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LIFE OF 

JOHN CONRAD SHAFFORD, 

TilE 

lD UTe H HER MIT. 

"Far in a wild, unknown to public view, 
From youth to age, a reverend He1mit grew j 
The moss his bed, a hut his humble cell, 
His food the fruits, his drink the crystal well j 
Remote from man, with GOD he past his days, 
Prayer all his business, all his pleasure praise!" 

IT was while on a hunting excursion near the villa!:e of Dundee 
(Lower Canada,) in the month of November last, (ltl:i!J.) that the 
writer of the Narrative here prf'sented, was attracted by the ap. 
pearance of smoke proceeding from the chimney of a log hut of 
very humble construction, situated in a forest far from any other 
dwelling, and apparently so inaccessable, as to be but seldom visit. 
ed by any human being! impelled by a curiosity to ascertain 
who the inmates could be, and their motives for selecting a spot 
so secluded and dreary for their place of abode, the writer ap. 
proached and knocked at the door of the hut, (constructed of two or 
three unwrought slabs, which appeared intended as a temporary 
barricade to the only place of entrance that could be discovered,) 
and at which soon appeared a human being clad in a garment of 
fur, and whom, by his wrinkled brow, and long white beard flow
ing therefrom, it was to be presumed that in age, he could not num
ber much less than fourscore and ten years !-on presenting him
self to view (however ludricous he might have supposed his ap
pearance must have been to a stranger) he appeal'ed in no way 
alarmed or disconcerted; and the writer having first apologized 
for the intrusion, as well as his motive for thus unceremoniously 
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clistUl'hin!! the old gentleman in his solitary retreat, he appeared 

not the ICDst displeased with the visit, but disposed to gratify the 

I' uriosity of his new and unexpected visitor, by readily replying to 

interrogatories. as t:J his motive in thus prefering a secluded life, 

(fol' he had intimated that he there dwelt entirely alone,) to that 

of mingling with hu'nan societ~', which he assured the writer, was 

III cOII,"'quence of thr heavy afflictions that he had been doomed 

tu PX\It'I'Il'Il('" in f'arl)' I Iff', which alone first led him to select this 

I'ptin'd alld then unfreqllented spot, as the place of his permanent 

I'l'sidelH'" and having erected with his own hands. the humble hut 

in whicil III thell dwelt. he had remainf'd the only living occupant 
thel'tul for upwards of finy ,veal's !-c\nd, on the enquiry how and 
in what manner he 'subsi~ted, and obtained the necessaries of life, 

at so advallc~d an age, he replied, that" at a short distance there. 

from, he had ~Jlder cultivation a small patch of land, which pro

duced him his vf:'gdables, and that he too possessed a good cow, 

with some few other domestic animals; and in addition to which. 

the fruits of hi;;. I'abour in his most vigorous days had not yet be

come quite exhausted, and he could not but flatter himself that with 

prudence, they wight pro\'e e\'cn sufficient to serve him for the re

mainder of his life," wllich, it was but reasonable to suppose, was 

then drawing to a close !"-And tu the writer's further inquiry that 

"alone and defenceless, (as he appeared to be,) if he was not under 

some apprehension that rtt an unexpected mOlllent he might be 

visited by robbers, with the view of dispossessing hilll of his little 

wealth 1" the uld man unh"sitatingly replied, .. well, indeed, I might, 

was I really as dpJencelp.ss as you represent me, but not so. I have 

the mean;; of defence at hitn,] that I was early tau:;.ht to believe was 

sufficient to proted me agaj,pst an attack of a host of the vilest 
foes ~ And if you will tarry but a moment, friend, (continued 'he) 

I will show ~:ULl what it is, and then you may judge for yourself!" 

-As he had previously hinted that hunting 'llad once been hi, 
favourite amusement, the writer here supposed that his boasted 

means of defence, could be no other (probably) than the possession 

of some a ncient, highly prized, and doubtless well charged fowling. 
piece.' and great therefore was his surprise to behold the Old Pa
triarch on his return, presenting the Holy Bible, with the remark 

that "that was his safeguard, by which he had been taught that .. 
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if he lived faithfu7, however lonely his sltllation, there wOIII" be 

always afriend near, both willing and ahle tn protect him !" 

The writer having from a motive of curiosity expressed a desire 

to become better acquainted with the old I!:\'ntleman's history, as 

well as the privilege of being permitted to hav~ an internal view 

of his humble hut, his reqllest was not only granted, but was very 

politely invited to walk in fol' the purpose that he had mentioned, 

and by whom, as regarded the latter, lI'as found much more wretch

ed than what he had anticipated. The only fUl'lliture which it con. 

tained, was a block of wood, which ~erved the aged inmate for a 

chair, and his only hpd a hollow I',g, filled "ith dry graos and 

leaves, and 01 a size SII small as to be hardly sufficient to hold his 

body-and his only cooking uten~ils, &c. an iron pot, a smull 

broken spider, a pewter poringer and a wooden spoon !-On the 

writer's remarkin!,I. that, "in the choice of his fUl'lliture he must 

ha ve been govel'lled more by the principles of economy, than that 

of cOnlJenience," "indeed I IVa", ("as his reply,) and "'Til I might 

be, for when but a boy, I was like too many others of my age, 

brought to see the folly of pride and ex1ravagance !--When but 

sixteen years of agp, my parents emigrated from Holland to the 

, United States, and with the smail llIeans that they then possessed, 

they rented a few acres of land in the western part of the State of 

New York, in the neighbourhood of a well cultivated fitI'm of my 

uncle (my fatllf'r's brother) who had emigrated to .\Illcrica eleven 

years bpfore - by industry and frugality, in four year" tile produee 

of t\:le few acres of land rented h,\' Illy futh' r, was sullicient to ena

ble him to purchase a small farm, clear of incumbrall('e, ~itllatpd 

in the neighborhood of the Ml)halYk river, and about. which time I 

became of age, and agrelc'd to work for my father fur the term of 

one year, for the con,ideration of receiving seven n(,lIars per 

month, the highest wag"s then puid-I fulfilled my co'ntract faith. 

fully, as he did his. by I':l\in.: me at the pnd of the year the very 

con"siderable sum (so tlwll cOllsi':"rpd hy lIle) of 81 dollars in silver 

money; indeed sCl~rcely had [ seen, much Ics3 possessed so great a 

sum before! . A sum which I then foolishl,v believed sufficient to 

enable me to live idle a few months at least-a sum which if pru. 

dently laid out would at that period, (as the II estern p"rLs of the 

Slate was then rapidly settling,) have been ~l]fJicl('llt lit have pur. 
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chasp.d a very valuable lot of land, which ten years after, would 
no doubt have yielded me ten times that sum-but, as the saying is 
" the fool ann his money is soon parted," and so with me, for with 
the pretence of travelling to find a cheaper and more desirable sit
uation, and at sllch expense that when found, my mon~y was mostly 
gone, and I had become too poor to purchasf', but dptermining to 
improve by past folly, and being still in my prime, I again returned 
to my father, and with whom I once more contracted to work ano. 
ther year for the same wages liS before, which I did, and I believe 
much to his satisfaction, and with equal punctuality on his part re
ceived the fruits of my laboul' at the years' end, with which I vel'y 
soon after made a purchase of fOI·ty acres of good but uncleared 
land, in that section called Genessee cOllntry, then but very thinly 
settled by white inhabitants. The first year I cleared a few acres 
and erected me a log house thereon, and the spring following visit
ed my father to inform him of my location &c., but more particu
larly for the purpose of obtaining as an helpmate, a smart and in
dustrious young woman of about my own age, and of Dutch pa
rents, who lived in the neighborhood of my father, and with whom 
I had previously become acquainted, and with whom and her old
est brother, I two weeks after returned to what I was then plea;ed 
to consider my permanent home, and my wife (as regarded her
self) was as pleased on her arrival so to consider it. 

In less than one year, by the persevering industry of my wife's 
brother, and myself, we cleared and sowed with wheat between 
fifteen and sixteen acres of my small farm, and to which, from !'ear 
to year (as my land proved productive and the market good for 
the sale of the produce,) I was enabled to purchase and to add 
thereto additional lots of land, until I found myself in the year 
178~ in possession of a farm sufficiently large to divide into two, 
and thus to provide for my brother-in_law, who, until that period 
had industriously wrought for me, and to whom I considered my
&elf much indebted for the success and good fortune that had at
tended me.-To the time mentioned 1 had been blessed with but 
one child, (a daughter,) and had it not heen but for an unfortu_ 
nate circumstance, we might, as we then did (although remotely 
situated from any considerable settlem~ut,) have long enjoyed un
molested the fruits, of our honest industry-but, unfortunately 
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although the long protracted and expensive war, which had been 

raging between America and Gnat Britain, h:\d heen brought tOll 

clos!', yet the savages who had heen l'ng;\ged to take a part in tbe 

contl'st with the latter, ~ppeared unwilling to bury the hatchd, 

and continued fOl' some timc to moll'st, nnd either to LJUtclier out

right, or to make capti I'es and carry ofT such of the defenceless 

white inhabitants on the frontif'r.s as were so unfortunate as tu Call 

into their hands-they even became so iJnlJ and blood thirsty, and 

so eager to obtain the scalps of the unf(,j·tunate whites, as to ex

tend their excur~ions in larger or smaller parties to within a few 

miles of my neighborhood; yet, from me and my family, when 

visited by them, they had ever met with such a kiild and rriendly 

reception, that they had repeatedly given liS to und','rstund that we 

never n('ed be under any fe"r or apprehension of their troubling us 

that as they had bef'n infurmed that I had taken no part in the lata 

war against th0m, they would soonel' aff.Jrd me theil' protection 

than do me an injury; and in token whereof, they freqllcntl.v prof

fered me the pipe of peace !- \V ith these assurances of rriend~hip, 

we werp,like many others, lulled into immaginary :;e~urity: until 

the close of the yeal' 17UO, when a party of tbe Canadian Indians 

having crossed the Lake, to invflde a settlement of Indians with 

whom they bad been, and wen~ still at war, the latter, through ft:al 

of bei ng overpowered by the former, fled in much confLbion to ob. 

tain the as~istance of a friendly trihe further' soulh, and to within 

a few miles of which tribe they were purslled by their invading 

foes! but, not hein:! so ~Hlceessrul in their pursuit as they an'ici

pated, they retllrned, filled with rage nnd disapl'ointnwnt, and with 

the aV(lwed determination to revenge themsl'lves on the whites, 

with whom their Indian f"es had been on fnendly terms during 

their contest Ilith Gl'eat Britnin; nnd, f1greealJly to [heir t!Jrt'ut" 

(as it was afterward ascprtained,) un tlwir returnoul'prized, fIllir. 

der('d and scalped several of the deCencple", inlldi;'l:lnt" and took 

some prisoners, previous to theil' arrival in my n!:'ighborhood, which 

was a little past nine o'clock in the evenin;! jan:! [ had hut .i'lst 

time hastily to secure the doors of my house, without the recullec

tion at the mument that my daughter (illY only child) had stepped 

out on some neces:i3l'y occasion a fi,,\' minntes previous, and whose 

almost immediate cries Jor help, too well as:;ured me that she had 

2 
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fall!'n into the hand~ of the merC'il!'ss wrptches! who aft£>r makin~ 
two or thr!'1' unsuccl'ssful attempts to fMce my doors, departed' 

havin~, as I then slIpposed, either murdere • or, what was ahnost

liS milch to he dreaded, canipe! (Iff Illy poor child a captive! 

Early the mornin;! en~lIing (· .. nfirmed Illy fear~,as to thp. melan-. 

choly tilet of her hflving heen carried "ff hy them, as her lifeless 

bodv. or any appl'arance of hel' having heen murd!'red, could not 

be di~covered; and as sonn as I could ('OOl'ey information of my 

10ils to my neighbour, (whll lived to the dist~nce of aboul one 

mile,) he with rn~'self, and accompanied by my hrother-in-law, 

started on horsehack in pursuit. with the distant hope of heing 

ahle to overtake. the savages previous to their crossing the La!.e ; 

but in this we were disappointed. for on reaching the Lake the 

next day we wPre informed by a friendly Indian that he had noticed 

them crossing over to the Canada side two or Ihrf'e hours previous 

to our arrival; and, in confirmation that they were the same party 

which we were in pllr~llit of. he had particularly noticet.! that 

among other prisoner~, there was a young female, answering the 

dpsel il'tion givpn of my daughtt'f !-As we at Ihat tillle possessed 

not the means to cro~s the Lake 10 pur~Jle them further, on receiv-_ 

ing the information of th"ir having actllall\' cJ'{;ssed, we gave up 

the pursuit, lind I returned horne to my disconsolate wife, ant.! who 

could not he made III helieve o.thel'llise tlmn that the life of her 

p"or child had not only been spart'd, to experience the most cruel 

tortul'{"s that "a vagI' harharity Go"ld invent, 01' inflict !-and who 

could only he consoled with the pl'omise. that, as soon as possihlf', 

I would pllrsu" th" savage ruffians into Callat.!a, and if so fortu

nate ilS to find our child ali"e, I would spare no pains to ("ffeet her 

redelllption at any price; and for this rlll'J.Jo~e, the wt'ek follow. 

ing I lett 11II1Iff', and sur'cepell'd in rf'aching Canada, to learn that 

tht' Indians who composed the expedition Were chiefly those of the 

St. Franci tril,p, as tlof'~ w('re tllP'l denominated, 'lnd who dwel 
I HII ,. dlstar" (, III II, whlll' J II.. II \, as, 1011.1' I:(.rl"; ancl [hitl,er 

with l'ome fliffil'u!ty, I repaired, II h('re alihollgh I mpt with some 

who cOlIll'ssl'J that they IH''''' attached 10 the expedltion, yet from 

tl ... 111 could "htHIII flO ulher infcll'rrlatioll of the fille of III v dau"hter - "' , 
thun that they had (hy the Interf't~ssion of their chiel~) conduded 

to spare her life, and as he had been instrumental in saviDg her 
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from thl' !I'alpin!! ](niff'. he c1aimf'iI hf'I' as his own. on th!'ir arri. 

val at th.,il' splll"lllt'nt; and as none appl'al'f'o dispospo to di~pllte 

rights with him, hp had crlll'l'elled hpl' to accompany him to his 

settlement, <he ""ing of another trihf', still fllrthpl' north.) and 

wherp, if still I,vin!!. they had no nouht that he ton highly valued 

his •• YOlln!! sq'Iaw" to he vprv willin),( to part with h .. r! 

By this infurrnatinn (the tl'lIth of which I han no gl'pat rpa~on 

to nouhr,) I he}!an to dt'spail'of Iwing soon at)le tn find and to ef: 

fect the releilsP of Illy pOOl' chiln, as the trih" with which "hp was 

now represented a prist'n'·I'. had eVt'r heen (>Ilnsirl"r"d a \\ anrlering

trilw, and withollt any ppl'manent plac:p of re"idf'n'~t'-as Illy only 

alternative now. and what a,'l'pared to me to h,· the Of'st "nd only 

means to rpcover hel', I, I'I'I·viou . ..; to Illy rpt II 1'11, pllhllely made 

kno\\ n to ,'very I ndian that I lIIet with, (pflrtielllariv those of the 

SI. Francis trihe) tint to anyone of tl",m \\ ho wOllld therpaft,'r 

restore to me nly daughtcl', ,dive, I would pre,cnt tile SII'II of 2 ,0 

dollars in silver mllll\'.\'; and ililvlllg recpiv"d the ass'lrancps of 

many, that. for the value of the rpward, the~" would do all in their 

pow!'r to find out to wlmt part of the interior she \\as conveYf'd, 

and if a possihle thin)!, to a~sist 111'1' in f'tf"ctllll{ her esc'qH', if hpr 

liberty could not be other\\ i,e ohrailll,d, I once ilIore retllrned to 

my <Jfil,cted wife, "nd Ilhere in a st"te of IIIE'lanchol), l'nspense, 

we pass"d n .. arlv three months, without receiVIng any tidin!.!;s 

whatever I'Pspecting the tilte of uur un!ortull,lte dallghtpr j which, 

from the well known charactel' of the savages into whose hands 

~he had filllen, we had no le~SIlIl to believe eOllld UP. the be~t, as 

after my return, I rpceived infi.rnmtion from some or Illy npigil

bours of wallv other depn·darions COllimitted oy tile sallie party 

of Indians. on their return from th(~ir unsllccesslul expedition.-Tile 

most melancholy instance was that of the de"truelion of the lives 

of alnlOst every membl'l' of the unlortunate falllily of a '11'. John 

Coroly, a preacher <.f th.) gospel j the particulars of which Ire. 

ceived from his own lips, and w(,re till'se-tlml" halill~ an ap

poinrment to pre'lch at a s',ort dl"tance IrollJ his d"ellin!! huu>!', 

he lei! home ti,l' that purp,,"e. with his witi, nnd five chtlrJreli. and 

Ivhile tllf~y pl'oceeded tiJrward he walked hehind tilpIII I .. isllrely. 

without <1pl'l'ehendin),( any danger; Hnd \\ hde thlls prllCepdlfl1! he 

was suddenly alarlUed by tlie scrcechiug of his Jiuuily, to till! relief 
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of whom he immediately hastened, vainly seel,ing a club or some 

other lI'enpon te> ddend himsI·lf as he ran-when within a few 

rods of his family, his unfortunate wife perceiving him approach

ing, cried out and begged him to mnke his escape-a! which in. 

stant, an Indian, (whu it was snppnsed with severnl others had lain 

in amhush,) ran up and attempted to shoet him, hut his gnn missing 

fire, 1\11-. eorbly l'uc!!eeded ill making his escnpe-the Indians im. 
medintely tb,'reupnn commenced a murderous nttacl, on his de. 

fenceless family! His wife was first shot and scnlped hy the Indian 

who had attempted to shoot him (Mr. C,) and a small intilnt 

which she canied in her arms shared no better filte !-his little son 

six years of age, they next dispatched, m!lllglin~ his body in a 

shocl,ing manner with their tomahall'ks, ns they did his liltle daugh. 

tel' still younger.-During the dreadful slaughter his oldest child (a 

daughtn) attelllpted to ('scape fly concfaling herself in a hollow 

tft'e a few rods from the scene of action, and observing the Indinns 

retiring (~s she supposed) she deliberately crept from the place of 

her concealmf'nt, when one of the Indians who still remained on 

the ground espying her, knoclled her down with his tomahawk and 

scalped ber!" This was but one of the rnnny instances of savage 
barbarity exercised toward the defeneeless white inhabitants, and 

it was supposed, by one and the same party of Indians on their 
return to Canatla. '. . . 

As we could obtain no tidings ofoul' danghter (as I obseT\'ed) 

and three months had passed since the fatal night lhat tile cruel 

savages conveyed her awn)', we hegan almest to despair of being 

ever again permitted to meet her on earth-but, while our appre
hensions were at the greatl'st h~ight, that slich would be OUl' mis. 

fort lin!', we wen', in the dead of night, sutldenly awakened by the 

well known yell of savages, who immediately thereupon com. 

menced l\IIocking at my duor with their t:luhs and tomaha lVI,s, and 

in broken Engli"h requesting admittance, as they" had bruught 

home my capti vechild !"-lJut helieving this to be too good news 

to be true, and thnt it was nothing more or less than a stratagem 

of th., treacherous savages to gain admittance, and perhaps fur no 

olher purpose than to take OUI' scalps, I at fil's! paid no other at

tention therdo than to Jlut myself in the ucst Jlossible state of de. 

fence, and to call out to them, and assure them that" 1 would 
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shont the first Indian that should enter my housp. agflinst my will !" 

this. however, so fur from intimidating them in the lea"t, seemed 

to have a contrary effect, inasmnch as that they continued to 

knock at my door with increased violence, and nt the same time 

to repeat their nssurances that they meant me no harm, and had 

come for no othel' purpose tha n to restore to me my child, who~e 

liberation they had. agreeable to my views, providentially effected! 

-as this was spuken in a tone peculiar only to those of the savage 

trihe who are pacUically disposed. I began to think more favoura. 

bly of them, and that whnt they Iwd represented to me to be the 

fact, might even so prove-and. to guard myself well against the 

possibility of deception. I told them that nothing but hearing the 

voice of my daughter would satisfy me that they were friends, 

and my dnllghter \\'<lS once more at liberty. nnd then, one of their 

Ilumher.-Immedintely upon which my poor child, (with a voice as 

loud as hl'r enfeebled health would admit of) declared to me thnt 

"it was all po"itive1y true, and begged that I would open the door 

as soon as possible, that she might enjoy the privilege of behold. 

ing the faces of her dt'ar parents once lIIore !"-it was my daugh. 

ter's voice! yes, I could not be deceived !-it was enough! and 

required no savage assistance now to force back the bolts, or to 

remove the bars of my doors, with which I had taken the precau. 

tion to secure them-no, it was done by myself alone, and ill an 

instant. as if by magic-and at the next, my long lost child was 

in my al'ms. when the mingled emotions of joy und grief produced 

thel'l~by, prevented any other utterance, on the part of either, than 

the exclamation "my father I" "my child !"-while the savages 

who accompanied her, stood during the affecting moment, appa. 

rently motionless, and gl'inning. as it were, a ghastly smile !-I 

had indeed, to my inexpressible joy, recovered my beloved daugh. 

tel', but, alas, she appeared hut the shadow of what she once was; 

and tOil evident was it by her weak and emaciated appearance, 

that the three months that she had been in the power of the merci. 

less savages, that she had suffered every thing but death itself, liS 

her tale uf woe aftel'\vard confirmed! Early the morning ensuing 

the savages (throllgh whose instrumentality J had been enabled to 

recover my l'hild,) ~ecomtng impatient to return, I paid them their 

promised reward, in hard money, and they departed, apparently 
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highly pleased with their good fortune in receiving so considernble 

a sum, for services so easily performe.l ; they having enga:.tpd to 

pay the young chief hut the sum of twenty dollars on their return 

in exchange for the filii' captiv~ who he represented to them had 

become his wife by adoption! As soon as Illy poor ill-filteo child 

had become in some degree composed, and had gained sulfleienl 

strength ~o to do, she narrated to me and her <lillicted 1II0thel', 

the Iwart rending trials and afflictions that she had heen marie the 

suhject of, from the time that misfortllne placed hCI' in the power 

of the savages, until the 1110ment that she was providentially re. 

stored to liberty, which as far as my l'ecoliection serves me, waS 

in substance as follo\\'s :-
" That on the filial evening that she was made a prisoner of, the 

savages seized her at the moment that she lIas about to enter the 

back door of the hailSI', dragged her a few rods therefrom, and 

bound h.~r with a cord to a tree, where were three "ther white 

captives (lIIale8) in a similar condition j which, when done, they 

returned to cllmmence an attack on the house, and in which they 

were hut a short time emploYI·d, for they not only fOllnd the doors 

well secured, but at the very moment hearing the sound of a horn, 

and the report of a musket, they became appdrently milch fright. 

ened, (probahly i"';pposing them~elvl's pursued) unhuund her and the 

other captives, in great haste, and setting out upon a trot, drove 

her and the other prisoners befure them, whum, if they a !tempted 

to slacken their pace in any degree, were unrllf~reifully beat and 

scourgeJ with rods which t.he savages had each prepared himself 

filr that purpose-their bittt!r lamentations and entreaties for 

mercy had no othel' effect than to induce them to attempt to in. 

crease their pace by a still more sevel'e application of their rods! 

-it was in this way that my daughter was compelled to travel 

through an almost impenetrable forl'st, until the break of da\', when 

her strength hegan to fail her, and she to manifest an inability to 

travel, in the manner mentioned, any fUrthel'-tlle savagf's perceiv

ing this, they came to a halt, when a warm dispute arose nrnong 

them, some (as she was afterward informed) being in filVOUl' of 

dispatching; her on the spot, and to be no longer troubled with her, 

while others (among whom was their young chief) were in filvour 

of sparing her life, which opinion appeared at length to prevail, .. 



THE DUTCH HEltMIT. 15 

through the influence of their leader, who at this moment dis

mounting from the horse on which he rode, and having with the 

a~sistance of another Indian placed my daughter on the back 

thereof, she was thpreto st'cured; \I' hen a part of the sanges who 

appeared to IH1VP disagreed in opinion with their chief, and were 

probahly in filVutU' of her being otherwise dispo>,ed of, (which in. 

dFed would have proved a grpat mere:v fo her, if permitted to judge 

by the dreadful treatment that she afterward pxperienced) now 

separated 1'1'0,11 those I y \\llOrn she was still held a prisoner, and 

accompa nied hy tile three other capti I'es, touk their dC'partllre in 

another directiun. 

Sile thdUg!lt she probably would huve been treated with less in. 

humanity hy the Sf\vag,'s, had they nut hy some means or other 

been p'entifully ,upplied \Iith ~pirituous liquor, II ith which they 

became more 01' less intoxicated, and freqllpntly beat hel' for no 

other reason, as ,he could conj<'cture, than thaL their natural hal'. 

barous disposi t iOlls lead them so to do I-as tlH'y compelled thA 

beast on lI'hich she rode to travel mostly on a trot, and nothing 

bei ng allowed her hut a tattered blanket to ride upon, she would 

not have been aLle to have kept her position had she not been 

supported hy tllO uf the savages, \\ Lo walked one on her right and 

, tlli' uther on her left IIII' that purpose-and to keep her en'ct and to 

prevent Iler Irani pitching- furward, allother Irho walked in the 

rear, and as occasion required held her tightly by the hair .r her 

head, and who al'peahid qnite indill~'rent as to the pain that it 

caused her; while the horse lias led hy the young chief who walk. 

ed fU1'1I ai'll fIJr that purpose, and it was in this way that they 

travelle(untd they reached t!·:e Like, where having found a boat 

at hand suitable for their purpose, they all c";sscd lilerein, but 

which heing- of only sllfl'irit~nt ,..ize to hold thenlsl'lv('s, the chief 

was ohlig.'d to abandon his horse, Lilt in silme w"'y or other sup

plied his place with auotiler ag soon as tiwj' reaclwd the opposite 

shore, and in the same n.anner as before crlJssing thfe' Lake, con. 

tinued to travel the two proceeding days, without making any lon-, 

gel' stop than time sufficient to partake sparingly of their proviso 

ion, \V hich consisted lIIostly of smoked venison, which each car· 

ried in his pack for that purpose. At the close of the firth day 

{l'om that on which my daughter became their prisoner, they 
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reached an Indian settlement, which provbd to be the abiding 

place of two 01' three of the sa vages in whose power she had lust 

been-here another warm dispute arose respeding (a~ ~he con 

jectured) whose captive she should be; many angry words were 

exchanged, accompanied with frightful grimaces, and It display of 

their long knives and tomahawks, when at length, in the greatest 

heat of the contest, (and Ilrobahly with the intention of putting an 
end thl!reto) a lusty and most powerful looking savagf! rusheo upon 

her, with an uplifted tomahawk. aud when to appeurance,on the eve 

of dashing out her brains, received a severe blow from the toma

hawl< of the young chief, which laid him prostrate and senseless 

on the ground, and which appeared to have the desired effect to 

decide the dispute, as she was immediately thereupon dismounted 
and led off in triumph by one whom she then vainly helievrd would 

prove the protector 01 her person, as well as her life, but in this 

she fi)und her~elf too soon unhappily deceived! 

The chief (ns he was denominated) was accompanied but by 

one other Indian, and who through fear of being pursued by sOlOe 

of those who were left behind, or fOl' some other reason, the two 

savages Irll-velled with much greater speed than on the day pre. 

cediug, and greatly to her suffering compelled her to keep pace 

with thern until sunset, when having sou!!ht an encampment for 

the night, in the midst of a thicket, where the yOllng chief having 

signified to her by signs and in vel')' broken En!!lish that he had 

preserved her life that she might bec:ome his adopted "squaw!" 
attempted to take liberties with hel', which was the first insillt of 

the kind that she had received from either him or anyone of his 

party, since the evening of her unfortunate captuff', and who on 

that occa"ion met with such a repulse as to deter him from are. 

petition, at that time, of his wicl,ed and beaslly design-in every 

other respect shl! was trl'aled. with more humanity than by some 

of tho~e who last lert them; hut the treatment that she then reo 

ceived was of a nature to satisfy her what she might expect from 
this ~avage ruffian, if it should he her misfortune to remain 10nO' in 

'" his power! nor in these awful apprehensions wa~ she di~app()int. 
ed, for on their arrival two days after at hi", settlement (situated 

near the boarder of the Lake) she was proclaimed by hilllself and 

others his" young captive squaw!" in great triumph, and by a 
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general pow-wow, and after being fancif~llI Y (JainteJ, and decorated 
after their Indian manner she was forcibly conveyed to his wig. 
warn, where she was given in charge of two or three squaws (one 
of whom was very aged) by whom she \101,; given to understancl 

• that that was to be the place of her future abode! 

;:~ It was at that moment (my poor child ubserveJ) she would have 
given worlds, had she possessed them, to have been once more at 
liberty, and nnder the protection of her dear parent,;, from the out. 
rages of a savage monster, who api,cilred not in the least affected 
with a vicw of the state of wretchedness in which he had placed 
her, but to the contrary, with much seeming unconcern left her 
the morning ensuing (in a state uf mental distraction) to l'e-engage 
in his usual hunting excursions, and with her most earnest prayer 
that he might llen'r be permitted to return again !-she was left 
in chilrge of his mother and sister, by whom during his absence 
she was most cruelly treated; they kept her almost constantly ern. 
ployed in pounding parched or baked corn, in a lar;,:c wooden 
mortar, which when sufficiently refined, they manufactured into 
bread, which with a few slices of half putrid venson, served them 
for their daily food, and of which they allowed her bare! y sufficient 
to sustain nature !-in fcur days from the time of his departure the 
young chief returned, at whose appearance she could not but shud
der at the recollection of the treatment that she had and might 
again expect to receive from him !-on learning from her (by 
signs) the cruel treatment that she had received in his absence. 
the unfeeling brute seemed more gratified than displeased there. 
with, and in no way disposed (as it proved) to spare the pOOl' 

child from still greater torments, and that too, apparently to the 
great satisfaction and amusement of both his mother and sister! 

The morning following, she found that although her time was to 
be devoted to some other employment than that in which she had 
been engaged, yet, to such as proved still more unpleasant and 
equally laborious, and which was no other than that of dissecting 
and preparing the carcases, (by salting and smoking) such, ani. 
mals as the young chief had returned with from his hunting ex
cursion; and in the performance of which, being not much ac~ 
quainted, she made but very slow progress, and for wbich she was 

so severely chastised by both the old squaw and her son as to brin~ 
3 
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upon her a l'IettJ,·d fever, with which she was twelve da~'lI confined 

to hf'r III·d (if a fp.w dry 1'01'11 hllSI,s COllid he so ('all,·d) withollt 

uein/! ahle 11111 wilh /.!rf'nl rlillio.:ulty to help IWl'self. and o;huuld 

(she'lh""gllt) certainly 11111'1' [Iipd. had l'he r.o[ (turin:! hpr illnp:;s 

HPpn tl'ellll'd with a littlH ",0 fl' lenity, "hidl \\as prohahly from· 

lIIutivp" of /.!ain. morp Ihal. Ihat of pity! hilt. no ~OOIlI'I' was it 

p"''l'l'ivpd that s:", 11'1,1 in iI SIIIiIII tlp;!ll'l' 1'I"'''I'''I'ed ht'l' health and 

,tl'l·/1:.,:lh. 1:1'1'1 she 'I:IS U;! I'n f· ... IIp .. lIl·d t" heCOIIlp. the viclilll of 

s!ra/l1,-I',,1 ills"lt. and ,,, lilt' 1"·II;,,.IIli,!'CP or lite daily lal;ollr allol. 

tcd llf'r. ail I "lilt'lt ill some Ill" 'I' oilH'I' shp was cOlllpelled to 

p"rfmlll "illt lilll" illt,'rlllissi .. n "nlil the ltaJlI'~' day of her (1 .. livl'l·-

111\1'1' url'II'ed. alld IInlil "hiell tilllP th.· youn/! cilipf was """'(~ II'an 

h"lf lois ti:!..' ah~.nt on 1\ hunting. tishillg. 01' ~"'''". 01:11'1' excur

sion, wllt'n Sh!l \\as alwa~'s ,,·ft. a,,; in th .. firsl in~lancp, ill cltal'ge 

of thH old "qua'" and hel' dal1;!hler, and wh .. sH :,!I'l'at"st d,.,ire it 

set'med 10 he 10 ~ee who shoul.! olltrival each IIlher in acls of crud. 

ty III','" rds Iter! 

Tilt~ 1;'1'11111:11[' d,IY (whi('h was til provll the h~t of her captivi. 

ty) til(' hili. or WigW.III1. to which sht! had hcen allllo!>t cOllslantly 

cflntillt'Cl, tit .. three lIIonths Ih.1I site had been Itel.l in hitter captivi. 

ty. wat; un!'xl"·dedl.\" visited hv IfillI' strangu "ava:,!e~, "caring a 

while tlag. wlticlt wilh Ihelll. as \\'1'11 as with ,Ihose llIore "iviliz .. d, 

is e\'er \·i,~wt·" a~ an ellll.lpfil orllpacp-:heil' first in'l'liry was li.r 

t!te YOllng chi,~r. wilh wholl' tlll'y repres .. "led to his IIloth.·1' (the 

"Id ~'l"a\l) Ihal their hlll.iness \\ as not ollly of a pacific naturc, 

but .. I' very gr.'at illll'0rtanct'-:he chi,'" soon art"r enlered, he. 

tween whom and Ihe rUlIr I'isilir.;! savages a conversalion ('ns.wd, 

and althoug" Illy child 100 illll'erfi'cily ul\(!ersto"d th.·il'langllage 

til he a~,le 10 dClerllline th·.· telHlI' 'ht!n'"I~ lei as Ihe ruur Indians 

in the cuurse Ill' the (~onvel'salioll freq'lelltly p"inlt·d to hel'. ",he 

was nul without her suspicions that it was somcthing relating to 

herself: and which was af'terward contil'med, (as three of s.lid save 

n:;"8 were about I'etlring) hy lht! chi .. !"s directing her hy signs to 

fullow them, in the nwan time repeating the word.;;" go a way!" 

• go away!" ., whilB f,lce!" ano (J1l1l of the three at the same 

moment taking her hy the Ilrm led her from the hut, while two of 

the othcrs (the filUrlh relJlaining) closely ful\owed uchind-to what 

place they were about 10 conduct her, or for what purp0:le, sho 
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knew not, nor din "lhe muc:h rare. for if to di:-pntch hf'r lit once, 

with tiH'il' clU'lS "r t"1IIalaawl,s for the sake of 11('1' 8('al". it na.c 

hel' opinion that such a dealh would in all I'rollHhilil.\' ht-' illslallta. 

neOIlS, wllich wOlild he fOIl' 11101'(' dl'sin'llhle Ihllll the enll·1 Iangl:I" 

in,; d,~alh wlaicll ~he must have e~I)I~I':enced h, .. 1 it heen hn I"t to 

havf1 I·pmained longl'!' in ('aplivit\', sII1'jP(:t to the s:I\'ag" will and 

brutal tl'ealment of one in wl,ose 1'0I\PI' ~he had 1'''''11 tl", three 

last "rect-'dmg 1II0nlhs. n'lt,:1"; it I'l'm·pd. it was Ihe will of pro' 

\·idenC!l that il Iwlter fate "11\lIILI allend her-thnt t~'e sa\'agl's in 

whose IlOwel' she was now "Iaccd illtcndt!d her no sf'riolls injllry, 

she wa' perr.!clly sfltislit-'d wh"n t!tPy apl'care.1 in no \\'av disl'o,ed 

ttl treat h,'1' hilt wilh thl) !.';re:lte~t dC;':l'ce or ll1l1tlHnily-while with 

them ,.;hp. sllfI~!n·d n"tlling ,i,r the wanl of f"od, and that .. f II good 

and \\ h"I"so,lIe kind, and as hN d'!pril'alillns and slIlIi'rin),!::I had 

renrlered hel' too re,·ble to I\al:, hilt \\ ith a I'pry slow pacl', the.", 

without 111'1" de~il'illg it. cOllstruclt-d with poll'S a litlt'r, hy tl:e aid 

or whieh they took turns to ea .... y her, anJ she was thus cCIII\'ey. 

cd nea rI v the whule dislance I)n h:.!r I'ulurn, whieh was perJoflued 

in six days !" 
AS Ihe P""I' olJ m'ln concluJed the ml.Janch"ly talp. of till! crllel 

and lInpl"eet:d,·lllt·" ~"(}:·rill:.!~ III' his tllIli'l'llIllale ehild,llip It'ars 

stre:IIIII'" pror'hedl.v do\\'n his furr"wed chet:l,~, ;." I his :,!riel' ap. 
ralelllly al th,,1 IIIII:lle,,! S,) :.!',·:1I as ,,1:llo,! to ti,r~lid lIi'lIl1llcran,:<"! 

il IVas SlIlIIe tililp III·ji,re he hecallle Slitfi '1!:lIlly ('0 IIpo,ed 10 "011 

tinll!'! his n:ll'l'alllln, anI 10 tim in!] lin" il' hi, 1I111;,rtulI,.'e d:lIl.;II. 

tel' lOll;.! SIII'vl,'ed Ih!' brllial II'I'alllll'1I1 she ... ·c,·i ... ·d 1'1'011. the ~ava. 

g"s 1\1..11' in their power '!" hi~ r,·"ly IV",.; (~till ~"hin!!) .• nil! 110' 

mv dear friend. she ,lid 110 -~h" poor eh.!d Ii",·" hUI j lsI tlll'pll 

w;.eks aft~r !te,' r"llIrll '_"I'" COll"titll!io'l was lou 1I111Ch i'''l'ai)'f·d 
hv whal s':e had endll!'t·d 11'0111 II,,: hands of a savago: 11111 IIs1 1'1'. In 

Q'r1l11it or her r"cllverv! in thl" e weI k,. frll II I Ihe 1 ill, .... ot' IIpr .Ill 

liv('rail!''' fro:n ~al:lg:! olltr':~p, sh .. hid all pll'l'Il11l R"i'lI to Ihi. 

trllllhl":iIl'ne wIll'id, ,;nd Id'[ 1111' chilll,"s at the ag" "I':n '-:\IIe! as 

if IIi,\' ClII) of wile was nllt yt'l filii, bUI thrl'~ '""'1Ihs a'll:'l' fie 

deal II II!' £III' dau!1 t 'r. I II liS hel··::1\'"d "I' IIIV II lil! I wh",c ,.,ck, 

n,'ss I had 110 dou!11 was Iltodlll·pd. alld I,el' d"ill" ha":""c!d. II,\' :he 

mdallcholv and lIntillllly (lea1h .. I' III r II II f"rlll JI,dt: ,!,,"~II"I ! 
Thus, Irie~d, was it Hie wlil vI' IJrdviJencc tu Jepril'll lIIe vI' ~(lih 
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wife and child, and I being left the only remaining member of my 
once happy family, I thus early felt a disposition and perfect 
willingness to retire from the world, and the society of my fellow. 
creatures, sure as I was, that from that moment I should find 
little or no ~omfort in either-I sot1ght a purchaser for my farm 
then under a good state of cultivation, and disposed of it for the 
considerable sum of $1200, paid me in silver and gold, which not 
then having an immediate use for, I deposited it [:)r safe keeping 
with a friend-and then shouldering my gun and knapsack (the 
latter well filled with ammunition) and with no other living com. 
panion than my faithful dog, I bent my course to this part of the 
country, then but very thinly settled, but the woods I fOllnd 
abounding with wild game of almost every kind-and here 
(thought I)is the place to which providence has directed and 
marked out for me, as I can here, in the midst of this lonely forest, 
dwell in peace and quietness, undisturbed by the society of my 
fellow beings; yes, here in solitude I could indulge in melancholy, 
and enjoy too that quiet repose which the busy world are so much 
strangers to-and on this spot I nearly fifty years ago laid the 
foundation of the log cabin which has ever since been my abiding 
place. 

At the time of my first settlemement here, the land was as you 
rnay suppose in quite a wild and uncleared state, there not being 
at that period another white inhabitant settled nearer to me (as I 
could learn) than at the distance of twenty or thirty miles-and 
it is improbable that at that time the land hereabouts was claimed 
as the rightful property of anyone individual; and I have thought 
as I have frequently been told by my nearest neighbours, that it 
justly belongs to me by possession-but in a few years the whites 
began to make encroachments, and have so co.ntinued to do ever 
since, so that at this time I have neighbours in almost every direc. 
tion within half a mile of me, and this I find quite too near for 
my comfort, for I can truly say that since the melancholy moment 
in which I was bereaved of my family, I have never so well enjoy. 
ed life as when I lived at so great a distance from them that it was 
rare that I beheld the face of a white man oftener than once in 
three or four months-there were at one time about fifty Indians 
,,;tuated within a few miles of me, who as they informed mf) were 
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the descendants of the once numerous and powerful tribe of thp, 
Cohnawahgans-I always found them peaceable and well disposed 
-sixty years ago they represented their tribe as very numerous, 
and could then number seven or eight hundred warriors, but since 
then have suffered greatly from the attacks of other tribes at war 
with them-that in the contest between Great Britain aAd Ameri. 
ca, they were with some few other tribes employed by and took 
part with the former, while they were opposed by the Onondagoes, 
Onidas, Senecas, and other tribes, who took part with the Ameri. 
cans; that in several expeditions against these tribes they were 
unsuccessful, and lost a great number of their best warriors, but 
whenever successful they never failed to ret alia Ie and to put their 
prisoners to death in a manner that was attended with the greatest 
degree of cruelty! 

As the forest abounded with a variety of game, and furnished 
me plentifully with food while my ammunition lasted, I had DO 

occasion to cultivate the land until some time after I had comple
ted my habitation, when I cleared up and planted with vegetables 
the few rods which I at present improve for that purpose; and 
with this I am perfectly satisfied, and crave no larger inheritance 
that this world can afford-for ten years I depended altogether 
on the game with which my neighboring woods abounded, and 
the vegetables which my garden produced me, for food, when hav. 
ing made a journey to the States tu obtain the proceed of my farm, 
on my return I purchased me a cow, which I drove home from the 
distance of fifty miles, and when she became too aged to affurd 
me much milk, I butchered her, and supplied her place with ano. 
ther, and at the present time possess the third, which still yields 
me a plentiful supply of good milk, and probably will continue so 

to do as long as I am permitted to live !" 
" It is now, as I observed, near fifty years since I first selected 

this spot as the place of my future abode, and have here dwealt 
alone and at peace with the world, for I do not know that I have 

an enemy on earth, and in all this time my health has been re 
markably good, having never, as I recollect, experienced a day's 
sickness, which, perhaps, may be imputed to the temperate manner 
in which I have lived, having never tasted or craved in the time 

any. other drink than the milk of my cow, or the pure water that 
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Q neighhoring spring affi.r.is mc-nor since my residence here hal 
my life heea btlt once in jPopaJ'(ly, which was in tilt! instance of a 

stldden uttack f)'I'1Il a bear. wbieh was occasiuned Ily my having 
unwisely robheri her of O:1f~ of her yOllng ctlhs, that 1 \Vas at. 

lempting 10 convey home alive, anri to reCOVt'I' which I was pur. 

sued anri ovcrtallen hy the dam. and alter being U1f1st sl:'\'erely 
handled. to save my lif", I was obliged at knglh til yi,·ld to hl't 
what she indeed had the bpst claim to. Arnong rny other proper. 

ties. I possess that which I esteelll the most valuable, and which is 
no otlll'r than that which I e)(hibitf'd to YOII a few 1IJllilients I1go,.' 

as my best defen('e again,.:t man's greatest cn!'lny. the cTt'aillTe man 

as well as the evil dt-vices of one who is v('ry .illstl~' consid,'red Ihe 

c1liefill8ligalllT of the l1:ickpdlless of man!-it is this IJI'el'ililis vol
Ullle, III)' friend, that bus aifurdd me Ilnslwal,lIhle clIllI'i",t and 

econsolution in my rJlo~t solitary 11\1(1 gloomy moml'nts-it teaches 
llIe that this world or trou!.le and affl.etion is not ulwa~'s til he ruy 

. home or ahidinJ! p);lce. hilt liliit there is anlltl1l'l' and f:lI' hetrl'r 

state of existence, !ifr those who aceept of the terms of olr"'I'ed 
mere~'-it teaches IUC to contp.mplate and admire the goodness of 

the Almghty, alld that Cllristianity supplies eVt'I'Y ridicit'nc'y of 
Illunan natllre j satisne", every real \I anI, ami grat:fil's e\'el'y rea. 
sIJnabll' deslre-hy ~ad expel'iencp. I IUlo\\, that we live in a \\orld 
of sorro\\', slIhjecleJ t" ,many affLClions, and have need of eon.o· 
lation uuder thelll, and it is tile precIOus contents of this holy bllok 

that can alone atl'JI'd it-and ( believe that ( can say in trlltl" t'lat 
it is the first bool" the hest I,o"k, nnJ t!at' "Id,'st hOllk ill the \\orld 
-it brings the hl;'~l tidinJ!", and atl;,rds the best comfurt, to tlll~ in
quiring and di~conSIJI"te I" 

The good, and 'lpparentiy, happy old man here cnncdllderl his 
narrativ!', which had clmwly engaged Ihe att!'lItion of tlte wriler 

fOl' nearly an hOllr', and which he viewed of so rUlle I inlel'pst, liS 

to i;duce hilll to beg of the old genlll)lllan 10 repeat. in ~lIdl lIIan. 
nl'r as wlluld enable him til t:d; ... illites therp.of, which he "as l!Oa. 

hiI'd to 110, hein!!; futtunateiy 1'f/1vidt'd with pen, inl, and /':'1/'''1'
and thl' in!eresting narrativp. as then twice related to Ililll, i~. he 

can as~U!'e the puhlic, the sarn(' in SIl!'lstance, liS is her'~ plesented 

to thelll-and flll' the infol'million of hi" f1'aJel's, the writer \\odd 

here add, that the aged father who is the principal suhject of it 
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has (sinee the visit or the writer) heen callcrl to his heavenly home, 

to receive tlillt rich reward to wllich we thild, Ihat most "r his 

re:Hier< will heliel'l' that his piuus and exelliplary lile I'cr,\' jlhtly 

cntitl"" Ili:II-:h~ ':'(Iuwin; o'litllllry nutice ur his uenth is ('opie,1 
il'lJlli a laIc: New Yllr!( pal'l''':-

•• Died in the tlll\'n~lril' "I' Dllnd,!", (L. C,) on the 24th AI'ril 

last (1811l) JIIII)I C, SnIFF,)J{I}, a;':I~,1 ~H, lie \l'a, a IHlivl' of 

Gel'lllany. and was I'e,t i(l1oll'n h,\' tile nnllW ,,( Ille J)1t~ch 1/(,l'lIIil 

-II 1I"n lie ti,'st tllol, "l' !.is ahode wllt'l'e he nllflpd hi.., days, tile 

"lace I\'as wild alld lonly 11$ all~' lIIi"n h""l'e COllld \\i,I.-I'.,xe,,,, 

hl'ars alld sq'li'T ,I..;, & .... wem iri" onh' (1II1Ipan:ons lill' 1I1i111)' a 

long year; he stilt.',] wlrile living, that gn'at a!Hidfll1~ \Ins wllat 

first Il,d lIilll to s['lk IlIs-I'ellided ;lilt! stllil'lry ah .. u,'-III' li\'t:'d in 

a I"g IllIt of tire I'Ildest lIrchitl'ctlln', h'[\'l1lg Iwitll(~r duor nlll' win. 

doll', if II P CXcPj1t a hule through \I hiclr he made his e,it nnu en

trance-tilt! furniture of his ah'Jde was as I'Ilne [IS COlrlJ he 11'('11 

conceil'ed, con"isting of a It'1\' Looki!lg IIten~il.<, a ill 'ck of woud 

f.lI' his chair, a hollow I,,;,: Iris only Iwd, his ('101 he,; slIdl, prohahly, 

as H.o'lin~l)n Crllslle \\'on' in the (hys of y"rf', his errJIJloYlllent tile 

cul'lvdtion or a lew rods "i'groulld, on which hl~ raist'd corn, po. 

tatoes, nnd other 1'('gPlablf's. enollgh to sllpport himsel!' and dOilies. 

tics, con"i,;ting or pi;,:s, pllllltr,l', and la riy n cow and hel' pm. 

gell,l, For a li!w ~'ears past he f"it mllctl annllyed at the inroads 

mankind nmde in tl.e woods, which until then s('cl"den him from 

the rest uf thp. 11'01'1.1, hal-ing li)1' such a length of tillle considered 

hilll~wl"lol'Il of all he ~t1rve\'ed; Ire ,.,It q lite L1;]colllli.ll'taulp at hav· 

ing neighhor.; within vie\\' of his hllt. wilen fur Illany a Iling year 

the Ilea rest hllman hahitatilill WilS Illany lIIiles off'. He lived 11. 

hal'lllil'ss and inofT"nsil'e life, fie rd;lilwd hi, l:l,,"lties to the last 

and died i:r the lropP of a I"esscd irnlilortalll.v. IIc \I'as removed 

in his last illness to one of Iris neiglluur's houses." 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

_\lthough the deceased for many years preferea the life of a Re 
cluse, to that of mingling with human society, and dwelt alone in a 
solitary cabin, yet even there, how much more contented and, happy' 
may he have been than he who would prefer the gaudy palace, 'as well 
as the society of the gay and opulent! in his retirement, with no 
other companion than that precious volume he no doubt not only 
spent the last years of his life, profitably, but with a hopeful cheer
fulness-hIs death bed (however small may have beeu.his earthly 
possessions) may yet have been full of triumph I-to hirA deatij' 
could not have come in a moment of surprise, and terri~ him 
~ith the immediate prospect of eternity! he no doubt was pe~fect
Iy sensible at that importalltmoment, that he was only ex chang- ' 
ing his frail tenement of clay, for a permanent and glorious abode 
n his Father's kingdom !-In this world of woe, happiness ap_' 
~ears to be sought after by almost everyone, by the old and the 
~oung, by the rich and the poor; and yet, comparatively speaking,' 
b~t few obtain it-this being the ~ase, does not the question nat- ' 
U1I,aIly arise, which is the proper oourse to pursue? and may we 
n~t answer, " love the Lord thy God with all your heart, and lead 
a tirtuous life!" 

Happiness does not consist, (as many have supposed) in the 
po~session of riches-to enjoy pure happiness it is not by any 
m~'tns necessary lor one' to enjoy the" good things of life" to 
ov~r abundance-many a poor subject is happier than his king; 
and'llike the pious Shafford, many a Hermit may live in a retired 
vale, and his secluded and humble d welling almost unknown to 
mall'~ yet happiness may ever reign within. 'Vhether rich or poor, 
or w,hether we live a secluded life or not, if we wish to be happy~ 
our thoughts must be pure, our desires rational, and our sentiments 
virtuFus-~t ~an,lJot be,purchased by the puerile toys of this world; 
to p~ssess It ID ItS punty we must lead a life in accordance with 
the Bible; if we will do this, our felicity will be great; yes, then, 
and not till then, shall we obtaiu the long searched for treasure! 
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