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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY

SIBERIA, &c.

CHAP. 1.

DEPARTURE FROM THE BAY OF AWATSCHA FOR THE
ISLAND OF UNALASCHKA.— DESCRIPTION OF THE
BAY OF BOBLROWIA.—REMARKS ON THE ALEUTIANS.

A Favourable gale spribgingup on the 29th of May, we stood
out of the bay Awatscha.in a south-easterly. direction. On
the 10th we discovered a plank floating on the sea, that appeared
to_have been torn from some vessel. Agreeable to our 1nstruc-
tions, we should have steered along the chain of Aleutian
islands towards America, and -taken a map of this coast; but
a thick mist coming on immediately after our departure
out of the bay, it was unanimously resolved notto lose our
time m a minute survey .of every island, but to keep m close
to the south side of those that were less obscure, and bend our
course directly to America. ‘ ‘

- On the 16th we were surrounded by a great quantity of
floating logs of wood and sea-wort. - Many sorts of marine birds
in great abundance kept hovering around us, and one of them,
of the duck species, even lit on our vessel. We were now in
north latitude 50° 8¢, and longitude 169° 64 from Greenwich,
not more than 180 ltalian miles distant from the island of
Atta. We usually calculated by ltalian miles, 60 of which
go to a degree. : .

Our people on setting out were all tolerably recovered from
the scurvy, with which they had been generally afflicted during
the winter, but now they felt an increasing debility as they
advanced farther into the open sea. The want of proper diet
likewise contributed to renew the disease which had been
completely removed. Salt meat was almost our only food,
having been unable to lay in any stock of fresh provisions
at Kamtschatka, where all sorts of amimuls, both tame and
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wild, are very rare, and those whe possess will not part witke
their little stock at any rate. T , '
Though the wihd was constantly favourable, yet the incessant
mist impeded our progress for many days. We met with
"nothing remarkable till the 23d, when we discovered land, which
_'proved, on our approach, to be Amtschitka, or one of the Rat
Islands. From what we could distinguish through the mist, its
“ shores appeared to be naked and mnot very elevated, butsome-
times mountainous, Atno great distance from thence we descried
the island properly called the Rat Island, whick derives its name
from the circumstances of its abounding with rats. As there
were formerly none of these animals here, it is surmised that they
made their escape to the. shore out. of some Japan vessel,
stranded on the coats. The eastern side of Amtschitka is more
mountainous than the western, forming a vocky declivity from
south-west to north-west. ©na cursory view we estimated its
length at 30 Italian miles. ~
On the 25th, the wind became so strong that we were
obliged to carry less sall. Towards evening we stood to the
north; and en the following day to the north-west; and,
although still enveloped in mist, we could distinguish the high
snowy mountains on the islands Adach and Jagitka. v
- ©On the 28th, the wind and mist abating, we perceived the
island Amilja, and the lofty mountains Atcha contiguous to- it
to the west, both belonging to the Andiejenow Islands. We
conceived our latitude to this time to be 41° 54/, and our
longitude 187° 67 ; the western point of Amilja being north-
west 52° 30’ at a distance of 15 miles. We. sailed the whole
day in a parallel line with the island about 8 miles distant, It
is naked, mountainous, long, and marrew; being from west
‘to east 44 miles in extent. I[ts eastern extremity is bounded
. by highand. steep rocks. Its centre contains a number of
hills, Its population does not exceed GO persons. ,
. In the evening we came in sight of the mountainous island of
. Seguam, .abont 24 miles in extent, lying 22 miles nerth-east
by east of Amilja. It is uninhabited, and is said formerly
to have had a volcanic mountain. ' ‘ '
On the morning of the 20th we passed the island Amuchta
at a distance of 6 miles.. It is about 27 miles in extent, and
is said to have a velcamo. About 12 miiles from Amuchta:
;;/e vgassed Techugagar, an island 12 miles long and 5 miles
broad. :
On the SOth, we fell in with the four volcanic islands, which:
take their names from the four craters which they contain.
They lie contiguous to each other, and bear distinct RAMES.
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T'hat to the south-west, is called Ulaga; that to the north-
east, ‘Tschiginsk ; that to the north-west, Tana ; and that to the
south-east, -Chagamil.  Fhe two first are the largest, and about
twenty miles in circumference. : :

The latter islands appeared to the north-north-west gbout
10 miles distant. They are said te be volcanic, and were
oneé inhahited. At noon our latitude was 520.34/. 'Fowards
evening we discovered the island of Umnack, one of the Fox
islands, which extend in an unbroken range to North America.
They derive their name from the number of blaek, dark-
brown, and red foxes, with which they abound ; but the white
species found in all the islands near Kamtschatka, are no
where to be met with here.  Ten miles from the south-
western point of Umnak, on casting the lead, we found 55
fathoms water, on a,bed of black gravel. We drifted all night,
and were carried by the stream 13 miles to the seuth-south-
west. . :
.. The'island Umnak is level on its western side, but elevated
towards the noth-cast. It extends as far as the strait which
separates it from Unalaschka, and terminates with meountains 3
several of which, rising above the others, are voleanic, and
crowned with eternal snow. It stretches, from south-west
to north-east, 55 miles in length, The strait between Ummnak
and Unalaschka 1s at least 2 miles and a half in width. Abeut
30 versts from the strait, and about 7 miles from Umnak, are
two rocks, swirounded by water; whice, on the 31st of May,
lay five miles distant toward the nort-west. We were then in
latitude 52° 49'; and longitude 192° 45 :

On the 1st of June, we found ourselves in the latitude of
520 53, and a longitude 193° 44'; the southern point of
Unalaschka being 23 miles distant. Frem this peint the
shore gradually rises to the north-east into a mountain.

On the 3d we were off the .island Spirkin separated to the
east from Unalaschka by a strait abonta mile in width. Towards
noon we estimated the latitude at 53¢ 44, and the longitude
at 195° @ As the form of the island Unalaschka has been
aeccurately defined by many observations of Captain Cook, we
that during the 25 days of our sailing from Petropau-

“ lousk we had deviated 50 miles out of our course towards the
east. :

In the forenoon seven Aleutians put off from Unalaschka in
their single-seated baidar, and came up to our ship. Two of
them, who spoke tolerably good Russian, offered to conduct
us to a commodious anchoring-place, :

Soeon after a large baidar, covered with leather, came along
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side of us, containinga Russian hunter and eight rowers, who
had been rowing about in search of the drifted wood for fuel.
'The ~Russians told us, they came from the ships Bartholo-
mew and Barnabas, belonging to the merchants Panow:
and Company, which were at present lying at anchor in'the
strait of Issanozk ; but that he himself was left at Unalaschka
as the master of a baidar, for the purpose of catching wild
animals. \ o
In the afternoon, as we were neaily becalmed, we hoisted
out our boat, and towed the ship into the strait between Spirkin
and Kigalga. - Near the entrance of the straitaretwo rocks, which
tower out of the water; they lie close to each- other, and
are about 2 miles and a half distant from the island Kigalgal,
towards 180, .. These are the rocks between which Captain
Cook lost himself during a fog, and to which, owing to his
providential escape, he gave the name of Cape. Providence.
~In the evening, with "the help of towing, and a good  tide,
we got round the northern promontory of Spirkin, anchoring,
near the shore at a little distance from an Aleutian village,
in the joyful expectation of meeting with some fresh provisions
for the recovery of our sick. ‘
* From our anchoring station, a large hay extended south~
west mto the interior of the island Unalaschka, which is called-
Beaver-bay. : Agreeable to the desire of our commander, we
went: on the following day with Doctor Merk, in a baidar,
to examine the bay, and took with us provisions for seven days.
We bent our course to the south-west, by the shore of the
island Spirkin, within the bay, which is not so steep as on the
south-eastern side ; for here the extremities only of the cape
terminate in rocky acclivities, whereas, on the contrary side,
the declivities are excessively steep. © The internal part of the
island affords four tolerable lakes, at no great distance from and
nearly opposite to each other, The water, which in the middle
is 50 fathoms, becomes gradually more shallow towards the
shore. . We chose one of these bays for our night’s station, and
found, when the water retired in the evening, a number of
muscles on the strand, containing several small pearls. The
next morning we were obliged to remain till nine, in order to
vepalr our baidars, the leather of which had been considerably
injured by the sharp stones jutting out from the shore.
~Mr. Merk having landed to collect plants, 1 proceeded
enward by myself m my examination, taking a minute survey
of the strait before-mentioned, which separates Spirkin from
Unalaschka. - It is a mile in breadth, and about 50 fathoms.
in depth; extending to the south-east, for 83 miles, to the
side of llmudichtchit, which penetrates, for three miles, into
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the interior of Unalaschka. Farther on, it is narrower by one
half, and the shore by no means so steep. Its depth is from
20 to 25 fathoms, and the bottom is composed of a sand mixed
with shells. In the middle of this strait, and particularly
towards the nght bank, there are many conce'\led rocks, and
one, which at its termination rises considerably above the
water. In the vicinity of these rocks the water is 10 fathoms
deep. The hidden part of the large one is covered with an in-
crustation of coral.

On my return late in the evening, 1 found. that Mr. Melk
had collected a vast number of plants, and that our hunters had
shot two woodcocks, besides finding a nest full of eggs,
which afforded us a comfortable supper. We did not observe
‘many birds on shore, but the few we saw were chleﬁy white-
headed eagles, and some small birds of the finch species; with
whose red feathers the Aleutians adorn themselves.

On the 6th, 'we pursued our rout along the shore of the
Beaver’s-bay, passing five other different bays.. The first of
them, named Amugul, has an island in its centre ; and the second
Taneska, has four such islets. Al these bays. run three or four
miles into the country, and are supplied with streams of fresh
water from the mountains ; their depth, in the middle, bemg
50 fathoms, and at the sxdes much less. From.the last of these
bays, called Kikukala, we passed over to the opposite: shore
as_far as the entrance into Beaver’s-bay, and lay to, for the
mght, close by a small catalact that descended from a lofty
mountain.

On the 7th we passed the bay of Unytschaba, :and finding
another bay at noon, named Ugadaga, we ran into it for the
purpose of ‘taking our dinner. Here, as the Aleutians informed
us, we were not very distant from Captain’s-haven, beyond
the mountains, which had received its name from Captain
Lewaschew’s having wintered there. Mr. Merk and I being both
desirous of visiting it, we immediately resolved to repair to the spot
For two miles we were obliged to ascend the steep mountains,
until we gained the summit of the high chain which encompasses
the whole island, and to which the crater on the northern
side belongs. - T'hese mountains are covered from the foot
half way up with moss and grass: higher up they are quite
barren, terminating at the summit in naked rock. - In the vallies:
on the bauks of the lakes and rivulets, a few alders and small
bushes are occasionally to be met with. On the summit of the
mountain which we ascended we found two lakes of fresh
water ; at the bottom of which we perceived some chalybeate
ochre, with which the swampy places appeared to be filled.
From thence we passed over some inferior mountains, untll
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by a retrograde descent of about five miles, we reached the
Aleutian village of Iluluk. Lo - 1

THuluk lies on the eastern part of Captain’s-bay, at the-mouth
of a brook. Tt contains four large jurts, or huts, constructed of
maud, and logs of wood, which are driven hither by the currents of
the sea. They are covered with grass and mud, and instead
of adoor have an opening, which is too. low 'to enter without
stooping. Frem this opening you ascend by a beam; that serves
for stairs, into the intetior of the hut; where, close by the
" walls, divisions are set apart for each family, and the floors are
covered with rush-mats, which serve for beds. Every female
occupies a distinct division, and is mostly busied in making
mats, sacks, or baskets, which task she executes with amazing
dexterity. These baskets, &c. are made -of the longest blade’s
of grass previously dried, and for the finer works, split
into slips. In this process, she uses no other instrument
‘but her fingers: with the nail of her fore-finger, which
she suffers to grow to a great length, until it 15 as sharp
as a lancet, shé not only parts the blades of grass,” but
dlso the sinews of animals, which she twists with her fingers
alone into a beautifully fine and even thread for sewing their
clothes. Their needles they make of the bones of.fish; large
or small as the work requires, and fasten their thread to them
by tying. Whenever they get a steel needle, they immediately
break off ‘the eye, and rub ‘it on the edge of a stone, till they
have made a notch, where they can tie the thread in their-usual
way. _ : o .
It is worthy of remark, that the stomachers of these women
-are as beautifully shaped and decorated, as if they had been the
workmanship of a European embroiderer. The stomacher is
made of the skin of a bird’s neck, stretched and prepared for
the purpose, and ornamented with silk, or the hair of geats
and horses interwoven with that of the reindeer, which fatter
appears like rows of small pearls. In a similar manner
they decorate the holiday drésses, girdles, and caps of their
husbands. The dress of the men resembles a waggoner’s frock,
with a high round collar of elk’s skin; it is neatly ornamented
with goats hair, bordered with a strip of sea-bear’s skin. '

~ The common dress of the women differs but little from that
“of the men. It has a standing collar, about two inches broad,
enamelled in various patterns. The front of the dress, and-the
opening‘of the arms, is trimmed with a row of pearls or coral.
Their festival dress is similar in shape, but more enamelled; and
bordered with rows of coral, bird’s beaks, and goat’s’ hair,
When they go on the water, they draw over their coinmon
dress another, made of the entrails of animals sewed together,

7
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and wear trowsers; and boots made of the skin of the sed-lions
neck. On their heads they wear a wooden hat, from which
descends an ornament of coral and hair. L

When one of these Aleutians thus arrayed is seated in his
baidar, there is something majestic in his appearance ; but when
he rises; he cuts a deplorable figare; and when he walks, he
looks still more wretchedly, being disabled by continual sitting
from straightening his feet or knees. Their countenances are
not unpleasing, though rather ‘wild, and their features mniform
with the exception of the bone of the forehead, which projects
too much over the eyes.. Their hair is black and stubborn,
but they are for the most part beardless. I saw only one old
'man who had a few hairs scattered on his chin.

The men leave. their faces as nature has formed them, but
the vanity of the females leads them to disfigure theirs in a

.variety of ways. They perforate them in lines, from the nostrils
to the ears, and rub in charcoal, which produces, when the
wound is -healed, a bluish furrow. Another is formed in the
same manver, from the upper lip to the chin. They pierce
the cartilage of the uose, and wear long pendant ornaments of
amber, coral, and enamel. Enamel they receive from the
Russiang, and amber from the Americans of Alaksa, both of
which are in great estimation. They also pierce two holes in
the hollow of the upper lip, in which they wear long thin
bones : round the edges of their ears they sew ornaments of
blue or white enamel.

There are, however, many females who, out of complaisanece
to the Russians (with whom they frequently intermarry), ab-
stain from this barbarous custom. Many who are .the ofi-
spring of these marriages have perfectly fair European com-
plexions, and red hair, and would in my opinion be esteemed
uncommon beauties ‘even in Europe. They cut the hair off
the forepart of the head, and bind the remainder into a knot at
the back pait. They wear no covering on the feet or head,
nor any other clothing than the vest before described.

“In the evening, some of these people returned from the
chace, and informed us, that they bad killed a small whale, on
the western point of Captain’sbay. As we passed the night there,

~ Mr. Merk set off on foot the next morning to see this fish, and
1 preferring to go by water, took a baidar with two other per-.
sons. The day being perfeetly serene, I felt no apprehensions
at venturing myself in this little bark upon the bay, although
it-was only 23 feet long, one and a half broad, and eight deep. .
It was entirely covered with skins, in which. openings were left
for each person to euter. 1 sat in the middle, one Aleutian at
the head, and another at the stern. We were also attendegd by

SARYTSCHEW, VOL. 11.] B
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~four others, in separate baidars. To one of them I gave t‘:}ie’
lead to sound the depth, where I conceived it necessary, while:
1 myself kept the compass, and where it was practicable I went
on shore. By this means, I effected a complete survey of Cap-
tain’s-hgven in one day. Its entrance is divided by the_ moun-
tainous island Amaknak inte two straits, which run into it; that
“to the east, 1§ about a mile in width, and in the '1n1dd!e of the
_entrance, from 22 to 28 fathoms deep, although a little more
to the north-cast towards the main sea, the water 1s more than
a hundred fathoms. deep. Nearer the internal part of the
haven, towards the south, the depth and ground are very va-
rious. At first the water decreases from 23 to 10 fathoms,
the ground consisting of fine sand: at the distance of about
three cables, the depth is from @ to 10 fathoms, and the
ground stonys; after this, the depth increases to 25 fathoms,
with a muddy bottom. A quarter of a mile from the entrance
mear the island, is the gulf of Wdachta, about l}alf a mile
broad, and, on the side next the ocean, bordered with a strong
bank, 'The water nits centre is from 17 to 20 fathoms deep,
and its bottom muddy. From this bay to the distance of two
miles, as far as the village of [luluk, is a goed anchoring-place,.
with 8 or ¢ fathoms water, and a ‘muddy bottom. Here the .
road becomes disproportionably narrow, curving out to the
west, and penetrating into the island of Amaknak, which
shelters it from wind and weather. On entering the straits,
care must be taken to run in on the left side of some masses of
stone, which rise above the water. They are about 60 fathoms
distant from the shore, but the water here is not more than
‘from 5 to 8 fathoms, while that on the right side, is at most
only- 8 fathoms and a half. About a mile and half beyond the
village, the island of Amaknak terminates, and you enter the
inner part of Captain’s-bay. It is about a mile broad, but
towards the south extends three. miles and a balf, having in the
~ centre 50 fathoms water, which becomes shallower as you pro-
Ceed, the ground being always muddy. On the main shore, a
brook descends from the mountains, to the right of which lie
four small islands. It was behind these islands that Captain:
Laweschew lay a winter at-anchor. ‘

My Aleutians pointed out to me a hillock on the shere,
which they said was the spot where the Jurts forthe crew stood j
but at present no vestige of a human abode remained, except 4
decayed wooden cross, on which, with much difficulty, I deci~
phered the following inscription :—« €aptain Laweschew here:
passed the winter of 1768-9, iwith his ships.” ™ The proper and
securest entraiice to Captain's-haven, or bay, is at the southern;
point. of the island of Ama\knuk,‘ on its right side from the

~
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western bay or strait, which is 200 fathoms wide, and as
wide again as the eastern. In the middle it is so decp, that
a lme of 50 fathoms will not reach the bottom. At its en-
trance from the ocean, lies, on a2 gradually slopig shore, ‘the
village of Pestrakowo; and on the left, adjoming the island
of Amaknak, is situated the isle of Uknodak, which is not more
than a mile in circumference. - "The water between these islands
is from 7 to 16 fathoms deep, with a sandy bottom.
Tt was late in the evening before I returned from the execution
of my task to the village of Illuluk, where 1 found Poctor
Merk, with several Aleutians from the neighbouring villages,
assembled to await my arrival. I had received instructions to
make particular enquiries concerning the improper eonduct of
some Russian hunters towards the islanders two years before.
From the accounts given to the governor; by Serjeant Builow,
who accompanied the hunters for coliecting the japak, it ap-
peared, that this spot had been the theatre of many oppressions.
"The sérjeant had resided with these people, and taken down in
" his day-buok an account of their grievances, which, on his ret.
turn,” he delivered in to the commander. Accordingly, the
governor-getieral of Irkutsk had commissioned Captaiti Billings
to ascertamn the facts, Having found all strictly true, I assured
these islanders, that their oppressors would be severely punished
for their conduct, and used every exertion-to conviace them
that our august empress wished for nothing so much as their
happiness, having strictly prohibited every disorderly proceeding.
This circumstance of the Russian hunters, reminds me of the
following passage, in a Voyage published by My, Sauer, secre-
tary to Captain Billings, where speaking of Captain Coxe, an
Englishman, meeting with some Russian hunters, and making
sofue presents to the steersman Pribyloff, he observes, in the
16th chap. “ Nothing in the world can astonish a Russian
more than a disinterested liberality, or kindness, without some
prospect of future benefit: greatness of soul is applied to every
man who is just, and grants his servants some few indulgences ;
every thing beyond this is called folly, and is sure to be imposed
upon; nor have they any sentiment of feeling, except it be ex-
cited by blows. Taking this for the ruling character of the
Russtan hunters, it will be easy to conceive the astonishment of
Pribyloff aud his companions, at the liberality of Mr. Coxe.”
From the unqualified terms in the ‘beginning of this quo-
tation, many might be led to judge harshly of the whole
Russian nation. [t is, however, evident from the context, that
he means only to apply it to ‘the hunters, which is, however,
done in much too general a manner. There are no doubt,
-both 1o Russia and England, and all other countries, indivi-
’ B 2 ‘
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duals, particularly among the pporer classes, who are devaid
of the finer feelings of exalted benevolence and generosity,
and may be more easily affected by fear., than by honour or m-
tegrity, Where then is the wonder, if such be also found
among the Russian bunters, whea we find _them among those who
call themselves philosophers, But notwithstanding all that has
been said by different persons, to the discredit of this class of
men, I cannot refrain from observing, that these hunters, who
go out with merchantmen to the Eastern Ocean, are mostly per-
sons who, from a state of affluence, are reduced by thelr_ own
extravagance, or by unavoidable misfortunes, to the necessity of
seeking a precarious living, at a distance from their former
abode. Ochotsk is immensely remote from Russia, and the
travelling by land no less toilsome than that by sea from thence
to America, which must be undertaken in vessels altogether un-
fitted, either in bulk or tackling, for such a distance, and de-
void of every comfort and convenience; whence it may be
fairly concluded, that few, except persons in desperate or low
circumstances, will offer their services, and that among such
an assemblage of people many will be found to abuse the
power vested m their hands. The bunters with whom Serjeant
Builow was in company, had selected one from among them-
selves to be their leader, to” whose orders they paid not the
shightest deference. -According to the account of the serjeant,
these hunters compelled the islanders to procure beasts and skins
for them, which they took without making any remuneration.
This trade is, however, at” present placed on a better footing j
some naval officers having undertaken the command of the
vessels destined for America, from which we may naturally ex-
pect the preservation of good order and discipline on the part
of the Russians, and a renewal of confidence on that of the
islanders : so that the trade will i future flourish on the sure
basis of mutual interest.

On the morning of the Oth of June, we left the haven,
and returning at noon to our baidars in the Beaver-bay, pur-
sued our rout after dinner along the north-western shore of: the
bay towards the entrance. Having made almost three miles,
we came to the gulf of Gamgck, directly opposite to Sper-
kin's-strait.  Our Aleutians informed us, that an English
merchantman had anchored here the year before. The gulf
penetrates a mile and half inwards, At the entrance, 1t 1s a
mile broad, and in the middle 50 fathoms deep, but farther
- on it shallows to less than 5 fathoms, the bottom being muddy,
with sand occasionally interspersed.  About three miles from
the gulf, we arrived at the village of Utschugny, situated on a
winding of the shore, near a stream which descends from the

'
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mbuntains : beyond this, the shore’ of the Dbay for three miles -
1s covered with cliffs, and terminates with projecting rocks.

On the 10th, I concluded my sketch of the Beaver-bay, and
retarned to the Slawa Rossu, which I found ready for sea, and
only waiting a favourable wind.

While we lay at anchor, we were supplied by our Aleutians
with a sufficiency of stock-fish and roaches for the whole crew.
The honters whom we had sent to the island Kekalga, brought
us also a varlety of sea-fowl, and a particular sort of black-
headed geese, which Dr. Merk called Canadian. On one of
the cliffs which rises out of the water, at a small distance from
land, they Likewise killed a sea-lion : a creature so: called, as it
seems, from the colour of their hair, and a sort of bushy mane
on the necks of the males, which are nearly three feet long,
and at the breast proportionably stout, but from thence to the
tail becoming gradually smaller and more pointed. The head
is round and bearded ; and the nostrils extend very much when
they are irritated. 'They are found in troops on the islands of
‘the Pacific Ocean, and have frequent contests together, about
" their dens and females.. They live on fish and amphibious
animals. The people of Kamtschatka, who shoot them with
arrows when they are asleep, cure their flesh and fat for food,
and their skins either for clothing or covering their snow-
‘shoes.

In the mean time, our priest baptized nipety-two islanders at
their own ‘request ; but not understanding their language, he’
could not properly mstruct them in their new religion, into
which they were Initiated, by the simple. ceremony of the sa-
crament.

For a whole week, we were detained by nothing but con
{rary winds.

CHAP. 11

DEPARTURE FROM UNALASCHKA FOR KADJAK.— DE-
SCRIPTION OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS.—THE ISLAND
OF KADJAK, AND ITS INHABITANTS.

ON ‘the 17th of June, I accompamed Captam Billings to
the village Utschujug, on the other side of the Ottexs bay,
- where the Russian inhabitants had heated the baths for us.
They are the only persons having ' such baths, which they have
constructed ont of subterraneous caves, and' lined with walls
one. brick thick.
Being \informed by the ‘Aleutians, that at no great distance
beyond thls bay we should come to that m whxch Captain
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'Cook had Jain with his vessels, we wished to have visited the

spot, and had no sooner commenced our excursion, than we.

discovered our ship to be under sail, and were obliged to re-
linquish our design. The wind and weather which had been sc
favouruble, as to induee Captain Hall to weigh anchor in our ab-
sence,  was very soon succeeded by a calm i but by thg help _of
a brisk gale which sprung ap towards evenmng, we ma‘naged to
get out of the bay by the strait at which we entered. From
Unalaschka we took with us two male Aleutians and one
female. ‘One of the former spoke very good Russian, and
both had been already on all the islands east of Unalasah}ca,
and knew their names. - At midnight a thick mist arose, which
lasted till seven in the morning, when the island Atrutan, with
its smoking crater, and the circumjacent islets, gradually opened
to view. At ten -o’clock, we discovered the conical summits
of the island of Unimak, one of which, called Agagedan, is like-
wise volcanic, and at that time emitted a thick smoke. The
extreme point of another, called Chagyan, appeared to have
sunk in. .
" In the afternoon, our view was intercepted by a thick mist.
Notwithstanding, we pursued our course towards the island of
‘Sannach, and found the ‘depth at midnight to be 60 fathom,
and ‘the bottem muddy; but farther on the depth decreased,
and the ground became alternately stony and sandy; intermingled
with muscles.  About five in the morning, we descried through
the mist;: in a straight line before our vessel, several masses of
rock, projecting from the water, which we instantly evaded,
and bent our course towards Sannach, to the left of which we
perceived the island of Akatum, and a part of Unimak, lying op-
posite to the Isanoskish strait. At the distance of two miles
from Sannach, we perceived on its north-western side a ridge
of mountains, rising one above another, but, generally speak-
ing, the shore of the whole island appeared to be rather level.
Its length was about twelve miles. On the west side, reefs of
vocks run for six ‘miles iito the sea, occasionally projecting,
and containing, according to the account of the Aleutians,
many otters. At no great distance from Sannach, lie three
otber small and level islands. Taking a north-eastern direction
from thence, we proceeded straight to the Schumagin islands,
and n our way thither passed a number of islands, of which
eight on our left hand had names. The first, twelve miles

north-northjeast of Bannach, was Naimmak. To the south-
east of tlis lie a quantity of nameless islands, that are

htile more than masses of earth projecting out. of the
water. The second is called Animak, or the Rein-deer 1sland,
from the number of wild rein-deer with which it is stocked.
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SINGULAR BIEKDS. 15

{t is six milés distant from the former, and in like manner sur-
rounded by insular spots of earth. The third island, Laluskich,
fies fourteen miles north-east of the Rein-deer island. The
fourth, Agajanaksisch, is situated only three. miles north of the
third, the fifth north-west of the fourth, and the sixth, Kujed-
dach, two miles east of the fourth. The seventh 1sLmd Kita-
fromch lies three miles east-south-east; and the elfrhth Una-
tchoch two miles north-east of the sisth. In the strait be-
tween these two latter , there 13 a pointed rock, that projects
to a great height out of the water. This lS, howevel 5 less
,entlt]ed to notice than the lofty volcanic mountain on the shore
of Alaksa, opposite to the island Ubatchoch, the sumrmit of
which ‘was torn off and hurled down with a tremendous
erash, in.an eruption in the year 1786.

On the 21st, we reached the Schumagin lslands, 50 denomi-
mated by C’lpt‘\m Bering, after the natne of one of his sailors
who was buried . there. They are thirteen in number, of which
Unga and [lagia are distinguished by their size ; five others are
called Kagai, Saluluktussich, Nuuak, Tachkinach, and Kunu-
jutanany ; the rest are nameless. They are all . mountainous,
and lie close to each other, in lat. 55° 2/, and long. 109° 27

In the afternoon, we saw several small baidars advancing
from these islands towards our vessel, which they overtook,
although it sailed at the rate of four [tailan miles an hour. On
one of them was a Russian hunter, who, accotding te his
own account, belonged to a merchantman, which was sent
with eighty - Aleutians to the Schumagin islands in pursuit of
otters, and was now anchoring in the Isonozkish strait. We
lay to for three hours, while Mr, Billings made out an or-
der for the master of the above-mentioned vessel.

On the 24th, we were almost entirely becalmed. Fowl
of various descrlptlons bovered over the sea, but particularly
‘a sort of divers, which were to be seen in immense flocks.
We shot one of them, but found its flesh more fat than savoury.
.This bird, which is a native of the Frozen Ocean, is about the
size of a common duck, with a white body, an ash-coloured
back, head, and neck, a white and round tail, a cylindrical
pale-green blll red ]egs, and webbed feet. It lives on the fat
of dead whales, is very bold, and often lights on the vessels,
We were surrounded likewise by a number of cetaces, a species
of whale, which leaves a fat behind it on the surface of the
water, that is very acceptable to the mews and divers. Sea-
lions and sea-bears darted out of the sea, very often near our

shi

Ii)owards the evening, we diseovered, north-east’' 409, a to-
lerablylarge and steep rock, surrounded by other stony masses,
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projecting out of the water. It is said to-be the ahode of
seasions. - ‘ L o

" On the 25th we touched at the seven Eudokejusch 1slands ¢
thé three first of which are called Abeksinoi, Samidin, and Age-
"jéeh; and the four last, which are much smaller, have no name.
They are all hills, very contiguous to each other, and surrounded
with reefs of rocks, both visible and invisible. While m the
strait between these islands, our course was arrested by a per-
fect calm. We found ourselves in latitude 56° 10, and lon-
gitude 202° 51’, having 50 fathoms’ depth of water, and a
white gravelly bottom. E o

In the afternoon several Americans came in their double and
treble-seated baidars, on board our ship, accompanied by a
Russian hunter, who, as he informed us, was sent with three
islanders from Shebebow, a village in Kadjak, to catch sea-lions
and fowls. )

One of these Kadjakers, who attended this hunter, and appeared
to be about forty years of age, differed altogether from the others,
‘having the appearance of a female, with his nose punctured, and
rings of pearl-enamel in his ears. We learnt from the hunter
that this man supplied the place of a wife to one of the islanders,
aud performed all the offices belonging to the female sex.

The calm continuing, our ship was barely carried onward by
the tide through the strait. . In the mean time Mr. Billings and
the doctor went on shore, and shot some marine birds, which are
very numerous on these uninhabited islands, because they are
seldom or never disturbed by the inhabitants of the other islands.
In the evening a gale sprung to the south-east, but we could not
profit by 1t, because two of our hunters were not yet returned
‘from-the chase. On’ their arrival the next morning, they said
that, from having extended their walk too far on the preceding
evening, they had been obliged to sléep in the openair. We
now unfurled our sails and steered for Kadjak. At noon we
found ourselves i latitude 56° 20, and longitude 203° 21,
Soon after we descried, at a distance of 26 miles towards the
south-east, in latitude 56°, the flat island of Elkamok. :

On the 27th we got sight of Kadjak.. The.wind, which had
_been favourable for two days, changed its quarter ; but notwith-
standing we were enabled, by a gentle north breeze, gradually to
approach the islands of "Tugudock and Sitchinock, lying on the
south-western point of Kadjak. During the whole night the
wales swam around our ship, and perpetually occasioned, by their
violent lashing of the waves, a report very similar to that from the
discharge of a cannon. \

On the 2yth, several islunders came in their double-seated
baidars to cur ship, without betraying any symptoms of fear.
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. THE ISLAND OF KADJAK. 17

They offered nothing to sale, but soon after returned to their
habitations. In the mean time a favourable gale sprung up, by
the aid of which we made towards the south-western point of
Kadjak ; the depth of water decreased to 16 fathoms, the ground
was sandy, and in some places gravelly.

After passing the island of Tugudock at noon, we entered the
strait between the south-western shore of Kadjak and the island
Sichtunok. Close to the shore of Kadjak lie four inlets in a line,
the first and largest of which was Anajachtalich, and the latter,
which affords the view of a lofty mountain, is called Nasikach. We
bore round to the southern side, and put into the harbour of Erech
Swatitely, north-north-west, between the island Sachlidock and
Kadjak, from whence the agent to the Russian merchant Schele-
chow’s establishment came out to meet us. ‘The strait, at its

“entrance, is four miles and a half broad ; its depth at first un-
fathomable, afterwards 75 and 70 fathoms with a muddy bottom.

On account of the calm that succeeded, we were obliged to
hoist out the boats and tow our vessel ; but a brisk gale springing
up fair for the harbour, we entered it after a little veering ; and
tacking our ship, we moored it. The harbour of Erech Swatitely
which is called by the inhabitants Manikaksak.

It lies on the left side of Kadjak, in the above-mentioned strait,
at the entrance of the very secure creek of Lachik: = The harbour
1s not large, being sheltered and formed by a neck of land jutting
out of a mountain, and bending in an arch round the same moun-
tain, by the creek of Lachik. At its mouth it is 60 fathoms
broad, and from five to eight deep, but the depth in the middle
goes to 12 fathoms. Its bottom is muddy, and it is one verst
and a half in extent. o

Towards evening we went on shore and visited Schelechow’s
factory, established on the southern side of the haven, along the
shore. It consists of mud-walled huts, a store-house, and: two
Jjobas, built of alder-wood, which is transported in barges from the
eastern side of the istand. It is inhabited by Russian hunters,
who are under the inspection of a Delawa Greek. In one of
the huts we found several children of the inhabitants'of this island, .
who serve as hostages for the fidelity of their parents. They are
treated very well, and not strictly confined,. being permitted not .
enly to see .their parents, but even to go to their homes occa-
sionally for a short stay. The former are, however, obliged to
provide them with food and every necessary. ] .

-The island of Kadjak has been known to the Russians for th.u'ty
years. Schelechow has denominated this island Kychtak, which, -
i the language of the Kadjakers, designates every large island;
1 have, therefore, called it by the particular name which it has
reccived from the inhabitants. In the year 1763 the translateur

SARYTSCHEW, VOL, 11-] c
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Glotow. wintered here with the merchantman belonging. to &
trading company : in the year 1765, Bragin did the same with
another ship, and in the year 1770, the stéersman Otscheredm.
In the first expedition to Kamtschatka, Captain Behring dis-
covered this island on his return from America, and called 1its
north-eastern cape Cape Hermogeues ; Captain Cook called the
same .Cape Greville; and the islands Tugudock and Sitchtu-.
wock, Trinity 1slands: ‘ ) .

On the S0th we carried our water-casks on shore, and ex-
‘changed our foul and stiiiking water for the fresh and pure liquid
that flowed in a gentle stream from the mountain.  On the oppo-
site shore we erccted an astronomical tent, and close by it a com~
mon kitchen. The islanders flocked to us every day, as curious -
and wondering spectators, and particularly admired the extra-
ordinary size of our vessel compared with their barges. They
offered us npthing for sale, probably from a dread of the Russian
hunters, who monopolize to themselves all they have to sell.

The inhabitants of the island of Kadjak, although in the
neighbourhood of the other Aleutians, are notwithstanding widely-
different from thie rest of their nation.. They are much taller,
have fat and depressed faces, and a language altogether different.
Their clothing consists of a single rabe of birds’ skins sowed to-
gether, without any decoration, and a little flattened hat of plaited
roots, 'They cut off all their hair, except one tuft on the crown,
which they grease with fat, some likewise strewing it with a red
powder, and in addition to that with the white flue of birds.

“One of them had pierced the gristle of his nose with a peinted

bone, four inches long; and another had taken some corals to
serve as a similar ornament.  On particular holidays and festivals,
they. besmear their faces with various celours, marking them with
lines and divisions of black, white, and red, according to their
several tastes. Their baidars, or principal canoes, are double
the size of those of the Aleutians, but much shorter, being com-
monly double:seated, and often only single-seated, with a short
oar, like a shovel. 1 have not seen their habitatious, as there
were none in the vicinity of our harbour; but, according to
Captain Billings and the doctor’s aceount, who, on an excursion’
to Sachlidok, saw several of them, they resemble those of the
Aleutians., . The number -of inhabitants on Kadjak, and the
circumjacent islands, Aphognak, Sachlidok, Schujech, Tugidok,
and Sichtunok, is computed by Delarow at three thousand.

- On the 3d of July, [ sat off veryearlyin the morning to,
'take theﬁBay of Lzuf;hc_k. It commences at the haven of the
Three Fathers, where it is a mile in breadth, and penetrating
ai.)out.three miles and a half. into the interior of Kadjak, in the
direction -of north. and. north-west, and afterwards bending to:
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south-west, and terminating at the distance of two miles. Ifs
1aner shore 1s divided into two sandy curves, which are occupied
by two brooks of pure sweet water, flowing from the contignous
mountains. -~ From its entrance to its bending, it has 55, 60, and
. 50 fathoms water, from thence to the interior 45, 40, and 30
fathoms on a muddy bottom. Close by the shore the depth
diminishes to seven fathoms, and the bottom has a mixture of
sand and gravel. The shore of the bay is every where moun-
tainous, and occasionally steep. No wood is visible, except
near the brooks, and a few alder-shrubs-in the nooks of the
mountains, I returned to the ship from this excursion very
late in the evening. \ : Co L

On the 6th, we made every preparation for resuming our
voyage, providing ourselves with every necessary, filling our casks
with fresh water, and removing our kitehen and astronomical
observatory from land. *By observations during our stay,’ we
found the northern laiitude of this place to be 57° 12/, and the
ongitude, according to the distance of the moou and sun,
205 47’ from Greenwich. The declination of the needle was
calculated by the azimuth at 26°. ‘The height of the tide
was -observed to be three or four feet, and its average time
of commencement at a quarter before twelve. :

The inspector Delarow gave us two interpreters, one of
which was a Kadjaker, the other an American, from the shores
of the Cape St. Elias; both spoke good Russian. '

On Delarow’s learning that we ntended to steer for Ke-
naiskish Bay, he-begged to accompany Captain Billings thither,
for he had there an Artell of Russian hunters, from whom he
had received intelligence that a Spanish three-masted vessel
of war was arrived, and lay at anchor off Cape Elizabeth.
An Artell signifies a company of men among the lower ranks,
who are united for some common trade or occupation,

e

CHAP. III.

DEPARTURE FROM KADJAK FOR THE SACHU’GATS‘KISH
BAY, WITH AN ACCOUNT. OF SUCCEEDING EVENTS.

ON the 6th of July, we cleared out of the harbour, and got
under sail, bearing away for the south-eastern cape of the
island Sachlidok, beyond which a rock separated from it at the
distance of a verst nises out of the sea. On the 7th, we-stood
off to the north of Kadjak, and found its shores very moun-
tainous and woody ; likewise passed many creeks that penetrated
into the different islands, and afforded, according toiDelarow’s
assurance, very convenient stations for anchormg. We were
‘ ‘ cQ :
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now in a latitude of 57° 25, and a longitude of 207¢ 15'; at
a distance of fifteen miles from the north-eastern cape of
Kadjak, marked on the English maps by-the name of Cape
Greville, thirteen miles more to the south. . Commodore
" Behring saw it on his return from Cape St. Elias, and c_ql!ed
it St. Hermogenes; the Russian hunters call it Jelourgi, “or
the fir-mountains, from its quantity of wood: ) o
On the 8th, we came within.sight of the small island of
Ewrawirtschig, which is two miles distant from ‘Aphognak.
We were then in latitude 58° 10/, and longitude 207° 45, .the
-above island being 55°, to the north-west, about ten miles
from us. Captain Cook entitled this St. Hermogenes, and
fixed its position fifteen miles more southward; from whence
~ we should, conclude, that a thick mist had giver rise to this
error in his calculation of the latitude. a :
Towards evening we descried the islets lying at the mouith of
. the Kenaiskish bay, or in Cook’s River, and at a distance Cape
Elizabeth. The approaching night, and contrary winds, pre-
vented us from going nearer, and afterwards being driven by the
“tide far towards the east, a thick mist continued to intercept
our view. o ’
_ On the 12th the fog dispersed, and we discovered at a
“distance of five miles northward, the mountainous shore of
America. We soon after saw two Americans, rowing up to us
in a single-seated baidar. = Before they got up to our ship, ‘they
made a stop, and extending their arms, repeated the word
Cali! eali! We invited' them by our interpreter to come on
board, but they appeared to be long irresolute ; and, when in-
.duced by. our repeated assurances to venture, they complied with
manifest signs of apprehension. » -
. ..From these Americans, we learned, that the bay ahead of us
was called Nuka, and the cape that presented itself on its
eastern side, belonged to an 1sland, which was separated from
the main land only by a strait. They added, moreover, that in .
this bay were several of an -inferior siz¢, with sandy bottoms,
which furnished good .stations for shipping. Their habitations
lay in one of these havens, to which theéy invited us with much._
cordiality.  Captain Billings ordered the ship to' tack, and,
‘put into the bay, after which we bore up to the island in
.question, passing a.rock to the left that was about two miles
-distant from:it.  On arriving at the bay, Captain Billings found
it most prudent not to advance. We accordingly tacked about
again, and soon gained the open se2, In the mean time; the -
Americans. left us. T ‘ ‘ ) o
Nuka bay is seven miles and a half broad at its entrance. It
extends nipe miles in Jength, having mduntainous and woody
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shores. In the interior shore of the bay, we found in the cleft
of a mountain, snow or ice, so high as almost to reach above
the tops of the trees.

In the morning of the 13th, we were perfectly becalmed
Delarow now seemg it lmp0351ble for us to run into Kenaiskish
Bay, left us, and rowed with his_treble-seated baidar to Cape
St. Elizabeth. At noon, we found ourselves in 59° 17’ latitude,
and 209° 26’ longitude, Nuka bay bemor then nine miles distant
from us north-north-west. -

. To the 16th, we were camed backward and forward with a
gentle wind, or an entire calm, by the tide, along the shore of
America ; after which a’southern gale sprung up, and ena-
bled us to direct our course to Schugatskish Bay, called by the
English Prince William’s Strait. The wind in the mean time
~wveered to the south-west, and afterwards to direct west.

. On the 17th tomrds noon, we made up to the island of
Tschukli, called Montague by Captain Cook, the southern
point of which was ‘then about two’ miles and a half from
us. After passing that point, we turned to the north, and
ran along the eastern side of Tschukli. The ‘island is moun-
tainous, “and occasionally woody. Opposite - to the middle of
its eastern shore, we saw at a distance of two miles, five
rocks or small islets, in a line one behind the other. Close

by these rocks, we were perfectly becalmed, in a depth of

45 fathoms water, and a bottom full of gravel and shells.

On the 18th, we bore with asouth—east wmd to the nonth

along the lsland of Tschukli.
‘ On the 19th, we found ourselves in 6° ¢ latltude, and
214° O longitude, at which time the north-western point of
Tschukli, was ten miles' and a' half distant from us to"the
north-west; and the projecting rocks at the entrance of
Schucrdtskxsh Bay, three miles and a half to the north- east
The latter are the abode of sea-lions in abundance:

In the afternoon, we were visited here by two Ameucans,
who, in like manner, made a stop at some dlstance, aud’ ex-
tending their arms, cried Cali! cali! No ‘persuasions of our
interpreters could induce them to do more than come along our

“ship’s side. We gave them some glass beads, with which ‘they
- immediately depa:ted promising to _return with more of ‘their
companipns. | . S

Towards evening we rah into’ the mouth of the bay Nuts-
chek lying to the right at the entrance of Schugatskish-Bay,
opposite. to. the gor thern point of Tschuldi.” We cast'anchor
immediately at the entrance seven fathoms deep, in a sandy
bottom, at three cables’ distance from the ‘shore, oppusité to a
-8pring gushing oyt from the cleft of alock frofn whence we
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could conveniently fill cur casks. We found the whole shore,
and the contiguous mountains, overgrown with birch and alder- -
shrubs, and a particular sort of tree resembling a fir. .

Early on the morning of the 20th, some Americans came
on board our ship, ‘and formed an acquaintance with'us. The
following days they came in greater numbers, offering us preces
of otters’ skin, arrows, and wooden house-utensils, for yvhlc'h
they particularly preferred taking small blue glass' beads m ex-
change. Tn their traffic they often used the words amico and
plenty, which they had learned from other vessels, that must
of course have been Spanish and English.

The Americans of this part are of a ‘middle size,” and a
brown complexion, with black, straight, and bristly hair, being
upon the whole very similar to ‘the Aleutians. Their whole
dress consists of a vest of birds’ skins, and their hats are of
platted roots, like those of the Kadjakers. Some have their
vnder lip cut through an inch and half deep, and parallel with
the mouth, wearing in the cavity little plates of green jasper,
three quarters of an inch broad, and two inches three fourths
long. Their baidars are double or single-seated like those of
Kadjak. We did not see their habitations, there being none in
our vicinity, Our guests also informed us, that they lived at a
. great distance. ‘ _ o ,

On the 21st, Captain’ Billings announced to us, that agree-
ably to her Imperial Mujesty’s most gracious ukase, he was pro-

. moted to a captain of the first rank, as soon as he was arrived
with the ship entrusted to him at Cape St. Elas; and us he
had reached that cape, according to the maps given him by
the Board of Admisalty, he now assumed that rank. -

-On the 22d, I received a written order from him, to navigate
the interior of Schugatskish Bay, in order to survey the shores,
and ascertain whether they belong to the continent, or an
island, ) ‘

One of the Americans agreeing to accompany me'in his
baidar, and tell me the name of the islands and brooks, 1 treated
bim with great kindness, made him presents of enamel and
beads, mvited lim to my cabin, and treated him with tea,
which he iiked very much, on account of its sweetness. But’
aftor he had drank his tea, he concealed the cip under his
clotlies, and wauted to take bis leave. I demanded it back,
with the aswurancs, that | could not possibly spare it upon -
which he returned it, declaring that he thought it had been
given him as a preseat with, the tea. - It is in general worthy of
observation, that the inhabitants of these parts have a violent
propensity to theft. - A day seldom passed i which something
was not stolen from us, or our people. Many times they tore



CURIOUS ANECDOTE. ©F AN AMERICAN SAVAGE. 923

out of one’s hand what struck their, fancy, and instantly

made their escape to the shore. As an American was once .

conversing very familiarly' with one of our hunters, he all on a
sudden snatched his cap from his head, and springing into his
baidar, was making off in all haste to the shore, when he was
overtaken, and obllged to restore the plunder. - Another plucked
the scissars out of our taylov’s hand, and made his escape. Our
sailors, however, treated these savage people with great civility,
and conducted themselves so peaceably, that ouly one difference
arose, which was however quickly setiled. An Aréell of sailors
had invited an American to dine with them on buck-wheat
grits, of which he took a spoonful in his mouth, and swallowed
a little, but as he did not like it, he spit out the remainder into
the common dish. At this the sailors were highly provoked,
and in the heat of their anger, were going to deal their blows
upon the poor wretch; but on hearing the noise, we hastened
to the spot, and delivered him from the assailants. .He him-
self, however, was all the time at a loss to conceive the cause
of their anger, and requested an explanation; which was no
sooner given him, by observing, that he had made the mess
unpalatable to the rest, than he in his turn was no less
offended at the indignity offered -him, assuring them that his
mouth was not unclean, and that none of his countrymen would
have objected to eat after him.
On the 23d, I set off on my excursxon, havma an inspector
. of the mines with me, to collect natural cunosmes, sixfeen
“men for my crew, and one of the Kadjak intérpreters. = At
first, we passed the bay of Nutschek, which 1s about two miles
broad having in its centre three lofty ‘rocks rising out of bhe
water.
“From the bay of Nutschek, the shore winds for eleven mlles
towards the north, and then turns to the east. We continually
kept close to the land, and found it, for the first four miles,

~

mountainous and steep, but farther on more woody and more |

level. Here we were overtaken by four baidars with six Ameri~

cans, who continued as our guides until evening. On our look-
‘ing out for a station for the unight,- they ddwsed me to go on as
far as the mouth of the brook, which we found abounded greatly
in fish ; but as 1 would not follow their advice, they left us, and

pursued their own course. We took up our night's abode in a'

little creek, and after going on shore to prepare and eat cur
food, we returned to our bark, hauled it off a little from land,
and JymO-to with a small dnchox kept a watch all night, to pre-
vent being surprized by any unexpected attack-of the s savages.
The vext morning I pursued my course, and scon pa,ssed the
brook, to whxch the Americans had, the ewmm7 before, invited
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me. On the shore stood a cross with a Latin inscription, similar
to what is found on catholic crosses. After making sixteen miles,
we bore away to the right, for a bay which was two miles broad.
The shore on both sides was-at first level, and afterwards rose
nto nconsiderable mountains. : .
Towards noon we were met by eight double-seated baidars
with Americans, among whom were some of our acquamtances,
whom we had already seen in our ship. They had been on the
chace after others, and told me, that the waters in which we
were sailing, which we had taken for a bay, was only a narrow
strait that leads into the open sea, but scarcely passable with their
small baidars. They mentioned to us, likewise, a small island
on the left side of the shore, which was, in like manner, sepa-
rated from the continent by a narrow strait. Both wé and the
Americans landed on this 1sland to prepare our dinner. They.
hauled their baidars ou shore, and took out a young female otter
which they had just killed, and two young otters, for which I gave
them some enamel and beads. In the mean time, my dinner
being dressed - for me, our hew companions flocked around it
with eager curlosity. 1 invited them to partake of the meal,.
which they joyfully accepted, and discovered so much civility on
the occasion, that I was occupied more with observing their
movements than with eating. On the other hand, they were
not deficient in hospitality, but invited me, in their turn, to par-
take of some boiled otter’s-flesh, which they had just prepared.
A keen appetite, and a rather savory smell, induced me to accept
the offer. When hot, the flesh had an agreeable flavour, very si-
_milar to that of a sucking pig; but when cold, it leaves a strong
taste of sea-weeds 1n the mouth. ]
After dinner we parted from our friendly Americans, and betit
our course up the strait ; but a thick mist coming on, we kept
close to the left shore. Two hours after, the mist dispersed, and.
left both the right shore and the sea open to our view. ‘I now
steered m an oblique direction across the bay, in order to mea-
sure it, and found its depth 23, 2, and 1} fathoms ; its bottom
sandy, and its breadth 1% mile. It was then high water, but
fearing lest I should be stranded .on the return of the ebb, I
‘tacked about in the evening, and arrived before break of day
the next morning in Shakutskish Bay. I would fain have ex-
amined the whole bay, but the want of provisions, and still
greater want of time (being limited by my captain to only four
days longer), obliged me to relinquish a farther examination, and
commence my voyage back towards Elava.
On the 25th, we spent the last night at the distance of 6%
miles from N utschek, when we met with some families of Ame-
ricans close by the shore of the sca. Some of them lived in
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huts of boards fixed together ; ‘others under -large leathern
baidars, placed in an inverted position. As they saw us ap-
> proach, they made their usual movement of extendimg their arms,
and crying Cali! cali! No sooner had I stepped on shore, than
one of them came up to me, and laid his cheek on mine. This -
man was considerably taller than the rest, and had his face
dved with a black coleur. The interpreter told me, that he and
another standing close by him, were the Troies, or elders in their
tribes. It was manifest, that they had not at first a complete
confidence in us; but I addressed them kindly, and assured them,
- that, so far from offending them, we wished to be on the most
friendly terms with them. They now pointed to the sun, which
-was meant to signify that they had no evil intentions : ¢ You be,
as good to us,” said they, “ and conduct yourselves better than
those who formerly came here with their ships to our shore, and
why should we then quarrel with you?” I wished much to know
of what nation thes¢ ships were, but they were unable to give
me any information of this kind, only saying, that two and three
masted ships arrived here yearly, and that in this year two had
lain in Kenaiskish bay. It then occurred to me to enquire
about Commodore Behring : whether they remembered any thing
of a vessel which must bave been the first that they had ever seen
on their shores? I wished to learn the anchoring station of this .
navigator, but doubted very much whether Tschukli were the
island, which he denominates the Cape of St. Elias, as this was
marked in the charts delivered to us by the board of ‘admiralty.
One of the Americans then actually told us, that his father had
related to him something of this ship ; which, however, had not
landed at Tschukli, but at the island of Kadjak, that lay about
two days’ sail to the east of this place, and was actually re-
sorted to in the summer by the Americans, who went in pursuit
of otters. 'The crew of this ship went on shore, and.léeft them
some knives and beads. S
A few years after another and larger ship arrived there, which
was stranded on the 1sland of T'schukli, and not a single man'of
" the whole crew was saved. Towards evening the Troies brought
me two small boards, four feet long, two feet broad, and half -
an inch thick, and begged me toaccept them as a token of friend-
ship. . I presented them each in return with a looking-glass, a
knife, and some beads, which they very joyfully accepted, warn-
ing us to take particular care of eur things, and be on our gua'rd
against some of their countrymen, who had a strong propensity
to rob us. The very next morning we experienced but too fully
the propriety of the caution ; for, notwithstanding all our vigilanee,
an American drew a jacket from under our steersman’s lad so
" dexterously, that though the boy was not sleeping, lie had nét the
SANYTSCHEW, YOL. 11.] D y o
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slightest suspicion of what was passing. The thief changed his:
dress besmeared his head and face with a red dye, and cafe

with hls compamons to us again as usual; but his knavery did -
not remain long undetected : for no sooner was the affair made
known to the 'Iroxes, than the perpetrator was discovered, and

obliged to deliver up the stolen article. He brought it hlmself .
and g giving it to the lad, advised him \v1th a smile, to take more

care of his things in future. ‘ ‘

My sailors obsenmo to me, that tlmy had noticed a smoke
vising at a distance, I enquired of the inhabitants the cause,
and learned, that 1t issued from their dwellings. Upou this, 1
felt a desire of visiting what I supposed to be. their winter-ha-
bitations, and requesled them to conduct me* thither. They
willingly complied with wy request, and 1 set off in. their
baidar, accompanied by my Interpreter. Running first up a
vivulet, we crossed a lake that was about five versts in ex-
tent, not very deep, and overgrown with sea-weed. We landed
on the other side, not far from the mouth of the brook ; but iu-
stead of winter habitations, we only found a few myerted
baidars, and a hut made of planks set togéther, in which some
women were living with their children. They had taken up
their abode here, for the purpose >f fishing : the mouth of the
brook abouriding with all sorts of fish, particularly one called the
hump-backed. salmon. 'This is a fish of the salmon species,
about a foot and half long, having a small head,. a sharp nose,
and from whence a hook projects, small teeth in  the jaw,
" a bluish back full of round blackish spots, a blue tail, singularly
turned up, and white flesh. It receives its name from 2 large
hump which grows ‘on the back of the males, when they are
lean. They abouud m the lakes and rivers of Kamtschatka,
from July to the middle of October.

This brook is so shallow, "that ‘the dorsal fins of the fish
- going against the stream, almost pelpetually rise above the
W ate: ; and we witnessed a dog seizing the fish with the crxeatest
facility, and dragging them with his teeth to the shore.

The women had on old vests of otters’ skins, and their hair
was tied up in a knot on the crown of their heads; but their
faces were not so disfigured as among the Aleutians. After
making them some presenis of enamelled articles, beads, and
needles, I returned to my bark. ‘

At noon, I took my leave of the Troies, with thanks for
. their cmhty and assuraices of our friendship ; after which, I

departed, ‘aud veached, Slawa in the evening.

' D.nmo the whole of our voyage, 1 bad great apprehensions
of an attack from the Americans, and for. that reason had uni-
formly adopted the precaution before-mentioned, of . sleeping at
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a distance from the shore, and of having one person to keep
watch all night.- To this precantion, which then “appeared su-
perfluous to my companions, we were most probably indebted
for the preservation of ur lives. A rude people, who know of
no moral feeling to check their inclinations, 'will follow the im-
pulse of the moment, like the brutes, and from a trivial motive,
will sacrifice the lives of others, when they impede the indul-
gence of thewr wishes. We were in great danger of having
evinced the truth of this remark, by a melancholy example.
The savages had learned from our interpretér, that { had much
bardware and beads with me, which awakeued in them the irre-
sistible desire of ‘getting possession of these treasures: as it
appeared, however, impossible to steal them, they took the
‘resolution of murdermz us all on a convenient opportunity.
They cousulted with our interpreter, promising him his liberty,
and their assistance mn conducting himback to his country,
and at the ‘same time threateming him with the most dreadful
punishment, if he should make the least discovery. Nor did
he in fact tell me any thing of the plot, until some time after,
"Their conspiracy was the first time to have been executed on
the first day of owr leaving the vessel ; for that reason they ad-
‘vised me when 1 halted for, the mght, to go up farther towards
the fishing breok, thinking that that would be a more convenient
place for them to effect their purpose; as had already
- been the case with some Spanitards, who, according to their
own account, relying on their sincerity, had been so imprudent
‘as to extend their rambles without any precaution. The second
time they took the resolution of surprising us, was when we went
on the shore of the strait to take our dinner.” For this pur-
pose, a party of -them, to the number of more than twenty,
continued sailing about cur bark. They were i eight double-
seated baidars, .two in each, sitting in their proper places, and
the third lying 2t the bottom. - The better to conceal their de-
sign, they affected great civility, and expressed an eager desire
‘to do us some service ; while, watching the opportunity of our
going on shore, they intended to carvy off the bark, and thus
get us completely into their power.. But f.ding themselves
frustrated in this expectation,, they began to throw off the mask,
and offer our sailors muny open msuits.. 1 new commanded
my men on the one hand to. avoid every cause of quarrel, and
treat them with civility, while on the o:her hand, I-Astrove
to inspire thém with terror, by letting "thewn see -the eife<t of
our fire-arms. 1 accordingly desired one of our Lunters w fire
among a flock of mews, us they were passing ; and I;:::’ ortonascly
hit onc of them, and brougit it to the ground. 'ihey were at
first frightened at the report, but afterwards eyed the dead bird

'
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with wonder and curiosity, enquiring where the arrow was with
‘which it had been struck. The interpreter, at my desire, then
“éxplained to them the nature of our guns; and in order to render
it still more intelligible, I had a ball shot through a post,
which excited their amazement to that degree, that .they con-
tinued for some time fixed in thoughtful contemplation. - In
the mean time, we had all our things brought back to the
‘bark, and, puttiog off from the shore, sailed away. ‘

Both parties of Americans were composed of stout young
people, who were all of an age to undertake any daring enter-
prize of this kind. Let it not, however, be suppusel from
this circumstarice, that all the natives are'equally treacherous.
- The Americans with whom we spent the preceding mght, con-
‘ducted themselves with great apenness, fairness, and civity;
and although they bad the most favourable opportunity of
.overpowering me and my companion, who were amidst ihem
unguarded and unarmed, yet 1 néver discovered any inchmation
- in tbtem to offend or injure. I-also granted them my confi-
dence, because, they were for the most part men of respecta-
ble appearance, and advanced in .years. .

On the 27th, 1 returned to the ship, . which I found still
unprepared for pursuing its voyage. 'Fhey were. still cutting
wood, and filling the water-butts. From the wood opposite
to where we lay, they had cut a stock of :poles, spars, and
yards, and ‘also some trunks of American firs, which in ap-
" pearance are very sumilar to eur own, but excel even' the
larch in strength and solidity; being likewise of a sufficient
size for tolerably large vessels. . :

The Americans did not prov}de ‘us with fresh fish, but we
managed, by means of our own nets, to lay in a stock for our-
selves of the hump-backed salmon, and other smaller fish. .

' CHAP. 1V.

DEPARTURE FROM SCHUGATSKISH BAY TO THE EAST

' OF THE 1SLAND OF KADJAK, AND RETURN THENCE
TO KAMTSCHATKA.— ARRIVAL AND WINTERING IN
THE HARBOUR OF PETROPAULOUSK.

ON the 30th of July we weighed anchor, and put to.sea.
Towards noon we were in the middle of the strait, between
~the bay of Nutschek and the island Tschukli, in latitude
60° 16" 49", and longitude 213° 2.

_Till the 3d of August we stood to the eust, keeping in close
with the shore, which appeared to be sandy and level, but
backed at a distange by seme mountains. In the morning we
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'saw three islands ahead of us, one of which was called Kaidjak,
or according to Cook, Kay. It is mountainous and woody,
standing out beyond the other contiguous islands, stretching
m  length from north-east to south-west, and having on the
latter side a particularly remarkable mountain that declines to
the sea, with a steep declivity, which is so white, as to be
 hardly distinguishable. from snow. On the southern side only
it appears so- steep ; but on the eastern and western, almost
entirely level. At some distance we perceived a lofty kekur,
or pyramidal stone pillar, rising. above the water; and on
_the shore we descried,,among the ridge of mountsins, one re-
markably lofty, and covered with eternal snow, to which Captain
Cook gave the name of Cape St. Elias. This then was the
place to search for the cape, denominated by Commodore
Behring, the Cape St. Elias, for the position of the island
Kadjak, its kekur, its lofty mountain, or crater; and the coinci-
dence of the latitude with that mentioned in Behring’s journal,
evince that the first ship which the Americans spoke of to us, as
having been seen by their fathers at that island, was Behring’s ship.

Our stock of sea provisions at this time ran very low, and as
we had now no prospect of recruiting it any where, but in the
harbour of Petropaulousk, it ‘was unanimously resolved to bend
our course back to Kamtschatka, which was a voyage of not
less than two months. Here we expected to find the necessary
supplies provided for us, from Ochotsk, during the summer.
" Had it, however, been contrived for the provisious to have been
sent us to the island of Kadjak, or Schugatskish Bay, our re-
turn to. Kamtschatka for the winter, would have been rendered
superfluous, and our time might have been usefully employed,
+in surveying the southern shores of America, and returniag in
Mareh again to the north. ‘

Captain Billings resolved on an immediate and direct return
to Kamtschatka, without stopping any where, which was i fact
rendered uvecessary by a want” of water and biscuit; on which
‘account our people were kept to half allowauce. Thinking
ourselves however, on the 28th, in the neighbourhood of Una-
laschka, Captain Billings consulted with the officers, whether
we should touch at that place to take in fresh water; upon
which it was agreed, thaf, from the lateness of the season,: it
was most advisable not to lose any time in hastening to Petro-
paulousk. We were indeed bound by our promise to restore the
Aleutians, whom we had taken with us as. interprelers from
Unalaschka, to their homes ; and, flattered with this expectation,
they were perfectly contcated, until they found we were bend-
ing our course direct to Kamtschatka, when then satisfuction
was changed 'into the most poiguant distress. 'lu a fit of de-
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sperate affliction, one of them cat. his throat; but the wound,
which was ot mortal, was quickly healed by our surgeon: how-
ever, the man died soon after our arrival at Kamtschatka:

" Ou thé 50th, we discovered, in gloomy weather; to the north-
west half-west, some land with two mountains, which was,
however, soon intercepted from our view by the mist. The
two following days we changed our longitude 1} degree westerly,
but continned in the sare latitude, and saw on the 1st of Sep-
cember, the same land afresh te north-east 63°. Many more
sea-birds than usual now- made their appearance, and among
them Urilas, which according to the general observation of
navigators, are a sign of land being near. At this time we ob<
served the latitude to be "53°, and calculated “the longitude at
190° 25 but afterwards, having an. opportunity of rectify-
ing our observations, by the distance of the moon from the
sun, we discovered that we were then ‘seven degrees more to
the east. -According to this latitude and longitude, we con=-
* cluded that this laud could be none of the islands known to us,
. and of course must be some new island.

In my opinion, there are, both north and south of the known
cluster of . Aleutian islands, others hitberto undiscovered, which
appears corroborated by the otters, lions, and other marine animals,
passing the Aleutian islands; n the month of-July, from the
south to the north ; and afterwards returning in October, from
north to south : whence we may conclude, that they spend
the summer in this ¢luster to the north, and the winter in the
one yet uuknown to the south. The northern cannot, however,
be situated farther than the GOth degree, nior the southern beyond
the 45th, for between these degrees only are otters and sea-liong
to be found. » L .

- On the 4th of September, in the afternoon, a violent squall
split our top and foremast and bowsprit, which we repaired on
the following day. Since-our departure from America, we had
continual contrary, winds, and being almost always obliged to
deep to windward, we had not been able to make more than
half our way in fifty-two days. Petropaulousk being still at a
considerable distance, we found greater €CONOINY NeCcessary,

having only twenty tuns of water remaining. All in the ships, -

_both officérs and men, now received only a pint a day; and in
order not to provoke our thirst, we abstained from salt-meat,
and lived entirely on boiled peas. _ :

On the 24th, we discovered in the morning to north half-
west, the lofty snow-covered mountains of theisland of Tanaga,
and towards the north, the lofty crater of the island of Gorel,
fifty miles distant from us. The next day we got sight of the
small and almost leyel island Amat‘ygnaka which was at 19
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miles distance. 'We found our latitude then to be 50° 48’ ; our
lonwltude 169° 86; and the mclmatlon of the needle 11° 19/
eastelly

On.the 5th of October we were enabled to rectify our obser-
vations by the distance of the moon from the’ sun, and fixed our
longitude at 167° 10'; whence we perceived that we "had
calculdted 112 16 too far forwards. The error arose since ouir
~ departure from Schugitskish Bay, as the tide of the sea was
unknowu to us, and we had much coutrary wind, being mostly
west, but sometimes nclining to the south, or south-east.—
We had a complete east wind ouly once from the second of
October, for- forty-eight hours in succession; and  never north
or north-east wind. At the same time we madc the observa- .
tion that with north-west west; and south-west wind, the at-
mosphere was not thick but-overcast, and that south-east, south,
and east winds, on the contrary, always brought ramn and mist.

On the Gth of October. we had only eight ten and a half of
water, and a voyage of 320 miles to the harbour of Petmpau-
lousk 5 on which account our allowance was again diminished
to eight small glasses a man daily, for cooLmu and. drinking.
Some bore this deprivation with perfect patience, but many
were dreadfully tormented with thirst, “They often took . blood
into their mouths in order to alleviate their sufferings. Nothing:
could equal the joy which the appearance of ram occqsmned )
nor the eagerness with which every one strove to catch it.  Every
change of weather, however trivial, was watched with the ut—
most inquietude ; if it was favourable, -the hopes of -all were
flattered with speedily reaching the harbour, and the hours were-
calcalated which the ship would require, at the given rate, to
complete the voyage; bu a contrary breeze would as quickly
disperse all our hopes and calculations, and cloud every coun-
tenance with the sadness of despair. At length, after four days
veering and tossing about, we approached the shores of Kamt- -
schatka, and, with 1ndescrmable delight, we perceived, on the
10th, the Shlpumsh promontory, and the lofty crater of Wilnish-
ninish. - We were not able to get into the Awatscha bay befose
the 13th, and not into the hznbour till after midnight, when we
Jaid our vessel to, in the very spot where it had lain the. preged-
ing year. , \

Our joy at having thus hfippllv terminated our peculiar voy-
age, muy be better conceived than desaitbed.  Ourwaier was al
ready reduced to the lowest ebb, and bad contrary winds de-
tained us but another twenty-four hours, our situation  would
have been lamentable in the extreme. It is rather surprising,
that with all our deprivations we remaied healthy, and expe-

. fericed no ill consequences whatever, We swallowed the tirst
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fresh ‘water which came within our reach with the utmost
avidity, and certainly found it the sweetest beverage we had ever
enjoyed in our lives. In a colple of days our whole crew was
removed on shore, and quartered in the old jurts we bad built
for ourselves. We unrigged the ship, and brought all our
stores into the magazive. “We fouud the galhot 1|1eddy there,
which had been sent from Ochotsk with provisions for us, and
had also brought that part’ of the Dobroe Namereni’s crew,
which had been left behind.

"To the close of October the weather remained fine, but
was succeeded. by rain and cold. . In order to guard the
stores collected at thie fortress of Bolscherezsk, and to make
room for-us in our narrow dwellings, thirty- four men were sent
thither for the winter.

In the preceding winter, Captain Billings had had the p]an
of building a new cutter to accompany the Slawa Rossii in the
river Kamtschatka ; and for that purpose had dispatched a car~
- penter and several other labourers to the town of Nishue Kamt-
schatsk. The command of this vessel devolving on Captain
Hall by nght of seniority, he set off on the 16th of December,-
in order fo inspect its construction. The necessary materials.
and t ackling were - sent after him on sledges, drawn by
dogs.

We accompanied (ﬂptam Hall, and tr uly envied ’mm his oc-
cupation, while we were obliged. to drag through four winter
months in total idleness.  In order, hovsever, to ‘get rid of our
time, Mr. Billings, Mr. Behring, and 1, travelled, at the close
of December, 1o Bolscherezsk, where the latter and I staid
only fourteen days ; but Captain Billings still longer. On our
return, we were overtaken by a severe frost among the moun-
tains which run through the middle of Kamtschatka, though at the
-same time it had tha“ ed and rained in Petropaulousk, not a
hundred versis distance.

Soon after this, Captain Behring went, with a part of the

ew destined for manning the new. cutter, to Nishine Kamt—
’ sLhatsk

In the latter half of Janumy, and the whole of I‘ebruary, the
frost was so violent that the part of Awatscha Bay, from
the interior of the harbour to the muscle bay. Rakowm, was
covered with ‘thick ice that admitted of bemor passed in. dog-
sledzes with great security.

At the beginning of April we hegan to careen our vessel, in
order to examine the under part, and'clear it of the sea-weeds;
for, on the whole bottom, seawort was grown out five feet long,
and several sorts of thuscles had stuck among 1t to the boards.

We were employed the whole of April in preparing for our
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‘voyage. On the first of May, T wentina wooden baidar to
the Shipunish promontory, in order to examine the contiguous
bay, of which thé inhabitants had said much that was useful to me,
We sailed immediately from the Awatscha “bay with a ‘fair
wind, north-east-half-east, directly to the steep rocky moun-
tains of Nalatschew. To this. point the shore is formed by
an incounsiderable curve, and begins from Asatscha bay, with a
rocky declivity, but soon after becomes sandy and level as far
as the mountains. Six miles from the mountains the brook
Nalatschewa discharges itself, and from thence the shore be-
comes agam sandy and level. We lay to for the night by an
island opposite to the mouth of the little brook Ostrownaga,
about a mile from the nearest shore, and about five' miles dis-
tant from the cape Nalatschew, which lies to the southi-west,
one-third west of it. Its shore is steep, and it is itself moun-
tainOus, being about a mile in extent. o

On 'the 2d of May we proceeded strait to the.Bitchewish bay,
a distance of six miles, which we rowed, with a perfect calm,
m two hours. ) ' . o fe

‘The shore extends itself from its mouth, on both sides,- under
lofty mountains, ‘to the Shipunish cape towards east-sotth-east;
to the mountain Nalatschew towards the south<west; and to the -
bay Wachilskaja, in which merchants’ galliots used formerly to
winter, where we found at its mouth a bark still existing.
At its entrance the bay i5 a mile broad, and its interior lofty
mountainous shore strétches two- miles north-east-by-north.
Farther on there is an inner bay, or lake, four miles in extent,
into which one passes by a small strait, fifty fathoms broad,
and three or four fathoms deep. More towards the middle of
the lake the depth increases to fifteen fathoms, and the bottom
1s muddy. Batin the first bay the depth, at the entrance into
the lake, ‘amounts to- no more than four feet; of course only
small craft, and not even these but at high water, can run into
this haven, which would otherwise be very excellent. We staid
the night here, and the next morning proceeded on our way back
to Awatscha bay. "At noou we were off the mountain Na~
latschew, where we estimated the latitude at 53° 4/

On the 5th we returned to our ship, which was entirely equipped

.and victualled ; but the ice still occupying the haven we were
prevented getting into the roads.

SARYTSCHEW, VOL. 11.;] E
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‘CHAP. V.

DEPARTURE FROM AWATSCHA BAY TO BEHRING'S
1SLAND, AND FROM THENCE TO THE NORTH SIDE- OF
THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS AS FAR AS THE ISLAND TA-
NAGA.,—OCCURRENCES DURING OUR A\CHORAGI:.
VOYAGE BY THE ANDREGENOW JSLANDS TO UNALASH-
KA, AND ARRWAL IN THE CAPTAIN’S HAVEN.

ON the 16th of May, 1701, we weighed anchor, and were -
on :the point of leaving Awatscha bay; but had scarcely
reached the light-bouse, when a contras y wind arose and obliged
us to return and lie at anchor till the 19th, when, with a fair
wind, west-south-west, we got into sea. = Supposing that the
cutter which was buiiding at Kamtschatka must be ready, we
took a straight direction up the river for the purpose of meeting -
with it. Atthe same time, having given Captain Hall intelli-
cence of our intended route, we concerted, that if he put to
sea before our arrival, he was to wait for us at the northern point’
of Behring's Island 6ll the 29th of May.

" On the 24th,  the morning, we descried the Kronozkish.
promontory, mmd a lofty crater, buuated to the west of it.. Our
latitude was, at noon, 54° 13’; our longitude 162° 20'; the
Kronozkish crater being 63° ‘30’, to the north- west, fifty miles
distant from us. - :

Contrary winds not permitting us to approach the mouth of
the river Kamtschatka, we stood out for Bdnmos Island, as
‘the destined rendezvous for our vessels.

_We came i sight of this island on the 07th, in the after-
noon, and a}:)proa\chmcr its south-western side towards evening,
the shore of which consists of lofty mountains, we stood in to
the unorth-west, having. always a west-south-west wind, which
blew so fresh  towards night that we could scarcely double a

lofty rock that was separated from land. At midnight the
istand appeared sufficiently near for us to reach 1t with a stone’s
throw..

- On the morning of the 28th, we sailed round the northern
]evel shore of the island, ‘and then from its north-eastern to

the south-eastern side. At noon we estimated the latitude at

&5° 14, -and the xonultude at’ 16 © Q0 bemv about three miles
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and a half distant from the island. Here we were very near the-
spot where Commodore Behring, being obliged to land, on his
return from America, in mder to seek- assmtance in hlS dis-
tress, terminated his earthly career. We lamented very much
that it was not possible for us to get nearer: land, in order to
visit the place where the first navigator of these seas is con-
signed to the peaceful grave. We would fain have heaved a
sxgh of regard and sorrow over his remains, and those of our un-
fortunate countrymen who lie buried by his side. We passed
the place of mecting, and perceiving no vessel, Captain Bil-
lings resolved on steering for the Aleutian islands. :

'.[owards evening, we were enveloped in a thick fog. Cap-
tain Billings directéd our course by an English map, taken dur-
ing Cook’s voyage, far more northerly than the Copper [slands
are there given.  As this direction, according to the Russian
map, would have led us strait'to the middle of the Copper
Islands, I made my representations to Captain Billings, who
paid so little regard to the Russian map, that ['persuaded him,
with difficulty, to alter his course two rumbs more northerly,
and by that means alone we escaped the impending danger ; for
the next morning the mist clearing away, we saw we had® pdSSBd
the northern point of the (,opper Island by no more than two
bundred fathoms; nay, that from the stern of our shlp we could
distinguish the rocks coucealed under water.

All were now satisfied that this island is marked on the En‘r-
lish map much more southerly than it ought to be.

As I am informed, solid copper is to “be found in the chfts
of the rocky shore, at the fall of the water, on the Copper
Island, we sailed round it, and directed our course. to the first
mhablted and large Aleutian island, Atta.

On the 4th of June we discovered through the fog a part of
the mountains on the southern. side of thc island Atta, which
were entirely covered with snow. We were, at noon, fifteen
miles south of them, and got a glimpse of the island Agatta
through the mist. Their shores appear. to consist of cxadually
slopmg mountains, being thirty-four miles in extent,

At break of day, on the 5th, the summits of the mountains
on the island Semitsch opened to view; and in the afternoon
we . pagsed the island Buldyr, lying in. latitude 52° 40/, and
longitude 176° 18’ of Greenwich ; having an extent of twelve
miiles, consisting entirely of mountains, and encompassed with
a rocky shore. . About a. mile and a half to the south-west we
found some rocks projecting out of the water,

On the 6th we stood off the Rat Islands, the first of whu‘b
towards the west, is called Kyska, a mountainous island ; the

. E.%
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 east side of ‘which appears more level than the west, laving-
a flat shore. : I L

- Opposite to the north-western .suie, at a distance of 'vthree
miles, a lofty rocky. pillar elevates itself. We could not discern
the southern side of rthe island on account of the mist. Farther:
en, towards the east, four inconsiderable mountamous 1slandy
presented themselves to view, but were, towards evening, lost.
out of sight, as we were carried away from them by a south~
east wind, and. encompassed by a thick mist. o ’

On the Oth, one of the crew descried land, and pointed out
to us, almost over our heads, through -the mist, the declivity
of Tanuga. We sounded for the depth, but found no bottom
as the mist soon after dispersed, we were presented with the
spectacle of a lofty volcanic -mountain, that. exposed to our
view, at the distance of scarcely two miles, its -black and tre=
mendously tall side of rock. We tlign calculated the latitude at
522 6, and the longitude at 180° 22'. In the afternoon the
wind almost entirely abated. With the tide, and ouly. a gentle
wind, we run along the sonth-eastern side of Tanaga.

Its shore was, in the commencement, mountainous, butrose
by a genile elevation as. we proceeded. The master of the bai-
dars, whom we brought with us from Ochotsk, told us, as he had
been on this ‘island; that at-no great distance from hence there
was a large commodious bay, which was used as an anchoring
station by the Russian hunters. 1 immediately set off in a bai-
dar to examine-it, and after making about four miles from the
ship, found the waylay round an isthmus into the. bay, the
depth of which, at the middle of its entrapce, was forty fathoms;
and farther op 257 towards the left bank it gradually diminished,
and- half a mile from thence it sunk to seven or eight fathoms;
at the bottom I'discovered a black sand. On the other side the
bay is an Aleutian residence, which we were prevented visiting
by the approach of night, being anxious, if possible, to return
to the vessel before the darkness came on.. Ou our way ‘back
i found, on a jut of land, an Aleutian summer jurt, in which
was an old womap, who informed me, that almost all the
islanders, with the exception of very few, were gone to the island
Atcha, to a Russian hunter's ship lying there. - We had scarcely
got two. miles from the bay, when a heavy fog involved us in
darkness; and not finding. our vessel where we had left it, we
saw ourselves obliged, after a long and fruitless search, to lie
to by the shore, On the following day the atmosphere was
clear, but we ‘c.’.hd not get sight of our vessl, and were totally
unprovided with food, In this dilemma we must soon'have
gone I search:of the Aleutian residence, if we had not, at
moow, fortunately discovered the wished-for .object sailing bes
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hind a cape. We instantly made up to it, and learnt ihat the
tide changing the night before had driven them to the north-east,
where they had been laveering the whole night, and had not tiil
then been able to regain their old statim.

When Captain Bxllmrrs was informed that the bay aﬂ'oidx.d'
a good anchorage, he 1mmcd1ate‘y ordered us to bend our course’

- thither. 'With a gentle wind, and the aid of towiag, we gaited
the bay in the evening, wlnch penetrates, on the western side,
into the island, being about eight miles long, and five miles broad.
Its shere is occaqomlly sandy, and- most consists of a
rocky, but not very tall declivity. We cast anchor opposite 1o
two rivulets running from the mountdins, in a black sandy bot-’
tom, and eight fathoms water, about half-a-mile distant from a
‘sandy shore, -under shelter of a steep promontory and lofty’
rocks, elevating themselves above the stream.  Not far to the
aorth of this promontory, a current of pure water eddies forth
irom a rock in the mountains. We could approach. this stream’
20 near as to fill our butts by the help of pails. - At a distance
from our anchoring-place the land elevated itself, and ‘termi-
nated towards the north in tall snowy mountains, hom whence
fire sometimes issues, but which -now only emitted smoke. It
appeared to be uot very distant, and some of our people made
the trial of goipg up to it, but were compelled, trom the te-
diousness of the road, to return, bringing back ouly some
sulphur and lava with them. 'The island is totally without wood,
but the declivity of the mountains, and the more leve] parts, are
covered with a tolerably long grass.

On the second day after our arrival, two Aleutlans came
with fresh fish to us from their hdbltdtlons, on the south side
of the bay; and on the I2th, we had a visit from six Alentiang
m:like mauner, bringing fresh fish from the south-‘West side of
the island.

On the 15th we Welohed anchor, and went to the north-side
of the island Tanaga. - On the 16th, we found our latitude
-52° 18, and lonmtude 180¢ 56.- ln the evening, at the setting
of the sun, we observed the declindtion of the need e, to' be at

16% 25" easterly. = -

‘On the 17th, we found oursclves at noon, 1n the strait ‘which
separates- the islands Tanaga and Kanaga. This latter island
has on its -north 'side a crater of an extraordinary helght but is
otherwise altogether level. Before the strait an inconsi-
derable 1stand elevates itself ‘in one lofty eminence, -called the

. Beaver lsland, at a distance of 12 miles from us, in latitude
529- ¢, and lon‘rltudt, 1819 37. Beng prevented by the
ruling north-east wmd from sailing round'the islands Kanaga
and Adach, we returned to the strait, and stood along the 1slan.d

v
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Tanaga;. to the south, West of Tanaga, lies at a distance
of 17 miles the island Gorelvi, being 17 miles m extent, and
distinguished for its lofty volcanic mountain, which is covered.
with an eternal snow. ‘Towards evening we passed the south-
side of the Aleutian Islands, of which the first two are small
and flat, but the third, called Illak is higher, and lies more
1o the south of Tanaga. Contrary winds, first from north-east,
and afterwards from east, obliged us to laveer in sight of the
islands Tanaga and Kanaga. The southern sides of both
islands have a flat shore. '

After being tossed about in.a thick mist for two days, we
descried on the 21st, to the left of us, a cluster’ of islets con-
tiguous to each other, and estending to the island of Atcha;
and in the afternoon we found ourselves in a strait, betwixt
Atcha and an islet.

~Through this strait, which is 48 fathoms deep, and has a
gravelly bottom, we bore away to the north-east for the cluster
of these islets, the shores of which are mountainous and woody,
always rising more and more to the north, and terminating in
a lofty crater covered with snow. We observed by this island
many bays, the largest of which is called the Korowinsh haven,
and very near the northern promontory of Atcha. This one
also divides itself at the very entranceinto two, and penetrates
thus far into the interior of the island. :

As soon as we were passed Atcha, we stood off with the
south-east wind, straight for the island Umnak, and after passing
its north-eastern side, we came in sight of the western part of
Unalaschka. In the middle of the strait between these two
islands, a lofty rock rises out of the water. We estimated our
latitude at 53¢ .27', and longitude at 191° 28/,

At ten o'clock in the evening, we approached the north-
western cape of Unalasckta, which is called- Makushim, after
a bay, and an Aleutian place of the same name. '

On the morning of the 25th, we came to the western bank
of the Captain’s Haven, where, close ahead of our ship, a num-

*ber of whales of different species rose out of the water. "To-
wards noon, we reached the eastern bank, where we anchored
. by the Aleutian residence Hluluk, in eight fathoms water.

This summer we had calculated our way so well, that from
Petropaulousk -hither,. not a single error had ocrept into our
estimate, so as to carry us out of our course.
~ Assoon as. our arrival was made known among the different
villages, the nativeg came with fresh fish to our ship. Tobacco
was an article of the greatest necessity among them, for which
they flocked to us from the remotest parts, not only of this, but
of other..islands. .Captain Billings strove to oblige them, by

v
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making ‘them presents of tobacco and other triftes, and: pro-
mised them still more, if they would dry a considerable quan-
tity of fish and berries against our return. We knew their ex-
treme attachment to tobacco too well, not to be fully assured
that they would comply with our wishes in this respect.

The woman who had accompanied us in the preceding year,
was highly delighted with seeing her family, and returning te
her home. The liberality of Captain Billings had supplied her
with many ornaments for her person, and had so richly stocked
her with tobacco and pearl-enamel, that she hecame an object
of universal envy amoung her female country-women, and: was
esteemed the richest of all the inhabitants. ' v

We lay at anchor for two weeks, in expectation of Captain
Hall and the new cutter ; but he not coming, we did not wish
to lose time, and leaving him the necessary provisions and,
utensils, together with the surgeon Allegretti, and a hunter, in
Hlulik, we resumed our voyage to Bebring’s strait,

CHAP. VI,

PEPARTURE FROM UNALASCHKA TOWARDS THE NORTH,

" PAST THE. ISLANDS ST. GEORGE, ST. PAUL, ST. MAT-
THEW, FOR THE ISLAND OF ST. LAURENCE.—ARRIVAL
THERE.-— DANGEROUS SITUATION OF THE SLAWA
R©SSI1.—OCCURRENCES DURING THE ANCHORAGE.—
DEPARTURE FOR THE SHORES OF NORTH AMERICA,
AND INTERVIEW WITH THE INHABITANTS.—ANCHOR~
. AGE IN ST. LAURENCE BAY. '

ON the 8th of July we weighed anchor, and went into the
sea.. Captain Billings desiring to see the two islands lately dis-
covered by the_steersman Pribylow : we bore away for them i
a strait direction. - o
.On the Oth, we were seventy miles to the north of Una-
laschka, had 88 fathoms of water on a muddy bottom, and
saw many sea-lions and sea-bears. This animal, called pheu
ursing, is seven feet long, and of the seal species. - The hair of
the male is a black grey, that of the female grey, with dark
spots between the fore-webbed feet. .The males have a very
soft hair on the breast, with a thick and tough skin:. the struc-
ture of the bones is also firmer, larger, and stouter than that of
the female : its head is large and round, the forehcad extending
over the eyes, and the snout having some long white bristles on
it; the flaps of its ears are rather small, and gxtemally overgrowi
with hair, but internally smooth, and standing out straight and
pointed. The orifice of the ear is oval, and so constructed,
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that it can be closed when it is under water. In other respeets,
both as to the form of its body and feet, it resembles the sea-
-dog. It frequents the northern parts of the Pacific Ocean;
and the Southern Ocean. -The males are, very jealous of the
females, which they keep to the number of eight or ten, form-
ing with them and their young, a distinct herd. Their jealousy
cften occasions violent and bloody disputes. The Kamtschadales
kill them with their darts for the sake of the fat and the skin,
which in the young ones, is little Inferior to the Kamtschadale
otter, for the delicacy and firmness of the hair and down.

On the 12th, we concluded from our calculation, that we
must necessarily be .in the vicinity of the above-mentioned
islands, but an impenetrable mist prevented us from' seeing
them. A still greater number of sea-bears were in sight to-day,
than what we had seen the day before, and a number of aars,®
kept hovering round our vessel.

 The mist soon after dispersing, we discovered the twa islands, -
27

the first of which, St. Paul’s was eight miles ahead of usto
north-west 25°, the second, St. George’s, twenty miles behind us
to south-east 57¢. 'The shores of these islands consist of moun-
tains of a moderate height: on the north-eastern side of St.
Paul’s, sinking down to alevel opposite to its south-westerh. side,
1s an islet, not very lofty, but very steep in ascent. At a dis-

- .o3d "
tance of six milss from the western promontory of St. Paul’s,

we found ourselves In 35 fathoms water, on a bottom of stone
and shells, our latitude being 56° 29', and longitude 189° 45'.

. These islands were discovered in the year 1786, by Pribylow,
steersman to a merchant’s ship, who finding a number of marine
animals and walrus” teeth, stard with his companions for some
time there, and in the ‘space of two years caught 2320 otters,
80,000 sea-bears, 480 young otters and bears, and 8000 blue
foxes, hesides 700 puds of . walrus’. teeth, which they found on
the shores, all wkich, when calculated at a moderate rate, pro-
duced at Ochotsk 250,000 rubles. It is necessary to observe,
that the otters first spoken of, are the mustela lutris, a species
of river animals about three feet long, with three feet united by
a firm hairy web. Its head is flat,"its snout thick, hair black,
and extremely thick, at the same time as soft 2s down, particu-
lazly that on the belly, which is extremely tender and of a greyish
colour. The tail is a fourth part of the length of the body. It

* The aar, or ara torda alca, is the name of a Kamtschadale fowl, of

- the species of the Gagara (cqlymbus arcticus)y or water-hen, is found-in

great abundance in the country of the rocky islands, Its back, head, and

neck are black, its belly white, bill long, straight, and pointed, feet darke
grey, with three toes united by a web. At Kola it is cailed Gegarka.
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runs, dives, and swims with great agility, is found near Kamts--
chatka, and on the 'islands of the Easteru Qcean. It lives on
fish and lIittle marine animals: The skin of the Kamtschat-
kan otter is very dear, and in great request, on account of its
firmness and good quality. :

I'rom these islands, we directed our course to the Island of St.-
Matthew, which is called by the English Gore's lsland. The:
depth which had at first increased to 53 fathoms, afterwards
again decreascd. o c

On’ the moming of the 14th, we discovered through the'
mist, a small 1sland to the north-east 50/, at a distance of 11 miles,
the surface of which appeared to consist of a chain of pointed
rocks hanging over each other; it has received the name of
Pinnacle from the English, 'The depth was then 50 fathoms,’
and the bottom gravelly. As the air- cleared up, we discovered’
the Island of St. Matthew, and as we approached it, the depth
‘decreased to 14 fathoms. We put in near its western shore.
Atuoon we found our latitude to be GO° 29', and longitude’
1872 15; the little island Pinmacle lying then to the south-
east, about ten miles and a half distant, and the western shore’
of the Island of St. Matthew six miles distant to the north-east.

We had scarcely passed the north-western point of this island,
when avother presetited itself to view, lying three miles from.
the north-west of this' point.. In the middle of this strait the
depth was 12 fathoms, and the bottom consisted of gravel and
shells.” As Captain Billings wished to take a nearer view of
- the little island, we anchored one mile and three quarters off,
in 13 fathoms and a sandy bottom. In the afternoon, Mr.
Billings, Mr. Merk, and ‘myself, went on shore; and on our
approaching the island, we were encompassed by a great num-
ber of sea-birds, constantly hovering around us, and causing so
great a noise, that we could scarcely distinguish a word that
was spoken. We parted when we got on land, some going.
into the interior of the island, others climbidg the rocky sides
of the shore, and others remaining below on the brink of the
creck. A universal firing now commenced on all sides, which
did great execution among the marine birds, particulirly
the aars, of which a great number were carried to our ships.
Our hunters also killed two black foxes, and found two v aivrus’
teeth; and one of our company was so terrified by the sight
of a large white beast supposed to be a bear, that breathless
and zlmost fainting, he hastened back to the ship. Qn the
mountains we found large fragments of a species of fint-
stoue, the delicate and many-coioured veins of which were
an object of extraordinary beauty. Ou the east side of the
island there was a quantity of floating wood, near the shore;
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but the west side, on the contrary, was entirely clear; which
led us to the conclusion that on the shore of Awmesica opposite
to the former, a lurge river, after ruming through a wobdy
tx'act of country, disembogued itself oto the sea. ,

Towards evening we weighed anchor, and stood out to the

north, when a thiek mist completely veiled both the islands from
our view. 'The depth was 40 fathoms, but decreased as we
proceeded northerly : we found the bottom muddy.

" On the 16th, we had only 27 fathoms water, and a sandy
bottom, According to our calculation, we were then In the
vicinity of St. Laurence’s Island, called by the Enghsh Clark’s
Island. We lay at anchor the whole night.

On the 17th we weighed anchor, notwithstanding the whole
sea was covered with a thick mist; and after beating about in

various depths of water, we found ourselves, at three in the.

afteynoon, in only six fathoms water with a sandy bottom.

We cast anchor with a quarter of the cable, but it did not:

bite; we then threw out 2 second, but with no Dbetter success.
From the depth, which was then only 4% fathowms at our poop,

_we concluded that we could not be far from land, and al-
though enveloped i a thick fog, we were but tco well ap-
prized of our danger from the impetuosity of the beating waves,
which increased every hour as the wind blew stronger, and’
the surge grew morve violent. .

. In the mean time, we gave our anchors an equal length
of eable, and remained all night in safety; but the vext morn-
1ng a large wave strack with immense force against the beak of
our ship, and tore a cable in pieces. We then cast two an-
chors more, but could place httle or no reliance on the cables,
which were made of bad materials, and almost rotted away
from the contmual damp weather. ; .

On the 20ih, the wind was somewhat abated,. and the ‘mist
began to disperse, upon which we discovered abaft of .us, at the
distance of a mile, a level shore; our latitude beiu}; now G3° 4,
I the afternoon we saw two islanders on shore, who lifted @
vest up on a pole, and seemed to sway it backward and forward
by way of invitation. We sent Bakow the boatswain to them
m a baidar with presents; but without waiting bis approach,
they immediately went away. Being prevented by the sarf fron
landing, he was obliged to return.

We found the declination of the needle to-day, according to
the azimuth, to be 24° 11’ eastegly. .

On the 21st, the wind dropped’ entirely, and the atmosphere
became perfectly clear, which afforded us an opportunity of
descrying, directly opposite to our vessel, a remote shore,
stretching far to the- eust, beyond which we perceived from the
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toys of the mast, a large lale, and still farther on declivitous
mountains occasionally covered with snow. Lowards the west
the shore declined in a curve, its extieme point being 14 miles.
distant towards south-west 50°. To the south of this pot,
we saw in imagination two other lslets, which proved after-
wards to be nothing but thick mist. :

Cuptain Billings, Doctor Merk, Boatswain Bakow, and the
mecund Lieutenant Bakulin, went in two boats on shore. They
reuched the shore with cousiderable difficulty, the surf-hemg
very high, and overwhelming them with water. Captain Bil-
Lings proceeded with some of them to the west, in search of.a
haman residence. In the mean time, we descried from the
top of the mast a baidar of islanders rowing towards us Trom
an opposite side of the lake. T'he sailors who had been left be-
Liud on the shore perceiving them also, strove to call Captamn
Billings back by loud bawling ; and afterwards, when they found
this ineffectual, endeavoured to attract his attention by firing their
guis, which, instead of producing the desired effect, unfortunately
only served to terrify the savage inhabitants; who, on hearing
the report of the guus, immediately made off. Thus were
we prevented by act of imprudence, from forming an acquaint-
an¢e.with these islanders. Captain Billings returbed- towards
evening without having succeeded in finding the object of his
search. : :

On the 22d, we went to the eastern point of the island, keep-
ing close to the shore, where the depth diminished from 16 to,
10 fathoms, on a gravelly bottom, occasionally mixed with sand.
_'The shore was perfectly level, but we observed, ata distance,
some mountains parted off from each other. To the east-north-
cast some mountainous lands appeared a-head of us, which, on
a ncarer approach, we found to he conuvected together by one
level shore, and, in reality, to be one siogle island, which has
in two places on the flat shore some considerable villages. On
the map of Lieutenant Sinde we find, instead of this one great
island,.a number of smaller ones marked, which is doubtless «
similar error to what we made from a distant observation.

In the afternoon we stocd round the south-eastern side, and
.went to the north-easterns cape of the island, the shore of which
somewhat curves inward; six miles aud a ha!f from the south-
eastern cape we found a village close by the water. Towards
evening we passed the uorth<cast cape of St. Laurence, from
which we observed, at the distance of four miles and a balf,
three islets, close to each other. ~On one of them was a pyra-
midal liekun, round which plank huts and poles for drying fish
were erected, but we saw no human beings; from which we
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supposed that the inhabitants of the other istands came here,
from time to time, for the purpose of -fishing.

In the nivht of the 24th the winid veered round to the north,
“and blevw~so strong and contrary a g.de that we were obliged to
haual iu all sail ; but being only twenty miles off 5t. Laurence,
we bore away to the east, and getting round the island lay to
for the might. 5 » )

On the 25th we found ourselves in lat. 632 10'; and longi-
tude 105% 25, thirty-three miles distant from the mnorth-edst
shore of St. Laurence ; consequently in the spot where Auder-
son's [slavd is’ marked on Captain -Cook’s mep, but we disco-
vered nothing, although the horizon was sufficiently clear.

Ou the morning of the 28th we saw the cape on the shore
of America, called by the English Cape Rodney.:*At noon
we calculated our latitude at 64% 11, and the longitude at
193¢ 58, Cape Rodney was then twenty-seven miles distant
from us to the north west 56%;  Iledge island twenty-
six miles to the north-west G32. In the evening we anchored
«eight miles from the American shore, in 14 fathoms water and
a muddy bottom. i .

Mr. Billings, Mr. Merk, Boatswain Bakow, and Mr. Wo-
rouin, . the draughtsman, went in two boats on shore, and
towards evenjng one of them was sent back with the intelli-
gence, that they had found inbabitants, and having met with a
kind reception from them, they should pass the night on land.

On the 29th we saw behind the cape a large baidar full of
Americans coming “towards us. - They stopped at no great
distance from us, so that we could distinguish them without a .
glass. The baidar was occupied by nine men, having at its
stern an extended bladder hung on a pole, and at the poop two
red foxes on another pole, which we, of course, regarded as
friendly signals.  I'hey contined, however, some time in their
position without offering to approach, and with their hands
raised aloft. I commanded the sailors who were on the deck to
do the same, as a token that we were unprovided with any
offensive weapons. .

Atlength taking courage they came on board; but as they
did not understand our interpreters we could have but little con-
versation with them. They had some red foxes, some vests of
.young reindeer and Alpine hares, wooden bowls, and different
trifles, made of walrus’ teeth, which they exchanged with our
sailors for coral, pearl-enamel, and buttons,.but no-tobacco.

The Alpine bare, Alpinus, is of the size of 3 marmot, with -
a longish head,. a snout like that of a hare, large ears, rounded
inthe form of a funnel, a thick ‘body, short legs, the fore-

’
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Y'fciet having five toes, with a stout shiort toe, the hind feet four.
'T'he soles of its feet are overgrown with thick black hair, and,
inthe place of a tail, it has a fat excrescence of the size of a
nut.. Its hair is_yellow, tipped ‘with a dark colour, and its
voice whistling. It has two teats near its hind legs, aud four
under the breast. It is found in the Siberian Alps, where, iu
the :1outh of August, it nibbles off the grass, dries and con-
«ceals; it 10 the clefts of the mountains.

Assoon a5 this traffic was at au end, they were on the point of
departing ; but our people commencing 2 Russian song, they
turned back, ‘came again on board, and listened with great ate
tention.. They then sang themselves, in their way, to which
two of thew danced. This dance consisted of many vehement
gesticulations of ‘the whole body, particularly of the hands and
‘head, which they twisted round on all sides. with great dexterity,
-at the same time springing from place to place, in conformity
with the singing and beating of the drum. v

These Americans are of a middle stature, and geverally of a
.brown complexion, although we saw some white among’ them.
They cut their hatr after the mamner of ‘the” Jakuts, whom they
-greatly resemble, except that they approach rearer to the Eu-
'ropeans. 'They have a miore open cheerful physiognomy than
-the Americans we saw in_ Schugatschkish Bay. Ia their
ears they wore an ornament of pearl enamel, and in the perfo-
-rations of the under lip, on both sdes the mouth, they stuck
-two alabaster stones in the form of a shirt-button. - Their dress
- consisted of short vests of reindeer skin, and breeches of sea-
-hound’s skin, without any coveiing for the feet. I made these
visitors some trifling presents, which they accepted with evident
.marks of satisfaction, and took their leave with the promise of
returning very speedily. 4

Towards evening Captain Billings returned, leaving the rest .
-on shore. In the pight a thick mist arose, which did not clear
_up before the.cloge of the next day, when the boat arrived, but
six sailors were still left bebind with the kaidar, which they
had obtained in exchange for pearl-enamel. We were very un-
_easy at their stay, apprehending lest some accident had hap-
pened ; but were relieved the next morning from our anxiety by
:their safe return. They assigned the darkness as the reason
of their staying out, having heen unexpectedly overtaken by
‘night, and having. sought i vain for the vessel.

During our anchoring here, we observed that the current of the
sea along the shore from Norton’s-Bay to west-south-west,
makes mostly half a mile, and sometimes 2 mile and a_half in
an hour. '
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On the $1st we weighed. anchor. and bore up to Fledge
island, called by the Amerieans Ajik. At noon we observed
the latitude fo be 64°°84, the longitude 193¢ 3V, aud the

island Ajak to be five miles from us to the south-west 67°.  n
‘the afternoon the wind dropped entirely, ina we came o an
sanchor in ten fathoms water and ‘a pebbly bottom, at-a distance
of two miles from the shore of Awmerica. Here the same
Americans visited us as had come the day before, and with‘th'em »
“many others whom we did not know. They brought us similar
articles, and carried on a brisk trade with our satlors. Glags
beads were in the greatest request with them, for which they
‘paid- most liberally. Captain Billings bouglt a single-seated
baidar for one row of them only; and the purchaser concealed
them immediately they were in his possessiofi, probably from
an apprehension that we might repent of our inconsiderate bgn‘-
gain, and wish to retreat. This. baidar was as large, and con~
structed in the same manncr, as that of the Kadjukers, only
with this difference, that it was not covered with the hides of
the sea-lion, but with' those of the walrus, which, on accourt
of their thickness, had been parted three times. P

A north wind springing up toward evening we weighed anchor
and steered between Ajak, and Cape Rodiey, ou which we
found several summer jurts evected in different places. On the
first of August we observed our latitude at noca to be 60° 40/,
and longitude 102°27". In the afternoon we sav., to north-
west 3-4ths west, the mountainous island which 1s called by the
Americans OQkiben, but by the Engligh King Island ; and in the
evening were two miles distant from it. 1tis five miles in cir-

“cumference : from the inaccessible rocks with which it was girt
and the wildness of its aspect, we judged it to be uninhabited, but

_afterwards - we learned from thie Tschukshens that some families
actunlly resided there. =~ - ’

On the morning of the 2d we descried through the mist a 'small
istand, the smallest of the Needle isics, lymg®m Behring’s strait,
aud at noon we came insight of the oiher two. 'The first was
21 miles from us to the north-west, 15%; the'second 20 milés, to
north west, 4° ; the third 15 miles to thenorth east 142, The first
two are mountatnous, the latter has the appearance of a small hill.
We calculated our latitude at 65¢ 24, longitude 190° 20; the
depth was 28 fathoms, and the bottom sandy. o

On the 3d we laveered with a north wind in Behring’s Strait,
betwixt the north eastern cape of Asia and the north western
cape of America. Both shores are mountainous and woody, and
the mountaius occasionally covered with snow. "

1n the afternoon of the- 4th we laveered so far to: the north as
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4o be able to put into the bay of St. Laurence. At its entrance
we saw on the right bank of the rivalet Uragma, some summer
Jurts of Tschukschens erected. ” We ran four miles snd a hali
mio the interior of the bay, and came to an anchor in six fa-
thoms water, and a sandy bottom, on a level spot of the right
shore, where the plank huts, or summer-jurts of the T'schuk-.
schens stood. " No sooner had we cast anchor and began to
furl our sails, than we discovered some T'schukschens putting off
towards us in a large baidar. They did notapproach very near,”
but beckoned us to the shore, shewing us a paper done up in
the formn of a letter. We invited themn on board by one of our
Cossacks, who spoke Korakish, but either not understanding him,
or fearing us, they went off. Upon this Captain Billings, Doc-~
tor Merk, ana I, went on shore, and were met by the inha-
bitants with great filendship, who invited us into their jurts,
at the same time requesting us to leave our swords in the sloop.

“ We,” said they, « comre to you, as friends, without any
arms, but you must do the same.” Their request Leing com-
plied with, they conducted us iuto their jurts, where they de-
hvered us the folded paper which we had seen. in their hands.
It was a report to Captain Billings by Sotik Kobelew, who
had heen sent in the year 17587 from the fortress of Nishne-ko-
Iymsk, with the interpreter Daurkin, in order to announce our
coming to the Tschukschens. Kobelew observed, that he had
waited in company with the Reindeer Tschukschens here, and
on the eastern cape, for the arrival of our vessel, from the
28th of June to the 2Gth of July; but his companions not
choosiug to stay any longer, he had been obliged to go with
them in a baidar, by water, to the island of Kalutschin, in" the
Frozen Ocean, where the '['schukschens had left their reindeer
at their principal settlement. e added, that they should stay
there till the 15th of August, and after that go with the rein-
deer into the interior of the country. Kobelew made no men-
tion of the interpreter Daurkin, concerning whom we enquired
of our Tschukschens, and received for answer, that he was living -
with the Reindeer Tschukschen Imlerat-Kirenjew, who was de-
pasturing at no great distance from this place. They promised
to give him intelligence of ourarnrival, '
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