table Bay late Ian night and imlnediat f '1y rut out a fahnol1-
net; in 'v hich he had eight fi (h this J: \nrning. ~[o ('~ ters in the 
traps~ out three of them \Vere f1ruck l:p by a \':hitc-th,;t!'; one of 
which was carried to fome dinanI'(' down the fide of Lhe river. 
At two o'clock \,Villiam canle hOtHe and brought another [aI
mon; he returned at four, and ]t:f_'k went along \";ith him. 

A fine day, yet vve had a little rain in the tl1orning, and 
again in the afternoon. Ther. ()2 o. 

Mr. Collingham tranf planted fome of the 
mong the rotten kelp by the !hore fide, and 
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cultivated [pot at the fouth.weft end of the houfe. At one 
o'clock, Jack returned with a falmon; they had fix in the net 
laft night, and three this morning. I took a \valk to the fecond 
hill on Slink Point, and \vounded a fhellbird and a gull. 

The day was cloudy and cool, with rain in the early part 
of the morning, and alfo moll part of the afternoon. Ther. 

50° • 

After breakfafi, Mr. Collingham fet out on foot for Table 
Bay. Jack was piling firewood. In the evening, I tranfplanted 
fome Dl0re lettuces. 

Broken clouds with a {bower of rain, and difiant thunder 
in the afternoon. Ther. 580. 

I tranfplanted more of the cabbage tribe, and fome lettuces; 
alfo I [owed the feeds I mixed all kinds of cabbages. caul i
flow'ers, brocoli and coles together. At dark Mr. Collingham 
returned and brought two falmon. 

A cloudy, cold day \vith fmall rain in the afternoon. Ther. 
46° . 

Mr. Collingham tranfplanted fome more of the cabbage 
tribe, and I made fome nets for geefe and ducks, out of an 
old falmon-net. 

Lan night it rained hard, and we had fmall rain, with fog 
all this day; in the evening the fog cleared away and the 
clouds broke. Ther. 46°. 

After breakfaft, Mr. Collingham went off for Table Bay by 
land. I made fome lTIOre nets for geefe and ducks, and in 
the afternoon went upon Flagfiaff-hill, from whence I could 
percei ve the jam to be clore in with the !hore to the north-

ward 
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ward, and not far from Long, nor Black Ifland. 
The forenoon was dull, but the clouds broke in the after

noon. Ther. 56°. 

I cut the fpinach and Ialted it for the \vinter. I fa\v a fwal
lO"T, which is the Era I have ob[crved here; but they have 
returned long unce, as :"Jr. Collinghaln Ln'{ 111any of them and 
their nefls, \\. hen he \vas U pOll his nonhern voyage. 1\1r. Col
lingham returned at night ~nd brought a fahnon. 

A clear and hot day. 'Ther. 79°. 

Mr. Collinghanl took a \'ie,v of the ice this afternoon from 
Flagfiaff Hill, and found it l1luch in the fanle nate as yefierday. 

It rained hard during the greaten part or Jan night, and we 
had fOlne fn1art nlO\':cr~ this 1110rning till llTcl1 O'C!Ui 'k : the rell 
of the day was clear and hot till t\vo, \\·hCl1 the \vind fhifted 
and the air gre\v cool; r)~:~y J.t night. '[her. {~~ 0 • 

At ten this morning 1\1r. Collinghanl \\"ent (;' ( for 'fable nay. 
I thinned the turnip bed at the \vcit corner I)f the houfe, and 
had a fire made in the gan~~en of fiunJ:)C), 1..\:1'. 

Broken douds in the fOlenoon, and 10111C il1Etrt Hl0\VCrS, 

,vith difiant thunder ai'tcrvvarcLs. 'fhel'. C~ o. 

At ten this 111orning, t\,;o boats of ErqL1ilnJlL'~ ;{l rived here 
from I vucktoke Bay; they ~ ... crc follo\vcd at clC\'::ll by t\VO 

others. A,t night ~vIr. CUElll~h~u;l returned and brought an 

otter and a [almon. 
A very fine day, \\'ith a little rain at uight. ·1'lier. 601

). 

We had a little trade ,vith the Indians to-day, but they have 
not much to fell. Kumbers of them have been [0 continually 
in our houfe ever fince their arri\'al, that it was hath inconve
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nient and difagreeable to us. A fmall brig paffed by this harbour 
towards Sandwich Bay this afternoon; and at eight at night, 
having put back again, £he came to an anchor in the harbour. 
Mr. Collingham went on board and found her to be the Mary, 
-- Smith, lnafier; belonging to Noble and Pinfon. The 
mafier, and the gunner of his l\1ajefiy's floop Merlin \vcre on 
board; they are C0111e to receive from me, the cannon and fmall 
arms with \vhich I ,vas furnifhed by Government in the laft 
war. I alfo received by this conveyance, a letter frorn vVil
liam Pinfon; the \vhole contents of ,,,hich are infamous faloties, 
defignedly calculated to pick a quarrel with us, in hopes of 
taking an unfair ad vantage of our fituation . 

. A very fine day. Ther 62 0
• 

Early this morning Mr. Collinghatn deli vered me a letter 
which he had received from Noble and Pinfon, brought by the 
Mary, in ,vhich they informed him, that my ailignees had at
tached all the goods which he fent to England IaR year, for 
the benefit of themfelves (Noble and Pin[on) and likewife 
falfely accufing both Mr. Collinghanl and myfelf of embezzling 
part of my late (nate. From thi& intelligence I infiantly deter
mined to return to England, to confute their villainies, and 
recover the goods. In the forenoon, Mr. Atchinfon (the maRer) 
Mr. Slack (the gunner of the Merlin) and Mr. Smith came here 
and fpent the day \vith us. Captain Packenham, the commander 
of the Merlin, vvas ordered by commodore Elliot, the Gover
nor of Ne\vfoundland, to come here with the Merlin to receive 
thofe arms; but he having put into Temple Bay fent there 
officers \vith four [earnen by the above veffel, and waits their 
return there. Not knowing the land by the chart, they had 
pa{fed the harbour, and got near the Hare IIlands; when an 
Indian boarded them, and brought them in through Round 
lfland Tickle.; which is a dangerous .paffage for any veffel bigger 

than 
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than a lliallop, unlers very well acquainted with it. Mr. At
chinfon delivered me a letter from Captain Packenham. One of 
the Indian boats failed for I vucktoke. 

Mr. Collingham and I dined on board the Mary, and return
ed home in the evening accompanied by the three gentlemen, 
who fupped \vith us. The Indian men ,,'ent out a huntin<T 

• b' 

but killed nothing; one of thenl [l\V t\VO deer by Curlew' Har-
bour, and another informed us that our fhallop 'was in North 
Harbour. 

A very fine day. 

At fix this nlorning our 01allop entered the harbour, and 
anchored here at eight: Ole brought forty nitches of rinds, and 
a load of building tilnber; alfo [o:-ne faIred l'lhnon, three FreCh 
ones, a black-duck, and a \vhabby. Two Indians went up Cur
lew Harbour; they met \\?ith a female deer of t\\'O years, and 
killed it. Another of then1, killed a deer of the like kind, on 
Venifon Head. The 1 inds and timber \vcre la!'!ded. '[he t\VO 

naval oflicers came on i110rc in the evening and fupped \vith 

us. 
A fine day, but very hot; lunle r~in III the ev( ning and fore 

part of the night. Ther. '7 ~ 0 • 

Three Indian men went off this 1110rnil1,'2;, 111 our fealing
fkiffJ for Curlew I-Iarbour to bring hOlne the Jeer, \\"hich they 
killed there yefierday; and at night, th!~)' returned with that, 
and alfo t\\'O binds and their calves, which they killed to-day; 
they faw fevcral other deer, and \\oundcu one of thenl: they 
alfo faw a fhallop, bound to the northward, in \'{hich ,\~c fup
pofe mufl be thofe InJians \vho \,"intereJ upon the Ine of Ponds. 
Mr. Smith, and the officers of the l\1erlin, dined and fupped 
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~--"" with us. The Indians gave us a hind and a calf. 
1786• 
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Our people afIilled the Indians to block up one of their !hal. 
lops, that lve tnight repair it for then1. I fent two hind quar
ters of veni fon on board the Brig. Some kelp ,"as carried into 
the garden and other buunefs done. For fOlne time paft ,ve 
have had radifhes, both red and \\Thite, lettuces &c. in the 
greatefi abundance; and as good as ever gre\v. 

It rained mon: part of the day, and fometimes very hard. 
Ther. 66°. 

Several of the Indians came here this morning, to enquire 
for an elderly woman, who ran away fronl her huIband yefier
day in the afternoon, and who had carried two young chil
dren along with her. It [eems, that !he had dO'ne the fame 
this fpring when at I vucktoke, and ,vas abfent feveral days; 
and alfo, on Sunday Iaft; but {he returned yefierday morning, 
and her hufband behaved fo well to her, that \\'C thought £he 
would have remained contentedly with hirn. I find, that jea
loury is the caufe of her difcontent; for her hulband n1arried 
another "vife about four years ago, and has t,,,,o children by 
her al[o; and this lan: wife, being lTIuch younger than the other, 
is the favourite. Moll of the men and [orne of the women 
"\vere reeking thIS ,voman all day, and one of them gor fight of 
her by the fide of North Harbour; ,vhere he alfo found a fmall 
bad whig\vham which {he had made, on the top of which was 
a boot belonging to one of the children, but on fight of him 
fhe ran into the \voods with the children, and evaded the pur
fuit. The Mary moved into South-eafl: Cove. Three hands 
were piling firewood, and Tilfed was repairing the Indian 
fhallop. Frequent [quaIls of w'ind and rain. Ther. 56°. 

Two 
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'T'wo parties, of a couple of men each, went out this morning, 
in fearch of the \\Toman and children, and one of thClTI return
ed with them at fix in the evening: the other party returned 
at nine; they faw' a young male deer by the fide of Table Bay, 
but had no gun. Tilfed ""as repairing the Indian fhallop; the 
other three hands piled the rCll1ainder of the firewood, and 
flowed away the beanls, planks, and other things, 'which lay 
on the {hore. Ther. 68 0

• 

Eketcheack, one of the Indian l1}cn, laft \V:!1 ter 111:.lrricd a 
fecond "rife; a young- ~irl about fi:'·:t~C'!l years of ao-c: I too:'" a 

'-' \...... J l"" 
fancy to her, and deiired that he ,\'ouId fpare her for Inc, as I 
had no \v ire, and ,,'as in great ""ant of one. He replied, "Yon 
" are very \··:dconle to her, but I ~Ell afraid fhe \\,ill not plcafc 
,; you, as her tenlper is very bad, and {he is fo idle, that {he ",ill 
"do no ",?ork; nor can n1e II k a needle: but lTIy other \\'ife is 
" the ben telTIpered creature in the "Torld; an excellent flll1P
"firers, is induflry itfclf, and £1!e 11as t \\'0 children; all cC ",·;hid: 
"are much at your fervicc; Of, if you rh al>~ you 111all hayc 
"thelll both; and, \-\'hen I re:ur:l lk'xt y(';tr. jf Y01-; (~O :!~-'~' 
"like either one or the other, I will take thCl11 back again:' I 
thanked hilTI for his extl"C'111C politcncrs ~ll!J g-l~ll'-.. ru[;ty, e:ll!d ~c:l(l 
him, that I could not think or ~:('pri\'in,~~ bil11 of the gou.j \vik 
and two children, but \\'0 uld 1 ~C' U ;:1 tented \,'i t h the b:lc1 Cl~c-. 
"You fhall have her/' [aid Lc, ;; but lLI(,rc v;c rrocecd any 
" farther in this bufinefs, I \vith you would 111entiull it to her 
"relations, and obtain their conICnt.'l I-lcT father b('in,~ dead, 
I rent for her mother and t\\'O uncles, \\'110 readily gaye their 
conf~nt, and expreffed great pleafurc at the honor of the alliance. 
I then communicated Iny wifhcs to the young lady, but i11e no 
fooner underfiood what they \vcrc, than fi1C began to knit lKl 

brows, and the infiant I had concluded ll1Y fpecch, in ,\"l}ic!l 
I expatiated on the pleafure, elegance, and affluence 'which i1:( 

'
" n' 11 (1 

t ') L .... ...A. 
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would experience as my wife, to ",hat fhe enjoyed in her 
prefent nate, !he contemptuoufiy replied, "You are an old 
"fellow, and I \vill have nothing to fay to you." So there 
ended my courtfhip ; and how polite foever any future refufal 
may be, yet I mufi: underfiand the literal meaning to be, as above 
expreIred. 

Tilfed finifhed the Indian fhallop. The other three hands 
\vere clearing the ground to build a ftore-houfe upon. The 
gentlemen on board the brig came here and dined with us. One 
of the Indians killed a deer, and faw three others. 

A very fine day; fmall rain at night. 

At feven this lllorning I fent Tilfed and \Villiam in the feal
ing-fkiff, to bring home fome of the traps. A large {ballop, 
fuppofed to be the Beaver, from Paradife, paIred by this har
bour, bound to the fouthV\Tard. A number of the Efquimaux 
are ill of moil violent colds, \vhich they are very fubjecl to; 
it carries off great nUlnbers of them. The diforder being in
feaious Mr. Collingham has got it alfo, which he tells me is 
not the fira time, having caught it of them formerly. Crane 
and Tonl \vere clearing the ground, for the foundation of a 
fiore-houfe. I rent an Indian out to try for codfifh, bu.t he 
could catch none; they are not yet come here. 

A very fine day. Ther. 67° . 

• -'\t five this nlorning Tilfed and William returned with 
twenty-t\VO traps; the Iliff was aground laft night in Black
guard Bay, when they got back to her from Hare Harbour, and 
as they had kill~d nothing, they had fafted all the time that they 
\vere out. At nine this morning the brig went out of the har
bour through Wefiern Tickle, and failed for Paradife. The 
reafon why {he had lain here fo long, was, on account of our 

refufing 
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refufing to pilot her out of the harbour; the tuafler ,vas 
therefore obliged to found it ,veIl, before he dura venture. 
Mr. Collingham ,vent on board her in the ftnall punt, 'with 
two hands; then croired the harbour to collect the traps on 
Mount Martin, and the High, and South Barrens; he brought 
home t\velve, and a young grou[e alive, ,vhich \ve put under 
a hen, which has a flnall chicken. T'il[ed \vas fhouldering fiuds, 
and \Yilliam clearing the ground for the flore-houfe. Another 
Efquimau boat f(!ilcd for I vucktokc. This \vas only a final! 

baitfkiff, fonnerly mine; yet after fIlling her ~sith baggage, 
two lTIen, t,vo ,Yomen, three chiL:re:1: and nineteen (legs elTI
barked in her and took t\yO kya~:,Ls in to,v. 

A fine day~ but the evening Fl.:)t,'ed Inifl:y, and it rained 
fmartl y in the night. Ther. 500. 

At ten this lTIorning Tilicd and three hands h1iled, in the Fox, 
for Parad;fe, to cut a load of titnber [or buildin;. ~v1r. Colling
ham fotted and packed up [olne gUJl~S, w11:c11 t,,·;o of our 
Indian friends are to tJ.ke to the northern Icttlcrncnts of the 
Efquimaux to fell for us. The yOUI:g groufe, being hurt in 
bringing home, \vas found dead this Inornillg. 

f>.. foggy, moin, ra\v day. Ther. .()o. 

At nine this morning, I ,vent up ClIrle\\' Iiarbour, in the 
fealing-fkiff \vith four I ndian men, a fLooting; \'.'C' returned 
at fix in the evening, bu t killed nothing. I iat watching 
the firfi path, 'vhilfi they '\Talked round the land, on the eaH
fide of the valley; they fa'v fOBle frefh Hot, but could not get 
fight of a deer. Mr. Collinghanl deli \'en~d the remainder of 
the goods to our two friends, near half of \vhich we have fold 
to them on credit; and the renlainder, they are to fell on our 
account. 

I ( . 
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The cock and two of the hens, \vhich Mr. Marcoux gave to" 
Mr. Collingham, are fiill allve ; and have many peculiarities in 
thein. The cock has the moll magnificent, rofy comb I ever 
faw, is a very ll1ajefiic bird, (but having no rump he cotlfe
quently has no tail,) and he has lately amufed himfelf with 
clucking to the chickens, in imitation of the hens. The hens 
have rUlTIOS and tails, and fo have their hen chickens, but the 

l 

cocks none. One of the hens has only a fingle chicken, ,vhich 
is a cock, \v'hofe comb and wattles ,vere very confpicuous at 
a fortnight old; and at a 1110nth, he crowed every morning. 
I \vas told of it forne days ago, but could not believe it, until 
I heard him do, it feveral tilnes this morning. The other hen, 
has fix chickens; three of ,vhich are cocks; they are now 
rather more than a fortnight old, and their combs and wattles 
appear. 

'There ,vas a filarp froft with fog this men-ning, but the latter 
cleared a\vay at eight o'clock, and the refl: of the day proved 
\vann and fine. 

This morning I found the cucumber-plants, (which were 
very healthy and likely to thrive) killed by yeflerday's froft 
All the remainder of the Indians failed this morning for the 
northward. 

A very fine, hot day. Thert 67 0
• 

Laft night about twelve o'clock, the mofchetos being very 
troublefo111e .. Mr. Collingham got up and made fuch a fmoke 
in the kitchen, as in a {hort time filled every part of the houie: 
fortunately I a\voke jull in time to fave our lives; Mrs. CollIng
ham being quite over come with it, was carried out of bed 
into the open air in a lifelefs !late; all the reft of us \vere ob-

liged 
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liged to jump out of our beds, and run naked out of doors; 
where we ","ere forced to remain above an hour, before the 
fmoke 'was fufficiently cleared away for us to be able to en
dure it. 

After breakfafi: !'vIr. Collingham took Jack ,vith him in the 
fealing-Ikiff, and \vent ont a fiihing; he returned in the evening 
,vith a hundred and fixty feven codfifh; and he like\vife {hot 
two pigeons. They caught but two fifh at Mad-rock, and all 
the rell: at \T enifon Head li1and-rock; lTIofi of them with gIg-
gers. A fine, hot day. Ther. 8~o. 

Mr. Collinghaln fplit and falted the fin1 this nlorning; the 
offals, he fprcad round the cJbbage; for manure. !\ l half pafi 
feven in the evening the Fox returned ~.\"ith the officers of the 
Merlin. and their people; alfo the cannon, fnlal1 .. arm~, and nlili
tary flores; like\vife, as nllleh t inlber as {be \vould hold. 
From the infanlous behaviour of l':uLk and Pinfon, to ~1r. 

CollinghalTI and my felf, I anl deternJinecl to ha \'e as little con
nexion with them as pofiible; I therefore advifed !vleiTrs. At
ch;n{on, and Sl~lck to return in our boat, if they found the 
brig \vould not be ready to conl~ a,\\'ay 'with thenl ilnnl~diatel~;; 
as vVillialTI Pinfon told thenl {he ,,,ould; which \\ras [aiel ,,,ith 
the fole intent of gettil;g the ~Ierlin~s people to nay igate her 
froll1 T'elnple Bay and back (for he fent only the ll1allcr and 
two hands in her.) "'hen {he arri\'cd at Paradifc there \\'cre 
but very few tierces of Clltnon packed, and it ,vas fuppoE~d, 
that they had in all the rivers above feven hundred. By the 
l\1erIin's people coming a'way {()Inc of tile fii11cnnen n1u!1 be 
taken off froln their \\Tork to navigate t11C brig back to l'c111plc 
Bay; and they \vill alfo be longer in packing their fiOl. 

Clear and hot till noon, then cool, \vith hal d rain for th(~ rell 
of the day; in the evening, it cleared up. Ther. 66

0
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The titnber was landed and the rinds were repacked. The 
Merlin's people went out a fifhing in our large fkiff, and caught 
about a hundred codfifh. I packed up fome of my baggage. 

.A. cloudy day. Ther. 56°. 

The tarpaulin "vas taken off the [outh-\\'efi ena of the houfe; 
the fads and old rinds removed; new rinds laid on and fodded 
afre1h; and [orne en1pty calks put on board the Fox. The 
officers of the Merlin and myfelf went a {hooting to Round 
liland in the yavvl, \vith their four lnen; I killed two ducks 
and a tinker, 'v hich was all we got. 

A fine day. 

Ha ving {hipped off the remainder of my baggege, at noon, 
the officers of the Merlin and their people embarked with me, 
on board the Fox; vvhich was navigated by Tilfed, Crane, and 
two of the conviCls. When we came abreafl: of Cape North, 
being clofe to the ,vind and not above a cable's length from 
it, we were nearly becalmed (the wind being deadened againft 
the high bluff land) and there being a high confufed fwell, 
\ve were as near as pofIible being heaved on {hore upon the 
ifland rock, \vhich lies clofe under the Cape; but, by the help 
of an oar, and the fmall punt a head, \ve cleared the rocks by 
not more than the boats breadth, and in1mediately had a frefh 
breeze of ,,,indo The punt was then ordered to be made faft 
a fiern, ,,,hen one of the Merlin's men negletiing to fecure the 
tow-rope properly, fhe upfet with William in her, and he muft 
have been drowned, had he not been an excellent fwimmer; 
we alfo fa ved the punt and every thing belonging to her. 
'Vhen we came abreaft of Colling ham Ifland, at five in the af
ternoon, the wind died away; and there being a {hort, quick 
fwell, the cannon caufed the boat to roll fo deep and quick, 
that {he foongrew leaky; I al[o thought, that {he would 

:have 
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have rolled her mafls a\vay and worked herIelf to pieces: 
and as the bottom of the boat \vas full of {mall bits, or rather 
the Icales of fpruce bark, they fo choaked the punlp that it 
,,,,ould not \vork; I therefore ordered Tilfed to bear up, and, 
with the afIifiance of the punt, \ve pailed bct\\'CCll Collingham, 
and Cove Iiland; at eight o'clock came to an anchor off the 
w'efi end of the latter, ,,,here we lay all night. 

At five this 1110rning I fent 'filIed and \Villianl to the fouth
eaa point of the ifland in the punt, to try for finl; and at fix 
they returned \vith plenty. At feven '\\T ,vcighcd anchor, and 
ran into South Harbour ,,,here \','e canle to again. The gun
ner and t"vo failors no\" landed at the caft point of Ledge Ifland, 
in order to drive into the \vater \vilat deer there Inight be upon 
it; whilfl: I layoff the ,,'cn: end, to intcrcept them \vith the punt: 
but they foon tired (as failors generally do when they are em
ployed on nl0re, and particularly jf not in the neceffary bufincfs 
appertaining to the f11ip) and calTlC down to the {hore, before 
they had beat a third part of the iiland; ot" wc !bould certainly 
have [een deer, as there 'was plenty of frefh flot. On a fn1all 
duck-iiland, at the 'weft end of the harbour, I picked up four 
young faddlebacks. l'ilfed took up the ptllnp and placed a bal
lafi-bafket under the heel of it, to prevent the fcales of Lark froln 
choaking it again. /l. Y~'Cry fine day. 

At feven this morning I ,vent in the punt, 'with two hands, 
and examined the fouth {bore of the harbour, where I found a 
cove in \vhich I think a furrier mi<Tht kill a few martens and , ~ 

foxes; but fa,,,, only one rubbingplace~ and that not very good; 
the fhore is not proper for them, being very !haUo,,' for near a 
hundred yards off. I returned on board at eleven, \vh~n w.e 
weighed the anchor, and ran above the Gull Rock; \VhlCh IS 
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THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

the fafefi place for boats, and ,vere there is not more than one 
fathom of water. 

A very ,fine, hot day. 

After breakfafi :!\tIr. Slack and three hands landed on Ledge 
lfland, to drive a flag, which William thought he faw at day
break this morning, and I layoff the weft end in the punt~ but 
they could find no deer, although they faw the frefh flot of fe
veral. This inand is above t\VO miles long, runs to a point at 
each end, and is near half a mile broad in the middle, where 
there is a high hill: towards the weft end there are fome open 
marn1es; but the rcft of the it covered with ftunted bullies 
of fpruce, fir, and larch; it is feldom without deer at any 
time of the year. 

At half after eight o'clock, ,ve got under weigh and went to 
feat On entering Indian Tickle, we had but little wind for near 
half an hour, w hen we let down our lines, and caught ten cod
fifh. From Indian Tickle, we kept on the north fide of the 
Ine of Ponds; and at four in the afternoon, canle to an anchor 
in a cove at the wefl: end of it. Mr. Slack, two of our people, 
itnmediately landed, and ,vent after a brood of well-grown 
young geefe, 'which landed and ran off from the £hore, on 
perceiving the boat: but, although we faw' them after we 
landed, they got over a fmall hill, and hid themfelves 
before \\~e could get up to them; nor could we afterwards find 
one of them: neither the young nor old ones could fly; the 
latter~ being now moulting. As our two men returned to:the 
boat, they met with a \vhite-fox under a rock by the {hore, and 
caught it alive. We faw feveral flocks of curlews to-day, 
which are the firU we have [eeo this feafoD-. We filled up our 
,vater. 

A fine 
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A fine day, but there \va" haze all ro~nd the horizon: and in 
the evening, there \\'as much fog aloft. 

At feven this morning we got under \vcigh, and \\70rked to 
,vind ward on the \ven fide of Porcu Dine Hlancls· 'N hcn findincr 

L , ~ 

that we \vere not likely to beat up to the Seal Il1anus, \vC calne 
to an anchor at half after one o'clock in Battcan I-Iarbour, 'which 
is at the fouth-ean point of the HIe of Ponds. I lent rrilfed and 
one of the failors out a Ibooting; they fa,\' a \yolf, killed a 
curle\,r, and picked up t\VO large Hag::) horns, which had been 
rne\ved therc. 1\'1r. .L\tchinfol1, ;'11'. Sbc1;,., and I \\Tent on Q10re 

after dinner, and fauntered about near the harbour, \dlCrC \ve 
faw feveral curle\vs; I 010t at U,JC of thenl, but 111iffed it. 

Very foggy till {even o'clock this 1110rnin,';, \vhen it cleared 
up for the rell of the day; in tllC e,'cning then:- \\'(l; a thick 

haze, and we \vcre aln10il dC\'ourcd by the 11101chctos. 

At five this nlorning I fent t'wo hands out in the punt to try 
for filli, and they retu rned at [c\'z.::n \\;ith plenty of good cod. 
After breakfafl ~lr .. c\tchinC>Zl w(~nL un !ll\)r~ t) take a {ketch 

of the harbour, and the in.lnLls adilccat. 'TilIed \':cnt a 1hooting 
but got nothIng. I \vent in the punt \\'!Lh i. 'so hands to tb~' Dd~ 
nlal Iilands, vvhere I killed fou r tinhcrs. 

Clear, fine \veather, till three in the artLT~lU()ll, and very 

foggy afterwards. 

At four this Inorning \VC CJ.I1Je to f:lil, and al {~\'en ,\~ere 

throucrh the Seal Illands \vhen a thick f~)T carne on: and, as \\'c o 'J 
fa\y abundance of lar,.Tc inallds of icc ah.:acl of llS, \\'-: I1'adcd the . ..., 
,vind and \yorkcd back ao-(lin throu'Th th~ \v'eilern na!rcl~e, to n' o. ~ '1 

Mr. Marcoux's fealing-poil; and anchored there at half after 
nine. We found fome of his people there, who Cl1terLiir~r~d us 

with fried eggs and foft brcad and butter. I'.lr. l'/Iarcoux \.,~as 
["one 
u 
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gone to Quebec in his fchooner to purchafe provifions: he had had 
very bad fuccefs lail ,vinter; having killed but nine feals, thirty 
deer, and fe,v or no furs; and by laying his [ballop (\\·hich 
coll him fixty pounds laft year) on 1110re under a high bank, 
{he was crufhcd to pieces by the \\Teight of the fnow that was 
drifted upon her. 

At noon the fog clearing a"'ay ,ve failed again through the 
wefiern paffage, and at four caIne to an anchor in Venifon 
Harbour: where we found a very good fealing-houfe, which 
had been built laft fall, by a crew belonging to Mr. Hyde 
of Poole; a new adventurer on this coan:. I fent the punt out 
a fifhing, and {he foon returned ,vith plenty of cod.' ~lofl of 
the people lay on {hore. I am no\v very lame again, and in 
revere, continual pain. 

At five a thick fog caIne on again and continued all night. 

Tilfed took a \\1alk upon Stoney Ifland, but fa,,, nothing. In 
the afternoon Mr. 'Thomas Slade arrived here in a £ballop in 
[earch of baits, and foon after failed for Eagle Cove, where 
Mr. Hyde has lately built a filliing-roolll; it is in the fouth 
fide of Hawke Iiland. In the evening, John Dean came in 
here in his bait-fkiff on the fanle errand; as did alfo a bait-fkiff 
of Slade's. Fronl thofe people I learned that very fe\v feals 
had been killed upon this coafl laft winter, but that deer were 
never kno,vn to be in fuch plenty; the cre'v at this place had 
killed near thirty; and morl: other ,vinter-cre\vs had killed 
feveral. The codfi fh alfo had been fo fcarce this fummer, 
that few people are likely to kill a faving voyage. 

A fine day, but it rained hard moft part of the night. 

At fix this morning ,ve weighed anchor, and towed out of 
the harbour; when a thick fog coming on we returned. At 

eleven 
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eleven we failed again; and at eight at night, arrived in Square 
Bland Harbour ~ where I had the plea[ure to find all our fup
plies from England on board a brig LLlonging to Mr. Tory, of 
Poole; who has efiablifhed a codfilhcry hcrc~ on the roon1 ,\'hich 
was formerly mine; being driven out of \rhitc Bay, in NC\\T

foundland, by the French, that part of the Ifland being within 
the difiria ceded to them by the la!~ 1'rcaty of Peace. 

\Ye 111et ,,,,iell feveral hundred large iilands of ice, betw'een 
Venifon Harbour and thi5 place, ",hiell Inakcs the navigation 
extren1ely dangerous in foggy \'.'cltbcr. 

Variable weather . 

. At five this morning \\'C failed for St. Francis l-Iarool1r and 
arrived there at eight. I landed t\\'cnty enlpty hogfhcads to 
be trimlned, and defired they nlight be done by [uell ti1l1C ~s 

the boat fhould return frOlll rrcnlple Bay. 
Dull \vcathcr with [orne log in the 1110rning. 

\Ve lailed at four this Inorning, and at fi \'c CUll~ i.:) all an· 
chor in Battlc I-iarbour;\>vhcre I [<Jund a letter l'rorn :dr. Lcfler, 
another fro111l\I,". C;.~:)r.~c C;arlalld; and a Lhirll rl:l:! ~\'!r. l\lo!('~ 

Cheater; al[o three nevv>rpapcrs. 1\ ':('1Y Plj,)1" \'(~~"-C!g( of filli 
has been killed at this pLee.> but '_hey .li'~ !lU\',' pn<~~: ~)!'~ltirrd . 

.. \ clear day. 

vVe \vent to fca at four tbi" 11lorning, with a light ~:tr of ':lino, 
and at half after one in the afternoon arrived i~l 'fullplc Bay, 
and anchored near the l\tlerlin Sloop of '. Yare I il!11ncdiatcly 
waited on captain Ed,vard Paekcnharn, the comlnander, and 
requefied of him to give 111e a paUage to St. John's in :"~C\V
foundland, \vhich he very politely conlented to, and added, 

H \y'"!n.te\Tf 

WI'lid 

S. W. //U/, 

filth. 

TucfJJY ~. 

N. E. 
mcJ'.'·I...·:e. 

\\\.1:',(' '. ~I. 
.V N. t. 

J T',I:· 

~\'. : ~~. l. ~'. ,. 

, : .. /. , 

I'.', \' r ... -',· 
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"Whatever the Merlin affords, you may command." But I 
foon found, that had not his officers kindly accomodated me, 
I mull have Dept in the gaIly and meffed \\7ith the pigs: for
tunately for me, however, the gunner gave me his cabin, and 
the O'entlelnen of the £run-room received me into their mefs. 

b u 

I immediately got my bed on board the {hip, and continued in 

her. 
Fair till noon, fnlall rain after. 

All my baggage was brought on board the Merlin. My fci
atic pains are now fo fevere, that I am unable to walk the length 

of the quarter-deck. 

Our fhallop failed this lTIorning before day-light for Quirpon, 
in the iDand of l':ewfoundland; having hitherto waited for a 
fuitable wind: and as it blew firong all day, with a great fea, 
I feel anxious for her fafety. 

At eight o'clock this nlorning the ~lerlin got under ·weigh, 
and attempted to get to fea; but, not being able to effeB it, 
fhe anchored again. 

A very great fca in the fireights and along f11ore. 

At three o'clock this afternoon our illallop returned f.rom 
Quirpon, \vhcn Tilfed infonl1cd lne, that '!'honlas Connor (one 
of my convicts) got on fi10re yefierday nJorning at Quirpon, 
and ran away; in confequcnce of \vhich he had been detained, 
or he lliould haye been here Iafi night; and that not being able 
to find him again he \vas obliged to come without him. 

At day-light our illallop failed for St. Francis Harbour, in her 
way home. llt nine o'clock \ve began to heave, and at ten the 

Merlin 
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Merlin \\'as fafe out of the harbour. At dark we ,vere abreafl 

of Red Bay. I began to take gum guaiacunl pills to night for 
my fciatica. 

Foggy in the lTIorning, and cloudy during the rell of the day. 

'VVe \vere turning to \vind\vard bet\veen Red Bay, and LYance 
a Loup all day, which was very foggy except for a {hort time 
about noon, ",hen the fog thinned a little. In the forenoon \\·e 
\vere very near running on {hore on the Labrador fide of the 
fireights; but fortunately \ve di[covered the Lreakers jufl time 
enough to heave about. '\ \' e lay to all night ,vi th ou r head to 
the fouth\vard. 

At day-light the fry being clear, ·n·e found ourfelves off St. 
Modene, about two leagues fronl the land; and at three in the 
afternoon \\Te anchored in the bay of L'ance a Loup. At five 
captain Packenham, f0111C of his officers, Mr. Hine, and I \yent 
on {bore to Hine's houle; I-line is fon-in-Ia\v to Pin[on the 
partner of Noble, and their agent at this place: he came pa[
fenger on board the Merlin froll1 Tenlple Bay. Captain Pack
enham was fa civil to this nl3.fier of a fii11ing brig, as to acco
modate him \\'ith a bed in his cabin, and the run of his table, 
although he declined fhe~.\Ting [0 111l11.:h politene[s to me. ./\.11 
of us, except Hine, returned on board in the evening. 

Three of the officers of the I\1erlin and I dined \\'ith Mr. Hine, 
and a heavy gale of ,vind cOIning on in the e\"ening \\?e \ ... 'ere 

obliged to remain on alore for the night. 
Hard rain all day, and in the evening, the wind fle\v round 

fuddenly, and ble,v very hard all night, \yith thick fog. 

The lieutenant and aaing lieutenant \vere [cnt off to-clay in 
boats to vifit the fi{heries in this neighbourhood; one of them 
VOL. III. D d to 
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to the eafiward, the other to the wefiward. At dark a large 
ifland of ice drove directly for the £hip; but, by bending a 
hawfer to the cable, and veering upon it, !he got clear; other
wife !he mull: have been greJtly danlaged, if not funk, as there 
was a great f well in the bay. 

The land hereaboll ts looks well to the eye, being clear of 
wood; the hills ri fe ,~;L~J uall y, but not high, exhibit great 
verdure, and an appearance of more fertility than I have ever 
feen on any other part of the coall:. In the valley where No
ble and Pin[on's fi01cry is carried on is a garden in which 
every thing grows more luxuriantly than I ever faw' before in 
this country; and I alfo obferved great plenty of fcarlet firaw
berries growing \vild among the grafs. Curlews are now 
abundant and fat; I killed one. The fiihery has proved very 
indifferent here this feafon. 

A very fine day throughout. 

The boats being returned, and captain Packenham having 
finiilied his bufinefs at this place, we went to fea at eight this 
lIlorning, and at one o'clock came to an anchor in Forteau Bay. 
I ,vent on {bore to Mr. Durrell's haufe, where I fiaid the night; 
he is agent to a Jerfey company. Several planters live here 
who, dividing their ,vinter bufinefs between this place and the 
oppofite part of Newfoundland, do tolerably well for them
felves. 

SOlne rain fell in the forenoon, but the reft of the day was fine. 

I returned on board at eight this morning, at which tilne the 
£hip was under weigh; we immediately went to fea, and at five 
o'clock arrived in the harbour of Blance Sablon, where another 
Jerfey company have a fifhery. Several American whalers 
were lying at anchor at the back of the Ille de Bois, and had 

flakes 
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flakes on Ihore to cure fiG1 upon; for not having had any 
fuccefs with whales they were catching codfifh. As they now 

dare not carry their fiib to the European 111arkets, for fear of 
the Barbary rovers, they are rent up to their o'wn back-fettlc
ments, \\,here they fetch good prices. l'his circum!1:ancc 

afioniChes me greatly, as I fhould fuppolc that thole people 
mull have plenty of proyifiol1s fro 111 their o\vn farms and 
catch abundance of fin1 in the Ll!"'cs and ri vcrs. 

\\re iliould have failed to-day, but could not break ground; 
it blovving too hard. 

At four this Inorni~~g ,':c V,·CDt. tu fe~ ;lncl {~liled for Port 

Saunders; a harbour on the OppOfiLC eoall of 1\e\vfoundbnd, 
a little to the vvefl:ward of Lhe fh'eight's mouth. Four American 
veffels failed at the [alne tir',1C for the Bay of Iilands. \Ve \\'ere 
turning to \vind\\'ard all d:!y and night, ha\-ing fine \veather 
although cold. The gale of v.'!:jd, ~.d;ich \\'C h2d on the t\vC'nty 
fecond Inay Le [aid to have l~illcJ the? Il:L:n1cr, rH' tile \\'eatI1cr 

has never fince had that \\'a:'1n rUl'~n('rs in it, ",hich it had be
fore, nor will it (l~~ain, before the LItter part o~' l1C:~ t J unc. 

\Ve were tur1'}i:17 to \\·!r,d~\'.·~~rd all day, nor did I iJcrcic\'c .:J _ j 

the Merlin to be {~) capital a [tiler ~:'~ I \,'as given to underf1and 
fhe was, but really thoucrht her a \'Cry i;-:di[\_'h'l,t o~~c. .\t 

_ c) _ 

five in the afternoon \','e \\'cathcfcd POil~t Rich, and fhould in 
all probability ha'~'c lofl the !11ip. h1d I nul: taken the liberty of 
giving my opinion and auvice unan~ed, Z',:1d cOl1',-inced captain 

Packenhanl and his 111afier, that 'wh~t they Lonk i(-)r PO!'i: Saun

ders, and "vere running into, vvas only a ,.':ild, ihoal cove, or 
[mall bay, out of \vhich they never could get until the \yind 

fhifted; and that if very little more came from the fame quarter, 
the Chip would certainly be driven on fhore and loft. I alfo 
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{hewed them the entrance of Port Saunders, but had fome 
difficulty to fatisfy them on thofe points; for, as I had never 
been here before, they could not fuppofe- it pollible for me to 
kno\v the land better than themfelves, (having nothing but 
the late captain Cooke's charts to go by) or that they could be 
fo very greatly mifiaken in the place. But having long been 
ufed to run along fhore by the charts, and all thofe for this 
part of the ,vorld being very good ones, I feldom found my felf 
Inifiaken, and happened to be right now. At feven o'clock 
we anchored in Port Saunders, and found lying here one 
French fbip (the refl: having failed for France) which will 
carry fix thoufand quintals of fifh; but the feafon has been 
fo bad, that with twenty boats and an hundred men, they have 
killed only twelve hundred. Here was alfo an Englifh ihal
lop, which four villains had run away with from St. John's in 
Newfoundland th~s Iaft fpring; captain Packenham fent the 
lieutenant on board and feized her; three of the fellows got 
on !hore, as foon as they percieved the Merlin entering the 
harbour; but the olher relnained in the boat, and was brought 
on board the Merlin, \\'here the captain kept him a prifoner. 

Port Saunders is an excellent harbour, with plenty of ufeful 
wood in it, and no \vant of [relli water. Here are two French 
fiihing-rooms,. one on each point at the entrance; both are con
venient, and very good for curing fifh. There is alfo another 
French room upon Kepple Ifland, which lies off the mouth of 
Hawke Harbour, and feparates that, from this. The country 
here abouts looks \vell for beavers, ottcrs,and lnartens. 

A very fine day. 

After breakfafi the furgeon, lieutenant of marines, and my
felf, went on !hore to the French fii£hing-room on the north 
fide, where we were very politely received by captain Guil-. 

miD, 
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min, who \vas a lieutenant in the French navy lafi war. He 
had a fmall, but luxuriant garden, in \vhich he had fo,vn 
fome hemp and buck-wheat; the fonner ,vas not above five 
feet high, but the latter \\<~as as firong as I ever raw any in Ger
nlany, ,vhere they gro\v a great deal; the foil is black peat. 

. One party of men \vere rent on filore to brew [pruce-beer for 
the {hip; another to fill the C111pty water-calks; and a third up 
the harbour to catch lobIlers; they brought on board about 
thirty. 

It ble\v fa hard to .. day that the !hip lnufl inevitably have 
been loll, had \ve run into the {hoal bay, Dcl\vecn this place 
and Point Rich. 

The furgeon, lieutenant of marines, and I 'went on {hore, 
and dined \vith captain Guilmin. 

Rained hard in the 111orning, fair aftenvanl::,. 

Captain Guiltnin canle on board the ~Ier1in, and dined \vith 
us in the gun-roonl. A illallop from St. lVlodeH, and anothcr 
JroIn forteau Ca111e in here to-day: by the fonner "'C \vcre 
infornled, that two i11allops, belonging to :-;0bl\~ and PinIon, 
which \Veft' going froln Temple Bay to L'ance a Loup} \\'( 're 
caught in the gale of \\'ind on the t\venty-{c:OIlJ of lafr ~nr)Ltrl. 
and both ,\~ere loft, together \vith all hands; alnountin~~ to thir
teen men. j\ party of 1A1Cn having been rent out to f ~)tcb !ob~ 

fiers, they returned \vith three hundred. 
Foggy and v\"et ,,,eather. 

The bre?NerS and \vood-cutters \vere at \\7ork for the fl1ip. 
A fine day. 

It rained hard all the forenoon, but the afternoon ,vas fair; 
heavy gales all day. 
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I w'ent on {hare and dined \\7ith captain Guilmin. As two 
of his men \\yere out a {hooting, a little way in the country near 
the head of Hawke Harbour, they vvere met by eight moun
taineer men and a ,'roman, belonging to the Labrador tribes; 
\\rho not only robbed them of their arn1S, but even firipped them 
almofr naked. 

Fine '\'c~~r ~ ;cr till the e\Tcning, \': hen the {ky became cloudy, 
and fome fnlall rain fell. 

After brcakfafi ,,,~e began to UnITIOOr, and at half paft ten got 
out of the harbour. We ran along fhore to the fouth\vard all 
day, \vith a frefh breeze, but it came ahead at night, and put 
.us upon tack. 

It rained hard during the early part of the Inorning; [lnall 
feud and haze the reft of the day. 

'Ve frood to the fouth,vard all day, and in the evening made 
the land, but could not difcover where ,ve were. At fix o'clock 
we tacked and Hood off. 

Dull \veather, threatening a gale. 

At four this morning we wore {hip and flood in, made the 
land again, but did not know' it; we were a great difiance off. 
We fiood off again from two o'clock till eight at night, when 
the wind having fhifted a little, vve fiood in again. 

Rained in the nlorning, hazy with fun at times afterwards" 
and a tolerable night. 

We fa\v the land this morning, but it was noon before we 
could make out ,vhere ,ve ,vere, ,vhen we found ourfelves 
abreaft of the Bay of Iflands; difiant about five or fix leagues. 
We ran along {hore all day, with tolerable clear weather, till 
two o'clock; notwithfianding there was a [mall fog-bank lying 

near 
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near the horizon, particularly frolll north-,\refi to eafl: ; it rained 
the reft of the day, and threatened bad weather: but after 
dark the fl( y cleared and we had a fine night. ~1 y pains for 

lome tilne paft ha \'e been 1110il intolerable, both by day and 
night. 

I-laving edged off illorc all night, \\T could btu ju{l fce the 

land at fun-rife this 1110r.L11ng, and il1ap-::J a cour:> for Cane 
.I. 

Ray. In the evening \\'C heaved to cloic to the land~ (wd (In offi-

cer was fent OIl iharc to enquire \vhat Llnd it \\'~;'-.: he brou.;lH 

word that it \\'~:S Cacl-roy Uland, a little to the louth'ward of 
Cape .Anguille. I-{c alf~) lC<Jrnt that Prince \'\'dlianl lienr)' had 
been three "veeks in tb~ h:lroour of Port au Ba[que, to which 
\ve are bound, and \\'as [:1C'i" thlec days ago. l'he fi111ery 
has proved very bad in thefe Pc.!'ts <ll[(). \'/e lay to [noIl part 
of the night, for fear of rnnning pan QUI port. 

./\. very fi ne day. 

Standil1<T in for the 1;( r-::d I IllS 1110t nin2', 1,\'L' I~·tCtL'cl abou t t "'0 
~ " 

miles to leeward of Cape Rz:y, '~\'hcp~ '",'C L1(';:,\ d :L)tl Hood oil' 
again. The extrenlity of Cap:...· !\.z;y is a ~u\\', :~~~ point; clote 
to which is the U10i1 renlarl:_ablc lu(T:lr-loClf hi;i I C\'\. r Lnv: it 

'J 

rifes fo very fieep to a fharp point, that the fides arc itl'cakcd 
\vith fmall frones by the rain ,vafhing away the clrtll. 

It 'vas fair, and the clouds lifted a little ~Y_L\\r..?C:l :lliW (!;lU 

ele\'en this morning, but thf~ ren of th/~'L t\"'ejjLy-i~/''f ;Ll,_!!~ 

were rainy \vith fog. 

Early in the lTIorning \ve flood in f~Ji' tIle L1IlJ i:Lld ~~t noo~ 
heaved to off Cape Ray, '''Then an o:Lccr \,;as .cent on fhorc t{) 

enquire were Port au Bafq ll,-~ \\Cas, and to get a pilot; he re· 

turned at hvo ,vithout one. \~/ c then bore away, and L::""1n6' 
paIfed Cape Enragee' he \vas fent off again, and foon after a 

fkifT 

,_A_. 
17 8h . 

Septem!Jer. 

Tue (day I ~. 

i\-. N.l 0 

\\'cJnef. 1.'1. 
s, S. E. 
lJ'oda(]h. 

I!'. ,\', if'. 
{:I, t ,'. 



208 

~~ 
1786• 

September. 

Friday 15. 
Wind 

N. W. little. 

THE SIXTH VOYAGE. 

fkiff came out of Grand Bay and furni£hed us ,vith a pilot, 
,vho navigated the {hip into Port au ,Barque road, where we 
anchored at five in the evening. Coming from the north-weft, 
Port au Barque may be known by Point Blanch; 'W hich is a 
vvhite, bluff rock, of a moderate height, lying at the extremity of 
a long, narro\v point of land, between which is a [mall harbour 
for IhaIlops, and there are many iHands: rocks, and breakers to 
the north-w'efi of it. Point Blanch fonns the north-\vefl fide 
of the bay, in ""hich Port au Barque is fituated. Cape Ray, 
or rather the fugar-Ioaf hill ,vithin it, nlakes like an if1and from 
every point of view, except you are right ofF to fea. It was 
very foggy in the morning early, but the refl: of the day proved 
tolerably fine at fea, though the fog hung over the hill tops 
and we had a few ibort fhowersof rain. Off Point Blanch, an 
old man came on board to .(hlfer his fervices as a pilot, who 
is ninety years of age; fixty three of \v hich he has lived in 
Newfoundland. We found no ibip in Port au Barque; the 
Rare frigate had lain here moft part of the fummer, but had 
failed. 

At day-light this Inorning the ibip was warped into the har
bour, and moored. The mafiers of t\VO Jerfey fiibing velfels, 
,vhich are lying in Grand Bay, came on board to get fome 
provifions, being {bart. Poor voyages of filli have been killed 
hereabou ts. 

Rain in the morning v.'ith fome fqualls of wind; but the refl: 
of the day was fine. 

Saturday 16. 
N. moderate. 

The lieutenant of marines and I went round the harbour in 
a boat a {hooting, but killed nothing; we gaffed up a few 
lobfiers. The brewers were landed, to brew for the {hip. 

A fine day. 

A 
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A failor who had run away from the Rore frigate, came on 
board and furrendered himfelf. The long boat was rent out a 
filliing and caught a few cod. Every man \vho ctIofe it had 
liberty to go on fhore to-day. 

Good ''leather. 

One of the Jerfey maficrs caine on board and in rlJrnlCd us, 
that [orne of the men who were on ibore yeHerday, had fwum 
on board a Jerfey banker, which \vas at an anchor all the other 
fide of the nalTO\V neck of land; and finding no body on board, 
had nolen [olne money, liquor, and other things. T'hrce or 
them were found out, and put in irons. 

,A. very fine day. 

This 1110rning the three prifoners \,vere brought to the gang
way and received t\VO dozen lallies each. A party ,vent out 
a fhooting along ''lith the pilot and returned in the evening 
\vith four young geefe. 

A cloudy day \vith fog at [ca. 

Thick fog \vlth rain all day, and it appeared to bIo\v pretty 
hard at [ea. The £hip, being n100req length\\'a y s of this har
bour, rod e "'ith her Hern ,vithin her own length of the {hare; 
had it blo,\'/n much hardcr, D1C \\'Quld Dlofllikc1y have firuck, 
by the firetching of her cables. 

I have now' the pleafure to find rnyielf coniiclerClLly better 
of my fciatica, but very weak fron1 111)' loins down\vards: this 
favoura~le change I mufl: attribute to the guaiaCU111 pills, \\' hich 
I have taken every night fincc the nineteenth of Ian nlonth. 
There was a very (Treat fea alon9" !borc; the fUl1h.cn rocks in 

b v 

the bay broke very high. 'fhree of the £hips CUlnU~J.lly \Vent 
out a fhooting yefierday to the north -eafi, and ha \ ing lofl 
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themfelves in the fog, did not return till this morning. They 
faw feven deer, and fired at them V\rith {hot. 

The fore part of this day was clear and warm, but the latter 
cloudy and cold. 

A dull day with a little fog; [mall raIn In the evening. 

A feven thi5 lTIorning it began to blow moderately, bu t in
creafed to an hard gale by ten: the {heet anchor was immediate
ly let go, and the £hip made as [nug as pollible. At eleven, 
the long-boat broke from her moorings and drove on {bore; 
the prize punt which ,vas afiern filled; her fiern was then torn 
out and £he ,vent on {hare likewife; the fiream anchor ,vas let 
~~o as an additional fecurity, and axes were laid ready to cut 
av\7ay the luafis, if any of the three anchors which !he rode bY3 
came home, or the cables parted. At noon, it blew a perrea" 
hurricane, with fuch a fea as no man would believe there could 
have been in this harbour. The lieutenant of marines was 
near being blo"\",'n over-board from off the quarter-deck, and 
no man could nand \\Tithout holding. Had this gale come 
from the fouth fouth-eaft, the (hip mufl inevitably have been 
loft, as {he \vould have tailed on {hare and beat to pieces 
againft the rocks. The violence of the gale continued till [even 
in the evening, ,vhen it began to abate, and by ten o'clock at 
night, the wind was pretty moderate. Much rain all day but 
the night proved fine. 

The long-boat and punt were Brought on board; the former 
had received no other damage than two of her planks being 
driven out, by the weight of the water, which broke into her 
as £he lay on {hare, and a few rubs on her keel; the latter had 
received no other hurt than what was perceived yeUerday. 
The pilot ccune on board and informed us, that the Jerfey 

veffels 
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veffels, and alfo [orne fballops ""'hich lay in Grand Bay, \vere ~ 
1786• 

on {hore. September. 

Clear \veather in general to-day, but \ve had [orne flight 
1ho~'ers of rain. 

We got up the yards and topmafls, and both boats vvere re
paired. The maflers of t\VO of the Jerfey veIfels came on 
board and reported that one of the veIfels 'vas got off v .. ,ithout 
having received any perceptable danlage, a nd they expect
ed to get another off to-morro,,'; but that the banker '\'1~ 

bulged, and they doubted whether fbe could be got off or not; 
that a {ballop belonging to a planter \\'ho lived in the harbour 
off La Poile, and had arrived there the t,\renty-third to buy 
provifions for the "rinter, \vas beat to pieces; another, be
longing to the old ll1an, had been upfet at her 11100rings and 
w'as greatly dan1aged ~ alfo that a good deal of dry-H.Ol wa~~ 

[poiled on Durant's Ifland, \';here the JcrIcy fifhcry is carried 
on, and a {kif[ 'which lay 011 the £hore, keel up\Nards, had 
been blown aimoll acrofs the inand, and \\-ould have been 
dri\'en clear over into the fca, had f11C not fallen into a hollo\\/ 
place. The old man and the pilot catne on board and all of 
them declared that they had 110t kno\\-n [0 Ilea\'Y a galL of 
nlany years. In the evening, I took a 010rt \valk upon (he 
largeft of the two iHands which nlake this harbour, and on 
which there fonnedy 'vas a fiillcrr carried on [rolu je l .. , 

fey. 
A fine daya 

There was a very thick fog till noon to-day, during \,' hich 
time every thing was got off fron1 the 111ore: the \\'ind then 
fhifting, the fky cleared' and at half after one, 'we began to 
unmoor; our anchors ,vere at the bo\\·s by four o'clock, and 
we got to rea with a pleafant breeze and fine, clear ,veather. 
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Not having had much wind Ian night, Cape Ray was in fight 
this morning. There was a thick fog for an hour at noon, but 
the refl of the day ,vas clear over head; yet there was low fog 
round the horizon, 'v hich prevented our keeping fight of the 
land fo long as we otherwife fhould have done. 

We founded feveral times to-day on St. Peter's bank, but 
the fog prevented our feeing that iiland. 

Thick fog moll part of the day; in the afternoon it rained for 
fame time, and in the evening, on the fhifting of the wind, the 
{k y cleared. 

At noon \ve faw the land, which we fuppofed to be from 
Cape St. Mary to Point Lance; but as a haze hung over it, we 
could not be certain. 

Dull, with fog at times all day, but when the wind fhifted at 
night the Iky cleared. 

At day-break w'e fc'l\v the land from Cape Race to Cape Bal
lard; we fiood in for it, and at noon ,,'ere within two miles of 
the {hore, and bore a,vay along it. In the evening, being off. 
Caplin Bay, captain Pellew of the Winchelfey frigate, \vhich 
was lying in that harbour, came on board in his boat, and re
turned again at night. 

A very fine day, but fame fog came on in the evening. 

At day-break we aood into Petty Harbour Bay, to within 
half a league of the harbour, then bore away round Cape Spear, 
w here we got a pilot on board, and at noon came to an anchor 
at the back of the fouth head of the narrows of St. John's Har
bour; a to\v-line was then carried out to the firfl: warping buoy, 
and in the courfe of the day the {hip was warped into the har
bour. While the above fervice was performing, I took the 

opportunity 



THE SIXTH VO"YAGE. 

opportunity of getting on board a fifhing boat, "which was turn
ing in, and \vent on {hore in her. I imtnediatel y waited on my 
friend Richard Routh efquire, ColleEtor of the Cufioms, and 
was received in the moll cordial and friendly manner. I found 
here his Majelly's fhip SaliIbury, of fifty guns, on board of 
,vhich is admiral Elliot's f1ag~ file is cOlnmanded by captain Gore. 

I have no'v the plcarure to find lnyfelf completely cured of 
the fciatica, and only a trifling ,veaknefs ren1aining ; chiefly un
der lny left ham. I took up il1y quarters at the London Tavern, 
\vhich is the heft houfe, and a very good one it is for New
foundland. 

After breakfaft I ,vent on hoard the l\1erlin, brought InoH 
of my baggage on iliore, and took my leave of captain Pack .• 
enham and his officers; the latter I !hall ahvays rcmelnber with 
pleafure, for their civility to Inc: but as [0 the forn1cr, I cannot 
fay that lny obligations to hinl, are any great burthen to me. 
Mr. Routh took me \vith hirn to 1\-11-. Ogden's the furgeon of the 
iiland, where ,ve fat do\vlJ, a party of tell, to a very genteel 
dinner; after \vhich \ve played at cll"cis and fu()pcd. 

This \vas ~~ delightful da y. 

Prince \'''il1iam Henry '\\"as here tIlis fltmmer. and by his 
affability and politene[s, gained the arret-Lions of all ranks of peo
ple. But his conduct on a particular occafion, being fueh as 
nlufi reflect a lailing honor on tIle Chardl-Lcr of his Royal High
nefs, I mufi give it a place in ll1y Journal; in order, that I filay 
occafionally refrelh my rl1en10ry ".\~ith a tranfattioll, \\'hich I 
fhould be [orry to forget. 

The Judge of the Admiralty, JuHice Gill, (a man ,,,ho[e 
public conduct, in no one infiance that ever carr.le to 1llY kno\\r~ 
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ledge, did credit to his public ~harac1er) had, by n1eans of his 
deputy, made a very illegal feizure of the property of a poor 
boat-keeper in an adjacent harbour. This Son of Poverty 'vas 
incapable of obtaining red refs by any other means than by 
bringing his caufe to a hearing in the Court of Admiralty, \vhere 
Gill himfelf prefided, but he was too illiterate to plead for him
felf, nor \vas Council to be had. His Royal I-lighllefs, therefore, 
moll readily and nobly fiept fon.\rard, undertook to be his ad
vocate, and aaually pleaded his caufe; and that, in fo forcible 
a manner, painting in the firongell colours the infatnous and 
illegal proceedings of the principal and his deputy, that Gill con
denlned the latter in full damages and cofts of fuit. Thus, by 
a princely and noble benevolence, an honen, and much injured 
man ,,,,as faved frolll utter ruin. 

I waited on His Excellency John Elliot efquire, the Go
vernour of Ne'wfoundland, to 'v hom I was introduced by Mr. 
Routh; he invited us both to dine with him on the nl0rrO\V. I 
dined to-day in cOlnpany ,vith fome of the officers and young 
gentlemen of the Merlin at the London Tavern. 

A very fine day. 

I dined \vith the Governor on the fifth, and all the rell of 
nly time while I remained here ,,'as moil agreeably fpent; as I 
Inet with the greaten civilities from all the principal people (ma
ny of whonl I \vas formerly acquainted ,vith, ",hen I ,vas here 
in the Guernfey l\lan of \\~ ar in the years 1766 and 1768) 
dining and fpending the evening in private farnilies every day. 
The t,,·o Ian days I fpent on board the Echo Sloop of 'Var; 
the firfi w'ith the officers; the fecond with captain Reynolds, 
who appears to be in every fenfe of the word, a Gentleman; 
and, in my opinion, nothing can be a fironger proof of it, than 
the univerfal terms of attachlnent and approbation in which his 
officers conftantly [poke of him. 

When 
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When a captain of a Man of \Var unites the gentleman \vith 
the officer, he ,vill al ways ad vance to the ytlnoft, both the honor 
and interefi of his king and country; for he not only attaches 
every man under his c0111mancl to the fervice, but alfo to hin1-
felf; confequently he is neycr dcferted in time of aRion, or in 
other fervice of danger. Such 111cn are fcldoin known to ,vant 
courage, and are nC\'~T above hearing the opinions of their 
officers on all points of conieql1cncC; but thofc "who behave 
in a tyrannical and ungenllcll1an-like tnanner, are [LIre to difguft 
every nlan \",ith the fcrvice, \\·ho is unfortunate enough to be 
under their conllnanci, and to dri \'C thofe of fpirit and indepen
dence out of it. And as they are obcyed with [~ar and hatred 
only, they are often de[enclI, ,\'l!cn in 111011 necd of {'uppol". 

I ,vas aflonifiled to obf<..?rvc the difference beL ~\', (en t h\~ 111;}il

ners of the inhabil:nlb, and aHa the face of the cOllntry LUH ~ 

and what they \\ (~rc \VhCll I 't,vas here iortnerh-. l\L~lly 

elegant houfes arc built: the ln, ichants li\'c c('ln~~Jrtably~ and 
even luxuriouIh". " the llUli:i).T~; 01 reulcI"" ~i\.: L'T:-:.,d'/ ll1crcakd; 

j • ) • 

abundance of horf, s arc kC}J~; ~llc (~:)untry is clc:ncd, and un-
der cultivation for a gr(-ar ddtlllce fr,}lll t~lC: tCW;l; ;~rc~t plenty 
of potatoes, barlcy, O<t~,: .. S.::c. arc grown: ~lnd t1~c c:'~,ll;s ~ltJFc;lr 
to be as 'ine as the f.)11V -' ('rt 01;: ;, \ "Oul 1 l,,·:,lu,,(c> :') 1,"r,hn,1 1, .1 '-". _._ .. ( .J ' ,-) j l \ . \ l 1 J L , • ~ • ~ '-' ". _J - , 0 l " I • 

General Benedi,~'t ,,-\rn01d :~Whf) Ltc·I? can1e he": [r01n l\e\v 
Brunfwick in a cutter of his 0'.\'1:) J.l),l I;1~~\,jn~' bired the ctlJin 

of the bri~ John. belon"-;llr~' to 'fin!11011tll. -john ~:~:.rLlct O'\Vllcr 
(J . ) (,J , 

and n:ai1:t'r, c11ibarkcd on bC.1rd ol"ti:::t vdid dt t\':o C;'cl0Ck t!2is 
aftcrr.oon; as did lilc\viIc the gCI:cr~il':) k~ \·a;~L ~:Lll a IHln(~~-;_d 
and tleven ddcharged fi01enncn, exclufi-~·c u[' the fhip'~: c,.lnl

pal1y,co~f1ning of ten men; nrd~ing in the whole a IHll:(:i'cd an" 

twenty-four. \Ve laid in for Ollr o\vn Hie, t\VO live 111cep, ic

veral head of poultry, plenty of vegetables, and good !lOl'~ ()f 
C'~:crv 
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every other article \vhich ,ve thought requifite for our paC. 
fage to England. Nothing material happened, till Sunday the 
twenty fecond, ""hen a hard gale of ,vind came on; however, 
we bore the violence of it tolerably well till ten o'clock the next 
night, when our boltfprit was carried away. This 'vas foon 
followed \\'ith the lofs of the fore-mafi, and main-mafi; the 
tiller ,vent next; t\\'O of the deadlights were beat out; the taf
rael carried a\vay; fame cafks of \vater, coals, and in {hart 
every thing wafhed off the quarter-deck; our fileep were 
drowned in the long-boat; and our poultry, together with all 
our vegetables, except the potatoes ,vhich were in the cabin, 
\\rere wallied over-board. The wreck of the bolt-fprit and 
fore-Iuafi, by the lee rigging not being eu t, fiill hung to us; 
and, the veffel being forced over them, they kept beating un
der the bottom for feven hours: when, by the fpirited exer
tions of the Inatc, they ,vere cut a\vay. Never did I experience, 
fuch a night; the fea ran incredibly high; it blew moH tre
mendoully; \\'e expeaed, that, the fea ,vould have beat the 
veffel to pieces, and feared every infiant, that {he would be 
bulged by the wreck, and fink ,vith us. At length day-light 
came, but it niH continued to blow fa hard, that nothing more 
could be done, than to ret up a top-gallant-lnafi abaft, Iaili it 
to the tin1ber-heads, and hoifi a nay-fail to it, to keep the 
veffel fame what fleadier. vVe \\Tere then but four hundred 
and ninety five miles from St. John's; and, as we judged it 
impoffible to get back there, by rearon of the prevalence of 
the we fie rl y winds, ''\'e deternlined on proceeding to\vards 
England; we alfo intended to quit the veffe], if we fhould be fo 
fortunate as to fall in ,vith any other, which '\vould take us on 
board. The day following we began to get up jurY-luafis, 
but it was five days before we completed that bufinefs, and 
were very badl y rigged at lafi, having onl y the main 
bODln for a fore-mafi; a top-maft for a Inain-mafi; with a 

pole 
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pole of firewood on it for a top-lnafi, and a top-gallant-mafl 
abaft" to keep her nearer to the \vind. SOllle days after, we 
made a !hort mafi of planks, and Heped it through a hole cut 
in the quarter-deck, by ,yay of a mizzen-tnafl. Our fails were 
very fe\v, and thofe both old and bad; nor had \ve any to re

place theIn, in cafe they gave out. \Ve exaluincd the quantity 
of ,vater and provifions, and \\'cnt to an allowance of three 
half pints for each pa{fcnger, and dou LIe that quantity for the 
{hip's C0111pany. But twelve <..Lys ~,ft(':·, \ve reduced the paf

[engers to a pint of \vater: and tile i11jp"S CO!l1pany to a quart. 
\Yc h;:~d fcarcely any relnifiion Illr b2.!-d gales of ,,:ind, fr0111 

fouth-caft to fouth fouth-\\TcH:, for 1) \'C '\\recks, \vhich drove us 

into the latitudc of 56°-15' north, \\-111:Jl is quite out of the 
track of all illipping, nor could \'.-C f'c~ch any land 2.$ the ,vind 

then 'vas, except Iceland or Grcenbnd; and thore countries 
were locked up in froft and darknefs. .A.t laft, to our no fnlan 
joy, on Monday the t\\'eLty [e\,cnth of l'{uvelnbcr, it plcaIed 
God to fend us a fine north-\\'eil wind, 'which continued fair 
for us during the ren of the voyage. ()d '~'~'lii[d~y lll~ thiniLth 
we firuck foundings in fixty-fi ve [athol~!.'" of \'\'atcl", bct\\'cen 
Cape Clear and Scilly; and there fa\l,T a difrnallcd, and aban
doned vcIfel. \Vc rent our boat on board her, but got only 
a few keO"s of ,vater; her pro\'iiions and fails ha\'ing- oren ;dl b _ ~ 

taken out. She "Tas the I-!oDl\','cll fr0111 :~e\\·LJllndhnd. laden 
L ' 

'with dry fifh, and belonged LJ Poole. Our allowance (jf \ra-
ter ,vas doubled to-day: the next cLl'.-, it ':.vas cLcrcaL'd to three 

~ ~ .I .. 

pints; and ~\\'e Lnv another v,:iLJ upon a "\vind iar to Lc·,,',u,d. 
On Saturday tIle fecond of DeccrnLcr, \';c [nv ic'/eral \'c~L'I-) 

ahead, and one on our !larboard qu;:ut~r \, .. hich ClIne up '\\'it:1, 

and fpoke us; i11C \vas a finall [chooner [r(ji~l T\'\'illin~~;:t~~, ill 
l{cwfoundland, to Poole; had been out t\';Cllt y fOLlr d:tysJ a:lcl 

had met with no other, than ,\Tcflerly 2nd north-\\'l'iL \\,1n:,1·;. 
She belonged to Mr. Hezckiah Guy, ,,,1:0 ,',-as [onu;.,.'dy a E'r
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vant of 1nine, and "yas commanded by a brother of his. I 
defired him to 111ake a report of me, on his arrival at Poole. 
.A.t three o'clock in the afternoon, \ve had the pleafure to get 
iIght of the land, fro111 the Landsend to the Lizzard. The 
wind veered foutherly in the night, and hlew' hard; and at day 
break 'vc had the mortification to find a very thick fog, ac
companied by a hCLl\'Y gale of-,vind dead on the lliore; but 
at nin~ o'clock, judging thlt 'we were abreafl: of the fiart; a 
full council was called, to determine \vhat \ve fhould do, ,\rhen 
every n1an, except general Arnold, unaninloufiy concluded, 
that it \vould be better to put before the wind and make the 
land at all events, than to keep the rea in our crippled Hate, 
as we did not thinl~ it paffible to clear Portland; in which care~ 
\ve muO: run on fhore in the night. Having made our eleClion, 
we bore aw'ay; and never did I fee fo much anxiety in the 
countenances of men, as appeared in everyone on board; for 
every minute \\'e expected to fee a rocky !hare not far difiant, 
and mofllikely to run upon it. At two in the afternoon the' 
fog cleared a\,yay, and we then got fight of Berry !lead, with 
Tor Bay right a head. A frantic joy now' pervaded. every one~ 
almofi to Inadnefs, and continued for near an hour; by which 
tilne, \ve had four fifhing-boats from Brixham along-fide, and 
in a iliort tin1e, all the paffengers, except general Arnold and 
his fervant, got into them and went on fhore; leaving the 
"eITel fare at an anchor in Babicam Bay. At fix o'clock I land
ed at Brixham, and regaled myfelf on a luxurious and plenti- .. 
ful di!h of beef-fieakes; ,vhich was the firft good meal I had 
Inade, fince the conlmencenlent of our misfortunes. Here I, 
learned that great numbers of veffels, particularly Newfound .. 
landers, had been loft, and others greatly damaged in the late 
gales; one belonging to this port, got in here this morning, a 
greater wreck then we were; having loft her lnafts and nine 
men; all of v,holn had been walhed over-board, '\vhen" her 
mafis were carried away. 

of 

I remained 
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I remained at Brixhanl tiB Tucfday the fifth, \V hen I hired 
a fingle-horfc chair, (no chaiie being to be had) and \\ren t to 

Tinn10uth; \\'here I found the John fafc arrivC'd, al1~l a l':c\',:
foundland veffel, \vhich atte111ptcd to con1C in on Sunday nig11t, 
on {hore t~pon the beach at the n~OllLh of the harbour. ~)n 

Wednefday I got Iny baggage on fll0rc, and '\'as informed by 
the In ate, that, at fuch tinles as I \\'a5 U l 'l.)11 deck general Ar
nold through the ll1cdiuln of hi\ rl'n'~l!: t, h~~d Holen 11:(;:1 (I: 
the wine, "'hich belong-cd to us bOlh, arlu had fold it to the 

[ailars for "'uter~ \"hich he kept for his 0\\'11 ufe. Be th~t as it 
nJay, the facts were there; on cxa111ining the lockers, OiJy U2,l' 

bottle of 'wine ,,'as left, although tbcrc ol!ght to have been n-:orc; 
and there ,,'ere nine bot ties of w~~tcr, not one drop of which I 

'kne\\' of. A fc"r days after \\'C \vere !"cd uccd to a pint of \\'~ter~ the 
general's fervant offered to purchafe [roin the failors, t",o bo~tks 
for me; the price of \"hich \\"(1S to bc a dollar in 11101jCY; I readily 
confeni.ed to give that price, and O!}C bottle \\'as deli\'cred the 
next day; but I could l~C\'Cr get the Otl~CT until Friday L10:, 
vvhen I had no occafion for it ; ;:r:d as I had, for :11011; tin~e pafl, 
obferved the general to ha\'c great abundance of Welter; there is 

very great reafon to believe the mate's report to be a true onc. 

On the feventh I \vent in a chaife to Exeter, u!1d on the eighth 
took a paffage in the ll1ail coach to Blandford; fron1 whence 
I went that night to Poo1e in a c llaile, anJ arrived Zl t ;\1 r. LeI'
ter's houfe at eight o'clock. I-Ie had heard of n1e [roln ~~lr. 

Guy, but, the letter \vhich I \vrote to hin1 fronl Brixhaln hav
ing not yet appeared, he had concluded that \ve \vere carl away 
on Sunday lall:, and that all hands had perifhed. I continued 
at Poole till the fixteeenth, ,vhen I V\Tent to \Vinlbourn; the 
next eveninO' I fet out for London in the Poole ll1ail coach, and o 

. arrived there at nine o'clock on the morning of the eighteenth, 
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Soon after my arrival in London, I Inade application to my 
affignees for refiitution of the goods \vhich they had attached; 
yet although I very clearly convinced them, that they were 
the property of Mr. Collingham and myfelf, and had been ho .. 
nefily obtained, and that Noble and Pinfon could not pollibly 
have any claim on themJ they refufed to refiore them. I threat
ened thenl with la\v; and they propofed arbitration; to which I 
coniented. But they afterwards found a pretence for refufing 
to ugn the bonds, which forced me to affign my part (only one 
hogfhead of oil) to Mr. Collingharn, and then, as his agent, to 
ferve Willialn Pinfon w'ith a copy of a "Trit. My affignees de
fended the action; they put the trial off twice, and attempted 
to do it a third time; but I frufirated their intentions; and when 
the caufe came to a hearing, the great ErIkine himfelf was oblig
ed to declare that he had not a word to fay in defence of his 
client. In confequence of which, Mr. Collingham obtained a 
verdiR for full dan1ages and cofts of fuit, a eircumftance not 
to the honou r of thofe who endeavoured to deprive him of 
his property. I was, however, above two hundred pounds 
out of pocket, by the expenees which I had been at: yet, as 
I had obtained a perfec1 Clire of my fciatica and had pre
vented Iny partner from being fhamefully wronged,. I thought 
the money had been well applied. 

Perhaps it may not be difpleafing to the reader, if I here 
attempt a {hort Natural Hifiory of the country, and add fuch 
remarks as my very confined abilities have enabled me to make. 

Labrador is a large peninfula, joined at the ifihmus to Cana
da, which, together with Hudfon's Bay, bounds it on the weft; 
on the north are Hudfon's Straits; the Atlantic Ocean on the. 
eaft; and the Straits of Bell Ine,. and the Gulph of St. Laurence 
on the fouth. 

The 
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The face of the whole country, at lean: all thofe parts we are at 
prefent acquainted \vith, are very hilly; and in moO: parts moun
tainous. l'hc fouth coafl has great appearance of fertility from 
the fea, but a clofe infpeClion difcovers the foil to be poor, and 
the verdure to conGO: only of coarfe plants, \\'hich are ,veIl 
adapted to the fupport and nourifll1nent of deer and goats, but 
do not appear proper for horfes, kine, or £beep. There is no 
doubt but cultivation would produce good grafs of different 
kinds, and that grazing farms might be eflablifhed; they would 
hnwever, be attended v\'ith too nluch trouble and expenee 
to have thern on a large fcalc; as it vvould be difficult to fence 
againil: the ,\'hite-bears and ,volves, and all kinds of cattle 
Inufi be houftd for nine 1110nths in the year. Corn nlight pof
fibly be raired about the heads of the deepeil: bays, and in the 
interior parts of the country; but the fe,\' experiments \vhich I 
made in nly gardens failed of fuccefs; for the ears ,vere Gnged 
by the froO: before the grain ripened. 

All the eail coan, as far as I "Tent and by ,d!at I could learn 
froln the Efquimaux, exhibits a moil: barren and iron-bound 
appearance; the nl0untains rife fuddenly out of the fea, and 
are conlpofed of a n1afs of rocks, but thinly covered in fpots 
\vith black peat earth; on \vhich gro\v fonle fiunted lpruces, 
elnpetrum nigrunl, and a fe\v other plants, but not l'ufficient to 
give them the appearanc~ of fertility; fuch lanus therefore 
are always denominated Barrens. 

As fonle compenfation for the poverty of the foil, the fea, 
rivers, and lakes abound in fifh, fo\d, and amphibious crea
tures. No country is better furnifhed \vith large, COij \'cnient, 
and fafe harbours, or fupplied with better ,vater; for rivers~ 
brooks, lakes" pools, and ponds are every where t:J be met '\?i~L 

111 , 
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in great abundance._ j\nd I cannot help obferving-here, that 
the fwelled throats, \vhich the inhabitants of many Alpine 
countries are fubjeCl to, are occafioned by the mineral particles 
which the 'waters imbibe in their paffage down certain hills, 
and not to the effeCt of fnow'-\vater; fince no fuch complaints 
are to be found in Labrador, \v here genuine fprings are fo 
fcarce, that I may venture to affirm, nineteen parts out of 
twenty of the waters in tIIat country, are the product of the 
winter fnows. 

All along the face of the eail coail, and \vithin the lTIany ca
pacious bays which indent it, are thoufands of iflands of various 
fizes, on which innumerable multitudes of eider-ducks, and 
other ,vater-fowl breed; the very fmalleft are not withou t their 
inhabitants, if the fpray of the fea does not fly entirely 
over them; and the larger ones have generally deer, foxes, and 
hares upon thenl: the [ornler will f wim out to them, to get clear 
of the \\Tolves \vhich infeft the continent; but the two latter go 
out upon the ice, and ai"C left upon them ,vhen it breaks up in 
the [pring. 

All thore kinds of fi fh which are found in the Artie feas, 
abound on this coaft; and the rivers are frequented by great 
abundance of fahnon, and variou5 forts of fea-trout; pike, barbel, 
eels, river-trout, and fome fe\v other kinds of frelli-water fifh 
are al[o found in them. 

Although, in failing along this coaft, the alloniihed mariner is 
infenfibly drawn into a conclufion, that this country ,vas the 
lall which God made, and that he had no other view than to 
throw together there, the refufe of his materials, as of no ufe 
to mankind, yet, he no fooner penetrates a few miles into a 
bay, than the great change, both of the climate and profpects, 

alter 
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alter his 0plnion. The air then becoines foft and ,varnl; 

bare rocks no longer appear; the land is thick clothed 'with 
timber, which reaches down alrnofl to hiO"h.\vater nlark and o , 

is generally edged \vith gra[s. Fe\v Hout trees are to be 
lllet ,,':ith, until you have advanced a confiderable difiance 
and have Glut the rea out; for the lea air, 1110fl certainly 
has a very pernicious effect upon the gro\';l~l of timber, as 

well as on Hlany other things. T'he ben tinlber, is generally 
found near the head of the tide, and by the fides of brooks. 
My buunefs rcqt:iring a great deal of all forls, and a 111U!ti

tude of rinds, it Dccaille necclfary for Ine, in alliny ranges 

through the \\-o:)ds, to kc :"'P a very i11arp look-out lor 
whatever ll1ight be of ule; 'f,vhi~h 11~~~;1 ~',llly led 1l1~ to Ina!~(' 

obfervations, on the inclinatio~l and cour1~ of nature, in Ll!\, 

propagJtion and ~~To'xth of ti tllber. 

\Vhether it be owi].}[I" to the clinlaL?, or to the foil o[ th;:-. 
<J 

country I \vill not take upon L:~ to L~~:, but the fact is, thai 
nature is difpofcd to cL)the th~ groc:,l< ',vith ()l"LICeS and firs; 

intermixing a Fe"'" larches, birdl, and arpens fparin,:.;ly, along 
~hc edges of tbofe 'woods \'y'hich grc :.r adjoilling to the i110rcs 

of the bayE'., rivers, brooks, and 11°"",\; '\\Thcre olJly, they a1'
ri~/e at 2.ny Jcgree of pc!"fection. :~lth 1!1'_~1l :lb'!ndance of larches 
will gro\'\'· upon the ii~.L:s of the barrc'1 l i:l!-.; aluilg l!lC lea-coan, 
vet I never fa\'., one, in [nch fitt;atiu:;s~ \,·hich \\':is v:" ::ny \'~duC'. 
if, through the carelcfIi'lcfs of thole \Vf:O 1l1'.d~C 111'-:":; lD the \,'oocls 
or by lightning, the old flJa:cc \':u~)J) (~!e bU:l1t dc',\',', ~n
dian-tea is gcnc:"ally the firil thing \\':l!C:l :~·\~·!~~.~s 111\: currants 
[ol1o\v next, and after theIn, birch. ./is th:.~ pll~.t; of t< ldl 

comtTIonly fpring up within three Of fonr feet uf (',lC~l ut!L'r. 

they are foun dra\vn up, and Inake 1110£1: e:~ccllc!:t i:.;'):):;; ~,,
bout wl~ich time, the [oruces and iii"'; \\Till be [prur,g up ;~~:.:();":;.; , 
theIn, to the height of t\\TO, three, or fOLlr feet. '.vhcn ~~',r 

Indi~LIl~ 
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Indian-tea and currants will be nearly killed. The birches 
having now locked their heads fo clore that the fun cannot 
penetrate through the foliage and requiring more nourifhment 
than the ground is able to give to each plant, they begin to fhew 
confumptive fymptonls, by the under branches dying; and as 
fome few of the fironO'er ones rob thofe which are weaker, the o 
1 atter decay altogether, and what remain grow to pretty flout 
trees: yet it is ahnofi ilnpoffible to find one of them found, 
by their not being thinned in proper tilDe, fo as to admit the 
genial rays of the fun, and a free circulation of ail', to invi
gorate and fertilize the earth; and to alIa,,,, each plant a fufficient 
portion of land for its fupport. At length the fpruces and firs 
over-top, and kill the birches; and, when it fo happens that they 
do not frand too thick and the foil fuits theln, they '\Till arrive 
at a great fize; particularly the ,vhite-fpruce. \\lhere there is 
a poverty of foil, and they grow' clore together, they are black, 
crabbed, and moffy; confequently of no value: but vvhere 
the foil is pretty gooel, if they fiand too thick, yet they run clear 
and tall, and attain fubftance [ufIicient for fhallop's-oars, {kiff's
oars, fiage-beams, rafters, longers, and other purpofcs, for \vhich 
length is principally required. I-fad not nature difpo[ed them to 
{hoot their roots horizontally, the adventurers in that country 
,,,"ould have found a great difficulty in building veffels of any 
kind for it is from the root, ,vith part of the trunk of the tree; 
that moft of the tinlbers are cut; and no others \vill fupply 
proper fielns, and other p'l-r.ticular titnbcrs. 

,Yhen a fire happens on a peat foil, at the end of a very dry 
fumlner, the whole of it is burnt away to a great depth; and 
,,,,ill not only, produce no good timber again, but alfo, is both 
dangerous and troublefolne to walk over; for great numbers 
of large nones and rocks, are then left expofed on the furface, 
and the Indian-tea, currants, &c. which gro,v bet\veen, often 

prevent 
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prevent their being difcovered in time to avoid a bad fall: but ,...~;-, 
if the fire happens early in the fummer, or when the ground is I 

wet, the foil takc-s no datnage. The burnt \voods are alfo 
very bad to ,,,aU,- through, until the trees are felled and pretty 
well gone to decay; but in ho\v many years that will be, I had 
no opportunity to obferve; I know it is not a few, and that it 
depends on p~rticular circumflances. 

\Vhen the ,\'oods are left to nature, the gro,vth of the titnber 
is very flo,,', for I fe Idom fa,,, even a young tree, \vhich fent 
forth an annual {hoot above fix inches in length; in general it 
was only one. \\'hereas, I always obferved them to grow from 
t\velve to eighteen inches in a yea:1

, ,..,nerevcr all the old trees 
had been felled, and the young O~h~S \vere left at a confiderable 
difiance frotn each other; they alfo looked 111uch more healthy 
and beautiful; ,\'hich fully proves ho'w abfolutely neceffary the 
[un, air, and a fufficient Ipace of ground are to the grovvth of 
good timber. 

Since my return to England, I have taken particular notice of 
aU the young plantations 'v hich I have met \vith, and I [carcely 
kno,,, one of ten years gro\vth that is not greatly injured, and 
moil: of thofc \vhich are older totally ruined, by not being fuf
ficiently and timely thinned; f.::w of thenl in truUl have ever 
been thinned at all. E very one "rill fay "Plant thick; and af~ 
"terwards thin." But ,vh~re is the Juan \\'ho has not forgot 
the latter injunaion? I mufi confefs I do not kno\\r hiln: for 
not one of thofe few ,vhom I have obferved to thin, either began 
in time, or did it fufficiently \\'hen he did begin. I lnufi there
fore fuppofe, that if all perfons \\'ho plant, \vould take care never 
to place a tinlber-tree, or fuffer one to :!land nearer to another 
than the diameter of the fpread of its o\vn branches, from the 
outer branch of itfclf to the outer branch of its next neighbour, 
VOL. III. G g with 
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with the intermediate fpace filled up with birch,alh,orotherpole
wood, (\V hich fhould be regularly hagged in a certain term of 
years proportioned to their growth) the beft timber which the 
foil could produce, ,,,,ould mofi likely be obtained; the planta
tions would becolne beautiful, magnificent, and valuable; there 
would be a confiant fuccellion of excellent covert for game, and 
an annual income to defray the expence. And as a fir fallow 
is of all others the IllOfi deplorable, I ,,,,ould advife a mixture of 
oaks to fucceed the firs, not only to render the affemblage more 
beautiful, but for the benefit of the navy in particular, and 
pofierity in general. 

Labrador produces but feven forts of trees which are worthy 
of that appellation: viz. black, white, and red fpruce, larch, 
filver fir, birch, and afpen; at lean, if there be any others} they 
muH gro,v on the confines of Canada. Thofe next in fize, are 
willow, mountain a{h, and cherry; the two former grow up in 
Inany fiems, as if from old frools, and I never faw one thicker 
than a good hedge-fiake; but the latter is a fingle fiandard, and 
I believe very fcarce; for I met with them by the fide of one 
hill only, w here they flood in good plenty, and were about fe
ven or eight feet high, but not more than three inches in cir
cumference; the fruit was fmall, taHelefs, and nearly all fione. 
The rell are mere fhrubs; they are the alder, ofier, dog-berry, 
baked-pears, juniper, currants, rafpberries, with a few others, 
and I once, if not twice, faw a fnlall goofeberry-bufh. The 
fruits confifl of various kinds of berries, viz. currants, rafp
berries, parLridge-berries, empetrum nigrum, baked-apples, 
baked-pears, w hortle-berries of two forts, cranberries, and 
a fmall berry \vhich gro'vs in a gravelly or fandy foil, the plant 
of whIch refembles that of the firawberry, each producing but 
a fingle fruit, 'v hich is of a bright pink colour, granulated like 
a mulberry, and has a delicious flavour; they are but fcarce on 

thofe 
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thore parts of the earl coafi \vhich I ,vas upon, for I met with 
them on a few fpots only in the neighbourhood of Sandwich 
Bay, but at L'ance a Loup they were more abundant; and 
there alfo, I faw tolerable plenty of fcarlet firawberries, which 
were the only ones I ever obferved in that country. 

As to plants, unce I alll no botanill, I !hall beg leave to fay 
no more of them, than that I believe there is no very great 
variety, and but fcvv, if any, ,vhich arc not to be Illet with, in 
other northern countries. 

The only vegetables ~Nhich I found fit to eat, were alexan~ 
der (or ,,·ild celery,) fathen, [curvy -grafs, the young leaves of 
the Oller, and of the ground-whortleberry; Indian-fallad, red
docks, and an alpine plant, ,vhich the rein-deer are very fond 
of. Fathen, however is no where to be met \vith, but \vhere 
the ground has been dug. 

The foil is monly of a light kind, yet clay is common to be 
met with in moa harbours, and in the beds of rivers, below 
high-water mark; though I met ,\Tith a fpot of firong, blue 
clay by the fide of Hooppole Cove in St. Lew·is's Bay, on 
which grew good birch and other trees. 

That the mountains in Labrador contain fOlne kinds of ores, 
I make no doubt; but none have yet been difcovered, except 
that of iron \vhich I believe is in great plenty, fince iron-aone 
is very common alonO' moil: of the !hores; and I met with fe", 

(:) 

veral [mall fprings, which had a weak chalybeate tafie, and tin~ 
ged the ground red. Nor is there any great chance of ores 
being found, unlefs it !hould appear to the day, by the fide 
of fome cliff; moft of which founder more or lefs every 
fpring, by the crevices in the rocks filling with the drainage 
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of the earth, and by the expanfive power of the froft aCliDg 
like fo many wedges all the winter; in confequence of which 
many tons of rocks fall down as foon as the ice is thawed. 
White f pa r is very common ; and [everal famples of that beau .. 
tiful one called Labrador fpar, has been picked up by the 
Efquimaux, of which there is one large piece in the Leverian 
Mufeum: but have not yet been able to learn, that any but 
detached pieces, have been met with; all of which were picked 
up upon the land-wallie 

The birds of that country, I prefume, are common to moIl: of 
thofe which border upon the arctic circle, they are the white
tail eagle, falcons, hawks, and owls of va'rious kinds; raven, 
white-groufe, ptarmigan, fprucegame, whiftling-curlew, grey
plover, various kinds of fandpipers, and other waders; gee fe, 
ducks of various forts, £hags, gulls, divers of various forts, 
{wallows, martins, fome few fpecies of fmall birds, fnipes, 
and doves; but the two laft are very fcarce, for I do not recol. 
lea ever feeing more than five fnipes and two doves. It is 
rather fingular, that nothing of the heron kind ever vifit that 
country, {ince the freLh-waters are fo abundantly flocked 
with trout, and I have feen bitterns in Ne",foundland. 

The beans, are bears both white and black (of the latter I 
am told, there are two kinds, one of which have a white ring 
round their necks, and the Efquimaux fay, "They are very 
ferocious," but I never faw one of them, or even a fkin) rein
deer, wolves, wolverines, foxes of various kinds, viz. black, 
filver, crofs, yellow, white, and blue; martens, lynxes, otters~ 

mink, beavers, mufquafh, racoons, hares, rabbits, and moles. 
There may be other kindsl _ but they did not come within my 
obfervation. 

The 
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The native inhabitants are two difiinct nations of Indians; 
Mountaineers and Efquimaux. The Mountaineers are tall, 
thin, and excellent walkers; their colour greatly refembles that 
of our gypfies; probably occafioned, by their Leing con .. 
fiantlyexpofed to the ,,,eather and fmokey whigwhams. In 
features they bear a firong refclnblance to the French, which 
is not to be wondered at, fince they have had an intercourfe 
'with the Canadians for fo nlany years, that there are few, I 
believe, who have not fon1e French blood in them. There 
people inhabit the interior parts of the county, ,vhich they 
travcrfe by the affi!l:ance of canoes, covered with birch-rinds, 
in the [ummer; a~ld of rackets, or fnow·.lhoes, in the winter. 
Their \Vc apons are guns and bows; the latter are ufed only to 

kill moor-ganlc, but their chief dependance is on the gun, and 
they are excellent markfmen; particularly \yith fingle baH. 
They are wonderfully c1e,"er at killing deer, otherwife they 
would fiarve; and when they are in a part of the country, in 
the ,vinter time, where deer are [carce, they "rill follow a herd 
by the fiot, day and night, until they tire them quite down; 
when they are fure to kill thelu all. I nlufi not be underfiood 
literally, that they take no rerr all that time, for, if the night is 
light enough, they rell only four or fi \"e hours, then pur[ue 
again; \vhich fpace of tilne, being too 1hort for the deer to 

obtain either food or refi, they are cOlnmonly jaded out by 
the fourth day. The Indians paunch apd leave thetn, then go .. 
back to their families, retur!1 inlmediately ,,"ith bag c~D2 bag~. 

gage, and remain there until they have ea~en them ail ; -;;'v'hen, 
if they have not provided another fupply elfe"vhere, they look 
out a fre!h. But wh~n.; deer are plentiful, they are quickly 
provided with food without much trouble, for, as t\vo or three 
families ufually go together in the winter time, fome poll: 
t~emfelves to leeward of the herd, while others go to wind~ 

--;-··~~~r~ . . .,. c V!> 
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ward, and drive them down; by which means, it feldom hap
pens that they all efcape. When they have good fuccefs among 
the deer, they alfo kill mon furs; for then, they have leifure 
to build, and attend to deathfalls, in which they kill foxes and 
martens. Porcupine hunting is an employment affigned to 
the women, and is a good refource, where there are ftrong, 
fir woods. 

Beavers they can do nothing at in' the ,vinter, on account 
of the froft, but they. kill numbers of thern in the fpring and 
autumn; and even all the fummer through: but one good 
Englifh furrier will kill m ore than four Indians, where thofe 
anitnals are numerous. They kill beavers by watching for, 
and {hooting them; or, by flaking their houfes ; the method of 
doing which, I \vill endeavour to explain: If the pond, where 
the beaver houfe is, be not capable of being drawn dry, they 
cut a hole through the roof of the houfe into the lodging, to 
difcover the angles; they then run flakes through at the edge 
of the water, where the houfe is ahvays foft, parallel to each 
other, acrofs each angle, and fo near together that no beaver 
can pafs between. The Rakes being all fitted in their places 
they draw them up to permit the beavers to return into the 
houfe, (the hole on the top being covered up fo clofe as not 
to admit any light) and then hunt with their dogs, backwards 
and forwards, round the edges of the pond, to difcover where 
they have hid themfelves under the hollo",l' banks; taking ef
pecial care, not to go near the houfe, until they can find them 
no longer any where eHe. They then approach it very cau
tioufly, replace the frakes with the utmoR expedition, throw 
the covering off the hole, and kill them with fpears made for 
the purpofe. When they have a canoe, they will drive the 
pond in the manner already defcribed, without difturbing the 
houfe; and, when they [uppo[e the beavers are all in, they 

place 



THE SIX1'H VOYAGE. 

place a firong net round it; then luaking an opening, they ~ 
kill them as they firike out of the houfe. They will alfc, place 17

86
• 

a net acrors a contraction in the pond, where there happens to 
be one, and kill thenl there, in the courfe of dri ving. But, as 
it is [eldom that the \vhole cre\v or family are killed by thefe 
means, h~rmit ceavers arc ah,vays obferved to be moIl: nume-
rous in thofe parts of the country \vhich are frequented by In-
dians. The ~lountaineers are alfo very dexterous in imitating 
the call of every bird and beafl:, by \vhich they decoy them 
clofe to their lurking-places. And as the deflruclion of aniluals 
is their whole fiudy, there is not one, \vhofe nature and haunts 
they are not perfecUy well acquainted \vith: infomuch, that one 
man will maintain himfelf, a \\Iife, and five or fix children in 
greater plenty, and \vith a n10re regular fupply than any Eu .. 
ropean could fupport hinl[clf lingl y, although he were a better 
£hot. 

_t\s thefe people never flay long in a piace, confequently they 
never build hou[es, but live the year rou;1d in luifcrablc \vhig~ 
whams; the coverings of \vhich, arc dccr-fkins and birch rinds: 
the !kins which they ure for this '1uroo!c, as well as for clothes; 

l ... 

are tainted, to take off the hair, then \'.'afhed in a lather of brain~ 
and water and afterwards dried and 'f\vcl! rubbed: but for \vinter , 
ufe, they will alfo have jackets of beaver, or deer-Il.inc:~ with the 
hair on. }:AS to the morals of there people, I cannot fj)('aL. much in 
pra; fe of theIn, for they are greatly addicted to drunkennefs and 
theft. 1~hey profefs the Romiih Relig!')l1; but kno\\7 no mor~ 
of it, than merely to repeat a prayer or t\\·o, count their beads, 
and fee a priefi vehenevcr they go to Quebec. 

The :Sfsuimaux being a detachluent from the Greenlanders, 
or thof~ from them, any attclupt of mine to defcribe them, 
would be impertinent; 1inee that has already been done by 

much 
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much abler pens. I \vill therefore content myfelf with faying, 
they are the bell: tempered people I ever lnet with, and moft 
docile: nor is there. a nation under the fun, with which I 
would fooner trufi my perron and property; although, till 
within thefe few years, they were never known to have any 
intercourfe with Europeans, without committing theft or mur
der, and generally both. 

The Climate is remarkably healthy, as an attentive reader 
mull obferve in perufing my journal. The winters are very 
long and fevere, but the cold is of a' pleafant kind; never 
caufing a perfon to fbi ver, as it does in England; neither could 
I ever obferve, that the rudden, and great tranfitions which 
are fo often experienced, had any bad effea on the conftitution; 
nor do I know of one endemical complaint. Agues I never 
heard of, although Phyficians tell us, "They are caured, by 
fiagnate ,vaters and too much wood" both of which there are 
in the greaten: abundance there. A few miles from the rea, 
the weather, in the fummer time, is quite warm, and the air 
has a remarkable foftnefs in it; but the multitudes of mofchetos 
and fand-flies are inttlerable grievances. On the fea coaft, 
the air is much cooler, and it is very ra,v and cold indeed, 
when the wind comes in from the ocean; occafioned by the 
prodigious quantities of ice fo immediately contiguous to the 
coaft, whereby the water itfelf is always in a chilled flate. 
Were it not for the immenfe quantity of frefh ,vater, which is 
continually running into the fea from the rivers, brooks, and 
drainage of the land, caufed by the melting of the incredible 
quantity of fno,v which falls in the courre of . the winter, that 
coaft would long fince have been inacceffible to £hips; for the 
fummers are neither long, nor hot enough to diifolve the ice: 
wh~reas~ thefe waters raife the furface of the fea fo much higher 
than that which lies nearer to the equinoctial line, that they 

occafion 



occafion a confiant current to the fouthward; by which l1leans 
the ice is d ragged along into a "vanner climate, w here it is dif
{olved. 

The inlmenfe iflands of ice, ,,,,hieh are daily to be fecn near 
" 

the coan of Labrador, can be fonned in the follo~.ving nlanner 
only. The fea in the extrelne north, is of fuch a depth, th~~~ 
navigators ba ve often not been able to find the bottoln \\yith a 

line of an hundred fathoms, evell clofe to the fll0re; the land 
is very high, and Illany parts of the {hore are perpendicular 
cliffs; the face of the coaft being greatly broken, nutnbers of 
bays and coves are formed thereby: and thofe are defended 
from any [well rolling into theln fronl the lea, by the prodigi
ous quantity of flat, lo'w ice, \vhich almon continually covers 
that part of the ocean, and '\\'hicb~ it 111ay be prefulned, prc~ 
vents thofe bays and covers froll1 breaking up for one, t'\"o, or 
Inore years together. The revere fron of one winter ,,,ill form 
flat ice upon them, of an incredible thicknefs: that ice is deeply 
covered \vilh the [now's \vhich are continudly falling, and a 
thoufand tilnes nlore is dri fted upon it fron1 the adjoining land, 
until the accumulation is beyond all conception. On the return 
of [ummer, the [un and rdif!s caufe the fno\v to beCOnll: "vet 
and {brink together; "Then the froil from beneath, Hriking up 
through the whole mafs, confolidatcs it into a firn1 body of ieeo 
In this Inanner it keeps continually ~cclllnulating until the ad~ 
joining fea gets clearer of drift ice than ufuCll, '.\ hen a gale of 
wind happening fronl the [outh\vard, fends in fuch a f\rell a'?, 

rips up the whole, and divides it into many pieces, refenlblin~ 
fiupendous ,,,,hite rocks, which are flo'vly dragged to the 
fouthward by the current. As feveral of thofe if1ands may be 
fOlne years before they arrive in a climate that is capable of difQ 
folving them, it is more than probable~ that in the mean tilnc) 
VOL. III. H h they 



TH'E SIXTH VOYAGE~ 

they gain Inore in the courfe of each \\,inter, than they lore in 
the intermediate fUlnmer. When they have advanced fome 
dinancc to the [outl1\vard, they tha\v fo much fafter under 
,vater than they do above it, that they lofe their equilibrium, 
upfet, and fall" in pieces; otherwife, I verily believe that fome 
of them would drive almofi'to the equinoClialline, before they 

,verc entirely diffol ved. 

The jam-ice is formed upon the coaft, by the freezing of 
the ,vater on the furface of the fea, and by the fnow which 
falls into it, and is driven together by the wind, until it is ten 
or tVlelve feet thick, and cemented, in the courfe of the 
winter, by the penetrating po\ver of the froft; which, having 
fanned the furface into a folid body, firikes through it, and 
acts 'with piercing vigour equally on \vhat ever it touches below; 
Jnd the \vater, at that time being as cold as poffible to remain 
in a fluid nate, gives but little refiftance to the action of the 
fron. I am cO:lfirmed in this opinion, from having had the new 
icc cut through to creep for real-nets, when we have found fe
veral feet of foft lolly underneath; all of which has been ce
rnented into firm ice before it broke up in the following fpring. 
The br~aking up of Baffin's Bay, Hudfon's Bay, the bays in 
Labrador, and the tickles between the numerous iilands, all 
contribute their quota; and the fea is fo completely fubdued by 
it fome certain winters, that I am of opinion, there is not a drop 
of clear ,vater to be met with any where benveen Spotted Uland 
and Iceland; nor on the north-weft fide of that line: for I have' 
knov;n gales of wind to blow dead on the £hore, and to lall 
for three days, yet the ice which joined to the land, had no 
more motion, than the rocks to ,vhich it was frozen; that 
was fcarce pollible to have happened, had there been any open 
V{ater to ,vindward. 

Dews, 
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Dc\v's are fo little known in this country, that I feldom ob-

.ferved any, unlers there had been a fog in the night: and, during 

every hot day in the funl1ncr, a vapour appcar5 to lkim a.long 
the furfacc of all open ground:~, \\'hich reieL1bles that of an in
tenfe, red bot fire, and prevents the Jiflirl(Tuifhin CT of an obieEt 

'0 0 J 

at a diflance. I do not rccol1ccl to ha.ve obfcrved the [anle in 

~ngland. 

During tile fLlnl1ncr, trc~velLn;_,; by land to any diflant place, 
is not only very unplc] Cant, but it i:.; alll1of1: impr:l':·:'ticable. It 
lnufl be pc.riornlccl on foot; tlh~ tra\'dlcr rnufi carry his pro

vifions. hatchet, and 'what other tbin,(:,s he has oecaGon for upon 
his bac1~; hi<; coude ,vill be conti[ju~1iy il~terrupted by rivers9 

lakes, or laL~c pond~~~ he ,\<ll Gnd t:le ,\roods intolerably hot~ 
he '\'ill find tl1c' ground, <111no11 c\'ery \vherc, gi'vc ,,\'ay under 
his feet, as if he \\'(Te walking upon a bed of fponge; and he 
,vill be inceffantly tornll'nted by Inillions of nies. But it is 
(':~cellent \valking in the \vinter, \\'ith a pair of rackets; and 
there is no obflruEtion fron1 '''later, as all ,vaters are firnJly fro
z<."n. The Efquin1aux Inakc ufe of a long fled, about t\venty

one feet bv fourteen inches, the fides of \vhich are made of 
J 

t\vo-inch plank, about a Coot broad; the under edges are !hod 
\vith the jaw-bone of a \\'hale, a quarter of un inch thick, 
fafl:ened on vlith pelTs Inadc out of the tcct!l (If thl~ fC':l-co\y; ,-, 

acrofs the upper ec1~es, arc pb;'~'d blUdU, tLin L~Hl('ns to fit 
and flo\v their baggage upon. 'They yoke a nnlllucr of Hout 
dogs to this ned, and travel at the rate of fix c;r fc\'Cn luiles 
an hour upon icc, or· barren hills: but they cannot go into 
the woods, for the dogs \vould not only bog in the fno\v there$ 
but the fled would {ink too deep, anJ DC ah\'JY:-; getting 
foul of the young trees. The l\lountainccr nlethocl ic; the 
only one adapted for the interior parts of the country: their 
fleds are Inade of hvo thin boards of birch; each about fl'-;: 

H h 2 inches 
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inches broad, a quarter of an inch thick, and fix feet long: 
thefe are fall:ened parallel to each other by flight battens, fewed 
on \vith thongs of deer-fkin; and the foremoll: end is curved up 
to rife over the inequalities of the fnow. Each individual who 

, is able to \\ralk, is furnifhed with one of thefe; but thofe for 
the children are proportionably lefs. On them they Row all 
their goods, and alfo their infants; which they bundle up 
very \\'arm in deer-ekins. The two ends of a leather thong are 
tied to the corners of the fled; the bright, or double part of 
which is placed againll: the breafl, and in that manner it is 
dra\vn along. The men go firfi, relieving each other in the 
lead by turns; the ,vomen [o11o\v next, and the children, ac
cording to their firength, bring up the rear; and, as they aU 
walk in rackets, the third or fourth perron finds an excellent 
path to \valk on, let the [now be ever fa light. 

The bufineffes hitherto carried on by the Englilh, are the 
fallle with thofe on the ifiand of Newfoundland. The exports 
nre codfifh, falmon: oil, whalebone, and furs; but the latter are 
l11uch fuperior to any of the fame kind \vhich are killed upon 
that ifiand, and fe\v parts of the world produce better. 

Not,~ithnanding the many difadvantages, which that country 
labours under, froiTI poverty of foil, !hort fummers, long ,vin
ters, and fevere froils, yet I am clear, that art and good man
agen1ent are capable of making great improvements; and if 
the obfervations which I made on the effeas of certain ma
nures, in that country and Newfoundland, can be of any ure 
in England, I alall think my time well befiowed in COmlTIUrn

eating them. 

In one garden which I made, where the ground was a col
lection of (beer, fine gravel, ,vithout a particle of foil that I 

conld 
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could percieve, the firfi crop was, \vhat I thought a very fair 
one; but at the end of the [unl1ner, I had a quantity of rotten 
fea-,veed dug in. The follovving [ummer, to prevent the 
ground being fo luuch dried up as it had been the preceding 
one, I tranfplanted cabbages, cauliflo\vers, and lettuces, \vhen 
very young, and carefully covered the whole of the ground 
between theIn, with frei11 fea-\Nced, \\rhich had a lnoil: excellent 
effect; for, by that ll1eans, there \\'as a conHant 11loiilure pre
fcrved, and the plants arrived at great perfection. 

In another garden, \vhere the foil \".:as a hot, fine [and, the 
lira year's crop \vas nothing to boafl of; but, as I carried on 
a great [alnlon-fiillery at that pltice, I LtllowC:'u part of it the 
follo\ving [ummer, and covered it \vii.Il the entrails of the [al
mon, \\Thich contain abundance of L!t; in the courfc of three 
years, by Inanuring it in that Jnanner; the [and ,vas ablolutcly 
hecome too fU'ong and adhefivc . 

. '\ II the fcaling-poHs nuw exhibit a VeT)' dili~rcnt appeaL:nce 
frolll \vhat they originally did, froln ~:1',-~ ~~lc:ti. qu:tntity of oil 
that h:.ls been Ij)il t U PO:1 the groll ;-,d I' :l' ;-y Ii n-i tlg, and the 
")tltrel~" :'..1'0'1 ~,r t11" rcals' I '1"{"\~I:'" ;, f~'" r'\~r"'l"'L" ~ 1.4 '--- \.. " U .,. 1 '-- 1 ~ '--- l4L 1 ~ _ (~1 \. .. ) .1,. '" ... '- - _. . ... '" ." '- • 

On la:1ding i:l the barbour ()[ Cdtali~Lt, O~l L1y lJ't \'oyage 
fronl Trinity to LabradlJr, I obLrvcd ~ ll~xl!ridLcy oC bcrb~lgc, 
v~'hich I did not fupporc the foil, iil llLtt pJ.rt ~Jf the '\\"0~'ld ca
pable of producing; but on a clO{~T inIl]ccLon I lound, the 
extent of that fertility ,\'as conIl nc d to t~1v!e r" !~~ ~xs O~l \.' hich 
fi ih had formerly been Cll r~'cl; fOll1e rn)~,ll d\.,:~ rLC {_;1' \' ;_TclLIr" > 

appeared on the adjoining land, \vhich I kn:..'\; Ll:';;~ ;;;tVC Ih ClI 

111uch tranl~)lcd on ; Lut bCYOiid that, the clid: c~LiL:tcd it,~ 
.. 1 b fl ' I " f >.' > '" :-1 • ],r. ' 1 . ; , '- () '1 :. f ·1 ;, 'f onglna :lrreil lLlt-:. \V .. b C'):1 '-I LL'o.Y .'~-" 1.., l I' ... , 

I i L. 

; : 1l.L 

'')3-- I 
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that the brine, 'which drained out of the fifh \vhen they were 
firft fpread, \\'as the caufe of fo great an alteration: and I was 
confirmed in this opinion, on my arrival at Conch; \vhere I found 
but few of the fanner fiOling-rooms occupied, and all the refl 
bearing a burden of ane grafs, \vhieh \vould not have difgraced 
the beft meadows in England; while the furrounding land 
fiill remaiLl d as barren, as any other parts of the iIland. 

All the old encalnplnents of the Efquimaux, point thelnfelves 
out to you on failing along the {hore. And the [outh-\vefi 
point of Great liland, on which I had a eod-fifhcry for three 
fucceffiye fUlnnlers, is no\v covered with grafs, \\'hcre nothing 
but heath fonnerly gre\v. 

~ly garden in lfihmus Bay, which the reader \vould ob
ferve, produced excellent crops the firfl: year, by being ma
nured with fca-\veed and offals of fifh; and alfo by Inixing a 
greater portion of the barren fand that lay underneath, anl0ng 
the peat foil on the [urElCc, it has fince~ I have been i~}fonnedJ 
brought every thing to a degree of perfection, \\Thich had never 
been feen in that part of the \\"orId, in any former year. 

Hence it appears to mc, that nothing can fo effec1ually 
improve and alter the nature of hot, barren [Ind, as uncruous, 
animal nlanures; finee, by binding it, the lTIoifture is relained 
much longer; and more food is obtainul for the plants \vhieh 
are gro\vn upon it. But the \vorfl of it is, that fueh manures 
are to be had in England, but in frnall quantities only, and at 
a great expenee, unlefs the refufe of the whale's fat, after the 
oil has been extraC1ed, \vill have the fame effect; but I fhould 
reject the {kin, as a fubfianee not likely to anfwer any good 
purpolc. For the fame reafons that I would recommend unc-

tuous 
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tuous manures to dry fand land, I would not attempt to put ~~, 
them upon Hrong foils, left they fhould beconle too adhefive. 

The black peat, or C(1r foil, I fhould fuppofe, \\~ould receive 
great benefit from an admix[ure of barren [and, allifl:ed by the 
produce of the fold yard. But, as in England, that kind of 
land generally lies fa lo\v as to be very difficult to drain, little 
is to be expected from it, unlefs that can effeEtuall y be done . 

• 
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F ARENHEIT's THERMOMETER, 
Taken at RANGER LODGE, Lat. 52° 18' l'.Jorth. Lon. 53° 39' Wen, 

in the years 1770 and 177a. .A.t CHARLES HARBOUR, Lat. 52° 
18' North. Lon. 53° 29' \Veil, in the year 1774. f\.t CARIBOU 
CASTLE, Lat. 53° 48' North. Lon. 56° 47' Wen, in the years 
1777 and 1778. And in ISTHMUS BAY, Lat. 53° 47' North. Lon. 
56° 30 ' Wen, in the years 1785 and 1786. It was out of doors in 
the filade, and \vas generally obferved at day-light in the Morning, 
when higheH in the l\.fternoon, and after dark at Night. 
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LABRADOR: 

A 

POE TIC ALE PIS T L Ee 

W ELL may you, Charles, aftonifhlllent cxpre.ls 

To fee my letter in poetic drefs .. 

How can he, you ,vill fay, in Nature's fpight, 

"'ho ne'er found tinlc to read, atten1pt to write? 

Write verfes too! and words to meafure cut! 

Unikill'd in cutting, [ave at Loin or Butt. *' 
No Inatter how; a projeEt's in my head} 

To write more ver[es, than I've ever rcad .. 

The \vhim has feiz'd Inc: now you know my fchen1e; 

And my lov'd LABRADOR !hall be Iny Theme. 

VOL. III. A The 

'X- In his younger days, the Author had a remarkable good appetite, 
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The Winter o'er, the Birds their voices tune, .. 

To welcome in the genial month of June. 

Love crouds with feather'd tribes each little Ine, 

And all around kind Nature [eems to [mile. 

No"r Geefe and Ducks and namelefs numbers more, 

In focial flocks, are found on every {hore. 

Their eggs to leek, \ve rove from Ine to Ine, 

Eager to find, and bear away the [poil: 

rfhefe in abundance, every hand picks up, 

And ,vhen our toil is o'er, on thefe we fup. 

The Furrier now the Fox and Mart gives o'er, 

'To trap the Otter rubbing on the fhore. 

'The Rein-deer flag, now' lean and timid grown, 

In dark receiTes, filent feeds alone. 

The Willow's tender leaf, and various plants,._ 

He fails to fi nd not in thofe dreary haunts. 

His fearful Hind, now Ihuns the Wolf's dire wiles,. 

And feeks her- fafety on the neighb'ring HIes; 

Whether in Lakes, or near. the Ocean's {hore, 

Cleaving the liquid wave, {he ventures o'er. 

No\v pond'rous grown, the Nature's law obeys, 

And on the ground her tender nurning lays .. 

O'er this the watches with maternal care, 

Nor danger dreads, unlers felf man comes there; 

(Him, beaU of prey, or Rock, or Wave ne'er ftops) 

For, mark'd by him, to him a prey £he drops. 
Fond,. 



( a J 
Fond, in the Sunl1ner, on young t\vigs to browIc. 

The focial Beavers quit their 'Vinter's houfe. 

Around the Lake they cruife, nor fear nliillap, 

And fport unheedful of the Furrier's trap. 

The Salmon now no Inore in Ocean play, 

But up frefh Rivers take their filent way. 

For them, with nicefi art, 've fix the net; 

For them, the fiream is carefully befet; 

Few fiih efcape: We toil both night and days 

The Seafon's {hort, and Time flies fwift away. 

The Efquimaux from Ice and Snow now free~ 

In Shallops and in Whale-boats go to Sea; 

In Peace they rove along this pleafant filore, 
In plenty live; nor do they willi for more. 

Thrice happy Race! Strong Drink nor gold they kno\v; 
What in their Hearts they think, their Faces (hew. 

Of manners gentle, in their dealings jufi, 

Their plighted promife, fafely you may trufl. 
Mind you deceive thelll not, for ,veIl they kno\v, 

The Friend fincere, fron1 the defigning Foe. 

They once \vere deem'd a People fierce and rude; 

Their favage hands in Human blood imbru'd; 

But by my care (for I mull clailn the merit) 

The world now owns that virtue they inherit. 

A2 Not 
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Not a more 'heneH, or more gen'rol16 Race 

Can bIers a Sov'reign, or a Nation grace. 

With there I frequent pafs the focial day: 

No Broils, nor Feuds, but all is fport and play. 

My Will's their La\v, and Jufiice is my Will; 

Thus Friends we always were, and Friends are fiill. 

Not fo the Mountaineers, a treach'rous Race; 

In nature tall, but meagre in the Face. 

To Europeans long have they been known; 
And all their Vices, there have made their own. 
Not theirs the friendly vifit; nor the feaa 

Of facial intercourfe; but like brute beall, 

They greedily devour the reeking meal: 

And then get drunk and quarrel, lie, and fieal. 

The Codfilh now in lhoals come on the coaft, 

(A Fifh'ry this, our Nation's chiefefl: boafi) 
Now numerous Caplin croud along the Shore; 

Tho' great their numbers, yet their Foes feem more: 

Whilft Birds of rapine, hover o'er their Heads, 

Voracious F ifh in myriads throng their Beds. 

With there our Hooks w'e artfully difguife, 

And foon the glutton Cod becomes our Prize. 

Not one fiands idle; each Man knows his pofi, 
Nor Day, nor Kight, a moment mull be loft. 

The weftern Wind of 10'\1' Ice clears the Sea, 

And leaves to \velcome Ships a paIfage free. 
Yet 
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Yet huge large Illes of wond'rous bulk relllainp 

(To drive off which, the Wind Ilill bloV\7s in vain \ 

In fize, furpaffing far thy bulk, 0 Paul! * 
Immeafurably wide, and deep, and tall. 

To Seaward oft' \ve call an anxious eye; 

At length th' expecled Ship w"ith plea{urc fpy" 

Impatient Joy then leizes ev'ry BreaU; 

And till we've boarded her Adieu to rea. 
Eager the Ne\vs to learn, from Friends to hear; 

The long feard Letter hafl:ily ,vc tear.-

The Cargo landed, and the £hip laid by, 

To Filliing firaight, the jolly Sailors hie. 

If you love fporting, go to LABRADOR: 

Of Game of various forts, no land has nlorc. 

There you may [uit your TaHe, as you're inclin'd, 

From the fierce White-bear to the tilnid Hind. 

Of Filliing too, you there may have your fill: 

Or in the Sea, or in the purling Rill. 

Of feather'd Game, variety you'll find, 

And plenty you may kill, if you're not blinc~. 

If in the fuooting Bears, or black or ,,\'hitc~ 

If in this larger Game, you take delight, 

In [ummer tilne, to fome large Strcalll repair!) 

Yet mind no Salmon-cre,y inhabit there. 

j'hi.~ 
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This favage Tribe, averfe to facial joys, 

Frequent thofe parts, lTIOa free froln Men and noife; 

Save, where the Cataract's fiupendous height, 

Stops the fleet Salmon in their fportive flight. 

Bears in abundance oft' frequent this place, 

And noble Skins your Victory will grace. 

Of the Black-bear you need .not be afraid; 
But killing White ones, is a dangerous Trade. 

In this be cool, and well direct your Lead, 

And take your Aim at either Heart or Head; 

For firuck elfewhere, your Piece not level'd true, 

Not long you'll live, your erring hand to rue. 
To kill this Beaft, the Rifle I like befi; 

With Elbows on my Knees my Gun I refi. 
For felf-defence, the double Gun I prize, 

Loaded with Shot, directed at his Eyes. 

Or would you rather a fiout Rein-deer kill, 

(July now in) obferve and climb fame hill, 

Environ'd by extent of open ground; 

For there the Rein-deer at this time are found. 

Nor walk about, but from a Station watch, 

And foon his motions with your Eye you'll catch. 

Be fieady now; with cautious Eye explore 

The vVind's true quarter, or your fport is o'er. 

Nor lefs his Eye and Ear demand your care; 

No BeaU more quick can fee, more quick can hear. 

Yet 
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Yet oft' his curious eye invites his fate, 

And makes him fee his Error when too late. 

With firiB: Attention all your ground furvey; 

To fieal up Wind, then take your filent ,yay. 

Shoes with fur roles, the [portfluan ought to wear; 

Your lighteR footfieps, eIfe, he's [ure to hear. 

If unperceiv'd, you"ve work'd with toil and pain, 

Lie flill awhile till you your Breath regain. 

A Deer in feeding looks upon the ground: 

Then to ad vance the [urea time is found. 

When broadfide to you, and his Head is down, 

Aim at his Heart, but, and he drops "your own. 

Obferve, no Ball will kill thefe Creatures dead, 

Save fuch, as firike the Spine, the Heart, or Head. 

Struck in thofe mortal parts, Death quick carnes on; 

But wounded elfewhcre, fick, he will lie do\\rn; 

There let him lie: anon, with cautious tread, 

Steal foftly up and !hoot hinl through the head. 

But lhou'd it chance the Deer keeps open ground, 

Where, to approach hiln, fhelter is not found, 

And, Night now near, you cannot longer \\Yait, 

Try this device, it may draw on his fate: 

Full to his view, and motionlefs appear; 

This oft excites hilll to approach you ncar. 

He then will flop, to take a careful vic\\'; 

Be ready with your Gun, and level true~. 

If 
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If the voracious Wolf fhou'd pleafe you more, 

All fandy beaches you muft well explore. 

Chiefly, by Lak.es, or by a River's fide; 

(In Summer, in the'Voods themfelves they hide;) 

Be careful not to walk along the Strand, 

But at convenient places there to land. 

His traas difcover'd, feek fome fnug retreat, 

.And patient lie, till with your Game you meeto 

A Wolf alone, is not your only chance; 

Perhaps a Bear, or Deer may foon advance. 

For various reafons, when the water's low, 

All Bea!l:s along the Shore delight to go. 

If fafely hidden, you have naught to mind, 

But, that your Game ihan't have you in the wind.1 

When Augufi comes, if on the Coaft you be,_ 

Thoufands of fine Curlews, you'll daily fee: 

Delicious Bird! not one with thee can vie! 

(Not rich in plumage, but in flavour high)' 

Nor Ortolan, nor Cock, with trail on toaR; 

Of high-fed Epicures, the pride and boaft! 

Young Geefe too now, in numbers croud the {bore;: 

Such are the Dainties of our LABRADOR. 

If you wou'd with with Hares to fport awhile, 

You're fure to find them on each barren ine: 

But 
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But fll0U'd you there, the figns of Foxes trace, 

You Sport is o'er: No Hares frequent that place. 

Grou[e, Ptarmigan, and various forts of Galne, 

'Vith Birds and Beafis too tedious here to name, 

'y ou'll find in plenty through the Year to kill; 

I\o Ganle-La\vs there to th\vart the Sportfman's Will! 

Septenlber comes, the Stag's in [earon no\Y'; 

Of \T enlon, far the Richefi you'll aUo,v. 

:\~O Long-lcgg'd, E~Ne-neck'd, Cat-hanllu'd, Shambling Brute; 

In hinl ilrength, beauty, fize, each other [uit. 

I-lis branching Horns, majeflic to the yie,Y', 

I-Iave points (for I have counted) [cventy-t\vo. 

But do you think, you'll all this pleafure {hare, 

And, ,vhen fatigu'd, to fome good Inn repair; 

There on a Chop, or Steak, in conlfort dine, 

And [tnack your Lips, o'er glafs of gen'rous "Vine? 

'No, no; in this our Land of Liberty, 

Thoufands of Miles you'll '\Talk, bu t no Houfe fee. 

\iVhen Night COlnes on, it matters not a Rulli, 

Whether you fleep in that, or t'other Bun1. 

If Game you've kill'd, your Supper you Inay eat; 

If not, to-morro'" you'll be fharper fct. 

Yourfelf, both Cook and Chamberlain muO: be, 

Or neither, Bed, nor Supper 'will you fee. 

Drink you will want not,. Water's ncar at hand; 

Nature's beft Tap! and always at Commando 

VOL, III. B 
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Now vVor ks of various kinds, employ all hands; 

Each to his Poft; for no one idle ftands. 

The Sahnon now we pack; the next our care, 

The Codfilh for the Market, to prepare. 

Crews to their Winter-quarters now we fend; 

Whilfl: [orne, the Firewood fell; Nets, others mend. 

The Furrier now, ,,,ith care his Traps looks o'er, 

The[e he puts out in paths, along the Shore, 

For the rich Fox; although not yet in kind, 

His half-price Skin, our Labour's worth we find. 

And when the Beaver lands, young Trees to cut, 

Others he fets for his incautious foot. 

On Rubbing-places, too, with niceft care, 

Traps for the Otter, he mufl: next prepare. 

Then Deathfalls, in the old tall Woods he Inakes, 

With Traps between, and the rich Sable takes. 

Now can your Eyes around, fiern Winter fee, 

His progrefs making, on each fading Tree . 

. The yello\v leaf, th' effect of nightly froft, 

Proclaims his Vifit, to our dreary Coaft. 

Fifh, Fowl, and Ven'fon, now our Tables grace; 

Roafl: Beaver too, and e'ery Beaft of chafe. 

Luxurious living this! who'd willi for more? 

Were QUIN alive,. he'd hafte to LABRADOR! 

Some new variety, next Month you'll find; 

The fiately Stag now feeks his much-lov'd Hind. 

Grown 
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Gro\vn bold ",rith Love, he fialks along the plains; 

And e'en, to fly from Man, now oft difdains. 

If, in your Walks, you Ineet this noble Brute, 

And with him ,villi his progrefs to difpute; 

Be cool, collected; let hiln con1e quite near; 

Then take your Airn '\Tell, and you've nought to fear. 

If firuck not dead, reluB:antly he flies; 

And foon gro,vs faint; then trembling, falls and dies. 

But fhou'd a fudden Panic feize your fran1e, 

And fear mifguide you, in your Point and Aim, 

Your Error's fatal; 'tis in vain you fly.t 

T'evade the fury of your Enemy. 

Now Eider-ducks fly South, along the !hare; 

In milder Climes, to pafs the ,vinler o'er. 

At fame fit Point, there take your [ecret fiand, 

And numbers you may kill, from off the land. 

All this is pleafure; but a Man of Senfe, 

Looks to his Traps; 'tis they bring in the Pence. 

The Otter-feafon's fhort; and [oon the froft 

Will freeze your Traps, then all your Labour's loft. 

Of Beaver too, one 'Veek will yield you more, 

Than later, you can hope for, in a Score. 

In paths, the Foxes now, ,vill nightly cruife; 

But when fnow'd up, no longer paths they ufe. 

B 2 Noven1ber 
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November in; the Ships mull: now be gone, 

Or wait the Winter, for the Spring's return. 

The Lakes are faft; the Ri vers ceafe to flow; 

Now comes the cheerlefs Day of FroU and Snow. 

In chains of Ice, the purling ftream is bound; 

Black Woods remain; but Verdure is not found. 

And Here we feel, the Tyrants iron fW'ay, 

Till a more genial Sun, returns with May. 

Seals no\v \VC take; \"'hich, when the Froil's fevere, 

In crouded Shoals, along the eoaft appear. 

Hamper'd in firong-mefh'd Toils, in vain they dive; 

Their Freedom to regain, in vain they Uri ve; 
Strangled they die; and with their Skins and Oil, 

Amply repay expence, and Time, and Toil. 

By Chrifimas-Day, this work is always o'er, 
And Seals and Nets, fafe landed on the fhore. 

Now blows December with a keener blafi; 

And Ocean's felf: in Icy Chains binds fan. 

Afcend yon Mountain's top; extend your view 

O'er l~eptune's tracklefs Empire, nor will you, 

In all his vaft Domain, an Opening have, 

Where foams the Billow, or where heaves the \iVave. 

A dreary Defart all, of Ice and Snow, 

Which forming Hills, faa into Mountains grow. 

So cutting cold, now bluft'ring Boreas blows, 

None can with naked Face, his blafts oppo[e. 
But 
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But well wrapp'd up, ,ve travel out fecure, 

And find Health's blellings, in an Air fo pure. 

Now to his Cave, the Black-bear hies his way, 

Where, lock'd in Sleep, he fpends both Night and Day; 

Nor, till a milder Sun revives his Blood, 

\Yakes from his Dreams, to prowl abroad for food. 

Not fo the ,\:Vhite one; ever on the firal' 

In quefl: of Seals, his prefent only prey. 

This lTIoniler fierce and firong, you need not fear, 

If that your Dog attack him in the rear. 

There teas'd, he ,vields about his pond'rous Frame, 

And gives the Sportflnar:. time to take his i\jnl. 

But ll10U'd your untaught Cur attack befol'(;~ 

Both Dog and Mailcr [oon ''lill be no n10rc. 

To barren ground, the Fox-traps no,,' ,,'c fhift9 

\Vhere they can nand fccure, and free [roln .Drift ~ 
Bait \vell your Trap; obfervc too ho,,- it lies; 

And foon, a Fox, or vVolfj ",ill be your prize ~ 

J'or \Volves, ill plenty, on [u.:h ground appear, 

Compell'd by Hunger, there to feek for Deere 

Oft have I fcen this Anilllal difplay, 

Much artful fkill, in hunting do\vn his prey 0 

l'he Herd defcri'd, he 1lily creeps up near; 

Then, rufhing forward, fingles out his Deer. 

(. re-edy of Blood, and ,vith keen Hunger prefs'd9 

1 hIs he pur[ues, regardlefs of the ren, 
With 
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With well flrung Sine\V's, both Inaintain the Strife'~ .. 

The one for Food-the other runs for Life. 

If light the Snow, the Deer evades the Chafe; 

If drifted hard, the \Volf fupports his pace. 

The~, bold with fear, he turns upon his Foe, 

And oft'times deals him a mofl: fatal blow. 

But oft'ner falls a victim in the fray, 

And to his ruthlefs Jaws becomes a prey. 

We'll {bift the Scene, and to the Woods repair~ 

And fee 'v hat various Works are doing there. 

In yonder Birchen grove, there lives a Crew, 

Employ'd in' mending Cafks, and making new. 

This \\rood of Spruce, ,vhich rif~s to the fry, 

The fifh'ry's future Shipping ,vill fupply. 

Some fell the Trees, and fome faw out the Stock, 

Whilfi others form the VeIfel in the Dock. 

In thefe Employments, Winter's pafs'd away; 

No change is found, till near the approach of May. 

Returning [mall Birds then the Country fill, 

And Cock.groufe chatter on each barren Hill. 

, ; 

~. 

• 
- . 

.. 

The Ice parts from the Shore, and now the Ducks 

Their Northward courfe beat back in num'rous flocks ... 

Deer in fmall Herds the fame route bend their way, 

Affording pafiime for your Gun each day. 

All Animals their Winter-quarters leave, 

And Ocean, now awake, begins to heave •. 

Ice 
J 
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Ice rotten grown, in ev'ry Lake you'll fee, 

And fwelling Rivers, [roin their Bonds fet free. 

The \Voodmen now \\'j th Sledges, on the Snow, 

Their \Vinter's \Vork draw out and homeward go, 

vVhat's yet to do, mufi infiantly be done, 

For other '\Tork mufi fuortly be begun~ 

Shallops no\v launched, the Crews no longer Hays 
But in their Boats, bring all their \Vork J.way .. 

In fuch like Toils and Sports, the Year goes round" 

And for each day, fome \rork. or Plea.h!p~;s found. 
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