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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

TO 

S.IBERIA, &c.· 

CHAP. I. 

DEPARTURE FROM THE BAY OF AWATSCHA FOR THE 

ISLAND OF UNALASCHKA. - DESCRIPTION OF THE 

BAY OF :80 IIROWIA.-REMARKS ON THE ALEUTIANS. 

A Favourable gale sprin~ingup on ~he 29th of May, we stood 
out of the bay Awatscha. in a south-easterly, direction. On 
the 10th we· discovered a plank floating on the sea, that appeared 
to have been torn from some vessel. Agreeahte to our instruc~ , 
tions, we should have steered along the chain of Aleutian 
islands towards America, and, taken a map of this coast; but 
a thick mist coming on immediately after our departure 
out of the bay, it was unanimously resolved not to lose our 
time in a minute survey of every island, hut to keep in close 
,to the south side of those that were less obscure, 1!nd bend our 
course directly to America. , 

On the 16th we were surrounded by a great quantity of 
Boating logs of wood and sea-wort. Many sorts of marine 'birds 
in great abundance kept hovering around us, and one of them, 
of the duck species, even lit on our vessel. We were· now in. 
north latitude bOO 39', and longitude 1690 64' from Gr~enwich, 
not more than 180 Italian miles distant from the island of 
Atta. We usually calculated· by Italian miles, 60 of which 
go to a degree. 

Our people on setting out were all tolerably recovered from 
the scurvy, with which they had been generally afflicted during 
the winter, but now they felt an· increasing debility as they 
advanced f;uther into the open sea. The want of proper diet 
likewise contributed to renew the disease which had been 
completely removed. Salt meat w. almost our only food, 
having been unable to lay in any stock of fresh provisions 
at Kamtschatka, where all sorts of animals, both tUf!1e and 
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wild, are very rare, and those who. possess wIll not part ~ith 
their little stock at any rate. ' . , 

Though the.. wind was constantly favo.urable, yet the mcess~nt 
mist impeded our progress for many d~ys. We met w!th 

'nothing remarkable till the £3d, when we, dIscovered land, whIch 
. proved, ou our approach, to be ~?ltsc,hltka, or one of t~e R;at 
Islands. From what we could dlstmgmsh through the mIst, ItS' 

shores appeared to 1>e naked and not very elevated!, 1>u1' so~e­
times mountainous. At no great distance from thence we descried 
the island properly called th~ Rat Islan.d, wh.icb derives its name 
from the circumstances Df lts aboundmg wIth rats. As there 
were formerly none of these animals here, it is surmised that they 
ni~de their escape to the shore out, of some Japan vessel,. 
stranded on the (;;oats. The eastern side of Amtschitka is more 
mountainous than the western, fo.rming a l'OCky decliVity from 
south-west OOl\lorth-west. On a cursDry view we estimated its 
length at SO Italian miles. 

On the 25th, the wind became so strong that we were' 
obliged to. carry less sail. To.wards evening we. stood to. the 
llOrthj and o.n the following day to the nm'th-west; and, 
although. still ellvel0ped in luist, we cot'lld distinguish the bigh 
snowy mountains o~ the islands Adach and Jagitka. 
, On the 2fi.lih, the wind and mist abating. we pemeived the 
island Amrlja, alid the lohy monntains Atcha contiguGlils to. it 
to the W€St, both belonging to. the Andiej000w Islands. We 
~onceive.d, our latituJe to tbis time to. be. 410 54'; and· QUI' 

longitude 1870 67 ; the western point of Amilja being north­
west 52.0 SO' at a distance of. 15 miles. We sailed the who.le 
day in a parallel line with the island about 8 miles distant. It 
is naked, mountainous, long, and marrew; being from west 

. to east 44 ,miles in e:l);tent. Its eastem extremity is bounded 
1>y high al'\d steep rocks. Its ce~ltre contains a number of 
hiHs. Its population does not exceed 60 pel'sons. . 

In the evening we .came in sight (}f 111e mountainous 'island of 
Seguam, . about 24 miles. in extent, lying ~£ !:Diles llt.tfth-east 
by east of Amilja. ,It is. un.inhabited) and is said formerlJ' 
to have had a volcamc mountaIil. . 

On the morning of the 29th we passed the island Amuchta 
~t a ,distance of 6 miles.. It is about 27 miles in extent, and: 
IS said to have a volc,mo. About 12 miles from Amuchtal' 
we passed Techugagar, an island 12 miles long and {) miles-
-broad. ' 

Onth~ SOth,we fell in with the fOUl! volcanic islands, which. 
take th,elr nal!les from .e fOUl" cratevs which they contain. 
They he contiguous to. each other, and bear distinct llame$. 
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That to the seuth-west, 'is called Vlaga; that to the north­
east, Tschiginsk; that to the J1orth-west~ Tana; and that to the 
south-east,Chagll'mil.· The two first are the mgiflst, ~nd ahout 
twenty miles in circumference. . 

The latter i~lands appeared to the north~n01"th-west ~bout 
10 miles distant. They are said to be volcanic, and were 
once inhabited. At noon our latitude was 520 .34'.. Towal'ml' 
evening we discovered the island of Umnack, one of the l"'olt 
islands, which extend in an unbroken range to N 6rth America. 
They derive their name from the number of black, dark­
brown, arid red foxes, with which they abound; . but the white 
species found inaJl the islands near Kamtschatka1 are n(} 
1\"here to be met with here. Ten miles from the. south­
weHtern point of Umnak, on casting the lea51, we £oood 55 
fathoms water" on a,bed of black gravel. We drifted all nigbt~ 
and were £arried by the stream 13 nales to the south-south­
west. 
" The'island Umnak is level on its western side, put el~vated 
towards the noth-east. It extends as far as the strait whick 
Stiparates it from Unalaschka, and terminates with lll(}untains; 
several of which, risiag above the others; are volcanic, aue! 
'£rowned with eternal snow. It stretches, from sauth~west 
to north-east, 55 miles in length. The strait betw-een Umnak: 
and Ul1alaschka is at least 2 miles and a half in width. About 
00 versts from the strait, and about 7 miles from. Umnak, are 
two rocks, sl.u'rounded by water; whice, on the 3-lst of May, 
lay five miles distant toward the .nart-west. We were then in 
latjtude 5£0 49' ; and longitude 19'20 45'.\ 

On the 1st of Juue, v\'-e found ourselves in the latitude of 
520 53', and a longitude 19SP 44'; the southern pO~llt· of 
Unalaschka beingQ3miles distant. From this point- tOO 
shore gradually rises to the north-east into a mountaiu. 

On the 3d we were off the .island Spir'kin separated to the 
east ['fom Unalaschka by a strait abol1ta mile in width. Towards 
noon we estimated the latitude at 53~ 44', and the longitudg 
at 1950 9'. As the form of the island Unalaschka has been 
accurately defined by many observations of Captain Cook, we 
that d\lring the £5 days of our sailing from Petropa~­
lausk we had deviated 50 miles out of our course tow~cls the 
east. 

In the fo.renoon seven Aleutians put .off from Unalascbka in 
their single~seated baidar, and came tip to our ship.. Two of 
them, who spoke tolerably good Russian, offered to conduct 
Ull to a commodious anchoring-place. 

Evon after a large baidar, covered with leather, came along 
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side of us, containing a Russian hunter and eight rowers, whd 
had been rowing about in search of the drifted wood for fuel. 
The Russians told us I they came from the ships Bartholo­
mew and Barnabas, belonging to the merchants Panow· 
and Company, which were at present lying at anchor in the 
bt1'ait of Issanozk; but that he himself was left at Unalaschka 
as the master of a baidar, for the 'purpose of catching,. wild 
animals. . \ . 

In the afternoon, as we were neady becalmed, we hoisted 
out emr boat, and towed the ship into the strait between Spirkin 
and Kigalga. Near the entrance of the strait are two rocks, which 
tower out of . the water; they lie close to ea,ch other, and 
are about £ miles and a half distant from the island Kigalgal, 
towards 180, i. These are the rocks between which Captain 
Cook lost himself during a fog, and to which; owing to his 
providential escape, he gave the name of Cape Providence. . 

In the evening, with -the help of towing, and a good tide, 
we got rourid the northern promontory of Spirkin, anchoring, 
near the shore at a little distance from an Aleutian village, 
iu the joyful expectation of meeting with some fresh provisions 
for therecovery' of our si~k. 

From our anchoring station, a large bay eitended south­
west into the interior of the island Ullalaschka, which is called­
Beaver-bay .. Agreeable to the desire of our commander, we 
went on the following day with Doctor Merk, in a baidar, 
to examine the bay, and took. with us provisions for seven days. 
We bent our course to the south-west, by the shore of the 
island Spirkin, within the bay, which is not so steep as on the 
south-eastern side; for here the extremities only of the cape 
terminate in rocky acclivities, whereas, on the contrary side, 
the declivities are excessively steep.. . The internal part of the 
island affords four tolerable lakes, at no great distance from and 
nearly. opposite to each other. The water, which in the middle 
is 50 fathoms, becomes gradually more shallow towards the 
shore. . We chose one of these bays for our night's station, and 
f(Jund, when the water retired' in the evening, a number of 
muscles on the ,strand, containing several small pearls. The 
next morning we were obliged to remain till nine, in order to 
repair our baidars, the leather of which had been considerably 
injured by the sharp stones jutting out from the shore • 

. Mr. Merk hav~ng )anded ~o .collect. I?lants, 1 proceeded 
0uward .by. myself Il1 my. exammatlOn, takmg a minute survey 
of the straIt before-mentIoned, which separates Spirkiu from 
Unalaschka. It is a mile. in breadth, and about 50 fathoms, 
in depth ; extending to the south-east, for 3! miles, to the 
side of 1lmudichtchit, which penetratesJ for three miles, into 



COASTING OBSERVATIONs. 7 

the interior of Unalaschka. Farther on, it is narrower by one 
half, and the shore by 110 means so steep. Its depth is from 
20 to 25 fathoms, and the bottom is composed of a sand mixed 

,with shells. In the middle of ,thi~ strait, and particularly 
towards the right bank, there are many concealed focks, and 
one", which at its termination rises considerably above the 
water. In the vicinity of these rocks the water is 10 fathoms 
deep. The hidden part of the large one is covered with an in­
crustation of coral. 

On my return late in the evening, I found~hat M r .. Merk 
had collected a vast number of plants, and that .our hunters had 
shot two woodcocks, besides finding a nest full of eggs, 
which afforded us a comfortable, supper. We did not observe 
many birds on shore, but the few we saw were chiefly white­
headed eagles, and some small birds of the finch species; with 
whose red feathers the Aleutians adorn themselves. 

On the 6th, 'we pursued our rout along the sho're of the 
Beaver's-bay, passing five other different bays._ The first of 
tpem, n,amed Amugul, has an island in its centre; and the i>econd 
Taneska, has four such islets. All these bays run three or fo~r 
miles into the country, and are supplied with ,streams of fres4 
water from the mountains; their depth, in the middle, being 
50 fatnoms, and at the sides much less. .From, the Illst of these 
bays, called I\ikukala, we passed over to the opposi,te, shore 
as ,far as ~he entrance into Beaver's-bay, an1lay to" for the 
night, ~lose by a small cataract that de~cended from a lofty 
mountam. 

On the 7th we passed the bay of Uflytschaba,. and finding 
another bay at noon,named Ugadaga,: we ran into itfor the 
purpose of , taking our dinner. Here, as the Aleutians informed 
us, we were lIot very distant from Captain's-haven, beYDnd 
the mountains, which llad received its name from Captain 
Lewaschew's having wintered there. Mr. Merk and I being both 
desirous of visiting it, we immediately resolved to repair to the spot. 
For two miles we were obliged to ascend the steep mountains, 
until we gained the summit of the high chain which encompasses 
the whole island, and to which the crater on the northern 
~ide belongs. These mountains are covered from the. foot 
half vvay lip with moss and grass: higher up they are quite 
barren, termiuflting at the summit in naked rock. In the vallies ' 
9n the banks of the lakes and rivulets, a few alders and small 
b4shes ~re oCGasionally to be met with. On the summit of t~ 
fllOuntain which we as~ended we found two lakes fiJf fresh 
water; at the b'pttom of which we perceived some chalybeate 
pchre, with which the swampy places appeared to be filled. 
frcm~ tpellce we pass ell over some illferior mOU\1tains, until, 
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by a retrograde descent of about five miles, we reached the 
Aleutian vi,nage of lllulwc..',) '. . 

IIIuluk lIes on the eastern part of Captall'l s-bay, at themoutli 
of.a brook. It contains four large jurts, or huts, ~ollstructed oi 
mud, and logs of wood, which are driven 'hither by the currents of 
the sea. They are covered with grass and mud, and i~stead 
<Jf a door have an opening, which is ,too. low 'to enter wIthout 
stooping. From this opening :yo~ ascend by a beam, that se~ves 
for stairs,into the interior of the hut; where, close 'by the 

. walls, divisiuns are set apart for eftch family, und the floors are 
covered with nliih-mats, which serve for beds. Every female 
occupies a distinct division; and is mostly busied in making 
mats, sacks, or baskets, which task she executes with amazing 
dexterity. These baskets, SLc. are made of the longest blades 
of grass previously dried,' and for the. finer. works, split 
juto slips. In this process, she uses no other instrum~nt 

'but her fingers: with the nail of her foreMfinger, whIch 
she suffers to' grow to a great length, until it is allshal'p 
as a lancet, she not only parts the blades of grass,' but 
also the sinews of animals, \vhich she twists with her fingers 
ttlone iuto a beautifully fine and even thread for sewing their 
dothes. Their needles they make' of the' bOW~5 of,· fish; large 
or small as the work requires, and fasten their thread to them 
by tying. Whenever they get a steel needle, they immediately 
break bffthe eye, and rub it on the edge of a stone, till they 
have made a notch, where they can tie the thread in their usual 
w~ . . 

It is worthy of remark, that the stomachers of these women 
·al'e as beautifully shaped and decorated, as if they had been the 
workrrianship of a European embroiderer. The stomacher is 
made of the skin of a bird's neck, stretched and prepared foi' 
the purp'Jse, and ornamented with silk, or the hair of g9at$ 
and horses interwoven with that of the reindeer, ,,,hieh latter 
appears like rows of small pearls. In a similar manner 
they decorate the holiday dresses, 'girdles, and caps of their 
husbands. The dress of the men resembles a waggoner's frock" 
with a high round collar of elk's skin; it is neatly ornamented 
with goats hair, bordered with a strip of sea-bear's skin. 

The common dress of the women differs but little from that 
\'If the men. It' has a standing collar, about two inches broad, 
enamelled in various patterns. The front of the dress, imd ·the 
.opening'of the arms, is trimmed with a row of pearls or coral. 
Their festiv~{ dress is sil~ilar in shape, but more enamelled; and 
bordered With rows of coral, bird's beaks, and goat's· hair. 
When they go on the water, they draw over their common 
dress another, oracle of the entr&iis of animals sew~d together, 



FEMININE E~CENTluctTIES. 

and VI'eal' trowsersj and boots made of the skin of the sea-lion's' 
neck. On their heads they wear a wooden hat, from whicn 
descend~ an ornament of coral and hair. , ' • . 

When one of these Aleutians thus arriiyed is seated in his 
baid~r, there is something majestic i~ his appearance; but when 
he rIses; he cuts a deplorable figure; and when he walks, he 
looks still more wretchedly, being disabled by continual sitting 
from straightening his feet or knees. Their countenances are 
not unpleasing, though rather wild, and their features lllliform 
with the exception of the bone of the forehead, which projects 
too mtlch over the 'eyes .. Their hair is hlackand ~tubborn, 
but they are for the most paft beardless. I saw only one old 
. man who had a few hairs scattered on his chin. 

The men leave their faces as nature has formed them, but 
the vanity of the females leads them to disfigure theirs in a 

. variety of ways. They perforate them in llnes, from the nostrils 
to the ears, and rub in charcoal, which produces, when the 
wound is 'healed, a bluish furrow. Another is formed in the 
same manner, from the upper lip to the chin. They pierce 
the cartilage of the 1I0se, and wear. long pendant ornaments of 
amber, coral, and enamel. Enamel they receive from the 
Russians, and amber from the Americans of Alaksa, both of 
which are in great estimation. They~also pierce two holes in 
the hollow of the upper lip, in: which they wear long thin 
bones: ronnd the edges of their ears they sew ornaments of 
blue or white enamel. 

There are, however, mallY females who, out of complaisance 
to the Russians (with whom they frequently intermarry), ab­
stain from this barbarous custom. Many who are ,the oft:. 
spring of these marriages have perfectly fair European com­
plexions, and red hair, and would in my opillionbe esteemed 
uncommon beauties 'even in EMrope. They cut the hair off 
the forepart of the head, and bind the remainder into a knot at 
the back patt. They wear no covering on the feet or head, 
nor allY other clothing than the vest before described . 

.In the evening, some of these people returned from the 
chace, and infor)lled liS, that they had killed a small whaie, 011 

the western point of Captain's bay. As we passed the night there, 
Mr. Merk set off on foot the next morning to see this fish, and 
1 preferring togo by water, took a baidar with two other P'€f- . 
sons. The day being perfeetiyseretJe, I felt no apprehensIOns 
at venturing myself in this little b:uk upon the bay,. although 
it'",as only <23 feet long, one and a half, broad, a~d eIght deep: 
It was entirely covered with ~kins, ill which, opemngs we~e left 
for each perwll to enter. 1 sat in the middle, .one A leutl3n at 
the head, and another at the stern. \V C wj:re also attende~b)" 
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--tour otners,- ill separate baidars. Toone of them I gav.e t~e' 
lead to souml. the depth, where I conceived it nec.essary, while' 
I myself kept the compass, and where it was practICable ~ went 
aa shore. By this means, I effected a comp,Iete survey of Cap­
taill's-hijiven. in one day. Its entrance is divided b-'y th~ moun­
tainous island Amalmak into two straits, which run mto It; that 

. to the east, is about a mile in width~ and in the [Biddle of thlt 

. entrance, ,fmm 22 to 23 fath0ftls deep, although a little more 
to the north-east towards the main sea, the water is more than 
a hundred fathoms deep. Nearer the internal part of the 
11aven, towards the south, the depth and ground are very va­
l'iou~. At first the water decreases from £3 to 10 fathoms, 
the ground consisting of fine sand: at the distance of about 
three cables, the depth is from g, to 10 fatlwms, and, the 
ground b'tony ;.after this, the depth increases to 25 fathoms" 
with a mudd:y bottom. A ,quarter of a mile from the entrau.ce 
Near the island, is; the gulf of U dachta, about half a NlI;le 
,broad, and, on the side next the ocean, bordej:ed with a strong 
bank. The water in its centre is from 17 to 20 fathoms deep, 
and its bottom mMddy. From this· bay to the distance of two 
miles, as far as the village of Illuluk, is a good anchoring-place,. 
with 8 or 9 fathoms water, and a :mudcly battom. Here the- , 
J'oad becomes disproportionably narrow, curving out to the 
west, and penetrating into the, island of Amaknak, which, 
sh~lters it from wind ruld weather. On entering the straits, 
care must be taken to run ill on the left side ·of. s<!».ne masse8 of 
s~~)l1e, which rise above the water. They are about 60 fathoms 
dIstant from the .. hore, but the water here is 1I0t more than 

, from .0 to 8 fathoms, while that on the right side, is at most 
ollly- S fathoms and. a half. About a mile and half beyond the 
village, the i8hllld of Amaknak terminates, and you enter the 
inner part of Captain's-bay. It is about a mile bmad,but 
towards the south extends three. miles al~d a half, having in the 
centre 50 fathorns water, which becomes shallower as you pro­
&ed, the ground being always muddy. On the main shore, a 
brook descends"from the mountains, to the right of which lie 
four sInal! islands.. It ~vas behind these islands that Captain' 
Laweschew lay a wmter at· anchor. . 

My Aleutians pointed out to me a hillock on the shore 
which they said was tl,lC spot wbere the jurts for.the crew stood i; 
but at present llO vestIge of a !mman, abode ren~ained, except a: 
decayed wooden c:oss,. on ,\\I~lch, With ulUchdlfficulty, 1 deci-, 
phered the f?!Jowmg IIlscnptlOn :-" Ci1ptain Laweschew here: 
passed the wmter of 17()S-9, with his ships." - The proper and 
SC~~li"est entrai~ce to Captain's-ila.veu, or bay, is at the sotithern. 
pomt of the lsland of Ama,knak, on its right side fron't the. 
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'Western bay or strait, which is. Q{)O fathoms wide, ancl as 
wide again as the eastern. Iil the middle' it is so deep, that 
a line of 50 fathoms will not reach the bottom. At its en­
trance from the ocean, lies, on a gradually sloping shore, the 
viIIage of Pestrakowo; and on the left, adjoining the island 
()f Amaknak, is situated the isle of Uknodak, which i~ not more 
than a mile in circumferenee: The water between these islands 
is from 7 to 16 fathoms deep, ,with a sandy bottom. 

It· was late in· the evenil?g before I returned from the eXf'cution 
(,If my task to the village of llluluk, where I found Doctor 
J\ferk, with several Aleutians from the neighbouring villages, 
assembled to await my arrival. I had received instructions to 
make particular enquiries concerning the iml}1"oper 'C"onuLfct of 
some Russian hunters towards dle ~slanders two :years before. 
l~rom the accounts given to the governor, by Se',jeantBuilow, 
who accompanied the hunters for collecting the japak,itap­
peared, that this spot had been the theatre of many Oppl"~sHions. 
The serjeant had resided with these people, and taken down ill 
his day-book an account of their grievances, which, on his re.!.. 
turn;' he delivered in to the commander. Accordingly, the 
governor-general of Irkutsk had commissionedClWtaiil Billings 
to ascertain the facts. Having found all stt'ictly true, I assured 
these islandet·s, that their oppressors would be severely punished 
for their conduct, and used every exertion' to convince them 
that our august empress wished for nothing so much as their 
happiness, having strictly prohibited every disorderly proceeding. 
This circumstance of the Russian hunters, remi",ds me of the 
following passage, in a Voyage published by ~Ir. Sauer, secre­
tary to Captain Billings, where speaking· of Captain Coxe, an 
Englishman, meeting with ~ome Russian hunters, aud making 
sotne presents to the steersman Prib:yloff, he observes, in the 
16th chap. "N othing ill the world can astonish a Russian 
more than a disinterested liberality, or kindness, without some 
prospect o( future benefit: greatness of soul is applied to every 
man who is just, and grants his servants some few indulgences; 
every thi!lg beyond this is called folly, and is sure to be imposed 
upon; nor have they any sentiment of feeling, except it be ex­
cited by blows. Taking this for the ruling character of the 
Russian hunters, it will be easv to conceive the astonishulent of 
Pribyloff alld his companion;, at the liberality of Mr. Coxe." 
1,'rom the unqualifietl terms in the 'beginning of this quo­
tation, many might be led to judge harshly of the whole 
Russian natiolJ. It is, however, evident from the context, that 
be means only to apply it to the hunters, which is, however, 
done in much too general a manner. There are no doubt, 

- both in Hussia and England, and all other countries, inflivi­
n '2 
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duals, particlllarly among the pporer classes, who are dev?id 
of the finer feelings of exalted benevolence and generosl.ty, 
and may be more easily, affected by fear, than by honour or 111-

tegrity, Where then is the wonder, if such be also found 
among the Russian hunters, when we find them among those who 
call themselves philosophers. But notwithstanding al! that has 
been said by different persons, to the discre~it of tlus class of 
men, I cannot refrain from observ~ng, that these hunters, who 
go out with merchantmen to the Eastern Ocean, are mostly per­
sons who, from a state of affluence, are r~dllced by their oWQ 
e~travagance, or by unavoidable misfortunes, to the necessity of 
seeking a precarious living, at a distance from their former 
abode. Ochotsk is immensely remote, from Russia, and the 
travelling by land no les& toilsome than 'that by sea from thence 
to AIIJ,ericlJ" which must be undertal:cen irl vessels altogether un­
fitted, either in bulk or tackling, for such a distance, and de .. 
void of every comfort and convenience; whence it may be 
fairly concluded, that few, except persons in desperate or low 
circumstances, will offer their services, and tbat among such 
an assemblage of people many will be found to abuse the 
power vested in their hand~. 'Ehe hunters with whom Serjeant -
Builow was in company, had selected one from among them­
selves to be their leader, to' wnose orders they paid not the 
slightest deferllnce.According to the account of the serjeant, 
the~e hunters compelled the islanders to procure beasts and skillS 
for them, which they took without making any remuneration. 
This trade is, however, !l:( present placed on a better footing; 
some naval officers having ~nderta~en the comIpand qf the 
vessels destined fqr AmeriCa, frolD which we may natllrally e~r 
pect the preservation of good order and discipline. o~ the part 
of the Russians, ami a renewal of cOIlfidence on, that of th~ 
islanders: so that the trade will in future fhmrish OIl the sure 
basis of mutual interest. . 

On the morning of the 9th of June, we left the haveq) 
and returning at qoon to our !'>aidars ~n the B.eaver-bilY, pur­
sued our rout after dinner along the north-western shore of, th~ 
bay tOWards the ~ntrance. Having made almost three miles, 
~~. cam~ to tqe gulf of. Gan~gc;:k, directly. opposite toSper:­
km s-8tralt, Our AleutIans mformed us, thata,n English 
merchantman, ~ad anchored. here the year hefore,' The gu\f 
penetrates a nllle lJ,nd half mWflrds, At the entrance, it is a 
mil~ broad, lmd in the middle 50 fathoms deep, but farther 

. oJ? It shallows to, les~ th~n 5 fathoms, the bottom being l11uddy, 
With sand occaslQnally mterspersed. About three miles from 
the gulf, we arrived at the vilIao'e of UtsdlUO"uy situated on "' . 

. d' h '" '" , ,. ~'m mg of t e shore, near a ~tream whicn descends from tll~ 
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mountains: beyond this, the shore of the bay for three miles / 
is covered with cliff.~, and terminates with projecting rocks. 

On the 10th, I concluded my sketch of the Bea~er-bay, and 
returned to the Slawa ROSSlI, which I found ready for sea, and 
tlnly waiting a favourable wind. _ 

. While we lay at anchor, we were supplied by our Aleutians 
wIth a sufficiency of stock-fish and roaches for the whole crew. 
The hunters whom we had sent to the island Kekalga, brought 
us also a variety of sea-fowl, and a particular sort of black­
headed geese, which Dr. Merk called Canadian.. On one of 
the cliffs which rises out of the water, at a small distance from 
land, they likewise killed a sea-lion: a creature so called, as it 
seems, from the colour of their hair, and a sort of bushy mane 
on the necks of the male~, which are nearly three feet long, 
and at the breast proportionably stout, but from thence to the 
tail becoming gradually smaller and more pointed. The head 
is round and, bearded; and the nostrils extend very much when 
they are irritated. They are found in troops OIl the islands of 
the Pacific Ocean, and have frequent contests together, about 
their dell,s and females. They live o'n fish and amphibious 
animals. The people of Kamtschat,ka, who shoot them with 
arrows when they are asleep, cure their flesh and fat for food, 
and their skins either for clothing or covering their snow­
shoes. 

In the mean time, our priest baptized nipety-two islanders at 
their own reques't; but not understanding their language, he­
_could not properly instruct ,them in their new religion, into 
which they were initiated, by the simple -ceremony of the sa-
crament. ' 

For a whole ~eek, we were detainer! by nothing but con 
-trary winds. 

CHAP. II. 

,DEPARTURE FROM UN ALASCHKA FOR KADJ AK. - DE­

SCRIPTIO:-' OF THE A LEUTlAN ISLAN DS.-THE ISLAN D 

OF KADJAK, AN D ITS INHABITANTS. 

ON'the 17th of June, I accompanied Captain Billings to 
the village Utschujug, on the other side of the Otters-bay, 
where the Russian inhabitants had heated the bathH for liS. 

They are the only persons having' suah baths, which they have 
fonstructed out of subterraneous caves, and' lined with walls 
OJle brick thick. 

,Ueiqg .informed by the Aleutians, that at no great distance 
J?eyollq t4is bay we shquld cqme to that in which Captain 
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Cook had Jain with his vessels, we wished to 'have visited the 
spot, ~~nd' had no sooner commenc~d our excursiOl~, tban "'C 

discovered our ship to be under sail, and wer~ obliged to re­
linquish our design. The win,d and wtathe,r whIch ha,d been so 
favourable, as to indu(le Captam Hall to weIgh anchor III our ab~ 
sence,. was very '~oon succeeded hya calm; but by the help of 
a brisk gale \\ihich sprung up ~owards~venil1g, we m~naged to' 
get Ollt of the hay by the strait at wlllch we entered. From 
Ullalaschka we took with LIS two male Aleutians and one 
female. One of the former spok~very good Russian, and 
both' had been already on all the islands east of Unalasch~3, 
and knew theil' names. At midnight a thick mist arose" wInch 
lasted till seven in the moming, when the island At\'lltan, with 
its smoking crater, and the circumjacent islets, gradually opened 
to view. At tell ,o'clock, we discovered the coni,cal summits 
()f the island of Ulli~akl' one of which, called Agagedan, is like­
wise volcanic, ~nd at that time emitted a thick smoke. The 
extreme point of another, called Chagyan, a.ppeared to have 
sunk in. ' , 

In the afternoon, ()ur view was intercepted by a thick mist. 
N otwithstanciing, we pursued our course towards the island of 
Sannach, and found the 'depth at' midnight to be 6q fathom, 
and 'the bott@lll muddy; but farther on the depth decreased) 
and the ground beca.me alternately stony and sandy, intermingled 
with mus~les. About five in th~ morning, we descried through 
the mist;, in a straight line before our vessel, several masses of 
rock, projectillg from the water, which we instantly evaded, 
and bent our course towards Smm3:ch, to the left of which we 
perceived th~ island of Ak,atum,and a part of Unimak, lying op­
posite to the Isanoskish strait. At the distance of two miles 
from' SanlJach, we perceived 011 its north-western side a ridg~ 
?f mountains, rising one ab?ve another, but, genen!lly speak­
mg, the shore of the whole Island appeared to be rather leve1. 
J ts length was about twelve miles. On the west side, reefs of 
rocks run J?l: six inile~ into the sea, occasionally projectiug, 
and cOlltalllll1g, accordlllg to the account of the Aleutians , , 
UlallY otters. At no great distallce froJ.Il Sannach, lie three 
other small and level islands. Taking a north-eastern directiou 
from. thence, ""e p~oceeded straight to the Schumagin islands, \ 
8?d In our way thither passed a number of islands, of which 
eIght on our left hand had names. The til'st, twelve miles 
lI()rth-north-cast of Sannach, was N ainma].. To the south­
~ast of this lie a quantity of nameless islands, that are 
lIttle more than ~a5ses of ~arth projecting out of the 
:,ater. The second IS called Alllmak, or the Rein-deer island 
tro~n the ntmliJcr of wild rein-deer with which ,it is stocked: 







SIIilGULAR :tlIltnS. 15 

It is six miles distant from the former, and in like manner sur­
rounded by insular spots of earth. The third ishind, Lalu.skich,. 
lies fourteen miles north-east of the Rein-deer island. The 
fourth, Agajanaksisch, is situated only three miJesl10rth of the 
third, the fifth north-west of the fourth, and the sixth, Kujed­
daeh, t\\'o miles east of tne fourth. The seventh islalld, Kita­
gotacn, lies three miles east-south-east; amI the eighth, Una­
tchoch, two miles north-east of the 'sixth. In the strait be­
tween these two latter, there is a pointed rock, that projecb 
to a great height out of the ~fater. This is, however, less 
,entitled to notice than the lofty volcanic mountain on the shore 
of Alaksa, opposite to the island Uoatchoch, the summit of 
which 'was torn off and hurled dowl1 with a tremendous 
~rash, in an eruption in the year 1786. 

On the '2 I st, we reached the Schumagin islands, so denomi­
Jlated by Captain Bering, after the narne of one of his sailors 
who was buried, there. They are thirteen in,number, of which 
Unga and Ilagia are distingtlished by their size; five others are 
called Kagai, Saluluktussich, Nunak, Tachkinach, and Kllnu­
jutanany; the rest are nameless. They are all mountainous~ 
and lie close to each other, in lat. 55° 12', and long. 199o 27'. ' 

In the afternoon, we saw several smaU baidars advancing 
from thel'le islands towards our vessel, which they overtook. 
aithollgh it sailed at the rate of four Italian miles an hour. 01} 
one of them was a Russian hunter, who, according to his 
own account, belonged to a merchantman, which was sent 
with eighty Aleutians to the Schumagin islands in pursuit of 
otters, and was now anchoring in the Isonozkish strait. We 
lay to for three hOllrs, while Mr. Billings made out an or­
der foJ' the master of the above-mentioned vessel. 

On the 24th, we were almost entirely becalmed. F()wl 
gf variolls descriptions hovered over the sea, but particularly 

'a sort of divers, which were to be seen in immense fl.ocks~ 
'Ve shot one of them, but found its flesh more fat fuan bavoury • 

. This bird, which is a native of the Frozen Ocean, is about t1li 
size of a common duck, with a white body; an ash-coloured 
back, head, and neck, a white and round tail, a cylindrical 
pale-green bill, red legs, and webbed feet. It jives on the fat: 
0f dead whales, is very bold f and often lights on the vessels. 
lVe were surrounded likewise by. a number of eetaces, a species. 
of whale, which leaves a fat behind it on the surface of the 
water, that is very acceptable to the mews and diver!1. Sea­
lions and sea-bears darted out of the sea, very often near our 
ship. 

Towards the evening, we disf'fi)vered, north-east' 40°, a to­
lerablyiarge and steep rock, surrounded by other stOllY masse!!" 
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projecting out of the water. It is said to' be the abode <if 
S'ea"lions. ., ' 
, On the 25th we touched at the seve~ El!1dokejusch islands: 

the three 'first of which are called Abe~sinoi, Samidin, and Age-
. j~eh; and the four last, which are much smaller, have no name. 
They are all hills, very contiguous to ea~h ?~her, and s~rro~nd€d 
with reefs of rocks, both visible and mVlslble. While In the 
strait between these islandi, our comse was 'arrested by a per": 
feet calm. We found ourselves in latitude 56" 10', and lon­
gitude 202 0 51', having 50 fathoms depth of water, and a 
white gJ'al'elly bott'om. , .' ,. 

In the afternoon several Amencans came In their double and 
treble-seated baidal1s, on board our ~hip, accompani~d by a 
Russian hunter, who, as he iuformed us, was sent with three 
islanders' frornShebebow, a village in Kadjak, to catch sea-lions 
and fowls. 

One of these Kadjakers, who attended this hunter, and appear~d 
to be about forty years of age, differed altogether from the others, 
having the appearance of a female, with his nose punctured, and 
rings of .pearl-enamel in his ears. We learnt from the hunter 
that this man supplied the place of a wife to oUe of the islandersl 
and performed all the offices belonging to the female sex. 

The calm contiuuing, our ship was barely carried onward by 
the tide through the strait. J n the mean time Mr. Billings and 
the doctor went on shore, and shot some marine birds, which aTe 
very numerous on these uninh,abited islands, because they are 
seldom or never disturbed by the inhabitants of the other islands. 
In the eyel?ing a ~ale spruug to the south-east, but we could not 
profit· by It, because two of our hunters were not yet returned 
'froni'the chase. On their arrival the next morning, they said 
that, from having extended their walk too far on the preceding 
evenillg, they had been obliged to sleep in the open air. We 
now unfurled our sails. and steered for Kadjak. At noon we 
found ourselves in latitllde 56 0 20', and 10n<Yitude ~03" 21'. 
Soon after we de:;cried, at a distance of 26 l~iles towards the 
south-east, in 1atitude 56", the flat island of Elkamok. 

On the 27th we got sight of Kadjak' .. The wind, which had 
. been favourable for two days, changed its quarter; but notwith~ 
standing we \\:ere enable~, by a gentle n?~th breeze, gradually to 
approach the lslands of fllgudock and Sitchinock, 1yino. on the 
south-western point of Kadjak. During the whole ~i(Tht the 
wales swam around OUT ship, and perpetually occasioned, by their 
violent lashilig of the waves, a report very similar to that from the 
discharge of a cannon. 

On the '2t:lth, several islanders came in their double~s~ated 
baidars to our ship, witholtt betraying any symptoms' of fear. 
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They offered nothing to sale, but s@on after returned to their 
habit~t~ons. I? the mean time a favourable gale sprung up, by 
the aIU of whIch we made towards the south .. western poiillt of 
Kadjak; the depth of water decreased to 16 fathoms, the ground 
was sandy, and in some places gravelly. 

After passing the island of Tugudock at noon, we entered the 
st~ait between the south-western shore of Kadjak and~the island 
Slchtunok. Close to the shore of Kadjak lie four inlets in a line, 
the first and largest of which was Anajachtalich, and the latter, 
which affords the view of a lofty mountain, is called N asikach. We 
bore round to the southern side, and put into the harbour of Erech 
Swatitely, north-north-west, between the i~land Sachlidock and 
Kadjak, from. whence the agent' to the Russian merchant Schele­
chow's establishment came out to meet us. The strait, at its 

. entrance, is four miles and a half broad; its depth at first un­
fathomable, afterwards 75 and 70 fathoms "I'ith'a muddy bottom. 

9n account of the calm that succeeded, we were obliged to 
hOlst out the boats and tow our vessel; but a brisk gale springing 
up fair for the harbour, we entered it after a little veeri'ng ; and 
tacking oU,r ship, we moored it. The harbour of Erech Swatitely 
which is called by the inhabitants Manikaksak. 

It lies on the left side of Kadjak, in the 'above-mentioned strait, 
at theelltrance of the very secure creek of Lachik. The harbour 
is not large, being sheltered and formed by a neck of land jutting 
out of a mountain, and bending in an arch round the same moun­
tain, by the creek of Lachik. At its mouth it is 60 fathoms 
broad, and from five to eight deep, but the depth in the middle 
goes to 1 ~ fathoms. Its bottom is . muddy, and it ·is one verst 
and a half in extent. 

Towards evening we went on shore and visited Schelechow's 
factory, established on the southern side ·of the haven, along the 
shore. It consists of mud-walled huts, a store-house, and two 
jobas, built of alder-wood, which is transported in barges from the 
eastern 8ide of the island. It is inhabited by. Russian hunters, 
wpo are under the inspection of a Delawa Greek. In one of 
the huts we found ~everal children of the inhabitants'of this islal}d, 
who serve as hostages f0r the fidelity of their parents. They are 
treated very well, and not strictly confined, being permitted not 
only to see ,their pareNts, hut even to go to their homes occa­
sionally for a short stay. The former are, however, obliged to 
provide them with food and every necessary. . .. 

The island of Kadjak has been known to the RUSSliiDS for th.ll'ty 
years. Schelechow has denominated this island Kychtak, ~lllch, 
in the language of the Kadjakers, designates' every larg.e IS.land; 
1 have, therefor,e, calle!! it by the particular name whIch lIt has 
received from the'il\habitants. In the year 1763 the translateur 
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Glotow wintered here with the merchantman belonging, to .8 

trading company: in the yeal' 1765, Bragin did the same w~th 
another ship, and in ~he year 1770, the steersID:an Otsc?ered~n. 
In the Drst expedition to Kamts'Chatka, Captam Behrmg d~s­
covered this island on his return from America, and called Its 
north-eastern cape Cape Hermogenes; Captain Cook call.ed the 
same. Cape Gteville; and the islands Tllgudock and, Sltchtu-. 
nock, Trinity Islands;. , 

On the 30th ,ve carried aUf ,vater-casks on shure, and ex­
changed our foul and stinking water for the fresh and ,pureliqui<i 
that ft:o,,"ed in a gentle stream fro'm the mountain. On the oppo. 
site shore we erected an astronomical tent, and close by it a com­
mon kitchen. The islamlers flocked to us every day, as curious 
and wondering spedators, and particularly admired the extra­
ordinary size of our vessel compared with their barges. They 
gffered us n~thing for sale, probably from a dread of the Russian 
hunters, who monopolize to themselves all they have to sell. 

The inhabitants of the island of Kadjak, although in the 
neighbourhood of the other Aleutians, are notwithstanding widely' 
different from the rest of their nation. They are much taller, 
have fat and depressed faces, and a language altogether different. 
Their clothing COl~gists of a single. robe Df birds' skins sowed to­
gether, without any decoratio.n, and a little flattened hat of plaited 
roots. Theywt off all their hair, except one tuft on the crown, 
which they grease with fat, some likewise stre'Ying it with' a red 
powder, and inaddit10n to that with the white flue of binls • 

. One of them had pierced the griitle of his nose with a p9inted 
hone, four inches long; and another had taken some corals to 
serve a~ a similar ornament. On particular holidays alld festivals, 
they besmear their faces \yith various colours, marking them with 
lines and divisions Gf black, white, and red, accor.ding to their 
several tast~s. ThC:!ir baidars, or principal canoes, are double 

. the ,size of those of the Aleutians, but much shorter, being corn­
, monly double-seated, and often ~llly single-seated, with a short 

oar, 1ike a shovel. 1 have not seen their habitations, as there 
were ~lGne: i~ . the vicinity of our harbour; but, according tq 
Captain ~lll.Jl]g;;> and the d,octor's account, who, Oil an excursion 
to Sachhdok, saw several of them, they resemble those of the 
~leL{tia,ns., :'~he l1Ulnber of inhabitants on Kadjak, and tpe· 
CjrCUl~Jacl?lltlsl~ll~ls, Aphognak, Sat:hlidok, Schujech, Tugidok, 
and Sichtunok, IS computed by Delarow at three thousand. 
• On the. 3d of ,Ju~y, I sat off very early in the morning to. 
take the Bay of Laehck. It commences at the haven of the 
'Three Father~, ",hei'e it is ~ mile i~ br~adth, and penetrating 
a~)out. th~ree mlles and a half. mto the mtenor of Kadjak, in the 
dIrectIon of north, and ~10rth-westJ and afterwards bending to: 
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south.west, and terminating at the distance of two miles. Its 
inner shore is d,ivided into two sandy curyes, which are occupied 
by two brooks of pure sweet waler, fiowmg from the coutio-nolls 
mountains. From its entrance to its bending, it has 55, 60, and 
50 fathoms water, from thence to the inlerior 45, 40, and 30 
f~th?~s on a muddy bottom. Close by the shore the depth 
dWllmshes to seven fathoms, and the bottom has a mixture of 
sand and gravel. The shore of the bay is every where mOUll­
.tainous, and occasionally steep. No wood is visible, except 
near the brooks, and a few alder-shrubs' in the, nooks of the 
mountains. I returned to the ship from this excursion very 
late in the evening. . ' ' ,I . 

On the 6th; we made every preparation for resuming our 
voyage, providing ourselves with every necessary, filling our casks 
with' hesh water, and removing our kitchen and astronomical 
observatory from land. By observations during our stay,' we 
found the northern latitude of this place to be 57 Q 1 Q', and the 
longitude, according to the distance of the mooll' and SUll, 

205" 47' from Greenwich. The <;lec1inatiol1 of the needle was 
calculated by the azimuth at 26". The height of the tide 
was observed to be three or four feet, and its' average time 
of ('ommencement at a quarter before twelve'.' '., 

The inspector Deiarow gave us two interpreters, one :of 
which was a Kadjaker, the other an American, from the shores 
of the Cape St. Elias; both spoke good Russian. 

On Delarow's learning that we intended to steer for Ke­
naiskish Bay, he begge"d to accompany Captain Billings thither, 
for he had there an :drtell of Rus~ian punters, from whom he 
had received intelligence that a Spanish three-masted vessel 
of war was arrived, and lay at anchor off Cape Elizabeth. 
An Artell signifies a company of men among the lower ranks, 
who are united for some common trade or occupation. 

CHAP. III. 

DEPARTURE FROM KADJAK FOR THE SCHI,TGATSKJSH 

BAY, WITH AN ,~CCOUNT gF SUCfJEEDING EVENTS. 

ON the6th of July, we cleared out of the harbour, and got 
under sail, bearing away for the south-eastern cape of the 
island Sachliciok, beyond wbich a rock separated from it at the 
distance of a verst rises out of the sea. :00 the 7th, we·sto<;»i 
oft" to the north of Kadjak, and found its shores vel'y moun­
tainolls and woody; likewise passed many creeks that penetrated 
into· the different islands, and afforded, according to iDelaro,w's 
agSllranCe, very convenient stations for anchoriug'. We were 

c 'Z 
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now in a latitude of 57"25', and a longitude of 207 0 lb', at 
a distance of fifteen miies from the north-eastern cape of 
Kadjak, marked on the English maps by, the name of Cape 
Greville thirteen miles more to the south. Commodore 
J~ebring' saw it on his return from Cape St. E!ias, and c~lled 
it ,St. Hermogenes; the Russian hl,luters call It Jelourgl,' or 
tlle fir-mountains, from its quantity of wood; . 

On the Hth, we came within, sight of. the small Island of 
EwrawirtschiO', which is two miles distant from Aphognak. 
We were th~l~ in latitude 58" 10', and longitude 207" 45', the 
above island beirig 55", to the north-west, about ten miles 
from us. Captain Cook entitled this St. Hermogenes" and 
fixed its pO!lition .fifteen miles more. southwar.d; fr~m when~e 
we should, conclude:, that, a thick mIst had given flse to thIS 
error in his calculation of the latitude. 

Towards evening we descried the islets lying at the mouth of 
the Kenaiskish bay, or in Cook's River, and at a distance Cape 
Elizabeth. The approaching night, and contrary winds; pre­
vented us from going nearer, and aftel"'i\:ards being driven by the 
tide ~ar towards. the east, a thick mist continued to intercept 
our VIeW. 

On the 12th the fog dispersed, and we discovered at a 
distance of five miles northward, 'the mountainons shore of 
America. We soon after saw 1\"0 Americans, rowing up to us 
in a single-seated baidar. ' Before they got up to Our ship, they 
made a stop, and extending their arms, repeated the word 
Cali! tali! We invited' them by our interpreter to come on 
board, but they appeared to be long irresolute; and, when in­
duced by ,our repeated assurances to venture, they complied with 
manifest sig\1s of apprehension. 

:From these Americans, we learned, that the bay ahead of lIS 

was called N qka, and the cape that presented itself on its 
eastern side, belonged to an island, which was separated from 
the main land only by a strait. They added, moreover, that in , 
this bay were several of an ,inferior size, with sandy bottoms, 
which furnished good 'stations for shipping. Their habitatiol'ls 
lay in one of theae:havens; to which they invited us with much_ 
cordiality. Captain Billings ordered the ship to' tack, and, 
put into the bay, after which we bore up to the 'island in 

,question, passing a ,rock to the left .. that was about two miles 
.,?istal!t from: it. On arriving at the bay, Capt!lin Billings found 
It most prudent not to aQvance. We accordingly tacked about 
again,. and soon gained the open Sea. In the mean time~ the' 
,t\mEI';JCanS, left us . 

.Nuka bay is seven m~les and a half broad atits ~ntrance~ It 
t::xtend/l lliu~ miles in length, having 1ll0llntaillO~IS and WQOqy 
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shores. In the interior shore of the bay, we found in dIe cleft 
of a mountain, snow ,or ice, so high as almost' to reach above 
the tops of the trees. I 

In the morning of the 13th, we were perfectly becalmed. 
Delarow now seeing it impossible for lIS to run into Kenaiskisb 
Bay, left us, and rowed with his treble-seatedbaidar to Cape 
St. Elizabeth. At noon, we found ourselves in 59"17' latitude, 
and 2090 £6' longiiude, N uka bay beillg then nine miles distant 
frolll us north-north-west. ' 

To the 16th, we were carried backward and forward with a 
gentle wind, 01' an entire' calm, by the tide, along the shore of 
America; after which a' southern gale sprung up,' and ena­
blfdus to direct our course to Schugatskish Bay, called by the 
English Prince "Villiam's Strait. The wind in the mean time 
veered to the south-west, and afterwards to direct west. 

, On the 17th, towards noon, we made up to the island of 
Tschukli, called Montagne by Captain Cook, the southern 
point of which was then abOlit two' miles and a half f-tom 
us. After passing that point, we turned to the north, and 
ran along the eastern side of Tschnkli. The Island is mOll,n­
tainous, and occasionally woody. Opposite to the middle of 
its eastern ,shore, we saw at a distance of two miles, five 
rocks or small islets, ill a line one behind the other. Close 
by these rocks, we were perfectly becalmed," in a depth of 
45 fathoms wa,ter, and a bottom full of gravel and shells. 

01} the 18th, we bore with a south-east wind to the nOlth, 
along the island of Tschukli. 

Ori the 19th, we found ourselves in 6°2' latitude, and 
214° 9' longitude, at which time the north-western point of 
Tschukli, was ten miles' and a half diotallt from' 'us to the 
north-west; and the projecting rock,s at the entrance, of 
Schugatskish Bay," three miles and a half to the north-east. 
The latter are the abode' of sea-lions in abundance. 

In the afternoon, we were visited here by two-4\.mericans, 
who, in like manner, made a stop at some distance, aud" ex­
tending their arms, cried Cali! cali! No" persuasions of our 
interpreters could induce them t9 do more than come along our 

" ship's side. We gave them some glass beads, with which 'they 
immediately departed, promising to returl} with more of their 

• I. ". • 

compmupns. , " "' 
Towards evenino- we rah into the mouth of the bay N lIts­

chek, lying to the
O 

right at the eiltral1~e, o~ Schugatskish'Bay, 
opposite, to the qorthern point of Tschukh.' W e ~ast :anchor 
immediately at the entrance seven fathoms deep, m' ~,salldy 
b,ottOlll, at three cables' distance from the shore, opposite to a 
/3p~mg gllshing out from the 'cleft of a l'ock, from' whence we 
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could conveniently :fill o-ilr casks. W e foun~l th~, whole shore, 
and the contiguous mountains, overgrown w.1th bl~ch and alder­
shrubs,. and a particular sort of tree resemhlmg. a fir .. 

Early on the mornino• of the 20th, some Amel'lCaIlS came 
on board our ship, . and formed an acquaintance w~th us. .The 
following clays they came in greater numbers, off~rlllg us pIe~es 
of otters' skin, arrows, and wooden house_utensils, for ~hlCh 
they particularly preferred taking small blue glass beads. In ex­
change. Tn their traffic they often used the words amzco and 
plenty, which they had learned from other vessels, that must 
of course have been Spanish and English. 

The Americans of this part are of a middle size, and a 
hro\vll complexion, with black, straight, and bristly hair, being 
upon the whole. very similar to "the Aleutians. Their whole 
dress consists of a vest of birds' skins, aud their hats are of 
platted roots, like those of the Kljdjakers. Some have th~ir 
under lip cut through an inch and half deep, and parallel With 
the mouth, wearing ill the cavity little plates of green jasper, 
three' quarters of an inch broad, and two inches three fourths 
long. Their baidars are double or single-seated like those of 
Kadjak. We did not see their habitations, there being none in 
our vicinity. Our guests also informed us, that they lived at a 

, great distance. , 
On the Q 1st, Captain! Billings announced to us, that agree­

ably tuher Imperial Majesty's most gracious ukase, he was pro­
moted to a captain of the first rank, as soon as he was arrived 
"'ith the 'ship entrusted to him at Cape St. Elias; and as he 
had reached that cape, according to the maps given him by 
the Board of Admiralty, he now assumed that rank. 

> On the Q2d, I receiyed a written order from him, to navigate 
the interior of Schu~atskish Bay, in order to survey the shores, 
aud ascertain whether they bdong to the continent, or an 
island. . 

One of the Americaris agreeing to accompany me' in his 
haidar, and tell me the name of the islands and brooks, 1 treated 
him with gl'eat kindness, made him presents of enamel and 
beads, invited bim to my cabin, and treated him with tea, 
which he . liked very'much, on account of its sweetness. But' 
af!'::r he had drank his tea, he concealed the cup under .his 
clothes, and ",auted to take his leave. I demallded it back' 
with the as'uranc,", ~hat L c~uld not possibly spare it; upo~ 
whIch he returned It, declanng that he ihoucrht it had been 
given him as a prescnt .'''it\.the tea. It is in g~neral worthy of 
observatIOn, that the mhabltants of these parts have a violent 
propel1,ity to theft. A day seldom passed ill which soruethin .. 
..,Yas not stolen from us, or our people., Many times they tOf~ 
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out of one's hand what struck their, fancy, . and instantly 
made their es(!ape to the shore. As an American was once. 
conversing very familiarly with one of our bunters, he all on a 
sudden s,natched his cap from his head, and springing into his 
baidar, was making off in all haste to the shore, when he was ' 
overtaken, and obliged to restore the plunder. Another plucked 
the scissars out of our taylor's ,hand, and made his escape. Our 
sailors, however, treated these savage people with great civility, 
and conducted themselves so peaceably, that only one difference 
arose, which was however quickly settled. An Artell of sailors 
had invited an American to dine with them 011 buck-wheat 
grits, of which he took a spoonful in his mouth, and swallowed 
a little, but as he did not like it, he spit out the remainder into 
the common dish. At this the sailors were highly provoked, 
and in the heat of their anger, were going to deal their blows 
upon the poor wretch; but on hearing the noise, I we hastened 
to the spot, and delivered him from the assailants. .He him­
self, however, was all the time at a loss to conceive the cause 
of their angel, and requested an explanation; which was no 
sooner given him, by observing, that he had made. the mess 
unpalatable to the rest, than he in his turn was no less 
offended at the indignity offered ,him, assuring them that his 
mouth was not unclean, and that none of his countrymen would 
have objected to eat after him. 

On the ~.'3dJ I set off on my excursion, having an inspector 
of the mines with me, to collect natural curiosities, sixteen 

. men for my crew, and one of the Kadjak interpreters. At 
first, we passed the bay of N utschek, which is about two miles 
broad, having in its centre three lofty'rocks rising out of the 
water. i', . 

. From the bay of N utschek, the shore yvinds for eleven miles 
towards the north, and then turns to the east. Vie'" continually 
kept close to the land, and found it, for the first four miles, 
mountainous and steep, but farther on more woody and more' 
level. Here we were overtaken by four b'aidars with six Ameri­
cans, who continued as oUf guides until evening. On, our look­
'ing out for a station for the night, they advised me to go on as 
far as the mouth of the brook, which we found abounded greatly 
in fish; but as 1 would not follow their advice, they left us, ami 
pursued th~ir own course. We took up our night'8 abode in a 
little creek, and after going on shore to prepare and eat Qur 
food, we returned to our bark, hauled it off a little from land, 
and lying-to with a small anchor, kept a watch all night, to pre­
vent being surprized by any unexpected attack.of the savages. 

The uext morning I pursued my coorse, and soon passed the' 
brook, to which the li.l~lericalls bad, the evening before, invited 
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me. On the ~hore stood a cross ~ith a Latin inscription, similar­
to what is found on catholic crosses. After making sixteen miles; 
we bore away to the righi, for a bay which was two miles broad. 
The shore on both sides was' at first level, and afterwards ro~e 
into inconsiderable mountains. ' 

Towards noon we were met by eight double-seated baidars 
with Americalls, among whom were some of our acquaintances, 
whom we had already seen in our ship. They had been .on the 
chace after others, and told me, that the waters in whIch we 
were ~ailing, which we had taken fgr a b!!-y, was only a. narro~ 
strait that leads into the open sea,but scarcely passable wIth theIr 
small baidars. They mentioned to us, likewise, a small island 
on the left side of the shore, wI1ich was,' in like manner, sepa­
rated from the continent by a narrow strait. Both we and the 
American~ landed on this island to prepare our dinner. They 
hauled their baidars 011 shore, and took out a young female otter 
which they had just killed, and two young otters, for which I gave 
them some etlamel and beads. In the mean time, my diuner 
being dressed for me, our llew companions flocked around it 
with eag~r curiosity. I invited them to partake of the meal, 
which they joyfully accepted, and discovered so much civility ou 
the occasion, that I was occupied more with observing their 
movements than with eating. On the other hand, they were 
n~·deficlent in hospitality, but invited me, in their tum, to par­
take of some boiled otter's-flesh, which they had just prepared. 
A keen appetite, and a rather savory ,smell, induced me to accept 
the offer. When hot, the flesh had an agreeable flavour, very si-

. milar to that of a sucking pig; but when cold, it leaves a strong 
taste of sea-weeds in the mouth. 

After dinner we parted from our friendly Americans, and bent 
our course up the strait; but a thick mist coming on, we kept 
close to the left shore. Two hours after, the mist dispersed, and. 
left both the right shore and the sea open to our view. .J now 
steered in an oblique direction across th~ bay, in order to mea­
sure it, and found its depth '2~, 2, and 1 ~ fathoms; its bottom 
sandy, and irs bl'eadth ] j- mile. It was then high water, but 
fearing lest I should be stranded on the return of the ebb, I 
tucked about in the evening, and arrived before break of day 
the next morning in Shakutskish Bay. I would fain have ex­
amined the whole bay, but the want of provisions, and still 
greater want of time (being limited by my captain to only four 
days longer), obliged me to relinquish a farther examination, and 
commence my voyage back towards Elava . 

. On the 25th, we spent the last night at the distan.ce of 6! 
mIles from N utschek, when we met with some families of A1Tie­
ricans close by the shore of the sea. Some of them iived in 
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huts of boards fixed together; 'others under . large leathern 
ba~dilfS, placed in ail inverted position. As they saw us ap­
proach, they made their lIsual movement of extending their arms, 
and crying Cali! cali! No sooner had I stepped on shore, than 
one of them came up to me, and laid his cheek on mine. This" 
man was consiuerably taller than the rest, and had hi~ fac~ 
dyed with a black coleur. The interpreter told me, that he and 
a~other standing dose by him, were the Troies, or elders in their 
trIbes; It was manifest, that they had not at first a complete 
confidence in LIS; but I addressed them kindly, and assured them, 

, that, so far from offending them, we wished to be on the most 
friendly terms with them. They now pointed to the sun, \.¥hich 
was meant to signify that they had no evil intentiong: "You be', 
as good to us," said they," and conduct yourselves better than 
those who formerly came here with their ships to our shore, and 
why should we then quarrel with you?" I w'ished much to know 
of what nation these ships were, but they were unable to give 
me any information of thiskil)d, only saying, that two and three 
masted ships arrived here yearly, and that in this year two had 
Jain in Kenaiskish bay. It then occurrer -to me to enquire 
atout Commodore Behring: whether they remembered any thing 
of it vessel which PlUst have be~nthe first that they had ever seen 
on their shores? I wished to learn the al1choring station of this ,'. 
navigator, but doubted very much whether Tschukli were the 
islan{l, which he den9minates the Cape of St. Elias, as this was 
rparked in the charts delivered to us by the board of aamiralty. 
One of the Americans then actually told us, that his father had 
related to him something of this ship; which, however;, had not' 
landed at Tschukli, but at the island of Kadjak, that lay about 
two days' sail to the east of this place, and was actually re", 
s9rted to in tlie summer by the Americans, wlw wen~ in pl)rsuit 
of otters. The crew of this ship went on shore~ and·left theJ;ll 
some knives and beads. 

A few years after another and larger ship arrived there, which 
was stranded on the islaml of TscllUkli,and not a single man'of 
tbe whole crew was 8aved. To,,-ards evening the Troies brought' 
me two small boards, four feet lonp', two feet broad, and half 
an inch thick, and begged me to accer;t them as- a token of friel1d~ 
ship. ' 1- presented them each in return with a looking-glass, a 
knife, and some beags, which they very joyfully accepted, warn­
ing us to take particular care of our things, and be on our gu~rd 
ao-ainst some of their countrJmen, who had a strong propensity 
t; rob liS. The very next morning we experienced but too fully 
the propriety of the caution; for, notwit~~tanding all our vigilance, 
an American drew a jacket from under OUf ,steersman's l~d so 

"dexterously, that though the boy was not sleepmg, he had 1I0t the 
SAr;YTSr;IlEW, 'VOL, n,] D . 
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sli~htest suspicion of. what "'lias ~Jassing,. The thief changed hi~ 
dress, besmeared Ins head and face wIth a red dye, and came 
with his compa~nions to liS again as usual; but his kna~er~ did 
not rem·ain long undetected: for no sooner was the affaIr made 
kllo~vn to the Troies, than the perpetrator was di~cove·red, and 
obliged to deliver up }he stolen article. He brought it himself,. 
and giving it to the lad, advised him with a smile, to take more 
care of his tlungs in future. , 

My sailors observing to me, that thl"y had noticed a smoke 
):ising at a distance, I enquired of the inhabita:l~ts the cause, 
and learned, that it issued from their dwellings. UpOll this, I 
feIt a desire of visiting "hat J supposed to be. theil' wi,nter-ha­
bitations, and req,uested them to conduct me'thither. They 
willingly complied with my request, and 1 set off in their 
baidar, accompanied by my interpreter. Bunning'first up a 
rivulet, we crossed a lake that was about five versts in ex­
tent, not very deep; and overgrown ",.ith sea-weed. We landed 
on the other side, not far from the mouth of the brook; but ilI~ 
stmid of winter habitations, we only fOllnd a few inyerted 
baidars, and a hut made of planks set together, in which some 
'Women were living with their children. They had taken up . 
their abode here, for the purpose )f fishing: the mouth of the 
brook aboullding with all sorts of fish, particularly one called the 
hump-backed. salmon. This isa fish of the salmon species, 
about a foot I and half long, having a small .head" a sharp nose, 
and from whence a hook projects, small teeth ill the jaw, 
a bluish bad full of round blackish spots, a blue tail, singularly 
tUl'lled up, and white flesh. It receives its name from a large 
hllmp which grows on the back of the males, when they are 
Jean. They abound in the. lakes alld rivers of lh,mtschatkaJ 

fl'om July to the middle of October. . 
This brook is so shallow, 'that 'the dorsal fins of the fish 

going agaillst the stream, almost 'perpetually rise above the 
,\ atel'; alld· we witnessed a dog seizing the fish with the o-reatest 
facility, and dragging them with his teeth to the shore~ 0 

The l;\'Ome·n had on oLd vests of otters' skins, and their hair 
·was tied up in a kuot on the crown of their heads' but their 
face~ were. not so disfiglu:ed as among the Aleutia:is. After 
makmg them ,some presents of enamelled articles, beads, ~md 
lleedles, I returned to my bark. 

At 'noon, I took my leave of the Tl'Oies, with thanks for 
their ciVility :lud assurances of our friendtihip; after which, I 
depart~d, ·and reached, Slawa in the evening. 

DUI'lJ1g the, whole of our. voyage,· 1 had great apprehensions 
of all attack trom the Amenc\ws, 'and for that reason had uni­
[mfiJlyadopted the precaution befvre~ll1el1tioned, of sleeping at 
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:3 distance ~rol1l the sh?re, and ?f having vne person to keep 
watch all mght. To this precautlOll, \yluch then 'appeared su­
perfluous tl) my companions, we were most probably indebted 
for the preservation of (lUI" lives. A rude people, who know of 
no moral feelillg to check their inclinations, 'will follow the im­
pulse of the moment, like the brutes, and from a trivial motive' 
'Will saf::riiice the lives of others, whpl1 theY'inipede the in,dul~ 
gence of their \yishes. \Ye \\ ere i~1 great dUl1O'er of havillO' 
evinced the truth of this remark, by a mehmcboly example~ 
The savages had learned from our interpreter, that [ had much 
hardware and beads with me, which awakelled in them the irre­
sistible desire of getting pos~essioll of these tr,easu;'es: as it 
appeared, however, ill1po~sible to ~teal them, they took the 

,resolution of mnrdering us all Oil a convenient opportunity. 
They consulted with OUl' Interpreter, proll1istllg him his liberty 
and tbeir assistan~e in condll~ting "him '"bae~ to ,his country: 
and at the' same tune threatenlllg 111m With the n1<),t dreadful 
punishment, if he should make the least discovery. Nor did 
he in fact tell me any thing of the plot, until some :time after. 
Their conspiracy was the first time to h~,ve been executed on 
the first day of our leaving the vessel; for that reason they ad. 
vised me when I halted for .. the night, to go up farther towards 
the fishiug brook, thinking that that would be a more convenient 
place for them to effect their purpose; as had already 
been the case with some Spanifll"ds, who, according to their 
own account, relying on their sincerity, had b~en so impi"udent 
as to extend their rambles without any precaution. The se'cond 
time they took the resolutiOli of sllrpri"sing us, was when we went 
on the shore of the strait to take our dinner: For this pur­
pm,e, a party of· them, te tbe number of more than twenty, 
continued sailing about our bark. They were il\ eight donble­
seated baiclars, "two in each, sitting in their 'proper places, and 
the third lying~t the bottom. The better to conceal their de­
sirn, they affected great civility, and expressed an eager desire 
'to do liS some ~ervice; while, watching the opportunity of our 
going all 'shore, ttJey intended to carry off the bark, and thus 
get liS completely into their power. 13l!tilildillg tbemselves 
frustrated ill this expectation" they began to throw off the mask, 
and ofler our saitors nj~ny open inSUlts. 1 now commanded' 
my mpn 011 the oue hand to, avoid every c"u,'w of quarrel, and 
;reat them ,,,ilh ciVIlity, while all the' O.ki ham-\, I strove 
to inspire them with terror, by letting "them see the eiL",t of 
our nre-arms. 1 accordingly desired one of o~!:' Lunters t,J j;)',o 
among a flock of mew~, ~~,; 1 h~:y "\yere passillg; 'and Lee' ;, "lm )'1; uy 
hit onc of them, and bru":':;;lt it .to the ground. They Were at 
unit frightened at the repQrt, hut afterwards eyed the dead birct 

. A ~ 
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with wonder and curi0~ity, 'enquiring where the arrow ~vas with 
W9ich it had beeu struck. The interpreter, at my desIre, then 
explained to thell!the" nature of our, gUllS; and in order to render 
it still more intelligible, I had a ball, shot through a post, 
which -excited their amazement to' that degree, that, they con­
tinued for some time fj.xed in thoughtful contemplation. In 
the~ mean time, we had all our things brought back, to the 
b~rk', and, putting off from the sho~e, sailed away, 

Both parties of Arnericans were 'composed of stout yuung 
people, who were all of an age to Ul'ldertake any darjn~ enter­
prize of this kiQd. Let it not, however, be sllppose,~ from 
this circumstance, that all the natives are' equally treache'mlls. 
The Americans with whom we spent the preceding night, con­
ducted themselves with, great openness, faiflless, and civ1l1ty; 
and although they had the most favourable opportunity of 
,overpowering me and my companion, who were' amidst ,hem 
unguarded and unarmed, yet I never discovered any inclmation 
in ttem to offend or injure. I also granted them my confi­
dence, because they were for the most part men of respecta­
ble appearance, and advanced ill years. , 

On the 27th, 1 returned to the ship, which I found still 
unprepared for pursuing its voyage. Th~v were still cutting 
wood, aNd filliug the water-butts.' From the wood opposite 
to where we Jay, they had cut a stock of. poles, spars, and 
yards, and also some trunks of American firs, which· in ap-

'pearance are very sil'nilar to Ollr own, but excel even the 
larch in strength and solidity; being likewise of a sufficient 
size for tol~rably large vessels. , 

The American'S did not provtde· us with fresh fish, but we 
managed, by means of our own nets, to lay in a stock for our-
selves of the hump-backed salmon, and other smaller fish. . 

CHAP. IV. 

DEPARTURE FROM SCHUGATSKISH BAY TO THE EAST 

OF THE ISLAND OF KADJAK, 'AND RETURN TH~NCE 

TO 'KA]\O~TSCHATKA. - ARRIVAL AND WINTERING IN 

THE ['IAI;tEOUR OF PETROPAULoUSK. 

ON .the 30tl~ of J ~Ily We weig~ed an~hor, and put to, sea. 
Towards noon we were in the middle of the strait, bet,£een 
the bay of N utschek and the islaIld Tschukli in latitude 
60° 16' 49", and Jongitude 213" £'. ' 

Till the 3d of August we stood to the east keeniuO" ill close 
w~th the. shore, which .appeared to be sandy andl~vel, but 
b'lcked at a dlstalwe by some mountains. In 'the morning we 
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saw three ~slands ahead of us, one ?f which ~as called Kadjak, 
or accordlllg to Ccok, Kay. It IS mountamous and woody, 
~tandll1g out beyond the other contiguous islands, stretchlug· 
III len~th from north-east to south-weJit, and having on the 
latter sIde a particularly remarkable mountain that declines to 
the sea, with a steep declivity; which is 80 white, as to be 
hardly distinguishable ii-om snow. On the southern side only 
it appears so· steep; but on the eastern and vvestern, almost 
entirely level. At some distance .we perceived a lofty kekur, 
or pyramidal stone pillar, rising above the water; aud on 
the shore we descried,.among the ridge of mountains, one l:e­
rnarkably lofty, and covered with eternal snow, to which Captaiu 
Cook gave the name of Cape St. Elias. This then was the 
,place to search for the cape, denominated by Commodore. 
Hehring, the Cape St_ Elia~, for the position of the island 
Kadjak, its kekur, its lofty mountain, or crater; arId the coinci­
dence of the latitude with that mentioned in Behring's jourual, 
4;ovinc~ that the first ship which the Americans spoke of to I us, as 
having. been seen by their fathers at that island, was Bi)hring's ship. 

Our stock of s~a provisions at this time ran very low, and as 
we had now no pro~pect of recruiting, it any wliere, but in the 
harbour of Petropaulousk, it was unanimollsly resolved to bend 
ollr course back to Kamtschatka,which was a voyage Df 110t 
less than two months. Here we expected to find the necessary 
supplies provided for us, from Ochotsk,· duriug the summer. 
Had it, however, been contrived for the provisions to have been 
sent us to the island of Kadjak, or Schugatskish Bay, our re­
turn to Kamtschatka fo'r the winter, would have been rendered 
superfluous, and OUI' time might have been usefully employed, 

• in surveyillg the southern shores of America, and returning in 
lVlar.ch again to the lIorth. 

Captain RiJlings resolved on an immediate at~d direct return 
to Kamtschatka, ""ithout stopping allY where, which was in fact 
rendered necessary by a want of water and biscuit; on which. 
account our people were kept to half a[Jowauce. Thinking 
ourselves however, on the 29th, in the neighbourhood of Una­
lasch,ka, Captain Billings consulted with the officers, whether 
we should touch at that place to take in fresh water ,; upon 
which it was agreed, thaf, from the lateness of the season, it 
was most ucl\-isable not to lose any time in hastening to Petro­
paulousk. We were indeed bound by our promise to restore the 
Aleutians, whom we had taken with liS as, illterpreters from 
Unulasci1ka, to their homes; and, flattered with this expectation, 
they were perfectly contented, until they fOllud we were bend­
ing our course direct to Kamtschatka, when their satisfaction 
:was changed1into ,the most poignant distress. In a tit of de-
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sperate affliction, one of them cut his rhroat; but tIJe WOlt nd, 
which was not lllortal, was quickly healed by ollr surgeon: how~ 
ever, the man died soon 'after our arrival at Kamtsehatka; 

On the Soth, we discovered,' in gloomy weather, to the north­
west half-west, some land with two mounta111S, which was, 
however, soon intercepted from our vito\\' by the mist. The 
twof611owing days we changed OBr longitude I k degree westerly, 
but continued in the SHlDe latitude, and saw on the 1st of Sep­
cember, the same land afresh to north-east 6jo.Many more 
sea-birds tlmn usual now made thei~ appearance, arid among 
them Urilas, which accrlrding to the general observation of 
navigators, are a sign of land being near. At this time we ob~ . 
served the latitudt:' to b~ 5.'3°, arid calculated the longitude at 
190" Q/; but afterwards, having an opportunity of rectify­
ing our observations, by the distance of the moon from the 
sun, we dlscovered that we were then 'seven degrees more to 
the east. ,According to this latitude and longitude, we con:' 
eluded that this laud could be hone of the islands known to us, 
nnd of course IUlIst be some new island. 

In my opinion, there are, both north and south qf the known 
cluster oL Aleutian i~la!1ds, others hitberto undiscovered, which 
appears corroborated by the otters, lions, and other marine animals, 
passing the Aleutian islands, in the month of'J uly, from the 
south to the north; and afterwards returning in October, from 
north to south: whence, we lllay conclude, that they spend 
the summer in this cluster to the north, and the winter in the 
one yet unknown to the south. The northern cannot, however, 
be situated farther than the 60th degree, ilOr the southern heyond 
the 45th, for between these degrees only are otters and sea-liens 
to be found. 

On the 4th of September; in the afternoon, a violent squall 
split our top and foremast and bovYsprit, which we repaired on 
the following day. Since'our departure ,from America, '1Ne had 
continual contmry, winds, and being almost al ways obliged to 
deep to 'windward, we had not been able to make more than 
}lalf our way in fifty-two days. Petropaulousk being still at a 
considerable distance, we found greater economy necessary, 
paving only twenty tuns of water remaining. All in the shi'ps, 

. both ofljcers and men, now received only a pint a day; and in 
9rder Dot to provoke our thirst, we abstained from salbment) 
find lived entirely on boiled peas. . 

On ~he 24th, we discovered in tbe morning to north half.. 
west, the lofty snow-covered mountains of theislancl of Tanaga. 
and towards the north,the lofty crater of the island of Gorelin 
fifty miles distant from us. The next day we got sio'llt of th~ 
.smalland almost le}'.el island Al11at~gnak. which ";'1(1 \It 19 
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tniles distance. vVe found our latitude then to be 50'" 48' ; our 
longitude j 69" S6'; and the il"lclination of the needle 11" 19' 
easterly. . 

ORthe 5th of October we were enabled to rectify our obser­
vations by the distlclnce of the moon from the' SUll, and fixed our 
longitude at 16]<' iQ'; whence we perceived that we had 
calculated 11" 16' too far forwards. The error arose since olir 
depa.:ture from Schugatskish Bay, as the tide of the sea was 
unknown to us, and we had much contrary wind, being mostly 
west, but sometimes inclining to the south, or south-east.­
We had a complete east wind only once from the second of 
October, for forty-eight hours in succession, and never llortJb 
or north-east wind. At the same time we made the observa­
tion that with llorth-west west; and south-west wind, the at­
mosphere was not thick but overcast, and that south-east, sou'th, 
and eas~ ',\'inds, on the contrary, always brought r<tin and mist. 

On the 6th of October we had only 'eight tell and, a half of 
water, and a voyage of 3&0 miles to the harbour of Petropau­
lousk ; on which account our allowallce was again diminished 
to eight small glasses a man daily, for cooking and drinking-. 
Some bore this deprivation with perfect patience, but many 
were dreadfully tormented with thirst. 'They often took _ blood 
into their mouths ill order to alleviate their surrcl'ings. N oilling 
could equal the joy which the appearance of rain occasioned,' 
nor the eagerness with which every.olle strove to catch it. Every' 
change of weather, however trivial, was watched ,,,ith the ut­
most inquiet~de ; if it was favourable, ·the hopes of ·all were 
flattered wilh speedily reaching the harbour, and the hOllrs were 
calculated which the ship would require, at the given rate, to 
complete the voyage; bua contrary breeze wouU as quickly 
disperse all our hopes and calculations, and cloud every coun­
tenance with the sadness of despair. At Jength, after four days 
veering and tossing about, we approached- the shores of Kamt­
schatka, and, with indescribable delight, we perceived, on the 
10th, the Shipunish promontory, and the lofty' crater of Wilnish­
ninish. vVe were not able to get into the A",atscha bay before . 
the 1 sth, and llot illto the harbour till after midnight, wben we 
!aid Ollr vessel to, in the very spot where it had lain the preqcd-
mg year. . _ 

Our joy at having thus happily terminated our peCl_tliar voy­
age, may' be better Gom:cived than dCSCI ibed. Our welter , ... a.s al 
ready reduced to the lowest ebb, and had colltrarv wi!lo, de­
tain~d us but another twenty-four bours, our sitU'~I~i(>11 w()ukl 
have beell lamentable in- the extreme. It i., ratiJer surprising, 
t1uJ.t with all ollr deprivations we relll~lj\1ed healthy, aild expe-

. [.iericc~ no ill CQll)equences whatever. We swall,)wld the tjr~t 
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fresh 'wafer which came within our reach with the utmoSt 
avidity, and certainly found it the sweetest beverage we had ever 
enjoyed in our lives. In a couple of days ollr whole crew was 
removed on shore, and quartered in the old jurts we had built 
for ourstlves. We unrigged the ship, and brought all our 
stores into the magaziue. We found the g<llliot already there, 
which had been sent from Ochotsk with provisions for us, and 
}md also brought that part of the Dobroe Namereni's. crew, 
which had been left behind . 

. To the cl~se of October the weather remained fine, but 
was succeeded by rain and cold. In order to guard the 
stores collected at the fortress of Bolscherezsk, and to make 
room for us in our narrow dwellings, thirty-four men were sent 
thither for the winter. . 
. In the preceding winter, Captain Billings had h~d the-plan 

of building a riew cutter to accompany the Slawa l}ossii in the 
ri~'er Kamtschatka;. and for that purpose had dispatched a car­
penter and several other labourers to t~e tdwn of Nishue Kamt­
schatsk .. The commanrlof this vessel devolving on Captain 
Hall by right of seniOl:ity, he set off on the 16th of December, 
in order to in~pect its construction. The necessary materials. 
and tackling were sent after him on sledges, drawn by 
dogs. 

We accompanied C1ptain Hall, and truly envied him his oc­
cupation, while we were obliged to drag through four winter 
months in total idleness. In order, however, to get rid of our 
tinH', Mr. B~lJings, Mr. Behring,' and I, travelled, at the close 
of December, to Bolscherezsk, where the latter and I staid 
only fourteen clays ; hut Captain Billings still longer. Onou.r 
return, we were overtaken by a sever~ frost among the moun­
tains which run through the middle of Kamtschatka, though at the 
same time it had tha,,'ed and rained in Pl';tropaulotlsk, not a 
hundred ver,ts distance. 

Soon after this, Captain Behring 'vent, with a pait of the 
crc\v destined for manning the new cutter, to Nishne KaUlt-
schatsk, . ' . . '. 

In the latter half of January, and the whoie of FebruaI,:Y,' the 
fros.t was so violent that the part ·of Awatscha Bay,' from 
the interior of the harbour to themllscle bay Rakowoi, was 
covered with thick ice that admitteq 'of being passed -in. dog~ 

/s1edges, with great security. ' . 
A t the beginlling of A pril we began to careen our vessel, in 

order to examine the under part, and l clear it of the sea- weeds; 
fo)', on the \, hole bottom, seawort was "Town out five feet 10no-, 
l ' b. b 

and 1if"ual sort~ of muscles had stuck among It to the boards. 
We wen: employed the whole of April in preparing for OUI' 
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voyage. On the first of May, I went jn a wooden baidar to 
the Shipunish promontory, in order to examine the -contiguous 
bay, of which the inhabitants had said much that was useful to me 
We sailed immediately from the Awatscha" bay with a 'fai; 
wind, north-east-half-east, directly to the steep rocky mOUll­
tai~s of ~ alatschew. To this yoint the shore is formed by 
an mconsHlerable curve, and begll1s from A \\'atscha bay, with a 
rocky declivity, but soon after becomes sandy and level .as far 
as the mountains. Six miles from the mountains the brooK: 
N alatschewa discharges itself, and from thence the shore be­
comes again sandy and level. We lay to for the night by an 
island opposite to the mouth of the little brook Ostrownaga, 
about a mile from the nearest shore, and about five: miles dis­
tant from the cape N alatsG.hew, which lies to the south-west, 
one-third west of it. Its shore is steep, and it is itself moun .. 
tainous, being about a mile in f1xtent. " 

Onthe 2d of May we proceeded strait to the~Bitchewish bay, 
a distance of six miles, which we rowed, with a perfect calm~ 
in two' hours. . 

The shore extends itself from its mouth, on both sides,· under 
lotty mountains, to the Shipunish cape towards east-sorith~east; 
to the moulltain N alatschew towards the sOllth~we"t; and to the 
bay Wachilskaja, in which merchants' galIiqts used formerly to 
winter, where we found at its mouth a bark still existing. 
4t its entrance the bay is a mile broad, and its interior lofty 
mountainolls shore stretches two miles l1orth~east-by-north. 
Farther ·on there is an inner bay, or lake, four miles in extent, 
into which one passes by a small stniit, lifty fathoms broad; 
and three or four fathoms deep. More towards the middle of 
the lake the depth increases to fifteen fathoms, and the bottom 
is muddy. But in the first bay the depth,· at the entrance into 
the lake, . amounts to no more than four feet; of course only 
small craft, and not even thesebut at high water, qm run jl1to 
this haven, which would otherwise be very excellent. We staid 
the night here, and the next morning proceeded on Ollr way back 
to Awatscha bay. 'At noon we were off the mountain N a­
latschew, where we estimated the latitude at 53 0 4'." 

On the 5th we returned to our ship, which was entirely equipp~d 
and victualled; ~ut the ice still occupying 'the haven we were 
prevented getting into ~he roads. 

S~RYTSCHEW, VQL. 11) 
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CHAP. V. 

JJE~ARTURE' FROM AWATSCRA BAY TO BER'RING'S 

ISI,AND, AND FRO~ THENCE TO THE NORTH SIDE- OF 

THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS AS FAR AS TBE ISLAND TA'­

NAGA.-oCCURRENCES DURING oua ANCHORAGE.­

VOYAGE BY THE AINDREGENOW JSLANDS TO UNALASR­

KA, AND ARRiVAL IN THE CAPTA IN'S HAVEN. 
, , 

ON the 16th of May, 17'91, we weighed anchor, and were ' 
on "the point of leaving Awatsdm bay; but had :«:arcely 
reached the light-house, when a contrary wind arose and obliged 
us to return and, lie at ailchor till the HHh, when, with a fair 
wind, west-south-west, we got into sea. Supposing that the 
clIlter wllich was bui:ding at Kamtschatka must be ready, we 
took a ;straig~t direction lip the river for the purpose of meeting 
with it. At the same time, having giver! Captain Hall intelli­
gence of our intended rOllte, we concerted, that if he put to 
sea before ollr arrival, he ""as to wait for liS at the llorthern point 
of Behring's Island till the 29th of May. 
, On th~ 24th; in the morning, we descried the Kronozkish, 
promontory, lmd a lofty crater,situated to the west of it, Our 
latitude was" at noon, 54" 13'; our longitude 16,z" QO'; the 
Kronozkish crater being 630 30', 'to the north-west> fifty miles 
distant from us. ' 

Contrary winds not permitting us to approach the mouth of 
the river Kamtschatka, ,ve stood out for Behring's lsi and, as 
the destined rendezvous for our vessels. 

We tame itl sight of this islalld on the !27th, in the after­
noon, and approaching its south-westem side towards evening, 
the shore, of which consists of lofty moulltaim, we ~tood in to 
the north-west, having alwaY" a west-soutll-west wiild, which 
blew so fresh towards night that we could scarcely double' a 
lofty rock that was separated from laud. At midnio"ht the 
island appeared sufficiently lIear for us to reach it with aOstone's 
throw. 

Ou the morning of the 28th, we sailed round the northern 
level &hore of the island, and then from its north-eastern to 
the south-eastern sirle. At ROOII we estimated the latitude at 
{j[)O 14', and the longitude at l{)u.Q £'2'; being about three mile& 
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nml a half distant from the island. Here we were very near the" 
spot where Commodore Behring, being obliged to land, on his 
return from 1\ merica, in order to seek, assistance in his dis­
tress, terminated his earthly career. We lamented very much 
that it was not possible for us to get nearer, land, in ord€r to 
visit the place where the first navigator of these seas is con­
signed to the peaceful grave. We would fain have heaved a 
sigh of regard and sorrow over his remains, and those of Ollr un­
fortunate countrymen who lie buried by his side. We passed 
the place of meeting, and perceiving no vessel, Captain Bil­
lings resolved on steering for the Aleutian islands. 

Towards evening, we wel'e enveloped in a thick fog .. Cap­
tain Billings directed our course by an English map, takendur..; 
iug Cuok's voyage, far more northerly than the Coppel' Islands 
are there given. As this direction, according to the Russian 
map, would have led us strait to the middle of the Copper 
Islands, I made my H'presentations to Captain Billings, who 
paid so little regard to the Hussian map, that I'persuaded hirn, 
with difficulty, to alter his course two Tumbs more northerly; 
and by that means alone we escaped the impending danger; for 
th.e next morning the mist clearing away, we saw ,,:e had 'passed 
the northern point of die Copper Island by no more than two 
hundl~ed fathoms; nay, that from the stern of our ship we could 
distinguish the rocks cOllcealed u'nder water. 

All were now satisfied that this island is marked on the En<Y-
l~sh map much more southerly than it ought to be. " 

As 1 am Informed, solid copper is to be found in the difts 
of the rocky shore, at the fall of the water, on the Copper 
Island, )Ve sailed round it, and directed our course to the first 
inhabited and large Aleutian island, Atta. 

On the 4th of J tine we discovered through the fog a part of 
the mountains on the southern. side of the island Atta, which 
were entirely covered with snow, \Ve were, at noon, fifteen 
miles south of them, and got a glimpse of the island Agiltta 
through the mist. Their shores appear to consist of graduaHy 
sloping mountains, being thirty-four miles in extent. 

At break of day, on the 5th" the summits of the moun~ains 
on tire island S<:!mitsch opened to view; and in the afternoon 
we passed the island Huld.y!', lying in latitude 5Q" 40', and 
longitude' 176° lSi of Greenwich; having an extent of twelve 
miles, consistillg entirely of mountains, and encompassed w;th 
a rocky shore. About a mile and a half to the south-west W.e 
found some rocks projecting out of the water. 

On the 6th we stood off the Hat Islands, the first of which, 
towards the west, is called Ryska, a mountainous island; the 
. £ i 
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I east s,ide of whidl appears more level than the west; liaving 
a fla,t shore. . , 

Opposite to the n~)\th-western, sine, at a dIstance of :three 
miles, a lofty rocky, pIllar elevates Itself, We coul? not dIscern 
the sou'thern side of! the island on account of the mIst.· Farther 
@11, towards the east, four inconsiderable m,01lntai1101i~ islands' 
presented themselves to viei:, but. were, towards evemng, lost. 
out of sight, as we were carned a~'Vay fr,om thell\ by a SQuth~' 
east wind, and, encompassed by a thIck. mIst. . , 

On the 9th one of the creW descrIed land, and pomted out 
to us,' altllost" over our heads, through the mist, the declivity 
of Tanuga. W P. sounded fo .. the depth, .hut found no b?ttolfi ; 
as the mist soon afl;er dispersed. we were presented with the 
spectacle of a lofty volcaniclfiountain, that. exposed to our 
view, at the distance of scarcely two miles, its .black and.tre ... 
mendously tall side of rock, We then calculated the latitude .at 

. .5120 6', and the longitude at 1800 22'. In the afternoon the 
wind almost entirely abated. With the tide, and ollly a gentle 
)Vind, we run along the south-eastern side of Tanaga. 

Its shore was, in the commencement, mountainous, but rose 
py a gentle !,!)~vation as we proceeded. The master of the bai­
darsr whom we brought with lJS fromOchotsk, told us, as he had 
heenol1 thisislafl(~; that at no great distance from hence there 
was a large comlllodious bay, 'w~ich was useq \IS. an anchoring' 
station by the llussi\ln hunters, I ilT\\11ediately set off in a bai­
dar to !,!xamineit, an!1 after IDllking about four miles from tht) 
ship, found the way lay found an isthmus into the. bay, the 
~epth of which, !It the middle of its entrapt.:e, was forty fathtllllsj 
@;nd fartil!'!r ou 25; towards the left bank. it gradually diuliriished~ 
and half a mile from th~nceit sUJlk to slOven or eight fathoms r 
at the bottom I discovered a black sand. On the other side the 
bay is an Aleutian residence,· whIch We were prevented visiting 
by the lIpproach of, night, being anxious, if possibl~, to return 
to the vessel before the darkness came on ... · 011 ()ur way 'back 
l fo\md, on a jut of land, an Aleutian summer jurt,' in which 
''I'as an old womaJl, who informed me, that almost all the 
~slanders, wit\l th~exception of very few, vvere gone to- thei&llln.;i 
Atcba; to,~ RqSell\~l hunter'~ ship lying there. We had scarcely 
got two ~Ill\es fro~ t\~e bay, when a heavy fog involved us in 
darkness i ard no~ tiHlimg ollr vessel where we had lett it, we 
saw our&elv.es obhged, after <l -lOTig and fruitless. 'search, to lie 
to by the shor~: Oil the ,following day the atmosphere was 
clear, ~ut we~hd. not get !lIght of our vessl, aNd w~re totally 
!l~proylded, WIth food: In this dilemma we must soon ·.have 
gone 1Il search i pf . the Aleutian .resideDCe, if we had not, at 
nO?4, fOl't\lpately 91scpvered the wi~hed-for objectsailillg be., 
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Mnd a cape. W e in~tatitty made tip to it, <Ind learnt that the 
tide changing the night before had driven them to ~he Borth-east, 
where they had been laveering the "hole night, and had ilOt till 
then been able to regain their old Rtatidll. 

When Captain Billings was informed that the bay'affol'd·ed 
a good anchorage, he immediare!y,ordered us to bend our course 
thither. 'With a gentle wind, and the aid of towing, we gailled 
the bay in the evening, which penetrates, 011 the westem side. 
into the island, being about eight miles long, and five miles broad. 
Its'5hG're is occasionally sandy, and most consists of a 
rocky, but not very tall declivity. We cast anchor opposite 10 
two rivulets running from the mountains, ill a bJack sandy bot-' 
tom, and eight fathoms water, about half-a-mile distant from a 
sandy sbore,'under shelter of a steep promontory and lofty: 
rocks, elevating themselves above the stream. Not far to the 
north of this promontory, a current of pure water eddies forth 
from a rock in the mountains. We coule! approach. this stream' 
so near as to fill our butts by the bel p of pails. A t a di&tnnce 
from our anchoring.place the land elevated itself, and tenni­
nated towards the north in tall snowy mountains,from whence 
fire sometimes issues, but which now only emitted smoke. It 
appeared to be not very distant, and some of our people made. 
the trial of going up to it, but wei'c compelled, ti'om the te­
<liousness of the road, to return, bringing back only some 
sulphur and lava with them. The island is totally without ~rood. 
but the declivity of the mOllntains, and the more level parts, are 
covered with a tolerably long grass. 

On the second day after ollr arrival, two Aleutians came 
with fresh fish to us from their habitations~ on the south side 
of the bay ; and 011 ,the 12th, we had a visit from six AleutianS' 
ju Ii.ke manner, brillgiilg fresh fish from the south':!west side of 
the island. ' 

On the 15th we weighed an,chor, ,and ,,'ent to the north-side 
of the island Tanaga. On the 16th, we found our latitude 

-!Y2° 18', and longitttde 180" 56'. In the evening; at the setting 
()f the slln, we observed the declination of the needle, to be at 
l69 B5' eas~erly; _ 

On the 17th, Wj:l fbund ourselves at noon, in the strait '\lhiclt 
separates- the islands Tanaga and Kanaga .. This I.atter island. 
tIas on itsllorth side a crater of an extraordlllary heIght, but is 
()thenvise altoo'ether level. Before the strait an inconsi­
derable island elevateH itself' in one lofty eminence, called the 
Beaver bland, at a distance of 12, miles from liS, in latitude 
{YiP 8' and Ion"itude 181 0 37'. Being prevented by the 
rulin .. ' ~orth-east ,~illd from sailing round the islal1ds Kanaga 
~~d .Adach, we return~d to the . strait, and stood a~ong the il,,}alld 
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Tanaga;, to the south. West of Tanaga, ~ies .at a distance 
o·f 17 miles -the island Gorelvi, being 17 miles III extent, and 
di~tinguished for its lofty volcanic mountain, which is covered, 
with an eternal snow. Towards evening we passed the south­
side of the A leutiall Islarlds, of which the first two are small 
and fiat, but the third, calJed Ill~k is higher, and lies more 
,to the south of TanaO"a. Contrary winds, first fro)n north-east. 
and afterwards from ~ast, obliged us to laveer ill sight pf the 
islands Tanaga and Kanaga. The southern sides of both 
islands have a flat shore. 

After being tossed about in a thick mist for two days, we 
descried on the 21 st, to the left of us, a cluster' of islets con­
tiguo~s to each other, and extell~ing to th~ island :of A~cl:a; 
and 1Il the afternoon we found ourselves 111 a stralt,_ betWixt 
Atcha and an islet. 

Through this strait, which is 48 fathoms deep, and has a 
gravelly bottom, we bore away to the north-east for the cluster 
of these islets, the shores of which are mountainous and woody, 
always rising more and more to the north, and terminating in 
a lofty crater covered with snow. We observed by this island 
many bays, the largest of which is called the Korowinsh haven, 
lind very near the northern promontory of Atcha. This one 
also divides itself at the very entrance into two, and penetrates 
thus far into the interior of the island. 

As soon as we were passed Atcha, we stood off with the 
50uth~east wind, straight for the island U mnak, and after passing 
its north-eastern side, we came in sight of the western part of 
Unalaschka. In the middle of the strait between these two 
'islands, a lofty rock rises out of the water. We estimated our 
latitude at 53"27', and longitude at l!,)lo 28'. 

At ten o'clock in the evening, we appr.oached the north.: 
western cape of Unalasckta, which is called Makushim, after 
a bay, and an Aleutian place of the same name. 

On the morning of the 25th, we came to the western bank 
9f the Captain's Haven, where, close ahead of our ship, a num­

. ber of whales of di.fferent species rose out of the water. To..; 
wards noon, we reached the eastern bank, where we anchorecl 

, by the Aleutian residence llIuluk, in eight fathoms water. 
This summer we had calculated our way so well, that from 

Pe~ropaulouskhither, not a single error had or€pt into our 
estImate, so as to carry us out of our course . 
. As 'soon as ot~r arrival w~s made known among the different 

Villages, t1~e nalJves came With fresh fish to our ship. Tobacco 
was an arhcle of the greatest necessity among them, for which. . 
they flod:~d to liS from t~e rel!l~test parts, not only of this, bu~ 
~fc.other Jsl~lds. ,Capt\lln BdliRgS strove to o~lige them, Q1 
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Pl.uking th~m 'presents of tobacco and other trifles; and pro­
~Ised them still more, if they would dry a considerablequan~ 
tIty of fish and berries against our return. We knew their ex'" 
treme attachment to tobacco too 'well, not to be fully assured 
that they would comply with our wi~hes in this respect.. , 

The woman who had accompanied us in the preceding year, 
was highly delighted .with seeing her family, and returning to 
h~r home. The liberality of Captain Billings had supplied her 
with many ornaments for her person, and had so richly stocked 
ber with- tobacco and pearl-enamel, that she became an object, 
of universal envy among her female country-women, and was 
esteemed the richest of all the inhabitants. 

We lay at anchor for two weeks, in expectation of Qiptain 
Hall alld the new cutter; but he not coming, we did not wish 
to lose time, and leaving him the necessary provisions ana, 
utensils, together with the surgeon Allegretti, and a hunter, il~ 
lUulik, we resumed our voyage to Behring's strait.. ' 

f;HAP.VI. 

.DEPARTURE }'ROM UNALASCHKA TOWARDS THE NORTH, 

PAST THE ISLANDS ST. GEORGE, ST. PAUL,S'!'. MAT­

THEW, FOR THE ISLAND OF ST •. LAURENCE.-ARRIVAL 

THERE.- DANGEROUS SITUATION OF THE SLAWA 

RQSSll.-OCCURRENCES DURING THE ANCHORAGE.­

DEPARTURE FOR THE SHORES OF NORTH AMERICA, 

AN D INTERVIEW WITH THE 1.NHABITANTS.-ANC.HOR~ 

, AGE IN ST. LAURENCE BAY. 

ON theSth of July we weighed an(jho~, and went into the 
sea.- Captain Billings desiring to see the two islands lately dis­
covered by the. steersman Pribylow: We bore away for them in 
a strait direction . 

. On t~e 9th, we were seventy miles to the north of Una­
laschka, had 88 fathoms of water on a muddy hottoll1,and 
saw many sea-lions and sea-bears. This animal, called plta;a 
ursina, is seven feet long, and of the seal species.- The hair of 
the male is a black grey, that of the female grey, with dark;­
spots between the fore-webbed feet. The males have a very 
soft hair Oil the breast, with a thick and tough skin: the struc­
ture of the bones is also firmer, larger, and stouter than that of 
the female: its head is large and round, the foreh~ad e~tending 
over the !!yes, and the snout having some long whJte bnstles O~J 
it; the flaps of its ears are rather small, and ~xternally ov~rgrown 
with hair, but internally smooth, and ~tandmg Ollt straIght and 
pointed. The orifice of the e\lr is ovaT, and. so ,col1structed~' 
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dmt it can be closed when it is under water. In other respEid~ 
bnth as to the form of its body and feet, it resembles the sea-

• dog. It frequents the northeru parts of the Pacific Ocean, 
,and the Southern Ocean. The males are, vt;ry jealous of the 
females, which they keep to the nllmber of eight or ten, formT 
rug with them atld their young, a .::listinct herd. Their jealousy 
(]ften occllsions violent and bloody disputes. The Kamtschada~es 
kill them with their darts for the sake of the fat and the skm, 
,dJich in thcJolmg ones, is little inferior to' the Kamtschadale 
otter, for the delicacy and firmness .of the hair and down. 

On the 12th, we concluded from our calculation, that we 
must necessarily be .in the vicinity of the above-mentioned 
islands, but im impenetrable mist prevented us from' seeing 
them. A still greater number of sea-bears were in sight to-day, 
than what we had seen the day before, and a number of aal's,* 
kept hoverifjg round ou,r vessel. 
, The mist soon after dispersing, we di~covered the two islands:. 
tIle first of which, St. Paul's was eight miles ahead of us to 
north-west 2b", the second. St.-George's, twenty miles behind us 
to south-east 57 Q. The shores of these islands consist of moun­
mins of a moderate height: on the north-eastern side of" St. 
Paul), sinking down to a level opposite to its south-western, side. 
is an islet, not very lofty,. but very steep in ascent. At a dis­
tance of six m:]~s from the western promontory of St. Paul's, 
we found ourselves in 35 fathoms water, on a bottom of stone 
and shells, our latitude being 560 29', and longitude 189" 45'. 

Tbeseislands werediscoverecl in the year 1786, by Pribyl ow,. 
steersman to a merchant's ship, who finding a number of inaril)e 
animals and walrus' teeth, staid with his companions for some 
time there, and in the' space of two years caught '2320 otters~ 
,30,000 sea-bears, 480 young otters and bears, and 8000 blue 
fOlies, besides 700 puds of. walrus' teeth, which they found 011 

the shores, all which, when calculaterl at a moderate rate, pro­
duced at Ochotsk ,250,000 rubles. It is necessary to observe, 
that .the ot~ers first spoken of, are the rnustela lutJ'is, a species 
of flver ~nl1nals about three feet long, with three feet united by 
a firm haIry web. Its head' is fiat,' its snout thick, hair black 
all~ extremely thick, at th~ sa~e time as soft as down, particu: 
lal'lY that on the belly, wlllth IS extremely tender and of a <Treyisb 
colour. The tail is a fourth part of the length of the body. It 

<If The auI', or ara torda alca, i5 the name. of a Kamtschada:le fowl of 
, the species of the, G.agara (cqt}j1nous Cl1'cticus) or water-hen, is found- in 

Ijreat abundance. in the oou~try o~' the rocky islauds. Its hack, head, and 
neck ar~ black, Its belly. white, bill long, stf3ight, and pointed, feet durk­
grey, With three t01::5 ulllred by a web. At Kola it is called Gegarka. 
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runs, dives, and swims with great agility, is fonnd near Kamts­
(,!latka, and on the islands of the Eastern Ocean. It Jives on 
fish and little marine aninllils. The skin of the Kamtschat~ 
kan otter is very dear, and in great re1lucst, on account of its 
firmness and good quality. ' 

From these islands, we directed our comse to the Tslancl of St. 
Matthew, which is called by the English Gore's Island. The' 
depth which had at first increased to 55 fathollls,afterwal'ds 
again decreQscd. ' 

On the morning of the 14th, we discovered through the 
mist, a small island to the north-east 50', at a d:,stance of.l I miles, 
the surface of which appeared to consist of a chain of pointed 
rocks hanging over each other; it has received the lUme of 
Pinnacle from the English. The depth was then 50 fathoms; 
and the bottom gravelly. As the air clem'ed up, we discovered 
the Island of St. J\Iatthew, and as we approached it, the depth 
decreased to 14 fathoms. \Ve put ill near its vvestern shore. 
At noon we found our latitude to be 60° '29', a~i:l longitude' 
] 87"' 15'; the little island Pimmcle lying then tei the south­
east, about ten miles and a half distant, and the western shore 
of the Island of St. Matthew six mites distant to the 1l0rth-eaHt. 

We had scarcely passed the north-western point of this island, 
'when another 'preselited itself to view, tying three miles from, 
the llorth-west of this point. It'! the middle of this strait the 
depth was 18 fathoms, and tHe bottom consisted of, gravel and 
shells. As Captain Billings wished to take a nearer view of 
the little Island, we anchored one mile and three quartei's off, 
in 13 fathoms and a 'sandy bottom. In the afternoon, Mr. 
BiJling~, Mr. M erk, and myself, went on shore; and on our 
appl'oachillg the island, we were el1compas~ed by a great num­
ber of sea-birds, constantly hovering around us, andcansing w 
great a noi~e, that we could scarcely di!:itinguish a word that 
was spoken.\Ve palted when we got on land, some going, 
into the interior of the island, others c1imbirlg the rocky sides 
of the shore, and others remaining; below on the brink I)f the 
creek. A universal firing now commenced on all sides, which 
did great execution among the marine birds, particlll:.1rly 
the aars, of which a great !lumber were carried -to our ships. 
Our hunters also killed two black foxes, and found two \\ alnts' 
teeth; and olle of ollr company was so terrified by the sight 
of a large white beast supposed to he a bear, that breathless 
:lIld dmost fain~ing, he ha~teqed back to tbe ~!J1p. On ,the 
moulltains we found large fragments of a specH~H, of 'fhllt­
stmw, the delicate and many-coiourerl veins of ,,,,lach were 
an object of extraordinary b·eauty. 011 the east side of the 
island there was a quantity of ,tlo~ting wood, Ileal' th~ shore; 
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but the west side, on the contrary, 'was entirely clear; which 
led us to tbe conclusion that on the shore of .A mel'ica opposite 
to the former, a large river, after rtllHlillg through a woody 
tract of cOllntry, di~,elllbogued itself into the s,ea. 

Towards evening \ye \\ eigbed anchor, ami stood out to the 
11orth, wh,en a thick mist completely veiled both the islands fronl 
our view., The depth was 40 fathoms, but decreased as \\ e 
proceed,ed northerly: we found the bottom muddy. 

On the J oth, we had ,only £7 fathoms water, and a sandy, 
bottom. According to our calcula6ol1, we were tben 'in the 
'vicinity of St. Laurence's Island, called by the Euglish Clark's 
Islalld. We lay at ;mchor the whole nigbt. , 

On the ] 7th we weighed anchor, notwithstanding the whole 
,sea was covered with a thic'k r;)ist; '(\lld after beating about in 
various depths' of water, \\'c fOUlld ourselves, at three in the 
aftcPloon, in only ~jx fathoms water with a sandy bottom. 
'We cast anchor with a qllarter of the cable) but it' did llot 
bite; we then threw ouf a second, but 'with 110 hetter snccess. 
From the depth, which, was then only 4/i fathOim at our poop> 
:we concluded that \', C' could not be t~li' from land, und a1-
~hough enveloped in a thick fog, we were but too well ap­
prized of our -danger from the impetuosity of the beating waves, 
w:lich increased every hour as the wind blew strongC!J', and 
the surge grew more violellt. 
, In tbe mean time, we gave our anchors an equal length 
of cable, and remained all lligLlt in safety; but the IJe:·;t morn­
ing a large wave struck with immense force against the beak of 
our ship, and tore a cable in pieces. 'Ve then cast two uno. 
chors more, but cou}d place li~t1e or no reliance on the cables) 
which were made of bad materials, and almost rotted away 
from the continual damp weather. _' 

On the 20th, the wind was somewhat abated, 3ild the 'mist 
begar~ to disperse, upon which we discovered abaft of 'us, at the 
,distance of a mile, a level shore,; our latitude being now CiSo Q4'~ 
In the aftenioon we saw two islanders on spore, who iifteda 
vest up 011 It pole, and seemed to sway it bad~\yard and forward 
by \-vay of invitation. \Ve sent Bakow the boatswain to them 
in a. baidar. with presents; bu~ ~'VithoLlt 'waiting his approach, 
they Ilumedmtely went away. Bemg prevented by thesUl'f frolll 
landing, he was obliged to return. 

We found the declination of the needle to-day, according to 
the azimuth, to be £4° II' easte\!,y. _ 

On the 2]st, the wind dr?pped' entirely, and the atmosphere 
becam,e pert~ctly clear, '~'hleh afforded us an opportunity of 
aescrymg, ,dll'eetly opposite to our 'vessel, a remote shore, 
stretchmg far to the' east, beyond which we per<:eived from the 
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hlps of the mast, a large bl,e, and still farther 011 dec1ivitol.is 
mountains occasionally covered with snow. Towards the ,vest 
the shore declined in a CUI've, its extreme point being 14 miles, 
distant to\Vard~ south-west bOO. To the south of thin point, 
we sa"" in irnagin<lt!!lll two other islets, which proved after­
wards to be Ilothinn' but thick mist. 
, C'ip~'lin Dilling~~ Doctor Merk, Boatswain B3kow, and the 
'sccudd Lieutenant· Bakulin, \\"E'llt in two boats 1m shore. They 
leached the 8hore with considerable diflieu! ty, the surf ~bei1Jg 
\r"I'Y high, and overwhelming them with water. Captain Bil­
LH~(i proceeded \vith some of them to the west, in search oL a 
11lI!lJ:.m residence. In the me:1I1 time, we descried from the 
top Df the mast a baidm of islanders rowing towards us from 
an opposite side of tbe lake. The sailors who had been left be­
him) on the shore perceiving them also, strove to call Captain 
Billings back by loud bawling; and afterwards, when they found 
this ineffectual, endeavoured to attract his attention by firing their 
guns, 'which, instead of producing the desired effect, unfortunately 
only served to terrify the savage inhabitants; who, on hearing 
the report· of the gnlls, immediately made off. cfhus were 
we prevellted by act of imprudence, from forming an acquaint­
ante,with these islanders. Captain Billings returlJed towards 
evening without having stlccee'ded in finding the object of his 
search. 

On the 22d, we went to the eastern point of the island, keep­
ing close to the ~hore, 'A,here the depth diminished from 16 to, 
10 fathoms, on a gravelly bottom, occasionally mixed with sand. 

_ The shore was perfectly level, but we observed, at a distance, 
some mountains parted off from each other. To the east-north. 
east some mountainol:s lands appeared a-head of us, which, on 
a nearer approach, we fo·und to be connected together- by Olie 
le'lel shore, and, in reality, to be one single island, which has 
in two places on the flat shore some considentble villages. On 
the map of Lieutenant Sind_e we find, instead of this one great 
island,. a numher of smaller ones marked, which is douhtless <I 

similar error to what we made from a distant observation. 
In th-e afternoon vve Htood round the south-eastern side, and 

went to the north-eastern cape of the island, the shore of which 
somewhat curves inward; six miles alld a h:cl f from the south­
eastern cape we fo.uml a villuge close by the water. Towards 
evening we passed the 1Jorthceast cape of St. Laurence, fWIll 
:which we obser'led, at the cbt:uice of four miles and a half, 
three islets, .close to each other. On one of them was a pyra­
midall.ekun, round which plank huts and poles for drying fish 
\\'ere erected, but we saw no huma11 beillgs; from which we 
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supposed that the illh!lbitant~ of the other islands came here, 
from time to time, for the purpose of -tiohing. 

,In the 11l:~'1t of the '2.-J-th the wind veered round to the l101th, 
-,and ble\\,"~ostl'on'T ami contrary a gJe that W(· were obliged to 
haul in all sail; b;.lt ,being only twenty mile~ off St. Laurence, 
we bore away to tb," east, and getting rOllnd the island lay to , 
for Ihe \Jight., 

On the '2'1th we fOli{ld ourselves in lat. 63Q. 10'; and longi­
tude 195" '2,j', thirty-three miles distant fr'om the north-east 
shMe of St. Laur6'1l(:e; con~eqllelltly in the spot where c\:Jder.­
son's Island is' marked 1;:1 Captain Cook's m"_p, but \\-edisco­
vered Bathing, although the horizon was sufficiently clear. 

Oll the lllol'lliilg of the £8th we saw the cai)e on the ~hore 
of America, c,alled by the Engli"h Cape Rodney. l~At n~0n 
we calculated our latitude at o4 Q ] I',and the lo-ngitude' at 
19.'3 Q 58', Cape Ranney was t~en twenty-seven miles distant 
from liS to the north We':;, 56 Q

'; Fledge island twenty­
six miles to the 110rth--west {j3-Q 

• In the evelling we anchored 
,eight miles from the American shore, in 14 fathoms water and 
a mudny bottom, 

Mr~ Billings, Mr. Merk, Boatswain Bakow, and Mr. Wo­
ronill, . the draughtsman, went in two boats on shore, and 
towards evening one of them was sent back with the intelli­
gence, that they had found inhabitants, and having )net with a 
.kind reception from them, they should pass the night on land. 

On the £9th we saw behind the cape a large baidar full of 
Americans cOllling towards u~. They stopped at no great 
distance from m, so that we could distinguish them without a 
glass. The baidar was occupied by nine men, having at its 
stern .an extended bladder hung ana pole, and at the pODP two 
red foxes on another pole, \\}hich we, of c.ourse, regarded as 
friendly signals. ,They continued, however, some time in their 
,position without offering to approach, and with their hands 
raised aloft. I commanded the sailors who were on the deck to 
do the same, as a token that we w'ere unprovided with -any 
offensive weapons. _ 

. At length taking cOll.rage they came on board; but as they 
dId not understand our Interpreters we could have but little con­

-versation with them_ They had some red foxes, some vests of 
young reindeer aad Alpine hares, wooden bowls, and different 
trifles, made of walrus' teeth, which they exchano'ed with our 
sailors for coral, pearl-enamel, and butto"ns" but I~o.tobacco. 

The Alpilie hare,Alpinus, is of the size of a marmot, with 
a longish head" a snout like that of a hare, laro'e ears, rounded 
in the fonn of a funnel, a thick body, shorf legs, the fore-
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feet having five toes, with a stout short toe, the hInd feet four. 
'rile soles of its feet are overgrown with thick ~)lack hair ai;d 
in the pbce of a tail, it has a rut eXci'escence of the siz~ of ~ 

,nut. 1 ts hair is yellow, tipped\'iith a dark colour and its 
voice whistling. Ie has two teats near its hind legs, 'aud four 
uuder the breast. It i~ fO~lIld in the Siberian ~\lps, where, ill 
the l!lonth of August, It mbbles off the grass, dries and t:ou­
,ceals it in the clefts of the mountains. 

As soon U~ this tratlic Was' at all elld, they were on the point of 
departing; but our pe?ple commencing a Russian song, they 
turned back,came agam on board, and lIstened with great at­
tention. They then sang themselves, in their ~vay, to which 
two of them danced. This dance consisted of many vehement 
gesticulations of 'tile whole body, particularly of tiie hands and 
,head, which they twisted rO,und on all sides with great dexteritv, 
at the same time spriuging from place to place, in conformity 
with the singing and Deating of the drum. 

These Americans are of a middle stature, and generally of a 
, brown complexion, although we saw some white among' them. 
They cut their hail' after the mallner of ,the' J akuts, whom they 
,greatly' resemble, eX('t~pt that they approach nearer. to the Et(­
'ropeans. They have a more open cheerful physiognomy than 
,th~ Americans we saw, in Schugatschkish Bay. hi their 
ears they wore an ornament of pearl enamel, and in the perfo-

,rations of the under lip, on both sdes the mouth, they stuck 
two alabaster stone~ ill the form of a shirt-button. Their dress 

,consisted of short vests of reindeer skin, and breeches of, sea­
-hound's skin, without any covering for the feet. I made tbese 
visitors some trifling presents, which they accepted "vith evident 

, marks of satisfaction, and took their leave with the promi~e of 
'returning "ery speedily. , 

Towards evening. Captaiu Billings returtl((d, leaving the rest 
on shore. In the night a thielc Illist arose, which did not clear 

, up before the.cloS'e of the next day, when the boat arrived, but 
six sailors- were still left behind with the baidar, vl'hich they 
had obtained in exchange for pearl-enamel. 'Ve were very Ull­

easy at their stay, apprehending lest some accideilt had hap­
pened; but were relieved the next morning from our anxiety by 

:their safe retUl:n. They assigned the darkness as the reason 
of their staying out, having been unexpecfedly oveltaken by 
night, and having sought ill vain for the vessel. 

During our anchoring here, we obsened that the current of the 
sea along the shore from N orton:s-Bay to. west-south-we~t, 
makes mostly half a mile, and sometimes a mIle and a half m 
all hour. 
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On the 31st we weighed, anchor, and bore up tonedgfY 
island, called by the Americans 11jak. At noon we obsen'~J 
the latitude to be 6401 34, the longitude H),jC' .')1', alld the 

,island Ajak to be five miles fI'om us t? the south·\\'est 67"'. ~ll 
the afternoon the wind dropped entIrely, 1mo we came. to an 
,anchor in ten fathoms water and a pebbly bottom, at of! dl:;tauce 
oft\>1'0 miles from the shore of Arht;ri(~a.Here the same 
Americans visited us as had come the day before, and with them 
many oth~rs whom we did not know. They brought liS si,nilar 
artides, and carried on a brisk trade ,\ilh our sailors. Glass 
beads ~~'ere in the; greatest requ{Ost with them, for.which they 
paid most liberally. Captain Billings bought a smgle-seated 
haidar for one row of them only; and the purchaser c011cealed 
them immediately they were in his possessl0l1, probably from 
an apprehension that we might repent of onr ii1Consirlerate bal'~ 
gain, and wish to retreat. This baid'll' was a~ large, and cOn­
structed in the same manner, as that of the Kadjukers, only 
~iith this difference, that it was not covered with the hides of 
the sea-lion, but with those of the walrus, ,which, on accom1t 
of their thickness, had been parted three times.' , 
~ north wind springing up toward evening we weighed anchor 

and steered between Ajak, and Cape Rodney, on "hieh we 
found several summer jurts erected ill different places. On the 
:tlr~t of August we observed our latitude' at noon to be 60" 40', 
and longitude ,]9'2 0 27'. In the afternoon we say" to north­
,-yest 3-4ths west, the motmtainous island which is called by the 
Americans Okiben, but by the Engligh Eing island; and in the 
evelling were two miles di~tantfrolIl it. It is five mile,'; in cir.., 
clll11ference: from the illac.cessible rocks with which it was girt 
and the wildness of its aspect, we judged it ~o be uninhabited" but 

. after-\\;ards we learned from the 'rschukshens that some families 
actually resided there. ' 

On the morning oftheQd we descried through the mistasmaU 
island, the smaUe_st of the Needle iSies, lying'"in "Behring's strait, 
and at Hoon we came in sight of the other t\\'O. The first was 
21 miles from IlS to the north-west, 15"; the' second ~o miles, to 
north wesf, 4° ; the third 15 miles to the lJI 'rth ea~t 141>. The first 
two are mountaill~uS, the latter has the appcarauce of a small hill. 
Weculcu'Jated our,latitude at 65" '24', longitude 1 go" '29'; the 
depth wasQ-8 fathoms, and the bottom sandy. ' 

01: the 3d we bveered with a north .wjnd in Behring's Strait, 
bet:Jl'lxt tncnofth eastern' cape of ASla and the north western 
cape of A1!lerica. .Both shores are l1;ountRinOllS and \\'oodY1 m.d 
th.e mOUtltalllS occaSIOnally covereH wIth suow. 

lu the aftern90n of the 4th we ~aveered $0 far tOI the north as 
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.to be able to put into the bay of St. -Laurence. "At its cntrance 
we saw on the right bank of the rivulet Uragm:1, some slimmer 
jurts of Tschukschens erected. We ran four miles and a half 
illto the illterior of the bay, Ilnd came to all anchor in six fa~ 
thoms water, and a sandy' bottom, on a level ~pot of the right 
shore, where the plank huts, or summer-jurts of the Tschuk-, 
schcns stood. . No sooner had we cast anchor and began to 
furl our sails, than ,,,e discovered some TschukSchen§ putting off 
towards us in a large l'luidar. They did not approach very ncar,' 
but beckoned ll.~ to the ~horc, shewing us a paper done up in 
the form of a letter. \Vc imited them OIl board by one of our 
Cossacks, who sRoke Korakish, but either not under~tnndinc: him, 
or fearing us, they went oft'. Upon this Captain Billings;-Doc-· 
tor .Merk, :mo I, went on shore, and were met by the inha­
bitants with grear friendship, who invited us illto their jurts, 
at the same time requesting liS to leavy our swords ill the sloop. 

" 'Ve," said th:::y, "come to you, as friends, without any 
arms, but you mllst do the same." Their request b2ing com­
plied witb, they conducted us illto their jurts, where they de­
JiveTed us the folded paper which we had seen in their hands., 
It was a report to Captnin Billings by ~otnik Kobelew, 'who 
had been sent in the year 171:i7 from the fortress of Nishne-Ko­
Jymsk" with the interpret!'r Daurkin, iii order to annOllnce om 
coming to the Tschuk~chells. KobeJew observed, that lie had 
waited in company with the Reindeer Tschukschens here, and 
on the eastern cape, for the arrival of' our vessel, from the 
'28th of J LItle to the '20th of July; but his companions not 
choosiug to stay any longer, he had been obliged to go with 
them ill a baidar, by water, to the island of Kalutschin, iri· tbe 
J<rozen Ocean, wb~re the 'fsch'ukschens had left their reindeel: 
at their principal settlement. He added, that they should stay 
there till the 15th of August, and after that go with the rein­
deer into the interior of the country. Kobelew made no men· 
tion of the interpreter Daurkin, concerning whom we enquired 
of our Tschukschells, and received for answer, that he wa~ living­
with the Reindeer Tschu.bchcll lmlerat-Kirenjew, who Was de": 
pasturing at no great distallce from this place. They promised 
to gire bim intelligence of our arrrival. 
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AUnlV,\!. OF TlJE r.}:lc;IJECi-~.1:c,Cl-ll;KSCllENS WITH THE 

1:\T!,:nPRLTER D"UHKIN.- 'jJESCltlPTIO:'; OF TillS 

]'Eol'LJ:,~l':NTEUPlnZE OF CAP'lAIN BILLP,GS, ,\ND 

}]JS DEI',\llTIJ1~E WITII THE TSCl1UKSCllEtiS ICOR'THE 

RIVER KOLYMA. 

1"1-
.' O\VAHDS evening the interpreter Dati kin came with 
sercl1ty-lIvo tan:'e bnidars fllll of' Heindeer 'fochnkscbens, and 
their 'hoi ! ml~~'at Kirel~ew. \Ve soon gain.ed the conildell(;e 
mid good-will of our new guests by civility and witnble pre-, 
sents. They hauled their baidars on shore by the side of our 
v(sstl, and converted them into dwellings in the usual manner, 
vi~itillg Uf< regularly every day, and observing CYl'ly thiug with 
looks of extreme curiosity aml adliJiratioll. But lJothing could 
efitml their astonishment at ,witlle~sing the effect of our guns, 
wbich ,ye fired with balls into the sea for their elltertainm~nt. 
In the mean time they cal:ried cn a brisk trade' with liS; bartering 
their fox-skins, walrus' teeth, arms and utensils, for tobacco" 
enamel, and beads. Both the men and women ,of this nation 
are mostly of the middle statul'l:; there are, however, some 
taller illdividuals among them. They are all stout built, having 
a healthy appearallce, with an op"" physiogllomy, 110t so'saV<lge 
as is usually found among rude nations. In their features they 
resemble the Americans of Cape Hodney, cuttillg their hair in 
a similar manner, and wearing similar dotlies; however, t~1C 
men do, not, like them, adorn their lips \'lith pelldant bones. ,The 

'women, 011 the contrary, puncture several parts of their body 
in yarious forms, particularly two semicircles on both cheeks, 
which lllJite ill cro'S,; directlolls. Th.cy biud up iheir hair in ,two 
qUClle.~, like the female Russians, bHt do not twist them in a tuft 
on the crown, or cover them, but let them hang loosely behind. 
The male alld feinale dress is .very similar, consisting of vests and 
tro\YfenJ; b.ut the upper vest of the female is sOIl:cwhat shorter, 
lled tlit under one is fastt'ued to the 10Bg tI'OWSe'rs. In tlJe dry 
feaSOll of summer, they weur alaschas or short boots of row­
dtl~) (;, tauned rein-deer-hides, but in damp and rainy days 

d;ey put on long torbasas, or wide anel long boots without 
I , 1 t· 1 d' k· , It.:I:'-,'s) BLtue 0 tilnne~, sea- ~g ~ H "H1. 

,; 
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Like the Tunguses and Koraks, the Tschukschens are 
, divided into Reindeer or nomadical Tschukschens and settlers. 

Th'e former are the most numerous, and wander from place to 
place; but the latter, who are only few in number, are altogether 
poor people; who having by some misfortune lost their reindeer, 
their only wealth, are compelled to fix their abode near the.sea, 
and fronl. thence to draw their subsistence. They live all the 
winter in mud-jurts, a11d the summer in huts of planks, and -
obtain an ample provision from the water. They prepare, not 
only for themselves, but for the Reinde·er Tschukschens, the fat 
of fish and marine animals; sew summer shirts and covering for 
the feet out of reindeer's entrials, for which they receive, from 
the latter, upper garments and winter covering for the feet; 
reindeer's skins, and others, fetched from Ischiga; also tobacco, 
and other Russian commodities. 
, The 'rschukschens, thus stationed, keep dogs for want of 
reindeer for their winter e~cursions, which they harness to sledges 
made of walrus teeth, similar to the Russian tschunkas, which 
are without any back or sides, and 'consist only of the sledge and 
some cross-beams nailed over. 

The dogs here resemble those of Ochotsk,· but are rather· 
smaller. Six or seven are harnessed abreast, and so close to 
the sledge,. that they may be reached with a whip which the. 
driver swings round either to the right or left, as he would have 
the dogs go. . 

In the summer they paddle about the sea in large baidars, 
commonly from 20 to 25 feet long, 4 feet broad, and 2t deep. 
The hulk is made out of the floating wood from the sea, very 
nicely cut out and joined together with strips of whalebone; and 
the \~hole is covered with walrus hide, doubly or trebly split, ill 
proportion to its thickness. A baidar, when quite ready, is so 
light, that two persons may carry. it with, conve~iel1ce. :rhe 
Tschukschens not only coast in them along the shore, but pass 
oyer to the neighbouring islands, or even through Behring's 
strait to America. As it is very unsteady, it is mostly moved 
by oars rather than sails; and whenever the latter 'are used, 
extended hladders are tied on the sides to prevent it from over­
setting 'rhe b.aidars which we saw at Cape Rodney resembled, ,J 

these in every respect. . .' . . 
Both the wanderinO' and statIOnary Tsclmkschens are dlVlded 

into very· sIDaU comr:;'unities consisting only of famili~s of one 
common origin. They have no civil authorities, or chIefs; but 
in every such community the richest, or the. father of a num,erous 
family, is the most esteemed.:, They show hIm no other d,ef~rence 
than to receive his go~d council, or be deterred, from evIl_ pr~'7 
c~edil1gs by a warning; but he has no power to enforce hiS 

G 
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admonitions by punishments. With su~h ~n anardlY it· would 
certainly be a subject of surprise, that' this people sh01~ld have 
llitherto obstinately maintainerl their Independence' agalDst fre­
qu~nt and cOllsinerable bodIes of Russians who have been.sent 
aiTainst them) if we harl not already seen the extraordmary 
effects which a love of libertv has in producing unionaIllong 
the members of a comnHlIlity. ~ , " 
:: The principal cause of the campaigns against th~ Tsc!mkschens, 
was a neighbouring people, the Kpraks, who bemgat pe~'petual 
enmity' with the former, and yet unable' to stand agamst so 
powerful' and valiant a foe, were compelled to put themselves 
under,the protection of the Rilssians, and on that account to 
become .tributary to the latter. With the aid of so powerfltl an 
ally, the Koraks sought every opportunity of urgillg their com­
plaints again~t the Tscht,tkschens, and often induced the Russians 
to take up arms again~t them upon frivolous and false pretexts. 
Whenever any reconciliation took place, the harmony which­
succeeded was but of short duration, being generally interrupted 
by 'some cha,rge of the Koraks. Peace and war, therefore, 
cOI;nmol1ly depended ,lipan the judgment of the commander at 
the fortresses of Anadyr and Ischiga·; but on the demolition of 
the fortress of Anadyr, and the introduction of a govel'llment at 

- Ischiga, these differences with the Tschakschens having been 
compromised, ,ve tried to allure tbem by kind treatmellt, and 
found OUF efforts crowned with sllccess. They now come yearly 
to Ischiga and Molme Kolymsk, in order to deal with the 
Russians, upon which occasion many of them also bring t:heir 
j'apakor tribute. " 

! This commonly takes place at the close of February, or the 
commencement' of :March; and when th,eir trade is finished, 
tiley go off immediately to the Frozen Ocean, and .gpen~ their 
whole summer in catching fish and sea':'animals, for whi(h they 
hpe: b\lidars that are not oll~y fit.ted for cousting, but for more re­
mote excursions. . They very often pass Behring's strait in these, 

, ~ttack the habitations of the savage A mericans, and, after plunder-
ing thein, carry away many prisQner~ to their homes. . 
. M,nch as the Tschukscbens excel all, their 11eighbours in valour, 

they are much inferior, to them in civilization of manners. .They 
n.ot merely kill their new-born. infa\lts for any defect, but the 
children relentle~sly dispatch their parents Oil account of nn­
be~i~ity or disease,; nay, it often happe~s that a sick person will 

- solte~t the favo,ur of being killed, with the idea' of dying more 
herOl,cally than If he tollO\,vs the course of nature, for they seem 
to th~nk. cb,at a natural death is only fitted for old wom.eli. They. 
are Vll1~ICtIV~ and cr~,el to ~hbse who ,offend them, without regard 
to'felatlOl1shlp or fnendsillp, of winch tlleY gave us,?n instanc~ 
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themselves of a sou having killed his father-for charging him with: 
co\~:ardice and awbvardness. 

Superstition and superstitious rites are l~ss frequent among­
them than among other savages; but they have some solemnities, 
particularly_ at the burning the bodies of the deceased; which as, 
I had no opportunity of witnessing" during our short stay, 1 am 
not able to describe.' Nor call I speak more circnmstmltiaUy of 
their religion, llaving perceived no traces of any _ thing like 
divine worship., We found, indeed, some wooden and bone 
images among them, 011 which they had put clothing, but at the 
same time held them in. so little estimation that they bartered 
them for mere trifles. At Billillg~'s request they gave us a specimen 
o,ftheirdancing, which was very similar to that of the Americans 
at Cape Rodney, with this differenGe only, that. they. hopped 
more, and~prang from place to place. After they had done 
dancing, the men seated themselves on the bare earth, and the 
Women also, but in a semicula-j- line, drawing their vests off the 
right shoulder, and thus exposing the arm that was punctured in 
various forms. They then began their song, to1 which they; 
tuade a suitable l11otion with tf.e right ann, one time as if they 
would take up' something from the ground, _ and another time as­
if they \1(rould lay it on their knees, and then_again bending their. 
head and body to one side. The first in the rank took the lead, 
and was followed by the rest, who-, keeping their eyes fixed on­
her, strove to imitate her movements in the exactest mannel' 
pos$ible. '. 

The main obJect of our visiting these shofEjs, was the making 
a second experiment to pe.netrate into the Frozen Ocean, fl'om 
Behring's Strait round, the. Schalazkish promontory. We had 
re:;ol ved on this . undertaking., but 1 were deterred from putting 
it into execution by oUr friends the Tschukskens; who constantly 
ramble along the shores of the Fro-zen Ocean; and assured us, 
that it was utterly impossible to advance in vessels of any mag­
nit~lde, they themselves being sometimes unable to proceed in 
their baidars, although. they kept as elose as possible to the 
shore. 'vVe gave fuller credit to this asourarice, from remember­
ing that Captain Cook, and after him Captain Clarke, had made 
uilsuccessful efforts to penetrate to the west through the Frozen 
Ocean. We accordingly renounced this idea, and Captain ~il. 
ling resolved on encompassing· the shore of this sea, and stlrveYll1g 
the Schalazish cape, in company with the Tschukschens and a small 
patty of our men. To this end he persuaded the Troka rml~rat 
Kirenjew tO,carry him,with his rein-deer, to the fortress of NlSh­
ne- Kolymsk. 

On the 13th of August the captain resigne~ ov~r the com .. 
maud -to me, and repaired) wi* the Tschukschens 111 fotirtee .. 

G£ 
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baidal's, to the bay of Metschigman, in the. vicinity of whic~ 
was Imlerat's settlement. He took witb hIm Dr. Merk, hIS 
assjstant Meir; the' boats\'\;ain Batakow, the first surgeo~ Leh­
mann, the interpreter Dankin, and three ,hunters, leavlllg nie 
orders to survey the bay of Anadyr, to proceed from thence 
to Unalaschka, and winter there; in the spring to return to 
Kamtschatka; and after having examined the sea between. the 
Kurilian Islands, to leave the vessel in the harbour of .I?etropau~ 
lousk, and go with the mento Ochotsk. 

CHAP,VIlI. 

DEPARTURE FROM THE, BAY OF sr. LAWRENCE TO UNA­

LASCHKA. - ARRIVAL. AT CAI'TAIN'S BAY. - IM­

POSING A TRIBUTE ON THE I·SI.ANDERS.-ARUIVALOF 

THE TOJA OF THE ISLAN D ATCHA, AND THE ALEUTIANS 

OF THE ANDREJANOW ISLAND,-S~A-LION CHACE.­

SCURVY A,MONG THE MEN, 

THE depal'tl.lre of Captain Bill'ings was' immediately su'c .. , 
ceeded by' my own. I weighed anchor the next day, even ill' a 
perfect calm, and was towed off between the narrow cape and 
the exterior sandbank. The depth of this place alllOl1nte&to'2~ 
fathoms. On going round the cape; a west wind arose,.with 
which we managed to get under sail. The depth increa'sed to 
5 fathoms, and the bottom was sapdy, After passing the shal., 
10\~s we lay-to for a til~e, ' . 

. We did not observe any tide while we lay at anchor. 
. On going again under sail we ran straight through the bay or 
St Lawrence. The depth in the centre was 25 fathoms in a 
sandy bottol1l. The breadth of the mouth, from the north-east 
to the sou~h-western cape, amounts to 11 miles. On ,the &hore 
of this latter we discovered, at the foot of the mountains, and 
in the vicinity of the brooks, the habitations' of st"tiona,ry Tschuk-
schens in four different places. ',., . 
. . Two miles further we stood round the rocky mass, forming the 
south-easlern point of the promontory at the mouth of .. the bay, 
and kept along the shore ~rst 8~ miles to the west, and afterwards 
4~ miles to west-sQuth-";est. The depth amollnted to 15, 13, 
;lI~d 10 fathoms, with a gravelly and sandy bohom. The moun­
tams grew mo~e lev~l, and \vere intersected by various clefts. 
The coast that Imtnedmtely bounded the water was an entire flat. 
At a d,istance of ?ve miles a-head of us we disc~)Vf;)red the point 
of a shore, 01'1 which was a large ,settlement of the Tschukschens. 
Fr~m this point commences the bay of Metschigmena, beyond 
~VhlCh ~he shore bellqs to south.soutlI·e"st1 running onward i'1to 
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mountains, and occasionally declining into a perfectlY,level sur-
face. , 

On tbe 15th we calculated the latitllde at 640 37', the'lOI1O'.i.;. 
tude at 1880 11'. The depth was 1'2 fathoms, and the bot:h~m 
pebbly. In the afternoon the weather clearing up, whicb had 
been for some time hazy, we discovered to south-west, at a dis­
tanc.e of· 17 miles, a mountainous shore, into which the two 'bays. 
Ge~ag1l1 and Ketschekeyulll, penetrated. According to the ac-
1::0U11t of the Tschukschcns, there were three islands at the mouth 
of the former; but we could distinguish only one of small mag­
mtude, probably owing in part to the mist which was not en­
tirely dispersed, and in part to the nearness of the'two first to 
the shore. At seven 111 the evening we descried to north-west 
'i6° a cOllsiderable$ettlemcllt of Ts.chllkschens, and towar~ 
midnight we were opposite to the southern point of Tschukotskoi 
.N oi, ann lay-to till the morning, ill order to examine it more 
narr.owly. ' 

. On the loth a violent wind and heavy mist arising, we found it 
necessary to continue lying-to, and remained till the 18th off the 
shore of the above-mentioned bay, in the constant expectatioll 
of clearer weather; but no change taking place, 'we resolved Oil 
.steering for. the island of St. Matthew, in order to recniit 'OUT 

almost. exhausted stock of wood from the floating logs that pass 
that shore in great qualltities. : 

On the 19th the wimichanged, becoming first southerly,and 
9fterward~ sOllth.:easterly; the, mist likewise 'dispersed, alld 
opened to our view the island of Clark, or St. Lawrence, called 
by the Tsehtlkschens Eumugjen. TheTscllUkschens'pass over to 
it in thei r baid~Hs, in order to exchange their. baidars and lm·ge 
whale-bone with the Russians for various trifles. At noon we 
observed the latitude' to' be at 0.';° 23', the longitude 1360 39'. 

When we first came' to all anchor off thiH islarid, we f,meied 
,,'e saw through the mist two small islands, whien must hare 

, beel~ only mist; for after the most diligent search in clear wea­
ther, 1 could discover nothing. 1 should concc;ive some of Lieu~ 
tenaut Sinde's islands to have been of a similar nature; alld it is 
most probable f91" Captain Cook to have ~een ill like manner 
mislead, fqr Anderson's island, another lying to the north of 
Clarke's, were not to be found in the places assigned them, al­
though we examined the different parts in perfectly clear weather. 
. In the afternoon we approached St. Lawrence's island, the 
£Irst and most couspicuous part of which, its north-.easternpro­
montory, appeared to be a small distinct ~sla\ld, until, o~ a nearer 
$urvey, we found it united with the former by a plam. r~he. 
El1"lish marillers are of opinion that this is the cape to WillCh 
'Co~lInQdore ~el1ring ~ve- the name of St. Lawrence; but I 
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consider it more probable for him to have tak~n the mo~nt,ains of 
the laro'e island ''ihich areiiliinitely higher, and more consplCIlOUS, 
for thi~ cape; 'for which reason tl{e i:;laud is moOre entitled tq the 
mIDe of St. Lavvrence, than Clarke. 

With a fair east and north-.ea8t wino on the 20th, . we got near 
the isl~nd of St. Matthew, which tl;e mist COli pealed from ollr 
view. In the evening the wind grew stronger, and co:~timlCd ri.,. 
Sillg' all night, so as to be actually stormy towar~s mO,mmg. 

On the- 22d the wind abated; but the sea rupnmg hIgh, we were 
driven to south-west. Till the 26th I w~ed in vain for a change 
of weather, by which I might draw nigh to the shore of the isla~ld ; , 
at length our very reduced stock of wood obliged us to turn our 
thoughts to some other resource, and we accordingly resolved on 
stee~ing for the island of U nalaschka. 

On the 27th we stood off the Pribylow's islands, and the next 
morning we passed the southernmost of them, St. George's 
lsland.- At 9 o'clock it was 2 I miles distant from us to the portq, 
half-east, OUi' latitude being 550 b7' and longitude 191? (j'. On 
the mornillg of the 29th we came insight of Ul1alaschk:F a~ 
n~ontbe cape betwien the place Weselowsk and the mouth of 
the Captail1's-haven, was 38 miles distant from us, to the s01,ltb; 
.~ast 120°; fl~om whence we perceived, that we had calculated ou," 
latitude fro~ L:p'l'rellce-bay always 46 llliles too easterly. 

To\vards evening we came to an anchor off the eastern sid~ 
of the~ishind of t\maknak. ,Thedayfollowing we proceeded as 
far as the village Ululuk, and took up our former stationthere~ 
Here I learnt that our other vessel under the command of Cap~ 
tain Hlj,1l had run into this bay, and after a stay of 13 days for 
victuaHing and watering, bad put to sea again. 

Perceiving that half a mile from, our anchoring-place to the 
south.,~est of the island, there was a better station for our vessel 
on the other side of a little is lund, I' accordingly proceeded to 
the spot, and lay at cable's length between two shores. . 

Our first concern now, was the providing ourselves with--a 
sufficiency of wood, for whi'ch purpose we daily collect~d the 
floating Jogs from the acljacellt parts, and conveyed them to our 
ship in baidar~. ' , 

011 the 2d pf September some Aleutians _informed me that 
they discovered a singk-masted vessel ;1t sea,towards the ,\'cst,. 
In ~hore-?f Capta.ill's-haven; but not being able to give me any 

farther satJsfactQry accoullt, I mounted the summit of the moun­
la~n on the island~ Amakna,k, wh<:re, through a telescope, I des­
CrIed a vessel, which, from Ito eqtllpment, could be no other than 
the newly-built cutter ullder captain I-fall's command. 1 iUlme~ 
di~tely went in a ~loop to it, and was welcomed by the ,vhole crew 
1,'\ltb the U1()St heartfelt delight. According to their O\vn account) 
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they bad been in the track after us during the whole su1.nmer, b~t' 
had been prevented putting to sea until after the· ti,me appointed 
for meeting our vessel. It being a calm, the new vessel, which 
ha~ received the name of Tschernoi Orel (Black Eagle) from it,~ 
bUIlder, came to an anchor tirst near the western shore of the 
~aptain's haven, Close by the village of Natykimk, from 'whence 
It was towed in the evening alongside the Sla\\'a Rossii. ' 

On the 3d of September our officers held a consultation Oll 

the properest place for passing the winter, in which it was unani­
mously decided, that, in consequence of the distance of Kamt­
schatka and the lateness of the season, it was most adviseable for 
lis to take up our abode off Unalaschka, and at the same time to 
remain on board our vessels. Captain Billings ~had, indeed, re­
commended for the ere,'!' to be dispersed among the different vil­
lages of the Aleutians;' but, independent of the burthen which 
their support would have been to a people oftentirnes unable to 
maintain themselve~, the vehement and tempestuous winds which 
at present raged, made it altogether impossible to find allY secure 

,anchoring-station. 'We therefore determined, for the ~ake' of 
saving our present stock of sea-provision, on curtailing the daily 
alIgwance, and on using every eff'oh to recruit ourselves, which' 
circumstances would admit of. 

In order to lighten the vessel and preserve QUf stores, I harl 
a s6rt of magazine erected of poles, "'hich. were covered with 
thick grass instead of planks; and for a bakehouse as well as 
seperate dwelling for the sick, had a jurt biIilt on a shore of 
floating wood. . 

On the 1 '2th, we proceeded to execute that part of Olll' com­
mission, which required us to number the inhabitants of the 
places subject to the Russian empire, to regulate the J apak Or 
tribute in future t6 be levied, to acquire the good-will of the 

, islallders by presents, and confer honorary gold, silver, and 
copper medals, in the name of tb~ empress oil the most re­
spectable. We profited by the opportunity which presented it-. 
self on that day, when the Aleutians were collected, togetber, 
to receive the presents promised them by C:)ptain Billings for 
the preparation' of dry fish; berries, and r?ots: We accOl:d­
ingly distributed rewards among them, and dlsrmssed t~lem ~'th 
still greater promises. They readily ac~ede~ to the trIbute IIn~, 
posed upon them, and engaged to discharge It at the com~ence­
ment of winter, both for themselves abd for all who might go , 
to "the chace takinO' upon themselves the 'management of the, 

, '" . 1 I ,,,hole matter. Hitherto the .J apak had been Imposec Oil y on , 
two or three, selected by our hunters, and on that aGcotmt called 
J assashnas. 

By th~ middle of September we had our magazines construst-
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f~d, into which our provisions and stores were transpotted out of-
the ships. " 

In calm weather the Aleutians brou~ht UB stock-fish and roach 
from time to tim~. The inhabitants of this place catch their fish, 
on the western shore of Captain's-haven, with tackling .of w,ha~­
sinews or thin sea-cole, to which they tie a bone or Iron-hook,., 
sticking on it a piece of fish, or the root of Allg~lica, or some 
other herb of a particuler description fetched from Alaksa" 
\fhich has a powerful smell. ' 

:For their fish, we' made the Aleutians some triflillg acknow­
ledgments. 'Tobacco, fine needles, and goats-hair were thg 
principal objects of their choice. With the latter, they deco­
rated their vests, making it also serve il1s~ead of thread ill 
punctnring, for which they likewise use whitehair from the tails 
of horses, and rein-deer hair., They in like manner shewed a 
parti,ality for white and red enamel, with which the women adol'll 
their clothes, being very much pleased with the Russian dress~ 
particularly the jackets of nankeen, the shirts~ trowsers" and 

. handkerchiefs. ' 
On the Qd of Octoqer we had so ~iorent a storm, that our 

cables were broken, by which we were fastened to the shore. 
At this period we were visited by the chief tr()ja of the islal1d 

Atdla, of the name of Pankow, who came to us from Unimak 
ill a large baidar of the AmJrejal1ows o islands. He had been on 
visit to his relations in Ullimak, and at the same time had 
eistributed the regulations which he had brought with him for 
all the islaudersin the year 1789, when he went to Kamt.: 
schatka with a merchantman. 

This troja wore a vest of light red cloth with gold frilll!e~ 
and a velvet cap, presented to him by her Imperial Majesty. He, 
spoke tQlerably pure Hussian, and discover:ed in his conversation 
a superiority of knowledge and discernment over all the oth~r 
trojas. We learned from him the number of inhabitants on the 
Andrejanow islands, in each distinct place? as also the particular 
number of males. He was attended by the trojas of the above­
mentioned places, with whom he consulted about the tribute 
they had each to pay. In our turn we distributed wedals among 
them in the name of her Imperial Majesty; assi"'ninO' to Pankow 
one of 'gold, with several other presellts. 0 '" 

Pan~ow was accompanied by £5 Aleutians from the Andre­
Janow Islands, 14 of "hom were in a . large baidUl- and tile 
're~t in small ,single-seated baidars. In their passao'~ through 
the very broad strait bE'twE'{,lI Signam and Anml!l'hta~ they were 
so ~ossed ab,out by a storm, as t!ley illformed US~ that they were 
Qb!Jgcd to iJgllten the vessel of lb tacklmg and stores, 'alld \\ ere 
driHC'n to and fro for forty eigbt hollJ's, on which occa~iot1 olle 
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manina smallbaidar .l\'as separated from them, and had 'not 
been heard of since . 
. In a violent \vind and it s~'Velling sea, the Aleutians are 

bbliged to keep in. one'station as .PIuch aspossible, foj' which 
)'eason they tie all their baidars ih.a i'mv tc' cine another; and' 
that they ~ay not be dashed together b;: t,he waves, tliey put 
bladders m the spaces. between, and. pomt the head of their 
barks against the waves until the wind chabg,es. 

The Andrejenow Aleutians are perfectly similai' to those on 
~)Ur is!and, h9th in appearal~c.e and ~l1ode of living; having evetl 
1I1 theIr language no .other vIsIble dIfference than what was oc~ 
casionally tp,be observed in the position oCthe words and theil" 
accentuation. The dress of both males and fGmal"s was pei''­
fectly alike. The women weai' the saine O\'uament in th~jr ears 
and hose, with this single diffeTence, that the bones which the 
former stic~ in the under lip are much smaller, and the holes 
arepierced\vider apart .on the sid~ of the mouth. hi t.he_ 
m~ddle of the cheeks they puncture a little .black double cir-CleJ . 

obliquely over. the middle of the .forehead a double line, and 
over . the nose betwixt the eye~brows two little crooked stripes. 

In the beginning of October, the Subaltern. Ch(ldakow was 
;;;ent out to sttrvey the Aleutian Islands, upon which the Aleutiails 
also set' off from the Andrejeno\¥ ISlands for U mnak, where 
they intended wintel'ing. 

At the close of this month the Aleutians began the sea­
bear chace, which continued till November. These animals 

, return from the northern to the southern countries; allcl in their 
course enter the bays of this island, up<;m which the Aleutians 
pursue them in their baidars. They know pretty accurately the 
spot where they rise up out of the water, and t",'o or three men 
to a hear plant themselves in a convenient position for casting 
their darts at him, as soon as, he makes his appear,ance. Thus 
by rcpeat6d wounds with their a~rts ev~ry time, he risesl they at 
length completely exhaust and crIpple ]um; b,!t that. he nlay not. 
sink immediately on receiving the mortal stllb, they affix bbdders 
to their darts.H e only has a right to'tlJe skin of the animal whQ 
inflicts the first. wound." . 

The chace of otters and other aquatic .allimals is $Ilp,ject to 
similar laws. The first successful dnrter receives half ~he skin 
and the entrails, ::llld hns besides the right of as~igllingthe other 
half to' anyone of the hunters he pleases; the second successful 
aim entitles the person to the neck, and rhe rem!,ining e~tr~ils,; 
the third takes the bladder; the fourth and fiftp .can clalm the 
fore fee~; the fifth and ~ixth the bind feet. The flesh is shared ~ 
equallyamongalJ the parties concerned; 

A.t the commencement of the year s chace, the person to 
SARYTSCHEW, VOL. p ,J H 
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~hose share the first ~ea .. lion falls, distribqtes hi~ portion of flesh 
amorig all the Aleutians of his place; but they are oQligeq' tll r~­
turn him all the bones, which b~ing collected togeth~r, ;tre thrown 
back into the sea. ' 

The oO~~lIencement of the se;t-lion':'chacc:l terminates th!') 
fispery, the weather be~ng usually too col~, ~nd ~)e winds too 
vehement.' The favounte food of the J\leutme IS the flesh Qf 
sea~animals which, when' consumed, ~s supplied by shell-fish, 
xoots, and' sea-wort; some of them indee~, in ~ummer, lay 
bye dry fish, roots, and fat, which is, ~owever, generaUy in , 
too small quantities to last any length of time. The s~a~, there­
fore, remains, at all times, their grallrl resource ;ooe whd!Ol sup­
plying them with a~ ablillda~ce of fi~h or animals for the~r p~r,.. 
suit, and another tltne castIng on lts shore many delicaCies 
which reqqire no labour to obtain. In this manner the iQ.­
habitants pass an easy life heedless of futurity; 
'. In the evening of the 5th, a strong wind rose from the \'Vest, 
which tore the cable of tb,e Slawa Rossii, that was no sooner 
supplie.d by another than it was instantly torn agail1•. The 
'stoi," lilsted t~ree days and nights, and. burst forth froIn the 
clefts of the ml?untains wit~ such impetuosity, that the b9ats 
and. empty casks, lying on the shore, were rolled down iato 
the sea. ' 

Hitherto we had procured fuel fi'om the willows that grew 
on the shore of a brook thflt ran into the bay of N atykin~k ; 
but in consequence of a heav:y fall of snow, and the bl'OoJt 
,being fr9zen, we could not float l!-ny more willows do:w~ ilie 
stream, but we found o~hers at the farther extremity of another 
brook near the village of Hluluk, whither we sent our men after it 
on foot; an exercise that served all a very efficacious prevenfa­
,tive against the sc~rvy, whic4, was beginning to ma:ke its 
appearance. 

The 19th, being cal!llweather, the Aleutians went fishjng at 
our request, but caught only .two shell-fish. ' . 

On'the 21st, we' disPlltched two of our hunters to shoot 
fowl. Three qf them' put: themselves into a treble-seated, 
baidill', with the view of crossing the strait; but were scarcely 
off from the shore, when a sudden squall upset their un­
steady bark, and dislodged its content::; into the water. 'l\vo 
of the men saved themselves, but the third was drowned. 
The complaints of our people respecting tlJe smallpess of their 
allowance. becoming too urgent, wc were ohljO'ed to Q'ive them, 
their ordinary portion of pcas, butter, and me,~t. b 

At the dose. of pecemher the scurvy had increased the 
number of our SIck to twelve. \\r e strove to afford them aU 
possible assistance, by procuring fresh foDii, for which ,Plll'-
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p:ose six or -seven shoote~s were daily sent o'ut after-wi1d fowl. 
qn lucky days tliey usuany brought froni three to SI1r birds of 
dilfferent sorts, as uri'Ias, sea-ducks, mews, wild-geese, an'd oc­
casionally a woodcock, or some other fimd-bjrd. 
, On th~ .zd and~d ,of January the .weatl.er was' hazy but 

calm. ,Soine AlentlanS then wet'lt agam to fish, and brought 
ui twelve stock.:.fish and two roaches, each of which weighed 
two pounds and a half. In the middle of J am1ary ottr pa­
tients witll the 8(:ul'vy were increa~'ed to the nmuber of twenty .. 
three. 

The high ,vind which blew from the- 19th to the 25th drove 
a wlmle to the VI'estern shol'e of Captam's-ha-y, and' aftery 
wards thi'ew it on the island of Uknadok. The islanders gave 
u's information of it, enquiring, at the same time, wnetlle!' we 
were not in want of oil. We ordered twelve pud-sfor burn:': 
ing in our lamps. AlthOugh the ,-fish was only eighteen feet 
long, it proved extt'emely serviceab-Ie tathe_ Aleutians in their 
a'pproaching scarcity, qhQ was shared among- aU the innabitants 
of the sm'rounding villages. ' 

On the 8:th of Fellfuary, we' had still twenty-three SIck ot 
the scurvy, and two dead. 

• 
CHAP. IX. 

mi~AIiTURE FOR THE NORTHERN SIDE OF UN AI,ASCHKA, 

-AR:RI VAL A1'THE VILLA-GE OFMAKUSCHINSK.-GAMES 

OF THE ]SLAN'DERS.-Bf'\YS,ON THE W~-S:rERN S'IDE Oll 

THE IsLAI' D.-:"C'lJREOF A SICK -WOj\fAN ~y' ASHAMA'N.­

ATR-OJA ACTIN(O AS 5HA1\>lAN.-=-ItET'U'RNT'O TJ1E VESSEL, 

A~CORDING to- the itjfarma1:ion of some Aleutia.ns~ there -
were some b-eau-tiflil bay'S 011 the western side of Ubalas-chka, 
which, as they had hitherta be'e'n 11l1rioticed byuuy One, I took: 
upon myselfto survey and describe; 1 accordingly' se1:offon ~he 
] 3th of February, in a treble-seated baidar,- attended by' a few 
i~landers'in sino-Ie-seated ones'. 1 hi\d' but one sailor' with me • 

. and the troja ol'IJIulujc, baptized:.bythe name ofEli~ei'V ttpyschew, 
who spoke'-tohirably'goOd"R~ss13T1;a'\'id served as mterpreter. I 
waS obli"edafter the m'atmer' of my' companIons to' draw 011 a'll 
J-lvpel' g~~'ment of fishe'~' e11frails; to- put a' wo\>den hat on Illy 
head' ami take the'oar in my hand-. My- compass was fastened 
hefb:e me in a directl-bn that· 1 couW~use1t at pleasui'e; and the' 
sailor who was in' a' sman: bald"r, carriedthe"leac!: for sounding 
j:lS' I desired. ' 

As SoQu as w~-wete- c~ear~of the'~western ~hore-of Qaptai;n's .. 
»~ 
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l1aven, we stoDd to. the north-west alDng the steep rDcky shore of1 
I tpe northern side of-Unal[!schka, -as f~r as the Dpe~ bay of :w ese-, 

]Dwsk, which penetrates three quarters Df a m,1}e mt~ the .Island. 
On the shore Df a little brook which discharges Itself mto It fr?lIl' 
a deft in the mountain, lies the s-ettlement of 'Y!'se1owsk,.-eonsIst­
ing Df Dnly two. jurts, inh&bited howev!'r by thlrtY-D~le, per~olJs?f 
the male se~. Opposite to. this village, a rpcky Islet rIses In 
th,e bay, thpt is very distinctly ~bse~v.ed from the sea, be­
iqg [J).l~ch ITlore prominellt than the mtenor flat shore of the bal' 
- We spent the night in this place, and pursued Dur course III 
the morning. The shore continued to. be one rocky steep to­
~ards south-south-west, as far as the other bay Sachtupik .. _ 
",hich extends for half a mile into the iI}terior of the islal1d~ 
It receivt;s the waters of two brooks from the mOimtams, the 
:fbot of which forms the depressed gravelly shore. . _ - _ 

Eight miles from WeseloWRk we passed a volralllc crater, 
c,alled by the Aleutians, -!'\ijagin. It is higher thaQ aU the Dther 
mountains 'of U n;tlasch ka, with a summit more level than pointed; 
that on the southern side Df the island has the appearance ore 
b~illg almost ,fiat; all erL1ptions h:We long since c.ease~, and ,no-, 
tiling now remains but occagonal smoke. EarthqLJa:k~s are lIke::, 
wise now 'very rare, which were formerly frequent and so. vio­
lent as to overturn jurts and peI)dant rocks. On the summir Df­
this crater the Ale,utians collect sulphur and lava -; from which 
1atter they make points for their darts. 

The weather this m~l'ning was very dull, attended with only' 
a' gentle east breeze, that strengthened tow~rds the afternDon, 
and ocC~~io'led a veh,einellt surge.. -The Aleutians pursued their 
cpurse. with the most yerfect tranqlJiIlity and unCDncern, while 
1 was 111 no 5malI trepipatiol1, faljcyiTlg that every billQVV whi$:h 
approached me would inevitably swallow me and my little bark. 
~ or were my fears ,withoutfbundati'on, for though the inhabit':' 
ants are _very expert in lllallagingthese b()ats, and preserving, 
the ,exact equili~rium with their oars on the apprDach of every 
M'a.ve, yet Sl,lCh IS the smallness qf. these conveyaQce,s, mine nDt ' 
b~Illg more th~na f?Q,~ and half. broaq in the rnidqle, t~at tbe. 
sl~ghtest error III .g'pdmg them may be, aqd -Dften is, attel1deq 
WIth. ~he tiJo~t senous consequences.' " . 

FI~teen mIles from .Weselowsk the ~hore became very san~y~, 
f<;»nnmg, pya curve 1I1wards, a sQrt of bay, which received thtl' 
)Vaters ,of !I. ?rook from the peighbouring inD"mtains. ' farther op; 
~he. shor~ wll1d~ t? the norh-east, and finally to. the east, termi~ 
natmg WIth the VIllage Df Makuschil1sk abDut two miles and a 
half distant from tile curve :befDre~~~n'tiDl1ed and lying at the 
p10uth of a small river, .for~ed by three lak~s, and united hi _ 
~l!lall ~ater,,:"fa~lg-. ~~ thIS nver muc~ hllm~-b~~e~ sal~9P ~lt<t 
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similar fiSh make their appearance 'about the beginning ·of May. 
There are ~5 AlelJtian inhabitants in this village, who are distl~~ 
~)lIted in tw'o large j urt~. , 

1;>uring a stay of three days, I found the games here which 
ar~ usual among these people, anti which continue through the 
wmter until the beginning of spring, or until the appearance of 
tile wh~l!=s; Their .ori;pn. is ascribed to the Shamans, who assure 
!hem t1mt the spirits are pleas~d with sl-lch performances, and will, 
In return, send plenty of whales on shore. - The performers 
wear masks, reselnbling the faces of the spirits which have 
appeared to the Shfj.tllans; and, although these men no longer 
possess the implicit confidence of the peop1e, the Aleutians 
always celebrate the arrival of a fish "'jth these games. T,he 
person first making the discovery announces it by weafing a 
narrow fillet on his head, aqd bas a right to half the entrails, skin, 
tongue, and sinews. The rest is divided by t11e trojars of the 
.village among the other Aleutians, 

On one of the days which I, passed here I witnessed the fol. 
lowiIlg celebration of the above-mentioned games; - There 
P9les W.el'e placed horizontally betweell the beams of the' jurt) 
the first about three feet beiow the upper opening of the jurt, , 
t~e second ~bout twelve feet lower, and tbe third about nine feet 
below the _second, and about four feet from the ground. 
, 'T~e Aleutia,l1s Jssembled from the different villages then swing 
t~en~selves up to lheopeuing, during which a perpetual clamour 
is kept lip by th,e slj.o,uts of the people, at whose jurt it takes 
place, while thq~e wbQ lJIiss their aim and fall to the ground are 
saluted by the spectators with loud peals of laughter. As soon 
as this is cQI,lclucied, and the guests are seated, the dances com­
m,~nce in' the fQIIowi1lg order :-First, two boys in a state of nu­
dity, who were followed by men with drums fancifully decorated 
j¥ith caps on their heads, girdles round their loins, ,and bands .on 

. their arm.sand feet; afterwards females, two and two, havmg 
their heads 'epcirded with binders e,r;nbroidered with goat's hair, 
jloll~ish,ing Qladder~ of birds' skins, a~d dancing to the drums; 
tll,en a second string bf females can') ing arrows; and finally a 
train of men in motley l:nasks, with wide streaked mouths, and on 
their heads :;t ~ea-dog's face. , Some few who were se~ted. struck 
vi,olently on ~rllms, to .which they sung the followmg verses, 
,which, althol,lg,h tl'anslated to m!:, I by no means understoqd : 
, - " ' . . What ~hall I do? 

As it appe~rs to IP;el 
That I ~hall do. 
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Then came another mask, with wide elttended'mouth, and ai 
8hepherd'~ crook, singing as follows: 

o what knavery! 
o what roguery! 
Thou, 0 Ammech! • 
iIast made the world'. 

, .A. third mask, having lost a left eye, sung the following: 
In the midst of Alaksa, 
Is Agmagaluk's jurt ; , 
'Tis that which we sing. 

These men were follo\ved by female masks, who seated' 
tll.emselves by the man with the se~ .. dog's face, before whom ~ 
few other women danced' with dishevelled hair, carrying beards 
of sea~lions in' their hands, occasionaHy pointing to the mask; 
seated in the middle. They sung the fom~wing verse: 

'( The hellish island Sakchadok , 
, Contains the arrows we must not forget; 

Yet why should'we rememher 
'fhat which brings no good? . 

. .A,nd 'tUus ended the piece. I had ai:so an opportunity of' 
seeing. the dances of some of the Andrejall9w. isJanders (who 
werespectatois' of the above performance), which differed'much 
fro~ the others. The men took off their upper garments, 
dancing in succession one after the other in shirts and trowsers i, 
having on their heads caps; embtoider~d with long narrow points, 

, proj~ctin~ forwards, cur,:e~ to,:ards the top,. an?-decoratedwitb' 
goat s hall'. A sea-hourldsskm, two' sea-hons bladders, mid a' 
cloth, were throwubefbre the dancers. When the Aleutian~ 
began to sing, the dancer took in each hand a bladder:, which 
lw helQ so as for them to hang down to his elbows, aQd theIl 
began to dali<:e, nodding and tossing his' head to the sound of the 
drum; after which, throwing down the bladders, he took lip the 
the skin, andswlmg it aloft several times, as if to t'xilibit it to the 
company; then threw it down, and seizing the cloth, danced with 
it, as before, holding its extremities in his hands; and :finally" 
taking a stick, imitated the action of rowing a baidar. They 
say this' dance is expressly invented for the purpose of represent;' 
iug in a ridiculous point of view the vauntings of their compa- ' 
nions, concerning their. catching marine animals; the bladchmi, 
the. seal's-skin? and cloth beiI!g. emLlel:,atical of th~ spoil which 

. the hunter trIumphantly exhibIts to VIew. The women array 
themselve~ for the dance ill an upper garment, resembliuO" the 
par~a of the m?n whi~h they confine wit!l a girdle, tyillg r~uI\d 
theIr heads a bmder, lIke that of the ,native Aleutians, and car­
rying on their backs an arrow with p.n inflated bladder. The lady 
thus equipped, appro<l('hes the circle 9f men, whQ are all seated", 
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and kneeLs on.a .grass mat in the midst. When the song com~ 
. merct!s, !lhe hegins to move, and g-rodually rises with her hands 
b~th cQnnned inber girdle; shethell takes the arrow from her 
back, and, tllising herself on her toes, in this attitude dances, 

. without leaving the spot, at the same time suiting the Il'lOVements 
of her head, and those of the arrow she holds in her hand, to 
the sOllnd of the drum. _ 

On the 17th ~he weather being fine and sun bright, I com~ 
tne\lced Ihy observations from -the promontory of. the place, and 
f!>und our latitude 5:;;0 5}'. A small distance from the vilbge I' 
·discovered a warm spring issuing from a ddt in arock, which 
is, however"ouly visible at 101V water, being at other times' 
wholly covered by the stream. 

On the 18th· the weather was calm enough for me to ·pursue 
my course; prevIous to which I took a survey of M akuschinsk. 
The shore leading to it extends in rocky projections t0wards 
south-east 60°'; the entrance of the bay is abctut 2~ miles 
wide, lying to the north-east 55°. At a distance of about 
~2.0 fathoms from the northern side of the hay towards the 
south-west are two high projecting ro,cks; 60 feet fnun the_ 
rocks the water was not more than seven fathol11S, altho'ugh ill 
the middle it was so deep that our lead never once reached the' 
bottnm. The whole bay is nine miles and a half- in length~ 
At noon we were off the left shore, near Ikschaktak's bay, in 
lat. '530 46'. In the afternoon we ran in and fmmd the opposite 
shore;five mies di .. tant from the mouth, divided by aBeck of land: 
into two, parts, one called Udamak 'ood the other Magana{;h . .....:. 
The ,Nrst extends to south-east four miles and a half, having in 
its Ce)iltre two small islands. On the left 1laud, the space be ... 
tween the shore and the nearest islaN.d is about the thi.rd part of [ll 
verst iuthe centre. The water is 32 fathoms deep, with a 
gravelly bottom: the roads are about a vemt in width, anlli so 
deep that a line of fifty fathoms could not reach the bottom. 
The other half, or Maganach hay, extends itself two miles ana 
a half towards the south; it is very deep at the entrance; but' 
three quarters of a mile farther shQlIows to fifty fathoms, and 
.contimws to b€come more shallow as you appl'Oach the oppo­
site shore. A mile and a quarter from the .islalld) both the 
shores approach each· other, and form a road about half a verst 
in breadth, which leads to an oval basin, a mile in diameter.­
This basIn also receives a stream that descends from !be mo~n­
tains. In the eentre it is seven fathoms deep, and a( the mouth 
~5, with a muddy bottom. 'We took up our ablJde for'/the 
night, on the first' island, where we found a hut cO\1'strud~d of 
Whales' 'bones, in which the Aleutians, from Makuschmsk,. 
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usually reside during the autumn, for the purpose of catching. 
Bea~beal's, whi'~h run into the bffilY at that season. ." . 
. . On the follmving day we left this place, and,anchored ~gaIrt 

off the village Al,maga" fOil\" m5les fro~ll.t'.le bay Makuschl~sk. 
This village lies near the shore, m the VIClluty of a brook whICh 
:flOW5 out of a lake, and has seven male inhabitants. Having 
passed the night here, we proceeded, onward, and passed two. 
bays ""hich penetrated three miles into the island to south-east. 
They appeared unsheltered, and not well adapted for an anchot'­
jng-place, on which a~count I thought it needless to enter t?eni. 
A.rapge of high rocks extend themselves for about half a mde to 

, south-west, beyond which the shore wi~ds to south-east and south 
toward~ a bay, called by the Aluetmns AlukqO', and. by the 
Russians Makrowsk; its entrance is about a mile and a half 
wide, defended on each side by steep rocks, and penetrating 
towards the east about three miles and three 'quarters, and then 
winds to the south, where, althol)gh it ,is sheltered from the 
winds 011 one side, is still an insecure station from the rough 
rocks ::md numerous cliffs on its shore. Two miles and a half 
beyond the promontory 'is another bay to the south, . called 
Koshiga, open tQwards the west a mile and a half 10)lg, and at 
the mouth three quarters of a mile broad; near which, onthe 
right shore, is an inconsiderable island facing the' ocean; a mile 
}Jey~nd, a high and slender roc~ emerges from the water, 
under whose surface lie concealed innumerable shelves. The 
depth betWeen the rock and the island is 35 fathomfl, with a 
gravelly bottom; at ,the mouth of the bay the water is- only 
twelve fathoms deep, and shallows to seven farther on, with a 
bOtt?lll of fine sand, which, judging from the appearance of the 
,shore, most probably' covers the rocks at 110 great distance 
from herce, and occasioned the wrecking of Shebeshow's ship 
in 1790, who, having anchored in the bay to water, in his way 
from the island Badjak, w&s torn from his anchorage, and dashed 
against the shore. 

On the inner shore of the bay lies the villaO'e Koshicra, con­
'sisting of three jurts, inhabited by thirty-two Aleutians,~nd two 
Russian hunters, left in the former year from a ship belonging to 
Shebeshow, on the western promontory of the island ,,,hile 
the ship itse1f wintered in the island discovered by the st:er~mall 
Pribylow. ' 

Among the Aleutians who accompanied me from Akmagan 
was a Shaman, who undertook the restoration of a sick woman 
at tbe request of her relatiollS. The Shaman' alid some of his coun­
try people seated themselves in a circle round the s~ck woman, and> 
cO.mmenced ~Sha~llan's hymn, accompanied by the drum; to,­
thIS, after a short tlme, followed a profound silence, occasi'oncd ... 
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as .the interpreter informed lile, by the 3ppearan~e ().fa spirit, 
w~l~h .the Shaman began to supplicate for the sick woman. The 

. ~pmtappeared rather obstinate at first; but at the continued 
entreaties of th~ Sham1n at length yielded, adding, that the sick 
person suffered on account of her father's having, while on the 
whale fishery, smeared his arrows with the spinal marrow of that 
fish, and since he was now dead, an evil spirit was charged to 
obtain satisfaction from the daughter. The song now rec9m­
m~nced, and at the expiration of five minutes silence ag~in pre­
vaIled. The Shaman then addressed the spirit, which now ap­
peared to be uuder his controu!, and informed the bystand~rs; 
that it was now in the bowels of the sick woman, for the pur­
pose of minutely examining the disease, and removing the cause, 
from which in three days her restoration might be expected •. 
This hope, accordinK to the assurance of'the Shaman, was 
confirmed by another spirit, whose opinion he bad obtained; 
and thus concluded the exorcism. The Shamans never demand 
any compensation from the people, contentedly receiving wilat 
is given them, and never'requiring offerings for the spirits. 

On the '21 st, I proceeded farther with fine weather, and a 
• calm sea; bnt ~towards noon a gale from the north-west blew' 
so hard, that I with djfficulty reached the first promontory, four 
miles from Koshiga to the south-west, and anchored off a little, 
village called by the Aleutians U mschaluka, by the Russians Se­
denim. It contains only twelve inhabitants. From the promoo-' 
tory is discernible a small rocky island, a quarter of a mile to' the 
south-west and a mile to the west, a high rock surrounded with 
pr~jecting cliffs.' . • . 

On the. third day the wind abated, and we made direct for 
the promontory of Amnak., distant from Sedenka about five miles 
to south-west 51 Q, and projecting· far into the, ocean_ with a 
range of high rocks. Between these two promontories are three 
open bays. The first, called AJimmla, commences immediately 
beyond Sedenka, penetrating two mil(~s and a half into the island 
ill a westerly direction: the second is two miles in extent' to the 
south-west; and the third is, only divided from .the second by a 
smaIJ slip of land, running in a south-easterly direction a ~nile 
and a quarter into the island .. 

When we came directly opposite to the promontory of Amnak, 
we perceived the entrance pf the Bay of Tschernowsk, tW() 

miles and three' quarters distant from the hack p.::trt of the pro~ 
montory. The entrance is defended on ~ach 8ld~ h;r a sor~ ?f 
promontory of high rock, surrollnded WIth pr~l<ctlllg c1.Ifls. 
The shore between Amnak and 'fschernowsk fOl'ms:a sbght 
curve .far~.l,to the sea, is alternatdy rug-ged and mountainous, . 

SARYTSCHEW,,1'OL, n.] l' 
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but e'i'idently lower than Amnak, which, when viewed from the 
ocean, appears much elevated. ' . 

In the eveninO" I arrived at the vIllage of Tschernowsk, and 
011 the followin~' morning notwith,standing the snow an, d raill" 

"" "1 d P· raceeded'to survey the bay which I fOUIld to be three. ml es an . , . 
tJ}ree quarters- in length. The water at. the entrance IS 15 
lfathoms, with a gravelly bottom; half a mIle fro~ the eJItJance 
is 35 fathoms deep; and a mile to the int~nor, ollIy 18 
fathoms. A mile and a half from the entrance IS a smaJl!.cove, 
penetrating a mile and a half to the wes~, 14 fathoms. deep in 

'the centre, with a muddy bottom" and Imght afford an excellent 
anchoring· place. On the peninsula lies the village. of ~scher­
nowsk, consisting of one large and one small jurt, mhah}ted By 
thirty,nine Aleutians. The latitude of this place is 5jO 29'. 

,It was now my intention to visit the western pr~montory 
of Unalaschka, and proceed to my vessel round by the 
southern,shore; but being detained here three days by violent 
winds, and my provisions being OIl the dedille, I was compelled 

, to return. 
On the ,1st of March I came to Koshiga, and was informed 

by the inhabitants, that not far from here on the sOllth,side of 
the island is another very large bay, whose very fine sitl:latioll 
determined me to visit it, although I was ddtained by wind and 
weather till the 6th, when I proceeded in a trehlc,seated baidar, 
five miles along an inlet between it double row of mOLmtains. 
The bay is caJ1~d KulJilak" and although not so large as had 
been represented, is admirably defended on all sides against the 
sea ;.its length fi'om south,west to north-west is a mile and a 
half. The entrance of the bay is towards the north-west 65°, 
its breadth between two naked projecting cliffs 100 fatlwms. Its 
depth in the middle is II fathoms, and near the cliffs from foul' 
to five. Farther in the bay curves to north,east, and becomes· 
broade.r but ~hallower; and near to a small rocky island, the 
water IS only tour fathoms and a half:, the bottom is sandy. On: 
the, left shore is a sand-bank, with several naked and con­
c:aleo cliffs which ships. must guard against by keepitlg to the 
rIght shore. After havmg' vc;'eo this island, the bottom be. 
comes muddy, and the depJ, of water increases to seven 
fathoms and a haIt~ and continues SI) to the furthest· shore, 
w~en it receives the waters c.f twei brooks; one from the moun­
tams,. the otite.!' from .a lake. rJ.'he shOl'e of the bay is 111 some 
places mo.untamc:ms, m others hIgh and rocky, then again form~ 
l11g a slopmg plam. 1 Ulen proceeded about three mile,; heyond 
the bay to a promontory on my j'ight, to t.\!(," a survey of the 
southern shore of Unalashka, aud 'perceiv.ed that it bas a south, 
westerly .. ~irection, ,and. that the island is Oll this side very 
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tmrroW. On the other side of .the Bay of Kullilak to thel1orth~ 
east, the ~hore was concealed by th~ steep and projecting pro~ 
IIlontQI'Y of Amtschik. The Aleutians were of opinion, that 
it ll1igh~ be easy to run into the Bay of Eul!dak from :the open 
sea; . but it may Hot be amiss to . remcl ;-/;, tL[c when. you sail 
fmm the side &lst-south-east towards the isllllld, itappt:ars to 
,be divided into two islands. 

Hazy weather and stormy wind~ detained me si~ days at ~he 
vinage ot K:oschiga, and obliged me to consume my small stock 
of provisions, after which I was compelled, to mllke shift with 
dried fish, marine herbs, and vegetables, except once, when .'my 
host bZ'ollght me sonie fresh fish, 'which they call Terpuge; but 
having neither bread nor salt I ate it with little reli~h. . 

'.f.he Alellti,tns becoming at length quite tired of bad weather. 
they one day collected themselves together men, women, and 
.child,rtll1, and r~paired to an open field, where having ligthed a fire 
~nd turned themselves to the wind, they clapped their hands 
~nd screamed with all their might, quietly returning in the full r 

.expectation of a favourable change. 
Towards evening, I suddenly heard the arum hea~ing in 3-

corner of the Jurt, and was informed b.y my int?rpreter, that 
the rojas and Shan'lans were conjuring a spirit for favourable 
Iweather. r At the expirati9.\1 of a quarter of an hou!' the Shaman 
began .to cry aloud, but soon ceased, ~nd fdl senseless to the 
grOL~ild. ' .The terrol' became I,miversal, a crowd surrounded 
him; SUl1g a solemn I,amentation, and cOl~jured the \ spirit to 
spare the good Shaman; notwithstanding which he continued 
some time motionless, but at last revived, and infon'ned the 
bystanders " that he had summoned the spirit into his presence, 
and commanded him to send fine weather;' but the spirit thought 
it by no means necessary, aIld he accordingly reproved him for 
his obstinacy and caprice, threatening, if he persisted in his re .. 
fusal, to inform the people that he had not sIJfficiellt pow~r~ 
which wOijld certainly )1ot be much to' his honour. U PO,D this 
the spirit became so furious, that he fell on him., and con­
tinued to tonnent him until he became senseless, during which 
period it was manifested to him, that the w~ather would be no 
better until three days after the death of'a certain woman, 
(whose name he mentioned), which would ta~e place in the 
course 'of the summer. Then (added he) we might sail as far 
as . .Makuschinsk, but no farther, as we should there be again 
oveJtaken by bad weather. He el~oined l!S the~efol'e, by n~ 
mealls to attempt proceeding farther, even 1f adVl$l'd to do so 
by the inhabitants themselves. He then iHformeq. me <that on 
my return to my v€BseI, I should not find my companions and 

I 2. 
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people in a good state; but that _-although WOe might lament 
having passed the whole winter pH tile island~ yet we s~ollld put 
to sea at the-commencement of the summer, and happily return 
to the ph;ce from ""hid; we came." . 

'l'he latitude of this plac~ is 5:i° S I'. 
- -On the 16th of M arch, I set out on my return to .Malm­

schinsk; but being unable to proceed by water on account of 
the violellt winds, 1 resolved to cross the mountains along the 
shore on foot, to Captain's Bay, which the Aleutians iuformed 
me ""ali practicable dnrillg the summer in olle day. 

I weilt in my baidal' to the extreme point of the Bay of 
Makuschil1sk, where r landed and commenced my excursion 
with three -Aleutians as guides. For above half the way, I . 
proceeded with great facility; when I came to the back of a 
mountain, whose SlillIl1).it I could reach only by climbing ~ 
winding path, on the rocky shore qf a river. The farther I ad­
vallced, the~teeper it became; and being quite covered with 
hard snow, lIly labour was much augmented by being compelled 
with every step to stamp for myself a sure footing. rnius oc,. 
~upied, 1 fearlessly proce~ded, uncollbcious pf the height I haq 
attained, until at last, finding I could go llO farther, I saw to 
my dismay that J stood on the brink of an immense precipice, 
whose sides were covered with rocks, at the bottom of which 
flowed a brook. - Oli the sudden discovery of my situation, I 
was seized with sueh an irresistible dread, that 1 could pro,:, 
ceed no farther, and re~olved to retread the path I had ascended, 
in doing which I expected at every step to be precipitated head­
long to the bottom. Fortunately, however, I arrived iii safety 
at the place from whence I set out, and was agan detained 4), 
wind alld weather for the foUl' following days. -

On th~ 20th at midnight, a' violent tempest began, and the 
wind blew pn laud with such fury, that no oue' could withstand 
it. On the following day the ~'ind was less violent, but the 
'sea remained lIl~ch agitated. The latitude of Makuschinsk is 
5:3°'50' 35". 

-- The Toja of Mak.LIschinsk, seeing my uneasiness at being thus 
long detajned from my ~hip, and the great inconvenience I ex,:, 
peri~llced for. ,,:vant 'of food, wa~ at length moved with com­
passIOn, alld mformed me, that If the' baidars were brought 
from the Bay of Makuschinsk to Beaver's-bay, it would be 
~asy to pass fo the vessels. By the aid of persuasion and pre­
sents, therefore, I at length prpvailed on some Aleutians to . 
carry their own baidars and mine, across the land which parted' -
the two bays, the distance being about three miles and a half. 
, I began rp y 1 ittle voyage on the ~3d, and reacping, the ves!iel3 
pn t~~ foJ~o\\ing day, found that during my absence ~he crew~ 
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of the vessels had suffered so much from the scurvy, that eleven 
..... ere dead on board the great ship, a1)d three on board the 

. small one. As I knew from experience, that this complaint is 
much relieved by change of air, I had the sick removed [0 the 
~lcighbouri~lg villages with all speed, ",here they were placed tn 
Ju:ts, prevIOusly cleaned and fitted for their reception. Besides 
tills, the snow began to melt in various places, and enabled us to 
procure green:herbs for their sustenance, which produced a vi­
sible and rapid change. The chief cause of this malady was 
the damp alld unfavourable weather, wiJich continued almost 
uninterruptedly during the whole of ollr stay at this place. Be­
sides which the half putrified food contributed not a little to 
illcrease the disorder, particularly bad rye-bread, which at best 
was tasteless, and soon became mouldy. 

CHAP. X. 

DESCRIPTION OF UN ALASCHKA. 

T HE Island of Una!aschka, or as the inhabitants denominate 
it N agunalaska, is the largest in the whole chain of Fox Islands; 
it lies in the 54th degree of north latitude, and 194th degree of 
longitude east from the meridian of Greenwich. On the 
I;'restern side it is bounded by the island of U mnak, and on 
the east by the islands of Spirkin-Kigalga and Unalga. Its 
length from south-west to north-west, is ~eventy-four miles; 
and its greatest width twenty; terminating to the west near 
Umnak, in a small promontory. It is surrounded by a num-, 
ber of bays, some of which penetrate so far into the land, 
as almost to unite with. others on the opposite side. Among 
them are three of considerable magnitude, Ugadjach or Bea­
ver's bay, running from the eastern side sixteen miles into the 
land; Makuschinsk on 'the western side ten miles, and a third 
running from Captain's-haven, seven miles and a half in land. All 
these have lesser bays$ or creeks, adjoining them. They are all so· 
deep in the middle, that a 60 fathom line canHot reach the bottom; 

. and in the sea, on the north and south side of the island, at the 
distance of six hundred feet from the bhore, the water is above 
100 fathoms, while in the straits it is not more than £0 or SO 
fathoms. The whole island of U nalaschka is covered with 
mountains, whose summits are crowned with poillted and naked 
rocks; one of these mountains on the southern side is volcanic, 
alld covered half-way lip with moss and grass. The southern 
shore of the island is bounded by a chain of high rocks, but 
those at the northern extremity are rather lower than the others, 
and many slope towards the sea. The declivities of some of 
~he mountains which are vyatered by brooks, producej grass 
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~nd herhs, On the low spots' are grown various soHs of plants, 
allnong ,which is the epilobium angustifolium, the branches 
which- are numerous, and shoot annually from the pal't>ut root 
on stems ahove three feet high, with long narrow unequal 
kavc~ the flower consjs~illO' of four small, roundish patent Ian .. 
ceolat~d petals, with eight'" peclicles, the fruit consisting of a 
very long ctlpsule of a cylindrical form, wit~ four valves. T~e 
seeds are numerous and oblong. It grows 111 marshy places 111 

tbe north of Europe. 'We also found the arbutus uva ,u',oi a 
creeping evergreen of inconsiderable SIze, the leaves of winch ~re 
tough, thick, not juicy; and founded WIth the corne~s bent 111..­
wnrd. Between\ these, campanuJated flowers of a pmk colour 
shoot forth, and are succeeded by tasteless round mealy berrIes. 
It grows in the fir-woods of the temperate parts of Russia, 
and is used in tanning nne skillS. The leaves are esteemed a 
powerful diuretic, and the berries yield a serviceable dye. 

I lil(ewise met with raspberries of an amazing size, which, 
"however, were watery and less inferior in flavour to those of 
Europe. Among the edible roots are the Macarscha and 
Sarall3, as also a sort of, yellow carrot, which the inhabit­
"nts maintain has so great a power of strengthening the sight, 
that, if they eat largely of it at night, they can on the following 
lllomilig discern the smallest object at an incredible distance; 
for whichreasoll they generally eat of it previoijs to goipg on 
the chace. 

This island abounds with black, dark-brown, and light-grey 
- fO)1es, bu~ there 'are but few red ones. The llussiall hunters 

catch them with traps; but in this open couplry they are by no 
means so good as those caught in the woody parts of Siberia; 
Oll v. hich account they are much cheaper than the Siberian. Yet 
with all this disadvantage, t1w Russian merchaIlts derive a con., 
siderable profit from this trade. 

l~esides the fo:\.es there aFe no quadrupeds, except short-tailed 
mice, which burrow in 'the earth, where they find roots for 
their sustenance, and reside winter and summer; but they lay 
lip no store for the former season~ 

Among the birds are eagles, with' white heads and tails, 
hnwks, woodcocks, and many kil1f1s of small birds some of 
'which sing very well. Sea-fowls of different kinds a:e also nu­
merous, as uri las, owls, &c. which frequent the ledges of the 
rocks, ~nd ~re ~aught in their 11ests by the inhabit!lnts, who cou .. 
vert their slims mto garments as before described. The urilas are 
about the size of a \~ild goose? have long necks, sharp beaks, 
and black feathers, With a beautiful green ring round their neck,s. 
The breasts and necks of the males-, are frequently varieO"ated 
by a mixture of white feathers. Their legs are so near th: tail~ 
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that ""hen they sit on the rocks, they appear to be standing; ti.,·j,­
bodies and necks being almost perpendicular. The owls arG 

about the size of a duck; their breasts are white, and the rest of 
their feathers black. TheToporkas are nearly of the same "izc)tk~ir 
feathers being grey, their beaks red, broad, Hat, and prulHiu' Ht; 
their eyes shaded with a row of white feathers, ar,:hed hke eve­
hows. The skins of these birds are mudl vabed for t!;eir 
firmness, and al-e mostly made into garments for the mea. 
Their beaks are used by the women for the (]': co! .. .ti '" of 
thei'r c1oaths. There are no bird; ~o difficult to ,,1l')0t ," these:. 
from the extreme closeness of their plumage, "hich repels the 
shot; besides which, they frequently plunge into the water, and 
when they swim clap their wings as in flyillg. Two sorts of 
geese also occasionally visit the island; the first, which come 
from the southern countries in the middle of April, and reside 
on the lakes during the summer, are of a moderate size, with 
grey plumage, and the head and neck black; in September and 
October they disappear again, and are succeeded by ot!lers of a 
similar size, with an ash-coloured plmmge speckled witl! white.< : 
These latter come hither from the north, live the wholewintel~ . 
on the cliffs, that are . often under water, al1l1 feed on the sea-· 
weeds that abound in these parts. 

In April, at the commencement of Rpring, tbey fly to the 
northern climates, where they probably ,breed. Yet we saW 

none of them in the country of the Tschukshens, whence r 
should draw the conclusion, that they make the shore of 
North America their summer residence. The amphibions 
tribe of animals are less numerous here, than in dIe athOl' 
Aleutian Islands. There were formerly otters in abtmdallce, 
the skins of which 'were made into vests' oy the iiib"bit:mts; 
but since the stay of the Russians her·e, the nu,mocr of these 
allimals has been greatly diminished, and they are now very 
scarce. ·Sea-bears make their appearance in sprinp'; and au­
tumn, but for a short time only, as they withdraw to tbe north 
in the sprincr, and to the south in autumn. Sea-lions however, 
frequent the'" detached rocks both SUIll,:.\er and winter, though 
not in great numbers. 

Fish of different kinds are to be fonnd round the island, as 
roach, coo, and anothe'r sort call krpuges, much variegated 
with yellow, green, and red spots. The rivers ill June, J lily, 
and August, .abound with ketas and the !:am p-backed sfd~ 
mOil. Among the shell-fish are three SOl ts. of crabs, the 
first round audlarge, with long feet, very sImIlar to tho'se of 
the spideraud on that account ("aned sea.spider~: the ~econd , I . 
in like manner round but smaller, with shorter legsaud .onger 
pincers; the third sort resembles the small river crahs, <:x-



SARY"TSCHEW'S 'l'"RAVELS. 

cept that the tail is not cqvered -~ith a shell, on whi~h acco~mt 
they like to conceal themselv~s III the shells of snails, winch 
they often dra o" about with thein. 

Judging fro~ the barrenm~ss", rude aspect,. and. deficiency of 
the necessary articles of food, olle would 1Il1agme, that this 
island was not destined for the habitatioll of man; but, ac­
cording to the assurance of the Alelltiu!ls, it was" sufficiently 
peopled before the arrival of the Russlalls, but hun~er and 
other untoward accidents had reduced the populatIOn to 
less than olle half, and at present not more than olle third 
~"\"as remaillino-. Their residences are all fixed on the shore of 
the sea, and ~n the north, east, and west-side of the island, ~hat 
to the south being uninhabited; they reckon fourteen dwellmg­
places in the whole, and three hundred and twenty-three male 
inhabitants. Each dwelling-piace consists of two or three mud 
hovels of various sizes, the largest of which are nine fathoms 
long, and three broad." " 

The floor of such a hut is sunk somewhat ll11der ground, and 
the roof is made of the floating wood which theyjish out of t!le 
sea, covered with moss and grass. The light is admitted through 
some small o"penings in the roof, that serve also for the egressalld 
ingress of the inhabitants, by means of a ladder, which consists of 
different steps cut out of a: plank. About seven foot from the outer 
wall stake~ are driven into the ground, which partly support the 
roof, and partly serve to mark out the partition for each family, 
in w~ich, instead of beds, platted grass-mat!.:! are spread. They 
sit on these mats in the dayctime to work, and sleep on them 
at night, using their cloaths for covering. They empty their dirty 
slops and every filth, into the middle of this common dwelling, 
which becomes by that means excessively wet and muddy; and 
w~re there no openings in the roof, would soon occasion an in~ 
supportable stench and vapor. Each partition has a particular 
wooden reservoir for the urine, which is used both for dyeing 
the grass, and for washing their hands; but after c1eanino- the 
latter in this manner, they rince "them in pure water and dry 
them in the open air, by swinging them backward and forward. 

Th(')y seldom '!lake a_ fire in the jurt, except to cook the 
flesh of the sea-ammals, and some sorts; of fish: but they eat the 
c~d-~sh raw after cutting them into" small pieces, which they 
conslde.r as a. preventive" against the mischief that they might 
otherWIse receIve from· some small worms, supposed to be in 
the flesh of these creatures. 

They obtain fire by striking two flints over the down of 
birds, sprinkled with brimstone, which instantaneously catch the 
falling sparks . 

.In the evening they burn train-oil in stone lamps~ on which 
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occasion, they use dry moss for i1 wick. With this fire they 
not only light the jurt, but warm themselves, by taking' it 
under their coats, and closing the opening, so that the heat 
cannot ~scape. In tbis manner they cunmake themselves ,as 
hot as If they were in a sweating-bath. The stone of which 
these lamps are made is very soft, and may be hollowed out with 
others of greater hardness, not merely for this purpose, but also 
for deep pots, in which they boil thei:r fish. They use them 
however, but seldom, preferring mostly the iron and copper 
kettles, which they procure from the Russians. 

The wooden utensils of these i~law:!ers are water,;,vats, made 
of split planks. The fat of the whales and the seals they pre~ 
serve in bladders; the other dry provisions, in baskets, or sacks 
of braided grass. 

Knives and axes they procure from the Russians; but they 
are not well acquainted with the use of the latter" to which 
they fasten a wooden handle, so that they can chip with them as 
with a hatchet, but neither split nor hew; they rive their large 
trees therefore by means of wooden wedges. 

Nothing is more tedious and fatiguing, than their carpenter's 
and joiner's work, in making their baskets, their arrows, and 
the hulks of their baidars. One whole year and more is 
spent in building snch a small boat, on which account they 
prefer purchasing it at a dear rate. The bare collecting 
together as much wood on the shore as is requisite for a baidar, 
is attended with infinite toil and trouble. The main part is the 
keel, ~l feet in length, which is "'always composed of two or 
three pieces. To this they fasten, by means of split whale­
bone, ribs. of willow and alder-branches, on the upper extre­
mities of which they place a fi"ame with cross-bars, which in 
the middle is a foot and half broad, and binds the whole baidat' 
together. Over the whole they stretch the hide of a sea­
lion, or a large sea~dog, leaving on the top a round but 
smallish opening, in which the rower sits. This baidar is so 
light in all its parts, that altqgether it does not weigh much 
above thirty pounds. The paddles are'very tong, and have shovels 
at both ends. They are held by ·the ro\\ers in such a man~ler, 
that. they can row alternately with one shovel 'on the one SIde, ' 
and another on the other. 

The weapons of the islanders consist merely of darts and 
spears, which, as they use them for different purposes, are ,of 
variolls sizes. The first sort, which are used ,against men Ilnd 
animals, are fOllr foot long, having a bit of lava affixed as, a poiIit, ' 
which is an inch and half long, and. three quarters of ·an inch 
broad. The second sort is smaIl.er than,the,first; and is only lIsed 
against animals; points of bOllt' instead ofiava are lied on them 
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with sinews. The third sort; which is used for killing birds, is 
equal to the flrst in size, and ptovidedwith fonf barbed bo.ne~ 
pO.iLltS. Tb~ fourth sort is nin.e feet long, ~nd also us~d a.gal~lst 
oal1ll1lals, havmg at one extremIty a bony },>omt, to which IS tIed 
a thong made of sinews, that is wound twice round the middle of 
the spear. The other extremity is adorned with a bu~h of eagle's 
feathers. The fifth sort is foUl' feet fom inches long, having a 
'bony point, and in the middlea all inflated bladder, to keep the 
'mortally wounded animal from sinking. The boards with which 
these darts were thrown are about a foot and half long; one end 
is fitted for a handle, and -at the other end a bone is fastened in 
-Jike a nail, on which the dart is placed for being thrown. 

The-darts and boards are dyed with a red stufi~ collected from 
the sides of the rocks,. and dissolved in water 0 secreted from 
-blood, by which it is made proof against rain or salt-water. 

The blood for this purpose they'get from their noses, which 
dley prickle 'with a blade of grass, until they have procured a 
'sufficiency. On any excursion to sea, they fix their darts be­
hind and before them, in thongs fastened to the haidar. 

The darts, which the Aleutian always endeavours to get again, 
he throws with his right-hand, while with his left h~ manages 
'the baidar. 

He is so dexterous in the govel"nment of his bark, that the 
'lightest sloop would certainly not be able to overtake him; for 
we had the experience of the Aleutians corning up with our vessel 
in their baidars, when it was going at the rate of four leagues 
an hour. 

Mears says in his Trav~ls, that the Aleutians could turn 
themselves over in their baidars, and regain their position at 
:pleasure; but this is not the case. Whenever they are so un­
fortunate as to be overturned, their death is inevitablle, if no 
. one be at hand to assist them; on which account they take the 
precaution of going in companies) and put in stones for ballast 
when- they have no other load. When they have occasion to 
stop for any pllrpos~, they hind all their baidars cl()se together; 
and if theywisn to land safely in a violent IltOl'm, they must 
-have assistance from the shQre to draw their baidars to land. 
o . Expert' as these islanders are in the management of their 
baidars, they are incapable of swimming; and, ·ffQm what I ob­
served, are . 1I0t in the. habit of batiliug, wbich may be owing 
to the seventy of the clImate. . 

Respecting the appearance~ dress; and h.bonfs of the Aleu .. 
tians, n?thin~ is to be added to_ what· has already bee11 said on 
that subject! 111 the ii·rst chapter of this volume. It now remains 

:tomentioll tlw diffetent opinions I'elative to their ~lIigill;' and 
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to take .notice of their 8upf!rstitions, rites, a'nd funeral solem­
nities. It IUttst of course be very difIicult to trace the origin of 
a people so remote and savage, which has no other docl\~nents 
than what oral tradition affords, hlended as it is with a thousand 
fable,s, and confused by a thousand cOlltradictiOl~S. In stich 
c,ases, the best means of getting at the truth, is to compare the 
customs, marmers, and language of one people wi~hthose of 
another, and from thence to draw our conc!usic'ns. At the same ' 
time, [have not neglec~ed, any information ,~hich could possibly 
be collected from theIr lIlcongruous relatilll1s, and for that 
reason took particular pains to conver~e with the old men on 
th" I 

IS subject. , , 
From the thin population fOlU1d in these islands, I concluded 

that they could not have been long inhabited, and that the 
inhabitants probably knew something . by tradition of the pla<:e 
whence they came; but I Gould gam no sati5fat;tory, answer 
to my, enquiries; for the two tales related to me by a 
couple of old men, did not at all accord, and afforded me no 
due to ii farther .solution. ct One inform~d. me, that God, after, 
the creation pf these islands, also. created mcn who. were ori.,. 
gillally immortal, and whcn they had reached old a,ge, went on 
a lofty mountain and threw themselves int,? a lake, from whence 
they came out possessed of nenovated youth; but that G.od in the 
mean time fell in love with one of their. virgins, and took her to. 
l?c hi~ wife, whQ once, in a familiar oonv.ersatirm" reproached 
him witli having committed a fault in the creation Df the Aleu­
tian Islands, by giving them s.o many mountains, and no wood. 
Upon this .God wal:\extremely indignant, and killed her brotht\r, 
which was the introduction of m~ntality amQI)g men." 

According to the other fable, the Aleutians al;e said to descend 
from a dog,. that fell frOln the sky on the Island of U mnak, which 
had two puppies, a male and :it female, that had dog's, paws; 
but the progeny of these were pelJect men'. As they multi­
plied, and the islill10 became too small for them, ,djssenaions 
arOSe. and they were compelled to seek. h\lbj~ationselsewhere, 
some going eastward to. Cape 1\laksa, others to the cluster of 
islands in the west, whence they received V:j.J:1011S appella­
tions. The inhabitants of AttCl;, are called Sagignas; those o.f 
the Andrejenow Islands Negochas; tho.se of the Rat, Islands, 

. Kogochas; thoae of the Volcanic rsl~lI~s, Akoga\1aH; .tho'se ,of 
:u ~mak !l\ld U l1ala~chka, Kagulanga~; th9se of U mnak and the 
other circlJ.mjacellt islands, Kigegonas; those of Umnak, San­
na('h, aJ)d ,Vega, Kagantagumas; those t;>f KadJak, Ka.n~gas; 
those of Cook's River, Keuaizas; and those of Pcmce W!llIam's 
Bay, Schugatschas. " Not a single Aleutian can as~ign a reason 
for tb~~e different appellati.ons; notwithstanding which, all these 

K ~, 
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people, except the Kenllizas, Kenagas, and Sc1~ugatschas, h~ve 
the same customs dress and even lan!ruage, wIth a few vana-

", '" ~ . h d tions in some \lords, and in the pronul1ciation, whlc Oes not, 
however, I prevent them from unde.rstanding each ~ther. 

On the island~ where the RussIan merchant-shIps nnchor, as 
on Unalaschka, Umnak, and the Andl'ejenow Islands, th~ people 
are more civilized. Some of them speak good RussIan, and 
many are haptized in the Christian Faith. But in: the other, 
islands, they are as rude and savage as ever. They ackllow­
ledge a God indeed, as the almighty aud universally henefice11t 
Being, but regard all worship, sacrifice, and prayer as super." 
fluous, fro II) the idea that God kpo\\'s better than they, what 
is good for them, and will grant it withont theil· request. 

They consider misfortunes and diseases as the effects of wicked' 
spirits, and on sl)ch occasiO\)~ have recourse to their Shamans, 
who assume no particular garb, nOr l)se any extravagant gestures' 
in their exorcisnis, but calmly sing wi:tllthe other Aleutians, 
sitting in Qne posture, and son~etimes beating on a drullI. Their 
drums are not large, being the same as th9se\lSe~ for every other 
song and dance. The A1«tutians take one, two, or even three 
wives~ a~ they ~re in a capacity of supporting them. They 
h~ve no ntiptiaJ cere_tnonie~. The bride~rooll1 commonlr treats 
wIth the parents for the bnde" and prOlJllSeS \"hut he thlnks he 
can afford, either in cIoaths, baidars, ol'what are termed KaIga, 
,vhich is pri,soners made 'in t~e other islands, or debtitute or., 
phans, wlw are consigned over to a -rich Aleutian., to labour 
for their b~re susten~tnce, and 111ay beftansferred to another 
on the sallje cOllditions, If the parties are agreed, the bride­
grool1l .begjns t?' visit his bric!e, flnd frequently spends whole 
day's with her, In the character of 11 lover. If they have any 
regard for .,ac~ other" the bride~roolll eithel: takes her to !1is 
!lOuse, or repaHs for a constancy ~o her dweillllg. If they lIve 
III h~rmon~, .the ,father 110W on IllS part make~ presents to the 
son-m-law ~lf, however, the husbarid be not satisfied \\'lth his 
wife, he call /lend her away, but has 110 right to' demand his 
own presents back; on the Qther hand if the worilan will not 
live with him, he is at liberty to tak~ from his father-in.law 
all that he had givep for'her. " 

No ~ari is allowed to sell his wife 'without herconsent ; but he 
(an re~lgn her over to .another,either for a term of years, or for 
~ contI~uance, wh:~h ~s not J.ll1freq~lellt. The Russian hunters, 
m{>~rtIcular, make use of this privi!'ege, alld ta,ke Aleutian womeQ, 
pr gl~ls for a time>. for which they give II triflillg compensation. 
But It ,never happens thnt a \\'011lall~?allts her favours to an07 
~her~, wlthout the consent of her husband; for in this barter of 
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theil' persons, they are not influenced by love, but a desire of 
gain. Nor was this cllstom so frequent, before the 'arrival of 
the Russian hunters, and is not practised by any whose thirst 
of gain has not stifled their natural sense of shame; there are, 
however, many who would not carryon so disgraceful a com­
merce, for any emolument whatever. 1 was told, that formerly 
this cllstonl was 110t practised for money, bot from a sort of 
compaHsion, and a cordial attachment to an individual, who"on 
his return after a long absence, was allowed to sleep one night 
with every female, married and unmarried, in the jurt. Hence it 
is, that the man, who can \lever with certainty claim the children 
as his own, that are born by his wives, has not an equally un­
limited power over them with the mother; nay, that the uncle 
on the mother's side has more authority than he. 

The children of one father by different mothers are not regard­
ed as brothers and sisters, and are ,accordingly permitted to inter­
marry; but the case is reverscd, with respect to those by one 
mother and differcnt fathers. The distribution of the property on 
tbe death of the father is regulated by the relatives, who usually 
leave the greatest part for the widows and children, and take 
the rest for themselves. 

I' had no opportulJity of witnessilig a burial; but I learnt 
from the inhabitants, that a custom formerly prevailed at tbe 
decease of a Toja, or any other'man of consequence, of bu­
rying one of his sel'vants, with him. But now this barbarol S 

custom is done away; and the baidars, darts, and other uten­
sils only of the deceased are put in his, grave. The entrails are 
taken out of the corpse; which is stuffed with hay. Persons in 
mean circumstances are put without arlY ceremony into the 
ground, or the cavities of the rocks, but the rich are laid in 
tombs, ~made of wood, expressly, for the purpose. Into 
these earth is first shaken, and then covered with grass mats and 
,skins, upon which the body is laid, and bound with thongs,' in 
the position in which one asually sits in the baidar, with the 
feet approaching towards the breast, and the hands folded 
,round the latter. Another mat is then laid over it, and co­
vered with another layer of earth, upon which broken pieces 
of the baidar are placed. If the wife ha£ an affectIon for the 
deceased, she· cuts the hair. off the crown of her head, as a 
token of her grief, and mourns for him several days; some­
times carrying It so far as to keep the ?ody for weeks' to~ether 
in tqe jurt, for which purpose a frame IS erected of a sUItable 
size, in, th,e sh~pe of. a prism, ,and ~o~ered with skins. 'I~he 
Corpse JS nxed IIlto thIS case, as 111 a. sittIng ~osture, and remams 
there in a detached corner of the Jurt, until the unsupportable 
IlmeU renders it necessary for ~t to be buried. But little chil-
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oren for whom such a frame can be made firmer and closer, 
are kept sometimes a whole ye~r and even longer, ~l1til another 
comes into the world to supply Its place. Such coffins are deco­
rated by the mother.s with enamel beads, thongs, and bird's bilts, 
and hUllg over their b~ds. 

I shail now conclude -my description of these islanders with 
some few remarks on their capacities, propensities" and morals. 
The Aleutians have a good natural understanding, very consi. 
derable talells, and a quick comprehension; some of thenl 
'were very experJ at cards, draughts, or even che~s. in which 
UOlle of our companions could excel them. They are indebted 
for these acquirements to the Russian hunters, who,: without in­
tending any good to the islanders, sought by thi~ means to en~ 
liven the leisure time, which ~ung heavy 011 theIr hands·. Had 
they however,chosen to turn their tho lights Lo the introductioll 
of agriculture and every rural occupation, they would have ob.; 
t..'lined their own object more effectually, and enjoyed the grati­
fying reflection of having contributed to the civilization of a 
savage people. 

'PlC inhabitants lire very quiet and peaceable among each 
other, at least as far as we can judge from experience, having 
never observed the least disoard among hem, during our whole 
stay. 

On my journey round the island, they every where received 
l.'lle with the greatest friendliness, and entertained me in the 
kindest manner, so that I may with justice place hospitality 
among the principal virtues of this rude peop\w; it being dis­
playcd to all who pass .through their places, withont regard to 
relationship or acquai~ltance; for I myself was witness' to their 
:;haring the half of their own provisions with perfect strangers 
from other islands, and that too without receiviHg allY compen­
sation. At the same time they have the commendable custom 
of J:elievillg everyone from the painful necessity of asking for 
any tliing, by setting before the weary traveller whatever they 
possess, as soon as. he enters their jurt and is seated. In ad­
dition to this, the Aleutians form an exception to savages in 
~eneraL, and particularly those inhabiting the Eastern Islands, 
,that they,are not thie\·es. Nor have I.observed 'any other evil 
propellsities among them, but indolence ano ingratitude. They 
never betray any \'fhemcnt emotions, nor do their countenances 
eH'r indicate either vexa~ion, melancholy, or joy, on any oc~ 
CaSIO!1, however extraordmary. Ou the return of a relative 
from a distance, he is received with as much unconcern as if 
he .had never been absent. He likewise goes himself without 

. s,duting anyone, or speaking a word, into his partition of the 
jurt, seats himself by his relations or wives, and takes off his 
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ttaveUing attire. ,If he asks for any thi~lg to eat, it is set before 
,'him, and if he is cold he has a Jampgiven lhm; after which; 

he begins relating some particulars of his joumey, ami they 011 

their part inform him of what has passed at home during his 
absence; but all this goes forward without the slightest indication 
of curiosity or interest. 

CONCLUSION. 

THE reader will perhaps 110t be unwillingly detained a few 
moments longer at the close of my narrative, to learn the fate 
of my partners in this toilsome expedition. 
T~ chief of the expedition, Captain J o~eph Billing~, retired 

on.a pension as commoul'Jre, in the year 1797, and now resides 
at Moscow. 

Robert Hall, captain, noW rear-admiral and knight, residing 
at Petersburg. 

Christian Behring, captain, a grandson of the famous navi­
gator, from whom Behring's Strait receives its name, died of a 
consumption in August] 803, in the forty-third year of his age~ 
as a pensioned plajor-general of the fleet. 

Anthony Batakow,steersman, supposed to be dead. 
Sergei Batakow, steersman, dead. ' 
Kondrato;,v second steersman, his fate totally unknown. 
Aphanassi Bakow, boatswain, is now boatswain with the r:mk 

of lieutenant, iu the service of the fleet at Cronstadt, allo has 
obtained the Wladimi order of the fourth class. 

M ichaelRohbeck, first-surgeon, is now 11rst-physj('ian of 
the ,hospital erected some time since at Peter~Ltlrg, by her 
majesty the empress. 

Surgeon Allegretti, so honourably mentioned by Mr. Lesseps, 
in his Journey through Siberia, was some years first-surgeon in 
the service of her majesty the empress, and had married a 
grand-child of the famous Euler, but, died in the year 1799, in 
consequenc0 of the bite of a mad dog" in the Illost Hlehwcholy 
conditIOn. 

Lehmann" first lIul'geou's assistant, is now living as first sur-
geon of one of lh~ galiies. . 

Wassilei W oloschenow, second snrgeon's assistant, received a 
post in the government of WOI,<:mesch. 

Martin Sauer, secretary, known by his description of this, 
Voyage, in his native language the English, is 1I0W a broker in 
the Peters burgh exchange. 

Joseph Edwards, mechanic, is an overseer, in the silk and 
cotton manufactory, erected by her m~~esty tile elIJP"es~) at 
J\lexandrousk, not far from Petersburgh. 
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M. W oronin, dnmghtman, f<?llow,s his profellsion, in the 
service of the Admiralty. 

Seljeant Bakulin died as lieutenant at Ochotsk. :, 
DoCtor Merk, a man com,\:Iin~ng an almost puerile timidity 

w.~th extraordinary intelligence, died in the year 17Q1. He un­
derstood the J akutish language very well~ partly fr91~ his having 
married a native of J akutsk, who was descended from Russian 
parents, . His widow is still living. The results of his obser­
vation and researches, together with that of the other voyagers, 
were consigned over to the celebrated Pallas. 

Daniel Haus, steward, died during the expedition. 
John Main obtained a situation some years ago in an Iron­

foundery of Mr. Gascoyne, at Petrosawods~. 
Charles Krebs died as bookbinder to the Admi~a1ty, some 

years ago. 
M. Wassilei Siwzow, the chaplain, remained after the expe­

dition at Jakutsk, whence he had been taken, and. is said to 
be still alive. 
. Captain Timophei Schmalew died during the expedition at 
Ochotsk. . 

Secretary J erlin remained in Siberia, and is still living. 
The provIncial secretary Karpow: died at- Irkutsk. 
Gawrila Pribylow, steersman, the discoverer of the islands 

named, after him'remained in Siberia; and if ~tilI living, must 
very old man. 

With regard to myself, it may. suRke (or the reader to know 
that I am sti!l in the senice of his Imperial Mftjesty, with the 
rank of AdmIral, and member of theJloard of Admiralty. . 

EN D OF SARYTSCHEW'S TRAVELS. 





~\ 



TRAVELS 

THE CRIMEA, 

AND 

AtONG THE; SnORES OF TaB 

BLACK SEA, 

PERFORMED ptrRING THE YEAR 1803, 

BY J. REUILLY, 
AUDITOR OF THE FJlENCH COUNCIL OF STATE, MEMBER OF THll. 

LEGION OF HONOUR, &C. 

TRdNSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 

LONDON: , 
PRINTED FOR RICHARD PHILLIPS, 6, BRl~GE stREET; 

BLACK FRIARS, 

By J. G. Barnard, 57, S1Ulw·hill. 

1807. 





AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

T HE pres~nt work is the result of my observations: 

during my resideIilce in the Crimea, as well as of my 

readil)g, and the information which I acquired from 

many well-informed personfl, amon~st whom" with 

pride, I mention 1\1. Pallas, to whos.e libe.ral com: 

IIlllnications I am indebted for an ample s.eries of 

interestjng facts. 

This venerable and illustrious traveller received 

me wi!h peculiar kindness, and 'his house" soon 

became my home. He bears his age uncommonly 

well; his dress is simple, and his conversation always 

interesting. 'When he was out of his study, this 

learned naturalist appeared one 'of the most agreeable 

men in the world, and nobody could be more capa­

ble of giving an accurate acco~nt of the country 

in which he has resided several years. He had the 

complaisance to read over and correct the observa-

tions which I had made, and even to enrich thenl 

with notes of his own, 

The remarks which several travellers haye made 

upon the Crimea, are either imperfect or obsolete". 

I have therefore availed myself of that information 

a 2 
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whi,cQ. some of them have ~iven, but pa'rticularly 

that of M. Pallq,s, as far a~ it corroborates my own 

remarks; and J have "given an account of the chan". 

ges WlIi~h have tak~n place in the Crim~a," from 

its o~cupationb;y the ltussiq,ns to the present day. 

The kindness of" M.PalI~s has be~n st;.con~ed in 

Fra~ce by the learned cpptinl.u;!.tor of Bufi'on; and 

I with gratitud~ add th~ ~ameli of the c~l~brated 

Messrs: La~6pede, La~gl~s, ap.1i Millil1, WllO have 

enriched my work with two interesting ~ssays Oil 

the coins. ~q4 m~daM W~icl~ ~r~ men.tiqn~4 i~ ~1 " 
travels. ". 
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TRAVELS 
n. THE 

CRIMEA, &e. &c. 

CRAP.i. 

]JY D;EPARTURE FROM: ST. PETERS~URG "FOR 'ODE'SSA, 
~~D fRPl\1 T}j:ENCE .0 l'Hl!; CRJl\1EA. 

I LEFT St. Petersburg in the beginning 6Cfebrmiry, IS03, in 
iCOmpany with M. de Richeliell, who bad jl1st been appointed 
~overnor-general of Odessa. I was induced to luit the capital 
of Russia, after residing in it two months) rnef- 'Y;"(l;irough my 
de~i~e to see the Crimea~ Never did a travelIcl\\ :';C¥ 9ff in higher 
SpIrIts or more favourable. weather; though, .ias ltad several 
fi'iends to part from, I went away with rather a. heury heart. 
I had been treated with great kindness, and~ad received such 
tes~imonies of friendsh.ip, th~t I exper~ei\ced qe.y~'·selltiment 
WhICh renders a separatIOn pamfuL Bemg left tddnyself, with­
out the power of communicating my ideas or sc\l~at~h1l,~l under­
~ooka long journey to a country which was to me' J'hkl1qwn jas 

was !llso the· lal)~age of the people by whom it. iL inhabited. 
The anxiety which ,I exp~rienced, and the silencewnich I Wai 

gbliged to obs~rve, were therefore· rather irksome,. ' .. _ .. 
! soon, however, arriyed at the Liman, which advances fl:om 

the sea jnto the Steppe*: the south winds often render its pas­
sag,e dangerous; but I passed it, riding behind my conductor, 
~nd my c~rriage arrived safe: thanks to the care and strength of 
the Cossacks, 'who preceded my horses; and who drew it through 
the water . 
. About forty verstst farther, I past near a village pal'tly in 

ruins, in which some Moldavianshad just established themselves" 
HPd were dancing to the music of a kind of bag- pipe, to celebrate 
their Hew acquisition. In the environs I saw vast flocks of 
partridges and 'bustal'ds; and if I had not been obliged to pro-

iii Steppe is a vast rough and uncultivated plain, wl~ich produces neither 
trees nor shrubs. On meeting with a boy about thIrteen years old, w~ 
asked him how IOllg it would be before ,we shC?uld come to some trees? His 

. only answer was, what do you mean by trees? , . 
t A verst is aQqut three quarters of all EnglIsh mlle.-EDITOR. 
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ceed immediately to Nicolaief, I should have had the best 
}Jossible sport. 

I had already travelled e~ghty versts from the above village, 
and had only met with one man. The night beginning to fall, 
I was affected by a melancholy tor-pOI', in consequence of my 
reflections on the barren regions which I had passed over. 

About ten at night, I approached to.wards the banks of the 
Bog: this river is here ne,arly three versts in width; and the 
watermen, who were fatigued by their day's work, would not 
ferry me over. I wa~ therefore obliged to sleep in my britschku, 
or Polonese carriage, which is not hung upon springs Till break 
of day. On waking, I was much surprised to find myself already 
placed in the boat, which WaS to convey n;le to the opppsite shore: 
being, however, detained, I could not cOl1ceive what prevented 
us from going off, when I observed a crowd of men and women 
rushing towards the boat, in order to be carried over to the 
market with variolls art~cle~ which they had for sale. In vain· 
1 remonstrated aguiilst their admission, in cOllsequelJce of the 
great number of passellgerswhp were on board, and \\'110, in·. 
cludi11g the sailors, amounted to eighty in number, besides four 
oxen. We were, indeed, a.ll ahmued at the cro-wded state of 
the vessel; but we had a fortunate passage. 

On arriving at Nicola"ief, I delivered my letters of reCOl1Jmen~ 
datioD; and met with the kindest reception from the lVhrquis 
de Traversey, the adnliral and commander in chief 6f all the 
Russian ships ill the Black Sea. 1 was recommended to him 
bv M. Richelieu, and this recommendation was attended with 
e~el'Y efiect which I could wish. 

M. de Beklecbeff, the governor-.general, also (ecei,:,ecl Inc 
.~\'ith great familiarity; and being informed of the intellt ,of mv 
journey, he gave me letters of recommendation to the goven)o~ 
of SympheropoI. . 

In France and England, a person who trav.els post, m~y b~ 
said to run; but in Russia he -flies, particularly when travelling 
in the government of New Rl.lssia. I set off at.hlllf past eight 
in' the morning from Nicolalef, and at a quarter past twelve I 
found myself at the gates of eherson, having travelled sixty 
versis. -

The Russian establishments on the :I3Jack' Sea drew from me 
the reflection, that a . country cannot be ot!Jer~vise than unf~rtu~ 
113te, in which every individual consults ouly his private interest 
Of personal ambition. Enormous sums hav~ been squandered 
on these settlements without effect: Potemkin founded Chersorl; 
but after his death it was neglected. Falleef laid the foundatiolls 
of Nicola'ief, but they were soon afterwards abandoned for 
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Odessa, of which admil'al Ribas was the projector: this neW 
establishment was in its turn neglected, and would have gone 
to ruin, except for the paternal views of tlie emperor Alexander. 

I left Cherson on the 22d of April, at ten at night, and 
lloon arrived on the banks of the Illgulet, or little lngul, which 
is so called in order to distinguish it from a ~maU river of the 
same name, which the Bog receives at Nicola'ief; this river, 
which empties itself into the' Dnieper, some versts ;:tbove Cher· 
son; is not very wide. and is passed in an open boat, made far 
inore carefully than any of those that I before ohserved in this 
country. , . ' 

The scite on the other side of the river is.tolerahly pleasant: 
on the banks of a small bay, which is formed by a winding of 
the Ingulet, is it little well-built village, which is called Repniska; 
all tke shore ·i.s bounded by rocks. 

By break of day 1 had reached Bereslaw, formerly called: 
Kizikerman. Adreadfal cloud of dust is one of the greatest 
inconveniences of this journey: -becallse nothing can secure the 
traveller against it; it penetrates every where, apd renders .the 
eyes uncommonly painftll. I was, however, as'sured, that the 
N ogay Tartars' cover their eyes with a kind of spectades, to 
preyent its operation during their ex~ur~ions. The Dnieper 
is crossed opposite to the village lately mentioned; and at which 
the violence of the wind forced me to pass the day. From the 
Dnieper to the sea of Awf and the lines of the Ukraine, iu the 
Criti!ea, is called N ogays' Tartary; I it is an immense plain, in 
which neither the smallest shrub nor hillo'ck is perceptible. 

I Inet several bodies of travellers with caravans, who \\'Ere 
conveying, either to Poland or the ports of the Black Sea, the 
salt ~-hich the Crimea abundantly produces. The caravans were 
halting, and the conductors were sleeping around a large fire 
with their vehicles behind them, while their oxen were grazing­
in the viciHitv. 

It was fro.iJ. these vast deserts that the, hordes of Tartars issued, 
who overran Russia and Poland. These savage and ferociolJs ' 
people sUbsisted by robbery and murder, and lived under tents, 
which they removed from place to 'place; while they ,kept 
numerous trool)8 of horses, which, dm'iug a great part of the 
Year, Sot'\ght their own provender. ' 

The N ogays were, and are still of opinion, that no stranger 
Can traverse their plains without envying them such possessions; 
so milch are men attached to early habits and prejudices . 
. ' I was not long in reaching the Crimea, which, since it came 

into the possession of Russia, has been distillgui~hed by its 
ancient name of Taurida. 
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CHAP. n, 

. GE.O'GRApHICAL ACCOUNT bP THE CRIMEA, ItS 'NAl'U'" 

RAL HISTORY, GENERAL APPEARANCE, COMPOSITION 

OF ITS MOUNTAINS, MINES, ~c. 

THE Crimea, which was (ormeriy kno\'I'n by the name of the: 
Tauridan Chersonesus, is a peninsula~ bounded to the south: 
and west by the .Black Sea; to the east by the strait of Zabache 
and the sea: of Azof; while to the north it is limited by a large 
Isthmus, about a geographical mile in extent, .by which it is . 
united to the continent, where it commnni«ates with the steppe$ 
of Nogays' Ta~tary. It is probable,. that the Crimea was for­
merly detached from it, and constituted with its higher and 
southern part, a perfect island. This opinion was maintained 
by the ancients, and has been supported by several modern 
~Ulthors, who, as well as Pliny, Herodotus, Strabo, &c. assert, 
that the flowing of the Black Sea into the Mediterranean, is 
in consequence of its separation from the Caspian sea, and the 
gradualdesiccatioll which resulted from it. 

The Crimea is situated between 51 0 9' and .5So 44' east Ion .. 
gitude, and 44° 44" and 45° 65' north latitude. Most of the maps 
liow extant, place it on an average between 51 ° SO' and SfJo 10' 
east longitude, and from 44° 5' to 46° north latitude. 

On looking at a map, it will be seen that three fourths of th~ 
Crimea towards the north, form nothing but a vast plain; 
bounded to the south by a chain of mountains which runs from 
S. E. to N. W. in a direction parallel with the southern shore 
of the Black Sea. This ehain, which is seldom interrupted! 
extends from Balaclava almost as far as Caifa, being a length 
of about IbO versts, by an unequal width. It is composed of 
several links, and closed in the interstices by a second file of 
mountains, which are lower and more northerly. 

On entering tbe Crimea, the eye wanders over a barren and 
level .s~lrface, consisting of an immense plain,. without trees 
rivlllets, or hills, which reaches farther than. the perceptibl; 
horizon, ~nd stretches towards the southern part of the peninsula. 
On approaching towards Sympheropol, the scene suddenly 
changes, '1nd the fatigued eye discovers in the distance a chain 
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of high mountains, interspersed with several Tartar villages and 
woods of high poplars, scattered here and there amidst cultivated 
fields and meadows, .refreshed by the waters of the Salghir:.the 
soil now visibly begin.~ to rise as far as the apparent bases of the 
mountains, which also rise by degrees one above the other· as 
far as the sea, of which they form the southern boundary. 

All the chain of mountains in the Crimea, rises in an evident 
manner towards the south; and forms, almost without interruption 
along the maritime coast, a line of prodigious escarpments: 
their general form consists of elevated cones, or, as they are 
philosophically called, nipples, which are fractured and travel~sed 
by 10llg and narrow valleys. These cones become flat in a gra­
dual manner towards the north; some of them are barren, but 
the greater part are covered with woods: this chain of mOllntains 
contains several springs of water: those which run towards the' 
\1Orth, spread themselves through all the valleys.; while those 
which take a southern direction, .fertilize all the spots situated 
along the south shore of the Black Sea. . . 

The most elevated point of the Crimea, is the summit of a 
monntaiu, the configurarion of which had induced the Tartars 
to ,give it the name of Tchatyrdagh, or the tent mountain, .and 
which was certainly the Trapetzos of the Greeks. Having been 
so imprudent as to ascend the Tchatyrdagh, towards evening, 
notwithstanding the representations of my guides, night overtook 
us, and the darkness was increased by the woods through which 
we were obliged to pass. After a journey of two hours, through 
rugged and very narrow paths, in which we were every. instant 
in danger of breaking our necks, my guide confessed to ,my 
interpreter that they knew not where they were, having totally 
lost their way. Being much pressed by hunger, we endeavoured, 
but in vain, to retrace our steps, and find the path which we had 
missed; ,every now and then our progress was stopped by trees; 
·and . we could not prevent many blows in the face ~hich ~e 
receIved from the .branches. Our horses were wearIed; mme 
had even lain down overcome,as I supposed, by fatigue, wh~n 
M. Guleira, a Genoese, who accompanied me,. came to aSSIst 
me in forcing the animal to get up; but he obstmately. refused 
to stir. Disgusted with his resistance, I endeavoured to find 
out what occasioned it, when I saw ·that he was entangled 
amongst the branches of underwood, which concealed. one <?f 
the perpendicular precipices so common in these mountams: ~IS 
instinct therefore evidently saved my life. Aftet: wandermg 
much longer about the mountain and through the wood, eften 
incurring imminentdange,r, our guides made us ~on8ent to pas$ 
the ilight without proceeding farther, notwithstandmg the extreme. 
cold and hunger wi~h which, we were affiict(!d, One of t~eJD,· 

. REUILJ,:Y.] , II 



10 REUILLY'S TRAVELS. 

who was worthy of being a Friday to a new Robinson Cl1Js6e, suc­
ceeded in kindling a fire from some dry leaves and branche~, 
wbich we increased to a great' extent, and then slept around It 
till break of day. We then met with the path which led us to 
a village on the road to Aluchta, where a breakfast of sour 

. mare's milk and black bread appeared to us delicious. . 
'fo return to a description of the Tchatynlagh: its 

douded point may be seen in clear weather at the distance of 
eighty versts. The mountain, comprising the extent of its 
base, must be nearly ten versts in length from north to south, 
and between five and six from east to west. The Tchatyrdagh 
appears to be divided into three parts or degrees; . though rough, 
the road of the first part is tolerably gooa, and even passable 
for carriages: it is 1i'l)Out two wersts in length, and is ~haded by 
medlar and oak trees; and from this first division:Of the moun­
tain ismes anne cold spring. ,The second division is much 
steeper, but" the road is passable by ~or~es. The elm is the: 
only tree which this part contains. On'r'eacliing the base of the 
uppermost division, horses can no longer be used to ascend to-. 
wards the summit, as this part is composed of rocky terraces, 
disposed above each othedike steps, which it is even difficult 
to climb. The uppermost platform of the mountain seems to ' 
be a small plain of stones .. Tbe'Tock is peded or nitked; and 
there are seen several large spots, which seem as if hollowed. 
out, as well as otbers, which resemble r9lllld pits, wherein the. 
snow remains throughout the year. On taking possession of the 
Crimea, the mountain was measured, when its height was found 
to be· about H?OO feet above the level of the sea; but as the 
crevices in which the snow remains are llot very deep, lam in­
duced tQ think tha't this estimate is inaccurate. In clear wea­
ther one may ~ee from· this eminence the greatest part of the 
peninsula, and the sea, which runs along its whole extent. The 
Tchatyrdagh is considered ~n the vici!!ity as an excellent baro.., 
meter: when covered with clouds it indicates rain; but when it, 
is entirely cl<ear, it announces a succession of fine weather. 

The mountains often change their apparent forms and aspects~ 
and the, embellishments of ·~he scenery vary' at every step, as if 
b~ magIcal power. SometImes· the oaks, beech, elms, pines" 
WIld cherry-trees, walnut-trees, elders, ha\vthorns, and arbute­
trees, which cover the mountains, give them a degree of liveli~ 
ness which delights the traveller, who is wearied by the naked­
ness of the Steppes; at other times, the enormous rocks which 
are beapedabove.eachother, present a pro~pE.ct t~lUt is botP. in­
ter~8tmg and 'lubhme. Here, the gradations «?f the mQuutains,. 
whlCh are cuvered by gardens filled with odoriferous flowers, 
and watered,l:ly numerous springs, every where impart a he\l.1fh,": 
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ful fragrance :-there, are to be seen nothing but hanlen rockg , 
without verdure, and eren without soil; while nature seems to 
have taken delight in diversifying their shapes: 'In several parts 
the springs fall in cascades from the summits of the steep rockS, 
particularly those of the Akar-soll. At length the sensations 
and pleasure of the observer are varied by the appearance of 
mountains abuudantly covered with wood of all kinds, portions 
of well cultivated lands, rocks rising, to a prodigious height, 
which are seen through chasms, and whose sides are covered 'wi.th 
numerous shrubs, the bark of which beii1g of a blood rediand 
the flowers white, form a striking contrast with the grey colour 
of the stone. The prospect is greatly heightened oy the flocks 
and herds that graze on the snmmits of the mountains, the dull 
roaring of the sea, the noise from the falls of the water, the 
roughness of the roads, and the depth of 'the precipices; so that 
the travell~r does not leave these parts withon:t regret, particu-' 
lady as their distance, and the difficulty of the, road, seldom per­
mit of his paying them more than one visit. 

With respect to the structure of the mount.ains; they are 
formed of calcarious rock, which is hard, grey, and arranged in 
strata of different degrees of thickness, together with layers of 
a schistous and argilla<;eous nature. There are also found in 
these horizontal stratfl, which are alternate and repeated a great 
number of times, a quantity of breccia, formed of flints com .. 
pac ted together, as well as several va(ieties of wakke and ser .. 
pentille ; , but the last are the 'scarcest of· any. 

The hard calcarious rock exhibits scarcely any trace of re­
cognisable petrifactions; and those which are found, are mostly 
degraded corallites. Amongst the hard schisti which are' 0fte~ 
inserted between those of clay, is found a blackish kind of slate, 
sometimes mixed with sand', and at others disposed in very 
th,illlaminre. In the most eastern part of these mOllntains the 
sandy schistus is often a sort of free~stone, so very fine, 'that 
the grain of it can scarcely be perceivecl. Tbe hardest pa;rts of 
this stone exhibit in their fractures manychrystalisedfilamellts of 
'transparent quartz, which are sometimeH replaced ~y real rQck­
crystal. There may also be reckoned among thiS .fre~-stone 
many strata of mill-stone, which form whole mountams III the 
environs of Sudagh. 

In several parts of the Crimea, btlt particularly near Inker~ 
mann, the rivulet SabIa, about sixteel'i versts from Akmetshet, 
and in a valley' between Aktiar and Balaclava, are the mi~les of 
Kil ; a name which; the Tartars give to an excell~nt ,kmd ?f 
greyish fuller's-earth, that serves as soap. Th~y dIg wells m 
the form of funnels, to penetrate as far as the argIllaceous strata, 
which, at about two feet in depth, presents an uncommonly 
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fat crust, underneath which is a white cretaceous 'marl. WI~en 
,they have dug as deep as possible' in one of these wells, t1~ey 
abaJ;ldon it, and dig another; while the lumps of earth whIch 
fall from the sides soon fill it up. 

The strata of argillaceous schist us are sometimes as hard as 
that of the same kind in mines, and they are often coloured by 
; a martial ·ochre; theysometimes contain, in lumps or strings, 
,and at others, in 'entire beds,. masses of detached ores, or per­
,fect·kidneys of a red, brown, or grey colour, loaded with clay, 
;.sometimes hollow and in .laminre, at others heavy and compact. 
These are chiefly found in the mountains to the east that are 
:situated near th,e villages of Koos and SUdagh; and in those to 
:the w'est, between Laspi and FOl'OS, near a part which the Tar­
,tars call Alasma .. There has not hitherto been discoveret I in 
the Crimea the least trace of any other metal. 

The highest and oldest mountains of the Crimea form the 
southern boundary of this peninsula, and extend from Caffa to 
Balaclava. After having passed the cape behind' which Caffa 

.,]s : situated;" you ascend. the eastern side of the. mountain of 
Xaradagh, in which there was formerly a Tartar village, with a 
metshet and a handsome fountain. The road runs round the base , 
of this great mountain, the crest of which is very high, and ' 
.surmounted by rocks of a conical form. Soon after you arrive 
at the valley of Otus, in which are two little villages at a short 
-distance from each other: this valley is watered by a rivulet, 
and its soil is favo"tlrable for the culture of the vine arid other 
fruit.trees; the surrounding heights are covered with wood. 
The road which leads to Koos passes over some steep hills, and 
soon becomes impracticable for carriages; while there may oc­
casionally be observed on it some, beds of iron Ore. The valley 
beyond Roos contaius several orchards, and the population of 
this village is still very considerable. Before. the emigration of 
the Greeks there were many persons in it who occupied themselves 
with the culture of the vine : the mountains in the vicinity fur­
nish an abundance of blocks of free-stone, which the inhabitants 
use for building their houses and the walls of their vineyards. 
The valley of .K-oos is v~ry hot, being secured from the cold 
winds by the hIgh moun tams, which all run in a south-east di­
rection, and nearly in parallel chains. This valley contains a 
number of gardens alJd vineyards; it extends to a length of up­
wards of three versts as far as the sea, and near the village it 
divides into two other 'spacious plains. 

To the left you leave the great mountainous rido-e called 
Buyuksirt, which advances into'the sea, and soon afterwards 
arrive at the village of Tokluk, situated four versts from the 
eea, and surrounded by vineyards, which produce a tolerably good 
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'wine. Between this village and the shore there is se~n on ~ l1il­
lock a remarkable rock, composed of enormous masses of frac­
hued calcariolls stone. The Tartars have given ,it the name 
Paralem-kaja, or the broken rock. 

The road which leads to Sudagh extends to a considerable 
uistance along the shor,e, on ar;count of the numerolls ravinell 
which,descend from the 'Tokluk-sirt After passing between the 
Altch-kaia and the Atshik-8irt you perceive the valley of Sudagh. 
which is upward~ of three versts in length, by twoin width, and is 
famed for the excellent wine which it produces. Itextends from 
the sea-shore amongst the mountains in a direction almost from 
south to north, and is prolonged in a narrower manner to the 
110rth and the west. I t is covered with vineyards and orchards; 
its lower part, which forms an oval plain perceptibly inclining to 
the south, is exposed to the rays of the sun, which gives a re­
markably rich flavOlV to the grapes, that is not pos~essed by those 
in the higher valleys. It is watered by several rivulets, the 
streams of which being conveyed by means of canals, produce 
fertility in every part. The mountains in the vicinity are not the 
highest in the Crimea, but they are generally fractured and ex­
tremelysteep. 

The ancient Genoese fortress of Soldaya is situated on a very 
'steep rock, whicb, towards the sea, is almo:;t perpendicular. 
It is surrounded by a High and thick wall furnished with towers, 
some of which are round, and others square. The wall on' the 
sea-side is interrnptec;l by tbe rocks which project in a perpen­
dicular manner; it contains arched wells, which are large and 
deep. A few years ago there might be seen the ruins of several 
buildings in a gothic style; but on the eastern side of the town 
there remain none except the large, and handsome cathedral 
church, and the towers and walls of the place. 

On following the course of the rivulet Karagatch, and climb­
ing the heights, you come, about ten versts from Sudagh, to the 
hamlet of KutIak, which is situated in a spacious valley planted 
with vines and surrounded by hills of a moderate height. Near 
Kutlak is a very high quarry, which the inhabitants work with gr~at 
perseverance, and roll down iuto the valley the .blo?ks ,,\rlllC~l 
they detach, from the upper parts; almost all the mIlls m the Cn­
mea are supplied with these stones. 

After cr9ssing several valleys, you perceive, ~t a?qllt a verst a?d 
a half from the sea,that of Kapsokor, which IS ~ove.red with 
orchards and vineyards; it lies between the m~untams It~ a very 
advantageous position. The 1.'artars. WI.1O reshle on thIS 8P<?t 
are in easy circumstances; theIr plam IS surr~unded by emI­
nences, and .contains many extensive fields, 'yillch produce cu­
cumbers and hemp. The bills are covered wIth woods. 



1;tEUILLy'g TRAVEI.!f. 

About half way from Uskut there may be observed, 0t'1~ 
promontory, aIi anciCilt Greek tower, in tulerable good preser­
vation, to which the Tartars have given the name of Tchoban­
kale, which signifies the fort of the shepherds. The coast forms 
a good-sized bay in front of the village of Uskut, which stands 
at some distance from the sea in a valley watered by several 
springs, and filled with vines which produce a win/Ol of a very 
bad quality. Uskut is well peopled: from the neighbouring 
heights one may distinctly see to tqe .southward an extent of 
nearly sixty versts of cOaSt.. 

A bout ten versts further .is the village of Tuyak, in a warm 
a~d agreeable valley near the sea, and most of which is SOWI1 
with nothing but hemp; but that. which is cultIvated in the 
environs of Aluchta always has the preference, while its culture 
forms the principal means of subsistence amongst the Tartars. 

A narrow path, which is steep and bordered by precipices, 
conducts the traveller to the village of Kutchuk-ozen; which is 
huilt in a narrow valley near a lfigh mountain that runs towards 
the sea, and is called by the Tartars Kutilla. After passiug 
this village you meet with a. hillock, called Karll-ul-obo, or 
the guard's hillock: it derives its uame from a piquet of Cossacks 
which is stati~ned there. Part of this hillock lat~ly gave way., 

A few hours' journey leads the traveller into the valley of 
Aluchta, which saparates the eastern part of the pigh mountains 
of the Crimea from those of the west, which we lately .passed 
over. .. 

From the foot of the Tchatyrdagh begins a wooded valley, 
intersected by several rivulets that run towards .Aluchta: dlis 
spot is situated on an isolated elevation contiguous to. the sea~ 
and in it may still be perceived the ves.tige of an ancient Greek 
fertification. Aluchta, at that time the episcopal seat, had a 
considerable population. At the end of the valley the Tchatyrdagh 
takes its rise: the view extends to the sea, and the low 
turf-covered houses, built on the declivity of the coast, seem 
like the walls of a garden. The Tartars build their hOllses 
against the steep sides of the mountains; the front wall is 
formed entirely of rough hewn stone; and the roof is flat and 
co.vei1ed with turf, on which the inhabitants can walk; while ill' 
slimmer they even sleep on it. The inside presents nothing but 
a spacious heal~th, with a chimney to conduct the smoke. The· 
whole of their fllrniture consists of a coarse kind of carpeting 
and some cushions. I had a letter for the chief of the village .• 
lle was a respectable Tartar, who .gave me an excellent dinner, 
according to the fashion of the country, furnished us with very 
g.ood hor~es,. and sent his brother to act as oLir guide. After 
mlmg along the sea-shore for some time, we begail to ascend a 
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path which wa5 very narrow and bounded by precipices, the bot­
tom of .which was washed by the sea; in some parts the llOrses 
·had 'Scarcely room enough to walk, insomuch that no animals 
but those which are accustomed to the country can pass it with 
safety. 

The inhabitants of these parts have a few herds of buffaloes; 
indeed the prodigious !ltrength of this animal seems necessary to 
perform so difficult a labour as the ,cultivation of the soil. The 
village of Kutchouk-Iambat has a tolerably convenient harbour, 
in front of which IS the Ayou-dagh, or Bear's i Mountain, 
which is covered with stones, though it here and there contains 
woods. It is situated in the sea, to\~ards which it is par­
ticularly steep, and from which may be seen, on inaccessible 
rocks, a number of strawberry plants and arbutes. 

In a little valley, 'about foul' versts from Kutchuk-Iambat, 
appears the pretty village of Parthenik, which i~ inhabited 
almost entirely by Greeks; it contains a great nnmber of gardens 
and fruit-trees, particularly wahmts, which are uncommonly 
fine; , while the fertility is increased by a number of streams 
that P"lss over the grounds~ 

After we had continued to ascend till we reached the hamlet 
of Kurkulet, we crossed the small bank or ridge that unites the 
AYOl.t-dagh to the mountains, and discovered the fine valley of 
Yursuf. . At the top of an inaccessible rock, fractured in two 
parts, and which extends into the sea, we observed some remains 
of a Genoese fortification.. The passage between the two i'ocks 
was closed by a wall: there still remain some vestiges of bat­
teries alld bastions, together with the foundations of a round 
tower; an out-work of masonry descends towards the sea, and 
a very safe harbour has been made across a. shoal, which com­
municates with the shore by a small and ingeniously con­
structed mole. 

Behind the promontory of Nikita, which stretches towards 
the sea, is a village of the same name; and farther 011, beyond 
a heath occasionally interspersed with wood, are two others, 
called Magaratch and Marssanda. They were formerly inha­
bited by Greeks, who emigrated from Mariopol; and their nu­
merou~ gardens, which are watered by abundant springs, now 
remain uncultivated'. Between the two last-mentioned villages 
here the ruins of a chapel, which are shaded by oldwalnuHl'ees, 
and beneath which arivulet takes its course. Hither the travell~r 
repairs to rest, and finds a wooden bowlplaced on.a projection ~f 
the ,rock, from which he dips water from the sprmg to slake hIS 
thirst; after which he scrupulously places the v~se ~Hl the. spot 
from which he took it. This trivial accommodatIOn IS a stnkmg, 
though simple, proof of the hospitality of the- Tartars. 
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After passinO' tbe villaO'e of Derekoi .. the environs of which 
abound in pla;ts, we de~cended into the valley of Y?1ta. This 
place was formerly occupied by the Greeks; and to Judge ~om 
tbe ruins which still remain~ it must have been of a consIder­
able size;· at present it is only the residence of a few Tar~ars. 
Its bay is safe. It is exposed to the south, and though lIttle 
frequented, a kind of lazaretto is established near it. . This fine 
valley is filled with gardens, and surrounded by heIghts well 
covered with woods. I 

The road soon turns round a mill, and leads from the valley to 
the summits of tll~ mountain~; sometimes it is so steep as to 
force the travellerto descend with rapidity, and compel· him to 'go 
j'a1' out of his 'my in order to avoid the dangerous parts. We 
were obliged, on this account, strictly to follow the young Tar­
tar who acted as our guide: his agility was really astonishing; 
for he leaped like a goat .. without any fear, from: one rock to-
another. , 

About six versts from YaIta, and quite on the sea-shore, is 
situated the village of Aoutka, inhabited by Greeh, ""hose em­
ployment is principally in fishil~g fo~ oysters. Here may be 
seen the cascades of the Akarsu, which fall upon the top of a 
rock sixty fathoms in height; a circumstance which I should de­
light to describe, if I were not diffident of the enthusiasm with 
'which it inspired me. 

The chain of mountains continues towards the right, and con­
tail)s th~ee Tartar villages, called Gaspra, Choris, and Muskor. 
Several olive and fig-trees, which are dispersed amongst them, 
indicate the fertility of the soil; but on approaching Alupka, 
the scene suddenly changes, and the image of chaos appears in 
all its ho,rror. Whole woods rooted up, rocks heaped upon one 
another, trees. suspended over an abyss by. a single root; aU 
give the traveller lin idea of general destruction. ,. In one part 
enormous fragments of stone, proceeding from the fall of a 
mass of rock on the sea-side, cover an extent of two versts 
inland; and it is upon and amongst these ruins that a village is 
established, with gardeus and parcels of cultivated land. The 
Tartars have not even been afraid to build their huts under some 
6£ these, enormous masses, which still seem ready to fall and 
crush them: nature, however, which seems. otherwise to have 
treated the country like a step-mother, has not refused it every 
thing. The valley , which is one of the hottest in the whole southern 
coast, -is ·sheltered from cold winds, and being only exposed 
towai'ds the south, the heat is concentrated in it throughout the 
day. Vine-sprouts may be seen shooting round the rocks;­
while iig~trees, pomegranates, olive and walnut-trees, gro'w be­
twe~n their. fr~ctLi'es ;' but -these trees appeare(\ with a scanty 
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and decayed foliage, in consequence of the severity of the win­
ter of 180'2. A laurel-tree alone seemed to have resisted its at­
tick, whose green and vigorous head shot f01th amidst those vast 
mins. I Was milch astonished to hear the word Daphne pro­
ceed from the mouth of a Tartnf; but I found that the laurel 
being unknown to the Tartars before its transplantation, they 
have adopted the Greek uame. 

The high mountain which surrounds the valley of Alupka is 
the famous Kriometopoll (Kg,!! P.ETW'7rO') so "eli known to the 
ancient Greek navigators. After clearing the cape called Cro­
tis-buron, you perceive the valley of Simcu8, in which are great 
numbers of olive-trees, mixed with abundance of pomegrajlate~ 
and otl1er fruit-trees. The frightful aspect of the rocks, which 
form perpendicular faces 011 the laud !side) and the view of the 
sea, which extends as far as the horizon, render this valley de­
lightful to the traveller who is pleased with contrasts. We con­
tinued to ascend along a road which passed over woody eminen­
ceH, but was not altogether without danger. The cold began to be 
felt, clouds rolled under our feet, and seemed like a white sea 
in motion, which hid from the view the country beneath it. 

After a rather tedious journey we arrived at a promontory, 
behind which is situated the village of Limana: this considerable 
cape terminates near the sea with an elevated, inaccessible, and 
lonely rock. On the summit of the mountain is. a thick wall, 
cOllstrllcted in front of the only practicable part. On the side 
llext to the village the descent is so steep, that, on reaching the bot­
tom with the greatest difficulty, you perceive nothing but a vast 
side, which it seems equally impossible to climb up or descend 
from. As this high mountain is to the east of Limana, the rays 
of the sun fall rather later on it than ekewhere. 

The path, which is m1ly a few inches wide, now becomes 
moredangerolls. We travelled incessantly along ravines or 
dreadful precipices, to the bottom of which the eye could ~ot 
penetrate; while the path was worn away by a heavy fall of raIn, 
whi('h had rendered it equally difficult both for 'pedestrians and 
horsemen. I did not trust myself, wit\l@ut much alarm, to the 
knowledge and instinct of my horse, though I fortunately ar­
rived unhurt at the village of Kikeneis. Here dte roc~y front 
which rises from themountaills becomes lower, after bavmg con­
tinued, withollt interruption, for the space of twenty-two versts. 
From time to time large fragments fall off and roll as far as 
the sea. . 

On ~ppl'o3ching Kutchukoy, J saw a part of the mountain 
which had fallen in the preceding year a~ far as ti1e s~ore, and 
at a short distance from the spot where the great overthrow oc· 
,curred in J 784 ... I presume that this disn1ption sllcceeded. th~ 
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shock of a.n earthquake which was felt at t~e same period; but 
1 could not obtain any account of the accldent: the event was 
unknown ,even to Pallas. I shall, however; quote his OW11 

words... ' 
! 'f From the fronfof the rock the coast WaS a series of ravines, 
throuo'h one of 'which ran a rivulet. The 10th February, the 
surfa;e of the soil beO"an to craclt and separate! and the same 
day the rivulet,. which turned two Tartar mills, was lost in the 
crevices. Two days after the superficies of the soil had conti­
nued to break, and the apprehension of danger hl).d caus~d the 
Tartars to leave their habitations with their cattle. and effects j 

the, whole. of the space. between the ravines ahovementioned, 
ii'om the elevated front of the rock, as far as the sea, fell in at 
midn.ight, with a, frightfnl noise, to the extent of nearly two 
versts in length, a1id from S50 to 500 fathoms in width. This 
eruption, ,,,hich continued till the 28th of February, made a 
ditch ten fathoms in depth, in which remained one large and two 
small parallel banks' bf the solid rock: in proportion as one part 
(ilf the steep side became detached from the rock, the whole 
mass pressed in the same proportion on its base,. and the shore 
l,ldvanced from that time into the sea, in a circumference of 
from sixty to eighty toises. In the night of the 28th, two 
s)ight. shocks of an earthquake; were felt, after which the water 
9f the. rivulet, which had disappeared, began to flow again at 
the sup~rficies, but ran in a different direction; after forming 
several lakes and marshy placeB along the new shore" besides the 
two mills lately mentioned, this faU buried in its ruins eight 
hOllses, and destroyed whole fields and gardens." 
. The inhabitants of Kutchukoy have already forgotten these 

disasters, and do not even think of those which now seem t.o 
threaten them • 
. We crossed thc''jIlage Pechat~a to arrive at t~~t of Fo~os, 

s!tllated at the foot of the mountam, on the other SIde of whIch 
i~ the .valley of Ba'idari. A dangerous and winding path leads 
to thisstee,p and \\~oody side. After climbing, with difficulty, 
f~r a, long time, we discovered) on looking hehind u£, . the seal 
.above which we found· ourselves at an extraordinary height, 
The horsesf accustomed to these paths, pass from one rock to 
another with such sagacity as to :'!Ispire confidence. Indeed,it 
,~ould neither be easy nor prudent to turn them from their ordi­
nary route... After taking us .much time to descend a.s we had 

--employed in travelling upwards, we perceived the so-much ex .. 
. toIle? valley of:Sa'idari : this charming spot, which .is surrounded 
by lligh lllolintams, abundantly covered with wood, is from fif-
eento sixteen versts in length, by eight or ten.in breadth. 

SeveraLlarge meadows) through which nms a pretty rivulet" 



"OLCANOS AN 1) EARTHQUAKES. 

are occasionally interrupted by small elevation~, covered with 
'Villages, an.d fine w~ods and gardens. Great numbers of flocks 
are reared in the valley,and give animation to a deligI#ul scene, 
which seems the resirlence of peace and happiness. ' 

\<Ve next ascended a very high rock, which separates Ba'idari 
from the small valley. of Varnutka: the road which leads to 

Balaclavawas made for the Empress Cathari\le U. at the time 
of hell journey to the Crimea. The soil being a contimied 
~ock, it required infinite difficulty to make it passable. After a 
Journey of some hoUl's, we reached Balaclava, at which: termi.., 
nates the ~hain of the high n~ountains of the soutiwrn coasts, 

CHAP. III. 

VO LeA ~os. --- EARTHQ U A K ES.-- DI S RUPTIONS,-- EJE C­

TIONSOF MUD.-QUALlT~ES Of THE SO~L.-lUVERS.­

SALINE LAKES, &c. 

'M. H~blit<l' in his description' of Taurida, and several au¥ 
thors who have since written, have asserted, that the. soil of the 
Crimea proves. it to contain exhausted volcanos, which might 
pave subverted the whole peliinsula. The mountains afford 'no 
indications of craters, nor'. do they contain any visible trace' of 
extinct volcanos, S,ome thick b~,ds, of lava, which are found 
at Balaclava, and {lear Yursuf, c\oubtless have proceeded· frotJ;l 
the ballast of the Genoese vessels. The sea-shore neal' the moun­
tain of Karadagh, is' covered with pebbles of green jasper, 
ilometimes veined with red, and chalcedony: this, indeed,' is the 
only stone in all the Crimea ,vhi9h can be 1)dduced ill support 
filf thy opjniol1 of M. Habl~tz. . 

EaJ'thquake~ seldQm.hap,pen inthf\ Crh.nea; nevertlJe ... 
less, the almost perpendicular inclination of a bed of stone, 
which fOl'ms part of the A,ltchakaya, can on~y be attributeq 
to a central, overthrow. M. fallas fo~~d in this bed a, 
lump of blackish petrified .wood l it was fl,at ;tud fra(tured, ancl 
the apertqres were fillc,d with spath. . T.he differen~ layers of 
this stratuUl consist Qf free-stone blocks, in-egularly placed one 
above the other. Thejut\ctures, and even the level parts, are 
filled and covered with a matter, the pririoiple of, which appear~ 
to be mud ~ll,d s9h~st~n~s sand. SQwetimel'i belemnites are founcl 
in this mass, \lro,ken, and with thejr f.\'ag~ents again partly 
united; large flat impressions of ammonites, of the. size of 
one's hand; and St. James's shells, similar to those ~b.!\t \IX~ 
foimd on the shores of the Black Sel,l. It c;anno~ 1;11( '.d<;>'l,l;!te~ 
i"~~the~lt ~~o\1es bl,we come from a horizon~!I,I l,J.ed" Which 'X"'~ 

. ~ ~ 



20 ltEUILLY'S TRAVEL$. 

for'meJ'Iy beneath the sea, and that the petrified wood alluded 
lias been flattened in this position. 

As to the great disruptions of rocks, they have been caused 
by the springs, which have undermined the 80ft stra!a ~n which 
they were supported, or by the ice and streams of rall1-wa~er, 
which, by gradually effecting a passage through, and enlargmg 
their chasms, have at length detached vast masses. 
. Towards the north, about a verst from Yenikale, some pools 
of, saline water are found on the tops of hillocks; it seems to 
boil on issuing from the earth, and its surface is covered with a 
qUllntity of petroleum . 
. Between Kertch and YenikaUi, there may often be seen 

openings formed, without doubt, by ancient eruptions of mud; 
and near these are several exsiccated gulphs, as well as others, 
which sometimes in summer throw out soft mud and bubbles; 
but this phenomenon occurs most frequently in the isle of Taman. 
Near these gulphs the ground is elastic, and full of chasmI' and 
crevices: those which are still in action expand ,a certain degree 
9f heat through the atmosphere 'which surrounds them, though 
the matter which they eject seems cold to the touch.' . 

On the 5th of September, 1799, after a subterraneous noise, 
lLccompanied with terrific thunder, there 'was seen to rise frOln 
the bottom. of the "ea of Azof, opposite Temruk, an island, 
about 100 fathoms in circumference: from its centre a quantity 
of mud appeared to issue, and a volcanic en1ptiOll suddenly 
covered it ,with fire and smoke. In the following year this 
island totally disappeared; but it is lIot known whether it was 
dissolved by the sea, or sunk again to the bottom. 

M. Pailas, in his journey through 'the southern provinces. of 
the flussian empire, has given an interesting .detail of this phe .. 
npmenon, to which he adds his opinion relative to these vol­
carios of slime or Inud, and their natural causes*. 

. ~ As M. Reuilly says nothin~ .rar~her.on this. interesting subject, the 
Edltorhas.thought proper to subJOin, III the fQllowlD.g note, th~ accou.nt of 
that wonderful evcBt, as discribed by M. Pallas himself. It will doubtless 
be new to the majority of readers. 

Speaking of the island which rose from the sea, he says, " on the 5th of 
Sep.tember" 1799/ after having heard at sun~rise, in the sea of Azof op· 
poslte to 1emruk, and a, hundred and fifty f;J.thoms from the shore, a 
subterraneous rumblitlg, accompanied ~ith clreaPful thuIlder, tbe surprise 
lInd alarm of t~e sp.ec~ators were- cOliSlderably augmented O~l pbserving, 
a~tel' an e~ploslOn sIIllIlar to a cannon sho~, an isle like a great selllllchriil 
~illock, rtStng from th.e ~ottom of the sea, which at that part was from fiNe t() 
'SIX fathomsiieep. ThiS Isle ascended above the level of the se~. and appearccl 
to be. nearly a hundred fathoms in circumference :, it seemed, to rise, split" 
,!lod eJect murl and stones, till an .cI,uption of fire and smoke bad, covered 
:hf; whole .!;llace., 'l;'h.e ~i'm.C ~eq,uired, I;J~ Nature for C(f(ect~ri~ th~s cb@~Q. 



THEORY. OF MUD VOI.CANOS. 

,The· qu-ality of the soil, w,hich is in general marly, is not 
every where alike. That of the plain consists of a sUlldy 
clay and decomposed ~arth. hs fe~'tility depends upon its 
mixture with this earth and upon Its humidity. Tha! 'of 
the vallies, manured with lime and chalk, is composed of 
clay and pebbles, uuder a thick stratum of mould; and its 
fertility is increased by the streams which descend from the 

was two hours, and .the sea was so impetuous on those da.ys, that no one 
coul'.l trust bimself on the dement in a vessel, fur the purpose of vi,;itiuO' 
the isle, which lLppeared to have an elevation of tlV;) fatbof11s ab(we tlt~ 
wal'es, and was quite black, from the disgor~C:lllent of' mud that had taken 
place. The same day, at se\''(m. o'clock in the eyening, two strongshocks 
of an earthquake were felt at Ekaterinodar, which is two hundred versts 
distance from hence. Subsequent aGCOllnts respecting this i . .,!e, Ci)l!ClU' ill 
<;lcscribing it to be sc\'enty-two f'lthoms ill length, hy forty-eigbt iIi breadth. 
with an elevation of seven feet abol'e the level of the £ea. . 

"My occupations of every kind, together with the fcyeu with which I was 
affiicted at· that time, prevented me from. making a joumey to Taman, to 
ohserve this remarkable phenomenon. The following year I le:ll'l1cd that 
this isle had been either dissolved. by the waves, or had again slluk, 
no traces of it being thell perceptible at the surface." _ 

The following accouut, by Professor Pallas, contains a new and interest­
ing' theory of the volcanos of mud and slime peculiar to the Crimea.­
"In themontb of March17lH, Lieutenant Constantine Lintvaref, inspector 
of the qual'antincr at Taman, wrote that on the 27th of Febl'llal'Y, at hlilf 
past eigh t in the morning, the hillock on the point of land to the north, 
situated only twelve versts f!"Om Taman, in a diagonal direction across .the 
glllpb, but sixty by a circuitous course over lood,. had just exhibited ·tht! 
following extraordmary events. At first a rumbIilig was heard in the ·ail·, 
which was succecded by a violent gust of wind, that lasted only a minute; 
lIExt, a noise was heal'd similar to thunder, which cauIe from the hillock, 
and immediatcly aftcrwards a column of thick and black· smoke ·issued 
fi'om the middle of its summit, In the space of a minute, the're ai'ose .anothel"' 
of violent fire, which at a distance appeared to be fifty feet in height, auil 
thirty iu circumference. This flame lasted· from half. ,past eight· till teB 
minutes before ten, when a messenger who had been sent· to the part at the 
tilIle that the noise, fire, and smoke seemed to decrease, retul"Ued, and 
reported that an aperture had been formed Gn the hillock, the size of which 
could not be : ascertained, because: the sllccessive eruptions, aecom~. 
p!lnied by flames and smClke, emitted a hot mud, w\lioh spread in' every. 
direction, and rendered an approach impracticable. The eruption was. 
neither precegcd 1I0r foJlo~ed by any shock of an ear~hq,uake. " 

" It appears from the different accounts of ocular Witnesses, who observed; 
this pheuomenoubuth at Taman and Yenikale, ,and visiten the mountain, 
aftel> its eruption, that the explosion l;esem~led the rumbling of t~under, 
and the report did not last longer than that of a thunder~c1ap, A nOise and· 
hissing were also heard in the air at Yenikale, both pr~vlOus and ~ub3eqll"'nt 
to the explosion'; At the instant of the report, there I,ssued a whlt6 vapQur •. 
which was followed by aSIDoke as black as soot, alld thiS was pene.trat~d hy a, 
column of fire with flamcsof a bri<rht-red and pale~yellow .coloUl' III the 
fOJ'II1 ",f an expalided sheaf, nnd which, . not~ith~tal1d,ing av~ry streng willd; 
which blew at the' time, rose to a perpendlcnlar, hetght t""lc,e as great as, 
that 'of a m()untain. This c.olumn of/fire disappeared III twenty-five 
:w,i\l!l~es> bu.t tile bh\C~ smo~.e la.s~ed four or fi.vc hours, and sl?read. fOl;~ 
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nei.,.h bourinO" heights. On the, mou~tains, this soil 15 strongly 
mi;cd w'ith "'sand and pebbles; but wheat and vines 8\lc.ceed 
well upon it.. The places that lie near the banks of the rIvers, 
are, ill gener~l, the bes.t both for agriculture and pasturage; but 
the most famous are those of the Alma. This little rive)' runS" 
thrQugh an agreeabl(;) country; indeed' the vallies which are wa';' 

thick and heavy clouds' over both sides. By the following day, it, had, 
, h()wever, entirely disappeared. " 

(( When th!J first explosion took place, the mountain propelled with v~olencc 
intn the air several pOl·tions of mun, and vomited qllimtities of a similar 
substance, in every directioll around it, to the distance of 'at least a verst. 
By displacillg a portion of vegetable earth, to ~he, !;xtent of a fathom" 
which was at that time frozen, the great ma,s of mud made its way from 
the gulph; first it rail with rapidity, but afterwards slower, covering all 
Va.rts of the mountain, witbout having a,ny sensible degree of heat,. according 
to. the report, of many respectable persons, who. arrived on ho~seback to tim 
place a few hours after the eruption; yet the mud then cOll~l\}ucd to emit 
~ strong smekt: throu~li a very cold air. But some Cossacks, who had heen 
sent there, made a 1;0ntrarY report, and insisted that the mud w,as hot at the 
time. of its efflnx. A continual hissing and boiling were heard in the monn~ 
tain til,l night; and till the third day, the mud was sometimes thrown ou~ 
to the heightQf. ten Ql' twelve feet. At a subsequent period the mountain 
made a cracking lIoise, and again hegan to throw out ml\d in the air, but 
withont exhibiting an appearance of fire, even Quring ~he nigiJ,t, I~l the 
mOllth of March, a snrveyor was sent to Taman, to make a pl~n of the 
Kuku'oho, and he found the first apert\ll:e that had been formed at tbe summit 
Qf the hillock, to be ten' or twelve fathoms ,wid~, while the principal gulph 
was an arshille anrl a half in diameter, At the same time he observed tl), 
lssl\e at intervals, some snw~e and mud, containing aportiou ofpetl'oleum •. 
whioh tends to strengtben the opinion, which was then started, respecting, 
the I\1nd, a~ it was founrl to be very bituminous. The muddy ej~tions, 
\Yore at tbat time of the same extent as I fonud them in. the follo,wing 
s,ummer. For a length of time the deep, soft, and tenacious mud prevented 
~\llY approach to the point of the mountain, but a long-c~ntinued dry season 
having desiccated and even hardelled the whole m~s, it may now be passed 
(lVel', and 6x.aminerr in eyerv dire~tiOll. Its compositiQJ1, when I visited 
dlO hillock, was as follow~ :...,-The summit was snrrounded by a, mass of mud, 
which might be estimated at npwards o.f 100;000 cubic fathoms. This mas~ 
whioh covered the hillock in eyery dil/ection, but in a more extellsivemanner, 
to the south ancl west, had overflowed in several unequal torl'ents, which were 
iu soille plaGes two or three arshines thick, al\d resembled a fine paste 
~i~h a thicl~ border, The heap to the ll()rth~east, is the largest and thi(!kest, 
~t IS very Wide. at top, andc:xteuds, as ~oes the na~rowest stream, to the 
west and soutb.west, even ,mto the plam at the foot of the mountain. 
The former is 400 fathoms long, and the latte, more than sop_ Three 
ethers, i,n a direction almostparallel,to the no,th~west; and a fourth extendinO' 
to tbe-south, are.mwrowcr, and do not descend to so. great a length. ~astly: 
to.waWs the e~st, the .ma,ss forms a prQlonged circle~ becaus,e the declivity 
of the mountam 00 tl~IS Sine .presents. a sort of 6dge, o.r pr~ject~on. On 
all the streams of thl~ mnd, bnt partlculal'ly at it&. margin,. there may be 
~een small lumps? ~blCh have been propelled one upon. the ather hy th~ 
pressure?f the hqUld mud, as ~he 9rnst or the ma~s became dry;' and b)" 
~urroulI<:llll& somesID\l,1l elevat~qni;1 wh,icll \~ qJ.etwith ill, two or ~hr~e~a.~t~, 
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,t'tlredb.y it, are delightful. It is here that tHe numerous pm~" 
turages . are situated ,on which the khans of the Crimea lIsed to 
breed their famous hO~'ses\ The filie verdant plains, shilded by 
,poplars and l!me~trees, and covered with huts inhabited by 'the 
Tartars) together with the numerous floCks which graze on the 
neighbouring hills; and the springs ~Ihich issue from the rocks; 
all give an exact idea of the Arcadia described by the poets. 

"f its passage, it has [ormea little isliqds. f1.t the summit of tht'! mountain 
around the glllf which ejected this enormous mass from the bowels of the 
earth;, it may be observed in thicker heapsj while on one side may be'seeli 
a semil::ircular clod, nearly a fathom in length by two arshines iii thioknes5) 
cI'mposed of an old vegetable argillaceous earth) of a deeper yellow thtu\ 
the fresh 'mud. This clod, which covered the gulph, \"11.5 upset and partly 
buried in the i'nud. It also appears, that on the south~west side, in the 
direation of which the Immmit of the mountain.is more inclinecj, and as it 
were furrowed, as much more liquid mud overflowed, which has left behind 
it a deep trace, similar to that of a rivulet, of the width of about twelve 
paces; it has several intel"l'upticl1s, and fin.ally disappears at the bottom in 
the thiCk stratum of stronger. mud" when the mGlre desiccated matter is ' 
formed il'!to several heaps that lie l1pon each other; 

" I found ber,eath the mud, in the,S!! ehvirous, somc crystals CilF cuboidal 
pyrites, partly attached to the marl, and partly 10058 1n shining Jamin@ 
"without alteration. I likewise observed. this same kilid uf pyrites in the 
clefts of marly stone, a proof that the pyrites themselves had been torll 
from some upper strata, un which tbe fire had not acted. . Even the fluxes 
of the mud, the largest of which was fi'om 60 to 100 fathonr:~ wide, were 

:tll"y only at the 5uperficiesj in consequence of becoll)illg covered with ~ 
trust; but one could not trcltd upon it with safety, fur it had st'parated hi 
many places; and on taking up a lump, we found the underniost part to 
.be soft and flu, like moistened clay. The superficies ,of this mud was 
rough and lumpy, so that it was as painful to walk over it as it is to pro· 
ceed 'on strongly frozen dirt. '. 

"The whole ofthis prodigious mnss, which po~sesses the'greatets unifol'm· 
i~y, resembles a ,pinguid clay, of a blue ,asb~colou~, an,d inte'l'~persed. with 
POllltS of sparklmg mica. On the, apphcatJon of mUlstnre, It aumlt$ of 
Leing kneaded, but when dried, it cracks like the argillaceous mud Oh thOl 
highways, in. unequal parts, often of the width of three fingers, and may 
be cnimLled, as it retains a dc"ree of solidity ouly when in large Jumps, 
On the superficies of the mud {'remarked no piuticles of vitriol; and I saw, 
in a few places only; sOUle parts covered with au effiorescence of salt, 
which made a slight efferl'esc~nce with the ac!ds, ~Il the fragments of 
stone scattered ·throl1ghout tIllS mass, and whIch dId not forlTl the two'· 
thousandth part of the whole, were mostly smallj the largest lIOt exceed· 
ing the size of a closed hand; some were recently broken, an? oth~rs ra­
ther polished: they principally consisted of twellty-one sp~CICS, Without 
foreign bodies, IJrdegradatioll, alHI here and there of a' reddish co!o\lr,' or 
as if /JUrned., .' , 

" These species cQmprised differellt kindli of 5chistl1s, <IS calcareous, argll. 
'taceons, marly, &c. and possessed the qualities pe,culia,' to each.. , 

"When the gulph vomited thi~ f'rWl'l1)Ou~ rna", It was eoveredwlth a dry 
and very hard crust 'of the same 'mud, over \V,hlcb one could pass •.. Jurt[png 
I,f its .ite ii'om its depth, its diameter must ha\'c been twelve feet~ Pal'ls 
measure. By the :;i.,de of it, ill the lTIud, we saw sevq>al traces f.lt small 
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A~llongst tIle rimlets which nm ~othe north thl'?u~fl the val:. 
, lic.$ and illto the plain, several receIve, the nallle ,?f rIvers; some 
of them tun towards the north-east towards the Slvache, and the 
()tilers to the north-west, iflto the Black Sea. Amongst the 
i'unne!', the prillcipul are (he Salghir, the Great aud I;-ittle Cara­
su, which join to it at about twclltyversts from Its month; 
~md also ttle' Bechtel'Ok, Suva, and Burultz, which empty them­
st'h'es into the 'SaIghir; the three Indalcs, or And:.iles, the Su­
hache, and lhe Ea~tl.'m Bulganak, all of \\ hich fall into the Si­
l'ache. Amongst the small rivers which empty tllcmsclves into 
the Black Sea, tIle priucipal are the Alma, the Catcha, the Bcl-
bck, and the Cabarda. ' 

"Vith respect to the Salghir, its sOlirces are very remarkable, 

lava of the width of an Ill'shine, whieh the more fluid matter had probably 
made at a laler periocj. On pJacing the nil' down in the direction of the 
large gulph, we could distillcily hear a Iloise similar to boiliu!,!; and cracking, 
like that of a large covered caul,dron. mid which, when 1 W:15 upon the 
hillock, was still f-€Tceptible, IHltwithstanding the rumbling of an approach­
iller storm. It appears to me >,cry probable, thut a £~ratum of stone-caul, 
tlr"'bituminOtls schistus, burB!> .tt a considerable depth bcncath the isle of 
Tuman, as ,,-ell as uuder a part of thc pelJinsula o£ Kertsh; that tbe sea" 
'el' the 'water of its gulphs, huving found the means ofpen'etrating thccavities 
()('casiOlled in seHoral ports from the eruptions of this concentrated focus, 
there must bal'e resulted a mass of ,'apours, or gas, of several kinds, which' 
lieillgonce introduccd, hm'e passed, [;y their eb,ticity, tlJl'IJu:;h the clefts 
{If the uppei' Ja)'cr~, tbe old gu!phs, and, in .hort, every part at which they 
fmmd the kast reolstnnCl'. and eflcctcd an outlet at the top with a cradill". 
(Jccasionillg at the period of fresh muddy cruption~, tile result of which "J 
llu\'e treated, as well as the combustion of infianlllJablc ga:' whieh was or 
'short duration, li'om its Le111g speedily condensed by the"cxtel'llal air. As 
~oon a~ the}orce of tbe ,'apoms of the fiery stratum ceased to act upon 
that abO\'c Jr, because the vapoms themsell e~ had found an IJutict the 
torn and pNfol'Uterllwds of thi, stratum would llllturally sink, lind by'theil" 
pressure would afford, by means ,.1', the nl'w opEning, at first a rapid. 
and afterwards a .Iower passage, to the mud, originating from the ashes of 
the }JlIrned ,tl ata, and thc sea-watl'r tbat had gained IIIl admission. Hence 
ari,es that ;aliuc pri~1ciple which ,is fUllnd in th'is always swoln Thud; and the' 
ZOl1lC argnm(,~lts WIll account for tLl' ,appearance of the roots of reeds, 
()f rU!,ilcs, \\'lll~'h t~lC sea, on, IIl\rod,ucing itself in the subterniJleous space, 
,had brougbt with It? aud llllXC? Wltl! the lIIud; and, lastly, we may thus 
account tor tho~e frag;m.cuts at ;l'yeral species of stones, the strata of 
which were probably Iymi!: one lIpOIl another and were perforated and 
In'Ohell by the vuponrs. The sill~ularity of ~lCctillg with these i'ents or 
fractures. ~el'l'ral tJ~nes on the hIllocks, where the resistance naturally 
l(lppear~(,I'~I~~'e COllSldl'.l'~bl~ thall.on the plum, may .be attributed" to th~ 
pl'()~)abIllt} tI_~t these h~J.oc"s, havmg perl!~ps ~ce~ entirely fOl;med by more 
mlCI{'nt <'I uptlOns, and m r.onseqllflll'c b~\'l11!!; still llltC'rnally the focilS' of a 
pulpit, tit" ""IPOurS could there more eas~ly find auoutlet. -At least it'appeut§ 
lbHltlils IS tile (:ase beyond a doullt, wHl! reEpect to the gulph of Kuku-
4)UO, and th~t ot, Kull.-tp;pe; a~d, I el'hal?s, even the insensible .sinking, of 
the,strata 01 the Isle ot 1 aman IS Oldy omng to the gulphs and the inle'rior 
eruptlO\IS • cau,cd . b,)'. ~he sea, wluch have thus filled the whore island 
with fracture.;; and dlV1SIOIlS." 
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and I had heard so much about them, that I was desirous to 
see them. For this purpose I proceerled to Sultan Mahmouth, 
the residence of Batyr.:Aga, a rich Myrza, to whom 1 had let­
ters of introduction: his hOlise is surrounded 'by beautiful or­
chards, through which winds a branch of the ·Salghir. The 
notes of thousands of birds, added to the murmuring of the wa­
ters, produced a charming concert. These birds all seemed to 
Duild their nests round the house; mid in the middle of the 
apartment, where Batyr-Aga received us, was a nest of 
s~allows, to which the cock and hen passed and repassed wit\1-
out the least alarm at our presence. On expressing my surprise 
at·s.eing them so tarrie, my host answered, " they know that I 
do not wish to hurt them, and every year they pUllctually return 
to the same nest; I am attached to this spot as well as the 
birds. This garden is the result of my own ll,lbour; I planted 
the trees that you see, and this water has been conveyed' hither· 
under my direction." Batyr-Aga, at the time of my visit, was 
sixty years of age. SeveTal Tartars of the environs came to 
take leave of him while I was present; which they did 1;>y mak­
ing a low bow, kissing the palm of tlu: hand, and then touch­
ing the head with it. 

We had scarcely reached Sultan Mahmouth when it began to 
pour with rain; it was 'the first shower that had fallen in this 
country during the year, and our. host was polite enough to at· 
tribute it to our arrival. After dinner, he gave us excellent 
p.orses and a guide to conduct us to the sources of the Salghir. 

Near the village of Aian, at the bottom of an enormous ra­
vir!e, surrounded by mountains of calcareous stone, we S[jW a 
IIpaciousgrotto, from which thespringsof the Salghirissued: The 
light penetrates into this grotto through fissures in the rocks, 
and exh{bits a gulph, the edges of which form nearly 'a right 
angle, and do not permit one 'to approach in safety to souud it. 
I shuddered when I saw the Tartar; who acted as Ollr guide, 
walk very unconcerned round the brink of this abyss; for if his 
foot ~)ad slipped, he would have perished, \vithout the possibi­
lity of obtaining assistance. 

To reti.lrB to the small rivers which were lately specified: the 
.mountains which give rise to them are too near the sea to ena?Ie 
them to be of a considerable size; and though 'they are In­

creas~d in winter by the falls of min and . the mehing of the 
snow, they are in slimmer scarcely more than little streams run~ , 
ning over a wide bed of stones, while the traveller passes over 
them almost with dry shoes, though a few days before the), were. 
,strong enough to carry him away. 
'Before I speak of tpesaline lakes, I shall say a f~'y words on 

their formation;, and shall refer'the reader for' nddltlOllal parf,-
l~:E;UILLy.J D 



C\l\aJ:$ to. t11~ tr!J.vels of rallas Iatll~Y quoted. - Tb,ey are all se­
p!iI~.ted from the sea-coa~t by a llar ~f lo,w a~~ narro~ 11lnd, 
cmnpo::;ed of broken shdves and g~vel. To J~dge of th~m 
f~om their ~hap!l, the~e Ia~es seem to have 1,>eeJ;l cl'ee~s., 'XhlC!I, 
have beeD iiIclos.ed ,by the masses of gravel, stone, .and ml,\~" 
thrown up by the viole\1ce of. storms. The eyapo~at~~J1 of !he. 
'Vater i.s sl,lfficie.nt to cry~tahze the salt qmta1l;1ed 10 tll:)t whIch 
hal!! been left by the sea. S9Il)'il of these l~kes proh!J.bJy also 
Jeceive s\lli~espJ;ing&.. t.l:Jough these are not incJ~cate~ by any. par~ 
ticular mo.tion or current at the surface of the wa~er. 
- The salt lakes of Perecop are the riches.t and most important; 

b,ut p~rticul,a~ly those. kJ;loWll, by the names o,f Staroe~os6:;o, (the_ 
Old Lake), and ~rasnoe-osel;() (the Red. Lake); the former, 
\"lPc::h is eighteen ve~sts ~r~H~ Perecop, IS ohlong, and ~bol}t, 
fifteen or si"teen versts ill circumference. The latter, whu;lps 
nearly two vers~!i from the other, i~ likewise o.bloJ;lg, a~q its. cir­
cUInJerence D;lay be about twenty-fo,ur versts. The laJws near 
J:;~itcM, ~oslof, Ke~tch, 3.n<l, C~£fa,. are like~ise ap,l,mda,ntly 
(urn,isheq WIth. salt. Neal; Kosiof IS a lake whIch 4as receIved, 
th:e naQIe of Saak, and to which is attributed the virtue of cur .. , 
illg rhtmmatic pains and other ~hronic disease~. Persons afl,lictedj 
~i~l;t, ~h~se co,mp1aints resort to, it i~ summer, and bury the~-
8el,v.es l,Ip to th~. Ilec~ iI;l the mud, by: which ~hey often Qbta~~r 
v,e~y grttat relief. . . 

r-!,h~ s'!-,lt is found from the middle of June till Augu!jt ; du~in~ 
whIch t,i~e. the heat causes the wl1-ter of the lakes. to evaporate" 
~pd atc~lerates, the condensa.tion of the saljoe substance. 'The 
p!lrtic~e& of s~lt tha,t are fQrmel'l are skimmed off, with wooden, 
s~Qvels. The. shallowness of tQ.e, river, aI;Ld the firm natllr.e of, 
th~ soil, are sufficient to admit carts, drawn by oxen, i'1~o th~; 
J~llddle of tP.e lllkes, in which position, they are loaded w,ith, 
the sa1t .. \¥,hel) the Stfasob, is favourable, th/lt i~ to sa)', \!I\hen, 
tq~re. have npt been hea,yy falll' of rain, t4~ salt is, so abundilTJt" 
t~at they only. take a thIrd or. ~ourth part of it,: it serves, for, the, 
supply of a Part of P?lill1d~ White ~us~iil' New Rljssia,. the, 
Ukrame, and several neIghbouring gover,njIUlnts, tQ'\}\4icl~it is con-. 
v~yed by nUfll~rQus <;~p.:j!,g~s., q,}"awn 'hy' oxe!}:. . Th~f(~ is also 
e?'J;0rted a CQlls~d~r,abl~<J..l,IilHtity. to,4n~tolia alld,~onstantinop.l~ 

Fhere are; I)q <;onsIdera~te fores,ts. 111 th~, CrImea,; tlIe ouly, 
ones ~o be, found extend aJo~g the mOlllltams. of. the, southe{n

l 
coast, and, the, parts, wher~ most larg~ trees grow are b~tw~n, 
;Baladava and ~a1ta, a~,ound thr base of t!H~ Tchatyrdagh,. and, 
111 the de~pravJ\1~? \~~pyh ru~ tqwarq,s,Usk!1t; th~escarpmeutsl 
of rock, .In the CIrcle of Yalta,. and ther~.a_~outs, produce, Q~" 
~e sea-slde, a few ,~oods, whIch, may; 1;le rec~oIled a~oIlgst 

,h!gh-s,ro\Vu forests;,;' but the !pore elevat~d_ places are only co\" 
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vered ~'ith copses or collections of shrubs. In the vallies near 
the high mountains, there may be found enormous trunks of 
oak, beech, and elms, which are il1va]uable for ship-building; 

Amongst the forest"trees of the Crirriea may be reckoned the 
pine, the linden~tree, the maple, the alder, two sp~cies of oak, 
the elm, the ash, several varieties of poplar, and various specie~ 
of shrubs. ' 

Grass-hoppers are numerous in the Crimea) besides the large 
kinds, or those of passage, of which the Crimea has always 
shared the plague with a part 'of AfI'ica and Asia. There has 
of late years introduced itself the little grass-hopp'er;' with rose­
coloured wings, which naturalists call Gryllus Italicus. Not..: 
withstanding the rigoul' of the winter of 179g and 1800, and: 
the north winds, which forced by their violenice ~ great quantity 
of these insects into the' Black Sea, they have, nevertheless, in"; 
creased to a dreadful extent. Numerous swarms of thMn have 
deprived of their verdure the trees and plants, particulaf1y the 

, vine, in80much that the parts they attack seem as if consumed 
by fire. They deposiithei't eggs in the ground, and th~ next 
season a new race of these destroyers appears. The number 
of starlings and other birds which are enemies to (his ins6i:t~ 
having diminished in the Crimea, there' is little hope of seeint 
them destroyed for several years, unless Nature herself shoitld 
reduce their numbers. 

The inhabitant of the Ci'imea is firmly convinced~ that th~ 
winters have been 10l'igei' and more severe in this country since 
its conqliest by the Russians. The rig our of thOse which rin": 
mediately followed tl1e acql1isition of that country, doubtles~ 
contributad to give them such an opinion: the alteration of 
the climate, hci\\'ever, may have been caused by the cutting 
dowh of the hedges" woods, and gardens, which wa.~ done by 
the Ru~sian troops, and even by the Tartats theins'elve~l_ ,sO' 
that the cold winds from'the north aml east had: a free p~fi;sage. 

'fhe temperature of the Crimea is. iil general ve~ vtfri~b1e~' 
tbe: winters are sometimes so mild, that th~ f(osl does riot last 
longer than four Of_ five days, and rarely caUses Reaumur's ther­
mometer to faU below 8 degrees. Such was the winter Of 
1795 and 1796, wlien spring-flowers were in full blo"" on t~ 
6th of _Februa:ry. Others, on the contrary, rre lon~ and fl'" 
gorous;- such w'ere tllOse of 1798, 17'99, ] 800', 180~; a~ld J 803, 
whelll in January, aJrd a great pan of February, the·thermo~ 
mater was at Ii and '20 degrees. Snow, however, se~dor:i1 fall~' 
in these re-.,.ions and never, d~jrjng'-' a whole wi riter, so as to 

~ , , ,,, , 

cover the ground to an}' depth. The other ~~~son~ p~rf;l(/U;lt 
larly sUlnmer; afford similar: viriations. 

~ 'l 
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The 'sprino-' O'enerally begins in the month· of March,. and' 
lasts till the ~1(r of May: this is the most agreeable and healthy 
season. Nature appears dressed in her m~st beau~iful colours,> 
and a llew source of plea sure may be saId to nse almost ~t 
every step. Iu the m~>I1th of June, the very hot weather co~­
Dlences and lasts till the end of August; the verdure then dis­
appear:, and the springs, rivulets, an~ fountains, are drie.d up.' 
The tiJel'mometer of. Reitlll'niIr, even III the shade, often nses to 
SO or 31 degrees: the heat, however, is happily modified by: 
(he sea-breezes, which set in at· ten at noon, and blow tilL 
six in,the evening; while a land-wind succeeds in the night .. 
Rai!1 an9 dew are very unusual in this season. .A hard winter· 
i~ . often followed by a mild and rainy summer; fOF the pro­
longed resting of the snow on the mountains, and the convey.; 
ance of ice from the Sea of Azof, keep the air cool, and furnish· 
a constant current of it till the end. of May. The barometer 
varies but little in ordinary sum mel'S, and along continuance of 
serene weather is then expected. 

Fro!11 the beginning of Al1gllst, the' nights become mild,and 
the sun's heat diminishe.s in day-time. The months of October' 
and September are filie, the temperature i8 moderate, and agree­
able weather prevails till the middle of November. At the end 
of this month tpe cold days begin, accompanied with slight 
frosts, and snow falls on the high mountains~ The autumn is, 
the most d~ngetous season in the Crimea, on account of inter~ 
mittent and remittent fevers, the relapses of which occasiOll' 
chronic and often fatal disease~, through the ,"'ant of proper 
diet, as well as from negligence or bad treatment. The first 
cause of these di~e~ses is bile', which is engendered by the hot. 
season, and the inevitable influence of the. first attacks' of cold; 
the natural cOl1sequence of the freshness of the nights and of 
the winds which blow after theend of July. 

The winter is seld9m long and rigorous. In December the, 
temperature is vllriable, and after four or five days of frost, fine 
weather often returns, and continues till J anllary.. The winds 
chan~ coutinually, as does the barometer, and a new:· mQon 
generallybriQgs either fine w,eather or storms. The greatest de­
gree of cold generally ocoms in February; but .a difference of 
climate happens in the Crimea, according to the situation of the 
places; .. There is felt in the plains an excess both oEbeat and 
cold; but rains are Jess frequent therein summer, beCause th\'l 
barrennes8' of fhe step(,es, .and the violent wilids that pass over; 
them, prevent the )1101St all' from accumulating and resolvin~ 
itself into rain. ' 

In the mountainous parts.. a great difference prevails between. 
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the plac!3s. t,?wards the north, and those that lie along the southern 
shore; notw,ithstanding the srpalJ distance by wb"ich they are se­
parated: often a heavy and abundant. shower falls on one side 
of the' chail~ of monntains, while on the other, the hot and 
clear weather remailis unaltered; so that a journey of a' few 
hours conveys a traveller from the scorching heat of July to the 
cold temperature of March. 

The following is the division of the seasons among the 'Tar­
tars. The spring begins on St. George's day, which is the 
23d of April, and a solemn testival amongst those people, and , 
lasts till the q,2d' of June. Their long summer of forty days, 
which follows, ends on the 1st of August. This month does 
110t form a part of any season, till the '26th, on which day th,eir 
autumn begins? and terminates in sixty-one days, or the 26th of 
<)ctobeJ;. By this period all the harvests of corn, grapes, &'c. 
are finished, and the Tartars make bargains for the -sale of their 
produce, and obtain new leases: the thirty-six days which follow, 
are tge fore-runners of ~heir great wi~lter, which begins on the 
1st of December, and lasts sixty-six days, or till the 4th of Fe­
bruill)'. To the remainin~ 'twcnty-fOlJf ofthi8 month they give the 
name of Gudchuk-ai. The other fif~y-three days, from the 1st 
Of March to the'Q3d of April, form their grand festil'al, or 
Kedreles, which ends on Sf. George's day; and this period 
does notma'ke a part of apy seasoo.· It is remarked at this pe­
riod, by the Tartars, that there .are three cold' epochs: they. are 
tolerably accurate in their obRervation, alld distinguish these va­
riations of cold, by the appellations of the wiuter of' the old 
woman, that of the swallows, m~d that of the lapwings. 
, Nature has not refused the Crillfea any pf the advantages that 

lilay be derived from its position; game is rather scarce in 
that country, thOllgh the forests affOl'd a retreat to gt;eat.. mll11-
bel's of goats, hares, and deer. The meadowli, and even the 
mountains, all furnish. excellent pasturage. The nllmerou~ 
orchards abound in deliciou~ fruits; and the vineyard~ produce very 
good wine. Plants are as variolls in the Ci'irnea as the districts 
which compose it are by their sitnution, the qualities of their 
soil, and the nature.of the air. This fertility is not 'Owing en- '. 
tirely to the goodness of tl}e lanel, but also to the happy rempe- , 
rature of the 'climate, which facilitates the growth of several 
trees and sl.uubs, which are peculiar to hot' countries. In' 
the orchards grow' black and other cherry-trees; peaches, 
apricots, al1110nds, mulberry and other walnut-trees, quinces,. 
service-trees, cOl'nil-trees, medlars alld filberts. Abandoned, as 
one tnay say, to the care of Nature, they yet affor~ ab,undance 
~f fruit of a good qnality, so that, by a careful cultIVatIOn) they' 



so 
rniO'ht, in a few yeal's, inCrease their succe~s; and i1 gte-af part 
?f ~he pi'oductions of. distant cOllntries. might .b~ advanta~ii~tisf~ 
incorporated amongst them. In the kltChen-.gal dei:~ the TartanJ 
cuhivate melons, cucumbers, gourds, cabbages, c~rrots, red. and 
white beet-root, beans, peas, garlic, and a Qll1lilhty of o,Dlons. 

Besides the abundance of useful culinary vegetables produced 
in the Crimea, Nature has been equally liberal in granting. it· 
plenty of medicinal and dying substances, as vvell as sahli whICh 
are excellent for tanning. . ... 

Besides which, rye, barley, and oats, as ,veIl as nullet anef 
maize, which is every where cultivated, th~. Crilnea possesses Ii 
l1tllnber of useful objects which are p~cllhar to ~·everalplaces. 
There is found in profusion, (;>n the plams of Caffa and KertctI, 
the Atl'ipex laciniata, which, when hurnt, affor~s excellent so~a. 
111 the environs of Aluchta and Uskut, the vallIes abound wltn 
hemp and flax of the best quality; and Virginia tobacco is cul­
tivated with great success. Madder grows in the low ground§ 
about Itlkerrilan~ aild woad and saffron are collected on the 
mountains arid· in the vaHies of the southern coast. Between 
Yalta and Aluchta you meet with the Agnus eastus, in Russia 
called the wad pear-tree~ in consequence of the acid' taste of tbet 
fruit resembling that of the pear; 'aud in the woods of Yalta 
are numerous shrubs of sumach, or the vinegar-tree. "rile tur­
pentine tree grows in the gardens near SlIdagh, aloIlg the Alma, 
~nd spontaneously' in the southern valIies. The diospiros, 0·[' 

Lotus of Linmeus, appears in the gal'den:s between Baladava. 
and Alu:chta; while the arbutus springs up· fronl the chasms of 
the steep·est racks. Near Derekoi, are the ollly two 'chesnut:' . 
trees in the Crimea: the vaUie~ of Aluchta, as if proud of their 
laurels, divicfe with some others the pOSse,~sion of the olive, wal­
nut, pomegranate, and fig-trees. The. clayey mounfains or 
Sudagh are covered wifh .caper-trees; while in the vaHits, the 
vine, sllstained by propping or resting against trees; affords red 
and white wines of an excellent quality. 

The animal kingdom is not very abundant ill tIie Crimea; 
Amongst tbe taine" or fallow beasts, and marine animals, are 
g'o~ts, deer, woIvt~s, foxes, badgers, civet-cats, and hares; 
,vhlle the Elack Sea, and that of Azof, abound in porpoises 
and sea-c::rlves. , 

The domestic animals are dromedaries, horses,. buffaloes" 
oxen, cows; goats: several ~pecies of sheep, and. a large kind' 
of greyhounds, whIch are much es~eeme'd for the chace. 1 have 
go! one ?f. these an~mals, which w.as presented to me oy Atay..; 
.J.'Viuza: It IS one of the most beautIful I ever saw. 

The· Crimea does not ~6iltain a great· variety' of birds; 
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tlmongst them, hQwevevj ?fe the Alpine, and Egyptian vultures, the 
~shawk of pa~age, the ~ite, magpie, the blackbird, the partridge" 
~h.e wOQdcock, d~e swaUow, the thrush, the quail, the lark, the 
'l~ght~ga.le, the wren, the goldiinch, the tit, and the sparrow,.. 
1"~reare.likewise quantities of bu~tards in all the plains. The 
ger.ollls foup.d near the rivers, as are wild ducks and otLwr water­
{owl on the sea-shore. Several ",.rieties of birds of passage 
also appear in the Crimea at diffe~e~lt periods. . 

The fresh waters of this country contain a small sptlcies of 
barbel, as w,ell as eels and e~cellent .trout. The sea ttl:lt en.vi­
J;0llS the pen~11sula al),Qunr;!s in fisb, of w~ich several spf3cies are 
yet unknown to· the inhabitant.s, fo~' want of proper instruments, 
to ca,~~Q. thelll; SQ> that. the people. have hitherto 110t much em,. 
~lqyed themselves in this brandl of ecol)OlIlY' 
Tb~ principal Jiflh a,re sturgcol;I, mullet, mackare1, sardinias, 

pilch;lrds, and several Qther species not generally known. One. 
eaxticul::u- kind of sea-fish is a sort of burt or bret, which is of 
~ cOijsiderable size, and is caught in the Black Sea and. that of 
Azoi. The testaceous fish ill the rivers are lobsters; in the 
se3 are found crabs, craw-fiph, o),sters, nmscles, cockles,. peri­
winM(!sJ &e;. 

lj'eptiJes are yot nnmrons in the Crimea. A few serpents are 
wuud .qn tbe mOUlltains, of, the species called Colube1'jaculato1' ; 
but. the asp. and viper are very rare. There. are. several species 
of lizards and frogs, as welL as fresh-water turtle. , 

The ~rimea does not contain a great variety of . insects.' The, 
h,eeisalone worthy of mention, as the inhabitants have nume­
rQl!S swarJ:l1s. The hurtful in.sects. are the tarantula, the SCOl"­
nion, and, ,the scolopendl'a. 
. The. air. of the, Crimea is, generally wholesoil1e, being pure~ 

dJ;Y", and light; all the places are sufficiently elevated alJov,e the, 
level of the sea, in cOll/leqU(3HCe of which there are nomurshes 
of, stagQa'lt water;. while the termq ueous vapours are purified, 
a..nd dissipated by the c.ontinual winds. Nevtrthel€ss, some parts; 
of this, country. are, supposed to be· unhealthy. The 91lly spots, 
however, which in reality are so, are the moist vallies tha,t are 
<;overedwith wood, like that of C<ltcha,or Katsha.; tilt' lllmshes of. 
Tacldik, to the east of Caffa; tlw environs 0f the sources of the 
G.rfl~tCllr,.a1'SI}l\, amI particularly the low ground~. nifadnkennan. 
~s to thecantol1 of &ivache, the mephii.ic (~xh(llatiol1~ whic\l rise 
there, arc c.otlsider~fl, at Perecop as an antIdote to llIt(;rnllttent' 
and; reJllittent fevers,. 

The uwuJMimlUs. distr.icts are the· most healthy~ on account 
of th~ir exposure, and the purity of their waters .. ~fhe can~ 
tons of Koslof and Kertch are preferred to all oth~rs. 
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In the plains there is a gene~al sc~r~ity otwater, in conse­
quence of the nature of the soil, whIch bemg flat and even, 
admits of the passage of the clouds and va pours towar?s the sea. 
The nakedness of the land also becomes a reason of Its dryness, 
because the air which covers it being easily rarified, causes the 
douds to rise. Storms are very rare, as the clouds are, in ge-

, neral attracted by tile high mountains; when,.ho"'ever, theydo 
occur, they, are terri~le, though of 8h;01't dUra!IOIJ, and are <llmost 
ah,avs followed by vIOlent falls of haIl and ram. 

I.; the plain, the water, of. wells is often brackish, so!"etimes 
insipid, and contains, accordmg to the nature .of -the .soIl~ more 
or less saline particles. That of the small nvers and rIvulets, 
is aenerally thick, and has a bad taste, which arises from the 
muddy bottoms, together with the too great equality of the land, 
-that prevents it from running freely, and renders it almost stag­
nant. The rivers are deep or shallow, according to the seasons., 
In the hot months of summer they are almost dried tip; but 
in spring arid autumn they have a strong current: their banks are 
in some parts stoney, and in others they consist of clay to a great 
extent. The heavy rains occasion frequetlt overflowing's: at' 
such times the 'v,ater is brackish, but do.es not contain any_ 
hurtful particles, and on the whole i~ pure and agreeable. Th~ 
Salgb-if, however, and a few of the rivulets, always hold' som~ 
tartarolls principles. The cantons of Kqslofand Kertch ar~~ 
famollsfor the.salubriiy of their water. I '" 

The winds from the north and north-east may be considered 
as the most regular, as they pass over smooth plains: \\'here they 
meet with no obstacle to their passage, they blow always with 
impetuosity, and cajTY with them snow and frost in "linter; 
\\'Iuie in summer, by blowiflg in the same direction, they se{Ve 
to refresh and puri(y the air, and may be regarded -as a particular 
benefit of nature. All the other winds change their force and 
direction so often, that they may be called inc()n~iant: some 
of them }H~ve many distinctive qualities, except those froIl\ 

- the north-west, wh:chare often impetuous, particularly irf all-' 
tUlnfl. The sky t\len becomes disturbed, and a sil1gular degree 
of heat is spread through the atmosphere, which increases as 
long as the wind lasts~ Another of its qualities is its extreme 
dryness; in fact, it has all those which are peculiar t-o the dan­
gerous hot winds of Egypt and other parts of Asia; but the 
degree of heat which this wind occasions is not so considerable in 
tTle Crimea, nor are its consequences so fatal: this amelioration 
probably proceeds I from the passage Qf the wind acro~8 thl1 
Plack Sea. , ' _ 



FIRST INHABITANTS OF THE CRIMEA. SS 

Whatis still mdre. worthy of observation is, a variable kind or 
wind, peculiar to. the district of BJlaclava, and o.ther parts of -
the sOuthern coast. Like the sea-breezes, it begins with violence". 
lInd ceases in a sh{)rt time. It most frequently uccurs after ~1m­
set, and nevertli.eless produces a remarb.;.lble heat, with a strong 
smell in the air: it generally blows from the south. M. Pallas 
thinks it is prosh,ced by the sulphureowl vapours of i~flatnmable 
substances which are concealed in the abysses near the sea. 

CHAP. V. 

Po.LITICAL STATE OF THE CRIMEA.-SUMMAR-Y OF ITS 

HISTORY FROM THE TIME o.F ITS CONQUEST BY THE; 
RUSSIANS. 

F OR the space of '2300 years the Don has formeq the r.ecog­
nised boundary between Europe and Asia; and the vast country 
through which it runs,has· in ~very age been the scite of the 
must sanguinary wars. The people of the east having become 

• too numerous and to.o indolent to. increase the productions ne­
cessary' for their subsistence, gradually extended themselves to 
the westward; in search of new establishments. 

On meeting to' the r~~ht with' parts intersected by-forests, 
lakes, and marshes, while to the left was the Black. Sea, they 
advanced in crowds towards the countries watered by the Don. 
One horde was so.on follo.wed by another in the precarious pos-

o ' llessionof those meadows, so often covered withblo.od, and the, 
conquerors were expelled in their, turn by new co.lonists, who 
passed the river in the same direction. Such WaS the an'cient 
state of the plains contiguo.us to the Crimea. _ 

According to. M. Sestreyevicz,:the Tauridans, or aborigines 
o.f the mountainous part of Taurida, were the first inhabitant! 
of the Crimea, and abo.ut 1700 years before OUl'·'re~, an Ama­
zo.nian queen led her warriors beyond the Tarmis, the ancient 
name of the DOli, and instituted in Taurida sacrifices in honuur 
of Mars and Diana. , 

Almost all authors, however, agree, that the Cimineriao9 or 
Cimbrians were the most ancient inhabitants of the Crime~ •. 
They were a part of the wandering Celts, who, resided in Europe 
between the Pontus Buxinus and the' Baltic. The Scythians, 
expelled from the north of Persia by Ninus, king of Assyria~ 
took possession uf all the country which bears theirnarrie; but 
they could not entirely drive the Cimmerians from th{;;~r terri­
~o.ry; for these people, after resigning to them the flat GOlllltry, -
took r~flfgeon the neighboqring mountaills~ and assumed the 
~ame of Taurinians, .0.1' Tauridans. Hence the. Greeks 'used to -
call TaUl'o-Scythians those who. inhabit the tongue of land com-
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prised betw~~n the gulph of Carcillites and ~he mout~ of the Bo­
risthenes : they also caUe4 those who were 111 the CrImea fly the 
same name. . . 
- -The establishments O,f d1e Orreks in the Crimea, were as 

early as the sixthcentur)'pe~ore the Christian rei'lL .Th~ Mile­
stallS built there :eonttcapreum, or Bosphorus, wh\~h IS, now 
Kertsh and Theodosia, il·ow Cafra. The Heracleo:ts of the, 
Euxin:, sailed towards th~e place.s i.n. conjunctiOl~ with the 
Delians of the l1orthen'l -coasts of ASIa Mmor, and bmlt Cherson 
on the ten-i.tory of the Taur·~ial.1s. The commerce of the Greeks 
with that country soo~ . became very fto_urishing. . 

The invasio!l of Darius may becql1si4ered as the penod of the 
foundation of roreignc(lloni~s in the Crll!'ea. The inhflbitants 
of Asia Minor, subjects of his Persian majesty, who composed 
his naval army, had sufficient time to examine th~ coasts of the 
Black Sea, and, fOl'meq the design of establishing them~lves' 011 
s~ch 'poi.nts as ap~red to them most advantageous. . . 

In the year 4St) before the vulgar rera! th€ Archre-Anaktides 
founded at Bospboms, and in 80mB other towns towards the 
mouths of the Kuban, a monarchical state, the throne of H'hich 
passetf40 years aftery>-ards to a new dynasty, in the person of 
Spariacus_· These new monarchs, though of Thracian origit1~ 
according to aU appearance, l~ked the' Greeks, particularly th~ 
A.thenians, ~md gOVCriloo. them with mildness: they drove the 
~cythians from the peninsula of the Kertsh, took posiession of 
Theodosia, and extended their other posSessions on the Kuban~ 

. About ISO years before our ::era, the I Sarmatians, 'or Syro­
medes. originally ~f ~edia, having exterminated the Scythians, 
the Taurilliims gradually esti'!-blisllery theIr dominion over the whole 
of t~e penillsula, and 1l1oiested the kingdom of Bosphorus, as well ~s 
tbe,independe~t IiJta~ of C~ers!ln. I These two opulent towns fell 
, prey to .the 'rapaclty of tlJoSe barbarians, who levied 011 them 
enormous. -routrib.u1iol1s; and when their demands were not 
.(;QIDplied with, they committed the most horrible excesses. 
, . These vexations contim~ed till the beo'inllino- of the century 
wbic;:h pre~ed~d the ~hristian &t"a. II~ the e year 81 m;f~fI~ 
Ch~~~. ~~bthncll\teg. kll1g, of the Euxine, having already subj!!­
gated Bosphorus aild C4erson, conquered the TauritJians, ~all~ 
thm becam~ master of the whole Crimea: I with a view of in­
l!II~ring·tbg,PDssessi?!l of this conquest, he sent into SCythia two 
tribe!:! of Sarmatians, who inhabited the town of i'am:os or 
l'amopolis;· one of thelll .. \l.:as called-Yazique, and the· . other 
ROvaL .. " 

.MJtbridates enjoyro his conquest about eixteen years; when 
bemg ropq~lered by Pompey> besieged in his ca.pital by his own 
~on, a~d hl~ army hyrevoJ~Ulg, rendering it impossi~le for him 
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to accomplish the n~ble designs he had conceived against nome; 
his great ~oul preferred death to humiliation'; " " ," 
_, It was at t11is period alon,e that 1he Romalls ~ppeared fortbe 

first time in -the Crimea. 'The-difficulty of def~l1ding, this COIi.U:; 

try, detennined thein to cede to Pham~ces" the re~l SO~ of 
~ithridaJes, the crown of BOSptl()fui. Pompey only excepted 
from this ~~ssion the town of Phanagori~~ wbich ,he ere~te4 
Jilto a repul'ilic; to recol'npense it for nal..jng -giveI), to ,the o~heJ;' 
towns of ~he Bospho!:IlS the first example of infidelity t~wards 
their legitimate sovereign~ , • ' " ' _" 

In the first century of our rer:a~ the Alams pe~etrateflinto th~ 
Crimea, rendered tributary the kiltgEf of the, ~Qspll()rqli, amJ._ 
ab<;mt tIle year 6'2, succeeded in exteI1llinating, the Tallfiuiims~ 
The do In inion of these new master~ lasted nea,rly 150 years. " " 

Towards the middle, of the secQnd C'ell~nry the S.cjt~ians, 
already' known by the name of Goths, supplunte_d the AI;tinll:.i~ 
,vas during their domination, under the reigns of Di~detian apd 
Constantine7 that Christianity' was intr~l!ced into .th~ Crj!D~~. 
There were several bi~hoprics ex;ected ,from;, time to time, a~ 
Cherson, at BOliphorus, and amongst ihe, GQth~. The lat,teJ:' 
were forced to submit to the Huns 1,n 357; but they retai~~~(j 
their habitations, ainongst the mount?lin!" w,here some Alaiu~ 
als~ remained, and in t)1e pCllinsuia of ~erts(;h,: they tht'!re had 
their particula'r kings, who ,vere Christian,s~ but t9wai"ds ille end 
of the fourth century, the kiilgdoID ot Bosp11OfUS was entirely 
iibolished, , , ' " 
, With respedto the origin of1beJ{u.nS firstmen~oQeil~ it 
sec':is, lost in theearlie.st.periods of antiquity., They once OC,. 

cnpIed, andperh!!ps orIgmally, ,~vast extent .ofpry,:apd. barr~n 
country, to th~. ~orth o( th~ g~eat ,wall rf Chma; ~I~t th~ va~QUr 
of the Huns extended the lImIts of thelr states, and the~r ,chl(~fs; 
who were known by the n~me, of ran}:mx~ wer~ S~~~tlssiveIJ 
the conqlleror~ and s.~~ereigns of a fO'rxrida~le e,?pj5"~', Having 
been overcome and ~lspersed,.two numerous dIYlSl?IIS of,,1;liiese 
daring exiles to6k~tlifferent rputes, one towards the !0xus, and the 
other toward's, the Volga. The Huns had a, l,lro ... "ri , <;OI:npl~xion, 
a fla! nose,small eyes, alldscan;e1y any,bea~d;, Tht;se,charac­
ters' are still peculiar to .the Mongoies and TungusianS; but 
particularly the want of beard. '. " I' _, ' I,' 

. The fall of the Huns having f.jllowed the death of lIttila, !the 
Ongres or H ungarians, en~eied the Crimea in 46~; ,and occupied 
the SOllthern coast of the IJeni"nsula. It wasthe descendants of 
those Hugarians, who, after that period, over-ran tile plains of 
'the Crimea, lInder, th~ mimes of Dltziagres, and Uhzingures; 
but in 679, they ,'iI'ere constrained, like.the. ~est :of ,their ,nation, to 
sU,hmit to the'Chazares, who after\Vanb subdued tl~e Goths 'of the 
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mountains and the Greek tOWllS. Chazare, in the: Sclavonian 
tongue, 'h~s the same mfa~jl1g a.8 me~a1J,aste in Greek,. whic? is 
emiurant. The Greeks ga\'e this epithet .to a Sar~a.t13n tnbeT 

whith had separated from that of the Yazigues" . res~dll1g to -the 
east and ,,,,est of the Palus Maeotis, when IVhthndates trans~ 
planted them into Scythia. It is worthy of remark that the yazi­
gues having emigrated towards the. Danube, and estoohshed 
themselves between that river and that of Theisse, took the name 
of M[;tanastes. 

In 840, the Emperor Theophilus erected a prov.ince under the 
name of Cherson, and reunited in that government all the Greek 
towns o( the Crimea, and the Tsikic, or Kuban; for' those peo. 

PIe who were tributaries of the Chazares, akno.wledged as their 
, J' sovereign the emperor of Byzantium. The" ews were at thIS 

time very' numerous 'in the Crimea. 
. In 882, the Petchenegnes, or Kanglis, expelled the Hunga~ 
rians from the Crimea, and their other possessions, and formed' 
on them a powerful .republic. Towards the middle of the 
eleventh centl~ry, they were driven out in their turn by the 
Polovres or Comanians, who, it is fair to presume, were ori~ 
ginafly HUlls, as well as the Petchenegues; the Comanians th€~ 
establi~bed themselves in the peninsula, aud permitted the Gerioest:' 
to take posses~ion of it. . 
, Abollt the same period, the town of Spgdaia, or Soldaya, now 
called Sudagh, acquired such great importance on account of 
its' commerce, that it g3'ye its name' to all the, territory that the 
Greeks possessed in the Crimea, which was called Sugdaia, or 
Soldania. Till the year l204, it acknowledged the sovereignty: 
of the Greek emperor, but it finished by shaking oft' its alle:­
giance to the empire of Constantinople'; its own .princes were 
afterwards exterminated by the Ottomans, as well as those of 
Theodori, or Inkerman, and Gothia, or :Mangut. 

In VZ37, the Mongholes or Tartars subjugated and destroyed 
the Cou,anians. At 'his time, some Tartar princes, provided 
with some appendages, and taking the title of Ulugh Bey, spread 
themselves over the flat country with their horde,- and continued 
in it till towards the 8S3d year of the Hegira, or 1478 of the 
vulgar .rera, at which period Menguely Guerai Khan founded, 
,vith the protection of the Ottoman Porte, what was properly 
called the kingdom of the Crimea. . The Greeks, and other in. 
habitants o~ the Crimea, paid the Mongholes the saJp.e tribute 
as.,,:as recelved

r 
~Y the Comallians. In the fifst years of the do­

mII1IOn of the lartars, a great number of Tcherkasses, Of Gir:' 
cassians, came and settled in the Crimea. Till 1333 Kertsh 
fem?ined v~ibject ~o a prince of that llstion;and as the M~ngholes. 
camed. on a consIderable trade with the town of Krim all the. 
p,ellir;sula t09k- that name, particularly the easte;'q. par;, which. 
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~til1 ~etains it. 48 long as the Romans were, masters of Con-
8tantmople, . the towns of Krim, Tamana, 110W M acriga, and 
Azof or Tama, also carried 011 a q:msiderable trade, in which the 
Ve.netians were principally en~aged; but when the emperor 
MIchael Paleo logue, by a treaty made with the Genoese, in the 
year 1061, granted them ail exempti9n from the -Hillal custom 
duties, or tolls, throughout Greece" and the liberty of navigating 
the Black Sea, they began to mOl~opolize tb.e commerce of the 
Crimea, to the exclusion of the Greeks' and the Romans. 
They likewise ertioyed uearly all the advantage that arose from 
the sanguinary wars that took place in consequence of this 
monopoly; and they rebuilt, with the permission of the Khan of 
the Mongholes, the town of Caffa, which they made the centre 
?f their trade: this soon became 80 considerable, that it gave 
Its Harne to the peninsula for a time. 'By degrees the Genoese 
effected the conquest of Soldaya, or Sudagh, and Combala, or 
Balaclava. They paid" indeed, a tribute to the Mongholes" 
while th·e latter were powerful; but as soon as their intestine. 
divisions began ~o weaken them, the Genoese shook off the 
yoke, and tht' princes of the flat country were_ for the most part 
elected and disposed of aceording to their will. _ 

At this epoch, the commerce of India with the Crimea, and 
the neighbouring countries, was divided into two branches; one o'f 
which passed by the Amon, ,Or Ox us, the Caspian Sea and As­
trachan, and teqnillated at Tana or AzoE; while the other went 
byvl'ay of Bagdat and Tauritz, to Trebizondal1(~ SevastopoL 
Tana, though in submission to the Mongholes, belonged to the 
Gel1~ese an.d ~he Venetialls, who had consuls at Trebizond and 
Sevastopol. The Genoese, in fact, had extended their com:­
p1erf;e by land as far lOIS China; and had obtained .. from 'king 
Leon the privilege of trading in all the provinces of 'Armenia, 
fr(nn tile Black ,10 the CaspiaQ S'ea. 

,Gen.oa hlOld recovered herself with much difficulty from the 
~vils caused l>.y her war with the republic of Venice; and being 
obliged to let the Venetians enjoy a complete liberty of com­
merce in her coJony, at Tana, she found them soon afterwards 
conclude a treaty witlithe Sudan of Egypt, which did her 
grelOlt injury. The Genoese colony, therefofe, opened another 
branch of commer<;e in Bulgaria; ;tnd ,,,,'hen.Tana or Azof, cea~ed 
~o ,belong exc1us,ivyly. to the Venetians, by passing l!nder ~he do­
mination of the l\::lo,vgholes, the Genoese made It agam th~ 
entrep6t of their merchandize. " 

In 177 5, the Gen.Oese power was annihilated in the .C~im~a. 
The Turks, at the deman,d of the Tartars,. (the acts of mJustIce 
cQm'llitted by the Genoese having excited, t~e Tartars against 
.l\1~ngtiely Guerai7 W~lO rrotected that aVarICIOUS colony), took 



possession Of ClIffa, SoIdaya, ComhaIo, and even ,6{ Tan~ fflJ 

the Don. These liew conquerors put ;11~ end, at the same hme,. 
to the principalities of Gotpia' and Theodosia ~ established gar­
risons!ri the chief towns,particiihirly in those situated on the 
coast, and thus held'in cHeck the Khans of theCrhnea. Never­
theless the latter were l'atherthe 'allies than the subjects of the 
Porte, till 1584, when it succeeded in appointing them itself, or 
llt least, in cOdfirming them. wh€ll they were so rash . as ·.to dis­
pense with its nomination. The Ottomans at f..rst sent to Caffa 
a sandjag,' and anerwards a beglierhey, WflO governed all these 
pos&0ssions in the Crimea on' the Don; and finally, on the 
banks of the Sea of Azof :-they also placed a strong garrisOll in' 
that town, to keep the khans in awe, as by this means t}Ieji 
dosed the entrance of tlw Black Sea to all other Europeanna": 
tions; commerce '\-Vas almost a'rm'ihilated, and the whole expor-: 
tation from the different ports 'of the Crimea, did not consiSt of 
:aPy thing btlt slaves 'and the prodllctions of tlie,connb'y. 

M'ahqniet II. having assured hi\llSeif of the devotion towards 
him of, Mengu€ly Guemi, appointed him'kh~ft of the Crimea, 
iii the 883d year of the Hegira, (1478-9; after inakillg hi'ill sign' 
a treaty, by which he recognised the feudality of the, Crimea to' 
the Ottoman empire. When the sovereignty of -the peninsula 
passed to Meng'tlely Guerai, {nere were not many Taftars 
amongst its inhabitants; but the wars \iVhichhe carried on with 
them on the banks of the Volga, afforded him an opportunity 
to bring with him itlto the, Crimea, several thousand Nogays, 
who were obliged to estab'\ish themselves in that country. Hi" 
successors used the same means to' people the Kuban, and the 
territories situated between the Don and the Niester .. 

The KBails of the Crimea, a's has already b'een shewn, wej'~ 
/ rather the ullies thai} the subjeCts of the Porte; but in: 1584~ 

Mahomeot Guerai having dar¢d to disobey the grand seignior, 
the Sultan Keniad nominated another khan, and sent, the grand 
vizier, ~t the head of an army to punIsh the disobedience of 
1danol1iet, and to calise the new sovereign to be acknowledged. 
Since 111at epoch, the khlins have often been deposed, and some'; 
times recaUed to the throne, according' to the caprice of the 
grand seigniol:, till at length they were entirely subjected to 
Ms contront' But though, the Porte had the privilege of raising 
whomsover it pleased to the throne, it always regarded the re­
conmlendation of the khat}, who might. appoi~lt a successor 
previo~ls to his death. . 

Amongst the khans who ;reigned successiye~y, we ougHt fo 
distinguish Ghari G(!erai, the nintH khan, Islam Guerai, the 
seventeerith,;.al1d Hadgi Sehm Guera'i, the nineteenth. Under 
tl~e reign of this last,' the Venetians in' vain endeavoured to 
recover their commercial influen~e in the Crimea: two ves-
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'Se1ti ~ic~\y lagen, 'tPQllgh fllrnisl):ed with a firmai;l .of 1he 
Grand Seignior, wm;e stopped in the harbour; the ~ivan b!'l­
'illg in. leag\!e with th~ CtlstOl,n-house .officers, to.ok into consi­
deration the motives which tneyaUeged iil their defence~ alto. 
uotwithstanding the !D.oney that was received, i~ prohibi~ed t() 
the Venetians the navigati.on .of the Black Sea. This SelilD­
G~rai having beatefJ, in one ca~npaign, ~he Austrians, Ml!'sco­
vites, and P.olonese, . saved the stiuidal'd .of the Mah.ometan, re- " 
ligl.oO, which was .on the point .of being can·jed .off, qnq re-esta­
blished the affairs Dfthe Ottol11~m, empire, which were faHipg 
into decay, the Janissaries ~anted to raise him tD the throl)e .of 
ConstantinDple; btlt he refused to ~sc~rd it by using ~re~SDl'I :as 
the means;' he t~ere(.or~ cDnrrived tD appease the sedi~tD~ ~f 
the J anissaries; wbil~ tl1e .only recompenoe which he d~ll}jipqed 
()f the ,Gfa~ Se~gnior was, t.o make a pitgrimpge tq M~c~; 
this he obtained, anel b,y it acquired the t\tle .of J-iadgi,or Pil­
'gri[Jl1 which is l:l9n1e py all th~ Mahometalls who make a 
journey to the t.omb of the Prophet. He !Onjoyed, tilJ his dellt'h. 
the grea~st respect ill Turfey; an(l the PDrre, qllt ()f gratituo/ 
fo.- his S()rvices, d~clared that llis de~cen4a,ilr~, alone should be 
'iail'e~ to !he thr0ue .of the Crimea; which ~vlls·~t~!,,,,anis, s~nlpq~ 
lously observelf; , 
'In;i711 p un£ler l)evletGuerai, the twenty-fourth kbaTI, Peter 
the Great, :blockaded by the Turks and the Tartars, reduced, in 
short, .to e~tre~!tfes, al}d p.ot being ~~J6 t.o PfOCl,lreproyisions" 
'(,ffered a c:onsi,df!r'aple SUI.ll to the grand vizie!', ~nd thllil ~ue­
a't;ded in ~aving p~s'ar!liY, by concl¥diug a treaty, in ~.JIseq!leJ!.ue 
'4)f which he engaged t.o restore Azof. 
, The incursi9~~ of the Tarl~rs having de~ennineq tlie empress 
~De, tq ded~re war ag!liqst th~ Chand Seignior, ill 1736. as 
'sQvereign of the Crimea,' the MaT8ha14e Munich, at the head qf 
'a Ilu8$,ttl arm:~:. penetrated iuro' thi~. peninsula, ~pd pllt it lite-: 
rally to fire and sword. The followmg year Marshal de Lascr 

'burnt the town of ~ar~subasa, al).q a great nuq:Il~~f of IT'i!Jrtar 
Y.i-iUages; he entered the Crimea iii the following sprWg, but the 
devastations of the !~8t campaign forced bim to lIl\l~e a retro-
grade illovertlent~' . ; 

In 1757, Alim Guerai, the thirty-fourth kh!lP,hayiug aug 
:IDerited the taxes a,i1d du~ies imposed on the Nogays, t~ey en:­
gendered a dislike to him; and, ~hortly afterwards, he v191ated 
the fundame'utal laws qf those Taltal'S, by appo~nting <;ne of his 
~ns seraskier .of the horde of :audja~, ~o tqe prejudice of tIie 
b~oi~ers of the deceased :at b~t; Qther vexations i~d!l~ed the 

I, Nogal'S to rev.olt. Krim Guerai, 'w,h~&e char;lcter wlll presently 
be d'escrioed; prq~ted by tl)les~ arrang~men~s, ~nd the' manIl~r 
~. ~hj~ ~~ Jlavet;l the. W:ay'~ ~9~ !hrq,~!1 prov~~ ~h~ exlent .of hli 
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'genius, th~'greatness of his ~ourage, and the fertility of. his re;;. 
sources. \ On attaining his end, he shewed the greatest attachment 

o towards Alym, and the \3ther deposed sultans, was good and affable 
towards the poor, and haughty and imposing towards the great; 
he was, nevertheless, just and liberal ~o all. ~e has been ~e­
proached only for too great ~ ?cgree of seventy, and for b~l!lg 
subject to sudden anger;, but It IS a fact, that the good qualItIes 
Qf this prince stirpasst'd al~ his fal\lt~. . .. 

Deprived of his empire IJ1 1764, It was restored to 111.m wlthm 
four years· afterwards by the Porte, who' repented havmg taken 
it from him. War havirig broken out between Turkey and Rus­
sia, Krim Gllerai, at the head of an army of fifty thousand Tar­
fars, arid one hundred and twenty thousand Turks, made an in­
cursion into New Servia, and ravaged the whole country: his 
army, however, comppsed of Asiatics, was almost en~ireJy de­
stl'oyedby,the severity of the climate. Having alTivedat Bender, 
and finding himself afflicted with hypochondriacal complaints, a 
Greek physician admillistred to him a potion, the eff~ct of which 
justified hut too well the suspicions entertained of the hand 
which had prepared it. Krim Guerai died two days after having 
swallowed the draught: he was. fifty-five years of age, and had 
reigned seven of them: never was .there a khan m·orebeloved 
by the Tartars, nor wab there, '~perhaps, anyone who merited 
better t(lCiresteem. -

The l;wo successors of Krim Guerai, were almost as soon 
d'eppsed as 'elected; the V\.<ar continlled its ravages, and' .th", 
Russian 'armies were crowned with laurels. The PrinseDolgo­
rllky being dispossfissed of the Crimea in 1771" the Empress, 
with the consent of the Tartars, placed the young Saheb Guerai 
upon the throne. The new sovereign, in union with the wishes 
of his people" renounced all alliance with the Porte, and the 
king;dom ofCri~ea '.",as declal'ed independent, undeI: .the pro­
tectIOn of RUSSIa, hIS new ally. The year 'following, Saheb 
ceded to the empress the towns of Kertch, J enikale, aild Kil­
·burun'on the Nieper. 

-Mustapha III. who reigned at the time, was anxious to destroy 
, these 1lewalliances, and with that view set up several khans; but 

not be~.g~? a co.ndi~on tosnpport their cl~n:ls~'he attempted a 
reconCliratlOn WIth !':'iaheb, whIch last was dlsgracej:l 3,t the court 
of St. Petersburgh for the iwigue, and his brother Devlet was 
put in his p~ace, who, lil~o,.by new intri.gues, was gained over 
fro~ ,the. SIde of 'RUSSIa. ~t length, ll1 177 4, the treaty of 
Call1ardgI "Vas c0nc1uded, \"hlCh settle(~ theindepelldence of t~e 
Crimea. , By this treaty Russia remained mistress' of Kertch,of 
~eni~ale, and of Kilburtln; and the Porte allowed a free naviga­
tlOD 111 all the .se~sdependent on the Ottoman states.- In the salll~ 
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't~eaty was ,stipulated the independence of the Tartars,and the 
lIberty of their chusing a sovereign for themselves from among 
the descel~dat1ts of Gellgis Khan. 
, In t1~e treaty of Mengl\ely Guerai with Mahomet II. t\1e 
c:ontr?ctmg poWers could only stipulate hy virtue of their re,spec­
bve nghts. The power of depo'sil).g the khan, which was as­
sumed 'by the grand seignior, did not strike at the independence 
of that nation. To declare a country to be free which has nevex 
been otherwise, is the first <ltep towards its subjugation. Hen«e 
tJ~e pretended independence of the Tartars made them imme-
dtately 5ubservient to R~lssia. ' 
'. The. treaty of Kainardgi reserved to the Grand Seignior at all 

tImes the spiritualsllpremacy, and the administration of laws 
devolved to the caliphs, as well as the investiture of the khan, 
which last was, at his accession, to notify his nomination to the 
tW? courts, to order public prayers to be made for the Grand 
5elgnior in all the mosqlles; to receive from the cadilesker of 
Constantinople the Muracelch or patents of the cadies (judges); 
and lastly, to calise money to be coined with the impression of 
the Ottoman Sultan. Sahab was graciously aC'cepted, having 
been confirmed khan by the empress; and the Grand Seiglliol' 
sent him several insigni;t of royalty. ' 

Nevertheless, the numerous p!;lrty of Devlet Guerai knew too 
well how to profit by the 'natm:al inconstancy of dispostion of 
the Tartars; whose discontent at seeing the principal places pf 
the Crimea in the hands of the Russians, occasioned them'tl;> 
revol~ against their new flovereign, who havil~g fled to Constan­
tinople, Devlet· Guerai was re~elected khan oy the Tartars, 
and soon after received the insignia of inye~titure from the Grand, 
Seignior .. Russia did Dot delay her iuterference; she seconded' 
the ambitious views of Chahyn Guer&i, brother of the. last 
khan, with an armed force, who, at tbe head of the N9gais, 
attacked Devlet. 'the two parties came to' a battle; that of 
Chahyn supported by the Russians, gained a complete victory, 
a'1d Devlet was aQollt to solicit assistance from Constantinople, 
when the empress having advanced with a new army, t\uller 
the pretext' of wa~ntaining the treaty of Kainardgi, t~e Porte, 

. which was not in a condition to allow of a ruptl,lre, abandoned 
pevlet, established Ghahyu, and the peace was considered by 
the two powers aB Qot having been broken.. ~ 

Chahyn was desirous to introdu~e among .hl~ troops the 
European discipline, of which he felt the supen~nty; he ~st~b­
lished the revenue of his kincrdom without regardmg the discon­
t~n~ occasioned by the ruler;; expressed a too marked p~e~,~lec-
40 n for the manners of the Russians, and o! the . (jhqst) l111s ;, 
and thence drew upon hill\self the hatreq of h.~ st\bJec~.s. J. el\~. 

fiflU1LLY.J· f 
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lOllS of tIle prefer~nce w~~~h he seem cd to give .to ~trangers. 
parties ,,,,ere formed, ambItIon 59.on gave t?em chlt~f.~, and .th4!l 
di.saffected were to ~e found even 10 the-famIly ofChahynhlm­
self. Russia, whom a revolution had deprived of her'influenc.q 
in the CrinJ.ea, did not fail to take advantage of these troublesl 
and t6 support /f:he prince who was her own creature. The 
Porte, after having in vl;lin urged the act of. independence by 
which the Tartars were made free of the interference of tha 
peighbouring states, at length determined, 011 her side, to snp-
port the par~y opposed to Chahyn G~erai. . 

The RlisSIal1s cut the Tartars to pIeces at one of theIr pos\Jl 
near Batchisarai, took Caffa from them, and defeated at Bala­
dava, Selym Khan, who had been recalled by the Grand Seignior, 
The whole Cri~ea then submitted again to Chahyn, and the 
. :porte was compelled to acknowledge him as khall. 

Chahyn, however, experienced a cruel interference and op­
position from his protectors ; the marshal Suwarof received or.,. 
ders to banish into different parts of the empire all the\ Greek 
and Venetian families whi~h' were to be-found in the· Crimea, 
and a great number of those unfortunate people perished, ffonl -
the rigour of the winter in that climate. , 

In 1779, the cabinet of Versailles made use of its power with 
the Porte to caqse it to sign articles explanatory of the treaty- of 
Kainardgi, the principal of which were: The absolute eonfir~ 
mation of that treaty; The cons~nt on the part of Russia, that 
the khan elected independently by the Tartars, should convey to 
the sultan the proces verbal of his electiop, to the epd of having 
his confirmatioll as to the spiritual supremacy: The_ engagement 
.9n the part of Russia. to withdraw its troops,&c. &c. 

In the month of December 1781, the' Crimea was..J·educed 
to the most .dreadful state of calamity. Since the inSUI'fectioll 
of ,the Christian subjects, the cultivation had bee.n almost totally 
neglected,and the population wllsalready cO'lsiderably dim~Qished. 
Some new revolts having occurred in the Kllban, and among 
the Nogais, all tQe ports in the Black Sea were blockaded by 
tne Russial~s, whose operations were directed by the khan. ,These. 
troubles and conti:nual disorders in the interior, furnished the 
~mpress with it specious pretence to possess herself altogether. of 
the Crimea and of tbe Kllb~n. 'rhe prince Potemkip, charged 
with ~hat important affair, completed it with as m~ch address 
as good fortune, in thebegillniIlg of the year 1783. ChahYll 
Guer~i abdkated the throne, alld ceded the Crimea, the E:uban,. 
and the Isle of Tam,an, to the Empress Cathariqe. By a new 
treaty made at Constantinople, the 10th of June 1783, peace 
"vas concll~ded bet~een Russia and TUI;key, and' the empreslj 
CQqfinlleq 111 t4e l}uietenj6~meI!t of her new pQSsell~iQQs, ' 
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. Thus disappeared the remnant of the' empire of the Mogols, 
the most powerful and extensive which had, perhaps, ever ex-
isted on the flee of the globe. . 

In 1451, the -empire of Quaptchaq, which made a part of 
that of Gengis IOlan, was entirely dissolved, and its wreck 
formed several' mighty k.ingdoms; such as QUaptchaq, properly 
called Kasan, Astracan, and the Crimea. These kingdoms have 
been successively absorbed by the growing power of Russia, 
which, until that epoch, had been tributary to the khan of 
Quaptchaq; sueh are the changes and vicissitudes in empires. 

CHAP. VI.~ 

·OFTHE TE:'HPLES OF OIANA, AND OF ORESTEON tN TAU­

RIDA.-OF THE CHERSONESIAN REPUBLIC, OR THAT OF 

CHERSONE-8U5 IN TIlE CRIMEA.-AND OF THE PRINCI­

PAL TOWNS AND MOUNTAINS IN THAT COUNTRY.-

T HE magnanimous. conduct of Orestes and ~ylades claimed 
the admiration of all who were witnesses of their noble deeds. 
The Taurians were so much pleased that they presently forget 
the insult offered to their goddess; or at least they reinembered 
it only to do honoUl' to the me~n(jry of those illustrious strangers: 
they erected a temple to them under the name of the Temple of 
Oresteon.. It followed that the arts transmitted to postel'ity the 
recital of the events which had 0ccasioned its erection. An in­
scription of the circumstances ,vas engraved on _a column of 
brass, and the principal events depicted on the walls of the 
gallery which surroundea the edifice; which painting, in fresco, 
lasted until the time of Lucian, who died in the 193d year of 
the Christian aora. 

The Taltrians had in themselves the seeds of those sublime 
virtues which they admired in tl'Ieir ,c(mquerors, and after the 

--appearance of these, two ,heroes, those seeds put forth such deep 
roots, th~t the people made a law of the inviolability of friend­
ship. This religious regard for that virtue, was i~lcreased" al'Id 
stvel1gthenedbytinie~ The Scythians adopted the same maXIms, 
they ranked friendship as the highest of the virtues, and prac.,. 
tised all its duties with a zeal unknown to other nations. 
- There were three- temples' dedicated_ to Diana ill TaU1"ida. 
Let us fix our attention to that from whence Oreste~ took the 
statue of the goddess : when we arrive thither, we shan betlm­
questionably in the neighbourhood of the place where. the temple 
of Oresteon was built ': not to leave any thing to chance, we. 
~haU go step by step; with the writers of the first centl!ry .. 
_ We have beneath: our feet the ruins of the wall whIch mclosed 

F '2 
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the IS,thmus; we are distant about four leagues from ancient 
,Chersonc,sus: to arrive thither, in coasting the shore, three forts 
,are found; as according to Strabo, "mter urbem (Chesonesum) 
et promontorium (Parthenium) portus sunt tt'es. The sa~red 
promont0ry of Cape Aja Bm"un is before us, on t~le Parthemum 
PromoQtory, and upon a steep rock is situ~ted the monastery 
of St. GeorO'e. There are some trees on dus spot, and among 
others we observed the black juniper. resembling. the cypress~ 
The monastery consists of a small church, a refectory, and ~ome 
smaller apartments, inhabited by the ~n~mks.. Thes~ anchori"t~s 
are secluded fmm the rest of the world. I passed the evemng 
on a terrace which overlooks the :»lack Sea. The day closed, 
and all was still, except the sound of the waves, which broke 
against the flinty shore; peace and quietness reigned on the sur­
face of the sea; and in the monastery, overcome with lassitude, 
I yielded, to the soft and melancholy impressions which subdued 

. 'my mind: 1 imagined myself encircled by frien9s y~tliving, and 
by those I had lost: some tears fell OIl th~ ballustrade UpOll which 
I leaned. Presently the air became sultry and heavy, the. clouds 
thickened, a rushing wind, the' p!"ecursor of storms, proclaimed 
the approach of it dreadful tempest; lively impressions of terror 
succeeded t6 the softest sensations. The thunder roared, the rain 
fell in torrents. the lightnings darted from the clou~s, the thun­
der-bolts fell, and a volume of fire succeeded the, most hor­
rible obscmity: aU was chaos, every thing disappeared. But pre­
sently the rain ceased, the flashes of lightning were not so frequent; 
and the thunder was only heard from afar; the air: became clear, 
the clouds began to dIssipate, and there remained only on my 
miRd the recollection of the awful scene I had witnessed.' The 
Inollk~~ accustomed as they were.to the frt!quent storms of these 
parts, assured me, that they had seldom beheld one so terrible. 
, On this promontory our guide called our attention to the 
temJ?le C?f a certain virgin goddess, Fanum Dcemonis Firginis,. 
and Its Idol: we compared, we measmed the scite, and we ap­
plied to the geography and descripti~n of the cotempQrary poet 
OVID. Every thing agreed, we were in front of the temple of 
Diana, where that goddess was worshipped under Thoa8; we 
trod; beneath our feet, the Mood of the Greeks sacrificed durina 

. 0 

so many centuries, and the dust of the altar of white marble 
upon which Iphigenia nad nearly offered up her own brother. 
On this spot, doubtless, stood the aitar, and here also was the 
.~edestal of the golden !ltatue of Diana, carried. away by Orestes. 

- . We have before our eyes the valley from whence we ascended 
to the temple by forty steps, ~nder which was tl;e grotto conse ... · 
~rated to the nymphs; we measured, with an eye o£horror, the 
placefrom~whence they threw into the sea, according toHerodotus, . 
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the' remains of those unhappy victims. This enormous r{)ck, 
which raised its head above all others', and whose base defies the 
waves, and witbstandsjthe storro, is the same roh behind which 
'Orestes concealed himself to watch the favO\~rable opportunity; 
of this we can doubt no longer: we behold too, the cape whereon 
was erected the temple of Oresteon, not far fr~m that of Diana, 
which always preserved the name of the deity, although, since 
the carrying off her statue, they sacrificed to Iphigenia .. 

In following the coast to the north-west, we obser've a ridge 
of steel) rocks which e..xtend into the sea, and which form a kind 
of natural arch, under which the waves pass. On the sanie 
illOre is to be seen the foundation of a consideraple building; it 
consists of two regular squares, the walls of which are neafly 
in the direction of the four quarters of the world; that which is 
most to the north is thirty-three feet in extent, and is built on a 
base elevated in the form of a hill; it seems to have had a way 
out towards the sea, From the south-west side it is surrounded 
on aU parts, without the foundation, with a range of enormouS) 
~toiles rudely shaped. In the miast, but rather nearer to the' 
wall on the north side, is a cubic stone, level with the grouud $o; 
round. this we observe, in an open square on the same side, other 
smaller flat stones placed in tbe ground, which seem to have 
served as bounds, and to have had some relation to the stone in. 
the middle, on which was, probably-, either all altar or a statue. 
The square towards the south nearly approaching the sea, ani! 
;tdjoinirrg the former one, is oblong and a lit,tIe larger. It seems 
also'to have had a way out at the south-east angle, and another 
towards the north-west: it consists equally of large hewn stones. 
Near the wall which looks to thebea, are to be seen large flat 
hewn stones also, which describe 11 sort of path as if drawn' with. 
a line: this file of stones follows the same direction for the length 
of the other square. 

All the south~west angle of the Crimea, almost cut through on 
one side by the port of Sevastopol, and on the other by that of 
Balaclava, was formerly called the Heracleotic Chersonesus, 
founded bY' Greek colonies from the city of Heraclea in Asia 
}'1inor, about the commencement of the sixth centqry before 
Christ. The peninsula called Thrace by the ancients, was inclosed 
by a ,vaU which joined the two ports of which we have just 
ipoken. _ . _ . 

The early state and progress of the colony IS obscure, a~ IS 

the case with all the cities of great antiquity. This little 
,.tate, sufficiently well governed to oe happy during peace, but 

'if M. Pallas·.:;aVsed this stone to be raised, and a light \'uith was foun-r' 
~elleath. ' 
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too weak to resist' the attacks of the barbarians, WllO often laid 
waste those countries, courted the protection of Mithridates 
king of Pontus, who had cOl1l\geHed PaJ:ysades II. to surren· 
del" to him his 'kingdom of Bosphorus, sItuated 011 the confines 
of Taurica. 

After the victory of Pompey" Cherso~esus became subject ~o 
Rome.; when the emperor Adrian limIted the bounds of .IllS 
empire, this -city, which set a high value on the protectlO.n 

I and friendship of the Romans, continued to acknowledge their 
dominion. Interiorly governed as a I:epublic, it lmd its pro­
tevous, who were the chiefs of the senate during peace, 
and of the army in the time of war. These magistrates bore the 
popular title of Fathers of their Country: conducted hy t~em, 

, the people of Chersouesus defeated the Bosphorian SarmatJalls, 
""ho were at war with Rome. In the following century Con­
stantine the Great employed them to repel the Scythianl:!, who 
beil;g numerous, and masters of the shore right of the Danube, 
t:ould not see, without considerable uneasiness, the translation of 
the Roman metropolill from Home to Byzantium. To recom­
pense the zeal of the people of Chersonesus, the emperor ))ot 
anly confirmed their allcient privilege~, hut granted' them new 
ones. The Bosphorians made two other unsuccessful attach 
againstthe Chersonites, which lilst, after having obtained a com­
plete victory, frt;ed them fro.m the dominion of the Sarmatians; 
but the hatred of the Bosphorians was not extinguished. 

Here the thread of the history of Chersollesus is' brokel1until 
the epoch of the siege of the' HUllS in the sixth century. The 
emperor Justinian assisted to Jruise it. As Chersonesus was the 
most remote city from Constantinople, they banished thither the 
state prisoners, the most rel;narkable of whom were Pope MaT'" 
tin the First, the emperor J lIstinian the Fourth, and Rhi­
nometus, dethroned and caslrat~d by Leontius, who:, when he 
was restored to the throne, exercised unheard of cruelties against 
the Chel'sonites alld Bogphorians. The Chersonesian republic 
pl!lrseclIted, and almost aunihilated, by the chief of theemtJire, who 
owed it his protection, in gratitude for its patriotic attaeh­
ment and fo'rmer services, was indebted for the remnant. ,of its. 
existenc;:e to the tutelary support of the Chazarians. 

f',bout th~ middle of the ninth century, the emperor Theo­
philLIS constltuted Chersonesu8 a Roman province: thus vanished 
all the remainder of its republican forIn of government. Its ill­
ter.e$ts al~d its fears caused it to submit easily to the yoke; 'and; 
Samt CynUa was sent to Ghersonesus, to convert the Chazarians. 
. T~e Grand Duke UI?dimir having menaced the empire with· 
IlilvaSlOl1, at the head of a power.ful army, the emperor thought, 
pi'oper to buy a peace by the richest presents, and concluded 
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'With him a treaty, the' conditions of which he no longer ob­
served \vhen the dang~r was passed. The Grand Duke Uladimir 
determined to do himself justice, and besieged ChersonesLls witb 
-a considerable fleet: This great man, struck with the absurditie,. 
'Of,paganism, which be professed, and which appeared to him an 
obstacle to the prosperity of his country, as S0011 , as the light of 
the faith was shewn him' by the preachers of the missionaries of 
the Pope, and the precepts of a Greek philosopher'; their 
?octrine according perfectly with good morals, and differing only 
III the forms of \~orship; in is trusting his 0\\'11 choice betweell 
two paths, which should lead to the same end, appoint~d, by the 
advice of his counsel, ten of the most enlightened men of his 
!lation to go to Constantinople, for the purpose of taking exact 
Jllfonnation on the subject, and conseuted to be determined bY' 
their report. They returned enchanted with what they had seen 
and heard in the Greek church" and the Grand Duke and his 
:eeople, affected with the recital, decided unanimously for the 
Greek ritual. The pri.nce came to the resolution of being bap­
tised at Chersonesus. 

Uladiffiil' took the town after an . obstinate resistance, accom-­
plished his vow, llnd ab~ndoned. his conquest to the emperors bf 
a treaty of peace. . " 

The jealousy of Sudagh prompted the Chersonites ,to rise -
against the emperor'Michael Ducas, who, at the time, engaged 
in a disastrous war with the king of the Bulgarians, implored 
the assistance' of "Vsevolod, grand duke of Russia, which last 
caused an army to. be marched to Chersonesus, commanded hy 
his two 'sons, Uladimer and Glebe: the death of the emperor hap. 
pening ahout the Same time, put a stop to these hostilities. The 
Chersonites having seized some Russian merchant vessels, they 

, were compelled, not only to restore them, but to. pay the ex..,. 
pences of the war. The concurrence of Shudagh was not Jhe 
cause of tile destruction of Chersones.l!S, it had not less to suffer 
from the jealousy of Theodosius. . 

Gedimir, grand duke of' Lithuania, and Olgord, hiS son and 
Iluccessor, made several incursions into the Crime~, and almost, 
entirely destroyed ChersoneslIs: hQwever, it wa~ not entirely 
overthrown, until in the year 1350; th,e magmfi"C~l}t Gene~ 
hastened its ruin, by refusing to allow the Ilnpenal cltr~s to send, 
ships to Chersonesus by the Bosphorus, nor gen~r~t!l'y ~~w~rds 
'-the north beyond the mouth of the Danube. lins c.nsls ,was 
yet mQre fatal to the Chersonites, as they were sU,rpnsed 111 a. 
state of inactive imbecility, the effect ofluxury, a1ld lI1cr~as~d by 
the last invasion,of the LithuanillI1s. The remnant,ot tins UIl­

fortunate people sought for safety u~der the protectIOn of th~ 
T"Irtars; b.LJt they only ch!!lIged th~Jr oppressors, a~d the bar.,. 



barians compleated the ruin of Cherson~sus. ~n the sixteenth" 
century its towers and walls were yet entIre, bemg the only mo-' 
Illlments of the magnificence of its -fgunders. "\\T e saw in one 
part of the town near the isthmus, the ruins of its ducal palace, 
and farther off, those of a monalltery and a church., The marble 
columns, and all the works of art, the solid materials of which 
'would have resisted the ravages of time, have been carried to 
COllstantin,bple, for the decoration of great private houses, or of 
public edifices. I 

At some versts from Sevastopol the travelIer passes through 
·tlle ruins of its numerous walls, which inclose large spaces, and 
;Wbich form in some parts, streets, and small squares. It is ~o~, 
however, to be supposed that Chersonesus extended so far; It IS 

more likely that those walls ·inclosed the gardens of the inhabit­
ants, and of their country houses: with respect to the foundati<m 
of edifices constructed with l;irge hewn. stones, found scattered 
and isolated throughout Chersoneslls, they served, doubtless, for' 

\ 'retreats and asyla to the inhabitants, who were constantly ex~ 
posed to. the attacks of the" barJ:>arians. 

It is nearly about two. versts from Sevast-opol; that the ruins 
of Chersoneslls are discovered. The building of Sevastopol has 
entirely completed the ruin of that ancient city, Df whDse walls 
we still behold the ruins. At the time the Crimea came .into. the 
possession Df the Russians, there were discDvered among the' 
ruins, sculptured marble, ·coins and medals, of different metals. 
It is remarkable that these curiosities were found by the 
soldiers and sailors, fDr no Dther person has had the Co.mm01~ 
sense to. make the search; conducted, however, with care, such a 
labDur would richly recompense those who would give themselves 
the trouble to undertake it. ~ 

Where the ancient Chersonesus, destrDyed since the time of 
StrabD, was sitllated,'has been the object Df'rewarch ofnumeri:ms 
geographers; hut their contradictory opinions leave the matter in 
an uncertainty, from which it is not, however, difficult to relieve 
it, by attending minutely to the description of Strabo, who says,' 
intq' lll'bem (that is to say, the new Chersonesus) et promontorium. 

,(ParthenilllU) portlls slint tres, sequitur vestuta Clters(:mesus. 
:Jt~lI~C di1'llta et post hanc portus a'(lgusto illtroitu. S!Jmbolon. 
dtcztul' .. 
. It may be olear!J perceived that this ancient city was situated 

between the last bay, and Balaclava, . the port of which was 
SymboloD, from which the Genoese have named it Ceqlbalo. It 
~s, then, ~np~ Fana?,!! to which the passage of Strabo relates. " 
fhc two SIdes of the bay extend so far into th~ peninsula, tha~ 
it is not more than three hundred toises in breadth at the pla('e 
,~bere the i5thr.pu~ is llarrQWe~t; from thellce it eqlarg~s, ~~I\ 
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Rtqbires again, at its extrel~ity, a surface of more than a'verst 
~nd a half. Nearly half the surface of this peninsula is cOvered 
with the ~ubbish of old bliilding~. 

The towns of the Crimea are few in number, and are hut 
thinly peopled. ' Those which' have been built by the Tartars 
contain only a few llurrow and unp,avedstteets, which are al­
ways in a filthy condition. The courts aromid the houses are 

• closed with high walls, and the houses, which are built on the in­
Ilide, are so low that a stranger thinks he is walking behveen'half­
ruined stone walls. Too much praise, however, cmmot be given 
to the Tartars for their care in conducting the water by canals, 
sometirnes from a very considerable distance; and the PlwpPs,es 
to which they apply it; either.by making public springs, 6r~on­
"eying it into their houses, Unfortunately, these fountains have 
been in a great degree destroyed by the Russians, and those, 
which remain, decay daily for wRbt of necessary repail;s. .The', 
ancieilt splendour of some of these to\"ns is attested 'by the ruiri" ' 
they contain; while others seem to be built upon the ruhbish of 
their former edifices. War and' destruction have every where 
left the traces of their passage, and the travell.er,has iucessantly 
before his eyes a picture of: the vicissitudes of hurpan affairs. 

for the facility of description, 1 shall divide the Crimeai~1t<~ 
three parts; the plain" the mou,ntainsJ and the peninsula' of 
Kertsch, . , 

Or Capi, now known by the name of Perecop, is a sm!illl 
town situated on the isthmus, which joins the Crimea to the 
continent, and serves as a port to the 'peninsula, This' isthmus 
has been for.tified since the earliest ages; but the fortifications' 
that are now to be seen on it, are the work of the 'I'ufks. The, 
line of walls r~ns from the Black Sea to ,the Sivache, 'an extent 
of eight versts and a half, ariJis: defe'n'ded by bafteries. ' 
, To arrive in the Crimea you pass a bridge and a small arched 
gate, near the fortress of Perecop. The town of' Perecop con­
sists only of a few misel'abfe houses of turf and wood; and lhey 
are innabited entirely by the,garrison, or thepersonsempioyed;' 
in the salt-pits. This post, however, is o~ thegreate~t ilT!P9rt 
ance; fD.r should anillcreased commerce WIth COl1stantJl;1opleli;!'/~ 
Natolia introduce the plagile, Ol~ Should any seditious commQ­
tibJis take place amongst the Tartars, this fortress could stop all 
communication with the empire; on the other Iaalid, should 
Russia m~ke free ports in the Crimea, in ,order to .fucilitate "the 
importaHt' ,commerce which might be, earned on with th~:B!ack . 
Sea, the Mediterranean, and Natolia, custom-houses nllghLbe 
8ituated here with the greatest advantage. 

About four' versts inland is Amanskoi Bazar, which consists 
of a few houses and shops) chiefly ,inhabited by Greeks alid AnlMI-

nEUlLLY.] G 
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ni~ns. Koslof is situated to the west of the peninsula, on the 
b~llks of a sandy and circular. bay.. T~is town is il1Clo~ed with 
walls flanked by towers. 1t IS bllllt, lIke all the Tartar towns, 
iq narrow.and irregular stl:eets; and in it are several handsome 
l1~osque8, SO)~!e of them partly in ruins, as are many of the 
hOllHt'S. The Humber of the latter, altogether, may be seven ?r 
ei"'ht hundred. The road of Koslof is bad and dangerous, III 

c6;1sequence of the western winds. ' About thirty ships. come to 
if aimuaJIy. Its commerce is considerable. Its iriJportatlOns COI1-

si:~t of rice, coffee; ~ugar, dates, figs, dry and other fruits, woolle5l 
and other stuff:;; amI its exports of, corn and salt. 

Akmetshet, 61' the white church, situated at the foot of some 
1110ullta:ins, has received from its new ol'vners the name of Sym­
phcJ'opol, 'which is given also to a large andfin~ plain, on whi~h 

. is: built the palace of government, and which IS 1Soon to contam 
a 'new tOWIl. Akmetshet \yas formerly the residence of the 
Kalga Silltan .. The Sllghi!' runs near the to'wn, which is inha­
bited by Tartar~, Russians, Greeks, ,Jews, and Armenians. 

BachtclJi,~arai, the ancient residence of the Khans of the 
Crimea, is situ.ated between two high lllountains, in a narrow 
"alley, through which runs the rivulet Dshuruk-su. The houses 
a~t), bililt partly in the valley, and partly in ridges, one above the 
other. The ga,rdens, the towers oJ the mosques, the Italian 
poplars, and the rocks, which seem ready to fall and crush the 
town, afford a picturesque view, which, perhaps, scarcely has 
its equal. The principal street, which is about a verst and a half 
in length, ,contains,' alm'ost the whole way along, two rows of 
l~iserable wooden shops. As the empress Catherine gave up 
this tOWII to the Tartars, it· contains no Russian burgesses, but 
is' inhabited entirely by Tartars and Jews, who lllay amount to 
5 . or 6000 souls. Bachtchisarai contains thirty-one mosques, 
and seventy-five fountains. 

The palace of the khan is ~ituated near the Dshuruk-su, on 
t~e edge of a quay. You arrive at it by mealls of a stone bridge, 
Quilt across the rivulet; near which a gate opens into the outer 
court: to the left is a large and handsome mosque belonging to 
th~jkhali, and farther on are the stabling, while to the riO'ht is 
tliktSuil.dil1g which is. properly called the palace: it is .onl; one 
story hIgh, and c.on815ts .of several fronts, of different heights, 
the roofs of which nave an agreeable variety of structure. 

N ear the palace, and on the declivity, is a fruit-garden divided 
ilito four terraces. Behind the mosque is the cemetery, w~ere 
are deposited the remains of the khans, their families and the 
1110st considerable persons, myrzas, and priests. ' 

At ab~ut .tw.o versts from. Bachtchisarai, in ascending a strait 
. p~th, wluch IS scarcely any thmi; more than steps cut in the rock, 
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we arrive at Dchufutkali, built on the sUJ1l111it of a mount, which 
rises into a peak on each side. This town, composed of about 
two hundred houses, contains twelve hundred inhabitants of both­
sexes. They are Karait .J ews, reject the Talmud, and \J;:ve their 
bibles fl:om Poland. All the shops at Bachtchi:sarai ;Jni kept 
by these people; they repair thithl'~' on horseback in the morning, 
and return home at night in the same manner. They have adopted 
the costume and mannens of the Tartars, and speak thei'r jan~ .. 
guage. As they have no water in this town, they carry thither, 
01;1 the backs of asses' in small vessels, that of a fountain situated 
on the side of a neighbouring niountain. Their cemetery, shaded 
by ancient trees, is without the town, at the beginning of a valley, 
The tombs bear,the Hebrew inscriptions; and the most ancient 
of them is three hundred and fifty-eight years old. 

There is not any thing can be more awful than this little valley 
of J osaphat: ranges of tombs in the. form of sarcophagi, are 
shaded by trees of great age and growth; the singing of the birds, 
and the rushing sound of the leaves with the breeze, disturb only 
the silence of this abodt> of peace. I enquired of the., rahbi who 
accompanied me, since what time l1is ancestors had reposed in 
that spot. He led me to the most ancient of the tOf!1bs: it was 
almost entirely sunk into the earth, and M. Fllzzardi, who served 
me as interpreter, could only read the following words: 

CECY-JOSEPH, -FILS DE SCHABA'I'AI, 

LE TOMBEAu--5£04, 
which answers to, the year 1445 of our era. . ' 

"The question thlityou have put to me," said the rabbi, "is simple 
and natural. Y 011 are, however, the first traveller who has 
thought of doing it, and the first who has seen the tomb of 
Joseph." 

SEvAsToPoL.-I shall make an 'article by itself of this city. 
Inkerman, called by the Greeks 'l'heodori, 'was a flourishing 

to\?11 situated at the extremity of the port of SevastopoJ. 1701'­

malioui considers it to have been the Ctenos of the-ancients. There 
are to be seell in the surrounding mountains sev~J;al grottoes with 
chambers, cut in .the' rocks, which are without doubt the works 
of some Greek Illonks. These ancient cells serve at present as 
magazines for powder. .The like gl'~ttoes are!o be fr~qllently 
met with in the mountams of the CrIlnea, partlcularly III those 
of Tepckirman. . 

Mano-ut or TV[ankup anciently Gothia, was formerly a some~ 
b , , . - I . 

what cOllsidel'able tovVIl situated upon a very hlg 1 mouutam 
on the borders of the river Carbada. A little tillle before the 
possession of the Crimea by Russia, ,the population or llia~lgl_lt 
appears to have been composed of 'I artars and Jews, lmt It IS 

npw entirely (leserted. ' 
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"Balaclava, formerly Syrribolon and Cy~balo, is situated ~d 
t'he souihof the peninsula, at the extremity of the mouutam 
Aiadagh. 'This town, founded, according to all appearance, by 
the Greeks, fe-peopled a~terwards by the Genoes~, and. n~w 
desert~d and fallen into nuns, has been restored to Its first m", 
habitants. It is thought by ~trabo to have maoe part of the 
Heracleotic ChersonesHs, and a wall joined its port to that of 
Cherson. It has a garrison for a Greek battalion, which Russia 
maintains in the Crirflea. The water is in general bad. The 
port, situated to the west of the town, is about a verst in lengtlI 
by two hundred toises in width. It has depth, however, suffi.". 
~ient to receive vessels of the largest size. The high mountains 
shelter it from everv wind, in such a manner, that the 'water is 
always as calm as tilat of a pond. Its entrance to the south is 
so narrowed by high rocks, that two vessels cannot- pa~s together 
without dang~r of running foul of each other. Although this 
entrance appears dan~.2J'(}us, the port has been gladly made by 
:vessels which the storms had drivell near the peninsula, and which 
could not douhle the point of Chersonesus, as they there found 
an a~ylum.. The fear of contraband trade, which it would be 
easy to prevent, has occasioned them to shut this port against 
ships of all nut ions. The orders are to fire uppn all vessels whic4 
would enter, even those of the crown. Tbis vigorous weasu.r~ 
bas occasioned a number of shipwrecks. Last winter,. f(~lUr ships 
driven by the tempest, asked in vain for peqnissiQn to ~\Iter; 
they struck opposite to the monastery of St. George. The 
~rew and cargo of two of them were entirely lost; 

At the entrance of the port, upon a high mO\lntain to the east,: 
is bituated the old Genoese fortress, iJ(;fended by high walls a{ld,. 
towers. It is to be remarked, that all the strong places of the, 
Greeks and Genoese, were situated upOn inacce~sible rocks. 
Carasubasar, or Karas-basar, is situated between two m.oill1ta~n$ 
in a valley,' across which rUllS the Carasu. The tOWI1 is well 
peopled, because its position, in the centre of the peninsull\~ 
renders it con-lmereial. The iuhabitants, to the number of three 
thousand, are Tartars~ Greeks, ~ ews, Russians, and A· .. menians. 
They reckon in qarasabasar, twenty-three m9sques, and thre~ 
vreek or Armeniarl churches. The khans, or honses of depot 
for commerce, resemble old Gothic palaces; they sell all sorts 
pfmerchanrlize, as shawls, stuffs, muslins, bales of cotton, &c, 
These dep6ts can only be made in the khans; this is generally' 
pbserved tlnoughout the Crimea.' 
. Eski-krym, ancie!1tly Krim, which, unde, the Tartars, gave 
1ts. na~e to t1~e wh~le peninsula, is situated, with its extensive 
fUl~S, 111 a fertlle plmn at the foot of the mountain.-Agermy~h~ rrh lS town, formerly, so populous and fiollrishill¥, preSe1l.ts onl~ 
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heaps; of scattered rubbish, is almost totally uninhabited, and its 
numerous' gardens are entirely neglected. 

Caffa, called by the Genoese Theodosia,. is situated upon a 
high mountain, which descends with a half circular slope towards 
the roadstead, where the promontory protects the vessels from 
alm.v$t every wind, except the \101th and south-west. Thead­
vantageous position of this town, has procured it a cOl1l'liderable 
commerce. It was so flourishing under the Genoese, that it 
obtained the \lame of Krim-Stambul, (Constantinople of Cri­
mea). Its numerous ruins attest ·its ancient splendour and great 
population. The most remarkable things to be noticed in this 
place are, the fortifications. which surround the town and the 
fortress; the walls, tolerably well preserved and flanked with 
towers; the many half effaced inscriptions thereon; tht: principal 
mosque, a handsome building, constructed with noble simplicity; 
and the grand reservoir, which receives the water from the moun .. 
tains, and supplies the other cOfldu.its. 

After having given to Caffa its ancient name Of Theodosia, the 
f.,ussian government seemed desirous to restore its commerce; a 
quarantine was therefore established, and encouragement given 
to merchants who ·would settle there, Yet Caffa contains no 
Plore at this time than a hundred houses, built upon ruins, anq 
the greater part inhabited by Greeks. 

The peninsula of Kertsch, formedy called Cybermique, is si­
tuated very high up the Black Sea and the Sea of AlOf. Be­
tween Caffa and Kertsch, there are seen, near Akos, a rampart and 
a moat, \\ hich wus the ancient line of demarcation of the em:' 
pire of Bosphorus, and of the possessions of the Chersonites. 

Kertsch, formerly Panticapamm, and more recently Bosphorus. 
is si;tuated at the foot of a steep mountain, upon the borders of 
the Cimmerian strait, in which is to be found an excellent and a 
~pacious roadstead. It was within the walls of the Bosphorus 

-that the great Mithridates died. When the Crimea was under 
the dominion of the Porte, this place was governed by a pacha, 
and contained a g~rrison: in 1 i7 4, it was ceded to Russi~, with 
Jenikale. 
.. This town, formerly opulent, had an extensive commerce. The 
young Anarcharsis speaks as follows of his abode at Panticapreur!l: 
H In waiting the day of departure, I walked up and down Its 
streets, and· could not sufficiently admire the citadel, the arsenal, 
~he port; the ships, their equipment, and their manreu~res. I 
wandered into the private houses, into the manufactorIes,. and 
into the meanest shops. 1 left the town, and my eye~ reooamed 
lJxed upon the orchards .10aded. with fruit, and upon the country 
enriched with harvests." 
. The population was also great: at present there are only a 

hundred hous~s, i,uhabited by. Gr!,)e,ks, who have no other means 
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of existence than by fishing. A beautiful fountail~, i? good con~ . 
clition, supplies a limpid and healthful stream; It. IS ?f. stone, 
ornamented with white marble. The fortress, whIch IS In bad 
~epair, contains an e:l):tremely ancient <?re~k ch.ur~h; there ~re 
to be found here several bass-reliefs, wIth InSCrIptIOns on whIte 
tnarble, as the Venetian lion, on marble of the same colour, which 

'is placed over the gate of the citadel.. 
Jenikale is situaterl twelve versts from Kertsch, on the south 

corner of the most advanced point of,the peninsula. The fortress 
is on a hio'h mountain, of which the slope to the sea is covered 
with abo~t o~e hundred houses, inhabited by Greeks, who 
employ thf>fllselves in fishing for sturgeons: . The T.urks,' wh.o 
built the fortress, kept a garrison there untIl the ceSSIOn of tIllS 
town to Russia. ..,<. . 

The Crimea has been subject to revolutions, which have inter­
mixed the race of its inhabitants. Without dwelling on this 
medley of different nations, I shall content myself with ~peakillg 
of the Tartars, who form almost the whole ~f the population. I 
shall separate them into 'three classes, the N ogaya, the rJ.'a1"tars of 
the plqill, and the Tartars of the mountains; The seven or eight· 
thousand Tartars who are to he seen wanderillg from the Berdan 
to the Molodma, are (as well as the N ogays made prisoners in 
the fortress of Anape) a remllant of the Tartars of the Kuban. 
They encamp themselves in little cabins of felt; their tents, ac­
cording to Thunmanl1, are a kind of portable huts, of a circular 
form, of about eight feet in diameter, made of :lath-work or 
hnrdles of 1\1 igs, about the size' of a thumb, forming a sort of 
wall 'about four feet in height, upon which rests a, dome or roof 
of the same· structure; \the hole is covered with mats of rushes 
and brown felt, which neither wind nor rain can penetrate: at 
the top of the roof is a hole of two feet diameter, which serves 
as a passage for the light and the smoke; the door, covered with a 
mat, is as narrow as possible; three or four cushions stuffed with 
borse hair, a low wooden table, two iron pots, two or three 

'wooden dishes, and, a rush mat, compose the whole of the fur .. · 
niture. I 

These Tartars wander in hordes, and, according to the ancient 
custom of the ,Mogols, support themselves on horse-flesh and 
t~le milk of mares. They begin, however, to build fixed habita­
tIons, and to occupy themselves in the cultivation of the soil: a 
sheep's sk!n and a coarse ~loth compose their covering. They 
have ~at faces, of a blackIsh brown colour, the eyes small and 
sunk m the head, the nose hooked, and little beard. The Nogays 
ani Mahometans, but very ignorant in matters of religion. They 
relate the} answer of a buffoon of Selynl Guerai, pressed by his 
master to embrac~the ~ahometanfaith, "N 0," replied he, "I can ... 
not; but not to dIsoblIge you, I will turn N ogay." 
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The Nb~a:ys have obtained a great many of the slipersiitiollS 
idolatries ot the Mogols: all of them are, as the features of their 
faces demonstrate, the descendants of the purest of the Mogol 
race~ who comprised the greater part of the armies of Gengis 
Khan.' . 

The Tartars of the plain occupy the steppes of the Crimea, 
and have preserved, particularly in the district uf Perecop, in their 
faces a great resemblance of the Mogok They till the ground, 
and employ themselves in the feeding of cattle, but have no taste 
for the cultivation of gardens; they inhabit small hOll~es built after 
the Turkish fashion, and make use of bricks, when they cannot 
procure stime. Their fuel is a kind of cake, made of turf ai;d 
dung, 'which they cut into squares, and place in high heaps to 
dry. 

The mountain Tartars are a mixed race, and seem to be com­
posed of the remains of the various tribes who once inhabited 
the Crimea. Their beard)s thicker, and the hair of their heads 
lighter, than those at the other Tartars, who apparently hold them 
in contempt: their houses, which are built on the steep sides of 

, the mountains, are roofed 'with turfin a flat manner, so that the 
inhabitants may walk on them; and they are built so dose toge­
ther, that these flat roofs seem like a street for the row of houses 
which Iiltands next above them 011 the ascent of tIle hill. These 
Tartars are tolerably good gardeners and vine-:-growers; but they 
ar~ too idle to make new plantations. Some of them who live ill 
the southern vallies, employ themselves in the culture of tobacco 
and hemp. Their dress is much lighter than that of the inha-
bitants of the plain. , 

The physiognomy of the real Tartars of .the ~rimea, is very 
similar to that of those of the Turks and Europeans: their ,hai.r 
is brovl'n, and they are above the commQI1 size. The mild tem­
perature of the climate, the frugality of their meals, and the 
activity of their lives, all contribute to render them very robust. 

The young people who belong to rich faJ;Ililies and, liable casts, 
dress themselves nearly like the Circassians. They wear whiskers 
on the upper lip, and shave the chin; while the old noble Tartars, 
on the contrary, let nearly all their beard gro.w: they wear half-

'boots of morocco, and when they go out they add slippers to 
them. Their beads are either shaved, or have only short hair 
on them; and they cover them with a high cap, generally of a 
green colour, and bound with lamb-skin. 

The Tartar women are in general small, and of' an agreeable 
shape. They wear an ample hood, a shift, open ill front, which 
is fastened round the neck, and descends as j~lr a~ tlle knees: over 
thi~ is a robe, likewise open at the bosom, with ~011Z, n,arr~w 
sl~p.ves ; and above thi~ robe is worn a surtout, bordered WIth er­
mine and other furs, the deeves of whichan~. short, and in the· 
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Turkish fashion. They dye their nails, and fl'equ~ntly thell' hairi. 
with a reddish brown, in the manner of the p'ersmns: they also 
colour their faees with red and white, and paint their eyebrows 
and hair wit.h a oomppsition which imparts to them a dazzling 
black colour for several months. When· they go out, they put 
on a large I;obe of white woollen, Wrap a white handketchief 
round ~he head, and tie it under the chin; they then cover' this: 
with a large veil of white linen, which comes round the face so 
as only to leave visible their black eyes. In fact they are exactly 
lIimilar to the women of Alexandria in ~gypt, as described by' 
Volney; and resemble wandering ghosts rathel' than human beings. 

Though the general language of the Tartars is only a Turkish 
dialect, yet it is intermixed with ~uch a number of Mogol and 
Arabic words, that a Turk has a difficulty to understand it. The' 
Nogays in particular rendet' themselves scarcely inteHigiOIe, by 
the 9ui.cknt;8S with which they speak, and their guttural pro-;. 
nUnCIatIOn.' ~ 

With respect to their manners and religion: WI:. understand by 
the mann~rs of a nation, its regular customs and usages; not 
those which, indifferent in themselveS', are the fe'suIt of arl arbi~ 
trary mode of liTe, ~but those which influence the manner of 
thinking, acting, and feeling, or whichdeperrd O!I those causes. 
It is' under this point of view that 1 shall speak of the manners 
of the Tartars. 

There is this difference. between wild and barbarous people, 
that the former are smaH scattered nations, which, for some 
particularrea~ons, cannot unite themselves to each uther; while 
barbarians are considered to be small nations', which can lwite 
together if they please. . The former are generally hunters'; the 
latter shepherds, or breeders of cattle. It is also extraordinary' 

I at ·first view, 'when we find that the hunters are a sedentary, aiM 
the breeders a wandering people. . . 

The r'Fartars have often been reproached'fOl'tlreir cruelty and 
propensIty to plunder, but it has not been considered that they 
do not practise this conduct except towards those forejgners whom 
they considereneR?ies. As y? the state or society amongst them­
selves, they are falthful, dlsmterested, and posses~ a degi'eeaf 
hospitality and genero~ity, which would: do honour to the most 
civilized people. . 

The influence ~f t~e govel:nmeiit appears to me much mOTe 
general and efficacIOUS than that of the ciimate; The Tartars of 
the Crimea have preserved, under a pure sky, the manners which 
th.ey brought. from the 110ft? of .Siberia.' Ages have passed away 
WIthout makmg any alt~ratlOn III their customs and' usages,' but 
the cOl1quest of the Cnmea by the Russians, within these few 
years, has already effected a considerable alteration in their man­
ners.By beill~ deprived of the~r military arms, the Tartar5 
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}lave forgotten the u~e of them; while those invasions which 
formerly laid waste Russia and Poland, carrying horror and de-­
solation in every direction, are no longer to be apprehended :~ 
the next'generation will not retain even the remenrbl'al1Ce of the 
conquests of its arlcestors~ 

The noble Tartars of the first class, disdained alllabciut, and 
knew no profession except that of arms. In times of peace theY: 
lived upon their estates: they can"ied points of honour to ex-­
tremes, but never quarrelled amongst themselves. Great anet 
generous in their proceedings, they always teceive strangers witli 
affability and politeness. They still retain the practice Of killing 
a horse, to make a feast on the arrival of a guest of distinction'. , 

, On my arrival at the house of the brother of Atai Myrza, this' 
prinee said to me, " You are very welcome. As SON~ as I heard' 
that you had come, I ordered a young mare to be killed, to give 
you a feast." THe interpreter who accompanied me, observed~­
on this occasion, that [ should J;eceive from my host the greatest 
mark of esteem, as a mare was the most precious article he had 
to offer me. --

These -people are hospitable in the extrem~, as they freely 
:share with travellers whatever they possess. Both their \;"ices' 
and their virtues are rude, and seem as if they were purely na- , 
tural; hence outrages are seldom committed, and a person may 
travel through their country in the greatest security. 

The spirit of rapine and plunder, is the only thing that can: 
bring the Tartars from their natural propensity to idleness.­
They require but little, as the necedaries of life, and superflu­
OUIi objects, do not attract them. As riches are now only the re-' 
suIt of labour, idleness excludes aV\lrice. To do nothing is to 
them supreme happiness, and when a Tartar has exhausted' him­
self by performing 'any labour, he throws himself down lind 
smokes: while such is their _ eagerness ill this recreation, that they 
consider it as a disgrace for one Tartar to light his pipe at that 
of another hand. The Tartars love their wives, and poJygami 
seldom occurs amongst them. . _, -, 

All the Tartars are M ahometans, but they are 110t so {a~la:fical 
as the Turks. Being hrought up ,,,jth the pr,:judices of fatalism, 
t-beY'are convinced that evel;Y thin;; is predestined, and are cohs~­
queritly resigned to whatever ~nay happen. When in c::mversation 
with Atrri Myrza, on the f!if'crcncr: between our d'ress and t.hat" 
of the Tartars, I observed (0 him, " Your cap peThaps <.'Quld 
difelld your herul against the strokes I{/a saine!" To whicll' hi~ 
answered, ,-( If tlte sLeel 'was destined t Q d:'ikc me) my UOllJi'et ItJ(ndJJ 

RKUU.LY.J If 



if\EUI,LLY'-$ ;q~~V£L'S. 

'1J-ot kfep it cff.;" I ~~ou~d 110t have menti~ned tl;iB obset'va,(;on~ 
,had not Ami M vrza been one of d~e Jwst ot the 'l-;<rt:us, aj1(~Hot 
alt~<Yether ignorant of'philosophy. Thull;.;h the KOHli! -ad:J,uit-s' af' 

. 'but TItde ~ole;utiou .• it left t\JC Clll'is~i)ms nlqch liber,ty i.n respect 
of their religioll, and affected scarcely any collten::pt for,str!\flgers. 
r The manners 'of the 'l'artar-s are like those of the orIentals" in' 
total o.ppositj?n to ,our own: Their physiognomy !s o\~, religious. 
kind, all,d t~elf actlOllli and gestures cOHcopo;nd wIth tUClf ~9(j1J{: ,of 
sedateness. Their air i~ grave and phlegm~tie, th~ir walk St~!ldYi 
and t!:i",ii' 'iis:lge Serio.\IS and austere. They speak slowly; :hear 
wit~;o,:.t iriteIT'Jpting, ;ludpass whole day.s with their legs ;l~()r~$ 
awi ::h:jr rip'~s in their mouths; while tlwir heJicf i.n p'l;e~~.tir 
'11atl..;i'.' A!ed-:lLem with an apa~hy, which n}udcl's them iU1\ensl:ble 
to el'uT sort of regret OJ' foresight. . .. {fi. 

W i,',e and gaiety are ,banis,hed from their repasts; whil,e the 
'women being seques,tered from their society, have neither ~he,d€­
sire to please, Dor thS enjoyment ofpleasllre. Haw~jl~g and 
~untillg the hare, form the greatest. ~ej,ight of theJ.1oble T~r:1;~J<$' 
In 'the towns their amuse'ments . are reduced to meeting )f1 ,the 
coffee-houses, which,witl;r ,respect to ours, bear·WI cOJJ;1PqlfAsOll 
1,lUt the name. There sitting with their legs across, .thf:Y ,pa.:St; 
whole d;,IYs in smoaJ.,ing their pipes, and talkilJgaLi.tJtGrval1tw~b 
other lazy pe,ople wb.o may drop in. Sometim((s a o;inger re~it~ 
a'story or chaunts vel;ses, acc.ompanying himself with ,l!- b<t(;tin~ 
.~.b:umeQt, in theshap.e of a guitar; the assembJy l~stens w.ith the 
gl'ell.test ~tten,tiol1, ~dexpr~sses the pl€~\r~ it rc,ceiyesby sJ.ig~:t ' 
m.oti~l1s of the head. L1 general the Tartar song is grave, JwrsJI; 
al)Q d~sco,dau.t; their dance has thesalllc gr.a;ve clWIacttT, as it 
t;ou~is~s .of ~ coptil'l,ual agitatiop of all the lim os, thwgh the f:eet 
s«~l1'cely ever quit the ground. 
-Wl},en at Ko~lof, with_the chief of the polic,e" I saw tbp ~'": 

fo~mapces .of 8011).e Tartar merry':'andrews. One of thpn~ph~y.e<l; 
akilld of pipe to a singl~ actor7 'wl1.o pl,acXQ in tb~ mid<iJe of m~ 

,ro?Ill a glass full of 9uzo, (a Tartar· drink,riIlad~ with fermente~ 
~lllet). ' The ~usic striking up, he hegun t9 dance ap.d ~J'Q'lI; 

. hl~:nself aho,u~ lIke a drunken man, falling several timeS' t~ ~he 
ground, ill a way ""hich indt,tced me to think he would fall '011; 

,tbe glass; ~u,t rising again wi'th l?urst~. of laughter, the~lIsi~lll­
creased his activity , apd he agitated all his limqs' in keeping ~ill}~. 
After ~ long contipuance of this futiguiJ.lg exercise, h~ f~~ d~wn 
aga:iI.1, (;aught the g~as,s in his mouth, and drank its contents with­
out t<)up4jiig the,vess.el with .his hllnds", 
Th~ itch is the nectossary a~ld inevitabl~ . consequence (If tlie. 

4luanhiy of bad and sour milk which the Tartars GOn~ul/.l1, ~Dd 
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, '~ 

is tllBi"efore -a vcry cO:illn~n disedse amongst them, Even the 
nohles' and their wives a;'e liot exempt from it. A certain' dis­
order, li.nknow:J in the C;';~llea before its conquest by the Rtls­
siano, is vl'ry generully extended, tl10Ug1l withollt causing such 
gi'eat rav~lgt's as in other parts ci" the world. -

The Tartars have recc1pts for .different diseases. I was ';vit-
00138 to the appEc~lti()n 'of the followill~ I'e,mcdy :-A domestic of 
of Atai Myrza having b!kn fr,-,;" his borse, and had two of his 
ribs b:roken, his m~ts~er maue him drink wat~r grueltill ~lis belly 
,~'as prodigiously illihLd; aud wheu he refused to take more, he 
Was threatened with the bastinado aud drenched with the gruel: 
his food was riothing but I·jce, ad['C?d to the gruel; and this regi­
mell was continued all the time v; my residence'; his master' 
assuring me that the ribs vI'ouldgetinto theil' phce~ spontaneously. 
Without pledging 'myself for the effieacy of this singular remedy, 
it is, a fact that the man \\'a~ cOllsidera!Jly b-etter at the time of 
my departure. I had many opportlll1itiesof convincing myself 
of the ignorance of the 'fa'rtal's ill medicine and sUl'gery. 
- The, remains of the family of Guerai Have taken refuge in Tur-­

key, and theTe iSBa louger in the Crirnea a single mule descendant 
of those pr,inces. ' 
- The nobles and the clergy bave preserved a 'great ascendellcy 

ariH.ll1gst the Tartars. The great nobility of the couutry consisted 
of fiVe families, each of whom had its pm;ticular bey; the eldest 
of the myrzas of a flOuse, was always cOllsidered the chief of it; 
The first of those five great houses was that of the Chirines; and' 
lihe Chii'ine-bey passed, next to the khan., for the most con­
siderable personage in the who.le Crimea, though the Kalga Sultan 
and'the Nouracldin Sultallwere superiortiJ him in diguity. He 
llad, however, like the khan, his Kalga and hi:) N oUl'addin, , 
which the beys of tile other hOl!~e's had Hot. He was regarded 
as the defender of the kingdom and the iilxl'ty of the people, 
ahd possessed so much reputation and power, that he several' 
tilDes' deposed the khan. . '-f 

Atai Myrza, the Chirine·bey, is betweeq ,(50 and 55 yea:rs of 
age; his constitution is robust, and his countenance grave, haughty; 
and impressive. He made his first quupaign under Krim Guerai, 
arid acquired by his bravery and talents a considerable military 
reputation amongst the Tartars,. 'fillS pr;nce is endued with 
much natural wit and an easv elocution, He is free and generous 
in his Dlanner; as, a 1'1 ussul;nall, he is very tolerant'iil matters of 
religion, and is pal;tia[ to strangers; his manners are gentle, and 
his table is frugally slJpplied., A tui M yrza elljoyed u considerable 
revenue un:ler the khalJ.~, and when the Cl'imca,was takell posse-s-

f! '2, 
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sio~ of, the court of Russia granted him it p-ension of h~O thousand' 
fllbles; which, however, was soon suppressed. B~mg .now re­
d)lced to what he has left of his ,ancient domains, thIs prmce can, 
s~a.rcely live without contracting debts: he appears alarmed at, 
the future prospects which IJis family have before them; as he" 

, is much attached to his children. 
, Durin'g my stay I once slipped with Atai l\1yrza, at the house_ 

of the mufti. The repast was prepared and served in the man­
:ner of the country. Having excited the admiration of my hosts 
by my agility in jumping and tumbling, this exercise, to which, 
1 am part,ial, placed me in a situation of doing honour to the 
.feast. 'The appetite ,with which I partook of all the dishes was 
remarked by the guests; and A tai Myrza taking me by the hand, 
was so pleased at my not despising their cookery, that he invited 
me to pass a few days with him, and promised that I should 
live entirely it la Tartare. " 

l did ,not hesitate to accept the invitation, and was received by 
my host in the most amiable mannel~. vI' e passed ~he day in 
riding on horseback, and shooting with the bow and arrow . 
..N othing could exceed the strength and cleverness with which the 
prince nrew the bow, and he rarely missed his aim, though the, 
t,lTgetwas at 2 prodigious distance. The conversation for the 
res~ of the day timed on F'rance <lnd Buonaparte. " What I am, 
D10St astonished, at," saId lVIyrza, "is, that this great man has done 
so much in such an enlightened aue as ours. When he sailed 
with the expedition to Egypt, I th~ught it was his intehtidn to re- . 
establi~h the kingdom of Poland, and that he would disembark, 
with this view, Oil the shores of the Black Sea; but the great man 
had ath!,;!' deSIgns. I know nut," added he, "whether I shall be. 
deceived in my pl'esentiments; but I think that u'ithill fOU1~ 
1je({1~s there u'ilL be a geneml ,car in EUrope'"' I" , ' 

'Next, to Alai Myrzil, Scid Uahommed Effendi is the person 
who el~oys the greatest crmsideration. Seid Mahommed has a 
spirited and expressive physiognomy, and I think him a mall of 
ialents; at,least he gave proofs of them in his journey to Peters­
hurg. Belllg ordered tQ court, and accused of condllctiuO' him-, 

. s~lf ip,a ~\l\l1er injurious to the intere~t of'Russia, he returned. 
~o the Cr}mea, and resllll1ul his functious, after receiving a gold 

.... This·paosngc is "'(l~,th:v of partiGlllar consideration. The Travels of 
~e~lliJy were performed III 1803, aud the book \\ as puhliohed at Pari" in the 
s,pnng pnast year, We attatoh ~o credit to the preteuded conversation with· 
Ata! !yrza; pat the report of It shews that tbe intentions of Buonapartc 
r.espectHig Polalld, were known to his ot1icers long bdore their eX(;,Cl~inlJ 
\I';tS ~t~elJlPt!)d.-~J?, 
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medal surrounded with brilliants, having OIl one side an effigy of 
the Emperor Alex311der,'and 011 the other an inscription, which 
states that the medal was given him as a recompence for the ser­
vices which he had rendered the empire. He e,njoys a pensiQIl 
of £,000 rubles. _ -

CHAP. VIII. 

OF THE GOVERNMRNT OF THE COUNTRY UNDER 'I'1n~ , 
KHANS' AND- THE RUSSIANS~-CLEANLINESS.-TAXES, 

POSTS, ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, AND PRISONS., 

IN the plains of Tartary the hord~s, from their different in-' 
, terests, ,,\\pre only so many troops of banditti, armed for attacking: 
Ilf defending, or for obtaining plunder. Being incessantly either_ 
travelling or in encampments, the cattle-breeders were soldiers, 
and the 'horde was' all army , Hence, as in an army, the only laws 
are the orders of the chief, these orders are absolLlte, and admit 
of no delay'.-But the first elements of government amongt theE'C 
barbarians; have already been described by Volney, Deguignes, 
and Gibbon.--

In the early ages of the pastoral world, each myrza, if we may 
use this modern title, acted like an independent chief ofa separate 
family; but the ambition of individuals soon effected their union 
under :~ supreme chief. One man 'was raised to a throne with the 
approbation of his equals, and received the name of khan, which; 
in the .laguage of the north of Asia, expresses all th~ power ,of 
royalty. It was his duty to lead his subjects to battle in person; 
but at his death, little respect was paid to the rights of his child: 
though it sometimes happened that a prince of theblood-royal .• 
rlistinguished by his vaiour and experie,nce, took the_sceptre of 
his predecessors. Two sorts of taxes were levied upon the dif­
ferent tribes: one for the support of the dignity of the monarchy. 
and the other for the particular chief of the tribe. Each of 
these taxes amounted to a tenth of the property of each individual, 
and of the spoils which fell to his share. ' 

, The manners of tile Tartars, who, like their khans, are ac­
customed to, murder and robbery, may excuse some acts of indi­
vidual-tyralluy: but the arbitary conduct of a desp~t has never 
been known in the deserts of Scythia" The jurisdiction of each 
khan is restrained to his own tribe, and the exercise of his pre­
I'ogatives has been moderated by the ancient ,institution of a, 



n~tWti~:cCl)tU'lcit"The confoltliuis, or diets of tUG' Tana"'-','; .':;e' 
rf§ularly beld in spring and, aul1:mn, in the midst of 11 laro-t'~. ill, 

where the' princes 01 the reigning family, .and th, ")':nl~ 0' leo 

ejift'erent tll'i~es, rueUn h(jr~bk('k,.tollowed,by all tht, W<l; )10. 

The 3nibitio;IS c monarch, who might see all the stlTl:f~ ;1; ·,.r an. 
armed people, .. would naturally consult his inclillati~n. [el the 
politil2al constitution of the. Tartar...,,' may be percf>lved all .. tbe 
principles of a feud.d gljl'Ernment; but', th.e p;rpetual c()llfllcts 
in which these tt~rbulent l2eopk ha':~ b,een myo~ved, have some­
times tennil1a~ed in the e~tab11~hment or despotIc power. 

From the time oJ the subjulIutlC!n of the Crimea ill 14,78., its 
~verl:llnerit ~o.re a ;'eS(m.bl:;ll;~ to th~t, of the e~pireJo whic.ll it 
Belonged. fhe· kha~l bad lusmufU or p;cttnarch, hl~ pnme 
miilistei· '01' visi;:,' th'e cadi.lesker, or chief officer of justke, and 
his grand-councilor divan. But the power of the Khan·of the 
Taltal'S bordel'ed lllorc upon lDonarch,), than (l€spotlsm: he de­
l;ived no rl}ven~:e frum lands or subjects, and could Bot make any 
Ghange i~l' the 11l'ivileges of the nobles.;. nor cc>uid he chastise a, 
':qoble persol}vvithotlt tilB concurrence of the beys. ·'1 

Since the Crimea hus bd<trrged·to 11ussiu, 'she bas made many: 
ClJ13nges il) its constitution; ~nd it is said she bas tl'ied in vain,to 
wocm;B tile lovt'\ of her.'le\V subjectS', by respecting their religion, 
~ll(l· allowipg. them to clioose jud~es trot11' amongst' themllelves; 
The reason is, that she has endeavoured to make an. agricultural 
~oofl~0fthQse who were warlike and tul'bulellt, but·which.clm-· 
w)tb~ done without effecting an entire change in theil"manners; 
ThIS oQstades are, that a great part of the Tartars, hav:e emi.­
grated) and those who remain will do tIle same, on the :first 
\::cxatiqlls circumstance they experience. 'J:his period· is probably, 
]wt· far distant; for ~~ conquered natioll, whose. religionanli man" 
l~ers are very diffurent fro.lil tbose of its masters, conceives itself 
"ex-ed and tormentt!cl· by its.governors, at·the.same time that those 
gpvernors think they act with. perfect liberality. Yet, this emi­
grat-i.{)ll appears at first view to be, more inimical to the interests 
of Rpssia than it really is. The empire lias lit,tIe relianee to 
ph!.ce.on t)1e !'ttith of the Tartars, the prejudices {)f Mahometani~!l1 
1)1duCIng. all Its professors to consider the grand seignior as the· 
'yuccessor of the caliphs and the chief of their religion. On the 
other hanel, the idlelless and the little genius of th~ iHhal:litimtl>·iu 
th~ }ndu~trio~)s arts, are the obstacles to such ameliorations as 

,\yould soon render the Crimea a flourishing country.." . 
.. Whellthe· feueal system existed in the Crimea u~der the 
:(.,hans,. all the lands \vere eitlier divided I into fiefs,. which were 
po~~e~.~cd. by the nobles,. or'o.tt,iched to dignities and domains~ 
hellt by "OC!l<1gl;). .0. ccrt"in 1lI111lUer of;fl.efs aud villages Jom~ed 



'~banik. 'The nobh:·:fiefs -;";';12: ~H r:ereciitary,an«l :imlaIDe'irrlerit, 
~nd, n:o:t :subject t9 ~\ny 9th", r~;X" '-,;';e,en to .the cro;!\'ll~':Tke 
khal} d.i,d 1\lpt Qeriv:e f',l'omtt1elT) 'Ww ::;t.l'.!:::ml iNlpost, ,bubwfuen ~1J! 
J;epliire<} to the afllly,ea,ch b!tht.ik IV\lS obliged to !6nmiSh'him 
Wit/;!. ,8 thousai;ld pia~;ter;s, ltl1d{l cll'lri.ot drawn by two:lborses,' ialld ' 
lad!l~l with b:iscuit or 'm~Uet, which ever he might cbo0Se,; , -The 
~~qlltivated lands -of which theklums, make p;t'€Selilts, ~,'c~n­
,d.itio~l ~hli~ they ,{)h~ll be cul,l,ivated" allJ:l NiHttges ,estahlished 011 
,them, were regarded as soccages, j'eceived directly from the kh'al1, 
~'Vho had the tytbe and aJlii\ijl' o~her p.~fquisi1:es ialfIsitlg'frooi, tl~m. 

'When the Tut'ks !mcler NJahom.et H. €'Xpelledthe Gi.'eekdroJ.»., 
Y.l~ ,Crimeil, they kept all th~t part of the inotu1ta~ on the 
t!!ou~hern cuast, as. well :,lS severalsvwg places. At the ,time 
rvYhW;! the Crirne.ll W<lS declared inctepende~Jt, the KhaIJ Chahy~ 
-Guer~i, having b~en P'-1,t in posses;;ion oJ the territoryund the 
I'~tmue~ which belonged to Turkey, he f<'limed Olitt the greatest 
P1;ut of them, :md so:ld the re_st, or gltve awa;y the slilrplus. S0t21l't 
Tartars of ibe 0l~dinary clas.s, ~lready possessed, eitber ~ pur'" 
ch.ll8,eor the ll1uuitiee\lce of the khans, Cl portion of lands, whif;b­
~ey could sell, alldwhich was :l;lot li~ti):''"to any tax, TheCri­
uwa being afterward_s joilled. t? the Uussian empire, al.ld tl~ 
taws of t~e country llot pernl:lttnig any plebei,an to poSsess laull18, 
a dkluhtm;@SB whether the lower dass of 'l'arb 1'8 .s-ho.tdd btl al;.' 
ll;)wed t9 buy, sell, or kave such la.tll:ds to their heirs. An nkase 
9f the ser~ate, dated October 19tb; 179-'1, decided, that tnt: 
lJ-urgessCli might posses unci inheritthdands which they enjoyed; 
bnt~h~t they shfiL.d.d not, uncleI' , a~}y eil"cumstances,sell them t@ 
th~ lwbility. The pumerous COl1~c~sions made by the . empi'€81 
<1-1: 1j\;te ti~e of thf! cOl1quest,mtd the right which the Cfartarsprei<: 
tended to have to the greatest p~lrt of the c.o'1ceded hu.:ls, gfiV.e 
rise to an incollc;eivable numbel' of tawsuitil. "fhelalEled profjer­
~y. thus lost it'S v,tll1~, from the uHcertaillty and 1I1deci6'i.onwhicli 
prtlvaiIed, rewcctiug the owner having peaceabLe possession of -it. 
The evil at hmgth became liP great, that a commission of five 
members, appointed by order . of the crown, waS sent to th~ 
Crjmea, to ~l\:amiJle 4:lr~ titles of each- party, an~hestore ellen 
owner to his rights; but the disorder was at its height, 'aud at 
tile time.of-my· r.:sidence itl,the Gl'imea,llothiug hadbcel1seHled 
on the subject. '?' . ) 

,Under the Emp'l'eS3 Cuthfl'l'ine, thi) Tartan o))t~ined anexemp~ 
tion of i3yety kipri t)f tE\~j und··of the qnartermg of troops, as weli 
as the privilege of not furnishing recruits. They ulldt~rtoek· t~ 
maintain hro re;;imentsof Bechley, amounting to nearly 5(jOO 
1'l1ClI; but Paul 1. having abolished the regular tropps, thosl; 

- 'mgiIl1t:JlLS wrre dishand.ed, and the "(,wet.; ,proposeU to ;:,ubject 
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the Tartar~ to the same taxes as the rest of the empire. Tbe5~' 
people, however, complained strongly ?f the il1fniction of their 
privileges, and it is n~)~ known whatlmght have been the re~uI~ 
of their remol1stances, If the EmperDr Alexander; on his accession 
to the'throne, had not re-established them in their rights which 
they enjoyed under the Empress Catharine; and instead of n1~in­
taining the two regiments of Bechley, t~ey were only regulred 
to supply wood for all the troops who mIght be quartered III the 
.Crimea. . 
. Under the khans the posts of Tartary· were free, as those 

. princes defrayed all the expences occasioneil. hy them. Since 
.the diminution of the Russians, ~ they have bel'S placed upon the 
sarile footing as all the other 'Posts of the empire, and the Tartars 
are obliged to support them at their own expenee. The horses 
with which' they are supplied, are of a very miserable kind. 

Justice ,vas administered amongst the Tartars with mora 
eql,ity than amongst the Turks, though sometimes she was 
bought with impunity. The 'supreme tribunal was the divan or 
grand council of the khan; before whom was brought all the 
.civil affairs of importance. The trihunal of the Cazi Asker, .ot 
Cedi Lesker, who is the priilcipal officer of justice, takes cog-
;nizance of alLthe civil suits of the nobility. Each kadilik had 
its cadi or judge, who determined on all civil and criminal case$ 
011 which life did not depend. Their jurisdiction might be ex-

. <:epted against, before they had taken cognizance of the process; 
otherwise, though they did not decide according to law, there 
.:remained no resource but an appeal to the divan. The simpli~ 
city of the forms of justice, and the proximity of the tribunal, 
were two,jnestimable advantages; particularly as the appeal to 
the divan often prevented th~, venality of the cadis. 

On being converted into a government, the Crimea received 
the. same form of administration :"S the other parts of the empire, 
:whlCh has not a little contributed to alienate from it--cntirely the 
IJe~rts 0/ the Tartars. Net knowing the language in which their 
.c~mplaJ,nts must be made, they are exposed to numberless vex­
atIOns, and are often left to the mercy of treacherous, inter­
preters. if; 

As the administration of justice under the khans did not re­
q~lire the aid of prisons, there are none to be found in the pe-
11l11Sula; but. many unfortiumte persons are heaped together at 
Akmetshet, m dreary subten:tneous caverns, where'air and light. 
Ilcarcely penet~ate. 
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CHAP. IX. 

AGR I CU T.T UR E.-FI S H ER [E S. - I N DUfiTRY .~COl\DI ERe E.­

POPULATION.~RE"ENUES.-RUSSIAN TROOPf' .IN THE 

CRUlEA, &c. &c. . 

T Hlf idleness and inactivity of t1~e Tartars, are, the cause of 
the languishing state of ,agriculture in the Crimea. That country 
which formerly. supplied all Greece, can now with diffi~ulty 
furnish food for the' few inhabitants which remain. It is to tile 
negligence and bad management of the Tartars that we are to 
attribute the sterility of the land; they make use of a plough 
,""ith two wheels, and of the most clumsy mechanism: they put 
to this machine, according to the nature of: the soil, two, thl:ee, 
and even four pair of oxen in grounds newly cleared. In place 
of the harrow, the Tartars use long brandIes of thorns fixed 
between two transverse pieces of wood, UpOIl which they place 
stones; the inhabitants of the mountains use the buffaloes, the 
prodigious strength of which animal is necessary fpr the laboriqus 
work 0f agriculture in these countries. The stony nature of the 
soil does not permit them to employ the great Tartru'iun plough 
with two horses; but merely a kind of graplin)ron, which de­
scription of plough they call laban: it has a share in the shape 
of a spear, tied up almost horizontally to its frame, and directed 
bra long lever made of a single trunk of ash. To this frame, 
which has at th~ side two rakes, is fastened a beam double the 
length of the lever . 
. The Greeks first brought the cultivation of the vine into the 

. Crimea, and the Genoese propagated it in those parts of the 
country of which they were the masters. It is cultivated at this 
time with sllccess. The borders of the Alma, the I{atcha, and 
the Belbeck, afford good ~,ine, although of an inferior quality 
to those of the viueyards in the soqthern valleys, and particularly 
ofSudagh and Kooz. The.culture of the vine is not so care­
fully' attended to as it might be, and the Tartars do not pursue 
the means to renew tbe plants, satisfying themselves with laying 
layers of the old vine, which are no longer productive. The 
necessity of fl~equ·ent watel'ings, and the constant dryness of the 
soil, have occasioned them to plant in vallies, although the wille 
from thence is not of so good a quality as that from the moun-' 
tains. The differellt sor~s of grapes ripen frow the middle of 

R1HtfL~Y.] l 
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Auo'ust until the middle of Oetobel'. There are an inn!1ite va­
riet; of them; and they differ aj much ill colour and in the form 

, of the seed, 'as in the quality of the wines which they furnish . 
. The white grape IS Of a stiperior quality, and has more spirit 

than the red; those of Sudagh and Kooz approach nearer by 
their goodness and warmth to some wines of Lower· HUllgary. 
They }vollid acquire acollsiderable in~prove~ent if they, were 
cultivated with mDre care, and more skill used \11 the dresslllg. 

The chief fishery of the Crimea is in the Sea of. Azof, where 
is taken a considerable quantity of sturgeon of all kinds. The 
G reeks of Kertsh and J enikale have established a considerable 
trade; they esteem particularly the red and trl!l~$parent backs of 
these fish dried in the sun; and their spawn salted, is the caviar 
upon which they set so high a value in Russia, Greece, and Italy. 

The Crimea has almost ent~rely lost its spirit of industry since 
the emigration of the Armenians and the Greeks; beside., that, 
a variety of trades have ceased in consequence of the few, wants 
of· the Tart~rs., Some manufactories of felt, some others of 

, morocc08~ which they dye red and yellow, 80me tanneries, and 
sh~ps of cutlery, are almost the only branches of industry among 
the Tartars. \Vhen a stranger walb the streets, he meets ollly 
with 10ckHmiths, farriers, potters, sadlers, braziers, shoemakers, 

, venders of small .loaves, hai'bers, and butdlers very badly sup­
plied. The mountaineers 'are the ouly cartwrights, and the work 
which cOllies from their hands is clumsy and badly done. In 
some villages the Tartars make salt-petre, by washi\lg ill ley the 
~1itrbtls earth with cinders, which they collect in heaps before 
their honses. 

The Crimea is advantageously situated for comn1erce. That 
peninsula, nearly surrounded by the Black Sea and the Sea of 
Azof, in which the Don empties itself, is able to receive in its 

... ports, principally in those of Kertsh and of Caffa, the mer· 
chandizes of India, Persia, and Siberia. Under the Genoese, 
those of India, Persia, and Araoia, came to Astracan, went til> 
the Volga, afterwards by land unto the Don, distaut about sixty 
versts, and were conveyed by that river to Azof, from when1:e 

I they were embarked for Caffa. Iron, copper, spars, pitch, 
tar, and skins, mfght arrive, from Siberia by the way of the 
V olgfi, to be after conveyed by the Don. They might by this 
means acquire .other articles,as butter and fat. The lower 
parts of the Volga would furnish fish, glue, caviar,kali, oil of 
fish, and tallow; and from the tributary states of Russia,· might 
be procured, hemp, linens, and sail-cloth. ' 

The cpmmerce of the Crimea is not considerable: several cir­
cumstances operate against its commerce; the ,,,ant of popula. 
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tion, the littlemdusti·y of the inhabitants, and the small quantity 
of corn which they grow. The exportation does 1I0t exceed 
four 01' five hundred thousand ruhles, and the importation may 
I,e .from three to four hundred thousand. . The principal articles 
whtch they supply to the foreign mal'kets, are salt and conI; the 
rest consist of leather, kali; butter, caviar, dried and smoked 
fish, felt, honey, wax, and wille. \Voollen and skins al'e prb-
scrihed, but nevertheless ~ large quantity is exported. . 

The exportation of the Russian Crimea consists nearly in the 
same article:" to \vhich may he added, wool, sheep-skinl), and. 
lamh-skins; moroccos, and several kinds of fruits. . 

From the horders 'of Perecop as far ~s Koslof, are to he 
l'een the breed of grey sheep, the skins of which are so scarce 
and valuable, and which is the particular produce of the Crimea. 
The environs- of the two towns where this breed prospers hest, 
are open and level plains, which abound in saline plants .• , The 
experiments made until the P!esent ti!ne, for the increase of this 
breed in other places, has not been attended ~Yith success. The 
race has degenerated. Poland takes a great part of these skins, . 
the exportation of which is more than three hundred tnousand. 
The ordinary price of a skin is three rubles, and sometimes 
higher, accordillg to the beauty and quality. It exports also 
annually from fifty to sixty thousand black lamh-skins, but they 
are not in such estimati\}l1 as the grey. . ' 

The imports of the. Crimea are principally unwrought cotton, 
and all sorts of cotton and silk manufactures in the Oriental 
taste; the wines of the Archipelago, sugar~ . coffee, and' other 
colonial commodities. , 

The Crimea had formerly more, than five hundred thousand 
inhabitants. In 1778, the Greeks and the Armt)uians; to tbe 
I1llmber of about thirty thousand, were sent hy order uLthe 
Empress Catharine to colonize the Steppes behind the Sea of 
Azof. Wars and revolutions had already diminished the popu­
lation, when the Russians possessed themselves of the Crimea: 
at that time, thousands of Tartars parted with their possessions 
for any thing the~ could get, and settled ill Romelia and N atolia. 
The emigration continued to such a degree, that in 1798, the 
number of individuals of all acres and sexes, did not exceed one 
hundred and fifty-seven thousal~d one hundred and thirty-three. 

This calculation· mentioned by Pallas, is not, however, ex~ 
act; for in 1796 the'number wa.9 augmented to ninety t~ousand, 
principally with reference to the Tartars: and lastly, 111 1800, 
the calculation was one hundred and twenty thousand, Tartars, 
males of every age and degree, which number appears to ap-
proach nearest to the truth. \ 
, According to PeysonneJ, the revenue of the khan scarcely 

1 :z 
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amounted to four millions of livres; a11d these revenues-~we .. e 
charo'ed with, the salaries of the' greater part of the' officers 
of the court. The khan inherited, it is true, the estates of the 
nobles who died without heirs in the sevenl.h degree, but that 
produced little. The Iprinces of Mol?avia an~ Wallachia held 
their fiefs by making him presents. at hIS accessIOn. The lands 
which belong to the khans were gIven or leaSed. The salt lakes 
belong to them by a particular tenure. ~ , . . . 

The military force kept up by RUSSIa III the Cnn1'e~, COBSIStS 
of one reo'iment of draO"OOllS (Smolensk), th .. ee regiments of 
ml!squetee~s (Troitzky, Belevsky, Vitepsky),. and a garrison,re­
giment and battalion, distributed in the followll1g manner: 

At Perecorp, a garrison battalion. 
At Koslof, a battalion of 'froitzky. 
At Ak-Metchet, two battalions of same. 
At Sevastopol, the regiment of Belevsky, and a garrison re-

giment., ' 
At eaffu, a battalion of Vetepsky. 
At Kertsh, a battalion of same. 
At Taman, a battalion of same. 
At Carasubasar, the regiment 'of dragoons of Smolensk. 

CHAP. X. 

I'MPROVEMEI'iTS WHIC,H MIGHT BE EI'I'ECTED.-ADVAN­

TAGES WHICH RUSSIA MIGHT DERIVE FRO:lf THl<, Cltl­

, MEA.-OF THE PORT of SEVASI'OPOL, AND OF THE 

RUSSIAN NAVY IN THE BLACK SEA. 

THE estahlishment of a free port {n the' Crimea, propel' en­
courageme'nt given to merchants who might settie there; indus­
trious colonists invited from foreigri countries, all augmentation 
of the population, whether by a transplantation of the subjects 
of the empire or from foreign colonies, a culture_ better attended 
to, and better mal1ag~~d, are the means which could bring the 
Crimea to the state of splendid opulence to which it is entitle4 
by its situation, the nature of its soil, and the climate. 

The culture of cotton and of the Indian corn might be 
yery well introduced into this country, and the plalltatio\1 of thE! 
mulberry increa!ed, as well as the growth of madder and saf­
fron. The wines of the Cril1lea would soon obtain merited 
estimation, and would supply the neighbouring places. I-iUE­
bandry, the first of all the arts, would then make a rapid pro­
gTess, and more abundant harvests of grain would allow of a 
considerable exportation. The riches contained in the bosom 
of the Sea of Azot~ would be explored, by able fishermen, .and 
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would furnish Italy with fish, of which it consllines great qU:l11-
tities., ' The introduction of Spanish and Bulgarian rams, would 

'furnish an abundance of wool, which would maintain the nuU1U~ 
factories of cloth that' might be established. Forest laws would 

'prevent the devastation of wood, and' would nurse the riche~ 
which Russia possesses from nature, and which she is Oll the 
point of losing. The Crimea, formerly full of timber, is 
threatened with a scarcity of that article: the Russians seem 
desirous to outdo the Tartars in the art of devastation: while the 
first fell beneath the axe, the iinest trees for the construction of 
their miserable carts, the second do not cO~1tellt themselves with 
cutting the youngest wood, but wantonly tear up the saplins of, 
five or six years growth. The mountains which s,urroulld the 
port of Sevllstopol were covereu with young trees,' which have. 
been all torn up by the sailors and soldiers. Having noticed 
some carts full of the roots, I expressed my indi}!;l1ation to ,an 
offic.er who was with me: " What would you do t' cried he; "the 
king does not find wooo, and we must keep ourselves warm." 
To this waste of the young timber, may be added that of the 
damage occasioned by the numerous flocks of goats: thus the 
finest shapen trees are replaced by a variety of Illis-shapell and 
stunted underwood. 

An active coasting trade from the Black Sea tl) the Sea of 
Azof, would transpol~t to Caffa all the productions of the em­
pire; a depot of the European manufactories., and of the pro­
ductions of the New \Vorld, would furnish, to advantage, Na­
tolia and the of her Ottoman provinces in Asia, with merchandize. 
"i;hich they could transport by the caravans of Smyrna, and by 
Constantinople; a part of those of India and of Persia would 
return by the '.Ii,]), of Astracan to arrive at Caffa, which would 
once more become the centre of a considerable commerce. The 
religious toleration of the nus~ian government, and 'the paternal 
views of the eillperor Alexander, would enlarge considerably by 
its reciprocal action, the agriculture, the industry, the com­
merce, and the population of the peninsula of the Crimea. 
, It is worthy oLmentioll, that, having met the emperor. of 

Russia the day after my arrival, his majesty did me the honour 
to make some obhging enquiries a~ to the o~ject of my tr~\'els 
into the countries I had visited, and asked me, among other thlllgs. 
what I thought of the Crimea. " Sire," replied I, ,( nature has 
dOHe every thing for it."," Y Olt are right," answered the emperor} 
" but we have done nothing as yet to a~sist nature.". 

The fuu'ndatio'l of the town of Se~·astopol, or ACJ;al', so 
called after a little village, situated formcriy to the north o.f the 
port, was laid immediately after the investment of. the ,C~ullea. 
Oil account of the gooolless of the harbour. It IS bUIlt In the 
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form 'of' an amphitheatre to the south of the port, the ~ength of 
it point of land which extends between the bay of the. httle port 
called, Juchnaia:'buchta. (bay of the south) and ArtIllery bay. 
This point rises gradually to the upper part of the town, where 
it is ISO feet i'n height above the level of the sea. , •. . 

The town, built in streets parallel to each other, IS on an 
ascent, and is divided into quarters by some other streets at right 
angles; at the point of the land is seen the house prepared for 
the reception of the Empress Catharine iI. and immediately 
after the admiralty, the <lrsenal, and the houses of the officers 
of the marines: higher, the hOllses of the inhabitants, the mar-' 
ket, and the Greek church ; the hospitals, mid the /,Jarracks fur 
the seatnen. The magazines ~re' chiefly on the other side of 
the lesser port, and form a sort of. suburbs, as well as the bar-. 
racks of the garrison, built some distance in the upper part . 

. Without the town, at the side of Artillery bay, _are the barracks 
of the artillery. N ear to the neighbouring bay is the quara'n­
tine, and some country houses. The town is a' verst and a half 
in length, by two hundred toises at most in breadth. Tn this 
space is not included the barracks of the regiments, built ,at 
more than 400 toises from the upper part of the town; and 
those of the sailors situated as we have already said, fronting 
th,e 'other side of' the lesser port. The naval arsenals are at 
Actiar, a little Tartar village situated to the north of the port, 
at about five versts from its entrance. 

The situation of the town of Sevastopol, exc1ndes it en­
tirely from the interior of the peninsula, and exposes it_to the 
danger of a failure of provisions and other articles necessary for 

.its supply. It w~uld have been more advantageously situated 
on the other side of the port. The trips, made in little shallops, 
which reach the town by traversing the port,. cannot do it with. 
out cQIlsiderable danger when· the wind blows hard from the 
west. Provisions are very dear, with the exception' of flour; 
rye, and fish, which are cheap: the flour and rye, because 
the soldiers sell wbat they do 110t consume, and the fish, be­
cause every captain sends out his shallop a fishir.JO", and the 'pro­
duce is sold at the market. One of the fJreatest" inconveniences 
of S-evastopol is, the want of a sufficie~lt quantity of whole­
some \,:ater. The scorbutic disorders which prevail in winter, 
<Ire owing as much to the brackish yvaters which are furnished 
by some springs from the sea, as to the salt provisions which 

, constitute chietly the nourishment of the soldiers and sealJlen.' 
TI~e. health of several thousands of men is an object ~orthy the 
solIcItude of government; and the construction of an aqueduct 
seems to present the only means of furnishing the quantity of 
water necessary for the lise of the inhabitants. There were 
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some of these, without doubt, in ancient ChersoneslIs; search 
should be made after the aqueduct of w'ftich they have already 
discovered traces, and it should be rebuilt. 

The sea-side is the most advantageous situation in Sevasto­
pol; where a dry soil, and wholesome air, may be found, tem­
pered in summer. by the winds, and softer in ·winter than in 
many, parts of the Crimea, on account of the l110untains which 
shelter" it from the north and east. 

The port of this town, (me of the best perhaps in Europe, 
owes every thing to nature, which'has alone borne the expence. 
The bottom is muddy towards the middle, and gravelly on the 
borders and in some other places., The POl-t extends from the 
south-east side inland. Its length is six versts, by a little more 
than a verst in breadth. It is 800 toises at its entrance, and 
diminishes regularly from 350 to 300. It has almost in every 
part sufficient depth for tpe largest ships;' al1di8 surrounded with 
bills" which protect it from every wind, except those from the' 
west. It forms four bays in the southern part, which are shel­
tered. There is not a shoal in the whole port, but only one 
small. sal1d-bank at the entrance~" before the point of land clllled ' 
Severnaia-Kossa. ' 

The entrance of the port is defended by batteries placed 
upon the two opposite points of land, and by anothelj con.;. 
structed opposite the' town. There are also two of them upon 
the oouble point of land, with a redoubt raised ",above. One 
of these battei'ies, ""hich has the form of a half circle, defends 
at the same time the entran.ce of Attillery bay. his ill agitation 
to add a new battery to those which are already raised, and' 
which seem-insufficient; at least I have heard the officers of the 
marines say, that with a fair wind, a ship in full sail might enter 

: the port without suffering from the cannon of the batteries, and 
a landing might be easily made on the fiat shore which surrounds 
Sevastopol. At the mouth of the port is Quarantine bay; 
which extends southward about a verst in length, by !;wq .toises 
ill breadth atits entrance'. 

The next is Artillery bay, which is ,not at most' more' than 
SOO toise~ in length. It is separated from the ljttle port by the 
point of land on which the town is situated. 

,At !!bout 700 toises from the exki'ior l~outh of the port, 
begins South bay, J usna'ia Buchta, conlmonly caJled Little 
Port; it extends to the south~west more than twovet:;ts l\ud a 
half into the'interior of the land, and is !ZOO toises wide at its 
entrauce, where it almost imrnediately forms a little narrow 
gulph: the shore is lined with habitations for, the sailor~. Whell 
the fleet is dismantled, . the ships are towed mto the httle port, 
where they lie iij safety; and when they are fitted· out again for 
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Ilervice; they are warped into the great port,_ w~ere they are 
brought to an anchor,' in a line .. On the ~me sIde, at about 
900 toises from the little port, is a narrow creek of 250 toises 
ill length, in which ships are commodiously care~ned and re-
paired. . ' . 

. The sea-worms, which eat into the planks of vessels, are in 
great quantities in the Black Sea, upon the coast of the pellin­
sula of the Crimea. in two years they are able to destroy the . 
sides of a ship. 

These worms are four or five inches in length; the head is of 
the shape of an arrow, and the body consists of a whitish muci­
lage. The only way of destroyillg them, has been, until lately, to 
lay up the vessels. for two years in the little creek of which we 
l1ave just spoken, to careen them, alld to pay the sides with 
bl)rnrng pitch and juniper wood, an operation which exposes 
them to some danger. It was not yet thought of to o::oppt;r the 
vessels bound to the Black Sea, bllt orders have been given, 
that henceforth they should be built with that regulation, and 
I have already seen three which have been done so. 

The projects of aggrandisement manifested by the Empress 
Catharine II. have been wonderful)y assisted by the posses­
sion of the Crimea. The Russians have, in that part, the fi­
nest ports in .Europe, and which place them in a situation· of 
haVIng, in a little time, a powerful navy, in the Black Sea: a 
good wil)d will carry a fleet in three days and nights, to the 
canal of Constantinople. . 

The two@tmcient castles which guard the entraw;e of the 
Bosphorys, are too far distant 0 lise their cannon to advantage, 
and too defenceless to stand the fire from the ships of war, 'or 
even a brisk attack by land. The two new forts builtin 177S;are 
-badly planned, nor·can they serve their cannon better, although 
situated nearer th&u the others. The cannon are all defective; 
there are numerous' points of debarkatioll laid open in all the 
ancient fortresses of Europe and Asia. 

The force in the Black Sea, consists of the flotilla of Ni­
cola'ief, and of the Rhips stationed at Sevastopol. 

The_ f1?tiUa is composed of from 70 to 80 shallops, decked, 
and carrymg guns, and some other3 whi(h are row-boats. It is 
in a, bad conditio£) and several shallopH are totally ~nfit for 
servIce. 

The flotilla at Sevastopol consists of fOUf vessels of the line, 
and four or five frigates, and seems also but badly kept up. 1 
ha~e seen Some old vessels condemried, and there are many others 
whIch would be altogether unfit for immediate service. 

The Rl1~sianships 3,fe usually manned at the rate of ten men 
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~ gHll: . the sailors com prise half of the equipment; the rest of 
It consIsts of marines, .infantry, and cannoniers. 

Russia, having but few merchant vessel's, th:\'1: nursery is want­
ting ,to supply the navy with sailors. 'Hence they are generally 
indilferent seamen. The officers are a little better, but a great. 
ntunber ot: foreigners may be j'eckoned am'ong them. There ex,,: 
iots, unhappily, a misunderstanding behve£!l1 the Inal'iue and land 
forces, which extends even to the officers. 

The fleet in the Black Sea is not under the direction of the 
admiralty arPetersburgh; it has an high admital and an office 
at Nicouiief. This fl-eet is under the command of the Marqui~ 
de Tl'aVersey, a Fteilc!'unan, more than twenty years in th~ Rus;.; 
sian service, and who is considered an excellen t officer; he is 
low in stature, speaks with vivacity and clearness, lik~ a man who 
aoounds in ideas, and als0 has the art of associating them with 
facility; he has all the n'limners of a person well bred, and is. 
beloved by those who serve under his cOiumand; and the cour:..' 
tesy with which he received me, was a proof that 1ie· hid 'not 
forgotten he was born a Frenchlnan. 

There are several of the pl'incipal .officers English; as Rear­
admiral Prism an, General Cobley, comrruin'dant of Odessa; Ge­
neral Fench, governor-general at Caffa, &c. &c. 1 ought to 
acknowledge with gratitude, that the title of FrE:Dchlnan furnished 
me with a high rec.ommendation t.o the military abd marine offi­
cers. I wish that I could say as inl.lch of the hospitallty ,of the 

: gentlemen, in civil employments. I ought, howev,er, tQ except, 
from, this remark M. de Miloradovitch, goveril0r of Taurida~ 
who afforded me a most iiattering reception. 

CHAP. X. 

ON THE C.oINS AND MElJALS .oF THE CRIMEA, WITH THE 

NDl'E .oF M.'M. LANGLES AND MILLIN '1'11 ER£.oN. 

AT my return from the Crimea, fro,m whence I hlld bl"/::tghi 
different pieces of money, alld a quantity .of medals, I requested 
M. Langles, member of the Institutioll, abd librarian for Oriental 
manuscripts, and M. Milliu, menlber also .of the Institution, 

I and keeper .of the medals in the Imperial library, to examine 
them, and to ~orm me if I had beeu fortunate enough to have 
collected an" tli.irr<r curious: he assured me that the coins were.al­
together ullknowl~ ill France, and'that several of the medals were 
valuable. . 

These iwo gentlemen were .of opinion that it would b~ proper 
to have engravings made of the coins arid medals; and tlie'degree 
.of in teres~ wbich was attached tD my fortunate research, engagell 

REUll.LY.] K 
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me to ca~lse it to be done, and to place them l11the Jich and cu­
rious collection in the library of his royal and imperial majesty .• , 
, M. M. Langlfs and Millin have done me the bonour to n~a~e 
some' historical' notes on these coin~ and medals, and IsubJom, 
for the satisfaction of my readers: the following from M. Langles. 
The principal pieces of money have all, ,excepton~, been struck 
at Bachtchisarai, in ~he year 11 9 1 of the HegIra,. ( I ~77. ,of 
the vulgar rera) according to the date of the ArabIC .IllSCnptlOn. 
, It bears consequently the name of the same sovereIgn. 

KH A N eH A HYN G UE-RAI, EBN AHIIMIW GUERAI, SULTA UN. 

The S01.,ereig1i Chahljn Guct'u.i, son qf Ahhmcd Guerai, prince. 

The significatial1 given to the words' Khan and Sultaun), re-
quire some explanation. ' , 
, hl Turkey, in Arabia, in Persia, and even in Imjia, the title 
of sultan exclusivyly belongs to the reigliing prince, and is syno­
J).yr:pous to the words monarch and sovereign, whilst a governor 
of a province, and even a simple officer of state, takes the name 
of khan. Among the Tartars on the other side, a directly con­
trary usage prevails, and the sovereign only has a right to the 
distinction of khan, which he places before _ his proper names, 
either it is because the word is originally Tartar, and is to be 
found, indeed, in the Cahnuc dialect~, Monghol, Mantchou, &c;; 

'while sultan is Arabian; or ,because the happy Temoudjyn 
adopted that qualification when he changed his name to take that 
of Djenguyz, (and that--'-' "in the midst of a general re-

, U joicing, ' ha'ving, at his right, the sword of vengeance, and the 
" seal of power at his left; upon his head the diadem of the 
" universe: he seated himself on the throne of the empire of the, 
" Tartars, according to the history of the inauguration of Djen­
" guyz 'Jl" Tchingis Khan, and of the fragments of the code of that 
" conqlleror and J~gjsJator in the universal history of Myrhhoud);" 
among' the same people, the word' sultan has only a subaltern 
distinction. ' 

Chahyn Guerai, in the impression of these coins, was de­
~cendedfroni Djenguyz Khan; he was the thirty-ninth aild last 
khai1 ,of the CrImea, according to the chronological account 
given of those ~overeigns: he ascended the throne the 4th of 
March, 1777, and was deposed ih consequence of the treaty 

, elltered into at COl1stalltinople between Russia and the Turks, 
the 19th ('2. ') June 1783, and ratified the 21st of September 
(1st October) of the same year. Soon afterwards he died'a vio­
jent death, ,and his heal:! .was sent to the 1'>orte. 
, This ,weak and unfortunate descelldant of the O"reat DienO"uyz 
'17 ' " J" :\ han, ,was not destitute of taleuts; during the short space of his 
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rei~n he attempted several great innovation~, which are 'spoken 
of 111 the notice of his life. We shall 'confine ourselves to the 
menti<;>11 of' that of the coinage of money: until the. time of his 
acceSSIOn to the throne, all the coin in circulation in the Crimea, 
had ~orne the name of the Ottoman emperor, and was coined, as; 
I belIeve, in Turkey. Chahyn Guerai was desirous that it should 
be struck in his own country. This work, "livhich was not done' 
without great expence, was entrusted to a German, a very in­
tell~gel1t artist, if we may judge from the execution of the pieces 
whIch have come under our observation. The characters are 
drawn in a superior manner, and engraven with great exactness; 
but in rendering to the German artist 'Clnployed by Chahyn 
~uerai aU 'the justice which is his due, we cannot help reject-; 
mg, from the number of pieces worthy of praise, those of an 
irregular form, and which are badly struck, that is to say, a 
coin of Billon, (or below the standard) called aspre by the' Eu:.' 
ropeans, and aqtchch, (or little white piece) by the Turks. It is 

, worth, about a centime, valuing the true piastre at one frank and' . 
, fifty centimes; according to its inti'insic value. ' 

Three aspres or 1l.qtchch make a pm'ah. The one before. us, 
was struck at EstambouI (Constantinople), in 1171 of the Hegira, 
(1757-8 of the vulgar rera.) . 

Five parah make a bechliq, that is to say, a piece of fine' 
parah; because, in fact, the bechliq is worth fiveparah of 
Crimea. '. . 

Two bechliq make a onlouq, 'or piece of ten' parah, as the 
denomination itself indicates. . 

Two onlouq make a gninriyliq, piece of twenty paraIl, or demi­
piastre. The two, we have noticed were struck at Bachtchi­
sarai, in the same year, l'l9] of the Hegira (1:777 of the vulgar 
rera,) as the inscription indicates; but the reverse, in place of 
ha\<iug the titles of the khan as in other pieces, bears his thoghra 
or cypher, in ,~'hich may be made out, by an attentive examina-
tion, ~he words Chahyn-Guerai-Khan.· " 
, Two ygnirmyliq Iilake a ghrouche, called by the Europeans' 
piastre. At the epoch in question, and above all in the CrImea, 
the ghl'ouche or piastre was worth two French livres:. but t~e: 
Ottoman sultans, Abdoul-Hamed, and Selym Ill. ~urll1g.thelr, 
reigns, so much altered the money, that now the pIastre IS not 
valued at more than one frank, fifty cerftimes."!' . . 

A piastre and a half form a piece named altmlchtlq, that is 
to say, a piece of sixty patah. 

Besides the pieces mentioned, M. Reuin)' bas, brou~ht 
over some others in leather, struck ill the ~ame year,' ] 7~7. 
Their euormous size proves that they are imitations of the RUSSian 

Ii' About Eleven .. pellte English, 
K. ~ 
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pieces of five or six kopeks, they hear the sameinsq'!pti?us 35, 

we have described, except that upon one of them" \\'e. re,ad Kaifal1 ' 
and Kaffa, instead of Bachtchisarai; we know, mdeed, that 
,Chahyn-Guerai caused money to be coined in, those tOWI:\8 al-
t~l'UateIy . . 

M. Millin's notes on the medals found in the Crimea, are as 
follows: 
, The l11e~als of the Chersonesu8 1\II~riE;a, <lnd of the Europ~an 

Sar.matia, are as yet but little.known. ,There is no ~oubt bllt,that 
if they were sought after wit~l diligel1<;e, a grcllt numbe!' would be 
found; but the clumsiness of this cQinage does not excite the de­
sire of collecting thel'll : nevertheIe~s, they would a,ssi!)t to thro\\' 
s9me light on the aJ;Jcient history of tbe country. ~embroli~, 
~~perin, and, M. Sestini, have dis<::ov~rec;l several; SInce theIr 
t!me, M;. De WaxeI has publ~shed an a<;:count of some. Those 
wpich,J\J;. I,\euitly procured duriilg his stay ill Crimea, are almost 
a)l unkn~w.n; which proves how much the research of thel)~ me­
dals would be a l(!,bour of utility alld interest, 

"'rhe two first belong to Chersonesus. There arc~, as yet, l?ut 
few known of that city: they are, th~refore, an importan~ a~­
quisition; oIle of them is extremely curious ; Reuilly . fQ~lpd I~ 
fifty paces from the spot where it is believed stood the temple of 
Djana. Tqe sltbject is interesting: the goddess drest in a. tunic 
tucked up, is about to kill ~ hind which she l~as run down 1Il the 
chase; her left knee is supported on' the back of the an,iJ;J1al; 
beneath are the, characters XEP. At'the reverse is an ox cornu~ 
pete, that is to saYJ threatening "vit1~ bis horns. In thE; exergue are 
the characters TPI};KO. This lla111e cannot have an allusion. to the 
Tauridus, the inh\lbit<lnts of which were called Tauri, and notTau-. -
risc~. It is that of a IPilgistrat~; who p~obahly was called 2:"(~I'1:KR~" 
Synscus. Upon a medal di~e<?vel"ed by EckhC'11, numi. ane~o,ti, 
we see also oh one side the he~d of Diana, and on the reverse, 
the Qull cornupe~e, with, th\'l word ArAkIK, which is, also the 
name of a magistrate. Upon another, in the cabinet of the 
«;;ountess of ~ntil)ck, is the word ET L'.POMO, Eudrowus. 

The next medal, which is also of Chersonesus, although more 
defaced, is of still more importance. They ,had not as yet,dis­
cove,red any other thallthe autonomOllS ~edals of that City: this 
one IS.the first that ha.s beenknown with the head of the emperor. 
The .sI?e o! the face IS ah~lOst destroyed hy time, but there ItJay 
b,e~hstmgUlshed the remamder of the head, and the letters OTH, 
whIch shew that it belonged toSeptimlls, Of to Alexander Severus, 
bpt more p,r9l;>ahly to the ~1'St: on the reverse is Diana st~l)ding ; 
she hafl !he nght hand faIsed;' in 'the left she carries a bow; at 
her feet IS a stag, or rather an antelope, for the horns are not 
branched; around are the. ch~ractei's XliP. ' 



ACCOUNT OF)1EDALS. 

The three rtledals which follow are of EuropennSarmatia. 
One of them presents a large head, with the inscription ABIOH, 
that is to say, OABIOI10A1E, or OABIOIIOAITEON, the town of 
Olbiopolis ;'behind the head there is a monogram; on the reverse 
is a barbarous figure much effaced, where I think may be di!~ 
tinguished also, confused traces of an eagle devouring a fish. 
:WI. de Waxel, in his collection of antiquities found on the shore 
of the Black Sea, has a very large medal of about five inches in 
diameter, where may be noticed the same design, ana where he 
tqioks he can discover also the traces of an eagle's fonn. r,fhis 
medal was found in the ruins near Adjeder, or Ovidiopole; another 
was discovered in the ruins of Olvio,-of the same dimensions as 
the preceding; and the type of the eagle is better perceived. 
These accounts convince me that the medal mentioned by Waxef 
of the character with the one we describ'e, is of Olhiopolis. 

We have just described the medals of a large' size; we shan 
1IOW s~* of those which are, on the contrary, very small, and' 
the only ones-which are known of the kind: on the face of one 
of these is a head, respecting which we could distinguish' nothing 
further. On the reverse is a :6sh, and the retrograde characters 
of the word OlgA, Olbio, can be made out. On the Jront of 
another is also a head n.lUch defaced; and, on the reverse, the 
same fish, with the letters AB, which,make part of the word-' 
OABIO. It is of an irregular form. 

Two other medals were fouod at Punticapus; however, as, 
they are without inscriptions, we r.annot decide, Yvith certainty, 
that they are of that city. The' quiver is to he noticed- as often 

, on the medals of Phanagoria, of H eraelea, 'and upon those of 
IVrresia Inferior, as upon' those'of Plmticapus. These two me­
dals have, on the front, the head of Bacchuscrown'edwithleaves 
of laurel and of ivy, which wouldoccasioll one to belie\"ethat I 

they were of Dionysiopolis,a city situated on the Pontus Euxinus, 
which received its name (Town of Bacchus) from {here )J,,;ng a 
statue here of that god 'which had' been brought thither by' sea; 
Pan, as well as Bacchus, has also iJis ,head crowned,with ivy. 

The large quiver, which is on the _ revers~ of these medals, 
serves to contain the bow and arrows. It i,t> ornamented with 
the figure of the oistodoche" or case designed purposely for tbe 
placing'of arrows. These medals have each a different mono­
gram, which is unfavourable to theopipiori of those who think 
that the monogram on the medal, in which' we distillguish the 
I/>AP, means a city called Phamacia. 

On the medal found at Balaclava, we discover -the figure of a 
man, who appears to be in :l chariot; and Oil ~he ,Tcvehe, a dog' 
running. M. de Waxel speaks of Olle ne:.;rl), like It. _ 

There are uumerous medals of Siuopus, a uiy ()f Paphlag-onia, 
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which had become the residence of the kings. of Pontus after· 
Pharnacia had been taken from them: several are known to 
have like this on one !Side, the head of Jupiter, and on the 
reve:se, the" e~gle perched on a thunder-bolt; with the word 
l:INOIIH in the exergue. One has in the field the letters rI?-l:, 
which indicate an epoch that must have been after the rem whIch 
we believe to have been the vulgar one at the Pqntus and 
Bosphorus, andwhich, ll.ccOl·ding to Carey, Trelick, and Eckhe~, 
begun at .the year o( Rome 467. The epoch of our medal IS 
that of the year QQ3 of thatrera, 680 of Rome, .the 41st year. of 
the reign of Mithridates VI. 74 years before the vulgar rera. 
Mithridates VI. was the king who put himself to death the year 
~f' Rome 6g J, ()S years before the vulgar rera, that he might 
not add to the triumph of the )lomans ; his sou Pharn~ces had 
betrayed him in the moment wren he would have carried war 
into the heart of their capital. I 

This piece is, however, still more curious, as we had not yet 
had· any autonomous medal of Sinopus which bore. a date, and 
that there is only one known besides of Mithrida tes VI. 

Two others of these medals are commonly known in the Cri­
mea. They have been cast, and are of an uneven shape, but of 
which the rudeness bears no comparison with those of the antique 
coins of the same country .. They bespeak rather the ignorance 
and barbarity in which that country was plunged at the time it 
was uuder the· dominion of the last emperors of ConstantinoplCi. 
I believe that the emblems on them are those of Christianity: 
on Ol\e side is a cross" symbol of Salvation; 011 the other, the 
anchor, which is that of Faith. 

The two last pieces are coins which were in circulation in the 
Crimea at the time. the Genoese were masters of that cO,untry, 
and had established commerce. The cornelian was found at 
I>anticapeum; it represents a sacrifice which is offereq before the 
portico of a temple. The victimarius is observable who holds a 
crown; he carries a knife also. The popa carries the club to fell 
the victim; a young priest, Camillus, holds a vase full of fire; ano­
ther priest carries a torch; the pontif is at· a distanee, his head 
covered; behind him, is a woman, for whom the sacrifice is 

. offered. This intaglio is charmingly executed: however, it is 
not antique; it is easy to discover the style of the sixteenth cen­
t~ry, call~d by artists the qinque ~ento, and the subject is pro-. 
bably copIed after a bas-relIef antIque. It is an error of some 
travellers to believe, that every thing dug ouLof the earth in the 
countrit, which they visit, is of antiquity; but they are 110t 

so on hlat account. Thp.re are often broue:ht from EO·YI)t Greece 
d A· ~I' ~ b' • al~ ~1.Slat 1ll0~, engraved stone~ whi.ch are evidently modern. 

1. he mtagno whIch we have deSCrIbed IS of that class. 
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CHAP. XI. 
, \ 

ON THE COMMERCE OF THE BLACK SE,\' 

THE stonns frequent in. the Black Sea, and the savage state 
'9f the people illhabiting its coasts, prevented the Greeks for a 
long time from visiting its shores. The expedition of the Argo­
n~uts is the first trace of navigation and commerc:;e in that sea, 
wllich antiquity has transmitted to us. 

This trade took place principally in the Oriental parts, but 
,notwithstan~ing the establishment of several colonies upon its 
.coasts, it was inconsiderable' during the first ages of Greece, and 
under, the empire of the Romans. It did not beg!11 to flourisll 
until the time of the crusades, when the Latins possessed them­
selves of Constantinople: .at that time the Genoese and the Ve-
11,etians carried on this trade with such' considerable advantage, 
,that the conquest of Egypt by the Arabs having entirely rnined 
the ancient commerce of Alexandria, the merchandize of India 
opened itself a new, way to the European markets; they went 
thither sometimes by the Indies, and the Russian Sea, or were 
transported by cal'a vans across Georgia and Mingrelia; sometimes 
liy ~oirigup the Persian gulph, the Tygris, or the Euphrates; 
. they went, by way of Armenia, to Trebizond, whither the Ge-
Doese and the Venetians went to meet them, for the purpose of 
supplying Europe with their commodities. . 

J ealollsy, the inevitable consequence of the great advantages 
this commerce procured, was the occasion of some bloody wars 
between the Venetians and the Genoesc, VI·hidl .terminated ill 
the last becoming the masters; by cOi1tributi~g to the overthrow 
of the dominion of the Latins at Constantinople, profiting dex­
trously ~y the favour or the weakness of the Greek emperor, 
they oQtained from them snch advantages, that they had no 
longer any rivals. To secure to themselves this exclusive com­
~nerce, they fortifierl their settlement at Pera, established colo­
pies on the coasts, principally in Crimea, and put their factories 
jn a state of defence: Caffa was the principal city of their com­
merce with the East, and the port at which was deposited all 
the merchandi~e which had been transported to the Black Sea. 
The merchandise of India, Persia, and Arabia, came to As-
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·{racan went a<Yain up the Volga, was catr:'ed" afterwards by 
Jand 1I~ far as tlle Don, distant about sixty versts, conveyed by 
that river to Awf and thence embarked fOf Kaffa. The Ge­
no~sc procured t~ them~elves immense ~'iches, and _ pU! the~-_ 
selves in a situation, notwitstauding the smallness of theIf tern­
tory, to hold rank among the fin,t of the maritim€ p<:,wers. 
They enjoyed these advantages unt~l the taking of.Const~ntmople. 
by Malrotnet the Secolld,. of wlndl almost the lInll~e(hate con­
sequence l1'as, their expubion from the Crimea. Wl!h !he 'an­
tiihilati9n of the power of the Genoese, ended the commerce o( 
the Black Sea. 

II is to be observed, that, at this epoch, the re-establishment 
of the ancient route by Alexandria, which took place under 
Tala-Eddin, had already turned that source of riches. 

The progress of navigation, by the discovery of the route to In­
dia, and America, 'gave~ a new spring to the mercantile spirit of 
the Europeans, lessening, in some degree, the regret-which the 
Joss of this ancient seat of their pr9sperity had occasioned, and 
turningtheir thoughts to the means' of restoring that advant~ge. 
It was not nntil the beginning of this century that Peter the FIrst, 
desirolls to create commerce, unknown in his vast empire, saW 
the immense advantage it would derive from the' possession· of 
some ports in the Black Sea: he succeeded in the acquisition of 
AlOf; but the misfortunes which he' met with afterwards, and 
the peace of Prouth, was the occasion of his surreilderinghis 
conquests, and the advantages that might have been deriv~d 
from them. Catharine the Second foJlowing -the steps of tillS 
great legislator of Hussia, had the glory" of accomplishing 
the" . II his genius had cOllceiveu. 

. .ti; !.\Cf two long wars, the Turks found themselves compelled 
to "'Irrender to liussia a part of Lesser Tartary, add, at leIlgth~ 
the Crimea;. to ;'!;()w thcni to establish in that <J,uarter a navy, 
<lilt! to permit tIle:, Hug the free passage of the Dardanelles. 

"ius,tria, the ally of Russia, has partaken of this last advantage, 
and these t\1'O nations alone carried on the commerce, al,­
'ways inconsiderable for want of means alid of concurrence:. 
until the tillle 'when, after the conquest of EO'Ypt the Frencll 
govern~ent" obtilined, by its treaty of peace wi~h tl:e porte, the 
free naVIgatIOn of the Black Sea. J t has been granted ",ith the 
like facility to the other principal powers of Europe in such 
an exte~1t, that the commerce of that sea may be considered to 
be absolutely free. It embraces that of the CrirrJea, that of the 
shores of the ,ea of Azof~ and those of the Abazes' 'that of 
Nn..tolia, and of the Ottoman provinces of A~ia of" Romelia 
of Bulgaria, of Wallachia, and of Moldavia and '~bove an thl:\t 
(If Poland and IA" Hussla. "} . 
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'rheCrimea is advantageously situated for thtj purposes of 
COmmerce. That peninsula sun'Qtmdedby the Black Sea,and 
by the sea of Azof, in which the Don etnpties itself, is able~o 
i"ecei've in its ports, principally in those of Kertch, and of Calra, 
the merchandises of the Indies, of Persia, and of Siberia, in the 
fjame manner as in the times of the Genoese. These mel'Chal1-
dises, which consist in raw iron, copper, spars, pitch, skins, 
can come from Siberia, by following the- course of the Kama, 
and of the Volga, unto Dubo(ka, or by crossing tIle isthfuus 
si'xty verstes; which separate the Volga from the Don; and by 
being shipped at Katchalinskaya, these merchandizes come down 
by the Don, to the sea of Azof, to be carried to Taganro, or 
directly to Kel'tsh, or Kaffa. Butter 'and fat come also by this 
route, and with considerable profit to the traders. The 
sail-cloth of the' interior part of Russia, the hemp, the 
linens, of which there are great abundance, above all ill the 
departments of Penza~ of Nishnei,. N ()vogorod, and of W o-ronesh. 
have a short passage to 'make, to come down by some lesser 
rivers to the Don. ' , 

It is necessary to the commerce of France to estahlish marts 
in the Black Sea, of the different merchandises for which there 
'Would be a demand in the neighbouring countries; and ill return ' 
it could receive the productions of the country, at a price which 
""ouLd turn the advantage in our favour. -

If, from the situation of the colonies, we were prevented 
from supplying sugars, coffee, and other colOl)ial commodities, 
of which the provinces of the Black Sea have a great consump­
tion, oUI~ alliance with Spain could place us in the situation of 
taking them from their ports, and particularly from that of Ca­
diz. It may bf' useful to observe that the port of Trieste; which 
was nothing thirty years ago, owes its illlportance entirely to the 
colonial merchandise with which it has furnished the provinees 
situa~ed on the shores of the Black Sea. ~ depot of the J;11er­
chandises which N atolia draws at present from the caravans Qf 
Smyrna, and by Constantinople; might be more advantageously 
situated in the Crimea, if a privilege to remove it 'could be ob­
tained from the court of, Russia; or if a free port was perma­
nently established. In taking by this mart the silks of Brouse 
and of Persia, it would turn to the account of Hussia herself. 
his to be r,em~,rked that the drugs which came from the confines 
6f Perl1ia~ instead of being sent itJto Russia by Tifflis, and from -
thence to their destination, are e!nbarked at the Pers;~U1 Gulph, 
and -return afterwards by the Baltic, after having made, as oue 
may say, the tOUI" of the world. < ' 

Th~ situation 'of l;'rance gives it a superiority of position in 
Europe, and its interests are in, unison with those ?f Russla~ 
These two states possess most of the articles whichare the objects 
of exchange, and ate the ouly coulltri~s dlich call satisfy their mu ... 

RUJLLy.l L ... 
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tual want: Without the intervention of strangers. A direct and reci­
procal commerce' would increase their sphere of aClion, arId 
their particular advalltages; bllt a great many obstacles are as 
~et. in. t~e way, before this commen;e can take the range of 
:.Wlnch It IS capable. 

NOTES ON THE PRH{CIPAL PORTS OF THE 
, CRIMEA. 

Odessa is "ituater. hetween the Niester and Nieper,' to the 
-west of a ~'lIlpb wblch forms the Black Sea. Its p'.rt is easy of 
entrance, ~i1d has an excellent anchorage, while it-, LottOin is so 
smooth, that the anchors of ships are obliged to be raised from 
time to time, ill order to prevent them from sticking too fast. 

Oclessa enjoys a wholesome air, of a mild tempcraturL~; the 
,vast plains by which it is surrounded, are uncommoniy fertile, 
but the want of hands causes them to remai 11 uncui tivated. 
Those extensive and barren Steppes, in which the horizon alone 
:terminates the view, are entirel:i deprived of wood; and hence 
_ the town is iii want of fuel. The water is of q bad q~lality, an.d 
is extremely scarce in summer. ' 
. When the carriers bring corn into the interior, they are often 
in danger of losing their oxen, of which they 80111etilIles pos­
se~s, two or three thousand; but this devastation might be pre­
vented, by digging a greater l1t.nuber of wells. -

This tOWll, which bas risen, as it were, ii·om the bowels of 
the fartlJ, already contains more than bOO houses. They are 

, well built, and the streets are wide, but the dLlst and mud rendef 
them very incollvl'nient. The populatiOll of Odessa amounts to 
about- 4,500 iuhabitants, of which Italians, J ewa and Greeks 
form two thirds. It conl~lil1S five commercial houses, viz. one 
Fren6h, one English, one Xtalian, an(l two German, wilh a few 
bto~;et"s' re~idences. 

Odessa, whose existence was scarcely knO\\ 11 eig-ht years ago~ 
and whose b Iy was frequented ollly by a few Turkish vessels, 

: received in 1802, more than SOp 'ships, and in 1803, when 1 
left it, neatly 400 vessels hadfjrrived lo take in cargoes of corn; 
which had been supplied fro111 Poqoiia l-lncl the Ukraine to the 
'amount of 1,000,000 rubles. 
. SO.rile .time since ther~ was a great emigration from Bulgaria, 
'RlISflJa tavoured tbe exiles, and allowed the inhabitants every 
facility for leaVing a country, where they were exposed to an 
sorts of vexu/ions. Those who were at Odessa are to be dis­
tributed over the Steppes of N elY Russia, and the "-overnmcllt 

(ltfOl d:s euch family a hUllse, a pair of 9ven, amI a pl~llgh; they 
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also receive a trifle of.mon~y, and are ex~mptedfroDi tax'es or 
fUfll'i,hing recruits, for the space of £5 yea.ls . 

. Nicolaief, which was founded about thirteen years ago by an 
irldividual named Fallerf, is situated 011 the Bog, at tne part 
where it receives the Imrul. The town is built in the modern' 
style, the hOlises are of' stone, and the streets afe wide. It, 
however, wailts the two principal necessaries of life, water' and 
fliel. The "'inds that blow from the sea, render the waters of 
the Bog and th,e Ingul brackish. The harbour contains a 60- . 
tilla, which consists of about an himdred vessels, mostly old and' 
in a bad stale. Although the fleet of the black Sea be in the 
port of S,evastapo! in the Crimea, the admiraltJoffice is at Ni­
colaief, which necessarily ret;1rds the na:al operations. 

Cherson was founded in 1774, in 46° 381 latitude: itis on'the 
western baJl~' of the Nieper, about 100 versts from its mouth' 
in the sea, .and 40 versts above the Eog. 

The town is agreeably situated on a little eminence, at the 
bottom of which runs the Nieper; its width is about seven versts, 
and it forms several sn'lali' isles, which ar¢ covered \\;ith' shrubs. 
The principal inconveniencies at Chel sOJ\ are the iusup:­
portable dust which continually blows ill clouds by the wind, the 
excessive quantity of mud in winter, and the innume'j"able swarms 
of gnats, which are produced in the marshes. The town is de­

fended by a fortress, which occllpies a great extent of ground~ 
and contains some good barracks. .' ", ' 

The Population of Cherson amounts to ten or eleven thousand. 
Several ships of war and merc:hant vessels are builf in its docks: 
those which" belong to the crown are situated' along the Nieper, 
and the grand dep.ot of, timber is on the opposite bank. The 
rope-walk is excellent, as are the ropes and cables th'at are made 
i\1it. The merchants' harbour is at the end of the town, and 
the quay is blliIt on piles. . 

There is a hlzaretto in one of the isles of the, Nieper: but 
the q,uarantine of Cherson having been suppresseCl, it i's now 
useless. 
, The commerce of Cllerson is inconsiderable; it contains but 
two or ,three French houses: the suppression of' the lazaretto 
causeS all the vessels to take the route to Odessa; and the mer­
cha~ts of Cherson are obliged to send thither all their gOO?S, in 
order to profit by the advantage which the vess~ls c:!en\-ie by 
taking in their cargoes while under quarantine. A c,oastlf~g trade 
is about to be established alono" the Black Sea, vdllch wIll pro­
duce much benefit; for often o~e town contains a sllperabui1dan~e 

. of necessary articles, while another is ill want o,f the~, a~d tillS 

want df comlllllnic,llti<;>n:causes a fa~titio.qs scarcity, which IS very 
injurious to commerce and agriculture. 
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There are vast plains near Cherson, on which great herds' 9/. 
oxen are fattened; they are sold at a low price, a(1d their meat 
might be salted, and exported to great advantage. . '. 

Kaffa, othevise Theodosia, is situated in the CrImea, 10 the 
latitude 44° 58".-The Roadstead is secure frOll1 winds, except 
those ~rom th~ north and south-~est. . Ship.s anchor very near the 
shore In a slImy bottom. ThIS town, which was of such great 
importance in the time of the Genoese power, alld whose port, 
at that period, was the princ~pal dep6t of the COrilmerc~ of the 
'Black Sea, now contains nothing more than heaps of ruIIlS; Its 
great populatio11 has disappeared, and a small number of 
merchant-ships can ~ow. scar~ely find. cargoes at it. .1\~o,ut ~n 
hundred houses, partly mhablted by Greeks, are all that remaI!l 
of that once powerful town. Fishing, in the bay of Kaffa, IS 
carried on to some extent; and the Palus Mretides affords' a 
great quantity of sturgeons, the spawn of which, when salted, 
is called caviar, and forms a considerable article of trade. 

Taganrog is situated on a tongue of land, at the extremity of .the 
sea of A,zof. This place might become important for commerce, 
by the navigation of the Don, and the. proximity of the Volga, 
by which an easy communication might be carried on with M'os~ 
cow and Astrachan. It was fortitied by order of Peter the 
Great. The advantages of Taganrog are, however, counterba­
lanced by several inconveniences: the sea of Azof, in the strait 
of Taman, is so shallow, that it will not admit vessels which 
draw more than eight or nille feet water, while its numerous 
sand· banks, and violent currents, render' its navigation long and 
dangerous. Throughout the winter season it is- impassable, on 
account of the ice. 

The commerce of this town is extensive. It consists i!l corn, 
~eather, hemp, sail-cloth, tallow, tobacco, horse-hair, caviar, 
~ron, salt-petre, hides, &c. In 1803, about 2.00 ships entered 
Its port. 

The population of Taganrog, may amount to about 6000 
souls, includjng the seamen, and the garrison. Its environs are 

. uninhabited, though there are great inducemeots to emigrants, 
to arrive, and cultivate its fertile soil. - . 

When the treaty of Amiens was concluded, 1 finished my 
journey, and returned to France, strongly impressed with the 
natural and commercial advantages of most of the parts Which 
I had visited. . 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

I N the present work, which is a continuation of 

my former Journey to Montpellier, '1 have been 

equally. strict and scrupulous in my enquiries and 

descriptions; and as I have to contend with a 

host of physicians, against a universally es~ablished. 

prejudice, have been no less careful to strengthen every 

one of my ;lssertions with incontrovertible proofs. 

Should the ~1Umb~r of deillded patients who flock 

to t~ese places for relief, be thereby diminished, I 

shall have attained one prillcipal object in the com­

munication of my sentiments, on an "error to which 

I am well persuaded that numbers' have fallen 

victims. At the same time I have not lost sight of 

those particularities which afford an interest to the' 

descriptions of every travel1er, and I flatter myself 

,that no cla;s of read~r~ will lay this book ilown 

totally unsatisfied. 





TRAVELS 
TO 

HYERES. 

LETTER r. 

LYONS, November 8, 1803. 

I Left Paris six days ago, impelled by an irresistible in-' 
stinct towards the south of France. The former Catinat and· 
Bourbonnais through which I passed, afforded but little worthy 
of observation. These countries'were altogether poor and thinly 
inhabited. The first morning we stopped a moment at the 
wretched town of Essonne, in the afternoon at the pretty Fon­
tainMeali, and in the evening at the gloomy Nemours. This is 
the substance of my first day's journey. 

The next morning we went through a miserably barren coun- \ 
try as far as N oyon, where every thing betrayed the utmost pe­
nury. We took our dinner here, and were entertaineded by the· 
vivacious conversation of a travelling wine-merchant from St. 
Pere. He displayed all his samples of wines before us, and 
drew a parallel between them and the politics of the different 
courts, which was not altogether without justice. 

"The policy of the French," s~id he, " may be. compared 
to champagne rose; that of the English seems to me like bad 
Port-:wine*; I should designate the policy of Austria by, Tokay; 
and that of Prussia by the genuine oil of Perdrix: but the 
policy of the Russian cabinet," cried he, lifting up his fore­
fingers, "is compounded of aU these wines." 

In the evening w:e arrived at Cosnes, pleasantly situated. in the 
neighbourhood of the Loire, which is the source of its opulence. 
The inn was good, the wine excellent, alld the company truly 
agreeable. The conversation was eilliveued by a succession of 
anecdotes, in which Buonaparte was always the subject. One of 
these, which refers to his stay in this place, must not be passed 
over unnoticed. 

The First Consul taking up his night's lodging here, with a 
numerous retinue, on his return from Lyons, the landlady I as 
usual on such occasions, proportioning her demand to the gran­
deur of her gllests, made a bill, of fifty louis d'ors. The ex­
orbitance of the sum occasioned so violent a cOlltention between 
the marshal and the woman as to attract the notic'e of the 
COllSUI.-" Mais Ie Emn, qu'est ce que c'est dond" when in:' 

'1/ We confess, we sell neither justice nor wit in this simile; but the 'Ill--' 
thoris a pal'legyrist of BUGnaparte, as our readers will soon have an'oppor-
tunity of observing. . EnlT<lR. 
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form'ed of the slibject. "Mais, -madame, _ il faut corriger ce 
compte," he cried out to her from- the carriage. "Pardonnez 
mol, citoyen premiel' consul, Ie ci~de,,:arit roi paya toujoursau­
tant," was the next and just reply of the ingenious and. insinuat­
ing landlady. "Qu'OIl donne cent lotlis a madame," rejoined 
TIuonaparte; and it must be confessed, that this little trait does 
DO less credit to his duplicity than his ostentation. 

On approaching the mountains we. el<:perienced a sensible 
change hI the temperatnre. A thick chilling mist darkened the 
atmosphere, and the trees seemed to have, been long _ strip~d 
of their verdant doathing. We dined· _ qt Nevers, which is fa~­
mous for its hard-ware, and slept at Moulins, wbich has very 
good cutlery. A~ both places the inn was filled with female ven­
ders, many of whom were 110t without seductive charms. 

Our fourth - day's journey was extremely unpleasant. . Raw 
weather, bad roads, a miserable country, wretched places, and 
every trace of extreme nakedness, poverty, and bigotry. This 
scene was agreeably contrasted with the oprileIl~e '_ and in~ustr, 
of Rouane, where,we arrived in the evening. Tl}:is cot;l.'!iderable 
town is situated on the Loire, and is the matt for all the mer.,. 
chimdise passing between Lyons and Nantes. 

The whole appearance of the inn decl;lred its intercoure with 
two con~iderable cities. The miserable kitchen fUniiture was 
exchanged for an abundance of porcelain and fayance; the cur,. 
tains of coarse baize for those of cotton; and the woollen. blan­
kets for a light' coverlet of silk. The prettJ corsets and haIld~ 
some chignons of the girls bespoke the finery of the town., 

The Hext morning brought us to the picturesque mOllf)tail1s of 
Porez and Bea~jolais; where the pure balsamic air, the gi·~nd. 
masses of porphyry, the little cascades, and the fresh vegetation 
of woods, called to mind the scenery of the Alps. ' On the SI,'I11'\.,. 
mit of the mountain stood the inn a la Fontaine, enlivened by, 
the l;lrilliancy of a' warm southern sun. We breakfasted in the 
open air, and dwelt with delight 011 the enchanting view of the \ 

r Saone vale. ' 
With cautious steps we now proceeded down the steep. and' 

dangerous declivity, and arrived safely in half an hour at Tatare. 
The difference in the vegetation here is truly striking. _ The 
trees still retained the beautiful foliage of the autumn, and th\'! 
meadows were still bedecked with a fresh and luxuriant vel',. 
dure. Tarare itself, with its balconies and flat roofs, its paper 
windows and linen doors, already announced our entral1ce into 
the south of France. 

The road from h~re to Lyons was uninterruptedly beautifu'I,­
particularly by Arbresle; where it is- SlliTotlllded by chanTi'iltg 
acclivities. Beyond Echelles;Mount Pila, _and a part of the 
Savoy AlpH, clearly opened to our view; and farther on we 
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~o~ld com;mand a pro$pect of the whole plain of Lyons, with 
its two graI)d rivers and its .chain of fruitful bills. At seven ill 
!he ,eyeuiqg ,~e reached the second capital of FraQ,ce1 enveloped 
lU nust and smoke. ' 
, ,.,', . 

LETTER II. 

LYONS, November l80?, 

-THIS town deserves particlJlar notic\l from its remarkable 
~ituation) being se~arated by a stream -fOtmed from the conflu­
ence of the two rIvers the Rhone and Saone; and extending 
itself along each of the opposite banks; on one side skirting a 
hill, and on the other sinking into a valley. The division called 
Ia vilIe de Rhone is distinguished by many / fine aud modern 
edifices ; ~lJt the superh flJ.9ade belonging to the Bellevue, demo-

.. lished in 1793, is Hot yet r((built. The other part, called Ia ville 
de Saone, is old and irregular. The population of LY0rJs is 
estimated at about 89,000 souls. 

Its northern latitude is 46°, and the climate by no means, 
plea$ant or mild, which is attributable to the vicinity of the 
town with the Alps. The winters are rather severe, and the cold 
sometimes rise~ to 14 and even to 18 deg. Ream. and the frost 
frequently con'til)ues till Aprit The summers are insuppdrta-' 
hly sultry; the heat sometimes rising to 31°. The autumn alone 
is temperate; but the chilling fogs commence with ~ ovember. 

The west and nqrth-west, are the most prevalel1t \finds, and 
~re usually attended with'heavy rains, which faU from 35 to 37 
cul;lit inches annually. These are succeeded by the south wind, 
blowing a: hurricane through the valley of the Rhone. The mild 
and salubrioul1 breezes of the east wind are very rarely felt. If 
iO addition to this we take the other local disadvantages of Lyons; 
its foul exhalations from the morasses; the smoke of its nume­
rous manufactories and frequent fogs, into the computation" it 
must be readily granted, that Lyons is avery improper residence, 
for an invalid. ' 

In other respects it certainly has some advanges. Every 
thing tends to keep down the price of provisions. The soil is 
fertile; the conveyance easy, and the mercamile position of the 
town highly advantag\lous. To travellers 1 should recommend' 
the" Place· Bellacour," where both beds and apartments are 
remarkably clean; and the "Hotel au Pare," containing some 
bed-rooms with stoves. It may not be ami,s here to observe, 
th~t In· all the inns in Lyons an agreement mllst be made .with one 
per~on for lodging, and one for board j but t~lOse who, mtelld to 
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remain any time would do well tt? board ina pr!vate house, for 
which he must pay from two to SIX and t~ent~ hvres per mon~h ; 
or to take a furnished apartment (on the-quay If he can) for whIch 
he will pay from twenty to four and twenty livres pe~ month,and 
board where he pleases. . At the Hotel au Parc dlIDler may be 
had for a Caroline and a' half per month. 

The water of the Rhone is preferable to aU other. The best 
wines come from Champagne, Julienas, Blacey, Millery, Sainte­
foy, Saint-Colombe, and may be had at reasonable prices; 

, but the more choice wines of every sort are sold by Chapelot 
and Bourdin. Mineral and other waters are sold by Mess. 
Paul and compo and P. J. Antoine, apothecaries. Vegetables 

,and fruit, butter and cheese, from'Mont d'Or, of an excellent 
quality, are sold very cheap. 

The promenades ar'e, the groves of Ia place Bellacour ;'tbe 
quay of the Rhone, (with a fine view); the grove Perrache, 
between the Saone and the Rhone; and the level of the hill 
Fourcieres, which commands a view of the town, the vale and 
grand cbain of mountains extending to Montblanc; but the ro­
mantic scenery of the castle Pierre has not existed since the 
year 1793. 

The island Barbe, to the north of the town, diversified by 
rocks and clusters of trees,'deserves the attention of the travel­
ler. Beyond that the little village of St. Bambert, embosomed 
in vineyards and chesnu,t plantations; and lastly, the .f\lpine 
mo'untain, « Mon~ Cindre," which affords the most enchanting, 
prospect. i . . 

The right bank of the Rhone, to the south of the toVI'Il, af­
fords .an infinite variety of .promenades, which may be extended 
over the hills, and among the most luxurious vegetation, as far 
as St. Foy, 8Lc.. _ 
, These promenades will prove peculiarly interesting to natu­

ralists of every description, from the curious plants, insect~, 
&'c. which are here found in such jnfinite variety • 

. 1'he lovers of reading may indulge their various tastes at the 
public library, (or ci-devant grand college) containing go,ooo \'0-

lumes, which is open every day, from ten to one; besides which, 
Buysset, in the rue Clermont, supplies an extensive society with 
journals and papers; andle Clerc, in the place des Terreaux, has 
a conRiderable circulating library. ' 

The social amusements of Lyons are not inferior to those in 
any place of equal magnitude. It has two theatres, which forui 
an agr.eeable diversity with its <;:oncerts and assemblies. The 
~erchants ,ha.ve-also. a,_distinct cluh and reading society, which 
is composed of agreeable and obliging individuals. In,fact, the 
Lionese partake much mote of the Swiss and German, than-the 
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French ch~ra~t.e~, owing, .without doubt; to the .very close in­
tercourse SUbSIstlli.g between these several countIeS. Whether 
they do [Jot betray a slight tincture of meanness? hut let liS Dot 
forget that this is insepal"able from their avecation. 

..: LETTER III . 

SiTUATlON OF tHE MANUFACTORiES OF LYO~S.--c'OMMtJ:­
N.ICATioNS BY LAND AND' WATER.-PUBLic INSTITU .... 

TIONS.-EDUCATION .-L1TERAR Y SOCIETY .-I~5TITU~ 

TlONS FOR 'tHE RELIEF OF' THt DI3T~ESSED.""""THEIR 
CALCULATION.-PUBLIC P,APERs,-DETAILS. 

, LYONS, November 1803, 

~ YONS is propefly a manufacturing town; arid it was with 
a hvely interest I made myself acquainted with the various 
branches which occupied the industrious class of its inhabi­
tants. To t)Iis end I visited first the silk manufactories, and 
their sever~ inferior departments for vel~et, gauze, lace, &c. 
and also the manufactories of gold-wire, embroidery, &c'. but 
every where they complained of the want of demand.; this may 
be ,partly owing to the revolution,' but much more to the change 
in the taste of the Parisiails. Were there but a splendid con ... 
sular court, all these manufactories' would again suddenly 
flourish. 

The hat-manuf-actorics; however, would not be so easily re'" 
vived; the former great exportations being diminished by the 
dearness of rabbit ... skins, and a number of mercantile prohibi .. 
tions. With the tanning it is still worse, ·since this branch has 
taken a quite different direction. The cotton spinning and ma-' 
nufactories for hangings and India products, appear, on the 
contrary, in a more lively state, The book trade wants new re­
sources in Italy; the iron trade maintains its formerimportance*. 
Lyons may, besides this, be regarded as the only mart for the 
products of· the manufactories froDI all the departments" The 
mercantile position of this< town is particularly advantageous. 
Situated in the centre of aU the roads leading to Switzerland, 
Spain, Italy; and Germariy; betWeen two rivers, ·which flow. 
through a great part of thecoimUy, and not more than ten 
leagues from the Loire, jt offers to commerce the greatest and 
most numerous advantages.·· . 

The confirmation of this will be fOUild by only glancing at the 

.. The iron is eas;ily,,~ent, by means of the Soane, ,from the departments 
oflJ ura, Dqubs, Cote (/lOr, and Deux Marnes, au.d th~n farthel,' exported up 
the Rhone to the whole south of France. 
·FICSIl.iR.] ", :B 
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port regulations. Bes,ides the. usual principal ~ouriers and. diti~ 
gences which s~t off from Pans, there are mall.s aild partlcull\r 
diligences which go every other day to all the Important extre­
mities of France. There are even some by whbm persons may 
go in a direct line to Leghorn:, . 

Besides these, are a number of messengers, as well as stage­
coaches, boats, and other conveyances, . in continual motion to 
and from the neighbouring dep31 tments and principal places; 
they may be had at all times, and at all prices. Barges, with 
provisions for the market, go three times a week to Chalons 
arid Avigriuu; and boats daily repair to Grigny, Givors, and 
Vienne. The manufacturel's avail themselves of all these COH­

veyal!ces for the transportation of their goods, which renders 
this carrying branch very considerahle. 

Lyon~ is also distinguished by many public· institutions, to 
which I wish 'to direct your attention, and therefQr~ commellCe 
with the lyceum, and the collections, library, cabinet of natural 
curiosities, botani<: garden, &c. which are united with it., .To 
these may be ,added a l1Ulnber of public and private schools, 
including theaca~~y of MonsieurM~intjgm1;u:;;, at St. Just 
::mr Lyon, all of Iwhich deserve an honourable mention. 

1 also observed the "Ecole d~0conomie ru,rale vetifrinaire/, 
foragriqtlture and farriery, instituted by the famou~ Boqrgelatj 
tin,d at pre~ent .oc~upy~ng the c011Ven~ formerly known by the, 
title of "Maison des deux amans," situated at the north-wes~ 
fnd ,.of the town; on the mAter side' the Saon; . 

This institutioI). has been able to maintain its former celebrity, 
an,d is nu,mcrousl y attended b9th by natives and foreigners, 

AlJ)ong the proper, literary societies I must first ~ntioJl the 
({ Athlwee," or, as .it will next be, called, " Academie de Lyons," 
which reckons among its melUb.er~ a number of ,cQusiderahlll 
parnes. For example Bl.\,onaparte, Fleurieu, Laceped~) Jussiett, 
Correa de l;t: Serra, Lalande, Gnmer; (at Jeni:1) Von Zach, 
an.d rqapy other!1, sta}ldam~mg its hOI).OrafY memb"rs., A se­
se~ond)itera)'y so(:iety is tlle" S9ci~t~ libre d'Agriculture, His:r 
toire NatureUe .et Arts Vtiles ;" and lastly" tM " Soci~te de 
Med,ecine," from .w\1iuh ,of late, gr~at hope:,. have" been, ell": 
tertalIled. " 

}<'Ol' t~e relitl of t}16. sl)ffering p091' is found' in Lyons tha 
" H9splce des MJ11(l.qe,g . .': int<;> whjch natives awl strangers al'e 
received without distinction, and with. which is united an institu­
tion,f?" prlfgnant women, and,an-otherf9dunatic$'.; .but they all 
stand III 'need 'of much improvement. Here is also a "Hos .. 
pic::e des Vieillards et Orphelius;', for the l'ec;~ptionof the aged 
'''Yhu .are ab~~,sev.enty.~ for orphans, or destitute chil~ren, until 

"the age of slxteen; and for pregnant girls who have been se-
\ 
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duced. The funds of both theseho8pitals are said to be :very" 
consIderable; but the internal tegulatjoils are, llpon the whole, 

( not to be recommended. With the "l\ospicedes Mahides" is 
united the school for medicine and surgery, whicli'appear~ to· be 
particularly devoted to the formation of surgeons for the 
army. 

A third hospital is known by the name of U Dep6t de ¥el\­
.dicite ;" here beggars, lunatic, and othel' persons are :idinit:. 
ted and supplied 'with either labonr or medicine, as their infir­
mities require. r.qlis hospital is ncitw~ll spoke~1 I,)f: ,~t is sup­
ported by the pnbhc. The" Bureau de Blenfalsance appe!lrs, 
·however, much better tegl.llated by the prefect. Its incolue iii 
derived from balls, concerts, theatres, &c. and it . supplies above 
eight thQusand poor with wood, bread, meat, &c. This insti-

. tution must ilOt be confoi.mded with the I( Institution de Bilm­
faisance,'~ this· being a private unilertakiagby tw·o physicians'; 
their names are Dalivet and Clerc; and they are always gratis 
at the servi~ of the poot, the pregnant;. or the ~ick. 

The " ~stablissemerit de Bienfaisance" is; another private in­
stitution, which owes its 0tigin to the ag,ficultural society: here 
the poor in general, imd Lyonese returning to their country, 
may receive assistance: tlie Rumf0rd SQUP is also served here. 
:Besides these are some " Maisons de la Charite," in which the 
!lick of the four quarter.s are attended by the sieurs de la- mise. 
Jecorde. With one of these a sohool is united, where female 
'children are -taught reading, writing, drawing, needle-work, knit. 
ting~ &c free of expence. . 

fil1ally, I must mention a " Bureau de Vaccine," undertaken 
by Doctors Briou and Bellay; to whom mankind are indebted 
for the introduction of this valuable discovery; and Doctor 
Blanc's laudable private institution for lunatics. (Aux cidevant 
RecoUets montee <Ie Fourvieres). 

With respect to the pllblic convel'iietu;:e or security, my atten .. 
tion has been directed to the" Bureau d'avis et d'Adresse;" 
two f~ Bureaux -d'Assura:nc~contre les InGendies;" several" Bu­
reaux generaux d'Agence;" 'f Bureaux oelt Nourrices;" and .. 
one " Petite Poste." 

The public papers are HAffiches~ AltnOnCes, et Avis divers de 
Lyons,'~ quarto, ptiblished by the Bureau d'Avis et d'Addresse-­
Nouvelles dg Palfis et de I.yons, octavo; a S0ft of country paper 
half filled with advertisements-Journal de Lyons, octavo; l\ 
very poor provincial paper-Almanack de Lyons, octavo; ~n 
.unnu!J.-I paper.:..-An . .Address Calendar, perhaps the best In. 
France, anq with which 1 think it time to conclude a letter Oll 

:n ~ 
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Ii' place ,\'he~e I have not been more than eight days; to-mor .. 
row I shall rise with the firs~ dawn of d!lY1 and set out direct 
'for ,l\1arseill~s~ , 

LETTER IV. 

pEPARrURE FRoM",J.YOl'iS,-,.MORNING.-VALE OF ST. 81M .. 

P;HORIEN .-¥lLDERTE,;MPERAM"ENT AND F~l\I En. VEG:f;TA .. 

IT!ON.-nENNE.-Co:rE RO'l'lE,--.,-ST. V,ALIEq..-Al:' .. 

PROACH '1'0 THE PROVINCE.-HERMITAGE • ....,-!SERE·-.. 

~ALENCE,- MONTELIMAlt.-THE ,ORIGINAL.-SOUTH .. 

~RN Apt ANP VE9ET4T~ON ,AlqUV,A~ OfF AVIGNON. 

AVIGNON, 1{ovl!mber 1803. 

ON one of tbe finest evenings in autumn, I arrived here, and 
found nothing but joy and festivity. The weather is as mild 
~nd charming as with us at the end of August"; the gnats 
are sp,orting in large co'mpanies round the candle i, an~ as s,up~ 
per wlHnot be ready for an hour, I shall pass that time In fimslJ .. 
lllg my letter; . , ' 

, Foi' the first league after we left Lyons every thing wore th~ 
vestiges of ,vinter: the trees were covered with a light snow, 
ponds with a pellicle of ice, and a thick 'fog waved over the dreary 
plain. But scarcely had we de8cende,d the elevations ~of, St. 
Silllphorien than we experienced a milder temperature, The 
fog was dissipated, the sun broke forth from the clouds and dis:' 
~overed to Ii'S a'landscape embellished with the bright glow of 
autumn. The trees yet retained theil' apparel; the meadows 
were still adarlled with the freshest green; a pure balsamic 
breeze mingled, with the melody of innumerable birds, aQ­
nounced our approach to a southern region: Thus encompas­
sed wi~h fertility we reached the little southern tOWI) of Vienn~: 
on one side of us flowed the Rhone; mid on the other stood 
high mountains. The house at which we alighted was but a 
pODr'one; the prospect of the terr'ace, however, unexpectedly 
fine. A rich and pictur~sque vi~w ~variegated with hill and 
dale, adorned the OppOSIte shore! the place is called Cote 
Rotie, where a full southel'n snn matures the choicest wines; 
amOIJg, which the white condrieux, and the red ampuis, are th/:: 
most est~emed, and constitute the chief support of Vienlle. 
As the antiquities of this place have been so frequently describe4 
I pass them QVtT; qhserving only, that the b~aqtifulobelisk 
serves for thep,illarof the department, and is still decorated on 
the top with' a cap pf liberty. AltholJgQ the country round 
Vi~nne is so fine,' and the suburbs so pleasant, yet the town 
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itself maybe reckoned muong th~ ugliest in all France. We 
PJoceeded through channing quays by the ,Rhone, and along su­
perb mountains until the evening, and arrived in good time at 
St.'VaBier. The accent was already somewhat provincial, and 
the wine brought in provIncial jugs. The food we' f()und for 
the first time dressed in oil, and the beds elevated several feet. 
above the floor. The French cOlltume appeared to combat the, 
provincial; and the lovely daughter of the hostess wag full of 
rustic auimation. We were served with hermitage at three livres 
a botik, which was by no me::ms of a bad quality. Weleft 
this flourishing town the next day at noon. The hill where this, 
fiI).e beverage is made lies at the backQf Tuin. The surface 
consists' of 'excavated granite, upon which the sun lies nearly 
the whole day. Besides thi~, each vine being placed ill an ex­
cavation. where the sun's rays are conce1ltrated, it naturallv 
produces a very highly spirited wille. The name iii> de'i:ived frOlU 
a little chapel which stands on the point of its acclivity. 

-A league beyond here we were badly ferried over the !ser. 
We found both banks of the river covered with high beds of 
gravel, which are brought and left there by the strong streams 
coming from the mountains when' they, produce floods. From 
here to Valence the country was 1,.IIlc:;olUmonly bare, until we 
neady' approached the tovVn, when it became suddenly again 
very plea:~ant. The vegetation was as verdant as it usually is in 
tp.e'sourthern parts of Germany about dIe beginning of qcto­
ber. To tij,ture travellers I should wish to recommend the 
" Hotel d'Angleterre,"in the suburbs. 

Having in the afternoon passed a fine bridge over the Drone. 
we continued our way through a romantic country, and reacheq. 
l\1ontelimar towards evening. Here I had an opportunity of 
seeing at the table of the landlord a perfect original, whom I 
I>hall describe to you a lhtle more minutely. He was aweU­
conditioliedelderly man; one of those short and stout persons 

"so selqomfound in J1'rance: he had a circular copper-coloured 
face; a pair of small blue eyes, quite r~und; a most hidiously 
long and large nose; and lastly, a mouth full Of large teeth, 
which opened ne~r1y from one ear to the other. His dress con­
lIisted of an old~ff\shioned blue coat, with mother of pearl but­
tons; waistcoat and small clothes of red plush, and immensely. 
large military boots. I -have never yet seen so formidable au 
eater i with perfect c()l1venience ,he swallowed 110t less than 
three pounds of meat and fish, and about double the quantity of 
bread and cheese., J imagine he 'mLlst have dra,nk proportion­
ably of wine; as he was incessantly ordering, his bottle to be re~ 
plenished. I conjecture~, from his whqle app~arl;luce, that he. 
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had been formerly a military surgeon; and found, upon cnquirYi 
that I was not mistaken. . . . 

A league behind ~ontelimar we descended into a fine val. 
ley, "and soon perceived a strikin,g change ~n the tempe~at·"tre· and 
vegetation, and were refreshed by a still pur~r, 1DiIl~er, and 
more salubriQus air; while a number of southern plants, brush· 
wood, pines, granMe trees, and acacias, were,· for the fi~st 
time, visible in the fulness of their beauty . 
. . But these charming scenes rapidly vanisbed, and gave place 
to desolate mOllntains and tracts of gravel, exposed to the full 
Tals of the sun. S?on, howeve:, were we greeted by the ~rst 
ohve tree, and the plCtutesque rUlIlS of Montqrngon; and havmg 
passed through Orange, which, like a friendly island in the 
oceaD, bloorlls and vegetates in the midst of this stony wild~r. 
ness We finally entered Avignoll, which extends itself, in th~ 
midst of a well-cultivated li!l1dscape~ alon~ the ballks of tht; 
,Rhone. . 

LETTER V. 

AVlGNON ROBBERS.-ANECDOTES AND PARTICULARS.­

THE MOSCOVITE.-THE LADY.-THE GASCON.~THE 
SWEDE.-THb: ITALIAN.-LIST OF PASSENGEl'tS.-THE 

AUfHOR'S HA~Pl:MESS.-THE DURANCI'.-ORGON.-AR~ 
RIVAL AT MARSElJ.LES.-FIRST IMPRESSION.-PA.RTl .. 

CULARS. 

MARS:£ILL:£S, November 1803. 

I J-Iave at last, my dear friend, reached my first winter sta­
tion, and what is saying very much indeed, withollt being rob· 
bed. In Avignon everyone was filled with apprehension and 
terror on account of some robbers who had lately made their 
appearance in its vicinity. They had already plundered the 

. mail, but had for spme days shewn no inclitlation to attack the 
diligence. It was even said that there had been papers posted 
up, demanding from each passenger a loan of two' guineas; 
threatening death in case of a refusal. The conversation ran-on 
this subject during the waole evening:; and, among other sub· 
jects of a similar nature, the .1ll1l11ero-us robberies in 1799 
and 1800, were introduced. '. . 

About tbis pe,riod t?e r(jbb~rs1?ecame so daring that sC:;lrcely 
a . week passed ill whIch they did not make several attacks. In 
vain the diligences were attended by gensdarmes; in vain were 
sevetal soldiers placed on the tops of the coaches; the banditti 
appeared in numbers, 'Which always secured them the victory; 
nOf) as it is said, was' it in the powe.r of the government to stop 
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their de.pred~tio.ns without coming to. a compromise with them, 
0.1' employing large detachments o.f cavalry incessantly to P:l­
'teole., At first they only took the pilbFo money, aria gave not 
the least offence to. the strangers, unless they 0ppo5ed them, or 
were susp~cio.uspersoll's;. the~ were, on the c~mtrarYr UnC?lU­
manly pohle, and apo.Io.glzed' to. the females for havmg gwen 
them the trouble of alighting. ' 

When, however,- the diligences cnrried no mOle public mO­
ney, these robbers began to. plunder the, passengers not only of 
money, but of whatever valuables they might possess; aft~r 
which they always returned to each person seven livres fGr the 
'~xpences of the day, and careftilly observed the rout· each tOGk. 
This was certainly a genero.sity and co.nslckration worthy of 
notice. 

From, tl1c number of anecdotes which this period afforde~,. I 
shall just relate you the following. , 

Once, having stopped the diligence in which were several 
gentlemen anti one lady, they, as u~\Ial, robben thc,gentlemell': 
when the tllrn came to the lady; "Comment, Messieurs," said 
she, with a confidential tone and an admil;able presence of mind, 
"Des'Francarsinsulteroient-ils une femm'e?" "Surelv not," 

~ . , ~ 
was the answer ;-" N ous ne vOlllons.que vous embrasse. '-They 
kept their word, and the lady was not robbed. , 

Another time, when the diligence was robbed, there hap­
pened to be a Swede in it, Who sain, with much sang froil), 
to the robbers, when they applied to hilli-" Je suis etrallge!,~ 
Messieurs ~ J e voyage ~ous la sallvegarde,de Ia loyaute Franc;;aise." 
They demanded his pass; and having 'follndit accurate, said to 
hiin, with much easy politeness, "Moritez, Monsieur! Vous 
'ne payez rien," , 

On another occasion, a merchant from Toulouse was traveI­
ling in the diligence, who had four t~ollsand Iivres of gold about 
him. When he was to have alighted, he heJd a sinall purse of 
counterfeit coin to the robbers, ;laying,," Had you but came ,,3 

quarter of an hour sooner therewete a th'ousand louisd'ors in it." 
The (C' bedi qllan:le d'ure," (petit, quart d'hetire) tog¢ther with 
the ch.::at put on th'e c rohbers,' made the \vhole company laugh, 
and ' the thieves retired' satisfied. One' more characteristic of 
the nation I must yet ~ention.' An ItaliaiI had sewed 'his mo­
ney under his arms; but had kept in hi!;! poc~et a purse appa~ 
rently full of louis d'ors : when the carriage was. stopped, he ' 
o-ave his purse to the robbers, beo-ginO' only to retain as m~lch as 
l:> l:> l:> "1 would bear his expencesto Nizza. "By all mea?s,. w,as t I; 
answer; " but you will have the goodness to take It In SlIver: 
By this method, the Italian ob\ained from the. robbers twenty· 
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four crowns in silver, instead of a purse full ot. whist, markertf, 
at most not worth above ten or twelve livres. 

Not lesftjudiciolls were the com:eptions of m~tiy other travel­
lers on the some occasiOll. One, for example, dropped his 
money in the window frame; another hung it on a ~lOok near tke 
door· one hid his louis d' or in an apple, and another in a loaf ~ 
some' bound them round the bodies of their dogs, and ·others 
concealed them in the heads of their canes. 

The robbers and robberies occupied our attention until we' 
had finally no more to say, ano retired to rest. Eacb hastened 
to pack the principal part of his money in his trunk:. thus pre­
pared fot the worst we recommenced our journey on t~e follow .. 
ing morning, and passed the most danger ObiS plaG:€s witboNt hear''' 
ing any thing of the robbers . 

. We soon reached the Durance, on whose banks we perceived 
thick layers of gl',avel; among which, upon ~xamination, we dis.­
.covered many variolites and fragl'nents of granite,. porpbyry, 
sienna, &c. It is easily to be conceived that they are brought 
here from the Alps of Datlp~ine, and left by the violent fiood$ 
of the Durance. . 

The following three leagues to Organ bore all the marks of 
provincial sterility; for only in the vicinity of Orgar is the ground 
better cultivated. We soon; however, descended into the rich 
valley of· Aix, which we left behind. us, together with Ie Pill 
Albertras, &c. and proceeded to the last hill, .from which we 
passed on in a direct line tC)wards the ,coast. It is called the 
Vista, and commands at once a view of the fine gulph,.andlux­
urious vale Of Marseilles. 

Among innumerable country seats, and gardens full of the 
most vivid vegetation, w~ flew on to Marseilles. A peculiar' 
mixture of E,uropean and Oriental forms, of southern and east­
~rn fruits, of maritime and inland industry, annQunced to us, 
even at the very gates, our entrance into a great trading city. 
We tumed to the left down a large street, and discovered,by 
the glimmer of the setting sun, the haven crowded with vessels. 
The swaUows were fluttering in joyful circles; and every where 
resoul}ded notes of music and cheerfulness. Every thing Was 
animated and. lively; every thing full of southern festivity and 
elegance. 
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LETTER VI. 

.MARSElLLES.-SITUATION AND SURVEY OF THE TOWN.-­

GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION.-OL.!) AND NEW TOWl'IS, 

- REGULAR DIVIS.ION.- STHEETS. -CJ,EANLINESS.­

LIGHTING.-PUBI,IC BUILDINGS.-PUBLtC rLACES.­

ARCHITECTU HE. - HAVEN. - OBSERVATIoNS. - PRO.­

PECT AND PLAN OE THE TOWN. 

HAVING !Ui<::ended an elevation for the purpose of viewing 
the town and surrounding ~cenery, I could easily see that Mar­
aeilIes is situated in a vale surrounded with mountains, opening 
on the west side towards'the sea, into which the southern moun-

'tains slope and form the beautiful gulph of Marseilles, whose 
. hack or northern part cOl1stitutes the roads. From this point 
of view it is perceivable that the town is built in the form of a 

. horse-shoe, round which the haven extends; also that the 
,northern side contains the most buildings, and is elevated above 
the rest. Its situation is 23° l' 45"E. long. 43° 17' 43" N. lat. 
and its population,accordil1g to a French COlnt Calendar, 
amounts to 90,412 inhabitants. Upon descending into the town, 
it is found to be divided into two parts, the old town (ville vieilIe) 
and the new town (les quar~iersneufs); the one extends itself in 
a sloping direction towards the haven, and the other SQuth and 
east, towards the same ·point. The streets are less compressed. 
The former appears to be a perfect labyrinth; but the latter 
is distinguished for its regularity. Both, however, are .well 
planned, and form three principal streets, ou~ of which an iunu­

.merable number of small ones run towards the haven. The 
chief streets of the old tOWII tun from east to west, and arli 
illtersectecl'by sm!~ner ones, running from north to ~outh; the 
chief streets of the new town run from llorth to south, and the 
intersected streets 'vice '()ersa.· '.f 

The streets of the old town are, for the greaterpat;t, narrow, 
steep, full of angles, badly paved, and filled with meau.look­
illghouses. The streets of the new town are, on the· contrary, 

. perfectly straight, and adorned with handsome buildings and fine 
pavements; . the former is chiefly occupied by: the lower, and 
the latter by the higher classes. TIle old town is the most popu­
lous, bunhe new is preferred, L!eing more quiet .and clean. rl'~ti! 
110 much execrated passoil',sare'every where abohshed, and pub!tc 

l'HicHER.] c 
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« lieux d'aisance" introduced in these places. Only the 
principal streets arc excellently lighted in the old town. 

H ere are but few public buildings which deserve mention: 
I shall therefore only just notice the Hotel de Ville, or th~ COll­
siO"ne; the church of the ci-devant Precbeurs ; the llew }\sh-hall 
al~d the, Theatre, they having aU' been circumstantially described 
by Fisch. Of the fine abbey of St. Victor, and thebeautifol 
Gothic church known, by the name of les AccouJes, nothing now 
remains but the ruins. Both were demolished during the 
revolution. 

There are many public places, but only three of much repute; 
the Place Castellane, St. Fen'eol, and de Ia Comedie. ,Within 
the last four years t~e rampart~ haye been levelled and laid ont 
in plantations, hy which the former suburbs now form a part of 
the town. The manner of building the houses approaches to 
the oriental; the roofs being mostly fiat, they are used for tet'­
races. ' The houses are htill more remarkahle for their large square 
domes, thrC9ughwhose windows the inner part receives light, 
aud for'the perforated chimnieh, which are so genel"ally introduced 
on account of ' the frequent and violent mistral. 

The haven is of a cllbic form, measuring 450 toises by 130. 
It is capable of containing goo ships; is sheltered fl'O)11 all winds, 
and inclosed with excellent quays. But from the great quantities 
of filth which flow into it ii"om the variOllS manufactories, it is 
much to be feared. that, notwithstanding the ,dragging machines, 
'it will becomeullnavigableiulllauy places. The entrance is guarded 
by two forts, that of St. Jean and that of St. Nicolas. Whether 
the newly 'projected haven at the back of the old one will succeed, 

,appears, at presellt, very doubtful. V iews of the tower and 
bavell have been published by Barnet; and plans published 
in 1783 and go, by HoulJet aud Guimet; besidc8 which there 
are pf the latter many anonymous. A Ilew sketch is now pre-

'paring, and will probably, in six or seven weeks, be completed. 

LETTER VII. 

CLIMATE OF ~IARSElLLES.-ltF.MAHKS l'PO:-l TH E WINTE"RS 

FRO"I 1796 TO 180S,-?IlEV ALE;";T WI 0 nS.-RElHARKS 

UPON THE MISTRA,"S, AND Tim MEDICAL QUAL1TIES OF 

THE' CLIMATE. 

ilfARSEILU;S, December IS0.'3. 

WARMTH and aridity, l:nited with a pure llnd salubriol\S 
air, copstitute the chief l ql\a1ities of the climate of this place. 
The thermometer 'Stal\ds in summ'er, almost invariably, between 
21-£5 deg. and i.s regulariy acc?mpanied by a flllfl'eshing gar-
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bin or sea-wind, which blows from ten in the morning till ~jx in 
the evening. In winter the cold usually rises ouly frolll 2-3, 
seldom from 5-6, and 1I0t -once ill a century to 8-9 deg. In the 
first case it continues only a few days, and in the last only a few 
hours; so that JIS a rule, a very pleasant temperature may be 
calcul::ted at 6-1'2 deg. warmth.-The mean height of the ba­
rometer is 98 inches 1 line .. Its greatest changes, during thl} 
whole year, are only 1 inch 3 lines. 

The spring, with the exception of the equinoctial sea.son arId 
a few rainy days, is inexpressibly pleaS!\l1t. The mild am! lovely 
autumn extends far into November, and even sometimes into De­
cember. The three weeks subsequent to the winter solstice are ra­
ther cold and rainy; but at the elld of January, the whole winter 
is properly ended. Nothing ill the climate can be really called 
unpleasant, lHlt the cold mistral or nortlHvest wind; When 
at its greatest height, it lasts generally from three to six, nine, 
or fourteen days; but very rarely three weeks. This is ouly ge­
neral. I shall subjoin some particlllars drawn -from the register: 
of the learned Thulis, director of the public observatory*. 

To commence then ,,,ith 1796. In this year were reCk01.1ed 
45 rainy days aLld 5'2. stormy oues ;-11 foggy days, and 94 per-, 
fectly clear and serene i-perfectly gloomy, -±4 ;--cloudy, 92,7 ;­
three times FRosT;-nve times SNOW;-sevt'1l times thunder 
storms. The quantity of raia, 1 Sinches 8 lines g.--The state of 
the barometer, 28 incbes (j Jine~ 8; the lowest, '27 inches .'llineS 
5.-The highest ~.tate of the thermometer, £:3 d(~g. :J above 0 ; 
the lowest, 5; the highest degree of humidity, 16° 0'. 

The calculatiun in 17D7 was as follo\\'s :-7'2 rainy, 43 stormy, 
3 foggy, 59 perfectly serene, £'2 quite gloomy, and '264 cloudy 
days. I;rost four Lmes; snow twice; hail twice; and thunder 
fonrteen times. The quantity of rain was £5 inches 6 lines g. 
The highest state of the barometer, go inches 7 lines 9; the 
lowest, 'Z7 inches 5 line,S 4·. The highest state of the thermo­
meter, 2.6 deg. 5 above 0; the lowest, 4 deg. below O. The 
highest state of the higrometer, 5f) deg-. 9; the 10weHt, 13 deg. o. 

In the year 1798, 45 rainy days, £0 stormy, 10 foggy, 107 
quite serene, 5'2 quite o'loomy, soG cloudy, 1 frosty, and 2 

. snowy, were computed; '2 thunder storms; hail twice. The 
quantity or fallen raill, £4 incbes 4 lilles G. Highest state of the 
barometer,Q8 inches 6 lines g. Highest state of the thermome­
ter, '13 deg. 4 above 0; lowest, 0 I. Highest aridity, 69 deg. 5; 
greatest humidity, I I deg. o. 

In 1800, 59 rainy days; 29 stormy; 5 foggy; 78 perfectly 
fine; 28 perfectly glooll1Y; Q05 cloudy; hosty 14,; and snowy 

'" The deg;recs of the tlwnnoll1ctrr are by Reaumur. The height of 
tile barometer above the sea is 23 toise" 1 line 5. 

t '2 
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1 ". once hall and nine thunder storms. Fallen rain, 17 inches 
1 'line 7 . Highest state of the . barometer, £8 inches 6 lines 0 ; 
ldwest, 2.7 inches 3 lines 3. Highest state of the ~hermometer, 
27 .deg~ !2 above 0; lowest,6 deg. 5 below O. HIghest state of 
the hygrometer, 69 deg. 5; lowest, ~£ deg. o . 

. In 1801, were computed 49 ramy days; £9 stormy; 10 
foggy' {)6 quite serene; 99 quite gloomy; 107 cloudy; 3 frosty; 
'S sno~y' 8 thunder storms; no~ hail. Fallen rain, ] 'Z inches 
5;linf>s 2.' Highest state of the barometer, £8 inches (j lines 3 ; 
lowest 27 iilches 3 lines 7. Highest state of the thermometer, 
£4 deg. !2 above 0; lowest, 1 deg. 3 below 9. Greatest aridity, 
70 deg. 0; greatest humidity, l~ deg. o . 
. In 1802, were computed 49 raillY days; 22 ~tormy; 1 foggy; 

109 quite serene; 46 quite gloomy; 120 cloudy; 13 frosty; 3 
snowy; rio hail; 7 thunder storms. Fallen rain, 19 inches II 
lines 7. Highest state of barometer, 28 in~hes 11 lines 2; . 
lowest, 27 inches 1 line 8. Highest state of the thermome­
.ter, 29 deg. 9 above nothing; lowest, 1 deg. 1 below O. 
~ighest state of hygrometer, 61 deg. 7; lowest, 8 deg. O. . ' 

In 1803, 65 rainy days; 136 stormy; 0 foggy; 107 qUIte 
clear; 37 quite gloomy; Hl5. cloudy; 15 frosty; .3 
snowy; no hail; 5 thunder storms. Fallen rain, 25 inches 0 lines 
3: Highest st~te of barometer, £8 inches 5 lines 7; lowest 
26 inches 11 lines £. Highest state of thermometer, 29 deg. 
above 0 ; lowest, 4 deg. 6 below O. Highest state of hygro­
meter, 69 deg. 7; lowest, 0 deg. 3. 

From the cOplmencement of November to the end of March 
tlle north~west wind, and the west-north-west, blow the most, 
frequently. In April, these winds give place to the south-east 
and south-west; which are ruling winds from June to the end 
of October. The north-west, and the west-north-west, always 

. bring fine clear weather; tbe south-soutb-east, and the west­
sDuth-west, bring in the ,winter montbs always ,rain. Among 
the warm winds the south-west, and amongst the cold ones, the 
north-west, are both equally unpleasant; the one producing 
an enervating warmth, and the other a cutting and penetrating 
c~ld. Saussur~ has \:entured a presumption on t~e d.urability 
of th~ latter wmel, whIch I cannot· forbear commumcatlllg . 

. It IS .well known that the mistral, or north-west wind, is' per. 
celved m all the lower provinces, alld ill Lower LanO'uedoc, 

. h' I!> WIt more or less force, all the seasohs of the year, and with 
~very variation of the atmosphere. This is explained by Sans­
sure in the following very probable hypothesis*. He tjr~t di­
J'ecb the attel)tioll to the situation of the Gulph of Lyons, in (Ir 

;\' VOlag;c~ dalls le~ A.lpes. Tom III. ~dit. in4to pag. 407. 5uiv. 
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'>. Jarge hollow, circumscribed by the Alps and the Pyrenees. 
Every wind between north and west rebounds from.these moun­
tains, and plunges into the gulph :-thus, when several winds 
(as is often the case) come in contact with each other, they ne­
ce~sarilJ produce the whidwinds particularly appropriate to the 
mIstral. -

A second reason Saussure adduces from the general inclina­
tion of the coasts inclosing the gulph. They ,all diverge too 
much towards the sea, from .which the cold 'winds pour with. 
increased facility towards this lowest and warmest point, and cause 
a current which increases il1 power from the circumference, 
direction, and depth of the gulph. But enough. on the origin 
of the mistral. I shall now proceed to the medical propertielt 
of the climate of Marseilles. 

The clit'nate of this place appears much conducive to health. 
Nothing is to be seen but tall fine athletic forms, and a conti~ 
nually increasing population. Notwithstanding the frequent ex­
cesses of the people, the middle age is reckoned at thirty, and 
persons frequently attain sixty or seventy. . Btlt whoever :visits 
Marseilles for. the restoration of his health, must nO,t forget 
that the climate is alone beneficial for-Nervous diseases; and 
on account of its invaria.ble sharpness, al ways-dan~erous for 
, Pectoral ones! ' 

LETTER VIiI. 

DOMESTIC ECONOMY AT MARSEIl,LES.-13READ.-WATER. 

-OIL.-MI L[{.-~rEAT.-VEG ETABLES.-FTSH,-FRUJT~ 

-WIN E.--SWE ETiVI EATS.-BEER.-SPI [{ (TS.-LODGING. 

-FIRING.--l)ltf.SS.-PARTlcULC\R ESTIMATES AND RE-

MARKS • ...:.-ADVICE TO TRAVELT,E!~S. 

l\iAnsEILLES, December 1803. 

I N the present letter I will iupart to you some infonnatioD on 
the domestic economy of this place; knowing, from experience, 
how pleasant it will be for the distant reader and future traveller. 
You must expect nothing cheap; tllOse times hav~ long paSsed. 
Marseilles is, on the contrary. a very expensIve resIdence; 
but 1 will go i·nto particulars, that you may set' ill' what manner 
persons live here. The bread is as fine as can be produqed by 
the rich meadows of LanO"uedoc and the Levant, and the pound 
cost this winter till,'ee SOllS~ The \vater is but,tolerable; i.u some 
places bad, as it carries more or leos ciay\yith it. The b'estfl~\'Ving 
srrillgs are in the upper parts, of the old town; an~ ,those III th~ 
baveu drawn from them, are III the bClit repute. the beRt 011 
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costs thirty sous; the second sort twe~lty ~ and the comlllon for 
bUl'uiI1g, from twelve 'to fifteen.-MIlk IS scal"ce and. dear for 
those who cannot use goat's milk. , 

':Fhe meat is very good; particularly the mutton and lamb; 
which is, distinguished' by a peculiar delicacy and tender­
ness. The pork too is much praised; the provincial hams and 

. " saucissons" are extolled by every French epicure. A pound of 
beef costs, at present, ten so us, ' of mutton twelve, pork sixteen, 
lamb fourteen, and veal twenty-four. 

The most esteemed fish is the chad, and a sort of perch; the 
best sort costs froJll twenty to four and twenty sous a pound; the 
common from ten to fifteen. Amollg the maritime fishes, the 
tunnies are much valued, particularly tllOse frol11 St. Tropez; 
where the preparation is 'best understood. The finest soft ('ost 
five livres a pound. .' 

Vegetables are plentiful throughout the year; but proportionably 
expensive, from the great consumption and difficulty of conveyance. 
A small bundle of cauliflowers costs from twelve to fifteen sous; 
one head of celery, two; a handful of spinage, seven; the 
same of parsley, three sous, &c. 

Fruits, both exotic and indigenous, are very abundant. Of . 
. the indigenpus, I mention only the fig, almond, plum, and grape. 
Of the exotic, those c01ning from Italy and the Levant. A 
pound of the best Marseilles figs c,osts twelve so us ; of the best 
unshelled almonds, ten ;. of French plums, twelve, and a pound 
of the choicest grapes,ten sous. " 

Oranges and pomegranates are imported from Spain; those 
from Hyercs'and Nizza having a roughness ill the flavour. From 
Italy they receive chesllUts, apples, raisins, &.c. From thd 
Levant, dates a~d pistachios. When sold at a moderate price~ 
two pomegranates, or oranges, cos-t three or four sous; a pound 
of Gelloese chesnuts from eight to ten SOliS ; half a dozen Ge­
no.ese apples from three to four; a chest of dates from twenty to 
thIrty; a: pound of pistachioes from thirty-five to forty sous, &'c. 

The common provincial wines are rather cheap: a bottle, two 
years old and very palatable, may be had for four or fiye sous. 
That of five years old, refined and improved*, costs from nine 
to twelve sous. Finer provincial wines, such as Cassis, JYlalguu, 
'&c'. are sold at from two to three livres. Other French wines, as 
~ro~tignac, Condrieux, Hermitage, Burgundy, &c. from two to 
SIX hvres, Spanish wines, as Til1to, Xeres, Malaga, Alicanta, 
&.c. Italian and Sicilian, as Syracusian; Greciau, as Cyprus; 
may also be had here pure and unadulterated, but not under the 
high price of from five to ten livres. 

Among the liqueurs I mention only the IlUile de jasmin, as 

." This is done in the wine conntries by tl.e addition of a sl'perior sort of 
'YIIl€:. 
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being certainly the best. Among the preserves, the oran~es 
deserve the most attention. Mineral water they receive 
from Lyons. The beer is prepared well, and in large quantities, 
by German brewers.-A bottle of llUile de jasmin costs three 
livres. The same of (artificial) Seltzer water; ten sous; a pot 
of preserved oranges, six livres; a bottle of beer, twelve 
sons, &c. , 

Lodgings, 'firing, and apparel, may, with certainty, be 
reckoned the most expensive articles in Marseilles. A moderate 
room costs 36 livres per month;, a small floor from 6 to 700 
yearly. A great-coat, of decent cloth, costs four louis d'ors; 
and of the finest, seven. -4 hundred weight of oak timbeJ:, 
three livres; the same of fir, thirty-five sous.-But it is now time 
to say a few words for the benefit of travellers or strangers. 

Whoever intends to stay any time in Marseilles, and is not 
offended by the bustle of a hotel, I.advise to board here at 
the Hotel de l'Ambassadeur, where the expence is from ten 
to twelve livres daily. Those who, on the contrary, prefer re­
tirement, would do well to seek their assistance of their banker, 
who, with ease, can recommend them to board in a private family. 
Those who merely want a room, and board either from home, or 
provide for themselves, may find numerous accommodations for 
forty or forty-eight livres per month. For this purpose the 
Rue de Rome, and the green aIleys de Meilhan, are the must 
desirable situations. 

LETTER IX. 

SOC! ETY AT 1"IARSEl LLE~.- THEATRE. - BA LLS.-CON-­

CERYS.-€LUBS.-CIRCU'LATIl\G LIBRARIES AND MUSIC. 

-PROMENADES ,IN THE TOWN.-TIlE COURSE.-PAR­

TICULA,RS 'OF THE FLOWER-MARKE'r.-':THE QUAY ST. 

J EAN.-REPRESENTATION.-TH E TOURETTE.-HI5TORl­

CAL REMARKS.-THE WHARF OF ST. NICOLAS.-PROME­

N AD£ AT THE BACK OF THE FORT.-ROAD TO THE FORT 

NOTRE DA.IE DE LA GARDE.- VIEW.- ALLEYS DE 

MEILHAN. 
MARSEILL"ES, JI!1LUary 1804. 

Do not be concerned, my dear friend, for fear you should 
want amusement· at Marseilies, believe me you will be well 
sati8fied on this 'point. To commence then with the usual 
resou)'ses: you will find two theatres, the" G]'al1c1'l'be~tre" at~d 
the" Theatre de la Rue Thubal'eau." The former ullght vie 
with those of Paris; the latter is not much superior to a common 
one at the Boulevards. 
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The Illost celebrated pieces are got up at the Gra:nd Theatre, 
and are represented alternately with operas and ballads. The 
~I'formers are good; the singers no~ bad; the m~sici~ns skilful; 
the scenery fine; the costume (particularly the oneutal) correct 
and splendid; and dancers approach near to those of Paris. It 
is open every evening, and a stranger would do well to go aux 
secondes for three liv . 

. The Theatre Thubareau has much variety, little intriguing 
pieces, farces, and the like, such as are usually seen on the Boule­
vards theatres. Players, singers, mnsicians, scenery, and de­
corations, are all pretty much upon a par. They perform here 
also every evening; but it is not advisable to go othen'iise than 
aux.premiel'es for two livres; for, whoever wishes to study .low 
life and detail, I recommend, in particular, the broad comic 
farces giving in the provincial pathos . 

. Public balls, concert~, &c .. particularly in 'winter, are given 
almost daily. To the disgrace of :Mm'seilles, ther.e are no less 
than six or eight publ1c and licensed theatres. But I pass it 
over in silence, as I do the licentiousness of the place, which 
is already suiliciently known; and turn rather to the liveJy spirit 
of the inhabitants; the refined sociability of the higher classes; 
the hospitality of the German and Swiss houses, where every 
upright countrymal1finds the most cordial reception. Pru­
dence teaches me to avoid particulars; but the individl13ls will 
.ever live in my rel-nembrance. 

The" Union," and the" Club sans Pretension," both com­
posed of merchants; the latter mostly of Germans, Swiss, &c. 
form two very agreeable circles. Reading, conversation, social 
games, and occasionally a festive entertainment, are the chief 
objects of the meeting. The Union contains a pretty mercan­
tile library, and the best national newspapers. Bolh sccieties 
have a very pleasant place. of assembly, which is well warmed 
and li~hted. , ~'o be introduced into either company, nothing 
more IS reqlllsite than an address to one substantial house. 

A reading-room for journal8 and ne\\"spapers, united with a 
small c~rculating library, 11lay be met with I at the honest and in­
dustrious Vigier's, directly opposite Evrard's Hotel. Another 
of the same kind is kept by Michael, Rue St. FelTeol. Several 
circulating libraries are to be found upon the Course, but th~y 
contaiu few good books. The booksellers Chardon at the 
Cauebiere; Chaix, on the quay; St. Jean, and the- w~rthy Vi­
gier, have the' most novelties; the latter is to be recommended 
for the moderation of his prices. . Large and "Valuable works· 
m'lY be had of Mm~sy. . 

As proper promenades are no where to be fotmd, I can only 
spc:.k uf what resembles th~ the 1110~t. 111- the tOWII there is, 
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Jirst the Co'urse, an avenue, £16 toises in length, hounded on 
either ,side by roWs of houses; although it has been so much 
neglected during the revolution, it affords (from its populousness 
and. the number of its shops) at all times a pleasant lounge. 
At Its lower extremity, towards the Rue de Rome I is the flower:" 
market, which must not pass unobserved. The women who 
~ttend .it are distinguished from the rest of th~ lower class by a 
~ner dIalect, more gentle manuel'S, and superIor forms; they sit 
In two rows with their flowers set on large tables, which being 
rather cheap even in winter, almost every female appears on a 
Sunday with a natural bouquet. A large hunch of violets or 
narcissuses costs two or three sous; one of pinks four; of orange 
blossoms five or six. 

In addition to the flowers growing in Marseilles, many are 
brought in small vessels froln Toulon, Grape, Nizza, and' San 

• Remo; together with pinks for planting, rose-bus,hes, small 
lemon and orange trees, &c. from which a sort of botanical lux­
ury is collected. 

Other promenades are afforded by the quays, which, as wa,,> 
before remarked, enclose the haven like a hQrse-shoe, and which 
receive their names from the forts at the extremities: St; Jean: 
on the right hand, and 81. Nicolas on the left. 
- The former presents a scene of the most varied mercantile 

and maritime industry: while one side is crowded with cellars? 
booths, and shops one above another; the opposite side is thronged 
with large and small vessels. Here are rope-makers, and watch­
makers, goldsmiths and map-sellers, perfumers and pedlars, fruit­
women and fish-women, dealers in parrots and monkeys, haw-_ 
kers of pictures, &c. &c. indiscriminately jumbled together into one 
chequered mass. Here the ships arrive fro in Genoa with apples 
and chesnuts; from Toulon, Mallorka, and Frejus with oranges 
and sardels; barks with flowers, onions, and flax; feluccas from 
Nizza, Leghorn, and Bastia; vessels laden with wood frolI.l 
Hyeres, and Porto Ferrajo; and, finally, the great trading vessels ill 
West India produce to and from tbe.Levant, &c. Not without some 
difficulty a passage is forced through these busy crowds to ascencl 
the place St. Jean upon the Tourette, or old ranipart, which is 
a large terrace extending along the gulph from St . .J ean'g to the 
old cathedral churoh. Were it but planted with trees, and les3 
exposed to the full rage of the mistral, it might, from its pure 
air, and enchanting prospects, become one of the pleasantest 
walks in Marseilles; at present it is little frequented: 

The miserable fishing-huts which .enclose one SIde, afford a 
liistorical- curiosity worthy of remark. Their inhabitant-s are 
distinguished by their dress, language, and ~anners, from. all the 
people of Marseilles and the other provlllces, QU winch 34:-
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count they ,have been justly regarded as the descendants of the 
ancient Phenicians. It is highly probable that they were th~ 
first inhabitants of Marseilles; and that this sp'ot was its original 
scite, but it is supposed that the hills extended much farther into 
the gulph and the old tOWI1, from its extremity down to the ocean. 

Descending again from the Tourette, to pass by the Consigne 
across the haven, you land on the quay of St. Nicolas; which 
'is not without its peculiarities. Although the number of shops 
and the variety of mercantile and maritime occupations is here 
much less than on the opposite quay, still the loss is replaced by 
the greater number of magazines, dock-yards) public-houses full 
of sailors, corn-ships, colliers, and many other northern scenes 
by no means uninteresting to the stranger. At the end of the fort 
of St. Nicolas lies, on the right hand and on the left, the path to 
the newly planned walk behind it, which being' only a bare terrace, 
smoothed in the rock, deserves no particular attentiOl~ for any 
thing but for the fine prospect which it commands. Toward& the 
side, a steep open path leads up to the fort de Notre Dame de la 
Garde, whose height is computed at eighty-five toises: what from 

-the terrace cpuld be imperfectly seeu, namely, the town, the 
haven, the double chain of mOllntains, the gulph, surrounding 
conntrj, islands, and the elevated ocean, here breaks upon the 
sight like one grand amphitheatre, and may be clearly and dis­
tinctly seen. The fort itself is insignificant, not, having a single 
cannon; but'as it commands the whole tOWI1, every ship entering 
the gulph is announced there the town. 

Les Allees de Meilhan afford the third promenade. This is, 
properly speaking, the only one,where fresh air is united with 
something of rural tranquillity; on its left side lies the Course. 
The walks are broad, and the trees kept in good order; the 
houses, have a neat appearanc~, and do not impede the free 
circulation of air. Thus much of the 'walks within Marseilles; 
we shall next speak of those without the town. 

LETTER V. 

COUNTRY of MARSEILLES.-PARTICULAR WALKS.-tA 

lVIAGD ELAINE.- CARTHUSIAN.-VRAUNE VALE.- BAS­

TIDES, UENERAL AND PARflCULAR, VALUE AND USE, 

-EXCURSIONS.-MARSEILLES IlOYRE, &'c. 

" MARSEILLES, January 1804. 'V ALKS without tl!e town!" you exclaim 'with surprise; 
cc why the whole country is said to be nothing but a labyrinth of 
~arden walls." This assertion is much too positive. You will see 
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,hat here and there a pleasant walk is to be found. Immediately 
at the close of the Allees de Meilhan lie the promenade de Ia Mag-' 
delaine, and the fine Carthusian, both encompassed with channing 
scenery. On one side, towards Aubagne, lies a little valley, watered 
by the V raune, and enriched with fine meadows and trees' of 
the freshest green~ On the other side you haVl~ only to pass the 
first garden walls, and you are encompassed by flowery shrubs 
and fruitful vineyards. , Still it must be allowed, that these 
walks are to be preferred in the winter; the great want of shade 
rendering them almost insupportable in the summer: neither 
can it be denied, that, for the most part, tbe country is either 
~re and waste, or covered with" Bastides." 

A common bastide, and nine tenths are so, contains nothing 
more than a saloon, some small adjoining rooms, and two, yet 
smalle~; on the upper story. A few vegetables, vines, olive, 
almond, and fig-trees, constitute the requisites for a garden. A varied 
vegetation, shade, cool springs, and the hatmony of birds are 
dispensible Bastides, such as are met with in the romantic 
III::enery of Switzerland; bastides truly fitted for rural retirement, 
with comfortable convenient apartments, gardens filled with flow­
ers, cooling springs, and trees affording shade, are, alas! rarely 
to ,be found in Marseilles. The fineHt, how eyer, are to be seen, 
some aux Eygalades, others on the way to Toulon, lying along 
the coast, embosomed in ever-blooming freshness, and possessing 
~very advantage which a southern climate can bestow. , 
, A common one costs from 8 to 10,000 liv. a superior orle 

from 1£ to]5,000 liv. and one of the best from 24 to 30;000 liv. : 
the produce is tri~ing, and the expcnce frequently considerable; 
hut as the possession of one forms an appendage of fashionable 
life, the value is subject to little variation. Mally are used only 
a few days in the week, and others only a few weeks in the year. 
In this particular, even artisans ape their superiors, and at least 
hire lodgings at the hous~ of a peasant: in such cases" ma bas­
tide" soundR rather laughable. 

Those who are disposed to take all excursion of a few leagues, 
will find themselves recompensed by numerous interesting ob­
jects: the Grotte de Roland, for example, situated at the side 
of the mquntain, known by the name of Man;eilles Boyre; the 
Chateau Borelli Gemenos, St. Pons, Bdlombre, Albertras, 
Notre Dame des Anges, la ~t. Baume, &c. a discription of which 
has been given by Papon, although they are much changed 
during the last twenty years, and have suffered much from the 
revolution. Themountain, however, deserves particu!arnotice, by 
reason of its height, which amounts to '2,7 toises, alld its being used 
in war-time'as a beacon; on which account a small guard-house 
is placed 011 the summit. In the day ~l flag, and at night, il 
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lantern serve as signals. A red flag, with a flaming .light, has!ily 
covered, denotes danger; a white flag and steady lIght, securlty. 
The mountain is discernible, from the eastern and western ("oasts, 
at the distance of three leagues. It is almost superfhtou~ to add, 
that the naturalist will find ample scope for obs~rvatlOn, and 
collect numerous shells, fine plants, beautiful dendntes, &.c. &.c. 

LE'1'TER XI. 

INDUSTRY AND MERCHANDIZE OF MARSEILLES.-sTATE 

OF MANUFACTURES IN 1788 AND 1803.-STATE OF TRADE 

IN 1788 AND 1803.-0BSERVATIONS.-EXPORTATlONS 

AND IMPO~TATIONS.-PARTICULARS.-BILL TRADE.­

THE (;ONSULATE.-COMM UNICATIONS.-QUARANTINJll 

REGULATIONS OF MARsEILLES. 

MARSEILLES, January 1804 • 

. I N speaking of the labouring and merc:;l11tile resources of this 
place, nothing presents itself but melancholy contrasts. What 
trade! What manufactorie/ii prior to the revolution, and what 
a decrease! What ruin fifteen years subsequent! What Marseilles 

. was, what it might be, if favoured by circumstances, I shall 
€ndeavour to shew, and I hope satisfactorily. . 

Mamifactories.-In 1788 Marseilles contained the following 
manufactories :-soap-boilers, -41; hatters, 47; sugar-refiners, 
12; potteries, 10; china manufactories, 5; cotton-printers, 
1 i ; . silk stocking-weavers, '27; sail-cloth manufactories, 15; 
tapestry manufactories, 9; tanners, 2.0; Spanish-leather manu­
factories, 5; liqueur distilleries, 2,5; tobacco manufactories, 1; 
:starch ma,nufactories, 13; paper mills, 3 ; glass manufactories, 
6; brandy distilleries, 4; wax-light manufactories, 7; tallow­
chandlers, 9; vitriol manufactories,' 2; coral manufactories, 1; 
brimstone manufactories, 5; Smyrna-cotton dyers, 4; wo'ollen 
cap manufa,ctories, 3; dyers, 5; glovt' manufactories, .3; 
thread, silk, and worsted manufactories, 4; gold and silver stuff 
manufactories, g; Indian and cotton manufactories, 13. 

In 1803 there existed in a state of employ, soap-boilers, 
2"'; hatters, ;'30; sugar-refiners, 5; potteries, 6; cotton-printers, 
15 ; sjlk stocki!~g manu~a~tori~s, 1 ~; tapestry manufacto.ries 5 ; . 
tanners, 17 i lIqueur dlstillenes, 20; starch manufactories, 7 ; 
paper In,ill, 1; glass manufactories, 4; wax-liO"htmanufac­
tories, 4; brandy di~tillers, 5; tallow-chandler~, 6; vitriol 
;md brimstone lllanufactories, 4; Smyrna-cotton dyers, 7; 
woollen cap manufactories, 9; wine manufactories, 10; cot­
ton manufactories, S i tobacco manufactory" 1. 
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'Upon comparing the two estimates YOli will perceive, that the 
manufactories for china, gloves, Spanish leather, thread, silk, 
and gold and silver stuffs, are entirely sunk; that the others have 
~uffered more or less; and t11at only the manufactories for ,,,ine, 
dying Smyrna cotton, and making wollen caps, have increased: 
the two latter from the revolutionary fashion of wearing red caps; 
andJhe former, because the well managed provincial* wines are 
now much sent to the north, under the title of Vins de Boor­
deaux. 

'l'rade.-To compare each individual branch in the foremeu­
tioned years would be scarcely possible; we shall, therefore, only 
make a few remarks in the aggregate. The Levant trade, once 
so important, is now reduced to one-third of its former amount; 
that to the West Indies, is almost as good as lost; the Italian and 
Spanish, unimportant, and ~he Northern, scarcely wQrth men­
tioning. In 1788, five thousand ships entered the haven, and 
in 1~03, fifteen hundred. The conclusion is easily drawn. The 
-war, the revolution, and above all, the heavy taxation, have 
combined to caus~ it. A word from Buonapacte and Marseilles 
would again become the first trading town in France. What 
may be 'done here will be seen by the following :-Marseilles can 
export to Jhe Levant, shawls, dying-wood, sugar, coffee, indigo, 
cochineal, spices, iron, tin, fruits, liqueurs, tartar, cinnabar~ 
woollen and cotton caps, silks, gold and silver laces, gilt work, 
jewellery, hard-ware, grocery, stuffs, piasters, rix-dollars, and 
verdigrease. , ' 

From the Levalit it can' impor.t wool, cotton, silk, gums_ 
madder; gall-nuts, opium, camel's and goat's hair raw and spun, 
tallow, copper, scammony, coffee, soda, hides, frankincense, 
saffron, myrrh, rice, ammoniac, tainarinds, senna, natrum, 
skins, coarse cottons, wheat, bal'ley, shell-fruits,oatrich 
feathers, and wax. , 

To the West Indies, &c. it can export oil, wine,: soap, 
almonds, candles~ brandy, hats, shoes, hair-powder, fruits, 
cheese, ,earthen-ware, bricks, hams, nails, hoops, millinefy. 
silk, thread, and cotton stockings, parasols, and otller small 
3rticles. 

In return for which it imports colonial produce, as sugar, coffee. 
indigo, cocoa, cochineal, &c. nearly in as large quantities as 
Bourdeaux itself. 

Its exports to Italy, Naples, and the Sicilies, are, sugar, coffee, 
treacle, shawls, stuffs, grocery, hats, and other articles of lux-

* In the provincial dialect called Chaix. The wines are here clarifi,ed and 
~therwi~e - pHed for exportation. In most manufactOries the SwedLSh and 
:Rhine vats iilre fixed up. 
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ury; to Sardinia" colonial produce, stock-fish, wine, l1ides 
shawls, fishing-nets, and so~p; to Genoa, coffee, suga~, cocoa, 
annatto treacle, wines, hqueurs, hard-ware, and hIdes; to 
Tuscan; suo-ar coffee, indigo, and all sorts of West India 
product:; toO Iiome and Venice, sugar, coffee, stuffs, spices, 
and shawls. 

It imports from Italy, Naples, and the Sicilies, oil, wheat, 
shell-fruits, silk, hemp, wool, liq~orice-roots, manna, Spanis~ 
flies, I!Chumac. tartar, almonds, brImstone, starch, figs, and raI­
sins; from Sardinia, oil, wheat, chesnuts, pickled tunny-fish, 
lemons, oranges, and other fruits; from Genoa, coal, o'il, quills, 
apples, chesnuts, and other fruits; from Tuscany, wheat and 
shell-fruits; from Rome imd Venice, corn, rye, wool, hemp, 
and allum. 

It exports to Spain, corn, rye, barley, maize, stock-fish, 
shawls, caps, stnff~, sugar and rice; in return for which it im­
ports oil, indigo, soda, cochineal, saffron, esparto, pilchers, 
southern fruits, piasters, and wine. 

To the North it exports the produce of the Levant, and arti­
cles of iis own manufacturing; for wh ich it receives northern pro­
duce; particularly flax, hemp, wheat, wood for ship-building, tar, 
tallow, iron, and sail-cloth; to Switzerland, wares from the Le­
vant and West Indies; for which it imports but little, the same 
articles being sent to the neighbouring and inner provinces of 
France, and oil, grain~ shell-fruits, &c. imported in return. 

It is easy to conceive that so extensive a trade must give rise 
to vast bill transactions; numerous consulates and widely diffused 
c'onnections must require very important regulations. To com­
l!Ie,l1ce with bills.- Marseilles maintains a direct course with 
Amsterdam, London, Hamburgh, Vienna, Paris, Lyons, Tou~ 
louse, Bourdeaux, Montpellier, Madrid, Cadiz, Barcelona, 
Leghorn, Genoa, Constantinople, and Smyrna. It receive.1f 
consnls from Spain, Genoa, Ragusa, Etruria, Denmark, Swe­
den, Russia, Prussia, Holland, Austria, Swisserland, and th~ 
United States'of North America. It has all sorts of commu­
nications by land and water; those relating to quarantin~ and the 
post are, indisputably, the best in all Europe, and consequently 
deserve a more minute description. , 

The post carrying letters to Paris, Grenoble, Chambery, Tu­
rin, Trie,t, Milan, Swisserland, Germany, Holland, Eng­

. land, and the northern kingdoms, goes every day. Couriers go 
every other day with letters to Nismes, Montpellier, Toulous~, 
Perpignan, Bourdel\ux, Bayonne, Barcelona, and Madrid.' 

Expresses go every week with letters to every part of Italy; 
by which letters may be also conveyed to Sicily, Sardinia, and 
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Corsica; others go twice every month to the Levant and Ar­
chipelago. 

Diligences arrive here every other day from the chief towns I 

of the former provinces; from the other southern departments ; 
and from Paris, .every three days. Besides these, are messen­
gers, stage-coaches, cabriolets, and bonts, in continual motion 
to and from the chief towns. Not less considerable is the 
numbEr of lighters and stage-waggons, which convey goods to 
Nismes, Lyons,Grenoble, Strasburgh, Basle, Paris, and Be­
san~on. With regard to the :shipping system, you need only turn 
your attention to the number of coasters from Barcelona' to Leg­
horn, and the packet-boats from Corsica. 

I have yef to speak of the fourth important promoter of. the 
commerce of Marseilles; but as this subject requires to he 
treated distinctly, I have ventured to give you my thoughts in 
the appendix, and hope they will merit yourapprobation. 

LETTER XII. 

l'UYLIC INSTITUTIONS OF MARSEILLES.-LITERATURE.­

TIll' LYCEUM,. ITS BOTANICAL GARDEN AND J,IBRARY. 

-INFERIOR SCHOOLS, &C.-OBSERVATORy.-TIlULl,S­

MEDICINAL SOCIETY.-ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCI­

ENCES.-LITERARY MEN AND ARTISTS.-STAMATY's 

CORK PRODUCTIONS. 
MARSEILLES, Jan. 1804. 

To speak of the public institutions of Marseilles with more 
precision, we shall divide them into literary and philanthropic; 
commencing with the particular institutions, societies, &c. of 
the former. . 

The lyceum may certainl:y claim the first rank; put the bo­
tanical garden' belonging to it can only be interesting on account 
.of the estimable Rudibert; and the library, only from the 
learned and meritorious Doctor Achard's being at this time oc­
cupied with' its arrangement. It is with regret that I am obliged 
to add, that these institutions are not the most splendid in Mar­
I>eilIes, a~d that I cannot but be astonished at the sacrifices made 
to them by many eminent men. 

You naturally expf,ct no minute description of the inferior 
boarding-schools (among which are seven for females), nor of 
the private ones, where only writing, accounts, and the lan­
guages necessary for commerce, are taught. The' navigatiol1 
school iSlinder the direction of the meritorious Di.ihamel; the 
ob~ervatory, rendered memorable to me by the politeness and 
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Intelligence of Thulis, is deserving of the fo~lowing particulars, 
for whose auth:.::nticity I make myself respolJs1ble. 

The I< Observatoire National de 1a Marine" was built during 
the years from 1699 to J70£,. and repaired and impf()Ve~ in t1:e 
years 1794-1795. It was In the hands of ~he. JesUIts until 
li64, when it fell to the care of the Reverend SIivabelie. In 
]800, the ingeniolls, worthy, and active Thulis became direc­
tor. which situation he stiWholds. 

The whole structu~e, bearing the name of " Observatoire de 
la Marine," lies on a hill, called Biitte des Moulin~, which may 
be considered as the highest point of the town. The building 
consists of three stories; in the first of which the concierge 
resides; in the second, the director; and the third is the pro­
per observatory. This consists of a landing-place,. a large 
.square room, with 1'11'0 smaller ones on each side. Besides 
these, are three round towers; one on the north fat;ade, and 
two on the south; all having portable domes. The roof of the 
()bservatory itself is flat, and forms a fine terrace. In the cen­
ter is a weather-cock, whose plate and hand are inserted in the 
ceiling of the largest room. The instruments are as follows-: 

1. A fine gregorian telescope, by Short, with the date 1756. 
foe. 19 decimeter. It rests upon a parallactic machine, by 
.Acajou, and magnifies from 300 to ] 200 times. Both the 
glasses have been much occidated during twenty years. 

2. Another telescope, by Short, foe. 65 centimeter. It mag­
nifies from go to sao times, and is supplied with two micro­
meters. 

S. An achromatic telescope, by Dol1and, foe. 11 decimeter,_ 
opening from Sf) millim. It rests upon a parallactic machi!le, 
by Acajou, can be fitted for a tribns terrestris, and is well sup-

-plied with every necessary apparatus. 
4. An acromatic meridian telescope, foe. 97 ~ntim. axis ~l 

centimo It is made by Lennel, and has an {!xcellent niveau. 
5. A portable quadrant of 97 centimo radius, by Le Noir. 
6. A fixed quadrant of 1 met. 5 radius. It rests on a wall of 

freestone, but is so badly regulated as to be wholly useless. 
7. An exr::elIent astronomical clock; and several other smaller 

astronomical instruments, by Louis Berthoud. 
8. The collection of meteorological' instruments, formerly 

belonging to the Meteorological Society at Manheim, and sent 
-here in 1781. ' 

The observatory possesses, exclusive of the private library of 
Thl!lis, only the following works: 

A perfect collection of the Connoissance des Temps, &c. 
from 1760; a perfect collection of Astronomical Ephemerides; 
Lalande's Astronomie, the edition 1771, 1792.; Tables ~f 
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Logarithms, by Gardine. The eighth volume of Observations, 
published by the Meteorological Society of the Palatinate of 
Manheim. . 

Such is the present state of the observatory of Marseilles: 
.a judge will easily perceive that it is far from splendid i still the 
zeal and skill of 'fhulis and Jean Louis Ponz, deserve the 
highest praise, I and give an assurance of what it might become 
tinder more favourable circu.mstances. Monsieur Thulis's 
apartment/deserves notice, as it commands a charming view of 
the gulph and town; besides which, he has built himself 
a study, which leads to a beautiful terrace and garden: here 
be receives his literary visits. 

In this room, and upon this terrace, we were almost daily 
entertained by one of the noblest of German princesses! by 
{me of the greatest astronomers of Europe ,! Lovely, beautiful 
mornings! you will be ever memorable to me. In the midst of 
winter we are here refreshed by a soft southern breeze: the sky 
and ocean smile; the larks warble, the doves coo, pinks and 
11arcissllses, almon and orange trees, all are clothed with the 
luxuriance of spring: even the ground of the terrace is diversified 
with knots of mignionette and .Antirrhinum cymbalaria.-Oftea 
would Thulis exclaim, " Were but Seeberg transplanted to this 
dimate, it would not only be the first, but the finest observatory 
in Europe!" I now proceed to the learned societies, with which 
I shall close my account of the literary institutions of Marseilles~ 

Among th-ese we find, first, the Medical Society, which i,s 
chiefly occupied in examining local diseases, and thereby capable 
.of affording much real benefit. Secondly, the Academy of the Finel 
Arts and Sciences, which, notwithstanding the loss of its chief 
friends. maintains an honourable existence, and may be considered 
as one of the most respectable societies ill France. Willingly would 
I be louder in its praise had I 110t in this instance received the ho­
Ilour of becoming a member: to avoid being thought partial, I 
.care say little more than that Achard, Thulis, Azuni, H. H. Girard, 
Sinery, Delyle-St.-Martin, Brac, Roustan, Barthet, Besson, 
&c. are valuable men, and deserve your greatest respect, 

. Monsieur Girard, secretary-general of the departmerits, is a 
pleasing poet, as well as an able statesman. He is now employed 
on a statistical view of the departments, which (judgingfrom 
what [have seen) will have many advantages. Monsieur Sinery, 
.ci-divallt marquis and general of a regiment of dragoons, has 
distinguished himself by . many interesting works, am.ong wh~ch 

• i1is AgricLtlteur au Midi does him great credit. N otwlthstandmg 
his advaced age, he labours with wonderfHI facility; and is now 
writing a work.on agriculture in the district of Marseilles, which 
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will contain the result of twenty years' experience and obser .. 
vation. 

Monsieur Delyle-St.-Martin, formerly a marine officer, has 
chosen mechanics for his - favourite pursuit, and has ~nvented 
several machines of general utility. Amung them is a 
very simple sowin.g machine, some ve~tilators, on a . ne~ con­
struction, &c. winch deserve a place m the memOirs of the 
academy.-Monsieur Brac, who studied for many years I at 
Gottingen, and still venerates the memory 01 the great Heyne, 
may be classed among the most eloquent members of the 
academy. Besiqes this, he is a great musical. amateur, and 
perfoqns with singular skill upon the harmQnica.-Monsieur 
Ronstan, a private gentleman, devotes his property and leisure 
to sciences. He has taken great journies to the Levant, with 
the description of which he is now occupied. He is a worthy anq 
amiable man, from whom I have received -many acts of kindness, 
-,-Monsieur Barthet is also a great artificer, and a very cul­
tivated man; I saw an exellent telescope and some astronomical 
watches of his making.-And -Monsieur Besson, apqthecary, is 
a skilful chemist, who has simplified many Parisian invcnti.ons, 
the best and purest drugs are to be had of him. 

I must yet mention a few more members of the -academy, 
whose merits are universally a_cknowledged, though I have not the 
honour of being personally acqllainted with them: these are, 
-Vidal, Joyeuse, Odossaint, Blanpain, Duhamel, Gorse, Des~ 
fougeres, Aulagnier, Pascal, Borelly, A)ldibert, &c. _ 

The pelformances of Stamaty ill cork deserve the attention of 
-every admirer of the arts, Oll account of their fi!len~SS, lightness, 
and beautiful form. -

LETTER XIIl. 

rUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF M:ARS~ILLES.-I·HILANTROPIC 

INSTITUTION PRlOR AN D POSTERIOR TO THE REVOLU­

TION. - OBSERVATIONS. - GENEROSITY OF MADAME 

THULIS.-LOMBARD BANK.-COMITE :PE VACCINE.--, 

REGUT.ATIONS OF THE POLICE l'OR THE PUBLIC CON­

VENIEN CE.-PUBLIC PAPERS.-:PR!NTI NG-Ofl'lCES. 

IT i~ necessary to 'premise my accoUII~ of the Philanthropic 
JnstutlOll by remarkmg, that the consequences of the revolutio" 
are still, iu this particular, severely felt.-Formerly there existed 
twelve public, and many private hospitals; one for poor travellers; 
one fOI: ag~d womel~; olle foundling-house ; O~le orphan-house; 
o~e lymg-ml1 hospItal for poor unmarried women; a hospita\ 
for poor servants; one fodhe ",idows of saiJ,jl's; !incl, in ev~ry 
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parish, one poor-house.-Sinre these institutions have been 
plundered of their funds, we find ouly the following: 

The great hospital, which serves at the same time as a receptacle _ 
for fouudlings.-The" Hospice de la Vieillesse" and" l' Adoles­
cence/ a workand orphan-house.-The" Hospice des Insenses," 
a mad-house, which receives also other sick.-A "Bureau de 
llienfaisance," for the relief of poor in their own houses, which' 
is on that account united with a medicinal and chiturgical society. 
-A Societe de Bienfaisance, formed by the exertions of Messrs. 
Thulis and Roustan, to whom Marseilles is indebted for the-

. introduction of the Rumford soup. 
1 cannot forebear mentioning a lady, whose zeal more than 

supplies the place of one institution. I mean the ever to be 
venerated Madarhe Thutis, wife of the director 'of the observatory. 
Like an angeL of mercy, and with the philantropic ardour of a . 
. Howard, she receives all sick persons in want of as~istance; all· 
forlorn prisoners, and all negleeted poor. No exertion is above 
her strength, if it do but alleviate htunan misery. She has 
but one passion-the love of doing good. She is known and 
almost deified by all Marseilles. Words can .but weakly express ' 
the homage I feel for the virtues of this estimable woman! 

While speak~ng of philanthropic institutions, it may not be im­
proper to mention the Lombard-bank,which has existed since 
1695; and the" Comite de Vaccine," instituted by Docto,-" 
Aulagnier, where children are inoculated gratis with the cow-pox. 

Among the police regulations for the public benefit, I have 
observed the following :-Bureau d'Indication ; Bureau de Confi­
ant.:e; Entrepot general de la Glace; several excellent bathing­
houses, ope in particular kept by Madame Coste, and one by 
Cit. Roubelin. Lastly, the excellent arrangements of thefiacres, 
"'hich are to be met with in the Canaliere f!'Om ljeven ·in the 
morning till midnight.-In a word, the police of Marseilles 
is adinirable.' 

The public papers consist of a weekly H N ouvelliste Mar­
seillais ;" an annual "Almanac de Marseilles ;'''' a journal cell­
taining miscellaneous intelligence, called " Correspondence 
Litteraire, Scientifique, etTechnographique du Dep. des Bouches 
du Rhone," arranged by Achard; I, of course, include th~ u~ual 
price-currents, ship-lists, &c.-I counted here sixteen pnutmg .. 
offices, some of which had several presse~ 



[ 36 } 

LETTER xiv. 
PROViNCIAL DiALECT.-GENERAL REMARKS.-PROVE:R1lS. 

-CHARACTERISTIC SKETCH~S.-LUDICROUSNESS OF 

THE PROVINCIAL FRENCH ACCENTUATJON.-PROVIN­

CIAL NAMES.-DICTIONARY.-l'OEMS. 

MAltSEILJ.ES, Januar'!J 1804 •. 

Y-~UR wish to have some remarks upon the provincial 
language might give mean excellent opportunity of shewing the 
depth of my learning. But do 110t fear a dissertatioD; 1 reserve 
it for another time, and shaH for the presen.t content myself 
with saying~ that the provinciallallguage has been formed from 
the languages of the different nations to whom Marseill~s h11s 
belonged. Consequently it is a composition of Grecian, Roman,. 
Germ.an, Arabian,Spanish, Italian, aoo modern French worc:ls, 
It bas, during two hundred years, lost that original purity estalllis}led 
. by the Troubadours, which has only been in some IneaSUl'e 
preserved in the mountains. 

As a proof tbat it is .particularly since the rev01utioq,:apd,eve\l 
amongst the lowest classes, rapidly giving way to the :Frel!ch~ 
.and tbattbe pronunciation is a mixture of the tOl1eS used in the 
.abovementioned . languages, I shall now give you a few of the. 
most striking proverbs, UpOll which many philosophical. observa­
tions might be made. 

For example, they say of a rmJgh austere man, H Es ,un 
! Arabe ;~'he is an Arab. Of a mau .of gallantry, ~, L' amourraoharie 
d'uno gato corriffado;" he would be enamoured of a cat if it had 
. but. a cap on. Speaking of a paltry inefficacious measure, they 
say, "Es uno garbounado entre dow'tis violos ;" it is a ca~bonade 
between the flame of two ,lamps. Of a person violently a,ctuated 
~y anger, " A coulero tuaria un pan per un fournier;" l1e would» 
1I1 his fury, kill the. bread instead of the baker. The qualities of 
the ass, the countryman's faithful companion, .afford a numerOUlJ 
train of ~imilies and proverbs. I shaH intr~duce one, because 
it will remind many readers of their O\\'n country: " Se l'a uno 
bueno ribo, es par un marrit ay;" the laziest ass gets the best 
morsel. , 

Of an intolerably stupid person they say; " Es espes, COUffi(} 
uno murailho mestrer;" he is as thick as a foundation-wall. A. 
lover calls his mistress " Madelicado 7" my pet; or, " Ma' ber-
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giero," my shepherdess. You will peaceive that III this lan­
guage the feminine gender always terminates in o . 

. Of a man who derives great profit from any trifling thing and 
with little trouble, they say, "I..:es sach une madono," he has 
converted it into a milch-cow. N umel'OUS and char~cteristic are 
the proverbs concerning the female sex: thus it i~ said, " Apres 
tres jours, 1'011 s'ennueg~o de fremos d'q:ostes, et de pluego." In 
three days one becomes weary of women; company, and 
r~p, &c. &c • 
. Another proverb runs thus: (C D:ausfeo!10, de chins, d'armo 

et d.'amours, per un plesir mille doulours." Birds, dogs,. anus, 
a)ld women, bring a thousand pains for eyery pleasure. . 

Or, "Amours de eOl,lrtisan ben de vielan, et fe de femdan 
lloun duroun pas passat un an." The love of a courtier, the 
inh.eritance of a miser, and the fidelity of woman, evaporate in 
a year. , 

Or, {{ L'l fremo et la castagno de fouero bello dentro es 1a 
magagno." Women' ,und chesnuts are fair without and foul 
within. 

Or; "Douis bouens joms a rhome snr terro, quand prelld 
monilbe et qnand l'enterro." A married man has two good 
days; that on which he marries, alld that on which he buries 
his wife. 

Or, ({ Oumhro d'home, van cell fremo." The shadow of 
one man is of more worth than a hundred women. 

Or, "Fremos et telo, leisfooupas veine ala candelo." Wo­
men and linen must not be viewed in the daylight. ,Another re­
markable expressioil is the famous " Ti cali un basseout\" I 
will give you a box on the ear. It is, .howevel' worth remarking 
~hat the blow always precedes the threat. 

Other characteristic proverbs are the following: ~'Quu a 
ben dinat, cres . leis autreis sadouls," Those who have eaten 
heartily, think others mU5t be satisfied. {{ Jour passat, jour 
gagnat." A day passed is a day gained. "Lanso la mar, ten ti 
en terro." Praise the sea and stay on the land. 

Nothing can be more comical than to hear French pronounced 
with the provincial' accent; in which case, " plus haut" is 
changed into bissau; " verser," into vesser ; " frotter," into Jretter ; 
" pen," into bau, &c. &c. 

Still more laQghabfe is it when whole words and proverbs are 
·intermingled with pure French: there you hear" j'ai vu une fess," 
·instead « j'ai vu une fois;" or, "j'ai achete une trousse cu," 
.instead of "achete un, porte-epee." Trdu, is substituted for 
trop, and vid for vie. The best of all was, « Madame I'a fait 
sans metraire/' which signifies only~" Madame 1'a fait de bonne 
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grace ;" the last being expressed by the pl'Ovil1~ial sens!! 
" mau traire." 

I conclllde 'by recommending Acharo's dictionary, and the 
poems of Gros, to your particular attenti'ln. The latier author 
has' very happily imitated the old Troubadours. 

LETTER XV. 

CHARACTER AND MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE.-GENERAt 

REMARKS.-'-, LOWER CLASSES.-THE MEN.-FISHER­

MEN.-PORTERS.--COUNTRY PEOPLE.-SKETCHES.­

SUBDIVlSIONS.- ANECDOTES. - WOMEN. -SKETCHES 

AND ANECDOTES.-HIGHER CLASSES.-OBSERVATIONS. 

MARSEILLES, January 1804; 

y OU wish to be made acquainted \vith the provincial cha­
racter. I hasten to fulfil your request, al1dlay before you the 
result of my observations. 

The character of these people appears to have three ruling 
inlperfections, though mixed with many good qualities, rough­
ness, violence,and inconstanc.y. But this 'is in some measure 
counterpoised by ,their freedom from duplicity and cunning. 
They 'are passionate, violent, and tenacious; but show, at the 
same time, much good-nature, and often even generosity. They 
catch at every thing from the impulse of the moment; and their 
friendship and love, their zeal and activity, their courage and 
bravery, are all equally transient. 

The attentive observer discovers eyery where, both morally 
and physically, a peculiar mixture of the Grecian and Oriental, 
as well as of the Fr~nch and Italian. Their persons and man­
ners, language and habits, vices and virtues, all remind you of the 
historical vicissitudes, or mercantile connections of this province. 

The men of the lower ciasses are in general distinguished by 
a coarse and low stature, bristly hair, strong and passionat& 
features, and, above all~ by the wild blaze of their eyes. But 
the 'fishermen, porters, and country people, possess some pecu-
liarities which must be spoken of distinctly. ' 

The fishermen form a distinct and separate class, in whicn aU 
the energy of the' ancient character, all the simplicity of the 
ancient language, and all the originality of ailcient manners, are 
preserved and concentrated. ThJ)ir songs, their c!ress, their 
mode of living, every thing informs us that they ~re the unde­
generate descendants of the Phcenicians; but to· describe their 
delicate features-their comely fOTlus-that is past my power. 

These provincial fishermen have, for whatever concerns the 
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fi.shery. a proper court of judicature in Marseilles, Known hy 
lhename of "Jurisdiction des Prud'hommes Pecheurs," and ~ 
has exi~ted since the tenth century; but in its present form only 
since 1431. It consists. of four seniors, called " Prud'hom­
mes," who are changed every year, and possess, during their 
administration, unlimited powers. . 

The court is usually held on Sunday afternoon; the com­
plaints are made verbally, and the cause is decided either by 
~he opinion of the judge, or a majority of voices. "La ley 
VOLlS c'oundano.;" the Jaw condemns you, excludes all appeal, and 
;finishes the aft~lir. The" Prud'hommes" ar() dressed in black, 
and receive a fee of two sols from each party. Besides thii, 
~hese fishermen have !!.rchives full ()f important records concern­
jng their 'trade-Iaws,&c. which have been preserved inviolat~ 
~ven during the revolution. 

Their gymnastic exercises, deserve no less attention. These 
consist of mast-runing and single combat, called Bigno ,and 
la Targuo. For the first, a mast is rubbed with grease,' and 
the skill is displayed in running from one I=nd of it to the 
pther hare-foot. The second is conducted as follows :-From 
twelve to' sixteen light boats are provided in the front, with boards 
four foot long and ten inches broad. Here the combatants 
take their place~, armed with shields and lances, the boats being 
r.ow~d each by six: strong men. They then liivide to a proper 
pi stance, and,: upon a given signal, suddenly row towards eacI~ 
other. Whoever plunges his opponent the most frequently into 

. ~he water bears away the prize. ' 
I shall now proceed to the porters, who are distinguished by 

the deep redness of their faces; the prorhinence of their eyes; the 
,comp'ression of their necks; alld the breadth of their shoulders. , 
Beware of him when he is loaded, for thtn he is blind and deaf" 
Find would knoc!, you down ten times without qeing himself once 
aware of it. 

These menjorm ailother society. They have their apprentice,. 
, ~hips, prize-pieces, seniors, brokers, money-gatherers, &c. United 

into one common body, each must be answerable for the other. 
From their very moderate way of living, they }>f)SSeSS an extraor­
dinary degree of corporeal strength. "Four hundred weight," 
say they, " is a trifle; six constitute a propel' load;" but from 
~ight to nine commands uncommon respect. The famous Mar­
'quetos at Toulon brought it to ten, and his fame is commemo­
fl),tep iJy a colossal figure under the balcony of the senate-house. 

"<rhe peasantry form the' third interesting class, under which are 
under~tood the inhabitants of the higher and lOII'er mountams, 
and those of the flat country. The former are remarkable for 
their open, bold, and free dispositions; their honesty? il1d~stry, and' 
~ood nature, are highly praised through the whole proVlIlce: a.1'!! 



40 tISCHER'S TRAVELS. 

though they do not regularly emigrate, yet great numbers go to 
tlle laro'e towns in the southern provinces, and ilre eagerly hired 
as wai~ersJ cooks, and other menial servants. The" Gavouets 
de Barcelonette" are famous for their mercantile talents. 

The inhabitants of the lower mountains appear to be mnch 
worse, which may be attributed to their regular excursions Int!) 
the southern provinces, Here, with their wives. and children, 
tliey seek support through the winter. The men IllTe themselves 
as carters, helpers, labourers, manufacti.1rers, &c; the women 
,vash and sell fish; imd t\:Ie boys clean shoes, sell chesnuts, or 
'lead about marmots with organs. The girls either go out to 
lhend old cloaths, or commence a little trade with figs and 
'cheese; ~n short, each member of a family must have some 
'occupafion for his suppor,t, and from which he can save some­
thing. for the summer. The love of gain seems to be the ruling 
passion Of these mountaineers. , 

The peasants of the level country m'e almost universally de­
cried as malicious, but I believe U1'tiustly; and that their 
greatest faults are, roughness and impetuosity. One of these 
peasants will shoot a hanrlful of small· shot ~t you for taking a 
single fig from his tree; but foJ' a friendly word be will give 
you a hat-full, The, reapers form a still more interesting dass 
of these country people. 

The province, considered according to its ancient boundaries, 
presents three large divisions, rendered uy the climate very different 
from each other. They are the lower, middle, and upper part~, 
where the harvest riaturaHy falls in three different months. Thus 
in N apoHIe, the most southern point, they commence reaping 
at the end of May; ill Aix, at the end of June; and at Barce­
lonette, at tlle end of August. Hence it is easy to conceive 
that reapers travel for employment through the whole country. 

Accompanied by their wives and children, they proceed in 
caravans of from eighty to a humh'ed, from place to place, and 
always towards the north. Each caravan has \ its superior 
p.nd s,ubordinate reapers, and its common stock, which IS never 
divided until the labour is finished. All their necessaries are 
.carried with them by asses; they travel only during the night, 
and pass the whole harvest time in open air. Their manners .are 
patriarc.hal. constituting but one family; and forming clase 
connectIOns of pleasure without the sanction of either law or 
gospel. 
.' , The womell of the lower class are a truly Amazonian race. 
They have little beality, but much corporeal strength. It is 
impossible to conceive of allY beings more rough, hard, or vio­
le~lt; but their rectitude demands the highest encomium. The 
\'\)"CS of the fishermen, porters, &c. have their peculiarities, 
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from their different modes of life; but they all agree in their ~n­
'oeavours to vie.with the men in hard lahour, and in' keeping them 
ill perfect subjection. \VllOever wishes to 'study female govern .. 
ment, I advise to hetake himself to Sourribes; where he ~ill 
find a complete female 1'epublic, and the men on.ly regarded as 
slaves. 
. The' unmarried women of this class have, notwithstanding 

the many freedoms they use, much self-government. A yOUl)g 
man must first be their acquaintance, their friend, their be­
jrothed, before they will permit him the slightest indulgence. 
"I'hus they secure their future power; and they are careful never 
to let their tenrlernClss influence their conduct. The least con­
tradiction, the slightest neglect, procures his instantaneous dis­
missal. 

When a lover is become insupportable to his mistress, she 
u~es no verbal declaration to make her will known; but wheu 
1m next comes, places a log of wood hefore the .fire-place: 
nothing more is requisite to inform him he must never appear 
there again . 
. But I hasten to conclude this subject by a feW remarks OR the 

higher classes. The physical and moral organization of the men is 
tolerably French; yetthe noisy provincial.frankness is evident 011 I 

all occasions. The women are lovely, and almost irresistibly 
alluring; but the greatest egotists in the world. Th'ey chan[e 
their lovers as they would_ their dresses; they love but for a 
moment. Dilettanti consider it as a matter of course, and wO\lld 
find .l\farseilles a paradise full of luxurious houris. 

LETTER XVI. 

l'ARTICULAR CUSTOM:S AND DIVER.SION S OF THE PROV INC E_ 

-CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS.-OT~ER ANNUAL FES,­

TIVAllS.-PROVI:t"CIAt.L DANCES,-THE FARANDoulo.-1I.' 

l:'HE MORRIS DANCE.-THE EgUESTRIA N DANCE.-PR0l" 

VINCIAL <;lAMES, AND ATHLE'fIC EXERCISE:S. 

MARSEILLESf Jan. 1$04. 

I N no fOflll are the chft;acter and disposition of a people so vi. 
sible as in that of pleasure; no time can be more interesting to 
the observer than the moment when a people abandon theinselveg 
to their feelings without guile or restraiut. Compar~ the 
following particulars with my former traits of ch,aracter; I 
leave the conclusion toyourself. 
. To commenl;C then with the social festival of Christma9'~ 

. W~en this time draws Qigh,. every family, in easy circltm~tan:ce~ 
FlscnER.j P 



:f'ISCHEI'tS TRAV'EU. 

~ends for a cask of wine, and lays in a stock of southern fruits; 
'which, as they arrive, may be seen on the quay. in lar~e quanti. 
ties. In the flower-market, orange branches, with frmt or blos­
Aoms, in elegailt tubs; rose-trees, in beautiful pots, &c. are set 
out for sale ; as also flll kinds of toys for the children, and lau-

. reI-trees, hung with various kinds of southern fruits. Among 
the toys monks are again to be seen. ' 

The Christmas evening is devoted tounivej·sal joy and festivity., 
Every booth, cellar, coffee-house, &c. is illuminated, aJld the 
table of the poor chesnut-roaster has an additional lamp. The 
theatres give grand ballets: the gaming-houses balls and soupers ; 
and the streets are crouded through the whole night with people 
and bands of music. That which 1 most admired, and no pro­
vincial person ever forgets, even when at the greatest distance 
fr_om his country, is a sort of sacred entertainment, at which 
the whole family is present. The relations who have been ab­
sent from each other perhaps during the whole year, are to meet 
oli this evening; those who have been the greatest enemies par­
don each other at Christmas; marriages are fixed; married 

. pairs who have been separated, are at this time again united.; the 
Ilhyest lover becomes eloquent, and the most coy . fair ,one be­
comes kind-every heart dilates with good-will, love, and tend· 
erness, on Christmas evening! 

It is well kn6wn, that at a true provincial entertainment, 
I( Noya" (cake made of honey and almonds), the " KaligJiau," 
(a fire of fir-wood dipt in oil and wille), the Turkey-cock, the 
,Muscadel, and the Noes, (appropriate songs), are things abso-
lutely indispensable. ~. . 

In the cQuntry, (where, the national character is in all games 
the m,ost easily to,be ~scovered), the old provincial customs are 
preserved in still greater purity. Here are prize-races, combats, 
songs, cock-fighting, climbing, &c. at which, naturally, the 
110wing bowl iSllever wanting. One particularly pretty custom 
1. must not forget to mention, which was much in use in the 

I former lower provinces, particularly in the vicinity of Frejus 
and Antibes. 

About four weeks previous to Christmas, the youths of the 
villa~e s~renade all the young women usually on the Saturday 
~vemng, 111 return for which honour each is obliged to present 
to the oldest of the youths, called Aba, a cake at Christmas, 
marked with her name. As no ~ne ever neolects to fulfil 
the obligation, the second day of Christmas bri~g!l a splendid 
~onecti?n of. the whole village, and the cakes are sold byauctioB 
m the fol!owmg manner : 

The ~ba having mounted a small stage, on which the cakes are 
placed lU baskets,. elegantly ,decorated~ he comme.nGes, " A fine., 
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Jight, sweet, delicious, charming plumb-.cij.!ce, number one, Mar~a 
Coutelon." The orator then taking the cake in his hand, pro­
'c~eds to expatiate on the beauty, notability, and other perfec­
tions of the maker. The bidding then commences, and the cake 
is tinally consigned to the' richest or most persevering' among 
the bidders. In the'same manner one number follows another, 
until all the cakes are .sold; and the money thus produced is ap­
plied to a dancing fund. 

Several other feasts follow that of Christmas, some of which 
I 'dare 110t pass over in silence. One of these is the. feast of 
tke Epiphany, called" Fete de la belle ~toile;" when a wag,. 
gon, illuminated and drawn by six mules, is led about al11idst 
shouts of exultation. Another 011 that of Antonius, when the 
reapers; 011 the 17th of January,go through the streets 
with sickles and wheat-s4eaves; prophesying to everyone, for a 

'gratuity, a good harvest. 
On the 1st of .May the Carri, a sort of mock king, is driven 

about in a carriage~ adorued with flowen, accompariie'd with 
drums and trumpets, and followed by a numerous cavalcade. 
On Whit-Monday, the Ramada is celebrated by the. mow­
ing a public meadow by stations, and accompanied by a variety 
of sports. On the feast of Corpus Christi a ~imilar procession 
takes place to that in Aix; but in Marseilles, it is less grotesque, 
and is described by Papon and Beringer. 

Another is the feast of S 1. John; then all persons are mounted 
on horses or as~es, and parade about with pegons~ or 
burning fir branches in their hands accompanied wtih con~ 
tiullal firing, very appropriately called "Faire la Bravado." 
The harvest-home; at which they carry columns of wheat-ears, 
of from eight to nine feet high, about in procession, and then 
dance round them in rings. The wake, when all is decorated 
with flowers, ribands, ,and flags of variO\~s colours. The vint­
ilge feast; at which an a~ltiqllated fignre is carried about" sitting 
in a half cask, covered with vine7leaves and grapes : and many 
others .might be mentiO)led ; but I conlltW myself to the provincial 
.danciug feasts, and a few more of a similar nature. First, that 
which ispeCldiarly provincial, and is, in re~lity, .nothin~ more 
than a sort of volero, or representation of bCClItlOus attItUd.es ; 
but appears by no means so lively qs the Spanish 9a~ce, bem~. 
at t. inles even uDO"raceful. The dancers appear clnefly to VIe 

'b . k d with each other in shewing the pliability of then feet, nees, all 
hips, and in this they truly excite a~mir~tion: .' 

Secondly . the Farandoulo wInch IS eVIdently of Grecian 
origin. Tl;e dancers are unit;d by the hands, a,lId danc~ either 
in circles or long rows, pas8ing under each other s arms 1\1 pro­
per mea~ure; withol!t breaking the rows. The nlen and WOmen. 

f ~ 



are often separated, and their union in the dance gives rise tt)· 
many gallantries. -'., 

.A third l1ational dance is we Moreske, or'morns dance; Ol 
which there are properly three so. rts. The first, ,known by the 
name of " Les Bergeres," is a sort of agricultural ballad, be­
ing danced with scythes, hoes~ spindles, reels, &c. The second, 
called" LesTurques," is a sort of political ballad, if I may 
be allowed the expression. They dance with gravity in long 
rows, and make gestures of the profundest deliberation. 

The third, " Les M'oresques," proprement dites," is a sort of 
amorous ballad. The knees of the men are hung with bells, 
and the women are adorned with flowers. The dance is a sort I , 

~f volero, particularly towards the conclusion. . . '., 
A fourth sort of dance is " Les Epees," a martial ballad. 

Hert' men alld women are mixed in one chequered heap, and 
appear in a sort of furious engagement. The music of all these 
dan'ces consists only of a fl'fe and drum, quite in the Moorish 
Jnapner. I ! 

A fifth national dance is " Les Chevaux Frux," or equestrian 
dance. From fifteen to twenty young lads are buckled on small 
pasteboard horst's, upon which they appear to ride, although, in 
reality, they only stand in them. The upper part of their bo­
die,s is covered with ribands, nosegays, &c. Thus equipped, 
they have the the appearance of old ct'ntaurs. They perform all 

, 1'I0rts of movements, dance quadrilIon, pursue each other ill lines 
and zigzag, and exhibit the utmost variety of manreuvres amidst 
the incessant' shouts of the spectators. , ' 

I shall conclude by mentioning a few games, no less character-., 
istic than their dances. Among them may be reckoned the 
races, which are rUII in various ways; for example, directly 
tow~rds a given spot, over a ploughed, field, in sacks, &c.; 
leapmg over hedges, ditches, ropes, scaffolds, jumping, with 
ct~e feet bound to a certain point, or jumping in a circle, with ~ 
~"lVen number of ~ov€ments; feats with a spear and iron ball ; 
the game of ball, WIth common ball; and a warlike game, where 
a small wooden trench is attacked and defended, and many simi-

, Jar ones, at all @f which prize5J of more or less va,lue" art' di~" 
tflbu~eQ. . 
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LETTER XV II. 

iH1SULTORY 01lSERVATIONS.-SEVERE COLD.-PRIENTAL 

JEWS.-PERE CUEZZO.-THE ISLAND OF MARSEILLES. 

-CHRISTMAS NOSEGAYS.-UMJIRELLAS.-LA SAJlSTE 

BAUl\IE.-N~NI.-=-THE FRE'NCH. 

MARSEILLES, January 1804. ~ 

. THIS is tile last Jetter I shall write from this place, and I 
:shall fill it with desultory remarks and inform'ation, just in the' 
manner in which I noted them. !f 

The mistral has now blown uninterl'l1ptedly for eight days;, 
and aU Marseilles is in consternation. "Ah mon Dieu, quel 
froid !" " Fa Ul) frech despastellat!" resound on all sides. Men 
and women are enveloped like Greenlanders; ,and every street 
filled with mules" carrying fire-wood. The cold may have pro­
bably reacherl from twelve to fifteen degrees. God preserve us! 
strange that it should be more than three to four degrees~and 
even then the people of Marseilles' would be more affected 
than a Russian with twenty. Happily, the cold seldom lasts. 
bere longer than three. days, and seldom exceeds above six 
degrees. . . 

1£ you see a man with pale, meagre, sharp countenal1ce, and 
a dirty white t~ubal], hastily striding thl"ou~h t~ick and thin, you 
may rely on Ius bemg an eastern Jew. (;onslder more atten­
tively the strange mixture of Asiatic and African charaGter dis-, 
played in his features, ill which shrewdness is blend,ed with kna­
very, and confidence with timidity j and you will "find it deserv" 

, ing your attention; . . 
See the same man on the exchange bidding for a lot of hides, 

waxj or senna, or bills on Constantinople or Smyrna, for which 
he can always proc:ure ready cash, and· give the best price; 
here he is a very imp0rtallt man, and tllflls millions in the year. 
Were it not fc~ these Jews, how would it stand with the trade 
of the Levant? 

If you like to sleep long in the morning, which, by the bye, 
you ought not 'j and if you should, besides this, have irritable 
nerves, you will be badly off in Marseilles. As ~oon ,as the 
day dawns a cannon is fired: it is the signal for openmg the 
haven, which ill closed every evening by a chain. Scarcely hav~ 
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)'ou again sIlImberedafter the~ second firing, which announces 
il~ opening, than you are rouzed by the lamentable tones of 
" Pere cuezzo! Pere, ciIezzo! Tutte caude!" They announce; 
p.erhaps, the departure of some great personage ?-By no means 
- ~they are only crying " Hot baked p~ars ;" the usual breakfast 
() f 'the labouring manufacturers. In the evening they eat baked 
tllrIiips, and then every street rings with "Betterave; Bette. 

, ruve.! TuIte caude! Tutte caude." 
, The islands of Marseilles are called Pomegues, Katonneau, 

alld If. " At the first, which has a small haven, all ships sup­
p ~sedto be i'nfected with the plague, lie to perform quarantine. 
Of the second, no ,use is . made; but on the third is situated a 
li:ttle fort, formerly used as, a state prison, but now as a place 
fO(r depositing persons under sentence of transportation to COl'. 
si(!a and Elba. . 
, Each of the islands have a small fortification, some guard­

houses, and a few batteries; nothing else is to be fouud Ort 
thnm. They are about three leagues distant from M~rseilles. 
It is impossible for the imagination ,to conceive a ,more melan. 
choly view than that of seeing these three nakeddes91ate rocky 
ma.saes, lying in the midst of the gulph. ,They might be com· 
pared to three monstrous heaps of dross, especially when the 
Slin shines on them. '. . 

On Christmas-day, no young woman, not even the poorest 
pedlar,is to be seen unadorned with a ,nosegay. Therich make 
theirs @f roses and narcissuse~; .with both rich and poor it ofteIl 
for-ms th,e, only covering of the bo~o~n. The church~s, the pr01 
Plenadefi, every place is filled witli their odoriferous perfume. 

At tll is season~ i'l every window are found little green pyra~ 
midical bells. These are produced by sewil~g "beat or millet on 
cotton, with which the pyramid or bell has been previounly co­
vered. Those who are too poor to procure or;mge or rose1 

trees, decorate their windows ill this simpl,e manner. . 
In Nlars€illes, many umbrellas are made and sold ata very 

cheap rate. It is astonishing what a dread the people here have 
, of being wet. The instant it hegins in the least degree to rain, 

every person appears with an umbrella, not "excepting porters 
and mule· drivers, frwt-women and shoe-blacks. If they should 
even be half naked, still they will have an umbrella. 
:. F~om whence can this arisei' Perhaps, because it rains so s~l­
dom, and because they dre~d nothing so much as damp : they 
·can bear hunger, thirst, fatigue, and great heat; but no wet. 
It rainii-'~ Pluego! Pluego I" if a few drops fall on them, they 
think themselves past recovery. . ' 

La Sainte Baume-a naked high mountain, a grotto in a rock, 
w which you must ~scen!i four h\mdred and fifty toises, is cer .. 

I 
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binly n0thing~o ~ery remarkable~ But Mary Magdalen having 
passed the last penitential days of her life in this grotto, gives it 
an immediate interest, notwithstanding the 108sof the pretty 
~liJapel and .Dominican cloister destroyed during the revolution. 
La Sainte Baume still remains a favourite place of resort for pil­
grims; but the wicked say only for the fair-sex, among whom 
are so many Magdalenes :-let him decide who fears not the 
~atred of the fair, daughters of Marseilles. ~,for my part, re­
tire to'my books. . 
. Here I find. a work,. unquestionably a poetical masterpiece, a 
mystical blossom, the purest off.~pring of self-knowledge.. This 
is the Magdaleniade of Father PielTe de St. Louis, and ,may 
be found printed in the collection of Monnaie. 

Jean Louis Barthelemy, born at Valreaif, in Provence, 'in 
1626, was enamoure4 of a young woman named Magdalene, 
He was on the' point of marrying her when she died. He gave 
him&elf lip to despair, and resolved, in the Carmelite convent 
of his native· place, to live alone to the memory of his beloved. 
In this situation of mind, no oc<;:upation seemed to suit him so 
well as the composition of a poem, whose theme was the 
patron sairit of his departed mistress. 

For, five years had he laboured, alrp.08t night and day, with­
out intermission, to complete it; and he is said to have studied 
for fOllr.and-twenty hours for the following line, in vl'hich he 
offers a caput mortuum to the consideration of the saint: 

" ElI~ voit son futur dans c,e present passe." 

He had it printed at LJons, il1 1661, under the title, " La 
1\lagdelaine au desert de la Ste. Baume, en Provence. Poeme 
spirituel et editien, en douze livres." It remained, however, 
during the life of the author, wholly unknown; but, 011 his 
death, it was rescued from oblivion by the Jesuit Beret, and. af­
,terwards was many times reprinted. 1 affix a few' specimens. 

ON THE SAINT'S CONVERSION. 

, " Mais entin Dieu changea ce charbon rubis; 
" La corneille'en colombe, et)n louve en brebis; , 
" Un enfer en un ciel; Ie rien en qllelque ch{)se: 
" I,a chardon en Ull Iys, l'epine en une rose; 
" En grace le peche, )'iQlPuissance en pouvoir; 
" Le vice en la vertu, Ie chaudron en miroir. 

The saillt spent thirty years in the desert weeping m'e! her 
pa~t life. 

" Ces bois la font passer pour nne hama-dryade; 
" Ses larmes font penser, que c'est nne nayade; 
(' Venez donc cUl'ieux, et vous renCOl'ltrel'eZ 
:' TJIl~ nymphe aq"latlque au milieu dea forets." 
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In the sequel, the eyes of the saint are called, (f Chandelles 
fondues'" now they are become" Moulins a vent," " Moulins 
a eau." 'The fair hair with which she wiped the feet of the 
Saviour is called, "Torchon clore;" the tear. which God wept 
are called· (' Eau de. vie;" Christ is, "Le grande operateur," 
" Le gra~d Hercule, qui pUl'gea lletab!e de s?n cre~r," &c. &c. 

In another place, we find the followmg CUriOUS discourse be­
tween the saint and the echo: 

M.' Que donne Ie monde aux siens Ie plus souventl 
, Echo. Yeut. 

M. Que dois-je vaincre ici, sans jamais relacher~ 
Echo. La chair. 

M. Qui fut la cause des maux, q,ui me sont survenus 1 
. ' Echo. V\!nus. 

M. Q'ue faut dire apres d'une teJre lllfidelle? -
Echo. Fi d'elle. 

It is patural to suppose that such a poet must have had a high 
i,dea of his verses, which led him to-say ~ 

tc Si va us ai~ez des vers Ia grace et Ia dOllceur, 
" Les. miens en ont assez, pour VOliS gagller Ia crellr ; 
"Et si vous en cherchez les subtiles pensees, 

-" Les pointes de ceux-oi ne sont point emoussees." 

That he considered himself as a great poet from his Eliade, 
in which he describes the ascension of the prophet Elias, and 
through which he hoped to supplant the prophane Iliad. This 
poem has, however, remained unprinted, because, in t11e opi­
nion of the Carmelites (\\-ho held tht)ir brother to be an eminent 
poet) it was too sublime! ! 

It is inconcievable how much provincial women can express 
with the two-syllable word nani; they have twenty modula­
tions of it at ,least :-Sharp and quiok! you may rely on it the 
fair one is really angry r-The first syllable long and the last 
hardly audible! now again you may hope a little 1-Both ~ylla­
bles slowly pronounced! I wish you joy! It is the affirmatio~ 
of affirmations! 

Some houses of rendezvouz for sailors have taken the name of 
" Hotel des Quartre Parties du MObde;" and the weekly paper 
of Rouen appears with the title,of " Cronique de l'Europe, et 
Petites Affiches de Rouen." , 
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CHAP. XVIII . 

.tOURNEY FROM MARSEILLES TO- TOULON.-AtrBAGNt.~ 

EUJES.-VAUX n'OLLIVULES.-THE FLRin' ORANGERIE~. 
--ARRIV AL' ATTOULON.--TOl'OGRAPHlCAL PARTICY-: 

LA RS.-:....CLL\rATE.~AGRi'CUL'l'U RE, &C. 

TOULON, January 1804. 

W E anived 'here three days ago. No one enquired for our 
'passes. This, is, however, only an apparent negligence; for 
they had received a descrip'tion of us before, and were acquajnted 
with' our having addresses to the marine.prefect.-No spy can 

, dude the police here. 
'We commenced our delightful journey by the full light offh~ 

moon at foul' in the morning. The air was every where scented 
with the odours of spring. We soon passed the lovely Veau-

, _nethel, and as rapidly pr'oceeded to Aubagne,the native place of 
fhe celebrated Bal.thelemy (author of the Travels of Allacharsis, 
&c.) and famous on accouht of its wine (kno\vnby the nRtneof 
i, Malvoissier d' Aubagne,"Muscadille wine) and for its manu-
factories. '-

.6l~es, situated at the skirt of a finely cultivated valley,. i~ 
of less importallce. Here we took dinner, ,and saw, for the nrst 
time, whole declivities covered with caper~phuJtations.. At the 
back of this town the road leads through high chalky rocks, on 
whose highest point a detachment of soldiers are stationed; the 
.only measure which could have cleared this post from :th& 
robbers which infested it. A dreary and desolate scell~' noW' 
pre~ented itselt~ ill1d the view of a Pinus maritima (or roseHia)'Y­
hush) was a perfect rarity. At length the passage began toba 
straiter, and we el1teredthe narrow pass covered with ftag-, 
ments of rocks, called, Vaux d:Ollivuies; the extinguished 
volcano, the masses of blaok basaItes; the foaming streams fro'm, 
the mountains, the awful darkness; all reminded us of the entrance 
into the infernal regions. 

These barren rocks, however, soon vanished, and gave place 
to others, whose gentle slopes were clothed with olive and pine­
tre~s, with blooming almond trees and rich grass-fields. .Yet, a 
few paces, and the orangeries of OHivuies burst on' our sl~ht.-

,fISCHER.] G 
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The rich green-the fruit df b~rnished gold-it "'as more 
like enchantment than reality! . 

The sun was just sinking' into the purple deep, when, leaving 
Ollivules, we ascended the last acclivity, and were charmed 
with a clear view of the roads of Toulon, its towers, and its 
ships, and refreshed by the soft southern breezes from the ocean. 
When we reached the town, it was dark, and we found nothini' 
but the bustle of war and the confusion of a sea-port. 

Toulon ,1138 one of the pleasantest and most advantageous 
situations which can be imagined. On the north it ill bouJlded 
by high mountains: 011 the south', by the ocean and gulph, which 
penetl:ates far into the land; on the east ahd west, by a 'small 
chain of mountains, running from the high northern ones into 
the sea. Thus is formed a fine valley about three leagues in 
width, on whose sonthern point lies the t~wn of Toulon, con-
taining 20,000 inhabitants. . ' ' 

'Descending from the highest point of the town, the PerU! 
, de France, to the haven; you find the higher part, or old town,. 

tlarrow and disagreeable, and the lower, or new town, beyond 
comparison, more airy and far better-built. In both it is, how­
('vel', a real pleasure to observe, the streets cleansed and cooled' 
by small streams running through them. 

The sides of the llOrthern mountains are quite hare; but 
those of the eastern and western are covered with plantations 

. of vines, olives, figs, capers, &.c. The whole valley is inter­
spersed with fiek\sj meadows, gardens, country houses, vine': 
~arqs, &c. and intersected with innumerable streams and canals, 
brought from the mountains. . 

The climate of Toulon is certainlYll'lUch milder and more 
healthy than that df Marseilles. It is true, the summers are hot, 
hut nothing impedes the salubrious sea-winds. The winters are 
four and six degi'e~s, milder; the' town being almost intirely 
protected from the cola wiuds. Every thing ripens three or four 
"leeks earlier; indeed,a great part of the southers vegetation 
«(late-trees, for example) stand the winter in the open air. For 
these reasons, the old naval officers chuse it, if possible, for 
their place of residence. . 
T.Wit~ respe~~ t~ domestic econo~y, nothing is very ~heap. 

N me hvres daIJy IS the least for wInch' a person can resl(ie· at 
the .Ibest and most reasonable inn, the Hotel de MontanviUe. 
A furnished room in a private house costs from' thitty to forty 
livres; a ~ummer-house from twenty to twenty'~fout ; and a whole 
bastide from four to five carolines per inonthl The prices of' 
other articles, are very similar to those of Mal~seilles. The best 
Malaga wine is sold for two livres.the bottle. Every thinO" even 
including the fine ·water from the mountains, is of the m~;t ex­
cellent qual~ty. But enough 'for to*day; my next shall contaiQ 
farther. partIculars. 
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LETTER XIX~ 

SOCIAL INTERCOURSE.-AMUSEMENTS.-GENERA L RE· 

MARKS. - MARINE AllSEN A L. - GALLERIES. -FltENCIl. 

NAVAL FORCE.-ROADS.-FLEET,&C. 

, TOULON, January 1804. 

WHOEVER' expects to find the social resources or amuse .. 
ments of Marseilles in Toulon, will, be greatly ,disappointed. 
The theatre is insignificant, the concert scarcely worth men .. 
tioning, and the general spirit of the place rather navalr Those 
who wili entertain themselves, however, with marine affairs, 
walking, natural history, and the 'belles lettres, need nevei" be' 
at a loss. 

For naval studies this place has many advantages: for instance, 
the arsenal, roads, dock-yards, and fleets, on account of whicl\ 
Toulon has been always famous. We hav,e visited all, and have 
convinced ourselves that Buonaparte can do a great deal. 

We were provided with lett,ers of recommendation to the 
marine prefect; the Contre?Amjrill Gantheallme, and his secre­
tary, General Berard. The Admiral received us with true 
provincial cordiality. He spoke of Buonaparte, . of Egypt, 
and Syria, with the freedom of a sailor, but yet mingled with 
attachment and rebpect. Monsieur Berard charmed us all with 
hiR amiability. Azuni, to whom I am ind'ebted for the recoIl);' 
mendatory' letters, had not spoken of him too highly. Our 
wishes were instal1talltly fulfil1ed~ and we were permitted te 
visit the fleet and arsenal for three successive days, , 

The arsenal lies between the haven and the parade. Pity that 
the, fitle entrance is situated in a narrow and remote street. 
When you have pas$ed the' f{)J;m~ of admission by the officer on 
guard, yoil find yourself in an open square, from which you can 
pass to the different parts of the arsenal. The first o~ject ~).at 
attracted our atte)ltion was the rtJinR of the grand magazme, 
nearly destroyed by the English in 1793. W ehasteue? over the 
foqnderyand rope~grolJnds, on our right side, that we mIght spelld. 
the more time among the ships in the do~k~yardJ . where. we fOl\Hd 
()urselves, on all sides, encompassed WIth mannes, saIlors, and 
galley-slaves; on al~ . sides surrounded with maritime bustle atld 
~~. \ 

G ~ , 
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From thence we proceeded to the famous dock, whose con­
struction will surely immortalize the name of Grognard. It is 
;J. deep basin; enclosed in brick-work, in t~e ~a~en uf tl!e arse­
llal; its form is that of a line-of-batile-slnp, Its length IS 180; 
its breadth 80, and its depth 18 French feet, 

In the front is a sluice-gate or lock, capable of being opened 
~nd shut ~t pleasure; ~lld ill the back a b~lil~ing, \vitV.84 large 
,pllmp~; ?y means. of .the former, the basm IS ~ll~d With, water 
for })l:m~mg the shIps 1~1; by ~leans of the la~tel~, It IS cl?ptled ~0I' 
reparmg them. The lllner sIde of the basll1 IS provI?ed WIth 
steps, at proper distances, for the purpose of, gettmg more 
conveniently to all parts of the vessel, it is a,lso furnished with 
many flights of steps leading from the bottom up to the quays. 

From hence we passe4 through a strongly-guarded gate to the 
galleys, where we found other' prisoners beside slaves. These 
galleys are old ships of war' unl'igged and unmasted, having theil' 
decks enlarged and covered with a rQof about five or six feet high; 
they are encompassed with a gallery, and hljve, in the fore part, 
steps, which lead to the shore. The whole is painted red, and 
f1as the appearance of a barrack. 

Having shewn our tickets to the captain, we received in1me~ 
diate perm.is~ion to enter the largest of the galleys; tl~(!' inter~al 
part wasdlV1d~d off by two long rows of benches, leavmg a wldp 
path in the middle; e'ach bench cOl1tai.led foUl" galley slaves, al1(~ 
ha,d a qole opposite for the admission of air; in the bac~ part was 
Ii kitchen, and on each side an apartment for the in~pectors. ThCi 
,vhole appeared to be much more cleanly, alry, lind capacious~ 

. tl13ri is ge,nenilly imagined. Each galley contail1s 12QO prisoners, 
whose 10t,.thQug~1 hllrd ~nough, is' by no means ~qul)l to the 
tlfpres,etJtatlOns grven of It. ' , 
, 'It is true, the' slaves are mostly chained two and two, have 

po other bed' than the bate ground; no other coveriJ;lg than 
f(j~rse rags; no 110l1rish.ment, except what is lllll.llllly allowed iq 
pl1S0ns, a~ld, are, notwIthstanding, ,dpoll}ed to lt~e severest .Ia ... , 
b,0·9r ,. , StIll there ~re a variet,Y of:n~odificatiol1S) by which the 
~1!11~t1011 of m311Y IS' rendered sllpponable . 
. 'F Irst, tl:e sla.ves ar~' cOillpelIed to labour ollly every thi]'(~ 

day, on whIch they l:eCel'Ve a larger portion of food. Secondly. 
~~ould they beha,~e well, they are, at the expiration of .si~J 
eIght, t\l:elve, Or inxteep.l1l011~hs, frcedfroJIi their heayychams, 
and confmecl only by a lIght rlllg on the foot; the ~laves thus 
far emancipated; work by pairs,' but are no longer chlrine<t 
t9gether. Thirdly. everyone is' at liberty to procure, either hy 
PIS OWll . Iabo,~r, o.r the b~unt.y' of others~ wlHltev~r ~lCcessaric~ 
~.~'!ney penUlts nIqrto ~l1JPrl . 
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Ire may, for example, purchase for hi,mse1f a m!lttrass, ,1;let.,. 
t.er linen, c1oaths, &c. ; when. it is his turn to labon .. , he may 
~e ~xempt by paying another to worj.{ for him; he can ~end for 
,meat, and' even Wille ill 1ll0deration; anll lessen the rigours of 
his situation ill a variety of other "',ays. '. , 

Each galley receives properly, five hundred active slaves on 
.l;IO,ard, and as they are paid by their empioyers and the sailors 
for e;xtra-Iabour; tli", very poorest may always re1ieve himself to 
a certain extent. 

AmOllg the slaves living on their fortunes are frequently found 
Jnen, who have formerly tilled 'the most respectable situations. 
';fhe galley we visited contained, of this -description, among 
others". a general, who had sold false dismissals to balli:shed, 
.persons; a lie~tenant of l11flrines, ,,)ho hadbeell found guilty 011 

a charge of insubordination; a commissary of Wflr, who had 
~kfrauded the treasury; and a secretary of the marine, who had 
give~l in false estimates. 
: To. these (who were ,co.HPemned for hventy or thirty years) 
the upper apartments were appropriated; they wery distinguish­
able from the rest of the slaves by their dress, cleanllness, &c. 
and had laid out f;or their amuseqlent little gardells, filled with 
qrange and lemon-trees. 

Am, ong the slaves ,who li~e by their own e~ertions, are fl'c­
qllently found Vf\ry skllflU artIsans ~nd professIonal men. On 
bpflrd the galley of which we are now speaking, ",'as an engraver. 
4 musician, a wat~h-maker, and a goldsmitt.1 ; of whom the iu~ 
spector spOke in high terms. Every galley, hesides half a do­
~eIl PUif()QIIS, has ten or twdve men \Iho wasb, au equal num.., 
her of cooks, and at least four barbers. 

We lcft the galley (where all 'the gradations o.f the passions 
may be traced in the vU'!"iolls features of its inhabitants) ami 
haste!led to inspect the remaining parts of the arsenal; coflJpri­
zing the smith's, cooper's,alld sail"llHlker's shops; the foundery 
a!ld rqpc:,grolll1ds; the mast-rpaker's, baker's, and oth'er plflces, 
which ,CaIl)1(;)t be properly described without platq. . 

, Adjoining, to the s111ith's, we wel'e shown a small c,abinet, filled 
with ,a Variety of l}autical curiosities, alld in the marine school a 
room, co!itail1ing models of ships and instrulllc;!nts for teachiug 
'navigation, sh~p-hu,ilding, &c~ '. 

The wodel of the basin, vessels, Sec. was very interestlllg', 
as it conveyed a most pedecfidea of the original, <md appeared 
to have peen executed ,,,ith uBconll1lon precision; yet \\e fpund 
ill sQm,eoJhers a great want of that cleanliness and elegance which 
disti'nguish the Dll tch and English models. 
, Having examined the different parts of the arsenal, .\\'e saw 
tkat notwitslandilJO' the irreo'ularity of its appearallce, its form , ) ;' , Q , ;> 
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is a perfect quadratlgle, ope~ ~on one side, havi~~ the dock an.d 
haven in the centre. A spmt 'of zeal, and dIhgence seemed 
prevalent 111 ~very department, as well' as a spirit of order 
and method; there appeared to us a greater want pf hands" 
than of materials fOl mamifactllfing; and we left the place, with 
tbeconvicti~ll, that, although a most excellent· commencement 
is made,yet a marille force ill not to be raised like an army of con~', 
scripts; because in the former case, the greatest enthusi~sm can 
never make good the want of experience. ' 

This conviction was confirmed on the 'following '., morning, 
when we saw the fleet lyi,ng ~n the r?ads ready for sa,i1'llg. ,W~; 
first went on board the admIral's shIp, and were very cordIally 
received by the famous Lato!lche; we visited many other vessels, 
and'were treated with great politeness; we 'discovered throughout 
the whole, much order and discipline among thecrews,-h!lt 
yet' a want of dexterity: this remark WflS allowed t? be just, even 
by the admiral himself. Although all the ships wefe filled with 
troops, new companies were daily embarkillg. The fleet is vic~ 
tualed for six months; and every thillg, seems to . designate an 
expedition to the West Indies._ 
, The roads of Toulon are, wjth justice, reckoned among the 

first iIi Europe; few are equally large, and cons'equently, few 
equally secure; surrounded on all 'sides by mountaips, and 
guarded by a number of forts, they at once defy both storms 
and every ho.stile enterprize. These picturesque mountains,. 
covered with the most luxurious l'egetation, the grand fleet, ep­
compass~d with innumerable small craft, the view of the town, 
and the high glittering ocean-form one of the finest scenes in th~ 
whole Meditel'raneanSea. ' " 

LETTER XX. 

TOULON.-'PROMEN ADES IN THE TOWN.-THE COURSE,­

THE PARADE.-THE QUAY.-THE RAMPART.-THE GLA~ 
CIS.--THE VALLEY.-THE MOUNTAINS -EXCURSIONS. 

-LA VArL£TTE~nANDOL, &c. &C.-AQUATIC EXCUR~ 
SIONS.-THE PENINSULA ST, MANDRIER.-NATURAL 

HISTORY.-BOTANY.-ICHTIlYOLOGy • .:..co N CHOLOGY.­

MINERALOGY.-REVEST.-BRONSANT._EV'ENOS._OB~ 

SERVATIONS ON TilE INDUSTRY, TRADE, AND l'UBLIC 
HlSTlTUflONS OF TOULON. 

. . .' TOULON, January 1804 • 

BUT the promenades! methinks I 
numerous r are they varied? are they 

heal' yon say, are they 
shady? I will describe 
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them as they really are; judgefqr youself. In the totvn you find 
the course with onlya tree here and there; thtj parade decorated 
with a double avenue of trees, whichpi'oduces a.very pleasant 
impression; the quay exposed to the meridian sun, b4t affording 

'Ipil~h nautical amusement; the rampart very retired,with a 
charming prospect. 

In the suburbs is the Glacis, with tolel'able walks, and ~llan1 ' 
fine views. Farther on lies a foot-path between the, meadows 
and vineyards of the valley j and finally, the sloping sides of .the 
finely cultivated mountains.-Shade in truth, they have not; but ' 
we only spend the winter in Toulon. " 

For more extensive rambles, I mention to Y.Oll s.ev.eral delightful 
'places, Vallette, Belgoncier, BandoIs, La Farlede, '&c. &c. all 
in gre~~repute for the ~alubrity of their air, fine vegetation, and 
enchanting scenery .. To those who wish for a 111ral retreat, 
Vallette, only four miles distant from the town, is particularly 
desirable. 

Have you a taste for aquatic-excursions r 'the roads (capable 
of containing three hundred ships) will g\Ve you ample scope 
for indulging it: on which occasion you niust, by no means, 
omit visiting the lovely peninsula St. Mandrier; as I have been' 
deprived of this pleasure, I will insert fOl; you 'the account 
given of it by Berenger. ' , 

H Thepellinsula St.Mandrier-says he,-:is abouttwo thou5and 
paces wide, and about a league in length, it is divided from cape 
Sepet, and the fort, by an arm of the 8ea flowing majestically 
along, like a fine stream. The house at which Ireside~, situ-' 
atea on the declivity of a hill, between the roads and the tOWII, 
must not be passed over without a more minute description. 

" You land on a fine green lawn, enc'ompassed with gravel to . 
. resist the waves; by a gentle acclivity you are led through vines 
and olives to theg~rden-door; from whellce you discover the. 
house emhosomed in jasmine, olives, and pomegranates; here,seated 
on a shady terrace, you may copiously)nhale an accumulation of 
odours, borne to you 9!l the breezes of. the sea; beyond this is a 
hollow, filled with tuberoses, Arabian jas'mines, J-ft;liotropiurri 
Mignonette,. &c. and shaded by palm, pistachio, and cordia 
trees; farther on you meet with a walk fonnedby'a double row 
of orange and pomegranate trees, leading to a cool grove of Pinus 
maritima, a~pen, and poplar trees. ' 

«At the back of the house VOll ascend a fine eminence, at whose 
ex'trcmityrises hill above hilI, cloathed ~'ith vineyar?s and' tig­
trees; these are succeedl!d by an odoriferous vegetatIOn of rose­
rnaFY, myrtle, broom, &.C. till haying attained the summit~ yo~\ 
rest under'the friendly shade of firs and larches... , 

"ShQuld you fee! disposed to climb another mpuntain" >'o~ wiU 
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lla'fe gained the highest point of the peninsul~, "rh~re, "f~otn tbe­
hermitage y'ou command an unbounded View, mcludmg the 
vale of TOillon, the roads, and part of the ocean, as far as the 
islands of Hyel'es."-Thus much for the pedestrian: ''ie will now 
!peak of that in which Toulon can interest the naturalist. -

Thefille ~otanical garden near the gate de France, superintend€d 
by Martin, surprises and, charms the connoisseur, by displayi~g 
a variety of the scarcest ill1d finest plants,' from the Ardn­
pelago, Asia, Africa, and the West Indies, and prove wflat the 
climate and a southern sun are capable of effecting. In a private 
garden too, are a number of choice exotics, in all the splendor 
of their native soil. No less interesting are the exotics of southern 
Europe,growing Oll the mountains, and the aquatic plants found 
at the foot of the hills bounding the roads. .\. 

The tre'ast1rcs hel"e open to the icthvologist and conchologist, 
may he leal'nt in the celebrated work o(Dal'lnc, which [shall not 
llOW extract, that I may occupy the space with some oryetognos­
tical descriptions and remarks (partly taken from Saussure) con­
erning the supposed volcanos of Revest, Brollssant, and EveilOs' 

Revest is a village lying two short leagues north of Touloll : 
611 the side of a neighbOl~ring mountain" volcanic ren;l3ins are 
thought to have been discovered; but Sanssure maintains;tbat those 
reddish thick layers are nothing but sand-stone, mixed with 
pa:ticles qf white quartz, and red ochre; the component parts 
bemg kept together by a sort of calcareous cement. The country 
people call this stone " Pierre:; colombales," and distinguish it 
definitely from lava " Pierres moresques." It seems that by a 
chemical analysis, the cement before-mentioned being dissolved 
lvith nitric acid, the quartz feU to the hottoni~ and the ochre 
remained at the top allddescended slowly. 

Fro,m h,ence a ratl~er steep road leads up to the extreme 
SUlllnHt of the Montagne de Caume; when you have ascen~ed 
,part of the way, you may clearly discover the limestone restmg 
without any intermediate support on the sand~stone; and at tire' 
same time analyse ,the structure of the limestone which is very 

. . . ~. , 
vanous; sometImes formmg parallel flakes which call conve-
niently be decomposed ~nto vertical ones; but much more fre­
<{uently large ones adhenng to. each other, rather convexed, but 
like the former, having the appearance of strata. 

The pinnacle of the mountain rises accordinO' to Saussul'e'!t 
,.. 'b 

cOmptltatlOn, 408 tOlses above the level of the sea couimand-
ing a '1ery distant horizon; but the view on the land-side is fai: 
t;'~:}Jn agreeable, consi~ting of chalky and nearly shapeless lIiOUn-. 
tams,; '..vh?se barren Sides are but sl)aringly spotted with a small 
portIOn of shrubs. . 
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On'tbe "'e.~tetI;l side of the Montagne de Caurile, you come to 
the village Broussant, where you may make many mineralogicaF 
observations. Here it is that yon discover a ~tratum of pure violet­
blue lava; und extremely poraus, but not a sillgle vestige of a 
nater. On the top of the hill yon find a peculiar ~oit of stone, 
uOilsisting of masses nearly vertically perforated, andiuegularli 
separated; they are composed of three different sl\b~ta:ntes, a, 
ground of ,iron-grey, variegated with brimstorie, coloured, in­
terspersed with gliltering particles of crystal: it ~eems to be a 
fair presumption; that it is not liquified stone, nor proper basalt ; 
but only a basalt of a peculiar nature.· 

The next place famous for its reputed volcanic productions, is 
Everos: they appear; h01Never, on close inspection, to be o11ly 
amygrhlloides interspersed with quartz and calcareous spar; upon 
the hardest the magnet operates very powerfully) Oil the softer 
ones slightl:r only, although both suffer a very strong attraction 
after being IlPplied to the blow-pipe. I 

I must ,1l(Jt omit directing your attention to the nakedi)ess and 
sterility of-fh~~e mountains, which, contras'ted l\;ith the abundant 
cultivatiou-within two miles of the coast, cannot fuil to surpri8~ 
every beholder; 'flS you advance farther inland, nothing ,meets 
your eye but bar~ mountains of chalk, gravel, Sec. Jt appears~ 
from various ·docnments, that they were formerly coveted with 
the finest and most extensive forests, which have imprudently 
been destroyed. - Hence we observe a want of wood· and 'of 
meadow-land. The fertile earth 110 longer ha\·ing any thing to 
keep it together, is washed away by the heavy J"uins; w'hile the 
springs and brooks are dried up: hence the lower extremities of 
these mountains are continually exposed either to ·a parching 
aridity, or to violent rains. But T must hasten ~o 'speak of the 
manufactories, of which there exist only those far night-caps, 
stockings, and coarse woollen cloths; the famoHs ones for soap 
being removed to the to'''118 on the coast of Genoa. The hat-ma .. 
ilUfactories have nearly sunk iilto decay, but a few manufactorie~ 
for refining wine) and some brandy-distilleries, have lately been 
established. 

The trade here is chiefly confined to the coast and pr,ovill~e8. 
~oulon conveys the produce of the adjacent country, ~1;,:, WIlW, 

011, capers, fiO's orano'es) almonds, &c. to Mal'selIles and 
'" , b '1 1 I' 1 Genoa; and receive·s from thence French, Spams I, ta lan, aile 

N orthern procluction~. The merchants who transact the most 
business with this place, seem lit~le more than ,agents, f9 r ~1ar .. 
seiIles; while the chief support of the town 1S denved fJ'Olll 
~mry. -

Toulon can boa~t but of few public institutions, either for the 
instruction of youth~ or for the rdief of the poor. I:'or the former 

FISCHER.] H 
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I have only observed a Lyceum, an" Ecole de Navigatiol'l," . and 
an "Ecole de Sante N avale;" for the latter onl11 a " Hospic~. 
Militaire,"and two "Hospices Civils." , '", 

The. literary so'ciety 1;0 well known by the tJt~e of "S?Clete. 
Libre du Val'," does not meet at Toulon, but ll1 DraguJgnan, 
the chief town of the department, and the seat of th~ prefect. 
In this place appears a weekly paper, called" Bullelm du De­
partement du Var." 

LETTER XXI. 

ARRIVAL IN HYERES.-INTERESTING. AOQUAINTANCE,­

SITUATION OFTH!', TOWN.-VIEW OF THE COUNTRY. 

-AIR AN D CLIMATE,-DOMESTIC ECONOMY,-EXCEL­

l.ENCE OF PROVISIONS,-HINTS FOR TRAVELLERS, &c. 

, H YERES, Jan. 1804. 

ARRIVED at last in my lovely little southern Patmos, I 
iaily ,wander over its delightful mountains and beautiful vale. 
Thatl find little novelty, mustbe admitted; but every deficiency 
is made up by an acquaintance I have formed with J3aron Re~z­
enstein, ambassador at Paris, from Baden, since] 793; who is, 
in the fullest sense, of the word, an excellent man! 

But you wish me to speak of the situation of Hyeres. It is) 
indeed, happily chosen, lying ill a delightful vale, open on the 
south to the sea, and bounded on the north-east and west by tower­
ing mountains. The northern chain of mountains is divided 
from the western by a narrow pass, being the road to. Toulon, 
at whose sloping entrance is the town, divided into three distinct 
parts. The suburbs, which skirt the mo.untains, aye tolerably 
cheerful and cleanly; the town itself, in the centre, is very dark 
and dirty 1 and the old town, on nearly the highest part, presents 
a heap of uninhabited ruins. The suburbs are, on every account, 
to be preferred, and have, o.n the whole, a neat and rural ap .. 
'pearance, but do no.t display any thing either splendid or romantic. 
The population of Hyeres is estimated at seven thousand souls, 
but two thousand may be fairly deducted. 

The vale 011 which it is built is nearly circull\r, the surround­
i~g ,mol\ntain~ are pi,ctur~5quely formed, arid partly covered witb. 
ierttle plantatlOns of fnut-trees, ever-gteen. paks, &,c. and com­
llland a prospect of the vale, variously interspersed with gardens) 
'fillas, meadmys, and fields: of which, ho.wever, only two third!> 

. 1':~n ~e ~ultivated, the other consisting of marshy ground, nUl<­

. IIUlg 111to.. the sea. 
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" lIowever sultry or unhealthy the climate may be in the sum­
mer, or from May till October, in the winter it is doubly to be 
recommended for its mildness and salubrity. If we deduct 20 or 
£4 cold rainy or windy days,. it may be, without exaggeration, 
affirmed, that the whole winter resembles a fine spring .. 
.. Althqugh Hyeres is not entirely defended from the mistral, 
which forces itself through the pass in the mountains; yet it 
blows here with less violence and frequency, a~d is, besidfs, by 
110 means so penetrating as in Marseilles. Although the thermo­
meter may possibly fali to the freezing point, and even, as in 
1709, 1768, and 1789, five or six degrees lower; yet these are 
very rare instances. ... 
, A miJd teiliperature and excellent air render Hyeres a desir~ 

able winter residence.' Inhale but this pure balsam for a few 
months, and you will become another being! 

Provisions are here of the best kind. The water is pure 
and ligbt; the bread fine and of a good HavoUl'; the wiueby 
no mea1~s b~d: it is best, how~ver, to send fo: wine from T~~"1 
loti, wInch IS not attended 'With the least difficulty. Here IS 

~n abundance of fish, venison, poultry, &c. and· the muttOn of 
Hyeres is particulal'ly famous. 'The fruit, particularly straw .. 
berries, oranges, arid pomegranates, are deservedly in high esti I 
ination; and the vegetables,. particularly artichokes, are pro-
verbially fine. Cow's milk and butter are now no 10l1ger ra· 
rities, asin the time of Zulzer: whatever else the stranger may 
want,"is easily procured from Toulon; to which place a convey'" 
~nce goes daily. To persons preferring to reside at an inn, 1re- . 
commend tQc Hotel des Atnbassadeurs; here you find a charm­
ingprospect and good accommodation. Should you prefer living 
in a 'private house, you may have a newly furnished house in the 
counhy for from OIle to two, or from three to four ~ivIies per 
~onth. A single room ill the town costs from twenty to forty 
liyres per month, according to the number of f()'l'~igners there. 

. Should YOll wish to provide for yourself, you may have a cook 
in your house for three livres per day, or be assisted by the per­
sons with whom you lodge. I must, however, observe, that-the 

. formevisvery expensive, and.thelatter very illf.";onvenient. Should 
you like to,beprovided'with board, you may either dine at the 
table d'bI)te, or in a separatf rbqm, for which you may agree a~ 
thirty or forty SOliS. If you are accust~med to certain dishes, Of 

f.";Onfilled to a certain diet, you find it 1I0 objection. My opinion, 
however,is, that the stranger would do better to board all(l 
lodge, asabove-tnentioIled~foi' ftom six to twelve livres. Y Oll 
are· ej{cellently attended, have no trouble, and upon the whole 
llve ~t a cheaper nite. 
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. I shallcQl1cludethis letter with a few desultory remarks,for 
the benefit of future travellers. If you have need of a .physician+, 
y.ouwill find in DQctor 'Pannon a very s~ilful .one. Ifyo!l wish 
tp rine out every day, yoq may be ,gratified fo\' from t11lfty to 
~hilty-five sous. If you chuse a private house, be sure to fix 011 

the hio'hest part of the town, takino- care to shun the damp north­
ern, side. As most of the floor; are of stone, YOllshould insist 
on carpets, and to, provide yourself with socks, fur-shoes, &c;:.. 

LETTER XXII . 

• A..",rUSEMENTS OF RYERES.-SOCIAL tIFE.-READlNG.,....., 

• PRO M EN ADES.--EX CURS 10 N s.-~-s ALT-WO RKS.---THEl 

ETANG.-THE PE:-.'INSUI,A GIENS.-TH,E lSLA.N,nS.-,-NA~ 

TURAI, HISTORY, PARTICULARLY BOTANICAL AND llH-, 

NERALOGlCAL REMA.RKS.--AqRICU~ .. :pjRAL A:!iD STATlS~ 

T1CAL RF;!I~AltI(S, &c, 

, II YERES, Jan; 1304, 

W HA'P sod;tl intercourse can be fOl-!nd in Hyeres? Certainly 
too. little, although of other amnsements there a,re, (j!) that ac;' 
eOllut, the more. Every thing depends on the number of stran~ 
gers; when there are many, viz. when it is a good year, balls;. 
concerts, as~emhlies, literary circles, all follow of course. When 
it i~ a qad year, the amusepJents are less l1uII1erous; bl!t pleasure 
is ahmys to be found in Hyeres. ' . . 
~ For thosewhq like ~'eading, the(e is a pretty privl1-te library 
here; besideswhic/:I, ,books may be had with great facility every 
day from 'foulon; and you may, every evening,r~ad the best, 
l}e\VSpapers and journals by the ,post, for aqoqt three Louis d' ors 
in the whole, , ' , , 

The promelpqes, bqth ill the vale lj.~ci l1-roulld tlie 1ll0lintains, 
are s'o various, so picturesque, abollnding il~ rqnlantic spots; 
in extensive and gruI1dprospects of land apd sea; in the l,l)'ost 
brill;ailt colours :-lnit no Qne Cal} de~cribe these sceries better 
than Baroll Reizcnstein.' , 

The pr~tt,Y ber~nita~e, <;>11 .a. £11.e l~ili in the vicinity ,i?fthe ~e~~ 
forms an IIlterestmg excurSIOn; It IS called Chapelle, de N pir~ 
Dame de l'Assumpt.ion; be.yond th~t, the l\1ontagn():desOis<;:au~ 
(~Ibntagne de Carqheirane), frDm wl'lOse'summit yOlt ~h4Y, citioy 
I.~,e: most exquisite 'prospevt: still farther are the s.ilt-works on 
~he beach, the Etang, thE) pef!il1~i!I~ Gieqs, and the islands-all 
rmply l'epaying the tl'~l\Qle of ~ 'vi~it.' 
, 'The salt·works consist, as ilsual, of a number of small ~asins~ 
(;cpal'~ted by canals that may be shut, at pleasure: it')s both i~~ 
structlve and pleasant to 'see the manner in which the salt-watel' 
1,~ ~lc!mitted~ mi~ed with river water, and conducte~ from ba,~i~ 
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to basi~, till it forms crystals: this cali only take place insdmmel'. 
viz. from, May ~o September. ' The magazine, habitations of th" 
5u'Perintendant~,' excisemen, &.c. form· the appeanmce' of a little 
liea-port. 'The salt is mostly"sent to Toulon; Marseilles, and 
Geiloa, a,nd pro'dllces a revenue of 400,000 livres';: ' ' 
, The Etang is about four Erlglish miles :frorq the town, situ';' 
~t~d in the centre -of an Isthmus running from the southern coast; 
It IS about- a: lea.gue long, and half a league broad, and is dividell 
into two parts ,by a narrow slip of land: at, the southern eud 
a salt-canal has been made, and many niches cut in it, by 
wq.ich I-Iyeres is plentifully supplied with fish The three little 
iblands -in the' midst of the Etang, contain a great number of 
aquatic birds, particularly reCOlllmended to the 1I0tice' of tht; 
Bportsma!1.- . 
! The ea~tern part of the isthmus, in whose centre the Et-ang i~ 
placed, joins the roads of Hyeres; alld is called la ,Plage de fa. " 
Manarre ;-the lower partof the isthmus is the peninsula Giens~ 
contain~ng a variety of interesting .o~jects. ' - ' -
.. ' 'rhe three'isl arias of H yeres are' ca:\Jcd Porquct'olles, . P orticr~. 
and duLevallt. ) The first is the most western, the larg.est and" 
ruost woody; it contaiils about eighty-tive inhabi tauts : the second' 
li~s three leagues farther,to the east; m0re elevated, very fertile. 
and has "uboutfifty inhabitants': the lust is inhabited the leflst, 
fruitful, at1d abouttbree quarters of a league distant from the 
second in a similar direction. \.'P~ 
'- These islands may ~ll be seen from Hyeres,' from which they 
are between four or five leagues distant; they ar~ defended Ly 
small forts, ~nd' covered by a vegetatiGfl of lavender and straw­
berries. Porticros is the only one having a haven. The beau­
tiful basin in whi~h they lie, (about five and twenty sea leagues 
long, and fifteel'! wide) is called the toadR Qf Hyeres. 

In all these perambulations the naturalist, the agriculturist, 
and ~:pineraIogi$t, may make a variety of iuteresting ob~erva­
tions. 

The mountains deserve to be examined on account of the 
matter composing them; the 110rther~ ones consist of slate, ?nd 
the southern 'ones of lime~stone, modIfied, however, by a varIety 
of mixtures and gradations. The most remarkable is t1}e mica­
ceous earth on' the Island St.Jean, and the singular union of lime 
~nd spllr on the ,Montagne des Oiseanx. 

What a number of southern plallts, distinguished by their 
beauty and'vadety" arl'esfthe attention of the botanist at every 
step; while .the the manifold sorts of oranges and lemons, open 
to the pomologist an-infinite field of ·enquiry ~,j • 

Not less interestino' is the system of agncuIture adopted In 

the $outh ofPrance,:ncl which may here be Rtudied with much 
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pleam,re.al1?profit; H~re where fruit, v~getab~~g, and flowers· 
attai~, \he 41ghest perfectIOn, he. may convll1ce. ~I~self,. ~hat the 
Capeau" inWlion with small brooks,-produ~es. t~ls fertlhty, but. 
at the same time forms the unhealthy morasses whIch extend along 
the coast, in length a league, and in breadth a quarter '!fa league:. 
the exhalatiops arisillg froll} these morasses occasion the epide~ 
mical di.sease~ of t\1e southern slU11Iner .. We may expect some. 
very copio~sand accurat,e information 611 the agriculture and 
Jlatu~\ll history of this .place} from Volney,- who has been spend~ 
ing ~ome weeks here. , 'Ii' ., , 

The. chief products exported from Hyeres, are oil, wine, 
fruit, vegetables, and flowers, which are sent, almost exclusively,.: 
to MaJ;~iIles and TonloI} •. The oranges .alone are very pro­
ductive; at present they sell. a thousand for forty.:-five li.vres. III 
the SUil'lIIHlf they export by water; loading tm.e. vessels at the 
beach ,near the salt-works; but in winter all merchandize: must. 
be, conveyed at least as far as Toulon by lan~, the c.oast being 
much, too dangerous.}:); fJ() .,,' : 'vl' .._ 
. The dl'aining ,the marshe~~ forming a callal as far as Byeres, 
fini!ihing aseC1,l,re l;Iaven, already c;ommenced by Ceinturon, migh~ 
be completed fOI" thirty thousand livres, and would be followed; 
by the most benefiCial effects to the health, the trade, alld 0pll" 
lenee of th~ inhabitants i but f9r.a century all,11&8 evaporated iQ 
empty wishes. :: ~O' . . 

1'0 the observer of human nature, Hyeres is very interesti"g\ 
The people are distinguished from the inhabitants of all other 
provinces, by r,efirlement and gentleness. of manners; they' ar~ 
worldly minded, and possess that. pJiability of character which 
enables them to gain the favour of '~rS(;lUs from aU nations of 
the world. They understand the mal1agement of the sick, even to 
the most trifling minutire; with an inordinate lave of gain, they 
never forget the preservation of this fame: much as they depend 
npoR strangers, they always regard thelll as sacr.ed. . .: 

How inexpressibly sweet are here the tranquil hours of solitud«f~ 
cnjoyc(l under the serenest heaven, embosomed .in a land. of ever­
blooming sweets :-+here have I felt a soft ecstasy unknown before; 
for here it was that the illustrious princess once s~ood, whose ap­
probation is my pride; whom to honour is the happilless of my 

. life; whose name Europe utterswith reverence; aud.wJlOse fallJ.!: 
the history of the science~ will render immortal! ,'.' . 

. 1 cannot conclude this letter, 1 think, . mare acceptably, than 
WIth a .few general hints for the advanc~meI\t Qf yQl\r health and 
COllvemence. 
. I take it for granted that, since you have allotted only twelve 

lil.lI1dred dollars for the expences of your journey hither, you 8l e 
wlthout a servant, and mgster of the French languf\g~; that yo~ 
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:,u-c 'provided with' lett'ers of credit, from a substailtial house, a 
passport from the French lvnbassador, aud with letters ofrecolTl­
lnendatioI:l for every important town through which -you intend to 
pass : but this is not enough for 011e in your precarious state of 
health. 

In order to avoid the detestable post-carriages, you would do 
\vell to hire a separate conveyance at 'Frankfort on the Main, 
alighting at the Weidenhof, to rest yourself. Th~s house is particu­
larly to be recommended to sick travellers, for its open eastern ::;itu­
ation; from whence yo,u may coiltillue your route, either through 
Alsace or Swisserland . 
. .- Should you chuse the former, you may go to Strasburg, in 
the diligence, in about forty hours, where you ""ill find another 
equally convenient to take you to Lyons. In the latter case, 
y'0u can proceed to Basle, in the imperial diligence, fitted up 
quite in the French style, where you will meet with another to 
convey you to Gene,va; from whence you proceed to Lyons with 
a courier. At Strasburg, the house of Weiss is well known for its 
fine situation and extreme cleanliness. At BasIe, you would do 
well to lodge with Iselin, at The Three, Kings; and a,t Geneva7 

aux Balances; where you'will be well satisfied with the a,ttendance 
and table. Should y~u prefer an inferior iun, ,you will, perhaps, 
do better to put up at the Krone. ' 

At Lyons, where you will, of course, rest a few days; there 
is good accommodation at the Pare au Pare, -sit\lated in the 
Place de Terraux; 01' the Hotel des Ambassadeurs, in the Place 
Bellacour. From Lyons you can go to ,Marseilles in the dili­
gence; but you must fake your place ill time, 01' YOIl will not 
procure one. I should advise you by no means to go by water. 

When you arrive at Marseilles, do not neglect to. chuse an 
open and sunny residence, should you desig~ to stay there for 
any length of time. You would fil~d it conducive to health to 
let ,your food, be simple, chiefly consisting of mutton, fruits. 
and wine, which you here find (as before remarked) in high 
perfection. ' 

When you wish to proceed to Hyel'es, take the diligenFe, 
which sets off '~t four in the morning; and arrives at Touion, 
between six and seven in the evening. From thence, I should 
advise you to take a horse, and proceed to Hyeres, setlding your 
baggage by the el'rand~cart. If you manage your journey thQs, 
it will '"not cost you more than six livres; otherwise, Y0Lt must 
pay tell or twelve. , 

rIne,best time for visiting Hyere~ is the middle.ofSeptembe,r, 
returning to Germany at the end of April, by which you aVOid 

t&e. a~umnal s,torrn~. 
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On your arrival in Fra~n<;e, do not omit to. enquire '~'hu~ is, 
esteemed contraband. :::;hew your money without heSitatIOn,' 
but do not foro'et to ask for a pas8e-avant, which will readily be. 
granted. Do'" not omi~ to. use J'OUI' ~orsted stockings,' fur­
shoes and other warm clothmg, with whIch you have, of course, 
been 'careful to provide yourself, anci \vhich are indispensablefOi' 
the preservati~nof your health. Adieu.,~My next will be fl'om' , 
Nizza, to which place I am lJOW hastemng. 

LETTER XXIII. 
~ 

~RRrvAL AT l\IZZA.~COUNTRY AND CULTURE.~SITUA-
TION OF THE TOWK.-THE'RAMPARTS.-TERRA'CE.­

OBSERVATiONS ON TH,E TRADE, INDUSTRY, AND CLl­

:MATE.--DOMESTl CARRA N GEMENTS.--AMUSEMENTS. 

-G EN ERAL REMARK SJ &c. ' 

NJZZA, Januarj,,1804.' 

I-IAVING taken shipping at Hyeres, I landed here after a dan~ 
gerous 'navigation of three' days, arid was enchanted, with the; 
'View, of the lovely gardens, and groves of almond aba, o!'ange-; 
trees 011 the opposite shore. There are various conveyances from 
Hyeres to, Nizza by land, tIle post, the courier, \he diligenr:e, 
or return conve):ances; by W:ltel'" YOII may tal,e either a felucca' , 
to yourself, which is very. expensive, or tak,e your pas~age 'in 
a coasting-vessel, which is very inconvenient. ., 

The country round Nizza is in an excellent state, of cultivation; 
, particularly the Jast halfleague before you reach the town, present­
illg a beautiful and variegated assemblage of houses, gardells, vine­
yards, &c. &'c. on each side of the road: farther on ~y(>u come. . 
to the old Benedictine abbey of St. POllS; mjd beyond that t(), 
the late Franciscan cloister Cimiez. :From the terraceS of both, 
but particularly of the latter, you ,may contemplat~ the most; 
magnificent and inviting prospect. " 
, The town lies at the foot of the mountain Montalban" and by 

DO means abounds in remarkable edifices, although most of the­
churches are internally well decorated; that wortllY of the most, 
attel1tion i~ the cathedral, where it is easy to perceive that you; 
are oU the borders of Italy. ' . .. i 

-, The I'u;nparts afford a chan;ning di~play of fine ~eneI:y, pre­
lIenting, as it were, a new object at every step'-, ' , ' 

Not less delightful is the long and spacious terrace adjoining' 
the. shQre, of th.e gulph, ftom .. :whence you may contemplate a: 
vanety of plea~mg objects; and el~o'y lbe must refreshing ~ea."'; 
breeze~. 
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. The trade of Nizzel is certainly an insignificant provincial one: 
its chief articles are oil, silk, oranges, lemons, and vegetables; 
for which are returned (chiefly from Mal~Heilies and Genoa) cornf 
shawls, linen; hardware, spices, sligar, coffee, salt, &c. , 

The principal branch of industry appears to be the prepara­
tion of perfumery, which has'increased very much, to the great 
iitiury of Grasse, since the union of this place with France. 

The climate of Nizza (du'ring the five months) is un.doubtedly, 
the mildest and most salubrious in all the ~outh of I'I'allce. De-: 
ducting a few s'tonlls preceding and following the winter solstice, 
it is impossible to live Hnder a milder heaven. Nothing is to be 
apprehended from cold, the high chain of Alps entirely barring its 
access: this mild tempel:ature produces, however, one, evil, and 
ihat not 'a slight one; I mean the number of insects which 
abound, not ouly· here, hut in Hyeres and Marseilles; parti­
cularly the large gnats, which, notwithstanding the lise of iron 
be?steads, moss-beds, nets, fumigations, &c.always remain a great 
nUIsance. 

Every article is here fun as expensive as in Marseilles, per­
haps, tven more so. On your arrival, you may go to the Hotel 
de York, in the pJace St. Dominique; after which it would be 
better to take lodgillgs in the suburbs, making a definite agree­
inent fO!" every thing you wish to have, and being very particular 
as to the cleanliness of the furnitme. Take care' to avoid living 
in a country-house, as they arc generally damp and unhealthy 
during the winter. I would not advise you to provide your own 
f'ood, but agree to have it sent from an hotel,: and as the water 
is bad, you should nevel~ use any withoutpassillg it first through a 
filtering-stone. 

Beside the variety of cnarnling promenades. with whid.l Nizza 
abounds; there is a theatre, a casiuo, a Teading-room, and a 
t:irculating library, by 110 meGlns to be despised: 

LETTER XXIV. 

WAY TO VILLAFRANCA.--SITUATION.--WARM CLIMATE, 

AND FINE V'EG,ETATION.--WAY TO MONACO.--PICTU­

REsgUE S9ENERY.-IlA VEN, AN D TnADE.-M~NTON.­

REMARKS.' 
VILr,AFiL~NC.\, January, 1804. 

y OU see l am constantly advancing along the c~ast, and 
shall conclude this from Menton, a litHe j';ea-po~t. ~Illafra.l1c.a 
is !lot more than three quarters of a league from NlZta; I~ fll 
most pleasant to go by wate·. The view of the rOads) the hIgh 

FiSCHER.] 1 
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mountains, the isthmus, the' distant scenery formed by the town; 
the woods the little batteries 'peeping between the lofty trees, 
,vith a nun:ber of other interesting objects, were truly picturesque 
and delightflll., ' 

The climate of Villafranca seems to be still hotter than that 
of Nizza, froni the concentrations of the sun's rays between 
the mOlintains. The Ceratoria siliq.zta 111ay here be seen in as 
much perfection as in Catalonia; aud were it not for the indo. 
lenee of the inhabitants, ananas might also be gl'own: the 
little isthmus is, however, Vi'ell cultivated, and produces the 
finest oranges, lemons, and olive-trees, some of the latter hav-
ing trunks six feet in diameter. . 

"'From Villafranca 1 passed over to Monaco, preferring the 
land conveyance, though in'convenient, for the sake of enjoying 
the fine country, aud was fully recompensed when I ,ascended 
Mount Eza, by the prospects from its towering summit. Fron~ 
thence 1 proceeded to the little village Eza, which lies on the 
sea-shore, on a steep dLclivity; and pas~ed Oil through naked 
and gloomy rocks to La Turbia, where the remains of a mo­
nument, erectecl to the honour of the emperor Augustus, af(~ 
still to be 5een. A few paces behind Turbia, Monaco is dis­
coverable, standing all a rock united to the 111ain land by aq 
isthmus, which may be considered as' a sqrt of peninsula. 

You now descend one high !nOlllltain, and ascend another, 
~U1til yot.! finally reach Monaco, which consists of nothing more 
than about half a dozen miserable and ~hinly inhabited streets,­
forming the town, to the left of which lies the castle. 

The only thing worthy of notice in this "Petit Paris," as the 
inhabitants called it before the revolution, is a Qeautiful te~Tace, 
formerly belonging to a convent of nuns, commailding a fine 
and extensive 'prospect as far as Corsica. 

The rocks on which Monaco lif;;], are overgrown with Oactul 
opulZtia, and forf!1 a sort of windmg harbour, tolerably secure, 
€XCtpt with an east wind. Monaco derives, however, little 
advantage from it, a~ it po~sesses only Some small craft for the. 
~onveyance of 011 and lemons to Nizza and Marseilles. It would 
be unjust to omit inentlOniug the politeness of the inhabitants, 
although ,i\1.onaco is one of the most wretched places in the 
whole depal~t111ent. . I . ' ' 

¥~NTO~, January, 1804 • 

. A PICTURESQUE country, and' a profusion' of lemon­
!re::,8: al\n~)unced to me my a.{lproach to this opulent li,ttle .tO~VI~~ ,n Llct, the lemon-trees con~tltute Its whole wealth. '1 he frUIt IS 

~ent by the inhabitants to France, England, Holland, and ])~n~ 
" - . -' -." 
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mark; there are individuals whose gardens produce them from 
10 to 12,000 livres peJ' annum, although a thousand lemons 
never sell for more than 2& livres: as Menton has no harbour, 
foreign ships are obliged to Anchor a qua~t~r of a league distant 
iii open sea, where they receive the lading from small vessels • 
. The inhabitants appear to be very good-natured and obliging. 

A stranger may, without scruple, enter a lenioncgarden, and 
rullS no risk of offending the proprietor should he· gatLIer 
some orthe fruit. The finest of these gardens belongs to Car­
nolet castle, formerly the property of the prince of· Monaco, 
and sold during the revolution for a mere triile.-I must slso 
mention that, .at a small distance from Menton, grow a quantity 
of fine palm-trees, whos~ branches are sent to Italy, and form 
no inconsiderable part of the_ trade of this town. 



APPENDIX. 

QUARANTINE REGU'LATIONS 

AT 

MARSEILLES: 

INTRODUCTION, 

T fIE plague can only be propagated by touching infected 
objects.-~his maxim is the found~tion upo~ w~lich. aU quara~­
tine regulatIons are founded. No commUllIcatlOn IS held until 
the possibility of infection is vanished, or the perfect health of 
the suspected objects is fully ascertained:-this. fundamental 
Jlrinciple must l>e recognized in every stage of quarantine. Thus 
]t is in Marseilles, where every thing is under the direction of a 
lIoard of health, subject alone to the controul of government. 

In order clearly to understand the excellent and celebrated 
quarantine laws of l\1,arseilles, a distincti~n must be made be­
tween the preparatory measures and the proper quarantine. -Un­
der the fonner is compreheildedevery thing relating to the ex­
amination of susp~cted ships, &c. Under the latter, eVery 
thing neceS()ary for cleansing and purifying / them. Of both I 
shall speak at large •. 

EXAMINATION OF THE CERTIFICATES. 

ALL ships coming from the Levant, and other suspected 
po~ts, must anchor, on their arrival, in the gulph of Mars~ilJes, . 
near the Island Pomigues, a few sea-leagues from the town. 
lIere they are ~xafllined from tb .. e fort by means of a speaking­
trump~t :-" W~ere d0'y?U cotn~ from ?-What is your name?-

.. What IS your ladlllg ?-,-What certificate have you?" 

4 



EXAMIN ATlON OF CERTIFICTES • 

. Upon the certificate depends the necessity of performing· qua-, 
rantine, and its duration. These are received from the French 
consul, in the place where the ship takes in her lading, and con­
taIn every particulaf concerning the state of health there, exactly 
and conscientiously set forth: according to the variations they COIl­

trun, they are called "Patente nette," or " touchee j" " Patente 
soup~onnee," or " brute." 

They are called " Patente n~tte," when the state of heal~h is 
described as perfectly free from eyery infectious diseuSt'. "Pa­
tente tOllchee,"- when the ship, though at the time f~'ee from sick 
persons, came to them from a suspected port. "Patente soup-
9onnee," when they declare there prevailed in the port where 
the vessel came from, a pestilential or epidemical Hisease; or 
that sh.e held communication with caravans coming ftom countries 
where the plague rages; and finally," Patente brute," whenthey 
expressly declare, that the plague rages in the haven, or adjacent 
~ollntry, and that goods are on board coming from thence. 

According to these certificates are the nature and duration of 
quarantine decided, and for their authenticity the' consul must 
answer with hig life. ' 

No ship coming from a suspected port or harbour can be ad:­
lUitted.: and should the captain have, in this re~pect, bee» guilty 
of negligence, or insincerity, it exposes him to many illCQUve ... 

JlIiel)CeS, and severe punishment. 
AGcording to these ·certificates is determined near what part 

of the island the newly arrived vessel shaH au.chor. Ships'with 
.~ Patente nette," and " touchee," remain in the usual bal'blOur 
of the island, where the place is assigned to each: vessels, on 
the contniry, with "Patente soup<;onnee," and "brute," must 
:mchor in a small cove called la Grande Prise, on the north side 
of the harbour. 

As soon as the ship is at anchor, the captain must go to the 
habitation of the " Substitut du Bureau)" a clerk appointed 
lJy the board of health Jor this purpose,;--and Lcw com..' 
mences (mituraHy at a nece~sary distance) a new and, mi­
nute examination, which, when taken down in writing, is 
transmitted to the chief board. Captains having " Patentes 
neUes," aIld " tOllchce$," receive permission to go to the Con~ 
sigll1e; while those who have " Patentes soup~Q[m€es" and 
U bwtes," are sent to the lazaretto: in order, howev.er, to pre';; , 
''-.ent aU communication with them in the interval, a " Bateau de, 
Service" is appointed to tow them. to the pl~e of destlll;ttion. '. 

The Consigne is a building where the chief board of health 
flits; it is situated to the left, at the entrance of the haven of Mar~ 
seilIes,' under the fort of St. Jean, and is built on a rising ground: 
it co.ntains three large rooms, some small ones, a~l anticbamber, 



10, 
t:ISCItElt'S TItA "ELS. 

and magazine ; all the windows provided with iron grates. In the 
fore:"part is a pier where the boats are brought up. When the 
captain arrives, the first thing is to administer the oath; but for. 
this, no bible is used, and only a square paper with the begin­
ning of St. John's gospel; this, covered with glass, and pasted to 
a board of the same size, is reached to him with a long handle~ 
while the officer pronounces with a loud voice, " Swear .. that you 
will speak the truth !" . , 

After this formality, which is never omitted, commences a 
inillu,te enquiry :-" Where do YOll come from r-What is your 
name r-What lading have you ?-When did you sail?-Have 
JOU run in any where during your voyage, or held any commu", 
I)ication at sea?-"\Vhat luggage have you r-What passengers 
have you r-What is the general state of health on boar.d your 
vessel ?''-In a word, they make e.very enquiry possible in such a 
case; after which the captain must deliver his certificate, by 
placing it in a split stick, which is held' to him for the purpose: 
when it has been be~n dipped in vinegar, it is, spread out on a 
bpard for the perusal of the iiltendarit, who compares it with the 
decIanition before received, and only pronounces it "regular" 
in case of the most perfect accordance. 
, Should the ~aptaill have letters, he must deliver them in like 
manner: those for the government and persons of rank are fu­
migated, those for the merchants. are immersed in vinegar; and 
eut open at the edges, and carefully searched, to prevent the en­
closure of patterns, &c. 

For fumigating the letters, an oaken cylinder is used, six 
French feet in h,eight, and a foot and a half in diameter, covered 
at every joint with iron; the top is provided with a cover, and 
the bottom entirely open: two feet below the cover, a small 
grate is placed, and nnder that a ring, which exactly fits a coal 
fire of the same size. Whenlettel:s are to be fumigated, they are 
laid Oil the grate, and the cylinder placed over the fire into which 
the perfume has been previously thrown; by the closing the lid .. 
the evaporation is prevented, and the letters absorb the smoke in 
every part, while the writing and paper remain uninjured. 

This being euded, the captain returns to Pomegues, where, 
nnder a guard, he awaits the resolution of the board as to the 
nature of the quarantine he must hold. Should his " Patente" 
be" soup<.;onnee," or "brute," and he be subjected to the laza­
retto, he is again examined on the quay, and must then return 
on board, in expectation of farther orders. 
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SUBJECTION TO THE QUARANTINE. 

rr:HERE are four thillgs which have an influence in the ap­
pointment of quarantine with respect to its nature and duration, 
viz. the certiticate,' the goods, the harbour from whence the vessel 
comes, and the incidents which may have happened 4uring the 
voyage. ., 

With respect to the first, it has b~en spoken of; we therefore 
pass on to the second, namely. the goods, which are classt;d as 
either susceptible of infection (susceptibles), or not sUlSceptible 
(non~sllsceptibles.) , 

Those susceptible of infection are, wool o'f every kind, cot. 
tOll raw and spun, flax, hemp, oakum, goat's hair, silk, lineQ, 
wooII!m-stu:B-s of all kinds, spunl5e, furs,morocco, dry Bkin~. 
books, parchment, Spanish-leather, paste-board, feathers, corah .. 
beads and rosaries, hardware, doaths, mOlley, fresh flowers, 
uutarred hemp, and cordage. 

Goods not susceptibJe ar~, spices of all sorts, coffee, orpi­
m,ent, tobaccq,raw coral, undresseq hides, gauze, pearl-ash, nitre, 
wax, ivory, gall-nuts, natrum, graiu, shell, fruits of all sOrts, ore, 
plants used for dying, cochineal, ashes and soda, oil, minerals, 
salt meat, dried frUits, wine, spirits, and liquids in general, hO~J 
esparto, tallow, alld tarred cordage. ' 

The vessels are all classed for their quarantiue according to 
the harbours from which they come. Those from Dalmatia, as 
far as Egypt and Morocco, come under the first mentioned, 
quarantine; those from Tripoli and Algiers, in the second; and 
those from Constantinople, Smyrna, the Black Sea, &c .. in the 
thi,rd: ~his class extends also to the Spanish, Italian, 'and North., 
American harbours, (on account of the yellow-fever) according 
as thf:J ship was laden nearer ,or farther from these places, . ' 

The fourth or last point influencing the natllre and duration of 
the quarantine, is formed by the incidents occurring before or 
durmg the voyage, for example: When the plague raged for the. 
Ja~t time, and how long in such sea-port r-Wllether, during 
the passage, any person or persons had become ill, or djed r­
"Whether the ship had been boarded bya corsaid-Whether he 
ran into one or more suspicious portsr--Whether 1I!'l has had 
any suspicious communications while at sea? ' 

In order ~lore clearly to shew the modifications of the qua-
rantine, we state it as follows: ' 

~. Ships with" Patente nette," but having OIl board' " SUB­

ceptibles," from any of the &ea-ports to the east of Dalmatia, 
Egypt, a~d Morocco, mllst perfol"H1 quarantine, t\ye~ty day's •. 
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IT. Ships with (( Patente touchee," having similar goods, ancf 
coming from the same port, must hold quarantine twenty-fi~'e . 

days. . . I '- P '" d"1 f ' 
11 r. ShIps Wlt 1 f'atente ~oup<;onnee, ' goo s ~Iml ar, ~om 

the same harbour, must submIt to twenty-five days quarantme; 
and the goods are, dmiilg nine flays, 'exposed to the air. 

I v. Ships wi~h " Patente brute," lading the same, perform 
quarantine thi!tydays, preceded by a fourteen days' airing of the 
goods all board. "-
, v, Ships with ", Patcnte nette," lading "non susceptibles," 
coming from the same port, must perform quarantine eighteen 
days; , those with "Patente touchee," twenty days; with " Pa­
teute soupconnee," twenty-five days, and fourteen days previous 
'airing of the goads; with" Patente brute,", thirty days quarantine, 
,aIm fourteen days previous airing of the goods Oil board. 

VI. Ships with" Patente nette," goods" susceptibles," from 
. the ports of Tripoli and .Algiers, must be twenty-eight days in 
qUllrantille; \1'ith" Patente tOllchee," from the same port, cargo 
the same, thirty days; with " Patente soup<;onnee," cargo the 
same, coming from the same port, thirty-five days, and fourteen 
days airing of the goods on board; with " Patente brute," 
lading the same, from the same' port, fOl"ty days, and three 
weeks airing of the goods on board. 

VII. Ships with" Patente nette," goods" non susceptibles," 
coming from the same port, hold quarantine twenty-five days; 
with ". Patente touchee," thirty ;days; with " Patente sonp­
~olllJ6e," thirty-five days, and ten days airing of the goods; with 
" Patente brute," forty days quarantine, and fourte'en days 
airing of the goods on board. , 

VI I I. All vessels'coming from ConstantinDple, the Channel, 
Smyrna, and the ports of the Black Sea, are, without regard to 
their " Patellte," Dr lading, Dr any distinction whatever, CDn~ 
fliden:d as vessels with," Patente brute," goods " suscel>tible~" 

OBSERVATfONS. 
THE c~mmon quarantine regulations are to be observed only 

wl)e~ n01:hmg has happ~ned before or during the voyage; should 
a shIp, ~or.example, saIl fourteen days after the ceasing of the 
plague, It IS condemned to the most rigid quarantine; shonld it 
)luve ceased from sixty to' seventy days previolls to the sailillO", 
thl'( qu.arantine is less s!rict; has it ceased !ron; f>eventy to eighfy 
days, It's observed as III " Patellte touchee," alld~ only after tlJe 
eightieth day, observed as H Patente nette." 

Should the ship, have heen boarded by a corsair, the ,question 
thtn recurs, From what port was he di~patched? and should the 
f>lague have raged thel'e, the ship must observe qu:rtantine as 
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with, " Patente t?uche.e;" but should the plague have raged in 
that port at the tIme th.ecorsair left it, the quarantille must be 
performed as with "Patente brute." If, however, the vessel 
havt,! b~en forty days at sea since theboal'ding, withont allY one 
becommg sick, or dying, the customary quarantille is only pro~ 
longed ten days.-I now proceed to speak of the manner, of per­
forming quarantine. 

QUARANTINE. 

By <J.u~rantine we understand aU things l'el~ting to cleansin~ 
and pUrIfymg a vessel: these vessels may be eIther suspected 6f 
infection, or actually infected. In both these cases; however, 
the same regulations must be observed, excepting only some 
trifles. For the sake of order we shall speak separately of the 
quarantine of the ship itself, that of the crew, passengers, and 
goods. 

QUARANTINE OF THE SHIP. 

THE ship, on its arrival off Pomegues, is ~bliged to remain 
in that part of the harbour where it first anchored. It is attended 
by two guard-boats, and several soldiers are sent on board to pre­
vent all communication, and to see that no other vessel ap­
proaches within a hundred toises of the island; and that the 
whole ship is, every where, daily washed and cleansed. 

QUARANTINE OF THE CREW,&c. 

WITH the quarantine of the ship, that of the crew and pas­
sengers is also connected; the first receive their food from a con-' 
siderable distance, reached to them with long poles: the crew 
of every ship is allowed by law. to fish in the hai'bour, yet in 
such a manner as not to have the slightest communication with 
the shore. Every sailor is examined daily by the guard on board, 
and should the least symptom of'fever be perceived, he is in­
stantly removed to the 'lazaretto; as is the body of every persoll 
dying on board, that it may be carefully dissected. 

Besides this, an account of the situation of everyone on board, 
and oJ every occurrence, is dilily transmitted to the board for 
·consideration. 

The passengers have their choice whether they will perform qua­
rantine 011 board the ship, or in the lazaretto: ohould they pref~r 
the former, it must be with the consent of the captain; should 
thev wish the latter; they mu~;t live tiler,: at their own expl)nCfo 
Few wish to reHlaiu on boanl, unless led to it ii'OIll aVi\·rice ~r 
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extreme po,verty. In the latter case, tbe captain may be forced to 
keep them on board, without any remuneration. 
, PasRengers repairing to the lazeretto cal1not leave the vessel 
till all their luggage is strictly examined. They are conveyed 
in the ship's boat, which is towed by a quarantine-boat, On 
their an'iy,,J at the lazaretto, they are received in a thick cloud 
of smoak, prepared for fumigating them, and immediately at­
tended by a gliard, who conducts, them to their room, and never 
leaves them during their stay: their cloaths, &c. ",re hung up in 
an arcade to air.-If there be animals in the. ship, those with 
long hair are cleansed on board; short-haired. ones are force~ 

, to swim to land. Birds are sprinkled with vinegar, and then 
, regarded as purified. 

QtTARANTINE OF GOODS. 

I'l' must be here, in the first place observed, that both the quality 
of the goods, and the purport of the certificate, may make an es­
sential difference in the manner of performing quarantine: the qua­
ljty of the goods decides whether they must be comeJed to the 
la~aretto, or whether they may remain on board; the certificate 
decides ~lhether they must be purified on board previous to 
being taken to the lazaretto. ' 

Corn, shell-fruit, ore, bars of metal, ashes, soda, oil; mine­
rals, salt meat, dried fruits, wine, spirits, horn, esparto, tallow, 
~U1d tarred cordage, may remain on board. 
. Wool of all kinds, cotton raw and spun, flax, hemp, oakum, 
goat's-hai~', silk, linen, stuffs, and shawls of all sorts, spunge, 
furs, raw and dried hides, morocco, books, parchment, Spanish­
leather, pasteboard, feathers, strullg beads and rosaries, hard- I 

ware; all articles manufactured with cotton, silk, 'wool, hemp, 
flax; money, luggage ,of all sorts, fresh 1l0wers, untaned cord­
age,' spices, coffee, and tobacco in sacks, bags, ann hales, 
wrought copper and copper-filings, cochineal, plants for dying, 
wax, elephant's teeth, potash, gall mlts, uitre and natrull1, must 
be conveyed to the lazaretto. ' 

The purifying of goods on board .lasts from ten to twenty .. 
~>ne ?ays,' although sometimes subject to modifications from 
circumstahces. 

Goods from ships having" Patente nette," may be conveyed to 
t~le lazaretto in, the ship's boat; but in all other cases the quaran­
tme-boat must be used. It is a rule, from Michaelmas to 
Easter, that nothing cau be conveyed to the shore before seven in 
the morning, or after three in the afternoon: and from Easter to 
M ichaelrnas, nothing can- be conveyed' before five in the motning, 
-nor after five in the evening; and an exact calculation is lllad~ 
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that no. mOr~ goods be admitted ?n land, thim can conveniently , 
~e receIved mto the lazaretto. Tills appears to be a very wise and 
ll~portant regl~lation;. as it renders aU private communication 
with the land lmposslble, and totally prevents smuggling. 

We shall now proceed to say a few words on the construction 
and internal regulations of the lazaretto, or pest-house, itself. 

THE LAZARETTO AND ITS INTERNAL REGULA­
TIONS. 

TH E lazaretto, or pest-house, is situated on an eminence 
about fifty toises north of the town. It consists of two' grand 
divisions, each of which contains a number of apartments for 
passengers and goods; ~he one being for persons actually infected. 
the other for those only suspected of infection ': and the whole, 
together with the halls, pumps,and grass-plats, are so arranged 
as to have distinct communications with each distinct ship. ' 

The whole building is sUfl"ounded by a wall twenty-five feet 
high. On the land side it has only one entl'ance; and- Qn the 
sea side" a,great number. It was built in 1666, but has Quly 
been in its present improved state since 1757'. -

It is under the direction of a superintendent, who has, at his 
disposal a lieutenant and a certain number of soldiers. The 
person generally chosen to fill this office is a merchant well versed 
in the Levant trade; he must be unmarried, or a widower: hi~ 
salary is very considerable, and he is prohibited from receiving 
any perquisite, either from captains or passengers; and he must 
never be absent from his po:;t in the day-time without special leave, 
and at night, on no account whatever. The lieutenant, who' 
must also have been at the Levant, is subject to the same re-

. strictions as the sliperintenrlent, as he is in all cases regarded as ' 
his representative. The guard mnst make their report of every 
incident every day. The concierges, or ooor-keepers, are " se­
lected with the greatest caution, as the nature of their office 
reqHires the utmost vigilance and probity; 

REGULATIONS FOR THE PASSENGERS. 

, THE rooms allotted to the passengers contain as little fU~'lliture 
as possible; every fire-place has a. double gr~te before It, and 
all bedsteads are of iron. The food IS prepared for the passeng~rs 
by a traiteur, and conveyed to them, by the guards; -and wIth. 
other things they are supplied b~ a purveyor. . .,.. 

The, passengers can have no mtercoUl:se WIth anyone, but at 
~ considerabl~ distance: those whose [fiends are allowed to ~ee, 



16 FISCHER'S TRAVELS. 

them, .have the privilege of going to a grate which is surrotmded 
by a moat,and reaches the top of the building. ' 

Should any olle discover the slightest symptom of fever, he is 
immediately isolated and attenQcd by a physician, accompanied 
by the superintendent, who waits at the door; should he stand 
in need of a surgeon, one is procured, who, for a handsome 
recompence (made him by the sick persoll), must attend, <and 
can leave the lazaretto only with his patient. If his disease be 
alarming, it is carefully kept secret; should he wish to make a 
"'ill, he must dictate it to a notary, who is placed at the door, 
and writes it in presence of the superintendent: should he wish 
to confess, the priest attends him alone, but places himself in 
the' opposite corner of the room, hears his confession, and gives 
him the absolution, without approaching;, him : extreme unction 
and the viati~um are never administered, and the priest is after­
wards obliged to swear that he has not approached or touched 
the sick person. . 

Should the patient die, the corpse is drawn from the bed with 
long ropes, at the elJds of which are iron hooks, and conveyed 
in the night to the place of interment adjoining the building~ 
where it is thrown into the ground with every thing that has been 
used on the occasion. The room is perfumed, fumigated, and, 
if necessary, several times white-washed. The bed, and every 
tiring which the room contained, is aired for thirty or forty 
tiays. 

I shall conclude by just observing, that persons taken from 
ships actually having the plague on board, are immured in the 
proper pest-house; there they may be said to,.,be already buried, 
since no person is allowed to enter tlJeir room. Food, medicine, 
&c. is given them in baskets, fixed to long poles; and the at­
tending surgeon and physician are separated from them by an 
iron grate. Should the patient recover, he is not permitted to 
leave his room for twelve 'seeks: should he die, he is buried 
as before described; the grave is filled with unslaked lime,and 
not opened till the expiration of thirty or forty years. All the 
furniture of his room, and all his effects, are immediately burned; 
and the walls chipped off some inches deep ; after which they 
are fumigated, and otherwise cleaned for fourteen days, and 
then ·white-washed afresh.-These are the admirable regulations 
of an institution, which; ill times like the present, must be doubly 
interestiag to physicians and statesmen: ~n institution which may 
~ertainly be classed amoug the most respectable in France, and 
which may be regarded as a trophy of European culture and 
l'hilanthl'O py . 

END OF FISCHER'S TRAVELS. 



A T·OOR 

'THROUGH THE 

ISLAND OF RUGEN~ 
IN THE BALTIC, 

DURING THE YEAR 1805, 

~N A SERIES OF LETTERS; 

:BY 

rEMPORARY INHABITANT. 

'T&ANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN. 

LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR RICHARD PHILLIPS, 6, :BRIDGE STREE1', 

:BL.I\.CKFRIAR&; 

By J. G. Barnard, 57, Snow-kill. 
I 

1807. 





PREFACE. 

THE island of Riigeu, having in latter years 
. /~.. 

attracted the attention and curiosity of stral1gef's, 

though at no remote period, it was,even in Ger­

many, considered almost as a terra .incognita, it was 

natural to suppo~e, that various accounts would 

b~ given of it, each traveller viewi~g . it from 

a difI:'erent point, or under a differe~ce . of circuITl-
tances, by which his mind is bi'assed. The author 

of the following pages flatters himself that he will 
be found to have avoided the errors into which some 

of his predecessors have fallen, whose descriptions 

abound in inaccuracies, or are imperfect, especially 

those by Rellstab, and others. He trusts that the 

most minute attention to every accessible object 

worthy of notice, during a stay of several months 

on the island, and ocular demonstration, or applica­

tion to the most respectable sources of intelligence, 
RUGEN.] B 
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will afford him that good opinion from his readers, 

which it has been so much hi~ study to obtain. 

Under this idea, he has annexed his strictures on 

the prevalence of mendicity, shipwrecks, strand­

right, and vassalage, the forest department, damage 
~ / 

occasioned by the ,wild stags, &c. &c. 

The historical part, which was necessary in order 

to e~pla.in a number "0fmaterial circumstances here ' 

related, is taken from Wackenroder, Schwartz, and 

:Daijnert; and the" statisticat: remarks haNe beeiJ..Se­

lected from Gadeb~sh andPa~helbel. 

The author hatlfi,g thu:s spoken ror himself, the 

editdr thinks it proper~toobs~erve, that he. has made 

'chaice of this tour, inconsequence of the interest 

whichls excited"hy Jtbe' great political events"! 'now 
,'happening in the ;northdf Eurove. This 'island, 

·thoug~ insignlfl-ca;nt in itself, may soon become the 

theatre of very impo"rtant transactions. 



A·TOUll, 

TIIROll'Gl! Till! 

.. 
ISLAND OF RUGEN .. 

GI:~ERAL SURVEY OF THE ISLJl.ND OF RUGEN. 

I SHA:f..Lpremise these letters with a conci!!ege~rapnical~ketch 
of the country, togeth~r with remarks on its natural history and 
statistics, from a persuasion, that by such means several passages 
in them will be easily qnderstood, which otherwise Plight ap-
pear obscure.' . ' 
. As early as Tacitus we find mention made of t.be Rugians, 
as forming a family of the aboriginal Germans; and it is pro-:. 
bable, that they inhabited the shores of the B;tltie: but whether 

. these people gave to the island the name of Rugen, air derived 
it thence, cannot be easily ascertained. JordaneS, the Goth, 
commonly called J ornandes, gives some accourit of the Ru­
gians, and divides them into Ub1.l-Riigen and Ethel-Rugen. 
Whatever the annalists may relate of the actions of these- pCo­
pIe is subject to doubts, one copyigg the other's' words. The 
name of Riigen first occurs in the writings of authors in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. The most ancient northern au­
thors make some mention of Reidgodlandes; berdering on Vint­
la~d, or Wendland; and Schwartz renders it highIyprobable, 
that by the word Reidgofande, is to be understood Rugenland. 
lIelmold, the monk, who wrote in the twelfth century, describes it 
as an " iri8ula, quam incolunt Rani, qui et Rugia1li 'lJOCantU1'.'} 

Saxo Grammaticus, his contemporary, in his account of the Da­
~ish-Rugian war, in 1 I6S, generally terms the island Rugia. In 
the documents of latter times, it occurs under the names of Ru­
gllnia, Ruye, Ruyen, and Ruy~; hence the inscription on the 
~eaI of the ancient town of Garz, Sigillmer civitatis Gharz in 
!luya ; . and to the present day, the term Roiyen is often heard 
in the Low German. In latter documents of government, it is 
always denominated the sea-girt country of Riigen, or principa-
lity of Riigen. . 

132 
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\ With respect to the situation of this isle in the Baltic, to the. 
'north of Germany, I shall just observe, that it extends from 
north-west· to south-east, aloug the ,coast of Swedish Pomerania; 
its greatest distance from which (betwe~n Stresow and G.riefs ... 
wald Wieck), being upwards of fourt;een miles over) and its 
smallest, about one and a quarter. , 

A single glance at the map will prove the singular figure of 
the country, which it may probably have owed to violent revolu­
tions in nature ,; for the annals of ,;Pomerania give an ac~ount of 
a dreadful hurricane which the,co'untryexperienced about the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, and which is said to have 
occasioned numerous inundations, and ravages, as well as to have 
opened the Neue Tief (or, New Deep). 

An ancient traditiOlJ relates, that the penInsula Mouchgu 
waR once connected with Pomerania, and with the islands in the 
Riigiall Cod?en, formed all isthmus. This opinion, respecting 
the connections of these islands, is rendered still more probable 
by the sand-banks which, for mi~es, surround them. In the vi­
cinity of the isle of Rugen are the following twelve smaller 
isles; HiddeJ:lsee, with N eu Busien; U 111 many , with its four 
contiguous isles, Freesenort, Urkvitz, Lieps, and Wohreng,'or 
Wiihrings; Oehe, Libitz, PuJitz, Vilm, Griefswald-·Oehe, and the 
two Stubbers, or Sand-banks, namely, the Blind and the 
Bawenwater Stubber ; which are also called the Small and Large 
Stubber: t\liil smaller isdenomi11atedb1ind) being covered by 
water; whil~t the, otherl!ppears ,above, the level. These l~st 
two, together with the Ruden and Danholm, however, do not 
'ppertain to Riigen..' , ' ' , 
. The greatest extent of this isle, i. e. from the north-east 

shore of the Wittows to Palmer Ort, on the Zudar, is upwards 
of thirty miles inlength.. Its width is very unequal: from the 
.extremity of land in, Drigge to Subbenkammer, it amounts t() 
twenty-six miles; and from the isthmus Alto Bussien, in Hid­
densee~ to Thiessow, jn Mouchgut, about twenty-three miles. 
i.In consequence of the. irregular form of these. islands and 

their m~merous creeks, their. admeasurement has been attended 
with so many difficulties, that at last it was deemed neces,sary to 
measure each district and island singly. This took place at the. 
beginning of the eighteenth century, or, more properly, behveen, 
the years 169'2 to 1702; when, the surface of Riigen and its 
contiguous isles, according to Gadebusch, was found to amount to 
140,548 acres and '219 perches ; to which calculation M; 
~ernst has since added two acres. M. Zollner, however, states, 
1t to be at upwards of six,~een German miles, which statement, 
is doubtless the most correct. ~-

<f Fifteen German mil~~, make a degret:.-E DU Ol1.., ' 



J(}liWG~.AIilnCAL REMARKS. 7, 

NATURE OF THE SOH,. 

The whole western district of Riigen is flat, but little elevated..· 
;tbove the level of the sea ; and consists of a mixture of loam 
;!Ind -sand-stone; but the quarter a~0!lnd Gingst, and the isles of 
Ummany and Zudar, have a rich black soil. The eastern ·part .of 
the isle rises, in several places, far ahove the level of the sea. 
The country gradually ascends, in every direction, toward the 
centre, where it forms the basis of a mountain, on which the; 
town of B{!rgen is'situated; and which exceeds, in height, all 
the other Rugian mountains, the sumrnitts.of Granitz and Jas­
mund excepted. This basis is connected with the Patzig, Jar­
nitz, and Ralswyck mountains, which branch off singly in a' 
northern direction. Between Casnevitz and Putbus, the eleva­
tions are ihconsiderable. Monchgut abounds in mountains; but· 
the highest are on J almund; particularly the north-east 'part .. 
which terminates ill the promontory of Stubbenkammer. Nor 
is the northern part of Hiddellsee destitute of considerable e1e­

,vations; while the Arkona soan; majestically on the isle of 
Wittaw. 

The plains of the interior chiefly consist of a soil composed 
of sand and loamy earth, highly favourable to agriculture, 
though several districts are very sandy: the ground near the sea­
shore, towards the south, is' mostly very light. Too plains; 
which are higher up, and extend towards the north liitld east, are 
partly steril, and intersected by marshes and moor-grounds: the·' 
most considerable of the latter of which is called the Garvitz, or 
Garwisch; and extends from Silvitz and Cirkow to Posewald~ 
The low country about Jasmund is mostly loamy, exceptinga· 
neck of sand extending along the shore near the felTY: the more 
e1evated part is hard, and very stony. The basis of the Stub~ 
nitz consits of lime and chalk, covered by a layer of loam and 
vegetable mould. It is, however, natural to suppose, that this 
survey of the soil is only to be considered generally~ for even in 
the sandy districts, pieces of rich earth may occasionally he 
fu~~ . . 

Though there are no rivers in Rugen, there 'is no wanto? 
springs and rivulets; the principal of which are the Taubenbach, 
or DUfvenbeck, the Charow, Negas, and Scrow rivulets. Thert! 
is, also, an abundance of smaller streams which spring up at th13 
foot of the sand-hills, which are ullcommonly pure and savoury. 
The mineral springs near Sagard, which had long been 11e-; 
glected, have again been resOilted to since the year 1795. 

The principal lakes are the Garz S~a, the ~ed S~a, ,the 
Knicpaw Sea, and the Black Sea; winch are all III the mtenor. 
Nearer to the beach, where Ihey disembogue themselves; are tll'-e 
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Ochse, tile Rappien and Schmachter .Seas ; the last of which is 
found to contain salt. 0]) Jas\Dund IS the Borg, or Black Sea~ 
m the Stubnitz. Exclusive of these there are several othe&" 
standing, waters in the excavations of the fields, to which tile 
term of SoIl is generally applied. 

I have already observed, that several spots have occasio1illtUy 
oeen detached and washed' away by the floods; whence a num­
lJer of bays and creeks have been formed. The largest of these 
tithe Riigian Hodden, or ao it is simply caUed,the Bodden; it is an 
eXtensive basin t situated to the south-east, between Riigen and 
Pomerania;' it forms several neeks at M\pnchgut and Zudar; 
and its greatest width is between Stresow and Ludwigsburgh~ 
That part of it which lies between Mouchgut and the island: of 
Rugen,. is called the Wester, Of Neue Tief (the Western. or 
New Deep); and the part between this i~land and Usedom,. the 
Ahe 'Fief, or Old Deep: both of which are navigated by the 
:&,rger lll1erchant-vessds. On the west side of the island the sell' 
nms up different parts of the country. Between Hiddensee 
:and the P6meranian promontory of Barhoft, it passes through It 

streight, called the Gellan,or Gollen, into the interior, se'pal'" 
yates Rugen from Pomerania, fbrms the flreeks {If PFi&~ow 
and Laudow, together with the Kubitz Lake" divides Ummany 
j:{)m Rugen, extends itself again between that island and Oehe 
into a bay; after wtticb it proceeds through the canal near Hid .. 
densee, where it again is converted into a large lake, between the 
Dag and Wittow; and finally, thence runs through the Libben,. 
a streight between the Eug and Hiddensee. The passage by 
way of the Gellen, which was formerly navigable even for ships 
0f considerable burden, is I10~ almost choaked with sand, and 
ii~'Ol]ly frpm three to four fathoms in depth. In consequence 
C!lf this obstructimi mechanics are c,onstantly at work in raising 
tl1e sand; and loaded -vessl(ls passing through the Gellen pay a 
t1'utya€corrling to their tonnage. It afterwards forms, in a di .. 
Retion from north-west to south"east, a double lake, called the 
Ja:emlilud Bodden. This double lake is from eleven to twelve 
miles in length, but so narrow, that it Can only be navigated by 
l'3chts and schuyts; its greatest depth is estimated at from six to 
seven fathoms. The smaller Bodden commences from the Jat .. 
mund..ferry, runs as far as Prora, surro~nds the island of Pulitz, 
and washes the snores 0'f several smaller spots. 

With resped to. the climate of this. island, it is natural to sup­
pase, from its high northern latitude in Germany, and from its 
proximity to the sea, that it is severe; this is particularly felt on 
~e western coast, at Hiddensee and Wittow. In the spring it 
:IS much exposed to the bleak and harrowing easterly winds,and 
arorms from the west, which are often suddenly. succeeded by 
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hazy weather. Even the m1mmer is 'unsettled,. the '\'I"eatner fre­
qnently changing, and the evenings being cool. . Sometimes it 
is very stormy, and seldom or never a perfect ·calm. A l'emark­
able phenomenon occurs here previous to a storm, announcing 
the same; namely, ,the sea, ho~ever serene the atmosphere 
·may be, gives an explosion so loud as to resemble distant :thUB­
.der~ which sound is heard througholitthe country, especially on 
:th~;mountains., The appearance of sea-gulls up the ()OuntTY is 
also considered as a prognostic ·of storms. The mildest ·even­
ings al'e in August; which month, as. well as that of 'July, 'in 
~.eDeral, compose the hottest season. It is,however, cluri~lg the 
early part of autumn that the air is the PUfest and the weather 
most constant, where nature seems desirous to make someCO!11i'.l­
pensation for the spring; afterwards the w~st winds begin tt) 
rage,ftlld great devas,tations are occasioned by the hurricanes. 
Towards the latter part. of autumn, the fogs come om 3ga~ 
.ttlOugh even in summer a fog is ,frequently seen to rise· on a sud­
den f.rom the sea, and whioh covers the whole isl~lld like a thick 
'smoke, afteraCGllple of hOlUS again disappearing. Thispheno­
menon iS4:lalled see-daack by the inhabitants. The winter is 
:mostiy. severe, and of a long duratioll, so that :the streigbt~ atld 
bays are, more orIess, covered with ice in A pfiL If in sum:mer~ 
the sea-tide repeatedly rise high, the inhabitants of the 'Coast 
:prQgnosticate hence a severe winter. But, ill other respects~the 
inhabitants appear to he ptetty well enured to their-climate. 

It may naturally be, inferred from the statement respeCti~ tbe 
<soil, that vegetation must in general be very productive ; b~ta 
~till ,stronger'Pr-oof of~t may be collected from the variety-and 
-exuberance of its vegetation: this isparticulady instanced ,in the 
prolific culture of the different sorts of ,grain; so that the 
island may safely be coniJderedas olle of the most fruitful PrO'­
vinoesof North Germany. .The parts 'most adapted .for agri:. 
culture aTe the whole western part of Rugen, the Zudar, the 
district efRappien, Wittaw, and t~e lower part of Jasm:und.­
:Along the coast are a number of nch meadows; the reastenll. 
-pad·is woody; ;andevery quarter of the island is greeted by 
the smiling countenance of vegetable nature. . Notwithstanding 
.the cultivated state of the country, and industry of its inhabit­
ants, (thereaI'e still several heaths; and even Wittaw contains a 
'Small portion of uncultivated land on which corn might be ra.~d. 
A barren heath:, consisting of hills and vallies, andotcasollaUy 
~overed with underwood, extends ,itself to the north behind 

':Sergen as fat as Patzig and Ralswyck, along the bay of jasr 
·mund. Independent of ihis, there are several other barren 
heaths; {or instance, the one situated behind Klllksev'itz, in the 
~istrict of Ging, together with the extensive district between 
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· Gadelliow and Bolde'Witz, which is connected 011 the 6ne side 
with those of Parchtitz, Teessennitz. Lipsitz, and Ramitz ; and 
on the other, partly with those pf Muglitz and Maschenholz: 

· this communication is, however, ·occasionally interrupted by the 
convers~on of some of the best spots. into corn land.' Thus, in 
latter years, certain parts of the Roldewitz and Patzig heaths 
l1ave, by a careful.management and copious manur,e, been ren­
dered capable of producing crops; after which they are suffered 
to remain fallow for a few years. In the district betvi'een Gar~ 
and Casnevitz, as well" as in a part of Monchgut, :and in the 
mountainous and stony parts of the.interior of J asmund, where 
the summits are at the utmost covered with underwood, Nature 
bas ,vithheld her bountiful hand from the soiL . 

Theisle of Rugen being detltitute of rocks and ore, there are, 
. .oonsequently, very few scarce minerals. Of these, the principal 
are derived from the sea-shore, viz. yellow amber is f9und on 

'Hiddensee, and chalk, in abundance,' on the coast of JasnlUnd, 
in the middle of the peninsula, and at the farther .extremity of 

.Wittow. On the isle of Jasmund are two lime-kilns;·. Along 
,the shore are oc<;asonally found petrifadions and other produc­
tions of .nature; likewise considerable quantities of quartz and 
granite-blocks, which are frequently of an immense size ... The 
various stones dispersed, partly in heaps and partly singly, about 

.the fields and heaths, and even in the forests; and whi~h, .in 
some spots, scarcely project above the surface, and are, in ge­
.neral, of an extraordinary size, are not less remarkable : they 
are. frequently broken and employed, in buildings. .M .. von Bon,. 
tltelIen, in th«;: second volume of his ·work above quoted,has 
described this phenomenon a shower of stones. Among the 
common ininerals pmduced by almost every soil, are the China­
.earth on the isle of Hiddensee, whicn, was formerly much in 
.use; farther, clay, particularly potter's-clay, which was' con­
verted into bricks and tiles. . ::$; 

· There are about 800 different species of wild and cultivat~d 
,plants, whic~ m'e indigenous, some of whi~h are of the greatest 
Impo,ttance. m commerce. I shall first notIce the trees andma­
nagement of the forests. 

The island of Rugen does not abound in fo~ .. esMrees: The 
anterior part of it along the Gellan is almost destitute of them; 
,Z~dar alone .contains some woo~y districts. In the quarter of 
Gmgst there IS also a great defiCIency of this natur.a} product; 

,for the small wood behilld Trent, tqgether with the' forests of 
Pansowit~ and Laudon, are too inconsiderable to supply.the 
whole neIghbourhood. The most important forest district of 
the ~estern part of, the isla~d, is that which belongs to the Bol. 
dewltz estate: W Ittow, Hlddeusee, Oelre, and Unimanz~ ar~ 
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very deficient of wood; riOI" a're there any regular f~rests _ Qfi 

Mil]chgut. The inhabitants of these districts are, in· Cl,lllse­
quence, under the necessity of fetching their wood for fuel as well 
as for private use from distant quarters, and at a greate~xpence; 
they would frequently, also, be greatly embarrassed, if nature 
had not furnished them with turf, . 'rhe wood commences 
in the vicinity of Casnevitz, and, in differclit directions, extends' 
itself partly to Putbus, Lanken, and Cirkow, partly to· Ketel­
shagen, and Grelshagen, OIl the on~ side; as far as Kubbelkow; 
and Reisc\n'itz, and on the. other to Pl'Ora and J asmund ; 
though not in a manner so as to form "a continued forest. These 
woods are frequently intersected by fields, meadows, and habi­
tations; and in- several parts consist of single patches; or in 
hills or hillocks, covered with trees. The most considerable 
forest-land in this revier is the Granitz, it mountainous district; 
belonging to the domain of Putbus; it cOIisists of tipwards. of 
2000 acres of land, from which the whole isle ()f Rugen ani! 
Minchgilt are supplied vvith wood. Exclusive of these, there 
are. also, in some parts, patches covered- with underwood to be inet 
with; for instance, to the north beh>i'een Bergen and Ralswyck. 
In these, as well as in the larger forests, are held, at,. certain 
periods, annual auctions, when bushes, as wen as sillgle trees; 
are sold to the highest bidder. The wood. to be dispDsed 9£ is 
generally divided into small lots, and the purchaser is enabled 
to ascertain his quantity by the notches or marks indented' on 
the corner logs; in some instances it is~ however, bought by 
the load. 

I~l the isle of Jasmund is the Stubnitz, a forest, situated On 
mountains arid near the sea-coast, comprising about 3000 acres, 
adjoining the forests of Spieker and Lanker, and· affording a 
supply of wood to the peninsulas of Ja:sllluhd and Wittow, as 
well as a part of the isle of Rugen. _ 

The larger of these forests consists principally of beech and 
oak-trees, and the smaller of the ash, oak, el'rn, hazel, &c. 
The tough ash thrives uncommonly well in'this country, and, on 
account of its utility, merits a more-extensive cultivation than it 
'has met with. A greater degree of attention should also be 
paid to the silver poplar, called ArbeIe, particularly as its grow~h 
prospers so well in a ,poor sandy soil. But the' culture of th.e 
willow has proved still more eminently successful, ?ecause It 
is so well adapted for a severe climate and a meas"e ;nll. Hence 
every species of the willow' is met _ with !11 all parts of the 
island, particularly in ,and near to th~ Villages" where they 
stand without order and singly, and sometImes formmgrows and 
alleys: they are either suffered to grow t~p for the pur~ose, of 
repelling storms) whence they are ;denoIDmated storm wIllows; 

RUGEN.] c' 



TOUR THROUGH RUGEN. 

,in ~hich case they attain a stately appeara~'ce, and are chi~fly 
iuet with along the barns and outhouses as a defenc,e agamst 
stonns; or they are lopped for the purpose of forming h~d~es .. 
or serving other domestic purposes. Here and there we find 
clusters of fir-trees, known in this island by the name of Tan­
~enk~mpe; but these are the only new plantations of forest­
tiniber, and, on the whole, of no great conseqltence: at least, I 
aoubt whether they produce timber fit for building, especially 
. as large floats of the fir, trunks are frequently imported from the 
rrussian territory. 

On a general view, the management of the forests appears to 
me far iliferior to the state of agriculture in Rugen. Though 
rangers and foresters are kept in the royal as well as in the pri­
vate domains, still they appear to be merely inspectors over the 
forests already existing. Nor do I recollect having heard of 
any new 'pfantations of forest-timber; but 1 know, that consi-
derablepatches of underwood have been rooted up for the purpose 
of promoting agriculture,; and that from year to year even the 
larger forests became thinner: this is a lamentable truth, which, 
at a flJture period, will be severely felt by posterity .. Vide 
Pachelbels Beitragen, ,&c. pag. l~l, where his remarks are 
highly applicable-to Rugen, and merit serious attention. ' 
. The culture of fruit-trees is in a more improved st~te; and 
on several estates are raised the choicest species of fruit. In 
some of the' districts of pJthus excellent kernel-fruit is pro­
duced. Raspberry and gooseberry bushes grow wild in different 
'woods: there is also a sort qf wild currant (Ribcs alpil~um, L.) 
knowil her~ by the name of schmarten, or schmargeln. Grapes 
are only grown, pal' espalier, against wall~, with a southern 
aspect; but in some years they thrive uncommonly well. 

I now proceed to a consideration Of the state of agriculture, 
w4ich forms one of the principal branches of their subsist­
ence ;-. and is attended to by them not Oilly with assiduity, but 
also w1th great judgment. The country produces every sort of 
grain, especially wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas (white and grey) 
groats, and buck-wheat.; and, in some places, lentils and mil,. 
let. Of the first five kinds the annual e~portation is very con­
siderable. Independently of these, the inhabitants cultivat~ 
~ax, hemp, tobacco;. a certain small quantity of carraway and 
Illjseed, a~d a considerable quailtit~ of potatoes. The . cult~te 
'of ~x, .howev~r, has n.ot succeeded equally in Rugen as. in 
Pome~all1a; whether thiS proceeds from neglect, or whether 

, the chmate and soil be unfavourable to its growth, is unknown 
to me; hence. a quantity of th.is article is. annir~lly imported 

. from that pr?vm~e,and a considerable pornoll dIsposed of by 
.. tbe W estphalianlmen maijufacturers. The best flax is produced 
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iil the isle of Ummanz, where particular atte,ution is paid to it$ 
. culture. In regard to the species of fodder, red and white 
. trefoil are principally cultivated; and latterly, in consequence of 

the improvements introduced on several estates, letting them lie 
occasionally fallow; but with respect to the more tender ipec~ 
cies of trefoil, nothing more than some trials on a small scal~ 
has been attempted. Of the mamlgemerit of the soi,l and the 
different parts of' husbandry, which, in several points, differ 
from the method prac~is:ed.ill Mecklenburg and Pomerania~ I 
shall treat separately: . , 

, In regard to the animal kingdom, most of the different speCies of 
tame quadrupeds are met with here; and, in. faCt, • the cattle (.or 
draught and other domestic purposes, are.indispellsible to the agri­
culturist. The genuine native breed. of horse~,or, farmers' 
horses~ are but small, and by no means ofa comely appearance; 
they are mostly of a dark colour; but very well adapted for 
work, and capable of undergoing great fatigue. On the larger 
estates the breed has been much imprqved by crossing with Eng­
lish, Meckleuburgh, and other stallions. The 'same' pIau. has 
been adQpted with respect to the native horned cattle, 'by rileans 
of foreign bulls: in short, this dass of cattle has now attained 
such a degree of superiority to 'its former state, particularly by 
the establishments in the Dutch style, that the, oxen are not only 
numerous ill Riigen, but even frequently of a very excellent 
quality,- Pigs are reared in great numbers, partly for sale, 
partly for domestic economy, and their breed is attended with 
the greatest success. The sheep are; on the whole, very indif­
ferent, and considerable flocks are kept in those lJarts which 
abound with heaths; their wool, however, is very indifferent, 
and little attention is paid to /)meliorate the breed, in ~on.:. 
sequence of the want of wool-manufacturies in the island. 
Of the wild land-:animals, the stag, hare, and fo)(, a.re the most 
important. It is probable that., in ancient times, much game 
may have existed here; for in those days the pdnces of Rugen 
were styled. "huntsmen'of the empire." But at present it 1 

the reverse; wild hogs and deer are not to be found-at all ; the 
wolves have long since been exterminated; and the hare is SQ 

closely pursued, that in consequence of the small division!! of 
the ,soil, where every owner is permitted ,to hunt and shoot them.~ 
they must at last be likewise armihilated ; and, independently of 
this circumstance, the foxes, which are still numerous, eagerly 
feed on young hares. The stag' is not hunted so much, the 
chace of this ani~nal'being farmed.. . . 
". Of the sea-ammals I shall mentIOn the sea-dog, whIch, 10 

spring and autumn,approaches the shore, and ~sthere either 
.shot or caught in a net. Dolphins are also occas.IOnaIly take ... 
" A.mo~ the tame birds) the geese merit a vartlcuJ.ar ckseflp;:O 

- {: ~, 
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,tion, being reared in gre~t numbe~, and thriving to.an ~ncom­
mon degree in Pomerama. They are 'much larger III sIze th~n 

, geese' are in the south of Germany, where the people are mlll­
inforIned as to the manner of fattening them here. They are 
,smoked, aud frequently'exported under the name of spickgiinse. 
There are also great quantities of wild fowl on the isfand, among 
which are various species of sea fowl, particularly s.wans, which 
'are often met with. here. Much injury is done at the tillle of 
sowing in spring by the astonishingly large flights of cranes. 
This bird has ?f lat~ grea~ly increare?, in numbers;. ~md the 

'peasant spares 111m from a pIOUS suppbsltIon that he brings hap-
piness with him,. without eonsid~ring that he is the destJ:oyer of 
their thatches and bees; the latter' of which he devours, ,and 

Jhe breed of which is not very much extended in this island • 
. Crows, ravens, and daws, are perceived. in immense flights at 
certain seasons of the year; and legions of lively sparrows" 
with their associates, the wrens, carryon their depredations. in 
the fields or ,:.:irns throughout the year. O~ the other wIld 
fowl, whi<;h are- used for the· tab-Ie, I ~hall only. name the dif­
erent species 'of large and small sn'ipcs, the field-fare, goose,­
duck, teale, partridge, quail, &c. &c. 

Of !he serpent kind, the most frequeflt are the brown and 
grey Bedded viper; there are also toads lizards, salamauders, 
and blind-worms. ..., 

N otonly the sea-coast, but even the lakes, ponds, '&c. 
aboul1din fish. The different, species amount to from twenty to 
thirty, among which the trout and mackerel are the scar~est, 
and the herrings the most useful.. The latter are, in particular, 
caught in considerable quantities, and sold partly fresh, in which 
case they are immediately consumed, or are salted and smoked. 
Hence the fisheries form a principal part of the support and the 
chief employ--'Of many of the inhabitants of the coast. They 
fish either singly, or in parties ;in the latter case they make use 
of a sillgl,e Jarge net, which they call" dat groote goorn." In 
the small lakes .and ponds they fish with the rod; and the eel is 
often speared. with an iron instrument resembling '.N eptune's tri­
dent, fast~ned.'to a large st!ck: this practice is particularly re-
sorted to 111 wmter by spearmg them under the ice. . 

J nov" 'come to speak of the division of the isle of RiiO'en. 
N atnre itself has divided it into the main country, and into~the 
c ""'l;',ClS and contiguous isle. The laro-est penill~ulas are four 
ltl Humber, viz. \Vittow, Jasmund, Moucho'ut, and Zudar. The 
small neig;hbouring isles have airea,dy been °noticed. 

The Riigian Eqlc,.')·ian Order, which isa part of the states 
o! tl!e cOUl~try, constitutes a separate district, viz. the Rijgiall 
distrIct,. w~lchc:omprises the whole of the co~intry. Hence the 
ground IS, III thIS respect) divided into four gardens i namely, 
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t~at of Berg, .Gar~, Giugst, and J asrn,und-Wittow '; and the 
extent of each garden ill' general contains the compass, of each 
prevostship: thus, the prevosts,hip 'of Pose ritz constitutes the 
garden,of Garz. To each of these four gardens (jne of the no­
'bility" possessed .of a fief, is appointed a deputy. The present 
constitution has originated from the ancient princely jurisdictions, 
of which there once existed nine, ,and afterwards BElveu. The 
words gartl, gord, amI grad, are synonymous, of Sdavoniau 
origin, and are used to the pr~sent momlmt here in the nallles ' 

. of rugard, sagard, plltgard, and schwantegord. Gard originally 
denoted a place surrounded by strong works, a fence, a divi­

. sion; and hence may have originated the term garden, which 
seems to be allied. 

, Respectil1g tke . spiritual constitution, Ragel) forms a regular 
synod, consisting of twentY-,seveu churches, divided into fonr 
prevostships, here denominated prepositures, viz,. that of Berg. 

,'Gingst" .Poseritz, and Jasmund:"Wittow. The first comprise's 
. seven, the second eight, the third eight, and the fourth four 
parish ministers; of whom two are resident at lVittow, and two, 
,at Jasmund. In the latter of these prepositures die se11iol' mi­
,nistel' always performs the office of prepositus. 

In judicial respects, this Island is divided into the bailiwick, 
embracillg all the royal domains, over which a judiciary is ~p­
pointed, who resides in Bergen,' where he presides' over the court 
held there .. The district of the 1I0bility contains all the fiefs 
and some freeholds; the proprietors of which are under the,pa­
trimonial jurisdiction. To the Stralsund commissariate, as it IS 
termed, belong all estates and villages which belong t!J· 
the city of Stralsund itself, as well as some freeholds, the pro­
perty of the citizens or residents in StraJsund; from which 
reason the, city exercises its jurisdiction over' these to the pre­
sent time. Formerly, according to the number of freeholds, a 
special justiciary was appointed by the city of Stralsund for .the 
,dispensation of justice, who resided on the island, near the old 
forC!. . 

In a geographical point of view, I;tiigen contains two to~ni 
and two boroughs. The number of estates, villages, &'c. 
a1po~mtsi to 5S(i, which may be thus classed: 100 large, 150 
middling, and 86 small farms" together . with 200 villages, 
Dutch settlements, &'c. &c. Of these, ~5S are situated on 

.. Riigen Propel'; 89 on J asmund; 48 on Wittow; 1 £ on Zudar; 
10 on Ummanz; 9 on Mouchgut; 6 in Hiddel1see; 1 on Oche; 
1 on Pulitz; 1 on Libitz; and 1 on Vilm. . Out of .all.these 
estates, 80 belong'to the royal domains; 382 ,to the dlstrlC,t of 
tl,te l1obiljty; 7 1 to the 'cQn1inissarate of StraISUl~d; £ to. Gnefs­
wald; and 1 to.: the church at Bergen. According to the pre-· 
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positnres in wIJich they are situatEd, there are in Berg, 147; in 
Qingst, 132; in PoseritzL'U20; and in Jasmuild-Wittow, 1'37. 

The towns are small, meanly built, and open; and many of 
tbe houses ill the market-towns are still covered with straw. 
The estates are continually undergoing improvements, are 'now 
planned with more symmetry and beauty, so that \\'e frequently 
meet with habitations built with elegance ,and taste. Befor~ 
~hem, and forming a right angle with them, are generally som'e 
long barns, or other out-buildings, covered with straw, extend­
ing on each side in such a manner that these long side buildings 
appear almost like two wings of the dwellil1g; in consequence 
of which a considerable space is gained foi' the court and dung­
yard., This style is as general as it is convenient; and at pre­
sent the irregularities of a confined st'yle of builruug are only 
traced in old or small estates. The seats of several members of 
th~ equsetrian order ~re distingnish'ed for their beauty. But ther~ 
3r~ ,no castles in the isle of ,Rugen any m~re than there are hea­
th~n temples, whatever M. Rellstab may assert to the contrary. 

The rural dwellings, generally called kathen, differ much from 
each oth€r; the better sort are built as in Pomerania and Meck­
lenburgh; but some have a most wretched appearance, such as 
the chirrinies composed of turf in Hiddensee. Upon the whole, 
they all consist of bays, which are filled and plaistered up with 
loaniy stones, or with laths, coated with a composition' of wet 
day and straw: the walls are afterwards rendered more compact 
by a coating of wet loam, and are then white-washed. The 
foundation is now seldom laid with timber, but with stones; 
by which the houses gain in strength. (n every village we find 
the ro~fs covered with stra~', and occasionally with reed, whiclt 
renders them more durable and warm. The roof is rendered 
more solid by a second layer of straw, and sometimes it is co­
vered with tiles" especially in the roofs of barns. The kathell 
consist ~ither of a separate /lmilding" or contain llumerousdi­
visions of apartmel1ts under the same roof: one of th~se divisiolls 
is called a histdh; and hellce originates the saying, the kathen 
bas one, two, three four histdhes, &c. 

The population may he very nearly, ascertained from the 
registers produced, if they ar-e correct, which the clergy 
make of the number of their parishioners, as well as those 
which the burgomasters of the h~o cities annually transmit 
to the regency of Str~lsund. According to these, the popu-, ' 
lation in Rugen has of late' years considerably increased. In 
the year 1803, the inhabitants amounted' to 27 ,4!i!6 in' nun,_ 
ber, of whom 10,733'are vassals. ' L 

By comparing this number of inhabitants with the extent of' 
sur~ace above-mentioijed, it will bo evidellt, that thi~ island caJl-

" 
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not as yet be reckoned among tlle very populou!! parts' of 
Gew,any, , being only 1714 to a geograp~ical, square mile. 
A principal reason for this deficiency arises partly from the 
destruction of a number af consiqerable villages:, consisting of 
farms, and their reduction into single farms, or farm-buildings, 
of the-large estates; and partly from the ~till prevalent vassal­
age', the pressure of which must naturally be a check to the 
population. 
, h is a difficult matter to give all accurate description of the 
national character, the m9de of living, customs and manners, 
as well as of the progress of religion and· politics of a country; 
and whoever attempts to present a faithful detail of the vari'ou3 
~elations to each other' amongst the different classes of 'pe.qple_ 
has a still more ardnous tusk to encounter, as he' is apt to say 
either too little or too much. In the following remarks I shan 
endeavour to follow the middle path. \ 
,: The inh~bitants of Riigel1, who are partly of German and 
partly of Vandalic origin, (among whoLQ may probably be sqme 
qescendents of the aboriginal Riigians) are divided into two d3$­
ses, namely, free-born and vassals, but separated from ,each other 
by very slight boun,daries. \ ' 

Among the, former are the nobles, and 'these .• possess the 
greater part of the island, and el~oy numerous- prerogatives, 
privileges, and immunities. ,This class may be divided, accord­
ing to the quality of their possessions, into the feudal and aUo­
'dial nobility. The former form a particular corps, called the 
Rugen Equestrian Corps, who, like the Pomeranians, have, of. 
late years, the right of wearing a peculiar uniform. Thi~' uni:" 

,form consists bf a dark-blue coat, with gold epaulets yellow 
breeches, and a sabre, with a gold tassel. Many of the~e noble 
familieR are of very al1cient extraction~ and their names are 
mentioned in the earliest annals of the' country; but, by inter­
marriages, 'the): are all now so closely united as to form one 
family. They are the descendents of the Saxon, nobles, who, 
in the twelfth century,' settled here uuder the princes of Rugen, 
by whom they were iliVited, and presented ~ith estates and land 
as feoffment. Several families of these noble .colonists have 
become extinct~ and of latter years their estates have passed into the 
hands of others, either by purchase or by inheritance. . On the 
whole, the nobility are rich, though not to that degree as they 
are in other countries. Ancient customs are not to be sought 
for in the higher classes, where a certain etiquette has polished 
off the ancient impression.; "and t~us' we find th~. manner~ aild 
mode of life of the fine world copIed by the nobilIty of Rug~n. 
Here, as every where else, luxury keeps .an equal pace 'nth 
renn(lment; and, consequently, new fashIOns succeed each 
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other in their clothes, equipages, decorations of their apartments, 
furniture, &cr and i~ some houses the 11I0St elegant refinement 
prevails .. ' ' . . 

The nobles here have been accused of possessmg an excess 
of family pride, and single instances may be brought forward 
to prove' that they are apt to display to the other orders the su­
periority which they,derive from the feudal system.;_ bout most 
of them aloe more humane than the German noblhty III many 
parts of the continent; and among them arc 80me who are emi­
nent for'their great qualities. Most of the young nobles now 
enter either the Swedish, or'still more frequently the Prussian 
service, or apply themselves to agrictllture. 

The clergy have likewise to boast of enjoying numerous im­
munities and privileges. They a\re solely under the jurisdiction 
of the royal consistory, and are exempt from all civil burdens 
and taxes to, governmeut; Ten vicarages, viz. at Attenfahr, 
Altenkirche, Casneviiz, Gingst, Neuenkirche, Patzig, Parse­
titz, Rappien" Sagard, and Trent, have authority. not only over 
the vassals, but also over the free people residing among"t them; 
and justice is distributed in-the ecclesiastical or' pastoral courts. 
But the supreme power in, ~cclesil,lstical aff~irs is vested in the 
ling, who itas" counded the tru~t to the snpeFintendant-gelleral, 
to whom the deacons and vicars have to apply in niatters relating 
to the' church and synO'd. The four prepositi" whose ,duty it 
is to attend to the direction and' inspection of the fOlIl". vicars of 
their diocese, . and of whom the Riigian clergy at Bergen, are 
the head, ate appointed by the I kiug, who also nominates the 
deacon at,;Bel'gen; the l'emainillg deacons being'determined by 
the prepositi. _ , ' , 

The right of apJlOinting vicars may'with propriety be ,divided 
into grant'; of -the king ana of the nobility. The king is patron 
of sixteen vicarages, viz. three in' the prepositure of Bergen, 
six in Gingst, five in Poseritz, and tw.o in Jasmund,~Wittow. 
The others are dependant on some of the nobility possessing 
t'states hel'e : the vicar of Ummanz alone excepted, who is under 
the patronage of the city of Stralsund; in the same Illanner 
the whole island also belongR to Holy Ghost Convent, in that 
city. In filling up vacancies, ~l1en, who are already ill ofllce, 
for instauce, the military chaplain at Stralsund, are justly pre­
ferred for tll e purpose; and hence M. Zollner has erroneously 
asserted, that the new vicar is expected to marry the widow or 
orphan daughter of his predecessor. To prove the contr~, I 
could easily name several' !ninisters, were I not apprehensive of 
offending the modesty of several gentlemen, under whose roof r. 
have enjoyed the kindest hospitality. If a clergyman die and 
leave a widO\", she continues to -receive the illcomeof the liv-
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ing during the term of 'one year ; 'whence such period is termed 
the year of grace;' after 'which she is 'entitled to a certain in­
come and free apartments in the alms-house for life; and where 
there is no building of the kind, in such case a certain sum for 
rent is annually paid.' 'fhese regi.llationsan~ the more neCl's­
sary, as there exists n9 fund for the wido,,;s of the clergy in this 
island. During the vacation, or year of grace,the clergy of th~ 
prepositure to which the deceased belonged, are bound to preach, I 

alternately ill the orphan church, and perform the other sacred 
duties. 

Most of the vicarages are very productive. The viCar has a 
farm of his own, to which a considerable portion of land for 
agriculture is frequently attached; and if the possessor be well 
versed in husbandry, his situation is attended with great advau-, 
tages. A vicarage of this kind is called W£~demen,Wiedem, or, 
a£c?rding to. the language of the common people, Wiiden/ ~hich 
denotes WeI\1thum, or sacred property. The possessor IS 'en .. 
titled to an unrestricted enjoyment of allappnrtenances for life, 
but is, at the same time, bollnd to keep. the bu.ildings in a state 
of repair and habitable, for which purpdse he receives from his ' 
parishioners, tythes of geese, and lambs. Independent of these' 
and the «ustomary 'salary, the clergy are allowed tytl1es of grain, 
which is delivered pai'lly in sheafs, and partly ready 'threshed; 
by some, however, an equivalent is given in money in lieu of the 
corn in kind. If the church is poor,. and requir,es repairs, the 
parishioners must defray the expences by co.ntributions ,called a 
church-rate, and the amounts are settled in, the house 0.1' the 
vicar, in presence of the patron and parishioners. 

The clergy are some of the, most accomplished men in 
Riigen; and several have eminently distinguisht;!d themselves in 
the republic of letters. They are refined in their manners, and 
hospitable to a high degree. Tolerant in articles of creed, they 
utter no anathema against such as differ from them in opinion, 
and thus, eqnally remote from the orthodoxy and infidelity. of 
the present day, they form a truly amiable body. 
, The class of burghers chiefly consists of the inhabitants of the 
tUWIlS and hamlets, of landholders and farmers, -sea-faring men, 
and traaesmen residing in . the country. Among the tradesmen 
are Teckoned the millers, who are a respectable community, 

, there being upwards of eighty mills on the island: they have a 
chief, (this corporatio~ and his deputy, the l~tter of whom, at 
the quarter sessions '(two of which are alll~ually held at Ber~en) , 
settles aU petty disputes, and sign,s the indenttli'~s of apprentIces, 
&:,c. No vassal can be articled as an apprentIce to any trade. 
G:reat part, and'pl'obably, mORt of the dass of c~tizens, are of a 
foreign origin ; and others have purcpased their freedom from 
BUGEN~ D 
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vassallage. ' Of this order, ,1 can Oll.ty ad?, that peoJ:lle in good 
citcuUlstunces and of a good educatIOn, In general, hve here as 
in other parts, and that the poor are thrown into the back-ground. 

The vassals (homines glebre adscl'ipti) are the most numerous 
of the inhabitants, the proportion to the freemen being, as two 
and three to one. N. ature and soil afford a milder lot to this 
class, in which the last remains of the ancient Vandals may be 
tr!lced; than the one which fate cast them:' for, that their, llitua­
tion cannot prove enviable, is generally admitted. 
, They may be rlivided according to'the quality of the estates, 

,';h.ose property they are, ,into subjects of the domains, or, as 
they are alSo called subjects of the crown, of feoffmeDts, free­
ho1ds, the church, and of the towns; or, according to their pos­
sessions, and nature of their servitude, ,into full peasants, half­
peasants, Kossates, or K~ither, and inmates. Many of them arealso 
employed as overseers, viz. -as husban~men, gardeners~ husband­
men, berdsmeu and shepherds, ferrymen, sailors, &'c. or act on the 
estates in the capacity of male and female domestics. The pea­
sants belonging to the domains or baliwicks, are mostly attached 
to rented farms, but of the pe3sants belonging to (!qllestrian and 
allodial domaii1s, very few are thus disposed of. The full and 
half peasant is boun~ to perform the customary work with horses, 
and manual labour on the estate, for which he has the possession 
and enjoyment of his farm, together with about thirty acres of 
land. The kossates and domestics work a certain number of 
{fays in the 'Week for their O\{,ners. For those who were remiss 
iri their duty or refractory, tbere formerly existed a particular, 
rnode of punishment called gantenstrafe, corresponding with 
lh~t of the pillory I ill Englaqd; with this exception, that- the 
halld~ of the offender were not confilled: in this situation he was 
publicly exposed for the space of an hour; but latterly this pu­
Iiishmeflt kiS been abolished. The other relations of the sub­
ject, his sitnation, -privileges, neecl, &c. are ably treated of by 

_ M. Arnot, in his recent publication of the H History of Vassal­
lage, in Pomerania and Riigen." to which !wok I refer the: 
reader for farther information. 

If a vassal belonging to a nobleman in town wishes to pur­
chase his liberty, the ransom depends entirely on the will of his 
superior;· but in the d'Jmanium a certain sum is fixed, man or 
woman;, ancl a small charge is made fol' the filliug up of the 
discharge. . 

, ~·1 shall conclude the remarks on tlus head, by presenting a 
short g(l;era! cbaracteristic of the peasants of this island. Th8 
ru.~tics, on the whole, a~e. tall, robu~t, rendered hardy_ by_ their 
clImate and mann,er of flvtng, athletIc, but rarely of a comely 
form, and m0stly have thin legs, ia consequence of their. hard 
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,labour. The physiognomy of the men is often 'very striking; 
and among the women Iperceive but few fine faces and forms. 
All wear the hair cut short, an.d some nave 1I curved brlUls comb 
-in their'hair, but no, particular dress; the peasants of Moucll~ 
gut and U mmanz exc€pted. Trley speak low German, whicn 
contains a number of peculiar words and phrases, and pronoUllCtr 
it but slowly; they, in geHeral also, have a propensity to tardi­
ness; this, however, is rather <i natural consequence of the eli .. , 
mate: ,Most of them m'e, notwithstanding, itidustrious and'lab(j~ 

, rious; they weave and knit for themselves; many ,even display 
great mechanical genius; and the labouring rustic in Rugen, 
daily performs, at least, twice as much labour as a peasant in 
Saxony; at the same time, he require~ twice the quantity of 
food, and, unfortunately, the use of spirituous liquors has be­
come very prevalent among this class. They are also very fond 
of smoaking tobacco, and many of them chew it in imitation or 
sea-faring people. Their understanding is much shackled: they 
obs~inately adhere to the prt;judices, tenets, al\d customs of their 
ancestors; land in matters relating to agriculture and many othe~ 
subjects, they will still retain a degree of superstition far beyond,. 
that\vhich' prevails on the neighhoming continent: nor is their 
confid<;l1ce in sympathetic miraculous cures on man and cattle, 
in the least diminished. And, indeed, how can it be expected 
othel:wise! Their education is neglected in their youth, 'and 
checked either by poverty, or early and laborious work. There 
are also hut few and indifferent schools; hence they never read 
any useful book for ~nformation, aild but a sl\mll number of thelli 
are able to write. N 0t\vithstallding these defects, heinous crimes 
are rarely committed here; murder is scarcely ever heard of, and 
great robberies are seldom committed; but petty thefts and fi'auds 
are frequently practised in respect to the property of their mas­
ters. They are secretly very interested for their private advan­
tage, but mo~tly indifferent as to the benefit of their masters . 

. Craft, ingratitude, indolence, and indifference in the exercise of 
their duty, are laid to their charge; and hence the afl<ige in low 
German, u, the rustic is natlll·ally a rogue." Should this reproach 
prove to be founded, still it will~ in my opinion,alimil an ex­
Cuse. For the pressure of servitude renders the minei cowardous 
and bad; that is, where no sensation of liberty animates man, 
and no conviction of hi~ own jinportance elevates his soul, that 
man must !>ecome mean, 'becallse he is destitute of every thing 
that can lighten the fatigues of life, of every means that cali 
cheer and elevate him above his fate.-Here I pailse.-

I shall 'conclude the~e preliminary observations, with an ae­
,lollnt of some public institutions il'l the island of Riigen. 

An Assurallce Society a3aimt Fire, was established in, tbe ye~lI; 
:p ~ 
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1769,; it extends throughollt the island. so that every proprietor 
of an eRtate may partake ·of its benefit. Since the year 1800, 
the two tOWI1S, and the market-places Ging~t and SagaI'd (which 
were for merly, excluded from the advantages of tbis establish­
'ment) have been 'admitted~ In the.year 1803, the value of the 
houses registerea amounted to 1,537,448 rix-dollars. The fol­
lowing is the object of this .association, to which are appointed 
·three directors; namely, one from the domanium, one from the 
eqilestrian order,-and one from the Stralsund commiss~riate; and 
"four .commissaries nominated by the four gardens of the country. 
If an edifice assured is destroyed by fire, in such cases, three 
quarters of the estimated value. are paid out to the sufferer; to 
,,,hich sum the other members are bOllnd to contribute a share in 
proportion to the sum at vl'hich their own buildings are registered 
in the accounts. The money is delivered to the secretal:y of the 
society at Bergen. 

A certain traveller is reported by.M. Zollner to have asserted, 
that there are n.o roads at all ill the island of Hugen: this charge 
is not' only harsh, .but unjust,' Though there are no gravelled 
roads or chausset;s, still the .roads are in general dry and level in 
summer, and even in spring and autumn, are less heavy in many 
parts of Pomerania, the ground here being sandy. Mllch at-

, tention is paid to their improvement; for which purpose a road 
surveyor is employed, who punishes every neglect in that de­
partment. The prlncipar high road leading towards towns and 
market-places, are nearly all so broad, that the traveller may 
pass them without any hindrance,alld ineonvenience, with the· 
broadest carriage. The numerous roads for communication and 
bye-Wilds, running towards the villagf)s and estates, are certainly 
narrower; and the most limited and worst are the hollow ways 
and passages through' woods, as in the Stubnitz and Granitz. 
These defects, however, cannot be remedied; in fact, this very 
circumstance was adverted to by the government some years ago, 
when a new regulation was made respecting the general intro­
duction of a greater width of the carriages; hut Rugen could 
110t part~ke of this advantage, because nature itself opposes such 
a regulatIOn. 

Formerly there were three main roads on the island. The first 
came from the large vitte at W ittow, and passed through Alte­
kirche, Wieck,Oll the other side of the ferry, through Trent, Gall­
skevit~, Gi':lgst, RHmbien, towards the old ferry. The second also 
proceeded from the vitte of Wittow, throuuh the Schabe, to 

, Ruschvitz, Bobbien, through Sagard, W ostvitz, across the small 
j~smlmd~heath,. t? Zarnitz, Carows, and to- Rambie~l, &c; The 
thud ran from rhlessow-farm, through Mlincheglldl, to Lanken, 
and through Carqevitz, to Rodenkirch-hill, wl.u;re the three jIllet; 
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and which, in general, still remain the same. 'ne post-road, , 
VI' hich is the broadest, uow runs fro,m the old feri'Y t~ Bergen. 

There is only,one post-office in Rugen, namely at Bergen, 
from which place the post departs twice a week, namely 011 

Monday and Friday mornings~ to StraJsund, and returns every 
Tuesday and Saturday afternoon. With these -posts are con­
nected the messengers on foot from- J asmund and Wittow; the­
former of whom sets out for Bergen twice a week, and the latter 
once. The Gingst messenger proceeds twice a ,'.:eBk to Bergen, 
&c. There is no messenger from Bergen to Garz; but one goes 
to StraJsund. By these messeng-ers, letters ar.e conveyed froi;n 
town to town. Travellers may be accommodated with canjag,es' 
at a moderate charge in every place. I ' " 

Exclusive of thes~ regulations by land, the tra.veller may alsa 
proceed by water to Stralsulld, Greifswald, &c. and, by this 
mode of conveyance ill small 'Vessels, dispatch letters and pack­
ages from any part of Rugen, to the places above-mentioned. 
These v~ssels, or schuytes, mostly set out from Ralswyck, 
Kubitz, Schaprode, Putbus or N euelldorf, Wieck ulld Bl;eeg'; 
farther from Hiddellsee, Ummauz, and MUIl'.:hgut ,to POII].e­
rania. Large ships of bnrthen are not built in thiS island, be­
cause it carries on no immediate maritime commerce with other 
countries, nor do foreign ships land here, though they are some­
times wrecked on the coast of this island. This induces me to 
110tice in this part the regulati~nS' made in cases of shipwrecks. 

The beach towards the open sea (called the great strmld" to 
(listinguish it from that of the bays and creeks) is chiefly shallow 
and sandy, 'and, with certain winds, exposed to a' tremendous 
surf. In addition to this, the strong currents of the Baltic, 
(which is but small when compul'ed to other seas) allow the 
navigator no sea-room in 'storms, which often rage with great 
fury in spring and autumn: for, in whatever direction he is 
sailing, he may, with a moderate wind, reach either shore every 
twelve hours. Hence, scarcely any year elapses without ~ome 
shipwrecks on the coast of- Hiddellsee,Wiuows, Jasmund, or 
Monchgut, though sometimes they ~iIfully Hill aground, wben 
the ship and cargo are assured to a great amount. 

In the most ancient times, a number of regulations hav:! oren 
i~sued for assisting the distressed crew, and preservation of tile 
cargo. As soon as a ship hoists out a signal of distress, the, ii,l­
hal>itants near the coast are to hasten to her assistance, and en­
deavour first to save the people on board, and their sbjp'sma~ 
teriakL,a!ld. cargo. Whoever auives first is entitled to the pre­
ference of salvao-e; but if any inhabitants 'belonging to' the same 
jurisdiction in ~"hich the .ship is wrecked,.Rhouldarrive ,atthe 
Balle time with strangers, lp such case, the tonner have the pn ... 
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fecence; but no person is, under a heavy penalty, allowed to en­
force his service, if the crew ~J€ alone able to save. The salvage 
is settled ac~ording to the Swedish sea-laws. If the articl-es 
saved are worth sixty fix-dollars, or less, the half is deducted 
for salvage; if it exceeds the SU.11 above-mentioned, aud amounts 
to 240 rix-dollars, then the fourth part is deducted for salvage • 
.:And if, notwithstanding, the value of the goods saved be greater 
than the sum above-mentioned, still no more than sixty fix-dollars 
are allowed, unless the exertions and danger were extraordinary. 
Orr the whole, equity is strongly recommended. The goods 
saved, must be taken care of by the magistrates, and lord of the 
manor, ill whose jurisdiction the ship is. wrecked; and for a mo­
derate recompen~e, be brought to their own territory, after 
which, they are immediately to give information to the " Royal 

, 1,icent-Contoirs for shipwrecks." Of late years a public autho­
rised commissary ~as been appointed, whol'e duty it is to see, 
that in saving the goods, as well as in the public sale by auction 
of the cargO and ship's materials, (at which a sworn notary public 
takes down all the particulars in writing), every attentiOli is paid 
to equity and justice. Tbis regulation has taken place in conse­
quence of certain abuses tbat were formerly lltated to baveJaken 
place; whence several of those odious tales of the refusal of the 
peasants and fishermen to save the unfortunate crew, and all 
those, stories of profligacy on these occa5'1ons; oftheir outr!lgeous 
robberies and frauds, may possibly h~ve some found!ltion. Ai 
least it is reported, that the inhabitants of the coast rejoice when 
a ship runs aground, because tben they are sure to get something 
by it, and that they interpret the prayer of tl?eir Clergy: "Hea­
vens preserve the wreck," in the following manner; " the Lord 
grant plenty of shipwrecks." I had, however, to the honour 
of these people, rattler believe the latter explanation to be ca-

. lumny: for 1 know that the inhabitants of Wittows in particular, 
have, ,o,f late years, proved themselves not only /most undaunted, 
bllt dlsmterested, and have frequently enc0untered the most tre-' 
mendous hurrica~les to preserve the lives of their brethren. 

LETTER I. 

GINGST, Jul!! 26~h, 1\10&­

AT las~ I am here! Thus 1 see my dream realised, and my 
foot rcsts Ollce more on this island, after an absence of twelve 
years. You will still recollect, with what enthusiasm I related 
to you whatever J could recollect of this ultima Thule, at the 
lll?st northern point in German}" respecting which a very accom­
plished lady once seriously asked me, if the lang~age of the coun.,. 

I try was the Swedisl~, and if Rugen belo~ged to Germany? 
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1 now hasten to give Yo\~l, the detail~ respectin~ this island ,in the 
adventures of youI' friend here. In order to accompany me in 
niy excursions, I must request you to take to. hand the map of 
Swedish Pomerania, and Riigen, delineated by professor Mayer, 
and engraved by Lott~r, in Augsbutg. 1 doubt whether YOll 

will be able to procure the one by professor Lubin, ~rst pub­
lished in Holland, in twelv'e sheets, in 1618, and afterwards 
reprinted at Hamburgh, without any alteration, as it is very, 
rarely met with eveiJ in the island.' -,,' 
_ At present I am at Gingst, where r am happily enjoyi9g the 

most generous hospitality. _ 
As soon as I had arranged my affairs at Stralsund, ana confided 

my trunk to the care of the postillion of~ergen, I hastened to 
the old ferry, in order to proceed in a row-boat to Riigell;,.but 
the wind proving boisterous, the ferryman refused to hazard the 
passage. But iii the harbour I learned, that a passage-boat be­
longing to Gahl, was just on the point of sailing. Of this op­
portunity I immediately availed myself, and joined the other pas­
sengers: my luggage was taken on board, the wind swelled 
the sails, and we boldly fiew past Danholm, a small island to the 
west" distinguished by its elevated shore. Numerous redoubts 
are met with in this island, owing to the wars in former times. 
According to tradition, the strait between Danholm, Nhich was 
once called Strela, and the coast of Pomerania, is reported to 
have been so narrow, in days of yore, that a 'bridge was thrown 
across from one shore to the other. In less than half an hour w~ 
passed through the gut, which is here about two miles and a half 
in width~ and the beach of the island was now before us. 
, The ferry at Gahl, if you direct the eye towards Riigen~ is si­

tuated to the right of the old ferry, and consists only of a few 
house!; which belong to the church of St. Mary, at Stralsund. 
Near,the beach here, is excellent spring-\7ater, which many of 
the inhabitants of Stralsund use in summer for drinking, when 
their own water becomes bad. The feiTy-boat at Gahl must 
carry sails, but is not permitted to use row-boats; while at 
the old ferry, only row-boats; but no vessels with sails cap be 
employed. Independent of these two ferries jltst mentioned, are 
eeveral others from Pomerania to Rugen: at Drigge, a small 
peninsula, which I perceived to the left of Gahl, the new ferry; , 
that at Goldberg, which is opposite to the splendid estate called 
Niederhof, on the 'coast of Pomerania; and finally, the one at 
Glewitz, the last of which is the most resorted to. All the otber& 
are insignificant, and travellers will seldom have any occasion ~o 
repair thither for a passage. From GahI, . I then proceeded In 

c0tnpanyof a guide, who carried my little luggage to. the, old 
fflfFy) where I arrived in. half an hour_ The way thIther led 



along the shore, which at first i~ level, but gradually becomes 
more elevated: it consists'of a yellow clay, strongly mtermixed 
with sand; and at the viII;lge where the ferry il:!, its elevation is 
upwards of twenty feet above the sea. Here I easily procured 
a carriage, arid proceeded to the interior. ' 

About two miles from the feny, is the village of Rambien. 
In the front of some of the houses belo,nging to the village, I 
perceived a number ofyoungbeallties(C.Ytisll.~ Laburn'llmLinn.)_ 
which seem bere to be rare. A fine grove of fir-trees extends 
from the inn here to the left along the road, at the end of which 
is au hospital called the8.onvent of St. Jiirgen. This building 
is inhabited by old people~ wht), on payment of a certain sum, 
are admitted, and receive a certain monthly income, and some 
provisions ill kind. 'i'he estabJjshmellt was formed in the four­
teeilth- century, and belongs to the city of Stralsund. It ,,,as first 
founded by a man named Gadeke VOII Wikede. At present the 
ric'!illission-money is 200 fix-dollars; fDr which each resident is 
entitled to, a habitation and piece of garden for life, and to thirty­
two shillirigs Swedish per month. Close to, the road is an old 
chapel, where the vicar of Rambie11' is said sometimes to perform 
the service; it also contains an apartment for cDnference; the 
windows were barricaded, and the branches of a vine ran' up the 
,,,all on an espalier. At the back of this edifice are the dwellings 
of the Prowen:>, as they are called. The whDle is inclosed by 
palisade~~ This charitable establishment possesses several vil-

. Iages and farms on the island> together with the fir-gruve before 
alluded t04 

The best view Df this sacellum is from a gentle ascent near 
Rothenkirche, a village belonging to, the convent, where it ap­
}iears to be before the grove, the dark green of which forms a 
charming cDntrast with the light colour of the building. Here 
the road branches off in two directiDns. Towards the right is the 
principal road leading to, Bergen, which' faintly appears lIt this 
distance; and to the left, through the village to Gingst. On 
1l1y right hand, I distinguished th'e Giitemitzer bills, as they are 
termed, of which I counted nine. Wakenroder, an ancient lla~ 
tive author, observes; that possibly a cDnsiderable number of 
'pagan urns might be discovered here, which coniecture has since 
been verificd,several having, in modern times, been dug out 
and examined. • 

A little farther' on, a pleasing sea-'view presents itself. Here 
the sea forms a bay, alDng wl.ich are scattered farms and villages; 
in the back-ground before me, was the Landow church, with its 
steeple; and to, the left the bay was bordered by the Pomeranian 
cape of BDrhoft, which rise~ at a distance, otherwise the sur­
roul1dlng country is quite level. If one may judge of the soil 
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~the crops, this must _ certainly be very good. The gronnd is 
19wer on tbe Jeft towards the coast, "hich is only uta short di~­
tance. Behind the farm called Dramnldorf, is'a' considerable' 
plain, whlch·isused as a salt ley. Near Neuendorf we continued 
to approach thesea~coal!t, and at last, pas~ed through a tolerably 
large bay, called the Priebl'a Wedde. The sea runs a little _ fat'· 
ther lip the country, and joins the bay of Sero'w, or Negast, 
\.\'}Iich i~ reported to arise from the Klliepow Sea. -' \ 

'Shortly after I perceived a second bay, similar in circum'" 
fer~nce and width to the one through which I had just passed .. 
but superior to it in a perspective point of view. Contiguous to 
it is the small village of Landow; and to the left, behind a semi~ 
circie of trees, is an estate called RaIow, celebrated in the 
earliest h.istory of the country. ,The ancient Ralow was a castle 
belonging to Raluuk, or Rolvipk. a Vanrlalic pirate, and was 
desto}'ed by Jaronar I. prince of. Rugen. A century ago the re .. 
mains- of the walls were still visible. 

After passing through Landow, o~ -of the smallest parishe9' 
in Rugen, we -again had to ride through a bay at the back of the 
village, which is call-ed Landow Wedde; As the word weddi 
occurs so frequently, 1 give you its int~rpretation along ,"vith it: 
wedde. signifies a bay, or a part where the sea rrins a considerable 
'yay up the coulltry, or is 80 shaBow, that you rna)' ride through 
it on horseback, as well as in a carriage. It might,perhaps, be 
also derived from the ancient German verb ti.)aden, beGause 
such place is fordable. 

In the middle of this bay, wheJ;.e the current is reported to be 
,very strong, are ,driven 1nto dIe ground two row!! of piles, ,to serve 
as directing posts to the carriages passing through it. Though 
this contrivance, is:.very laudable, and ·highly useful to strangers, 
especially at night-time, still it is unfafe, as tho~e posts must 
freqllently be carried away in stonns, by the increased violence' 
with which the sea rushes into such creeks, as well as by the 
drifted ice in wir/ter, in. which case the diiver is obliged "to take 
his chance. On the whole:; a passage- through these two creeks 
appears to me to be attended with too much danger to be tluder­
tfikel1 by such as are unacquainted with its nature, .especially 
when the swell rises, occasioned by a north-west wllld, But' 
independent' of this circmnliltance, there is anothe~ point to be 
considered, namely,dhepefletratioll of the wat~r 1I1to -the car­
riage when the tide rises, by which the luggage IS we~ted. The 
passenger on foot fares still worse: though there IS a small 
wooden brid<re near Landow \\;here the wedde becomes narrower, 
how easily ~ay this be washed away by a swell! At. the Pribrow 
Wedde it is still worse. There are a few dweHmgs near the 
Qrink, the owners of which' have a boat to (!OllVey passengers 

RUGEN] B 
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~cross; . but it som~times happens, that the meadows a~joining~ 
t~e' wedde are entirely inundated, so that the traveller is then: 
obli{l'ed to wade to the spot where the boat is kept: should, the 
peo~le be absent; he, must then wait till a carriage comes, with 

I which h~ may gain a pass~ge across.' To ob",iate these incon ... 
,'eniences, it were to be wished that two solid bridges, able to 
resiBt the.,violence of the water, might be thrown oyer, in patti­
cular as the Gingst road is much frequented, unless local ~in-
gerances ,render their. exec~ttion impracticable. ~. Hi 

TIle country between Landow and Gingst, a distance of a 
league, consists oflevel ground; in the same manller as the whole 
~vestern coast of the island, which is very little elevated above the 
sea. On all sides you per{:eive well-cultivated fields, and a 
Dumber of estates and villages, through several of which I pass~d 
preyioliS to my entrY' into Gingst. ,,' ~ 
'. As it' was too d~rk wh~n I ar'riyed at this place, to take a vi~w 
of it, I resigned myself to the enjoyment of social comforts; and 
i}lde~d l· cannot sldliciently describe, how everyone endeavoured to 

, ~ntertain the strange visitor .. The daughters of the provoit, ill 
whose hOlls.e 1 was, proved themselves to be very accomplished 
ladies; and being nIl musical, they shortened the time by singing 
. and playing alternately 011 the piano-forte alld harp, till supper 
invited us from one banquet to anothel~. ·After supper, the father, 
who was a native of Prussia, related to me some very l'emarkable 

, incidents of his ·life, w hen he wus a youth; and· an. occasiqnal 
'admixture of several interesting and witty anecdotes, added to lhe 
4;:harms of the conversation. . . . , 

My first walk, the next mornin;, was taken in companJ of the' 
pro,~ost and his SOll, a worthy YOU\1g gentleman, who assist'S 
. his father as deacon. The exterior of the church certainly 
does not promise what a view of the interior displays: 
simplicity is here united with elegance; and you will rarely find a 
country church equally distinguished for light, cleanliness, and 
symmetry, as this is: which; however, is reported to be tbe most 
elegant in the country. Two of the more particulnr ornaments 
lire,.' the altar, decorated with a painting of the Ascension of 
Cl~nst, by Rode, the late ~erlin aJ'~ist; the other is the organ, 
bUIlt a few years ago, by Kmdt, of Stralsund. 

AnlOng other property of the church, is a cup of exquisite 
wor~manship, takeu by an officer belono'ing to one of the noble 
fall1iii~s here, out of a convent in Qne of the wars, and presented 
tp ~lilS church; A sheaf-barn, 'which is a. small building 
c 1mtlguD1I8 to· the. chur~h, and if we may judge from the name, 
was probably destllled either to keep the tythe-corl1 in, Of served 
l!S a vestry, has been fitted up as a school-room, in which the 
(' !1ildren of tbe place and its vicinity are tl1strllcted dl1l'illg tho 
summer. . . -



MA RKET-TOWN "OF GTNGST. 

I 'now rambled through· the place, which contains nothing:; 
farther remarkable; and has only the appearance of a largeviL­
lage. It is situated on ap extensive plain, consists of rather 
more than. a huridred houses, and is between ten and eleven miles' 
distant from the Old Ferry. Some of the streets are defellded by 
a paltry bank; and the llOuses are small,and covered with straw, 
three or four excepted, among which is the, parsonage. The 
last, with its outhouses and garden, resembles a well-arranged 
country-seat, and the appearance of its exterior attests a spirjt' 
of regularity in its possessor. The grass-plat pefoj'e ,th~ house, 
the. lofty linden-tree" ''''hich afford it shade, and whose fragTancc" 
hail it, on, all side~, the number of fn;tit-trees ill the garden, the, 
abundance of its vegetables for the kitchen, the high palisades 
Qside it, with the neat bower near the pond, 'and. the. red railing, 
by which- it is surrounded ; aU combine to produce- an emblem 
of useful act1vity, domestic affluence, hilarity, and rural peace. 
And iudeed, this picture corresponds with the interior of the 
house. ,Here you find - cOllveniellceand aleanl,iness, neatness­
without pomp, taste without affectation, order ~without pedan,­
tic restraint-all is harmony: in short, were I a QJinister, the 
possession ;of such a parsonage would undoubtedl)l for~ one 
of -my- most prominent ,wishes. The prov@stship_.of Gingst-is 
J'eckoned to he . pne of the most productjve. preferments; for,­
exclusive '01' the advantages above-mentioned,. there is attach~d­
to it _ a considerable portion of fertile land for agriculture, toge­
ther with pashlrage, and a piece of moor to dig _turf, situated 
at the north-east side of the market-place. There are also se­
veral very iiine seats belonging-to ,the nobility, and various villag&'l 

- in thispa'rish, amounting in the whole to forty in number •. In 
short~ this parish is the most populous in the country ; and uuller 
the provost are eight clergymen. _ _. . .... . . 
. The market-town, called Gingst, or Gyux:st, as it is styled in an· 
c;:icllt documerits, ha!:! {J4.0 jrihabitants. These people were fiJr­
merly serfs to the lordship and provostship, .and some of 
tbem were bound to perform vassalage_on the neighbouring de­
mesne of Gag ern ; but severalyears' ago they were exempterl from 
this duty,by the provQstj as wel(as by the royal bailiwic,so 
that both have r.etained. merely the jurisdiction over \them. The 
high road which fUns through the market-place, forms the bonn.; 
dary"betweeu,the inhabitants belonging to the bailiwic, and. 
those helonging- to the provostship, -the latter of whic\lcontalns 
a far gl'eater,.llumber of 110uses. This verifies the .old adage, 
" that . comfort may beerijoyed even urider ayoke;" but since. 
the : abolition of-vassalage, .opulence has.; certainly iucr.e:;tsed, 
,Four_ :deputies ar6. appointed by the baLiwic anil"provostship, 
(PI; the qrrau"ement.of petty matters ;,in which the illteretit ofthe 
ph~c~ul.\'l'y~e\'lvolYed) to _ superintend tbejtl}'isdiction, ~c., . 

• E e 



,So 

When the inhabitants received their liberty, they, at the saine 
time, thought themselves .entitled to certain fields alld other -ptecej 
dfgroUlld, which belong partly to. the ·neighbouring estates,. and, 
p,artly to the provostship. This conceit, which has since proved: 
aJrwtful source of dispute,stiU continues to prevail in the minds of, 
t\leir posterity, who are ~r.ways renewing those dai,111s, and from 
year to year are in seard. of their asserted El-Dorado, ·t1aaugn' 
without finding it: for many of the inhabitants subsist entir.eIY·h¥ 
agricliltl1re. Notwithstanding the latter circumstance, ,the most 
commOll mechanics are fonnd here, some of whom have formed 
themselves into guilds. . Thus, by tbepatri()tic .exertio:lls of the 
provost to incr:ease the pros<perityofthe place, a body of 'n~avers 
has been established, which already comprises seven mastenl. Some 
of these, particularly the damask-weavers, as they are termed~ar.ein 
~rea.t repute, as ingenious workmen, thl'0ughout the iSland, and 
~velJ in Pomerania.; but are repol'ted to be rather exorbitant in 
their charges for their lahour. Theymauufacture the finest 
damask table-cloths, .for which they aregeneraHysupplied with the 
YlIm; ~Qd llopattern is, to them too diffi£ult to imitate: these' 
table-cloths, h()'wever, coonot be manufaetured of the same size. 
as they are made in Saxony and tv estphalill; but this is owing 
more to the ;smD;JJ.ncss ofthe work-shops, in whie:h two or three 
190ms are dose -to eachcother, than ,to any inability of the work-. 
tuell. In the aft;ernoon, I and part of the family visited one of 
these manufaGtories, when a more. accurate inspection- of the 
I()Q.In anditsm~hanisHl, afforded lille great pleasure. . '·'1" 

My next excursion was t9 the MiihIenhcrg, at the west end of 
,the .place, which commands a perfect view of the Slllrrounding 
eountr)'. It presents a continued tlact of corn-fields bearj~ 
most ;exuQerant CHlI}S' Clusters of c,states and villages ,are 
every where dispersed; which, adlied to the neighbouring 

. ~ree\;:s, enliv-en the' scene. At the verge of the horizon "are 
pe{~ejved thetoWllsStralsund and Bergen, and particularly Jas-. 
ilIUM and the.islqnd Hidoopsee. This variety, however, is desti .. 
lute of one of the principal charms in a land~cape,which is .wood, 
:t d~f.ect which wvai1.s- thrQughout the whole distl'i~ of Ging~ : 
for the patch of firs at Rattiblitz is too inconsiderable, and th4t 
}.>l)usewitz "'\ood. too remote. i £n: cOFlaequence of the great fer~ 
tility of this district, the epithet of l?aradise has been 'oot qn~ 
justly.applied to it by Zollner and others ; the former of whom has 
errollc5.lUsly. asserted,thatthc country about Gingst~ by way of 
preference, merits the ,name. Nor is he correct in his n~Jl1arks 
PO tIle attentio~ paid by. the owners to their grounds near 'the 
roads, . and to those ata. greater distance; 3S, from w.hat I have 
f.lC?D able to observe, his care is equally directed to aU~Lastly, 
1. 4nspecred a DutCh. mill, built only a few yea:rsago, at: tb~ 

north plil't.of,tbe. pl,!lce. Its sai1s" rec<\l1ed. to. Wi " mem.~ 



the inilhbelonging' to the salt-WOi'ks ka'r GreifswalO; at the 
same tillle it occurred to me that, according to some records, ii 
t"alt-work is ·said· to have oRceexistefJ· i neat' Gillgst, ofwhl-ch; 
however, no vestig-e is left. 

On'tbe third day of my stay-·here, a small company met at the 
parsonage, in order to set out thence on a rUl'al exC'Urswl1 .. My 
in1:~nti(}n was originaHy' to employ the· mean time in a Vib~t to 
tbeadjoifiing-islandofUmmauz; but, being ass~l'ed by all pre­
sent, that it contained nothing very- r!,!markable, I jooned' tb. 
party in a walk to the 'Val1.· ..' 

vVe passed throug"h Vellz, which ~las been, forsevcfalren .. 
furies, in the possession of the' noble family of Platen, and tlI-lt 
Gothic sryle of which 'Pl'Oves it once to have been the seat of'a 
knight. At a shoft distanoefrom it, we perceived .-the \v11l1, 
wbich was the oeject of our walk: it forms part of the estate fJl 
Tesch-vitz, near Gingst, from which it is about four miles dis...; 
k\nt. Here· an ancient wall of earth is actually seen, which, (In 
its top; and in different-parts of both its sides; is. (}VefgroWQ' witl! 
lofty a.\ih-t1'~es, oaks, hazel, and other underwood, 'Which add tl) 
its majestic rise. The mostclevated side is-to the north, in which 
are incOlitestible traces of all entrance: a little farther towar-ds 
the !louth, tl1e sicle is again perforated by an aperture: leading to 
the foot,of the wall, which also bears the appearance of aoen­
trance. The West side is tbe lowest, and appears·to havebee~ 
dismalQtled: here the walk gfad uaUy -loses itself in a 1mV' Dog 
covered with bushes. The· prospect from the top,thtoughthe 
green envel-opernent, is delightful: here a ·broad foot~path is 
ent through the green bushes, and in some ap-propriateplaces 
benches ·are ,p-laced._ Still unsatisfied, I hastened with' some 
young men farther, in order to traverse the whofesql1are,whicll. 
1$ of a considerable extent, bllt of no very reguhr forin; and is 
situated in a wide plaiA. I could not; however, . discover any 
vestiges ofa moat around'it.The appearance of the whole Was 
the more striking, as no mention had before been made to' tne of 
it; and I never eouM have ex·pectcd to firid here a spot so ~ha'fln.:­
ing, and at the same time, not .less remarkable as a monumen~6f 
antiquity. - - - .. .' " 

Of the former destination of this ancient: work, nothiti~h 
known: but ill all probability, there ex~sted here, at the time of 
the Vandals, or even earlier, a castle belonging to robbers; for 
tradition relates, that a crcek once ran to the foot of the wall, 
so that small craft could approach it. N or is this improbable. 
if we cOllsidel' the extreme shallowness of the marsh 011 the 
west side ;.andadd to it the circumstance, that li <:reek runs fl'OllJ 
the sea at a short distance hence. Thus this wall may once h«v~ , 
been a wikingar, as it was usually called, or denQf thie,~ ... i,f 
the tradition /,)e fOl.lnded oa truth, . 



Ton£ THROUGH RUGE'!\". 

The ittteriotspace of the I'ampal'twas; if I a~ not. tnistakcllJ 
converted into a cOJ'll~field; and, in short, ,several fields and 
~ueadows b~long to this wall. Formerly a farm is s,aid to, have, 
beCIfestablished here. A charming summer~house has been built 
llere by the present- proprietor, at the back part of the wall; ill 
'which we took tea and other refreshment. Thus favoured by 
the most charming weather; and animated by the spirit of mirth, 
the company indulged in the happiest enjoyments, till the evening 
warned us to return; 
. Shortlyafte~' I Vfoceeded to Bergcn, the capital of the coun­
try, where I took up my residence in the town~house, which 
affords the s!lme accommodation as an inn; and have already 
made several little excursions about the town. 

Bergen is about five miles from Gingst: the soil is level through .. 
oU,t, and fertile; on every side the eye is greeted with the prospect 
of smiling corn-fields, and laJid covered with trefoil, of farms, viI.: 
lages, thickets, and a number of mounds behind; the ancient 

, t;state of Pansewitz. On the ,road between Bergen and Gingst, 
is the estate of the late M. de O. which, in certain respects, is 
highly interesting .to me. This gentlem~n having brought hither 
a young man from ]3eriin, in whom he had accidentally'disco­
vered great talents for painting, the latter soon fulfilled the ex­
pectations,of his liberal Mecrenas, who con~inued to encourag~ 
the rising talent of the young artist, and retained him, in hi1/ 
hoq.8e for nearly two years" You will be surprised when I inf(}r~ 
you, that this W:lS Philip Hackert, who .aftewards signalized 
Ilimself so greatly; and ranks with the most celehrated la)1dscape­
paintel's: hence, the island of Rugen may justly boast of having, 
hy its' rural charms, unfolded his genius for pa~nting, and initiated 
him in the first rudimellts of the art. " , 
. Hackert has,engraved several views in R~gen} among ,,,hich 
IS one of the town of Bergen, from Jf~ldewitz. In a sa­
loon of the bouse of 'Boldewitz, is an oil-painting of the cele­
brated Stubellkammer, but which he ne¥er finished. 

From the windmill near Boldewitz, the country is one con~ 
tinued barren heath to Gademow:, beyond this village, we again 
meet with traces offertility, which eio:~end to theascellt pn,which 
~tf1'gen is situated. 
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LETTER II. 

ACCOUNT OF THE ISLE OF OEHE.-SALJNE 1'vIEADOW!;,­

TRADITION RESPECTING THE SEPARATION OF THE 

l~LAND FROM THE CONTINENT.-ORIGIN OF TUE BEA­

CON-HILL.-ACCOUNT OFHIDDENSEE.-THE CONVE.NT. 

-;--NUMBt<:R OF I NI-IABITANTS.-S'r.ATE OF VASSALAGE.-"; 

CHARACTER Of THE PEOPLE.-T.n~lPLE AND IDOl,. 

LANKENSB URG IN W UHnv1 August ,4. 

As I was about to depart for Wittow, and thence for I-Iid­
d'ensee, I met with a pleasant companion, who persuade4 me to 
procecrlwith him for the small isle of Oehe, whence I might 
easily obtain a conveyance to Hiddell~ee; to which I readily' 
'clgreed. The roild runs straight through 'Trent to Wittow. The 
ground is, on the whole, in an excell'cnt state of cultivation, and 
produces wheat, rye, barley, oats, and peas: the land is level; 
and far and near, the eye is cheered with the sight of human 
dwellings. A shOlJ -distance before Trent, however, we crossed 
a dull heath, on which was a solitary wi!1lhnill. The village of 
Schaprode is situated close to the water-side, and is tolerably 
well built: it is inhabited by a number of free people, among 
whom are several opulent sea-faring men, who fi[ld no pleasure 
ill the restraint of towns. The naturally dull appearance of the 
Goast is milch relieved by the continual passing and re~paR8ing of 
the J~lllall .craft. Scbaprode trades with Str~lsund, to which city: 
schuyts are often dispatched. . 
, Opposite to this village is· the island of Oehe, which we 

reached by crossing a narrow but deep creek, ill a k"ind of praam : 
the 'island is about three miles in circumference, and level; but' 
on the west side, nature has raised a bulwark of large st~nes 'to 
.keep the waves within bounds. In consequence of its low sitU­
ation, it is particularly exposed to the storms in spring and au~ 
tunm, which prevent the complete growth of fruit and otliel' 
trees. - At every part of the coast I met with saline meadows. 
In general, the soil is tolerably productive, but the harvest is very 
uncertain, in consequence of the severity of the winds. 

On the following morning I got a new companion, a fanner:. 
who was on the point of proceeding for Hiddensee, to attend t'h~ 
sale of sQI~e sh;unded goods: he oifereq me a plflCe in-his bOat, 
l\hich I gladly accepted. 



There is 311 old c11ronicle stilt existing. which states that 
Hiddcnseehad formerly been united to Riigen; but that in a 
most dreadful hurricane, ill the year 1304, or 1309, "hich .oc· 
casioned the greatest deva~tatiol\S in other parts of the island, it 
had been disrupted; and the -separation prohably took place in 
lhis quarter. There isaTso a popular tradition' respect,ing the 
origin of the island, but modesty furbidH me to relate it. 

On our arriv~l we met with a kimT reception in the convent, 
,,,Tlere \\'e found' a number of people whf) lwei me.t oti 3£COllllf of 
dJe auction, which was to take place on the fol!owiIJ"g <fay. I went 
dOVl'~l to tl\e shore to view the wreck, "hich j learnt \'('a1; a new 

-~l'igantil1e from Danzick, or Konil1g~bBrg; lad\;n with wheat aM 
Jil}se'ed~ The crew, who IJad saved .themselves. in their boat, 
wer'c cheerfully engaged with the' inhabitautg. in Saving P"lll't of the 

I cargo. . . 
As tlre sale could 110t afford me lliiy amusement, I proceeded in 

c(j)ru~a1l1'''withtwag~ntlemen well. a(.~qua1I1t{;d with the ways, to 
ajilc8.nd the,Baak~nberg or Deacon-hill, vcl1ich is the highest, on, 
the whole islanci: it delives its name from a large barrel of pitchJ 
fas.tentld to. a strOl.ig pole, which, in time of war, was formerly 
pla(!e~ .!here, and· set tire to on the' llpproach. of an enemy? but, 
no·w It 16· no more resorted to. Not far frQm the convCllt IS the 
'Vill~ge of @rieben, wl1ich is inhabited by a number of free farm­
crswho,. under the former proprietors of the island, were· 
every day ill the week obligated .to wpr,k with their cart, horses" 
and. two servants,. on the estate of the owner: but the present. 
holders of the estates have commuted it iuto a rent. Thougll' 
their dlvellings ,and outhouses have nothing remarl<ahle. to dis­
tinguish tllem, yet they were princely compared to those which 1 
saMI in the afternoon. 

From Grleb~ll we began to ascend the hill, and after pursuing 
a. rough aIlq meandering path for about half an hour, we gained! 
the summit of the Baakenberg, and- from this; elevated· point w~ 
~luoyed a moste:'Qtensive view. Beneath liS was the island, 
·with. its isthmus· Ollen-Bessin, which affords pasture to· 
the ~heep itr Grieben" and app.eared .like a narrow stripe of grel:nr 
)jbband extended along the bay. Towards the east and south. 
were the. ~enil1sulas W iuow and J asmund; and still farther to, 
the south, Riigen) with its numerolls indentations, bays, hills,; 

- forests) corn~,fields, steeples, and villag,"s: but towards the north., 
west, the \V.ide foaming sea.-'Ulat an expansive bori~on! The' 
wandering. eye glanced acros,s the swelling mass ·of water, till it 
at last found a _l:e~LiTlg,poil1t at the verge of the horizoll: this, 
pOInt was the. Danish island Moen, which is situated, seven 
(German),miles, from this place; bUHhe.air' was so uncommonly. 
~tea.rj that, I could dis.ting\li~h. t~e. clefts in the chalky sbore .. 
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1 lio,v desc"ended to view the beach, which is naked and of a 
dismal appeanmce. . , 

,Ill the afternoon we made an excursion to the adjacent village1f, 
Vltt~, Plagsbagen, &'c. There ,,,as a small assemblage of peo'... 
pIe'1n a meadow, on account of a sale of some lit)seed, which 
the women belonging to Vitte had· fished up. These "vo­
men hadmpst eloquent tongues: some scolding, and others 
lamenting that so little money was offered. Though, the men 
were.soiIent,' still I had an opportunity of observing an instance 
of ~heir avarice. A parcel of the beed disposed of, was to be 
conveyed'on, 'board a 8c11uyt, which was prevented approaching 
nearer to the {:oast by the shallowness of the' water.' The pui~ 
chaser in conseque1we bargained with a Hiddensee fisherman, to 
take it ina boat to ~he schuyt, for a certain sut11: the isli.nder 
was first at' a loss what to demand, but after· having consulteCl 
one of his coHeagues 'for a cop-siderable time, he demanded a 
florin, (though the distance was at the utrnost only fifty paCeS) 
adding, times were hard, and but little to earn!-Although Vitte 
is the largest and most populous village in the island, still theit" 
huts are so miserably cOllstnicted, that they can scarcely be 
equalled by the most wretChed in the other parts of ;Europe. M. 
Zollner justly observes,t:1at architecture is here in its infailcy. ,-

Hiddensee, (or asM.': Zollner writes, Hiddenso) called by 
foreign navigators DOI'ebusch, is situated on the north-west coa~t 
of Rligen, which it 'appeal'S: to,defend agaiilst the impetuosity or_ 
ihe Baltic: it exterids in ~ di)'ection fro,11 110rth to south, and is 
in length' about twelve: fniles. It~ width is very unequal; the 
g)"eate'St l:Ite~{lth being 'abl>Ut two miles and a quarter, and the 
smallest nearly SOO paccs:, ., Nature has divided the isLmd into 
two parts ;ehe mountaiholJ1, of.flOrthern, and the flat 01' south~ni 
diRtrict. The former rises <lOllsiderably abol'ethe level or th~ 
sea, bltt the soil is mostli poor and sal;cly, 'ec<cept in the v1l:iility 
of the convent and neal' Grieben,where there is some good corn­
land. The level c<lnntJ:y; which is nearly eighty miles in length; 
has most' probably becn added by ~he sea; the land consisting of 
sea"sand covered v./ith short sod, but so low that it is freqnently 
inundated: it contains very little, ancl but poor corn-land'; but 

-the meadows are of a' far superior quaEl:-,. Bels, een Vitte and 
Neuendorf, is a richpiecc of peat, "I,hich Sllpplies the' whole 
island \,iith fuel there beino' no wood whatever for tIle purpose; 
'butrthe smell \(:hich it ~mit: is intolerable, and all tile insides of 
·the cottagesaJ:e coveted Wilh the smoke. The poorer class al~o 
burncow-dting ; 'but this is so far from correelilJg the ~ineH, 
that the adage is truly verified: ' the devil, is her? expeJ!ed by 
,Beelzebub.'? But exclus-ive of its' applicatIOu as fuel; thiS peat 
serve's.them as bricks and building materials . 

.IWGEN.] .... 1· 



TOUR THROUGH 1l.UGEN. 

The Hof convent has a pleasant situation, and has lately 
been rebuilt. In the front is a sqllare green spot, surrO'lwded by 
cherry-trees, . and opposite to this is a lodging-house, as it is 
termed, for visitors. It was established towards the end of the 
lSth century, by Wizlaf III. ,prince of Rugen" at the instigation 
of the abbot of the Cisterzienser, convent, at Neuenkamp, whlil 
is said to have provided it with monks. The convent wa~ dedi­
cated to St. Nicolaus, the patron of mariners. Tn the year 153(~, 
it was secularised, to the great sorrow of the monks, .who, It 
appears, with great reluctance gave up the l1umerQus silveru~en~il~ 
of the church. In the· thirty years' war it was nearly demohshed, 
so that its former· ex~ent can only be $urmised from the fe\y 
ruins which still remain.-The crop annually produced by. the 
soil belonging ,to the convent, amounts, on the average, to five 
lasts of corn. Respecting its contribution towards the expellces 
of the government of Riigen, it pays 7-£4; and the farmers and 
Cossats must provide the other 17-24. lshall only add, that the 
convent, 'as well as the whole· island, is an allodial estate, and 
was lately disposed of by M. de _G. to a nobleman of Rugen. 

The number of inhabitants in the island is upwards or SOD, 
more than half of whom are males. The greater part of them 
are subject to vassalage, and even those whose turf-kathen (turf­
huts) are their own property, have to. pay a certain annual land­
tax to the lord of the. manor. .Plogshazen and N eU!Jndorf are 
inhabited by entirely free people, some of whom pay, a certain 
annual sum' for the use of the fields and meadows for their cattle, 
and for the privilege 0f searching for amber along the beach, and 
in spring, furnish a few pounds of salmon; but othet'wise they 
are exempt from all the duties of vas~alage~ Vitte is chiefly in­
habited by Cossats and Einlieger. The Kather must, if required, 
serve three days in the week on foot; but in general,only six or 
eight perform the duties of vassalage, the others paying an annual 
sum to be exempt. Still the latter must labour twelve days for 
the benefit of the estate, during the hay and corn harvest, and 
perform some other petty matters, such as plucking up the weeds 
from. the flax-land, &.c. But every Kather in Vitte is obli­
:gated in his turn to convey, for the benefit of the lord of the 
manor, his corn to Stralsund, in the bark belonging to the 
estate; and independent of this, he must carry a certain number 
of freights in his own boat, for which he receives but a few 
pence. Finany, the Einlieger, or lowest class of vassals, work 
.two days in the week at the farm, or in lieu pay four rix-dollars. 
,These people are bound to spin seven poundl! of flax, but may 
purchase an exemption for twenty-eight shillings (Danish.) Some 

,-of _tne houses have, from time immemorial, been freed from 
this duty.-Hespectmg the ferry-men inhabiting the islands where 

I. 



C~IARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS. 

the ferries are, they are free from all servitude whatever, on 
payment of a certain sum annually to the lord of the mallOI'. 
~ost of the inhabitahts are tall and strong, of a sallo\\< COIil­

pIexlOn, blue-eyed, with· sandy-coloured hail'; they are of a 
slender form, but slow in their movements and occupations, and 
are also accused of laziness and avarice. The dress of the men 
?>nsist.s of a sailor's jacket, made of a striped stuff manufactured 
1": the Islal~d, which also supplies the lo\yer ordtrs of the people 
with cl)vermg: their trowsers are of linen. In the slimmer they 
go mostly barefooted, or wear coarse heavy slippers with woode~' 
sol.es. They.are chiefly engagt>d in fishing; but many have ac­
qUIred a conSiderable degree of opulence. The gl:eater Humber 
of those who go to sea (a liberty for which the vassal must pay 
four rix-doll-drs per annum) are abse,nt only in the summer, and 
amuse themselves in the villages during the winter, un~il their 
summer earning is spent, after which they. seek fQf new eu­
gagements. 

,Most islanders feel a strong attachment to their own i~le; but 
this is particuhtrly the case with the inhabitants of Hiddensee; 
many of whoIn t ' after living a number of years ill differellt parts, 
have been glad to return, and creep into their smoaky cabins. 

I now returned to \Vittow, and found Mr. S. the provost,at 
tea with' his family, and a circle of friends; among; whom was 
H---r, so well known by his dramatic and historical writ­
ings: I was charmed. with the entertainment and interest of his 
discollrse. 

A/few pictures by Matthieu and his friend Hackert, which 
hung in tM;' parsonage, excited my attention; but particularly 
attracting was a collection of ancient engravings, by the two 
Hackerts. They are all landscapes, but the largest repJ'esellts a 
view of Rome, executed in a masterly style. Allother per~ \ 
rformance of the elder Hackert is, a large transparent moon-light 
piece; (which is generally kllOWIl as a discovery made by this 
I\rtist): it is inserted aqove the door of a saloon, and towards 
evening it was illuminated. However great the deception may' 
be on the whole, still this is diminished by the lamp-light, which 
by its too glaring red, reflects on the Italian landscape, in every 
other respect beautiful. These paintings, as well as the collec­
tion of engravings, were presented from.N aples to the Jady of 
the provost, a near relation of M. VOIl O. who first roused the 
geaius of thi8 artist. 

On the following morning I made a short excursion to Lan­
kensourg, a noble seat belonging to M. von L. where I spent two 
yery agreeable days in the company of my worthy A. who.b.)ards 
In the house. In the afternoon he accompamed me to mspcct 
the· gmve of one of the Hum", situated ou a heath between the,. 

F Q 
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f:ClI"I.lls Kunevitzt and Schwarbe, and built of stones .. We next· 
pr,oceeded for the celebl:;;ted Arkona. The whole of the road 
to the village of Putgard, whi.ch is the last on the northern side 
of the country, Jed along a continued plain through the mOl!i 
luxuriant corn~fields; but scarcely had we quitted the village 
when the country began to rise, the corncfields by degrees to 
vanish, and the green woody hillocks of the cape, together with' 
a part of its chalky cliffs, ascend in the back ground. Within a 
qu~rter of an ~our, which was rendered longer by my impa­
tience, the carriage stopped, and we alighted at a pasturage. 
1 hastily ascended, and leant against the fire~beaeon, to rest on 
the summit of this northern ('ape; but who could think of rest~ 
ing in a place where evcory oJ~ject arollnd invites the eye to en. 

jPyment? One of. the greatest objects- here was the view of the 
·.BaJtic, which had asslImed the colour of the grey sky, and em­
braced the half of the horizon towards. the north. On the right· 
hand were the elevated shores of J asmund covered with wood; 
0)1 the left hand the highlands of Hiddensee,' ",ith the island of, 
¥oen at a distance; and then the prospect of the interior across 
"Yittow and Rligcn; what a glorious spectacle! We now de .. 
scended, and took a survey of the two shores, of which that to 
the right is the most interestiug, 
, Re$pecting the former sea-port town of Arkona, the tempI~ 
~nd idQI of Suanievit and its de~truction> I must refer you to ' 
2blll)er and Nernst, who have skifu!l y collected the materials for 
tbe. history of till:, place, from the ;11Ore ancient historians. I 
shail only make oneobservation, that Arkona* is generally called 
Uhrtkolla, OUkona, and Akona, hy the common people in the' 
jole of Wittow; among whom they have a tradition that, at the 
t.op of the plail,l around the rampart, where at present a naked 
hE-ath is seen, several centuries ago, a forest of lofty beech-trees 
~xtended along the shore. Towards evening we quitted Arkona 
wit\.! a loud farewell, which resounded from the walls of its su­
Plime dome, and departed from Putgard by way of presenzke, 
through Altenkirchen to Lankensburg. 

LETTER UI. 

:eXCURSION ·TO ALTENKIRCHEN.-VILLAGES, NUMBER OF 

IN H A.Bll'A!\ TS.). C U lU O.S 11'1 GS, &.c. 
BI'.J1.GEN, lOth A!tgust. 

, 0 N the f~Ilowing morning I und.ertook an excursion to A Iten:­
kirchen, ,,,hich is (Jply two or three hundred paces from Lan .. 

• Whether the name Arkona has any ~flillitytq the Ita!iall Ancona~ ~ 
lflu~t leaVe to the antiquari~n5 to d~cid~. .•.. '. . . 
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lensburg, through a strait alley bRset with young ItalilllJ. or Ca .. 
nadian poplars: my intention was,Jo pay a visit to Dr. Roseg-arten. 
A tall man, of a' middle age, pale countenailce;with a 11m*' 
piercing eye, and dark hair cut short, ga;ve U1tl so cheerful a' 
we/come, that on approachil1g him my heart felt lighter. The­
Ilffaj~ihty of his conduct, together with his animatr.d Itncl social 
dis<;ourse, b~nished the little remains of tilJ1iditywhich I had 
~rollght ';;Ct, me from Lankensburg, He,speaks very fast, but 
with energy, and his diction is elegant; his exterior displays the 
geniality. of his mind, ",'hi.ch owes a great part of its cultivation 
\0 its own powers. lIis ~tudy is naturally the seat of elegance 
and neatness; and is well .provided with acnoice cpllection of 
book!'! 0.11 all bran(:hes of lit!,:r,\ture, of anciel1t 31l,d modefu na­
tion~, Ue formerly played the flute, but a weakness in thecb.e~t 
cqmpeUfCl him to abandon it; and in his sitting-room I found, / 
both.tl barp and piano-forte; for the latter instrum~ut he had 
composed many of his .. OWll songs .. As a true admirer of the 
plastic arts, he posS€s~es a very valuable trea~;ure indrawil1gs and· 
engravings; some of which serve to decorate his apartments,. 
while the larger and more searce prints are made up in folio::; •. 
AmOllg the engravings are several after :Raphael, wbich occupy 
th~ first place; next to these aJ e some other excelle~lt productions 
of the art,. by Gern}ans and foreigners; for instance, the prin- . 
cipal sh.eets of the Chaleographic Society in De.ss.au, the best 
landscape pieces- by Hackert, the celebrated" Last.Suppel''' by 
Mprghen,a number of portraits by Lifts, Bau~e., &c. with 
several prodllctions o~ Ellglish artists, &c. Independent of these, 
are a couple of eogravings by Pirane~i, representing Hercl,des 
and the group· of Cupid and Psyche, in which the touch is 
bold and harmoniolls. Besides these, is a neat collection of 
small engravings and vignettes, taken from the German' 
belles lett res, . Among the designs are three or four, which 
are executed with spirit and industry: they are views· from 
Arkoua alid Stubbenkamci)er, by a young artist ualilled Friede-
.. ichs. . 

Thot.gh M. Kosegarten is a uative of Mecklenburgh, still he 
is so decidedly attached to t;he' i~land of H.iigen, that he has re­
mained twelve years residentt>here. He ha~ the general character. 
{)f beiou an assiduou.<s author, a kiJ;ld father, a disinterested 
friend, ~n upright spiritual p.astotto ~is ~on~r~gation?a~d cha.,. 
ritable,to the extreme. Hence he. merIts IllS 11V1Ug, W1Hch IS COIl-. 

sidered as the most productive in the whole ishmd. 
Altcllkirchen is a neatly-built village, cotaining about fifty 

houses, mostly fhatchedwith straw, a~d 250 inhabi~a~ts. The 
~ou.nt~y about AHenkirchen is level, '''':lthout any vanatIOn to re­

, .!jeve .tbe c'je, the onl,}' green bJlsh b~mg a small patch to .he 
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south of the place, which is covered with a few wild pear-trees 
and thorn-bushes. In short, all Wittow is one continued plain, 
which in summer may appear enlivened by the luxuriant growth 
of undul.ating corn, but in autumn and toward Lent, the un­
ploughed and faHowland gives it a truly melancholy appearance. 

The peninsula of Wittow is the north-east part of Riigen: it 
is about eleven miles in length, and at the utmost six miles and a 
half in width, and upwards of twe~lty-twO. miles in circumference. - . 
It extends from south-west to north-east, and though sufficiently 
elevated above the level of· the sea, still the country is a perfect' 
plain as far as Arkona, where it. begins to rise: it branches off 
into two long arms, ODe' of which is called the smallWittow­
heath; the other if! called the Bug, from the extremity of which 
the post-office packets occasionally proceed for Sweden. There 
is a great want of pasturage and meadows;. but latterly some of 

··the owners of the estates have begun to cultivate trefoil, &c. In 
respect to wood, of which there is also a great deficiency, the· 
general complaint is, that the severity of the climate frustrates all 
attempts to establish a plantation; and even the. farmers, who in 
their leases engage t~ plant a certain number of trees on their 
farms, prefer paying the penalty attached to the omission of this 
regulation.·.. Butto be convinced of the contrary, one need only' 
take -a survey of Altenkirchen, Sulinsruhe, Lanken, &c. and 
theii- vicinity; where the ash, willow, and several fruit-trees thrive 
considerably .. ' A still more important reason for this inattention 
to plantations of trees is, the great advantages derived from the 
different species of grain,especially rye, of which the produce 
is in some years so great, that they actually export upwards of 
1000 lasts per annum. ' . 

The whole country contains about 3000 inhabitants, among 
whom the vassals are in proportion to to the free people, as 100 
to 1. The former are subj ect to the customary services of vas­
salage; the young men, however, frequently obtain permissipn 
of the owners of the estates to which they belong, to go to sea; 
in this they are generally encouraged by the example of their 
friends, by the fishery and coasting trade. Though I CI!lUld not 
observe any striking peculiarity amollg the country people, still 
I must add, that the increased intereourse with each -other, the 
journies to the towns, the proximity to Jasmund, the!family con­
nections with Rugen, the friendly visits, .&c. &c. have all con­
tributed to render the manners of these people softer than those 
of their neighbours in Hiddensee: 

After. pa~ing through the villages of N euenkirchen .and Rap­
pien, I arrived at the Banselvitzer hills. Immediately onleavillg 
the village of Great Banselvitz, the ground begins to ascend; and 
on.a sudden. I found myself on the brink of a beach. ACI'oss 
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t.he water before me lay extended, like ~n amphitheatre, Jas:,' 
'mund, with its fields and foresti;l,. which, stretching, 'in. a dir~c':' 
tion to the north-west, and uniting with the proUl0l1tory; seenied 
to form a continuatiol1.of a cbain of 11i1lS, at tbe extremity of 
which the seat ~1amed Tetzitz, 'rose above tl~e summit' of a forest 
of fir-trees., But towards the west, the prospect was still more 
luxuriant; o~ rather, it appeared to be boundless: at least the 
imagination could have extended it ad infinitum, as the sun' so 
strongly illumined the landscape, that the eye became dazzled, 
and the back ground was lost. in the !'et~ring mist.. , '. 

On the road tq Bergen a new cUrIosity attracted my attentIOn. 
A number of conical grave-molinds, resembling so many bells, 
appeared to obstruct the way to:patziz~ 'But as I' approached 
them, they ,,;ere' parted off on each side, and left me' a' .free 
'passage between them: they were eighteeIl in numbei', eigbt or 
which were on tbe left, and ten. on the right side, but with!J4~ 
order. Some were bare, and only covered with 'short sod and 
juniper, or blackberry-bushes, &c. The first 011 the 'right-hand 
~'s of a most singuIar shape, re~embling a cone,. cut smuoth Ol~ 
every side, and at the top of which myriads of swallows, have 
taken up their' residence: the last on the right hand is nearly 
levelled ~o the ground, and appears like an invalid am<;mg his 
brethren. Of two of the most considerable I took the dimen:' 
'sions: the circumference of the larger amounted to ] 12 paces at 
tbe foot; that of the smaller, to 106 paces; and the perperidi-:-­
~ular height of the tallest I estimat\'d at from sixteen to twenty 
feet. Though at first I felt inclined to consider this phenomenon' 
as a lusus naturre, reflexion and experience, however, convinced 
me that such tumuli could never be of that description. They 
are called the W ohrker-hills, from the neighbouring village 
Wohrke. 

LETTER IV. 

a\CCOUNT OF THE RUGARD.-RJ::MARKS ON THE ANCIENT 

,PRINCES of RUGEN, &c. 
BERGEN, August 18. 

My time here is chiefly spent in visiting-parties, or making 
'short excursi,ons to examine the beauties of nature; but no spot 
has attraction equal to the Rugard, . " 
, This grand object, on whicb nature has lavished her brightest 
liharm~, is the highest hill in Rugen-Proper; and being situated 
in the centre of the island, it is impossible to find a better spot 
to view the peculiar cbarmswith which the island is gifted. You 
find yourself here surrounded with an indescribable variety of ob· 
Jects; their connection with each other) their divisions and sec.,. 
tions by the >lea, their ,perspective sitl'!~ and distances-all inces .. 
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'sandy charlrl the eye, without' satiating it. The Rl1gard rests on alt> 
ascent, which forms its foot, Otl the north-east side of the town, 
from which it is separated hut a few hUlldred paces. The best 
way to ascend it is from Raddas, because from that side the 
surprise is the greater. It is also advisable to visit it repeatedly, 
and at;differcllt parts of the day; partly on account of the vari­
egated refiexions, and partly in order to become more intimate 
with its beauties: for it would be impossible at one view to 
embrace the enchanting change of groups of Ialjdscapes! To 
attell'!pt a description with WOl'ds, would be in vain: it must be 
the pencil of a master that can give JOU an idea of this * . Were 
it no't for tne numeJ'ous diminuti~'e objects, a painting of i.t would, , 
In my opiniOll, be one of the most jllteresting subjects for a 
panorama. 

In fact, the 31kicnt princes Of RiigeJl could not have selected 
-a mote delightful spot for th<,ii- residence than the summit of 
this mountain, which commands a view oVer tbe whole island. 
There stood here formet1}', the castle Rugard, or Riigigard, 
froUl which the hill bas derived its name: at present it is vulgarly 
called Riigord; itw3~ built by prince Jaromur I., but now there 
isnof the least' vestige of it to be pel'ceived, the ground. being 
covered with corn. From certain appearances, JlOwever, it must 
.have bee~ vfly considerabl. ' ,. '. .' 
, Sometl~~S I extend my ram~lcs bey~m~ the Ruga,rd, espec1311y, 
,towal~dsthe south: nature lS here 'wlld,al')d,yet pleasant, 
the h.eights being overgrown with moss, and bushes, or naked 
and covered with stones. On one of these hiil3 I discovered a 
I!ltone-chest,as It is termed; but it was 'ifry small, a!1d ill a bad 
state of preservatioll: the bottom had given way, and the stone 
which covered it, abontt"Ci ya'l'ds in length and one in height, 

, lay in an oblique direction over it. Close to it I also found 
another grave of ~l HUll, which 'ras only twenty-five paces long, 
and teu broad, but encircled with stones, juniper, &c. Not fal' 
from it is a conic grave-mound on a rising ground, of which it 
forms the slim mit. The ptospect of all these hillocks, and 
th,e parts: contiguo.us, is not' less attractive thail the objects 
from the RlIgai'd; and though: tile landscape is Jess beautiful, we 
have still tile advantage here; that Olll' eye is, on account of j;\le 
Jnore .limited space, better able to collect and retain the objects 
w~th more accuracy. 

1 have just retnrned from a .visit to Pulitz, which is one of the 
most romantic spots imaginable. Its solitary and isolated situ-

;0 Luxuriance of masses arld forms, the infinite modifi~ation5, the varie~ 
gated intermixture and coullectlou of the sillgle parts, which the most'lively 
ini'lgillation and exquisite genius of the artist could ilot have mort; hapjlil1 
arranged, reiider tll!~ view beyolld description beautiful. 
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.ahon, -surrounded by \'erdant inclosures,. its green .pyramidal 

.form resting on a silver mirror, captivates the eye ,even at 11 -dis­
~(!e. There are two ways to it; the one by water, theo:ther 
mostly by land, but occasionally by water. I .pref~lTed the 
latter; 

As soon as I landed on the island, I ascended the hill with 
'.gome difficulty, b~lt in a short time arrived at the summ.it, ""hich 
is one of the most· interesting spots ou the i&lamt To -the west 
1 saw Stedar, ill the vicinity of a clear lake, with its dark .. back­
;ground of heath, hills!, '&'c.; to the 1'lOrth, werG Jas1l1und and 
Thiessaw, contiguous to the sea; to the east, the island. of 
.Prora,' and some detached pieces of the woody granite; and to 
the south, the Tallnel1berg, ne,ar Putlins. These are the limits 
.of a landscape, -on which Nature has spread her engaging 
,cha;rUl3~ 

PuJitz extends itself in a direction from ~olitl1 W nor.th, in the 
.bay of J asmurid: it is about a league in circumference. Nature 
has divided this island into three parts; one of which is. high ull!!l. 

.mouBtainous, and on the one side inclosed by a forest of tir­
.trees, &c.; the middle of the island is .level, and in somepahs the 
ground is rising, whichjs employed for the culture of corn, though 
the corn did not appear fo be in a very luxl.lriant state; the third 
part is inclosed by a forest .of fii'-tr,ees, as the first. This is a 
sketch-of this little island, whi.ch I iecko)l among the greatest 
beauties that Riigen has, to produce. To me it appears to be 
the t1;lost charming asylmn to which a p,ersonseeki11g retirement 
could retreat. 

LETTER V. 

BER{;EN, Az/gust 30. 

, ~I Y joy is now c~lll'pjete. I have s~eu the pictilresque re~ 
lllnsula of Jaslull,ud, and (he ce1ebrated Stubhcl)kammel', at first 
my Sole motive for under.taking the JOUl'pey. 

I set out from Bergen by water, in company with a. small . 
party who were going to Sagard.. The ~rst village at whlcll we 
stopped \vas Strussel1dorf, the s~II of wtJlch appeared to be very 
me<lgre and sanp)'; but beyond It tIle landscape bec01l1e~ more 
agreeable' and variegated. We next !ook a dl:~th,.lt survey of 
Halsw'ieck (abeautif\ll estate most delightfully .sltua~ed,) and 1of 
the s_urroundiug country. ,Before us .was ~ aSI:1llnd, and to t.le 
riO'ht the neio'hbourinO' estate of J armtz, with ,Its 'stately Verdi1l1t 

to ." to 
limits, &c. . . .' 

'Ve \Jow arrived·atthe ferry,. whIch, 111 ahout a ~tlarter or an 

hour, conveyed LIS to J asn{uud. Chu' entry mto tlm part uf the 
,~1J~J<:N.] G 

'. 



country waS fat from being' agreeable; but on appl'oa:ching to~ 
wards SagaI'd, the r0ad leads through a plain covered with corn~ 
and on every side I noticed pieces of watet, heights, mills, rU\'&1 
cottages, &c~ 

Having observed a hill near Sagard, which appeared to me 
;remarkable, I paid it a yisit in the everting: it is situated in the 
iniddle of a field, ~md in shape resembling the conic W ohl'ket 
grave-mounds before described; in short, it is the grave of it 
Vam:lal. The illha'bitants call it Dubberworth. I mea<lured its 
circumference, and found it to c'0l1sist of 170 pace~; its height 
I e~timated at SQ feet. 
.. The countfy-people of J asround relat,e the following tale re­

specting the (nigin of the Dubberworth :-They assert, that in 
: time immemorial, an immense giantess lived in Jasmund, to 

whom the country was subject. Having tendered her ha'nd to 
the prince, of RUgen, who, howeter, declined the great honour, 
she immediately resolv~d to compel him to marry her by force 
of arms. N ow, in ord'er to comey' berarmy with expedition 
~VJl:d safety to Jasmund, she hit upon the idea of fi~lillg up the 
bay of Jasmund with sand. But the first attempt proved so un­
successful, that she gave lip the plan of blocking up the passage: 
for, at Sagard, they say, the apl'on or sack, which she carried, 
got a rend,· through which a large stream of sand escaped, and 
formed the Dubberworth.-They add, that she had scarcely 
dragged her burthen to the Litzow ferry, wllen the whole aprOil 
was c,ompletely torn; and the sand heaped up int@ those hills 
which I before mentioned. ~ 

Early the next -morning we set out from Sagard by water, 
towards Sassenitz, but turned off from the .straight road through 
a wood, in order to inspect a grave said to be the largest in Jas­
mund: this is, hO\¥ever, not the fact, it being only thirty-six 
:paces in length: the dark-grey stones} however, with which it 
IS encompassed, are conside'rably larger than the one on Struss­
mannsdorf-heath; and particularly striking is the corner-stone~t 
the foot of the grave, being upwards of eight feet in length. IQ 
other respects the grave is, towards the middle, excavated like a 
tray, and the stones -are, on ,the south side, in the best state of 
preservation. 

" Our way lay through the wood, the cooling shade of which 
greatly'refreshed us. One spot in partictllar invited my atten­
tion, where a rivulet gently murmured over the smooth pebbles, 
and gradually winding itself between the -trunks of trees, at' tast 
formed a cataract, which rushed aloud towards the shore: it is 
called the Tribberbach.Among the stones aLthe edge of it 
was one of an ~xtraordirlary size, in the share of an oven, a~ltl 
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c.overed with fresh moss: its heil§h~ l~t~mll~eql at from tw.elve 
to sixteen feet. 

After pl\ss-ing through Kramp3:z, we w~re a.h:nost o;verCQme by 
-. the piercing heat of the sun, tii'l we ar~riy.ed-'l.t Sassertitz-, which 

bas a very n>mantic situ,atiotl near the sea. Here we soon oh­
tained a vessel to convey us t9 the Stubbenkammer. 

Immediately beyond Sasse,ni~ the cliffs become chalky, and 
assun)e myriads of shapes and forms, ~ffofd~~1g a grandscQpe f0l1 
a playful im,agj,~1ation: in $hort, the interest of the passage is 
still more increased by the numerous small projections of the 
shore, which in s:uccessj-op surprise the eye witll new objects. 

The chief topic in the bQat related to the StubbenkallllUer,and 
, SOO\l passed on to the two famous pirates, elas Stortebecker and 

1M-icilael G~dike.Tbe latter is reported to have beeHa vassarl 
belon.glug, to the estate of Ruschvitz, in Jasmund; and the 
former to haVe-been bona in Pomerania. After having.aeseL"ted 
their service, they by degrees hl;lCaJUe the commanders in chi'ef 
uf Il:powerfulband of robbers, who, j~l ~hj:l fourteenth century, 
uud~r the name of Vitali en brethren,and Lynkendeeler, were a 
terror to the JMlRceable J;lllvigator. These raugers of the Baltic 
are stated to have had their booty stored up in a eave of the 
Stubbenkammer, which I shaUsoon further notice; they were, 
however, pursued atld, dispersed by the {-lanse towns; Storte­
b~~ker and Garlike were made prisol)ers lle!jr Heligoland,alld 
exec.tlted near Hamburg, in the ye<lr 140,~. ' 

At last we reached the object ofotlf curiosity, whertl Nature 
has united aU her powers to cOI:llplete her gigantic works, and 
form- the boldest and m9st !jstonishing piles. UnwieJdly masses 
are here scattered in all directions, and the shore .IS rent into 
chasms, which "Iiould excite the utmo~thorror, were the 'drearip 
Dess not relieved by a supertextllre oJ ti'e:-;h and verdantclrapery" 
and .,ielightful garlandS. . .. 

The best point of vie',v appears to be with the eye directed t9" 
wards the shQr~, having the north-west side ill aline with. vhuow 
on the right, aud ,the south-east towards Sassenitz on the Jeft. 
In thenrst :place rise the sides of the Little Stubbellk~IHwlt'r, 
perpendicularlydissocted, and fissur,ed .at the up,per end Jl1 ev~r.\' 
direction: it is isulated by. a deep chasm to the lett, the extremity 
<If which is most worthy of _notice: here are six or seven column!'! 
irregularly sbaped, and evidently bearing the marks: of, the ,cor·, 
roding tooth of time morestrollglythan the contlguoQus. Sides, 
with which they h~ve -formerly been connected. .," 

. ~etween LittleStubbenkammer" and the ,next prpj'ectwII IE a 
eonsiclerabJechasm in the shore; ,and in tbis nssure,coacealell 
ff"oru top to bottom /:ly trees close to each other, is the a"ctnt ,LQ 
the snmmit.· .. 

G ~ 
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We next meet with an eno'rmous mass of chalk, resemhTi1'lg 
the lower part of a pyramid: it is justly called the King's Seat; 
and projects beyond the other sides: to the left, near the great 
fissure,are tWE> secttons, and in the middle is a 'pymm'rdal COlUffill ' 
close to the wall. The whole is of a difty iVhite, 'inclining to ,It 
yellow and gl'ey shade. To the 'right of the King's Seat is a 
niche, which uature has formed into a gigantic portal: it consists 
of two irregular, or pointed columns, resembliHg two giants 
guarding the entrance to the chas'm, studded with flints, and 
about a fathom asunder. From this cavity the chalky sides again 
appear ascending a certain distance, where they abruptly termi­
nate in a perpcndiclllar precipice. Here the ch.a!k is at an end; 
and the sloping shore now descends covered 'with beech-trees: 
While I was resting myself opposite to Stortebeck's cave, I was 

,astonished at the immellse quantity of chalk with which Jasmund 
abounds, and which,.incase of necessity, is sufficient to supply 
aU Germany for cCHtllries, without a possibility of exhausting 
the grand store; but atpresent it is totally useless. The chalky 
surface is covered with a dai'k-grey vegetable earth mix"d with 
Joam, from four to eight feet deep, from which a stat!,ly forest 
of beech-trees loftily raises its head . 

. Though a traveller may meet with more' enormous masses of 
rock, without feeling the same emotions which he here expe­

,)'iellces, the stdking contrast, however, of the colouri~t, will, ill 
general, give the preference and the character of originality to 
the ::ltubbenkammer: for here are but three prominent colours ;, 
llamely,the azure of dle sea in the foreground, the lively verdure 
of the beech-forest, . and meadow-land along the declivity;, be­
hind which is the dazzling white of the'chalky surface, forming 
with its green projections the elevated back-ground, resembling 
agardea surro)1nded by immense white walls. 

).~:' Respecting the etymology of the name Stubbenkammer, the 
opinions are too various and improbable to merit our serious at­
tention: for who would attempt to trace a term lost centuries 
ago, where history is totally silent? , 

We now proceeded to the great chasm on the other sine of 
the King's Seat, to which we ascended by a steep foot-path, 
rendered, in some degn;e, easy to pass by steps being hewn into 
the solid mass. 'A storm retarded our progress for a short time;, 
we, however, reached the summit, where all nature appeared 
clad in her brightest garb. The desire of beholding the prospect 
hom the King's Seat, the highest point of the promontory, now 
gave wings to our llteps.-A narro\v path led us to a sm-all open 
spot, resembling an irregular oval, crowncc!'almost to the margin 
with trees, at SOme distance from each other. In the first mo­
ments, a certaill fear perv<ldes our feelings ;alld .thtl eye, Inca-
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. pabl~ of compl'~hending the' whole at One view, is either at.;. 
. tracted by the prospects of the great chasms, and the Little 
Stubbenkammer, or the fluted walls·to the left, amI the dreary 
declivity of the shore;' or it hurries across the azure of the sea. ' 

However grand every ,object here appeared to be, still, after a 
mature consideration, the side perspeCtive view of th<:! Little 
Stubbenkammer, and its adjoining chasm (whose depth and ex­
tent Are here distinctly ascertained) was to me· the most attractivv 
scene; though every thing here is united to form a w,ild,rich, and 
bold picture of natu1'e, to which, the eye is continually drawn, 
and the diversity of which pt'evellts[lll satiation; At the farther­
most point of the King's Seat is a small ridge, terminating iu a 
point: from this king Charles XU. is said,to have witnessed :t 

naval engagement; ,a circumstance which is reported to have given 
rise to the 1Iallle of the King's Seat., " 

Hespectil1g its height, it is only about 4.'10 feet above the fever 
of the sea; 110 very considerable height, if we compare it with 
oth~r summits of mountains; but in Rugen it c~rtainly i~ the 
queen of heights. ' ' 

Of the ruinous buildings of the Stubbenkammer, I have, not 
been able to select one 'which I could pronounce to be a true 
copy. The one which I here give, was taken from the lower 
parts opposite to the pillars: 1 cau vouch for its correctness; 

With regret I now quitted the promontory, and proceeded 
through .the wood, where I ,unexpectedly met with an atlcient 
wall, usually called the 'Borg-wall. The 'awful silence wh:icb 
IJerepre\'ai\s, cannqt fail to fin the mind of the traveller willt 
mel<ll1cho1y sensutions, and natumlly leads him to make enquiry 
as to.its origin. Historians and antiqu~rians have spent nu,left 
time iu endeavouring to trace the object of this monument; and 
some, have even attempted to rendcr the passage in Tacitus's Ger­
mania; cap. 40. correspondent with the subject in question; but (0 

me it appears to have been nothing else than the residence of rob­
bers in. (he wood: this is more ,probable from its exterior. Nay, 
it may hal'c been the depository for the treasury of the pirates 
,Stortebecker and Gadike, and received its present name ill a 
subsequent century. ' 

A little higher lip <Ire two opell stone-graves, almost filled up 
with withered beech-leaves. To the west is a lake; about 300 
Jeet in breadth, alld 400 feet above the ,level of the sea: it is 
called the Borgsee, also the Black Sea, on account of the close­
,ness of the trees, with which it is surrounded; the water is clear, 
but has rather.a moorish t[l8tC. This lakE) also abounds in fish, 
find is imid to contain haddocks of a great age, wl10se hac~s 
-<Ire covered with. moss. The greatest height of this ~valI is the 
llorth-w~st comer, where) ill overlooking the extremity of the 
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forest, the eye is agreeably sUrprised with the view of. Arkond. 
At the outward extremity of the woody part, the depth is, at 
least, from ] 20 to ] 60 feet; at other parts, from 80 to 100 feet; 
while in the inside it is only from 20 to 40 feet: an{l upon the 
whole, the entire £ircnmference of the Burg-wall compriseS" 
550 paces. 

In respect to the forest, its, surface is efltimated at 3000 acres 
of·land, producing principally beech and' oak trees. l"rom the 
number of persons entitled annually to cut wood here, the forest 
has been cOIlsiderably {himrod; but a newar-rangelmmt on this 
point has lately taken place, accCirding to which the petsons 
above-meutioned are invited to accept a quantity of turf, in lieu 
.of acertai.l number of loads of wood. 

We now set Ollt on our l'Ctnrn, in which our way led us over 
hills, through woods, corn-fields, &c. We soon arrived at Hoch­
Se1ow, the highest points of the peninsula, from which one of 
the most delig1htful views is to the south-west; where the country~ 
appearing laid out in different dimensioas, and forming, as it 
were, rhomboidal figures, almost rese'mbles the chequers ofa 
chess-board. At the verge of the horizon, on the left, appear 
the steeples. of Greifswalcl, alld towards the right, those ill 
Stralsu:nd. 

On our arrival at the vilIag:e' called 'Vesse1in, we agreed with 
a wornanof that place to shew us the Offering-stone. After pass­
ing two .heights, we came to a level spot, in the middle of 
which was a grey stone: this is the askrted Offering-stone, lying 
in a .direction from sOllth-east to north-west. The mass is gra­
nite, sharply pointed towards the north, is from eight to ten 
feet 191J1g, and not quite four iH height. In the sliwface of the 
Ilharp part are hewn some small excavatiOlls, in which, accordiag 
to the assurance of our female guide, the clergy ave said ·to have 
placed the chalices used in offerings. . . ,Ii 

Towards noon we arrived at SagaJ'd, a market-t(')wn situated 
in a fertile valley, almost in the centre of the country. At ~ 
distance its appearance is far more delightful than on app1'oach­
ing it; the houses being smail, mean, and mostly covered with 
straw: the streets are irregular, and not paved, or very badly. 
At present it contail1s 112 hearths, and 518 inhabitant~, of whom 
193 are· f1,ee people, and 397 vassals. 

There is at this place a mineral spring; and in the year 1794, 
accommodations 'were made for the guests, the first of -whom 
made their appearance in the following year. Of the virtues Of 
the mineral water, and the cases in which it may be salubrious, 
I mu~t be silent, as this point can only be determined by a number 
of experiments and constant use of it. I can only safely give 
the aSSllrance, that the water is uncoinmonly' clear, and of a 
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subastringent taste. At the same time, 1 must admit, that' at. 
the watering-places the cnre does not always depend alone on the 
mineral water, h\!lt on tl\e lIovelty of the plwce, the removal 
from domestic cares, by daily and variating diversions, on the in­
tercourse with strangers, and th4 interest of new cOllllections­
all of which itlfiuencilig the mind and body, peTlmps tend more 
to promote a recovery than all the drinking and bathing in the 
world. 

Before I quit this Arcadian land, I must still add a brief 
geographr<:al sketch of this part of R'igen.-The peninslllla of 
J asmund Jies to the north-east of Rugen, and projects betwee1'l 
two gulphs. Its grel!Jtest extent is from south-west tOllDrth-east; 
it is betweel~ 'seven and eight miles in length, and about twenty- . 
two in circumference; Respecting the interior of tIle peninsula, 
the soil, &c. I have aheady made a variety of remarks. 1"'l.te 

. plains in the interior and some of the districts l'lcljoining the'Sh:)l'e, 
are extremely fertile; the lower grounds are covered with grass; 
the hills are partly woody, partly barren, stony' or chalky, as is 
the case with .the Stubnitz. The whole population of J aSnl'Und 
is divided into the two parishes of Sagard and Bobbin: the 
number of inhabitants amol!lnts to '2,800 (moit of whom are 
vassals); and agriculture, grazing, fishery, and wood, form the 
pl'inciphl meallS of support to the coul1h'y . 

. On my refuming- to Bergen, I had a very dreary road to pass~ 
with a burning SUll above, which soon produced the most mclm· 
choly'sensations within my hreaHt; and to a<dd to my misfortune, 
I had missed. part of my way: at last I gained an open view be­
twecn· the sand-hills; and perceived the Prom before me, which 
hill I with sorne difficulty surmounted, and cheered my eye with 
the prospect of Rilgen, and its verdure. The remaining part of 
th~ way led through a beal1tifullandscap€; aud at noon I reached 

. Bergen, . though the distance froln. SagaI'd to this ~own is only 
nine miles. 

LETTER VI. 

September 15. 

I HASTEN to embrace' the first moment to give you an ac.., 
count of a new excursion, which has filled my soul with the mOlSt 
enthusiastic raptures. In the course of this ramble I have wit-: 
pessed delights which I shall never be able sufficiently to com .. 
mend; and which, with the exception of 'pulitz and the Stubben ... 
*ammer, 1 prefer to ,Ill the other beauties of Hi,igen. . 

This praise is due to the eastern part of the island, which I 
have !ately peramblllated, principally with the view of vis~trng t4e , 
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country of' Mouchgut: fortunately far me, however, circutn~ 
I!!tances extended my ro'ute. , 

I set out from Bergen at break of day; and about two miles 
from the town, my progress was arrested near Silvitz by the 
first curiosity. Close to the left side of the road, on a gentle 
ascent, was a stone heap, of an ash~grey colour; it proved to be 
a stone-bed or V mulal grave, but larger than any J had yet seen. 
The vast blocks were so joilled as to form an oblong cavity, 
which was closed at the top by a stone' six feet in length, and 
placed in a direction from, east to west. By what means this 
IDass has become thus inclosed, is to me a perfect mystery. 011 
,mounting the lid, 1 el~ioyed a most beautiful pro'spect, particu ... 
Jarly that of Pulitz, aud its fascinating vicinity. From CirkolV, 
the country gradually ll.~cends, the chains of hills run iIl/a north­
erly direction towards the Prom; on the east side,to Lanken; 
aild 'westwardly, to Stresow and Posewald, wbile charming 
v;,lilies intersect these acclivities, 

I entered aile of these vallies, and passed through the villages 
of Pantow and Sci-amse. In the ,environs of, the latter is all 
ancient oak, which is only remarkable fOJ'its name, being called 
by the inhabitants the Bl'ide's-oak, because a young girl, whose 
bridegroom had been killed by lightnillg while standing under 
it, hU11g herself on the same tree. On leaving Seramse, ,the 
,picturesque appearance of the country is still increased by the 
-corn-fields, orchards, single stone-beds or graves, rural· habita­
tions, &c. But from Sullitz to Quisnitz, the scene changes; the 
road becoming more stony, and a number of steril spots being 

, perceptible, until you approach Lankenj where nature again 
presents an exuberance of charms. 

After partaking of a homely meal at the house of the clergy­
man here, to whom I had letters of recommendation, I .set out 
in comp-anyof a young artist, who, like mys.elf, came hither for 
the purpose of visiting Mouchgut. Our first walk war, directed 
to a hunting~box, near Lanken, built by a Count Putbus, in 
I iSZ6; and f!'om the upper story of which ,,'e fa lind the prospect 
on every side ,new and enchanting, so that it was with some 
tl'ouble that I could persuade my companion to quit tl1e scene. 

As \ve d~scended towards the shore, we were surprised at the 
llUmber and size of the masses of stone whid, oppose themselves 
to the sturdy waves: the largest of them serve the sea, (log as a 
place of repose; which animal frequeutly repairs hither iu spring 
and autumn to bask itself, when it i~ surprised by the cautiolls 
huntsman. Opposite to us there appeared two stags, bnt with­
out shewing the least timidity at our pre~ence or shouting: this 
boldness is owing to their being so little liahle to attack; for 
~he house of Putbus having formed the royal chase here fur 
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twenty years, at the stipulated sum of eighfy rix-doItars per ann. 
l~O person dare shoot a stag under a penalty of ten or twenty 
~lx-dollars.: Connt Brache, however; has the privilege of hurit~ 
mg them mthe forests of Jasmur..ci. In consequence of this 
regulation, and their great ilrcrease, it is l'Iatural tl}' sUl'pose that 
the stag Illust becoine a downright torment to' th:~ poor husbmidL 
m~n, by treading down the corn in sumnler, and stripping the 
wrUows and other tree~ of their bark in winter, and ftequent1y 
eating clean off, in ORe night, the produce of all entire cabbage­
garden:; corilplaints which are freqnently laid to their charge • 

. The Granitz may justly be termed' a chain of lii.lJs, covered 
with woods. That part of the forest which belongs to the family 

, of Putbus, covers upwards of teOOO acres of landl ; its gjleat~st 
length may probably amount to near five miles, and its breadth to 
two and a,half. 

On our return to Lanken, we took a short sl\rvey of the stH'­
rounding country; and I do not exaggerate, when 1 l'riaintaiti~ 
tllat Lanken is situated in one of the most delightful paFts of all 
,f{ugen. NotwithstaJlding it was autumn, still vegeta-iiOl1' was freSll 
and gay, and its colour enlivened by the roseate glance of the'de:' 
dining sun smiling on these grounds; the Gi'ai'litz hills alone 
were -enveloped in darkness. 

At all early hour, on the foUowing morning, We continued' ont' 
tour to the country of 1\1'ouchgut; al1d, after ascending a very 
steep hill, we descended towards the shore, ,vhith, the artiSt 
Msel'ted, always afforded finer pl'Qspects fhml the common road'; 
th~ truth of this assertion I ani at all times ready to adniit. We 
at length reached the Peerd, a promontory fonning a semicircle', 
nearly five miles in extent. It is not very high, still it has it:> 
peculiar charms, one of fhe principal of which is the delightful 
.side perspective view, to the right, fOl;med by the beach of 
Mouchgut, the Granitz, and the chalky cliff.~ of Jasniund ; iii 
short, it is a very appropriate counter-part to the' Grallitz, Sfub­
bellkammer, and to Arkoml. At the same time, this corIier 
aft"ords· the best anchorage for vessels; thong'lil othe'l'\vise, the 
coast of MOuchgut is equally celebrated fot shipw!'ec"ks as·tho¥e 
of Jasmund, Wittow, and Hiddellse'e. 

As we had enfered this part of the country not from the com­
mon inland' ro'ad, we now found ourselves obliged to croSs a 
she!'t steep road to the Hagler. At the top of this acdivi'ty se­
,y~ral ~t\jer hills join, and graduall~ descend towards the- Zakk~:r 
hJlls, mto a plam, the most extensIve, and, perhaps, only one In 
Mi5uchgut.. ' 
,'·The inhabitants of Mliuchgut have diffel'ertt modes' Of ii'sbillg'. 

Floundtrs and herrirlgs are caught In a large net resemblillg a bag 
or purse, to each side Qf ,,,hich is attached a long rope, witb 
RUGEN~ H 
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small straw-bands wound round it at distinct intervals, and which 
are shaken during the rowing: the straw is u!Jed for the purpose 
of frightening the fish. This net, of which there is a representa­
tion 011 the engraving of the Hiddensee hut, is likewise employed 
for catching eels. The herrings are caught in mansche'll or manseu>Y.'. 
In spite, however, of all the endeavonrs of the fishermen to 
take care of their nets, they are sometimes carried away by 
,the power o,f the water; the sea-dog also doe!! cOllsiderable mis­
chief to them in autnmn, by devontillg the herrings. and adhering 
to the nets.-In some of the creeks they often fish in the evening 
in shallow ground by torch-light, with a view of iI1uminating;the 
surface of the wate'r, and of aUuring the inhabitants of the deep' 
by the reflection of the light: this practice is called BIU$e1b •. 
They frequently. have with them a small fi~h-receiver, in the 
shape of a boat, closed at the top, and perforate'd on every side: 
.such avessel floating' behind the fishil)g-boat, js called a IludeJass, 
or Drawell. . 
· From Lobbewe proceeded to visit the Zikker!!chen.hill~, which 
in shape resemble undulatiQns, and, like their vallies, are mostly 
cultivated; but towards the shore. they assume a more rude ap­
pearance. Some views from the beach are enchanting: in short, 
I must confess, that Mouchgut presents some of the finest sea­
.prospects in Riige~ .. One of.Jhe hills, called the 'Schwantegard', . 
is famous on. account of;t:lie:. f.Uowing tradition, which the 
clergyman communicated· to us.-Adeep cave is reported to 
have formerly existed in tbis., part of the shore, under the name 
of the Nuns' "cave; becaus€ in ancient times nUlls resideQt in the 
towns, who were sentenced to be i~mured alive, were occa­
sionally brought hither, and thrown into the cave. At present, 
not the least vestige is remaining of this once formidable cave; 
but old people assert, that during tbe lives of their fathers the 
aperture had not yet·been closed. 

The peninsula' of Mouc1lgut is about fourteen miles frOID 
· Bergen; and forms the extreme point of. Riigell to the.- south. 
· east;.· The country its~lf is mountainous, and the form and 
nature of the hins strongly resemble those in Hiddensee, but lU'e 
less bare. At the same rime, I mu~t candidly confess, that, 

· upon the whole, the beauties of Mouchgut are certainly ·.mperiot 
to those of Hiddensee. Thol\gh .Mouchgut cannot be considerelt 
as ~ very productive com-country, it has still a number of~pots 
'\\:hlCh gratefully repay the labours of the husbandman •. Tho 
most fertile parts are Ilear the Hagen, !;Ind the plain of Labbe •. 

This'pel1insula, a' royal domain, is mortgaged to Major von 
B .. for. several years to come. The number of inhabitants 
amounts to;upwards of 700, among whom are some free people: 

:!t. Nets, resclnhling tItose used by the fi?hermcn in the Thumcs.-Elluo..R', 
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the ~assals have, in general, three days to work for their owners; 
b~lt may be released from this I~art o.f their duty on paJ ing a 
stipulated Slim. Some of the mhabltants are pilots: f,lr the 
ships which sail to Wolgast, Greifswalrl, or StralslIlld, instead of 
passing through the Gell'~n, usually go round Rilgen, by the 
wa~ of the, Oldor New plep. But a~ the passagethrough the 
str~Its between ~()meral1la and. Riigen, 18 equ~lly unsafe, all ships 
wluch pursue thIs track areobhged to take it pilot on board, eithc"r 

" from .Goren, Lobbe, or T~ielsow; and if a ship slip through, 
tlle pIlot can call the captam to account at the Licentgericht of 
tbe place where he is in harbour. The pilotage is settled accor;l-" " 
ing to the burden of the vessel, and the distance of the way: it 
amounts from one t.., two and four rix-dollars.! 

Notwithstanding his fathiliarity with the" watery element, the 
native of Mijuchgut is less inclined to go abroad than that of 
Hiddensee; in short, his little district is his world, to which he 
invariably returns." The fishery, agriculture, and piloting, afford 
him a sufficient support. He livesainong his brethren and rela~ 
tious, ~tanding in no personal connection with the other part of 
Rugen: for, in general, the Mouchguters only intermarry with na­
tives of their own island; consequently it certain patriarchal sim­
plicity of character, language, dress, customs, &c. has still re­
tained its originality, wMch distinguishes them from all the other 
country people in R;igell. ' , 

Fashion has hitherto not had the least influence on these people. 
The .cutand colour of their dress are the same as they were 
several centuries ago, arid still display some mOl1t!stic vestiges: 
and so rigidly and scrupulously do they adhere to the cOIl~ervation 
of this dress, that, if a girl of MOLichgut would dare to ,clothe 
herself like other Riigian girls, only a little if) the new style, they 
:would incur the danger of being universally derided~ and never 
get a husband. " 

The men wear black jackets. with black buttons, at least two 
pair of small-dothes, and over these, a pair of w~de over-aIls 
made of white linen; bllt, on solenm occasions, these are black: 
their stockings are of dark~brown wool, and their shoes mostly 
fastened with leather strings. The women wear black jackets 
and petticoats, which are short, and have an infinite' number of 
folds; they have a fine 'A'hite cap on their head, which is covered 
by a thick black cap ~tuffe~. with wool, of a co~ic shape, so as 
to leave but a small strIpe VISIble at the top. It IS the head-oress 
which constitutes the characteristics .of married women and gjrls; 
the seams of the cap of the former being covered with black, and 
fastenellul1derneath with a black silk ribimd; while the riband 
of the latt .. "llIst only be of wool.-The females alw.ays wear 
two cbemis,:~) one of which is without sleevesr but over this, they 
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have 11. nner QUe with sltleves. When the girls take the sacra­
me~ltJ which is generally ,once a year, shortly before the harvest 
c9,mmences, they braid their 11air, and wind it round their head; 
they ~h€ll pass agol<l or silver embroidered bandage over it. A 
w.idow, ill her mourning year, is easily distinguished at church, 
by her sitting on ~ sl~lall chair opposite to her former seat.­
Fr.oPl thes,e few s.ingularities it must appear evident, that the in­
~apitant of Mouchgut wi~hes to distinguish himself from the 
people ill the other P;llits of Rugen. . 

They are both Hctive and laborious; hence a certain degree of 
0pl,lle;l\Ce is geI)erally prevalent; af the same time, they cannot 
be strictly acquitted of interestedness and avarice. The men 
mostly follow hu~bandry,.or the profitable occupation of fishing; 
aBd t~ l)errings which they catch towards the latter end of au­
tij,mn, andseU either fresh, pickled, pf dried, afford them an 
i,lIP.ple profit. 

I !!haU con,dude my remarks on Mouchgut and its inhabitants, 
\Yi~ lI- s~ortdescription of the ceremonies attending their mar­
J~i~ge~. N ei~he.r ma,n nor woman will here think of matrimony, 
1.trile~s one of .them possesses a kath or cottage; and as soon as 
th~ part~es are agre,ed, the consent of their ground-landlord is 
requested . 
. In the afternoon of the wedding-day,' the relations and friends 

of the bridegroom repair to his house, and, vice 1)erSa, with the 
bride, each inviting their friends separately. At last the parties 
proceed towards the church; and irtthe church-yw-d both unite: 
upon which the bridegroom salutes his bride by pressing her 
hand. If the bride be a girl from a different village, and have to 
follow her hl/shand to· another quarter, in that case she generally 
t~kes a sole~n leave of all her relations with tears, as if she were 
qe:ver more to behold her paternal roof. After the ceremolilY, 
both sexes separate, and the females retire with the bride to the 
warm-peer-bouse, whel~e one of the women pre~ents the bride 
with some Warm beer, and desires her, in a verse, to drink beer 
l\'ith all her friends, and live ~appily, till th.ey meet in heaven 
again. The "rarm b'~er, plentifully studded ~vith large raisins, 
DOW pass.~9 rOUl),!;! briskly till towards .evening, ,when the discharge 
of ~ pi~.t(,)l &lUn:mous them to the bridegrooms dwelling, 
wher~ aniU).meme dish of rice constitutes the first course, wbich 
js succeeded by !,l vwiety of others, during which tilne the cup­
pearer i~ very ~tively· employed. 

The dre~sof the bride is very little more ornamental than 
1,I;~ual,~xcep:tillg th,~ sh~ wears a wreath on her head, ami above 
it ~ .kind of CnJW1) .nade of twigs of box, with gilt or s-ilver 
~ave~, 9n.4 t4.\lt hl:'J' Luir is dressed for the purpose, stiffened, and 
f!i!'%B~ ~'I'}!"h th~ .wl~ite of egg-"i. The bridegroom js only distin .. 



SINGUJ:.4.R MA~ITAL CUSTOMS. 61 

guished by ~ larg~ <whi~ n~ck-h4md:kerch.ief, a present from hi, 
bride, the corneys 9f which hang down low in front: should he, 
ho,wever, previous to the wedding, have obt!iined the ju,s prim~ 
~octis,the ends must be tucked in, and concealed. In respect tQ 
the defraying the expences attending the weddil\g, it is customary 

.for both bride and bridegroom to pay a proportion, accord~pg to 
the numher ~ny,~ted byea,ch. -

In this brief.~ketch I have given you a faithfulcharacteristi<:ofthe 
country of M:ol,lchg~\t, its inhahitants, their m>lnners, customs, &c. 
We now took the r~d l~ding to Posewald. Near the Thransberg 
i,s a heap of sto,n~s piled up, reseml>ling a monument: it is c~lled 
the TrilJmphfll Pile. ' The inhabitaI).ts of Put!:>us are reported for­
merly to hav~ hf~d a severe conte.st here with ,those of Mouchgut, in 
lJlemory of which the victors afterwards raised this pjJe. A little 
fai'ther on is the village of GrQS-Stresow, celebrated by a battl~ 
fought here in 171 f5, hetw~eIl a small Swedishfor!;e u:n9~r Charles 
XII. and a Daliliish army of Hl,Qo.O or 20,000 men, lJnder th~ 
comm~nd of Ad.miral Sehstiicit,in which the former w~re de,.. 
feateC't 

'My next ragiple was to view the mansi()ll of Putb1;ls, in the 
eJiwirons of Pgsewl;lld. Th.i~ edj.Hc~ has a cheerful and lightsoma 
~pear;ulPe: its i»terior is l.t;ss splendid than I imagililed, for­
~ho~gh the arf!f!lgem~~}4 in th~ saloons and @par~fflents are neat, 
5till there is a want of elegance aI;ld magnificence ill tbe decora­
~ions and f1Hnit\;lre. The library contains numerous French 
works, but few ffiQ!lerI;l German literary prod9ctions: it is stated 
to contain 1-6,000 voluffl!ils. Of more importance are the ar­
chives, anc)the diplomatic ian might there find many $olutions to 
~he diffic~ltie,s in the history of the country. 

LETTER VlI. 

BEttGEN, September Qt). 

T HIS time I Iru,\st; for a change, discourse with you 'on a sub­
jeet mor.e gmve than we haye hitherto been accustomed to; 
namely, I have been visitmg the Vandal graves near Krakow: 
they are foUl' or fiNe in DUllI:Der,COncealed among bushes, which 
renders it· diffieult to discover them. . They are much smaller 
than the stone-bed at Silvitz, and only one is in complete pr.e­
servation. J de.sc.ended through an opening into one, and found 
t~e sunken stones in the inside smooth - and closely connected, 
formimg a tal.eraliJ)y accurate square, about two feet in width, 
and the same in breadth l' but the bottom was almost choaked up 
with .earth. For want of a .spade I could Dot ascertain their 
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pmpet depth, nor whether there might be an urn at the bottom •. 
I afterwards discovered a flat grey stone, from six to eight feet in 
length, lying in a straight direction: on its smooth surface I per-· 
ceived a small channel 9ut lengthways, about two inches in 
breadth·; but toWards the middle, the passage was uninterrupted 
for thellpace of two hands' breadth. Hence I concluded, that 
the sacrifices had been slaughtered on ·fhis stone, and the rill was 
provided for the purpose of draining off the blood. 

These reIDlI:ins of antiquity, which in every part of Rugen 
(the small contiguous islands and Mouchgut excepted) alOe ge­
nerally denominated Vandal graves, are also called Hiinengriiber. 
The word Hiine is Low German, and signifies a giant; hence it 
might appear that they had been the graves of giants. But where 
were giants ever found from 30 to 60 feet in length? Some have 
scarcely the size of a common grave, viz. the stone-beds. How 
could these have suited the length of it giant? The Qnly.fact on 
which we can rely is, that they must have been funeral place!!, 
from the UfllS and skeletons· found underneath. At the same time, 
the greatest difficulty is, to explain the manner and age in which 
the tumuli in Wittow, on Patzig heath, &c. &c. have originated: 
for the. stone-hedsbear evident marks of a certain degree of cul­
ture, I am, however, .inclined to deem them relics of the 
Sclavonio-Vandal times; because the Vandals were occupied iu 
maritime trade, and built vessels. . 

Harvest .beillg quite concluded, gives me an opportunity of 
offering a few remarks on the general state of agriculture, and 
its produce here. They commonly· begin to plough the land on 
the 95th of March, with four horses; ·but the poorer husband..; 
man often only with two: and· oxen are seldom used. Barley and 
oats, after sowing, are always ploughed in again; but this is not 
the case with the wheat and rye. The harrows are, in general, 
of wood; but iron harrows' are employed in a stubborn, hard ,. 
soil.· There arc certain days on which the husbandman deems it 
particularly fuvourable to begin sO\ving; these are the 10th, 11 tll, 
19th; 19th, and 26th of .May; but oats and barley are put later 
in the ground ... They mostly steep the wheat, used for sowing 
in a solution of .lime, ·or akaline ley, in order to prevent th~ 
blight, and to keep the birds off. The harvest commences about 
the mirldle of August, and is completed towards the middle of 
September, unless it is protraCted by unfavo'urable weathef,.~ 
They· begin with the rye,and employ the. scythe, the sickle 
being entirely discarded. After all is collected:. they have a 
harvest fete, in which the lord of the manor, with his family, 
participa.tes, and to which hecontriblltes a considerable share .• 

A great quantity of corn is annually exported, particularly to 
Pomerania and Prussia. The nearellt· calculation. which 1 have 
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been able to form of the exporta.tionof grain (after deducting a 
sufficiency for hom1'l cqnsumption) amounts to upwards of 16,000 
lasts. ". 

I shall conclude this letter, and my tour through Rugen, ,with 
a brief topographical sketch of Bergen, as far as I have had an 

, opportunity of making observations. ' 
,'This city has three fairs annually, . each of which lasts but one 

!lay, and is attended by a considerable number of little traders 
and manufacturers with their g<?ods, which occasions much 
bustle: they are held at Easter,Whitsunticle, and Michaelmas. 
<?n t~ese occasions a cOlisiderable. quantity of linen and cattle is 
bkewlse disposed of.. . ' • 

Bergen,. the capital of the country, is situated nearly in the 
middle of the island, alid on a rising ground. Its gr,eatest ex­
tent is from' east to west. The streets are sloping and bad,' the 
ways partly unpaved, and, in many places, almost impassable; 
the numerous dirty lanes, and thehou~es,. which are mean, aI)a 
in general irregularly placed, all contribute to extinguish the 
idea of a town; though towards the centre of the place, there is 
80me little improvement, but still there is a total want of sym­
metry and beauty. Singular as it may ?ppear, tll€re is, with 
the exception of about six edifices, not another stone building in 
the town, not even excepting the town-house. , 

A considerable inconvenience to which the inhabitants are 
liable, is the want of fountains, in consequence of the height of 
the place, which renders this establishment difficult. Though ill 
'the seven yean!, war, several Swedish officers of the Ingenieurs 
made attempts to ppen one in the market-place; but the auger 
which they employed on the occasion happeI)ing to break, the 
whole business was dropped. Hence, the inhabitarits are Obliged 
~o procure all their water in the environs of the town. 

The population of Bergen amounts to 1574 inhab. itauts; ami 
the place contains upwbrds of . 300 house~. The town is 
divided into four quarters, according to which thegrou'lds are 
rated. In the early part of the 17th century, it received its 

, first charter as a town. The magistracy consists of two burgo­
masters (one of whom must always be a lawyer and town-judge), 
t\\\O chamberlains, four couflcilmenl and a secretary: ii'om thi~ 
court an appeal may be mad~ to the high court at GreifswaW. 

Most of the inhabitants are tradesmen and ,husbandmen; the· 
higher classes, which are generally .independent, living chiefly in 
the conntry. The once prevalent idea of the cheapn~ss here, 
has induced many people to setde in this town, whi~h has effected 
a general rise in the necessary articleg fur life, and thrown a 
he<1vy burthen on the shoulders of th e poorer classes. 
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, The soil at6l~Hd the city is mostly high and ~tid'y; but 11'1 the 
low lands it is superior, a1'Id'well adapted to the culiture of corn.: 
the hills are planted chiefly with potatoes and culinary platif8, 
which, at a distance, afford a pfe'3sing appeanijic'e. " 

The 'time now' hastened: . when 1 was to quit ttl«8 counfry'. 011 
the 1st of October I accordingly departed ftom Bergen, and 
soon arrived at the smaH town' of Garz, containing about 15G 
mean, close, houses, many of ,which are still covered \\-ith straw'; 
it is reported to be the most ancient and only town of. Ger­
man establishment in Riigen, havillgreceived its charter in 1377. 
The ntlmber of inhabitants is 11£0, mostly tradespeople' and 
husbandmen. . 

A.t noon 1 set off from Garz, and after proceeding a consider-
, able way along the solitary sho{'e, I rea'Checi- a long narrow istlT- ' 
mus, at the extremity of which is the Glevitz ferry to the op .. , 
posite village of Stalbl'ode, to w~ich 1 was speedily conveyed'; 
and it was with the, strongest emotions that 1 here took leave of 
that blissfullalld, where I had lu:tely spent so many halJPY days." 

THE END OP TOUR THROUGH RUGEN. 
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r. Route 0/ the Caroline continued .. 

Datt:o Dist.,nce . Latitude. Longi t ude. , 
---------------

1805. ~ 
J uly 1~ 129 25? 3,4' 17~ ; 7: 

-------------
18 94 , '2450 , ' 15 44-
~-------------
19 ' 134- 2647, 15 16 , 

, 
1086 -----20 ; , 171 ' 28 . 43 , 1 13 , 5 

----- ----
2J 104 ' 28 . 28, 1 I 1.2 . 

, 
! 

-------------
22 146 SO 6 9 17 
- -----------
23 234 32 '13 

, 
6 . 12 I 

-------------
~.H 168 ' 31 

> 
7 2 38 1 

, 

--------------
<) . -, 98 35 3 0 59 IV. 
-------- - ----
26 84 36 12 0 8 E . 

1025 - ----- -------
27 73 ' 36 0 I 30 
- -------- -----
~8 209 J5 45 5 JJ . 

- - - - ---------
29 ~ 10 35 37 10, 4 
-------- -----
30 56 55 17 II 25 

I Au!;. 

- ---- ---------
3 1 51 35 23 12 J.I 
-----

55 261-;-;-;;-J 133 __ 1 __ -, --- ----
2 82 34 45 16 30 

8H ----- --------
3 56 35 3 18 7 

- ---- ---- ----
4 127 35 5G 20 0 

- - ----------
j , 194 37 . I ~n 10 

- - --------
6 132 36 34 !l7 51 

- ---- ---- ----
7 1~9 57 3~ 30 16 

- -------- -----
a 193 37 47 3 ,~ 9 

- ------------
9 209 57 '17 39 ~.W 1040 - ---- ---------

10 205 37 17 , 44 20 
- ---- ---------
lJ 2~6 37 .47 49 51 
- -------------
12 211 37 2 5::' 57 
- ----- ---------
13 1:13 37 1:; . ,6 ,\6 
- --- --------
14 125 , 37 5 59 18 
- --- ---- ----
15 169 3G 53 62 8 
- --- ---------
16 2,G 3~ ~o 66 40 1355 - --- ---------
17 I G9 34 0 69 59 
- ---
18 89 3·~ 0 71 35 - -----------
19 13l 34 0 H 3~ - -----------29 1\0 3356 76 <I. 
- ------------
21 209 32. . 50 78 25 - ---- ----r- 2 ° 1I.i2 29 38 78 35 • - ---- ---- -----
23 3·\ 29 5 78 35 - ------------ 925 21 76 28 3 79 2 
- ---- ---- -----
2" 79 .. ~6 46 79 22 - ---------
26 20~ 23 2 1 79 N - -------------27 207 19 ,54 79 26 

, 
- ---- -------- I 
28 200 l p ,<lr, 79 28 - -------------
29 2{lO 12 3~ 179 56 I - ------- '-' ---'-
SQ 25~ I 8 !:?5 .. , 180, 10 I -

I 4\ 4P , 
----- 1021 

31 ! 2S0 , 18p . 1'; 

-I -Iss,- -----
S~pt. 1 ~ 4 Sq1 0 1 

- -I "! ~\ 
-------

2 9 49,S, 79: 4, 

3 -I -)27' 111W 79. 5:3. 

r;~ 
._---

4 I ., '\, 20, 80, 38. - ---- ---------
5\ 168, 71 ~.2 ) Friars H ood 

( - I~co~~~ 
----- 9~ 

6 

L _ 11,10,-
-----. 7 8Q, 5, 

-:-~~ 
-----

B d5~ • 

I -t_ 
I IL M.. Slur C~l:.oltnc was I05_d.ays under sa,l 
/betIYeen Cork and Friar's Hood. in the island of. 
Ceylon, surin&. wllich time she. traversed a Sp3C~ 
of 13,113 miles ;"':'avera,~e. per' day. 124; tn i. I ~S. 

rror;l- of t},e l[a/usa continllt:d . , 
Di:'l3I1CC 

Date. flUl . Lati tude. LOllgitude. 
- --------- -----

1805. 
June 10 22t;! 55° 0' S. 10 46'E. 

-----
11 262 35 28 6 19 
- - - - ---------
l ~ 2:;0 36 0 10 51 
- -------------
13 , 156 36 19 14 , 6 
- -------- -----
1-1 :30 t36 31 18 22 
--- - ---- -----
15 36 56 31 18 53 
- ------- ----
J6 1·10 39 19 20 46 
- -----------
J7 190 :39 8 2·\ 33 
- ------------
18 193 38 50 
- - ------ - ---
19 239 33 23 33 14 
- - -- -----
20 137 58 7 36 52 
- - ------ - ---
2 1 ot..! 38 0 38 33 
- ---- --- -----
=1~~_I_I_ ·1 2 11 

----
~ . l G6 36 6 4J 54 
-------- - ----
2·~ 37 37 45 42 46 

' , -----=.1_ 124 58 20 H 25 
-----

20 182 38 32 ·}8 2U· 
- .--- ---------
27 I ~17 38 47 .\3 0 
----
28 'lID 39 9 57 33 
---- ------- --
29 22 t 38 ·\7 62 14 
-------- - ----
50 70 3S 53 63 43 ----

July I ~23 37 0" _J 67 40 
- -------------

2 :LQO :35 31 7 1 4,\ 
----- - --- - ----

3 224- 52 38 74 ~9 -------------
.J 2:18 ~~ ~8 76 55 - --- ---------
b 191 ~6 28 78 7 

- -----------
6 207 23 5 78 38 

- --- ---------
7 2'2·~ 19 25 79 20 

- ---
0 256 15 13 79 3'1 

- ---
9 24,~ II 15 79 55 

- ------- -----
19 ~so ~ 51 RO 2.\ - --- ---------q 205 3 39 80 59 -
I Q --I~I-I-14 S. 

- ----
81 13 

-- ------ ----
13 99 I ;;N. 81 \1 

--I;ZI~~ -----
H 81 I. 

-;W,- 5-;! 
-----

1:S 81 oS 
, 6 --);;-1-7- 36 ----

8 1 59 

17 171 1-;012 - ----
80 39 

I S 141 12 42 60 12 
- ------ - -----

93 Day, 1$596 !lIiles. 

, 
At 7 P. lIf. anchored in Madras road •. 

I M edu!'a's pa ssage fr~m ~ngland to 1\la11ras, 
/93 day,!-:, 4 of which were at anchor in Portu 
Pr:tya; sai led 1:3396 milcs ;--averagc l,er day . 

1150t o,i!.s. . • 

-

, 

Abstract uf Ute l,toll t e of the lifer/lila cOlllillllce! , 
Uist:J.nce l ' rev:l iling 

D ate'. run. L'ltitude. Long itude. VariatiOIl " . illd~ -------- - ---- -----------_. 
1805. 

Dec. 26 158 140 37' ')°";2' IV. S. E. 
- - --------- - ---------. 
27 . 160 13 14 10 9 S. E. 
---- -----------------
28 165 11 4'Z 11 11 s. E. 
----- ------- - -------. 
29 180 9 'J7 14 21 16 0 s. E-
- - --- --------- ----
SO 138 8 7 15 59 S. S. E. 
-----
3 1 128 6 35 17 36 14 0 S. E. 

1806. - ------- --------------
J an. 1 131 4- -J9 J8 54 1350 S. S. E. 

-,. - --- ----------- -----
Q 137 2 52 20 26 15 10 S. s. E. 

- ---- - --- -------------
3 16 ~ 0 40 2Q 0 12 40 E. s. E. 

- - --- ------- -----------
1 177 2 1 J N. 22 55 12 12 Vblc. 
----- ---- --------------

5 11 ·1 4 ~ ~3 10 10 40 N. N. l~. 

------ - ----------------
6 143 6 1 25 56 9 50 ),T . E. 1.>. N .. 

- ------- - --------------
7 170 8 ~ l 24 46 9 0 N E. 

- ---------------- -----
8 179 iO 50 28 34 N. E. 
---- - ---- -----------~ 

9 160 13 3 ~9 45 6 50 N. Eo - ---- --------- - --. ---- -. 
10 173 15 43 51 12 6 40 1\. E-
- ---- - --------
I I 156 IS I 32 3~ 7 30 S. 
- ---- - --- ----- ---------
12 71 19 5 33 2 1 8 30 Vble. . - ---- - -------- - --- - -_._-
13 13 1 '2 1 6 33 30 B 0 N. E. 
- ---- - ------- - - --------
1·1 20 21 N 53 36 E. b,. N. 
- ---------------------
15 11 :\ 23 0 3'> 2 1 8 0 N. E. 
- ---------------------
16 193 26 6 35 0 9 0 E. b. "N. 
- - ------- --- -- --- - -----
17 25G 30 18 35 46 JO 0 Jo' b, N. 
- ---- - - --------------
18 25U 3\ ~l< 55 30 s. E. 
- ---- --------- ----------
19 '237 36 15 35 39 S. s. E. 
- ------- --- - - - - -- ._---
20 266 ·12 3 3'j 18 15 () S. "r, 
- -------------
21 166 -13 \0 29 43 I ~ 0 Vble. 
- - --- -------- - ---------
22 266 45 38 25 49 19 0 N . \ \'. 

- - - - ---- ----- --------
23 2 16 ..:~~I 22 ~5 _ _ ~O 0 S. S, E. 

---- -
2J ~49 '18 37 I IG 28 N. W. , - ----

~=--::J 12 = 3 

- ------~ 
25 199 W.N. W. 

-----
26 239 49 34 6 3~ 2-\ 50 N. W. 
- ---- -----8. Do)" 13831 
-----------------------

The :Medusa ran from the Sand I1eads to the Li zard in 84 
days exactly ; tW f) of whic h, h' Jwcv£\", Were spellt a t Sl. lIe-
Ie no; therefo re she was bu t 82 days under sai l. in which tillle 
she tro\"ersed:l space of 13831 miles j-&vhag t: per dlly 160;f, 
pCI' houl" 6k. 51/. 

Greatest run, 274 )1iles. 
Least do. 20 ,Do. 
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PREFACE. 

THE follo\ving pages having been written entirely, 
f6r the author's own amus'ement, and to gratify the 
curiosity of a: few of his friends, without the least 
idea of their ever coming before. the public;, he 
thinks it necessary to apologize for the light manner 
in which he has passed over many of those' sllbjects 
that OCCtlPY a great part of the narrative in most 
voyages. Never having been able himself, to derive 
much entertainment from reading accoun.ts of the 
monotonous transactions of a ship at sea; such as, 
" P. M. ditto wea~her; employed occasionally;" he­
has, on that account,< noticed only a vei"y few of 'the 
principal occurrences on that element. ' 

'With r~spect to the shore, he has cO!lfined himself 
to light descriptive' sketches of the most:picturesque 
scenes and curious oldects which present themselves to 
the eye of the cursory visitor, without however diving 

, into. the history, politics, or commerce of the places 
touched at. These sketches therefore f\.re merely topo­

, graphical,: and claim no pretension t6 extensive obser­
vation, learned disquisition, or deep invest!gation. 

In such a beaten tract as that to India and China, 
it may well be supposed; that n~any of the descrip­
tions and observations have beep. anticipated by those 
who have gone before. Nevertheless, as these were 
copied from nature, not from books; and as different 
people see the same objects through different media, 
and consequently express themselves in a variety. of' 
ways; so these sketches may still afford some entertaIn-

aS2 ' 
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ment to the general reader; but particularly to those 
who may visit the places therein described, and have 
an opportunity of compa,ring the copies with the 
originals. I • 

In the language and style indeed, he· fears that 
many inaccura~ies and much roughness will appear. 
For these, he has no reasonable apology to make, 
unless it is considered that thes_e pieces were written 
in a· very desultory manner, often on a rude and 
boisterous ~lement, and continually interrupted· by 
professional duties. 

He has therefore to request the reader, when htl 
meets with any thing that offends his ear, to re­
member that, 

" Far from the' Muses' academic grove, 
'Twas his the vast and trackless~ deep to rove. 
Alternate change of climate. had /:Ie known, 
And felt the fierce extremes of either zone: 
Where 'polar skies congeal th' etel1lal sn9w; 
Or equinoctial suns for ever glow; , 
From regions where Peruvian biU.ows roar, 
To the blea~ coast of savage Labrador." . 

London,'Mt;Zyl, 1806. 



DESCRIPTIVE SKE1"CHES 
I 

IN 

INDIA, CHIN A, &c. 

; , 

DEPARTURE. 

ON the 24th of May, 180S, a king'~ messenger came on 
board his Majesty's ship Caroline, then lying, in Cork harbour, 
bearing sealed orders, (to be opened in a certain latitude) and 
the Declaration f!f War with :France, &c. 

We inlmediately got under weigh ; m~d as the winds hung from 
the S. W. we stood over towards the Bay of Biscay, putting 
every thing in readiness to give M.ounsieur a warm reception atthe 
commenceqlent of hostilities, in case we should fall in with 
him; and entertaining no small sanguine hopes of partaking of ' 
Fortune's favours at this propitious crisis. 

FRENCll MERCHANT VESSEL. 
About 11 o'clock at night, a vessel suddenly hove in sight, 

and so near us that he hailed us in French, requc$ting to know 
our longitude. We desired him to heave to, and we should send 
a boat on board; but not relishing this answer, he attempted to 
make off, aud obliged us to fire at him. 

On the captain's coming aboard he informed us he was from 
St. Domingo to Bourdeaux, laden with a cargo of colonial pro· 
duce. We told him he was now so far out in his reckoning,' 
that he must 'give up all 'thoughts of prosecllting his intended 
voyage; for that we were about to send a few British tars on 
board, who would conduct him ~afe into port! The sprightly 
Frenchman} (who though he had no previous i~lti.mation of the 

~ 
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~ war, now clearly saw the state of affairs) after repeating the 
1803. usual coDt!Olatory phrase, " Fortune de guerre," facetiously re­
May. marked, that" sure enough he must have been confoundedly out 

in his reckoning, w~tness the Dia~le of a LAN DFA~L, he had 
made at last," castmg an expressive glance at tb.e Implements 
of war ranged round the decks. 

From thi;; time until aUf arrival at Madeira. little occurred 
worthy of remark. The uncertainty of our de&tination, and our 
'having only be~n fitted out for Chann~ service, obliged us to 
adopt as strict a system ~feconomy with respect to our water, 
as was compatible with the health of the ship's company.-To 
answer this end, they were not confined to any particular allow­
ance. from a conviction that the idea of limitation in· water 
particulal'ly, is not ouly repungant to.a man's mind,· but that the 
reflection even on this circumstance, will excite a kind of thirst 
and inclinatioll. for more than he would otherwise require. . At 
the scuttIe~butt, therefore, everyone might drink as much as he.. 
pleased; but no water was suffered to be taken from thence, 
except for the expresspurposepf cooking, or for the use of the 

• ~ick. 

PORTO SANTO. 
june 9. We this day discovered Porto Santo, a' small island to the 

. northward of Madeira, and found our chronometers to be vet'} 
correct: it appears at the distance of five or six leagues, in four 
or five hummocs of rather whimsical shapes. On appreaching 
nearer, the Desertas and Maderia carne in view:· During the 
night 'we ran in between the Desertas and Porto Santo, thouglt 
it is not very common for ships to do so. 

ARRIVE AT MADEIRA. 

10. At day-light this morning, found ourselves clos~ in with the 
north-east point of Madeira. As the sun arose, the whole 
prospect of. Funchal, and the surrounding villas,'churches, &.c. 
hur§t upon our view. This bay has a ~ruly romantic and beau­
tiful appearance. The town, th~ houses of which are all white, 
and look remarkably well, lies at the bottom cifthe bay; and 
the ground forming the extremities of the latter, rises at (it&t 
with a gradlJal, ~nd afterwards with a very, steep ascent, il1·the 
form of a~amphltheat~e. .From the .sea up to the steep part, 
the whole IS covered With vmeyards,. Villas, orangeries, churches, 
and conventS, rising in gradation, and forming a Dlost pictures'l.lle 
landscape; while the steep cliffs,'crowllE'd with trees of the most 
luxuriant foliage, and which from their great heiO'ht, fteq\leridy 
appear above the clouds, majestically crown the '\\~hole. 

H-aving, for expedition sake, dispatched ourhoat ashore. 
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With a letter, previous to oi.u anchoring" they thought proper to ~ 
fire at h~r from the- shore, and obliged the officer to put hack,' 1803. 
to the ship. '. Junt:. 

After coming to an anchor' and saluting the fort, which was 
r-eturned, the Briti~h Consul came on board, in whose barge we 
went on shore, and proceeded to the Governor's IeHidence to 
pay ·our respects to that gentleman. ' ' 

Here we waited· nearly a quarter of an houl' in the audience 
.chamber, when at length the door,s flew open, and there entered; 
with a profusion ofhows, a splendidly dressed gentleman, to 
wbom we made our oheisance, as weU' as a company of tars could 
be' expected to do : but what was our surprise, after expending 
all our gove1'nment bows, when the, gentleman' informed us, 
that the Governor would wait on us immediately ! We stared at 
each other in silent confusion, in the midst of Which the Gover­
'nor actually entered, when a most ludicrous interview took 
place. Our captain ~ould only speak English; the Governor 
only Portuguese! of course they stood, making the most 
,whimsical gesticulations at each other, until the English Con­
sul (who, I believe, kept aloof to enjoy the joke) at length' 
intel'fered, and enabled them to communicate their ideas to 
each other, while the aid-de-camp and we kept up ~hec6nver-
5ation as well as we could in French. ' 

FUNCHALTOWN. 

We now separated in order to ramble thrmlgh the town, 
which 1 could soon perceive to be like most other Portugue£e 
cities, handsome enough olltside, but disgtfsting within! The 
streets were narrow and dirty; the houses high and inconvenient; 
with the inhabitants corres,ponding, ragged though taudry, and 
dirty though proud. 

Englishmen ill general, when they get .into a Catholic country, 
immediately visit the convents, mo~asteries, alld churches: not I 
believe through any particular\!eneration for religion, butsometimes 
,to satisfy an idle cllr,iosity, or perhaps (which is worse) to have 
a sneer at their supe~stiti(jm. . However that may be, 'we left 
very few places of the above description unexplored. " -

They are extremely glad at thecol1vents .. to see an English­
man, and immediately exhibit their artificial flowers, alld othet 
curiosities, which he buys at an exorbitant price: for, how­
ever the English may be excelled in ,gallaDtry by their lUore polite 
neig~bours, yet, when pecuniary affair!;! are on the carpet, I'll 
answer for it they' wiUha,ve the preferem:e even among the 
fair sex. 
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,EXCURSION TO THE 'MOUNTAIN. 

After seeing all we could in thr town, a party of Ull set outlon 
an exclU"sion to the 'Mountain Church; hut not having the 
precaution to take a g~ide with us~ we ~onowed ~ wrong route, 
and having .to cross two deep raVines, It was WIth the utmost 
difficulty and danger that we got to the top of the mOTlntain. The 
view from hence is exten~ive and picturesque; the town, the 
· roads, Porto-Santo, and Desertas appearing all in distant pros~ 
pect.We were aIlowltd to go through the church, which, like 
other Catholic places of worship, is covered with paintings re­
presenting passages in scripture. Having got some calabashes 
of wine, we took leave of this beautiful situation, and the padres 
that occupy it, returning to ,town by the proper beaten track, 
which, however, is a very steep descent. 

On our arrival in tOWIl, we were invited to dine with the 
consul, w,here we met several of the principal merchants, who 
seemed to relish very much the society of British tars; so much 

· so indeed, that in the .evening, when a little elated with the 
juice of the grape, several of them jumped into the boats and 

, came on board with us, where they sat sacrificing at the shrine 
of Bacchus, till the ship was some miles at sea. They gave us 

· three cheers, :when departiI<g in their boats, which we returned 
from the quarter deck. 

The appearance of F~mchal Bay is very singular by night, as 
weB as beautifui by day: the lights rising one over another, up to 
Ule Mountain chapel,· have Ii very pleasing effect. 

CbtMATE OFMADEJRA. 

The air of this ish\nd i~ so clear and salubrious, that there are 
always a great number of invalids from the northern parts of 
Europe rc~iding here, especially those who have pulmoriic 
~·omplaints.-lt is not, ho~ever, exempted from fevers and 
uthel' continental diseases: for I was told by an English physician, 
Ii resident on the island, that during the mon~hs of September and 
,October, 1802, it had been visited by the same epidemic ca­
tarrhal fever which made suduava~es in the months of December, 
January, and February following, in England and on the con-
tinent. , , 

11. We took leave of this beautiful island' about eleven o'clock 
at night, and the next day found ourselves in the north-east 
trades. 

13. We this day discovered Palma, Qne of , the Canary islands, 
which is so high, that it may he Reen nearly 30 leagues ofl', and 
in the afternoon we passed close to its western ~ide, with a fine 
8-knot breeze. 
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RUN DOWN TilE N. E. TRADES. 
NOthing Call be more pleasant, than running down the north­

east trades, between Madei!';!. lind the .C)1naries, especially at this 
season, when the skies are so serene .?ud cl¢ar, and the .tempe­
rature of the air .so 1Dodel:ate and healthy, that the sick and con-

- valesGents are sure to experience a ~.eno.vatiou of health on thi~ 
part of the pas.~age •. 

. SEE THE PEAK OF TE~E:RIEF. 
We this day had a sight of the'famous Peak of Tenerief, whose 

lony summit soars far,above the clouds. 
Crossed the tropic of Cancer) arid i\bQut 1 P.M. the sound 

of some of Triton's shells, announced the approach of Neptune, 
who seldom/ails to board such ships as cross this. frontier line 
of his central dominions. At (2 P. M. he hailed us, and im­
mediately came on beard, .attended.by A~lphitrite and a train of 
marjne deities. 

SH'AYING oN THE .LjNE. 

On this occasion, upwan:ls of two~thirds of th~ officers and 
fillip's company were introduced to his highness, when those who 
had not had the honour of seeing him before, most merrily drank 
his health in a laumper of hisllative element, going thro,ugh the 
remainder of the ceremonies, s.uch as ablution, shaving, &c. &.c. 
with Jhe greatest good humQur, to the infinite satisfa~tioll and 
amusement of the spectators,concluding the day with the utmost 
llilarity, fr.om tbe contributiOl)S .of the officers, novices, &c. As 
'! crossiI).g the li.ne" is a ceremony not ~er'I well known) I shall 
here give ,a sketch of that 1:tuIII oro,llS . pr..ocess. . 

A particular and careful list bf all those who cannot .giy:e a 
satisfactory account of their having crossed the line, iSipade out; 
they,are then cOl),fined iu"'t)lC 'tween decks, and brought up one 
by .onejnto ~he waist, where the apparatus and .perfonners. are 
ready to receive them. The dresses .of N eptllne and his suite)' 
.on this occasion, are truly grotesque; long half wet sw~bs be­
~pattcred wi.thfloul',. COlllpDse their flowing locks,. while th~ir 
Jaces are da\lbed w"itb red ochre, and .other colDurs, that make 
-~ht1map,pearlike ·dei,ties of a still l.ower region than the sea. 
. A .large tub .of salt water is now ,placed .under .one of tbegaIl~· 
.ways, ,with a stick crossing it) whi~h ll!1,lY easily be made to slIp 
Jllto: ,the water: Oil ,this :the 1I).1\n to be shaved, is placed ; and ~he 
barbar, who has previously mixed up a pot f!ill of tar, .soot,blal(k­

"ing, dirty grease from the galley, and some other ingredients t~at 
llhall be nameless;. begins to ask him ,somequesti.on or .other 
,yhich he no soqner op~lls .. hjs mouth. to answer, than be; has. the 
~OYAGE T6 INDIA, &c.] . :B 
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,.-A--.. brush thrust in, and in fact finds himself instantly lathered froni 
) 803. ear to ear with this odious composition! A piere of iron hoop, 
Junc. notched with a file, and as rough as a saw, now serves HIe place 

of a razor; with which being shaved, or rather scraped, the si,g~ 
nal is given, the seat ,gives way, anddowll he tumbles into the 
tub of water! when perhaps 30 or 40 buckets are kept baling on 
him from the booms,boats, gang-ways, &c. &c; this struggle 
continjling ,sometimes five or six minutes, before he gets clear 
from the watery ordeal! 

As the sun was now near the tropic of Cancer, he was of comse 
almost vertical at 110011; and though to us it appeared tolerably 
warm, yet it was' not near so hot as we afterwards felt it, when 
at it great distance from the meridian sun, ~ 

MAKE THE CAPE DE VERD ISLANDS. 

16. We this, morning saw the land, which proved to be the isJan 
of St. Nicholas, one of the Cape Verds: we were of course 
considerably out in our reckoning; and as the wiqds then were, 
we thought it best to push through a narrow passage between St. 
Nicholas and St. Lucia, which we effected by 4 P. M. The 
weather here, as is generally the case in the ,vicinity of islands 
within the tropics, ,vas very hazy, with drizzling rain, and some­
times' heavy showers. 

At midnight passed the' island of Bl'ava, wllich we CQuld 
scarcely discern, 0"Ying to the darkness of the night. 

20. In proportion as we receded from the sun, the weather. ap-
peared to get hotter, the thermometor generally ranging from 
76 to 83 in the shade, which we considered as it 'l.ery great de­
gree of heat (having passed a very severe winter in England ;) it 
was, however, trifling to what we were destined to feel after .. 
wards. 

Q3. At 4 A. M. this morning, (it being a perfect ~alm,) it began 
to lighten, with loud peals of thunder; after which, the ,rain fell 
in such torrents, that in an instant almost every part of the ship 
was completely drenched. By spreadi11g awnings, we turned 
this to very good advllntage, the sailors by those means obtaining 
plenty of fresh water to wash their clothes; whicn, by the bye, was 
no unwelcome present from the clouds at that time, both to the 
ofIicers and men i for the suddenness of our departure from Eu­
rope, prevented us having any thing like a sufficient sto'q. for an 
East India voyage. Here We lost the north-east trade, thouO'h in 
8~ 3Q I no~th latitude, we could only account for this failu;e by 
the sun bcmg so fax; north. 

COUPS DE soL ElL, &c. 
Bitween. tbe 23d and SOth of June, we bad nt>tlling but 
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calms, light airs, and hot sultry weather, during which time se-~ 
veralof the people got sick, with bilious complaints., and what 1803. 
are call.ed "Coups de Soleil," or strokes of the sun, f)'om being litTle. 
exposed to the rays of that luminary, especially when asleep; one 
of the top men, therefore, who fell asleep in the middle of tIle 
day, when aloft, was taken extremely ill with this affection of 
the brain, which rendered him for a short time delirious, but by 
bleeding, and other evacuations, he recovered, as did all the others. 
. It would, however, be advisable, I think, for people reinoving 
from a cold to a hot climate, to take certain opening medicines, 
which might be a great means of preventing many of those little 
illnesses that oc(,:ur so frequently on this o,ccasion.,· 

We nuw began to get the tail of the S. E. trades, though 5 30. 
or 6 degrees to the northward @f the line: this, however, is not 
uncommon at this season of the year, when the S1\n is on the 
.tropic of Cancer. 

CROSS THE EOUATOR. 

. Crossed the equator, with due l";Spects to Neptune, who now lul!l6. 
took his final leave of us, the equinoc,tial franking 1111 other lines 
on the globe. ' 

:aKAPTY OF THE MORNINGS AND· EVENINGS IN THE.SE 

LATITUDES. , 

Between the parallels of lOo N, and 50 S, the evenings and 
mornings at this period were singularly beautiful i11. the after". 
Doons, particularly as the sun approached the western horizon; 
the assemhlage of fimtafitic clouds,. ting~d by the 'setting rays, 
that hov~red round him as he dipfhis orb i~l tlie /)~ean, brought 
,to mind SOll),P of thOSe b~a~ltiful de,'lcriptions of Thomson, in 
)Vhi~h he has painted the setting StIll so inimitably. I 

------------" His downward orb, 
" ShootSllOthiug now, but animatiul? WRpJ!lthl 
" And vitallust.€, that with vario lI,; ray, 
" Liglits lip the cl?uds, those .befwteous robes of heave'!., 
I~ Iucess.ant roU'd luto romantIc shapes, 
f( The dre~m pf vva~ipg fauIlY!" 

---,,,.--" The shifting clouds, 
" Assembl'd gay, a J'ichly go.rgeous train, 
" In all their }Jomp attend his setting throne!" 

In running down the S. E. trades, ,the climate was so tempe .. 
Fate, and the air so salubrious, that we had se!ln,ely a $~¢k. malt 
in the ~hip. 

. 13£ 
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" 'WHALES.-ALBICO'RE.-ALBATROSSES. 

Sharks, albicore, and turtle, were now ftequently caught, and 
proved ve~ygreat treats to the ship's company •. 

22. 'We this day, for the first time on our voyage, saw several im­
mense large whales, blowing and tumbling round us. The al­
batross, too, began to make his appearance; this is a very singular 

ta~ so o. 8. s. bird, the vi'ings of which have several joints, and extend some­
Long. 80.', w; times twelve feet from tip to tip. We caught them with a 

hook and bait, which were allowed to trail at -some distance 
astern, and at which they snapped in a very ravenous manner. 

26. , A young man happening to fall over board this daY', while the 
ship had great way through the water, he went down before the 
boat coirld reach him: all the tinIe; however, that he kept above 
water, we could plainly perceive the albatrosses darting down 
upon hi!?, and we had little doubt but they injured him COII­

siderably; as he was one of the best swimmers in the ship, and 
'could' have buoyed hiinselr up a m'uch longer time" had it not 
been fpi' these voracious birds. This was the only "life lost 
on the voyage. 

Aug. 2. 

From this time till we made the Cape, we had' nothing but 
~ales of wind .fron~ the sOl~th'ward, ,vith a t!"emendous rolling sea 
In the same directIon; which caused the shIp to labour so much~ 
that we were constantly drenched with ,water in every part; 
fohning a great c5ll1tl:ast with the velvet sailing in the N. E. and 
S. E. trades. 

MA KE THE CAPE. 

, By our reckoning we now judged ourselves to be in t11e vici~ity 
of the Cape; an,d about mId-day we observed a vessel standmg 
to the southwill'd, \vhich we chaced, and captured, being a 
Dutch man of war brig, proceeding to Batavia, with intelligence 
of the war. , ' 

- About 11 o'clock the same night, while regaling Mynheer 
with some grog and pipes, we were agreeably surprized by ano­
ther Dutchman" who almost' fell, on board of us: ht) proved, 
however, rather better than the first, being laden with a good 
cargo from Batavia to Amsterdam. We dispatched both vessels 
to St. Helena, arid proceeded on our voyage without delay. 

We had a view this day of that celebrated promontory, the 
Cape of ~ood Hope; and" though it is seldom passed without 
gales of wmd, we nevertheless were two days in sight of it, and 
almost becalmed the whole time. Even this distant prospect of 
a hOotile shore W\lS cheering to our eyes, after our long route 
through tlJc Atlantic ~nd Southern ocean. 
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1:'0 ensure strong breeze~ after leaving the Cape, we steered ~ 
to the southward as far as 380 S. lati~ude, in whichflarallel we 1803. 
rU-n down most of our l@ugitude. J This was by far the most un- Augu,'it. 
pleasant part of OUI' v.oyage; the 'weather was, dreary and cold, 
with almost constant gales of wind from the N. W. and a pro~ 
digious sea right aft~ whlch caused the ship to roll her gangways 
in the water almost every tiule, ' " 

N one but those who have experienced it, can form a just idea 
of the unpleasantness of running a fortnight or three weeks be­
fore the wind with a heavy sea; the continual agitation prevent­
ing one from IJ~ceivitlg any thing like good rest or sleep during 
that period! 

Our daily progression during this part of the passage, was from 
250 to 2.66 miles a day, steering due east. 

]\fAKE THE ISLAND OF CEYLON. 

Having got into the ·70th parallel of east longitude, we shaped 
'our course to the northward, and left this !+tonny latitude of the 
Pacifi,c, ocean. We soon got into the S. E. tranes, and had 'no 
more disagreeable weather, a fine breeze wafting us aloFg two 
hundred miles a day, and on the night of the 4th pf Septerilber; 
we saw the fires on the mountains of Cellon, after a very good; S ( 4-
passage of one hundred and four days; without the least prepa- ,cp. • 
ration for a long voyage, yet without lORing a mall by. sickness, 
during this long run of ",pwards of thirteen thousand miles. 

There did not appear a single symptom of scurvy during this 
voyage; which may be accounted for, by the discipJiue and 
cleanliness of the ship's company. For as to antiscorbutics, there 
were only two or three cases of liTne juice on board the ship; 
alld they cOlild not be of much consequence among S(j'1 men. 

Much too, I think, depends on keeping the men's minds em'" 
ployed during long voyages, in little amusements and re9reations, 
which are not at all incompatible with good discipline: eyery 
fine afternoon therefore, the dance commenced under the half 
deck or gangways, which was kept lip till eight o'clock, diffusing 
a general exhilaration of spirits through the whole of the crew. 

We this ~norning saw the land, which proved to be the Friar's 5. 
Hood, a mountain so called, from the resemblance which the 
peak of it bears to a hood i and illdeed it Seems to hang over on 
one side jll a very curiolls manner. ' 

During this fore no 011 we kept steering along shore, about two 6. 
miles and a half distant from it, not a little delighted with the 
prospect, and fine flavour from the woods. 
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APPEARANCE OP CEYJ.oN FROM THE flEA. 
~) 
HIO:l. 
Sept. The coast along this part of. Ceylon' (especially close to the 

[Shore,) very much resetnbles the English betWeen Yarmouth and 
Ipswich; except that· here and there along t\lis beach appear 
groves of the cocoa-;nut tree, \nterspersed with Indian huts, or 
as they are called bungulows. Behind this, the scenery is truly 
romantic; the hills and mountains rising in the wildest order, and 
most fim~astic ~hapes imaginable.: abrupt precipices, pleasant 
val1ies, thick groves, towering cliffs, and lofty mountains, all in­
tenningled in "regular confusion," and clothed in nature!s most' 
verdant livery f affording a delightful prospect and relief to the 
eye, fatigued with' the dull monotony of a long sea voyage. From 
the singular appearance of SOme of those hills, mariners have 
been induced to confer on them a~ whimsical titles; such as the 
I~riar~s Hood, Dromedary's Back, and other various appellations, 
from their similitude to animals, &c. &c. 

I"fRINCO:lIALJ,EE U·ARBOUR. , 

7. At day-light this morning, found ourselves close in with Trin. 
comallee harbour; but as the land breeze was blowing fresh otf 
shore, it was mid-day before we got to an anchor in B!lck bay. 

The appearance of this place is very pleasant from the seaj,the 
IJarbour is one of the most capacious in the world; the surround­
ing country covered with trees of the most luxuriant foliage; 
and Flag-staff point, a promontory that projects into the sea, 
and end~ in a perpendicular precipice, forms a fine contrast with 
the smooth expanse of ocean below. 

Close to this rock we anchored for a few hours, in order to 
give iutelligence of the war to the ships; and then made sail for 
Madras. . 

While pas~ing this day in sight of the Danish settlement of 
Tranquebar, we captured a French ship in ballast, bound to 
Cochin on the Malabar coast. She had not had any intelligcncll 
of the war, though Admiral Linois, it seemed, had been appriz~ 
cd of that event, as he had made his escape froIn Pondicherry 
roads some time bef-ore our arrival. 

THE SEVEN PAGODAS. 

The only thing that atp-acted our attention on this coast, ,vas an 
as~emblage of ruins, called the Seven Pagodas, which arc situ-
1!ted Oll a little hill of stone, that rises abruptly on the sea-shore 
from the surrounding plain: nothing, however, like seven pagodas 
call be distinguished, when viewed with a good glass; one or two" 
~nly appear, apparently rising from the vestiges of other build .. 

·mgs, the whole havin~ indeed au antique aud venerable cas't. 
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At night, the lightning was frequent, and exceedin?;ly vivid ~ 
over the land: this is generally the case in the S. W. monSOOll. ' ] ~03. 

, .' - Sept. 
ANCH01'l IN MADRAS, ROADS. 

This morning came to an anchor in Madras roads. 8. 
The first object that strikes the European on his arrival here, 

is an extensive, beautiful, and very; strong fort, built on the sea-
side, and contaiuing haudsome squares, streets, churches, bar':' 
racks~ and other public bnildings. To the right of the fort, and 
at a little distance from the beal'h, there, is a partial view of what 
is called the Black-town; which takes its name 110t from the hue 
of the houses, hut of the inhabitants, most of whom are peoplo 
of colour. 

The town itself lias a very good appearance, the houses beitJ.g 
built with porticoes, and flat 1'00(5, while thlO chunam gives them 
that marble look, which adds so much to their beauty; frolli 
among these, the Hindoo temples, and spires of the Armenian 
and Portuguese churches, are seen in many)Jlaces; shooting tip to 
a considerable height, an-d have a very good effect. 

GOVERNl\l·ENT HOUSE,-GAllD'EN UOUSF<S.-N AnOB'!'i 

PALACE. 

To the right of Blark-town, and close to the beach, nearly II 
mile to the northward of the fort; there is a chaiu of b~lildings, 
which; from their magnificent appearance, ·might well be taken 
for some royal residence:' yet these are nothing more than the 
c1I3tom-house, and the offices of some of the English m~rchants! 

Carrying the eye to the left, or southward of the fort, the 
~overmnent house presents itself, near the beach, and about a 
quarter of a mile from the saluting hattery. It is composed (if 
two separate buildings, cach of which is bealltitill in itself; but 
the oblique situation in which they appear to stand, with respect 
to each other, and the fort, is, in my opillion, a considerable 
drawback from the effect of thei~· perspective view from the 
roads. ' 

A little way to the southward of the government house, staneis 
the nabob of Arcot's palace, so embedded in a grmre of trees, 
that very little of it can be seen from the sea. From hence, for 
five or six ~niles in every diret::tion, the country is 'studded with 

, gentlelllen's seats, called "Garden Houses," which from their 
marple-like porticoes,3l1d colol)nades, might at fir:lt be taken for 
~o lll!}ny Grecian temples. 

flESCR1PTION OF THE l\1AS,SULAH BOATS AT MADR.AS. 

As ship's boats never atteinpt to land at this place, there ate a 
numJ,er of the country, or as they are .calI~d, Mas~,ulah. hClots, 
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~ kept by the Jndia government to attend on such ships as are lying 
1803. in the roads; for the men of war there are get:JeraIly two, to 
Sept. cross the surf to the ship's boats, which lie at a grapnel uutside. 

The Massulah boats are of very rude construction; flat-bot­
tomed, high, and the p1anks . sewed together. by a fibrous sub. 
stance, that gives the timbers great play while·crossing.the surf. 

They are rowed by eight or ten men, who sit upon narrow 
'thwarts, that cross from gunwale to gunwale; and use inste;id of 
common oars, long piec~s ofba~nboo, to the extremities of whichare 
tied small oval pieces of .boards: with one of these oars lashed to 
the stern, the boat is steered, the man standing upon a little plat~ 
form or quarter-deck raised abaft; before and below.which, is the 
seat for the passengersO- The luggage, &c. stows on a-.patcel of 
lr-liush-wood that lies in the bottom of the boat; which is gene­
Fully so leaky, that a boy is kept cunstantly baling out the water. 
The men are pt:rfectly naked, except a small piece of rag tied 
round their loir's. . 

Thus equipped, they p~lll to\vards the shore, with a song, whose 
harshne~s tu the European ear 110 words can describe! 

CROSSING THE SURF. . 

As the surf at this settlement is perhaps the greatest in the 
world, there scarcely passes a monsoon witllDut the loss of several 
lives: the settlers are therefore very averse to crossing it. 

In cGmmon weather, there are only two or three distinct surfs, 
the outermost of which is the largest, and most danger~lls; but 
in bad weather, and especially at the breaking up of the lUon­
soons, the surf sometimes has beel} known to break as far out as 
where the ships lie at anchor. ... 

It is very interesting to see these Massulah boats, with the men 
lying on their oars, on the very verge of the surf~ wait~ng, and 
carefully watching, till a very large one has broke close to them, 
when they immediately pull in, with all their might, and with,a 
united concert of vocal music, that might 'Well rival the war-hoop 
of the American savages: . 

By these means, they generally.contrive to pass: the place where 
ollt,er s~lll ·breaks in the interval between two surfs; when the 
dan:ger IS over.. . . 

'['his, however, was not the case the first time' we ;went ashore; 
for the Massulah men pusbing in too soo~, .. a· tremendons swell 
took us forward with ainaziug. rapidity, and the instant it broke 
be!leath us, t1?e boat broached to, and .,we were. imllJediately 
o.verwhdtped 111 the surf! When its rage a little subsided, we 
found the boat nearly full of waterJ hut still on her. bottom ; two 
or three of the men, who hadbeel1 thrown f.rom .their seats. over­
board, instantly regained: .th~m) .and £or.t\~nately.; got, .the ,boat's 
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head j'C1und, berote the next surf ove;took us~' whij::h oth~r:w'ise ,~' 
'v('()Uld. certainly have upset lis. '" ," ' 1803' 

, It llas been a question, in which the greater danger consjsts Sept:' 
tbe' going on shore, di'toining off? ,[ arn iriclined to think the 
former is 'most dange)'ous, though boats are frequently lost in 
both operations. ' , , , , , 
',' In going towards the s~or~~, these aC,cidents generally h~ppen 
by the broaching- to of, the' bO'::it; and iIi' going ofr, by, a, large 
surf curling in over the bow~ of the boat, and swamping'or stav-
'jng her. , ' 
, At these periods, there are generally ht~maran~ attencii11g the 
Massul!thboats, which are frequently instrull!-ental in >laving \he. 
lives of Europeans, for which they get medals, that they are' 
bot a little proud of. This vessel (if it deserves that Ilame) is 
<!bm:it6Mhnej'ely of three pieces of~ood" 10, or 12 fe~t in 
length~ and'lashed together with pieces of rope; the' middle piece 
is the largest, and 1'0lI).ewhat lower in the water than the other 
two. On this therefore, the catiUlu'tdm-rrien (grnetaUy tW,oIsit 
actimlly 011 their heels, for their knee-joints are so flexible, that, 
they can bring every part of die back of tbe leg i\ltQ ,co,ntact 
with the under side qf the thigh; $0 that their 'hip-bones rest on 
their heels. ' ' , ' 

" DESCRIPTION Of ~H:E CATA~AItA.NS. 
Their paddles are pieces of slit bamboo, three <;II' four fectin 

length.' 'and' thus e1uipt they dashiq, through, the l'urf, which, 
SOllletllues' upsets tlie catamai'an, end· over end;, but they soon 
mount it again, having strings fastened to- the timbers, an4' rolI~d 
~ound their wrists, so that I they never can be thrown off to !Iny 
great distance. , , 

. It is highly entertaining to see these fellows inanreuvering their, 
1ittle vessel through the surf; as soon as a large one comes uCilr 
thein, they start upon their legs, and l~aning forw~rd, plunge 
riRhtthrough, it.: the1. ~re not always, how~ver, able to .effect 
tHIs; for sometImes 'It IS so powerful, that It upsets catamaran 
and all,' , ", " , 

It ,1s as amusing to the spectator, as it is embarrassing to the 
strailger, to behold the ,cr,owds of dubashes, coql~ys, servants, 
&c. &;c. that siirroulid the latter, the instant he sets his foot on 
shore, pestering hiril with their dertificates,al1d soliciting per­
Iirission t9 attend upon massa. ,If he ~ets clear off the beach 
in a quarter of an hout, he may think himself very lucky: and 'as, 
heb~s genetally'occasiori to repair to the Bazars; in, quest of li­
l1en, lighfdothes,&.c. &c. ~is palankeen is attended by a score, 
of fellows; who, at' each shop, cheat, \vrallgle, and at length 
fight about the profits! 

VOYAGE TO INDIA, &c.] c 



H~ 

~ 
1803. 
Sept: 

DE,SC'RJ PT I V E SKETCH J!;S 

Every ~rrival from Europe is a: fresh harvest for blacky, wltich ' 
he takes good care to gather in; and everyone, as soon as he 
touches terra firma, is a griffin, and consequently fair game. 

The scenes of conteiltiOll, for employment, among those fel­
lows, are sometimes highly Iudicro~s •. The mixture of furoY and 
fear, depicted in' their countenances arid gestures ; their \l1enacing 
attitudes; and above all, the t~rrents ·of unintelligible jargon 
with which th~y bespatter each other, would excite the risibility 
of a stoic! 

." 
THB DUBASHES.-THEIR BIPOSITIONS. 

It is, however, indispensibly necessary to have a dubash, who 
transacts all business in the Bazars, &c. and who takes special 
care that no person but himself shall cheat you: which to be 
sure, is only a negative kind of advantage, yet "of two evils~ it 
is better to choose the least." 

I .• ~ 

ENVIRONS OF MADRAS. 
'Ve were able to make but a few short excursions round th~ 

envitonsof the town for this time; but were very mucp .pleased 
,vith the appearances of the garden-houses 0~1 the monnt road. 
Abo-..:e all, with the gay assemblage of our fail' countrf·women; 
who every evening sport their elegant figures, and brilliant equi­
pages, while taking the air 011 this public promenade. ' 

We went through curiosity, to the nabob's palace, ~ut were 
denied admittance; there being an order by the governor in coun­
cil, that no European shall. attempt to pass m.to'the said' palace, 
on pain of being sent to Europe. This punish~nent (if it may­
be called one) we were told was actually inflicted on it gentle­
man who had the rashness to disobey"the order: when some wag 

~ wrote in large characters, on the palace ga,te-'~ The Way to Eu-
rope.", ", '. , 

N ABOR OF ARCOT. 
It seems the present nabob has not much trouble in govern­

ing his dominions; the East India company, out of pure good 
'1wtu1'e, having taken the guidance entirely on themselves: and 
t~ shew their liberality and generosity still farther, have allowed 

,hnn a very comfortable salary, to live on in his. own castle, 
,,,here he has even guards to attend upon him! ." 

Though his power is thus circumscribed, he is still paid ex­
t~rior marks of respect; such as hoisting the red flag, and saluting 
hlln at the fo~t, when he comes to pay any formal visit. 

- Many stones are raId of the ridiculous pride of some 9f ,the 
former nabobs j such as. causing a herald to proclaim, every -day 



'IN INDIA, CHINA, &C. ]9 

after dimler, that his ~ighness had dille,d;, and~ that all other, pj'in-~ 
ces, potentate,s, &c. III the world, might now go and dme' as 1,803 .• 
soon as they pleased! Sept. 

GREAT HEAT AT MADRAS. • 

, In most parts of India, but at Madras particularly, you neve~ 
can stir out, unless in a palankeen, or bandy : it being mostly a 
Fed sandy ground about this place; thC'rdlection of the sun is 
dreadful, and coups de soleil are' very frequently" got, by walking 
up from the beach to the Black-town. 

The palankeenis Ii very pleasant convexance; and with eight 
beare'rs, which are general!J sufficient, will cost about 2t -rupees, 
Qr 6s. Gd. per day. ' ,-

I 

PROCEED To BENGAL. 
We this morning weighed anchor, in order to proceed tp Ben- 10. 

gal, with a small convoy of Indiamen; and experienced a very 
tedious passage along the Coromandel coast, as it was now near 
the breaking up of the S. W. monsoon; consequently we had 
frequent squalls, with thunder, lightning~ and rain. 

THE MONSOONS. 

I need scarcely say, that in India the winds are periodical; 
blowing six from Qne quarrer, then shifting, and bfowing the 
other six months in an opposite directio~. 

:From the time the sun crosses the eqimtor, on his way to Can" 
'eer, in March, untIl he returns back to ,jt hI September, the 
S. W. monsoon prevails; and from September till March again, 
the N. E. monsoon prevails. 

It is not to be supposed, however, that it blows exactly fr9m 
the S. W. and N. E. during these periods; there al'e very great 
p1odifications in this particular. For instance, in the course of 
the S. W. monsoon, the wind blows from all the points between 
sOlith and west: and vice versa in the north-east monsoon . 

. Now it is· ~t the change, or bre~king up of ,the~e periodi~al 
.wmds, that heavy gales, and even hUrrIcaJ,les, happen III th,e Indian 
seas; when the two monsoons seem to be conflicting With each 
other. After they are fairly set in, however, the breeze is steady, 
the seas smooth, and the skies serene.. with very few e~ceptions. 

ARRIVE IN THE RIVER GANGES. ~1. 
We 'this day got into mllddy ~ater,and struck soundings on the 

Sand Heads, long dangerous shoals lying off the mouths of tht;) 
Ganges, formed by the sand carried down with the rapid stream 

, 'of that great river. ' " 
., C 2 
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PILOT SERVICE. 

On account Of the intiicacy of the navigation here, th,ere j; 
what is called the "pilot service," in which young men serve a 
regular limited time; -and th.e)l ri1le in rotatipn up to. branch pi­
~ots; when they get the comman4 of fI schooner, ip. wh~~ *cy 
realize, in a fe'w years, a very corpfoi·t~bJ~ independence. ,' . 

. I 

RIVER HOOGLY.-TfIE ~APJDITY Oll, THE TIDES IN Tlfl~ 
, . . . R~VER., . 

Anchored aQre~st of Kedgeree, a ~m,1l1l village .on the westei'D 
bank of the Hoogly. . 

The, river Gailges, like the Nile, long bef~l,l'~it approaches 
the sea, separates into two great branches, wluch are afterwards 
subdivided, and en'clo~e a liit:ge delta, or lri~pgular space, caIted 
the Sunderbunds. . . 

.• The. \vester~l branch then takes the nlj,me of the JIoogly, PI) 
whose banks is seated C~lcutta, the capital of Beugal, and resi­
dence of the governor-geqera1; dis4nt froIp the sea, about 99 
or 100 miles., 

Men of war generally lie at Kedgeree, or Diamond hai'bour; 
at this latter place, which is .some 40 or 50 miles b'elow Calcutta, 
the regular Illdiamen alw1jYs moor, refii, and take in, or discl11lrge 
their cargoes. . . . 

Ships; however, of any siz.e, may lie cIQ~e to the walls Df Cal­
cutta, nay, go perhaps an hundred mile~ .al:JOve it: but they are 
first obliged to lighten, in' order to. pas~ a bar that lies a littllf 
·above Diamond harbour . 

. The tidesiu this river, particularly at full and chap~e, ;Ire rapi~ 
beyond belief, forming what are. called "Bo'ars," or' u BDres," 
when the, stream seems as if tumbling down a' steep descent, 
doing great mischief amol1,/? the Qoat~, by upsetting and runnin~ 
them ove.r each other! . SlVps them~e!ves are ,frequently rlr!lgg~ 
from thel~ anchors, and dashed funo\lsly a~alllst e~ch other, ii' 
thesepenods. '. 

They attempt to account for these torrent~, by saying, they 
depend Dn the other sm:fll rivers that Dpel) intq th~ m:;lin one; b,y 
bars; which at a certain time Df the tide, allow the waters to. rusq 
o.ut, all at }>\1ce, int\.> the grand strellm, and rllerehy so. ~uc9 
increaseits velocity. . ' 

KEDGEREE. 
At J{edgere~ Dnly one Euro.pean ~esides, who. has the care Df 

the post-Dfnce, aud .who suppli~s. ~hips wi:th yegetables, water, 
and other necellsanes. At thIS place, therefore, we had an 
ample, allowance of all kin~ of refreshments for the s\ck, such 
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as frqjts, roots, &c. at 'the e~pe!lce of government; 6d. p,er mall 
per diem, being allowed. for the nu,mbel- represented by the 

_surgeon, a~ in need of such vegt'tables, a)ld thl:\t tq continulb for­
a fortnight or longer, according to cirC,lirllstances. 

~ 
1803. 

We here got pine-apples, plant;tins, bananas, yams, oranges, 
f:o.~C!lf-nuts, limes, shaddo~k~ or pommiloes, guavas, &c. &c. &c. 
1-liJ extr,emely cheap; three Or four pine apples, for ip.stance, cost 
9111y an ana, or !2d. English; alld the others proportional. Fowls 
aed ducks two rupees, or 5s. per dozen, geese three rupees, or 
71l: 6d. and ~ll other species of stock -equally re:;ls~mable. 

The village is small; but the land around' it level, and pr()'" 
ducinggreat quantities of rice; the fields Qeipg all ,laid under 
water at certairi seasons of the year, hy the overflowing of the, 
Ganges: bence s~ip{!' lying here, or in any part, of the river 
~Rdeed,behyeep. Calcutta and Saugur, experience great sickness, 
in the months of July, August, and September, when the grea~ 
periodical rains take 'place, and the heats are excessive. . 

SMALL CRAFT ON THE RIVEU. 

,TQere is a wonderful variety of small craftconstantIy passing 
,alld repassing ~:m this river ; from the elegant pudgerow that 
can accommodate the whole family of an European gentleman, 
dqwn to the little boat, that S\3fVeS to la~d a single perso,n on 
the hanks. . 

They g~nerally rise high abaft, where they have a shed con­
structed <,If bamboos, and matted over; her~ the boatmen eat and 
IJlelOp: forward they run out into a sharp prow, which glances 
up from the water very gradually, and of course they are very 
low at this part. A platform ofloose boards serves fOf a deck~ 
011 which ~he 'rowers sit on their bac\{sides, .with one l\3g ex­
tended' along "the deck, and the other bent, with the ,knee up to 
the breast. , . .' 

It is astonishing wh,at a length of time these feHows will row 
without, peing f1l;tigued; I have known tpem pun a boat from 
Saugur to Calcutta, ,a distance of. nearly oile hundred miles, 
with only a few hours intermission, a~d yet seemingly exerting 
themselves to the utmost every strQke! 

While passing Saqgur ishwd, the fata.'ilPot was pointed out 
to US where Mr. Mun{owa~ carried off by the tiger.-A bench 
is formed rOllnd the tree where he was sitt\pg at the time t1}is 
formidable animal sprang upon hiin, and a small white flag 
useq to PI} s4Spended frpm one of .its b,r;;mches. ' 

ALLIGATORS 'INFEST' THE RIVER. 

This river is _ very wuch infested with alligators"e~pec~ally Oil 
lhe Kedgeree sl(~e, wherl;l a monthseldompass~s WIthout some . ' 

'_&p~. 
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,...,-.-.. of the native; being dt'v09red by these dreadful creatures'. A 
1803. creek about a mile to the northward of the village, has been the 
'#lept. haunt of one for many yeflrs, and who has long rendered himself 

formidable to the neighbourhood, by his depredations and enor­
mous size, being, it is said, 28 or 30 feet in length! 
, Two of us having landed late in the evening at Kedgeree, found 

it very difficult to prevail on two of the viUagers to accompany us 
~cross this creek, to Mr. Jackson's, the English resident, who 
lives about two miles from thence: ,on our way 'along the banks 
of the river, we at one time, near this creek, heard a rustling 
a~ong the jungle, at which ourgllides seemed so affrighted, that 
they were on the poinf of taking to their heels, and leaving liS fo 
find our way as we could. We did not know the canse of. this 
panic until we got to Mr. Jackson's, when we were informed 
that only two nights before this, a man had been destroyed by 
an alligator a~ the very spot where we heard the rustling noise. 

SINGULARITY IN THE MOTTONS OF TH E ALLIGATOR'S 

JAWS. 

Some little time after this, I purchased a young one, about 
four feet in length, from a fisherman who had caught it in his 
net. Its figure exceedingly resembles the gmina; and it like­
wise bears a considerable similitude to the lizaJ d: it could run 
but slowly along the decks, with its lo~er jaw close ,to them; on 
presenting a stick, it would- snap at, and lay hold of it very rea­
dily: the extent to which it would open its mouth on these .oc-­
casions, could not possibly be effected by the falling of the 
lower jaw alone, which, as I said before, it kept nearly in contact 
with the' decks :-the two jaws therefore, in this operation, 
seemed to recede from each other, like the blades of a pair of 
scissors when opening. . 

As I . conceived that this appearance might possibly give rise 
to the old. opinion, that the upper jaw of the crocodile was 
movable, I examined particularly the head of thil! one after 
death. In the first place, there was no joint or motion between 
the upper jaw and the head, as the Jesuits at Siam, who dis­
sected this animal, have justly remarked; but they have not (if! 
recollect right) taken notice, of any peculiarity, ill the lower 
jm~Y's articulation with the bones. of the head;. which is different 
from· that of any other animal with which I am acquainted . 
• . Here, i,nst~md of the head of the under jaw-bone bei~ received 
mto a cavIty 111 the hones of the skull, (as I believe IS generally 
the case) it is, on the contrary, a hollowed out, 'to receive an ar­
ticulating process from the skull; as if the former was meant to 
be the fixed point, and the latter the mo\'able. 
, The fact is, that in this animal, when opening his mouth to 
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~ny great extent,while the lower jaw falls, the strong muscles ~ 
on the hack of the neck, draw backwards the head, and raise the 1803. 
~lpper jaw at the same time; this in all probability, :first suggest- Sept. 
lUg the idea of tile mobility of ~he crocodile's upper jaw. 

Here, as usual, natureha~ artfully adapted the structure to the 
peculiar fllnctions of the animaL The alligator, whose legs are 
v~ry sh~)It,' ~n~ whose jaws are uncommOilly long, (perhaps one­
fourth 9f .hls whole length) would not, when on ~hore, be~ble 
to open his. moutl{ to one half its natural extent, if the motion 
depended on the under jaw alone : for owing to the lowness of 
the animal's body and' head, Jhis jaw, w~mla come,in contact with 
the. gro~nd. before tne mouth was suffi<;iently extended; and 
therefore nature has given it the power of raising the upper jaw 
occasiomilly, with great ease. 

CAN TURN QUICK LIKE OTHER ANIMALS.-HIS RAVAGKS 

ON THE· BANKS OF THE GANGES., 

. It is an erroneous {JpiniGn that this animal's b,ack-bone is not 
suffic~ently flexible to allow of h,is turning short ~when in pursuit 
of his prey; and that therefore a man by taKing a winding course, 
when pursued, might easily elude him. I would not advi~eany 
one 'to trust to this manreuvre; though I believe the alligatol' 
seldom attempts to seize any creature oJherwise than by surprise: 
for this purpose he frequently lies among the mud on the shores. 
of this river, or.in the creeks that opellinto it, and when any 
animal is passing near him, he is almost sure of securi~g him, on 
aCcoul;lt of the great length of his destructive ja\ys. He fre­
quently too throws himself across the boats that hawl up int() 
these creeks, . and tears the poor defenceless fisherman to pieces 
~n an instant; or dives 10 the bottom. of the river with him, where 
he devours him at his leisure! 

Dogs, . especially of the Puria kind, and jackalls; that come 
down to the edge of the river to drink, very often fall a sacrificl 
to the insidious alligator, who will lie close to the banks; and at 
those. times very much resembles the trunk of a tree~ or pieces of 
floatingwreck. It is said, that when in pursuit, (which however 
is seldom the case) he generally el1deavours to get abreast of the 
object, and then' by makiug-a sweep, with his extensive jaws., 
he seldom fails to secure his victim. . 

The teeth of this animal, are terrible to behold! long, sharp, 
and inter-locking with each other, evincing his being solely 
carnivorous; besides this, there are two in the front of the lower 
jaw, longer than the rest, ·and which pierce through the upper 
jaw, coming out at two apertures near the nostrils; so that, 
having once laid hold of bi!! prey, there is little f;hance of it$ 
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.' , t1eing lable to extricate itself 4ftetwatds frofu such engines of, 
~ d~st1'\.lction. 
&pt. 

THE SUNDERBUNDS AND SAUGUlt PAUTIC'UJ,Aiq,y ll'l~ 
~ESTED WITli TIGEltS. 

"the banks of the ri~ei' opposite to Kedgeree are inhabited, by 
animals eqttally. as insidious, alld still more ferocious than, the 
alligators. There are perhaps fe\'.' places in the world of equal 
~pace with the Sunderbunds, that are so thickly tenanted bywifq 
beast's: man having .seldom inti'uded; 'ontheir hatmts, bu(1eft' 
the undisturbed eiupi~;e of the place to. tht:mselves., 
. It is somewhat siligular, that tJlOugh the fierce. tiger claims 
here the sovereign sway, ~llld seems eVen t? defy the human 
race itself, yet the peaceful timorous deer abounds iii g)'eat 

'plenty, urder the very jaws, a~ it , were, pf thi~ merci\e~s, tyrant 
of' the woods, Whose fangs it is astonishing lie;! caii' possibly 

, es,cape ! ' . " , 
Ships' boats are sometimes sent ashore here, (Saugllr) ,vlth 

parties of people to cut wood; and unless they are very vigilant, 
they will lose sonie of the men by the tigers. An iIistance of 
this kind occurred ,,,,nile we lay at Kedgeree' A Poftugllese 
having been seized ano killed by one of those animals, 'who was 
in the act of dragging him into,the jUllgle, whel} so~e of the 
party shot the tiger, and both cotp$es were brought' back iil the: 
boat !--:They are sO'fierce on Saugur isi1!lid, that they will some­
times swim off to the native boats that are at alichot near the 
shore in the 11ight, and make dreadful havoc among the men who 
are then asleep. . 

SHARKS IN' THE GANGES. 

. The stream itself is much infested witli sharks, whk~, are 
Jnostly of the ground kind; and as' soon as any garbage'is thrown 
()verboard, they will instantly rise and seize it, aft'ording an easy 
Jnethod Of taking them by the hook: but sailors seldom give 
themselves the trQuble of dec!ariug\vai' a:gaill~t this flleir . com­
mon enern» ~llless at sea, where a iJearty meal is al\\'ays J.*ade 
of the captive,s body. . 

, INFATUATION OF THE HJNDOOS. 

It is' well known, that to this river, wh()se~ stream ana banks. 
~re the res~:>rt of such destructiye creatui'es,. mauy H indoos we:!! 
III the habit of an,nuaUy commg down~ at certain seasons, m. 
order to devote tbc~nselves to the fury of the aIlio'atof., tiger, and 
shark! thinking themselves happy, and even tl~eir friends fa-' 
voured by Heaven, if they were perlilitted to expire oli tnti' 
banks or in the waters of their beloved Ganges! 
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It is not a longtime since gl,lards" were. obliged to be posted, _ 
at Satigur island, in order to prevent these dreadful intatl\ations. ~.' 

REFLECTIONS ON FOOD lN' :rUE EAsT INDIES. 
As the Hindoos eat little or uo animal food, rice becomes 

the principal article of tlJeir subsistence; ~nd there is no doubt. 
but that th~ prohibition of the former, now a religious institute; 
was founded in true policy; a vegetable food being much 'bet­
ter adapted to the human constitution in tropical climates, than -
an animal one. : '. 

Altlwugh it is out of the question, that,.an European; on his 
flrrival in India, should turn Hilldoo, and live upon rice i yet' I 
believe if: he was to relax a .little ,in 'Pis passion for beef-steaks, 
of a morning, a sumptuous dinner at seven in the evening, with 
a bottle of wine to 4elp in loading thest~mach going~o bed, aull 
to conform a little to the rules of the ,Pythagorean school, he 
would perhaps not only avoid afew of those fashionable Oriental 
disease&, ,such as the liver complaint, '~ilious fever, &'c.but 
enjoy the invaluable blessing oEgood health! . 

" Pro,mpted by instinct's never-er.ring pqwer. 
".' Each creatl,lre knows. its proper aliment; 
'" Bl,ltmall,. th' inhabitant Of ev'ry clime, 
" With allthc commoners of Nature reeds!' 
{~ Directt!d,' boullded,by,this power. within, 
" Their oravings are well aim'd: vO!1,IptUOl,lS man, 
" IS .. ~l superior faculties misled, . 
" M~d from pleasure ev'n in ,quest of joy.-

, " Sated with Nature's boons, what thousands seek, 
"With dis!J~s tortur'd from thGir nativ.e taste, 
" And mad variety, to spur beyond 
" Its wi ocr willthe jaded :;tppetitc!" 

,8everalof these casts] particularly those devoted to arms. 
and navigation, the Seapoys ,.and Lascars~ together with the 
Parias or ,outcasts, indulge in small quantities of animal food: 
but fish' seems to be their greatest favourite, with which. they 
make exceeding good curries; and these, \vhen eaten with large 
prpportions of boiled rice, form perhaps the most 'wholesome 
llliments that a man in. health ,can use in the East Indies. ' 
'. '. •• '. ~ 1 

INDIANS AT THEIR MEALS. 

The Europeal~ is 'geneJ'aUy much disgusted at first with the 
Asiatic manner of .eating: as the Indians use nothill'g but their 
fingers, which perhaps h\llf a dozen of them will be thrllsting at 
the same time, into the same dish of cUl'l"y and rice, which they 
,vill roll up in balls, and sling into their mouths with great dex-

VOYAGE TO Ii\Dl'A) &C.]D. 

Sept.· 



....-"l--I t~rity, and Which they seem. t(} swallow in rather a vOra~rous 
18'03. l:tianni:!r; the "HlOle circle thus squatted round their hO'tnely meal, 
Sept. exhibiting a very grotesque and novel sight to the stranger. On 

these occ~sions they mltke use of the right band only; the lef~ 
!:ieing employed in a ceremony of a very different lYdttJ.re :-tliis 
cilt:ullistance, and the great attention which they pay to ablu .. 
tions, sttfficiently ciffintetbalimce the otherwise apparent indeli. 
cacy in tlreirmode of eating. 

SAIL FOR. RANGO.ON. 

Oct. 10, Sail~d in company with the Waller brig for Rangoon, on the 
Cbast of Pegu. This was a very disagreeable trip, on account of 
the excessive heat and sllltriness of the weatner :-"-a1l ~long the 
c·oast· of A va and Anacad we had nothihg but light airs--caIInS­
then sudden squalls, -,,,ith lightning and rain.-Most of us, for 

. the fitst time, were now ann'oyed with that pest of hot climates, 
the prickly heat, the sensatiOl1s arising from which are indis­
cribably tortilentirrg: for it is next to an impossibility to avoid 
rubbing or scratchin-g the part ",hel'a it first is felt; and this 
action setting. the. body in a glow,. the mercilefls prickling heat 
atta~ks every part of it, goading one almost to madness with its 
infernal stings. N or is there any cure fot this singul~r affection 
of the skin but ]JIaiience, and heping oneself as qlli~ and un­
ruffled as possible; cold-bathing indeed gives a temporary re­
lief, but this ihterval is generally succeeded by a more virulent 
attack than before : it is said that hair-powder du~ted over the 
skin, gives the most ease. 

We came to an anchor off the mouth of .Rangmm ·river, and 
dispatched into the harbour the Wallet, to bring o1f the English 
resident, who :was threatened by the rajah . 

. The rivers that open on the eastern coast of the bay o( Bengal, 
hripg down such quantities of mud and slime, that the sea appears 
turbid to a gre!ltdi'Stance from the shore, and is rather alanping 
tlfe first tillie one gets into it ; the more so as the tides and ctIt­
l'ents ill these parts nlll ,,;ith great velocity;' arid wherecotinter­
clitl'eilts meet these, a rlpling is formed, extendinIT sometimes 
~or miles in a rignt line, attellded with andise exactly resembHllg 
tha~ of br.e~kers, vvhich, in the nlght..;time particularly, woulil 
eXCIte 'considerable apprehenisioiJamong people unaccustomed 
to the coast. 

DIAMOND AND CHEDUBA. 
20. On our retu)"ll to Bengal, as' the north-east monsoon was 

beginning to set in, we kept along the Anacall. shore, paslling 
close to Diamond and Chedubaislands, the former 'of which; 
"'here We afterwards anchored, we found to abound in turtle of 
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tbe Itlrgest -size, and ~xc~t quality; ships might ,here tur,Q in ~ 
'one ,night forty or fifty, but the ,shore heing studded with li~a,tp , 18.03. 
rocks, ,except in one or two particular places, i~ requires cODs;q.er- Oct. 
able .cal,ltion in l1,\nding ~ithbo~s. ' 
, , Behind these j~~ands the coast appears ~grt;lea.bly diversified 
,vith hill and dale; the former cover~d .witl;t ,llJfty woods, com­
prehending great Ya,riety of trees, m:n(;)j~g ,\\,,uich the Teak bears 
a conspicuous figure. Some .clumps of rOf;!J,:s ~Ild' Ijttle' isles, 
that lie at aSIDI;l)l distance from the shore, .c1,\l1ed ,the Buffaloes, 
from some resemblance which they we S\~ppos,e9 to bear ,to those 
animals, have ,avery curi9Us and whimsical app.ea,r;mce; their 
·shapes per.petu'<\Jly ~a~!gi.ng} as "Ie slowly sailed past them Q1,lC 
fine evening afforded many of us a good deal of amusement, ill 
£Qmparing.IHllIl to .anirnals, castl,es, yill~ges, cottages, foits, &'c. 
&c. which the different points ot view; a,nd the effects of light 
aud shade, caused them to resemble. ' 

EXCUR,SION TO CALCUTTA. 

This day we came to al~ anchor in Kedgeree roads, and a party Nov. 16., 
of us embarked in the pilot'schooner for Calcutta, a place. w.e 
were all very an",ious to see. As the north-east monsoon, how-
ever, had now ,(]ompletel~ set in, and .of course blew .right down 
the river, we w.ere obliged to tide it all the way: /which indeed 
gave u~ the "better opportunities of observing the beautiful sce~ 
nery that decorates each side sf this river, especially after it se~ 
,perates from the Old Ganges near Fulta. 

SICKNESS AT CULPEE, ,A.ND DIA!IIOND.lIARBOU.R. 
While ,waiti!)!§for the tide atCu~pee, ,and Diamond harbou~, 

both 'situated on ,the eastern b~nk of the Hoqgly, we visited se­
ventI of the InqiallJ,en . lying there,. w berea ,great mortality" pre­
vailed among the European seamen. This is the case ;llmost 
,every year,espe~ially in the months of July and~~u~t, at and 
after .the great periodical rains,. that fall in .pe~g;ll about tll~ 
time; when many a,hardy tar, after weathering various toils' and 
dangers, is hSIec.ut Qff .in a few days, nay, .hoUl',s, by a violent 

'\fever which isendemjc at;these periods! 
The rivers swelled by thisannu,al deluge, sweep down gre~t 

quantities of dead animal af!.d vl!getable .substan<:e,s, which, lj.t 
the full of .the tide,lie on their lowmuddyba~s, exposed to the 
meridian .sun, whQse be.ams draw.,up their putrid exhalation,s ~o- . 
w.ardsthe middle Qf the clay; and these are wafted an board t~e/ 
,shipI' by ,the light lanabl'eeze, producing, in conjUI~c.tion with the 
jntensebeat of the climl,lte, the most dangerous fevers. " 

They generally begin with delirium, high fever, great thirst, 
heat, and anxiety, with often a bilious vomiting, which is a very 

n2 
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~ ttbuble,some ,and dangerous "symptom. This' fever frequently 
kills in the course of the third day" unless the patient's mouth 
can be affected by mercury before that time. This wonderful me­
,:licine is cU11.sjdered here, as the sheet anchor in this and mally 
other diseases: and therefore they throw it into the system as 
fa~t as possible, after the disorder appears, both internally and 
by frictions, until a ptyalism comes on, when they pronounce 

1~03; 
:Novt 

them o,ut of danger. , ' 
.N umbers, ' however, both officers and men, were daily falling 

a sacrifice to this baleful and unhealthy spot! It is found that 
tlle farther down the river, the less sickl1esspre'Vail~; and that 
consequently Saugur rOfld is the healthiest anchorage in the 
Hoogly. 

Here it is that the good effects of temp~r~nce wjll be¢omo 
eminently conspicuous! ' 

-, -, -----,-,-" Beyond the sense 
" Of light refection, at the, genial ,boa~d 
~, Indulge not often; nor' protract the feas~ 
" To dull satiety.-.-, -- --
--'- " , " For kllow,whate'er 
I' Beyond its natural fervour hurries on 
f' The sanguine tide; whether the pregnant bowl, 
" High season'd far£',' or exercise to tail _ 
~, rrotr~c~ed; spurs to iCs l~st stl!ge~tir'd life!" 

, < ' , ARMSTRONG, 

I well know,how frequently youngsters are led astray, by the 
jnsidious tales related by veterans of the bottle; who repre-. 
~ent t6 them, that the surest method of escaping sickness in un­
healthy situations, is, (to use one of their o;'vn expressions) by 
~arryil1g, on the war! But, alas! howmany of them find when it 
is too late, that they have' only been waging War against their 
?wn co'nstitutiol1s, ajld ill faCt placing a destructive.weappn in 
the hands of their enemy, the climate, whier will sooner or later 
fut their owp thread of ,existelwe ! ' " 

ROUP NA RAN, OR OLD GANGES. 
A few miles above Diamond harbour,the Hoogly and Old 

Ganges miite their streams; and at the confluence of these two 
rivers, there is a very cjangerous shoal, called the it James and 
Mary,'! on which vessels are fr('quently lost: the streamrurtlling 

, streng on the flood into the Old Ganges, (called also the Roup 
'na Ran) ships, especially in light winds, are carried often upon 
this shoal, in attempting to turn up into the Hoogly ; when they 
~re geller~l1y upset in an instant, Ilnd rolled over and over~ in 'J 
f11~~ner frightful t6 behold! 
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As we passed this place in tht' pilot stihooner, we witnessed a ~ 
scene that nea~y proved tragical. 1803. 

A large Arab ship, ill turning into the Hoogl)', stmck on this NlJ1J~ 
shoal, and in a moment the rapidity' of the tide laid her on her 
beam ends, with every stitch of sail set: th,e water~ however, 
rising very suddenly, she swung round with her head to the stream, 
and by righting quickly was thus 'miraculously preserved. The 
Arabs on these occasions frequeutlyimpute the accident to the 
pilot, and were once or twice on the point of heaving' pilots 
overboatd ! ' . 

The scenery is not very 'interesting until one gets above Fulta, 
when chateaus, as well as cottages, begin to peep out from tl1e 
umbrageous foliage that skirts the ~anks of the river. 

SCENERY oN THE RIVER AS YOU APPROACH CALCUTTA. 

It is at Garden Reach, however, that, the most striking and 
beautiful prospect presents itself to the view; the banks of the­
-river (whicH is here about twice the breadth of the Thames at 
Lon'don)~ are !=o\'ered with a verdant carpet to the "yater's edge, 
and dec,orated with numerous elegant villas, or rather pal~ces, 
each surrounded with gro~es and lawns, forming a succession of 
very interesting objects to the stranger, while silently gliding 
past them. ' '. 

The river itself, too, Claims.no small share of his attention! 
from ships of a thousalid tOllS, fraught with commerce, down to 
the. slender snake-boat, that seems to fly along the surface of the 
water, the eye wanders with a mixture of pleasure and surprize, 
over the various intermediate links: the elegantbudgerows :pld 
pleasure boats, conveying whole familie;; of Europeans to and 
from their country seats, contrasting finely with the rude and 
curiously constructed vessels of the natives~: forming altogether 
a scene the most picturesque arid engaging that can be imagined! 
;md in the contemplation of which, the stranger is generally SQ 

niuch absorbed, that he dges not perceive the l~l'se of time:, uq· 
. til he is unexpectedly roused by the sight of 

" . 
FORT WILLIAM, 

and a little farther on the city of Calcutta itseIf~ 
/" The fort is situated on the eas~em bank, about a quarter ora 
. mile froni the town, and makes a very good appearance froIn the 
river; it is an, extensive and strong fortress, laid out in squares 
and regular buildings, il1tersperser( with groves of trees, that af .. 
ford a cOJIlfortable shel~er from the noontide heat, and exhibitiD~ 
inside, a great likeness to a pleasant wing of a city. . 

Between 'this and the town, a level space intervenes, called the 
Esplanade; which is crowded evenings and momings with all ranks 
and descriptions of ,people, who n~sort ~her(l for air~- exerc~. 
f?f ~o!lve~satic;% ,. . 
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The government-honse, and Charingaroad,. (a ~ine ofdetacl1ed 
buildings, that bound the esplanade ol'lone side,) cut a very in­
tere&ting figure from this part of the river. 

CALCUTTA, &e. &c. 
The EUTopean part of ' the town lies ne.xt the fort,.and the houses 

are here ml1ch more elegant than at Madras, (the.gar.den-houses 
excepted.) The reason of this is very evident: at fort St. George 
they are 'only l~sed as offices, or warehouses, the gentlemen in­
variably retiring to their garden~houses in the evening: whereas, 
at Ca<lcntta, tnost of the merchants have their offices attached 
to . their dwelling-house,s, and of eourse both are kept in good 

,order: for .though the chunam, 1"henkep~ clean and entire, ri. 
vals the Pari an marble itself;· yet when it gets tarnished, or is 
suffered to drop ·off here and tbere,and thus discover the bricks 
undet'neath, n:'lhing can have a more .motiy or beggarly appear­
ance: and this is very frequently the case at Madras, ,both in 
the Fort, and Black-town, where the houses often ,put ODe in 
mind of so many' Portuguese, with fiallling swords aud cocked . 
bail'S, over ,shabby coats, and dirty linen: complete emblems (}f 
pride and poverty united! 

The great booyof the native or .Black40wn, stretohes ·far.ther 
lip along the river side, and is of considerable extent; abveast of 
this, the groves of masts that ·present -themselves, ,bearing the 
flags of various .nations, but chiefly the English,gi.ve one some 
idea of the commerce that ·must be cHnied on in this:metn~pruis 
of India. 

We landed at Banksall on a .very ,beautiful evening, and while 
,passing through the streets in our .paJankieens, were not a little' 
amused with the 'llo.velty of the 1iUrroullding ·objects. 

The elegance of the houses, the noise and hustle of lpalan­
~eens, and their bearers,the variety oLsplenilid equipages, dash­
lI1g out to the esplanade, and the concourse of natives of ,everlY 
-del>criptionpassing to and fro, ,all conspired with,the serelii1jyof 
the evening, to form a highly interesting scene on ollr first:anival. 

Though the town itself is the ,residence of a areat number of 
European gentlemen, yetthe sUllroundingcountr; for Bomewles, 
ischeq-uer.ed (as .at Madrasj) ""ith ·handsome seats, which, from 
the Jertility~fsoil, are encompassed with garsensand !glOVes, 

fareNceeding those of Madras in ',verdure 'and foliage. 
It ,ap.pears, ~(),wever, :that at Bengal, they cUl1notgivethe 

chu,nam that hIgh degree .of polish, othat:is QbJiervable on (the 
Coromandel coa3t: .this:may:be owing to someditIel'eru:e i1l1he 
'shells, ,of whose. calies this curious ·paste is made. 

'£he goVel'llOr;S palaee,.or ;g(Werumen~.house, ,as it iscaIlet1, 
:very. soon, attrae ts the strangeis notice, aud :we :had au opportu~ 
llity a few days afte1' Our arrival, of visiting it. 
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It is situated on the western side of the' esplanade," and is a ~ 
most aNgust and beautiful fabric, from whatever point it is viewed. 1803. 
Over the four colossal arches or g.ates that lead to it, there are Nov. 
placed sphinxe!!, and v~ious tiguresand emblems, that hlN'e a 
vety good effect. The king's and- oompany's arms, are embla..: 
toned Over the western and eastern gates. . 
_ With respect to the ihterior part df the building, I am not ar­

chitect enough to give its description ; nor do I think indeed, that 
any adequate idea of it can· be conveyed by words: the eye, not 
the ear, must be the medium of communicatioD. .;" 

The marble hall, in particular, brought to my mind many of 
the glowing descriptiot1s in the Arabian Tales, of enchanted cas­
tles, &;'C. and indeed I cotlld scarcely persuade myself, that I was 
nottteading on _niagic ground, all the time I was wandering 
through it! . " - , 

The esplanaC'le, of course, next engaged our attentitm; here, 
from day-break till the snn has got to some height above the hori.:. 
zan, the 'gi"eater part of the European iuhabitants, and many of 
the nativ~s, may be seen· enjoying the cool air of the morning, 
and taking active or passive exercise, on horseback, in chariots, 
jllllankeens, and other vehicles; and indeed at this cool season, 
even pedestrian exercises may be used with safety. 

In the evenings, however, when the ladies as well as the gentle-:­
men take an airing before dinner, the graD-d display of bea'\llty, 
eqaipage, and pOl'1lp among the Europeans, aHd the variety of 

J(;ompl:exion, dress, and miulners, amoilg the different casts of 
nativts; form a scene '50 cbequered and novel to a person just /' 

. arrived from England, that he must be of a very phlegmatic dis­
'position indeed, not to be hig111y entertained wit1~ it. 
. The -buzars in the Black:-towl1 afforded us an amusing lounge 
every day; where we often thought we had made goodbar.gains~ 
but were invariably over:-reached by blacky. They would actually 
t>ut-wit the Jews. themselve$: for they have great addrel>s and 
penetl'ation; and instantly see whether or not one is a judge of the 
value of their ,wares, making their pI"ices accordingly, and indeed' 
tney will frequently ask double~ treble, or quadruple, what they 
will. ultimately take for an.y .article ! 

We visited that fatal spot in the old fort, called the Black 
Hole ; where in 1f7 50, the inhuman sou bah of Bengal confined 
Mr. HqweU, and 145 others, from eight o'dock in the eveni'Qg, 
till six in the"nlOrnillg, during which time i 23 fell victims to the 
cruelty of this mereiless tyrant!.! . 

The place being 110 JUore than 18 feet square, those unfortu­
nate persons were suffocated; and a monument is 'erected o¥Cf 
against the spot where thi~ herr·id scene. was ac,ted, to comme-
morate. the event. . 
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~ 'I1lere is a very singular bird that freqnents the streets and en-
1803. virons of CalcuttlJ~ where itis almost domesticated, c~led, from 
,No'/}. the length of itslegs, and slow solemn ~alk, the Adjutant*.. 

As it devours the . garbage" and all putrid animal' .sub. 
stances in th.estreets~ it is on that acco\lnt held sacred, and no 
one is allowed to shoot any _of these birds: they perch 'OIl the. 
~aitlements, and highest projecting parts of the bouses,where 
they stand as' motionless as statue~, with their headspensivEily, 
restipg, 011 their rouches,' or sOlrletimes turned to. on~ side: in 
these positions, strangers geqerally take them for mammate. be­
ings, so perfectly divested do they seem of life lind mO,tion. 

As Calcutta lies close to the tropic of Cancer, when, the slIn 
is in Capricorn, or 56 degrees removed from them, t4~ inhabi-. 
~nts I,!;xperience a kind of little winter, or considerable diminu­
tion of the intense heat of the summer; which is still farther 
effected by the north~east monsoon, that blows with a refre~h,il1g 
coohless at this season. During the months pf December and 
January particularly; it is not uncommon tf) sleep with ablal1ket 
over one; whereas, at other times of the year, the suffocating 
heat (in conjunction with swarms of mosquitoes,) renders. the 
night ~nohject of dread, rather than a comfortable refreshment 
after the heats ,of the day • , , . 

This little diversity of season (were the climate other.wise 
, healthy,) would render Bengal far preferable to the more southern 
parts of {pma, where Very little change.is feIt, e.xc~pt for ashor~ 
space, at the shifting of die, monsooiis on tlIe' coast ofCorol!1an~, 
del: the flatness of the c('mntry, however, and its being, every 
where intersected, and a great part annually overflowe,d; by the 
Ganges, will forever be .the cause of sickness, as' 'Yell as fertility! 

, ;;'." The Adjutant"Arg~lJ; or gigap.tic Crane,. gro~s to t?6 heig\lt of 'fi.v:e ' 
feet when ereet; the bill IS of great strength and vast length, compressed, 
and sharp pointed; the circumference of the base of one J;l1easured by Mr. 
Ives, was sixteen inches: the extent of'wings fourteen feet ten inches; the 
length from tip of the bill to that df the claws, seven feet six inches. It is 
a bird of filthy aspe9t; the craw appears red and naked, passing over the, 
shoulders,: and retUI"llS in front, and becoJ;l1es pendulous, arid is.'covered 
with long hair below the breast. " . " . 

"It is a most useful birrl, «lears the country of snakes,. noxious reptiles, 
and insects. In BeHgal it finishes the work begun by the jackal ani! ,the 
vnlture. , Tiley clear' t,he car cases of animals frpm' the flesh---;it reilloves the 
nuisances of the bones by swallowing .them entire. " _ 

\' ~~~hey al~ perfe~tJy fa~,iliar in Bengal, and undaunted at the sight of 
mankmd; 0 The Indlans belIeve them to he invulnerable; and that they are 

'animated with the souls of thE Brahmins. ,Mr. Ives missed his shot at se­
ve,ral, which the standers-by Qbsorved withgwac, satisfactiO,Q., telling him he 
}Jl1gh~ sqooe tp eternity ,ami never succeed." , 

'. , .Pennallt'&Views of inndoostan. 
Vol. II. page 157. 
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, The Europeans in Calcutta, dine at so late 311 hour as seven ~ 
o'clock; but they take a slight repast at one, which consists in ,1803. 
,general of light curries, or the like, 'with two or threetg~asses Dec. 
of wine: they. therefore seldom, have' a good appetite' at, dinner, 
but sit down languid andi'nert, with more inclination to drink 
than eat. "'~~i\,'''· 

Now, :though no people can be more temperate in :both these 
respects, yet tlui unseasonableness of the hour'at which: they dine., 
cannot .fart to be"prejudicial to their health, in such a hot 'climate 
as this, ,where indpendalit of a loaded stomach, it isat.alLtiuieS 
difficult to. procur.e anything like good rest at, night;. Those 
therefore, who would prefer sound health to fashionable hours, 
should tiff, (as they terin it,)' a little later" :and make it serve for 
,dinner." ; " ','S', Id~<, 
.:, They say-indeed, (with milch justice;) that seven o'clock is 
the most· comfortable time of the' day to. dirie, tHat, then ,all bu,., 
sinessis'.over, the air cooler, and the insects." (a great pest dliring 
the day,) all dispersed. Thi~ ;is~very true, buts}igP.tinconvtll1ien~ 
cies should, be made subservient to a real good. 

With respect to the hospitality of the Calcutta gentry, :Uld the 
English-settlements in general; fmm what 1 could obseryediu'inp' 
a space of more than two years, it is my opinion, (whatever; 
:few Sme! fl,mgi may say to thJ contrary,) that :iu no quarter of 
, the globe, is the term so seldom lIsed, and the practice so uni\-
versally,adoptlfd. I have of ten 'indeed admired the Liberality, rfj' 
sentiment in these gh~mblers, 'who ,measure the hospitality ofa 
whole people, byllhe degree bf.attfmtionthathappells tobe; paid 
-to themselves! who,vould corifidentl~ pronOlince theinhahitallts 
,of Calcutta, or M\ldras, a' set of unhospitable hypocrites, if, 
, they did not happen to receive all that civility, which they con~ 
'&ider as due to their self-importance! Yet such there ,arlt; who 
draw general' conclusions from obscure :and local cir<:umstances, 
instead of observatioll. ',",l:; .. ,_'I, ",J '~; , • 

The house~ in India, are remarkaqly well adapted t~ the cli­
mate, or rather to counteract the effects of a hot one; by having 
large arid lofty apartments, with spacious verendahs, in ~hich 
they'sit and dine frequently,in fhe hot season: in their rooms they 
have ~urious machines, 'caUedpunk~'RJ o(large fans, which are 
kept constantly waving over head while at dinner, and produoe a 
most agreeab'lifefffJct>;-i Very little -furniture is kept in rooms in 
'India, ianything that obstructi'l the air being a great inconveni­
ence: I scarcely, recollect having seen a ceiling in Calcutta, they 
say it would harbour dirt, and conseque1ltly heat) besides) bu­
coming a rendezvous for~difretent' kihds of vermin. . ": " 
, The oooiness of their wine:, and water, is in this climate a very 

'great luxury ;thepr@cess is entirely a chelDical one~viz. the 
VOYAGE TO INDIA, &.c.] .& 
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,-Jt-.. communicating to-wine, &c. the cold produced by the· solution of 
.1803. a solid, in a fluid "body; every family, therefore, keeps-: a hob­
Dec. daar, for the purpose of cooling their water and wine. . This 

fellow takes a small tub, and throwing in two or three pounds of 
:salt-petre, pours a quantity of water on. it, and then keeps 
stirring the mixture, with his bottles of win!:!,'or water, which lie 
holds by the neck until they are sufficiently :cool; when .he 'pro­
,ceeds with other bottles, and so on,till the mixture ceases to 
give out,any more cold, and .obliges him to throw in more salt­
'petre. About seven, tenths of this salt is recovered, by evapora­
ting the water in boiling, and suffering the crystals to shoot in 
.the cold. ' . 

We had opportunities of seeing, elephants and tigers at thi!! 
place, of the largest size; indeed we every day found fresh ob-
3ects to engage OUf attention, and contribute to our entertain­
ment; it was, therefore" with the utmost reluctance we bade adieu 
to this hospitable and elegant settlement, in order to. return, on 
board the ship, which was now preparing: for Sea. 

THE GANGES.' 
, Being 'accommodated with a. budgemw" and provisions, as the 

winds were very faint; and sometimes. contrary" we proceeded 
slowly down the river on the ebb tides,· bringing up during the 
floods, at the villa~es on the banks, and makiI)g,excursionsJroin 
thence into the country, to see the. manufactUl"ei,manner~, and 
customs of these harmless peoIlie; tbnsprolonging this little voy­
.age of pleasure, to the length of three or four days. , 

We_ visited the Botanical Garden, which is delightfully situa­
ted on the western bank of the river, a few miles (rom Calcutta; 
its appearance from the water too, while passing it, is very. pic ... 
turesque. 

, "Here ~a~ing griJve~ a ch~quer'd scene display; 
" And part admit, and part exclude the day; 
" Th~re'intersp~rs'd inlawn~ and opening glade~, 
" Thill. trees ·.nse, that shun each other's· shades." 

. The natives were exceedingly pivil to us wherever we went, 
$hewil1g us every tlring, and supplying us with all kinds of fruits, 
for It mere trifle. ' , .. 

J '. At a. ne.ck of land called Melallcholy Point, where there are 
.the ,ruiI)s of an old fort; we learned from an European whom 
,we met here the fo1l9wing .little, history, which he said gave name 
to the phlce. "'. , ' 

A young gentleinan of the arwy, having married a lady in 
,England, was ordered a short time ~ft~rwards .to proceed to India 
:m.tij,his,regiment; the lady's relations, or the gentleman's own 
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c:ircumstances,. would not at the tiIBe,permit heracco~p~ny,ing ~ 
him; they were therefore forced to separate,. and he proceeded 1803. 
to Bengal, from whence a cQrrespondence was carried on :for . pee. 
some years, when he at length persuadep, her to undertake a voy"" 
age to Iudia, which she accordil)gly did,.and arrived safe at Sau-
gur roads. He was at this time stationed in the fort, (whose 
TUins I have mentioned,) and on the very day of her arrival in 
the river, was seize<I with the fever of the ,co.untry, which tel'. 
minatedhis existence, before ilis wife and a fine child, (tlJe pledg~ 
of their mutual affection,) could reach the place where h.e lay! . 

On her COIning into the fort, and beholding her husballd's 
corpse, she fell into a state of iosensibiljty, which. was succeeded 
by that of melancholy,aod in six weeks she followerl her husband 
to t.he grave! . 

During the period of her decJine, she used to go .out every day, 
and sit some hours on this point, weeping over her child! he.nc~ 
it has acquired the name of" Melancholy Point."· .... 

During Qur stay in the Ganges, and on our cruise to Rangoon, 
we expetienced consider~ble.sickness on hoard the ship, el!pecia1-
ly in themooth of October, when there were often so many as 
fifty or sixty in the sick list at a time; these were principally 
dysenter~es, intermitting, and remhtingfevers.· Still (though fresh 
from Europe,) we did oot lose men in proportion to. the India­
men; the difference of situation, and the .circumstance _ of the 
~ard labour which they have on. board the latter description of 
ships, can only account for ,this. We here witnessed the asto­
nishing efiects ,of that wonderful mineral, Mercury, which is ~ 
cure for almost every disease in thisdimate; no .sodn~r does it 
begin tq ;salivate, than there is a re~ission of all the sympt.om,s 
in dysenteries, fevers, &c. which many of us experit'nced 
w;ith no s1I;Iall degl'ee,of s;ltisfaction,veryfew of us havingesca. 
ped without an attack from one or other of these complaints. 

KEDGEREE HEAI.T.HTER THAN DIAMOND HARBOUR. 
It appears that Kedgeree is a bealthier situation than Diamond 

harbour, and therefore. men of War. should. always bring up at 
this p~ac~, havjng no particular business with one. part of the 
river more tha~ another: H. M .. shi,psHowe and MedUlla, by 
lying at Diamond Harbour a:ft~)"\yar~ .. suffered more than eight 
times the loss. which we sustained at Kedgeree. 

This may be owing to the proximity of the :anchorage at Dia­
mond barbour, to the low swampy shores about this place; 
where a great many rivulet~ open into the stream ·of t~e Hoogly, ' 
;md ,bring down from the country quantities of ,putrid sl.\bstances, 
that ,lie along tbe banks at low water, emitting the most offensive 
vapours. 

E 2 , 
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I was informed' that the ships .which lay directly abreast of 
any of thos.e creeks, were ahivays more sickly than the others: 
this is a bint worthattenQing to, wlien bringing the ship tq her 
moorings;* 
'. Nothing can be more disgusting to the eye of a European, 
than the number of ,floating corses that are daily seen passing and 
re-passing with the \ tides 011 this river! especiaI1y between Fulta 
and Calcutta, where they are not so much devoured by sharks 
and alligators. The 's'pec1ded hue which they exhibit, rende~s 
them stillmore odious to view ; for by the time they have arrived 
'atthat state of putrefactipn,\ which causes them to float; a great 
part of the scarf" skin and the mucous net, (or colou6ng sub­
stance oflhdians) have peeled off, and exposed the true skin be­
neath, which being as white as a European's, give~ them a very 
motly and loathsome appearance. ' 

Having dropt down to Saugur roads, in order to collect the 
homeward bound Indiamen; we. here spentour'Christmas with 
the utmost festivity. 

This is a jubilee which British tars never fail to commemo­
rate, whatever part of the globe they may happell to be in at 
the time. . . 

If the ship happens to be in harDour on this day, and no par­
ticular vigilance requisite, there is generally a considerable lati': 
tude given to the ship's' corilpany, by most captains, in respect 
to getting m'erry over the social' call of grog. In well regullited 
ships, ,the men very seldom 'abuse this indulgence, and indeed 
suel{ a little annual libation to the memory of their friends and 
relatives, may well be allowed to a elass of people, who are to 
be for years cufoff from the sight of all they hold dear~ 

PASSAGE FROM BENGAL TO PRINCE OF WALES'S ISLAND. 
Sailed from Sauglir with the con'Voy, which we accompanied 

till ~breast of the Andaman islands; when we hauled off to the 
eastward, and left them fo pursue their voyage. ' 

We fell in with a privateer the same night, close to the little 
Ani:laman, that had 'been lurking here for the purpose of' attack~ 
ing the convoy ; . he used . every exertion in getting from under 
our guns, which on account of th~ darkness of the nightcoold 
have little effect; at day-I;>reak, however, we' were along side o~ 

,. The water with which ships of war, &c. are' supplied. at Bengal, is 
generally. taken up from the Gaugesl someway above Calcutta, and is con~ 
si;!quently f\Ill of slime and athc;r feeuknee, that frequelltly occasion fluxes 
and bowel eOl1lplaiuts amO!lg the peOple, unless it is suffered to sta!ld, fo, 
some time, and then the clear part gently pllmped off fmm the turbid Into. 
fresh casks: this will not 0111y render it a pleasant beverage, but'obvill\e .. 
~rcllt deal of sickll\lSS and disconte?c~ among the ship's ~ompan¥ •. 
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him, and he in a very wanton manner poured a broadside' into ~ 
us while hauling down his colours. 1804. 

'We passed between the Andaman and Carriicobar islands, . Jan. 
close to the northern extremity of- the latter, with several other 7· 
islands in sight, all having a dreary and inhospitable appearance: 
the winds nearly due east, with fine weather, but (as in the vicinity 
of most islands) squally at intervals. The next day ran close 8. 
past Tolonga, which is of considerable height, but in other re­
spects similar to the rest of the N ecobars. 

COAST OF SUMATRA. 
Wethis day had a view of Pulo-Rondo, Pulo-Way, and'the 

high land of Sumatra; about Acheen' head: we now experienced 
little else than a succession of violent squalls of wind, with de- , 
luges of rain; in the night thunder and lightning in an awful 
degree. . 

The effects of the latter are very dreadful all' through the 
straits of Malacca, BaDca and Sunda, sHips being frequently 
struck, and sometimes blown up by lightning, as was the case 
with the Resistance, 44, when only three or four of the whole 
crew survived that dreadful event! ' 

During this day we kept beating to windward, under the high 
land of Sumatra, between Acheen head and, Diamond point. 
The weather was dark and gloomy, with vivid flashes of lightning 
at intervals; while the loud claps of thunder reverberating among 
those ,stupendous mountains, that se'emed congregated up to the 
clouds; gave the sllrroundillg scenery a kind of awful alld solemn 
cast. ' 

As the wind continued to blow obstinately from the eastward~ 
we were obliged to beat all along the coast of Sumatra to Dia­
mond point; making a very small daily progress, on account of 
the currents, which were likewise against us. In fine weather 
We kept close to the shore, and were pften gratified with the 
most romantic proRpects, 'especially on the coast of Pedir, where 
there are many beautiful and fertile spots, that seenl, from the 
sea to be well cultivated. 

. , " 

PRINCE OF WALES S ISLAND. 
It was not till the 21st of January, that'we could reach Pulo 

Penang, or Prince of Wales's island, situated at the ~ntrallce of 
the straits of Malapca, and two or three miles distant from the 
Malay coast: the topographical sketch of this beautiful and in­
~ere~ting little settlement, I shall defer till a future period, wit~ 
the exception of that of a very beautiful little waterfall, about 
6 miles from the town, which a party of us went to s~e, the day 
after our arrival at the island; and which is very well wOl"th v~~ 
eitipg by any persoll who touches here. 

10, 
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~. 
180.,4. THE WATERFALL. 
Jon. 'We started from the town at day-break, and rode a few miles 

thl'Ough pepper plantations, groves of the cocoa-nut, betel, &.c. 
highly delighted with the fragrance of the air, which at this 
time of the day is strongly impregnated with the grateful odours 
that rise aloi1g with the exhaling dews, from the trees, shrubs, 
and flowers. At the foot of the mountain, however, we were 
obliged to dismount, and proceed on foot up a winding path, 
that led through a forest of trees, of the most gigantic size, and 
which, by meeting over head almost excluded the day; involving 
us in a kind ofplmis.nlg gloom, the effect of which was height­
ened by the distant noise of the waterfall. 

, ." I hear thE! din 
" Of waters thund'ring o'er the ruin'd Cliffs. . 
" What solemn twilight, what stupendous~shades,. 
" Enwrap these infant floods !:-Through e\ 'ry nerve 
" A sacred 'horror thriUs.-A pleasing fear, . 
" Glides o'er my fmme.-The forest deepens round; , 
" And more gigantic still, th' impending trees 
" Stretch their extravagant arms athwart the gloom." 

, • ARMSTRONG. 

The latter part of our journey was steep, rugged, aud narrow, 
and. so o~rshadowed with the'thick woods, tha.t we could see 
nothing of the fall, until we came to the bason into which the 
water tumbles; all at once then this little' fairy glen opened to our 
view, and· displayed a slender and beautiful cascade of water, 
dpar as crYlltal, 3I;1d is~uing as it were from the middle of a little 
tuft of trees, about two hu,ndred' feet above our heads. The 
stream is twice intercepted in its descent, by thin ledges of rock 
that run across the fall, lind by splitting it into thinner sheet:,~ of 
water, add greatly to the beauty of the cascade. It at length 
precipitates into a bason of solid rock, from one side of which it 
glides' off into a steep and rugged channel, that forms a series of 
other little cascades all th~ way down to the foot of the mountain. 

, The bason is bounded on each side by craggy precipices, whose 
bJ;ows are over-hung with .lofty pines, som'e of which have oc­
casionally giveifway, and their trunks are seen lying in various, 
,t:Iirections at the bottom, being split and torn by the fall: the 

23. harsh notes of birds screaming among ~he woods, tpe noise of 
the waters foaming 'over the rocky fragments, and a tran~ient 
thunder, storm that. happened to pass over ollr heads at the time, 
brought to my, mind the following lines, which, had they been 
written on purpose, could scarcely have givt:n a better sketch of 
the place where we now sate. 
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c.4t On each side of the !leI! fi rude precipice frGwn'd, 
"Whose banbwcre with deep tan~l'd thickets embrown'd; 
" O'er the dale a chill Mrror thepme branches shed, 
" While the loud peals of thunder oft' ro/I'd over heard; 
" Oft was heard from its ayry, the hawk's piercing scream, 
"While o'er the rock's fragments loud dash'd the wild stream.:" 

. After enjoying our lit~le cold: collation in this romantic spot, 
ang bathing-in its coo,l and refreshing waters, we reluctantly took 
our departure; and retraced our steps back to the town, admiring 
the beautiful natural scenery of this island, a sketch of ','I'hich I 
shalUlave a better opportunity of giving hereflfter. . 

SAIL FOR BENGAL. 

30 
~ 
1804. 
Jan.' 

We this morning weighed and made sail once more for Ben- ~4. 
gal: as the north-east monsoon was now in its height, We were 
obliged to keep along the Malay coast, which is high and much 
diversified in its outline features, from the great variety of forms 
which the mountail:ls assume, The next day (125th) passed Pulo 
Buton. (26th) Pulo Sayer, and . on the 29th descrie(l the ea6t 
Andaman. . 

nARREN ISLAND. 
On the same evening we got sight of Barren, or volcano island; 30. 

which, at this time was burning very fiercely, the eruptions 
.iaking,place every eight or ten minutes, with a hollow rumbling 
noise. .. . 
, This is a small circular island lying almost insight of the east 
,Anda~an, between that and the Malay coast; it appears to be a 
perfect cinder, or at least covered in ev~ry part with lava, with­
out the smaIle~t vestige of vegetatipn; it is of considerableh~ig\it • 
. and the volcanic opening or crater in the centre of theislarid.' 

'We passed within little more than a mile of it, and as,the winds 
.Were trifling, we observed the eruptions for three daysand nights 
successively. ' 

MINERVA SHOAL. 
, While standing in one day to the Andaman shore, the man at 

tbe'mast head perceived a white coral rock close a-head of the 
ship; we instantly tacked, and while in stays cOJ~ectured ,ve just 
touched it: this was' tbeMinerva shoal, which lies in lat. ]~. 
10. N. at no great di~tance from the shore, and Oil which the 
Mjner~a frigate was 0I1ce nearly lost. ,These ('.oral reefs are very 
.dangerous, for they grqw fast and b~anch out like trees, whie.\! 
will puneb a hole thrQugb a ship's bottom, very readily., 
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INHABITANTS OF THE ANDAMANS. 

The inhabitants of these islands (Andamans) are a most wretdl­
ed race of moitals; they go entirely naked, live principally upon 
'fish, and .'tis said arecanibals when they can procure .human 
flesh! . 

They have no form nor ~dea of govel'l1ment, re~igi~n, or'social 
order; indeed they are Scarce a degree removed from the le~el ofthe 
brute creation! having no houses nor other habitations than caverns 
or the hollows of trees, &c. When a settlement was formed on 
the great Andaman, called fort Cornwallis, the natives could not 
be prevailed npon to have any regular intercourse with the Eu­
ropeans, and we were therefore obliged to relinquish the situation, 
briqging off three or' four of fhe natives, one of whom is now 
on board a mnu of war in this 'country; !:ind though he has 'fi~en 
many years from his uative' isle, which he left young, yet he: has 
learned very few words indeed~ and his ideas seem to be as con­
'fined as his' ~ords! 

A 'RUSE DE GUERRE. 
We this day while' steering between the N arcondam and Co­

cos isles, in sight of the latter; perceived at 10 o'clock in the 
forenoon, a large shiron our lee quar~er, evitlently in chace of, 
us; as it ,vould have excited too much alarm to bear up imine­
diatelyafter her, a Ruse 'de Guerre was tried, which- completely 
succeeded to our wishes. -Most of the'small sails were taken in, 
the top-sails ,reefed,. and the ship kept luffing up occasionally ,in 
tHe wind so as to impede her motion, taking care at the same 
time not to alter the course, nor to appear as taking the least no­
tice of t~e strange sail. By this decoy she had so far -gained 
upon us at sun-set, that we could clearly see her hull off the deck, 
she all the while working up with a strong press of sail. ' Du;­
ring the night we kept under very little 'canvas, frequently 
heaving her tip in the wind, so as to make scarce any progre!$ 
through the water. 

Before the day dawned, men who were noted, for good sight 
,,,:ere stat~oned at all the mast heads, with orders to keep a l1!ost 
vl~lla?t look, out, themomentthe day broke. The goO(leffec~s 
of thls,cautIon were soon evident, for we saw ,her at least ten 
'minutes.beforeshe saw tiS, ,'during which interval we were:iena­
hIed to 'vear, and stand dIrectly to~ards her, without bet' ob­
serving this l]lanceuVl'e, and consequentIyshe took us' for;'q~ite 
another vessel, than the one she had been chacina'the precedmg 
day; this mistake she could not correct (owinO' -t;OUI' being/end 
on) until she was completely under Ollr cann~" and feU an easy 
prey to us, without firing a single gun! She was a large frigate 
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builfprivateer, of thirty guns and two hundred and twenty men, ~ 
a_.ship that . would very probably ha~e d0ile much nl.is~hief to. the 1;~b4.· 
trade of the country. It wa~ amusIrl)!: enough, on this occaSIOn, • 
to oehold the coUntenances of the French officers who were 
on board sil1ce the capture of the other privateer, when 'they 
saw this ship (their cOrisorty j'unning as it were into oui' jaws; 
sometimes cursing the temerity of their countrymen,and l1t other 
times bewailing their ilifatnatlon! Ha\(ing taken the prisoners 
oil hoatd, We made sail, and without any ftll-ther interruption 
a\Tived at Kedgeree on the fifteenth of Fehruary. _. 15. 

Hei'e We remained till the eighth of March, during which. 
time the weather was almost as cool as 011e would desire; the 
_r't. E. motIsoofi coming down dear and refreshing from the cou~­
try, and no sickliess on boareL 

PROCEED TO MADRAS. 
'Ve now tOOK leave of the Ganges for the last tiine,. and pro- Mar. S. 

ceededwith a homeward bound convoy as far asthe Andamans, 
when we hauled up for Madras: the winds, however, at this 
s'eason were so baffiing,th~t it was the t\\"elfth df, April before April 
w~ reached the p.ort: thil~, _ a passage t~afwith afairwind we 12. . 
might have made III five days, took us thu'ty-five-to per(orm, so 
very precarious are \foyages in India. , 

MASULIPATAM. 
To~fards the be'ginning of May, the land' _winds were setting 

ill 011 the coast of Coromandel; and at Madras, therefore, we 
began to feel their disagreeable effects: Having run down to 
MaSlilipatartI, however ,with treasure,we here had a tolerable. 
good 'specimen of them on the night of the twentieth of May; 
About midnight they blew strong from the shore, rolling douds 
of dust'beforethem, when the thermometer suddenly rose from' .­
niriety-t\vO to nill~ty-nine, and soon affer to one hundred and nve ! 
The air was now so suffocating that we were lying abouf the 
decks actually gasping for lireath; the breeze,seemed as if coming 
6Ut of a tllrnace, parched our skins, and prod'clced very disagree", 
abl(l sensations. The next morning tberewas a great Humber 
of bats found on board, and a variety, of birds that had taken 
refuge with. us during the night, having been forced from the shore 
by the scorching land wil,;ld. - -- , 
: We made no fartoher stay at this place after 'sTlch ,a reception, 
but weighed and made sail for Madras, where we arrived in 
forty-eight hOLlrs. But here, alas! our Ul1weIcome guest co}1ti.,; 
nued to visit us for the next two mouths w~ththe most cruel 
ptil1ctuality ! F 
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. lIOT LAND WINDS AT ·MAliIRA5. , 

During (he greater part of May, Jun:, and JuTy, there 
are no regular sea and land breezes at this parI; tJle S. W. 
monsoon then blowing \\}th such force, that the .causes 
which produce those aite1'llate breezes are not sufficient to 
ini1uence its general course: and hence we have the hot land 
wind blowing all the twenty-four hours; but generallY, 
slrongPl" at that period wberi the breeze is accustomed to 
b10w from· the sbore. The 1011g tracts of flat, sandy country, 
on many parts of the coast, (M~dms and Masulipatam for 
instance) being heated by tne fierceness of the sun's rays at 
this season, communicate of course tbis heat to the breeze 
passing over them, prodncing those hot land winds, which 
will continue to blow till the strength of the monsoon is so 
far exhausted, that the natural caus'es of sea and land 
breezps will again be able to operate and intelTupt them. 

These winds often blow with cohsiderable violence at Ma­
dras; generally between eleven and one o'clock in the day, 

. w hen they raise ,such clouds of dust, that the houses of the 
town and fort are c'ompletely obscured, and so high is it 
carried into the air, that the decks of the ships in the roads 
al;e frequently covered with sand, rendering this the most 
disagreeable roadsted in the world at this period. 

The natives suffer very much during the hot wind; as it 
is very ('ommon to s'::!e the palankeen boys drop in the 
streets, struck dead by its baleful effects! . I have seen the 
smnd and dust blown about here with such violence, that 

, the beat:ers were ?bliged to let me down, and get under the 
lee of the palankeen t{;) prevent their being suffo~ated! 
. These winds ale apt to occasion ,contractions in the limbs, 

, that are very .diflicult to get clear of; but otherwise this is a· 
healthy sea1on, for not a particle of moisture is now afloat 
in the atmosphere. 

The Europeans hav:e a very ingenious, and indeed philo .. 
sophical llle~hod of guarding against tl)ese winds. It is this: 
aLlllg the western fronts of their houses they have thin 
straw mats (called tattys) placed, so as to cover the doors, 
windows, or other apertures; servants beino- statioued to 
keep these- const.antly wet with fresh water, tbe hat wind, in 
pa~sing through, produces such an eV~lporation, that a great 
d(~gree of cold or abstraction of heat-takes place, . and thus 
rende~'s the. 3;ir insitle the mat quite cool.. The family, 
tberclure, -.sittIng behind these mats enjoy a delightful cool 
bre~ze"vhlCh at a few yards uistunce, is like the fiery breath 
l>SU:Il!! out of an oven! but completely .m~tamorp'hPseJl hy 
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tl~is' simple and beautiful cbymieal process. On the sallie ~ 
'Principle of producing cold by evapon~tio.l1, gentleme~ on 1804. 
board ships, when they want a bottle of Wllle cooled qUIck. May 
ly, put a couple 'or glasses or arrack,' or any other J!ll. 
spirit into a plate, and setting the bottle in the middle of 
it" keep ,bathin~ the. sides. of it with tl2e spi,rit, by means .of 
a Sp90n, when In a few mlnuteS the wme wlil b,ecome qUIte 

"cold; the process is accelerated if it is performed in a cu .... -
rent of air, uncler the wind-sail for in~tanc_e. , ' 
. During this ~eason, the'thermometer in the shade <1t Ma. 
dras, ranUges from 81 to ~5: the foHowing is copied from 'the 
Madras Gazette. 

,i 

State of the Thermometer at tile Mal€ Asylum. 
I 

1804. 7 A. 1\1. Noon. 1.3 P. M. 8 p, M. 
N. B. The +hermometel' -----"--- --' -'---

July 11 81 88 89 85 from which these obsef\'a~ 
12 S-l 88 90 86 tions al'e malle, is plllced in 
13 81 91 92 86 a room moderately exposed 
14 82 90 93 84. to tbe weather, and' facing 
15 83 9'1 !l4 88 the north-west. 
16 84 92 95 91 
17 85 94 ,96 91 

, 

FATAL ACCIDENT OFF SADRAS HILLS. 

'I'pe surf at Madras generally rises high during th,e land 
winds, from the opposition it meets with in rolling towai'ds 
the shore: sometimes, however, it is so smooth of a 'morn­
'ing here, that one would think the smaUestboats might 
land in great safety. At this period too, squalls and puffs 
'sometimes come off the land, (accompanied by thunder) 
with such violence and rapidity, that there is no guarding 

. a.gainst them:· a very fatal instance of this happened to OUI·· 

. selveiil on the night of the 29th of June, while passing Sadras. 
, About J I o'clocl, P. M', there appeared some black threaten-

ing clouds over the Sadras hillsj it being then almost a calm, 
t~le top-sails were lowered on the caps, and the men sent 
aloft to take in a reef; they had scarcely however laid out. 
on the yards, when such an irresistible gust. came down 
from the hills, th~t the ship was almost on her beam ends 
in an instant! the consequence of which was, that the fore 
and main top-masts, yar~s, men and aJ1,were ~arried over. 
hoard! The helm htJ.ving been put up before this) the ship 
had now gathered soine way, and three mell were drowned; 
of those who stit! h-elc;l on to the wreck tbat was dragging 
Illong $ide, fourteen 'were most dreadfully mangled before 
tVe could get them· in, thoughe.very exertion wasiusecJby .. 

'I F 2 

July •• 
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~ ,the officers and men: the .cla.rlmess, however, af the ,night, 
1804. the thunder, lightning, and deluges of rain, all conspj"ed 

to render i:hi~a dreadful scene of' confusion! , , We wei'e of' course obliged to retUl"l,l to Madr~s, .to ran~ 
our wounded mell and refit ,the .hip. 

OltDERED TO CHlN A. 

,. Early in August we were highly gratified l)yr~:ceLvj~g 
orders to vlctu~l £,or sixmonth8, Hnd p,J:epa.reto qrke charge 
,of the China convoy, which was then coiie<;ting :at Madras. 
Three other men of war we,re added, as apprehensions wer~ 
entertained that Linois Illj~ht be induced to try bi~ 1,\14 
once more on the China ships. 

pASSAGE BTWEE,N MADRAS AN.D MALAC-CA. 

Au 13 'We weighed unc~oi' from MUC,)PlS roads, with .upwards of 
g. • twenty sail forthe eUSitwa.r,d. Our passage across th,e b~y of 

.Bengal was rather disagreeable, ,having strot;lg S. 'Y. winds, 
with ~ very he!!-vy swell .from the southwar~, t~at ;kept thll 
ship constantly wet: no~hing, however, occurred wort~ 
notice on this part 'pfthe voyage'. 

24. Eleven day~ brought us to a;nchor ~n Penang road~, wherf 
""'e staid collecting and giving the necessary instructions to 

31. the convoy, till the 31st 9f Au,g!lst~ ,When "YI:e weighed and 
;made s.ail'from Prince of WaJes~~ islam;l f9r lV,[\llllcca. pu. 
ringseven ?ays ourlro,gress, was s~ sma1l1 o}Ving ,1.0 calm~" 
contrary wtnds, an' d,eit,lges of' ra1O, that we had only gO,t 

Sept. the length of ;Pulo Jara and theSampelongs,~,?viI\g 
:passed Poo.lo p.indin at~be distance ,of four leagues,. Th)s 
'IS a very hIgh lsland, and appears #o;m the sea to fo,r~ ~ 

7. p~ut of tbe .coast. O,n :~he evening 9f the 7t~ we c,\lme t9 
an anchor to t}le "southwarQ. of f.h~s islan,d, ~he weath,er 
beautifully serene, and the sea srnoo,~h ,as glaSS. The Il,e"J.C~ 
six days presellte,d a great Variety of disagreeable an,~ un­
~leasa~t wea,tber, in~ersperse,d wi~h frequent t,l1Under-;;,tQrJ;Ils! 
'tor whICh these :atraIts are famou;;. 

The high mountains on, ~he Malay and S,umatra roa~ 
attract the c)ouds, whichpol,H d,Qw,ri their ,contents ;nper­
fect torrent~, ~ecorrlpanied by z,ig-:z,ag a,.rid ,r:;tgged lightning, 
that fr~quentlj doe~ ,great mischief .~p:iong the ship,pil]g,a, 
one of the c,<)Uvoy :experienced; hayin&"' qne of tl:ie ,t.ri;lil~,t§ 
shi,v~rec;l to '8:t~ms by ~ stroke .of lightpip~, doing~th~f 
consj(ler,ahle ll1Jury beSIdes, :-vh,lch fQl'ceil per to .remau,l ~~ 
~alacca to'refit. . 

WAl'Ejl-SP0UTS. , 

; ;In the c~ux~e of our ?,ass~~<r1.~XOu~,q ~l.les~ ~trai,t~J Vi!; 
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~hl1,d several opportunities .of sec-ing those .curious phe,nQm.e-.r-I"--. 
'nlj,~water~spouts, !,ome oLwhkh came occasiol.lally so neal 180-1..' 
us" and were of Sl,lC\;l :asij;e, as to ,excite alarm. TIle f()l- Sept. 
lowing is a 'Very beaupful, but I ~n?-.st confess, exaggerat~ 
~e~cJ'i,ption 9f one or them,. 

" Wl~ile .i-rQrp tpe left,!l:Pproll:~iniw~.t;l.e~c,~'y, 
" A l~lld column tow hng shoot on 11Igh; 
... Its foaming base an angrY-whirlwind sweep5, 
"While di'eadful biHmvs.rouse,the fearful dee~! 
".Still rO!-l!ld and TQund, tJ)e flqid vortc!' flies, 
,. Scatt'ring dunn~ht and horror throllgh the~kie,s.! 
" The swift volutioo !lnd th' e;normou~ train, . 
h Let sages vers'd in nature's lore explain. 
"The horrid appari,tion still draws nigh, 
., Ana white with. foam the .'\'I',hidiflg billows fly. 
" The gq.ns w:el'e pri\l1'~, the v~sst;l nnrthward v,e!»,s, 
" Till h,er .I~lack ha,tt'ry on the .column bea,rs; . 
" The nitre fir'd, and while .the dreadful sound 
«·Convulsive shook the slumb'ring a.jr around,· 
" The liquid column, tow'ring .to the sky, 
" ~qr~ [iP':Yl1, a dr~adful dcl\lge {;qp.) on h,ig.h! 
" Th' affrighted surge' recoiling as it fell, 
"l{,qIlin,g ,in ,hiJl~ .di~f:los'd ~h' a,by~sof hell I"~ 

. . ,SH,IP"\'ltE~K, Canto 2d.. 

MA'LACCA: , 

,;After a tedious and harassing passage -through the 
. lsl,aJ;1ds, rocks, and shoals, that are scattered in the wildest 
. order through these straits, we came to an anchor on the 

13th in Malacca roads. IS. 
This old and once import.ant city, js now~o ,~ore than a 

mere mem(,,!nto .. of )vhat it ()J;lce was: though .ev~n at present 
a very pretty place, 

Abou t two centuries ago it was the principal m~rt for 
,commerc,e in thispar,t of the world, 'but has 'bee.o. ,ciledjning 
.ev_~r since un.del· the Pm'tuguese and Dutch; nor ,can it Jie 
expected to revive now under the Engli$h, as Princ.e of 
.~WaJes's is;land will answer aU ,the PUl'iP,os.es :whi.~b it could . 
. ,serve; .tJamely, a port ,for the China Bee.t t.o :tolilch aJilQ .re-
.v€sh.at.· . 
"' llitissituated qn the.s. W. side of ,bhe Malay penill{>l.d.~, 
and a,g .the thil~d parable1 of Jlor,th latitude: yet clQ~ as j.t. is 
.to the equator, it is the ;finest Cllimate in the East Indies; 
-being .co.~lstant1y refreshed with sea and land bxe.ezes" :wbiqh, 
{with its beil1g a narrow penii~suhl, .rund almost ,enco.mp<lss,e.d 
ty the se.a~) render itwemar.kahly feDtil.eanliheaJth;y. 

/l'he nppearJl,.rares' 0ftbe l!lli',D ,thel'(i~mains of a WIt, ~tl,d 
a.church on a litt1e green mount to.uae right (j)f the ~(>wn, 
are very beautiful from the roads; every patt of the sur-

I ' I : 
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~ rounding country, as far as th'e eye ea,n reach, is coveretl 
1804. with g.:oves of trees and the liveliest v~rdure' imaginable; 
Sept. even the small isl"ands and rocks situated along the coast, 
19' are covered to the water'S" edge with flowering shrubs. 

,14. A small rivulet opens into the sea between the town and 
15. fort, which it separates, and forms a landiQg place for boats; 

the houses in Malacca are tolerably well built, in the Dutch 
stile, with broad and.l!traight streets:. that part, however, 
inhabited bY. the natives and oriental settlers, is like most 
Indian towns, composed of mere sheds or wooden cots, 
thatched over with bamboos and mats. 

On the southe'rn. ~ide .of the little river, are the remaining 
walls of a fort, which does hot appear to have ever been a 
place of any great strengtb, and is now in a most ruinous 
condition;'" a few guns aretanged along the brow of a bl:!au­
tiful littlemopnt above the fort, wh}ch serve as a saluting 
battery, and might repel perhaps a small force. 

On the summit of this mount stands an old Portl1gues~ 
. chapel, built in the sixteenth century, but is now in a state 
9f dilapidation. 

It commands ~ piCtu·resque view of the town, the adjacent 
country, the roads, and a great extent of level ocean; the 
floor is flagged entire1 y with tomb-stones; that exhibit a me. 
lancholy catalogue of the names of those Europeans, whom 
the 'Spirit of adventure, or insatiable avarice, have led to 
this distant &pot, to be mingled with their mother earth! 

" Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 
" Some heart.9nce pregn\lnt with cele5tia~ fire! -
" Hands that the rod of empire might have sway'd, 
" Or wak'd to ecstacy the Iiving·lyre!~ 

The roof is in some places tumbled in, and the walls, 
belfry, &c. IIlouldering fast to decay; the whole having a 
dreary, forlorn appearance inside. 

We were here supplied withgl'eat abundance of the most 
excellent vegetables and fruits we had yet seen in India; 
and we were not a little gratified and sUI'prized, to find ·po­
tatoes equal to any we had tasted in Europe. There are a 
great number of Chinese settlers here" as well as in all the 
eastern islands, and these form the most industrious dass 
of inhabitants, having their shops well, stored with mer­
chandize, with which they supply. YOll on ,reasonable terms. 
. There is a very.gnad tavern near the landing place, kept 
by a Dutchman, where one may dine very, well for· a doUar, 
. and have a bed'included. 
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The rivers about :&lalacca aboundwith alligators) nnd the r-"'-"'\­
'Woods and jungles with tigers arid other,\~il? beas~s. ~'he 1804. 
Malays, as well as the Chines!:', have a!ltnkmg natlOnahty, Sept. 
or-rather similarity in their features; one face beilig a pro-
totype, as it were, of diose 'of the whole nation. '~ . 

[t is well known how dangerous those people are with 
their poniards ,called cresses, especially when they lake 
opium, and fun the muck, stabbing everyone they me~t. 
It is said these weapons are poisoned w,ith the celebr~ted 13. 
juice of the upas tree, but I believe very'few of them ha~e 
this property. I was once bargaining with a Malayfor one 14. 
of those cresses, which he said was deadly poisoned, and in 15.' 
drawing it out of the scabbard~ cut myself between the fore 

, finger a.nd thumb, at which I was not a little alarmed: an 
old man' who was standilw by, opening a leaf of betel" 
took out a piece of chuh'a;~' and applied it to the 'part : 
whether this had any effect or not I cannot tell, but I felt 
no more of the cut. , 

There is still a little trade carried on at this pluce} the 
principal articles of which areas follow: 

IMPORTS. 
Raw and mauufactured silks from China. ' 
Opium from Bengal, , ' ' 
Sugar, cotton, &c. from Batavia and Bombay; 

EXPORTS. 
Tin, in considerable quan,tities. 
Gold, and gold dust. ' 
Ivory. , 
Canes, :ratans, and diff6l'ent kinds of wood in large quantities. 

STRAITS OF SINCAPORE. 
We started fromJ\tla.lacca ,on. the sixteenth of Septeln ber, 16. 

and shaped our course for the straits, of Sincapore, where-
We arr,ived in two days with alight and pleasant breeze; we 
carne to an anchor in the middle of, thes.e straits for the 
purpose of collecting the convoy, a part of which we had 
left behind at Malacca, torepair the damages they had re­
teived in the straits by lightning. 

The straits of Sincapore are formed by a cluster of innu- 18: 
tnerable little islands, lying off the most soutbern part of 
the Malay peninsula. 'they are cov'ered with woods, have 
a gre,llt variety in their shapes. and are indented 'on all sides 
with pleasant little bays and sandy coves, where the finest 
~urtleis. f~uud in great_plenty. Tbe passage between these 
Islands,ls-1n sorneplaces so narrow, that we might have a1-
lI10st chllcked a bhicuit ~n ShD(~; yet the watel' was deep, 
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~"cTea.t, and sltiooth as velvet. There can scarcely be amore 
l'S'O-t.beautiflil picture, ' than the sight of a fleet of ships winding 
$-ept. through this rotilan'tic group of islands. 

Tl<le natives Cahle' ofl" in their carioes laden with turtle, 
some of which weighed th .. ree 01' fOUl' hund'rea pounds, anel 

" ,tBese tbey sold [Ol' a dbllal; or two a-piece; w'e of coul:se 
llad' aldehnan's fare eve!'y day while We continued in these 

2,3. 

30., 

Oct. 2. 

straits. ' 

CHINA SEAS. 
;A't length, havi'ng g6t the ships all together,we hurried 

off, feil.l'ing (with go()d l'easori) that' the north-east mon:' 
sbcin inight set in, or at least that' \ve rirignt' be baffled be- , 
~Wee'n the t\\'o 1f10rispons. The next dely passed to the north­
~ai:~r of Ped'I'a BI'arica, a rock lying off point Romania, 
~iJjd' so called by the Portllguese, on account of its being 
covel'ed with tHe wHite excrements of birds; it, has some 
resemblance to the bass rock in the Firth' uf Forth. Here' 
dIe' Cbine!le ifeas commence, an~l' ships generally take a de­
parture from this rock or point Romariia, When proceeding 
to China. 

Next day (twenty-tom-thOf September) passed Pula Aore 
al1~ Pulo Timon, two islands lying in 101° of east longi­
tude, and of cOllsidel<able height; at this place we expected 
to fall in with Linois, when we would have surprized him a 
little with the force we no#had (asevellty-f<;>ur, a fifty-gun 
ship, two frigates, and a sloop' of war): as there were ho 
appearances, however, of an enemy, tIie lirie of battle ship 
here to;ok leave of us; and returned to Il1dia. 

We this day lost sight of land, and steered for China with, 
i\ pleasant breeze amhtQmpact oonvoy; the weather conti­
nued Ul'lcOfrtrhorily fine for the next fi've days" wheil we made 
Pula Sapata; a've-ry singular rock standing up like a pillar 
in th_mid,dle of Ihe Chinese' seas; it is' perpendicular aU 
ro(mo;,and white lilre Dover cliff's, with innumerable; flocb­
of birds hovering round it, a nd seems asif phlCerl' hel'e b-y 
Prov-id.¢nce l;ls a mark to guide marinersthrou~h those SeM,. 
where so many hidden, dangers abound! 

, TYPlt'OON, OR' TYPHON. 

Hitherto we had been s~liling on vehet, and with w:indg 
IDlWGUlOre felvoui'uhle than ",~e'had'Teas6n toexpeet at rhi!J 
lat-e perivd of the south--we,;t monsoon:-< the scene, howcverj 
now:'began to:shift, an'd'oolir misel"y to commenCe; 

~rh€-sky tliis' day assnmed-fl-very unusuhl Hppeutance;-~he 
sIuns Qf the horizOi1 seemed as if tbey' ~'ere tinged wnh 
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blood; lheblack portentous clouds. that h\mg over us., look. ~ 
ed as if surcharged with electric fluid J and ready every in- 1804. 
stant to burst on our heads! ' . oct. 

In the evening the lightning gleamed. with such vivid 
flashes through the air, that .it was painful to look arou~d; 

. stiH, howevel:, unaccompanied with thunder. The, rain now 
began 10 pour down in such tcir~,nts, toat it actually ap­
peared to be precipitated from tb'e heavens en masse, de­
luging ~very part of the ship. 

" Mean time, in sable cincture) shadows vast/ 
" Deep ting'd and damp, and cougregated clouds, 
" And all the vapory turbulence of heaven, ': 

, " Invoh'e the face of things." 

It had now continued calm for some hours; but soon the 
gale commenced; and lasted, with some interruptions and. 
various alteration~, for four successive days. The wi~d wa~ 
first from the west\vard; but in the course of the typhoon it 
blew from every point of the compass! As it was, however, 
gener/tHy in our favour, we scudded great part of the time, 
and of course made a most rapid progress .. 
Oi It is impossible to describE:( the unpleasantnes~ (I may 2 4' 3. 
:;lay misery,) of OUl" situation during \his period. The first 
twenty-four hours of the gale-demolis11ed tables, chairs, 
crockery ware, and almost every cooking utensil we had on 
,board, so· that we could scarce get as much sustenan~e as 
would' keep soul and body together! " 

To ad'cl to our comfo1'ts, we had generally a quantity of 
water washing about our legs in the gun-room; while- the 
seams .of the ship (coming from a hot country) were so 
open, that the water came pouring down through the deck .. 
on our heads! ' , \ 

The frequent shifting of the wi~d ratsed s11ch a cross tu- . 
multuous sea', that· it broke over us in all directions, c:aul3ing 
tl}e ship to labour with indescriQable violerice~ 

" Through the black night that sits imql~nse around, 
" Lash'd into foam, the fierce conflicting brine 
" Seems o'er a thousand raging waves ~o burn! 
" Mean-time the mountain billows to the clouds 
"In dreadful tumult swelPd, surg~ abov.e surge, 
" Burst into chaos with'tremendous roar!" 

\ 

We this day experienced a considerable intermission of 4t 
the g,ale, and towards noon it so far cleared up, that we 
s(\.w one of the. men of war ~nd two or three of the con voy: 
about this hour, however, and at no great distance from 

VOYAGE TO INDIA, &'C.] G / 

• 
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us, one of ~he frigates (La Dedaigneuse) was completely­
dismasted" and nearly sent to the botto]ln by the violence 
of the typhoon! 

A MIRACULOUS ESCAPE FROM DROWNING. 

The life of one .c,f our seamen was this day preserved in 
sO iniraculous a manner, that- I cannot help relating it . 

He Was in tbe main chaillS' endeavouring to set up one of 
the baclcstays, when a tremendous sea washed him clean 
o·verboard! The ship was then go:ng between nine and ten, 
knots nearly before-the wind, and before she could be hove 
to, he was not less than three qU:Hters of a mile aslern. 

He was distinctly seen, however, from the miz~n top on 
the rise of every sea, swimming very high out of the water 

• an·d seemingly with great strength. FOllr men and two of­
ficers jl~mped int_o the jolly boat,. which was lowered down 
from the stern, at the imminent risque of all their lives, 
and they succeeded in unhooking the tackles and' getting 
clear from the ship without accident. An officer from the 
mizen top directed their route, by pointing with a spy-glass 
towards the man in the water, and in about half an hour 
they succeeded in finding him! He was swimming with the 
utmost composure, his face still directed to the ship, which 
he said he could plainly see from the summit of every wave; 
and knowing by the sails that she was ho"()e to, he had no 
doubt hut the boat was coming to pick him up_ The great­
est difficulty, however, s~ill remained, arid that was the 
getting on board; the ship was plunging and rolling in such 
a manner, that it was very dangerous to approach her: at 
length, during a momentary lull, they attempted to hook 

. the tackles, but unfortunately only succeeded with one of 
them, the consequence of which was, that the ship in 
plunging forward dragged the jolly boat clean out of the 
water, with her stern :uppermosl; of course the men and 
oars were all thrown ont of ,her into the sea! 

'rheir sitqation at this. moment was truly alarming; no 
boat could ae got off the- booms in time, as they had all been 
firmly lashed during the gale. The tackle being in~lantly 
cut that hungthe boat, she luckily fell on her bottom, but 
was as quickly swamped by a sea that rolled into her. The 
offi~:el's and men, however,. who were floating about; made 
sl~dtto_g~t to.the boat. Wll1Ch~ though full of water, was 
stdl suffiCIent to keep thejn'from-sinkinLT' and it was some .. 

, . 0' 1 
tOltlg remarkable that the seaman who had been so oug 

: overboard, was thejirst who regRined the bO"atthis time l 
of. , 
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By ,giving the ship stern wa!!, we got so close tcr them 
that we wtfre ~nal>led to hectv~ them ropes, by which means 
they got under our lee ql.larter,and were :ill saved. 

ARRIVE oN THE COAST OF CHIN A. 

Our progress haG been so rapid during the typlloon, that 
we made :pedrit Branca, a perpe.ndiclliar rock flear 1-1 i:leriem 
bay on the coast of Cbina, about two P. M. Oll the fifth, 
and hove to, to the westward of it, till next IlH)i"uing. hi 
the course of the night the gale increased almost toOl hurri­
cane, and_ that too, dead on shore! 

~ 
I ::;O-l-~ 
Oct. 

. 5. 

The situation of several of the convoy W(I,S now extremelY 
perilous, as tbey were mucb to leeward of us, and com­
pletely embayed,without the ability of carrying suffieient 
-sail to extricett,e themsellfes; and one of them indeed was 
obliged to run in at the I..tmost risque, and take shelter l1,n­
der the lee of a s:tllall i£land, where sh~ lay in sa.fety till the 
gale was over. _ " , _ . 

6 .. The gale somewhat abated to-day:, though s~ill blowiiJg 
with ,considerable violence; we were therefore oblige.,.d to 
-carry a great press of canvas to keep us from settling «;lown 
too far in the bay, expecting frequently indeed, that some 
of the masts would go over the side. 

A tiwourable Islant of wind this day, enabled us to run :in 
between the Great Lama, and a duster of islands called the 
:Nine Pins, where we wer,e soon surrounded by swarms of 
fisbing boats, out of one of which we got a p.i;lot, who of­
fered to take us to Lintilt for eighty dollars; this· being re­
fllsed, he aske~ fifty, and ultimately came down to forty, 
but wouJd on no account accept a smalle-r sum: tb,is heing 
oounted out to him, he very leisurely marched forward tothe 
galley-jire, where he sat down to smoke with (he utmostct>Ol­
:posure-, leavi1lg the pilotage entirely to oursel ves.! On being 
roused up on the .quarter-deck, however, he made some tri­
fli.ng signs with his bands respc;cting the adjacent shores, 
w-hich we could not well comprehend ; .in short, we were 
obliged entirely to trnstto Qur lead, whil<! winding in among 
,those islands; .und there seems to be very little danger, the 
;6lhores being so bold that a ship may run close to them, 

In the evening, while passing the high peak of Lanttiu, 
the pilot made signs to drop the anchor, which we complied 
with: this is the highest mountain Of) this part of the coast, 
.and may be seen.at an imm.ense distance. In every direetion 
~hat we now couldlook,n~thiilg presented ,itself but the 
wHdest assemblage of mouut.ainous islands that it is possible 
to conceiye~ all having a barre 11 ~nhospitah}eap,pearance, 

.' , G £ . . 

7'-
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COME TO AN ANCHOR AT LINT-IN. 

V\T Ii next mornine: got under weigh, and kept working up 
for Lintin, close to which we anchored in the evening, 
abreast of the principal village ion the south side of the 
island, and about ct mile from the shore. 

Lintin lies in the mouth of the river Tigris, about thirty 
miles abqve Macao, and is remarkable for a \·ery high peak 
in the centre of the island; which may be from fifteen to 
twenty miles in circumferent'e. ' 

It contains tlHee villages, besides some slraggl ing cottages, 
and is frequently the rendezvous of two or three of the fish­
ing fleets, that are scattered in such 'numbers over every 
part of the coast. The principal village is (as I have said 
before) on the S. W. side of the island, where there is a 
pleas~nt bay (called <r Lintin bay,") and good anchorage, 
completely sheltered from tbe north-east monsoon by the 
peak. Near this village, at the foot of a little -bill, we pitched 
our tents; one for the surgeon and another- officer, one for 

, the ,sick, and a large tent for the artificerR. 
9.' When we first a~rived here, the weather was so hot and 

sultry, that we gf'nerally slept outside of the tents at night, 
withoufany, danger of catching cold, there being little or 
no dews, 'bllt the most beautiful serene skies imaginable. 

The villagers were a li'ttle intrusive at first, from curiosity 
alone; for they never, d uringthe whole of our stay, attempted 
to plunder or steal the smallest article from our tents, nor to 
molest us in any respect whatever! an, example which I am 
sorry to sn-y, all our exert.ons could not induce our own men to 
jmitate. Tbe proximity of a potatoe field to our tents, was the 
cause of many complaints from the natives, and it required 
all our vigilance to prevent the sailors levying contributions, 
during the night, on this favourite root. As our presenee 
on this island excited the curiosity of every man, woman, 
and chiJd belonging to it; and as our artificers and sick were 
no less ~urious, in view~ng the grotesquf' and novel appear­
ance of tile Chmese vtllagers; we were forced to draw a 
line of <:ircumvallation round the tents, and gi've orders to 
the centlll~ls not to permit any communication, but at cer­
tain slated- hours, when they might negociate as much as 
they pleased. VVe here got fish in abundance, long pota­
toes; and a few other vegetables, the produce of the island; 
but our principal supply was from Aehan, the compredore 

, at . .Mac~a, ~ho has the ('ontract for supplying his Majesty's 
, shIps with lresh beef, and every description of vegetables, 

'whu;::h he s~nt up to us re9ularly by junks; 'illdependent of 
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these we had an extra supply for the us~ of the 
who here became ri'lOre numerous every day. 

sick aione,. ~ 
1804. 

The principal 'complaints ,arriong OUl'seamen in China,. 
, were inteTlizittent fe~·er.~, of the most obstinate kind, Jluxes, 

and some li-ver coroplainls. \V e had often from sixty to eighty 
at this time unabJe to do duty at this island, though no 
part,ieular cnusenppeared why the place should b€ so un­
hecilthy; unlessi t wlas tI,e sudden transition from··an Indian 
climate to tbis;'one . 

• ,u We had plenty of amusement in shooting on this island, 
the 'thicketsbeing well stocked with doves, and the tanks, 
pools, and marshes, much frequented by wild duck. 

The natives on many parts of the river, higher up than 
this island, hav~ a very curious method of catching the 
latter species of'game, by wading out with earthen pots bn 
tl~eir heads, among flocks of these birds, whicn are not 
alarmed thereby, taking them for old ppts; &c. floating; 
down on the tide; having got into the middle of them they 
haul t,hem down by the legs, one after another, until they 
have ~l sufficient mimber under the water, when they return 
to the shore and bring them to market alive. 

There is a watering-place about half a mile from the vil­
lage, at the foot of the peak, where the stream runs through 
a bamboo into the casks 011 a little sandy beach. Tbe wa­
ter, though none of the best, is as good as ciny all the neigh­
homing isles. It may here be remarked, that the water in 
this part of China, is,. generally speaking, of·a very infei·jor 
quality; we were obliged to start some of it overboard 'after 
Jeavlng China.;',· 
. ,As we wished' to have a commanding view of this little 
Chinese Cyclades, a party of us set out elj.rly one morning 
in order to ascend ~he peak, which is very abrupt, ,except 
on the northern side, where it is of somew hat easier llscent. 
On o,ur way up, we had opportunities of seeing several pic­
tures in minature' of Chinese industry : every little rill of 
water that trickled from the summit, was led in zig' zag di­
rections along the sides of the mountain, and imIde to pass 
over innumerable little terraces of padd.1J Of "ice, that were 
fOl'ined on every spot that would be'll' the slightest cultiva­
tion! The other parts of the mountain serveJ to feerl their 
'goats, &'c. The 'goat-herds' cottages, sllfrounded wiLh bean­
tifullittle bowers, peepjng ont here and tbt;re from among 
the rocks and precipices. The peak itself termina~s in 
thr.ee craggy eminences, or huge fragments of rock, that 
seem to have been severed from each oth~rby some stroke 
of lightning, and as, the earth has been considerably washed 
away from about theil' bases, they app,ear as if ,resting on a 

Oct. 
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~ perfect pii1ot; that frn~rnent particularly, facing th~ S. W. 
1804. impends' over a most frightful chain of, precipices. which 
!Vpv. we'could not look down upon without shrillking back with 

horror. \Ve scram bled to the top of tbis, a_nd on firing 
our pieces, tbeconcutlsion of t;he ail' matle IlS almost ima­
gine this pr~jection of r.ock was sli,ding over the horrid pre­
cipice! Were this to give way, it could not stop till it 
buried itself in the sandy beach at ihe foot of the mountain. 

15. 

I could not help thinking, that such an accident would 
pretty well exemplify that beautiful simile in the thirteenth 
Iliad, where Hector is represented like a rock rolling down 
the side of a mountain. - . 

" As from some mountain's crllggy forehead torn, 
" A rock's round fragment flies with fury borne, 
" (Which from the btnbbom stone a torrent rends,) 
" pJ'ecipitate the pondrolils mass descends! . 
" From steep to steep the rolling -ruin bounds,_ 
" At every shock the crackVpg wooil resounds; 
" Still gathering force, it ,mokes, and urg'd amllin. 
"J"eaps; whirls, and thulJders down; impetuous to the plain' 
" Thei'e stops :-so Hector." " 

From this elev~ted situation, we could count between 
twenty and thirty islands sCHttered around in all directions, 
and exhibiting a peculiar wildness al~d variety in their 
features. 

\Ve couldbal'elv make out Macao, on which tile Portu­
gue~esettlement ;)f the same name is built, and which we 
afterwards visited. In the contrary direction· we could see 
the celebrated strait, called the Bogue, or Bocca Tig1'is, 
where H.M. S. Grampus Was then lyi-ng. The north-east 
view preseii.~ed the high blue mountains in thein~erior of the 
country. , _ \ 

Towil-rds the middle of November the weather began to 
get cold ; the north-east monsoon coming down from the 
'bleak,'mountains 'of Cki'fla and Tartary, felt very sharp and 
biting to people just arrived from the burning skies of 
India. 

BOCCA TIGRIS. 
, As we ,expected some bad weather about this time, we 

prepared to move up to the Bbcca Tigriis, where ships are 
well shelLered by the-surrounding mountains. On the 15th 
of November, therefore, we struck our tents at Lintin, and 
removed the sick Oil board, who now amounted ,to 50 (II' 60, 
mostly agues, fluxes, ~nd colds. We lost one ,,£ficer ~nd 
one man wh~le lying-here, whom we buried -with the usual 
cerernonies, 011 the side of a little hill; the whole of the, 
islanders eying the pro'cess with t~~ utmos-t curiosity,. The 
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villag.er'to whom' the ground belonged, did riot fail to ask ~ 
me the ,next day for two dollars, pointing to the grave 1804. 
where the young officer' was buried, and wb'om he had ob~ Nov. 
seryed me frequently vi~it while lying siclion the island-, 

ANSON'S BAY. 

,\Ve this day unmoored" and proceeded up towards the 
Bogue; the }JIlaster having, been sent some time before, to 
take a survey of the passage, and in two days came to an 
anchor in Anson's bay, so named since the time LOrd An-
son refitted the Old Centurion in this place. ", 

It. lies just without, and on the eastern side of the Bogue, 
b.etween 'Annanh.oy and Clwmpee fOl"ts. The shore aU 
ronnd the bay is so shallow and muddy, that there is no 
landing except at high water, 'andthat ~lose under the An­
nan hoy fort, among some sharp black rocks. 

The last-mentioned fort stands on the eastern' side of the 
Bocca, or '~\Juth of the Tigris. It is CJ. small semicircular 
battery, nearly level with the water's ed'ge1 mounting,twelve 
or thirteen old guns, of different calibre, seemingly about the 
size of 4 and 6';pounders, placed on dead cartia~es, and ap_­
parently in a wretched state. On the opposite side, are two 
small forts, situated on two little islands; the distance 
across, I think, is about two musket-shots, or thereabouts. . 

ANN ANHOY FORT. 

These three little forts, then, (if they deserve these 
1Hlmes) form the protection of one of their chief rivers and 
:cities!-So great is their opinion of Armanhoy~ however, 
that preceding each vessel that goes out of the Tigris, a 
pa~sport is sent to the governor of it, couched (as it is said) 
'in the following terms: ",.. 

t( The ship , belonging to the ----- nation, , 
" havi~g paid the proper duties to bis majesty the emperorj 
Ie at this port; you are desired to allow the said ship to pasil 
" Annanhoy fort without blowing het' into the air! 

" Signed ' ' , , 
« ---""--, Viceroy of Canton." 

Such iii the gasconade of the Chinese about ,a fort, that a 
man of war'slaa.nch, armed with a 6arv'onade, would knock 
about their ears ina very short time. " 

T·be Chinese'government give pa~·ticular orders that no Eu· 
';t'opean, or European men of war, shall come near their guri .. 
/to,uses, as they term tbeir forts; and therefore were not at aU 

-'~edto see iuch l~rge lihips close tp the Bocca Tigris. 

16. 

18. 
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Their jealousy or fear was still farther heightened, wh~n t1le 
Dasher sloop of war passed through the Bogue, and ran'up 
as far nearly as I'I'ampo(l: on this occasion very strong re .. 
monstrances were sent to the chief super-cargo by the vice­
roy; but they durst not take any serious steps, the men at 
war keeping them completely in check.' 

SC1JFt'TE AT ANNANHOY FoRT. 
'I'bey did not prevent our going up into the country at this 

pl<lce; but; as we were always obliged to land near the fort, 
th<tv endeavonred to hasten us ofT from the beach into the 
cOllntry; and, 011 our returning again to th~ landing-place, 
they would not allow us to go within one hundred ymds of 
the gate leading into [he fort.-A shooting party of us 
happened one day, in' returning from the cduntry, to 
cc..me to the top of Annanhoy-bill J from whence we 
could view the in,side of the fort, situated at, its base: 
-this exciting ou r cllriosity J we determined to proceed 
flown the hill, till we came to diat part that directly over­
llangs the walls, when we would have a complete bird's-eYG 
view of the interior of this great fortre~~. \Ve descended so 
quietly, tbat we were not perceived by the Chinese, who 
were at this time at dinner; and therefore we continucd 
some timdookiqg directly over the wall that winds along th<r 
brow of the hill, taking a sketch of its internal economy. A 
flight of birds, however, happening to pass by, one of. the 
gentlemen fired his piece at tbem; the noise of which, so 
dORe 'over the heads of the Chinese, produced the utmost 
consternation ainong the soldiers" who, running out into the 
parade, saw a number of armed men looking down upon 
them! They instantly took to their heels, some running 
into the houses, and others out of the fort altogether. 
-After enjoying a, hearty laugh at this I specimen of 
Chinese prowess, 'we descended quietly towards the land­
ing-place. In the mean time tbey had leisure to recover a 
little from their p<lnic, and perceive that we were not come 
with any !tostile intention. This consideration,proba~l.Y" 
~nd a sense ofshallle fot: their late constel'llfltion, enraged 
them to such a degree, that they instantly assembled or) the 
beacb, armed with bamboos, stones, and every thing they 
.could pick up. As Ollr boat was not yet come, and being 
only five or six in number, we began to think we had car­
ried the joke rather too far: however, it was best not,to seem 
in timidated by their numbers, and, accordingly,.we marched 
boldly' to a little gate that opened on the beach, 'and where, 
tbe eb inese were posted., The first of us that passed through, 
received a very rough salute of stones;· andJ~knowing that 

~ , 
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~e durstnot fire upon them, they got' so bold, that one fel-~ 
low'achially seized the muzzle of my mUl?ket, while a second 1804. 
made a blow ,at me with a bamboo: afraid that my g~n, No.,. 
(which had a hair t1:igger) would go off in the scuffle, I had 
the presence 'of mind to stop the lock, which' the Chinese 
observing, conceived I had been cocking it, and instantly 
letting go the muzzle, retreated backwards; in order to im-
prove ibis hint, I levelled the piece at him,- when he made 
for the fort with'as llluch haste as possible, followed by the 
whole train, leaving tIS victors on the field.W ~ preci;, 
pit~lted thei.r flight,_ by firing our pieces over t~eir heads' 
whIle entenng the gate. ' _ . 

PRO:BAfiJ.,E tONSEQUENCE OF KILLING A CHINESE. . 
The viceroy of Canton would, first of all, seize on the 

chief supei'-6illgo, or, as he is here called; the" TIp"l.tlt"";' 
and if' he thou'glit the bhsiness' likely to prove very gerious, 
perhaps all the English wo_uld be arrested: the man who 
committed (he crime would then be de~anded ; for the Chi­
nese hav.e no idea of makiriga distinction between accidental 
arid premeditated murder, as was fatally exemplified in the 
case of the poor gunner of an Indiarnan som~ years ago, 
who was given up, because the wad cif a gun, .fired by the.. 
cQmmand of an .officer, happened to striJ{e a Chinaman ill 
a: boat at soine distance, and pccasion his death! . 

tt has neve'r been kno.wn what became of the poor -fellow; 
some have im'agined thafhe was bow-stringed; while ot\1ers 
think that his eyes were pot out, and that he still lies an im'­
prisoned victim to the narrow policy of the ChiJ;lese'govern-
ine'rit! ' 

It is fo lie hoped for toe honour of Old Rngland, that such 
a cowardly' concession win never again be made to th.e Chi. 
iJe~e, in whose eyes we have suffered considerably by this 
disgraceful affair; they themselves even wo~dering that we 
should so e~~ilygive up a man for obeying the orders of his 
superior officer! . 

SINGULARITY OF THE CHIN'ESE LAWS', , 
lIt: is worthy of l~emark here, toat, by the ~hinese lliws~ if 
the person survive the accidentfarty days, and ,after that .P~­
riod dies, .even in con seq llehce of the sam'e accidt;nt, J:et ,I,t IS 

not considered as a murder. When any case of thiS kmd 
then 6Ccurs~it is best to secure the wourid~d China-ma~, ancl 
have bitil uncJer -the care of Europeans duringth~t spa·ee of 
time;' fot the Chinese would o.therwise perhaps, bring som~ 
nlan who had died' a natural Mafh in the interval, and swear 
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that it was the man who died of the acciden~, ;0 ll~pes o( 
extorting money, and which might be productlve of bad con-
sequences. . 

A boy wounded accidentally by an European, some ye~rs 
ago, was taken to the English· factory at Cal}ton, and wit4 
great difficult):, the surgeon prolon~ed his,lite, until t~ef{)rty 
days were expIred; when he was Immediately sent mto the 
country, and died in two or three days; no notice then was 
taken of this death by the government, as the presctibed 
period of time had elapsed before'that event took place. " 

BO,<\TS ON THE RIVER TIGRIS. . . 
Tbe number of junks, .and bO,atsof all descriptions, tha~ 

are seen passing and repassing between Macao ,and Canton, 
exceeds .a'il calculfltion or belief. Some of tJleir junk~ will 
,carry nearly a thousand tons; and thos~ that track to the 
SUaits of Mabcca, the Eastern Islands, &c. are very 
great curios:ties, containing perhaps two or three hundred 
merchants, each having his separate cabin, or ratbet shop or 
w,arebO\lse. In one of these junks, therefore, may be seen 
almost an epitome of the suburbs of Canton :-ivory-cutters 
and manufacturers, painter~' carpenters, blacksmitbs, gold­
:smiths, ,&c. an with tbeir various articles arranged for sale 
jn,their separate apartments. .' ' . 

The Ohinese work their junks and other boats with asto:, 
nishing adroitness on this river, where they actually seem to 
'fly through the water.. . 

The s'ails are all/made of mats; and are narrow, b~t very 
-lofty. . 
· . ,Sli t pieces of bam boo cross these sails horizontally ~ at 
short distances; and to one end of tbese. is attac/.1ed a bar;;­
'line, leading forward; to the other, a sheet leading aft, by 
-which means their sails stand better, and lie nearer the wind 
than any ,European sails possibly can. .'. . '. 
· . When It blows fresh, and tbey hav~ occasion to reef, they 
lower away the hallyards, aI1d roll up any length of tbe sail 
they pl~ase round the lower. piece' of bamboo, 'thus reefing 
tnell' sUlls at the bottom witb much less difi;iculty tban we 
_can at. the top; and this tbey can' continue to do,. till the 
whole of tbe sail is rolled up, adaptino- it from the ligbtes,t. 
breeze, to the heavic;st squall, w iih thg greatest facility. 
Th~y frequently~ave two or three masts, but'we neversa.w 

.any with top-masts; the mat-sails extending uP. along the 
.masts (which arc generally very tant)to any height. 
· . On each bow of tbeir .iub~s there js always painted a large 
eye, and they ~re astoni~hed (or ,at leait pretend.tQ.b.j;:/w) 
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ti:~t our vessels ~an find their'way 'throt;lgh im~ense oc('~n5 ~\ 
wIthout eyes! " '. 1804. 

Th06e who are brought up to boats are in general pro- Nov • 
. hibited from residing on shore 'till after it certain term of 
~ years, un,less they have accumulated a sufficient sum to pur-

chase a lIttle house, and a piece of land. ,_ . 
Their fishing fleets are extremely well regulated, acting in 

per~ect co~cert, 'lnd no boat presu~ingto an,chor qr weigh; 
untIl the Commodore has made the sIgnal by Gong or beat of 
1'om Tom. . . 

, ' LADItONES. 
The mouth of the Tigris, nay, the whole coast frOni 

t~enc'e to the island of Hainan, is very much infested with 
plr?tes, called Ladi'ones. These are outlawed Tartars and 
Chmese, who, as soon as they lay hold of any boat or vessel, 
not only plunder it, but condemn the cJ'ew to perpetua( 
slavery in the Ladrone fleet. They sometimes, however .. 
relax so far in this respeel, as to let old men gO'ashore on 
pro.mising to send them a certain ransom, which the libe­
rated persoIl'Seldom fails to perfol'm with the most )'(~Iigions 
exactness: fearing, it is prefiUlued, tbat if they did not do 
50, and \'\ere afterWards captur'ed, they might 'stand a fair 

,chance of losing their beads; the Ladrones 'not being 'very 
ceremonious in this respect. . 

The small craft on tbe river, therefore, are ~o terrified at 
the idea of falling into tbe bands of the Ladrone~, that 
when any of .oar boats were proceeding to, or returning' 
from Macao, a whole convoy of Cbjnese -vessels of various 
descriptions were seen attending them, and takll1g advan­
'tacre of the protection they afforded! Such is the confidence 
pl~cedj!1 British tars, even in ~bis remote part oflhe wOJ:ld! 
. To thIS I was OJlce an eye WItness, the Ladrones bavlllg' 

become so bold, that they actually landed at Lintin shortly, 
'after we left it, and plundered some 6f the villages. Th0. mell 
of War-junks even, and manPurin's boats, at this tim~ w~re: 
so frightened, that when a pleasure pa~ty of us wcnt In the, 
Carol'ine?s launcb, from Anson's bay to Macao, we bad a 
convoy of some hundreds of vessels, that came to an anchor 
when we did) and got under weigh whenever they saw us' 
do so 1 

NAvAr, ENGAGEMENT. 

The Cbinese riwratime' fights are rather en,rions" beillg' 
somewhat different from those of Europeans; for then' men, 
of war-have no gUlls} Or at least very few. Instead of these' 

II C ' 
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~ !h~y ha,v~ long slen,cler hamboos, armed at one end W.iL~ 
18<)4 •. pieces of iron,like our boarding pikes, and some like battle.., 
Nov. axes; their other weapons, offensive and defensive, consist iu 

gene)·al· of baskets oj stones~ of qifferent sizes, adapted tQ 
the dist,ancesat which the engagem\'lnts happen to com· 
menc~! ' , 

I had an opportunity of seeing one of thos\! pattle~ once 
between two fishing boats, aocl I luust confes!! they madt1 
¥se of those missile weapons with uncommon dexterity; 
very seldom missing,their adversary's vessel at least, /;lnd not 
unfrequently giving and receiving most woful knocks them. 
selves. "Ve were told that the men of war junks sometimes 
~aITied l,llAtcblocks, Qut we never could see any oJ the.ql.. 

A. :aARBAROUS CHINESE CUSTOM. 

It may not' be unworthy of req1ark h~re, tlia,t i.E a bQa~ 
happens to ~pset on any part of the Tigris, it is against ~h~, 
~eligion and rules of the Chin~se to pick up the unfortu.IH,t~ 
Crf(w! 1 have often enquired what could pOilsibly induc~ 
them to harbour such inhuman and 'uncharitable maxims ~ 
a,nd was told, that when a boat or other vessel w'a,s upset. 
~hey considereq the lives lost on the oc<;asion, as so rpany 

, sacrifices to Joss! (the name given to the Deity;) and th~~ 
there likewj~e existed some laws, which made the man who 
should pick up a drowningperson~ responsible for that per" 
~n's life, in case he or she' should expire in the bont! 

Captain C_, ,of the W __ -. -.. India~\llan, wa,~ 
:nearly a fatal proof of- their strict adherence to, thelle ba,r. 
Qal'ous principles. ,Be was proceeding from the s~cqll:d hap 
where his ship' then lay, to Canton, in a light gig, which, 
bya sudden sguall, and carrying too great a press of'sail~ 
w?s upset; when himself, t\VO midshipmen., ar,Jd th~ boats' 
crew were left fluatil1g on the, stream, supportt'd, by mH~ts, 
oars; and whatever they could lay hold of; in thill !lta~" 
(hey continued nearly an hour, several boats pa~sing a,nd re~, 
passing in the me?,n time, not one of which could be, pnh 
vailed upot), ~ither by entreaties or profened l'ewa,rd,!\ to: 
letld them the least assistance 1 At length oue of thl:! boat'i\, 
cre,w swam off towards q, Chin~se boat, aQd laying hold Qf 

. t,he I;uddel' unperceivec), mog,Qt,(!d thereby into thestt!),n, 
with the agility and resolution of a British tar, seize4 the. 
helm, and foreed the China men to bear down and save his 
sinking shipmates! 'Twas said that captain C~ libel''' 
aJl},: r.ew~rded the bravery o~ th~ gallant s,ailor. . 

fillS circumstance took place III December, while s~.veral. 
of, u.s were P,t, Cil,uton",_ qU,d 1, shQuld ha~dl'y h,we be,liev:e~ ~p~~~ 
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jiqcb inb:m1Ullj~y cO,ul~ e?,ist among ap~9,,1Ie,so polisbed ~ 
as the Chmese are ~upposed to be, had 1 nQt seen ~he partie& lo04~ 

'themselves the nigbt after this ac«ident occulTed. Novt 
I shall !lot attempt tll mak~ any apology t{) my reader, 

for so freque~ltly glancing-at seemingly light awl trhial cir; 
CUm stances ID the cours~ of these sketches; tile general 
features of countries, mann~rs and customs, have long beeJ;l 
Q~linea..t<:;d by .,ble andind('fa~~gable travel1~r!l~ so til at littl~ 
l'E:mains to be collected by the modern visitor, QU\ thli; scat~ 
~~red glea.ning-s: which his predecessors in the pleni~u(:k of 
their harves~s~ ~hollght it. not worth their whiles t{) carry 
~way. A~ our organs 0.[ perceptioQ; bowever, n,re di~e;:ent; 
so the iJillpressi9QS which external objects make UpO\1 them, 
vary in different people; and hence arises a cunsiderable 
,ource -of. enjoyment, in comparing th~ emotions which 
scenes ai1dclfcumstances have prqdll<;~(l in other people'~ 
minds, with those which we feel in oui' own, wben we 
are placed in the ~me s.ituatiQns. ~ ~hall therefore conti­
:(;lue ~o d~pict, in as faithfl,ll colours as I pqssibly can, the 
appearance Qf eil¢h object as it arises ~o my vi~w, the sen­
$a1;ions which it. bas produced, a~d the J:efiecti.ons, which. iJ 
h~ given Ji~e to. .; 

E·~CYRSION FRO~ ANljON's BAY TOW A R))S C ,~Nl'ON._ 
QQ. the twenty-eighth of No~t'1!llber I emharked in conl, .. · 26. 

pany with sev~r:,tl other officers on an. excursi<)n to Canton ~ 
\he weather w:as now so cold, th~t we were ol>lkged '<> mU,Hle 
Q-Urs,elves ll.p iQ all the European clothes. we. co,uld possibly. 
lllUster; a;nd heTe many of l.1S became $ensible of qur- i,m", 
pliovidence in neglecii.ng to preserve, while in ludia) tbose 
In;ticlesof dress which we had brought from .. a northern cli~ 
l1iIate, but whijCh, white frying under the line, we thought. 
we should never Qei,n. need of again. As the distance Was 

, ~ealily fifty miles, we did not negteqt to lay in a sufficient 
'luantity of gru"b, as 'tis tenIled, in. Qrde-r that. the. interior 
~)ight be as w~1l for~ified against the. severity of the season, 
qs the exterior~ anq,lihi.s we found a "ery wise jJTecautioll. -, 

After p~ssing through the Bogue, Tiger island (SO I:: ailed 
~rQms9m;~ faint resemblance whic::h it is supposed to bear 
to a couched tiger,) presents itsel.f on the left ban.d; and i~ 
was abreast of this place that commodore Anson first came 
to an anchor after· entering tll.€ Tigris, to the no small SUi'­

}l:i:/ie of the Chillese at ~lln::"nJlOy fort, wbere they llHa,st~red 
3m.oLly bandin hopes ofintimi,dating hill} ~:rol!n passing tbe 
:Socca Tigris .. On the right h'1.udi llhe~ k~nd IS flat and s~am.­
Pl-l. I:;,I.II;)sjsting chie.tly QLpa,dd1 ~qs~ lUtersCGt€d. by lIlnu-. 



~ merable bran~bes of the river; we here saW amazing Backi 
1'804. of wild duck, ,teal, and paddy birds, 'flying often so close to 
No,,_ Us, that we might almost have knocked thf'm down with our 

sticks, and would in'duceone to su'ppose they were never 
lnolested by the fatal tube or insidious snare. ' 

By the former; indeed, they are never annoyed, unless 
'Wll~ll Europeans, are passing; as the Cbinese contrive to 
entrap a'sufficient number of them, without resorting to' 
any noisy' means, that mi';'ht frightenor render them shy •. 

From Tiger island Jlntif we -got as far as the second bar, 
Dofhing particular presented itself t,o our view. 

Opposite this sand which runs across the riYer, thel'e is a 
stupendous'pag6da built 'on the western ban,k; it is eight or 
ten stories· high, somewhat pyramidical; and full of aper­
tur,es in each square, seemingly much decorated,; we did 
not, however, stop to examine it. 

, , 

PtCTURESQUE SCENERY. 
, Here tl~e scenery begins to assume an interesting appear .. 
ance; in the back ground; high and fantastically shaped 
mountains raise their summits among the clouds, while aU 
around (with very little exceptiQn,) to the feet of these 
mountains, the ground seems a level verdant plain, inter­
sected (as before mentioned,) with innumerable branches of 
the river, and artificial canals. Now it is this last circum­
stance that renders the, scenery so truly picturesque, for a 
person can orilY. see tha,t particular branch on which he is 
S<Iiling" but he beholds with amazement a variety of ships; 
junks, and vessels of every description, gliding as if by the 
'effects of magic, through fields and villages,\vinding among 
castles, . pagodas, and monasteries, sometimes on one s'ide 
of them, iometimes on the other: sailing in an infinite variety 
of directions, and forming the most whimsical, novel, and en­
tertaining prospect I ever remember to have seen!' As we 
approached Wampoa, the" plot continued to thicken," and' 
we could do little else than gaze with a mixture of pleasure­
and astonishment, ~t the interesting scenes that surrounded­
tlS, scarcely a word being spoken in the boat for several miles, 
so c?mplet.ely was each individual'!f attention arrested by th'e 
passlDq' obJects. , 

WAMPOA. 
Wampoa is an anchorage abreast ~f Dane's island, and: 

aistant from Canton about ten or twelve miles; above thil!l' 
plar.e no European vessel is permitted to proceed on any at ... 
tount whatevtr;' indeed ships 6f .anygreat ·draught 'CDuld: 



not go mtlch Farther uP,. 9naccount of the shallow:ness of ~ 
.\he ~ater :"~t this, anchoragetIlay be ~ee~ships fr{jm' e,YelJ 1804 __ 
gr:at lnantllne ~Q~er on. the globe, ~Xcep-t Frauce,there ;NOli. 
,be~ng nOl1e at thIs tune from that country. 
. In viewing tbe variolls national flags flying.on board theit: 
',espective ship!;> at Wampoa, it is highly gratifying to En .. 
glishmen's' feelings"to observe the British, superior in.nutIl .. 
~er to all ,the others collectively: )V~~1,e each individual ship; 
lIke a col9ssal ,emblem <,If the Bntlsh oommerce~ appears 
10 look down with cont~mpt on the pigmy representatives,Qf 
other nations that surrouridher ! . 
, There is'little to be observed of Dane's island, more th~n 
that there is a little village on it facing the roads, while a 
number of villas, pa<>'odas" and mandarin's seats are seen 
~cattered about on tlte surrounding isles, especially near tbe 
banks of the river, where there are hoppo houses, where 
hoats are overhauled, and chops Or permits given by t~le 
officers of the customs: they so far l"espected the pe'J'ldant. 
huwever, ctbatwe were su:fl'eTed to proceed without the small­
est molestation. 
. I had almost forgot to me~'tion, that it is at Dane's island 
wh~reolfairs of honour are usually 'sPottled betwixt EU~'opean 
·gentlemen. At Canton, therefore, to "throw Gown the 
,iauQtlet," it isonly necessary to say, "1)a1U~'s island,.si'l'!" 

, JU~K RIVER. ". 
, Proceeding up by Junk river to Canton, the scenery be­
,comeS more 'and more interesting eVe1"y mile; the marldarins 
.seats more nUlllerolls, the' grounds 'better cultivated, and 
laid Ollt in gardens and orangeries, while large and populous 
:viHa:ges present themselves at evelY winding of the stream, 
.and tend not a little to embellish its banks. But what en~ 
g!\ges a stranger's attentipn more than all the rest, is the 
.ep.dlesfj variety of Chinese ~oats and vessehof eV€l'yde-. 
scription, from the sallpan to junks of a thousand t911s; 
continually pas::;ing and repassing before his eyes: of these 
the most curious and beautiful·· ate, the tea, and passage­
poats. The former are ,long and very handsome, in these 
the tea is brought down from. the, interior provirJees to C~n.;. 
ton, when they have got a fall' wmd they make use of sads; 
.but at other times they impel them along by bamboo poles; 
.ha\'ing a bench .ru~lllinO' along from one end of the vessel 
to the oth.er; on ,each, ~cle., and clbse to the water's edge; 

4luthese ten or a dozen men.(each with his bamboo) stand1 

~ndd~ivethe boat wjthc'Qnsid~rable velo~ity. 



\ BoATS. 
~ , ' The W 11111 poa pas*a~~ boats, ho\\,tver ,-leoti like iittle iMiltih~ ca~ 

1.s04, tIes, so elegantly ate th<!y pail'lt~d :too oecorat(\l1. A d6rlle I'uised 
Nov. several feet above the ded, arid occupying two thifd$ of the ve~~ 

seYs IEitigth;titted ttplilside witli tables, chairs, &c. all of eicellent 
'Workmanship,servesas a oabitl; wliere the paSsengers can sit and 
drink tea, or loll on sofa!!, at theit ease; on the ~ides nre stairs to 
ascend into the cabin, and the vessel itlside and ont, is vlir'nishe'CI 
in the highest stile: these croca§ionaily.make liSe Of sails like the 
tea boats, but tlifly fot the most pait are ~ctilled by oars on each 
quarter. They charge a EJ1ropearl from six to terl dollars for It 
passage in one of these from Cantdil to Wampoa. 

Mid-'way between the t\'l'9 last mentioned plac!'!s, #fi passed 
II beautifMI "Vf'h'ite pagoda, called the Middle Pagoda; it is very 
hlghJ ~leMet, and apparently df exquisite architecttlre. At sdrue 
distat'tte from the factories we passed the ruins elf Hil O Eutopeatl 
fol·ts, caned the Dutch and 17rench foBieS'; olle of them situllted 
on a little island in the middle' of the river. 

DUTCH FOL-LY. 
It is said the Dutch foUv received its mlltte {tom the faTJd,"inlJ' 

('ircull1~tance ~ a party of merchants belorigm'g to 'that tmtrd6 
having obtaiFloo, pennissioFl from the Chinese toetect a ware/WlIs' 
in this, place for thei'r goods, they contrived to ha"e it consttucted 
in sud~ a manuer that it might easily be turned into a kind of fort 
~pon occasion; the wind~",,'is to serV"e for embrasures, and so on; 
having thus far suceeedeel, they cmleeitled pieces of CJillion in 
clJ1Sks, and weFe in, the oct ('If hoistfl'tg them in" ,,-he'll ilnfOl'tfmntelj 
for them, one of the catsksi givirig wa-y-. out rolled (to toe utte't 
surprise of the Chinese) a. piece of ol'd'liauce! as this was an 
((Ttide af eOfflwm'ee wliieh the Chinese were not tery fond' of 
i'}Zpo'l'tirog, ~ey of course ronsed' out M!lriheer'ill avery short 
tune, fmlll hIS p!retelldled:warehouse. Whether this ever aetuaIl; 
occurred, at \VaS fabricated oJ the Chinese I cannot pretend t6 
say., ' 

tHE APPRiOACH TC> CAN'TON 'BY NIG'RT. 
From hence to the EUl'opean factol'ies, tIre crovvdof boats \Va'S 8'0 

immense, that our' progresswasexceedil'lglysloW ; and rtight cartie 
~n befOre we cOltldre1fclitl1e city: this; however, isperhaps the'best 
tIme fol' a sthtnger to approach Canton': for then the concourse 
of bOlltsand ves~els of various descriptions, all highly illuminated; 
the clwp homif!s 011 shore bedecked with ';'re'af rlumberS of gIo;. 
~ular oil-popeT lamps; tHe din of the CBirtese language O1r eV~lt 
sld~; the clangfHir (jf their gorPg's, tbeishrill' tiotes of their muSlc~ 
and the glare of their fire-\vol'li:s, all combiue to fonn.a scene S() 
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novel and striking, that the' impression whid~ it leaves on one's ~ 
memory, enn hardly ever be erased afterwards! 1804. 

It took us nearly all hour, to make our way through the throng DeG. 
on this part of the river,' when the sight of European in rather 
Anglo-oriental houses announced om: vicinity to the factories, 
which are situated on thenorth~eastern 'side of the l'aa or Tigris; 

I 
EUROPEAN FACTORIES. 

The European f~ctor:ies at Canto~ extend a considerable way 
along-the banks of the nVeJ;, at the dIstance of perhaps two hun .. 
dJ~ed feet from the water's edge; they cDnsist Df a range Df very 
elegant houses, each,~having the flag of the nation to. which it be .. 
~IDngs, hDisted from sunrise till, sunset, 'on _a flag-staff opposite to 
~he gate of the factory. 

ENcept the French; this range exhibited in the day-time, the. 
colours of mos.t of the European maritime powers; but the En ... 
glish factory, or rather seties' of warehouses, exceeds aU the others 
hDth' in elegance and extent; in this great and remote commercial 
city, the mart of European trade seems to be fixed at the British 
factofV., , 
He~e it is; that one beholds the bustle oCChina merchants; and 

f1tlople Df-alI descriptions; ~the,mountains. (iH may be allowed the 
expressiDn,) of the most valuable China gDods, 'Of every kind, piled 
up on the beach, to be transpDrted to our ships at ,Wampoa ; 
while the tiny and cOJJjined comme1;ce '!f' other nations, renders 
their represelitatives despicable in the eyes of the Chinese, who 
look upon the English as the most respectable and responsible na­
tion WIth which they have any cDfiuuunication.-As a proof 'Of 
this, it is a well~knDvvn fact, that the English boxes f!f dolla'rs; 
having the Compan!J's stamp on them,. "iIi pass, thrDugh China, 
ljS a bank nDte does through Ehgland; the Chinese never attempt­
ing to. CDunt them, but trusting implicitly to the number markl;d 
thereDn : whereas in their dealings with Dther nations, they take 
special care to count over, ev~ry dollar they receive from them. 
, ~ 

BRITISH FA'CTDRY. 

Before the British. fact'Ory, and extending n'earlyaown to the 
water's edge, there is a very elegant ver(}Tldah, raised on handsome 
pillars, flagged with square marble slabs, and. commanding ari ex": 
tensive view of the river, east and ,west, the Dutch and French 
FoUies.the:suburbs, the southern bank of the Tigris, and a con­
siderable scope.Df th'e <;ou11try: in that direction. 
A~joil~ing this verendilh is the long room, where.the Comp~n!/'s 

tab,le is kept for the super-cargoes; and a ve~y PrI~cely o~e It IS.: 

a dmner being every .day spread here, at WhICh kzngs might Sit 

~own, and consider th'e~selves as H f~1irtg sumptuously I" 
VOYAGE TO INDIA, ~c,] 1 
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Indeed it must be allowed, that the East India directors are 
extremely liberal in the establishments of their servants; and even 
this circuinstance procures them a degree' of respect in the eyes 
of the Chiuese, which the agents of other nations may long look 
for ill vain. ,The captains of the Company's ships have always 
free access to this table I believe, but no others unless by invita.: 
tion: the officers of men of war are always invited here, and 
,treated iu,the most handsome manner by the super-ca~'goes. 

The weather was now so cold that we were obliged to have 
fires in our rooms; for though Canton lies nearly in the same pa,.. 
mUel of latitude as Calcutta,. yet there is a difference of perhaps 
] 5 or '20 dtgl'ees of the thermometer between the two places; 
caused by the mountains of China and Tartary, fl'Offi whence the 
N. E. monsoon blows extremely cool. 

, A stranger arriving in any foreign cQuntry, must of course be 
very much amused with the novel scenes that surround him; 
though many of them may 110t, perhaps, be essentially different 
from those in his own country; but here he cannot fail to have 
amplCi scope for his curiosity, where the inhabitants, languaget 
mallners, cl(stams, even the houses, manufactures, where, in short, 
the q tout-En-semble" is so specifically ditli:rmt to what he had 
been accustomed to see, that he could almost fancy himself tran'" 
!Sported into a new world. 

CANTON, 

Canton, if we may judge by the Chinese maps, 01' by the sub­
urbs, must be, a city of ,great extent. A person may ramble 
for miles through the suburbs, without meeting with anything 
like a termiliation: he frequently indeed comes to gat,es leading.­
into the 1artarean city, when he i~ obliged to alter his course, 
as there are no Europeans permitted to enter that part of the town. 
There seems to be little differellce, however, between thill' and 
the suburbs, in respect to the buildings, as we often had long 
perspective view8 through these gates, into the streets of the 
'fal'tarean city, and observed the same bustle, the same kind of 
shops, and the same general appearance indeed as outside of the 
gates. The'1't,:eets in Cant9n are· very narrow, paved with little 
roulld s,tolles, lIke those of North rarmouth, and flagged close 
to the SIdes of the houses. They are about the width of the rO\\,8 

and lanes of English towns; ft'lal'ket-l'ow in N01'th YarmfJuth, 
v~aring,a striking simili~ude to the general~ty of the streets in thi~ 
CIty, WIth respect to dimensions, the height of the houses ex­
cepted. 

There is no dwelling-house to be seen in the streets here; all 
are shops; they are seldom more than two stories hiO'h, the lower 
or ground flo,or is more properly the ~hop, the restof the hou~' 
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l'/tn'h1g as a store: the door is generally in the middle of the shop, ~, 
with a 'window on each side, near on~ of.'which there is a counter' 1804. ' 
and writing materials, as books, paper, &c. The rest is crammed Dec.' 
on every side with mustas, or specimens of whatever lhey~haV'e 
got to sell. . ' 

There is almost alway~ one of the party sitting at the counter 
writing, or calculating with hi:;; abncI/s, on which instrument a Chi­
nese will. perform any operation in numbers', with us much, or 
more celerity, than the most expert European arithmetician; 

It is amusing enough, to see a Chinese chucking about the 
little balls on the abaclts with one hand, humming the calcula­
~ions in his discordant jargon, and noting down the result with the 
otherham\. They are not very neat in their writing materials,', 
heing obliged to keep con~~ntly I'Ubbing down ,the Indian ink on 
a slab with some water, which they keep by them in a cup; they 
llever ·make use of pens made of quills, but came1s.~hair brush~s 
tied to the end of a piece of slender cane, which they hold in 
their hands in a very curious manner, quite different from our 
method of holding the pen. -

The Chinese paper is very thin, pliable, smooth, and delicate, 
and in a hot country is preferable to European paper, which in 
India particularly, is very l'arely fit to write upon. It seems that 
the great evap~;ration of moisture from the surface of the earth 
in these countries, occasioned by the intense heat of ,the sun, im­
pregnates the bibulous paper of Europe with water,. and is the 
cause of the ink sinking on it. Whereas the China paper having 
a fine gloss1f;su~/ace, the pores of whic,h are consequently blocked 

I up, the moisture is not imbibed; and hence its superiority ,ovel' 
the European, and that kind of the latter, c-alled vellum, or glazed 
over the,rough or p01'OUS. ~he above-mentioned evaporation 
is li~ewise' the cause of all kinds of metals rusting so much more 
in hot climates than in cold. " 

It is said that tradesII\en are obliged to confine themselves to 
particular streets according to their occupations; but witlt very 
few exceptiol)s this is not the case, at least in the suburbs, for in 
almost every street you may see a variety of different kinds of 

- ~hops and manufactures intermixed. Ca,binet-miJ]fers, indeed, 
seem to be an exception, as they generally occupy stl'~et$ by 

'themselves; and some other streets are entirely filled with paitlters, 
and picture-shops . 
• The ivoiy' manufactures always engage a stral}gers attention, 

when at Canton, and in these the Chinese are allowed to excel 
all Qther nations. Their fans in particular are exquisitely formed 
pf ~v,OJ:y,. tortoise-shell, tillag;ee and sandal wood; besides a kin{i 
cl/.lleQ j!lpalmed fans. ,Of thesethefillagree are esteemed the 
most, at least they are the, dearest, being twenty dollars each. 

1£ 
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~ Next the tortoise:.5heH fifteen donarS~ ivo:ry from ~ix to f!Jurfeen 
1.804. dollars each, and:saudal wood,one dollar each. 
Dec. These are what are called first chop fans; others- of illferior 

workm.auship may be. got mUj.:h chea:per •. It is astonishing with 
what dexterity they put on cyphers and coats of arms to any 
article; they are the most exact copyers in ,the world, and are 
always provid~d with books of heraldry, whereby they are ena­
bledl to; delineate any figure in the most correct manner. 

TbeirpoTctilairt or China ware, it is ,well :knowll, has not.t~e 
attractions it used to possess; indeed the Chinese themselves, I.Ii 
a tacit kiIl,d ,of manner, allow our Hedgra,ood, &c; to be equal If 
not superior to their own, long-boasted' mU'lt1,if'aaf ure; of course, 
to curiosity, more than any thing else, they.are Iidwindtbted for 
wh~t they,annually export to England. 

~,'First China's spns, with.e.arly a~telate, 
" Form'd tre gaf tea~pot, and the pictur'd plate; 
" Saw'with iIlumid'd brow, ai1d dazzled eyes, 

. ", In the red stov.e vitl'cscellt'colours rise; 
" Speck'd her tall beakers. wiith enamell'd stars, 
'~""l:ietmonster7joss~s;and .gtganlicjlJrs; , 
." Smear'd her huge dragons with metallic hues, 
« With goldenpurpleo, a!)d cobaltic blues, 
': 'Bade on wIde hilh her porcelain ca.~tles glare, 
" And ~laz'd pagodas tremble in the air. . 

. "Etruria! next beneath thy magichan'ti~ 
" GlidQs.the quick wheel, the plastic clay expands; 
" N erv'd with fine touch" thy fingers (as it turns) 
" Mark thenice bounds of vases, ewers, and unis; 
" Round each fair form in lines immortal trace, 
" Uncopied Iumuty, !tIJd ideal grace. 

" Gnomes! qS you now dissect withhammers:fine 
" The granite rock, the nodul'd flint calci~e, .~ 
" O'er each red Saggar's burniag cave preside, 
I' The hen-ey'd fire-nymphs'bla7:ingby your side 
" And pleas'd OIl Wedgl/Jood ray you ,partial smile, 
" A new Etruria decks Britnnnia's isle." 

Botanic Garden, Canto 2d . 

. Painting is a very favourite art in this city, especially in 
011 colours, both on canvass and glass. 'his curious to see them 
pamtmg on thebac~ of the-latter substance, where things are 
so .. reversed, tha.t one would suppose it an awkward or difficult 
!hll~~ t~ accomphsh, yet they manage it with as much facility as 
lfpamtmg 011 canvass. 

Itis sih~ular that pot one oftheir own landscapes is painted at 
all accordmg to the rules of perspective} of which they do 110t 
appear to ~ave. t~e li!igh~est idea; y.et'they copy ~·all 'kinds of Eur()-
pean drawmgs With lilnmte exadness.' . 



" ~ 

, They are celebrated for their ihappibess in takillgtnemO&t ~, 
strikingJikenesses, dl·awing. every feature with great correct.ness. 1804-. 

,N otwithstandiug which, they seldom give satififaction; and this, DfC. 
is proba;bly owing to their sitting down on these occasions, to 
delineate the fea,tures, and bot to flatter-the varlitlj ,of their cus­
tomers, like some of our fine -milliatme painters! 

There are therefore many laughablelOcenes 'between:the Chi­
nese' aud fEurope,l1ls, all these subjects, when one of the latter 
begins. to find fault with alikeness, the China-man generally 
answe!shim by saying, "no hab got handsome ji:ue,howc3a 
hab lbandwme picture, massa." 

qche Chine8e very seldom use any fil~es in their houses, -except 
for culinary purposes, even in the coldest weather; .'for as tlie 
thel'mometerfa\ls, they colltinue to ,put ,on adriitional olo~hing, 
and therefore counteract the effects of cold, rather by corifining 
the internal warmth, than by theapplicati()n of external ; a 
practice much more rational. and salubrious ,than ,that used in 
Europe. " 
T~e families of merchants so very seldom ,resirie in the hONses 

where the bllsiness .Is transacted, that we had very few oppor­
tun,ities of seeing anydt the Chinese'ladies, except now and then 

. having a glimpse while passing in theirpalankeens. ;~ 
The!>e vehicles are different from those of India; the China 

"alankeen standing upright like an English sedan-chair; where-
as that' of India is horizontal. ' ' , ' . 
. Two poles secured to the sides of the palankeen, and whose 
extremities approximate within eight or ten inches of each other, 
rest on the shoulders of a couple of stout' fellows fot the purpose, 
the ends of the two poles closely' embracing their necks: these 
fellows trot along with ,ratlier a slow pace, and without' making 
that n()ise which -they do in India. 

We were inform!ld, that the 'Chinese gove~ninent did not at.:. 
low Europeans to be carri!ld by its subjects at-Canton; but when 
the Cohong merchants,. &.e .. s.ent invitations to Europeans to dine 
with them, they generally ¢ontrivecl to have a few .. palankeens 
sent to the tpan, in order' to' ,accommodate him and, three 
or .folir others; which,howevci,' was tQ be be considered as Ii 
great mark of attention on their 'side. 

The streets of Canton are so narroW, . aiJd the concourse' of 
people so great, that it is no very easy matter to mak!l:one's war 
through them in the day-time.' ."', ' 

PICJ{-PO'CKETS. 

These circum "tances are indeed very favourable for'a ceI;tain 
c1s:ss of Chinese cltevuiiersd,'industrie, who ,contrive to pick up 
a livelihood by watching ,EuJ'opean8when they leave tlle fac-
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,..-N ''\ tories, and- following them until they see them in a throng or 
180·1,. peopl~, when they generally manage to pluck out their pocket-
Dec. handkerchiefs, and sheer off with the booty. -

Bltt this is not all; if they see an European of dimi11utive sl:ze, 
pr seemingly '{t'eak, timid, or alone, and at allY distance from 
the factories, tHree 01' fbur Of the~e fellows 'will ~eize him ill 
the m:~ldlc of the street, aild instantly 1·ffle him of every thing 
he may happsn to have about, him at ,the time! the people in 
-the shops tamely looking on, 0.' perhaps appLauding the rascals 
if they execute their manrenvres very adroitly. 

To a scene of this kind, I was once an' eye-witness. When 
another 6fficei' and myself prevented a gentleman of the G--s 
being despoiled by these miscreants. They had seize~upon him, 
pinioned him, ami were 011 the point of stripping him, whell we 
!tove insight, ahd forced them to abandon thei~ intended prey! 

If ·the inhabitants i"enrler no assistance to the stranger when 
assai.led and robbed in their streets, I must, indeed do them the 
justice to say, that they Tjever take the part of their country­
men when they happell to be detected, alld evellpunished by the 
Europeans. -, ' 

Cunning and adroit theref{)fe as the Chinese believe themselves 
to be, they are sometimeB foiled in their tricks, as the follqwing 
inoident, which occurred about this time, (and was well known) 
will evince. 

An officer who had a room contiguous to mine in the factory, 
and who, like myself, had lost a number of pocket-handke1'Cllio/s, 
suggested one morning the follow scheme, which was instantly 
put in execution. . 

. A very elegant handkerchief was· selected, which he fas. 
tened, by means of a few stitches with a needle, to the bottom 
of his coat-pocket; one corner was then allowed to hang out 
in a very inviting manner, and having armed himself with a 
good Er-glish oak sapling, he sallied forth iuto the streets, in 
a careless manner, while I kept at a convenient distance astern, 
in order to intercept or cut off the retreat of a flying enetllY. 

He "I'3S too tempting an object long to escape the notice of 
the" knights of industry," and accordingly I yery soon observed 
one of them' making sait after him: on coming close lip, how­
ever, he seemed to hesitate, as if the sight of the British oale 
llad raised some qualms of alarm in his mind: but the beauty 
of the handkerchief was irresistible; and Fukki~s avarice at 
length_ getting the better of his timidity, he ranged a second time 
close up to him, a~d (while a number of the honest citizens eyed 
him with great satisfaction from their shop-doors), he in a mas­
terly manner made his coup de main on the tempting prize 1 

, The officer, whol though apparently saulltering about in a. 
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careless manner, was, nevertheless keeping a sharp look -ont, 110 r-A--.. 
soolicr fe)t the electric twitch behind, than wheeling round with 1804. 
a velocity that left Pukki no time to Hlleer ott, he instantlygrap- D/ic. 
pled the culprit hard alld fast by the llIahomet's lock, which 
was coiled up into a knot on the c!:Own of his head! This ma-
llreuvre was so dexterously executed, and so unexpected, that a 
kind 'of involuntary _peal of applause burst from the whole of 
the Chinese spectators! The ,officer-, who was a very athletic 
yo~mg man,no~v began his chastisement of the pick-pocket, by 
belabouring hill] in a most terrible manner, draggilig him from 
one end of the street to the other, to the infinite astonishment 
of the inhabitants, 110t one of whom attempted"to rescue their 
countryman from the rude discipline of the British tar! 

This lesson had such an effect on the whole of the pick-pocket 
tribe, that for a considerable time afterwards, they had a natural 
aversion to coming near us, especially if any parts of our hand­
ke·n:hiefs should happen to be hanging out while passing al~)l\g 
the streets. 

SAILORS HAVE THREE DAYS LEAVE TO CANTON. 

As it is an established custom in th~ Et~glishChina ~hips, that 
the sailors have three, day sliherty to go to Canton; and as they­
generally form parties of twenty or thirty at a time from one 
ship, many of whom contrive to be" Ita?f seas over" during 
the greater part of their leave; it may easily ,be cOllceived, that 
a number of the most ludicrous scenes take plaGe between the 
Tars'and Chinese: in: fact a day seldom,passed without our wit-:-
n~ssing some of these. ' 

HOG-LANE. 

Hog-lane, the general rendezvous of sailors; and the Wapping 
of Canton, opens at the corner of the British factory; and here 
Jack gets eased of his dollars, and drunk into the bargain, vf!-ry 
soon after his arrival; in short, to the debauched lives which the 
sailors lead during these periods, ~nd the cOllsequ~nt indirect 
debility illduced thereby, may be ascribed in a great degree, the 
sickness and' mortality that prevail on board the China ships at 
Wainpoa every season. ' 

ANECDOTE OF A SAILoR. 

The following ,anecdote related by a captain of an Indiaman, 
and which,he said, happened under his own iuspection, ~iIl give 
some idea of the manner ill whichthi:; three days leave IS some-
times spent. .' ' I 

"Amon'" a party of sailors to whose turn it came to have 
leave "for O:otOl1, there wa~ found one, who (in the sea phrase) had 
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~ bowsedu]J ltisjib rather too nlllch'in the course of tlle moming. 
1804., His Ulcssmntes, however, handed him into .the boat, and took 
Dec: . llim along with them to town. Here he plied the artack bottle 

with such assiduity during his stay, that in fact, at the expiration 
of his leave, the party brought him on board in full as good 
.~aifillg trim as when he left the ship! A few days afterwards, 
when his intellects g()t a little clear, and the hands were turned 
up to move the ship to the second bar, the sailor went aft and 
complained to the captain, that he had not yet had his turn of 
leave to Canton! peTempt,orily insisting; that, to the best of llis 
recollection, he had not been OVer the ship's side since he left 
Grqve~end! s'o complete a state of intoxication had he been iu 
during bis trip to Ca:ntoh!" " ' 

Every China-ill;3u al~l{)st in Hog-lane goes by sC)me name that 
. may attract the notice of the sailors; as Jolly-Jack, Ben-Bob­
stay; 1'om-Bo'l2lline, &c. which he has painted on the outside of 
his shop; besides a number of adve~i$ements; indited by tars, 
in the true nautic idiom and style; which being copied. by Fukki, 
and cominitted to the press, exhibit on'each side of the street, 
a Chinese editi&rt of the most ludicrous specimens f!f English 
literatU1'e, that are perhaps at present extant in anyone col­
lection; 

" Their names, their' trades,"spelt by.th' unlettel"d muse, 
" The place of' 'fine adver-tiscments' supply; 

" And many an 'UlI£'Outlt line' around she strews, 
. "That teach' whe1'e Jack may grog and pic/m'es buy." 

It is hardly necessary to remark here, that the Englisll sailors 
are most completely duped and cheated by their Chinese friends, 
who have in general pickedup a few sea-terms, with which they 
lure them into their shops when passing throygh the st~·eets . 

. It is no small amlisement to listen to the dialogues that some­
times take place betweel~ the tars and Chinese on these occasions; 
the foriner being generally ·half drunk while on shore~ and the 
latter being a velf good-natured race of beings: the consequent 
1·e/a:ration which the sailors feel, gives play to all that ~ea-.wit 
and dry hi.,~oll~\\;hich· characterise the }j~iti$h seamen> especially 
when III a toreign ,country. . " ~ .' 

A CURIOUS DIALOGUE. 

The. following is a specimen ~f' one of those curious dia-
logues. , _ ' 

Coming out"of 'a- shop cine day in Horr-lllne, 'the sight of a 
jolly looking t~il' advancing up ti;>\vardstkdoor, induced me to 
stop till IIC ohould go pa~t: a t{li/or, however, who stQod iil the. 
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door'of his shop~- opposite to where I was hailed him, with 
the common salutation of, " D-n mine eyes, SIwek! vat fate? 
vat want buy?" The sailor, who had just,come to town, turning 
carelessly about, and entering the shop, replied, " Wlwt 7£ant 
buy'? why you mallet-headedporpus! I want to buy a Welslt wicf 
WITJ-I :;LEEVES TO IT." The China-man (to whom the campI::' 
mentary epithet was equally as unintelligible as the delnalld of the 
Welsh wig,) . taking it to be some article of dress, handed down 
a pair of blue trovvsers from one of the shelves, and asked him 
if it was ,i dat dere fashion."-No," cried the tar; U D-mu 
my eyes, this is no more lik~ a Welsh wig with sleeves, thai) a 
P()11lld qf tobacco's like a pUI1('heon of Turn." . 

The force of this outre simile was likewise lost 011 the poor 
tailor, who, however, perceiv,ing that he had not hit on· the 
right article, continued to hand down one thing after another~ 
until he nearly ransacked the whole shop; the son fff Neptune. 
all the whil~_pouriug out a torrelltof nautic jcst~alld sarcaSll1S 
on the fat China-man's stup£dity; who, by this time, having bis 
patience pretty nearly e}'hausted, a[!g bundling up his wares, 

,somewhat peevishly remarked, that "he no could. savez dar 
darrltl (ashton! but if Shac~ would bring masta, he would fIG b 
make in two days." The tar now fixed upon' a red baize night­
cap, and explained to the tailor how he was to put sleeves to it, 
at which the China-man laughed very heartily; but knowing the 
hUl11oU1' of thesailol', h!), complied, after the latter had depositeq , 

I a dollar by way of security; th_en taking the bell 7'ings of the 
shop, he marched further 011 to make some other eccentric 
bargain. 

SKIRMISHES IN CANTON. 

These scenes, nevertheless, often shift from' the comiG< to the 
tNlgi-comu, nay even to.tragic sometiJlles. 

The sailors t'llhen drunk, . and ill any cOllsiderable bodies, fre­
quently make most destructive. ravages among the brittie wares 
in the China shops; ~\'hiJe the Chinese iii their turn, on catching 
any straggling or detached parties of sailors, give them occasion­
ally the most unmerciful bambooings ! 

One day in particular, wken a great number of men ft;om the 
China shIps (besides two or three boat's crews fi'ol1l the meH 
of war) ha_d come to town, a kil!d of " joltijiatiou" (a.'> they 
termed It) took place between the tars of the t'wo services. ThecolJ~ 
sequence was, that after" shaking a jete; cloths in the (find,". 
they sallied forth in quest of fun; or, (in one of their own phra­
ses), . to kick lip a dust among those outla1ldish fellows, the 
Chinese! . 
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Various were the skirmishes w'hich, occurred ill the different' 
streets, during the whole of the day: Lut towards evening, when 
they began to muster str~H1g on the water~side, and especially 
when their wounded and disabled messmates joined them, the 
lJational spirit took fire, and acoul/cil 0/" '(/Jar being held (not 
indeed in the most formal manner), it was determined instantly 
to make a "sortie" up flog-Leme, and down Cltina-street; a 
route whose topography is well known to most sailors who visit' 
Canton: a kiud of avant-guard was dow formed, by selecting 
a band of the stoutest among them, who being well armed with 
Penang~la'l/Jyer's'x" opened the campaign, by making a most 
strenuous application of the said weapons to the shoulders of 
every China-man whom they met in the environs of the Euro-
pean factories! ' ' 
, The Chinese, not all accustomed to such rough treatment, 
quickly took to their heels, without waiting to remonstrate; but 
this expedient availed them very little, for'their assailants weilt 
at least two feet for their one, and 7'epeated their unwelcome 
app'lications so often, that they w~re glad to kick off their 
'!:e1oodef/-soled shoes, and fly in· all directions with the utmost 
'precipitation! many of them jumping into the water to avoid 
the fury of tne tars, while the grand Qody pres3ed up Hog-lane 
mo~~ closely pursued by the enemy! A scene of havoc now 
~nsued, which, though not equal, perhaps, to the sacking of Troy 
or S!Jr'Gllse, was yEt sufficient to give the Cantonese a tolerable 
specimen of the prowess of the BnOtish tars. 

Many a picture, chilla bowl, and mandarin went to wreck, in 
the course of this expedition; and the invaders would have car~ 
ried their victorious arms through the whole of the proposed 
route, had not their further 'progrl'ss been checked by securing 
the gates leading into China-street, and forcing them/ to return 
by Hog,,}ape, where (by the bye) not a China-man dared to shew 
hi~ face! 
, On their arrival at the jetty, however, they found a consldevable 
riumber of watermen from the boats and jllnks ill the river as­
sembled in battle array; but these ,,,ere a class which the British 
tars held, of course, ill the lJlDst sovereign conten~pt, cOlJsider~ 
ing them as a set of out {anc/ish lu/)bers, \;ho arrogated to tl1Cm­
selves the odignUjed appellation (!to sailors. 

Accordmgly they experienced ~lIch an onset from the Euro,­
peans, that they almost instantly gawe ,·way; and those who had 
not the g,opd fortune to )ump into bOflts, tholl,gh at the risk of 

'" lI.o!>p('cics of heal'v cant', !(l"Ov.i'ing in :\l::,.I,'ccn, and the adjacent isle" 
and wl,ich u.<"d to bp. thE' p:·incipal dispel/SO· ofYJ:ot"p <It the new settlCf)lCllt 
qf Puulo I'(-Bang; IH:Lct; it gl~lt the Harne (;~. l·t.:/U-,-ilf;-!£CilJ/f..'1'. 
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broken legs, were feign to put up with plunging into the ri\'er at ~ 
the risk of dl'oVl'ninO"! ' ' 1804. 

By this 'time the ~entlemen of the' factory we I'e applied to; Dec. 
who quieted the sailors'in a few minutes, aod peace was com­
pletely restored. ' 

STREETS IN CANTON. 

In the streets of Canton a cart or waggon is never seen,' and 
even a horse very rarely; one sometimes sees crossing the mid­
dle of a street" a flight Ot twelve 01' fourteen steps ascending; on 
the top of which is a plane of three, four, or fiv<t yards in extent; 
then the same numbe\' of descending steps: these are the' arches 
of canals, that run up under the streets from the river to the in­
terior part of the, city, on which are passing and repassing boats 
with merchandize, while those who are walking over them know 
nothing of the matter. 

Bales, and other packages of whatever size, are carried ,on the 
shoulders of Chinese by means of bamboos, some of which (if 
the package be large) are made fast to it" while oth,ex long piE'ces 
of bamboo pass under these again in various directions, until 
they get a sufficient purchase, when they,shoulder their burden 
and trot off with it like a swarm of ants carrying away a, cock­
xoach. Individuals make their bundles fast to the extremities of 
a bamboo, the middle of ,,,hich rests across their shoulders, and 
thus they move along at a good round pace, at every step crying 
out in an audible voice, « Li! Li!" Of clear the ,\;ay ; which is :1, 

species of music one is continually regaled with in the streets of 
Canton. 

The elasticity of the bamboo renders it much easier for a 
Chinese to carry a heavy burden on his shoulders, than the kllots 
which the English' porters use, could ,possibly do; and besides ' 
they can go at a'much quicker rate. , ' , 

One sometimes me~tswith aT) inferior mandarin riding through 
the streets, but it is very seldom that any vehicle but the palankeell 
is to be seen. ' 

.D RA)I ATIC REPft ESENTATIONS. 

It is well known how passionately fond the Chinese are of 
dramatic r'epresentations; so ,much so, that a kind of annual tax 
is laid on the inhabitants pf each principal street, and a honse 
being pitched tlpOl'l, a theatre is erected in frollt, one story hi(6'h; 
~ecorated with the images,of monstrous animals, slIch as flyIng 
dragons (a very f$lvourite figure among the Chinese,) centaurll; 
and fiel'ce-Iookinw warriors, each having six or eight arms. , 

Here the disciples ~r Roscius perform from morning till n~ght; 
to the infinite gratificatioll of the' spectators) who ~If(: sometimes 

K '2 
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~ in crowds of three or four hundred, rendering the passage through 
1804. the street extremely difficult. Though we often stood for hours 
pee. observing them most minutely, we very seldom could make ont 
, f either the story or plot. Indeed tbe Cbinese- taste for theatricals 

will not do them much credit; for however they may be polished 
otherwise, yet in thj5 respect they smack very mud) of the rude 
and barbarous. Fantastic and strained gesticulations, turgid ex­
cl~mations, forced and unnatural action, with gaudy and tinsel 
trappings, seem to be the principal objects of admiration on the 
Chinese st!!ge! 

As for their music! (A polio forgive me for disgracing the 
name!) it is so execrable, that I think the cries ~f jackals, the 
howling of 'lC'olt'CSj the braying of asses, and cptertf)auling of 
cats (could they be united into ort"e cOllcert,)-would fprm a di'vine 
symphony, when compared with the Chinese discord! -
I This, however, is only to be understood of the plays publicly 
exhibited in the streets, for it is very different when these are 
acted in the pri'l,'ate houses of gentlemen; where the music call 
be heard without pain, and the other parts of the drama afford 
infinite- amusement to the European. '/ 

The d1'Gmatii; persona:. are all males, Of males and emascu­
lates: of this last circumstance, however, we c,Ould only judge 
by the voice, which, in many of them, had a good deal of the 
eunuch tenor; Whatever they are, so excessively fond are they 
of acting, that it is very common to see them faint away, through 
the ~trenuous exertions which they, make to carryon the repn;:­
sentation after their natural powers have been exhau:sted! 

~ A LAR~E JOSS-HOUSE. 

. Before qescribingone of their private plays, I cannot help giving 
a slight account of the celebrated Joss-house, and residence uf the 
hoI!! pigs, which is situated over the river, and nearly opposite 
,to the factories; a place worth seeing by any European that visits 
Cant0l1. Having got. the Company's compredol't to go with us, 
~nd explain any thing we wished, a party, or us crossed the river 
Hi a small vessel, and proceeded throuo-h the suburbs on the other 
side until we c~l1le to the gate, on pa;sing which, we observed a­
huge colassai gIlt statue, on each side in a niche of-the wall. 

The one on the right is in a fighting posture, with a frightful 
countenanc-e; the other seems to be dispensing laws: the com­
prenore told us they represented IT'ar and peace. 

The waH that surrounds this joss-house, or rather series of 
joss-houses, includes a space of several acres, throughout which 
tire scattered a ~) e:lt 11L1\l111er of temples, and other places. of 
,rurs!Jip, which ~t i=; impossiLle fOf me to describe; as they areaH 
,[if;"'!f'nt {'rein E'~,:h nther, ;:wd filled with innumerable statues, 
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altars," and symb9ls of religion, very curious to behold: throu.,.h 
these edifices we rambled for-Beveral hours, and after aU lef; It 
ntunber of places unexplored. 

71 

~ 
-1804,. 

RESIDENCE OF THE HOLY PIGS. 

At length .w~ came to the place where the sac red or holy pigs 
are lodg~d; It IS a small square on the ground floor, kept very 
clean, 'wlth priests 'lliways at hand to attend on those eleo'ant ter­
restrial deities.! Except the venerable marks of hoal'ytime, 1 
could not perceive any thing in the countenances or figures of 
those'objects rif adoration, that entitled them to rank above their 
b}'ot hers ip the sty of the poorest cottager! . . 

We asked the c@ll1preclore if this was one of the sublime doc- -
trines of Confucius'? but he knew no more of Confucius, than 

, he did of OLiver Cromwel. . 

A CHINESE TREAT. 

It is customary for the cohong or government security mer­
chants, to give frequent and very sllperb treats to the EUfopeam' 
at Canton, especially the Englisb, during t\le winter season when 
the ships are in China; at one of these I was once a guest, and 
so highly gratified, that I cannot help giving a sketch of it. 

One of the principal of these cohong merchants sent an invi­
tation to the t!Jpan, the super-cargoes, officers of the men Of war 
and India ships; and indeed to most of the European gentlemen 9f 
different nation~ then at Canton, to a dinner at hishollse at seven 
in the evening: 'a liule before the appointed hour, a few palau­
keens came to the factory to convey the typan al'ld three or fo;.{I' 
others, which is looked upon as a complimelle . 

Ir happened by chance that I got one of those vehicles; 
though before I was half way to the merchant's house,. 1 heartily 
repented of the honour done me; for passing through a .arrow 
street at a considerable distance from the factories, $omething 
sti'uck the pahmkeen so violently, that it was dashed to the ground 
011 its broadside, and myself very much ~tunned. 

I was not in a very pleasant state of Il'in.d at this moment, a!! 
_ I expected to be robbed at least, and perhaps ualllQooed mto 
the -bargain! 

It musf, however, have been from some accident, not design; 
for the bearers illstalltly shouldered the pnlaukeen and trotted 
off, as if nothiug j1ad happened, setting me sofe down at th~ 
-gate of th~ house. Hlivillg pa~sed the outer gate we crossed a 
court, and entered through a door into a l:.lrge hall, on one 
side of which wa~; a vel)' gaudy theatre, and en _the other the ta­
bles spread out for dillller •. 

Dec. 



78 DESCRIPTIVE SKETCHES 

~ Into the theatre opened several doors for the actors, &c. and 
1804. ihto that side of the hall where the tables were laid, opened two 
Dec. I. or three doors that led into withdrawing rooms, where other ta­

bles were laid, covered with variou3 kind~ of sweetmeats and 
preserves . 

.Immediately after .our entering; the actors commenced, and 
carried on the representation in a much more chaste and animated 
~tyle, than any thing we had before witnessed of this kind at 
Canton; in sllOrt lUany of us fancied we could make out tolerably 
clear the'thread 01' plot of the drama; arill they did not so fai' 
" overstep the modesty of nature," but that we -could see plain 
enough with what passions t'bey were occasionally agitated. 

Their music, wllich consisted of a great variety of wind. and 
sfringed illstmments, was much less discordant than what we 
had been accustomed to hear at the· plays represented in the 
streets; yet it was still devoid of the s.\uallest pret(fnsion to har-
mM~ -

The col lOng merchant and a few of his relations gave us a very 
polite and hearty welcome, shewed and explained every thing to 
us iil_the most kind manner imaginable; but the women were 01 
course excluded: the male children, indeed, came out and dine{l 
with ps, sitting on our knees, and eating off our plates with the 
utmost familiarity; boys of five, six, and eight years .of age be­
llaving with the utmost decorum, and as easy in their manners 

, :;ll1d depol'tment as the most accomplished courtiers! 
Before dinner we ranged .ourselves in front .of the theatre, and 

paid great attention to what was going on; at which the actors 
seemed highly delighted, and strained every nerve in order to 
exhibit to the greatest advantage. . . 

'Ve were soon called to a more substantial entertainment; for 
by this time the tables gr.oaned with a profusi.orl of the most sa- '. 
voury viands, European as well as Chinese: ' They were inter­
spersed in 'such a manner, that every pers.on c.ould help hililself 
to dishes dressed a to, mode de LOlldrcsJ Dr a la mode de Canlou; 
which ever he might prefer. . 

I t was ludicrous enongh to see the auk ward attempts which 
mallY of IlS made to imitate the Chinese, by eating with chop­
$ticks; the. Chinese themselves could scarcely maintain their 
gravity on these occasions. 

The cllOpsticks are formed of small pieces of ivory, or wood 
tipt with ivory, silver, &c. about eight or nine inches long, and 
nearly of the thickness .of common black-lead pencils. A China­
man holds a couple of these in the fingers of his right hand, 
Ijk~ pens, and manages them so dexterollsly, that he can pick up 
a smglc grain of rice bet\weu their extremities with Ule greatest 
('(}sc. 
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, As the Chinese live mostly on h~shes, or at least have their ~ 
meat always cut into small pieces, these implements are very COl1- 1804. 
venient for them to eat with; but for my own part, after just Dec. 
tasting one of these meSSes for curiosity's s!rl\e, with chopsticks, 
I deserted it, and applied myself to good beef, turkey, and 
hams, as being more congenial to the :English palate. 

There was the greatest profusion of the most excellent 'Wines 
of every description; and as perhaps upwards of one hundred 
Europeans (besides Chinese) sat down to dinner, the novelty of 
the scenes around us, conspiring with the good cheer, did not 
fail to render this banquet a picture of hilarit!l and festivi~y. 

The idea of a large company assembled from various distant 
nations, and sitting down in this remote quarter of the globe to 
enjoy the sociaL hUll!', could hardly fail to impress the mind with 
a sense of the inestimable advautages which society has del:ived 
from ch:ilizatioh and commerce! I 

I', . 
--~-' -" The nobler works of peace 
" Hence bless mankind, and generous commerce billlh 
" The round of natiolls in a golden 'chain 1" 

The healths of their M,~esties, Britannic and Chine.;e~ 
were drunk with great glee; the Chinese drinking wine, in com­
pliment to their guests: iu general; however, they drink a liquor 
called samsoo; a very favo~irite beverage in this country. 

• I 

SAMSOO. , . 

This spirit is considered so deleterious to the European con­
~titution, that when ]jien of TVaI' are Hellt with convoy from ]n­
dia to China, an order is generally inserted ill the public order­
book of the ship, most strictly enjoining the captain and officers 
to use their most strenllous exertions in preventing the smalle~t 
quantity of samSGO cOI~ing on board, while the ship lies in 
China:, as it is found (~ays the Qrder) to be" poison to the hu­
man frame." This is certainly a very wiseprecautioll; and it is 
to be wished, that the same order WEre extended to the w'i'ack 
of india; fOl", after all that is ~aid of it~ it is no more a poison 

,thall that kind of the latter drink 'rhich goes by the name of 
Par/a R(1ck, especi~lly ,,~hen new. It is distilled froin rice, as 
the arrack is; yet it has a somewhat ?ifferent taste *. I have seen 

'i; ]3ontius, a Dutcl, physician,' in a small treatise on Oriental Disc:tse~, 
published in 1629, speaking of the 13atavian Dysentery, sax" "Tbe prIncI­
pal quse of this disease, is the drinking an inflammatory hquor called aI'ac, 
wl,ich the Cltinr.se 'l/1uke of' rice and the /lOlvthuria, or what we used to call 
quaMin aI' q~(J(lil1l, in n,;!land, :L'hese, lLOlot/l1lri~l have ,so pungent a heat, 

. tl\at the touch of them ulcerates tbe ~kllJ, and raIses veSIcles, Happy were 
it fur OUl: sailors that they aral.k more moderately of ~his liquor: the plains 
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~ many of the sailors, while we lay at Lintin; perfectly intoxicated 
1804. with it, in spite of our vigilance; and I was well convinced that 

many jars of it went off to the ship, yet I never saw any of those 
dreadful consequences that are said to result from drinking it; 
Deverthele~s, as it is cert~inly very prejudici~l to the health~ of 
the men, \t behoves the ofhcers of SlllpS 111 ChlUa to guard agamst 
its coming on board as much as possible. 

DIRD'S NEST SOUP. 

I here for the· first time,among a variety of other luxuries, 
t3sted the faml)us bird's nest soup, so much esteemed in China, 
that it is said they pay an equal weight of silver fer the'nests ; 
and it forms a considerable branch of commerce. 

It is the nest of a sn:iall .bird that breeds among the cHfJs 
and' rocks of the Philippine and other eastern l!jles.· It is 
said, the bird collects thi~ glutinous substance fx:om the rocks 
on the shore, and likewise from the ~ea, while skimming along 
its level surface, and is supposed to come from the sell-weed; 
of this the bird forms its nest; which, fmm its adhesive quality, 
sticks to the sides of caverns, and the. pi'ojecting parts of rocks 
and -precipices, safe 'from the rude assault of every animal but 
man! who no sooner found that it could bl' converted into that 

. universal objtj::t of adoration-rrwney, than he was scell sus­
pended from the craggy eminence, or exploring the murky cave, 
and despoiling the poor innocent birds of their peaceable h,abita­
lions, ill Mder to indulge the pampered appetites of luxurious ~ 
epicures! 

I hope the reader will pardon this little digression, \vhen he 
qmsiders that for pis information I voluntarily tripped off froIU 
the fe$tire board, to ,,,ander among rocks aud caves in the Phi­
lippine Islands. 

SHARKS' FIN S. 

Sharks' jins, of which the Chinese make a very nutntlOus 
soup, form likewise an article of luxury among these people; 
there is a considerable trade in that lille carried 011 between this 
country and the :r..blabar coast, where ther~ is a fishery for the 
purpose of taking sharks. Both these dishes, but particularly 
the birds' nests, are reckoned by the Chinese to be exceediIigly 
nourisi)il1g, and stimuli of a particular nature. 

of Indi~ would not then be protuberant with the innumerable graves of the 
dead !"--. B():';TIus, page 16.. ' 

The h(}iothuria is a small marine animal, (belunging to the order of ver­
mes mollusta), commonly measuring eight inch~s ill l;;n~th wb'cl"I de:id, hut 
alll'e If ej(tend. itself to more than a foot, or contracts it,elfilltn a ball. 1t9 
~ck is c:')YCl"cd with a variety of fleshy pyramid-like nipples, and the belly 
WIth cyhllcirlC tentacula:. it dwells near the shores where tbe water ,carce 
rises to a. fathom's height. 
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, After <limier, a most elegant dessel't 'covered the tables, con· 
~isting of all the fruits of the season, with all the sweetmeats and 
delicacies so much used in China: the 'wine in the mean time 
tirculating with an increased velocity after each toast. 

, SHAl\f hCHTS j &c. ON TI-IE STAGE. 
Our attentions were now once more- directed to the represen. 

tation, which was evidently historical, and seemed to be taken 
ii'om that period of their history in which the 1'artar pl'inces' 
mounted the throne of China; for towards the end of the play, 
a most bloody battle was' fought between the Tattars and Chi­
~ese, in which prodigies of valour and agility, or rather decep­
tion, were performed. Heads were here seen dissevered in a man­
ner from the bodies, and dangling by a small piece of skin, 
while the combatants were carried -off the field! Some were 
tranifixed with darts and javelif!s, the points of which ,ve could 
plainly 'perceive projecting at the opposite sides of their bodies; 
while others again, with battle-axes wedged into their sculls, 
seemed to delug~ the field with gore.' How they managed to 
perform these deceptions so well, I confess 1 could not make 
out; yet the actors were all yom1g lads. ' 

, This sham-fight lasted about a quarter of an hour, accompa­
nied with the most savage ma,rtial music; after which, the play 

. .:terminated, and tumbling commenced. ,The Chinese boys, from_ 
the flexibility of their joints and muscles, and from their being 
brought up to it fi"om their iIifancy, are famous at this ,kind of 
diversion; and indeed I did \1ot think the human frame capable, 
of bearing the distortions and exertions, whid! the~e little fellows 
practised with surprising adroitnes8. ' 

They would pile themselves up in the. forms of cas.tIes, turr.ets, 
pagodas, &c.; and while we were gazmg ~t them' In asto.11Ish­
nlent, these figures would all at once v-amsh from our s~ght! 
With this part of the entertainment, therefore, we were hIghly 
gratified. 

JUGGLERS. 

When the tumbfers had finished, we withdrew for half an 
hour, to take ~ome refreshment, and on our return to the th.e~­
tre, \'\'-e found the jugfl.ier-s or ~egerdemain4llen ready to exlllblt 
their ekef d'auvres. The Chmese are noted for these decep­
tions 'as well as the Indians' and we were very much amused 
by d:eir tricks, as they were alIne'''' to us, though many of them 
Were perhaps not superior to those of ~reslall, cr' many other 
deceptions shewn in EnO"laud, and certamly not equal to some 
we afterwards saw in'Iridia. :rhis terminated the night's enter~ 
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~ -t~inmeht ; and we took l~ave of our kind Chinese host, with ap'" 
1804. petites and curiosities highly gratified. 
Dec. 

23. 

LEAVE cANTON. I 

Our pleasure party was no\" forced to leave Canton, though 
with considerable reluctance, as we every day found something 
new to occupy our attention 01' excite o'ur curiosity: the season 
however of our departure from China drawing near, and as we 
had one more'excursion to make previous to that period, we hur­
tiedoff from Ganton on the £Qd December, a11d got to Anson's 
bay the samenight. 'rhe weather was ,now uncommonly cold, 
and in fact·a kind of hoar frost could sOlnetimes be petteived on 
the fields in the mornings. 

EXCURSION TO MACAO. 
OUl" party having fit.ted out the ship's launch with a week's 

provision, and plenty of arms to ~uard us against the Ladrones, 
we this day set off on our excursion to Macao. It Was on our 
little voyage down to this settle.ment, that We had the satisfaction 
of seeing a whole con'lJoy of, Chinese small craft take the advan­
tage ?f that protection which even the boat of a British man 
l!f' ~'a7' could give them '8gaillst the Ladrones, who infested 
their own l'it'ers ! 

PORPOISES. 
It is a curious circumstance, that the porpoises in the river 

Tigris are perfectly white, and appear like so many human 
corses floating about: a most disgustillg' sight! If I remember 
right, theyal'e the same in the river St. Lawretlce;in North 
America. 

MACAO. 
Oh approaching the city of Macao it has a very handsome 

appearance from the sea, the houses and streets being well built, 
reg~llar, and the former (as is the Portuguese custom) . perfectly 
"',hlfe. The land on each side is cra<Ygy with forts churches, 

d
. to , , 

an mtmastenes, erected on the different eiiliilences. 
That part o~ the. island ?f Macao where the Portuguese are 

allowe~ to reSIde, IS a pen~nsula, separated from. the main b?dy 
of the Island by a narrow Isthmus across the mIddle of whIch 
the Chinese .have thr?wn a wall, ~alled the Boundary. In the 
c.el~tre of th~s wall IS agate, a guard-house, and a party of 
Chmese soldiers, to prevent the smallest communication. , 

. The peninsula itSelf i$ composed of two rugged bills, joined 
together by a low neck of land, 011 which the city of Macao is 
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huilt, extending from. shore to shore. Thus sitll<!.ted, it is ca­
pable of being well defended by the craggy heights on each side; 
but the Portuguese have taken little advantage of this circum­
!ltan~e; and indeed so badly/is it fortified, that it is supposed five 
or six hundred 'men, with a ship or two of war, would take the 
place with great ease. ' 

The city is very populous; but the Chinese far exceed the 
, number of the Portuguese inhabitants, who are here, as in most' 
, of their Indian settlements, a very degenerated race! marrying 
and blending with the natives, till the shade of distinction is com­
pletely, obliterated! ,This is not th~ case with the English (except 
111 a,very trifling degree); who on that account preserve and 
su~port the superiority of their character, in the eyes of those', 
natIons of colour where they form establishments. 

Though thIs is called a Portuguese. settlem~nt, yet so much 
are they at the mercy, and under the controul, of the Chinese, 
that, the latter wiUnot permit them to have more than a few 
weeks provisions on'the island at one tilne; nor could the Por" 
tuguese pro~ure the smallest supply from any of the neighbour:' 
ing isles, without leave from' the viceroy of Canton! iil' fact, 
they are little better than the 7)assals of the mandarins, ,,;ho 
must be consulted on so tritlingan occasion as 'that of sending 
oft" a few refreshments of fruits, to a ship in the roads! Here 
the English super:"cargoes reside from JYlarch till Octobtr; 
during which interval we have no commerce going on at Canton. 
·On the top of one of those craggy hills, and cOl1lmaliding a 
very extensive and picturesque view, is Camoen's Cave, where 
they say that celebrated navigator and poet used to sit alld me­
ditate, when writing the Lusiad. Adjoining this, is the chief' 
super-cargo's garden; in which are several beautiful and romantic 
spots, well worth visiting. , ' 

A tolerably-good road' is formed from the city round the 
western side of the peninsula, by the Boundary, \tild back aIOB!? 
th~easter'n to the opposite side of .the city. , 

This is a very pleasant ride morriings and evenings; th~ 
horses at Macao being small and sure-footed: but stz'angers 

( ought to be very caqtious, as the Chinese guards at the Bouiida1:J 
, always endeavour to inveigle Europeans inside the gate, when 
they instantly secure them, and make them pay enormous SU!llS 

before they release them: and even then frequently bamboomg 
them, by way of impressing it on their memories! . 

. The Chinese seem to hold the Portuguese character 111 very 
little estimation; as the following circumstance, which happene4 
some years since, will set in a c1{3ar point of view, , . 

It ,is well known; the" Ie:!' talionis," or life for life law, , 
prevails in China; and it unfortunately happened that ill an affray 
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~ between some portuguese and Chinese soldiers, one. of the latter 
1804. was killed. A dispatch being sellt off to the viceroy of Canton, 
Dec. a' council was held, alld the circumstances having been taken into 

consideration, it was determined that tzoo Portuguese should be' 
demanded, and their lives sacrificed as an equivaleutJor the life of 
one China-man! To the honour of the Portuguese governor, 
however, he obstinately resisted the demand; and would' not 
even give np the map who committed the murder, but ordered 
Ilim to be publicly ,shot by his o\-'1n countrymen, before the 
eyes of the Chinese, who by those means were appeased and 
the affair ~ropped. _ 

While we lay here an English boat's crew happened to land in 
the Chinese side of the .Boundary, and were immediately impri .. 
,soned; the sum of two or three thousand dollars being demand­
ed for their enlargement. The Caroline was therefore moved 
down a-breast of Macao, and a message sellt to the. Portuguese 
governor, who applied to the mandarins for the release· of the 
English, but witho~t effect, as they expected a consi,der&ble 
ransom, 

A message was therefore sent to the mandarin in the name 
of his Britannic Majesty, demanding the instant release of his 

'majesty's subjects; with an intimation, that if this lawful demand 
was not directly complied with, force would be ~bed to compel 
him to it: but Fukki, though he had no small itch.ing for the 
ilollars,was ,not at all inclined to risk a broadside from the 
Tars of Old E11gland; on their account and therefore the men 
were given up the moment he received this message. 

The 1'ypa, (a safe harbour, where commodore Anson hove 
down the old Centurion) lies between two islands about fOl.\r miles 
frQm Macao; and here the Dedaigneuse frigate lay, all the time 
we were in China, withol.\t experiencing the lea,st degree of 
sickness I-whereas the C<).foline and Grampus had half their 
men laid up with agll-es, fev~rs, and fluxes, at Lintin, alld A'1/.-
SO/1'S, bay. ,-

The At17enia11, 64, which ship arrived ill Chilla early ill 
J [luuary, 1805, suffered still rilOre from sickness than we di.d. 
]\II acao. roads are therefore much healthier than any of the an­
chorages farther up the river, which indeed i~ generally the case 
in all ri vcrs of hot countries. 

Macao road, ho~ever, is objected toon account of its openness, 
should a gale of wmd take place; but during the months of Oc­
tober, Novemuer, and Dl;!cember,. we did not experience any 
weather that could damage a vessel lying in these roads; and had 
we COlltinued here, instead of higher up. I am convinted we 
I'hould have evaded great part of the sic~ness) i\:Qd mortality that 
prevailed on b01ftL 
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. Macao is 'the only European looking city we had yet seen in ,-...A-, 
India or China; for the PClJ"tuguese, contrary to the practice of. 180.5. 

, most other European settlers in hot countries, make very little dif- 'Jail. 

ference in the construction of their houses, whether on the 
banks of the Ganges or the Tagus : whereas the people of I 

other nations in general, but the English in particul;u, l(!ave U(} 

means unemployed to ohviate the effects of climate, by'coll­
fitructing'their habitations in the most airy manner imaginable. 

'fhe trade of this place seems now reduced to a mere shadow e 

the. pl'~l1cipal branch ?eing that of smuggli~l!£ opium ashore here; 
whlCh IS afterwards prIvately sold to the Chmese, at a great price; 
as these people have of late got exceeding fond of this druO" 
wh.ich they s.ID.0ke and chew cLandestinely, the use of 'it bei~g 
stnctly prohIbited by government. if 

'We could hardly help smiling at the ridiculous figures which 
the Macao citizens cut, (at least in our eyes) while ~truttin.,," ' 
through the_streets, barbers, tailors, &c. all with lohg' swor4;: 
cocked huts, powdered lwil", and perhaps no shirts. 

"Ve spent a merry Christmas at this settlement, and tl1en 
embarked in our'laullch for Anson's hay, landihg and shooting 
011 all the intermediate islands; Lintin ,among the rest, where OUf­

old friends the vilbgers were'highly rejoiced to see us, making us 
a present of a basket of sweet potatoes. and other vegetables. 

,SAIL FROM CHINA. 
On the ]st of Janua):y, 1805,' the Caroline dropt, down to 

Lintin, in order to collect the convoy,' which was directed to as-
, ~emble at this place. On the 5th, the men of war and merchant 
ships broke ground, and steered past Macao, with a.stiff breeze, 
that came down cold and dreary from the bleak' Cillnese mOllll­
tilins. 

The weather was now so inclement, that we were all heartily 
glad to take leave of a c~untry,. w~~ch we had approached 
about three month before, wIth C1.I'I'ZOSltzes so keen~y exczted, that 
we thought as many years ,",:ould. ~carce)y be sufficien~ to gratify 
them! Such is the restless dli1posltlOn of the human mmd, never 
contented with the present moment, but always looking forward 
to aclong train of pleasures, which imagin[1tion is sure ~o keep 
paiated 'in perspective; generally beyonp ou" reach, bu.t If lW2J1!/ 
atfain1d,fallil1gjcl1', lar short of what they seemed 111 antlel" 

patio'li! . , , . 

It P leqwres arc e~er in our hands or eVes, • 
,. And wb,en in acttltey ,~ease .. i~ pru.rpect 1'Ise: 
~f Present to gmHp, yetjuture stili toJind; 
H r~ whol<;' eIDfloy of body and of IDllld •. 
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tt Meanwhile opinion gilds with varying rays 
" The painted clouds that beautify ourda.ys; 
" Each want qf happiness by ltope supplied, 
" And each vacllity of senlie by pride: 
" These build as fast as knowledge can dfstro:g J 
" In folly's cup still laughs the bubble joy: 
" One prospect lost, another still we gain, 
" And not a vanity is given in vain." 

We were no' sooner out of sight of the. bleak coast of China, 
than the skies cleared up, and the north-east monsoon Qlew clear' 
and pleasant over the scarcely rumed surface of the ocean. We 
steel'en. a direct course for the Paracels, passing to the south-, 
ward of the island of Hainan: we crossed the centre of that 
space in which th!:! Paracels are laid down in the charts, but 
saw nothing of them j and on the 8th made the high land of 
Cochin-Ckina, to the ,northward of Cape Avarella: as we 
coasted along in the night, the mountains, which are here very 
high and rugged, seemed to be in a complete blaze, having been 
fired by the inhabitants for some ,purpose or oilIer, and exhibited 
a very grand illumination. 

Cape Avarella, the highest mountain on this part of the coast, 
is suffioiently,singular to be easily Jmown; but there is on the 
summit of a mountain near this, a very curious projection, I 

which has exactly the appearance of a gigantic sentry-box, al1tt 
proves. an ~Ji:cellent land:,.mark for mariners, .' 

STRUCK oN VAN HOLLAND'S SHOAL. 
9 At half after one o'clock this aay, while steering along shore 

with a fine six knot breeze, the Grampus, Glatton, and Canton 
struck suddenly on a shoal about a musket-shot from us:. the 
whole convoy was now' thrown into the utmost copf«sion, 110 

one knowing which way to steer, as the shoal at this mOl;nellt 
was not known. Most of the ships hove to, and those whicK 
did not strike, had in general six fathoms water; we observed ill 
a few minutes, that those three ships, after striking several times, 
(his Majesty's ship Grampus violently) gradually deepened their 
water, till at length they passed over the tail of the shoal, and 
fortunately without receiving any material injury, 

We now found that it WaS Van Holland's. Bank or Shoal 
~hich the ships struck on, and the following were the bea~·­
mgs, &c. 

Poolo Cecir,do Mer' 
PooloCecir de Terre 
TackowMountain 7"' 

E.S.E.1 So' 
N. 17° E. 

N. 20 0 • w. 
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Latitude .' 
Longitude .• 

CHINA,. !ie. 

10 0 

. 108 0 

41'N. 
44' It. 

ARRIVE IN 'fHE STRAITS OF SINCAPORE. 
_ We this day discovered Poolo Aore, with several ships at 
u~ch?r under its lee, which we at finlt suspected to be Admiral 
LlUOlS; but proved to be Admiral Rainier, with the Trident, 
Albion, Sceptre, and Daslter, cOllle to protect the convoy 
through the straits. Here we lay at ~nchor, in a (lmaU bay on 
the north side of the island, for twelve hours, wher'e there is a 
5mall vilhlge of l\'b!ays, who'brought off some vegetables,j'ru.its, 
and cocoa nuts, the ouly produce of the island. It is very high, 
and covered with a close and lofty wood, which is said to con­
tain several species of animals, but thl;l underwood and jungle 
preserve them from the guns of the Europeans. At midnight 
We got under way, and steered for point Romania; and the next 
day passed through the cluster of isles that'form the Straits of 

, Sincapore _with a fine fresh breeze; notwithstanding which our 
old visitors brought us off several large turtles, in their canoes, 

'which were sometimes dragged under water and upset by the 
rapidity of our motion. Still they persevered, and managed to 
bring some on board, at the usual price of one or two dollars 
each. 
i _Those poor creatures make their livelihoods by these little pe. 
riodical markets which they meet with for their turtle, among 
the fleets passing through; and a very sharp Iook-o)lt they keep 
for the English China fleet, which is their grand l1}arket., They 
never fail to beg a glass or two of arrack, after delivering the 
turtle, which generally s~ts them half mad; and [ have fre­
quently seen them ClJt suchfloU1'islteswith their paddles, in going 
ashore, that they h:we actually upset their canoes in the height 
.f their transport. 

ARRIVE AT PRINCE OF WALES'S ISLAND. 

On the 15th, we anchored for a few hours in Malacca roads, 
antI then pursued our course' through the st.raits for Prince 0/' 
Wales's Island, where we arrived on the gOth of January, after 
a remarkably quick passage of only fifteen days from Lintin in 
China. 

FooLo PENANG. 

8'1 
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As ill health now obliges me to quit the ship. an? confine my 21 
sketches within the narrow boundaries of a small Island, those 
of my readers, whom I h~ve not been able .t,o 'interest So far in 
my favour, as to accompany me in my seclusIOn, are reque,sted to 

. , 
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pass on to l\fadras, wheye the ship again makes h~r appearance, 
and where they may meet with sOluething pemaps more en-
tertaining.. > • 

To the small number of my indulgent readers who may ,be 
willIng to' spehd a few months on this pleasa~t island, I have 
two apologies to make :-18t. 1 have to apologize for'this piece 
of egotism, which though I detest from my heart, yet I found 
unavoidable here; as well as on several other occasions, where 
descriptions are given of places and things totally unconnected 
with the ship, dr the common occurrences of- the voyage. 
!idly. I i have to apologize for il1tl'OlIucing sllch a_ seemingly 
foreigasubject as the following, viz. 

11 SKETCH OF THE LIVEn: COM1>LAt:N1". 
Indeed I must confess I have been .wavering a good deal ill 

my own mind respecting its insertion, but when I consider how 
natural it is for everyone approaching a foreign climate, where 
a peculiar disease is prevalent, to be very solicitous with respect 
io its nature, (the disease) appearance, means of 'avoiding, af!d 
method of cure: _ and above all, when I reflect, that nothing can 
induce y6ung men to avoid the 'causes of a dIsease, so much as 
the exhibiting to their view a picture of its consequences, I am­
inclined to risk the censure of mam;, inhopes that it may enable a 

Je_w- of my readers to avoid that d;U1gerolis and pain luI illness. 

'" QUD'7lle ipse misel'1'ima 'cidiJ 

Et quo1'um par's magnafui! 

The following sketch of the liver complaint may be depended 
on as cOITect, having been written on the spot, by a medical 
gentleman, who had frequent cpportullities of seeing the disease~ 
- "This complaint is much more frequent in the East Indiej, 
t~Jan in any other tropical climate; and it is very difficult to as­
SIgn a good reason for this circll!llstance,:18 it- is not in general 
much hotter hel'e, t11an in the 'Vest Illciies, and many oihel' i&­
tertropical countries: besides whicb, India is exempted from 
most of those. pestilential diseases that make, such ravages 
elsfm:here. _ 

" It is nevertheless, highly probable that the liver complaint ~s 
a much more corllUlOn disease, even in cold countries, than 18 

g~llerally imagined, and that it is frequently not noticed, bec!luse 
'not suspected. 

" ,Indeed when the size and structure of this great gland' are 
conslciered,and the secretions which are performed in it, it seems 
wonderful that it is not eyen oftener diseased than is really the 
case. 
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t( TI~e liver ~mplaint, .termed by medical men, (( Hepatitis/ ~ 
and defined an lufiammatwn and enlargement in the substance, 180.5. 
or an iriflammation and thickening in the membranes, of that Jan. 
org~n, terminating generally in reso,lution, abscess, or scltirrus, 
begms for the most part with Some febrile symptoms, which 
are accompanied by pain in the right side, or which is more fre-., 
q;uently _the case, with a severe pain extending from t4e right 
~lde across the stomach to the left; and this it is- probable,has 
mdl.lced many to consider it as a disorder in the stomach, and to, 
treat it accordingly, especially on first coming to the country" 
before they have had sufficient experience in the different appear-' 
allCeS, which it occasionally assumes. . 

" This pain is often accompanied with cough and difficulty of, 
breathing, and the person affected cannot bear external pressure, 
on the part; the pain too is always aggrayated after eatil1gany thiugj, 
the pulse is hard and quick, and the most horrid dreams assail 
the patient the moment he falls into a doze of sleep. 

l( Ina few days, itgeneral1} happens, that a dysentery comes 011; 

and accompanies the disease through all its stages: in Jact dy­
sentery and aepatiitis; in this country, are little more than two 
terms for the same disease; the former being rather a symptom 
of the latter, than a specific disease itself: they are both therefore 
cured by the same medicines. ' 

l( It is generally supposed that a pain in the tip of the right 
shoulder is a characteristic mark of the liver complaint. This is 28. 
a symptom, however, which seldom makes its appearance till the: 
disease is in a chronic state, and therefore should not be expect-
ed in recent attacks. ' 

" Another en~oneous supposition is, that the patient c.,ollIy 
lie on the ria'ht side; yet I have known many that could lie 
much better °on theirbacks or left sides, than on their right*. 

<I I think the principal causes that induce this disease maybe 
reduced to the'three following :-1 st. Exposure to greaL Iteat; 
as in walking or using violent exercise under the, tocridia.n ~UCl. ' 

, u ~d. Exposure to, cold wh~n ~he kody is lte,ated1 as 111 throw",: 
uig one's self down in cool or mOlst air, when III a state oj per-
spiration. ,. '. . .; 
, " Sd. And last, (though not least) IS zntempel'ance t .es~ec::,lIy 

among young men ill'the army and, navy, &c~ on theIr first at.;' 
rival in the country. '. 

~ It cannot be expected, that any thing l~ke a reg\Ilar history of the va· 
rious symptoms, &c. of this disease, can be mtroduced here; the more pro' 
minentjeatures only, will be exhibited. , . , :' 

t " fhe state of the frame 10 consequen.ce of.frequ~nt 'mebrlety, ,cons.sts 
in the end (if it does not occasion immedJ!ite death) III the paralys", wlucn 
uS\lally s'u~ceeds long and ~iolent eJ:citemcnt." .', 

\"(jYAGE TO INDIA; &c.] M 
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~ " I believe that generally speaking, it is in tIle power o~ mdst 
1805. Europeans in India, (excepting. the army when ac~ual1~ ~n th.e 
Jan. field) to avoid the two first mentIOned. ca~ses; the thzrd, It IS eVI-

I ,dently in thepQwer of anyone to avOlp, If h? chooses. . 
" I-do not indeed mean-to say that by usmg every precautIOn 

which human wisdom can suggest, it is possible to evade this 
disease always :-1 only meau to say, that by guarding against 
the causes above-mentioned, it is highly probable that one may 
live in this country, marlY, many :1j~a7's, all? enjoy good healt~, 
without being exposed to a long list of disorders prevalent m 
temp~rate climates, but unknown in this. 

" When this disease is taken early, it may almost always be con-
quered by the following concise method of treatment. , 

"1st. By bleeding to eighteen or twenty ounces, if the person be 
of a full habit of body; if it be the first or second attack; and 
particularly if 'he is fresh from Europe. 

" This may be carried still farther according to circumstances. 
" 2dly. By purgatives, especially calomel ones, which some­

times check the disease at once. 
" Sd1y. As the above-mentioned are mere preliminaries, the 

gT'and specific must be applied to, as soori as the operation of the 
purgative medicines is over. I mean Mercu7'Y, that imJaluable . 
and qstonishing medicine, the sheet-,Ulchor in this, as ,veIl as in 
most other diseases of the country. 

" It is really hard to conceive how Europeans would manage, 
if deprived. of this woilderful drug, when it is considered how 
many thousands annually owe the preservation oftheir lives to its 
effects. 

U It may, and indeed ought to be ~lsed, both int~rnally and· 
ex.ternally. 

. \ " Intemall!J say tItus: 
rt Take four grains of Calomel';'- and one grain of Opium, or 

~'Sometimes the stomach is more materially affected, and paralysis of the 
lacteal system is induced; whence a total abhorrence from flesh food, and 
general einaciativn, ill @thers the tyrnphaNc syst em is affected with paralysis, 
a nd dropsy ellsues. . 

" ;: ore frequently the secretory vessels of the Liver became first p.aralytic, 
. ar:d t. torpor -:vith consequent gall-stones, or schirr1ls of this viscus, is ihduced 
With concomitant Jaundice; or it becomes iriflmned in oonsequcnce of 
previous torpor, and this inflammatIon is freqneiltly tninRfel'rcd to a more 
senSIble 'part, which is associated with itt and produces the l-OSY eruptions 
on the face, &c. 

" In some ir;ejJ~ia!es the torpor of the liv(;'r produces pain without srhirrus, 
gallstones, Or' eruptions" and in these epi.leps!J or insanity, are often the 
consequence." DARWIN. 

" '" The Pil. Hydr!lr~. (quicksilver pill) may perhaps answer the purpose 
tull ~ \Veil a> the Calomel, hut it must be r;ivcn' in fiv6-grain doses every 
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perha~s bet~er to take only half a grain of Opium; this to be 
taken In a httle jelly, crumbof bread, or any other convenient 
vehicle, and repeated every four hours, until it sensibly affects the 
mouth, using at the same time mercurial frictions on the thighs, 
arms, &c. to hasten the operation of the calomel; for the great 
object, is to get the mouth ~q;ell aJ/eeted, as soon as possible; 
Shortly after which,the patient will feel an alle'oiation of the 
symptoms; and that, almo'St '(vitlwut a doubt, for so certainly 
efficacious is this powerful m~tal, that as soon as the medical 
practitioner perceives the patient's mouth beginning to get sore, he 
can eonfide1/t~1J assert that he is out of danger, although at that 
moment there is no other apparent symptom of his getting 
better. 

r--"--, 
lR05. 

« 'Wheu, then)fore, it is found that the mouth is slow in being 
affected, and the disease goes on rapidly, medical men in thil! 
country often increase the dose-of calomel to twent;1J grains, three 
times a day; and that too, without allY fear of hurting the bowels 
by the largeness of the dose, for experience has shewn that a SC1'U- , 

pie of calomel will not be produCtive of flO much griping as six 
Or eiuht grains would. ' -

" 1't is impossible to describe the agreeable sensations, which 
one feels on being relieved from the liver complaint or dysentery, 
by this medicine; the general expression which people make use 
of on tliis occasion, when asked how they feel is, " that they feel 
as if in heaven, compared to the state they late~1j were in!" 

" The moment this change takes place, thE' mercury should be 
discontinued, as the salivation often runs on these occasions to 
a great height, and proves uncommonly distressing to the patient; 

'_ keeping him for weeks afterwards in great misery, and unable to 
take nourishment with any kind of comfort, onaccouut of the 
soreness of his mouth: on recovering the lise of his jaws, how­
ever, he generally makes amends for the fast which he has kept; 
as the appetite is always exceedingly keen, after the operation of 
mercurv. 

By tile above plan, the disease is generally ~ubdued; but should 
it €ontinue obstinate, the ,action of the medlcille I11nst be kept up 
by frictions, until every symptom has disapp~ared, and indeed 
for some time longer to prevent relapses. While these methods 
are pursuing, blisters (af~er evacuations) will, of cOlll'sebe put to 
the side, to relieve the pam, and other. occasIOnal symptOlus ob-

four h(lLll'S, in conjunction with frictions; it is not so apt to, irritate the in­
,testines, but the writer of this article, is lIot sure t.hat It wJlI so soon affect. 
the mouth as the C'alomel. 

Jan. 
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viated as circumstances may require; never loSing si$bt;hrJWever 
of th(:! principal object, the saturating the sljstem wIth mercur,1/_ 

« N e~ertheless, as fhe wisest plans will sometimes fail, so thi~ 
medicine will not invariably check this colossal disease; espe­
cially if not applied in an early, stage of it) or given in sufficient 
:quantity when ~Ised cady- .t> ' . 

"A suppuratlOllor effusIOn the~ takes place III the substan?e of 
the liver, sometimes pointing out bencaththe ri~s, andsometm~es 
between them; sometimes pressing upwards through the dIa"l' 
phragm into the lungs, while at other times, the matter finds its 
way into the intestines tl:irough the biliary ducts; it notunfre­
quently happeus that the tumor points, between the breast and 
IJavaI, ~n which case (as in every other where it points externa:lly~, 
,it is simply opened like a cpmmol1 abscess; and the matter eva": 
cuated. Now this is what has given rise to the ridiculous storie~ 
which we hear, of ,ctltting for, and even cutting out, a part ofthe 
liver*. The abscess, however, often points internally, and then 
an adhesion generally takes place between the liver andsome of 
the intestines, particularly that part called the transverse m'ch of 
the colon: through this adhesion, so wisely formed by nature" 
the matter bursts with safety, and is evacuated, 

" But should nature not be able to effect this salutary operation, 
then the matter remains until the liver has become a perfect shell; . 

. filled with different kinds of fluids, and the patient sinks harasse~ 
to the last moment, with a most di$tres~ingdysentery ! 

PICTURE. 

C( This is a sketch of Hepatitis in its first attacks; but whe~ 
these are frequently repeated, the Jiver ·gets into a}orpid, schir­
?'OUS, or Chronic diseased state. Then it is, that the bile is not 
secreted in proper quantity or quality; there is bad dig'estion, 
and consequently little appetite; the patient is ever hal'asse4 
with the most tonnentiug bowel complaints ; the cOllntenanee 
assumes a yellow and at the same time a singularly cadaverous 
hue; the flesh gradually wastes away off his bones; a hectic 
fever accompallie~ this melancholy train of infirmities; till at 

,- The followin.g. directions in cutting for the liver, delivered by Bontius 
(page 34), phYSlCIaIl to the Dutch settlemeut of Batavia smack pretty much 
of these wonderful stories, ' 

".First let a potential ca1JJer,Y be applied to the region of the liver, so that 
t?e eschar may only penetrate tbe abdominal rnu~cles, and make no impres~ 
~lOn on the peretoneull1. Then by means of ~ knife make an aperture in 
~bat me,ll1brane? through Wlll:h let u concave silver in.strument be introduced, 
such as IS used III the operatwl1 of lithotom,,! afterwards' let 'the incision be 
well dilated, and immeoiately the lllembrall~ sUi'rC'undin" the liver will come 
into view distended with it,S contents. On being piercerl, a sanious humo?r 
resemblwg the wafC/' If! wlwh hCf;f has been <!,{ldled, will How out!' 

" 0 Tempolu! 0 ;',IoIl~!" 



. length ,rhefriendly tomb, opening its (( marb1e jaws," reoeives the ~ 
wretched ~urcase, and terrriinates its load of miseries I"~ ,1804. 

, - -" It is true, indeed, that a return to his native clime, sometimes Fcb. 
protracts this fatal catastrophe: but what is this more than a 
prolongation of 'his sufferings!" . 

. May this pictnre, which is fat· from being faa highly coloured, 
,ever ,flash across -the memory of the heedtess young European, 
when about to deviate from the heavenly rules of tempet·ance*. 

May it act the friendly part of a P karas, to' warn him when 
~pproachiI)g the shoals ofthis formidable disease; ·and the writer's 
object will be attained !--for let him be assured, that in taking 
leave 'of the fertile vales of Al,bion, the 'heath-clad mountains o( 

,$cotia, or green hills of Erin, topaosthe fiery ordeal of a tropi-
. cal climate; unless he at the' sa!lle time, hids adieu to' all Bac­
'chanalian e:r:cesses; in short, unless he makes temperance his 
motto and guide, he need not expect to revisit his native clime, 
with that greatest of all terrestrial blessings-" Mens sana in 
corpore sano."-" Health; of' body, peace q{mind;"-let'.him 
remember that the acquisitioll of even a princely fortune, will but 
1idda long list of ideaL to the 'Catalogue of ·his corporeal s'ujfer­
ings 1 for when he finds himself 'Possessed of-the means of P"o­
curing, without' the power of enjoying the gOod things of this 
"world, will they not be to him to what the waters were to Tan~ 
~a!us ? 

, Ah! warn'd by friendly counsel, learn to shun 
.< The fatal path where thousands are undone." 

l'ooto PENANG OR PRINCE OF WALES'S ISLAND. 

:£rinceof Wales's island, called by the natives Pulo or Paolo 
Penang, from a Malay word signifying Areca-nut and Betel, 
lies on the fifth parallel of'l1ort;' latitude, and in 1000 20' 15" 
/~George-t()Wll) of east 101lgitude, at the entrance of the straits of 
MaJacca., . 

It is somewhat in the' shape of an 'Oblong square, about six-

'Ii 0 temperance! thou support and attendant of other virtues! thou pre­
~erver and restorer of./twltlt. and protractor fif Life! thou maintainer of the 
~Iignity mid liberty of rational beings, from the wret~hed, inhuman slavery 
pf sensuality, taste, custom, and e:!(ample! thou bflghtenEr of the under­
~tanding and,rnemory! thou sweetener.of life and all its C011!for.ts! thou com­
panion of re~s(m, aild guard of the passions! th?u bountlful rewa~d~r of thy 
admIrers and foltowers! how do thme excellencIes extort the ·unwIlhng com­
mendations of thine enemies! and with what raptit1'OUS delight can thy friends 
'i'aisc up apmw!:Jy;-ic in thy praise." , , 
, ~ . ."". . . Philosophy of MedlCllle,cvol. 4. page 114. 



94 
,-A-.... 

1804. 
'Peb. 

rll':sClU PTIVE S ic:tTC H~S 

teel'i miles in length, and from six to eight in breadth, distant 
between two and lhree miles from the Malay shore. 

It was given to captain Light by the king of Queda, and first 
settled in 1786. The greater part of the island is occupied by 
a lofty irregular ridge ·of mountain (running in the direction of 
the island, no"th and south), the northern extremity of which, 
is by far the highest; and here they have a sigl1al-hou~e~ and 
several bungalows erected.' . 

The whole of this ridge IS covered with a forest of trees of 
immeuse size, and between its eastern base and the sea, .facing 
the coast of Queda, there is a level slip of land, from two t.o 
four miles in breadth j and ten or twelve miles long. This is 

,well cultivated and laid out in gardens, plantations oLpeppe/', 
hetel, areca, cocoa-nut trees, &c. intersected in all directions 
'with pleasant carriage-roads, whose sides are lined with a variety 
of shrubs: and trees that are in perpetual verdure. The whole 
of .this space is interspersed with villas and bungalow~, where 
tbe Europeans occasionally retire to el!ioy tile country air, as a 
relaxation after business in tOWI1. 

On. the north-eastern point of this slip of land are situated 
Fort-Col'm:oalli.s and George-touin, called by the natives TAN­

.lONG PAINAIQUE. 

This island may contain of European settlers and their de-
pendants, Malays*, Sumatrans, Chinese, &c. 11,000 souls, 
Of Itinerants - , 1,000 do. 

'fotal l!2,QOO 

'* Though the Malays in this island all use cre.w;es, yet I believe lhere are 
~cry few.of them poisoned in any other way than by heating, and thc'l1 
plungi21g them into lime juice: the rust thns produced makes a 1D0st dan­
gerous wonnd; lIot, however, so dreadfully fatal as the gum of the Upas trPf, 
"'ith which it is said they sometime;;>; poi sun their arro~vs and cresses. In­
deed the wonderful stories· related of this poison, sef'm now tv be pretty 
~llch disrega~ded: D.r. DarWin, ~ev~rtheless, in his" Loves qfthePlanis/' 

. ~rves a beautIful descrlpt!on of thlssmgular tree; from which the followilll: 
lines are ex tracted , ' 

" Where seas of glass with gay reflection smile, 
" Round the gay coasts of .1 ava's palmy isle, 
.. A spacious plain extends its upland scene, 
" Rocks rise on rocks, and fountains gush between; 
" Soft lIephyrs blow, eternal summers reign, 
" And showers prolific, ble!;s tbe soil,-in vain! 
" No spicy nutmeg scents th~ vemal gales, 
" Nor tow'ring plantain shades tbe mid-day vales; 
" No step retr;eating, ou the ~and impress'd, . 
" Invites the visit of a second guest! 
" Fierce·in d.read silence on the hlasted Ileath, . 
.. Fell upai Sits, the h:ydra-tl'ee of death. . 
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For the correctness, however, of this rough estimate I cannot ~ 
positively vouch; it is probable, that the number of souls on tue 1804-. 

- island considerably exceeds that of the above statJment. Marck. 
I~rom the opposite shore are €onstantly brought over great 

quantities of all kinds .of provisions and fruits, which are sold 
here at a very reasonable rate. 

Abundance and great variety of ,excellent fish are caught in 
every direction round this island, which, from the salubrity of its 
air, is justly esteemed the Montpellier of India., 

Coups de soleil are seldom experienced in this settlement, 
altllQugh the. Eurepeans walk and ride about at all times of the 
day, completely exposed tv a 'vertical sun. 

In short, as soon as the wet docks are established on PooiD 
'.laraja, (a small island b,etween Penang and the Main), this will 
be the most beautiful, healthy, andjioU1'ishing settlelUent in the 
EaHt Indies. ' 

From the da'wn of day, until the- Slln has emerged above the 
high Inountains of Queda, and even for some time after this 
period, Pcnang rivals any thing that has been fabled of the Ely-
sian Fields. ' 

The dews which have fallen in the~course of the ,night, and 
by remaining on the trees,' shrubs, and flowers, have become 
impregnated with their odollrs, 'early in the morning begin to 
exhale, and fill the air with the most delightful perfumes; while 

, the European inhabitants, taking advantage of this pleasant sea­
son for exercise, crowd the ro:r.cls, (some in carr\ages, some on 
horseback, and others on foot), till the gHn getting to some 
height above the mountains of Queda, becomes so powerflll, as 
to drive them into their bungalows, to enjoy a good breakfa~t 
with a keen appetite. . 

The low lands of Penang being 'liable to inundation in dle 
rainy season, the hOllses are all elevated from the ground, eight 
or ten feet, on llrc'hes 01' pillars. They seldom consist of more 
than olle floor, are all built of wood, thatched over with leaveS 
of trees, the roofs resembling those of cottages in England, the 
eaves projecting over the verendahs, in order to throw off the 
rain into the areas. 

" Lo! from one root, th' envenom'd, soil below, 
" A thousand vegetative 5erpel1t~ grow; 
" In shining rays the scaly I~nnster, sp,'e,ads, 
" O'er ten square le(1gufi.~, 1115 far d\verglllg [wads; 
" Steep'd in fell poison.' as ~is s!!al'p ,teeth part, 
" A thousand tougue5 III qUIck vlbl·"tIOD dart; 
" Snatch tlte pro~d eagle towering o'er tbe heath, 
,', 01' pounce the Jion as he stalks beneath; . 
" Or stl'ew as marshall'd hosts c()Iltend rn vaIn, 
" "Vith llil.~lan ske!etuns, the whiten'd plail1 1" 
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THE MOUN·TAIN. 

A sma.ll party of us having obtained permission to occupy the' 
COn"l.'alescent Bungqlow on the mountain, for the purpose of 
breathing a cooler and purer air, we repaired thither early in 
March. 

The distance from the town to that part of the base of the 
mountain where the path commences, is about five miles, and 
from thence to the s~lmmit, better than three. 

The path-way, which is not more than eight or ten feet wide, 
is cut with incredible labour, through a forest of immensely tall 
trees whose. umbrageous foliage uniting above, excludes, ex­
cept at some particular turnings, the least glimpse of the heavens, 
involving one, all the way up, in pensive gloom. 

It frequently winds along the brinks of yawning and frightful 
precipices, at the. bottoms of which one shudders to behold 
Imgetrunks of trees rived and fractured, while precipitating them-
5elves down the eraggy and steep descent. 

TIle solemn s~illness which reigns around, or is only inter~ 
rupted at intervals by the harsh note of the trumpeter, or distant 
roar of the waterfal tumbling from rock to rock, is well calcu­
lated to excite in the mind a melancholy, yet not unpleasant tmin 
of reflections. 

Steep and rugged as this path is, the little Sumatrau horses 
mount it with g)'eat safety: the ladies, however, are generally car­
ried up in a kind of sedan-chair, borne on the shoulders of some 
stout Malays. 

After a tiresome ascent of two or three hours,-. we gained 
the summit; and were 'amply rewarded for our labour, by the 
most extensive and beautifully variegated prospect, we had ever 
seen in India. 

As this part of the ridge of mountains is considerably the 
llighest in the island, the view is consequently uninterrupted alI 
around, and so strikingly grand and beautiful is it, that the most 
phlegmatic observer can hardly fail to experience some pleasing 
sensations, when placed in this fairy spot! for my 0\\ 11 part I 
could not help feasting my eyes for hours together with Ull­

diminished delight on the romantic scenery,' which nature, 
assisted by art, had scattered around in bountiful profusion. 

The pencil itself could but faintly depict the luxuriant imagery 
of this extensive landscape; with the pen, therefore, 1 can only 
attempt to trace its outlines. 

VIEWS FROM THP; MOUNTAIN. 

Looking eastward, one's attention is first arrested by tIle 
abrupt descent of the mountain itself, whose side .is clqthed with· an 
almost impenetrable forest of gigantic trees, except where pre .. 
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Clplces and chasms intervene, over. which the waters are faintly ~ 
heard tlJmbling and foaming in their course down to the plains. ,~805. 
, From this rude scene of nature there is a sudden transition at Marck. 
the foot of the mountain, to one in which art has a considerable 
share. . 

The eye there ranges over a beautiful plain, laid out in pepper 
plantations, gardens, groves of the c9coa-nut, betel, are,ca, a;ld 
various other trees, 'checl>;ered throughout witl/ handsome villas 
and bungalows, intersected by pleasant carriage-roads, and wa­
tered with meandering rilrs, that flow from the mountain's side, 
clear as the crystal., ' " 

Fort Cornwallis' next presents itself, situated on the nor.th~ 
eastern point of the plain; and stretching ta the southward, Tan­
jong Painaique, or GeOrge-to~vn, theEurdpean hollses of which 
form a striking contrast with the variously constructed habitations 
of the Oriental settlers; all of whom dress and live according to 

,thfunanners and customs of their respective countries. 
Here may be seen standing in perfect peace and amity witl:t' 

each other, the Hindoo temple or pagoda; the Chinese jo,ss-
, hfJuse; the Christian chapel, and various other places of wor­
ship; everyone enjoying the unmolested exercise of his reilgion*~ 

From hence, the eye stretches over the beautiful strait that 
separates the isl~nd from the main; and whose glassy surface 
reflects the faint images of the clouds aba.ve, and lofty mOUintains 
that tower on each of its sides. 

The long ~xtended line of shipping in the roads, presents as 
grea,t a variety and contrast, as the mansions on shore; from the 
litle, cif battle ship, bearing" the British thunder o'er th' 06-
scquio'us wave," down to the light skiff or canoe, that scarc~ly 
seems to bI'Ush its surface, may be seen in gI'adatio~-East Indla­
men, country ships, grabs, Chinese junks, pariars~ Malay peoas, 

*" Father of all! in ev'ry age, 
" In ev'ry clime ador'd, 
" By .~aint, by savqge, and by sage, 
" Jehovah, JOlle, or Lord! 
," Thou g'reat First Ca.use, least understood, 
« Who aLl olirsense confin'd " To know but this, that thou art,good, 
" ,A nd that ourselves are blind I 
" Let not onr weak unknowing hands 
"P,re~ume thy bolts to throw, 
" And deal damnation round the lands . 

, "On each weju'dge thy foe! 
" To thee, whose ternple is ,all space, 
" Whose altar, earth, sea; skies! 
" One chorus let all beings raise, 

0" All nature'sircense lise I"~ UN1V.I>&SAlio PRAYER. 

VOYAGE TO l.!liDIA, Q"C. ,1'1 
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~ and an endless variety of small craft from Sumatra, and the adja.-
1805 cent isles. 

Marek. P!!ssing ove~ this pleasa~t little aqua~ic scene, the Malay coast 
'. exhibits a consIderable plam covered wIth :.I close wood, through 

which winds a river, navigable by the country craft up ~o the 
bases of the lofty, and generally cloud-capt mountains of Queqa, 
which terminate the eastern view. 

NORTHERN AND SO'UTHERN VIEWS. 

The northern and southern prospects have a great '. similarity 
to each other. The eye each way pursues a line ofcoa~t, studded 
with small islands, and extended till the steep mOllntams on one 
hand, and the watery expan~e on the other, blending with the blue 
ether, fade at length fwm the view, on the utUlOSt verge of the 
horizon. 

WESTERN VIEW. 

'Westward, an unruffled sea and cloudless sky present a most 
magnificent scene, where the eye has ample scope to range far 
as the visual powers can possibly extend! distinguishing on this 
watery plain various kinds of vessels pursuing their respective 
routes, wafted by the gentle land and sea breezes, the latter of 
which, entitled the Doctor, setting in in the forenoon, pays an early 
and welcome visit to the mountain Bungalows, fraught with such 
delicious. and life-inspiring draughts for the exhausted frame, as 
few doctors can boast of among their prescriptions, and which are 
far more grateful to the enfeebled' tropical convalescent, than all 
the cOl,dial balm of Gilead, and salutijel'olls, elixirs in the world! 
. In so romantic a situation as this, and daily visited ,by such an 

dgreeable physician, it is 110 wonder that the debilitated Europe:m 
should seldr'in fail to experience, at least a temporary renovation 
of strellgth, and exemption from the baleful effects of the climate. 

Independent of the temperature of the air, vl'hich is pleasantly 
cool at this elevation, there is 110 doubt but that the beautiful 
'l?rospects scattered around,. must greatly eonduce to the restora- , 
tIOn of health. This we experienced, and proved the justness of 
the following' remarks: ' , 

c.' Del~ghtful scenes,whether in nature,. painting, or poetry, have 
a kmdly mfluence on the body as, well as the mind; and not only 
seem to ~lear and brighten thl;! imagination, but ,are abie to dis~ 
perse g~'zef and melancholy, and to set the animal spirits in, 
pleasing and agreeable motions." 
. " Such .are the prospects of a'n open ,clwmpui{5rt country; a 

vast unc~lt.lvated deser.t-hug., heaps oj mOlmtams-hlgh l'ocks. 
alld prec2plces-or a WIde expunseo! walers." 

Spc.ctat()l, Yos.411--412. 
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• ~ otwithsta~lding. these a'd~antages, through want of sufficient ~ 
society, the s~ene m a few daY$ began to assume a solitary ap- 1805,. 
pearance': dur~ng the soIe.mn. stil~ness that every evening prevailed -Marck. 
,around, the sun slowly smkmg mto the western horizon seldom ' 
failed to awaken in the mind a variety of tender emotions and 
fond recollections. of that dear native laud, over which his brio-ht 
o~b was .then shining in meridian ~plendour*! .accompanied t~oJ 
with a kmd of melancholy reflectIOn, on the Immense distance 
that separated us from the chalky cliffs of that much-loved isle 
whose image becomes more deeply impressed on our memories' 
the farther we recede from its shores. - ' 

" Where'e'rwe roam, whatever realms to'see, 
" Our hem·ts unt1'llvel'd,. fondly turn to ,thee! 
" Still to our country turn, with ceaseless pain, 
" A.nd drag at each remove a lengthening chain." 

TEMPERATURE. 

The thermqmeter at the ~l1ngalows generally ranges from 
70 to 80 degrees; sometimes at night, however, it stands as loW 
as til!?,o; and indeed so cool did we feel it, that we generally slept 
with a blanket over us; a very rare occurrence within, six degress 
of the equato\'. 

CURIOUS INSECT. 

A!! soon as it gets dark on thi~ mountain, there arises on every 
side, a singular concert of birds and insects, which deprived us 
of steep for the first night or two. Far above the rest, the 
trumpeter (a very curious insect about an inch in length); saluted, 
our ears l~egularly for a. few hours a.fter sUll-set, with a soun~ so 
strong, that the first time I heard It, I actually thought a party 
of dragoons were approaching the Bungalows;, nor, could I be 
persuaded for some time, that such a diminutive creature could 
possibly po~sess organs capable of emitting such a tremendous 
loud note. 

ANIMA LS, BIRDS, &c. 
Deer of a very curious species are sometimes, tliough rarely, I 

found in the' woods of this island; but lions, tigers, and other 
,ferocious anilnais, are unknown. ' A tiger did once swim across 
'from the Queda shore, and made for the mountains here, _ but 
was shot soon after his landing; he was supposed to be the only 
one that ever was on the island. Birds of the most beautiful 
piuma;,.e are seen on almost every branch of a tree through this 
island ~ but nature has been so very bountiful in clothing them 
with her most ~m~d!/ 1i-veries, that she has thought proper to 

'If Pulo Penang being one hundred, degree~ eas~ (,If Engl.and, it is sun-set in 
the former, and mid-day ill the latter place, at the same time. 

, N 3 
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~ make a drawback, by depriving them of those melodious notes, 
1805. which sO'"often charm us in birds of a more homely exterior. 

Marck. There is, however, one small bird on this island (whose name 
1 forget), which perches amo~g th~ leaves of the tall ~reca tree, 
and sings mornings and evenmgs, m a style far superIor to that 
of any bird I have seen between the tr.opics. . 
. The argus pheasant is found on this island,but they are gene­
rally brought over dried from the Malay coast, where they abound 
in great plenty, and are here sold for a dollar each. . 

DOMESTIC ANIMALS.' 

'With respect to the domestic animals, they are but few; and 
those brought from the neighbouring parts: horses from Pedir, 
'on the coast of Sumatra; buffaloes fr:om Queda; and sheep, &c. 
from Bengal. 

CURIOUS MANNER OF SWIMMING BUFFALOES 

. The buffaloes are brought over from the opposite coast, in a 
Ivery curious manner; six or eight of them being collected to­
gether on the beach, thongs of leather, or pieces of ratan, are 
passed in at one nostriL and out at the other, then made fast to 
the sides and stern of one of the boats, which is pushed off from 
the shore, and, the buffaloes driven into the water along with it ; 
these thongs or ratans keeping their noses above water, and as­
sisting them ih swimming, uutil they gain the opposite shore, 
unless seized on their passage by the alligator. -

The buffalo often becomes a most dangerous animal when 
enraged by the heat of the ~un,' or any other cause, and seems 
then to imiklte the frantic tragedy, which its savage master (the 
Malay) oGcasionally performs, when "running the muck"." 
At these periods, the animal rushes furiously upon every thing in 
its way, anddashe~ into the houses, upsetting and breaking through 
all obstructions; as it is possessed of great muscular strength, 

_and runs about with impetuous velocity, there is no mode of 
subduing it, but by killing the animal with spears or shot 
. A large one lately made a desperate sally through George-

9WU, \dlile the gentlemen. of tIle settlement fired on himin 

!if Running a muck, is a practice that has prevailed time immemorial 
amo.ng the~Maluy~ :-~ 1'un a muck, in .the original sense of the ·word, is. to 
get.lUt?xlcated With opIUm or ba~gue'(.Julce of the hemp, which has an m­
t!)xlcatmg quality) and th~n rush mto the streets, with a drawn weapon, and 
'kill every. one that <:omes III the way, till the party is him~elf either killed, or 
takEn pr.;honer. It the officer takes nile of these amocks or mohau,h, (as 

- they have beel; called by an easy COlT Llp tion ) a1i-"c. he has a considerable 
reward, ltnd the unhappy wretches are always hroken alive on the wheel; 
but 'such is the fury of tbeir desperation, that three outo!" four are neces­
sarily destroyed ill attempting to secure thew. 
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all directions, from their verendahs; at length h~ rushed through ~ 
the governor's kitchen, upsetting the cook and all his utellsils; 1805. 
but what was still worse, a ball from a rifle, aimed at the furious Maj'chl. 
buffalo, unfortullately' struck the poor harmless cook; and be-
tween the fright occasioned by, the animal, and the idea of being 
shot to boot, he very nearly died. .. 

. . As these creatures have very 'little hair on their bodies; they 
are utterly unable to bear the scorching rays of the sun towards 
mid-day: at these times, therefore, they betake themselves to 
every pool and puddle in the neighbourhood, rolling themselves 
in the mud, and then lying with their nostrils just above water, 
until the fervency of the atmosphere has somewhat,abated. Ou 
coming out from their cool retreats, they are the most uncouth 
and disgusting objects imaginable, having a coat of clay an inch 
or two in thickness, which in a few minutes is hardened by the 
sun .into a crust that defends their hides from his powerful rays 
during the remainder of the day.. " 

They are the only animals used in labour; their flesh is tolera­
bly good, and an excrescence that grows on the top of theil,', 
shoulders called a hump, when salted and well preser.ved, (espe­
cially in Bengal,) is esteemed excellent eating; in short, it is the 
most useful animal in India. 

DESTRUCTIVE ANIMALS • 

. Alligators are very common round the shores of this island, 
rendering it very unsafe to bathe on any part of the coast. Snakes 
of an immense size have likewise· been found here by the early 
~ettlers,hut are now very rare. Bandicotes (a species of large 
rat,) are extremely numerous on the island, and do a great, deal 
of mischief, as does likewise the white ant. It is astonishing 
what effects these' very small insects are capable of producing.! 
they will destroy the interior parts of the be~ms and rafters in 
houses; leaving a thin external shell of sound" wood, lhat com'" 
pletely deceives the eye, and lulls into a false security the un­
Iluspecting lodger, who frequently sees with astonishment the 
whole fabric come tumbling to the groulld without any apparent 
cause, or perhaps, is himself involved in its ruins! 

WHITE ANTS DANGEROUS IN SHIPS.· 

When these dangerous insects find their way on board of ships, 
it becomes a very serious concern; as no one can tell where they 
maY' be making their destructivlf burrows, perhaps ,through, the 
thin plank that separates th~ whole crew from eterlllty ! 

In these cases there is no method of destroying them, but by 
sinkino' ,the vessel in shall6w water for some" days, until they arc ,:" 

all drowned. 
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1805. TREES AN D SHRUBS. 

March. 'rhe principal useful trees, shrubs, and plants on this island, 
are those that bear the cocoa.,lIut, areca-nut, pepper, and betel. 

. COCOA-NUT 'l'REE. 

The cocoa-nut tree is raised by burying the nut (stript of its 
fibrous root,) at some depth in the ground; and it is very singu­
lar that the stem is nellrly as thick whel} it makes its appearance 
above ground, as it ever becomes afterwards, though it some­
times rises to the height of fifty or sixty feet. 

The cocoa-nut inilk forms a mOllt delicious and wholesome be­
verage in the hot wcather; and so ooes the toddy, which is this 
milk or juice fermented.' . 

Plantations of these trees are very valuable, as they will rent 
at a dollar a tree pet annum, as long as they continue to bear 
fruit. The fibres round the nut are the most valuahle parts~ of 
which they make the koira cable, and rope, so much used in 
all the country ships. 

THE ARECA-NUT TREE. 

Th~ Areca tree makes a very handsome appearance, its hranch­
esare small, but its leaves are very beautiful, forming a round 
tuft at the top of the trunk, which grows as straight as an arrow 
to the height of twenty-five or ~hirty feet. : 

The shell which contains the fruit is about the size of a wal­
nut, and of a yellowish red colour outside, and rough within; 
when ripe it is astringent, and not unpleasant to the taste. 

It is needless to say how much this nut (when mixed with leaves 
of the betel and chunam,) is· used in chewing by lilll classes of 
the l1atives. This composition is called pi11ang, (whence the name 
of the island,) aHd though it has an agreeable flavour, it gives 
the mouths of the natives \\ ho use it a most diabolical appear-

. ance, rendering what few stra~gling teeth they have as black as jet; 
'while their disgusting chops seem as gory, as if they' had been 
Juangling a piece of raw flesh * ! 

*" They :~pit ?ut the .Ii1'st ,iuice, and I think such a precaution is very pro­
per; for otherWIse the calx (chunam) which is mi){cd with it,.)Vould excoriate 
th.e gums and palate. It is also to be ohserved~ that if the betel and areca, 
7Vttlwut the ca/,t', be chewed, the juice pressed from it in mastication is of 
a green colour: but upon adding a small quantity of calx, the same juice 
becomes redder than blood." 

Garcias ab Orta, par::,graph 3d. , 

" I hold this masticatory as g~cadv preferable to tobacco. However, ~ 
lone; continued use of it, not only erodes the teeth by the calx it contaiJJs, 
ilut <:I'~n c:""e; thcm to fallout, Besides, 'when the fausel nut or tile fruit 
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PEPPER PLANT. . ~ 
The pepper plant is a shrub whose root is small, fibrous, and 1805. 

flexible, it rises into astern which requires a tree or prop to sup- ·lIlarck. 
port it; its wood has the same sort of knots as the ville, and when 
dry it exa,ctly resembles the vine branch. 
. The leaves, which have a strong smell and pungent taste, are 
of an oval shape, but they diminish towards the extremity, ~nd 
end in a point. From the flower buds, which are white, and 
sometimes placed in the middle, sometimes at the extremities of 
the branches, are produced small berries resembling those of the 
currant .tree; each of these contain from twenty to thirty corns 
of pepper: they are commonly gathered ill October, and ex­
posed to the sun seven or eight days. The fruit, which was green 
at first, and afterwards red, when stripped of its covering, assumes 
the appearance it has when we see it: it is not sown, but planted; 
a great nicety is required in the choice of the ,shoots: it produces 
1l!J fruit till the end of three years, but bears so plentifully the 
three succeeding years, that some plants yield six or seven pounds 
of pepper in that period. The bark thel1 begins to shrink, alld 
in twelve years time it ceases bearing, . 

" The culture of pepper is not difficult; it is sufficient to plant 
it in a rich soil, and carefully to pull up the weeds that grow in 
great abundance round its roots, especially the three first years. 
As ili~ ~un is highly necessary to the gr~wth o~ the pepper plant, 
whf\n It IS ready to bear, the trees that support It must be lopped, 
to prevent their shade from injuring the fruit." .. 

, (Marsden's Hist. of Sumatra.) 

BET·EL. 

The betel is a species of this genus. It is a climbing and 
creeping plant like the ivy; and its leaves a good deal resemble 
those of the citron, though they are longer and narrower at the 
extremity. It grows ill all parts of India, but thrives best ill 
moist places: the natives cultivate it as we do the vine, placing 
props for it to run aiJd climb upon; and it is a common practice 
to plant it against the tree that bears the areca-nut. 

FRUITS. 

Fruits are plentifLiI on this beautiful island; the pine-apple 
grows wild, while slwddocks, plantains, jack-fruit, oranges, 
Lemons, &c. are reared with the greatest ease. 

of the pynan" is not ripe, it quickly iuduces a giddines.~ of th~ head. This' 
syinptolll illd~ed vanishes on eating a little salt, or taking a draught of cold 
1caier: I would then admit a modemte usc of it as adentrifice, and sweet­
e!ler of the breath; but condemn the ahuse of it as much as of tobacco~ for 
ill. my opinion it is the height of m,ulness to use as aliment, a substance 
which has the ·efficacy of a viulent medicine.", \:', 
..• Bontius; page 192. 
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~ In the botanical garden may be seen the cinnamon, brearI-fruit, 
1805. and a great variety of curious a~d useful trees. 

March. 
WATER. _ 

Hitherto there was considerable difficulty in watering ships at 
thi's island, as the boats wel'e obliged to go to some ·distance from 
the town to fill the casks, and that too on a beach so shelving, 
that they were forced to roll deV\'n the casks into the water, and 
parbuckle them into the hoats, with incredible fatigue. 

There is lIOW, however, a conduit formed, which leads the 
water fFOm the. foot of the mountain down to the town, and even 
to the extremity of a wha.rf, which projects upwards of one hun­
dred and fifty' yards into the sea, and wqere boats may lie and 
have their casks tilled by a hose, that leads from a cock on the . 

"""harf into the bung-holes. of the casks. . . 
This water too, is of an excellent quality; as it comes directly 

from the waterfal, without passing through .any fens or ma.rshes, 
whereby' it might be injured: this is a work of very gr~at public 
utility, a~ the principal objeet of this settlement is the' supplying­
our China fleets with wood and. water. 

TRADE. 

Though Prince of Wales's island exports very little of its own 
productions, except pepper and wood, yet there is a very con­
siderable trade carried on here, from its being in a central situ­
ation between India, China, and the eastern islands. 

The merchants tak~ advantage of the fleets passing and re-­
passing, to export to China, &c. opium, betel, pepper, tin, ra­
tans, an.d various other articles which they have ready 'collected ; 
and for which they receive either dollars, or the productions of 
China and the eastern isles, which they afterwards ship off to 
India, or send home to Europe, which ever they may find most 
a.dvantageous. 

LAW. , 

Hitherto this flourishing little settlement has contrived to sub­
sist without larp; excepting that particular branch of it,denomi­
nated club-law! and yet I believe upon the whole the scales of 
jllsticf have hung as much in equilibrio here, as in many larger 
communities, "where laws and lawyers grow as thick as hops!" 

'Whether the new order ·of things about to takf! place on this, 
isla.nd, will produce any vibration in the balance of. justice, re­
mams to be proved. But as I have nothing to do with politics, 
and as I am on the point of taking a reluctant farewel of this 
he-dUtiful island, I must just mention the English settlers: though' 
l can say little more of them than of those· in Calcutta, Maqras, 
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ac. every unprejudiced .person must confess, that they are hospi.,. ~ 
table and friendly to strangers; and have shewn great marks of ~80~~ 
kindness and attention to the officers of the navy in particular. arc • 

Could. I indulge my own feelings, I would here return my 
si~cere thanks to man!! of the gentlemen of this little settlement, 

,whose kind offices solaced many others, as wel~ as myself, while 
recovering from severe illness; but as I cannot mention names, 
I shall wave the su-bject, by wishing the whoLe settlement every 
rrospe1'ity and ltaPfines5 they can desire! 

'~, PASSAGE TO MADRAS. 
Embarked on board H. M. ship R-- for a passage to Ma- April 1. 

dras, and bade' adieu to the pleasantest settlementin India, Prince 
if Wales's island. 
. As this was the period at which the north-east monsoon shifts 
to that of the south-west, we consequently had very disagreeable 
and unsettled weather, especially among the Nicobar islands~ 
~here we experienced nothing but a succession of heavy squalls, 
calms, deluges of rain, and not unfrequel1tly tremendous thun .. 
del' stornis. One night in particular, the thunder seemed to rend' 
the very heavens! the claps bursting close over our heads, and the 
lightning flying around us:in apparent balls of fire, so as to ex­
cite considerable anxiety, lest some of them should be attra\!ted 
by the great quantity of iron work in so 'large a ship: he, how­
ever, who 

" Rides on the' whirlwind, and directs the storm," 

led us safe through this awful specimen of 'his' works! 
Thomson has painted one of those scenes so inimitably~ ~ha~ 

I caimot help transcribing a part of it. 

" At nrst heard solemn o'er the verge of heav'n, 
I< The tempest-growls; but as it nearer COllies, 
" And rolls its awful burden on the' \vinds, 
« The lightnings flash a larger curve,- and more 
" The noise astounds; till overheard a sheet. 
" Of livid flame discloses wide, then shuts, 
I< And open~ wideF; shuts and opens still" 
" Expansive, wrapping ether in a bla~e, 
" Follows the loosen'd aggravated roar, 
"Enlarging, deepening, mingling peal on peal, 
" ~rUl!h'd 'horri~le! cOllvulsing beaven, and earth!" 

After a tedious -passage we arrived in Madras roads on the 21. 
twenty-first of April. 

JUGGLERS AT MADRAS. 

-Amon'" the various novel objects that occupy the attention of 
a'lJtrange~ for /lome time after arriving in this country, I must not 

vOY AGE TO IN DJA) &c.] 0 
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~ pass over the celebrated juggler,~ of India, of whom. .those at 
1805.l\1adras are said to be the most expert. 
April. 'It would be impossible to enumerate the various trieks 

which they perform with snakes, balls, cups, &c. 
The gr~at flexibility of their joints and muscl~s-tIieir ~ober 

manner of living, and their unwearied application in th'e attaw­
mcnt of perfection in their art, render them much sup~rjor in my 
opinion, to the Europeans in many of th~ir .legerdemain decepw 
tions aud tricks. " 

, J shall pass over these, however, to mention one where there 
is no deception; but which is nevertheless one of their chif 
d'IXuvres-1 mean 

SWALLOWING THE SWORD. 
This story carries stich an air of iniprotability on its forehead, 

that, though J saw, and ascertained it to be a fact, yet I should 
be very shy in relating . the same in England, lest I should be 
ranked among tho'se, who having doubled the Cape,. take of course 
,the liberty to embellish their narrations with a few "agreeable 
det)iations from truth*." , .' . 

I have no fear, however, that th~ inteliige1'bt r~ader will doub~ , 
the truth of the statement, when the particulars are related. 

This sword has some resemblance to a common'spit ia ,shape, 
ex.cept at the. handle, which is merely a part of the blade it .. elf, 
rounded and elongated into it: little rod. It is from twenty-twp 
to twenty-six inches in length, about an inch in breadth, and 
about one-fifth of an inch in tbickness; the edges and point are 
blunt, beillg rounded, and of the same thickness as the rest of 
the ',blade. It is of iron or steel, smooth, and a little bright. 

Having been visited one day by one of these Conjurors, Ire. 
solved to see clearly his mode of performillg this operation; and 
for that purpose ordered him to seat himself on the floor of the 

,verendah, and having satisfied myself with respect to the sword, 
by attempting to bend it, and by striking it against a stone, I 
firmly grasped it by the handle, and ordered him to proceed. 

He first took out a small phial of oil, and with one of his 
fingers rubbed a little of it over the surface of the instrument; 
then stretching up his neck as much as possible, and bending 
himself a little backwards, he introduced the point of it into his 
rno,uth, and pushed it gently down hi~ throat, until my hand, 
whlch was on the handle, came in contact with his lips! 

'II" Thejuggle1.'s or 5light-of-hand men greatly excel whatti\-er I have scen 
or heard of them il~ Europe: their tricks and deceptiuns in short are so 
amazmg, t1~at I confess I have no't the courage to relate what.l myself have 
b~en eye' ~V1tll,ess to, or bef.n crcdibl yinformed; for feat' of being taxed 

,with runllmg mtu that marvel'lous,. of which travellers are so fOlld.'.~ 

Grose's Voyage to the East Intiies, page 185. 
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He then made a sig-n with one of his hands, for me to feel ~ 
the point of the instrument, between his breast and navel, which 1805. 
I cou,ld plainly do, by bending him a little more backwards, and JYIay 
pressmg my fingers on his stomach, he being a very thin and lean 
fellow. 

On letting go the handle of the sword, he instantly fixed on it 
a little machine that spun round, and disengaged a small fire­
work, which, encircling his head with a blue ~ftame, gave him 
as he then $Qt, a truly diabolical appearance! 

On withdrawing the illstnmlent, several parts of its surface 
were covered with blood, which shewed that he was still obliged 
to use a degree of violellce iu the introduction, 
. f was at first a good deal surprised at this transaction alto­
gether; but when 1 came to reflect a little upon it, -there ap­
peared nothing at all impl'Obable, much less impossible, in the 
business. He told me, on giving him a trifle, that he had been 
accustomed-from his early years to introduce at first small elastic 
instruments down his throat and into his stomach; that by de­
grees he had used larger and larger ones, until at length he was 
able to use the present iron sword. _ ' 

As I mentio-ued before, the great flexibility of their joints imd 
muscles,-the laxness of th,eir fibres, and their temperate mode of 
life, render them capable of having,considerable violence done -
to the fleshy parts of their bodies, without any dangt'r of the 
iriflammation, and other aad effects, which would be produced in 
the irritable bodies of Europeans. Witness their being whirled 
round on the point of a pole, suspended by a. hook thrust into 
the fleshy part of their backs, without experiencing any fatal 
consequences. 
- There is, therefore, no great \~onder, if by long habit, and 
stretching up their netks, they are able to bring the different 
windings of the passage from the mouth to the stomach into a 
straight line, or nearly so ; ;and thereby slide down the sword 

I into the latter orgau without much diffiCulty. 
They exhibit innumerable trickH with snakes, which they have 

perfectly tame, and pretend to charm by their music ;-h\-lt they 
'take care to have the poison-bags out out from their jaws, al­
though they pretend to the contrary. 

!i"ERPE~TS, 

From a number of iO<Tenious and useful experiments mad~ 
~n the poison of sel'pent~, by Mr., William 'Boag, surgeon on 
the Bombay establishment: 1 canuot help extractmg ths follow­
ing curiou.'l particulars, which must gratify the curiosity of every 
reader. 
. Mr. B. begins byobsening, " that by far the greatest number 

o ~ . 
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of serpents are not venemous. Gmelin describes 219 different 
kinds of snakes; of which Linnreus informs us, that only about 
one in ten are poisonous, We likewise know that many snakes 
are not poisonous to man, though they may bl? destructive to 
lesser animals. 

" It would be a desirable thing to be able to ascert;,lin, from 
tIle appearance of a snake, whether it be poisonous or not; but 
these animals so nearly resemble one another, that it isimpossi­
bIe, without great experience, to distinguish them.~rhe skin on 
the belly and tail of .serpents is composed of scales, which vary 
in number' and arrangement, in different serpents, and the co­
lour, whi,ch is most, attended to, is a very faIlaci<?us mark, for it 
commonly changes with age. A serpent with a large head is ge­
nerally suspected to be venemous; but the mark which is ehiefly 
to be depended 011, ~ the large canine teetft or fangs, fixed in the 
upper jaw, which are commonly two in number, but sometimes 
more: These, teeth are covered with a membranous sheath; 
and are crooked, movable, and hollow, to give passage to the 
venom, which ,they receive from a small reservoir, that runs 
along the palate of the mouth, and passes through the body of 
each fang. This reservoir contains but a small quantity of 
.venom, which is forced out of it, when the animal attempts to 
bite, by a strong muscle, fixed on the upper jaw for that pUIi­
pose. It has been well observed by Linnreus, that if nat~re hal 
thrown them naked on the ,ground, destitute of limbs, and ex­
posed to every misery, she has in return supplied them with a 
deadly poison, the most terrible of all weapons!" 

SYMPTOMS OF, THE BITE. 
" The symptoms which arise from the bite of a serpent, are com~ 

monly pain, swelling,alld redness in the part bitten; great faint-~ 
ness with sickness at stomach, and sometimes vomiting succeed; 
the breathing becomes short and laborious; the pulse low, qui~k, 
and interrupted. The wound, which was at first red, becomes 
livid, black, and gangrenous; the skin of the wOUllded limb, 
and sometimes of the whole body, takes a yel~ow hue; cold 
sweats and convulsions come on; and the patient sinks some­
times in a few hours, but commonly at the end of two, three, 
or four days; , 

" This is the usual progress when the disease terminates fa­
tally; .but h~ppily the patient will most commonly r.ecover; a 
refiect!on whIch should moderate the fears of those who happen 
,to be bitten by snakes ;und which, at any rate, should, as much 
as possible, ,be resisted, a,s the depressing passion of fear will ill 
all rase::, a'Sslst the operatlim of the poison. 

" \\ tth respect to the manner in which the poison acts upon 
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the h~'man body, it m.ust be alI?~ed, that thi~ is a very interesting ~ 
qtte~tlOn.; a greatvanety of opm!Olls have ansen, and hardly any 1805 .. 
subject IS les~ understood.. May. 
. ., Late physicians, supported hy tbe respectable authority of 

~ Dr. Mead, observing how suddenlydeat\:l ensues after the bite, 
have concluded that the venom must act through the meciillll1 of 
the nerves only.. ' 
, "B~t the celebrated Fontana has combated this doctrine, by 
Jemonstrating, from a variety of experiments on differellt ani­
luals! that the vehom of the viper is perfectly innocent, when 

'applIed to the nerves only; that it produces in them no sensibie 
change, and that they are incapable of conveying the poison to . 
the anim!\l. On the other halld, he has shewn distinctly, that 
it acts immediately upon the blood; and through the medium of 
this fluid, it destroys the irritability of the muscular' fibres, and 
produces death.'" 

After some observations on the natul'e of the blood and· at­
mospberical air, Mr. B. advances a conjectur~, that the poison 
of serpents acts upon the blood, by attracting the oxigen, which 
it receives from the air in its passage through' the lungs, and 
upon which its vitality depends. 

In support of this opinion he adduces the following argu­
ments :-" 1st, Man and other warm-blooded animals, exposed 
to an atmospheric air deprived of oxigen, quickly expire. 
The poisoll ofa serpent, when introduced into the blood" also 
causes death; but carried into the circulation by a wound, and 
in very small quantity, its operation is comparatively slow,. 

2d.-" The appearances on dissection, in both cases, are 
yery similar; the blood becomes of a darker hue, and coagulates 
'abotlt the heart and larger vessels; the irritability of the fibres 
are destroyed in both cases, and the body has a strong tendency 
.to putrefaction." . 
, Mr: B. observes, that the venom of serpents has a much 
greater effect on warm, than cold-blooded animals; the !'cason of 
which he supposes to be this: "that coltl-blooded anImals '~o 
not require so large a proportion of oxigen, to preserve them III 

'hearth, as warm-blooded allimals do." 
, 'After enumerating the variety ofopil1ions, and various reme· 
'dies in use ainong the older physicians, he proceeds. to take. no-
tice of the modern remedies; and first of the volatde,alkf!}~' 

, "This is the remedy most commonly used by phYSICIans, 
'both here and in Europe. But the belief which ~oflnerlypre­
vailed~ that it possessed some specific power, wInch correct,ed 

, the poison, seems now exploded. It seems to have no other 
effect tban that of being a stimulus." 
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.. 
METHOD OF CURE. 

, I( A ligature should as soon as possible be tied aQovethe 
bitten part, so as to impede, but not entirely to stop tile circu­
lation of the blQQd; for the bite of a serpent is for the most 
part superficial, and the poison is carried into the circulation by 
the smaller vessels on the surface. The wound should next be 
scarified and washed \;Vith a solution of lunar caustic, in water. 
i would prefer for this purpose a weak solution; as it may be 
used more freely, and frequelJtly repeated: the same medicine 
should likewise be given ·internally, and repeated at intervals, as 
circumst~nces may point" out: . . ' 
, " I know, from experience, that half a grain of lunar caustic~ 

dissolved in two ounces of water, may be taken two or three 
times a day, and its use be persisted in for several days with 
safety. To these means might be added (if the symptoms are 
not relieved), a warm bath, acidulated with nitrous acid. In this 
bath, which ,should be made sufficiently strong to produce a very 
seilsible irritation on the ~kin, the wounded limb, and a great 
part of the body, might be' placed for half an hour, and.repeat­
ed as circumstances might direct." 

EXPERIMENTS. 

lC Having procured a snake, a large Cob1'a de Capello, with 
the venomous teeth and poison bag eritire, the following expe­
riments were made: 

" Ex. 1. The snake was made to bite a young dog in the 
hind leg, and for which no medicine, either internal or external, 
was made use of. The dog ~lpOlJ b~ing bit howled violently for 
a few minutes; the wounded limb soon became paralytic; in 
ten minutes the dog lay senseless and convulsed; in thirteen mi-
nutes he was dead. . 

" Rx. 2. A dog of a smaller size and younger was bitten in 
the hind. leg, when he was instantly plunged into thewarin nitre 
bath, prepared on purpose. The wound was scarified and 
washed with the solution of lunar caustic 1 while some of it was 
poured dowil his throat. The dog died ih the same time, and 
with the same symptoms, as the former. 

" Ex. 3. After an interval of one day, the same snake wag 
made to bite a young puppy in the hind leg; but above the part 
bitten a ligature was previously tied: the wound was scarified, &c. 
as in the other. The dog did not seem to feel any other injury 
than that arising from the ligature round hi8 leg: half an hour 
after being bitten, the ligature dressing, &c. were removed. Th~ 
do~ soon began to sink; breathed quick, gotconvulsed, and died;" 
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• t' Ex. 4 ~ 5. Two other'dogs \~ere bitten; ~nd the wounds ~ 
sImply scarIfied, _ and dressed with the lunar caustic, they, conti~ nos. 
oued well for two hours; but died in the course of the day. . !rIa!! 
- "Ex. 8. A _dog being bitten by the snake, the wound was 

wjlshed with volatile alkali; and the same medicine given in­
ternally, dIluted with water, and repeated at intervals. This-dog 
was shortly a(ter convulsed and died in three hours. Another 
with the same means uscd, died in eighteen minutes. 

" Ex. l~. A young puppy was bitten in the ear, and exactly 
half a minute afterwm:ds the ear was cut off. The wound bled 
-freely; the dog continued well for half an hour, then drooped~ 
and in half an hour more died. - __ 

" These experiments will, perhaps, serve little other purpose 
than to prove the quick and destructive operations of -the poison 
()£ this kind of serpents, and of the inefficacy qf the most ce- _ 
lebrated I'emedies, which have hitlIerto been discovered. 

" It is certain however, that, upon largcr animals the progress 
would have been neither so rapid nor destructive; and upon the 
human body it is also probable, that the remedies might have had 
greater success." " 

The eau de luce has lately been found to have the very best 
effects in bites of serpents on the human body. 

REMARKS ON SLEEPING IN THE OPEN AIR. 

Europeans in general, on their first arrival in India" are pre­
possessed with the idea, that sleeping at night in the open air 
must be a very dallgerous practice; in the course of, a short re-. 
Bidence on shore indeed, they get rid of tl:is prejtldlce, by' ~b .. 
serving most of the Nali'ecs, and many of the EU1'opeans, sleepmg 
in open terraces and veJ'endahs, not only with impunit.1j,_ btlt ~5 
a preservative against the debilitating effects of a hot .cllIll~te*. 
!But on board shjps~ where they have not an opportumty of see .. 
mg or reflecting Oil these circumstances, they frequently adhere 

*" Though all excesses of-in<'1'case lmo deC1'case (If stimulus ShOl:ld h.e 
--avo'ded, v,:t it c-ertain 'oarial ion of stimulus seems to pro\ollg tLe excllabl­

lity of th~ ,V5I em; thus, t1l1lse who are uniformly habituat.ed ~o. m,uel-!, ~r­
,tilicial heat; as in \I'ann parlours in the wiuler mOlllhs, lose their ~rntablh~y 
in some deg.ee, and become feeble like hot-ho~l.le plu"ts; Luthy ~1:eq~entJy 
going for a tillie iuto the coi.j air, the sClJsonal power of JlTltablhty ~s uc~ 
cUrlJulatced, . aua the!/ bC<'OI11.C sl1'ongel'. 

" Whence it may t;c deduced, that the vflrialiorl:s of the ~old lind heat of 
this climate (England) Cfflntribnte to :,tren/i.then_ It; IIlhaLltal:ts, ~ho ar~ 
mora active and yigorou, than thu=c ot elther IlHlch warmer 01 lUuch colder 
olimates." 

Addifinnfll Nnte~ to" ORIGIN OF 
" SGCIEn-," page 29. 
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~ (for a,cons1derable time after their arrival on'the station} to the e~" 
,May tablished,regulations, of making every man sleep in his proper 
J80S. berth, and suffering n,one to lie about the decks; a system in my 

opinion very prejudicial to the health of ships' companies in 
India. 

At sea indeed, it is not of so much consequence, where the 
watch on deck always gives sufficient room to those bel6w; but 
it is in harbours and roadsteads, where the air is much hotter 
than at sea, that the impolicy of the measure becomes manifest. 

ILLUSTRATION. 
I think the folIo~ing comparison will set this circumstance in 

a clear pointof view, and ,vill be found tolerably correct. 
We will suppose, that there are two frigates lying at anchor in 

Madras roads; in one of which, the regulations above-mentioned are 
strictly adhered to, viz. the Ma,ste1' at Arms has particular orders, 
"to see] that every man be in his hammock by nine o'clock, 
and that none be, permitted, on any pretence whatever, to lie 
about the,decks afterwards." 

We \"iIllikewise, suppose, that every man, whenhe turns into 
his hammock, falls fast asleep in a few minutes, \vhich (by the 
bye) is not always the case: about eleven o'clock, h~,~ever, 
I will venture to say he awakes in a deluge of perspiration, and 
panting with the heat, and rarefied air; upon which he turns out 
and goes'upon deck, for the purpose (as he tenns it) of getting a 
moutlijiil offresh air; apostrophizing, ~s he a&cends, the infernal 
heat of the climate! . 

Under pretence of going to the head, he gets upon the for~ 
castle, when the cool breeze froln the .shore immediately chills 
him, and gives a sudden check to his perspiration; after taking 
,a few turns here, he is compelled (though with much reluctance,) 
to repair once m<:Jre to his hammock, from whence' he makc5,. 
perhaps, two or three more excursions in the course of the 
night. 
. ~ext morning when the hands are turned up, instead of being 
m~Igorated and refreshed by a good sleep, he feels himself lan­
gmd and enervated.' ' 

If we take a view of the tout~el1Semble on a muster-day, ,,:e 
will observe, that thi~ ship's compau)' have a pallid, debilitated 
appearance, compared with the generality of sailors; and of 
course, t~at they are .highly obnoxious to the prevailing diseas~s 
of the clImate. It IS needless to remark, that the sick-list III 

tois ship will be a!ways Ci"owded, and that a great proportion of 
her complell)ent wlll be occasionally at the lw,~pita!. 

Let n~ now revert to the other /rirrate . where althoug:h the 
orders and regulations aUo.\fC alluded t~) stilt exist,' yet fro~l pm·. 
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der~tial motn'es) the non-observance of them is winked at by the ~ 
officers..' 1805. 

If we tak~ a ramble round the decks befween nine and ten MaJ . 
. o\l~ck at night,-we will first'remark, that, contrary to the prac-
tice in many ships, the Azemincrs are here allowed to remain un­
furled, fore and aft, during the night; that circular holes are 
eu! in them 0pp0Si1:e all the hatchways, in order that the wind-
sails may ascend to a considerable height through those aper-
tures, and Consequently be capable of throwing down a great 
body of cool ail' into the 'tween decks. . 

We can plainly perceive, that great attention i~ paid to these 
Irtost useful ventilators; and that the quartel'-maste1'S have strict 
orders to keep them constantly trimmed to the breeze. 

If we now look around us,' we see theforecastle;booms, waib't..; 
net,tings, and after-part of the ,quarter-deck, strewed"witb sailors' 
and marines, in the ordinary dresses which they wore during the 
day; ,and if we can form a conclusion from "'the droni~ mu­
sic of the vocal nose," we may safely pronounce them fast rocked 
in the anuS of Morphetis. , '_ 
, ,In this state they remain during the night,' very few, of theni 
~w:aking till the boatswaids pipe rouses aU hamt9, to duty at da),. 
light. ", 
. 'On getting up, they feel themselve~, not only well rifreshed 
by a sound night's sleep, but highly invigorated; and their nerves 
so braced by the cool night ai,', tliat they are rendered able to gO" 
thrO'ugh the duty of the day with alacrity, though beneath a me-
ridian sun. ' '. . 

The general appearance of this ship's comptmyi' when mus­
tered, is very different from tli{lt of the other. '. Here, instead of 
the lfippocratic counte?lanCe, .the men appear with complexions 
approximating.to those of,the nati~'e Hilldoos! In short, they look 
stout and healthy, and the complement is seldom weakened bya 
long sick-list or discharges to' an hospital. 

Upon the whole, from' my own experience, and that of othets 
who have been long on the station; I am convinced it wOlvld be 
a wise and salutary regulation, to ,keep the a'[rmings ¥Jrrad dur­
ing, the night, and allow the men to sleep in the open air, es~ 
peciall.!J in' harbour, and ill lwt weather. I 

RElitECTlO'!'iS. 

Every indulgence c6mpatible with tire service and good dis­
cipline, ahould be libel,:aUy granted to the British seaman serving 
in India; where heJs not only cut bff, as it were, from all in­

, tee,course with his friends and relatives; but from the nature of 
the climate, and his own thol~tless character, he is necessarily 
deprived of that much-prized' i,udul¥,cnce-ff liberty to go Oil 

lOYAG~ 1'0' INDU,,8cc,] J!' 
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shore." And here lH me most sincel'ely hewail the cause (what. 
ever it may be), that can induce government to keep ships sueh 
a length of' tillIe, . on the East India, stqtion, before they are 
relievd! ' The prevailing idea, that inen, by remaining a long 
time in India, become, as it were, seasoned to the climate; and 
thereby better able to hear its effects, is in my opinion erroneous. 
It is true, that most Europeans on their first arrival here, as 
well as in other hot countries, experience a slight' fit of illness, 
after which they probably enjoy good health for thl'ee or fOill" 
years: this slight illness at first, and not length of time in the 
country, is the true seasoning: for after the period a'bove-IDen­
tioned, we may in generaJe'xpect, that the consitution is givifig 
way before the effects of the climate; though it may riot at that 
time be perceived. 

·Butwhen any serious ilhless takes place, the effects of deb i­
lity are easily seen. 1\1 edicines do not act in the. same manner 
on them, as, on people whose constitutions are not impaired by 
the climate, and l;;C fOlmdQtions of chroilic diseases. are laid by every 
subsequent attack. , . 

Add to this, the gloom and despondency which pervade the 
minds of men, whose prospects, of rDturning to their native 
('ountry are remote and uncertain. 

This last circumstance is found to be singularly tmfavourable to 
the el~joyment of hf'alth in this country; people of "17ielancholy 
or timid dispositions. gerlerally faUing- 'cictims to the climate 
first. 

, One would think that all these inconveniences might be easily 
obviated, by sending out a man of war with each cOnvoy of In­
roamen, to relieve the oldest ship on the station; which ship 
l1iight return with the homeward-bound lndiamen: thus affording 
'protection to our commerce, and relief to each ship in her 
turn. 

'Our seamen would then have the ceitain and cheering pI"OS­
pett of returning to their friends in rotation; w hilehope and the 
fond anticipation qf this event, uniting to beguile the tedious 
hoUl's, their time would roll imperceptibly away. 

I should not have enlarged on this subjects so much, \\-ere I 
not of opinion that the page, containing an observation that may 
ultimately tend to preserve the life, or even health, of a British 
Seaman, is perhaps of more real value, than a volume of some' 

, of the literary productions which delil y issue from the press. 

SITUATION OF OFFICERS,-AN D THEIR DATTA. 

. I had almost forgot to mention the situation of the offlcers, 
who cql1~lIy, nay, I believe, more e:x.pos,ed to the infillellce of the 
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climate than the men, have likewise to encounter a numbe!1 of 
pecuniary elJi~arrassments, which are particularly distr~ssingonsq ~ 
remote a ~t~tlon a.s this, where hardly any I;wize-money i~ made., May:' 

There IS md,eed an allowance of table-money by the- East-India 
COmp~\lY~ c31led batta, in the following proportions, viz. Pos~­
Capta1,l1s, bOOI. per. ann.; Masters and COillmanders, 2501. ditto; 
Ward-Room Officers, '241: each, ditto. What'a falling off is here! 
The midshipmen and warrant-officers are not allowed allY thing; 
---but a proportion'of tea and sugar is served to the men, suffici­
ent.for breakfast. 

N ow every officer who draws pay to the amount of 1001. per 
annum, by beiug obliged to take the pagodas a,t 9s. 6d.or lOs. 
(the intrinsic value of which is only 8s.) thus loses 120 or '25 per 
Cent. on his pay; which absorbs the whole of his batta!' He can-' 
not. go ashore on either dtlty or pleasure, without hirillg a palal1-
keen, which subjects him to an expencecol1siderably exceeding 
that day's pay. Add to' this, the great price' of every European 
article, completely c,ounterbalanciilg the cheapness of the 
1rirlian. , 

In short, the officers (below captains) on the Iqdia station, 
areextreluely ill otf; and something should certainly he done to 
enable them to draw their pay without such an enormous dis 
count on their bills. 

CLIMATE. 

It is somewhat singular, that at Madras, and on the Coroman­
del coast in general, there are hardly an} other diseases but those 
of the liver; while at Bengal, that disorder is not so frequent; 
but there are several others which make up, for this deficiency . 

. It has been supposed that the dry sandy soil of the Coromall­
del coast tends, by reflecting the heat of the sun,: to produce 
liver complaints; while the low marshy grounds of BCll,?al, 011 

the other han~ are more favourable to the productIOn. of 
'. fevers, &c. ' 

Madras doesllot experiellce the little rointer which Bengal 
does in December and January; &ut it is mQre refreshed by s~a 
bi'eezes, than the latter place can possibly be, on account of Its 
inland situation. . .. 

It has been a qU,estion, who are best adapt~d to stand' the effects 
of this climate; t4e grOl;s, the lean, the spnghtly, or the senous? 
If I can tJ'ust to my own observations, I w<?uld say the gross and 
sprightly: as I have generally seen th~ mopmg? llle~al1choly, lean,), 

, and irritable people, the first .to be affected WIth Sickness. ! 

p£ 
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MADRAS •. 
'~ There are some very pleasant roads about Madras; that how,> 

1805. ever which leads out to the Mount is extremely beautiful, being 
lJiay. lined with trees on each side, whose foliage is so close, that in 

the evenings and mornings.; the sun is completelY'excluded, and 
of~ course at these seasons, the road is crowded with all ranks 
and descriptioJ}s of people, both .Europeans and Natives. 

ST. THOMAS'S MOUNT. 

This is a pleasant little elevation, in the shape of a cone,. on 
the summit of which is a Portuguese chapel, and a hous~ for 
the Padre who officiates here; It is about six or seven miles from 
:LVI adras, in a westerly direction, and forms the principal land-mark 
for ships approaching this settlement from the· southward, the 
white buildings on its top making a conspicuous figure. 

It is believed by the Portuguese that St. Thomas suffered 
martyrdom in a cave on this mount; having fieq. from his per­
secutors, he was discovered here and transfixed by the lance of a 
Brahmin. 

,The padre shews a painting representing this transaction, and 
. likewise pomts out the spot where it is said to have happened. 

PROSPECT FROM THE MOUNT. 

From t~is pJ.ace there is a very fine view of Madra$ and its 
environs, with an extensive prospect of the Coromandel coast, 
along the whole of which, the surf breaking in three distinct 
lines, and the Massula boats crossing it in various directions, 
,form a very interestipg picture. , 

N otwithst~nding the great heat of the climate, the Pantheon 
at Madras, exhibits, once a ,,'eek, a brilliant assemblage of 
,Qur fair country-women; who having bravely traversed an im­
mense oceJn, cheerfull;y reside on the sultry shores of Hindostau, • 
~o solace our countrymeI}. during their long absence from their 
1.wtive isle! .' 

!t is really a pleasing sight to behold this lovely group, 

" Gaily tripit as they go 
'" On ,tbe light fantastic toe," 

forming a most singular contrast with the swarthy attendants he­
hind them. Besides this public assembly, there are frequent 
private ODCIl; and the I-~ori. Basil Cochrane, whose hospitable 
doors are always Op€lI) gives a l)f!.JI and supper once a week to 
the ladies and ge}ltlemel1 of the se~tlement, the officers' of the 
~rmy, navy, &c;' 
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LEAVE MADRAS. ~ 

On the 2d of June, embarked on board his Majesty's ship 1805. 
H--- for Vizagapatam, where we arrived in three days: June. 
here 1 joined the Caroline,. which ship, from this time till Oc­
tob~r,was employed on the-Coromandel coast, in giving pro-
tectlOII to the commerce of the country. 

The following are slight sketches of the principal places on 
this coast, ~vhere European ships touch. 

All t.l-)e coast from cape ComOl·in to Calymere point, and from 
theflce to Godavery, is fiat and sandy: this sort of appearance in 
some places runs far inland, and often insulates naked 'rocks and 
fiugar':'!oaf peaks. From Calymere point the coast runs almost 
pue north (swelling out a little about Illidway), as far as the 
:Illouth of the Kistna river, in lat. 16" N. 

NEGAPATAi\f. 

A very inconsiderable place of trade, but touched at fre­
quently by ships for bullocks and stock. There is a considerable 
surf at this place, and Europeans should be very cautious how 
theygo Oil shore in ships' boats. 

TRANQUEBAR, 

In lat. lIoN. next place of note ,belongs to the Danes, who 
iirstmade a settlement here in 1617, and now carryon a fiou­
~ishing trade in the manufactures of the country. 

BAl'L\ N TREE. 

Four miles distant from Fort St. David, is the famous 
Ranian tree, or ,ficus fndica, under the shade of which, Mr. 
Ives says, that a Mr. Doige computed that ten thousand men 
mio-ht stand without in(wmmoding themselves, allowing six men 

,to ~ yard' square! Several people have b~ilt houses ~lIder the 
. ~rches, which have been formed by the limbs droppmg down, 

which take'root and become other trees united to the first. The 
arches which these.different stocks make are Gothie, and some­
what like the arches in \Vestnlinster Hall * . 

MASUI,IPAT~M. 

From Kistna point the land turns a few. miles to the north 

'it Milton gives a most beautiful description of this tree in the following 
lines: 

/I There soon they chose 
The fi,'-trer, not that kind fo·r fruit renowu'd, 

, But ~:Ch as at this day to Indians known, 
J n :Aia/<!bar, or Decall, spreads her. arms, , 
.:BraJlch'ing .0 broad all~ long, that m the groullu 
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~ ward, and finishes with that of Divi, projecting from an isle 
ISO.'}. formed by the r\ver; this, with another point about flfty miles 
J:ne . distant, makes a finl3 semilunar bay, a, tr;Jct llOW divided be,t\Yeen 

Oct~er Condapilly, an,d EIlore. '.. • ... . . . 
. • Almost lmmedlately wlthm pOlnt DIVI, he~ Masuhpatam, In 

lat. 1 nO 8' N.' The c::oast is low, the bottom oozy, and the ticit) 
rises abo~lt four ft;et. It W<1S ancielJtly an emporium, falllous 
for its commerce; being happy if) a harbour capaule of re­
ceiving ship~ of corn;iderable burden, and the Ollly olle from Cape 
Comorin to this place capa\;lle of receiving ships of three hun­
rued tOllS. 

" Its tl1lde is chintz amI painted cloth, i. e. calicoes; its 
d)'€s are famous all over India, prQduc~'d from a plant calleq 
shaii, growing on the grounds Qverflowed by the spring tides. 
It is also famed all over India for its slluff of the most excellent 
tlavour.--The Coast alld Bay ships to.llch here for ~loths,&c. 
mmllally." - Vi.d~ Pwltant's {/iewS', V Ql. II. p. 116. 

. . COR1NGA. 

This little ~ett1emeqt~ originally Frencll, is situated on the 
banks of lhe Godavery, and is a place of vel"y little note. The 
country here is so low, that an inundation took place from the sea 
some twelltyyears ago, which destroyed upwards of ten thou­
saHd of the inhabitants. This place is likely to become of con" 
siderable importance, as a wet dock has been formed on the bank 
of the river, capable of taking in our largest frigates; and is the 
only cOllstruction of the kind between Bombay and Bengal. A 

'l)ar of mud, however, lies across t'le entrance of the river, 
through which vC3Sels are obliged to be drll.gged with immense 
fu~. . . 

The A lbatross brig and Wilhelmina frigate have already passed 
this muddy barrier; and it is believed that this obptrf).ction is ca-
pable of being removed. . ' 

Coringa bay. is the only sl11oot.h water on the Corornandel 
coast in the ~. Vi. monso.on; ~oint Godar.vere projecting ?ut to 
the southward, and breakn;lguff the long swell From tillS bay 
we had a distmt view of the famous mountains of Golconda, so 
celebrated for their diamond mines. 

The hended twigs take root, and danc:hters grow 
A hout the moth'~r tree, a pilbu'd shade 
Hi~h over-arch'd, and echoillg; walks between; 
'There oft the Indian berdsman,shllljlling heat, 
Shelters in cool, and tends. his paHuring herds 
.At Ivop-holes cut<thro' thickest shade." . 

PARA Drs .. LOST, Book IX. verse 1100. 
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, GOLcoNDA MIN1>S. ~ 
; The -f?l~o,i('jn~ account of themooe of obtaining these precioUs iS05. 

cOl~mo(;htIes, 'will not perhaps be 'Ullentertaill'inO'. ,J'ltilC 

- ,Tavetheer thus describes, the process of ;earchiu!! for the to 
~ d ~ Oct~r. 'lHamOn .s ;-" After the mmetll have pitched upon the place 
Where 'they ihtend t'o work, they level another place close by of 
the same extent,.or a little bigger, which they indose with a waU 
about two feet hIgh; at the hottotn 'Of that little wn11,at the dis-
tan~e of every two feet, they make small holes to let in the water, 
wblch they stop up aftel'wards ti'll they come to drain out the 
water again; this done, their' 'labours are preceded by acts of 
devoti",n and a very simple feast., - , , 

« When that is over, the men fall,to digging, the Wom'en and 
children to C'<lrl'y the earth to the place 'prep-ared in that manner 
I lrave already described. They dig ten, twelve, and sometimes 
fourteen feet deep; but when theycome to any water they leave 
'Off. " " 

" All the earth being carried into the place before rn'Cl~tioned, 
the men, women,ulld chi1dren~ with pit-chets, ,throw the 'water 
~which i.s in the 'drai!,!! upon the earth, letting it sDak for two Dr 

three days, according to the hardness 'Of it, till it CDme'to be a 
kind of batter; th€,ll theyopell the holes in the wall to letOtlt t~ 
water, and throw on n10re water till all the mud is washed 
aWay, and nothing left but 'the sam!; after thanhey'dry it ill the 
sun, and then theyivinnow the ~and in little winno,,'s, ,as we win­
now 'Our c'Orh: the small dl{st flies away, tbegreat re'mains~ 
\vhich they po'ur out again upon 'the .!~rD1:ind. ' . 

" The earth being,tlius winnowed, they spread it with a kind 
'Of rake as thin as they pDssibly can; then with a WD0den lllstra­
roent, like a pavior's i'atnmer,abDut'half a foot wide at the bot­
tDl'll, they pound tire 'earth from 'One end to the 'Other <two Dr three 
times over.,A,fter that they winnow it aga11l, and then spread­
ing it at one end (If the van, for fear of losing any of the earth, 
they ,look foc'the dialtl0nds."~Part III. page 138. 

'\>']ZAGAPATAM. \ -
Vi~g.apnta'mls situated betWeen MassuIal,atuln an,d G~l1gam.' \ 

On the southern side of the little . ri,'er, that opens mtD the 'sea 
at this plaee, is the Dolphin's Nose, a steep hill,Dn which there 
is a small fort. Th~ 8Ltrroundillg country ismountainoils, and 
'~ssilmesa:ingular '~vjldnessill i't5 fea1tt'reH :tiHlIIy of the l~iUs are 
'el}tirelydestitute of v~getatjon,and are the haunts 'Of Jlc~al~, 
great numbers of ;,\'hich we saw when up the CDUUtl:y SIHJ?tlng. 
At night their cries 'are frightful, -as tlrey go in dr9ves,and 111 fU,ll 
ClJwhen inpurs" .. it of their prey. 'i'hig part or the country IS 
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~ likei\;ise much frequented by tigers and oth~r wild beasts. The 
1805. town is very inconsjderable, the Europeans generally re!1iding at 
JUlle Voltaire, a small village to the north of Vizagapatam. , 

to The natives, besides their cloths,. are very expert in their ivory' 
o.ctoher. works, imitating with some sliccess the Chinese in making cu­

rious little boxes and work-baskets of ivory and bone, which are, 
bought by the Europeans to. take home as presen~s. 

Tbe.suif is here very consIderable Oll the, eubttde. 

Jt\..GRElIfAUl' PAGODA. 

Between Gangam and Ppint Palmiras, bUIlt c~ose on the sea­
shore, stands the celebrated J agrenaut P ag'oda, an excellellt 
landmark on this coast, \\ hich is low tcwards the. sea. Though 
we often anchored near, and passed close to it, yet on account of 
the surf we never had an opportunity of landing to view~ its in­
terior.' The following account of it, however, is taken from Mr. 
Pennant's Views of Hindostan: 

I' A few miles to the north-east of Chilka lake, dose to the 
sea, ::;tand the famous Pagodas-qf Jagrcnaut/ which consist of 
three large and lofty buildings, swelling out in the middle like a 

, barrel, and tapering upwards to a point; these are good land­
marks, and may be seen eight or ten leagues at sea. Besides 
these, are multitudes of smaB-?ues, each of which i~ a sanctuary, 
and contains a ~eity. Besid~8, there are other buildings of dif-' 
ferent forms, some for the reception of pilgrims, of which not less' 
than 150,000 annually ~isit this venerated place, who are enter­
talned here. A singular charity is observed: the casts feed pro­
miscuously, without fear of pollution; a constant dread in every 
other part. 

" Du Perron says, tbat tbe three great pagodas are illCl'osed in a' 
square wall, made of enormous black stones, and that each sid~ 
of the )Vall is an hundred fathoms in extent; and that in each is a' 
gate facing the four, points of the compass. On one of the great 
pagodas is an enormons 0,1: or coro, cut out of stone, with fotH' 
parts projecting fronl the wall ;---this is the f~v'ourite sacred ani­
mal of Hindostan. Near the pagoda is a large chapel, where the' 
~rahmills deliver their discourses: as to the deity, he is eJ>hibited 
111 a form of stone, most rudely cut; Instead of one eye he had 
a ruby, instead of the ,other a carbuncle. _ A Dutc/lman, chief 
Qf the factory, knew the diffel'enc~, and dexterously purloined the' 
ruby. The image has likewise a mouth and nose painted with 
"ermilion. None except Parim's arc denied admittance tf} the' 
deity. 

" The Brahmins wash th€ images of Jagrenaut six times every 
clay, and dress. them every time in fresh clothes; as soon as they 
are dressed" fifty-six Brahmins attend them, and present them 
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with various kinds of food. 'This image is never Fernoved out 
of the temple; but its effigy is often carried inc procession in a 
most enormous coach, four stories high, with sixteen wheels, and 
capable of con tail ling two hundred persons; it is drawn by a cable 
ef great length. Z~alous votaries will fling themselves before 
the whe~ls to gain a death that is to insure them a happy immor­
tality! Near the pagoda are several cells or convents, the lodg­
ings of the Brahmins? of whom there are .about five. hundred. 
Part of these are perpetually employed in praising the deity, -at­
tended with the music of tabo·rs and cymbals; ""'hlle another part 
is busied in dressing quantities o~ rice for the-llse of the numerous 
poor; but a portion is always offered fjr8t to Jagrenaut. Much 

. also is sold to the numerous pilgrims who crowd here from 
aU parts of India. These are not allowed to pay their respects 
to his godship till they have perfonned the ceremony of ablution 
in the neighbouring tank or reservoir, which is made of differeut 
coloured stones. 

" The legend of Jagrenaut is, that he "Vas aforeigner, but­
was found. on tre shore by certain fishermen, in his present form; 
that he addressed himself to them, and informed them that he 
qune. out of pure charity to reside among them, and requested 
a proper lodging, which the reigning prince immediately sup­
plied in its present form. 

"All this country is filled with deer, antelopes, and birds ter~· 
restrial and aquatic, in numbers in~redible; the sea and rivers 
swarm with fishes. 

" The wonder <;eases when we consider the respect paid byihe 
Hindoos to the Pythagor'ean doctrine. They will not eat of 
any animal food; they will neither destroy any allimalJ or sutrer 
to be'destroyed any t~ing in which i~ life." 

" Pareite, mortales, dapibus te~erare nefandis, 
"Corpora. Sunt fruges; sunt dedueentia ramos 
" POlldere poma suo; tumidreque in vitibus uvre; 
" Sunt herbre·dulces. Sunt qure miteseere flamma 
".Mollirique queant.-N ee .vobis lacteus humor 
" Eripitur, nee mella thymi redolentia florem, 
" Prodiga divitias alimentaque mitia tellus, 
" Suggerit atq. epulas sine cede et sanguine prebet, 
" Carne Ferre sedant jejunia." 

" They ne~er drink wine. Like the foIjowers of Pythagoras, 
they never eat any thing that had life: like them, they firmly 
b,l!lieve ip the transmig; ation of souls *; th~y hold t.h~ elements 

" " So erst the sage, with scientific truth .. 
" In Grecian t<'!mples taul'ht t\!' attentive youth; 
" With ceaseless change, how restless atoms pass 
" From life to life, a transmigrating mass; 
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of water and fire in the utmost veneration; the water of the 
Ganges is thought peculiarly'sacred. A cow is most particularly 
respected.. They are monogamists; have their deities and idols 
of the wildest and most horrible forms; have wonderful legends 
of their actions~ and most mystic tales. The pagodas are t~leii' 
temples, many of extravagant magnificence in strange and vast, 
sculptures. ' 
. '" The pagoda of this deity is certainly of most ·essential use 

to mariners on this very low coast. It ,appears from the sea to 
consist of three great towers, one of which is much higher than 
the other two. On the top of each is a great ball stuck on a 
spike, the emblem' of the deity. The sea off this land is deep; 
but as the land .is not visible till the ship is almost on shore, the 
utility of a land-mark is 'very great. The depth of wa~er, .even 
near the shore, is twelve fathoms." 

. COROMANDEL COAST IN GENERAL. 

, Having thus given some sketches of the principal places on 
this coa~t, where European ships touch, I shall conclude with a 
few observations' on the coast in general. 

From COl'inga, at the mouth of the, GodatJeJ'!f, northward to 
Gangam, the coast is, generally speaking, mountainous; and 
again, from Coringa southw:ird, it is low, fiat, and sandy, with a 
few exceptions, such as the Pullicate hills~ and some detached' 
111ount8 about Madras, 5adras, &c. 

CURIOUS PHENOMENON. 

Aug. As we were employed during the whole of the S. W. mon-
soon in coasting up and down this shore, we 113d constant op­
portunities of remarking, that wherever the coast was mountain­
ous, ~he m,onsoon fept its unde'oiating course. along the shore; 
blowmg WIth consIderable force, and rendermg our passages 
extremely tedious whel1 beating to 'lvind'lfJGl'd: indeed betwee.ll 
Gangam and Coringa we seldom could gain more than ten miles. 
a day, sometimes not so much. But on the {)ther hand, where 
the ~oa,st was low and sandy, the monsoon seemed to disappear~ 
and In Its stead we had regular ,la,nd and sea breezes. 

<I How the same organs which to day compose 
" The pois'no\ls hen bane, or the fragr;lnt ro'3e, 
« May with to-morrow's sun new /orm$ c.ompile, 
" Frown in the hero, in the beauty smile. 
" Whence drew th' enlighten'd'sage the moral plan, 
" That man should ever be. the lriend of'man ' • 
" Sholiid eye with tendern~ss aillivinO' forms' 
« His brotht",,-cmmets, and his si~ter-;:o"ms/' 

Origin qf Societ!!, ranto 4, 
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They account for the want of the latter winds oli the moun­
taihl)us coast, by supposing that the high land obstructs their 
course; but this seems to be a very bad reason, for there is no­
thing to obstruct the sea breeze setting in at all events, whatever 
influence the mountains may have on'the land wind. 
, I think it,may be better accounted for in another way: but first 
I must just mention the cause of land and sea breezes in general. 

It is well known that from the time the SUll begills to emerge 
above the eastern horizon, until ,he gai,ns his meridiail altitude, 
the «:larth is gradually acquiring a temperature above that of the 
sea; this causing a rar~faction or e:Lpansion of the. air over the 
surface of the land, it ascends into the higher regioils, and a 
column of dense and cool air rushes in frOll1 the sea' about mid­
day to preserve the equilibrium :-thus producing the sea . breeze. 

The above cause continuing' to operate while the sun is above 
the horizon, we of course have the sea breeze during the H!­
mainder of the day; but at night, when the earth loses its acquired 
heat, and even sinks in temperature below that of the sea, the 
air which had ascended in a rarefied state during the day, begins 
to condense in the upper regions, and pressing upon that below, 
a colunm of air is sent off towards the sea; and thus the land 
breeze is produced. 

The sole cause then of these semi-diurnal breezes being the 
capacitg which the earth has for a<;qniring a higher temperature 

, than the sea, the cause becomes evident why they do not take' 
place on a mountainous coast, where,as on this part of the Coro­
mandel, the hills are covered.with trees and verdure, which retaining 
the dews 'that fall in the night, ,the earth is as cool during the day 
as the sea. The mountains therefore do not obstruct the,coztrse of 
d~e~e periodical breezes, but preveht th~ir existence. , 

Notwithstanding this, there are frequently sea and land breezes 
where the coast is hio'h; as at Queda, Sumatra, &c; but then 
they are generally fai~t and irregular; and most .p~obabl.y pro­
duced by tracts of, 'cultivated or barren lands lymg behllKf the 
mountains which we see near the shore. 

CALCUTTA. 

,Ill health now forcing me to leave the country, a.nd havi!lgobtairied 
a passage from Madras to Bengal, in the Amencan bng Caravan, 
We arrived in the Ganges on the twenty-first of October, ~805. 

Even in the short space of two years, I could perceIve that 
Calcutta had increased ill size: the Got)emment-Hollse was now 
completely Dnished and looked uncommonly w~lI; bu~, alas! ~he 
lofty dome, or "portico sublime," is no secunty aga1l1st the ICY 

ha~ld of death! The Marquis Cornwallis's. dece;ase had spread, a 
'UlIlversal gloom over all ranks of people l~ thiS settlement; at 
the moment too .. when they looked IJp to him as a. common fa-
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~ ther, who was to.. re£tore tranquillity and .,prospedty' to this dis-
1805. tracted country! . 
Nov, 

" The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, . 
" And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 

" Await·alike th' inevitable hour, 
" The patlis cif glory lead but to the grave!" 

This grea:t Statesman and General died at the village of Ga­
ieepour, situated. on the banks of the Ganges, about six hundred 
miles above Calcutta; and his reri:13ins were interred without 
pomp or ceremony by the few attendants who composed his suite, 
At the moment of his interment a tl,lUllder-stor!p took place, the 

. most tremendous that was ever recollected in this part of the 
country; and it seemed as if the very elements themselves expressed 
in loud accents, their sorrow at t.his ever to be lamented event .. 

It is needless to say that the inhabitants of Calcutta, with their 
usual pj'incely libera#ty, are about to erect a monument to the 
memory of this departed hero, on the spot wltel'e he died. Bllt) 
alas! " . ... 

" Can storied urn, or animated bust, 
" Back to Its mansion draw the fleeting breath? 

" Can 'honour's voice provoke the silent dust? 
" Or friendship sooth the dull cold ear of death?" 

On the third of November his Majesty's ship Medusa weighed 
anchor, from Saugur roads, in order to eonvey the melancholy 

. tidings to England.. . 
, I shall not trouble the reader with a dull diary of " winds and 
. weather" on this yoyage, but transport him at one gigantic stride, 

from the 'Ganges to the Cape of Good Hope, a distance of six 
~housand six hundred and forty-:eight miles, which we trav~.&ed 
in forty-olle d~ys.- Fide the chart. 

ST. HELEN A. 

On the fourteenth of December we passed insight of the 
Cape, and shaped our course for St. Helena. As this is only a 
small island in the midst of a vast ocean, and distant 'nearly two 
thousand miles froll the Cape of Good1-lope, it would ~eem 
rather wonderfll! that ships have not frequently missed it, especially 
before Lunar's and Chronometers arrived at their present degree 
of perfection. In those times, h<mrever, it was usual for ships 
to steer a course that would certainly br,il!g them to the east:ward 
of the ishind; and as soon as they got into it~ parallel of latitude, 
they steered due 'west until they reached it. . 

As we ,could depend on our ca1cuhitions, we steered a- direct 
c»urslI; 'and ~u tire lliQth day'from. the Cape (twenty-second of 
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December,) we saw the islalld at sun-rise, . distant ahout fifte~n ~ 
leagues. . 180.9. 

,on approaching it from. the S. E. it appears like a lofty irregll .Dec. 
lar ridge of rocks; the no~thern extremity of which is very abrupt, 
and the southern mo.re shelving: at a small distance from tilt! 
latter, thereal'e two ro.cks called the" Needles," o.ne of which 
bears a s~riking resemblance to. a large sltip nnder all sail; so 
much so. mdeed, that the man at the mast-head gave no.tice of II 
ship in slwl'e. . 

On drawing near the land, this island appears girt with 3. 

chain Df inaccessible precipices, behiud which, craggy and banen 
mountains ShDo.t up to a great hight, on whose. sunimits are 
~laced telegraphs, to., give notice when ships are approachillg the 
Island; 

SO!~.'C of the rocks t11at fro.m this chain, are split do.w;t to 
their bases, disclosing chasms which are hideous to. behold i 
wl1ile o.thers assume the most fantastic shapes, resembling 
castles, to.wers, &c. We now steered for a high pl'omol1torj 
called Barn's Point, which we passed at the distance o.f a cable's 
length: it is the most stupendous cliff I ever beheld, being 
nearly perpendiculal'J and fifteen Dr sixteen-lumdred f(let high. 
From hence we steered close along shore 'for Sugar-ZooJ Itill 
and point; . on the peak' o.f . the former there is a telegraph, lUld 

on a jutting crag of the latter, about 80 or go feet above the 
level o.f the sea, there is a small battery of three or fonr guns, to 
compel vessels to. heave-to and ".send their boats on s/U)1'e." 
,The latter "01 ds are painted in large letters, on a black board, in a 
conspicuous part of the battery, and written in t\uee dilferellt 
languages. ' . . 

The officer at this station has o.rJers, when a ship draws near 
the point, to first tire a gUll at her with blank cal'tJ,'idge. if'she 
disreo:ards this, he is to iire a shot athwa/.'t her /tawse, that is, fJJ­

l~ealof her; if she, still persists, he is to. ·fi·re right iutl) lwr: 
after \vhieh all the o~her hatteries o.pen in Huceession. 

Having hove~to, and sent a hoat ashore to amllXIl1Ce thename 
nfthe ship, \\'epresently filled, and l'J:;cie sail for th~ aRchor~ge; 
passing do.se to. H.upert'~ ',alley,and several raligl~8 of batteries 
formed among the precipices. '~ . 

On rounding Rupert's hill, James-town and f/ all!',/f present­
ed themselves, a-breast of which we anchored, at about a quarter. 
of a mile from the beach. While the Bhip and fort were salut­
ing each other, the reverber.ations o.f SOlUl,d among the rocks. 
and mouHtainl', resembled the loudest peals of thunder, and •. 
joined to the novelty of the sllrround~llg proSt~ects, fo..r~eda 
strikino- contrast to t,he monotonous scenery \\:!nch O;Uf eyes had 
beel! a~customed to, since our departure from India. . 
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ST. JAMES'S VALLEY AND TOWN. 

James's valley is formed by two craggy ridges, callen Rupert's 
and Ladder hill, which gradually receding from each other, as 
they approach the sea"at ltngt? termil~a~e at it~ edge,. in two 
stupendous and almost perpendIcular clIffs; leavmg an mterme­
diate triangular space. about a n~ile and half in length, and two 
~undred and fifty yards broad at Its base. ' 

This base is a fortified line, extending from cliff, to cliff', and 
mountiu<T thirty pieces of heavy cannon, nearly level with 
thewate~'s edge. Immediately behind this line, the government 
kouse and clzul'clz are situated; from whence the town extends 
up the yalIey, which gradually decreasing in breadth, leaves at 
last only room for a single house. . 

In this small ,space, however, there are several little g'Lrdens, 
gl'()':es, and shady walks, that add to the neat appearance of 
the town, the houses of which are handsomely built in the Eng­
lish style, generally two stories high, and well white-washed; 
Upon the whole it greatly resembles a pretty little country town 
in England, the inhabitants, language, and manners being all 
English. 

Looking ,up from the street8 towards Rupeds and Laddel' 
Hill, the scene is awfully sublinle! the stranger shudders to' 
behold enormous masses of rock, impending on each side of 
the valley from a prodigiolls height, and which, from their ,,,ild 
fractured appearance, seem ready every instant to hurl distruc­
tion on the town below! Jet these objects are eyed by the in­
habitants, with the most perfect indifference. 

ST. HELENA BAY 

Being formed by two, projecting promontories, and situated 
on the Lee side of the island, is of course, completely sheltered 
from 'the S. E. trade winds by the mountains, and protected 
from the long swell of the southern ocean, by the island itself. 
It thus affords a safe and commodious anchorao'e for our ships, 
which may lie close to the,rocks, in watet as 8;00th as glass. 

Fresh water distils dowlI from lhe crevices in the rocks, and 
being collected in a reservoir, under Rupert's hill, sl:iips-' 
boats can lie at the jetty side there and ha\'e the hoses led into the 
casks. ' 
. When all these circll~stal1ces are kept in mind, and we take- a 

vie,,, of the town, the valley, and surrounding rocks, from the­
roads, we find no bad description of the whole, in the first 
book of the iElleid, where lEneas, after the storm, lauds liear the 
port of Carthage. . 
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.. Est in Jluessu 101tgo locus; insula portum 
" Efficit objectu late rum ; quibus omnis ab a Ito 
<c Ftangitur, inque sinus scindit sese llF)da reductos~ 
.. Hinc atqu€' hinc vastce 7'upes, geminique minantur 
'" In crelum scopuli: quorurn sub vertice late ' 
" lEquora tuta silent, tum silvis seena cor.useis 
"Dcsupel'. ' 
.. Intu,~ aqu,t£ dltlces, vivoque sedilia saxo; 

hic fessas nun vincula naves, 
" Uila. tenerit: uneD non alligat anehora. Illorsu," 

" 'Vithin a deep recess there lies a buy, 
"' A,n island shades it from the rolling sea, 
« And forms a port ,~ecure for ships to ,ririe: 
" Broke by the Jutting lund on either side, 
" In double stl'eams, the briny waters glide, 
" Betwixt too 7'ugged rocks: a sylvan scene 
" Appears below'", and groves for ever green. 

-' 
.. Down through the crannies in: the living walls, 
" The crystal St7'€lllllS descend ill murm'ring falls, 
" No halsers need to bind the vessels here, 

.lEneid. lib. 1. 

" Nor crookGd anchors, for NO STORMS THEY FEAR;" 

Dr:yden's Tra:nslation. 

EXCURSION THROUGH THE ISLAND. 

As our stay at this place was limited to forty-eight hours, v."e 
had no time to lose; and' accordingly a party of us having pro­
cured horses, we started from James·town, at day-break of the 
24th Dec~qlber, in order to make a tour through the island. 

We commenced our journey by ,ascending Ladder-l1W; a 
precipice, which, at first sight, seems designed by nature as a 
harrier that would for ever defy the human race to scale; yet 
lmman industry has, by incredible exertions in blowing up the 

'rocks, formed a zig-zag path to its summitt. ' 
. About midway we stopped to take a view of the,town, which, 
even from this height, looks like one in m~niature; the streets 

.. I must confess, I have been obliged to do violence to " desuper," ill 
the original; a.s James' Valley, the only sylvan· scene on this side of the 
island~ happens unfortunately to be below, and not above, the contiguuus 
rocks and precipices. 

" t So when proud Rome, the Afric warrior brav'd, 
" And high on Alps his crimson banner wav'd; • 
" Though rocks on rock~ their beetling brotvs oppose, 
," With 'piny forests and unfathom'd snows ;' 
" vVhere girt with clouds the rifled mountain yawns, 
" And chills with) length of shade the gellid lawns; 
" Onward he march'd to Lutiwll's velvet,ground, 
'" With fires and acids burst the rock!! bmmd, . 
t, Wide o'er her weeping; vales destruction hurl'd, 
" And shook the rising empire of the world." 

Botanic Garden. 
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~ rf'serhbling those formed by the little IJomes which we see in to!J­
j 805. s/wp,; the whole assnming such a mimic appearance, that a 
Dec. person would be almost tempted to- think, he could cover a 

consic!erable part of the town with one of his hands. Looking 
upwards, what a contrast! Who;, without emotiolls of terror, can 
behold such gigantic projections of rock hanging over him, in 
so 100Heand disjointed a state, that the excited imagip.ation 
paints them in the very act of precipitating thenlselves headlong 
duwn the horrid steepii? 

Accidents of this kind sometimes happen, by the wild goats 
dimbillg along the edges of the precipices, and loosening small 
pieces of rocks, which rolling down, displace others stiIllarger; 
till at length, whole showers of them come tumbling down into 
the valley, to the no small terror of the inhabitants; on which ac­
count no person is allowed to keep tame goats on this side of the 

,islalld, and a premium is given for shooting wild ones. 

LA DnER HILL. 

On I,adder hill· are mounted twenty-hvo or twenty-four 
pieces of cannon; some ranged along the brow of the dfff, that 
Qverhallgs tl1~ tOWIl, and sOme along that which overlooks the 
roads. 
, Six or seven of these are mounted on depressirt,f5 carriages, 

so as to fire riGht down into the town and road's, thereby- com­
pletely commHuding those places; the rest are mounted on com­
mon carriages" and serve the . purpose of a saluting battery. 
Over these precipices few of us would venture to· look. 

" Lest the hrain tnrn, nnd the deliciellt sight 
" Topple duwn headlung." 

King Lear; 

From hence "ie proceeded for lIigh I\norol, over a tract 
,:which l;nay be termed sterility itse?l; ever>, step we ascended, 
presentlllg new views of rocks and mountains, congregated on 
~ach side in the wildest order, an~l without exhibiting an atom of 
vegetation! . Such is the prospect when within a few paces of the 
summit of High Knowl, and which is finely contrasted \yith the 
gl{!s'~1J surface of an immense expanse of ocean, which the great 
height of the place enables the eye to survey. 

VIEW FROM HIGH KNOWL. 

-We now ascended to the tower on the top of the kllowl, 
which we no sooner reached, thall all this rude scene1'1j instantly 
vanished like a magical delusion! leaving the eye to range over 
a series of beautiful little v311ies, groves, and lawns, verdant as 
the ~prjng, and alfording luxwia'1t pasturage to the Hocks and 
herds that strayed among t:tem. 
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Throughout this prospect were intersp~l'sel;l small plantatio~ls, 
giJ.rdens; and handsome little country hoJ.i~es; the whole sur~ 
f~)Und.ed bya lofty irregular ridge of hills and precipices, that 
fQrmed a grand outline l:\nd stri~ing I;ontrast. to the picture$que 
scenes they enclosed. 
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Here our attention was chained for some time; at length we 
~escended the south si<;l.e of the k1;lowl, which is rather steep,an!i 
soon arrived at the governor's country rellidence, called Plantation 
Hou$e. It is situated on the side of a ple~s(lnt little valley, with 
small ·plantations and gardens adjoining; and commands a very 
fj.ne prospe<;tof the sea: in my opinion, however, the situation 
qqes n.o great credit to the taste of the person who first pitched 
upon it,' as it is much inferior to many places which we after­
wani.s saw; its prol.'~mity to the. town, was probably the caU$e of 

· ill! l;!eing preferred. . . 
Our road now took a winding direct!on, along thedeclivhilils 

· Qf little hills, whose green sides sloping down to the principI.II 
· v~Jley on the left, formed a number of little glens and dellB, 
from whose beauty one wOlJld be almost tempted to pronounce 
them the favourite haunts of fairies. We could not help stop-

· ping at eVery turning of the. road, to admire this interesting land-:­
sc.ap.e, whose pr()minent featllres were perpetually varying, froin 
the Q.ifferent points of view in which they ,,,ere Seen. 

VIEW FROM SANDY-BAY RIDGE. 

A.fter a pleasaQt ric;l~ of about an hour,w~ c~me to Sandy""BI1!J . 
Ridge, over which we were to pass in our way to the bay of the 
$ame ilame. When near its summit, we halted. for a few lniuutes, 
in order to take a farewell look at the northern prospeCt, not 
ell-pecting to see any thing like it on the island ·again*. What 
.then mu!!t have been our surprise, when, on mounting the ridge, . 
a scene burst upon our view, as much superior to the one we had 
so reluctantly left;as that one was to a dreary heath'? But I shall 
lIot attempt to give a description of it. Had Dr. j"ahnson, when 
writing his Prince of A'byssinia, been seated on Sandy-Bay Ridge, 
he might have described from nature a valley more beauti,fully 
fOD.lantic, than eVen his own fel'tile imagination has been able 
to form for young Rasselas. . 

'If" So with long g'lZC admiring eyes behold 
" The varied Landscape all its ligbts unfold; 

. " Huge roqks opposing o'er, the stream pr0ect 
" Their naked busoms, and the beams reflect; 
" Green sloping lawns construct the sidelong scene, 
" AndO'uidethe sparkling rill th<lt glides ~etweell; 
" Dim "hills behind, in pomp aerial rise, 
U Lift their blue tops, and melt ill to the skies." 

VO):AG~ TO INDIA, &c.] R 
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nES~RIPTtVE SKEt~I-lES 

Nature must certainly have been in one of her good humoured 
and most whimsical,cl'eative moods, when she formed this bay; 
and indeed St. Helena altogether, where she has strewed' the 
sublime and beautiful, with a hand liberal even to profusion, 
though in a very small space. 

On this ridge we alighted, and permitted our horses to feed 
for sometime '011 the rich pasture with which it is crowned, in 
order that we might • sur\-ey .at leisure, the r?mantic landscape 
which lay stretched before us, painted by the great halld of na­
ture. 

Although I will not attempt to give any general description of 
this place, yet I cannot help taking noti~e of soine particular 
parts. , . , 

Among the rude features of the southern side, one's attention 
is arrested by two huge rocks of fantastic shapes, which from this 
point of view seem to stand close to each other, and bave 'got the 
names of " Lot and his Wife." The fonner, which is by far the 
more curious of the two, shoots up to a giddy height from a rug­
ged foundation near the sea, in the form of a huge niltul'al pyramid, 
or tower, of a most I'ingular and stupendous appearance. 

Whether this has stooo here ab ol'igine., or was produced dur­
ing some violent convulsion of nature, I shall not presume to 
decide; though I am inclined to think the latter. has beell t~e 
case, as a great many of the rocks, are complete masses of lava: 
and from the conical forms which the hills all over the island 
have assumed, we may safely pronounc~ them of volcanic origiu*. 

* Since writing the ahove sketches, I have been gratified by observing the 
followiug remarks on this part of theisl,md, by. the author of " :[)escription. 
0/ St. Helena. . 

" There is a singular groupe of these detached masses on the south side 
of ~he island, to which fhe inhabitants have given d'le Jlame of " Lot, Lot's 
Wife and Daughters. , 

" They rise' to im astonishiIighei~ht above the tops of the hills; and 
though they seem at. first sight detached and unconnected masses, they are 
found on examination to form a part of the vertical strata, and have a.most 
striking appearauce, surrouudedby deep chasms and tremendous precipices, 
ancl with dusters of argillaceous hills, the most picturesljue and romantic, 
whose summits are all regularly fasliioned; and di.cover every tint of colour, 
excepting that of vegetable green. . ' , 

" Over all this part of the islmld which borders on Sandy balf, there is a 
wildness in the surrounding scenery, ,surpassiug eVE'ry thing which the writer 
of this has ever seeu. 

~' One feels here as if transported into a new p1ane~, where every object 
strikes by its llovelty, and is altogether' unlike any thill" w\1icA he had ever 
before seen. All ~he sdtroundiug hilJs, clifts,' roc'ks, ~nd precipices, are 
strangely fashiolJcd, and so timtastically mixed and blended, that they re· 
5emble more rhe aerial shapes which we see among the clouds, than any 
tbiQg composed of denser inatcrials." , 

, , Description 0/8t. IIe1erw, p. 36. 
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~SINGUI,AR ANECDOTE OF A SLAVE. ~ 
While sitting on this ridge, enjoying the prospect, one of the 1805.'· 

isla11ders related, ainong other anecdotes, the following one re:- Dec. 
specting the rock which goes by the name of Lot. . 

A 1!lave belonging to one of the farmers, who had (or fancied 
he had) been maltreated, by his master, seizing one day a small 
quantity of provision~, ran to this rock,' and in his ardQur for 
fr(!f;dom, climbed with 1Il1parallelcd efforts to its very summit. 

Having been observed in his flight, a number of slaves were 
c~llected, an? rewards offered to those who would go up and 
seize the fugitive: he very soon, however, routed these invaders 
of his newly acquirt;d independence, by hurling down fragments 
of rock, which forced them to fly in all directions, and with the 
lItmost precipitation, to a considerable distance. Here, though; 
with the prospect of famine before him, he preferred~his soli-' 
tary aerial ab9de, with liberty, to all the allurements which 
f.iociety and food held out to him in the valley, at the expence 
of that favourite ideal goddess! As the base of the rock was of 
~onsiderable extent, and as they were obliged to keep at a re­
spectful distance even from thi£, it Was found a very difficult 
matter to .blockade him. Accordingly he contrived to steal 
down occasionally by night, and levy contributions on the l,leigh­
houring farm-yards, with whose local sit\lations he was well 
acquai~ted, taking care al",:ays to I:erai'r~ b~fore day~ligl;lt, to h!s 
lofty Citadel, where he fmght enJoy at leisure fhe fnut of his 
~xpeditionsJ without fear of being molested .in his " solita.ry 
nign." 

Such a predatory system, however, was attended with too 
many dangers to exist long; and accordingly he was Olle night. 
detected iI:I his ram hIes; the alarm was given, and before he 
CI;)1,!ld regain his favourite rock of libert!J, poor blacky was caught, 
and condemned Ollce more to the galling chain! . 

SANDY-BAY VALLEY. 

We noW- descended to the valley by' a steep winding path, 
~nd were amply repaid for our journey by the beauty of the pros­
pect from this new point of view. 

We left m~or D-,--'sseat 011 the right, and it appeaf.'i b)' 
far the most degant one on the. island. About. t~e.lnicldl~ of 
the valley, we were met by captam G--, who mvltmg us mto 
his chateau (as he called it), seemed determined on his part, to 
wipe off any aspersiolls of irtlwspitalit!J that might h~ve been c~st 
pn the inhabitants of this island; by not only prepllrmg to gratify 
our present appetites, but by pressing liS to stop and spend our 
Christmas with him. . 
'. Indeed we began to perceive, that, though we, had feas~ed ?Uf 
imaginations Dlust luxuriously on the romantic scenes WhlC~ 
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~ we passe~; yet our selfish stomachs, so far from being satisfied 
1805. with this ideal banqu'et, were now, on the contrary, become 
Dec. very troublesome companions; and had it not been for the hos­

pitality of captain G--, I do believe we should have returned 
to town in' a: very chap-fallen condition, full of the most gloomy 
ruminations" and without stopping to admire a single beauty on 
the road! 
. ,B~ that as i! may, vi'e did not now hesitate to do ample 

justice, to the festive board, makipg such repeated- applications 
to 'oili-' kind host's" Anno Domini," (in which the old gentleman 
faithfully pledged us,) that we were soon in such a state of exhi­
laration, that we determined to " climb the mountain-top:." and 

, prosecute our tour, up to Diana's Peak, the ne plus ultra, or 
highest pari of St. Helena.' , 
, Remounting therefore, we ascended Sandy-Bay Ridge, and 

turning to the right, proceeded in an easterly direction, until the 
steepness and ruggedness of the ascent, with the closene'ss of the 
underwood, obliged us to dismount. After an hour's scrambling, 
Climbing, and tearing through the bushes (during which some 
of the' party gave it up entirely), we arrived at the summit 
C?f the peak; which being nearly in the centre of the island, 
and two thousand seven hundred feet above the level of the 
sea, commands a complete view of St. Helena, and a great 
extent of ocean, in every direction, bounded only by the far distant 
horizon. . 

Here the detached scenes arid prospects, which we had beel} 
admiring severally, were now, with many others, brought into one 
coup d' ail, alid certainly formed a most interesting picture; every 
point of the compass presenting, as it were, a new landscape,dis­
tinguished by some striking feature in the outline, or beautiful 
little vaHey in frorit; 'the whole formiliga most super'b parlOr'ama, 
painted bya handwhich defied lill hiimait imitation . 
. ,The light flying clouds, which would frequently come sailing 

along on' the S. E. breeze, and illvolve us in a luomentary 
gloom, considerably heightened the. effect of this picturesque 
scenery, by snatching it, as it were, for a few minutes at a time, 
t;'ntirely from our view; when' again, by their sudden dispersion, 
the whole variegated prospect wOl~ld lie extended before us. 

" S? w~en lightclouds on.airy pinions sail, 
" Flit the soft shadows o'er the waving. vale; 
" Shade follows sHade, as laughing zephyrs drit'e, 
" And all the chcquer'd landscapeseellls alive." 

The air on tIl is peak, and indeed ~n all the hills of the islalld, 
,-"as as cool as it usuaHy is in ~he month of April in England; 
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though It was now the middle of summer here, andthe SUll near-
Jy vertical at mid-day. , 

We need not wonder at this, when we com,ider, that the per-' 
petual breeze, hlmving over an inunel1se extent of ocean, be­
cOlnes quite cool before it reaches this island, whos,e elevated 
mOllltaiils attracting and condensing the passing clouds, are con­
stantly moist; and hence the evaporation from their snmmits is 
another cause of coolness in the air. 

We now descended, by a ruggid ridge to a telegraph Iltation, 
called" IIalley's Mount," where we were informed the celebra':' 
ted Dr. Halley had pitched his tent, many years ago, to observe 
the transit rf Venus over the sun's disk. From hence \ve went 
down another shattered ridge, on each side of which there w'as 
a deep ravine, that made us ahnostdizzy to look into. At len'gth 
We came to Side Path, a narrow road cut along the side of a 

, steep defile, which led us at last to James' i1alleY, where we 
arrived at sunset, very much fatigued, yet highly gratified with 
our troelve hom's' excursion. 

On repairing to the only inn St. Helena affords (the master of 
which officiates in 'the triple capacity of inn-keeper, manager 
of the theatre, and principal performer), we requested a beef­
steak or mutton-chop, with all expedition, as the keen air of 
the mountains had given us pretty keen appetites. The Rosciils, 
tif St. Helena, after surveying us for some' time with astonish­
Jllent, and throwing himself into a theatrical attitude, exclaimed, 
., Good God, gentlemen! you must have a very imperfect idea 

, Of t~e ~xte~t ,to which 'humanity tOllJards th~ hrute creation is 
cartled In thIS Island! Why, gentlemen, there IS more ceremony, 
more caution, used here' in cutting the throat. of a, bullo'ck or 
a sheep, than there is in cutting the throat of a citize;n in some 
of your European countries! In fact, gentlemen, ndinhabitant 
can put to death one of his own animals, without the express 
permission of the governor in council." , 
" ",The deuce take your Pythagorean humaility," cried we; 

" so ,\"e must starve, forsooth; oil account of your affected lenity 
to a paltry sheep oi' bullock." " Not so," replied the hel'o 6f 
the buskin; "British tars wilIsurely not complain of starving, 
when there is good satt j~tnk and plenty of grog at their 
service." , 

Though we were not.p13rfedly of oUf h(>Sit'S opil1ion, we wei"~ 
llevertheless obliged to put up with what he could give us; and 
the addition of a dish of fish proved highly acceptable after 
our fatiguing journey. ' , 
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DESCRIPTIVE SKETCHES 

MISCELLANEOUS PARTICU'LAl'fS. 
The island of St~ Helena was first discovered by the P9rttl­

guese, in ]508, Oil the twenty~first of May, which is St. Helen's 
feast; and hence the name of the island. The English formed 
a settlemtnt on it in 1660; and a few yeaI:s afterwards it was 
taken by the Dutch, from whom it was retaken by the English 
under captain Munden, in 1674, aJld has ever since remained in 
the hands of the East India company. 

] t is abddt a thousand miles to the southward of the line) and 
nearly the same distance from the African continent. The coast 
d':!scnbes an irregular indented line, which from point to point 
measures twenty~eight miles in circumference; its greatest length 
is about ten miles, and breadth six 01" seven. 

1 t is in most places fortified by nature; and where not so, they 
have guns to point on every spot that is at all accessible. We 
were told. that there' were bet\~'een four and five hundred piece~ 
of cannon mounted on the different batteries round the island. 
awl that they could turn Ollt between fourteen and fifteen hmidred 
regular troops, independent of militia, which might amount to 
a thousand inore.The total population on the i~land may be 
about six thousand souls. . '. 

They are vigilant on the approach of a fleet; and as no boat!; 
I;ouldlandto windward of the island, on account of the surf, 
whiTe gun;> are placed on every crag and eminence to leeward, it 
would be avery. difficult mat.ter to· take the island. ' 

Though black cattle thrive remarkably well JIere, yet from 
tliesmall extent of pasture grounds which the island affords, the 
government is obliged to liinit the inhabitants in the use of flesh 
meat; in order that the island may serve the purpose for which 
it is kept at a great ex pence by the company, namely, to afford 
refreshments and water to the homeward-bound ships. 

On this account the 1JtiNtmy and servant.s' are only allowed 
fresh beef or mutton four times a year, at each of these periods 
the former-have three, and the latter five fresh meals. The gen­
tlemen of course have them frequently, though with some re­
strictions.-. This incollveniellce, however, is amply compensated. 
for, by the great abundance of vegetables produced on the island, 
and the shoals of fish that surround' its shores; Potatoes are 
reared, here in such' abundal!ce, that ships might be freighted 
with them; and their quality is not inferior to that of English 
potatoes. Among the culinary vegetables, the cabbages of this 
island are remarkably fine .. No grain, I believe, is sown in any 
part of St. Helena. . 

It is sOl11ewhat singular, that on this island the order of nature 
seem~ to be in some respects inverted; for. we see the summi~ 
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'and sides of the loftiest mountains 'clothed 0 with fertility and ver-~ 
clure; while the lesser hills, and even the valleys, become barren 1805. 
as they approach the sea. 0 Dec. 

This circumstance is easily accounted for, when we consider 
that all the lofty peaks are perpetually watered by the passing 
clouds; many of which being arrested in their progress, and con­
densed on the brows of the mountains, prove to them a never fail­
ing source of fertility, which is totally denied to tht! lower hills 
and valleys; rain being a very Ta7'e phenomenon on this island .. ' 

The climate of St. Helena is remarkably salubrious, and con­
ducive to longevity; the temperature of the air being very mo­

'oerate, considering its situation within the tropics, where the sun 
is vertical twice a year. From the great inequality of the surface 
.of this island, 'there is considerable diversity in its climate; the 
thermometer on the heights frequently sinking below 540 ; while 
in James's valley it is sometimes above 84°. .' . 

There are no land and sea breezes here, the island' not being 
liufficiently large,. nor capable of .acquiring a temperature that 

. would produce thol>'e diurnal winds. . The south-east trade, 
therefore, (exceptillg at those periodil whell the sl'In is vertical,) 

. blows co,lstantly over the island with a 8teady and uniform force_ 
o Storms, rain, thunder, and lightning are consequently very 0 rare 
'occurrences, and never happen but when the 15un is <passing over 
the island in his annual course. 

'fhe greatest inconvenience which St. Helena is subject to, i3 
drought'; which has been known to continue for three years, and' 
prov~ a great scourge to the island; killing the cattle, destroying 
the trees, and withering every llppearance of vegetation. .It is 
supposed that the paucity of the latter, is a great canse of this 
'deficiency in moisture; consequently they are endeavoUl'ing to 
,spread vegetation and plaut trees) as much as possible, over the 
arid rocks near the shore. 

It is remarked by the inhabitanb, that storms, attended With 
thunder, lightning,' a~d rain, occur about once in ten or twelve years, 
sometimes doing great mischief; the rocks and crags being loos­
ened and dislodged by the rain, sweep away at thf)se times, the 

. little farms and O'ardens situated on the declivities. e . 
It is a singular circumstance, that men and animals are here 

exempt -from two of the greatest evils that have ever visited 
society in the shape of di~ease: I mean the small-pox and ltydro­
p7wbia, which have never made their appearance on this island. 

With respect to the inhabitants, we had not much time to­
make mallvobservations; and I shall therefore take the liberty 
of quoting the words of a 'gentle mall. who has lately, given a mi· 
nuteaud entertaining ac(:ount 91' tillS island. 
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" ThesitllatioD of a little .;:qIony, e1{llb,Q~omed in the recesses 
of a rocky island, and sep;lrated by an immense oce;lD from the 
troubles and calamities of the surrounding world, we shoqld wiI:­
Jingly figure to olirs~lves asthe retreat of happiness; . which those 
who sought for it, in retirerneBt might expe~t to pnd in the valleys 
of St. Helena, Here the inha}}itants, in the e~oyment of e~se 
and security, have only to attend~o the care of their families and 
gardens; . where they are blessed w~th SOlue of the best thi1lgs 
which this world can give: with bug life; exemption from dis­
ease; ;l hea,lthfu,l offspring; an,d beautiful women. Y et ~t must 
be confessed, with whatever sorrow, that the happinesl? and Con­
tent which some consider a$ attainable in a state of retirement 
ti'~m the great and busy 'world; are only dehlsive phantoms, feign-
· ed by sages and, poets, in the fond hope of finding somewhere, 
what hitherto haS not been (ou~d on earth. 

'.' Of a little society thus shut up in au irksome soli~de, alld 
having few opportunities of intercourse with the rest of ma,B~ind, 
it would be p1e.asl/,nt to think that tl:IeY passed their days agreea­
bly togetb,er; and that envy and d~scord had" never found their 
w~y to tP9S.e sequ~steJ'~ retre~ts, where f~I,lcy would' gladly 
pamt the abode of ~lmphclty a,nd mnocence. Bqt whether from' 
family jealuusies, which are apt t~ aJ:i~,e in such cO,nfined situa­
tions, or that those little ~ales of s~nda,l and whispers of detrac­
tion, which are so frequently heard in small communitie/l, OF fro~ 
whateveJ' other cause, it is to be regretted that the pea,Ce and sQcial 
interq>l,\rse of th~s settlement have been sometimes d,isturbed." 

Au accurate and well inform<ed tra,veller who visited th,is place, 
has remarked, " w.hile ships arc riding in the roads" a,nd the in-

,habitants busy in supplying their wants, or oo,:ger to entertain 
their guests, their mind~ 'also occupied witl.:\ foreign events, of 
wh~c,h the strangers bring llCCOlluts to them, that any diss,ensions 
subsisting among individuals in th\'l place are suspended for the 

· tiu).e; hut that when, the ship'pingsea~on is over, and the settle-
· nlel~~ v~id of business, as, well as of topics of discussion on dis­
t~t llWlclen,ts, intestine divisio~ sometimes revi,'e; and that it is 
lin object ?f government to divert their minds fron;t private feuds, 
· hy engagmg them in military e~erc~es, or even in domest~ 
w;nusetpe.nts, or dramat~c enterta111.ments. 

"TQ p-ersOl1scoming from the gay and cheer(ul scenes of the 
Ea,st 11J .. d,ie.~, where society is enlivened by the utmost ease and 
ffc;led,o~Qf mtercourse, and by the most unl)Oum\ed ho~pitality, 
t?e m,~nner in which the inhabitants of St. lIelen,a pass their 
t,~IPe, SCe,JiIlS dull al,d irksmne. . 
, "To strangers they appear to associate very little together: 

and ex~ept during the shipping season, when they quit their coun­
try resIdences and live in James~town, they pass the remainder 
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. of ~he'y~ar ap~rt from each other at their ~arden-houses,~~tween ~ 
whlch,lf their tenants were even more dIsposed to aSSocIate, the 1805. 
intervention of crags, precipice3~ and dmsriis, wouldprethtde the, Dec. i' 

oppor,tunity of easy and frequen~ intercourse., ,. 
e" It is customary for the passengers of the homeward-bound 

India-men, during their stay here, to live at the houses of the 
inhabita~ts; and excepting the governor andileputy-,governor, 
and a, few othets, Who entertain strangers with unbounded hospi­
tality, all the inhabitants are ready to accommodate them with 
board and lodging, the terms ofw hich are generally complained 
f,lf as being extravagantly high. 

. " Ina situation where the inhabitants during the greatest part " 
of their tilDe are Cllt off from all j;tltercoll1'se with the world, 
and left to look upon the naked expanse of the ocean, it will not 
easily be iUlugined what lively interest is excited by the appearance 

. of any ship., The arrival of the homeward-bound India-men is the 
greatest event of the year, it fills the whole settlement with ala-
4:rity and joy; they quit their gardens, flock to James-town, 
open their houses for the ac;commodation of the passengers; and 
entertain them with plays, dances, and concerts. 

" These gay assemblies are enlivened by thepresenoe of many 
agreeable and handsome young women, natives of the place, who, 
amid the general festivity, seem to feel a peculiar interest in what 
is going forward; probably not ,,(itliollt some throbbing expec­
tations of being taken from a scene where they are weary with 
constailtly contemplating the same objects: The appe\lrance of 
so much lciveliuess ;Iud' beauty cast away in a lonesome, situation 
like this, has sometimes raised· stronger emotions than those of 
mere sympathy in the bosoms of their guests: and the native 
women of, St. Ifelena have adorned domestic life, and graced 
the politest circle'S in England and India." 

Manyhllmorous stories are told of the localit:lj qf ideas;; 
which may be remarked among the inhabitants of St. Helena; 
of Vi'hlch I shall only mention two instances. 

" A lady, one day in conversation with. the captain of an IH­
dia-man, asked him, if London was not very dull when the East-
India tleet left EI'J.gland?" , 

This, though it may excitlf olir risibility, was a very natural 
question from one who had always seen the arrival of this fleet 
produce the utmost festivity through her n~tiveisle. . 

, " An English gentleman and one of the Islanders walking one 
. day together, stopped to look at a sn'lall sp~t of g"rOUl~ ;wbere 

thevegetati@n was very exuoorant, when the Jslander, lIftmg up 
his hands, cried out with great fervour, ' If St. Helena were all 
as fruitful ,as this place, it wou.Jd,be the noblest and richest coun­
try in the world !" 

VOy AGE TO. INDIA, &c.] s 
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DESCRIPTIVE SKETCHES, Ere. Ere. 
" Such is the patriot's boast, .where'er we roam: 
" Hisfirst, best'country ever IS at "orne. 

" With food, as well the peasant is supplied 
" On Idra's cliffs, as Aruo's shelvy side; 
" And tho' the rocky crested summits frown, 
" Those rocks by CUSTOM turn to beds of down. 

" Tho' poor the peasant's hut, his feast tho' small, 
" He sees his little lot, the lot of all ; 
" Sees no contiguous palace rear it~ head, 
" To shame the meanness of his hurnble sh.ed; 
" No costly lord the sumptuous banquet deal, 
" To make him loath his vegetable.meal." 

V{ e took leave of this curious island on Christmas-day, and on 
the 26th of January, 1806, we saw the 8now-topt hills of COl1l­

wall; after a voyage, hitherto without a parallel in the an- . 
DaIs of navigation. As the Medusa ran from the Gang~s to 
the Litard in. eighty-four days, two of which were spent at 
anchor in St. Helena roads; consequently she was only eighty­
two days under sail, in which time she traversed the il;nmense ' 
space of thirteen thousand eight hundred and thirty-one miles. 
Sir J 9hn Gore, then, may justly claim the merit of having made 
the most rapid passage, that has ever yet been performed be­
tween Bengal and England ;:-while the Medusa's track will ex­
hibit to the philosopher and to the world, a striking instance of 
that' high degree of peifection which British mell' of war have 
attained in every respect-nqt only constant victol's in the day 
of. battle, but as couriers, almost outsripping the winds them­
selves! . 

CONCLUSION. 
By this time I have little doubt but that the reader is as tired 

of t~e voyage, and rejoiced at the sight of-Old Englan,d~ as, I am. 
Havmgnow, therefore, led him a round of more than thirty 
thousand miles, and shewn him every thing which I thought 
worthy of notice on the road, without once subjecting him to a 
gale. "of wind, a scorching sun, or a noxious atmospkere; I 
trust it will not be thought too presuming, if, as.a fellow-tra­
veller, I claim his indulgence to the 'many literary errors which 
I fear are but too profusely scattered through the preceding 
p~ges. They were written under the impulse of. the moment, 
WIthout study; committed to the press without correction; ana 
are now, wi~h the utmost diffidence, thrown on the mercy of 
the indulgent· reader, "with all their imperfections on their 
heads!" 

" To err, is ktLman-to forgive, divine!" 

EN)) Oli VOYAGE TO INDIA, &c. 
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OF 
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and WESTERN PARTS oj' that COUNTRY, in the year 1805. 
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" The Stranger in ~Prance," " A Northern Summer, &;e. &;e." 
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WHATEVER relates to a country sointefesting as Ireland,and 
one which forms~udi an important appendage to the British empire, 
may be expected to excite the attention of the public in an ex­
traordinary degr€e; but a work from the pen of such a writer as 
Mr. Carr, who travelled through that country expressly for the 
pUrpose of making observations illustrative of the Irish charac­
ter,.· ,manners, and political economy, cannot fail to be eagerly 
sought for and patroniseq. It is from such a writer that we 
ought to expect an impartial accoMnt of the people he undertakes 
to describe, aIld who have too long been the victims of illiberal 
and unfounded prejudice, as well as of ill-judged political oppres­
sion. We therefore, as Englishmen, feel a peculiar p1easul'e in 
observing, that a counfryman of mAr 0)'1'11 has at length done jus­
tice to the virtues as well as the eccentricities of the Irish nation. 
Weplace implicit confidence in what Mr. Carr has related ; and 
we are cOllvinced that our readers wiU'do him similar jLI~tice. 

In his preface, he observes, that .he has as much as pos. 
sible avoided adverting to thos~ points upon which the pu;,>iic: 
opinion has hitherto been divided; and ,where he lw,. tGuch·. 
ed upon them, he trusts it has been with becoilJ11lg ddeftcnct'·. 
With respect to the character of the people, he adds, tin·! where: 

(:ARR.] ~. 
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time and opportunity did not enable him to judge personally, he 
had the advantage of corresponding with some of the most able, 
impartial, and distinguished persons of Ireland, as well as Eng-
lishl!len resident there. _ 

]\IIr. Carr, as usual, entertains his readers with many pleasant 
anecdotes, arising from circumstances which occurred to him on 
his way to St. George's channel. A· few of them are worth in­
sertion in our abstract. On speaking of the excellence of the 
manufactures of Birmingham, through which_ town he passed, he 
mentions the following, and not generally known 

.ANECDOTE OF MR. BOLTON. 

To shew the superiority of the manufactures of this place, it is 
related of Mr. Bolton of Soho, to whose ingenuity and enter­
prise the world is so much indebted, that when he was in Paris, 
tome vears since, a Frenchman of fashion exhibited a very beau­
tiful p~pier-mache snuff-box, and ob~erved to M r. Bo1t~lI [hat 
he thought, able as the English were in every work of art, they 
were 110t equal to the manufacture of so beautiful and exquisite. 
a piece of workmanship. Mr. Bolton requested to have it, and 
fitepping aside to a window, with a fine penkllife opefied a part 
of it, and shewed the astonished Frenchman the name of Bolton 
upon it. Soon after a considerable wagel; was laid, that the steel 
manufactory in :France was superior to that of England. Mr. 
Bolton accepted the bet, and on a given day one of the most ce­
lebratedFrench worhrs in steel produced· his sample, which was 
very ingenious, but at this moment I Jorget what it was; to the. 
surprise of the umpire, Bolton displayed a needle, enclosing ano~ 
ther which contained_a third, and won the wager. 

Our author was so delighted with the vale of Llangollen, that, 
he advises all his readers who are able, not to let another SUm. 

mer's sun pass away without paying it a visit!! 

WELSH HUSBANDRY • 

. III the corn-fields of Llangollen, says Mr. Carr, I witnessed an 
mstance of bad husbandry -which surprised me: the Welsh far­
mers, in this part of Wales, mow and rake their corntogetber as 
we do our grass and hay; and when they· have collected it ill 
heaps, they stack it under a strong matting of straw, by which 
mode much of the grain must be shaken out and lo~t. the male' 
peasant is f?nd of wearing a blue coat and blue stockings; _and 
the female 18 generally attired in a broad black felt hat, tied un~er 
t?e chin with a blue ribballd, a gown of the same colour, and a 
h~~t brown great-cont. The peasantry present a strange mixture 
?f mdustry and i~:doJence: on ~me .side the. traYeller, if he pass 
J.l1tO a cottage, wlIl see a woman WIth a child at her breast, and 

f 
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spitlIi.ing; or, on the road, he will 'meet another knitting as she 
returns home ti'om the day's occupation: whilst, on the other hand, 
he will be pestered with groupes of luendicant children, capable 
of w@rking,· running by the side of the carriage, and in a shrill 
sound exclaiming, " Got bless u, a penllY, bless u." Their native 
language is a dialect of the Celtic. 

CUSTOM OF BUNDLING! 
. Oue evening, at an inn where we halted, we heard a consi:der~ 
able bustle in th~ kitchen, and, upon enquiry, I was .let into. a s~­
cre! worth knowmg. The landlord had been scolding one of Ills 
maids, a very pretty plump little girl, for not havill~ done her 
work;· and the reason which she alledged for hel' idleness was, 
that her master having locked the street door at night; had pre­
vented her lover from enjoying the rights and delights of bU'(ldling, 
an amatory indulgence which, considering that it is sanctioned by 
custom, may be regarded as somewhat singular, although it is not 
exclusively of Welsh growth. The proceS8 is very simple: the 
gay· Lothario, . when all is &ilent, steals to the chamber of his 
mistress, who receives him in bed, but with the modest precaution 
of wearing her under petticoat, which is always· fastened at.the 
bottom, not un frequently, I am told, by a sliding knot. It may 
astonish a London gallant to be told, that thi~ extraordinary 
experiment often ends in downright wedlock-the knot which 
cannot slide. A gentleman of respectability· also assured me; 
.that he was obliged to indulge his female 8erva~ts in these noc­
turnal interviews, and that too, at all hours of the night, other':" 

.wise his whole family would be thrown into disorder by their 
neglect: the carpet would not be dusted, nor would the' kettle 
boil. I think this custom should share the fate of the northern 
.Welsh goats. 

Habit has so reconciled the mind to the comforts of bundling, 
that a young lady who entered the coach soon after we left 
Shrewsbury, about eighteen years Of age, with a serene and 
modest countenance, displayed considerable historical knowledge 
of the custom, without " Ol1e touch of bashfulness." 

Mr. Carr embarked at Holyhead, and was detained in the 
passage of the Channel two days and nights by a dead calm :-. ' 
,the usual tilDe in. fair weather is nine hours. This delay was 
attributed by the sailors to their having on board a mitred pre­
late!-At length he approached Dublin, and after seme niinute 
remarks on the bay, and superb mole at the harbour, he informs 
.us of his entrance into a miserable long coach, where a ludicrous 
adventure occurred to him, which he thus describes :-Reader, 
If you love a laugh as well as I do, you will lIot be of .. 
'iendedat me if 1 relate tliat two Scotchmel1, who appeared tQ 

A 2 ... 
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be enthusiastic agriculturists: of the modern school, committed 
their niece,one of the lovely daughters of green Erin (and indeed 
she was very beautiful), . to my care in_the carriage, there being 
no room for them; that, finding she had a bundle, I begged and 
prevailed upon her to let me bear it upon my lap for her, in 
which situation it had not been placed above ten minutes, before 
it began to stream with perspiration" and proved. to be, to the 
cost of my pantaloons, a large 'piece of prize-pork, which her 
uncles, in their rage for fattening cattle, had brought over fr?m 
England as a precious relic of tneir favourite system. The IrISh 
will have a fair retaliating laugh at us, when they hear that the 
seCl:etary of a celebrated English agricultural society, received 
orders from. its committee to pmcure several copies of Mr. and 
Miss Edgeworth's Essay on Irish Bulis, upon the first appea!­
ance of that admirable book, f()r the use of the members, III 

their labOlm for impwving the breed of cattle. 

IRISH JAUNTING CAR. 
- Upon the road we saw several carriages peculiar to the coun­

try; that which struck me most was the jaunting ear, an open 
car];iage, mounted upon two small.wheels, dra'.':li by one horse, 
in ,,-hieh the company sit back to back, and hence the Irish, 
in badinage" call it a~1 Irish'l.'is-a-vis; whilst, on the other band, 
considel'illg the position of the parties and of the coachman, who 
.is elevated in ii-ont, I h:n-e heard it more appropriately, though 
less delicately, nominr;ted the cul-c'i-cul. This carriage is very 
convenient and easy, and will carry ~ix persons besides the coaeh~ 
man. It much resembles the Russian carriage \called the dr08h­
ka. 'J;he entrance to the eapital was through one of the barriers 
which were ercc':ed in the rebellion over one of the canals, 
which form an admirable protection to the city; and, after 
passing th:j,ough several n<)'e streets, we stopped at the mail­
(loach office, and I proceeded to the Royal Hotel in Kildare­
street. 

After roving through many noble streets, similar in character 
and beauty to those of the better parts of London, and being 
frequently stmek \vith the novel sounds of, " Blood and oUllds, 
make haste, Pat, by my faith and shoul," 1 reached a jingle 
stanci, and having heard much of this carriage, in company with 
a friend I IlJolluted one, and took a drive upon a noble road for 
about two miles. Tbis carriage resembles as much of a coach as' 
remains aftel' the doors and the upper sides and roof are j-emoved, 
and ~s mounted very higb upon four large slender wheels. Its 
motlon produces a rattling noise, whic.h furnishes its name: it is 
drawn by one miserable looking horse, whose fate it is frequently 
topuli after him, upon a smart trot, his driver and six p~seDgerg.. 
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Ontbe road J met one of them quite fuB, which; at a little dis­
tance, owing to the poor animal being enveloped in the fog of hi~ 
own perspiration, ma.de the pass~ngers appear as if they were iill­
pelled by stearn. The prrncipal stand of these carriages is at the 
end of Hagllt-street: they are numbered, and the drivers :m~ 
suhject to the eontrol of the police for in1pl'oper- behaviour. They 
generally run to the Pige~m-house and to the Black-rock, and 
back again. The fare is sixpence only to each person, provided 
there is a complement of paSSel]gers; 80_ that those who win 
not pay for the deficiency of the necessary number, must "sit. 
like Patience upon a mOl'mment," tiH,the vehicle is tilled. _ These 
carriages, wretched as they look, are very convenient, and per-­
SOIlS of the first respectability frequently ride in theln. Away 
rolled Pat, my friend, and L All the drivers, anI;! almost every 
low Irishman, are called Pat, an abbreviation of Paddy, a po­
pular christian Hame, derived from St. Patrick, the tutelar saiut 
<>f Ireland, who had the honours of canonization decreerl to him 
for having, amongst other notable things which I shall hereafter 
have occasion to enumerate, illustrated the Trinity by a sham­
rock or trefoil. On the road, we saw a poor jingle horse, which 
had been turned out to batten upon the sorry weed of the ditch, 
lying, as I thollght, for ever removed from all the future toils of 
so wretched a destiny. "POOl" animal!" said I, "he's rlear!;" 
U Andplaze your honour," said Pat, " he is not dead entirel!J.'" 

A GAR, A NODDY, &c. 
On the road we met several cars, \\'bich are u,sed as. com­

mon carts. This carriage, which is drawn by one horse, is very 
low, motiutedupou wheels of ab?ut two feet in diameter, made 
out of one or two pieces of wood, fixed either on an iron or a 
wooden axle-tree; which turns round with diem, a~1d ',';7ill carry 
about the load of three English \vheel-barrows. AtlO,ddy also 
passed us: this carriage is now somewhat rare. It is an old, 
battered single-horse chaise, with the headnp, having a seat for 
Pat upon the shafts, who is so placed that he retafiates upon 
his passenger, for the- rump of the "horse being placed close to 
his very mouth. As this machine m9ves, it no(Ts; and hence .. 
as the Irish are always degerjptiv~ in their expressions, Iprl1sl,lme 
its name; these are an the carriages peculiar to the country. 

The hackney-coaches are' similar to those in London, bllt 
infinitely inferior in ease and cleanline:;s. Some wag has wri~tell; 
that the backney-coach drivers of..' Oilblin use very long poles 
in their coaches, at the end of which they fastt'n a bundle of hay 
out of the reach of the horse, by which ingen,iaus arran~ement 
the animal 'ac;lvances with increased ardoUl' in' the constant ,pur-­
fluit of food, which he is seldom permitted to taste :th~.pjctur.e 
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is utt~rly false. The horses, however, are very poor; and th" 
whole estahlishment calls loudly for the ameliorating hand of 
the civil government. 

We had not proceeded an Irish mile, eleven of which are 
equal to fourteen English, before· Pat stopped, and said, " Plaze 
your honours, I will not drive your honours any farther, unless 
you will give me another hog, (a shilling.)" Knowing the word 
in its usual acceptation only, we thought proper to alight; and 
having paid him what he at first demanded, which was, as we 
afterwards found, thrice as much as his fare, we descended, and 
in learning what a hog was, Wy obtained the nature of the cur­
l'encyof Irelalld. 

CHARACTER O.F THE IRISH BEGGARS. 

Altho,ughthe beneficence of the country has provided so many 
comfortable asylums for the beggars ·of Dublin, they are nume­
rOlls and wretched. beyond conception: I think more so than in 
the provinces 'of Frauce. Their dress is deplorably filthy, and 
induced a wit to say,. that he never knew what the beggars of 
London did with their cast-off' cloaths, till he found that they 
were sold to the Dublin beggars, 1 have heard of a wandering 
wretch, who in passing over a conl-fiell'l, thought himself very 
fortunate in exchanging breeches with a mawkin or scarecrow, 
setup to frighten away the birds; and such seems to be the 
condition of the mendicants. Their perseveranc'e IS generally 
irresistible. , 

Some 'of the police with a black covered cart occasionally go 
round the city to pick up such mendicants as do not disappear as 
the terrific vehicle turns the corner of a street, and convey them 
to the house of iudustry, from which they escape the first op­
portunity. They prefer a precarious crust of hread steeped in 
tears with liberty; to comfort and protection in the shape of 
)·estraint. In London we have many sights of sorrow before 
us, but they are generally confined to certain par.ts of the town; 
whereas in Dublin they' affect the eyes, and ears, and disfigure 
the beauty of this superb city every where: As the present ar­
rangements are so inadequate; the legislature cannot direct its eye 
with too much ardour and anxiety to the subject. 

The native wit and humour of the low Irish is singularly happy. 
A beggar had been for a long time be:;;ieging an old, gouty, testy, 
limping gentleman, who refused his mite with great irritability, 
upon which the mendicaf!t said, " Ah, plaze your honour's 
honour, I wish God had made your hem't as tender as your toes." 
Many of these poor creatures, to sectlre a decent interment, 
respecting which the low Irish are very tenacious, with a spirit 
9f hospitality. beyond the gm-e, implore. the aid of alms to 
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purcllase a coffin for themselves,' and candles; pipes, toba~co, 
and 'whiskey for their mourning friends. , 

Mr, Carr describes the dress of the lower' Irish, by quoting 
a paragraph from Spencer. It is a long loose woollen coat, of 
t;tone colour, which serves for all seasons.-The women are' 
also very fond of a long great-coat with many capes. 

(}ONTRASTED PICTURE OF ANCIENT AND MODERN DUB-' 

LIN; PRESENT STATE OF ITS POPULATION; VIN DICA­

TION OF THE PEOPLE, MISERlES OF TH'E POOR, &c. 
Dublin, says Mr. Carr, may take a high rank amongst the 

finest cities of the earth. It covers an al:ea of rather more than 
1,464 acres, and is considei'ed to be about seven Irish miles ill 
circumference.. In the year 964, in the preface to King Edgar's 
marters, she iS'styled " the most lioble city of Dublin.", After' 
undergoing a variety of progressive improvements, in the year 
1610 the river Liffey was embanked on the southern side only, 
with quays; the ground called the Batchelor's Walk, the Inn's 
quay, Ellis's quay, Arran quay, the two Ormond quays, east 
aud west of Essex bridge, to an extent of about a mile. and a 
half, on which are now erected many noble houses, were at that 
peri"d co,{ered with mud; and overflowed by the tides: the whole 
of the' foundation of that superb building, the Four Courts of 
Justice, ,opposite to "Merchant's quay, is built upon piles. We 
find also at tillS period, that that part of, the city called Osmon­
town, or Oxmantowll, ,vas terminated to the 'la~t by Mary Ab­
bey: that 011 the other side to the W <-'5t Church-street and, Mi­
chan's church, were the buunds. Stoney-batter, now' called 
Manor-street, Grange Gorman, and Glasmanogue, now a part 
of the city, were inconsiderable' distant villages, and so far was 
the latter f'rom the capital, that in the time ~f the plague the 
sheriffs of Dublin held their courts there. At the same period, , 
T~mple· bar, Crane-lane, Fleet-street, Lazar's-hill, &c. now 
called South Townsend-street, Crampton, Aston's, George's, 
and Sir John Rogerson's quays, on the south side of the Liffy, 
had not emerged ti'om the wakr; and George's quay and many 
acres extendmg to Hillgsend bridge, were only rescued from the 
same element within the'last century. 011 the north side, Dame­
street contained only a smaH coliection of buildings, 'and termi­
nated at the Aug\.lstine monastery, opposite to the end of George­
lane, which was Ilearly the extent of the suburbs to the east. 
The city is nearly square, is mostly on a level, but compared 
w:th the surruunding country is rather low. It is watered by the 
river Liff"ey, ,vinch rise~ about four or five miles westward from 
the capital, and after nearly surrounding, with the most beautiful· 
m.eander~~ the co~mty of Kildare) inteJ:dec~s alnwst e9,ually the) 
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city, where it much resembles the Seine, as many parts of Dub~ 
fiu' through which it flews do the quay Voltaire, quay Malaquais~ 
and the quay tie Conti, and ,o~her quarters of Paris .. 

, The number of parishes in Dliblin is nineteen. The churches 
of the parishes of St. Nicholas' without the walls, and St . 
. Michael's, are in ruins, and the parish of St. Peter's has two. 
churches i therefore the number of churches is at present eigh..: 
teen: the church of St. George, included in this number, is not 
yet fi.nished; it promises to be an elegant edifice: to these places 
of public worship belonging to the establishment, may be added 
the College-chapel, Blue-Coat-Hospital-chapel, Royal-Hospi­
tal-chapel, Magdalen-!J.sylum-chapel, Lying-iu-Hospital-chapeIJ 

Bethesda-chapel, and the Foundling-Hospital-chapel. 
The quakers have two meeting-houses in Dublin, the con­

g-regatioIis of which amount to beiween six and seven hundred 
souls. The quakers scattered over 'the island are about five 
thousand, with about otle thousand who frequent their meeting­
houses, but are not in society It isa ~ingular circumstance~· 
that in Dublin there are only three J ewislI families, and it is 
believed that they have not at any period been more numerous, 
nor as far as I could learn, have they ever had a synagogue. In 
the cities of Cork, Waterford, Limerick, and Belfast, Jews 
~He to-'be found, but in no part of the country of Ireland. Last 
year a foreign Jew from Konigsburg, upon his conforming, was 
baptized; There are four meeting .... bouses for methodists, one 
for anabaptists, one for French lutherans, fifteen Roman ca­
thplic chapels, a church for Frenell calvinists, a Danish and 
Dutch church. Its parochial divisi'On is very unequal. The 
parish- of St. Catherine, the largest'and nearly the poorest, com­
prehends 11 Q a:cres, and about £0,176 inhabitants; St. Nicholas 
within. five acres, -and abollt 1,100 inhabitants; and St. Peter's 
5preads over an area of 141 acres; including its s.ql1ares, and 
ahout 10,063 inhabitants. The unequal duties of the clergy 
may lie easily inferred from this statement, which are rendered 
the more oppressive, on account of the compensation for their 
~ervices being very inadequate. The limits of parishes are so 
uregular, that small streets frequently COli tribute to the support 
of three different ministers, as is the case with the quarter called 
the Paddle. The COUl'ltry parishes vary still more from one to 
thirty miles. The most populous pari~hes are within the walls 
of the ancient city, viz. the parishes of St. :Michael, St. Nicho. 
las within, St. Werburgh, St. J ohl'1, the deanry of Christ's 
church, and the eastern part of St. Audeon. 

The following is a lamentable picture of the defective state 
~f the ·church-estahlishment in Ireland. There are 2,436 pa. 
TIIshea, 1,00lchufches, and only 35,j glebe or parsonage-houses. 
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~Il,e' b.~eficesor union-parishes amount to 1,120; so. that 'there. 
are 2,081 parillhes witho.~t any residence:: for the clergymen, ancll 
1,435 'pari!ihes without any churches,; Where there' are no.. 
glebejho.use~,the residep.t clergyman rellts a house; .where he. 
does no.t resid~: his curate perform~ the service, and 1 ~as in­
formed with. tolerable,. ,regularity:,: !tut the' lncQllv.eqience Dmst 
J.?e.great, and resicj.enc~ from, uecessity rare. ) 1 .. 
. The paving of Dublin commel~c€~,.il~ 1774. Thererwere~o., 

hquses of brick or ~tone (exceptsQITPe poor religious, house./I) 
before the reign of Henry the secqnd. The pDpulation of Dub­
lill was determilied from actuaLenumerittion in the year 1798; 
and. by the conservators of the peace in 1804, was found to 
arpoimt to ) $2,370 . souls. Since that period 700. houses. hav~ 
been built, which are tenanted. Seven thousand souls, or ten; 
to a house, may at least be generally allowed, giving a tQtal of 
18[1,370; but' as this average of ten to a house is. below that of, 
Dublin atlal"g~, which is betweell .eleven and twelve, and as 
the.population qf the Castle is notincludt:d, the population of 
Dublin maybe safely taken at 190,000, includ.,ing,the garrison. 
The difficulty of obtaining a correct account of ~he population, 
of Ireland is great, on account of there., being ,no. registers of 
births, marriages,and deaths kept, except in Dublin, and eve~; 
there I was informed they were kept very irregularly. A friend, 
of mine from. Ireland, in order ,to prove in the Court of Cban-, 
('ery here, that a ward of his was of .age, was obliged to produce, 
the great family Bibl(l, as the only document that afforded him 
data Df the event. The increase of population in the capital 
has .been progressive. In 16$2 Sir William Petty tells us there 
were thirteen pa,rishes, including the two deaneries of Christ-· 
church and St. Patrick; that there were but fDur,thou~nd fami~~ 
lies, which at eight in each family, made thirty-two i thousand 
SQuls. Since he wro,te, three parishes hilve been added, viz. St. 
Catherine's, menti(llled before~ containins- 20,176 inhabitants,: 
St Michael's 18,09~ inhabitants, and St~ M'ary's ahDve 16,000 
inhabitants. . The causes of this increase are various: Mr. Carr 
att~'ibutes them to the subsequent ~ice-regal splendour. Many 
of ihe streets are very superb. Sackville and W eBtmQrland~ 
streets and Cavendish-row may vie with any in London for their 
size and beauty, and most or the streets in the neighbQurhood 
of Mountjoy ,and Rutland-squares, in the north, and of St., 
Stephen's-green and Merrion-square in the sDuth, are very hand· 
some. The greater portion of the city is well paved and lighted, 
but in general very badly cleans,ed. The principal fuel is .New­
castle coal, and turf from the bog Df Allen. 

'Dame-street is the great focus of fashion, bustle, a.nd busi­
ness, and is lined with Q,Oble shops and buildings. It is the Rue 
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St. -HOn6r~ of Paris, and theBond-stre~tofLondon; and the 
beauty -of the prim:ipal streets of Dublin'is not disfigured as in 
Lc:mdoil by an itit~rIilixture of butcbel's\ fishnidJ'Igers', and poul. 
ferers' stalls, which' are cori-fined to certain: 'qullrters of the town. 
This arrangement ·addsgrea;tly to the beauty of: the city. The 
number of hOl1ses,.vhich hilS' been built since the U1iie.rl~ -amounts 
to about 1000. I found that the price'of middlinihou~esjhad 
~onsiderably:lihcreased, and;tBlitt:'of large 'ones badlllu,ch dilili­
ni'shed sinc€ tbat'epoch. ~1l'1le union tnevitaQly attracted a I1tuu';' 
ber of men of rank, wealth~"an~fa:shian tdiEnghmd, who have, 
riot been succeeded by an increase ofpersbns of their own 
degree and reso~rces to purchase their. vaeant 'houses at their' 
dwn price, whilst the spirit' and the means of the trading ,Jart 
of the' community have increased to a degree developed by the 
~reat~~iti?n of buildings. above staled. Of ~h.e,'principal pub­
he bmldulgs I shall speak m the order of my Vlsltnlg ,them. At 
night ,the city is admirably watChed and patroled:Most of the 
watchmen are armed with ,muskets, others with a pike having 
a'curved knife, '~rid the robbei-ies which m;cur are very rare: 
i,ildeed whilst I am upon this 'sUbject, 1 may ,mention, that in 
the course· of my tour through' dii(ere\lt parts of Ireland, al­
though I wasfreq'l1ently alone, and had no otltel' weapon than 
Ii toothpick; :r nevel~ met ,vith the slightest lllolestation. The 
principal murders' and depredations whieh are stated to have ,been 
;c~rn~itted 'm Ireland for some time' past, have been manufactured 
l1y the 'editorll-of English newspapers, to fill up a vacancy in 
their prints~ , Upon these occasions, Limel'ick 'and its neighbour.., 
llo~a, are -generally selected for the scene of blood and outrage. 
The an-ivaI' of the mail frequently astonishes some of the inha~ 
1?1tants'with an account of their o~..vn throats having been cut, 
~be~rcatt:le'houghed, and their housespluhdered. This selection 
15 ,ra~er an opf~rttlnate one, as Limerick,since the year 1798, 
has b~enparticularly free from any spirit 'hostil~ to the repose 
of SocIety. .. '-' , 
: The city :is now plentifully supplied ,with water, but it is not 
near -so pure and exceUent as :it was about Sixty vears since: it 
was then supplied by a fine mountain stream ·called Temple-ogo 
water,'coIlected into the bason in St. James's etreet: the river 
Li~e~, dammed up iJ.b5lveJsI~~d~bridge, now SaJ'ah-bridge, also 
8Up~l~ed t~e town. wIth ~ater; but the papulation increasing, 
th_esesupphe~ were ll1SUffiCIeut; llnd the proper officers contracted 
":Itli the Gnm~ :Canal' Comp~llY to unite their water withrthe 
cItybasolJ,and. It became 'l1ecessary to cut air part of the bason 
f~r t~e> conv,,:mence Jof the cailal~hy which the beauty of the 
bason_ was qlllte destroyed. The cal1at.waterpa~sing over sllcb 
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a variety of soil, Qlay imbibe some impurities, WhICh, hQwever, 
c<Jnnot fail of being correctl~dl!Y the quantity .of,raiil whicI! falls~ 
. The public buildings which' embellish the capital are vert 
magni~cent; I shall attempt to describe them in the order iIi 
which I visited them. ' As'I have mentioned the nobler parts of 
this c~ty, .it is with no little degree of pain .that I step f~om the 
su,:shme Illto the shade, to advert to the qUllrters of' the. po-or" 
'wh~ch I believe have no paralleliu London, and dema:nd thi~: 
immediate attention of the goyernQlent, wl\ich has, or ought 
to have been, most powerfully excited by- the labours of th~ 
Reverend James Whitelaw, M.R 1:. A. whi"h were laidbefor~ 
the public in 1798, since which he assures me· no steps have' 
beel') taken to remove or assuage the misery he has depicted t 
rhe poorer parts of Dublin are preg~ant with nuisances un- . 
usually destructive to health and comfort: In the ancient part~ 
of the city the streets are generaUyvery oarr.ow, and the back-. 
yards of the houses very confiried. The greater llurpber of these: 
streets, . with their Dume,;ous lanes and a,lIeys, are tenanted" by' 
little shopkeepers, the labouring poor, and beggars crowded 
together to a degree painful and- aff<:cti,rig to retlection. Mr, 
Whitelaw states, that a single apartment in one of these truly 
wretched habitations' lets from olle to tWQ ~Qilling"l per week; 
and to lighten this rent, two, three, find even four families, be­
come joint- tenants: he also menti(;ms that a house in Braidl ... 
waite-street some years since, contained 108 souls; the pres~n~ 
number of parochial schools it appears is eightee'n. 

Since. Mr. Whitelaw wrote, a very fine charter-scho~l haS' 
been estabI!shed in Bagot-street, nearly on the hanks of the ca. 
nal, for sixty girls; to tflis 'school, in which the rooms are spa ... 
cious and airy, girls, '!6'hen of a prOper age aug state of improve­
ment, are removed from the different, schools belonging to t~e' 
corporatiolls in various parts of Ireland; here their educ!l.tion is 
finished, and from hence they are appr¢nticed toprop~r protest­
ant masters and mistresses; an object which ,vas found difficult of 
attainment in the distant parts of the kingdom, where protestants 
are comparatively few. As this sch,oo\ is 1I.nder the immedi~te'in­
spection of the governor, it is well conducted; and not only. the 
moral and religious instructions of the children, but habit~ 9f' in· 
dLJstry; are deeply impressed. 

, $CARCITY Ql? l)iPECIE. 

, Upon entering a shop to purchai5e a pllirof gloves, I observed, 
with DO little degree of curiosity, that upon my prese~lting th~mo . 
~ey fortliem, my fair shopkeeper placed a litFl~ brass weighi.ug. 
machille upo~ the counter, and weighed my shlllmgs, all of whIch, 
as well as four or five more ~hich I h~d jp my pl'l'~e, prayed tQ 
be deficient in weight~. . . 

B~ 
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\' N:othing can impres~ a stranger more forcibly than the want of 
a ~il1t coinage in Ireland,and (with all exceptioD to certain pOl'..' 
tions in the lIlorth) the deplorable wabtof metallic specie through­
out tbl!t couiltry, to whIch may be added the exorbitant state of 
the ~xchange between (he two countries. .' . 
. TIle produCtion of a guinea, in many parts of Ireland, exc.ites 
a~ much c:uriosity as the display-of a ruble or a sic.ca rupee w.{)uld~ 
Upon. the arrival of the first of those precious coins' in Dublin, 
it speedily finds its way either to the banker's counter, or to-cshops 
~aned specie shops, over the dooT,s of which is written, "Guineas 
bought l!:nd sold here,' and bal1k notes exchanged for guineas." 
Here a guinea, exchanged for a bank of Ireland note, was some 
!ime since resold at one potmd thteeshillings, and one pound three 
5,hillings and sixpence'. at present it is at one shilling, which is 
low. Small bank of England notes, from one to ten pounds, are 
at a premium proportionate to guineas, being equally useful to 
tr~vellers. . Larger bank of En'gland bills bear the same. price alS 
~erchailts' bills on London.. . ." . 
. The north of Ireland is principally supplied with guineas from. 
Dublin~ where they are now so scarce, notwithstanding their pre­
mium being low, that it is with difficulty they can be. procured in 
quantities sufficient for travelling expences. The scarcity of this 
coin cannot be a matter of surprise, ,vhen, in addition to the act 
for restraining payments in specie, it appears that one person alon~, 
between the years i799 and 1804, purchased a million and a 
qualter, one million of which was sold for the purpose of export­
~tion; and some of the absentee landlords still persist in making, 
.as. far as they can, their tenants pay their rent in specie. 
. The want of silver specie is more particulady lamentable, lind 
embarrassing beyond imagination. Many of the great quantity of 
base shillings in circulation are 110t intrinsically worth four pen~e ; 
but if they :Ire of sufficient weight, or what is admitted to M so 
by tacit consent, viz. two pennyweights and sixteen grains and a 
halt~ ane! do not present too brazen an appearance of their felo­
nious origin, they are permitted to descend into the till, to prevent 
a total stagnation of trade. Even these shillings are rare, and 
their rarity is frequently disastrous to business. After having 
been detained half an hour for change, I have more' than once 
been told by the shopkeeper, with great regret, that he had sent 
to all his neighbours for change, but could 110t obtain any, and 
consequently the article pllrchased resumed its former seat upon 
the shelf. It is VI'orthy of observation, that the mint shilling 
weighs three pen.nyweiglits and twenty-one grains, so that, even in 
1ner~ weight, an ,'Irish shopkeeper is compelled to submit to a de~ 
dllctJon of rather·more than one-third. . 

The first deficiency of silver may perhaps bc,attfibutable~' in '" 
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great degree, to the effusion of silver paper-notes during the great 
circulation of base shillings in t~e spring of 1804, the former of 
which the lower classes of people preferred; and, in ('onsequellce 
of this cheap stthititutimi, the good silver was sent abroad as the 
best mode of remittance: after the re-appearance of silver, upon 
the subsidence of the rebellion, the interest of individuals induced 
them to export all the good shillings they could indllstriousiy pro­
cure, to England, where twenty-one of them could be exchanged 
for an English guinea, and iil Ireland, no less a number would be 
taken for an hish guinea note; the difference between which, 
in point of exchange, left a handsome profit to those who engaged 
largely in the traffic. Another, and an alarm.ing cause of the base­
ness of the silver coin, is the facility with which it may he coined, . 
and the frequent impunity extended to coiners on conviction. 
Comers of shiltings in Ireland, as well as in. Enghind, are punish­
able with death; but, notwithstanding several con"ictions of this 
crime, the only punishment that followed, as far as I could learn, 
for some years, was that of the pillory; and even that was rarely 
inflicted. . - , 

Our author is of opinion, tTIatthis scarcity of specie arises 
partly from the absenfees carrying it with them to England. He 
adds, that in·the north oflreland there is a great disposition to 
resist the admission of paper. He then l'nake~ the following sug l 
gestiolls for remedyiug the evil.. . 
" As agriculture is increasing in Ireland, and as I trust every other 
national blessing will there increase also, an increased circulation 
is immediately, and will be more pressingly wanted. To remedy 
the exchange, several plans have been proposed; amongst others, 
it has ·been suggested for the bank of Ireland to invest a part of 
its capital inconvertible securities, either in the hands of the bank 
of England, or ot' its own agents, 01' to take" bills at a given rate 
of exchange, and by being drawers at :t higlwr ~'ate, to ereate a 
fund to draw upon, which would give it a controlling check over 
exchange operations; or to pay two, three, or four hlillions to its 
credit in the bank of ElIgland, to be drawn for or remitted at the 
pleasure of the bank of Ireland: but the most effective measure 
seems to be a consolidation of the two banks, uuder the title of 
the Imperial Bank, to be effected by a transfer of the stock of the 
bank of Ireland proprietors, to their credit in the bank of Eng­
land, to be denominated imperial stock, and by an adoption on the 
part of the bank of England ~fall the engagements of the bank 
6f Ireland, and by placing the united concerns ot'the two banks 
under the controul of Directors of the existing banks, in such 
,numbers as might be agreed upon: a bank, as a branch of the.!m­
perial Bank, to"be kept up ill D\lblin for the paymen(of'the pa~ 
per of the mothel' bank, which Rhould be made payable either in 
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E~gland or Ireland, similar to the, org;mization of the twenty local 
bank offices which radiate from' the bank of Scotland. 

I THE LATE PARLIAMENT-HOUSH. " 
Amongst the ptlblic buildings, one of the first which' I visited 

was the late Parliament-house, now converting into a national 
bank. , 

The parliament"in distant times, used occasionally to meet in 
the large halls of the religious houses. The parliament of 1333 
assembled in the hall of the Carmelites, in White Vriars~street. 
The noble pile which we are contemplating, was designed and 
built, as was gener:j.Hy supposed, but singular to relate not accu­
rately known, by Mr. Castle: to the genius of tht: architect it 
does infinite honour. It wail commenced in the year 1729, du­
ring the administration of Lord Carteret, under the inspection of 
Sir Edward Pearce, and Arthur Dobbs, Esq., successiveengineer.s 
and surveyors general, and finished in 1739. The front,recedes 
from the street, forming a courtell,closed by iron rails. T~Ie cen:" 
tre consists of a portico of four columns, attached to a peristyle:; 
forming three'sides of a court, alid advancing to the stre~t~ the 
ends of which are composed of lofty arches with piers: ,between 
are three quarter-columns, which rest on sub-plinths. The order 
is Palladio's JOllic, and of Portland stone, finished with an entab­
lature, having a swelled frieze, over which are pediments of less 
dimensions than the p~rtico. Between the plinths of the wings: 
and ,round the peristyle! is a flight of steps under the colonnade, 
the walls of whi~h are decorated by a rustic basement, in which 
were the doors of the entrance: over the basement, in the front, is a 
range of windows. A dome once formed the centre of this noble 
pile, which was destroyed by fire. Strange to relate, the portico 
is not finished by a balustrade, nor is it sUI"i"onnded either by sta~ 
tues or vases, 'the' absence of which the eye perpetllall y laments. 

That part of the building which was appropriated to the House 
of Lords, is situated, to great ;uivantage, towards the east, in 
"Vestmorland-street. This front is very elegant, and extC¥lds olle 
hundred and thirty-five feet, acd is constructed of the same stOlle 
as the old building. The portico was originally intended to have 
heen of the Ionic order; but from the great fall of the ground, 
~nd other circumstances, the architect was compelled to alter his 
original df>sign; and as the front was in a different street, there 
did not appear an actual necessity for the order to be similar. 
The present portico consists of six noble coimuns of the Corin­
thian order, thirty-six feet higL,dinished with its propel' entabla­
ture, and a pediment, 'on which' are plared three fine statues by 
Smith. The fac~ ofthe building is decQrated with a rustic base-
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nlenf; exactly corresponding to tlleold, front; Over which are ar. 
chitraves, &c.; but the apertures, instead of witldo'ws,' as in the 
old front, ave adorned' by hiclles for statues~ having over them 
circular ,a:~~d ,squ~re t~blets: al,te~nately 'feir inscriptiOils. The top 
of the hUTtdmg IS ;fimslWd WIth a balustrade'. 
. The House of Lords was designed and executed by Mr. 
Gaudon. ' The' west front, in Foster-place, is constructed of 

, th"dame matierials as the othel' fronts, and is from the design of 
the same gentleman, with some few alterations, such as a pedi­
ment. ~ei11g substituted in place of Caryatic figures in the centre. 
and instead of a corresponding screen wall, as on the other side, 
as I was welliuformed, a colonnade was substituted at the sug­
gestion of a 'gentieiIl!ll1 who,had the manageniimt of the busine.ss: 
ahd although'u colonnade is alwaysalld everywhere a most beau.-. 
tifulpiece of architecture, yet it must, in this instance, have 
been the principal illstead of the subordinate feature, andtnust 
have attracted the eye from the principal front, and produced a 
very visibltl incongfllity in the whole building. ' Tbi,s stately ,pile 

. is DQw'tuldel:going great alterations, both externally and internally, 
tIl order to be appropriated to the UHe of a national himk. 
/,,, The' fonner House of ·Commons of Ireland 'was an octagon' 
surmounted by a d011le, which rested upon colim'il1s of the IOl1i~ 
order, that rose from an amphitheatricalspaciou~ganery, sUl'round-. 
ed with a light 'and elegant balustrade of iron, withi!l which stian. 
gers were admitted: to hear the debates, and were' conveniently ac­
commodated. From the description W'hi,ch I had, of this part of 
th~ edifice, it must have ,been ~eco~ld only tothe hall of the Legis­
latIveAssembly at Pans/whICh IS the most :elegant senatorial 
building I everbeht;Id. 

Th,e hammer and the. saw have not y~t demolished· the Irish 
House of Lords, the whole'llrr,angement of which is nearly entire, 
and appears to have been 'constructed more with a view to con­
venience than ~1i3gance.;' This room was formerly embellished 
by a very nnepaintiug, from the hand of that eccentric, but WOll­
derful genius, the late Barry, who was born at, Cork. The sub;. 
ject was St. Patrick, the apostle of Ireland, preaching the glad 
tidings of sal,vation to LeogariusJ the haughty pagan prince <?f 
that country. ' , 
, Opposite to the grand front of the late Parliament-house is the 

Genei'al Post-office, where· the ear is annoyed with newsmen 
crying out, "Two'packet~, two packets;" mealling that the news 
which th'ey hold in their hands, contain the iiltelligence brought by 
that number of packets last ahiv~d from Ellglfllld. ' 

THE MAlL-COACHES, &c. 
The mail-coaches run from Dublin to Cork,Belfast} Long-
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ford, Limerick, Derry,E11liiski/J.eH,' Wljterford, Sligo., and DUD .. 

gannon. There ar~ aJs~ . .twomail-c,Qapbes establi~bed between 
Cork and Limerick: Ql1e passes by t'erJ;noy, and, the other by, 
Charleville. There are three hundred and four post.towns in.' 
Ireland; to two hundred of which the i mails are conveyed six 
times in ellch week; and to one h\lnd.r~d ,and four, three times in 
eacI~ week .. In the y.e,~r 1801, the,re )\'ere but/our mail-coaches' 
in Ireland, viz., to Cork, Limerick, Belfas,t, and Longford. But, 
thatvaluahle p~rt of the establishment, the importance of which· 
manifests itselfevery day, haS been cOl1si!1erably and 'li>isely aug~; 
mented, as it ensures an expediti04s and secure conveyanceito the. 
public correspondence. The same 'system has been .attempted to 
be extended to other parts of the 'kingdom; but the insufficiency, 
of travelling intercourse, and the bad state of the roads,defeated 
the intentions of the P9stmasters-gener?l, and forced the contract~ 
ors, ~fter becoming bankrupts, to resign theIr contracts. 

COLLEGE AND LIBRARY. 
Myriext visit was to the college of the holy and undivided. Tri.., 

n1ty, the students of which in . their eollegiate habits, give much, 
vivacity to. the city. Thisbuildil'lg forms to the eye one termi~ 
na~ion of Dame-street, and is in the shape of a parallelogram, 
extending in front three ~lUndred feet, aild in depth about six 
hundred, and is divided into two neady equal squares, in which. 
are thirty-three buildings of eight ro()ms eadl; the principal or 
west front is in the Corinthian order, and is built.of Portland, 
storie, as are all the bllildin~s in the first square; this front is or.", 
namented with pilasters and festoQns, and considering how recent, 
its constniction is, viz. in 17';;9. I must own it, did not favourably 
impress me. The most beautiful parts of, this vast pile are the 
chli-peland the theatre,designed by Sir William Chambers, which. 
are .opposite to and· correspond with each other, and have each: 
.of theni a handsome dome, and a front supported by fo.ur noble 
coluinns of the Corinthian order. The theatre is used for exami­
natiQnsand lectures. Its principal ornament is a monument 
erected to the memory of ProvQst Baldwin, which represents the' 
figure of Learning weeping over the recumbent figure of that 
great man; the whole is chiseled out of one solid block, and is' 
the masterly production of 1\11:. Hewetson, a native of Ireland, 
who left his country to settle ill Rome. There are portraits of. 
Queen Elizabeth, Lord Clare, Bishop, Berkley, Dean Swift, and 
:Burke.. This noble room,exclusive o( a semicircular recess,.' 
thirty-six feet in diameter, is eighty feet long, forty b(oad, and, 
forty-four high. The chapel opposite is very handsome. In th~ 
same area are the refectory and hall.. The, south side of the in· 
ner &quare is eutirely occupied by the library, which is suppw,ted 
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by a piazza, more than two hundred feet long, which, as well 
as the front of the library, is built 'of very friable stonel and 
has rallier a heav)' f:tTect. The inside is very commodious and 
mngnificent, and will hole! l1iIlcty thousnuel volumes; there is a 
g~llery. round it supported by pillars of Irish oak, the balustrades 
of whIch are adorned with busts in white marble, of Plato, So­
crates, Aristotle, Cicero, Den-lOsthencs, Homer, Shakspeare, 
Milton, Bacon, N!::wton, Locke, Boyle, Swift, Archbishop 
Ushcl', who contributed largely to the library, the Earl of Pem­
broke, Dr. Delancy, Dr. Lawson; Dr. GJbert, who also be­
queathed a great number of books, and Dr. Baldwin. The 
number of uooks alld MSS. in this room is se~enty thousand. 

AN ECDOTE OF DR. BARRETT • 

. At the farther eud is another foom, ~vhich is not yet opened, 
in "hich is the celebrated library of Baroll Fagel from Holland: 
the books are lIut yet alTallged; some of them are most beauti­
fully iliulllinated. I had the pleasure of being attended by the 
libr3l·ian, Dr. John Darrett, one of the mf 8t leariled men in Ire­
land. ft is said that the doctor has scarcely ever passed the gates 
of the college for twenty years, and that he has perused most of 
the v()lumes of this va!;t library, which r think infinitely finer than 
the celebrated one at Li psala in Sweden. This valuable depot of 
learning owes its preset' ation to a Roman Catholic ecclesiastic of 
the name of ~106re, who being a lover of letters, and having a 
liheral and-expanded mimI, when the fellows and scholars'vere 
forcibly eJi.pdled by the ruffian soldiers 01" JameB H. on account 
of' a most honourable and firm rt:'sistance to a most foul and infa­
mous mandamus, contrived to get himself nominated provost, and 
thus pre~erved this literary treasure from the ravages of those 
armed V «nd.ds., III the museum there is scarcely allY thing· worthy 
of lIotice. In the anatomy-house there is a curious collection of 
figures properly labelled, representing women in every stage of 
p::lI'luritioll, formed of \rax upon real skeletons: they occupied 
the "hole life of a very ingpniolls French artist, and as appears­
from a tablet, were p~rchased by Lord Shelburne, and by him 
presented to the university. This paft of the building stands in 
a noble piece of ground, laid out in walks for the recreation of 
the student", "bich was fGrmerly the grand parade of all the belles. 
and beaux of the city. It was nenr fhe spot on which the col­
lege stands, that Henry tbe Secpnd, whell he went to Dliblin, 
wus lodged in a palace of wi('kel'~work and Z,'att!cs. . 

The lIumber of students is abollt five hundred. Ever Slllce 

the yeai· 13 I I, variolls attempts were 'made to est~b)ish. an uni­
w~rsity in Dublin, \\ hich were all ref!dered abortive till 1585, 
,.,-Iii n Sir JohuPerrot, the Lord Deputy, endeavol\l'ed to raille 

CAHILl . C 
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two universItIes out of the ruins of the cathedral of St. Patrick,' 
which Loftus, Archbishop ~fDublin, successfully opposed, deem~ 
jug the alienation a sort of sacrifice; yet convinced of the neces­
sityof such a foundation, he prevailed upon the mayor and citi­
zens in common council to grant the Augustine monastery of 
All Saints within the suburbs for erecting a college. This grant 
was confirnled by Queen Elizabeth in 1591, who endowed it with 
lands in Ulster, and the stream of royal bounty was afterwards en­
larged by James 1. and his devoted successor, the former of whom' 
presented to it the patronage of fifteen church-livings in the 
same province, to whom they escheated by the rebellion of 
O'Neill: and strange to relate, the college contains neither 
bust nor portrait of either of the latter royal patrons. 

'The government of the whole of this learned body is invested 
in the provost and senior fell'ows alone. The present provost 
is the reverend Dr. Hall, a divine distinguished for the depth 
of his learning, and the purity of his morals. The situation 
is' worth ,about 15001. per annum: The provost has also a 
casting voice' upon all matters relating to the college. The 
~verage income of a senior fellow is about sool. a year; and 
that of a junior fellow, including lodgings, commons .. and lec-

- tures, about 1001. per annum, which is frequently increased by 
pupils to a considerable income. The fellows ?f Trinity col~ 
lege, by a stupid and unnatural clause in the college-charter, 
are restrained from marriage; Qr if they taste of connubial 
happiness, their ladies are under the whimsical necessity of re .. 
taining theil' maiden names, until a dispensation is proc\.lred 
from the King. , 

The qualifications for a jlinior fellowship are most unreason­
ably numerous; and few can PllSS the ordeal of a tbree days' 
examination, wbich presupposes a knowledge of 'astronomy, 
mathematics, ethics, physics, togic, chronology, history, Hebre~T, 
Greek, Latin, and the whole circle of arts, sciences, and clas~, 
sics. Even Swift obtained his degree in this college speciali 
gratia. 

-IR ELA N D, THE A l\ CIENT SEAT OF SCIEN CEo 

An absurd fashion induced the Irish nobility and gentry to 
seud their Rons to Oxford and Cambridge; as if the seat of 
learning in which a Swift, a Dnrke, a G~attall, and a CUJran, 
had been reared, were incapable of bestowing \.Ipor, the mind 
an adequate prop<;ll,tion of erudition. This custom, which can­
pot be too much reprehended, is gradually sublIlitting to a more 
jOnlarged and liberal mode of thinking In ancient times, the 
~f'~le~'able TIede says, " th~t many noble English, and others of 
w,fenor rank, were in the habit of going to Ireland to cultivate 
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letters; 'and many of those who attended the lectures of cele­
brated teachers were received by the Irish, and supplied witb 
food, books, and instrtlction, without any recoinpeilce." , 

The Provost's house is adjoining the College, although it 
does not sufficiendy appear to be a part of it. It is bl1ilt of free­
stone, and the first story is embellished with icicle and rusticated 
work: upon the second is a range of pilasters of the Doric order, 
and in the centre is a Venetiall window of the Tuscan order; 
before the house is a court, enclosed by a rusticated ",all. The 
external appearance of the whole is heavy and gloomy. 

The area.of which the late Parliament-house, the new Club;. 
house, a handsome edifice of hewn ~tone, and the College, form 
two sides, is called College-green, in the centre of which is an 
equestrian statue in brass of King William, upon a marble pe­
destal, raised by the citizens of Dublin to commemorate their 
deliverance from slavery under his auspices, <;>n the 4th of N 0-

vember; on which day in every year a grand military spectacle, 
at which the viceroy en gala assists, is exhibited. This statue 
is barbarously painted, and the pedestal exhibits all the coarse 
association of colours which constitutes the most striking orna­
mEnt of a glazier's sho.p. 

DUBL1N SOCIETY. 
I was much gratified by a visit to the Dublin Societyof Arts, 

which is supported by the national spirit of indivichials with 
occasional parliamentary aid. The whole is under the superill­
. tendence of General Vaflancey, chief engineer of Ireland; author 
of the Vindication of the ancient History of Ireland; of a pJ;o­
spectus of a Dictionary of the Irish Language, compared with 
the Chaldean and Arabic; and many other learned wof'kg: under 

-whose allspices more immediately the society has attained a rank 
and ·consideratioJl amongst the principal institutions of a siinilar 
nature in other countries. Its object is the promotion of those 
arts th"t are most propitiom; to the amelioration, of that couutry. 
In the hall are several pillars from the Giants' Causeway. In 
the library are excellent imitations of basso-relievo -by De Grey, 
a promising young Irish artist, from the subject of Ceres alid 
Triptolemus; which bear a ~trong affinity in Bames and meaning 
to the Irish words cairim or cuirim, to sow or plant, and treab­
talamh, a plougher of ·the earth. In a long gallery are seveJ'al 
good busts and ca~ts, and at one end is a fine cast of Laocoon, 

-presented to the society -by David la Touche, Junior, Esq. The 
orio'inal I have -seen, as well as the divine statue of ,the Belvi­
dCl~ Apollo, in the imperial museum at Paris, an~ give the 
preference infi.nitely to the latter. Near the Laocoon ·1S a model 
of the celebrated bridg~ of Schaffhausen over the Rhine, which, 

c-~ 
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110twitstanding the veneration which the French have frequently 
observ,ed in all their campaigns for works of ai-t, unfortunately 
fell a victim to the destroying fury of war. . 

In the Socie'ty there are three schools for drawing, engraving, 
and designing, to each of which fifty bOJs are admitted. 1 
found several of the young ~tlldents applJing with a<:tivity alld 
tolerable success. The drawing. master has a salary of one hun­
dred pounds per aUllum, and devotes three honrs to his pupils 
three days in the week. Every articl~ necessary for drawing is ' 
provided at the sole expellee of the Society. 

Under the same roof is the Leskeanum Mineral :Museum, in 
which there is a fine collection of fossils, all admirably lurangeo, 
and labelled, and catalogued. Amongst them 1 was much gra­
tified by some very fine wood agates, ships. of oak petrified, 
crystallized water, a pheasant's-eye agate spoon, a beautiful' po­
lished milk-white opal enclosing a drop of loose water, some 
fiue spars, several curious petrifactions of fish and plants: it is 
a memorable circumstance, inaslllu<:h as it tenus to fix our faith 
in divine I!arration, tbat the fish and plants so petrified are, the 
native production of regions very remote from those in which 
they were discover~d" and evidently illustrate the marvelJous his­
tory of tbe Deluge. There is also a highly curious petrifaction 
of an arm, brought 'lJy General Vallancey from Gibraltar, ",here, 
as- there are no monkeys, it is presumed that it must be a human 
one: previous to this discovery, animal petrifaction was much 
doubted. 

In the Numarium is some beautiful stained glass by Richard 
Hand, an Iri~h artist of much promise, coloured in 1794. In 
the Regnum Animale, amongst many precious shells, are spe­
cimens of the nautilus, from which wonderful tropical production 
the Romans first constructed their boats; it is ~ siphon, through­
out, and by its valves is capable of raising or depressing itself: 
Pope offered it the incense of his song: 

" Learn -or the little nautilus to sail, 
" Spread the thin web, and catch the driving gale." 

If I pass over Venlls's cockle ,,;ithollt paying my homage to 
the beautiful shell, may I never love or be loved! This is one of 
Nature's happiest efforts, and is exhibited as a great and pre~iolls 
rarity. There are also some horns which belonged to the moose 
deer, a race of a!limals which are now extinct ill Ireland, dug ont 
of bogs ; several Irish minerals of great richness aud beauty with 
which Irelalld abounds, and specimens of gold from the mine 
of the Wicklow moulltaills, 

The exhibition room is about seventy feet long, thirty broad, 
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and twenty-five high; the room was uncleI' repair,- and excepting 
some dogs by Quadel, there was little in it worthy of notice. III 
the. model room were a great number of illg~nious models of 
mills, ploughs, &C. - There are four professors attached to this 
society, viz.-l . of chemistry -and mineralogy, at a salary of 3001. 
per annum, at present filled by Mr. Higgins.-2. Of botany, 
soot per annum, MI'. Wade.-3. Of experimental philosophy, 
1001. per annum, Mr. Lynch.-4. Of the veterinary art, bOt 
per aUllum, and house-rent allowed at 661. Dr. Peele. ,.; 

Each professor gives a course of lectures annually. The an­
nual expeu?iture, including premiums,. is 70001. The society 
has a bota\1l~al garden, n~ar ~ sma!l vIllage. called Glassnevin, 
about one IllIle from Dubl1O, In whIch there IS a large collection 
of indigenous plants, &'c. The annual expenditlwe is abollt 

. 17001.; head-gardener's salary is IG01. per anllum; three ullder­
gardeners at 501. each per aunum, and twelve labourers, are con­

. stantly employed. 

. LADIES' Ll'GS. . _ 

As I am lIO botanist, I beg leave, says' Mr. C. to quit shrubs :md 
flowers for beauties of another and far more interesting ,nature'. 
As I returned to' my hotel, my eye naturally endeavoured to as­
certain the truth of au assertion made by a writer, who has justly 
rendered himself obnoxious by his want of candollr or oJ ohserva-­
cion; in his celebrated cr.itique upon t~ legs of the IrIsh lad,ies: 
the day was singularly favourable, for the wind was fresh and 
the atmosiJhere was clear, and the belles of Dublin were enjoy­
ing the beauty of the weather. With all the solemnity due t() 
the subject, r am ready to swear, upon the alta~ of Cupid,. or 
any other altar, that the' ancles and feet which I saw were as 
-tapering and as pretty as the ancles and feet of the belles of Lon­
don, or even of Stockholm, although not so numerous as in the 
latter city, where they are to be found in great perfection; and 
that the assertion of the writer alluded to is a most fO~II and 
slanderolls libel upon those beautiful portions of the female 
frame, and which, -if time has not chilledlhe feelings of the 
libeller, ought for ev~r to be witl~h~ld from his sight: If pretty 
feet do nut abound m Ireland, It IS only because they ,do not 
,abound in any other country: being a .part of female beauty, it 
partakes of .its rarity. Ha~ this writer been making the tour 
of a county 10 England whIch r well know, and had he been 
present at the following scene which occurred there, he ·would, 
with equal ·precision, have Inade a melIlorandulII, that all the 
women of England had thick legs. An English young lady just 
married, being much oppressed by the heat of a ball-room 
fainted; 1I gentleman offered to assist her husband, who held he~ 
in his arms, W remove her into the open air) and stooped to 
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raise her legs from the ground; upon which the husband, with 
much truth and great calmness of consideration, said, U My 
dear sir, let me recommend you to leave them alone, for YOIl 

will find them very heavy." 

PUBLIC RUILDINGS. 

In walking in the streets of Dublin, a stranger is mnch struck 
.by observing so -many churches without steeple, tower, or dome,' 
the want of which renders this magnificellt city of little conse~ 
quence to the eye at a distance. I was much gratified with the 
Royal Exchange, which stands opposite to Parliament-street 
and Essex-bridge. It is nearly a square, with -- three fronts of 
Portland-stone in the Corinthian order, surmounted by a dome 
in the centre of the building. The principal front has a range 
of six columns with correspondent pilasters and ell tablature, 
which support a richly decorated pediment; and, in the same 
range, are two pilasters on each side. A spacious flight of steps 
ascends to the front, in which, bet\yeen the columns, are three 
entranc~s, w)th' elegant iron gates fastened to Ionic pilasters. 
Over the gates are three windows which light the coffee-room, 
and on each side are two others very handHollle!y decorated. The 
inside is singularly elegant. The dome is supported by twelve 
composite fluted columns, the entablature over which is very 
beautiful. 'rheceilin~ of the dome is emhellished with stucco 
ornaments in the mosaIc taste. Betwet::n two of the columns is 
a bronze statue cf his present _Majesty, said to have cost 700 
guin~as; its si2le und situation are not favourable to it. Every 
visible part of the inside of this building is of Portland-stone. 
~here ar~ several noble apartments above, which I now regret I 
dId not visit; for this edifice, _although too small for the com­
to'ftable accommodation of. its visitors, is a beautiful specImen 
of the architectural taste of the countrv. 

This building was designed by -MI"." -Cooley, commenced in 
the year 1 V6g during the viceroyalty of Lord Townsend, opened 

. in the begint~ing of the year 17i(), and cost about 50,0001. which 
, slim ,,'as rai;;ed by fotteries, under the spirited and able managc­

ment of the merchants and bankers of Dublin, to whose huma­
nity, zeal, and munificence, the city is indebted for many of her 
public lmildings, which \\'(JUld do honour to the taste and feelings 

. of any country. Baving thus spoken of the construction of this 
building, it is but just that 1 should make one comment upou 
the singular situation, not olily of this elegant pile, but almost 
of every other public building ·of consequence in Dublin. Some 
of them project obliqudy fr011l the ~treet of which they form a 
part of the side; yet, strange us it may appear, the effect is not 
unpleasallt: the' acces:; to others is very bad and inconvenient; 
aud ~here are some which, if they terminate. a ~treet, or the view 
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of one, present only three parts of their front to it: the latter 
is nearly the case 'with the Royal Exchange: however, this coy 
appearance is not without its comfort; for a foot-passenger is 
not obliged to contend with the mud of the middle of the streets, 
and to run the hazard of having his brains knocked out by the 
pole of a carriage, to obtain a full view of the building; by 
walking quietly and cleanly on the pavement, he will be able to 
command the centre; aild, for this purpose, the closer he presses, 
himself against the side, of the street, and the nearer he advances 
towards the building, by so much the bettel' will his eye be gra~ 
tified:, mallY of the streets are out of the line with those which 
form their continuation. 

CATHEDRAIl OF ST. PATRICK'S. 

Genius, which consecrates whatever it touches, induced me 
to pay an early visit to St. Patrick's Abbey, the depositar,y of 

, th~ ashes of Swift: 'this venerable pile stands in one of the most 
squalid and :filthy parts of the town, called the Podrlle., The 
cathedral, in rainy seasons, is frequently laid twelve feet under 
Water, and part of the imide is supported by props and scaffold­
ing. I t was built in 1 190, upon the scite of an ancient 'parochial 
church, said to have beell erected by St. Patrick. There is 
only one choir, which sings at St Patrick's, Christ's church,aud 
the CcV1ege chapel. It is a remarkably fine onc, and consists of ' 
nine singers, the principal of whom are Sir J ohll Stevenson, 
well known for his tine musical genius and exquisite composition, 
a1)d 1\1r. Spray. Their labours are a little severe: they sing at 
the College at ten o'clock ,every Sunday; from thence they repair 
to Christ's church at half past eleven; afterwards, at three o'clock 
in the afternool1, they ~illg at St. Patrick's, and repair to Christ's 
church again at six. 

SHOFKEEPE[\S. 

Many wealthy people'in Duhlin owe their' pr~sent flourishing 
condition to thei;' ;nccstors having been bcnefited by Dean Swift's, 
charitable bank, who out of th~ first five hundred pounds he 
could call his 6wn, accommodated poor tmd(:','imcn with small 
sums from tive to ten pounds, to be repaid weeUy at two or four 
shillings without interest.,~r,. . 

The deanry so celebrated fprthe resl~ence of SWlft has been 
pulled do"vn, and another erected UPOIl'Its sCite; and the palace 
of the Archbishop of Dllhlin is cOllverted iBto barrack~. Both 
these houses are situated in a close Ilc![:l:bourhood, with a col­
h:ctioll of more mud, rags, and wretched1less, than London call 
exhibit in its most rhiserable quarters. 
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THE BLACK-ROCK, AND BAY OF DUBLIN. 

From the Paddle I waded to my hotel. I mounted a jingle 
at the great jingle-stand, at the corner of Dagot-street; and, 
after passing ~everal' beautiful villas, I reached a town called the 
Black-rock, about four miles from ,Dublin: this town, like 
Richmond with respect to London, -is the great summer Sunday 
attraction of the lower class of the good citizens of Dublin. 

, The proximity of this great capital to the sea gives it an envia­
ble advantage in point of salubrity, as well as beauty. Whilst 
the inhabitants of most of ·the capitals are obliged, if health re­
quire a marine "isit, to travel to a considerable distance,with 
much inconvenience to their business or pursuits, the Dublin 
people can, in their own shops, inhale the sea-breeze, and have 
it in their power, by rising a little earlier in tbe morning, to 
bathe in the sea, without any disarrangement of their occupations 
in life. ' 

MARTELLO T,OWERS, &c. 
Before 1 approached the Black-rock, which liES to the south ' 

uf the city, the bay of Dublin superbly opened to the view: it 
was a vast e:\panse of water, blue and placid as a mirror, rippling' 
only as its flow increasf'd upon the shores; and; at a distaoce, 
melting into' the cloudless sky which it l'eflecteH. The sails of 
v~sseIs, faintly disccruible, alone directed the eye to the tender 
line of its horizon. In front, the hill of Howth re-appeared 
in aU its majesty, the craggy sides of which the softening hand 
of distance seemed to haye covered, as it were, with a russet 
robe; whilst, at the end of a long white line, prqjecting far into 
the sea, the Light-house rose, and resembled a figure of white 
marble rising out of the ocean: a more beautiful scelle the. eye 
never reposed upon. At low water, the sand~ along the Black­
rock, which are very compact, afford a sea-side ride for several 
miles. Upon the sides of this coast is a long chain of equidis­
t31)t niartello towers, which, if they have been constructad to' 
embe;;lsh the exquisite scenery by which they are surrounded, 
the oljert of building them has been successful; and the libe­
rality of the late administration cannot be too much commended 
for having raised ~o many decorations of picturesque beauty at 
the cost of several thousands of pounds, to gratify the eyes of 
the passengers of 'every packet sailing in and out of the 'bay, at 
a period when the prosperity of the country is so forcibly illus-, 
trated by the tllHing alllollnt of its debt. 1 believe it would re­
quire the intlamed imagination of the hero of Cervantes, to dis­
cover one possible military advantage which they possess, placed 
as they are at such a distance, OIl account of the shallowness of 
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tlie bay, from t11e possibility of annovinO' a hostile vessel.-As 
it happened in this neighbourhood,. 1 ;nay here mention a little 
occurrence, which illustrates th" habits of the lower orders of 
the people. A t a house where I was, the cook had, for. some 
time past, relieved the exertions of culinary toil by copious 
libations of that liqueur, so dear to the common h:ish, com­
monly called whiskey, or " the crature:" this indulgence griev­
ously disordered the arrangements of the kitchen. A .seniice 
of twenty-four years, in a family too gentle to pnnish a frailty 
with severity, pleaded strongly for the offend.er; and, instead 
of being dismissed, she was se~lt to the lodge, undel.' the care of 
the gate-keeper, until she had recovered her sobriety. Upon an 
appearance of penitence, her master sent her to her priest (for 
she was a Roman Catholic), who, at the next confession, grant­
ed her absolution, upon condition that she would abstain from 
whiskey for 011e whole year. 

The Black-rock and its neighbourhood' are filled with the 
most elegant country-hollses, gardens, and plantations, more 
numerous, and far more beautiful and picturesque than the villas 
of Clapham-common, to which it may in somerespects be com­
pared, and the illhabitants are very elegant and sociable. Th.e 
land is very rich and valuable, and lets jmm ten to twenty-jive 
pounds an acre. Neal' the Black-rock, in Still-organ pai'k,is 
a noble obelisk, upwards of one hundred feet high, supported 
by a rustic basement, having a double staircase on each side, 
leading to a platform which surrounds tpe structure. It was 
erected in the year 1739 by Lprd Carysfort, for the purpose of 
affording employment and support to'the neighbouring poor in 
a very severe winter. The view from it is superb; .am\ its his­
tory, which is traditionary only (for, with the characteristic of 
true charity, it has no inscription to tell the name of its bounti­
ful founder), excites in the mind of a stranger an impression high­
ly favourable to the ben,ticent spirit of the Irish nation. til 
other places in Ireland, I have seen similar monuments, which 
have be.en raised from the same benevolent motive. 

IRISH DRAWING-ROOMS. 

In the neighbourhood of the Black-rock, and in other parts 
of Ireland, I saw a taste in building displayed, which is rarely 
exhibited in England. The drawing.-room frequently opens 
through a large arch, elegantly festooned with drapery, intoa 
green-house, or rather anothd room of glass, which is filled 
with rare plants and beau~iful-flowers, tas.tefully arrange~, f?Und: 
which are walks finely gravelled, and at mght the wh?le IS lIght­
ed up by patent reflectors~ and has a singularly beautlful appeal: 
ance. 

CARRJ » 
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NEWGATF. OF DUBLIN. 
Upon my return to town, I visited the new gaol called New­

gate, which is not shewn without a special order or letter from a 
magistrate. This building iserected.on the north side of the 
city, the foundation-stone of which was laid by Lord Annaly, 
lord chief justice of the Court of King's Bench, on the 28th 
October, 177 S, and the whole was de&igncd and built by Mr. 
Cooley, and cost about sixteen thousand pounds. It is a large 
quadrangular building" extending 170 feet in front, and about 
the same in depth: the sides are of lime-stone, and the front of 
mountain-stone rusticated, rmd at e'ach external angle is a round 
tower. On the left siQe of the entrance is the guard-room, and 
to the right are the gaoler's apartments. A little b~yond the 
gate-way is a door that leads to the press';yards; one of them, 
on t~e left hand, is for the men, from which there is a passage to 
the apartment in the east front, for those who turn evidence for 
the crown, and adjoining is a large room for the transports. The 
cells are in the fdons' squares, communicating with the press­
yards. There are twelve cells on each floor, with a staircase to 
'c\lch side. Before -the cells is a gallery, terminated by the pri­
vies. III the prisoners' yards are two common halls, where they 
are allowed to walk, imd to have fires in the winter. The can;,. 
demned cells are below the east front. Water is conveyed to 
the different ceUs by an engine, from a cistern in the centre of 
the south side: and on each side of dIe cistern is the infirmary, 
in which, as ill every other part of the building, the sexes are 
separated. Over the entrance is the chapel, ,which communi­
cates with the " Gallows-room," in which is a windlass and 
machinery for ra~sing or depressing the bodies of criminals when 
~hey are executed, which awful ceremony takes place on the 

'(lutside of a grated window, even with the floor, in the centre 
~f the front of the building, which opens upon a grating or 
platform of iron bars, projectillg over the street, having a railing 
,about breast-high: about nine feet above this platform is a long 
cross-bar of iron resting upon two projecting bars; over the 
centre of the cross-bar the axe of the law is repr~s~l1ted. in iron, 
a11d below it two puUies are fixed, throl\gh each of which a cord 
Tlms from the windlass upon pullies, and which cord is fl,lstened 
to the fat~l halter: upon a signal given, the executioner pulls a 
lev~r, ~~lllch detaches the bolt of 'the gl'at!ug or, platform upou 
~hIC~l tne malefactor stands, who, uplin Its fallmg down upon 
Its lunges, becomes suspended with a sudden jerk, which fre~ 
qt!cntl~' s!lOrtens the agonies of death. Dpoq this machine only, 
tWQ c\'ll~lI1als ,can be ,executed at the same time. As .long as'!!, 
plOde of puttlDg capItal offenders to de\tth, so cr\lel and PN": 
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crnstinating as that of hanging, is resorted to, the 'construction 
of the" ffital apparatus in the gaols in publin, and other partiJ 
of Ireland, appears to be the best for that purpose. " 

The prisoners in the N ewgate of Dltblin were comparatively 
f~w, anli I did not see one of ,them 011 the felon side ill irons; a 
Clfcurn~tance which must be thought, highly. creditable to the 
humamty of those who have the superintendence of the prjsOII , 

DUBLIN CASTLE. 

I was somewhat disappointed in viewing the Castle, the town 
pala,re of the viceroy, and his court. This building was Com~ 
menced in the year 1205, and finished in 1'213, under the aus .. 
pices of Heqry de Londres, Archbishop of Dliblin and Lord 
Justice of Ireland: it afterwai'ds went to decay, and the chief 
,governors were obliged to keep their court at St.-Sepulchre',s, 
Kilmainham, and St. Thomas's Abbey. History says that in 
the reign of John it was a place of considerable strength, moat­
ed'~nd flanked with towers. ,,,.It,,,as not used fOJ: the viceroy's 
palace till the reign of Queen Elizabeth. The upper, castle:" 
y~rd", the principal part of the building, where the vicerega~ 
apartments are,' is an oblong squareJ and much reremblel'l, in 
gloom and unreyal-like appearance) the palace of St. James's. 
In the southern range is a neat edifice" called the :Bedf0rd Tower. 
having a front decorated with a small arcade of three arches~ 
~urmounted by an octagon steeple, with a cupola. This tower 
'frollts -the viceroy's apartments', aud is connected' with the build~ 
ing on each side by two gates, upon which are two handsome 
statues of Justice and Fortitude. These statues are-worthy ot 
notice, more on account of their rarity, tha~ their, superior ex­
cellence; for Dublin is certainly very defective in st!ttuary.. Bir­
mingham Tower, at the western extremity of the Castle, re. 
mained until the year 1775, when it Was taken down, and re­
built in 1777, and is now called Harcourt Tower. It was 

, formerly a state prison; at present the ancient records of Irel~nd -
,are kept in it. 'fhe keeper of .these archives in the viceJ:'oyalty 
of ,the Earl of Wharton was hIS secretary, the celebrated Aq­
dison, for whom the sa~ary of the office was raised from 1OJ. 
to bOOI: per annum. I did not see any thing worthy of much. 
admiration hI the viceregal apartments: The council-chamber 
is a good~sized ,room, but little e!llbelIished; and the throne is , 
not so sbabby as some of-those 8e~ts ,of majesty to be seen in 

, the, paiace,!i in E';Jgland. ,St. ~atriCk'.s Hall is ~ noble ro?m~ 
and its ceiling has been lately pamted WIth appn>pnate alleg~>I'lcal 

. subjects by an ingenious artist named Waldre. The parliament 
and courts of jus~ice were formerly beld in the Castle till tJIe 

.,tebellion of 1641, and from thence to the Restoration. 4 th~ 
. D~ 



THI': STRANGER IN IRELAND; 

building containing' tIle grand 'entrance to the Castle, are the 
apartments of the master of the ,ceremonies, and other officers 
of state. 

It was at the gate of the Castle over which the statue of 
Justice appears,' during the tumults in Thomas-street in the year 
1803,' that the amiable daughter of the, upright and enlightened 
Lord,Kilwarden presented herself to the guard statione<J there; 
half distracted with the horror of having seen her father and 
cousin, the reverend M~. Wolfe, torn from their carriage by a 
set of desperadoes, and mortal'ly pierced by her side with pikes. 
For some time the soldier on duty, observing her without shoes, 
covered with mud, her frenzied eye and faultering voice, regarded 
her as a maniac. It was the first information of this insurrec­
tional movem~nt which the government received, or having re­
ceived, regarded. In the lower Castle-yard are the treasury 
and other offices; and neal' them are buildings for keeping mili­
tary stores, and an arsenal aiJd armory for 40,000 men. 

, The style of living of the viceroy combines ease with ma­
jesty. His levees are entirely governed by his will and pleasure. 
He has generally one morning levee ill the week, at which the 
viceroy, and those who have the honour of being introduced 
to him, appear in morning dresses. Upon state occasions he 
moves with body 'guards, and is attended by his pages, aide-de­
camps, and officers of his household. His principal place of 
residence is in the Phrenix-park, distant about one mile and a 
half from Dublin. 

• THE, BRIDGES IN DUBLIN. 
After quitting the Castle, as the day proved very fine, I 

'mounted a jingle, and took an airing on the circular road whid~ 
surrounds the city, and has been made on the scite of the old 
Dallish wall, formerly erected for the protection of the capital: 
the view almost every where on this superb road is delightful, 
and well v\10rthy of a !ltranger's early attention. The bridges 
which c'rossthe river Liffey at Dublin, of which t-here are seven, 
are very handsome; as they very soon attracted my notice, it 
may be as well to describe them all here. The most beautiful 
is Sarah's bridge,- so called f~om Sarah, Countess of Westmore­
la~d, who on the 22d June, 1795, laid its foundation-stone; it 
stands near the Phrenix-park, at the western end of the city, 
has one arch, extends 360 feet, and is 38 feet broad: the arch 
is an ellipsis, whose span measures 104 feet, which is 12 feet 
,,:ider than the Rialto a.t Venice: the key-stone: is. 22 feet above 
hIgh-water mark; and Its'breadth on the top wlthm the parapets 
or plinths 38 feet .. including two flagged foot-ways of six feet 
QIl each ~ide. Near this bridge stood Island-bridge, built bJ 
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Queen Elizabeth in 1577; and hence Sarab bridge is called by 
some of the inhabitants Island-bridge. Barrack-bridge, for­
meriy called Bloody-bridge, 'Was built in 1671, being 'originally 
constructed of wood; four persons lost their lives in en.deavour­
ing to pull it down; it is not worthy of farther notice. :Queen's­
bridge stands upon the scite of Arran-bridge, and: was·finL'1hed 
in 1768. It has three arches, is 140 feet ill length, with 'flag­
ged foot-passages, stone balustrades, and ornamental deroratiol1s, 
in a style of ~onsiderable taste; the whole was executed tinder 
the inspection of General V allancey. The old bridge is a crazy, 
dirty, wreb:hed pile of antiquity, ~nd ,\'as rebuilt in 1428; the 
sooner it shares the· fate of its f'Ormer hoary brother, called 
Ormond-bridge, which ·feB before the flood& of December 
1803, the better. Essex-bridge is very beautiful; it was com­
menced in 1.7~3, under the direction of Mr. George Semple: 
it i!> Westl1linster-bt:idge in miniature, which, upon a reduced 
scale, it resemble's ill every stone. The spans .. of the middle 
arches are to each otberas three to five; their length as one to 
f<lur. 

Carlisle-bridge stands in a ooble situation,ano concentrates 
in one view the finest parts of Dublin; it has three arches, the 
centre is 48 feet wide: the length of the whole is 150 feet, and 
its bl"eadth between the balustrades 00 feet, which is wider by 
,10 feet than Westminster-bridge. 'The approach to it on either 
~ide is graduaL The arches are executed with bright mountam­
granite, and the cornice balustrade at top,. with part of the piefll,' 
are composed of Portland-stone, and form a contrast by their 
different tillts~ .The structure is a I!oble one, and the wl}ole w~ 
designed and executed by Mr. Gandon, to. whose taste and geniu'S 
the city is much indebted. The highly-merited celebrity of this 
gentleman induces me, with great :deference, to observe, that I 
-think this bridge would be improved by the removal of the fOlll' 
ob£;lisks, .whicl:Ulfe placed at each end of the sides as ornaments. 
'From this bridge the passenger has a fine view of the shipping 
and Custom-house; and from its'south, the portico of the HOWle 

of Lords and the College present a magnificent appearance, and 
]'esemble the superb architectural view at the entrance of the 
Linden-walk in the beautiful city of Berlin, looking towards the 
gpera-house. 

'The river is seldom enlivened by the appearance of boats: 
. there is a ferry-bOat which plies near the ruins of Orrnoi:ld-bridge. 
his in contemplation, I am informed, to embank the sides of 
the river, through the city, with granite; should this be accom­
.plished, it 'will be a beautiful improvement, and may pel'haps 
-lead to the river being frequepted by pleasure~boats. . . 

The largest square in Dublin is St. Stephen's~greenJ which·· 
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is ne~tl)' ~n English mile in circumferl(nce. It is a fine meadow" 
walle-d.Gi'odplanted with a double row of trees, but is disfigured 
by a dirty ditch formed on every side, the receptacle O'f dead 
cats and dogs. In the centre is an equestrian statue of George 
the SecoNd, by Van N ort. The houses O'n each side are. most 
of theln\;ery noblehuildings; their want of uniformity, owing 
to the vas('space of the area, is not objectiO'nable. If this. 
IIquar{nvereI1~ndsomely railed round and planted, and tbe ditch 
filled up; it would be one of the mOflt magnificentiu Europe. 

,Mr.Carrcolltinues at some length to' describe the hospitals 
and othe'i'sub6rdinate public buildings: his account will be (ound 
interesting by ~the future tourist in Ireland. ·.on the subjeCt of 

.posting he observes, that the regulations are nearly ,as, good as 
in EngJllnd, far better than on the continent; and de~lart:s that 
the well known caricature published in London, to represent 
Irish posting, has no foundation in fact. , , 

The laws of posting in Ireland require that one shilling shall 
~e paid if one or two PQrsons engage a clIaise; but. if three, 
then eighteen-pence per Iri~h mile. Eleven 'Irish /miles are equal 
to fourteen English. A lucky mile means a l~mg one; for the 
Irish miles vary not a little ~ why so called I could not learn.· 
(, Now, Pat! mind you drive the gentlemen beautiful," were 
the farewel words O'f the waiter at our hotel,. upon which Pat 
drove us furiously over the stones; whilst the iron steps within; 
but not fastcned, kept dancing all the way to a clatter which 
rendered our tongues ,useless, and our ears burthensorue, until 
we had passed the barriel', which was rais~d, with many others, 
·at the entrance of the city, during the rebellion: Soon after 
which, we saw a beautiful cO\1I1try! and one of the finest broad 
and level roads I ever travellediiphn. Our first stag~. was to 
Bray. Our route lay through nne plantations, embellished with 
elegant hOllses, and fields and meadows, in which every symptom 
of good husbandry appeared. - , . " 

We passed through Dundrum, a very pretty village about thre~ . 
miles and a half from Dublin. Near the four-mile stone is 
Moreeli, a very' picturesque situation: it is remarkable for a 
desperate hattIe which was fought some centuries since by two 
neighbouring families, who, having satiated their revenge, very 
piously erected a church in the valley where the battle Wa!!fought; 
but ~hether in. expiat!onof their infuriated rage,. or t(), perpetnate 
the hIstory of It, anCIent story does not ~ll. . Not far from Mo­
reen, is the castle and church of Kilgobbin.· The frequent re­
.cnrrence of names of places beginning with kill, is not a little 
alar~ning to a stranger In I~eland~ n:ore especi::JJly, if he be under 
t~l'l mfluenc~ of those stupId prejUdICeS whichp~ve been excited 
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against that country. I have just enumerated, in my memory, 
'no less than forty-nine of those kill places. 

'rHE SCALP. 
The first· grand and extl;~ordinary object which me met with 

was a chasm which some vast convulsion of nature seemed to 
have formed, by having forced its way through a mighty mOun­
tain, and divided it into elevated ridges of detached grey rock 
and massy stones, which, -projecting in a variety of forms, looked 
ready toraH down, with ruin and havoc in their train; into the 
:valley below, through which the road turned. .This wonderfHI 
aperture is called the Scalp. Between its craggy slopes, a COll­

trasted 'level ' country, w~ll cultivated, gradually swelling at a 
distance, ·and closed by the mountains called the Sugar-loaves, 
pushing their dusky tops into the skies, presented an interesting 
and very singular view. . 

As we descended to the beautiful vil,lage of tnniskerry, on 
one side the eye reposed upon rich meadows; on the other, a 
slope of trees 'presented a compact shade. Before us, as the 
'road, 'enlivened by passing peasants, turned over a picturesque 
bridge, a neat farm-house presented itself; and aviHage-school, 
standing in the bottom of. the valley, just peeped with its upper 
windows above the lev~l: whilst a hill, lightly clothed with yOU~lg 
wood, extended a rich screen be~in<l. Expressions .of delight 
burst at the s~me moment from both of us; it was Aubl,lfll, ill 
all its pristine loveliness. " 

As we wished to walk through the Dargle, we alighted from 
our chaise near a beautiful cottage upon the domains of Lord 
ViscountPow~rsc'OlI .. t; and or,dered 'Our d'river t'O go to the 
principal entrance of the Dargle, about tW'O miles distant.. We 
'had 'scarcely measilfed one hundred feet from the cottage; before, 
,as we stood upon an eminence, a new world 'Of rural beauty 
opened upon us, of rich, vallies and mountains. covered with 
wood, melting int'O air; whilst below a serpentine river glistened 
in the sun, until it lost itself in the Dargle, whither we followed 
its CDlilrse. . The Dargle is a deep· glen,· or 'narrow valley, of 
about a mile in length: at the entrance where we apprDached 
it,oppDsite to us a beautiful little pleasure-cottage peeped over 
the ridge of one 'Of the hills which form the green-breasted sides 
of this glen; it was just discernible in a little plantatiDn which 
crDwned the precipice upon which it stood: this elegant and 
romantic little summer retreat was raised·after the tasteful de~ign -

; 'Of Mrs. 'Grattan, the lady 'Of the illustrious member of that 
'name, to: whom it belongs. As we descended by the paths 
which have been cut through the wDods, new beauties opened 
tJ,rQ" qs, Th\) hillJ 'Oll tl1e sides 'Of which we st'Ood~ and its. 
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()pposite ,neighbour, were covered with lrees, principally young 
oak, projecting "'lth Juxuriant foliage from ma~s.es of rock hatf 
green with mos~. ,Here, concealed by over-archIng leaves, tlH~ 
river, like fretful man in his progress. through this unequal world, 
was searcelyheardto'ripple; there it flash~d befol'e the eye ag;1in, 
as if in anger at· its concealment, rolled impetu()l,l!fly ,over it& 
rocky bed, and roared down a craggy declivity; it little further, 
baying recovered its calmness, it seemed to ilettle for a while~ 
:resembling, in sulleD' silence and placidity, a dllrk mirror; then, 
never destined to long tranquillity, it proceeded; and was agaill 
Jostin arches of foliage, under which it murmured and died 
npon the ear. 

It was in this spot, under the green' r00f of natiVe .oaks start­
ing from ,their rocky beds, sequestered from the theatre.of that 
world upon which he afterwards sustained so distinguished a. 
charafter, that Grattan, 'ivhen a very young man, addressed ~be 
tumultuous waters as his' auditory, and', sch091ed himself, lIke 
Demosthenes, in that eloquellce which 'was destined to elevat~ 
the glory of Ireland with his own; 

We lingered for some time in a rustic temple, whose ba~k 
and seats were formed of intertwisted branches, softened by 
moss, and whose arches 9pened upon one of the most favoured 
spots of the Dargle: it seemed to be. suspended, like an aero­
nautic car, from some vast impendillgoaks which spread far over 
it an umbrella of leaves. . 

We ascended the Lover's-Ieap,' a vast high 'grey rock, whose 
base is concealed by slopin{tnies; itrises higher than any other 
ohject, and commands a very .extclisive view of this verdant sce­
nery, whichtravdlers, who have'visited Italy, pronounce to. be 
eqnalto any bpot in that bel}lgn climate~ . , ., 

We quitted this scene 'with mingled emotions of delight and 
regret, and entering our chaise at the principal gate, proceeded 
through a rich and romantic country-to the 

TOWK 01' BRAY. 

This town, 'which is near the sea, has a very neat and respect­
al}le appearance: it is about eleven miles fi'om Dublin, and 
stands on the verge of the connties of Dublin and Wicklow, 
'which, as "'ell as the town, are divided by a river abounding with 
,~xceUent trout. This place has two annual fairs, atwhich blaok 
cattle and sheep, and large quantities of frieze and flannel,. are 
sold; and is much resorted to during the seasons for drinking 
goats-whey and sea-bathing. It has a church, a Roman Catholic 
chapel, good barracks, several lodging houses, aud, in its neigh­
b(l~lrhood, are several elegant couiltryseats. The post-chaises 
-",Iuch belong to the pricipal innherc~are the best in Ireland) and 
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are. inflcribed, in great letters, witil the word" Quinbray," 
wInch I thought was the name of the owner; but, upon enquiry, 
I found that he was ollly entitled to the first halt~ and that the 
other halfof the word belonged to the town. . 

Here we took a fresh chaise, and proceeded to Newry-bridge, 
where we found an old, but very comfortable inn. Om: fi$h, 
meat, wine, beds, and waiters, all were good. This. spotwe 
made our head-quarters, alld strongly recommend theIn, ~o every 
future Wicklow ~vanderer. The 'first place we visited was 
Rosanna, the seat of Mrs. Tighe: the house appears to pe a 
comfortable brick mansion; the grounds, . abounding with the 
most beautiful arbutuses, holly, and ash-trees, are perfectly 
Arcadian. ' 

From Rosanna we proceeded to Glenmore castle, through 
the most rich and romantjc country. The castle, the seat of 
Francis Synge, Esq. h~s not yet received the hOlll:y tints of time; 
imIne of its battlements were constructing at the time of m:t 
Vlslt; but when it is completed, and well coloured by the 
elements, it will be a fine object. At a little distance it seems 
to impend over ~ vast abrupt precipice, from which it com .. 
mands a superb view of the country, and the entrance of the 
celebrated Devil's glen, iut? which We desce~~et.l through ~ 
~'£lJ-planted $hmbbery. ., 

THE DEVIL'S GLEN 
Is a valley, the bottom and sirles of which are eomposed of 

l"Ocks: one side was till lately covered with trees, principally oak; 
the other was always much denuded, which must have afforded a 
.fine contrast. At the further end, the river Vartrey, after violent 
rains, falls with astonishing fury from a height of -10Q feet, and, 

. -J"Uns through the glen arnot/gilt' 'the rock!! that compose its bot:­
tom. During the rebellion, thes~ unfrequented depths frequently 
afforded shelter and concealment to its routed followers. Groups 
of such figures must have augmented the gloomy grandeur of the 
scene, and rendered it a sulnect worthy· of the pencil of a Sal­
vator. 

It w~s here, and in the neighbouring mountains,. tbllt Dwyer" 
a rebel chieftain, as celebrated as three-fingered Jack, contrived 
to elude the 110t and persevering pursuit of justice for a period 
almost unexampled. Although the virtue of singular incorrup.., 
tibility was displayed ina bad cause, yet it loses. nothin~ of its 
intrinsic value on that account. The remuneratIOn offered by 
the government for the discovery of this daring chief, who so 

: long. hovered near the capital after his followers had been .routed 
~Dd reduced, was very great; and presented a temptatlOll to. 
betray, which in lIDother country would scarcely hay\,; QGeI)\ 
~A~R) ~.-
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resisted; but wherever this arch-ruffian avowed himself, and 
claimed the protection of hospitality, his pers,?n was h~ld sacred; 
und, in the midst of rags and penury, a brIbe, wlllc!! would 
hnvesecured independence to the betrayer, was rejected with Scorn. 

MAGNANIMlTY OF A PEASANT. 

The following little anecdote will prove that magnanimity is 
an illlnate of an Irish cabin. During the march of a regiment, 
the Honourable Captain P--, who had the command of the 
artillery baggage, observing that one ~f the pe.asants, ~\'hosc car 
and horse had been pres~ed for the regiment, did not dnve as fast 
as he oU<1ht, went up to him and struck him: the poor fellow 
shrtlggel'up his shoulders, and observed, there was 110 occasion 
for a blow, and imu1ediately quickened the pace of his animal. 
Some tim!'l afterwards, the artillery officer having been Ollt 
shooting all the morning, entered a cabin for the purpose of 
resting himself, where he found the very peasant whom he had 
struck, at di!lQer with his wife and family: the man, who was 
very large aud powerfully made, and whose abode was solitary" 
might have takeQ fatal revenge upon the oflicer; instead of wllich, 
immeqiately recognizing him, he chose the best potatoe out of 
1118' bowl, and presenting it to his guest, said, " There, your 
bonour, oblige me by tasting a potatoe, and I hope it is a good 
Pile; but you should not have struck me a blow is hard to beat," 

AQ Irish cabin, in genei"lil, is like IT little antediluvian ark; 
fOl' husband, wife, and chilqren, cow and calf, pigs, poultry, 
dog, and frequ~ntl'y cat, repose under the same roof ill perfect 
amity. A whimsical calculation sometime'sinceascertainl'd, that· 
-iri 87 cabins, there wer~ 1 £0 full grown pigs, and 47 dogs. 
The rent of a cabin al1d potatoe plot in the county of Wicklow 
and neighbourhood, is from Qne to two guineas: the family live 
upon potatoes a,nd bl\tter-milk six days in the, week, and instead 
of " all added plidding,'~ the Sabbath is generally celebrated by 
baconalld greens. In those parts I found the potatoes to be 88. 
4d. the. ?arrel (twenty stene to ~he barrel) and three quarts of 
butter-n1l1~ fQr a pe\1T1Y. . The pnc~' of labour was 6id. per day. 

I.ns\lfficlen~y O! prOVISION, . whIch operates so powerfully 
!lgamst marn~ge ll~ England, IS not known or cared about in 
lrel!lud; ther~ the waut of qn establishment never affects' the 
brain of th~ enamoured r"~tic. Love lingers only t~ntil he can 
find Ol\t a dry ~ank, pick a few sti(,lks, collect some furze and 
fern, knead a' ljttl~ mild with stf~w~ and raise a hut about six 
feet high, wit~ a door to let in the light <lnd let out the smoke; 
thes.e accomphshe?, the happy pair, uqited by their priest, enter 
nl~lf s.ylvan <iwellm~, ~llld a lavid ra~e of chl\bby bo~s and gil:l,9¥ 
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soon proves by what Bcanty means life can be sustained and j.m~ 
parted. .. 

THE POTATOE. 
Upon :ULavcrage, a man, his wife, alld four children, will eat 

.371hs, of potatoes a dav. A ,,,,himsical anecdote'is related of 
un, Iri~h potatoe. An l<:ngli,shman seeiilg.a number af fine florid 
clJlldren)n a,cabin, said to the father: '~How do your coun­
~ry!nen contrive to ha,,; so ,many fine children?" "iJy,Jaslls, 
1t ,8 the potatoe, Sir,' saia' he. ~ 
. The.mode of pl~ntil1g potatoes is as follows! The potat6~ 
Is cut Into several pIeces, each of which has ill1 eye: these are 
spread on ridges of about four or five. feet wide, which are 
covered. with mo~tld, dug f('om furrows on each side, of about 
~alf the breadth of the ridge. When they dig au t the potatoes 
lit autumn, they sow the ridge, immediately before digging, with 
here, and shelter the crop in a pit, piled up so as to form a 
sloping roof. Potatoes are said to be very propitious ta 
fecundity. ' 

Poor as the cabin is, do not, reader! think that hospitality and 
politeness are nut to he found in it. The power of shewing 
these qualities, to be 8ure,is very slender; but if a stl'angel 
enters at dinner-time, the master of tne family selects the finest 
potatoe from his bowl, ~nd presellts it, as a flattering 1>l'oof of 
welcome courtesy. ' ' 

After a day of high gratification, we retutned to N ewl'y-' 
bridge, were we sat down to a coupJe of delicious fowls, for' 
which, as for poultry of every description, and for its veal, this 
county is very famous: we had also trout" and excellent wine, 
particularly port. ' , 

In Ireland excellent wine is to be had in the poorest public 
hou~es. A friend of mine travellil.lgin that country, came late' 
at 11ight to a little inn, which was so \vretched that it had not a 
singl€) bed for him or his.~ervant, yet, to his surprise, the ragged 
host produced him a bottle of very fine claret. 

After a refreshing'repose in clean beds, we rose to' renew our 
rambles. Atour breakfast we had excellent honey and eggs;· 
the latter the Irish have .certainly the merit of having. introduced' 
to the English table~. ", ' 

Under a dondles! sky, we proceeded fo Cronro'e, about two 
miles from Newry, the seat of ~saac Al1lbros~ Eccles,. Esq,! a 
gentlemen of fortune" of cOIIsldenibJ.€ class1~aI acqLUi'ements, 
and of the most amiable private character; tlll~ gentleman has 
edited three_of Shakspeare's dramas, upon a,zzberal and exteli"" 
~ive plan. The great natural curiosity of ~ronroe is a vas.t rock, 
"hidl l'i.ses p€JIpeni1icuhlf from some beau~Jful woods J?ch-Hld tlH~ 
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houses, to the top of which w~ ascended, ~nd enjoye~ aft 
exquisite prospect of an extensIve, uudulatmg, an? lllghly 
cultivated country, and the s~a. One part of .the VieW was 
cnlivened by the busy movements of a crowded faIr. 
. After a display of hospitality, which in ireland is no novelty, 
aithouo'h always charming, we parted with our enlightened host, 
and ;'oceeded to our chaise, which waited for liS in the ,fair. 
Here all was bustie; shoes, stocki'ngs, hats, pigs, sheep, and 
horses, were exposed for sale to the best advantage. It is always 
a source of pleasure to listen to the conversation of the lower 
Irish; at these places, wit, drollery, or strength of expression, 
is s~re to be the reward of it. fC I am very bad, Pat," said one 
poor fellow, rubbing bis head, to another. "Ah! then may 
God keep you so, for fear of being worse,'1 was the reply. 

The approach to Rathdrum, our next stage, was very beallti~ 
ful: the town has nothing in it worthy of remark. 

In order to view completely the beauties of Avondale, formerly 
the residence of that great patriot the late Sir J olm Parnell, now 
inhabited by Lady Wick low, we ordered our chaise to a spo't a 
few yards out of the high road to Al'klow, called the Meeting of 
~he Waters, and walked through this exquisite demesne, which 
is about a mile beyond Rathdrum : it stands on the banks of the 
river Avpca" or Avonlnore, which signilies, " the great winding 
E;tream." The sloping banks, curving with the river, arc clothed 
'\vith a full rich coppice, occasionally enuobled to tl:e view by 
scattered oak and ash, of stately growth. The mansion is mo­
Qern and handsome; in front is a beautiful lawn, dotted with 
dumps of trees gently sloping from a hill crowned with fine 
beech and spl"uce firs; there is great variety in the scenery; the· 
tich verdure of meadows or pasture is frequently contrasted with 
grey romantic rocks, of a great height, covered with old oak, 
the roots of many of "'hich; from their beds) project one 
hundred feet perpendicular o\"er the tops of others; whilst the 
gentle current of the river is frequently broken into foam and 
ca.taract, by opposing rock and shattered granite, half-covered 
WIth moss. Our walk extended near three Eno-iish miles 
t~lr~tl¥h th!(woods, and every step afforded us som: fresh gra­
tIiieatlOll. 

When we passed the gate -that len ont of Avonmore, a new 
5c~neo~, ellcha~1tmentpr<:sen!ed itself: at, " the Meeting of the 
'IIr uters, and nvetted liS m SIlent adnllratJOI1. It was a scene of 
vallies, wlJOse lofty sides were covered with the most luxuriant 
fol.iage, presenting a C0l11pact slope of leaves thro,ngh ~hich 
l1'"Itha: branch nor trunk of tree cOlil~ be seen. Upon the top 
of one of these umbi"a~eOlis mOUl1tallls, a banqueting-room or 
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·'\.oVl:era1'08e, the casement of which brightened by the sup; 
whIlst below, dimly seen through overarching beech-trees, a 
confluence of streams mingled with the river under the blue 
~nist of approaching evening. 

Ottr i'?ad l~y through the same e:,;quisite scenery, the effect 
of which was not injured by the abrupt appearaLlce of two 
inountains of copper~~~ne which lie nearly opposite to eru:h . 
other; the savage sterIlIty of these mountains varied by the 
green, red, apd yellow stains of their vitriolic streams, which 
scantily dripped dowp their sides, presented a striking contrast to 
the soft verdure and. luxuriant foliage which marked . th(;! 
terminatioh of their desolate features.. . 

By the time we reached Arkl~w, the night had closed in upon 
us. Our ion was not the most comfortable in the world, but 
tolerable; one side of the lower part of it was occupi~dby a 
shop, for the sale of groceries, ,;"ine, wbisky, &c. This union 
of the characters of shop a~ld itm:-keeper, I found very frequent 
i~l Ireland. Here we got excellent wine. The waiter assured 
us that the beds, for we dined. in a double-bedded room, were 
well aired, and added" for one gentleman slept in both of them 
last night." I thought I had caught a b~lll for the first time; but 
tlpon:a moment's reflection 1 found. that the 'gentleman, after 
sleeping in oue bed, might have been disposed to try the othCl·,. 
and so it proved. . 

MILITARy I>ISAPPOINTMENT. 
A short distance from the town, we pa~sed-by the spot where 

a very bloody and decisive battle was fought on the 9th of June 
li9S, against the rebels, who were £i,OOO strong, and who 
were routed, ,vith the loss of 1000 men left dead on the field. 
A brief account of the particulars, and of a very extraordinary 
character, who shone in all the splendour of high daring, will, 
I am sure, be interesting to my readers, as related by the Reve­
rend J ames Gonlol1~ - After speaking of the arrival at Arklow of 
the Durham fencibles, the. repels being in gFeat force l)eal' it, 

.he s.ays, "A few hours.after, one of those ludicrous incidellts. 
occ~lrred, which, amid the calamities of war, serye to exhilarate 
the spirits o(military men. Two of the officers of this regiment,., 
passing by the house of Mr. O'N eile, in ArklQw, where General 
Needham was quartered, and where a great breakfast was prepared;,. 
for the general a~ld his guests, were mistaken by a servant for 
two of the suite, and informed that breakfast was ready for' 
them and their associates. This intelligence being communicated, 
the Durham officers came instantly in a body, and devoured the .> 

whole' breakfast." One, of them, 'the writer states, remained 
behind to settle with the drivers of the carriages in which the 
regim!lllt had travelled from Dublin, mid upon him devolved the 
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unpleasant situation of hearing the complaints of the general 
H11t\ his officer~, who arrived soon after, and found all their l>reak-
fagt v~ni8hed. He then proceeds: ' 

" In SOllie hours, more seriolls objects engaged the attentiol* 
of the trooos. The rebels, who, aftcl' the defeat of Walpole's 
army on the'4th of J line, had wasted their time ill burning the town 
of Carnew,. in trials of prisoners fol' OrangclDen, the plundering 
of houses, and other acts of the like nature, at length collected' 
their force at Gorey, and advanced to attack Arklow Oil the 9th, 
fhe,only ,day ill which that post had been prepared for defence. 
The number probably amounted to 27,000, of whom near 5000 
were armed with guns; the rest with pikes, which gave them 
in some points of view'the appearance (If a mOl'illg forest, and 
they were furnished with three servkeable pieces ofartillety. 
The troops posted for the defence of this, at that time; most 
important station, consisted of J,OOO men, iududing yeomen, 
supplementary men, and those of the artillery, The rebelS" 
attacked the town on all sides, except that which is washed by 
the river. The approach of that'toh,unn ",hid] advanced by the 
~ea-shore was ~o rapid, that the picket-guard of yeomen 
cavalry, stationed ill that quarter, was in extreme danger: a 
party of the rebels having entered and fired what is called the 
fishery, a part of the town OIJ that side, composed of thatched 
<;abills, hefore they could effect their escape, so that they were 
obliged to gallop tbrough the Hames, while the main body of 
this rebel column was at their heels. So great was the terror of 
this 'troop of yeomen, tlHlt most of them stopped not their 
flight till they had crossed the river, swimming their horses, in 
great peril of drowning; across that broad stream. The farther 

r progress of the assailants was prevented by the charge of the 
regular cavalry; supported by the fire of the infantry, who had 
been fOflll'td for the defence of the town, in a line composed of 
three regiments, with theil' battalion artillery, those of the 
Annage and Cavan militia, and the Durham fencibles. The 
main effort of the rebels, who Cotl)ln.ellced the attack near four 
u'clock ill the evening, was directed against the station of the 
Durham, whose line extended through the field in front of the 
~own to the road leading from GoreVy. As the rebels poured 
their fire from the sheltet- of ditches, so that the opposite fire of 
the soldiery had un effect1 Colonel Skerrett, the second in com­
mand, to whQm Major-general Needham, the first in command, 
had wisely given discretionary orders to mal,e the best use of his 
abilities and professional skill, commanded his men to stand with 
~rdered arm,s, thei.r .left wing covered by a breast-work,. the 
~l~t by a natural nsmg of the ground, until the enemy, leaying 
welt coyer> ehOHld advance to an open attack. This-open attac" 
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'Was made three times in most formidable force. the assailants 
f'llshing within' a few yards of the cannons' maul/is; but they WCI'C 

l'eceived with SI) close and effective a fire, th[,t they Were repulsed 
,,,jth great slaughter in every attempt, The Durham were not 
only exposed to the fire of the enemy's Suil1ll arms, but were 
also galled by their cannon. A piece of these, directed at fil'st 
much too high desi:.;uedly, by a soldier taken prisoner by the rebels; 
of the name of Shepherd, appointed to manage the gun, wag 
afterWa1"0S levelled so by :Esmond Kyan, a rebel chiet~ that it 
broke th~ carriage of o~le of the ?at~alion guns, and obli~ed 
the left wmg of the reglment to shIft its ground, by advaJ1clIti{ 
twenty paces, to avoid being enfiladed by the shot. One d' 
1he balls canied away the whole belly of a soldier, who yet lived 
'some minutes in that miserable condition, extf'ndetl on the grottl1tl t 

and stretching forth his hands to his associates." The histoi'itlll 
mentions, that General Needham, afte{ riding from post to 
post, ,exposed to the.enemy's fire, at last cameto the deteJ'iniuatiol1 
that a ret~eat would be the most prudent meaSlIre, in the thell 
posture of affairs. The tesolution: of Cololltl Skerrctt, on that 
orcasion, saved Arklow; and in the opiniun of the writer, the 
kingdom. 

CI-IURCti.MftIT,INT F.1NATICS. 

The reply of tlIe colonel to the general, when addl'es~{'tI 
on the subject of a retreat, was in \lords. to this effect: " We 
cannot lwpe for viet, )ry othenyise than by pl-eserviilg OUr ranks: 
if we Lnmk, all is 108t; and for the spirit whieh I hnveseen. 
displayed at this awful crisis by the Dlll'ham regiment, 1 Cail 
never bear the idea of its giving ground." This lntlgnUiiituoHs 
:answer was decisive ; and the rebels retired in despaii', after 
.havino- been repulsed in a I1Jnst furious assault, in wbiCh Fathn' 
Mich~el MUI'p,hy, priest of Hallycalllloo, \Vas kilIedby it cannoll­
shot, within thirty yards of the Durham' liue, while he was 
leading his people to the attack. . . . 

Another fan'lOUS fallUtic, Fathei' John MUJ'pliy, who figured 
away in the rebellion, was also SllPi)osed to . be bllllet-pl-oO(. 
This man's joumalis curiolls; it was fOUlld on the lield of batt~~ 
at Arklow by Lieutenant-Colonel Bainbridge, of the Durham 
fencible infarttrv, and sent by him to General NI"edham. 

" Saturday'niglit, May 26; at 6 A. M., 1798, beg 111'1 the 
republic of Ireh,nd, ih Boulavogne, ill the county of Wexford j 

banmy of Gmey, and parish of Kilconnick, commauaed by the 
Hellerend Doctor Murphy, parish-priest of the said purish ill. 
the aforesaid parish, when all the Prutestallts of that parish were 
disarmed; aud, among the aforesaid,· a bigot, named. rniOn~% 
~QokeYJ who. lostbis life by his rashllcsS. !;l6. Yrotn, thclwa 

I 



came to Oulart, a country village adjoining, when the republic 
attacked a minister's house for arms;' and was denied of; laid 
sieae immediately to it, and killed him and all his forces; they 
the"' same day burned his house, and all the Orarigemel1's 
houses in that and all the adjoining parishes in that part of the 
country. The same day a part of the army, to the amount of 
104 of infantry, and two troops of cavalry, attacked the 
republic on Oulart~hill, when the military were repulsed witb 
~the loss of I I £ men, and the republic had four killed, and then 
went to a hill called Corrigrua, where the repu11lic encamped that 
night, ano from thence went to a town called Camolin, which 
was taken without resistance; and the same day took another 
town and sate of a bishop. At three in the afternoon, the same· 
daY, they laid siege to Enniscorthy, when they were opposed by 
an' army of 700 men; then they were forced to set both ends of 
the town on fire, and then took the town in the space of one 
hour, and then encamped on a hill near the town, called Vinegar-. 
bill. 

/( BRYAN BU;LGER, 

I( DARBY MURPHY, bishandandpen." 
" Dated this 26th."· 
Some of, the rebels who escaped this bloody conflict by whi1:h 

Ireland was saved, in their 'forcible mode of expressing them­
selves, said, speaking of the :;laughter produced by th~ soldiery 
amongst them: " By Jams, they mowed us down by the acre." 

ANECDOTE OF MILITARY DISCIPLINE. 

As it is always a gratifying circumstance to find the military 
in times of trouble, when their services were wanted, unititlg 
humanity with duty, 1 cannot restrain the pleasure of inse .. ting 
what Mr. Gordon ha~ said upon a particular· instance of this 
union. "On the alTival of the :M:arquis of l{untley, however) 
with his regiment of Scottish Highlanders, in Gorey (near A~k­
low), the scene was totally altered. To the .immortal hOllour of 
this regiment, its behaviour WaS such as, if it 'were universal 
amongst80Idie~s, would render a military government amiable-. 
To the astoll1slu~ent of the (until then miserably harrassed) 
peasantry, not the smallest trifle, even a drink of buttermilk, 
would any of the~e Highlapders accept without the payment of 
at least the fuU val,-,e. GeI\eral Skerrett, Colonel of the Durham 
fencible infan~ry, who succeeded the generous Marquis in .the 
com~and of that post, observed so strict a di~ciplille, that 
not~illg more was heard of nl,ilitary depredation," 

ARKLOW CASTLE. 

We S\lW qothing particularly wor~~ of nQ~ice a~ Arkluw 
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~x~ept the castle, which is ancient a~d in ruins. The morning 
after our. ,arrival we. crossed the bridge, which has ni:lett:en 
.arches, through which the Avoca flows into . the sea, which is 
dose ~cljoining : it was low water, ana a ~1Umber o.f fishing':' 
vessels lily' on the yello.w sands ,The leavned Bishop Pococke, 
who. has dist~nguished himself for his Travels in the East, has 
observed that Arklow, with its sands, steeps, and glens,' seen 
fron~ the prOluontory, where the prospe~t has the best effect; 
presents a ,striking resemblance to the hill of Mount Sion, at 
Jerusalem. . 

After a ~ost,delightful drive we qo.ssed a bridge, and returned 
to. th~ road over which we had passed the preceding day; ,and, 
alIghtmg from our chaise, climbed to the summit of one of the 
copper:-monntains, where we saw several hollow squares, like· 
baths" partly filled with divisions, in which platesof irOll were 
deposited, the vitr,iolic particles of which are attracted by 3, stream, 
strongly impregnated with vitriolic watcrwhich flows'into them; 
and leaves a sediment of copper. At this mine therewen~ no 
,smelting-houses. I was informed that this mine was' not very 
productive, and is very deleterious to the fish for six miles in the 
river, 'which flows in the valley to the sea: indeed, I wa~ informed 
that a very fine salmon-fishery at Arklow was completely de­
stroyed by the poisonons stream Df this mine~' 

,. 
GOLD MINE OF WICKLOW. 

As the working of the once celebrated gold mine, which lies 
at the foot of the mountain Croghan, in this neighbourhood~ 
hlls for some time past qeen upon the d~cline, we did not think 
it would repay the trouble of visiting it. The discovery of this 
mif!e for some 'ti~e elated the breast of every Irishman: his 
,country. promised to become another Peru, and the mostipnkious 
treasures below seemed ready, ~D augment the prodigal beneficence 
of fJllture above, The shepherd left ,his flock, the husbandman 
his, field, the manufacturer his loom, thousands deserted their 
homes and occupations, all rural employ was at 'a pause; and, 
had not the harvest been previously gathel:e'd in at' the time Df 

the discovery, a famine must have followed: this hurly-burly 
was soon restor~d to order. A detachment from the army 
arrived, and' took possession Df the mine in the name of the 
Crown. The gold was found .in marshy SPDts, in the bed alld 
by the side Df a small stream, in a gravelly stratum, arid in the 
clifts of the rock which lie beneath. In the Dublin Society I 
saw an exact cast of a mass of gold which was found in th~ 
mine, weighing twenty-twb ounce~ !lvDirdupo!s : it 'was discovered 
by eight labDurers, before the mme was claimed 'by the Crowll, 
who agreed to. shlJ,re iu the. search, and sold it for eigh~ guineas. 
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TIlE STRANGER IN IRELAND; 

At Rathdrum we took fresh horses and proceeded to Glen. 
oalHch (or ,Giendalough), or the Seven Churches, about five 
miles off, which had I not seen, I should have deeply regretted; 

The whole scene, soon after we quitted Rathdrum, became 
altered: one might have supposed that an ocean had separated 
Gleodaloch from Avonmore. We found ourseh:,es surrounded 
by vast mountains covered with brown heath, or more sable 
peat, whose hard and gloomy summits the rays of the sun, 
beginning to be obscured, shone upon without brightening: the 
whole was desolate, gloomy, and sublime. 

Immediately after we passed a dark avenue of trees, which 
led to the ruins of a mansion burnt in the rebellion: it stood 
at the foot of a mountain; some of the "walls, blackened by 
smoke, remained. The garden was overrun with briars and. 
brambles; not a solitary rose-tree was to be seen, and the 
plantation was a wilderness. As we gazed upon the mela11choly 
scene, the clouds gathered over our heads: an was silent and 
mournful. The vast and gloomy gJen before tiS, in the year 
1798, afforded shelter and concealment, for a short time, to a 
body of 2,5,000 rebels under the command of Dwyer" and 
Hoult. The ruins which we saw marked the residence of a 
family, which, having excited the vengeance of those miserable 
and deluded beings, were obliged to fly for their liYes. 

N ear this melancholy monument of insurrectional fury a 
barrack has been erected, for thepurPGse of preventing this 
place from again affording protection to rebels. Passing the 
barrack,' which is stuccoed white, and is wholly.out of unison 
with the dusky scenery in which it is placed, the dark and lofty 
round tower of Glendaloch, which means the valley of the two 
lakes, just appearfld rising from a plain; whilst behind were 
stupendous mountains, haJf-covered,with mist and cloud. This 
awful"spot was formerly an episcopal see, and a well-inhabited 
city, ,till about 1214,. when it was annexed to the diocese of 
Dublin. Upon its religious edifices falling into decay, it became 
a place of refuge to outlaws and robbers; and it, was not until 
147£, that a peaceable and perfect surrender was made of it to 
the ArchlJishop of Dublin by friar Dennis White~ who had long 
nsu~ped that see in opposition to the regal authority. Since that' 
penod Glendaloch has become a dreary desert. ' 

Stupendous mountains enclose this place on all sides, except 
to the east. On the south are the mountains of LuO'duif and 
Derrybawn, divided only by a small cataract: on the o~her side 
of a giooOlr dark lake, and opposite to Lugduff, is Kemyderry ; 
between whIch and Broccagh, on the north side is a road leadiuO" 
from Hollywood to Wicklow. A cascade ~alled Glaneola~ 
brook descends fmmi,.. hill at the west end of the upper lake. 
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This brook, Glendasan:..river, St. I Kevin's-keeve, and other 
cat~ra~ts, form a junction in the valley, called Avonmore, 
whIch IS frequently swelled by torrents. The two lakes in the 
vale are divided from each other by a rich meadow; the rest of 
the soil is nearly steril. Here and there are some scanty 

, crops of rye and oats .. The names Darrybawn, Kemyderry, 
and Kyle, denote that great forests of oaks, and other timoor,. 
clothed the mountains. There is a group of thorns, of a 
great size, between the cathed~al and upper lake, which St. 
Kevin is said to have .planted. It is supposed, from lNhat can 
now ,be discovered of the an~ient city of Glendaloch, by its 
walls above:, and foundations below, i the surface of. the earth, 
it probably extended from the Refeart-church to the 'Ivy-church, 
'on both sides of the river. The only street now remaining i~ 
the road leading from the market-place into the county of Kil­
dare: it is in good preserv~tion, being paved with stones placeq 
edgeways, and ten feet in breadth. -

ST. KEVIN'S-KEEVE. 

A small stream, called St. Kevin's-keeve, runs on the north 
side of the Seven Churches to Arklow, 2uid, in its courses, 
falls into Glendaloch. In t·his stream weal and sickly children 
are dipped every Sunday and Thltrsday before snn-rise, and on 
St. Kevin's- day, on the 3d of June. The taU brown Round 
Tower, the ivied churches which occupy a level in the vaU,cy, 
the distant sound of cataracts, the stupendous mountains midway 
magnified by mist, a few miserabl~ cabius crouching at their base, 
the deep shade npon the valley, are aU well calculated to inspire 
the imagination with...religious dread and horror. " 

Speaking of the tower, Mr; Carr observes, thi~ tower is very 
, perfect, and has a very llovel and a, very noble appearan!!e. I 

climbed up to the door, which was about eight feet high, th~ 
stone steps of which lay in a pile below, and found the tower com­
p1etely hollow to the top within •. I remarked several apertures, 
in which I should Sllppose, the beams, which once. supported 
the stairs or ladders, were fastened. The whole fabric appeared 
to have the firmness and durability of rock. 

Of these roudn towers there are fifty in Ireland; but of their 
particular use the learned have very much differed. Some 
consider them as anchorite pillars; and that one of the monks, 
to increase the pious reputation of his brethren, used always to 
watch and pray in them; so that the tower acted like a sort of 
upright tube, or speaking-trumpet, to enable the devotee to hold 
more perfect conversation with the Dei~y: ?thers. asse;t,t1mt· 
it was a place of penance, or a p,urgatonalpllJar, 1Il wluch. the 
penitent wa); raised according to his crime; others, that iUva5 

F £ 
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a belfry, being called in ~r~sh cloghal~d, w.hich imp0rts a ~teepl(') 
with a bell. As the op1l1JOns of antIquarians are so varIOUS, a 
plain-minded traveller is more at liberty to exercise his own 
judgment. All these towers are very near churches, and have 
been or are covered at'the top; below which a little way there 
are narrow oblopg holes, wrlich evidently must have been con­
structed for the emission of sound: the top of these towers 
is capacious enough to admi1 of a bell of the sizE and shape in 
fashion in a distant era. The apertures very visible in the tower 
at Glendaloch, might have supported the principal props of a 
wooden staircase. 

At Al'dfert, near Tralle-bay, in the curch-yard of the ca­
thedral there~ a round tower formerly stood, which although 
apparently very firm, fell down some years since; and what 
is very remarkable, all the stones fell inside, and formed a pile 
on the site of the, tower. 

To this hour, concludes Mr. Carr, in such high sanctity is 
this place held, that every year, on the 3d of J utle, great 
number~ of persons flock to the Seven Churches to celebrate the 
festival of Saint Kevin. 

SUPERSTITIOUS VENERATION. 

The veneration entertained hy the peasantry, not only here but 
in every part of Ireland, for the ruins of castles, monasteries, 
and chapels, is so great, that scarcely any inducement can satisfy 
the conscience of an Irish labourer to mutilate their remains, 
even where they are neither useful nor ornamental. This amiable 
weakness has heen singularly l)fotective to the remains of antiquity 
in IreJand,' where, from this reason, there are more of these 
'venerable ruins than perhaps in any other country of the same 
extent in Europe. In the county of Tipperary alone, there are 
more than two hundred ruillS in fine preservation. 

Mr. Carr here introduces a copious extract from Dr. 1£0-
wick's remarks on the antiquities uf Ireland, but which in our 
analysis we shall pass ove'r: it relates to the religious prejudices 
of the inhabitants towards their ancient edifices. ' 
. On arriving at Lugllla, the shooting hox of P. Latouche, 
~sq.~r. Carr makes the following observations on the social 
diSpOSitIOn of peasants. , 

In di~erent partH of this topr, we foundthe peasants very civil 
and SOCial. If they saw me making a.sketch, with an intelligent 
look, and a smile. on their countenance, which prevented their 
approach from bemg thought either vulgar or impertinent, they 
would. gently move round me, and examine my drawing; at 
other times they would ask what a clock it was for the blended ..... " 

gratIficatIOn of saymg something and seeing a watch; and ill the 
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road I have seen many a little urchin, who was carrying a parcel 
Qf letter as a gassoon, keeping up with the chaise for a considerable 
distance, without eyer presuming to get b~hind, solely for the 
sake of being in society. These little fellows' will· frequently 
'carry letters to a dist<tnce of forty or fifty Iniles, for 8carcely any 
other remuneration than a hearty supper and a bad to sleep upon. 
We returned -to N ewry~bridge, and set off the next morning for 
:Belle-V lie, another seat of Peter LatOllche, Esq. The house 
is a ,hil\ldsome modern~built mansion; and the grounds, 'which 
are elevated, command, a' 'fine view of the sea, and are laid out 
wi.th infinite taste. This noble demesne contains above three 
hundred acres of improved ,ground, which about thirty or forty 
years back was a barren waste, except about ten acres, on wllicb, 
a cabin ~to.od:; and half a dozen trees gre,,,,. 

HUMANE INSTITUTION • 

. The first object worthy of being seen here, is an institution 
which does equal honour to the head and' heart of Mrs. P. 
Latouche, a lady who, in a couutryremarkable for its benevolence, 
has distinguished herself for the extent and variety of her 
·goodness. A fresh little girl neatly dressed conducted us 
through a winding walk to an extensive house and offict)s, built 
lIpon the estate, in which eight-and-twenty girls, the ,daughters 
of the neighbouring peasa1)ts, are clothed .• boarded, and educated 
at the expence of this lady. The education of the girls is 
coMined to useful objects, under the directi~:m of a gov~l11ess, 
and they alternately attend to all the domestic economy, and ar­
rangements of the hOllse. Sinoe the commencement of the school, 
several'of the girls; having conClpleted their education, have heen , 
comfortably married: three of them I Jearn have been settled 
in lodges upon the demesne, olle of them in a shop established 
for the benefit of the neighbouring poor, in which every article 
of clothing, filel, &c. bought at the best wholesale price, is 
sold to the po'or at a very trifling advance, just sufficient to afford 
a little. allo\vance to the young shopkeeper . 

. ; 
GROUNDS AND STRUCTURES AT BELLE-VUE. 

I belie"e in England and Ireland the green and llOt-houses of 
Belle-Vue are unrivalled. This palace of glass, which 10018'<\8 
if it had been raised by Aladdin's lamp, is six hundred and,fifty 
feet in length, and includes an orange, a peach, a cherry-hoI.1He. 
and vilJerv, and is filled with the most precious and beautiful 
plants from the sultry regions of Asia, Africa, and America, 
which, tastefuiy arranged and in the highest preservation, ban­
quet the eye with their bealltiful colours, and.fill the air with 
the most voluptuous perfume. 
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As I was roving through this delicious spot, some steps led 
me into the chapeJ : the. urea of this room is twenty feet square, 
exclusive of the circular recesses, which are on each side raised 
by two or three steps, festooned with Egyptian drapery, in one 
of which th~ reading~desk is placed, and in the two others the 
seats for the family: the area is filled with accommodations for the 
t:hildren of the school I mentioned, and the servants of the 
family; the height of the chapel to the top of the dome is twenty­
!3ix feet: the seat~ are covered with scarlet cloth, the decorations 
are in the highest style of appropriate elegance, and the entrance 
opens into the conservatory. 

In this room, under the roof of which there is a large ce­
ratunia siliqua edulis, or locust-tree, of the class polygamia 
lind' order triorecia; it is a native of Sicily and the coasts of 
the Mediterranean, and covers sixty-four feet of the ,rail, 
There is also another locust-tree, a native of Jamaica, called 
the hymenaca combaril, of the class and order decandt'ia mono­

'gynia; and a vast il1lmher of plants 110t long arrived from New 
Soutb Wales. No expence is spared to make theeollection as 
"Valiuahle as possible. Upon the continent I IJave seen several 
princely' conservatories, hut none any where so extensive or so 
well filled as this ~urprising range of glasH-work. If it be sur­
Jlasse~, it is only by the celebrated winter-garden in Prince Po­
temkin's palace at Petersburgh, and by that only ill its prodigious 
magnitude. 

A serpentine asceridingwalk conducted tiS to a Turkish ,t€nt~ 
from which there is a magnificent prospect, and thence to a 
banqlleting-roolll, ""hich impends over the summit of a high 
mOllntai\l, from \yhich there is a fine view of the Glen of the 
Downs,· it great pass between two lmlg J'allges of mountains 
covered with wood; and below, the vale narrows into a passage 
just capable of admitting a Toad, and a stream which rum along 
the side of it. This view is monotonolls, and wants relief; it 
is more grand than beautiful. From the mountains 'we descended 
into the road where our chaise was waiting, and found on one 
side, at the bottolil, a most romantic cottage a la Suisse, 
designed and furnished with great appropriate taste by Mrs. 
Latouche. A little rustic bridge of pine branches is thrown 
over a clear stream, whieh at this place has a gurgling des'cent; 
a colonnade of the trunks of trees marks that part of the dwelling 
in which the c'ottager lives; a walk round a casement diamond­
cut window conducts to a-delightful room, fitted up, in a style 
of rural simplicity, \vith every accommodation for the I:njoyri1etl1; 
of a few retired hours in the sultry heat of summer; and a 
mountain arises imm~diately behind, overhanging it with trees. 
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DRY L@DGINGS. 

Upon some of the cabins in ollr road to Dublin, says Mr •. 
Carr, I read upon a board fixed over~he door, " Dry lodgings," 
which inscription I was informed doe,s not mean that the beds to 
be let there are free from damp, but that lodgings only, and-no. 
spirituous liquors, are to be had. They were a sort of ditch 
HU:l'llmums. Il1Some of the cab.ins where milk is sold, a white 
rag, fixed tlpon a pole, tigtuatively announces that milk may he 
purchased within. We returned to the capital in time for dinner~ 
much delighted with our Wicklow excursion. In the course of 
this tour, and afterwards, I made several enqttiries whether it 
were true that Ireland is not infested with venomous anima-is,: 
and in what particulars it differed from other countries in i.ts 
animate and inanimate character; and was informed, by autho-, 
l:ities which I could not dOllbt, that Ireland has neither snakes, 
toads, vultures; moles, or mole-crickets; and it is gravely 
a~serted that there were no frogs till Ring William the Third 
landed. In Ireland there is no chalk. The moisture of -the 
climate is said to b6> fatal to veuomous animals. 

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Sir William Petty took grea.t paim, and was the fir~t to· 
ascertain the fact of the agitation of the air in Ireland being 
greater than it is in England. He says, " That the rain which 
f0Uin Dublin in October 1663, compared with that which fell 
in Lemdohl, was as twenty to nineteen; but that i·he wiudiness of 
the same month at Dublin was twenty, and at London only 
severateen." Humid as the climate of lreland is, agues and 
dropsies are 110t very common; and Ol~e of the first physicians 
in Ireland informed me, that he knew of no disease which could 
be considered pecu.J.iar to Ireland. According to SJnith~s I-fis­
tory ()f ,Cork, the quantity of rain which falls in that city is, 
1lLPon an average, twice as much as the quantity that falls in Lou ... 
don; and Mr. Young states, that he kept a diary of -the wea­
ther from the 20th 0f J line to the !2Oth of October, aad O~lt 
of 1!22 days there were 75 of rain, and many of them were' 
very heavy. And he adds, that he had exami!1ed similar registers 
in England, and cOlilld find no year in which such a moisture 
occurred; and that according to·the information that he received, 
the wet season generally set in about the 1st of July, and 'con­
tinued till September 01' October, when .there was usually a 
«ry,/ fine.season for a month or six weeks. Doctor Rt~tty, after 
l"emarkillg in his Meteorological Observations,. thatthe south-west 
wind was the most violent that prevailed jn Ireland, observes; 
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: that from a register of the weatheJ:: for forty-throe years, he 
fonnd the fair days in Ireland were not a third. of the year; whilst 
in England the dry days are nearly t\\70 to one.. . " . , 

During my stay in Ireland, I found part of the summer and' 
the autumn without much rain, and the winter was very mil'd; 
This moisture of climate i~ attributed to the exposure of Ireland 
to the' Atlantic Ocean, in w'hich state it operates as a screen to 
Englanp; and to this almost constant moisture may be attributed 
the vivid verdure of the fields and meadows of rr€land. The low 
Irish are, from habit, much attached to this .sort of climate, 
and are as thankful for a shower of rain as if they were am­
phibious. I should t~ink the general cliinate of Ireland to be 
nearly similar to that of Devonshire, perhaps more genial. In 
the county of Wicklow there are many fine myrtles remaining in 
the open air, all the year round. In Devonshire I have seen 
much finer; but that must be owing to a greater degree of at­
tention being paid to them. 

FRUIT, ROA DS, &'c. 
The climate of Ireland is so. salubrious, that we find, by 

history, those plagues which so much devastated England', but 
rarely r~ached Ireland. The leaves seldom fall till November. 
From thealm05t constant motion of its atmostphere, and the 
balmy softness of it, 'Ireland has been, for ages past, called " 
the Land of Zephyrs." It was also termed, on account of the 
beauty of its verdure; (C the Green Island of the \;Yest,'.' and 
" the Emerald Isle." The inferiority of the flavour of fruit ill 
Ireland may be attributed to the moisture of its climate: peaches 
which grow in the open air seJdomcome to perfection: but the 
south produces excellent apples, and the Irish gooseberry is 
remarkably fine. 

In the course of this tour, I was much surprised, as I have 
mentioned, to find the Irish so far before us in the beauty and 
durability of their toads, which are surpassed only by those of 
~\Veden. I do not speak of their ,turnpike-roads; for I afterwards, 
III the north, found them to be, few as they are, miserably bad. 

One great calise of the roads in Ireland enduring so long when 
once constructed, is owing to there being no ponderous waggons, 
or other heavy carriages, to cut them into ruts, except the few 
mails and stage-coaches, "hich are scantily established in different 
parts of the country. The cars, which are alone used for 'the 
~onveyance of articles, are too light, and their wheels too broad 
111 proportion, to do any injury. A common car generally weighs 
a~out ?l c~t. 2 qrs. and 4 lbs., and a common English waggoll,. 
wIth Dlne-ll1cQ wheels, from 55 cwt. to three tons. Thi usual 
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~od~ of makUlg a road in Ireland is, by throwing up a founda­
tIOn. of earth in the middle, from the outsides, by placing a layer 
of 11ln~-stone on this, broken to about the size of an egg, by 
scatte~1l1g earth over the stones to make them bind, mid by 
throWlUg over the whole a coat of gravel when it can be haJi. 

Speaking of the church-yards in lrelaml, Mr. Carr makes a 
comparison very unfavourable to those of our own <:0untry. -'Ha 
says, that there are in the sister island scarcely any of those pious 
puns, ridiculous elegies,· and solemn' conundrums with which 
the asyla of the dead are here disgraced. 

frelaud is not only our superior ill ro~ds, but eminently iq 
that decorum and good sense which prevent the asylum of the 

- dead from becoming the ordinary 10ul1ging-plac-e of the halting 
traveller, who, in England, well knows that almost every church­
yard will furnish him, whilst his fowl is killing and toasting for 

. his dinner, with an abundant and right merry feast of pious puns 
ridiculous elegies, and 8,0lemn conundrums. 

LITERARY PASSION OF THE IRISH. 

A stranger of any observation, says Mr. Carr, cannot remain 
many days in Dublin, without noticing the uncommon thirst fOI" 
literahlfe which prevails in that city, as well as in the country at 
large. No country of its size, since the times of the Grecian . 

. states, ever produced more brilliant geniuse", and profoundly 
learned men than Ireland: many of whom have beeJil transplanted 
to England, and having -there again taken foot, and added .to the 
strength and beauty of the land, have been regarded by common 
fame, as the rich production of its native growth. All example 
so brilliant has had its effect upon every humble member of the 
community of letters. Everyone in Ireland wishes to be thought 
entitled to a seat in the circle of the beaux esprits; and vel Y 
small is the number of those, in the res:pectable class of life, 
who have not been the happy authors of a sprightly pamphiet, 
a facetious song, or pointed epigram, so as to be noticed for 
their literary success as they pass along the streets. J udge8, 
bishops, barristers, bankers, army-agents, clerks in 6ffice, aU . 
are writers, and have contributed, by solid information or playful 
pleasantry, to the auo-mentation of learning, vf of adding a few 
white days to the c~lendar. In compositions of sprightliness 
and fancy, the Irish much resemble the French. I A literary 
subject is supreme and paramount to all business, which I have 
several times, in different societies in Dublin, seen sllstain a 
temporary pause, ulltil the merits of a song, the most favourite 
and successful of the minor literary 'productions of Dublin, have 
heen canvassed and appreciated. ". 

ConsideJ-il1g how st'·ong this literary ,disposition is) a stran~er 
CARRJ G 
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cannot belp expressirig his surprise, to find SUcl1 a paucity of 
literary societies, and of periodical literary publicati~ns. In 
Dublin there are only twd of the former; the Royal Insh Aca­
demy, which has declilled since the death of that polished orna­
ment'of his country, Lord Charlemont, and the Historical So­
ciety in 'trinity College. .. 

The ~aily newspapers in Dublin are, Freeman's Journal, Hi­
bernian Journal, and SaUllders's News-Letter. The evening 
papers are, the Dublin Evening Post and the Evening Herald, 
both of which, with Faulkner's Journal and the Telegraph, are 
published three times in the week. When I was at Dublin there 
was no Sunday paper; if such a print were well conducted, I 
should think it would answer. . 

Mr. Carl' here introduces the following justification of the 
Irish for their hospitality, in opposition to the English preju­
dices. This generous spirit,. so pregnant with every social virtue, 
is proverbially Irish, and has been so often commented. UpOll~ 
that, if my feelings would permit, I should have been content 
with the pleasure of thinking of it, without making a comme9t 
upon a subject which has been so frequently the object of merited 
eulogium. When I landed in Ireland, too many of those pre­
judices, which the fallacious delineations of malignant or stupid 
tourists had excited, clung about me. I had not inhaled the ail" 
of that country long before they dropped off, and no doubt re­
tired with those venomous animals which have been 1110st hap­
pilyexpatriated by the good apostle. of Ireland, St. Patrick: 
but neither that tutelar saint, nor the soft moisture of the cli­
mate, had any share in their removal; they fled before the 

. genuine character of the people. A stranger will always find it 
more easy to get in, than to get out of the house 0f an Irish­
man. Before the .middling classes of society became refined, 
the spirit of hospitality was the same; hut, like a good melon, 
it appeared under a rough covering: hence it was usual to force 
the bottle, and nail up the door, with barbarous conviviality. I 
cannot help expressing my regret that English prejudices have 
been sometimes strengthened even by the representations of Iri~h­
me~, arising from chagriR, or some worse motive. There is a 
saymg amongst them, that" Put one Irishman on the spit and 
another will turn it." . 

IRISH ECONOMY. 
The tables of the Irish do Bot differ from ours: the same 

abundance, style of co~kery, order, and elegance, prevail. I 
once saw a. gentleman .dl5play an appearance of economy at his 
table, . but It was of Irish growth; he pressed his champagne to 
save illS clat'et. The Irish pride themselves on the superiority 
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of their potatoes, and having introduced them to a great part of. 
Europe; they tj1ink that a potatoe grown out of Ireland par-, 
takes of the sickly growth of an exotic, and cannot be good. 

IRISH POULTRY. 
The· poultry in Ireland is consider~d superior to ours; their, 

fowls, I think, are as delicate and high-flavoured as those of 
Normandy. The dinner-hour is generally six o'clock. An ele-, 
gaut Irish lady will smile to hear how her ancestors lived. "The 
Irish," says Dr. Ledwich, "had two meals a day; one in winter 
before day; the other, and princi,pal, late in the evening." Sta­
llihurst, must allude to the richer and m<;lre civilized, when he ' 
tell!> us they reclined on beds. For Sir John Harrington, writing 
in 1599, has these words: « Other pleasant and idle tales were 
needless and impertinent, or to describe' O'Neale's fern-tables 
and fern-forrns ~pread under' the stately canopy of heaven. 
Their candles were peeled rushes, enveloped in butter or grease, 
as in other countries they were placed in lamps of oil. They 
were, insatiately fond of swine's flesh, and so abpndant was it, 
that Cambrensis declares he never saw the same in any other 
.country; he notices particularly wild boars. These the northerns 
esteemed the highest luxury, nor can-we wonder at their attract­
ing them to this i~le. A guest of O'Neale asked one of his 
guards, whether veal was not more delicate than pork?·' That,' 
answered the other, ' is as if you asked me, was you more ho~ 
nourable than 0' Neale?' As they did not much broil or roast their, 
meat, it was full of crude juices, and produced the leprosy; ,a 
disease very common here formerly, for Munster had many lep.e\'­
houses: the same has been observed of the p.eople with whom 
pork vilas in daily lise. They were taught that the bad efTects of 
this."alld every other aliment, were effectually corrected by aqua 
vit.ce." Chacun (t son gala. If the ancient Iris.h, says Mr. Carr, 
were fond of pork half-raw, the fashionable wor.1d, in the gay and 
polished age of Charles II, in England, vied with each other in 
having a dish of Spanish puppies at their tables. 

Mr. Carr' takes great interest in refuting every insinuation of 
former writers, to the prejudice of the Irish. Heaccordingly 
contradicts the assertion that the ancient hish were uncleanly in 
their persons, and asserts, that they were so remarkabJy.cleanly, 
as never to rest themselves after fatig~e, Or ~it down to a mealJ 

till they lmd performed ablutions. 

'J ' IRISH BREAKFAST, 

An Irish breakfast is aJways a very bountiful one, and can. 
tflij'ls, exclusive Df cold meats, most excellent eggs and honey: 
at the house of a p&rticular friend 1 lllet wllh the Ullcij'l.ltJavol:Il'ite 

G 5~ , 



'fHE STRANG'ER IN IRELAND; 

aliment in 'Ireland called stirabout, a sort of hasty-pudding made 
of oat-meal. 

CHARACTER OF THE IRISH LADIES. 

, The ladies of Ireland possess a peculiarly pleasipg franlmess 
()f manners, and a vivacity in conversation, whic~ reQder highly 
interesting all they do and all they say. In 't}lis open sweetness 
of d,eportment, the libertine finds no encouragement; for, their 
modesty must be the subject of remark and eulogy with every 
stranger., Ihave been speaking of the respectable clas.s of fe-

"male society, but the ~all1e virtue is to be found in the wretched 
mud cabin. The instances of connubial defection are fewer in 
Ireland, for its size, than any other country of equal civilization. 
The appeal of the il~ured husband to the tribunal of the laws is 
rare. A distinguished advocate at the Irish bar assured me, that 
for the last six years there have not been more than five actions 
of Grim. con. and not so many for the preceding twenty years. 
Two of those actions were between persons of "ery unequal 
situations of life in point of fortune, and Were by the bar sup­
posed to have originated in collusioll for the hope of gain. The' 
modesty of the Irish ladies is the effect of principle, and not of 
any coldness in the organization of nature: in no' country are the 
women more fruitfi:ll. The husband only feels the tender regrets 
of love" when business tears him from his home: he rarely blOWS 

the pang of him, 

" W'ho doats yet doubts, suspects yet fortdly loves." 

The instances of ladies" living and dying in single blessedness" 
are rare in Ireland. I saw only two old maids, and they were 
too amiable and pleasant not to convince me that their" situation 
was their choice. The upper classes of Irish women are very 

, handsome, and finely formed; but the lower Irish country\vomen 
are so disfigured by the smoke of their cabins, and their feet are 
so enlarged by being exposed without either shoes 61' stockings, 
that I think the!fi inferior in complexion and form to the female 
peasantry of England. The commonest women in Duhlin are, 
1lOwever, in general remarkable for the delicacy of their hands 
and arms, and the whiteness of the hosom. They are also in 
general powerfully made, and able to protect themselves. In 
Dublin 1 sa" a combat between an Eno"lish footman and an Irish 
fishwol1lan, 'which was well maintained for some time, until at 
length the footman get most soundly thrashed, alllt was obliged 

, to yield: the fair Mendoza received many severe blows but the 
b,Yst.anders never il~terfered" so ~~>l1yinced 'were they of :he supe­
nonty of her st.al11ll1a, and pugIlIstrc powers. 
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The ladies of Ireland are ge~erally elegant, and frequently 
highly educated; there are very few who .do not speak French 
fluently, and many speak it w:ith the purity' of its native acceu-. 
tuation. They also "frequently add Italian to their accomplish .... 
ments, and it is no unmual .circumstance to hear a young lady 
enter, with a critical knowledge, into the merits of the most 
celebrated authors, with a diffidence which shews that she is 
moved by a th,irst for knowledge, and not by vanity. Theyare 
more highly accomplished in instrumental than in vocal music: a 
grea~er musical treat can scarcely be enjoyed than to hear some 
of them perform their own Irish airs, which are singularly sweet, 
simple, and affecting. Those who have been present at it ball in 
Ireland, can best attest the spirit, good-humour, grace, and 
elegance, ,vhich ptevail in it: in this accomplishment. they may 
rank next to the animated inhabitants of Paris. The balls in 
Dublin are very frequent, owing to there being such a poverty 
of puhlic amusement, and this circumstance has also an evident 
tendency to enlarge and strengthen the social circle. Many of 
the ladies have a little of: that peculiarity of pronunciation whioh 
is coarsely caLled the brogue, bl)t it is a very small porti0Fl of it, 
and is far. from being unpleasant, as long as a stningeiis suscep:. 
tible of it,which is but for a very short time. Itisbllt natural 
to suppose that the pronuncia,tion of an English lady must ·be as 
perceptible to an Irish lady who had always been confined to 
her own country, as tbat of the latter is to the former. ' 

IRISH GENTLEMEN. 

I know not how to make my t:€ad;el' better acquainted with the 
Irish gentry"than by the following description which Grattan has 
given of them-; " I think," ·said he," I know my country; I 
think·I have a right to know her. She has her weakt)es,ses:; were 
she perfeet one' would admIre her more, but love her, less.. . The 
gentlemen of Ireland act on sudden irnpul5e; but thai impulse 
is tlte result of a wuhn heart, a strong head; and great per .. 
sonal determinatior~. Theer1'OfS incident to such a principle of 
action, must be· their errors, but then the virtues belonging. to 
that principle Illust be their virtues also; such eHors may give 
a pretence to their enemies,. but Sl:lch yirtues afford salvation to 
their country." . 

ANECDOTES OF DUELLING. 

The practice of du'eiling, which has effected more IllJUl'Y to 
the Irish character than any other calise, is subsiding; but truth 
caUs upon me to say, that it still has too wide l!- latitude of action. 
I do not defend duelling, but there are circumstances which call 
for an appeal beyond the law, and will be satisfied: and the re .. 
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ven"'e of a bruiser is that of a blackguard. The cause which 
pr~oke~ a duel. ought to be of an imperious natur~, and the' 
remedy would then be more rarely sought. ' 

At a bookseller's in Nassau-street 1 purchased a pamphlet, of 
. which the seller said he had sold mnny copies, entitled " Advice 
to Seconds," containing general rules and instructions for all se-

. conds in duels. lone day breakfasted with a gentleman; a shirt 
was airing at the fire, and I observed, that it was patched at the 
bo~tom in two places. I was of course a little surprised at such­
a discovery in any part of the dress of a man of rank and fortune: 
.he saw what had attracted my eye, and laughingly told me that 
he had been shot through the body in a duel in that very l<hirt, and 
that it was its turn that day to be worn: the wound, I found, 
had nearly proved fatal, but did hono~lr to the patriotic spirit of 
the owner of the shirt. Formerly this appeal to bullets or cold 
iron was horribly and ridiculously frequent in Ireland. An Irish 
gentleman informed me, that some years since an acquaintance 
of his, just arrived in Ireland from England, put up at an inn, 
and hearing a lIoise in the next room like somebody pricking the 
wainscot with a sword, called up the waiter, and demanded of 
llim the cause of his being so disturbed: "'Oh! and plaze your 
honour," said the fellow, "its only' Lord C-- pushing a little, 
because he expects to fight with some of his friends whom lIe 
has asked to dine with h~m here to-day." It was not from a san­
guinary disposition, but solely from the chivalro.us desue of pre­
serving the far-famed bravery of his country from the stain of a 
doubt, that often induced an Irishman to mingle in a fray whef(~ 
be coitld have no interest or provocation. 

CHARACTER OF THE LOW IRISH. 

In this class of society, a strallgerwill see a perfect picture of 
nature. Pat stands before him, thanks to those who ought long 
since to have cherished and instructed him, as it were " in mud­
der's (mother's) nakedness." HIs wit and warmth of heart are 
hi's own, his errors and their consequences will not be registered 
against !tim. I speak of hini in a quiescent state, and not when 
suffering and ignorance led him into scenes of tumult, which in­
flamed his mind and blood to deeds that are foreign to his nature. 

The l?wer Irish are remarkahle for their ingenuilJy and docility, 
ami a qUIck conception; in these properties they are equalled only 
by the ~ussians. It is curious to see with what scanty materials 
they WIll work; they build their own cabins" and make bridles, 
stirmps-,. cruppers, and ropes for every rustic purpose, of' hay; 
and ,Bntlsh adjutants nllow that.an Irish recruit is sooner made a 
soldIel' of than an English one. 
~ That the hish are not naturally la~, is evident froUl the quau ... 
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tityof laborious work which they will perform, when they have­
much to do, which is not frequently the case in their own coun­
try, pud are adequately paid for it, so as to enable them to get 
proper food to support severe toil. Upon this principle, in , 
England, an Irish labourer is always preferred. it has been 
asserted by Dr. Campbdl, who wrote in 1777, that the Irish 
recruits were in general short, owing to the poverty of their 
food: if this assertion were cOlTect, ,and few tourists appear to 
have been more accurate, they are much altered since that gen­
tleman wrote; for most of the Irish militia regiments which I 
saw exhibited veryfine.,.lookillg men, frequently ex.ceeding the 
ordulary stature. ' , 

I RISH VOLUNTEERs. 
If I was gratified by contemplating the militia of Ireland, I 

could not fail of deriving the greatest satisfaction from seeing 
those distinguished heroes, the Volunteers of Ireland: this army 
of patriots, composed of catholics as well as protestants, amount 
to about 80,000 men. ·When their country was in danger, they: 
left. their families, their homes, and their occupations, and placed 
themselves in martial array against the invader and the disturber 
of h.er repose: they Jought, bled, and conquered; and their 
names will be enrolled in the grateful page of histmy, as the 
saviours of their native land. 

What they have done, their brethren in arms on this side of 
the· water are prepared and anxiolls to _ perform; and whel1ever 
the opportunity occurs, will cover theinselves with equal J~lory. 

The handsomest peasants in Ireland are the natives .of Kilkenny 
imd the neighbourhood, and the most wretched and squalid near 
Cork and ·Waterford, and in Munster and Connaught. In the 
county of Roscommon th~ male and female peasantry and horses 
are handsome; the former are fair and tall, and possess great 
flexibility of muscle: the men are the best leapers in Ireland. 
The finest hunters and most expert huntsmen are to be found ill 
the fine sporting county of Fermanagh. In the county of .Meath 
the peasants are very heavily limbed. In the county of Kerry, 
and along the western shore, the peasants very much resemble· 
the Spaniar,ds in expression of coul1tenal1ce~ and colour of hair, 

~IONEST'( OF THE LOW IRISH. 
The lower order~ win occasionally lie, aild. so will the lower 

oi'ders of any other country, unle&s they are instructed better; and 
so should we all, had we not been corrected in our childhood 
for doill,," it. It has been asserted,that the low Irish are ad~ o . 
dieted to pilfering; I mpt with no instance of it personally~ An 
intelligent friend of mine, one of th411argest linen-manufacturers . ,. 
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in th~ north of Ireland, in whose house there is sddom less thaD 
twelve or fifteen hundred pOimds"in cash, surrounded with two' 
or three hundred poor peasants, . retires at night to his bed with­
out bolting a door, or fasteni~g a window. During I,aoy Cath .. 
«:art's imprisonment in her own house in Ireland, for twenty years, 
by the Qrders of her husband, (an affair which made a great noise 
some years since,) her Ladyship wished..to remove some remark­
ably fine and valuable diamonds; which she had concealed from 
her husband, out of the house, but having no friend or servant 
whom she could trust, she spoke to a miserable beggar-woman 
who usea to come to the house, from the window of the room 
in which she was confined. The woman promised to take care 
of the jewels, and Lady Cathcart accor~ingly threw the parcel 
~ontaining them to her out of the window: the poor mendicant 
conveyed th€m to the person to whom they were addressed; and 
when Lady Cathcart recovered her liberty some years afterwards, 
her diamonds were safely restored to her. I was well informed, 
that a disposition to inebriation amongst the peasantry had rather 
subsided, and. had principally confined itself to Dublin. 

IRISH SCHOOL. 

The instruction of the common peaple is in the lowest state 
of degradation. In the summer a wretched uncharactered itine­
rant derives a scanty and precarious existence by wandering from 
parish to parish, and opening a school in some ditch covered 
with heath and furze, to which theinhabitants send their children 
to beinstructed by the miserable being, who is nearly as ignorant 
as themselves; and in the winter these pedagogue pedlars go from 
door to door offering their services, and pick tip just sufficient to 
prevent themselves from perishing by famine. What proportion 
of morals and learning can flow from such a source into the mind, 
of the ragged young pupil, can easily be imagined, but cannot 

. be reflected upon without serious concern. A gentleman of un­
doubted veracity stated, not long since, before the Dublin As­
sociation for distributing Bibles and Testaments amongst the 
-Poor, that wh61e parishes were without a Bible. 

Their native urbanity to each other is very pleasing; I haye 
frequently seen two hoors take off their hats and salute each other 
with great civility. The expressions of these fellows upon meet­
ing one another,are full of cordiality. One of them in Dublin 
met ~ boy after his own heart, who, in the sincerity of his soul, 
exclaImed, " Paddy! myselfs glad to see you, for in troth I wish 
you well." "By my shoul, I knows it well," said the otlier, 
". but you have liut,the half of it;" that is~ the pleasure is di­
VIded. If you ask a common fellow in the streets of Dublin 
which is the way to a place, he will take off his· hat, and if he 



bit, TRAVELcS IN THAT COUNTRY' IN 1805. 5.7 

'does not know it, he will take care not to tell you 80 (for llothing 
is more painful to an Irishman than to be thought igno~ant); he 
will either direct you by an appeal to his irnagination, which is 
ever ready, or he will say, « I shall find it out for your honour 

. ilnr.llediate~y;" and a,way' he flies il'lto some shop for information, 
whIch he IS happy to be the bearer of, without any hope of re­
'('I'ard . 
. Their hospitality, when theil: circumstances are not too wretch..; 
ed to displaY'it, is remarkably great. The neighbour.' or ·th~. 
stranger, finds every man's door open, and to walk in without 
ceremony at meal-time, and to partake.of his bowl of pot~toes,. 
is always sure to give pleasure to e-very one of the house, aud 
the pig is turrted out to make room for the gentleman. If the 
visitor can relate a lively tale, or play upon any illstrumellt, all 
the family is iu smiles, and the young will begin ,a merry dance" 
whilst the old will smoke after one another out. of the same pipe, 
and entertain each other with stories. A gentleman of an erratic 
turn was pointed out to me, who with his fiLltein his himd, a 
clean pair of stockings and a shirt in hi" pocket,. wandered through' 
the country -evel'y summer: wherever he stopped the face of a, 
Sltranger, made him welcome, and the sight of his instrume~lt 
.doubly' so; the best seat, if they had any, the b.est potatoes and 
new milk, were allotted for his dinner; and clean straw, and 
1I0metimes a pair of sheets, formed his bed; which~ a1though 
frequently not a bed of roses, was always rendered welcome by 
fatigue, and the peculiar bias of his mind. 

IRISH ]\iUSlC. 

The peasantry are uncommonly attached to their ancient me­
lodies, some of which are exquisitely beautiful. In some part:; 
of Ireland the harp is yet jn use; but the Iri~h bagpipe is the 
favourite instrument. The stock of national music bas not been 
much increa~ed of late years. The Irish of aU classes are fond 
of music. . 

A Sunday with the peasantry in Ireland is no~ unlike the. same 
day in F'ral1ce. After the hours of devotion, a spiri~' of gaiety 
shines upon every hour, the bagpipe is .heard, and evel'y foot is 
in motion. The cabin on this day is deserted~ and families, ill 
order to meet together, and enjoy the luxury of a wcial rhit­
,chat, even in rain. and snow, will walk t\:lreeor four milesto'a 
given spot. The same social disposition attaches them to a fes..: 
tive meeting, which owes its origin to the following circumstance: 
In the provinces or MUllster and COl1uaught, and other counties, 
there were several fountairis and wells, which, in the early ages. 
of christianity, were dedicated to some favourite saint, wh()se 
patronage WaS lillpposed to give such sanctity to the waters, . th~t 

~ARllJ. ' • . 
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-the invalids who were iinmersed in them lost. all their maladiegj 
On the anniversary of each saint, numbers flocked rOllnd these 
wells for tne united purpose ,of devotion and amusement; tents 
and boot.hs were pitched in the adjoining fields; erratic musicians, ' 
hawkers, and she'Ymen assembled from the neighbouring towns, 
and priests came to hear confessions: the devotees, after going 

, round the holy wellstcveral times on their bare knees, the lace­
ration of which had a marvellous effect in expiating offences, 
Closed the evenlllg by dancing, and at their departure fastened a 

,small piece ofcldth round the branch of the tree~ O'r busb~s 
growing near these consecrated waters, as a memOrial of theIr 
'ftavi\1g performed their penitential exercises.,. . _ 

In the year 1780, the priests discOll'tillued their 'attendance, 
but the patrons, as these meetillgs were called, still continued 
the same, and to this day attract all the country for ten or twenty 
miles round. At these assemblies many droll things are said, 
many engagelnents of friendship are made, and many heads are 
broken tts the power of whiskey developes itself :bnt revellge 
rises not with the ffiOl'ning. Pat awakes,'finds a hole in his head, 
,vhich nature, without confining the energies of the mind, seems 
to have fonned in contemplation of 'the consequences of these 
festive associations; he 'no longer remembers the hand tbat gave 
~he blow, and vigorous health and a purity of blood \!ery speed-, 
l1y fill up the, fissure. The following stoi~y is an instance ofhu­
mour united to 'considerable shrewdness. An Irishman, on bav­
ing knocked at the door of a very low priest after one of these 
patrons,/ and requested a night's lodging, the priest told him that 
he could not accommodate him, because there were only two, 
beds in the house; .one for himself, and the other for his niece, 
pointing 'to their rooms. Pat begged permission to sit down; 
and, whilst the priest and his ~iece went out for soinethiilg, he 
took the bellows and put it in the young laay's bed, and callinl: 
about five days afterwards, found it there still. 
, A faint trait of Druidicaf superstition still lingers amongst the 
peasantry of Munster, where, if a murder has Deen committed 
in the open air, it isconsiderediudispensable in every Roman 

.. Catholic who passes by to throw a stone on thespot,whicb~ 
from a strict adliesiol1, to this custom, presents a considerable , 
pyramid of stones. In the, counties Of Tipperary and Kerry~ 
~lso, t~ese stony piles are to be foulld, which al'e beautifully all&j 
expresslvdy called dogh-breegh, or stones cif SOITOW. 

FUNERAL HOWL. 
In Ireland tIlt) grim tYl'ant is noticed with eccentl'ic honours. 

, lJpon the death of an Irish man or woman the straw upon which 
tIle deceased reposed is burned before the cahill, door .. and as tlw. 
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flames ~rise the f~mily set up the death howl. At night the body: 
with the fa~e exposed, ~nd the rest covered with a white sheet, 
placed upon some board\i, 01' an unhinged door supported by 
stool!" i~ waked; whel1 all the relatives,. friends .• and neighbours. 
of the deceased assemble together; candle!! and candlesticks bor­
rowed from the neighbourhood are stuc\<: round t~e deceased: 
.;tccordingto the 'circumst<mces of the faplily, 'the company is: 
regaled with whiskey, ale, cake, pipes and tobacco. A spright­
ly tou.rist, whose name does not appear to his book, observe~ 
that, «Walking out one morning rather early" I, heard dreadful 
groans and shrieks in a hO\1.se. ,Attracted by curiosity I entered, 
mid saw in a room about fifty women weep-iog over a poor old, 
man, who died a couple of days before. Foul' of them in par­
ticular made more noise than the rest, tOre their hair, and often 
embraced the deceased. I remarked that in about a quarter of 
au hour they were tired, went into another room, and were re .. 
-placed by four ,others, who continued their shrieks until the 
others were recovered; these, after swallowing a large glass ?f 
whiskey, to enable them to make more noise, resumed then: 
places, and the others went to refresh themselves.'~ 

IRISH IMPRECATIONS, 

Amongst the mortuary peculiarities of the Irish, their love 
for posthumons honours" whlch I have before glal)ced at, is 
worthy,of rell?-ark. An elderly man, whom a much"esteemed; 

,clerical friend of mine attended in the last stage of existence, 
met death with fortitude, but expressed ,his grief that his disso­
I,ution shoul-i take place at a time when the employments of spl'ing 
would prevent his funeral from being numerously attended. This 
is a general natioll~l trait; and a grievous imprecatioQ in the Irish 
language is, « May your ,I;>urial be forsaken:" they have also, 
anQther very figurative 'malediction, " May the .grass grow green 
before youc door." , , 

Some of theic customs are singular and. characteristic. all 

the anniversary of Saint Patrick, the country people assemble in 
their nearest town:; or villages, get very tipsy (but not, bled by 
surgeons as some authors have asseited),~nd walk through the 

, 3~reets with the trifolium prate1'fse, 01', as they call it, shamrock, 
in their hats, when whiskey is drank in copious libations; and 
fmm a spirit of gallantry, these merry devotees continue drunk 
the greater part of the next day, vi?:. the 18,th of March, all il~ 
~ono~r qf Sheelagh, St. Patrick's wife. 

:rOPULAR SUPl'RSTITIONS. 

'rhe common people also believe in fairies. In the last cell'" 
tu~y, every grllat .fawi1y ill ll'e1andhad a b~nshee;, a fairy, in the 

- ~l ~ 
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shape of a little frightful old woman, who used to warble a me­
lancholy ditty under the windows 'of great houses, to warn the 
family that some of them were abollt to die: these agreeable 
supernatural visitors have not been seen for soine time. They 
also believe that the ancient forts and mounts are sacred tQ.. a little 
fairy race, and therefore would not, for any consideration, touch· 
them 'with a spad~ In several parts of Ireland are elf-stones; 
thin triangular flints, with which the peasantry suppose the fairies, 
when angry with them, destroy their cows. When these animals· 
die unexpectedly of a natural disease, they say they are e?Fshot. 
The rustic requires a great deal of encouragement before he can. 
be brought to level an ant-hill, frqrn a belief that it is a fairy 
mount .. 

Although it might hMupposed; from a whole family of dif­
ferent sexes being crowded together in one room, in a' ca'Qin, 
that much indecency, and consequent semmal depravity, must 
occur; yet the contrary, I was informed by an English gentlem,an 
who had long resided in Ireland, and who had made the lower 
Irish the peculiar objects of his attention, was the case. Incest 
is a crime which is attended with peculiar detestation amongst 
the lower orders. 

INSIPE OF A CA:RIN. 
Although most of the peasants have an abominable practice of 

heaping all the filth of their cattle and cabin in a pile before th~ 
front of their dwellings, until the roof in front can only be seen 
above it; yet every degree of decency prevails' within. That in­
stinctive deli_cacy which exists between the sexes, in every thing 
'Which is the :;u~iect of it in higher life, is not banished from the 
poor cabin. The low Irish are much improved in their habits 
of cleanliness. Formerly, a common fellow would not hesitate_ 
sweeping down a flight of stairs with his wig, and wearing it 
afterwards. I have been informed that, to this day, at those 
subterranean tables d'hOtes in the diving cellars of St. Giles'B, 
in London, after dinner, a large Newfoundland dog, or a little 
boy with a wig on his head, walks round the table for the guests 
to wipe their fingers upon, ' 

SlNGULAR Al'In~Cj)OT1l:. 
That the Irish, even in a state of politi~al ebuHitio~), are, ca­

pable of ~enerous actions, the following fact will p~ove: Vuring. 
the rebellion, a Protestant, who was a prisoner in the hands of 
the rebels, was called out to be executed: the executioner order­
ed hil? to turn his back; the prisoner refused, and calmly de­
clared that he was not afraid to face death; and just as the former 
v.-3.S ::tb9ut to fire at him, the latter told him to stop, and reo, 
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quested him'to dispatch him, with dexterity; and p\llling off, his 
hat, coat, alld waistcoat, which were tie IV, threw them to him 
as a present to favour him with a speedy death: The executioner 
was so impressed with his conduct, that he said he must be in­
nocent, and refused to kill him; in consequence of which, an­
other rebel rushed forward to put an end to .his existence, upon 
which the executioner swore, that he would lay breathless at his 
feet the firstman who attempted to hurt one hair of the ]Jrison~ 
~r's head, and conducted him in safety out of the rebel lines. ' 

The common Irish m.arry very young, and hence there are very 
few spurious children ill that country, and infanticide is !icarcely 
ever heard of. ~ 

TRISH PRIDE. 

The native pride of the low irish is ill direct~d by ignorance; 
but the frequent source of many of their better qualities. ,Al­
though there are many beggar~ in Dublin, and in other towns; 
yet, to be reduced to beggai'y is thought so odious, that no one 
would set up for a beggar, more than he would for a prophet, in 
his own county. No one, however pinched, could ask for alms 
in his own neighbourhood. Anintelligeilt friend of mine told 
me, that a mis~rable creature, who wel~t by the name ,of Doctor, 
DonoHy, although in a state of abject penury, would never ac:' 
cept of a bit of pork, a potatoe, or a drink of milk, if offered 
to him; but preferred eating offal from a dunghill, to the idea 
of being supported as an object of charity in the place of his 
nativity. After a fast of three days, he has been known to re­
fuse proffered victuals. This man one day went twenty-seven 
miles with a letter for a gentleman to his daughter at a boarding­
school: arriving early in the morning, the servant girl, upon 
opening the door, after a loud consequential double rap, was 
much surprised to see this wretch ill' rags, and, witho~lt asking 
him any que~tions, she said, " Go along, we have got nothing 
for you." The doctor immediately returned home 'without deli­
vering the letter" making a distance of fifty-four Irish miles with-, 
out having broken his fast. , , 

There' have been instances of gentlemen opening gratuitoU(I' 
schools upon their e~tate8, and, from ignorance ?f the c1:ankter 
of their own countrymen, they have been surpnsed to find that 
fr,eqllently the poor people would not send their childrell; they 
forgot that native pride which revolts at eleemosyn{\ry aid. In 
such an instance as this, if the, ilqdepelldent spirit of the par,ellt 
had been flattered, by ca.Jling for the payment of only a tester at 
the end of the year towards the discharge of SOme of the ex­
pences incident to the establishment, the child would not bave 
peen withheld from it. 
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The attachment of the low Irish to their children is very great. 
To play with her child is t?e highest. d~li~h~ of the mother; a~d, 
for this indulgence, she will, by an lIDudlClOUS, but natural mIS­
calculation of ~aternal duty, omit the care of herrself and her 
house: nor is the piety of their affection to their parents less -
distinguishable. Ireland is not cursed with English poor-laws ~ 
there are no pauper-houses there, into which a child, in the full 
vigour of life and health, can cast the h<?ary-headed infirm autl~Ol' 
of his days, as he would a loathsomemcumbrance, to langUlsh 
out the poor remains of life under the n~glect or barb~rity of a 
parochial officer, deserted by the being to whom he has 11l1part~d 
existence, alld cut off from all the soothing endearments of filial 
gratitude. It is a rare sight to see, in Ireland, an aged parent 
beggiiig for bread. 

INFLUENCE 0,1" KINDNESS AND CHARACTER. 
An instance is recorded of the effect which the conduct of th" 

Dean of Kilfen9ra, Dr. Stevenson, produced upon his parish~o­
ners during the rebellion. vVh",n this gentleman went to resIde 
upon his living of Callan, one of the largest ill Ireland, he fsund 
that a spirit of insurrection .had tai(lted everyone 9fhis pa­
rishioners: instead of loading them with taunts, reproaches, and 
mtmaces, he attached them by kindnesses, by those courtesies 
which are defl~' to every feeling, and paI1icularly to an Irish mind; 
llot oy gifts, which if they cannot be returned, affect the ~ensi-

. bility, by destroying that equality which is necessary to cordial 
attachments, but by a course of civilities and gentle expressions, 
which can be repaid by the receiver. By this proceeding' he 
gained their confidence and their love, and what was of no little 
consequence, the friendship of their priest. He pointed out to 
them the peril of their desperate enterprize, mi.d, behold the 
fruit~ of a deportment like this! in qne day si:c hundred rebe(4 
came to his hOllse and surrendered their arms. 

HARDIHOOD OF THE IRISH. 
Of ~he extreme hardihood of the Irish, the foilowi~g instances 

are given. Mr. Gordon, in his History of the Irish Rebellion, 
sa,s, " The hardiness and agility of the labouring classes of the 
Irish, were on this (speaking of an affair at Gorey) 'and other 
oc?asions, in the course of the rebellion, very remarkable. Their 
!'wlftness of foot, and activity in passing over brooks and ditches, 
were such, that they could not always in crossing the fields be 
{):Jertak6n by horsemen; and with so much strel1gth of constitu~ 
JlOll were they found to be endued, that to kill them was difficult 
ma;:y, aft~r ,a multitude of stabs, not expiring until their I~eck;' 
,,,,ere cut across.," Another remarkable instanc~ is nielltio.J;1ed lJ-lt' ;' 
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the s~me author, respecting the recovery of a rebel named Cliarl{'.$ 
DaVIS, of Enniscorthy, a glazier, " who, after having subsisted 
on the body of a cock for four days, in a loathsome hole where 
he was concealed, was discovered in the act of running away 
ii'om his lurking;'place, and brought to Vinegar-hill, ,vl,lere he 
was shot through the body ahd one of his arms, and vlOlentlr 
struck in several parts of the head with a pike, ,which, however, 
.penetrated not into the braih, and was thrown 1nto a grave on his 
back, with a heap of earth and stones over him. His faithful 
-?og hav~ngscraped away the covering from his face, allclcl~an;se!l. 
It by licking the, blood, he returned to life, after an interment of 
twelve hours, and is now, living ill perfect health." 

IRISH SOLDIER AND SAILOR. 
In battle, 'On shore and at sea, the Iri,~h soldier and sailoi' hava 

, been remarkable for their valour, steadiness, and subordination, 
no inconsiderable portion of the population of Ireland may be 
f~)Und 011 board of oU!' ships of war. ,As far hack as Spenser's 
tune, the bravery of the Irish soldier was honourably mentioned. 
That happy genius says, " I have Jleard some great warriors say, 
that in all the services which they had seen abroad iii .foreigll­
countries, they never saw,a more comely man than an Iri~hman, 
1101' that cometh on more bravely to his cha:rge." 

.MIDDLE-MEN. 

Who, says Mr. Carl', but those who knew the fact, wonlil 
believe, that such a " stl'OIlg, hardy, hold, brave, laborious, 
warm-hearted, and faithful race of men," should be so ~unkiQ 
the scale of society as they are? In Ireland there is a description 
of men ,vho are like so mallY ravenous wolves amongst the 'pea~ 
Bantry, krlown by the name of Middle-men. ,.Between 'the actual 
proprietor, and the occupant of the land, there are frequently 
-no less than four or five progressive tenants, who frequently never 
see the land which they hold, and which is assigned from one to 
the other, until encumbered and dispirited by such a concatena;, 
tion of exaction, is, instead of being able to make thrice the 
'amount ofhi~, rent, as he ought to be enabled to do, namely:; 
oue-third for his landlord, another for the support of his family, 
'1md the remaining part for con.tin~encies, th,e .last t~ker diu 
scarcely, after infinite toil and prIVatlOn, pay Ius ImmedIate lord" 
and feed'arid clothe himself and family. 

DEGRADED CoNDITION OF THE tow iRiSH. 

A farm was pointed out to' me in the south-west of Ireland, 
for which the occupier paid four hundred pounds per anllum;.~. 
te l1t which iu>Englal1d is very respectable, and wou:tdsewte, 
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with common good '~lIsbandry and prud,"Hce, a very comfortable, 
maintenance for the tenant, and his family, and enable him to lay 
a little by; but instead of any appearance of comfort~ the farmer 
was half~naked, and his wife and family in rags. How little the 
land nlllst experience the fe-invigorating benefits of good hus­
bandry can easily be imagined. ViTithout being slaves in fact~ 
their conditi911 is.little better than vassalage in its most oppressive 
form. Potatoes and butter-milk, the food of a,n English hog, 
form the degrading repast of the Irish pea8ant; a little oatmeal 
is a delicacy; a Sunday bit of pork a great and rare luxury .. De­
l)ressed to an equality with the beast of the field, he shares his 
!orry meal with his cow, his dog, and his pig, who frequently 
feed with him,' as his equal associates, out of the same bowl. 
This sen,se of degradation, and' a cQlwiction that his ,,'retchedness 
ha<; scarcely any thing below it in the soale of human penury, 
frequently led the unhapp-y peasaut to mingle in those unfortunate, 
tUlllUlts "Ilich have so long, and so fatally, retarded the im­
,provement ·of his country; and when he beheld how hopeles~ 
were the exertions of rebellion, to rush forward in -the scene of 
slaughter, uncover his head~ and bow it to the bullets of his 
,enemy. 

SUMMARY OF THE IRISH CHARNCTER. 

'Vith few materials for ingcntlity to work with, th'e peasantry 
of Ireland are most ingenious, and with adequate inducements 
'laboriously indefatigable: they possess, in general, personal beauty 
,aud vigour of frame;, they abound with wit and sensibility, al-: 
Jrhongh all the avem\es to useful knowledge are closed against 
them; they are capable of forgiving il~jllries, and are generous 
.even to their oppressors; they are sensiLle of. superior merit, and 
iubmissive to it; they display natural urbanity in rags and penury, 
are cordially hospitable, arcJellt for information, social in their 
l1aoit8, kind. in their disposition, in gaiety of heart and genuine 
humour unnvalled, evep in their superstition presenting an unioll 
of pleasantry and tenderness; they are warm and constant in their 
atta~hmenis, faitllful and incorruptible in their engagements, in-
110~ent, \"ith the power of sensual enjoyment perpetually within 
theIr reach; observant of sexual modesty, though crowded in 
the narrow limIts of a cabin; stl'alY<er,;.to a crime which reddens. 
,the ~heek of manhood with horror; 'lellaciolls of respect; acutely 
!SenSIble of and easily won by kindnesses. Such is the peasantry 
of Ireland: I appeal not to the affections or the humanity, but 
to the jmtice of everyone ,to whom chaHce may direct these· 
pag~s, \\hetber men so constituted present no character whic,h 
a Wise gove~'nment can mould to the great purpose of augmellting, 
,the prospenty of the country, and the happiness oLsociety. W~j 
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might Lord Chesterfield, when lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
exclaim," God has done every thing for this country; man 
nothing." Some exertions have been made to ameliorate the 
conditiC9n of the peasantry, but their operation has too much 
resembled Martial's barber, who was so slow, that the hair 
began to grow on the side of til\"! face he had first shaved, before 
he had finished the other. 

ANC1ENT TOMBS. 
In a direction nearly east and west on the long ridge of the 

Curragh, there is a chain of fourteen circular entrenchments ~f 
different diameters, terminated on the- east by an earthen tumulus, 
and on the west by a large circular rath, near which is a small 
circular mound, with a cavity on the top, supPQsed to have been 
a c~ci or kitchen of some of the ancient inhabitants. These 
intrenchments are called in the Irish language farranta foras, or 
ancient graves, and hence, as well as on account of their being 
too small for. forts, they are considered to be tombs· of the' 
ancient Irish. . 

MI)NA5TEREVEN. 

Monastereven, which is thirty miles from Dublin, is a very 
pr~tty town, and beautifully situated; on the left of the entrance 
of the tmvn is Moore Abbey, the noble seat of th~ Marquis of 
Drogheda, standing at the foot of a 16fty hill on the banks of 
the Barrow; the demesne is finely cultivated and v~ry'pictu­
resque. . The river and canal, which crosses the former, very 
much augment the beauty of the scenery. By means of this 
canal, a trade is opened '.with Athy, Carlow, Waterford, and 
Ress,alld every day exhibits a scene of bustle, gaiety, and vivacity; 
by the canal-boats passing and repassing. Monast~reven derives 
its name from a noble abbey founded by St. Abben, who 
bestowed upon it the privilege of being a sanctuary. St. 
Emin or :Evin, in the beginning of the seventh century, placed 
a number of monks from South :Munster in this abbey, the 
ilbbot of which sat as a baron in parliament. U pan the sup­
pression of JlIonasteries, this abbey, through different channels 
of descent or trallsfer, became the property of the 1YIarquis of 
Drogheda, and it still ·displays, under the hoar of time, tlle 
marks of its former dignity. 

TilE nnG OF ALLEN. 

The next stage was to .Marybol'ough, so called after IHary, 
Queen of Enaland. A market was established here by the last 
0ir James P~'nell, for the encouragement of the woollen yarn 
and stuff manufacture. As we approached the vast waste called 

f~Rlt.J I 



THE STRANGER IN IRELAND; 

the Bog of Allen, the conversation became influenced by the 
surrounding !Jcer-ery, and we talked of these wonderful power9 
of ilature, by which she sometimes revolutionizes her own works, 
The bog which lay before us, and which resembled at a distance 
a vast brown lake,was once covered with the finest forest-trees, 
110W buried under its dreary s~Jrface.-This was the first bog I 
had ever seen in Ireland, and having fallen i11tO the usual false 
noti'ons of Englishmen who have never visited Ireland, that a 
bog was a collection of thick mud, I was at first surprised to 
see people walking upon it, and cattle here and their picking up 
a scanty blade upon this russet lawn. This celebrated bog 
~rOS8es several counties; contains three hundred thousal\d acres~ 
and is the largegt in Ireland. The bogs of Ireland at fint 
seemed to be a subject of little interest, but as I enquired and 
l"efiected, I fonnd them a source of uncommon surprise,. 
curiosity, and amusement. The turf-bogs of Irelfmd have been 
considered as masses of putrefaction ami as very insalubrious, 
and like marshes. and fens, united a mephitic deleterious vapour 
or putrid miasmata. So far from this being correct, those whet 

, reside in this neighboUIhood are as healthy and vigorous as the 
natives of any other part of Ireland; and Sir William Petty 
:informs us, that the country people used to preserve their eggs 
a11d butter in them. Doctor Campbell observes, that he has 
seen a shoe, of one piece of leather, nearly stitched, taken out 
of a bog, where it was supposed, from its· fashion, to have lain 
for centuries, entirely fre~h. He also mentions, that he had 
seen butter called rouskin, which had been hid in hollow trunks 
of trees so long·, that it was become hard, ;md almost friable, 
yet not devoid of uncttwsity, and that the length of time which 
it had been buried mllst have been great, on account of the bog 
llaving grown over it ten feet. I was also infoqned by a gentlel~Jan 
lipan whose veracity I can rely, that he saw the skeleton of a cob­
ler, who had been unexpectedly ov(,!rwhelmed by a floating bog, 
in which, upon its being afterwards reclaimed, he had been 
discovered: that when found, he had the appearance of. having 
been. e~balmed, . and that a shoe and some leather, which lay 
by Ius slde~ were III a perfect state of preservation. 

CU:RIOUS BOG ANECDOT:),:S. 

I.Iow !Jogs have been produced is a subject which, like the 
attr~butable cause of most phenomena, is involved in philo"Sophical 
conjecture. Underneath their surface, at a considerable depth~ 
whole forests of prostrate trees, apparently burnt off from the 
roots;. are . f~und, and the roots remain fast in the ground: ana 
!So antIseptIc IS the nature of the extraordinary mass which covers 
them, that the finest oaks, fir, and yew, with all their brallches~ 
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~I'e c?~lstantly dug up in so perfect, or rather iuso improved a 
condItIon, that they aTe preferred to the wood of the same' sort ot 
trees felled by the woodman. 

In houses of respectability,. I h,ave seen stairs and bannlstem 
formed of the bog oak" which looked very beautiful. As fuel, 
'bog-wood is considered a great luxury, iiild makes a most' 
;brilJiantfire. In ~ome places, by digging to a great depth, 
l'ecumbent [orests . upon forests, with a layer of earth between, 
h~ve been dlscovered, like a sort-of vegetable Herculaneum. The 
learned GeHeral Vallancey, ,in his Collectanea says, " Tha:t 
t~e late 1111'. Evans, engineer, informed him, that in cutting the 
Imeof the Royal Canal through the bog of 'Cappagh, between 
Dublin and Kilcock,at the distance of twenty-six feet, he met 
'with fir-trees, which apparently :had been planted in a·venues·~, 
'and at this depth he found aIump of tallow, weighingabout two 
:imiJ.dred weight; that he sunk. fourteen feet below these trees 
in ;b0g, and carne to a hard bottom, on which were oak-treelt­
prostrated. 

I In the bog of Monda, not many miles from the bog of Allen, 
shun ps of trees are visible above the surfaoe" under which ,is a 
~tratum of turf, to the dept~l of ten or ,fifteen feet, uNder which 
IS another layer of prostrate trees; beneath themano therl:!tratuID 
of earth of considerable depth, below which a great number of 
stumps of tl'ees are found standing uprightr presenting a 8ucces" " 
sion of three distinct woods, one abO've the other. 

'Philosophioal investigation has not hitherto satisfactorily 
acoounted for the prostration of these trees, and for the ap­
pearance of ignition at the bottom of their trunks. The softness 
and embalming nature of tiIe bog are at variance with the idea, 
that suoh appearances could be eff@cted by its action. ~.Phe 
formatioil of bogs must have been very gradual; and as they 
thickened) they must have ·equally enlbraced every object which 
they came in contact "ivith, so as rather to have suppoTted than 
destroyed their perpendioularity. I do not speak of those 
still more wonderful phenomena, the moving bogsj whichffiight 
have borne down trees in the 'progress. :If the bog trees which 
'appear to have been burned down had been rarely discovered, 
the solution of the dil1ioulty would have been eas,ier. In Swe':' 
den I saw large tracts of fir-forests, which had ·been cleared by 
the peasants, effected by making a fire round the bottom of the 
tnillk of the tree, and burning it through instead of felling it b)i 
the ax~ or saw: tl~issil11ple but slovenly process is resorted to, 
because that couiltry is nearly oneva~t fore1'lt. That Ireland", 
like Sweden, was once oven-uri withfo~sts,the contents of :tl~e 
bogs 'sufficiently prove; ·and the discovery of thehoms oft!ie 

I 2 
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moos€deer al1iongst them, an animal which for age~ has beed . 
extinct in Ireland, sufficiently demoristrates the antiquity of 
such a profusion of trees, which no doubt were anterior to the 
.Brehon laws; because as they inflicted severe penalties upon the 
person who iJ~ured hi!' .. neighboui"s trees, every sort of which 
they enumerated, (even the shrubs and underwood beiBg pro­
tected from violation by them) they form an evidence of the 
value of timber in Ireland, which must have arisen from its 
·scarcity. If the soil of. Sweden were productive of bog trees, 
burned as I have described, and not removed, they might, by 
their lying thick on the ground, fOf1~ an impediment to all streams 
and currents, and gather in their branches whatever rubbish such 
waters brought with them, until a vegetable mass or bog had 
been formed; but is it not fair to suppose, that only the burned 
trees would have been covered by this vegetable accretion, and 
that the trees whIch had not been weakened at the roots by fire, 
would have remained perpendicular? This accretion could oot 
have had any caustic quality in it; how could it burn away the 
tree from its roots, and not Dnly spare but preserve the trunk 
and branches? Yet in the bogs of Ireland all the trees disco­
\'cred have been found in a horizontal position, and present the 
appearance of having b~en separated from their roots by fire. 
Had the ancient boors of the country thus felled them, only 
,partial instances of surli burning would have occurred; but the 
philosophical progress, whatever it may have been, which has . 
prostrated them with. the ground, appears to have been uniform, 
1 make these rem~ks with diffidence; it is not always the worst 
property of ignorance to doubt, or to raiSe! a doubt, The sub­
ject i~ a very interesting one, and ~lighly mel'its investigation. 
No writer has yet, I believe, illustrated the causes of the position 
and ap.pearances of these trees. The black bog cuts like cheesf.:, 
and resembles rott€ll. wood: heath, sedgy grass, bog ru)Tth~r 
and rushes, grow spontaneously upon it, and its surface is rarely 
level: the depth of them is various; they have been perfo.rated 
4eeper than fifty feet. The bog 9f Allen appears to rest upon 
that incomparable manure, lime-stone gravel t and might be 
~asily convert.cd into fine meadow-land, at a vast profit to the 
Improver, 01", as he is c~lIed in the bog language, a rcclaimcr. 
Inexhau~tible quarries of the finest lime-stone are found in most 
parts of Ireland. 
~ company of Dutch boors offered their· countryman King 

WIlliam to convert this bog into a meadow,. and to carry the 
coals of~iliinaul by canals, which ~hey proposed cutting 
thr?ugh va,tlousparts of Ireland, provided that monarch would 
have perl.lutted them to have been governed by the. laws of 
HolllUld. . 
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, ' in . those' bogs have been discovered many ponderous and 
beautIful ornaments of gold and ~ilver, suc~ as tibulre, c~asps, 
buckles, bracelets, anklets,frontiets, limetts, plates of gold, 
brass weapons, &'c., many of which are of elegant workmanship1 
and give a higq idea of the skill and tllste of the ancient Irish. 

, Bugle-horns havetalso been discovered,Jrrlade of copper, lapped 
over and rivetted with copper nails very ingeniously. U pOll 
being sounded they give a loud, distinct note. The art of 
soldering does not appear to have been discovered when these pre~ 
cious remains of antiquity were first formed; at least the union 
of the parts of those which I saw was effected by beating or 
twisting them togeth\'!r. 

The bog is cut with an instrument called a slane, a, spade of 
about fO'H" inches broad, with a steel blade of the same breadth, 
standing at right angles with the edge of the spade: the turf is 
pil~d up in pyramidical heaps on the margin of the pits out of 
which they are dug, each piece being about the size and shape 
of a brick. The mode of reclaiming bogs is now very well 
understood; and it is ascertained that bogs nlU~t be kept drained, 
j.)therwise they will relapse; it is a curious circumstance, that 
when they are once reclaimed, they are convertible to any purpose 
{)f agriculture. ' 

TH£WIDOW. 

On arriving near Roscrea, Mr. Carr mentions the following 
intere~ting anecdote: A ,chaill of ancientsql1are watch-towers 
within sight of each other, for many miles in this part of the 
country, occasionally diverts the eye from the numerous wretched 
cabins which appeal' along the, road. In one of them which: I 
saw erected in a ditch, resided a beautiful woma~, w11,o had pH 
the deportment of one of a superior order, and two remarkably 
hand~ome and healthy children. They were dressed very neaFly, 

- although they came out of a hut of mud and weeds, and fi~ed 
with smoke. They attracted the attention of..almost e'lery 

,traveller on that roa~, who, plea~ed :"ith their ~ppe,ararce, 
generally left some lIttle token of theIr approbatIOn, betnd. 
The poor woman was a widow: she was travelling in this c uu­
try with her littl/f, son and daughter, when a fever attacked ler; 
exhausted by its ravages, by hunger, and fatigue, she sun~' on 
the road,' 'rhe miserable, cottag, el'~ in the neig~b~)Urhoo( il:n~ 
mediately built her a caoll1, placed clean straw III It, and ally 
supplied her alld her children with milk and potatoes. She 
recovered; though frcqueqtly pressed, she has cons antly 
declined to relate her history, and now works f\,ir the ~eigh-
bouriug geutry. . 
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011 reachillg Limerick Mr. Carr makes' the following interest ... 
iug remarks on the -dty :-Limerickexports pork, ,blttter, beef, 
hides, and'rape-seed'; and imports flugal', rum, timber, wines, 
coals, to'bac-co, 'salt, and bark. Its trade hus 'flotlrished to an 
~t'ma'zirrO" extent. Many of the families here ani opulent, and 
hal1d!fo~e 'equipages ar~ to be seen in the ~reets, whereas in 
the year 1740 and 'J 750, there were only four carriages in and' 
near thep'lace. The 'slaughtering; salting and packing houses, 
belonging to the provision-trade, are well worthy the notice of 
the traveller. The most frequent objects to be lllet with'in the 
'8tl'eets, are cars leaden with beef proceedillg to the salting-. 
houses. Much of the provision supports the brave seamen of 
the United Killgdom;alld enables them to endure the fatigue 
of the blockade and the peril of the baHle. Although Ireland 
cannot build a navy, she furnishes it with a brave, hard, gallant, 
and loyal race of men, and contributes not a little to the suste­
]lance of the British fleets. The inns have not Jeept equal pace 
with the prosperity of the town: they are dirty and ill attended, 
but, as usual, ftm.ished excellent wine at four shillings per boHle'o' 
We also partook of some excellent cow-beef. I wish I could 
()bje'ct to nothiflg mare than the inconvenience of ill-conducted 
inns; but, alas! a subject of much deeper interest, and truly 
:afflicting to every feeling milld, is to be found, if the traveller 
'Will take the trouble of walking over Thomond's bridge' anri.) 
!enter the house of Industry, as it is called. He '.vil! quit a: 
jlloble city, gay ,\ ithllOvefty, opulence, and luxury, for a scene 
,which wiII strike his mind with horror; Under the roof of this 
house, I saw madmen stark nal~ed, girded only by their irons,. 
5 tanding in the rain, in an open court, attended by 'women; 
tl'leir cells,' upou the ground-floor, scantily supplied with' straw~. 
d,amp, and in secured. Ill. the wards of labour, abandoned 
puostitutes, in rags and vermin, each loaded with a 10nO" chain; 
an\d heavy log, working only when the eye of the supeFin~ending 
of.ficer was upon them, are associated through the day "jtw 
relfpectable old family housekeepers, who, having no children: 
to SUppOl't Jhem, toprel'ent famishing, seek this wretched; 
a~} IUlll. A~ night they' sleep together in the same room; the 
SIC]t (unless m very extreme cases) and the healthy, the good< 
and.' the bad, all crowded together . 

.I. ~cross a 'yard;. ill a large room, 110 3ol'ly thirty feet long, a 
rav} l1g mmllac, mstead of being stntH,,,d to his bed, was 
handcuffed to a stone of 300 l1;s. weight, which, ",ilh the most 
hOfl'lble yells, by a convulsive effort of strenoth he dragO"ed.' 
fi b , b 

romti one end .of th~ room to the other, cGnstantlyexposed to-
the nxasperatn;lg VIeW and cOllversatiol1 of those who were in 
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the ·yard. I have been ,yell informed that large sums of money 
have been raised in every county for the erectiou of ma,a-h(}Use~: 
how has this money b€eJ.} applied? 

One of the naked subjects which I mentioned, lost his senses 
'by an excess of mathematical researeh, the other by a disap­
pointment of the heart, aud the third, who was in the !;aml'} 
yard, by drunkenness: a more affecting and €xpr,essive' grOl!Ju~ 
for the pencil could never be presented. In one cell, covered 
to his chin iustraw, was a hoary-headed man, who would never ' 
speak, nor take any thing unless cO\~ured to do sp by the n,ame 
tlf" the MORt High." 

BRIEF HISTORY OF LIMERICK. 

l .. imerick is inrolled in the page of Engli~h historY'. In the tirne 
of Cromwell it was besieged by Ireton, who was repulsed in . 
several attacks. After displaying great spirit and gallantry, the.. 
~itizens bec.ame disunited 011 account of their different politiea~ 
attachments, some being followers' of the Pope's nuncio" some 
t{) King Charles, and others to the English anny, till at. last. 
they surrendered to the enemy, when Ireton entered the·. town, 
,aud soon afterwards died there. J n September 169 I, it was 
invested by General Ginkle, after his victory over King James's 
:4rmy at Agh'rim, and was surrendered on the 13th October 
following, when the garrison made a very honourabl€ capitula-. \ 
tion for themselves and the i'est of the inhabitants; aHd in 
~690 it was besieged by King William, whom, he was forced 
~o raise the siege. 

. A TRAVELLING HINT. 

]\.11'. Carr observes, that there are no stages OJ" regular posting 
to Killarney. I was oblig;€d, says he, to hire a chaise to go 
1111 tJle way for four guineas; the owner of it paying for the 
feeding of the post-boy and horses. The traveller will now, 
more than ever, be distressed for want of an uniform circulating 
medium; I therefore advise him to change his notes for' those 
of Roches,. bankers in this place, which will be taken at Cork 
and Killarney, and on the road. A lady at the inn where I was, 
.assured me,Jhat she had been detained a whole day in the coulltry, 
because, having no money, and no other than local notes, the 
keeper of the turnpike ref~lscd to let her pass.. Notes for 
eight{)en-pence are abundant. Bankers .are almost as com mOll 

as pOtato(lsin the eotl1!t;'·s of Limerick, Kerry, and Cork. At 
.t vi1lage not f~lr from l ... imerick, a blacksmith isues sixpenny 
notes, which circulate in the village, and no farther. . 

In the band of one of the militia regiments I saw a bankel" 
.who had failed for fi:ce pounds! and, triiliug as this SlILU is, n~ 
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doubt several 'Suffered by the petty defaulter. In short, werl'! 
not the incollveniencesof such 1l system greatly oppressive, and 
the temptation to fraud shocking, these musquito bankers would 
furnish many a smile to the .traveller as 'he wanders through the 
west and south-west of Ireland; but, as he values comfort :md 
progressive motion, let him be careful how he receives in pay-
ment the notes which will be offered to pim. . 

RUINS OF ADAIR. 

A bout seven o'dock in the morning, under a tolerable specimen 
of the humidity of the atlllosphere of this part 'of Ireland, I 
bade adieu to Limerick, so famo~s for its pretty "liOlnen, its 
river, its gloves, and its depots of beef and pork. I saw nothing 
worthy of notice till I . approached Adair, the tOW11 where we 
first halted, which presented a ve;'Y picturesque and beautiful 
appearance. This village, which is situated in the barolly of 
Kennery, and on the Maig, which communicates with the Shannon, 
abounds wit~ ruins of churches and convents, which in distant 
times belonged to the Franciscan friars. Every spot is holy 
ground. The ruins which are in the highest preservation, are 
those of a religions house in the south side of the town, built 
in the reign of King Edward I., by John, earl of Kildare, for 
friars of the order of the -Holy Trinity, for the redemption of 
cbristian captives: its steeple is supported by a plain'arch, with 
four diagonal ogives meeting in t~e centre, and st.airs which rise 
to the battlements. The nave and choir are small and plain. 
On the south side of the river there is another friary in high pre­
IIcl'vation,founded by J otm, earl of Kildare, who died 1315. 
In the choir, which is large, are stalls, and a corresponding 
nave, with a lateral aisle on the south side. To the north of 
the steeple are .some beautiful cloisters, with Gothic windows, 
within which, on three sides of the square, are corridors; and 
on most of these windows are escutcheons with the English and 
saltier crosses, in general ranged alternately. The prilicipal parts 
are Qf hewn lime-stone, which appears fresh, and the workman­
ship is simply elegant. Near the cloisters are several apartments, 
which appear to be much more ancient than the other parts of 
the building. In the east part of the town a great friary was 
founded by Thomas, earl of Kildare, and Joan his wife, daughter 
of James, earl of Desmond, in 1465. 

All these ruins are delightfully situated, and time has finely 
coloured those parts which the ivy has not covered. The 
moralist, the painter, and the antiquarian, will n9t pass Adair 
without heaving a sigh for poor mortality, without borrowing 
some venerable grace from the hoary pile, or tracing, amid the 
mouldering ruins, the skill and taste of distant ages. My 
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driver w~~ a very good-humoured fellow, who stuttered most 
unintelligibly till I became a little accustomed to him; and 
although wet to the skin, and a glassef whisky lay before him, 
he would tlr~t conduct me to these rnon:!stic remains, which, if I 
~ight judge by the brightness of his eyes, and the vivacity of 
hIs gestures, and by putting the heads and tails and scattered 
limbs of his words together as well as 1 could, he seeriled to 
enjoy in a manner very creditable to his feelings. 1 was surprised 
to find, not only here, but in every other part of Ireland which I 
visited, that the-Anglo-Hibernian language spoken was fr~e from 
provincial idiom: the only differeuce which I found arose from 
the pronunciation of a few words being more, or less broad. 

Upon the road I met horses laden with goods fastened by 
ropes of hay, horses drawing in hay harness, and pigs checked 
in their erratic disposition by having one of their front and 

hinder legs agreeably attached to each other by the same simple 
material; and the female peasants looked neat and clean, and 
poised their milk-pails with admirable dexterity. 

FUNERAL-HOWL AND THE PALATINES. 

As I passed the race-course, about a mile before I reached­
the town of Rathkeale, for the first time I heard the Irish 
funeral-howl issnilig from a cottage, where, by all oblique peep', 
I saw several penons assembled, who, without any appearance 
of grief, produced the most dismal. sounds. The ceremony 
-upon those occasions I have before described. In this part of 
tllf' _country, and particularly in the neighbourhood of Rathkeale, 
the descendants of the Palatines, who. came over to this country 
in 1709, reside. In the benignity of the British nation, these 
Germans found a refuge from thc{)ppression of their own prince, 
and of the French, on account of their religious faith. They 
were recommended by Queen Anne to, the protection of the 
Irish parliament, which, from a belief that their residence would 
strengthen the protestant religion, voted five thousand a year to 
her Majesty for three years, to defray the expence attending their 
settlement. Their "descendants are a loyal, laborious; and 
respectable race of men. In the rebell~on they. formed th~mselves 
into volunteer corps, and, by esseptlal serVIces, reqUIted the 
protection which the nation had affol-ded to them. The country 
which they inhabit has experienced, great ~dvantages from. their 
skill and industry. Their cottages are bUIlt after the fashIOn of 
their own country, and are remarkably neat and clean. .The 
women frequently wear the large straw hat and sl~ort pettIcoat 
of the Palatinate. They never marry out of theIr own com­
munity. They use a plough peculiar to themselves, and retain 

cAnRJ - K ' 
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many other of their original customs. The native peasantry have 
been mur.h improved by their society and example. Several of 
these people reside on Sir vYiliiam Barker's -estate, in the county 
of Tipperary, and are much respected. In their emigration, 
settlement, and deportment, they resemble the Dutch colony 
established with ill two or three miles of Copenhagen, which 
supplies that city with milk, butter, and its best vegetables. 

CASTLE ISLAND. 
I found Castle Island a large town, in a state of rapid decay, 

owing, as I was informed, to a dispute amongst the proprietors 
regarding the division of their respective intere~ts. The place 
was formerly called the Castle of the Island of Kerry. The 
castle was erected in )1.iW6; but the ruins want· wood alld verdure 
to make them interesting. Irrlmense masses of this building 
broken off, as solid and compact as rock, lie in the field ill ,which 
it stands. Only the shell of the market-house and assembly­
rooms remains. The Charter-school established here, I was in­
formed, was wholly neglected; 

) . 

EFFECT OF A PAIR OF BREECHES. 

Turning round the road as I left Castle Island, which I did with 
infinite pleasure, I met an Irish funeral: the corpse was in a 
plain deal coffin, and the population of two or three villages 
followed it, amongst whom about four or five men and women 
kept up a constant mournful cry, without any other indication of 
affliction: not one of them was in monrnillg, and) found my 
approaeh increased the chorus of the funeral yell. The eountry 
still continued very wild and dreary. Inthe.se mountainous 
regions, a stranger, moving .in a pair of breeches, attra-ets even 
the attention of the uogs, the constant inmates of the cabins, 
which, upon seeing so great a novelty apP.roach, naturally regard 
it as a phenomenon portending no good, and accordingly set up the 
faithfnl howl of alarm. One of these vigilallt guardians, after eon­
templating me for some time as I walked forward, "gave the usual 
pl~blic notice of my arrival; Up011 which one (jf these moun­
~allJeers threw, not a ~tolle, buta bit of turf, at him, and pull­
mg off his hat, apologized for hi" dog wanting better manners. 
In one cabin 1 saw a pretty obstinate .contest between a pig and 
Ilis mistress; the latter wanted him to go out, and the former 
was resol:ed to stay. in, and gained his point. The low Irish 
are very fond of glVlug fine names to these animals. A woman 
was overheard to say to a great sow 1 " Ah, Juliana! get out, 
·what do you do here 1''' . 
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IRISH PREJUDICE. 

A few miles before we reached Killarney, the f~ce of the 
country very rapidly changed to fertility and beauty. The blue 
and purple sides of those vast mountains which inclosed the 
Jakes, appeared full in my view: they ro~e majestically from a 
sea of vapour, and their IlFads were lost in the cloudi. As we 
descended into the vale which led to the town, my driver, who 
~y this time was quit.'! intelligible to me, and who I founo had 
Impregnated me 'with a little of his stuttering, the natural effect 
of sympathy and association, observed, " Ah, your honour'! 
here are glens and mOllntains! if you had them in your country, 
what a fine thing it would be for the tobbers and murderers 
tiJere: by my shoul, they are here of no llsef' I could not 
help smiliug at his opinion of England: in vain did I tell him, 
that we had glens and mountains too, which were not infested 
with robbers and murderers. He shook his head to all I said. 
In many parts of Ireland I found the same unfortuna,te frl1d 

tmpleasant prejudice. ' 
Instead of tinding Killarney a little romantic place, as 1 had 

previously penciled it in my imagination, I entered a large town, 
resembling Newport ill the Isle of Wight; its streets were 
c:owded wi~h people; it is the prillCipa~ tOW11 in the county of 
Jierry. 

MUCRUSS ABBEY. 

On reaching Mucruss, near Killarney, Mr. Carr observes, 
the graceful ruins' of Mucruss Abbey on . our Tight, half 
em bosomed ill a group of luxuriant and stately trees, influenced, 
as soon as seen, the bridle of our horses. I contemplated 
with reverence a very ancient and prodigious yew, the trunk of 
which is between seven and eight feet in circumference, which 
grows in the centre of a cloistered tourt, and covers it with 
a roof of branches and leaves, whilst some ash trees of a pro­
digious size overshadow it witbout. This yew-tree is the object 
of superstitious veneration amongst the loW people, who 'also 
exhibit their devotion to the saint of the pla~e, by going rOllnd 
the building a certain number of times, during which they recite 
prayers. Pilgrims come from a considerable distance to do 
'penance here; According to tradition, many Irish kings ami 
chiefs are buried in the abbey, a favourite place of sepulture, 
where the dead are buried only on the SQuth alld east sides i 
the north is looked upon, I was told, as the Devil's side, aud 
the west is preserved for unbaptised children, fOf soldiers, and 

, <i~r\ll1~tlrs, ' 
ll; ~ 
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Whilst I was reading a pathetic epitaph upon one of the 
monuments in the abbey, 1 felt myself effected by putrid ef­
fluvia; and upon looking on e:~th side, J observed, for the first 
time, some bodies, which might have been interred two or 
three months, in coffins, the planks of which had started, not 
half covered with mould. Upon quitting the spot, a great col­
lection of sculls and bones, promiscuously heaped up, in niches 
in the walls, excited melancholy observation. ' , ' 

The soil of the abbey i,s very thin, and every effort has been 
made to dissuade the lower classes from bringing their dead 
here, but in vain. It is a fact, that those who l!ave been buried 
six months or a year before, are raised and placed on one side 
to make room for those who are brought for iuterment afterwards. 
So loaded with contagion is the air of this spot, that every 
principle of humanity imperiously calls upon the indulgent owner 
to exercise his right of closing it up as a place of sepulture in 
future. I warn every olle who visits Killarney, as he values life, 
not to enter this abbey. Contrast renders doubly horrible the 
ghastly contemplation 'of human dissolution, tainting the sur­
rounding air with pestilence, in a spot which nature has enriched 
with a profusion of romantic beauty. The superstition of the 
people ill the neighbourhood of Adair~ which 1 have mentioned, 
crowded one of the abbeys there with the dead, until the spot 
became the seat of infection; upon which Lord Adair, owner 

'of the place, with equal prndence alld resolution, sent for some 
of the soldiers of a militia regiment quartered in the neighbourhood, 
and having taken every proper precaution against infection, 
prevailed upon them, by a liberal remuneration, in one night 
to remove every 'vestige of corruption from the favourite abbey 
into the river, and uever afterwards permitte'd another corpse 
to be buried in his grounds. His lordship lost his popularity 
for a short period, and more serious consequences were appre­
hended by his friends, but a little time and reflection restored 
him to the good opinion of those " .. hom his good sense and 
firmness had offended. ' 

Some years since an Englishman of handsome appearance, 
and in the prime of life, from what cause I eould Jlot learn, 
selected this abbey for the place of his retirement, and covered 
an open cell in one of the upper apartments, with fragments of 
tombs and coffins, to protect himself against the inclemencies of 
the weather. He sometimes associated with the neio'hbours, 
and obtained such a reputation for sanctity, that the sur;oundillg 
peasants used to slJPply him with food, till at last it was discovered 
that the hOly man wa~ given to solitary whisky indulgences, and 
that he was seen reelmg amongst the graves, and apostrophizing 
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the' bones that lay scattered in the aisles;' ill consequence of 
which the superstitious veneration of the good people', of Kil­
larl~eydiminished, and in one night the eremite disappeared, 
havmg previously declared his intention of retiring to a cell 
upon the rock of Lisbon. 1 remember in Devonshire a letter'­
~alTier who, in consequence of a disappointment 'of the heart 
Jl1 'early life, never shaved, and always lived opon l'aw meat. 

Mucfllss lake lies expanded below the garden very beautifully. 
From the cottage we proceeded to the Turk cascade, which falls 
from the Devil's Punch-bowl, a supposed volcanic crater, UpOll 
the summit of Mangertol1 mountain. Of the heautyof this 
fall I could not' judge, as it was supplied with but little water 
when I saw it. The visitor of Killarney will be applied to by 
the people who belong to the boats which are kept for visiting 
the lakes: the ex pence of hiring them, the charge of the boat­
men, French horns, victualin'g them, powder for the petteraro, 
generally amounts to about nine guineas,by the time all 
the lakes are visited. I speak only from information, for the 
polite attention I received prevented me from stating, it with 
the certainty of experience. All the boats belongto Lord Ken:' 
mare, as lord of the lakes. In conseqllenceof the sudden squallS 
that frequently blow, 110 saih are permitted, ' 

Upon the weather clearing up about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, we rode to Ross Castle to take 'watt!r, where Colonel 
Heyland's boat and six men and a bugle were waiting for us. 
The road to the castle runs thr9ugh a bog, and is rather dreary. 
The castle is picturesque, and Jorms a barrack for a company of 
soldiers; it stands in Ross Island, the largest in the lake, about 
a mile in length, almost covered with evergreens, and abounding 
with copper and lead mines. This castle was formerly a l'oyal ' 
residence, or rather the seat of the Joros of the Lakes, who 
assumed, the title of Kings. The family of 0' Donahue was 
the last that bore this title. As we stopped to look at the castle, 
one of the people belongillg to it presented me with a copper 
two shillings and sixpenny piece, \\ hieh had been found with 
others of the same coin in Ireland, arid which were coined, 
and forced into short-lived circulation, during the distresses of 
J ames the Second in Ireland. 

The lower l~ke seemedto .. be spotted'with an archipelago of 
islmlds. We proceeded to lnnisfallen, one of the largest and. 
most beautiful of them.. It is a lawn containing about seventeen 
acres of the richest verdure, fenced with rock; a path flI!1S 

round the island, overarehed with trees of the most luxuriant 
growth. The holly, beech., and yew abound l;ere, and grow 
to prodigious size and beauty. 1 saw a holly WIth two sorts of 
leaves, oile prickly and the other smooth; they were called male 

1 
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and female leaves; . and another was eleven feet and a half in 
circumference. From one point we saw before us the vast 
mountains of Glenaa and Toomish, towering into the clouds, 
which were contrasted by the softer scenes of the wooded shores 
of Ross· Island. 

THE BED OF HONOUR. 

At one extremity of Innisfallen, ollr guide took great paills 
lQ.shew us a hollow rock,which is called the bed of honour, 
and is said to possess a charm against sterility in women. 

,Amongst brambles and briars we found the remains of a small 
abbey, foundcd at the close of the sixth century. According 
to the annals of Munster, A.' D. II SO, this abbey and ground 
were esteemed a paradise and a secure sanctuary, in which the 
treaslires o( the whole country were occasionally deposited with 
its clergy. On the north-east point, near the landing-place, i~ a 

· small building:, supposed to have been a chapel, now used by 
· visitors to dine in. The ledges of rocks which environ this 

wilderness of sweets, are romantic beyond imagination: they 
were richly carpeted to their very edges with verdurep which 

· cover their angles and unevenness; and they support, without 
any appearant nourishment, the richest ~hnibs and trees. In 
some places these rocks present the most rugge.d and fantastic 
little' bays, in others they had the graceful appearance of pe.,. 
destal~ of poli~hed marble. '. 

O'SULLIVAN'S CASCADE, 

Upon leaving this enchanting spot, we crossed over to O'Sul­
livan's cascade, a mountain stream roaring down a rocky 'channel 
on the side of (nenaa. '" e were conducted through a winding 
unequal path, deeply over~hadowed "ith trees, which lessened 
as we approached the fall, upon which the sun shone brilliantly; 
the leafless branch of a blasted oak stretched half across it; its 
rebounding foam, white as the driven 5nO\,v, spread as it were a 
muslin veil over the light green of the shrubs which crowned 
the summit of the fall, and the gray and moss-covered rocks, 
over which the descending waters roared to the lake. Upon our 
return, I was informed that Glenaa was till lately enlirely clothed 

, with the finest woods. 
I.et me here caution those who 'visit the lakes againsthavinO' 

turf or Kilkenny-coal fires in their bed:cfoOll1s; by the forme~ 
I had nearly perished. in the night by suffocatioll, and the laHc-\, 
has more than once proved htal. 
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THE QUARTgR-SESSTONS. 

The next morning 1 attended the quarter-sessions, at which a 
barrister presided. At this meeting the character of the people 
was strikingly developed. The greatest good humour prevailed in 
the court, which was a large naked room, with a quantity of turf 
piled up in one corner of it. Every face looked animated; 
scarcely allY decorum was kept, but justice was expeditiously, 
and I believe substantially, administered by the barrister, who 
is addressed ,by that name, and who appeared to be perfectly 
competent to the discharge of his judicial duties. He was 
elevated above the rest. A fellow, like everyone of his 
countrymen in or out of court, loving law to his soul, projected 
himself too forward to hear a CHuse which was proceeding ;, the 
officer of the court, who, like the bell of Peeping Tom of 
Coventry, made a horrible- noise by endeavouring to keep 
silence, struck this. anxious unlucky wight a blow on the he~d 
with a long pole, almost sufficiently forcible to have felled· ail 
ox; the fellow rubbed his head, all the ass,embly broke out in 
a loud laugh, in which .the object of their mirth could not 
rcsist joining. Instead of cOtlIl~el, solicitors pleaded: one of 
them was examining a rustic, a witness on behalf of his client, 
when 1 entered; the poor fellow suffered answers unfavourable 
to the party for whom he appeared to escape him; upon which, 
after half a dozen im precattons, the solicitor threw the Testament 
on which he had been sworn at his head: a second laugh fol­
lowed. Anot/ler fellow swore backwards and forwards ten times 
in about as many minutes, and when ever he was detected in the 
most abominable perjury, the auditor was thrown into convulsions 
of merriment. The barrister held in his hands, not the !!cales of 
justice, but. a little brass machine for weighing shillings" and 
.which was in frequent requisition upon the judicial-seat, for 
ascertaiulng the due weight of fees paid into court-another 
proof of the injurious effects of the wretched state of the cir­
culating medium! 
. The low lrish are not only frmd of law, b~lt are capable of 
making shre~d remarks upon the administration.of justice. 
J\1allY years SI.nce, a gentleman of consequence and wterest was 
tried at the assizes of Galway for murder"and, notwithstanding 
the clearest evidence of the fact, the jury acquitted hiro. Soon 

. afterwards, as some gentlemen werc standing at a large window 
. at Lucas's coffee-house, much resorted to ill those days, situateti 
exactly where the exchange n?w is, a c~imillal was ~arried 
past to be executed: upon which they sald-" What 18 that 
fellow going to be hanged for?" A lQW fellow who was passil)J 
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by, and overheard the question, looked, up' and said: Ie PIaze 
your honours! for want of a Gahoayjlll'!J." , , ' , 

Upon' our arrival at Dunloe Castle, We f0l-uid our horses 
ready saddled, and we immediately proceeded to a frightful 
scene of desolation, called the Gap, about three miles distalit. 
It is a hideous pass throilgh two 'prodigious mountairis of barren 
rock and masses of stone, which looked as if all the rubbish of 
the creation, ',after the" g'reat Creator had cOlnpleted his work, 
had been collected together. From the summit of one of the 
sides, the Purple 'mountain, as it is called, capped with clouds, 
and the lIpper lake, are seen. Although there is scarcely soil 
sufficient to 110\;trish a blade of grass, yet a little sl1loke which 
w.e saw, denoted' that, Up OIl the craggy cliffs, a few wretched 
cabins were scattered. The only animated being, except the 
individuals who composed our party, \\'~s a poor labourer, 
who, at a giddy depth, was quarrying slate. 
" In the woods neal' the castle, we passed by some of its towers 

and apartments, which the canllons of Cromwell, and the rending 
hand of time, bad laid prostrate. The part that retains its 
perpendicularity still prtJserves the dignified name of a €astle, 
although it has only one room on a floor, and many of-the family 
are obliged to be accommodated in oUl-offices. I should think 
the castle, like many others which 1 saw in lrelanel, must have 
been small: very few" can -have been places of defence. The 
pride of the ancient Irish gentry induced them to dignify their 
residences with the naule of castles; that of a house, which is 
now so much the fashion in Englaild, that every citizen's snug 
little box, with for~1j yards square of shrubbery, flowers, and 
kitchen-garden, bears the -pompolls'llame, was called in Irish, by 
way of contempt, clahane, ora heap of stones. 

"When I learned that there were five-and-tw~nty licensed 
whisky~shops in Killarney, I Was not surprised to hear that one 
of the candlesticks had been stolen from the altar of the Roman 
catholic chapel there. 

There is a noble school for catholic children at Killarney. 
'Vhen they are old enough to quit the seminary, they are ardently 
sought after as servants, as well by protestant as catholic families, 
on account of the irreproachable conduct of those who have 
been educated there: this is one amongst many powerful 
instances ;which may be adduced, to prove that the great' object 
of the IrIsh government ought to be the illumination of the minds, 
?f the lower orders, wi~hout aiming at proselytism. Religion, let 
It embrace whatever faith It may, and education, must inevitably 
create a love of social order; superstition andiO'noranc~ must 
ever engender a spirit which is h03tile to it. Roow ,many yearS 
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are to roll away in storm and bloodshed, before this plain, but 
important, truth sball he admitted or acted upon? 

lYIr. Carr concludes his account of the lakes with some ad- . 
ditional anecdotes of Irish pleasantry; 

IRISH MAGNANIMITY. 

Beforf> we quit Killarney, I cannot resist laying before my 
readei' an instance of generosity and humanity with which he will 
be charmed, and which was displayed by the colonel of the very 
regiment I have mentioned. 

In the season of ]787, as the present Lord Castlereagh, then 
Mr. Steward, ,vas el~oying the pleasure of an aquatic excursipn 
with his schoolfellow and fi'iend, ,Mr. Sturrock, near Castle­
Steward, the seat of his lordship's father, the Earl of London­
derry, unaccompanied by any other person, a violent squall .of 
wind upset the boat, at the distance of two miles at least from 
shore. Lord Castlereagh, who was an excellent swimmer, re­
collecting that Mr. Sturrock could not swim, immediately on 
the boat sinkit:lg, directed his attention to his friend', swam to. 
him, placed a piece of a broken oar under his breast, recom­
mended him, with the most encouraging composure and pre­
sence of mind, to remain as long as he could on this piece of 
timber, and when fatigued to turn himself on his back, which 
he shewed him how to effect by placil)g himself in that position. 
He continued swil:nming near his n-i~nd, occasionally raising his 
hands, in the hope that some one might discover their perilous 
situation. Mr. Sturrock, father to the young friend of Lord 
Castlereagh, and Mr. Clealand, his lordship's tutor, had been 
looking at the boat previous to the squall, which they had taken 
shelter from in a temple in the gardens of Mount Stewa,rd. Upon· 
the storm subsiding these gentlemen quitted the place, immedi­
ately missed the boat" and concluded that she was lost. 1\1ost 
providentially they found in the harbour a small boat, into which 

, they sprung, with feelings which it would be in vain to describe, 
and after rowing with all their vigour for a mile and a half, they 
at last discovered, as the waves rose and fell, a hat, and not far 
from it a hand waving; they redoubled their exertion, and came 
up to Lord Castlereagh~ who implored them not to mind him, 
but instantly to go to his companion. « Never mind me," said 
his lorship, "for God's sake go to Sturrock, or he will be lost; 
leave me, I thin,k I can support myself till you return." They 
accordingly left him, and arrived at the critical moment when 
his young friend had just risen, after sinking the first time, and 
seizing him by his hair, they drew him quite senseless and ex­
hausted into the boat-another minute, and all would have been 
over. They then returned to his lordship J and rescued him also. 

CARR.) L 
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I leave the reader to imagine the alternate agony and joy· ,,·hich 
must have characterized the whole of ,this awful and impressive 
scene. 

POPULATION OF IRELAND.-

That the population of Ireland hal? illc~eased no one .can 
doubt. Mr. Whitelaw informs me that, from such observatlOlls 
as he has been able to make, from a few trials on a small scale, 
and from the observations of intelligent friends,' he is induced 
to believe that it does not fall short uf five millions, but does 
liot exceed it, as some writers have asserted; whilst otl!ers ha~e 
confined it to three milliolls only. I place great confidence III 
Mr. Whitelaw's statement. 

The relative proportion of ~qlla!·e miles, and of population, 
betwe~n England and Ireland, 15 as follows: 

Englana contains 49,450 square miles. 
Ireland 27,457 ditto. 
England contains 9,.343,578 persons; 

or 189 ditto to 'one square mile. 
Ireland cont~ins &,000,000 persons; 

01" •. l8S \- lOth to one square mile. 
I have already mentiolled the difficulty of ascertaining the 

pOpllkttioll of Ireland with accuracy. Sir William Petty, who 
wrote in the reign of Charles II., estimated the population of 
Ireland at one million only. His situation as physician to the 
army in that country, and bis long residence-- there, must have 
afforded him tolerable opportunities of judging. The number 
who perished in the rebellions of 1798 and 1803 is supposed 
not t.o have. exceeded twenty thousand men; but it must elier 
remain a matter of- conjecture. The population of Ireland, and 
consequently its agricultural improvements, 111I1St have received 
severe checks at various eras. The war of H141, which lasted 
elevep. years, and the plague alld famine wIJich accompanied it, 
destroyed six hundred and e!~hY-llille thousand perspns; and, 
in 1~5~, Dublin. was obliged to import provisions from Wales; 
and, about forty years Sill <.'e , coru to the amount of 380,0001. 

To no country uncler heaven has nature been more bountiful 
than to Irel~tl(l, and in few countries have her bounties beeu 

. Jess tasted by'those for \,.tlOm they were destined. Her history 
presents, the Zloomy picture of man opposing'the happil)ess of 
man. 

CAUSES OF POPUI,ATION. 

The causes which promote population, savs our alltho,', have 
he en ably ascertained to COllSist in a mild at;d equitable govern­
ment, abundance of food, frequency of marriage, a . .salubrious 

1 . 
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clirn.ate, favourable to health, generation, and long life, to which 
I thlHk the absence of Engli~h poor-l~ws may ,be added. Under 
these propitiou!/ circllrnstance~,population will double in le~s 
than twenty years. What would the population of Ireland have 
been, if her politital happiness had been commensurate with 
~er physical adval)tage~? What may not such a country become 
In the space. of twenty years, under the fostering care of a wise 
and beneficent government? 

The retarding causes which affect the population of Russia, 
prevent it from doublmg itself in less than forty-nine years. The 
amazing populatiou of China has been attributed to the expenees 
atteuding the marriage stale being so inconsiderable. A little 
rice, some raw cotton, or other ma:terial~, for clothing, and a cou­
ple of mats, form almost all the furniture of an ordinary Chinese 
hOll.~e. The lower orders of Chinese are, I believe, more 
wretched than the lower Irish. Weare credibly informed, that 
thousands of families live perpetually in little fishing-boats upon 
canais and rivers, and that tbey frequently subsist bY'fishing up 
the nastiest garbJge thrown overboard from an European ship. 
In Ireland there are scarcely greater checks to marriage amongst 
the lower orders, than there are in the sexual intercourse of . 
animals. If the condi.tion of the lrish peasantry were improved, 
1 do not see that population could suffer. . . 

When Ollr militia regiments weTe in Ireland during the re­
pellion, the numbers of' the married men amongst the Irish re­
giments were astOllishingly greater than those of the same de­
scription in the English regiments, to the no small and frequently 
jocose surprise of the Irish soldier. Sir William. Petty well 
observes, that " fewness of people is real poverty; and a na­
tion wherein are eight millions of people, is. more than twice 
as rich as the same scope of lane! wherein are but four." Mon­
tesquieu quaintly ~alls population " une immense mamifactul'e." 
I can confidently assert, that is is a manufacture well calculated 
to flourish in ireland. 

VIEW OE CORK • 

.As we approached Cork the view became very fine, the river 
Lee wiilding·to the Cove, a country on each side well cultivated, 
and dotted with villas; the city, its superb barracks, the Mar­
dyke walk, extending a mile under the shade of elms, the new 
goal, which has a noble appearance,. and the shipping, presented 
an u'ncommonly rich, varied, and picturesque prospect. Cork 
is the second city in Ireland, and if ships of above two hundred 
tons were not obliged to unload at Passagr.:, five miles and a half 
from Cork, it would be 0ne of the finest port towns in the 
world. In times of peace the flags of every nation may be seen 
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waving in her harbour, called the Cove, now protected by a fort, 
built on the great island below, commanding the haven, which 
is perfectly safe, and capnole of affording complete protection 
to the whole navy of England from every willd that blows. 
Ships from England, bound to all parts of the West Indies, put 
in here; and in one year, in pacific times, no less than two 
thousand 'vessels hsve floated upon its bosom. 

In the city are three convents; two of the .order of the Pre­
sentation, devoted entirely to the instruction of poor female 
children, mid one called the Ursuline; for the education of fe­
males in the higher ranks of life, but in ,,'hich poor children are 
also sometimes instructed. 

The barracks are upou an immense scale, and very superb: 
they'stan!1 upon a rocky mountain, and command the city, and 
'all the beautiful scenery of the surrounding country. The c.ity 
stands upon several islands formed by the river Lee, which are 
handwmely banked and quayed in. Several streets have been 
gained from the river, aud are built like the Adelphi, upon 
arches: the shops are well supplied, and many of them are 
elegant. The Mardyke walk,is very beautiful: from this spot 
I made a sketch of the city. It has many very handsome hou-
ses, and the society is refined and elegant. . 

In the centre of the parade, which is very spacious; there is 
an equestrian statue of George the Second; it is of stone, and 
painted yellow, and has nothing belonging to it worthy of further 
notice. 

CI-IA R1TABLE INSTITUTIONS ·AT CORK. 

The Lying-in Hospital here at first did not answer, on ac­
connt of excited pr~judice; it is now, however, in spme degree 
of es1!imation among the lower orders. Attached to the South 
Infirmary, a lock 'ward and a penitentiary house are now built, 
and will soon be fit for the reception of reformed prostitutes. 
'rtICre is also a charitable repository. The.Mayor and Sheriffs' 
Cbarity is an institution that affords the Stlm of two hundred 

. pounds per annum, in small sums, to aged or distressed freemen, 
towards their stlpport. The Foundling Hospital is well sup­
ported by a tax on coals. There are also several Alms-houses. 
The Blue and Green-Coat Hospitals are established for the in­
struction of children reconlmended by aldermen. There are 
also, in every parish, schools for the instruction of poor chil­
dren. The Schools of Indust]'y are very justly entitled to the 
support they meet with, where poor children are rescued from, 
the fatal habits of idleness, beggary, and thieving, and are 
taught to readuud write, and are made acquainted with such, 
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works as may habituate them to industry, and enable the!ll to 
provide for themselves, with advantage to 50ciety. . 

The country and city House of Industry at Cork is w"e1t 
. worthy the notice of a traveller; although the mixture of the 
obj\Octs of punishment ant! charity, within its pale, is objec­
tionable, yet upon the whole it does honour to the humal1ityof 
th~ city. Against this mixture, which obtains almost ill every 
large town and city in Ireland, except Dublin, too solemn a 
protest cannot be entered. The first objects which presented 
themselves were the vilest prostitutes of the city and incorrigible 
young offenders; the former amounted to eighty-two, each of 
whom had a chain and log fastened upon one leg; ~hey were 
without shoes or stockings, but that is no ·grievance, for in aU 
human probability they never wore either, or only during the 
more fortunate vicissitudes· of life; but they were wretchedly 
clad, being allowed no prison dress, which, in my humble 
opinion, upon the principles of humanity alid even uf justice. 
ought to be supplied: excepting a few of the other classes 
mentioned, the lest in this division of the building were decayed 
housekeepers, male and female, amounting in all to two hundred 
and thirty two persons. I found the (;harity and prison allowance 
liberal, consisting of meat, stirabout, milk, and potatoes, 
varied on different days. In another part of the building [saw 
the idiots and illilane, amounting to one hundred and eight; 
the former were very few; the latter appeared to have every kind 
and soothing attention paid to them; formerly they used to rull 
about the streets unattended. The wards, though too confined, 
were remarkably clean, and there was not. as in "England, that 
highly improper intercourse of convalescents with subjects of 
violent frenzy. This institution is supported by preselltments, 
and charitable donations. 

The Old Gaol is a shocking place, having no yard, and the 
prisoners looked very unhealthy; they were not ironed. I was 
surprised to tind· that the.\' were not removed to the New Prison, 
which, although Hot finished,· had many apartments fit to receive 
them. This gaol is one of the finest 1 ever saw; only its guard, 
and bars and bolts, could have prevented me fro,1ll mistaking it 

! for a new and noble mansion. It starids a Jittl~ way out of 
the city in a most healthy and beautiful situation. The passages 
and cells were spacious, secure, and healthy; the arrangemel1t 
of the building appeared to embrace every object \\ hich hu­
manity could desire: it is capable of holding froUl,five to six 
hundred prisoners. 

The inhabitants of this, like those of every other city, arc 
disposed to exaggerate its population, which they estimato at 
nearly one hUlldred and twenty thousand; but most of the 
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Roman 'Catholic clergymeo, and the rcsderit physicians who 
have the best means of information, av~rage it ut about one 
}umdred thousand: the mode usually adopted ,of grounuing the 
calculation upon the llumbel' of hOllse~, is very fallacious, not 
only with respect to this, but every other'city in the southern 
and western provinces, and generally throughout Ireland, where 
the poorer c1as;;es are compressed into a space which is shocking 
to humanity: in s~veral lalJes in Cork, the walls of a small 
wretched Ilabitation, frequently enclose upwards of fifty persons. 
Limeric, and I am told Galway, exhibit similar instances of 
crowded population; and hence have arisen the gross errors of 
those who have formed their e~timate of population upon the 
returns of the hearth-money and tax-gatherers. 

The population of Cork bas increased five-fold since the 
reign_of Cbarles the Second, and has received, notwithstanding 
the counteractive effects of war, and the decline of manufactures 
in tbe south, an augmentation of at least ten thousand inhabit­
ants \'\> ithin the space of, ten years. 

Corl{ exports more beef, tallow, hides, butter, fish, and 
otl1er provisions, than Belfast, ViT aterford, or Limerick; her 
other exports are linen cloth, pork, calves, Iambs, rabit­
skins, wool for England, linen, and woollen yarn and worsted.· 
The slaughtering season commences in September, and con­
tinues to the latter end of J auuary, during which time it has 
been computed that no less than one hundred thousand head of 
black cattle have been killed and'cured. 

The provision-trade has not been carried on for these last 
tllree or four years with the same spirit, and to the same exteut, 
as formerly, owing in a great measure to the business havillg 
become more general in the other sea-ports of Ireland th~n 
before: yet a much larger quantity of provision 'MIS made up in 
Cork last season than the year preceding; but if it be considered 
that the greater portion was illtellded for the use of government, 
l~nd that the price of cattle has been much too high in prupor­
tIOn to tbe prices allowed by gOvt'rnment for the manufactured 
provisions, it may easily be inferred that the trade could 1I0t be 
yery productive to thilse concerned., -

The price of land in the neighbourhood of this city varies 
from three pound to ten POlllld per acre of English statute 
measure. 

UpOll the banks of the river, and tow~rds the harbour's 
m.ollth __ on account of the corivenience for bathing, the land, 
WlthOllt lJein;~ rich, is very high in value. Within the&e Jast 
ten years rent has tripled: the price of labour ill this part of 
.Ireb~1d has advanced greatly within these few yeers; but the 
comfort;,ol the lUWt,!" orders have not" grown \vith its growth," 
1Il con~equence of the prices of the llecessaries of life leepj'l:; 
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E:qual pace with the adi'm'lces of wages, which in these parts 
are n.ow from sixteen-pence to eighteen-pence per day. 

TIllage in the immediate neighbourhood of Cork, and in the 
~outh parts of the country, has been latterly much promoted, 
In 'consequence of the breweries and distilleries consuming 
such an immense quantity of barley and oats; wbilst the large 
quantity of \\ heat and flour used in the market, both for hOllle 
consumption and export, has greatly excited the farmers to the 

,cultivation of the fomier. The rigorolls exaction of the 
, hearth-money tax has beeu muc;;h complained of amongst the 

POOl', but as the legislatlfre is about to annul it, all farther com-
ment would be unnecessary. ' , 

The relative proportion of catholics to protestant'S in this 
and in all the cities of Munster, is full four to one; in the 
interior of the country it is ten to one; almost all the common 
people are of the first description, as well as the respectahle 
merchants of the citv. 

Under the term p~'otestants are comprehended all :;eparatists 
from the catholic communion : the estaLlished church in 
this part of Ireland has very few folloyvers; the Methodists, 
on the contrary, are rapidly increasing. 

Although catholic landholders in this cOllnty are not very 
numerous at present, as the character' of the city is purely 
commercial, no doubt the catholic lauded interests will be mucb 
extended, by catholics iuvesting their fortune in fllinre ill the 
purchase of land. ' 

The bridewell is an old building: I found it clean, and 
occupied only'by two refractory apprentices. The market for 
fish, meat, and ·vegetables, is admirably constructed and 
profusely supplied. The Irish excel us in the architectural 
arrangements of these' buildings. Provisions were as under: 
the best beef and mutton at fourpence PE!r lb. a couple of ducks 

'one shilling, a tnrky half-a-crown, ;md a'haresixpeHce. In the 
,shambles 1 met the mayor, distinguished by a cocked hat and 
golden chain, actively engaged in preventing frauds, and·preserv-

'iug order. For the support of this office, five hund~ed 
pounds per annum is appropriated out of the city revemues, 
amounting annually to three thousand pounds. Thecivil 
government of the city is vested ill this magistrate, a recorder, 
and sheriffs, Cork is also the see of a bishop, who has a 
palace here, There is a ~mall ne~t theatre, but there were .no 
performers when 1 was III the cIty. At the great cattle.falrs, 
no woman with a red cloak is permitted to appear; a regulation 
wich arose from the following very extraordinary circumstance, 
which a gentleman of great respactibility assured me was true. 
At a great cattle fair in this county a herd of oxen was so 
frightened by the red cloak of an old woman} that-they ran off 
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~ith the greatest fury, and descended a slope of ground with 
such veloeity, as to break clown part of the park 'wall of a 
nobleman. 

KILKENNY THEATRICALS. 

f( At Kilkenny I found quite a jubilee-bu~tle in the streets, and 
elegant equipages driving about in all directions. The aunual 
theatricals of this delightful little town had attracted a great 
number of fashionables from DuJ)Iin and the surrounding 
country. .These dramatic amusements, varied by races, balls, 
and concerts, are supported by gentlemen of nmk and fortune, 
for the purpose of converting the result of a highly intellectual 
and social gratification into a permanent source of relief for 
those who l are sinking under want and. misery : to the eternal 
honour of Ireland be it spoken, that this sentiment is a prevail­
irig one. The character of an Irish gentleman may be ilescribed 
in these words, gaiety and ge'nerosity. The theatricals of 
Kilkenny last about a month, and at the end generally- leave a 
balance, after deducting the expences of the house, dresses not 
included, of two hundred pounds, which is applied to charitable 
purposes: . one hundred and· forty pounds have been received 
in one night. The theatre, which i3 the private property of the 

. gentlemen who perform, is small and elegant, and the whole, 
except the back of a gallery, is laid out into boxes, the admission 
to which is six shillings. Over the proscenium of the stage is 
written the following elegant and expressive motto, from 'the pen 
of General Taylor: "Whibt we smile, we soothe 'affliction." I 
Saw Hef.l~y,the Forth performed: the principal character~ were 
admirably supported, and the dresses were uncommonly superh. 
Lord' Mountjoy appeared. one night in a dress valued at eight 
thousand pounds.' The female performers were engaged from 
the Dublin sfage~The house V\"aS (To\\'ded, and enabled me to 
speak,;with confidence of the heauty.and elegance of the higher 
orders of Irish ladies. The principal characters at these 
theatricals are supported by Mr. H. Power, Mr. Lyster, Mr. 
R.Lar)g"l:\se, Lord Mountjoy, &c." 

From the copious analysis which we have given of this 
work, our readers will be enabled to appreciate the great 
merit of ,he original. It is certainly the most able and inter­
esting vindication of the J rish character, which has issued from 
the.press in these times of national partiality; andw'e are happy 
to ··learn, that the author has lately received the honorary 
reward of knighthood, as a recompense for his liheral opi1lions ; 
while his book has experienced a ve"ry ·extensive circulation, 
thrcughoutthe united kingdom. 

END OF CARR'S STRANGER IN lHELAND. 
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,Institutions, pnblic, account of the 
principal at Lyons, 10.--Institutions 
public, account of some, 31-Jews' 
Oriental, account of them at Mar: 
seilies, 45. . ' 

Language, pTovinc)al~ specimens of 
36.-Lazaretto, the, and its inter~ 
na1 regulations, 75.-Lyons, it.s site 
topo?raphy, necessity of making 
prevtOUS a~reemellt~ for board a~d; 

lodging at tbe-inns., &c. '1; state of 
it~ manufactUl'es bef!>re. and since 
the revol11tion, 9. ' . 

Mandrier, St. interesting descriplioll 
of the peninsula, 55.-MarseiJIes, 

: si~uation and survey of the town, 17; 
clImate, &c. 18; its trade and com­
merce, 25; vicinity of the town, 26; 
exports and impol·ts, 28; character 
of the inhabitants, 38.-Marseilles, 
account of the islands of, 46.-Ma­
nufac~ories, their comparative state 
before and since the revolution, 28. 
-Menton ,picturesque appearance 
of this opulent town, account of it, 
&c. 66.-Mistral, its origin explain­
ed, 20. 

Ni~za, 'view o.f the country round, 64; 
tts trade, chmate, &c. 65. . 

Original, curious description of an, 1:3. 

Policy of different nations, remarks of 
aFrenchman Oil the,5.--Phainicians 
probably the first inhabitants of 
Marseilles, 26_--Provisions, remarks 
on. their price and quality at Mar-
setUes, 2 J. _ 

Quarantine! regli lations respecting it 
at Mal'seIiles, 67, & seq. jtsperform_ 
ances, &c. 73. 

Robbers, entertaining anecdotes -rela.­
tive to, 15. 

Saussure, h!s explanation of the origin 
of .the IDlstral at Matseilles, '20.­
ShlpS .gusceptio!e of the infection by 

plague,,71.-Susceptibles see Ships 
susceptib Ie. ' , . 

ThuIis, Madame, sketch of her amiable 
character, 35.-ToUlon, arrival, to_ 
pog~aphical details, 50.--Trade, the 
mant!m!'!, of Marseilles, account of, 
?8.- rravellers, rules for such as 

~~~nd, to visit the south of France, 

Villafranca, appearance of th~ COUll' 

try ;;IroUlld, 6". 



INDEX TO THE TOUR THROUGH RUGEN. 

AGRICULTURE" sketch of its 
present state, its produce, &c. 12.­
Agriculture, g,enerai remru:k,s Cln 

the, 62.-Animais, domestic and 
wild, ~ccount of the, 12.~Anti­
qui ties nea,r Veuz, account of some, 
37,-Archltecturc, rural, wretched 
state of the; 16,-Al'kona, beau­
tiful prospect of th,e surrounding 
cou?try, 44.-Ass"ran~e society 
agaInst fire, nature of its esta­
blishment, 21. 

Ba:y:s and creeks, account 'of -the prin­
cipal, 8.-Bergen, view of. the 
cOlln~ry arOll nd, 38.-Bergen, its si­
tuation, popnlation, &c. 63.-Borg­
wall, account of the ancient,53.­
Burghers, their conditioH not infe­
rior to that of others in different 
countries, 19. ' 

Clergy, genel";' statement of' their 
condition, 18. 

D.amask weavers, ingenuity of these 
people in Gingst, 36.-Dubber­
worth" tradition respecting the ori­
gin oj' the, 50. 

'Forest trees not very abundant, 10; 
specification of the prinCipal sorts, 
11 . ....,.Flax from RugE!n inferior in 
quality to that from Pomerania, 12. 

Gadike,cbief of the pirates, particu­
lars of, 51.-Geese, tbeir superior 
qualilY in, Rugen and, Pomerania, 
14.-Gingst, excursion from this 
place ill to the vicinity, 34; deserip­
tion of the market-town, 35.­
Hackert, P. cuitivati011, of his ta­
lents for painting, 38.~Hackflrt, 
T~marks"on some pictures by, 4<3.­
Haddocks, s()]ne singular ones de­
scribed; 53.-rliddensee, tra,ution 
respecting its separation ffom the 
continent, 40; particulars of the 
isle, 41; character of the inhabit­
ants, 4S.-Haf convent, its first 
IIstablishment, &c. 42. 

" ," , . 

Jasmund, general survey of thepeniD-
. sula,-of, 49, 55. ' 

Ring's seat, . .grand view from the, 5'2. 
-Kosegarten, Dr. short accoliBt 
of, 45.' , . -

Laud@wWedde, account of the; 33.­
Lanken, beaully ,of the co_try 
near, fYI. ' 

Minerals, their general scarcity in the 
isle of Rugen, 10.-Moncbgat, tour 
to the country of, 57; its geQ~ra­
phicar situationJ &c. 58; man~ers; 
and ~ustoms of the inhabitants, 39. 

Nobility, remarks on the character~f 
the, 17. 

Oeke, bdef remarks ~n the isle of, 39. 

Peasantry of Rugen, general charac­
teristic of the, liW.-PhenomeooQ 
description of ,j,' remarkable on~ 
previous to a storm, 9.~Pira.tes,,ac:. 
count of those ct\lebrated, 51. 

Population, amolint of the, 16.­
. Pulitz, visit to the channing iSland 

of',49. 
Roads, state of the I'oads in general, 

29.-Rugal·d, account of the, 48.­
Rugen, origin of its name, its scite. 
&c.5; geographica,i statements, 1.5.-

Sagard, palticulars of, the market­
town, 54.-Shipwrecks, regulations 
issued in cases oe, 2:J.-St~]'tbecker 
'account of the robber, !jJ.-Stuh:' 
benkammer, description, of the ce­
lebra.ted, 51, and seq,uel.,.... Vandal 
grM'es, observations on, 6J.-Vas­
sals" sevel'ity of their duty., 4,2.-":' 
Vegetation, gellcraJ snr-vey of the, 9~, 

Wedde, signification of the word; 2'5. 
'Vedding,in Monehgut" cel:emolliliS 
attending jt, 60.-Wittow, the pe". 
ninsula of, described, 46.-Wohr, 
ker-hills, de,scription of the, 47.­
Woods" scarce in Rugen, 10. 
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JNDEX TO HELM's TRAVELS. 

A1HPO'Ns,'the, ,'account of their 
manners, &c.57.-America, South, 
flatural curiosities of, 84.-Antisa­
rna, account of the mountain of, 89. 
America, Spanish, accur!lte division 
of, 40-exports and imports, 42, 45. 

:Buenos Ayres, its geographical situa­
tion, population, &c. ~.,-Iluenos 
Ayres, geueral observations rel"ting 
to, .'37.-B11enos Aryes, account of 
,the pl'ovince of, 61-;-the town, M. 

()hareas, division of its provinces, 4,5. 
Chili, particulars of the viceroyalty 
of, 68, 76.-Cordova, its situaLion, 
trade, &c. 12'.-CordilJeras,joul'Oey 
over the, difficulties attending it, 17. 
Creole, general character of the, 13. 
Corregidories, account' of several, 
47.-Cusco, sketches of thisfonner 
capital of Peru, 27. 

Deserts of Peru, 87. 
FideIes, a term for converted Indians, 

their character, 18. 
Guanvavelica, 'immense richness of 

J the mines tliere, disgraceful igno­
rance of the, Spaniards iu working 
them, 31.-Gypsies, see GaudeTois. 
Gauderois, their resemblance to the 
Gypsies in Europe, JO. 

Helm, M. his honest views connteract­
ed by avarice and ignorance, 5~. 

IndiaJls, the wild, character of, th~ir 
treatment hy the Spaniards, 11.­
Jago, tit. detail,; of the corrgidory 
and town of, 74.-Jauricocha, pro­
digiolAS mass of rich ore in tbe moun­
tain, S6.-Jesmts, history of their 
establishment in Paraguay, 54, 57. 

Lima, survey of the city, hs environs, 
&c. 52, its former compared with 
its present, !33.-Lima, its situation, 
interior of t.he town, &c. 81.-La 
Croix; his generous'views thwarted 
'by ignoran('c, 33.-La Pas, short 
account of the mountain, ~5. 

Madelaine, river of, 87.-Mountains, 
prinl'ipal, in South' America, 85.­
Mines, 1J,gt of those in the vice 
royalty of La Plata, 14.-Miues, 
overseers, tbeir cabals and cahlmny 
respecting M. Helm, :l'7.-Mines, 
t~eir 3st~nlsh;ng produ('e according' 
to the authent.ic rr~isters of the 

mints, 58.-Mining'" general re­
marks and the ignorance in, 21.­
Musquetoes, \ iolence of their sting, 
29.-Monte Video, account of the 
town of, 65.-Manacicas, the, their 
government, customs, &c. 59 . ....:. 
Maxos, sketch of the pf<wince of, 
45.-Majos, neglected state of the 
n,nmerous rich veins of gold, &c. in 
the vicinity of, 19.-Money coined 
in South America"account of, 39. 

Ores, their richnes~ 'in the provinces 
of Almary, 29.-0nll"O, former 
opulence of this town, 24.-0stri­
ch"s, immenseftocks of in the plai'n 
df Pampas, 10. 

Plata, the, its formation and course,_ 
6L-Plata, vice-royalty of la; ac­
connt of the, 15.-Pampas, the im­
mense plain ,'of, r~markable for its 
innumerable he,ds of wild horses, 
oxen, &c. lO.-Peru, southern, see 
Clwrcas.-Pel'u, general observa­
tiOIlS relating to, ,3'1.-Paragna'y, 
its division, production, &c. 5.0.­
Peru, account of the vice-royalty 
of, '16, 82.-Potosi, remarks on the 
country in approac1Jillg, 20, ac­
count of the city itself, 21, misma­
nagement of the miues there, ib.­
Potosi, richneso of its mines, popu­
lation of the capital, &c. 4'7. 

Quito, sketch of this interesting 
province, 82.-Quito, appearance 
of the city of, in 1802, 88. 

Salta, its situation, trDnsit trade, Clll. 
ture ofthe inhabitants, Stc. 16.­
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, its produce, 
&c. 46.-Savages in South America, 
account of several natigns of, 57.­
Spain, her fruitleSS attempts to mo­
nopolize the tmqe of south Atnerica, 
4, I.-Spaniards, their base treat­
ment of the wild Indians, 1 1.­
Spaniards, their cruelty to the In­
dians,46. 

Tea, account of a herb used as, 52.­
Temperatme and vegetable pl'oduc­
tions of Peru, 90, 92.-Tigers, man­
ner of killing them in South Ame­
rica. 60. - Tucuman, disgraceful 
management of the mines at, 15.­
Tucuman, the' province of, its soil, 
mountains and rivers, 67, 6~ 



INDEX TO C:ARR's S'l'RANGER IN IRELA'ND. 

ADAIR, accounts of its ancient 
I'uins, &c. 72.-Arklow, account of 
the battlfl at, 38-Avondale delight. 
ful situation of, 36. ' . 

Barrett, Dr. sing~1ar anecdote of, 1'7. 
-Bed of honour, the, assel·ted to 
possess a charm against the sterility 
in womell, 78.-Beggars, character 
of the Irish,6.~13eUe Vue, grounds 
and structure at, 45.-Breakfast, 
description, of an irish, 51.­
Breeches, whiinsical effect of a pair 
of, 74.-Bogs ill Ireland, "the, in­
teresting remarks 011, 66.-Bolton, 
Mr. superiority of 'his manufacto­
ries over those of the· fo'rench, 2.­
Black Rock, beautiful scenery on 
the road to the, 24.-13ray, sketch 
of the town of, 32.-Bnndling, the 
custom of, described, 3. 

Cabin, interior of an Irish, 34, 60.­
Carriages, the Irish, des<;l'iptionof, 
4.-Castle at Dublin, description of 
the, 27.-Climate, observations on 
the, 4'7.-Clergy in Ireland; the, 
lamentable picture of, 8.-Castie­
reagh, lord, instance of his magna­
nimity, SI.-CatholicS, there pro­
portion to the protestants in many 
parts of Ireland, 8'7.-:-Qork, appe;lr­
,!nce of, 83. its institutions, &c. 84, 
increase of its populati9fl, since, 
the time of Charles II. 87. 

Dargle, the, description of tbis bean­
tiful glen, 31.~Devii's glen, gloo~y 
grandeur of the, 33.-DiJiner, re­
marks on its lUanagement, &c. 50 -
Diappointment, ludicrous, 37.­
Drawing-rooms, hish, elegant dis­
play of, 25.-Duelling, its decL'ease 
in Ireland, 54.-Dublin, history of 
the city of, 7; its population, pub, 
lic buildings, &c. 9.,.-.Dllblin Socje~ 
ty, ac.cOU)1t of its !Jemtents, 19.­
Dwyer, his remarkably long elusion 
of justice in the Devil'B glell, ,33. 

Education neglected among the lo\ver 
orders, 56. 

Fanatics, church militant, character 
of some, duritog the rebeHipB, 39. 

Genero~ity of an Irish rehel, 60.­
, <lentlemen, character of the Irish, 
. 53.-Glendaloch, particulars Fela-
ina- to, 42. ' . 

Highlanders, Scottish, their exemplary 
discipline in Ireland, 4O.-Hog, a 
term for a shilling in Ireland, 6.­
Hospitality not novel in Ireland, 36, 
50, 5r.-House of Industry at Lime­
rick, wretched state of the, '70.­
Husbandry, the Welch, bad ma­
nagement of, '2. - Howl, funeral, 
particulars of the, q8. 

Irish! . character of the low, 54;, their 
pl'lde, 61; their hardihood, 62; de­
gradation, 64.-lrish, snminaryof 
their character, 64.-Ireland, the 
ancient seat of science, IS. 

Killarney, sketch of the town and' its 
. beatiful environs, 75, 80. 

Ladies, curious relI)arks on their leg!', 
21.--Ladies, character of the Irish, 
52.-Lift'ey, beauty of the' bddges 
over the, 28.-Limel·ick, interesting 
remarks on, rD.-Literature, its pas­
sionate pursuit by the Irish, 49. 

Martello towers along the bay of Dub­
, lin, their inutility for defence, 25.-

. Mail-coaches in Ireland, their es­
tablishment, 15.-Middle-men, de. 
scription of the class of, 63.-':Mu­
cruss Abbey, its graceful ruiils de­
scribed, 75. 

Newgate·in Dublin, its site, internal 
arrangement, &<i. 26. . 

Prejadice, singular kind of, t5.-Pa­
latines, exemplary conduct of the, 
73.-Parliiunent House at Dublin, 
tbe late, des<ll'iption of this 1I0bie 
pile,. 14.~PeasaLlt, Irish, magna. 
nimity of an, 34.-Pepance, curious 
specimen of, for in~briety, 25.-Po­
.tatoes, their culture, S5.-Posting 
ill Ireland, account of the,30.--­

. PopUlation of Ireland, 8:/. 
Quarter sessions at Killariley. singu­

lar manner of holding, 79. 
Roads, remarkil on them in Ireland, 

48.;-Royal Exchange, ~Ieli'ance of 
the stfl~ctUI'l~, ~~. 



INDEX •. 

SIlerre~, ColbneI, his resolution at the· 
battle of .Arklow,~ :39.-Specie, it~ 
scarc:-ity in . Ireland, its origin, sug­
g'estions.for ren;redying it, 11.­
$t~eil&On, Dr. influence·of his kind· 
11ess, 6~. -Superstition, popular, 
curious, 59. 

;ieatityof, 16; number of students, 
'-_.sec. i.6._Towers, round, suggestionI' 

as to t!:leir olligin, 4:3. . 

TravelTen~ in Ireland, hints to, '11.­
. T£iBity College and its Library, 

Vic)eroy! his style' of livIng, 2~. 

Waters, consecrated, pious visits to. 
5'1_:- Wicklow, general confusion 
occasioned by the discovery of the 
~61d mine at, 41 • 

P~e 

ERRATA. 
IN A VOYAGE TO INDU, CHINA,&c. 

II, line 22, after· afternoons, 
111;----" ~Z, after si:r: 
~3, --: 8, for one fourth 
:n, -7, for Howell 
74, - IS, for Syraus/t 
88, -- 24, fol' quoque. ' 

fol' (;) pllice a (,) 
read ·months ' 
read onl! eiglztk<e 
read Hol;;;d. 
read Syracuse. , 
read lJvreque, 

DiT~f,ti(Jns to the Bi1~der . 

. The sneets of each wOrk ~fTravels coritained in this volume are to be sepa-, 
~tedfrom the nU!llbers aTldarranged together, according to their sigpatlil'es$. 
m the tbllowil'lg onder : 

1 Sarytschew. < 

2 Reuilly. 
S Fischel". 
4 Tour through Rugen. 
1'} Voyage tp India. 
6 Carr.' ' 

The. plates are to be placed as follows: 

REUILLV'S TRAVE~S IN TilE CRfMEA. 

Map oCthe Cdmea, to face the Tit!e~ 
Crossing the Liman - __ - ' _ 
Coins.found in the Crimea 
Costumes of ~~e Tartars, &c. 

'l'he Stuben'kalllmer 
A Country House . 
A Hic1densee Hut 

TOUR THROUGH RUGEN. 

SARYTSCHEW'S VOYAGE OP DISCOVERT, 

A Jakurtlan Priest invoking but Deities 
Tungusian~ erecting their Tent 
A Snow Sledge drawn by Dogs 
A Tungusi,an'Man and WOJ;llan, &c. 

CARR'S STRANGER lit IRIlLAND. 

View of the Custom House at Dublin, to face the Title. 

Voyage to China. Cha.tt of the Rout to ll,ldia, to face the Title. 
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