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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

I BEING the fon of the Admiral Chriftopher Colon, a perfon worthy of eternal 
memory, who difcovered the '\Teft. Indies, and having myfelf failed with him fome 

time, it feemed to me but reafonable, that among other things I have writ, one and the 
- chiefeft fhould be his life, and wonderful difcovery of the ,¥ eft Indies or New World; 

becaufe his great and continual fufferings, and the diftempers he laboured under, did 
not allow him time to form his notes and obfervationsinto a method fit for hiftory ; 
yet knowing there were many others who had attempted this work I forbore, till read. 
ing their book:::; I found in them, that which is ufual among hiftorians, viz. that they 
magnify fome "things, leifen others, and fometimes pafs that over in filence which they 
ought to give a very particular account of. For this reafon I refolved to undergo the 
labour of this tafk, thinking it better I fhould lie under the cenfure my fkill and pre .. 
fumption fhall be fubjea to, than to fuffer the truth of what relates to fo noble a perf on 

'* Churchill's Coli. vol. ii. 
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to lie buried in oblivion. For it is my comfort, that if any fault be found in this my 
undertaking, it will not be that, which moil h~O:orians are liable to, ~iz. that th:y ~now 
not the truth of what they write; for I promife to compofe the hIO:ory of hIS hfe of 
fuch matter only as I find in his own papers and letters, and of thofe paifages of which 
I myfelf was an eye-witnefs. And whofoever {hall imagine that I add any thing of my 
own may be aifured I am fatisfied I can reap no benefit thereby in the life to come; 
and ~hat the reader alone will have the benefit of it, if it be capable of yielding any. 

The author having given this account of himfelf I ?a~e not ~uch to add, but to 
inform the reader before he enters upon the work, that III It he wIll find all the reafons 
which induced the admiral to fuch an undertaking; he will fee how far he proceeded 
in perf on upon the difcovery in four feveral voyages he made; how great and honour
:tble the articles were upon which he entered upon the difcovery, and which were after
wards confirmed to him by thofe two famous Princes, King Ferdinand and Queen 
!fabel, or Elizabeth; how bafely they were all violated, and he, after fuch unparalleled 
fervices, moO: inhumanly treated; how far he fettled the affairs of the iiland Hifpaniola, 
the firil place the Spaniards planted in; what care he took that the Indians fhould not 
be oppreifed, but rather by good ufage and example prevailed upon to embrace the 
Catholic faith; alfo the cuftoms and manners of the Indians; their opinions and prac
tice as to religious worfhip; and, in a word, all that can be expected in a work of this 
nature, the foundation whereof was laid bv fa great a man as was the admiral, and 
fioifhed by his own fan, who had all the educatIOn that could contribute to make him 
capable of writing fo notable a life. 

THE DISCOVERY OF THE WEST INDIES, '&c. l<fc. 

CHAP. I. - Of the C(mntry~ Original, and Name of Admiral Chrifiopher Colon • 

. IT ~eing a very mater~a~ point in the hiO:ory of any man of note to make known 
hIs country and ongmal" becaufe they are beft looked upon who are born in 

noble cities and of illuftrious parents; therefore fome would have had me fpent my 
time in il1ewing that the admiral was honourably defcended, though his parents, 
through the peeviflmefs of fortune, were fallen into great poverty and want; and 
thatJ ~oul? have proved they were the offspring of that Junius Colon, df whom 
TacItu~ III hIs ,r 2th book fays, that he ,bro~lght King Mithridates prifoner to Rome; 
for whICh fervice the people affigned hml the confular dignity, the eagle or fl:andard, 
ar:d confular, C?urt. And they would have me give a large account of thofe two illuf
trIOUS Colom hIS predeceifors, who, Sabellicus tells us, gained a mighty victory over the 
Venetian~, ~s il1all be menti?ned in the 5th chapter; but I refufed to undertake that 
talli, behevmg he was partICularly chofen by Almighty God for fo great an affair as 
that was he performed; and becaufe he was to be fo trulv his apofl:le as, in effect he 
proved it was his will he fhould in this part be like the ~thers, who were called to 
ma,ke, know,n his name from the fea and rivers, and not from courts and palaces, and 
t~ Imitate ~Imfelf, whofe progenitors being of the blood royal of Jerufalem, yet it pleafed 
hIm that hIS r~rents fhould not be much known. Therefore as God gave him all the 
perfonal quahtIes for fuch an undertaking, fo he would have his country and original 
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more hid and obfcure. So it is that fome, who would caft a cloud upon his fame, fay 
he \vas of Nervi, others of Cugureo, and others of Bugiefco, all [mall to\~'ns near the 
city of Genoa, and upon its coaft *. Others, who w~re for exalting of him, fay, he was 
a native of Savona, others of Genoa; others, more vain, make him of Piacenza, in 
which city there are fome honourable per[ons of his f::lmily, and tombs with the arms 
and ir:fcriptions of the family of Colombi, this being then the ufual furname of his pre
deceifors; though he, complying with the country whither he went to live, and begin 
a new fiate of life, modelled the word that it might be like the ancient, and dif
tinguifhed the direCt from the collateral line, calling himfelf Colon. This made me 
apt to believe, that as mofl of his affairs WE"fe guarded by fome fpecial providence, fo 
this very particular concerning his name and furname was not without forne myftery. 
We may inflance many names which were given by fee ret impulfe to denote the effeces 
thofe perfons were to produce, as in his is foretold and expreifed the wonder he per
formed. For if we look upon the common furname of his anceflors we may fay he 
was true Columbus, or Columba, forafmuch as he conveyed the grace of the Holy 
Chofl into that new world which he difcovered. fhewing thofe people who knew him 
not, which was God's beloved Son, as the Holy Glloft did in the figure of a dove at 
St. John's baptifm; and becaufe he alfo carried the olive branch and oil of baptifnl 
over the waters of the ocean, like Noah's dove, to denote the peace and union of 
thofe people with the church, after they had been fuut up in the ark of darknef~ and 
confufion. And the furname of Colon which he revived was proper to him, which in 
Greek fignifies a member, that his proper name being Chrifl:opher, it might be known 
he was a member of Chrifl, by who111 falvation was to be conveyed to thofe people. 
Moreover if we would bring his name to the Latin pronunciation, that is Chrii10phorus 
Colonus; we may fay, that as St. Chrifl:opher is reported to have bore that name, 
becaufe he carried Chrifl over the deep waters with great danger to himfelf, whence 
came the denomination of Chriflopher; and as he conveyed over the people whom 
no other could have been able to carry, fo the Admiral Chrifl:ophorus Colonus, implor
ing the affiflance of Chrifl in that dangerous paifage, went over fafe himfelf and 
his company, that thofe Indian nations might become citizens and inhabitants of 
the church triumphant in heaven; for it is to be believed, that many fouls which the 
devil expeCted to make a prey of, had they not paifed through the water of baptifm, 
were by him made inhabitants and dwellers in the eternal glory of heaven. 

CHAP. II. - Of the Admiral's Father and Mother, and their Quality, and oj the falft 
Account one lZf1liniani gi·ves of his Employ, before he had the Title of Admiral. 

NOT to go upon the etymology, derivation and meaning of the word admiral, but 
to return to the quality and perfons of his progenitors; I fay, that how confiderable 
foever they were, being reduced to poverty and want by the wars and faCtions in Lom
bardy, I do not find after what manner they lived; though the admiral himfelf in a letter 
fays that his anceflors and he always traded by fea. For my farther information in this 
particular, as I paifed through Cugureo, I endeavoured to receive fame information 
from two brothers of the Coloni, who were the richei1: in thofe parts, and reported to 
be fomewhat a.kin to him; but the youngefl of them being above one hundred years 
old, they could give me no account of this affair. Nor do I think that this is any dire 
honour to us who defcend from him, becaufe I th~nk it better that all the honour be 

-* From an authentic record, in a law-fuit, we now know that the great Colon was born at Ferrara. 
EJlalla, xi. 258. 
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derived to us from his perfon, than to. go about to enquire whether his !a~her wa~ a mer
chant or a man of quality that kept hIs hawks and hounds; whereas It 1.S certaill there 
have been a thoufand fuch in all parts, whofe memory was utterly lofr/ill a very thort 
time among their neighbours and. l~indred, fo a~ it is ~~t known whether there ever were 
any fuch men. But I am of OpInIOn that theIr nobIlIty ca~1 add lefs lullre to me th~n 
the honour I receive from fuch a father. And fince hIs own honourable explOIts 
made him not lland in need of the wealth of his predeceffors (who, notwithllanding 
their poverty, were not dellitute of Yir~ue, but only of for~une), he ought at leall, ?y 
his name and worth, to have been ral[ed by authors above the rank of mechamcs 
<lnd handicrafts. "Which yet, if any will "ffirm, grounding his affertion on what one 
Allgllfiin 1 ufiiniani writes in his chronicle; 1 fay, that .1 wil~ not fet myfelf to deny i~, 
begging time or means to prove the contrary by tellimomals; .for as m.uch as !ufl!
niani's writing it does not make that to be looked upon as an artIcle of fa1th, whIch IS 
no longer in the memory of man; fo neither will it be thought undeniable, {hollld 1 fay 
I received the contrary from a thoufand perfons. Nor will 1 {hew his falfehood by 
the hiflories others have writ of Chriftopher Colon, but by this fame author's tefii
many, and writing, in whom is verified the proyerb, that " Liars ought to have good 
memories," becaqie otherwife they contradiCt themfelves, as 1 uftiniani did in this cafe; 
faying in his comparifon of the four languages, upon that expreilion of the pfalm, ill 
fJmnClll terralll f.>:ivit janlls corUlIl, thefe \ ery words: "This Chrifiopher Colon having 
in his tender years attained fome elements of learning, when he came to manly years 
a.pplied himfelf to the art of navigation, and went to Lifbon, in Portugal, where he 
learned cofmography, taught him by a brother of his who there made fea-charts; with 
which improvement, and difcourfillg with thofe that failed to S. George de la Mira, 
in Afric, and his own reading in cofrnograph y, he entertained thoughts of failing to 
thofe countries he difcovered." By \\ hich words it appears that he followed no me
chanic employment, or handicraft; fince, he fays, he employed his childhood in learn
ing, his youth in navigation and cofmography, and his riper years in difcoveries. Thus 
Juftiniani convinces himfelf of falfehood, and proves himfelf an inconfiderate, ralb, and 
malicious countryman: for when he fpeaks of a renowned perf on who did fo much 
honour to his country, whofe hil1oriographer lufliniani made himfelf, though the ad
miral's parents had been very mean, it had been more decent to fpeak of his origin as 
other authors in the like cafe do, faying he was of low parentage, or come of very Roor 
friends, than to ufe injurious words, as he did in his pfalter and afterwards in his 
c?ronicle, falfely calling h!m a mechanic. And fuppofing he had not contradiCted 
hlmfdf, .reafon afelf made It appear that a man who had been employed in art man1olal~ 
or handicraft~ muft b.e born and grow old in it to become a perfeCt mafler; and tha~ 
he would no~ fran; hIS youth h~ve travelled fo many countries, as alfo that he would 
not have attamed 10 much learnmg and knowledge as his aCtions demonfirate he had" 
f . I ' , 

e peCla ly in thofe four principal fciences required to perform what he did, which are 
aftrology, cofmography, geometry and navigation. But it is no wonder that lufiiniani 
fhould dare to deliv.er a~ u.ntruth in this particular, which is hidden, fince in affairs 
well k~own concernmg hIS dlfcovery and navigation, he has inferted above a dozen falfe
~oods I~ hal~ a {heet of paper in ~is pfalter, which 1 {hall briefly hint at, without fray
mg to gIve hnn ~n anfwer, to aVOId interrupting the feries of the hiftory; fince by the 
ve~~ courFe of It, and what others have writ on that fubjeCt, the falfehood of his 
wntmg wlIi be made out. The firfi: therefore was, that the admiral went to Lifbon 
to learn cofn:lOgr~phy of ~ brother of his own that was there; which is quite contrary, 
becaufe he lived III that CIty before, and taught his brother what he knew. The fe-

cond 
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. cond falfehood is, that at his firO: coming into Caftile, their catholic majeO:ies, Ferdi
nand and Habel, or Elizabeth, accepted of his propofal, after it had been feven years 
bandied about and rejected by all men. The third, that he fet out to difcover with 
two iliips, which is not true, for he had three caravals. The fourth, that his firO: dif
covery was Hifpaniola, and it was Guarahani, which the admiral called S. Salvador, or 
S. Saviour. The fifth, that the faid Wand Hifpaniola was inhabited by cannibals, that 
eat men's fleih; and the truth is, the inhabitants of it were the beft people, and moil: 
civilized of any in thofe parts. The fixth, that he took by force of arms the canoe, 
or Indian boat, he faw; whereas it appears that he had no war that firO: voyage with 
any Indian, and continued in peace and amity with them till the day of his. departure 
from Hifpaniola. The feventh, that he returned by way of the Canary Iflands, \vhich 
is not the proper way for thofe velIe Is to return. The eighth, that from the faid ifland 
he difpatched a meifenger to their majefties aforefaid; whereas it is certain, that he was 
not firO: at that ifland, as was obferved, and he himfelf was the meifenger. The 
ninth, that the fecsmd voyage he returned with twelve iliips; and it is manifeft he had 
feventeen. The tenth, that he arrived at Hifpaniola in twenty days, which is a very 
iliort time to reach the neareft iflands, and he performed it not in two months, and 
went to others much farther diftant. The eleventh, that he prefently made from Hif
paniola with two iliips, and it is known there were three he took to go fro,m Hifpa
niola to Cuba. Juftiniani's twelfth falfehood is, that Hifpaniola is four hours diftant 
from Spain, and the admiral reckons it above five. And farther, to add a thirteenth 
to the dozen, he fays, the weO:ern point of Cuba is fix hours diftant from I-lifp:ll1iola, 
making it further from Hifpaniola to Cuba than from Spain to Hispaniola. So that 
by his negligence and heedleffnefs in being well informed and writing the truth of thefe 
particulars, which are fo plain, we may plainly difcern what inquiry he made into that 
which was fo obfcure, wherein he contradicts himfelf, as has been made appear. But 
laying afide this controverfy, wherewith I believe I have by this time tired the reader, 
we will only add, that confldering the many miftakes and falfehoods found in the faid 
J uftiniani's hiftory and pfalter, the fenate of Genoa has laid a penalty upon any perfon 
that iliall read or keep it; and has caufed it to be carefully fought out in 2.11 places it 
has been fent to, that it may by public decree be defl:royed and utterly extinguiilied. 
I will return to our main defign, concluding \vith this aifertion, that the admiral was 
a man of learning and great experience; that he did not employ his time in handicraft 
or mechanic exercifes, but in fuch as became the grandeur and renown of his wonder
ful exploits; and will conclude this chapter with fome words taken out of a letter 
he writ himfelf to prince John of Caftile's nurfe, which are thefe. 

" I am not the firO: admiral of my family, let them give me what name they pleafe; 
for when all is done, David, that moft prudent King, was firft a iliephcrd, and after
wards chofen King of Jerufalem, and I am fervant to that fame Lord who raifed him 
to fuch dignity." 

CHAP. III. - Of the Admiral's PerJon, am! what Sciences be [eanzed. 

THE admiral was well {baped, and of a more than middling ftature, long vifag-ed, 
his cheeks fomewhat fuil, yet neither fat nor lean; he had a hawk nore, his eyes 
white, his complexion white, with a lovely red; in his youth his hair was fair, but 
when he came to thirty years of age, it all turned gi"cy. He was always modeft 
and fparing in his eating, drinking, and his drefs. Among fhangers he was 
affable, and pleafant among his domeftics, yet with modefty'and an eafy gravity. 

He 
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He was fo {hiD: in religious matters, that for fafl:ing and faying all th:. divine office 
h might be thourrht profeft in fome religious order. So great was hIS averfion to 
r:earing and Curfi~lg, tha~ I protert I never heard .hi~ fwear any other oath but by 
S Ferdinand' and when m the greatefl: paffion WIth any body, he would vent hIS 
f~leen by raying, " .God take you fo~. doing or faying f~." When. he was ~o :wri~e, 
his way of trying hIS pen was by :vnt!l1g thefe words, J~/us c~m Manajit nobIS t~l VIa, 
and that in [nch a charaCter, as mIght vcry well f~rve to get hIS br.ead. But r:affi!1g by 
other particulars of his adions and manners, whIch ~1ay be mentlOned at thel~' proper 
time in the courfe of this hinory, let us proceed to gIve an account to what fClence he 
mort addiCted himfelf. In his tender years he applied bimfelf fo much to {iudy at 
Pavia, as was fufficient to underftand cofmograpby; to which fort of reading he was 
much addicted, for \yhich rea [on he alfo applied himfelf to aftrology and geometry, 
beC<!ufe thefe fciences are fo linked together that·the one cannot fubfift without the 
other; and becaufe Ptolemy, in the beginning of his cofmography, fays that no man 
can be a aood cofmographer unlers he be a painter :00, therefore he learned to draw, 
in order fo defcribe lands, and fet down cofmographical bodies, planes or rounds. 

CHAP. IV. - How < the Admiral employed himfelf before he came into Spain. 

THE admiral having gained fome infight in fciences, began to apply himfelf to the 
fea, and made fome voyages to the eaft and weft; of which, and many other things 
of thofe his firft days. I have no perfeCt knowledge, becaufe he died at fuch time as 
I, being confined by filial duty, had not the boldnefs to ail;: him to give an account of 
things'; or, to fpeak the trutb, being but young, I was at that time far from being 
troubled with fuch thoughts. But in a letter writ by him, in the year 150 I, to their 
catholic majefties, to whom he durft not have writ any thing but the truth, he has 
thefe following words :-" MoO: ferene princes; I went to fea very young, and have 
continued it to this day; and this art inclines thofe that follow it to be defirous to 
difcover the fecrets of this world. It is now forty years that I have been failing to all 
thofe parts, at prefent frequented; < and I have dealt and converfed with wife people, 
as well clergy as laity, Latins, Greeks, Indians, and Moors, and many others of other 
feCts; and our Lord has been favourable to this my inclination, and I have received of 
him the fpirit of underftanding: he has made me very {j.;,ilful in navigation, knowing 
enough in aftrology, and fo in geometry and arithmetic. God hath given me a genius 
and hands apt to draw this globe,and on it the cities, rivers, iflands and ports, all in 
their proper places. During this time I have feen, and endeavoured to fee all books 
ofcofmography, hiftory, and philofophy, and of other fciences; fo that our Lord ha<; 
fenfibly opened my underHanding, to the end I may fail from hence to the Indies, and 
made me moft willing to put this in execution. Filled wi,h this defire, I came to your 
highneiTes. All that heard of my undertaking, rejeCted it with contempt and fcorn. 
In your highne£fes alone, faith and conl1ancy had their feat." In another letter, \ 
written from Hifpdniola, in January 1495, to their catholic majefties, telling them the 
errors and miftake~.commonly made in voyages and pilo~ting, he fays thus, " It hap
pened to me that Kmg Renee whom God has taken to hltllfelf, fent to me to Tunis to 
t~k: the galeaffe called Fernandina; . and being near to ~he ifland. of St. Peter by Sar
dl11Ia, I was told there were two fhlps and a barack WIth the [aid galea£fe, which dif
compared my men, and they refolved to go no farther, but to return to Marfeilles for 
~other {hip and ~ore me~; and I pe~ceiving there was no going againfi: their wills, 
Without rome contnvance, Yielded to their defires, and changing the point of the needle, 

fet 
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fet fail when it was late, and next morning at break of day we found ollr[elves near 
Cape Cartegna, all aboard thinking we had certainly been failing for Marfeilles." In 
the fame manner in a memorandum, or obfervation, he made to thow that all the five 
zones are habitable, and proving it by experience in navigation, h~ fays, " In February 
1467, I failed myfelf an hundred leagues beyond Thule (Ifeland), whore northern part 
is feventy-three degrees diftant from the equinoctial, and not fixty-three degrees as 
fome will have it to be; nor does it lie upon the line where Ptolemy's Weft begins, 
but much more to the' weftwards; and to this ifland, which is as big as England, the 
Englith trade, efpecially from Briftol. At the time when I was there, the fea was not 
frozen, but the tides were fo great, that in fome places it fwelled twenty-fix fathoms, 
and fell as much." The truth is, that the Thule Ptolemy fpeaks of lies where he fays, 
and this by the moderns is called Frizeland. And then to prove that the equinoctial, 
or land under it, is habitable, he fays. " I was in the fort of St. George de la Mira, 
belonging to the King of Portugal, which lies under the equinoctial, and I am a witnefs 
that it is not uninhabitable, as fome would have it." And in his book of his firfl: 
voyage, he fays he faw fome mermaids on the coaft of Menegueta, but that they are 
not fo like ladies, as they are painted. And in another place he Jays, " I ob
ferved feveral times in failing froin Lifbon to Guinea, that a degree on the earth, 
anfwers to fifty-fix miies and two thirds." And farther, he adds, that in Scio, an 
ifland of the Archipelago, he faw maftic drawn from fome trees. In another place 
he fays, " I was upon the fea twenty-three years, without being off it any time worth 
the fpeaking of; and I faw all the eaft and all the weft, and may fay towards the north, 
or England, and have been at Guinea; yet I never faw harbours for goodnefs like 
thofe of the Weft Indies." And a little farther he fays that he took to the fea at 
fourteen years of age, and ever after followed it. And in the book of the fecond 
voyage, he fays, " I had got two 1hips, and left one of them at Porto Santo, for a 
certain reafon that occurred to me, where the continued one day, and the next day 
after I joined it at Lillion, becaufe I light of a ftorm and contrary winds at fouth-weft, 
and the had but little wind at north-eaft which was contrary." So that from there 
inftances we may gather how much experience he had in fea affairs, and how many 
countries and places he travelled before he undertook his difcovery. 

CHAP. V. - The Admiral's coming into Spain, and how he made hi!7!fdf known ill 
Portugal, which was the CauJe of his difcovering the HTtjl Indies. 

AS concerning the caufe of the admiral's coming into Spain, and his being addicted 
to fea affClirs, the occafion of it was a famous man of his name and family, called Colon, 
renowned upon the fea, on account of the fleet he commanded againfl: infidels, and 
even in his own country, infomuch that they made ure of his name to frighten the 
children in the cradle; whofe perfon and fleet it is likely were very confiderable, be
caufe he at once took four Venetian galleys, whofe bignefs and ftrength I ihould not 
have believed, had I not feen them fitted out. This man was called Colon the Younger, 
to diftinguith him from another who was a great feaman before him. Of which Colon 
the Younger, Marc Antony Sabellicus, the Livy of our age, fays in the eighth book of 
his tenth decade, that he lived near the time when Maximilian, fon to the Emperor 
Frederic the Third, was chofen King of the Romans: Jerome Donato was fent am
baffador from Venice into Portugal, to return thanks in the name of the republic to 
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Kili.g John the Second, becaufe he had clothed and relieved all th~ c:ew belon9'ing to 
the aforefaid great galleys, which were coming fr?m Flanders~ rebevmg them In fuch 
a manner, as they were enabled to return to ~emce, they havlI~g been overcome by 
the famous corfair Colon the Younger, near Ltfbon, who had ftnpped and turned them. 
alhore. W"hich authority of fo grave an author as Sabellicus, may make us !enfible ~t 
the afore-mentioned luiliniani's malice, fince in his hifl:ory he made no mentIOn of tIm, 
particular, to the end it might not appear that the family of, Colon. was lefs obfcure 
than he would make it. And if he did it through ignorance, he IS neverthelefs to 
blame, for undertaking to write the hifl:ory of his country, and omitti~g f? remarkable a 
yicrory, of \;"hich its enemies rhemfelves make mention. For the hlftonan, Qur adver
fary, makes fa great account of his viCtory, that he fays.ambaffadors were/ent o~ that 
account to the King of Portugal. Which fame author 111 the afore-mentIOned elghth 
book, fomewhat further, as one lefs obliged to inquire into the admiral's difcovery, 
makes mention of it., \vithout adding thofe twelve lies which 1 ufl:iniani inferted. But 
to return to the matter in hand, I fay, that whilft the admiral failed with the aforefaid 
Colon the Younger, which was a lo~g time, it fell out that under!l:anding the before
mentioned four great Venetian galleys were coming from Flanders, they went out to 
feek, and found them beyond Lillion, about Cape St. Vincent, which is in Portugal, 
where falling to blows, they "fought furioufly and grappled, beating one another from 
veffel to veirel with the utmofl: rage, making ufe not only of their weapons, but artifi
cial fire-works; [0 that after they had fought from morning till evening and abundance 
were killed on both fides; the admiral's {hip took fire, ag did a great Venetian galley, 
which being fafl: grappled together with iron hooks and chains, ufed to this purpofe by 
fea-faring men, could neither of them bE relieved, becaufe of the cqnfufion there was 
among them, and the fright of the fire, which in a iliort time was fo increafed, that there 
was no other remedy but for all that could to leap into the water, fa to die [ooner rather 
than bear the torture of the !-ire. Bnt the admiral being an excellent [wimmer, and. 
feeing himfelf two leagues or a little further from land, laying hold of an oar, \vhich 
good fortune offered him, and fometin:es refl:ing upon it, fometimes fwimming, it 
pleafed God, who had preferved him for greater ends, to give him ftrength to get to 
fhore; but fo tired and fpent with the water, that he had much ado to recover himfelf. 
And becaufe it was not far from Liibon, where he knew there were many Genoefe 
his countrymen, he went away thither as faft as he could, where being known by 
them he was fo courteoufly received and entertained, that he fet up houfe and married 
a wife in that city. And forafmuch as he behaved himfelf honourably, and was a 
man of a comely prefence, and did nothing but what was jufi; it happened that a lady 
whofe name was Donna Felipa Moniz, of a good family and penfioner in the mo· 
naf1:ery of All faints, whither the admiral ufed to go to mats, was fa taken with them, 
that {he became his wife. His father-in-law Peter Moniz Perefl:rello being dead, they 
we~t to live with the mother-in-Ia~, where being together, and {he feeing him fo much 
addlcr:d to cofmography, told hun that her huiband Peref1:rello had been a great 
fea-farmg man, and that he with two other captains having obtained the King of Por
~I!gal's leave, went to make difcoveries upon condition, that dividing what they found 
mto th.ree parts they were to caft lots who iliould chufe firfl:. Being thus agreed, 
they faIled away to th: fouth-weft, and arrived at the ifland of Madeira and Porto Saato, 
p~a~es n~v~r before dIfcovered.. And becaufe the ifland of Madeira was biggeft; t~ey 
dmded It mto t~o parts; the rftand of Porto Santo, being the third, which fell to 
the lot of the [aId Perefirello, Colon's father-in-law, who had the government of it till 
he died. 

The 
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The admiral being much delighted to hear fuch voyages and relations, his mother
in-law gave him the journals and fea charts left her by her huiliand, which ftill more 
inflamed the admiral; and he inquired into the other voyages the Portuguefe then 
made to St. George de la Mira, and along the coaft of Guinea, being much pleafed to 
difcourfe with thofe that had failed thither. To fay the truth, I cannot certainly tell 
whether, whilft this wife lived, the admiral went to Mira or Guinea, as I faid above, 
the reafon feems to require it. However it was, as one thing leads to another, and one 
confideration to another, fo whilft he was in Portugal he began to refleCt, that as the 
Portuguefe travel fo far fouthward, it were no lefs praper to fail away weftward, and 
land might in reafon be found that way. That he might be the more certain and con
fident in this particular he began to look over all the cofmographers again whom he 
had read before, and to obferve what aftrolugical reafons would corroborate this pro
jeCt; and therefore he took notice of what any perfons whatfoever fpoke to that pur. 
pofe, and of failors particularly, which might any way be a help to him. Of all which 
things he made fuch good ufe, that he concluded for certain, that there were many 
lands weft of the Canary iflands, and Cabo Verde; and that it was pollible to fail to 
and difcovcr them. But that it may appear from what mean arguments he came to 
deduce, or make out fo vaft an undertaking, and to fatisfy many who are defirous to 
know particularly, what motives induced him to difcover thefe countries, and expofe 
himfelf in fo dangerous an undertaking, I will here fet down what I have found in his 
papers relating to this afFair. 

CHAP. VI. - The principal Motives that inclined the Admiral to believe he might dif- . 
cover the Wtft Indies. 

BEING about to deliver the motives that inclined the admiral to undenake the 
difcovery of the Weft, Indies, I fay they were three, viz, n~tur~l reafon, authority 
of writers, and the teftlffiony of fadors. As to the firft, which IS natural fearon, I 
fay he concluded that all the fea and land compofed a fphere or globe; which might 
be ~one about from eaft to weft, travelling round it, till men came to Hand feet 
to feet one againft another in any oppofit.e parts whatfoever. Secondly, he gave it for 
granted, and was fatisfied by the authOrIty of approved authors, that a great part of 
this ulobe had been already travelled over,. and that there then only remained, to 
di[co~er the whole, and make it known that fpace which lay between the eaftern 
bounds of India, known to Ptolemy and Marinus, round about eaftward, till they 
came through our weftern parts to the Wands Azores, and of Cabo Verde the moft 
weftern parts yet difcovered., Thirdly, he confid~re~, that this fpace lying between the 
e3.ftern limits known to Marmus, and the aforefald til and of Cabo V erde~ could not 
be above a third part of the great circumfernce of the globe, fince the faid Marinus 
was already gone fifteen hours, or twenty-four parts, into which the world is divided 
towards the eaft; and therefore to return to the faid iiles of Cabo Verde, there wanted 
'about eight parts; for the faid Marinus is faid to have begun his difcovery towards the 
weft. Fourthly, he reckoned, that fince Marinus had in his faid cofmography, given 
an account of fifteen hours, or parts of the globe towards the eaft, and yet was not 
come to the end of the eaftern land, it followed of courfe, that the faid end mull 
be much beyond that; and confequelltly the farther it extended eaftward. the nearer 
it came to the ifiands Cabo Verde, towards our weftern parts; and that if fllCI1 fpace 
were fea, it might eafily be failed in a few days, and if land, in would be fooner dif. 
covered by the weft, becaufe_ it would be nearer to the faid ifiands. To which reafon 
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may be added, that given by Strabo in the fifteenth book of his e?fmog~aphy, that 
no l1,1an with an army ever went fo far as the e~fiern bound~ ~f India" whIch Ctefias 
writes is as big as all the r~fi, of Afia; On;0cntus a,ffinns, ~t I~ the thIrd part of ,the 
globe; and N earchus, that It IS four months Journey m a fir~lt l,me; befi,des that, Plmy, 
in the feventeenth chapter of his fixth book, fays that India IS the thll'd part of the 
earth; whence he argued, that being fo large, it mufl: be nearer Spain by way of weft. 
The fifth argument that induced him to believe, that the diftance that way was fmall, 
he took from the opinion of Alfragranus aIld his followers, who make the CIrcumference 
of the globe much lefs than all other writers and cofmographers, allo\ving but fifty
fix miles and two-thirds to a degree. '\Thence he would infer, that the whole globe 
being- fmall, that extent of the third part muf1: of necdIity be fmall, which Marinus left 
as unknown; therefore that part might be failed in lefs time than he affigned; for 
fince the eaftern bounds of India were not yet difcovered, thofe bounds mufi lie near 
to us weft ward, and therefore the lands he !bould difcover, might properly be called 
Indies. By this it plainly appears, how much one Mr. Roderick, archdeacon of Seville, 
was in the wrong as well as his followers, who blame the adG.liral; faying, he ought 
not to have called thofe parts Indies, becaufe they are not fo; whereas the admiral did 
not c~ll them Indies, becaufe they had been -feen or difcovered by any other perfon, 
but as being the eafl:ern part of India beyond Ganges, to which no cofmographer ever 
affigned bounds, or made it border on any other country eaftward, but only upon the 
ocean; and becaufe thefe were the eaftern unknown lands of India, and have no parti .. 
eular name of their own; therefore he gave them the name of the neareft country, 
calling them ,V eft Indies, and the more becaufe he knew all men were fenfible of the 
riches and wealth of India; and therefore by that name he thought to tempt their 
catholic majefties, who were doubtful of his undertaking, t(lling them he went to 
difcover the Indies by way of the weft. And this moved him rather to defire to be 
employed by the King of Cafiile, than by any other Prince. 

CHAP. VII. - Tbe Jecond Moti·ve inducing tbe Admiral to difco-ver the Wijl Illdies. 

TI-IE fecond motive that encouraged the admiral to undertake the aforefaid enter
prife, and which might reafonably give occafion to call the countries he {hould fo 
difco,ver Indies, was the great autho~ity of iear?ed men, who faid that it was poilible 
to farl from the weftern coaft of Afnc and SDam, weil:ward to the eaftern bounds of 
India, al~d that it was no great fea that lay b~tween them, as Arifl::otle affirms, at the 
end of hl~ fecond ?o?k of heaven and t~le world; ,where he fays, That they may fail 
from India to CadIZ m a few ,days; whIch fome thll1k Av~rroes proves, writing upon 
th~t place. And S~ne~a m hiS firfi book ,of na~ure" lookmg upon the knowledge of 
th,lS ,world as nothl,ng m r~fpe0 of what IS attamed III the next life, fays, a !hip may 
fail m a few days WIth a fair wmd from the co aft of Spain to that of India. And if as 
fome would have it, this fame Seneca writ the tragedies, we may conclude it wa~ to 
the fame purpofe,that in the chorus of his Medea, he fpeaks thus; 

Venient annis 
Sa:cula feris, quibus Oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pateat teIIus, Typhyfque novos 
Detegat orbes, nec fit terris 

Ultima Thule. 

That IS, there ,will come an age in latter years, when the occean will loofc the bonds 
of 
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d things, and a great country be difcovered, and another like Typhys !hall difcover 
a new world, and Thule {hall no longer be the lafr part of the earth. 'Which now 
mofr certainly has been fulfilled in the perfon of the admiral. And Strabo in the 
firfr book of his cofmography, fays the ocean encompaffes all the earth; that in the 
eafr, it \l'afhes the coaft of India, and in the wefr, thofe of Mauritania and Spain, and 
that, if the vaftnefs of the Atlantic did not hinder, they might foon fail from the 
one to the other upon the fame parallel. The fame he repeats in the fecond book. 
Pliny in the fecond book of his natural hifrory, chap. 3. adds, that the ocean 
furrounds all the earth, and that the extent of it from eafr to wefr, is from India to 
Cadiz. The fame author, book the fixth, chap. 3 I, and Solin us, chap. 63. of 
the remarkable things in the world, fay, that from the iflands Gorgones, fuppofed 
to be thofe of Cabo Verde, was forty days fail on the Atlantic ocean, to the illands 
Hefperidcs, which the admiral concluded were thofe of the Wefr Indies, Marcus 
Paulus Venetus, and John Mandiville, in their travels fay, they went much farther 
eaftward than Ptolemy and Marinus mention, who perhaps do not fpeak of the eaftern 
fea; yet by the account they give of the eafr' it may be argued, that the faid India is 
not far diftant from Afric and Spain. Peter AIiacus ill his treatifc, De imagine 
JIIllildi, chap. 8. De quantitate terra: habitabilis, et Julius CapitolilZllS, de loci .. 
habitabilibus, and in feveral other treatifes, fay, that Spain and India are neighbours 
wei1:ward. And in the nineteenth chapter of his cofmography, he has thefe words; 
according to the philofophers and Pliny, the ocean ,that firetches between th~ wefrern 
borders of Spain and Mrick, and from the beginning of India eafrward is of no great 
extent, and there is no doubt but it may be failed over in a few days, with a fair 
wind, and therefore the beginning of India eafrward, cannot be far difiant from the 
end of Africk wefrward. Thefe and the like authorities of fuch writers, inclined 
the admiral to believe that the opinion he had conceived was right, and one Mr. Paul, 
phyfician to Mr. Dominic of Florence, contemporary with the admiral, much en
couraged him to undertake the faid voyage. For this Mr. Paul, being a friend to one 
Ferdinand Martinez, a canon of Lillion, and they writing to one another concerning 
the voyages made in the time of King AIphonfo of Portugal to Guinea, and con
cerning what might be made wefi\vard; the admiral who was moll: curious in thefe 
affairs, got knowledge of it, and foon, by the means of Laurence Girardi, a Floren
tine refiding at Lillion, writ upon this fubjecr to the faid Mr. Paul, fending him a fmall 
fphere, and acquainting him with his deogn. Mr. Paul fent his anfwer in Latin, which 
in Englifh is thus. 

CHAP. VIII. - A Letter from Paul, a Phyjician of Florence, to the Adn:iral, concern
ing tbe Difcov~ry of the bldicf. 

" To Chrifropher Colon, Paul the phyfician wiih2s health. 
" I perceive your noble and earnefi defire to fail to thofe parts where the, fpice is 

produced; and therefore in anfwer to a letter of yours, I fend you another letter, 
which fome days once I writ to a friend of mine, and fervant to the King of Portugal, 
before the wars of CafriIe, in anfwer to another he writ to me by his Highnefs's order, 
upon this fame account, and I fend you another fea-chart like that I fent him, which 
will fatisfy your demands. The copy of that letter is this." 

" To Ferdinand Martinez, canon of Lillion, Paul the phyfician wilhes health. 
" I am very glad to hear of the familiarity you have with your mofr ferene and 

magnificent. King, and though I have very often difcourfed concerning the {hort way 
c 2 the 
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there is from hence to the Indies, where the fpice is prod.uced, by fea, which I look 
upon to be fhorter than that you take by the coaft of Gumea ~ yet yO? now tell me, 
that his Highnefs would llave me make out and demonftrate It, fa as I.t m,ay be. un
derftood and put in praCtice. Therefore, though I could better £hew It hIm wIth a 
globe in my h2nd, and make him.renfi~l.e of the figure ~f the world; yet I have re
folved to render it more eafy and mtelhglble, to £hew thIs way upon a chart, fuch as 
are ufed in navigation; and therefore I fend one to his majdly, made and draWl! with 
mv own hand wherein is fet down the utmoft bounds of the weft from Ireland, m the 
north, to the 'fartheft part of Gui~ea, with a!~ t~e iilands that li.e in t~e way: . oppo
fite to which wefl:ern coafl: is defcnbed the begmnmg of the IndIes, wIth the dlands, 
and places whither you may go, and how far you maY,bend from the north pole to
wards the equinoCtial, and for how long a ti~e ; ,that IS, how m~ny l~agues y~u may 
fail before you come to thofe places moft frUitful m all forts of fpI~e, Jewels, and pre
cious fl:ones. Do not wonder if I term that country where the fpIce grows weft, that 
product being generally afcribed to the eafl:, becaufe thofe who £hall fail weftward, 
will always find thofe places in the wefl:; and they that travel by land eaftward, will 
ever find thofe places in the eart. The fl:rait line:,; that lie lengthways in the chart, 
1how the difl:ance there is from wefl: to eafl:, the other crofs them, £how the diil:ance 
from north to fouth. I have alfo marked down in the faid chart, feveral places in 
India, where {hips might put in upon any ftorm or contrary winds, orJ any other 
accident unforefeen. And moreover, to give you full information of all thofe places, 
which you are very defirous to know; you muft underil:and, that none but traders 
live or refide in all thofe iflands, and that there is there as great a number of £hips 
and fea-faring people with merchandize, as in any other part of the world, particu
larly in a moil: noble part called ZaCton, where there are every year an hundred large 
{hips of pepper loaded and unloaded, befides many other {hips that take in other fpice. 
This country is mighty populous, and there are many provinces and kingdoms, and 
innumerable cities under the dominion of a Prince called the Great Cham, which name 
fignifies King of Kings, who for the moft part refides in the provin~e of Cathay. His 
predeceifors were very defirous to have commerce, and be in amity with Chrifl:ians; 
and two hundred years fince, fent ambaifadors to the Pope, defiring him to fend them 
many learned men and doCtors to teach them our faith; but by reafon of fome 
obftacles the ambaifadors met with, they returned back without coming to Rome. 
Befides there came an ambaifador to Pope Eugenius IV. who told him the great friend
{hip there was between thofe Princes, their people and Chrifl:ians. I difcourfed with 
him a long while upon the feveral matters of ~he, grandeur of their royal il:ruCture, 
and o~ the greatnefs, !ength and breadth o,f ,theIr nvers, and he told me many wonder
ful thmgs of the multitude of towns and CItIes founded along the banks of the rivers 
~nd that there .were two hundred cities UpOH. one onl;: river, with marble bridges ove; 
It of a great length and breadtH, and adorned WIth abundance of pillars. This 
country deferves, as well as any other to be difcovered; and there may not only be 
great profit ,made there, and ~any, things of value fo~.md, but alfo gold, filver, all 
forts of preCIOUS il:ones, and fpIces m abundance, whIch are not brought into our 
parts. A~d it i~ certain, that many wi~e me,n, philofophers, afl:r,ologers, and other 
perfons :I1{llle~ III ~ll arts, and, very ~ngemous, govern that mIghty province, and 
c.ommand their an~'lles.. From ~1{bon direCtly wefl:ward, th~re are in the chart twenty
hx [paces, each or whIch contams two hundred and fifty mIles, to the moft noble and 
~a~ city of Quifay, which is o,ne hundred miles in co~pafsJ that is thirty-five leagues, 
lil It there are ten marble bndges; the name figmfies a heavenly city, of which 

3 wonderful. 
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wonderful things are reported, as to the ingenuity of the people, the buildings 
:and revenues. This fpace above-mentioned is almo£l the third part of the globe. 
This city is in the province of Mango, bordering on that of Cathay, where the King 
for the mo£l part refides. From the Wand Antilla, which you call the feven cities, 
and whereof you have fome knowledge to the mo£l noble- ifland of Cipango, are ten 
fpaces, which make two thoufand five hundred miles, or two hundred and twenty-five 
leagues, which ifland abo-unds in gold, pearls, and precious £lones: and you muft 
under£land, they cover their temples and palaces with plates of pure gold. So that 
for want of knowing the way, all thefe things are hidden and concealed, and yet may 
be gone to with fafety. Much more might be raid, but having told you what is mon: 
material, and you being wife and judicious, I am fatisfied there is nothing of it but 
what you under£land, and therefore I will not be more prolix. Thus much may ferve 
to fatisfy your curiofity, it being as much as the fhortnefs of time and my bufinefs 
would permit me to fay. So I remain mo£l ready to fatisfy and ferve his Highnefs to 
the utmo£l, in all the commands he fhall lay upon me. 

" Florence, June 25, 1474." 

After this letter, he again writ to the admiral as follows: 

" To Chri£lopher Colon, Paul the phyfician willies health. 
" I received your letters with the things you fent me, which I take as a great 

favour, and commend your noble and ardent defire of failing from ea£l to we£l, as it 
is marked out in the chart I fent you, which would demonfl:rate itfelf better in the 
form of a globe.· I am glad it is well under£lood, and that the voyage laid down is 
not only poffible, but true, certain, honourable, very advant3geous, and mo£l glorious 
among all Chri£lians. You cannot be perfeCl: in the knowledge of it, but by expe
rience and pratl:ice, as I have had in great meafure, and by the folid and true infor
mation of worthy and wife men, who are come from thofe parts to this court of 
Rome, and from merchants who have traded long in thofe parts, and are perfons. of 
good reputation. So that when the faid voyage is performed, it will be to powerful 
kingdoms, and to mo£l noble cities and provinces, rich, and abounding ie. all things 
we ftand in need of, particularly in all forts of fpice in great quantities, and ftore of 
jewels. This will moreover be grateful to thofe Kings and Princes, who are very 
defirous to converfe and trade with Chri£lians of thefe our countries, whether it be 
for fome of them to become Chri£lians, or eIfe to have communication with the wife 
and ingenious men of thefe parts, as well in point of religion, as in all fciences, be
caufe of the extraordinary account they have of the kingdoms and government of 
thefe parts. For which reafons and many more that might be alledged, I do not at 
all admire, that you who have a great heart, and all the Portuguefe nation, which 
has ever had notable men in all undertakings, be eagerly bent upon performing this 
voyage." 

This letter, as was faid before, encouraged the admiral much to go upon his dif. 
covery, though what the doctor there writ was falfe, as believing that the firfi: land 
they fhould meet with, would be Cathay, and the empire of the Great Cham, with the 
reft he there relates; fince as experience has made appear, the diftance from our In
dies to that, i~ greater than from hence to our Indies. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. - The third M"ti·ve and Inducement, which in /ome Mea/ure excited tht 
Admiral to Difcovcr the Well Indies. 

THE third and bft motive the admiral had to undertake the difcovery of the Well: 
Indies, was the hopes of finding, before he came to In~ia, f~me very ben,e~cia~ ifland 
or continent, from whence he might the better pur[ue hIS mam defign. 1 his his hope 
was grounded upon the authority of many wife men and philofophers, who looked 
upon it as mofr certain, that the greatefr. pa:~ of this terraqueous globe was land, or 
that there was more earth than iea; 'whlch It [0, he argued, that between the coafr of 
Spain and the bounds of India then known, there T?ufr be many iflands~ and ,much 
continent, as experience has fince demonfrrated, whIch he the more readIly belIeved, 
beincr impofed upon by many fables and frories which he heard told by feveral per[ons 
and [ailors, who traded to the iflands and wefrern rea, and to Madera; which tefri
monies making fomewhat to his purpofe, they were Cure to gaiil a place in his me
mory. Therefore I will not forbear relating them, to fatisfy thofe that take delight 
in fuch curiofities. It is therefore requifite to be underfrood, that a pilot of the King 
of Portugal, whofe name was Martin Vicente, told him, that he being once four hun
dred and fifty leagues wefrward of Cape St. Vincent, found and took up in the rea, a 
piece of wood ingenioufly \vrought, but not with iron; by which, and the wind having 
been wefr for many days, he gueifed that piece of wood came from fame iiland that 
way. Next one Peter Correa, who had married the admiral's wife's filler, told him, 
that in the iiland of Porto Santo he had feen another piece of wood brought by the 
fame winds, well wrought, as that above mentioned; and that there had been canes 
found fo thick, that every joint would hold above fOllr quarts of wine; which he faid 
he affirmed to the King of Portugal himfelf difcourfing with him about thefe affairs, 
and that they were fl1ewn him; and there being no place in our parts where fuch 
ca~;:s grow, he looked upon it as certain, that the wind had brought them from fome 
neighbouring iflands, or elfe from India. For Ptolemy, in the firfr book of his cof
mography, chap. 17, fays, there are fuch canes in the eafrern parts of India: and 
fame of the iflanders, particularly the Azores, told him, that when the weft wind 
blew long together, the fea drove fame pines upon thofe iilands, particularly upon 
Gratiofa and Fayal, there being no fuch in all thofe parts: And that the fea caft upon 
this i~and. of ~lor:s, another of the ~z~res, two dead bodies of men, very broad faced, 
and dIffermg In aipccr from the Chnftlans. At Cape Verga and thereabouts, they 
fay, they once faw fome covered Almadies or boats, which it is believed were drove 
tl1at way by [trefs of weather, as they were going over from one iiland to another. 
Nor were thefe only the motives he then had, which yet feemed reafonable; but there 
were thofe that told him they had feen fame Wands, among whom was Anthonv Leme 
married in the iD.and of Madera, who told him, that having made a confiderable ru~ 
in a .caraval of his own wei1:ward, .he had feen three i0ands. There he did not give 
credIt to, becaufe he found by theIr own words and dIfcourfe, that they had not failed 
one hundred leagues to the weftward, and tk,t they had been deceived by fame rocks 
taking t?em for ii'1ands; or elfe perhaps they w~re fame of thofe floating iflands tha; 
are c~rn~d about by the water, called by, the fallors ~guadas, whereof Pliny makes 
mention In the firft book, ~hap. 97, of hIS natural hlftory; where he fays, that in 
the northern parts the fea dIfcovered forne fpot~ of land, on which there are trees of 
deep roots, which parcels, of land ~re carried about like floats or iilands upon the 
water. Seneca undertakmg to give a natural reafon why there are fuch forts of 
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ifiands, fays in his third book, that it is the nature of certain [pungy and light rocks, 
[0 that the Wands made of them in India, fwim upon the water. So that were it 
never fa true, that the faid Anthony Leme had feen fame ifhnd, the admiral was of 
opinion, it could be nu other than one of them, fuch as thole called of St. Brandam 
are fuppofed to be, where many wonders are reported to have been feen. There is 
alfo an account of others that lie much northward, and always burn. luventius For
tunatus relates, that there is an account of two iflands towards the weft, and more 
fouthward than thofe of Cabo Verde, which f\Vim along upn!} the water. Thefe a;1d 
the like grounds might move feveral people of the Wands oj Ferro and la Gomera, 
as alfo of the Azores, to affirm that they faw iflands towards the weft every year, 
which they looked upon as moft certain, and many perfons of reputation fwore it was 
true. He fays, moreover, that in the year 1484, there came into Portugal, one from 
the ifland of Madera to beg a caraval of the King, to go to difcover a country, which he 
fwore he faw every year, and always after the felf-fam~ manner, agreeing with others, 
who faid they had feen it from the iflands Azores. On which grounds in the charts 
and maps formerly made, they placed fame Wands thereabouts; and particular! y be
caufe Arifl:otle in his book of wonderful natural things, affirms, it was reported that 
fame Carthaginian merchants had failed through the Atlantic fea to a moll fruitful 
iDand, as we {hall declare more at large hereafter, which ifland fome Portuguefe inferted 
in their maps, calling it Antilla; though they did not agree in the fituatioll with 
Ariftotle, yet none placed it above two hundred leagues due weft from the Canaries 
and Azores, which they conclude to be certainly the iDand of the feven cities, peopled 
by the Portugllefe at the time that Spain was conquerc:d by the Moors in the year 
7 I -1. At which time, they fay, feven bifhops with their people embarked and failed 
to this ifland, where each of them built a city; and to the end none of their people 
might think of returning to Spain, they burnt the {hips, tack);~ ~111d all things nece r• 

fary for failing. Some Portuguefe difcourfing about this ifhnd, there were ,tho1'e 
that affirmed feveral Portugueie had gone to it, who could not find th,~ way to it 
again. Particularly they fay, that in -the time of H~nry, infaat of Portu~al, a Portu
guefe {hip was drove by ftrefs of w2ather to this ifland Antilla, when~ the men went 
on {hare, and were led by the iflanders to their church, to fce whether they \,/21"-:: 

Chrifl:ians, and obferved the Roman ceremonies, and perceiving they did, they d,,
fired them not to depart till their lord came, who was then abL:nt, and would makr;; 
very much of them, and give them many prefents, and to whom ~hcy wOllld prcf2:1tl)' 
fend advice; but the mafter and feamen were afraid of being detained, fufpecting 
thofe people had not a mind to be difcovered, and might therefore burn their n1ip, and 
for that reafon they failed back to Portugal, hoping to be revvarded for w'hat they had 
done, by the Infante. He reproved them fcyerely, and bid them return quickly; but 
the mafter for fear run away from Portugal with the {hip and men; and it is re~ 
ported, that whilft the feamen were at church in the faid ifland the boys of the {hip 
gathered land for the cook-room, the third part whereof they found to be pure gold. 
Among others that fet out to difcover this iDand, was one James de Fiene, whofe pil')t 
Peter Velafquer, of the town of Palos de Moguer, told the admiral in the monaftery 
of St. Mary de la Rabida, that they fet out from Fayal, and failed above one hun
dred and fifty leagues fouth-weft, and in their return difcovered the ifland Flores, bein~ 
led to it by abundance of birds they faw fly that way, becaufe thofe being land and n~t 
fea fowls, they judged they could not ref[ but upon land: after which they failed [0 
far north-eaft, till they came to Cape Clare, in the weft of Ireland, where they met 
with Iliff wefterly winds, and yet a fmooth fea, which they imagined was caufed by 
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fome land that {beltered it towards the wefi. But it bei~g then th~ month of Auguft, 
they would not turn towards ~he Wand, for fear of wmter. ThIS was above fo:-ty 
years before our Indies were dIfcovere? 1:'hiS account was ~onfirmed by. the relatIOn 
a mariner at Port St. Mary made, tellmg him that once mak~ng a voya~@ Into Ireland, 
he faw the faid land, which he then thought to be part of 1 artary, fallmg off towards 
the weft which it is like was the land we now call Bacallaos, and that they could not 
make u~ to it by reafon of the bad weather. This he faid ~g~'eed ~ith w~at one Peter 
de Velafco of Galicia affirmed to him in the city of Murcia In Spam, whIch was, that 
failing for Ireland, they went away fo 'far to north-weft, that they difcovered land weft 
of Ireland which land he believes to be the fame that one Femaldolmos attempted to 
difcover ~fter the manner as I {hall here faithfully fet down, as I found it in my fa. 
ther's w'ritings; that it may appear how fome men lay the foundation of great matters 
upon flight grounds. Gonfalo de Oviedo, in his hiftoryof the Indies, writes, that t~e 
admiral had a letter wherein he found the Indies defcribed, by one that had before dl[. 
covered them; whi~h was not fo, but thus: Vincent Dear, a Portugue[e of Tavira, 
returning from Guinea to the Tercera Wands, and having paifeu the ifland of Madera, 
which he left eaft of him, faw, or imagined he raw, an iflanJ which he certainly can· 
c1uded to be land. Being come to the Tercera ifland, he told it to one Luke de 
Cazzana, a Genoefe merchant, who was very rich, and his friend perfuading him to 
fit out fame veifel to conquer that place; which he was very willing to do, and ob
tained licence for it of the King of Portugal. He writ, therefore, to his brother Francis 
de Cazzana, who refided at Sevil, to fit out a {hip with all fpeed for the faid pilot. 
But the faid Francis making a jefi of fuch an undertaking, Luke de Cazzana fet out 
a veifel in the Tercera ifland, and the pilot went out three or four times to feek the 
faid Wand, failing from one hundred and twenty or one hundred and thirty leagues, 
but all in vain, for he found no land. Yet for all this, neither he nor his partner 
gave over the enterprize till death, always hoping to find it. And the brother afore
faid told me, and affirmed it, that he knew two fans of the captain that difcovered 
the Tercera Wand, their names Michael and Jafper Cortereal, who went feveral times 
to difcover that land, and at laft in the year 1502, periilied in the attempt, one after 
another, without ever being heard of; and that this was well known to many. 

CHAP. X. -l!roving it to be fa!fe~ that the Spaniards had formerly the Dominion oj 
the Indies, as Gonza/o de OVIedo endeavours to make out in his Hfflory. 

IF all we have faid above concerning fa many imaginary Wands and countries, ap
pears to be a mere fable .and folly, hm/v much more reafon have we to look upon that 
as a fal~ehood, \~hich Gon~alo Fer~and:z ~e Oviedo con.ceits in his natural hiftoryof 
the Indies, lookmg upon hIS own Imagmatlon as a certam truth, and faying he has 
fully made o~t, that there was ~n?ther difcoverer of this navigation of the ocean, and 
t~at the Spam.ards had. the dOl11m~on of thofe lands; all edging to make out his afl"er
tlOn, what Anflotle WrItes of the Ifland Atlantis, and Sebofus of the Hefperides. This 
he affirms. upon the judgment of fon;e perfons, whofe writings we have duly weighed 
~nd examme.d? and I would have omitted to talk on this fubjeB:, to avoid condemning 
iom~, a,nd tIrIng the reader,. had I not confidered, that fome perfons, to lefl"en the 
admIral s h~nour and reputatIOn, make great ac.count of fuch notions. Befides, I 
t~ought I. dId not perform !ny.duty fully, by fettmg down with all fincerity the mo
~lves and mducements that mclmed th~ admiral to undertake his unparalleled enterprize, 
If I {hould fuffer fuch a falfehood, whIch I know to be fa, to pafs uncenfured. There-
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fore, the better to difcover his millake, I will, in the firll place, fet down what ArillotIe, 
as related by one F. Theophilus de Ferrariis fays as to this point; which F. Theophilus 
among Arillotle's problems colleCted by him, brings in a book called De admirandis in 
natura auditis, a chapter with thefe following words: " Beyond Hercules's pillars it 
is reported there was formerly found an iiland in the Atlantic fea by certain Cartha
ginian merchants, which had never before been inhabited by any but brute bealls. It 
was all wooded and covered with trees, had a great many n;lVigable rivers, and 
abounded in all things nature ufually produces, though removed not many days fail 
from the continent. It happened that fome Carthaginian merchants coming to it, and 
finding it a good country, as well for the richnefs of the foil as temperature of the air, 
they began to people it; but the fenate of Carthage being offended at it, foon made a 
public decree, that for the future no perfon upon pain of death fhould go to that ifland, 
and they that went firll were put to death; to the end that other nations fhould not 
hear of it, and fome more po werful people take poffeffion of it, by which means it 
might become an enemy to their liberty." Now I have faithfully quoted this autho
rity, I will give the reafons that induce me to fay, that Oviedo has no juft caufe to affirm 
that this jiland was Hifpaniola or Cuba, as he afferts. In the firll place, becaufe Gon
zalo de Oviedo not underllanding Latin, he of neceffity took fuch interpretation of this 
place as fomebody made him; wl;')~ by what we fee, did not well know how to tranflate 
out of one language into another, fince he altered and changed the Latin text in feveral 
particulars, which perhaps deceived Oviedo, and inclined him to believe that this quo
tation fpoke of fome iiland in the Indies; becaufe we do not read in the Latin text that 
thefe people went out of the Streights of Gibraltar, as Oviedo writes; nor much lefs that 
the ifland was large, nor its trees great, but that it was an ifland much wooded. Nor 
is it found there, that the rivers were wonderful; nor does it fpeak of its fatnefs, or fay 
it was more remote froin Africk than Europe, but in plain terms fays it was remote 
from the continent; nor does it fay any towns were built there, for traders who hap
pened upon it could build but little; nor is it faid to be famous, but that they were 
afraid its fame would fpread abroad into other nations. So that the expofitor who 
interpreted this place to him being fo ignorant, it caufed Oviedo to imagine it to be 
another thing than really it was; and if he fhould fay that it is otherwife in Ariftotle's 
text, and that what the friar writes is as it were a compendium of what Ariil:otle writ; I 
mull afk him who gave him authority to befiow fo many kingdoms on whom he pleafes, 
and to rob one of his honour who has gained it fo fairly, and tell him he ought not to 
have been fatisfied with reading that authority as it lies in the friar's pamphlet, but 
fhould have feen it in the original, that is, in Arillotle's works. Befides that he was 
rnifinformed in this cafe, for though Theophilus in all his other books following Arif
totle, delivered the fubllance and fum of what he fays; yet he di~ not fa in his 
book De admirandis, he himfelf owning in the beginning, that he does not in that his 
book abridge Arillotle, as he has done in the others, but that he there inferts all the 
text word for word; and therefore it cannot be faid there was either more or lefs 
in Arifl:otle than what he fet down. Add to this, that Anthony Beccaria of Verona, 
who tranilated this book out of Greek into Latin, of which tranflation Theophilus 
made ufe, did not render it fo faithfully, but that he inferted feveral matters differing 
from the Greek original, as will appear to any man that fhall obferve it. 

In the fecond place I fay, that though Arillotle had writ fo as Theophilus delivers it, 
yet Arifiotle himfelf quotes no author, but as fpeaking of a thing for which there is no 
good authority, fays, Fertur, which implies that what he delivers concerning this Wand, 
he writes as doubtful and ill grounded. Befides he writes of a thin~ not then new, 
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out which had happened long before; faying, It is reported that for~erly a.n ifland 
was found, and therefore it,may well be faid ac~ording to ~he prover~, That m gr.eat 
travels there are great lies:" which proverb IS now venfied; f~r m that n~r~atlOn 
there are circum frances no way agreeable to reaFon, ~orafmuc? as ~t fays, that thIS I11and 
abounded in all things, but had never been mhabIte~, w~Ich IS .not confonan~ nor , 
likely, forafmuch as fruitfulnefs ill: land, proceeds from I~S bemg cultivated by t.hemha
bitants; and where there are no mhabltants, the land IS fa f~r from producmg all:Y 
thing of itfelf that even thofe things which art prod~ces grow wIld and u~elefs. Nor IS 
it more likely that the Carthaginians ihould be d!fpleafed becauf~ t?eIr people had 
found fuch an ifland, and ihould put to death the dIfcoverers; for If It was fo remote 
from Carthage as the Indies are, it was a folly to fear that. thofe who fhould co~e to 
inhabit there would conquer Carthage unlefs that, as OVIedo affirms, th~ ?pamards 
poffeffed thofe iflands before. He would farther affert, that the Carthagmlans w~re 
prophets, and that now their jealoufy and prophecy were fulfilled, ~he Empero! takmg 
Tunis or Carthage, with the money brought from the Indies; whIch I am fatI~fied he 
would have faid, to gain more favour by telling fuch news than he did, but that hiS book 
was publifhed before. So that any judicious perfon may. c.onceiv: it is a folly t? ray 
that ifland was never more heard of, becaufe the Carthagmians qUitted the dommlOn 
of it, for fear any other nation ihould take it from them, and come afterwards to de
lhoy their liberty; for they ought to have feared this much more from Sicily or 
Sardinia, that lay but two days fail from their city, than from Hifpaniola, between 
which and them there lay one third of the world. And if it fhould be objected that 
they apprehended the wealth of that country might empower their enemies to do them 
harm; I anfwer, they had more caufe to hope, that being themfelves mafl:ers of thofe 
riches they might oppofe and fubdue whom they pleafed, and that if they left that 
Wand unpeopled, they left it in the power of another to difcover it; whence the fame 
mifchief might follow which they feared. And therefore they ought rather to fortify 
it and fecure their trade to it, as we know they did another time upon the like occa
fion; for having found the iflands which they then called Cailiterides, and now we 
call the Azores, they kept that voyage very private, becaufe of the tin they brought 
from thence, as Strabo tells us at the latter end of the third book of his Cofmography. 
Wherefore, granting it were true what Arifl:otle had writ in this fable, it might be faid 
he meant it of the voyage to the iflands Azores, which either for want of better under
£landing, and the great antiquity of the tefl:imony, or through affection, which blinds 
men, Oviedo argues fhould be underftood of the Indies we now poffefs, and not of the 
faid iflands Azores, or any of them. If it fhould be replied that this cannot be becaufe 
Strabo does not fay they were the Carthaginians who were poffefied of the iflands Azores, 
but. the Phreni~ians, 1 anfwer that the Carthaginians being come from Phrenicia with 
theIr Queen DIdo, therefore fhe and they were called Phrenicians at that time, as the 
Chriftians born in the iflands are now called Spaniards. And fhould it be again urged, 
t~at the p~ace of Ariftotle which fpeaks of this iflands, fays it had many navigable 
rIvers, WhIC~ are l1?t to be fO,und in the iflands Azores, but in Cuba and Hifpaniola, I 
anfwer, that If we wIll take notIce of this particular, they add, that there were abundance 
of b~afl:s i~ them, which. t~ere are no~ in Cuba or Hifpaniola; and it may well be, 
that In a thmg of ~uch antIqUIty there mIght be fame miftake in relating that particular, 
as ofte~ happens m many of thefe uncertain and fa far difl:ant antiquities. Obferve 
~h~t neIther Cuba nor Hifpa~iola have any deep navigable rivers, as the place quoted 
~ntimates; and that a?y i1llPS, may enter the mouths of the biggefl: rivers of thofe 
Iflands, but not convemently fall up them. Befides that, as has been faid, how great 
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fuever Arif1:otle's authority may be the word might pollibly be corrupted, and might 
be writ navigandum inftead of potandum, which better agreed with what he treated of, 
commending it for plenty of drinking water, as well as fruitfulnefs in producing things 
to eat. This might well be verified of anyone of the Azores, and with more reafon, 
becaufe neither Cuba nor Hifpaniola lie fo, as that the Carthaginians could be carried 
to them either by reafon of their nearne[s, or by any mirchance; for if thofe \vho went 
purpofely with the admiral to di[cover thought the way fo long that they would have 
turned back, how much longer muft it feern to them who defigned no fuch tedious 
voyage. and who, as foon as the time would permit, had turned back towards their 
country? Nor does any ftorm laft fo long as to carry a iliip from Cadiz to Hifpaniola ; 
nor is it likely, that becaufe they were merchants, they fhould have any mind to run 
farther from Spain or Carthage than the wind obliged them, efpecially at a time when 
navigation was not come to that perfection as now it is. For which reafon very incon. 
fiderable voyages were then looked upon as great, as appears by what we read of 
lafon's voyage to Colchos, and that of Ulyffes through the Mediterranean, in which fo 
many years were fpent; and therefore they were fo famous that the moft excellent 
poets have given an account of them, becaufe of the little knowledge they had then of 
fea affairs; whereas it has been fo improved of late in our age, that there have been 
thofe who had the boldnefs to fail round the world, which has cOlltradicted the proverb 
that faid, " He that goes to cape N am will either return or not;" which cape is in. 
Africk, not very much difl:ant from the Canaries. Befides it is a notorious miftake to 
think the ifiand whither thofe merchants were carried, could be either Cuba, or Rifpa
niola; for it is well known, that with all the knowledge we have at this prefent, it is 
almoft impoffible to come at them, without meeting with any other iflands that encom
pars them all all round. But if we would fay that land or ifiand was none of the Azores, 
as has been faid above, one lie ought to be grafted upon another, by alledging that it 
was the fame ifiand of which Seneca in his fourth book makes mention, where he tells 
us, that Thucydides fpeaks of an ifland called Atlantica, which in the time of the 
Peloponnefian war was all or mofrly drowned. Whereof Plato alfo makes mention in 
his Tim::eus. But becaufe we have difcourfed too long concerning thefe fables, I will 
proceed to the next point, where it is faid that the Spaniards had entirely the dominion 
of the faid iflands; which opinion is grounded on what Statius and Sebofus fay, that 
certain iflands called Hcfperides, lay forty days fail weft of the iflands Gorgones. And 
hence it is argued, that fince thofe muft of neceffity be Indies, and are called Hefperides, 
that name came from Hefperus, who was King of Spain, who of confequence, and the 
Spaniards were lords of that country. So that rightly confidering his words, he endea
vours from uncertain premifes to deduce three infallible confequences, contrary to 
Seneca's rule, who in his fixth book of nature, fpeaking of fuch like things, fays it is 
hard to affirm any thing as fure and certain upon grounds that are no other than con
jectures, as here Ovideo does; forafniuch as only Sebofus is faid to have made men
tion of thofe iflands Hefperides, declaring towards what part they lie but not mention
ing that they were the Indies, or of whom they took the name, or by whom conquered . 
.And if Oviedo out of Berofus affirms that Hefperus was King of Spain, I grant it to be 
true, but not that he gave the name to Spain or Italy; but he, like a true hiftorian, 
owning that Bero[us fails him in this particular, took up with Hyginus, yet cautioufly 
without mentioning in what book or chapter, and thus he conceals his authority; for 
in iliort, no place is to be found where Hyginus fpeaks of any fuch matter, but, on the 
contrary, in one only book of his that is extant, intituled, De poetica Aflronomia, he has not 
only no fuch words, but in three feveral places where he fpeaks of thefe~Hefperides, he 
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fays thus Hercules is painted as killing the dragon that guarded the Hefperides. And 
fomewha~ farther he fays, that Hercules being fent by Euriflheus for the golden apples 
to the Hefperides, and not knowing the way thither, he went to Prometheus on mount 
Caucafus and entreated him to {hew him the way, whence followed the death of the 
dragon, 'Now, according to this,. we fhall ~ave other. Hefperides in ~he eafl to whom 
alfo Oviedo may fay, Hefperus Kmg of Spam gave hi? na~e. Hygmus fays farthe,:, 
in the chapter of planets, that it appears by feveral hifiones th~t the plane~ Venus IS 
called Hefperus, becaufe it fets foon after the fun. F~om all whIch we may mfer, that 
if we ought to make u~e of any tefiimonies or quota~lOns fWI? perfons u!ed to relate 
poetical fables, as Hygmus does, that very fame whIch Hygmus fays rather makes 
againfi Oviedo th~n for him; and we may fuppofe and affirm, they were called Hefp.e
rides from a certam fiar. And as the Greeks for the fame reafon called Italy Hefpena, 
as many write; fa we may fay, Sebofus called thefe iflands Hefperides, and made ufe 
of the fame conjeCtures, and fome reafons to fl1ew whereabouts they lay, which we faid 
above moved the admiral to believe for certain, that there were fuch iflands weflward. 

Thus we may concl~de, that Oviedo did not only prefume to counterfeit authorities 
for what he faid, but that either though inadvertency, or to pleafe him who told him 
thefe things (for it is certain he did not underfiand them himfelf), he maintained two 
contradiCtions, the difagreement beween which were fufficient to difcover his error. 
For if the Carthaginians who, as he fays, arrived at Cuba or Hifpaniola, found thar 
country inhabited by none but brute beafl:s, how could it be true that the Spaniards had 
been poifeifed of it long before, and that their King Hefperus gave it his name? Unlefs 
perhaps he will fay, that fome deluge unpeopled it; and that afterwards fome other 
Noah reftored it to that condition it was difcovered in by the admiral. But becaufe [ 
am quite tired with this difpute, and methinks the reader is cloyed with it,. I wiil net 
dilate any more upon this point, but follow on our hifl:ory. 

CHAP. XI. - Ho'W the Admiral was difgujled by the King of Portugal, on account of tbe 
Difcovcry he propoftd to him. 

THE admim! ?ow co?cluding tha~ his opinion was exc~llently well grounded, he 
rofolved to put It 111 praCtIce, and to fall the weftem ocean m queft of thofe conntries. 
But being fenfible that fuch an undertaking was only fit for a Prince who could go 
through with and maintain it, he refolved to propofe it to the King of Portugal becaufe 
he lived under him. And though King John then reigning gave ear to the admiral's 
propofals yet he feemed backward in embracing them, becaufe the great trouble and 
expence he was at upon acount of the di1covery and conqueft of the wefiem coaft of 
Afric, called Guinea, without any.confideralJle fuccefs as yet, or being as yet able to 
weather the cape of Good Hope, whIch name fome fay was given it inftead of AgefinO"ue 
its pr~per denomination, becaufe that .was the fartheft they hoped to extend their °dif~ 
covefl~S and ~onquefts, ,or ~s others ~lll ~ave. It, becaufe this cape gave them hopes of 
bet~er countnes and naVIgatIOn. Be ~t as It .wIll, the aforefaid King had but little incli. 
?atlOn to layout more money upon dlfcovenes; and if he gave any ear to the admiral . 
It ~vas becaufe . of the excellent rea~ons he gave to prove his opinion, which fo far pre: 
vaIled upon hIm, that ~here .remamed only to grant the admiral thore terms he de
man,ded. For the admIral bemg a man of, a noble and generous fpirit, would capitulate 
to hIS great benefit an~ honour, that h~ might leave behind him fuch a reputation, and 
fo: confiderable ~ famIly, as became hiS g:eat aCtions and merits. For this reafon the 
Kmg. by the adVIce of one DoCtor Caizadllla, of whom he made great account, refolved 
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to fend a caraval privately to attempt that which the admiral had propofed to him; 
becaufe in cafe thofe countries were fo difcovered, he thought himfelf not obliged to 
befl:ow any great reward, which might be demanded on account of the difcovery. 
Having thus fpeedily equipped a caraval, and going out, it was to carry fupplies to the 
ii1ands of Cabo Verde, he fent it that way the admiral had propofed to go. But thofe 
he fent wanted the knowledge, confl:ancy, and fpirit of the admiral. After wandering 
many days upon the fea, they tllrned back to the Wand's of Cabo Verde, laughing at 
the undertaking, and faying it was impofiible there fhould be any land in thore feas. 
This being come to the admiral's ear, and his wife dead, he took fuch an averfion to 
that city and nation, that he refolved to go to Cafrile, with a little fon he had left by 
his wife, called D. James Colon, who inherited his father's efl:ate. But fearing lefl: if 
the King of Cafl:ile fhould not confent to his undertaking, he might be forced 
to propofe it to forne other Prince, which would take up much time, he fent a 
brother he had with him, called Bartholomew Colon, intO' England, who, though he 
was no Latin fcholar, was a fkilful and judicious man in fea affairs, and could make fea
charts, globes, and other infl:ruments fit for that profeffion, having been taught by the 
admiral his brother. Bartholomew Colon being on his way for England, it was his 
fortune to fall into the hands of pirates, who ftripped him and the reft of his company. 
For this reafon, and being fick and poor in that country, it was a long time before he 
could deliver his meifage, till having got fome fupply by making fea-charts, he began 
to make fome propofals to King Kenry the VlIth, then reigning, to whom he prefented 
a map of the world, on which were thefe verfes, which I foun~t among his papers, and 
fhall be here inferted, rather for their antiquity than elegancy. 

Terrarum quicunque cupis freliciter oras 
Nofcere, cuncta decens docte pictura docebit, 
Qua: Strabo, affirmat, Ptolema!us, Plinius atque 
Ilidorus; non un"- tamen fententia cuique. 
Pingitur hic etiam nuper fdcata carinis 
Hifpanis zona ilia, prius ingonita genti, 
Torrida, qUa! tandem nUllC eft notiffima multis. 

Pro auCtore, five pictore. 

And a little lower, 
Genoa cui patria eft, nomen cui Bartholoma:us. 
Columbus de terra rubra, opus edidit lfiud, 
Londmiis An. Dom. 1480. ctque infuper anno, 
Oc1ava Decimaque die cum tertia menlls 
Febr. Laudes ChriHo cantentur abunde. 

The fcnre of the firft lines is to this effeCt. Whofoever thou art that defiref't to 
know the coafts of countries muft be taught ,by t?is draug,ht, what St~abo~ Ptolemy? 
Pliny, and lfidorus aifert, though not agreemg III all pomts. Here IS aHo fet down 
the formerly unknown torrid zone, now known to many. For the author or painter; 
the fecond verfes implied that his name was Bartholomew Colon of the red earth, a 
Gonoefe, publi{hed this work at London, anno 1480, the 21ft of February. Praife 
to God. 

And becaufe it may be obferved that he fays, " Colon of the red earth;'" I muft 
acquaint the reader, that I have feen fome fubfcriptions of the admiral's before he had 
that title, where he writ Colz~lJlbus de terra rubra. But to return, to the King of 
Eng~and: I fay, th~t he havmg fee~ the map, and what the admIr~l offered him, 
readIly accepted of It, and ordered hIm to be fent for. But God havmg referved it 
for Cafl:ile, the admiral had at that time gone his voyage, and was returned with fuccefs, 
as {hall be {hewn in its place. 

CHAp· 
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CHAP. XII. - The Admiral's Departure from Portugal, and the Confer~ncts he- haa 
with Their Catholic ]}!ajejlies, King Ferdinand and Queen lJabel, or Eltzabeth. 

I WILL now forbear relating how Bartholomew Colon proceeded in Englan~, and 
will return to the admiral, who, about the end of th~ year 1484, fiole aW,ay prIvately 
out of Portugal with his fon James, for fear of bemg fiopped by the Kmg; for he 
being fenfible h~w faulty they were whom he had fent with the car~val, had a ~ind to 
reftore the admiral to his favour, and defired he fhould renew the dlfcour[e of hIs enter
prize' but not being fo diligent to put this in execution as the admiral was in getting 
away,' he loft that good opportunity, and the admi:al go~ into <:aftile to try his fortune, 
which was there to favour him. Therefore leavmg hIs [on m a monaftery at Palos, 
called la Rabida, he prefently went away to the Catholic ~ing's court, which ~as th~n 
at Cordova; where being affable and of pleafant converfatton, he contrafred frIendfhlp 
with fuch perfons as he found moft inclinable to his undertaking, and fittefi to perfuade 
the King to embrace it; among whom was Lewis de Santangel, an Arragonian gentle
man, clerk of the allowances in the King's houfehold, a man of great prudence and 
reputation. But becaufe the matter required to be handled with learning rather than 
empty words and favour, their Highneffes committed it to prior of Prado, afterwards 
archbi{hop of Granada, ordering him, together with fome cofmographers, to take full 
information in this affair, and report their opinions therein. But there being few 
cofmographers at that time, thofe that were called together were not fo ikilful as they 
ought to be; nor would the admiral fo far explain himfelf as that he might be ierved 
as he had been in Portugal, and be deprived of his reward. For this reafon the anfwer 
they gave their Highneffes was as various as were their judgments and opinions. For 
fome faid, that fince in fo many thoufand years as had paffed fince the creation, fo many 
ikilful failors had got no knowledge of fuch conntries, it was not likely that the admiral 
fhould know more than all that were then or had been before. Others, who inclined 
more to cofmographical reafon, faid the world was fo prodigious great, that it was 
incredible three years fail would bring him to the end of the eaft, whither he de
figned his voyage; and to corroborate their opinion, they brought the authority of 
Seneca. who in one of his works, by way of argument, faid that many wife men among 
them difagreed about this queftion, whether the ocean were infinite, and doubted whe
ther it could be failed, and though it were navigable, whether habitable lands would be 
found on the other fide, and whether they could be gone to. They added, that of this 
lower globe of earth and water, only a fmall compafs was inhabited, which had remained 
in our hemifphere aboye water, and that aU the reft was fea and not navig;.tble, but only 
near the coafis and rivers. And that wife men granted it was poffible to fail from the 
coaft of Spain to the fartheft part of the weft. Others of them argued almofi after 
the fame manner as the Portuguefe had done about failing to Guinea, faying, that if 
any man {hould fail firaight away weft ward, as the admiral propofed, he would not be 
able ~o return into Spain becaufe of the r.oundnefs of the globe, looking upon it as moil: 
certaIn, that who~oever ihoul~ go ~ut of the hemifphere ,known to Ptolemy, would go 
d~~n, an? the~l It would be Imp~filble to .return, affirmmg it would be like climbing 
a mIl, whICh {hIpS could not do With the fiIffe1l: gale. Though the admiral fufficiently 
folved ~ll thefe objecric:ns; yet the more powerful his reafons were, the lefs they under
fiood hun. through theIr Igno:ance; for when a man grows old upon ill principles in 
~nat~ema,tlcs, he cannot conce.lve the tru~ becaufe of the falfe notions at firil: imprinted 
m hiS mInd. In {hort, all of them holdIng to the Spani{h proverb, which, though it 
be contrary to reafon, commonly fays dubitat A uguflin us , "St. Auguftin queItions it ;" 
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becaufe the raid Saint in his twenty firft book, and ninth chapter, " Of the city of God,H 
denies and looks upon it as impoffible that there fhould be antipodes, or any going 
out of one hemifp'here into the other; and further urging againft the admiral thofe 
fables that are current about the five zones, and other untruths, which they looked 
upon as moft certainly true, they refolved to give judgment againft the enterprife, 
as v'ain and impracricable; and that it became not the ftate and dignity of fuch great 
Princes, to be moved upon fuch weak information. Therefore, after much time fpent 
upon the fubjeCt, their highneifes anfwered the admiral, that they were then taken up with 
many other wars and conquefl:s, and particularly the conqueft of Granada, which 
they had then in hand, and therefore could not conveniently attend that new under~ 
taking, but that in time there would be more conveniency to examiHe and execute 
that which he propofed. And to conclude, Their Majefties would not give ear to the 
great propofals the admiral made. 

CHAP. XIII. - How the Admiral, not agreeing witb the King oj Caflile, refllved to gl> 
elftwhere to oJfer his Service. 

WHILST this was in agitation, their catholic majefl:ies had not been always fettled 
in one place, becaufe of the war they made in Granada, for which reafon it was 
a long time before th~y came to a refolution and gave their anfwer. The admiral 
therefore went to Sevil, and finding their highneffes no way refolved more than at 
firft, he concluded to give the Duke of Medina Sidonia an account of his projeCt. But 
after many conferences, feeing there was no likelihood of coming to fuch conclufion 
as he wifbed for in Spain, and that the execution of his defign was too much delayed 
he refolved to apply himfelf to the King of France, to whom he had already writ; 
concerning this affair, defigning, if he were not admitted there, to go into England 
next, to 1eek out his brother, of whom he had as yet no manner of news. Being fo 
refolved he fet out for the monafl:ery of Rabida, to fend his fon James, whom he had 
left there, to Cordova, and then proceed on his journey. But to the end what God 
had decreed, fbould not be difappointed, he' put it into the heart of F. John Perez, 
guardian of that houfe, to contraCt fuch friendfhip with the admiral, and be fo taken 
with his projeCt, that he was concerned at his refolution, and for the lofs Spain would 
fufl:ain by his departure. Therefore he intreated him by no means to put his defign 
in execution, for that he would go to the Queen, of whom he hoped, that he being 
her father confeifor, fhe would give credit to what he fhould fay to her. Though the 
admiral was quite out of hopes and difgufl:ed to fee fo little refolution and judgment 
in their highneifes counfellors, yet, being on the other fide very defirous that Spain 
fhould reap the benefit of his undertakings, he complied with the father's defires and 
requeft. becaufe he now looked upon himfelf as a natural born Spaniard, becaufe he 
had fa long refided there; whilft he was following his projeCt, and becaufe he had 
got children there; which was the caufe he rejeCted the offers made him by other 
Princes, as he declares in a letter he writ to their highneifes in thefe words, "that 
I might ferve your highneifes, I have refufed to take up with France, England and 
Portugal, the letters from which Princes your highnetfes may fee in the hands of 
doCtor Villalan." 

CHAP. 
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;ournal of all that happened to him during the voyage, fpecifying what wind blew, 
how far he failed with every wind; what c.urrents ~e found, and ",:ha~ he faw by the 
way, whether birds, or fi{hes,. or other. thmgs, ~hIch he always .dId m .four voyages 
he made from Spain to the IndIes. I WIll not write a!l thofe paruculars, for though 
to give an account of his voyage and to fhew what Impreffions and effects anfwered 
the courfe and afpeCts of the fta:s, and to relate what differ.ence there is betwe~n that 
and our fea and our countries, would be now very beneficIal; yet I do not thmk all 
thofe particulars would now be pleafing to the rea?er, whom fuch ~ong and fu~er. 
lluous relations mufl tire. Therefore I {hall only dlfcourfe of thofe thmgs I {hall thmk 
neceifary and convenient. 

CHAP. XVII. - Tbe Admiral arrived at the Canary Ijlands, and therefurnifhed himfelf 
completely with all be wanted. 

THE next day after the admiral's departure for the Canary iflands, being 
Saturday the fourth of Augufi, the rudder of one of the caravals called· La Pinta, 
broke loofe, and being therefore forced to lie by, the admiral fooncame by her 
fide, but the weather blowing hard, could give no affiflance, yet commanders at rea 
are obliged fa to do, to encourage thofe that are in dift:refs. This he did the mo:e 
readily, as mifdoubting this had happened by the contrivance of the mafier, to aVOId 
going the voyage, as he attempted to do before they fet out. Pinzon the captain, 
being an able feaman, foon repaired that fault with the help of fome ropes, fa that 
they were able to continue their voyage, till on Tuefday following, the weather 
being rough, the ropes broke, and they were forced again to lie by to mend what 
had given way. From which misfortune of breaking of the rudder twice, any body 
that had been fuperflitious, might have foreboded its future difobedience to the 
admiral, when through the malice of Pinzon, it twice got away from him, as fhaU 
be mentioned hereafter. 

To return to what we have in hand, they apply the beft: remedy they could 
for the prefent, that they might at leaft: reach the Canary illands, which all three 
fhips difcovered on Thurfday the ninth of Augnft: abont break of day, but the wind 
being contrary, they could not corne to an anchor at Gran Canaria, though very 
near it, that day nor the two following. Here the admiral left Pinzon, that going 
a{hore he might endeavour to get another {hip; and he to the fame purpofe went 
away to the illand Gomera, with the caraval called La Nina, that if they failed of a 
veifel in one illand, they might find it in the other. Thus he came to Gomera on the 
Sunday following, being the twelfth day of Augnfi, and fent his boat a{hore, which 
returned in the morning, with the news that there was never a veffel in the Wand at 
that time, but that they hourly expeCted the lady Beatrix de Bobadilla, proprietrefs 
of that fame illal1d, who was then at Gran Canaria, and had hired a veifel of forty 
tun, ?elonging to one Gradenna of Sevile, .which being fit for the voyage he defigned, 
he !11l9ht have. tak.en. Therefore the admIral re~olve? to expect him in that port, 
belIevmg that If Pmzon had not been able to repaIr hIS own veifel, he might himfelf 
have got another at Gomera. Having flayed there the two following days and the 
veffd above mentioned riot appearing, he fent a man aboard a bark that ~as bound 
f!,o.m G?mera to Gra? Canari~, to acq uai~t Pinzon ~here he lay, and affift: him in 
fixmg hIS rudder, wrItmg to hIm that he dId not go hlmfelf to affifl: him becaufe that 
veife.l could ~ot fail. But it being long after the departure of that ba~k, before the 
admIral received any anfwer; he refolved on the twenty third of Augufl: to returr,t 

with 
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with his two vefTels to Gran Canaria, and failing the next day, met in the way the 
aforementioned bark, which was not yet arrived at Gran Canaria, by reafon of the 
contrary winds. Having taken out the man he had fent aboard the bark, that night 
he failed clofe by Tenerife, where they faw flames gufh out of the high rock com· 
monly called the Peake, or rather EI Pico, which his men admiring at, he told them 
the occafion of that fire, proving what he faid by the example of Mount lEtna in 
Sicily, and of many others like it. Leaving that ifland they arrived at Gran Canaria 
upon Saturday the twenty fifth, whither Pinzon with much difficulty was got in but 
the day before. By him he WJS informed that the lady Beatrix was failed the Monday 
before, with that ve£fel he took fueh pains to get, and the others being much troubled 
at it, he made the beft of whatever happened; affirming, that fince it did not pleafe 
God he fhould meet \vith that ve£fe/, it was perhaps becaufe in finding it, he would at the 
fame time have met with fame obil:acle or oppofition in preffing of it, and have loft 
time in {hipping and unfhipping the goods, which would be a hindrance to his voyage: 
for this reafon, fearing if he returned to feek it at Gomera, he might mifs of it by th~ 
way; he refolved to repair his caraval the beft he could at Gran Canaria, making a 
new rudder, fhe having loft hers, and to change the fails of the other caraval called 
La Nina, which were fquare, to round, that !he might follow the other fhips with 
lefs danger and agitation. 

CHAP. XVIII. - How the AdmirafJet Jail from" the ljland of Gran Canada upon his Dif
covery, and what happened to him on the Ocean. 

WHEN the {hips were refitted and in order to fail on Friday, (this by what foHows 
ought to be Saturday) the firfl: of September; in the afternoon the admiral weighed 
anchor, and departed from Gran Canaria, arriving the next day at Gomera, where 
four days more were fpent in laying in provifions, wood and water; fa that next 
Thurfday in the morning which was on the fixth of September 1482, which may be 
accounted the firft fetting out upon the voyage on the ocean, the admiral departed 
from Gomera, and ftood away to the weftward, but made but little way by reafon of 
the calm. On Sunday about day, he found himfelf nine leagues weil: of the ifland 
Ferro, where they loll: fight of land, and many fearing it would be long before 
they fhould fee it again, fighed and wept, but the admiral, after comforting them all 
with great promifes of lands, and wealth to raife their hopes, and le£fen the fear they 
had conceived of the length of the way, though they failed eighteen leagues that day, 
he pretended by his computation it was but fifteen, refolving all the voyage to keep 
iliort in his reckoning, that his men might not think themfelves fo far from Spain as 
they were, if he fhould truly fet down the way he made, which yet he privately marked 
down. Continuing thus his voyage, on Wednefday the twelfth of September, about 
fun-fetting, being about one hundred and fifty leagues weft of the iflartd Ferro, he dif
covered a large body of the maft of a tree of one hundred and twenty ton, which [eemed 
to have been a long time upon the water. There and fomewhat further the current fet 
thong towards the north-ean; but when he had run fifty leagues farther weftward, on 
the thirteenth of September, he found that at night fall the needle varied half a point 
towards the north-eall:, and at break of day, half a point more, by which he underHood 
that the needle did not point at the north il:ar, but at fome other fixed and viiibic point. 
This variation no man had obferved before, and therefore he had oecafion to be furprifed 
at it ; but he was more amazed the third day after, ~ when he was almoft one hundred 
leagues further; for at night the needles varied about a point to the north-can, and in the 

E 2 morning 



28 LIFE OF COI,ON, BY HIS SON. 

morning they pointed upon the ftar. On Saturday the fifteenth of September, being 
almofi three hundred leagtles weft of Ferro, at night they faw, a wonderful f1afh. of 
light fall from the fky into tHe fea, about four or five l:ag~es dlfta?ce frol? the fhlps 
towards the fauth-well:, though the weather was then faIr, lIke Apnl;the wmd favour
able at north-eaft, the fea ftill, and the current fetting north-eaft. The men aboard' 
the caraval, called La Nina, told the admiral, they had the Friday befol:e feen a heron 
and another fort of bird, which the Spaniards call rabo de junco, which they were 
amazed at, thofe being the firfi birds they had feen: but they were more furprifed 
the next day, which was Sunday, at the great abundance of weeds between green and 
yellow, that appeared upon the water, which feemed to be newly wafhed a~ay from 
fome Wand or rock. They faw enough of thefe weeds the next day, which made 
many affirm they were already near land, efpecially becaufe they faw a fmall Iobfier 
alive among thofe weeds, which they faid fomewhat refembled the herb ftar-wort, 
but that the fialk and branches were long, and it was all full of fmall feeds. After
wards they obferved that the fea water was but half as faIt as before; befides, that, 
night abundance of tunny fillies followed them, running along, and flicking fa clafe 
to them, that thafe abaurd the caraval Nina, killed one with a bearded iron. Being 
now three hundred and fixty leagues wefi of Ferro, they faw another of thofe birds 
the Spaniards call rabo de junco, becaufe of a long feather their tail cdnfins of, 
and in Spanifh, rabo fignifies a tail, as jun'co is a rufh, fo that rabo de junco imports 
rufu tail. On Tuefday following, being the eighteenth of September, Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, who was gone a-head with the caraval called Pinta, which was an excellent 
failer, lay by for the admiral, and told him he had feen a great number of birds fly 
;lway weftward, for which reafon he hoped to find land that night, and he thought he 
faw the land to the northward, fifteen leagues dillant; that day about fun-fetting, 
looking very dark and cloudy. But the admiral knowing for certain it was no land, 
he would not lofe time to difcover it, as all his men would have had him; forafmuch 
as he was not yet come to the place where he expeCted by his computation to find 
land, therefore they took in their top fails at night, becaufe the wind frelhened, 
having for eleven days never abated one handful of fail, going flill before the wind 
weft ward. 

CHAP. XIX. - How all tbtl Men carefully obflrved what Signs they difcovered, being 
eager to difcover Land. 

ALL the men aboard the (hips being unacquainted with that voyage and fearful 
of the ,danger ~ecaufe far from any relief, there were fame that bega~ to mutter, 
and feemg n?thmg but 1.ky and water, carefully obferved every thing that appeared, 
at greater dlftance from land than any had been before. For which reafon I will 
relate all they made any account of, and this only in the firfi voyage' for I fhall not 
~ention leife: tokens $enerally feen upon fuc~ occ,afions. On the 19th of September, 
In t~e ,mor?mg, a fowl c~lled Alcatnz, wlllc;h IS a fort ?f fea-gull, flew over the 
adtmral s fhlP, and others m the afternoon, willch made hml conceive hope of land 
h~ imagining they would not ,fly very far from it. Upon thefe hopes,.as foon as th~ 
wmd abated, they fou?ded with two hundred fathom of line; and though they found 
no bottom, they perceived the current now fet fouth.-wefi. On Thurfday, tile _zzd,') 
two hours before noon t two,alcatrazes came to th: {hip, and another fome time after; , 
befides, they took ,a bird like a heron, but that It was black, and had a white tuft on 
the head, the feet hke a duck, as commonly water-fowls have; they alfo caught a little 
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fifh, and faw abundance of weeds; and about evening there came aboard three Jand~ 
fowls £Inging, but at break of day they flew away, which was fome comfort to them; 
confidering that the other fowls being large, .and ufed to the water, might better go 
far from land, but that thefe little ones could not come from any far diftant country. 
Three. hours after they faw another alcatraz, that came from the weft-north· weft, and 
the next day afternoon they faw another rabo de junco and an alcatraz, and there 
appeared more weeds than before, towards the north, as far as they could fee; which 
things fometimes were a comfort to them, believing they might come from fame near 
land, and fometimes they caufed dread, becaufe they were fa thick that in fome 
meafure they ftayed the !hips, and fear making things worfe than they are, they 
apprehended that might befall them which is fabuloufiy reported of St. Amaro in the 
frozen fea, who is faid not to fuffer !hips to ftir backwards or forwards, and therefore 
they fteered away from thofe !hoals of weeds, as much as they could. But to retum 
to the tokens: the next day they faw a whale, and on S.alllC<!~J- following, being the 

'/ ~g.J2 .. (§.~~rpbex,Jome fmall birds; and the wind thofe days blew at fauth-weft, fome-
o· times more and fometimes lefs weft, which, though contrary to their voyage, the admiral 

faid he looked upon as very good, and a help to them; becaufe the men continually mut
tering, among other things that increafed their fear, faid this was one; that fince the wind 
was always right a-ftern, they fhould never in thofe feas have a gale to carry them back; 
and though fometimes they found the contrary, they alleged that it was no fettled 
wind, and that not being fl:rong enough to f well' the fea, it would never carry them 
back fa far as they had to fail. vVhatfoever the admiral could fay, telling them that 
the reafon was the lands being now near, which did not fuffer the waves to rife, and 
uiing the beft argument he could, yet he affirms he ftood in need of God'i particular 
affiftance, as Mofes did when he led the Ifraelites out of Egypt, who forbore laying 
violent hands upon him, becaufe of the prodigies God wrought by his means. So, 
raid the admiral it happened to him in that voyage; for upon Sunday following, the 
wind ftarted up at well:-north-wefi:, with a rolling fea as the men wiilied; and three 
hours before noon they faw a turtle fly over the ihip, and about evening an alcatraz, 
a river fowl, and other white birds, and fome crabs among the weeds; and the next 
day they fpied another alcatraz, and feveral fmalt birds that came from the well:, and 
fmall fillies, whereof the men of the other vends fluck. fome with harping irons y 

becaufe they would not bite at the hook. 

CHAP. XX. - How the Men mutinied to turn back, and feeing other Signs and Tokens 
of Land, went on well enougb fatisJicd: 

THE more the aforefaid tokens were found vain, the more they took oecaGon to ap
prehend and mutter; caballing together, and faying the admiral, out of a fooli!h fancy 
of his own, had defigned to make himfelf a great lord at the expence of their lives 
and danger; and £Ince they had done their duty in trying their fortune, and had gone 
farther from land and any fuccour than any others had done, they ought not to deftroy 
themfelves, nor proceed in that voyage, fince if they did, they !hould have caufe to re
pent; for provifions would fall {hart, and the {hips fail, which they knew were already 
fa faulty, that it would be hard to get back fo far as they were gone, and that none 
would condemn them for fa doing, but they woul'd rather be looked upon as very 
brave men for going upon {uch a defign and venturing fa far; and that the admiral 
being a foreigner, and having no favour at court, and fo many wife and learned men 

having 
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having condemned his opinion, there would be nobody ~ow to favour ar:d defen~ him, 
and they £hould fooner find credit, if they accufed him of Ignorance and mIfma~agement, 
than he whatfoever he could fay for himfelf. Nor did there want fame who fald, that to 
end all difpute, in cafe he would not acquiefce to the;n, th:y might Il!ake iliort and th~ow 
him overboard, and give out, that as he was makmg hIS obfervatlOn~ he d::opped Into 
the fea· and no man would go about ro enquire into the truth of It, which was the 
readiea' way for them to .return horr:e. and fecure ther.nfelves. Thus they went on 
from day to day, muttermg, compl~ml~g, and confultmg. to~ethe::: nor was the ~d
miral without apprehenfions of theIr mconftan~y, and. III mtentions ~owards hIm. 
Therefore fometimes with good words, and fomeumes with a full refolutlOn to expofe 
his life; putting them in mind of the pu~ifhment due to them if they obftruae~ t~e 
voyage, he in fame meafure quelled theIr apprehenfions, ~nd ~uppreifed theIr ~ll 
defigns. To confirm the hope he gave them, he put them In mmd of the aforefaid 
figns and tokens, aifuring them they would foon find land; which figns they were 
fa attentive to, that they thought every hour a year till they faw land. On Tuefday 
the 25th of September, about fun-fetting, as the admiral was difcourfing with Pinzon, 
whofe fhip was very near, the faid Pinzon on a fudden cried out, " Land, land, fir! 
Let not my good news mifcarry;" and £hewed him towards the fauth-weft a bulk 
which looked very like an ifiand, about twenty. five leagues from the £hips. This 
was fa pleafing to the men, that they returned thanks to God; and the admiral, who 
had given no credit to thefe words, to pleafe the men, and that they £hould not ob
ftruB: his voyage, ftood that way a great part of the night. Next morning they per. 
ceived that what they had feen were only clouds, which often look like land; for 
which reafon, to the great diifatisfaaion of moft of the failors, they turned the Herns 
of their £hips weHward, as they had always done, except when the wind hindered. 
Continuing ftill attentive to the figns, they faw an alcatraz, a rabo de junco, and 
other birds like thofe above mentioned. On Thurfday the 27th of September, in the 
morning, they faw another alcatraz coming from the weft, and failing eaftward, and 
abundance of fifhes with gilt backs appeared, whereof they Hruck one with a harping_ 
iron. A rabo de junco flew by them, and. they found that the currents for thofe 
1aft days were not fa regularly fixed as they ufed to be before, but turned with the 
tide, and there wer: not.fo many weeds as ?efore. On Friday following~ all the £hips 
took fome filhes with gIlt backs, and on Saturday they fawa rabo de Junco, which 
though it b~ a. fea-fowl does not reft. on it, but flies always in. the ~ir, purfuing the 
alcatrazes, till It makes them drop their excrement for fear, whIch It catches in the 
air for its nourifhment; and thus it maintains itrelf on the fea; and it is reported 
there are many of them about the iflands of Cabo Verde. Soon after they faw two 
other alcatrazes, and abundance of flying fifhes, which are about a fpan'long and 
have two litt.le wings like a bat; they fly abo?t a pike high from the water, ~nd a 
mufk.et·{hot 1Il length, mor~ or lefs, ~nd [ometlmes they drop upon the £hips. After 
noon they faw abundance at weeds lymg 1Il length north and fauth, as they had done 
before, befides three alcatrazes and a rabo de junco that purfued them. 

On Sunday morni.ng four rabo de juncoes came to the £hip, by reafon of whofe 
coming fa together, It was thought the land 'was nearer, efpecially becaufe foon after 
there flew by four alcatrazes, and abundance of weeds were feen in a line lying weft. 
north-weft and eaft-fouth-eail, and alfo a great number of thore fillies they call 
emperad.ores, which have a very hard {kin, and are not fit to eat. How much foever 
the admIral regarded thefe tokens, yet he never forgot thofe in the heaven, and the 
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courfe of the ihrs. He therefore obferved in this place, to his great admiration, 
that the Charles-wain at night appeared in the weft point, and in the morning they were 
direaly north-eaft, by which he gathered that their whole night's courfe was but three 
Jines, or nine hours, that is, fo many parts of twenty-four; and this he made out every 
night. He alfo perceived, that at night-fall the compafs varied a whole point to the 
north-weft, and at break of day it came right with the ftar. Thefe things confounded 
the pilots, till he told them the caufe of it was the compafs the .fl:ar took about 
the pole, which was fame fatisfaction to them; for this variation made them ap
pre~end forne danger in fuch an unknown diftance from horne, and fuch firange 
regIOns. 

CHAP. XXI. - How they Jaw not only the aforementioned Signs and Tokens, but others 
better tban they, which were jome Comfort to the Men. 

ON Monday the Ifi of October, after fun-rifing, an alcatraz came to the fhip, and 
two more about ten in the morning, and long fireams of weeds lay from eafl: to wefi. 
That day in the morning, the pilot of the admiral's fhip faid they were five hundred 
and feventy-eight leagues weft of the ifland Ferro: the admiral faid, by his account, 
they were five hundred and eighty-four leagues; but in private he concluded it was 
feven hundred and feven, which is one hundred and twenty-nine leagues more than 
the pilot reckoned. The other two fhips differed very much in their computation, for 
the pilot of the caraval Ninna on Wednefday following, afternoon, faid they had failed 
five hundred and forty leagues, and the other of the caraval Pinta faid fix hundred 
and thirty-four. Adding all they had failed during thofe three days, they were fiill 
much fhort of truth; for they went always before the wind, and had run much more. 
But the admiral, as has been faid, winked at this grofs mifiake, that the men might 
not be quite dejeeted, being fo far from home. The next d(JY, being the 2d of 
October, they faw abundance of fifh, catched a fmall tunny, and faw a white bird, 
and many other fmallones, and the weeds they faw were withered and almoft fallen to 
powder. The next day after, feeing no birds, but fome fifh, they miftrufied they had 
left fame Wands on both hands, and were flipped between without difcovering them; 
gueffing that thofe many birds they had feen were pailing from one ifland to another. 
They were very earneft to fieer either one way or the other, to feek out thofe lands 
they imagined; but the admiral-would not confent, being unwilling to lofe the fair 
wind that carried him away to wefl:ward, which he accounted his furefi: courfe; and 
befides, becaufe he thought it was leifening the reputation of his undertaking, to run from 
one place to another, feeking that which he always affirmed he well knew where to find. 
For this reafon the men were ready to mutiny, continuing to mutter and confpire 
againft him: but it pleafed God, as was faid above, to ailift him by the means of frefu 
tokens; for on Thurfday, the 4th of Oclober, afternoon, above forty fparrows together, 
and two alcatrazes, flew fo near the fhips that a feaman killed one of them with a fione ; 
and before this they had feen another bird like a rabo de junco, and another like a 
fwallow, and a great many flying-fifhes fell into the fhips. Next day there came a 
rabo de junco and an alcatraz from the weftward, and abundance of fparrows were 
feen. On Sunday the 7th of October, about fun-rifing, fome figns of land 
appeared weftward, but being imperfect, no man would fpeak of it, not fa much for 
the fhame that would follow pf aiferting what was not, as for fear of lofing thirty 
crowns a year, Their Catholic Majefiies had promifed for life, to him that fhould firfi: 
difcover l~nd; and to prevent their crying land, land, at every turn, as they might 
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,do without caure, at every turn, out of covetoufnefs of that allowance, it was ordered 
that whofoever faid he faw land, if it were not made out in th,ree days a!ter, fbould 
lofe the reward, though afterwards he ibould prove the firft dIfcoverer. All aboa:d 
the admiral being thus forewarned, none. of them durft cry out l~nd,; ~ut thofe 10 

the caraval Ninna which was a better faIlor, and kept a-head, behevmg It to be cer· 
tainly land, fired ~ gun, ~n~ put ou~ their ~olours in token of lan,d. B~t the farther 
they failed. the more theIr JOYs vaIllibed, tIll that appearance qUIte vamfbed, though 
it pleafed God foon after to give them fame m~nner of, comfort, for they faw great 
-flights of great fvwl, and others of fmall land-bll'ds, flymg from the weft towards the 
fouth-weft. Therefore the admiral being now fo far from Spain, and fure that fuch 
fmall birds would not go far from land; he altered his courfe, which till then was weft, 
and fiood to the fouth-weft, faying, that if he changed his road, it was becaufe he 
deviated but little from his firft defign, and becaufe he would follow the example of 
,the Portuguefe, who had difcovered moft of their iflands by means of fuch birds, and 
the more becaufe thofe they faw followed almoft the fame way. He had always pro
pofed to himfe'lf to find land according to the place they were then in; fince as they 
well knew, he had often told them, he never expeCted to find land till he was feven 
hundred and fifty leagues to the weftward of the Canaries; within which diftance he 
had farther faid, he ihould difcover Hifpaniola, which he then called Cipango; and 
there is no doubt but he had found it, had not he known it was reported to lie in length 
from north to fouth: for which reafon he had not inclined more to the [outh to run 
upon it, and therefore that and others of the Caribbee Wands lay now on his larboard· 
fide, fouth of him, whither thofe birds were direCting their courfe. Being fo near to 
land was the reafon they continually faw fuch abundance of birds; and on Monday the 
8th of OCtober, there came to the {hip twelve finging birds of feveral colours, and 
after flying a turn about the {hip, they held on their way. They alfo faw from the 
fhips many other birds flying towards the fouth-weft; and that fame night abundance 
of large fowls we~e feen, and fiightsof fmall birds coming from the northward, and 
flying after the reft. Befides, they faw a g.ood number of tunny £lib. In the morn
ing they fpied a jay, an alcatraz, dUCKS and fmall birds, flying the fame way the others 
had done; and they perceived the air to be freib .and odoriferous, as it is at Seville 
in April. But they were now fo eager to fee land, that they had faith in no figns 
whatfoever: fo that though OIl Wednefday the loth of Otl:ober, they faw abundance 
-of birds pafs by both ,day and night, yet the men did not ceafe to complain, nor the 
admiral to blame their want of courage: declaring to them, that right or wrong they 
'ffiuft go on in difcovering the Indies Their Catholic Majefties had fent them to. 

:CHAP. XXII. -How.the Admiral difcovered the fiJjl Land, which was an !/land called 
De Los Lucayos. 

THE admiral being no -longer able to withfiand fo many as oppofed him, it pleafed 
-God that on Thurfday the 1 Ithof OCtober, afternoon, the men took heart and 
rejoiced, having manifefi: tokens that they wen~ near land, which were, that thofe aboard 
1fhe admiral faw a green ruib fwim by the ihip, and then a great green £lih of that fort 
that goes not far frcOm the rocks. Thofe aboard the caraval Pinta faw a cane and 
a H:afl~ and took up another ftaff curioufly wrought, and a fmall board, and abundance 
.of weeds freih waOled away from the banks. Thofe in the caraval Ninna faw other 
fuch like tokens, and a branch ofa thorn full of red berries, which feemed to be 
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newly broke ofr. By thefe tokens, and rcafon itfelf, the admiral being affured he was 
near land, at night, after prayers, he made a fpeech to all the men in general, putting 
them in mind how great a mercy it was that God had brought them fo long a voyage 
with fuch fair weather, and comforting them with tokens which every day were plainer 
and plainer; therefore he prayed them to be very watchful that night, fince they well 
knew that in the firO: article of the infiruClions he gave each {hip at the Canary iflands, 
he ordained that when they had failed feven hundred leagues to the weflward, without 
difcovering land, they fhould lie by from midnight till day. Therefore, fince they had 
not yet obtained their defires in difcovering land, t!hey fhould at leaO: exprefs their zeal 
in being watchful. And forafmuch, as he had moO: aiTured hopes of finding land that 
night, everyone fhould watch in his place; for befides the gratuity their highneffes 
had promifed of thirty crowns a year for life, to him that firfi faw land, he would give 
him a velvet doublet. After this, about ten at night, as the admiral was in the great 
.cabin, he raw a light aibore, but faid it was fo blind he could not affirm it to be land, 
though he called one Peter Gutieres, and bid him obferve whether he faw the faid light, 
who faid he did; but prefently they called one Roderick Sanchez of Segovia, to look 
that way, but he could not fee it, becaufe he came not up time enough where it might 
be feen; nor did they fee it afterwards above once or twice, which made them judge 
it might be a candle or torch belonging to fome fifherman or traveller, who lifted it 
up and let it fall down; or perhaps that they were people going from one houfe to 
another, becaufe it vanifhed and fuddenly appeared again; fo that few would guefs 
but that they were near land. Being now very much upon their guard, they O:ill held 
on their courfe, till about two in the morning the caraval Pinta, which being an ex
cellent failer was far a-head, gave the fignal of land, which was firO: difcovered by a 
failor whofe name was Roderick de Triana, being two leagues from fhore. But the 
thirty crowns a year was not granted by their catholic majefiies to him, but to the 
admiral, who had feen the light in the midfr of darknefs, fignifying the fpiritual light he 
was then fpreading in thofe dark regions. Being now near land, all the fhips lay by, 
tbinking it a long time till morning, that they might fee what they had fo long 
defired. 

CHAP. XXIII. - How the Admiral u:ent ajhore and toak pql1dJion for Their Catholic 
Majefliet. 

DAY appearing, they perceived it was an iiland, fifteen leagues in length, plain, 
without hills, and full of green trees and delicious waters, with a great lake in the 
middle, inhabited by abundance of people, who ran down to the fhore afionilhed and 
admiring at the fight of the fhips, believing them to be fome living creatures, and were 
impatient to know certainly what they were. Nor were the Chrifiians lefs hafiy to 
knuw them, whofe curiofity was foon fatisfied, for they foon came to an anchor; the 
admiral went afhore with his boat well armed, and the royal fiandard difplayed, as did 
the captains of the other two fhips in their boats, with their particular colours of this 
enterprize, which were a green crofs with an F. on the one fide, and on the other the 
names of Ferdinand and lfabC'!, or Elizabeth crowned. Having all given thanks to 
God, kneeling on the £hore, and I~iifed the ground with tears of joy,. for the great 
mercy received, the admiral O:ood up, and called that ifland St. Salvador. After that 
he took poifeffion for Their Catholic Majeflies, in the ufual words, and with the 
folemnity proper in thofe cafes; abundance of the natives that were come out being 
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prefent, and confequently the ~hrjfri~ns ,admitted, him as admira~ and viceroy, and 
{wore to obey him as reprefentmg theIr Hlghneifes perfo~s, an~ wIth fuch expreffiofls 
of joy as became their mighty fuccefs, all of them beggmg hIS pardon for all the 
affronts they had done him thr?ug~ !~eir fear and irr~folution •.. Abundance of the 
Indians being come down to tlus reJOIcmg, and the admIral percelVlng the~ were peace
able, quiet, and very fimple peop~e, he gave them fom~ red caps, and firmgs ?f glafs 
beads, which they hung about theIr necks, and other dungs of fmall value, whIch they 
valued as if they had been fione of high price. 

CHAP. XXIV. - The Manners and Cl!floms of thofe People, and what the Admiral 
jaw in that lJland. 

THE admiral being gone off to his boats, the Indians followed him to them and to 
the {hips fwimming, and others in their canoes, carrying parrots, bottoms of/pun cotton, 
javelins, and other fuch trifles to barter for glafs beads, bells, and other thmgs of fmall 
value. Like people in their original fimplicity, they went naked as they were born, and 
a woman that was among them had no other clothing. Mofl of them were young, 
not above thirty years of age; of a good fiature; their hair lank, t?ick, very black 
and {hart, being cut above their ears, except fame few who had let It grow down to 
their fhoulders, and had tied it with a firong thread about their head like wom~n's 
treffes. Their countenances were pleafant, and their features good, but their too high 
foreheads made them look fomewhat wild. They were of a middle fiatme, well 
fhaped, plump, but of an olive colour like the people of the CanaI:ies, or peafants that 
are fun-burnt. Some were painted with black, fame with white and others with red; 
fame only the faces, others the whole body, and others nothing but the eyes and nofe. 
They had no weapons like our men, nor knowledge of them; for when the Chriflians 
fhewed them a naked fword, they took it !imply by the edge. Nor had they any 
knowledge of iron, and therefore they made their javelins we mentioned of wands; 
with the points hardened at the fire, arming them with a fifh bone inflead of iron. 
Some of them having fears of wounds about them, and being aiked by figns how they 
came by them, they anfwered by !igns that people came from other iflands to take 
them away, and they received thofe wounds in their own defence. They fcemed 
ingenious and of a voluble tongue, for they eafily repeated the words they once heard. 
There was no fort of creatures there but parrots, which they carried to barter among 
the other things we have fpoke of, and in this trade they continued till night. Next 
day, being the 13th of OCtober, in ,the morning many of them came down to the fhore 
and went aboard in their boats caHedcanoes, which were made of one piece, beina' the 
b~dy of a tree hollowed like a tray. The biggefl of them were fa large, they b con_ 
tamed fo:~y or forty-~ve men, and fa le[s and lefs, till fame would hold but one. They 
rowed With a paddle lIke a baker's peel, or thofe they \Ire in dreffing hemp; true it is, 
~hat the oars are not fixed on the fide with pins to turn as ours are, but they dip them 
In ~he, water, ,and pul~ back as if they were digging. Thefe canoes are fa light and [0 
artIfiCIally bUIlt, that If they overfet they foon turn them right again, fwimming, and 
empty, t~e water by throwing the water from fide to fide like a weaver's fhuttle; and 
wh~n It IS abov.e half out, they lade out what remains with dried calabafhes cut in two, 
whIch they carry for that purpofe. That day they brought fuch things to barter for 
as they had the day before, giving all they had for any fmall things they could get. 
Jewels or any fort of metal were not [een among them, except fome fmall plates of 
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gold which hung at their nofirils; and being aiked whence they had that gold, they 
anfwered by figns towards the fauth, where there was a King who had abundance of 
pieces and veiTels of gold, expreiling·that towards the fouth and fauth-weft, there were 
many other iflands and large countries. Being very covetous of any thing of ours, 
and being themfelves but poor, and having nothing to give in exchange, as foon as 
they came aboard, if they could lay their hands on any thing, though it were but a 
piece of a broken earthen glazed diili or porringer, they leaped into the fea and fwarn 
afhore; and if they brought any thing aboard, they would give it for any trifling 
thing of ours, or bit of broken glafs, fo that fome of them gave fixteen bottoms of 
cotton fO.r three fmall pieces of Portuguefe brafs coin not worth a farthing; thefe bot. 
toms weIghed twenty-five pounds, and the cotton was very well [pun. Thus they 
fpent the day, and at night they all went afhore. It is to be obferved, that their 
liberality in dealing did not proceed from the great value they put upon thofe things 
themfelves which they had of our men, but becaufe they valued them as being ours, 
looking upon it as moft certain that our men were come down from heaven, and 
therefore they earnerdy defired to have fomething left them as a memorial. 

CHAP. XXV. - How the Admiral depm:ted from that !/land, and went to difcover 
others. 

NEXT Sunday, being the - 15th of OCtober, the admiral run along the coaft of the 
ifland, towards the north-weft, in his boats, to difcover fomething about it; and that 
way he went, he found a large bay or harbour capable of containing all the fhips in 
Chriftendom. The people feeing him [cour along, ran after, along the fuore, crying 
out, and promifing to give him provifions, calling others to come to fee the people 
dropped from heaven upon earth, and lifted up their hands to heaven, as it werE' 
giving thanks for their coming. Many of them fwimming, or in their canoes, as beft 
they could, came to the boats, afking by figns, whether they were come down from 
heaven, and praying them to land and ref!: themfelves. The admiral gave them all 
glafs beads, pins, and other trifles, rejoicing at their great fimplicity, till he came to a 
peninfula, which made a good port, and where a good fort might be made. There 
he faw fix houfes of the Indians with gardens about them, as pleafant as they are in 
Cafiile in May. But his men being weary of rowing, and he plainly perceiving that 
was none of the land he looked for, nor fa beneficial, as that he fhould make any 
longer ftay there, he took feven of thofe Indians to ferve him as interpreters; and 
returning to his fhips, failed for other Wands that could be difcovered from the penin
fula, and appeared to be plain, green, and very populous, as the Indians themfelves 
affirmed. The next day being Monday, the I6th of OCtober, he came to one that 
was feven leagues from the other, and called it St. Mary of the Conception. That 
fide of this ifland next St. Salvador extended north-weft five leagues in length, but 
the admiral went, to that fide which lies eafi and weft, and is above ten 1F':,-y;uf_s in 
length; and bcin[,; come to an anchor towards the weft, landed to c10 2.S h2 bel done 
in the other. Here the people of the ifland ran together to fee the Chri?cians, 3J
miring as the others had dOlle. The admiral perceiving this was the l:.llnC th:llP: as 
the lan:, the next day, being Tuefday, failed w9'ftw3!',1 to another ifland conl;ckr2bly 
bigger, and anchored upon the coaD: of it, vvhich nws north-weft and [outh-c;dr, ab, ve 
twenty-eight leagues. This was like the others, plain, had a fiLP Ii 1'Z'),1, 'lr;J \."".s 

called Fernandina. Eefore they came to this iiland, and that of L 'GY'Cc l"lwy 
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found a man in a fmall canoe, who had ~ piece of their bre~d, an~ a caI~balh of wate: 'J 

and a little earth like vermillion, wherewI_th thofe people pamt theIr bodIes, as was fald 
above, and rome dry leaves, whic,h they value, as being of a fweet fcent and :vholefome ; 
and in a little bafket he had a finng of beads of green glafs, and two fmall pIeces of Por
tuguefe money, by which it was gueifed th~t he was corne ,from St. Salvador, that he 
had paffed by the Conception, and was gomg to F ernandma to carry news, of the 
Chriilians: but becau[e the way was far and he weary, he came to the fhIPS, was 
taken up \vith his canoe, and courteoufly treated by the admiral, defigning as foon as 
he came to land to [end him a{hore, which he did, that he might fpread the news .. 
The good account he ,gave caufed the pe,ople of Fernandina to come aboard in their 
canoes, to exchange tIle fame fort of thmgs the others had don~ before, for thefe 
people were like the r,eil; and when ,the boat went a{ho~e for \~ater, the Indians very 
readily {howed where It was, and carrIed a fmall ca!k-full on their ihoulders to fill the 
hogfheads in the boat, They feemed to be a wifer and difcreeter people than the firft, 
and as fuch bargained harder for what they exchanged, had cotton cloth in their houfes, 
and bed-clothes; and the women covered their privities with {hart hanging cotton 
cloths, and others with a fort of fwathe. Among other notable things they faw in 
that ifland, were fame trees which feemed to be grafted, becaufe they had leaves and 
branches of four or five feveral [arts, and yet were naturaL They alfo faw fi{hes 
of feveral !hapes and fine colours, but no fort of landcreatlJres but lizards and. fnakes •. 
The better to di[cover the ifland, they failed away north-weft, and came to an anchor at 
the mouth of a beautiful-harbour, at the entrance \vhereof was a fmall ifland, and' 
therefore they could not get in, there being but little water; nor did they much 
care, becaufe they would not be far from a town that appeared at a diilance: for in the 
biggeil ifland they had yet feen they had not found above twelve or fifteen houfes 
together, built like tents, in which they faw no other ornaments or moveable& but 
what they carried to the {hips to exchange. Their beds were like a net, drawn toge
ther in the nature of a fling tied to two pails in their hou[es, in which they lie. Here 
they faw fame dogs like mailiffs, and others like beagles, but none of them barked. 

CHAP. XXVI. - How the Admiral Jailed by otber !Jlands that were in fight 'Zohm: 
he -was. 

FINDING nothing of value in this iiIand F~rnandina, on Friday the 19th of Oaober 
they failed away to another, called Saomotto, to which he gave the name of Ifabella to 
proceed regularly in his names; for the firil which the Indians called Guanabani' he 
called St, SalvadOl~, or St, Saviour, in honour of God, who had fhewed it, and delivered' 
him fron? n;any dangers. The ~ccond? for his particular devotion, to the conception 
of the Vlrgm Mary, and becauie !he IS the great patronefs of Chriftians he called 
St. Mary of the Conception; the third he called Fernandina, in honour of the Catholic 
King; and the fourth !fabella, in memory of the Catholic Queen; and the next after 
~t which was Cuba, he !tyled Jo~r:na, in refpeCl: to Prince Joh~, ~eir of CaftiIe, having 
m thefe names regard to,~oth, fpmtuals ~nd temporals. 1 rue It IS, that as to goodnefs, 
extent, an? bea~t.Y' he falC! thIS Fernandma far exceeded the others; for befides that it 
abounded l~ d:hclOUS w,aters, p,leafant meadows and tree~, among which were many aloes;" 
there were In It [orne hIlls, whlcn the others wanted, bemg very plain. The admiral 

d 'h' b d .c h ' en a ... moure WIt ItS eauty, an to pel'lorm t e ceremony of taking poifeffion landed 
fame meadows as pleafant and delightful as they are in Spain in April; ~nd thereU~~~ 

heard 
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heard the finging of nightingales and other birds fa fweet that he could fcarce depart. 
Nor were they only about the trees, but flew through the air in fuch fwarms that they 
darkened he fun, and moil: of them differed much from our birds. There being 
abundance of water and lakes, near to one of them they faw a fort of alligator, feven 
feet long, and above afoot wide in the belly, which being diil:urbed by our men threw
itfelf into the lake; but it not being deep they killed it with their fpears, not without 
dread and admiration, becaufe of its fierce and frightful look. Time afterwards made 
them look upon this as a dainty, it being the beft food the Indians had, forafmuch as 
when that horrid ikin and the fcales that cover it are taken off the fle!h is very white 
and very delicious; the Indians call them yvanas. Being very defirous to know more 
of that country, and it being then late, they left that creature for the next day, when 
they killed another, as they had done the firil:; and travelling up the land found a 
to~vn, the people whereof fled, carrying away as much of their goods as they could. 
The admiral would not fuffer any thing of what they had left to be taken away, left 
they !hould look upon the Chriil:ians as thieves. Therefore their fear being foon over ~ 
they came of their own accord to the !hips to barter as the others had done. 

CHAP. XXVII. - How the Admiral difcovered the lj/and of Cuba; and what he~~ 
found there. 

THE admiral having learned the fecrets of the iD.and Ifabella, its produCt, and the 
manners of the people, would lofe no more time among thofe i!1ands, becaufe they 
were many and like one another, as the Indians faid. He th'hefore fet fail with a fair 
wind for a very large country much applauded by them ali, called Cuba, which lay 
towards the fouth, and on Sunday the 28th of October, he came up with the coail: of 
it on the north fide. This iiland at firil: fight appeared to be better and richer that\ 
thofe before-named, as well by reafon of the beauty of its hills and mountains, as fOl
the variety of trees, the large plains, and the greatnefs and extent of its coaf1:s and 
rivers. Therefore to get fome knowledge of its people, he came to an anchor in a 
large river~ where the trees were very thick and tall, adorned with fruit and bloffoms, 
differing from ours, and where there were abundance of birds, the place mon: deli
cious, for the grafs was high, and nothing like ours; and though there were feveral 
forts of herbs known to us, yet the great variety made our men not know them. 
Going to two houfes that were not far off, they found the people were fled for fear, 
and had left their nets and all other fi!hing-tackle, and a. dog that did not bark. As the 
admiral had ordered, nothing was touched, for it was enough for him at prefent to fee 
what their food and neceffaries were. Returning to their [hips they held on their courfe 
wefiward, and came to another river, which the admiral called de Mares, or of feas. 
This much exceeded the other, becaufe a !hip could turn it up, and the banks were much 
inhabited; but the people feeing the !hips, fled towards the mountains, which appeared, 
and were high, round, and covered with trees and pleafant plants, whither the Indians 
conveyed all they could carry away. The admiral being c1ifappointed, by the people's 
fear, of learning any thing of the nature of the ifland, and confide ring if he landed with 
many men it would increafe their terror, he refolved to fend two Chriil:ians, with one 
of the Indians he brought from St. Salvador, and with one of that country, who ven
tured to come aboard in his canoe. Thefe he ordered to travel up into the country, 
making much of the natives they met by the way; and that no time might be loil: 
whilil: they were going, he ordered the {hip to be laid a!hore to careen her, where 
they obferved that all the fire they made was mail:ic. whereof there was plenty all the 
country over. This tree is in all refpeCts like our maftic-tree, but much bigger. 

I CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. - How the two Chrfflians returned, and the Report they made of what 
they had jcen. 

THE {hip being repaired and ready to fail, the Chrifl:ians returned with two Indians 
on the' 5th of November, faying they had traveIl~d twelve leagu~s up the land, and 
came to a to\vn of fifty pretty large houfes, all of tImber cover~d wIth Ihaw, and made 
after the manner of pavillions, like the others; t~at they con tamed abou~ o~e thoufand 
people, becaufe all that were of one family lived in a houfe; that .the pnnCIp~l men of 
the place came out to meet them, and led them by the arms to theIr town, glvmg them 
one of thofe great houfes to lodge in, \vhere .they made them fit down upon feats made 
of one piece, in ihange ihapes, and almofi hke fame creature that had {hart le.gs, and 
the tail lifted up to lean againfL, which is as broad as the feat, for the convemency of 
leaninrr, with a head before, and the eyes and ears of gold. Thefe feats they call 
duchi;where the Chrifiians being feated, all the Indians fat about them on the ground, 
and then came one by one to kifs their har,ds and feet, believing they came from 
heaven; and they gave them fome boiled roots to eat, not unlike chefnuts in tafie ; 
earnefUy entreating them to fiay there among them, or at le2.fi to refi themfelves five 
or fix days, becaufe the two Indians they took with them gaye thofe people an excellent 
charaCter of the·Chrif1:ians. Soon after many women coming in to fee them the men 
went out, and thefe with no lefs refpeCt kiffed their feet and hands, offering them what 
rhey brought. \iVhen their time came to return to the Ihips many Indians would go along 
with them, but they would admit only of the king, his fon and one fcrvant, whom the 
;:Ldmiral did much honour to; and thefe Chrifiians told him that in their way out and 
return they had found feveral towns, where they were entertained with the fame 
courtefy, but that there were not in them above five houfes together; befides, that by 
the way they met many people, who always carried a lighted firebrand, to light fire and 
perfume themfelv€s \yith certain herbs they carried along with them, and to roafi fome 
of thofe roots they gave them, forafmuch as that was their principal food. They alfl) 
raw very many forts of trees and plants, 'which were not to be feen about the fea-coafi ; 
and great variety of birds far differing from ours, but that among them there were 
partridges and nightingales. As for lour-footed creatures they had feen none, but 
dumb dogs. That there was a great deal of tilled land, fame fowed with thofe root:;, 
a fort of beans, and a fort of grain they call maize, which was well tafted, bal;:ed or 
dried, and made into flour. They faw vaft quantities of cotton well fpun, in bottoms 
infomuch that in one houfe only, they faw above twelve thoufand five hundred 
pounds of it. The plants it comes from are not fet but grow naturally about the 
fields like rofes, and open of themfelves when they are ripe, but not all at the fame 
time; for UPo? one a.nd t~e fame plant they had feen .a little young bud, another 
open, and a thll-d commg npe. Of there plants the IndIans afterwards carried G"reat 
quantities aboard the {hips, and gave a balket-full for a thonG" of leather· yet no~e of 
them make'ufe of it to clothe themfelves, but only to make n~ts for their' beds which 
they call hamacas, and in weaving aprons fo~ women to cover their nakednefs.' Being 
<:~\:ed whether they had g~ld or pearls, or [pIce, they made figns that there was great 
]Jlenty towards ~he eaft, 111 a country they called Bohio, which is the ifland of Hif
paniola, but it is not yet certainly known what place they meant. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. - How the Admiral dif!fted from following the wdiern Coajl of Cuba, 
and turned eqflward towards Hifpaniola. 

THE admiral having this account, and refolvinp" to ftay no longer in that river, 
ordered fome natives of that Wand to be taken, defig~ing to carry fame from all parts 
into Spain to give an account of his country; and accordingly twelve were feized, men, 
women and children, and this fo peaceably, and without any difturbance, that when 
they were ready to fail with them, the hufband of one of the women, and father of 
two children that had been carried aboard, came to the {hips in a canoe defiring he 
might be taken along with them, and not parted from his wife and children, which 
extremely pleafed the admiral, who ordered he fhould be received, and they all well 
ufed and made much of. That fame day, being the 13th of November, he came about 
to the eaftward, defigning for the ifland they called Bahia. The wind blowing hard 
at north, he was forced to come to an anchor again in the f.ame ifland of Cuba, among 
fome high iflands lying near a large Pelft, which he called del Principe, or the Prince's 
port, and the fea Our Lady's. There iflands lay fo thicl,,-, and clofe, there was not 
above a quarter of a league difrance between them at farthefl:, and but a muiket-fhot 
for the mofr part. The channels were fo deep, and fo \vell adorned with trees and 
greens, that it was very delightful going among them; and among the mul~i:ude of 
-other trees there were abundance of maftic, aloes and palm, the trunk green and fmooth, 
and other plants of fundry forts. And though thefe rflands were not inhabited, yet 
there appeared the tokens of many fires made by fiil1ermel"l; for as it aftenvards 
appeared, the people of Cuba went together in great number in their canoes over to 
thefe Wands, and abundance more tha~ lie hereabouts uninhabited, and live upon the 
fiili they catch, upon, birds, crabs, and other things they find on the earth; forafmuch 
as generally the Indians eat abundance of filthy things, [uch as great fpiders, worms 
that breed in rotten wood and other corrupt places, and abundance of filh a111100: raw ; 
for as foon as taken, before they roaft it, they dig out the eyes to eat, and many other 
[nch things they feed on, which befides that they are naufeous, would kill any of us 
fhould we eat them. They follow this fifhing and birding according to the feafon, 
fometimes in one Wand, fometimes in another, as one that changes his diet, being weary 
of the laft. But to return to the iflands of Our Lady's Sea: in one of them the Chrif. 
tians, with their fwords, killed a beaft like a badger, and in the fea fonnd much mother 
of pearl; and cafiing their nets, among many other forts of fiili they caught, one was 
like a fwine, all covered with a very hard ikin, no part whereof was foft but the tail. 
They alfo obferved that in this fea and the Wands the tide fwelled and fell much lower 
than in other places where they had been till then, and their tides were quite contrary 
to ours, for it was low water when the moon was fouth-weft and by fouth. 

CHAP. XXX. - How the Admiral Jet foil again eajlward for Hifpaniola, and one of 
the Ships jorfook him. 

ON Monday the 19th of November the admiral departed from the Prince's port in 
Cuba, and the fea of Our Lady, fteering eafl:ward for the ifland of Bahia and Hif
paniola, but the wind being contrary, he was forced to ply two or tnree days between 
the ifland Ifabella, which the Indians call Somoto: and the faid Prince's port, which 
lie almoft north and fouth, about twenty-five leagues diftant, in which fea he frill found 
long traces of thefe weeds he had feen in the ocean, and he perceived they [warn along 

the 
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the current and never lay athwart it. During this time ~artin Alonzo ~inzon, ?eing 
informed by certain Indians he had concealed aboard hIS caraval, that In the In,and 
Bohio, which he faid was HifpanioJa, there was great plenty of gold; covet?ufly?lmd
ing him on Wednefdav the '2 dl:of November he went away from the admiral WIthout 
any firers of weather 0; any other occafion, fo'r he could have come up to him. before 
the \vind, but would not; and fa making as much way as poffibly he could, hIS, veff~l 
being an excellent failer, he made forwards all Thurfday, where~s theY,had faIle~ In 

fight of one another all the day before, and night coming on he q~lte van~fhed: 1 hus 
the admiral was left only with two fhips, 'and the weather not bemg fit for hIS veifels 
to fail over towards Hifpaniola he was forced to return to Cuba, to, another port not 
far from the Prince's, which he called St. Catharine's, there to take 111 wood and water. 
In this port he accidentally faw figns of gold on fome, fiones in the river ~vhere they 
were watering, and up the country there were mountams full of fuch tall pme trees as 
would make mafis for the biggefi !hips. Nor was there any wa.nt of woo~ for planl~s 
to build as many fhips as they would, and among them oaks and others hke thofe 111 

Cafiile. But perceiving that all the Indians direCted him to Hifpaniola, he run along 
the coafi ten or twelve leagues farther towards the fouth-eafi, meeting all the way 
excellent harbours and many large rivers. The admiral fays fo much of the delight
fuJnefs and beauty of that country, that I have thought fit here to fet down his own 
words, fpeaking of the mouth of the river, which makes a harbour by him called 
Puerto Santo, or holy harbour. Thus he fays, " When I went with the boats before 
me to the mouth of the harbour towards the fouth, I found a river up whofe mouth a 
galley could eafily row, and the way up it was fuch, that it was not to be difcovered 
but clofe by; the beauty of it invited me to go up a boat's lengrh, where I found 
from five to eight fathom water; and proceeding, I went a confiderable way up the 
river in the boats; becaufe as well the bec:uty and delightfulnefs of the river and the 
clearnefs of the water, through which I could fee the fand at the bottom; as the 
abundance of palm-trees of feveral forts, the finefi and highefi I had yet met with; 
the other, infinite number of large green trees, the birds, and the verdure of the plain, 
tempted me to fix there for ever. This country, mofi Serene Princes, is fo wonder
fully fine, as far exceeds all other beauty and delightfulnefs, as the day in brightnefs 
exeeds the night. Therefore I often told my companions, that though I fhould 
never fo much endeavour to give your Highneffes a perfeCt account of it, my tongue 
and pen would always fall !hort of the truth. And to fay the truth, I was afl:onifhed 
to fee fa much beauty, and know not how to exprefs it; for I have writ of the other 
countries, of their trees ~llld fruits, of the plants and ports, and of all that belonged to 
them, as largely as I was able, yet not as I ought, fince all men affirmed it was im
pollible any other country co,!1db~ mo;e delicious. Now I am fi,lent, wifhing this 
may be feen by others, who wIll wnteof It, that they may prove how lIttle credit is to be 
got, mor~, th~n I hav~ don~ in writ~ng ~r fpeaking of that place, confidering what it 
deferves. 1 he admIral gOlllg on WIth hiS boats faw a canoe among the trees in the port 
d;awn upon land under a bowe:, which canoe was made of the body of one tree, and a~ 
bIg as a twelve-oar barge, and III fome houfes hard by they found a ball of wax and a 
man's fcull in two bafkets hanging at a pofi. The fame they afterwards found in an
other houfe, which made our men judge they were the fculls of the founders of thofe 
houfes. No people appeared to receive any information of, for as foon as ever thev 
faw the Chrifi.ians they fled from their houfes to other parts. Afterwards they found 
another canoe about feventy feet long, that would carry fifty perfous, made like the 
.other we fpoke of before. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. - How the .Admiral'failed over to Hifpaniola, and what he jaw there. 

THE admiral having failed one hundred and fix leagues eafl:ward along the coafl: of 
Cuba came to the eafl: point of it, which he called Alpha, and on Wednefday the 5th 
of December {huck off to fail over to Hifpaniola, difl:ant fix teen leagues from Cuba 
eafl:ward, and by reafon of fome currents could not reach it till the next day, when he put 
into Port St. Nicholas, fo called by him in memory of that faint whofe fefl:ival was that 
day. The port is large, deep, fafe, and encompaifed with many tall trees, but the 
country is more rocky, and the trees are lefs, that is, like thofe of CaIl:ile, among 
which there were fmall oaks, myrtle, and other ilirubs, and a pleafant river ran along 
a plain towards the port, all about which there were large canoes like fifteen-oar 
barges. The admiral not being able to meet with any of thofe people, ran along the 
coafl: northward, till he came to a port he called the Conception, which lies almoft due 
foutn of a fmall ifland about the big'nefs of Gran Canaria, which was afterwards called 
Tortuga. Perceiving that this iflalld Bohio was very large, and that the land and trees 
were like thofe of Spain; and that at one draught of a net they had taken feveral fillies, 
like thofeof Spain, as foles, [almon, pilchards, crabs, and fome others, therefore on Sunday 
the 9th of December, they gave it the name of Efpannola, as called in Englilli, HiC. 
paniola. All of them being very defirous to enquire into the nature of this Wand; 
whilfl: the men were fifhing on the ilion~, three Chrifl:ians travelled along the moun
tain, and lighted on a company of Indians, as naked as thofe they had feen before, who 
feeing the Chrifiians draw near them, in a great fright ran into the thickeft of the 
wood, as having no .clothes to hinder them. The Chrifiians, to get fome information, 
ran after them, but could only overtake a young woman, who had a plate of gold 
hanging at her nofe. She was carried to the !hips, where the admiral gave her feveral 
baubles, as bells and glafs, and then fent her aihore, without the leaft difgafi offered 
her, ordering three Indians of thofe he brought from the other iflands to go with her, 
and three Chrifiians, to the town where ilie dwelt. The next day he fent eleven men 
afhore well armed, who having travelled four leagues, found a fort of town or village 
of above one thoufand houfes, fcattered about a valley, the inhabitants whereof feeing 
the Chrifiians, all fled to the woods. But the Indian guide, whom our men brought 
from St. Salvador, went after them, and faid fuch things to them of the Chriftians, 
affirming they were people come from heaven, that he perfuaded them to turn back 
quietly and without any fear. Afterwards full of afionilliment, they would lay their 
hands on our mm's heads by way of honour, brought them to eat, and gave them all 
they denred, without aiking any return, praying them to flay that night in their vil~ 
lage. The Chrifiians would not accept of !he invitation, but re~urned to their (hips, 
carrying the news that the country was very pleafant, abounding in their provifions: that 
the people were whiter and handfomer than any they had yet feen in the other iflands, 
and that they were tratl:able and courteous, and told them the country where the gold 
was found lay farther eafiward. The admiral hearing this account, fet fail immediately)) 
though the wind was contrary, and on Sunday following, being the 15th of December, 
as he was plying between Hifpaniola and Tortuga, he found one Indian alone in a little 
canoe, which they all wondered was not [wallowed by the fea, the wind and the waves 
were fo high. He took him into the {hip, carried him to Hifpaniola and fet him 
afhore with feveral gifts. He told the Indians how kindly he had been ufed, and 
fpoke fo well of the Chrifiians that abundance of them came prefently aboard, but 
they brought nothing of value, except fome fmall grains of gold hanging at their ears 
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and nofl:rils, and being a[ked whence they had that gold, they made figns ~here was a 
great deal higher up. The next day there came" a great canoe from. the lfland To;
tuga, which was near the place where the admIral lay. at a~chor, WIth forty men III 

it, at fuch time as the Cacique or lord of that port of Hlfpa~lOla was upon the {hare, 
bartering a plate of aold he had brought. When he and hIS faw the canoe, they all 
fat themfelves down ~pon the ground, as a fign they woul~ not fig~t. ~mmediately 
almofl: all thofe in the canoe landed, againfr whom the CaCIque of Hlfpamola got up 
alone, and with threatning words made them return to their can<:e. Then he threw 
water after them, and taking up frones off the frrand, cafr them mto the .fea towards 
the canoe. Bur when they were all in fubmiffive manner returned to theIr canoe, ~e 
took up a frone and delivered it to one of the admiral's officers, to throw at thofe III 

the canoe, to expre[s that he took the admiral's part againil the Indians, but the officer 
did not throw, feeing they prefently went off in their canoe. After this, difc0l!rfing 
about the affairs at that ifland, which the admiral had called Tortuga, he affirmed 
there was more gold in it than in Hifpaniola, and that in Bohio there was more than 
in any other, which was about fifteen days journey from the place where they were. 

CHAP. XXXII. - How the Principal King of the Jjland came aboard, and of the 
State he came in. 

ON Tuefday the 18th of December, the King that came the day before, where 
the canoe of Tortuga was, and who lived five leagues from the place where the {hips 
Jay, came in the morning to the town near the fea, fome of the Spaniards at the fame 
time be~ng there by the admiral's order, to fee whether they brought any more gold. 
Thefe feeing the King come, went to acquaint the admiral, faying he brought above 
two hundred men along with him, and that he came not a foot, but was carried on a 
fort of palanquine by four men with great refpecr, though he was very young. This 
King being at a fmall difrance from the [hips, having refl:ed a little, drew near with all 
his men, concerning which, the admiral himfelf writes thus: "There is no doubt but 
your Highneffes had been very much pleafed to have feen his gravity, and the refpeB: 
his people paid him, though all naked. When he came aboard, and underfrood I 
was under deck, being then at dinner, he furprifed me, fitting down by me, without 
giving me time to go out to receive him, or rife from table. When he came down 
he made figns to all his followers to fray above, which they did with great refpeB:, 
fitting down upon the deck, except two ancient men that feemed to be his counfellors 
that fat down at his feet. They faid this man was a Cacique. I ordered fuch meat a; 
I was eating to be brought him; they jufl: tafred of every thing, and fent the refr 
to their men, who all eat of it. The fame they did as to drinking, for they onlv 
kiffed the cup and gave it about. They were all wonderful grave, and fpoke but fe~ 
words, and thofe they uttered, by what I could gather, were very deliberate and fraid. 
The two ?ld men obferv.ed the King~s mouth, and f~oke f~r and to him. After eating, 
one of his gentlemen WIth great reipecr brought hIn1 a gIrdle, not unlike thofe ufed 
in Cafrile, though differently wr9ught, which he took in his hand, and o-ave me with 
nvo pieces of wrought gold very thin. Of which gold I believe there i~ little here 
and I gueffed that place was near to where they took it, which produced very much: 
I believing. he ~vould like a carpet or counterpane that lay on my bed, gave it him, 
tog:ether WIth iome fine amber beads I ?ad ab.out my neck, with a pair of red £hoes 
~nd a bo~tle of orange-flower water, with whIch he was wonderfully pleafed, and both 
DE and h1s counfellors expreifed much concern becaufe they did not underfrand me, 
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nor I them, though I made out, that if I wanted any thing, all ·the if1and was at my 
command. I prefently brought out a letter-cafe, in which I carried a gold medal 
weighing four ducats, on which your Highneffes' effigies are cut, and {howed it him, 
faying over again, that your Highneifes were mighty Princes, and poffeffed the beft 
part of the world, and {hewed him the royal fiandard, and the other of the crofs, 
which he made great account of. Therefore turning to his counfellors, he faid, your 
Highneifes were certainly mighty Princes, fince you had fent me fa far as from heaven 
thither, without any fear. Much more paffed between us, which I did not underfiand, 
but perceived they admired at every thing they faw; but it being then late, and he 
defiring to be gone, I fent him a{hore very honourably in my boat, and cau[ed feveral 
guns to be fired, and he being afhore got jnto his palanquine, attended by above two 
hundred men, and a fan of his was carried on a man of note's {houlders. He ordered 
all the Spaniards that were afhore to have meat given them, and to be very courteoufly 
ufed. Afterwards, a failor that met him on the way, told me that everyone of the 
things I had given him, were carried before him by a man of great wOIth, and that 
his fan went not along with him on the road, but at fome difl:ance behind him, with 
as many more attendance as he had, and a brother of his on foot, with near as many 
more, two great men leading him under the arms, to whom I had given fame fmall 
matters when he came aboard after his brother." 

CHAP. XXXIII. - How the Admiral lojl his Ship upon the Flats through the Carelifs
neJs of the Sailors, and the Afftflance he received /rem the King of that !/land. 

THE admiral continuing the relation as above, fays, that on Monday the 24th of 
December, the weather was very calm, without any wind hardly, but fo much as 
carried him from St. Thomas's fea to Punta Santa, or the holy Cape, off which he 
lay by about a league, and about eleven o'clock at night he went to take his refi:, for 
he had not flept in t\"O days and a night; and the weather being calm, the feaman 
that was at the helm, left it to a grummet, "which (fays the admiral) I had forbid, 
during the whole voyage, bidding them, ,vhether the wind blew or not, never to 
leave the helm to a grummet. And to fay the truth, I thought myfelf fafe from flats 
and rocks; for that Sunday I fent my boats to the King, they went at leafl: three 
leagues and a half beyond the faid Punta Santa; and the feamen had viewed all the 
coafl:, and the {hoals that lie three leagues eafl:-fouth-eafl: of that Cape, and obferved 
which way to fail, which I had not done during the voyage; and it pleafed our Lord, 
that at midnight, feeing me gone to bed, and we being in a dead calm, and the fea as 
frill as the water in a difh, all the men went to reLl:, leaving the helm to a grummet. 
Thus it came to pafs, that the current eafily carried away the {hip upon one of thofe 
fhoals, which, though it was night, made fuch a roaring noife, that they might be heard 
and difcovered a league off. Then the fellow who felt the rudder {trike and heard 
the noiCe, began to cry out, and I hearing it, got up immeJi~ltely; for none had yet 
perceived that we were aground. Prefently the mafl:er, whofe watch it was, came out, 
and I ordered him and other failors to take the boat, and carry out an anchor afl:ern ; 
whereupon he and others leaped into the boat, and I believing they would have done as I 
ordered, they rowed away, flying with the boat to the other caraval, which was half a 
league off. 1 then perceiving they ran away with the boat, that the water ebbed, and the fhip 
was in danger, cauCed the mafis to be cut down, and lightened her as much as I could to fee 
to get her eff; but the "vater ftill ebbing, the caraval could not budg-e, but turning athwart 
the ilreams, the feams opened, and all below deck \vas full of water. Meanwhile the 
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boat returned from the caraval to relieve me; for the men ah.oard perceiving the b?at 
fled, would not receive it, which obliged it to return to the fhlp. No hopes of fav~ng 
the fhip appearing, I went away to the caraval to fave the men; and becaufe the wmd 
blew from the land, and great part of the night wa~ fpent, and ye!- we knew not 
which way to get from among thofe flats; I lay by ~Ith the caraval till day appeared, 
and then I drew towards land within the fhoals, havmg tidl: fent James de Arana the 
provoft, and Peter Gutierres, your Highneff~s fecret~ry, ~o a.cqu~int the King with what 
had happened, telling him, that as I was !?omg to vlfit hIt? m hIS own port, as he had 
defired the laft Saturday, I had loIl: my fhlp oppofite to hIs town, and a league and a 
half from it upon a flat. The King underIl:anding it, with tears in h!s eyes, expre~cd 
much grief for our lofs, and immediately fent aboard all th: people m .the plac~, WIth 
many large canoes. So they and we began to unload, and m a fhort tIme earned off 
all that was upon deck. The alliftance this King gave was great; and afterwards he 
himfelf, with his brothers and kindred, took all pollible care both aboard and afhore, 
that all things might be done orderly; and from time to time he fent fome of his 
kindred weeping to beg of me not to be dejeCted, for he would give me all he had,. 
I do affure your Highneffes, better order could not have been taken in any part of 
Caftile, to fecure our things; for we loft not the value of a pin, for he caufed all 
our clothes to be laid together near his palace, where he kept them till the houfes 
were voided, which he had appointed for us. HE: placed armed men to keep them, 
who ftood there all day and all night, and all the people lamented, as if our lofs had 
concerned them much; fa loving, traCtable, and free from covetoufnefs they are, 
that I fwear to your Highneffcs, there are no better people, nor a better country in the 
world. They love their neighbour as themfelves, and their converfation is the fweeteft 
in the univerfe, being pleafant and always fmiling. True it is, both men and women 
go as naked as they were born; yet, your Highneffes may believe me, they have very 
commendable cuftoms, and the King is ferved with great Il:ate; and he is fa {laid, 
that it is a great fatisfaCtion to fee him, as it is to think what good memories thefe 
people have, and how defirous they are to know eyery thing, which moves them to 
aik many queftions, and to enquire into the caufe and effeCts of every thing." 

CHAP. XXXIV. - How the Admiral refllvcd to plant a Colony where the King reo 
jided, and called it the Nativity. 

ON Wednef?ay, the 26th of December, the chi~f King of that country came 
aboard the admIral s caraval, and exprelling much gnef and farrow, comforted him,. 
offered all he would have, and faying he had already given the Chriftians three 
houfes to lay ul? all th~y got out of the {hip, and that he had given them many more, 
had they ftood III need of them. In the meantime a canoe came witli fame Indians 
from another ifland,. bringing fame plates of gold to exchange for bells, which they 
val~ed above any thmg. Befides the feamen came from fhore, faying abundance of 
IndIans reforted f~om other places to the town, who brought feveral things in gold and 
~ave them. f~r pomts, and other things of fmall value, offering to bring much more 
If t~e Chnftlans wo.uld. Which the great Cacique perceiving was pleafing to the 
admIral; h~ told hIm he would caufe a great quantity to be brought from Cibao a 
place that Yielded much gold. Being albore, he invited the admiral to eat axis ~nd 
cazabi, which is their principal diet, and gave him fome vizor maiks, with the eyes 
nofe an? .ears of gold, and other pretty things, which they hung about their necks. The~ 
~omplalDmg of the Caribbes, who carried away his men to make naves and eat them ;. 

he, 



LIFE 011' COLON, BY HIS SON. 45 

he was much comforted, when the admiral comforting him, !hewed him our weapons, 
faying, he would defend him with them. He was much aftonilhed at our cannon, 
which fo terrified them, that they fell down as if ,they were dead, when they heard 
the report. The admiral therefore finding fo much kindnefs among thofe people, and 
fuch figns of gold, almoft forgot the grief conceived for the lofs of his lhip; think
ing God had permitted it that he might fix a colony there, and leave Chriftians to 
trade, and get farther knowledge of the people and country, learning the language, 
and converfing with the natives, that when he returned from Spain with fuccours, he 
might have fome body to direct him in his affairs, for peopling and fubduing that 
country. To this he was the more inclined, becaufe many voluntarily offered them
felves to ftay and inhabit there. For this reafon he refolved to build a tower with the 
timber of the lhip that was wrecked, whereof he loft no part, but made ufe of it all. 
To forward his defign, the next day being Thurfday, the 27th of December, news was 
brought, that the caraval Pinta was in a river towards the eaft point of the ifiand. To 
be a(fured of it, the Cacique, whofe name was Guacanagari, fent a canoe with fome 
Indians, who carried a Chriilian thither: he having gone twenty leagues along the coaft, 
returned without any news of it; which was the reafon that no credit was given to 
another Indian, who faid he had feen her fome days before. Neverthelefs the admiral 
did not alter his refolution of leaving fome Chriftians irt that place, who were all ftill 
more fenfible of the goodnefs and wealth of the country, the Indians bringing mafks 
and other things of gold to give them, and telling them of feveraI*provinces in the 
ifland where it was found. The admiral now being ready to depart, and difcourfing 
with the King concerning the Caribbes, or Canibals) of whom they complained and 
were in great dread, therefore to pleafe him with leaving fome Chriftians there, and 
at the fame time make him afraid of our arms, he canfed a gun to be fired againft 
the fide of the lhip, which {hot quite through it, and the bullet fell into the water, 
which not a little terrified the Cacique. Befides, he lhewed him all our other 
weapons, and how they offended with them, and defended themfelves, telling him, 
that fince fuch weapons were left to defend him, he needed not to fear the Caribbes, 
for the Chriftians wouid deftroy them all, and he would leave them for his guard. and 
return himfelf to Caftile for jewels and other things to give him. Then he parLlcu
larly rec;ommended to him James de Arana, fon to Roderic de Arana of Codova, of 
whom mention has been made above. To him, and Peter Gutierres and Rodcric d'2 
E:fkovedo, he left the government of the fort, and command of thiny-fix 1n<1, with 
abundance of commodities, provifion, arms and cannon, and the boat that belonged 
to the iliip, with carpenters, caulk(;rs, and all other nece(faries for fettling there, alfo 
a furgeon, gunner, and fuch like 1,;:;rfons. This done he prepared with all polIible 
fpeed to return dlreaIy to Caftile, without making any more difcoveries, fearing, fince 
he had but one lhip left, left fome other misfortune might befal him, which might 
hinder their Catholic Majeilies from coming to the knowledge of thole kingdoms he 
had newly acquired for them. 

CHAP. XXXV. - How the Ad,niral Jet out to return to Spain, and found the O/hoT 

, Carava! commanded by Pinzon. 

ON Friday the 4th of January, at fun-rifing, the admiral fet fail, with the boats 
a-head, {tanding north-weft, to get our of ilioal water, that was about the port where 
he left the Chriftians, by him called the port of the Nativay, becaufe· on Chriftmas 
day he had landed, efcaping (he danger of the fea, and begun to build thac colon';. 
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Thofe flats reach from Cape Santo to Cape Serpe, which is fix leagt~es, and run out 
above three leagues to fea, and all the coaft north-weft and fouth-ea~ IS- an ope~ ftrand, 
and plain for four leagues up the count:y, where the~'e .are then hlg~1 mountams, and 
abundance of large villages, in companfon of what IS m the o!her Iiland~: ~hen he 
failed towards a high moulltain, which he called ]\10nte Chnfto,. and hes eIg~t~en 
leagues eaft of Cape Santo. ~o that ,:",ho~oever wou!d come t~ t~e CIty of the NatIvIty, 
when he difcovers Monte Chnfto, whIch IS round lIke a_pavIllIon, and looks almoft 
like a rock, muf!: keep out at fea two leagues from it, and fail weft .till he comes to 
Cape Santo, when .the city of the Nativity will be fiv~ lea&ues from ~Im; and he ~uft 
pars through certam channels among the fiats, whIch he before It. The a~m~ral 
thought fit to mention thefe marks, that it might be known where the firft ~abltatI.on 
of Chriftians was in thofe weftern parts. Having failed eaft of Monte Chnfto WIth 
contrary winds, on Sunday the 6th of January, in the morning? a [ailor from .the 
round top di[covered the caraval Pinta that was failing wefiward, rIght befor~ the WI?d. 
As foon as it came up with the admiral, Martin Alonzo Pinzon, ~he captam, comm.g 
aboard the admiral's caraval, began to ihew fame reafons, and gIve excu[es for hIS 
leaving of him, faying it had happened againft his will. The admiral, though he very 
well knew the contrary, and was fatisfied of the man's evil inclination, remembering 
his bold manner of proceeding before in the voyage, yet connivecl at him, and bore 
with all, for fear of ruining his undertaking, which might eafily have been don~, 
becaufe moft of his crew were Martin Alonzo~s countrymen, and feveral of them hIS 
relations. And the truth is, that when he forfook the admiral, which was at Cuba, 
he went away with a defign to fail to the ifland Bohio, becaufe the Indians aboard 
his caraval told him, there was abundance of gold there. When he was there and 
found nothing of what had been told him, he was returning towards Hifponiola, where 
other Indians had told him there was much gold, and thus he had fpent twenty days 
in failing not above fifteen leagues eaft of the Nativity, to a river which the admiral 
oIled of Grace, and there Martin Alonzo had lain fix teen days, and had got 
gold enough, as the admiral had done at the Nativity, giving things of fmall value 
for it. Of this gold he diftributed one half among his crew, to gain and pleafe them, 
that he as captain might keep the reft, and afterw~rds he would perfuade the admiral 
that he J~new ~othing of all this. He now following on his way to come to an anchor 
at Monte Chnno; the weather not permitting him to proceed farther, he went in his 
boat up a river fouth-weft of the mount, where in the [and he difcovered figns of gold 
duft, and t~1e.refore ca~led it the River of Gold. This river lies feventeen leagues eaft 
of the NatIVIty, and IS not much lefs than the river Guadalquivar that runs by 
Cordova. 

CHAP. XXXVI. - Of tlve fil:fl Skirmijh between the Chriflians and Indians, which 
happened about the Gulf of Samana in HiJpaniola. 

ON, Sunday the 13t~ of January, being near the cape called Enamorado, or the 
Lover s Cape, the admIral fent the boat afhore where our men found fome Indians 
with fierce countenances on the ihore, with bo~s and arrows, who feemed to be ready 
to engage? but at the fame time were in a confternation. However, having fame con· 
f~rence With th.em, they bought two of their bows and fame arrows, and with much 
dIfficulty prevaIled to have one of them go aboard the admiral. Their fpeech was fuit
a~le to their fiercenefs, ~hich appeared greater than any people they had yet met 
with had ihown; for theIr faces were all daubed over with charcoal, it being the 
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cullom of all thofe people to paint themfelves, fame black, fame red, and fame 
white, fame one way, and fame another; their hair was very long, and hung in a 
bag made of parrots' feathers. One of them {tanding before the admiral, as naked 
as he was born, as all the others there till then difcovered were, he faid in a lofty 
tone, they all went fa in thofe parts. The admiral thinking this was one of the Caribbes, 
and that the bay parted them from Hifpaniola, he aiked of him where the Caribbes 
dwelt who pointed with his finger, in another ifland ea{tward, and that there were 
pieces of Guanin, as big as half the {tern of the caraval; and that the Wand Matinino was 
all inhabited by women, with whom the Caribbes went and lay at a certain time of 
the year; and if afterwards they brought forth fans, they gave them to the fathers to 
carry away. Having anfwered to all the quefiions put to them, partly by figns, and 
partly by that little the Indians of St. Salvador could under{tand of their language, the 
admiral gave them to eat, and fame baubles, as glafs beads, and green and red 
cloth, which done, he fent them afhore, that they {hould caufe gold to be brought 
if the others had any. The boat being alliore, they found on the fhore among 
the trees fifty-five of them, all naked with long hair, as the women in Spain wear it, 
and behind on the crown of the head, they had plumes of parrots or other birds fea
thers, and all of them armed with bows and arrows. "\iVhen our men landed, the 
Indian that had been aboard made the others lay down their bows and arrows, and 
a great cudgel they carry infiead of a fword; for, as has been faid, they have no iron 
at all; when they came to the boat, the Chrifiians fiept afhore, and having begun 
to trade for bows and arrows by order of the admiral, the Indians who had already 
fold two, not only refufed to fell any more, but with fearn, made as if they would 
feize the Chrifiians, and run to their bows and arroWs where they had left them, 
taking up with them ropes to bind our men; they being upon their guard feeing them 
come in that fury, though they were but feven, fell courageoufly upon them, and 
cut one with a fword on the buttock, and lhot another with an arrow in the breafi. 
The Indians afionifhed at the refolution of our men, and the wounds our weapons 
made, fled mofi of them leaving their bows and arrows; and many of them had been 
killed, had not the pilot of the caraval, who commanded the bo~t, proteCted them. 
The admiral was not at all difpleafed at this ikirmifh, imagining thefe were the Caribbes 
all the other Indians fa much dreaded, or that at leafi they bordered on them, 
they being a bold and refolute people, as appeared by their afpeCt:, arms, and actions, 
and he hoped that the Wanders hearing how feven Chrifiians had behaved themfelves 
againfi fifty-five fierce Indians of that country, they would the more refpeCt: and honour 
our men that were left behind at the Nativity, and would not dare to offend them. 
Afterwards, about evening, they made a' [moke at land to {how theil' courage; 
wherefore the boat went again to fee what they would have, but they could never be 
brought to venture themfelves, and fo the boat returned. The bows were of yew, 
almofi as big as thofe in France and England, the arrows of fmall twigs growing out of 
the ends of the canes, which are mafiive and very [[rait, about the length of a man's 
arm and a half; the head is made of a fmall fiick hardened at the fire, about a 
quarter ofa yard and half long, at the end whereof they fix a fifh's tooth, or bone, and 
poifon it. For this reafon the admiral gave that gulph the name of Golpho de 
Flechas, that is, Gulph of Arrows, whereas the Indians called it Samana. There 
appeared a great deal of fine cotton and axi, which is the pepper they ufe, and is 
very hot, fome of it long and fome round. Near land, where there was little water, 
grew abundance of thofe weeds our men faw in long firings upon the ocean, whence 
they concluded it all grew near land, and when ripe, broke loofe, and was carried out 
to fea by the current. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. - How the Admiral Jet outfor Spain, and the Caraval Pinta was 
parted from bim in a great Storm. 

ON Wednefday, the 16th ofJanuary 1493, the admiral fet forward with,afair wind 
from the aforefaid Gulf of Arrows, now called Samana, to:vards Spam, becaufe 
now both the caravals were very leaky, and they took much pams to keep th:m up: 
.Cape Santelmo being the laft land they faw; twer:ty leagues north-eaft of It there 
<lppeared abundance of weeds, and twenty leagues ftlll farther they found all the .fea 
covered with fmall tunny fiilies, whereof they faw great numbers the two followmg 
days, which were the 19th and 20th of January, a?d after them abu~dance of fea fowls, 
and all the way the weeds ran with the current m long ropes, lymg eaft and weft; 
for they had already found, that the current takes thofe weeds a great way off, and 
that they keep not on long in the fame way; for fometimes they go one way, and 
fometimes another; and this they faw almofl every day, till they were almoft h~lf 
feas over. Holding on their courfe with a fair wind, they made fa much 'way, ~hat In 

the opinion of the pilots, on the 9th of February, they ~were fouth of the lflan~s 
Azores, but the admiral faid they were one hundred and fitty leagues iliort, and thIS 
was the truth, for they fti1l found abundance of weeds, which as they went towards the 
Indies, they did not fee till they were two hundr:;d and fixty-three leagues weft of the 
iiland of Ferro, As they failed on thus with fair weather, the wi.nd began to rife 
more and more every day, and the fea to run fa high, that they could fcarce live 
upon it. For which reafon, on Thurfday the 14th of February, they drove which 
way [oever the wind would carry them; and the caraval Pinta, commanded by Pinzon, 
not being able to lie athwart the fea, run away due north) before the fouth wind, 
the admiral fteering norlh-eafl to draw nearer to Spain, which the caraval Pinta 
could not do, by reafon of the darknefs, though the admiral had always his light 
out. Thus when day appeared, they had quite loft fight of one another. each looking 
upon it as moil certain that the other was loil; therefore betaking themfelves to 
prayers and religious acrs, thofe aboard the admiral cail lots, which of them ihould go 
in pilgrimage for the whole crew to our lady of Guadalupe, which fell to the admiral. 
Afterwards they drew for another to go to Loretto, and the lot fell upon one P~ter 
de Villa, a feaman of Port St, Mary, Then they caft lots for a third, who was to 
watch a night at St, Olive of Moguer, and the florm ftill increafing, they all made 
a vow to go barefoot and in their fhirts at the firfl land they came to, to fame church 
of our Lady. Befides thefe general vows, feveral others wcre made by private men, 
becaufe the tempeft was now vehement, and the admiral's veifd could fcarce with
ftand it fo: want of ballaft, which was fallen iliort, the provifions being fpent. To 
fupply Whl,ch want, they thought convenient to fill all the ve!rels in the {hip with fea
water, whIch was fome help, and made the iliip bear more upriabt, and be in lefs 
danger of overfetting. Of this violent ftorm, the admiral has th~fe words. " I had 
been,l:::[s concerned for the tempeil, had I alone been in danger; for I know lowe 
my life to the Supreme Creator, and becaufe I have been other times fo near death, 
that only tbe leail part was wanting to compleat it. But what infinitely grieved and 
tn?ubled me was the confideration, that as it had pleafed our lord to give me faith and 
afiurance to go upon this undertaking, wherein I had now been fuccefsful· fa now 
th.at thofe who oppofed it were to be convinced, and Your Bighneifes ferv;d by me 
with honour ~nd ll1creafe of your mighty ftate, his Divine Majefty {hould pleafe to 
obilruct all, thIS by my death, which had yet been more tolerable, had it not been 
attended WIth the lofs of all thofe men I had carried with me, upon promife of 

happy 
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happy fuccefs. They feeing tl.lemfelves in that afHiCtion did not only curfe their 
fetting out, but the fear and awe my perfuafions infufed into them, to diifuade their 
return when outward bound, as they had feveral times refolved to ?o. But above all 
my forrow was double, when I remembered two fons I had left at fchool at Cordova, 
deftitute of friends, in a ftrange country, before I had done, or at leaft could be 
known to have done any fervice, which might be believed to incline Your Highneifes 
to rememb'er them. And though on the one fide I comforted myfelf with the faith, 
that our Lord would not permit a thing which was fo much for the exaltation of his 
church, to be left imperfeCl:, when I had, with fo much oppofition and trouble, 
almoft brought it to perfeCl:ion: yet on the other fide I confidered, it was his will, 
that becaufe of my demerits he would not permit me to obtain fuch honour in this 
world, but fnatched it from me. Being in this inward confufion, I remembred Your 
Highneifes good fortune, which though I were dead, and the !hip loft, might find 
fome means that a conqueft fo near atchieved lhould not be loft, and that it was 
poffible the fuccefs of my voyage !hould by fome means or other come to your 
knowledge. For this reafon, as briefly as the time would permit, I writ upon parch
ment, that I had difcovered thofe lands, I had promifed, as alfo in how many days, 
and what way I had done it, the goodnefs of thofe lands the nature of the inhabitants 
and how Your Highneifes fubjeCts were left in poifeffion of all I had difcovered ; which 
writing folded and fealed, I fuperfcribed to Your Highneffes, promifing in writing 
upon it one thoufand ducats to him, that !hould deliver it fealed to you; to the end, 
that if any foreigners found it, the promifed reward might prevail with them, not to 
give that intelligence to another. Then I caufed a great calk to be brought to me, 
and having wrapped the writing in an oiled cloth and then put it into a cake of wax". 
I dropped it into the caik, and having ftopped the bung clofe, cail: it into the fea, all 
the men fancying it was fome aCl: of devotion. And apprehending that might per
haps never be taken up, and the !hip ftill failing nearer to Spain, I made another 
pacquet like the firft, and placed it at the top of the poop, to the end lhat when the lhip 
funk, th~ calk might take its chance, remaining nill above water." 

CHAP. XXXVIII. - How the Admiral arri'ved at tbe [j7ands A'::.ores, and iJ.'e People of 
the ljland of St. Mary took a'zUdY his Boat and theAjen in it. 

SAILING on in fuch mighty danger, and fa great a ftonD, on Friday the 15th 
of February, at break of day, one Ruy Carcia, from the round top, fa\'! land bear 
eaft-north-eafi from them. The pilot and feamen judged it was the rock of Li£hon, 
but the admiral concluded it was one of the iDands Azores, and though they were at 
no great difrance from it, yet they could not come to an anchor that day becaufe of the 
weather. Thus plying about becaufe the wind was eaft, they loft fight of the Wand 
and difcovered another, about which they ran ftruggling againfi: wind and weather, 
W,ith continual labour and no refpite, not being able to get to land. \iVherefore the 
admiral in his journal fays, " On Saturday the 16th of F.ebruary I arrived at one of thore 
iflands at night, and by reafon of the bad weather, could not tell which of them 
it was. That night I took a little reft, becaufe from \Vednefday till then_, I had never 
flept, and was lame of both my legs, having been continually in the open air and 
wet; nor was it little that I fuffered by pro.vifions. Upon Monday morning, being 
at an anchor, I underftood from fome of the inhabitants, that it was the Wand of 
-St. Mary, one of the Azores, and all of them admired I had efcaped, confidering the 
.terrible florm, which had held for fifteen days without intermiffion in thofe parts.'-
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Th fe people underf1:anding what the admiral had difcovered, feemed to rejoice, giving 
praffe to God, and three of them came a?oard with fome frefh provifion~ and many 
compliments from the commander ~f the dland, who was far. from the?ce at the tow~ ; 
for about this place there was nothmg to be feen but a ht;rmitage, whI~h, as they faId, 
was dedicated to the bleifed virgin. Thereupon the admIral and all hIs. crew. rem~m
bering they had made a vow the Thurfday before, to go barefoot and m th~I: fhms, 
the firfi land they came at, to fome church of our lady; they were all of opmIOn they 
ought here to perform it, efpecially it being a place where the pe~ple and ~overnor 
expreifed fo much affection and tendernefs for our men, an? belongmg to a Kmg who 
was fo great a friend to him of Cafiile. Th,erefore the admIral defired thofe three me?
to repair to the town, and caufe the chaplam to come :hat had t~1e k~ys of the herm!" 
rage, that he might fay mars there. Thefe mer: confent~ng, they went mto ~he caraval s 
boat, with half the {hip's crew, that they nl1ght begm t~ perform theIr voyv, and 
being come back, the refi might go to do their part .. Bemg landed barefooted and 
in their !hirts, as they vowed to do, the governor, wIth abundance of people from 
the town, who lay in ambufh, on a fudden rufhed out upon them and made them 
prifoners, taking their boat, without which he thought the admiral could never get 
away from him. . 

CHAP. XXXIX. - How the Admiral weathered another Storm, and at laJl recovered 
his Boat and Men. 

THE admiral thinking they fiayed too long, who were gone afhore in the boat, 
it being then noon, whereas they went off by break of day, he fufpeB:ed fome mif. 
fortune had befallen them, either at land or at fea. Therefore, not being able from 
the place where he lay to difcover the hermitage they were gone to, he refolved 
with his !hip to fail about a point, whence the church could be feen. Being come near, 
he faw abundance of people a horfeback, who difmounting, went into the boat to 
attack the caraval. The admiral therefore, mifirufiing what might happen, ordered 
his men to be in readinefs, and armed, but make no !hew of refifiance, that the 
Portuguefe might come the nearer. When they were near the admiral, the captain of 
them flood up, demanding to parley, which the admiral granted, thinking he would 
come aboard, and might be fecured without breach of faith, fince he had feized his 
men without provocation. But the Portuguefe durfi not come nearer than to be 
heard, when the admiral told him, he admired at his irregular manner of proceeding 
and that nonr of his men came in the boat, fince they were gone afhore upon a faf~ 
conduCt, and offers of relief, efpecially fince the governor himfelf had fent to welcome 
him. He therefore defired him to confider, that befides his doing an aC1:ion which 
enemies wo~ld not be guilty ~f, and again~ the laws of honour, the King of Portugal 
would be highly offended at It, whofe fubJeCls were, when they landed in the domi. 
nions of Their Catholic Majef1:ies, or reuded there, made much of, and treated with all 
manner of civility, a~d were fafe w~thout ,any fafe conduCt, as if they Were in Lifbon, 
befides that TheIr Hlghneifes had given him letters of recommendation to {lll Princes 
potentaries, and other perfons in the world, which he fhould fhew if he drew near: 
Therefore fince fuch letters were received with refpeB: in all parts, and he and the 
King's fu~jeB:s ,well tre~ted on their account, much more they ought to be fo in Por. 
tugal, the~r Pnnces bemg fo ne~r neighbours an~ allies; efpecially he being their 
great admiral of the ocean and VIce-roy of the IndIes he had difcovered all which he 
was ready to !hew him under Their HighneiTeg hands and feals. Acco;dingly at that 
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difiance he fhewed his commiffions, and told him he might draw near without any appre
henfion ; forafmuch as in regard to the peace and amity betwixt Their Catholic Majefiies 
and the King of Portugal, they had commanded him to pay the utmofl civility to fuch 
Portuguefe fhips as he met; adding, that though he fhould obfiinately perfifi in keep~ 
ing his men, yet that would not prevent his returning to Spain, he having fiill men 
enough to fail to Sevil, and to do him harm, if need were, whereof he himfelf would be 
the occafion, and fuch punifhment would be adjudged well deferved of him; befides 
that his King would punifh him, as giving caufe for a war between him and Their 
Catholic Majefiies. The captain and his men anfwered, that they neither knew Their 
Catholic Majefiies, nor their letters, nor did they fear them, and would make him 
know what Portugal was. By this anfwer the admiral fufpeCted, there had fome breach 
happened between the two crowns fince his departure, and therefore gave him fuch an 
anfwer as his folly deferved. At lafi, when they were parting, the captain flood up, 
and at a great diftance faid, he might go to the harbour with his caraval, for that all 
he did was by order of the King his mafier. The admiral hearing it, called all that 
were aboard to bear witnefs, and calling to' the captain and Portuguefe, fwore he 
would never go off the caraval, till he had taken an hundred Portuguefe, to carry 
them into Cafiile, and to defiroy all that ifIand. This faid, he again came to· an anchor 
in the port, where he was at firfi, the weather obliging him to it. But the next day 
the wind fiill increafing, and the place where he lay being unfafe, he lofi his anchors, 
and was forced to fiand out to fea, towards the ifIand of St. Michael, where, in cafe 
he could not come to an anchor, he had refolved to run it out at fea, not without 
much danger, as well becaufe the fea ran high, as by reafon he had but three able 
feamen left, and fome grommets, all the refi being landmen, and Indians, who under
ftood nothing of fea affairs. But fupplying the want of the abfent in his own perfon, 
he paffed that night with much labour and danger, till day appearing, perceiving he 
had loft fight of the Wand of St. Michael, and that the weather was calmer, he re
[olved to return to the Wand of St. Mary, to endeavour to recover his men, anchors, 
and boat. He came up with it on Thurfday the 2 I ft of January, afternoon, and foon 
after the boat came off with five men and a notary, who all, upon fecurity given them, 
went aboard and lay there that night, it being late. The next day they faid they 
came from the captain to know for certain whence the fhip came, and whether it had 
the King of Spain's commiffion, which being made out, they were ready to fhow 
them all manner of friendfhip, which they did becaufe they could not feize the fhip 
nor the admiral, and that they might fuffer for what they had done. The admiral 
fuppreffing his refentment faid, he thanked them for their civil offers, and fince they 
proceeded according to the maritime laws and cufioms, he was ready to fatisfv 
them; and accordingly {howed them the King of Spain's general letter of reconi'~ 
mendation, direCted to all his fubjeCts and thofe of other Princes, as alfo his comg . 
miffion for that voyage; which the Portuguefes having feen, they went afhore 
fatisfied, and foon difmiffed the feamen, with their boat, of whom they underfiood 
it was reported in the ifIand, that the King had fent orders to all his fubjeCts to [ecure 
the perfon of the admiral by any means whatfoever. 

CHAP. XL. - How the Admiral/ailed from the IJlands Azores, and was farad into 
LiJbon by a Storm. 

ON ~unday th~ 24th tlf February, the admiral failed fr?m th_e ifland of St. Mary 
for Spam, bemg m great want of wood and ballaft, whlch he could not take in, 
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becaufe of the bad weather, though the wind was fair f~r his voya&e. B;ing an hun,.. 
dred leagues from the neareft land, a {wallow came mto the fhI~, whIch, as was 
believed the ftorm had drove out to fea, which appeared more plamly, becaufe the 
next day being the 28th of February, a great many more fwallows and land fowl came 
aboard, and they faw a whale. On the 3d of ~arch the temp eft was f? g!eat, that 
after midnight it fplit their fails; wherefore bemg 111 gre~t danger of theIr hv.es, they 
made a vow to fend one in pilgr:ima~e to o,ur lady de CI~ta at Guelva, ~hlther he 
was to go barefoot, and in his fhlrt. 1 he lot fell agam upon the admiral, God 
fhowing thereby, that his offering were more acceptable tha~ thofe of others; befides 
which, other private vows were made. Thus running on WIthout a rag o~ cloth, but 
bare mails, a mighty fea, high ~vinds and frightfu! ~hunder, each of which feem.ed 
enough to defl:roy the caraval, It pleafed God to gwe them ~gJ1t ?f land, about. mId. 
night, which offered no lefs danger than the refl:; for to aVOId bemg beaten to pIeces, 
and running into fome place where they knew not how to get off, they were forced to 
make fame fail, to bear up againfl: the il:orm till day, which appearing, they found they 
were upon the rock of Lillion. The admiral was forced to put in there, to the great 
afl:oniiliment of tbe people of that country, and their feamen, who ran from all parts 
to behold as it were fame wonder, a {hip that had efcaped fa terrible a ftorm; having 
received news of many ihips that had peri{hed about Flanders, and in other countries 
of late days. He came to an anchor in the river of Lifuon upon Monday the 4th of 
March, and prefently fent away an exprefs to Their Catholic Majefties with the news 
of his arrival, and another to the King of Portugal, aiking leave to go up to anchor 
before the city, the place where he was not being fafe againfl: any that {hould defign 
to do him harm, upon pretence, it was done by the King's order, as believing by his, 
ruin they might obftruCl: the King of Spain's fuccefs. 

CHAP. XLI. - How the People of Liflo71 came to fee the Admiral, as a Prodigy,. and' 
he went to vijit the King of PortugaL 

ON Tuefday t~e 5t~ of March, the mafl:er of a great guard {hip that lay in the 
harbour, came WIth hIS boat full of armed men to the admiral's caraval, requirinlY him 
to come ,along to give an account of himfelf to the King's officers, as was pra~1ifed 
by a~I !hIpS that came into the h~rbour. He anfwered, that the King of Spain's 
a~mlrals, ~s he was,. were not obhged to obey any fuch fummons, nor to quit their 
l1ups, to give any account of themfelves, and he was refolved to do his duty. The 
maiter ,bid him at leafl: to fend his boatfwain. The admiral replied, it was J ftill the 
fame thmg, whether he fent a grummet, or went himfelf, and therefore it was in 
vain to d~fire him to fend any ?ody. The mafl:er ?e!ng fenfible he was in the right, 
defir~d hIm. at l,eafl: to fhow hIm the Kmg ,of Spam s letter, that might fatisfy his 
captam: ,thiS b~mg but reafo~able, the admiral fhowed him Their Catholic Majefiies 
letter, With which he was fatlsfied, and went back to his !hip to give an account of 
what had happened to Alvaro de Acunna his captain, who came immediately with 
trumpe.ts~ fifes? drur,ns, and great fl:ate aboard the admiral, expreiling much kindnefs, 
and offenng ~IS fervlce. The next day, it being known at Lifuon that the fhip came 
from the IndIes, fuch throngs of people went aboard to fee the Indilns, and hear 
news, that the ca,raval could not contam them? and the water was covered with boats, 
fome of t?,em praIilng God for ~o gr,eat a happmefs, and others ftorriling that they had 
loft ,hat Glfcovery, thr,?,ugh theIr Kmg's incredulity; fo that 'day was [pent with great 
concourfe of people. I he next day the King ordered his officers to prefent the admiral 
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with all forts of refrefhment, and all things he fiood in need of either for himfelf, or 
his men, without afking any pay. At the fame time he writ to the admiral, congratu
lating his happy arrival, and defiring, fince he was in his dominions, he would 
come to fee him. The admiral was doubtful what to do in this cafe, but he confidered 
the King was in amity with Their Catholic Majefties, and had treated him courteollf1y ; 
and befides, to take off all fufpicion that he came from his conquefts, he confented to 
go to Valparaifo, nine leagues from Lifbon, where the King was, whither he came on 
Saturday night, being the ninth of March. The King ordered all the nobility of his 
court to go out to meet him, and being come into his prefence, did him great ho
nour, commanding him to put on his cap, and fit down, and having with a cheerful 
countenance heard the particulars of his profperous voyage, offered him all he ftood 
in need of, for the fervice of Their Catholic Majefties, though he thought, that foraf
much as he had been a captain in Portugal, that conqueft belonged to him. To 
which the admiral anfwered, that he knew of no fuch agreement~ and that he had 
firiaIyobferved his orders, which were not to goto the mines of Portugal, nor to Guinea. 
The King faid, all was well, and he doubted not but juftice would be done. Having 
fpent a long time in this fort of difcourfe, the King commanded t!1e prior of Crato, 
the greatef[ man then about him, to entertain the admiral, and ihew him all civility 
and refpeCt, which was done accordingly. Having ftaid there all Sunday and all 
Monday, till after mafs, the admiral took leave of the King, who expreffed great kind
nefs, and made him great proffers, ordering D. Martin de Noronha to go along with 
him, and many other gentlemen went for company to honour him, and hear an ac
count of his voyage. As he was thus on his way to Lifbon, he paffed by a monaftery~ 
where the Queen then was, who fent earneftly to intreat him he would not pafs by with
out feeing her. She was much pleafed to fee him, and did him all the favour and 
honour that was due to the greatell: lord. That night a gentleman came from the 
King, to the admiral, to let him know that if he pleafed to go by land into Spain, 
he would attend him, provide lodgings all the way, and furnilh him all neceffaries, as 
far as the borders of Portugal. 

CHAP. XLII. - How the Admiral left Lifton to return to Cafiile by Sea. 

ON vVednefday the 13th of March, two hours after day, the admiral fet fail for 
Seville, and on Friday following at noon arrived at Saltes, and came to an anchor in 
in the port of Palos, whence he had fet out on the 3d of Augull: the foregoing year 
1492, feven months and eleven days before his return. He was there received by all 
the people in proceffion, giving thanks to God for his profperous fuccefs, which, it 
was hoped, would rrc:dound fo much to the propagation of Chrill:ianity, and increafe 
of Their Catholic Majefties dominions; all the inhabitants of that place looking upon 
it as a great matter that the admiral fet out from thence, and that moll: of the men he 
had with him belonged to it, though many of them, through Pinzon's fault, had 
been mutinous and difobedient. It happened that when the admiral came to Palos, 
Pinzon was arrived in Galicia, and defigned to go by himfelf to Barcelona, to carry 
the news to Their Catholic Ivlajefties, who fent him orders not to go thither without the 

.admiral, with whom he had been fent to difcover, at which he was fo concerned and 
offended, that he returned indifpofed, to his native country, where within a few (bys 
he died for grief: but before he got to Palos, the aJmiral fet out for Seville, defign
ing thence for Barcelona, where Their Catholic Majefties were; and he was forced to 
flay a little by the way, though but never fo little, to the [0 great admiration of the 
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people wherefoever he went, ,that they ran fro!ll all the neighbouring towns,' down t? 
the roads to fee him, the Indians, and other thmgs he bro~ght, Thus holdm~ on, his 
way he got to Barcelona about the middle of April, h~vmg before fen~ Their HIgh
neifes an account of the happy fuccefs of his voyage, whIch was extraordmary pleafing 
to them, and they ordered him a mofl folemn recep,rion, as to a man that ~ad done 
them fuch fingular fervice. All the court and CIty w~nt out, to meet hIm; and 
Their Catholi~ Majeflies fat in public with great flate, on nch chaIrs under a, canopy 
of cloth of gold; and when he went to kifs their hands, they fiood ':lP to hIm as to 
a great lord, made a difficulty to give him their hands, ,and caufed hI?1 to fi~ down. 
Having given a brief account of his voyage, they gave hIm leave t? retIre to hIS apart
ment, whither he was attended by all the court; and he was fo hIghly honoured ~nd 
favoured by their Highneifes, that when the King rode about Barcelona, the admIral 
was on one fide of him, and the Infante Fortuna on the other; whereas before, none 
went by his majefly but the faid Infante, who was his near kinfman. 

CHAP. XLIII. - How it was refllved that the Admiral jhould return with a powerful 
Fleet to people the Ijland Hijpaniola, and His Holiwfs's Approbation of the Conquefl 
was obtained. 

ORDERS were given at Barcelona, with great care and expedition for the ad
miral's return to Hifpaniola, as well to relieve thofe that were left there, as to enlarge 
the colony and fubdue the iiland, with the refl that were and fhould be difcovered. 
To make their title to them the flronger, Their Catholic Majeflies, by the advice of 
the admiral, procured the Pope's approbation and confent .for the conqueft of the 
faid Indies, which Pope Alexander the Sixth, who then governed the church, readily 
granted; not only for what was already, but for all that fhould be difcovered weft
ward, till it fhould come to the eaft, where any Chriflian Prince was then aCtually in 
poifeffion, forbidding all perfons in general to intrude within thofe bounds. The 
fame his holinefs confirmed the next year, in very fignificant terms. And Their Ca
tholic Majeflies being fenfible that the admiral had been the caufe of all this favour 
granted by the Pope, and that his difcovery had entitled them to the poifeffion of all 
thofe parts, they were pleafed he fhould be immediately gratified at Barcelona, on the 
28th of May, and therefore granted him a new privilege, or rather an expofition, and 
explanation of what he had before, confirming to him' all they had granted before 
and in p1air~ terms declared h.ow f~r the. bounds of his admiraHhip and viceroyfhi; 
extended, bemg over all that whIch HIS Hollnefs had granted them, thus ratifying what 
they had given him before, which privileges and prerogatives are as follows. 

CHAP. XLIV.-Privileges and Prerogatives granted by Their Catholic Majrfties to the 
Admiral. 

" FERDINAND and El~z~beth, by the grace of God, King and Queen of Caftile, 
of Leon, of Arragon, of SIcIly, of Granada, of Toledo, of Valencia, of Galicia of 
M.ajorca, of Minorca, of Seville, of Sardinia, of Jaen, of Algarve, of AIgezira: of 
G.lbraltar, of t?e Canary Iilands, count and countefs of Barcelona, lord and lady of 
BIfcay and ~olll1a, duke a.nd duchefs of Athens and Neopatria, count and counters 
of Rouffilhon and CerdaIgne, marquefs and marchionefs of Oriflan and Go
ciano, &c.: Forafmuch as you, C:hriflopher Colon, are g~ing by our con;mand, with 
fame of our veffels and men, to dIfcover and fubdue fame lilands and continent in the 
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ocean, and it is hoped that by God's affiil:ance, fome of the [aid iilands and continent 
in the ocean will be difcovered and conquered by your means and conduct, therefore 
it is but juil: and reafonable, that fince you expofe yourfelf to fuch danger to ferve 
us, you fhould be rewarded for it: And we being willing to honour and favour you 
for the reafons aforefaid, our will is, that you Chriil:opher Colon, after difcovering 
and conquering the laid il1ands and continent ill the faid ocean, or any of them, fhall 
be our admiral of the faid iilands and continent you ihall fo difcovcr and conquer; 
and that you be our admiral, viceroy and governor in them, and that for the future 
you may call and il:yle yourfelf, D. Chriil:opher Colon, and that your fons and fuc
ceiTors in the [aid employment may call themfelves dons, admirals, viceroys and go
vernors of them; and that you may exercife the office of admiral, with the charge of 
viceroy and governor of the faid il1ands and continent, which you and your lieutenants 
fhall conquer, and freely decide all caufes civil and criminal, appertaining to the faid 
employment of admiral, viceroy and governor, as you £hall think fit in juil:ice, and 
a's the admirals of our kingdoms ufe to do; and that you have power to puni£h of
fenders; and you and your lieutenants exercife the employments of admiral, viceroy 
and governor in all things belonging to the faid offices, or any of them; and that you 
enjoy the perquifites and falaries belonging to the faid employments, and to each of 
them, in the fame manner as the high admiral of our kingdoms does. And by this 
our letter, or a copy of it figned by a public notary, we command Prince John, our 
moil: dearly beloved fon, infantes, dukes, prelates, marqueifes, great mail:ers and 
military orders, priors, commendaries, our counfellors, judges, and other officers of 
juil:ice whatfoever, belonging to our houfehold, courts and chancery, and conil:ables 
of eames, il:rong-houfes and others; and all corporations, bailiffs, governors, Judges, 
commanders, fea-officers; and the aldermen, common-council, officers and good 
people of all cities, lands and places in our kingdoms and dominions, and in thore 
you !hall conquer and fubdue, and the captains, mail:ers, mates and other officers 
and failors, our natural fubjeCl:s now being, or that ihall be for the time to come, and 
any of them, that when you fhall have difcovered the faid iilands and continent in the 
ocean; and you, or any that {hall have your commiffion, fhall have taken thB ufuaI 
oath in fuch cafes, that they for the future look upon you as long as you live, and 
after you your fon and heir, and fo from one heir to another for ever, as our ad
miral on our faid ocean, and as viceroy and governor of the faid illands and conti
nent, by you Chriil:opher Colon difcovered and conquered; and that they treat you 
and your lieutenants, by you appointed, for executing the employments of admiral, 
viceroy and governor, as fuch in all refpects, and give you all the perquifites and 
other things belonging and appertaining to the faid offices; and allow, and caufe to 
be allowed you, all the honours, graces, conceffions, pre-eminences, prerogatives, 
immunities and other things, or any of them, which are due to you, by virtue of your 
commands of admiral, viceroy and governor, and to be obferved compleatly, fo 
that nothing be diminiihed, and that they make no objection to this, or any part of 
it, nor fuffer it to be made; forafmuch as we from this time forward, by this our 
letter, beil:ow on you the employments of admiral, viceroy and perpetual governor 
for ever; and we put you into poifeffion of the faid offices, and of every of them, 
and full power to ufe and exercife them, and to receive the perquifites and falaries 
belonging to them, br any of them, as was faid above. Concerning all which things, 
if it be requifite, and you fhall defire it, we command our chancellor, notaries and 
other officers to pafs, feal and deliver to you our letter of privilege, in fuch firm and 
legal manner as you fhall require or frand in need of. And that none of them pre-
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fume to do any thing to the contrary, upon pain of our difpleafure, and forfeit~re of 
thirty ducats for each offence. And we command him who {hall {hew them thIs our 
letter, that he fummon them to, appear before us at our court, where we {hall t~en 
be, within fifteen days after fuch fummons, under the faid p:nalty •. Under WhIC~ 
fame we alfo command any public notary whatfoever, that he gIve to hI~ that {haws It 
him, a certificate under his feaI, that we may know how our command IS obeyed. 

" Given at Granada, on the 30th of April, in the year of our Lord 1492 • I the 
King, I the Queen. 

" By Their Majefries' command, 
JOHN COLOMA, Secretary to the King and Queen. 

" Entered according to order, RODE RIC DOCTOR. 

" Regifrered, SEBASTIAN DOLANA, } CI II " lance aI's. 
FRANCIS DE "MADRID, 

~c And now, forafmuch as it has pleafed our Lord, that you have difcovered feveral 
of the faid iflands, as we frill hope you will by his grace difcover and find others, and 
the continent in the faid ocean, and thofe parts of the Indies, and have defired and 
requefred of us, that we would confirm to you our faid grant here fet down, and all 
the contents of it, to the end that you and your children, heirs and fucceifors, one 
after another, and after your days, may have and enjoy the faid employments of ad
miral, viceroy and governor of the faid ocean, iflands and continent, as well of thofe 
you have already found and difcovered, as of thofe you iliall for the future find and 
difcover, with all the power, pre-eminence and prerogative, as the admirals, viceroys 
and governors in our kingdoms of Cafrile and Leon do enjoy; and that all the per
quifites and falaries appertaining and belonging to the faid office, and granted and al
lowed to our admirals, viceroys and governors, may be made good to you; or that 
we made fuch provifion in this cafe, as in our goodnd's we lhall think fit. And we 
havifig regard to the hazard ano. danger you have expofed yourfelf to in our fervice,in 
going to difcover and find out the faid iflands, and that which you now run in attempt
ing to find out the other iflands and continent, wherein we have been, and hope to be 
by you well ferved: to requite and reward you, do, by thefe prefents, confirm to 
you and your children, heirs and fucceifors, one after another, now and for ever~ the 
[aid employments of admiral of the faid ocean, and viceroy and governor of the faid 
iJ1ands and continent by you difcovercd and found out, and of the other Wands and 
continent, that flull be by you or your indufrry found or difcovered for the future in 
thofe parts of the Indies. And it is our will, that you, and after you your children, 
heirs and fucceifors, one after another, enjoy the faid employment of our admiral of 
the faid ocean, which is ours, and commences at a line, we have caufed to be drawn 
from the iflands Azores to thofe of Cabo Verde, and fo from pole to pole north and 
fouth; fa that all beyond the faid line wefrward is ours, and belongs to us. And accord
ingly we confritute you admiral, and your fons and fucceifors, one after another, 
of all that part for ever. , And we alfo appoint you our viceroy and governor, and 
after you, your fons, heirs and fucceifors, one after another of the faid iflands and 
con~inent difcovered ~md to be difcovered, in the faid ocea~ in thofe parts of the 
Indies, as has. been ~aId; and we grant you the p,oifeffion of a!l the faid employ
ments of admIr~l, .vlceroy ~nd governor for ever, With full comnllffion and authority 
to ufe and exerClfe 111 the faid f<;a the o~ce of admi~al, in all thofe things, and in the 
fame mann:r and form" and WIth the rights and pnvIleges, perquifites and falaries, 
as ou.r admIr~ls ?f Cafrlleand Leon have and do ufe, have enjoyed or enjoy, as 
well III the fald Iflands and continent already difcovered, as ,in thofe that {hall hereafter 
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be difcovered in the faid ocean and faid parts of the Indies, that the planters of them 
all may be better governed. And we grant you fuch power and authority, that you 
may, as our viceroy and governor, and your lieutenants, judges, commanders and of
ficers by you created, exercife the civil and criminal jurifdiaion, the fupreme and 
mean authority, and the abfolute and mixed command. And in thofe places you 
may remove, turn out, and put in others in their places, as often as you pleafe, and 
fhall think convenient for our fervice. And that they have power to hear, judge, 
and determine all fuits or caufes, civil or criminal, that {hall occur or arife in the faid 
iilands or continent; and that they have and receive the fees and falaries ufually an
nexed, and appertaining to thofe employments in our kingdoms of Cafiile and Leon. 
And you our faid viceroy and governor may hear and determine all the faid caufrs, 
and any of them, whenfoever you {hall pleafe, upon the firfl: motion by way of appeal 
or complaint, and examine, determine and decide them, as our viceroy and governor; 
and you and your children may do all that is reafonable in fuch cafes, and all other 
things appertaining to the office of viceroy and governor, and that you and your lieu
tenants and officers appointed to this purpofe, may take fuch cognizance, and ufe fuch 
methods as you fhall think proper for our fervice, and the execution of our jufiice. 
All which you and they may do and perform lawfully and effectually, as they might 
and ought to do, had the faid officers been appointed by us. But our will and pleafure 
is, that fuch letters patent as you /hall grant, be drawn and granted in our name, with 
thefe words, ' Ferdinand and Elizabeth, by the grace of God, King and Queen of Caftile 
and Leon,' &c. and be fealed with our feal, which we will caufe to be given you for the 
faid Wands and continent. And we command all the people, inhabitants, and other 
perfons in the faid Wands and continent, to obey you, as our viceroy and governor of 
the fame; and thofe that fail on the faid feas to obey you as our admiral of the faid 
ocean; and that all of them execute your letters and orders, and take part with you 
and your officers, for the execution of our jufiice; and give, and caufe to be given 
you, all the aid and ailifiance you {hall require and fiand in need of, upon fuch penal
ties as you {hall impofe on them, which we by thefe prefents do impofe on them, and 
do look upon them as impofed; and do grant you authority to execute them on their 
perfons and goods. And it is alfo our will, that if you {hall find it for our fervice 
and the execution of jufiice, that any perfons who {hall be in the faid i:flands or conti
nent, depart from them, and do not return nor fiay in them, and that they come and 
appear before us, you may in our name command, and make them depart the [aid 
iilands. All whom by thefe prefents we command, that they prefently perform, exe
cute, and put in practice all that has been faid, without looking farther, or afking 
advice upon it, nor expecting any other letter or command from us, notwithfianding 
any appeal or petition they /hall make or prefent againfi your faid order. For all 
which things, and any other due or belonging to the faid offices of our admiral, vice
roy, and governor, we give you fufEcient authority, with all incidents, dependencies, 
and emergencies to them annexed or inherent. Concerning all which things, if it fhall 
be your will, we do command our chancellor, notaries, and other officers belonging to 
our feals, that they give, pafs, difpatch, and feal you our letter of privilege, made 
as effeCtive, firm, and il:rong, as you /hall require of them, and il:and in need of; and 
that none of them prefume to do any thing to the contrary, upon pain of our dif. 
pleafure, and of thirty ducats to be paid to our treafury by everyone that /hall be 
guilty of the contrary. And befides, we command him that /hall /hew them this our 
letter to fummon them to appear before us at our court, wherefoever we are, within 
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fifteen days, upon the faid penalty. Under which we command any p~bli~ notary, 
that fhall be called for fuch purpofe, that he give to him that {hall {hew It hIm, a cer~ 
tificate figned under his hand, that we may know how our commands are obeyed. 
" Given in the city of Barcelona, the 28th of May in the year of our Lord 1493· 

" I the King, I the Queen. 
" By Their Majefiies' order, 

" FERDINAND ALVAREZ DE TOLEDO, Secretary to the King 
and Queen, our Lord and Lady. 

" PETER GUTIERRES, Chancellor, without fees for feal or entry. 
" Delivered, RODERICK DOCTon. 
" Entered, ALONZO PEREZ." 

CHAP. XLV.-How the Admiral went from Barcelona to Sevi//e, and Jet out thence for 
Hijpaniola. 

ALL things neceffary for the peopling of thofe countries being provided, the 
admiral departed from Barcelona for Seville in June; and being come thither, fa 
diligently folicited the fitting out of the fleet Their Catholic Majefiies had ordered him 
to provide, that in a fhort time feventeen {hips, great and fmall, were made ready, 
well fiored with provifions, and with all things thought neceffary for peopling of 
thofe countries; as handicrafts of all forts, labourers, countrymen to till the land; 
befides, the fame of gold and other rarities in thofe countries, had drawn to
gether fo many gentlemen, and other perfons of worth, that it was neceffary to 
leffen the number, and not to allow fo many to go aboard, at leafi till it appeared 
in fome meafure how things would fucceed in thofe parts, and till things were 
a little fettled. Yet was it impoffible fo much to confine the number of people that 
went aboard, but that it amounted to fifteen hundred of all forts; among whom fome 
carried horfes, affes, and other beafis, which were afterwards of great ufe and advan
tage to the planters in thofe countries. Being thus furniihed, the admiral weighed 
anchor in the road of Cadiz, where the fleet had been fitted, upon Wednefday the 
25th of September, 1493, an hour before fun-rifing, my brother and I being there, 
and fiood fouth.wefi for the Canary Ii1ands, defigning there to take in fame necpffary 
refrefhment. On the 28th of September, being one hundred leagues from Spain, 
there came aboard the admiral's fhip abundance of land fowl, turtle-doves, and other 
forts of fmall birds, which feemed to !:le pailing over to winter in Africk, and to come 
from the Ii1ands Azores. He holding on his courfe, on Wednerday the zd of OCtober 
arrived at Gran Canaria, and came to an anchor; at midnib"ht failed arrain for Gomera o , 
where he arrived on the fifth of OCtober; and orders were given for taking up with all 
fpeed whatfoever the fleet fiood in need of. 

CHAP. XL VI.-How the Admiral, departing from COn/era, croj[ed the Oecan and 
diJcovered tbe Caribbee IjlandJ'. 

C?N Mo~day, the 7~h of Oaober; the admiral continued his voyage towards the 
Indle~, havmg fufi: dehver~d a commlffion {hut up and fealed, to every {hip, com
mandmg them not to open It, unlers they were feparated from him by firefs of weather' 
for he in thofe letters giving an account of the courfe they were to fieer to come t; 
the town of the Nativity in Hifpaniola, would not have that cOUl"fe known t; any without 
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great need. Thus failing with a fair gale till Thurfday the 24th of Oaober, when be
ing four hundred leagues weft of Gomera, he yet met with none of the weeds he had 
feen the firfl: voyage, when he was out about two hundred and fifty leagues, to the 
great afl:onifhment of them all. That day and the next a fwallow flew about the fleet. 
On Saturday at night the body of St. Elmo was feen, with feven lighted candles on the 
round top, and there followed mighty rains, and frightful thunder. I mean, the lights 
were feen, which the feamen affirm to be the body of St Elmo, and they fing litanies 
and prayers to him; looking upon it as mofl: certain, that in thofe fl:orms where he 
appears, there can be no danger. Whatfoever this is, I leave to them; for if we will 
believe Pliny, when fnch lights appeared in thofe times to the Roman failors in a 
ftorm, they faid they were Caftor and Pollux, whereof Seneca makes mention alfo at 
the beginning of his firfl: book of nature. But to return to our hifl:ory; on Saturday 
the 2-d of November, at night, the admiral perceiving a great alteration in the iky and 
winds, and taking notil=e of the mighty rains, he concluded for certain that he was near 
fame land, and for this reafon caufed mofl: of the fails to be furled, and ordered all to 
be upon the watch; nor without caufe; for that fame night, as day began to break, 
t~ey fpied land feven leagues to the wefl:ward, which was a high mountainous ifland; 
and he called it Dominica, becaufe difcovered upon Sunday morning. A while after 
he faw another Wand north-eafl: of Dominica, and then another, and another after that, 
more northward. For which mercy, God had been pleafed to befl:ow on them, all 
the men aifembling in the poop, fung the Salve regina, and other prayers and hymns 
very devoutly, giving thanks to God, for that in twenty days after departing from 
Gomera, they had made that land, judging the difl:ance between them to be between 
feven hundred and fifty and eight hundred leagues. And finding no convenient 
place to come to an anchor on the eaft fide of the ifland Dominica, they fl:ood over to 
another Wand, which the admiral called Marigalant~, that being his {hip's name. 
Here landing, he with all neceifary folemnity again confirmed the poifdlion he had in 
his firfl: voyage taken of all the jflands and continent of the \Veft Indies for Their Ca
tholic Majefl:ies. 

CHAP. XL VII. - How the Admiral difcovered the lj/alld of Guadalupe, and what he 
law there. 

ON Monday the 4th day of November, the admiral failed from the Ifland Mari
galante northwards, by another great ifiand, which he called St Mary of Guadalupe, 
for his own devotion, and at the requeft of the friars of the houfe of that name, to 
whom he had made promife to call fome ifland by the name of their monaftery. Before 
he carne to it, at two leagues diflance, they difcovered a very high rock, ending in a 
point, whence gullied out a ftream of water, as thick as a large barrel, which falling 
made fuch a noife, that it was heard aboard the {hips, though many affirmed it was only 
a white vein in the rock, the water was fo white and frothy by reafon of its fleep fall. 
Going albore in the boat to view a fort of town they faw from the {hore, they found 
no body there, the people being fled to the woods, except fome children, to whofe 
arms they tied fome baubles to allure their fathers when they returned. In the houfes 
they found geefe like ours, and abundance of parrots, with red, green, blue, and white 
feathers, as big as common cocks. They alfo found pompions, and a fort of fruit 
which looked like our green pine-apples, but much bigger, and within full of a folid 
meat, like a melon, and much fweet~r both in tafte and fmell, which grow on long flalks, 
like lilies or aloes, wild about the fields, and are better than thofe that are brought 
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Up by art as afterwards appeared. They alfo faw other forts of fruits and herbs di£. 
fering fro~ ours; beds of cotton nets, that is, hammocks, ?oWS, ~nd arrows, and 
other fuch things, of which our men took none, that the IndIans mIght ~ the lefs 
afraid of the Chrifiians. But what they moil admired was, that they found an Iron pan; 
though I believe that the rocks and fire-flones in that coun~ry ~eing of th,e colour o£ 
bright iron, a perfon of but indifferent judgment that found It, wIthout Iookmg farth:rj 
took it for iron, though in truth it was not fa; for as much as fr~m that day to thI~, 
there was never any thing of iron found among thofe people, nor d,~ I hear ~he admI
ral fpeak of this. And therefore I am of opinion, . that he ufing dally t.o WrIte down 
whatfoever happened, and was told him, that he mIght among other thmgs fet down 
what was told him concerning this particular, by thofe tha~ were a!ho:e. And though 
it were of iron it was not to be admired, becaufe the IndIans of the Ifland of Guada
lupe being Ca;ibbees, and making their excurfions to rob ,as far as ~ifp~niola, per~a~s 
they had that pan of the Chrifiians, or of the other IndIans of HIfpamola ; an~ It IS 
poffible they migh,t carry the body of the !hip the admirallofi, to make ufe of the Iron; 
and thouQ'h it were not the hulk of that ihip, it mufl be the remainder of fame other 
wreck, ca~ried thither bv the wind and current from our parts. But be it what it 
will, they that day took ~either the pan nor any thing elfe, but retu:ned to. their !hips. 
The next day, which was Tuefday the 5th of November, the admiral agam fent two 
boats aihore, to endeavour to take fame body that might give him an account of the 
country, and inform him how far off, and which way Hifpaniola lay. Each of the 
boats brought back a youth, who agreed in faying they were not of that Wand, but of 
another called Borriquen (now St. John), and that the inhabitants of that Wand of 
Guadalupe were Caribbees or Canibals, and had taken them prifoners from their own 
i£land. Soon after the boats returning to fhore, to take up fame Chriflians they had 
left there, found fix women with them, who had fled to them from the Caribbees, and 
came of their own accord aboard the ihips. The admiral to allure the ifianders, would 
not keep them aboard, but gave them fame glafs beads and bells, and made them be 
fet aihore againfl their wills. This was not done unadvifedly, for as foon as they 
landed, the Caribbees in the fight of the Chrifiians, took away all the admiral had 
given them. Therefore either through the hatred they bore the Caribbees, or for the 
fear they had conceived of thofe people, awhile after, when the boats returned for 
wood and water, the faid women got into them, begging of the feamen to carry them 
aboard the ihips, and giving them to underfland by figns, that thofe people did eat men, 
and make £laves of them, and therefore they would not fiay with them. So that the 
men yielding to their entreaties, carried them back to the fhips, with two children and 
a young rna? that had made his efcape from the Caribbees, thinking it fafer to put 
themfelves m~o the hands of people they never faw, and fuch firangers to their nation, 
than to remam among thofe they knew to be wicked and cruel, and who had eaten 
their hufuands and children; and they fay they do not kill and eat the women, but 
keep them as £laves. One of the women told them, that towards the fouth there were 
many iflands, fame inhabited, others not, which both fhe and the other women, feve
rally called Giamachi, Cairvaco, Ruino, Buriari, Arubeira, Sixibei. But the conti
nent, which they ~aid w~s very great, both they and the people of Hifpaniola called 
Zuanta, becaufe In former tImes canoes had come from that land to barter, ·with 
abundance of lads, of whom they faid there were two-thirds in an i£land not far diihnt • 
and they alfo faid, that a king of that country whither they fled, was gone with te~ 
great canoes, and three hundred men, to make i~curfions.into the neighbouring iflands, 
and take people to eat. The fame women gave mformauon where the iiland Hifpa-
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niolalay; for though the admiral had inferted it in his fea-chart; yet for his farther 
information, he would hear what the people of that country faid of it. He would im
mediately have failed that way, had he not been told, that one Captain Mark was gone 
afhore with eight men, without his leave, before day, and was not yet returned. He 
was therefore forced to fend out to look for him, though in vain; for by reafon of 
the great thicknefs of the trees, there could be no difcovering of them. Therefore 
the admiral, that they might not be loft, or be obliged to leave a !hip behind to take 
them in, which might afterwards mifs her way to Hifpaniola, refolved to flay there 
till the next day; and becaufe the country, as has been faid, was full of great woods, 
he ordered them to be fought after again, and that they fhould carry trumpets and 
mu!kets to bring them to the noife. Thefe people having flrayed all that day, re
turned to their fhips without finding or hearing any news of them. The admiral 
therefore feeing it was now Thurfday morning, and no news had been heard of them 
fince Tuefday, and that they went without leave, refolved to continue his voyage, or at 
leaft make fhew of fo doing, that it might be a punifhment to others, but at the in
treaty of fame of their kindred and friends, he flayed, and ordered the fhips fhould in 
the mean while take in wood and water, and the men wafh their linen; and fent Cap
tain Hojeda, with forty men, to look for thofe that were flrayed, and pry into the na
ture of the country, where he found maflick, aloes, fandal, ginger, frankincenfe, and 
fame trees in tafle and fmell like cinnamon, abundance of cotton, and many falcons, 
and faw two of them purfuing the other birds; they alfo faw kites, herons, daws, turtles, 
partridges, geefe, and nightingales, and affirmed that in travelling fix leagues, they croffed 
twenty-fix rivers, feveral whereof were van deep, which makes me believe, that the coun
try being uncouth, they often croffed the fame river. Whilfl: thefe were admiring at 
what they faw, and other companies went about the iiland, feeking the llragglers, they 
returned to the !hips without being met by any that looked for them, on Friday the 8th 
of November, faying the thicknefs of the woods was the caufe they had lofl themfelves. 
The admiral to puniih their prefumption, commanded the captain to be caft into irons, 
and the refl to fuffer by retrenching their allowance of provifions. Then he landed 
and went to fame houfes, where he faw all the things above-mentioned, efpecially a 
great deal of cotton fpun and unfpun, looms to weave, abundance of men's ikulls hung 
up, and ba!kets full of mens' bones. Thefe houfes they faw were the befl" and more 
plentifully ftored with provifions and other things neceffary for the ufe of the Indians, 
than any others the admiral faw in the iflands at his firft voyage. 

CHAP. XL VIII. - How the Admiral departed from the Jjland Guadalupe, and of fame 
f/lands he found in his vVay. 

ON Sunday the loth of November the admiral weighed anchor~ and failed with the 
whole fleet along the coaft of the iiland Guadalupe, towards the north-weft for Hif
paniola, and came to the iiland Monferatte, calling it by that name, becaufe of its 
height, and underftood by the Indians he had with him, that the Caribbees had unpeo~ 
pled it, devouring the inhabitants. Thence he proceeded to St. Mary Redonda, fo 
called becaufe it is fo round and upright, that there feems to be no getting into it with. 
out ladders, which the Indians called ocamaniro. Next he came to St. Maria la An
tigua, which is above twenty-eight leagues in extent. Still holding on his courfe 
north-weft, there appeared feveral other iflands towards the north, and lying north-weft 
and fouth-eaft, all very high and full of woods, in one of which they cafl anchor, and 
(aIled it St. Martin, where they took up pieces of coral, flicking to the anchor flooks, 
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h' h made them hope they iliould find other ufeful things in thore countries. Though 
~eIcadmiral was very defirous to know every thir:g, yet he refolved to hol~ on his 
courfe towards Hifpaniola to relieve thofe he had left th:re; bUot the w:ather bemg bad, 
he came to an anchor on Thurfday the 13th of November III an lfland, where he 
ordered fame Indians to be taken, to know wherea~outs he was. As the boaot was 
returning to the fleet with four women and three chIldren the m~n. had taken, It met 
a canoe in which there were four men and one woman, who percemng they could not 
make their efcape, flood upon their guard, and hit two of the Chrifl:ia.ns with their 
arrows, which they let fly with fuch force and dexterity, that the woman ili'Jt a target 
quite through; but the boat furioufly boarding, th~ can.oe overfet, [0 that they too~ 
them all fwimming in the water, and one of them fWlInmmg, iliot feveral arrows, as If 
he had been upon dry land. Thefe had their members cut off, for they are taken by 
the Caribbees in other iflands and gelt, as we do to fat capons, that they may be more 
pleafing to the tafl:e. The admiral departing hence, continued his voyage weft.north. 
weft, where he found above fifty iflands, which he left to the northward; the biggefl: 
of them he called St. Urfula, and the others the Eleven thoufand Virgins. Next he 
came to the ifland which he called St. John Baptifl:, but the Indians, Borriquen, and the 
fleet anchored in a bay on the weft fide of it, where they took feveral [arts of filh, as 
{kate, olaves, pilchards, and iliads, and faw falcons, and bufhes l~ke wild vines. More 
to the eafl:ward, fome Chrifl:ians went to certain houfes well built after their failiion, 
with a fquare before them, and a broad road down to the fea, with towers made of cane 
on both fides, and the top of them curioufly interwoven with greens, as is [een in the 
gardens of Valencia. At the end of it next the fea, was a raifed gallery or balcony that 
could hold ten or twelve people, lofty and well built. 

CHAP. XLIX. - How the Admiral arrived at Hijpaniola, where he unde!jlood the 
Spaniards were dead. 

ON Friday the 12th of November the admiral ca~e up with the north fide of Hif. 
paniola, and prefently fent afhore at Samana one of the Indians born in that part, whom 
he brought out of Spain, being then converted to our holy faith, who offered to reduce 
all the Indians to fubmit to th: ~hrifl:ians. The admiral continuing his voyage towards 
the town of Natal, or the NatIVIty, when he came to cape Angel, fome Indians went 
aboard to barter their commodities with the Chrifl:ians. Coming to an anchor in the 
port of Monte Chrifl:o, a boat that went afhore found near a river two dead men, one of 
them feemed to be young, the other old, who had a rope made of a certain fort of 
broom, or fuch like furze that grows in Spain, called efparto, about his neck his arms 
extenoded, and his hands tied to a p~e~e of wood? in the form of a crofs; but (hey could 
not dIfcern whether they were Chnfhans or IndIans, but looked upon it as an ill omen. 
The ne:-:t day, being the .z6th of November, the ad:niral fent aofh?re in feveral places; 
the Indlans came very fnendly and boldly to talk wIth the ChnftIans and touching our 
men's f?irts and doublets, f~id, fhiort, doublet, in. Spanifh, to ilie~ they knew how 
thofe thmgs were called; whIch delIvered the admIral from the jealoufy he had con. 
ceiv~do on account of the dead men; judging that if thofe people had wronged the 
Chnfl:Ians left there, they had llDt come fa boldly aboard the £hips. But the next da 
when he came to an anchor near the town of Navidad, or the Nativity after midni h~' 
a canoe came to the fleet, and afked for the admiral, and being bid 'to come abo~rl 
for he was there, th~y wou~d not d~ it, faying; they were refolved not togo aboard till 
they faw and knew hIm. 1 he admIral therefore was forced to come to the {hip's fide 
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to hear them, and then prefently two went up with two mai1\:s, which they gave to the 
admiral, from the Cacique Guacanagari, faying, he fent many commendations. They 
being afked by the admiral concerning the Chril1ians left there, anfwered, that fome 
of them died of dil1empers, fome parted from their company, and fome were gone into 
other countries; but that all of them had four or five wives, though it appeared by 
their way of fpeaking that all or mofi of them were dead; yet the admiral not think
ing fit to take any notice at that time, fent back the Indians, with a prefent of fome 
things made of latten, and other baubles for Guacanagari and themfelves, and fa they 
went away that fame night, with the gifts for the Cacique. 

CHAP. L. - How the Admiral went to the Town of Navidad, or the Nativity; found 
itforfaken and burnt, and had an Interview with King Guacanagari. 

ON Thurfday the 28th of November, about evening, the admiral with all his fleet 
came into the port, before the town of Navidad or the Nativity, found it all burnt, and 
that day nobody was feen all about there: next day in the morning, the admiral landed 
very much concerned to fee the houfes and fort burnt, and nothing left belonging to the 
Chrifiians, but only ragged doaths and fuch like things, as is ufual in a place plundered 
and defiroyed; and feeing nobody to inquire of, the admiral went with fome boats up 
a river that was hard by. Whilfi he was going up it, he ordered the well he had made 
in the fort to be deanfed, thinking to find gold in it; becaufe at his going away, 
fearing what might happen, he commanded thofe he left behind to throw all the gold 
they could get into that well, but nothing was found in it; and the admiral that way 
he went up with his boats could lay hold of no Indian, becaufe they all fled from their 
houfes to the woods. Having therefore found nothing but fome of the Chrifiians' 
doaths. he returned to Navidad, where he faw eight of the Chrifiians, and three others, 
in the fields near the town, whom they knew to be Chrifiians by their doaths, and they 
feemed to have been dead about a month. The Chrifiians going about to feek fome 
other tokens or writings of the dead, a brother of the Cacique Guacanagari, came with 
fome Indians to talk with the admiral. Thefe could fpeak fome words of Spaniih, and 
knew the names of all the Chrifiiang that had been left there, and faid that thofe 
Spaniards foon began to fall at variance among themfelves, and to take everyone what 
gold and as many women as they could; whereupon Peter Gutierres and Efcovedo 
killed one James, and then they and nine others went away with their women to a 
cacique, whofe name was Caunabo, who was lord of the mines, and killed them aU; 
then many days after came with a greai: many men to Navidad, where there was only 
James de Arana, with ten men who had remained with him to guard the fort, all the 
refi being difperfed about the ifland. The Cacique Caunabo coming up by night, 
fired the houfes where the Chrifiians lived with their women, for fear whereof they fled 
to the fea, where eight of them were drowned, and three died a{hore, whom they 
fhewed. That Guacanagari himfelf, fighting with Caunabo in defence of the Chrifl:ians, 
was wounded and fled. This account agreed with that given by other Chrifiians, fent 
by the admiral to learn more of the country, who went to a town where Guacanagari 
lay ill of a wound, which he faid had hindered him from waiting on the admiral, and 
giving him an account of what was become of the Chriitians; among whom he faid, 
foon after the admiral returned for Spain, there began to be diffenfion, and everyone 
would barter gold for himfelf, and take what women he thought fit; and not fatisfied 
with what Guacanagari gave and allowed to be given them, they divided into fcveral 
par,els, and difperfed fome one way and fome another, and that fome Bifcainers join-
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• . h' nt where they were all killed' and this was the truth of what had hap .. 
mg toget el, we " , h r r. Ch 'fl' h 

d I , h th m'lgllt tell the admiral defirmg him by t Ole lame flulans, t at pene , w liC ey ", , h ld 1 I ' 
h ld 'h' becau'e he was in fuch a conditIOn that e cou not eave lIS e wou go lee nTI, 11

, ,,' • 

houfe. The admiral did fo, gomg the next day to vlfit him, and he with great figns ~f 
[arrow, told him all that had happened, as has be~n, related above, and that ,he and hiS 
men had been all .vaunded in defence of the Ch~lfi:lans, as appeared by their wounds, 
which were not given by Chrifi:ian a,rms,' but WIth. aragayas, or wooden fwords, ~nd 
arrows pointed with filh-bones. This dlfcourf: bemg over, he prefented the a~mlral 
with eight fi:rings of fmall beads, made of whlt~, green, and red fi:ones, a fi:rmg of 

old beads a regal crown of gold, and three lIttle calaba{hes full ~f gold fand; all 
~hich might be about four marks weight in gold, each ma!'k b~mg half a pound. 

I The admiral in return, gave him abundan~e of our baubles, which
r 
~l1lght be worth three 

royals, (or IS. 6d,) and :"ere value,d by him above a thoufand. I hough he was very 
ill he would needs 0"0 WIth the amiral to fee the fleet, where he was courteoufly enter
tained and much pl~afed to fee the horfes, of which the Chrifi:ians h~d before giv~n 
him an account, And becaufe fome of thofe that were dead had mifinformed hIm 
concerning our holy faith, the admiral :na~ forced to infi:r~a him in i,t, and afterwards 
would have him wear an image of the VIrgm Mary about hIS neck, which at firfl: he had 
refufed to receive. 

CHAP. LI. - How the Admiral/eft the Colony of Navidad, and went to found the City 
wbich be called !fabe!!a. 

THE admiral refleaing on the difafi:er of thofe Chrifi:ians, and his own misfortune 
at fea, having loft the men and fort a{hore, and his {hip upon the water, and that not 
far off there were better and more commodious places to plant a colony; on Saturday 
.the 7th .of December he failed with the whole fleet eaftward, and about evening caft 
anchor not far from the iflands of Monte Chrifto, and the next day at Monte Chrifto, 
among thofe feven low little ii1ands, whereof mention has been made already, which, 
though they are without trees, are neverthelefs pleafant; for in that winter feafon, they 
there found flowers, and nefts with eggs, others with young birds, and all other things 
that are feen in fummer. Thence he went to anchor before a town of Indians, where, 
refolved to plant a colony, he landed with all the men, provifions and utenfils he brought 
aboard the fleet, in a plain near a rock, on which a fort might conveniently be built, 
where he built a town and called it Ifabella, in honour of Queen Ifabel or Elizabeth. 
This place was judged very convenient, forafmuch as the port was very large, though 
expofed to the north-weft, and had a moft delicate river a bow-{hot from it, from which 
canals of water might be drawn to run through the middle of the town, and beyond 
was a mighty open plain, from which the Indians faid the mines of Cibao were not 
very remote, For thefe reafons the admiral was fo eager upon fettling the faid colony 
that wh~t with th~ fatigue endured at fea, and what he, here w.ent through, he not onl; 
wanted tIme to ~vnt~ day by day ~hat ~a'ppened, accordmg to hIS cufiom, but it happened 
he fell fick, whIch mterrupted hIS wntmg from the 11th of December till the 12th of 
March in the year 1494· During which time, having ordered the affairs of the town 
the beO: he could~ for affai~s abroad he fent one Alonzo de Hojeda, with fifteen men, 
to feek out the mmes ~f Cibao. Afterwards on the 2d February, twelve {hips of the 
fleet returne~ to Cafl~lle, under the command, of one Captain Anthony de Torres, 
brother to PrInce John S nurfe, a man of great Judgment and honour and in whom 
Their Catholic lVIajeflies and the admiral much confided. He had all in writing at 
large that had happened, as alfo the nature of the country, and what it required. Not 

long 
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long after Hodeja returned, and giving an account of his journey, faid, that the fecond 
day, after he fet out for Ifabella, he lay at the pafs of a mountain, which was very 
difficult of accefs, that afterwards, at every league's diftance he found caciques, who 
had been very kind to him; and continuing his journey the lixth day after he fet out, 
he came to the mines of Cibao, where the Indians immediately before him, took up 
gold in a fmall river, as they had done in many others of the fame province, where 
he affirmed there was great plenty of gold. This news much rejoiced the ad. 
miral, who was then recovered of his licknefs, and he refolved to go a{hore, to ob
ferve the difpolition of the country, that he might the better know what was to be 
done. Accordingly on Wednefday the 12th of March 1494, he fet out from Ifabella 
for Cibao, to fee the mines, with all the people that were in health, both a foot and a 
horfeback, leaving a good guard in the two 1hips and three caravals that remained of 
the fleet, and cauling all the ammunition and tackle belonging to the other {hips to be 
put aboard his own, that none might rebel with them, as they had attempted to do 
whilft he was lick. Becaufe many having gone that voyage, upon the belief that as 
foon as they landed they might load themfelves with gold, and fo return rich home 
(which gold wherefoever it is found requires time, trouble, and labour to gather it); 
the thing not falling out as they expeeted, being therefore diifatisfied and offended, as 
alfo becaufe of the building of the new town, and weary of the difeafes, the climate, 
and change of diet caufed among them, they had privately confpired to revolt from the 
admiral, and taking the 1hips that remained by force to return in them to Spain. One 
Bernard de Pifa, who had been an officer of juftice at court, and went that voyage in 
the quality of their Catholic Majefties' comptroller, was the ring-leader and head of 
thefe mutineers; therefore the admiral, when informed of it, would not puni1h him any 
otherwife than by fecuring him aboard a ihip, with a delign to fend him afterwards into 
Spain, with his procefs drawn up, as well for mutinying as for having writ a falfe infor
mation againft the admiral, which he had hid in the 1hip. Having therefore ordered all 
thefe affairs, and having left fame perfons both at fea and a{hore, together with his bro
ther D. James Colon, to look to and fecure the fleet, he fet forwards towards Cibao, car
rying along with him all the tools and neceifaries to build a fort, to keep that province 
under, and fecure the Chriftians left there to gather gold againfl: any attempts or defigns 
of the Indians. And the more to terrify them, and take away all hopes that they 
might do in the admiral's prefence as they had done in his abfence with Arana and the 
thirty-eight Chrifl:ians left among them, he then carried along with him all the men 
he could, that they might in their own towns fee and be fenlible of the power of the 
Chriftians, and be fenlible that whenfoever any wrong was done to one lingle man of 
ours travelling through the country, there was a force of men to chafl:ife it. And to 
appear the more formidable, when he fet out for !fabella and other towns, he made 
his men march with their arms in rank and file as is ufual in time of war, and with 
trumpets founding and colours flying. In his way, he marched along that river which 
lay about a mufket-lhot from Ifabella; and a league beyond, he croifed another lef..:; 
river, and went to lie that night three leagues off, in a plain divided into pleafant fields. 
reaching to the foot of a craggy hill, and about two bow-1hots high. This he called 
Puerto de los Hidalgos, or the Gentleman's Port (the Spaniards call paifes on moun
tains dry ports), becaufe fome gentlemen went before to order the road to be made; 
and this was the firft road made in the Indies, for the Indians make their ways broad 
enough but for one man to pafs at a time. Beyond this pafs he came into a large plain, 
over which h.e travelled five leagues the next day, and went to lie near a great river, 
which the men paifed upon floats and in canoes. This river, which he called of Canes, 
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fell into the fea at Monte Chrifl:o. In his journey he paffed by many Indian towns,. 
the houfes whereof were round, thatched, and with fuch a little door, that he who goes 
in mufl: floop very low. Here, as foon as fame of the Indians brought from Ifabella 
went into the houfes, they took what they liked befl:,'and y.et the owners were not at 
all difpleafed; as if all things were .in. common. In the hk.e manner, the people of 
the country coming near to any Chnfl:lan, would.take from him what they thoug~t fit, 
thinking our things had been as .common as theIrs. But they we:e foon undeceIved, 
being told the contrary. In. thel! way they pa~ed over mountams mofl: pleafantly 
wooded, where there were Wild VIlles, aloes, and CIllnamon trees, and another fort t~at 
produces a fruit like a fig, and were "amy thick at the foot~ bu~ the leaves were lIke 
thofe of the apple tree. Of this fort of tree the fcammony IS fald to come. 

CHAP. LII. - How the Admiral came to the Province of Cibao, where he found the 
Gold Mines, and built the Caflle of St. Thomas. 

ON Friday the Ii.J-thof ~arch, the admir~l fet fo~ward from the river ?f Canes, and 
a league and a half from It found a great nver, which he called the River of Gold, 
beeaufe in pailing it they gathered fame grains of gold. Having paffed it with fame 
difficulty, he proceeded to a large town, where many of the people fled to the mounG 

tains, but mofl of them fortified their houfes, barring their doors with fome canes, as 
if that were a great defence to hinder any body from coming in; for according to 
their cufl:om, no man dares break in at the door he finds fo barred, forafmuch as they 
have no wooden doors, or other means to ihut themfelves in, and it feems thefe bars are 
fufficient. Hence the admiral went to another fine river, which he called the Green 
River, the banks whereof were covered with bright round fl:ones, and there he refl:ed 
that night. Holding on his journey the next day, he paffed by fome great towns, 
where the people had put fl:icks aerofs their doors, like the others above-mentioned, 
and the "dmiral and his men being tired, they fl:ayed that night at the foot of a rugged 
mountain, which he called Port Cibao, forafmuch as the province of Cibao begins 
beyond the mountain. From this the firfi: mountain they paffed was eleven leagues 
diftant, all which difl:ance is a plain, and the way direaIy fouth. Setting out the next 
day, he travelled along a path, where they were forced, with much difficulty, to 
lead t?e h~rfes; and thence he fent b~ck fome mules. to Ifabella to bring bread 
ar:(! wme; tor they began to want provIfions, and the Jo.urney was long, and they 
fuflercd the more becaufe they were not yet ufed to the IndIan diet, as they are now 
who. liv~ and travel in thofe parts, who find the food of ~hat c~untry more eafy 
of dlgen.lO~ and more agreeable to, that country than what IS earned from Europe, 
though It IS nct of fo great nounihment. Thofe that went for provifions being 
returned, the admiral pailing ~ver. the mountain on Sunday the 16th of March, en
tered the country of Cl~ao) w!1lch 1.S rough ~nd fl:ony, full of gravel, plentiful of grafs, 
;~nd v,atered by feveral nvers, m whIch g:old IS found. The further they went into this 
country, the more uncouth .they found It, and encumbered with mountains, on the tops 
where?f thc:re appeared grams of gold [and,; for as the admiral faid, the great rains 
c~rry ~t dow? from the tops of the mount~m? to the rivers in fmall fand. This pro
vmce IS as blg. as Portugal, and there are m It abundance of mines, and gold in the 
byooks; ~ut for t~te rfo~ part .there are very few trees, and thofe along the banks of 
rivers, ~~d are mOll d~_ht em pI~es and p~lms of feveral forts. Now Hojeda having, 
~s ~as 1aI ,trave e l at count! y, the Indians had fame knowledge of the Chrifl:ians • ' 
10 It happened~ th:'H what way foever the admiral went, the faid Indians came out t; 
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the road to meet him, with prefents of provifions, and fame [mall quantity of gold dufl: 
they had gathered, after they undcrftood they came for it. The admir~l perceiving he 
was now eighteen leagues from Ifabella, and the country he had left behmd very cragg),,; 
he ordered a fort to be built in a vcry pleafant and {hong place, which he cal~ed the 
caftle of St. Thomas, to command the country about the min!:s, and to b2 a place of 
fafety for the Chriftians that went thither. The command of this new fort he gave to 
D. Peter Margarite, a perfon of account, with fifty-fix men, among whom were work
men of all forts to build the came, which was built with clay and timber, that being 
a fufficient fl:rength to keep out any number of Indians that fhould come againft ir. 
Here breaking ground to lay the foundation, and cutting a rock to make the ditclle,~, 
when they were gOt two fathoms below the ftone, they found nefts made of hay anc. 
1haw, and inftead of eggs, three or four round ftones as big as oranges, as ?;'cili."cialty 
made as if they had b~en cannon-balls; and in the river that runs a( ~~le foot of that 
hill the cafHe now ftands upon, they found ftones of feveral '201ours, fame of them 
large, of pure marble, and others of jafper. 

CHAP. LIlT. - H9::: :!;3 .ddmirai rNurncd to IJabclla, and found tbat Soil was very 
fruitful. 

THE admiral having given orders for the finiiliing and fortifying of the came, fet 
out for Ifabella on Friday the 2 I ft of March, and near the Green River met the mules 
going with provifions, and not being able to fiay there, becaufe of the great rains, he 
flayed there, fending the provifions to the fort. Afterwards endeavouring to find the 
ford of that river and of the river del Oro, ,vhkh is bigger t:lan Ebro, he ftayed forne 
days in thofe Indian towns, eating their bread and garlic, which they gave for a fmall 
matter. On Sunday the 29th of March he came to Ifabella, where melons were already 
grown fit to eat, though it was not above two months fince the feed was put into the. 
ground. So cucumbers came up in twenty days, and a wild vine of that country being 
pruned, had produced grapes which were good and large. The next day, being the 
30th of March, a countryman gathered ears of wheat he had fown at the latter end of 
January. There were alfo vetches, but much bigger than thofe they fowed; and all 
they fowed fprung up above ground in three days, and the twenty-fifth day they eat of 
it. The ftones of fruit fet in the ground fprouted out in feven days, and the vine 
branches {hot out in the fame time, and in twenty-five days after they gathered green 
grapes. The fugar-canes budded in feven days, which proceeded from the tempera
ture of the climate, not unlike to that of our country, for it was rather cold than hot; 
befides, that the waters there are very cold, thin, and wholefome. The admiral was 
well enough pleafed with the air, the foil, and the people of the country. On Tuefday 
the I ft of April there came a meifenger from fort St. Thomas, who brought news that 
the Indians of that cO,untry fled, and that a cacique, whofe name was Caunabo, was 
preparing to come and attack the fort. The admiral knowing how inconfiderable the 
people of that country were, made little account of that report. efpecially confiding in 
the horfes, by whom the Indians were afraid to be devoured, and therewre were fo 
much afraid that they durft not go into any houfe where a horfe fiood. However 
the admiral thought fit to fend more men and provifions, confidering that fince he 
defigned to go and difcover the continent with three caravals he had left him, it was 
fit all things fhould remain quiet behind. Therefore on Wednefday the zd of April 
he fent feventy men, with provifions and ammunition to the fort, twenty-five of which 
were to keep guard, and the others help to make another fQad, the firfi being very 
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troublefome, as were (he fords of the rivers. Thefe being gone,. whiHl: the ihips were 
fitted to go upon the new difcovery, he attended t? order all ~hmgs neceffary for the 
town he was building, dividing it into fireets, WIth a convement ~arket-place, and 
cn.deavouring to bring the river to it. along a large cut canal; . for whIch reafon he alfo 
made a dam that might ferve the mIlls, becaufe the town bemg almofi: a cannon-!h0t 
f the river the people would have been troubled to fetch water fo far, efpecIally 
t~: when m~fi of them were very weak and indifpofed, by reafon of the iharpne[s 
of the air. which did not agree with them; fo that fome were fide, and had no ot~er 
Spanifh provifions but bifcuit .and wine, by reafon .of the ill rnanagemen~ of th~ captams 
of the fhips, as alfo becaufe m that country nothmg keeps fo ~ell as 10 Spam. An~ 
though they had plenty of the country provifions, yet not bemg ufed to that food It 
did not <l~ree with them. Therefore the admiral had refolved to leave but three hun
dred menLin the iiland and to fend the refi into Spain, which number, confidering the 
nature of the iilana, ~nd of the Indies, he knew was fufficient to keep that country in 
fubjeaion to Their Cathoik lVIajefiies. In the mean whi1~, becaufe the bifcuit g~ew 
towards an end, and they had no flour bL,ut wheat, he .rerolved to make fome mIlls, 
though there was no fall of water fit for il,;!t purpofe withm a l~ague of the town; at 
which work, and all others, he was forced to Hand over the workmen, they all endea
vouring to fave themfelves from any labour. After that, he refolved to fend out all 
t he people that were in health. except handicraft-men and artificers, to the royal plain, 
that travelling about the country they might pacify it, {hike a terror into the Indians, 
and by degrees be ufed to their food, fince they daily felt more want of that of Spain. 
Hojeda was fent to command thefe men till they came to St. Thomas's, there to deliver 
them to D. Peter Margarite, who was to lead them about the iiland, and Hojeda him. 
felf to command in the fort; he having taken the pains the winter before to difcover 
that province of Cibao, which in the Indian language fignifies flony. Hojeda fet out 
from !fabella on Wednefday the 29th of April, towards St. Thomas's with all the 
aforefaid men, being above four hundred, and having paired the river del Oro, appre
hended the cacique that lived there, and a brother and nephew of his, fending them in 
irons to the admiral, and cut off the ears of one of his fubjeB:s, in the great place of 
his town, becaufe ~hree Chrifiians . coming from St. T~omas to !fabella, this cacique 
gave them five. IndIans to c~rry theIr cloaths over. the rIVer ~t the ford, and they being 
come to the mIddle of the rIver, returned to theIr town WIth them, and the cacique 
infiead of p~nifhing them, took the doaths for himfelf, refufing to refiore them. 
Another caCIque who dwelt beyond the river, relying on the fervice he had done the 
Chrifiians, refoived to go with the prifoners to Ifabella, and intercede with the admiral 
for .them, who entertained him courteoufly, and ordered that the other Indians with 
their hands bo~nd, fh~uld be p~blicly fentenced to. die in t~e market-place; ~hich 
the honefi cacIque. feemg, he WIth many tears obtamed their lives, promifing they 
ihould never be gmlty of any other offence. The admiral having difcharged them all, 
a man a horfeback came from St. Thomas's, and gave an account, that he had found in 
that fame cacique who .had been prifoner in his town, five Chrifiians taken by his fub. 
Jeas as they were commg for Ifabella, and that he frightening the Indians with his horre 
had releafed t?em, above. foul' hundred men running away from him, of whom he 
wounded t~o m t~e .purfUlt ; and that when he had paired the river, he faw they turned 
upon the fald Ch~IfiIans, whereupon he made as if he would go back againfi: them, but 
they for fear of hIS harfe all ran away, left the hor[e fuould fly over the river. 

CHAP~ 
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CHAP. LIV. - How the Admiral flttled the Affairs of the Jjland, and went to difcover 
Cuba, fuppqJing it to be the Continent. 

THE admiral being refolved to go out to difcover the continent, appointed a council 
to govern the Wand in his abfence; the perfons it confill:ed of were D. James Colon, 
his brother, with the title of prefident, F. Boyl, and Peter Fernandez Coronell, regents~ 
Alonfo Sanchez de Carvajal, reCtor of Bacca, and John de Luxan of Madrid, gentlemen 
to Their Catholic Majell:ies. And that there might not want meal for fupport of the 
people, he hall:ened the building of the mills, notwithll:anding the rain and flood very 
much obll:ruCted it. From thefe rains, the admiral fays, proceeds the great moill:ure, 
and confequently the fruitfulnefs of the ifiand, which is fo wonderful, that they eat 
fruit of the trees in November, when they were bloffoming afrefh, which thews that 
they bear twice a year. But herbs and feeds grow at all times, and fo they find on 
the trees, nell:s with eggs, and young birds. As the fruitfulnefs of the foil appeared 
extraordinary, fa they daily received freth advices of the wealth of the country; for 
fame of thore the admiral had fent out were always returning with news of new mines 
difcovered, befides the relation of the Indians concerning the great plenty of gold found 
in feveral parts of the Wand. The admiral not fo fatisfied, refolved to go out to dif
cover along the coall: of Cuba, not knowing whether it was an ifiand or continent. 
Therefore taking three ihips along with him, he fet fail upon Thurfday the 24th of 
April, afternoon, and came to a.n anchor that day at Monte Chrifl:o, well: of Ifabella. 
On Friday he went to Guacanagari's port, thinking to find him there, but he feeing the 
fuips fled for fear, though his fubjeCts falfely affirmed he would foon return. But the 
admiral not caring to ftay without great caufe, departed on Saturday the 26th of April, 
and went to the ifiand Tortuga, which lies fix leagues to the well:ward: he lay by it 
that night, in a calm with his fails abroad, the tide running back againll: the currents. 
Next day the north-weft winds and currents fetting from the weft, obliged him to go 
back to an anchor in the river of Guadalquiver, which is in the fame Wand, there to 
wait for a wind that would ll:em the current, which both then and the year before he 
found to run ftrong there toward the eall:. On Tuefday the 29th of the fame month, 
the wind being fair he came to cape St. Nicholas, and thence croffed over to the ifiand 
of Cuba, running along the fouth coaft of it, and having failed a league beyond Cabo. 
Fuerte, put into a large bay which he called Puerto Grande, or great port, the mouth 
whereof was one hundred and fifty paces over, and had much water. Here he eaft 
anchor, and took fome refrefument of broiled fith and oyll:ers, whereof the Indians had 
great ll:ore. On the I ll: of May he continued his voyage along the eoall:, where he found 
commodious harbours, fine rivers, and high mountains. Upon the fea, after he left 
Tortuga, he met abundance of the weeds he faw on the ocean, in his voyage to and 
from Spain. He failing c10fe along the there, abundance of people came aboard in their 
canoes from the ifland, thinking our mm were come down from heaven, bringing of 
their bread, water, and filh, and giving it all freely, without aiking any thing for it ;. 
but the admiral, to fend them home well pleafed, ord~red they fuould be paid, giving, 
them beads, bells, and fuch like baubles. 

CHAP. L V.-The admiral difco·vers the !/land of Jamaica .• 

ON Saturday, the 3d of May, the admiral refolved to fail over from Cuba to Ja~ 
maica, that he might not leave it behind;\ without knowing whether the report of fuch. 
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lenty of gold they heard there was in it proved true, and the wind being fair, and he 
~lmofl::half way over, difcovered it on Sunday. Vpon ~onday he c,ame to an anchor, 
and thought it the beautifullef!: of any he had yet feen 111 t~e IndIes, a~d.ruch mul
titudes of people in great and fmall canoes came aboard, that It was a~om{hmg. The 
next day he ran along the coaf!: to find out harbours, and the boats gomg to found the 
mouths of them, there came out fo many canoes and armed men, to defend t?e co~ntry, 
that they were forced to return to the {hips, not fo m~ch for fe,ar, as to aVOId fallmg to 
enmity with thofe people, But afterwards, confidermg that If they fhewed figns. of 
fear, the Indians would grow proud upon it, they returned together to the port, w~lch 
the admiral called Puerto Bueno, that is, Good Harbour •. And becaufe the Indla~s 
came to drive them off, thofe in boats g,ave them fuch a fhg~t of atrows from ~~~Ir 
crofs-bows that fix or feven of them bemcr wounded, they retIred. The fight enu .. _g 
in this ma~ner' there came abundance gf canoes from the neighbouring places in a 
peaceable man~er, to fee and barter provifions, and feveral thi?gs. th.ey brought, and 
gave for the leail trifle that was offered them. In this port, whIch IS hke ~ horfe-~noe, 
the admiral's {hip was repaired, it being leaky; and that done, they fe~ i:111 on Fnd~y 
the 9th of May, keeping fo clore along the coaf!: weftwar~ that ~he IndIans f?llowed III 
their canoes to trade, and get fomething of ours~ The wmd bemp; fomewhat contrary, 
the admiral could not make fo much way as he wi{hed, till on Tuefday the 13th of 
May he refolved to fl:and over again for Cuba, to keep along its coaft, defigning not 
to return till he had failed five or fix hundred leagues, and were fatisfied whether it 
was an ifland or continent. That fame day, as he was going off from Jamaica, a very 
young Indian came aboard, faying he would come into Spain, and after him came 
feveral of his kindred and other people in their canoes, earnefi:ly intreating him to go 
back, but they could never alter his refolution; and therefore to avoid feeing his fifters 
cry and fob, he went where they could not come at him. The admiral, admiring his 
refolution, gave order that he {hould be ufed with all civility. 

CHAP. LVI. - The Admiral from Jamaica returns to the coafl of Cuba,jlill thinking it 
to be the Continent. 

THE adu:iral leaving Jamaica, on Wednefday the T 4th of May came to that point 
of Cuba, which he called Cabo de Santa Cruz, or Cape Holy Crofs, and running along 
the coaft, there happened ~ g!'eat ftorm of thunder and lightning, which together with 
the flats and ~urrents,put hIm 111 ?o fmall danger a?d to v,ery muc? trouble, being obliged 
at th,e f~me tIme to ftruggle agaI~f!: thefe two eVIls, whICh reqUired contrary remedies; 
for It IS a proper r~medy agamf!: thunde~ to f!:ril~e the fails, and it was requifite 
~o fpread the~ to aVOId the flats, and had thIs. calamIty lafled for eight or ten leagues 
Jt had been mfupportable. But the worf!: of It was, that all over that fea, both north 
and north-eaft, the further they went the more low little iflands they met with and 
though there were trees in fome of them, yet others were fandy, and fcarce app~ared 
~?ove .th~ furface of the water, fom.e a league, fome more and fome leis in compafs. 
,1 rue It IS, that the near~r they faIled to C~ba, the higher and pleafanter the little 
Il1ands appeared; and bemg.a matter of dIfficulty, and to no purpofe, to give every 
.:me of ,them a name, the adnmal ~alled them all in general Jardin de la Reyna, the 
Queen s Garden. But as many rilands as he faw that day ~ he faw many more and 
bIgger the next ~ay than he had before, and not only to the north-eaft, but north-weft 
and fouth-weft; mfomuch that they counted one hundred and fixty Wands that day all 
parted by deep channels, which the {hip failed through. In fome of thefe Wands ;hey 
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faw abundance of cranes, in fhape and bignefs like thofe of Spain, but that they were 
as red as [carlet. In others they found abundance of tortoifes, and of their eggs, net 
unlike a hen's, but that the ihells are very hard. The tortoifes lay thefe ('~;gs in a 
hole they make in the [and, and covering them, leave them till the heat ot the fun 
hatches and brings forth the tortoifes, which in time grow as big as a buckler, or great 
target. In thefe Wands they alfo faw crows and cranes like thofe of Spain, and fea
crows, and infinite numbers of little birds that fung fweetly, and the very air \"as 
as fweet as if they had been among rofes and the find!: perfumes in the world; yet 
the danger was very great, there being fuch abundance of channels, that much time 
was fpent in finding the way out. In one of thefe channels, they fpied a canoe of 
Indian fifhermen, who very quietly, without the leaf!: concern expeCted the boat which 
was making towards them, and being come near, made a fiJ~n to them in it, till 
they had done fiihing. Their manner of fifhing was fo f!:range and new to our men, 
that they were willing to comply with them; it was thus: they had tied fome fmall 
fiihes they call reves by the tail, which run themfelves againf!: other fifh, and with a 
certain roughnefs they have from the head to the middle of the back, they ftick fo 
faf!: to the next fiih they meet, that when the Indians perceive it, drawing their line, 
they draw them both together; and it was a tortoife our men faw fo taken by thore 
fifhermen, that fifh clinging about the neck of it, where they generally faf!:en, being 
by that means fafe from the other fiih biting them, and have feen them faf!:en upon 
vaf!: {harks. "'\iVhen the Indians in the canoe had taken their tortoife, and two other fiihes 
they had before, they prefently came very friendly to the boat, to know what our 
men would have, and by their direCtions went along aboard the fhips, where the ad
miral treated them very courteouily, and underf!:ood by them, that there was an in
finite multitude of iflands in that fea; and they freely gave all they had, though the 
admiral would fuffer nothing to be taken of them but the fifh, the ref!: being their 
nets, hooks, and cal~aihes full of water to drink. Having given them fome fmall 
trifles, they went away very well pleafed, and he held on his courfe with a defign not 
to do fo long, becaufe he began to want provifions already; whereas, had he been well 
ftored, he thought not to have returned into Spain, but caf!: about, though he was very 
much fpent, not only becaufe he fed ill, but alfo becaufe he had not ftript or lain in 
a bed ever fince he failed from Spain till the 19th of May, when he writ this, except 
eight nights, when he was much indifpofed. And if he had much care upon him at 
other times, it was doubled this voyage, by reafon of the innumerable quantity of 
iilands, among which he was failing, which were fo many, that on the 20th of May he 
difcovered feventy-one, befides many more he faw weft-fouth-wef!: at fun-fetting~ 
Which iilands or fands are not only frightful by their multitude, appearing on all fides, 
but what is yet more terrible, is, that every night there rifes off them a great fog eaf!:. 
ward, fa difmal to behold, that it feems as if fome great fhower of hail would fall, 
the thunder and lightning are fo violent; but when the moon rifes it all vanifhes, part 
of it turning to rain and wind, which is fa ufual and natural in that country, that it 
did not only happen all thofe nights the admiral was there, but I faw the fame in thofe 
iilands in the year 1503, in my return from the difcovery of Veragua; and generally 
here at night the wind is north, coming off the ifland Cuba, and afterwards, when 
the fun is up, it comes about eaf!:, and follows the fun till it comes to the weft. 
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CHAP. L VIl.-Of the great fatigue the Admiral underwent, failing among abundance 
of IJlands. 

THE admiral {lill holding on his courfe wefiward, among infinite numbers of illands, 
upon Thurfday the 22d of May came to an ifland fome.wh~t bigger than ~he refi, which 
he called St. Mary; and landing at a town, there was III It, not one Indian w~uld}l:ay 
to talk to the Chrifiians, nor did they find any thing in the houfes but fifh, wluch IS all 
the food thofe people live on, and feveral dogs like mafiiiTs, wh~ eat fifh too. Thus 
without talking to any body, or feeing any thing remarkable, he failed away north-ec1fi, 
among abundance of iflands, in which there were many cranes as red as fcadet, parrots, 
and other forts of birds, dogs like thore before mentioned, and abundance of thofe 
weeds he faw on the ocean when he firfi difcovered the Indies. Thus failing among 
fo many fands and iflands fatigued him very much; for fornetimes he was forced to 
frand weft, fometimes north, and fometimes fouth, according as the channels would 
permit; for notwithnanding his care in founding, and keeping men upon the round 
top to look out, yet the fhip often touched, and there was no avoiding it, there being no 
end of the flats on all hands. Sailing on in this manner, he came again to Cuba to take in 
water, whereof they had much need. And though there was no town where they put 
in, becaufe the place was wooded, yet one of the feamen that went afhore, going up 
among the trees with a crofs·bow to kill rome bird or bean, found thirty people armed 
with fuch weapons as they ufe, that is fpears and fiaves which they wear infiead of 
fwords and call macanas. Among them he [aid he faw one clad with a white coat, 
or a veft down to his knees, and two that carried him had them down to their feet all 
three of them as white as the Spaniards; but that he had no talk with them, becaufe 
being afraid of fuch a number he began to cry out to his companions, and the Indians 
ran away without looking back. Though the admiral the next day fent people afhore 
to know the truth of it, they could not travel above half a league, becaufe of the 
thicknefs of the trees and bufhes, and becaufe all that coaft is boggy and muddy, 
for two leagues up the country, where there are hills and mountains, fa that they 
only faw footfteps of fi{hermen on the {hare, and abundance of cranes like thofe 
in Spain, but bigger. Then failing about ten leagues wefrward, they faw houfes 
on the {hare, from which fame canoes came with water and fuch things as thofe 
people eat, which they brought to the Chri!1:ians, who paid well for them; and the 
admiral caufed one of thofe Indians to be ftopped, telling him and the reft by his 
interpreters that he would let him go freely home as foon as he had direCted him in his 
voyage, and given fome acco?nt of that country. ~t which the Indian ~as ;'ery'much 
pleafed, and aiTured the admiral that Cuba was an Ifland, and that the kmo- or cacique 
of the weftern part of it, never fpoke to his fubjeCts but by figns, bv whom all his ' 
orders were immediately obeyed; that all that coaft was very low, anJd full of fmall 
iflands, which was found to be too true. !he next day, being the I Ith of June, to 
pafs from one channel to another, the admiral was forced to have the fhips towed over 
a fiat, where there was not a foot water, and all the breadth of it was not above two 
fhips length. Bearing up clofer to Cuba, they faw tortoifes of a vaft bignefs~ and in 
fuch numbers that they covered the fea. -f\t break of day they faw fuch a cloud of 
fea-crows that they darkened the fun, commg from the feaward to the ifland where 
they all lighted; befides them, abundance of pigeons, and birds of other fo:ts were 
!~en, and the ne.xt ~ay there came fuch fwarms of butterflies, that they darkened the 
~ur, and lafred till night, when the great rain carried them away. 
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CHAP. LVIII.-How the Admiral returns back towards Hijpaniola. 

ON Friday the 13th of June, the admiral perceiving that the coaft of Cuba ran far
weft, and that it was a matter of the greatell difficulty to fail that way, by reafon of the 
infinite multitude of iflands and fands that were on all fides, and that he already began 
to want provifions, for which reafon he could not continue his voyage as he had in
tended, he refolved to return to the town he had began to build in Hifpaniola, and 
to furnifh himfelf with wood and water; he a.nchored in the iiland Evangelifta, which 
is thirty leagues in compafs, and [even hundred from Dominica. Having provided 
himfelf with what he wanted, he direB:ed his courfe fouthward, hoping to get out 
better that way; and failing through the channel he faw looked cleareft, after failing 
a few leagues, found it fhut up, which did not a little trouble and terrify the men feeing 
themfelves as it were hemmed in on all fides, and deftitute of proviGons and all comfort. 
But the admiral, who was wife and courageous, perceiving their faint-heartednefs, faid 
with a chearful countenance, that he thanked God for forcing him back the fame-way he 
came; forafmuch as if they had continued their voyage that way they intended to go, 
it might perhaps have happened they might have run themfelves into fome place 
whence it would have been hard getting out, and at a time when they had neither 
fhips nor provifions to go back, which at prefent they could eafily do. Thus with 
great fatisfaB:ion of all the men, he returned to the iiland Evangelifta, where he had 
watered, and on Wednefday the 25th of June failed thence north-weft towards fome 
fmall iilands that appeared five leagues off. Going ftill a little forward he came into a 
fea fo patched with green and white, that it looked like one entire fand, though there 
was two fathoms water; along which he failed feven leagues, till he met another fea, 
as white as milk, which he much admired, the water being very thick. This fea 
dazzled the eyes of all that beheld it, and feemed to be all a ihoal, without water 
enough for the ihips, yet there were about three fathoms water. But when he had 
failed about four leagues upon that fea, he came into another fea as black as ink, and 
nve fathoms deep, through which he held his courfe till he came up with Cuba. 
Thence {tanding to the eallward, with fcant winds, through narrow channels and 
ihoals; on the 30th of June, as he was writing his journal of the voyage, his ihip run 
aground fo fall, that neither anchors nor other inventions being able to get it ofr~ 
it pleafed God it was drawn off a head, though with fome damage becaufe of its beating 
on the fand. However, with God's affillance they got off at lail, and he failed on as 
the wind and fhoal-water would permit, always through a very white fea and two fa
thoms deep, neither deeper nor lhallower, unlefs' he came too clofe to fome of the 
fands, where there was want of water. Befides which trouble, every day about fun
[etting he was troubled with mighty {howers, which rife in the mountains from the 
moraffes near the fea, which were a great fatigue to him, till he came clofe to Cuba 
towards the eaft, the way he came at fira:, Thence, as he had found before, came ofF a 
moft fragrant fcent, as it were of flowers. On the 7th of July he landed to hear mafs, 
and there reforted to him an old cacique lord of that province, who was veryatten
tive at mafs; when it was ended, by figns, and the beft he could exprefs, he faid it 
was very well done to give thanks to God, becaufe the foul which was good would 
go to heaven, and the body remain on earth, but that the wicked fouls muft go to 
hell. And among other things he faid, he had been in the ifland Hifpaniola, where 
he knew fome of the chief men; that he had been at Jamaica, and a great way towards 
the weft of Cuba~ and that the cacique of that port was clad like a prieft. 
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CHAP. LIX. - The great Hunger and other Calamities the Admiral and his Men 
endured, and bow be returned to Jamaica. 

THE admiral failing thence on Wednefday the 16th of July, fiill attended by 
terrible rains and winds, drew near to Cape Cruz in Cuba, where he was on a fudden 
affaulted by fuch a violent rain and florm as bore his fhip's fide under water; but it 
pleafed God they immediately il:ruck all their fails, and dropped their heft anchors; 
but they took in fo much water at the deck, that the men were not able to pump it 
out, efpecially in the condition they were, being much fpent for want of provifions: 
for they eat nothing but a pound of rotten bifcuit a day, and about half a pint of wine, 
unlefs they happened to catch fame fiib, which yet they could not keep from one day 
to the next, provifions in thofe parts being of a very flight nature, and becaufe the 
weather was always more inclinable to heat than in our countries; and this want 
being common to all, the admiral in his journal fpeaks thus concerning it: " I myfelf 
am at the fame allowance, God grant it may be to his honour, and for Your High
nefs's fervice, for I iball never again for my own benefit expofe myfelf to fuch fuffer
ings and dangers; never a day pailing, but I fee we are all upon the brink of death." 
In this danger and difirefs he arrived at Cape Cruz the 18th of July, where he was 
friendly entertained by the Indians. They brought him abundance of cazabi, fa they 
call their bread made of roots grated, a great deal of fiib, il:ore of fruit, and fuch other 
things as they eat. The wind being contrary to fail for Hifpaniola, he il:ood over to 
Jamaica on Wednefday the 22d day of July, and failed along weft ward clofe under the 
ihore, the country all along moft delightful and fruitful, with excellent harbours at 
every league diftance, and all the coaft full pf towns, the people whe:ieof followed the 
fhips in their canoes, bringing fuch prO\'ifions as they eat, and much better liked by 
the Chriftians than that they found in the other if1ands. The climate, air, and weather 
was the fame as the reft; for in this weflern part of Jamaica there gathered every even_ 
ing a ftorm of rain which lafted about an hour more or lefs, which the admiral faid 
he attributed to the great woods that were in [hofe countries, for that he knew thi~ 
was ufual at firft in the Canary iflands, Madera, and the Azores; whereas, now the 
woods are cut down that ibaded them, there are not fa great and frequent il:orms and 
rains as there were formerly. Thus the admiral failed on, though with contrary winds 
which obliged him every night to take the ibelter of the land, which appeared green' . 
pleafant, . fruitful~ abounding in pr?vifions, and fo populous that he thought non~ 
excelled It, efpecrally near a bay whIch he called De las Vacas, becaufe there are nine 
if1ands clofe to the land, which he faid was as high as any he had feen, and believed 
reached above the region where the il:orms bred, yet it is all peopled, very fruitful 
and pleafant. This if1and he judged to be eight hundred miles in compafs, and when 
ful~y difcovered, cOJ~1p~ted it to be fifty leagues. in length and twenty in breadth. 
Bemg much taken WIth Its beauty, he had a great mmd to ftay there to be fully informed 
of the nature of it, but the great \'\'ant of provifions we mentioned, and the leakinefs 
of the veffels would not p(?rmit. Therefore as foon as the weather was a little Fair he 
failed away eail:ward, fa that on Tuefday the 19th of Auguft he 10[1: fight of that ifl~nd 
fianding over direCtly for Hifpaniola, and called the moft eail:ward cape of Jamaica o~ 
the fouth coaft Cabo del Faro!' 
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CHAP. LX. The Admiral difcovers the South Side of Hifpaniola, till he returned Eafl 
about the Town of lJabella. 

ON Wednefday the 20th of Auguft the admiral had fight of the fouth fide of 
Hifpaniola, and called the firft point Cape St. Michael, which was thirty leagues diftant 
from the eafl:erlieft point of Jamaica, yet at prefent through the ignorance of the 
failors it is called Cape Tiburon. From this cape on Saturday the 23d of Auguft there 
came aboard a cacique, who called the admiral by his name, and had fome other 
Spanifh words, by which he was convinced this was the fame land as Hifpaniola. At 
the end or Auguft he anchored in an ifland which is called Alto Velo, and having loft 
fight of the other two fhips under his command, he caufed fame men to go afhore in 
that little iibnd, whence being very high they might fee a great way round; but 
they difcovered none of their companions. As they were going aboard they killed eight 
fea-wolves, that lay afleep on the fand, and took abundance of pigeons and other 
birds; for that ifland not being inhabited, nor thofe creatures ufed to fee men, they 
frood niH to be killed with naves. The fame they did the two following days, waiting 
for the fhips that had been aftray eVE'r fince the Friday before, till at the end of fix 
days they came, and all three together went away to the iiland Beata twelve leagues 
difl:ant from Alto Velo. Hence they paired on coai1ing Hifpaniola, in fight of a delight~ 
ful country, which was a plain running up a mile from the rea, fo populous that 
it feemed to be one continued town for a league in length. In which plain there 
appeared a lake five leagues long from eaft to weft. The people therefore of the 
couutry having fome know ledge of the Chriftans, came aboard in their canoes, bringing 
news that fame Spaniards from rfabella had happened to come araong them, and that 
they were all well, which much pleafed the admiral, and to the end they too might 
hear of his health and his company's, and of his return, being fomewhat more towards 
the eafi, he fent nine men to crofs the ifland, pailing by the forts of St. Thomas and 
the Magdalen to Ifabella, and he with his three ihips frill keeping along the coaft 
eaftward~ fent the boats for \'irater to a place, where a great town appeared. The 
Indians came out againft them with bows and poifoned arrows, and with ropes in their 
hands, making figns that they would bind the Chriftians they ihould take with them. 
But as foon as the boats came to the ihore, the Indians laid down their arms, and 
offered to bring bread and water, and all they had, aiking in their language for the 
admiral. Going hence they faw in the fea a fifh as big as a whale, which on its neck 
had a great ihell, like a tortoife, and bore its head, which was as big as a hogihead, 
above water, had a tail like a tunny fifh, very long, and two large fins on the fides. 
The admiral by this fifh alld other figns, perceiving there would be fome change of 
weather, he fought for fome harbour to fecure himfelf. And on the 15th of Sept em
ber it pleafed God to fhew him an ifland, being near the ean part of Hifpaniola, called 
by the Indians Adamanai, and the weather being very ftorIny, dropped anchor in the 
channel between it and Hifpaniola, clofe to a fmall iiland that lies between both, where 
that night he faw the eclipfe of the moon, which he faid varied five hours twenty-three 
minutes from Cadiz to the place where he was. This I fuppofe made the bad weather 
laft fo long, for he was forced to lie clofe in that very place till the 20th of the month, 
not without fear for the other {hips, which could not get in, but it plea fed God to fave 
them. Being afterwards together again, on the 24th of September they failed to the 
moft eafterly point of Hifpaniola, and thence paired over to a little ifland lying between 
Hifpaniola and St. John de Borriquen, called by the Indians Mona. From this Wand 
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\the admiral does not continue the journal of his voyage, nor does he fay ~ow he return
ed to Ifabe1la, but only that going from Mona to St. John~ th~ great tOll he had .gone 
through, his own weaknefs and Vlant of provifi?ns caft hIm mto ~ dan~erous dlfea~e 
between a pefrilentiaI fever and a Ietharcry, which prefently deprIved him of all his 
fenfes and memory. "Whereupon all th: men aboard the £hips re!oIved to defifl: from 
th'e defign he had in hand of difcovering all the Wands of the Canbbees, and to retu~ 
to IfabeIla, where they arrived in five days, on the 29th of September, and ther~ It 
pleafed God to refrore his health, though his llcknefs lafted ab~)Ve five months, which 
was attributed to the great fufferings he had gone through durmg that voyage? an~ to 
his extraordinary weaknefs; tor fometimes he had not fleep th~ee hours. m eIght 
days, which feems almofr impofiible, were not he himfelf and hIS men wltneffes of 
the truth of it. 

CHA P. LXI. - How the Admiral Jubdued the !/land Hijpaniola, and took Juch Order 
that they might not revolt again. 

THE admiral returning to Hifpaniola from the difcovery of Cuba and Jamacia, 
found there his brother Bartholomew Colon, who, as was faid before, had been 
fent to treat with the King 9f England about the difcovery of the Indies. He return
ing to Spain with the grant of his demands, underfrood at Pa~is, by Charles King 
of France, that the admiral his brother had difcovered the Indies, and he fupplied 
him with one hundred crowns to proceed on his journey. Upon this news he made 
all the hafre he could to overtake the admiral in Spain; yet when he came to Sevil, 
his brother was fet out for the Indies with feventeen fail. Therefore to fulfil the orders 
he had left him at the beginning of the year 1494, he went away to Their Catbolic 
Majefries, carrying me and my brother D. James Colon to ferve Prince John as his 
pages, as had been appointed by the Queen, who was then at Valladolid. As foon as 
we came thither, Their Majefries fent for D. Bartholomew Colon, and fent him to 
Hifpaniola with three :lhips, where he ferved fome years, as appears by a manufcript 
I found among his papers, in which are thefe words. "I ferved as captain from the 
14th of April 1494 till the 12th of March 1496, when the admiral fet out for Spain, 
and then I began to aCt as governor till the 24th of Augufr 1498, when the admiral 
returned from the difcovery of Paria, when I again ferved as captain till the I I th 
of December 1500, when I returned to Spain." But to return to the admiral: he 
returning from Cuba made him governor of the Indies, though afterwards there arofe 
a controverfy on this account, becaufe Their Catholic Majefries faid they had npt 
granted the admiral power to appoint any fuch. But to decide this difference Their 
Highneffes granted it anew, and fa for the future he was called Adelantado, that is, 
lieutenant of the Indies. 

The admiral having the afIifrance and advice of his brother, took fome refr, and 
lived in quiet, though on the other fide he met with trouble enough, as well from 
his fickne[<;, as becaufe he found almofl: all the Indians had revolted, through the 
fault of D. Peter Margarite, of whom we fpoke above. He, though obliged to refpeB: 
and honour him that at his departure for Cuba had left him the command of three 
hundred and fixty fool and fourteen horfe, to travel over the ifland, and reduce it 
under th.e obedie?ce of Their Cathol.ic Majefries and the Chrifriar:s, and particularly 
the provmce of Clbao, whence the chlef profit was expeCted, yet did all things fa much 
to the contrary, that as foon as the admiral was gone, he went with all his men to the 
great plain called Vega Real, ten leagues from Ifabella, without frirring to over-ru,n 
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• md reduce the i:l1and. Hence there enfued difcord and faCtions at Ifabella; he endea
vouring that thole of the council inflituted by the admiral, {hould obey his orders, 
fending them very infolent letters, till perceiving he could not fucceed in his defig~ of 
getting the whole command into his hands, rather than flay the coming of the admIral, 
who would call him in queflion for his behaviour, he went aboard the firfl: {hips that 
came from Spain and returned in them, without giving any account of himfeIf, or any 
,vays difpofing of the men left under his command. Upon this everyone went away 
among the Indians where he thought fit, taking away their goods and their women, 
.md committing fuch outrages that the Indians refolved to be revenged on thofe they 
found alone or {haggling; fo that the Cacique of the Magdalen, whofe name was Guati
guana, had killed ten, and privately ordered a hou[e to be fired in which there were 
eleven fide But he was feverely punifued when the admiral returned; for though 
he himfelf could not be taken, yet fome of his fubjeCts were made prifoners and fent 
into Spain in four {hips, Antony de Torres brought on the 24th of February 1495. 
Six or feven more, who in other parts of the ifland had done harm to the Chriflians 
fuffered for it. The caciques had certainly killed many, and would have defl:royed 
more, but the admiral came in time to curb them all, who found 'the Wand in fuch 
diforder, that morl of the Chriflians committed a thoufand infblencies, for which they 
were mortally hated by the Indians, who refufed to fubmit to them. It was no difficuit 
matter for them all to agree to caft off the Spanifu yoke; becau[e, as has been faid, 
there were four principal Kings or caciques, to whom all the others were fubject. The 
names of thofe four were Caunabo, Guacanagari, Behechico, and Guarionex; and each 
of thefe had under him feventy or eighty other little lords; not that they paid tribute 
or gave any thing, but were obliged, whenfoever called upon, to afilft them in their 
wars and till the ground; but Guacanagari, one of thefe who was }ord of that part of 
the il1and where the town of the Nativity had been built, continued a friend to the 
Chriflians. As foon therefore as he heard of the admiral's coming, he went to vifit 
him, faying, he had no way been aiding or advifing with the others, which might 
appear by the great civility the Chriftians had found in his country, where one hun
dred men had been always very well u[ed and furniflled with all things he could get 
to pleafe them; for which rearon the other Kings were become his enemies, and par. 
ticularly Behechico had killed one of his women, and Caunabo had taken another, 
wherefore he prayed him to caufe her to be refiored, and ailifl him to revenge thefe 
wrongs. The admiral refolved to do f9, believing what he faid was true, becaufe he 
wept every time he called to mind thofe that had been killed at the Nativity, as if 
they had been his own children; and he was the more inclinable to it, confidering 
that the difcord among them would make it more practicable to conquer the country, 
and punifu the revolt of the other Indians, and killing of the Chriflians. Therefore 
on the 24th of March 1495 he fet out from !fabella to carryon the war, and the afore. 
faid Guacanagari with him, being very defirous to crufu his enemies, though the 
undertaking feemed very difficult, they having raifed above one hundred thoufand 
Indians, whereas the admiral had not along with him above two hundred Chriflians, 
twenty horfes, and as many dogs. The admiral being acquainted with the nature and 
qualities of the Indians, when he was two days journey from Ifabella, divided his forces, 
giving half to his brother the lieutenant, that he might attack that multitude fcattered 
about the plains in two places, believing the terror of hearing the noife in feveral 
places would put them to flight fooner than any thing elfe, as in effect it proved. The 
battalions of foot on both fides falling upon the multitude of Indians, and breaking, 
them with the firfi difcharge of their crofs-bows and mufkets, the harfe and dogs f~ll 
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in next in mofi furious manner, that they might not rally; whereupon th~fe faint~ 
hearted creatures fled fome one way and fame another; and our men purfumg and 
killing a great numbe;·, ma~e fuch havock that in a {b~rt tin:e, thr~ugh God's affifiance, 
they obtained a complete vlttory, many of ~he enemIes bemg Ham, and ,other~ taI~en, 
among whom was CaunaboJ the chief cacIque of them ali" together wIth hIS WIV~S 
and children. This Caunabo afterwards confeffed he had krlled twenty of the Chnf
-tians left with Arana in the town of the Nativity, the firfi voyage when the Indies were 
difcovered and that afterwards, under colour of friendihip, he went in great hafie to fee 
the town of Ifabella, to obferve how he might befl: attack. it, and do as he had done at the 
Nativity. Of all which things the admiral h.ad been fully informed by ot~ers; a~d there
fore to puniih him for that offence, and thIS fecond revolt, and gathenng of forces he 
had now marched againfi him, and having taken him and his brother, he fent them all 
prifoners into Spain; for he would not, \~ithout, the kn?wledg: ~f Their Catholic Ma
jefiies) execute fa confiderable a perfon, bemg fatlsfied WIth pnmfhmg fame of thofe that 
were mofr in fault. The victory obtained, and this man's imprifonment, put the affairs 
of the Chrifrians into fuch a good pofiure, that though at that time they were but fix 
hundred and thirty, many of them fick, and others women and children, yet in the 
fpace of a year the admiral fpent in ranging the iiland, without being forced to draw 
fword any more, he reduced it to fuch obedience, that they all promifed to pay tribute 
to Their Catholic Majefries every three months, that is all that inhabited the province 
of Cibao, where the gold mines were, from fourteen years of age up'.vard to pay a 
large horfe-bell full of gold-dufi, and all the refr twenty-five pounds of cotton a head. 
And that it might be known who had paid this tribute, there was a fort of brafs and 
tin coin framped, one of which pieces was to be given to everyone that paid, and he 
to wear it about his neck, that whofoever was found without it might be known not to 
have paid and punifhed. .And doubtlefs this order would have proved effeCtual, had 
not thofe troubles we {hall fpeak of afterwards happened among the Chrifiians; for 
after the taking of Caunabo, the country was fo peaceable, that for the fmure one 
£Ingle Chrifrian went fafely where he pleafed; and the Indians themfe!ves would carry 
him about on their {boulders, which the admiral attributed only to God and the good 
fortune of Their Catholic Majefties, confidering it had been otherwife impolIible for 
two hundred men, half Gek and ill-armed, to overthrow fuch a multitude, which it 
pleafed his Divine Majefry not only to bring under his command, but to [end fudi 
fcarcity of provifions, and fuch violent difeafes.among them, that they were reduced to 
one-third of what they had been at firfr, to make it appear the more plain, that fuch 
miraculous victories, and the fubduing of nations are his gift, and not the effett of our 
pOVier or conduct, or of their want of courage; for though our men had been fu
perior to them, yet their multitude might make amends for any advantage we had 
Qver them. 

CHAP. LXII.-Some remarkable Things in the !J7and, as the Cujloms, Ceremonies, am} 
Religion of the Indies. 

THE people of the ifl~nd being brought under, and converfing more freely with 
our ,men, many other partIcul~rs, an~ the fecrets of their religion were found out, but 
partlc.ularly that there we,re mmes OI copP,er, azure, and amber; as alfo ebony, cedar, 
fran~Illcenfe" and other nch gums and. fplce of fe~eral forts.' but wild, which being 
culuv~ted, n~lght be brought to perfectIon; as for mfrance, cmnamon of good colour, 
but bItter, gmger, long pepper, abundance of mulberry trees for making of filk, which 
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bear leaves all the year, and many other ufeful trees and plants not known in our parts. 
Befides, the Spaniards were informed of many other things relating to their cull:oms, 
whi<;h to me feem to deferve a place in our hifl:ory. To begin with their religion, 
I will here fet down the admiral's own words, writ by himfelf, which are thefe : 

" I could difcover neither idolatry nOlO any other fd:1 among them, though every 
one of their kings, who are very many, as well in Hifpaniola as in all the other Wands 
and continent, has a houfe apart from the town, in which there is nothing at all but 
fame wooden images carved, by them called cemies; nor is there any thing done in 
thofe houfes but what is for the fervice of thofe cemies, they repairing to perform eel". 
tain ceremonies, and pray there, as we do to our churches. In thefe houfes they 
have a handfome round table, made like a diili, on which is fome powder, which they 
lay on the head of the cemies with a certain ceremony; then through a cane that has 
two branches clapped to their nofe, they fnuff up this powder: the vlOrds they fay 
none of our people underll:and. This powder puts them befides themfehes, as if they 
were drunk. They alfo give the image a name, and I believe it is their father's or 
grandfather's, or both; for they have more than one, and fame above ten, all in me
mory of their forefathers, as I faid before. I have heard them commend one above 
another, and have obferved them to have more devotion, and iliow more refpea to one 
than another, as we do in proceffions in time of need; and the people and caciques boall: 
among themfelves of having the bell: cemies. When they go to thefe their cemies 
they iliun the Chrifl:ians, and will not let them go into thofe houfes; and if they fuf
pea they will come, they -take away their cemies, and hide them in the woods for fear 
they iliould be taken from them; and what is moll: ridiculous, they ufe to ll:eal one 
~mothet's cemies. It happened once, that the Chrill:ians on a fudden rufhed into the 
houfe with them, and prefently the cemi cried out, fpeaking in their language, by 
which it appeared to be artificially made; for it being hollow they had applied a trunk 
to it, which anfwered to a dark corner of the houfe covered with boughs and leaves, 
where a man was concealed who fpoke what the cacique ordered him. The Spaniards 
therefore refleCting on what it might be, kicked down the cemi, and found as has been 
faid; and the cacique feeing they had difcovered his praCtice, earnefl:ly begged of them 
not to fpeak of it to his fubjects, or the other Indians, becaufe he kept them in ob,edience 
by that policy. This we may fay has fame refemblance of idolatry, at leall: among thofe 
that are ignorant of their caciques' fraud, fince they believe it is the cemi that fpeaks, and 
all of them in general are impofed upon, and only the cacique and he that combines 
with him abufe their credulity, by which means he draws what tribute he pleafes from 
his people. Moll: of the caciques have three great ll:ones alfo, to which they and their 
people fhew a great devotion. The one they fay helps the torn and all forts of grain; 
the fecond makes women be delivered without pain; and the third procures rain or 
fair weather, according as they frand in need of either. I fent Your Highnefs three 
of thefe ll:ones by Antony de Torres, and have three more to c:lrry along" with me. 
When thefe Indians die, they have feveral ways of performing their obfequies, but the 
manner of burying their caciqu~s is thus: they open and dry him at the fire, that he 
may keep whole. Of others they take only the head, other:.; tbey bury in a ~i"ot or 
den, and lay a calabaili of water and bread on his head; others t1wy burn in the houCe 
where they die, and when they are at the Jall: garp, they fuffer them not to die but 
ll:rangle them; and this is done to cacique~. Others are turned out of the haufe, and 
others put them into a hammock, which is their bed, la}'jll:_~ bread and water by their 
head, never returning to fee them any more. Some that ar2 dang-croufly ill are car
ried to the cacique, who tells them whethcT they arc to be lhallsled or not) and wlut 
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he fays is done. I have taken pains to find out what it is they believe, a.nd whether 
they know what bec~mes o~. the~l aft:r th~y are dead;. efpecially I engUlred of Cau
nabo who was the chlefefl: Kmg m Hlfpamola, a man In years, know~ng, and o~ a 
moft piercing wit. He and the reft an[wered, that they go to a certaIn vale, whIc.h 
every great cacique fuppofes to be in his country, where they affirm they. find theIr 
parents, and all their predeceffors, and that they eat, have :vomen, and. give them
felves up to pleafures and pafHmes, as appears more at l~rge In the followmg account, 
in which I ordered one F. Roman, who underfi:ood theIr language, to fet down all 
their ceremonies and antiquities, though there are fo many fables that nothi~g can be 
made of it, but that they have all fame regard to a future !late, and hold the Immorta
lity of the fou!." 

The Manufcript of F. Roman, concerning the Antiquities of the Indians, .which he, as 
beingjkilled in their Tongue, has carefully gathered by order of the AdmIral. 

I F. Roman, a poor anchorite of the order of St. Jerome, by order of the mof!: 
illuftrious lord admiral, viceroy and governor of the Wands and continent of the In
dies, write what I could hear and learn of the belief and idolatry of the Indians, and 
how they ferve their Gods. Everyone obferves fame particular way and fuperftition 
and worfhipping "idols, which they call cemies. They think there is an immortal 
being, like heaven, invifible, and that has a mother, but has no beginning, and this 
being they call locakuvague Maorocon, and its mother they call Atabei, lermaoguacar, 
Apito and Zuimaco, which are feveral names. Thofe I here write of are the people 
of the iiland Hifpaniola, for I know nothing of the others, having never been in 
them. They alfo know whence they came, the original of the fun and moon, how 
the fea was made, and whither the dead go. And they believe the dead appear to 
them upon the roads when any of them go alone, for when there are a great many to
gether they do not appear to them. All this their ancefi:ors have made them believe, 
for theY' can neither read nor tell beyond ten. 

CHAP. I. - fiVhence the Indians came, and after what lvlanner. 

THERE is a province in Hifpaniola called Caanan, in which there is a mountain 
called Can~a, 'where there are two grots or cave.rns ; .the one .called Cacibagiagua, the 
other Amalauva; moft of the people that firf!: 1l1habIted the liland came out of Caciba
giagua. Thefe being in thofe caverns, kept watch by night, and one Marocael had 
the charge of it, who coming one day t09 late to the door, they fay the fun took him 
away. Seeing therefore that the fun had carried him away for his negleCt, they fhut 
the door againfi: him, and fa he was turned into a ftone near the door. Then they 
fay, that others going a fifhing were taken by the fun, and became trees by them 
called lobi, but otherwife Mirabolans. ' 

The re~fon why Marocael watched and warded, was to obferve whether he would 
fend and difhibute the people, and it appears he ftaid to his own harm. 

CHAP. II. - How the Men parted from the Women. 

IT happened that one G~agugiana b!d another, whofe .name was Giadruvava, go 
and gather an herb called dlgo, wherewith they ~leanfe theIr body when they go to 
wallie He went out before day, the fUll took him by the way, and he became a bird 
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that frngs in the mornipg, like the nightingale, and is called giahuba bagiaci. Guagu
giana perceiving he did not return, whom he had fent to gather digo, refolved to go 
out of the aforefaid grot Cacibagiagua. • 

CHAP. III. 

GUAGUGIANA refolved to go away in a paffion, feeing they did not return 
whom he had fent to gather dig a to walli him, and faid to the women, leave your 
hufbands, and let us go into other countries, and we lliall get jewels enough. Leave 
your children, and let us only carry the herbs along with us, and we will come again 
for them. 

CHAP. IV. 

GUAGUGIANA fet Ollt with all the women, and went to feek another country, 
and came to Matinino, where he immediately left the women, and went into another 
country, called Guanin, having left the children by a brook. Afterwards, whcn 
hunger began to pinch them, they fay they cried, and called their mothers, that were 
gone; and the fathers could not relieve the children, who for hunger, called their 
mothers, faying. " rna, rna," to fpeak, but in truth to beg of the earth. And they 
thus crying and begging of the earth, faying, "too, too," like one that very earneftly 
begs a thing, they were transformed into little creatures like dwarfs, and called 
tona, becaufe of their begging of the earth. And thus all the men were left without 
women. 

CHAP. V. 

THAT there went women again to the faid ifland of Hifpaniola, formerly called 
Aiti, and fa the inhabitants of it ar~ called, and the other iflands called them Bouchi : 
and forafmuch as they have no letters, nor way of writing, they can give no good ac
count how they underftand this ftory of their anceil:ors, and therefore they do not agree 
in what they fay, nor is what they relate to be put into any order. When Guagugiana, 
who carried away all the women went off, he took with him the wives of his cacique, 
whofe name was Anacacugia, deceiving them as he h;J.d done the others. Befides, a 
kinfman of Guagugiana, who followed him, went upon the fea, and Guagugiana 
faid to his kin[man, when he was in the canoe, look what a fine cabo there is in the 
water, which cabo is the fea-fnail, or periwinkle; and he looking down for the cabo, 
Guagugiana his kinfman took him by the feet and threw him into the fea, and fa took 
all the women to himfelf, and left thofe at Matinino, where it is faid there are none 
but women to this day; and he went away to another ifland called GU~ll1in, and it was 
fa called for what he carried to it when he went thither. 

CHAP. VI. 

THAT Guagugianareturned to the fame Canta, whence he had carricd the women: 
they fay that Guagugiana being in that country whither he went, faw he had left a 
woman in the fea, at which he was not pleafed, and looked about where to walli him
felf, being full of thofe blotches we call the French pox. The woman put him into 
a guanara, that is, a by.place) and being there, he was healed of his fores. 
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Afterwards he aIked her leave to go his way, a~d ibe gave i~ him., This woman'~ 
name was Guabonito; and Guagugiana changed hIS name, callmg ~llmfelf fro~ tha~ 
time forwards, Biberoci Guahagiona. And the woman Guab?mto g~ve Biberoci 
Guahaa-iona much Guanine and Cibe, that he might carry them tIed to IllS arms; for 
in thof~ countries, the Colecibi are of ftone, very like marble, and they wear them 
about their 'wrifis and necks' and the Guanini's wear them at their ears, making holes 
in them when they are little,' and they found like fine mettle. They fay, that Guabo
nito, Albeborael, Guahagiona, and the father of Albeborael, were the, firft of. thefe 
Guanini's, Guahagiona ftaid in that country with the father, called Hiauna, hIS fon 
from his father took the name Hia Guaili Guanin, which lignifies fan of Hiauna, and 
from henceforward, was called Guanin, and is fo to this day. And they not knowing 
how to write, cannot give a good account of thefe fables, nor can I write, th:m well ; 
wherefore I believe, I mention the laO: firft and the firft laO:. But all I wrrte IS related 
by them, and fa I deliver it as I had it from the people of the country. 

CHAP. VII. - How Women came again to tbe aforifaid lfland Aiti, now called Hif
paniola. 

THEY fay the men went one day to waib themfehres, and when they were in the 
water it rained much, and they were very de!irous to have women; and that very 
often, when it rained, they had gone to feek out the track of their }¥omen, and could 
find no news of them; but they fay, that as they were wafhing themfelves that day, 
they faw fall down from the trees, as it were f1iding down the branches, the ibape of 
people, which were neither men nor women, nor had the fecret parts of men or 
women, which they went to catch, but they fled as Lwift as if they had been eagles. 
Therefore by order of their cacique, they called two or three men, !ince they them
felves could not catch them, to watch how many there were of them, and find out 

. for each of them a man that was Caracaracoli; for thofe men had rough hands, and 
therefore would hold faft. They told the cacique they were four, and fa they took 
four men that were Caracaracoli, which is a diftemper like the itch, that makes the 
body very rough. When they had taken thofe creatures, they held a council about 
them, how to make them women, !ince they had neither the privities of man or 
woman-. 

CHAP. VIII. - How they found the Way to make Women. 

THEY fought out a bird called turiri, formerly turire cahuvaiI, that IS, a wood
pecker, that makes holes in trees, and takin~ thofe creatures that had neither the 
parts of man nor woman, tied them hands and feet, and bound the [aid bird to their 
body; the which bird taking them to be trees, began to work as it ufes pecking and 
b?ring that part where women's privitie~ . ibould be; and thus fay the ~ntienteft In
dIans, they came to have w.omen: I wntmg in hafte, and not having paper enough, 
COUld. not ~lace every thlDg rightly, but through miftake tranfpofed fame' but 
the mifiake IS not great, for they believe all that is here writ. Let us now ret~rn to 
,,:hat we ibould have [aid firft, that is, their opinion ~oncerning the original and begin-
nmg of the fea. . 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. - How they fay the Sea was made. 

THERE was a man they call Giaia, whofe right name they know not, his fon was 
called Giaiael, that is, Giaia's fan. This Giaiael intending to kill his father, he ba· 
nHhed him, where he remained an outlaw four months; after which his father killed 
him, put his bones into a calaballi, and hung it to the top of his haufe, where it con
tinued fame time. It happened that being defirous to fee his fan, Giaia one day faid to 
his wife, I have a mind to fee our fan Gaiael, and fhe was content. Taking down the 
calabafh, he turned it over to fee his fan's bones, and there came out of it abundance 
of great and fmall fifhes. Perceiving that the bones were turned into fillies, they re
folved to eat them. Now they fay, that one day, when Giaia was gone to his Conichi, 
that is, his lands he had by inheritance, there came four fons of a certain woman, 
called ltiba Tahuvava, all born at one birth; for the faid woman dying in labour, 
they cut her open, and took out the faid fans; and the firft they cut was Cara. 
~aracol, that is, Mangy; which Caracaracol had to name .•..•..• the others had 
no name. 

CHAP. X. 

HOW the four [ons of ltiba Tahuvara, who died in labour, went to take down 
Giaia's -calabafh; ~n which was his fon Giaiael who had been converted into fifh, and 
none of them durft lay hold of it but Dimivan Caracaracol, who unhung it; and they 
all eat their belly full of fifh, but whilft they were eating, they perceived Giaia was 
coming from his efl:ate, and going about in that hurry to hang up the calabafh; they 
did not hang it right, fo that thete ran fo much water from it, as overflowed all the 
country, and with it came out abundance of fiili; and hence they believe the fea had 
its original. Afterwards they went and met with a man whofe name was Cone, and 
he was dumb. 

CHAP. XI. - What happened to the Four Brothers, when they fled from Giaia. 

AS foon as they came to Baifamanaco's door, and found he brought cazzabi, they 
faid, Ahiacavo Gearocoel; that is, let us be acquainted with this grandfire of ours. So 
Demivan Caracare::col, feeing his brothers before him, went in to try whether he could 
get fame cazzabi, which is the bread they eat there. Caracaracol going into the 
houfe of Aiamavaco, alked fame cazzabi of him, which, as has been faid, is bread. 
He clapt his hand on his nore, and threw on him a guanguaio, full of cogioba, which 
he had made that day, and is a fort of powder they take fometimes to purge them, 
and for other purpofes you fhall know hereafter. This they take through a cane half 
a cubit long, one end whereof they put to their nofe, and the other to the powder, 
and fa fnuff it up, which purges them very much. So he gave him that guanguaio 
infl:ead of bread, and leaving what he was about, went away very angry becaufe they 
alked it of him.-After this, Caracaracol returned to his brothers, and told them 
what had happened to him with Baiamanicoel, and the ilroke he gave him on the 
fhoulder with the guanguaio, and that it pained him very much. His brothers looked 
upon his fhoulder, and perceived it was much fwollen, which fwelling increafed fo 
much, that he was like to die. Therefore they endeavoured to cut it open, and could 
.not; but taking an inftrument of frone, they opened it, and out came a live female 
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tortoife' fo they built their haufe, and bred up the tortoife. I underIl:ood no more 
of this ~atter, and what we have writ fignifies but little. They fay .further, that the 
fun and moon came out of a grotto, that is in the country of a cacIque, whofe name 
is Maucia Tiuvel and the grotto is called Giovovava; and they pay a great venera
tion to it, and h~ve painted it all after their fa{hio~, without an~ figure, but leaves 
and the like. In the raid grotto, there were two IIttl~ fione cemles, ab~~t a quar:er 
of a yard long, their hands bound, and they looked a~ If they fweated. 1 hefe cem.les 
they honoured very much; and when they wanted l?Ifl.' they fay they ured ~o ~o vlfit 
them, and they prcfently had it. One of the c,.:mles IS by them called BomaIel, the 
other Maroio. 

CHAP. XII. - Wbat tbeir Opillion is concerllilZg tbe wmzdering of tbe Dead, after what 
lManner tbey are and '<e,bat ibey do. 

THEY hold there is a place to which the dead go, called Coaibai, and lying in a 
part of the Wand kno~n by t~e name of Soraia. !hc, 0rfi th~t :va~ in Co.aib~i, they 
fay was one Machetaune GuaIava, who was lord of tne iald CoalbaI, tne habnatlon and 
dwelling-place of the dead. 

CHAP. XIII. - Of the Figure they qjfzgn the Dead. 

THEY fay they are ihut up in the day, and walk abroad in the night; thatthey feed 
on a certain fruit called guabazza, which tafies like --, that in the day-time they 
are --, and at night were converted into fruit, and that they feafi, and go about 
with the living; and thus it is they know them: they feel their belly, and if they can
not find their navel, they fay they are dead; fOl' they fay the dead have no navel; and 
therefore they are fometimes deceived, when they do not obferve this, and lie with fome 
of the women of Coaibai, whom when they think they have in their arms, they have 
none, becaufe they vanifh of a fudden. This they Hill believe as to this affair. Whilfi a 
man is living, they call the foul goeiz, and when dead opia, which goeiz they fay often 
appears to them, as well in the fhape of a man as of a woman·; and they fay there 
have been men that would fight with it, and when they came to clofe it vanifhed, and 
the man clapped his ~mns elfewhere about fome tree, to which he clung fafi. This 
they believe all in general, great and fmall, and that it appears to them in the ihape of 
their father, mother, brother, kindred, or any other. The fruit they fay the dead feed 
on is about the bigne[s of a quince. The dead do not appear to them in the day-time, 
but always at night; and therefore if anyone ventures to go abroad at night, it is 
with great fear. 

CHAP. XIV. - Whence they ha-ve this, and who makes them hold Juch an Opinion • 

. THERE is a fort of men among them called 1.3ohutis, who ha~e many juggling 
tncks, as we ihall fay hel'eafter, to make them belIeve they talk WIth the dead that 
:hey know all their aCti,ons and fecrets, d.:ld when they are fick, cure them. Thu; they 
l~pofe upon them, whIch I have feen WIth my own eyes; though as to the other par
tIculars. I relate only what I have heard f~om many of them, efpecially the principal 
men, wlth whom I converfed more than WIth others; for thefe believe fuch fables more 
firmly than the others, for they have all their fuperfiition sreduced into old fongs and 
are direCted by them, as the Moors are by the Alcoran. When they fing there fangs 
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they play upon an infirument called maiohavan, made of wood, hollow, firong, yet 
very thin, and as long as a man's arm; that part where they play on it is made like a 
fmith's tongs, and the other end like a club, fa that it looks like a calabafh with a long 
neck. This infl:rument they play on, and is fa loud, that it is heard a league and a 
half off; and to that mufic they fing thofe fangs they have got by heart. The chief 
men play on it, who learn it from their infancy, and fa fing to it according to their 
cuftom. Let us now proceed to fpeak of many other ceremonies and cufl:oms of thefe 
Gentiles. 

CHAP. XV. - Of the Olfcrvations of the Indian Buhuitihus; how they profifs Phyfic, 
teach tbe People, and are often decei'ved in tbeir Cures. 

ALL, or mofl: of the people of the Wand of Hifpaniola have abundance of cemies 
of feveral forts: fame have their father, mother, kindred and predeceffors; fame fi. 
gures cut in ftone and wood, and many of both forts, fame that fpeak, others that 
caufe things to grow, fame that eat, and others that caufe rain, and others that make 
the wind blow; which things thofe ignorant people, believe the idols perform, or rather 
thofe devils, they having no knowledge of our holy faith. When anyone is fick 
they bring him to buhuitihu, that is, as was faid above, the phyfician. The doaor is 
obliged to be dieted as the fick man is, and to look like him, which is done thus: he 
is to purge himfelf as the fick man does, which is done by fnuffing a certain powder, 
called cohoba, up his nofe, which makes him drunk, that he kno\vs not what he does, 
and fa fays many extravagant things which they affirm is talking with the cemies, and 
that they tell them how the ficknefs came. 

CHAP. XVI. - What theft Buhuitihus do. 

WHEN they go to vifit any fick body, before they fet out from their houfe, they 
take the foot off a pot, or pounded charcoal, and black all their face, to make the 
fick man believe what they pleafe concerning his diftemper. Then they take 
fame fmall bones, and a little flefh, and wrapping them all up in fomething that they 
may not drop, put them in their mouth, the fick man being before purged with the 
powd.er aforefaid. When the phyfician is come into the fick man's haufe, he fits down, 
and all per[ons are filent; and if there are any children, they put them out, that they 
may not hinder the Buhuitihu in performing his office; nor does there remain in the 
houfe any but one or two of the chief perfons: being thus by themfelves, they take 
fome of the herb gioia broad, and another herb, wrapped up in the web of 
an onion half a quarter long; one of the gioias and the othel" they hold, and drawing 
it in their hands they bruife it into a pafl:e, and then put it in their mouths to vomit 
what they have eaten, that it may not hurt them; then prefently begins their fang, 
and lighting a torch, take the juice. This done, having fl:ayed a little, the buhuitihu 
rifes up, and goes towards the fiek man, who fits all alone in the middle of the houfe, 
as has been faid, and turns him twice about, as he thinks fit; then fl::ands before him, 
takes him by the legs, and feels his thighs, defcending by degrees to his feet; then draws 
hard, as if he would pull fomething off; then he goes to the door, fhuts it, and fays, 
Begone to the mountain, or to the fea, or whither thou wilt; and giving a bJafl::, as if 
he blowed fomething away, turns about, claps his hands together, {huts his mOllth, 
his hands quake as if he were cold, he blows on his hands, and then draws in his blaJ1: 
as if fucking the marrow of a bone, rucks the fick man's neck, ftomach, fhouluers, 
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jaws, breafr, belly, and feveral other parts of ~is body. This done they begin to cough, 
and make faces, as if they had eaten fome bItter thmg, and the doctor pulls out that 
we faid he put into his mouth at home, or by the way, whether frone, fie.{h, or bone, 
as above. If it is any thing eatable, he fays to the fick man, " Take ?~tIce, you have 
eaten fomething that has caufe~ th.is difremper; fee how I. have taken It ?ut of y~ur 
body; for your cemi ~ad ~ut It mto you becauf~,You ~Id not pray to hIm, o~ buIld 
him fome temple, or gIVe hIm fome of your goods. If It be a fione, he fays, Keep 
it fafe." Sometimes they take it for certain, that thofe frones are goo~ and help wo
men in labour; wherefore they keep them very carefully wrapped up m cotton, put
ting them into little balkets, giving them fuch as they have themfelves to eat, and the 
fame they do to the cemies they have in their houfes. Upo?, any folemn ?ay, w?en 
they provide much to eat, whether fifh, flefh, or any other thmg, they put It all mto 
the houfe of the cemies, that the idol may feed on it. The next day. they carryall 
home, after thecemi has eaten. And fo God help them: as the ceml eats of that, 
or any other thing, they being inanimate frocks or fio~es. 

CHAP. XVII. - How the afore/aid Phyjicians have been jometimes deceived. 

W'FIEN they have done as has been faid, and yet the patient dies, if the dead man 
has mamy friends, or was lord ofa territory, and can oppofe the faid buhuitihu, that is 
phyfician, for mean people dare not contend with them, he that would do him harm 
does it thus: when they would know whether the patient died through the phyfician's 
fault, or whether he did not obferve what was prefcribed; they take an herb, called 
gueio, whofe leaves are like balil, thick and broad, being called by another name, za
chon; they take the juice of this leaf, pare the dead man's nails, and cut off the hair 
on his forehead, which they powder between two ftones, and mix with the aforefaid 
juice of the herb, and pour it down the dead man's throat, or noftrils, and [0 doing, 
alk him, whether the phyfician was the occaGon of his death? and whether he obferved 
order? this they alk feveral times, till he fpeaks as plain as if he were alive; [0 that 
:he anfwers to all they afk of him, faying, the buhuirihu did not obferve order, or was 
the caufe of his death; and they fay, the phyfici2n afks him whether he is alive, and 
how he comes to talk fo plain; and he anfwcrs h~ is dead. \iVhen they have known 
what they defire of him, they return him to his grave, whence they took him to 
make this enquiry. They ufe anothel' method to know what they defired: they take 
the dead body and make a great fire, like that ufed for making of charcoal, and when 
the wood is turned into a live coal, they throw the body into that violent fire, and 
co:,er it with earth, as the co.lliers do the c?als, where they let it lie as long as they 
thmk fit, and·there alk quefhons, as was fald before; who anfwers, he knows nothing. 
This they <ilk ten times, and then he fpeaks no more. They aik, whether he is dead, 
but he fpeaks only thofe ten times. 

CHAP. XVIII. -How the Kindred of the Party departed revenge thenifelves, when 
they have got an AnJwer by means of tbe Drench. 

TI:I~ dead man~s kind~ecl. g~t together upor: a day appointed, wait for the aforefaid 
:buhUltIhu, and baftmadohm~, tIll they break his legs, arms, and head, fo that he is all 
.battered, and fo they lea~e hlm for dead. At night, they fay, there come abundance of 
-fnakes of feveral forts, whlte, black, green, and of feveral other colours which lick the faid 
,phyfician'sJace, and all his body, fo left as has been faid, and rem;ins in thac ll1alIDer 
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two or three days. Whilfr he is thus, they fay the bones of his legs and arms knit 
together again, he gets up, and walks fair and foftly towards his houfe, a~d they that 
faw him aik the quefrion of him, were not you dead? he anfwers, the cemles came to 
his affiflance in the {har.e of fnakes. The dead man's kindred, in a rage, becaufe they 
thought they had revenged their relation's death, feeing ~im alive, grow ~efpera~e, 
and endeavour to lay hold of him to put him to death; and If they can catch hIm ag~1l1, 
they put out his eyes, and bruife his tefricles; for they fay none of thefe phyficlans 
can die, though never fo much bafrinadoed, if they do not cut out his tefticles. 

How they know 'u.Ji;at they difzre oj him they burn, and how they take their revenge. 

When they uncover the fire, the fmoke that comes from it, rifes till they lofe fight 
(')f it, and makes a noife, as it breaks out: then it turns down again, and goes into 
the houfe of the buhuitihu, or phyfician: and'that very moment, he that did not ob
ferve order, falls fick, is covered with fores, and all the ikin of his body flays off; and 
this they take for a fign that he did not do his duty, and therefore the patient died; 
for which reafon they endeavour to kill him, as was faid in the other cafe. Thefe are 
the forceries they ufe. 

CHAP. XIX: - How they make and keep their wooden andflone Cemies. 

THOSE of wood are made thus: when anyone is travelling he fays he fees fome 
tree that {hakes its root; the man, in a great fright, fiops, and aiks who he is; it an. 
fwers my name is Buhuitihu, and he will inform you who I am. The man repairing 
to the faid phyfician, tells him what he has feen. The wizard, or conjurer, runs im
mediately to fee the tree the other has told him of, fits down by it and makes it cogioba, 
as was faid above in the fiory of the four brothers. The cogioba being made, he fiands 
up, gives it all its titles, as if it were fome great lord, and aiks of it, " Tell me who 
you are, what you do here, what you will have with me, and why you fend for me? 
Tell me whether you will have me cut you, whether you will go along with me, and 
how you will have me carry you; and I will build you a houfe and endow it." Im
mediately that tree, or cemi, becomes an idol, or devil, anfwers, telling how he will 
have him do it. He cuts it into fuch a iliape as· he is direCted,.builds his houfe, and 
endows it; and makes cogioba for it feveral times in the year; which cogioba is to 
pray to it, to pleafe it, to aik and know of the faid cemi, what good or evil is to happen, 
and to beg wealth of it,. When they would know whether they fhall be viCtorious 
over their enemies, they go into a houfe, whither none but the chief men are admitted. 
The lord of them is the firfr that begins to make the cogioba, and to make a noife ; 
whilfi he does it, none of the company fpeaking till he has done. His prayer being 
ended, he fiands awhile with his head turned about, and his arms on his knees; then 
he lifts up his head, and looks towards heaven, and fpeaks. Then they all anfwer him 
with a loud voice, and when thE?Y have all [poke, giving thanks, he tells the vifion he 
faw. being made drunk with the cogioba he fnuffed up his nofe, which flies into his 
head: he fays, he has talked with the cemi, and fllall obtain viCtory, or that his ene
mies {hall fiy, or that there {hall be a great mortality, or. 'oval', or famine, or rome 
fuch thing as occurs to him in his drunken fit. 

Confider, what a condition their brains are in; for they fay the houfes feem to them 
to be turned topfy turvy, and that the men go upon their heads. This cogioba they 
make for frone and wooden cemies, as well as for the dead bodies, as ha3 been faid 
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above. The fione cemies are of feveral forts: fome there are, which, they fay, the 
phyficians take out of the body of the fick, and thofe the~ look upon as t.he ben: to 
help women in labour. Others there are that fpeak, whIch ar~ thaped lIke ~ long 
turnip, with the leaves long and extended, like the thrub beanng capers: fh,ofe 
leaves for the moil: part are like thofe of the elm. Others. have th:ee po~nts~ and 
they think they caufe the giuca to thrive. Their roots are like a radith. 1 he leaves 
of giuca have at leail: fix or feven points; nor do I know what to compare .then:- to, 
for I have feen nothing like it in Spain ~r eIFe:vhere. Th~ il:em?f the gmca l~ as 
high as a man. Let us now fpeak of theIr opmlOns concermng the Idols and cemles, 
and how they are deceived by them. 

CHAP. XX. - Of the COlli, Bllgid, and Aiba. 

THEY fay in the time of the wars he was burnt, and afterwards being walhed with 
the juice of giuca, his arms grew out again, hi.s b~dy fpre~d, and h~ recovered his 
eyes. The giuca was fmall, and they wafhed It WIth the aoove-mentlOned water and 
juice to make it grow bigger, and they affirm it made thofe fick who had made the faid 
cemi, becaufe they had not brought it to Giuca to eat. This cemi was called Baidrama, 
and when anyone fell fick, they called the buhuitihu, and afked him whence the dif. 
temper proceeded: he anfwered, Baidrama had fent it, becaufe they had not fent him 
to eat by thofe that' had charge of his houfe. This the buhuitihu faid, the cemi Bai. 
drama had told him. 

CHAP. XXI. - Of Guamorcte's Cenll. 

THEY fay that when they built the houfe of Guamorete, who was a man of note, 
they put into it a cemi that was on the top of his other haufe, which cemi was called 
Corocofe; and when they had wars among themfelve, Guamorete's enemies burnt the 
houfe in which this cemi Corocofe was. They fay he prefently got up, and went a 
bow-thot from that place, near to a water. They further fay, that \vhen he was on 
the top of the houfe, he would come down and lie with the women. That afterwards 
Camorefe died, and the cemi fell into the hands of another cacique, and f!:ill conti
nued to lie with the women: and moreover, that he had two crowns grew on his head; 
for which reafon they faid, fince fuch a one has two crowns, he is certainly Corocofe's 
fan; and this they looked upon as moil: certain. This cemi came afterwards to an· 
o'ther cacique, called Guatabanex, and his country is called Giacoba. 

I 

CHAP. XXII. - Of another COlli, called Opigie/guoviran, which belonged to a great Man 
whofe Name was Cavavaniova, who bad many SubjeDs. 

THIS cemi OpigieIguoviran, they fay, has four feet like a dog's, and is made of 
wood, and that he would often at night go out of the houfe into the woods whither 
they went to feek him out, and when brought home again, they bound him with cords, 
yet he would go away to the woods. They fay that when the Chriil:ians came to the 
iiland of Hifpaniola he broke. loofe and went into a morafs, whither they followed him 
by the track, but never faw hIm fince, nor know any thing of him. As I received this, 
fa I deliver it. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. - Of another Cemi, called Guabancex. 

THIS cemi Guabencex was in the country of a great cacique, whofe name was 
Aumatex; and they fay, it is a woman cemi, and has two others with it; one a crier~ 
the other gatherer, or governor of the waters. When Guabancex is angry, they fay, 
it raifes the winds and waters, overthrows houfes, and {hakes the trees. This cemi 
they fay, is a female, and made of flones of that country. The other two cemies that 
are with it, are called, one of them Guatauva, and is a crier, that ,by order of Gua~ 
bancex, makes proclamation for all the other cemies of that province to help to raife 
a high wind, and caufe much rain. The other is, Coatrifchie, who they fay, gathers 
the waters in the vallies among the mountains, and then lets them loofe to dearoy th~ 
country. This they believe as moll certain. 

CHAP. XXIV. - Their belief of anotber Cemi, called Faraguvaol. 

THIS cemi belongs to a principal cacique of the ifland of Hifpaniola, is an idol, 
has feveral names, and was found as you ihall now hear. They fay, that on a certain 
day in pafl times, before the ifland was difcovered, they know not how long lince, 
being abroad a hunting, they found a certain creature; they ran back, and that got 
into a ditch; looking into it, they faw a beam, which looked like a thing that had life 
in it. The huntfman feeing it, ran to his lord, who was a cacique, and father to Gua
raionel, telling him what he had feen. They went thither, and found the thing as 
the huntfman had given information, and taking that log, they built a houfe to it. 
They fay it went out of that honfe feveral times, and returned to the place whence 
they brought it, not exaaly to the fame fpot, but near it; for the aforefaid lord, and 
his fon Guaraionel, ordering it to be fought out, found it hid; and that another time 
they bound and put it in a fack, and yet bound as it was, it went away as before. 
Thofe ignorant people look lipan this as undoubted truth. 

CHAP. XXV. - Of thqfe Tbings they affirm were reported by two principal Caciques 
of the ijland Hijpanio/a; one of them called Cazziva, father to the ajorifaid Gua~ 
raionel; the other Gamanacoei. 

THAT great lord, who, they fay, is in heaven, at the beginning of the book, 
is this Cazziva, who kept a fort of abfl:inence here, which all of them generally per
form; for they ihut themfelves up fix or feven days, without taking any fuflenance 
but the juice of herbs, with which they alfo waih themfelves. After this time they 
begin to eat fomething that is nouriihing. During the time they have been without 
eating, weaknefs makes them fay, they have feen fomething they earneflly defired, for 
they all perform that abflinence in honour of the cemies, to know whether they ihall 
obtain viCtory over their enemies, or to acquire wealth, or any other thing they defire. 
They fay, this cacique affirmed he had fpoke with Giocauvaghama, who told him, that 
whofoever furvived him, would not long enjoy his power, becaufe they ihould fee a 
people clad in their country, who would rule over, and kill them, and they ihould 
die for hunger. They thought at firfl, thefe ihould be the canibals, but afterward:o 
confidering, that they only plundered and fled, they believed it was fome other peo1)le 
the cemi fpoke of; and now they believe it is the admiral and thofe that came \\~ith 
him. Now I will give an account of what I faw and knew, when F. Roman, a poor 
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an.chorite went to the province Madalena, to a fort built by D. ChriH?pher COIOl~, 
admiral, ~iceroy, and governor of the iilands and continent of the !ndIes, [or theIr 
majefiies King FerdInand and Queen.lfaJ;>el. I being ~ that fort, WIt~ ArrIaga, ap
pointed governor of it by the aforefald vIce~oy D .. Chr~fio'pher Colon, It pleafed ~od 
,to give the light of his faith to a whole famIly of III prmclpled peop~e of that pro.vmce 
of Madalena, which province was caEed Maroris, and the lord of It Gu~vaouvIOnel, 
that is, fan of Guavaenechin. In the faid houfe are his fervants, and. retamers, whofe 
furname is Giahuvavariu, and were in all fixteen perfons, all relatI?ns, and among 
them five brothers. Of thefe one died, and the other four were bapuzed; and I be
lieve, they died martyrs, for fo it appeared by ~he manner of their deat.h and their con
fiancy. The firfi that received baptifm was an Indian called GuatIcava, afterwards 
10hn. This was the firfi Chrifiian that fuffered a cruel death, and to me he feems to 
have died a martyr; for I have heard from fame that were by when he ~ied, t?at he 
faid, Dio aboridacha, Dio aboridacha, that is, I am God's fervant. So dIed hIS br~
ther Anthonv, and another with him, faying the fame \vords. All the people of thIS 
houfe attend~d me, to do whatfoever.I pleafed. Such as are left alive at this day, ~re 
now Chrifiians, by means of D. Chrifiopher Colon, viceroy and governor of the IndIes, 
and by the grace of God they are very numerous at prefent. 

Let us now fay what happened in the province of Madalena. When I \\as there, 
the aforefaid lord admiral came to the ailifiance of Arriaga and fame Chriftians, be
fieged by the fubjeB:s of a principal cacique, called Caovalto. The admiral told me, 
that the language of the province Madalena Maroris waS different from the refi, and 
not underfiood in all parts of the country; and therefore bid me go and refide with 
another principal cacique, called Guarionex, lord of many fubjeCts, whofe language 
was underfiood all over the iiland. In obedience to his orders, I went to refide with 
the faid Guarionex. True it is, I faid to D. Chriftopher Colon, my lord, why will 
you have me go to live with Guarionex, when I know no language but that of Ma
roris? Be pleafed to gi.e leave that one of thofe Nohuircis, (who were afterwards 
Chriftians, and knew both the languages) may go along with me; which he granted, 
and bid me carry whom I pleafed; and it pleafed God to give me for a companion, 
the beft of the Indians, and who was beft inftruB:ed in the Catholic faith; and after-

'wards took him from me; God be praifed who gave and took him away; for in
deed, I looked upon him as a good child and a brother; a.-'1d it was that Guaica
vanu, who was afterwards a Chriftian, and called John. What happened to us there 
I iliall not relate, and how I and Guaicavanu went to Ifabella, where we waited for the 
admiral, till he returned from the relief of Madalena. As foon as he came, we went 
wh~re he had .ordered, with one John de Aguada, who had the command of a fort, 
whIch D; ,Chnfto~her Colon had built, half a league from the place where we were to 
refide. I he ~dmlral comI11a~de~ the faid John de Agt~ada to allow us fuch provifions 
as t.here were til the fort, whIch IS called the ConceptIOn. We continued with that 
caC1qu~, ~uarionex, almoft two years, inftruB:ing him in our faith, and the manners 
of Chnfh'lI~s. At fi~ft. he al?pe~red well inclined, and gave fome hopes of complying 
and beco~ll:g a Chnftlan, J;>lddmg us teach him the Lord's prayer, the creed, and all 
other. Chnlban prayers, wh~ch ma!1Y in his houfe learnt; and he faid his prayers ever1 
~ornmg;, and caufed all hIS famIly to do fo twice a day; yet afterwards he fell off 
rrom hIS good purpofe~ through t~e. fault of fome of the principal men of that 
count~y, who blamed hun for fubmlttmg to the law of Chrift, fince the Chriftians 
v.:ere 11.1 men, and d,rove then: out of their country by force. Therefore they ad
vlfed 111m never to mmd any thmg that belonged to the Chrifiians; but that he fhould 
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Jam and ccmfpire with them for their defrruction, becaufe they could not fatisfy 
them, and were refolved to fubmit no longer. Thus he fell off from his good 
beginning, and we perceiving he neglected what he had learnt, refolved to depart 
thence, and go where we might be more fuccefsful in infrructing the Indians in the 
faith. We therefore went away to another principal cacique, who {hewed a favour
able inclination, faying, he would be a Chrifrian; his name was Maviatue. 

Accordingly we fet out to go to the faid Maviatue's country; I F. Roman Pane, 
poor anchorite, and F. John Borgognon of the order of St. Francis, and John Mat. 
thew the firfr that was baptized in Hifpaniola. 

The fecond day after we fet out from the town and habitation of Guarionex, to go 
to the other cacique, called Maviatue; we found Guarionex's people building a houCe 
near the houfe of prayer, where we left fame pictures for the catecumens, to kneel 
and pray before them. Thefe were the mother, brothers, and kindred, of the afore. 
faid John Matthew, the firfr Chriftian; afterwards feven more joined them, and at laft 
all the family became Chrifrians, and perfevered in the faith; fa that all the afore· 
faid family was left to keep that houfe of prayer, and fame lands I had caufed to 
be tilled. They being fa left to keep the haufe, two days after we were gone to
wards the aforefaid Maviatue, fix men went to the aforefaid houfe of prayer, left 
in the cufrody of the feven catecumens, and by order of Guarionex, told them, 
they {hould take thofe pictures, left by F. Roman, and defrroy them, fince he and 
his companion were gone, and they knew not what was become of them. Thefe 
fix fervants of Guarionex found fix children keeping the houfe of prayer, who 
being fa inftructed, faid, they {hould not come in; but they went in by force, took 
the pictures, and carried them away. 

CHAP. XXVI. - What became of the PiElures, and a Miraclt God wrought to Jhew 
his Power. 

THESE men being gone out of the haufe, threw the pictures down, covered 
them with earth, and piffed upon them, faying, now you will yield much fruit. This 
they faid, becaufe they buried them in a field that was fawn, faying, what grew there 
w,ould be good; but this they did in fcorn. The children that were keeping the 
houfe by order of the catecumens, feeing this, they ran to their friends who were 
upon their lands, and told them, that Guarionex's men had abufed and fcorned the 
pictures; which they underfranding, left what they were about, and ran crying out to 
give an account of it to D. Bartholomew Colon, who was then gmz:ernor, his brother 
being gone into Spain. He, as lieutenant to the viceroy, proceeded againfr the of
fenders, and having convicted Ihem publickly, burnt them. This did not deter 
Guarionex and his fubjects, from their defign of murdering all the Chrifrians on the 
day when they were to bring in their tribute; but the confpiracy was difcovered, and 
they apprehended on the fame day they were to put it in execution. Still they held 
on their refolution, and accordingly killed four Spaniards, befides John Matthew and 
his brother Anthony, who had been baptized; and running where they had hid the 
pictures, tore them in pieces. Some days after, the owner of that field went to dig 
up his agi's, which are certain roots like turnips, and fame like radifhes; and in the 
place where the pictures had been buried, two or three agi's were grown in the {hape 
of a crofs, as if they had been fl-uck one through another; nor could any man find 
this crofs, but only the mother of Guarionex, who was the worfr woman I knew in 
thofe parts, who looked· upon this as a great miracle, and faid to the commander of 
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ihe fort of the Conception, this miracle has been fhewn by God, where the images 
were found: God knows to what end. . 

Let us now aive an account, how they were converted that firfi: became Chrif
tians, and how ~1Uch will be r~quifite to conv.ert them all. To fay th: truth, t~at 
Wand ftands in much need of people to pumfh the lords, whel~ they wIll not. fuff~r 
tL,ir people to be inftrllEl:~d ~n the fai~h: for they have nothmg to fay agamfi: .It, 
which I can with truth nUllltam, becaufe It has coft me much labour to know It; 
as I am fatisfied may be gathered by what has been faid hitherto; and a word to the 
wife is enough. . .. . 

The firft Chriitians were thofe we have beforementlOned m the Ifland of HIfpa-
niola that is Gianauvariu, in whofe houfe there were feventeen perfons who all be
cam: Chrifi:~,~ns, only giving them to underftand,. that there is one God, who has 
made all thma-s, and created heaven and earth, wIthout any further arguments or 
controverfy; fur they were eafy of belief. Vlith others there mufi: be force and in
(l"enuity ufed, for all of them are not alike; forafi11Uch, as if thofe had a good be. 
ginnina- and a better end, they were none of thofe others that begin well, and then 
fall off from what has been taught them; and therefore there is need of force and 
puniihment. ' 

The firfi: that received baptifm in the iiland Hifpaniola, was John Matthew, who was 
baptized on the feaft of Qt. Matthew the evangelift, in the year 1496, and after him 
all his family; where were many Chriftians, and a greater progrefs had been made, 
had they been inftructed in the faith, and the Spaniards been in a condition to keep 
them under. And if anyone fhould aik, why I make this fa eafy a matter? I fay, 
it is becaufe I know it by experience, efpecially in the perfon of a principal cacique, 
called Mahuviativire, who has continued now for three years in his good purpofe, fay
ing, he will be a Chriftian, and have but one wife; for they ufed to have two or 
three, and the great men twenty five or thirty. This is what I could learn and find 
out as to thE' cuftoms and ceremonies of the Indians of Hifpaniola, with all the 
pains I have taken; wherein I expect no fpiritual nor temporal advantage. May it 
pleafe our Lord, if tl:tis turns to his honour and fervice, to give me his a-race 
to perfevere; and if it mutt fall out otherwife, may he deprive me of my u~der
ftanding. 

The End if the Work if the poor Anchorite Roman Pane. 

CHAP. LXIII. - How the Admiral returned to Spain to give their Majijties an Account 
if the Condition he left the !/land in. 

T? ret~rn to the main fubje0: of our hii~ory; I fay, the admiral having brought 
the If1and mto a peaceable condItlon, and bUllt the town of Ifabella, befides three 
~orts ab?ut. the ~ountry, he refolved to return into Spain, to acquaint their Catho
l~ck MaJeftIes WIth feveral ll1a~t?rs he thought convenient for their fervice; but par
tKula:ly bec~ufe ?f many. l11ah~lOUS i1a!l~erers, who t~rough envy ceafed not to give 
t~e kmg a blfe mfo~'matlOn 0., the affaIrs of the IndIes, to the great prejudice and 
dlihonour of the admIral and hIS brothers. For thefe reafons he went on board on 
Thurfday the loth of March 1496, wit? 225 Spaniards and 30 Indians, failed from 
Ifabella about break of day, and turned It along the coaft with two caravals one called 
Santa Cruz, the other Nina, the fame he went in to difcover the iiland of Cuba. On 
Tuefday the 22d of March he loft fight of the eaft point of Hifpaniola, holding on 
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his courfe eafl:ward as the wind would permit. But the wind for the moH: part con
tinuing at eafl:, on the 6th of April, finding his provifions fell iliort, and his men 
were w2ary and difcouraged, he fell off towards the fouth to the Carib bee i:flands, 
and came up with them in three days, anchoring at Marigalante on Saturday the 9th 
of April. The next day, though it was not his cufl:om to weigh anchor on a Sunday, 
when in any port, he fet fail, becaufe his men muttered, faying, when they were to 
feek their bread, they needed not fo fl:riaIy obferve Jays. So he anchored at the 
i:fland Guadaloupe, and fending the boats well-mann~d ailiore, before they came 
to land, abundance of women came out of a wood, WIth bows and arrows and fea
thers, as if they would defend their ifland. For this reafon, and becaufe the fea ran 
fomewhat high, thofe in the boats kept aloof, and fent two Indian women, they 
brought from Hifpaniola, afuore fwimming, of whom thofe other women particularly 
inquired concerning the Chrifl:ians; and underfl:anding they only defired provifions 
in exchange for fuch things as they had, bid them go with their fuips to the north
fide, where their hufbands were, who would furniih them with what they wanted. 
The fuips failing dofe under the Jhore, faw abundance of people come down to the 
ihore with bows and arrows, who let fly upon our men with great cries, though 
in vain, for their arrows fell 111ort. But perceiving the boats full uf men were going 
aihore, the Indians went back into an ambuih, and when our men drew ne,lr, came 
out to hinder their landing, till being frighted with the cannon fired at them from 
the ihips, they fled to the wood, leaving their houfes and goods, where the Chrif
tians took and defl:royed all they found. Being acquainted with the way of making 
bread, they fell to work, and made enough to fupply their want. Among other 
things they found in the houfes, there were great parrots, honey, wax and iron, 
whereof they had hatchets to cut, and looms like thofe for tapefl:ry-work, in which 
they weave their tents. Their houfes were [quare, and not rouud, as is ufual in the 
other iflancis. In one of them was found the arm of a man roafl:ing upon a fpit. 
vVhilfl: the bread was making, the admiral fent forty men up the country, to learn 
fomething of it; who the next day returned with ten women and three boys, the refl: 
of the people being fled. Among thefe women, was the wife of a cacique, whom a 
Canaryman, that was very nimble, had much difficulty to overtake; and {he h~d got 
from him, but that feeing him alone, ihe thought to take him, and dofing ilie got 
him down, and had fiifled him, but that others came in to his affifl:ance. Thefe wo
men's legs are fwathed with cotton from the anele to the knee, that they may look 
thick, which ornament they call coiro, and look upon it as very genteel; and they 
gird fo hard, that if ,it happen to flip ofF the leg, that part appears very thin. The 
fame both men and women ufe in Jamaica, who fwathe their arms up to the arm-pits, 
that is, about the fmallefl: parts like the old fafhioned :fleeves ufed among us. Thefe 
women are alfo excernve fat, and there were fome thicker than a man could grafp. As 
ioon as children can fl:and upon their legs and walk, they give them a bow, that 
they may learn to ilioot; and they all wear their hair long and loofe upon their 
i11oulclcrs, nor do they cover any part of the body. That lady they took, faid, the 
iilanJ was only inhabited by women, and that thofe who would have hindered the men 
landing were women, except only four men, who were there accidentally from an
other iihnd i for at a certain time in the year they come to fport, and lie with 
them. The fame ','ias obferved by the women of another ifland, called Matrimonio, of 
whom ihe gave the fame account we read of the Amazons; and the admiral believed 
it by what he faw among thofe women, and becaufe of the courage and fl:rength that 
appeared in them. They alfo fay, thofe women feem to be endowed with clearer 
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underftandings than thofe of the other iflands; for in other places they only reckon 
the day by the fun, and the night by the. m~on; whereas theft; women reck.o~ed. by 
other fiars, faying, when the Charles WaIn fifes, or fuch a fiar IS north, then It IS tIme 
to do fo and fo. 

CHAP. LXIV. - The Admiral Jails from the !Jland Guadaloupe for Spain. 

WHEN they had made provifior; of b:ead for twenty days,. befides what. t~ey had 
aboard the admiral refolved to contInue hIs voyage towards Spam; but perCeIVIng that 
ifland ~as an inlet to the others, he thought fit firft to fatisfy thofe women with fome 
gifts, in fatisfaCtion for the lofs they had fuftained, and therefore fent them all afhore, 
except the chief lady, who chofe to go into Spain with her daughter, ~mong the ot~er 
Indians of the ifland Hifpaniola, one of whom was Cuonabo, who, I~ has ?een fald, 
was the chief man in all the Wand, and that becaufe he was not a Iiatlve of It, but of 
the Caribbees, and therefore that lady was content to go into Spain with the admiral. 
He having furnifhed himfelf with bread, wood, and water, fet fail on Wednefday the 
20th of April from Guadaloupe, with the wind very fcant, keeping near the latitude of 
22 degrees; for at that time they had not found out the method of running away north 
to meet the fauth-weft winds. 

Having made but little way, and the fhips being full of people, on the 20th of May, 
they all began to be much affliCted for want of provifions, which was fo great, that they 
had but fix ounces of bread a day for each, and le[s than a pint of water, with
out any thing elfe. And though there were eight or nine pilots; in thofe two fhips, yet 
none of them knew where they were; but the admiral was confident they were but a 
little weft of the Azores, whereof he gives an account in his journal thus. 

This morning the Dutch compaffes varied, as they ufed to do, a point; and thofe 
of Genoa, that ufed to agree with them, varied but a very little, but afterwards failing 
eaft vary more, which is a fign we are one hundred leagues, or fomewhat more, wefi 
of the Azores; for when we were juft one hundred, there were but a few fcattered 
weeds in the fea; and the Dutch needles' varied a point, thofe of Genoa cutting the 
north point; and when we are fomewhat farther eaft-north-eafl:, they will alter again; 
which was verified on Sunday following, being the 22d of May; by which, and the 
exaCtnefs of his account, he found he was one hundred leagues from the Wands Azores, 
which he was furprized at, and afiigned this difFerence to the feveral forts of load-fiones 
the needles are made by; for till they come juft to that longitude, they all varied a 
point, and there fame held it; and thofe of Genoa exaCtly cut the north-fiar. The 
fame was yet farther demonfl:rated the next day, being the 24th of May. Thus con
tinuing their voyage~ though all the I:ilots went like .blind men, on Wednefday the 8th 
of June, they came m fight of Odenma, between Lrfbon and Cape St. Vincent all the 
pilots for feveral days having fl:ill made for the land, except the admiral .:vho the 
night befo~e flacked ?is fails for fear of land, faying, he di~ fa becaufe they ~vere near 
cape St. Vmcent, whICh all laughed at; ~ome of them affirmmg they were in the Englifh 
channel, and thofe that erred leaft, fald, they were on the coafl: of Gallicia and 
therefore ought .not t~ take in any fail, it being better to die afhor~ than fiarve mif~rably 
at fea, the fcarClty bemg fo great, that there were many, who, hke the canibals were 
for eating the Indians they had aboard; and others, to fave the little provifion the~e was 
left, . were for thro~ing the~ overboard; ~hich they would have done, had not the 
admIral ufed all hIS authonty to prevent It, confidering they were human creatures 
and therefore ought not to be worfe ufed than the refi; and fo it pleafed God to reward 
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him with the fight of land next morning, as he had promifed them all, for which 
reafon he was afterwards looked upon by the feamen as mof1: expert, and almofr pro
phetical in fea affairs. 

CHAP. LXV. - How the Admiral went to Court, and their Catholick Majeflies Jet 
him out again for the Indies. 

THE admiral being landed in Spain, began to prepare for his journey to Burgos, 
where he was favourably received by Their Catholic Majefl:ies, who were there cele
brating the nuptials of Prince John their fon, who married Margaret of Auf1:ria, 
daughter to Maximilian the Emperor, who was conduCted into Spain,. and received by 
mof1: of the nobility, and the greatef1: appearance of perfons of quality that had ever 
been feen together in Spain. But though I was prefent as page to Prince John, I ihall 
not mention the particulars of this folemnity, as well becaufe it does not belong to our 
hif1:ory, as becaufe Their Highneifes hif1:oriographers have doubtlefs taken care to do it. 
Therefore to return to what concerns the admiral, I fay, that being come to Burgos, 
he prefented Their Majef1:ies with ieveral things he brought as famples from the Indies, 
as well birds and beans, as trees, plants, inftruments and other things the Indians ufe 
for their fervice and di verfion; alfo feveral girdles and maiks, with eyes and ears of 
plates of gold, befides much gold fand, grofs and fmall, as nature produced it: fome 
grains as big as vetches,· fome as beans, and fome as pigeons eggs. This was not 
afterwards fo much valued, becaufe in progrefs of time, there were pieces of gold 
found that weighed above thirty pounds. Yet at this time what he brought was much 
valued, in hopes of what was hoped for, and accordingly Their Majeilies received it in 
good part. When the admiral had given them an account of all that related to the 
improving and peopling the Indies; he was defirous to return with fpeed, for fear fome 
difaf1:er ihould happen in his abfence, efpecially becaufe he had left the people there in 
great want of all neceifaries. Though he preifed hard on this account, yet the affairs 
of that court being fubjeCt to delays, he could not be fo foon difpatched, but that ten 
or twelve months elapfed before he obtained two ihips, which were fent before with 
fuccours under the command of Peter Fernandez Coronel. Thefe fet out in February 
1498, and the admiral frayed to negociate the obtaining fuch a fleet as was requifite fOF 
him to return to the Indies. But he was forced to fray above a year at Burgos and at 
Medina del Campo; where, in the year 1499, Their Catholic Majef1:ies granted him 
many favours, and gave the neceifary orders for his affairs, and for the government, 
and fettling of the Indies. Whereof I here make mention, that it may appear how 
ready Their Catholic Majef1:ies were as yet to reward his merits and fervice, and how 
much they afterwards altered, through the falfe informations of malicious and envious 
perfons, infomuch as to fuffer the wrongs to be done him, which we ihall give an 
account of hereafter. But to return 'to his departure from court to Seville, there the 
fitting out of the fleet was retarded' much longer than was convenienr, through the 
negligence and ill management of the King's officers, and particularly of D. John de 
Fonfeca, arch-deacon of Seville. \iVhence it proceeded, that the faid D. John, who 
was afterwards biihop of Burgos, ever was an utter enemy to the admiral and his 
affairs, and was chief of thofe that brought him into difgrace with Their Catholic 
Majef1:ies. And to the end that D. James my brother and I, who had ferved as pages 
to Prince John, who was now dead, might not fuffer by his delays, nor be abfent from 
court, till the time of his departure; he fent us, on the 2d of November 1497 ,from Seville, 
to ferve frill as pages to Her Majefty Queen Ifabel, or Elizabeth, of glorious memory. 
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CHAP. LXVI. - The Admiral Jets out from Spain to difcover the Continent of Paria. 

THE admiral forwarding his expedition with all pollible c~re, on t~e 30th of ~ay 
I49~, fet fail from the bay ~f St. Lucar de, Berrameda, wIth fi::c ihl~S lo~ded wIth 
provifions and other nece{fanes, for the rehef of the planters m Hlfpamola, and 

peopling of that Wand. 
On the 7th of June he arrived at the ifland of Puerto San~o, where he heard mafs, 

and {hid to take in wood and water, and what elfe he flood m need of; yet that fame 
night failed away towards Madeira, whither he ca~e on Sunday the 9th of June, 'and 
there at the town of Fonchal, was courteoufiy receIved an,d treated by, the governor of 
that ifiand, with whom he flaid to provide himfelf farther tIll Saturday m the afternoon, 
when he failed, and on Wednefday the 19th of June arrived at Gomera, where there 
was a French ihip that had taken three Spaniards; who feeing the admir2.l's fquadron, 
weighed and flood to fea with them. The admiral fuppofing they had been n:erchant 
ihips, and fled, believing him to be a Frenchman, took no care to pm'fue, tIll when 
they were at a great diflance, he was informed wl:at they were, ~nd fent after them 
three of his {hips; for fear of which the French lett one of the [hIps they had taken, 
and fled with the other two, fa that the admiral could not fetch them up. They 
might have carried the other off too, had they not forfaken it; for when th~ ad~liral 
appeared in the port, in the conflernation they were in, they had not time to man it; 
fa that there being but four Frenchmen aboard, and fix Spaniards of thofe that had 
been taken in it; thefe feeing the alliflance coming to them, clapt the French under 
hatches, and returned to the port, where the £hip was reflored to its mafler; and the 
French had fuffered, but that D. Alvaro de Lugo the governor, and all the ifland 
interceded for them, who begged them to exchange for fix of their men the French 
had carried away, which the admiral granted. Still haflening on his way, he failed 
for the ifland Ferro on Thurfday the 2 Ifl of June. There he refolved to fend away 
three of his fix £hips to Hifpaniola, and to fail away with the reft: towards the ifiands of 
Capo Verde; thence to fail direCtly over, and difcover the continent. He therefore 
appointed a captain over each £hip, of thofe he fent to Hifpaniola, one of which was 
Peter de Arana, coufin to that Arana who died in Hifpaniola; the fecond, Alonza 
Sancher de Carvagal; and the third, one John Anthony Colon, his own kinfman; to 
whom he gave particular infiruCtion, that each of them ihould command a week in his 
turn. This done, he fet out for the i.flands of Capo Verde, and thofe captains for 
Hifpaniola. ,But that climate he was then entering upon being unhealthy at that time, 
he had a temble fit of the gout in one leg, and four days after he fell into a violent 
fever; yet notwithflanding his fickn'2fs, he was ftill himfclf, and diligently obferved 
the way the £hip made, the alterations of the weather that happened, as he had done 
11nce his firfi voyage. 

On Wednefday the 25~h of June he difcovered the ifland de Sal, one of thofe of 
Capo Verde; palling by It, he came to another called Boa rjJla, a name remote from 
the truth, for it fignifies a good fight, and the place is dull and wretched. Here he 
cafl anchor in a channel near a fmall ifland on the weft fide of it, near to where there 
are fix ~r feven houfes of the inhabitants for perfons troubled \yith the leprofy, who 
came thIther to be cured. And as failors rejoice when they difcover land, fo do thefe 
wretches much more, when they fee ~ny {hips. The~'efore they prefeYlLly ran down 
to the fuore, .to fpeak to thofe the admIral fent alhore m the boats to take in water and 
falt, there bemg alfo abundance of goats there, Underftanding they were Spaniards, 
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the Portuguefe who had charge of the ifland for the owner, went aboard to fpeak to 
the admiral, and offer him all he demanded; for which the admiral thanked him, 
ordered him to be well treated, and fame provifion given him, becaufe by reafon of 
the barrennefs of the ifland, they always live miferably. The admiral being defirous 
to know what method they ufed to cure the lepers, that man told him, that the tem
perature of the air was one main caufe of it; and the next was their diet, becaufe there 
came thither a vaft number of tortoifes, on which the fick feed, and anoint themfelves 
with their blood, and continuing it a {hort time they recover; but that thofe who are 
born infeCted with this diftemper are longer a curiog. That the reafon of having fo 
many tortoifes, was the {hores being all fandy, whither the tortoifes, in the months of 
June, July, and Auguft, came over from the {hore of Africk, moft of them as big as 
an ordinary target, and that every night they came up to fleep and lay their eggs on 
the fand; that the people went along the {hore in the night with lanthorns or other 
light, feeking the track the tortoife leaves on the fand~ which they follow till they find 
the fi{h; which deing tired with corning fo far, fleeps fo found that it hears not its 
enemy. He having found and turned his belly up, without doing any more harm, 
goes on to feek more; for when turned, they cannot ftir from the place, or recover 
their feet. Having got as many as they think fit, they come again in the morning to 
chufe thofe they like beft; and IE-tting go the leaft, carry away the others to eat. So 
wretchedly do the fick live, without any other employment or fuftenance, the ifland 
being very dry and barren, without trees or fprings, fo that they drink of certain wells 
whofe water is thick and brackilli. Thofe who had charge of the ifland, which were 
only that man and four more, had no other employment, but only to kill goats and faIt 
them to fend into Portugal. He faid, there were fuch multitudes of thefe goats on the 
mountains, that fome years they killed to the value of three or four thoufind ducats; 
and that they all came from eight goats, carried thither by the proprietor of the ii1and, 
whofe name was Roderick Alfonfo, the King of Portugal's fecretary of the cuftoms. 
That very often the hunters are four or five months without bread, or any other thing 
to eat, except goats' flelli and filli; for which reafon he made great account of the 
provifion he had given him. That man and his companions, with fome of the admiral's 
men, went out a goat-hunting; but perceiving it required much time to kill all he had 
need of, he would ftay no longer, being in great hail:e. 

On Saturday the 30th of June he failed for the ifland of Santiago, the chief of Capo 
Verde, where he arrived the next day in the evening, and anchored near a church, 
fending a{hore to buy fome cows and bulls to carry alive to Hifpaniola: yet obferving 
it was a difficult matter to furnilli himfelf fo foon as he defired, and how prejudicial 
delays were to him, he refolved to ftay no longer; and the more for fear his men 
fhould ficken, that country being unhealthy. He fays, that all the while he was at that 
ifland, he never faw the fry nor any il:ar; but there was always a thick hot fog, 
infomuch that three parts of the inhabitants were fick, and they all of them had a 
bafe colour. 

CHAP. LXVII. - How the Admiral failed from tbe !Jlandr of Capo Verde, to difcover the 
Continent,. of the violent Heat he endured, and great Brightnifs of the North-Star. 

ON Thurfday the 5th of July the admiral left the ifland of Santiago, failing fouth
weil:, with a refolution to hold that courfe till he was under the equinoCtial, and then 
to fteer due weil:, that he might find fome other land, or crofs over to Hifpaniola. 
But the currents among thofe iflands fetting violently towards the north and north-
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wefi he CQuid not fail as he defigned; fo that he fays, on Saturday the 7th of ~uly 
he ;as fiill in fight of the ifland of Fogo, which is one of tho!e of Capo Verd.e; whIch, 
he fays, is very high land on the fouth ~de ~ and at ~ difiance, looks lIke a great 
church, with a fieeple at the eafi end, whIch IS a vafi hI~h rock; when~e before .the 
eafi winds blow, there ufually breaks out much fir.e;. as IS feen at Te~enf, VefuvlUs, 
and mount lEtna. From this lafi country of Chnfilans he held on hIS courfe fouth
wefi, till he came into only five degrees of north latitude, ~here he was becalmed, 
having been till then continually attended by the fog we mentIOned .above. The calm 
lafied eight days, with fuch violent heat, that it almofi burnt the £hIpS; and there was 
no man could abide under deck, and had it not rained fometimes, and the fun been 
clouded, he thought they would have been burnt alive, together with the £hips; for 
the firfi day of the calm, which was fair, the heat was fo violent, that nothing could 
withfiand it, had not God miraculoufly relieved them with the aforefaid rain and fog. 
Having therefore got off a little to the northward, into feven degrees of latitude, he 
refolved not to make any more to the fouth, but fail due wefi, at leafi till he faw how 
the weather fettled; becaufe he pad lofi many cafks with the great heat; the hoops flew, 
and the corn and all provifions were fcorched up. About the middle of July, he fays, 
he very carefully took the latitude, and found a wonderful difference between that and 
the parallel of the Azores. For there, when the Charles's Wain was on the right, 
that is, eafi:, then the North-Star was lowen, and from that time began to rife; fo 
that when the Charles's Wain was over head, the North-Star was two degrees and an 
half higher, and being once paffed that, began again to defcend the fame five degrees 
it afcended. This, he fays, he obferved feveral times very carefully, the weather 
being very fit for that purpofe. But that where he was at this time in the torrid zone, 
it happened quite contrary; for when the Charles's Wain was in its greatefr elevation, 
he found the North-Star fix degrees high; and when the Charles's Wain came to the 
wefr, in fix hours fpace he found th~ North-Star eleven degrees high; and then in the 
morning, when the Charles's Wain was quite depreffed, though it could not be feen 
becaufe of the inc1ination of the pole, the North-Star was fix degrees high, fo that the 
difference was ten degrees, and it made a circle, whofe diameter was ten degrees, 
whereas in the other place it made but five, lowering the pofition; for there it is 
lowefr when the other js wefr, and here when in its elevation. The reafon of it he 
thought very difficult to comprehend; and not being completely mailer of it, without 
farther reflecriol1s on it, he fays, he is of opinion, that in what relates to the circum
ference of the ilar's orb, it may b.e faid, that at the equinocrial the full appears, and 
the nearer a man goes to the pole It feems the lefs, becaufe the heaven is more Qblique. 
As for th.: variation, 1 l:,'Ji",:,~ the fr;>x has the quality of all the four quarters as has 
the needle, which if touched to the eafr fide points to the eafr, and fo of the wefr, 
north, and fouth; and therefore he that makes the compafs, covers the load-frone 
with a cloth, all but the north part of it, viz. that which has the virtue to make the 
freel point north. 

CHAP. LXVIII. - Ho':u tbe Admiral difcovered tbe !Jland if tbe Trinity, and raw 
tbe Continent. . 

• ON Tuefday .the .Ia~ d,ay of July 1498., the .admiral having failed many days wefr, 
mfomuch, th"t m hIS Juagment, the Canbbee Iilands were north of him, he refolved 
not ~o hold that courfe any longer, but to make for Hifpaniola, not only becaufe he 
was m great want of water, but alfo becaufe all his provifions perifl1ed, and he was 
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afraid left during his abfence mutiny or diforder had happened among the people he 
left there, as in effeCt there had, as we fhall fhew hereafter. Therefore altering his 
courfe from the weft, he ftood north, thinking to light on fame of the Caribbee 
Wands, there to refrefh his men, and take in wood and water, whereof he had 
great want. 

As he was thus failing one day about noon, Alonzo Perez Nirando,a failor of the 
town of Gullva, going up to the round-top, faw land to the weftward at about fifteen 
leagues diftance, and there appeared three mountllins all at the fame time; but not 
long after they perceived the fame land ftretched out towards the north-eaft, as far as 
the eye could reach, and that did not feem to be the end. Having given thanks to 
God, faid the Salve Regina, and other prayers the feamen ufe in time of diftrefs or 
joy, the admiral called that land the Wand of the Trinity; as well becaufe he had 
before thoughts of giving that name to the firft land that he found, as in return, becaufe 
it had pleafed God to fhew hiin three mountains all together, as has been faid. He 
failed due weft, to make a cape that appeared to the fouth of him, and making for the 
fouth fide of the ifland, till he came to an anchor, five leagues beyond a point, which 
he called de la Galera, or of the galley, becaufe of a a rock that lay near the point, 
and at a diftance looked like a galley under fail. Having now but one cafk of water 
for all his fhip's crew, and the other fhips being in the fame condition, there being no 
cnnveniency here to take in any, on Wednefday following in the morning he con
tinued his courfe ftill weft, and caft anchor at another point, which he called de la 
Plaga, or, of the Strand, where the people landed, and took water, in a delicate 
brook, without feeing any town or people there; though along the coaft they left 
behind, they had feen many houfes and towns. True it is, they found the tokens of 
fifhermen, who had fled, leaving behind them fome of their fifhing tackle. They alfo 
faw the prints of the feet of beafis, which feemed to be of goats, and faw the bones of 
one, but the head being without horns, they thought it might be of fome catamountain, 
or monkey, as they afterwards found it to be, feeing abundance of thofc cats in Paria. 
This fame day, being the firft of Auguft, failing between cape Galera and that of 
la Plaga fouthwards, they difcovered the continent, about twenty-five leagues diftance, 
as they gueifed; but they thinking it another ifland, called it Ifla Santa, or Holy 
mand. The land they faw of the Trinity, between the two points, was thirty leagues 
in length eaft and weft, without any harbour; but all the country very pleafaI}.t with 
trees down to the fea, and abundance of towns. This fpace they ran in a very fhort 
time, becaufe the current of the fea fet fa very violent weftward, that it looked like a 
rapid river both day and night, and at all hours, notwithftanding the tide flowed and 
ebbed along the fhore above forty paces, as happens at St. Lucar de Berrameda, when 
there are floods; for though the water rife and fall never fa much, yet it never ceafes 
running towards the fea. 

CHAP. LXIX. - How the Admiral Jailed to the Cape, called Puntal del Arenal, and 
a Canoo came out to talk to him. 

PERCEIVING they' could have no account of the people of the country at this 
cape, and that there was no conveniencyof taking water, without excefiive labour, 
and there was no conveniency of careening the fhips and getting provifions, the next 
being the fecond of Auguft, the admiral went on to another point of land, which 
feemed to be moft wefterly in that ifland, and called it del Arenal, where he came to 
an anchor, thinking the eafterly winds which reign there would not be fa troublefome 
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to the boats in going backwards and f?rwards. On the w~y ~efore they came to this 
point, a canoo began to follow them WIth twenty-five men m It, ~nd fiopped at about 
a cannon {hot diftance, calling out and talking very loud. Nothmg could be under
ftood, tl~ough it was fuppofed they inquired who our .men were, ~,:d whence t~ey 
came as the other Indians ufed to do at firft. There bemg no pollibIhty of perfuadmg 
them' with any words to come aboard, th~y began to {hew ther:1 feveral things, that 
they might £Ovet to have them, fuch as httle brafs bafons, lookmg-glaires, an~ other 
things the reft of the Indians ufed to make great account of. But though thIs drew 
them a little, yet they foon ftopped again; and therefore the mO~'e to allure them, the 
admiral ordered one to get upon the poop with a tabor and pIpe, and fome young 
fellows to dance. As foon as the Indians faw it, they put themfelves into a pofiure of 
defence, laying hold of their targets, and {hooting their arrows at thofe. that danced, 
who, by the admiral's command, that thofe people might not go unpum{hed, or con
temn the Chrifiians, leaving their dance began to fhoot with their .crofs bows,. fo that 
they were glad to draw off, and made to another caraval, clappmg clofe to Its fide 
without any apprehenfion. The pilot of the {hip went over into the canoo, and gave 
them fome things they were very well pleafed with, and faid, if they had been a{hore 
they would have brought him bread from their houfes, and fo they went towards land; 
nor would they in the fhip fl:op ever a one, for fear of difpleafing the admiral. The 
account they gave of them was, that they were wE.ll-fhaped people, and whiter than 
thofe of the other iflands; and that they wear their hair long, like women, bound 
with fmall firings, and covered their privities with little clouts. 

CHAP. LXX. - Of the Danger the Ships were in, entering the Moutb if tbe Channel, 
they called Boca del Drago, or the Dragon's Mouth; and bow P aria was difco-vered, 
being the firfl Difcovery all the Continent. 

AS foon as the fhips had anchored at Punto del Arenal, the admiral fent the boats 
a{hore for water, and to get fome information of the Indians; but they could do 
neither, that country being very low, and unpeopled. He therefore ordered them the 
next day to dig trenches on the ifland, and by good luck they found them ready made, 
and full of excellent water, and it was thought the fi{hermen had made them. Having 
taken what they wanted, the admiral refolved to proceed on to another mouth or 
channel which appeared towards the north-weft, which he afterwards called Boca del 
Drago, or the Dragon's Mouth, to diftinguifl1 it from that where he was, to which he 
had given the name of Boca de la Sierpe, or the Serpent's Mouth. Thefe two mouths 
or channels, like the Dard;cmlles, \yere made by the two wefl:ermofl: points of the 
Trinity ifland, and two others of the continent, and lay almofl: north and fouth of one 
another. In the midfl: of that, where the admiral anchored, was another rock, which 
he called EI Gallo, that is the Cock. Through this mouth, he called Boca de Sierpe, 
the water continually ran fo furioufly northward, as if it had been the mouth of fome 
great ~'iver, which was the reafon of giving it that name, becaufe of the fright it put 
them 111tO. For as they lay very fecurely at anchor, there came a fl:ronger fl:ream of 
water than ufual, with a hideous noife, running through that mouth northward. And 
another current running out of the gulph now called Paria, oppofite to that before
mentiOl:ed, th~y met wi.th hideous roaring, and c~ufed the f~a to fwell up like a high 
mountam, or ndge of hllis along that channel, whIch mountam foon came towards the 
!hips, to the great terror o~ all men, fearin.g they fh?uld over-fet. But it pleafed God 
Jt paired under, or rather hfted them up without domg any harm, though it drew the 
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anchor of one of them, carrying the vefTel away; but by the help of their fails they 
efcaped the danger, not without mortal fear of being loft. That furious current being 
pafTed, the admiral confidering the danger he was in there, ftood for the Dragon's 
Mouth, which was between the north point of the Trinity ifland, and the eaft point of 
Paria; yet went not through it at that time, but failed along the fouth coaft of Paria 
weftward, believing it to be an ifland, and hoping to find a way out northwards to
wards Hifpaniola. And though there were many ports along that coaft of Paria, he 
would put into none, all the fea being a harbour locked in with the continent. 

CHAP. LXXI. - How there was lome Gold and Pearls found in Paria, and a People 
'If good C071veifation. 

THE admiral being at an anchor on the fifth of Auguft, and it being his particular 
devotion never to weigh on a Sunday, he fent the boats afhore, where they found 
abundance of fruit of the fame fort they had feen in the other jfIands; great numbers 
Df trees, and figns of people that had fled for fear of the Chrifl:ians. But being un
willing to lofe time, he failed down the coaft fifteen leagues farther without going into 
any harbour, for fear he fhould mifs of wind to bring hitn out. Being at ~m anchor on 
the coaft, at the end of thefe fifteen leagues, there came out a canoo to the caraval 
called El Borreo, with three men in it; and the pilot knowing how much the admiral 
coveted to receive fome information from thofe people, he pretended to talk to them, 
and let himfelf fall into the canoo, and the Spaniards in the boat took thofe three men, 
and carried them to the admiral, who made very much of them, and fent them afhore 
with many gifts, whLCre there appeared abundance of Indians. Thefe hearing the good 
account the three g~ve them, came all in their canoos to barter for fuch things as they 
had, which were much the fame as had been feen in the iflands before difcovered, only 
that here they had no targets, nor poifoned arrows, which thefe people do not ufe, but 
only the cannibals. Their drink was a fort of liquor as white as milk, and another 
fomewhat blackifh, tafting like green wine made of grapes not quite ripe, but they 
could not learn what fruit it was made of. They wore cotton cloths well wove, of 
feveral colours, about the bignefs of a handkerchief, fome bigger and fome Ids; and 
what they moft valued of our things was bran;, and efpecially bells. The people feem 
to be more civilized and traetable than thofe of Hifpaniola. They cover their nakednefs 
with one of thofe cloths above-l11fntioned, and have another wrapped about their head. 
The women cover nothing, not even their privities: the fame they do in the Trinity 
ifland. They faw nothing of value here, except fome little plates of gold they hung 
about their necks; for ,,,hich reafon, and b(~caufe the admiral could not ftay to dive 
into the fecrers of the country, he ordered fix of thofe Indians to be taken, and con
tinued his voyage weftward, believing that land of Paria, \vhich he called the Holy 
IfIand, was no continent. Soon after another ifland appeared towards the fouth, and 
another no lefs than that towards the weft, all high land, fowed and well peopled; 
and the Indians had 1110re plates of gold about their necks than the others, and abun
dance of guaninis, which is very low gold. They faid that was produced in other 
weft ern iflands, inhabited by people that eat men. The women had ftrings of beads 
about their arms, and among them very fine large and fmall pearls ftrung, fome 
whereof were got in exchange to fend their Catholic lVL~eil:ies as a fample. Being 
afl.;:ed where they found thofe things, they made figns to fuow that in the oyfter-fuells 
which were taken weftward of that land of Paria, and beyond it towards the north. 
Upon this, the admiral {bid there to know more of that good difcovery, and fent the 
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boats a{hore, where all the people of the country that h,a~ flocked together, ~ppeared 
fo traCtable and friendly, that they importuned the Chnfhans to go along WIth .them 
to a houfe not far off, where they gave them to eat, and a &reat deal of that wme. of 
theirs. Then from that houfe, which it is likely was the Kmg's pala~e, they carned 
them to another, which was his fon's, and fhewed them th~ fame kindnefs. They 
were all in general whiter than any they h~d feen in the IndIes, a?d of b~tter afpeCts 
and fhapes with their hair cut fhort by theIr ears, after the Spamfh fafhlOn. From 
them they ~nderftood that land was called Paria, and that they would be glad to ,be in 
amity with the Chriftians. Thus they departed from them, and returned to the fhIpS. 

CHAP. LXXII. - How the Admiral pajfi'd through Boca del Drago, and the Danger 
he was in there. 

THE admiral holding on his voyage weftward, they frill found lefs and lefs water, 
infomuch that being come through four or five fat!1~m" they found but two a?~ a half 
at ebb for the tide differed from that at the Tnmty Ifland; for at the Tnmty, the 
water [welled three fathom, and here being forty-five leagues to the weftward, it rofe 
but one; and there always, whether ebb or flood, the current ran weft; and here 
upon the ebb they ran eaft, and upon the flood weft; there the water was but 
brackifh, here it' was like river water. The admiral perceiving this difference, and 
how little water he found, durft proceed no farther in his fhip, which required three 
fathom water, being of a hundred ton, and therefore came to an anchor on that coaft, 
which was very [afe, being a port like a hor['i:!-fhoe, locked with that land on all fides. 
However, he rent the little caraval, called EI Borreo, or the PoR, to difcover whether 
there wa5 any pars weft ward among thofe iflands. She having gone but a little way, 
returned the next day, being the eleventh of Auguft, faying, that at t~e weftermoft 
point of that fea, there was a mouth or opening, two leagues over from north to 
fouth, and within it a round bay, with four other little bays, one towards each 
quarter of heaven; that from each of them flowed a river, whofe water made that fea 
fa fweet, which was yet much fweeter farther in; adding, that 'all that land which 
feemed to be iflands, was one and the fame continent; that they had every where four 
or five fathom water, and fuch abundance of thofe weeds they faw in the ocean, that 
they hindered their failing. The admiral, therefore, being certain he could not get 
out weftward, that fame day ftood back to the eaftward, defigning to pafs the ftreights, 
which he faw between the land the Indians call Paria, and the Trinity. In this 
ftreight there are four little iflands eaft near the point of the Trinity, whic'h he called 
cape Boca, becaufe it was blunt, weft upon the point of the continent, which he called 
cape Lapa, and in the middle. The reafon why he called this the Drarron's Mouth 
was, becaufe it is very dangerous, by reafon of the abundance of frefu water tha~ 
ftruggles to get out there into the fea, .and made three boifterous channels, extending 
from eaft to weft the width of the ftrelght. And becaufe, as he was failing through 
the wind failed him, and he was in danger of being drove on fame fand or rock: 
therefore he with reafon gave it a name anfwerable to that of the other mouth wher; 
he was in no lefs dange,r, . as was faid above. But it pleafed God, that what they moft 
dreaded mould be theIr greateft fafety, the ftrength of the current carrying them ofr. 
There~ore. on Monday the 17th of Augult, he b~gan ,to fail, ~eftward along the coaft 
of Pana, m order to fland over afterwards for Hlfpamola, grnng thanks to God who 
delivered him from fa many troubles and dangers, ftill fhewing him new countri~s full 
of peaceable people and great wealth, efpecially that which he certainly concluded to be 
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the continent, becaufe of the great extent of that gulph of pearls, of the rivers that 
ran from it, of the fea, which was all fweet water; and by the authority of Efdras, 
in the eighth chapter of the 4th book; where he fays, that dividing the globe into 
[even parts, only one of them is cqvered with water; for all the Indians of the 
Caribbee iflands had told him, there was a vaft land fouthward. 

CHAP. LXXIII.-How the Admiral flood over from the Continent to Hijpaniola. 

THE admiral failing along weftward on the coaft of Pari a, ftill fell farther off from 
it towards the north-'wefl:, the currents in being calm driving him that way; fo that 
on Wednefday the 15th of Auguft, he left the cape, he called De las Conchas, or of 
Shells, fouth of him, and the ifland Margarita weft, which name he gave this ifland, 
perhaps by divine infpiration, becaufe dole by it lies that of Cubagua, where an 
infinite quantity of pearls has been found; and in Hifpaniola and Jamaica at his re
turn he called fome Mountains of Gold, where afterwards was found thE: greateft 
quantity and largeft pieces that ever were carried from thence into Spain. But to re
turn to his voyage, he held on his courfe by fix iflands, which he called Las Gardes, 
or The Guards, and three others more to the north, Los Teftigos, or The WitneiTes. 
And though they ftill difcovered much land of Paria wellward, yet the admiral 
fays, he could not from this time give fuch an account of it as he could willi, becaufe 
through overmuch watching, his eyes were inflamed, and therefore was forced to take 
moll: of his obfervations from the failors and pilots. He alfo fays, that this fame 
night, being Thurfday the 16th of Auguft, the compaiTes which till now had not 
varied, did at this time, at leaft a point and a half, and fome of them two points. 
wherein there could be no miibke, becaufe feveral perfons had always watched to ob
ferve it. Admiring at this, and grieved that he had not the opportunity of follow
ing the courfe of the continent, he held on north-well:, till on Monday the 20th 
of Auguft he came to anchor between Beaca and Hifpaniola; whence he fent a 
letter by fome Indians to his brother the Adelantodo, acquainting him with his fafe 
arrival and fuccefs. He was furprizcd to find himfelf fo far weftward; for though 
he knew the force of the currents failed, yet he did not think it had been fo much. 
Therefore to the end his provifiol1s might not fail him in time of need, he frood to 
the eaftward for S. Domingo, into which harbour he failed on the 30th of Auguft ; 
for here the lieutenant his brother had appointed the city to be built on the eafr-fide of 
the river, where it frands at prefent, and was called Santo Domingo in memory of his 
father, whofe name was Dominick. 

CHAP. LXXIV.-Tbe Rebellion and Troubles the Admiral JIlet with in Hifpaniola, 
ra!fed by the wickednifs of one Francis Roldan, wbom he bad left as Alcalde Mayor, 
or Chief lz!flia. 

THE admiral being come to S. Domingo, almofr blind with over-watching, he 
hoped there to rell: himfelf after his voyage, and find peace among his people, but 
found all quite contrary, for all the people in the ifland were in diforder and rebel~ 
lion; for abundance of thofe he had left were dead, and of thofe that remained, above 
one hundred and fixty were fick of the French pox, and befides that many were in 
rebellion with Roldan, he found not the three lliips, we faid he fent before him from 
the Canary iflands. Of thefe things it is requifite we fpeak orderly, beginning from 
the time the admiral fet out for Spain, which as we faid, wa:;; in March 1496, thirty 
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months before his return; the firft part of which time the people continued pr~tty 
quiet, in hopes of his return, and of being fpeedily relieved: B~t th~ firft year bemg 
paifed, the Spanifu provifions failing, and ficknef~ and fuffenngs In\=reafing, they 
began to be diifatisfied with what was, and to defpalr of any better; fo that the co~
plaints of many difcontented perfons were heard, who never want fo~ebody to ftlr 
them up, defiring to be head of a party,. as was now ,done by one FrancIs Roldan, bo~n 
at Torre de D. Ximeno, whom the admIral had left In fuch power among both C~nf
tians and Indians, by making him chief juftice, that he was as much obeyed ~s hlm
felf. For this reafon it is to be fuppofed there was not that good undedl:andmg ?e
tween him and the admiral's lieutenant, as ought to have been for the pubhck 
good, as time and experience made it appear. For the ad,miral, neither retu,rning 
himfelf, nor fending any fupplies, this Roldan began to thIr:k of poifeffing hlmfelf 
of the if1and, defigning for this purpofe to murder the admIral's broth,er~, as thofe 
that could beft oppofe his rebellion, and waited an opportunity to put thIS m execu
tion. It happened that the lieutenant of the if1and, one of the admiral's brothers, went 
to a province in the weft, called Xaragua, eighty leagues from Ifabella, where 
the faid Roldan remained in his employ, but fubordinate to D. James, fecond brother 
to the admiral. This Roldan was fo offended at, that whiHl: the lieutenant was taking 
order how the kings of the if1and fuould pay tribute to their Catholick Majefties, as 
the admiral had rated all the Indians, Orlando began underhand to draw fome of 
them over to his party. But that it might not prove fatal to rife on a fudden, and 
without fame pretence; that which Roldan laid hold of was, that there was a caraval 
alhore at Ifabella, built by the lil~utenant of the Wand, to fend to Spain in cafe of 
neceffity, and there being no launching of it for want of tackle and other neceifaries, 
Roldan feigned and gave out there was fome other reafon for it, and that it behoved 
the publick, that caraval iliould be fitted out, that fome of them might go to Spain in 
it, to give an account of their fufFerings. Thus, upon pretence of the publick good, 
he preifed that it might be launched, and D. James Columbus not confenting to it 
for want of tackle, as has been faid, Roldan began more boldly to treat with fome 
about launching the caraval in defpite of him; telling thofe he thought to agree with 
him, that if the lieutenant and D. James were difpleafed at it, the reafon was becaufe 
they would feCltre to themfelves the dominion of the country, and keep them in 
fubjeCl:ion, without any iliip that might carry the news of their revolt to their Catho
lick Majefties. And fince they were fatisfied and convinced of the cruelty and ill
nature of the lieutenant, and what a refilefs life he led them, building towns and 
forts, and that they had no hopes of the admiral's coming with fupplies, it was fit 
they iliould take that caraval and procure their liberty, and not fuffer themfelves under 
pretence of pay, which they never received, to be kept under by a foreigner, whereas it 
was in their power to live at eafe and in plenty; for that whatfoever could be had in the 
if1and would be equally divided among them, and they would be ferved by the Indians 
to, their own, content, without being fo much in fubjeCl:ion that they could not take to 
WIfe any In~I~n woman they pleafed. That the lieutenant made them keep the three 
vows of, reh~lOus men; and befides that, they wanted not for fafts and difciplines, 
as alfo Impnfonment, and other puniiliments, which they endured for the leaft fault. 
Therefore, fince he had the rod of juftice and regal authority, which fecured them 
againft any thing that might befal them on this account, he adviied them to do what 
he d~reCl:ed, wherein they could not d~ amifs. With thefe and the like words, pro
ceedmg from the hatred he bore the lIeutenant, he drew fo many over to his own 
party, that one day when the lieutenant was come back from Xaragua to Ifabella, 
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fome of them refolved to ftab him, looking upon it as fo eafy a matter, that they 
had provided a halter to hang him up after he was dead. What at prefent the 
more incenfed them, was the imprifoning of one Barahona, a friend to the confpi
rators, againft whom, if God had not put it into the heart of the lieutenant not to 
proceed to execution of juftice at that time, they had then certainly murdered him. 

CHAP. LXXV. - Huw Francis Roldmi endeavoured to make the Town of Conception 
mutiny, and plundered Jfabella. 

FRANCIS ROLDAN, perceiving he had miHed of the murder of the lieutenant, 
and his confpiracy was difcovered, he refolved to poffefs himfelf of the town and 
fort of The Conception, thinking fi'om thence he might eafily fubdue the Wand. It 
fell out conveniently for his defign, that he was near the faid town; for whiHl: the 
lieutenant was aboard, he had been fent with forty Inen about that province, to reduce 
the Indians that had revolted, with the fame defign of making themfelves mafters of 
that town, and deftroying the Chriflians. So that Roldan, under pretence of putting 
& ftop to this evil, and puniihing the Indians, gathered his men at the refidence of one 
Of their caciques, called Marche, defigning to put his projeCt in execution upon the 
firft opportunity. But Ballefter, the commander of the fort, having fome jealoufy of 
him, he ftood upon his guard, and acquainted' the lieutenant of the ifland with the 
danger he was in, who with all fpeed, and what men he could gather, threw hirnfelf 
into the fort. Thither Roldan came upon a fafe conduCt, now his confpiracy was dif
covered, rather to obferve by the lieutenant what might do him harm, than through 
any defire of coming to an accommodation, and with more boldnefs and impudence 
than became him, required the lieutenant to caure the caraval to be launched, or give 
him leave to launch it, which he and his friends would do. The lieutenant incenfed 
at thefe words, anfwered, that neither he nor his friends were feamen, or knew what 
was proper to be done in that cafe; and that though they had known how to launch 
it, yet they could not fail in her for want of rigging and other neceffaries, and 
therefore it would be only expofing the men and the caraval. And, forafmuch as 
the lieutenant underftood that affair, as a feaman, and they not being fuch, knew 
nothing of it, therefore they varied in their judgments. Thefe, and other difpleafing 
words having paired between them, Roldan went away in a paffion, refufing to quit his 
rod of juftice, or frand trial, as the lieutenant ordered, faying, he would do both, 
when Their Majefties, whofe the ifland was, commanded him; knowing he coulci ex
peCt no juftice from him, becaufe of the hatred he bore him, but that right, or 
wrong, he would find means to put him to death with ihame: that in the mean 
while, not to exceed the bounds of reafon, he would go and refide where he iliould 
bid him. But he at prefent appointing him the refidence of the cacique James Colol1. 
he refufed it, faying, there were not provifions there for his men, and that he 
would find a more convenient place. He fet out towards Ifabella, and having O'a
thered fixt)' five men, perceiving he could not launch the caraval, he plundered fht 
magazines, he and his followers taking away what arms, ftuffs, and provifions they 
thought fit; D. James Colon, \"ho was there, not being able to oppofe him, but 
would have been in danger, had he not retired to the fort with fame friends and fer
vants. Yet in the procefs afterwards drawn up on this fubjeCt, there were'fome that 
depofed, that Roldan promifed to fubmit to him, provided he would take his part 
againfr his own brother: which he refufing, and Rold~m not being able to do him 
any further harm, as alfo fearing the fuccours that were coming from the lieutenant, 
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he went out of town with all the mutineers, and falling on the cattle that grazed 
thereabouts, they killed fuch as they liked t? eat, and to~k the beafls of burden to 
ferve them in their journey, refolving to go mto the provmce o~ Xaragua, whence 
the lieutenant was lately come defigning to fettle there, th~t bemg th~ yleafanteil: 
and moil: plentiful part of the ifland; the people here bemg more clVlhzed and 
wifer than the refl of the natives of Hifpaniola; but above all, becaufe the women 
were the handfomeft, and of the moft pleafing converfatio~ of any ot~ers; ~hich mo~ 
invited them to go thither. But that they might not go WIthout .making trIal of theIr 
ftrength before the lieutenant could increafe his power, and pumfh them as they de· 
ferved, ~hey refolved to take the town of The Conception in their way, to furpri.ze it, 
and kill the lieutenant; and in cafe this did not fucceed, to befiege hIm. The heute. 
nant having intelligence of their defign, flood upon his guard, encouraging his men 
with o'ood words, and promifing them many gifts, and each of them two flaves. And 
forafn~uch as he underftood, that mofl of thofe that were with him liked the life 
Roldan and his men led, fo well, that many of them gave ear to his meffages; there· 
fore Roldan having conceived hopes that they would all go over to him, had the 
boldnefs to undertake that enterprize, which did not fucceed as he expeaed. For 
the lieutenant having provided, as has been faid, being himfelf a man of great refo
lution, and having the beft men on his fide, was refolved to do that by force of 
arms, which he could not compafs by fair means and arguments. Having therefore 
gathered his men together, he marched out of town to attack the # rebels on the road. 

CHAP. LXXVI. - How Francis Roldan inccrfed the Indians agai1!fi the Lieutenant, 
Clnd went away with his Men to Xaragua. 

FRANCIS ROLDAN, perceiving he was fa difappointed, and that not one of the 
lieutenant's men came over to him, as he had expeB:ed, refolved to retire in time, and 
go away to Xaragua, as he defigned at firft, not daring to meet him, yet prefumed 
to talk contemptibly of him, and to fiir up the Indians, wherever he went, to rebel 
againfl him, telling them, the caufe of his forfaking him was his being a man naturally 
revengeful and morafe, as well towards the Chriflians as Indians; and abominably 
covetous, impofing great burdens and tributes on them; which if they bore with, he 
would increafe every year, though againfi Their Catholic Majefiies' will; who required 
nothing of their fubjeB:s but obedience, maintaining them in jufiice, liberty and peace; 
which, if they feared they fhould not be able to maintain, he with his friends and fol
lowers, would ailifi them to affert, and would declare himfelf their proteaor and de
liverer. After which, they refolved to forbid paying the tribute, we faid, had been im
pofed on them, by which means it could not be gathered of thofe that dwelt far from 
the lieutenant, nor durfi he exaB: it of thofe near about him, for fear of provoking 
them to join with the rebels. Yet this condefcenfion towards them had not fa good 
an effea, but that as foon as the lieutenant was gone from The Conception, Guarionex, 
who was the principal cacique of that province, with the ailifiance of Roldan, refolved 
to befiege the fort, and defiroy the Chrifiians that kept it. The better to eifea it, he 
drew together all t~e caciques of his party, and agreed with them privately, that 
everyone fhould kIll thofe that were within his precina, becaufe the territories in 
Hifpani~la~ being too fmall [or any ~f. them to maint~in a great number of people, 
the Chnfilans hall been oblIged to dlVlde themfelves mto fmall parcels of eight or 
nine in each liberty. This gave the Indians hopes, that furprifinrr them all at the 
fame time, they might have it in their power to fuffer none to efcape~ But they hav-

10 ing 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 107 

ing no other way of fixing a time, or ordering any thing elfe that requires counting, 
but only by their fingers, they refolved, that everyone fhould be ready to defiroy 
the Chrifiians at the next full moon. Guarionex having thus difpofed his caciques to 
put this in execution, the chiefefi of them being defirous to gain honour, and look
ing upon the matter as very eafy, and being no good afironomers, to know when the 
full moon was, fell on before the time appointed, and were forced to fly, after many 
blows. He thinking to find affifiance in Guarionex, found his own ruin; for he 
put him to death, as he had deferved, for having caufed the confpiracy to be dif
covered, and the Chrifiians to be upon their guard. The rebels were not a little con
cerned at this mifcarriage; for, as was reported, it had been contrived with their con
fent, and therefore they waited to fee, whether Guarionex brought affairs to fnch 
terms, that joining with him they might defiroy the lieutenant: but perceiving this 
did not fucceed, they thought not themfelves fecure in the province where they were, 
but went away to Xaragua,. fiill proclaiming themfelves proteetors of the Indi@.ns; 
whereas they were thieves in their aetions and inclinations, having no regard for God 
or the world, but following their inordinate appetites; for everyone fi6le what he 
could, and Roldan their leader more than all of them, perfuading and commanding 
every cacique to entertain him, that could and would defend the Indians and rebels 
from paying the tribute the lieutenant demanded of them, though at the fame time 
he under this pretence took, much more from them; for from only one cacique, 
whofe name was Manicaotex, he rE:ceived every three months, a calaba!h, containing 
three marks of pure gold, that is, a pound and a half, and to be the more fure of 
him, kept his fon and nephew as hofiages. He that reads this, mufi not wonder 
that we reduce the marks of gold to the meafure of a calaba!h, which we do to !hew, 
that the Indians in thefe cafes dealt by meafure, becaufe they never had any weights. 

CHAP. LXXVII. - How tbe Ships came from Spain with Prov!fiolls and Supplies. 

THE Chrifiian~ being thus divided, as has been {"aid, and no !hips yet coming 
from Spain with fupplies, neither the lieutenant nor his brother D. James, could 
keep the people quiet that had remained with them; for mofi of them being mean 
perfons, and defirous to lead that eafy life Roldan promifed them, they durfi not 
puni!h the guilty, for fear of being forfaken; which made them fo infolent, that it 
was impoffible to keep them in order, and therefore they were forced to bear with the 
affronts of the rebels. But it being God's will to afford them fome comfort, it pleafed 
him to order that the two !hips; lhould arrive, which, as was faid before, had been fent 
a year after the admiral's departure from the Indies, not without great application ufed 
by him at court for fitting them out; for he, confidering the nature of the country, 
the difpofitions of the people he left behind, and the great danger that might accrue 
from his long abfence, preffed for, and obtained of Their Catholic Majefties, that 
thofe two !hips might be fent before, of eighteen he had been ordered to fit out. 
The arrival of thefe, the fupplies they brought of men and provifions, and the affur
ance that the admiral was fafe arrived in Spain, encouraged thofe that were with the 
lieutenant to ferve him more faithfully, and made thofe that followed Roldan, appre
henfive of being punifhed. Thefe being defirous to hear news, and furnifh themieIves 
with what they wanted, refolved to repair to St. Domingo, where the {hips had put 
in, hoping to draw fome of the men over to their party. But the lieutenant having 
intelligence of their march, and being nearer that harbour, he moved towards them to 
hinder their paffage; . and having left guards on the paffes, went to the port to fee 
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the ihips, and order the affairs of t~~t pIac~. And being defirous the a?miral fuould 
find the Wand in a peaceable condltIon, and all troubles ended, ~e agam. made ne~ 
overtures to Roldan, who was fix leagues off with h~s men, fendmg to hIm for thIS 
purpofe the commander of the two ihips lately arnved, whoFe name ~as Peter Fer
nandez Coronel; as well becaufe he was a man of worth and In authonty, as becaufe 
he hoped his words wo.uld prov.e m?re err:ectual, fince he as .an eye-witnefs, could 
certify him of the adnmal's arnval m Spam, the g?od r~ception he had found, a?d 
the willingnefs Their Majefties expreffed to make hIm fhl! greater. But the. chIef 
men among them, fearing the impreffion this meffenger mIght make .upon t~eIr ~ol
lowers, would not fuffer him to fpeak in publick; fa that they receIved hIm wIth 
their bows and arrows on the road, and he could only fpeak fame few words to 
thofe that were appointed to hear him. Thus having done nothing, he returned to 
the town, and the rebels to their quarters in Xaragua, not with?ut appr~hen?ons, left 
Roldan and fome of the principal men of his gang, ihould wnte to theIr fnends that 
were with the lieutenant, defiring them when the admiral came, to intercede for them, 
fince all their complaints were againft the lieutenant, and not againft the admiral him
felf, for which reafon they defired to be reflored to his favour. 

CHAP. LXXVIII. - How the three Sbips tbe Admiral fllZt from the Canary [flands 
arrived where tbe Rebels were. 

HAVING fpoke of the arrival of the two {hips the admiral fent from Spain to 
Hifpaniola, it is fit we give an a<:count of the three that parted from him at the 
Canary iflands, which proceeded on their voyage \\"ith fair winds till they came to the 
Carib bee iflands, which are the firft that failors meet with in their way to the port of 
St. Domingo. The pilots then not being fa well acquainted with that voyage, as they 
have been fince, it happened they knew not how to hit that port, and were carried 
away by the currents fo far to weftward, that they arrived in the province of Xaragua, 
where the rebels we!'e, who as foon as they underflood that thofe ihips were out of 
their way, and knew nothing of their revolt, fame of them went peaceably aboard, 
pretending they were there by the lieutenant's orders, the better to be fupplied with ' 
provifions, and keep that country under. But it being very eafy for a fecret, that is 
among many, to be difcovered, Alonfo Sanchez de Caravajal, who was the fkilfullefl 
of the captains of thofe ihips, being aware of the rebellion and difcord, began im
mediately to make overtures of peace to Francis Roldan, thinking to bring hin1 to 
fubmit to the lieutenant. But the familiar converfation the rebels had before enter
tained aboard the ihips, was the caufe that his perfuafions had not the defired effect ; 
fO,r Roldan had privately obtained promifes from many of thofe that came frefh out 
at Spain, that they would ftay with him, and by that acceffion he hoped to become 
fliIl greater. Caravajal therefore finding things were not in fuch a pofture that he 
might hope for a fpeedy conclufion of what he had in hand, thought it convenient, 
with t~e advice ?f the other two captains, that the people they brought under pay to 
work m the. mmes, and other eI?ployments, iho~ld go by land to. St. Domingo, be
ca.ufe the wmds ar:d. currents bemg fet there agamft that voyage, It was peffible they 
mIght n~t perform It m two or. three months; fa tha~ they would not only confume 
the proVlfions, ~)Ut the m~n mIght fall fick, and th.e tIme be loft, which ought to have 
been employed m t?e fervlCe they ca~e for. Havmg agreed upon this, it fell to John 
A.nthony C?lon hIS I.ot to march wIth the men, which were forty, to Arana, to 
fall about wIth the ihlPS, and to Caravajal to ftay and endeavour to bring the rebels 
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to an accommodation. John Anthony Colon fetting forward the fecond day after 
they landed, thofe labourers and vagabonds fent over to work went away to the rebels, 
leaving their captain with only fix or feven men that fiuck to him. He feeing their 
bafe infidelity, without apprehending any danger went to Roldan, and told him, that 
finee he pretended to promote the fervice of Their Catholic Majefiies, it was not reafon
able he fhould fuffer thofe men that were come to people and cultivate the country, 
and to follow their callings with wages in hand, to ftay there and lofe their time, 
without doing any thing of that they were obliged to; and that if he had turned them 
away, it had been a token that his words and his attions agreed; that his ftaying there 
caufed the divifion and diforder ,vith the lieutenant, and not any inclination in him to 
obftruCl: the King's fervice. But that which had happened turning to the account of 
Roldan and his followers, as well for the carrying on their defign, as becaufe the 
crime committed by many is generally fooneft connived at; he excufed himfelf as 
to that point, faying, he could not ufe violence towards them, and that his was a re
ligious order, which refufed no man. John Anthony knowing it was not the part of 
a difcreet man to expofe himfelf to the danger of prefIing farther without hopes of 
fuccefs, refolved to go aboard again with thofe few that followed him; and there
fore that they might not be ferved fo by thofe that were left, they two captains 
failed immediately with their two fhips towards St. Domingo, with the wind as con
trary as they had feared; for they fpent many days, fpoiled their provifions, and 
Caravajal's fhip wa~· much damaged upon certain fands, where fhe loft her rudder 
and fprung a leak, fo that they had much to do to bring her in. 

CHAP. LXXIX. - How the Captaim 0/ the Ships that came from X,lragua, (oulld 
the Admiral at St. Domingo. 

THE captains with their fhips arriving at St. Domingo~ in their return from 
Xaragua, found the admiral there, after his difcovery of the continent. He being 
fully informed of the condition of the rebels, and having feen the pracefs his lieu
tenant had made againft them, though the crime was plainly made out to deferve 
revere punifhment, yet he thought fit to form a new procefs, and give Their Majefties 
an account of it, r~folving at the fame time to ufe all the moderation he could iI). 
this matter, and endeavouring to reduce them by fair means. For which reafon, 
and that neither they nor any others might have caufe to complain of him, or fay 
he kept them there by force, he made proclamation on the 12th of September, giv
ing leave to all that would return to. Spain, and promifing them free paffage and 
provifions. And being informed on the other hand, that Roldan was coming to
wards SI. Domingo with fome of his men, he ordered Michael Ballefter, commander 
of The Conception, to fecure his own town and fort; and in cafe Roldan came that 
way, he fhould tell him from the admiral, that he was much concerned at his fufier
ings and all that was paft, and would have no more faid of it, granting a general 
pardon to all, and defiring him to come away immediately to the admiral, without 
feali'lg any thing, that by his advice things might be ordered, as was for Their Majef
ties fervice; and if he required any fafe condutt, he would fend it him in fuch form 
as he required. Lalle£ter returned anfwer on the 14th of February, that he had 
received certain information, that Riquelme was the day before come to the town of 
Bonao, and that Adrian and Roldan, who were the ring-leaders, would meet there in 
feven or eight days, at which time he might there apprehend them, as he did. For 
having difcourfed them according to the inftruCl:ions given him, he found them ob-
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frinate and unmannerly, Roldan telling him, theX were no~ come t? treat, .nor did 
they defire, or care for peace, for he had the adm~ral and hIs authorIty at hIs ?eck, 
either to fupport, or fupprefs it, as he p'l~afed; and th~t they mull: not talk to hIm of 
any accommodation, till they had fent hIm all the Ind~ans taken at the. fiege o~ The. 
Conception, fince they had met together. to rerve the Kmg, and upon hIS promlfe of 
fecurity. Other things he added, by whIch It appeared he would make no agreement, 
but what was much to his advantage. To this purpofe he. demanded, that t.he ad
miral fhould fend Caravajal to him, becaufe he would treat WIth no other but hIm, he 
being a man that would hear reafon, and .had difcretion, as he ~~d. found by experi
ence, when the three fhips, as has been faId, were at Xaragua. 1 hIs anfwer made the 
admiral fufpeCl: Caravajal, and not withoU'( much caufe. 

Firjl, becaufe before Caravajal was at Xaragua, where thefe rebels then were, they 
had often writ and fent meffages to their friends that were with the lieutenant, telling 
them, they would come and deliver themfelves up to the admiral as foon as he arrived, 
and therefore they defired them to intercede for them, and appeafe him. 

Secondly, becaufe, fince they did this, as foon as they heard there were two fhips 
come to the affill:ance of the lieutenant, they had much more caufe to perform it, 
knowing the admiral was not come, had not the long conference Caravajal had with 
them prevented it. 

Tbirdfy, becaufe if he would have done his duty, he might have kept Roldan, 
and the chief men of his gang prifoners, aboard his caraval, they having been two 
days aboard without any fecurity given. 

Fourtbty, becaufe knowing as he did, that they were in rebellion, he ought not 
to fuffer them to buy aboard the fhips, as they did, fifty-fix fwords, and fixty crofs
bows. 

Fifthly, becaufe there being fame proofs that the men who were to land with 
John Anthony to go to St. Domingo, would join the rebels, he ought not to [uffer 
them to land, or at leaft when they were gone over to them, he ought to have been 
more induftrious to endeavour to recover them. 

Sixthly, becaufe he gave out that he came to the Indies as companion to the ad
miral, that nothing might be done without him, for fear the admiral :lhould commit 
fome offence. 

Se-venthly, becaufe Roldan had writ to the admiral by Caravajal himfelf, acquainting 
him, that he was drawing near to St. Domingo with his men, by the advice of Cara
vajal, to be the nearer to treat of an accommodatioN., when the admiral arrived in Hif
paniola; and now he was come, his acrions not fuiting with his letter, it appeared he 
had .rather invited him to come thither, to the end .that if th~ admiral had been long 
commg, or had not come at all, he, as the admIral's affoclate, and Roldan as chief 
juftice, might govern the ifland in defpite of the lieutenant. 

Eighthly, becaufe at the fame time that the other captains came with the three cara
vals t? St. Domingo, he ca~ne by land attended by a guard of the rebels, and one of 
!~e c~Ief of them called Garmr, who had been two days and two nights with him aboard 
hIS {hlp. 

NimiJIy, becaufe he writ to the rebels when they Gune to Bonao, and fent them 
prefents and provifions. 

"Tenthly ~nd laftly, becau~e, befide~ th~t the faid rebels would not treat with any 
body hut 111m, they all unammoufly [aid, If there had been occafion they would have 
taken him for their captain. ., 
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Yet the admiral, on the other fide, confidering that Caravajal was a difcreet 
prudent perfon, and a gentleman, and that everyone of thofe arguments might be 
anfwered, and perhaps what he had been told was not true, and looking upon him 
as one that would not do any thing contrary to his duty, having a great defire to put 
out that fire, he refolved to confult \vith all the chief men he had about him, about 
Roldan's anfwer, and refolve upon what was to be done on this occafion. All agreeing 
upon it, he fent Caravajal, with Ballefter, to treat, who had no other anfwer from 
Roldan, but that fince they had not brought the Indians he demanded, they {bould 
not without them talk of any accommodation. Caravajal difcreetly anfwering to thefe 
words, made fo taking a difcourfe, that he moved Roldan and three or four of the 
chief men to go wait upon the admiral and agree with him; but the others difliking of 
it, as Roldan and the others were mounting their horfes to go with Caravajal to the 
admiral, they fell upon them, faying, they would not allow them to go, and tha: if 
any agreement was to be made, it {bould be drawn up in writing, that they might all 
know what was doing: fo that after fome days paifed, upon this refolution, on the 
20th of October, Roldan, by the confent of all his men, writ a letter to the admiral, 
laying the blame of their feparation on the lieutenant; and telling the admiral, that 
!ince he had not in writing fent them fecurity to come and give an account of them
felves, they had refolved to fend him their demands in writing, which were the reward 
of what they had hitherto done, as {ball appear hereafter. Though their propofals 
were extravagant and infolent, yet the commander Balle!ler, the next day, writ to the 
admiral, extolling Caravajal's moving difcourfe, and faying, that fince it was not of 
force to remove thofe people from their wicked defign, nothing lefs than granting them 
"\..-hat they demanded would preyail; for he found them fo refolute, that he looked 
upon it as mofl: certain, that moft of the people that were with his lordlbip would go 
wer to the rebels. And though he might rely on his fervants :md men of honour, yet 
'they would not be able to withfbnd fuch a number, many daily reforting to them, 
which the admiral already knew by experiC'l1ce; for when Roldan was near St. Do
mingo, he muftered all that were fit to bear arms, if it were requifite, and obferved 
that fome feigning themfelves fick, and fome lame, he had not found above feventy 
men, of which there were not forty that he could confide in. For which reafon, the 
next day being the 17th of OCl:ober I <~'),c:, the aforefaid Roldan, and the chief of his 
followers, who would have gone to the a.Jmir~~l, fent him a letter fubfcribed by them, 
telling him, they had withdrawn from the lieutenant to Llye their lives, he haying a 
defign to deftroy them; and that they being his lordfhip's feri'ants, whofe coming 
they had expected, as of one that would look upon \Vh~\t they had done, complying 
with their duty, as good feryiee, they had hindered their people from doing harm to 
any that belonged to his lordfhip, as they might eafily have done. But that fince he 
was come, and was fo far from thinking fa, that he infifted upon taking revenge, and 
doing them harm, that they might with honour do what they had undertaken, and be 
at liberty to do it, they took l('ave of him and his fervice. Before this letter was -de
livered to the admiral, he h<ld fent RoldLlll an anfwer. Caravajd, whom he fent to 
him, telling him what confidence he always repofed in him, and what a good account 
lIe had given His Catholic Majefiy of them; adding, that he did not write to him, for 
fear of fome inconveniency, if his letter lhould be [een by the common fort, which 
might redound to his difadv:mtage; and therefore, inftead of hand and feal, he had 
fent that perf on to him, in whom he knew how much he confided, and might regard 
\l'hat he faid as if it were under his feal, which was the commander Ballefier; and 

therefore 
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therefore he might confider what was proper to be done, and he fhould find him m?fi: 
ready to comply. On the 18th of Oaober he ord~red five fhips to de~art for Sp~m, 
fending Their Catholic Majefties by them a moIl: partIcular acc~unt of affaIrs, and faymg, 
he had kept thofe fhips till then, believing that Roldan and hIS men would have gO.ne 
away in them, as they had given out at firfi:; and that the other ~hree he kept WIth 
him, were fitting out for his brother to go in them to purfue the dI(covery of the con
tinent of Paria, and take order about the fifhery and trade for pearls, a fample whereof 
he fent them by Arogial. 

CHAP. LXXX. - How Francis Roldan went to treat with the Admiral, but came to 
no Agreement with him. 

ROLDAN having received the admiral's letter, anfwered the third day, fe~m~ng to 
incline to do all he ordered him; but his men not allowing him to go to treat WIthout 
a fafe conduct, he defired him to fend one, drawn up according to thofe heads he fent 
under his hand, and figned by the chief men about him. This fafe conduct ~as 
immediately fent him by the admiral on the 26th of October, and Roldan havmg 
received it foon came, but rather with a defign to draw fame body over to him, than 
to conclude any thing, as appeared by his impudent propofals. Thus he returned 
without concluding any thing, faying, he would give his company an account of 
matters, and write word what they refolved on. And that there might be fome body 
fmm the admiral to treat and fign what was agreed on, the admiral's fteward went with 
him; his name was Salamanca. After much talk, Roldan fent articles of agreement 
fo): the admiral to fubfcribe, telling him, that was all he could obtain of his people, 
and if his lordfhip thought fit to grant it, he fhould fend his aifent to The Conception; 
for at Bonao they had no longer provifions to fubfiIl: on, and they would expect his 
anfwer till the next Monday. The admiral having read their anfwer and propofals, 
and confidering what difhonourable things they demanded, would not grant them, left 
he fhould bring himfelf, his brothers, and juftice itfelf, into contempt. But that they 
might have no caufe to complain, or fay he was too Il:iff in this affair, he ordered a 
general pardon to be proclaimed, and to be thirty days upon the gates of the fort, the 
purport whereof was as follows: 

" That forafmuch as during his abfence in Spain, fome difference had happened 
b~tween the lieutenant and the chief juftice Roldan, and other perfons who had fled 
WIth him, notwithftanding any thing that had happened, they might all in general, 
a~d everyone in particular, ftfely come to ferve Their Catholic Majefties, as if no 
dIfference had ever been; and that whofoever would go into Spain fhould have his 
paifage, and an order to receive his pay, as was ufual with others, provided they pre
fented themfelves before the admiral within thirty days, to receive the benefit of this 
pardon: proteftir:g that in c~fe they did not. appear within the time limited, they fhould 
be proceeded agamft accordmg to courfe of law." 

!his pardon, fubfcribed by ~imfelf, he fent to Roldan by Caravajal, giving him, in 
wntmg, ~he re.afor:s why he neIther could nor ought to grant the articles fent by him, 
and. puttmg hl~ m mmd what they ought to do, if they aimed at Their Majefties' 
fervlce. CaravaJal went to the rebels at The Conception, where they were very haughty 
and proud, laughing at the admiral's pardon, and faying., he fhould foon have occafion 
to aik one of them. All this happened in the fpace of three weeks during which time 
qnder colour of apprehending a man Roldan would execute, they kept the commande: 

Ballefier 
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Ballefier befieged in the fort, and cut off his water, believing the want of it would 
oblige him to furrender; but upon Caravajal's arrival, they r;:'.lie,] the fiege, aud after 
many altercations made on both fides, came to the following conclufion. \ 

CHAP. LXXXI. - The Agreement made between the Admiral and Roldan with his 
Rebels. 

THE articles figned and agreed to by Francis Roldan and his company, in order to 
their return to Spain, are as follows: 

I. " That the lord admiral give him two good !hips, and .in good order, according 
to the judgment of able feamen, to be delivered to him at the port of Xaragua, becaufe 
mofi of his followers were there; and becaufe there is no other port more commodious 
to provide and prepare viaualling and other neceffaries, where the faid Roldan and his 
company !hall embark, and fail for Spain, if fo God pleafe. 

II. " That his lord!hip !hall give an order for the payment of the ialaries due to 
them all till that day, and letters of recommendation to Their Catholic Majefties, th.at 
they may caufe them to be paid. 

Ill. " That he fhall give them flaves for the fervice they have done in the ifland, and 
their fufferings, and certify the faid gift: and becaufe fame of them have women 
big with child, or delivered; if they carry them away, they fhall pafs inftead of fuch 
flaves they were to have; and the children fhall be free, and they may take them along 
with them. 

IV. " His lordfhip fhall put into the aforefaid fhips all the provifions requifite for 
that voyage, as have been given to others before; and becaufe he could not furnifh 
them with bread, the judge and his company have leave to provide in the country, and 
that they have thirty hundred weight of biiket allowed them, or for want of it thirty 
facks of corn; to the end, that if the carabi or Indian bread fhould fpoil, as might 
eafily happen, they may fubfift upon the aforefaid biiket or corn. 

V. " That his lordfhip fhall give a fafe condua for fuch perfons as !hall come t() 
receive the orders for their pay. 

VI. " Forafmuch as fome goods belonging to feveral perfons, who are with Roldan, 
have been feized, his lordfhip fhall order refiitution to be made. 

VII. " That his lordfhip fhall write a letter to Their Catholic Majefties, aCGluainting 
them, that the faid Roldan's fwine remain in the Wand, for the inhabitants' provifion, 
being one hundred and twenty great ones, and two hundred and thirty fmall, praying 
Their Highnefs to allow him the price for them they would have bore in the ii1and ; the 
which fwine were taken from him in February 1498. 

VIII. " That hi~ lordfhip fhall give the faid Roldan full authority to fell fome goods 
he has, which he mufi part with to go away, or to do with them as he pleafes, or to 
leave them for his own ufe with whom he thinks fit, to make the beft of them. 

IX. " That his lordfhip will order the judges to give fpeedy judgment concerning 
the horfe. 

X. " That if his lordfhip fhall find the demands of Salamanca to be jufi, he fhall 
write to the faid judge to caufe him to be paid. 

XI. " That his lordfhip {hall be difcourfed concerning the captain's flaves. 
XII. " That forafmuch as the faid Roldan and his company miftrufi, that his 

lord lhip , or fome other perf on by his order, may offer them fome violence, with the 
other fhips ~hat are in the ifland, he fhall therefore grant them a pafs or fafe condua, 
promifing in Their Majefiies' name, and upon his own faith, and the word of a gem le-
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man as is ufed in Spain, that neither his lord{hip, nor any other perf on {hall offend , ." them, or obfiruCt theIr voyage. . 
" Having examined this agreement mad.e by Alonfo Sar:chez de c:aravapl and James 

de Salamanca with Francis Roldan and hIS company, thIS day bemg -w. :-dnefday the 
21fi of November 1498, I am content it be fully obferved, upon condItIOn. that the 
faid Francis Roldan, nor any of his follower:;;, !n whofe name he fubfcnb~d and 
ratified the articles by him delivered to the aforefald Alonfo Sanchez de <:a~'avapl and 
James de Salamanca, {hall not receive into their company any other Chnfilan of the 
ifland, of any fiate or condition whatfoev~r." , 

" I Francis Roldan, judge, do promlfe and engage my faIth and word for myfelf 
and all thofe with me, that the articles above mentioned {hall be obferved and fulfilled, 
without any fraud, but faithfully as is here fet down, hi~ lord{hip performing all that 
has been agreed on between Alonfo Sanchez de Caravapl and James de Salamanca 
and myfelf, as is in the written articles." 

1. " That from the day of the date hereof, till the anfwer be brought, for which 
ten days {hall be allowed, I will admit no perfoll whatfoever of thofe that are with the 
lord admiral. 

II. " That within fifty days after the faid anfwer {hall be delivered to me here in The 
Concepti0l1, figned and fealed by his lordfhip, which {hall be within the ten days before 
mentioned, we will embark and fet fail for Spain. 

III. " That none of the Daves freely granted us, !hall be carried away by force. 
IV. " That whereas the admiral \vill not be at the port where we are to embark, 

the perfon or perfons his lordfhip {hall fend thither, be honoured and refpected as Their 
Majefiies' and his lord{hip's officers, to whom flull be given an account of all we put 
aboard the ihips, that they may enkr it, and do as his lord {hip {hall think fit; as alfo 
to deliver to them fuch things as we have in our hands belonging to Their Majefries. 
All the aforefaid articles are to be fubfcribed and performed by his 10rdfl1ip, as Alonfo 
Sanchez de Caravajal and James de Salamanca have them in writing; the anfwer 
whereof I expecr here at The Conception for eight days to come; and if it be not then 
brought, I fhall not be obliged to any thing here mentioned." 

" In tefl:imony whereof, and that I and my company may obferve and perform 
what I have faid, I have fubfcribed this writing. Given at The Conception, on the 
16th of November 1498." 

CHAP. LXXXII. - How after the Agree'nellt concluded, the Rebels went away to 
Xaraglltl, laying, they WQuld embark on the two Ships fent them by the Admiral. 

THINGS being acljufted as above, Caravajal and Salamanca returned to St. Do~ 
mingo to the admiral, and at their requeft, on the 2 I fl: of November, he fubfcribed 
the aforefaid articles brought by them, and granted a new fafe conduCt or leave to all 
thofe that'would not go to Spain with Roldan, promifing them pay, or the liberty of 
planters, as they liked beft, and for others to come freely to manage their affairs. 
Thefe the Caftellan BalleD:er delivered to Roldan and his company at The Conception, 
on the 24trc of November, and they having received them, went away toward 
Xar~gua, to prepare for thei:' de'pa~ture, as was afterwards known. And though the 
admlfal ''':as fenfible of t~ell' vIll.amy, and n:uch concerned that the good fervice his 
brother mIght have done ltl contmumg the dIfcovery of the continent of Paria, and 
fettling the pearl fill;ry and trade, was obfl:ru,cred by, giving them thofe {hips, yet he 
'would not give the reoeh ocqfion to blame him, faymg, he had refufed them their 
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paifage. He began therefore prefently to fit out the fhips as had been agreed, though 
the equipment was fomewhat retarded for want of neceifaries. To fupply which 
defeCt, and that no time might be loft, he ordered Caravajal to go over by land to 
provide and difpofe all things for the departure of the rebels, whilft the fhips came 
about, giving him ample commiffion for it, refolving himfelf to go foon to Ifabella, to 
fettle affairs there, leaving his bl'other James at St. Domingo, to look to that place. 
After his departure, about the end of January, the two caravals, furnifhed with all 
neceifaries for the voyage, fet out to take up the rebels; but a great ftorm rifing by 
the way, they were forced to put into another port till the end of March; and becaufe 
the caraval Ninna, one of the two, was in the worft condition, and required moft 
repairs, the admiral fent orders to Peter de Arana and Francis de Garai to repair to 
Xaragua, with another called Santa Cruz, or the Holy Crofs, aboard which Caravajal 
went, and not by land. He was eleven days by the way, and found the other caraval 
waiting for him. 

CHAP. LXXXIII. - How the Rebels altered their ReIolution of going to Spain, and 
came to a new Agreement witb tbe Admiral. 

IN the mean while, the caravals not coming, and moft of Roldan's men having no 
mind to embark, they took that delay for a pretence to flay, blaming the admiral, as 
if he had not difpatched them as foon as he might; whereof he being informed, writ 
to Roldan and Adrian, perfmiding them in a friendly manner to perform the agree
ment, and not fall into difobedience. Befides, Caravajal, who was with them at 
Xaragua, on the 20th of April entered his proteftation before a notary, called Francis 
de Garai, afterwards governor of Panuco and of Jamaica, requiring them, fince the 
admiral had fent the !hips, to accept of them, and embark according to articles. And 
becaufe they would not, on the 25th of April he ordered the {hips to return to St. 
Domingo, becaufe they were deftroyed by the worms, and the men fuffered much for 
want of provifions. The rebeLs were no way concerned, but rather rejoiced and grew 
haughty, feeing fuch account was made of them, and were fa far hom acknowledging 
the admiral's civility, that they laid it to his charge in writing, that it was through his 
fault they ftaid, faying, he had a mind to be revenged on them, and had therefore 
delayed the fending of the caravals, which were in fuch ill cafe, that it was impoffible 
they fhould go in them to Spain; and that though they had been never fo good, their 
provifions were fpent expeCting them, and they could not get more under a long 
while, for which reafon they had refolved to expecr redrefs from Their Majefties. 
Caravajal returned with this anfwer by land to St. Domingo, to whom, at the time of 
his departure, Roldan [aid, he would willingly go wait on the admiral, to endeavour 
for fuch an accommodation as might pleafe all parties, provided he would fend him his 
fafe conduCt. Caravajal fent the admiral word of it from St. Domingo on the 15th of 
May, who anfwered on the 2 I ft, commending him for the pains he took, and fent the 
fafe conduCt he required, with a !hort letter to Roldan, though very pithy, perfuading. 
him to peace, fubmiffion, and Their Majefties' fervice; which he afterwards repeated 
at St. Domingo more at large on the 29th of June; and on the 3d of Auguft, fix or 
feven of the chief men about the admiral fent Roldan another fafe conduCt, that he 
might come to treat with his lord!hip. But the diftance being great, and the admiral 
having occafion to vi fit the country, he refolved to go with two caravals to the port of 
Azua in the fame iflanu Hifpaniola, weft of St. Domingo, to be the nearer the pro. 
vince where the rebel~ were, many of whom came to the faid port; and the admiral 
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arriving there about the end of Auguft with his 1hips, confer~ed with the chief of 
them, exhorting them to defift from their ill courfe, ~nd promifing. them all pollible 
favour and kindnefs, which they promifed to do, proVIded the admIral granted them 
four things, viz. . 

I. " That he 1hall fend fifteen of them to Spain in the firft 1hlpS that went: 
II. " That to thofe that remained, he 1hould give land and houfes for their pay. 
III. " That proclamation 1hould be made,. that all that had happened was caufed 

by falfe fuggeftions, and through the fault .of III men. ." 
IV. " That the admiral1hall anewappomt Roldan perpetual Judge. . , 
This being concluded among them, Roldan returned a1hore from t.he ~dmiral s 

caraval and fent his companions the articles, which were fo much to theIr mmd, and 
fo unre~fonable that they concluded, faying, in cafe the admiral failed in any part, it 
1hould be lawf;l for them by force, or any other means, to oblige him to performance. 
The admiral being eager to conclude this difficult matter, which had lafted above two 
years; and confidering his adverfaries continued more obftinate than ever, and that 
many of thofe, who were with him, had a mind to join companies, and confpire to .. 
gether, to go to other parts of the ifland, as Roldan had done; he refolved to fign 
the articles whatfoever they were, viz. To grant Roldan a patent for perpetual judge, 
and the other three above-mentioned particulars, befides all they had fent in writing, 
a copy whereof was inferted above. On Tuefday following, being the 5th of No
vember, Roldan to exercife his office, and accordingly it being a part of his grant, he 
conftituted Peter Riquelme judge of Bonao, with power to imprifon offenders in 
criminal cafes, but that he 1hould fend criminals upon life and death, to be tried by 
him at the fort of The Conception. The fubftitute being no honefter than his 
mafter, he prefently went about to build a ftrong houfe at Bonao, had not Peter 
de Arana forbid him, becaufe he plainly perceived it was contrary to the refpeCt due 
to the admiral. 

CHAP. LXXXIV. - How Ojeda, returning from his Difcoruery, excited new Troubles 
in Hifpaniola. 

TO return to the courfe of our hiftory, the admiral having adjufted matters with 
Roldan, appointed a captain with fome men to march aDout the Wand to pacify it, 
and reduce the Indians to pay the tribute, and be always in a readinefs, that upon the 
leaft mutiny amo~g the Chrifti~ns, and. fign. of rebellion among ~he Indians, he might 
fupprefs and pum1h them, whICh he dId WIth a defign to go hlmfelf over to Spain, 
and carry with him his brother the lieutenant, becaufe it would be difficult, if he were 
left behind, to forget old grudges. .As he was preparing for his voyage, Alonfo de 
Ojeda, who had been difcovering with four 1hips, arrived in the ifland. And for
afmuch. as this fort of men fai.le~ about to make their fortune,. on the 5t? of September 
he put mto the port the Chnfhans c~lIed Brafil, and the IndIans Yaqmmo, defigning 
to take what he could from the IndIans, and load with wood and flaves. Whilft he 
was thus employed, he did all the harm he could; and to ihew he was a limb of the 
billiop ,;:e have D:entioned, endeavoured to raife another mutiny, gave out, that 
Queen Ilabel or Ehzabeth was ready to die; and as foon as ihe was dead there would 
be nobody left to fupport the admiral, and that he, as a faithful ferva;lt to the faid 
bi1hop, might do what he pleafed againft the admiral, ~ecaufe of the enmity there was 
between them. Upon thef~ grounds he began to wnte to fome ,that were not very 
found, after the late troubles, and to hold correfpondence with them. But Roldan 
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being informed of his proceedings and defigns, by the admiral's order, went againfl: 
him with twenty-one men, to prevent him doing the harm he intended. Being come 
within a league and a half of him, on the Z 9th of September, he underfl:ood he was 
with fifteen men at a cacique's, whofe name was Haniguaaba, making bread and 
bifket; and therefore he travelled that night to furprize him. Ojeda underftanding 
that Roldan was coming upon him, and being too weak to oppofe him, to make the 
beft of a bad cafe, went to meet him, faying, want of provifions had brought him 
thither, to fupply himfelf in the King his mafter's dominions, without defigning any 
harm. And giving him an account of his voyage, faid, he had been difcovering fix 
hundred leagues weftward along the co aft of Paria, where he found people that fought 
the Chriftians even hand, and had wounded twenty of his men; for which reafon he 
could make no advantage of the wealth of the country, where he faid he had feen 
deer and rabbits and tygers' fkins and paws and gaaninies, all which he ihewed 
Roldan aboard the caravals, faying, he would foon repair to St. Domingo to give the 
admiral an account of all. He at this time was much troubled, becaufe Peter de 
Arana had fignified to him, that Riquelme, judge of Bonao, for Roldan, under 
colour of building a houfe for his herds, had made choice of a ftrong rock, that he 
might from thence, with a few men, do all the harm he thought fit; that he had 
forbid him: whereupon Riquelme had drawn up a procefs, atte'fted by witneffes 
againft him, and fent it to the admiral, complaining that Arana ufed violence 
againft him, and praying relief, that no diforder might happen among them. Here
upon, though the admiral knew that man was not of a quiet difpofition, yet he thought 
fit to conceal his jealoufy, yet fo as to be upon his guard; being of opinion it was 
enough to provide againft Ojeda'S open intrufion, without taking notice of that which 
might tolerably be connived at. Ojeda holding his wicked purpofe, and taking leave 
of Roldan in February 1500, went away with his ihips to Xaragua, where a great 
many of thofe lived, who had before rebelled with Roldan. And becaufe avarice is 
the moft beneficial and ready way to promote any mifchief, he began to give out 
among thofe people, that Their Catholic Majefties had appoint,ed him and CaraYajal the 
admiral's counfellors, that they might not fufFer him to do any thing, which they did 
not think was for Their Majefties' fervice; and that among many other things they had 
ordered him to do, one was, that he {hould immediately pay in ready money, all 
thofe that were in the ifland in their fervice; and fince the admiral was not fo juft as to 
do it, he was ready to go along with them to St. Domingo, to oblige him to pay them 
out of hand; and that done, if they thought fit, to turn him out of the ifland dead or 
alive; for they ought not to rely on the agreement made, or the word he had given 
them, for he would keep it no longer than neceHity obliged him to it. Upon thefe 
promifes, many refolved to follow him; and therefore, being affifted by them, he one 
night fell upon others who oppofed him, and there were fome killed and wounded on 
both fides. And being fatisfied that Roldan, who was returned to the admiral's 
fervice, would not join with them, they refolved to furprize and make him prifoner; 
but he, being informed of their defign, went well attended where Ojeda was, to put 
a ftop to his diforders, or puniih him, as he fhould find expedient. Ojeda, for fear of 
him, retired to his ihips, and Roldan continuing a{hore, they treated about a con
ference; each of them fearing to put himfelf into the power of the other. Roldan 
perceiving that UJeda was unwilling to come aihore, he offered to go treat with him 
aboard: to which purpofe he fent to afk his boat, which he fent him well manned, 
and having taken in Roldan with fix or feven of his followers, when they leaft fuf
peC1:ed it, Roldan and his people on a [udden fell upon Ojeda'S men, with their naked 
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fwords, and killing fome and wound}ng others, made ,themfe1~es ~afl:e~s of the boat, 
returning with it to land, Oje,da havmg only a ~mall fluff left hIm, m whIch ~e refolved 
to come peaceably to treat wIth Roldan. Havmg made fome excufe for hIS offences, 
he agreed to refi:ore fome men he had taken by ~orce, that his boat ,and men might be 
returned him; alleging, if it were not refiored, It would be the rum o~ them all aI~d 
their fhips, becaufe he had no other ~t to ferve them. Roldan readI!y granted It, 
that he might have no caufe to complam, or fay, he was 10fi thr~ugh hIS mea~s; yet 
making him promife and give fecurity that he would depart the Ifland by a tIme ,a~
pointed, as he was obliged to do, by the g?od guard Roldan kept a~ore. ,B,ut as It IS 
a hard matter to root out cElckle, fo that It may not fprout up agam; fo It IS no lefs 
difficult for people that have got a habit of doing ill to fo~bear relapfing into their 
crimes, as happened to fome of the rebels a few days after Ojeda was go~~, For one 
D. Ferdinand de Guevara, being in difgrace with the admiral, as a fedItIOus perfo~, 
and having taken part with Ojeda, in hatred to Roldan, becaufe he would not permIt 
him to take to wife the daughter of Canua, the principal q~ee~ of X~ragu~, began to 
gather many confpirators to fecure, Roldan, and f,!cceed hml ,m the Il~ thmgs he had 
done, Particularly he gained to hIs party one AdrIan de Moxlca, a duef man among 
the late rebels, and other wicked men, who, about the middle of July 1500, had 
'contrived to fecure or murder Roldan. He having intelligence of the defign, flood 
upon his guard, and ordered his bufinefs fo well, that he feized the aforefaid D. Fer
dinand, Adrian, and the chief men of their party; and fending the admiral an account 
of what had happened, a£ked what his pleafure was he fhould do with them? The 
anfwer was, That fince they had endeavoured, without any provocati~m, to difiurb 
the country, (and if they were not punifhed, every thing mufi run to ruin,) he fhould 
punifh them according to their demerits, and as the law ,direC1:ed. The judge did 
it accordingly, and proceeding legally againfi them, hanged Adrian as chief author of 
the confpiracy, banifhed others, and kept D. Ferdinand in prifon, till on the 13th of 
June he delivered him, with other prifoners, to Gonfalo Blanco, to carry them to 
la Vega, that is, the Plain, where the admiral then was. This example quieted the 
country, and the Indians again fubmitted themfelves to the Chrifl:ians. Such rich 
gold mines were difcovered, that every man left the King's pay, and went away to 
live upon his own account, applying himfelf to dig gold at his own expence, allowing 
the King the third part of all they found. This profpered fo well, that a man has 
gathered five marks (a mark is eight ounces) of gold in a day, and a grain of pure gold 
has bee~ taken up worth above 195 ducats; and the Indians were fubmiffive, dreading 
the, adml;al, and fa defirous to pleaf~ him, that they readily became Chriflians only to 
oblIge hIll. When any of the chIef of them was to appear before him, he en
deavoured to be clad: and therefore to fettle all things the better, the admiral refolved 
to take a progrefs through the ifland; and accordingly he and his brother and lieu
tenant fet out on Wednefday the 20th of February 1499, and came to Ifabella on the 
19th of March. From Ifabella they fet out the 5th of April for The Conception and 
ca~e thither the Tuefday followi~g. The lieutenant went thence for Xaragua, ~pon 
Fr~day the 7th of June. On Chnfimas day following, which was in the year 1499, 
bemg forfaken by all t~le world, the Indians and rebel Chrifiians fell upon me, and I 
:V~lS re,duced to fuch dlfirefs, that to avoid death, leaving all behind me, I put 'to fea 
m. a httle caraval. B~t our Lord prefently relieved me, faying, Thou man of little 
faIth, fear not, I am ,WIth you; and fo he difperfed my enemies, and fhewed how he 
could fulfil my pronufes: u~happy finne; that I am, who placed all my hopes on the 
,YorId. From The ConceptIOn the adnural defigned to go to St. Domingo, on the 
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. 3d of February, in order to make ready to return into Spain to give Their Catholic 
Majefties an account of all things. 

CHAP. LXXXV. - How their Catholic lYlajqfiies, lIpon fa!fe Informations, and mali
cious Complaints of fome Pe/fans, fillt a Judge to take cognizance of Affairs. 

WHILST thefe diforders happened, as has been faid, many of the rebels by let
ters fent from Hifpaniola, and others that were returned into Spain, did not ceafe to 
give in falfe informations to the King and his council, againft the admiral and his bro
thers, faying, they were cruel and unfit for that government, as well becaufe they 
were ftrangers and aliens, as becaufe they had not formerly been in a condition to 
learn by experience how to govern people of condition; affirming, that if Their 
Highneffes did not apply fome remedy, thofe countries would be utterly deftroyed ; and 
in cafe they were not quite ruined by their ill government, the admiral would revolt, 
and join in league with fome prince to fupport him, he pretending that all was his own, 
as having been difcovered by his induftry and labour; and that the better to compa[~ 
his defign, he concealed the wealth of the country, and would not have the Indians 
ferve the Chri.f1:ians, nor be converted to the faith, becaufe by maki:lg much of then'. 
he hoped they would be of his fide, to do what he pleafed againi1: Their Highnei1es. 
They proc\~eding in thefe and fuch like Danders, importuned Their Catholic MajeHies, 
ever talking ill of the admiral, and complaining there were feveral years pay due to the 
men, gave occafion to all that were at court to rail. So that when I was at Granada, 
at the time the mOft ferene Prince Michael happened to die, above fifty of them, like 
fhamelefs wretches? brought a load of grapes, and fat down in the court of Alhambra, 
(a ca~tle and palace) crying out, that 'their Highneffes and the admiral made them li~(' 
fo nllferably by not paying them, with many other fcandalons expreffrons. And theIr 
impudence was fo great, that if The Catholic King \'.ent abroad, they all got about 
him, crying, pay, pay. And if it happened that my brother or I, \dlO \vere pages 
to Her Majefly, pailed by where they were, they cried (.l1t in a hideous manner, mak
ing the fign of the c1'ofs, and faying, tlv:re are the admiral of the Mofqueto's fons, 
he that has found out blfe and deceitful countries, to be the ruin and burial place 
of the Spanifh gentry; adding many more fuch infolencies, which '11ade us cautious 
of appearing before them. Their compbints running fo high, and their conitant im
portunity with the King's favourites, it was refol ved to fend a judge to Hifpaniola, to 
inquire into all thefe affairs, ordering him, in cafe he found the admiral guilty of 
what was all edged, to fend him to Spain, and Hay there himfelf as governor. The 
perfon Their Majefiies made choice of for this purpofe, was one Francis de Bova
dilb, a poor knight of the order of Calatrava, who on the 2 I it of May 1499 had full 
and ample commiffron given him at Madrid, and blank letters, fubfcribed by Their 
Majefl:ies, to fuch perfons as he fhoulJ think fit in Hifpaniola, commanding them to be 
aiding and affifting to him. Thus furnifhed, he 3.rrived at St. Domingo at the latter 
end of Auguft 1500, at fuch time as the admiral was at The Conception, fettling the 
affairs of that province, where his brother had been affaulted by the rebels, and where 
there \\ ere more Indians, and thofe more underIl:anlling people than in the refl: of the 
iDand. So that Bovadilla at his arrival tinding nobody to keep him in awe, the firft 
thing he did was to take up his quarters in the admiral's palace, and feize and make 
ufe of all he found there, as if it had fallen to him by inheritance; and gathering to
gether all he could find that had been in rebellion, and many others that hated the 
admiral and his brothers, he prefently declared himfelf governor. And to gain the 
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affeCtions of the people he caufed a general freedom to be proclaimed for twenty 
, , ' h d' I 't h' 'thout any delay becaufe It years to come; requmng tea mIra to repaIr a 1m WI " f 

was convenient for His l\1ajefty's fervice he fhould do fa. And to back hIS UmmO!1S, 
on the 7th of September, fent him the King's letter by F. John, de la Sera, whIch 

was to this effeCt : 

To D. Chr!fl0ptJer Coton, our Admiral of the Ocean. 

WE have ordered the commendary Francis de Bovadilla? the ?earer~ to acq';laim you 
with fome things from us: therefore we defire you to gIve hIm entlre credIt, and to 
obey him. 
" Given at Madrid the 21ft of May 1499· 

" I the King, I the Queen. 
" By command of Their Highneffes, MICH. PEREZ DE ALMAZAN." 

CHAP. LXXXVI. - How the Admiral was apprehended and .(ent to Spain in Irons, 
together with his Brothers. 

THE admiral having feen Their Majefties' letter, came away prefently to St. Do
mingo, where the aforefaid judge was, who being eager to remain gove~nor there,. at 
the beginning of OCtober 1500, without any delay, or legal inform~tIO.n, fent hIm 
prifoner aboard a fhip, together with his brother James, putting them m Irons, and a 
good guard over them, and ordered upon fevere penalties, that none fhould dare. to 
fpeak for them. After this, (by Abington law) he began to draw up a pro~efs agamft 
them, admitting the rebels his enemies as witneffes, and publickly favourmg all that 
came to fpeak ill of them, who in their depofitions gave in fuch villainies and inco
herencies, that he muft have been blind that had not plainly perceived they were falfe 
and malicious. For which reafon, Their Catholic Majefties would not admit of them, 
and cleared the admiral, repenting that they had fent fuch a man in that employment, 
and not without good caufe; for this Bovadilla ruined the ifland, and fquandered 
the King's revenues, that all men might be his friends, faying Their Majefties would 
have nothing but the honour of the dominion, and that the profit fhould be for 
their fubjeCts. Yet he negleCted not his own fhare, but fiding with the rich eft and 
moft powerful men, gave them Indians to ferve them, upon condition they fhould 
fhare with him all they got by their means, and fold by auCtion the poffeffions and 
rights the admiral had acquired for Their Majefties, faying, they were no labourers, 
nor did they defire to make a profit of thofe lands, but only kept them for the 
benefit of their fubjeCts. He thus felling all things under this colour, endeavoured 
o~ the other fide that they fhould be bought by fame of his own companions, for one 
thIrd of the value. Befides all this, he made no other ufe of his judicial power but 
to enrich himfelf and gain the affeCtions of the people, being ftill afraid left the lieu
tenant, who was not yet come from Xaragua, fhould put a ftop to his proceedings, 
and endeavour to fet the admiral at liberty by force of arms; in which particular 
~he br?thers behaved themfelves very prudently; for the admiral fent them word 
ImmedIa~ely, tha~ they fhould cOI?e peaceably to him, the King's fervice fo requiring, 
that the Ifland mIght n?t be put mto an uproar; for when they were in· Spain, they 
fhould more eafily obtam the punifhment of fuch a fenfelefs perfon, and fatisfaCtion for 
the wronf; do?e them. yet this did not divert Bovadilla from putting him and his 
brothers mto Irons, allowmg the bafer fort to rail at them publickly, blowing horns 

about 
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about the port where they were iliipped, befides many fcal1dalous libels fet up at 
corners of fl:reets againft them; fo that though he was informed that one James 
Ortir, governor of the hofpital, had writ a libel, and read it publickly in the market
place, he was fo far from puniiliing of him, that he feemed to be very well pleafed, 
which made everyone endeavour to iliew himfelf in this fort; And perh(1 v: for 
fear the admiral iliould fwim back, he took care when they \vere to :fail, to lidire 
Andrew Martin, the mafter of the {hip, to look to him, and to deliY"r him in irons as 
he was, to the biiliop D. John de Fonfeca, by whofe advice and direCtion it was con
cluded he did all thefe things; though when they were at fea, the mafter being fenG
ble of Bovadilla's unworthinefs, would have knocked oft~ the admiral's irons, which he 
would never permit, faying, that fince Their Catholic Majefties, by their letter di
reCted him to perform whatfoever Bovadilla did in their name command him to do, 
in virtue of which authority and commiilion he had put him into irons, he would h~.ve 
none but Their Highneffes themfelves to do their pleafure herein; and he was refolved 
to keep thofe fetters as relicks, and a memorial of the re\vard of his many fervi~es; 
as accordingly he did; for I always faw thofe irons in his room, which he ordered to 
be buried with his body; notwithil:anding that, he having on the 20th of November 
1500, writ to Their Majefties, acquainting them with his arrinl at Cadiz; they, under
ftanding the condition he came in, immediately gave orders that he {hould be releafed, 
and fent him very gracious letters, faying, they were "ery forry for his fufferings, 
and the unmannerly behaviour of Bovadilla towards him, ordering him to go to 
court, where care iliould be taken about his affairs, and he lhould be lhortly difpatched 
with full reftitution of his honour. Neverthelels, I cannot but blame Their Catholic 
Majefties, who chofe for that employment a bafe and ignorant man; for had he been 
a man who knew the duty of his office, the admiral himfelf would have been glad of 
his coming; fince he by letter had defired, that one might be fent to take true in
formation of the perverfenefs of thofe people, and of the crimes they committed, 
that they might be puniilied by another hand, he being unw-illing to ule that feve
rity which an impartial perf on would have done, becaufe the original of thofe tumults 
had been againft his brother. And though it may be urged, that though Their Ma
jefti~s had fuch bad accounts of the admiral, yet they ought not to fend Bovadilla 
with fo many letters, and fuch power, without limiting the commiilion they gave him. 
It may be anfwered in their behalf, that it was no wonder they did fo, becaufe the 
complaints againft the admiral were very many; as has been faid above. 

CHAP. LXXXVII. - How the Admiral went to Court to gi'1.'e Their Catholic Majcflies 
an Account of hin!felJ. 

AS foon as Their Majefties heard of the admiral's coming, and being in irons, 
they fent orders on the 12th of December for him to be fet at liberty, and writ 
to him to repair to Granada, where he was received by Their Highneffes with a favour
able afpeCt and kind words, telling him, his imprifonmellt had not been by their 
defire or command, and therefore they were much offended at it, and they would 
take care thofe that were in fault lhould be puniilied, and full fatisfaC1ion o-iven 
him. Having fpoke thefe and fuch like gracious words, they ordered his bufinefs 
lhould be immediately gone upon, the refult whereof was, that a governQr {bouid 
be fent to Hifpaniola, who was to right the admiral and his brothers, and Bo\'adilla 
lhould be obliged to reftore all he had taken from them; and that the admiral iliould 
be allowed all that belonged to him, according to the articles Their Higlmeffes had 
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granted hiri1; and that the rebels fhould be proceeded againft and punifhed ac~ordinp 
to their offences. Nicholas de Obando, commendary of laws, was fent ';'lth thIS 
power; he was a wife and judicious m~il, b~t, as afterw~rds appeare~,. partIal, craf
tily concealing his paffions, giving credIt to hIS own furmifes, and mahcIOus per~ons ; 
and therefore acting cruelly and revengefully, as appears by the dea;h of the ~Ig~ty 
kings we have fpoken of before. ~ut t.o return to the adm~ral; as fhelr MaJefhes 
were pleafed to fend Obando to Hlfpamola, fo they thought It propel: to fend the a~
miral upon fome voyage that might turn to his advantage, and keep hIm emplo~ed nIl 
the faid Obando could pacify and reduce the ifland Hifpaniola, becaufe they. dId not 
like to keep him fo long out of his right, without any jufl: occafion; the, lI~forma
tion fent by Bovadilla plainly appearing to be full of malice, and not contammg any 
tJ1ing whereby he might forfeit his right. But there being fome ,delay in the execu
tion of this defign, it being now the month of october 1500, and III men endeavoured 
to prevail that a new information mip;ht be expected, the admiral refolved to fpeak to 
Their Majeilies, and beg of them that they would defend him againft all dangers, 
which he afterwards repeated by letter. This they promifed him by letter, when the 
admiral was ready to fet out upon his voyage: the words of it are to this effect : 

" And be affured that your imprifonment was very difpleafing to us, which you 
were fenfible of, and all men plainly faw, becaufe as foon as we heard of it, we applied 
the proper remedies. And you know with how much honour and refpett we have 
always ordered you to be treated, which we now direct fhould be done, and that you 
receive all worthy and noble ufage, promifing that the privileges and prerogatives by 
us granted you {hall be preferved in ample manner, according to the tenor of our let. 
ters patents, which you and your children fhall enjoy without any contradiB:ion, as is 
due in reafon: And if it be requifite to ratify them anew, we will do it, and will order 
that your fon be put into poffeJuon of all, for we ctefire to honour and favour you in 
greater matters than thefe. And be, fatisfied we will take the due care of your fons 
and brotik'l's, which fhall be done when you are departed; "for the employment fhall 
be given to your {on, as has been faid. We therefore pray you not to delay your 
departure. 
" Given at Valentia de la Torre, on the 14th of March 15°2." . 

This Their Majefties writ, becaufe the admiral had refolved not to trouble him
felf any more with the affairs of the Indies, but to eafe himfelf upon my brother, 
wherein he was in the right; for he faid, that if the fervices he had already done 
were not fufficient to deferve to have thofe villainous people punifhed, all he could do 
for the future would never obtain it, fince' he had already performed the main thing 
he undertook before he difcovered the Indies, which was to fhew that there was a 
c?ntinent and iflands weftward; that the way was eafy and navigable, the advantage 
vlfible, and the people gentle and unarmed. All which fince he had verified him
felf in perfon, there now remained nothing but for Their Highneifes to purfue what 
was begun, fending people to difcover the fecrets of thofe countries; for now the gate 
was opened, anyone might follow the coaft, as fome did already, who impi.'operly call 
themfel yes difcoverers; not confidering they have not difcovered any new country, but 
~hat for the futu,re they. pur~ue the, firft difcovery, the admiral having {hewn them the 
}flands and provmce of Pana, whIch was the firfi: land of the continent difcovered. 
~ et the admi:al having ahvays had a great inclination to ferve Their Catholic Majef
tlE'S, and partlcularly the Queen, he was content to return to his fhips, and under
take the voyage wt:' fhall ,fpeak of 1 fOl:'he was convinced there would daily be found 
out great wealth, as he wnt to TheIr Hlghneifes the year 1499, fpeaking of the dif-
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covery in this manner: It is not to be difcontinued; for, to fay the truth, becaufe one 
time or other fomething material will be found. As has fince appeared by New Spaifi 
and Peru, though at that time, as generally happens to moft men, no body gave credit 
to what he faid, and yet he faid nothing but what proyed true, as Thr:ir Cath::>lic Ma
jefties teftify, in a letter of theirs writ at Barcelona on the 5th of 02pte:nber 1498. 

CHAP. LXXXVIII. - How the Admiral went from Granada to Seville', to fit out a 
Fleet for another DjfCO'vcry. 

THE admiral having been well difpatched by Their Catholic Majel1:ies, fet out 
from Granada for Seville in the year 1501, and being there, fo earneftly folicited 
the fitting out his fquadron, that in a fmall time he had rigged and provided four 
ihips, the biggeft of feventy, the leaft of fifty tons burthen, and one hundred and forty 
men and boys, of which number I was one. 

We fet fail from Cadiz on the 9th of May 1502, and failed to St. Catherine's, 
whence we parted on Wednefday the 11th of the bme month, and went to Arzilla to 
relieve the Portuguefe, who were reported to be in great diftref..c;; but ,,,hen we came 
thither, the Moors had raifed the fiege. The admiral therefore fent his brother 
D. Bartholomew Colon, and me, with the captains of the {hips, a{hore, to viilt the go
vernor of Arzilla, who had been wounded by the Moors in an afElUlt. He returned 
the admiral thanks for the vifit ;1nd his ofiers, and to this purpofe fent fome gentlemen 
to him, among whom fome were relations to Donna Philippa Moniz, the admiral's 
wife in Portugal. The fame day we fet fail, and arriving at Gran Canaria, on the 
2Gth of May, cafi anchor among the little iflands; and on the 24th went over to 
Mafpalomas in the fame ifiand, there to take in wood and water for our voyage. 
The next night we fet out for the Indies, and it pleafed God the wind was [0 fair, that 
without handling the fails, on Wednefday the 15th of June we arrived at the ifland 
Matinino with a rough fea and wind. There, according to the cufiom of thofe that 
fail from Spain to the Indies, the admiral took in fre{h wood and water, and made the 
men wafh their linen, fiaying till Saturday, when we ftood to the wefiward, and came 
to Dominica, ten leagues from the other. So running along among the Caribbee 
Wands, we came to Santa Cruz, and on the 24th of the fame month ran along the 
fouth fide of the Wand of St. John. Thence we took the way for St. Domingo, the 
admiral having a mind to exchange one of his {hips for another, becaufe it was a bad 
failer, and befides, could carry no fail, but the fide would lie almoft under water, 
which was a hindrance to his voyage, becaufe his 'defign was to have gone direaIy 
npon the coafi of Paria, and keep along that {hore, till he came upon the fireight, 
which he certainly concluded was about Veragua and Nombn.l de Dios. But feeing 
the fault of the :!hip, he was forced to repair to St. Domingo to change it for a 
~etter. 

And to the end the commendary Lores fent by Their Majefiies to call Bovadilla 
to an account for his male-adminifiration, might not be furptized at our unexpeCted 
arrival, upon Wednefday the 29th of June, being near the port, the admiral fent Peter 
ie Terreros, captain of one of the {hips to him, to fignify what occafion he had to 
:hange that {hip; for which reafon, as alfo becaufe he apprehended a great fiorm was 
coming, he defired to fecure himfelf in that port, advifing him not to let the fleet fail 
Dut of the port for eight days to come; for if he did it would be in great danger. 
But the aforefaid governor would not permit the admiral to come into the har
bour, nor did he hinder the goin9: out of the fleet that was bound for Spain, which 
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confifl:ed of eighteen fail, and was to carry Bovadilla, who had imprifox:ed the ~d~ 
miral and his brothers Francis Roldan and all the refl: who had been m rebelhon 
againfl: them and done' them fo much 'harm, all whom it pleafed Go~ ~o infa.tuate, 
that they might not admit of the admiral's good advice. And I am iat1sfie~ It was 
the hand of God; for had they arrived in Spain, they had never b.een pumf.hed ~s 
their crimes deferved; but rather been favoured and preferred, as ~emg the bIlhop s 
friends. This was prevented by their fetting out of that port for Spam; for no ~ooner 
were they come to the eafl: point of the ifland Hifpaniola, but there a~ofe fo ternble a 
florm that the admiral of the fleet funk, in which was Bovadilla, WIth mofl: of the 
rebel;, and made fuch havock among the refl:, that of eighteen ihips, only three. or 
four were faved. This happened upon Thurfday the lafl: of June, when t?e adm!raI 
having forefeen the fl:orm, and being refufed admittance into the port, for hIS fecunty, 
drew up as clofe to the land as he could, thus {heltering himfelf, not without much 
dijTatisfaCl:ion among his men, who, for being with him, were denied that reception 
which had been allowed to fl:rangers, much more to them that were of the fame 
nation; for they feared they might be fa ferved, if any misfortune fhould befal them 
for the future. And though the admiral was concerned on the fame accout;lt, yet it 
more vexed him to behold the bafenefs and ingratitude ufed towards him in that coun~ 
try he hat.l given to the honour and benefit of Spain, being refufed to ihelter his 
life in it. Yet his prudence and judgment fecured_ his fhips, till the next day the 
tempell: increafing, and the night coming on very dark, three fhips broke from him 
everyone its own way; the men aboard each of them, though all of them in great 
danger, concluded the others were loll:; but they that fuffered mofl: were thofe 
aboard the fhip called Santo, who to fave their boat, which had been aihore with the 
captain Terreros, dragged it a~ftern, where it over~fet, and were at lafl forced to let 
it go to fave themfelves. But the caraval Bermuda was in much more danger, which 
running out to fea, was almofl: covered with it, by \yhich it appeared the admiral 
had reafoD to endeavour to change it; and all men concluded that, under God, the 
admiral's brother was the faving of her, by his wifdom and refolution; for as has 
been faid above, there was not at that time a more expert failor than he. So that 
afte.r they had all fuffered very much, except the admiral, it pleafed God they met 
agam upon Sunday following in the port of Azua, on the fouth fide of Hifpaniola, 
where everyone giving an account of his misfortunes, it appeared that Bartholomew 
Colon had weathered fa great a flonn, by flying from land like an able failor; and 
that the admiral was out of dang-er, by lying clofe to the fhore like a cunning afl:ro~ 
I~ger, who knew :vhence the daI~ger n, ufl: come. Well might his enemies blame 
hml t?erefore, faymg, he had ralfed that florm by art magic, to be revenged on 
Bovadl!la an~ the refl: of his enemies that were with him, feeing that none of his 
four fhIpS penfhed; and that of eighteen which fet out with Bovadilla, only one called 
La ~\f:l:ja, 0; the The N~edle, the worll: of them all, held on its courfe for Spain, 
\~here It arnved fa.fe, havmg on .board four thoufand pefos in gold, worth eight fhil~ 
hngs .a pefo, belongmg to the admIral, the other three that efcaped, returning to $t. 
DOl11l11go fhattered, and in a diiheifed condition. 

CHAP. LXXXIX. - Ho~ the Admiral departed from HiJpaniola, and difcovered the_ 
!Jlands oj Guanaia. 

TJ:IE ~dm:ral in the po~t of Azua gave his men a breathing time after the florm ; 
and It bemg one of the dlverfions ufel at fea, to fifh when there is nothing eife to 
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do, I will mention two forts of fiIh among the reft, which I remember were taken 
there; the one of them was pleafant, the other wonderful. The firft was a fiIh called 
Saavina, as big as half an ordinary bell, which lying aileep above water, was ftruck 
with a harping iron from the boat of the Ihip Bifceina, and held fa faft, that it could 
not break loofe; but being tied with a long rope to the boat, drew it after it as fwitt 
as an arrow; fo that thofe aboard the Ihip feeing the boat feud about, and not know
ing the occafion, were aftoniIhed it lliould do 16 without the help of the oars, till at 
laH: the iiIh funk, and being drawn to the {hip's fide, was there hauled up with the 
tackle. The other fifh was taken after another manner, the Indians call it Manati, and 
there are none of th.~ fort in Europe: it is as big as a caU~ nothing differing from it in 
the colour and tafl:e of the Belli, but that perhaps it is better and fatter; wherefore 
thofe that affirm there are all forts of creatures in the fea, will have it, that thefe fillies 
are real calves, fince within they have nothing like a fiIh, and feed only on the gra[" 
they find along the banks. To return to our hifl:ory; the admiral having a little re
frefhd his men, and repaired his {hips, left port Azua, and went to that of Brafil, 
which the Indians call Giacchemo, to Ihun another ftonn that was coming. Hence he 
failed again on the 14th of July, and was fo becalmed, that infl:ead of holding on his 
courfe the current carried him away to certain iilands near Jamaica, which are very 
fmall and fandy, and he called them Los Poros, or The vVells, becaufe not finding 
water in them, they dug many pits in the fand, and took up that ,,,,,ter for their ufe. 
Then failing fouthward for the continent, we came to cf'rtain iilands, where \ve went 
afhore upon the bigf;efl: only, called Guanaia, whence thofe that make fea charts, took 
occafiou to call all thofe il1ands of Guanaia, which are almo!1: t\\'dve leagues from the 
continent, near the province nov\' called Honduras, though then the admiral called it 
Cape Cafinas> But t~efe men making fuch charts with>iut having feen the world, they 
c0111mit vaft mifl:ake~; which fince it now comes in my \\'ay, I will here fet down, 
t!11·u!C;h it interrupts the clUrfe of our hiftory. Thefe bme iilands and continent are 
by them twice fet down in their charts, as if tlwy were different countries; and 
whereas Cape Gracias a Dios, and that they call Cape ----, are but one and 
the [tme, they make two of it. The occanon of this mifl:ake was, that after the ad
miral had dircoyered there cOEntries, one John Diaz de Solis, (from whom the river 
De b Plata, that is, of Sil ITer or Phte~ was called Rio de Solis, becaufe he was there 
killed by the Indians,) and one Vincent Yanez, who commanded a {hip the tid1: voy
age, when the admiral diiCovered the Indies, fet out together to clifcover in the year 
1508, clefigning to follow along that coalt the admiral had difcovered in his voyage 
from Veragua welh'iard; and he following almo£!: the bme track, they put into the 
coall: of Clriai, and paired by C!pe Gracias a Di.}s, as Llr as Cape Cafinas, which they 
called Honduras, and the aforefaid iilands they called Guanaias, giving the name of the 
biggefl: to them all: Thence they proceeded on further, without owning the admiral 
had been in any of thofe parts, that the difcovery might be attributed to them, and to 
have it believec;l they had found large countries; notwithftanding th~lt, Peter de Le
defma, one of their pilots, \vho had been before with the admiral in his voyage to 
Veragua, told them, he knew that country, and that he had been there with the ad
miral difcovering it, from whom I afterwards had thic:. But the nature of the charts 
plainly demonfhates it; for the fame thing is twice fet down, and the iiland is in the 
i;une i'nape, and at the fame difl:ance, they havillg at their return brought a true 
draft of that countT)', only faying, it by beyond that which the admiral had dif
covered. So that the fame country is twice defcribed in one chart; which, if it pleafe 
God, time will make appear, when that coaH: is better knmm; for they will find but 
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one country of that fort, as has been faid. But to r~turn to our difcovery, ~eing 
come to the ifland of Guanaia, the admiral ordered hIS brot.her Bartholomew Colon 
to go afhore with two ?oats, where th;~ found people hke thofe o~ the ,other 
iflands, but not of fuch hIgh foreheadf'. ~ hey alfo faw a.bundance of pme-tr~es and 
pieces of lapis calaminaris, ufed to mix wIth copper, whIch fome feamen takmg for 
gold, kept hid a long time. . . . _. 

The admiral's brother bemg afhore m that Ifland, very defirous to k~ow fomet~mg 
of it fortune fo ordered it that a canoe as long as a galley, and, eIght feet wIde, 
all of one tree, and like the ~thers in {hape, put in there, being l~aded with cO.mmo
dities brought from the wefhvard, and bound towards New Spam. .In the mIdft of 
it was a covering like an awning made .of palm-tree leaves,. not un!lke thofe of the 
Venetian gondolas, which kept al.l und~r It fo clofe, ~hat neither ram nor fea water 
could wet the o-oods. Under tl1lS awnmg were the chIldren, the women~ and all the 
goods, and though there were twenty-five men aboard this canoe, they had not ~he 
courage to defend themfelves againft the boats that purfued them. ~he canoe bemg 
thus taken without any oppofition, was carried aboard, where the admIral bleifed God, 
for that it had pleafed him at once to give him famples of the commodities of that 
country, without expofing his men to any danger. He therefore order~d fuch thi~gs 
to be taken, as he judged moft fightly and valuable; fuch as fome qUIltS, and flurts 
of cotton without fleeves, curioufly wrought and dyed of feveral colours, and fome 
fmall clouts to cover their privities, of the fame fort; and large {heets in which the 
Indian women aboard the canoe wrapped themfelves, as the Moorifh women at Gra
nada ufed to do ; and long wooden fwords with a channel on each fide where the edge 
fhould be, in which there were {harp edges of flint fixed with thread, and a bitumi
nous fort of matter, which cut naked men as if they were of fieel, and hatchets to cut 
wood like thofe of fione the other Indians ufe, but that thefe were made of good 
copper; alfo bells of the fame metal, plates and crucibles to melt the metal. For their 
provifion they had fuch roots and grain as they in Hifpaniola eat, and a fort of liquor 
made of maize, like the Englifh beer; and abundance of cacao-nuts, which in New 
Spain pafs for money, which they feemed to value very much; for when they were 
brought aboard among their other goods, I obferved that when any of thefe nuts fell, 
they all ftooped to take it up, as if it had been a thing of great confequence; yet at 
that time they feemed to be in a manner befides themfelves. being brought prifoners 
out of their canoe aboard the fhip, among fuch ftrange and fierce people, as we are to 
them; but fo prevalent is avarice in man, that we ought not to wonder that it fhould 
prevail upon the Indians above the apprehenfion of the danger they were in. I mufi 
add, that we ought to admire their modefty; for it falling out, that in getting them 
abo\l.rd, fome were taken by the clouts they had before their privities, they would im
mediately clap their hands to cover them; and the women would hide their faces, and 
wrap themfelves up, as we faid the Moorifh women do at Granada. This moved the 
admiral to ufe them well, to refiore their canoe, and give them fome things in exchange 
for thofe that had been taken from them. Nor did he keep anyone of them but an 
old man, whofe name was Giumbe, that feemed to be the wifefi and chief of them, to 
learn fomething of him concerning the country, and that he might draw others to 
converfe with the Chrifiians, which ne did very readily and faithfully all the while we 
failed where his language was underftood. Therefore, as a reward for this his fervice, 
when :ve came where he was not und~rfiood', the admiral gave him fome things, and 
fent hIm home very well pleafed, whIch was before he came to Cape Gracias aDios 
on the coaft of Orecchia, whereof mention has been made already. ' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. 'XC. - How the Admiral would not go to New Spain, but Jail to the Eqfiward 
to find out the Streight in the Continent. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the admiral had heard fo much from thofe in the canoe 
concerning the great wealth, politenefs, and ingenuity of the people wefrward towards 
New Spain; yet thinking that thofe countries lying to the leeward, he could fail 
thither when he thought fit from Cuba, he would not go that way at this time, but 
held on his defign of difcovering the {height in the continent, to clear a way into the 
South Sea, which was what he aimed at in order to come at the countries that produce 
fpice, and therefore refolved to fail eafrward towards Veragua and Nombre de Dios, 
where he imagined the faid frreight to be, as in effeCt it was; yet was he deceived in 
the matter; for he did not conceit it to be an ifrhmus, or narrow neck of land, but a 
fmall gulph running from lea to fea. "\Vhich miH:ake might proceed from the likenefs 
of the names; for when they faid the {height was at Veragua and Nombre de Dios, it 
might be uno.erfrooo. either of land or water; and he took it in. the mofr ufual fenfe, 
and for that he mofr earneftly defired. And yet though that {height is land, yet it 
was and is the way to the dominion of both feas, and by which fuch immenfe riches 
have beendifcovered and conveyed: for it was God's will, a matter of fuch vafr con
cern {bould not be otherwife found out, that canoe having given the firft information 
concerning New Spain. 

There being nothing therefore in thofe iilands of Guanaia worth taking notice of, he, 
without further delay, failed in order to feek out the iheight towards the continent, to 
a point he called Cafinas, becaufe there were abundance of trees that bear a fort of 
fruit that is rough, as a fpungy bone, and is good to eat, efpecially boiled; which 
fruit the Indians of Hifpaniola call Cafinas. There appearing nothing worth taking 
notice of all about the country, the admiral would not lole time to go into a great bay 
the land makes there, but held on his courfe eafrwards along that coaH:, which runs 
along the [,me way to cape Gracias a Dios, and is very low and open. The people 
near eft to Cape Cafinas wear thofe pv.inted fhirts or jerkins before mentioned, and clouts 
before their privities, which were like coats of mail, made of cotton ftrong enough to 
defend them againfr their weapons, and even to bear ofr the ftroke of fome of ours. 

But the people higher eafiward, towards Cape Gracias a Dios, are almoft black, of 
a fierce afpeCt, go Hark naked, are very favage, and, as the Indian that was taken 
[aid, eat man's flelh, and raw fiili jufl: as it is taken. They have their ears bored with 
fuch large holes, that they may put a hen's egg into them, which made the admiral 
call that coafr de las Orejas, or of the Ears. There on Sunday, the L4th of Allguft 
1502, Bartholomew Colon went a{bore in the morning with the colours, L the 
captains, and many of the men, to hear mafs; and on Wednefday following, when 
the boats went a{bore to take poffeffion of the country for Their Catholic Majefries, 
above a hundred men ran down to the {bore, loaded with provifions; who, as ioon as 
the boats came a{bore, came before the lieutenant, and on a fudden retired back 
without fpeaking a word. He ordered they {bould give them horfe-bells, beads, and 
other things; and by means of the aforefaid interpreter, inquired concerning the 
country; though he having been but a ihort time with us, did not underfrand the 
Chrifrians, by reafon of the diftance of his country from Hifpaniola, where feveral 
perfons aboard the {hips had learnt the Indi'an language. Nor did he underftand thofe 
Indians; but they being pleafed with what had been given them, came the next day to 
the fame place) above two hundred of them loaded with feveral forts of provifions, as 
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hens of that country, which are bette~ thar: ours, geefe, roafied. fiili,. red. and 'wI~ite 
beans, like kidney beans, and other thmgs lIlm thofe ~hey have m Hlfpan~ola. 1 he 
country was green and beautiful, though low, producms ab?ndance of pmes~ oaks, 
palm trees of feven f01;ts, and m.irobalans of thofe of Hlfpamola they call hobI; and 
almofi all forts of provIfions that If1and affords were here to be found. Abundance of 
leopards deer and others as alfo all forts of fi£h there are in the if1ands and in Spain. 
The peo~le at' this countr~ are much like thofe of ~~e if1ands, but that their foreheads 
are not fa high, nor do they feem to have any relIgIOn. There are. feve:a~ !anguages 
among them, and for the mofi. part they .go naked, but co:er theIr pnvltIe~; fame 
wear iliort jumps down to theIr navel wIthout f1eeves; theIr arms and bodIes have 
figures wrought on them with fire, wl:ich make them look o~dly; a~d fame ha~e 
lions, others deer, and other cames WIth towers, and other thmgs pam ted on theIr 
bodies. Inftead of caps, the better fort of them wear red and white cloths of cotton; 
and fame have locks of hair hanging on their foreheads. But when they are 
to be fine againft a feftival day,' they colour their faces, fame black, and fame red; 
others draw ftreaks of feveral colours; others paint their nofe, and others black their 
eyes; and thus they adorn themfelves to appear beautiful, whereas in truth they look 
like devils. 

CHAP. XCI. - How the Admiral left the CoqJt he called de las Orejas, and by Cape 
Gracias a Dios came to Cariari, and what he did and Jaw there. 

THE admiral failed along the faid waft de las Orejas eaftward to Cape Gracias a 
Dios, which was fa called, becaufe there being but fixty leagues to it from Cape 
Cafinas, we laboured feventy days by reafon of the currents and contrary winds upon 
the tack to gain it, ftanding out to fea, and then making the £hare, fometimes gaining 
and fometimes lofing ground, as the wind was fcant or large when we came about. 
And had not the coaft atForded fuch good anchoring, we had been much longer upon 
it; but being clear, and having two fathom water half a league from the £hare, and 
two more at every league's diftance, we had always the conveniency of anchoring at 
night when there was but little wind;. fa that the com{e was navigable by reafon of 
the good anchoring, but with difficulty. 

When on the 14th of September we came up to the cape, perceiving the land turned 
off to the fauth, and that we could conveniently continue our voyage. with thofe 
Levant winds that reigned there, and had been fa contrary to us, we all in general 
gave thanks to God, for which reafon the admiral called this Cape Gracias aDios. 
A little beyond it, we pafTed by fome dangerous fands that ran out to fea, as far as the 
eye could reach. 

It being requifite to take in wood and water, on the 16th of September the admiral 
fent the boats to a river that feemed to be deep, and to have a good entrance, but the 
coming out proved not fa; for the winds fre£hing from fea, and the waves running 
high againft the current of the river, fa diftrefTed the boats, that one of them was loft 
~"ith all the men in it; wherefore the admiral called it the river de la Defgratia, that 
IS, of the Difafler. 
, In this river, and about it, t~ere were canes as thick as a man's leg; and on 

0unday the 25th of September, ftill running fouthward, we came to an anchor near a 
little i1land called Quiriviri, and a town on the continent, the name whereof was 
Cariari, . where ~ere the beft people, country, ~nd 0tuation~ we had yet feen; as well 
~ecaufe It was hIgh, full of rIvers, and aboundmg m trees, as becaufe the ifland was 
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thick wooded, and full of forefis of palm, mirobalan, and other forts of trees. For 
this reafon, the admiral called it Hucite. It is a fmall league from the town the 
Indians call Cariari, which is near a great river, whither reforted a great multitude of 
people from the adjacent parts; fame with bows and arrows; others with fiaves of 
palm tree, as black as a coal, and hard as a horn, pointed with the bones of fifhes; 
others with clubs; and theY"came together as if they meant to defend their country. 
The men had their hair braided and wound about their heads; the women fhort lIke 
ours. But perceiving we were peaceable people, they were very defirous to barter 
their commodities for ours; theirs were arms, cotton jerkins, and large pieces like 
iheets, and guaninis, which is pale gold they wear about their necks, as we do relics. 
Thefe things they fwam with to the boats, for the Chrifiians went not afhore that day 
nor the next; nor would the admiral allow any thing of theirs to be taken, that we 
might not be taken for men that value their goods, but gave them fame of ours. The 
lefs they faw us value the exchange, the more eager they were, making abundance of 
figns from land. At lafi, perceiving nobody went afhore, they took all the things 
that had been given them, without referving any, and tying them together, left them 
in the fame place where the boats firfi went afhore, and where our men found them on 
the Wednefday following, when they landed. The Indians about this place believing 
that the Chri£tians did not confide in them, they fent an ancient man of an awful 
prefence with a flag upon a fiaff, and two girls, the one about eight, the other about 
fourteen years of age, who, putting them into the boat, made figns that the Chrifiians 
might fafely land. Upon their requefl, they went afhore to take in water, the Indians 
taking great care not to do any thing that might fright the Chriflians; and when they faw 
them return to their fhips, they made figns to them to take along with them the young 
girls, with their guaninis about their necks; and at the requefl of the old man that 
conduded them, they complied and carried them aboard. \i\Therein thofe people 
fhewed more friendly than others had done; and in the girls appeared an un
dauntednefs. For though the Chriflians were fuch flrangers to them, they expreifed 
no manner of concern, but always looked pleafant and modefl; which made the 
admiral treat them well, cloathed, fed, and fet them afhore again, where the fifty men 
were, and the old man that had delivered them, received them again with much fatis~ 
faction. The boats going afhore again that fame day, found the fame people with the 
girls, who refiored all the Chriflians had given them. The next day, the admiral's 
brother going afhore to learn fomething of thofe people, two of the chief men came to 
the boat, and taking him by the arms between them, made him fit down upon the 
grafs; and he, afking fome queflions of them, ordered the fecretary to write down 
what they anfwered; but they feeing the pen, ink, and paper, were in fuch a C011-

fiernation, that mofi of them ran away, which, as was believed, they did for fear of 
being bewitched; for to us they feemed to be forcerers, or fuperfiitious people, and 
that not without reafon; becaufe, when they came near the Chriflians, they fcattered 
fame powder about them in the air, and burning fome of the fame powder, en
deavoured to make the fmoak go towards the Chrifiians; befides, their refufing to 
keep any thing that belongeel unto us, fhewed a jealoufy; for, as they fay, "A knave 
thinks every man like himfelf." Having fiaid here longer than was convenient, con
fidering the hafle we were in, after repairing the fhips, and providing all we wanted, 
upon Sunday the 2d of October the admiral ordered his brother to go afhore with 
fame men to view that Indian town, and learn fomething of their manners, and the 
nature of the country. The mofi remarkable things they faw were, in a great wooden 
palace covered with canes, feveral tombs, in one of which then; was a dead body dried 
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up and embalmed; in another, two bodies, wr~pped up in cotton fheets without a?y 
ill fcent; and over each tomb was a board, wIth t?e figures of beafis ~arved o~ l~ ; 
and on fome of them, the effigies of the perfon bune~ there, adorllE;d. :WIth gu~n,lru~, 
beads, and other things they mofi value. Thefe bemg the m~fi clVlhzed IndIans III 
thofe parts, the admiral ordered one to be taken, to l~arn of hU11. the fecrets of the 
country; and of feven that were tak~n? two of. the chl~fefi were pIcked o~t, and the 
refi fent away with fame gifts, and clVll entertamment, ~hat the country mIght not be 
left in an uproar, telling them, they were to ferve as gUIdes upon that coafi, and then 
be fet at liberty. But they believing they were taken out of covetoufnefs, that they 
might ranfom themfelves with their goods and things of value,. the next ~ay abundance 
of them came down to the fhore, and fent four aboard the admIral, as theIr ambaifadors, 
to treat about the ranfom, offering fame things, and freely giving two hogs of the 
country, which, though fmall, are very wild. The .admiral. therefore, obferving the 
policy of this people, was more ~efirous to be acquamted wIth. them, and w?uld not 
depart till he had learned fomethmg of them, but would not gIve ear to theIr offers. 
He therefore ordered fame trifles to be given to the meffengers, that they might not 
0'0 away diffatisfied, and that they fhould be paid for their hogs, one of which was 
hunted after this manner. Among other creatures that country produces, there is a 
kind of cats of a greyifh colour, and as big as a fmall greyhound, but have a longer 
tail, and fa firong, that whatfoever they clap it about is as it were tied with a rope. 
Thefe run about the trees like the fquirrels, leaping from one to another; and when 
they leap, they do not only hold fafi with their claws, but with their tail too, by which 
they often hang, either to refi them, or fport. It happened that one Ballefier brought' 
one of thefe cats out of a wood, having knocked him off a tree, and not daring to 
meddle with it when down, becaufe of its fiercenefs, he cut off one of his fore legs, 
and carrying it fa wounded aboard, it frighted a good dog they had, but put one of 
the hogs they had brought us into a much greater fear; for as foon as the fwine faw 
the cat, it run away, ,,,ith figns of much dread, which we were furprized at, becaufe 
before this happened, the hog ran at every body, and would not let the dog refi upon 
the deck. ~he admi:al therefore ord.ered it to be put. clofe to the cat, which prefently 
wound her taIl about Its fnout, and WIth that fore-leg It had left, fafiened on its pole to 
bite it, the hog for fear grunting mofl: violently. By this we perceived that thefe cats 
hunt like the wolves or dogs in Spain. 

CHAP. XCII. - How the Admiral went firo7Jl Cariari to Cara·varo and rrerarrua till <> , 
he callie to Porto'Ve/o, all along a 'Very fruitful Coqfl. 

UPON W ~dn~fday the 5th .of Oaober the admiral fail~d, and came to the bay of 
Caravaro, whIch IS fix leagues m length, and above three m breadth, where there are 
many fmall Wands, and two or three channels to get in or out at any time. Within 
thefe iflands the fhips fail as it were in ftreets between iflands, the leaves of the trees 
{hiking againfl: the ihrouds. As foon as we anchored in this bay, the boats went to 
one of the iflands, where there were twenty canoes upon the fhore, and the people by, 
as naked as they were born, and had only a gold plate about their neck and fame an 
eagle of gold. Thefe, without ihewing any tokens of fear, the two Indians of Cariari 
interpreting, gave a gold plate for three horfe-bells; it weighed ten ducats and they 
[aid there was great plenty of that metal up the continent, not far from then;. 

The nex~ day, bemg the 7th of Oaober, the boats went afhore upon the contin~nt, 
where meetm~ ten canoes full of people, and they refufing to chaffer away their gold 
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plates, two of the chief of them were taken, that the admiral might learn fomething of 
them with the affiftance of two interpreters. The gold plate one of them wore 
weighed fourteen ducats, and the other's eagle twenty-two. Thefe faid, that a day 
or two's journey up the country, there was abundance of gold found in fame places 
which they named. In the bay a vaft deal of fifh was taken, and afhore there were 
abundance of thofe creatures above mentioned at Cariari; alfo great plenty of their 
food, fuch as roots, grain, and fruit. The men, who are painted all over, face and 
body, of feveral colours, as red, black, and white, go naked, only covering their 
privities with a narrow cotton cloth. 

From this bay of Caravaro, we went to another clofe by it, called Aburena, which 
in fame meafure is like the other. 

On the 17th we put out to fea to continue our voyage; and being come to Guaiga, 
a river twelve leagues from Aburena, the admiral commanded the boats to go afhore, 
which as they were doing, they faw above a hundred Indians on -the ftrand, who 
affaulted them furioui1y, running up to the middle into the water, brandifhing their 
fpears, blowing horns, and beating a drum in warlike manner, to defend their country, 
throwing the faIt water towards the Chriftians, chewing herbs and fpurting it towards 
them. Our men not ftirring, endeavoured to appeafe them, as they did; for at laft 
they drew near to exchange the gold plates they had about their necks, fame for two, 
and fome for three horfe-bells, by which means we got fixteen gold plates, worth a 
hundred and fifty ducats. The next day, being Friday the 19th of OCtober, the 
boats went to land again to barter; yet before any Chriftian went afhore, they called 
to fome Indians, who were under fome bowers they had made that night to defend their 
country, fearing the Chriftians would land to do them fome wrong. Though they 
called never fo much, yet none of them would come, nor would the Chriftians land 
without knowing firft what mind they were in; for, as afterwards appeared, they 
waited in order to fall on them as foon as they landed. But perceiving they came not 
out of the boats, they blew their horns, beat the drum, and making a great noife, ran 
into the water, as they bad done the day before, till they came almoft to the boats, 
making figns as if they would caft their javelins if they did not return to their i11ips. 
The Chriilians, offended at this their proceeding, that they might not be fa bold, and 
defpife them, wounded one with an arrow in the arm, and fired a cann9n, at which 
they were fa frighted, that all ran away to land. Then four Chriftians landed, and 
calling them back, they came very peaceably, leaving their arms behind them, and 
exchanged three gold plates, faying, they had no more, becaufe they came not pro
vided for to trade, but to fight. 

All the admiral looked for in this journey was to get famples of what thofe parts 
afforded; and therefore, without farther delay, he proceeded to Catiba, and caft 
anchor in the mouth of a great river. The people of the country were feen to gather, 
calling one another with horns and drums; and afterwards fent a canoe with two men 
in it to the fhips, who having talked with the Inclians that vrere taken at Cariari, pre
fently came aboard the admiral, without any apprehenfion of fear; and by the advice 
of thofe Indians, gave the admiral two plates of gold they had about their necks, and 
he in return gave them fame baubles of ours. \Vhen thefe were gone afhore, there 
came another canoe with three men wearing plates hanging at their necks, who did as 
the firfr had done. Amity thus fettled, our men went afhore, where they found 
abundance of people, with their king, who differed in nothing from the refl:, but that 
he was covered with one leaf of a tree, becaufe at that time it rained hard; and to give 
his fubjeCts a good example, he exchanged a plate, and bid them barter for theirs; 
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which in all were nineteen of pure gold. This was the firfi place in !he Indies where
they faw any fign of a fhuCture, which was a &reat mafs of w~ll, or I~agery, that to 
them feemed to be of lime and fione: the admIral ordered a pIece of It to be brought 
away as a memorial of that antiquity. ., 

He went away eaftward, and came to Cobravo, the people of whICh plac~ he near 
the rivers of that coaft; and becaufe none came down to the ftrand, and the wmd ,bl.ew 
frelli, he held on his courfe, and went on to five towns of great trade, among whIch 
was Veragua, where the Indians faid the gold w~s gathered, and th.e plates ma~e.. . 

The next day he came to a town, called CubIga, where the IndIans of Car~an fald 
the trading country ended, which began at Carabora, and ran as far as CubIga, for 
fifty leagues along the coaft. . ' . . 

The admiral, without making any ftay, went on tIll he put mto Porto Bello, gIvmg 
it that name, becaufe it is large, beautiful, well peopled, and encompaife.:l by a well 
cultivated country. He entered this place on the 2d of November, pailing between 
two fmall iflands, within which the lliips may lie clofe to the fhore, and turn it out if 
they have occafion. The country about that harbour, higher up, is not very rough, 
but tilled, and full of houfes, a fione's throw or a bow fhot one from the other; and 
it looks like the fineft landfcape a man can imagine. During feven days we continued 
there, on account of the rain and ill weather, there came continually canoes from all 
the country about to trade for provifions. and bottoms of fine fpun cotton, which they 
gave for fome trifles, fuch as points and pins. 

CHAP. XCIII. - How tbe Admiral came to Port Bqflimentos, or Nombre de Dios, and 
continued his Voyage till he put illto Retrete. 

ON Wednefday the 9th of November, we failed out of Porto Bello, eight leagues 
to the eaftward; but the next day were forced back four leagues by firefs of weather, 
and put in among the iflands near the continent, where is now the town of Nombre de 
Dios; and becaufe all thofe fmall iflands were full of grain, he called it Puerto de 
Bafiimentos, that is, the Port of Provifions. 

There a boat well manned, purfuing a canoe, the Indians imagining our men would 
do them fome harm, and -perceiving the boat was within lefs than a fione's throw of 
them, they all threw themfelves into the water to fwim away, as in effeCt they did; for 
though the boat rowed hard, it could not, in half a league the purfuit lafied, overtake 
any of them; or if it did happen to overtake one, he would dive like a duck, and come 
up again a bow fhot or two ii'om the place. This chace was very pleafant, feeing the 
boat labour in vain, which at lafi returned empty. 

Here we continued till the 23d of November, refitting the fhips, and mending our 
cafks; and that day we failed eafiward to a place called Guiga, there being another of 
the fame name between Veragua .and Cerago. The boats going afhore, found above 
three hundred perfons on it, ready to trade for fuch provifions as they have, and fame 
fmall things of gold they wore hanging at their ears and no[es. 

But without n~aking any fiay here, on Satu.rday t~e 2+th of November we put into 
a fmall port, whIch was called Retrete, that IS, RetIred Place, becaufe it could not 
contain above five or fix fhips together, and the mouth of it was not above fifteen or 
twenty paces over, and on both fides of it rocks appearing above water as fharp as 
diamonds.; and t~e ~ha"?nel between ~hem wa~ fa deep that they found no bottom, 
th0.ugh, If ~he fhIpS InclIned n~ver. fo lIttle to eIther fide, the men might leap afhore, 
whlch was It that faved the fhIpS III that narrow place, which was the fault of thofe 
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who went in boats to view it, they being covetous to deal with the Indians, and 
perceiving the fuips would lie there conveniently for it, clofe to the !hore. In this 
place we continued nine days with bad weather; and at firft the Indians came 
very familiarly to trade for fuch as they had, but when they faw the Chriflians 
fleal privately out of their !hips, they retired to their houfes, becaufe the feamen, 
like covetous diifolute men, committed a thoufand infolencies; infomuch that they 
provoked the Indians to break the peace, and fome fkirmiihes happened between them. 
They increafing daily, took courage to come up to the !hips, which, as we faid, lay 
with their fides clofe to the ihore, thinking to do fome harm, which defign of 
theirs had turned to their own detriments, had not the admiral always endeavoured 
to gain them by patience and civility: but at lafi, perceiving their infolence, to firike 
a terror into them, he caufed fome pieces of cannon to be fired, which they anfwered 
with {houts, threihing the trees with fiaves, and threatening by figns, !hewing they 
did not fear the noife, for they thought it had been only a thundering to terrify 
them. Therefore to abate their pride, and make them not contemn the Chrillians, 
the admiral caufed a ihot to be made at a company of them that was got together upon 
a hillock, and the ball falling in the midfl of them, made them fenfible there was a 
thunderbolt as well as thunder; fn that for the future they durfl not appear even be
hind the mountains. The people of this country were the properefi they had yet feen 
among the Indians, for they were tall and fpare, without any great bellies, and well 
countenanced. 

The country was all plain, bearing little grafs, and a few trees; and in the harbour 
there were vail: great crocodiles or alligators, which go out to fiay and fleep aihore, 
and fcatter a fcent as if all the mufk in the world were together; but they are fo 
ravenous and cruel that if they find a man fleeping, they drag him to the water 
to devour him, though they are fearful and cowardly when attacked. Thefe alliga
tors are found in many other parts of the continent, and fome do affirm they are the 
fame as the crocodiles of the Nile. 

CHAP. XCIV. - How tbe Admiral beillg drove by Strifs of Weatber, flood again to 
nrij'trward to get Intelligence concerning tbe Mines, and enquire concerning Veragua. 

ON Monday the 5th of December, the admiral perceIVIng the violent eafi and 
north-eafi winds did not ceafe, and that there was no trading with thofe people, he 
refolved to go back to be fatisfied concerning what the Indians [aid of the mines of 
Veragua, and therefore that day he returned to Porto Bello, ten leagues wefiward ; 
and continuing his courfe the next day, was aifaulted by a wefi wind which was oppo
fite to his new defign, but favourable to that he had for three months pafi. But he, 
believing this wind would not lafi long, did not alter his courfe, but bore up againH: 
the wind for fome days, becaufe the weather was llnfettled; and when the weather 
feemed a little favourable to go to Veragua, another wind would flart up and drive 
him towards Porto Bello; and when we were mofi in hopes to get into port we were 
quite beat oft' again, and fometimes with fuch thunder and lightning that the men durH: 
not open their eyes, the ihips feemed to be jufi 'finking, and the fky to come down. 
Sometimes the thunder was fo continued,' that it was concluded fome ihip fired its 
cannon to defire afIifiance. Another time there would fall {uch H:onns of rain that it 
would laH: violently fortwo or three days, infomuch that it looked like another univerfal 
deluge. This perplexed all the men and made them almofl defpair, feeing they could not 
.get half anhour's refi, being continually wet, turning fumetimes one way, and fometimes 
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another, firuggling againfi all th~ elements an~ dre~ding ther:1 all;. for in fuch dread
ful florms, they dread the fire m Bafhes of ~Ightmng, the aIr for Its [ury, the.water 
for the terrible waves, and the earth for the hIdden rocks and fands whIch fO?1etImes a 
man meets with near the port where he hoped for fafety, and not knowmg them, 
chufes rather to contend with the other elements in whom he has lefs :!hare. 

Befides all thefe terrors there occurred another no lefs dangerous and wonderful, 
which was a fpout rifing from the fea, on Tuefday the ~3th of D~cember, which if 
they ha,d not diifolved by faying the .gofl?el·of St. John, It had certamly funk w~atfo
ever it tell upon; for as has been fald, It draws the water up to the clouds. lIke a 
pillar and thicker than a butt, twifting it about like a whirlwind. ~hat f~me mght we 
loft fight of the fhip called Caino, and had the good fortune to fee It agam .after three 
dreadful dark days, though it had loft its boat and been in great danger, bemg,fo near 
land as to caft anchor, which it loft at long run, being forced to cut the cable. Now 
it appeared that the currents on that coaft follow the wind, running weftward with the 
eaft wind, and the contrary, the water ftill going after the preyailing wind. The £hips 
being now almofi fhattered to pieces with the tempeft, and the men quite fpent with 
labour, a day or two's calm gave them fome fefpite, and brought fuch multitudes of 
fharks about the fhips, that they were dreadful to behold, efpecially for fuch as are 
fuperftitious; becaufe, as it is reported, that ravens at a great diftance fmell out dead 
bodies; fa fome think thefe iharks do, which, if they lay hold of a man's arm or 
leg, cut it off like a razor, for they have two rows of teeth in the nature of a 
faw. Such a multitude of thefe was killed with the hook and chain, that being able 
to deflroy no more, they lay fwimming upon the water, and they are fa greedy 
that they do not only bite at carrion, but may be taken with a red raE' upon the 
hoole I have feep a tortoife taken out of the belly of one of thefe £harks, and it 
afterwards lived aboard the {hip; but out of another was taken the whole head of one 
of his. own kind, we having cut it off and thrown it into the water, as not 
p;ood to eat, no more than they are themfelves, and that {hark had fwallowed it; and 
to us it feemcd contrary to reafon, that one creature ihould fwallow the head of an
other of its own bignefs, which is not to be admired, becaufe their mouth reaches al
man to their bell;'. and the head is ihaped like an olive. Though fame looked upon 
them to forbode mifchief, and others thought them bad fiih, yet we all made much of 
them, by reafon of the ,vant we were in, having been now above eight months 
,[t fea, fo that we had confumed all the fifh and Belli brought from Spain; and what 
with the heat and moifture of the-fea, the bifcuit was fa full of maggots, that, as God 
lhall help me, I faw many that ftaid till night to eat the pottage or brewice made of 
it, that they might not fee the maggots; and others were fo ufed to eat them, that 
th;y ,di,d not n~ind to throw them a;vay when they faw them, becaufe they might 
le,!e tneu' fupper If they were fa very cunous. 
__ ~po~ Satu~'day the 17th,. the a~miral l?ut into a port three leagues eaft of Pennon, 
\. hlCl1 :;-,(: IndIans called Hl~Iva. ..t was lIke a great bay, where we refled three days, 
;~~t~ go.,,:; ailiore, fa\v the mhabltants dw~ll .upon thy tops of trees, like birds, laying 
i[,I,CK:::; ~::rofs from bough to bough, al:d bmldmg huts upon them rather than houfes. 
~ nO-L1Sn we ~.ne·,,- not the r~afon of thIS ftra~ge cuftom, yet we guetfed it was done for 
lear at the gnffins there a.re m that country, or of enemies; for all along that coaft, the 
people at every league dli.tance are great enemies to one another. 

vVe failed from this port on the 20th with fair weather, but 110t fettled; for as foon 
ag we were got out to fea, the tempefl began to rage again, and drove us into another 
port, whence we departed again the third day, the \veather feeming fomewhat mended, 
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but like an enemy that lies in wait for a man, rufhed out again and forced us to Pennon, 
where when we hoped to put in, the wind il:arted up fo contrary that we were drove 
again towards Veragua.' Being at anchor in the river, the weather became again fo 
il:ormy that all the favour we had from it was that it allowed us to get into that par!, 
where we had been before on Thurfday the 12th of the fame month. Here we con
tinued from the fecond day in Chriil:mas till the 3d of January the following year 
1503, when having repaired the fhip called Gallega and taken aboard abund<LTlce 
of Indian wheat, water, and wood, we turned back towards Veragua with bad wea
ther, and contrary winds, which changed crofsl), juil: as the admiral altered his 
courfe. And this was fa il:range and unheard-of a thing, that I would not have 
repeated fo many changes, if, befides by being then prefent, I had not fem the fame 
written by James Mendez, who failed with the canoes of Jamaica, whereof I fhall 
fpeak hereafter, and writ an account of this voyage; and the letter the admiral [ent 
by him to Their Catholic Majefl:ies, which is printed, will inform the reader how 
great our fufFerings were, and how much fortune perfecuted him fhe ought moil: 
to favour. But to return to the changes of weather and of our courfe, which put 
us to fo much trouble between Veragua and Porto Bello, for which reafon that 
coail: was called Cofl:a de ContraiTes, that is, coail: of thwartings. 

Upon Thurfday, being the feail: of the Epiphany, we cail: anchor near a river 
which the Indians call Yebra, and the admiral named Belem or Bethlem, becaufe 
we came to that place upon the feail: of the three kings. He caufed the mouth 
of that river, and of another weil:ward to be founded; the latter the Indians call Ve
ragua' where he found but fhoal ,vater, and in that of Belem, four fathom at high 
water. The boats went up this river to the town, where they were informed the 
gold mines of Veragua were. At firil: the Indians were fa far from converfing, 
that they aiTembled with their weapons to hinder the Chriil:ians landing. The 
next day, our boats going to the river of Veragua, the Indians there did as the 
others had done, and that not only a{hore, but il:ood upon their guard with their 
canoes in the water. But an Indian of that coaf!: who underil:ood them £1. little, 
going· aihore with the Chriil:ians and telling them we were good people and de~ 
fired nothing but what we paid for, they were fomewhat pacified, and trucked 
twenty gold plates, fome hollow pieces like joints of reeds, and fome grains never 
melted; which to make their value the more, they faid were gathered a great way 
off upon uncouth mountains; and that when they gathered it they did not eat, nor 
carry women along with them, which fame thing the people of Hifpaniola faid when it 
was firil: difcovered. 

CHAP. XCV. - How tbe Admiral went into tbe River if Be/em, and rifoh.Jed to 
build a To·wn tbere, and /em..>e bis Brotber tbe Lieutenant in it. 

ON Monday the 9th of January, the admiral's fhip, and that called Bifcania went 
up the river, and the Indians came prefently to truck for fuch things as they had, 
particularly fifh, which at certain times of the year comes out of the fea up thefe 
rivers in fuch quantities as feems incredible to fuch as do not fee it; and they 
exchanged fome little gold for pins, and thofe things they moil: valued they gave for 
beads or hawks-bells. Next d~y the oth:r two fhips came in, which they had not 
done at firft, becaufe there bemg but httle \-vater at the mouth of the river, they 
were forced to ftay for the flood; though there the fea never rifes or falls above half 
a fathom. 

Veragua 
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Veragua being famed for mines and extraordinary wealth, the third day a~te~ our 
arrival, the admiral's brother went up. the river wi~h the bo~ts to t~e town of QmblO, fo 
the Indians call their king; who heanng of t~e heuten~nt s comll1g, can~e. down the 
river in his canoes to meet him. They met 111 very fnendly ma,nner,. glVll1g one an
other interchangeably fuch things as they valued mof!:; and h~vmg ~~coUl{ed a long 
time too-ether everyone went away peaceably. Next day the faid QmbiO cam~ aboard 
to vifit bthe admiral; and. having difcourfed together about an hour, the admIral gave 
him fame things, and his men trucked bells for fame gold, and fa he returned 
without any ceremony the fame way he came. . 

IN e being thus very eafy and fecure, on Wednefday the 24~h of Ja!1Uary the over 
of Belem fuddenly fwelled fa high, that before:ve could provI~e agamf!: It? or, car~y 
a cable ailiore, the fury of the water came fa Impetuoufly agamf!: the ~dmiral s ih~p 
that it broke one of its two anchors, and drove her with fuch force agamf!: the ihiP 
Gallega, which lay af!:ern of it, that it brought the foremaf!: by the bo.ar~, and ."were 
both carried away foul of one another in utmof!: danger of penihmg. Some 
judged the mighty rains to have been the caufe of this mighty flood, they hav
ing never ceafed all the winter in that country; but had that been it the river 
would have fwelled by degrees, and not all on a fudden, which made it to be 
believed fame great iliower had fallen on the mountains of Veragua, which the 
admiral called St. Chrif!:opher's, becaufe the highef!: of them was above the region of 
the air where meteors are bred; for no cloud was ever feen above, but all be
low it. To look to it is like an hermitage, and lies at leaf!: twenty leagues up 
the country, in the midf!: of woody mountains, whence we believed that flood came 
which was fa dangerous, that though it brought water enough to carry the ihips out 
to fea, the wind was then fa boifterous, that they muft have been ihattered to 
pieces at the mouth of the river, diftant half a mile from whence they broke loofe. 
This tempeft lafted fo long that we had time enough to refit and caulk the ihips. 
The waves broke fo furioui1y upon the mouth of the river, that the boats could not go 
out to difcover along the coaf!:, to learn where the mines lay, and chufe a place to build 
a town; the admiral having refolved to leave his brother there with moft of the 
men,. that they might fettle and fubdue that country, whilft he went Spain to fend 
fupphes of men and provifions: upon this profpeet, the weather growing calmer, 
on Monday the 6th of February he fent his brother with flxty-eight men by fea to the 
mouth of Veragua river, a league difl:ant from Belem weftward, and he went a league 
and a half up the river, to the cacique's town, where he ftaid a day enquiring out the 
way to the mines. 

On '"TV ednefday they travelled four leagues and a half, and came to lie near a 
river, which they paired forty-four times, and the next day advanced a league and 
a half towards the mines ihewed them by Indians fent by Quibio to guide them. 
In two hours time after th.ey came thither, every. man gathered fame gold about 
~~e. roots of the trees whlCh were there very thick and of a prodigious height. 
I hIS fample was mw::h valued, becaufe none of thofe that went had any tools to dig, 
?r had e~er gathered .any. Therefore the defign of their journey being only to get 
mformatlOn of the mme~, theYe retur?e? very well pleafed that fame day to Veragua 
and the next to the ihipS. True It IS that, as was afterwards ltnown thefe mines 
were

l 
not thofe ?f Veragua, which lay much' nearer, but of U rira, ~ town whofe 

peop e ~re. enemies to thofe of Vera~L\a, to do whom a difpleafure, Quibio ordered 
the Chnftlan.s to be condueteq thIther, and that they might go away to thofe~ 
and leave hIS. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XCVI. -" How the Admiral's Brother went to Jee lome TOWllS of that Pro·vince " 
with an Account of the Country, and Cly/oms of thrfe People. 

ON Thurfday the 14th of February 1503, the admiral's brother went into the 
country with forty men, a boat following with fourteen. The next day they came to 
the river of Urira, feven leagues from Belem weftward. The cacique came out a 
league from his town to meet him, with twenty men, and prefented him \,~th 
fuch things as they feed on, and fame gold plates were exchanged here. Whilft the-y 
were here the cacique and chief men never ceafed putting a dry herb into their mouths 
and chewing it, and fometimes they tnok a fort of powder they carried with that herb, 
which looks very odd. Having refted here a while, the Chriftians and Indians went 
together to the town, where abundance of people came out to them, and afiigned them 
a great houfe to lie in, giving them much to eat. Soon after came the cacique 
of Dururi, which is a neighbouring town, with a great many Indians, who brought 
fome gold plates to truck; all thefe Indians faid there were caciques up the country 
who had plenty of gold and abundance of men armed like ours. Next day the 
lieutenant ordered the reft of his men to return by land to the fhips, and he, with 
thirty he kept with him, held on his journey towards Zobraba, where the fields for 
above fix leagues were all full of maize, like corn fields. Thence he went to Cateba, 
another town; at both places he was well entertained, abundance of provifions given 
him, and fame gold plates trucked, which, as has been faid, are like the paten of a cha
lice, fame bigger and fame lefs, weighing twelve ducats, more or lefs; they wear them 
about their necks, hanging by a ftring as we do relicks. The lieutenant being now 
very far from the fhips without finding any port along that coafl:, or any river 
bigger than that of Belem to fettle his colony, he came back the fame way on 
the 24th of February, bringing above ducats in gold he had exchanged for. 
As foon as he returned, prefently order was taken for his fl:ay, and eighty men 
being appointed to remain with him, they agreed by ten and ten, or more or 
lefs in a gang, and began to build houfes upon the bank of the aforefaid river of Be
lem, about a cannon fhot from the mouth of it, within a trench that lies on the right 
hand, coming up the river, at a mouth of which there is a little hill. Befides 
thefe houfes, which were 'all of timber and covered with palm tree leav2~ which 
grew along the fhore, another large houfe was built, to ferve as a ftorehoufe and 
magazine, into which feveral pieces of cannon, powder, and provifions were put, 
and other neceffaries for the fupport of the planters. But for wine, bifcuit, oil, vi
negar, cheefe and much grain, which was all they had to (-at, thefe things were 
left in the fafefl: place, aboard the fhip called Gallega that was to be left with the 
lieutenant, that he might make ufe of it either at fea or afhore, having all its 
cordage, nets, hooks, and other fifhing tackle; for as we have faid, there is vail 
plenty of fifh in that country in every river, feveral forts at certain times running 
along the coail in fhoals, on which the people of the country feed more than upon 
Befh; for though there be fome forts of beails they are not enough to maintain them. 
The cuiloms of the Indians are for the moil part much like thofe of Hifpaniola 
and the neighbouring iflands; but thefe people of Veragua anJ the country about 
it, when they talk to one another and eat turn their backs, and are always chew
ing an herb, which we look upon to be the occafion that their teeth are decayeJ 
and rotten. Their food is fifh, which they take with nets and hooks made - of 
tortoife-fhell, which they cut with a thread as if they were fa wing ; the fame they 
ufe in the iflands. They have another way of catching fame very fmall fifhes, 
which in Hifpaniola they call Titi. Thefe at certain times being drove to the {hore 
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by the rains, are fo perfecuted by the bigger fi{h, that they ar~ forced up. to . the 
furface of the water, where the Indians take as many as they wIll of th~m III htt~e. 
mats, or fmall nets, and wrap them up in leaves of trees a~ apoth~canes do theIr 
drugs, and having dried them in an oven, they ke;p a. long tIme. 1 hey alfo catch 
pilchards almo{t in the fame manner; for at certam tImes thefe fi{hes fly from the 
great ones fo violently and in fuch fear, that they leap out two or three paces upon the 
dry land, fo that there is no more to do but to ta~e them a~ they do t~e others. 
Thefe pilchards are taken after another manner; for m the mIddle of theI: canpes, 
from fiem to {tern, they raife a partition of palm-tree leaves tW? yard~ hIgh, and 
plying about the river they make a noife, and b:at the {hore wIth th;I~ oars, ~nd 
then the pilchards, to fly from the other fi!h, leap mto the canoe, and hIttmg agam{t 
thofe leaves fall in, by which means they take as many as they p~eafe. Several f~rts 
of fi{h pafs along the coa{t in {hoals, whereof wonderful quantltI;s are ta.ken~ whIch. 
they keep roafted a long time. They have alfo abundance of maIze, whIch I.S a fort 
of grain growing in an ear, or hard head like millet, whereof they make whIte an~ 
red wine, as beer is made in England, and mix of their fpice with it as pleafes theIr 
palate; it has a pleafant tafl:e like a {harp briik wine: they alfo make another fort of 
wine of certain trees like palms; and I believe they are of that kind, but that they are 
fmooth, and have fuch prickles on the trunk as the thorn. From the pith of this 
palm, which is like palmitoes fqueezed, they dra\v a juice, whereof they make wine, 
boiling it with water and fpice; and this they make great account of. They make 
another \vine of the fruit we faid is found in the ifland Guadaloupe, which is like 
a great pine-apple: it is planted in great fields, and the plant is a fprout growing out 
at the top of the fruit itfelf, like that which grows out of a cabbage or lettuce. One 
plant lares three or four years, and bears. They make wine of other forts of fruit, par
ticularly of one that grows upon very high trees, and is as big as a large lemon; and 
everyone has two, three, and fome nine {tones like nuts, but they are not round, 
but long, or like a chefnut. The rind of this fruit is like a pomegranate, and when 
fi.rfl: taken from the tree it refembles it exaCtly, fave only that it wants the prickly 
CIrcle at the top. The tafte of it is like a peach: of thefe fome are better, fome 
w8rfe, as is ufual among other fruit. There are of them in the iflands, and the 
Indians call them Mamei. 

CHAP. XCVII. - How, for the greater Security of the Chriflian Colony, Quibio, and 
fe'Vera! of the principal 1\;len, were made Priflners; and how, through the Carelelf-
nefi of his Keepers, /Je made his Efiape. . 

~LL things were now fettled for the Ch~iftian colony, and ten or twelve houfes 
bUIlt and thatched, and the admiral ready to fail for Spain, when he fell into greater 
danger ~or want of water., than he had been before by the inundation. For the 
great rams of January bemg over, the mouth of the river was fo choaked up with 
fand, that '.vhereas when they came in there was about ten feet water, which was fcant 
enough, when we would have gone out there were not two feet fo that we were {hut 
up without any help, it being ,impoiIible to get the :fhips over the fand; and though 
there had been fuch an engme, the fea was fo boifterous, that the leafl: wave which 
beats. u~on t~e !hore was enough t.o beat the {hips in pieces, efpecially ours, which were 
at th~s tllne hke a honey-comb, bemg all worm-eaten ~hroug~ and through. We had 
noth;r:g left but to have rec?urfe to God, and beg ram o~ hIm, as before we prayed 
for lan' weather; for th", ram we knew would f,Yell the nyer, and clear the [and from 
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the mouth of it, as is ufual in thofe rivers. It being in the mean while difcovered by 
means of the interpreter, that Quibio, the cacique of Veragua, intended to fet fire to 
the houfes, and defhoy the Chriltians, becaufe all the Indians were againfl their plant
ing upon that river; it was therefore thought fit, as a puni:lhment to him, and a terror 
and example to others, to make him a prifoner, with all his chief men, and fend them 
into Spain, and that his town fhould remain at the difpofal of the Chrifl:ians. . 

To this purpofe the lieutenant, on the 30th of March, went with feventy-fix men to 
the town or village of Veragua; and becaufe I call it a town or village, it is to be ,ob
ferved, that in thofe parts their houfes are not clofe together, but they live as in Bifcay, 
at fome difl:ance from one another. When Ouibio underfl:ood that the lieutenant was 
come near, he fent him word not to come ~p to his haufe, which flood upon a hill 
above the river of Veragua; and the lieutenant, that he might not fly for fear of him, 
refolved to go with only five men, ordering thofe he left behind to come after him, 
two and two, at fame diftance from one another; and when they heard a mufquet 
fired, they fhould befet the haufe, that none might efcape. Being come up to the 
houfe, Quibio fent another meifenger, bidding him not go in, for he viould come out 
to talk to him, though he was wounded with an arrow, which they do that their wo
men may not be feen, being wonderful jealous of them. Accordingly he came and 
fat at the door, bidding only the lieutenant come near him, "'ho did fo, ordering 
the reft to fall on, as fa on as he laid hold of his arm. He afked the cacique fame 
queftions concerning his indifpofition and the affairs of the country, by the ailiftance of 
an Indian he had, whom we had taken not far ofl~ above three months fince, and he 
willingly went along with us. This man was then much afraid, for knowing that 
Quibio defigned to deftroy all the ChriJ1ians, and not knowing our ftrength, he thought 
that might eafily be done by the great multitude of people there was in that province. 
But the lieutenant minded not his fear, and pretending to look where the CZtciq ue was 
wounded, he took him by the ann, and though they were both very flrong, yet the 
lieutenant took fuch good hold, that he loft it not till the other four came up, which 
done, one of them fired a mufquet, and on a fudden all the Chriftians running out of 
their ambufh befet the houfe, in which there were thirty people, great and fmall, moft 
of which were take~, and never a one wounded, for they feeing their king taken, 
would make no refiftance. Among thefe there were fome wives and children of 
Quibio, and other men of note, who offered great wealth, faying, there was a great 
treafure in the adjoining wood, and they would give it all for their ranfom. But the 
lieutenant not regarding their promifes, ordered Quibio, with his wives and children, 
and the principal men, to be carried aboard, before the country took the alarm, .flay
ing himfelf there with moft of the men, to go after his kindred and fubjeas who were 
fled. Then having confulted with the captains and chief men, whom they fhould in
trufi: to condua the prifoners to the mouth of the river; he at laft deliyered them to 
John Sanchez de Cadiz, a pilot, and a man in good reputation, he offering to carry 
them, the cacique being bound hands and feet; and this pilot being charged to take 
fpecial care that the cacique fhould not efcape, he anfwered, he would give them leaye 
to pull off his beard if he got from him. So he took him into his cuftody, and went 
down the river of Veragua. Being come within half a league of the mouth of it, and 
Quibio complaining that his hands were too hard bound, John Sanchez out of com
pailion, loafed him from the feat of the boat to which he was tied, and held the rope 
in his hand. A little after, Quibio obferving he did not mind him, threw himfelf 
into the water; and John Sanchez not being able to hold faft the rope, let go that he 
might not draw him after into the water. Night coming 011, and thofe in the buat 
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being all in a confufion, they could not fee or hear where he got a{hore, fo ~hat ~her 
heard no more of him than if a ftone had fallen into the water. That the b~e ml&ht 
not happen with the reft of the prifoners, they held on their way !o the {hIpS w~th '. 
much !hame for their careleifnefs and overfight. The next day the lIeutenant percelv~ 
ing the country was very mountainous and woody, .and that there ,:ver~ no regular 
towns, but one houfe here, and another at a great d,Iftance, and that It ,\ ould be v~ry 
difficult to purfue the Indians from place to place, he refolved to return to the !hIpS 
with his men, not one of them beinG' either killed or wounded. He prefented .the ad~ 
miral with the plunder of Quibio's houfe, worth about three hundred du~ats III gold 
plates, little eagles, and fmall quills, which they ftring and ,,:ear about theIr arms and 
legs, and in gold twifts which they put about their ~ead III t~e na~un; of a co~<:net. 
All which things, deducting only the fifth part for TheIr CatholIc MaJ:ftles, he dlVld~d 
among thofe that went upon the expedition: And to the lieutenant, III token of VIC~ 
tory, was given one of thofe crowns or coronets abovementioned. 

CHAP. XCVIII. - How after tbe Admiral 'lvas gone from Be/em to return to Spain, 
Quibio ajfiwltcd tbe Cbrjjhan COIOIlY, in wbicb Engagement tbere were many killed 
and 'Cuounded. 

ALL things being provided for the maintenance of the colony, and the rules 
and methods for them to be governed by, fettled by the admiral, it pleafed God 
to fend fo much rain, as fwelled the river and opened the mouth of it; wheref<:re 
the admiral refolved to depart with all fpeed for Hifpaniola, to fend fpeedy fupphcs 
to this place. Having waited for a calm that the fea might not beat upon the mouth 
of the river, we went out with three !hips, the boats going a~head and towing us. Y ~t 
never a one went out fo cleverly, but his keel raced upon the fand, and had been III 

danger notwithftanding the calm, but that thofe are loofe moving fands. Then we 
prefently took in all we had unladed to lighten the {hips that they might get out. As 
we lay waiting for a fair wind upon the open coaft, a league from the mouth of the 
river, it pleafed God miraculouf1y to give l1S an occafion of fending the admiral's boat 
a!hore, as well for water as for other neceifary affairs, that by the lofs of thefe both 
thofe a!hore, and thofe in the {hips might be faved, which happened thus. When 
Quibio and the Indians faw that the !hips were without, and could not relieve them 
that were left behind, they aifaulted the Chriftian colony at the fame time that the boat 
came to the {hore. They having not been difcovered by reafon of the thicknefs of the 
wood, when they came within ten paces of our men's houfes, fell on with great !houts, 
cafting javelins at thofe they fpied, and at the very houfes, which being covered with 
palm-tree leaves, were eailly ftruck through and through, and fo fometimes they 
wounded thofe within. Having thus furprized our men, thinking of no fuch thing, 
they wounded four or five before they could put themfelves into a pofture of defeI:J.ce. 
But the lieutenant being a man of great refolution, he went out againft the enemy with 
a fpear, el1cour~ging'his men, and falling furioufly on the Indians \\ith feven or eight 
that followed hIm, [0 that he made them retire to the wood, which (as we faid) was 
clofe to .t~e houfes. Th~Ilce they returned and {kirmifhed, cafting their javelins and 
then retI~mg, as the Spamards ufe to do in the fport they ce:I1 Juego de Canas, many of 
them flymg from the Chrifhans after they had felt the edge of their fwords, and the 
t~;th of a dog,. ,,:ho furioufly fell in among them; fo that at length they fled, having 
killed one Chnfhan and wounded feven, one of which was the lieutenant who was hurt 
with a javelin in the breaft; from \vhich danger two Chri!l:ians took c~re to preferve 
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t'hemfelves; whkh fiory I will relate to ihew the comicalnefs of the one, who was an 
Italian of Lombardy, and the gravity of the other who was a Spaniard. The Lombard 
running hailily to hide him,felf in a houfe, James Mendez, of whom mention will be 
made hereafter, faid to him, turn, turn back Sebafiian, whither are you going? He 
anfwered, let me go you devil, for I am going to fecure my perfon. The Spaniard 
was captain James Triftan, whom the admiral fent aihore in the boat, who never went 
out of it with his men, though the fray was juil by the river; and being blamed by 
fome for not affifting the Chriftians, he anfwered, he faid he did it that thofe afhore 
might not run to the boat and fo all perifh, becaufe if the boat were loft, the admiral 
would be in danger at fea, and therefore he would do no more than he had been 
commanded, which was to take in water, and to fee whether there was any need of his 
affiftance. Refolving therefore to take in the water immediately, that he might carry 
the admiral an account of what had happened, he went up the river for it, 'where the 
fweet did not mix with the fait, though fome advifed him not to go, for the danger 
there was of the Indians and their canoes; to which he anfwered, he did not fear that 
danger, fillce he was fent for that purpofe by the admiral. Accordingly he went up 
the river, which is very deep within, and iheltered on both fides with abundance of 
trees, which come to the edge of the water and fo thick that there is fcarce any going 
aihore, except in fome places which are the fiihermen's paths, and where they hide 
their canoes. As foon as the Indians perceived he was got about a league from the 
colony up the river, they rufhed out from the thickeft on both fides the riYer in their 
canoes, and making a hideous noife, blowing their horns, affaulted him boldly on all 
fides with great odds on their fide, becaufe their canoes being fwift, and one man 
being enough to command and turn them which way they pleafe, efpecially thofe that 
are little and belong to the fifhermen, three or four men ome ill each of them, one of 
whom rowed, and the refl cait their javelins at thofe in the boat; I call them jave
lins becaufe of their bignefs, though they have no iron heads, but only points of fifh 
bones. There being but feven or eight men in our boat who rowed, and the captain 
with three or four men for fight, they could not cover themfelves againfl: the many 
javelins they threw at them, and therefore they were forced to quit their oars to take 
up their targets. But there was fuch a multitude of Indians, who poured in on all 
fides, coming up and retiring in good order, as they thought fit, that they wounded 
moil of the Chriftians, efpecially the captzcin, 'who was hurt in many places; and 
though he flood unmoved encouraging his men, it availed him nothing; for he was 
beret en all fides, and could not ftir, nor make ufe of his mufquets, till at laft they 
ihuck a javelin into his eye, and he fell down dead; and all the reil came to the 
like fate, except one John de Noia of Seville, who by good luck in the height of the 
fray fell into the water, and diving got to the ihore, and made his way through the 
thickefl of the wood to the colony, to carry the news of what had happened. This 
fo terrified our men, that feeing they were but a few, fame of their companions being 
killed and others wounded, and that the admiral was at fea without a boat, and in 
danger not to return to a place whence he might fend them relief, they refolved not 
to flay there; and accordingly would have gone away immediately without any or
ders, had not the mouth of the river hindered, the bad weather having ihut it up 
again; for neither could the [hip they had left them get out, nor durfl: any boat at
tempt it, becaufe the fea beat fo violently, fo that there was no fending the admiral 
advice of what had happened. He was in no lefs danger himfelf, riding in an open 
road, having no boat and but few men, fo many having been killed: fa that we 
were all in the fame trouble and confufion, as they were within, who cQl1fidering what 
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had ha ened and feeing thofe that had been killed in the boat drive down the r!ver 
coverel~ith wounds, and followed by the country crows, looked upon thefe thmgs 

'11 d dr'eaded coming to the fame end', and the more becaufe they as 1 omens, an . h 
perceived the Indians were puffed up wit~ their fu;cefs, mfomuch that they gave ~ em 
not a minute's refpite by reafon of the III fituatIOn of the .colony; and there IS no 
doubt but that they muft have all fuffered, had they not. advIfed to remove to an ?pe!1 
fhand eaftward, where they made a work round them .wIth the cafks and other. thmgs, 
and planting the cannon in convenient places defendmg themfelves, the IfoldIans not 
daring to come out of the wood, becaufe of the mifchief the bullets dId among 

them. 

CHAP. XCIX. - How the Indians that were kept Prifoners aboard made their EJcape, 
and the Admiral was informed of the ill Succefs of his Men. 

WHILST thefe things happened, the admiral waited ten days wit.h much trouble, 
and fufpeCting what might fall out, til! the fea would fettle, that he mIgI:t fen~ aI~other 
boat to know what it was that detamed the firft; but fortune thwartmg hIm m all 
things, would not allow us to hear of one another; and to add to our affliCtion, it 
happened that the fons 2.nd kindred. of Quibio, whom we kept prifoners a~oard the 
fhip Bermuda, to carry them to Spam, found means to efcape thus. At mght they 
were kept under hatches, and the fcuttle being fo high that they could not reach it, 
the watch forgot to faften it with a chain as they ufed to do, efpecially becaufe rome 
feamen lay upon it. The prifoners, therefore, one night gathering the ftones that 
were in the hold under the fcuttle, and raifing themfelves on them, fet their fuoulders 
againft it, and forced it open, tumbling thofe that lay on it over and over; and fome 
of the principal men leaping out, caft themfelves into the fea. The feamen taking the 
alarm, many of them could not get out; and the fcuttle being faftened with the 
chain, better care was taken; but thofe that remained in defpair, becaufe they could 
not get off with their companions, hanged themfelves with the ropes they could come 
at, amI fo were found the next morning, their feet and knees dragging upon the 
bottom of the hold, the place not being high enough for them to hang without 
touching, fo that all the prifoners aboard that fhip efcaped or died. Though this 
lofs was not material to the fhips, yet befides that it increafed the number of mif
fortunes, it was feared it might be hurtful to thofe afuore; becaufe Quibio would 
willingly have made peace with them to get his children, and now there being no 
hoftage left, there was caufe to fufpea he would make war with the greater fury. 
Being thus affiiCted amidft fo many troubles and difafters, having nothing to truft to 
but our anchors and cables, without knowing any thing from fuore, there wanted 
not thofe,wh? faid, that fince thofe Indians only to obtain their liberty, had ven
tured to leap mto the fea above a le~gue from fuor~, they to fave themfelves, and 
fo many more, would be content to fWIm a{hore, provIded that boat which remained 
would carry them as far as where the waves did not break. I fay one boat re
mained, which was that of the {hip Bermuda, for that of the Bifcaina we faid be
fore was loft in the fray, fo that they had only that one boat at prefent amonrr the 
three {hips. The admiral hearing thefe feamen's honeft propofal, allowed of it

b 
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fo. the boat carried them within a mufquet fhot of land, not being able to go n~arer 
without great danger becaufe of the great waves that broke on it. There one Peter 
de Ledefma, a pilot of Seville, threw himfelf into the water, and with a rrood heart 
got afhore, where he learnt the condition our men were in, and how they all unani. 
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moufly faid, they would not upon any account remain there in that forlorn condition, and 
therefore defired the admiral not to fail till he had taken them off, for to leave them 
there was facrificing of them, and the more becaufe there were already divifions among 
them, and tht:J obeyed neither the admiral's brother nor the captains, and all their 
care was upon the firft fair weather, to fecure a canoe and go aboard, becaufe 
this could not be conveniently done with only one boat that was left them; and 
if the admiral would not receive them, they would endeavour to fave their lives aboard 
that ihip which was left them, and rather truft fortune than be at the mercy of 
the Indians, who would inhumanly butcher them. With this anfwer Peter de Ledefma 
returned to the boat which waited for him, and thence to the ihips, where he gave the 
admiral an account how matters ftood. 

CHAP. C. - How the Admiral brought qff the j1/Ien he had left at Belelll, andflruck 
over to Jamaira. 

THE admiral underftanding the rout, the confufion and defpair thofe a!hore were 
in, he refolved to ftay and bring them off, though not without great danger, becaufe 
his ihips lay in an open road, out of all ihelter, and without hopes of efcaping, had 
the weather grown more boifterous. But it pleafed God in eight days he continued 
there, the weather mended fo much, that thofe aihore with their boat and large 
canoes faft bound together, that they might not overfet, began to gather their goods, 
and everyone ftriving to be none of the laft, they ufed fuch diligence, that in two 
days nothing was left a!hore but the hulk of the {hip, which by reafon of the worms 
was unfit for fervicc. Thus rejoicing we were all together again, 've failed up that 
coaft eaftward; for though all the pilots were of opinion that we might return to St. 
Domingo Handing away to the north, yet only the admiral and his brother knew 
it was requifite to run a confiderable way up that coaft, before they ftfUck acrofs that 
gulph that is between the continent and Hifpaniola, which our men were much dif
pleafed at, thinking the admiral defigned direCtly for Spain, whereas he neither had 
provifions, nor were his !hips fit for that voyage. But he knmving befl: what was 
fit to be done, we held on our courfe till we came to Porto Bello, where we were forced 
,to leave the ihip Bifcaina, it was fo leaky, being all worm-eaten through and through. 
And holding along up the coaft, we pafTed by the port we called Retrete, and a country 
near which there were abundance of fmall iilands, which the admiral called Las Barbas, 
but the Indians and pilots call that the territory of the cacique Pocorofa: hence we 
held on ten leagues to the laft land we faw of the continent, called Marmora, and on 
Monday the 1ft of May! 503, we frood to the northvvard, the wind and currents eaft, 
which made us lie as near the ,,,ind as we could. And though all the pilots faid, 
we ihonlcl be eaft of the Caribbee iilands, yet the admiral feared he {hould not make 
Hifpaniola, which proved fo; for upon Wednefday the loth of the fame month of 
May, we were in ught of two very fmall and low iilands, full of tortoifes, as was all 
the fea about, infomuch that they looked like little rocks, for which reafon thofe 
iilands wue called Tortugas or Tortoifes. Sailing on northwards, on Friday follmving 
about evening, thirty leagues from thofe iilands, we came to thofe called Jardin de la 
Reina, or The QLleen's Garden, which is a great number of iilands on the fouth fide of 
Cuba. Being here at an anchor, ten leagues from Cuba, with men and trouble 
enough, becaufe they had nothing to eat but bifcuit, with fome little oil and vinegar, 
labouring day and night at the pump, becaufe the ihips were fa worm-eaten they 
were ready to fink, a great florm arofe in the night, and the ihip Bermuda not 
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being able to ride it out, ran foul of us, and broke our ftem and its own ~ern, ~nd 
thoucrh with much difficulty, becaufe of the roughnefs of the fea and hIgh \~'md, 
it pl~[ed God they got loofe from one another; and though we caft all our an
chors none would hold but the fheet-anchor, whofe cable. when day appeared, we 
found held but by a thread, which if the night had lafted an hour lo~ge~, .mufr have 
given way, and all that place being full of rocks, we could .not mifs fpht"!H~' upon 
fome of thofe that were aftern us. But it pleafed God to dehver us here, as he had 
done from many other dangers. And fa fail~g hence with. much toil, we came to an 
Indian town on the coaft of Cuba, called MataIa, where havmg got fome refrefhment, 
we failed for Jamaica; for the eaft winds and great currents fetting weftward, would 
not permit us to ftand for Hifpaniola, efpeci~lly the fhips being fo worm-eat~n, that as 
has been faid, we never ceafed day and lllght workmg at three pumps m each of 
them, and if anyone broke, whilft it was mending, we were forced to fupply the 
want of it with kettles. For all this, the night before Midfummer-eve the water was 
fo high in our fhip, that there was no dr~ining of it, for ~t came almo~ up to the 
deck; and with much labour we held out m that manner tIll day appeanng, we put 
into a harbour in Jamaica called Puerto Bueno, or Good Harbour, which, though 
good to take fhelter againft a ftorm, had no frefh water, nor any town near it. 
Having made the beft fhift we could, on the day after the feaft of St. John, we 
fet out for another harbour eaftward, called Santa Gloria, or Holy Glory, which 
is inclofed with rocks. Being got in, and no longer able to keep the fhips above 
water, we run them afhore as far in as we could, {handing them clofe together 
board and board, and fhoring them up on both fides, fixed them fo that they could 
not budge; and in this pofture the water came up almoft to the deck, upon which, 
and the poop and fore-came, were fheds made for the men to lie in, to fecure 
ourfelves, that the Indians might not hurt us, becaufe the ifland was not then in
habited or fubdued by Chriftians. 

CHAP. CI. - How tbe Admiral fillt Canoes from Jamaica to Hifpaniola, to give Advice 
tb/Jt be was cafl ajhore tbere wit/; his Men. 

BEING thus fortified in our fhips about a bow fhot from land, the Indians who, 
w~re a peaceable good natured peopl.e? came in their canoes to fell provifions, and fuch 
t~mgs as they ~ad, for our COmmO?lt.Ies. Therefore, that there might not be fome 
dIforder commItted among the Chnfhans, and that they might not take more in ex
change than was fitt,ing, and ~he others mi&"ht have their due, the admiral appointed 
two perfons to overJ.ee the buymg of fuch thmgs as they brought, and to divide daily 
among the men what was exchanged.' becaufe there was nothing left aboard to fubfifi: 
on, as well becaufe moft of the provIfions were fpent, as for that the reft were fpoiled, 
and fome loft when the men came away from Belem, where the hafte and confufion 
hindered thi?gs being brought .off as they {houl~. That we might be fupplied with 
fuftenance, It pleafed God to dIreCt us to that lfland which abounds in provifions 
and is inhabited by Indians, who are "\villing. :nough to trade, and therefore the; 
reforted fron: ~ll par~s to bart~r fuch commodl~Ies as they had. For this reafon, and 
that the ChnftIans mIght not dlfperfe ab~ut the Ifland, the admiral chofe to fortify him
felf .upon the fea, and not fettl~ a dwellmg afhore; becaufe we being naturally difo
bedIent, no com~and or pumfhment would have kept the men from running about 
the country, and mto the houfes of th: In?ians, to t~ke from them what they found, 
and thus they would have angered theIr W1Ves and chIldren, which would have caufed 
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quarrels and made them our enemies, and the taking their proviiions by force would 
have reduced us to great want and diftrefs. This could not happen now, becaufe 
the men were aboard, and there was no going afhore without leave, which pleafed the 
Indians, who fold two hutties, which are little creatures like rabbits, for a bit of 
tin, and cakes of bread they call Zabi, for two or thr~ red or yellow glafs beads; 
and when they brought a quantity of any thing, they had a hawk's-bell, and fome
times we gave a cacique or great man a little looking glafs or red cap, or a pair of 
fciifars to pleafe them. This good order kept the men plentifully fupplied with pro
vifions, and the Indian:;; were well pleafed with our company. But it being requifite 
to find fame means to return to Spain, the admiral fometimes confulted with the cap
tains and principal men about the means of getting out of that confinement, and 
at leaft returning to Hifpaniola; for to ftay there in hopes fome fhips might arrive was 
a mere folly, and to think to build a veifel was impoffible, having neither tools nor 
workmen fit to do any thing to the purpofe, but what would take up a long time, and 
not produce fuch a veifel as was fit to fail againft the winds and currents that prevail 
among thofe ifiands; and therefore it had been only time loft, and would rather have 
proved our ruin than relief. Therefore after many confultations, the admiral refolved 
to fend to Hifpaniola to give an account that he was caft afhore on that Wand, and de
fired a fhip might be fent him with provifions and ammunition. To this purpofe he 
made choice of two perfons that might perform it faithfully and courageoufly, I fay 
courageoufly, becaufe it feemed impoffible to go over from one ifland to the other 
in canoes, and there was no other way for it: thefe being boats, as has been faid 
above made of one fingle tree hollowed, and fa contrived, that when they are loaded, 
they are not a fpan above water. Befides, they muft be indifferently large for 
that paifage, becaufe little ones would be more dangerous, and the biggeft by rea. 
fan of their own weight were not fit for a long voyage, or to perform what was 
defigned. Two canoes fit for the purpofe being chofe, the admiral in July 150 3, 
ordered James Mendez de Segura, his chief fecretary, to go in one of them with fix 
Chriftians and ten Indians to row, and in the other he fent Bartholomew Fieko, a 
Genoefe gentleman, with a like number of men; that as foon as James Mendez got 
over to Hifpaniola, he might continue his journey to St. Domingo which was two 
hundred and fifty leagues from the place where we were, and Fiefco might return to 
bring the news that the other was fafe arrived, and we might not be left in fear 
left' fame difafter had befallen him, which there was much caufe to fear; confi
dering, as has been faid, how unfit a canoe is to live upon a rough fea, efpecially 
when there were Chriftians in it; for if there were none but Indians the danger had 
not been fo great, becaufe they are fa dextrous, that though a canoe overfets, when 
they are half way over, they turn it up again, fwimming, and get into it. But 
honour and neceffity putting men upon bolder attempts than this, the perfons above
mentioned took their way along the coaft of Jamaica to the eaftermoft point of it, 
which t1~e Indians call AoamaquiG]ue, from a cacique of that province fo called, 
thirty three leagues from Maima, where we were. There being thirty leagues dif
tance between the two if1ands, and nothing in the' way but one little iiland or rock eight 
leagues from Hifpaniola, it was requifite to expect a calm, in order to crofs over fa great 
a fea in fuch poor veifels, which it pleafed God they foon had. Every Indian having 
put aboard his calabafh of water and carrabi, or fuch provillons a.s they ufe, and the 
Chriftians with fwords and targets, and the neceifary fuftenance, they put out to fea ; 
and the admiral's brother, who went to that point of Jamaica to fee that the Indians of 
the ifland fhould no way hinder them, ftaid there, till night coming on, he loft fig'ht 
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of them and then returned eafily towards the fhips, in his way perceiving the peo
ple of the country to converfe and be friendly with us. 

CHAP. cn. - How the Brothers called Porras, with many if the Men, mutinied againfi 
the Admiral,Jaying they would go to Spain. 

WHEN the canoes were gone for Hifpaniola, the men left aboard the {hips began to 
fall fick, as well by reafon of the hardfhips endured during the voyage, as the change 
of diet; for at prefent they had no Spanifh provifions, ~or wine, nor flefh, except fame 
of thofe hutties we have fpoke of, they happened to get m exch~nge. So that thofe who 
were found, thinking it very hard. to be fa lo~g confined, dId ~ot forb~ar to mutter 
among themfelves in private; faymg, the admIral would return .mto Spam. no more, 
becaufe Their Catholic Majefties had turned him off, nor much lefs mto HIfpamola, where 
he had been refufed admittance at his coming from Spain, and that he had fent thofe 
in the canoes into Spain to folicit his own affairs, and not to bring fhips or other fuc
cours, and that he defigned whilft they were foliciting Their Catholic Majefties, to ftay 
there to fulfil his banifhment; for otherwife Bartholomew Fiefco had been come back 
by this time, as was given out he was to do. Befides. they knew not, whether 
he and James Mendez were drowned by the way; which, if it had happened, they 
fhould never be relieved, if they did not take care for it themfel'ves, fince the 
admiral did not feem to look to it for the reafon aforefaid, and becaufe of the 
gout, which had fa feized all his limbs, that he could fcarce ftir in his bed, much 
lefs undergo the fatigue and danger of going over to Hifpaniola in canoes. For which 
reafons, they ought with a good heart to fix their refolution, fince they were well, 
before they fell fick with the reft; that it would not be in the admiral's power 
to hinder them; and being once in Hifpaniola, they would be fo much the better 
received by how much the danger they left him in was greater, becaufe of the 
hatred and enmity borne him by the commendary Lares, then governor of that 
Wand; and that when they went into Spain they might go to the bifhop D. John 
de Fonfeca, who would favour them, as would the treafurer Morales, who kept 
for his miftrefs the fifter of thofe Porrafes, the ring-leaders of the mutineers, and 
chief fomenters of the fedition, who did not doubt but they fhould be well 
received by Their Catholic.Majefties, before whom all the fault would be laid upon 
the admiral, as had been in the affairs of Hifpaniola with Roldan; and Their Majefiies 
would rather feize him and take all he had, than be obliged to perform all that was 
agreed upon between them and him. Thefe and the like arguments they ufed among 
themfelves, and the perfuafions and fuggeftions of the aforefaid brothers, one of whom 
was captain of the fhip Bermuda, and the other comptroller to the fquadron, prevailed 
with forty eight men I to join in this confpiracy, taking Porras for their captain; and 
everyone provided what he could againft the day and hour appointed; and being 
all r~ady wit~ their arms, on the zd of January in the morning, the aforefaid 
capt~m FrancIs de Por~as came up~n the quarter-deck of the admiral's fhip, and faid 
to hIm, My lord what IS the meanmg, that you will not go into Spain, and wiII 
keep l~S all. here periiliing? The admiral hearing thefe unufual infolent words, and 
fufpectIng what t~e matter mIght be, very ~almly anfwered, he did not fee which way 
they could go, tIll thofe that were gone m the canoes fent a fhip. That no man 
was more defirous to be gone than he, as well for his own private intereft, as for 
the good of them all, for w~om he was accountable; but that if he had any thing 
~re to propofe, he would agam call together the captains and principal men to confult, 
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as had been done feveral times before. Porras replied it was no time to talk, but that 
he £hould embark quickly or fray there by himfelf; and fo turning his back, added in 
a loud voice, I am going to Spain with thofe that will follow me; at which time all his 
followers, who were prefent began to cry out, We will go with you, we will go with 
you, and running about, poffeffed themfelves of the forecafUe, poop, and round-tops, 
all in confufion; and crying, Let them die; others, for Spain, for Spain; and others 
What £hall we do, captain? Though the admiral was then in bed fo lame of the gout 
that he could not ftand; yet he could not forbear rifing and ftumbling out at this noife. 
But two or three worthy perfons, his fervants, laid hold of, and with labour laid him in 
his bed, that the mutineers might not murder him. Then they ran to his brother, 
who was courageoufly come out with a half pike in his hand; and wrefting it out of 
his hands, put him in to his brother, defiring captain Porras to go about his bu
finefs, and not do fome mifchief they might all fuffer for; that he might be fatisfied 
they did not oppofe his going; but if he fhould kill the admiral, he could not expect 
but to be feverely punifhed, without hopes of any benefit. The tumult being fome
what appeafed, the confpirators took ten canoes, that were by the {hip's fide, and 
which the admiral had bought all about the ifland, and went aboard them as joyfully 
as if they had been in fome port of Spain; upon this many more, who had no 
hand in the plot, in defpair to fee themfelves as they thought forfaken, taking what 
they could along with them, went aboard the canoes with them, to the great forrow 
and affliction of thofe few faithful fervants, who remained with the admiral, and of all 
the fick, who thought themfelves loft for ever, and without hopes of ever getting off. 
And it is certain, that had the people been well, not twenty men had remained with 
the admiral, who went out to comfort his men with the beft words the pofture of his. 
affairs would fuggeft; and the mutineers, with their captain Francis de Porras, in their 
canoes, went away for the eaft point of the ifland, whence James Mendez and Fiefco 
went over for Hifpaniola; and wherefoever they came, they infulted the Indians, taking 
away their provifions and what elfe they pleafed by force; and telling them, they 
might go to the admiral and he would pay them, but in cafe he did not, they might 
kill him, which was the beft thing they could do ; becaufe he was not only hated by the 
Chrifiians, but had been the caufe of all the mifchief had befallen the Indians of the other 
ifland, and would do the fame by them, if they did not prevent it by his death, for that 
was his defign in ftaying there. Thus travelling to the ea(l:ermoft point of Jamaica, the 
firft calm they fet out for Hifpaniola, carrying fome Indians in every canoe to row. 
But the weather not being well fettled, and their canoes overloaded, they refolved to 
return to Jamaica before they were four leagues at fea, the wind turning againft them, 
and they being able to make but little way. Befides, they not being fkilful at ma
naging the canoes, it happened a little water fla{hed in over the fides; to remedy 
which, they lightened, throwing all they carried over-board; fa that nothing remained 
but their arms, and as much provifion as would ferve them back. The wind ftill 
fre{hing, and they thinking themfelves in fome danger, it was refolved to murder the 
Indians, and throw them into the fea; this they accordingly executed upon fame of 
them; and others, who for fear of death, trufting in their {kill in fwimming, leaped 
over into the water, and being very we.ary would hang by the canoes to breathe a little, 
had their hands cut off, and were wounded in other parts; fo that they butchered 
eighteen, leaving only a few alive to fteer the canoes, becaufe they knew not how to do 
it. And had not the need they had of them prevented it, they had completed the 
greateft ad of cruelty imaginable, leaving not one of them alive, after they had by in-
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treaties and deceitfully, drawn them to their ailiftance in that dangerous voyage. Being 
come to :!hore they differed in opinions; for fame faid it was better to go to Cuba, and 
that from tha: place where they were., they might take. the eaft w~nds and currents 
upon their quarter, an~ fa r.un over wlthou.t any trouble III a :!hart tIme, and fa crofs 
over from thence to Hlfpamola, not knowmg they were feventeen leagues afunder: 
others faid it was better to return to the ihips, and make their peace with the admiral, 
or take from him by force what commodities and arms h: had, ~e~t; ~thers were for 
:f1:aying till another calm, to attempt the fame pa~age agam. I hIS bem& ~hought t~e 
beft advice, they ftaid in that town of Aoamaqmque above a month, waltmg for faIr 
weather, and deftroying the country. When the fair weather came, they embarked 
again twice, bu1 made nothing of it, the wind being contrary. Being-thus difappointed 
of that paifacre, they fet out towards the weft from one town to another, with an ill-will, 
without can~es or any comfort, fometimes eating what they found, and taking it 
where they could by force, according to their ftrength, and that of the caciques, 
through whofe territories they paired. 

CHAP. CIll. - What the Admiral did after the Mutineers were gone/rom him, and 
the Advantage be made of an Eclipfe· 

TO return to what the admiral did: after the rebels were gone he took great care 
that the fick ihould be furniihed with fuch things as were proper for their recovery, and 
that the Indians fhould be fo civilly treated that they might not forbear bringing pro
vifions to exchange for our commodities; which things were fo well managed, and 
with fuch application by him, that the Chriftians foon recovered, and the Indians 
continued fome days providing all things plentifully. But they being a people that 
take little pains in fowing, and we eating more in one day than they did in twenty, 
befides having no longer any inclination to aur commodities, and making little account 
of them, they began in fome meafure to take the advice of the mutineers, fince they 
faw fo great a part of our men againft us, and therefore brought not fuch plenty of 
provifions as we ftood in need of. This brought us to great diftrefs; for if we 
would have taken it by force, the greateft part of us muft have gone aihore in 
warlike manner, and have left the admiral aboard in great danger, he being very ill 
of the gout; and if we e¥pet1:ed they :!hould bring it of their own accord, we muft 
live in mifery, and give ten times as much for it as we did at firft, they knowing 
how to make their bargains, as being fenfible of the advantage .they had over us. 
But God, who never forfakes thofe that have recourfe to him, as the admiral had, 
put him in the \vay how he ihould be furniihed with all he wanted, which was 
thus. He bethought himfelf that within three days there would be an eclipfe 
of the moon in the firft part of the night; and then fends an Indian of Hifpaniola 
who was with us, to call the principal Indians of that province, faying he would 
talk with them abou~ a matter of concern. Being come that day before the eclipfe 
was, he ordered the mterpreter to tell them, that we were Chriilians and believed 
in God, who dwelt in heaven and took care of the good and puni:!hed the wicked; 
that he feeing the rebellion of the Spaniards, had not permitted them to go over 
to Hifpaniola as James Mendez and Fiefco had done, but had made them run 
through all thofe fufferings and dangers all the iiland had heard of: that as for the 
Indians) feeing .how negligent they were in bringing provifions for our commodities,. 
he :was angry WIth them, and had decreed t~ punifh them with plague and famine; 
which becaufe perhaps they would not beheve, God had appointed to give them a 
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manifeil token of it in the heaven, that they might plainly know the punifhment 
was to come from him. Therefore, he bid them that night obferve when the moon 
appeared, and they {hould fee her rife angry and of a bloody hue, to denote the 
mifchief God intended fhould fall on them. Having faid this to them, the Indians 
went away, fome afraid and others looking upon it as an idle ftory; but the eclipfe 
beginning as the moon was riiing, and increafing the higher {he was, the Indians 
took notice of it, and were fo frighted that they came running from all parts loaded 
with provifions, crying and lamenting, and prayed the admiral by all means to inter
cede with God for them, that he might not make them feel the effeCts of his wrath, 
and promifing for the future carefully to bring him all he wanted. The admiral faid 
he would fpeak with God, and {hut himfelf up whilfi: the eclipfe lafted, they ftill cry
ing out to him to afIift them; and when the admiral faw the eclipfe began to go off, 
and the moon would foon fhine, he came out of his cabin, faying he had prayed to his 
God for them, and promifed him in their names they would be good for the future, 
and ufe the Chriilians well, bringing them provifions and other neceffaries; and that 
therefore God forgave them, and as a token of it they fhould fee the angrinefs and 
bloody colour of the moon would go ofE This proving fa, juft as he fpoke it, they 
gave the admiral many thanks, and praifed God, continuing fo till the eclipfe was quite 
paired. From that time forwards they always took care to provide all that was neceffary, 
ever praifing the God of the Chriftians; for they believed the eclipfes they had feen at 
other times, had denoted mifchiefs to befal them; and being ignorant of the cauli: of 
them, and that they happened at certain times, not believing it pofIible to know on 
earth, what was to happen in the heavens, they certainly concluded the God of the 
Chriftians had revealed it to the admiral. 

CHAP. CIV. - OJ another Mutiny among thife that remained with the Admiral, 
which was quelled by the coming if a V~lfel from HiJPaniola. 

EIGHT months being paffed after James Mendez and Bartholomew Fiefco went 
away, and there being no news of them, the admiral's men were very much caft 
down, fufpeCting the worft; fame faying they were loft at fea; others that they were 
killed by the Indians in Hifpaniola; and others, that they had died with ficknefs and 
hard{hips; for from the point of that ifland, which lay next Jamaica, there wa£ above 
one hundred leagues to St. Domingo whither they were to go for relief, the way by 
land being over uncouth mountains, and by fea againft the prevailing winds and currents. 
To confirm their fufpicion, fome Indians aiTured them they had feen a canoe overfet and 
carried on the coaft of Jamaica by the current, which it is likely had been fpread 
abroad by the mutineers to make thofe that were with the admiral defpair of get
ting off. They therefore concluding for certain that no relief would come to them, 
one Bernard, an apothecary of Valencia, with two companions, whofe names were 
Zamora and Villatoro, and moft of thofe that had remained fick, fecretly confpired 
together to do the fame the others had done before. But almighty God, who knew 
how dangerous this fecond fedition muft be to the admiral, was pleafed to put a ftop 
to it by the coming of a v~frel fent by the governor of Hifpaniola. It came to an 
anchor one evening near the {hips that were a-ground; and the captain of it, whofe 
name was James de Efcobar, came in his boat to vifit the admiral, faying, the com
mendary and governor of Hifpaniola fent him his commendations; and not being 
able fo foon to fend a {hip fit to carry off all thofe men, had rent him in his name 
to vifit him, and prefenting him a cafk of wine, and two flitches of bacon, 
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returned to his c'araval, and without taking any letter, failed away that 'Jery evening. 
The men fomewhat comforted with his coming, took no notice of what they had 
confpired'to do; though at the fame time they much wondered that the caraval had 
fiole away fo privately, and in fuch hafte; ,and they: fufpeCted, t~at perhaps t~e go. 
vernor of Hifpaniola would not have the admIral go thIther. l!e bemg aw~re of It, told 
them he had fo ordered it, becaufe he would not go away wIthout carrymg them all 
off, which that caraval was not big enough to p~rform ; he being willing to pre~ent ~y 
diforders his ftar might oC,cafion, from the m~tIneers: But t?e go~er~or of HlfpanlOla 
was afraid that If the admIral returned to Spam, TheIr Cathohc: MaJeftIes would refiore 
him to his government, and fo he fhould be forced to quit it; for which reafon he 
would not provide, as he might have done, for the admiral's voyage to Hifpaniola ; 
and therefore had fent that little caraval to fpy and obferve the condition the ad. 
miral was in, and to know whether he could contrive with fafety to have him de. 
firoyed, which he knew by what had happened to James Mendez, who fent an account 
of his voyage in writing, by the caraval, which was as follows. 

CHAP. CV. -An Account of what happened to James Mendez. and Fiefco, in their 
Voyage. 

JAMES MENDEZ and Fiefco, fetting out from Jamaica, that day they found the 
weather fettled calm, and fa held on till night, encouraging and perfuading the Indians 
to row with thofe paddles they ufe inftead of oars; and the weather being violently 
hot, they would fometimes leap into the water and fwim, and then come frefh again 
to row. Thus holding on their way, at funfet they lofi fight of land, and half the 
Chriftians and Indians taking their watch together at night to row, and take care the 
Indians fhould not prove treacherous, they advanced all that night without fiaying, 
fo that when day appeared they were all weary enough. But the commanders en· 
couraging their men, and fometimes rowing to give a good example; after eating 
to recover their ftrength, and the fatigue of the night, they fell to their labour again, 
feeing nothing but iky and water. And though this was enough to affiiCt them fuffi. 
ciendy, ye~ we may fay o~ them that they were in Tantalus. his .condition, who having 
water WIthm a fpan of hIS mouth, could not quench hIS thIrfi; fo they were in 
diftrefs; for through the ill-management of the Indians, and the great heat of the 
foregoing day and night, all the water was drank up without any regard to the 
future: and all heat and labour being intolerable without drink, the higher the fun 
afcended the fecond day after they fet out, the more the heat and thirfi increafed, fo 
that by noon they had no firength left. And, as upon fuch occafions, the head is 
bound to fupply the defeCt of the hands and feet; fo by good fortune, the captains 
found two. cafks of water, wherewi~h now and t~en relieving the In~ians, they kept 
them up tIll the coo! of the evemng, encour~gmg t?em,. and affi~mmg they fhOlild 
be foon !lear. a fmallI~and ~alled ~abazza, '."hlch lay m theIr way eIght leagues diftant 
from Hifpamola. ThIS WIth theIr extraordmary thIrfi, and the labour of rowing two 
days and a night quite caft them down, believing they had loft their way; for accord. 
ing to their reckoning they had run twenty leagues, and ought now to be in fight 
of the Wand. But it was wearinefs that deceived them, as well becaufe a canoe that 
rows well cannot in a day and night row above ten leagues, as by reafon the currents 
are againfi them that go f,:om J~maica ~o Hifpaniola,. which they always judge to be 
more that fuffer mofi by It. NIght bemg come, havmg thrown one into the fea who 
died with thirO:, and others lying firetched out on the bottom of the canoe, they were fa 
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afflicted in mind, and fo weak and fpent, that they hardly made any way. Yet tak. 
ing fometimes fea waU!r to refrefu their mouths, which we may fay was the comfort 
given our Saviour when he faid, I thirft; they gently held on their way till the fecond 
night came on without fight of land: but they being of thofe God intended 
to fave, it pleafed him, that in that time of need, when the moon began to rife, James 
Mendez perceived fue got up over-land, for a little iiland covered her in the nature of 
an eclipfe. Nor could they have feen it otherwife, becaufe it was fmall, and at that time 
of nighr. Comforting them chearfully, and fuewing them the land, he fo encouraged 
them, fupplying them in their great thirfl: with a little water out of the barrels, 
that the next morning they found themfelves near the fmall iiland, we faid was eight 
leagues from Hifpaniola, and called Nabazza. They found it to be all round a hard 
rock, and about half a league in circumference. Landing there the befl: they could, 
they all gave God thanks for that mercy; and there being no fpring nor tree, they 
went about taking up rain-water with their calabafhes, which lay in holes among the 
rocks; which it pleafed God to give them fuch plenty ot~ that they filled their bellies 
and veffels; and though the wifer fort advifed the others to ufe moderation in drinking, 
yet thirfl: made fome of the Indians exceed all meafure, whereof fome died there, and 
others got defperate difl:empers. Having refied that day till evening, diverting them
felves, and eating fuch things as they found along the fhore; for James Mendez had 
all utenfils to firike fire, rejoicing to be in fight of Hifpaniola; and fearing fome bad 
weather might fiart up, they made ready to put an end to their voyage, and accordingly 
about fun-fetting, in the cool of the evening, they fet out towards Cape St. Michael, 
the nearefi land of Hifpaniola, where they arrived the next morning, being the fourth 
day after they fet out. When they had refied here two days, Bartholomew Fiefco, 
who was a gentleman that fiood upon his honour, would have returned as the admiral 
had commanded him; but the men who were failors, and Indians, being fpent and in
difpofed with their pafi labour, and drinking fea-water, and thought they had been 
delivered out of the whale's belly, their three days and nights anfwering to thofe Jonas 
lay there, he could not get a man to go with him. James Mendez, as being mofl: in 
hafie, was gone up the coafi of Hifpaniola in his canoe, notwithfianding he fuffered 
under a quartan ague, caufed by his great fufferings at fea and at land; in that condi
tion, travelling over mountains and bad roads, he came to Xaragua, which is a province 
in the wefi of Hifpaniola, where the governor then was, who feemed to rejoice at his 
coming, though afterwards he was tedious in difpatching him, for the cau[es above 
mentioned, till after much importunity, it was obtained of him, that he fhould give 
James Mendez leave to go to St. Domingo, there to buy and fit out a vefld with the 
admiral's money; which fhip being by him got ready, was fent to Jamaica at the latter 
end of May 1504, and failed for Spain, according to the admiral's direCtion, to give 
Their Catholic Majefl:ies an account of the fuccefs of his voyage. 

CHAP. CVI. - How the Mutineers Jet thenifelves agai1!ft the Admiral, and would 
hear of no Agreement. 

NOW to return to the admiral, who with all his company had now received fome 
comfort and certain hopes of being delivered, by the account of James Mendez his 
arrival, and the coming of the caraval; he therefore thought fit to make it known to 
the mutineers, that their jealoufy ceafing, they might return to their duty. He there
fore fent two men of note, who had friends among them, and knowing they would not 
believe, or at leafr not feem to believe the coming of the caraval, he fent them part of 
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the bacon, the captain of it had prefented ~im. Thefe two being come where captain 
Porras was with thofe he confided moft In, he came out to meet them, that they 
might not' move or perfuade the men to repent t~em of the crime they had com
mitted imagining as the truth was, that the admIral fent them a general pardon. 
Yet it 'was not in :he power of the brothers fo t9 curb their men, but ~hat they h:ard 
the news of the coming of the caraval, the health of thofe that were wIth the admIral, 
and the ofiers he made them. After feveral confultations among themfelves, and the 
principal men, the refult was, that they would not truft to the pardon the admiral fent 
them, but would go peaceably away to Hifpaniola, if he would promife to give them a 
fhip to go in, p~ovided two can:e; and if there came but o.ne, he fhould affign t~:m 
half of it· and In the mean whIle, becaufe they had loft theIr clothes and cOmmodItIes 
they had ~o trade upon th'e fea, he fhould fhare what he had with them. To which the 
meifengers anfwering, that thofe were no reafonable propvfals, they interrupted them, 
t;lying, that fince it was not granted them by fair means, they \\'o~ld have it by force. 
Thus they difmiifed the admiral's meifengers, mifinterpreting his offers, and telling 
their followers, that he was a cruel revengeful man; and though they feared nothing 
for themfelves, becaufe the admiral durft not prefume to wrong them, becaufe of the 
favour they had at court, yet they had reafon to fear he would be revenged on the reft, 
under colour of juft punifhment, and that for this reafon: Roldan and his friends in 
Hifpaniola had not trufted him, nor his ofiers, and it fucceeded well with them, they 
finding fa much favour, that they had him fent into Spain in irons. And that the 
coming of the caraval, with the news of James Mendez, might make no impreffion on 
them, they intimated to them, that it was no true caraval, but a phantom made by art 
magic, the admiral being very ikilful in that art, alleging, it was not at all likely, that 
if it had really been a caraval, the men aboard it would not have had fome further 
difcourfe with thofe about the admiral, but would have vanifhed fo foon. Nay, it was 
more probable, that had it been a caraval, the admiralhimfelf would have gone aboard 
it, with his fon and brother. With thefe, and other words to this purpofe, they again 
confirmed them in their rebellion; and then brought them to refolve to repair to the 
fhips to take what they found by force, and fecure the admiral. 

CHAP. CVIl. - How the Mutineers being come tIT the Ships, the Admiral's Brother 
went out to fight them, overcame them, and took Porras their Captain. 

THE mutineers continuing obfl:inate in their wicked refolution, came to a town of 
the Indians within a quarter of a league of the fhips, then called Maima, where after
wards the Chrifl:ians built the town they called Seville; which the admiral under
fl:anding, and being informed of their defign, he refolved to fend his brother againfi: 
them, to endeavour to reduce them by good words; but fo attended, that if they 
offered him any wrong, he might be able to oppofe them. To this purpofe, the lieu
tenant drew out fifty men, well armed, and ready for any fervice. Thefe being come 
to a fmall hill, a bow-fhot from the town where the rebels were, fent thofe two before, 
who had gone on the firfl: meifage, to require them to be peaceable, and that their 
captain fhould come peaceably to a conference. But they being nothing inferior' in 
firength or number, and almofl: all feamen, perfuaded themfelves, that thofe who 
came with the l~eutenant were weak men, and would not fight them; therefore they 
would not permIt the meifengers to talk tQ them, but with their naked fwords and 
the fpears they had, all in a body, crying, Kill, kill, f:ll upon the lieutenant's ~arty; 
fix of the rebels, who were accounted the boldefl:, havmg taken an oath not to part, 

but 



LIFE OF COLON, BY HIS SON. 151 

but go direClly againft the lieutenant, for if he were killed, they made no account of 
the reft; wherein it pleafed God they were difappointed; for they were fa well re
ceived, that five or fix of them dropped at the firft charge, moft of them being of 
thofe that aimed at the lieutenant, who fell upon his enemies in fuch manner, that in 
a very fhort time, John Sanchez de Cadiz, from whom Quibio made his efcape, was 
killed, as was John Barba, the firft I faw draw his fword when they ran into rebellion; 
and fame others fell very much wounded, and Francis de Porras their captain was 
taken. Seeing themfelves fa roughly handled, like bafe rebellious people, they turned 
their backs and fled as faft as they could. The lieutenant would have purfued, had 
not fame of the chief men about him been againft it, faying, it was good to punifh, 
but not fo feverely, left when he had killed many of them, the Indians fhould think fit 
to fall upon the viCtors, fince he faw they were all in arms, waiting the event of the 
fray, without taking either fide. The lieutenant approving of the advice, returned to 
the fhips, carrying along with him the captain of the rebels and fome other prifoners, 
where he was well received by the admiral, his brother, and thofe that had remained 
with him, all of them giving thanks to God for that viCtory, which they attributed to 
him, and wherein the guilty had received their juft punifhment, and their pride been 
humbled, none being wounded on our fide but the lieutenant in his hand, and one of 
the admiral's gentlemen of the chamber, who died of a fmall wound he received with 
a fpear in his hip. But to return to the rebels, Peter de Ledefma, that pilot we men· 
tioned above, who went with Vincent Yanez to Honduras, and fwam afhore at Belem, 
fell down certain rocks, and lay hid that day and the next, till the evening, no body 
affifling him, or knowing where he was, except the Indians, who with amazement, 
not knowing how our fwords would cut, with little flicks opened his wounds, one of 
which was in his head, and his brains were feen through it; another on his fhoulder. 
fa large that his arm hung, as it were, loofe; and the calf of one leg almoft cut off, fo 
that it hung down to his ankle; and one foot, as if it had a flipper on it, being fliced 
from the heel to the toes. Notwithflanding all which defperate hurts, when the In
dians diflurbed him, he would fay, Let me alone, for if I get up, &c.; and they at 
thefe words would fly in a great conflernation. This being known aboard the fhips, 
he was carried into a thatched houfe hard by, where the dampne[<; and gnats were 
enough to have killed him. Here inflead of turpentine, they dreffed his wounds with 
oil, and he had fa many, befides thofe already mentioned, that the furgeon who dreffed 
him fwore, that for the firft eight days he flill found out new ones, and yet at laft he 
recovered, the gentleman of the chamber dying, in whom he apprehended no danger. 
The next day, being the 20th of May, all thofe that had efcaped fent a petition to the 
admiral, humbly begging he would be merciful to them; for they repented them of 
what was pafl, and were ready to fubmit themfelves to him. The admiral granted 
their requefl, and paffed a general pardon, upon condition the captain fhould continue 
a prifaner as he was, that he might not raife another mutiny. And becaufe they coold 
not be fa eafy and conveniently aboard the fhips, and there might arife fome provoking 
words among the common fort, which would caufe diflurbance, and rub up old fares, 
which might be the caufe of frefh tumults; and becaufe it would be a hard matter to 
quarter and maintain fa many men conveniently, thofe few there were beginning to 
fuffer want, he refolved to fend them a commander with commodities to exchange, that 
he might go with them about the ifland, and contain them within the bounds of juflice. 
till fuch time as the fhips came, which he daily expected. , 
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CHAP. CVIII. - How the Admiral went over to H!/paniola, and thence into Spailt, 
where at Valladolid it pleaftd God to take him to hin!ftlf. 

THE Chrifrians being all again returned to their ~uty, and t~: Indians for that fame 
reafon being more careful to fupply them for theIr commod.ItIes, fame ~ay$ pa~ed 
which made up a year fince we arrived at Jamaica, after w~Ich the.re arrIved a .fhi~, 
which James Mendez had bought and fitted out at St. Donungo wIth the admIral s 
money, aboard which all the men, as well enemies as friel!ds, were J?ipped, and fet.ting 
fail on the 28th of June, we proceeded on our voyage WIth much dIfficulty, t}le wmds 
and currents, as we have faid before, being very contrary to go from JamaIca to St. 
Domingo, where we arrived in g~eat need of re~, on the .13th ?f ~ug?fr 1504, and 
the governor made a great receptIon for the admIral, lodgmg hIm m hIS own houfe; 
though this was a treacherous kindnefs; for on the other fide, he fet Porras, who had 
headed the mutineers, at liberty, and attempted to puni!h thofe who had a hand in ap
prehending of him, and to try other caufes and offences that belonged only to Their 
Catholic Majefries, who had appointed the admiral captain-general of their fleet; and 
yet he fawned upon the admiral, ufing all demonfrrations of kindnefs in his prefence. 
This' lafred till our !hip was refitted, and another hired, on which the admiral, his 
kindred and fervants embarked, mofr of the refr remaining in Hifpaniola. We failed 
on the 2d of September, and being but two leagues at fea, the mafr of the {hip came 
by the board; for which reafon the admiral caufed it to return into the harbour, and 
we in the other held on our courfe for Spain. Having run about the third part of the 
way, there arofe fuch a terrible fiorm, that the !hip was in great danger. The next 
day, which was the 19th of OCtober, the weather being fair, and we very fiill, the 
mafr flew into four pieces; but the courage of the lieutenant, and the admiral's in-

, genuity, though he could not rife out of his bed for the gout, found a remedy for this 
misfortune, making a jury-mafr of a yard, and firengthening the middle of it with 
ropes, and fame planks they took from the poop and fiern. In another fiorm we fpent 
our foremafr, and yet it pleafed God we failed feven hundred leagues in that condition, 
and arrived at the port of St. Lucar de Barremeda, and thence to Seville, where the 
admiral took fame refr after the fatigues he had gone through; and in May 150 5, fet 
out for The Catholic King's court; for the glorious Queen Habel had the year before 
exchanged this life for abetter, which was no fmall trouble to the admiral, !he having 
always favoured and fupported him, whereas The Catholic King had proved unkind and 
averfe to his affairs, which plainly appeared by the reception he gave him; for though 
to appearance he !hewed him a favour3.ble afpeB:, and pretended to refrore him to his 
full power, yet he would have quite fiript him of all, had not !hame hindered him; 
which, as has been faid, has great power over noble fpirits; and the King himfelf and 
Queen had both engaged their faith to him, when he went upon his lafi voyage. But 
the Indies daily more and more difcovering what they were like to be, and the King 
perceiving how great a !hare fell to the admiral, by virtue of the articles granted him, 
he frrove to have the abfolute dominion in himfelf, and to difpofe of all thofe employ
ments which belonged to the admiral, according to his own will and pleafure. Here
upon he began to propofe new terms to him, by way of equivalent, which God would 
not per,mit to ~ake effe~; b~caufe jufr then King Ph!lip I. came ~o reign in Spain; and 
at the tIme HIS Cathohc MaJefry went from Valladohd to meet hIm, the admiral, much 
opp~eifed wit~ the gout, an.d troubled to fee himfelf put by his right, other difiempers 
wmmg on hIm, gave up hIS foul to God upon Afcenfion-Day, being the 20th of May 
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1506, at the aforefaid city of Valladolid, having devoutly received all the facraments 
of the church, and faid thefe words laft, " Into thy hands, 0 Lord, I commend my 
fpirit;" which, through his infinite mercy, we do not queftion but he received into his 
glory: to which may he admit us with him! 

His body was afterwards conveyed to Seville, and there by the Catholic King's order 
magnificently buried in the cathedral, and an epitaph in Spanifh cut on his tomb, in 
memory of his renowned aCtions, and difcovery of the Indies. The words are thefe : 

" A CASTILlA, YA LEON, NUEVO MUNDO DIO COLON." 

That is, 
" Colon gave Caftille and Leon a new World." 

Words well worth obferving, becaufe the like cannot be found either among the 
ancients or moderns. 

It will therefore be ever remembered, that he was the difcoverer of the Weft Indies, 
though fince then, Ferdinand Cortez and Francis Pizarfo have found out many other 
provinces and vaft kingdoms on the continent; for Cortez difcovered the province of 
Yucatan, and the city of Mexico, called New Spain, then poffeffed by the great Monte
zuma, emperor of thofe parts; and Francis Pizarro found out the kingdom of Peru, 
which is of a vaft extent, and full of endlefs wealth, which was under the dominion of 
the great King Atabaliba. From which countries and kingdoms there came every year 
into Spain many fhips laden with gold, filver, brazil, cochineal, fugar, and many other 
commodities of great value, befides pearls and other jewels, which are the caufe that at 
this time Spain and its princes flourifh and abound in wealth. 
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THE DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEl\IE:\TS 

AfADE BY THE ENGLISH 

IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF AMERICA, FROM THE REIGN OF HENRY VII. 

TO THE CLOSE OF THAT OF QYEEN ELIZABETH; 

INTERSPERSED WITH 

Various Remarks on the Progrefs of our Trade and naval Power, and the Difficulties which the 
Nation had to firuggle with in their firft Attempts". 

CHAP. 1. -1. The Hiflory of Madoc, 012e' oft be Princes of Hizles, and hisjuppq(ed D!fco
very of America Jet in a true Ligbt, and vindicated fronz Jome groundlifs Rtftections 
made thereon byforeign JY,.iters.-2. The generollS Dijj;qJition of King Henry VIL with 
reJpect to encouraging Dt(coverics j and tbe Voyages of Jo!.m and Sebqjlian Cabot, in bis 
Service, who jut vijited the, Continent of Amcrica'-3' The Voyage of Sebqflian Cabot, 
for the D!fco'very of a North-wdf Pqlfoge, in u,hich he jailed along the Coqfl of that 
Part of North America, to whidJ the Spaniards afterwards gave the Name of Florida. 
-4. The Voyage of Sir Tbomas Pert, Vice Admiral of England, and Sebqflian Cabot, to 
Brazil, and other Parts of the Wdt Indies.-s. The fir:fl Attempt of Mr. Hore, 
Merchant of London, to dfablifh a Colony in Newfoundland,. the }trange Misfortunes 
be met with, and a lIlemorable h?flance of the Jlfllice and Generrjity of King Henry VIIL 
-6. Tbe feveral Voyages of Captain William Hawkins to Brazil, and ajingular Proof of 
his Abilities and IntegritY.-7. Afuccinct Account of the D!fcoveries and maritime Expe
ditions to America, under the Reign of King Edward VI.-8. That Hiflory continued 
during the Reign of Queen Mary, and her COl!fOrt, King Philip.-9. Tbe Methods 
taken for extending our Trade, and making Settlements in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabetb.-Io. An Account of Sir Francis Drake's giving the Name of Ntw Albion, 
to a Country lying in the nortbern Part of California, and tbe Importance of that Dif
covery.-l 1. The fidl Stttiement of Newfoundland, with a foort Account of tbe Na
ture tbereoj, and the Advantages 'Cohich have accrued from the Fifhery upon its Coqfls 
to this Nation.-I2. The filft Attempt to fettle Virginia, under the Direc1ioll of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, with an Account of tbat Colony.-I3. The/everal Voyages of Captain 
Juhn Da~Jis, and the great D!fcoveries mode by him in Nortb America.-I4. Sir .Walter 
Raleigh's Expedition to Guiana,. the Confequences of that Expedition, and Remarks 
tbereupon.- I 5. Other remarkable naval 'Fran/aflions, witbill the Compqfs of that 
Reign, relating to this Sllbject.-I6. A juccinct View of tbe State of our Trade to 
America, at the Time of the Death of Queen Elizabeth.- 17. Remarks and Olfer
'vatirms all the principal E't'enis mentioned in the foregoing Sec1irJ1l. 

J. T'HE glory of having firfl: difcovered far difl:ant G~untries, and adding 
ther~by to th.e l~nowl.edge and .commerce of. man~lIld, has always had 

charms fufficlent to lIlvlte /dlfferent natIOns to put 1Il theIr claims even though 
, 0 

they have not been extremely well founded. When America was firfl: made 
k.nown, it occafioned abundance of enquiries; and, as it was natural, recalled to many 
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people's remembrances and confiderations, fl:ories which had before been deemed fcarce 
worthy of notice: amongfl: the refl: our nation put in; and the tale told in favour of 
us, as it is the earliefl: in point of time, feems to merit relation as well or better 
than any other. In :Chort, this fl:ory aiferts that Madoc Prince of Wales, was the 
firfl: difcoverer of Amer~a, and the detail of his expedition I'uns thus: He £lou
rifhed in the twelfth century, and was fon of Owen Guyneth, Prince of North 
Wales; his brethren raifing a civil w'ar about the divifion of his father's dominions, 
he chofe rather to go to fea with a few of his friends, and feek out new habitations, 
than run the hazard of what might happen in this difpute. Accordingly, about 
the year I 170, fl:eering due wefl:, and leaving Ireland on the north, he came to an 
unknown country, where he fettled a col<:)11Y; and returning thence into 'Vales, carried 
a fecond fupply of people, but was never heard of more. 

That the country he went to was really America, is more, I think, than can be 
thoroughly proved; but that this tale was invented after the difcovery of that 
country, on purpofe to fet up a prior title, is mofi certainly falfe. Meredith ap 
Rees, who died in 1477, and was a famous \.Velch poet, compofed an ode in honour 
of this Madoc, wherein was contained an account of his difcoveries. N ow as this 
was feveral years before Colon made his firfi voyage, we may be fure that this 
was really a Britiih tradition, and no tale of late contrivance. Some foreign writers 
indeed, have fuggefl:ed that this was a pui'e invention, deGgned to prejudice the repu
tation of the great dikover)" made by Colon; but in this they rather ihe\v their 
malice to us than difcover ours; for beyond all doubt the \.Velch had, and have fiill, 
fuch a tradition, and therefo,re fome wifer and better informed critics have endeavoured 
tv prove that it was not America, but Greenland, to which our 'VeIch Prince failoed. 
In proof of which they have obferved that this country was well known in the: 
ninth and tenth centuries, though it was afterwards loil:. 

But with fubmiffion to there great men, this fiory does not at all an["er their 
purpofe; for it is evident, the courfe does by no means agree; fince if he had 
failed to that country he could not have left: Ireland to the north. I have feen a 
very ingenious dif<;:ourfe upon this fubjed, in which is fuggefled, that Prince 
Madoc landed in fome part of Florida; that ill procef<; of time, the colony he 
planted there proceeded round by land, and reached the northern parts of 
,Mexico, which country they conquered, and were thofe foreign ancefiors of the 
Mexicans, of whom we have heard fo much from the Spanin1 writers that have 
recorded the adventures of Cortes, and with which the reader is fo well acquainted, 
that there is no need of our faying any thing more of them here, except it be this, 
that feveral Britifh words have been difcovered in the old Mexican tongue, and 
that no other European nation can fhew a better founded tradition than this; for 
the truth of which, however, I am very far from contending. 

:2. If there had been really any defire in the Englifh nation to contefi the title 
of the crown of Spain to the country of America, it might have been undoubtedly 
fixed upon a much better foundation; for, in the life of Don Chrifiopher Colon, 
written by his fon in the reign of our King Henry the VlIIth, it is exprefsly faid, that 
this great man fent his brother Bartholomew into England, to offer his difcovery t< 
King Henry VII. and he did accordingly preient a map, dated the 13th of Februarv 
1488, to that monarch; and having explained to him his brother's defign, and what h~ 
propofed thereby, it was readily accepted; and Don Bartholemew W,'lS fent to invite his 
brother ii1to England, with an aifurance that the King would grant him all he defired. 
This agreement was four years before the voyage of Colon in the fervice of Their 
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Catholic Majefties, and therefore had we been fa much incl~ed to hunt for titles to this 
new-found country, here had been a fair pr;tence. But X;mg Henry the VIIth. was. of 
another difpofition; and though he was. a prInce I?uch addIc:ted to encoura.ge f~ch kind 
of ufeful undertakino's he fcorned to ann (It reapmg the frUIts of other prInces adven. 

b , "d C 1 ' tures; ~nd therefofl: he contented himfelf, after mIili.ng by mere. accI, ;nt, ,.0 on s 
difcovery, with inviting other feamen of known reputatlOn, to enter mto DIS fervlce for 
like purpofes. , , ' 

Amongft thefe was John Cabot CItIzen of Vemc~, who had been J~ng fe~tled ~t 
Briftol and who thought himfelf capable of perform111g as a feaman thmgs, httle, If 
at all fuort of what Colon had done. He accordingly applied himfelf to the King, 
who, by patent inrolled, dated the 5th of March, in the eleventh year of ~is reign, and 
in the year of our Lord 1495, granted to the faid John Cabot, and hIs three fons, 
Lewis, Sebaftian, and Sancias, authority to fail with five {hips of what b,u:then and 
ftrength they thought fit, upon difcoveries to the eaft, weft and north; gIVIng them 
the full property of fuch country or countries as they {hould difcover, with this 
refervation only, that they {hould return to Briftol, and that they {hould pay him 
the fifth part of the neat profits of their voyage; in confideration of which they were 
to have the exclufive right to the countries fo difcovered, to which no other Englifh 
fubjeB:s were to trade, but by their leave and licence. But the year before that patent 
was gr'anted, that is in 1494, John Cabot, with his fon Sebaftian, had failed from 
Briftol upon difcovery, and had aB:ually feen the continent of Newfoundland, to 
which they gave the name of Prima Vifta" or Firft Seen. And on the 2.\th of June 
in the fame year he went a{hore on an ifland, which, becaufe it was difcovered on 
that day, he called St. John's; and of this Wand he reported very truly, that the 
foil was barren, that it yielded little, and that the people wore bear-fkin cloaths, 
and were armed with bows, arrows, pikes, darts, wooden clubs, and flings; but 
that the coaft abounded with fi{h; and upon this report of his, the beforementioned 
patent was granted. 

3. The next voyage made for difcovery was by Sebaftian Cabot, the fan of John, 
concerning which all our writers have fallen into great miftakes, for want of com· 
paring the feveral accounts we have of this voyage, and making proper allowances 
for the manner in which they were written; fince I cannot find there was ever any 
di£l:inB: and clear account of this voyage publi{hed, though it was of fa great can· 
fe,quence. ,On the contrary, I believ,e that Cabot himfelf kept no journal of it by 
!Uffi ; ,fin~e 111 a letter he wrote on thIS fubjeB:, he fpeaks doubtfully of the very year 
111 whIch It was undertaken, though, from ,the circumftances he relates, that may be 
v~ry certainlyflxed. On the 3d of February, in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
Kmg Henry VII, a new grant was made to John Cabot, by which he had leave given 
him to take {hips out of any of the ports of England, of the burden of two hundred 
ton, to fail upon difcoveries; but before this could be effeB:ed, John Cabot died; and 
Sebafti~n, his fan, applied himfelf to the King, propofing to difcover a north-weft paffage, 
as he hImfelf tells us ; and for this purpofe he had a {hip manned and viB:ualled at 
the King's expence at Briftol, and three or four other {hips were fitted out at the ex
pence of fame mer~hants of th~t city, particularly Mr. Th?rne and Mr. Hugh Elliot. 
But whereas Sebaftlan Cabot hllnfelt fays, that he made thIS voyage in the fummer of 
1496, he muft be ml~aken, and he very well might~ fpeaking from his memory 
only; ~nd ~o prove thIS I need only obferve, that thIS date will not at all agr~e 
even ~Ith hIS own account of the voyage; for he fays exprefsly it was undertaken 
after hIS father's death -; who, as we have {hewn, was alive in the February following; 
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fo that it was the [ummer of the year 1497, in which he made this voyage; and what 
he afterwards relates of his return, proves this likewife. 

But we have a direCt and clear authority as to this faCt, which is, that of Robert 
Fabian, who fixes this voyage of Sebafiian Cabot's to the month of May 1497. And on 
the I I th of June, the fame year, he failed as high as fixty feven degrees thirty mmutes, 
finding the fea fiill open, and he thought that he might this way havepaffed through into 
the South Seas, but his crew mutinied, which forced him to return into the latitude of 
fifty fix degrees, and from thence he ran down to thirty eight degrees, along the coafi 
of the continent of America, which, as he exprefsly fays, was afterwards called Florida, 
where provifions growing iliort, he returned into England, touching by the way at 
Newfoundland. On his return, he fays, he found the nation in much conrufion, and 
great preparations making for a war in Scotland, which agrees exaCtly with Grafton's 
Chronicle, who places thefe preparations under the mayoralty of William Purchafe, 
that is, to the year before-mentioned; and Robert Fabian fays farther, that in the 
14th year of King Henry VII. there were three men brought to the king, taken in the
new-found ifland, which he before mentioned, who were cloathed in beafi-fkins, eat 
raw fleih, fpoke a firange uncouth tongue, and were very brutiih in their behaviour ; 
but he farther adds, that he faw thefe people himfelf two years afterwards, and that 
they were then cloathed like Englifhmen, and he could not have known them to be 
otherwife, if he had not been informed that thefe were the men brought over by Se
bafiian Cabot. 

Thus, with the utmofi exaCtnefs I could ufe, I have fet this matter in its true light, 
and have thereby iliewn, that he was not only the firfi perfon who attempted a north
wefi paffage; and iliewed thereby that he underfiood Colon's principles, but was 
likewife the firfi difcoverer of the continent of America, which Colon did not 
fee till a year after, as well as the firfi difcoverer of Florida, which country was 
not fa called till the year 1512; when, as we have before iliewn, it was vifited 
by John Ponce de Leon, who took poffeilion of it for the King of Spain, and ufu
ally paffes for the firfi difcoverer. It may not be amifs to obferve, that Sebafiian 
Cabot clearly affirms, that his voyage was made to difcover a north-wefi paffage; 
which notion of his gave light, as is acknowledged even by foreign authors, to 
Ferdinand Magellan; and induced him confidently to affirm, that fuch a paifage 
might be found by the South, 'which he happily effeCted twenty-two years after this 
attempt made to the north by Sebafl:ian Cabot. 

I cannot fay that any great ufe can be made of this kind of knowledge, but there 
feems 'to be no reafon why we ihould not pique ourfelves upon knowing thefe 
matters with as much exaCtnefs as {hangers; who, by dipping into our accounts, 
pretend to great knowledge in thefe matters, and very often impofe upon fuch as 
will not rake into their own old mufiy antiquities, but pay an implici: regard to the 
bold aifertions of modern authors; by taking the contrary method, and refolving to 
be fatisfied, even in trifles, we come to judge accurately and truly of the deferts 
both of our own and of foreign nations; fa as to yield the preference to fame, 
and maintain our jufi rights againfi others. As for infiance, though we cannot dif
pute with the Spaniards the aCtual difcovery of America; yet, we may fairly deny, 
what the prefent geographer of His Catholic Majefiy aiferts, that we rejeCted Colon's 
propofal; and we may likewife call him to a fevere account, for placing the voy
ages of Sebafiian Cabot to Florida, twenty-fix years later than he iliould have placed 
them, from the accounts given by Ramufio, Gomara, Peter Martyr, and other au
thors, whom he either had not read, or ought to have read, before he took upon him 
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to write on this fubjeCt; of which, though he writes fenfibly, yet this will not excufe 
his writing untruths. . 

Sebafiian Cabot is by many of our writers pofitively affirmed to be an Enghfbman, 
born at Briftol; but the Italians as pofitively claim him for their countryman, and fay he 
was born at Venice; which, to fpeak impartially, I believe is the truth.; for. he ~ays 
himfelf that when his father was invited over to England, he brought hml wIth hIm, 
though' he was then very young. His. voyage for the ~ifc~JVerr of th~ north-weft 
paffage, gained him fo great a· reputatIOn, that he was mVIted mto Spam, and e~
ployed by Their Catholic Majefiies, Ferdinand and Ifabella, in a voyage for the dIf
covery of the coafts of Brazil, in which he had much better fuccefs than Americus 
Vefpucius, who mified the river ,of Plate, whereas Cabot" found it, and failed up it 
three hundred and fixty miles, which gained him fuch a charaCter at the court of 
Their Catholic Majefties, that, on his return, he was declared piloto maggiore, or 
grand pilot of Spain; and refided feveral years at Seville with that charaCter, and had 
the examination and approbation of all the . pilots intrufted by that government .. 

4. Yet, after fome years, he thought fit to return into England, and was employed 
by King Henry VIII, in conjunction with Sir Thomas Pert, who was vice-admiral of 
England; and built a fine houfe near Blackwall, called Poplar; which name fiill re
mains, though the houfe is long ago decayed. This voyage of his was in IS I 6, on 
board a iliip of two hundred and fifty tons, with another of the like fize, in which he 
proceeded to the coaft of Brazil, and afterwards vifited the Spaniili iflands of St. Do
mingo, and St. John de Porto Rico; in the latter of which they traded, and paid for 
what they had by the exchange of veffels, made of pewter,· as we learn from Oviedo; 
who, notwithftanding, afferts that this veffel was a privateer, whereas, in faCt, ilie was 
a frigate fitted out at King Henry the Eighth's expence for difcovery. 

It is a very great misfortune that we have not a clearer and more difiinCt account of 
this expedition; fince it very plainly appears from the writers of thofe times, that 
great expectations were raifecf by it, and that the mifcarriage occafioned ::l good deal of 
noife and fome reflections; but they did not fall upon Cabot, as appears from the fol
lowing note, taken from a book, publiilied by Mr. Richard Eden, whofe colleCtions led 
the \vay to thofe of Mr. Hackluit, and which book was publiilied in 1553' "If manly 
courage," faith he, (like unto that which hath been feen in your Grace as well in 
foreign realms, as alfo in this our country,) " had not been wanting in others, in thefe 
our days, at fuch time our Sovereign Lord of noble memory, King Henry.vIII., about 
the fame year of his reign, furni!hed, and fent out certain {hips, under the governance 
of Sebaftian Cabot, yet living, and one Sir Thomas Pert, whofe faint heart was t.he 
caufe that the voyage took none effect; if, I fay, fuch manly courage, whereof we 
have fpoken, had not at that time been \"anting, it might happily have come to pafs, 
that that rich treafury called Perularia, which is now in Spain, in the city of Seville, 
and fo named, for that in it is' kept the infinite riches brought thither from the new
found land of Peru, might long fince have been in the Tower of London, to the King's 
great honour and wealth of this realm." I do not find that this worthy gentleman 
left England after this; but, on the contrarv, remained here, and promoted to the 
utmoft of his power, whatever defigns were fet on foot for the encouragement' and ex
tenfion of our commerce; fo that, as I iliall have occafion to iliew hereafter, he may 
be truly reputed-The great mafter of Engli{h feamen, and the father of our colonies 
and commerce. 

It was this great man that fiill kept up an opinion, which, he had himfelf firfi enter
tained, that fame paffage there was into the South Seas, by the north-weft; and upon 
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this fubjeEl: lie wrote with fo much good fenfe and ihength of reafon, that if the {hips, 
which, while I am writing this paragraph, have failed in fearch of this paifage, ihould 
fucceed, the honour of the difcovery will redound to him; and therefore it is but 
juft to take this opportunity ~f reviving his reputation. His difcourfes had fuch an 
effeCt on King Henry VIII., a Prince of vaft natural parts, great learning, and ftrongly 
inclined to heroic undertakings, that he refolved to fend another ihip, or more, on the 
difcovery, which he did in the nineteenth year of his reign. Both Hall and Grafton, 
in their Chronicles, fpeak of this; and tell us, that on mature deliberation, the King 
fitted out two fair ihips, which failed from the port of London, on the 20th of May 
1527 ; but not a word of the captain's name, or of the firength of thefe illips; the only 
particular we have is, that the King fent feveral cunning men on board them. \:'{ e 
are to underftand, by cunning men, perfons fkilled in the mathematics; who, with the 
common fort of people, paifed now, and long after, for cunning men and conjurers. 

The worthy Mr. Hackluit has taken abundance of pains to fupply us with fame 
ci.rcumftances of this expedition, but to very little purpofe; and, notwithftanding all 
his inquiries from perfons who lived in and near thofe times, could obtain no other 
fatisfaEl:ion than this, that a canon of St. Paul's who was reputed a great mathematician, 
was one of the principal per[ons concerned, and aCtually had took a ihare in the voyage; 
but to this reverend perfon's name, both Sir Martin Frobifher and Sir Richard Allien, 
who were Mr. Hackluit's authors, were ftrangers ; one of them, however, remembered 
the name of the biggeft ihip, which was Dominus Vobi[cum, or The Lord with them, 
which agrees very well with the other part of the ftory, that the chief promoter of this 
voyage was a prieft. Thefe {hips failing very far to the north-wefl:, the largeft of 
them was caft away in the mouth of a very large gulph, very probably in the entrance 
to Hudfon's Bay, and there peri{hed; the other, having coafted along the iiland of 
Cape Britton (fo they wrote it then) returned in OCtober following, and brought a 
large account of the places they had feen, and of the hardfhips they had undergone. 

It appears from thence, that thefe early attempts to difcover new countries, and ex
tend our commerce, were attended with great difliculties, much beyond ,thofe that were 
met with by the Spaniards and Portuguefe, which may be attributed to feveral different 
caufes, and amongft others thefe: Our illipping was then but: mean, though both the 
kings whom Cabot ferved appeared to be very defirous of having a naval force, fince 
Henry VII. had fpent fourteen thoufand pounds in building one large {hip, and his fon 
Henry VIII. added feveral others to the nayy; yet I think our iliips were, generally 
fpeaking, larger than thofe of moft of our neighbours; but very probably they were 
built abroad, and neither in form nor in materials were fit for thofe [eas to which they 
were navigated. The {kill of our feamen could not be very great at this time; for as 
in all other praCtical cafes, fa in this, nothing advances people fa faft as experience, and 
therefore I 'reckon that the ,vant of this was a great deficiency in thefe times; we may 
add, that we purfued, with incredible diligence, thofe difcoveries that carried us into 
dangerous and difagreeable climates, which was direCtly contrary to the praCtice of the 
Spaniards and' Portuguefe; befides thofe voyages produced little or no advantage, fo 
there was nothing to provoke the common, or even the trading, fort of people, to en
gage in them: and lamy, King Henry VIII. was bent upon finding a north-weft paf
[age, that he might have a way of his own to the Eaft Indies, and not be obliged to 
follow the rout either of the Spaniards or of the Portuguefe. 

5. It was this iliclination of the King's that produced a fpirit in the nation of dif
covering and fettling in thefe northern parts, let the dangers be what they would, or 
the difficulties to be overcome ever fa many or apparent: a very {hong- inftance of 
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which occurred in the twenty-eighth year of his reign, and is the moft remarkable paf. 
fage in it to our purpofe: one Mr. Hore, a merchant of Lon~on, a man of good fa· 
mily, confiderable fortune, great courage, and very well verfed 111 moft of the branches 
of the mathematics, was refolved to undertake a voyage, and attempt. a fett.lement o~ 
Newfoundland, and to go thither himfelf. He no fooner made thIS 111tention of hIS. 
known than he received all the countenance and encouragement from the crown that 
he could expect; and as this gave much credit to the exp~diti?n, fo, i~. a thort time, 
abundance of young gentlemen, of good fortunes and diftmgm£hed famIlIes, offeLed to 
£hare both the expence and danger of the undertaking. 

Amono- thefe were Mr. Wickes a weft-country gentleman of five hundred marks 
b ') L M erI 

a year; Mr. Tuck, a Kentifh gentleman of fortune; Mr. Tuckfield, r. 1~mas 
Butts, fon of Sir William Butts, the King's firft phyfician; Mr. Hardy, Mr. BIron, 
Mr. Carter, Mr. Raftal, (brother to Serjeant Raftal,) and feveral others; who went 
with Mr. Hore in the largeft of his two fhips, the Trinity, of the burden of one hun
dred and forty tons: in the leffer fhip went Mr. Armigall Wade, a young gentleman 
of great hopes, and much learning; Mr. Oliver Dawebney, of London, merchant; and 
other perfons of charaCter, to the number of thirty, in both yeffels: About the end of 
April 1536, all things were ready; the Trinity and Minion fit to fail, and the whole of 
both {hips' company, to the number of one hundred and twenty, muftered at Gravef
end; after which they went with much ceremony on board. 

They foon after failed, and arrived in the fpace of two months at Cape Breton; 
from whence they failed round a great part of Newfoundland to Penguin iJ.land, in 
the latitude of about fifty degrees, as they computed; but which lies, truly, in fifty 
degrees forty minutes; where they found great plenty of thofe fowls, from whence 
the ifland takes its name: they afterwards went on fhore upon the eaft-fide of N ew
foundland, and had an accidental view of a boat full of the favages that inhabited that 
country, whom they purfued both by fea and land, but were not able to overtake them. 
They {hid here till their victuals began to grow very thort, and being then afraid to 
truft themfelves at fea in fuch a condition, they delayed going on board till they were 
in fuch diftrefs that they aCtually eat one another; that is to fay, fome killed their 
-companions privately in the woods, hid them, and then roafted and eat their Befh 
fecretly, till this horrid praCtice coming to the knowledge of their captain, he, by a 
moft judicious and pathetic fpeech, brought them to refolve rather to live upon grafs 
and her?s than fubfift by this deteftable method any longer. 

But It fell out foon after, that a French fhip put in there well manned and well 
viCtualle~, of .which our countrymen refolved to take advantage, being weary of a 
<:ountry m whICh they had endured fuch miferies; and therefore, watching a fair op
P?rtumty, they poffeffed themfE'lves of the French fhip, and, leaving their own, failed 
dIreCtly for the coaft of England. They returned fafely, and arrived at St. Ives in 
Cornwall about the end of OCtober; and then the gentlemen, difperfing themfelves, 
return;ed ~o London; but fo m~lch altered by their fatigues, that Sir William Butts, 
and hIS WIfe could not know theIr fon, but by a particular mark upon his knee. We 
had ne~er known a word of this ftrange adventure, if it had not been for Mr. Richard 
Hacklmt, who rode two hundred miles to gain thefe particulars from the mouth of 
Mr. Thomas Butts, th~ only perfon then living, who had a fhare in that expedition; 
an4.i ?o :vonder, fince. It was fiftr-three years afterwards that he obtained this com
mumcatlon. There IS another Clrcumftance relating to this unfortunate enterprize 
which muft by no means be omitted. ' 

Some months after, the Frenchmen came to England, with a dreadful complaint, 
that 
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that the Engliih had ran away with their fhip, and had left them to Harve, if they had 
not fupported themfelves by fifhing. King Henry examined very clofely into the affair, 
and finding that extreme want was the fole caufe of an action, otherwife inexcufable, 
he fatisfied the French, to the full extent of their demands, out of his own coffers, 
and pardoned in his own fubjeCts, that wrong which neceffity forced them to commit. 
Thefe were very hard beginnings; and yet to thefe we owe our Newfoundland 
trade; and, I think, it is much to the honour of the Englifh nation, that without 
having any of thofe encouragements which the Spaniards met with from the very be
ginning, they continued to purfue thofe expeditions for difcovery; till in the end they 
met with thofe rewards which they fo well deferved. 

6. Within this dark period of time, for the accounts of our rifing navigation have 
been mofr imperfectly tranfmitted to pofl:erity, there were numbers of Englifhmen, 
who, with very little profpect of private advantages, fpread themfelves, by the help of 
foreign fhipping into all par.ts of the 'Yorld; that, by their inquiries and obfervations, 
they might be able to underHand how trade was managed, and maritime affairs con
ducted, in other countrie~; that, in time, by their informations, the like advantages 
might accrue to their own; of which voyages and travels, there are many {hort notes 
colleCted in Hackluit, which do great honour to thefe times, and ought to perpetuate 
the memory of the worthy perfons, who, with fo much labour and hazard, laid the 
foundation of our naval frrength and glory. 

Thefe notices foon roufed active and indufrrious perfons to try what ufe could be 
made of fuch helps, and perhaps the ~eader will not think his time mifpent in reading 
an in france of this kind. Mr. William Hawkins, the father of the famous Sir John 
Hawkins, and the grandfather of Sir Richard Hawkins, both eminent feamen, was him
felf an officer in the navy of King Henry the Eighth, and for his merit much efreemed 
by that Prince, made about the middle of his reign three profperous voyages to Guinea 
and Brazil; in the lafr of thefe, having fome dealings with a prince or chief of the 
Brazilians, he exprelfed a defire of feeing England; but, at the fame time, {hewed a 
fufpicion of his not obtaining leave to come home again; to cure which, Captain 
Hawkins very readily offered to leave Mr. Martin Cockram, of Plymouth, who frood 
next to himfelf in efreem with the Indians, as a hofrage, which offer was readily ac
cepted. \ 

This Brazilian chief he brought over, and prefented to his mafrer King Henry, who 
received him kindly, entertained him courteouily, and difmilfed him generoufly, after a 
year's fray in England. But it fo fell out, in his palfage home, that, either through 
change of air, fhortnefs of provifions, or fome other misfortune, the Indian chief died; 
which threw the Engli{h into great concern, from an apprehenfion that Mr. Cockram 
would be either puni{hed with death, or detained during life, upon account of this 
accident: but the thing fell out better; for upon hearing what the Englifh had to al
ledge, the favages readily obferving, that it was far from being likely that they would 
return to their country if they had treated their king amifs, and that it was not in their 
power to preferve his life, if attacked by ficknefs, they freely fet their hofrage at li
berty, kindly entertained the men, and furnifhed the fhip with a fufficient cargo for 
England, which encouraged other merchants to trade to the unfettled ports of Brazil, 
(by which I mean the ports not yet in the polfeffion of the Portuguefe,) and this from 
feveral places, 'uiz. Briaol, Southampton, and London, during all the latter part of this 
monarch's reign, who mufr be allowed to have had a very public fpirit with regard to 
maritime concerns, for the improvement of which he fpared neither pains nor treafure. 

7. In the time of King Edward the Sixth the court was fplit into faCtions, which 
Y 2 necelfarij'f 
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neceffarily occaiioned difputes and divifions among the people; fa that t~e times were 
by no means favourable for new and !Sreat undertakings, or even for the Improveme~t 
of thofe branches of commerce, whIch were but newly opened; on the contrary, It 
feems that feveral perfons who were entrufied with offices by the lord high admiral, 
and fuch as had the care and direCtion of the cufioms, laid heavy burdens upon thofe 
that engaged in the Iceland and Newfoundla~d fiiheries; a?d took itlch large f~lms for 
licences, and under other pretences, as had hke i.o have rU111ed the former, whIch was 
an old trade and o-reatly difcouraged the latter~ which ·was a new one. 

, b 1 r .. 
Upon complaint of this to p.arliaI?~nt, the .matter. fell under ~ c o~e exammatIOn, as 

appears from fame papers of SIr WIlham CeCIl, whIch are yet m bemg; f?f ~here are 
no Journals of the ProcecdinfTs of the Houfe of Commons fo early as thIS tIme pre
ferved: but from the papers before mentioned, we are informed, that th~s complaint 
was m'lde bv the weft-country members, and by a burgefs from Yarmouth m Norfolk; 
and thereup~n a Lnv was made in the year 1548, and the fecond of that Prince's reign, 
by which it was enaded, that every officer who [hould, for the time to come, extort, 
procure, 01" receive any fum of money from a merchant, mafier of a ihip, fador, or 
fiJherman, for, or under colour of, granting him leave or licence to fiih in the North 
Seas, on the coans of Iceland, or on the banks of Newfoundland, ihould, for the firfi 
offence, forfeit treble the fum fo extorted; and for the fecond, ihould fuffer fine and 
radom at the King's pleafure. 

The fame year the King was pleafed to grant to Sebafiian Cabot, his old fervant, by 
the advice and counfel of his uncle, Edward Duke of Somerfet, the office of grand 
pilot of England, with a he of one hundred fixty-fix pounds thirteen and four pence, 
to be paid him quarterly at the exchequer; which ihews, that thefe kind of fervices 
were ftill regarded; and that in fuch intervals of peace, as the miniftry then had, they 
were mindful of the intereft of their country, and inclined to do what lay in their power 
to promote navigation and commerce. But they were ftill hurt by a too earneft defire 
to grafp at the whole trade of the Indies, which induced them to liften to all the pro
pofals made for difcovering either a north-eafi or a north-weft paifage; and by bending 
all their ftrength that way, negleCted thofe undertakings that were eaner, and 'Nhich 
might have been carried into execution at a much lighter expence. This was owing to 
Mr. Sebafl:ian Cabot, who firfl: frarted the notion of a paifage into the South Seas by 
the north.weft, and \\'ho fell very readily into the other projeCt of finding a paifage into 
the Indian Ocean by the north-eaft. 

He was at that time mafter of the great company ereded for the benefit of commerce, 
under the title of Merchant-Adventurers for the Difcovery of New Lands, and the 
great oracle, as he deferved to be, of all the feabring people; and this gave hiri.1 an op
portunity of pufhing that point \vhiGh he had moft at heart, the importance of which he 
u~derftood better t~lan any n~a.n, ar:d in the ex.ecuti?n of "l.yhich. nobody. had gone 
fal ther, or managea an expedition WIth greater dlfcretlon. But thIS turn diverted the 
\~hole a~tention of the .ftate to this po~nt, and this al~ne~ as if nothing had been worth 
dlfcovenng but a paftage to the SpIce Hlands; while 111 the mean time the Spaniards 
attacked aGd fubdued a very great part of both the continents of America. If, inftead 
()f this, the endeavours of the feamen in that reign had been applied to the profecuting 
w~at C~bot ha.d fo well begun, I ~nean the entire difcovery of Florida, and the coun
t(les adFcent, It mufl: have ended 111 a fettlement on the Gulph of Mexico, which miICht 
probably have been attended \yith very great advantages. . U 

.It cannot howe;rer be denied, th.at t.he fchemes which were profecuted had a very 
fair appearance or fuccefs, and I think It may be allowed alfo, by fuch as take the pains 
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to perufe Mr. Cabot's Inflructions to Sir Hugh Vvilloughby, that no man ever con· 
ceived with greater flrength of judgment, or expreifed himfelf in clearer terms, than 
he did. I might, to prove this, give an extract of thefe InHruCtions; but it would be 
befide my prefent purpofe, and giving the reader no more than \vhat he may already 
find in Hackluit; whereas I aim at affording him new lights, without tranfcribing other 
people's labours, except where I am uncler a neceffity of doing it. It muft be ad
mitted, that though the profecution of thefe projeCts, for finding a north-eafl and a 
north-weft paifage, were not either of them attended with fuccefs, and though they 
confumed a great treafure, and, which is much mure to be regretted, were attended 
with the 10fs of feveral excellent captains and many able feamen, the profits which the 
nation reaped might be truly faid to countervail, in fome meafure, even the vaft ex~ 
pences thefe voyages occafioned. 

As for ir,-fiance: we opened, by our attempts to find a nOl:th·eaft pafi:tge, the trade 
to Archangel; and, for fome time, engroifed the "aluable commerce of the RuffiaE 
empire: and even to the north-weft our difcoveries were of great confequence, and led 
us to a more diftinct knowledge of that part of the world than any other. nation has 
attained, infomuch that I think it may be truly faid,_ it is of all our labours that which 
has {hewn our excellency in point of feamanfhip moft; and, if our prefent attempt i()[ 

difcovering a pa:lfage through Hudfon's Bay fhouJd prove fucceisful, as I fincerd), be
lieve it will, we thall have no reafon to blame thofe who from time to time have pufhed 
this defig!l with fo much vigour; becaufe I am thoroughly perfuaded, that whenever it 
is attended with fuccefs, it will, in a very few years, repay this nation all that {he has 
.expended for ages upon this account. 

We may from hence fee how much thefe expeditions for difcovery are preferable to 
much more expenflve expedilions in purfuit of projects diCtated by political views; 
for in thefe laft we wafte fhips, men, treafure, and all to little or no purpofe; whereas, 
with refpeB: to the former, whether we fuccecJ or not in our main point, w~ are fure 
of making fuch incidental advantages as, fooner or later, make us ample amends for 
the pains we take; fa that a maritime power cannot follow a wifer courfe than to en
courage all fuch projeCts, or employ her naval force better than in attempting fuch of 
them as have a probable appearance; becaufe this nourifhes and keeps alive that active, 
penetrating, enterprifing fpirit, which is fo neceirary to a Hate like ours, and which 
will always be attended with advantages upon the whole, though in many particular 
inftances it may not be (,ttended \yith fucce[" .. , But it is 110W time to proceed from 
thefe refleCtions \vhich naturally flow from the confideration of what was done by our 
ilate[men in the reign of King Edward, to thofe of the like kind that occupied tht: 
thoughts both of our politicians and people, in the reign of his fifier Clnd fuccefior; in 
fpeaking of which, though a beaten topic, I hope to firikeout feveral things that 
are new. 

S. As there were feveral of King Edward's minifters employed by Queen Mary, fo 
we find that in the reign of this Princefs the fame meafures were purfueJ, and the fame 
attention {hewn for ne w difcoveries, and for giving all the affiftance that was in the 
power of the Crown, to fuc,h as engagd in thefe undertakings. But after the mar
l'iage bet\veen the Queen and King Philip of Spain took place, we began to grow much 
better <!cquainted with all circumil:ances rela:ing to the VI eft Indies than in former 
times, and it became L0ionable at Court to read and 'llnderfiand whatever had been 
pubE{hed, in any language, relating to the conquefts and difcoveries of the Spaniards; 
but becaufe the number was not great of fuch as could perufe and tmderfumd thofe 
works in the original lanzuages, feveral perfons took pains to tranilate them into Eng-
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lifh, and to epitomife them, that they might be read with the greater fa~ility; amongft 
thefe were Mr. Richard Eden, who compofed one of the tirf!: Collea~ons of Travels 
that was ever publifhed in our language, and which was af~erwards revlfed, c.orreaed, 
and augmented, by Mr. Edward Willes. Several other pI~ces ?f th: fame kmd came 
abroad' and feveral of the Spanifh officers that attended theIr Kmg hIther took a great 
deal or' pains to fet forth the exploits ~f their r;ation in the yv ef!: Indies; and our f~a 
officers with whom they converfed, dId not fall to make theIr advantage of thefe dlf
courfes: and to gain fuch knowledge of the fituatio? things were in throughout all their 
dominions in America, as afterwards coft the Spamards very dear. 

This intercourfe with that nation alfo furnifhed many Englifhmen with opportunities 
of going to their fettlements, and of obtaining fuch lights with refpea to their navigation 
and commerce, as proved afterwards of the higheft ufe. But notwithftanding all this, 
our trade and naval power fuffer~d deeply by this conneaion between the two nations, 
which not only hindered, during that reign, thofe voyages we had formely made to 
America fro111 being purfued, but involved us likewife in a tedious, dangerous, and 
unneceffary war with France; by which we not only loft the important fortrefs of 
Calais, but alfo fuffered deeply in our fhipping; fa that it appears by forne fragments 
which ftill remain of fpeeches made in the Haufe of Commons, that loud com
plaints were made on this fubjeCt in parliament by the citizens of London efpecially, 
whofe loffes were greater than thofe of the reft of the kingdom by thofe miftaken 
meafures. 

Yet fuch branches of our commerce as did not immediately interfere with that of 
Spain were greatly favoured in this reign, in which the Ruffian merchants were incor
porated, and Sebaftian Cabot appointed their governor for life; and a Ruffian ambaf
fadar, who came over hither, was treated with great diftinaion both by the King and 
Queen; which procured us fuitable returns, by the granting extraordinary privileges to 
fuch merchants and fubjeCts of England as traded in any part of that extenfive empire. 
The trade to Guinea, likewife, met with fame countenance from the Court, by which 
means the fhipping engaged therein was increafed, and many more traders drawn to be 
concerned therein; fo that as great a fpirit in this refpea appeared as could well be ex
peered; . while the trading corporations throughout the kingdom were expofed to great 
inconveniences, by taking their fhips for the public fervice; for fo, at that time, 
afiifting King Philip was called, though it was evidently againft the intereft of the na
tion; and it was our want of fuccefs in that war which faved the balance of Europe, 
which muft have been totally loft, if he had compaffed his defign, and ruined the power 
of France; fo that in fact, our naval force was employed againft itfelf, of which the 
Queen's minifters were fenfible; but as for the Queen herfelf, fhe was governed by an 
odd principle, which was that of making the beft wife in the world to one of the 
worft of huibands: but, very luckily for the nation, lhe was fo fenfible of the misfor
tunes that attended this injudicious war, and particulary of the lofs of Calais, that it 
broke her heart, and there?y mad~ way for that .gr.eat and glorious reign which re
flored the face of our affaIrs, reVIved our langmlhmg commerce, re-eftablilhed our 
Daval power, and, by the happy iJIue of a long and bloody, but necefiary and prof
perous, war aga~nft Spain, fecured our own liberties and preferved thofe of Europe. 

9· Queen ElIzabeth fucceeded to the crown by the death of her fifter, in the 
month of November 1558; and, from the very beginning of her reign, made the naval 
power of this nation her peculiar care. She began with putting the fmall remains of 
the navy into th,e beft condition poffible; provided a ~afe harbour in the river Medway 
fQr thelr receptIOn, and ereered a new caftle for theIr proteerion. She likewife took 
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tare to have a fmall fquadron at fea as foon as pollible; and knowing that by ahafl:y 
breach with Spain {he might, and indeed mufl::, expofe her naval fl::rength to the danger 
of being cru{hed by a fuperior force, {he very wifely chafe to diifemble her refentments 
againfl: that Crown, and to proyide for the increafe of the feamen and {hipping of her 
kingdom, before {he difcoyered thofe refolutions which {he carried afterwards into exe
cution with fo much honour to her[elf, and fo much advantage to her people. I the 
rather take notice of this, becaufe it is the only fl:roke of the Queen's policy which has 
efcaped our hifl::orians, who either overlooked or mifunderfl:ood it; and therefore, as it 
very nearly concerns my fubjeB:, I {hall fet it in a full and clear light. 

At the beginning of her reign the Queen had feveral enemies to deal with; fome 
who declared openly againfl: her, and othprs who fecretly fought her ruin. Among 
the former were the French, to whom at that time Scotland, in virtue of a marriage 
between Queen Mary and the French King, in fame meafure belonged. At the head 
of the latter was King Philip of Spain, one of the greatefl:: politicians that ever fat upon 
a throne, who knew the value of England, had in fome meafure poifeifed it, an~, 
which was not at all wonderful, had no mind to lofe it. His firfl: projeB: for keeping 
it was, by marrying Elizabeth, as he had done her fifl::er, in which finding himfelf de
ceived, his next projeB: 'Was to conquer it, from which he never departed. The 
Queen, when {he rejected the firfl::, forefaw the lafl::, and refolved to provide 
againfl: it, which {he knew could no other way be done but by obtaining a great 
naval force. 

To arrive at this, {he firfl: of all contrived to amufe Spain by carrying on the war 
with France, in which {he did the fame thing her fifl::er did; and yet the one was the 
worfl::, the other the wifefl:: meafure that ever was taken. Queen Mary really meant to 
ruin and difl:refs the French, and was above all things defirous of recovering Calais; 
and this from a mifl::aken zeal for the interefl:: of the nation. Oueen Elizabeth made 
an artificial war againfl:: France to increafe her own naval fl::rength, by encouraging her 
fubjects to take prizes, and that {he might have an opportunity of tecuring Scotland; 
but, though excellively provoked, {he never thought of hurting France, and when of
fered Calais, {he refufed it; and all this, becaufe {he knew the true interefl: of the 
nation. She knew that while [he continued to aB: againfl:: the French, {he {hould have 
the Spaniards for feeming friends; that this war was not againfl:: the humour of her 
people, or againfl:: jufl:ice; that it would raife a vaft number of feamen, bccaufe every 
port in England fitted out privateers; and thafit would raife the reputation of her naval 
power, by reducing Scotland: for all which ends, as {he wifely provided, fo {he met 
in them all the fuccefs {he could defire. She knew, however, that France was not 
her natural enemy; that from the difputes about religion, which ran high in that king
dom, {he was in no danger from its power; and that whenever {he came to declare 
againfl Spain, {he {hould fiand in need of its ailifl::ance: for which reafon {he made a 
very harmlef..<; war, and gave fuch broad intimations of her being willing to compofe 
all differences, as in due time produced a peace. She likewife knew that the poifeflion 
of Calais was a mere popular advantage; that, in reality, it was attended with an ex
pence which could not well be afforded; that if {he was poifeifed of it, it would be a 
continual bone of contention with France; and that, how much foever it might be 
afterwards her interefl: to part with it, it would be an unpopular, and therefore an im
proper, and an imprudent thing to give it up. This that great Princefs knew, and 
therefore {he wifely refufed it; but upon making a peace, {he referved her rights to it, 
and procured fuch concellions from the French, as proved a continual check upon 
them, and were oftentimes of more ufe than the fortrefs itfelf. 

In 
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In the mean time {he continued her care of the navy, and negleCl:ed nothing that 
might keep up and promote a maritime fpirit among her people; {he foug~t out and 
diftinguifhed the fea-officers that had, ferved under her fatner; {he was contmually fit
ting out, on one .preten~e or other, httle fquadror:s, at a f~all e~p.ence; !he g.ave the 
command of them to different officers, that {he nught eXCIte a fpmt of emulatIOn, but 
what principally conduced to aggran~iz,e her po:ver was the pleafure !he !he~ed, when
ever any occafion offered, of rewardmg her fubJeCl:s, wh~ undertook, at theIr own ex
pence, fuch expeditions as contributed to extend. th~Ir commerce, and open new 
branches of trade. We have a {hong inftance of tl1lS, m the countenance !he !hewed 
to Captain John Hawkins, who between the years 1562 and 1568 made three voya~es 
into the Weft Indies, and in all but the lafr had very great fuccefs, though he ,earned 
on his trade partly by force. She promoted the trade to Ruilia, and thrOl;gh ~hat em
pire to Perfia and the Indies, to the utmofi of her power, and managed It WIth fuch 
prudence and dexterity, that the reputation of her government was very high, in that 
and in other countries, in which the refi of the kingdoms and the fiates of Europe were 
hardly known. The trade to Guinea was likewife fo much her care, that, finding the 
Portuguefe gave her fubjeus much difiurbance, !he enquired into the caufes of thofe 
difputes, and took care to remedy them by a treaty with that crown. 

All this time her differences with Spain fubfified, and though there was no open war 
between the two crowns, yet there could fcarce be faid to be either friend!hip or peace 
between their fubjeCl:s; and the Queen, perhaps, was not very folicitous that there 
Ihould; for having now attained what !he aimed at, a very conflderable naval force, 
and being willing to let the Spaniards fee, that though !he declined a war, !he had no 
reafon to be afraid of it, {he took advantage of the King of Spain's marriage with 
Anne of Aufiria, his niece, to give fuch an infiance of her generofity and power, as 
did great honour to her adminifiration; for ihe caufed that princefs to be conduued to 
Spain by an Engli{h navy; this was a plain demonfiration that her fparingnefs, upon 
other occafions, was not the effe8:s of any nearnefs of temper; but that, by a confiant 
frugality, ihe might have it always in her power to be royally magnificent upon proper 
occafions. 

But this extraordinary mark of civility was far enough from meeting a proper re
turn, an~ t!1e Spania~'ds ;vent on in difturbing the trade, and difireiling the navigation 
of her iubJects; which muuced the Queen to fuffer her fubjet1:s to ufe the befi mea
fures they could for redreiling themfelves; in which they were not wanting. In the 
year 1572, Captain Francis Drake made his famous expedition into the Wefi Indies 
with two {hips, one called the Dragon, of feventy-five !ons, the other the Swan, of 
twenty:-five ~ons, and on board them both he had no more than feventy-three men; and 
y.et, WIth thiS fo~ce, ~e v~ntured to ~eclare w~r'"again~ the King of Spain, for the inju
rIes he had receIved m hiS voyage WIth Captam Hawkms to the Weft Indies. In this 
voyage he performed wonderful. things; for, be~des takiD:g feveral large ihips, he fairly 
took the town of Nombre ~e DlOs. by fior;n, gamed an Immenfe treafure, and had a 
fi!Sh~ of .the South Seas; afte~ which he returned fafely to Plymouth, and made a fair 
dlftrI~utlOn ?f the profits of 11lS voyage among his owners. 

Thl~ glOrIOUS eve~t enc.ouraged others to follow his example; fo that, in a very 
{hort tlI?e, the ED:gh{h prIvateers made various voyages into all parts of America, and 
every httle port m England fwarmed with feamen, 'who were perfect mafiers of their 
profeffion; and pilots capable of navigating ihips to any part of the known world be~ 
came fo numerous, that there were daily new projeus fet on foot, which in the former 
age would have been thought impracticable; but in this were'carried into execution at 
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the charge of private perfons, without any expence to, or affiilance from, the crown, 
though they had all the countenance and encouragement they could defire: but 
amongil all thefe, there was none fo confiderable in itfelf, fo clear a proof of maritime 
{kill, and fo honourable, in every refpeCt, to the nation, as the next expedition of Cap
tain Francis Drake in 1577, in which he failed round the globe, as we have {hewn at 
large in the firil part of this work, and therefore need not repeat here. But one part, 
however, of that voyage fo immediately concerns the fubjeCt of this chapter, and re
lates to fo confiderable a difcovery, that, as we then prornifed, we fhall, as in its proper 
place, fpeak of and explain it more particularly here. 

10. Captain Drake failed from Plymouth, with five fmall ihips, the biggeil but 
of one hundred tons, on the 13th of December 1577, and it was the 5th of Sep
tember following before he entered the South Seas, where having performed feveral 
glorious aCtions, and gained prodigious riches, he proceeded to the moil northern of 
the Spaniih fettlements, with a view to difcover, if poffible, that paifage which had 
been fo much talked of from our Northern into the South Seas, by a ilrait like 
that of Magellan's to the north-weft. This was certainly a very wife and great under
taking, and a prodigious improvement upon the defign. of his voyage; for, as yet, no 
Engliihman had had the opportunity, and perhaps it never entered into any man's 
head, to fearch for fuch a paifage on this fide; though it is mofr likely, that by this 
method it may be fOUGd. Our author's endeavours, however, were ilrangely croifed 
by the unexpeCted feverity of the weather, of which the reverend Mr. Fran<;:is Fletcher, 
who was chaplain in this voyage, gives us a large account; and, as it relates to a 
fubjeCt of great importance, and contains a multitude of curious circumfrances, though 
not delivered in the moil poliihed ilile, we ihall give it the reader, for the fake of 
exaCtnefs, in his own words: 

" From Guatulco we departed the day following, viz. April the 16th, fetting our 
courfe direaIy into the fea, whereupon we failed five hundred leagues in longitude to 
get a wind, and between that and June the 3d, one thoufand four hundred leagues in 
all, till we came in forty-two degrees of north latitude, wherein the night following we 
found fuch an alteration of heat into extreme and nipping cold, that our men, in gene
ral, did grievoufly complain thereof, fome of them feeling their healths much impaired 
thereby; neither was it that this chanced in the night alone, but the day following 
carried with it not only the marks, but the frings and force of the night going before, 
to the great admiration of us all; for befides that the pinching and biting air was no
thing altered, the very ropes of our ihip were friff, and the rain which fell was an un
natural and frozen fubfrance ; fo that we feemed rather to be in the frozen zone, than 
any way fa near unto the fun, or thefe hotter climates. 

" Neither did this happen for the time only, or by fome fudden accident, but rather 
feemed, indeed, to proceed from fome ordinary caufe, againil the which the heat of 
the fun prevails not; for it came to that extremity in failing but two degrees farther to 
the northward in our courfe, that though the feamen lacked not good ilomachs, yet it 
feemed a quefrion to many amongil us, whether their hands ihould feed their mouths; 
or rather keep themfelves within coverts, from the pinching cold that did benumb 
them? N either could we impute it to the tendernefs of our bodies, though we came 
lately from the extremity of heat, by reafon whereof we might be more fenflble of 
the prefent cold, infomuch that the dead and fenfelefs creatures were as well affeCted 
with it as ourfelves. Our meat, as foon as it was removed from the fire, would 
prefently, in a manner, become frozen up; and our ropes and tackling, in a few 
days, were grown to that iliffnefs, that what three men before were able with them 
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to perform, now fix men, with their beft ftrength and. utmoft endeav~urs, were 
hardly able to accomplifu; whereby a fudden and .great dIfcouralS~ment felzed u~on 
the minds of our men, and they were poffeffed wIth a great mI1hke, and doubtmg 
of any good to be done that way; yet would not our general be difcouraged, but 
as well by comfortable fpeeches of. the divine provide~c~, and of God's loving care 
over his children out of the Scnptures, as alfo by glVlng other good and profitable 
perfuafions addin~ thereto his own chearful example, he fo ftirred them up to put 
on a good ~ourage, and to acquit themfelves like men, to e~dure fome iliort extremity; 
to have the fpeedier comfort, and a little trouble to obtam the greater glory; that 
every man was thoroughly armed with willingnefs, and refolved to fee the uttermoft, 
if it were poffible, of what good was to be done that way. 

" The land in that part of America bearing farther out into the weft than we before 
imagined, we were nearer on it than we were avo/are, and yet the nearer fEll we carne 
unto it, the more extremity of cold did feize upon us. The 5th day of June we were 
forced by contrary winds to run in \vith the fuare, which we then firft defcried, and 
to caft anchor in a bad bay, the beft road we could for the prefent meet with, where 
we were not without fome danger, by reafon of the many extreme gufl:s and flaws that 
beat upon us; which if they ceafed and were fl:ill at any time, immediately upon their 
intermiffion there followed moft vile, thick, and fl:inking fogs, againfl: which the fea 
prevailed nothing, till the gufts of wind again removed them, which brought with them 
fuch extremity and violence when they came, that there was no dealing or refifl:ing 
againfl: them. In this place was no abiding for us, and to go further north the ex
tremity of the cold (which had now utterly difcouraged all our men) would not permit 
us, and the winds being direCtly againft us, baving once gotten us under fail -again, 
commanded us to the fouthward, whether we would or no; from the height of forty
eight degrees, in which now we were, to thirty-eight degrees, we found the land by 
coafting it to be but low, and reafonably plain; every hill (whereof we faw many, but 
none very high) though it were in June, and the fun in the nearefl: approach unto 
them, being covered with fnow. 

" In thirty-eight degrees thirty minutes, we fell in with a convenient and fit har
bour, and June the 17th came to an anchor therein, where we continued to the 23d of 
July following; during all which time, notwithfl:anding it was in the height of fummer, 
and fo near the fun, yet we were continually vifited with like nipping colds as we had 
felt before; infomuch, that if violent exercifes of our bodies, and bufy employment 
about our necetTary labours, had not fometimes compelled us to the contrary, we could 
very well have been contented to have kept about us, fl:ill, our winter clothes; yea, 
(had our neceffity fuff"ered us) to have kept our beds; neither could we at any time 
in the whole fourteen days together, find the air fo clear as to be able to take th~ 
height of fun or frar. ~ 

" And here, having fo fit occafion (notwithfl:anding it may feem to be befides the 
pu~po~e of writing the hifl:ory ~f this our voyage) we will a little more diligently in-
9Ulre fito the c~~~es of the. co~tmuance of the extreme cold in thefe parts; as alfo 
~nto the probabIlitIes or unhkehhoods of a paffage to be found that way. Neither :was 
It (as hath formerly been touched) the tendernefs of our bodies coming fo lately out 
of the heat, whereby the pores were opened, that made us fo fenfible of the colds we 
here felt. In thi~ refpeB:, as in many others, we found our God a provident f\:lther 
and careful phyficlan to us; we lacked no outward helps nor inward <:omforts to re
fiore. and fortify nature, had it ~een decayed or weakened in us; neither was there 
wantmg unto us the great expenence of our general, who had often himfelf proved the 
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force of the burning zone, whofe advice always prevailed much to the preferving of a 
moderate temper in our conftitutions; fa that even after our departure from the heat, 
we always found our bodies not as fponges, but ftrong and hard, more able to bear 
out cold, though we came out of excefs of heat, than a number of chamber-compa
nions could have been, who lie on their feather-beds till they go to fea, or rather, 
whofe teeth in a temperate air do beat in their heads at a cup of cold fack and fugar 
by the fire. 

" And that it was not our tendernefs, but the very extremity of the cold itfelf, that 
caufed this fenfiblenefs in us, may the rather appear in that the natural inhabitants 
of the place (with whom we had for a long feafon familiar intercourfe, as is to be 
related) who had never been acquainted with fuch heat, to whom the country air 
and climate was proper, and in whom cuftom of cold was as it were a fecond nature. 
yet ufed to come fhivering to us in their warm furs, crouding clofe together, body 
to body, to receive heat one of another, and fheltering themfelves under a lee bank 
if it were pollible; and as often as they could, labouring to fhroud themfelves under 
our garments to keep them warm: befides, how unhandfome and deformed appeared 
the face of the earth itfelf, fhewing trees without leaves, and the ground without 
greennefs in thofe months of June and July? the poor birds and fowls not daring 
(as we had great experience to obferve it) fa much as once to rife from their nefrs 
after the firft egg laid, till it, with all the reft, be hatched and brought to fome 
ftrength of nature able to help itfelf. Only this recompence has nature afforded 
them, that the heat of their own bodies being exceeding great, it perfeCteth the 
creature with great expedition, and in fhorter time than is to be found in any other 
places. As for the caufes of this; extremity, they feem not to be fo deeply hidden, but 
that they may, at leaft in part, be gueffed at; the chiefefr of which we conceive to be 
the large fpreading of the Afiall and American continents, which (fomewhat northward 
of thefe parts) if they be not fully joined, yet feem they to come very near one to the 
other; from whofe high and fnow-covered mountains the north and north-weft winds 
(the conftant vifitants of thefe coafrs) fend abroad their frozen nymphs to the infeCting 
of the whole air with this infufferable fharpnefs; not permitting the fun, no not in the 
pride of his heat, to diffolve that congealed matter and fnow which they have breathed 
out fo nigh the fun, and fa many degrees difl:ant from themfelves. And that the north 
and north-weft winds are here conftant in June and July, as the north wind is alone in 
Auguft and September, we not only found it by our own experience, but were fully 
confirmed in the opinion thereof by continual obfervations of the Spaniards. 

" Hence comes the fqualidnefs and barrennefs of the country; hence comes it, that 
in the midft of their fummer the fnow hardly departeth even from their doors, but 
is never taken away from their hills at all; hence come thofe thick mifts and mofr 
ftinking fogs, which increafe fo much the more by how much higher the pole is raifed, 
wherein a blind pilot is as good as the beft direCtor of a courfe; for the fun fl:riving 
to perform his natural office in elevating the vapours out of thefe inferior bodies, 
draws neceiIarily abundance of moifl:ure out of the fea; but the nipping cold (from 
the former caufes) meeting and oppofing the fun's endeavours, force him to give 
over his work imperfeCt, and, infread of higher elevation, to leave, in the iow('ft 
regions wandering upon the face of the earth and waters, as it were a fecond [ea, 
through which its own beams cannot pollible pierce, unlefs fometimcs when the fu-':dl'll 
violence of the winds doth help to fcatter and break through it, which thing hap
peneth very feldom, and when it happeneth is of no continuance. Some of our 
mariners in this voyage had formerly been at '\Vardhoufc, in feventy-two degrees of 
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north latitude, who yet affirmed that they felt no ~uch nipp~ng coJd there in the end of 
[ummer, when they departed thence, as they dId n~w m thefe h~tteft montl~s of 
June and July. And alfo from thefe reafons ~e .conJeEt~re, that ~lther there IS n? 
paffage at all through thofe northern eoafts (whIch IS moft lIkely) or, If there be, yet It 
is unnavigable. Add hereunto, that though we fearched the coa£l diligently, ev~n U?
to the forty-eighth degree, yet found we not the land to trend fa much as one pomt, m 
any place, toward~ the ea£l, but rathe:: running .on continually north-we£l, a.s if it went 
direaIy to meet WIth Afia; and even m that heIght, when we had a frank wmd to h~ve 
carried us through, had there been a paffage, yet we had a fmooth and calm fea, ':Ith 
ordinary flowing and reflowing, which could not have been, had there been an opemng, 
of which we rather infallibly concluded, tha~ ~onjeEtured th~t there ~as r:one." 

This :!hews us clearly Mr. Fletchet s opmI~n: and he gIves US lI.kewlfe. a very large 
and full, to fay the truth, a very tedious and tnflmg, account of ~heIr landI?g and £lay 
here; of their being taken for gods by the natives, .and of th~Ir attemptmg to offer 
facrifices to them, with which I fuppofe, the reader wIll eafily dlfpenfe; but after this 
he comes to the point, and tells us that thefe people behaved extremely well during 
their flay; and that their king, in teflimony of his refpeEt for, and fubmiffion 
to Captain Drake, prefented him with the enfigns of his regal dignity; which he 
received as a refignation of his kingdom to the Queen hiS' mi£lrefs, in whofe name, 
and on "'hofe behalf, he took poffeffion of it, and fet up a wOQden crofs, with a brafs 
plate and a proper infcription in te£limony thereof. This country he called New Albion, 
and this for two reafons; the firfl was, becaufe of its white cliffs; the other, that it 
might have fame affinity, as Mr. Fletcher expreffes it, in name with our own country, 
which was fame time fa called. 

He afterwards acknowledges, that upon taking a view of the inland parts, they found 
them very rich and fertile, contrary to their expeCtations; but as to the people, he al
lows, that both on the coaft and within land, their behaviour was perfeaIy uniform, 
and they had no reafon to complain of them, but rather to commend and applaud 
them. It is very true that Mr. Fletcher's account of Sir Francis Drake's voyage is 
by much the largeft, but I am far from e£leeming it the beft: I inferted f() long a 
paffage from it, that the reader might be able to judge of his performance as well 
as my fentiments. He has given us a very extraordinary defcription of the exceffive 
cold they met with both at fea and on :!hare, and difcourfes on it more largely, 
to :!hew his capacity and judgment; yet I do not find that experience has at all con
firmed this, as the reader will perceive by turning to t.he o.theT voyages of Candiili, 
and thofe who followed him, and who went to Cahforma as well as Sir Francis 
Drake. 

I mention this the rather, becaufe Candi:!h was there fa foon after Sir Francis 
Drake; for I find by the original account of his expedition, that he was there in No
~ember 1587, but do -not find tha~ he faid one word of its being cold; and though 
It. may be. obje~ed, that he was Ill. th~ ~outhern part of California only, yet the 
dIfference IS fa mconfiderable, that It IS Impoffible to reconcile the two accounts 
fuppofing ~hel:n ?oth to b~ exaCt.. Again,. in Sir Francis Drake's voyage, printed 
by Hacklmt, It IS only faId, that ill the latItude of forty-two degrees, the men were 
extremely pinched with cold; and finding it increafe as they failed farther north it 
was refolved to alter their courfe, and fiand in for the land more to the fouth . wh~re 
they found .a good bay, an~ a very gentle, friendly, and honen people; yet the ;ruth of 
the matte.r IS, that the SpanIards had, thirty feven years before, failed along this coaft 
to the heIghth of forty-four degrees, as far as Cape Mendocino; and they afterwards 
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difcovered Cape Blanco beyond that, which is a plain proof that the cold is not fo in
tolerable as Mr. Fletcher would make it. But the real defign of all his remarks is, to 
difcourage all hopes of finding a paifage this way into the North Seas, which however 
was not Sir Francis Drake's opinion, if we may credit what other writers have told us; 
and indeed fo many abfurdities have been difcovered in Mr. Fletcher's defcription of 
New Albion, that Father Charlevoix makes no fcruple of calling it a fabulous country, 
and from hence takes occafion to make fome refleCtions upon Sir Francis Drake, which 
that gentleman did not at all deferve. 

But to {hew the reader the true defign of dwelling fa long upon this fubjeCt I 
mufr obferve that his account difcredits Drake's difcovery extremely, which not only 
turns to the prejudice of that great man's charaCter, but may likewife prove difad
vantageous to this nation, by giving them a very mean opinion of what ought to be 
confidered as a very noble acquifition. The difcovery, as I conceive, confifred chiefly 
in his marching up into the country, which before that time it is probable, the Spani
ards had never done; and with refpeCt to our title to this country, I conceive it to 
arife from the good-will and voluntary fubmiffion of the people, faCts' as well proved 
as in the nature of things we can expeCt, and which certainly give us as good (if not a 
better) claim to New Albion, as the Spaniards can {hew for any part of their poifeffions. 

The country too, if we might depend upon what Sir Francis Drake or his chap
lain fays, may appear worth the feeking and the keeping, fince they aftert that the land 
is fa rich in gold and filver, that upon the ilightefr turning it up with a fpade or 
pick-ax, thofe rich metals plainly appear mixed with the mould. It may be ob
jeCted that this looks a little fabulous; but to this two fatisfaCtory anfwers may be 
given; the firfr is, that later difcoveries on the fame coafr confirm the truth of it, 
which, for any >thing I can fee, ought to put the faCt out of quefrion; but if any 
doubts {hould remain,. my fecond anfwer will overturn thefe. For I fay next, that 
the country of New Mexico lies direCtly behind New Albion, on the other fide of a 
narrow bay, and in that country are the mines of Santo Fe, which are allowed to be the 
richefr filver rnines in North America: here then is a very valuable country, to which 
we have a very fair title. 

But perhaps it may be aiked, how {hall we come at it, fince, as things frand at 
prefent, it feems to be the country in the world mofr out of our reach? But if 
it had been fo, I would not have given myfelf or the reader fa much trouble about it ; 
and therefore I am next to tell him, that if Mr. Arthur Dobbs's expedition for difco
vering a north-wefr paffage fucceeds, New Albion will be a country very much within 
our reach, and I dare fay, prove to the full as habitable as the coafr of Hudfon's Bay; 
and therefore I hope that this example will fully {hew the ufe and value of good col
leCtions of voyages, becaufe it is impoffible to forefee all the advantages that may 
arife from any difcovery or fettlement at once, nor is it eafy to pronounce, that any 
difcovery, how unpromifing foever in its firfr appearance, is abfolutely ufelefs, and 
not worth minding. 

This is a caution of a very ferious nature, fince there is nothing eafier than for men 
of quick wits and tulerable learning in other refpeCts, to ridicule voyages to cold, 
barren, defart countries, and to reprefent that as folly and madneJs, which is in 
truth a mofr noble kind of public fpirit, which if pu{hed frill farther than it has 
ever been would be attended with confequences of frill greater advantage to mankind, 
than thofe that have flowed from it already; and yet thefe have been very beneficial 
to this and other nations, as any judicious man will very eafily and clearly dif. 
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cern by comparing the ftate of thofe nations, before they addiCted themfelves to 
com~lerce and fince they have reaped the profits of it. 

I I. W ~ have already iliewn the right this nation has to Newfoundland; .which 
is an ifland of a triangular figure, about the fize of Ireland; and accordmg to 
the beft computation that can be made, about eight or nine hundred leagues in cir
cumference: on the north it is feparated from the continent by the narrow ftreights of 
Bellifle· on the weft it has the Bay of St. Laurence; on the fouth Cape Breton and 
the ban'ks; and on the eaft it has the ocean. It lies about fix hundred leagues from 
the Land's-end in England, and the great bank is generally looked upon as half way 
to Virginia. There is no country in the world better furniilied with harbours, and it 
is abundantly fupplied with freili water. The climate is very hot in [ummer, and very 
cold in winter, fa that the fnow lies upon the ground for four or five months at leaft. 
This is the beft account that we are able to give with certainty about it; for if we 
read the different relations written of this country, by perfons who ought to have been 
beft acquainted with it, we {hall find them fo oppofite and contradictory, that it will 
be very hard to judge from them, whether it be one of the beft or worft countries 
in the world. 

But by confidering the views with which thefe feveral accounts were written, and 
adverting to the fituation of this country, between forty-feven and fifty-two degrees 
of northern latitude, we may be eafily perfuaded that it is no paradife; and yet it 
is more to the fouth than our own ifland; but lying off a continent very little better 
than frozen, the winds which blow over muft bring along with them weather very 
different from ours. It is however, very certain, that filberds, ftrawberries, fome 
kinds of cherries, and other fuch-like fruits grow here; and though corn and 
hay fucceed but indifferently, yet there is great plenty of venifon, wild-fowl and 
fiili; fo that with dry food in plenty from Europe, people may live here very com
fortably even in winter, fince the country produces fuel of feveral kinds in abundance. 

The great advantage, however refulting from our poifeffion of the place never de
pended much upon its produce; fo far from it that one of the beft writers upon 
the trade of this nation gave his opinion clearly, that it was more for our intereft 
there iliould be no fettlements upon it at all; which, in my judgment, he has 
by unanfwerable arguments made good; but the value of Newfoundland to this 
crown and country refults from the fiiliery upon its coafts, and upon the banks 
near it, which has been and ftill is, of ineftimable benefit, for reafons that iliall 
be prefently given. It is very certain, that we did not profecute our difcoveries in 
and about this i!land, or attend to the advantages that might be made from the 
fiiliery, in many years after Cabot had taken poifeffion of it; but I do not how
ever believe, that we ever left or deferted it, as fame writers would have us believe, 
and that we did not claim it again till the reign of Queen Elizabeth. I am, on the 
contrary, perfuaded, that fame of our fiiliing veifels reforted yearly to this coaft, though 
perhaps not many; and this for t,,;o reafons; firft, becaufe the unfettled ftate of our 
affairs kept the beft part of our feamen one way or'other in the public fervice; and 
next, becaufe we had a great fiiliery, at that time, on the coaft of Iceland . 

. But that we really kept poffeffion of the Newfoundland fiiliery all that time, may, I 
thmk, be undeniably proved by two arguments likewife: the one taken from the aCt 
of parliament before-mentioned, in the fecond year of the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
which would have been needlefs, if this fiiliery had not fubfi!ted; and the other from 
the account given us of the ftate of this fiiliery in 1578, by Mr. Parkhurft, whic~ 
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IS very curious, and yet little taken notice of. He tells us, that in this year there were 
about fifty fail of Englifh fhips employed upon that coaft; but he tells us likewife, that 
there were one hundred fail of Spaniards, betides twenty or thirty fail of Bifcayneers, 
fifty of Portuguefe, and one hundred and fifty French. He adds another circumftance, 
which is ftill more to our purpofe; and it is this, that wherever the Englifh fifhed, 
they were reputed lords of the harbour, and exercifed an authority over other 
nations, by making ufe of their boats when they had occation for them; which 
makes it plain to me, that we conftantly kept up our title, for otherwife it is im
poffible to give any reafon why we fhould have exercifed this dominion where we 
Were fo far from being the moft powerfuL An immemorial cuftom was foun
dation enough for fuch a practice, and nothing but this could be efteemed fo. 

He tells us alfo, that our own fhips were the ftrongeft, largeft, and beft equipped; 
and that by this means, we proteaed our own trade and the trade of other nations, 
which is a confirmation of what I have obferved; he fays, that next to ours the Spani
ards were the beft equipped, and he computes the tonnage of thefe veifels at about fix 
thoufand, and the French at about feven thoufand ton; but the Portuguefe, he fays., 
were the worft equipped of all. As for the Bifcayneers they were chiefly employed in 
whale-fifhing, and in making train-oil. The great confequence of this trade to our 
nation arofe from hence; that in the firft place, it raifed a vafl: number of feamen, 
and thofe the beft and ableft that were any where bred, fo that, even at this time, there 
could not be fewer than two thoufand employed therein. Next, it gave bread to a vaft 
number of manufacturers and mechanics, fuch as fhip and boat builders, &c. Thirdly, 
it produced a great deal of money from the fale of the fifh. Fourthly, almoft all the 
'provitions confumed in Newfoundland, fuch as bread, beef, pork, butter, cheefe, 
.linen, and woollen cloths, nets, hooks, and lines, were all furnilhed from England; 
to which we may add, that thefe veffels being fitted out in March and returning in Sep
tember, they not only brought home a number of people full of money, which they 
fpent in England, but they alfo left us a certain proportion of ftout able feamen, frefh 
men going out in- their room, and becoming in a voyage or two as good mariners 
as themfelves. 

Thus it clearly appears, how this bleak, barren, and inhofpitable country came to be 
of fuch confequence; which was very foon difcerned by the wife miniftry of Queen 
Elizabeth, towards the clofe of whofe reign it grew to fuch a height that we employed 
yearly two hundred fail and upwards of fifhing veifels, and on board them upwards 
of eight thoufand feamen, a clear proof of the improvements that were then made in 
the fpace of twenty years; and which confirms, beyond queflion, what I remarked at 
the clofe of the preceding paragraph, that all difcoveries are of ufe, and every branch 
of navigation worth looking after, and keeping. If the reader confults other ac
counts of Newfoundland, within this period of time, he will fee that I have not been 
much affifted by them, but that I have fet the fubject in a new.light, from fa as of 
which they have taken little or no notice. 

But I come now to fpeak of thofe that are more generally known, and of the famous 
patent of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, which is one of the firft of them. This gentleman 
was a native of Devonfhire, had a good fortune, was well allied, had a competent know
ledge both of military and maritime affairs, and a generous detire to raife his private 
fortune by the purfuit of the public fervice. It was with this view that he reprefented 
to Queen Elizabeth the expediency of fettling all thofe countries upon the continent of 
America, which had been formerly difcovered by John and Sebaftian Cabot, becaufe, 
otherwife, it was not at all unlikely that the French, who had often reviewed thefe 
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places, would be defirous of fupplanting the EngIifh, . and becau~e it w~s very far from 
being improbable that thofe countries abounded WIth very rIch nun~rals. .upon 
thefe fuggefrions very full letters patent were grant~d by the Queen to SIr H. GIlbert, 
his heirs and affigns, with free leave, not only to difcover, but to plant and fettl~, and 
even to fortify and build eames, in any of thefe northern countries, .not then ~n the 
poffeffion of any Chrifrian Prince, with authority to govern fuch colomes, a~cordmg to 
the known laws of the land, with feveral other claufes equa!ly well contrIved for fe-
curing this grant from becoming any way injurious to the publIc.. .. 

After obtaining this favour from the Queen', our ,worthy kmght appb~d hlIJ~
felf to his relations and friends, in order to frame a fOClety capable of carrymg thIS 
defign into execution; and he met with fuch fuccefs therein, that he thought himfelf. 
very foon in a condition to undertake a voyage for this purpofe; yet when it came 
to the point, things fell out very crofsly; for fome of his affociates began to for?1 pa,r
ticular projects inconfifrent with his general fcheme, and others abfolutely faIled m 
performing their engagements; which however did not hinder this gallant gentleman 
from putting to fea, with fuch of his friends as had fruck clofe to their promifes; 
but the voyage proved very unfortunate, and was attended with the 10fs of one of his 
befr :/hips, in which was Mr. Miles Morgan, whom he much eileemed, and feveral 
other perfons of worth and figure. This was a fevere blow, which he was the lefs 
able to fufrain, as having already fuffered extremely in his fortune, by the money 
he had been obliged to advance to fupply other men's deficiencies; and therefore he 
was conihained to affign part of his patent to other perfons, who were to make fet. 
tlements in the northern parts of America about the river of Canada; but thefe people 
proving likewife very dilatory, he found himfelf obliged to think of another ex
pedition, in perfon; becaufe his patent was to expire, if within the fpace of fix years 
he had not actually gained poffeffions under it. 

In the fpring of the year 1583 he had again brought this defign into fome order, 
and to furnifh the neceffary expences thereof he was obliged to fell his efrate, though 
he had great ailifrance from his friends; and feveral gentlemen of rank and fortune 
ag~eed to go with him in perf on ; with this view a fmall fquadron was fitted out, con
fifrmg of the following veffels, viz. the Delight (or George), of one hundred and 
t:v:nty tons" admiral, in which went Sir Humphrey himfelf as general, William 
Wmter captam and part owner, and Ricard Clark, mafrer; the bark Raleigh, fitted 
out by Mr. Walter Raleigh, of two hundred tons, vice-admiral, Mr. Butler captain, 
and Robert Davis of Brifrol, mafrer; the Golden Hind, of forty tons, rear-admiral, 
capt, Edward Hayes, commander and owner, and William Cox of Limehoufe, mafrer; 
the Swallow of forty tons, Maurice Brown, captain; the Squirrel of ten tons, Wil
liam Andrews, captain, and one Cade, mailer. In all thefe veffels were fhipped about 
two hundred and fixty men, among whom were many fhipwrights, mafons, carpenters, 
fmiths, miner8, and refiners. The refolution of the proprietors was, that the fleet 
fhould begin its courfe northerly, and follow as direaIy as they could the trade-way 
to Newfoundland, from whence, after having refrefhed and fupplied themfelves with 
all neceffari~s, t?eir intent was to proc::eed into the fouth, and not to pafs by any river 
or ba~, w~Ich, m all that large tract of land, fhould appear worthy their looking into; 
they hkewlfe agreed upon the manner of their courfe and the orders to be obferved 
in ~~eir voyage, which were delivered to the captain; and mailers of every fhip in 
wntmg. 

,!,he JIth ?f June they fet fail from Caufet Bay, near Plymouth; but, on the 13th, 
. theIr large fhIP the RaleIgh, under pretence that her captain and a great number of 

her 



OF THE ENGLISH 1~ AillERIC.i. l~-
/ I 

her men were fuddenly taken ill of a contagious difeafe, left the fleet and returned to 
Plymouth; fame fay in great diftrefs, but others, that it was done with a defign to 
break the voyage. After her departure the Golden Hind fucceeded her in place as 
vice-admiral. The 30th of July they had the firft fight of land, as they computed it 
about fifty-one degrees, but with fuch foggy weather, that they could not poffibly per
ceive the land, nor take the fun's height: from thence they followed the coaft to the 
fauth, with clear weather, till they came to the ifland called Baccalaos; here they 
met with the Swallow, which had been feparated from them in the fog, but were 
furprized to fee her men in a different garb from what they had on when they, left 
them; upon inquiry they found they had met a N ewlander fifhing bark returning 
homewards, which they had rifled of tackle, fails, cables and provifions, and the men 
of their apparel. Continuing the fame courfe fouthward, they came the fame day, being 
the 3d of Auguft, to the harbour of St. John, where they found the Squirrel, which 
had likewife been feparated from them, riding at anchor at the mouth of the harbour, 
having been refufed entrance by the veifels which were fifhing within, to the num
ber of thirty-fix fail of all nations. Sir Humphrey was preparing to make good his 
paifage by force of arms; but having firft fent in his boat to inform the mafters of the 
tithing barks, that he had a commiilion from the Queen to take poifefiion of thefe 
lands for the crown of England, they were fatistied, and fubmitted to the levying a 
tax of provifions from each :fhip, for fupplying the wants of Sir Humphrey's fmall 
fquadron. Going into the harbour, the admiral's fhip was by the careleffilefs of the men 
run upon a rock, which lay vifible above water: but, by the affiftance of the fi:fher
men's boats, :fhe was got off again, with little or no damage. 

On the 4th Sir Humphrey, whom they called the general, and his company were 
conducted on fllore by the mafters of the Englilh filhing veifels, and their owners or 
merchants who were with them. On the 5th the general, having caufed a tent to be 
fet up view of all the fhips in the harbour, to the number of between thirty and forty 
fail, and being accompanied by all his captains, mafters, gentlemen, and foldiers, fUlll
moned all the merchants and mafters, both Engli!h and Foreigners, to be prefent at his 
taking a formal and folemn poifeffion of thefe territories. Being aifembled, he caufed 
his commiffion, under the great feal of England, to be openly read before them, and 
to be interpreted to thofe who were ftrangers to the Engli!h tongue. 

By virtue of this commiffion, he declared that he took poifefiion of the harbour of 
St. John, and two hundred leagues every way, invefted Her Majefty with the title and 
dignity thereof; and having had (according to cufrom) a rod, and turf of foil delivered 
to him, entered poifeffion alfo f9r himfelf, his heirs and affigns, for ever. He fignified to 
thofe who were prefent, and through them to all men, that from thenceforward they 
!hould look upon thofe territories as appertaining to the Queen of England, and himfelf, 
authorized under Her Majefl:y to poifefs and enjoy them, with power to ordain laws for 
the government thereof, agreeable (as near as conveniently could be) to the laws of Eng
land; under which, all people coming thither for the future, either to inhabit,or by way 
of traffic, lhould fubmit and be governed. Some writers have attributed all this folemnity, 
which, however, was attended with many other ceremonies, to a high degree of vanity 
in our Weft-country knight, and have ridiculed feverely his pretences to improve the 
trade of this kingdom and enlarge the Queen's dominions, by cutting a turf; in which, 
however, they injure this poor Gentleman's memory extremely, and !hew how little 
they are qualified to give their readers a true account of things of this nature. 

The plain reaion of Sir Humphrey's conduct throughout this affair was his concern 
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for his gra~t, which was perpetual to him and his heirs, in cafe he took poifeffion of' 
any countrIes within fix years, and otherwife it was void: there wer.e now but a few 
months to come. He had fold his eftate in England, and it concerned h.lm.very nearl~ to 
fecure an eftate fomewhere elfe; and therefore it was not from any pnnClple ~f vamty, 
but rather of prudence and good reconomy that he did this; as app~ars by hIS. grant
ing feveral parcels of land to perfons, who covenanted to .pay a certam rent to hIm and 
his heirs, and to maintain poifeilion by themfelves and then· af1!gns. 

There now remained only to gather in the tax of provIfio.ns granted by ev~ry 
fhip which fifhed upon the coaft adjoining; and while fome of th~ men were domg 
this, others were fet to repair and trim the {hips; and the remamder ~he general 
fent to inquire into the comrTlodities and fingularities of the country, whIch .were to 
be found by fea or land. They found no inhabitants in the fouth parts, whIch pro
bably the natives had abandoned, upon their being fo much frequented by E~rop~a.ns. 
In the north there were favages of a very harmlefs difpofition; among other mqumes, 
the general had, in a particular manner, recommended a fearch after metals. They 
had in their company a Saxon miner, who at firft brought a fort of ore to the general, 
\vhich had more the refemblance of iron than of any other metal. Soon after he found 
another fort of ore, which he delivered with a {hew of great f~tisfaaion to Sir Hum
phrey, and alfured him, upon the peril of his life, that if filver was what he and his 
companions fought, there it was, and they need feek no farther. We learn all thefe 
circumll:ances from Captain Edward Hayes, who feems, by his writing, to have been 
a very intelligent perfon; and therefore he inquired very ftrictly about this filver mine, 
which procured him fuch an anfwer from the general, as {hewed that he was abfo
lutely fatisfied on that head; and I mull: own I fee no reafon to doubt there being 
filver mines in this country, fince we know they are generally found in cold climates, 
and in a hungry barren foil; and, as to the northern fituation, we are certain tliat there 
are rich filver mines in New Mexico, a country not far to the fouthward of Newfound
land; and filver ore has been found in Scotland, feveral degrees farther to the north 
than it is fuppofed to have been found here. 

But though Sir Humphrey was very well fatisfied with the account his Saxon 
gave him, yet he thought himfelf obliged to proceed in his difcoveries fouthward; 
for which, while he was providing, fome of his men fell fick, fome deferted, fome 
died, and fome fell to plundering and piracy: in {hort, the number of his people 
was fo leifened, that he was conitrained to leave the Swallow behind him. The 
captain of his admiral going home, Captain Brown of the Swallow took the com
mand of the admiral, and the captain of the Squirrel deferting likewife the expe
dition, Sir Humphrey went on board that little veifel himfelf; as thinking her the 
fitteft for obferving and difcovering the coaft, becaufe fhe could run into every creek, 
which a larger Ihip could not do. All things being now ready, and plenty of pro
vifions of all forts being put on board, they failed on the 20th of Augull: from-the 
har~our of St. John, with three ihips, the Delight, the Golden Hind, and the 
SqUIrrel, and proper boats and pinmces for difcovery. Before their departure they 
made an exaCt obfervation of St. John's Harbour, and found it to be in the latitude of 
for~y-f~ven degrees forty minutes north. The next night they reached Cape Race, 
whIch IS twenty-five leagues diftant; and from thence failed about eighty-feven leagues 
towards Cape Breton. 

All this time they had the wind indifferently good, but never could get fight of 
the land, ~eing ?indered by the curren~s; at laft they unhappily fell into thofe flats 
and fhoals 111 whICh moft of them penfhed. On the 27th the general ordered his 
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men in the frigate to found, and found thirty-five fathom white fand, in the latitude 
of forty.four degrees. The wind coming fouth, the next e\'ening they bore in with 
the land, all the night weft: north-weft:, contrary to the adyice of Mr. Cox, maft:er of 
the Golden Hind. On the 29th the wind blew vehemently at Fauth and by eaft, with 
rain, and fo thick a mift:, that they could not fee a cable's length before them. Early 
in the morning they found themfelves in the midft of ihoals and fands, among which 
they found fometimes deep, fometimes ihoal water, every three or four ihip's length. 
After they began to found, a fignal \vas immediately given to the Delight to caft: 
about to the feaward, but it was too late; for ihe fl:ruck immediately, and her 
ftern and hind-quarters prefently beat to pieces. Upon which the Golden Hind and 
the frigate caft about eaft: fouth-eafl:, bearing to the fouth, which carried them to the 
feaward, and with much difficulty got clear of the ihoals. 

In the Delight periihed Captain Maurice BrO'.Nn, y\"ith near one hundred perfons; 
the captain might probably have faved his life, if he would have left the ihip when 
ihe firfl: ftruck, but he would not be the firft to fet an ill example. In the mean 
time fourteen perfons leaped into a fmall pinnace of a ton and a half burden, no 
bigger than a Thames barge. They looked out fome time for the captain, but not 
feeing him took in Mr. Clark, the mafl:er of the Delight, and one more; being 
now fixteen in number, they cut the rope and committed themfelves to the mercy 
of the waves, without any provifions, or a drop of freih water, and nothing to work 
with but one fingle oar. The boat feeming to be over-loaded, one Edward Headl)" 
thinking it was better for fome to periih than all, propofed to caft: lots, and that four 
of the number, upon whom the lot might fall, ihould be thrown over-board to 
lighten the boat: but he was over-rubl by Mr. Clark; who, though it was pro
pofed that he ihould be excepted from the number, perfuaded his comrades rather to 
fubmit to Providence. The boat was driven before the wind fix days and fix nights, 
during which time thefe poor wretches had no other fuilenance than their 0'.\11 urine, 
and fome weeds which fwam on the furface of the water; and in this extremity of 
cold, wet, hunger, and thirft, only Headly and one more perifhed the fifth day; 
but the other fourteen lived till they were driven the feventh day on {hare, on the 
coaft of Newfoundland; whence they got in a French {hip to France, and fo to 
England, before the year's end. During their feven days dangerous cOlu-fe they had 
the wind always at fouth, which faved their lives; and it is very remarkable, that 
in half an hour after they were, on ihore it came about and blew full north. 

After the 10fs of the admiral the men being generally difcouraged, and in want 
of neceffaries, Sir Humphrey Gilbert propofed returning to England, having, in his 
judgment, made difcoveries fufficient to procure affiftance enough for a new voyage 
in the fpring. His people, when he made this propofal, were at fidl a little backward, 
but, upon hearing his reafons, they fubmitted; and, according to his advice, on the 
lail of Augufi: they altered their cOUl-fe and returned back for England. On the 2d 
of September they paffed in fight of Cape Race, and had afterwards hequently very 
bad weather, with fuch high feas, that they in the Hind often expeCted to fee the 
Squirrel fwallowed up; notwithftanding which, Sir Humphrey would by no means 
be perfuaded to leave her. On the 9th, the 11:orms and fwelling of the feas increaf. 
ing, he was again preiled to leave the frigate, but his anfwer was, " we are as near 
to heaven by fea as by land." About midnight the Squirrel being a-head of the 
Golden Hind, her lights were at once extinguiihed, which thofe in the Hind feeing, 
cried out, "our general is loft!" and it was fuppofed ihe funk that in11:ant, for ihe 
was never more heard of. 

The 
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The Golden Hind arrived in fafety at Falmouth, on the 22d of September, more 
fortunate than her companions; not only as ihe returned, but as {he loft but one 
man during the whole courfe of this, unfortunate undertaking. ,Such was the end 
of this expedition, very difailrous t~ Its author; .who loil firil ?lS fo~tune, a~d then 
his life, by it; to which, if the fa~hes of fome dlilempered m:~ s untImely WIt could 
effeCt it, we might add his reputatiOn. alf~. Y et ~o dus expedItiOn I make no ~crupl.e 
of imputing all our fucceeding colomes 111 AmerIca; and the grounds of thIS OpI
nion of mine, which I muft confefs is new, I lay down thus: 

J 2. \iV e have before ihewn that Sir Humphrey Gilbert was a man of great in
tereil and alliances: for, befides his eldeil brother Sir John Gilbert, and his younger 
brother Sir Adrian Gilbert, who were of the whole blood, he was, by the mother's 
fide, brother alfo to Sir Walter Raleigh, who had a great concern in this under
taking; and who is on good grounds allowed to have been one of thofe true, 
brave, and fteady friends, who went to fea with him in his firil attempt, which there 
is juil reafon to believe was in 1579. This great man, after Sir Humphrey Gilbert's 
mifcarriage and lofs in his laft voyage, procured his patent to be renewed to him
felf, which was dated the 25th of March 1584, and he refolved immediately to carry 
it into execution; to which purpofe he made choice of two very able fea officers" 
Captain Philip Amadas, and Captain Arthur Burlow; who, in two fmall barks fit 
for difcovery, failed from the weft of England upon the 27th of April foHowing, 
ihaping their courfe for the Canaries, which they paired on the loth of June, and 
proceeding from thence to the iflands of America, they croifed the gulph of Mexico, 
and foon after difcovered the coaft of Florida. Some authors who have written of 
this expedition, and who are pleafed to fpeak in very high terms of Sir Walter 
Raleigh's frill in maritime affairs, venture neverthelefs to affirm, that the perfons 
he employed were fo ignorant of navigation, that, by the computation of able fea
men, they went above two thoufand leagues out of their way; but as I am very well 
fati~fied they purfued Sir Walter's inilruCtions, fo I cannot help thinking this imputa
tion of ignorance ought to be wiped away; and this may be very eafily done, by 
{hewing the true caufe why this great and knowing feaman direCted this courfe: he 
had obferved that all the attempts hitherto had failed, by the adventurers purfuing 
their difcoveries from the north, which was one reafon why he chofe another rout; 
befides which, he had a better and ftronger motive; for, confidering all the lands on 
the continent of America from the lail fettlements of the Spaniards to fixty degrees 
north, as lying within his grant, he very prudently chofe to fettle thofe firft, which 
lay neareil thofe Spani{h fettlements; and this was the clear and certain caufe of his 
directing his fervants to take this courfe; which was fo far from being a proof of their 
ignorance, that it is a full and fair teilimony of their mafter's extenfive knowledge. 

It was on the zd of July they fell in with the coaft of Florida, in {hoal water 
where they fmelled a moft delightful odour, as if they had been in the midft t)f ~ 
garden, abounding with the moil fragrant flowerg, by which they fuppofed they were 
near, though they faw no land. On the 4th they difcovered the continent, and failed 
along the coail [orty leagues, till they ~am~ o~ the 13th to a river, where they an
chored, and, gomg on {hore, took poifefhon 111 rIght of the Queen, and for the ufe of 
the proprietors. This place they afterwards found to be the ifland of W okoken, on 
the coail of the country fince called Virginia, in thirty-four degrees latitude' and in 
it th~y found de,er, rabbits, hares, f?wls, vines" c~d,ars, pines, faifafras, cyp:efs, and 
maillc trees. 1 he author of the hlftory of VIrgInIa fays, they anchored at the inlet 
of Roenocke, at prefent under the government of North Carolina. They went to 
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the tops of the hills which were nearefr the iliore, from whence, though they were 
not high, they difcovered the fea on all fides, and found it to be an Wand of twenty 
miles in length, and fix in breadth. It was the third day before they faw any of the 
natives; but then a little boat with three of them appeared: one of them going ailiore, 
they rowed up to him, and he not only waited their coming without any figns of fear, 
but went on board, where they gave him a iliirt and hat, with fame wine and meat, 
which he expreifed a liking to. After he had, with a feeming fatisfaCtion, narrowly 
viewed the barks with all that were in them, he went in his own boat to above a 
quarter of a mile's difrance, where he fiilied, and in half an hour loaded his boat with 
fiili, as deep as it could fwim, and came again to the point of land; where, to fuew his 
gratitude, he divided it into two parts; and, making figns that he defigned it for the 
two iliips equally, he departed. 

The natives from the continent, after this, repaired to their {hips frequently, and ex
changed feveral forts of fkins, white coral, and fame pearls, for fame tin things, and 
other baubles of inconfiderable value. The very next day after they faw the three 
Indians, feveral boats appeared in view; in one of which was the king of the coun
try's brother, attended by forty or fifty men of a tolerable good appearance. They 
made him, and four of his chiefs, prefents of feveral toys, which he accepted of very 
kindly; but he took all himfelf, and gave them to underfrand that none there had a 
right to any thing but himfelf; two days afterwards they let him fee their merchan
dize, of which nothing feemed to pleafe him more than a pewter difh, for which 
he gave twenty deer fkins; and, making a hole in the rim of it, hung it over his 
neck for a breafr-plate, making figns that it would defend him againfr the enemies' ar
rows. The next thing he bought was a copper kettle, for which he gave fifty {kins. 
As long as he thought fit to traffic with them, none, but fuch as like him wore 
plates of gold or copper on their heads, were allowed either to buy or fell; but as foon 
as they had done, every man had his liberty. They offered very good exchange for 
hatchets, axes, and knives, and would have given any thing in truck for fwords; but 
the Engliili would not part with any. The king's brother came afterwards frequently 
on board, and would eat, drink, and be merry with them; and once he brought 
his wife and children with him, who afterwards came frequently \\'ith their followers 
only. 

They often trufred the king's brother with goods upon his word, to bring the 
value at a certain time, which he never failed of doing. He had a {hong inclina
tion to have a fuit of armour and a fword, which he faw in one 0f the iliip5; and would 
have left a large box of pearls in pawn for them, but they refufed it; that he might 
not know they fet a value upon them, till they could difcover whence he got them. 
They underfl:ood from the natives, that their country, which they found to be very 
fruitful and produCtive of all things, in fa very iliort a time as is hardly credible, was 
called by the name of Wingandacoa, and their king Wingina. ,,\Then they went 
on iliore they were entertained with extraordinary civility, and once in particular by 
the king's brother's wife, at a little village in Roenocke. They were told of a 
great city where the king refided, fix days' journey on the continent, which, how
ever, they did not fee: they made no long fl:ay, nor proceeded any farther on dif
covery, only jufl: to the neighbouring parts, in their boats; and, being fatisfied with 
what they had feen, returned to England about the middle of September, pleafed 
with the advantage they had made in this iliort and profperous voyage; and, with the 
hopes of the future advantages they fuould make, efpecially as they found all things 
here entirely new and furprifing. 

They 
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They gave a very advantageous account of m~tters,. by l'eprefenting t.he cout.Itry 
fa delightful and deiirable, [0 pleafant, and aboundmg wIth all the neceifa~les of bfe ; 
the climate and air [0 temperate, good and wholefome, th: w?ods and foIl fa charm
ing and fruitful, and all other things ~o agreeable, that ParadIfe .Itfelf feemed to .be there 
in its native luftre. They gave partIcular accounts of the varIety of good frUl!S, fame 
whereof they had never feen before; efpecially, that there were grapes m fuch 
abundance as were ne\'er any where known; Hately tall large oaks, and other tim
bel'; red cedar, cyprefs, pines, and other ever-greens .and fweet woods, for tallnefs 
and largenefs exceeding all they had ever hear~ of. WIld fowl, deer, fifh, an~ other 
game in fuch pIent" and variety that no epIcure could defire more than thIS new 
world feemed naturally to afford. To make it yet ~ore deiirable they report:d, that 
the native Indians who were then the only mhabItants, were fa affable, kmd and , ~ .. 
good-natured; fo traCtable in learning trades and fafhions; fo mno~ent and Ignorant 
in all manner of tricks and cunning, and fo deiirous of the Engh{h, that they ra
ther feemed ready to take any impreilion, than any ways like to oppofe the fettling of 
the Englifh near them. 

Upon this fair reprefentation of the effeCts of their voyage, and of the noble dif. 
covery that had attended it, Queen Elizabeth was pleafed to promife what ailiftance 
it [hould be neceifary for the crown to give for promoting and perfeCting this fettle. 
ment; and fhe was lik.ewife pleated to beftow the name of Virginia upon this new
found country; but whether, as is commonly believed, in Iegard to its being dif
covered under a virgin Queen, or in allufion to the uncorrupted {tate of the land and 
its inhabitants, is a queftion I will not pretend to decide; but perhaps the former was 
the fenfe impofed by Sir 'N alter, thl.! completefr courtier, {hall I fay, or rather the 
completefr man of his time; and the latter the [enfe in which the Queen would have 
had it underftood: but however that matter be, we muft not confound the Virginia of 
Sir Walter Raleigh with the province now fo called; for, without all queftion, it was 
in thofe days a very difierent thing, and comprehended the whole country claimed by 
the crown of England, from the fauthem limits of the new province of Georgia, to the 
utmoJ1 extent of our difcon:ries northwards, agreeable to the two patents granted to Sir 
I-h:mplEcy Gilbert, and to his brother Sir Walter Raleigh. 

It was not lO!lg before the proprietor refolved to fit out a much more confiderable 
fleet thc..D had hitherto been employed in fuch undertakings, that fomething might be 
JC:tlC \\'crthy of the nation, on whofe behalf this fettlement was to be made, of the 
powerful Queen who had proteCted it, and of himfelf, who was the author and patron 
of this fcheme; Sir Vvalter intended to have commanded in this expedition himfelf, 
and to have carried with him a fufficient number of forces to have completed this 
defign of making a fettlement there; but being at that time je.alous that his abfence 
might be prejudicial to his interefl: at court, which the earl of Leicefier fought all oc
cafions to kifen, he committed the conduCt of this fecond enterprize to his lieutenant, 
Sir Richard Greenville; who, on the 8th of April, tet fail from P~ymouth with [even 
fhips fitted cut bv the company, of which himielf and feveral gentlemen were mem
bel's; a~d this cun~pany was the firft of that kind that was efiabliihed in Europe: 
thefe KmS" James. mcorporate~, by the n~~~ o~ the Goye~r:or and Company of the 
Weft IndIes; whIch, for theIr mal-adn1ll1I1tratlOn, was dlholved by his fan King 
Charles 1. 

On the 26th of June, 1585, Sir Richard Greenville anchored at Vvokoken and 
i?- Auguft following they began to plant on the ifland of Roenocke, five miles diftant 
trom the continent, where Sir Richard landed one hundred and eight men, under 
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Governor Ralph Lane, and Captain Philip Amadas, who was confl:ituted admiral of 
the new colony, though I do not find he had fo much as a bark left with him,. 

Sir Richard did not remain above three weeks longer in thofe feas; but having 
made fome difcoveries to the fouthward, and having traded with the Indians for fkins, 
furs, pearls, and other commodities, he failed on the 25th of A ugu£l on his return to 
Englan?, in which he took a very rich prize; fo that this voyage appeared to the 
eyes of the nation no lefs profperous than the former, and the new Virginia com
pany began to entertain very fanguine hopes of their undertaking. Let us now return 
to the firll: planters in Virginia, and give an account of what h2,ppened to the fir£l 
colony the Englifh e£lablifhed there, or in any part of America. Sir Richard Green
ville was no fooner failed, than the people whom he left behind applied themfel\'t~s 
with diligence to what had been recommended to them by Sir Walter Raleigh, which 
was the difcovering the continent, and with this view they travelIed eighty miles fouth, 
and one hundred and thirty north from that part of the main oppofite to their i:l1and; 
but in thefe expeditions, venturing indifcreetly too high up the rivers, and too far into 
the country, the Indian governors grew jealous of their defigns, and began fir£l to be 
weary of their company, and then to cut off their {hagglers when they fell into their 
hands; and they alfo formed a confpiracy to de£lroy the ref!:, but 'were happily pre
vented. 

The journals of the colony's proceedings were duly entered, and afterwards de
livered to the company in England, who were not fo careful as they fhould have 
been to fend them fupplies of provifions, and the Englifh, not underf!:anding the nature 
of the climate, negleCted to gather food in feafon as the Indians did, by which means 
they were reduced to great f!:reights. The natives never after kept faith with them, 
but watched all opportunities to cut (hem off. And as this obliged them to be more 
wary in their enterprizes on the main, io it hindered them from having any fupply from 
thence; however, they endured all with incredible refolution, and extended their dif
coveries near a hundred miles along the fea-coafts. They kept the Indians in awe by 
threatening- them with the return of their companions and the reinforcement of men; 
but no fhips coming from England in all that winter, nor in the fpring following, nor 
in fummer, they defpaired of being able to fupport themfelves any longer, the natives 
beg-inning to defpife them, when they faw them as it were abandoned by their coun
trymen; and the Engli{h expected every day to be facrificed to their cruelty. In 
this dif!:refs their chief employment was to look out to fea, in hopes of finding fome 
means of efcape, or recruit; and, when they were almof!: fpent with want and watch
ing, hunger and cold, in Auguf!: they difcovered Sir Francis Drake's fleet, who was re
turning from an expedition againf!: the Spaniards in North America, and had been 
commanded by the Queen to vifit this plantation in his way, and fee what encourage
ment or ailif!:ance they wanted. 

The fight of Sir Francis's fleet was mo£l joyful to thefe poor people: their fir£l 
petition to him, was to grant them a fupply of men and provifions, with a fmall {hip 
or bark to attend them, that, in cafe they could not maintain themfelves where they 
were, they might embark in it for England. Sir Francis granted their requef!:; and 
they fet all hands to work to fit the {hip he had given them, and furnifh her with 
all manner of £lores for a long ft~y; but a f!:orm arifing, which drove the veifel from 
her anchor to fea, and the {hip fuffering fo much in it that {he was not fit for their ufe, 
they \vere fo difcouraged, that, notwithf!:anding Sir Francis offered them another {hip, 
they were afraid to £lay, and earneilly intreated him to take them with him, which he 
did: and this put an end to the tirf!: fettlement. 

It 
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It was not at all owing to any negligence in Sir Walter Raleigh that this misfortune' 
happened; for he continually preffe.d .the company. to r:fleCt on the neceility. of fup. 
porting the colony in time, and fo folICItOUS he was ~n t?IS bufinefs, t?at, finding the 
fleet which was preparing under the command of SIr RIchard GreenvIlle .went on but 
nowly, he propofed that the firft {hip that. was completely manned and eqUIpped, lhould 
be fent, without ftaying for the reft, whIch was done; but when. {he .arnved at the 
Wand Roenocke, {he found it deferted. A few days after came SIr RIchard Green. 
ville with his fquadron of three fmall veffels, and found not a J?an upon the place, 
to his great difappointment; however, he refolved to fettle agam, and theref?re left 
behind him fifty men, with direCtions to build a houfe, or rather fort, for theIr own 
fecurity furnifhing them befides with all neceffaries for two years, and giving them the 
ftrongeft affurances, that they fhould be conftantly and regularly fupplied. . . 

This fecond colony had no better fortune than the firft, for the IndIans, takmg 
advantage of the fmallnefs of their number, and the difficulties .they had t? ftrug~le 
with, attacked, and cut them off; fo that when Mr. John WhIte came thIther WIth 
three fhips and confiderable fupplies, on the 22dof June, 1587, he found their fort 
demolifhed, fome huts they had ereCted near it deftroyed, and not far from them the 
bones of a dead man. In' all thefe revolutions Manteo, the Indian, remained firm to 
the Englifh intereft, and it was from his information that Mr. White learned what was 
become of this laft colony. 

The misfortunes that had attended thefe two fettlements, would certainly have dif. 
couraged a man of lefs conftancy and fortitude than Mr. White; but he had a com· 
million to be governor, and Sir Walter had ftrongly recommended to him the keeping 
poffellion of the place. He therefore ereCted a new habitation, and, chufing eleven 
of the moft capable perfons that came along with him, conftituted a regular fociety, 
to which he gave the title of the Governor and Court of Affiftants of the City of Ra. 
leigh in Virginia, hoping they might be able to retrieve the credit of this undertaking, 
and conduce to the improvement of the commerce and navigation of his country, 
and thereby anfwer the expeCtations of his honourable patron, whofe name he had 
given to his new plantation. On the 13th of Auguft, Manteo the faithful Indian, was 
chriftened, and created by the governor Lord of Daffumonpeak, an Indian nation fo 
called, as a reward of his fidelity and fervice to the Englifh; and on the 18th of the 
fame month was born the firft child that was the iffue of Chriftian parents in that 
place, being the daughter of Mr. Ananias Dare: {he was after the name of the country 
chriftened Virginia. Good government and induftry foon rendered Mr. White and 
his men formidable to the Indians, who courted their friendfhip, and made leagues 
with the corporation, which they kept or broke as they thought themfelves too weak 
or too ftrong for the Englifh, who, as much as they feemed to thrive, underwent fo 
many hardfhips for want of due fupplies from Europe, that nothing but the invincible 
conftancy, which is the diftinguifhing charaCter of their nation, could have fupported 
them in the midft of fo much miferv. 

Yet fo far were they from repe~1ting of their undertaking, or defiring to return, 
tha~ they difputed for the liberty of remaining at Roenocke, and obliged Mr. White 
t~elr governor to return for England, and folicit the company to fend them recruits 
of men and provifions. Mr. White undertook to negociate their affairs; and leav
i~g ot;-e hundred and fifty men in the corporation, fet fail for England, where he ar
rIved. m fafety, and was two years there before he could obtain a grant of the neceffary 
~upphes. At laft he had three fhips fitted out for him, with provifions and more men 
tor the colony. And on the 15th of Auguft he arrived at Cape Hattaras; and, landing 
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on the ifland Roenocke, found by letters cut on trees, in large Roman characters, that 
the Englifh were removed, but he could not tell where. They faw the letters C.R.O. 
on feveral trees; and, fearching farther, on one of the pallifadoes of the fort which they 
had quitted, they found cut in large capital letters the word Croatan, one of the iflands 
forming the fouth, about twenty leagues fouthward of Roenocke. On this :cdvice, 
they embarked in queft of their fellows at Croatan; but they were fcarce all of them 
aboard, before a dreadful ftorm arofe, which feparated the fhips one from another. 
They loft their anchors and cables, and durft not venture in \vi'th the fhore, fo they 
all fhifted for themfelves, and, with various fortunes, arrived in England and Ireland. 

This dreadful blow proved the ruin of the third fettlement, of which I do not find 
that the company took any farther care, or that any new attempt was made for pre
ferving the poffeilion of this country to the crown of England, which had been fo 
highly magnified, and the advantages thereof painted in fuch ftrong colours at the be
ginning. Some have attributed this to Sir Walter Raleigh's troubles; but furely they 
were but indifferently acquainted with his hiftory, fince it was during the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign that he ftood in the higheft credit at court, and was moft 
capable of procuring favour from it. But that I may not leave this fubject altogether 
dark and imperfect, I fhall venture to fuggeft what appears to me to be the true rea[on 
why there was no more care taken of fo promifing a fcheme as this was of which we 
are writing. Sir Walter Raleigh, as very clearly appears from his manner of con
ducting it, had the public fervice alone in view, which induced him to throw the con
cerns of this colony into the hands of a company, in which, no doubt, he thought he 
had provided for them effectually, and therefore turned his own thoughts and moft 
vigorous endeavours to other purpofes, in which he was fo entangled, that he found it 
impoilible to difengage himfelf, when he faw their negligence, and forefaw the confe
quences of it, which were fatal to a fettlement that coft him fo much pains, and of 
which he had once fo great hopes. 

13. But neither the bufinefs of planting, nor the profits refulting from military ex
peditions, could hinder fuch as were addicted to the ftudy of maritime affairs from 
wifhing to fee the ~w paffage to the Indies fairly opened. And notwithftanding many 
attempts had been made to very little purpofe, yet no confiderable mariner, no man of 
reputation for cofmographical learning, could propofe any reafonable fcheme for this 
purpofe; but there were merchants enough ready to lend their affiftance, and to lay 
down whatever money was requifite for carrying it into execution. This freedom 
and readinefs of venturing their private fortunes for the public fervice, was certainly 
very honourable and commendable, but they did fiill more, for they did not only 
profecute fuch attempts like merchants, but adhered to them with a philofophic firm
nefs; fo that when a man returned without fuccefs, and plainly fhewed that he had 
done his duty, and that there were ftill hopes, they encouraged, they rewarded, they 
fitted him out again, and again: but this was an age of public fpirit; the people went 
eagerly into whatever great minifters propofed; moft of thofe minifters had only the 
fervice of their miftreis at heart; and the Queen herfelf was truly the mother of her 
people. ' 

In fuch a reign it was natural that wonders fhould be done, and it happens very 
luckily for thofe who celebrate thefe wonders, that they are able to maintain all that 
they affert, by inconteftable evidence; an inftance of which we {hall give in a fuccinCl: 
account of the voyages of Captain John Davis, for the difcovery of the north-weft paf
[age; which, however, fhould not have been brought in here, but have been referred 
'I) another chapter, if we had not found them necefTary to {hew the limits of our d;ii~ 
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-coveries in the northern parts of America; and having thus opened the true defign 
of his attempts, we fhall proceed. to the n~rrative of thel,?, .in fuch a manner, as to 
render the nature and fuccefs of hIS enterpnzes as clear as It IS poilible. In order to 
this, it is requifite to obferve, that before his firft voyage was undertaken, there was 
a defign of attempting to difcover a north-weft paffage, formed by fome traders of 
the weft of England; who, when they underftood that the like projeCt had been ~et 
on foot at London, propofed joining their force;;, which was. ac.cepted, a?d Mr. WIl
liam Sanderfon merchant of London, who was both a prmcipal man m the under
taking, and a large contributor towards the expence, recommended Captain John 
Davis, as a proper perf on to have the direCtion of this enterprize; and he was accord
ingly appointed commander of the Sunfhine of London, a bark of fifty tons, on board 
of which were three and twenty perfons, and, in conjunction with the Moonfhine, of 
Dartmouth, a veffel of thirty-five tons, with nineteen perfons on board, they failed from 
the laft mentioned port on their voyage for difcovery, June 7, 1585. 

On the 14th of the fame month they were forced into one of the SyIIey, 'or, as it 
is now written, the Scilly ifiands, where being detained for a fortnight, Captain Davis 
fhewed his active and indefatigable genius, by making an accurate chart of them, which 
was a thing, at that time, very much wanted. On the 28th they failed from thence, 
and continued their courfe to the north-weft, till on the 19th of July they came into a 
\vhirling tide, which fet northwards, and failing about half a league into a very calm 
fea, which bent fouth-fouth-weft, they heard a mighty roaring, as if it had been the 
breach of fome {hare, which could not but be very terrible, fince the weather was fo 
foggy that they could not fee from one fhip to another, though at a very fmall diftance. 
Upon this the Moonlliine was ordered to hoill her boat out to found, but they could 
find no ground in three hundred fathoms and better; then the captain, the mafter, 
and Mr. Jane, who wrote this account, went towards the breach to fee what it was, and 
it proved to be feveral iilands of ice which were broke loofe, and floating in the fea; 
they got out upon thefe, and walked upon them, and when they went back into their 
'boat, they carried feveral large pieces of ice, which melted into very good fre{h 
water. 

On the 20th the fog breaking up they difcovered the land, which looked like a 
fngar-Ioaf, and made fo uncomfortable, or rather fo horrid an appearance, that Captain 
Davis called it the Land of Defolation. On the 2 Iil: they were forced to bend their 
cOUffe fouth again, to clear themfelves of the ice, which they did, and then ran along 
the {hore. On the 22d the captain endeavoured to go alliore, but was hindered by the 
i~e; the water on the eoail: was very black, and though the feamen made ufe of their 
lmes, they could catch no fifh. On the 24th the captain caufed the men's allowance 
to be increafed, to encourage them; but it is very remarkable, that he affures us the 
weather was far from being cold, but like ours in April, very {harp, when the wind 
blew from the {hore; and on the contrary, very hot, when it blew from the fea. 

On the 25th they bore away north-weft, and continued their cOUffe for four days. 
On the 29th they difcovered land in the latitude of fixty-four degrees fifteen minutes 
north, the fea quite free from ice, and the weather very temperate. Upon viewing 
the ~oaft they found many pleafant bays and commodious ports, but judged it not a 
contmued land, but ,rathera.n archipelago, and therefore they refol ved to go a{hore on 
one of thefe fmall lila'1ds, III order to fearch for wood and water, and to gain a better 
knowledge of the country; they were no fooner on {hore, than they found evident 
marks o~ the country's being inhabited, by there lying upon the ground a fmall {hoe, 
-feveral pieces of leather fewed with finews, a piece of fir and wool like beaver. They 
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went next upon another Wand, where, getting upon a high rock, they were feen by 
the people of the country, who fet up thereupon a mofi hideous howling; when they 
perceived this, the Englifh like wife made a none, to give notice of what had happened 
to their own people; upon which Captain Bruton, of the Moonfhine, prefently came 
to their affifiance, with a good number of his feamen; and prefently after their arrival 
there appeared ten boats full of the natives coming from a neighbouring ifland, and 
two of thefe canoes Cldvanced fo near the fhore, that they could eafily talk with thofe 
that were in them; their language was much in the throat, and their pronuhciation 
harfh and unpleafant; one of them however, feemed inclined to co.me on fhore, 
but firfi pointed to the fun, and then firuck his breafi fo hard, that they could 
hear the blow; upon which, Mr. John Ellis, mafier of the Moonfhine, was appointed 
to treat with hini; and he going to the fea-fide, pointing to the fun, and firiking his 
breafi, as the favage had done, he at length ventured on fhore, and they threw him 
caps, fiockings, gloves, and what elfe they thought might pleafe him; but the night 
drawing on, they took their leaves on both fides. 

The next morning there came thirty-feven canoes rowing by their fhips, calling them 
to come afhore. The Englifh however did not make great hafte; upon which one of 
he favages leaped on fhore, and went to the top of a rock, where he danced and 
beat a drum, to fhew his joy. The Englifh then manned their boats, and came to them 
to the water-fide, where they waited in their canoes; and after the formal ceremony of 
fwearing by the fun, the favages made no fcruple of trufiing them; but on the 
contrary, fhewed all poffible figns of kindnefs, and even of politenefs; for when the 
author of this voyage offered to fhake hands with one of them, he firfi took his hand 
and kiffed it. They readily parted with any thing they were aiked for, and were con
tent with whatever was given them, fhewing no figns of greedinefs, much lefs of trea
chery or infidelity. They bought of them five of their canoes, and feveral of their 
fiockings and gowns, which were made, fome of feal and other of bird ikins, all of 
them well dreffed and neatly made; fo that it plainly appeared they had various trades 
amongfi them. They had plenty of furs; and when they faw that the Englifh ad
mired them, they gave them to underfiand, by figns, that they would go up into their 
country and come down and bring them more, but the wind proving fair in the night, 
Capt. Davis, defpifing profit, on the lfi of Augufi failed frill farther to the north-weR: ; 
and on the 6th of the fame month they entered into a very fair road, free from ice, 
in the latitude of fixty-fix degrees forty minutes, where they landed under a high 
mountain, the cliffs of which fhone like gold. 

Captain Davis, having taken a view of every thing, began to think of befiowing 
names on the places he had difcovered. He gave to the hill the name of Mount 
Raleigh; the road where the fhip lay he called 'fotnefs Road; the found at the foot 
of the mountain, Exeter Sound; the north-foreland, Dier's Cape; and the fouth-fore
land, WaHhingham. Here they difcovered four white bears of a prodigious bignefs, 
two of which they killed and brought on board; the fore-paw of one of which 
meafured fourteen inches. They faw a raven upon Mount Raleigh, and at the bot
tom of the hill they found fome fhrubs and flowers like primrofes; the coafi how
ever was very mountainous, and altogether barren, affording neither wood nor grafs, 
nor fo much as earth; the mountains being all of fione, but the bravefi fione, fays 
our author, that ever we faw. Yet this account concludes nothing againfi the fruit
fulnefs of the inland part of the country, which might be very good for all that, and 
indeed probably was fa, fince the bears were very fat, and yet it appeared, upon open-
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ing their ftomachs, and upon viewing their dung, that they were not ravenous, but 
fed upon grafs. . , . 

They weighed on the 8th from Mount Raleigh, faihng ftIlI along the coaft, whIch 
lay fouth-fouth-weft, an~ eaft-north-eaft. On the 11th they ~ame to the moft foutherly 
point of this land, whIch they called the Cape of ~od s Mercy" and here they 
were furprifed with a very thIck fog; upon the bf(:~akmg up of whIch, t,hey found 
that they were fhut into a very ftreight or paifage, m fome places fixty mIles broad, 
in others ninety; the weather very fine and tempeI:ate, and the, water ,of the fame 
colour with that of the ocean, which filled them WIth hopes. 1 hey faIled through 
this ftreight for fixty leagues, and then difcovered feveI:al fair ifla~ds in the midft 
of it, with an open paifage on both fides, through w~lCh they FaIled; one bark 
taking the north, the other the fouth fidt>; but the :vmd chang,mg, and t~e wea
ther growing foggy and foul, they wer~, forced, to he by for five days, m thofe 
which have been ever fince called DaVIS s Streights. On the 14th they went 
afhore, and faw evident marks of the country's being inhabited; for they found 
part of a ftone wall and a human ikull. On the 15th they heard a great howl
ing on :fhore, which they fuppofed to be wolves, and therefore went a:fhore to kill 
them; when they came to land they found the creatures they had taken for wolves 
were dogs, and they came inftantly running to the boat to meet them, wagging 
their tails, and fhewing other figns of joy, as is ufual for thofe animals to do at 
the fight of men. There were twenty of them in all, and as they were of the 
fize of maftiifs, with fhort ears, and long bufhy tails, the feamen being afraid of 
them, fired and killed two, one of which had a leather collar on. They found 
likewife there two fledges, one made of feveral kinds of boards that were fawed, 
and the other of ,,,,hale-bone. They likewife faw larks, ravens, and partridges. On 
the 17th they went afhore again, and in an oven built with ftones, they found a 
fmall canoe made of wood, an image, a bird made of bone, beads for necklaces, 
and other trifles. The coaft made no very promifing appearance, as having neither 
wood nor grafs; but the rocks were of a fine bright ftone, like marble beau
tified with veins of different colours. Upon the :fhore they found a feal or fea
calf juft flead and thrown under a heap of ftones. 

Captain Davis and his mafter were extremely well pleafed with the appearance 
of this ftreig~t, thoug~ t,hey be~an to doubt whether the feafon would permit 
them to contIn~e long In It; ~hlCh neverthelefs they took for the very channel into 
the South Seas, In fearch of whIch they came, and refolved to report fo much upon 
their return to England. The reafons which confirmed the probability of there being 
a paifage in this fheight, and upon which they grounded their hopes of future fuc
cefs, were, firft, That this place was all iflands, with great founds between them. 
Second, That the water remained all of the fame colour with the main ocean with
out altering; whereas they never came into any bay before nor after, but the colour of 
the water was altered very blackifh. Third, Becaufe they faw to the weft of thofe 
iflands three or four whales in a ikull, "which they imagined came from the vVeftern 
Sea" be~aufe to the eaftward they h~d feen no whales. Fourth, Becaufe as they were 
rowIng mto a very great found lymg fouth-\yeft, from whence thofe whales came 
there came ~uddenly a viol:=nt ~ounter-check, of a tide from the fouthward, againft 
the flood whIch they came III WIth, not knowmg from whence it received its fource. 
J!ifth,. Be~auf: in failing twenty leagues within the mouth of this entrance, they had 
loundmg III nmety fathoms on a grey and oufy fand; and the farther they ran into 
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the weH:ward, the deeper was the water: fo that among the iflands they had near the 
{hore no ground in three hundred and thirty fathom. Sixth, Becaufe it ebbed 
and flowed fix or feven fathom, the flood coming from divers parts, fo that they 
could not with any certainty difcern the chief fource of it. 

On the 19th it was refolved by the officers to continue the profecution of their dif
coveries; but the wind changing on the 20th, they were obliged to remain at anchor; 
and the weather growing very foul, they, on the 24th, hoifted fail for England. On 
the loth of September they fell in with the Land of Defolation; on the 27th they 
had fight of the Engli{h coaft, and in a ftorm loft the Moon{hine that night. On 
the 30th captain Davis came fafely into Dartmouth, where he found the Moonihine, 
which arrived about two hours before. Upon his return to London, captain Davis 
gave a very clear account to his owners, of his expedition, and of what he had done; 
obferving, that at the time he put to fea he had only general inftruCtions to fearch 
for a pafTage to the north-weft, without any intimation where that pafTage was moft 
likely to be found; that he had accordingly entered a ftreight which he thought 
might pollibly be that pafTage; but the weather changing, and the feafon of the 
year being too far advanced, he judged it requifite to return home. 

His owners were fo well fatisfied, that they procured him an audience of fecre. 
tary Walfingham; who approved very much of the enterprize, and of the manner 
in which he had conducted it; but at the fame time recommended it to him to 
complete this difcovery, to which he was alfo prefTed by thofe who were concerned 
in his former undertaking, and by fome merchants of Exeter, who defired to join 
in the expences necefTary for a fecond expedition; to which he willingly confented, 
and accordingly undertook it; and as he has written himfelf an account of this voyage, 
which was a very remarkable one, I {hall give it the reader as near as may be in his 
own words. 

" On the 7th of May, 1586, I fet out from Dartmouth with four fail, viz. the Mer
maid of one hundred and twenty tons, the Sun{hine of fixty tons, the Moon{hine of 
thirty-five tons, and a pinnace of thirteen tons, called the North Star. \Ve coafted 
the fouth fide of Ireland, and on the thirteenth fteered away north-weft, till we came 
to the latitude of fixty degrees. At which time I divided my fleet, and ordered the 
Sun{hine and the North Star, to feek a paifage northward between Greenland and 
Iceland, to the latitude of eighty degrees, if land did not hinder them. I departed 
from them the 7th of June, and on the 15th difcovered land in fixty degrees lati
tude, and in longitude from the meridian of London wdlward forty-feven de
grees. The ice lay, in fome ten, in fome twenty, in fome fifty leagues off the {hore; 
fo that we were conflrained to bear into fifty-feven degrees to double the fame, and to 
get a free fea, which through God's favourable mercy we at length obtained. 

" On the 29th, after many ftorms, we again difcovered land, in longitude from 
the meridian of London fifty-eight degrees thirty minutes, and in latitude fixty
four degrees, being eaft from us, into which fince it pleafed God by contrary winds 
to force us, I thought fit to bear in with it, and to fet up our pinnace, which we 
had provided in the Mermaid to be our fcout for this difcovery, and fo much the 
rather, becaufe the year before I had been in the fame place, and found it very 
convenient for fuch a purpofe, being inhabited by a people of traCtable converfation, 
and the fea void of ice. The {hips being within the founds, we fent our boats to fearch 
for ihoaJ-water, where we might anchor, v-hich in this place is very hard to find. The 
people of the country efpying them, came in their Cl:10es towards them with {houts 
and cries; but when they faw in the boats fome of our company that were there 
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the lafr year, they rowed to the boat, and taking hold of the oar, hung about the 
boat, exprelling a great deal of joy; and making fign~ that they knew all tl,10fe 
that had been there the year before. I went afuore wIth others of the company, 
and took with me twenty knives. We had no fooner landed but they leaped out of 
their canoes and came running to us, and embraced us with many figns of hearty 
welcome; there were eighteen of them, and I gave to each of them a knife, and they 
offered me fkins for a reward; but I made figns that they were not fold, but freely 
given to them; and fo difmiifed them for that time, with figns that they fuould 
return after certain hours. 

" The next day, with all pollible fpeed, the pinnace W:iS landed upon an ifland, 
there to be finifued; and while it was fetting up the people came continually to us, 
fometimes a hundred canoes at a time, bringing feal-fkins, ftag-fkins, white hares, 
feals, falmon-peal, fmall cod, dry caplin, with other fifu, and fome birds. I fent 
one of the boats to fearch one part of the land, while I went to another part, 
with frriB: command that there fuould be no injury offered to any of the people, nor 
any gun fuot. They formed tents made of feal-fkins, wherein was ftore of dried 
caplin, being a fmall fifu no bigger than a pilchard, fome bags of train-oil, many 
little images cut in wood, and feal-fkins in tan-tubs, whcreof they diminifued nothing. 
\iVhen they had paifed ten miles within the fnowy mountains, they came to a plain 
champaign country with earth and grafs, like to our moory and wafre grounds in 
England; they went ten leagues up into a river, which in the narrowefr place 
was two leagues over, finding it frill to continue they knew not how far. But I with 
my company took another river, which, although at firfr it afforded a large inlet, yet 
it proved but a deep bay, the end whereof I attained in four hours; and there leaving 
the boat well manned, went with the refr of the company three or four miles 
into the country, but found nothing, nor faw any thing but gripes, ravens, and 
fmall birds, as larks and linnets. The ')d of July I manned my boat, and went with 
fifty canoes attending upon me into another found, where the people, by figns, willed 
me to go, hoping to find their habitation. At laft they made figns that I fuould go 
into a warm place to fleep; at which place I went on fuore, and defired they would 
leap with our men, which they agreed to, but ours did over-leap them; from leap
ing they went to wrefrling; we found them frrong and nimble, and to have fkill in 
wrefrling, for they cafr fome of our men that were good wrefrlers. 

" On the 4th the mafl:er of the Mermaid went to certain iflands to ftore himfelf 
with wood, where he found a grave with divers buried in it, covered with feal-fkins 
only, and a crofs laid over them. The people are of good frature, well proportioned, 
with fmall flender hands and feet, broad vifages, fmall eyes, wide mouths, the moft 
part unbearded, great lips and clofe toothed; they are much given to bleed, and 
therefore Hop their noies with deer's hair, or that of an elan. One of them kindled a 
fire at~er this m~I:mer~: he took a piece of a board wher;in \~as a hole half through; 
r?en he put mto the hole the end of a round flIck lIke a bed ftaff, wetting 
the end thereof with train-oil, and, (as your turners do,) with a piece of lea
ther by the violent motion he fpeedily produced fire; this done, he made 
a. fir~ wi.th turfs; into which, with many \~ords and ftrange geftures, he put 
divers thmgs whICh \ve fuppofed to be a facnfice; they defired me to go into 
the fmoak, and I \villed them likewife to frand in the fmoak, which they would by no 
means do; I the?- thruit one o~- ~hem into, the fmoak, an.:!. commanded one of my men 
to tread out the hre and fpurn It 111to the lea, to fhew them that we did contemn their 
';Jrcery. They ;ll'P very fimple in their converfation, but marveloufly thievifu, efpecially 
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of iron, which they have in great eil:eem. They cut away the Moonihine's boat from 
her il:em; they cut our cables and our cloth where it lay to air, though we did care
fully look to it; they il:ole our oars, a caliver, a boat, a fpear, a fword, with divers 
other things, which fa grieved the company, that they defired me to diffolve this new 
friendlhip; whereupon I ordered a caliver to be lhot among them, and immediately 
upon the fame a falcon; which il:range noife did fa amaze them, that they departed 
with all fpeed; but within ten hours they returned and intreated a peace, which being 
granted, they brought us feal-ikins and falmon-peal, but when they faw iron they could 
not forbear il:ealing; which when I perceived, I commanded that in no cafe they ihould 
be any more hardly ufed, but that our own people ihould be more vigilant to keep 
their things. 

" They eat all their meat raw; they live mof!: upon filh, drink faIt water, and eat 
grafs and ice with delight; they make filhing-nets with whale-fins; it is probable 
they have wars with thofe on the main land, many of them being fore wounded, which 
wounds they received upon the main land, as by figns they gave us to underil:and. 
The I7th of July I went alhore in our new pinnace, and with the moil: part of my 
company went to the top of an high mountain, hoping from thence to fee into the 
country,; but the mountains were fo many and fo lofty that we could not fee far; we 
returned to our pinnace and faw a firange fight, which was a mighty whirlwind, con
tinuing three hours with little intermifIion, which taking up the water in great quan
tities, furioufly mounted it in.to the air. The next morning, the il:orm being over, we 
failed into a mighty great river, directly into the body of the land, and found it to be 
no firm land, but huge, vail:, and defert iflands, with mighty founds and inlets pailing 
between fea and fea. On the 9th we returned to our fhips, where our mariners com
plained heavily againil: the people, that they had il:olen an anchor from us, had cut 
one of our cables very dangeroufly, and fpared not to fling il:ones at us of half a pound 
weight: the next day I went alhore and ufed them with much courtefy, and when I 
returned they followed me: in their canoes; I gave fome of them bracelets, and feven 
or eight of them came on board, whom I ufed kindly, and let them depart; as foon 
as fun was fet they began to praCtife their devililh nature, and with flings threw il:ones 
very fiercely into the Sunlhine, and knocked down the boatfwain; whereupon we 
purfued them with our boats, and lhot at them; but they rowed fa fwiftly, that 
we could not reach them. 
, " On the I I th five of therh came to make a new truce; the mail:er acquainted 

me with their coming, and defired they might be kept prifoners until we had our 
anchor again; but when he faw the chief ring-leader and mail:er of mifchief was onE:' 
of the five, he was then very urgent to have him feized, and fo it was determined to 
take him; he came crying I1iaoltt, and, il:riking his brean, ofFered a pair of gloves to 

, fell; the maner offered him a knife for them: fo two of them came to us, one we 
difmifled, 'but the other was foon made Glptive among us; then we pointed to him 
and his fellows for our anchor, which being had, we made figns to him he lhould be 
fet at liberty; about an hour after the wind came fair, and we fet fail 2nd brought 
him away with us. One of his companions, follo-\\'ing our fhip in his canoe, talked 
with him, and feemed to lament his condition; we f!:ill uiing him well, and faying 
to him Iliaollt, i. e. we mean no harm; at !ail: he aboard fpake four or five words to the 
other, and clapped both his hands on his face, the other did the like, and fo parted; 
we judged the covering his face, and bowing down his body iignified his death; 
after fome time he became a pleafant companion among us; I gave him a new fuit of 
frieze of the Englifh falhion, of which he was very fond; he trimmed up his darts and 
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all his fifhing tools, and would make oakum, and fet h.is ~and ~o the rope's-end; 
he fed upon caplin and dry Newland fifh. The J 7th, bemg m latItud.e of ll.xty-three 
degrees eight minutes, we fell in wit~ a mighty mafs of ice, v~ry hIgh, !Ilce la~d, 
with bays and capes; and, fuppofing It to be land, we fent our pmnace to dIfcover It; 
but on her return, we were aifured that it was only ice, which caufed great admi
ration to us all, and the rather, becaufe in this place we had very tickle and {hong 
currents. We coafted this mafs of ice till the 30th, finding it a great bar to 
our purpofe. The air was now fa foggy, and the fea fa pefrered with ice, that 
all hopes of proceeding was banifhed; for on the 24th of July our fhrouds, 
ropes, and fails, were fo frozen and compaifed with i~e, only by a grof~ fog, 
as feemed to us very ftrange, \vho the laft year found thIS fea free and navIgable 
without impediments. 

" Our men, through this extremity began to grow fick and feeble, and with
all hopelefs of good fuccefs; whereupon, very orderly and difcreetly, they intreated 
me to regard our prefent frate, and withal advifed me, that in confcience I ought 
to preferve my own life and theirs; and that I fhould not, through my own bold
nefs, leave their widows and fatherlefs children to give me bitter curfes. This 
did move me to commiferate their condition, yet confidering the importance of 
this difcovery, if it could be accomplifhed, the great hopes of a paifage by what 
we had feen the lafr voyage, and that there was yet a third way to be at
tempted, I thought it would turn to my difcredit if the action fhould fail through 
my neglect, therefore refolved to profecute it; and confidering the Mermaid, by 
reafon of her burden, was not fo nimble and convenient for this purpofe as a fmaller 
bark, and was one hundred pound a month charge to the adventurers; I determined 
to re-victual the Moonfhine, and proceed as God fhould direct me: whereupon I 
altered my courfe to recover the next fhare, where this might be performed; and 
the I ft of Augufr difcovered land without fnow or ice, in latitude fixty-fix de
grees thirty-three minutes, and in longitude, from the meridian of London feventy 
degrees. 

" On the 2d we anchored in a very good road, where, with all fpeed, we 
graved and re-victualled the Moonfhine; we found it here very hot, and we were very 
much troubled with muikitos, which did fring grievoufly. The people of the coun
try caught a feal, and, with bladders faft tied to him, fent him to us with the 
flood, fa as he came right with our fhip, which we took as a friendly prefent from 
them. On the 5th I went on top of a hill, and efpying three canoes under a rock, 
went to them, and found in them ikins, darts, &c. whereof we diminifl1ed nothing; 
but left upon every boat a filk point, a bullet of lead, and a pin. The next day 
the people came tn us without fear, and bartered with us for ikins; our favage 
kept clofe, and made fhew that he would fain have another companion, Being 
thus provided, I departed on the 12th, leaving the Mermaid at anchor; her crew 
finding many occafions of difcontent, and being unwilling to proceed, here farfook 
me. 

" The 14th, failing wefr fifty leagues, we difcovered land, in latitude fixty-fix 
degrees 19 minutes; and the next day -we frood to the fouth; and on the 18th dif
covered a very fair promontory north-weft from us, in fixty-five degrees, having no 
land on t~e fouth, which gave us great hopes of a paifage. The 20th I went to the 
top of a hIgh hill, whence I perceived that this land was all iflands; we coafted this 
ifland t?wards the fouth, from fixty-feven to fifty-feven degrees. The 28th, having 
great dIftruft ~f the weather, we arrived in a fair harbour, and failed ten leagues into 
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the fame, being two leagues broad, with fair woods on both fides: here we continued 
to the If!: of September, in which time we had two very great fl:orms; I went fix 
miles into the country, and found the woods were fir, pine-apple, elder, yew, wi
thy, and birch. Here we faw a black bear, and ftore of birds, as pheafants, partridges, 
wild geefe, bucks, blackbirds, jays, thruihes, and other fmall birds. The I ft we 
fet fail, and coafted the ihore with fair weather. The 4th we anchored in a good 
road, among many iflands. Eight leagues to the north of this place we had ftrong 
hopes of a paffage, by reafon of a mighty fea pailing between the two lands, weil ; 
we greatly defired to go into this fea, but the wind was direB:ly againfl: us. 

" The 6th we fent five young men aihore to an ifland, to fetch fome fiih which 
we had left there covered all night. The favages who lurked in the woods fuddenly 
affaulted our men, which we perceiving let flip our cable, and under our fore-fail, 
bore in to the ihore, and difcharged a double mufK:et upon them twice; at the noife 
of which they fled, having killed two of our men with their arrmvs, and grievoufly 
wounded two more; the other efcaped by fwimming, with an arrow ihot through 
his arm. 

" This evening it pleafed God farther to increafe our forrows with a furious 
ftorm at north-north-eaft, which lafted to the loth: we unrigged our ihip and in
tended to cut down our mafls; the cable of our iheet-anchor broke, fo that we 
expected to be driven on ihore, and become a prey to the cannibals; yet, in this 
deep diftrefs, God gave us fuccour, and fent us a fair fea, fo that we recovered 
our anchor again, and new-moored our ihip; where we faw that God had manifeftly 
delivered us, for two ftrands of our cable were broken. The I I th the wind com
ing fair at weft-north-weft, we departed with truft in God's mercy, ihaping our courfe 
for England, and arrived in the 'ii\T eft-country the beginning of Oaober, where the 
Sunihine arrived a few days before us; ihe had been at Iceland, a~d from thence to 
Greenland, and fo to Eftotiland, and thence to Defolation, where ihe trafficked with 
the people, ftaying in the country twenty days. They loft fight of the pinnace 
called the North Star, on the third of September, in a very great ftorm, and lay a-hull 
to tarry for her all the next day; but faw her no more: the faid pinnace never 
returned home." 

We find annexed to this account of Capt. Davis's fecond voyage, a letter of his to 
Mr. William Sanderfon, who feems to have been his patron, in which he excufes his 
want of fuccefs in this voyage, declares his confident hope, that fuch a paffage might 
yet be found, the improvement of his knowledge by this laft voyage, and his refolution 
to profecute this difcovery to the utmoft, though it fl10uld coft him the little paterna) 
fortune he had in the Weft; and concludes with an affurance, that he would com
municate to him a fair and clear chart of his voyage, which would give him a perfea 
comprehenfion of the arguments lie had to offer in fupport of his notion, that this 
paffage fo often attempted in vain might ftill be found. This letter is dated from 
Exeter, the 14th of Oaober 1586; and it had all the good effeas that Capt. 
Davis could expect from it, fince his friend ftill continued to have as good an 
opinion of him as ever, and;' fo it appears the reft of his owners had; but it w~llt 
no farther than the approbation of his condua in his laft Y()YJgc, for \yhen he came to 
propofe a third expedition, the Weft-country merchants, and molt of thofe in London, 
grew weary of the expehce, and would be concerned no longer, He propofed how
ever, to the reft of the adventurers, a new fcheme, \\'hich took effect, and it was this: 
that they ihould fit out three veffels, one of which only ihould be employed on the 
difcovery, and the other two in fi{hing; by which he propofed to df'fra y all, or at If'art 
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the bef!: part of the expence. It is very rema~kab1~ that r.;rr. B.ruton, who. ferved 
with Capt. Davis in his firf!: voyage, accompamed hIm a1fo III thIS, a?d fa dId Mr. 
John Jane, who has been his merchant or fupercargo, and many of hIS old feamen ;, 
which !hews the confidence they had in his ikill, and how fenfib1e thE'Y were of 
his care and good ufage. 

The veifels provided for this 1aft voyage were the Elizabeth of Dartmouth, the 
Sunfhine of London, and the Ellen, which was but very fmall. As for the hifl:ary 
Qf the voyage, which is but !hert, we fhall give it as we did the former, in t~: 
words of the author. "\V e departed from Dartmouth the 10th of May, and dl1-
covered land on the 14th of June. On the 16th we anchored among many low 
iflands which lay before the high land; the people came to us crying, lIiaout, and 
!hewing us feal-ikins. On the 20th I left the two fhips to follow their fi!hing, taking 
their faithful promife not to depart till I returned unto them, which !hould be in 
the end of Auguft i but they finifhing their voyage in fixteen days, prefently re
turned for England, without regarding their promife, whilft I, not diftrufting any 
fuch hard meafure, proceeded on the difcovery. On the 2.i·th, in latitude fixty
feven degrees, forty minutes, the weather was very hot, thirty favages came to us 
in their canoes, twenty leagues from the land, in treating us to go aihore. I coafled 
the fhore of Greenland, from the 21 fl to the 30th, having the fea all open towards 
the weft, and the land on the ftarboard fide, eaft from me, the weather extremely 
hot and very calm. The fun was five degrees above the horizon at midnight, latitude 
feventy-two degrees twelve minutes; the compafs in this place varied twenty-eight 
degrees towards the wefl. The 3d of July we fell in again with ice; and on the 
6th put our bark through it, feeing the fea free on the weft fide; and when we 
had failed five leagues weil we fell in with another mighty bank of ice which we 
could not pafs; ilerefore returning again, we got clear on the 8th at midnight, and 
recovered the open fea through God's favour, by giving us fair winds and calm 
weather. On the 15th, in latitude fixty-feven degrees forty-five minutes, a great 
current fet us to the wef!: fix points from our couffe. 

" On the 19th we had fight of Mount Raleigh. Oil the 30th we croifed over a 
great inlet or paifage, being twenty leagues broad, and fituate between fixty-two 
and fixty-three degrees, in which place we had eight or nine great races, currents, 
or over-falls, like the water under London-bridge, and bending their courre into the 
inlet. The 3 I ft, in latitude fixty-two degrees, coming clofe by a foreland, we fell in
to a mighty race, where an iiland of ice was carried by the force of the current as 
faft as our bark could fail with all fails bearing. This ope, as it was the fouthern 
limits of the gulph we paifed over yell:erday, fa was it the north promontory, or 
beginning of another great inlet which we palled over this night, where we taw the 
fea falling down towards the inlet with a mighty over-fall, ar:.d circular motion, like 
whirl-pools, in the fame manner as forcible Itreams force through the arches of 
bridges. OIl the loth of Auguft, as we were feeking our {hips that went to fifh, 
being among many iflands, we ftruc:,- on a rock, and had a great l~c:.k: the next 
day we ftoppeJ our leak, in a {torm; and on the 15th, being in latitude fixty-two 
degrees twelve minutes, and not finding our fhips, nor (according to their promife) 
any mark or beacon which I willed them to fet up, and they promifed to do, upon 
every headland or cape within twenty leagues every way from their fifhing-place, and 
we having but little wood in our {hip, and but half a hogihead of frefh water, I 
fuaped my courfe for England, and arrived at Dartmouth the 15th of September." 

Upon his return from this, as after his fecond voyage, he wrote a letter to Mr. 
1 j Sanderfon, 
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Sanderfon, dated from Sandridge, September 16, 1587; wherein he tells him, that 
he had returned fafe T,yith all his company: that he h:J.ci failed fixty leagues hrther 
than he intended at his departure: that he had reached the latitude of feyeaty-three 
degrees north, finding the fea all open and the {height forty leagues broad; CO~1-
cluding from thence that the paffage was molt certain, and the executGn mofi 
eary; but, as we fhall fee hereafter, he was in this miftaken, which however, dces nct 
at all leffen his merit or the great difcoveries he made, by which he entitled his 
country to all this coail of North Ametica, the value of which may hereafter prove 
as great as any difcovery made in this reign. Neither ought we to efteem it any di
minution of his merit, that he was fo confident of finding a paftage this way to the 
very laft; becaufe as far ;lS he, or any man, could judge, there was indeed great 
probability of the thing, and nothing but fuch a fpirit as his will ever be able to 
effect this difcovery whenever it {hall be made. 

But he was not only an able officer and a ll10fi ikilful feaman, but had like
wife a head perfeaIy well turned for making aU poflible adnntages of the fervice 
in which he was employed; as appears from the minutes of a memorial of his which 
I have feen, addreffed to Secretary 1.Valfingham; wherein he tells him, that he found 
many ignorant and malicious people had a very mean opinion of what he had done, 
becaufe his voyages had not anfwered the expence; but he perfuaded himfelf that fo 
wife and honourable a ftatefman, would think in a manner different from the vulgar, 
and efteem his fervices capable of producing great advantages to the nation, even 
fuppofing that no fuch paffage as he expected fhould be found; in fupport of which 
he laid down the five following points. 

1. That it would redound very much to the honour of the Queen and her fubjeCts, 
if the people in thefe northern regions were converted to the Chrifl:ian faith; in 
which pious work 'many of thofe bufy and fiery fpirits might be profitably employed, 
that, by their factious ftirrings at home, ferved only to create confufion in church 
and fiate: for if thefe people, who feemed neither deftitute of wit, indufl:ry, or valu
able commodities, were once brought over to the Chrifiian faith, they might foon be 
brought to relifh a more civilized kind of life, and be thereby induced to take off great 
quantities of our coarfer woollen manufactures; which would employ the poor at 
home, increafe our {hipping, and augment the number of our feamen. 

II. That in the judgment of fuch .as were beft acquainted with the fifhing trade, 
the cod he caught were the fatteft and fineft that were eyer feen; and that the plenty 
of thefe fifh was fa great as might well encourage the eftablifhing an annual fiihery at 
the mouth of the Streights, which would afford immediate profit, and might lead to 
future difcoveries of greater importance. 

III. That notwithftanding the {hares of the countries he had feen were ble<lk and 
barren, yet the inner part of the country might, notwithftanding, be very rich and 
fertile: that as the people he had converfed with had fome of them utenfils of different 
metals, it might be prefumed there were mines of value in thefe countries; and that 
how little profit foever thefe people might make of them, they might be wrought to 
great advantage by fuch as underftood them beuer. 

IV. That it was very evident from the feveral voyages he had made, that there was 
nothing intolerable in thefe northern climates, and that it would be or great fervice to 
the nation to keep up a conftant fucceflion of enterprizes on this fide, fince it might be 
done with very little expence at firfi; would contribute to make thefe parts of the 
world better known, and fecure the advantages derived from them to the Englifh; 
whereas, if they were difcontinued or abandoned, other nations ,vould not fail to make 
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attempts of the like kind, and fo come, in procefs of time, to reap the fruits· of other 
men's labour. 

V. That the furs brought from thence were much efteemed, and. allowed ~o be 
richer and more valuable than any that came from Mufcovy ; and that If the fafhion of 
wearing them at court were encouraged, it might prove a means, when all ~thers failed, 
of promoting this commerce; for you know right well, moil honourable SIr, concludes 
he, that it is a great fecret in policy to make the follies of the extravagant, and the 
vanity of the ambitious, contribute to the maintenance of induftry; fa that even the 
vicious and the lazy, may of their own accord furni{h the rewards of labour and 
virtue. 

I {hall, hereafter, take occafion to {hew, that he has very wifely and fenfibly re
commended the propagating the Chriftian religion, as the moft proper means for ex
tending, as well as eftablifhing, our colonies, and rendering them highly beneficial. 
There is no quefl:ion that the fending a few preachers to convert any of thefe nations 
to Chrifl:ianity, would be a thing of greater confequence to this nation, than building 
many forts to fecure our commerce with favages; for thefe people would then live in 
towns, wear cloaths, cultivate their lands, and, inftead of deftroying and extirpating 
each other, as at prefent, they would live peaceably, and confequently grow daily more 
numerous; which would occafion fuch a confumption of our manufaCtures of all 
kinds, and fuch a return of their commodities, which is the only true and juft ftandard 
of trade, as neither fraud nor force can any other way attain. His refleCtions, with re
fpeCt to the expediency of keeping up this northern navigation, are highly fenfible, 
and it would have been much for our intereft, if, even at the public expence, they had 
been continued; for then Sir 10fiah Child would not have fet down this north fiiliery 
among the number of our loft trades, as he;: does with juft reafon. That our neigh
bours would be wifer in this refpeCt than ourfelves, was in itfelf a very {hrewd, and in 
faCt has proved a prophetic obfervation; for the Dutch and other nations ftill frequent 
Davis's Streights, which we have in a manner deferted, and employ thereby a vaft 
number of people at home, befides raifing annually fre{h fupplies of ikilful and well
feafoned feamen, which a maritime power ought to regard as a point of the higheft 
confequence, and in that vie\v ought to favour moft fuch branches of commerce as are 
known to contribute thereto, efpecially if they are not at a great diftance. With thefe 

. remarks we {hall difmifs this fubjeCt for the prefent, and, as the nature of our plan 
diret1s, proceed from thefe difcoveries in the moft northern parts of America, to the 
attempt made for fixing a fettlement more to the fouth than any we have yet ob
tained. 

1'1. The fpeaking of this fouthern fettlement brings us back to Sir Walter Ra
leigh, a gentleman whofe name muft often occur in all books that any way relate 
to Englifh hifl:ory, and whofe memory will be ever celebrated by fuch as can difl:in
guifh any kind of worth; for he had all, and excelled in all. Amon(Tft the refl:, the 
completeft courtier of his time, which perhaps drew upon him more ~nvy than all his 
other great qualities; and I am induced to think fa from the nature of thofe calum
nies by which he was moft hurt; for though deeply malicious, they were fa indiffer
ently forged., tha~ they could not bear. th~ leaft infpection; fa that notwithftanding 
they coft hIm hIS favour often, and hIS lIfe at laft, from the credulity of prince~, 
yet they never had any effect upon his reputation with wife men in his life-time, 
nor have injured his reputation in the leaft with pofterity. 

He was always ufeful to his country,. but moft fo when he had leaft credit at 
court. At fuch times he did not r~linquifh bufinefs to go and hide himfelf in 
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country retreats, and thence write pitiful letters and poems to fcrew himfelf again 
into the affeB:ions of the Queen his mifirefs, as fome other of her great men did, 
and which he could have done better than any of them; nor did he form in
trigues againfi her minifiers, and force himfelf into power and his foverei6n's pre
fence; but he took another road peculiar to, and worthy of Sir 'Valter Raleigh: 
he applied himfelf to contrive, and not to contrive only, but to execute, fuch great 
and glorious enterprizes, as raifed his fame fo high, that the whifpers of envy could be 
no longer heard; and, when the Queen recalled him to her favour, it never appeared 
as an aCt of grace, but as a fhoke of jufiice; fo that after thefe receires, he fhone at 
court with double lufhe, and his mifirefs, haughty as fhe was, could not help appear
ing upon thefe occafion:o proud of the poffeffion of fuch a man, and afhamed of his 
abfence. 

It was in one of thefe voluntary exiles that Sir Walter Raleigh executed a defign 
he had long meditated, I mean his expedition to Guiana, an expedition great in it
felf, though unfortunate in its confequences; formed upon the mofi noble princi
ples, and performed with equal valour and prudence, and in a word every \\"3y equal 
to the genius of its author, and, experience has fince fatally fhewn, fuperior to every 
genius but his. He faw, with regret, the plantation of Virginia abandoned, and he 
faw that the want of immediate profit was the caufe; he refolved therefore to firike 
out the means of fettling a new colony in. another part of America, which fhould 
be free from this inconvenience, and which fhould transfer the richefi produCts of 
that coulltry to the Englifh, if they had but courage and conduCt enough to fetch 
them. In order to this he inquired, with the greateR diligence, into the fiate of 
the country before mentioned; he fought from books and papers all the aiIifhnce 
that could be had of that kind; he drew from perf~nal informations, "'hich were 
more in his power than perhaps they ever were in any other man's, all the notices 
that they could give; but he drew the greatefi lights from his own profound know
ledge and extenfive experience. 

He was undoubtedly as well verfed in all parts of philofophy and natural hifiory, as 
any man of his time, and perhaps much better; for, befides all the knowledge which 
refults from reading, he had likewife a great praCtical ikill, whence, without doubt, 
arofe his confident belief, that this country of Guiana was the richefi in America, 
and by confequence, according to the opinion of thofe times, and indeed of thefe, 
the riche{t in the world. He did not go thither, therefore to fatisfy his own mind 
upon th;1.t head, but that he might furnifh himfelf with the means of fatisfying others; 
for he very well knew that it would haVE: been an idle and ridiculous thing in him to 
think of moving people to attempt a plantation merely by a rational and philo
fophical argument, which he knew few would be able to underfiand, and of thofe 
that did, many would oppofe his fentiments from pride, and more from prejudice. 
He chofe therefore to treat the riches and value of this noble country in the plainefi 
way, amI as a point of fact; and forefeeing that it would be objeCted, that if it 
were fo, and the faCts fo notorious as he reprefented it, the Spaniards would cer
tainly have fettled there, and not have left it to fall into the hands of any other 
nation; this induced him to draw up a very clear and fuccinCt account of the fe
\Tral methods nfed by the Spaniccrds to difcover and gain this country, which at 
once anf\ycred the objeCtion, and proved to fuch as had an high opinion of thl 
iudgmcnt formed by the Sp;llliards of the wealth and importance of thefe countries, 
:nat Guiana was one that deferved the highefi commendations. 

Thefe 
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There accounts of his are difperfcd through various pieces written by hil? upo,n 
this fubjetl:; but for the eafe of the reader, we fuall c,oHeLl: ct:1d range them 111 theIr 
natural order by which means they ,,,ill become a kmd of iuppL:111cnt to what 1-:33 
been already delivered of the Spanifh difcoveries and conquefl:s; thi.s being ~he fole 
reafon of our omittinr' them there, becaufe we forefaw the neceility of repeatmg, or 
at leaft of recapitulati~g, them here, for the fake of explainil;g ~ir \Valter Raleigh's 
expeditions, IN e have {hewn in that chapter how the M~rqu:s .rlz~rro overthrew the 
empire of the Incas, and made himfcl,f m~fter of an theIr t~rntones, and of 3. gre,at 
part of their treafures; and we have hkewlfe {hewn that thiS w,as fo fa:- from fat1s
fying his avarice and ambition, that he propofed to extend IllS conql,Iefts. beyond 
the limits of Peru, in order to penetrate into the heart of South Amenca, trom ,the 
hopes he had conceived of finding richer countries there than any he b ad yet met wlth, 

It was with this view that he ordered his brother Gonzz.lo, ".fter he had taken 
poffeffion of Quito, which was the laft conquefi of the Incas, to continue' his ex
peditions on that fide, though he was fenfrble that he could receive little I),' no 
affiftance from the informations of the natives; his brother 2.u,:cTd:ngly entered the 
province of Los Quixos; and after making himfelf mz,fter of that country, the 
people of which were downright barbarians in comparifon of thofe of Peru, he de
termined to pafs the high mountains which bound that province on the north, and 
affembled a great many Indians, and a good quantity of cattle for that purpofe; but 
when he had afcended half way up thefe mountains, he found that he had taken his 
meafures wrong, and that the cold was fo intenfe, that it would be impoffible' for 
him to profecute his march in that manner, He therefore quitted his cattle and the 
beft part of his baggage, refolving to make all the hafte he could into the plain 
countries on the other fide, and truft to the provifrons he might meet with there, 

Accordingly he defcended into the valley of Zumaque, which he found very plen
tiful, and in which therefore he refrefhed his forcE'S for two months, endeavouring 
then to continue his march northward; but finding the road extremely rough and 
mountainous, he turned direaIy eaft, in hopes of meeting with an e8fier paffage; 
this opened a way into a new province well peopled and very rich; the inhabitants 
of which were dreadfully amazed at the coming of the Spaniards amongft them, 
and indeed they very well might, for they behaved towards them in a manner bar
barous beyond expreffion; for Gonzalo Pizarro exercifed the greatefi cruelty ima
ginable on the inhabitants of thefe regions, infomuch that he gave men to be eaten 
alive by his dogs, This engaged all the natives to put themfelves in arms againfl: him, 
fo that he was obliged to encamp himfelf as in an enemy's country; and his cru
elties, together with the defpair he was in of ever being able to find what he was 
feeking after, had like to have put an end to his enterprize at once, He was en
camped on the bank of a river, which f\velled fo much in one night, that if the 
fentinels, who perceived the water was a-pace getting ground, had not warned them 
of their danger, they had been all drowned; but at the alarm they foon fecured 
themfel yes, by making towards the cottages of the wild people; and Pizarro re
folved to return to Zumaque, not knowing what other courfe to take, From thence 
he proceeded again with all his men, and after a march of four leagues he met 
with a great vilbge called Ampua, governed by a cazique, and found a great 
numher of the inhabitants in a pofiure of defence, expeCting their enemy; but there 
was another and greater obfiacle in his way than this cazique and all his troops, and 
that was a river fa wide and deep that he could have no thought of venturing to fwim 
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over it. He could therefore find no better expedient than to enter into a treaty 
with the people of the country, and to defire the help of their canoes to crofs 
this river. 

The cazique received this propofal with great civility, offered them what they 
aiked, and gave them as many of there little boats as they defired; and on this, 
Pizarro made him a return of a great many little Spani{h toys, by way of req 1 !it~,L 
This cazique having received advice of the ill treatment many of his neighbc~lrs had 
r.:::ceived from the Spaniards, thought of nothing more than how- to gt.'t rid of them, 
and to deliver himlelf from the danger of fuch bad gueil:s, endeayol1reQ to Il1;lke them 
believe there were great riches to be found among the people that (hyc!t UP!:l1 the 
river, fame days journey lower. Pizarro, by his aCtions and by his guL~(::" who 
were his interpreters, returned. him thJnks for his courtefy; but tlildir:' no ;l:):~ear
anc~ of thofe pretended riches, he returned to Zumaque vcry much di;Lli"iil_":{ '--'fi, b 
his expedition; however he h;\d too much courage to retire b2,ck to Qui! C' jtllt :[, 
he 'CI!:.l? He had a mind therefore to attempt fame great expl')!t, anu, by Lh,.: 
difcovery of fome other part, to render himidf a:,; confiderable as the l\~~Lrquis F:~:~l!"ro, 
his elder brother: he opened his mi:ld to FraEcis OrC'lbna, a geLlt1em~'.n of l'ruxillo 
in Spain, \"ho was come to join him in the 1',:lIey of Zurr::aque; alld, taving t<Jken 
one hundred effedive foldiers, and fome Indi;:!ns for guides and to carry Fovifions, 
he marched direCtlv to the eaft. 

Either the ig:wr~nce of his guides, or the hatred they bore him, engaged him 
in a country 'ell full of mouiitaills, fllrefts, and to~rLnts, [0 that he Y,'as cOllr~rained 
to make ways where he found none, and to open hi:l1j~lf" a p_liTage through the 
woods with hatchets, where none had ever gone be~', )[','. At L:-ngth, after muny 
days' march, he pi'~l ced through as far as th.:- province of Coca; the caziq ue of 
which province came to meet him, and offt'red him all (he accommodations the 
country afLJrded for his r,,,,frdhment; Gonz:tlo proll~il:cd bimfelf much from this 
kind entertainment, a~1:l :.ly the cdtJ(Ca_lce of his guides e:nc:rl'd intI) converfation with 
the cazique: he inform,::J him that tl~~' c')untry through which hL had p,dl~'d, which 
was fo full of mountains, forefl:s, 3.1td b:",c,l~s, W:IS ,lIt: only paffilge he could have 
taken to come thither, that ir W13 t.:':<:~re111~:j ditticllit to ge[ through it; but that if 
he wetS \villing to ef11b;,k on the river he faw bcfure lli,n, or to follow it by land, 
he mio-ht aifure hi:ld,-,lf, that abn;-i th.~ bIlks or- ::nn'~i,:,r river much greater than 
this, he {hould fioJ :l c~lUntry "hCluc:din;; with all thi;1::;S, whof~ inhabitants v;ere co~ 
vered with pbtes of goU. There 'cn:: no ned elf L1ying any thing more to Pizarl-o, 
to incite him to all r kind of t:l~terprize, Y,;1O v-eL:atly f,~j;t two of his guides to 
Zumaque, with orders to h:s of11:.: u r:; to C:)ljlt~ ,u'cl j,i1l him, who marchd imme~ 
diately; and furmounting all the diffic~il~~cs c,f tI.e '.1 elY, arrived much Lr;gut2,1, at 
the town of Coca. 

Pizarro having refted [):tle few days, afterward:; put them in batt}E~ befJre the 
cazique, who W,lS fa much tc['rirl,~J with th2In, t!ut he anuiTcd almoft all the pro
virIOns of his whole provil~c: to IP,,",C a pr",Cc,'t of the;l1 u) Pizano, that by this 
magnificence he might civilly ::tC(rl:' hi'11!'clf of his new acquz,intance, \-,J]lO was 
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troops ahw" the riv2r, he tn l:: hie; I: '.v'~'Jf the cazique, prefenting him with a fine 
fword, and "put hi'nfelf at the :1'':,:.d of h:s ~avtlry, :md follO\':cd the pleafant courfe of 
the river. This good.wey did nut 1:1rt It)ng, but th2Y had rivulets to hvim over, <lad 
were forced to march in uneven \'l,lT') ,1'1d foe t~lrty-three days, without fiilding 
any provi[ions, or any fords, or canoes by which to pafs the river. This lU:lg march 
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having mightily fatigued our travellers, they were flopped .by a very furprifing fight; 
the river was preifed by two rocks, and on each fide Its paifage, at no ~ore t.han 
twenty feet diflance from one another; and the water gomg through thIS ftrelg~t 
precipitated itfelf into a valley, and ma.de a leap of two hund:ed fathoms: here It 
was that Pizarro caufed that famous bridge to be made for hIS troops to pafs over, 
which is fo much boafted of by the Spaniili hiftorians. . 

But finding the way not at all better on the other fide, and the provifion grow
ing more and more fcarce every day, Pizarro refolved to make a brigantine, to carry 
by water all his fick men, provifions, baggage, and the gold which they had got 
amongft them. This was no fmall difficulty; but induftry and neceffity furmounted 
it, and the veifel being finiilied, Pizarro embarked ail in it that hindered his march, 
and gave the command of it to Francis Orellana, with fifty foldiers; giving him ex
prefs order not to part far from him, but to come every night to the camp. He 
obferved this order exaaIy, till his general, feeing all his men much pinched with 
hpnger, commanded him to go and feek fome provifions and cottages where his 
men might be refrellied. Orellana had no fooner received his orders, but he launched 
out into the middle of the river, and the rapidity of the {heam carried him as faft 
as he could willi, for he made above one hundred leagues in three days, without 
the ufe of either fails or oars. 

The current of Coca carried him into another river which was much larger, but not 
near fo fwift: he made his obfervations of it one whole day, and feeing that the 
farther he went down, the more the river widened; he made no doubt but this was 
that great river which had been fo often and in vain fought after. The joy he 
conceived at his good fortune, fo traniported him, that it made him quite forget 
himfelf, fO that dreaming only of the enjoyment of this good fuccefs, and trampling 
upon his duty, oath, fidelity, and gratitude, he had now nothing in view but to 
bring about the enterprize he was contriving. To this end he perfuaded his com
panions that the country was not the fame with that which their general had defcribed; 
that it had not that plenty the cazique had told him he iliould find at the joining 
of the two rivers; that they muft certainly float along farther, to find that pleafant 
and fertile country, where they might ftore themfelves with provifions; and befides 
that they all faw there was no likelihood of getting up this river again which they 
came down in three days, but as he believed, could not make the fame way back 
again in the fpace of a whole year; that it was much more reafonable to wait for 
their company on this new river; and that in the mean time it was neceifary for 
them to go and feek provifions. 

Thus concealing his defign, he hoill:ed fail; and abandoning himfelf to the wind, 
to his fortune, and to his refolution, he thought of nothing but purfuing the courfe 
of the river, till he iliould difcover it quite to the fea. His companions were amazed 
at the manner of his putting in execution the defign he had been propofing to them, 
and thought themfelves obliged to tell him, that he went beyond the orders of his 
g;eneral; and that in the extreme want he was in, they ought to carry him the 
lIttle provifions they could find; and that he had given fufficient evidence he had 
fome ill defign, becaufe he had negleCted to leave two canoes at the bank of the 
two rivers, as the general had appointed him, for his army to pafs over in. Thefe 
remonftrances were made chiefly by a Dominican friar named Gafpar de Carvajal, 
~~1d by a youn~ gentleman of Badajos in Spain, called Fernand Sanches 4e Vargas. 
I he confideranon they had for thefe two perfons, occafioned a divifion in the com
pany in this little veifel into two parties; and from words they were- like to have 
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fallen to blows, but that Orellana, fiifling their gratitude by his diffimulation, by fair 
protefiations, and great promifes, appeafed this diforder. 

By means of his friend he had in the veffel, he gained mofi of the foldiers that were 
againfi him to his fide; and feeing the two heads of the other party left almofi alone, 
he caufed Fernand Sanches de Vargas to be fet a!hore, leaving him quite alone, with
out viCtuals and without arms, in a difmal wildernefs; bounded, on one fide, with 
high mountains, and with a river on the other. He had more prudence than to treat 
the friar after the fame manner, yet he gave him to underfiand, that it was not for 
him to penetrate any more into the intentions of his commander, unlefs he had a mind 
to be feverely chafiifed. After this he continued his voyage; and the next day, being 
willing to know if he might depend upon all that were with him for the fucceis of his 
refolutions, he let them know that he afpired to a much higher pitch of dignity than 
what he might have obtained in the fervice of Pizarro: that he owed every thing to 
himfelf and to his king; and that his fortune having, as it were, led him by the hand 
to the greateft and mofi defirable difcovery that was ever made in the Indies, namely, 
the great river upon which they were failing; which coming out of Peru, and run
ning from weft to eafi, was the finefi channel in the New World, through which they 
might pafs from the fouthern to the northern fea; that he could not, without betray
ing them all, and without ravi!hing from them the fruits of their voyage and induftry, 
make others !hare in a favour which heaven had referved for them alone. By this 
means he eafily quieted thefe murmurs, and brought his men to have a !hare of that 
ambition which flamed in his own breaft. His neceffities forced him afhore for pro. 
vifions, and, as he did not take thefe with that gentlenefs and prudence that became 
him in a ftrange country; the natives unanimouily took up arms, and with great bold· 
nefs fell upon the Spaniards, who defended themfelves with much courage, and killed 
many of their antagonifts with their crofs-bows; and upon infpeCting their bodies, 
found that feveral of them were women; as indeed it was no uncommon thing for the 
Indian women, in that country, to fight by the fides of their hufbands; but our Spa
niard, having a romantic head, improved this flight incident into a formal hiftory of 
a great nation of Amazons, fettled upon this river: by which fable he overturned his 
great defign of beftowing his own name upon it, and thereby perpetuating the 
memory of his paffage; ·for from this ftory of his it received the name \yhich it ftill 
bears, and will always bear, of the river of Amazons. 

He took care, in the remaining part of his paffage, to behave with more prudence 
and mildnefs to the people he met with, among whom were many gentle, and even 
polite nations, as well as others fierce and warlike. In fine, he paffed quite down the 
river to the fea; and having coafted about a cape, now called the North Cape, which 
by the way is the name the French have beftowed on the country of Guiana, two hun. 
dred leagues from the ifland of Trinidada, he failed direCtly thither, and there bought 
a !hip to carry him to Spain; where he made fuch a report of the countries he had 
feen, to the Emperor Charles V. that he obtained as ample a cOl11l11iilion as he could 
defire; and, in the year 1549, failed with three !hips for the river of Amazons; but 
this fecond expedition was the very reverfe of the firft, as being unfortunate from the 
beginning; for a contagious diftemper, fpreading among his men, obliged him to quit 
two of his three !hips, and afterwards his company was fo reduced as to fail in a fmall 
bark, with which he propofed to profecute his difcovery; but being !hip wrecked on 
the coaft of the Caraccas, he there loft the refi of his men, and [oon after died him. 
felf on the ifland of St. Margaret, of downright defpair. 

The ill fuccefs of Orellana's voyage cooled the ardent defire the Spaniards had for 
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the difcovery of the river of ~mazons, and it. feen~ed quite exting~i!hed by the civil 
wars of Peru till the MarqUIs de Caguete, bemg vIceroy of that kmgdom, a gentle
man of Nava~re, named Peter de Orfua, who had always entertained thoughts worthy 
of his great courage, turned his defigns on this great river, and believed he ihould 
be more fortunate than Orellana. He prefented himfelf to the viceroy, and propofed 
his defigns to him, who, being; well. acquainted with his merit, comm~nded hi~ refo
lution; and was perfuaded that If fa dIfficult a matter ihould fucceed, It muft De by 
the conduCt of fa wife and brave a commander. Moil: of the gentry came to offer 
their fervice to Orfua, who was fo much in everyone's eil:eern, that there was no fol
dier fo old but would leave his retirement with pleafure, to ferve under fo excellent a 
general; he made choice of fuch amongil: them as were fit for his purpofe; and to 
carryon the famous conqueft he defigned, he made all neceiTary provifions, to which 
all the lords and inhabitants of the towns contributed "with a great deal of liberality, 
being well perfuaded that Oriua had qualities that well deferved to be obliged. 

He departed from Cufeo in 156o, with the acclamations and good wiihes of all the 
inhabitants of that place: he was attended with above feven hundred good foldiers, 
and with a confiderable number of good horfes. Being well verfed in the map of 
Peru, and having been for fome time laying the fcheme of his journey," he marched 
direCtly to the province of Mofilones tirft, to meet the liver Moyabamba, by which 
he was fure of entering into the river of Amazons. One would have hoped, an at
tempt fa wifely laid, and fo univerfally approved, ihould have had a happy iiTue, yet 
never was any projeCt more unfuccefsful; for Orfua had taken with him one Don 
Fernand de Gufman, a young man lately come from Spain, and another more ad
vanced in years, named Lopez d' Aguira of Bifcay, a little ill-favoured nian, whom he 
had made his enfign. Thefe two wretches fell in love with their general's lady, 
whofe name was Agnes, and who had accompanied her huiband in ~dl his travels; and 
thinking they had a favourable occafion to fatisfy their luft and ambition together, they 
engagad Orfua's troop to revolt, and aiTafIinated him. 

After the tragical faCt, the traitors who committed it, who to the number of {even 
or eight were in a il:riCt confederacy, eleCted Don Fernand de Gufman for their king, 
whofe mind was vain enough to receive that title which became him fo little; but he 
did not enjoy it long; for thofe very perfons that had given him the quality of king, 
gave him his death wound too; and D' Aguira fucceeded him; who made himfelf king, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of others. He gave all thofe he had gained to his 
party to underftand, that he intended to make himfelf mafter of Guiana, of Peru, and 
of the new kingdom of Grenada; and promifed them all the riches of thofe great 
kingdoms. His reign was fo bloody and barbarous, that the like tyranny was fcarce 
ever heard of in the world. Therefore the Spaniards, to this day, called him the 
tyrant. However, he commanded Orfua's veffels, and went do\vn the river Coca into 
Amazon, hoping to obtain one of thofe kingdoms, and to make a confiderable pro
grefs into it: but having entered the Amazon, he was not able tomail:er the current 
of it, and fo was conftrained to fuffer himfelf to be carried down to the mouth of the 
river above a thoufand leagues from the place where he embarked, and was driven into 
the great channel which goes to the North Cape, being the fame way Orellana had 
tak~n ~efore hi.m. Going out of the Amazon he came to t~e iiland of St. Margaret, 
whICh IS, to thIS day, called the Tyrant's Port. There he kIlled Don Irean de Villa 
Andrada, governor of the iiland, and Don John Sermiento his father. 

After their death, with the ailiftance of one John Burg, he made himfelf mafter of 
the iiland, plundered it entirely, and there committed unheard-of barbarities; he killed 

all 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 203 
all that oppofed him, and paffed from thence to Cumana, where he exercifed the fame 
cruelties. He, after that, defolated all thofe coafis that bear the name of Caraccas, 
and all the provinces along the rivers Venezuella and Bacho. He then came to St. 
Martha, where he put all to the fword, and entered the new kingdom of Grenada, 
defigning to march from thence through Quito into Peru. In this kingdom he was 
forced to a battle, in which he was utterly defeated and put to flight, and all ways 
being fiopped, when he found he mufi periili, he thereupon begun his tragedy with a 
fort of barbarity, without example. He had a daughter by his wife Mendoza, that 
had followed him in all his expeditions, and whom he loved entirely: daughter (faid 
he to her) I mufi kill thee; I defigned to have placed thee on a throne, but fince 
fortune oppofes it I am not willing thou iliouldfi live to fuifer the iliame of becoming 
a Dave to my enemies, and of being called the daughter of a tyrant and a traitor:
" Die my child, die by the hand of thy father, if thou haft not courage enough to 
die by thy own :"-She, furprized at this difcourfe, defired him, at leafi, to give her 
fome time to prepare for death, and to beg of God the pardon of her fins. This he 
granted, but, thinking her too tedious in her devotion, as ilie was praying upon her 
knees he iliot her through the body with a carbine; but having not killed her out
right, he fiuck his dagger into her heart, and ilie falling down at the firoke, cried, 
" Ah Father, it is enough." Soon after her death he was taken prifoner, and car·· 
ried to the ifland La Trindada, where he had a confiderable efiate. His procefs was 
made, and he condemned to be quartered. He was publicly executed; his houfes 
razed to the ground, and the places where they fiood fowed with faIt. 

I chafe to mention the attempts of the Spaniards to penetrate into this country 
on the fouth-fide, firfi; that I might end with thofe attempts made by the fame nation 
upon the north, by the great river Oronoco, or, as mof( of our EngIiili writers write 
it, after the French manner, Oronoque, by which alfo Sir 'Valter Raleigh made his 
attempt. The firfi perfon we read of who engaged in this defign of finding and 
making himfelf mafier of the inca's new city of Manoa, was Diego de Ordaca, who 
failed from Spain with a great force for this purpofe, in the year 153 I ; which, by the 
way, fhews how early this notion was taken up, and that it was not, as is commonly 
believed, invented by the Indians, to rid themfelves of Gonzalo Pizarro. This Diego 
de Ordaca, with fix hundred foot and thirty horfe, reached the Oronoco, where, by 
a feries of unlucky accidents, too long for us to relate, his expedition \vas totally 
ruined: yet one of thefe accidents proved the means (as the Spaniards pretend and 
believe) of making a full difcovery of this famous city; and the fiory is thus told :
\Vhen Ordaca came firfi upon this coafi, and anchored in the harbour of Morequito, 
his magazine of powder, by forne mifchance, blew up; and this being imputed to 
the careleifnefs of Juan Martinez, his mafier gunner, he was condemned to be iliot for 
it; but the feamen prevailed to have this puniiliment changed into his being put alone 
into a little canoe, with his arms only, and without any provifions, and fa committed 
to the mercy of the wind and waves. 

In this wretched condition he was found by fome of the Indians, or favages, who, 
having never feen a white man before, paifed him about from one place to another, till 
he came to the royal city of Manoa, where the King no fooner faw him than he knew 
him to be a Chrifiian and a Spaniard, for this happened but a very little after the Mar
quis Pizarro had defiroyed the empire of the inca's in Peru. This prince, however, 
received him civilly enough, though he was far from forgetting the cruelties exercifed 
by the Spaniards on his countrymen. He kept him feven months at Manoa; but in 
J.ll that time he was never fuffered to go without the city, or e\'en to p;l{S through the 
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fireets of it without a guard, and a cloth bound over his eyes. At the end of this 
fpace, when it was perceived that Martinez had acquired, in fome ~neafure,. the l.an
guage of the country, the King fent for him, and propofed tw<: thm&s to hIs chOIce, 
viz. either to remain with him as long as he lived, or to return mto hIs own country, 
and he chofe the latter; upon which the King fent him under a guard the ihorteft 
way to the river Oronoco; but, at the time he difmiifed him, he was pleafed to beftow 
on him as a mark of his favour, a confiderable quantity of gold, which, however, was 
taken f;om him by the favages on the frontiers, and by the Oronocopon~, a nation fo 
called from their living upon the banks of that great river. They left .hIm, however, 
two large bottles, in which they thought he kep~ his. drink, bu.t whIch wer~ .really 
filled with gold duft, and thefe he brought along wIth hIm. to the Iiland ?f Tnmdada, 
from whence he went afterwards to St. Juan de Puerto RICO, where he lIved for fome 
time, and from whence he intended to have procured a paifage to Spain; but being 
feized there with a mortal difeafe; after he had received the extreme unaion, and faw 
no hopes of life, he caufed his two bottles of gold to be brought, and the account he 
had written of his voyage: the gold he gave to the church for maifes to be fai.:! for 
his foul, and the relation of his voyage was entered at large, in the regifters of the 
chancery of St. Juan de Puerto Rico. , 

To this Martinez the Spaniih writers unanimou:f1y afcribe the difcovery of this 
famous city, which he fiiled Manoa el Dorada, or the Golden Manoa, on ~ccount of 
the prodigious quantities of that metal which he had feen there, in their palaces, tem
ples, and other public edifices, but more efpecially in their drunken feafts, of which 
he gave the following very flngular account :-that thofe who drank with the King 
were quite naked, and having their bodies rubbed over with a kind of thin gummy 
balfam, they were then powdered with gold-duft, fo as to be gilt from head to foot:
this relation, whether true or falfe, proved of very fatal confequence to the Spaniards, 
for it gave occaflon to (fome fay twenty, others fixty) feveral expeditions in fearch of 
this golden city, all of them with very indifferent fuccefs. Juan Cortez attempted it 
with thirty men, but neither he nor they ·were ever heard of more. Gafpar de Sylva, 
and his two brothers, failed with two hundred men, from the Canaries, to reinforce 
Diego de Ordaca; and, after taking a great deal of pains, to no purpofe, returned to 
the i:f1and of Trinidada, where they died. 

Another adventurer, in the fame way, was Don Pedro Hernandez de Serpa, who 
landed at Cumana, and afterwards marched by land on the banks of the Oronoco till 
he came to an Indian nation called Wikiri, who oppofed his further paifage, and at
tacked his men with fuch fury, that only eighteen of his Spaniards efcaped from the 
battle; yet this enterprife was of particular fervice to Sir \Valter; for it fell out 
that when Captain Amias Prefton took the city of St. Jago de Leon by fiorm, he 
made one of thefe adventurers prifoner, who gave him a large account of the vaft 
riches the Spaniards hoped to find in this country, which coming to the ears of Sir 
IV"alter Raleigh, induced him to make diligent and firia fearch into the original of 
this ftory, whence he came to collea a multitude of hiftories, relating to this matter of 
which we have given the reader only a few, that he might fee upon what grounds 
this expedition was undertaken, or rather what reafon Sir IN alter Raleigh thought 
fit to afIign for his voyage, in order to draw fuch an approbation of it as was ne
ceifary, from thofe whom nothing but a ihow of vaft and immediate profit could 
tempt; for, I muft confefs, it feems very doubtful to me, whether Sir \Valter Raleigh 
gave entire credit to thefe accounts, or not; but whatever his own opinion was, he 
had certainly a right to ufe them as popular arguments for promoting his defign, 
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fince no politician ever doubted that it is lawful to cheat men as well as children 
for their own good. But he took care to provide reafons of another nature, for 
men of other minds: he {hewed them that of all the countries in America, the 
moft profitable, the beft fituated, the eafieft planted, the moft defenfible, was Guiana. 
Thefe notes of excellency I have colleCl:ed from his writings upon this fubjeCl:, which 
are very artfully immethodical, and, under an apparent careleifnefs of ftile and order, 
are fo wrote, as to affeCl: the mind of the reader with an opinion, that he has made 
difcoveries in Sir Walter's treatife, by penetrating into thofe fecrets which he meant 
to conceal; while, alas! the true fecret is, that he meant thus to catch us, and 
make every man's underftanding revolt in his favour. 

It was neceifary, in his time, and more efpecially to him; and therefore his de
fign is as commendable as his execution is inimitable. But that he might proceed 
cautioufly in an affair of fuch importance, he fent before him one Captain Whid
don to take a view of the coaft, that he might be perfeCtly informed of the ftate 
things were then in, and thereby' become more able to take the proper meafurcs 
for overcoming thofe difficulties, which a man of lefs fagacity would have efteemed 
infuperable. This gentleman did his bufinefs effe Cl:u ally , though he met \vith fome 
obftruCl:ion from the force, and fuffered much greater inconveniences from the 
frauds of the Spaniards, who were at that time bent upon the fame defign, and 
labouring with the utmoft diligence to difcover and fecure this valuable country. 

Among other adventurers there was one Gonzales Ximenes de Cafada, a man of 
greater courage than good fortune; who, after having had a large {hare in the 
conqueft of New Grenada, attempted to penetrate into Guiana; but after a great 
expence, and incredible fatigue, to no purpofe, was obliged to return, difappointed 
indeed, but not in defpair. This gentleman had an only daughter, whom he 
married to Don Antonio de Berreo; to whom, with a large fortune, he bequeathed 
this expedition, taking from him an oath, that he would profecute the difcovery 
and conqueft of Guiana to the laft hour of his life. He, to fulfil this obli. 
gation, undertook this enterprize, with Jeven hundred horfe, attended by a vaft 
number of Indian flaves; but after marching five hundred leagues in purfuit of 
this projeCt, he was obliged to return, but brought with him from the frontiers 
of Guiana forty plates of gold, and many other valuable curiofities, fufficient to 
fortify him in his refo~ution not to abandon the defign. It was this Berreo that 
Captain ,V"hiddon had to deal with, and of whom he made a very bad report on his 
return. 

,V"hen Sir ,V"alter's project was ripe for execution, he was affifted by the Lord 
~'\dmiral Howard and Sir Robert Cecil, "fo that in the beginning of the year 1595 
he was ready to proceed; and it appears, from his relation, that he had in the 
whole five fhips. He does not tell us the name of his own, which he commanded 
in perfon; though as to the reft, he diftinguifhes them plain enough; fo that 
we perceive the Lion's Whelp, which was the Lord Admiral's, was commanded by 
Captain George Gifford; Captain Keymis had the command of a galego, befides 
a bark, which was committed to Captain Crofs, and another to Captain Calfield. 
The whole number of men in this fleet is not mentioned; but the feleCl: company of 
officers, gentlemen, and foldiers, he ufed in his difcoveries, exceeded not one 
hundred. 

Thus prepared he departed from Plymouth on the 6th of February following, 
and failed to the Grand Canaries, and fo to Tenerifi~ \\·here he waited awhile for the 
Lion's Whelp, and for Captain Amias Prefton. But this captain difappointed him, 

and 
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and went upon another adventu~e? which proved [orne difadvantage in the profecu~ion 
of his difcoveries. After waltmg feven or eIght days, to no purpofe, he faIled 
with his own {hip and a bark, commanded by Captain Crofs, to the il1and of Tri
nidada, where he arrived the 22d of March, and fpent a confiderable fpace of time 
in viewing that il1and, examining all its ports and ha~ens, and ev.en every: little 
creek with infinite care and exactnefs. The reafons whIch moved hIm to thIs f!:ay 
were 'two; the firf!:, that he might revenge himfelf upon Berreo for the injuries he 
had done Captain Whiddon's people, eight of whom he betrayed into his hands, 
and then ufed them barbarouf1y; the other was, that he might obtain fome account 
of the continent, and of the moft proper method for entering into Guiana, in both 
of which he fucceeded, in fpite of all the care the Spani{h governor could take to hin
der it. At laft, perceiving that the Spaniards were contriving meafures for his de
firuction, and knowing there could be nothing more fatal than to leave an enemy 
at his back, he refolved to make himfelf mafter of this place, which he knew 
would gain him the friendfhip, as well as fecure him the obedience, of the Indians, 
who by the Spaniards were moft cruelly oppreffed. Accordingly he fent Captain 
Calfield to attack the main-guard with fixty men, and following himfelf with forty 
more, reduced the town of St. Jofeph without much trouble. 

The inhabitants he fet at liberty, keeping only the governor and his Spaniards 
prifoners; and afterwards, at the requeft of the Indians, burnt the place; but thoufTh 
he gratified them in this refpect, yet, in all others, he acted towards his prifone~s, 
and more efpecially towards the governor, with fo much civility and kindnefs, that 
he drew from him a faithful account of all hi~ adventures in purfuit of the defign 
before mentioned. The fame day that Raleigh made his conqueft arrived Captain 
Gifford and Captain Keymis, and in their {hips divers gentlemen, and others, which 
to his little army was a great fuccour and folace. Then proceeding upon his dif
covery, Raleigh firft called all the chiefs of the il1and together, who were enemies 
to the Spaniards; for fome of them Berreo had brought out of other countries, and 
planted there to eat out and wafte the natives; then by the Indian interpreter, whom 
he carried out of England, he made them underftand, " He was the fervant of a 
Queen, who was the greateft cazique in the north, and a virgin, who had more ca
ziques under her comm~md than there were trees in that iiland; that {he was an 
enemy to the Caftelans, in regard of their tyranny .and 0I?preilion; and, having 
freed all the coafts of the northern world from theIr fervItude, had fent him to 
free them alfo; and withal, to defend the country of Guiana from their invafion 
and conqueft." Then he il1ewed them Her Majefty's picture, which they fa admired 
and honoured, that it had been eafy to have' made them idolatrous thereof. 

The like and larger fpeeches he made in a folemn manner to the refl: of the 
nations, both in his paifage to GUIana and to thofe of the borders, fa as in that 
part of the world the Queen of England's fame was diffufed with great admiration. 
This done, Raleigh returned to Curiapan; and though he had learnt of Ben"eo that 
Gui~na was fome hundred mpes further than the accounts he had received of Captain 
vVhIddon had reprefented It, he kept ,the knowledge thereof from his company, 
who he much feared :"ould have been dIfcouraged thereby from profecuting the dif
covery. When RaleIgh had further gathered from Berreo the proceedings of the 
paft adventurers and his, own, he tol~ him he was come upon the fame defign, and 
wa~ refolved to fee GUIana. Berreo ufed many arguments to diffuade him' as 
that he muft venture in very light and fmall boats, to pafs fo many dangerous' {hal
lows, and could not carry victuals enough above half the way; that none of the 

country 
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country would fpeak with him, and if he followed them would burn their towns; 
befides, the way was long, the winter at hand, and the rivers beginning to fweIl; 
but, above all, that the kings and lords who bordered upon Guiana, had decreed that 
none of them ihould trade with any Chriftians for gold, becaufe the fame would be 
their own overthrow. Raleigh, refolving however to make trial, directed his vice
admiral Captain Gifford and Captain Calfield to turn eaftward againft the mouth of 
the river Capuri, and gave them inftructions to enter at the edge of the fuoal, and 
upon the beft of the flood to thruft over, but they laboured in vain, nor did the flood 
continue fo long, but the water fell before they could pais the fands, though they 
ufed all the {kill and diligence they could. 

Then Raleigh fent one King, mafter of the Lion's ",,\Thelp, to try another branch, 
called Amana, if either of the fmall ihips would enter; but when he came to the 
mouth, he found it like the reft; after him went John Dowglas, who difcovered four 
fair entrances, but all fuoal and ihallow in the bays leading to them. In the mean 
time Raleigh, fearing the worft, caufed his carpenter to cut down an old galego 
boat, to fit her with banks for oars, and fo as ihe might draw but five feet. 
In this "Yent Raleigh with gentlemen and officers, to the number of threefcore; 
in the Lion's Whelp boat and wherry they carried twenty; Captain Calfield, in 
his wherry, carried ten; and a barge of Raleigh's ten more; this was all the means 
they h~d, having left their fhips at Curiapan, to carry a hundred men with weapons 
and provifions fOi' a month, expofed to all the extremes of the weather, all the 
hazards of the water, to lie open to the air, and upon hard boards by night in 
fiorms of rain, or under the burning fun by day, to fmell the wet clothes of fa 
many crowded together, the dreiling of their food, and that moftly ftale fiih, in the 
fame place, to be in fuch a labyrinth of rivers, in fuch a remote unkno\Vn region; 
what prifon could be more loathfome and unhealthy, what profpect more fear
ful and defolate? At firft fetting out they had twenty miles of a high fea to crofs 
in thefe crazy boats, fo that they were driven before the wind into the bottom of 
the bay of Guanipa, inhabited by inhuman cannibals, who fuot poifoned arrows, and 
from thence to enter one of the rivers of which Dowglas had brought tidings. 
After four days they got above the force of the tide, and might have wandered a 
year about, and never been able to extricate themfelves; in fuch a general con
fluence or rendezvous of ftreams were they now bewildered, and fa refembling one 
another, as not to be diftingui!hed, but imperceptibly circulating and driving them 
about into the fame place where they had been before, pailing between many iflands 
and ftraits, whofe borders \vere fo thickly arched and overfuadowed with trees, 
as bounded their fight to the breadth of the river and the length of the avenue, 
while the gloominefs of the profpect added horror to the loathfomenefs of the places 
in which they were confined. 

At length, on the zzd of May 1595, they fell into a river, which, becaufe it had 
no name, they called the Red Crofs River, thefe being the firO: ChriO:ians who 
ever entered the fame: when they drew into a creek, which led to a town upon this 
river, their Indian pilot, named Ferdinando, landing, was fet upon by ;lis countrymen, 
who hunted him with dogs; whereupon Raleigh feized an old man pailing that 
way, and threatened to cut off his head, if he did not procure his pilot's libe;:ty; 
but he, by his agility, foon efcaped them, and fwam to Raleigh's barge; however, 
they kept" the ol~ man, and uied him ki~1dly, affuring themfelv~s of ufeful inform~
tion from a natIve, fo long converfant m thofe parts. And mdeed, but for thIS 
accident, they had never found their way forward to the country they fought, 
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nor back to that where their :lhips lay; the old man himfelf being often in the 
utmoft perplexity which river to take, fo numerous and. intricate. they were. The 
people who inhabit the countries at the mouth of thIs great rIver ~ are compre
hended under the general name of Tivitivas, a bold and hardy rac~ of people? w~o 
know the value of liberty, and have courage enough to defend It: they lIve III 

houfes during the fummer, or dry feafon, but in the. wet or winter months theX 
live in little huts, which are built upon trees, a thmg common enough on thIS 
coaft and even in the Eaft Indies, where the countries are excefiively wet. 

After this, Raleigh's barge ran a-ground, and that with fuch force, that it did not 
feem very probable they fhould be ~ble to get her off; fo that the difcovery feemed 
at a ftand; but on the fourth day after this accident happened they fet her on float, 
and, ftriking into the Amana, one of the nob left branches of the Oronoco, they 
continued their voyage, but with incredible fatigue. As they were now within 
five degrees of the Line, Sir Waiter was forced to keep up their fpirils by directing 
his pilots to give them hopes from time to time that their labours would foon have 
an end. At length the old Indian pilot they had on board, perceiving that their 
provifions were quite exhaufted, and that they were in danger of peri:lhing with
out an immediate fupply, told them that if they would venture up a river on their 
right hand, he would bring them to a town where they might be fure of re
frefhments, and be able to return before night. Sir Walter took him at his 
word, and went immediately into his boat with eight mulketeers, followed by the 
Captains Gifford and Cal field in their wherries, with eight men a-piece. But it 
appeared that the Indian pilot had learned Sir Walter'~ art, for they not only rowed 
all day, but all night, without feeing any town, and a lefs prudent captain than he 
would have been tempted to have punifhed the pilot for giving them falfe hopes. 
Yet about one the next morning they reached this long expected town, and ob
tained thofe fupplies of which they' ftood fo much in need. In the mean time the 
company in the galley manned out a boat in fearch of them, but next day they 
returned and continued their courfe. After they had made this hungry and ha
zardous voyage for fourfcore miles in that river, which, befides other firange fifhes 
of marvellous bigne[s, abounded with crocodiles, whence the people named it the 
river of Lagarti8, Raleigh had a very proper young negro attending upon him in 
his galley, who, leaping out to [wim in the mouth of this river, was in the fight 
of them all inftantly devoured by one of thefe amphibious animals. 

Not long after, being again in want of victuals, they took two canoes laden with 
excellent bread, being run afhore by the Indians in them, called Arwaycas, 
who fled to hide themfelves in the woods, fearing, through the prepoifeffions of the 
Spaniards, that Raleigh and his company were cannibals. Raleigh, purfuing them 
in hopes of fame intelligence, found, as he was creeping through the bufhes, a re
finer's balket; in which were quickfilver, fait-petre, and divers other materials for 
the trial of metals, and alto the dufi of fame are that had been refined. But in 
two ~ther canoes that efcaped them, t?ey heard of a good quantity of ore and gold. 
RaleIgh then landed more men, and offered five hundred pounds to any of his foldiers 
who fhould take one of the Spaniards. He found the Arwaycas hidden in the woods, 
who had. bee~ pilots t~ the Spaniards, of which Raleigh kept the chief for his pilot, 
and carne~ hIm to GUIana; by whom he underfiood in what parts the Spaniards 
laboured tor gold, which he divulged to two of his company, knowing both the 
f~afon of the year a~~ oth~r cOlWeni~nces would be wanting to work any mine 
hm1felf. After recrt.utmg hIS people WIth wholefome refrefhments, he continued his 
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voyage: the men feemed now quite as well pleafed as their commander had been 
from the beginning, and of their own accord offered to go as far as he would; 
fo that on the fifteenth day from their leaving their {hips he entered the great 
river Oronoco, and had an opportunity of fatisfying himfelf as to the number and 
names of the Indian nations that inhabited both fides of it. 

After having pa{fed the mountain Aio, and a great Wand which he mentions, 
he reached on the fifth day of his entering the great river aforefaid, as high as 
the province of Aromaia, and anchoring at the port of Morequito, which is full 
three hundred miles within the land, upon the faid great river Oronoco, he fent a 
meifenger to the old king of Aramaia, named Topiowary, who came the next day before 
noon on foot from his houfe, and returned the fame evening, being twenty-eight miles 
backwards and forwards, though himfelf was one hundred and ten years of age. He 
had many attendants of both fexes, who came alfo to wonder at the Engli!h, and 
brought them great plenty of fle!h and fifh, with divers fort of fruits. When the old 
king had refrefhed himfelf "awhile in the tent, which Raleigh had caufed to be 
pitched for him, they entered by the interpreter into difcourfe about the murder 
of Morequito his predeceifor, and the other barbarities of the Spaniards. Then 
Raleigh acquainted him with the caufe of his coming thither, whofe fervant he 
was, and that it was his Queen's pleafure he fhould undertak.e this voyage for their 
defence, and to deliver them from the tyranny of the Spaniards, dilating at large 
(as he had done before at Trinidada) on Her Majefiy's power, her jufiice, and 
her clemency towards all oppreifed nations; all which being with great reverence 
and attention received, he began to found the old man touching Guiana, as what 
fort of commonwealth it was; how governed; of what firength and policy; of what 
extent; with whom in' alliance or enmity; lafily, the difiance and way to enter the 
heart of the country. The King gave fuch an ample and perfeCt account of thefe 
particulars, that Raleigh wondered to find a man of fuch gravity, judgment, and 
good difcourfe, without the help of learning 6r breeding. 

After his departure Raleigh failed wefiward to view the famous river Caroli, both 
becaufe it was fo wonderful in itfelf, and led to the firongefi nations of all the 
frontiers, who were enemies to the Epuremei, fubjeCts to the Inca or Emperor of 
Guiana, and Manoa: even when he was !hort of it, or lower down than the port 
of Morequito, he heard the roaring falls of this river; but when he entered it 
with his barge and wherries, thinking to have gone up fome forty miles to the 
Cafiagotos, he was not able, with a barge of eight oars, to row one fione's-throw 
in an hour, and yet the river is as broad as the Thames at Woolwich. Therefore 
encamping on the banks, he fent off an Indian to acquaint the nation upon the river 
of his arrival and his purpofe, and that he defired to fee the lords of Can uri, 
who dwelt in that province. Then one of the princes came down, named Wanu
retona, with many of his people, and brought greatfl:ore of provifions, as the 
refi had done. By him Raleigh found the Carolians were not only enemies to 
the Spaniards, but mofi of all to the Epuremei, who abounded in gold; and that 
there were three mighty nations at the head of that river which would join them 
againfi them; he was further informed by one Captain George whom he had taken 
with Berreo, that near the banks of this river there was a great filver mine, 
but the rivers were now all fo rifen, that it was not pofIible for the firength of men, with 
any boat, to row againfi the fiream. Therefore he difpatched a party of between 
thirty and forty to coaft the river by land, while himfelf, with a few officers and 
half a dozen fhot, marched over land to view the firange and wonderful on'!', 
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falls of the faid rivet Caroli, which roared at fucha diftance, and the plains adjoining, 
with the reft of the province of Canuri. 

When they had got to the top of the firft hills, overlook~ng the rive~, they. beheld 
that prodigious breach of water which poured down Caroh, and how It ran In three 
ftreams for twenty miles together; no lefs than ten or a dozen of the fteep cataraCts 
appeared in fight, each as high above the other as a church tower, whIch rufhed 
down with fuch violence, that the very rebound of the waters made the place feem as 
if it had been all over covered with a great fhower of rain; and in fome places 
they took it at firft for a thick fmoak which had rifen out of fome great town, till 
they drew nearer down in the valley to this thunder of waters, where they better dif
cerned and diftinguifhed the effeCts of it. And here Raleigh fays he never faw a 
more beautiful country, nor more lively profpeCts; the hills fa raifed up and down 
about the valleys; the waters winding into fuch various branches; the plains fo clear 
of brufh and fhrub, and covered all with fair green grafs; the ground of hard fand, 
and eafy for the march either for horfe or foot; the deer croiling in every path; 
the birds towards the evening finging on every tree a thoufand feveral tunes, with 
cranes and herons, of white, crimfon and carnation, perched along the river-banks; 
the air refrefhed with gentle eafterly breezes, and every ftone they ftooped to take 
up, promifing either gold or filver by its complexion. His company, at their re
turn, brought feveral of thofe ftones home, which they rather found coloured out
wardly like gold, than any of that metal fixed in them; for thofe who had leaft 
judgment or experience, kept only fuch as glittered, and would not be perfuaded 
but they were rich, becaufe they fhone; and thereby bred an opinion that all the 
reft were no better. Yet fame of thofe ftones Raleigh ihewed afterwards to a Spa
niard of the Caraccas, who told him it was El Madre del Oro, that is, the Mother of 
Gold, and that the mine was farther in the ground: he received alfo many other 
informations from thefe people, fome of which, however, feemed to border upon 
thofe fabulous accounts delivered by antiquity, but always fufpeCted by men of fenfe; 
which Raleigh reports, but with due caution. 

While he lay at anchor near the banks of the Caroli, he fpared no pains that were 
requifite to gain a thorough knowledge of the names and manners of the feveral Indian 
nations that lay farther within the country, which \-vas all_. in that refpect, left in his 
power; there being many reafons which rendered his farther ftay improper, and his 
return to his fleet a point of abfolute necef1ity; for he had been now abfent above a 
month, had wandered in that fpace above four hundred miles from the fea coafts ; and 
befides the winter was coming on very fnH:, and the greater river began to rife. Be
fides all this they had no inftruments with them to open mines; and if they ad
vanced farther, were to act againft a numerous, civilized, and warlike people; fo that, 
having done more with a handful of people, and that too in fewer days than the 
Spaniards had been years in fearching for this country, he very wifely refolved to 
fubmit to n~ceffity, and feek the ihorteft way back to his fhips. Yet as he re
turned to the eaft, he fpent fome time in difcovering the river towardtoJ the fea, 
which he had not furveyed, and which he thought alfo neceifary to do; in a day's 
time he arrived again at the port of Morequito; for, gliding down the ftream, he 
went without labour, though againft the wind, little lefs than one hundred miles a 
day; when he came to anchor, he was very defirous of farther conference with old 
Topiowary, who foon came with a multitude of his people flocking down to Raleigh's 
tent upon the ihore, loaded with prefents. 

When the old King was refreilied, and the croud retired, Raleigh, by his interpreter, 
I I entered 
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entered into a long conference with him, telling him, that as both the Epuremei and 
the Spaniards were his enemies, the one having conquered Guiana already, and the 
other endeavoured to get it from both, he defired to be infl:ructed, both in the beft 
way to the goldeli parts of Guiana, and the civilized towns of the Inca. The King 
anfwered, he could not perceive Raleigh meant to proceed to the great city of 
Manoa, becaufe neither the feafon of the year, nor the fl:rength of his company, 
would enable him; for he remembered that in the plains of Maqureguarai, the firfl: 
town of Guiana, where all the gold plates were made which were fcattered over the 
neighbouring nations, and above four days journey from his own, three hundred Spa
niards were defl:royed who had no friends among the borderers; he therefore advifed 
Raleigh never to invade the fl:rong parts of Guiana without' the help of all thofe na
tions which were their enemies. Raleigh afked, if he thought the company he had 
with him were fufficient to take that town? The King thought they were, and of
fered to affifl: him with all his borderers, if he would leave him a guard of fifty men 
upon his departure. 

But Raleigh, knowing if they ihould efcape the Guianians, the Spaniards, expect
ing fupplies, would repay upon him his treatment at Trinidada, very plaufibly excufed 
himfelf. Hereupon the King defired he would forbear him and his country at this 
time; for if the Epuremei {hould know he had given Raleigh any aid or intelligence, 
he ihould foon be overrun by them, nor could he avoid the Spaniards if they {hould 
return, who had before led him, feventeen days, in a chain like a dog, till he paid a 
hundred plates of gold and feveral chains of fpleen-fl:ones, for his ranfom; but if Ra
leigh would return in due feafon next year, he would engage all the borderers in the 
enterprize; for that he could not more defire to make himfelf mafl:er of Guiana, than 
they to affiO: him, having been plundered in their wars by the Epuremei, of their 
women, whom to recover, they would willingly renew the war, without hopes of far
fher profit; for the old King complained of it as a matter of grievous reO:raint, that 
now they were confined to three or four wives apiece, who were wont to enjoy ten or 
a dozen, while the lords of their enemies had no lefs than fifty or a hundred; but they 
feem to have had a political reafon for this recovery, to fl:rengthen their alliance, and 
increafe their forces; thofe frontiers having been much depopulated, between the fub
jects of the Inca and the Spaniards. 

Raleigh, after farther confultation, finding it abfolutely improper either to leave 
any of his company, or to attempt war upon the Epuremei till the next year, ap
plied himfelf now, only to learn how thofe people wrought thofe plates of gold, which 
were difperfed about, and how they divided it from the fl:one. The King told him, 
that moO: of their plates and images were not fevered from the ftone; but that, on the 
lake of Manoa, and many other rivers thereabouts, they gathered the perfect grains of 
gold, and, mingling a proportion of copper, the better to work it, put it in a great 
earthen pot, under which they increafed the fire by the breath of men through long 
canes faftened to the holes under the faid pot, till the metal diffolved, which then they 
cafl: into moulds of fl:one and clay, and fo made thefe plates and images; whereof 
Raleigh brought two forts into England, more to {hew the manner of them, than the 
value; for he gave more pieces of gold of the twenty {hilling coin, with the Queen's 
effigy upon them, among thefe people, to wear in honour of Her Majefty, and to en
gage them in her fervice, than he received, fo little did he make his defign of gold 
known to them. He brought away with him, however, various famples both of the 
fpar and of the ore, which were futUcient to juftify his reports of the riches of this 
.country; and he likewife brought with him the highefl: tefl:imony that could well 

E E ~ be 



212 DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEl\lE:\TS 

be given him of the fincere love and entire confidence of th~ nati~es, fince old Topio
wari, one of the wifell:, and none of the leafl powerful, prmce~ m tha~ country, fent 
over his own fan Cayworaco into England, where he .was baptIzed. wIth .muc~ cere
mony by the name of Gualtero. On the other hand, SIr Walter lett behmd hIm, at 
their own requefl, two of his company, viz. Francis Sperry who was an excellent 
drC1ftfman, and undertook to defcribe, as he did, all the country very exaaIy; and 
Hugh Goodwin, a boy who waited upon Sir Walter, and who was to learn the lan
guages of the Indian nations, which he did to great perfeCtion, but was unfortunately 
devoured by a wild beafl. 

After this, a cacique whofe name was Putoma, and another whofe name was 
Warapana, offered to conduCt him to a gold mine, which they accordingly per
formed; but the weather being extremely bad, Sir Walter was defirous to make as 
much hafle back as it WqS pof1ible to his fhips, which he accordingly did; but whe~ 
he found himfelf on the fea coafl, and in a manner at the end of his labours, he met 
with a mofl dreadful and dangerous florm, \V hich drove them almofl to their wits-end; 
and at length, in a dark nip-ht, and in the midfl of the tempefl, he quitted his 
galley, which he found am~ngfl fhoals and fands, and in his boat thrufl out to fea, 
with fo much good fortune, however, that the next morning, by nine o'clock, they had 
fight of the ifland of Trinidada, and rowing cautioufly under the fhore, arrived fafely 
at Curiapan, where their veffels lay at anchor. In all this tedious and furprifing expe
dition, wherein they went through fuch a variety of dangers, being always alike ex
pofed to the feverities of the weather, and to the attempts of their enemies, abfolutely 
wanting mofl of the conveniencies, and frequently even the neceffaries of life, except 
the negro devoured by the crocodile, he lofl not fa much as a fingle man, which 
amazed the Spanifh governor Berreo to the highefl degree, who openly profeffed 
his admiration of Sir Walter's conduCt and courage, which fo vifibly furpaffed thofe 
of all the Spanifh captains employed in this fervice, from Orellana down to himfelf. 

After a fhort flay, to put his little fquadron in order, he failed from Trinidada 
on his return to England, and in his paffage home, landed and burnt feveral of the 
Spanifh towns upon the coafl; and on the 13th of July he met with Captain Preflon, 
under Cape St. Antonio, in the ifland of Cuba; and on the 20th of the fame month 
purfued his voyage to England, where he fafely arrived, his expedition being exceed
ingly applauded, in profe and verfe, by all the reputed wits of thofe times. 

But it was not long before thofe who envied Raleigh began to circulate new 
calumnies, framed on purpofe to depreciate his difcovery. It is of feme confequence, 
even at this day, to examine and expofe thefe lying flories, becaufe they have mofl 
unaccountably found fo great credit with the generality of mankind, that though they 
commend Sir Walter's defign, as fuppofing it againfl the Spaniards, yet they queflion 
his veracity with regard to the produce, value, and expediency of fettling Guiana, 
which is the reafon (at leafl it ought fo to be) why it was not afterw<:rds attempted, 
when t~e importance of plantations were better underflood. The firfl fuggefiion was, 
that thIS was a favourite fcheme, perhaps a pleafing vifion of Sir Walter Raleigh's; 
and there was no reafon to yield implicit credit to any man's dreams, how wife and 
le~rned foever. It is really firange, how far fuch fooliih infinuations as thefe pre
VaIl, and how bafely mankind repay the greatefi fervices that can be done them. 
When Colon opened his fcheme in Portugal, it was reputed a mere fancy and a 
contrivance to gain employment; when Faufius invented printing, he was treated by 
fo~e as a conjurer, and by others the art was condemned as prejudicial to the book
fCrIveners; and at the time Harvey taught the circulation of the blood, he was almoft 
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generally run down; and that, according to the phyficians of thofe times was treated 
as a ridiculous fiCtion, which is now regarded as the very foundation of the art of phyfic. 
The truth feems to be, that what is pervaded and clearly comprehended by a firft-rate 
genius, is a mere cloud, vifion, or airy appearance, in the judgment of common men, 
who, either really forgetting, or affeCting not to diftinguifh, this difference in capacities, 
would have their judgments take place, and the ignorance of the many rather reputed 
wifdom than the fentiments of a fingle man; and thus, between folly and arrogance, 
the advantages which might be drawn from fuch high and rare fpirits, if due diftinc
tion were made, are abfolutely loft, and the difco\'eries in the world of fcience (always 
achieved by fueh men) poftponed for ages. Sir Walter Raleigh was aware of this, 
which induced him to take fo much pains in tracing the knowledge of the Spaniards, 
and in making what they knew, and had endeavoured on this fubjeCt, public, by which 
he thought he plainly proved this was no invention of his, but only an improvement 
on the notions of other men. He obferved likewife, that the French, at the very time 
he attempted it, had a view to this difcovery; and, it is very certain, that fince his 
time, Count Pagan recommended fuch a fettlement to Cardinal Richelieu, fo that the 
calling this a whim of Sir Walter's, as many did then, who are believed; now is to 
talk childifhly and ignorantly on a very important fubjeCt .. 

The next infinuation was, that there was no fuch thing as gold duft, gold plates, 
or gold mines there, but that all was mere invention, calculated to recommend the 
projeCt. To this Sir Walter oppofed three reafons, each of which was a fair and 
full anfwer, and indeed wholly deftroyed the objeCtion. For firft, he fhewed from 
the fituation, it was impoffible this country fhould not be rich, as having New Grenada 
on one fide, Peru at its back, and in that climate which affords the richeft mines of 
gold and filver in America; to which, we may add, the difcovery of the Brazil trea
fures unknown in his age. He next pleaded the authority of the Spaniards; and that 
with refpeCt, not to opinions only, but as to faCts; for he annexes to his voyage cer
tificates of confiderable quantities of gold, which they had drawn from that country, 
and which made them fo eager to difcover it fully. This too has been confirmed by 
Father D' Acughna, and other writers, fince his days, who very pofitively maintain the 
very fame thing. He lafl:ly urges his own aCtual experience, producing very ample 
fpecimens of gold ore from thence. Upon fome doubt whether the fiones by him 
produced were gold ore or not, he caufed them to be examined by refiners. From 
fome, Mr. Weftwood, who lived in Wood-fireet. drew at the rate of twelve or thir
teen thoufand pounds a ton; fome, tried by Melfrs. Bulmar and Dimock, held after 
the rate of twenty-three thoufand pounds a ton, and fome, examined by Mr. Palmer, 
comptroller of the mint, and Mr. Dimock, held almoft twenty-feven thoufand pounds 
in a ton. Yet after all this, another queftion was ftarted, whether Raleigh did not 
carry this gold from Africa as well as bring it from Guiana; to which he anfwered, 
that from the very mines in that country, he helped to dig it himfelf, though with no 
fitter infirument than his dagger. 

Another head of calumny was, that he chiefly aimed at attacking and plundering 
the Spanifh towns upon the coafts; and that thefe were in reality Raleigh's gold 
mines in Guiana. But this was fo far from the truth, that one principal reafon, 
which Sir Walter affigns for fixing here, was, that the Catholic King had neither any 
right to, or polfefiion of, this country. It is alfo moft evident from Sir Walter's 
own accounts, that, except at San 10feph in Trinadada, he took nothing in the places 
which he plundered in that country, and from this very infiance he recommends 
planting rather than privateering. On the whole, therefore, this affair has been mif-
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taken from firft to laft: Sir Walter's propofal was wife and well-founded; his defcrip
tion of this country true and very exact, his expeB:ations, though fanguine, p~rfe8:ly 
well grounded; and his own voyage a velJ pregnan.t proof that. fuch an .eftabl~ihme~t 
is highly praB:icable. If any ihould enqUlre what VIews I have In la~ourmg thIS tO~}lC 
fo much, I ihall fairly anfwer, many: I thought the nature of my fubJeB: led me to It; 
I conceived that Sir Walter's memory demanded this piece of juftice; and I remem
bered that we are at war with Spain, Guiana ftill unfettled; and that we may, as the 
phrafe once was, " take and hold." 

15. We are now to fpeak briefly of fuch other tranfaB:ions under the reign of this 
great Princefs, as may contribute to explain fome paffages in this chapter, and fet what 
follows in a clear light. She encouraged privateers immediately after her coming to 
the crown, as the moft effeB:.ual means of raifing a fleet in a ihort time; but when fhe 
found this end anfwered, ihe brought that praB:ice under due regu...J.ations. She was 
extremely careful in giving all pollible encouragement for difcoveries, and it was with 
this view that ihe promoted, as we {hall fee hereafter, feveral enterpizes for finding out 
a paffage to the Eaff Indies, by the north-eaft and by the north-weft. The Rullia 
trade fhe encouraged; and her conduB: in refpeB: to that nation was fuch as raifed her 
credit in thofe parts of the world, to the high eft degree that can be imagined. The 
King of Sweden was fo charmed with what fame reported of the Queen, that he pqt 
himfelf into the number of thofe who were fuitors to her for marriage. The King of 
Demark aiked her leave to tranfport com through the narrow feas, which, to ihew her 
dominion over them, ihe once refufed; and the Hanfe Towns having prefumed to fend 
a fleet through them without her leave, ihe feized and confifcated their {hips; as for 
the Dutch, they more than once offered to fubmit themfelves to her government, and 
in the moft public manner acknowledged that they owed the recovery of their liberty 
to her fuccour and proteB:ion; but ihe was wife enough to forefee, that as they grew 
in power they might alter their notions, and ihe took care to provide againft this, by 
procuring the keys of Holland and Zealand to be put into her hands, by which means 
ihe was able to lock up their commerce, and naval force, at her pleafure. 

She kept France in great awe, even when it was governed by Henry IV., the wifeft, 
braveft, and beft monarch of the houfe of Bourbon. She ruined the naval power of 
Spain, then the moft formidable in Europe, and under the direB:ion of a Prince whofe 
abilities were equal to every thing but his ambition: fhe encouraged expeditions to the 
Weft Indies, as long as they proved beneficial to her fubjeB:s; and when they ap
peared to be no longer fo, ihe very prudently reftrained them. It was under her 
reign, that the Englifh firft attempted the paffage into the South Seas by the 
Streights of Magellan; which proved of great confequence, not only in that part 
of the world, but alfo in opening a way to the Eaft Indies, as we have already 
ihewn in the former parts of this work, to which thofe paffages properly belonged. 

She brought, by affording the means of employing them, the building of ihips 
into ufe, and by degrees to great perfeB:ion, which was of infinite benefit to the na
tion, and at the fame time delivered us from the heavy inconvenience of hiring veffels 
from foreigners whenever the public occafions demanded a large fleet; but moft of 
thefe things (though incident to my purpoFe) have been already infifted on by others, 
and therefore I am content barely to mentIon them, that I may have room to mention 
fome other things of no lefs importance, though not fa much attended to. We have 
ihewn how wretched a fituation things were in at the beginning of her reign, and how 
fuddenly and how effeB:ually ihe changed the face of our affairs; and we have in fome 
meafure pointed out the manner in which this was done; but there remain fame 
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other points worthy the reader's confideration, which I {ball next handle with all 
imaginable brevity. 

Queen Elizabeth taught all her fubjeers indufl:ry and application by her perfonal 
conduer; {he was confl:antly attentive to every branch of her government; knew ex
amy what was done, what might be done, and what was omitted; {be underfiood 
mofi things herfelf, and what {be did not underfiand, {be committed to the in
fpeerion of fuch as were reputed to be beft acquainted with them; {be was 
flow in refolving, and quick in execution; {be heard all that could be faid for, or 
againfi, Sir Francis Drake, before {be went on board his {bip, or gave him any pub
lic marks of her favour; but afterwards {be would never permit his conduer to be 
cenfured. 

She was fparing' in her honours, becaufe {be was refolved to ufe them as re
wards; and {he knew that in order to this it was requifite they {bould not become 
cheap; fhe never employed any but capable minifiers; for {be had men for {bew 
and men for fervice; and in nothing demonfirated her great capacity more than 
in .her choice of fervants. Secretary Walfingham, and after him Secretary Cecil, 
had the department of the marine, and both underfiood it well, fo that who
ever applied to them, was to make out the reafon and probability, as well as the pro
fitablenefs of his projeer. This produced the many excellent pieces \l'hich are pre
ferved in Hackluit, particularly Sir Humphrey Gilbert's difcourfe of the north-weft 
paffage, Sir George Peacham's benefits of Wefiern planting, with Mr. Harriot's ac
count of Virginia, and many fuch things. By this means a fpirit of ufeful know
ledge was promoted and kept up; all things were thoroughly fifted before encou
ragement was given, and due regard had to what fucceeded, to what did not, and 
to the reafon and caufes of both. 

She took fame {hare of mofi expeditions of confequence, as well to keep up the 
fpirits of thofe concerned, as in cafe any good prizes were made, that the public might 
have its part, in which we find her always firia, and fometimes a little fevere: 
but with all her frugality and good management in this refpeCt, {he found war 
an expenfive and ruinous thing, which demanded confiant and great fupplies, bring
ing in but flowly and inconfiderably. She was the better able to difcern this, be
caufe {he took care to have the treafury books as regularly kept as thofe of a merchant, 
whence {he was very well able to tell how far her revenues anfwered her expences, 
in what articles her exceffes were incurred, and even the lofs and gain on par
ticular expeditions; as for infiance, that of Cadiz, or Cales, reputed the mofi for
tunate in her long reign, which neverthelefs cofi fixty-four thoufand pounds more than 
it brought in. The balance, in this refpeCt was always againfi her, notwithfianding 
the vafi found her prizes made in the world; for according to a minute of an account 
made up by the famous Lord treafurer Burleigh, from the thirtieth to the thirty-fourth 
year of her government, it appears, that the bare expence of the navy amounted to two 
h.undred feventy-five thoufand, feven hundred and fixty-one pounds, and all received 
by prizes within thofe years, which were the mofi profperous in that refpeCt of 
the whole Spani!h war, came to no more than flXty-four thoufand and forty-four 
pounds. 

Yet, confidering what mifchief was done the enemy, how much his commerce 
was embarraffed, his merchants ruined, his credit leffened, and his power decreafed, 
there was no great caufe to repine; and in truth, we no where find the Queen did 
fa, but !he always endeavoured to put her nobility upon flleh enterprizes, as well 
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to keep them employed, as to throw a part of the expence upon fuch as ihe judged 
were much more able to afford it than the common people. 

But there was another great and ufeful effect which flowed from this affiduous care 
in the Oueen and this generous condua in her nobility, and that was, the eftabliihing 
a juft r;gard for public fpirit. It wa~ the ~ode in her days, to do every thing with a 
view to the welfare of the ftate, and It was Impoilible for any man to make a figure at 
court, or to appear with diftinaion in. his country whofe a~i?ns as we~l as words 
did not difcover fomewhat of the patnot. Some of the nobIlIty ferved m Holland, 
to learn the trade of war, at the fame time that they contributed to break the power 
of Spain, and to raife the Engliih reputation for courage? fteadinefs, and other mi
litary virtues. The Earl of Effex, and other men of quahty, ferved the Queen at fea 
in various expeditions of great importance. Others again, fuch as the Earl of Cum
berland, embarked in particular enterprizes at their own expence; and by this means, 
after the formidable invafion in 1588, the King of Spain found himfelf fufficiently 
employed at home, and perceived, when it was too late, that he had wafted the 
blood and treafure of all his kingdoms to raife up two new powers in Europe, '1.)iz. 
England and Holland) which neither he nor his fucceffors would be able to cope 
with. 

But the Queen and her miniflers, when the dangers of war were thus removed 
or kept at a diflance, knew how to divert the fame fpirit to other good and falutary 
purpofes. In former reigns there had been little care taken to explore the riches of 
this kingdom; . but now every part of it was examined, and every kind of improve
ment fet on foot. The lord treafurer fent for feveral Germans over, who were 
employed in ereaing iron works, in difcovering and working lead mines, and in 
making faltpetre. We formerly exported moft of our commodities raw and un
wrought, but now the perfecution in the Low-Countries furnifhed us with multi
tudes of able workmen in every branch of the woollen manufaaory, who had all ima
ginable encouragement given them, and with very confiderable privileges were fettled 
in different parts of the kingdom, more efpeciallyat London, Norwich, Colchefter, 
and Canterbury. The like care was taken with refpeCt to other trades, and this was 
attended with fuch fuccefs, that whereas in the beginning of the Queen's reign we 
bought our artillery abroad, towards the end of it we furnifhed all Europe with 
ordnance; fo that at length it grew a quefiion, whether it might not be requifite 
for the public fafety, to put a fiop to the exportation of iron cannon. 

There was now fcarce a feilion of parliament held in which there were not acts 
paffed for promoting new branches of trade, or for preferving or regulating the 
old; and though it may be, and I believe is, true, that fome of the laws then made, 
have become in procefs of time rather dangerous and defiruaive than profitable or 
advantageous to commerce, yet certainly they were made with a good intent; and 
we have reafon to believe were well enough fuited to thofe times, fo that we have 
no reafon to cenfure thofe who made them, on account of the inconveniencies they 
produce, but oug~t r~ther. to blame ourfel~es for not r~pealing them. By thefe 
fteps the ~ace of thmgs m thIS ~ountry was qUIte c?~nged: mfiead of being ferved by 
the VenetIans and Genoefe, WIt? all the commodItIes ?f the Eafi, we brought them 
home ourfelves, and even furmfhed them to others; mfiead of futtering all our do
mefiic trade to. be managed, as formerly, by Germans ~nd ?ther foreigners, we began 
to fettle faCtOrIes abroad, and there was hardly a natIOn m the known world with 
which, before the death of this Queen, we had not forne correfpondence. ' 

Yet 
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Yet inftead of fetting down quietly with thefe acquifitions, and falling into a no

minal trade amongft ourfelves, like the modern fl:ock-jobbing; we were then continu
ally contriving and executing new fchemes, either for improving our country or ex
porting its produce; our people, even then, began to think the trading world too 
narrow for them, and admired nothing fa much as finding out new markets, where 
goods always fell befl:, where novelty and variety often procure high prices even for 
indifferent commodities. We need not at all wonder, therefore, that in thefe times 
there were men of fuch extenfive abilities produced, as feemed to grafp the whole 
circle of commercial knowledge; fuch as Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Robert Dudley, Sir 
Thomas Grefham, and many others; fame of whom have left us treatifes in this way, 
that are both read and admired in more enlightened times. We may therefore fafeIy 
pronounce, that the feeds of all our traffic, which have fince fo happily come up, and 
from which the nation has reaped fuch mighty profits, were fown in this reign, and 
cultivated when they needed cultivation mofl:, by the royal hand of the matchlefs 
Elizabeth; the mother of her fubjects, the terror of her enemies, and the benefat1:or 
of pofterity. ' 

16. We are now to take a view of the fl:ate of Englifh affairs in regard to America, 
at the clofe of this Queen's reign, when it will appear, that there was fcarcely any 
part of it, whether of the northern or fouthern continent, or iflands, with which we 
had not fame acquaintance; though we had made no fettlements any where. Drake 
and Candifh examined the whole backfide of America from fouth to north, and it ap
pears very clearly from Sir Richard Hawkins's Hifl:ory of his own Voyage, that we 
were almofl: as well acquainted with thofe countries as the Spaniards themfelves; this 
will appear lefs fl:range, when it is obferved, that fame of our feamen being furprifed, 
others being fent afhore by their commanders, and feveral fl:raggling when landed in 
parties, on particular defigns, fell into the hands of the Spaniards; and being fent from 
place to place, travelled through more countries than mofl: of the Spaniards that were 
fent thither by their government, or were driven thither by their neceffities, fame of 
whom coming home, related, and feveral of them, particularly Miles Phillips and David 
Ingram, wrote accounts of their adventures, as we fhall have occafion to fhew in another 
place. 

By this means we gained very clear and difl:inCt defcriptions of the countries bor
dering on the fhaits of Magellan, of Chili, Peru, the bay of Panama, the feverat 
provinces of the kingdom of Old Mexico, fome knowledge of the New, and even of 
California: nor were we lefs acquainted with the other fide of the continent, as the 
reader may learn from the Englifh voyages of the firfl: chapter of this work, in which 
are contained very difl:int1: accounts of the mofl: fouthern parts, from the river of Plata 
to the mouth of Magellan'S fl:raits. We,have likewife a fufficient knowledge of the great 
country of Brazil, from Mr. Knivet, and other travellers; though it mufl be allowed 
that they gave great fcope to their imagination, in what they have written, or at leafl: 
what is publifhed by Purchas, if it was by them written, upon this fubjetl:-. As to 
Guiana, or the country of the Amazons, Sir 'Walter Raleigh, and Capt. Laurence 
Keymifh, whom he fent thither foon after hi3 return, have written as good defcriptions 
of them, if not better, than any that are extant in other languages. 

As for the coaft, from the Wand of Trinity up to Carthagena, it was the chief 
[cene of moft of our privateer expeditions in this reign, fo that we had repeated 
relations of all that was neceff.1.ry to make this part of the new world perfeaty 
known. The remaining part of the coaft, as far as the g1:l1f of Honduras, was 
likewife explained and defcribed by feveral Englifhmen, who had vifited thofe coafl:s, 
particularly Captain Barker; and as for the bay of Mexico, it was often reforted to ;, 
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but more particularly by Captain,. (afterwards) Sir John, . Hawkins, in the year 1568, 
at which time he fet on fuore DavId Ingram, before-mentlOned, at about one hundred 
and forty leagues we!l:-by-nor~h from the cape of Flor!d~. From thence he travelled 
with feveral other perfons of hIS company by land, to Wlthm fixty leagues of Cape Bre
ton; where they found a :paifage home by a Fren~h fuip, in 1369, and fool!- after the.ir 
arrival, David Ingram, RIchard Brown, and RIchard T~ede ~ent to vIfit Captam 
Hawkins who had fet them on fuore, and related to hIm theIr adventures. I have 
been mo;e particular on this head, becaufe this Ingram has given the clearefi: account 
of any man concerning the nor.th-we!t paifage, as the reader will .r~e hereafter in 
its proper place, where I fuall gIve hIS account at large. The remaImng part of the 
coa!l: of North America, from the cape of Florida to the utmofi: extent of the conti
nent northward, was examined by feveral of our feamen, as appears by what has 
been already faid in this feB:ion, and will farther appear from the account we are 
yet to give of fame voyages that were made in the la!l: years of the Queen, and 
which I thought proper to referve for this place. 

The fir!l: of thefe, in order of time, is the glorious expedition of Captain William 
Parker of Plymouth, who undertook, at the expence of a few private perfons, an en
terprize againft the Spaniards, in which he was accompanied by Captain Giles and 
Captain Ward, land officers; and by the Captains Fugars, Loriman, Alhly, and fe
veral other gentlemen as volunteers, which, all circum!l:ances confidered, will appear 
one of the harde!l: undertakings, as well as one of the moft fuccefsful, in that reign, or in
deed ever attempted by our own nation or any other of which there remains an account 
in hi!l:ory. This fquadron of his confifted but of three fmall barks, fcarce equal in 
ftrength to a fifth-rate man of war; of thefe the Prudence, ftiled the Admiral, was of 
the burden of one hundred tons, and a hundred and thirty men, commanded by Mr. 
Parker himfelf; the Pearl, vice-admiral, of fixty tons, and fixty men, Captain Robert 
Rawlins commander; the Pinnace of twenty tons and eighteen men. Thej failed in 
November 1601, and off the fouth cape had the misfortune in a violent gull of wind 
to lofe their pinnace with all her men but three; fteering their courfe from thence to 
the iflands of Cape Verd, they landed one hundred men, and took one of them called 
St. Vincent, with a town of the fame name; and, after having given the fpoil of it to 
the foldiers, fet fire to the place. Hence they haled over to the coaft of the con
tinent, and coming to La Rancheria, or the Pearl Fifhery, in the fmall ifland Cu
bagua, they there found the governor of Cumana, with a fmall company of foldiers. 
This did not difcourage them from landing, and though at firft they were received 
with great warmth, they got at laft the better of them, and took the place with fe
veral prifoners, barks, and boats, all which they ranfomed for the value of five 
hundred pounds, which was paid them in pearls. 

They failed from thence directly for Cape de la Vela, where they took a great 
Portuguefe fuip of 250 tons, coming from Angola and Congo, and bound for Car
thagena; which, having little of value in her except three hundred and feventy ne
groes, they ranfomed for five hundred pounds. After this they went to the ifland 
o~ Cabecas, where they embarked one hundred and fifty of their men in two fmall 
p:nnaces and two :/hallops, and failed to the Ba!l:imentos, where they landed, and 
pICking u~ fame negroes for their guides, with their boat~ an~ pinnaces, they en
tered the rIver of Puerto Bello the 7th of February 1602; It bemg moon-light the 
watch difcovered them at their fir!l: entrance into the haven, and haled them by the 
!l:rong came of St. Philip; in which were thirty-five brafsguns, and foldiers enough 
to manage them. Havi~g fame on board who fpoke the Spanilh tongue, they pre
tended they were Spamards coming from Carthagena. 
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The officer of the came bid them come to anchor, which they did, but about an hour 
after Captain Parker gave them the flip with his two boats and above thirty men, leaving 
the pinnaces at anchor before the came. With this force he went direCtly to the {ut urb 
of Triana, and, though the alarm was given, landed his thirty men, and ferring it on fire 
left it burning, and marched into the great and rich town of Puerto Bello. As foon 
as he entered, he marched direCtly to the King's treafury, where he found a guard of 
foldiers drawn up to receive him, with two brafs field pieces on their carriages; the 
fight was long and obftinate, and Parker had loft the beft part of his men, when CapG 
tain Fugars and Captain Loriman, who commanded the pinnaces, hearing the noife, 
came timely to his relief, with one hundred and twenty men. This affiftance foon 
turned the fcale, and the Spaniards began to think of fecuring themfelves by flight; 
a good number of them got into the King's houfe, which they defended very reG 
folutely for four or five hours; but at length the Englifh became mafl:ers of that, 
as well as of the whole town. They found but ten thoufand ducats in the trea
fury, though there were often fix millions in it; and if they had been feven days 
fooner they would have found one hundred and twenty thoufand, which had been 
embarked in two frigates for Carthagena. 

The fpoil of the town, which in money, plate, and merchandize was confiderable, 
was by Captain Parker given to the foldiers. But two frigates, which he took far
ther up the river, he carried away with him; after having kept poffeffion of the 
town two days, Captain Parker generoufly fpared it with its churches, buildings, 
and forts from burning; and releafed the prifoners, among whom were Don Pedro 
Melandez, the governor, the King's fecretary, and feveral perfons of quality, with
out ranfom; fatisfied with the honour of having taken with a handful of men, in 
fa little time, and with fa inconfiderable a lofs, one of the fin eft towns the King 
of Spain had in the Wefl: Indies. His reafon for this was to give the Spaniards 
an exam~le of civil and generous deportment towards their enemies; and the go
vernor he releafed, becaufe he had fought fo bravely, having received eleven wounds 
in the action. 

The town had at this time two churches, fix or feven fine ftreets, three fmall 
forts on one fide, befides the great came of St. Philip; all which they might have 
demolifhed, and have left the whole a heap of ruins. During their ftay in the town 
they had not the leaft difturbance from any forces of the Spaniards, nor any alarm 
given; only as they were failing away the enemy began to appear, but it was only 
to exchange a few bullets, and to take leave of each other from the mouths of their 
great guns. Thus Captain Parker returned fafely home with much honour, and 
not without reafonable profit; and not only our own, but SpanHh writers fpeak 
of his expedition in very honourable terms. 

The next year fome of the Virginia company refolved to fit out a veffel for that 
country, and accordingly made choice of Captain Bartholomew GofnoJd for their 
commander, who had been formerly there. He failed from Falmouth on the 26th 
of March 160::, in a fmall veiTel, and no more than thirty-two perfons on board, of 
whom it was propofed that twelve fhould ftay behind and form a fettlement, in cafe 
he fhould meet with any place which he fhould judge convenient for that pur
pofe. This Captain Gofnold was an excellent mariner, and therefore he did not go 
the former courfe, but a much fhorter one; and on the I I th of. May he arrived 
in the latitude of forty-two degrees and fame few minutes, among the iflands, forming 
the north fide of Maffachufet's Bay, in New England; where, not finding the conve
niencies he defired, he fet fail again; and when he thought he had got clear of the 
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land, he fell upon the bay of Cod, now part o~ New England. He went aili?re on 
a fmall uninhabited Wand, which he called Ehzabeth Uland, and on another dland, 
which he named Martha's Vineyard, where the natives. had left fame m~rks of 
their habitations. Here fame of his company fowed Enghfh corn, and faw It come 
up very kindly; he built a little fort for his, and his mens', fecurity, and traded from 
thence with the favages, to whom Europeans were no firangers; for the commander 
of the firft body of them that came to trad~ was dreffe~ with waiftcoa~, breeches, fhoes, 
fiockings, hat, and all ac;outrements befittmg ar: Enghfhman ~ bur. hIS atteI?-dan~e had 
only deer-frins about theIr fhoulders, and feal.{kms about theIr waifts; theIr haIr was 
very long, and tied up with a knot behind; they were painted all over, but their na
tural fwarthy colour was eafy enough to be difcerned. 

On the north-weft fide of Elizabeth's Hland the captain found a lake of frefh water, 
about a league in circumference, and very near the fea; in the midfi: of which was an· 
other little ifland of about an acre of ground; and this they pitched upon /as the moft 
commodious place for building their fort above-mentioned, and they begun it accord. 
ingly. About this lake they found an infinite number of tortoifes, with feveral forts 
of fi!h and fowl; fo that thofe who propofed to fettle there had a fair profpeCt of hav. 
ing provifions enough. They vifited the main land adjoining to this Wand, which they 
found, in all refpetts, as charming as meadows, groves, brooks, and rivers could make 
it. They had fame communication with the Indians of the main land, who came and 
bartered with them for fame of their European rarities, and there was nothing hardly 
but what was fa to thefe people. The commodities they gave in exchange for knives 
and other toys, were beavers, lucains, martens, otters, faxes, conies, feals, deer, and 
{kins. The affairs of this plantation might have gone on very well, had all the 
planters been unanimous and eafy in their fettlement here; but they were intent upon 
their private interefts, and contrived to make only a profitable voyage. The captain 
laboured againft it, but to no purpofe; fo haying gotten a large cargo of .faffafras, 
cedar-wood, furs, and other good commodities, they fet fail for England. They left 
their little fort on the 18th of June, and they cmived at Plymouth the 23d day of July 
following, A. D. 1602. 

What the confequences were of this voyage and difcovery will appear in the next 
-chapter; and therefore we !hall pafs on to the laft voyage, which we are concerned to 
take notice of here; and that was made in the fame year 1602, by one Captain Mace 
of \t\Teymouth, fitted out by Sir \\Talter Raleigh; and as the !hort account we have 
remaining ferves to correCt all that has been faid by different authors upon this fub
jed ~ and does a very fingular piece of jufiice to the memory of Sir ,VaIter, who 
might feem to have abandoned thofe who went upon his faith to fettle in Virginia; I 
have judged it both reafonable and requifite to infert the whole paper here, with this 
farther obfervation, that Mr. Richard Hackluit received, as he acknowledges, great 
affifiances from Sir Walter Raleigh, in compiling his excellent collettion, and the 
papers of Mr. Hackluit falling, upon his death, into the hands of Mr. Samuel Pur
chas, he ma~e fuch ufe. of them as he. thought fit, having by no means a capacity 
adequate to hIS undertakmg; and from hIS fourth volume, page 1653, we tranfcribe 
the account before mentioned, which feems to be no more than a memorandum from 
a larger relation of the voyage to which it refers; and which, if it had been given us 
at length in the manner that fuch things were given by Mr. Hackluit, would very pro
bably have furni!hed us with other curious particulars. As it is, thus it runs: 

A brief 
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A briif Note of the Jending another Bark this prefent 'Tear 1602, by Sir J;Valter Ra
leigh, for the Jearching out of his Colony in Virginia. 

" Samuel Mace of Weymouth, a very fufl1cient mariner, an honeft, fober man, who 
had been at Virginia twice before, was employed thither by Sir "Walter Raleigh, 
to find thefe people which were left there in the year 1587; to whofe fuccour he hath 
fent five different times at his own charges. The parties by him fet forth performed 
nothing, fome of them following their own profit elfewhere, others returning with fri
volous allegations; at this lall time, to avoid all excufe, he bought a bark, and hired 
all the company for wages by the month, who departed from \Veymouth in March 
1.602, fell forty leagues from the fouth-weftward of Hateraike, in 34 degrees, or there
abouts; and having there fpent a month, when they ihould have come along the co aft 
to feek the people, they did it not, pretending the extremity of weather, and lofs of 
fome principal ground-tackle, forced and feared them from feeking the port of Ha
teraike, to which they were fent. From that place where they abode, they brought 
fafi"afras, radix China, or the China root, benjamin, caffia lignea, and the bark of a 
kind of a tree more {hong than any fpice as yet known, with divers other commodities, 
which hereafter, in a large difcourfe, may come to light." 

17. It may be very natural for the reader to think that I ought to have changed 
the order of the two lall paragraphs, and that I ihould have concluded my account of 
the voyages to America, before I had drawn up a general vie"w of fuch naval tranf
actions as happened in the reign of Queen Elizabeth; but I dare affure him that I 
confidered this attentively, and that I quitted what I faw was the regular method, in 
order to obtain what appsars to me to be the great end of method, clearnefs, and being 
perfeCtly underllood. By drawing together the naval tranfaCtions in the time of this 
famous Queen, I have ihewn how {he was occupied throughout the whole courfe of 
the government, fo as not to have it in her power to attend to the efl:abliihment of 
colonies, which are a work of time, of leifure, and of recolleCtion. But what the 
nature and circurnllances of her adrninillration would allow her to do for trade, fhe 
moll certainly did; and that ihe did it by fits and llarts, was owing not to any fault 
in her or in her minillers, but to the faults of the times, which did not permit her 
to do it otherwife. This, as I have difpofed the thing, will, to the reader, appear at 
firft fight to be the truth, becaufe he will fee that in the latter part of her reign the 
defire of planting revived, and in the courfe of it all the different parts of America, 
fome from one motive, and fome from another, were vifited and difcovered. 

This I take to be the true ftare of the matter; for though there are many wri. 
ters, who, in their general characters of that Queen, have afcribed to her the beginning 
of our plantations, yet undoubtedly they were therein either miil:aken themfelves, or 
delivered their fentiments in fuch a manner as occafioned their being mifl:aken by 
others. The glories of that period of time are fo many, and fo great, that they 
need no falfe colours to heighten them; Oll the contrary, they are leifened thereby: 
for when, upon enquiry, it is found that part of them are mifreprefented, it naturally 
leads people to doubt of the refl:; and, as in all other cafes, fo here, flattery debafes 
what it meant to exalt, and really leffens "what it feems to extol. The bufinefs of 
planting is indeed highly advantageous; and I believe it will appear from the follow
ing chapters, that no nation has gained more by it than our own; but then it is the 
b~finefs of peaceable and fettled times, when nations grow full, and difcharges of 
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people become neceffary, which was not, ~urel~ the cafe ul!der ~his great Princefs. 
The great and real excellency of her admmIitratIOn confifted m, thIs, that {he ~l:vays, 
and in all things, confulted the good of ,her peopl~; and the wlfdom of ,her I?lmfters 
is vifible chiefly from hence, that they dId not ob:lbnately purfue good thmgs m feafon 
and out of feafon, but chafe, as the circumftances of things direB:ed, to do the beft 
for the nation that their fituation would allow. It was the opinion of feveral great 
men in her time, and upon their authority it has grown to be a received and fettled 
notion fince, that the Queen went rather too far into the Spani{h war, and that her 
fubjetts would have been greater gainers, if {he had either avoided that war entirely, 
or If :!he had ended it fooner, which perhaps might be true. 

But after confidering, as maturely as it is pollible for me to do, all that has been 
faid by Sir Robert Cotton and other able writers upon this fubjeB:, I am thoroughly 
convinced that the Queen aB:ed upon right principles, and that {he began and con
tinued the war with no other view than the good of her people. I am at the fame 
time, however, perfuaded that fhe extended her views in this refpett, very far beyond 
her own times, and that :!he was fenfible enough fhe might have ended the conteft with 
Spain earlier, and with a profpeB: of much more quiet to herfelf, than to her dying 
day :!he enjoyed, But this was not thf! difpofition of Elizabeth; if it had, the whole 
turn of her conduB: would have differed widely from what it was; and the facrificed 
willingly and knowingly the tranquillity of her own government, to fix the welfare of 
her fubjeB:s upon a folid foundation. In this confifted the ftrength of her mind and 
the greatnefs of her genius; whoever confiders her in another light will miftake her 
charaB:er. She faw plainly, that extenfive trade and fuperior naval force were things 
neceffary to the felicity of the inhabitants of this ifland; but fhe faw at the fame time 
that it was impollible thefe fuould be attained, if the power.of Spain was not deftroyed. 
This therefore became her fettled point, which, once gained, {he knew the other muft 
follow, and therefore from this :!he never departed; :!he was very fenfible that if the 
Spani:!h power was once removed, the trade and naval force of this nation would have 
room enough to grow and prof per, and therefore :!he refolved to remove it: fhe could 
not but know that this would prove a work of great difficulty; that it would expofe 
her to a long and expenfive war abroad, and, which was worfe ftill, to many commo
tions, plots, and confpiracies at home; but that did not at all move her; :!he was bent 
upon doing what the fafety and well-being of the nation required; and though {he 
could not but forefee that the advantages fhe laboured to procure muft belong rather 
to pofterity, than to the people fhe governed, yet fhe refolved to hazard all things to 
procure them. 

This was her fyftem, vaft and extenfive in itfelf, big with difficulties and dangers 
extremely liable to be mifunderftood, mifinterpreted, and mifreprefented; full of un: 
certainties, and requiring a great length of time, and a conftant feries of labours to 
accomplifh it. If it had been pollible to have fet fuch a fcheme as this before'the 
eyes of a monarch of odinary qualities and virtues, it would, without doubt, have 
raifed aftoni:!hment and terror; but to a mind like her's, capable of looking through 
the mift of prefe?t events, and difcerning the face of things b~yond them; though few 
obftacles were hId, yet none feemed unfurmountable; the tOll was great, the journey 
long, the road extremely rough, and it was impollible for her to know how far fhe 
:!hould be able ~o pro7eed; but, however, fhe thought it neceffary to fet forward, and 
though for a orne thmgs grew ~orfe and. worfe, .yet the knew t~at by perfifting they 
muft grow better and better. ThIS refoluoon, thIS conftancy, thIS magnanimity, car-

ried 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA, 

ned her through all, and fhe had the great comfort of feeing before fhe died all the 
great ends accomplifhed, which, in the dawning of her government, her admirable un
derfianding had prefented to her view; and, like the fun, fhe fet when {he had accom
plifhed that round propofed at her rifing. 

We are told of Auguftus, that he boafted of leaving Rome built wi~h ftone, 
whereas he found it of wood only. Queen Elizabeth might have boafi:ed of much 
greater things, and with much greater truth; for {he did not rife to empire through 
blood and ufurpation, but came to it by fuccellion, and with the acclamations of all her 
people: acclamations that were fure omens of fuccefs; for without doubt there never 
was a kingdom in a lower, meaner, and more dejecred ftate than this; when the crown 
was placed upon her brow, and her fubjecrs could not have either joy or hopes, but 
what arofe from feeing it fixed there. She chofe for her motto, Jel7lper eadem; that is, 
always the fame; and I hope I have fhewn what [he meant by it. Her conducr is the 
evenefi that we meet with in hiftory; {he met with many difficulties, but :!he created 
none; fhe experienced misfortunes, but they were trials and not puni!hments ; :!he met 
with much profperity, but all vifibly derived to her by the bleffing of God upon her 
wife endeavours. 

We will fupport a few of thefe particulars by facrs. She found fcarce any navy; 
fhe left a great one. She found the government much in debt, and though pollibly 
her power might have borne her out, if {he had expunged it; yet {he paid it, even to 
the penfions granted by her father, to thofe who were excluded from their monafteries. 
She found her people poor and herfelf necellitous; yet {he fpared them till they grew 
rich; and in the mean time grew rich herfelf, by managing frugally a very fmall re
venue; for at the time {he entered into the war with Spain fhe had feven hundred 
thoufand pounds in her coffers. She fpent above two millions in the war. She lent 
the ftates eight hundred thoufand pounds at different times, and half that fum to the 
French King, and yet {he did not raife quite three millions upon her fubjecrs. She 
faw the inhabitants of her capital city doubled in her life-time, as appears from the 
computations, publifhed by Sir William Petty. She found the cuftoms producing no 
more than thirty-fix thoufand pounds per annUJll; {he left them worth more than 
double that fum, without heightening of duties. At the time of her acceffion there 
were fcarce any Englifh merchants in England; but before her death there were con
fiderable traders in every port of England. It is very true, that at the death of Queen 
Elizabeth our commerce was very trifling, to what it is; but it is no lefs certain, 
that if fhe had not lived, our commerce would have fallen very far {hort of what \\"e 
find it. 

The next chapter will fully fhew that our great improvements were made in the 
two fucceeding reigns; but, in this, we have made it evident, that no fuch improve
ments could have been made if this reign had not gone before them. It was in Queen 
Elizabeth's time that the foundation of Englifh commerce was laid, though the fuper
firucrure was raifed in the days of King James and King Charles. It was under her 
that our fhips vifited all parts of the known world. It '.vas fhe that protected the 
Ruffia company; one of the moft ufeful ever formed in this nation, and beyond com
parifon the beft conftituted. She founded the company trading to the Eaft Indies; 
and, in a word, !he encouraged every branch of trade that had been opened befor~ her 
time, projeCted many, and made way for .all .. The room I had was much too httle, 
to afford a juft account of all that we owe III thIS refpecr to her memory, but I have 
made the beft ufe of it I could, and am only Forry that I could not make a better. 

If 
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If what I have done expre{fes my fenfe of the advantages derived to us, and which 
will defcend to our poflerity, from what ihe and her miniflers, who were truly fuch; 
I mean the inflruments, and not the direB:ors of their miflrefs, did, it will afford me 
great fatisfaB:ion; for to praife Queen Elizabeth, with judgment, is a chara8:er fuRi. 
cient to gratify the ambition of the moll afpiring author, and to have attempted it is 
the greatefl merit I thall have to plead. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERIES, SETTLEMENTS, AND OTHER TRANS

ACTIONS, OF THE ENGLISH NATION IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE ACCESSION OF KING JAMES 1. TO THE RESTORATION. 

I. A JuccinCl View if the State if Affairs at the ACCljJion if King James; the Voyages 
if Captain Martin Pringe, and if Captain Gilbert, to Virginia, and the Confe
quences if their D!fcoveries. - 2. The Earl if Southampton, and Lord Arundel 
if Wardour, fend Captain Weymouth thither; his prqJPerous Voyage, and the Patent 
granted by the King for ereCling two Virginia Companies. - 3. The London Company 
fit out Captain Chrfflopher Newport with a Jmal! Squadron, who fettles a Colony at 
James Town in Virginia, in 1607, and the various..imlucky Accidents that befel this 
Colony. - 4. They difert James Town, embark for England, and are met at the Mouth 
if Chifapeak Bay by Thomas Wo/l, Lord de la War, who carries them back, rifettles 
them, and eJfeClually fecures this valuable Country to the Crown if Great Britain. 
- 5. A jhort DeJcription if this Colony, Jhewing its feveral Ad'L1antages, the Nature 
if its Trade, and its great Confequence to this Nation. - 6. The firfl Attempts if 
the fecond, or North Virginia Company, to fettle within the Bounds oj their Grant, and the 
Difficulties and D!fcouragements they met with in thqfe Attempts. -7. The Colony is at 
lajl fettled, under the DireClion if the famollS Captain Smith, and the Cou71try named 
by Prince Charles (afterwards Charles I.) New England. - 8. A /uccinCl Account oj 
the TrarifaCliol1s in this Colony, from it .. Ejlablijhl71ent to the Ro/loration. - 9. The 
Situation, Climate, Soil, Produce and Trade oj New England, briefly reprefented, and 
the Importance if this Colony fet in a true Light. - 10. The Difcovery and firfl 
Settlement if the Bermudas, or Summer !/lands, with flme Account if them before they 
came int~ our PqlRlJion. - 11. A jhort DeJcription if thrfo !/lands, u:ith an Account 
if their Commodities, and their Trade to England and to the Plantations. - 12. The 
Difcovery if Huc!fon's Bay, and the Countries in America, to which the Names oj New 
North TYales, and New South Wales, were given by the firfl D!fco'Verers. - 13. The 
Recovery if Acadia, or Nova Scotia, and the Hfflory oj this Country within this 
Period, wherein is demor!ftrated our clear and indubitable Right to the !/land if 
Cape Breton. - 14. The feveral Voyages to Guiana, down to the Death if Sir Walter 
Raleigh, after his Iqfl Expedition thither, and an Account if our Settlement at Surinam. 
- 15. A Jhort Account if the firfl planting the rich and fruitful !/land if Barbadoes. 
- 16. The Hfflory if this advantageous Settlement, dawn to theRijforation.-17. The 
Situation, Climate, Soil, Produce, and incredible Advantages that have accrued to 
Great Britain from this Colony, which is proved to be tbe bdt in the World. - 18. The 
D!fcovery, Conqltijl, and Settlement ~f St. Cbrfflopher's, Nevis or Mevis, Mont
ferrat, '&'c. - 19. The Grant if tbe Province if Maryland to the Lord Baltimore, 
and the Settlement if that Country, with other Partiwlars relating to it within the 
Compafs if this Period.- 20. The Expedition by the DireClion of the ProteClor CrolJl
well, for the taking Hifpaniola from the Spaniards, 'zL'ith the true Caufes if its Mtf 
carriage.- 2 I. The Hillary oj tbe Conquo/l and Settlement if the 7Ilqfl noble and mqfl 
important !/land if Jamaica.- 22. A Jhort Defcription oj tbe Ijland, a View oj tbe 
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of London, a bark of fifty tons, commanded by Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, who 
had been the year before at Virginia with Captain Gofnold. !hey dep~rted from Ply
mouth the 10th of May, and in their paffage traded a~ St. Luc;a, Dom,mIca,. and MevIs, 
at the latter of which they cut about twenty tons of hgnum-vItre. 1 he thIrd of July 
they fet fail from thence for the coaft of Virgi~a, and particularly. for Chefapeak Bay, 
which Captain Gilbert was very defirous of fadmg to, that he mIght make fome en
quiry after the people near thofe parts. On the 25th they came near the mouth of 
that bay. 

But the wind blowing hard, with a high fea, though they beat about for two or 
three days, they could not make it, and were o?lige? to bear m.ore to the eaftwar? 
The 29th, being not far from {hare, the captam wIth four of hIS beft men landed m 
their boat, and, being provided with arms, marched f?me '!'ay up the country? but 
in this march, beinO" fet upon and overpowered by the mhabItants, they were all kIlled; 
and it was not with~ut difficulty that the boat, with two young men who were left in 
her, rea~hed the £hip again to bring the news. They, being now in all but. eleven 
men and boys in the £hip, were afraid to venture the lofs of any more of theIr fmall 
company; and their provifions growing £hort, the mafter, Henry Sute, who had 
taken the command, refolved, though they were in extreme want of wood and 
water, to return homewards, which they did, and arrived in the river of Thames 
about the end of September. 

The peace being concluded with Spain, in 1604, removed feveral obftacles that 
ftood in the way of the Briti£h trade; and at the fame time opened to our £hips a 
free accefs to many iilands, countries and ports, to which they had not before reo 
forted; which occafioned a great increafe in our exportations, and gave much en
couragement to fuch as were employed in the different branches of the woollen 
manufaCture. As the bufinefs of fettling and planting on the northern continent of 
America, that too was laid open, by the attainder of Sir Walter Raleigh, which hap
pened at the beginning of this reign, on account of a plot, which appeared very im
probable then, and with refpeCt to him efpecially, very ridiculous ever fince. The re
ports made by thofe who were concerned in the three laft voyages being very favour
able to the country, and the profits made by them being very confiderable, induced 
feveral perfons of difl:inCtion to think feriouily of promoting thefe difcoveries, infomucn 
that fame of the nobility refolved to engage in an undertaking of this kind. 

2. Accordingly Henry Wriotheily earl of Southampton, and Thomas lord Arundel, 
of W ardour, refolved to fit out a £hip for this expedition. This veffel was called the 
Archangel, and was commanded by Captain George Weymouth, an experienced and 
Ikilful feaman, who failed on the lafl: day of March, 1605, from Dartmouth, and met 
with nothing of confequence, till fuch time as they judged themfelves to be very near 
the coaft of Virginia; but the winds carrying them to the northward, in the latitude of 
forty-one degrees, thirty minutes, and their wood and water beginning to grow ex
tremely £hort, they grew very defirous of feeing land. By their charts they had reafon 
to expeCt it, and ~herefore bore direCtly in with it, according to their inft~uCtions,· yet 
they found none m a run of almofl: fifty leagues. After much expeCtation, on the 
16th of May, they obtained fight of an iiland of no great confequence, and very woody 
along- the £hore.; but by the fruits they found, it appeared no barren nOr defpic~ble 
fpot, more efpeClally as there were fl:reams of fre£h water running down the elifls in· 
~reat plenty, vail numbers of fowls, and fi£h enough all along the £hore. This Uland 
IS now c~lled .Long Iiland, and it was upon the eafl:ern parts of it they fell, to their 
great fahsfaCtlOn. From hence they could difcern a great many other ifiands,. and the 
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main land ftretching from the weft-fouth-weft, to the eaft-north-eaft. Several of the 
iflands adjoining to the continent they vifited, and found very full both of timber and 
fruit-trees, of feveral forts . 
. Among thofe iflands t.hey r~et with a harbour, in which !hips of any burthen might 

he, defended from aU wmds, m fix to ten fathom water, upon a tough clay ouze. 
This they called Pentecoft Harbour, becaufe it was about \\Thitfuntide they difcovered 
it. The fir-t:ees, which were in great ~umbers on thefe iflands, yielded an exceeding 
fweet turpentme; and the mufcles whIch they found about the rocks, afForded fmall 
pearl in abundance, and fome that were large and orient; and the fhell of thefe 
pearls on the infide refembled mother-of-pearl; but they wanted proper tackle to 
dredge for them, and therefore could not take any confiderable quantity. The na
tives from the continent (:ame oft in their canoes to trade with them while they lay in 
this excellent harbour, their commerce being much the fame as in former voyages, 
all forts of ikins and furs in exchange for knives, beads, and fuch like trifles: and 
fo good chapmen were they at that time, that they would give the value of ten or 
twelve pounds in their goods, for five !hillings-worth of Engli!h iron ware. We !hall 
not enlarge on the manners, habits and cuil:oms, &c. of the natives, which were the 
fame we have already feen. Their bows, arrows, and canoes, had nothing in them 
but what was common among other favages. Their tobacco-pipes were fometimes 
made of clay, and fometimes the claw of a lobfter only, but always of a capacity to 
hold as much as ten or twelve of ours. 

They grew pretty familiar with thofe people, but found, as others had done, that, 
amidft all their fpecious !hows of friend!hip, they were very treacherous, and fought 
every opportunity of betraying them. Of this they had one very e"ident proof; 
when thofe favages, having invited them on !hore to traffic, had very ne:u' drawll them 
into an ambu!h of near three hundred men, armed after their manner, with bows 
,and arrows; but they difcovered their treachery in time, and efcaped the fnare. 
But the moil: extraordinary difcovery made in this voyage was that of a river, ell:eemed 
by thofe ',vho found it the moft beautiful in America. They went up it with their 
fuips feveral leagues, and gave this account of it; that as it runs up the main, it keeps 
a good breadth for forty miles together, in molt places a mile, in fome three quarters, 
but never lefs than half a mile: it ,flows fixteen or eighteen feet; at low water it i~ 
from fix to ten fathom deep; it has abundance of harbours for {hips of all bur
thens, and will fecure them better frol11 wind and weather than any known in 
Europe. On both fides there are, at a fmall difiance one from another, many fine 
coves, fome of them capable of containing more than an hundred fail, where the 
ground is foft ouze, with a tough clay underneath for anchor-hold. Nature alfo has 
made feveral convenient places, like docks to graye and careen fhips of all bur
thens, and fecure them from all winds; the neighbouring land trends along on 
both fides in a fmooth line, and, inftead of rocks and cliffs, is bordered ,lith green 
grafs, and tall trees of different forts. After they had remained here about fix 
weeks, and during all that time carried on a very profitable trade with the natives, 
they thought of returning to England; with which view they hoified fail June the 
16th, and arrived that day month in fight of the Land's-end of England. 

This profperous voyage induced many perfons of high rank, and many more of 
great fortune, to defire to fee this new trade thoroughly eltabli!hed, who applied 
to the crown for fuch legal authorities as were necelTary; which defire of their's was 
very foon complied with, and two. ~omp~nies formed for fettlin~ t?i~ large traCt of 
.land which for the prefent was dIVIded mto North and South Vng1l1Ia, and were fo 
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ftiled many years after. It was to this intent King James, by his. letters patents dated 
the loth of April, 1606, reciting that Sir Thomas Gates, and ?lr George Summer~, 
knights, and Richard Hackluit, clerk, . prebe?-dary of 'Y"eftmm~e~, Edward Mana 
'\Vingfield, Thomas Hanham, and Raleigh GIlbert? efq~lres, ':Vllham Parke.r~ and 
George Popham, gentlemen~ and div~rs. o~hers hiS lovmg fubJeCts, had petl~lOned 
him for leave to fend colomes to Vlrgmla, and fuc~ other parts of AmerIca as 
either appertained to his crown, or which were ~ot aCtually poffeifed by any other 
Chriftian prince or people, and lying between thirty-four and forty-five degrees of 
northern latitude, and within an hundred miles of the fea-coaft: and for the [peedy 
accomplilhment of the faid plantation, intended to divide themfelves into two feveral 
companies, the one confifting of the adventurers of the city of London, who were 
defirous to fix themfelves between thirty-four and forty-one degrees of north lati
tude; and the other confifiing of the adventurers of the cities of Briftol and Ex
eter, and the town of Plymouth, who were defirous to fettle between thirty-eight 
and forty-five degrees on the coaft of Virginia in America. His Majefiy, in order 
to promote fo noble a work, which might tend to the glory of God, by propa
gating the Chrifiian religion among the infidels and favages, and bring them to 
humanity and civility, did gracioufly accept their petition, and for himfelf, his heirs 
and fucceifors, did grant and agree, that the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Summers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward Maria Wingfield, adventurers of the city 
of London, and all others that fhould aifociate with them, fhould be called the 
firIl colony, and might begin their firft plantation at any place upon the [aid 
coaft of Virginia, or America where they fhould think fit, between thirty-four 
and forty-one degrees of latitude; and fhould have all the lands, woods, rivers, 
ports, fifhing, and hereditaments whatfoever to the fame belonging and appertain
ing, from the firft feat of their plantation, for fifty miles either way along the 
coafi, north and fouth, and an hundred miles to the wefiward, within land, with 

. all the iflands over againft the faid coaft for the fpace of an hundred miles at fea ; 
with .all the lands, ports, rivers, harbours, fifhings, and mines thereunto belonging 
0f appertammg; and liberty to plant, build and fortify therein; and that no other 
fubjeCts of this cro.wn fhould be permitted to fettle themfelves in the lands to the 
wefiward of this colony without their leave. And his Majefty did grant to the 
aforefaid . ~homas ~anham, Raleigh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, 
of the CitIes of Bnfiol and Exeter, and the town of Plymouth, in the county of 
Devon, and all others that fhould aifociate with them, that they fhould be called 
the fecond colony, and might begin their firft plantation upon the faid coaft of 
yirginia, or Amer~ca, where th~y fhould think fit betwee? thirty-eight and forty
h~e degrees of latItude; .and e~Joy all t?e lands, ports, nvers, fifhings and here
dltame?-ts theret.o belongmg, WIth the lIke extent of land and fea, from the feat 
of their plantatIon, as was granted to the firft colony. And it was provided, 
th~t the faid refpeCtive colonies fhould not plant within the fpace of one hundred 
mIles of each ?ther; that each company fhould have a council, confifting of thir
tee~ perfons, m who~ the government fhould be lodged, but limited by certain 
artIcles under the pnvy feal; they were impowered alfo to dig mines in and 
beyond their refpeCtive limits to the wefiward, paying the crown a fifth of ali 
gold,. and a fifth of all copper ore they fhould get; they were alfa impowered 
to felze all fhips that fhould trade within their refpeCtive limits' to coin money 
raife forces for their defence, &c. " 

~. The patentees firfi named were commonly fiiled the London Company, and 
thofe 
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thofe laft named the Weftern Company, who no fooner received this authority from 
the crown, than they b~gan in earnefr to provide for making effectual fettlements 
within the bounds prefcribed by their refpective grants. \iVith this view the Lon
don Company fitted out three veiTels, one of an hundred tons, another of forty, 
and a pinnace of twenty; on board of \\,hich they embarked an hundred and ten 
land-men, with eVfTY thing requifite for fell:ling a colony. The command of thIS 
fmall [quad ron was given to Captain Chrifropher Newport, an experienced feaman, 
well acquainted with the Wefr-India navigation; but to prevent any difpt:tes in the 
paiTage, the orders which regarded the government of the colony, and the names of 
the council who were to be intrufred with the adminifrration of it when fettled, were 
delivered to them in a box fealed up, with directions not to be opened till they 
were on fhore. 

They failed from London on the 20th of December, 1606; but by feveral un
lucky accidents, were, for feveral weeks, detained on the coaft of England. At 
lafr they continued their voyage, and, havi;-',s: taken in frefh water and other ne
ceiTaries, at the Canaries, proceeded to Ine Caribbee Iflands, where they arrived 
on the 23d of February, and ftaid amongfr them, but chiefly on the ifland of N e
vis, about five weeks. On the 3d of .i.pril they failed for Virginia, and arrived 
on the 26th of the fame month at the mouth of Chefapeak-Bay. The firfr place 
on which they landed was the fouthern cape of that bay, where they built a fort, 
which they called Cape and Fort-Henry, as they did the northern Cape-Charles, in 
honour of the two princes; and the firfr great river they fearched, the Indian name 
of which was Powhatan, they called James River, after the King's own name. 

Of this river they made a full fearch, before they would come to any refolution 
about a fettlement, and then, by unanimous confent, they pitched upon a peninfula 
about fifty miles up the river, which, befides the goodneis of the foil, was ell:eemed 
moft capable to be made a place both of trade and fecurity, two-thirds of it in
vironed by the main river, which affords good anchorage all along, and the other 
third by a fmall river, capable of receiving fmall vefleIs of one hundred tons burden 
quite up till it comes within thirty yards of the great river again, and where generally, 
in fpring tides, it overflows into the main river; for which reafon the land they chofe 
to pitch their town upon had obtained the name of an ifland. In this back river 
fhips and fmall veffels may ride laihed to one another, and moored afhore, fecure from 
all wind and Weather. They gave the fame name to the town as to the river, 'Viz. 
James-Town. The ,,,,hole ifland thus inclofed contained about two thoufand acres of 
high land, and m;my thoufand of very good marfh, and is extraordinary good pafrure 
as any in that country. By means of the narrow paiTage, this place was of great 
fecurity to them from the Indian enemy; and to frrengthen it the more they built 
cafrles and a fort there. This was the firtt plantation of the Englifh that fucceeded, 
and which has continued to this day. 

As to t~e colony. the fidl bufinefs they entered upon, after they landed, was to 
open their orders, where they found the ~ollowing gent!emen appointed of the coun.cil, 
'Viz. Bartholomew Gofnold, Edward vVmgfield, Chnfropher Newport, John Smlth, 
John Ratcliffe, John Martin, and George Kendall, of whom \Vingfield was chofen 
prefidellt; but they thought fit to leave Captain Smith out of the council: for it feems 
the refr of the gentlemen were fo fet againfr him, that they had confined him prifoner 
ever fince they left England, which Purchas infinuates was occafioned by their envy at 
his fuperior talents, and becaufe the company in England .feemed to rely more upon
his ikill and experience than upon any of the refr; and It appears that the planters 

themfelves 
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themfelves were fa convinced of his abilities afterwards, that t~ey wer~ ?blig~d ~ot onl.Y 
to admit him into their council, but in a manner refign theIr admmlflratlOn mto hIS 
hands, after they had by their perpetual jars and weak management, .almo~ 
ruined the company's affairs. After about five or fix weeks flay before thIS th~Ir 
intended new town, the {hips being difpatched, Captain Newport departed WIth 
them for England about the middle of June, leaving upwards of one. hundred men 
fettled in the form of government already mentioned; but when the flllpS were gone, 
the fame feuds and diforders broke out again with frefh viol~nce.. .. 

In the midfl of thefe feuds, however, they fell to plantmg, fowmg,. bmldmg, .and 
fortifying; but, above all they carried on a very adv~ntage?us trade WIth t~e natIves. 
They might neverthelefs have made much greater gams of It, and J?anaged It more t? 
the fatisfaaion of the Indians, as well as to the great eafe and fecunty of themfelv~s, If 
they had been under any rule, or fubjea to any method in trade, and not at liberty to 
outbid one another. By this means they not only leifened their own profit, but created 
jealoufies and diflurbances among the Indians, by letting one have a better bargain than 
another; for they being unaccufiomed to barter, fuch of them as had been hardefi 
dealt by in their commodities thought themfelves cheated and abufed. Thence they 
conceived a grudge againfi the Englifh in general, and made it a national quarrel, 
which feems to have been the original caufe of mofi of their fubfequent misfortunes 
from the Indians. Thefe Indians proved much the fame as they had been found to be 
in other places, fair and friendly at firfi, but treacherous and deceitful in the fequeI. 
However, it was chiefly by the help of their provifions that ,the Engli!h fubfified till 
the return of their fhips. 

The next year two veifels were fent thither full freighted with men and provifions 
for the fupply of the plantation: one of them arrived dire8:ly; but the other, being 
beat off to the Caribbee Hlands, did not arrive till the former was failed back for 
England. But what gave the greatefi interruption to their trade was, an objea which 
drew their eyes and thoughts entirely, not only from that, but even from taking 
the neceifary care for their prefervation, and for the fupport of their lives, which was 
this: they found, in a neck of land on the back of lames-town ifland, a frefh fiream 
of water, fpringing from a fmall bank, which wafhed down, with a yellow fort of dufi 
ifing-glafs, which, being cleanfed by the frefh f!:reaming of the water, lay !hining 
at the bottom, and f!:irred up in them an unreafonable defire after riches; for they, 
taking all to be gold that glittered, ran into the utmofi dif!:raaion, negle8:ing both 
the neceifary defence of their lives from the Indians, and the fupport of their 
bodies by fecuring provifions, abfolutely relying upon the power of gold, and think
ing that, wh~re this w.as plenty, nothing c?uld be wanting. Nay, they be. 
gan to be fa mfatuated WIth the hopes of moun tams of wealth, that they defpifed the 
mines of Peru and Mexico, in comparifon of their own inefiimable f!:ream . 

. They foon, however, gn:w fenfible of their error, and found that if this gilded 
dIft .had been really gold, It could then have been of no advantage, for, by their 
neglIgence they were reduced to an exceeding fcarcity of provifions, and that little 
they ha~ w.as l~fi by the burning of their town, while all hands were employed 
a.bout thIS Imag~ary g~lden treafure; fa that they were obliged to live, for fame 
tIme, up<m the WIld frmts of the earth, and upon crabs and mufcles and fuch like 
not having a day's provifion beforehand. By this neglea, likewife, 'they, many of 
them, became a prey to the cruelty of the Indians, and the ref!: durf!: not venture 
abroad, an~ .fo were forced to be content with what they could get. In this mi
ferable condItIon they were, when the firfl: of the two {hips arrived from England to 

their 
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their affiftance. They neither thought or fpoke of any thing but gold; and there
fore they put into this ihip all the yellow dirt they had gathered, and what {kins 
and furs they had bartered for, and filling her up with cedar, fent her away. "When 
the other ihip arrived, they ftowed her likewife with this imaginary gold duft, and 
filled her up with cedar and clapboard. 

But being at length perfuaded that they might apply themfelves to other labours 
as profitable, as well as more neceifary than colleCting yellow fand, which, fup
pofing it valuable, would be always in their power, if they took care to fortify 
themfelves effeCtually, they began to befEr themfelves for that purpofe, and by the 
good management and direCtion of Captain Smith, they made feveral difcoveries in 
James-river, and up Chef apeak-bay ; and in the year 1608, they firft gathered In
dian corn of their own planting. While Captain Smith was out on his expedition 
among the favages, he was treacheroufly fallen upon by three hundred of the Indians, 
under the command of one of their kings, called Pamaunkee, who put all his men 
to death, and taking him prifoner, carried him to Powhatan, their chief king, who 
would have put him to death had he not been faved at the interceffion of Powha
tan's daughter, Pacahunta. 

Being releafed, he returned to James-town, where Mr. Ratcliff refigning his pre
fidentihip, he was unanimoufly defired to accept of that office. While thefe dif
coveries were making by Captain Smith, matters run again into confufion in hmes
town; and feveral uneafy people, taking advantage in his abfence, attempted to de
f-ert the fettlement, and to run away with the fmall veifel which was left to attend it; 
for Captain Smith was the only man among them who could manage difcoveries 
with fuccefs, or who could keep the fettlement in any order. Neverthelefs, amidft 
all thefe inconveniencies which they brought upon themfelves, the plantation being 
increafed to near five hundred men, they made two other fettlements, one at Nan
famond in James-river, above thirty miles below James-town; and the other at 
Powhatan, fix miles below the falls of James-river; which laft was bought of Pow
hatan for a certain qUClntity of copper, each fettlement confil1:ing of one hundred and 
twenty men; and foon after they made a fourth fettlement at Kiguotan, near the 
mouth of James-river. Captain Smith obferved that two-thirds of the adventurers 

.. came over with a view of having every thing provided to their hands, without any care 
or labour of their own, and were fubfil1:ed by the labours of the other indufhious 
third, until he compelled them all to take ihare in the work; and then he foon 
planted ground enough to fubfift the colony in plenty, and, by moderate exercife and 
good food, faw them not only reftored to their healths, but in a yery flourifhing 
condition; and as there was now no longer neceffity of procuring food from the 
Indians by violence, they lived and trafficked very amicably together, and Powhatan 
fuffered him to make feveral other fettlements in the country. 

When their affairs were in this pro[perous fituation there arrived fix or feven fhips 
from England, with between three and four hundred planters, and fuch ample 
fupplies of ammunition and provifion, as would have enabled the colony to have 
made an entire conqueft of Virginia, or at leaft to have procured what terms they faw 
fit of the Indians, if they had been under any command; but as things were ma
naged, this fupply only brought the colony into confufion. Upon report of which, 
the company in England, imagining the divifions among the council in Virginia, 
in whom the government there was lodged, were the occafion of moft of the mif
managements that had happened, procured a new patent from King James, where
by they were empowered to appoint a governor with a more ample authority than 
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they had by the preceding patent; and prevailed on the Lord de . la, yv ar to accept 
of the government of their ne\~ colony; wh.o there~pon m~de . SIr ~ homas Gates, 
Sir George Summers, and Captam. Ne\~port,. hIS deputIes, untIl hIS arnv.al; and thefe 
gentlemen fet fail from England WIth nme ihipS and five hundred men, m the month 

of May 1009· 
All the three deputy-governors, being embarked in one ihip, were unfortu-

nately caft away on the iflands of Bermudas, being then uninhabited, but they 
and all the people efcaped to the fhore; where, finding plenty of provifion~, 
they took poifeiIion of thefe iflands for the crown of England, and from SIr 
George Summers they hav~ been ev~r fince c~lled the Summer Iflands. ~n the 
mean time the refl: of theIr fleet arnved fafe 111 the bay of Chefapeak, WIth the 
reinforcement above mentioned; where they found Captain Smith prefident; but both 
old and new planters gave out they were not obliged to obey him, for there 
was another commiffion granted which had fuperfeded his, and they expected the 
arrival of the deputy-governors every day. 

But notwithfl:anding thefe jars, Captain Smith made a ihift to keep them in 
fame order while he remained among them, for otherwife the colony had been deferted 
over and over; but as this gentleman was extremely active, and almoIt continually 
employed in fome fervice or other, he had the misfortune to be blown up by accident; 
which, though it did not cofl: him his life, yet he was fo wounded and maimed 
thereby, that it was found abfolutely neceifary for him to return to England with 
the veHeIs that failed not long after; a thing happy for himfelf, but extremely dif
advantageous for the fettlement; fince he was no fooner on ihip-board 
than every man took upon him to do what feemed right in his own eyes, which 
had defperate confequences, fa that thofe who had given him mofl: trouble while he 
was amongft them, deeply regretted the lofs of him; and yet this renfe of their own 
bad behaviour did not at all incline them to amendment, or to the fetting up 
any other perfon with fnch powers as might enable him to do what Captain Smith 
had done. 

On the contrary, they emptied their magazines, and lived in the greateft profufion, 
till that brought on want; and then they rambled without order, and under no com
mand through the country; taking provifions by force from the natives, who failed not 
to employ all their cunning, of which they had enough, to deft roy and cut them off; 
fo that when the deputy-governors arrived, in two floops which they had built in Ber
mudas, they found them in a moft deplorable condition; war, ficknefs, and famine, 
having reduced them from upwards of four hundred, to fewer than four fcore, and 
thefe too uneafy and difcontented. Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Summers, 
took all the pains they could to quiet thefe uneafineifes, and to bring things once more 
into order; but it was all in vain; and the people ihewing their empty warehoufes, 
their ruined fetdements, and the number of fick amongft them, induced thofe gentle
men to confent to their embarking for England, as the only means of faving thofe 
who \vere left; which they accordingly did, to the great joy, no doubt, of the 
Indians. 

But juft as they were failing out of the bay of Chefapeak, they met with their 
ne~ governor, who obliged them to return to James-town, to repair their habi
tatIOns and forts there, and to difpofe every thing for maintaining the fettlement. 
This worthy governor was the Right Honourable Thomas Weft, Lord de la War, 
of an ancient, as well as noble, family; in which prudence feems to have been he. 
reditary as well as title. He was endued with the virtues moLt requifite for his Itation 
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as governor of an infant colony; for, with great mildnefs and huinanity, he had 
the warmefr courage and the greatefr firmnefs of mind, and was equally capable 
of perfuading by words, animating by example, and awing by the jufr ufe of his 
authority. He accepted of this commiffion from the company with a view of put
ting an end to thefe difrraCtions, which had hitherto difappointed all their expec
tations, and defeated all their endeavours, and which they jufl:ly attributed to the 
want of having there fame perfon in fupreme authority; ,yho might be able to 
direCt the indufrrious, encourage the deferving, and punifh the fadious and dif
obedient. 

As foon therefore as thefe old, or rather new planters, were once on fhare again, 
his Lordihip, in a free and plain difcourfe, fet before them the folly and madnefs of 
their proceedings, reproving them for their divifions, idlenefs, and ill conduCt, which 
had occafioned their misfortunes, advifing them to reform, or he fhould be com
pelled to draw the fword of jufrice, and cut off the delinquents; declaring, how
ever, he had much rather draw his own fword in their defence; and telling them 
for their encouragement, that he had brought them fuch plenty of provifions, that 
they would be in no danger of wanting for the future, if they were not wanting to 
themfelves, in providing fuch things as the country produced; then he proceeded 
to conftitute a council, confifting of Sir Thomas Gates, his lieutenant-general; Sir 
George Summers, his admiral; the Honourable George Piercy, one of his captains; Sir 
Ferdinand Wenman his mafrer of the ordnance; and Chrifropher Newport his admiral: 
thefe, and the refr of his officers, having taken the oaths to the government, and en
tered on their feveral employments, his next care was, to furniih his people with 
flefh; for notwithfranding there were not lefs than five or fix hundred hogs in the 
plantation when Captain Smith went to England, there was not one left alive at 
this time; they had either been eat by the colony, or defrroyed by the Indians, who, 
to difrrefs them, had driven all the deer, and other game, out of the country; and 
the Englifh were fo ill provided with nets, that though there was plenty of fifh in 
the rivers, they knew not how to take them. 

The company had fent over a fupply of cloathing, bifcuit, flour, beer, and other 
liquors; but taking it for granted, that they had hogs, venifon, fowl, and fiih enough 
in the country, had made no provifion of Befh; whereupon Sir George Summers the 
admiral, was difpatched to Bermudas, to bring over live hogs from thence, for of 
thofe Sir George found plenty in that ifland when he was cafr away there, though 
there were no people upon it. The governor alfo fet fame to fifhing within the bay, 
and others without, where there were 1hoals of cod-fifh; but their nets and tackle 
were fa defeCtive, that they could not catch any. Hereupon he endeavoured to 
fettle a correfpondence with Powhatan and other Indian princes, that he might pur
chafe Beih of them for Englifh goods; and in fame of thefe negotiations he fucceeded, 
particularly with the king of Patowmack, one of the mofr potent of the Indian princes; 
but notwithfranding he reprefented to Powhatan that he had already promifed to ac
knowledge the King of England for his fovereign, accepted of a crO\m and fceptre, 
and other enfigns of royalty from him, with prefents of great nlue; this prince 
would give him no other anfwer, but, that he expeCted the Englifh fhould depart his 
country, or confine themfelves within the limits of lames-town ifland, and not range 
through every part of the country, as they continued to do, only with a view of fub
duing it, as he apprehended; threatening to iifue his orders to cut them off and defrroy 
them, if ever they were found without the limits he prefcribed them; and commanded 
the meifen!!ers his Lordlhip fent to him, not to fee his face again unlefs they brought 
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him a coach and fix horfes; for in thefe, he had been informed by fome Indians who-
had been in England, their great Weroances were drawn: . 

The Lord de la War finding he was to expeCt no fnendllup from Powhatan, de~ 
termined he fhould fear him: having taken an Indian prifoner, therefore, he cut off 
his right hand, and fent him to his mafter Powhatan, letting him ~no~, that he 
would' fend all his fubjeCts in that manner, and burn all the corn m hIS country 
(which was ripe at this time) if he did not forbear all aCts of hoftility for the fature ; 
which had fo good a~ effeCt, t~at the. colony live.d in peac~ and p~enty for fO?1e 
time, every day makmg frefh dIfcovenes, and formmg new alhances wIth fome IndIan 
princes. 

And thus the company's affairs being happily eftablifhed again by the condua of 
Lord de la ""Var, Sir Thomas Gates was fent to England, to give an account of the 
fiate of the colony; the fhips being freighted home with cedar, black wallnut, and 
iron ore; which returns appeared fo inconfiderable, that the company were in fuf. 
pence whether they fhould not fend for the Lord de la War and the colony home. 
However they firft defired Sir Thomas Gates's opinion upon it; who told them that 
thefe were not the only returns they were to expeCt; that if they would fend over 
men who underftood how to make pitch and tar, and plant hemp and flax, they might 
furnifh England with all manner of naval ftores; and that it would be very eafy 
alfo to fet up a manufaCture of filk, the country abounding in mulberry trees, as 
well as filk-grafs; that the foil was exceeding fruitful, producing corn, grafs, grapes, 
and other fruits in abundance; that European cattle and corn multiplied prodigioufly ; 
and that there was great plenty of venifon, fifh and fowl, which they would never 
want when they could be provided with boats, nets, and engines to take them. The 
company need then to be at very little charge to fupport the colony; on the con
trary, they would in a fhort time meet with returns anfwerable to their expeCtations. 
Whereupon the patentees refolved to proceed with alacrity to improve their Virginia
plantation, in which refolution they were confirmed by the Lord de ]a War, who reo 
turned to England about this time (16 I 0) for the recovery of his health. 

He left behind him the honourable Mr. Piercy, as his deputy; and while he refided 
in England, took as much care of this plantation as if it had been his paternal eftate . 
and was no lefs folicitous about the welfare of its inhabitants than if they had bee~ 
his neareft relations: to fay the truth, it was to the wifdom and forefight of this
w~rthy Lo~d that this. nation owes the pre~erving fo great .and fo beneficial an acqui
fitlon; as It was to hIS courage and fteadmefs they were mdebted for the plantation 
itfelf. In fhort, he fpent the whole remainder of his life, which was about eight years, 
in the fervice of the company and the colony, and aCtually died in his voyage back 
to Virginia in 1618, with a great fupply of people, cloathing and goods, for that fet. 
tlement, which however, arrived fafe. As I have now given an account of the fettling 
this country, I have e.'Cecuted all that falls within the compafs of my defign' but 
as I apprehend that it may be both entertaining to the reader, and better anfw'er th; 
defign of this colleCtion, I fhall juft run over a few of the principal facts relating to. 
the hiftory of this province, and then give a fhort defcription of it as it ftands at pre
fent; in order to fhew what advantages have accrued to the nation from an efta
blifhmem which it coft fo much labour and pains to effeCt; and the fame method I 
fhall take in regard to other plantations, as moft earnefi:ly defiring to render this work 
as agreeable, as ufeful; and as perfect, as it is in my power to make it. 

While ~ord de la War was. in England the colony was governed by his deputies, 
who applymg thernfelves to brmg about a peaceable correfpondence with the natives,. 

I I advanced 
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advanced it at laft fo far, that feveral intermarriages took place, and amonglt thefe 
the Indian princefs Pachahunta efpoufed Mr. John Rolf, an Englifh gentleman, whofe 
pofierity enjoy, at this day, the lands defcended to them from this lady. In the 
year 1616 one Captain Yardly was at the head of affairs; and the reafon I take no
tice particularly of his adminifiration is, becaufe under it they firfi began to cultivatE; 

-tobacco, which is fince become the fiaple commodity of the colony. He was 
fucceeded by Captain Argoll, afterwards Sir Samuel Argoll; who was a man of a 
military turn, whom we fhall have occafion to mention frequently hereafter: he 
repaired the forts that had run to ruin, and put the colony into fuch a fiate of defence, 
that there was no great danger of any attempts that could be made againfi them 
by the Indians. 

After the death of Lord de la War, Captain Yardly, who was likewife in England, 
and who, being knighted by King James, had the title of Sir George Y ardly, was fent 
over with the title of Governor; and a very good governor he proved, for to him 
the people owed their being made as fret: as their countrymen in this iiland, fince he 
augmented the number of the council, and allowed the planters to fend their repre
fentatives to the affembly, the firfi of which fat at James-town, in May 1620. In his 
time negroes were firfi brought into Virginia, the lands divided, falt-works erected at 
Cape Charles, and an iron mine wrought with good effect. He was fucceeded, 
in 1621, by Sir Francis Wyat, a young gentleman of a very good difpofition, who en
deavoured all he could to promote the welfare of the colony, yet in his time 
it was that this fettlement ran a very great hazard of being totally defiroyed; for the 
Indians who had lived amongfl: them now for feven or eight years with great freedom 
and familiarity, formed a defign of extirpating them entirely, on account of one of 
their war-captains being killed, though he had committed murder and robbery, and 
died in defending himfelf from falling into the hands of jufl:ice. The method they 
took to revenge this was, by a general maifacre, which they fixed for Friday the 22d 
of March, J622, and, in all probability, it had effectually anfwered their end if it had 
not been difcovered by a converted Indian, the very day on which it was to have taken 
place; fo that the advanced plantations could not receive intelligence time enough, 
which gave the natives an opportunity of cutting off three hundred and thirty-four per
fons. The Englifh revenged this in a manner very unbecoming them, fince, pretend
ing to be reconciled to the Indians, and thereby gaining their confidence, they maffa
cred likewife in their turn, and pUl{ued their firfl: blow fo effectually as to drive mofi 
of thefe poor people to feek for new habitations. 

But it was not long before the Englifh gave them an opportunity of fatisfying that 
vice which is deepefl: rooted in their nation, I mean revenge; for dividing amongfl: 
themfelves, and falling into factions and parties; and, at the fame time, running out 
new fettlements, the Indians fell upon them again, and cut them off in great num
bers. As this misfortune was chiefly owing to the imprudent grants made in Eng
land, it occafioned loud complaints; and the fatal confequences of the company's 
mal-adminifl:ration cried fo loud, that King Charles I. coming to the crown of Eng
land, expreffed a tender concern for the poor people that had been betrayed thither, 
and lofl:; upon which confideration he diffolved the company in the year 1626, re
ducing the country and government under his own immediate direaion, appointing 
the governor and council himfelf, and ordering all patents and procefs to iflue in his 
own name, ref erving to himfelf a quit-rent of two fhillings for every hundred acres of 
land, and fo pro rata. The country being thus taken into the King's hands, his Ma
jefl:y was pleafed to re-eftablifh the confl:itution by a governor, council, and affembly, 

and 
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and to confirm the former methods and jurifdiCl:ions of f:veral courts, as they ha.d be~n 
appointed in the year 1620, and placed the laft refort m the affemb!y;. he hkeWIfe 
confirmed the rules and orders made by the firft aiTembly, for apportIOnmg of land, 
and granting patent.s t~ particula~ adventur.ers., . 

This was a confbtutIOn accordmg to theIr hearts defire, and thmgs feemed no;-v to 
go on in a happy courfe, for encouragement o~ t~e. colony; people. fl~cked thIt?er 
apace, everyone took up land, by patent, to hIS hking; and, not nundmg any thmg 
but to be mafters of great tracts of land, they fettled themfelves feparately o? their 
feveral plantations. Nor did they ~ear the Indi~s, but kept ~hem at a great~r diftan~e 
than formerly; and they, for theIr parts, feemg the Enghfh ~o ~enfibly mcrt;afe m 
number, were glad to keep their diftance, and be peaceable. ThIS hbert~ of takmg up 
land, and the ambition each man had of being lord of a vaft, though ummproved ter
ritory, together with the advantage of the many rivers, which a~orded a commodious 
road for fhipping at every man's door, has made the country fall mto fuch an unhappy 
fettlement and courfe of trade, that, to this day, they have not anyone place of coha
bitation among them that may reafonably bear the name of a town. The next gover
nor, after the fettling of this new conftitution, was Sir John Harvey, who proved of a 
fpirit very improper for fuch an employment, fince he began early to differ with his 
council; and foon after oppreiTed the p'eople to fuch a degree, that they were refolved 
to be rid of him, at all events; and accordingly in 1639 they feized him, and fent 
him home prifoner, with a long charge againf!: him, accompanied by two of the coun
cil, appointed to manage the profecution againft him. But as foon as he came to 
London, the King, who highly refented this outrage on his prerogative, fent Sir John 
back again, with the fame authority as before; but the very next year removed that 
oppreiIive governor, and appointed Sir William Berkley to fucceed him. 

This gentleman held the government longer than all his predeceffors put toge
ther, and deferved it; he was, in all refpects, an excellent governor; fo carelul of 
the colony, and fo kind to the people, that he preferved loyalty in Virginia long after 
it was loft at home; nor did he fubmit to the Rump, till he was forced to it; and 
then withdrew to his own plantation, where he lived as a private perfon, and would 
have no concern in public affairs at all; but he was {Ell refpected by the inhabitants 
for the great things he had performed. He had purfued the war with the Indians 
till he had reduced them fa low as to be no longer troublefome, after having made 
their Emperor prifoner; he encouraged the making of pot-afhes, [oap, faIt; planting 
of flax, hemp, and cotton; and the manufacture of filk, which he brought to great 
perfection. After he retired from the government there were three perfons fent from 
England, who ruled one after another feven years; the firft of them was Colonel 
Di~gs, who aCted under the parliament's authority ~ then Mr. Bennet was fent over by 
OlIver; and afterwards one Mr. Matthews, who dled governor; and, upon this acci
dent, the people of Virginia defired Sir William Berkley to refume the adminiftration 
,)f affairs. He had a commiiIion from King Charles II. then in exile; but he abfo
lutely refded to aCt, unlefs the people would acknowledge his mailer, to which they 
very readily confented, which will appear the lefs furprizing, when it is confidered, 
that ab~nda~:ce of ~entlemen~ who had been ruined in the fupport of the royal caufe, 
had retIred mto thIS colony from England . 

. In. ~onfequence therefore, of this refolution, King Charles II. was proclaimed in 
VIrgmJa, ?efore h~ \ya~ ~cknowled~ed in any of his three kingdoms; but it happened 
very luckIly for SIr "\Vdham that hIS mafter was foon after reftored· and as a mark of 
his affection for the province, he wore at his coronation a robe of 61k, fent from Vir-

ginia. 
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ginia. Soon after Sir William went over to compliment the King upon his return, 
and left Colonel Francis Morrifon, his deputy; who behaved, in his abfecce, to the 
general fatisfaCtion of the plantation. He ordered the laws to be revifed and colleCted 
into a body, to be laid before the affembly, at their next feffion. He took the fame 
care of the church as he did of the fiate; he regulated the parifhes, fettled the mini
fiers' allowance, got a revenue for the fupport of the government, and other laws for 
the encouragement of the linnen and woollen manufaCtures, the breeding of filk-~orms, 
tanning, and faIt-works. -

VVhilfi the deputy-governor was fo bufy for the fervice of the colony, Sir "William 
Berkley was in England, taking, his infl:ruCtions from the King for his future conduCt. 
His Majefl:y ordered him to pror!lote huibandry, manufaCtures, filk and vineyards, that 
all fhips trading to Virginia fhould go to James-town, and be entered at the cufiom
houfe there before they broke bulk; which orders were given, with an intent, that by 
them the people might be tempted to come thither, and dwell there for the con
veniency of trade; and had they been obeyed it might have increafed the number of 
buildings in that city, which is now much lefs than it was fourfcore years ago; eyery 
body coveting to live at his plantation, and fettle where he thinks he {hall have the 
befi crops and conveniency of {hipping. This is the reafon that there are fo few 
towns in Virginia, and thofe that are there fo very fmall. Sir \Villiam, being fully 
infl:ruCted by the King how to proceed on his return to his goYernmlC'nt, fet fail from 
England to Virginia, where he arrived in the year 166:2, and immediately put the 
people upon improving their plantations, and advancing manufaCtures. He fum
moned an aifembly, and got an aCt paifed for building James-tml'll; each county 
was to build fo many houfes, and fome aCtually built their quota; \\"hich, not\\ith
fianding the aCt, were converted into taverns and eating-houfes, and the town was 
very little the bigger for them. Sir "Villiam Berkley, at his return, gave a fandion 
to the new body of laws, and took all the care he could to carry them into execution, 
which was all that he could do, or that indeed could be expeCted from him. And, as 
we are now come down in the hifl:ory of this colony as low as this period wiII permit, 
we are next to give a fuccinCt account of the nature and condition of this plantation, 
that it may appear how well it deferves the pains that have been taken about it, and 
how amply it rewards this nation for all the care and expence beitowed in plant
ing of it, which will alfo acquit us of all the promifes made to the reader upon this 
fubjeCt. 

5. The fituation of Virginia is remarkably happy and cOnYenient, having the river 
Potowmac upon the north-eafi, the Atlantic Ocean on the eafi, the province of Caro
lina on the fouth, and the Apalachian Mountains on the wefl:, which feparate it from 
Florida. It lies from 36 to 39 degrees north latitude, and between 74 and 80 degrees 
of wefl:ern longitude; it extends about 240 miles in length from north to fouth, and 
may be in breadth 120 miles from eafi to wefl:. As to the air of this country it de
pends yery much on the winds. The north and north-wefl: are either very {harp and 
piercing, or boifierous and fiormy, the fouth-eafi and fouth being hazy and fultry. 
The winter is dry and clear, which makes it very pleafant; fnow falls in great quanti
ties, but it feldom lies above a day or two, and their frofis though quick and {harp, 
yet feldom lafi long. Their fpring is fomewhat earlier than ours; in April they have 
frequent rains; May and June are very pleafant months, the heat being greatly tem
pered by cooling breezes; July and Augufi are fultry hot, the air growing in a manner 
fiagnant, which produces dreadful thunderings and lightning; in September the wea
ther breaks, and there fall prodigious [howers of rain, at which feafon it is that t~e in-

. habrtantr. 
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habitants are moft fickly. It ought, ho~ever, to be obferved, that in this, and inde~d 
in all our colonies, the climate grows daIly. better, and th:fe thunder feafons lefs ':0-
lent, which the inhabitants very juftly afcnbe to the clearmg the country, and cuttmg 
down the woods, which gives the air a free paffage, and is attended WIth many other 
conveniences. 

As to the foil it is generally low towards the fea coafts, and fo~ one hundred 
miles \lp into the country there is hardly a hill or ftone to be met with, except that 
here and there fame rocks of iron are appear above the ground, and fame banks of a 
kind of petrified oyfter-fhells, that are of ·a prodigious thicknefs; the whole country 
before it was planted was either foreft or morafs, which in the Weft Indies they call 
fwamps. The bay of Chefapeak runs direaIy up the country, almoft due north, for 
three hundred miles; at the entrance it is efteemed about twenty-one miles broad, or 
fomething more; and it continues navigable as long as it wafhes the coaft of Virginia, 
and much farther. Into the weft-fide of this bay fall four great rivers, which rife in 
the Apalachian Mountains, all of them running from the north-weft to the fouth-eafl:: 
the moft foutherly of thefe is lames-river, the Indian name whereof was Powhatan, 
being generally about two miles over, and navigable, at leaft, fourfcore miles. 
Yark-river, whofe Indian name was Pamaunkee, is a little to the northward of 
lames-river, and in fame places they approach one another fa near, that they are 
not five miles afunder. To the northward of York-river is the river Raphanack, 
which in fame places is not ten miles diftant from York-river, and either of them as 
broad or broader than lames-river. North of Raphanack is the great river of Pa
towmack, which in fame places is not above feven miles diftant from Raphanack-river, 
and in other places upwards of fifty. This river of Patowmack is navigable above two 
hundred miles, being nine miles broad in fame places, but generally about feven. 
The mouth of the river Patowmack, and that of lames-river, are about one hundred 
miles afunder; but the heads of all the four rivers rife in the fame hills, pretty near 
each other. There are great plenty of fprings in all parts of the country, but the 
water is fomewhat harfher than in England. 

As to animals, there were neither horfes, cows, fheep, or fwine, before the coming 
of the Englifh, but they have now plenty of them all; and their h6rfes are very fer
viceable, and travel at a great rate. They have likewife elks, but not common; red. 
deer in great plenty; hares, fquirrels of feveral kinds, mufk-rats, rackoons, wild cats, 
beavers, wolves, faxes, and feveral forts of dogs. As for reptiles, they have lizards, 
feveral kinds of fnakes, particularly the rattle-fnake, of which an account will be 
given hereafter. As to birds, they have eagles of three forts: the firft is the grey 
eagle, about the fize of a kite; the fecond, the bald eagle, fa called becaufe the upper 
part of the neck and head is covered with a fort of white down; the third, a bla{:k 
eagle, refembling thofe in England, very ravenous, and which do a great deal of mif· 
chief; mo~ forts Qf hawks, two kind of owls, both very large; and the white owl,. 
very beautIfu!, all t?e feathers of her back and breaft being bright as £lIver, except 
a black fpot ImmedIately below the throat. They have a large bird of prey, which 
they call a buftard, but it is rather a kind of kite; they have WI1d turkeys very large, 
fome of them weighing forty pounds; their partridges are fmaller than ours, but to the 
full as well tafted; they have a bird called the mocking-bird, of two forts, grey and 
red, efteemed the fineil £lnging bird in the world; it receives its name from imitating 
the notes of all other kind of birds it hears: the humming-bird with a long bill and 
very fine feathers. As to water-fowl they have of all forts fuch as hems bitterns, 
curlews, wild fwan~, geefe, ducks" teal, wigeons, cQrmorant;, and gulls. ' 
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As for fifh, no country in the world has greater plenty: in February, March, April, 
and May, there are ihoals of herrings come up into their very brooks, fome of the fize 
of ours, b~t for th: mo~ part much b~gger. 1~here are alfo plentyof cod-fiih and fling
gra~s; .w~Ich ~afi . IS. faid to be pecuhar to thIS coun~ry, .bemg fo called from having 
a fimg m ItS taIl; It IS efieemed good food. In theIr flvers there are the old wife 
the iheep's-head, an excellent fifh; trouts, green-fifh, fiurgeons in great plenty; 
plaice, flounders, whitings, carp, pikes, mullets, and perch. And for ihell-fifh the" 
have oyfiers, crabs, cockles, and ihrimps. Of thofe that are not eaten, they hav~ 
in their feas, whale, dog-fifh, iharks, porpoifes, gar-fifh, and fword-fifh: there is 
alfo a fiih they call the toad-fifh, from his fwelling monfiroufly when taken out of 
the water; and the rock-fiih, fame fpecies whereof are poifonous, and have been 
fatal to thofe that have eaten them; though others, which are not eafy to be dif
tinguiihed from the former, are very wholefome food; the fkip-jack, fa called 
from his fk.ipping out of the water, is tolerable good food; and fa is the tobacco
pipe-fifh, fo called from its being long and flender like a tobacco pipe. They 
have many infeCts, fuch as mufk.itoes, bugs, feed-ticks, red-worms, which lie only 
on old trees and rotten logs; on which if a man fits down in the midfi of fummer, 
he is fure to catch them, but they are eafily got off with warm water. We may 
add to thefe the worm that eats plank, which h,as a kind of horn or fcrew in its 
head, with which it forces a paifage through any wood to which it fiicks; and as we 
have heard much of thefe worms, and perhaps not a little concerning them that is 
wide of the truth, it may not be amifs to give an account of them, from a gentleman 
who refided long in Virginia, and made very exaCt obfervations. In the month of 
June, annually, there rife up in the faIts vafi beds of feedling worms, which enter 
the ihips, floops, or boats, wherever they find the coat of pitch, tar, or lime worn 
off the timber, and by degrees eat the plank into cells, like thofe of an honey
comb. Thefe worms continue thus upon the furface of the water, from their rife in 
June, until the firfi great rains after the middle of July; but after that do no 
freih damage till the next fummer feafon, and never penetrate farther than the 
plank or timber they firfi fix upon. 

The damage occafioned by thefe worms may be four feveral ways avoided; lfi, By 
keepinl! the coat (of pitch, lime, and tallow, or whatever elfe it is) whole upon the 
botto~ of the fhip or veifel; for thefe worms never fafien or enter but where 
the timber is naked. 2dly, By anchoring the large veifels in the firength of the tide, 
during the worm feafon, and hauling the fmall~r afhore; for. in ~he cur.rent of a firang 
tide the worms cannot fafien. 3dly, By burnmg and cleanmg Immediately after the 
worm [ea[on is over, for then they are but jufi fiuck into the plank, and have not 
buried themfelves in it; fa that the leafi fire in the world defiroys them entirely, and 
prevents all dam.age th~t would other~ife enfue from them. 4thly, By runni?g up 
into the freihes WIth a fiup or veifel, dunng the five or fix weeks that the worm IS thus 
above water; for they never enter, or do any damage in freih water, or where it 
is not very raIt. 

We come now to fpeak of what is produced by their foil. And firfi with 
refpeCl: to trees; of which we may affirm, few countries are better fiocked, or 
afford greater variety. As to timber, they have oaks, cedars, firs, cyprefs, elm, aih, 
and wallnut; fome of their oaks meafure two feet fquare, and fixty feet in height. 
They have alfo beach, poplar, hazel, &c. befides faifafras, farfaparilla, and many other 
[weet woods, and fuch as are ufed in dying. Their fruits are, grapes of feveral kinds, 
cherries of various forts, plumbs from the bignefs of a damfon to that of a pear; 
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peaches in fuch plenty that in fame places they feed their hogs, with them;, quinc~s 
in abundance, and apples and pears in as great plen,ty as can ~e wIihed, TheIr cor? IS 
of two forts, Englifh whe,at, barley, oats, ry~, whIch ~ll thnve very w:ll, and yI~ld 
from fifteen to thirty fold mcreafe; and maIze or IndIan corn, whIch IS not unlIke 
our peafe in tafte, but grows in a great ear or head as big as the, h~dle of a large 
horfe-whip, having from three hundred to feven hundred g~a~ns m ?ne ear, and 
fometimes one grain produces two or three fuch ears or heads; It IS of va~lOus colours, 
red, white, yellow, blue, green and black, and ,fome ~peckled and ft!Iped, but ~he 
white and yellow are mo£l common; the £lalk IS as thIck as an ordmary walkmg 
cane, and grows fix or eight feet high, in joints, ~a~ing a fweet juice in it, ?f 
which a fyrup is fometimes made, and from every Jomt there grow long leaves m 
the fhape of fedge leaves: The manner of planting is in holes or trenches, about 
five or fix feet diftance from each other; the earth is opened with a hoe (and of late 
years, with a plough), four inches deep, and four or five grains thrown ,into each 
hole, or trench, about a fpan di£lant from each other, and then covered WIth earth: 
they keep it weeding from time to time, and as the ftalk grows high they keep 
the mould about it like the hillocks in a hop-garden: they begin to plant in April, 
but the chief plantation is in May, and they continue to plant till the middle of 
June: what is planted in April is reaped in Auguft; what is planted in May is 
reaped in September; and the laft in Oaober, 

But as the great produce of this country is tobacco, and as that of Virginia is looked 
upon as the beft in the world, it is but ju£l that we fhould give a more particular ac
count of it. It is certain that the country produced vaft quantities of it before any 
Europeans went thither. and that the ufe of it was taught them by the natives; 
but in what manner they cultivated it, or how they cured it, is now no longer 
known, fince at prefent they buy what they confume from the Englifh, and 
therefore it is of their manner of managing this plant that we fhall fpeak. The 
tobacco feeds are firfl: fown in beds, where having remained a month, the plants 
are tranfplanted into the little hillocks, like thofe in our hop-gardens, the firft rainy wea
ther; and being grown a foot high there, within the fpace of another month they 
top them, and prune off all the bottom leaves, leaving only feven or eight on the 
ftalk, that they may be the better fed; and thefe leaves, in fix weeks rime, 
will be in their full growth; the planters prune off the fuckers, and clean them of the 
horn-worm twice a week, which is called worming and fuckering; and this work 
lafts three weeks or a month, by which time the leaf from green begins to turn brownifh, 
and to fpot and thicken; which is a fign of its ripening; as faft as the plants ripen, 
they cut them down, heap them up, and let them lie and fweat a night, and the next day 
t~ey carry them to the tobacco-houfe, where every plant is hung up at a convenient 
difl:ance one from another, for about a month or five weeks; at the end of which time they 
ftrike or take them down, in moift weather, when the leaf gives, or elfe it will 
crumble to du£l; after which they are laid upon fticks, and covered up clofe in the 
tobacco-houfe for a week or a fortnight to fweat; and then openinO" the bulk in a 
wet day, the fervants ftrip and fort them, the top leaves being th~ beft, and the 
bottom the worft tobacco; the laft work is to pack it in hogfheads, or bundle it 
up, which is alfo done in a wet feafon; for in curing of tobacco, wet feafons are 
as neceffary as dry to make the leaf pliant. 

Yet tobacco is very far from being the only thing of value which this country 
produ,c,es; on the contrary, they have flax, hemp, and cotton; and filk they might 
have It they were not fa extremely addicted to their ftaple commodity, as. never to 
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think of any thing elfe, if tobacco can be brought to a tolerable market. They have 
likewife filk grafs, of which they make very little advantage, though, no doubt, un
der proper management, mofl: profitable manufactures might be" raifed from it, fince 
its threads are finer than thofe of flax, and fironger than hemp. We may add to this, 
that all kind of naval fiores might be produced in Virginia with great eafe, and in 
vafl: plenty: fuch as plank-timber, mafis, yards, pitch, tar, rofin, and turpentine, 
befides fails, cordage, and iron. It is commonly faid, and there are fome who have 
lived in Virginia ready enough to affirm it, that there is hardly a fl:one to be found 
in the country; but however, this is far enough from being true; for at the water· 
falls there are fiones enough of different kinds fit for paving, and other ufes; and 
towards the hills there are quarries of flate, and a kind of freefl:one; there are 
likewife a fort of fhining pebbles, not at all inferior to Kerry-fl:ones, and though, ge
nerally fpeaking, they are foft, yet I have heard that when long expofed to the air, 
they become very hard, and if poliihed are extremely beautiful. As to mines, they 
have feveral of good iron in almofi all parts of the country, more efpecially in the 
Northern Neck, which belongs to Lord Fairfax. There was once a lead mine dif
covered, but loft in the firfi maffacre; there has been likewife a talk of filver and 
gold mines; but it is certain that they have a great many coals, antimony, and other 
things of value in the bowels of that country, which they would not fail to fearcR 
out if tobacco alone did not fupply them plentifully. 

Thus far we have defcribed the country itfelf: let us next enquire into its condition 
as a colony; and in this light we find it divided into twenty-five counties, fome fay 
twenty-nine; of thefe the firfi is James-county, lying on both fides James-river, which 
contains five pariihes and the only two towns that are in Virginia. The firfi is James
town, on the north fide of the river, and about forty miles from the mouth of it; 
it is very far from being confiderable, as it does not contain above fixty or eighty 
houfes at mofl:, and of thefe, as we obferved before, the greater part are taverns 
or public houfes for the entertainment of fea-faring people, the gentlemen of Vir
ginia making it their choice to live on their plantations, in order to fee how their 
eftates are managed; and in thefe feats of theirs they live fo handfomely and fo 
hofpitably, that how much foever firangers may difapprove their method before they 
come into the country, they are quickly reconciled to it afterwards. The fecond 
is Williamfburgh, to which the feat of government is now transferred, and yet it 
does not confift of above forty houfes. The reft of the counties are denominated as 
follows: Henrico county, Prince George, Charles county, Surry, Ifle of Wight, 
N anfamond, Norfolk, Princefs Anne, York county , Warwick, Elizabeth, New Kent, 
King William, King and Queen, Gloucefter, Middlefex, Effex, Richmond, Stafford, 
Weftmorland, and Lancafter, Northumberland, Acomack, and Northampton. 

The number of people in thefe counties, taken altogether, men, women, children, 
and negroes, may amount to about half a million; of thefe one hundred and 
twenty thoufand are freemen, or their wives and children, and above twenty thou
fand are capable of bearing arms. As for the Indians, there are ftill many nations 
of them, but [orne of them fo fmall, that they do not exceed four or five families; and it is 
thought that amongfl: them all, they could fcarce raife feven hundred, fome think not five 
hundred fighting men. As to the government it refembles that of England; for 
the l~bifiative authority is lodged in the governor, or council and affembly: ~he 
governor reprefents the King; gives his affent to laws, and has a negative vOIce. 
As Governor, he is at the head of the civil adminifl:ration, and being by his com
million a lieutenant-CTeneral and vice-adIniral, the military and naval power are like-
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wife in his hands. In other refpeCts, the government is very .well regul~ted, and 
the church alfo is well taken care of; neither has any plantatIOn belongm~ t? . us 
been under better management, or the people more happy than thofe of Vlrgmla; 
and this appears very plainly from the face of the country, though there are. no 
great towns in it, and but very few villages; for the gentlemen's feats are. very thICk, 
all of them good convenient houfes, many of them large and magmficent. The 
roads are no where better, the country being, for the mofi part, level, and fca:'ce 
any rugged or deep ways; fa that it is a com.mon thing to travel forty or fifty mI~es 
in an afternoon and fometimes an hundred m a fummer's day. They have hkewlfe 
as great conve;iencies ~ith reFpeCt to water carri~&e a? any country in ~he world; 
and it is this that has chIefly hmdered them from hvmg m great towns, whICh,.though 
prejudicial to the manufaCtures, has certainly proved very advantageous. to theIr plan
tations, which are larger, more frequent, and bette: fecured, than ~n .alm~fi. any 
other colony; and as it has flouriihed extremely hItherto, fa at thIS tI?le It .IS as 
thriving a colony, and as likely to continue fa, as any that belong to thIS natIOn. 

The lafi thing we propofe is, to give the reader fame idea of the advantages that 
arife to the nation from this particular plantation, which I mufi confefs is a very diffi
cult thing to do; but, however, I ihall labour to give as much fatisfaCtion as I 
can, and if I ihould be fa fortunate as to meet with any farther informations, care 
fhall be taken that the public fhall not lofe the benefit of them, fince they will come in 
properly enough in the latter part of the work. In the firfi place it mu{t be obferved, 
that as the value of labour differs in feveral parts of this kingdom, fa the labour of a 
man in mofi of the plantations is not only as advantageous to his native country as if 
he worked at home, but much more fa: I believe, upon a moderate computation, we 
may reckon that fuch a perron contributes to the public fiock, by which I mean, the 
income and wealth of the Britifh nation, four times as much: fa that we may with 
reafon reckon, that the white people in Virginia, one with another, produce twelve 
pounds to this nation; the reafon of which will appe~r, when we confider the nature 
of their commerce more particularly. But befides this, the negroes are of great advan
tage to this kingdom, though of infinitely lefs than white people would be, if they were 
employed in the fame work; for everyone of thefe poor creatures confume yearly 
tW? hilling-hoes,. two weeding-hoes, two grubbing-hoes, befides axes, faws, wimbles, 
nalls, and other Iron tools and materials. On the whole, there can be no fort of quef
tion, becaufe it appears a plain matter of faCt, that thefe people neceifarily take off the 
fum of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, in the commodities of this country. 
How far it might have been more expedient for the infant-colony to have intermarried 
with the Indians, and thereby fa increafed their numbers as to have been in a condition 
to manage their affairs without flaves at all, I will not take upon me to determine; 
but this feems fa clear as to admit of no difpute, that fuch a fettlement would 
have bee?- by far more beneficial to the mother-country, and out of comparifon more 
commodlO~s and fecure for the plante:s themfelves. But I mention this only incidentally, 
and that It may pafs the confideratIOn of perfons better verfed in thefe things than I 
pretend to be; and, from jufi hinting how things might be, return to the detail of how 
they really are. 

I have before. fi~ted (agreeable to. what able authors have aiferted upon this fubjeCt) 
fame general pnncipies of computatIOn, fuch as that every head in this plantation may 
b~ reckone~ worth twelve pounds a year to this nation, which muft feem prodi
pou~, and mdeed fa does every thing grounded on calculation, to fuch as have not 
apphed themfelves thereto; and fa they always will, unlefs dearly explained, which is 
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what I lhall next attempt, as defiring to inculcate ufeful truths, capable of influencing 
men's praCtice, and not to write paradoxical difcourfes for my own, and other people's 
amufement. In order to untie thefe knots, we mufi confider that the people in 
Virginia live exaCtly as we do, or rather more freely, in that generous, open, hofpi
table, and confequently expenfive method that prevailed here in the lafi age. But as 
they are fupplied both with neceffaries and conveniences, with the infiruments of 
labour, as well as the means of luxury, from England; it follows of courfe that they 
mufi employ an infinite number of hands to provide thefe. For it is generally known 
that thefe demands mufi be fupplied from thofe handicrafts and mechanics that have 
mofi hands in their fervice; fuch as weavers, ihoemakers, hatters, ironmongers, 
turners, joiners, taylors, cutders, fmiths, bakers, brewers, ropemakers, hofiers, and 
indeed all the mechanics in England; their manufaCtures being good merchandize in 
Virginia. The commodities fent thither, befides linn en, filks, India goods, wine, and 
other foreign manufaCtures, are doth, coarfe and fine ferges, fiu ffs , bays, hats and 
all forts of haberda{hers' ware; hoes, bills, axes, nails, adzes, and other iron ,Yare; 
doaths, ready made; knives, bifket, flour, fiockings, {hoes, caps for fervants, and, 
in {hort, every thing that is made in England. 

But if they employ thefe people they mufi feed them likewife, and pay them their 
wages; and not only them, but thofe who take the pains to go between the planters 
and thefe workmen; by which I mean the agents, merchants, or faCtors; who, though 
fewer in number, yet have their fervants and dependents; who, from the nature of 
their employments, expeCt to be paid at a better rate. N either is this all, for when 
things, are made and brought to the faCtor, they are never the nearer to the planter 
in Virginia, but mufi be put into the hands of a new fet of people, who are to be 
paid for the carriage of them; fo that now I think the moft common capacity may 
underfiand how the labour of every head in any plantation muft be worth four times 
as much to the community of his mother-country, as if he wrought at home; for 
if he fpends fo, much, and pays for what he has, both of which are undeniable, his 
labour mufi produce fo much. This {hews the benefit of plantations to their mother
country; and I hope there is no need to fay that this {hews how much regard and 
refpeCt is due from thofe who manage the affairs of the mother-country, to thofe who 
Jive and labour for her in the plantations. But becaufe it is not impoilible we may 
err a little in the meafure of thefe computations, and as I am far from defiring to 
macrnify thefe advantages beyond the truth, I {hall lay it down as a thing certainly to 
be depended upon, that every white perfon in Virginia, one with another, is worth 
to this nation ten pounds, which will make the value of the whole plantation equal 
to an annuity of 1,200,0001. to Great Britain. 

This I think is already, in a great meafure, demonfirated; but as I am very fenfible 
that many people will fiill think full fatisfaCl:ion is not given upon this head, if they are 
not {hewn how this, or at leafi the greatefi part of it, is received; that we may not 
do things by halves, my next care {hall be to remove this difficulty likewife. In order 
to this, we muft confider that the trade of this colony, as well as that of Maryland, 
confifts almofi entirely of tobacco; for though the country would produce feveral 
excellent commodities fit for trade, yet the planters are fa wholly bent on planting 
tobacco, that they feem to have laid afide all thoughts of other improvements. This 
trade is brought to fuch perfeCtion, that the Virginia tobacco, efpecially the fweet
f-cented, which grows on York-river, is reckoned the beft in the world, and is what is 
(fenerally vended in England for a home confumption; the other forts, called Oronoac, 
~nd that of Maryland, are hotter in the mouth, but they turn to as good account, 
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being in demand in Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Germany; it is th~refore from 
this commodity that we are to l~~k for the betlI;>art of th~t vail: fum whIch we have 
mentioned; and if we proceed dIhgently, and wIth attentIOn, I dare fay we fhall not 
fearch in vain. 

In time of peace, I am perfuaded, from feveral different calculations, and from the 
comparifon of the informations I have fought and received from fuch as are, or ought 
to be beft acquainted with thefe matters, that there is very little lefs than one hundred 
thoufand hogfheads of tobacco exported every year from this colony; that between 
three and four hundred fhips are employed in this trade; and upwards of four thou
fand feamen. If we take things upon this foot, then the hundred thoufand hogfheads 
of tobacco will produce about the fum at which I have fixed the produce of this 
colony to the nation; but it may be faid, that if we take tobacco for the commo
dities and manufattures that we fend to Virginia, it differs very widely from an annuity; 
and that inftead of receiving 1,200,0001. from the perfons inhabiting this plantation, 
we return them the moil: valuable things we have, to 60,000,000 of pounds of tobacco, 
which in itfelf is no neceffary of life, and which we right very well do without: thus 
we are all at fea again, and it is my bufinefs to fet us once more afh'ore; and if I am 
able to clear up this laft mift, I hope there will, for ever after, be fair weather for the 
plantations. 

In anfwer therefore to this objettion, which feems to deft roy all, and to demolifh 
entirely that firuCture which I have been eretting, I fay, that ftriaIy confidered, it 
makes more in favour of the colony of Virginia, than all that I have been faying for 
it; and this I fhall be able to make as plain as any thing can be made, in a very few 
words. It is, I think, generally agreed, that Sir Walter Raleigh firft brought tobacco 
into England, or rather, as I apprehend, had it brought over to him from this colony; 
and we find the ufe of it much recommended by the learned and worthy Mr. Harriott, 
whom he fent over thither. But we muil: not infer from thence that Virginia 
tobacco was always ufed here, fince the contrary is very certain; for, as the reader 
has been told, it was Sir George Yardly who introduced the planting and cultivating 
tobacco in that country by the Europeans, in the reign of King James I. 

Yet before this time the prattice of taking tobacco was become fo common in 
England, that King James wrote a book againft it. I do not concern myfelf in the 
controverfy, whether he was right or wrong in his oppofition to this prattice; but I 
mention it to fhew that it was become common, and that the fafhion of ufing it was 
growing ftrong. We had moft of our tobacco then from Brazil, and fome from the 
Spanifh plantations; the price of it was from four to feventeen fhillings a pound, and 
if we had come to ufe as much of it as we do of the Virginia tobacco, and had paid 
for it at the rate only of five fhillings, this fingle article of luxury would have il:ood 
us in upwards of feven millions every year. I very readily allow that this would be a 
very abfurd and improbable fuppofition, fince it cannot be imagined that, in fuch a cafe, 
the common fort of people either could or would have fmoaked tobacco; but then let 
us confider what a number of I;>eople there are to whom the dearnefs of this commodity 
would have proved no reil:ramt; and let us fuppofe that we fhould, in this refpeCl: 
have been no wifer than our neighbours, which I look upon to be a very modeil: and 
rational fuppofition ; we might the~, inftead of forty thoufand hogfheads, have con
fumed ten or twelve thoufand, whIch would have amounted to a million or upwards, 
and co?-fe9ue~tly fo ~u~~ ready money.is hin~red f~om ~oi~g ou~ of the nation by 
the brmgmg m of VIrgmIa tobacco, whIch, VIewed III thIS light, IS equivalent to the 
importing of fo much filver. 
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But to proceed, befides the money faved to the nation by the ufe of this tobacco, we 
export one way or other fixty thoufand hog£heads, which, at five pound per hog!head, 
amounts to 300,0001. exclufive of the dUly of this tobacco, which is not drawn 
back. I might have taken another method of reafoning upon this fubject, by !hewing 
that whatever exchange of commodities contributes to the maintenance and employment 
of a certain number of people, is not only equal to, but is really much better than, an 
annuity that would maintain the fame number of people in the fame way, had I not 
been inclined to render this matter as evident as it is poffible. After this" !hall make 
but two !hort obfervations, and fo quit this part of my fubject. 

The firft is, that in cafe what we receive from Virginia in tobacco !hould fall !hort 
of the fum I have computed we derive from thence, this deficiency is certainly made 
up fome other way; or, in other words, the Virginians fend us other commodities, 
or pay us with the balance of their trade with other places. The fecond obfervation is, 
that there is not the leaft danger of feeing this country over-peopled, and thereby 
finking the value of tobacco, becaufe there are a multitude of things to which the 
people may turn their hands; feveral of which have been enumerated already, and 
therefore 1 fhall only obferve that in the articles of filk and iron the inhabitants of 
this colony might fave us 300,0001. a year, and bring us in very near the fame fum 
from other nations. But it is now time to quit this agreeable topic, which however 
is a very hard talk for one who has any tinCture of public fpirit, in order to proceed 
with the proper bufinefs of this chapter. 

6. In what we have delivered concerning Virginia, we have purfued the hiftory 
only of the firft company eftabli!hed by King James's patent, called alfo the London, 
or South Virginia company; but we are next to account for the conduct of the other 
adventurers, or the weftern or Plymouth company, as they are ftiled by the writers of 
thofe times, who contented themfelves for fome years with traJing with the natives 
of North Virginia for furs, and fifhing upon that coaft. Two fhips being employed 
in this fi!hery in the year 16 I 4, commanded by the famous Captain John Smith and 
Captain Thomas Hunt: Captain Smith went on !hare, and took a particular view of 
the country of the Maifachufetts, and had fome lkirmifhes with the natives; after which 
he returned to England, ordering Hunt to fail with the other fhip to Spain, and difpofe 
of the fi!h he had tahen there; but Hunt, propofing to make a market of the natives 
themfelves, as well as of their fi!h, after Captain Smith was gone, enticed twenty-feven 
men of the Indians on board his !hip, and then fetting fail with them to Malaga, fold 
them there to the Spaniards for flaves, at the rate of twenty pounds a man, among 
whom was an Indian called Squanto, afterwards very ferviceable to the Engli!h. 

This outrage was fo refented by the Indians for the prefent, that all commerce 
with them became impracticable; nor was this the firft time the natives had been 
thus violently carried away by the Englifh; for Captain Harlow, in the year 161 I, 
furprized one Epenow, and two more of his countrymen, and brought them to 
England; where Epenow learned Engli!h enough to impofe upon his mafters; and 
underftanding that the hopes of acquiring mountains of gold was the principal induce
ment the Englifh had to vifit his country; the cunning Indian, in order to get thither 
again, pretended there was a rich gold mine not far from the country where he was 
born, which he would guide them to if they thought it worth their while to fit out a 
!hip on fuch an expedition. This overture had the fuccefs Epenow expected, and 
Captain Hobfon was difpatched the next year with provifions, tools, and materials, 
proper to make a fettlement, and open the mines Epenow had given them intelligence 
ot: This !hip arriving on the coaft of Maffachufetts, feveral Indians came on board, 
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promifing to return again the next day with furs and other merchandize; and they 
did indeed return but in an hoftile manner, with twenty canoes full of armed men; 
and Epeno~, beck;ning to them to approach nearer, the fhip, jumped into the fea, 
and made his efcape to them; whereupon the Enghfh fired upon the canoes, and 
were anfwered with a flight of arrows, and feveral were wounded on both fides, among 
whom was Captain Hobfon himfelf; after which the captain, without attempting 
any thing farther, thougt fit to return to England. . . 

In the year 1619, Captain Dormer was fent to New England, .and WIth .hIm 
Squanto, the Indian, as an interpreter, to endeavour to make peace Wlth ~he natIves, 
and fettle a colony in the Maffachufetts bay, but to no purpofe; the IndIans would 
not be reconciled, and, in a ikirmifh with them, Dormer received further wounds, 
whereupon he proceeded to Virginia, 'leaving Squanto on £hore in New Eng!and. The 
patentees, having met with fuch difcouragement, were, at laft, fo much dl£heartened, 
that they gave up all thoughts of making a fettlement; however, other adventurers 
carried on a trade to New England; eight £hips were employed in it by the merchants 
of London and Plymouth, this, and the next year, and the fuccefs was fuch, that the 
[eamen, who were £harers alfo, had each feventeen pound in fix months time, as much 
as thirty pounds now, and as good as five pound a month, or mafter's pay. It is 
very probab1e that the commerce might have gone on in this manner for feveral 
years, without any thoughts of planting, though that was the motive upon which 
their patent was granted, fo early began the fafhion with companies, to make that 
their leaft care for which they were conftituted. But it fo fell out, that a congregation 
of Independents or Brownifis, that for the fake of their religion had retired to Holland, 
and formed themfelves into a church under one Mr. John Robinfon, who was their 
minifter, found themfelves more uneafy there than they had been in England; and 
therefore formed a projeCt of feeking an eftablifhment in the New World, where they 
imagined they might enjoy peace and quiet; yet before they could carry this defign 
into execution, it was neceffary to have King James's licence, not only in regard to 
the rights of the crown; but to fecure them, when fettled, from being turned out, 
either by their own countrymen or fhangers. In order thereto they got Sir Robert 
Nanton to procure the King's confent for their tranfporting themfelves to America. 
Sir Robert aiked ,His Majefiy that fuch a people might enjoy liberty of confcience 
under His gracious pmteCtion in America, whe~e they would endeavour the advance
ment of His dominions, and promote the Gofpel: the King replied, "It is a good 
and honeft propofal," and yielded to it. 

This congregation, by' their agents in England, treated firft with the council at 
Plymouth for a large traCt of land towards Norembegua and New Scotland; but 
upon better confideration they abandoned their purpofes, and refolved to feat them
felves more to the fouthward on the bank of Hudfon's-river, which falls into the fea 
at New York. To .this end, t.hey c?n~raCted with fome merchants, who were willing 
to be adventurers WIth them, m theIr mtended fettlement, and were proprietors of the 
country; but the contraCt bore too hard upon them, and made them the more eafy 
in the difappointment they met with in fettling on Hudfon's-river; feveral of Mr. 
Robinfon's congregation fold their eftates, and made a common bank for a fund to 
carry .on this undert.aking. T~e agent~ hired the May-Flower, a fhip of one hundred 
and eIghty tons, whIch was freIghted WIth proper goods and merchandize, and ordered 
to Southampton, where £he took aboard the company that came from Holland with 
Mr. Brewfter. The whole company, about one hundred and twenty perfons, failed 
from Plymouth, the 6th of September, and fell in with Cape Cod, on the 9th of 
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November, an ill time of the year to begin building, planting, or indeed any hard and 
difficult labour;· and nothing could be more difficult and hard than theirs was like to 
be: here they refrdhed themfelves about half a day, and then tacked about to the 
fouthward for Hudfon's River; but Jones, the mafrer of the Speedwell, having been 
bribed by the Hollanders, who intended themfelves to take poffeilion of thofe parts, 
as they did fome time after, infread of putting out to fea, entangled them among the 
dangerous ihoals and breakers, where, meeting with a frorm, the ihip was driven back 
again to the Cape, upon which they put into the harbour, and refolved, confidering 
the feafon of the year, to attempt a fettlement there, and to proceed forward to the bay. 
But Cape Cod not being within the limits of the land they had a grant for under the 
patent, they affociated themfelves into a body politic, by a formal infrrument; in which, 
having declared themfelves fubjects of the crown of England, they folemnly engaged 
fubmiilion to the laws that ihould from time to time be made for the good of the colony. 

The place they made choice of to build a town on was very commodious, and the 
country about it not lefs agreeable; fo they refolved not to trouble themfelves or their 
friends about obtaining any farther licence, but to rifque their fortunes where Provi
dence had cafr them; in confequence of which refolution they went hard to work 
in raifing their new town of Plymouth, for that was the name they gave it, and "hich 
lies in the latitude of 42 degrees north. The planters defigned to fray in the country, 
including women and children, were about an hundred, of whom only one boy died in 
the paffage. Their hifrorians mention no more than nineteen families that fettled at 
Plymouth, and give us the names but of forty-one effective meo, among whom the 
chief were John Carver, whom they chofe governor, William Bradford, Edward 
Winflow, John Brewfrer, ailifrant to Mr. Robinfon, and ruling elder of his church, 
Ifaac Alerton, Miles Standifh, John Howland, Richard \Vanen, Stephen Hopkins, Ed
ward Tilly, Chrifropher Martin, William White, Richard Clack, and Thomas Englinl. 
But fuch were the fatigues this infant colony underwent the firfl: winter, th~t out of an 
hundred planters fifty died within the fpace of two months; and had the Indians at. 
tacked them, they had probably all perifhed, but they met with no difl:urbance. 

After they had fixed themfelves at Plymouth Bay, they faw very few of the nativcs 
till thc middle of March, when Samofet, one of their fagamores, or captains, came to 
them in a friendly manner, and gave them to underfrand they were welcome into the 
country, and that his people would be glad to trade with them; and coming again the 
next day with other Indians, they informed the Engliih that their great Sachem, whom 
they called Maffaffoiet, had his refidence but three days march to the northward, and 
intended them a vifit. And accordingly Maffaffoiet arrived the 22d qayof March, 
with a retinue of fixty people; and, being received by Captain Standifh at the head 
of a file of muiketeers, was conducted to a kind of throne they had prepared in one 
of their houfes. This monarch was of a large [[ature, middle-aged, of a grave counte
nance, and fparing in his fpeech; his face was painted red, and both head and face 
fmeared over with oil; he had a mantle of deer-ikin, and his breeches and frockings, 
which were of a piece, were all of the fame materials; his knife ot tomohawk hung 
upon his breafr on a frring, his tobacco-pouch behind him, and his arms covered with 
wild cat.fkins, and in the fame garb were his principal attendants. They did not ob. 
ferve any marks of difrinction between this prince and his fubjects, uniefs it were a 
chain of fifh-bones, which Maffaffoiet wore about his neck. Soon after the Prince was 
feated, Mr. Carver, the governor, came in, with a guard of muiketeers, whereupon 
Maffaffoiet rofe up and kiffed him, after which they both fet down, and an entertain. 
ment was provided by the Indians, of which no part appeared more acceptable than 
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the brandy> the Sachem himfelf drinking very plentifully of it. In l\TafTaffoiet's retinue 
was Squanto, who had been carried to Europe by H~nt, and brought, to New England 
again. This Indian, it feems, had a very great affectIon for th.e En~lrfh, among whom 
he had lived feveral years; and it was to his favourable rep,reientatIon of ,the, colony, 
that the Sachem was induced to make them this friendly vlfit; and, at tim firl1: meet
ing, to enter into an alliance, offenfive and defenfive, wit,h the ~n,gliih> and, even to 
acknowledge King James for his fovereign, and to hold 1118 ?OmmlOnS of han; and, 
as an evidence of his fincerity, MaiEdroiet granted part of hIS country to the planters 
and their heirs for ever. 

This alliance, being founded upon the mutual interefis of the contraCting: parties, 
was maintained inviolably many years. The Sachem, who had been mfor~ed 
by Squant~ how powerful.a people the En~lifh w,ere, bO,th by fe~ and land, proml~ed 
himfelf theIr affifiance agamfi the Naraganfet IndIans, hl8 enemIes; and the Enghlh 
flood in no lefs need of his friendl11ip to efiablifh themfelves in that country. The 
treaty being concluded, Maffaffoiet returned to his capital, leaving Squanto with the 
colony, who was extremely ferviceable to them, not only as an interpreter, but by 
inftructing them how to plant and manage their Indian corn, in piloting them along 
the coaft, and fupplying them with f}ih, fowl, and venifon. The Englifh ftill remained 
fickly, and many of them died; among whom was Mr. Carver, their governor, in the 
lnonth of April, 16'2 I. The feamen alfo had their fhare of illnefs, info much that they 
were not in a condition to fail till May, when the {hips returned to England to give 
their friends an account of the circumftances of the colony. 

While thefe {hips were gone to or remained in the Britiih dominions, the 
colony made choice of Mr. Bradford for their governor~ who enjoyed that poft for 
many years, and faw the plantation thoroughly eil:ablifhed; notwithil:anding that, in 
his time, there arofe fuch differences about religion as actually occaiioned great feuds 
and jealoufies, and feemed to threaten worfe confequences. It may be expeCted, that I 
fuould give fome competent reafon for the quick progrefs of this colony beyond that 
of Virginia, which met with no fuch fuccefs; and this feems to be the rather neceifary, 
becaufe at firft fight one might be inclined to think that it ought to be attributed to 
the fuperior diligence and application of the Weil:ern Company, in comparifon of 
that of London; which is, however, fo far from being true, as in reality this company 
had no {hare at all in the fending over or eftabli{hing this flouriihing plantation. On 
the contrary, it was raifed by the fpirit, vigilance, and ardour of the malcontents in 
the reign of King Charles I. who, before the breaking out of the civil war, and when 
they had little hopes of getting the government into their own hands, projeCted the 

.fecuring to themfelves a fafe retreat in New England, which induced them to fend 
thither fuch regular fupplies, and thofe too under the direCtion of men very capable 
of anfwering the ends for which they were fent thither. We have feen with what 
wonderful fuccefs their firfl: attempts were attended, and how foon their" new colony 
was in a condition to defend and fupport itfelf, not only without any affiitance, but 
almofl: without any notice from the crown, which in the beginning they did not defire; 
but afterwards, forefeeing many inconveniences that were likely to attend this manner 
of proceeding, they very prudently refolv~d to alter it, and to procure to themfelves 
fuch farther fecurity as appeared to them requifite towards attaining thofe ends of 
which they were in purfuit. 

This, therefore.' being the cafe, and the colony of Plymouth ftill remaining without 
a patent, or any tItle to the lands t,hey poffeffed fro~ the North Virg!r:ia (or New Eng
land) Company, fent over Mr. Wmflow, one of theIr number, to fohcll for both in the 
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ye'iJ.r 1624; and this gentleman fucceeded beyond their expeCtation; for the charter 
he procured, enabled the 'planters to eleCt a governor, a council, and magifhates, and 
to make laws, provided they were not oppofite to ours, or encroached on the prero
gatives of the crown. After conduCting the hiftory thus low, and fhe'Ning how, 
where, and when the firft regular Englifh fettlement was founded and fixed in this 
country, now the largeft, beft improved, and mofl: populous of our plantations upon 
the continent, I mufl excufe myfelf from going farther in this way, becaufe it would 
extend this feCtion to an ullproportionable length: and becaufe the hiftory of New 
England has been already written by feveral able men, much better informed thereof 
than I can poffibly be; and therefore I lhall be very well content with endeavouring, 
in as [mall a compafs as I can, to do as much towards explaining the flate of this 
colony, as I have already done for that of Virginia. 

7. In order to this, it will be neceifary to explain what is meant by New England, 
fince it differs thus far from all our colonies, that, in reality, it is a general name for 
feveral of them, though there is no particular plantation, or even province, properly 
fo called. We are therefore to obferve, that under this denomination was originally 
comprehended that part of the continent of North America, which had been formerly 
fiiled North Virginia and Norembegua, and the way it acquired this name was thus: 
W hen Captain Smith made his voyage thither, which has been before mentioned, he 
went afhore, with no more than eight perfons; and at that time drew a plan of as 
much of the country as he had feen. This, as I apprehend, was in the year 16 q ; 
and upon his return he {hewed the Prince of Wales his account of the country, and 
the map he had drawn of it. His then Royal Highnefs, afterwards King Charles I., read 
the one. and examined the other, giving feveral Englifh names to places diftinguifhed 
by Indian appellations in the book; and from Captain Smith's information of the foil 
and cIimate of the country, called it New England, which name it has ever fince borne. 
This work, thus feen, perufed, and approved by the Prince, Captain Smith publifhed 
to the world, under the title of" A Defcription of New England," in which he gave 
a very fair and true account of it, as well as of the advantages that might be hoped 
from a fettIement there; in attempting of which, however, he had the misfortune to 
'be taken prifoner by the French; but notwithftanding this, his treatife. produced the 
intended effeCt, and aCtually brought about that eftablifhment, of which we have already 
:given the hiftory. He likewife wrote and publilhed another book, which he called 
'" New England's Trials," which was very well received, infomuch that we may fafely 
aver, -that all the advantages derived fince to Great Britain, from the feveral fettlements 
m~de in this large and fruitful country, are originally due to the virtue and induflry 
of this indefatigable man. 

The name and bounds of this country being thus fettled, it is nece{fary next to 
'take notice of the feveral plantations made in New England in the proper order of time, 
and then we fhall fhew in what fituation they now ftand. We have already given an 
account of New Plymouth, which was the firft of them; and we are next to fpeak of 
that which, though later in point of time, is now become the mofl confiderable in 
every refpeCt, and which had its beginning and progrefs much in the fame manner 
with it. For in the year 1625 (as the New England hiflorian relates) Mr. White~ 
minifter of Dorchefter, obferving the fuccefs of the Plymouth colony, projected a 
new fettlement in the Ma{fachufets Bay in New England, and prevailing with 
Mr. Conant, and fome others, to go over, and make choice of a proper feulement, he 
and his friends purchafed or procured a grant from the North Virginia, or New Eng
'land Company, in the year 1622, to Sir Henry Rofwell, Sir John Young, knights; 
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Thomas 50uthcot, John Humphreys, and Simon Newcon~b, ~[quires, their heirs. 
afIigns, and aifociates, of all that part of New England which lIes be~ween the great 
river lVIerimack and Charles River, at the bottom of the Maifachufet s Bay, and all 
lands &c. three miles north of Merimack River, and three miles fouth of Charles 
Rive; and in length or in longitude, between thofe rivers, from the Atlantic to the 
South' Sea; and obt~ined a patent from King Charles 1. to hold .the fam~ as ?f his 
manor of Eaft Greenwich in common foccage, yielding and paymg to HIs l\1aJefty a 
fifth part of fuch gold and filver ore as {hould be from time to time found_ within thefe 
limits. Thefe gentlemen having taken in Sir Richard Saltonfl:al, Mr. Haac Johnfton, 
Samuel Addeily, John Van, Matthew Cradock, Thomas Goff, George Harwood, 
Samuel Moor, and feveral more, the following year 1628, procured a new patent with 
the names of the laft-mentioned gentlemen inferted, as the proprietors; by which 
patent they and all others who {hould join with them, were incorporated by the name 
of " The Governor and Company of the Maifachufets Bay in New England;" and 
were empowered to eleCt a governor, deputy-governor, and magiftrates, and ,make 
laws for the good of the plantation, not repugnant to the laws of England; and h~erty 
of confcience was gr,mted to all that {hould fettle there. The adventurers, by virtue 
of this patent, elected Mr. Cradock their governor, and Mr. Endicot their deputy
governor, and fent over the latter immediately to reinforce Mr. Conant, whb was 
fettled at Neumkeak (now Salem), fituated on the coaft of New England, between the 
promontories of Marblehead and Cape Anne. 

This new colony was fupported with the fame fpirit and vigour as the former, and 
fuch mighty embarkations made for its fervice, as {hewed plainly enough of how great 
confequence it appeared to thofe who were its proteCtors in England; and fo much 
they were fet upon having fome man of diftinCtion on the fpot, that in the year 1630 
they chofe John Winthorp, efquire, governor, in the room of Mr. Cradock, who 
declined going over; and he appointed Mr, Thomas Dudley his deputy-governor: 
both of them embarked the fame year, with Sir Richard SaltonftaI. Ifaac Johnfon, 
efquire, and the Lady Arabella his wife, Mr. Eaton, and feveral other patentees, on 
board a fleet of ten fail of large {hips, with about two hundred planters every way com
pletely furni{hcd; fo that foon after their arrival they erected two new fcttlements, the 
one ftiled Charles Town, on the north-fide of Charles River, and the other Dorchefter, 
at the bottom of Maifachufet's Bay; and in a {hort time part of the inhabitants of 
Charles Town pailing over to the oppofite {hore, ereCted Bofton, which is now the 
capital of New England. As new planters arrived every year, the colony quickly be
c.ame over-ftocked; and divifions breaking out amongft them, one Mr. Roger Wil
liams, \"ho was paftor of a church of Brownifts, went and fettled without this govern
ment, and called his new plantation PrQvidence, which afterwards was united to the 
government of Rhode Ifland; of which we {hall fpeak in its proper place. 

In 163$, arrive~ ~ lar,ger fleet from Engl~l1~ than at any time before, and amonglt 
other perions of dlfhnCtlOn, who came over III 1£, was Henry Vane, efquire, fon to Sir 
Henry Vane, fecretary of ftate to King Charles 1. with whom the people were fb taken 
that they eleCted him governor, in the room of Mr. Vlinthorp; but as he had the 
misfortune to have a very roving and extravagant genius. he quickly loft his credit with 
them, and fa,,: his predeceifor reflored: upon which he formed a projeCt of ereCting 
a new plantatIon to the north-weft of the Maifachufet's, which, however, he did not 
can:y into execution; but returning into England, was knighted, and made an extra
ordl~ary fig~re under the .name of .Sir Henry Vane the, younger, as every body knows_ 
that IS acquamted at all WIth our hlftory. But the proJea for a plantation on Connec-
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ticut River was not dropped, though Sir Henry Vane did not proceed in it. This fet. 
dement was become the more necefl'ary, becaufe the Pequet Indians began to grow 
very troublefome; and as the building a town and fort on that river would make a 
good frontier on that fide, agents were fent to view the country, who made fuch an 
advantageous report of the fruitfulnefs of the foil, and largenefs of the river, as made 
many of the planters of Newton, Dorchefler, Weatherton, and Roxbury entertain 
thoughts of tranfplanting themfelves thither, being already ftraightend for room 
where they were. 

Mr. Huoker, minifter of Newton, put himfelf at the head of thefe new adventurers, 
about a hundred in number, who fet out in the month of July, and}ravelling on foot 
with their children and baggage, about nine or ten miles a day, came in ten or eleven 
days to the banks of the river, where they bep;an a town, which they called Hartford; 
after thefe came anotner draught from Dorchei!er, who built a little town, which they 
called \;Vindfor; a third detach ment, from \ V 2terton, built vVeathersfield; and a 
fourth from Roxbury, built Springfield. The towns the planters built on this river 
were fifty and fixty miles from its mouth, f.') that the {hip fn:i:,;htcd with provifions for 
thefe planters a[ the MalTachufets, came 10 late in the year that it was frozen up at the 
mouth of it, fixty mil(~s from the plantation; upon which many of the new adventurers 
travelled back in the depth of winter, and others who attempted it were frozen' to death. 
The calamities which attended them are fuch as all new fetti-::ments are liable to; but, 
however, thofe tbat had courage to lby till the fpring', carried on their fettlements with 
fuch fuccefs, tbat they were not only in a capacity of fubfifiing, but making head 
againfl: their enemies. They had a fort of commiffion from the government of the 
Malfachufets Bay; but finding they had extended their plantations beyond [he limits 
of that colony they entered into a voluntary afl'vciation to obey th;; laws that fhould 
be made by proper perfons for the common good, and chofe Edward Hopkins, efq. 
their governor; and in this fituation they remained as to confbtution, till John Win. 
thorp, junior, efquire, obtained an ample charter for them from King Charles II. 
authorizing them to eleCt their own governor, council, and magifirates; and enaCt 
fuch laws as they thought mort advantageous to the colony, not oppofite to the laws of 
England; the benefit wherr~of they enjoy to this day. 

S. By that time this fettlement was brought into tolerable order, George Fenwick~ 
efq. was fent to New England, in order to make choice of the mofi commodious fpot 
he could find, for the heads of that party which had hitherto fupported all thefe 
colonies; and it was conceived he would execute his commiffion the more readily, 
fince the Lord Vifcount Say and Seal, and the Lord Brook, two heads of the party, 
held lands on ConneCticut, by virtue of a grant from the Earl of \T\f arwick, another 
Puritan, who held a patent for all that part of the country, extending from the river 
Narananfet forty leagues, in a ftrait line near the fea-fhore towards VirgiIlia, z,s all the 
conti~ent fouth of New England was then called, as tar as Florida. The Earl of 
Warwick al1icT ned his OT::.lnt to thefe tw-o lords, Brook and Say, Charles Fiennes, efq. 

i.J h -
brother to the Lord Say Sir Nathaniel Rich of the Wan\'ick family, Sir Richard 
Saltonil:all, RicbarJ Knightly, efq. 10h11 Pym, efq. John Hampden, efq. and Herbet 
Pelham, efq. Mr. Fenwick [eated himfelf at the mouth of the river, and built a town 
which he called Saybrook, in which he wZ\s ailifl:ed by J',T\·. vVinthorp, junior, fon of the 
governor of the lVlafl'achufets ; but the gentlemen for whom 1\lr. Fen v;ick aCted, finding 
matters grew more to a head at home, and forfeeing they. ihould .be more l1feful there 
for their countryanJ their callfe, gave over the thoughts or removmg to ~ew England, 
amI authorized Mr. Fenwick to difpofe of their lands btl!'? colony ot Cor.neC1icut, 
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who were the more willing to buy them becaufe they had no title to their plantation 
without the limits of the Maifachufets patent than what poifeffion gave them. The 
very next year there came over fuch numbers of people to fettle in New EngJa~d, that 
the old colonies were over-ftocked, and there was an abfolute neceffity of lookmg out 
for new plantations. 

Amongft thofe who put themfelves at the h~ad of fuch as ~ere incl~ned to remove 
in the fummer of the year 1637, were Theophllus Eaton, efqUlre, a noted merchant of 
London, and the Reverend Mr. Davenport. Thefe gentlemen finding there was not 
room at the Maifachufets, and being informed of a large bay to the fouth-weft of Con
neaicut River commodious for trade, purchafed of the natives all the land that lies 
between that river and New York or Hudfon's River; thither they removed, feated 
themfelves in the bay over againft Long Hland, and built New Haven; from whence 
that colony, province, and government were fa denominated, as alfo Guilford, Milford, 
Stamford, and Brainford; they alfo went over to Long If1and, and made there feveral 
fettlements, ereCting churches in all places where they fettled; but being without the 
limits of the Maifachufets jurifdiaion, they had no charter, and no other title to the 
lands than what they had from the natives; the men who [ettled in this colony were 
generally Londoners and merchants, who applied themfelves firft to trade, after the 
"example of Governor Eaton, who had been an eaft-country merchant, and travelling 
into Denmark, was employed by the King <\S his agent at that court. But the new 
comers met with fa many loifes, either as novices in the American trade, or fome 
unfortunate accidents. that they were difcouraged in their trade, and were going to 
tranfport themfelves to Maryland or Ireland, until at laft tur!ling to hufbandry, they 
thrived wonderfully, and thought no more of removing. 

While the fouth-weft parts of New England were thus filling with inhabitants, the 
north-eaft were not negleaed: the Englifh very much frequented the coaft for the 
benefit of fifhing and the fur trade, for which that part of the country lay convenient. 
This put fome of them on attempting a fettlement between the rivers Merimack and 
Sagadah0ck, and it fucceeded fo well in a few years that there were two counties laid 
out, New Hampfhire and Main, and feveral towns built, as Dover, Hampton, Wells, 
Kittery, ioc. Thefe planters and traders being fettled without the limits of the Maf
fachufets colony, entered into a voluntary combination, and formed themfelvesinto a 
body politic, after the example of Connecricut colony; thus they continued, till being 
wearied out with feuds and divifions, they petitioned the general court of the Maifa
chufets to be brought within their jurifdiaion, which was done: yet, in 1684, they 
made an abfolute refignation of their charter, and the government has remained in the 
hands of the crown ever £Ince. Thus the reader has feen, in few words, the rife and 
progrefs of the feveral plantations raifed in New England, which had a quicker growth 
!han any that were ever attempted from hence, or perhaps from any other country; for 
In the fpace of about twenty years, they had above twice as many good towns, well fettled, 
and the people in a very happy and thriving condition; and indeed it muft be allowed, the 
inhabitants were the moft laborious and induftrious that were any where fettied in 
America; for though they had fcarce any ftaple commodity, yet they made every thing 
turn.to account, and that chiefly, as I have been i~formed, by purfuing fieadily thefe two 
n:axlms: firft, to fix themfelves well, and to raIfe one or more good towns in conve
ment places, and next to build and freight fhips with fuch commodities as they had, 
and to fend them any where to find a proper market. 

9· The country of New England comprehends, at prefent, four confiderable colonies, 
or governments, viz. the Maffachufets, which with New Plymouth and the Main are 
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now included in one charter; New Hampfhire, which remains a feparate government; 
Connecticut, which like wife comprehends New Haven; and Rhode Hland, with Pro
vidence Plantation. The whole country extends from 41 to 45 degrees north latitude, 
and lies betwixt 67 and 73 degrees of weftern longitude; bounded on the north-weft 
by Canada; on the north-eaft by Nova Scotia; on the eaft and fouth by the Atlantic 
Ocean, and on the weft by New York; {!:retching in length fomewhat more than three 
hundred miles, and in fome places it is near two hundred in breadth. The air of this 
country is fharper than ours, though it lies fo much farther to the fouth, and the winters 
are longer and feverer than they are here; but then their fummers are warmer, though 
{horter than ours; and, at the fame time, the inhabitants have the advantage of a clear 
iky, which renders the country very wholefome; fo that none of our plantations agree 
better with an Englifh conflitution. Their longefi day at Bofton is about fifteen hours, 
and their fhorteft about nine; the land, next the fea, is generally low, and in fame 
places marfhy; but farther up, the land rifes into hills; along the north-~aft the country 
is rocky and mountainous. 

As it is wafhed by the ocean on the eaft and fouth, it has many good harbours, fome 
of them fo capacious as· to be able to receive large fleets. There are few countries 
better watered; for, befides feveral fmall lakes and rivulets, there are no lefs than feven 
navigable rivers. The moft weftern of thefe is Connecticut; which, rifing in the north 
of New Englanu, runs almoft direC\:ly fouth, till it falls into the fea, and runs, at leaft, 
two hundred miles, and navigable to a great height, having at its mouth two large 
towns, called Saybrook and Lime: to the eaft of this lies the River of Thames, though 
lefs confiderable than the former; it likewife runs fouth, and falls into the fea a little 
below New London. The river Patuxet rifes in the north-weft of the country of 
Maifachufets, and running fouth-eaft, falls into a noble bay near Swanfey: the river 
Merimack rifes in the north of New Englanu, and runs directly fouth for near one 
hundred miles, and then turning eaft, falls into the rea between Saliibury and Newbury. 
The river Pifcataway runs from weft to eaft, and falls into the fea at Portfmouth, where 
the opening is fo large that it afFords a port capable of receiving the largeft fhips: the 
riveT Saco rifes in the north of New England, and running fouth, falls into the fea 
between the capes POl'PUS and Elizabeth: the river Cafco runs parallel thereto, till it 
falls into a bay of its own name. 

It is owing to the conveniency of fo many fine rivers that this conntry is fo full of 
large and populous towns; and in the country between the rivers there is fuch plenty 
of fmall brooks and fprings, that there is fcarce any place where water may not be had, 
by finking a well to the depth of ten foot; and, which is another fingular advantag.e. 
the water is almoft every where good and fit for all kinds of ures. 

As to quadrupeds or four-footed animals, they are here in great plenty, both tame 
and wild; among the former are cows, fheep, goats, hogs, and hodes, all originally 
brought from England, but now very numerous here; the latter are, generally fpeak
ing, of a much fmaller breed than ours, but they are fomewhat larger than the Wellh : 
they are, notwithftanding- the inferiority of their fize, extremely ferviceabIe; and, 
though they have but one pace, and that too not very agree<l.ble, being a kind of a 
iliuffie, yet they go at a very great rate; fome fay, not Iefs than twenty miles an hour, 
which would be a little incredible, if fome New England horfes had not been brought 
over to Britain, which are faid to have put the matter beyond difpute; but though 
there are plenty of thefe hodes, yet they fell at a good rate, twenty pounds being looked 
upon to be a very low price for a found hode at the prime of his age. As for bEafts 
of the forefts they have almofi: all forts, fueh as deer, elks, raekoons, bears, wolves~ 
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which feem to be only a kind of wild dogs; which, when they are taken very young, 
may be made tame' faxes, hares, rabbets, fquirrels, beavers, martins, opo{fums, which 
are fmall beafts ab~ut the fize of a fox, and grey as a badger; remarkable for having 
a falfe belly, in which they hide their young, and fro~ wh2n,c~ they may be taken 
without any prejudice either to them or to the beafl: ltfelf. I hey have alfo a great 
many cur-dogs, but thefe I fuppofe were originally from Europe. When the Engli!h 
firfl: fettled here, they made a great profit of furs, but they are fince much fallen In 

their value. I have been the fhorter in the accounts of thefe creatures, which are com
mon enough in other countries of America, that I might have the .more leifure to 
defcribe a creature which is peculiar almofl: to New England; and whIch feerns there
fore to defervea more particular defcription. 

ThNll00fe is found no where but in North America, and is one of the nobJefl: 
creatures in the forefl:: there are two forts, the common grey moofe, by the Indians 
called wampoofe, (thefe are more like the ordinary deer, and like thein herd fometimes 
thirty in a company) and the large and black moofe, of '.-,hich we have the following 
account: He is the head of the deer kind, has many things in cernmon with other deer, 
in many differs, but in all very fuperior. The moore is made much like a deer, parts 
the hoof, chews the cud, has no gall, and his ears Jarge and ereCt; the hair of the 
black moofe is a dark grey, upon the ridge of his back ten or twelve inches long, of 
which the Indians make belts; he has a very fhort tail. The New England hunters 
have found a fl:ag moore of fourteen fpans in height from the '\";rithers, reckoning nine 
inches to the fpan, that is ten feet and an half; a quarter of this venifon weighed more 
than two hundred pounds. A few years ago a gentleman furprifed one of the black 
moofe in his grounds, within two miles of Bofl:on. 1t proved a doe or hind of the 
fourth year; after fhe was dead they meafured her upon the ground, from the nofe to 
the tail between ten and eleven feet; fhe wanted an inch of feven feet in height. The 
horns of the moofe, when full grown, are about four or five feet from the head to the 
tip, and have {hoots and branches to each horn, and generally fpread about fix feet; 
when the horns come out of the head they are round, like the horns of an ox, about a 
foot from the head they begin to grow a palm broad, and further up fl:ill wider, of 
which the Indians make good ladles, that will hold a pint. When a moofe goes through 
a thicket, or under the boughs of trees, he lays his horns back on his neck, not only 
that he may make his way the eafier, but to cover the body from the browfe or fcratch 
£If the woods. 'fhefe prodigious horns are {bed every year. 

A moofe d?es not fpring; or rife !n going as deer, but fhoves along fideways, throwing 
{)ut the feet like a horfe, m a rakmg pace. One of thefe large black moofe, in his 
common walk, has been feen to fl:ep over a large gate, five feet high: after you 
unharbour a moofe, he will run a courfe of twenty or thirty miles before he turns 
about, or comes to a bay; when they are chafed they generally take to the water. 
The common deer; for a fhort fpace, are fwifter than a moofe; but then a moofe foon 
out-winds a deer, and runs much farther. The meat of a moofe is excellent food; 
and though it is not fa delicate as the common venifon, yet it is more fubfl:antial anq 
will bear falting; the moofe is looked upon as a great dainty. The black moole are 
rarely found above four or five together; the young ones keep with the dam a full 
year. A moore calves every year, and generally brings two; they bring forth their 
young ones fl:anding, and the young fall from their dam upon their feet. The time of 
their bringing forth is generally in the month of April. 

The moore being very tall, and having very fhort necks, do not graze as the common 
neer, other cattle, &c. do, and if at any time they eat grafs, it is the top of that which 
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grows very high, or on freep riling ground; in the fummer they feed upon plants, 
herbs, and young ihrubs, that grow upon the land, but mofrly, and with the greatefl 
delight, on water plants, efpecially a fort of wild colr's-foot and lilly that abound in 
their pones and near the banks of rivers, and for which the moofe will wade far and 
deep; and by the noife they make in the water, the hunters often difcover them. In 
the winter they live upon browfe, or the ~ops of buihes and young trees, and being 
very tall and frrong, they will bend down a tree as big as a man's leg; and where the 
browfe fail them they will eat off the bark of fome fort of trees as high as they can 
reach; they generally feed in the night, and lie frill in the day. The {kin of the moofe, 
when well dreffed, makes excellent buff; the Indians make tht<:ir fnow-fhoes of th::m. 
Their way of dreffing it, which is very good, is thus: After they have haired and 
grained the hide, they make a lather of the moofe's brains in warm water, and after 
they have foaked the hide for fome time, they frretch and fupple it. 

There is hardly greater variety and plenty of fowl any where, fuch as turkies, geefe. 
partridges, ducks, herons, frorks, heath-cocks, fwans, wigeons, dapers, black-birds; all 
forts of barn-door fowl, crows, ravens, cormorants, &c. Vafr flights of pigeon,s come 
and go at certain feafons of the year. 

The fiih in the fea and rivers here are excellent, and in vaft abundance, as cod, thorn
back, frurgeon, falmon, haddocks, herrings, mackrel, fmelts, eels, lampreys, fharks, 
feals, porpu{fes, gra.mpuffes, whales, and other fifh, great and fmall. The beft months 
for filbing are March, April, May, and. June. Six or feven frar-fifh were formerly 
taken off the ihore near Nantucket, of which Governor Winthorp gave the Royal 
Society an account, having obferved that this fiih divides itfelf into no lefs than 8 I ,920 
fmall parts by branchings, and is one of the mofr wonderful works of the creation. 
Some years fince there frranded on the coafr of New England a dead whale, of the fort 
which in filber's language is called trumpo. having teeth like thofe of a mill, its mouth 
at a good difrance from and under the nofe, and feveral partitions in the nofe, out of 
which run a thin oily fubfrance they candied; the remainder, which proved a thick fat 
fubllance, being fcraped out, was faid to be the fpermaceti. Vile have fome very 
curious accounts, not only of this, but of other kinds of whales, by the ingenious Mr. 
Dudley, which for want of room I omit; and alfo, becaufe, I fhall be obliged to men
tion this fubjeCl: again more largely in an~ther place. 

We will now proceed from the animal to the vegetable kingdom, which is in full as 
flourifhing a condition, and yields very little to any country in America. There is 
plenty of good timber in the woods and fwamps of New England; but that plenty is 
fa much leffened within ten or twelve miles from the fea, that, we are told, there is a 
lIleceffityof a law to prevent the wane of woods, which three or fourfcore years ago 
the planters would have been glad to have feen wafted. Oak, elm, fir, alb, cyprefs, 
fine chefnut, walnut, cedar, beech, afpin, faffafras, and fhumack, are common here; 
their fir is of an extraordinary growth for mafrs, yards, and planks. The fhumack is 
of ufe for dyers and tanners; and as there is no want of hides or {kins, nor bark, 
there mufr be much leather in New England, if thofe advantages are improved; the 
oak has fupplied the ihipwrights for building; the fir produces pitch, tar, rofin, and 
turpentine. All forts of garden and orchard trees grow in perfeCl:ion, fo that it is no 
hard thing for one planter to make a hundred hogfheads of cyder in a feafon, and the 
expo.rt of apples to the fugar iflands is one of the confrant articles in the trade of the 
provmce. 

It is affirmed, their apples are larger and fweeter than ours in England; and the 
fame obfervation extends to their plums, cherries, peaches, pearsJ &c. All forts of 
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roots for the table are in great plenty here, as t~n~ips, parfn~ps, carrots, radiChes, much 
larger and richer than in England, though orIgmally theIr feeds came from hence. 
There are alfo pompions and onions, good ftore of water-melons; an,d fqua!hes grow 
here perhaps from feeds that were firft brought from Portugal; whither the traders 
here' have long fent, ~d ftill fend, their fifh in gr7at quan,tities. Flax and h.emp grow 
as naturally here as m any country on the Baltic, and In as great perfechon ; oats, 
barley, peas, beans, and indeed every thing of this kind, fucceed as wel,l as can be 
win1ed; but amongft them all, there is nothing fa much planted ~s IndIan corn, of 
which Mr. Winthorp having given a large a~count to the Royal SocIety, yve !h~1I take 
as much as is neceifary for ours, or the reader s purpofe, from thence, ~nd, n~fert It here. 

The natives called it \Veachin, and in fome fouthern parts of .Amenca It IS known by 
the name of maiis or maize; the ear is a fpan long, compofed of eight rows of grain, 
or more, according to the goodnefs of the ground, about thirty grains in a row; it is of 
various colours, as red, white, yellow, blue, olive, greeni!h, black, fpeckled, ftriped, and 
fometimes in the fame field, and in the fame year; but the white and yellow is the moll: 
common; the ear is defended from the cold and ftorms by ftrong thick huiks, the 
ftalks grow fix or eight feet high; that of New England is not quite fa tall as that of 
Virginia, and at Canada it is !horter than at New England; 'tis jointed like a cane, and 
full of [weet juice, like the fugal' cane, and a fyrup as fweet as fugar may be made of 
it, as has been often tried; at every joint there are long flags, and at the top a branch 
of flowers like rye bloifoms. . 

It is generally planted from the middle of April to the middle of May. In the 
northern parts the Mohawk corn is not planted till the middle of June, and yet is ripe 
in fea[on. The ftalks of this fort are !hart, and the ears near the bottom, and are of 
feveral colours. The manner of planting maize is in rows, at equal diftance every way, 
about five or fix feet; the earth is opened with a hoe four inches deep, and four or five 
grains are thrown into it, at a little diftance ,from one anotherj.n. the breadth of a hoe, 
then they are covered with earth; if they grow the crop will anfwer. The corn is 
weeded at a hand's length, and the earth is loofened about it with a hoe. This labour 
muft be repeated as the weeds come up; when the fialk begins to grow high, a little 
earth iliould be drawn about it, and on putting forth the ear fa much as to make a little 
hill, like a hop-hill. It i~ ripe about the middle of Seprember ; it muft be £tripped as 
foon as gathered, unlefs it is laid thin, to prevent its growing mouldy or fprouting. The 
common way is to move the ear together, in long traces, by fome part of the hu:lks left 
thereon, which is called tracing. Thefe traces they hang upon bearers, without doors, 
and will keep fa all winter good and fweet. The Indians thrafh it as they gather it. 
They dry it well on matts in the fun, and bury it in holes in the ground, lined with 
mofs or matts, which are their barns. The Engliili of late plant it with the help of the 
plough,; they turn ul? fingle furrows, fix ,feet diflance; then plough. acrofs, at the 
fame dlfiance, throw m the corn wher.e there meet, and cover it with a hoe or run 
another furrow over it with the plough. ' 

The Indians boil it till it becomes tender, and eat it with fi!h or venifon inftead of 
bread;. ~ometimes t~ey, br~ife it ir: rr:ortars, and fo boil it. The moft ufual way is to 
parch It m allies" filrrmg It ~o artIfiCIally as to be very tender, without burning; this 
they fift and beat In mortars Into fine meal, which they eat dry, or mixed with water. 
~he Engli:lh mix it into a ftiff paile, make bread of it, which they bake all day or all 
plght. The beft fort of food which is made of it is called famp: to make it, the corn 
IS water~d ha,lf an hour, beaten in a mortar to the bignefs of rice, fifted, boiled, and 
eaten WIth mIlk, or butter and fugar, like rice; and this feems to be fa good and whole. 
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fome a diet, that 'tis a fl:range fort of folly in fome that defpife it becaufe it is Indian 
corn; and the Indians ha\'e no other corn to eat. The Engli!h have alfo made good 
beer of it by malting it, or making it of bread; when they malt it, it mufl chit both 
ways, root and blade; to do which they heap it up at a convenient time, then take 
away the top of the earth of a garden-field, two or three inches deep; after which 
they cover the ground with the corn and the corn with the earth; when the plat is 
green all over with the corn-fprouts, which it will be in about ten da:'s, it mufl k 
taken up, the earth !haken from it and dried, and then wa!hed and dried again on a 
kiln; this makes the malt and that the beer, which will be pleafant, wholefome, and of 
a brown colour. The beer made of bread is more durable, and altogether as pleafant ; 
to make this they cut the bread into great lumps as big as a man's fifi, ma!h and 
manage it as they do malt; adding or omitting hops, of which they have enough, and 
as good a fort of their own as is defired. No Indian corn grows wild now; but both 
that and kidney-beans were found amon,; the natives. The Indians have a tradition 
that the firfl grain of corn was brought thither by a black-bird, and the firfl bean by a 
crow. 

We are now to proceed from the defcription of the country, and an account of its 
produce, in which we ought by all means to include iron ore, of which there is in this 
country great plenty: I fay our method leads us to go on to the political fl:ate and con
dition of this colony, that the fituation of the Engli!h therein may be rendered more 
obvious, and be the better apprehended. In order to do this as fuccinal y as pollible, 
we !hall obferve there are very few countries in which fo many different forms of 
government have prevailed within fo narrow a fpace of time as in New England. At 
the firfl: going over of the people thither they framed a government of their own, and 
afterwards procured, as themfelyes boafl, or fome of their writers have boafled for 
them, the efl:abli!hment of a republic, by virtue of a patent from King James I. which, 
however, they managed fo indifferently, and were guilty of fuch flagrant opprellions, 
on account of differences in religion, that their -charter was in the reign of King 
Charles II. declared forfeited; and though it was renewed under the reign of King 
William, yet it was under various refl:riaions, and with feveral material alterations; fo 
that we may fafely affirm that there are at prefent three kinds of governments efl:abli!hed 
by law in thofe four colonies; which ,as we before obferved, are efl:ablifhed within the limits 
of New England. The firfl kind of government I !hall mention is that old form of charter 
government which allows the people to chufe annually their own governors, deputy~ 
governors, council, and affembly, with all their officers, civil and military, and to make 
{nch laws as to them {hall feem expedient, provided they are not repugnant to the laws 
of Great Britain. This kind of government, which, I believe, is more independent 
than that of any colony belonging to any other nation in the world, is enjoyed in its full 
extent by the people who inhabit the plantations of Conneaicut and Rhode Hland; but 
they make a very different ufe of it; for thofe of the firfl.mentioned colony are very 
ftria in point of religion, whereas thofe in Rhode Ii1and are the freefl: in that refpeCl: 
of any in the world; for there are among them people of all religions, or rather of 
all thofe feas into which Protefl:ants are divided, but without the leafl prejudice to their 
temporal concerns, every man being alike capable of magiflracy; and with refpea to 
an efl:abli!hed church there is none, but each body of Chriflians live according to their 
own fyflem, and chufe and pay their minifl:ers as they think. fit. The great colony of 
MaiTachufets is likewife a charter-government, but the appomtment of the gm"ernor, 
lieutenant-governor, fecretary, and all the officers of the admiralty, is vefled in the 
crOWD. The people have not only the choice of the aiferubly but of the council; 
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upon which, however, the governor in his turn has a ~:I>ative; and, by virtue of bis 
commiffion as captain-general, has the power of the D1llltIa; Fo that here the fupreme 
authority rens neither in the governor nor the people, but m th.em. both,. wh~never 
they can agree to exert it. The government of Ne~ !-Iampllure IS entl~ely III the 
hands of the crown, in the fame manner as that of VirgInIa and other co~on.les. 

The capital of this country is Bonon, in the county of Suffolk, and wlthm th: proQ 
vince of MaiTachufet Proper: it is fituated in the latitude of 12 degrees 20 ml.nutes 
north, and in 7 I degrees of longitude weft from London; It {lands on a penmfula 
about four miles in circumference, at the bottom of a fine bay of the fea, at the 
entrance whereof are feveral rocks which appear above water, and above a dozen fmall 
iflands fame of which are inhabited. There is but one fafe channel to approach the 
harbo~r, and that fo narrow that two fhips can fcarce fail through abreaf!:; but. within 
the harbour there is room enough for five hundred fail to lie at anchor. The entrance 
is defended by the cafrle of Fort William, on which are one hundred guns mounted? 
twenty of which lie in a platform, level with the water, fa that it is fcarce poffible for 
an enemy to pafs the cafrle; and, to prevent furprize, they have a guard placed on one 
of the rocks about two leagues diftant, on which alfo there {lands a little haufe, from 
whence they make fignals to the cafrle when any ~lips come near it: there is alfo a 
battery of great guns at each end of the town, whIch commands the harbour, to the 
fire whereof any enemy would be expofed if he ihould be f{) fortunate as to pafs the 
cafrle. 

At the bottom of the bay there is a pier near two thoufand feet in length, with ware~ 
houfes for the merchants on the north fide of it; and fhips of the greatefr burden may 
come up clofe to the pier and unload, without the help of boats. The greateft part of 
the town of Bofton lies in the form of a crefcent about the harbour, the country beyond 
riling gradually, and affording a moft delightful profpeCt from the fea. There are in 
it feveral fireets, not much inferior to the beft in London, the chief of which runs 
from the pier up to their town-houfe or guild-hall, a handfome building, where are 
walks for the merchants, as on the exchange; and there alfo are the council-chamber, 
the houfe of yeprefentatives, and their courts of jufiice, the exchange being furrounded 
with bookfellers-fhops, who have trade enough to employ five printing-preiTes. There 
are ten churches of all denominations, of which fix are Independents, the mofi: pre~ 
vailing party in New England; and the number of fouls in the town of that perfuafion 
may be about fourteen or fifteen thoufand. The epifcopal church is handfomely built 
and adorned, and the congregation faid to be about a thoufand in number. Their 

. church furniture and fome pieces of plate were given them by King William and 
Queen Mary, and their organ by Thomas BrattIey, efquire. There is alfo in this 
church a magnificent feat for the governor, who comes thither when he happens to be 
of the church of England. Bafion is the mofi: flourifhing town for trade in Englifh 
America, and there are feveral hundred fail of fhips, brigantines, and other veiTeIs, 
annually loaded here with timber, beef, pork, fifh, and other commodities, for Europe 
or the American iflands: their merchants and tradefmen are a polite fort of people, 
ma~y of them having travelled into Europe, or converfed with foreigners of feveral 
natIons at home: their houfes are elegantly furnifhed, and their tables as well ferved as 
thofe. of the. merchants and tradefmen of London; all manner of pro~ifions being as 
plentIful as :n any town in Old England. 

A late wnter tells us in relation to the fortrefs before-mentioned, that it is a beautiful 
call1e, by far the finefi piece of military architeCture in Britifh America; be~ng a quarry 
furrounded by a covered way, and joined with two lines of communication to the main 
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battery, as alfo a line of communication from the main gate to a redoubt, to prevent 
any enemies landing; and the battery is fituated fo near to the channel, as to hinder 
fhips coming up to the town, which mufi: all come within pifi:ol-!hot of it. In time of 
peace there is but one company on duty in the cafi:le; but in time of war, there are 
five hundred able bodied men, exempted from all other military duty. to attend. the 
fervice of the came at an hour's warning, when the fignal is given from the night
houfe of th~ approach of an enemy. The came thereupon makes a fignal to the 
town; and If ~ve !hips or more appea~ in time of war, the neighbouring country is 
alarmed, by finng a beacon. In thIS CIty commonly the governor refides; here the 
general COUl't and aifembly meet, and almofi: all the public buunefs of the province is 
here tranfaCted. The number of houfes is computed at four thoufand four hundred; 
the number of people at about twenty-four thoufand; and the !hipping of this port is 
computed at between fix and feven hundred. There are, beudes this, feveral great 
towns and good ports and a multitude of fmall ones, in New England; but I have not 
room to enter into more particular accounts. 

As to the number of people, writers differ extremely, and it is not eary to know 
which is in the right; but the following about twenty years ago was faid to be the 
befi: authority; viz. that in the Maffachufets colony there were eighty thoufand fouls; 
in that of ConneEticut, thirty thoufand; and in Rhode If1and, ten thoufand; in the 
whole, one hundred and twenty thoufand: but I am perfuaded that, at prefent, they 
amount to one hundred and fixty thou rand at leafi:. 

The commerce of thefe colonies is very conflderable, and extends itfelf over all 
America, and into fame parts of Europe; they furni!h our fugar-colonies with fiih, 
cattle, boards, hoops, pipe-fi:aves, bark, [kins, butter, chee[e, oil, tallow, corn, apple~, 
turpentine, 8.;,c. and this in [uch vafi: abundance, that it is computed the if1and of B-1r
badoes alone takes oft' to the value of two hundred thoufand pounds every year; thC'y 
deal befides with th2 other fugar-colonies, fometimes with the French, largely with t;J<: 
Spaniards, and they £hip off prodigious quantities of fifh to Italy, Spain, and Portugal. 
They take from us all kinds of mercery goods, linen, fi:ockings, !hoes, fail-cl,}th, 
cordage, haberdafhery ware, and a vafi: many other things; in return they build a 
prodigious number of fhips, and export a vafi: quantity of mafi:s, plank, and yards, for 
the royal navy; pitch, tar, turpentine, [kins, furs, oil, whale-fins, logwood, and ocher 
commodities. 

The obfervations made by the famous Sir Jofiah Child, in reference to this cob:1)', 
are very well worthy our notice, as they will leJ.d us to form the truefl: judgment 
pollible, as to that important point, what the profit is which refults to this kin[cL'nll, 
from our plantations til New England; upon which he rea[ons in the following manner: 
" I fi:. All our Llmerican plantations, except the New England, produce commodities 
of different natures, as fugar, tobacco, cocoa, wool, ginger, fundry forts of dy, .. ·ing
woods, &c.: whereas New England produces generally the fame we have here; \iz. 
corn and cattle; fame quantity of fiih they do likewi[e kill, but that is taken and 
cured altogether by their own inhabitants, which prejudices our Newfoundland trade; 
where, as has been faid, very few are, or ought, according to prudence, to be employed 
in thefe fi!heries but the inhabitants of Old England. The other commodities we 
have from them are fame few great mafi:s, furs, and train oil, of which the yearly 
value amounts to very little; the much greater value of returns from thence being 
made in fugar, cotton, wool, tobacco, and fuch like commodities, which they firll 
receive from fome other of His Majefi:y's plantations, in barter for dry cod-fifh, faIt, 
mackarel, beef, pork, bread, beans, flour, peaCe, &c. which they fupply Barb:lll?t's, 

I Jamalca~ 



26~ DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 

Jamaica, &c. with, to the diminution of the vent of thore co.mmoditie~ from this king
dam; the great experience of which, in our own W ~ft IndIa plantatlO~s, would foon 
be found in the advantage of the value of our lands In England, were It not for the 
vall: and almoft incredible fupplies thofe colonies have from. Ne\~ ~~gland. . 

" :2dly. The people of New England, by virtue of theIr pnnutlve cha.rters, belOg 
not fa ftridly tied to the obfervation of the laws of this kingdom, do fomet~mes alfume 
the liberty of trading, contrary to the aCt of navigation; by reafon of whIch ?Iany of 
our American commodities, efpecially tobacco and fugar, ~re tr~nfporte~ m New 
Englifh {hipping, direCtly into Spain, and other foreign countnes, wIthout bemg lan.ded 
in England, or paying any duty to His Majefty; which is not only a lofs to the Kmg, 
and prejudice to the navigation of Old England, but alfo a total exclufion of the Old 
Englifh merchant from the vent of thofe commodities in th~fe ports w~~re t?e New 
Englifh velfels trade; becaufe there being no cuftom on tho~e commodJtles. m New 
England, and a great cuftom paid on them in Old England; It mu~ necelfanly follow 
that the New ~ngl.ifh merchant will be a,ble to afford his commo~lt~ mu.ch cheaper 
than the Old Engbfh merchant; and thoie that can fell cheapeft, wl11ll1falhbly engrofs 
the whole trade fooner or later. 

" 3dly. Of all the American plantations, His Majefty has none fa apt for the ?uild
ing of fhipping as New England, nor none comparably [0 qualified for the breedmg of 
feamen, not only by reafon of the natural indull:ry of that people, but principally by 
reafon of their cod and mackarel fifheries; and, in my poor opinion, there is nothing, 
more prejudicial, and in profpeCt more dangerous, to any mother-kingdom, than the 
increafe of fhipping in her colonies, plantations, and provinces. 

" 4thly. The people that evacuate from us to Barbadoes and the other Well: India 
plantations, as was before hinted, do commonly work one Englifh to ten or eight 
blacks; and if we kept the trade of our faid plantations entirely to England, England 
would have no lefs inhabitants, but rather an increafe of people, by fuch evacuation, 
becaufe that one Englifhman, with ten blacks that work with him, accounting what 
they eat, ufe, and wear, would make employment for four men in England, as was 
faid before; whereas, peradventure, of ten men that ilfue from us to New England 
or Ireland, what we fend to or receive from them does not employ one man in 
England." 

But with great fubmiffion to fa knowing a man and fo able a judge as he was in 
thefe matters, what he has delivered upon this fubjeCt, though hitherto received with 
g~neral approbation, is liable to many objeCtions, which, being duly confidered, will 
glVe the {tate and utility of this colony another afpeCt. For with refpeCt to his firft 
head. of objeCtions, it is not the fault of New England that they hive not a ll:aple com
m?dlty, as wel~ as the fugar and tobacco plantations, but it is our own; fince we 
might be furmfhed frol11.then~e with as great plenty, and in as great perfeCtion, as 
fro:-n any part of the BaIne, WIth all the naval £tares, which are fa necelfary, and for 
which we acrually pay yearly a vall: fum of ready money. It is therefore very unjuft 
t~ ~all Ne.w England a ufelefs province, becaufe we will not make ufe of her commo
dltles, wfnch we might command for our own manufaCtures, at our own time and on 
Dur own ~erms, but rather ~ay our money for them to foreigners, who, whenever an 
opp~rtumty offers, never fal~ to force their own terms upon us. As to the provifions 
fUr?lfhed to our fugar c~loDles by .t~e people of New England, it is fa far from being 
a dlfadvantage to the natlOn, th~t It IS a very great convenience; for without it they 
could not poffibly fubfi~ .. ThiS, at fi:£t .fight, may feem a very bold alfertion, but I 
am very confident that It IS true; for 111 tune of peace, if the fugar colonies were to 
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draw all their provifions from hence, it would make their commodity much dearer, 
and confequently enable foreigners to beat us out of that trade entirely, and in time 
of war the people in thofe colonies would be in danger of fiarving, as the inhabitants 
of the French fugar iflands generally are; to avoid which inconveniency, they are now 
labouring to render Louvifiana as ufeful to their fugar colonies, as New England is to 
ours: and after all, what the New England people get by this trade comes hither. To 
this we may add, that if we had not fettled New England the French certainly 'would; 
the confequences of which may be more eafily conceived than defcribed. 

The fecond objeCtion admits of the fame anfwer. We have the benefit of all the 
trade the people in this colony carryon in Europe, as well as America; and while 
we have this certain advantage, there feems to be no jufi caufe for our difiurbing our
felves with the thoughts of the advantages that might be gained if this trade ran in 
another channel; fir:ce thefe are uncertainties, as to which, however, our government 
has already taken all the precautions that are poffible, or at leafi that are praCticable, 
without running into greater inconveniences than thofe they are calculated to guard 
againfi. The breeding of feamen and the building of ihips are not found by expe
rienc~ to be attended with the inconveniences that were feared from them; but, on the 
contrary, have had many advantageous confequences, both in time of war and of peace. 
The fourth objet1ion, which feems to have the great~fi weight of any, we know now 
by experience has in reality no weight at all; for without having colonies compo fed en
tirely of white people, it would be impofiible for us to defend our other colonies 
againfi our enemies ill America; and, as we {hall ihew hereafter in fpeaking of 
Georgia, infiead of repining at the want of negroes in New England, we ought rather 
to wiih that there were fewer negroes elfewhere. The reader will eaflly perceive that, 
I do not affeCt to contradiCt this great author, I only exprefs the reafons why his argu
ments do not convince me, and, from the lights of experience {hew that it is not im
poffible even for the greate!t men to be mifbken. 

Sir 10fiah Child faw this himfdf, as appears by the nunner in which he finifbes his 
remarks, which I look upon to be one of the finefi paffages in his whole work. "To 
conclude," fays he, " and to do right to that mofi induf!:rious Englifh colony, r mufr 
confefs, that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with our foreign plantations, yet 
we are very great gainers by their direCt trade to and from Old England. Our 
yearly exportations of Engliih manufaCtures) malt, and other goods, from hence 
thither, amounting, in my opinion, to ten times the value of what is imported from 
thence; which calculation I do not make at random, but upon mature confideration, 
and peradventure, upon as much experience of this very trade, as any other perfon 
will pretend to do; and, therefore, whenever a reformation of our correfpondency in 
trade with that people ihall be thought on, it will, in my poor judgment, require great 
tendernefs and very ferious circumfpeCtion." 

I {hall not dwell much longer upon this fubjeCt, or pretend to give the reader any cal. 
culation of the value of thofe advantages which from this colony are derived to Great 
Britain, becaufe I am fenfible that though the thing may be praCticable in itfelf, yet 
fufficient informations are not hitherto fallen into my power; I defire therefore to 
leave only thefe three remarks with the ingenious and impartial reader: the firf!: is, that 
we have it in our power to bring from this colony all the naval f!:ores that we now bring 
from the Baltic; which, whenever it is thoroughly confidered by our parliament, will 
produce fome law, which cannot fail of rendering this colony twice as beneficial to the 
nation as it has hitherto been, or could be till enabled by fuch a law. In the fecond 
place I mufr obferve, that ali we derive a great part of our fugars from the affifiance 
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given to the colonies which produce them by New England, fa this part of their 
produce ought to be placed to the New England account. I, am to rema~k 1~fl:Iy, that 
the complaints which have been made of the in~abi.tants of thl~ colony dealmg m g~o~s, 
and employing themfelves in manufactures ~h!ch mte,rfere with thofe o~ Great BrItam, 
is a complaint which, though well founded, I,S Ill, applIed; for though, It be true that 
this may be an injury to us, yet the fault hes, m ourfelves, and not m the people of 
New England, who only raife and manufacture for themfelves what they cannot pur. 
chafe from us; fa that not content with having their all, (for, as we have {hewn, the 
whole balance of their trade comes hither) we feem to be angry that they endeavour 
to fupply themfelves with what we could fell, an,d they.want wherewithal to ~ur~hafe; 
which want, however, might be removed by takl?g theIr naval frores. But, It IS now 
fit that we {hould give a {hart view of the plantatlO,n of our next colony, whIch though 
we cannot call it one of the mofl: profitable, yet It mufl: be allowed one of the mofl: 
pleafant of our plantations. . 

10. The If1:mds of Bermudas were difcovered by one John Bermudas, a Spamard; 
after which they were frequently touched at by his countrymen in their paffage to the 
\Vefl: Indies, but were quite unknown to us till the year 1593, when one Henry May 
was {hipwrecked upon them in a French veffel, whofe report made them ve~y famous,; 
but they became more fo by the like misfortune of Sir George Summers, and Sir 
Thomas Gates, in their paffage to Virginia in 1609, of which we have before given a 
particular account, as wel[ as of his being fent thither a fecond time to fetch hogs, 
it was with great difficulty he fouIld thefe Wands. and not long after he breathed his 
laft in them, being upwards of threefcore, and much fatigued for many months before. 
It was from him their name was changed to Summers's Wands, which our mariners 
call the Summer Wands; a name they very well deferve for their pleafantnefs and fer. 
tility. Sir George directed his men to return to Virginia with black hogs for the 
relief of that colony, but they refolved otherwife after his death; and froring their 
cedar {hip with fuch provifions as they had, they fet fail for England, where they 
arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetfl1ire, having Sir George Summers's corpfe on board, 
only the heart and bowels they left at Bermudas, where Captain Butler, twelve years 
afterwards, built a handforne monument over them. 

Thefe men, at their return, gave fuch an account of the country to the Virginia 
Company, that they thought it worth their while to e£labliili a correfpondence between 
England and Bermudas; accordingly they fold thefe iflands to one hundred and 
twenty perfons of the fame fociety, who obtained a charter from King James, and 
became the proprietors of them. \\Then Sir George Summers was firf!: here, two of 
his men ftaid behind, having committed fame crime for which they would have been 
put to death. They were £lm there when Sir George returned, and had ever fince 
his departure, fupported themfelves on the productions of the place, and built them 
a hut, and took poifeffion of St. George's Ifland. Thefe two men, whofe names 
were Chri£lopher Carter and Edward Waters, £laid alfo behind Sir George's fecond 
company, of whom they perfuaded one Edward Chard to remain with them: and now 
Carter , Waters, and Chard, were fole lords of the country, but foon fell out among 
themfelves; Chard and Wat~r~ were coming to a pitched battle; but Carter, though 
he hated th,em both, yet not hkmg to be left alone, prevented it, by threatening to 
declare a&a~nfl: the man ",:ho fl:r~ck fi,rfl:. ~t l~ft neceffity !llade them good friends, 
and they Jom,ed together III making dlfcovenes, m one of which expeditions they found 
the largefl: pIece of ambergreafe among the rocks that ever was feen, weighing eighty 
pounds, befldes other fmaIler pieces. This treafure made them almoft mad; they 
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grew giddy with the thoughts of it; and, that they might have an opportunity to make 
ufe of it, refolved on the moft defperate attempt that men could run upon, which was to 
build a boat after the beft manner they could, to fail to Virginia or Newfoundland, 
according as wind and weather lhould prefent. 

But before they could put their project in execution, a fhip arrived from England; 
for Captain Mathew Summers, Sir George's brother, had promifed to come to them, 
or fend a veifel to their relief. The fhip they di[covered ftanding in with the fhore 
was the Plough, which had fixty perfons aboard, fent by the new Bermudas Company 
to make a fettlement, of which Mr. Richard Moor was governor, who was an honefi 
induflrious perron. He pitched upon a plain in St. George's Iiland to fettle on, and 
there firft built himfelf a houfe, or rather a cabin, for the building was only of pal
meto leaves; yet he made it large enough for him, his wife, and family; and the reft 
of the adventurers following his example, it became a fort of a town, which in time 
grew to a confiderable bignefs, and is now St. George's Town, one of the firongeft and 
beft built in our American colonies; for all the houfes are of cedar, and all the forts 
of hewn fione. This man proved an excellent governor in every refpect; and in the 
year 16 I 4 dilappointed the Spaniards in a defign they had formed of landing upon and 
conquering thefe iilands. 

He was fucceeded by Captain Daniel Tucker, who was a perfon of better education 
and more experience in the world, who took upon him to efl:ablifh a regular form of 
government; to diflinguifh and trace out plantations; to oblige every man to build 
uniformly in the town, and to plant regularly in the country; by which method the 
iilands were very much improved, and the exportations for 'England increafed; he 
likewife eftablilhed a tolerable militia, and put the Wands in fuch a ponure of defence 
as, together with their fituation, put it out of the power of any of their enemies to 
difembark fuch a force as might hurt them. But the feverity of his government was 
fo grievous to fome licentious perfons, that five of them executed as defperate a defign 
to efcape him, as Waters and his companions had projected to get away from the 
iiland. They knew the governor would not give them leave to go off, and therefore 
invented this contrivance to effect it : -Hearing Captain Tucker had a great defire to 
go a fifhing out at fea, but was afraid to do it, becaufe feveral fifher-boats had been 
driven off by the weather and the men perifhed, they propofed to him to build a boat 
of two or three tons, with a deck, and fa fitted that fhe fhould live in all weathers. 
The governor confenting to it, they fell to building in a private place, pretending it 
was convenient for getting timber and launching the boat. They finifhed it fooner 
than was expected; and the governor fent hands to fetch it, intending to go in it aboard 
a {hip which he was then difpatching for England. When his men came to the place, 
neither the boat nor the builders were to be found; all that they could hear of them 
was that the boat being finifhed the night before, thofe that built it went off to fea in 
it, to try how it would fail. At laft they found, by fome letters they left behind them, 
that they were gone for England; and the fiory of their adventure is told us in this 
manner. 

They borrowed a compafs-dial of a neighbour, on fome pretence or other, and went 
on board the fhip bound for England, where they trucked with the feamen fuch things 
as they had for provifions. One of them, at parting, told the mariners, that though 
they were forbidden to go with them, yet they hoped to be in England before them. 
At which the mafter of the {hip laughed, and away thefe fearlefs adventurers failed, 
with a fair wind and weather for one and twenty days; they then met with a fiorm, 
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which reduced them to extremity for eight and forty hours, and obliging th;:m to b.eccT 
up afore it drove them a little out of ther courfe to the we~\Vard; but the.wmd commg 
fair again, and continuing fo ten days, they went on cheedully. In. that tlm~ they met 
with a French privateer, where they went aboard to beg fome relIef; b~lt .mfl:ead of 
helping they plundered them of the l!ttle they h~d, t?ok away ev~~ their m~rument 
of navigation, and turned them adnft. I~ this I?Ifc:~rable condItIon they fall~d 011, 

growing every day weaker and weaker; thel'." provlilons were almofl: fpent, theIr fire
wood quite gone, not a drop of freih wate: left, nor food for above a. day, when at ~afl:, 
in the very hour they expected to penih, they ~1ade land to theIr unfpeakable JOY, 
This land was Ireland, where they went afhore 111 the county of ~ork, and w~re 
nobly entertained by the Earl of Thomond, to whom they related theIr voyage, whIch 
had then lafl:ed forty-two days. 

There were but five per[ons concerned, of whom there \vas one Mr. James BarkeJ.·J 
a gentleman, Richard Saunders who contrived the defign, \V"illiam Goodwin, a ihip
carpenter, who built the boat, and Henry Puet, a common failor, who undertook to 
navigate this veife!. Both thefe fl:ories may feem a little befide OUL" prefent purpofe, 
but I have infer ted them as belonging more immediately to a Collection of Voyages, 
and becaufe 1 look upon both thefe incidents to be very well worth preferving. Captain 
Tucker refigned, in the year 1619, to Captain Butler, w~ho anived at that time with four 
good ihips, in which he brought five hundred p".ifengers, and there being as many Engliill 
on the ii1and, the colony began to make a confiderable figure. This governor raifed 
a noble monument ov~' the remains of Sir George Summers that were left in the 
Wand, depofiting them in the church in St. George's Town. He divided the iflands 
into difl:ricts; and now the government by governor, council, and a{fembIy, was efl:a
blifhed, which before had been only the governor and council. The laws of the 
country were alfo fettIed, dg near as the circum frances and conveniences of the place 
would admit, to the laws of England; as i:; done in all the colonies in America. After 
bringing down the hifl:ory of thefe ii1ands to their becoming a regular and fettled 
colony, I am next to giye an account of the ii1,mds themfcIves, in order to aleW th:! 
value of them. ' 

I I. Ther';C are fome who would perfuade us, that thefe iflands have received their 
mrne from the vafl: quantity of black hogs found upon them: B..:rmudas, in the old 
Spanilh tongue, fignifying a black hog; but though this derivation be plaufible, yet 
the fact upon which it is founded is mofl: certainly falfe; for when the Spaniards firft 
difcovered them there was not a fingle hog upon thefe or perhaps upon any other 
ii1and whatever; neither is it well known upon what part the Spaniards landed. Thefe 
ii1,mds lie very contiguous to each other; but authors differ fo much as to the number 
of them, that it is very difficult to fpeak of them with certainty; for fome fay there 
are bu~ three hundred, others a~rm there are m~re than five hundred. They lie ill 
the latItud~ of 32 degrees 30 n;mutes north, and m 35 degrees of weftern longitude, 
at a vafl: dlfl:ance from the contment, fince the nearefl: land, which is Cape Hatteras in 
Carolina, lies at leafl: two hundred and fifty leagues to the wefl: uf them, and they are 
above flxteen hundred leagues from England. The air here has always been thought 
extremely wholefome, ,and the country wonder~ull~ pleafant, infomuch that people 
were wont to remove hIther from the other colomes, m order tl) recover their broken 
confiitution. The heat in fummer is very fupportable, and wiLh refpect to winter, they 
have really none; nay, fome go fo far as to affirm, that there is but one feafon in the 
Wand of Bermudas, and this is a perpetual fpring; which, however, may be in fome 
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meafure afcribed to the foil, which though it be thin is very rich and very fruitful, 
though remarkably frony. The earth is of feveral colours, brown, white, and red; 
the firfr is the befr, and the laft the worfr. T,,;o or three feet under the mould they 
find a white hard body, which the inhabitants call the rock, but which feems more 
to refemble chalk, or a pumice-frane, through which the roots of their trees force a 
pafTage; and a kind of clay is generally found under it. 

Maize, or Indian corn, which is the main fupport of the people here, is twice reaped; 
for v~hat they fow in March they cut in July, in a fortnight after they fow again, and 
reap m December. They have all the plants peculiar to the Y\T eLl: Indies, and all kinds 
of herbs, roots, flowers, and trees, brought from Europe) thrive to perfect:on. They 
have fome tobacco, but it is of an indifferent fort, and therefore does not yield them 
any great profit; but certainly, with a little care, they might be able to produce any 
kind of tobacco, or other vegetables that turns to account almofr in any climate. 
They have palmetos, a kind of wild palm, that is extremeiy ufeful, the leaves being 
eight or ten feet long, and near as broad, with which they cover or thatch their houfes; 
it produces a very lufcious fruit, which in {hape, fize, and colour refembles a dam[on. 
Laurel, olive, mulberry, and date trees, are very common; and their forefrs abound 
with variety of odoriferous woods, fome black, fome of a yellow, and fome of a red 
colour: the berries of thefe trees have the friptic quality cf a floe, and are much ufed 
by the Engli{h to cure the flux, which they frequently get by eating the lufcious palm
berries too greedily. But :mlOngfr a multitude of {hrubs and trees peculiar to thefe 
iflands, and equally vclluable for their timber and fruit, there are two which, though 
found in other parts of the world, have a peculiar excellence here; the firfr is their 
orange, which in point of fize, fcent and flavour, far exceeds any either in the Weft 
or Eafr Indies: the fecond is their cedar, which, from the nature of the foil wherein 
it grows, is firmer and more durable than any of its kind that we are acquainted with; 
anfwers in every refpect to oak-timber, and is found of extraordinary ufe in {hip
building, fo that the befr floops, brigantines, and other fmall veiTeIs, both for fervice 
and failing, which are in ufe throughout the \Vefr Indies, are built at Bermudas. 

They have likewife two "cry fingular plants, one ufeful the other noxious, but both 
fo remarkable as to deferve particular notice; the firfr is called the Summer Ifland 
redwood, the berry of which is as red as the prickle-pear, giving alfo fuch a tincture; 
out of which berry come firfr worms, \\ hich ctfterwards turn into flies, fometimes bigger 
than the co chin eel fly, and a medicinal virtue much exceeding it. The poifon-weed is 
the other frrange plant, which grows much in the fame manner as our ivy, and, if we 
may depend upon a gentleman who lived long in thefe' iilands, and fent an account 
of what was remarkable in them to the Royal Society, there is not a more furprifing 
production than this in nature: he fays he had feen a man fo infected by it as to have 
all the ikin of his face peel off, though he pafTed by without touching it, and yet he 
affirms that he had chewed it in his mouth without feeling any inconvenience, whence 
he infers that it is not hurtful alike to all conLl:itutions. In this all who have been 
upon thefe iflands agree, that this weed is very prejudicial, but th:-4 they agree likewife 
that there is nothing venomous befides in any of thefe Wands. 

As for animals, there were none in Bermudas but hogs, infects, and birds, when Sir 
George Summers was {hip-wrecked there: he found out that there were fame hogs 
in the ifland, by fending out two or I.tu·ce of his oWL. to feed, and when they rambled 
home, a huge wild boar followed them, and being killed was found to be excellent 
·meat: the hogs they killed afterwards were found to be all black, and from thence 
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it is concluded that the Spaniards had left them there to breed, be~aufe they were of 
the fame kind with them they carried to the continent. of Amenc~: they now fat 
them at Bermudas with palm and cedar berries; but theIr number IS very much de-
creafed. . . 

Thefe Wands abound in more and greater variety of fowl than any III AmerIca. 
There are hawks of all forts, herns, bitterns, offspreys, cormorants, baldcoots, moor
hens, fwans, teal, fnipe, duck, and wigeons; bats and owls are alfo very co~mon her:, 
with multitudes of fmall birds; as wood-peckers, fparrows, &c.. The En~hih, at theIr 
firfl: coming found a fort of fowl here they called cowkoes, whIch bred III the holes 
of the rocks, and in burrows like rabbits, and were fo numerous and gentle, that they 
were taken by hand. They are now almofl: defl:royed, being very e~fy ~o be caught. 
This bird is of the bignefs of a fea-mew. There are alfo the tropIc-bIrd, and the 
pemlico, feldom feen by day, and when it is, held to be the unwelcome foreteller of a 
florm. 

Fiih there is as pleuty as fowl, of which there are fo many forts that authors have 
not yet found out names for them. They have of the fcaly and the ihelly kind; the 
whale and fword-filh, and the threiher; but particularly the tortoife abounds to a 
wonder, and is as good and great, of the fort, as any in the world. Whale-fifhing has 
been attempted, but without fuccefs. The whales about Bermudas are found only in 
the months of February, March, and April; the female whales have abundance of 
milk, which the young ones fuck out of the teats that grow by her navel; they have 
no teeth, but feed on grafs growing on the rocks at the bottom during thefe three 
months, and at no other feafon of the year; when this is confumed and gone, the 
whales go. There have been fpermaceti whales driven upon the ihore, which fperma, 
as they call it, lies all over the bodies of thefe whales: thefe have divers teeth, which 
may be about as big as a man's wrifl:. Ambergreafe and fpermaceti have been found 
here in great quantities, and pearl: all which are almofl as rare here now as elfe
where; which is a little wonderful. 

The infects in thefe iflands are, generally fpeaking, the fame as before mentioned 
in other plantations, except it be the fpider, which is thought to be larger here than 
in any other country in the world, and fa adorned with beautiful colours, that it takes 
off very much, if it does not entirely remove, that difl:afl:e which otherwife the fight of 
creatures of this kind, and of fo enormous a fize, would naturally occafion~ One of 
thefe fpiders, with its legs extended, would take up a fpace equal to the breadth of a 
man's hand. Their bodies are compofed of two parts, one flat and the other round~ 
not unlike, either in fhape or fize, to a pigeon's egg. On their backs they have an 
orifice, which ferves, as well as in fome kinds of hogs, for a navel; their mouths are 
covered with a kind of grey hairs, intermixed fometimes with bright red, and on each 
fide of their mouths they have a kind of crooked tooth, of a fine poliihed fubfl:ance, 
extremely hard, and of a bright !hining black, and therefore they are often fet in filver 
or gold for tooth-picks. When thefe creatures grow old, they are covered all over 
with a kind of dark browx;t or black down, fmooth, foft, and !hining like velvet; on 
the flat part they have theIr ten legs, five on each fide, each of which has four joints 
and two fm~ll claws at the ends. Th~y call their {kins every year, together with thofe 
hard t~eth-hke fubfl:ances befor~-mentloned; they live upon flies and gnats, in catching 
of whIch they. ih~w great ~unnmg ~nd no lefs agility. Their webs, which are very 
l~rge, they fpIrt mto the all', by \\hlch means they are lodged upon trees at fome 
dIfl:ance, and then run alo?g the threads, and weave them fo {hong, that birds of the 
fize of a thruili are [ometimes caught in them. 
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There is fcarce an eighth part of thefe ifhnds inhabited, and all but St. George's, 
St. David's, and Cooper's liles, have only a few houfes fcattered up and down; they all 
together make the fi;<ure of a fheep-hook, and are ",ithin the circuit of fix or feven 
leagues at moft. There are none of them of any confiderable bignefs, yet fome much 
bigger than others; as time and the fea continually wafhing upr;n them, have \,-orn 
them away in different proportions. The main or great if1dnd of all is called St. George's, 
and j;;. about fixteen miles in length, from eafl:-north-eaft to weft-fouth-weft ; it is not a 
league over in the broadeft place, but is fortified by nature all round, the rocks every 
way extending themfelves a great way into the fea. To natural ftrength, efpecially 
towards the eaftward, where it is mof!: expofed, the inhabitants have added that of 
forts, batteries, parapets, and lines; the cannon of the forts and batteries being fo well 
difpofed as to command the feveral channels and inlets into the fea. There are no 
more than two places where fhipping may fafely come in, and it is not eafy for a man 
to find thofe places out; the rocks lie fo thick in fuch a manner, and fame fa undif
covered. that without a good pilot from the fhore, a veffel of ten tons could not find 
the way into thofe harbours, which being once known the biggeft fhips in the world 
may enter. Thefe two havens are fa fortified, that if an enemy fhould attempt either, 
he might eafily be kept out. The rocks, at mofl: places, appear at low water; it ebbs 
and flows there not above five feet; the very fuore itfelf is, for the mof!: part, a rock, 
and it is impofiible to find out any iilands better guarded by rocks than thefe; indeed 
they are all of them fo environed with them, that they feem to threaten all ihips who 
venture on that coaf!: with prefent deftruction, and fo many have been ihipwrccked upon 
them, that the Spaniards gave lhem the name of Los Diabolos, the Devil's Hlands; 
this place having been fatal to them and all nations. 

The town of St. George {lands at the bottom of the haven of the fame name~ 
covered by no lefs than fix or feven forts and batteries, as King's Cafl:le, Charles Fort, 
Pembrook Fort, Cavendiih Fort, Davie's Fort, "\Van,ick Fort, and Sandy's Fort, 
mounted with above feventy pieces of cannon; and they are fo difpofed that they can 
be all brought to bear upon any ihip before ihe can make her entrance. In this town 
there is a fair church with a fine library, for which the inhabitants are indebted to 
Dr. Thomas Bray. There are near a thoufand houfes in it handfomely built, and a 
ftate· houfe for the meeting of the governor, council, and ai1l:mbly. Bdldcs the town 
and divifion of St. George, there are ei,\!ht tribes, Hamilton's tribe, Smith's tribe, 
Devonihire's tribe, Pembrook's tribe, Paget's tribe, \Varwick's tribe, Southampton's 
tribe, and Sandy's tribe, of which Devonf11ire in the nor~h, and Southampton in the 
fouth, are pariihes, have each a church anci a IJ..lrticular library. In the whole iiland 
there are plantations of oranges, mulberries, and other productions of the country~ 
which render it a very delightful profpeCl:. There is a haven in Southampton tribe or 
difirit1 which is alfo called Southampton, and other harbours, as the Great Sound, 
Harrington's inkt in Hamilton's tribe, Pager's port in P::'get's tribe, and others~ 
There are no parifh churches in any of the lelr~r iiland::;, and all the inhabitants are 
ranged under one or the other of the eight trib2S. The numbn of people in the 
whole who inhabit thde iflands has been computeJ to be nine thoufand, and it is 
thoug.)t they do not much increafe, many of the younger fort removin6, for the fake 
of making their fortunes, into other colonies. 

The govern:uent is like that of Virginia; the crown appointing both a governor and 
conncil, but the people, by their repr.fentativ ,s, compof~ the alfJrnbly; they have 
fewer bye-laws than any of our other fetdements, which \ve impuLe to the fmalinefs ~f 
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their trade; for this colony produces no confiderable cor:llno~ity, by which the i~habi. 
tants may be enriched; and their commerc~ confifl:s chle~y m timber and provlfions, 
which they fend to the other parts of Am~r,lca th~t fl:and, III need of them, and fome 
tobacco imported to England; feveral famlhes retl,red thither formerly, on a~count of 
their religion or health from Encrland, and earned confiderable effeCts with them. 
The building of fhips a~d floops is ~he mofl: advantageous branch of their trade; and 
the people of Bermudas feem to content themfelves with the pleafure and plenty of 
their country, with a fafe and quiet retreat from the troubles and cares of the other 
part of the world, without any ambition to enrich themfelves; a~d if they ,h~d a,ny 
fuch defire, it is to be queftioned whether they have any opportumty of gratlfymg It : 
be that as it will, the inhabitants have confl:antly ma~ntained a mofl: excellent reputa. 
tion; infomuch that I knew a very ingenious ?;entieman, as well acquainted with this 
and our other plantations as thirty years trading to them all could render him, who 
was wont to fay that Bermudas was the finea country, and inhabited by the bell people 
he ever knew. 

It was this report of the place and people that induced the Reverend Dean Berkley, 
who is fince become, very worthily, a biIhop of our church, to think of ereCting an 
academy there for promoting ufeful learning and true religion in the Weft Indies; and 
the fociety for propagation of the gofpel had fo good an opinion of the propofal made 
them by the bifhop of ereCting a college or feminary at Bermudas, that they affifl:ed 
him in procuring a patent for it from King George L, and contributed to the expence 
of the undertaking, And the DoCtor, with three fellows of Trinity College, in Dublin, 
viz, the Reverend Mr. William Thompfon, Jonathan Rogers, and James King, mafl:ers 
of art, with feveral of the DoCtor's relations, who were people of fortune, embarked 
for Bermudas, in Clrder to lay the foundation of the intended college; but they were 
unfortunately driven by a fl:orm to Long Wand, in the province of New York; from 
whence the DoCtor, with his companions, vifited Bofton and feveral other great towns 
in New England, where they preached, and performed other parts of their funCtion. 
But the defign of ereCting a college was laid afide, the expence appearing larger than 
it had been firfl: calculated, and many of thofe who had promifed fubfcriptions failing in 
their performance; fo that Dr. Berkley found himfelf obliged to return home, and 
was not long after promoted to the fee of Cloyne, in the kingdom of Ireland, which he 
ftill enjoys. 

There remains nothing farther to be faid of this plantation, which, though it has 
flourifhed exceedingly, and is aill in a very good condition, yet has no great trade 
with Great Britain, at·leafl: that we can obtain any account of, though undoubtedly we 
-receive very confiderable advantages from thence annually, as the people make ufe of a 
confiderable quantity of our goods. are cloathed with our manufaCtures, and employ 
tools fent from thence in all kinds of work. There might perhaps, if due encourage
ment was given, be a pollibility of raifing feveral rich commodities in this country, but 
more particularly two, for which it feems fitter than any of our plantations, viz. 
cochineal and filk; and with this view, as I have been informed, a very worthy 
merchant of this city has colleCted, digefl:ed, and printed the befl: accounts that are to 
be met with on thefe heads, and alfo with refpeB: to indigo, and has fent them to be 
dill:ributed at his own expence in Carolina and the Bermudas Wanas which is an 
inft~nce?f public fpirit that d;~er:es ,to be mentioned with honour, and it'is hoped may 
b~ lIkewlfe, th.oug~t wO,ythy ot ImitatiOn. A very few attempts of this kind, fupported 
With [ubfcnptlOns mfenor to thofe made for fome diverfions, might produce immenfe 
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public advantClges to this nation, and prove the means of making multitudes of people 
happy. 

12. All the mifcarriages that had happened in attempting difcoveries to the north. 
eall: and north-well: for a new pa{fage to the Indies, could not fo far difcourage the 
merchants of England as to oblige them to lay afide their defigns of that fort; and 
therefore when any opportunity offered they never failed to lay hold of it, in hopes 
that fome time or other they might accompli!h one or both of thefe great projects. 
It was with this view that they fitted out Captain Henry HuMon in 1607, who under. 
took to fail directly north, which he did to the height of 8 I degrees 30 minutes, on the 
coall: of Groenland where he was on the 16th of July, the weather being pretty warm. 
His fcheme, it feems, was to have pa{fed round that great tract of country which the 
Danes call Groenland, and falling into Davis's Streights, have returned that way home. 
After being difappointed in this, he undertook two voyages for the difcovery of a north. 
eall: pa{fage, in which his conduct was very good, though his fuccefs no better than 
that of thofe who went before him; upon which he refolved to make an attempt 
towards the north-wefi. He failed on this voyage April the] 7th, 1610; and thus 
Mr. Pricl\:.et defcribes the principal events in that undertaking :-

" We continued fieering Ilorth-wefi; on the 8th of July we raifed land to the 
fouth-weft, covered with fnow, which our mafter named Defire Provokes; lying in the 
latitude of 60 degrees. Here we he3rd the noife of a great overfall of a tide that 
came out of the land, and were now fenfible that we had been embayed before; and 
we were now fo well acquainted with the ice, that in foggy or foul weather we fought 
out the broadefi iHand of ice, and there anchoring, we went out and fported upon the 
ice, and filled water that fl:ood in ponels upon the ice very fweet and good, being now 
in the tides-way, the ice opened, by being firfi carried one way and then another, whereas 
in bays it is immoveable; and in that bay where we had been fo troubled with ice, we 
faw many of thofe mountains of ice a-ground in fixty or feventy fathom water. Y\T e 
fl:ill plied to wefl ward as the ice would give us leave, and fcaring a fiorm we found an 
harbour at the wefl: end of an ifland, whereunto we went at a full fea, over a rock 
which had then two fathom aml a half of water upon it, and the next morning was 
two fathoms above water. Our mafter named it The Ii1and of God's Mercies. Th2 
water Hows here better than four fathoms, and the floods come from the north, flowijl.'~ 
eight the change day, latitude 62° 9'. Then plying to fouth-wefi we were on the 16th 
in the latitude of 500 50', but found ourfelves cmbayed and much pefiered with ice; 
whereupon we fiood to the fouth-weft until we faw the land, which nur maiter namLCi 
Hold with Hope; and being gotten again into a clear fea, our mafier {tood to the \VAl 
along the fouth {hore, and raired three capes or head-lands, lying one beyond another, 
which he named Cape Henry, Cape James, and Queen Anne's Foreland; we alfo 
raifed a high hill. which he named Mount Charles. We paired on in fight of the fouth 
{hore until we raifed a fair head-land, -which our mafter took to be part of the main 
north land, but is an ii1and,) and named it Deep's Cape, and the land on'the fouth fid'O! 
now falling away to the fouth makes another cape or head-land, which our maller 
called Vvorfmham's Cape. 

" The mafier fent me, the carpenter, and fome others, a!hore near Deep's Cape; 
we there faw fome deer, twelve or iixteen in a herd, but could not come within !hot of 
them; \'ie found plenty of forrel and fcurvy-grafs, and faw fome round hills of {tones 
like to grafs-cocks; and when we Glme to them I turned off the uppermofi fione, and 
found them hollow within, and full of fowls hanged by their necks 1 we turned back 
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and told the mafl:er what we had feen and what refrefhment might be had; in treating 
him to ftay a day or two in this place, but he was not pleafed with the mo.tion, nor could 
be perfuaded to f!:ay. Then fl:anding fouthward we lof!: fight of the mam land that we 
had all this while followed, and came into {ballow water, broken ground, and rocks, 
and paired down fo far fouthward till we had land on both fides, :md the water fhoaling 
a-pace we came to an anchor. From hence we f!:ood back agam towards the north; 
and one day a debate arifing concerning our coming into this bay, and ?OW we {bould 
get out again, the mafl:er took occafion to revive old matters, and to dlFplace Robert 
lvet his mate, and boatfwain, for words fpoken on the firf!: great bay of Ice, and made 
Robert Bilet his mate, and ·William Wilfon our boatfwain. 

" We plied to and fro from the north to the fauth, and thence to the north again, 
till we came to the fhoal-water, where we anchored in feven fathom, and there lay eight 
days; in all which time we could not get one hour to weigh our anchor; but t~e 
eighth day the wind beginning to ceafe, our mafl:er would have the anchors up agam 
againf!: the minds of all that knew what belonged thereunlO; fa to it we went, and 
when we had brought it a-peak, a fea took her, and caf!: us all off from the capf!:ern, 
and hurt many of us; here we lof!: our anchor, and if the carpenter had not been 
nimble we had loft our cable too; but he fearing fuch a matter, was ready with his ax, 
and fa cut it from thence. We f!:ood to the fouth and divers courfes, until we came to 
a bay on the north {bore, where we anchored. While we lay here we faw a ledge of 
rocks to the fouthward, about a league long, which were covered at full fea; for a f!:rong 
tide fet in here. At midnight we weighed, and f!:ood to go out as we came in, and had 
not gone long before the carpenter told the maf!:er that if he kept that courfe we {bould 
be upon the rocks; the maf!:er conceived that he was paf!: them, when prefently we 
ran on them, and there f!:uck faft twelve hours, but by the mercy of God we got off 
unhurt. We f!:ood to the eaf!: and anchored in a bay; here the mafter fent me and the 
carpenter in a boat to feek a place to winter in, and it was time, the days being long 
and cold, and the earth being covered with fnow, having fpent three months, to no 
purpofe, and it being now the laft day of October. 

" On the firf!: of November we found a place whereunto we brought our fhip, and 
haled her aground; on the loth we were frozen in, and now it concerned us to take 
care of what we had, and fa to fpend, that we might have wherewith to keep us alive, 
until we {bould come at the capes where the fowl breed; for there were all the hopes 
we had of finding fubfiftence to bring us home. Our mail:er therefore appointed a 
reward to them that killed boat-fifh at fowl. We were victualled for fix months, in 
good proportion, and of that which was good; and if our mafter would have had 
more he might have been fupplied at home and in other places; and it is f!:range he 
did not prevent the hunger we endured, which occafioned the overthrow of himfelf 
and many other honeft men." 

It appears very clearly from this relation, which is indeed the only one we have of 
this famous voyage; concerning which it is not eafy to determine if it was moil: for the 
advantage of this nation or ruinous to the brave man who undertook it; that he was 
refolve.d to ftrike out fomething new, and not to wafte his time in retraceing other 
peo~le's footfte~s; ~d therefore when he came to the mouth of Davis's Streights, he 
con~mued £l:eermg dlreai'y wef!:, ar;d then as the coaft direCted him through thofe 
fheIghts that fince bear hIS name, till he doubled Cape Worfenham, and then he failed 
do~n the weft coail: o~ Ne;v Britain to the very bottom of the bay, where he made 
chOIce of a place to wmter Ill, that was very near as far fouth as any part of the ifland 
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of Great Britain, and at the very back of the French fettlements in Canada. Captain 
Hudfon was a very good judge of the importance and confequences of his difcovefy 
which induced him to winter there, in hopes of performing fomething very confiderabl; 
the next feafon, which very probably he would have done if his men had not mutinied. 
and configned him over to the favages to be murdered. ~ 

The relation we have of his voyage from Pricket, is chieH y calCulated to give an 
account of this mutiny; but as it is more to our purpofe to come at as p"ood an account 
as we can of the voyage itfelf, we fhall endeavour to pick out of it wh~t relates to that 
matter, and then give a fhort I'elation of that accident which deftroyed Captain HuMon 
and all his hopes. "It would be tedious (fays he) to relate the hardfhips we endured 
whilfr we wintered in this place; the cold was fa extreme that it lamed moft of our 
company; but 1 muft not forget God's great mercy to us in fending fuch ftore of 
white partridges during the firft three months, that we killed above one hundred dozen, 
befides other fowl of fundry forts. 

" The fpring approaching the partridges left us, and were fucceeded by other fowl; 
as fwans, geefe, ducks, and teal, but hard to come by; they came from the fouth and 
flew to the north ; but if they be taken fhort by a northerly wind, then they fall, and 
flay till the wind ferves them, and then fly to the northward. As the fummer came on 
the fowls were gone, and few or none to be feen. Then we fearched the woods, hills, 
and vallies, for any thing that might ferve for food, though ever fo vile; the frogs 
(in the time of their engendering, as loathfome as toads) were not fpared, nor the mofs 
that grew on the ground; but amongft divers forts of vegetalJles, Thomas W oodhoufe 
brought home a bud of a tree full of a turpentine fubfl:ance; of this our furgeon made 
a decoEtion to drink, and applied the buds hot to fuch as were troubled with aches in 
any part of their bodies; and I muft confefs I received thereby prefent eafe of my pain. 
As foon as the ice began to break out of the bays, a favage came to our fhip, being the 
firft we had feen in all this time; our mafter entertained him well, promifing to hirnfelf 
great matters by his means, and therefore would have to his own ufe all the knives and 
hatchets that every man had, but received none except from John King the carpenter, 
and myfclf. To this favage our mafter gave a knife: a looking-ghfs, and buttons; 
who received them thankfully, and made figns that alter he had Dept he would come 
-again, as he did. When he came again he drew after him a fledge, and upon it two 
·deer-fkins and two beaver-fkins; he laid the knife upon one of the beaver-fkins, and 
his glafs and buttons upon the other, and fo gave them to the mafter, who received 
them; and the favage took thofe things the mafter had given him, and put them into 
his fcrip; then the mafl:er fhewed him an hatchet, for which he would have given the 
mafl:er one of his deer-ikins; but the mafl:er would have them both, and fo he had, 
but not willingly. 

" After many figns of people to the fouth and to the north, and that after fo many 
fleeps he would come again, he went his way; but never came more. The found 
being now clear of ice, fo that our boat could go from one place to another, Wilfon, 
Green, and five more. were ordered to go a fifhing with our net. They caught the 
firfl: day five hundred fifhes as big as large herrings, which put us all in good hopes to 
have our wants fupplied; but thofe were the moIl: that ever they caught in one day, and 
many days they got not a quarter fa many. In this time of their fifhing, Green, 
Wilfon, and fome others plotted to take the net, and the !hallop which the carpenter 
had newly fet up, and fo to fhift for themfelves; but the i?allop being ready, our mafl:er 
would go in it himfelf to the fouth and fauth-weft, to fee If he could meet with people; 
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for that way we could fee the woods burning: fo taking with him as much ~rovifion ~s 
would ferve for eight or nine days, he went towards the fouth, and fet no tune for hIs 
return; becaufe he was perfuaded if he could meet with people he {hould have fle{h of 
them, and that good (l:ore; but he returned worfe than he went forth; for although 
he was fo near them as to fee them fet the woods on fire, yet could he not by any means 
come to the fpeech of them. .. .. 

" Being come on board, he fitt~d all thmgs for hIs retur~; and firft delIver;d all the 
bread out of the bread-room, whICh came to a pound a pIece for e~ery man s {hare; 
and delivered alfo a bill of return, willing them to have that to {hew, If It {hould pleafe 
God they {hould come home, and wept when he gave it to. them: b~t to help ?s ~o 
fome relief in this poor e(l:ate, our boat went to work on FrIday mornmg, and fiald tIll 
Sunday noon, and brought fourfcore fmall fi{hes;. a ~oor relief for fo many h~ngry 
bellies. Then we weighed, and fiood out of our wmtenng-place, and anchored WIthout 
at the mouth of the bay: where, our bread being gone, what fiore of cheefe we had 
was to ftop a gap, whereof there were five, at which time the company grudged, becaufe 
by their reckoning there {hould have been nine, but thofe that were left were equally 
divided by the mafter, although he was advifed to the contrary, becaufe there were 
fome who could not govern themfelves." 

It was this refolution of the mafter's, to make all fare alike for the fake of profecuting 
the voyage with effect, than which no man was more like to do it than himfelf, that 
drew upon him his defiruction; for his old mate, one Green, and fame other people 
in the {hip, refolving to leiI"en the number of hands, and fo get all the provifions that 
were left to themfelves, moft barbaroufly contrived to turn Captain Hudfon, the 
carpenter, and all the fick men, out of the {hip; after which they determined to make 
the befi of their way for England. This they performed the 19th of June, 1611, by 
forcing Captain Hudfon and eight more into the {hallop without provifions, though 
mofi of them were taken fick out of bed, who after that time were never heard of, but 
were either drowned, fiarved, or murdered by the favages: neither did the leaders of 
this mutiny efcape much better; for being obliged to land frequently on the defart 
eoa(l:, in order to obtain fome fubfiftence, they fell there into a fray with the favages, in 
which Green and fome others were killed; fo that very few, and thofe too in a miferable 
condition, returned to England, where Pricket wrote that account of the voyage for his 
own jufiification, from which we have made thefe extracts. 

At firfi there fell great imputations upon this man, becaufe he adminiftered the oath 
to the confpirators; but upon an enquiry it appeared very clearly, that this oath con
tained nothing in it contrary to the duty of the feamen; and that the true reafon why 
they preferved him was, becaufe that being fervant to Sir Dudley Diggs, who was a 
man of great power and reputation, they were in hopes he would interpofe and fave 
their lives, which they ought to have forfeited as pirates. Upon this imperfect account 
o~ Hudfon's Bay, feveral perfom; who had been engaged already in expeditions for the 
dlfcovery of a .no~th-we~ pa~age, began ~o hope that now they had a fairer profpecr 
than ever of brmgmg thIS project to bear, m cafe they could find any able mariner who 
would undertake to profecute the difcoveries made by Hudfon . 
. His Royal ~jghnefs. He~ry Pri~ce of Wales was the great patron of learning and 

virtue at that tIme; and b:mg applIed .to by the perfons concerned in this project, he 
refolved t~ fend one Cap~am Button, hIS own [ervant, a man of great abilities, courage, 
an~ ex.pent;n<:e,. and havmg the countenance of fo great a perfon, was moft likely to 
mamtam dlfClplme amongfl: his feamen. Accordingly, in the year 161 I, he failed on 
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this expedition, in which he paired HuMan's Streights, and leaving HuMan's Bay to 
the fouth failed above two hundred leagues to the north-weft, through a fea aboye 
eighty fathoms deep, and difcovered a great continent called by him New Wales; where, 
after much mifery and ficknefs, wintering at Port Nelfon, he carefully fearched all the 
bay, from him called Button's Bay, back again, almoft to Digg's Iiland. He dif
covered the great Wand called Cary's Swans-neft. He loft many of his men during 
his ftay in the river called Port Nelfon, in fifty-feven degrees ten minutes north latitude, 
though he kept three fires in his fhip all winter, and had great ftore of white partridges 
and other fowl, befides deer, bears, and faxes. Upon his return from this yoyage he 
received the honour of knighthood, and great expectations were raifed from his dif
coveries, which had certainly been profecuted with effect, if Prince Henry had not died 
foon after. 

It was a great pity that Sir Thomas Button, who was certainly a very underfl:anding 
man, formed private views of his own from the knowledge he obtained in his voyage; 
which were of fuch a nature, that he affirmed he had convinced his mafl:er, King 
James, that there was a pair age this way into the South Seas. The reafons upon which 
this opinion was founded, as well as notes of his voyage, he promifed to give to Mr. 
Briggs, the famous mathematician, who had turned his thoughts much upon this 
fubjeCl:, but never did; which was the reafon that all the expeditions undertaken on 
that fide afterwards failed; but, however, we have fufficient grounds to affirm, from 
the knowledge derived to us from another quarter, that the difcoveries of Sir Thomas 
Button, if profecuted, might have proved highly advantageous to this nation, notwith. 
fianding the feeming rigour of the climate, and barrennefs of the country. 

The French were in poirefiion of Fort Bourbon, which we call New York Fort, 
upon St. Therefa, the eaftern branch of Nelfon River, from the year 1697 to 1714. 
Monfieur Jeremie, who was lieutenant there from 1697 to 1708, and afterwards 
governor till he gave it up in 1714 to us, gives a very particular account of that river 
and the adjoining countries, great part of which he affirms to be of his own knowledge, 
having travelled a great way fouth-we!l: into the country, among the rivers and lakes. 
The Danifh, or Churchill's River, upon which the Hudfon's Bay Company have lately 
built a ftrong fl:one fort, he fays, is fituatcd in fifty-nine degrees north latitude, and is about 
five hundred paces wide at the entrance for about a quarter of a league, and yery deep; 
but within it is much broader, and navigable into the country a hundred and fifty 
leagues; there is but little wood upon the river near the bay, except in the iilands. At 
a hundred and fifty leagues difl:ance is a chain of high mountains, with great cataracts 
and falls of water; but beyond thefe it is again navigable, and has a communication 
with a river, called the River of Stags. Fifteen leagues northward of this river is the 
river of Loup Marine, or River of Seals. Betwixt thefe rivers is found a kind of ox, 
called the mufk ox, which fmells at fame time of the year fa fl:rong of mufk that it 
cannot be eat: they have very fine wool, which is longer than that of the Barbary 
fueep: they are fmaller than French oxen, with very crooked horns, which turn round 
like ram's-horns, and are fo long that they weigh fometimes fixty pounds; they have 
fuort legs, and their wool trails upon the ground: they are not numerous. 

This river comes from a nation he calls Platfcotez de Chiens, \\"ho makes war againfl 
the Savanna Indians, who traded with the French. In that country they have a large 
copper mine fa fine, that without fmelting it they make copper of it, by beating it 
betwixt two fl:ones: he faw a great deal of it, which their Indians got when they went 
m war againft that nation. This nation has a fweet humane afpeCt, but their country is 
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Dot good. They have no beaver, but live. by. fi!h~ng, and a kind of de~r they c~n 
cariboux (rein-deer); the hares grow whIte III wmter, an.d r~co~er t~eIr colour III 
fpring; they have very large ears, and are always black; their flms m wmter are very 
pretty, of fine long hair, which does not fall, fo that they make very fine muffs. ~e 
fays he can fay nothing pofitively in going farther northw~rd, bu~ only that theIr 
favages reported that in the bottom of the northern bay there IS a {heIght, where they 
can eafily difcover land on the other fide: they ~ad . never gone to t~e end of.that 
{height; they fay there is ice there aU the year, whIch IS drove by the wmd, fometImes 
one way, fometimes another. According to all appearance this arm of the fe~ has a 
communication with the WeIl:ern Ocean; and what makes it more probable IS, that 
when the winds come from the northern quarter, the fea is difcharged by that ftreight 
in fuch abundance, into Hudfon's Bay, as to raife the water ten feet above the ordinary 
tides; infomuch that when they find the waters rife, fhips take fuelter againIl: thefe 
Donherly winds. The favages fay, that after travelling fome months to weft-fouth
weIl:, they came to the fea, upon which they faw great veifels with men, who had 
beards and caps, who gather gold on the !hore that is at the mouths of rivers. In 
pailing to the fouthward from the Dani!h River, at fixty leagues diftance, is the River 
Bourbon or Nelfon, in latitude fifty-feven degrees. 

There is nothing remarkable in the country betwixt thofe two rive:'s, but a great 
number of the deer, called cariboux, which being drove from the woods by a great 
number of mufchetoes or midges, come to the {hore to refrefh themfelves;. they are 
in herds of 10,000 together, and fpread through a country forty or fifty ieagues in 
extent. They might have as many of their £kins as they pleafed, and fome have been 
dreifed, which have been very fine. They have there all forts of wild-fowl, as fwans, 
buftards, geefe, cranes, ducks, and thofe of the fmaller kind in fuch great numbers 
that when they rife they darken the £ky, and make fo loud a noife that they can fcarce 
hear each other fpeak. He fays, that this may appear fabulous, but affirms he fays 
DQthing but what he faw himlelf, for he would not truft to the report of others, but 
'Went himfelf to almoft every place he mentions. The River St. Therefa, upon which 
they built Fort Bourbon, is a branch of Nelfon River, by which the natives come 
down to trade. This river is of fo great extent that it pa{fes through many great lakes; 
the firIl: is 150 leagues from the entrance of the river, and is 100 leagues in circuit; 
the natives call it the Lake of Forts (or rather Forefis). On the north fide a river 
difcharges itfelf, called the Rapid Riv'er; this takes its rife from a lake 300 leagues 
from the firfi, which they call Michinipi, or the Great Waters; becaufe, in effeCt, it 
is the greateft and deepeft lake; being 600 leagues in circumference, and receives into 
it n'any rivers, fome of \\hich have a communication with the Danifh River, and others 
with the Plafcotez de Chiens; about this lake and along thefe rivers are many Indians, 
who eJI themfelves the Nation of the Great ",Vaters, or of Affinibowls; it is to be 
remarked, that thefe are as humane and affable, as the E£kimaux are fierce and bar
barous, as are al~o all other nations. ~<long. Hudfon's Bay. At the extremity of the Lake 
of ForeIl:s the RIVer Bourbon contmues Its courfe, and comes from another lake called 
the Jurcrion of the two Seas, becaufe the land almoft meets in the middle of th~ lake; 
the eait fide of this lake is a country full of thick forefis, in which are great numbers 
of ~e~\'~rs. and elks. Here begins the country of the Chriftinaux. 

1 hIS IS m a much more temperate climate. The weft fide is full of fine meadows~ 
filled with wild oxen. The Ailinibowls live here: the lake is 400 leagues in circum
ference, and 200 from the other lake: 100 leagues farther weft-fouth.~eft along ~his 
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river is another lake. which they call Ounipigouchih, or the Little Sea; it is almofl: 
the fame country and climate with the other, inhabited by the fame Indians, [he AfIini. 
bowls, the Chril1inaux, and Souteurs; it is 300 leagues in circumference; at the 
further end is a river, which comes from Tacamiouen, which is not fa great as the 
other; it is into this lake that the River of Stags is difcharged, which is of [uch a 
length that the natIves have not yet difcovereu its fource; from this river they can go 
to another, which runs weft ward, but all the ref!: run either into the bay or river of 
Canada. He endeavoured to fend the natives to difcover if it went to the weft ward 
rea, but the.ir enemies lying in the way prevented them; however, they brought fome 
of them pnfu:lers, who faid they alfo were at war with another nation farther \veft ; 
thefe faid they had neighbours with beards, who lived in fione-houfes and forts, that 
they were not clothed like them; that they had white kettles; and !hewing them a 
filver cup, they faid it was of that metal; they faid they tilled their land with tools of 
that metal. According to their defcription it was maize they cultivated. 

The intendant of Canada was very defirous to difcover thefe countries from thence; 
but it is much eafier ti·om Fort Bourbon, as it is !horter; and though a fine country full 
of beafl:s and wild fowl, befides fruit, which grow wild, as plums, apples, and grapes, 
and great variety of fmaller fruit. On the fouth-welt fide of this lake, Tacamiou2i1, 
i~'a river which comes from another, called the Lake of Dogs, which is not far from 
the fuperior lake. The River St. TherE{a is but half a league \"ide where the fort is 
built; two leagues hif~her is Fort Philipeaux, built for a retreat; there the river begi;ls 
to be interfperfed with iflands; twenty leagues above the fort the river divides into two 
branches, one which comes from the north-wefl: fide c':,mmunicates with Nelfon or 
Bourbon River, by which the natives come down to trade by the means of a land 
carriage from the Lake of Forefts to this river. Twenty leagues above the firfl: furk 
there is another that comes from the fouth-eaf!:, which the natives call Guicomatouang, 
or the Great Fork. This has a communication with the River St. Huiles; the weftern 
branch, though fiill called St. Therefa, is but of a fmall extent, coming from its fource 
by feveral fmall brooks, in each of which are great numbers of lynx, beavers, martins, 
and others of fmaller furs. Betwixt the two forts is a fmall river, called Egaree, from 
whence they get their wood for firing, it being fcarce at the fort. N ear the mouth of 
the river is another fmall one they call Gargouffe; there comes in at high water a great 
number of porpoifes. The river being narrow here, there might be a good fi!hing, 
where they might make above fix hundred barreh of oil annually. 

From this river of St. Huiles, or New Severn, is J 00 leagues fouth-eall::. It is fituated 
in latitude 56 degrees; the entrance is but fhaHow, only capable of veffels of fixty 
tons; here might be made good houfes, for wood is very plenty here; and there are 
great numb;irs of beavers higher up the river. As to the climate of Fort Bourbon, it 
being in latItude 57 degrees, is very cold in \..-inter, which begins about Michaelmas 
and ends in May. The fun fets about three, and rifes about nine in the winter. \Vhen 
the days grow a little longer, and the cold is more temperate, the fportfmen kill as 
many partridges and hares as they pleafe. One year, when they had eighty mel in 
garrifon, they had the curiofity to reckon the number, which amounted to ninety 
thoufctnd partridges, and twenty-five thoufand hares. At the end of April, the geefc, 
bufl:ards, and ducks, return in fuch numbers, that they kill as many as they pleafe ; 
they alfo take great numbers of cariboux, or rein-deer; in March and April they come 
from the north to the fouth, and extend then along the river fixty leagues: they go 
again northward in July and Auguf!:; the roads they make in the fnow are as well 
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padded, and crofs each other as often as t~e fire,ets at,Paris. The natives make hedges 
with the branches of trees, and leave opemngs, III which they fix fnares, and thus t~ke 
numbers of them: when they fwim the rivers, in returning northwards, the natIves 
kill them in canoes with lances, as many as they pleafe. In fumme; they have ~he 
pleafure of fi!hing, and with nets take pike, trout, and carp, and a whIte filli f~met~mg 
like a herring, by much the befi fi!h in the world: they preferve thofe for their wmter 
provifion by putting them in fnow, or freezing them, as alfo the Belli they would pre
ferve. They keep thus alfo geefe, ducks; and bufiards, which they roa,fi with the 
hares and partridges they kill in winter. So that, though it be a cold chmate, there 
is good living there, by getting bread and wine from Europe. . 

Though the fum mer be !hart they had a garden, and good coleworts, With faJads 
and fmall herbs, which they put in their foups in winter. He had one, hundred and 
twenty thoufand livres profit out of eight thoufand fent him in goods m one feafon ; 
they have alfo bears, elks, and all forts of beafts, whofe ikins and furs are valued in 
France; and, according to him it is one of the moft profitable pons in North America, 
confidering the ex pence. Thus far this French writer, from whom we have borrowed 
a very clear and copious account of the advantages that might have accrued to us, if 
our original difcovery of Hudfon's Bay had been properly confidered. 

But there were, and will be always, a race of people decrying thofe projects thfY 
want courage to attempt; and who, by ridiculing the pains taken to vifit the frozen 
climates and barren countries, hinder thofe improvements which might otherwife 
follow from fuch kind of expeditions. But they ought to confider before they run 
down fuch attempts, that we have numbers of poor people here who want em
ployment, and for whom employments ought to be founj; that if this be not done, 
they will either ftarve to our !hame, or ftrike out ways of living at our expence; 
whereas, if they were thus employed, they would both maintain themfelves and benefit 
the public: befides there is this advantage that attends northern expeditions and dif. 
covenes, that they breed a race of hardy and ufeful fcamen, who are nearer at hand, 
and confequently more capable of ferving their country upon any emergency than 
fuch as are employed in other branches of navigation. As to t:1e fuppofed difficulties 
that are to be in this way encountered, it is a !hame to hear them mentioned amongft 
people who pretend to maritime power. 

If men are afraid of ice, cold, and rocks, they muft relinqui!h all thoughts of being 
great at fea, and leave it to thofe who can not only endure but even defpife fuch hard. 
!hips: the Dutch, the Danes, and the Hamburghers, fail every year on the whale 
fi!hery, near 20 degrees farther north than the bottom of Hudfon's Bay; and the 
French from Canada travel through and live in thefe very countries of which we are 
fpeaking, with as much eafe as the favages themfelves; and, indeed, why lliould they not, 
or why lliould we imagine that one man, or one race of men, can do more tlf.tn another? 
Our anceftors were of this opinion, or at Ieaft they thought that if fuch a race of men 
there were, they might be found in this ifland: and here, if properly encouraged and 
due re~ard !hewn to their virtue, they will be always found, for it is not the people 
but. theIr g~vernors that ~lter, and therefore we have a right to blame thofe who took 
fo. httle notIce of what SIr Thomas .Dutton performed, and fo little attended to what 
mlght be made of thefe countries, as we certainly ought to commend fuch as contrived 
or promote? the law lately paired for encouraging private perfons to attempt once 
mor~ the ~Ifcove,ry of a north-wefi pairage, by fecuring to them a reward from the 
publIc, which, without doubt, they will juftly de[erve. 
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13. The next thing that occurs in order of time, is the afferting our right to that 
part of the continent of America which lies north from New England, and which is 
now called Nova Scotia, but was then looked upon as part of North Virginia, and as 
fuch within the charter of the Wefiern Company, who gave llriEt orders to thofe in 
their fervice to prevent foreign nations fettling in their limits; by which means this 
country of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, which is of fa great confequence in itfelf, and for 
the fecurity of our other plantations on the main, was preferved. The bounds of this 
province are the ocean to the north, Cape Breton Iiland, and the Bay of St. Laurence 
to the eafl:, Canada to the wefl:, and New England to the fouth; it lies from 43 to 
5 I degrees north latitude, and from the river St. Croix, the nearefl: to New Hamp
!hire, to the great river of St. Laurence, has almoll fix hundred miles of coafl:, but 
moll of it uninhabited and defart, the Indians themfelves making little or no ufe of it. 

Sir Samuel Argall, then governor of Virginia, made a fort of cruizing voyage 
round the coaft northwards, as far as Cape Cod in New England, in the year 1618,. 
five or fix years before the Engliih, who intended to fettle, arrived in that country. 
The Indians informed him that fame white men, like himfelf, were come to inhabit to 
the northward of them. Sir Samuel Argall, who took all that country, as far as it 
had been difcovered by Cabot, to belong to the Virginia Company his employers, 
failed thither, found a fettlement and a ihip riding before it, which belonged to fame 
Frenchmen: Argall drew fa clofe to it, that, with his fmall arms, he beat all the men 
from the deck, fa that they could not ufe their guns, their ihip having but one deck; 
among others there were two Jefuits aboard, one of which endeavoured to fire off one 
of their cannon, and was ihot. Argall having taken the ihip, landed his men, marched 
to and fum maned the fort to furrender: the French afked time to confider of it, which 
was denied, upon which they got privately away and fled into the woods~ The 
Engliih entered it, and lodged there that night, and the next day the French came and 
yielded to Sir Samuel, cancelling the patents that had been granted them for their 
fettlement by the French King. Sir Samuel permitted fuch of the French as were 
fa difpofed to take paffage for Europe in the fiihing [hips, and took the reft with him 
to Virginia, according to their choice. 

The French had another fettlement at a place they called Port Royal, on a bay on 
the fauth-well coall of Acadia, which the two Jefuits had left out of pique to their 
governor M. Biencourt; and with thefe Frenchmen feparated from the others. Father 
Biard, the furviving Jefuit, out of malice to Biencourt, informed Sir Samuel of the 
fettlement at Port Royal, and the eafe with which he might reduce it, which he found 
to be true; and, on the furrender of the French, he did no damage to their houfes, 
their barns, and mills, but obliged them to quit the country they had fowed and 
reaped; and thofc of them that did not care to return home, removed to the river of 
St. Lawrence, where now is the capital of Canada or New France. 

When Sir Ferdinand Gorges was prefident of the New England Company, he pro
pofed to Sir l,Villiam Alexander to procure a particular grant for the land to the north. 
ward of their patent, which was eafily obtained of King James I. and a year after, 
1622, Sir William, and fame others whom he had got to be concerned with him, fent 
a ihip with paifengers to plant and fettle there. Newfoundland was then very well 
known on account of the fifhery, and the ihip being late in her voyage the maller put 
in and wintered there. The next year they fet fail, and made the promontory at the 
north {hore of Cape Breton Illand: they coalled it along till they came to Cape Sable 
in Acadia, where they found three good harbours, and went aihore at one of them, 

which 
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which they called Luke's Bay; in which was a large river. that had eight fathoms 
water at ebb. This fhip failed up one of thefe, and accordmg to the accounts that 
were publifhed by tl;ofe th~t wen: to be :!harers in the patent, this c mntry is defcribed 
as a kind of paradlfe; With a VIew, no doubt, to have engag~c people to go over 
thither to fettle to which end Sir ':Villiam Alexander, the origina',mprietor, afterwards 
created Earl ~f Sterling-, wrote and publifhed a book, and his lovereign King James 
ereB:ed a new order, called the Knicrhts of NDva Scotia, to facilitate this plantation. 

Bur, notwithf!:anding all the care ~hat was taken of it, this projeB: proved abortive, 
and which is very extraordinary, modern authors have taught us to cond':mn and cen· 
fur: fuch as forefaw the confequence and importance of this c()untry to the Britifh 
nation, when unfettled and unimproved, and to treat as weak and pufillanimous the 
conduct of thofe times, when in full peace the French were, by force of arms, com
pelled to quit a country, which, though fettled by them, was difcov':r;d by us; and 
from thefe fugitives it was that the more northen fettlement of the French took birth. 
The expedition of Sir Samuel Argall was certainly both a vigorous md a right mea· 
fure; and the grant to Sir William Alexander was a very fenfibJe th;'l~, though the 
-defign of it is now not well underf!:ood, or rather forgot; and therefore, though it 
may take up fome room, I fhall endeavour to revive and explain it. It was fuggefted 
to King James that the tract of country on the continent of North America" belonging 
to his crown, being very large, and not likely to be planted in any reafonable fpace of 
time by the Englifh, it would be a very wife and prudent meafure to grant under the 
great feal of Scotland a part of it to his fubjects of that kingdom, upon a fuppofition 
that it would be more beneficial for them and more for the interefl: of the united king
doms if they went over and fettled there, than if, as to that time they had frequently 
done, they tranfported themfelves to Poland, Sweden, and RufIia, in which countries 
there were at that time many thoufand Scotch families. 

Such was the original fcheme of fettling and planting Nova Scotia; and if the 
courtiers of thofe times made a job of this, and thereby defeated the fcheme; how
ever this may refleCt on their memories, it ought to draw no fort of odium on the 
project itfelf, which was very well and wifely laid, if it had been as honefl:lyand wifely 
executed. There was afterwards another grant made of the northern part of this 
country, to Sir David Kirk, from whom the French King bought it, or at leaf!: con· 
traCted to give him five thoufand pounds for it; a very plain proof that even the FI'ench 
acknowledged the right by which he held it; and a French nobleman likewife bought, 
many years after that, Sir William Alexander's property. It may be enquired why 
the crown of England did not interpofe and prevent thefe fales, as might no doubt 
have been done; and the plain anfwer to this is, that the French protef!:ants being 
principally concerned in thefe fettlements, the crown had a tendernefs for them. 

~ut Oli~er Cromwell fent Major Sedgwick to difiodge the French from Port Royal, 
which he. dId; and though t?e ProteCtor afte::vards confented that a French proprietor 
ihould eIlJoy the country, yet It w.as upon <:ondItlon that he fh0ll:ld make out this right by 
purchafe from the Earl of SterlIng; whIch he afterwards dId, and then fold it to Sir 
Th?mas Temple, who was both proprietor and governor at the Ref!:oration: after 
whIch the French fettled there again, and remained there in quiet poffefIion till the 
year 1690, when they were dipoffeffed by Sir William Phips, then governor of New 
England; but !t was a~terwards given up again to the French by King William's 
trea;¥ of R.y~\Vlck. It IS no.t, howev.er, to b~ Ull?erf!:ood that either King ~harles I!. 
or Kmg "\Vllham Ill., by theIr refpethve treatIes WIth France, gave up the claIm of thIS 
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nation to that country, nor did the French fo underfland it, but only permitted that 
poifefiion, becaufe, as the circumilances c,f things then flood, ihey Were unwilling to 
contefl: it. In all thefe changes, however, the iiland of Cape Breton followed the fate 
of Nova Scotia, and both continued in the hands of the French till the year [7 IO. 

when Governor Nicholfon made himfelf ma!1:er of Port Royal, which \\":J:; b2C0rl~e a 
place of very great importance in many LitLe:;, more efpecially in this, that it P?\2 
the French an opportunity of diirurbing and di!1reiling our trade to fuch a dc.;re-:, t;lclt 
it was very properly ily!l~U the Dunkirk of America. 

We need not wonder, therefore, that the taking this place was looked upon as a 
very remarkable [ervice, or that the Queen fhould bell:ow her name upon it to 111ew 
that fhe never meant to part with it. Upon the fame principle, Colonel Kicl'o]fon, 
upon his return to England, had a commifiion granted him to be governor of Nel'l a 
Scotia and of Annapolis Royal, and commander of all Her l\Tajeily's forces there and 
in Newfoundland. vVhile things were in this fituation, a negociation for peace W~tS 
fet on foot, which afterwards produced one that has fince made a great deal of Duife, more 
efpecially with regard to the i1ipulations therein, in reference to this province; and 
therefore it is requifite for us to fee what relates to Nova Scotia in the Utrecht treatv, 
the words of which, in the twelfth article, are, " All Nova Scotia, or Acadia, with ~Il 
ancient boundaries, as alfo the city of Port Royal, now called Annapolis, and all other 
things in thefe parts which depCl1d on lands and iDands, together \"\lith the dominion, 

- property, poffcilion of the faid iDands, lands, and all rights \'.h::ltfoever, by trC':1tIC0 or 
by any other way obtained," &c. To "hich the French Kil1;-i added the c:\:ciuiion of 
the fubjects of France from filhing on t;lc~ coall: of Nova .':icl)ri:c, and \vithin thirty 
leagues, beginning from Cape Sable and ilretching along to the' fouth-weil; there is no 
doubt but this article, as it is worded, contains the rcftitution of Cape l?r,'tull, \"Ihich 
ought to have gone along with Nova Scotia, as it had hitherto done; neither is this a 
bare conjecture, or my particular notion, but the general fentiment of fuch as were 
bell: acquainted with this ~dhir, and with the ncgociation that concerned it; \vhich in
duced the Queen, in her inilrutl:ions to the late Duke of Shrewfbury, \\'hen he went 
ambaffador to France, to declare that fhe looked upon Cape Breton to belong to hel·, 
and reckoned that iiland a part of the ancient territory of Nova Scotia. Ent notwith
fianding this article in the Queen's infLruCtion::;, the French wcre fuffcred to h,cp Cape 
Breton, but, mofl: undoubtedly, this gave them no right to it. 

1 am n'ry far from thinking that in this cd~, I mean in the elf,' of pbntatioIls, pel
feilion is the only or even the bEil right, b~'c;mfe [uch a cl,,,:trinc l"iF~Jt corJr,r ri~ht Uj,)ll 

pirates. The bell: c}aim ~lf civilized n~l~iujJ~, wi:h ;'c,rr,,,.:l: to I,ll,'.\ .(t'l,llltric's. was a!'.',;\\'3 
allowed to be the hrll: (llfuwcl'Y. ThIS rIght IS that on '.\111el1 IS lUUT1cLd l~L:r tilL" 
~lld very juftly; for WC:' have cert:1inly difc()vc5,·J all the cOLlntri",:; that :;::-J(>r Oll 

l):1vis's Straits, Hudfon's Bay, 2nd [0 forwards to the limits of G"(lj",fl,:a; a!ld this 
right being in the crown o~ Engbnd, and !nheritcd \',ith the cr~':~\l1 of I':: " lelld, .could 
never be gra:lted ;[\1, a y, YIelded to a forelgn FO\\"CT, or othen',: l':' tr~::l:i ~r:, d '. '\ Ithout 
the conrent of parliament; though the temporary poifefiion 11:J;.',ht. J< 81', In thofe 
trlail's by \\hich Audi.l \\as left to France, the crown only ftipl:brcl not to d"'pi'jve 
the French of tbeir pofLJ1i n, during the continuance of the p~:,C-', but the right {till 
rc:mained in liS, and muil: ;ti"'.lYs l'l'l1lain in us. 

vVe have b~'I~\]'c' lilc\\I1 that the: l.';'~nch acknowledged this, as apl"':';'s Ly the: Kin::; 
of }r'r,lllu"s purchaflng under our title; nor was it ever djrput~d tiil the t;'~'aty "f 
Utrecht, that the iDand of Cape Blt:ton belonged to N0\'cl SCL"i2, nor c~ldJ it be L~:f-
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puted, becaufe the very charter which efrablilhed Nova Scotia as a difrinC:C province, 
included the ifland of Cape Breton in exprefs words. W. e may add to thIS, th~t our 
title to Labrador or New Britain is unqueftionable, of whIch country Nova ScotIa was 
a pan, till feparated by the charter; and our claim to Newfoundland ~as been a~ways 
maintained as we :fhewed in the former fetHon: fa that on the whole It may be Juftly 
affirmed, that our right to the Wand of Cape Breton is as clear ar:d as unqueftionable 
as that of any European nation to any of i.ts Englilh fe~tlements. In ~menca, or elfe
where. But if it :fhould be demanded of what ufe thIS reafonmg IS, I anfwer, that 
having now recovered the poffeilion of that ifland to which we had always a right, 
and out of which we were cheated at the treaty of Utrecht, the French have no colour 
to demand the reftitution of it; nor is the cafe the fame now that it was when King 
Charles II. concluded his treaty in 1666, when King William concluded the trea~y 
of Ryfwick, in 1697, or when the treaty of Utrecht was made by Queen Anne, In 

17 12. 
I 4. We gave a large account, in the former feaion, of the attempt made by that 

great man and good patriot Sir Walter Raleigh, to eftablilh an Englilh plantation in 
Guiana; and of his fending, after his return to England, a :fhip to profecute that dif
co very ; of which fecond voyage we have likewife a long account, publilhed by Cap
tain Keymi:fh: but this defign met with continual interruptions; or otherwife, Sir 
"Valter himfelf tells us in his Apology, there had been, before the death of Queen Eli
zabeth, a fufficient number of Engli:fh fettled in that part of the world to have fecured 
the poffeilion of it for ever to this crown and nation. The very next year after Sir 
"Valter's return, he was employed in the expedition to Cadiz: the two following 
years, his time was taken up in that which was called the Ifland Voyage. Then the 
great rebellion broke out in Ireland, which rendered Queen Elizabeth unwilling to 
encourage ,my private expeditions that required a confiderable force; and this rebellion 
lafted till the Queen's death. Immediately after this, Sir Walter himfelf was im
prifoned, and fa continued for many years. Which very fairly accounts for this noble 
defign remaining fa long unpurfued. 

But things delayed are not always loft: the defire of fettling Guiana revived in a 
few years after peace was reftored; and, as I do not know it has ever yet been done, 
I :fhall give a fuccina account of the feveral attempts made to carry this defign into 
execution, to the time they were wholly given over, and the fmall intereft we had in 
that part <?f the world furrendered up to the Dutch. In the year 1604, Captain Charles 
Leigh undertook a voyage to Guiana, at his own and his brother Sir Olive Leigh's 
charge: he had a bark of about fifty tons, called the Olive-Plant; and his company, 
about forty-fix men and boys. They failed from Woolwich the 21ft of March, with 
a defign to make a more complete difcovery of the country of Guiana than had been 
yet done, and to fix an Engli:fh colony there. On the 22d of May they came into the 
river of \Vyapoco, in the latitude of 8 degrees 30 minutes to the north of the line, 
and t~e town of \V"yapoco, which lies on the co aft of Guiana, was the place in which 
they. mter:tded to take up their: abode. . Here the captain came to an agreement with 
the mhabItants, who receIved hun very kmdly, that they fhould allow him a good fpace 
of ground, and fome houfes for the prefent; in confideration of which he was to ailifl: 
them ~gainft their inveterate enemies the Caribbees, who greatly diftreffed them. 
. ThIS agreement was made by means of two of the natives of Guiana who had been 
III England and could fpeak fame Englilh; and for the better fecurity of performance 
on the part of the favages, they confented to give five of their body, among whom 
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were two perfons of note, as pledges to be fent to England. Their firft fettlement 
was on part of the mountain that lies on the weft fide of the entrance of the river, to 
which they gave the name of Mount Howard. The captain might have lived here 
a very quiet life, and been very ufeful to his country too, had he not had a mutinous 
and difcontented company. The next year after, he fent his fhip to England, III the 
month of June, for frefh fupplies of fuch things as he wanted, retaining thirty-five of 
his men and boys with him, to fettle his fmall village, and thereby fet this colony upon 
a better footing than it had till then been. They pad fame trade with the natives, as 
well round about their fettlement, as farther up the river; and the chief merchandizes 
they obtained were wax, fine white feathers, tobacco, parrots, monkeys, green and 
black, cotton-yarn, and wool, fweet gums, red pepper, fpleen and mafate ftones; with 
feveral forts of wood, roots, and berries, partly for medicine, and partly for dyeing; 
but the flux, and other diftempers, carried off a good number of the company; and 
the captain being feized with it himfelf juft as he was going on board for England, to 
fetch a complete loading of fuch things as were needful for his colony, died of it. It 
was by this unhappy ftroke the whole undertaking was quafhed, and everyone fhifted 
for himfelf; fome returned to England in their own veffel, others in a French fhip, 
and others in two Dutch fhips, very much to the regret of the Indians, and to the 
no fmall lofs of Sir Olive Leigh, and detriment of the Englifh nation. 

Sir Olive Leigh refolving to fupport his brother in the eil:ablifhment of his colony 
at Guiana, before he had any account of his fuccefs, fitted out another fhip called the 
Olive-Bloffom, under Captain Catalin and Captain St. John, to carry him a frefh fupply 
of men and neceffaries. The fhip fet out from Woolwich for Wyapoco, the 14th of 
A pril, 1605; but, between contrary winds and currents, by the unlkilfulnefs of the 
mail:er, Mr. Richard Chambers, they were putfo far to the leeward, that they defpaired 
of ever recovering their intended port in any due time; and therefore they put in 
firft at Barbadoes, and afterwards at the ifland of St. Lucia, defigning from thence to 
return to England: however, examining their fl:ores of provifions, and finding not near 
enough to ferve fa large a company as they were for fo long a voyage, Captain St. John 
himfelf, with feveral of the paffengers, to the number of fixty-fevell, refolved rather to 
fl:ay, and take their lot upon that ifland, than to run the hazard of their being il:arved 
at fea. 

They foon made an acquaintance with the Indians, who furnifhed them, in exchange 
for trifles, with roots, fruits, and fame fowls; and they every night had an opportunity, 
with very little trouble, of taking delicate tortoifes upon the fands; fa that they were 
in no want of food. They lived five or fix weeks in little huts, or houfes which they 
had built, without making any excurfions into the country; but the captain feeing one 
day certain plates of metal upon the arms of fome of the Indians, and being informed 
by one Brown, a refiner in their company, that they were at leafl: three parts gold; and 
enquiring of the Indians from whence they had it, they pointed to a very high moun· 
tain, in the north-wefl: part of the Wand. Upon this, the captain himfelf, with feveral 
of the chief of his men, went in queil: of this golden mountain, the refl: being ap. 
pointed to keep guard at home, and affured they would return in a week's time. 
When this part of the company was gone, th~ other expeCted the Indians would have 
brought them provifion as they ufed to do; but they heard nothing of them for three 
days together. They had, it feemed, obferved when the captain went, followed him, 
and moft barbaroufly cut him off with his whole company. 

They were now intent upon making the fame difpatch of their companions, and to 
this end had got one Augramart, a defperate favage, and captain of the ifland of 
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St. Vincent, to head them in this enterprize. To cover their defign, however, t~ey 
carried it fair to them, and vifited them frequently; till one day Augramart, havmg 
dined with them, would have the Englinl go with him to his quarters; wher~ he pro
mifed to furnifh them with \v hatever provifions they wanted. Mr. St. John, ,wIth feven
teen others, accepted of the invitation; but infl:ead of carrying th~m to theIr quarters; 
they led them into an ambu!h of five hundred favages; where, bemg furrounded, a~d 
attacked on every fide with vollies of arrows, after doing all that men c?uld do III 

their own defence, they were overpowered, and all, flain but ~ne J~llll Nr<;hols, who 
made his efcape from this bloody fl;:1Ughter, and was forced to hIde hr~felf, 111 a wood, 
then f wimming a lake, and fo with great difficulty returned home, Juft tIme enough 
to give his companions the alarm; for it was not long before they, appeared before 
their houfes; yet letting fly their fmall pieces of ordnance they qmcklX marche~ off 
again. In two or three days time they returned, to the number of thirteen or four
teen hundred men; who, after having attacked their little fort and, houfes for feven 
days together, with little fuccefs" th:l\J~ht of throwi~g in ;:;;,~ with their arrows, which 
in a !hort time reduced the habitatIOns of the Engh!h, and all they had, to a heap of 
afhes. They continued, however, to defend themfelves in fa brave a manner, that the 
Indians, feeing they could not accomplifh their defign againft this handful of men, 
refolved at 1aft to abandon the enterprize. 

After their departure, fome of the neighbouring favages were prevailed upon, for a 
reward of hatchets, knives, and beads, to fllrniil1 them with an old pitiful boat; this 
they fitted up as well as they could, and nineteen of them, the miferable remains of 
fixty-eight, of which twelve were wounded, ventured out to fea in her, w-ithout chart 
or compafs, and having only four or five gallons of water, with a few plantains and 
potatoes, about twenty bifcuits, and a little rice; and what was worfe than all the reft, 
not one mariner among them. In this little boat they were fa overladen that her 
gunnel lay almoft even with the water: they lived at fea ten days, four of them being 
obliged by turns to keep fcooping of the water. The tenth day, wh2n all hopes began 
to fail them, they difcovered land; but when they came upon it the land proved to 
be an uninhabited ifland, which afforded no manner of fuftenance. In this miferable 
fiate they had no remedy, but to repair their boat again as well as they could, and to 
fend five of their men to the continent to feek relief. After many difficulties thefe 
men came to an Indian town on the continent, called Tocoyo; from whence, after 
fifteen days abfence, they carried fuccour to their miferable companions. They were 
l:OW reduced t~ thirteen, who ~ot together to a Spanifn ~o\Vn, called Cora, where they 
were treated wah great humamty; two more of them dIed; three of them went from 
thence to Carthagena, and were follo\ved thither by two more; where they procured 
a paffage to Spain; but \\hat became of the reft does not any where appear. 

One would have imagined, that fuch a feries of mi~fortunes as had attended the 
attempts made for eH:ablifning this fettlement, would have worn out all deure of running 
further hazards; but fuch was the credit of Sir V. alter Raleip-h, fuch the fettl:>d 
opinion of the \'aft riches to be found in this part of America, and fuch the remains of 
tbat fpirit which prevailed through the \yhole nation in the time of Queen Elizabeth 
, 'h 6 ' toat III t e. year J c9.'.a ~ew attempt .was made, at a ~1Uch greater expence than the 
r~r,?er, with the partiCIpatIOn, at leaft, If .not .under the mfluence of ::iir"\ Valler Raleigh. 
11118 \'oyage was performed under the dIr<,-ctIOIl and command of Robert Harcourt, of 
Stanton-Harcourt, i~ the c~unty of Oxford, e[quire; a?d the veifels em played in it 
"de the Rafe, a !hIP. of eighty tons; the ,~ailence, a !hlp of fix-and- thirty tons; and 
the Llly {ballop, of mne tons. They fet fall from Dartmouth the 29th of l\larch, and 
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arrived the 17th of May in the Bay of Wyapoco. It was not long before feveral 
canoes of Indians came to fee what they were; and finding they were Englifh, came 
on board them without any fear or ceremony: fuch an advantageous idea had Sir Walter 
Raleigh by his courteous behaviour imprinted in them of the Englifh nation. 

Thefe people, who were very forward and ready to traffic with the Englifh, were of 
the town called Caripo, on the eaft fide of the hill, at the mouth of \ \T yapoco River. 
Their king, or chief, who had been many years in England, was then with Mr. Har
court, and another of his countrymen came paiTenger with him, though he had not 
difcovered his quality, till the joy of his fubjecrs at the fight of him made him known. 
Among the Indians who came firft on board was one who fpoke the Englifh tongu~ 
perfectly well, and was known to fome of the fhip's companies, having ferved Sir John 
Gilbert in England many years; and ,the Indian who accompanied the king or chief~ 
having been fourteen years in England; thefe two were of fingular fervice to the 
adventurers. 

The fidt ceremonies being paft, Mr. Harcourt acquainted them that the occafion of 
his coming among them, was to fettle a colony there, and tG take pOiTeflion of the 
country for the King of England, by virtue of their grant of it to Captain l.ci,~·h, and 
by fame of their coumrymen before to Sir Walter Raleigh; aiTuring them at the fame 
time, that His Majefty intended no unjuft ufurp:ttion over them, nor to treat them in any 
way lIke Daves and vaihls; but only to be their friend and proteCtor, and to deliver 
them from the infolencies and opprdIions of the Caribbees. After f,)me debate the 
Indians gave their confent that they might live among them, and promifed to furnifh 
them with houfes, and all other necciTaries, as far as they were able; but could not 
forbear exprelIing fome diffidence in their performing their promifes, fince Sir \Valter 
Raleigh had been fo dilatory in accompli{hing thofe he made them. 

This being done they all went alhore, where they met the beft reception the Indians 
could give them; and were difperfed up and down the town, on the fide of a hill, 
while their {hips rode at anchor at the foot of it. The great rains, which confined them 
near a mOJlth, being over, the captain fet himfdf to difcover the Golden Mountains, 
which had been the fpurs to this undertaking; but their guide, who had promifed fuch 
great things, failed in the performance of them, and either had wilfully deceived them, 
or had been deceived himfe!f; for when he came to the fpot he had built his hopes 
upon, nothing was to be found: and yet they were cOIlvinced the country afforded 
gold, as well by the alfurances given them by the natives, who {hewed them certain 
images, which upon an eiTay appeared to contain at leaft one-third gold, as by ocular 
dcmonftratillil of great quantities of the white fpar in which the gold is contained, and 
which they found to hold both gold and fill'er; but they had reafon to believe thefe 
mines were too far up in the higher parts of Guiana, and perhaps too ftrongly guarded 
f(,r them to hope they {hould be able to reach them. And, befides, they had then 
neither time nor power to fearch in the manner requifite for finding thefe mines. 

This difappointrnent had like to have excited a mutiny among thofe who came out 
with no other view than to tumble at once into riches; but the captain, with great 
prudence and with no Ids conduer, prevented its running fuch a length.; and to keep 
them employed, not only went himfdf up the river of \Vyapoco upon difcovery, but 
fent his brother with fome others on the fame errand to the river Arrawary, and the 
country bordering upon it, which adjoins to the river of Amazons. He went alfo and 
took polfelIion of the mountain GOIl1oribo, which is the utmoft point of land to the 
northward in the Wyapoco. This he did, according to cuftom, by the ceremony of Twig 
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and Turf, in the prefence both of his own people and the Indians. After polfeffion 
taken the mountain was delivered over to an Indian, to hold and poifefs the fame for 
himfelf and his heirs of His Majefty James King of England, paying the yearly duty 
of a tenth part of the tobacco, cotton, wood, annotto, and all o~her commodities 
growing within the limits of the fame. The attempt of the captam's. brother, ~nd 
Captain Harvey, in difcovery of the River Arrawary, ~as. attended with great ddfi
culties and hazards; for the length they run by fea to thIS nver wa~ ne~r one hundred 
learrues through terrible breaks of flats and !hoals. They went hkewife fifty leagues 
up ~he 'river, and all this only with flat-bottomed canoes, fomething longer than the 
common Thames wherries, but not fo broad. 

The Indians they met with in this river plainly difcovered they had never feen any 
Europeans before. It was long before they could be brought to any fort of trade or 
converfation with them, though they had other Indians in their company: but at laft 
the fight of their toys wrought upon them, and induced them to exchange for pro
vifions; a want of which however at laft obliged them to return to \Vyapoco. They 
took poifeffion neverthelefs of the country in form, as Mr. Harcourt had done of 
Gomoribo. Not long after this, Mr. Harcourt was obliged to return for England, 
purely for fear of wanting cafks to contain fufficient beer and water for the voyage, 
the mafter having negleCted to have his cafks iron-bound before their departure, which 
occafioned many of them to burft their hoops in that hot country. 

Mr. Harcourt left his brothel" to command in chief in his abfence, to whom Captain 
Harvey was joined as affiftant, and Mr. Gifford as his lieutenant, and with them he left 
fifty or fixty of his men. He departed the 18th of Auguft; and Mr. Harcourt, in 
his way homewards, made feveral difcoveries upon the coafi, and in fame of the rivers; 
returned to Ireland the 29th of November; and came from thence to England. Being 
come to London, by the favour of Prince Henry, he obtained a large patent for all that 
coafl:, called Guiana, together with the famous River of Amazons, to him and his 
heirs: but he was involved in fa many troubles, that he was not able to fupply his 
colony, and only fent over fame few people, with eighteen Dutchmen, but to little 
purpofe. Captain Harcourt, however, kept poifeffion of that part of the country in 
which he was fettled for full three years, in all which time he lofi but fix of his people. 

The reader will obferve, that we have now brought down the hiftory of our expe
ditions to Guiana from 1595 to 1612, which is within five years of Sir Walter 
Raleigh's laft embarkation. It is however certain, that fome other voyages had been 
made to this country; for Sir Walter Raleigh, in his apology, fays, that the Spaniards 
at St. Thomas's had, fame years before his laft attempt, murdered many Engli!h, under 
pretence of trading with them, and fome of thofe who '",ere thus murdered he mentions 
by name. He had fuffered a very long imprifonment in the Tower of London, when, 
by the help of many friends, and perhaps by the laying out of a great deal of money, 
he procured his liberty, and therewith a commifiion to execute his laft expeqition to 
GUIana. In order to this, he turned into money the beft part of his own fortune, 
~!lich he employed in fitting out !hips for this fervice. He engaged many of his beft 
.nends to do the fame; and embarked feveral of them, and his own eldeft fan, on 
board t.he ~eet; and all this from a perfuafion that the country he was going to was 
~ery nch m gold, and if they could gain poife11ion of it, would make all their 
_ortunes. 

The famous Count Gondomar, who was then the Spani!h Ambaifador here, and, as 
1.11 the world knows, had a great influence over K4ig James, did all that lay in his 
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power to hinder this expedition; and as he did not fucceed therein, it very plainly 
proves that King James did not credit what he fuggefted to the prejudice of Sir \Valter 
Raleigh. And indeed, what he gave out upon this fubjeCt, of Sir Walter's having no 
intention to make either difcovery or fettlement, but merely to engage in a piratical 
attempt upon the Spanifh colonies in America, was abfurd and ridiculous, fince no man 
had ever a meaner opinion of fuch exploits, or had fo fully expofed the folly of hoping 
for great riches from the plunder of Spanifh towns than Sir \Valter had done. But in 
all probability the Spanifh minifter had not fo much in view the making thefe fug
geftions of his pafs for truth, as obtaining, by this means, under colour of refuting 
this charge, a diftinCt account of Sir Walter's true defign, and of the force with which 
he was to undertake it; in which he had but too gre~t fuccefs; for Sir \iValter giving 
the King a fhort but true fcheme of what he intended, that yery paper was delivered 
to the Spanifh ambaffador, and found its way to Guiana long before Sir ,,\TaIter 
Raleigh. 

The commiffion granted to this excellent man was very full, and free from limita
tions, which has been generally u!lderftood to be defigned to his prejudice. But I 
muO: coufefs I fee no reafon for that opinion. On the contrary, I am perfuaded that 
Sir Walter himfelf was well fatisfied with his commiffion; and that in refpeCt to the 
law of the land, and the law of nations, it fully juftified the defign he went upon, and 
all that followed in the execution of it. Certain it is that the contents of his commif
fion were no fecrets, fince by publifhing them, he brought numbers at home and abroad 
to fubfcribe large fums towards the fupport of his undertaking; which he could never 
have done if the form or words of that commiffion had been liable to exception. It 
was feven months after his commiffion was granted before his fleet was in condition to 
put to fea. 

As to the ftrength of this fleet, it is clear from a furvey taken by the order of the 
Earl of Nottingham, then lord high-admiral, that it confifted of feven fail, of feveral 
fizes. It appears that the firft of them, or admiral, a fine fhip, built by Raleigh him
felf, was named the Deftiny, of four hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix pieces or 
more of ordnance, Sir Walter Raleigh general, and his fon ",Valter captain, befides two 
hundred men, whereof fourfcore were gentlemen volunteers and adventurers, moft of 
them Sir Walter's relations; which number was afterwards encreafed. Second, the 
Jafon of London, two hundred and forty tons, and twenty-five pieces of ordnance, 
Captain John Pennington vice-admiral, eighty men, one gentleman, and no more. 
Third, the Encounter, one hundred and fixty tons, feventeen pieces of ordnance, 
Edward Haftings captain (no men more except the mafter mentioned); but he dying 
in the Indies, was fucceeded in the command by Captain Whitney. Fourth, the 
Thunder, one hundred and fifty tons, twenty pieces of ordnance, Sir"\V arham Sentlegor 
captain, fix gentlemen, fixty foldiers, ten landmen. Fifth, the Flying-Joan, one 
hundred and twenty tons, fourteen pieces of ordnance, John Chidley captain, twenty
five men. Sixth, the Southampton, eighty tons, and fix pieces of ordnance, John 
Bayley captain, twenty-five mariners, two gentlemen. Seventh, the Page, a pinnace, 
twenty-five tons, three rabnets of brafs, James Barker captain, and eight failors. But 
before Raleigh left the coaft of England, he was joined by as many fhips more; fo that 
this whole fleet cQnfifted of thirteen fail, befides his own fhip. 

But for this remaining part of his fleet he waited long, and it had been better if he 
had left them behind, for they pro\'ed a burt hen to him, and fame of them deferted 
the expedition. It was the beginning of July before he left the coaft of England, and 
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meeting with a fiorm, was obliged to put into Cork, from whenc~ he failed on the 
19th of Auguft t~Jllowing. He proceeded from thence to the Cananes, where, though 
illfulted by the Spaniards, he committed no hoftilities; but, on the contrar~, b~ha~ed 
fo well that he obtained a certificate thereof from the governor. After thIs 1~ls fhIpS 
g:·C'.v very fickly; and before he ,t:Tived at Trinidada, he ha? ,roft many o.f hIS men, 
and was himfdf dangerouily ill. In this weak and low condItIOn they arrIved at the 
north cape of 'Vlyapoco on the I Ith of November. 

The firft thin a he did after his arrival "'J:':, to endeavour to find out Leonard the 
Indian, who had beeen in England three or f,ur years with him, but was removed fo 
far up into the country there was no procuring him; therdore he fl:ood away for 
Cali:ma, 011 the coaft of Guiana, at the firft difcovery called Port-Ho\yarJ, where the 
c2.zi.que was alfo his iervant, and had lived with him in the Tower of London two 
years. There he arrived in a day or two, having paired the iiland noted for its multitude 
of birds and fiIk-bearing trees; and from thence fent for his fervant, Harry the Indian, 
who with other caziques came and brought him great flore of cairavi. bread, and roafted. 
mullets, with plantains, pines, and piitachios. But Raleigh ventured not to eat of the 
pines, which tempJed him exceedingly) till after a day or two's airing on the {hore, in a 
tent which was there pitched for him. Then he alfo eat fome armadillo and a little 
pork, ~md begun to gather fl:rength. Here he alfo landed his fick men, and recovered 
many; and here he buried Captain Ed"vard Haflings, (the Lord Huntingdon'S brother) 
who died ten days, or more, before; and with him his ferjeant-major Hart, and Captain 
Henry Snedale, the charge of whofe fhip Raleigh gave to his fervant Captain Robert 
Smith of Cornwall. I-Jere he alfo fet up his barges and ihallops, which they brought 
from England in quarters~ cleanfed his ihip, trimmed up his caiks and fupplied them 
with water, fixed up a forge, and made fuch iron works as th&y wanted. Thus on that 
!hore and this river they employed and refrefhed themfelves for about three weeks, 
during which time Raleigh was very much careired by the Indians, of his old 
acquaintance aforefaid, and other natives of this place, who furnif11ed him daily with the 
beft provifions that the country yielded, and offered him all kind of obedience, even to 
the making him their Sovereign Prince and Ruler, if he would abide and fettle among 
t::cm; fo fre!h continued his memory, and fllch impreilions of homage and refpeCt had 
h;s former behaviourfl:ill left upon them; which offer, he mentions \yith the greateft 
modefl:y and indifference, in the difpatch he fent foon after this to England. 

On the 4th of December they left this river, and on the 5th came to the Trianrrle 
Ii1an.h, \':)'LT:~ R"leigh's f11ip ran on fhore, and was with difficulty got off. Here they 
held a council to confider what they fhould do next, and as Sir Walter was extremely 
ill, ar:d it "~;s found impofIible to carry the larger {hips any higher, it was refolved 
that the j~ ve [malleI' veiTels, with as many companies of foot, of fifty men each, lhould 
~nter the river. According to this determination the fleet was divided; that is to 
by, Captain '.Yhil:1ey, in the Encounter; "\Voolallon, in the Confidence; King, in the 
Selppl)'; Smith, i.1 a prick; and Hall, in a carayel. The companies had for their 
12aders Capt::-.in Charles Pai"l<.er and Captain North (brothers to the Lord Mounteagle 
al?d tbe Lord North 1, young Raleigh, Captain Thornhurft of Kent, Captain Pen. 
m~::;tcll'S Lil'utem.nt, who feems to be another Hall, and Captain Chidley's lieutenant, 
Pn ie.l1~. Sir IVarham St. Legar, Raleigh's lieutenant, who had the charge of thefe 
comp:mlcs, fdl ficl~ at Caliana, fo it was conferred on G:'Jr'Te RaLi.~h, Sir '"Nalter's 
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~1~'Cf' k\> w ,0 ad ferved with great commendation in the Lo,'i Coul1tri:,s; and Captain 
!~CYOlllh had the chief charge for their landing within the river: but Keymilh having 
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laid down the plan of his intended attempt upon the mine, and undertaking to difcover 
it with fix or eight perfons in Sir John Ferne's fhallop; Raleigh, upon confideration, 
di£liked that method of procedure, determined to alter it, and therefore gave him his 
infl:ruCtions to go to the mine, bring him a fample, and avoid fighting the Spaniards if 
poffible. 

With thefe infl:ruCtions thofe five fhips fet forward, parting from Raleigh and the 
refl: of the fleet at the i£lands aforefaid, with a month's provifion, on the loth of Decem. 
ber. But when they found a new Spanifh town, called St. Thomas, confifEng of about 
one hundred and forty houfes, though nightly built, with a chapel, a convent of Fran. 
cifcans, and a garrifon, ereCted on the main channel of Oronoco, about twenty miles 
diflant from the place; where Antonio Berreo, the governor, taken by Raleigh in his 
firft difcovery and conquefl: here, endeavoured to plant; Keymifh and the refl:, thought 
themfelves obliged, through fear of leaving the enemy between them and the boats, to 
deviate from their infl:ruCtions, which enjoined them firft to take a fmall party to make 
trial of the mine, under a fhelter of their own camp, and then to deal wilh the town as 
it fhould give caufe; fo they concluded to land in one body and encamp between the 
mine and the town, whereby they themfelves were nothing ftronger, their boats were 
as much expofed, and the mine left untried, contrary to Raleigh's order. 

For about three weeks after their departure, landing by night nearer the town, it 
feems, than they fufpeCted, and meaning to reft themfelves by the river-fide till the 
morning, they were, in the night time, fet upon by the Spanifh troops, apprized of 
their coming. This charge was fa unexpeCted, and {huck the common foldiers with 
fuch amazement, that had not the captains and fome other valiant gentlemen made a 
head, and animated the refl:, they had all been cut to pieces: But the refl:, by their 
example, foon rallying, made fuch a vigorous defence againfl: the Spaniards, that they 
drove them to a retreat; till, in the warmth of their purfuit, the Englifh found them. 
{elves at the Spanifh town before they knew where they were. Here the battle was 
renewed, being aifaulted by the governor himfelf, Don Diego Palameca, and four or 
five captains at the head of their companies; againfl whom Captain Walter Raleigh, 
a brave and fprightly young man, now twenty-three years of age, not waiting for the 
mufketeers, rufhed foremoft at the head of a company of pikes, and, having killed one 
of the Spanifh captains, was mortally wounded by another; but preffing {lill on with 
his fword upon Erinetta, probably the captain who had fhot him, this Spaniard, with 
the butt end of his mufket, felled him down [0 the ground; and after thefe words, 
" Lord have mercy upon me, and profper your enterprize," young Raleigh fpoke no 
more: Hereupon John Pleffington, his ferjeant, thruft the Spanifh captain through 
with his halbert. Two commanders more of the Spaniards were £lain, one by John of 
Morocco, another of young Raleigh's company; and laftly the governor himfelf alfo 
loft his life in the engagement, which happened, as Cambden informs us, upon the 
zd df January. 

The leaders being all thus difpatched, and many of their foldiers, the reft difperfed ; 
fome took fhelter about the market place, from whence they killed and wounded the 
Englifh at pleafure, fo as they faw no way left to be fafe but by burning the town down 
about their ears, and driving them into the woods and mountains, whence they ftill 
kept the Englifh waking in perpetual alarms; others were more careful to defend their 
paifages to their mines, of which they had three or four not far diftant, than they had 
be~n to defend the town. Captain Keymifh found the paifages, leading to the mine he 
had in his eye, very difficult, and the rivers fo low, that he could not approach the 
banks, in mofl: places near the mine, by a mile; and where he found an afcent, a volley 
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of mufketscame from the woods, and at one time flew two of the rowers, hurt fix 
others, and wounded Captai~ Thornhurft in the h~ad .. Keymifh feei~g fa much hazard 
in attempting to find the mme, the pafTage to It bemg full of thIck and unpaffable 
woods; and thinkinl4 the Englifh, who were left at. St. Thomas's, wo~ld not. be able 
to defend it, efpecially if the enemy fhould be recrUlted, the country bemE! all m ala~m. 
he gave over the enterprize and returned. Befides the difficulty of ~ndmg the ~llne, 
he pretended, that if he had found it, he had not a :nan to. work It; and, bemg. a 
great way up in the land, men would have been got thIther. WIth E!reat d~nger and dIf
ficulty' but this fhould have been thoucrht of before, and J.t was III advifed to take fo 
much ~ains, and run fa much hazard, t~ get and pofTefs that, which when they had it 
they could not make ufe of; fa that which Keymifh pfeaded, when he returned, for an 
excufe, refleCted upon him as a great mifcarriage. 

Sir \Valter very much blamed him for it, and, among other things, told him if he 
had but brought one hundred weigLt of the are, though with the lofs of one hundred 
men, it would have given the king fatisfaCtion, and preferved his reputation; and 
befides, would have given the nation encouragement to have returned the next year
with a greater force, and have held the country for his majefty, to whom it belonged. 
As foon as they returned to St. Thomas's, the Englifh pillaged the town, carried away. 
the beft and moft portable things, and the enemy not daring to appear for the redemp
tion of it, they fet it on fire, leaving behind them an infinite mafs of treafure, which,. 
either for \vant of knowledge or power, they could not attain. Sir Walter, upon the 
news of his fan's death, and Keymiili's return, finding himfelf difappointed thereby of 
his hopes, was perplexed to the very foul, and threatened Keymifh with the king's 
indignation, telling him he had undone him, and wounded his credit with his majefty 
paft recovery. This had fuch an effeCt UP9n him, that it threw him into defpair, and 
a few days after he made away with himfelf. Some fay he retired immediately into. 
his cabin and fl10t himfelf, with a piflol, into the body; but that being too flow for h:8: 
fury, defperately thruft a large knife into the fame wound up to the haft. 

Thefe accounts may be faid both to be true, for, after Sir Walter's firft reproof, he 
went away difcontented, and continued fa feveral days. He came then a fee and time 
with his excufes, and iliewed him a letter which he had written to the Earl of Arundel, 
in his own juftification, praying Sir \Valter to allow of his reafons, which he refufing,. 
and telling him he would not favour or colour his folly; upon that he retired into his 
cabin, and immediately committed the faa. The defign being thus defeated, the iliips 
leaky, viuuals failing, and, above all, haying miffed thofe golden iliowers they gaped 
after, fame of the men began to mutiny againft their general, while others were for 
him; fame would have him go home, others ftay; the major part forced him not to 
go home, but with their confent, and yet his iliips flipped away one after another, till 
from ten they were reduced to four, and thofe on board would do juft what they lift; 
fome \vould go to Italy, fame for France, and fame few for England. \Vhen they 
Olrrived at Kinfalein Ireland, Sir'Valter, it is pr.etended, would have perfuaded them 
to 40 wit? hi:n to France; but inftead of liftening to this propofal they carried him, 
agamft hIS wIll, to Plymouth, where he \"vas arrefted by Sir Lewis Stukely his kinfman 
by the king's order, and com-eyed to the tower of London. ' 

All the world knows W'~lt followed afterwards, when, under colour of his former 
judgment, Sir \Valler was put to death on the 2. 9th of Oaober 1618· an action fo 
black and b:u2, fo mean, fa unworthy of a government, and fa utterly in;xcufable, that 
one really. \\'ants words to expr~L the foulnefs of the aCtion; but with regard to the 
caufe of bs death, or rather WIth [efpect to the manner of it, I differ fomewhat in my 
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judgment from mo£l: of thofe who have written about it; and therefore I {hali take the 
liberty of explaining myfelf upon it, in as few words as I can. It is very certain that 
King James was very well fatisfieJ that the firft judgment againft Sir Walter Raleigh, at 
Winchefter, was very ill founded; and of this Raleigh himfelf was fo fenfible that he 
negleCted obtaining a pardon before he left England, which he might have obtained for 
7001. When he came back it was refolved to facrifice him to the Spaniili match, to 
the fears of King James, and the jealoufles of his minifters; and in order to this, with
out d'Oubt, it was intended a new profecution iliould commence; and in that cafe there 
is the greateft reafon in the world to believe no jury would have found him guilty; but 
Sir Walter Raleigh, from an eagernefs to defend himfelf, wrote an apology, in which 
he moft clearly proved that Guiana belonged to the crown of England; that his going 
thither was no breach of treaty; that the Spaniards in America always behaved towards 
the Engliili as enemies, and confequently ought not to be confidered as allies; that his 
whole defign was betrayed to them from the beginning, which occafioned their fending 
forces into thofe parts, and all the' blood-fhed that afterwards happened; that even in 
refpeCt to this the Spaniards were aggreilors; and that, throughout the whole expe
dition, he had done nothing but what he was warranted to do by his commiffion. This 
it was that drove the minifl::ry from their firft purpofe, and forced them upon that mea
[ure, which they afterwards took, of calling him down to his former judgment, con
trary to law, rearon, juftice, and tile king's own fenfe of the thing, as he afterwards 
reftified under his hand. 

But, however, though by this barbarous meafure our great difcoycrer lofl: his head, 
yet the title of the crown of England to his difcovery remained abfolutely unimpeached, 
as appears clearly by King James's granting a new commiffion to Captain Roger North 
for fettling in Guiana a year after Raleigh's death; which, however, he afterwards 
recalled by a proclamation, and fent the Lord North, who was at the expence of that 
expedition, to the fleet, for making too much difpatch in it. Such a fluCtuation of 
councils there mufl: always be, where a foreign intereft is regarded, as the cafe was 
then, when the politics of Britain were diCtated by Spain. Yet even this did not put 
an end to all thoughts of maintaining the rights of the crown of England to this valu
able country, where the people fl:in remembered and enquired after Sir 'Walter \yhen he 
had been many years in his grave. 

The accounts we have, however, of thefe expeditions, are fo imperfeCt, that we 
can fay very little with certainty till after the Reftoration; when the Lord 'Willoughby, 
who was governor of Barbadoes, obtained a grant from King Charles II. of this coun
try, and aCtually made a confiderable fettlement on the river of Surinam, where they 
might b~lve con,inued much longer than they did if it had not been for their own indif
cretion: for when the firft Dutch 'ovar broke out, in which the French took part with 
the Republic againft us, both thefe nations would have confented to a neutr~lity in thole 
pans; but our people were bent upon a war which turned to their ruin: tor the coafl: 
of Guiana, from Cape Orange to near the river Oronoco, was, about the year 1666, 
poiTciTed by three European nations: the Dutch were about the river Aproasue; the 
French had the ifland of Cayenne, and the riYcrs of Ovia, Corrou, and Smamary; 
tbis !ail: is about twcnty-fiye leagues north-weft from Cayenne, and, fifty-three eaft froI? 
Surinam; and the Englifh had a fmall colony and redoubt on the flyer Maronny;. theIr 
chief fettlenwnt being then at Surinam river, which is fo good and deep that fillps of 
three hundred tons run twenty leagues up it. The Zealanders were poiTeiTe~ of the 
river Berbiche, and had repulf('d the EngliDl, who attacked them there; WIth con
f[derable lofs. 

I' P 2 The 

.. 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 

The fame year, 1666, the States of Zealand being provoked at t?e Engl~fh having 
invaded and taken from them all the lands they had been poffeffed of III Amenca except 
the river Berbiche, fent thither Commodore Creiffen, with four men of war and three 
hundred men to attack Surinam. He failed from Zealand at the latter end of January; 
arrived at Cayenne in March; went thence for Surinam; failed up the r~ver un~er 
Enalifh colours, and came to the fort of Paramorbo, three leagues up the flver, WIth. 
outbbeing taken for an enemy; but being difcovered there for want of fignals, the fort 
began to fire on his fhips, which he anfwered with broad fides fro~ all the veffels, ~nd 
immediately landed his forces. The Englifh, who had lived long m profound fecunty, 
found themfelves too weak, and the fort in no pofiure of defence 011 the land-fide, and 
their habitations being difperfed along the river for thirty leagues up, the fort could not 
be fuccoured but by water, where the Zealanders were mafiers: upon which confider. 
ation they furrendered it, capitulating for the inhabitants of the river of Surinam and thofe 
of Kamomioque; fiipulating that all thofe who fhould take the oath of fidelity to the States 
of Zealand fhould enjoy their efiates peaceably; the habitations of fuch as abfented 
themfelvf's, and thofe belonging to the Lord Willoughby, fhould be forfeited to the 
faid States; all foreigners who had no efiates there fhould remain prifoners of war; 
and all the Englifh to be obliged to deliver up their arms. When the capitulation was 
executed, Creiffen put aboard a fly-boat he had taken in the river, the mofi valuable 
part of the booty he found in the places that were confifcated, and the prifoners aboard 
a man of war; and after caufing the fort to be repaired and put into a pofiure of defence, 
and leaving it in the hands of Sieur de Rome with one hundred and fifty men, he failed 
for the iflands. 

Afterwards, when the peace was made at Breda, it was agreed that the Dutch fhould 
keep Surinam, and that in return we fhould keep New York, which was then called 
the New Netherlands. Thus we have traced this point fairly, from beginning to 
ending; from the firfi fettlement, nay from the very firfi thoughts of a fettlement, to 
the giving up of all the fettlements we then had, and which might be fiyled the legacy 
of Raleigh to this nation, into the hands of the Dutch. It may not be amifs, however, 
before I quit the fubjeB:, to obferve that the Dutch have fucceeded very happily in a 
plantation that was not very beneficial to us; and that if ever we fhould be inclined to 
try our fortunes again upon this coafi, for without quefiion our ceffion of Surinam does 
~ot preclude us from vifiting the refi of Guiana; if this, I fay, fhould ever be attempted, 
It mufi be either by the South Sea Company or under their licence, fince all this great 
country, as well as many other valuable places, lie within their charter, which covers 
them from all the refi of this nation, and leaves them open only to all the world 
befides. 

15. We are now to pafs to the mother-colony of that which we mentioned lafi, the 
famous ifland of Barbadoes, which may be jufily efieemed the fairefi, befi peopled, 
and befi cultivated fpot of ground, not in America only, but in the whole known 
world: when or by whom it was firfi difcovered is a point not eafily fettled and in 

- d ' , my JU gm~nt cannot be determined at all farther than by conjeB:ure. The Portuguefe 
were certamly the firfi difcoverers of Brazil, and it is not very probable that they fhould 
make many voyages thither, or at leafi fhould eftablifh a regular commerce with that 
country WIthout falling in with this Wand, which lies fo much in the way. It is the 
more probable that they were the firft di[~overers, from the name by which this country 
has b~en al:vays. known; Barbadoes havmg apparently a Portuguefe termination, but 
~vhat :t figmfies IS very doubtful. Some fay the ifland was fo called from its barbarous 
mhabltants; to prove which they fhould have fuewn us that it was inhabited at all, 
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which in thofe times undoubtedly it was not; but, however, it is not impoffible that 
the thing might be fa, fince the Caribbees cerrainly vifited that iiland from St. Vincent, 
which is within fight, and the Porrugucfe might poffibly land when they were upon it, 
and fright them off this iiland, whence they might from thefe people give it the name 
of Barbadoes, which it has ftill retained, and is fo called, without any variation, at 
leaft that I know of, in all the languages of Europe. 

The firft Englilhmen that landed here, it is faid, were fome of Sir 'William Curteen's 
feamen, that were cruizing in thefe feas in the latter end of the reign of King James 1. 
who reporting, at their return to England, that the foil was fruitful, fome adventurers 
went thither with intent to plant it; but finding the iiland covered with wood, and 
fcarce any other animals upon it than hogs, it did not anfwer their expeCtations a great 
while. The property of this iiland was afterwards granted by King Charles 1. to James 
Earl of Carliile, in the firft year of his reign; of whom feveral adventurers purchafing 
{hares, tranfported themfelves thither, and firft fell to planting tobacco; which not 
thriving here as' [hey expeCted, they proceeded to try cotton and indigo, which yielded 
them a confiderable profit; but they made little fugar till 1647, when Colonel Modi. 
ford, Colonel Drax, Colonel Walrond, and feveral other cavaliers, finding there was 
no living with any fatisfaCtion in England under the Ufurper, conYerted their efl:ates into 
money, and tranfported themfelves to Barbadoes with fuch machines and implements 
as were proper to carryon fugar-works there. Colonel Drax, it is faid, in a few years 
acquired an efl:ate of feven or eight thoufand pounds per annum, and married the Earl 
of Carliile's daughter, then proprietor of the iiland; and the adventurers fixing their 
principal feltlement on the great bay in the fouth-weft part of the iiland, gave it the 
name of Carlifle bay, in honour of their proprietor, which it fl:ill retains. 

The ifland was afterwards divided into four circuits and eleven parifhes, each parilh 
being allowed to fend two reprefentatives to the General Aifembly, and every pariili 
had its church and an incumbent, with a handfome maintenance ailigned him. In the 
year 1650 the white inhabitants of the ifland are faid to have increafed to between thirty 
and forty thoufand, befides negroes, who were much more numerous, and frequently 
plotted the defl:ruCtion of their mafl:ers; but their plots were confl:antly difcovered, and 
the moft terrible punifhments infliCted on the ring-leaders; which did but increafe the 
difaffeCtion of the refl:, and laid the foundation of freili confpiracies. But notwith. 
ftanding the repeated plots of their flaves, never any plantation of fa fmall an extent, 
arrived to that riches and grandeur as Barbadoes did, in the fpace of twenty or thirty 
years. The Rump apprehended this ifland of fuch confequence during their tifurpation 
that they fent a fl:rong fquadran of men of war thither, anno 165 I, under the com· 
mand of Sir George Afcue, who compelled the Lord \Villoughby, (appointed governor 
by King Charles II.) to fur render the ifland upon condition the rayalilts iliould remain 
in the poileilion of their efl:ates and liberties, and Mr. Searl was appointed governor by 
them. 

The Dutch war fucceeding foon after, the colony was prohibited trading with the 
Hollanders, with whom they had principally trafficked hitherto; for the Dutch it feems 
confl:antly furnifhed the ifland with negroes till this time, and taught the Barbadians to 
plant, and manage their fugal'S to the befl: advantage, taking mafl: of it off of their 
hands, with which they fuppiied themfelves and the refl: of Europe; but after the 
Ufurpers's quarrel with the Dutch, the Barbadians were compelled, by an ordinance 
of parliament, to bring all their fugars direCtly to England, which was imitated by the 
Minifl:ry after the refl:oration of King Charles II. and was the foundation of the ac.t of 
navigation, whIch requires all the BritiIh colonies to bring their fugars and tobacco 
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direaly to England, :md forbids their trading with foreigners in thefe, and fome other, 
fiiled enumerated articles. 

16. J n the year 166 I King Charles!I. purchafed. the property of t~is ifland of the 
Lord Kinowl, heir to the Earl of CarlIfle, and appomted the Lord WIlloughby of Par
ham governor' ever fince which, Barbadoes has been a regular government; and the 
colony granted a duty of fou~' an.d.a half per cent. for th~ fup.port of the civil.govern
ment of that ifland, and mamtammg the forces and fortIficatIons thereof; w?lch duty 
(according to my information) amou~ts .to ten t~oufan? ~oun.ds a year; .but mftead of 
being applied to ~he purpofes for whIch It was gIVen, It IS dIFpofed of. m p~nfions. to 
courtiers, to the Irreparable damage of that colony; no other If land h~vmg l~Id fo hIgh 
a duty on their fugars. In the year 1664 De Ruyter, the Dutch admIral, WIth a great 
fleet of men of war, treacheroufly attempted to furprife the Wand of Barbadoes, though 
EnO"land \NaS then in full peace with Holland; but he was bravely beat off by the Bar-

b • 
badians, and obliged to abandon that enterprIze. 

In the year 1674 Sir Jonathan Atkins, being made governor, had orders to feize all 
the fhips trading in Africa for negroes, that trade being granted to the Royal African 
Company about that time, exclufive of all others. And feveral {hips belonging to the 
merchants of Barbadoes, bringing over negroes afterward, were condemned and for
feited, being denominated interlopers; which that colony complained of as a great 
grievance, the African Company fetting what price they pleafed upon their negroes; 
but this was not redreffed till after the revolution, when that trade was laid open to all 
the fubjeCts of England, paying ten per cent. towards the charge of their forts. The 
Barbadians alfo fuffered great loffes by a terrible hurricane which happened there on the 
loth of Augufl: 167+, when three hundred houfes were blown down, two hundred 
per[ons killed, moft of their fugar-works and plantations fpoiled; and all their wind
mills for grinding of canes were blown down, except thofe that were built of ftone; 
eight {hips alfo fufFered {h:pwreck in the harbour; infomuch that the Barbadians were 
difabled from making much fugar the two fucceeding years. Another calamity, with 
which the Barbadians were afflicted, was an epidemical diftemper that feveral years 
raged in the ifland, differing very little from the plague. This began about the year 
169 I, anQ occafioned a great decreafe amongft the white inhabitants, which they have 
not recovered from that day to this. It feems the Miniftry of England, fending a fqua
dron of men of war to Barbadoes, with a body of land forces on board, to protect the 
trade of the Caribbee iflands, which had fuffered very much by the depredations of the 
French priyateers; the Barbadians, on their arrival, concerted an enterprize with the 
commanders againft the French iflands of Guadaloupe, Martinico, St. Chriftopher's, 
&c. and joining the king's forces with fome of their own, formed a boJy of four or five 
thoufand men, with which they made a dcfcent on Guadaloupe and St. Chriftopher's, 
dnel ruined many French fettlements, but did not make a conqueft of them, as was 
expected; and what was ftill more unfortunate, the difiemper above-mentioned broke 
out in the army, which the foldiers brought back to Barbadoes, and almofl: depopulated 
that ifland of white men. The king's £hips alfo loft fo many of their men that there 
were not hands enough to carry them home. 

If we {hould purfue this hiftory lower, it would not contribute very much to the 
information, entertainment, or fatisfaCtion of th~ reader, becaufe it would involve us 
in long and perplexed relations of the difputes between the inhabit:mts of this colony 
and their governors, appeals from both parties to the gOYernment at home, and other 
fuch-like tedious and difagreeable fubjeCts. 'i'l e will th(~l·etore content ourfel\"es with 
.obferving, that till fame "ery different method is taken trr)i!1 that which has been hitherto 
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in ufe for appointing governors in this and other colonies, fo that men are now fent 
over with a view to repair their own fortunes, inftead of enquiring into, and redreffing, 
thofe grievances that affect the properties of the perfons they are fent to govern, we 
can never hope to fee the plantations Bouri{h, or this country reap thofe advantages 
from them which otherwife !he might. '\That is the nature of thofe advantages, and 
what their degree in refpet!: to this noble iiland, juftly efteemed the moft valuable 
plantation for its fize, that ever this nation poifeffed, !hall be our next bufinefs to 
explain, by entering into a particular defcription of this Wand and its produt!:. 

17. The Hland of Barbadoes is fituated in the Atlantic Ocean, in J 3 degrees north 
latitude, and 59 degrees of weftern longitude, being of a triangular form; about 
twenty-five miles in length from fouth to north, and fifteen in breadth from eaft to 
weft, where broad eft ; it is a plain level country for the moft part, with fome fmall 
hills of an eafy afcent, and fcarce any wood upon it at prefent; it was covered with 
woods, indeed, when the Engli!h firft fent colonies there, but they are all cut down to 
make room for plantations of fugar canes which take up almoft the whole iiland at 
prefent, nothing eIfe being cultivated in any great quantities. Their very corn, Belli, 
and fi!h, being imported for the moft part from the northern colonies: there is fcarce 
an harbour in the iiland, the beft is that of Bridge Town in Carliile-bay, on the fouth
weft part of the iiland, and this lies open to the weftwarcl; however it is fecure from 
the north-eaft, which is the conftant trade wind here, and blows from morning to 
evening, except their tornades and hurricanes, which happen ufually about Midfummer, 
and in July and Auguft, and blow from every quarter. The {hips in the bay, at {uch 
times, are in the utmoft danger of being wrecked on !hare, if they cannot get out to 
rea, and therefore feldom attempt to ride out thofe ftorms. 

The coaft is defended on the eaft by rocks and {hoals, from the invafion of an 
enemy; and on the wefl:, where it is mofl: expofed to a defcent, breafl:-works and re
doubts are eret!:ed for its fecurity, but the repair of them is too much neglet!:ed. There 
is fcarce a fl:ream in the iiland that deferves the name of a river; however, we find two 
OIl the e~ll-fide, to which they have given the names of ScoLland river, and Jofeph's 
river; they have good water in their wells almoll all over the iiland, and do not dig 
very deep for it; they have alfo large ponds and refervoirs, where they preferve 
rainwater. They have generally fine ferene weather; their rains fall as in other parts 
of the torrid zone, chiefly when the fun is yertical; and after the raim are the proper 
feafons for planting; their heats are not fo exceffive as in the fame latitude on the 
mntinent, being conftantly refrefhed by the fea breezes in the day-time, which in
creafes as the fun advances, and abates as the fun declines. And they have this 
further fatisfaCtion, that their days feldom exceed twelve hours; but there being no 
mountains on the iiland, there are no land-winds in the night as in Jamaica. 

The only town of any confequence in the iil"nd, is that of Bridge Town or 
St. Michael's, fituate in Carliile-bay : it was formerly encompafred with a morafs which 
rendered it unhealthy, but this has been drained in a great meafure; however, the low 
fitl!Jtion m~lkes the town fl:ill fubjett to inundations: it is faid to contain a thoufand or 
twelve hundred hou[es tolerably well built of brick or fl:one. They have commodious 
wharfs and keys for loading and unloadihg of goods, and three forts or cafl:les of 
defence, which, if kept in repair, w0uld render tflem no eafy conquefl:. The chief 
produce and manufatture of the ii1and, as has been mtimated already, is fugar; of the 
molaifes or drofs whereof they make great quantities of rum. They have alfo fome 
cotton, indigo, ginger, and pimento, and formerly tobacco was planted here in good 
quantities, but very little at prefent ; ford1: trees they have fcarce any left: their fruits 
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are oran?;es, limes, citrons, pomegranates, pine-apples, guavas, plaintains, cocoa-nuts, 
indian-figs, prickle-pears, melons, and almoft all manner of roots and garden {tuff, but 
very few flowers. " 

Their horfes they import from New England, &c. and have a flIght breed of theIr 
own: they have alfo fame affes, cows, and fheep, but the laft do not thr~ve here.. They 
have a good number of hORs, the flefh whereof is the beft meat that IS eaten m thofe 
hot climates. Here are alfo good fea fifh and poultry, but no frefh-water fifh; 
and, in general, all manner of provifion is v~ry dear: There is. no dining at an 
ordinary under a crown a-head; frefh meat IS a ranty, and <:hlefly the food of 
people of condition; the reft are glad of fait-beef: pork, and fifh, I~p?rted from the 
northern colonies; from whence alfo comes th~lr wheat, flower, mdlan-corn, peafe, 
beans, &c. They make bread alfo of the caffavi root, and the negroes feed on yams, 
potatoes, and other roots and fruits. The liquor drank by the gentry here, is chiefly 
Madeira wine, or wine and water, and great quantities of punch are drank by the vulgar. 
They have alfo ftrong beer imported from Old and New En_gland, and liquors made of 
their maize and fruits as in Jamaica. The government here alfo refembles that of 
Jamaica, and the reft of our American ifIands, having the governor and council 
app'Jinted bv the crown, which, with the houfe of reprefentatives, are vefted with a 
legifIative power, and make laws for the government of the ifland. 

The number of white people are faid to have been once forty thoufand and 
upwards, and are computed to be near thirty thoufand at prefent. The negroes, 
mulattoes, and meftive fIaves, about an hundred thoufand. Their militia confifrs of 
fifteen hundred horfe, and three thoufand foot, or thereabouts. 

After this general reprefentation of the prefent ftate of the ifIand, it is requifite that 
we {bould proceed to a more clofe enquiry into the ftaple commodity of this ifIand. 
We are to obferve, that before the year 1626, the Portugueze fupplied all Europe with 
fugar from their colonies in Brazil, to their immenfe profit; but the firft fetders 
finding the foil to be fertile, and the producing of fugar advantageous, they encouraged 
more people to come over and plant the fame commodity. This inducing the 
merchants at home to fend over fhips with provifions and other neceffaries for thofe 
new planters, which their agents and faCtors exchanged with them for the produce of 
the country, and from thence a reciprocal trade and correfpondence was eftablifhed 
between Great Britain and this ifIand. 

The growing fuccefs of this new fugar colony promoted the fettlement of the others; 
and as the fugar plantations encreafed, more hands were required to carryon the works, 
than could, at that time, be fpared from home. This gave birth to the Guinea trade, 
for fupplying thofe colonies with negro fIaves; and as the planters flourifhed and en
creafed, fa did their demands for all forts of Britifh manufaCtures, and fuch neceffaries 
of life as they could not produce in thofe climates, which opened another fcene of trade 
to the Britifh merchants, to furnifh thefe new colonies with wine from Madeira. Thefe 
branches of trade were of the utmoft advantage to Great Britain, forafmuch as they 
took no money out of the kingdom, but yearly brought in large fums for Britifh 
manufaCtures carried out. The trade to this ifIand was commonly open and free; for 
we find, that before the civil war in England, the Dutch fhips came hither to purchafe 
fugars, as well as the Englifh. This freedom in trade made the country flourifh, and 
made money plenty among the inhabitants. But fince the reftoration, feveral aCts 
of parliament have been made to confine the trade of the fugar colonies to Great 
Britain, and Britifh fhips only; which reftraints foon made London the chiefeft mart in 
Europe for fugar; and as there was yearly more imported than was neceffary for 
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home confumption, the merchants e~~ported the furplus to foreign markets, and by 
unJerfelling the Portugueze, they in ti:ne beat them almoft out of all their fu:;ar 
trade to the northward of Cape Finifterre. 

This trade of re-exporting fugars wz:.s carried on for many years with great fuccefs. 
Mr. Jofhua Gee fays that by this trade only flIch an increafe of treafure and wealth \YCcS 

brought intn this l(ingdnm, as yr'Zlrly added three or four hundred thoufand pounds 
to the ilock of tIte nation, which in thirty years time amounted to upwards of tell 

millions fterling. And a late author computes the clear profits, accruing to Gr",at 
~ritain from the fugar trade, and thofe other branches which chiefly depend UPC'il thofe 
lflands, to an~ount to more than one million a year. He tells us farc~1cr, that it appe;Es 
by the cuilom-houfe in London, that the value I)f the C}~p0rts from Great Britain to the 
fugal' colonies were ;1 few years ago upwards or five hundred thoufand pounds fl:erlillg 
every year; and their importation:'> from thofe j{1ands more than twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds per annum. In thefe computations the author has taken no notice 
of the vail quantities of Britifl) manll~.ldures yearly exported to 'Guinea and lVladeira ; 
but if they were to be added to the exportations of the fugar colonies, where' the greateft 
part of their produce is taken off with an ad\'antage to the Britiih m.::rchant, it 
would greatly augment the fum, and confequently en!:lrge the profits which our 
mother country receives from the fugar colonies, cind the feverJ.I branches of trade 
depending on them. I ihall not take upon me to determine whether this gentleman's 
calculalions are exaCt or not; but it is evident beyond diJ}Jute, that while the fugal' 
trade flourifhed~ both planters and nWI'chants grew immenfc!y rich, d,ld the trade dnd 
navigation of Great Britain was carried on to a much greatt'f height than it ever was 
before. And this great fource of wealth and treafure to their mother u.uLtry, arofe 
from fo fmall a beginning as a few families reeking flleltcr in a del;)late iihnd. 

This ihews what may be done by induftry and trade riShtly applied. Now if the 
trade and navigation of Great Britain have rcccin:cl fnch an addition from the fugal' 
colonies, as adJed greatly to the riches and il:rength of the kingdom; and if BarrJac10es 
has the honour to iland foremofl: in the fugar trade (as the firft founder of it) how 
well has {he deferved of her mother country. ,Vhen the fugar trade ''''<is at the height 
which we dJcribed above, the flourilhing ll::ate of Great Britam alarmed her neighbours, 
and put them upon ways to circumvent her in trade, as the only means to put a ilop 
to the growing Hrength of the kinguom, which they feared might become too formidable, 
from the great increafe of feamen and fl1ipping employed in the vVeft India and Guinea 
trades, borh flourilhing at the fame time. Upon a parliamentary enquiry into the ftate 
I)f trade to Africa, in the year 1728, it appeared to the Houfe, that in three years 
time only, the number of negroes imported at Barbadoes, Jamaica, and Antigu:J., 
amounted to forty-two thoufand, befides what were carried to St. Chriftopher's, Nevis, 
and M ontfcrrat. 

But we are now to enquire into the caufes of the general declenfion of this tradeo 
And here I beg leave further to obferve, that the French fpared no coft or labour to 
rival Great Britain, they well l~no\\'ing, if that funk, her Guinea and Madeira trade 
muft fall with it; for which purpofe they embraced every opportunity to enlarge and 
improve their fugal' plantations; and, if I am not mifinformed, where the plankr W~1S 
not able to complete his works himfelf, proper utenfils were fent over from France at 
the public charge, and the crown trufled them for feveral years without intereft; what 
fuch an affiflance y.ill enable men to do, we may gather from the flourifhing ftate of 
the linen manufaCture in Ireland, fince the public allowed them a fund to fupport it. 
Having by thefe means eftabliihcd their fugar colonies., t11~ next thing they had in view 
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was to beat the Britifh merchants out of the foreign markets for fugal') . and, therefore 
deftroy their trade for exportati?n; and this the~ have effe8:ed, ?y glvmg hberty. for 
their ihips to carry their fugal's dIreaIy to the foreIgn markets, whIle ours were obhged 
to import all into Great Britain, which enables them to fell fo ~uch cheaper than onT 
merchants can carry it from London, as has almofi put an entIre fiop to th~t. valuable 
branch of trade [0 their mother country; and the utter ruin of the Bnttfh fugar 
colonies mufi neceffarily follow, unlefs they are relieved fame way or other. 

The very firfi declenfion of their exportation trade was attended with ill ron
fequences to the fugal' colonies. It lowered the price of fugar fa ml~C? at ~ome, as 
difcouraged the merchants from fending to purchafe fugal's here. 1 his oblIged the 
fugar planters to turn merchant adventurers in a declining trade, and to ihip their 
fugars upon their own account and rifque; this put a fiop to the currency of calli, 
which was before brought over yearly to purchafe fugars, and laid the whole burden 
of freight, duty, and commiilion, upon the plantation, that were formerly paid by the 
Briti:lh merchants. And fuppole but fifteen thoufand hogiheads of fugar to be !hIpped 
in a year from this iDand, on gentlemens own accounts, thefe three articles will amount 
to upwards of fixty thoufand pounds fierling. Another great ~vil that has likewife 
followed from the fame caufe is, combinations among the buyers, by which the price of 
fugars is funk fa low as greatly to prejudice the planters, and yet turning to the 
benefit only of a few private perfons, who are the firfl buyers, and not at all to that of 
the confumers in general, by which that ifiand is hurt, and this receives-no benefit, or 
very little. 

Thefe are the particulars which we have colle8:ed from books; but we will now add 
fome few r~marks, from the informations we have received, which will ferve to giye 
light to the prefent fiate and importance of this iDand; and thefe wiI! come chiefly 
under the three followiJ.?g heads. In the nrft place, we :f1aall {hew that this colony 
throve the fafiefi, became the beft peopled, and by far the mofi wealthy in America. 
We f11all next ihew the advantages formerly derived from thence to the Britifh nation, 
dearly, and in a very few words. And lafi:ly, we fhall take notice of the prefent con
dition of tbis ifland, and of the infinite confequence thereof to this government of 
Great Britain. In the firft place then, it is to be confidered that the iiland of Barbadoes 
is generally efieemed to be a very little bigger than the HIe of Wight, and to contain, 
according to a round computation, one hundred thoufand acres. It has been ihewn, 
that about the year 1626 this country was not only unfettled, but aB:ualiy uninhabit
able, as affording nothing for the fupport of life, and over-run with a bru!hy kind of 
ihrub wood, which gave a great deal of trouble to the firfi planters; yet in the fpace 
of fifty years, this plantation came to its greateft height, and by a calculation that was 
made with mucb exatl:nefs, there were in it fifty thoufand white people of all [arts, 
of whom twenty thoufand were able to bear arms, and eighty thoufand nerrroes: nay:.
we are told that in twenty years after the colony was fettled they muftered eleven 
thoufand horfe and foot; which would be altogether incredible it we had not fuch 
proofs of thefe fat1s as put them beyond all doubt or queftion. 

This fufficiently proves, that never any colony of ours, or any other nation, was fo popu
lous as this ilhnd. But to make this ftill clearer to an Englifh reader, we {hall obferve 
that Barbadoes is rather lefs than the county of Rutland, the fmalleft county in 
England; an.d that, according to the highefi computation, the number of people in 
that county m 1676, did not exceed twenty thoufand: but this may be made {till 
clearer, by comparing that whole Wand with this, in point of extent; for if England 
and Wales, taken together, conflfl of near forty m},llions of acres, then if they were as 
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pOVllous as Barbadoes they ought to contain fifty millions of people; wherEas Sir 
William Petty, who was a very able man in computations, and is thought not to have 
ur.dcrvalued this country, but rather the contrary, never reckoned the people higher than 
ei).";ht millioni>; which f11ews what a vafl: difproportion there is between the peopling 
of the two countries. 

But to proceed farther fl:ill; the fame great man a{ferts, that in Holland and 
Zealand, which are looked upon to be the befl: peopled countries in Europe, the;oe are a 
million of fouls inhabiting about as mallY acres; and confequently it appears from 
hence, that'.:":en this wuntry was not fo well pe(~plcd as Barbadoes. Tn point of wealth, 
the comparifon holds full as ftrong ; for in the year 166 I king Charles II. created on 
t he fame day thirteen baronets in Barbadoe3, none of them having Iefs than one 
thoufand, and fome of them ten thoufand pounds a year. At this time their trade 
aaually maintained four hundred fail of Chips; and it wa.~ computed, that the running 
calli of the if1and might he about two hundred thoufand pounes; and their annual 
exportation to Great Britain, ia fugal', indigo, ginger, and other commodities, at leaft 
three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. Thefe are facts that may be depended upon, 
that deferve in every refpect the greatefl confideratioR, and that plainly demonfl:rate at 
once the great v:lIue of this ifland, and the prodigious confequence of our plantations in 
zt::l,-,ral. 

By the gr~ll~ld increafe of the colony upon this illand, it has, [;nce we flrfl: po{fe{fed 
it, contributed beyond conception and belief to the riches of its mother country; and, 
as I know not any fubjed ti1at either can or ought to give an Eng-lilli reader more 
pleafure than the: confideration of what has been obtained by the bleiling of God, upon 
the virtue and induflry of his countrymen; fo, I think, an endeavour tJ {hew what has 
accrued in the whole to Britain, by efl:ablilliing a colony here, will be allo\yed to be 
equally inllrut1ive and pleafant, ufeful and entertaining. 

'Vhat has heen faid before, gives us a fufficient general notion of the importance 
and value of the ifland; what owe now aim at is, to come at a more particular account 
of what it has yielded in the \\hole. 'Vhen this colony was in its mofl: fiourii1Jing 
condition, \\hich we fix to the year 1676, there were four hundred lliips of one 
hundred and fifty tons, one with .mother, employed annually in this trade; and I 
believe it will be thought a very moderate computation, if we reckon that the feamen, 
fl)ip-builders, and other trades that live by theie ve{fels, amounted in the whole to ten 
thot'lfand fouls. The fugars that came from Barbadoes, were either fpent at home or 
fent abroad; and I reck~m, that in the manufatl:uring the fugars, and vending them at 
home and abroad, there might be twenty thoufand people more employed. To thefe 
we mufl: add, fuch as got their bread by the goods and manufatl:ures yearly exported 
from hence to Barbadoes; for almoft all that the people eat, drink, and wear there, 
are the product of England; fo that the computation cannot be thought to rife too 
high, if \\e allow, that in this way twenty thouIand more got their bread; which will 
make about fifty thoufand in the whole: all fupported here by the labour and indufl:ry 
of the whites and negroes in that country. We are next to compute the money 
brought into this nation by the export of the commodities imported from the~ce, which 
was that year allowed to be :Lbove two hundred thoufand pounds, and It was alfo 
agreed, that as much or more had been gained every year, between that time and the 
refroration. 

I iliall fay nothing of the money arifing to the exchequer from the dUties, though 
this might be computed at thirty-five thoufand pounds per annum; but upon thefe 
principles ihall proceed in my computation thus: I will fuppofe, that from the year 
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1636 to 1656, \vhich is twenty year-s, this coJo~y p,roduced but half fo m~ch, anct 
though it may be true, that before the yt'ar .1640 It. dla not produ.ce a quarter 10 much, 
yet, in the remaining part of that penod, It ce~tamly bro.ught In a .gr('at. deal m~re ; 
and therefore we cannot be far from the truth, m computmg that tlllS natIon acqUIred 
two millions in money, by Barbadoes, in that twenty years .. In the next twenty, that 
is?.from 1656 to 1676, when it ,is allowed t?i~ ifhnu ... was in its mon floli:-i:fhing con
ditIOn, there mufl: have been gamed [our mllhons or money; and allowmg for the· 
gradual falling ofF of this trade, by a multitude of unlucky accidents, but more par
ticularly by the fettling the French iugar iflands, we {hall compute the laft feventy 
years, from 1676 to 1736, at the fame rate \YC did the firft twenty years, and the gain 
will then amount to fix millions; fa that in the fpace of one hundred years, the inha
bitants of Great Britain have r·cceiver\ twelve millions in filver, by the means of this 
plantation; and had fifty thoufand of her inhabitants maintained by the people in that 
colony all the time. It is highly poilible, that in fome of thefe articles we may be 
wrong one way, and it is more than probable, that in other articles we may err the 
other way; 'xhich is fo far from making againft the credit of our computation in 
general, that it really makes for it, finee we may very well fuppofe thefe errors balance 
€aeh oth·;, and that the fum total is very near right. 

,\Ve are now come to the laft head, which is, ailigning the comparative excellence of 
t his colony with regard to our own and ot~er plantations in America; and this, at firfl: 
1lght, may appear a thing very difficult, if not impoi1ible to be done; however we may 
come fufficiently near it for our purpofe. It is thought that Barbadoes contains one 
hundred and forty fquare miles, and if fo it is in proportion, as I to 34,771 in refpect to 
the Spanifh plantations; as I to 12,000 in regard to our own; as I to 11,000 in 
reference to the French; as I to 7,000 as to the Portugueze; and as I to 4 as to the 
Dutch. This I fay, as to the extent of territory, is as juft a comparifon as can be 
made; but with regard to the value of thefe colonies, it is very eafy to perceive that 
there is hardly any computation to be made at all, for we may truly affirm that the 
produce of Barbadoes is very near equal tg a t\ventieth part of what Spain receives from 
her Indies annually, in time of peace, and from thence we may eafily judge of the reil:. 

I have infifted the longer upon this topic, becaufe it may enable us to form fome 
notion of what might be made of our plantations, if we attended to them as much as 
they deferve; for though it may be, and perhaps is, impoilible to improve any of them 
in proportion to what has been done in Barbadoes, yet we may well enough difcern, 
from hence, that they might be made incontefcably more profitable to us than they now 
are, or indeed, than the whole trade that we now poffefs; and if, at the fame time we 
reHea on this, we likewife confider that there is nothing fo abfolutely in our power, as 
the improvement of our colonies; it will mofl: certainly appear to be the point, which, 
llf all others imports llS mofl:; and if I have done any thing toward's proving this, 
I {hall account all my labour well befl:owed. 

J8. We are next to fpeak of the i:fland of St. Chrifl:opher, which \vas called 
Liamuega by the favages, and was difcovered by Chrifl:opher Columbus, in the firfE 
voyage he made to America. He gave it the name of St. Chrifl:opher from the fio-ure 
of ~ts mountains,. there b~ing in the upper pal~t of the i:fland a ,;cry high moun~ain, 
whlCh bears on Its fummlt another lefs mountam, as St. Chriitopher is painted like a 
gi~nt, \vith our. S<'.viour on ?is back.. It is fitu2.ted. in ~he latitude of 17 degrees 25 
l1unutes on thE fide the lme, and IS about 75 mIles 111 cil'cuit; the Caribbcans in
hdbited it when Sir Thomas ,,'.rarner, an Englifh adventurer, went thither. Monfieur 
Defnambuel. a FIench gentleman of the allcient houfe of V"uderop, who commanded 
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for the French in America, arrived at St. Chriftopher's the fame day with Sir Thomas 
Warner, and both took po{feffion of the iiland in the names cJf their refpeEtive 
mafters, that they might have a place of fafe retreat~ and a good haven for the receipt 
of fuch fhips of both nations, as fhould be bound for America, it being well provided 
with harbours. The Spaniards ufed to put in there in their \liJ efl: India voyage, to take 
in frefh water; and they were on fo good terms with the Caribbeans, that fometimes 
they left their lick there, of whom the favages took a great de;].} of care. 

The two gentlemen before mentioned, left fome of their men upon the place, Clnd 
returned, Sir Thomas Warner to England, and Monfieur Defnambue to France, for 
recruits. Their mafters approved of'their conduct, and fent them back with fupp1ies 
of men and provifions, and cOlnmiffior.s to be governors of the new fettlements. This 
company continued in France till the year 1661, when they fold St. Chriftopher's, and 
the other iDands, to the knights of Malta; but in the year 1664- the \Vefl: India 
company, by the king's orders, bought out the 1aft proprietors. Sir Thomas vVarner,. 
and Monfieur Defnambue, failed in the year 1626, and the latter arrived there about 
January 1627, having had a long fickly \'oyage. The French were about three 
hundred in number, the Englifh colony as many; Sir Thomas had proceeded a good 
way in his fettlement before Monfieur Defnambue arrived; aad the two governors, to 
prevent differences among the people about the limits of their teritories, figned articles. 
of divifion on the T 3 th of M:\y 1627; they then fet boundaries to their feveral Jivifions, 
with this particular p;"lwifo, that fifhing and hunting ihould be equally free to the in
habitants of both nations; that the faIt-ponds, and mofl valu:.cGle timber, ihould be in 
common, together with the mines and havens; alfo a league ofi~lliive and defenfive was. 
concluded between them, ag'ainlt all their enemies; after \\llich they fet to \york, each. 
in his flation 1-0 advance his fctLlcDlent, and \vent all very harmonioully. 

The Englifh received fupplies of men and provifions from London, by which means 
they throve better than the French, and not only became itrong enoll:':;!! to Leep what 
they had, but· to be able to fpare men for new plantations at Nevis; of which Sir 
Thomas Warner took. poffellion, and left people upon it for a fettlement in the year 
1628. And in that which foIlo\ved, Don Frederick de Toledo was fent with a Heet 
of twenty-four (hips and fifteen frigates, to difpoueJs the Engli{h and FI\'nch of the 
ifland of St. Chrifl:opher's. The Spaniards wef(~ alarmed at the progrefs of the EngIifh 
in the Caribbee iflandc:, and thought it concerned the faft'ty of their own plantations, 
to prevent thofe nations from fettlinl! in the neic:hbourhood. Don Frederick meetin o' 
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fome Englifh lhips lyillf; near the ii1e of Nevis, feized t!1em, and then came and 
anchored in the r;,,:d of Marigot, under the cannon or the Riffe Terre, \yhere 
Monneur RoHey commanded. N either the Frcnch nor the Englifh forts \"er2 in a 
condition to oppofe fuch an enemy; their flores of ammunition fell {hort, and their 
numbers were not a match for the Spanifh army, had they been ever 1'0 \\"lJI provided 
\\ ith po\vdcr and fhot. ROlley, after a fmall oppolition, abandoned the Lne Terre, 
and retreated to Cabes Terre, another fort, where J\Ionfieur Ddiumbue \VctS in perfon, 
who could not pre\'ail \yith his men, either to defend themj(:lvcs there, or to retire 
to the forefts and mountains, where a few men might have refilled a thoufand. II<: 
remonll:rated to them that Don Frederick could not afFord much time, being bound to. 
the Havannah to bring home the Bota. Yet this \\'as to no pmpofe, nothing would 
content them but embarkin:c; and leaving the place, which he was forced to comply 
with, and fo all the French defer ted their fettlement, as did their allies the Engliih ;. 
who wcre in a great confl:ernation, and the diforder encreafed, upon the news of 
of Defnambue's being gone \':ith his colony; fome endeavoured to efcape by rea, others, 
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fled to the mountains, and all who were left fent deputies to treat with the Spani.trds. 
The Don knowing he had them in his power, commanded them. to leave. the ifl~nd 
immediately, or he would put them to the fword; he fent them theIr own £hIps, whIch 
he had taken at Nevis, to embark in, and was perfuaded to give leave to thofe to fiay 
that had not room in the {hips for themfelves and their families, till they cop.ld be 
tranfported; upon which Don Frederick weighed anchor, carried with him fix hundred 
Englifh who were fittefi for his fervice, and he was no fooner gone but the Engli{h 
rallied, and refolved to go on with their fettlement. The French, who were got no 
farther than Antigua and Montferrat, fent a fhip for intelligence to St. Chriftopher's, 
and underfianding [he Spaniards were gone, and the Englifh bufy in rebuilding and 
planting, rejoiced at this happy and unexpeaed turn of fortune, f~liled back to St. 
Chrilcopher's, and retook potTeffion of their former habitations. 

The Englifh continued carrying on their colony till they were in a condition to fpare 
more men for fettlements, at Barbuda, Momferrat, and Antigua, which Sir Thomas 
Warner peopled and planted. And the fame year the Dutch made themfelves 
mafiersof St. Eufiace, and the French took polfeffion of fame other iflands. The 
Englifh built themfelves good houfes at St. Chriftopher's, and had wives and families; 
whereas the French contented themfelves with huts, after the Caribbean manner; few 
of them were married, and confequently took little pains to furnifh th€mfe!ves with all 
things necelfary and convenient for life. Monfieur Dcfnambue died about the year 
1637, and Sir Thomas Warner did not long furvive him. Before the EngliH, 
governor's death the colony was fo increafed, that there were between twelve and 
thirteen thoufand fouls of his own nation in the ifiand. He was fucceeded in his 
government by Colonel Rich, who, by following his predecelfor's fieps in governing the 
colony, invited more people to come and fettle there. T he chief employment of the 
firfi planters was cultivating tobacco, by which they got a competent livelihood; but 
afterwards, the quantity that was made bringing down the price, they fet themfdves 
in feveral places to plant fugar, ginger, indigo, and cotton, and in a little time became a 
rich and flourifhing people, both French and Englifh living cordially together till the laft 
war broke out, when the Englifh drove the French entirely from their fettlements ; 
ang the country being yielded to the Crown of Great Britain by the peace of Utrecht, 
all the French territory was fold for the benefit of the public, which muft have produced 
a very large fum, fince out of it there were eighty thoufand pounds paid, for the 
marriage portion of her royal highnefs the Princefs of Orange. 

There were indeed fame who pretended, that notwithfianding the French part of 
the ifland of St. Chrifiopher's was by far the richeft, we were no gainers by obtaining 
it; but that on the contrary, the French received benefit thereby, becaufe it enabled 
them to people the reft of their iflands more effeCtually; but whoever confiders that 
the fugars of this ifland are the very bell: in all America; that the plantations were in 
perfeCt order; and that the French ventured a war, to prevent our fettling St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent, will fcarce be brought to believe, that they parted with a country 
ready fettled, and more valuable than both thofe iflands, with their good will. The 
treaty of Utrecht was fo indifferent a treaty that, I think, there is no fort of neceffity 
for making it appear worfe than it really was. The fame perfons who firft fettled 
St. Chrifiopher's, likewife fettled Nevis or Mevis, about the year 16::8 ; and notwith. 
:fl:anding the misfortune of being difpoifeifed by the Spaniards in the manner before
~entioned, in twenty~ years .time there. were at leaft four thoufand people upon the 
Ifland, and they contmued mcreafing III the fame manner, by a fucceffion of prudent 
governors, for a confiderable fpace. After the reHoration, when trade and peace 
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flourifhed, this HIe enjoyed its {hare of the benefit, and increafed in inhabitants and 
riches; the only enemy they had to ftruggle with was the hurricane, which generally 
vifited them once a year. 

On the 19th of Auguft 1667 there was a terrible one in this ifland; at which time 
Sir John Berry, captain of the Centurion man of war, was in the harbour with that and 
feveral other {hips, of which one was commanded by Captain Langford, who having 
learned fome of the prognoftics of a tornado from a Caribbean, perceiving them, he 
told Sir John and the reft of the commanders of it, who depending on his intelligence, 
made their {hips ready, and in the morning, about four o'clock, the wind coming very 
hard northerly, they put to fea, and came all back within four or five days time fafe to 
the road again; Captain Langford was afhore, and being confident of the hurricane, 
took fuch care in fecuring his fugars and goods in the ftore-houfe, that when the hur
ricane had carried away the roof of the houfe, all except one hogfhead of fugar 
remained fafe. 

When Sir William Stapleton 'was governor of thefe iflands he ufually made this the 
place of his refidence. Here courts were kept, and the governor living upon it, moil 
of the affairs of this government were tranfaCl:ed here; for everyone of thefe iflands 
hath a particular lieutenant-governor, council, and affembly; and the general govern
ment centers only in the authority of c;}ptain-general, Sir 'William Stapleton, who was 
governor in King James's time, made Sir James RuBel lieutenant-governor of this ii1and, 
and he enjoyed the place till his commiilion was fuperfeded by that of captain-general, 
granted to Sir Nathaniel Johnfon, who alfo refided at NCTic; and at this time none of 
the Lee\varcl Wands flourifhecl fo much as this; it fupplied the others with almoft all 
their wines and negroes, and was computed to have contained at that time near two 
thoufand fighting men, which will make the number of fouls, by common computation, 
to be above ten thoufand, befides negroes, of which number there were not lefs than 
twenty thoufand. A prodigious improvement of an iDand fcarce fix miles long, to 
maintain between thirty and forty thoufand men, women, and children ! 

We are to proceed next to the iDand of Montferrat, which name the Spaniards gave 
to this iDand, from the refemblance it has to a mountain in Catalonia, not far from 

-Barcelona, famous for a chapel dedicated to the Blelfed Vir:;in, in the greatefl: reputa
tion with the Roman Catholics of any, except that of Loretto> The EngliD1 have not 

, thought fit to give it another name fince they were mafl:ers of it. It lies in 17 degrees 
north latitude, is about three leagues in length, and almoft as much in breadth; fo that 
it feems to be of a round figure. It was difcovered by the Europeans at the fame time 
with St. Chrifl:opher's; but 110 fettlement was made upon it till the year 1632, at which 
time Sir Thomas Warner, firfl: governor of St. Chrifl:opher's, procured a fInal! colony 
to f,::,ttle there, of the fubjeCl:s of England, for we cannot affure ourfelves they were 
Englifhmen, this iDand being generally looked upon as an Irifh colony. This jDand 
flourifhed at firft more than Antigua; but fince the Lord Willoughby'S time the latter 
has got and kept the ftart of it. There were feven hundred men in Montferrat, fix teen 
years after it was firft inhabited; the rolls of the militia at this time amount to three 
hundred and fixty. \Ve find but one battery for the defence of the coafl:, and other old 
difmounted cannon at feveral landing places. As to the climate, foil, animals, trade, 
and produCtions of this iDc, they are much the [arne with thofe of the other Caribbee 
Wands, only this is fuller of mountains, which are covered with cedars and other treps, 
that make it a lovely pro[peCl: from the fea; the vallies are fruitful, and better fl:ored 
with frefh water than thofe of Antigua. According to the beft accounts th,[t have been 
receiyed from this i11and of late years, it is rather increafing, both in the number of 
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people and in the value of their fettl.2ments, than not; as to the former, it is computed 
there may be abcut four thoufand five hundred white perfons, and about t~elve thou. 
fand nei!roes in this country; and as for the latter, I mean the value of Its produce, 
we fhal(have occafion to fpeak of it hereafter. . . 

The ifland of Barbuda lies in the latitude of 17 degrees 30 mmutes north, IS about 
fifteen miles long, and lies north-eall: from the ifland of whi,ch we were lall: ,fpeaking. 
The land is low and fruitful, and the Englifh be,g-an to plant It as early as Ne~is, Mont. 
ferrat, or any other of the Leeward iflands, St. Chrill:opher's excepted; for SIr Thomas 
Warner, who firll fettled there, placed a fmall colony in this ifland, but the Caribbeans 
di11:urbed them fa much, that they were often forced to defert it and their plantations. 
There hardly pafied a year but they made one or two incurfions, and that generally in 
the night, for they dur11: not attack them by day; the damage the Englifh fuflained by 
them made them weary of dwelling in a place where they were fo p"lCh expofed ,to the 
fury of thofe barbarians, who diminiihing daily in number, and the Europeans increafing, 
the En,rliih abaain pOiTelTed themfelves of Barbuda, and in a few years there were five 
oJ' hundred inhabitants. Thei'e are now a thoufand or twelve hundred fou s upon It, and 

their number is daily increafing. The proprietor is the Honourable Chriflopher Co
drington, Etq,; and he puts in a governor here, having the fame prerogative as the other 
lords proprietors in their feveral jurifdiCtions in America. This ifland has br~d great 
Hare of cattle, and the inhabitants employ themfelves moftly in that fort of hufbandry ; 
corn and provifions coming almofl always to a good market in the fugariflands. There 
is plenty of all f:1rts of tame cattle, as in Europe; and the Englifh live here much after 
the fame manner as they do in the countries in England; only their labour in the field 
is not fa hard as here) the country being fa much hotter. 

The next plantation to this, if it may be properly fa called, is fo.Ll1guilla, or Snake 
IfJand, fa called from its figure, being a long traCt of earth, but narrow, winding 
almofl about; near St. Martin's, from whence it may eafily be feen; it lies in 18 de
grees 12 minutes. The country is level and woody, the foil fruitful, and the tobacco 
that grew there formerly was reckoned ',ery good in its kind. There is not a mountain 
in it; where it is broadefl there is a pond, about which the Englifh fettled in the year 
1650. Their bufinefs, like the inhabitants of Barbuda, was to plant corn and breed 
tame cattle, for which purpofe they brought flock with them. They were poor, and 
continue fa to this day, being, perhaps, the laziefl creatures in the world. Some people 
have gone from Barbadoes, and other Englifh Caribbee iflands, thither, and there they 
live like the fin1: race of men, without government or religion, having no minifler or 
magiflrate. They are faid to make up, altogether, about one hundred and fifty families, 
or nine hundred fouls; and their condition in that place is fingular enough to deferve 
particular notice, if we had any room to fpare; but as we have not, it fhall fufhce to fay, 
that they have no great quantities of fugal' upon the ifland, but addiCt themfelves rather 
to farming, in which they have had very good fuccefs; and this it is that enables them 
to live in the old patriarchal way, e'fery man being a kind of fovereign in his own 
family, and no other government there is in Anguilla. 

We have now gone through all the Leeward Wands, Antigua, or Antego, only 
excepted, of which we are to fpeak in the next feCtion, as not having been fettled within 
the period to which we have confined this. As to the general produce or value of thefe 
ii1ands, which may ferve to thew of how great confequence they are to Great Britain, 
~he befl account I have been able to obtain is to the following effeCt: St. Chriflopher's 
~s ,the largefl: of all the iflands, but the middle part of it being extremely mountainous, 
it IS thought that there are not above twenty-four thoufand acres of land fit for fugar in 
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the whole ifland, which produces about ten thoufand hogiheads of that valuabLe com
modity. Antego contains about feventy thoufand acres, and produces fixteen thoufand 
hogfheads of fugar yearly. Nevis is faid to be about twenty miles in circumference, 
and produces fix thoufand hogfheads. Montferrat, which is lefs than any of them, 
produces two thoufand five hundred, and fometimes three thoufand hogfheads of fugar. 
In Barbuda they breed cattle, and in Anguilla they raife corn. 

19. We are now, according to the method that we have hitherto purfued of fpeaking 
of our plantations, in the order of time in which they were fettled, obliged to rdurn 
to the continent of North A merica, in order to give an account of the noble colony of 
Maryland, which remained a part of Virginia till the year 1632, which was the eighth 
of King Charles I. when that monarch \\"as pleafed to grant all the country to the north 
of Potowmack river, not then planted, unto Cecilius Calvert, Lord Eal;:;more, of the 
kingdom of Irehnd, and his heirs; and this part of the country \\:1S afterwards c::tIled 
Maryland, in nVI~our of the then queen confort, Henrietta Maria, youngefi: dau zhter of 
the French king, Henry the IVth. The Lord Baltimore having obtained his grant, 
fent over his brother, the Honourable Leonard Calvert, with fome Roman Catholic 
gentlemen and other adventurers, to the number of two hundred, to take pofTeffion of 
the country; who, fetting fail from England on the 22d of November 1633, arrived 
at Point Comfort in the bay of Chefepeak, on the 24th of February following, where 
being kindly received and fupplied with provifions by the Englifh of Virginia, they con
tinued their voyage northward, to the river Potowmack, appointed to be the boundary 
between Virginia and Marybnd, on the eafi: fide of the bay. 

The adventurers failed up this river, and landing on feveral places of the northern 
fhore, acquainted the natives they were come to fettle amongft them and trade with 
them; but the natives feemed rather to defire their abfence than their company; how
ever, there were no aas of hoftility committed on either fide, and the Englifh returning 
down the river Potowmack again, made choice of a place near the mouth of a river 
(which falls i11l0 it, and by them called St. George's river) to fettle their firft colony. 
They advanced afterwards to an Indian town called Yoamaco, then the capital of the 
country, and at a conference with the weorance or fovereign of the place, to whom 
they made conficlerab!e prefents, the weorance confented that the Englifh fhoulll d\yell 
in one par.t of the town, rcferving the other for his own people till the hanefr was oyer, 
and then a~fc2d to quit the whole entirely to the Englifh, and retire farther into the 
country, which they did accordingly. And the March following Mr. Calvert and the 
planters were left in the quiet pofTeffion of the whole town, to which they gave the name 
I)f St. Mary's; and it was agreed on both fides, that if any wrong \\"as done by either 
party, the nation offending ihould make full fatisfaaion for the injury. The reafons 
(he Y oamaco Indians were fa ready to enter into a treaty with the Englifh, and yield 
I hem part of their country, was in hopes of obtaining their proteaion and affiftance 
againfi: the Safquahanah Indians, their northern neighbours, with whom they were then 
at war; and, indeed, the Y oamaco Indians were upon the point of abandoning their 
country, to avoid the fury of the Safquahanah nation, before the Engli~h arrived. From 
whence it appears that the adventurers fent over by the Lord BaltImore cannot be 
charged with any injuftice in fettling themfelves in this part of America, being invited 
to it by the original inhabitants. 

The inhabitants \\ho were thus fettled at St. Mary's applied thernfelves with great 
diligence to cultivating the ground, and raifed large quantities of Indian corn, while the 
natives went every day il'lto the woods to hunt for game, bringing home venifon and 
turkies to the Englifh colony in abundance, for which they received knives, tools, and 
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toys in return. And thus both nations lived in the greatefl: friendihip, doing good 
offices to each other; till fome of the Englifh in Virginia, envious of the happine1s .of 
this thriving colony, fuggefl:ed to the Indians that thefe fl:rangers were not really Enghlh 
as they pretended, but Spaniar~s, and would enflave them as th~y ha~ done many of 
their countrymen; and the IndIans were fa credulous as to belIeve It, and appeared 
jealous of Mr. Calvert, making preparations as if they intended to fall upon the fl:ra~. 
gers, which the Englilh perceiving, fl:ood upon their guard, and erea~d a fort for theIr 
fecurity, on which they planted feveral pieces of ordnance; at the firmg whereof the 
Y oamacos were fa terrified, that they abandoned their country without any other com
pulfion, and left the Englilh in full poffeffion of it; who receiving fupplies and rein
forcements continually from England, and having no other enemy to contend with than 
agues and fevers (which fwept off fome of them before they found out a prOrcf regi
men for the climate) they foon became a flourifhing people, many Roman Catholic 
families of quality and fortune tranfporting themfelves thither to avoid the pen'} laws 
made againfl: them in England; and Maryland has been a place of refuge fur tl ofe of 
that perfuafion from that day to this. 

While the civil war lafl:ed in England the Lord. Baltimore's family w'ere deprivc:d of 
the government of this province, but were refl:ored to their right by King Charles II. 
foon after his own refl:oration. Whereupon the Lord Baltimore fent over his fon, 
Charles Calvert, afterwards Lord Baltimore, to be governor of Maryland, who con
tinued in that pofl: upwards of twenty years, and long after his father's death. By whofe 
prudence the colony became almofl: as confiderable as Virginia, for its tobacco and other 
produCts of the foil; and all the Indian nations on that fide put themfelves under their 
proteCtion. The Indian chiefs were appointed, or at leafl: approved and confirmed in 
their commands, by the Lord Baltimore the proprietor, whofe fucce[s is to be afcribed, 
in a great meafure, to the endeavours he ufed to cultivate a good correfpondence with 
the Indian nations, and to give them as little offence as poffible. 

In the reign of King James II. we are told that Father P~ters, a Jefuit, whom that 
prince admitted into his councils, which contributed not a little to his lofing firfl: the 
hearts of his fubjeCts, and after that his dominions, took fuch a prejudice to the then 
Lord Baltimore, though of his own religion, but a nobleman of great wifdom, jufl:ice, 
and moderation, that he refolved to deprive him of the power of nominating a gover
nor, by extending the royal prerogative at the expence of the grant made by the crown 
to the ancefl:ors of his lordDlip. But before this could be effeCted, the revolution inter
vened, but the change of government did not prove ferviceable to his lordfhip; for the 
Crown profecuting the former projeCt, deprived him of his power of nomination, which 
was fo much the harder, b2caufc it is univerfally allowed that no people were ever better 
governed than the inhabitants of this colony, while they depended folely upon this 
noble family. 

The prefent Lord Baltimore is a Protefl:ant, and inherits the virtues as well as the title 
?f his ~ncefl:or~, being in all refpeCts a bleiling to that country as he is the proprietor of 
It. HIS lordfulp once took the pains to vifrt his colony, was received with all due marks 
of refpeCt on ~ccount of his quality and interefl: in that country; but when he left it the 
p~ople.gave hIm much fl:ronger teftimonies of their affection, and their regret at parting 
WIth hIm, or: account of his mildnefs, public fpirit, and frncere good will towards 
them, . of \\"hlCh he gave them fo many infl:ances, and tefl:ified, upon all occafrons, fuch 
a readme~s not only to comply with but to go beyond their requefl:s, that there was not 
a planter m l'vlaryland who did not confider him rather as a father and a friend than as 
their lord proprietor; and to fay the truth, they had fo much experience of him in the 
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former charaCl:ers, and felt fa little of him in the latter, that it was extremely natural 
for them to behave as they did. 

\¥hatever the great defign might be when this fettlement was firft made, moft certain 
it is that no country in America can boaft of having had fewer difturbances on the fcore 
of religion. There are, indeed, of all perfuafions in the colony; but notwithftanding 
this, they live together in the great eft tranquillity, as if they made it their bufinefs to 
forget the points about which they differ, and to remember that they agree in thofe of 
being E.ngli£hmen and Chriftians, as fufficiently appears by their kind behaviour towards 
the IndIans, who have fcarce ever had any difference \,,-ith them, and of whom the 
colony have no fort of apprehenfions, though they are mucn more numerous in that 
country than in Virginia. But after £hewing how this country was firft planted, what 
remarkable accidents h<'.ve fince happened therein, and in what ftate the colony now is 
~ith refpeCl: to the government; the next thing is to give a fuccinCl: view of the place 
Itfelf, in order to bring it the better to the acquaintance of every Englifh reader who is 
curious on this fubjeCl:. 

This province is fituated between 38 and 40 degrees of northern latitude, and between 
44 and 48 degrees of weflern longitude, as is generally computed; but it muft be 
confeffed the weftern boundaries are very uncertain, fome extending them beyond the 
Apalachean mountains. The north end of the bay of Chefepeak divides Maryland into 
two parts, called the eaftem and weftern £hares. It is bounded, at prefent, by part of 
Penfylvania and the Atlantic Ocean on the eafl, by Virginia Proper on the fauth, and 
by the Apalachean mountains on the wefl:. It is feparated from Virginia on the fouth 
by the river Potowmack on the weflern £hore, and the river Pocomoac on the eaftern 
fhore, the length from north to fouth being about an hundred and forty miles, and the 
breadth from ean to weft, if we extend it no farther than the country already planted, 
will not be fo much, thou)?:h its future limits poffibly may extend much farther. As to 
the face of the country, this, as well as Virginia, may be divided into, I ft, the Low
lands next the fea; 2dly, the hilly country towards the heads of the rivers; and 3dly, 
the Apalacl~ean mountains, which are exc2eJing high, and run parallel to the Atlantic 
Ocean, viz. from the north-eaft to the fouth-weft. The Lowlands heretofore confifted 
of fwamps or woods, being one continued foreil: aIm oft, till the Engli£h cleared part 
of it, either to make room for their plantations, or for building of £hips and houfes, 
and the making tobacco cafks and pipe-ftaves for exportation, \\'hich has made fucll 
havock among their woods, that fome of them hegin too apprehend the want of timber, 
efpecially near their fans and rivers; for as to that \\hich lies remote from th2 water it 
is of little ufe to them, the price of the carriage exceeding the value of the wood. 
Towards the heads of the rivers there is a mixture of hills and valleys, as in Virginia, 
well planted with variety of timber and fruit trees; and where thefe arc wanting there 
are large meadows or favana.hs, where the grafs grows to a moft furprizing height. 

This country, like Virginia, is watered by innumerable fprings and a great many 
fine rivers, of which the chief are, 1ft, Potowmack, which, rifing in the mOllntains 
north-weH, runs to the fouth-can, and feparates Maryland from Virginia on the fauth
weft, falling into the miLldle of the bay of Chefepeak. :zdly, The river Pocomoac, 
which rifing near the ocean, runs alfo direaIy fouth, and then turning tll the \veft, 
falls alfo into the bay of Chefepeak, near 'Watkins's Point. A line drawn from the 
mouth of the river direCtly eait, to the Atlantic Ocean, is the true boundary betweeR 
Maryland and Virginia on the eaftern ihore. 3dly, The river Patuxent, which rifing 
in Anne Arundel county, rUlls to the fouth-ealt, and falls into the bay of Chefepeak, 
about twenty miles to the northward of the mouth of Potowmack river. 4thly, Se~ern 
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river which rifes on the north-weft part of Maryland, running fouth-eaft, farIs into 
the ~pper part of the faid bay. sthly, Cheptonk, which rifes on th.e eafter~ fh~re, 
runs to the fauth-wen:, and falls into the fame bay. 6thly, Saffafra~ flver, whIch nfes 
in the north-eaft of Maryland, and running almoft due weft, falls mto the north end 
of the faid bay. 7th1y, 'Vicomo river, which rifes on the eaftern fhore, ~uns to the 
fouth-weft and falls into the bay almoft aninft the mouth of Potowmack flver. The 

, 0 f h' 8th and Ian: ri\'er I fhall mention is St. George, on the weft fide a the bay, W Ich, 
running from north to fouth, falls into the mouth of the river Pot ow mack. Here the 
Englifh firft fettled, and built the town of St. Mary's. There are a great many more 
rivers capable of receiving larue fhips, which, with the numerous bays and creeks that 
indent the land on every fide,D give the feamen an opportunity of bringin3" their ve{fels 
up to the very planters' doors, to receive their freight, as in Virginia. 

The air of this country is exceffive hot fome part of the fummer, and very cold in 
winter when the north-weft w-ind blows; but the natives tell us that they are happily 
fituated; that their heats are very feldom troublefome, and then only by accident, in a 
perfeCt calm; but that this does not happen above two or three days in a year, and 
then lafts but a few hours at a time; and even this inconvenience is made very tolerable 
by their cool fhades, their open and airy rooms, arbours, and grottos; and in Spring 
and Fall the weather is as pleafant as can be wifhed; that their winters are not of more 
than three or four months duration, and in thefe they feldora have one month's bad 
weather, all the reft they are happy in a clear air and a bright fun, and are fcarce ever 
troubled with fogs; it is acknowledged they have hard frofts fometimes, but they laft 
no longer than while the wind blows from the north and north-weft points, which is 
feldom more than three or four days. 
)~~. At other times they have no froft at all; and their frofts are attended with bright and 
ferene weather; and in the Spring, Summer; and Winter, their winds are only cool 
pleafant breezes. Their rains, except in the depth of winter, are very pleafant and 
refrefhing; in Summer they laft but a few hours, and then bright weather fucceeds: 
however, it is acknowledged that the fhowers which fall in Summer are very heavy for 
the time they laft; and the part of the country which lies on the bays of the fea and the 
mouths of the rivers, which is much the belt peopled, is certainly hot and moift; 
indeed, higher up the country, whither the plantations are now extended, the air is 
much more healthful, efpecially fince their lands are cleared of woOd. They have here, 
however, dreadful thunder in the heat of Summer; but as it ,cools and r-efrefhes the 
air they rather wifh for it than fear it, though it fometimes does much mifchief, but lefs 
than formerly. 

Since the Indians transferred, or yielded, this province to the Englifh, it has been 
divi2ed into ten counties, fix on the \veft fide of the bay, and four on the eaft fide of it; 
thofc on the weft fide, taking them from fouth to north, are, 1. St. Mary's county; 
2. Charles county; 3. Prince George county; 4. Calvert county; 5. Anne Arundel 
county; and 6. Baltimore county. The counties on the eaft fide of this bay, lying 
alfo from the fouth, are. I. Somerfet county; ~. Dorchefter county; 3. Talbot 
county; 4. Cecil county. As for the county of Kent, that or the greateft part of it 
is no\,,: [aid to be in Penrylvania. St. Mary, the capital of the county of the fame name, 
and, tor fome time, of the 'whole province, is fituated on the eaft fide of the river 
,~t. G'.:orge, in 38 degrees and fame minutes north latitude. This, as has been inti
mated, was the 11rft town in Maryland built by the Englifh, who raifed a fort for its 
?efence;, but in i~s moft fl ourifhing ftate never had more than thirty or forty houfes in 
ll, and ill1ce the feat of the government has been removed to Annapolis, feems to be 
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upon the decline; for the fame humour prevails here as in Virginia, of gentlemens' 
living on their refpeCtive plantations, and nQt in towns. 

In this county alfo are the pariilies of Hervington, 51. Clement's, and St. 10hn's ; 
and here is a noble feat of the Lord Baltimore the proprietor, called Mettapany, fituate 
on the mouth of the river Patuxent. In Prince Charles county, which lies north of 
St. Mary'S, are the pariihes of Brifl:ol and Pifcataway; and in that of Pr-ince Geor::;e, 
the pariili of Mafl:erkout. In Calvert county, which is divided from Charles county 
by the river Patuxent, are the pariilies of Abington, Warrington, and Calverton. 1;1 
the county of Anne Arundel, which lies north of Charles county, the chief tCI'in is 
Annapolis, now the capital of the province, and formerly called Severn, being fituate 
on the river of that name, in 39 degrees and fome minutes north latitude. Here th:> 
courts of jufl:ice and the general aifemblies were ordered to be held in the year I 6,1() ; 

and this has ever fince been the refidence of the governor; notwithlbnding whidl, 
there are not yet an hundred houfes built in the town. 

In Baltimore county, which lies between Anne Arundel county and the province of 
Penfylvania, is the pariili of Baltimore, fituate on the north-weft part of ,he b3.)' of 
Chefepeak. In Somerfet county, which is the moft foutherly county on the ean rid.' 
of the bay, are the town and pariih of Somerfet. In Dorchefter county, which li~.~ 
north of Somerfet, are the town and pariih of Dorchefter, befides a great many Indian 
towns. In Talbot county, which lies north of Dorchefl:er, are the pari£hes of Oxfurd J 

St. Michael's, Bolingbrooke, and Cecil, the mofl: northerly county on the eafl: fide of 
the bay, is bounded both on the north and ean: by the province of PenfyIvania. 

Throughout the whole colony of Maryland, as in that of \,irginia, the EnglW} live 
at large at their feveral plantations, which hinders the increafe of towns; indeed ever" 
plantation is a little town itfelf and can very ~vell fubfifl: with provifions and neceiTarics'; 
every confiderable planter's warehoufe being like a fhop, where he fupplies not only 
himieIf with what he wants, but the inferior planters, fervants, and labourers; and has 
commodities to barter for tobacco and other goods, there being little money in this 
province, and little occafion for any, as long as tobacco anfwers all the ufes of fiIver 
and gold in trade. There are fe"v merchants or fhopkeepers, who may be properly fo 
called, and live wholly by their trade; the tobacco of this province, called Oronoko, 
is fl:ronger than that of Virginia; and no Englifhman, who has not a very coarfe reJilli, 
will bear it; yet it is as profitable to the planter, and to the trade of the nation in gene
ral, being in demand in the eafl:ern and northern parts of Europe, where it is prefetred 
before the fweet-fcented tobacco of lames and York rivers, in Virginia. The planters 
in Maryland finding fo good vent for their commodity in foreign markets, have culti
vated it fo much that the province is thought to produce as much tobacco as Virginia_ 
The foil is here as fruitful as in any country, being a large plain; and the hills in i, fo 
eafy of afcent, and of fuch a moderate height, that they feem rather an artificial ora<l
ment to it than one of the accidents of nature. 

The abundance of rivers and brooks is no little help to the fertility of the foil, and 
there is no grain, plant, or tree, which grows in Virginia, but thrives as well here; the 
produd:, the animals, and every thing, are the fame here as there, only the black and 
yellow bird, called the Baltimore bird, goes by another name in Virginia; it had that 
name given it becaufe the colours of the field of the Lord Baltimore's coat of arms are 
or and fable. It is thought that the number of fouls in ~ary}al1.d may be about thirty 
tboufand, or rather more. There are feveral hundred fall at ililps employed yearly in 
the commerce bet\veen Great Britain and this country, and the benefit which rdults to 
this nation from thence is very large, as may be eailly computed from the principles 
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laid down in the foregoing account of the colony ,of V~rgini~; whi;h may likewifefer:c 
with refpeCt to all the other colonies that do not mterfere wIth theIr mother-country m 
their manufaCtures. 

20. When Oliver Cromwell, after fubvertillg entirely the conftitution of his country, 
took upon him the title of Protecror, he refolved to obliterate the memory of what was 
pan, by undertaking fomewhat that might be of great and lafting advantage to his 
country. It was with this view, and to rid himfelf of many officers ~hom he fufpeCt~d, 
that he framed a projeCt of attacking the Spaniards in the Weft IndIes, and of taking 
from them the noble ifIand of Hifpaniola 01' St. Domingo; in the adjufting of w~ich 
defign he depended chiefly on the information he received from one Father Gage a pneft, 
whoohad been many years in the SpaniIh America, and who died in this voyag~; for 
which though great preparations were made yet they went on very nowly, and It was 
certainly thought the beft conceived, yet the worft executed of all his enterprizes. 

The [quadron commanded by General Penn being ordered to rendezvous at Portf
mouth, where the land forces were to embark, complaints were made to Venables of 
diforders and difcontents among the people, and more particularly about the badnefs of 
the pro\'ifions; which, by his means, being made known to General Defuorrow, he, 
by very harlh exprefIions, fignified his difcontent thereat; and particularly ,charged 
Venables with a defign of frufirating the intended expedition, by being the author of 
reports which were falfe '; while he, on the other hand, endeavoured to juftify himfelf, 
and to :!hew that he intended no otherwife than for the public good; and there was a 
:!hrewd fufpicion that Defuorrow's diffatisfaCtion herein arofe from his being concerned 
with thofe who had the management of viCtualling the navy. After Venables had 
attended near four months without any pofitive affurance whether the Government was 
determined to go on with the defign,or not, although it was publicly difcourfed of, and 
the Spaniards had thereby not only the knowledge thereof, but opportunities of pro
viding for their defence; he was fome time after fent to, and direCted to hold himfelf 
in a readillefs to proceed; and though he then requefted that the draughts which were 
to be made out of the regiments might be men in all refpeCts fitting for the intended 
fervice, yet the colonels were permitted to pick and cull them as they pleafed, infomuch 
that molt of them were raw and altogether undifciplined; and amongft them many 
Trifb Papifts; nor had not half of them arms in any degree ferviceable; anq. fo far 
were the Council from permitting him to ftay till better could be furni:!hed in their 
room, that they fent him pofitive orders to leave the town next day, upon pain of 
imprifonment. 

Before he came to Portfmouth many of the troops were embarked, and the reft 
{hipping off with the utmofi hafie, fo that he had no opportunity of viewing, much 
lefs of exercifing, them on :!hare; and thereby informing himfelf of their condition, 
with refpeCt to their abilities or otherwife; and although he was prOInifed that the 
ftore-fhip, with arms and other neceffaries, :!hould join him at Spithead, he was at laft 
told that no delay mufi be made in ftaying for her, but that he might expeCt her 
coming to him at Barbadoes. He was likewife affured that he :!hould carry out with 
him, at ieafi, ten months provifion for ten thoufand men, but the moft part thereof 
was fent back to London, to be :!hipped off there, under pretence that there was not 
fuffici,~nt room for the fame in the fhips at Portfmouth, although the officers in the 
fleet found paffage in them for no inconfiderable quantities of goods, with which they 
defigned to traffic when they arrived at the aforefaid ifiand. 

!he forces being embarked, and the wind prefenting fair, the fquadran failed, and 
arnved at Barbadoes on the '29th day of Ianuary 1654; foon after which General 
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Venables wrote to the Proteaor, the Lord Prefident of the Council Laurence, the Lord 
Lambeth, and feveral others, letting them know in what a miferable condition the 
army was, and how defl:itute they were, not only of provifions but arms and other 
neceifaries proper for carrying on the intended defign; infomuch that they were con
ftrained to make the hardefl ihifts to fupply them with the fmall quantities either of one 
or the other that could be had in thefe parts. The firfl thing that was done after the 
fle~t's arrival at Barbadoes was the feizing fuch Dutch ihips and veffels as were found 
there, and General Penn appointed a nephew of his to take an account of their cargoes 
and all things belonging to them, without admitting any check on him as General 
Venables defired and infifled on, that fo no embezzlements might be made. 

The 18th of March Venables thought it neceifary to hold a council of war of the 
land officers, to confider of the flate of the army; and it was refolved to make thefe 
propofitions to Penn, among feveral others, viz. I fl:. That as the officers of the army 
had refolved not to defert the fleet, he with his officers would reciprocally refolve not 
to leave the army, at leafl not till fuch time as their expeCted fupplies arrived from 
England. zdly, That it ihould be propofed to the commiffionc:rs, that a fit quantity of 
fhipping might be taken up for tranfporting the forces. 3dl::, That they might not 
proceed on fervice with lefs than twenty tons of ball, and that they might like wife lw 
furniihed from the fleet with two hundred fire-arms, fix hundred pikes, befides pifl:ols, 
carbines, and two hundred half-pikes. To this Venables received no fatisfa(10ry 
anfwer from Penn, and the flares not arriving from England, he again defired to know 
from him what arms, ihot, match, and other neceffaries he could furniih from th~ 
fleet; General Deiborrow having affured him, when in England, that the commiffioners 
had power to difpofe of what might be on board the /hips to the neceffary ufe of the 
army; but to this Penn returned him an anfwer, that fifteen /hot a man, and a few 
tons of match, was all he could fpare; befides which, he at lenp;th prevailed with him 
to add thereunto a few half and quarter pikes, which gave occafion to one of the C0111-
miffioners to let fall fame words, as if he doubted they were betrayed. 

Befides all thefe difappointments, and the badnefs of the provifions fent from Eng
land, yet even of them the foldiers were put to /hort allowance, while the feamen were 
at whole, which occafioned no little difcontent, and rendered them very fickly and 
weak; and as the commiffioners were empowered and required to difpofe of all prizes 
and booty taken towards defraying the charge of the e;.;:pedition, and only a fortnight's 
pay was offered to the officers and foldiers in lieu of whatever booty fhould be taken at 
St. Domingo (whither they were firfl defigned from Barbadoes) it very much increafed 
the diffatisfaCtion of the army; for mofl: of the officers, when they fet forwards on fhe 
expedition, were in hopes of bettering themfelves very confiderably. At length Gene
ral Venables prevailed with the officers and men to accept of fix weeks pay infl:ead of 
their plunder; and thereupon himfelf and Penn iifued out orders, refl:raining all perfons 
from pillaging without orders, or from concealing the fame on pain of death and for
teiture of their pay. But although the officers were willing to fubmit to this, yet the 
c0111miffioners refufed to fign it, infomuch that the foldiers publicly declared they would 
return to England, and never more fl:rike a ftroke where there WEre commiffioners who 
1hould have power to controul the army. 

The fleet being now in a readinefs to fail, General Venables, with fome of the com. 
iniffioners and the officers of the army, propofeo that they might proceed to the harbour 
of St. Domingo (but for what reafon it doth not appear, unlel's it was for want of expe
rienced pilots). That was refufed, and a refolution taken to land the troops at the river 
Hind; that fa they might endeavour to force the fort and trench. It was alfo refolved 
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among the land officers, I f!:, That the regiments fhould ca!l: lots which of them ihould 
go on {hore tirf!:. '2dly, That two or three regiments fhould be landed at o?ce. 3dly, 
That the feconds to each regiment fhould be appointed. .4th1y, That the fhIP~ wherem 
the r2P"iments were, fhould keep near each other, for theIr more regular landing. And 
it was °further determined that if the furges of the fea ran high, and that the enemy 
were prepared to defend the fort and trench, the army ilio.uld be landed behind the 
fecond point to leeward, and that when on fhore, one regIment fhould b~ ordered to 
march eaftward of the city, provided General Penn would engage to furmfh the army 
with all neceifaries. 

Lots having been caf!: as aforefaid, it fell to Colonel Buller's regiment to land firft, 
and there was one Cox who had lived in thofe parts many years, who was to have been 
their p"uide, but he had been fent of fame errand by Penn, fa that he was at this time 
abfen~; and Vice Admiral Goodfon declaring that he neither had orders to go into 
Hind River, nor pilots to condua the fhip there-into; the army were conf!:rained to 
land at the weft point (which Venables protef!:ed againf!:) and by that means were 
expo fed to a tedious march of forty miles, through a thick woody country, without 
any guide, infomuch that both horfe and men, by the fatigue and extremity of heat 
fell down with thirf!:, and were miferably affiiaed with the flux, by their eating oranges 
and other green fruit, having no water to moif!:en their mouths with. After four 
days march the army came to the place where they might firft have been put on 
{hare; but by that time the enemy had fummoned in the whole country to their 
affi£lance; and even now many of the foldiers had no more than one day's provifions 
of the three that had been promifed them from the fhips. 

Colonel Buller being fent with his regiment to a particular f!:ation near Hind River, 
and ordered not to ftir from thence until the ref!: of the army joined him, he was fa far 
from complying with thofe commands from the general, that he marched away under 
the guidance of Cox, who was now arrived from the fleet; infomuch that for want of 
the faid guide, the general, miftaking the way, marched ten cr twelve miles about; 
and Buller having fuffered his men to fhaggle, they fell into, and fuffered much by, 
the ambufcades laid by the enemy. The hardfhips the forces had undergone for want 
of provifions, and their being denied what plunder they might happen to take at St. 
Domingo, fo exafperated them, that the feamen who had been firft fent afhore, and 
1'0011 after thofe on the land, were in a general mutiny: however, in this condition 
tht:y forded the river Hind, with a refolution to march to the harbour, that fa they 
might be furni111ed with provifions and ammunition from the fhips, but they were 
itr:mgers to the way, neither had they any wat~r to drink. At length Colonel Buller, 
and Cox the guide, joined them, promifed to condua them to a place where they might 
b~ fupplied with water. But fome of the faid colonel's men having rambled about for 
PIllage, encouraged the enemy to lay ambufcades for them in their'march, who, falling 
upon the forlorn, routed them, and killed feveral officers; but they were foon after 
beaten back with lofs, and purfued within cannon-iliot of the town; yet when the aCtion 
was over, many men, as well as horfes, perifhed with thirf!:. 

A council of war being called to confider of the condition of the army, it was found 
that many of ~he men had eat nothing for four days together, unlefs it were fame fruits 
they gathered 111 the woods; and that they were without water, the Spaniards having 
£lopped up all their wells within feveral miles of the town. N either knew they the 
cJuntry, or how to get to their fhips, for Cox the guide was {lain in the laft fkirmifh; 
however, after mature confideration, it was refolved to march to the harbour in the beft 
manner they could, and at length arriving there, they ftaid three or four days to 
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fumifh themfelves with l'rovifions and other neceifaries, and then advanced with a 
mortar piece, in order to reduce the fort; but the enemy having laid an ambufcade, 
they charged the van, which was to have been led by Adjutant General Jackfon, very 
vigoroufly, and were anfwered in like manner; whereas Jackfon's party running away, 
an~ the paifage through the woods being very narrow, they fell upon the general's own 
regIment, who, to no pm'pofe, endeavoured to ftop them with their pikes; for they fidl: 
difordered that regiment, and. foon after Major General Haynes's: mean while the 
enemy fO,llowed very eagerly, and giving no quarter, the faid major general, and the 
beft of hIS officers, who preferred death before flight, fell in the action. 

At length the general's own regiment making head againft them, as alfo that of the 
[earnen, commanded by Vice Admiral Goodfon, they, with their fwords, forced the 
runaways into the woods, rather chufing to kill them than they fhould diforder the 
reft; which the enemy perceiving, they retreated, and our men kept their ground, 
though the {hot from the fort k.illed many of them. The troops, neverthelefs, were fo 
very weak and dilheartened, that not many of them could be brought to play the mortar 
againfl: the fort; and though the general was reduced to a very low condition by the 
flux, he caufed himfelf to be led from place to place to encourage them; but fainting 
at laft, was forced to leave the care to Major General Fortefcue, who foon found that 
"he could prevail no more than the general himfelf. It was refolved foon after, at a 
council of war, that fince the enemy had guarded every pars, and that the army were 
under very great neceilities for water, they lhould march to a place where they had 
been informed a fupply ther~of, and of other neceifaries, had been put on {hore for 
them from the {hips. But in that march the foldiers accompanied their officers no 
farther than till they found them in danger, and then left them, info much that the 
commifiioners owned, in a letter they wrote to the governor at Barbadoes, that had 
not the enemy been as fearful as our own men, they might, in a few days, have 
deftroyed the whole army; and withal they let him know, that thofe who had occafioned 
tbegreateft diforder, were thofe of Barba does and St. Chriftophers, infol11uch that they, 
the faid commiilioners, who were Penn, WinDow, and Buller, had refolved to leave the 
phce, and try what could be done againft the ifland of Jamaica. 

2 I. The army was accordingly in little time embarked, but the lick and wounded 
were kept on the bare decks for forty-eight hours, without meat, drink, or dreiling, in
fomuch that worms bred in their fores; and even while they were on {bore the pro
vifiollS fent to them were not watered, but candied with falt, nDtwithftanding they had 
not ",ater fufficient to quench their thirft. Nay, after this misfortune on {bore, Venables 
averred that Penn gave Rear Admiral Blagge orders not to furni{b them with any more 
provifions of what kind foever, fo that they eat up all the hodes, dogs, and aifes, in the 
~amp, and fome of them fuch things as were in theinfelves poifonous, of which about 
forty died; and before the forces were embarked, Adjutant General Jackfon was tried 
by a court martial, and not only ~entence(~ to be ~a{hiered, and his .r\\'or~ broken o:er 
his head, but to do the duty of a i-wabber, Jl1 keepmg clean the hofpltal f1ups; a pum{b. 
ment fuitahle to his notorions cowardice. The fleet and troops arriving at Jamaica, 
orders were iifued by General Venables, that where it {bonld be found any man at
tempted to run away, the next roan to him ihould put him to death, or that ifhe failed fo 
tG do, he {bould be liable to be tried for his life; and now all the troops being ready 
for fervice they advanced towards the fort, which they made themfelves mafters of 
with little lofs; and next morning when the fun rofe, they began to march towards 
the Savannah, which was near the town, when fome Spaniards came towards them, 
and defired to treat; bu.t the general refufed fo to do, unlers they would fend them 
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a confrant fupply of provifions, then much wa~tcd; which they pun8:ually d~d, ~c~ 
cording to the promife they had made. The artIcles, agreed on at laft_ wer~ theie, VIZ. 
Ill:. That all forts, arms, ammunitions, and neceif.'1ries for war, and all kmds of lhip~ 
ping in any harbour in the ifland, with their furniture, &c. as alfo all goods, wares, 
merchandize, &c. lhould be delivered up to general Venables, or whom he lhould 
appoint for the ufe of tl:e protett:or, ~nd the commonwealth of England.. 2dly. That all 
and every of the inhabItants of the Ifland (except fome that were partIcularly named) 
fhould have their lives granted, and as thofe who inclined to ftay had leave fa to do, 
fo was it agreed to tranfport the others to New Spain, or fome other of the dominions 
belonging to the king of Spain in America, together with their apparel, books, and 
papers, they providing themfelves with vitt:uals ~nd neceffaries •. 3dl,y. That all .com~ 
million officers, and none others, fhould be permltted to wear theIr rapIers and poruards. 
4 th1y. All artificers, and meaner fort of people, fhould be permitted to remain on the 
Wand, and to enjoy their goods, provided they conformed themfelves to the laws which 
fhould be eftablifhed. 

By thefe means the noble ifland of Jamaica was fubdued, and though the Spaniards 
continued to lurk in fome parts of the ifland for feveral years afterwards, and once 
made a bold attempt to recover the place; yet Colonel Dayly forced them to with. 
draw, and reduced the whole ifland fo effett:ually, that at the Reftoration the Spaniards 
yielded it to the crown of Great Britain, to which it has belonged ever fince; and is, 
beyond queftion, the nobleft poffeffion we have in thefe parts. The hiftory of this 
country, fince it came into our poffeffion, is fo well known, and would alfo take up 
fa much room, that we cannot enter into it here, nor indeed is it neceifary, becaufe 
our chief bufinefs is to ihew the value and importance of our colonies, with refpett: to 
their mother country, which is always beft done by defcribing the plantation, explain
ing the nature of its produCt, and giving as good an account as may be of the nature 
of its trade and the number of its inhabitants; and as this appears to be the moft 
material part, to an Englifl1 reader, where we cannot infert all that relates to a colony, 
we prefer this part to any other. 

22. We haye a very large and accurate account of this noble country, written by a 
learned, candid, and indefatigable perf on, who refided long there, I mean Sir Hans 
Sloane, from whom others have taken their materials, and fo muft I; as not knowing 
where to find any fo good, or that may be fo well depended upon; which acknow
ledgment, as it is due to his merit, I think it but juftice to make, as I hope it will add 
fome degree of credit both to his work and mine. 

It is from him, therefore, that we learn moft of the particulars, which follow, and 
are every way fufficient for our purpofe. Jamaica is fituated on the Atlantic Ocean, 
between 17 and 18 degrees north latitude, and between 76 and 79 degrees weftern 
longitude, about twenty leagues eaft of Hifpaniola and as many fouth of Cuba~ and 
upwards of an hundred and fifty leagues to the northward of Porto Bello and Cartha. 
gena, on the coaft of Terra Firma. This ifland ftretches from eaft to weft one hundred 
and forty miles in length and about fixty in breadth in the middle; growing lefs towards 
each end; the form is pretty near oval. 
Th~ whole ,ifland ,has one continued ridge of hills running from eaft to weft through 

t~e mIddle of It, wbch are generally called the Blue Mountains; the tops of fome are 
hIgher than others; one of the higheft is called Mont Diabolo: other hills there are 
on each fide of this ridge of mountains, which, however, are much lower. The out .. 
wa,rd face of the ea~th fe,ems to be dia:erent here from what it is in Europe, the valleys 
bemg very level, wlth little or no nling ground or fmall hills, without rocks or 
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fiones; the mountainous part is very fieep, and furrowed by very deep channels on 
the north and fouth fide of the highefi hills; thefe channels are made here by frequent 
and very violent rains, which every day almofi fall on the mountains, and firft wearing 
a fmall trough or courfe for their paifage, wafh away afterwards whatever comes in 
the way, and make their channels extraordinary fteep. The ~eateft part of the high 
land of this iiIand is either fione or clay, which refifts the rains, and fa is not carried 
down violently with them into the plains, as the mould proper for tillage and friable 
earths are: hence it is, that in thefe mountainous places one !hall have very little or 
none of fuch earths, but either a very ftrong tough clay or a honey-comb, or other rock. 
upon which no earth appears. All the high land is covered with woods, fame of the 
trees very good timber, tall and ftraight; and one would wonder how fuch trees 
fhould grow in fuch a barren foil, fa thick together among the rocks; but the trees 
fend down their fibrous roots into the crannies of the rocks, where here and there they 
meet with little receptacles of rain water, which nourifh their roots. 

It is Cit very firange thing to fee in how fhort a time a plantation formerly cleared of 
trees and fhrubs will commonly grow foul, which arifes from two caufes; one, the 
not !l:ubbing the roots, whence arifes young fprouts, and the other the fertility of the 
foil. The fettlements and plantations not only of the Indians but the Spaniards being 
quite overgrown with tall trees, fa that there \vould be no foot!l:eps left were it not 
for old pallifadoes, building, orange walks, &c. which evidently fhew plantations have 
been there. There are the fame layers of earth, one over another, in the fruitful part 
of the iiIand, as ale to be met with in Europe; and the fame difFerence of foil appears 
as in England, in digging of wells, and other occafions of opening the ground. Moft 
of the favanahs, or plains fit for pa!l:ure and cleared of wood, are like our meadow 
land, lie near the fouth fide of the iiIand, where one may ride a great many miles 
without meeting the leaft afcent; fame of thefe plains are within land, incirc1ed with 
hills. Thefe favanahs after rain are very green and pleafant, but after long droughts 
are very much withered, and look yellow and parched. 

The chief ports in the iiIand are, I. Port Royal, a fine capacious harbour. 2. Old 
Harbour7 which lies feven or eight miles fauth-weft of St. Jago. 3. Port Morant, at 
the eaft end of the iiIand; and, 4. Point N egril at the we!l: end of this iiland; befides 
which, are feveral more on the fouth and north fides of the iiland; but it is dangerous 
approaching the coa!l: without a pilot, on account of the coral rocks, which almo!l: fur. 
round it. There are near an hundred rivers in Jamaica, but none of them navigaLle ; 
for rifing in the mountains in the middle of the iiIand, they precipitate themfelves 
down the rocks to the north or fauth, falling into the fea before they have run many 
miles, and carrying down with them frequently great pieces of rock and timber. Yet 
frefh water is very fcarce in dry years in the favanahs di!l:ant from rivers, fa that many 
of their cattle die with driving to water. Near the fea the well-water, as at Port Royal 
is brackifh; this brackifh water, which is very common in wells on fea fhores, is not 
wholefome, but the caufe of fluxes and other difeafes in failors by their drinking it. 

Their river water carries with it much clay or earth, and has an odd tafte, which in 
St. Jago gives occafion to the Spaniards to call it Rio Cobre, and the Englifh to fay it 
is not wholefome, and taftes of copper; whereas, on the trial of the fand, there is no 
metal found therein; this river-water, however, if fuffered to fettle fame days in earthen 
jars is good; fpring-water, at a di!l:ance from the fea, is preferred to river or pond
water. There are fome fprings as well as rivers, \\"hich putrify their channels, and !l:op 
their cOUffe by a cement, uniting the gravel and fand in their bottoms. There is a hot. 
bath or fpring near Port Morant, in the ea!l: part of the i{land, fituate in a wood, which 
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hath been bathed in and drunk of late years for the belly-ach, the common difeafe of the 
country, with ~reat 'fuccefs. A great many fa.lt fprings ari~e in a level ground un~el 
the foils in Cabbage-tree Bottom, abo~t a mIle or. two ddlant ~rom the ~ea, wh~ch 
united make what is called the Salt RIver. Salt IS made here In ponds, Into whIch 
the fe~ or fait water comes,. and by the heat of the fun the moifture being exhaled, 
leaves the faIt which is in great plenty; at the fait ponds about Old Harbour the 
fait is not perf.:!Ctly white, or in fmall grains, but in large lumps, ~nd has an eye of red 
in it, as fome S.al Gemma: from Spain, or what comes from the. Ifland. of Salt Tortuga 
near the main of America, which is here reckoned the ihonger and better. Salt 
Lagunas, or great ponds, there are. man.y here, on~ wher~of, Riotto~ Pond, receives a 
great deal of water by a river, whIch yet has no vIGble rIvulet or dIfchar.ge ~uns from 
it; fame rivers in the mountains rife above and go under ground agam m a great 
many places. Rio d'Oro particularly falls and rifes two or three times, and fa it is 
in many others. At Abraham's plantation on the north fide is a river, which has ftopt 
its own courfe by letting a fettlement fall, and putrifying its own bottom. It is very 
common to have cataraCts or cafcades in rivers among the mountains fifty or fixty 
feet high. 

This ifland being feven degrees within the tropic, has the trade wind continually 
there, which is on the fouth fide of the ifland, called the rea breeze. It comes about 
eight o'clock in the morning, and increafes till twelve in the day; and then, as the 
fun grows lower, it decreafes till there is none at four in the evening. About eight in 
the evening begins the land breeze, blowing four leagues into the fea, and continues 
increafing till twelve at night, and decreafes again till four. The fea breeze is· now 
and then more violent than at other times, a3' at new or full moon., and encroaches 
very much on the land winds; and the Norths when they reign, viz. in the months of 
December, January and February, blow over the ridge of mountains with violence, 
and hinder the fea breeze, which blows ftronger and longer near the fea, as at Port 
Royal, or Paifage Fort, than within land as at St.Jago de la Vega, or Spanifh Town; 
as on the contrary the land wind. blows harder at the town than at Paifage Fort, or 
Port Royal. The land wind blowing at night, and the fea breeze in the day-time, no 
fhipping can come into the port exc.ept in the day, nor go out, but at break of day, 
or very foon after. 

The Norths, as they call them, come in when the fun is near the tropic of Capri. 
corn, and fa fartheft off foutherly, and are very cold and unhealthy winds, more 
violent in the night becaufe it is then they have the additional force of the land wind. 
They check the growth of canes,anci all vegetables on the north-fide, but are hinderep 
by the ridge of mountains from ihewing much of their fury on the fauth, where it 
feldom rains with this wind. The fouth winds bring the moit lailing rains. The rains 
from the fouth are lafiing on the fouth fide of this ifland. As at fea with the trade 
winds one meets with tornadoes, fa at land here fometirnes will be a violent weft, 
direCtly contrary to the trade wind; but this happens feldom, and is fa on over. The 
~ea-breeze, when it blows ha~~, is thought ~o hinder the rain from coming to the plains, 
It for the moil part then rammg on the hIlls. On this account it is that there are in 
t~e n:ountains many fprings ~nd rivers, and few or none in the plains. And this is 
hkewlfe the cau~e why th.~re I~ n.ever any w~nt of :vater in the rivers coming from them 
~hroug~ the 'plains, an.d hl(eWIfe that, ~ometImes rIvers fuffer very great increafe and 
mu~datIons m the plams when no rams have fallen in the places where fuch inun
datlons appear. 
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Earthquakes, as they are very frequent in Hifpaniola, where they have formerly 
thrown down the town of St. Domingo; fo they are too common alfo here; the inha. 
bitants expeCt one every year, and fome of them think they follow their great rains: 
one happened on Sunday the 19th of February 1688; as if people had raifed the 
foundation of th~ houfes, it was felt all over the iiland about the fame time, fome 
houfes being wrecked, and very ncar ruined, and very few efcaped fome injury; the 
people were in a very great confternation, and the fhips in Port Royal harbour felt it : 
it was obfervcd, that the ground rofe like the fea, in waves, as the earthquake paffed 
along. But this was nothing to the earthquake which happened at Port Royal in the 
year 1692, by which that town was almoft fwallowed up. Thunder is heard almoft 
every day in the mountains, with the rains there, fo that any perfon in the plains may 
hear it, as well as fee the rain; it does not fo ordinarily accompany thofe rains that 
come from the fea, although when it does it is very violent. Lightning for the moil: 
part precedes thunder in this iiland, as elfewhere; and, if it be fair weather, efpecially 
in the hotteft feafons, it lightens almoft all the night, firft in one part of the fry or 
horizon, out of fome clouds, and then out of others oppofite to them, as it were 
anfwering one another. Froft or fnow are never feen in this hot climate; but 
fometimcs hail, and that very large; it comes with very great norths, which reach 
with great violence to the fourh fide, and throw down every thing before them. 

The dews here are fo great within land, that the water drops from the leaves of the 
trees in a morning, as if it had rained; a man riding in the night, will find his 
doaths, hair, &c. very wet in a fmall time; but there are feldom any fogs in the plains 
or fandy places near the fea. The rains there are violent, and the drops very large; 
according to the different pofitions of places, fo the rains are more or lefs violent, and 
come at different times, but generally fpeaking the great rainy feafons are in l\hy and 
OCtober; in which months, at new or full moon they begin, and continue day and 
night for a whole fortnight, fo that the earth in all level places is laid under water for 
fome inches, and it becomes 100fe for fome inches deep, and confequently the roads 
are almoft impaffable. "In the town of St. Jago de la Vega, in thofe rainy feafoBs, I 
" was forced to ride on horfeback (fays Dr. Sloane) although but from door to door, 
" to vifit the fick." And thefe feafons, as they are called, from being fit to plant in, 
are generally 10 over the whole i£1and, though they are much altereu in their time and 
violence of late years, which arifes from the clearing much of the country of wood. 
In the month of January is likewife expeCted a feafon, or rain; but this is not fo 
conftant and violent as the other two, and probably may come from the violent nOI!:.hs, 
at that time pailing over the mountains, with part of their rains with them. 

As to the produce of the iiland of Jamaica, it is not eafy to give a very clear account 
thereof in a narrow compafs; however, I ihall do the beft I can. In the firft place I 
fhall mention cocoa, of which there Hill comts more from this dun from any of our 
plantations; and as it is known to be a very rich and valuable commodity, the reader 
will probably be pleafed with a particular account of it. Cocoa gro\\'s on a tree in 
cods, green, red, and yellow, every cod having in it three, four, or five kernels, about 
the bignefs and {hape of fmall chefs-nuts, which are feparate from each other by a: 
fubftance like the pulp of a roalted apple, moderately {harp and fweet, from which its 
nuts are taken when ripe) and by drying cured. The body of a cocoa tzee is com .. 
monly about four inches diameter, five feet in height, and about twelve to the top of 
the tree. Thefe trees are very different, for fome ilioot up in two or three bodies, 
others in one; their leaves are, many of them, dead and moft difcol{)ured, unlefs on 
very young trees 1 a beal"ing tree generally yields from two to eight powlds of nuts a 
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year, and each cod contains from twenty to thirty nuts. The manner of curing. them 
is to cut them down when ripe, and to lay them to fweat three or four days In the 
c~ds, which is done by laying them in ~eapg; af~er this the cods are cut, t~e nuts 
taken out and put into a trough covered wIth plantam leaves wher~ they fweat agaIn abo~t 
fixteen or twenty days; the nuts that are on each cod are kmt together by certam 
fibres and have a white kind of pulp about them, very agreeable to the palate, as has 
been 'hinted before; by their turning and fweating, their little firings are bro~en, and 
their pulp is imbibed and mingled with the fubfrance of the nut; after whIch they 
are put to dry three or four weeks in the fun, and then ~hey become of a 
reddifh-dark colour. The cods grow out of the body, or great lImbs and boughs; 
at the fame place there are blofioms, and young and ripe fruit. It is planted firfl: 
in the night, and always under f11ade; fame fet them under caiTave~ others under 
plantain trees, and fome in the woods. The Spaniards ufed a certaIn large fhady 
plant, called by them Madre di Cocoa, the mother of cocoa; the Englifh ufe the 
others only. 

It m~fr always be f11eltered from the north-eafr winds. The people at Jamaica 
feldom tranfplant it, only when it falls, as it does often, in open, poor and dry landil ; 
for this tree requires to have a fiat, moifr, low foil, which makes them be planted 
commonly by rivers, and between mountains. It is an obfervation, that it is ill living 
where there are good cocoa walks. In a year's time the plant hecomes four feet high, 
and has a leaf fix times ~s big as an old tree, which, as the plant grows bigger, falls 
off, and a leiTer comes in its place. The trees are almofr always planted at two feet 
difrant; and fometimes at three years old, where the ground is good, and the plant 
profperous, it begins to bear a little, and then they cut down all or fame of the 
fhade. The fruit increafes till the tenth or twelfth year, when the tree is fuppofed to 
be in its prime. The root generally {hoots out fuckers, they fupply the place of the 
old frock when dead, or cut down; unlefs any ill quality of the ground, or air, kill both. 

The manner of planting them is, in order, like our cherry-gardens; they place 
a plantain by every tree, and when it is grown up it refembles a cherry-tree; 
it delights in fhade, and for that reafon has the plantain fet by it. The cocoa. 
walks are kept clear from grafs by hoeing and weeding. The trees begin to 
bear at three, four, or five years, and, did they not almofr always die before, 
would come to perfeCtion at fifteen years growth, and lafr till thirty; which 
renders them the mofr profitable tree in the world, one acre of them having cleared 
above two hundred pounds in a year; but the old trees planted by the Spaniards 
being gone by age, and few now thriving, as the Spanifh negroes foretold, little or 
none now is produced worthy the care and pains in planting and expecting it. 
Thofe flaves afcribe its not coming to perfeCtion to a fuperftitious caufe, many 
religious rites being performed at its planting by the Spaniards, which their flaves 
were not permitted to fee. But it is probable that wary nation, as they removed 
the art of making cochineal, and curing venelloes, into their inland provinces, which 
were ~he commodities of the iflands in the Indians time, and forbade the opening 
any mmes . in them, ~or fear fome maritime nation might be tempted to conquer 
them; . fu m tranfplantmg the cocoa from the Caraccas and Guatamala on the continent, 
they nug~t conceal, wilfdly, fame fecret in its planting from their flaves. 

There IS alfo more indigo produced in Jamaica, than in any other colony, by reafon 
of the great qt;a~tity. of ~avanah land, for it thrives befr in fandy ground. The feed 
[rom whe.nce It IS r~ed IS yellow and round, fomet.hing lefs than a tare. The ground 
IS made bght by hoemg; then trenches are dug like thofe our gardeners prepare. for 
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peafe, in which the feed is put about March; it grows ripe in eight weeks time, and in 
frefh broken ground will fpring up about three feet high, but in others to no more 
than eighteen inches. The fralk is full of leaves of a deep green colour, and will, hom 
its firf!: fowing, yield many crops in one year. When it is ripe it is cut and f!:eeped in 
fats twenty-four hours, then it muf!: be cleared from the firf!: water and put into proper 
cifierns, where, when it has been carefully beaten, it fettles about eighteen hours'. In 
thefe cif!:erns are feveral taps, which let the clear water run out, and the thick is put into 
bags of about three feet long, made commonly of ozenbrigs, which being hung up, all 
the liquid part drops away; when it will drop no longer, it is put into wooden boxes, 
three feet long, fourten inches wide, and one and a half deep; thefe boxes muf!: be 
placed in the fun till it is very hot, and then taken in till the extreme heat is over; this 
muf!: be done continually till it is fufficiently dried. In land that proves proper for 
indigo, the labour of one hand, in a year's time, will proJuce between eighty and one 
hundred weight, which may amount from twelve to fifteen pounds to the planter, 
if no accident happen; for indigo, as well as other commodities in thofe parts, is fub
jeCt to many; the mof!: common are blaf!:ing and worms, by which it is frequently 
deftroyed. 

Pimento is another natural produCtion of Jamaica, from whence it is called Jamaica 
pepper, alluding to its figure and the chief place of its growth; the trees that bear it 
are generally very tall and fpreading, having a trunk as thick as one's thigh. It rifes 
ftrait, about thirty feet high, is covered with an extraordinary fmooth ikin of a grey 
colour; it is branched out on every hand, having the end of its twigs fet with leaves 
of feveral fizes, the largef!: being four or five inches long, and two or three broad, in 
the middle, where it is broadef!:, and whence it decreafes to both extremes, ending in a 
point fmooth, thin, fhining, without any incifures of a deep green colour, and f!:andirtg 
on foot.f!:alks an inch long; when bruifed very odoriferous, and in all things like the 
leaves of a bay tree. The ends of the twigs are branched into bunches of flowers, 
and each f!:alk fuf!:aining a flower bending back, within which bend are many f!:amina of 
a pale green colour; to thefe follows a bunch of crowned berries, the crown being 
made up of four fmaIlleaves, which are bigger, when ripe, than juniper berries; at 
firf!:, when fmall, greenifh, but when they are ripe, black, fmooth and {hining; con
taining in them a.moif!:, green, aromatic pulp, two large feeds feparated by a membran~, 
each of which is a hemifphere, and both jbined make a fpherical feed. 

It grows on all the hilly part of the ifland of Jamaica, but chiefly on the north fide; 
and wherever thefe trees grow they are generally left f!:anding when other trees are 
felled; and they are fometimes planted where they never grew, becaufe of the great 
profit from the cured fruit exported yearly in great quantities into Europe. The 
Jamaica pepper tree flowers in June, July, and Augun, but fooner or later, according 
to their fituation and different feafon for rains; and after it flowers the fruit foon 
ripens: but it is to be obferved, that in clear open grounds it is fooner ripe than in 
thick woods. There is no great difficulty in curing or preferving this fruit for ufe; 
it is for the mof!: part done by the negroes. They climb the trees and pull off the 
twigs with the unripe green fruit, and afterwards carefully feparate the fruit 
from the twigs and leaves, which done, they expofe them to the fun, from the 
tifing to the fetting for many days; fpreading them thin on cloths, turning them now 
and then, and carefully avoiding the dews which are there very great. By this means 
they become a little wrinkled, and from a green change to a brown colour, when 
they are fit for the market; being of different fizes, but commonly of the big-nefs of 
black pepper; fomething like in fmell and tafte to cloves, juniper berries, cinnamon and 
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.pepper, or rather having a peculiar mixt fmell, fomewhat a-kin to all of them, from 
,whence it is .called all-fpice. The more fragrant and fmalIer they are, they arc 
.. accounted the better. 

It is defervedly rec~oned the beft and moll, te~perate, mild and inn?cent, of all 
fpices, and fit to come mto greater ufe, and to gan~ m~re ground than It has of ~he 
Eafl India commodities of this kind, almofl all of which It far furpaffes, by promotmg 
.the digdlion of meat, attenuating tough humours, moderately heating and flrengthen~ng 
the llomach, expelling wind, and doing thofe friendly offices to the bowels, whIch 
we expeCt from fpices, . 

The wild cinnamon tree, commonly GlJed, -though fali1y, cortex wmt~ran\ls, grows 
,in this iDand-; its trunk is about the bignefs of the piemento tree, and fIfes twenty or 
thirty feet high, having many branches and twigs hanging downwards, making a very 
.lovely top; the bark confifls of two parts, one outward and another inward.; the 
outward bark is as thin as a milled fhilling, of whitifh alh or g.rey colour with fome white 
fpots here and there upon it, and feveral {hallow furrows ef a darker colour running 
.v.ariouf1y thra-ugh it, of an aromatic talle; the inward bark is much thicker than 
cinnamon, being as thick as a milled crown piece, fmooth, and of a whiter colour than 
the outward, of a much more biting and aromatic talle, fomething like that of cloves, 
and not glutinous like cinnamon, but dry and crumbling between the teeth; the 
leaves come out near the ends of the twigs, without any order, llanding on foot-llalks, 
each of them two inches in length, and one in breadth ~ near the end where broadeft 
and rougheft, being narrow at the beginning, from whence it augments in breadth to 
near its end, of a yellowilh green colour, fhining and fmooth, without any incifures 
about its edges, and fomewhat refembling the leaves of bay. 

The ends of the twigs are branched into bunches of flowers, fianding fomewhat 
like umbels, each of which has a foot-fialk, on the top of which is a calix made up 
of fome little leaves, in which fund fiye fcarlet or purple patala, within which is a large 
llylix ; to thefe follow fo manycalyculated berries of the bignefs of a large pea, roughifh, 
green, and containing, within a mucilaginous pale green thin pulp, four black lhining 
feeds of an irregular figure; all the parts of this tree, when frefh, are very hot, 
flromatic, and biting to the talle, fomething like cloves, which is fo troublefome, as 
fometimes to need the remedy of fair water. It grows in the favanah woods, very 
frequently on each fide the road, between Paffage Fort and the town of St. Jago de la 
Vega. The bark of the tree is \yhat is chiefly in ufe, both in the Englifh plantations, 
between the tropics in the ,V eft Indies and in Europe, and is without any difficulty 
cured, by only cllttiI1g off the bark, and letting it dry in the fhade, The ordinary 
fort of people in the Weft Indies ufe it inflead of all other fpices, being thought very 
good to confume the immoderate humidity of the ftomacb, to help digeflion, and expel 
wind, &c. Rum 100fes -its difagr.eeable fmeH if mixed with this bark. 

The true cortex winteranus, for which the druggifts fell this wild cinnamon, was 
brought by Captain 'Winter, who accompanied Sir Francis Drake in his voyage round 
the world from the Streights of Magellan. . 

There is plenty of cotton in Jamaica, and it is finer than that in the Carribbee 
if1ands. The tobacco that was planted there was better than at Barbadoes' but there is 
fo little, it deferves not the name of a commodity. Very good tanned le~ther is made 
there; the tanners have three barks to tan \vith, mangrove, olive barks, and another. 
They tann better than in England; and in fix weeks the leather is ready to work into 
fh,oes. There is abundance of dyers woods, as funick, red-wood, logwood. and others; 
WIth feveral forts of fweetwoods. The ifland abounds in drugs and medicinal herbs, as 
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guaiacum, china, farfaparilla, cafiia; tamarinds, venilloes, many forts of miIrt:!to ; as alfo in 
falutary gums and roots; the plant of which cochineal is made,grows in Jamaica; 
and yet the inbabitants, for want of knowledge how to cure it, make no advantage of 
it; belides the eaft wind blafts it fo, that it feldom or never comes to maturity. 

It is not doubted but that there are copper mines in the ifland; and the Spaniards fay 
the bells of the great church at St. Ja[,)'{) were made of Jamaica metd; it is fuppofed 
there are lilver mines in it, as well as at Cuba, and on the continent; and there is a 
place in the mountains of Port Royal, or Caguag, where it is reported the Spaniards 
dug liiver, but the Englifh have not been fa happy as to find it. The Spaniards alfo 
found ambergreate on the coaft, but the Englifh have not often had that good fortune; 
yet fame years ago an ignorant fellow found 180 pound weight of ambergreafe call: 
upon the {hore, at a place called Ambergreafe Point, where the Spaniards came ufually 
once a year to look for it. This vaft quantity was divided into two parts, fuppofed by 
rolling and tumbling in the fea; fame fay it is produced from a creature, as honey 
and filk; and Mr. Tredway, who viewed this piece, writes, he Lw, in fun dry places 
in this body, the beak, wings, and part of the body of the creature, which he preferved 
for fame time; he was alfo told by a man, that he had feen the creature alive, and 
believed they fwarmed as beeR on the fea fhore, or in the fea; others fay it is the ex~ 
crement of the whale, and others, that it iifues out of the root of a tree. 

But, after all, it is the fugar cane that is the glory of Jamaica, by which the inha~ 
bitants have acquired fuch immenfe riches. It is generally [aid, that the fugal' from 
St. Chriftopher's is the beft in the Leeward If1ands; but, I think, i[ is agreed on all 
hands, that the fugar made in Jamaica exceeds that of all our plantations, though it is 
made there with much greater eafe, fince it cures faf1:er in ten days at Jamaica tban in 
fix months at Barbadoes. There were in the year 1670 up"/ards of threefcore mills 
in Jamaica, which were computed to make about two millions of pounds weight of 
fugar; but fome writers tell us, they make ten times as much at prefent; whether 
that computation be right or not, is impofIible for me to decide; but this is certain. 
that there is ground enough unoccupied in that country to mak'~ much more, Gnce 
it is an hundred and forty miles long and fixty broad; alld it contains, according to a 
moderate computation four millions of acres, of which, though there may be about 
one-fourth in which Englifh fubjeCts have property; yet, it is certain, that not above a 
fourth of that fourth is aCtually planted, and a great deal of this is employed to other 
purpofes, than that of railing fugar. It is impoffible to fay precifely what quantity 
may be made here, becaufe feafons differ, and other accidents intervene; fome have 
thought they did not rife beyond the truth, in affirming, that it produces one hundred 
thoufand hogfheads, which, though it appears a moft prodigious quantity, yet there are 
many circumf1:ances that concur to render it credible. As for the number of people in 
this ifland various computations have been made; but according to the beft accounts I 
have been able to gain, there may be at this time, feventy thoufand \"hite people 
therein, and one hundred and twenty thoufand negroes. 

We may from hence judge of the almofl: inexpreffible advantages which this ifland 
affords to Great Britain; for, as all our hiftories of Jamaica, and almoft every voyage 
thither, that has been printed, fpeak largely of the luxury and expence of all degrees 
of people there, which is a plain proof of their wealth and vaft acquifitions; fa we may 
Teft fatisfied, that whatever {hew they may make, whatever appearance there may be of 
magnificence there; yet the real produce of all their labour, and of all their commerce, 
comes over here to Britain, and maintains and enriches the induf1:rious part of our 
people; fa that there can be nothing more abfurcl or UllfG,rOIUble, than to grudge or 
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envy the people fettled there~ the g;reat f~rtur:es they acquire "lld pofie~s, or to repir:e 
at the pomp and fplendor 111 whIch they hve; ~ecaufe,. whatever It.. may b~ m 
appearance, it is perhaps an indifferent re:vard for their d\\ellmg a~ fuch a dIf!:ance from 
home, z,nd for the hazards and labours they run through to acqllIr~ fuch fortu~es, but 
this will appear much more clearly if we advert a lit.tIe to t?e fituatIOn of JamaI~a, and 
confider the vaf!: benefits that accrue Jrom thence, III all tImes, and under all CIrcum· 
1l:ances, of war as well as peace. 

As we are at prefent in the former fituation, we will treat firf!: of that. Th~re is 
conftantly in time of war a con!lderable naval force kept here, and though thIs be 
attended with a !Treat expence to the Britiili nation, yet it certainly is, or at leaf!: ought 
robe, a great c~mfort to us, that our money is fpent with our countrymen, that it in
creafes the value of their plantations, and which is ftill more to our purpofe, that, 
fooner or later, all that is fpent and circulated there, by fome channel or other returns 
hither, fo that at the long run the nation lofes nothing by the vail: charge {he is at in 
maintaining fleets upon this coaIl:. \\T e ought likewife to refleCt, that in a time of war 
there are many prizes taken and carried into Jamaica, which makes an unufual and almoIl: 
incredible plenty of filver, and is the true caufe of the dearnefs and high price of 
necelTaries in that country, all which alfo in time comes over hither; fo that when 
we hear of vafl ei1ates raifed there in a fhort fpace of time, it ought to afford us the 
high eft fatisfacrion; becaure, thofe who make thofe large fortunes, or their immediate 
defcendants, come over hither, and either veft their money in our funds or purchafe 
lands here. Thus, a ftate of war, which implies a fufpenfion of trade, produces few of 
the inconveniences th3.t ufually attend filch a fufpenfion ; becaufe in Jamaica, the very 
confeqllences of war become a kind of trade, and the wealth arifing from them takes 
the fame courfe, and runs in the very individ'ual channels that any other trade would 
do, that is, they finally enrich and tend to the benefit of the mother country. 

But, in time of peace, befides what we draw' from Jamaica; confidered barely in the 
light of a fugar plantation, we are to confider likewife whatever accrueg to the inha
bitants from their intercourfe and dealings with other people, fince whatever they gain 
is for us; and therefore, it may not in this place, be improper to fay fomething of the 
trade carried on by the Engliili at Jamaica with the Spaniards on the continent, which is 
thus managed: the merchant or mafier of the Engliili iliip bound for this voyage 
being furniihcd with a proper cargo of dry goods and negroes, commonly makes firft 
for the coaft near the harbour of Porto Bello; and in war at the Grout, within 
Monkey Key, a very good harbour, within four miles of the town; from thence it is 
ufual fo~ the merchant or mafter of the {hip to fend one who can fpeak 8panifh, as 
many of there traders do to the town, to give notice of her arrival to the dealers, who 
~ppoint the tin:e and place for the Spaniards canoe to attend them; they come accord
mgly, and havmg purchaf,:J as many negroes and as much dry goods as they think fit, 
they rctUl:n t? the tov:n, fetch the money, bring it aboard, and take the goods. Here 
fuch a ill]P ~Ies fometImes five or fix weeks trading with the Spaniards; for after the' 
firft market IS pretty well over, the dealers, who have foon information of her being on 
the coafi, ~ome fr.om Panama over the iilhmus to trade, travelling like peafants, with 
mules beanng theIr fJ}ver in jars; and if any of the king's officers meet them nothing 
appears but meal, whIch they pretend to be carrying to Porto Bello; but for the moil 
pZlrt they travel through woods and bye-ways for fear of being difcovered by thofe 
offi:-crs. \~hen th.ey ha:e bought what negroes and goods their money will purchafe, 
\yh:ch .they Jel] ag~n ,up III the country, and get very ,yell by it; the goods are made 
up III httle packs ht for ORe man to carry, and the Englifh fupply them with as much 
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provifions as will ferve them home, crofs the illhmus to the Sooth Sea, for they come 
very far off, 

A fingle familiar inllance will make all this very plain. An Englifh {hip lying 
between Chagre and Porto Novo, a fignal was given from the caille of Chagre, and {he 
anchored two miles from it. The Spaniards came to her; and one merchant bou:,-ht 
feventy negroes and a good quantity of dry goods, amounting to three or four thouf;~d 
pounds, ,vhich was brought on mules to the water fide, part gold and part [t!\"er. 
From the Grout the Englilh {hip failed to the Brew r..ear Carthagena, T,,,here {he lay to 
trade with the merchants of that city, from which it is <lbout eight miles difl:ant. The 
people Q[ the iilal~d Brew gave tkir merchants notice of her arrival, and they came and 
traded as the others did at the Grout; this trading {hip in about two months difpofed of 
one hundred and fifty negroes, and a good cargo of dry goods, by which, probably, tte 
proprietors cleared two thouLmd pounds more than w()uld have been gO( in any'othL:i" 
market; a plain proof of the very great advantage of this trade between Jamaica and 
New Spain, of which we fee the Spaniards are fo fond, that they run as great hazards 
in buying the merchandizes as the Englifu do in felling it to them. 

There is likewife in time of peace a great deal of money br01!ight into J<lmaica by the 
AiIiento trade, or fale of negroes, gr<lnted to us by the Spaniards in the treaty of 
Utrecht, which, whatever it may be in other refpeus, has certainly proved a very 
beneficial trade to that iiland. I have indeed heard fome very able and intelligent 
perfons intimate, that if inllead of erecting a lll:W company for the management of this 
trade, it had been put into the hands of one already ereued, I mean the Royal African 
Company, it had preferved that once famous corporation from falling into its prefent 
melancholy condition, as well as fecured mnch larger profits to the nation, which are 
things that deferve to be confidered before we fet in earnell about any negotiation 
with Spain, that we may indemnify ourfelves from the heavy 10fTes :md VJfl: expences 
of this war by the fruits of a folid and well regulated peace; which, \\ ithout doubt, 
may be as eafily obtained as one of a loafer and more precarious nature; it being 
the interell of the Spaniards as well as of ourfelves, to have all matters fo adjufl:ed, a~ 
to prevent not only "Wars, but difputes for the future. 

Before I quit this fubjeu I find it abfolutcly necefTary to take notice of another 
branch of trade carried on from Jamaica, which has been made the fubjeu of much 
debate; I mean the cutting of logwood in the bay of Campeachy. This matter Gil1W 

to be confidered with the utmoil care and circumfpeuion by the Board of Trade anJ 
plantations in the year 17 17, ,,:ho folemnly reported tlut we had an undouhkJ right to 
that tracie, in which the fubjeds of the crown of England had been maiutained and 
lupported by former kings, his majelly.'s royal predecefTOl:s. They obferve, tbeet 
logwood is the produu of Jucatan, a penmfula that extends Itfelf an hundred leagues 
into the North Sea, on each fide whereof are the bays of Campeachy and Honduras, 
where the \H)od is chiefly cut by the Engli{h. 

The Spaniards are pofTen:ed only of the to\\l1 of Campeachy, and t:yO n~ore fmal! 
places in this part of America, and that the rell of Jucatan was an unmhablted defart 
until our logwood cutters fettled at Cape Catoch, the north·eall promontory of 
Jucatan, or at Trill, or the Laguna de Terminos in the bay of Campeachy, before, 
or in the year 1667, when a tre~ty of peace \y~:s conc!udl:J betw~en Great Brit~in 
and Spain; and thereupon the pnvateers of JamalCa, who ufed to dillurb the Spamfu 
trade, being obliged to quit that way of life, became log~voo~ cutters, an? fettied with 
others of their (ouutrymen at Tria, and the Lake de 1 ermmos aforefald, and 'great 
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quantitIes of logwood were ·afterwards imported from thence to Old and New 

England. ., . 
They obferved that Sir Thomas Lynch, governor o~ Jam~Ica, un~er whofe dIrectIOn 

that trade was carried on, in the year 167 I, gave hlS maJefly kmg Charles II. the 
followin.T reafons for his encoaraaing this trade. I ft, That the Engh!h had then ufed 
it for divers years. 2dly, Th~t the logwood was c~t in defolat.e and uninhabited 
places. 3dly, That it ,vas a right confirmed by treaty WIth the Spamards. 4 thly, That 
thereby "Ie excluded the French and. Du~c? from that trad~. 5thly~ That the 
Spaniards had not then made any complamt 01 ~t. 6~~ly, Tha~ thIS employ~ent made 
the reducing our privateers, who ufed to comnut ho!hhtI~S agam.ft the Spamards, more 
cafy. LaiHy, that this tiade employed an hundred fall ?f !hIpS annually, and e~
cre,lfed his majefty's cuftoms, and the trade of the natIOn, more than any of hIS 
American colonies. 

Sir Thomas Modyford, the fucceeding governor of Jamaica, informed the lords of 
the privy council in the year 1672, that the Engliili logwood cutters had ufed that trade 
for three years, and that they had planted corn, and built houfes for their conveniency; 
and though they frequently hunted deer in th€ country, they had never feen a fingle 
Spaniard, or any other man in that part of the country, in all the time they had been 
there; and concludes, that their felling of wood, building of houfes, and clearing and 
planting the ground, was fuch a po£remon, as in the Weft Indies gave them an un
doubted right to the countries they thus occupied. And Sir Thomas, to juftify his 
conduct in encouraging this trade, in the year 1672 (when the Spaniards firft com
plained of it) fent home the copies of feveral depofitions he had taken from the mafters 
of fhips, and others concerned in the logwood trade, with a proclamation he had iifued 
for the regulation and fecurity thereof, as a confirmation of what he had aiferted; 
and the lords of the council thereupon let the governor know that they approved what 
he had done. 

The lords commimoners of trade further obferved, that there is a claufe in the 
abovefai,l American treaty, which provides that the ki.ng of Great Britain fua11 keep 
and poffefs, in full right of fovereignty and propriety, all places fituate in the Weft 
Indies, or any part of America, v,chich he and his fubjects were then in poifeffion of; 
and that they aCtually were then, and had been for feveral years in poifeffion of 
Trift and the Lake dt: Terminos, and feveral other places in the province of Jucatan, 
which the Spaniards be:;an to fd up a title to about this time, notwithftanding they 
enjoyed the full benefit of what Great Britain ftipulated on her part, viz. 1ft, The 
fecuring the trade or the Spanifh \Veft Indies to them; a point which had never before 
been yielded. zdly, The obliging the privateers to ceafe their depredations, whereby the 
Spaniili trade had been miferably haraifed; and this had been effeCted chiefly by the 
care of his majefty's governors, and the employing thofe people in the logwood trade. 

That in 1680 the Spaniards proceeded in a hoftile manner to difpoirefs the Englifh 
10gwood cutters of their fettlements of Trift, &c. and even of the Bland of ProvideI).ce 
a Briti!h plantation to which they had no pretence; but thefe were foon repoifeifed 
by his majefty's fubjeCts, and the logwood trade} in 1682, was greater than ever, 
and was mai?tained and carried on by the Engliili, till the treaty of Utrecht 1713 ; 
when the adJuftment and fettlement thereof came again under confideration' and it 
was ilipul~ted that only ~uch places. iliould b.e reftored to the Spaniards, as h~d been 
taken durmg the precedmg war, (m the reIgn of queen Anne), among which Trift 
could not be reckoned one, becaufe the Engli!h were in poifeilion of it many years 
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before that war commenced, and, indeed, had been in the acrual poifefiion of it from 
1699 to 171:;, except for two or three months in the year 1689, when the Spaniards 
furprized and expelled them by force. as related above. 

They farther reprefented it by a claufe in the treaty of commerce concluded in No
vember 17 13; the Am~rican treaty of 1670 is confirmed and ratified; and it was 
thereby declared that thIs fhould be underfiood to be without prejudice to any liberty 
or power wh)~h the fubjeCts of Great Britain enjoyed before, either through right, 
fufferance, or mdulgence; and the Engli!h having long enjoyed the liberty of cutting 
log:,'ood, whether t~ll'ough :ight, fufferance, or indulgence, they are by this treaty 
entItle~ ~o the fame m as plam and exprefs words as can be imagined. Then the Lords 
CommIiiloners proceeded to fhew the importance of the logwood trade to Great Britain 
by the follo~ving account of what logwood had been impo~ted fil1ce the late war: ' 

In 1713 
In 1714 
In 1715 
In 1716 

Tons. Cwt. Qrs. lb. 
218 9 15 3 22 

4848 14 3 24 
5863 12 I 14 

2°32 17 Z 0 

14935 o 3 4 

tfhis is, cOJll1lZunibus annis, 3,741 tons, which cannot be computed at lefs than 60,000 1. 
per annum, though the price is already reduced from 40 I. to 16 I. per ton; and before 
your majefl:y's f~bjeCts were fettled there it was worth 100 I. a ton. N or is this trade 
I,efs neceiElry than beneficial to your majefiy's dominions, by reafon of the great encou
ragement it gives to our feamen and !hipping, which at all times require a particular 
attention; but now efpecially, when it is daily obferved that very many Britilh mari
ners, either through defed of the laws, or for want of employment at home, or in 
hopes of !~f(:,ater adv<mtage abroad, enter themfelves into foreign fervice. 

Upon the whole, they gaY(~ it as their opinion, that fome time before and long after 
the year 1670, the fubjeCls of England were poiJ.'effed of and quietly enjoyed part of the 
<:ountry of Jucatan, uninhabited by the Spaniards, and confequently the right of Britifh 
fubjeCls to cut logwood, and even to fettle in that country, was not only certain and 
;]pparent, but was alfo fcttled and confirmed by treaty. 

This rq~refcntation is certainly more than fufficient to convince us here at home of 
our being well eFJtitled to this trade; and therefore it is a point that deferves to be 
maturely rc!1,_·(ted upon, before any new negotiation for peace with the Crown of Spain 
is commenced; for, without doubt, care ought to be taken that our right in this refpeCt 
be acknowledged and admitted, in fuch exprefs terms, that hereafter no difputes may 
arife about it, or afford pretences for fitting out guarda cofia..c; to impede and difiurb our 
navigation. \li/ e know and have heard, what high and loud complaints were made 
againfi the l\'linifiry, in the reign of Queen Anne, for not obliging the French to 
refiore Cape Breton, and for not compelling the Spaniards to make fuch conceflions in 
favour of our trade as were neceffary for the carrying it on with fafety and advantage. 
But at prefent Cape Breton is ours, and the fuperiority of our naval force in the Weft 
Indies is fo great, that it would be certainly an unpardonable omiffion :lhould there be 
any thing left to objeCt on any of thefe heads for the future. The capital trade of this 
nation at prefent, that which employs mofi !hips, mofi feamen, and mofi manufaCtures. 
is our commerce to our plantations; and therefore the fecuring, encouraging, and 
improving this commerce ought to be the principal objeCt of our ftatefmen; who, as they 
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often lay heavy burdens upon the fubjeas to carry their projea.s into executio~, fo t~ey 
are in interefl: and in confcience bound to pay the utmoft attentIon to thofe pomts whIch 
regard the filling again the purfes of thofe to whom they have conftant recourfe for the 
public fervice. . 

'23' We have now gone through this feaion, and have fhewn w heI~, how, and w~th 
what views our fettlements within this period of time were made. It IS eafy to petcelve 
from thence what prodigious advantages have been derived ~rom them to the people of 
this kingdom. If we confider that at the death of Queen ElIzab~th we h~d not a fingle 
cottage ereaed in America, and that at the time of the reftora.tIo~ .of Kmg Charles. II. 
we had fettled from Nova Scotia to the utmoft bounds of VIrgmla, befides peoplIng 
many of the Wands, it muft appear an amazing thing, The vafl: chang~ in. our circum
fiances in the fpace of fixty years, the mighty augmentation of our fillppmg, the vafl: 
increafe of our coin, and all the other certain and indubitable figns of an extended and 
profitable commerce, fufficiently prove the value and importance of our plantations; 
for I make no fcruple of affirming that we owed them all to thefe. To fay the truth~ 
the civil war which was fo ruinous and fatal to thefe kingdoms was, by the kind dif
pofition of Providence, highly ferviceable to the plantations. In the firft f~rment of 
the nation, we have feen that New England was planted and peopled as It were at 
once; and in fucceeding times, when the confl:itution was overturned, and the loyal 
nohility and gentry, who were deprived of their efiates by thofe the fortune of war had 
made their mafters, and had not even the liberty of fiarving here in peace, Virginia 
and Barbadoes were their refuge; there the wicked ceafed hom troubling, and there 
the weary were at reft. The fpirit and vigour with which they fet about improving the 
places of their exile foon changed them into habitations of delight, and where they 
looked only for a quiet and a bare fubfiftence, the bleffing of God upon their indufl:ry 
produced them vaft eftates. 

We may fafely venture to affirm, that a little after the Reftoration the fugar colonies: 
rofe to their greateft height, Jamaica only excepted. Since then the tobacco colonies 
have increafed greatly, and fo have the pread colonies likewife; for the reader is to 
obferve, that Jamaica, Barbadoes, and moft of the Leeward Iilands, arefurnifhed with 
provifions from the northern colonies, and with garden ftuff from the iilands of Ber
mudas. But it has fo fallen out, that though thefe colonies have fuch a natural depen
dence upon each other, yet complaints have arifen, and we have feen both fides appealing 
to the Britifh parliament, the one for relief, and the other for proteaion. The occa~ 
fron of thefe difputes was this: 

A bill was brought into the Houfe of Commons on the petition of the merchants and 
planters concerne~ in the Fugar c~lo~ies in the year 1731, for fewring and encouraging 
the trade o.f the fald colomes. T ne mtent where.of was to enable them to fupply foreign 
mar~e~s. wIth fugar as c?eap as the French, whIch they fuggefted might be done by 
p:ohIbItlng the ~xportatlOn of horfes, provifions, and lumber, from our northern colo
n:e.s on th~ contme?-t of America to the French and Dutch plantations, and by prohi
b:tmg the ImportatlOn of all foreign fugar, rum, and moloifes, to our northern colo
mes; for the permitting of this, they fuggefted, was giving the French and Dutch at 
leaft twenty-five per cent .. upon the wrhol~ produce of their fugar colonies, and thereby 
enabled them to afford theIr fugar at roreIgn markets cheaper than our fugar colonies 
~an. It w~s finding .them plantation neceifaries as. well as money to pay for them; that 
IS, the foreIgn colomes paId Ol:lr northern colomes for their horfes provifions and 
l,:mber, with m~lo:res and rum, ~vhich otherwife .the .French muft th;ow away a; they 
did formerly. 10 mduce the parliament to pafs thIS bIll, the fugar colonies endeavoured 
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to ihew the vafl:: importance thofe colonies are of to Great Britain, obferving that they 
pro,duced, at an average, eighty-five thoufand hogilieads of fugar annmlly at leail:, 
whIch, at ten pounds a hogihead, amounted to eight hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
This fum, or much the greateil: part of it, as they affirm, is fpent here by the feveral 
proprietors of eil:ates in the \Veil: Indies, who live in England, or is fent out annually 
in the manufach!lres of Great Britain, either direCtly to the fugar colonies or to the 
Coail: of Guinea, to purchafe negroes for the ufe of thofe colonies. 

Befides this neat produce of fugar, another vail: advantage arifing from the fugar 
colony trade is the large number of ihips and feamen employed and maintained in the 
courfe of our commerce with them; and they calculate that there are three hundred 
fail of ihips fent from Great Britain (not to mention thofe from other places) every 
year, to our fugal' ,colonies, which are navigated by about five thoufand fiye hundred 
[eamen; and that the freight from the fugars brou6'ht hither amounts to an hundred 
and feventy thoufand pounds a year; and the duties, commiilions, &c. to little lefs 
than two hundred thoufand pounds more, which upon the whole is a good one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds a year profit and advantage to Great Britain. But 
befides this confiderable article of fugal', they obferve that thefe iDands produce great 
quantities of cotton, ginger, indica, ;;tloes, &c. which are all brought to Great Britain, 
where the whole profit of all our plantation produCt: does and mull centre. They have 
been equal, they infiil:, to the mines of the Spaniih Wefl: Indies, and have contributed, 
in a particular manner, to the trade, navigation, and wealth of this kingdom. 

But at prefent they were in a very bad and languiiliing condition; their duties high, 
their planters poor, their foil worn out, and their fortifications defhoyed. They ob
ferve farther, that the F'rench fugar iDands are much larger, more beautiful, better 
inhabited, pay lefs duties, and have greater encouragement from France [han ours 
have from Great Britain. .And that if our fug;tr iDane!s, for want of being put in a 
pofl:ure of defence, {houle! either be taken, as fome have been, or moulder and come 
to ruin, it would be one of the greateil: blows this kingdom ever receiyed. It would 
then lofe the benef1t of all their proe!uCl: imported hither; it would lofe the exports of 
our woollen and other manufaCtures thither, to the amount of feveral hundred thou
fand pounds a year; it "ould lofe, in a great meafure, thtt trade to Guinea; it would 
lofttthe employing and maintaining of many hune!r~d Britiili {hips, and many thoufand 
Britifh feamen every year; and laltly, it would lofe one of the mofl: confiderable and 
main branches of our funds, the deficiency of \yhich mufl: be made good, and th(' 
wei!> ht and burthen fall on our lands here at home. 

'fo this bill, howe\'l~r, many objeCtions were made by fuch as "ere employed here 
in behalf of the northern colonies, and amongfl: them the mofl: material \\"ere thefe; 
d~, That fuch a prohibition as was defired by the bill \\"(luld put the French upon fup
plying tbemfelves with lumber from their own fettlement~, and the Britilh colonies on 
the continent would thereby lofe the trade in which many (hips and feamen were em
ployed, 2lHy, That the Britifh colonies could not take off their lumber, or fupply 
them with rum for their fiiheries, their trade "jth the Indians, and "hat they 'wanted 
in the harvefl:-tirhe. 3dly, That the refl:raining the northern colonies f~om difpo[in:~ of 
their horfes, provifions, and lumber to the French and Hollanders, mIght draw them 
imo employments prejudicial to Great Britain. 4thly, The French would difl:il their 
plolo!fes themfelves, and fupply the fijheries with rum, if the northern colonies did 
not. 5thl)', If the northern colonies did not take off the French fugars, they would 
carry them to market themfelves. 6thly, If the importation of French and Dutch rum 
and moloiles into New Eng land was prohibitcd, and they could go to no other market 
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for rum, or fell their lumber and provifions any wher~ elfe, the ~nglifh fugal' colonies, 
like other monopolies, would exaCt an unreafonable pnce fOf their rum, ~ and beat dowlI 
the price of lumber and other goods as low as ~hey ~aw fit. 7thly ~ 1 hat the ~rench 
and Dutch colonies furnifh the northern coioDles wIth money, which they bnng to 
Great Britain and layout in our manufaCtures. 8thly, That the luxury and extrava
gance of the fugar col~nies was, the occ~fion of this, declin,e. ,A~d 9thly, That ,the 
trade of the fugar coloDles was frill vaftly mcreafmg; mftancmg 111 Barbadocs? whICh, 
in the year 1730, imported twenty-two thoufand feven hundred and. fixty-nme hog
{heads of fugar into England, valued at '£340,396.; and that thIS was the neat 
profit they infifl:ed, becaufe it was admitted that the rum and moloifes of fugar plan
tations bear the charges of them; the fugal' planters therefore have no reafon to com
plain, when fo fmall an iiland as Barbadoes produced fa vaft a neat profit. 

As there is nothing can contribute more to make this fubject thoroughly underflood, 
and to point out effeCtually what the inhabitants of the colonies take to be their refpec
live interefl:s, I think it will be neceifary to add the replies or folutions given by the 
friends of the fugal' colonies to thefe objeCtions. As to the firft, That the French, if 
not fupplied from the northern colonies, would furnifh their own fettlements with 
lumber, they faid, That the French could not be fupplied with lumber from their own 
fettlements; or, if they could, it mufl: be at great charge and expence, fince the only 
places they can pretend to be fupplied from are Cape Breton and Quebec. Some 
indeed have gone fo far, and been fo extravagant, as to imagine that the French iilands 
may be fupplied with lumber from the bay of Apalachi, or the fettlement of Miilifippi ; 
but we muft confider that great fnows.are neceifary for drawing down trees to the fides 
of rivers; and likewife (upon the fnow's melting) for floating them down to the mills; 
and, if they had fnows, thefe countries do not produce any quantity of fuch kind of 
wood as is proper to work into lumber; nor have they any fuch mills, which are ex
penfive to build, and the labfmr and time required to manufaCture fuch trees into 
lumber, would make it extremely dear to the French; befides, the navigation to and 
from fuch places to Martinico, and the French iilands fo much to windward, would be 
fo difficult and long for fuch veifels as are proper to carry lumber, by reafon of the 
calms, contrary winds, and ftrong currents againft them, that fnch a projeCt would 
probably end in the ruin of the people concerned in it; which wCluld put an end to fuch 
endeavours of the French. 

As to Cape Breton, though it has the advantage of fnows, yet it has no other con· 
veniency; it produces little wood; they have few rivers, and thofe lon<ser frozen and 
fooner dried than in New England; it is thinly inhabited, and is a fma'll, and in that 
light but an inconfiderable iiland, commodious only for filhing. And as for Quebec, 
allowing all the advantages the other places want, and all that our northern colonies 
have, with refpeCt to wood and mills; yet the navigation of the river St. Laurence 
(which is praCticable only a few months in the year) is fo "ery Iona- and dana-erous 
h II h I b
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t at ate ,~m e,r l~om, tflence mUll be exceeumg dear; and though fame may think 
that thefe dithcultIes m tIme may be removed, and the navigation of the river become 
b?th fa~e and eafy, it may be wifhed ,the F:-ench had no fupply of lillmber till thefe 
dIfficulties were removed; for thofe dIfficulties muft alwavs continue from the nature 
o[ the coaft, the rocks, fhoals, a?d fa~ds in that river" an'~ from the inclemency of the 
Jill' and other natural caufes; whIch WIll make that navro-atlOn for ever unfafe. If then 
!he French c,:nnot, be ~upplied with lumb,er, or at leaft ~ot upon any reafcnable terms, 
now much WIll thIS gIve our fugar coloDles an advantage over the French? But let us 
fuppofe the utmo!t and worft that can be; that thE:Y can be fupplicd with lumber from 
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their own fettlenients; yet, "That mufl: the lumber be bought with? Not ,y;th rum 
and moloifes, but with money. So that if this prohibition of foreign rum and moloifes 
takes place, fo much will be loft to the French plantations, becaufe they can have no 
vent for their rum, as interfering ",rith brandy, the product of France. 

But what {honger argument can we have, that the trade carried on by fome of the 
northern colonies is a prejudicial trade, than the permiffion of it by the French them
felves? They undedl:and the whole compafs of trade perfeaIy welL and fl:eadily pur
fue their interefl:s; they know that their colonies either cannot be fupplied at all '\lth 
horfes, lumber, and other neceiraries, or elfe they mull purchafe them at a great 
expence; they find they have them for rum and moloifes, which is all clear gain to 
them; that they fave at leafl: twenty-five per cent. in having lumber and horfes fo con
veniently from the northern colonies; and get twenty-five per cent. by their rum and 
moloifes, which elfe would be all lofs to them; and what is more, they plainly per
ceive that this trade muil ihortly and efFectually ruin and deilroy our fugar plantations, 
by inhancing the price of ollr plantation neceifaries, and ilopping the product of our 
manufacture; however fpecious therefore the argument may be in favour of this trade, 
nothing lefs than a prohibition of horfes and lumber, as well as of foreign fugar, rum, 
and moloifes, will be of any real fervice or benefit to the fugar colonies. 

For if you allow them to carry lumber, what muil they have in exchange for it but 
fugar ? And how will it be poffible, on fa long a coail: as feven or eight hundred 
miles, as that of thofe northern colonies, where there are fo many bays, creeks, and 
rivers, and fo few officers to prevent the running of thefe goods, let your penalties be 
never fa fl:rict. But it may be faid, perhaps, that France will allow them to carry their 
rum to their own fettlements on the Continent; but that is altogether as improbable and 
as unlikely as that we ihould fuffer Ireland to fupply our plantations with woollen 
manufactures. Thofe colonies there are abundantly fupplied with brandy from France, 
very cheap, and which is a fpirit much better liked, and what they have been 
ufed to. 

As to the fecond objection, that the Engliih fugar colonies cannot take off the lumber 
they h~ve, or fupply t~~m with ,the rum they ~vant, they an,fwe,red, if t~e trade a?d 
llclVlgatlOn from the Bnt~ih colomes on the ~o~tment, ~? the forCl(j~ co~om?s, be preJ u
dicial to the fugar coloIlles and to Great Bntam, and It the refiramm,t.; It \\Ill effectually 
diilrefs the French in the fugal' trade, it ought tu be prohibited, thou;.;h fome few traders 
ihall fuffer hardihips and inconveniency by it. As to difpofing of their lumber, the 
fugar colonies have more re,afon to apprehend that ,they ihall find a wa~1~ of it, than th<,t 
the New England people wIll have much u~on theIr hands; at leail, It what they fay 
be true and founded in faa. For we have tor many years been alarmed with fcarcity of 
lumber in New Eno-land, and we have felt the eiJeEts of it in the advanced price we have 
paid for it for fome

b 

time, upon this pretence. Thofe who "ere principally concerned 
there, in the lumber trade, complamed lafl: year, 1730, of the great want of oak and 
fir near the rivers on which their faw-mills f1:and; and as they are refl:rained by feveral 
aas of parliament from cutting the king's trees, they will hardly be ~ble to fupply us 
long with lumber, of private pr?perty, ~t a~~ reafonable rate, w~Ich deferves con
fideration. The other part of thIS obJeaIon, 1 hat our fugar colomes are not able to 
fupply them with a fuffi,cient qu~ntity o~ ru~n, is as groundlefs ~s the form~r. ~ gen
tlem<1U of Jiil:inC1ion, of St. Chnfiopher s, mformed the comnuttee, that himfelt made 
two thouLmd gallons of rum a year, but that if he had encouragement he could make 
twenty thoufand gallons,; and the other gentlemen of St. Chriil:opher's, ~ eV,is, and 
MontiCrrat, who made httle or no rum now, could make a very great quantIty, if there 
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relieved in a point fo very prej~dicial to them, as well. as to the malt fpirits of Great 
Britain ,,,ith \\hich their fifhenes were formerly fupphed. _ 

To {he 5th, That if the northern colonies did.not take off the French fugars, they 
would carry them to other markets themfelves; It was anfwered, the French do already 
carry many fug~rs to foreign ~narkets; if fo, they may fell to a.dvant<lg:, and the fur. 
plus which foreIgn markets \nll not take off, goes to our northem colomes ~o purchafe 
what is abfolutely neceiTary for them, and what they' cou.ld n~t have convemently !r~m 
any other place; but even here the pr~fit ~f the freIght IS gamed not .by Great ~ntam, 
but by the northern colonies only; whICh IS a very fn:all adva~tage 111 companfon of 
the damage done by this means to our fugar colu~lIes, ef~€cIall~ as the Frenc~ can 
afford their fugars cheaper than ours, and as the hIgh dutIes paId fo! fugars III our 
plantations, make it impollible for us to vend any to the northern colomes. 

To the next objeCtion, Th:1t if the importation of French and Dutch rum a?d 
molaifes was prohibited, and they could have none but what they bought of the Eng1rfh 
fugar'if1ands, or fell their lumber and provii!ons any where elfe, then the E~glifh i{]an~s 
would fet what price they pleafed upon theIr rum, and beat down the prIce of theIr 
lumber and other goods as they thought fit; it was anfw'ered, if the cafe was as the 
objection ftates it, the Britilh fugar colonies would be only upon a level with New 
England; for, as that place is the only market from whence lumber is imported to the 
fugar colonies, New England, by a parity of reafon, is a monopoly of the lumber 
trade, and therefore does exad ill the price of its lumber. But this is not, nor ever 
can be the truth of the cafe, either with regard to New England or the fugar colonies; 
for as in a place of fuch E'xtent as New England, where the lumber trade is carried on 
by a multitude of people, with a view to each trader's feparate intereft, a monopoly of 
lumber cannot properly be made; fo in the fugal' colonies that lie at a vaft difranee 
from, and are rivals to each other, by the production of the fame commodities, a mo-: 
nopoly is impracticable. The New England traders have no leis than fix Britifh Wands 
to go to for rum and molaires; each of thefe if1ands is as independent on the other in 
its polity as dif1:ant in fituation. There is little or no intercourfe, and lefs commerce, 
between thofe of them which are fituated the neareft, and no intercourfe at all between 
the remoteft of thefe Wands; becaufe the produce of them all being the fame, there 
can be no exchange of commodities, and confequently no commerce or intercourfe. It 
follows, therefore, where there is no intercourfe there can be no combination, no mono· 
poly. On the contrary, each iiland ~s a rival to its neighbour, producing the fame 
commodities, and will in common prudence ufe all proper means to have its full fhare 
of trade; to which end nothing can be more conducive than to fell its produce at the 
cheap eft rate pollible. 

As to the feventh objection, that the French and Dutch colonies furnifh our northern 
colonies with money, which they bring to Great Britain, and layout in our manufac
tures,. they anfwered, That there .1S .no money among the French and Dutch fugar 
colol1!2s. How therefore they can brmg money from places where there is not enough 
for. the common ufes of life amon~ the inhabi~ants, is a paradox ,,,hich they muft ex. 
plam before the world WIll take It upon theIr word. If then that afTertion be not 
~ounded on truth, it follows that. t~ey do ~ot layout money brought from thefe places 
111 ~hc manufactures of Great Bntam;. t~ell· traffic fo: fi.ili in t~e Streight:;: (a trade in 
whic~ they have ~upp~anted Great Br~talIl) may furmfh them WIth money, but we deny 
that iuch money IS laId out by them 111 the manufactures of Great Britain. On the 
contrary, it is to be prefumed, that their money is laid out with the French and Dutch 

in 



OF THE ENGLISH IN ArilERICA. 333 

in Europe for Eaft India goods, French filks, and other foreign commodities: .ror, as 
it appears by their own evidence, at the bar of the Haufe of Commons, they :mport 
fuch ~ares into New England; and we muft fuppofe they pay for them in money ur 
fifl1, till they can prove that lumber is a valuable commodity in France and Holl:.nd. 
But fuppofing [he New England people do layout their produCt of fiili in Britiili 
manufatlures, is that a fufficient compenfation to Great Britain, for robbing her of the 
fi£h trade to the Streights? Do not the New England people, by their confeilion, 
acknowledge by implication, that they reap the profit of it both in navi?;ation and trade 
~p the Streights, which ufed to be enjoyed by Great Britain itfelf? What advantage is 
It to Britain to have this money laid out in her manufaCtures? \Vould it not be a far 
greater to be the carrier of thefe .manufaCtures to the Streights, and to bring home this 
money in her own £hips, navigated by her own failors ? 

The inhabitants of the fugar colonies, it is faid, are very rich and very luxurious. 
That the product of thefe colonies are of the richeft fort, and a mine to Great Britain, 
is allowed, and has been fully proved; but that the proprietors of the foil and manu
faCtures are far from being rich, is evident from the proofs already made to the par
liament, that they do not clear five ihillin)!,s for every hundred pounds weight of fugar 
they make. This the New England traders would think but a moderate profit upon 
one of their fhort voyages; but it is too much for an inhabitant of the fugar colonies, 
who runs infinitely more riik in the heat of the torrid zone, does the duty, and is liable 
to run the hazard of a camp in the time of war, and in time of peace live the hardeft life 
of all the inhabitants under the fun. That this is truly the cafe of the planters in the 
fugal' colonies, all mankind that are acquainted with them will atteft; but it may be 
evinced from the nature of the Weft Indian eft ate itfelf, which is fubjeB: to ruin by the 
French, to fire from the combufiible nature of the fugar-canes, which are its produB: ; 
from the n:ft expence of materials and edifices for making fugar and rum, and ii-om the 
like expence in negroes, cattle and mules; from the rilk of mortality in this part of their 
property, which is always half the value of a well fettled plantation: and !amy, the 
expence of feeding, the care, anxiety, and prudent condua of governing two or three 
hundred negroes, with ftriCt juftice and humanity, and with advantage to himfelf, is the 
fratron of a planter; and is not this aftation that requires as much fortitude,indufiry, and 
economy, as catching fiili, or buying {kins from the Indians of New England? In iliort, 
without a good iliarc of all the qualifications neceifary to conduct an affair, the moft com
plicated in its nature, furrounded with difficulties and hazards, and in which the niceft 
economy and order muftbe obfe-rved, it is impofiible a planter iliould reap any profit 
from his eftate; therefore, if planters are rich, they muft be the beft economiits, :md the 
moft indufhious men in the world, and therefore deferve what they acquire. 

To the ninth objeCtion, that the trade of the Englifh fugar colonies is at prefent vafUy 
profitable; for the little ill and of Barbadoes in the year 1730 imported twenty thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty nine hogf11eads of fugar, of which they made "£340,396. clear 
profit. It is admitted to be true, when rum and molaifes bear a' reafonable price; 
then a plantation may, \vith the niceft economy, pay its own charges out of thoIe 
articles. But if the New England traders take rum from foreigners, and molaifes to be 
diftiJled into rum by themfelves, then the rum and molaifes will be fa far from bearing 
fuch a charge, that on the contrary, they will bear no price at all; but the molafl"es 
muft be given to the hogs, as the French ufed to do, until New England taught them 
how to make a better profit of it. Have not then the Barbadians reafon to complain? 
By the afiiftance of the New _England tradel:s the French now have .that great advan
tacTe and the French plantauons are now lllcreafed above one thIrd of the annual o , 
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We have fpent a great deal of time indeed in furveying thus far the Englifh polfef
fions in the Weft Indies; bur in a work of this nature time could not well be fpent 
better; they are, if I m~y be allowed the expreffion, the paci~c co?quefts of ~his 
nation. Territories acqUIred, and for the moft part, at leafi, acqUIred WIthout fheddmg 
blood, \"hich {hews that induftry is as capable of rendering a nation powerful, as a 
thirft of war' and that a martial is not a more noble than a trading fpirit. What is 
gained by on~ war is frequently loft by another; and even while it is kept, the expences 
created by a difputed title are greater than the value of the poifeffion; but what 
becomes ours, by this method of planting, remains always ours, and paifes without 
debate to our pofterity, the very power by which we acquire it fecures its continuance, 
and the longer we hold fuch acquifitions the more valuable they arp. rendered, and 
the more effeB:ually annexed to our empire. They are out-works well garrifoned, 
which yet put us to little or no expence; they are diftant dominions, and yet clofely 
connecred to us by the commerce which theytreate; they are continually drawing people 
without prejudice to their mother country, becaufe the more populous they grow the 
greater their demands from hence, confequently the quicker our trade here, which 
will always bring over hither people from other . countries. 

We may therefore fafely affirm, that nothing can be of fuch confequence to 
Britain as the improvement of her colonies; and which, at the fame time, is a confi
deration that muft powerfully recommend this to our attention, that it lies wholly in 
our poi,ver. We may be difappointed in our views, with refpecr to other branches of 
trade, by the intrigues of our enemies, or from the want of a right difpofition in our 
friends, but with regard to this great branch of our commerce, nothing can injure, 
nothing can difappoint us, nothing can abridge or defeat our fucceifes therein, if we are 
not wanting to ourfelves. We can, from our plantations, bring moft of thofe com
modities that are requifite for the fupport of our foreign commerce; and this is, as 
well, or rather better, than if we had them here at home; we can, from our colonies, 
fupply ourfelves with thofe neceifaries, for want of which only foreigners could 
diftrefs us, fuch as iron, plank, hemp, pitch and tar, and if we fo pleafed there are 
few things we might not fetch from our plantations; fince, it is certain, that indigo, 
cochineal, and filk, might be had from our fouthem colonies, and many things from 
tlUr northern fettlements, that have never been fa much as talked of, but might be 
eafily difcovered, ifmen well verfed in minerals and metals werefent thither. In a word, 
the plantations were an honour of the lafi age, and it fhould be our fiudy to make 
them the glory of this. 

CHAP. 
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C HA PTE R Ill. 

AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE BRITISH SETTLEMENTS IN AMERIC.\, 

FROM THE RESTORATION OF KING CHARLES II. TO THE REVOLUTIO~:. 

I. A fuccin8 Account of commercial Affairs at the King's Return, and of the 
Circu17?flances that fa·voured the fottling new Colonies .-2. The State of the Country now 
called Carolina, from the Time of its Jilft Difcovery to the granting of it to the Lords 
Proprietors by King Charles !I. and thence to the Surrender of that Patent'-3' A 

./hort Defcription of the Country of Carolina, and the principal Places in that Colon),.-
4· An Account of the Produce, People, Commerce, Shipping and Importance of this 
Colony to the Britijb Nation'-5. The Grant of the !Jland of Antego to Lord Trilkughby, 
tbe plmzting tbat !f1and, its Produce, Commerce and Sbipping.-6. Tbe Conquefl of 
Nova Belgia from the Dutch, tbe Grant of that Country to tbe Dille of York, wbence is 
derived its prifent Name if New York, and a Defence if our Title to tbat Plantation.-
7· An Account of tbat Country, its Situation, Climate, and Produll.-8. Of its Trade, 
Interefls, and Importance to Great Britain'-9' 'The Grant of tbe' Eajl and Wtjl JerJeys 
to foveral Proprietors, and the Extent, Produ8 and Trade of tb~rc Plantations.-
10. Tbe Settlement of the !Jland of New Providence and the Baballla !f1ands, their 
prifent Situation, and the Advantages that may be expe8cd from them.-I I. An 
Account 0/ the Charter granted to the Huijon's Bay Company for facilitating the Dif
co'very of a Nortl~-wefl Pa/fage, and of tbe Settlements that have been made under it.-
12. The Motives upon wbich were founded tbe Grant of the noble Country of Pen-

fylvania to William Penn. Efq. by King Charles JI.-13' An Account of tbe Extent, 
Climate, Soil, Produce, and State of that fiouriJhing Colony. -14. The Commerce, 
IntereJls, and Importance of Penfylvania to Britain.-IS. Remarks and O!:fervationa 
on tbe foregoing Events. 

I. AT the time King Charles II. returned to the poffeffion of his dominions, the 
nature of trade and the importance of the plantations were generally underilood, 

and by very few better than the king himfelf, who had a head mighty well turned for 
the comprehending whatever related to maritime affairs; had improved his notions on 
that fubjeet in Holland, and had converfed much with perfons of quality and charaeter, 
who had found it neceffary to feek {helter from their enemies in thofe parts of the 
world. We need not wonder, therefore, that [oon after the Reitoration various 
fchemes were fer on foot for enlarging, and effeetually peopling the colonies alreacy 
planted in America, as well as for fettling new colonies in fuch places as were not 
already occupied by our own or any other European nation. The king was advifed by 
fame, and folicited by others, to grant charters to new colonies from various motives. 
Prince Robert, or as we ufually call him, Prince Rupert, Duke of Cumberland, who 
had fpent fome years in America, had great notions of raifing a naval ftrength there, 
(:apable of diilreffing the Spaniards, and of obtaining a fuare of the gold and filver 
they bring from thence. He was likewife perfuaded, that there were very rich mines 
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in Florida, and W2.S therefore for promoting, at any rate, difcoveries an~ fettlem~~ts in 
that count~y; thef:arl of Clar~ndon,Lo,rd A{hley, and feveral others of hI~ firfl n:llmftry, 
confidered things m a very ,dlffere~lt hght: they thoug~t, ~hat plantatIOns mIght, be 
made ufeful drains for carrymg oft warm 2.nd turbulent iplflts; an~ that by grantmg 
liberty of confcienc: the~e ~o all the different f~c1s who were re(tramed at home, t,hey 
might fecure peace m ~ntalI:, and at the fan:e time procure vafl profit from Amenca: 
for it was a fettled maXIm vnth them, • that ll1duflry was the beft cure for enthufiafm ; 
\';h:ch experience {hewed was extremely well ~ounJl'd., , _ 

There were fome other reafons that cont nbuted not a lIttle to render projects of 
this nature acceptable to the king; for at that time there were numbers of people 
that wwted fome enablifhment of this kind for their fupport, and whom it '.vas much 
eafier to difpofe of in this manner, than to find means of rendering them eafy and 
conteDt at home. As, for inflance, multitudes of royalifls who were undone by the 
war, and who feeing the fuccefs that had attended the planters in Virginia and Barba
does, were better pleafed to feek new fortunes in the V.l eft Indies, than to continue 
in a flate of indigence and neceffity in England. Many like wife of the army that had 
been lately difbanded, were alfo inclined to take the fame method for obtaining a 
comfortable fubfiflance; and were not afraid of danger and fdtigues abroad, to which 
they had been long inured at home. There were a third fort of people who, either 
from a difdft'eCtion to the government then newly re-eflablifhed, or for fear of being 
called to an account for what they had done in former times, were very willing to 
tranfport themfeh'es into thefe diftant parts of the king's dominions, that they might 
have a chance of raifing eflates there, and at the fame time be fecure from any after 
reckonings for what, during our long fcene of public confufions they had been doing 
here: we need not wonder therefore, that as foon as the government was a little 
feteled, many propofals {hould be made for gratifying the friends to the government, 
who had very high pretenfions to the royal f"vour, v/ith grants in America, which 
coft the crown nothing, and which afforded probable means of- inriching particular 
perfons at the fame time that it open3 a fure and certain means of extending the 
power, increafing- the trade, and augmenting the we~;lth of the nation. We may add, 
that befides all thefe reafons, expeclients, and adv"ntages, there were likewife fome 
of neceffity; for it was evident even to fuch as were no great politicians, that if fome 
meafures were not taken to prevent it, the Dutch and other foreigners, would infallibly 
fix themfelves in thofe countries which belonged of r:ght to this crown, and which had 
been hitherto ne;:r;lected; and -therefore it was very wifely judged, that the plantations 
firft iettled, fhould be in thofe parts of the continent that were in moft danr:rer of falling 
into the hands of other nations. 0 

Up~n thefe confiderati~ns? therefore, th~ admini~ration liflened very willing!y to a 
propoial that \'~'as made mthm two ye~rs aite: the kll~g was reftored, tor plantmg the 
country now know1: by, t~~ name O! Carolma; W,hlCh feemed the more worthy of 
bt'm:;, fecured, ~s l}mg mdliputably m the fineft clImate in the world; and thereby 
pror;llfing the lllgheft aclvantages to th:\t European nation which fhould fettle and 
cultivate it. Neither was it atall improbable, that when the property of this country 
",-'_~S once fixed by a charter from the crown, and large privileges offered to fuch as 
w~uld go thit,her and fettle, it might be very foon peopled; fince amongft the many 
thmgs tor w?lCh that country w~s u~doubtedl~ ~t, they were likely to fall upon fome
w~J:::.t tbt mIght fuppm',t and ma,I~tam them; I,t IS true that ma?y things were given out 
of the cGuntry at that tIme, WhICll have ~~t hItherto been venfied by experience; but 
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then, ;}s we {hall {hew hereafter at large, it feems to be rather imputable to the want of 
induftry and application in the inhabitants, than to any defeCt in the foil or climate: 
but to have juft notions of this, and from thence to form a right idea of the value of this 
noble country, than which the globe affords not abetter, it is neceilary that we fhould 
~nter int~ a few particulars, that we may thoroughly apprehend by what right we poffefs 
It; how It came to be abandoned by another nation that feized it while unoccu?ied by 
us; af~er what m~nn~r our firft plantations were made; what great changes h::lye hap
pened III the confhtutlOn of the colony; the ftate it is in at prefent; the beneats which 
Great Britain reaps from it, and what reafonable hopes there are, that it may yet turn 
more to our advantage. Of all which heads we !hall treat as clearly and as concifely as it 
is pomble. 

2. The country of Carolina is part of tlnt vaft region of North America which was 
formerly comprehended under the name of Florida, a name beftowed by John Ponce 
de Leon, in the Year 15 I 2; of whofe adventures and difcoveries we hayc already 
fpoken largely: He advanced, however, no farther northwards than the river of 
St. Matheo, and therefore it is plain, that the Spaniards never had any juft title to 
Carolina: But it is, however, very true that they flattered themfelves, that his having 
touched upon this continent, gave them a right to it; which notion, if well founded, 
would give us a better right, fince Sebaftian Cabot had been feveral years before on 
the northern coaft of this very country, though it is doubtful whether he advanced fo 
far fouth as St. Matheo. The Spaniards, who deiired to fecure it to themfdvl's eight 
years afterwards, fent Vafquez de Ayllon to make a farther difcovery of it: He came 
upon the north coaft, and called the north-north-weft river by the name of Jordon. 
He did nothing except inviting many of the natives on board his !hips, where, when he 
had got them, he hoifred fail, and carried them into miferable bondage. In the year 
J 526, Charles V. Emperor of Germany and King- of Spain, fent Pamphilio Narvaez to 
Florida, who ftaid fo long in the fouth-weft part of this country, which is the mofl: 
barren, that his people eat one another, his Cf('\\' having fpent their provifions. Ten 
years afterwards, Ferdinando Soto .came hither in fearch of gold and filver mines, 
having a little army of nine hundred foot and five hundred horfe. Himfelf and three 
parts of his faldiers died through want, by ficknefs, and the Indians, and the reft, were 
led back by Lewis Mofcos to New Spain, though not without great difficulty, the 
natives Fetting upon them feveral times in their march, and killing all that fell into 
their hands. This unfortunate and expenfive expedition fo difcouraged the 
Spaniards, that for feveral years they made no more attempts in thofe parts, and 
indeed they fearched no farther than that part of the continent which lies oppofite to the 
gulph of New Spain, and not within, and beyond the Streights of Bahama, which is 
the moft fertile and rich, abounding in many valuable commodities. 

The French perceiving the Spaniards negleCted this long traCt of land, Admiral 
Coligny, in the reign of Charles IX. procured two of the king's !hips to be fent thither; 
the command of which he gave to Jean Ribaut, who, after a yoyage of two months, 
arrived at the River Dolphin, between that of St. Mathea and that of May; lying 
about the 30th degree. Th~ next river to that of May he called the Seine, the next 
to that, the Somme, then Loire, then the Charente and Garonne, at the mouth of 
Albemarh: River, then called the Great River. The port being fafe and commodiolls, 
he built a fort, which he called Charles Fort, and gave it the name of Port Royal, in 
32 degrees, bordering on Virginia, now North Carolina, where the firft fettlement 
\\ ,lS made by any European nation. The civil \var raging in France, Ribaut's foldiers 
mutinied for want of fupplies; the natives, it i~ true, were very kind to them out of 
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hatred to the Spaniards; but they could not furniGl them with many necetfaries that 
they wanted ; and the adrpiral was. fo engaged i~ politics ~t home, that h.e had ~ot 
leifure to provide for the wants of hIS colony, fa RIbaut, ha~mg .made fome. dIfcovenes, 
in the north-eaft part of Florida, returned to France; and m hIs return hIS company 
were reduced to fuch extremity, that they killed and eat one of their own men, and 
probably would have dot;e fa by.others, had ~hey not accid.entally met with an. Engliih 
:lhip i the mafter of whIch furmfhed them WIth ~ome provIfions. A peace ~emg con
cluded two years after in Franse, between the papIfts and the pro~eftants, Cohg~y, who 
was then in favour at court, procured other {hIpS to be fent to thIs country, whIch was 
now called Carolina, from Fort Charles, as that was from the French king. 

The command of thofe fhips and men on board, was given to Lewis Laudoner, who 
was ordered to carryon the fettlement. He arrived here the 20th of June, 1564, with 
three fhips, and was kindly received by the inhabitants; but could find no gold or 
filver, though he fpent much labour and time about them. His provifions being almoft 
all gone, and the natives either unwilling or unable to fumifh him with more, Laudoner 
ref~lved to return alfo to France; and as he was preparing to depart, Jean Ribaut 
arrived with three fhips, which had fa good an effeCt on the Indians, that they feemed 
to be as welcome to them as to the French : The Kings of Homoloa, Servaratri, 
Almacam, Malica, and Cafhi, waited upon Ribaut to congratulate his arrival, and pro
mifed to conduCt him to the Apalachian mountains, which part Carolina from Virginia. 
The French conceived great hopes from this fettlement, but all vanifhed on the arrival of 
the Spaniards, who with a fquadron of fhips and land forces drove the French out of 
their forts, killed Ribaur and fix hundred men, after having given them quarter, and 
obliged Laudoner, with a few of his countrymen who remained alive, to return to France. 

The French king was lefs moved with this outrage committed on his fubjeCts, becaufe 
they were proteftants; and indeed, it is thought, Coligny intended by this fettlement 
to fecure a retreat for himfelf and his brethren of the reformed religion in cafe they 
were conquered in France. Peter Melanda commanded the Spaniards, who diilodged 
the French, and fa provoked the Indians, by his cruelty and injuftice, that they were 
very ready to revenge themfelves when opportunity offered, as it did not long after. 
For Captain de Gorgues, a French gentleman, at his own coft, fitted out three ftout 
{hips, and with two hundred and eighty men failed to Carolina, where he took the fort, 
and put the Spaniards therein all to the fword. They had built two other forts, which 
he eafily reduced, and ferved the garrifons as he did that of Fort Charles; he demolifhed 
them, and was ailifted by the kings of Homoloa and Servaratri. The French travelled 
into the dominions of the Great King of Apalacha, near the mountains, where they 
converted many Indians to Chriftianity. Thefe Indians were more civil than thofe to 
the northward, their lung's dominions larger, tind their manners, in a great meafure, 
refembled thofe of the Mexicans, from whom they were thought to be defcended. We 
do not find that Monfieur de Gorgues made any fettlement here, or that the Spaniards 
endeavoured to recover the country, which from the year 1567 lay deferted by all 
European nations until the reign of King Charles U. of England. 

In the year 1622 feveral Englifh families flying from the Maifacres of the Indians in 
Virg;inia and New England, ,:ere driven upon thefe coafts and fettled in the province of 
Mahca near the head of the flver of May, where they became a kind of miffionaries 
amo~g the Malic.ans and Apalachites. The king of the country is faid to have been 
baptIzed; and III the year 165~, Mr. B~igftock, an Englifhman, went to Apalacha, 
where he ,~as hon.ourably entertamed by hIS countrymen, who ,vere there before him, 
and from his relatIOn of the country ours is taken. 
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Such was the fituation of things, and it had been abandoned by the French for near 
Qne hundred years, when king Charles the Second made a grant thereof, bearing date 
March 24, 1663, to Edward Earl of Clarendon, then Lord High Chancellor of 
England, George Duke of Albemarle, William Lord Craven, John Lord Berldsy, 
Anthony Lord Afhley, Sir George Carteret, Sir William Berkley, and Sir John 
Colliton, from the north-end of the ifland called Luck. Wand, which lies in the 
Southern Virginia Sea, and within 36 de;:;rees of north latitude, and to the wefl:, 
as far as the South Seas, and fo foutherly as far as the river San Matheo, which borders 
on the coaft of Florida, and is within :5 I degrees of north latitude, and fo wefl:, in a 
diretl: line, as far as the South Seas aforefaid, with all royal fiilieries, mines, power of 
life and limb, and every thing neceffiiry in an abfolute propriety, paying a quit-rent of 
twenty marks yearly. Thefe proprietors afterwards obtained another grant, \vhich 
fomewhat varied the bounds of the province, by fixing its northern frontier at Carotoch 
River in 36 degrees 30 m~nutes north latitude, and extending it to the latitude of 29 
degrees to the fouth, within which bounds both the Carolinas and the ne\', province of 
Georgia are included. 

The plan of government for this new colony was {huck out by that great f1:atefman, 
Anthony Earl of Shaftfbury, and digefl:ed into form by the famous Mr. John Lock; fo 
that great expeetations were raifed by it. But without entering into a long detail upon 
this fubjetl:, it is fufficient to fay, that how fair foever it might appear in theory, it was 
found by experience impoiIible to carry it into pratl:ice; fo that after fl:ruggling \Tith the 
inconveniences produced by it for about fixty years, to the prejudice of the planters and 
proprietors; the only remedy that could at lafl: be found, was to get rid of this fine fpun 
conf1:itution, in which it was pretended all the errors of our own were cured, and to put 
the province under the proteetion and into the hands of his majel1y, which was accord
ingly done; and this remedy has anfwered all the ends that could be expetl:ed from it in 
fo few years. 

This furrender was made by the proprietors to Edward Bertie, Samuel Harfy,. Henry 
Smith, and Alexis Clayton Efqrs. in trufl: for the crown. The proprietors, in their 
own right, or in trufl:, were then Henry Duke of Beaufort, \Villiam Lord Craven, 
James Bertie Efq. Doddington Greville Erq. Henry Bertie Efq. Mary Danfon, Eliza
beth More, Sir John Colliton, John Cotton, and Jofeph Blake Efqrs. who were pof
feifed of feven-eighths of the propriety of the province, and fold it to the crown for 
17,5001. Each proprietor, who had a whole {hare, having 2,5°01. The outf1:anding 
quit-rents, and other incomes, due to the proprietors from the people of the province 
amounting to fomewhat above 9,0001. alfo were fold LO the crown for 5,0001. which 
was paid to the above mentioned proprietors after the fale and furrende'r bad been con
firmed by a particular aet of parliament, in the year 1728, entitled, "An aCl:: for 
" ef1:abliiliing an agreement with feven of the lords proprietors of Carolina, for furrender 
" of their title and interef1: in that province to his majefl:y." It will appear by the fol
lowing claufe in the atl: of parliament, that the remaining one-eighth of the propriety, 
and arrears of quit rents aforefaid, were referved to the right honourable John Lord 
Carteret, now earl of Granville, " Saving and referving al'l.l'ays to the faid John Lord 
" Carteret, his heirs, executors, adminif1:rators, and ailigns, all fuch eftate, right, 
" title, &c. to one eighth-part cf the faid province or territories, and to one-eighth 
" part of all arrears, &c." 

In confequence of the powers granted to his majefl:y by this atl:, he has ever fince ap
pointed governors of North and South Carolina, and there is a great profpeet of its 
becoming a purchafe highly beneficial to the crown, which will, however, in a great 
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meafure depend on the capacity and conduCt of the governors they fend thither, v.:ha 
ought to have true notions of the interefl:s o~ king and people, and a ~rmnefs ?f mmd 
equally capable of refifl:ing .flattery and defplfi.ng ~Jamour, to b.oth which he WIll be as 
much C'xpofed in thefe, as m any other countr~es m the ,:'orlcl, If fi~om ~.-hat has already 
paiTed, \'ie may form any judgment of what wIll happen 1I~ fucceedmg tIme~. . 

3. After having given the reader an account of the tlmc and manner m whIch we 
hecame poiTeiTed of this colony, and the means by. which its governn:e~t has been 
changed finee it ,vas fettled, we are next to enter lllto .an exacr. defcnptlon of th.e 
t:Ountrv itielf, that the reader may be the better able to Judge at the value of thIs 
plantation, and of the certainty of thofe rules, for determining the befl: climates, and 
the commodities that may be expeCted, either from the bounty of nature, or the 
indufl:ry of the inhabitants; with refpeB: to \\hich, more rational hopes could fcarce be 
formed of any ph::e in am poiTeilion, or, indeed, of any European nation in America, 
than of this; which, in point of fitnation, as I have hinted more than once, is as happy 
as could be wifhed, and in that refpecr certainly merits the reader's particular attention. 
Carolina is iltuC1ted between the extremes of heat and cold, but the heat is marc 
,troublefome in fummer than the cold in winter, their winters being very fhort, and their 
frofty mornings frequently fucceeded by \n.rm days. The air is, for the moft part, 
Jerene and clear, both in fummer and winter; yet they have their winter rains, and 
fometimes very heavy {howers about midfummer ; and efpecially if the wind changes 
fuddenly from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, for then it blows exceeding cold, and 
.brings di1l:empers on thofe who do not takp care to guard againfl: it ; but the country is 
generally healthful, where people live regularly, and nfe any precaution: Thofe, indeed, 
who after a hot day expofe themfelves to the cool breezes of the evening, ufually feel 
the effeB:s of it, as others do that indulge their appetites in eating fruit, and cl.rinking 
perniciolls liquors to excefs. 

They are fubjeB: to hurricanes as well as the Caribbee Iflands, but thefe do not 
happen every year; and fometimes are fo favourable as not to do much mifchief in 
fLven years. There was a very terrible one which happened in the year 1729. This 
Frovince is now divided into North and South Carolina; and, as we have before 
fhewn, the country now known by the name of Georgia is alfo within the original 
Emits of this colony. At prefent we fhall concern ourfelves only with the two firft men
tioned provinces, intending to fpeak more of the laft in its proper place. North 
Carolina is bounded by Virginia on the north, the ocean on the eafi, by a line drawn 
in 34 degrees from the ocean to the mountains on the fouth, and by that part of Florida, 
poiTeifed by the Indians, on the weft, and is fubdivided into fourteen townfhips or 
pa~ifhes. But there is not one t:)\vn or church, as I can learn, in the country; and 
1t IS but very lately that the fOClety for the propagating the gofpel has fent itinerant 
l?~ea~her~ amon~fl: them. South Carolina is divided from North Carolina, by the above
!cud Imagl?ary lme on t~e north, by the ocean on the eaft, by the r;ver Savannah, which 
feparates It from GeorgIa, on the fouth, and by the country of the Indians on the weft 
being fubdivided into fourteen parifhes or townfhips, each of them having a good church 
of brick or timber. 

But the chief and almofl: the only town in both Carolina's, is Charles Town fituate 
in 32 degrees 45 mi~utes north latitude, and ~n t~e poi~t of a peninfula, fo;med by 
Afhly and Cooper RIvers; the former of whICh IS naVIgable for fhips twenty miles 
above t,he t~wn ; an~ for boats and pettyaugers (large canoes) near 40 miles. The 
other fl-:er IS not naVIgable for fhips fa f(lr, but for boats and pettyaugers much farther; 
the bar .Defore the harbour has fix teen feet water at a low tide, and thet'e is good 
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rlJin,g when a fhip is got clofe to the town, the harbour being [ecured by a 70rt called 
lohnfon's Fort, which has about twenty guns in it, level \vith the fllIface of the \\3.[,=7. 

The town was regularly fortified fame years ago, and feveral of the b;tilions, nC'ar 
Ene water, are ilill in being, and in good repair. But the bailions, p::llihcioes, and 
folTe, next the land, being much damaged by a hurricane, and deel,1ed of too S"2J.[ 

an c:.tem to be defended by the inhabitants, General l'~icbolfon G~ufed them to be 
demoLflllll. The tmvn now contains IIp\\'ards of fix hllndreJ boui'es, c;c;1.:rally \,-ell 
built, fame of them of brick, but more of timber, and moil: of them f,dited, fClfl"'1ing
regular ane fpacious ftreets ; and their church is much the mofl: ma'_~l"\jticellt in Englifu 
America, having three iDes, an organ, and gallery all round tLe chu;-ch. 

The town of Beaufort is fituated on the ii1and of Port Royal, in 3 I dE.';:,:rees 40 

minutes north latitude, an hllndreJ miles fouth of Ch2.rles Town; the continent and 
ifland formin;; a fine capacious harbour, which mi:;ht hold the Royal Navy of England; 
The iD;:md all which the town ftands, conGHs of near one thouf~md acres, and' is 
navigable all round for boats and pettyaugers, and one half of it for iliippinO", haying 
four fathom water clofe to the high bluff, fa that {hips may load and unlo"d from the 
{hare, without the affifl:ance of boats. The harbour is f~cured by a fort built fome 
years fince, on which tweive culverins are mount'2d, but tIle town and ii1and h2.\'e no 
fortification; nor is the harbour fo well fortified as a place of this importance dclcrvcs, 
efpecially as it lies fo nigh Sp;"niili Florida, and is hid to be demanded by the Spaniards 
as part of their territories. There is not, indeed, above fiFty or three fcore houfes in 
the town of Beaufort at prefent, but from its advantageous ijtuation, and the gOOdlWfs 
ofthe h;,rbour, it is t':>:.peCteJ that this town will one day be the capital of Carolina: It 
is already the Hation for the Briti!11 fquadron in thofe [ease There is another port town 
lately ereCted at \Vingaw, about fifty miles to the northward ofChaTles '1'o\'.'n, to which 
they have given the name of George Town, and the focidy for the propagJtion of the 
gorpcl have a miHionary here; 

It would be needlefs to enter into a large defcription of this cC',tll1\rv, or of the towns 
that are cr'_CLed in it; only it may not be amifs to fay th;~t North Caroiina is within thefe 
few years become quite a different country from what it was, and the number of people 
therein is conlinually increafing; fo that there is good rearon to believe that whcncHT 
the inhabitants are bleired with a wife, aerive, prudellt, and public fpirited governor, 
this country may be fo improved, as to become infinitely more valuable than from any 
of the accounts hitherto received of it could be expeCted. Indeed it may jufl:]y be 
affirmed that the welfare and profperity of all our colonies depend [0 much upon the 
choice of governors, that we can fcarce conceive any thing nf fa great importance as the 
crown's being extremely careful to yeft none with fuch authority, but men of know;l 
capacity, eflabliihed reputation, and competent fortun:_'~~. 

4. As to the produce, ilrength, and commerce of Carolina, the beft account we 
have, is from Colonel Purry, a man of great judgment, induftry, and integrity, who 
went thither with a view to fettle, as he did, and therefore his accounts may be very 
fafely depended upon. He obferves that all forts of trees and plants will grow there 2.:> 
well as can be wifhed; particularly vines, wheat, barley, oats, peate, beans, hemp., flax, 
cotton, tobacco, indigo, olives, orange trees, and citron trees, as alfo white mulberry 
trees for feeding of filkworms; and that the lands are not diHicult to clear, becauie 
there are neither frones nor brambles, but only great trees, which do not grow very 
thick, fo that more land may be cleared there in one week, than could be done in 
Europe in a month. The cufl:om of the country is, that after having cut down thefe 
great trees, they leave the frumps for four or five yeaIs to rot, and afterwaId:s eafily 
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rOot them up, in order to manure the land. It is therefore very certain th~t Carolina 
is in general an excellent country. . .. . . 

It is true the ground is fandy, but then It IS a fand Impregnated wIth faIt or mtre, fo 
that it Brings forth in great abun~ance, as the like foil does in divers pa~ts of Europe. 
But what feems peculiar to Carohna, there are a gre~t number of plantatIOns that h~ve 
been continually cultivated for near feventy years, whIch yet produce gr~at plenty, wIth
out ever being manured by the leaft dung, for they never lay any on theIr grounds; t~e 
planter only turns up the fuperficies of the earth, and all that .he plants a:r:d fows th.erem 
quickly grows and thrives: Thofe who underftand ever fa httle of agncult~re WIll be 
obliged to own, that if the lands in Europe were not conffantly manured, theIr ftrength 
would be fa exhaufted that at length the Crops would not pay for their feed; but a man 
who has a little land in Carolina, and is not willing to work above two or three hours in 
a day, may very eafily live there, even on fa little labour. Another confideration 
deferving our notice is, the progrefs of the firft colonies; their fudden advancement; 
the riches of the prefent inhabitants; the great number of public expences for which 
they provide; the great trade they carryon at prefent ; and laftly, their misfortunes 
and loffes, which are entirely repaired. The better to comprehend thefe matters, we 
fhall only make the following obfervations : That there were no people in Carolina till 
near fourfcore years ago; for the Englilh did not fend any thither till the year 1670 : 

That they had at firft a very fatal beginning; affliCted -with ficknefs, and even the 
plague, which daily dimini!hed the number of the people: That cruel deftruCl:ive divifions 
l1roke out amongft tham: That they had a very bad government under the lords pro
prietors, being alfo without juftice, order, or difcipline: That at a certain time the 
pirates interrupted their trade and navigation: That they have often had great droughts: 
That a terrible fir~ confumed almoft all Charles Town: That they have been at great 
expence in fortifications, public edifices, churches, &c. That they have often fuftained 
long wars with the French, Spaniards, and particularly with the Indians, who once 
united together to deftroy the whole province. That notwithftanding all thefe misfor
tunes, the people of Carolina, except thofe who give themfelves up to debauchery, are 
all rich, either in naves, furniture, clothes, plate, jewels, or other merchandizes, 
but efpecially cattle; which {hews the goodnefs of the country they inhabit. 

Silk-worms, in Carolina, are hatched from the egg, about the midle of March; at 
the fame time that the mulberry leaves, which are their food, begin to open; being 
attended and fed fix weeks, they eat no more; but have fmall bu{hes fet up for them 
to fpin themfelves into balls; which thrown into warm water, are wound off into raw 
filk. Rofin, tar, and pitch, are all produced from the pine trees; rofin, by cutting 
channels in the ftanding green trees that meet at a point at the foot of the tree, where 
is placed a receiver; the channels are cut as high as one can reach with an ax ; and the 
bark is peeled off from all thofe parts of the tree that are expofed to the fun, that the 
heat of it may the more eafily force out the turpentine, which being taken from the 
r~ceiver, and melted in kettles becomes rofin. Tar is made thus: They Irepare a 
CIrcular floor of clay declining a little towards the center; from which is lai a pipe of 
wood, the upper part of which is even with the floor, and reaches ten feet without the 
circumference; under the end the earth is dug away, and barrels placed to receive 
the tar as it runs; upon the floor is built up a large pile of dry pine wood fplit in pieces, 
and furrounde~ with a .wall of earth, which covers it an over only a little at the top, 
where the fire IS fuft kindled: Mter the fire begins to burn, they cover it likewife with 
earth,. to the end there may be no flame, but only heat fufficient to force the tar down
ward IDto the floor; they temper the heat as they pleafe, by thrufting a ftick through 
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the earth, and letting the air in at as many places as they fee convenient. Pitch is made 
by boiling tar in large iron kettles fet in furnaces, or by burning it in round clay holes 
made in the earth. 

Black cattle have mightily increafed fince the firfr fettling of the colony. About 
forty years ago it was reckoned a great deal to have three or four cows, now fame 
people have a thoufand head; and for one man to have two hundred is very common. 
The cows graze in the forefr, and the calves being feparated and kept in pafrures fenced 
in, they return home at night to fuckle them; they are firfr milked, then ihut up in 
a fold all night, milked again in the morning, and then turned out into the woods. 
Here are hogs in abundance; they go daily to feed in the woods, where they rove feveral 
miles, feeding on nuts ahd roots; but having a {helter made at home, to keep them 
warm, and fomething given them to eat, they generally return in the evening. The beef 
and pork that are raifed here find a good market in the fugar ii1ands. 

The trade of Carolina is now fa confiderable, that of late years there have failed frol11 
thence, annually, above two hundred {hips laden with merchandize of the growth of 
the country, befides three {hips of war, which they commonly have for the fecurity of 
their commerce; and lafr winter they had confrantly five, the leaft of which had above 
an hundred men on board. It appears from the cuftom.houfe entries, from March 
1730 to March 173 I, that there failed, within that time, from Charleftown, two 
hundred and feven {hips, moft of them for England; which carried among other 
goods, forty-one thoufand nine hundred and fifty-feven barrels of rice, about five hun
dred pounds weight per barrel; ten thoufand feven hundred and fifty barrels of pitch; 
two thoufand fixty.three of tar; arid feven hundred and fifty-nine of turpentine; of 
deer-fkins, three hundred cafks containing eight or nine hundred each ; befides a val! 
quantity of Indian corn, peafe, beans, ~~c. beef, pork, and other falted Be{h; beams, 
plank, and timber for building, moft part of cedar, cypre[s, fa ffafras, oak, \valnut, 
and pine. 

They carryon a great trade with the Indians, from whence they get their great 
quantities of deer.fkins, and of other wild beafts, in exchange for which they give them 
only lead, powder, coarfe cloth, vermillion, iron, frrong waters, and fame other goods, 
by which they have a very confiderable profit. The great number of Daves makes 
another part of the riches of this province, there being above forty thoufand negroes, 
which are worth, one with another, twenty.five pounds each. Artificers are fa fcarce 
at prefent, that all forts of work is very dear; tailors, {hoemakers, fmiths, NC. 
would be particularly acceptable there; a fkilful carpenter is not afhamed to demand 
thirty {hillings a day befides his diet, and the common wages of a workman is twenty 
1hiIlings per day, provided he fpeaks Engli{h, without which he cannot be underftood, 
and confequently not fo ufeful as others; and when a workman has but ten fhillings per 
day, he thinks he labours for almoft nothing, though he has his maintenance befides; but 
this is Carolina money. IVroft of their fhoes are brought from England, and generally 
fell for forty {hillings per pair; not but that they have hides enough, and very cheap, 
an ox's hide being fold for twenty {hillings ; neither are they defiitute of the means to 
tan them, for they make very good lime with oyfter-ihells, and the bark of oak trees is 
fo plentiful, that it cofts nothing but the trouble of gathering; th(·1' therefore ,yant only 
a fufDcient number or good tanners and {hoemakers. I might fay the fame of leather
,!retfers, fince they fend every year to England above two hundred thoufand deer.!kins 
undreffed; yet Carolina produces ochre naturally, and good fi{h-oil may be had from 
New York, or New England, very cheap; fa that they might be dreffed and made up 
into breeches in the country, for which thofe fkins are very proper, being c"ol in 
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in good order; the other fort ereB:ed at St. Joh~'3 H~rbour, is mounted with fourteen 
pieces of cannon; there are feven other battenes raifed for the defence of fo many 
landing places, in all mounted with twenty-fix guns. 

The capital of the ifland is St. John's Town, which confifl:s of about two hundred 
houfes· and the number of fouls in all this colony are one thollfand five hundred at 
prefent: It has greater plenty of cattle and other beafl:s, efpecially venifon, than a~y 
other of our Caribbee H1ands; the animals of which are much the fame, as alfo theIr 
produB:ions. Sugar, indigo, ginger, and tobacco, were ~he. chief gro~ths and com
modities of Antego, when it was firfl: planted, but now mdIgo and gmger are very 
rarely cultivated there. The fugar and tobacco were both bad of the fort; the forn:er 
fo black and coarfe, that one would fcarce have thought any art could have refined It; 
and, as if our fugar bakers fcorned to put fuch dirt into their coppers, it was gene~alIy 
fhipped off for Holland and Hamburg, being fold for fixteen fhillings a hundred weIght, 
when other Mufcovado fugars fetched eighteen Qr nineteen fhillings a hundred.. The 
planters of Antego have fince improved their art, and as good Mufcovado fugar IS n?w 
made there as in any of our fugar iflands. They have alfo dayed fome fugar, whIch 
\vas not known to have been done in Antego forty years ago. 

Though there is not much tobacco planted in this ifland, what there is now is not fo 
bad as was formerly, when it was fold for no other ufe but to make fnuff. The wild 
cinnamon tree is faid to grow in the lowlands, or favanah woods in Antego. Mter 
Jamaica and Barbadoes, this has been confidered by fome as the mofl: confiderable of 
our iflands in America; and as there is fl:ill a great quantity of land capable of im
provement, and it is allowed the people there might make a third more fugar than they 
do, we may venture to allow, that it either is, or may be fo; and if we confider what 
mufl: have been gained by our commerce with this ifland for upwards of fourfcore 
years, we cannot but judge that it has been highly advantageous to this nation, and 
yery well deferves all the care and concern that can poilibly be expreffed for its pro .. 
teB:ion and prefervation. 

6. The next colony in America, which our methQd leads us to confider, is that of 
New Yark, which is ours by a double right, viz. of difcovery and conquefl:. It was 
undoubtedly part of the country, the coafl:s of which were firft viewed by Sebafl:ian 
Cabot, and as fuch made a part of the original province of Virginia, I mean the 
country known under that name in the reign of queen Elizabeth, and was afterwards 
within the limits of the country, granted by king James to the wefl:ern company. But 
b~fore it could b: fettle~, that is about the year 1608, the f~mous navigator Hudfon 
dIfwvered that flver whIch has fince borne his name, and the country adjacent, which 
he afterwards fold to the Dutch who planted there; but this was looked upon as illegal, 
~ecaufe they had not king James's licence, which it feems they afterwards obtained. 
ILere ~re fome Engliih writers fo very partial in favour of this republic, as to be angry 
~hz t. thIS fettlement fl10uld be looked upon by us as a kind of inva{ion, but furely this 
IS WIthout reafon; for if the fubjeB:s of any country were at liberty to fell and difpofe 
of places they had but juft feen, which was the cafe of Captain Hudfon, the incon
vemences would be fa great as to produce endlefs wars, and therefore this praB:ice 
mufi: be underfl:ood to be contrary to the law of nations. 

But however that matter might be, king James was fo great a lover of peace, that 
~ery probablr he was glad to rid hi~nfelf of the prefent difficulty, by granting them a 
lIcence;. yet If we ~uly confider thIS, the granting fuch a licence was a thing very 
~e~r~awe to the mterefi: of .Great Britain, and might have proved extremely pre
JudiCial to our northern colollles, and have been fuch a bone of contention, as muft 
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have for ever prevented any harmony between the maritime powers. Thefe reflections, 
which rofe naturally out of the fubjeCt, have led me a little from my purpofe, which 
was to explain the firft fettling here, which the Dutch made a little before we planted 
New England; and from their firft coming, being feated in iflands and at the mouth 
of a good river, their plantations were in a thriving condition, and they began in 
Holland to promife themfelves vaft things from their new colony. The Englifh 
puritans in Holland, who firft removed to America, intended to fettle here, having 
had an inviting defcription of the river, climate and foil, from the Hollanders, who did 
not care however, that the Englifh fhould be fo near their plantations, as to be tempted 
to encroach on them, confidering the flaw that was in their title. The Englifh that 
went from Holland, intended to fettle on the coaft near Fair Field County in New 
England, lying between ConneCticut and Hudfon's river, but the Dutch apprehended 
they would there be too near neighbours. Thefe Englifh as has been already related, 
falling in with C"pe Cod, after having refrefhed a little, tacked about to the fouthward 
for Hudfon's river; but Jones, who was the mafter of the flllp they came in, having 
been bribed by the Hollanders to carry them and land farther to the northward, infl:ead 
of putting to fea entangled them among dangerous fhoals, wllich made them willing to 
get afhore where they were, and give over the defign upon Hudfon's river. The 
Dutch had two or three years before been infulted here by Sir Samuel Argall, in his 
way from Virginia to New Scotland. 

He deftroyed their plantations, and it was to prevent the like for the future, they 
applied to kinp: James for his licence to ftay there to build cottages, and to plant for 
traffic as well as fubfifl:ence, pretending it was only for the convenience of their fl1ips 
touching there for frefh water and frefl1 provifions in their voyage to Brazil; but they 
by little and little, extended their limits every way, built towns, fortified them, and 
became a fiourifhing colony. In an iJ1and, called Manahattan, at the mouth of 
Hudfon's river, they built a city which they named New Amfterdam, and the river 
was called by them the Great River. The bay to the eaft of it had the name of 
Naifau given it; about one hundred and fifty miles up the river they built a fort, 
which they called Orange Fort, and from thence drove a profitable trade with the 
Indians, who came over land as far as from Quebec, to deal with them. Henry 
Chriftian, the mafl:er of a iliip, the fame who gave the name to Martha's Vineyard, 
which he difcovered, as the Dutch fay, was the firft governor there, and his fucceffor 
was Jacob Elkin, put in by the Weft India Company in Holland, to whom the 
flates-general granted this country. The firft bounds of Non Belgia were Maryland 
on the fouth, the main land, as far as could be difcovered weftward, which would 
flretch to the nations bordering on the Miffiffippi, the great river of Canada north
ward, and New England eaftward; but, as will appear hereafter, the limits of New 
York are not fa large at prefent. 

The Dutch colonies were in a very thriving condition when they were attacked by 
the Englifh, which was at the opening the firft Dutch war in king Charles's reign. 
We find fame writers very willing to reprefent this as a very unjuft war, becaufe Sir 
Robert Carr was fent to attack this plantation before they, in that part of the world, 
could have any notice of the war; but then it ought to be .remeIl!-bered, that it was 
after the Dutch Admiral de Ruyter attacked our fettlements 111 Afnca, and therefore I 
cannot think that this is fo very bad as it has been reprefented, or that it can at aU 
prejudice our title to this country. The commiffion of Sir Robert Carr, impowering 
him to aCt againil the Dutch, was dated on St. Geor~e's ?ay 1664, but he did not 
arrive till th~ latter end of the year. He brought Wlth hIm between two and three 
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which lie in the county of Vvellcheller, on the continent eafr of the mouth of HuMon's 
river the chief whereof are Wellcheller and Rye. 

S.' At the time we became mailers of this country it was very thinly peopled, in 
comparifon to what it is at prefent, and in no fmall danger fro.m the ~rench, who 
fettled at the back of it and the Indians who were fettled on Its frontIers, but at 
prefent, it is fafe enou~h from both; the number of people being vaftIy encreafed, 
fame fay to fifty thoufand, taking in all forts, fa that the French apprehend danger 
from us in their turn' and the Indians think themfelves very happy under our pro. 
tettion; and fuch car~ has been taken to treat them with proper kindnefs, as to pre
ferve them in our interell, as effeEtually as if by force they ha~ been r.educed to be our 
fubjeEts. They fupply the Engli£h in the fummer with vemfon, fi£h and fowl, very 
cheap. The trade from New York to the fugar iflands, particularly Barbadocs, which 
is very confiderable, is in corn, flour, bread, beef, pork, peafe, bacon gamons, fmoked 
beef, apples, onions, board and pipe-Ilaves, for which they receive in return, fugar, 
moloffes, mm, ginger, &c. . . 

The N ew York merchants drive alfo a very advantageous trade wIth MadeIra and 
the Azores in pipe-fl:aves and fifll, for which they load their £hips back with wine and 
brandy; and, generally fpeaking, there is fcarce a more profitable trade in the Britilh 
commerce. I am very well warranted in faying this, by what the agents for the colony 
alledged upon the difpute with the fugar plantations, of which we have given fa large an 
account. They affirm, that their winters being fevere they take off more of the 
woollen manufaEtures of this kingdom than all the iflands put together, Jamaica excepted; 
and return more gold and filver to pay for them, which I never heard was denied. 
What they all edge in jullification of their dealing with the French fettlements is fingular 
enough, and deferves particular notice. They fay that they trade with what they have, 
with thofe who will purchafe it, and that while they do this they £hall live well, clothe 
themfelves in Engli£h Iluffs, and pay for them honeftIy; but if they are deprived of 
this trade, the profits of which enable them to pay for Engliih clothing, they muft 
endeavour to make ufe of their own wool, and fupply themfelves as well as they can. 
If this £hould be prohibited, they affirm, they mull abfolutely go naked. 

This, perhaps, is ftraining the matter a little beyond the truth; but beyond all doubt, 
this colony is very ufeful to Great Britain, and in conjunEtion with the other bread 
colonies, as they are called, the fole fource of our foreign fugar trade, as in a few 
words may be £hewn. The fugar iflands muft depend for their fubfiftence, either upon 
the Briti£h iflands or upon thefe colonies; fince it is very certain, that if they were to 
draw all their maintenance from hence, granting that to be poffible, it would make 
labour in thofe iflands fa dear that no fugar at all could be exported. On the other hand, 
if the people of N ew York £hould be forced to fet up manufaEtures of their own, this 
would employ fo many h~nds as muft neceffarily raife the price of provifions, and this 
~onfeq.uently woul.d have m a great meafure, the fame. b~d effeEt in making labour dear 
m the Iflands. It IS therefore the bufinefs of Great Bntam to take care of both and not 
to fide hallily with either. ' 

~ut it is more efpecially our bufinefs to prevent fetting up manufaEtures in the plan. 
tatIOns on the continent; beca\:lfe this would injure the trade between us and them 
lelfen the £hipping employed therein, decreafe the number of our feamen and detach 
thofe colonies in a great meaf~~ from their mother country; which, as they are evils 
not to be born.~, fa too much .diligenc~ cann~t be ufed to avoid them. As things Iland at 
prefent, there IS not a colony m Amenca whIch makes a better figure than New York, 
or where the people feem to have a greater fpirit of induftry, or more hearty affection to 
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the BritHh nation; and it is univerfall y a,:sr~ed, that the city of f·T ew York is, in point of 
good government. and politenefs, at leafl: equ,J, if not fuperior, to any thing- we polfeIs 
in that part of the "odd; and as for the inhabitants of the inland part of the colony, 
they are our bell dtJence againll the French, and are every day gaining upon them in 
point of trade with the Indians; which are certainly circumftances that deferve the 
utmof!: confideration, and ought above all others, to recommend this pbntation to the 
protection and favour of the Britiih government; which no doubt they will always meLt 
with while they continue, as they have hitherto done, to fl:udy by every method to 
deferve it. 

9. The countries now called the Jerfr?ys, or with greater propriety, the Eaf!: and 'Veil: 
Jcrfeys, come next in our way. Thefe fell under the dominion of the crown of Great 
Britain hy conquefl:, at the fame time with, and as making a part of Nova D21oia; and if 
to this right, acquired by war, or rather vindicated by it, for I conceive that the 
dominion of this country, which was all that we gained by the v,'ar, we had a very juJl: 
titie to before; if, I fay, there was any thing \vanting to fill up the meafure of our 
claim, it 'vas certainly made up by the peace, fince an equivalent was then given to the 
Dutch; fo that both nations had very good reaj()Q to be content. In order, however, 
to obtain a jufl: ;md clear notion of the hifl:ory and condition of this traCl: of country, it 
is necelfary to obfETve, that even the Dutch were not the original inhabitants of it ; . the 
feveral w'pges that had been made for the planting of Virginia, made thefe cGaits 
very well known to multitudes of Engliih feamen, and thefe hing cEfperfed into 
different parts of the world, carried the news of thefe rich and pleafant lands in America 
along with them v, herefoever they went, which infpired {hangers with fl:rong defircs 
of occupying what WC' fcemed to have abandoned, or the fcttling of which was beyond 
our f!:rellgth, at leaf!: at that time. 

The f,rfl: Europearls that fettlcd here were the Swedes, who had three towns in this 
province, Chrifl:ina, called by the Indians A;llLIhk2, Elilnb')ui'~C:, ;,liJ Gottembourg. 
Their fettlements wU"e chiefly on the fauth-fide of the river towards Penfylvania; 
oppofite to which there is a place, to this L~ay c,; lerJ Fort Elfinbourg; but the S weJes 
made very little of their pbnution, and the Dutcll, always indufhioLls for tkir own 
advantage, worked them fa far out of it, that Bergen, the northern pZltt of the Nc\v 
Jerfey, W,tS almo!t ('llLlrcl y new planted by Ibllallders. King Charles II. gaye this 
traCt, in liis grant of Nova BeI!;ia to the duke of York; but the Engliih never made 
any fdtlement in it till feveral years after they were in the pofldlion of that province, 
and had mightly extended their plantations. 

The Duke of York having invefl:ed this province by the name of NOY:l Caneria, in 
John Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, they or their aflignees, agreed to divide 
it into t \\0 parts, denominated Eafl: and \ V eft New J erfeys, whi.~h remained two dif!:inCl 
proprieties an,1 governments for many years ~,ttef\\<lrds, as \nIl be [hewn: Eafl: N evr 
lerfey, or that part of it which borders on .New \~ ark, fell to Sir George ~arteret; 
whofe family being of the iile of Jerfey, thl~ pW;ll1ce 011 that aCCQunt t~okr Its name 
from thence. Wefl: New J erfey, that part of It whIch borders on Penfylvama, leU to the 
Lord Berkeley. This whole province, containing the two Jerfeys, is thus bounded; it has 
the main OC'c~lll on the fouth-eafl:, the river Delawar on the ,Yefl:, HuMon's river on the 
eaft and the main land on the north; it lies between 39 and 40 degrees north latitude; 
ext;nds itfelf in length on the fea coafts, and alont? ~Judfon's river, one hundred and 
twenty miles, and is almoft as broad as long where It .1~ ~broadeft. 'Ve muft now take 
fame notice of the province as it \yas under the dn'111On .of ea~ and wef!:, and v:a:i 
divided into two proprieties; of thefe) the largeft and moil: ll1habued, was Eaf!: Jerfey, 
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of the means to live at llome keeps them abroad. There an.' yery few traL~ing or manu· 
facturing towns in the kingdom but have fame depe~Jence on the plantatl?l? trade. It 
is true, thefe, and in gene~al all the f.1orthern colomes, .have not commal.htles a"nd pre. 
ducts enough to fend us m return for purchafing th~lr necefTary clot~mgs, (Xc. but 
aTe under very great difficulties, and therefore any ordmary f?rt fells \nth [hem; and 
when they are grown out of fafhion with us they are n~w-tal1lloned enough ther~; and 
befides thofe places are the great rmrkets we have to dlfpofe of fuch goods, \\ hlch are 
gt:nerally fent at the ri£k of the fhopkcepers and.traders of England, . wh~ are the great 
exportt:rs, and not the inhabitants of the colomes, as fame have rmagmed. As the 
colonies arc markets for thofe forts of goods, fo they are receptacles for young mer· 
chants who have not flocks of their own, and therefore all our plantations are filled 
with fuch who receive the confignments of their friends from hence; and when they 
have got a fufl-icient ftock to trade with they return home, and other young men take 
their places, fa that the continual motion and intercour[e our people have into the 
colonies may be compared to bees in a hive, \v~hich go out empty, but come home 
loaded; by \vh:ch means the foundations of many families are laid. The numbers of 
failors, and other tradefmen, who have all their dependance upon this traffic, are pro. 
digioufly great. 

Our factors, who frequent the northern colonies, being under difficulties to make 
:returns for fuch goods as they difpofe of, what gold, filver, logwood, and other com
modities they trade for upon the Spanifh coafl is fent home to England" as alfo oil,. 
whale-fins, and many other goods; likewife another great part of returns is maJ~ by 
{hips built there, and di[po[ed of in the Streights, and other parts of Europe, and the 
money remitted to us. N ow all thofe fhips are called New England iliips, and our 
factors, after they undertake any bufinefs, are no longer called Englilhmen, but New 
Englanders, and the iliips they build, we are informed, are regiflered as New England 
111ips. I fhall therefore humbly recommend it to fUth gentlemen as are guardians of 
the trade of the nation, that our own inter ell is not miHaken for thofe of the planters; 
for every refiraint and difficulty put upon our trade with them makes them have recour[e 
to their own produBs, which they manufacture, a thing of great confequence to us, 
and ought to be guarded againit; for if they are fupplied with their own manufactures, 
a great part of the aJvantages \,;'e fhould otherwife receive is cut off; and therefore, as 
it is elfewhere obferved, if care is taken to find them employment, and turn their 
induftry another way, BOW they are in their infancy, this may with a very Ettle trouble 
be avoided. 

There is another advantage we receive by our plantations, which is hardly fa much 
as thought of; 1 mean the prodigious increafe of our fhipping by the timber trade, 
between Portugal, &c. and our plantations, which ought to have all pollible· encou
ragement, for by it we have crept into ~JI the comers in I:urope, ;;nd become the com
mon carriers in the Mediterranean, as well as between the Mediterranean 11011and 
Hamburg, and the Baltic, ard this is the caufe cJ fa great an addition to o~r {hipping: 
and the reafon why the Dutch, &c. are fa exceedingly funk. But if ever a flop iliould 
be put to the building of fhips in New England, ;3,:c. and carryiner our timber from 
thence, we {hollid [oon fink in our navigation, and that of the Dutch flourifh in its 
former height and grandeur. The numbers of J :".cr lin, fhiys, we fo often read of that 
are at Lillian, or the Streights, is a fufiicient demonfiruion of the trut;~l or this' doubt
leIs a great m~my of tl'?fe ~l:ips are la.den up?n :l~count ci the IJutch, for n;thing is 
more c~mmo~ t.han theIr !"1f1ng ou~' :l1ups (,'. hldl dlfchar;~e ther IQ;l(liilg in tLc Strc.ights)" 
{O tranIpon tnt1r goods trom Spam, ~",c. to Amlt·'::iJJ.ll1, and other Fbcc.s. 
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"Ve have a great many young men who are bred to the fea, and have friends to fup
port them; if they cannot get employment at home tIley go to New England, and the 
northern colonies, with a cargo of goods, which they there fell at a very great profit, 
and with the produce build a [hip, and pm'chafe a loading of lumber, and fail for Por
tu~al, or the Streights, &c. and after difpofing of their cargoes, they frequently ply from 
p:-.rt to pmt in the Mediterrnean, till they have cleareel fo much money as will, in a 
good part, pay for the firft coft of the cargo carried out by them; and then, perhaps, 
fell their [hips; come home; tal:e up another cargo from their employers; and fo go 
back and build another fhip. By this means multitudes of feamen are brought up, and. 
upon a w~r the nation is better provided with a great number of failors, than hath been 
heretofore known. Here the mafter becomes merchant alfo, and many of them gain, 
by this lumber trade, great eftates; and a vaft treafure is thereby yearly brought into 
the kingdom, in a way new and unknown to our forefathers, and, indeecl, it is gaining 
the timb::r trade (heretofore carried on by the Danes and Swedes), our plantations 
being nearer the markets of Portugal and Spain than they are. Thofe adnf1u:;es. have 
made fome people think that though we efteem New England, and the nonhern colo
niES, of fmall advantage to us, yet if things were truly flated, they are as profitable as 
moft other of our plantations, or, which amounts to the fame thing, the cau[e of the 
profits we reap from thofe other colonies, \vhich, however, coming to us illlm~'Ji,lteb 
[;'om thence, fectll to enrich us more than they really do, at the fame time that they 
hide from us the true fources of their own wealth. But, 

Vve will now quit this fubje.~t, in order to follow the thread of our h;:cc)ry, which 
leads us next to fiJeak of the fettl:ng the Bahama ~i1;Ji'Lls, places that have not hitherto 
anfwered in any proportion to the great expeC1ations (hat were raifed l'j,un the firit 
grant of them; though this is cr5tdinly fo little to be afcribed to them, that about 
twenty, five years ago there was a ge-nerell dii!)u(it;on ill the moll knowing pcopL: of 
this kingdom to attempt a n<:w fcttlement there, wbieh lk:~,nl:rating into a bubbL:, all 
hopes of that kind feem to be lolL Our bl1fille[t~, however, is not with th~ modern, 
but with the antient, Hate of thefe ii1and,,; of which, and of the motives for fettlin;; 
them, \\'C fllall I:ivc the cleareft account w'~ Cillo 

ro. The Lu~;yo~\ or Bahama L~;'\1d3, are fituated in the l\t!antic Ocean, and to 
the north of the ilLncl of Cuba, flretehing 11',)1>1 the north-ean: to the fouth-weft, between 
2 I and 2 7 d~:",rl'es ur' north'.,r1l btileJe, and j'l'LWC',.'ll 7 ~ ,md 81 lk~~"CTS of wefl:eru 
longitmle. The ilLll,d of Bahama, ,.,J1:ch communicate's its 11c1m'", to 1;1e reIl:, is feated 
in the latitude of '26 Lk.;rees 30 mimltes, ,~t the lli{Lanee of ,ll"JUt t\"~'ilty :lnd thirty 
le:lgues from the continent ot Florid:,. It is about fifl y miks ;:1 length, but vcry ilar
row, fcaree any \\here fixlcl.'n, and in many pbc.C's not lnlf fo L)r'J~,.~, b;Jt Yl'fy pleafant 
anel fruiti'ul; the air temperate and f('rene; the foil remarkably rich, and ,Ill: country 
every ~ hcl'~' abounding with brooks aEd fpril1:~s of fn_J;l water. 

ThouL';n thcL ifbnds ",eTe tlk hrfi: fruits of the 11e\\ world, CObll~~)L1S arriving firf!: 
at Guan~bni, which i.; <:'112 of t'L:ll1, and to wllidl he ,,;~\\'e the l""lll' of :)t. Salvador" 
yet the ~'panian:s EI:vcr thou,:;nt of j:2ttling tk:-c, but '~';l1t~nted themLlyes '.yith extir
patinr; the native inhabiu:mts; a molt lx:rbr',)us pruel'~din[',- {nrel)" fillce at thi''> time 
[liey were the b'.'lt ILlple ('of aTly part orall Al:l'riea; {:c. tho_t they wantonly murJel'cd 
many thouLnds t(l no purpore in the world. As the:' iD,mlts l:e pretty l1lLlch out of 
the cOUlk of ihipc [:,u,_mel tn t~le continent of Amcric;I, it was long before '.ve l]'ll~ any 
notice (If them; but in r667 Clptain \Yilliam Sayk, being bound to Crolina, W.IS

forceJ [IY a itorm aI11011glt thefe ifbnJG, wLidl gave him ,~ll opportunity of eXan,lJllI1:; 
theu). 
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them carefully, particularly a large ifland, to which at that time he. gave his own name, 
and is that which has been fince known by the name of New ProvIdence. 

Upon his return to England, he ~cquainted the. propriet~rs of Carolina with the 
fituation and circumftances of thefe Iflands; obferv1Og, that 10 cafe they were fettled1 

they might prove a great benefit to this nation, and at the fame time a conftant bar and 
check to the French and Spaniards, in cafe of a breach with either or both of thofe 
nations. Thefe reafons being fuggefted to King Charles the IId. his .majefty was gra-, 
cioufly pleafed to make a grant of the Bahama iflands, between the latItudes of 22 and 
'27 degrees, to the following proprietors; viz. George Duke of Albemarle, William 
Lord Craven, Sir George Carteret, John Lord Berkeley, Anthony Lord Afhly, and 
Sir Peter Colliton, whofe heirs or affigns are, as I take it, poffeffed of thefe iflands at 
this day; by which I mean the foil and property, for as to the government, it has been 
for fome time in the hands of the crown; upon a fuppofition that this change would 
render thefe iflands more beneficial to the nation, as in procefs of time it very probably 
may; but hitherto they have not been of any great fervice to the propriemrs, the crown, 
or the nation; as we fhall {hew, by entering a little into their hiftory, from their firft 
fettlement to the prefent times, for reafons that in this hiftory will appear. 

Providence Wand lies in the center of fome hundreds of iflands, fome of them many 
miles in length, others no bigger than knolls or little rocks, riling above water; fo that 
one may imagine it muft be very dangerous for fhips to be forced amongft them in tem
pefts. The moft confiderable profit made by the inhabitants of Providence was, by 
the misfortune of fuch as were fhipwrecked, or fuch as, in a winter voyage for the 
continent of America, were driven to the Bahama Iflands, and put into Providence for 
provifions; for want of which, after they had lain a long while beating off the iflands, 
they ufed to be in great diftrefs. It is trw:" this ifland had little or none but what came 
from Carolina; however, the traders here kept ftore-houfes to fupply thofe that wanted, 
~nd they were a great relief to the unfortunate mariners, of whom we are fpeaking. 
The Ifle of Providence lies in 25 degrees north latitude, is twenty-eight miles long and 
eleven miles broad, where it is broadeft. 

It had the name of Providence given it by Captain Sayle, after he had a fecond time 
been driven upon it, when he was bound for the Continent. The firft governor that 
was fent thither by the proprietaries, \\"as Mr. Chillingworth; the time of his going 
there was about the year 1672; feveral people went from England, and the other colo
nies, to fettle there, and living a licentious life, they were impatient under government; 
Mr. Chillingworth endeavouring to bring them to reafon, they alfembled tumultuoufly, 
feize~ him, and fhipped him off for Jamaica, and lived every man as he thought beft 
for hIS own pleafure and intereft. The proprietaries found they had got an unruly 
colony to deal with, and it was a very fmall encouragement for any man to put himfelf 
into their hands after the treatment Mr. Chillingworth met with from them. 

However, fix or feven years after, the lords proprietaries made Mr. Clark governor, 
~hofe fate was worfe ftill than his prede~effor's; for the Spaniards, at that time, being 
J~alous of every new colony of the Enghfh towards the fouth, came upon them in Pro
VIdence, deftroyed all their ftock which they could not, or would not, carry off; and 
burnt feveral houfes that were upon the place. The inhabitants deferted it after this, 
and removed to other colonies. Mr. Trott, one of Governor Clark's fuccelfors, always 
alferted, that the. Spaniards roafted Mr. Clark on a fpit, after they had killed him; 
b~t perhaps that IS faid to increafe the terror of the ftory; but it is certain they killed 
hIm, and that after this invafion the Uland was uninhabited till about the time of the 
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Revolution, when feveral perrons removed thither from Europe and the Continent; 
among whom was Mr. Thomas Bulkley, who has printed a large account of his fuffer
ing there, during the arb:trary government of one Cadwallader Jones, whom the 
lords proprietors made governor upon this fecond fettlement of Providence in 
the year 1690, where he arrived on the 19th of June; but his adminifhation proved 
very unfortunate both for himfelf and the colony, in which there arofe fuch 
troubles and diifenfions, that he was once depofed and made prifoner, and again. 
ref!:ored. 

Nicholas Trott, Efq. fucceeded Mr. Jones in his government, and he built a fort in 
the town of N afi~l.U; notwithfl:.anding which, the famous pirate Avery, forced the inha
bitants to let him have what viCtuals he wanted; but fome time after, governor Trott 
put the ifland of Providence into fo good a condition, that though the French made 
feveral attempts, yet they were always obliged to retire with lofs. In 1697 Nicholas 
Webb, Efq. was fent to fucceed Mr. Trott, and he held the government about 
three years; in which time thefe iflands were in a better condition than they 
have ever been fince; and there was, in his time, in Providence and the adjacent 
iflands, near one thoufand inhabitants; fome tobacco was planted, a fugar mill fet 
up, and other improvements made; but, as we fhall fee hereafter, thefe \"ere foon 
def!:royed. 

To Mr. Webb fucceeded Elias Hafcott, Efq. who was fo little liked by the inha
bitants, that they took upon them to feize him, and put him in irons; and, having fent 
him away, afii.lmed the liberty of chufing a governor for themfelves, one Elias Light
good, Efq. in whofe time the fettlements were def!:royed; for, in July 1708, the 
Spaniards and French, from Petit Guaves, landed, furprized the fort, took the gover
nor prifoncr, plundered and f!:ripped the Englifh, burnt the town of Nafi~lU, all but 
Mr. Lightgood's houfe, together with the church, fpoiled the fort, and nailed up the 
guns; they carried off the governor, and about half the blacks, the ref!: faved themfelves 
in the woods; but in OCtober they came again, and picked up mof!: of the negroes. 
Mr. Lightgood having procured his liberty, by exchange or ranfom, came to Carolina, 
and going off thence in a vefieI, on fame adventure, was never fince heard of. The 
Englifh inhabitants of the Bahamas, after this fecond invafion, thought it in vain to 
ftay longer; fo Lhey removed, fome to Carolina, fame to Virginia, and fome to New 
England, and other places. 

The proprietors having appointed one Mr. Birch to go over governor to Providence, 
who, not having heard of the defertion of the inhabitants, went thither; but finding 
it a defart, he did not give himfelf the trouble to open his commiffion; he remained there 
two or three months, and was all that while forced to fleep in the woods; after which 
he returned back, and left the place uninhabited. This and the other Bahama Wands, 
were looked upon to be fa neceifary for the fecurity of our trade in the \V eft Indie3~ 
that the parliament of England have not thought them unworthy of their care, as well 
to have them cleared of pirates, as to defend them againf!: both Spaniards and French, 
who find their fituation very convenient to annoy or befriend their commerce. In 
Queen Anne's war both Spaniards and French over-ran and plundered the Bahama 
Iflands twice. Upon which, in March 17 I 4, the Houfe of Lords addreifed her Majefty, 
that the lfland of Providence might bc: l?J!t in a pof!:ure of defence. Their lordfhips 
obferving it would be of fatal confequence, if the Bahama Wands fhould fall into the 
hands of an enemy, they therefore prayed her Majef!:y to take the faid if1ands into her 
hands, and give fuch order for their fecurity as in her royal wifdom fhe fhould think 
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fit; but nothing was clone, And fot t~e future ~uiJ.~nc~ of ~uch as have it in their 
power to do good offices for our Amencan c?lol1les, It IS not l~l1proper to remeI?ber, 
that their lordlhips, four ye~l.rs after, took notice of th2.t neglet1111 an addrefs to his late 
Majefty King .George; il~ which they, fay there were not any the leail: means uf~d in 
compliance with that advlCe, for fecUfmg the Bahama Hlands, and that then the pirates 
had a lodgment with a batte;y on Harbour Ifla~d; and that the ufu,al ret~'e~t, and 
general receptacle for the plrates, was at PrOVidence. Herc-~pon hls IVIaJtily wa~ 
pleafed to give direCtions for diilodging thefe pirates, and makmg fettlements, and a 
fortification for its fecurity and defence. 

Purfuant to this addrefs, Captain Woods Rogers was appointed governor, the fame 
perron which went with. the Duke and Duchefs of, Brifl:ol to th~ South, Sea, and lll~de 
a profperous voyage, eight years before. He failed for PrOVIdence 111 17 J 8, takmg 
with him a lldval force for fubduing the pirates; in the mean time Colonel Bennet, 
governor of Bermudas, fent a floop to that ifland, requiring them to furrender them
felves, purfuant to the late proclamation. The pirates \I'ho were then on the ifland, 
very gladly accepted of the mercy offered them thereby, and promifed to furrender 
themfe!ves as [.,0'1 as they could get paifage to the Enp;lifh colonies; adding that they 
did not doubt but their fellows, who were at fea, would gladly do the fame after their 
example. Accordingly, Captain Henry Jennings, and fifteen others, immediately 
followed the Hoop to Bermudas, and furrendered themfelves; and Captain Lallie, and 
Captain Nichols, with a good number of their pirates, fent word that they would alfo 
fun'ender. The above-mentioned proclamation ,','as brought hither by Captain Peers, 
in the Phcenix frigate, then lately il:atiuned at New York; befides the above, Captain 
Rernigold, Captain Burges furrendered, and in the whole as many of their men as 
amounted to one hundred and fourteen, which were followed by many more; how
ever piracy was not fuppreifed, nor did Captain Rogers anfwer the expeetations of 
thofe that employed him; though at his arrival here he feemed very zealous in the 
fervice he was fent for. 

Re arrived at Naifau, in Providence, in July 1718. Vane, one of the captains of 
the plrates, knowing what errand he came upon, to reduce thofe robbers by the pro
clamation or by force, caufed a French fhip of twenty-t\VO guns, which he had taken, 
to be fet on fire, intending to make ufe of her as a fire-ihip, to burn the Rofe frigate, 
which came with governor \1\f oods Rogers; and, indeed, the Rofe would have been in 
much danger, had flle not got off in time, by cutting her cables. But Vane's bold and 
rafh attempt could not have fecured him; for befides the Rofe, there was at hand the 
:tlilford man of war, and another, aboard which \vas the governor. Thefe were foon 
after feen il:anding in for the harbour of Naifau, upon which Vane, and about fifty of 
his men, made off in a floop. The governor fent a floop of fufficient force after 
them, but the pirates got off; and the Milford, and the other man of war run aground. 
The 27th of July Mr. vVoods Rogers came on fhore, took poifeffion of the fort, and 
caufed his Majeil:y's commiffion to be read in the prefence of the officers, foldiers, and 
about three hundred people, whom he found there at his arrival' which had been 
almoft daily exercifed in arms for their defence, in cafe of attack by the Spaniards or 
Fre?ch. As for the pirates, they were not in fo great fear of them, moil: of them 
h~vmg been themfelves of the fraternity, w.iJ.o had furrendered and made their peace 
wuh the government. Woods Rogers brollght with him above one hundred foldiers, 
and this joint force which was, and might have been il:ill further recruited being 
fufficient to fecure the Bahama Wands againft any enterprize of the Fre;ch and 
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~p~niarJs; Mr. Rogers fet himfelf to regulate the government, and reftore order in it, 
whICh had been negleCted feveral years paft. 

Of the adventurers who came with him, fix were nominated to be of the council, as 
alfo fix of the inhabitants, who had never been pirates themfelves; and thus the appear
ance of government was renewed. As foon as the governor and council had fettled 
the board, about two hundred of thofe that had been pirates fur rendered themfelves 
to them, had certificates of their furrender, and took the oaths of allecriance, as did, 
voluntarily, the great eft part of the inhabitants of Providence; whereig, a few years 
after, were computed to be one thoufand five hundred fouls, out of thefe were formed 
three companies of militia, under officers of their own Wand; thefe companies took 
their turn every night in the town guard at N affau, and the independent company 'vas 
always upon duty in the fort here, and another of eight guns ereCted at the eal1ernmofr 
entrance into the harbour. 

It was by thefe methods that the face of affairs, in this part of the world, was entirely 
changed; the town of Naffau rebuilt; a regular force efrablifhed in Providence, and 
plantations fo laid out, that the country looked like an Englifh fettlement. Within a 
iliort time after, the neighbouring ifland of Eluthera was fettled likewifc, upon which~ 
about fixty families fixed themfelves, ereCted a fmall fort for their defence, and raifed 
a company of militia under their deputy governor, Mr. Holmes, by whofe prudent 
management matters were chiefly brought to bear; the like wa5 done in Harbour Ifland, 
where the plantation foon grew more confiderable, and a larger fort was built for the 
proteCtion of the inhabitants. Captain ,V oods Rogers returning to England, w~ 
fucceeded in his government by Captain Fitzwilliams, in whofe time an independent 
company, that had been fent thither mutinied, which had like to have produced fome 
very fatal confequences, but was happily fuppreffed; and by the moderation of the 
governor, only few of the mol1 guilty were made examples. 

This happened in the year 1736, from which time thefe iflancls have been improving, 
though flowly. It may well be wo~dered at by confiderate perfons, that confidering 
the number of poor people and men out of employment, which before the war pel1ered 
the I1reets of this city, and of all the great towns in the kingdom; fome methods 
were not taken for fending them over to thefe iflands, which would have been a relief 
to the people here, afforded them a comfortable fubfil1ence, and have contributed to 
augment the I1rength and increafe the riches of this nation. I fhall content myfelf with 
jul1 hinting this as it falls iI'l. my way, and proceed to the next corporation formed fot 
enlarging our commerce within the period of time a.ffigned to this feCtion. 

I I. This wa~ the Hudfon's Bay Company, ereCted by King Charles the lid. upon 
the following occafion; Monfieur Radifon, and Monfieur Goofelier, two Frenchmen. 
meeting with fome favages in the lake of Ailimponals, in Canada, they learnt of them 
that they might go hy land to the bottom of the bay, where the Englifh had not yet been; 
upon which they defired them to conduCt them thither, and the favages accordingly 
did it. The two Frenchmen returned to the upper lake the fame way they came, 
and thence to Quebec, the capital of Canada; where they offered the principal mer. 
chants to carry fhips to Hudfon's Bay, but their projeCt was rejeCted; thence they 
went to France, in hopes of a more favourable hearing at court; but after prefenting 
feveral memorials, and fpending a great deal of time and money, they were anfwered 
as they had been at Quebec, and their projeCt looked upon as chimerical. The King 
of England's ambaffador at Paris, hearing what propofal they had made, imagined he 
fuould do his country good fervice by engaging them to ferve the Englifh, who 
had already pretences to the Bay, perfuaded them to go for London, where they 
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met with a favourable reception from fame men of quality, merchants and other~) who 
employed Mr. Gillam, a perfon long ufed to the New England trade, to perfeCt this 
difcovery. . ., . 

He failed in the Nonefuch ketch, m the year 1667, mto Baffin s Bay, to the heIght 
of 75 degrees, and from t~ence fouthv.;ard .to 51 degrees? where he entere~ a river, to 
which he gave name ofPnnce Rupert s ~.1Ver; and findI~g the favages dlfpofed to a 
friendly commerce, he ereCted a fmall forrrefs there, whIch. he ft~led' Charles Fort. 
The: fuccefs of this expedition was fa remarkable, that the perions concerned in 
fitting out this veiTel, upon the return of Mr. Gillam, applied themfelves to King 
Charles the lId. for a patent, who accordingly granted them one, dated the zd of May, 
in the 2zd year of his reign, A. D. 1670' The firfr direCtors of what was called the 
lIudfon's Bay Company, were Prince Rupert, Sir James Hayes, Mr. "Yilliam Young, 
Mr. Gerrard Weymans, Mr. Richard Gfadock, Mr. John Letton, Chnftopher Wren, 
Efq. and Mr. Nicholas Haywood. 

The bay lies from 64 degrees north latitude, to 51 degrees, and is 10 degrees or 
fix hUl;dred miles in length. The mouth of the fueights lies in about 6 I degrees 
nortl! latitude, and is fix leagues over. At the mouth is an ifland called Refolution; 
Charles li1and, Salifbury Ifland, and Nottingham are in the {heights, and Mansfield 
Ifland is in the mouth of the bay. Hudfon's Streights, which leads to the bay, are about 
(me hundred and twenty leagues in length; the land on both fid'es inhabited by 
favage:o, of whom we have little or no knowledge. The fouth coaft is known by the 
name of the Terra de Labrador, the north by as many names as men of feveral 
nations have been there, and pretended to the difcovery. On the weft fide of the 
bay the Engli{h made a fettlement. built a fort at Port Nelfon, and all that country 
goes by the name of New South Wales. The bay here is called Button's and Hudfon's 
Bay, which is broadeft in this place, and may be near one hundred and thirty leagueE'. 
On the other {hore, Dr the coaft of Labrador, lie [everal iflands, called the Sleeper's 
liles, and the Baker's Dozen. The bottom of the bay, by which we underftand all 
that part of it from Cape Henrietta Maria, in New South Wales, to Redonda, below 
Prince Rupert's River, is about 80 leagues long, and all the way between 40 and 50 
leagues over. Here are feveral Wands to which the firft adventurers gave the names 
of fome great men in England, or fame that employed them; as Lord Wefton's mand, 
Sir Thomas Roe's Wand, Charleton Wand, and others. 

The two oppofite {hares are called the Eaft Main and Weft Main; the former is 
LabraJor, and latter New South Wales. The Continent at the bottom of the bay 
is, by the French pretended to be part of New France; and, indeed, to crofs the 
country from Saint Margaret's River, which runs into the river of Canada, to 
Rupert's River, at the bottoIU of HGdfon's Bay, is not above one hundred and 
fifty miles. At Rupert's Rjver the Engli{h built their firft fort, which they 
called Charles Fort. They never had any towns or plantations here, but live 
within their forts in little houfes or huts, wherein the Guilders confider nothing 
but how to defend them from the cold and rains, though they are not fa much difturbed 
by the lat,ter as by the, former. There, is ~n ifland about five or fix leagues from the 
Vveft Mam called the httle Rocky me, It bemg a mere heap of rocks and frones, with 
fome fl:nall bru~-wood grow~ng upon it; it is fuppofed t? overflow with great north. 
well; wm,ds, \\]11ch make a hIgh ,tIde all over the bay; III this ifle is plenty of gulls 
and fea iINallows; about three mIles from the fouth-fouth-can: part of tlo p ifland lic:s a 
dangerous reef of [an~, which ,is dry at low water. <:ha:'leton Illand is a dry white 
[:md, covered ,o;e: ·wlth a whIte mofs~ full of trees, Jumper and ipruce, though not 
very large. 1 hIS lfland affords a beauuful profpect to fuch as are near it in the [pring~ 
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after a long voyage of three or four months, in the moll uncomfortable [eas in the 
world, occafioned by the vaft mountains of ice which drive in the bay and ftreights ; 
againfl: which, if fhips happen to fl:nke, they are dafhed in pieces, as certainly as if 
they ran againft rocks; for, indeed, they are rocks petrified by the violence of the 
continual frofl:s. To fee one day the fhore on the vVefl: Main bare, the mountail'.s 
covered with fnow, and nature looking as if frozen to death; and the next to behold 
Charletol'l Wand fpreacl with trees, and the branches making, as it ,vere, a green tuft 
of the whole, is a change capable of giving the greatefl: pleafure, after the htirrues of 
an intolerable winter voyage. <:> 

The air, even at the bottom of the bay, though by the latitude it is nearer the fun 
than London, being in 5 I degrees, is exceffive cold for nine months; the other three 
months very hot; but on a north-wefl: wind the foil on the Eaft Main, as well as the 
Wefl:, bears no manner of grain; fome fruits, goofeberries, fl:rawberries, and dewberries, 
grow about Prince Rupert's River. The commodities for trade here are guns, 
powder, fhot, cloth, hatchets, kettles, tobacco, &c. which the Englifh exchange with 
the Indians, for furs, beavers, martins, foxes, moore, and other fkins and furs. The 
great profits acquired by this trade, and the profpeCt of ingroffin)! it, wholly engaged 
the new company to profecute their meafures vigoroul1y, and to do all that lay in their 
power to fettle a good correfpondence with the natives, whom they found very traCtable 
in that point, and willing to do any thing they could expeCt from them upon reafon. 
able terms; for the Indians about Rupert's River, and other places in the bay, are 
more fimple than the Canadans, who have had longer commerce with the Europeans; 
they are generally peaceable, and not given to quarrel, either among!l themfelves or 
others, except the Nodways, a wild, barl::arous people on the borders of HuMon's 
Streights, who fometimes, in flight parties, make incurfions on the other Indians, and 
having murdered eight or ten, return in triumph. 

The Indians of certain difl:riCts, which are bounded by fucl! and fuch rivers, have 
each an okimah, as they call him, or captain, over them, who is an old man, con. 
fidered only for his prudence and experience; he has no authority out what they 
think fit to give him upon certain occafions; he is the fpeech-maker to the Englifh, 
as alfo in their own councils, when they meet every fprint; and fall to fettle the dif. 
pofition of their quarters, for hunting, fowling, and fiihing, every family ha.ve 
their boundaries adjufl:ed, which they feldom quit, except they have no fuccefs there 
in their huming, and then they join in with fome family who have fucceeded. Their 
notions of religion are but very l1ender; they fay there are two Monetoes,or Spirits, the 
one fends all the good things, and the other all the bad. Their wodhip confifl:s ia 
fongs and dances at their fcafts, in honour of their Monetoes that have favoured 
them; but if tbey are fick or familhed, they hang fome little bauble which they fet 
a value upon, on the top of a pole near the tent, to pacify the fpirit offended, ;;::.;. 
they conceive. 

But to return to our hifl:ory: in the year 1670 the company fent over Charles 
Bailey, Efq. as their gov~rnor, who with Mr. Radifon, fettle~ at R~~ert's River, and 
another faCtory was efl:abhlhed at Fort Nelfon. Some years after WIlham Lydall, Efq. 
was fent to fucceed Mr. Bailey, and one Mr. Bridger was fent to Fort Nelfon. In 1683 
Henry Serjeant, Efq. was made governor at Rupert's River, with orders to be very 
careful of the French, who began now to :!hew themfelves very jealous of the trade 
carried on by the Englifh company with the natives; and at the fame time they were 
not a little perplexed by fome bad practices among their own fervants; who confider
ing the hardfhips they endured in that miferOlble cold country, thought they might 
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make bold with fome part of the profits, which were en.tirely owing to their labour and 
negociations with the natives! for the. company .by theIr gove~no~s and agents, made 
fuch contraCts with the captams or kmgs of flvers, or terntones where they had 
fettlements for the freedom of :rade there, exclufive of all others, that the Indians 
could not pretend they had encroached upon the~l. Thefe contraCts were as ~rm 
4lS the Indians could make them by f uch ceremontes as were moft facred and oblIga
tory among them. 

In the year 1686 we find the company in pofTeilion of five fettlements, vi~. Albany 
River, Hayes Iiland, Rupert's.River, Fort Nelfon, and New Severn; theIr trade at 
each of them was very confiderable. From Albany River they had -generally three 
thoufand five hundred beavers a year, and by Mr. Serjeant's great care and fidelity, 
their commerce increafed fa mllch, that the French began to be afraid all the upland 
Indians might be drawn down to-the bay. They knew they could do any thing with 
King James II. who then reigned inEngland; and therefore they refolved to drive the 
Engliili out of all their places in the bottom of the bay. Firft they took Hayes Ifland:. 
and then the fort on Rupert's River. The French company at Canada procured a 
detachment of foldiers to be fent, under the Chevalier de Troyes, who came over land 
from Quebec., and in a time of profound peace committed thefe aCts of hoftilities. It 
is worth obferving, that the French have fo good an opinion of their American colonies, 
as to take not ()nly all lawful, but even unlawful means, to preferve and enlarge them:. 
as contemptible as they are in themfelves; whereas theEngliili, who, next the Spaniards~ 
have the richeft plantations in this part of the world, have been as negligent of them as if 
they were not worth keeping. 

The 8th of July, the Chevalier de Troyes came before the fort at Albany River,. 
where the governor Mr. Serjeant, then. refided. Two Indians having informed him 
of their having furprized the forts at Hayes Iiland and Rupert's River, ,md had 
brought with them the great guns from thefe places, the governor did all that was in 
his power to defend the place, but was not able to keep it above a week, as appears by 
the articles of his furrender, dated July the r6th, 1686, which articles were but 
indifferently kept. In 1693, the Hudfon's Bay Company, being ailifled by the 
government, retook all the forts and faCtories of which the French had deprived. 
them in time of peace; bur they were foon after driven out of them again by 
the French. 

In the year 1696, the Company applied themfelves to King William, reprefenting 
their own incapacity to maintain themfelves againft the French, and praying the affifr
ance of the crown for their fupport; upon which two men of war were ordered to 
their alIiftance, under the command of Captain Allen, who coming into the River 
Hayes, fent to fummon all the forts to furrender; and the French governor, finding he 
could not defend them againft the Englifu, capitulated; and on the :zd of Auguft, in 
the fame year, furrendered Albany Fort upon certain articles, the chief of which were" 
that all thofe in the fort, as well French as Indians, and one Engliiliman, the gover
nor's fervant, iliould have their lives and liberties; and that no harm or violence ihould 
be do~e to ~heir perfons, or any thing that belonged to them; that they iliould march 
out WIth theIr arms, drums beating, colours flying, match lighted at both ends, ball 
in mouth, an~ carry with them the two guns brought from France; that they iliould 
all e~bark WIth th~ir clothes, and goods, without being vifited or pillaged in any thing; 
and, If they met \\Ith any French veff'els, there iliould be a truce between the Engliili 
and them; and the faid French velfels {hould be permitted to take aboard the perfons 
that came out of the fame fort, with all that belonged to them. Thefe conditions 
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were a little too honourable t~ grant, though they were complied with. Captain Allen 
took the governor, and fome of his men, aboard his own /hip, the Bonadventure; 
fome he put aboard the Seaford, and the reft aboard a merchant-man, called the 
Doring. 

In his return he fought the Mary Rofe frigate, then a French privateer of fifty 
guns, and was killed in the engagement; which gave the Frenchman an opportunity 
to bear away. As to the other two forts, they followed the fate of Albany, and Mr. 
Knight was reftored to the government of Fort Nelfon. Mr. Knight had ferved Mr. 
Sergeant while he was governor of Fort Albany, and was acquainted with the trade. 
In the year 1697, the Hampfhire frigate, and Owners Love fireiliip, two of the king's 
ihips, were loft in this bay, and all the men drowned. Indeed the ice rendered it fo 
dangerous, that the commerce feemed not to be worth the riik that was rim for it. 
Whether thofe two /hips run againft thofe 'frozen mountains that float in the fea, or 
foundered, is not known; but it is certain they were loft, and that all the men 
periilied; which was the caufe of fome inconvenience. After this time it appears 
very clearly, that the trade of the Hudfon's Bay Company declined extremely, but 
whether from any advantage gained in trade by the French, or from any ill manage
ment of their affairs at home or abroad, I cannot pretend to fay. This, however, is 
certain, that in the next general war the French had renewed their attacks upon the 
fettlements of the Hudfon's Bay Company, and this with fuch effetl:, that they foon 
left them nothing but Fort Albany, which very well accounts for the low ftate of 
their trade to the end of the war, and fame time after. At the making the treaty at 
Utrecht, great care was taken of this company, who by the 10th and I Ith articles 
have every thing reftored to them that had been taken hom them, and an equitable 
fatisfatl:ion ftipulated for their loffes. Since which time the trade of the company 
has wonderfully encreafed, infomuch that it became, at leaft, treble to what it was 
at the time that peace was made, and is flill in a very flouriiliing condition. 

It is very natural for fuch as reap the benefit of any branch of trade, to be as filent 
and fecret about it as poffible, which is the reafon that till within thefe few years both 
the country and the commerce of Hudfon's Bay were very little, and indeed fcarce 
at all known here, though c,Clrri'cd on entirely by this nation. As for the French, they 
had fo little notion of it that t~,ey treated all Mr. lberville's projetl:s upon this fubjed 
as mere chimeras; and when a memorial was prefented to the Regem Duke of Orleans) 
fettin~ forth the great ~langers theFrench fettlements in North America mull: run, if the 
EnglUh /hould ever lay open this trade, or think of tranfporting their felons into this 
part of the world, it was looked upon as a mere vifion. But fince that time they are 
become much better acquainted with this part of America, as appears from the account I 
have already given from one of their authors. 

But as to the produtl: and prefent condition of this country, the beft account I 
ever faw of it, is that publiilied by Mr. Dobbs, from the mouth of one experimentally 
acquainted with it, and from .whom.l fhall borrow. as much as I th~I~k may. fuff.ce. to 
give the reader a general notlOn of Its nature a~d Importance. "I he Indlan.s bemg 
obliged to go afhore every day to hunt for provlfions, delays them very much m then' 
yoyages; for their canoes are fo very fmall, holding only two men and a pack of one 
hundred beaver ikins, that they cannot carry provifions with them for any time. If 
t hey had larger canoes, they would make their voyages fhorter, and carry many more 
beaver:-, LO market, at leaft four times as many, befides other ikins of value, which are 
too heavy for their prefent canoes; this, and the high price of the European goods, 
by the company in exchange, ~lif;:ourages the natives fo much, that if they were not 
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abfolutely under a neceffity of having gun~, powder, anll ~ot, hatchets, and otber iron 
tools foJ' their hunting, and tobacco, brandy, and fome pamt for luxury, they would 
not go down to the fael:ory with what they now carry. At prefent they.leave gre.at 
numbers of furs and {];;:ins behind them. A good hunter among the IndIans can klll 
fix hundred beavers in a feafon, and can carry down but one hundred; the ref!: he ufes 
at home, or hangs them upon branches of ~rees, upon th~ death of their c~ildren, as 
an offering to them, or ufe them for beddmg and covermgs. They fometnnes burn 
ofT the fur, and roaf!: the beavers like pigs, upon any entertainments, and they often 
let them rot, having no further ufe for them. The beavers, he fays, are of three 
colours, the brown reddifu colour, the black, and white; the firf!: is the cheapef!:, the 
black 1s mof!: valued by the company in England, the white the moil valued iU 
Canada, giving eighteen fuillings, when others give five or fix fuillings; it is blown 
UPOD by the companies factors at the bay, they not allowing fo much for thefe as for 
the others, and therefore the Indians ufe them at heme, or burn off the hair, when they 
roail the beavers like pigs, at an entertainment when they feail together. He fays 
thefe i1;;:ins are extremely white, and have a fine luf!:re, no fnow being whiter, and have 
a fine long fur or hair. He has feen fifteen tak-:n of that colour out of one lodge 
or pond. 

" The beavers have three enemies, man, otters, and the carcajon, or quecquehatch, 
which prey upon them, when they take them at advantage; the lail is as large as a very 
great dog, it has a fuort taillike a deer or hart, and has a good fur, valued at a beaver 
and a half in exchange. The beavers chiefefl: food is the poplar, or tremble, but 
they alfo eat fallows, alders, and mof!: other trees, not having a refinous juice. The 
middle bark is their food; in May, when the wood is not plenty, they live upon a 
large root which grows in the marfues a fathom long, and as thick as a man's leg, 
the French called it volet; but the beavers are nol fo good food as when they feed 
upon trees. They will cut down trees about two fathoms in girth with their teeth, 
and one of them obferves, when it is ready to fall, and gives a great cry, and runs the 
contrary way, to give room for the refl: to get out of the way. They then cut off all 
the twigs and fmaller branches, two or three fathoms in. length, and draw them to 
their houfes, which they have built in their ponds; after having raifed or repaired 
their pond head, and made it f!:aunch, and thrufl: one end into the clay or mud, 
that they may lie under water all the winter, to p-referve tlh: bark green and 
tender, for their winter provifion. After cutting off the fmall branches, they cut 
and carry away the larger, until they come to the bole of the tree. The beavers 
are excellent food, but the tongue and tail the mofl: delicious parts of the whole. 
They are very fat from November until the end of March; they h3ve their 
roung i?- the beginning of [ummer, at which time the females are lean by fuck. 
lIng: theIr young, and the males are lean the whole fummer, when they are making 
c" repairing their ponds and houfes, and cutting down and providing timber and 
branches for their winter ilore. They breed once in a year, and have from ten to 
~fteen at a litter, which grow up in one feafon, fo that they multiply very fafl:; and 
if they can empty a pond and take the whole lodge, they generally leave a pair to 
bree~l, fo ~hat they are fully fl:ocked again in two or three years. The loup corvier, 
or lynx, IS of the cat kind, but as large as a great dog; it preys upon all beaf!:s it can 
conquer, as does the tiger, which is the only beafl: in that country that will not fly 
fro~ ~ man. The Americ,at; oxen or beeves, have a l.arge bunch upon their backs, 
whIch IS by far the mofl: delIcIOUS part of them for food, It being all as [weet as marrow, 
juicy and rich, and weighs fevcral pounds. 

" The 
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" The Indians wel1: of the bay, living an erratic life, can have no benefit by tame 
fowl or cattl~; they feldom fl:ay above a fortnight at a place, unlefs they find plenty 
of game. When they remove, after having built their hut they difperfe to get game 
for their food, and meet ag;,;.in at night, after having killed enough to maintain them 
that day; they do not go above a league or two from their hut. Vvhen they find 
fcarcity of game, they remove a league or two farther, and thus they traverfe through 
thefe woody countries and bogs, fcarce miffing one day winter or fummer, fair or foul, 
in the greateft fl:orms of fnow, but what they are employed in fome kind of chace. The 
fmaller game, got by traps or fnares, are generally the employment of women and 
children, fuch as the martins, fquirrels, ermins, &c. The elks, fl:ags, rein deer, 
bears, tige~'s, wild beef, wolves, foxes, beavers, otters~ corcajon, &c. are the employment 
of the men. The Indians, when they kill any game for food, leave it where they kill it, 
and fend their wives next day to carry it home. They go home in a direct line, 
never miffing their way by obfervation they make of the courfe they take upon their 
going out, and fo judge upon what point their huts are, and can thus direct themfelve~ 
upon any point of the compafs. The trees all bend towards the fouth, and the 
branches on that fide are larger and fl:ronger than on the north fide, as alfo the mOl" 
upon the trees. To let their wives know how to come at the killed game, they from 
pllce to place break off branches, and lay them in the road, pointing them the way they 
j~ould go, and fometimes mofs, fo that they never mifs finding it. 
, " In winter when they go abroad, which they muft do in all \Ieathers to hunt and 

1hoot, for their daily food, before they drefs they rub themfel·\",s ail over with bear's 
grcafe, or oil of beavers, which does not freeze, and alfo rub all the fur off their beaver 
coats, and then put them on; they have alfo a kind of boots or fl:ockings of beaver's 
[kin, well oiled, with the fur inwards) and above them they have an oiled {kin laced 
about their feet, which keeps out the cold, and alfo 'water where there is no ice or fnow, 
and by this means they never freeze or fuffer any thing by cold. In fummer alfo, 
when they go naked, they rub themfelves ,,,ith thefe oih or greafe, <lnll expofe them
felves to the fun without being fcorched, theIr {killS bf.ing ahyays kept foft <lIlll fupple 
by it, nor do any flies, bugs, or mu{ketoes, or any noxious infect cver molt[e them. 
\Vhen they want to get rid of it they go into the Welter, and rub themfelvt's all over 
with mud or clay, and let it dry upon them, and then rub it off. But whenever they 
are free from the oil, the flies and muO~eloes imm;xliltely attack them, and oblige 
them again to anoint themfelves. 

" The Indians make no ufe of honey; he faw no bees there but the wild hl1rnbl~
bee; but they are fo much afraid of being fl:ung with thelll, as they [.,0 naked hl 
{ummel', that they avoid them as much as they can. l~or he did not fec: any .)1' the 
Imple they ufe in Canada to make fugar of, but only the birch, y,hulc jLl~ce they ufe 
for the fame purpofe; boiling it until it is black and dry, and then ufing it \"iih their 
meat. They ufe no milk from the time they are weaned, and they all hJ.te to tafte 
cheefe, having taken up an opinion that it is made of dead ,nen's fat; Lley love 
prunes and raifins, and will give a b2aver {kin for tW21ve of them, to carr~ [0 their 
children, and alfo for a thruin or jew's harp. 

" He fays the women have: all fine voices, bllt have never heard any mu5cal in
fl:rument. They are very fond of all forts of pictures or prints, giving a Leaver for the 
leafl: print, and all toys are like jewels to them. \V~en he got to the natiYls, iouth
ward of Pachegoia" he had about thirty cowries left, and a few fn13li bells, kfs titan 
hawks-bells. When he {hewed one of them, they gave him a beaver's {kin fur it, and 
they \\llT [0 fond that fome 'ga\'e him two !kins, or three mart('n:kins, fur one, to 
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give their wives to make them fine. The m2rtens they take in traps, for if they {hoot 
them their ikins would be fpoiled; they have generally five or fix at a l~tter. He fays 
the natives are fo difcouraged in their trade with the company, that no ikins are worth, 
the carriage; and the fineft furs were fold for very little, when they came to the 
faCtory in June 1742. The prices they took for the European goods were much 
higher than the fettled prices fixed by the company, which the governors fix fo to fhew 
the company how zealous they are to improve their trade, and fell their goods to ad. 
vantage. He fay~ they gave but a pound of gunpowder for four beavers; a fathom or 
tobacco for feven beavers; a pound of fuot for one; an ell of coarfe cloth for fifteen; 
a blanket for twelve; two fifh.hooks or three flints for, one; a gun for twenty.five; a 
pifiol for ten; a common hat, with white lace, for feven; an axe for four; a bill.hook 
for one; a gallon of brandy for four; a chequered fuirt for feven; all which were fold 
at a monfirous profit, even to two thoufand per cent. Notwithfianding this dif
couragement, the two fleets which went down with him, and parted at the Great Fork, 
carried down two hundred packs of one hundred each, twenty thoufand beavers; and the 
other Indians who arrived that year, he computed, carried down three hnndred 
packs of two hundred each, making thirty thoufand; in all fifty thoufand beavers, 
and above nine thoufand martens. 

" The furs there are much more valuable than the furs upon the Canada lakes, fold 
at New York; for thefe will give five or fix fuillings per pound, when the others 
fell at three fhillings and fixpencrt. He fays that if a fort was built at the Great Fork) 
fixty leagues above York Fort, and a faCtory with European goods was fixed there, 
and a reafonable price was put upon the European goods, that the trade would be 
wonderfully incteafed ; for the natives from the fouthward of Pachegoia, could make, 
at leaft, two returns in a fummer, and thofe at greater difl:ances could make one, who 
cannot now come at all; and above double the number would be employed in 
hunting, and many more ikins would be brought to market, that they cannot now 
afford to bring, for the expence and low price given for them. The fiream is fo 
gentle from the Fork to York }'ort, on either branch, that large veffels and fhallops 
may be built there, and carry down the bulky goods, and alfo return again againfi 
the fiream; and the climate is good and fit to produce grain, pulfe, &c. and very good 
grafs and hay for horfes and cattle; and if afterwards any fettlement were made upon 
Pachegoia, and veffels built to navigate that lake, which is not more northerly than the 
latitude of 5 2 degFees~ the trade would be fiill vafily inlarged and improved, and fpread 
the trade not only up the river and lakes, as far as the Lake du Bois and du Pluis, but 
alfo among the Afiinibouls, and nations beyond them; and the nation de Vieux 
Hommes, who are two hundred leagues wefiward of Pachegoia. He fays the nations 
who go up that river with prefents, to confirm the peace, are three months in going, 
and fay they live behind a range of mountains beyond Affinibouls; he faw feveral of 
them, who all wanted a joint of their little finger, which they faid was cut off foon after 
they were born, but gave no reafon for it. 

" Whilfi he was at York Fort he got acquainted with an old Indian who lived at 
fame difi~nce from Nelfon's Bay to the weftward, being one of thofe they call the 
home Indians, who had about fifteen years ago, gone at the head of thirty warriors to 
make war againfi the Attimofpiquais, Tete Plat, or Plazcotez de Chiens, a nation 
lying northwar~, on t.he wefiern o~ean of America; . he was the only one that returned, 
all the reft bemg killed, or penfued through fatigue or want of food; upon their 
return, when they went they carried their own families with them, and hunted and 
fifhed from place to place for two winters and one fummer, having left their co~ntry in 
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:mtumn, and in April following came to the fea fide on the weftern coaft, where they 
immediately made their canoes; at fome fmall diftance they faw an Wand, which was 
about a league and a half long; when the tide was out, or water fell, they had no 
water betwixt them and the Wand, but when it rofe, it covered all the pafTage and the 
if1and, as high as the woods upon the fhore. There they left their wives and childr~n, 
and old men to conduCt them home, and provide them with provifions by hunting and 
fhooting for them upon the road; and he with thirty warriors, went in queft of the 
enemies of the Tete Plat. 

" After they parted with their families they came to a ftreiO'ht which they pafTed in 
their canoes; the fea co aft lay almoft eaft and were, for he o[;:,i-d the fun rofe on his 
right-hand, and at noon it was almoft behind him, as !1e pafTed the ftreirrht, and always 
fet in the fea. After pailing the fl:re-ight, they coall:ed alon;.; the ° fea for three 
months, going into the country and woods as they went along to hunt for provifions. 
He faid they faw a great many large black fifh, [pouting up water in the fea. After 
they had thus coafted for near three months, they faw the footfl:eps of fome men on 
the fand, by which they judged they were not far from their enemies; upon which 
they quitted their canoes, and went five days through the woods and bm11es, which 
were but very low and fhrubby, and fa clofe they could with difficulty make way 
through it; and then came to the banks of a river, wh~re they found a brge town of 
their enemies; and, after making their ufual cry, they difcharged their arrows and 
guns againft thofe who appeared; upon which they fled; but finding how few they 
were, they retnrned and killed fifteen of them, and wOUl1ded three or four more; 
upon which they fled to the woods, and from thence made their efcape to their canoes 
before their enemies overtook them; and, after a great deal of fatigue got to the 
{heights, and after getting over they all died one after another of fatigue and 
famine, except this old man; leaving him alone to travel to his own country, which 
took him up about a year's time, having left his gun when his ammunition was fpent, 
and, and loft all his arrows, and upon his return had not even a knife with him; 
fa that he was reduced to live upon herbs and mofs growing upon the rocks, and was 
almoft famiihed when he reached the river Sakie, where he met his friends, who relieved 
him when he defpaired of ever again feeing his own country." 

This, fays Mr. Dobbs, is the account fo far as Jofeph la France could inform me of 
thofe countrIes fouthward of York Fort, which may be brought to trade there in time. 
It muft be allowed, that this relation is equally inftructive and entertaining; it makes 
us at once acquainted with the country, and with the rearons which fhoule! induce us 
to think it worth our while to enquire about it; it {hews us, that thefe countries are far 
from being unhofpitable, or uninhabitable; that, on the contrary, there are many 
nations already known, and many more of whom the Europeans h<lve had notice; 
all of whom are fufficiently in ,vant, and have it at the fame time abundantly in their 
power to pay us for fupplies. This, I fay, is evidently made appear, fince itis affirmed, 
and the faCt is fo true as not be difputed, that the French carryon a great trade with 
thefe Indians, and that they are very well able to bear the rigour of the feafons in thQfe 
parts; and if they can bear it, furely fo may we. 

lt may indeed be objected, that the French are very apt t9 boaft of much more than 
they perform, and therefore we ought not to give an implicit credit to their relations, 
dpecially in their own favour. 

Bm this is eafily anfwered, fince Mr. Dobbs has alfo furnifhed us with Englifb 
memoirs that prove the very fame thing; and therefore I {hall quote from him what 
is fufficient for that purpofe, and which is no lefs entertaining than the account give'l 
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us by Jofeph 101 France, and of no le~s authority th~n his, fince. it is given os by an 
Englifuman of credit, who reports nothmg but from hiS own experience and obfervatlon :-

" Mr. Froft, who has been many years employed by t?e. company in ~he bay, ?oth 
at Churchill and Moofe River faCtory and who was their mterpreter wIth the naoves7 

and travelled a confiderable way inro' the country, both north-weft of Churchill and 
fouthward of Moofe River faCtorv and has refided at Moofe River, fince the faCtory , , 
was made there in 1730, gives a very good account of that climate and country there, 
~nd up the river fouthward of it: he fays the faCtory is bupt near. the mouth of ~he 
river, in latitude 5 I degrees 28 minutes, upon a naVigable rIver, whIch, at twelve miles 
diftant from the fort is divided iuto two branches; one comes from the fouthward, the 
.other from the fouth-weft. Upon the fouthem branch, all fort of grain thrives, as 
barley, beans, and peafe do at the faCtory, though expofed to all the chilling winds 
which come from the ice in the bay. Upon the fouthem part, above the falls, there 
grows naturally along the river, the fame kind of wild oats and rye mentioned already 
upon the lake of Sieno, the hulk. being black, but the grain within perfeaIy white and 
clear, like rice; the Indians beating it off when ripe into their canoes, as they pafs along 
the river, it growing in the water, like rice. In their woods, at the bottom of the 
bay, at Moofe and Albany, as well as at Rupert's River, are very large timber 
trees of all kinds; oak, aih, &c. as \Yell as pine, cedar, and fpruce; they have 
exceeding good grafs to make hay, which improves every day, as they cut and 
feed it, and may have every where within land all forts of pulfe and grain, and all 
forts of fruit trees, as in the fame climate in Europe; for all the forts they have tried 
thrive very well. 

" The ice breaks up at Moofe faCtory in the beginning of April, but higher up in 
the country in March. It is navigable for canoes a great way up among the falls; at a 
'confiderable diftance there is one fall of fifty feet, but above that it is deep, and 
navigable for a great way; the climate above the fall is very good, and the river 
abounds with that wild rice. The French have got a haufe, or fettlement for trade, 
near the fouthem branch, above one hundred miles above the faCtory, where they fell 
their goods cheaper than the company do, although it be fo difficult to carry them fo 
far from Canada, and very expenfive; and give as much for a marten's ikin as they do 
for a beaver, when we infift upon three for one; fo that the French get all the choice 
fkins, and leave only the refufe for the company. The French have alfo got another 
houfe pretty high up upon Rupert's River, by which they have gained all the trade 
upon the Eaft Main, except a little the company get at Siude river." He fays, "That 
upon the fouth frde of the great inland fea, upon the Eaft Main, which has lately been 
difcovered, there is an exceeding rich lean mine, from which the natives have brought 
very good ore, which might turn to very great advantage, as well as the furs upon that 
coaft, which might be vaftly increafed if the trade was laid open, and fettlements made 
in proper places. He fays, when he was at Churchill, he travelled a confiderable way 
in the country north-weftward of the River of Seals, that near the river and fea-coait 
there were fmall furubby woods; but for many miles, at leaft fixty farther into the 
country, they had nothing but a barren white mofs, upon which the rein-deer feed,. 
and alfo the moofe, buffaloes, and other deer; and the natives told him, farther weft
ward, beyond that barren country, there were large woods. He was acquainted when 
there, about fifteen years ago, \vith an Indian chief, who traded at Churchill, who had 
been often at a fine copper mine, which they ftruck off the rocks with !harp fl:ones~ 
He faid it was upon illands at the mouth of the river, and lav to the northward of that 
(;ountry where they had no night in fummer. ' 

" As 
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" As to the trade M Churchill, it is increafing; it being at too great diilance from 
the French for them to interfere in the trade; in the year 1742, it amounted to twenty 
thoufand beavers. There were about one hundred up-land Indians came in their 
canoes to trade, and about two hundred northern Indians, who brought their furs and 
fkins upon fledges; fome of them came down the River of Seals, fifteen leagues north. 
ward of Churchill, in canoes, and brought their furs from thence by land. They have 
'no beavers to the northward of Churchill, they not having there fuch ponds or woods as 
they choo[~ to feed upon; but they have great numbers of martens, foxes, bears, rein
deer, buffaloes, wolves, and other beafts of rich furs, the country being moil:ly rocky, 
and covered with white mofs, upon which the rein-deer, or cariboux, feed. 

" There is a great deal of fmall wood, of the fprtlce or fir kind, near the old faCtorv ; 
but the wood improves, as it is farther up the river from the bay; where they ha've 
juniper, birch, and poplar. And more foutherly the timber is larger, and there are 
great variety of trees; they are under great inconveniences at the new fort, which is upon 
an elevated fituation, upon a rock without {belter, clofe by the {hore, furrounded \yith 
fnow and ice for eight months in the year, expofed to all the winds and ftorms that 
happen; where they can have no conveniency of grafs or hay, or gardening, and yet 
they had four or five horfes there, and a buH, and two cows, near the faCtory; but 
they were obliged to bring their hay from a madhy bottom, fome miles up the river, to 
feed them in winter; but if a fettlement was made higher up the river fouthward, fome 
leagues from the bay, in {helter, without the reach of the chilling winds, they would 
have grafs and hay fufficient, and might have alfo gardens and proper greens, and roots, 
propagated there. They fay there is a commumcation betwixt that river and Nelfon's 
River, at a grpat diftance within land, or a very {bort land-carriage betwixt them; for 
the Indians who trade here tell them, each feafon, what chiefs, with their followers, go 
down that year to Nelfon or Albany river." 

We may juftly wonder that we never had before any clear account of thefe matters, 
confidering how long we have had factories in thefe parts; and that on thf' contrary aU 
the accounts hitherto given reprefent the coafls of H udfon's Bay, as the moft forlorn 
and dreadful part of the univer[e, hitherto difcovered; as regions freezing and frigh tful, 
almoft beyond all defcription, and which it would appear dreadful and cruel to fend 
even malefaCtors to inhabit. But for this the fame gentleman has fully accounted; and 
it is requifite that the public {hould be very well acquainted with the account that he has 
given; for fince the great council of the nation has thought fit to encourage an attempt 
to difcover a paiTage this way into the South Seas, it is very reafonable to fuppofe that 
endea,,:ours will not be wanting to pufh that attempt to the utmoft ; to facilitate \vhich 
there is nothing of fa great importance as the proving that the difcouragem(~nts which 
have been hitherto reprefented as infuperable, have been over-rated, and that not· 
withftanding all that has been faid of them, it is not only pollible but probable, that 
they may be overcome ; towards which nothIng fmel), can contribute more than the 
pointing out the motives, upon which they have hitherto been conftantly reprefented, 
in fa ftrong a light, which is very efFeCtually done in the following railage from the 
fame author; who, as he has fiudied this point, fo it mua be allowed he has made it 
as clear as with reafon could well be expeCted. 

" The company avoid all they can making difcoveries to the northward of Churd1ilJ, 
or extending their trade that way, for :n:ar they {bould difcover a paiTage to the wcfl:ern 
ocean of America, and tempt, by that means, the reft of the Engliih merchants to lay 
()pen their trade, which they know they have no legal right to ; which, if the paihge 
was found, would not only animate the reft of the merchants to purfue the traJ~ 
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through that pa{fage, but alfo t? find, o,u~ the great advantages ~hat might be made of 
the trade of the rivers and countnes adJommg to the bay, by whIch !lleans they would 
lofe their beloved monopoly. But the pro[peCt they have of gam, to be made by 
tradinf! with the Eikimauk Indians, for whale-fin, whale and fea 011, and fea-horfe 
teeth, '-'induces them to venture a floop annually, as far as 62 degrees 30 minutes, to 
Wl;;l!e Cove, where thefe Indians meet them, and truck their fins and oil with them. 
But though they are fully informed of a fine copper min~ on a navigable a~m of the f~a, 
north-wefhvard of Whale Cove, and the Indians have offered to carry thelr floops to It, 
yet their fear of difcovering the pa{fage puts boundt; to their avarice, and prevents their 
going to the mine, which by all accounts is very rich. Yet thofe who have been at 
Whale Cove, own that from thence northward is all broken land; and that after 
pailing fame ii1ands, they from the hills fee the fea open, leading to the well:ward. 
Anu the Indians who have been often at the mine fay it is upon a navigable arm of the 
rea, of great depth, leading to the fauth-weft, where are great numbers of large black 
fifh fpouting water, which confirms the opinion that all the whales feen between Whale 
Cove and ",Yager River, all come there from the weft ern ocean, fince none are feen any 
where elfe in HuMan's Bay or Streight. All along this coall: from the latitude 62 
degrees to 65 degrees, a very beneficial fifuery of whales may be carried on with thefe 
Eikimauk Indians; who, even without the ufe of iron, can harpoon and kill whales, 
and if they were fupplied with iron harpoons, and proper cordage, they might be 
brought to kill great numbers of them. At prefent all their nets, lines, and fnares, 
are made of whale-bone, and moft of their boats and other nece{faries of the feal-fkins, 
fifu-bones, and fea-horfe teeth, and in making all things neceifary for them, they are 
very neat and ingenious." 

The fame judicious perfon, from whom we have borrowed fo much already, has 
taken the pains to give, from very authentic relations, a very clear, as well as a very 
copious account of mofl: of the Indian nations that lie at the back of, our northern 
colonies, and between the French fettlements in Canada, and on the Miffiffippi River; 
with the countries they inhabited, and the produCt of thofe countries, which I ell:eem a 
thing of very great confequence, and as material a fervice to this nation, as has been 
rendered for many years; the account is too long for me to infert, but the inferences 
he draws from it are fo juft, and of fo high confequence, that I think it would be an 
injury done the reader not to report them, as it would certainly be doing both him and 
the fubjeCl: great wrong, to report them in any other than his own words, which with. 
out farther preface I fuall ufe; only it is neceifary to prelllife at the time this gentleman 
publifhecl his book, the war with France was not aCtually broke out. 

" How glorious, fays he, would it be for us at the fame time to civilize fo many 
nations, and improve fo large and fpacious a country, by communicating our conll:itu
tion and liberties, both civil and religious, to fo many numbers, whofe happinefs and 
pleafure would increafe at the fame time, that an increafe of wealth and power would be 
added to Britain. 

" There is, at prefent, a beginning of this fcheme, by the zeal of Mr. Barclay, who 
is inftruCting and civilizing the l\Iowhawks, among the Iroquefe, who from a warlike 
nation have embarked in trade, and entered into alliances with all nations round the 
lakes Huron and Errie, and to the wefl:ward as far--as the Miffiffippi, which is firmly 
efl:ablifhed by the gain they make by the trade. The Englifu, from New York, have 
fixed at Ofwega, in their country, upon equitable terms with all the Indians, who come 
now from a great dill:ance to trade at that town; I ndians coming now to trade there, 
whQfe names were never before known to the Engli!h. This therefore [eems to be the 
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critical time to begin this fettlement, on the banks of Conde River. If there be 3. "var 
with France, as we are at a great expence to fave the liberties of Europe, and fupport 
the Houfe of Auil:ria, !ince we can have nothing in Europe beneficial for us; in cafe we 
are fuccefsful at the conclufion of the war, we ought to fripulate for fomething 
advantageous in America; and the leafr \ve ought to claim is our right to the American 
lakes, and fecuring the navigation of them. The French have, at prefent, two little 
forts, and about thirty men in each; at Niagara, and the [l:reights of St. Jofeph ; 
and a few men at Miililiackinac, and at the bottom of the Illinefe Lake. Thefe we 
ought to have from them, either by force or treaty, which would fecure the inland 
trade to us, and prevent their future incroachments, either there or in HuMan's Bay; 
and to do this effeCtually, would be to make a fettlement near the lake Errie, which 
may be done with little or no expence, confidering our prefent barrier and alliance, and 
trade with the natives; and whenever our troops are difbanded, fame of them may be 
fent over upon half-pay, to fix in proper places and make good our poiTeffions, which 
would be a fine retreat to our foldiers, who cannot, fo eafily, after being difbanded, 
bring themfelves again to hard l;lbour, after being fo long difufed to it. 

" By thefe fettlements, and thofe adjoining to Hudfon's Bay, and by opening the 
trade to the bay, many thoufands more would be employed in trade, and a much 
greater vent would be opened to our manufaCturEs; whereas, all the trade we have at 
prefent, whilil it is thus confined to the company, is the employment of one hundred 
and twenty men in all their faCtories; and two or three {hips in that trade, manned 
perhaps with one hundred and twenty men in time of war, to enrich nine or ten mer
chants at their country's expence, at the fame time betraying the nation, by 3Jlowing 
the French to encroach upon us at the bottom of the bay, having givpn up by that 
means the greatefl: part of their trade there to the French. It is therefore humbly fub. 
mitted to the government, whether it is not juft, as well as prudent, to open the trade 
to all the Britiili merchants, and refume, at the fame time, the charter, fo far as to 
take from them all the lands they have not reclaimed or occupied, after feventy years 
poiTeffion, leaving them only their faCtories, and fuch lands as they have reclaimed, 
adjoining to them; and to give grants, as ufual, in other colonies, to alL who Dull go over 
to trade, and make fettlements in the country; for no grant was ever intended to be 
made to them, to enable them to prevent other fubjeCts of Britain from planting thofe 
colonies, which they themfelves would not plant or occupy; for fuch a power, inftead 
of being beneficial, would be the greateil prejudice to Britain. It is therefore become a 
general law in all the colonies, that thofe who take grants of land) and do not plant them 
in a reafonable limited time, forfeit their right to thofe land,S, and a new grant is made 
out to fuch others as {ball plant and improve them; and if this grant be not immediately 
refumed fo far, and the trade laid open, and fome force be not fent to fecure our 
fouthern plantations in the bay by the government, in cafe there fhould be a French 
war, we fhall fee the French immediately difpotfefs the company of all their factories but 
Churchill, and all thefe countries, and that trade, will be in poiTeffion of the French. 

" To the making fuch fettlements fome objections have been made by the friends of 
the company, as the great difficulty of getting people to go to fettle and plant in fo cold 
a country, and the difficulty and danger attending the making fettlements higher up 
upon t?e rivers, and na~igat!ng them, as they are fo ful~ of falls and rapids, that can only 
be navIgated by the natives 111 fmall canoes, made of bIrch bark, whIch cannot contain 
above two men with any cargo; and in thefe they are often overfet, and are in fuch 
danger of being drowned, and of fpoiling their goods, that they are often obliged to 
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carry their canoes and cargo from place to place, which obfl:ruCts greatly a~d delays the 
navigation; and that fcarce five men out of one h;mdred and twenty, wh.ch the c~m
pany now have in the bay, w}ll venture themfelves m, or can conduCt fuch .canoes, w~t~
out imminent danger of bemg drmV1led, and confeq~en~ly th.efe hard~11ps and ddti
cui ties will counter· balance the profit to be made of iettlmg hlgher up m the country, 
upon the rivers, in pleafanter and warmer climates.. , 

" To this I anfwer, that by the accounts already given here of thefe chmates and 
countries, by impartial perfons, who do not want to difguife the truth, it appears that 
the cold is tolerable, even at thefe difadvantageous fettl::mentg at prefent in the bay; 
and that upon pailing only five or fix leagues up the rivers into the country, the climate 
is fo altered, as to be equal to thofe of the i~m1e latitudes in Europe; and that thefe 
prodigious accounts of the effeCts of cold, a.re calculated only to ferve the company, in 
order to prevent people from going there to fettle, and encroach upon the company's 
monopoly of trade. And to the ,difficulty they make about navigating thefe rivers in 
thofe fmall cJ.noes, and the fmall number employed by the company, who will venture 
in them, or can conduCt them, I anfwer, that their fervants being at prefent no gainers 
by trade, will not endeavour to learn to navigate thefe canoes, where there is any rilk, 
and care neceffary to pre~nt the danger. Befides, the company allows them no time 
to learn, by confining them to their faCtories, whilfl: the Indian trade continues, and the 
navigation is open; and at other times keeps them employed in cutting wood for firing, 
bringing it home, ihooting, fifhing, and digging in their gardens, to fupply themfelves 
with provifions, to leffen the company's expenee, fo that they are allowed no time to 
learn to navigate thefe boats, or to go up the rivers to obferve the foil and climate, or 
what improvements might be made in the country. But if they were mafl:ers of their 
own time, and could advance their wealth by trade, and found a confiderable profit to 
arife to them by their dexterity in managing thefe canoes, and the great pleafure and 
fatisfaCtion they would have by living in a fine climate among thefe lakes and rivers, 
they would be as enterprizing and dexterous as the Cureur de Bois, and be as able to 
navigate among thefe water-falls, as the French. Neither is it impraCticable to prevent 
even thofe canoes from overfetting, by outlagers or blown bladders fixed to their fides, 
or other kind of boats Vlay be ufed, fuch as are made at Tomeo in Sweden, upon the 
rivers falling into the Bothnic Gulph, and Laplanders might be prevailed upon to go 
there to teach them how to make and manage thefe boats, and train up rein-deer to 
draw in fledges in winter, and alfo to ufe Lapland ihoes, which are better than thofe 
ufed in America. 

" If the trade was once made free, the profit made upon it would induce many to 
go and fettle upon thofe rivers, when not only horfes and other conveniences would be 
had near the water-falls, to ailifl the land carriage in fum mer, but alfo horfes and rein
deer to draw their fledges in winter, as in Ruilia, which is almofl as cheap a carriage 
as by water, when the proper roads are made through the woods, fo that objeCtion mufl 
be of no force to prevent our opening the trade, and feuling thefe countries. But fup
pofing the worft, that we could not manage thefe canoes, that could not prevent our 
fettling to advantage upon thefe rivers and lakes above the falls, for the natives might 
frill be our carriers, in navigating thofe dangerous places, and taking our goods from 
one fettlement to another, whilfl: we ihould be employed in navigation and trade among 
the lakes and rivers where there are no falls, in larger veffels, and pufh our commerce 
~outhward int,o ,~et.ter clim,ates an~ richer ~oik, ~n~ put the n,atives upon improvements 
ill trade, by clVllizmg and mfhuCtmg them ill bmldmg convement houfes, and affociating 
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in towns, making gardens, and tilling their lands; providing them with horfes and 
tame cattle, and fowl, for their ufe, and proper tools which our trade would furni{h 
them with. 

" Another objeCtion is, that it is a difficult and dangerous navigation into the bay, 
and the trade is not worth the riik. To this I anfwer, that the navigation is not fa 
dangerous as it is apprehended to be, but appears to be more [0 by the infinuatians and 
report of the company and their friends, who gave it out in order to deter others from 
venturing and interfering in their trade, and for that reafon they oblige their captains, 
under a penalty, not to publiih any charts of the bay and Iheight. Capta:il I\Eddleton, 
who was in their fervice, made above twenty voyages to different parts of the bay, and 
never loft a ihip, nor had any accident in thefe voyages; nor have I heard that the 
company, in about twenty-three years, have loft any {hips in that trade, but two, and 
the men and cargo were faved by Captain Middleton. Where captains are careful in 
the ice, there is not much danger; it is of great, advantage to them that there is no 
night at that feafon they enter the bay, where the quantity of ice is greateIl:; and when 
they return in September, or even in October, all the ice is in a manner diifolved 01" 

pailed out of the ftreight into the ocean, and none feen that can hinder their paifage. 
" It is probable, that during the whole winter, from OCtober to March, there is no 

ice in the (height to obIl:ruCt their paffage into or out of the bay; for a ihip which 
chanced to be elofed up with ice in an inlet, by breaking of the ice got out, and 
came through the ice at Chrii1mas, without finding any ice in the ftreight to prevent 
her paifage; for the ice which is formed in bays and rivers, in winter, does not break 
up and get into the channel or ftreight until it begins to thaw upon the {hore in March 
or April; at which time it is carried by the winds and tide into the Iheight, and 
obflruCts the paifage in Mayor June, until it is diffolved; yet, even then, good 
pilots know how to avoid it and get into the eddy-tide, out of the current; where 
the ice is more open, and not drove together by the winds and current, as it is in 
the channel. But thefe difficulties would lel1en every day, if the trade were opened 
and the voyages more frequent, by the great number of {hips, which would make 
many more experienced pilots. And as there is now a more accurate chart publifhed 
of the Iheight and bay, by Capt. Middleton, with the iflands, faun dings, tides, and 
variation, the navigation will become lefs dangerous daily, and coves, and places of 
ihelter for {hips, will be fouad out, by the number of {hips which would then pafs, 
and be trading in thofe feas which are now unknown. I therefore apprehend, that 
the danger of the ice is more in imagination than reality, when care and judgment 
are employed; for ihips ari~ mof1ly inclofed in ice in calm weather and fogs, when 
the ice prevents the motion of the fea; ftonny weather difperfes and breaks the ice, 
unlefs they get under the lee of a large ifland of ice; and then_ they faften to it, and 
drive along with it, whilft the fmaller ice to leeward is drove tram them by the wind, 
and the large iflands, being many fathoms deep in the water, come on ground before 
the fllips are in danger of being forced on ihore in fl1allow water. 

" The greateft danger and delay from the ice is in the entrance into the ftreight; for 
the firft forty lea.gues from thence the quantity is Ids, and they pais on \\ith lefs diffi
culty; and after getting into the bay, the north-weft fide is the freeft from ice; the 
bottom of the bay'is futl of lo\v flat ice, which is all dil1oln'l1 in the latter end of fum
mer. Upon the whole, except t\H) {hips, which \\cre loft in King William's reign~ 
and a French ihip, after an engagement with our fhips when they attacked Fort K elfon} 
I have heard of nom', except the ihips already mentioned, which have been loft in the 
voyage. The two !hips which went out with Barlow, in 17 J 9, to find the north-weft 
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paffage, contrary to the inclinations of the compafoLY, if they did not m~ke th~ paffage 
were probably, in the winter, furprifed by the natIves, and were not loft III the Ice; for 
they fay, that the natives, in about latitude 63 degrees, where they fuppofe they were 
loft, are fhyer fince that time in tradin~ with the company's floops; which they appre
hend to be from a confcioufnefs of guilt, fearing that if it Y.'ere knoWl: they i?ould ftill 
be punifhed for it. Since, therefore, the greateft. danger from the Ice, IS I.n ~affing 
the {height, and fo few accidents have happened III fo many years, the navIgation, I 
think cannot be called danO"erous, though it has been 1'0 apprehended, and not equal 
to th: 'whale-fifhers, who go ~nnually to SpitfbC'r;j and Davis's Streights to latitudes 78 
and 80 degrees, without any objeEtion to that navigation, either by the Dutch, Ham
burp;hers, Danes, Bifcayners, or Englilh." 

He concludes from thence, that the opening the tr~lde and fettling in the bay, would 
prove a great benefit to, and great improvement of~ our trade, which might be vafl:ly 
increafcd, as well in refpeEt to furs as to mines, and the whale-fiJhery; all which 
might be carried on '.vith the ailiftance of the Indians, and would turn to a very high 
profit, even fuppofing that no paffage to the north. weft fhould ever be found; but 
fhould future experience demonftrate that tbis gentleman's notions are, in tLis rcfpe,:t, 
well founded, and this long fought for paffage fhould actually be difcovered, it would 
then certainly follow that this country, fo little known and fo much defpifed till very 
lately, would become of more confequence to us than almoft any colony in America. 
Here let me take the liberty of obferving what hitherto, as far as I know, has never 
vet been confidered; that if fuch a paffage to the north-weft fhould be ~ifcuvered 
before thefe countries are tolerably planted, the French would have a fair opportunity 
of fupplanting us in the advantages expeEted from that important attempt; and perhaps 
we fhould then be forced to fight for the poffeffion of countries that are now thought 
not worth the having. 

It may l~kewife deferve fome thought, whether it be not better to attempt fuch fet
tlements without lofs of time, as muft at all events be highly ufeful and ferviceable to 
this nation, by dividing the French fettlements in Canada, and on the Miiliilippi, from 
each other, than to wait till the importance of fuch fettlements 1hall appear in fo glaring 
a light, as they mnft immediately do if fuch a pailage fhould be difcovered; for we 
ought to remember, from the famous inftance of our being difappointed in our defign 
of fettling the if1ands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, that it is a very difficult matter, in a 
time of full peace, for us to acquire any advantage in point of commerce, at the 
exp~nce of the Fren~h~ who, in fuch a cafe, \~ould not fail to take the fame vigorous 
mealUres that they dId m the cafe before mentIOned. I h:', ve taken the more pains to 
place this matter in a fair and true light, becaufe I am perfuaded this is the time in 
which only it can be confidered to advantage; for if the cafe now in Vi2W (I mean, the 
difcovery of a north· well: paffage) {hould ever come, as I am convinced, fooner or later 
it will come to be the cafe in faEt, the face of affairs will be quite changed, and this 
llew rouk to [he South Seas and Eaft Indies will produce fuch an alteration in the whole 
commercial fyftem of Europe, that things will be feen to be then of the utmo/l con fe
que~ce, whi~h at prefent moft people,look upon as dr;:ams and vifions, notwithilanding 
the l<:te fancbon gIven them by the wlfdom of the parlIament. 

But it becomes a prudent and fenfible people, and above all, it imports a maritime 
power, to confi?er things in time, and while what is propofed for th'.:ir benefit is eafy, 
or at !ea/l pr~lcbcable; and not to defer. and delay thmgs till from being troublefome 
2.nd difficult they come to be abfolutely nnpoilible. 'Ve know 'Nhat fharp and cutting 
remarks have been made on the meann,:fs of King James's fpirir, in fl.lffering the Dutch 
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to defpoil us of the fpice trade: we cannot but remember the fevere reflections on: 
Queen Anne's minifiry, for not fecuring to us Cape Breton, and therefore we fhould 
be cautious of falling a third time into the fame mifiake, and of running the hazard of 
making a great difcovery, fuch as all the world allows that of the north-well: pafTage 
would be, rather for other people's benefit than our O\Yll, . fince it mufi pats for a blun
~e~, great:r than ever was made by our ancefiors, and would render us effeCtually 
ndlculous III the eyes of lateft pofterity. 
• 12. The method we have taken in defcribing the acquifitions of our nation in Ame

flca, leads us next to fpeak of the noble country of Penfylvania; the befi projeCted, 
~nd one of the moft fiourifhing of our colonies on the continent of North America. 
We have before mentioned Admiral Penn, who in conjunCtion with Col. Venables, 
conquered the ifland of Jamaica for this nation; he became afterwards ::ir 'William 
Penn, and fiood in as high a degree of credit with King Charles II. and his brother the 
Duke of York, as any feaman of that time, as indeed he very well deferved; for, with 
abilities fuperior to moil:, he had as great modeil:y as any man, and was ready, upon all 
occafions, to fcrve his country in any il:ation that was found praCticable. It was this 
excellent difpofition of mind that fecured him from danger under one government, and 
recommended him to preferment under another; for when the Duke of York propofed 
to take the command of the Englifh fleet upon himfelf in the Dutch war, as Lord High 
Admiral, he made choice of Sir William Penn as the moil: experienced, and the moft 
capable officer to ferve under him, which he did with equal fatisfaCtion to his Royal 
Highnefs, and credit to himfelf; eftablifhing thereby fuch a reputation at court, as 
Jafted during his life, and proved no lefs ufeful to his fon. 

But Sir William Penn did not long enjoy his hibh il:ation, and dying in the weft 
country where he was born, was buried in Redcliff church in Briil:ol, having, in reward 
of his fervices, had a promife of the grant of this country from King Charles the IId. 
Sir vVilliam had a kiniin:m who was one of the firfl planters in New England, and it is, 
doubtlefs, from him that he had exact and particular information of the adnntagf's that 
might be made of lands and fettlements in this continent of Americl. But young 
Mr. Penn did not for fome years apply himfelf il:renuollfly to folicit the promifed grant, 
till at laft finding his friends, the Quakers, ,rerc haraiied all over England by fpiritual 
courts, he refolved to put hir:lfelf at the head of as many as would go with him and 
remove to this country, of which he obtained the grant in the year 1679' , 

He gave it the name of Penfylvania fome time before he \vas adually invefled with it, 
and fo it is called in the original patent, bearing date March the 4th 1680, "It con
tained all that traCt of land in America, with all the ii1ands belonging to it, from the 
beginning of the 40th degree of north latitude to the 43d degree, whofe eaftern bound, 
from twelve Ellp;lifl1 miles above Newcafl:le, alias Delawar tOWIl, runs all along upon 
the fide of Delawar river." So that it is bounded on the eaH: by that bay and river, 
and the eafiern fea; on the north by vVeft New Jerfey, or rather New York, for it 
rtIns a great way above the Jerfeys; on the weil: by the Indian nations, about the heads 
of Sufquahanaugh and Delawar rivers, by which \ve fee it flretches far within land, 
that river running through it about two or three hundred miles; on the fouth it is 
bounded by Maryhnd, and reaching from Pen{bury near the falls of the river to Han
]"pe, near the mouth of the bay, above one hundred and fifty miles direCtly; but it is 
narrow all along, being very much crowded in the breadth by Maryland. 

The bounds and extent we have mentioned are in the original grant; but Mr. Penn 
having afterwards obtained part of Nova Belgia of the Duke of York, it was added to 
the country in the firft grant, and both together called Penfylvania, which is divided 
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into three upper anel three lower counties; t~e three uppe: co;~nties, Buc~ingham, 
Philadelphia, and Chefrer, are the Penfylvama, fo called m I\..mg Charles s gra~t. 
The three lower counties, Ne,vcame, Kent, and Su{fex, are taken out of Nova BelgIa, 
or the province of New York. The 'upper counties end at Marcus Hook, four u:ileg 
below Chefrer Town; the lower run along the coaft one hundred, and twenty mlh;s, 
and are forty miles deep to\vards IVIaryland. Thus the \vhole provlfi:e. of ~e~fylvallla, 
from the Falls Townillip, to t"\venty miles below Hanlope or Cape vVIlha~, IS ill length 
three hundred and thirty miles, and in breadth two hundred. The nver Delawar, 
above and below the Falls, for a good length, is called the Frefhes, and near the mouth 
are the marilies, very fertile and profitable. 

As foon as Mr. Penn had got his patent, he invited' feveral perfons to purchafe lands 
under it. Though he did not [,tieFy himfelf y:;th the title granted him by Charles the IId. 
and his brother. He allo bou:sht the hnd of the Indians. The Swedes, \\'ho had 
encroached upon the Dutch, the firft planters here, as \yell as at New York, fettled 
upon or near the Freihes of Delawar. 'The Fins, or inhabitants of Fi~land, part of 
the kingdom of Sweden, applied themfdves chiefly to huibandry. The kIllg of Sweden 
appointed J. governor here, who hJd often difputes with the g~v~rnor that prefided oveL" 
the Dutch. The latter applied themfelves moftly to traffic, hvmg upon, or near, the 
bay, and by th~ neighbourhood of New York. The Dutch alfo were too powerful 
for the Swedes, who, finding they could not maintain their ground, fubmitted to their 
ftronger neighbours. Accordingly John Rifeing, the Swediih governor, made a formal 
furrender of the country to Pc:ter Styerfont, governor for the States General, after 
which this province continued fubjea to their Republic till the Engliili drove the Dutch 
out of New Amf'rerdam or New Yark, which made the poifeilion of thofe territories 
the more ea[y to Mr. Penn. 

There were a few Engliili here before Mr. Penn fent over the firfr adventurers und'cr 
his patent, over whom he placed, "s govern~)r, Colonel \Villiam Markham, his nephew, 
to whom both Dutch and Swedes fubmittiCd. Thofe that went over, were generally 
diUenters, from London, Liverpool, and efpecially Briftol, for the weft of England 
abounded with diUenters more than other counties; they {hipped themfelves at BrifioI 
in great numbers for Penfylvania. ]\11'. Thomas Goulciney, and Mr. Duddleftone, two 
tobacco merchants of that city, about this time fitted out the Unicorn, a {hip of three 
hundred tons, for this yoyage; ",;,ich putting into Start, took in a great many from 
Bridgewater. Mr. Penn had fold twenty thoufand acres of his property to Me. James 
Claypool, Mr. Nicholas Moor, 1\11'. Philip Ford, and others, who formed a companh 
~md had a fl:reet, and a 11de of a fireet, fet out for them in PhiIadt'lphia, with four hun
dred acres of land in the city liberties. They fet up a tannery, a faw mill, a glafs 
houfe, and a whalery; of the two latter, I fuppofe, they never made any great profit. 
The proprietors conditions of fale were thde: Buyers purchafed after the rate of 
twenty pounds for one thoufand acres, fo that he put four hundred pounds in his pocht 
immediately, but that was a trifle to what went out of it for the grant and e:~periments 
to people and fettle the country; the quit-rent was twelve pounds for every hundred 
acres. This was cheap enough, but I think the reurers were not fo well ufed, for 
they were to pay fo much an acre yearly. Thus thefe twenty thoufand acres which he 
{~ld the co~p~my, 'would, j~ ren~ed~ have br~)1Jght h~~ one thoufand, po~nds a-yea:_ 
Smce that tIme the value of land IS 10 ,:1Uch nfe~, th~, 1 have been credIbly mformed It 
has fo!d for twenty years purchafe, at ieveral ~11l1es dlfrclllt from Philadelphia; and that 
near It has gone at a pound an acre, and :11 fome places at more than a pound an 
acre yearly. 
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We have mentioned near four thoufand acres to be at this time parcelled out for 
fale, fome at fixty miles diftant from Philadelphia; but none of thefe parcels ,yill fetch 
a tenth part of fuch fates as thefe. Servants, men and women, were to have fifty acres 
when theif times were out, and owners of land fifty acres a head for fuch fervants, 
men Of women. In the year I68I Mr. Penn went himfdf to Penfylvania, and carried 
with him, and there went after him, two thoufand fouls; a prodigious augmentation 
in Iefs than a year! And he might with reafon fay as he did, it was made at once a 
country. As foon as he arrived he took the government into his own hands, and 
entered upon treaties with the Indian kings, for purchafing his patent-lands, and others, 
as i:;; before hinted. One may aiTure one's felf he gave but little for them, and if the 
French and Spaniards fcorned to pay fuch a compliment to natural right, and chofe 
rather to feize the lands of the Indian natives by violence, it ".','8 what might have been 
expeaed from the religion and tyranny of the countries from whence they came. 
Twenty miles of territory were thus bought of the Indians for lefs than an acre of the 
beft ground about Philadelphia would be valued at nm'\'. But the Indians, in a little 
time, obferving what profit the Engli!h made of the land they fold them, and that by 
the coming over of fuch numbers every year, it -would be more and more wanted, they 
raifed the price ten times as much as it was at firft, and yet it was unconfcionably 
cheap, and for a long time purchafed by the mile, and not by the acre. Indeed they 
knew not what to do with it, they had not hands enough to cultivate a hundredth part; 
and if they could have raifed fuch a prociua there was.no body to buy it. The pur
chafe was all clear gains to them; and by the comir.r'; of the Englifh, the peiltry trade 
became fo profitable, tint they were foon in a condition to better their manner of 
houfing, clothing, and livinh, ;:s they did very much, and are no\v in thefe articles as 
well accommodated as the European peafantry, in many pLlCl'S. 

Vvhen the province began to be planted, almoft to the mouth of Delaware, it was 
laid out into the before-mentioned counties, in order to choofe reprefentatives, and 
eftablifu courts for the diftribution of jufticc. The ori~in;J l~r:;ught of the conftitution 
for this province was made by that great Ln\-Fr Sir \7ilEam JOl;'~~~, and by it the gover
nor and people have a lcgiflative power. Sir \Yiliiam Jones had too ElUch under
ftanding, virtue, and honour, to throw the people out of the qudtion, \'.hen their 
religion, their liberty, their well-being in this worid and the next, were [0 nearly con
cerned in it. l'Jo law can be here made, nor money railed, but by CO"i~;lt of ti:e 
inhabitants. The rights and freedom of England we;'e t,) be in force. They were t() 
make no law ag<lillft allegiance, and then they might enact W;1at Lms they pleaD.ed for 
the profpcrity and fecurity of the province. !\Ir. Penn held two General AiTemblies 
while he was in the country, and with fuch unanimity and difpatch, that though they 
made Ja-ws by fcpres, no lefs than feventy, yet they had done their bufine[s in three 
weeks time. They prefented the proprietary with an impoft on certain goods, but he 
remitted it; which was artful enough, to have a thing given on purpofe to give it 
away again to thofe thott gave it. !fe e1l:ablifued C?urts of juftice in every county, with 
proper officers, to prevent law-fUlts and contenlIons. Among thefe paffive people 
there are alfo three peace-makers, chofen by every county court, in the n2.ture of 
common arbitr3.tors, to hear and end difFerences bet',veen man and nun. E\'ery SDiiEr' 

:md Fall there is an orphans court in each county, to infpeu and regulate the ;;hirs :i 
widows ,md orphans. 

Mr. Penn was vifitecl by the kings, ;>.nd queens, and great men among the Indianc, 
of whom the gre3.tcfl: did not think himf,:lf too good to go on the proprietaries errand::;, 
if he had thought fit to fend him. £)th t!1e Dutell and the Ewcdes, within this juriI'. 
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diaion, were very well pleafed with his coming,. and his con~ua; and. there were, at 
that time almoft as many Swedes and Dutch III Penfylvama as Enghfh. Mr. Penn 
ftaid her~ above two years, till he had fettled things to his own and the people's liking; 
he then returned to England, to forward the affairs of the propriety there, as he had 
done here. He was generous and free of his thoughts and expreilions, which were not 
always fufficiently glllarded; and after the Revoluti?n .he became fufpec.ted, f:om h!& 
credit with King James. That we may form fome Idea of the manner III whIch thIS 
truly great Illan aaed in this part of the world, and eftablifhed his government upon 
the folid bafis of a perfea agreement with the natives, let us hear what he himfelf fays 
upon this fubjea: Mr. PenH, in a letter to his friends in England, on the fituation of 
his affairs at that time, relates, That he had attended the Indian kings and their councils 
in feveral treaties, for the purchafe of their lands, and for adjuf!:ing the terms of trade 
between them. And that their order was thus: "Their king (fays Mr. Penn) was
feated in the middle of an half moon, or femi.circle; his council, the old and wife, 
fitting on each hand; behind them, at a little diftance, fat the young men, in the 
fame figure: having refolved their bufinefs, the king commanded one of them to 
fpeak to me. He ftood up, and came to me, and in the king's name faluted me; 
taking me by the hand, and telling me, he was ordered by his king to fpeak to me, 
and that now it was not he, but the king that fpoke, becaufe what he ihould fay was 
the king's mind. He firft prayed me to cxcufe them, that they had not complied 
with me in a former meeting; he feared there might be fome fault in the interpreter, 
being neither Indian or Engliili; befides, it was the Indian cuf!:om to deliberate before
they refolved; and that if the younger people, and owners of the land, had been as, 
ready as he, I had not met with fo much delay." I-laving thus introduced his mat
ter, he fell to the bounds of the land they had agreed to difpofe of, and the price. 
During the time this perfon {poke', not a man of them was obferved to whifper or fmile ~ 
the old were grave, the young reverend in their deportment; when they :lpoke, which 
was but feldom, it was warmly and elegantly. I have never feen more natural fagacity~ 
confidering them without the help of tradition; and he will deferve the name of wife 
that is too hard for them in any treaty about a thing they underftand. 'When the pur~ 
chafe was agreed, great promifes p<>.iied bet\yeen us, of kindnefs and good neighbour
hood; and that the Indians and Engliili muft live in love as long as the fun gave light. 
After \'.'hic~ another made a fpeech to the Indians, in the name of all the fachems, or 
kings; firf!:, to tell them what was done; next, to charge and command them to love 
the Chriilians, and particularly to live in peace with me, and the people under my 
government; that Illany governors had been in the river, but that no governor had 
come himfelf to live and itay there before, and having now fuch an one that had treated 
them well, they ilionld never do him or his any wrong. At eve;ry fentence of which 
they iliouted, a'nd faid Amell, in their \Yay. 

This condua of his had fo good an effea upon the Indians, that they had him ah,-ays 
in the highef!: veneration, as they fEll have to his memory, of which the reader will 
find ~n exempl~ry proof in the. following fpeech,. made to Sir ,Villiam Keith, governor 
of thIS country m 1722; only It may not be amifs to obferv',c, that Oms fignifies, in 
the Indian language, a Pen; and therefore this is the name the Indians have given t~ 
our proprietor and all his fucceifors, or reprefentatives. 

"' Brother Onas, you told us how ,\Villial1l Penn, that good man, did, on the firft 
fettlement of the prGvince of Penfylvania, make leagues of friendihip with the Indians, 
and treated them like brethren ~ and that, like the fame oood man he left it in 
charge to all his governors, who iliould fncceed him, and t~ all the people in Pen~ 
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fylvania, that they fhould always keep the covenant and treaties he had made \\ ith 
the five nations, and treat them with love and kindnefs. \Ve acknowledge that his 
governors and people have always kept the fame honefily and truly to this day. So 
we, on our part, always have kept, and for ever fhall keep peace and friendfhip 
with a good heart, to all the people of Penfylvania. We thankfully receive and 
approve of all the articles in your propoution to us, and acknowledge them to be 
good, and full of love: we receive and approve of the fame with our whole hearts ; 
becaufe we are not only made one people by the covenant chain, but are alfo people 
united in one head, one body, and one heart, by the ftrongeft ties of love and 
friendfhip. 

" Brother Onas, you deure there ll17ly be a perpetual friendil1ip between you and 
the five nations, and between your children and our children; and that the fame 
may be kept as long as the mountains and rivers endure. All which we like well, 
and on our parts deure, that the covenant and union made with a true and clean 
heart between you and us, may laft as long as the fun and moon fhall continue to 
give light. And we will deliver this in charge to our children, that it may be kept 
in remembrance with their children and childrens children to the Iaft ages: and we 
defire that the peace and tranquillity that is no'vY eftablifhed betv,reen us may be as 
clear as the fun fhining in its luftre without any cloud or darknefs, and that the 
fame may continue for ever, 

" Brother Onas, we have well confidered all you have fpoken, anel like it well ; 
becaufe it is only the renewing former leagues and treaties, made between the 
government of Penfylvania, and us of the five nations, which we always believed 
we were obliged to keep. .And as to the accident of one of our friends being killed 
by fome of your people, which has happened by misfortune, and againft our will ; 
we fay, that as we are all in peace, we think it hard that the perfons who killed our 
friend and brother fhould fulfer; and we do in the name of all the five nations for
give the ofrence, and defire you will likewife forgive it; and that the men who did 
it may be releafed from prifon, and fet at liberty to go whither they pleafe; and we 
{hall efteem that as a mark of regard and friendihip for the five nations, and as a 
farther confirmation of this treaty." Upon thefe principl'~s, which are more likely 
to be obfcrved in this than in moft of our colonies, the friendlhip of the Indians may 
be preferved as long as they remain a people; \yhich {hews how pollible it miY;ht have 
lJeen to have maintained a like correfpondence with them in oth~r places, \\hich \\ ould 
not only have faved a great deal of blood-fhed, and have contributed to the quick 
o-rowth of the colonies fettled in the countries, inhabited by fuch Illdians, but would 
.') 

have been very ufeful in many other refpeCts; uncc it is allowed where the Indians are 
treated as in Penfylvania, with ilriC1 juflice and humanity, they are as firm allies as 2.11y 

in the world; and in that quality more capable of doing fervice than if reduced to be 
either ilaves or fubjeC1s; becaufe living as they do, they preferve their ilrength alld 
aClivity, and enjoy all the l~berty they can deure, and are very willing to fight for 
thofe under whofe proteClion they enjoy it. 

I 3. We will now proceed to a more particu 1ar defcription of this famous fettlement, 
havi'ng before given an account of the utuation of the country in general, and of its 
divifion into counties. The chief rivers in Penfylvania are, the river Delawar, \lhich 
rifing far north in the country of {he Iroquois, takes its courfe to the fouthward, and 
di"iding this province from that of New Jerfeys, falls into the Atlantic ocean, betnt":ll 
the proll10nt(lries of Cape May and Cape Hanlope, being navigable for two hundred 
miles and upwanls with large veifels; but has a cataract or fteep fall in it above BriftoJ, 

which 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 

which renders the navigation impraCticable to the northward of t?e. cO:ln:y ~f B~ck.s. 
The fecond river in this province, is that of Sufquahan~ugh, WhlCh, nfin~hkWiY~ In 
the country of the Iroquois, runs fouth through the ~11ddle of P<:illyl~ama~ and· falls 
into the bay of Chefepeak, . being navigable for large {hIpS.. The thIrd rIVer IS Sch?o]
kill, which, having its fource in the country of the IroquOIs, ~uns fOllth almoi1: paralJd 
to the rivers Delawar and Sufquahanaugh, and at length turmng, to the eafl:ward,. falls 
into Delawar, at the city of Philadelp<hia. This river is alfo navi~able ~or large {hips 
as far as the city of Philadelphia, and for boats above an hundred miles hIgher. The{e 
riYers, and the numerous bays and creeks in the bay Dela''''ar, capable of conta~~ 
the largeR fleets, ~ender .this country admiI'ablyfituate~ to c~rry ~n a, fo~eign trade;r. 

In the county of Buckingham, the mof!: northerly. of any m this provInce, the ',cmef 
town is Brifl:ol, fituated on the river Delawar, oppofite to Burlington in New Jerfey, 
and twenty miles north of the city of Philadelphia. In this coun~ry alfo lies the manor 
houfe of Penfbury, elegantly built by Mr. Penn, the firf!: proprIetor, and fituate on:an 
eminence which commands the country, being almoIl: furrounued by the river Oe~war. 
The country of Philadelphia lies fouth of that of Bucks, and in it is the celebr~ted city 
of Philadelphia, the capital of the p(Ovince, fituated in 40 degrees 30minutes north 
latitude, being one of the fineIl: plans of a town that was' ever formed. It is ,en ohlo:J g 
of two miles, extending ftom the river Delawar to the river1 Schoolkill, the eafl: end 
fronting the river Delawar, and the weft the river Schoolkill, each front being a mile 
i'J. kngth. Every owner of one thouf:md acres has his houfe in one of the two fronts, 
facing the rivers, or in the high fl:reet, running from the middle of one front to the 
middle of the other; and every owner of five thoufand acres, has an acre of ground in 
the front of his houfe, and the Left half an acre for gardens and court yards. In the 
centre of the town is a fquare of ten acres, furrounded by the town-houfe, and other 
public buildings, and each quarter of the city is a fquare of eight acres. The high 
fireet, which runs the whole length of the town, is an hundred feet wide, parallel to 
which run eight Il:reets, which are croifed by twenty more at right angles, all of them 
thirty feet wide, and feveral canals are let into the town from each river, which add 
to thebeauty and conveniency of the place. There is alfo a fine quay two hundred feet 
fquare, to which fhips of four or five hundred tons may come up, with wet and dry 
docks for building and repairing of ihips; magazines, warehoufes, and all manner of 
conveniences for importing and exporting of merchandize; there are already fourteen 
or fifteen hundred houfes in the city, man. of them well built with brick, but are {till 
a great many more wanting to complete the plan: however, more could not have been 
expefred than has been done in fo iliort a time, the ground not having been laid out 
much above fifty years. 

The town of Oxford is fituated likewife in the county of Philadelphia, where a mif
fionary is maintained by the Society for propagation of the Gofpel. Germain Town, 
fituated to t~e nor!hward .of the city of J>hiladelphia, alfo is faid to be a thriving popu
lous place, mhablted chIefly by the Dutch, or thofe of Dutch extraCtion. In this 
county is the city of Radnor, fituated on the fouth-wefl: fide of Schoolkill river, being 
the capital of a large country, planted by the Welch, and extremely well improved by 
them. ~o the'fouth of the county of Philadelphia lies that of Chefl:er, the capital 
whereof IS the town of CheIl:er, fituate on the river Delaware, which is about three 
hundred miles broad at this place; and to the fouthward of Chener lies the town of 
Chichefter; either of thefe ports are capable of receiving and harbouring' the lap'eft 
fleets, fecur.e from fl:orms. The county of N ewcaftle lies fouth to that ofCheIl:er ~he 
capital town being of the fame name; this is faid to be a town of the briikeft trade in 

the 









:---< 
~ ~ 

".. 
~ 

.\ 

~ " ) • 

I 

, ~, 

~ 
~ ~ 

t "' "-

~ " " ~ 
"- ~ , " ~ 

\ 

~ " ~ 
'< 

~ 
"-

~. 

( 
~ 

, 
" 

r~ 
\"-

r "-
~ 

~ ~) 
.... 

,- ~ 
~ 

;-- ~ '- . .-

f ~ " 
~ 

,- ~ 

<:t ~ 
: 

~ ~ re, ~ 

, " 

I 
~ ~ 

~ ~ 

c' ,,' 
~ 

~' 

~ g 

~ 
~ 

'\ 
~ 
-~ 

I ~ 



OF THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 

the province, next to that of Philadelphia, and has an iron mine in the neighbourhood 
of it. The town of Apoquinemink lies upon the river Delawar, fouth of Newcaftle, 
and is a place of good trade. The county of Kent lies fouth of that of Newcaftle, the 
chief tev.'n whereof is· Dover, being a' commodious port. Tqe moft fouthem county 
is that of Su{fex, the capital town whereof is Lewes, being a fecure harbour and a town 
of trade. 

The air here is fweet and clear; the fall beg-ins here about the 20th of October, 
and lafl:s to the beginning of December; f~ofl:y weather, and cold feafons are 
frequent; but as in mo11: countries where are fuch feafons the air is dry and hungry; 
the river Debwar is fometimes frozen over, notwithfl:anding its breadth. The 
fpring larrs hom March to June, but the weather then is more inconftant than in the 
other feafons, which it generally is in other countries. The heats are extraordinary in 
the fummer months, July, Augufl:, and September, but alleviated by cold breezes, 
which make them very tolerable. The wind is fouth·weft during fummer, but gene
rally north-weHerly, fpring, fall, and winter; which blowing from the frofl:y and inowy 
mountains, and lakes of the Terra Canadenfis, is, doubtlefs, a main reaion of the ex
ceilive cold here in 'IIvinter. The foil in this tract of hnd is in fame places a yellow and 
black !and, and in others a loamy gravel, in others a fat earth, like the vales in Enghnd; 
efpecially by inland brooks and rivers, where the lands in this country are mofl.:ly three 
to one richer than thofe that lie by navigable rivers. There is alfo found a black hazle 
mould, on a lLOny bottom. The earth is fruitful, fat, and eafy to be cleared, becaufe the 
roots of the trees lie almofl: on the furface of the ground. Some ,dlowance mull be n',:_~~ 
for Mr. Penn's property in the tempting defcription he gives us of the country. \\Te 
have faid enough of the rivers and creeks in it, and fhewn how commodious they are 
ror navigation and communication; but among other waters Mr. Penn mentions mineral 
waters; thefe fprings are about two miles from Philadelphia, at a happy difl:ance from 
water-drinkers, but the number of them is, lince that, leifened extremely, and we need 
not inlifl: on their virtue. 

Here are trees of almoft all forts, oak, red, white, and black aib, beech, Spaniih 
chefnuts, cedar, wall-nuts, cyprefs, zmd fwamp; the moft durable of all are popL>.r, 
gumwood, hickery, fafTafr;;s; and as for fhrubs, fnakeroot, farfaparilla, falop, fpruce, ;1.nd 
cranberries; wheat, barley, oats, rye, peas, beans, water melons, mufmelons, apples, 
pears, cherries, apricots, carrots, turnips, parfnips, onions, cucumbers, quinces, (':c. 
are in great plenty here; as ,lIfo Indian corn, hemp, flax, &c. It is common for one 
bufhel of corn fawn here to yield fwty, often fifty, and fometimes flXty bufhels. One 
Mr. Edward Jom~s had for one grain ofEngliih barley feventy fralks and ears of that 
corn, in his plantation on the Schoolkill. Of living creatures there are for fooel 
amI trade, deer, the ell;;:, as big as a fm:l11 ox, rabbits, raccoons, beaver; plenty of oxen, 
cows, and ibeep; of the latter it is common for farmers to have four or five hundred 
in a flock. Borfes, fome very good, and handfome enough. Of fowl here are very 
fine bufl:ards forty or fifty pounds weight, pheafants, heath birds, pigeons, partridges, 
clouds of blackbirds, [wans, geefe, braindes, tllcks, teal and filipe. The fifh here are 
{lurgeons, herring, eels, fmelts, and perch; the latter caught in abundance in Dela
war Bay; and the river above the frelhes, oyfrers, crabs, cockles, and mufdes. There 
are alfo rock, iliat, catfhead, fueepfuead, and other iiili, not worth our particular 

. regarlL .. , .' 
We need not wonder t'hat in a country fa fruitful and fa pleafant, and where tlc;~re 

was fa clear a prOfp2(t of living happily, with moderate induflry, people fhoulJ Icfort 
in fuch number:>. At fifft, without doubt, religion \"ZlS a fhong mot:ve, and the 

quakers 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENTS 

quakers willingly followed Mr. Penn, from a country where they were perfecuted, to :l

land of plenty and peace. But in time, and indeed in a little time, this argume?-t ceafed, 
<l,nd people. reforted thither as they did to the other colonies, upon the or~marr ~10-
tIves of gam and trade; we may, however, venture to affen that Mr. Penn s ongmal 
contraCt, for fo the firfl confl:itution drawn by him was fliled, had a very great influ
ence in procuring inhabitants, fince it muft be allowed there never was a more benefi
cent fcheme of government devifed by the wit of man. 

By degrees, however, this alfo has been fomewhat altered, not by the proprietor or 
thofe aD:ing under his authority, but at the defire and on the requefl of the people, 
with refpeD: to "vhom it may pofiibly be true, that fuch alterations, in procefs of time, 
might become neceffary. The fpirit, however, of Mr. Penn's inflitution is flill pre. 
ferved, and the people here are as free, and as well, and as cheaply governed as in any 
part of the known world. A very {hong proof of this may be drawn from the greateit 
error in government that was ever committed there, which was laying a tax of fivefhillings 
a head upon all new comers; which {hews, that they were once in fame apprehenfion 
of being over-flocked; but this law was very foon repealed, as it ought to be. At 
prefent it would be a very difficult thing to pretend to compute the number of people 
in this flourilliing colony, but we may form iome notion of it from the following in
france, which is very certain, viz. that the inhabitants of Philadelphia in 1740 were full 
fifteen thoufand. 

14. As to the commerce of Penfylvania with refpeD: to Europe and America, the 
cafe, according to the befl accounts we have, flands thus; their merchandize conufl:s 
of horfes, pipe-flaves, pork, beef and filli, falted and barrelled up, {kins and furs; all 
forts of grain, viz. wheat, rye, peafe, oats, barley, buck-wheat, Indian corn, Indian peafe 
and beans, pot-allies, wax, &c. and in return for thefe, they import from the Caribbee 
If1ands and other places,. rum, fugar, moloffes, filver, negroes, faIt and wine; and from 
Great Britain houlliold goods and cloathing of all kinds, hard-ware, tools and toys. 
They have alfo fome rice, but no great quantities, and a little tobacco of the worfl 
fort. Their trade with the Indians confifls but in a few articles; they receive of the 
natives chiefly {kins and furs of their wild beafls, for which they give them clothing, 
arms, ammunition, rum, and other fpirits in return. This, as well as other northern 
colonies, has alfo a clandefl:ine trade with the Spaniards upon the coafl of Terra Firma, 
&c. furnilliing them with European goods and merchandize, for which they receive 
chiefly dollars in return; and they alfo trade to the bays of Honduras and Campeachy 
for logwood, by connivance, as the Spaniards fay; but the fubjeD:s of Great Britain 
infifl that they have a right to that trade, and as we have already {hewn, that they do 
not infifl upon this, without jufl grounds, in the opinion of thofe who are the befl and 
properefl judges of that matter. But after all it mufl be admitted, that Penfylvania 
has no flaple commodity, which, however, is not jufl:ly chargeable upon the inhabitants 
of this colony; who, notwithflanding this, have never fet up any manufaD:ures of 
their own. 

But the point to be enquired into is, whether they might not have fuch a ftaple com
modity if they went about it themfelves induflrioufly, and received from hence proper 
encouragement? It is a point out of difpute, that no country in the world is more proper 
than Penfylvania for producing hemp and flax; and with refpeD: to thefe, we ought 
~eriou~y t? confider, that there is nothing plainer than that hemp and flax are fo ufeful 
III navIgatlOn and trade that we cannot do without them; the firft for cordage of all 
forts, the latter for making fail-cloth, as well as for the linen manufaCtures carried on 
ia this kingdom. The neceility we are under for thefe commodities ough~ to put us 
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upon all imaginable care how to provide them, that we may not fall under the fame 
neceiIity for them that we did in the year 1703 for pitch and tar, when the govern
ment of Sweden abfolut~ly refufed to let us have them for our ready money, othenvife 
than in their fhipping, from their tar company here, at their own price, and only in fuch 
quantities as they thought fit. Upon that difappointment, the government, by allow
ing a confiderable encouragement for carrying on the manufaB:ures of pik:h and tal', 
had fufficient quantities from our own plantations; and it is greatly to be wi01ed the 
like encouragement was given for raifing hemp and flax; and as all forts of naval 
flores may be raifed with fo many advantages to this kingdom, it would be unaccount
able to leave us dependent, and at an uncertainty for them. It is very well known, that 
.our land is too dear for hemp and flax, and what does grow here ((hough it is tough, 
and makes {hong linen) neither dreifes fo kindly, nor whitens fo well as that which 
grows in hotter climates. In Ruffia the beft hemp and flax grow in the fouthermofl: 
parts of the empire, where the fum mer is hot and the air clear, and yet the flax is not 
accounted fo good as that which grows in Egypt or Italy. Egypt has always been 
efl:eemed for its linen, and even now fupplies Leghorn with large quantities, and the 
coaft of Syria, Afia Minor, Smyrna, ConH:antinople, and other great cities) have a fupply 
of hemp and flax from thence. 

All our colonies (which run twelve or fourteen hundred m;]cs in length, all the way 
bordering upon the fea) have very hot fummers, the fouthermoll: p,~rts ofthem lie near 
the fame latitude with Egypt, and the north part much about inc fame with Ancona 
or Bologna in Italy, where hemp and flax grow; therefore, we have the greateR prof. 
peB: to receive mighty fupplies of hemp and tlax from them. Part of the land in the 
colonies is very rich, and of fa fmall value, there will be opportunity of breaking up 
frelh as often as there is occafion to change the ground, ·which if laid do\\"n \\ill recover 
itfelf again without the charge of manuring, as we do here, to the "cry great damage 
of our ploughing lands. Nothing impoverif11es land more than hemp and flax; and 
though it is manured, that alone will not do fo wdl, for the land ought to be changed 
after C three or four crops, and generally the fmdl: and fattei\: pieces are converted to 
that ufe. Thofe great conveniences of having land fo very cheap, and fa fine a 
climate, which we know produces excellent hemp and flax, fo commodiouf1y fituatcd 
alon~ the fea coafl:s, with fuch numbers of large rivers running up the country to the 
JilOil: inland fettlements, where provifions may he raifed at fo fmall a char,c:e, and where 
work may be done by the labour of f1aves, almol1: as cheap as in India, givL's ground to 
hope, that we m'ly manufaB:ure linen here cheaper than any part of Europe can import 
them upon us, and the colonies be as profitable to us, by raifing rough materials to carry 
on the linen manufaB:ure, as the Suffex and other downs are, for fupplying wool 
for that manufaB:ure, the profits of which we have n.lued ourfelves fo much upon, 
that we have fet the refl: of Europe upon being our competitors therein. 

Now as the woollen manufaB:ure, efpecially the coarfe part, has fpread itfelf of late 
into feveral parts of the kingdom, which has exceeded the demand, and caufed great 
flocks to remain on hand, if thofe rough materials of hemp and flax were prepared in 
our plantations, the people in North Britain, &c. would foon find the advantage of 
falling upon that manufacture; the laborious and coarfe part being performed abroad, 
the reft would invite not only the poor and neceffitous, hut people of better circum. 
Hances to employ their time in it. If thefe propofitions are fufficiently confidered, and 
heartily put in prattice, we may hope that by providing the aforefaid rough materials, 
we fhall have the delightful profpeB: of feeing trade flourifh; for as the filk and linen 
manufattures, where brought to perfettion, are altogether as profitable to thofe nations 
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as the woollen is to us; and as we increafe in our linen manufaaures, thofe of Silefia 
and all the hereditary countries of the Houfe of Auf1ria, whence we take fuch quan. 
tities, muf1: abate of courfe; their people alfo will re[ort to us, and help to carry them 
on; for it has always been obferved, where new manuf'laures are ~et up, the manu· 
facturers will likewife remove. This was the cafe with the Flemmgs when Queen 
Elizabeth gave fuch great encouragement to have the woollen manufacture remove 
hither; and ours, when we had that inundation of China and India wrought filks, our 
weavers went to Holland, Flanders, France, &c. fo that feveral f1:reets in Spittlefields 
werE' almof1 defolate; but when thefe filks were prohibited, the manufadurers re
tUIlled again. 

It is fuppofed the Ruffians exported to England, and all other parts, in hemp and 
flax, above the value of a million a year. If hemp and flax be fo valuable a product 
for merchandize with them, there feems to be a much greater profpect of its being fo 
to ourfelves, by raifing them in our plantations, becaufe they will not be fubject to any 
lanu carriage, but fhipped immediately from the place of growth; becaufe land is much 
cheaper in our plantations than in the fouth parts of Ruffia. The climate, being equal 
with that in Egypt and Italy, is fuppofed to produce hemp and flax preferable to their~. 
vVe have before [hewn, that in the cafes of fugar and tobacco, every white man em
ploys four at home, that is to fay, finds them work to fupply him with utenfils requifite 

. for his. If fugar and tobacco employ fuch a number of hands at home, certainly every 
perfon employed in the plantations, in raifing and dreiling hemp and flax, muf1: by his 
labour there, rGturn more than twice the advantage that can be produced by fugar and 
tobacco, for they are manufactured in the plantations; the refining the fugar and cutting 
the tobacco, with the little quantity that is rolled excepted. Whereas flax and hemp are 
materials for employing all idle hands; and of confequence the poors rate will foon be 
abated, and the nation will find in a little time what they fave yearly thereby, will be 
more than fufficient to encourage the people to begin that employment. And if once 
we come to be employed with hemp and flax by the aforefaid methods, every place 
will be filled with flax-dreifers, and the overfeers of the poor of every parifh where the 
wool-fpimling trade is not carried on, may very eafily come at hemp and flax, which 
they \vill find as profitable to them as the woollen is to the other; and the more diftant 
the employment is, the better; for many inconveniences have attended one manufac
ture interfering with another; befides there will be an intercourfe of trade created, by 
(me part of the kingdom fupplying the other with their dif1inct manufactures. This 
will give full employment to the whole kingdom, and an univerfal cheerfulnefs to every 
body; for the poor are never happier, nor their minds eafier, than when they have 
full employment; and when they are employed, riches is diffufed throughout Lhe 
whole nation. 

It is a common opinion, that we have above a million of people in the three nation~ 
def1itute of work; but if thofe rough materials (fo often mentioned in this difcourfe) 
fhould come to be raifed in our plantations, there need not be one idle perfon; now, 
fuppofe one million of people were put upon manufacturing thofe rough materials, and 
each perfon earned but one penny a day, and allowing but three hundred workin" day~ 
in the year, it would amount to one million two hundred and fifty thoufand po~nds; 
a prodigious advantage to the nation, which is f1:ill greatly heightened by confidering 
that thefe people would be then employed, at leaf1: in part, and fo far as they were 
employed, would be the better fubjects. That all this might be brought about with 
lefs trouble than has been given the nation by one Baltic or Mediterranean expedition, 
and at the tenth part of the expenee of a campaign in Flanders, is a thing will be ac-

knowledged 



OP 'THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 

l.nv\vledged by all who are capable of judging of this fubjea; and therefore that it 
ought to be done, is a point that cannot be difputed. I would not miflead my reader 
by the comparifon, into a bad opinion of fuch expeditions or campaigns; that is not my 
bufinefs or my intention; the juftice of my comparifon turns upon this, that the motives 
to fuch expeditions and campaigns are, comparatively fpeaking, near and at hand; 
:whereas we are lefs acquainted, or at leaft lefs affeCted by the conneCtion between our 
mt:refts and thofe of the plantations; though, from what has been faid, I think it will 
plamly appear, that they concern us as much and as nearly, as any inter efts can do with
out the limits of our own ifland. 

15. But it is now time to bring this chapter to a clofe, and after having given the 
reader, from the beft authorities I could find, as clear an account as I was capable of 
giving of thefe noble fettlements, I come next to add a few general remarks, not upon 
this or that plantation, but upon the whole body of our American fettlements taken 
together. We have {hewn how the outlines were drawn, fo early as in the reigns of 
King Henry VIr. and Henry VIII. We have taken notice of the fchemes and prepar
ations that were made for fettling the countries we had a title to in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. We have given an account how far thefe were carried into execution in 
the fucceeding reigns. And in this chapter we have plainly exhibited the manner in 
which this laft plan was fully accompliihed. By this means the reader fees that the 
ditcoveries of the Cabots, though treated by fame unikilful \\Titers as trifling things, and 
matters of no great moment, were in reality the grounds of our pretenfions, now con
verted into the aCtual poffeilion of that vaft traCt of country from the northern coail: 
of Hudfon's Streights, down to the fouthern limits of the new colony of Georgia, or 
of the old colony of Carolina; for the limits are the fame. As for the iflands, I take 
the fettlement of them to have been occafioned by the old route to Florida, which has 
been fo much ridiculed; but which, notwithftanding, feems to haw been the true 
fource of our acquifitions in the Lee\vard Iflands. Jamaica is ours by conqueft, and 
which is another circumftance worth remembering, became fo in a great meafure by a 
force raifed in our plantations. Whether it be our intcref!: to think of making fuch 
€xpeditions for the future, I {hall not determine; but care ought furely to be firf!: taken. 
of the colonies "\vc have; which it never can be till the importance of our plantation~ 
in general is thoroughly underftood by the bulk of this nation. This is the point 
I h<lve princip"Jly laboured in this work, and I {hall clofe all I have to fay with the. 
confideration of three points; which I hope will make the matter plain to every 
unc1erftanding. 

The firft of thefe points is, ' \Vhat the condition of this country was before we had 
:lny plantations ?' In reg<:rd to this, I think I may flfdy affirm that it was very low and 
deipicable. In the victorious reign of Edwanl the IUd. there was a balance of trade 
ftruck, and delivered into the exchequer, by which it appeared that :he exports of one 
year exceeded the imrnrts liy two hundred and fifty-five thoufand two hundred and 
fourteen pounJs thirteen il1illings and eight-pence, which t'o"' that time \n~; a great deal. 
At the time Queen Elizabeth entered upon the gO\'ernment, the cuf!:oms produced 
thirty-fix thouLllld pounds a year; at the Rei1oration they \\"l'l e let to farm for lour 
hundred thou[1l1d pounds; and produced confiderably above double that fum before 
the Revolution. The people of London, before \ye had any plantations, and but very 
little trade, were computed at about one hundred th::mfand; at the death of Queen 
Elizabeth they were incrcafcd to one hundred and fifty thoufand, and <1re now about 
fix times that number. In thofe days we had not only our naval ftores, but our fhips 
from our neighbours.. Germany furnifhed us with all things made of IW.:t~J, even to 
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nails· wine paper linen and a thoufand other thinrrs came from Fr:mce. Portl1:Tal , , , , (.)..l,) 

furniihed us with fugars ; all the pro(hce of America was poured mto us 'from Spam ; 
2nd the Venetians and Genoefe retailed to us the commodities of the Eafl: Indies at 
their own price. In 1hort, the legal intereft of money was twelve per cent. and the 
common price of our lands ten or twelve years purchafe. We may add, that our 
l1lJnufactures were few, and (hofe but indifferent; the number of Englifh merchants 
very fmall, and our !hipping much inferior to what now belongs to the northern 
colonies. Thefe are plain and certain facts; but as foon as we began to extend 
our trade, and to mak.e fettlements abroad, the face of our affairs chang-ed; the 
inhabitants of the City of London were doubled by the end of the laff period, 
and were again doubled before the end of this; our !hipping encreafed in a frill 
greater proportion; we coined within twenty years after that queen's death about five 
millions at the tower, in twenty years after that feven, and in the next twenty years 
eight, which are indubitable proofs that we had gained a prodigious balance of trade 
in our favour. 

The next point I !hall confider is,' What our condition has been fince?' and; with 
ref pect to this, I may boldly affirm that it has altered for the better, almofr to a degree 
beyond credibility or computation. Our manufactures are prodigioufiy increa1ed, 
chiefly by the demand for them in the plantations, where they at leafl: take off one half, 
and furniih us with many valn;:tble commodities for exportation. Infread of taking the 
quantities we were wont to do of goods from other nations, we actually export thofe 
very goods, and fometimes to the very fame nations; fugar, rum and tobacco, are the 
:fources of private wealth and public revenue, which would h2.ve been fo m,my drains, 
that would have beggared us, had they not been raifed in our plantations. It is no longer 
in the power of the Ruffians to make us pay what they pleafe for flax and hemp. The 
Swedes cannot compel us to pay their own price, and that too. in ready money, for 
pitch and tar, nor would it be in their power to diltre[s us, ihould they attempt it by 
raifing the price of copper and inm. Logwood is funk feventy-five per cent.; indigo, 
and other dyeing materials, are in our power, and at moderate prices. In {hort, the 
advantages are infinite that redound to us from our American empire, where we have, 
at leafl:, a million of Britifh fubjetl:s, and between fifteen hundred and two thoufand 
fail of ihips conf!:antly employed. Such have been the fruits, fuch is the condition of 
our plantations, and let any man doubt of the benefits refulting from them to this 
nation if he can; or when he reflects on the numbers maintained here by their in
dufl:ry, and even by their luxury, let him deny or envy their wealth if it is in his 
power. ' 

When our plantations were in their infancy, they were fome burthen and charge 
to this nation, and then it was that fome wife and public-fpirited perfons took upon 
them to become advocates for a thing which they forefaw \vould prove hi<J"hly ufeful 
and advantageous. I have read many of their difcourfes with great pleafure~ becaufe I 
confidered them as written with a kind of prophetic fpirit, in which their authors have 
exhibited to the eye of the ages in which they wrote, a very jufl: picture of what has 

(; pafTed in fucceeding times; but with this remarkable circumf!:ance, that thou<J"h fl:vl:'ral 
of them were men '1.S remarkable for bold flights of imagination, as for penetr~tion and 
judgment, yet in this cafe they hive not reached the truth; the prefent !tate of the 
plantations e~ceeding vafl:ly all that they promifed, or even hoped from them; the 
reafon of.whlCh I conceive to be their framing conjectures from the fl:ate the nation 
:vas .then Ill, and our trade was at that time fa inconfiderable in comparifon of what it 
IS at prefent, that I think there is no wonder the writers who fiouri!hed in thofe 
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days {hould fall fo much {hort in their expeaations from our fettlements in America. 
But, perhaps, it may be objeaed, that though they did not fo,.-efee many things 
that have fince fallen out in thofe parts of the world, yet it is very evident that they 
believed many advantages would arife from thofe colonies that have never yet 
come t~ pafs; which leads me to the third point I propofe to mention in thefe 
remarks. 

This third point is, ' The improvements and additional benefits that may be frill made 
in, and accrue from our plantations.' \Ve ought, in this refpea, to confider of what a 
vafr extent that country is, which we aaually poifef.,> in the new world, to which I will 
be bold to fay this ifland does not bear a greater proportion than the county of Norfolk, 
t.o the whole kingdom of England ; whence we may eafily conceive ,,·hat room there is 
for making new improvements in fuch a vafr traB: of country. It is, indeed true, that 
fome of our fettlements on the continent, fuch as New England, New York, 
Penfylvania, Maryland and Virginia, are already tolerably well peopled; but then Nova. 
Scotia is fcarce fettled, New Britain is a v~il: country, and capable of being turned to 
our advantage; is fo far from being fettled, that it is fcarce known to us; and the 
fame thing may be [aid of all the country bordering u;Jon Hudfon's Bay. As to the 
fouthern colonies, by which I mean the two Carolina's and Georgia, they are very 
thinly peopled, and very little improved, though beyond all comparifon the mofl: 
valuable poifeffions we have in thofe parts. In regard to the iflands of Bermudas 
and Barbadoes, they are thoroughly peopled, and moil: of the Leeward Wands 
tolerably inhabited; but then there are feveral il1an(~:) to which we have as clear and as 
good a title, as to any of thefe, that are not fettled at all, though from the nature of 
their climate, foil, and fituation, they are not inferior to any, but on the contrary ~ 
fuperior to moil: of thofe of which we are poifeifed, as will be hereafter fhewn, The 
noble if1and of Jamaica, which of itfelf might ferve to inrich any country to which it 
belonged, is not a third part cultivated, fo that there is every where room for us to 
exert our induD:ry, for the honour and advantage of the Britin1 nation; which as it has 
already drawn fuch immenfe profits hom its fettlements in America, fa beyond all 
queil:!on we may il:il! draw much greater, if we proceed with the fame fpirit and 
vigour that our anceil:ors did, having much more power in our hands, much fairer 
opportunities than they had, befides the light and authority of experience, to guide, 
encourage, and fupport us. 

In order to thIS, and that we may aaually add thefe advantages in profpeCl: 
to thofe which we at prefent poifefs, the fleps neceifary to be taken fall under 
the two following heads: the firil: is, improving fuch of our colonies as are 
already well fettled; and the next, providing for the thorough planting fuch as 
are at prcfent but very indifferently, or fcarce at all peopled. It ·would require a 
large treatife to expatiate fully on thefe heads, and therefore I fhall content myfelf 
with only a few hints as to each of them. In refpea to the firft, I cannot conceive that 
any thing would be more advantageous than providing every colony with fome flaple 
commodity, which would infallibly produce the following defirable confequences; it 
w(mld make the inhabitants of thofe colonies perfeaIy eafy, and at the fame time it 
would vanly inrich us. As for Virginia and Maryland, they are poifeifed of the 
tobacco tracie, in which, if any cafe, encouragement, or advantage can be granted them, 
they man certainly deferve it; but ",ith refpeCt to New England, Penfylvania, New 
York, and the Jerfeys, ways and means might be found to increafe their commerce 
with England direCtly, by promoting their inclinations to furnifh us with all kinds of 
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naval flores, and with iron. There was, as to pitch and tar, a confiderable bounty
given, and it is very remarkable for many years this produced no effeCt, which might 
poffibly countenance an opinion, that the friends to the plantations were too fanguine 
in their notions on this head; but experience afterwards ihewed the contrary. For 
the circumftances of the public making it neceiTary to try how far this might be 
praCticable, it very [oon appeared that the thing could be eafily done; and upon 
fending over perfons. well acquair:ted :"ith the methods of. making ~itch and tar, the 
people in the colomes foon fell mto It, and fuch quantItIes were Imported, as not 
only fupplied our wants, but enabled us alfo to fupply thofe of our neighbours; 
and then upon a fuppofition that the trade was effeCtually eftablifhed, the bounty 
was difcontinued. The confequence of this was, that the importation of thefe com
modities from Ruffia, Sweden and Norway, was revived; for the people of thofe
countries building large bulky fhips, peculiarly proper for tranfporting thofe com. 
modities, by navigating thefe ihips cheaper than we can do ours, are thereby able 
to underfell our countrymen in the colonies, by three or four ihiilings in a barrel; 
fo that to keep this trade there grew a neceffity of granting a new bounty upon 
pitch and tar from America, or laying a new duty upon what was imported from 
the north. 

We may fay the fame thing with regard to iron, of which, at prefent, we import 
very near double as much from Sweden as is fold to all the reft of Europe, for which 
we pay momy in ready money; and yet no queflion can be made of its being very 
praCticable to bring the befl part of the iron we want from our plantations, which has 
been hitherto prevented by notions fo frivolous, that I do not care to mention them. 
Hemp and flax have been fufficiently infifted upon already, and to thefe we may add 
pot-afhes; fo that the reader will eafily difcern, that there is no difficulty at all in 
the way of enabling the northern colonies to pay us for our manufaCtures, and 
prevent their fetting up manufaCtures themfelves, but our fetting heartily about 
it. The fame thoughts may, in a great meafure, ferve for our fouthern colonies, 
in which tar may certainly be made as good as any in the world; but then there 
are other things peculiar to thofe colonies, fuch as the planting coffee, tea, cocoa, 
indigo, and the fhrub that produces cochineal; but above all, we ought to think 
uf filk, for reafons that :lhall be given when we come to treat of tr~e colony of 
Georgia; at prefent we fhan only fay, that there is this great and extraordinary 
conveniency attends the cultivation of the Jaft mentioned commodity, that as it is 
proper for the fame foil and climate, as hemp and flax, fo they may be both carried 
on t?gether; the filk harvefl:, as they call it, being over before' hemp and flax 
:are npe. 

As to the .fugar Wands, th.ough ther ha\'e aIread~ a fl:aple ,commodity of very great 
v~lue, yet thIS, fhould not hmder us tram confidermg how that commodity may be 
Ihll rendered. more ufeful, I mea? to the p.lant~rs and to us; and how far other things 
are capable III the fame countnes of bemg Improved. It was the opinion of Sir 
Jo~a}1 Child (and I think the fubjeCt well confider ed, it is not eafy to produce a better 
opmlOn) that fugar may be ~s much made th.e commodity o~ this nation, as the gold 
and filver of Peru and MeXICO are the peculIar treafures at Spain. The reafons he 
gives are ve~y ~rong: but it .is v~ry certai? that we ?ave not fallen upon the right 
method of brmgmg hIS doCtnne IDto prachce; fince IDfl:ead of exporting one half of 
the fugar we bring home, as we formerly did, we do not now export above a fixth 
and this not from falling off of the demand, but bec~ufe new markets have been found: 
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at which foreigners can buy cheaper. To alter this all heads {hould be fet to work, 
and all arts tried; and till thefe fucceed, it may not be amus that the inhabitants of 
the fugar colonies would try to bring fame other goods to market. 

Thus much for the firfl head, now for the fecond : -it has been computed, by fome, 
that there is a million and a half of white people in our plantations, which computation 
has been judged by others fomewhat of the highefl; perhaps it may be fo, but , ... 'ithout 
all doubt it would be our interefl to have two millions of white people there; nor do I think 
that there is any reafon to fear that this would either drain the Britifh dominions, or at 
all endanger the dependancy of the colonies. I am, on the contrary, very firmly per. 
fuaded, that the increafe of people in the colonies, as it would certainly increafe our trade, 
fo it muft neceifarily increafe the number of our people at home; and that the methods 
proper to be taken for the better peopling our colonies, and improving them, would 
infallibly render them more dependant. 

But to come clofely to the point, and {hew how this may be done. Give me leave 
to obferve, that though the general propofition that the number of the people is the 
riches of a country, be true, yet it is true only of induftrious and ufeful people; and it is 
in this fenfe, that the number of the people in Holland is quoted as an example; fa that 
if there be in any country numbers of people ufelefs, they are fo far from contributing 
to the wealth of that country, that they are in fact: the caufes of its poverty. Now, it 
is certain, that though this nation might become more powerful and more rich, b)C 
being more numerous than it is; yet there is not any mere probable method of 
bringing this about than by employing our ufeful hands, which perhaps may be 
eafier done abroad than at home. \!If e have vaft numbers of vagabonds throughout 
the kingdom, who many of them live by pity, but mofl of them by the folly of 
better people than themfelves; ther;~ cannot therefore be any cruelty in fending 
thefe people where they muft work, and confequently maintain themfelves, and be 
ufeful to others. vVe have many people convict:ed of fmall crimes, and from the 
icrnominy of the conviC1ion and punifhment rendered defperate; it would certainly 
be a great charity to provide for. thefe. \Ve find multitudes releafed from time 
to time out of prifons by aC1s of grace, which fet them at liberty, it is true; but, at 
the fame time, leaves them at little better more than the liberty of ftarving; and 
who c!\n f~y, that it would not be highly laudable to find out fome means for giving 
thefe people bread as well as freedom? I humbly conceive, that if a proper fund 
was afiigned for fending thefe people abroad, not like tranfports or negroes, but like 
unhappy EngliD1men, \vith due provifion for their comfortable maintenance in their 
paifage, and a proper reception in the places they are fent to, this might be found an 
effectual way ,of eafing our poors-rates, ftocking our colonies, and enlarging the trade 
of the nation. 

But in doing this, great confideration is to be ufed, there ought to be nothing in it 
of {harne, and as little of force as may be. The terms ought to be fuch as may 
encoura',e people in diil:refs to accept them, and the accepting them might be in the 
nature of a fuperfedeas to all criminal profecutions, not of a capital nature. They fhould 
be fent abroad for a teT'm of years, or till they could repay a certain fum of money to 
the corporation intrufted with the management of this fcheme, and conficlerable 
rewa,ds fhould be given to fuch as behaved well, and gained a competent fettlement 
during the time limited for their remaining abroad; and if to this certain honorary 
preferments were added, it would be fo much the better. Thefe are the outlines only 
of a great defign, worthy the attention of the legiilature, \\"ho perhaps may think 2, tax 
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on public diverfions a reafonable fund for fuch a fervice, there being nothing more juft
than that luxury fhould contribute to relieve neceffity, and that [hofe who are able to be 
idle fhould be made wjlling to help thofe that mull: work. 

Such, at leafl:, are my notions of thefe matters, and of the means by which our 
plantations might be improved, and the advantages we derive from them increafed and 
extended.. If what I have faid be rational and praC1icable, or without much difficulty 
may be altered in fuch a manner as to become fa, I hope it will be thought worthy of 
confidetation; but if otherwife, let fome perion better verfed in thefe things, and more 
capable of treating this fubj eC1 arife, and fet it in its true point oflight. For this is the 
critical time, the feafon when the- friends of trade and the plantations fhould exert 
themfelves before a peace takes place, and a new fcene opens, of which it will be im
pollible to give our judgment immediately, and as impoffible to think of executing tbofe 
fchemes then, that are eafy as well as praC1icable now. 

CHAP-
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CH APTE R IV. 

THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH COLONIES IN AMERICA, 

FROM THE REVOLUTION TO THE DEATH OF HIS LATE MAJESTY KING 
GEORGE I. 

I. The Artifices of the French, under the. Reign of James IJ. defeated by the Pnb;!? c/ 
Colonel Dungan, Governor of New l' ork. - 2. The Indians, b.v their Injiigation, and 
with their AJ1!ftance, attack the People of New England in 169°, and are repu!fed 
with Lifs.- 3· An Account if' Sir T;Vil/iam Phipps's unfortunate Expedition ao-ainjl 
Quebec. - 4. The Hiflory of the Indian vVar continued to its Clqje, u,ith °other 
remarkable Occurrences. - 5. The Society for the Propagation if the Gqfpe! incor
porated by King William III. and the many Advantages ,flowing from tbat c:ae/lmt 
Ejlablifhment. - 6. 'rho Affairs if the Britifh Colonies, during the Reign of Queen 
Anne, briefly conjidered. -7. The unfortunate Expedition agah!ft Canada, under 
Genera! Hill and Sir Hovenden Walker. - 8. The Metbods taken by tbe Frencb for 
the Benrjit oj their own Commerce, at tbe Expence if ours to tbe Treaty if Utretcht. -
9· An Account if his Grace the Duke if Montague's Scheme for Joltling the !Jlands of 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent. - 10. The Hiflory of the Expedition for that Purpqje, under 
Captain Uring, and his Relation of its Mifcarriage. - I I. Colollel Braithwaite's Report 
if' his being forced to abandon the Settlement of St. Vincent. - 12. The indubitable Title 
of the Crown if Great Britain to thqfe !Jlonds ajferted, and tile Importance of maintaining 
it demolijlrated. - 13. Remarks and Olfervations on the mqfl remarkable P{:!J:zges in 
the foregoing Chapter. 

I T is generally agreed, that the very worfl: part of King James's government was th~ 
inclination that he had to French counfels, and his' falling too readily into French 

meafures, which is the morc extraordinary in matters relating to commerce; becau[e 
never any prince underflood them better than King James. It mufl therefore haw 
been his violent zeal for promoting the popifh cau[e, that induced him to go the lengths 
he did, in favour of France; contrary mofl: certainly to the interefl: of this nation, as he 
would have feen [ooner than any body, if that zeal of his had not hindered him. But 
from hence we fee the difference between EngIifh and French popery. Our deluded 
prince, though he underfl:ood trade, was inclined to facrifice it, in fome meafure, for the 
fake of his religion; the French King, though of the fame religion, and pretending to 
be as zealous for it as King James, made u[e of it as a colour to promote his own am
bitious defigns, and the trade of his fubjects at our expence. I know that this is a 
delicate fubject to handle, and I fhould not have mentioned it at all, but from a jufl 
fenfe of its confequence, and a fincere love for truth and the interefl: of my country. 

The French, in the beginning of King lames's reign, finding their colony of Canada 
in the utmofl: danger from the Iroquois, a very warlike Indian nation, jealous of their 
liberties, and very capable of defending them by force of arms, refolved, fince force had 
hitherto failed, to try what might be done towards fubduing them by the gentler method 
of converfion; in order to which they not only employed a multitude of artful jefuits, 
but contrived likewife, under pretence of extending the Chriflian faith, to engage,King 
James to countenance and affift this project. In order to this an Iriih gentl,eman, 
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Colonel Duncran, fon to the Earl of Limerick, was made Governor of New York; and 
he was direct~d, by his maller, to permit the French jefuits to preach to, and .convert, 
the Indians under the protection of his government. The fcheme was certamly well 
laid and one would wonder how it came not to take effect; which if it had done, 
mua have proved the ruin of that colony at leaIl, the conqueft of which had been for 
a long time the object of the French policy. But this Colonel Dungan, unfortunately 
for the French, was a man of very good fenfe, and of ftria honour; he obeyed his 
mailer's commands, though unwillingly, but he kept fa ftria an eye upon the French 
jefuits, that he very foon faw to the bottom of their defigns; and, finding them in
compatible with the welfare of the colony he governed, he obliged them to retire; 
telling them that they came to promote the commerce, rather than the religion of their 
nation; and that if his good friends the Indians were fa much in love with jefuits, that 
they could not be without them, he would fupply them with thofe who fbould make 
them good Chl'iftians and good Englifhmen at the fame time. 

This greatly provoked the French governor of Canada, Mr. Denonville, who 
threatened him with the difpleafure of his own mafter, and of the Moft Chrillian King; 
but this had no effea upon Colonel Dungan, who would not be either cheated or 
bullied; and therefore when the French governor had trepanned fame of the Indian 
chiefs, and fent them over to be made fiaves in the French gallies, by the moll notorious 
breach of faith that ever man was guilty of; the colonel affifted them in a war occafioned 
thereby, which brought the French colony within a hair's breadth of ruin. This ftory, 
which is very remarkable, we have from French as well as Englifh authors, and which 
is no lefs extraordinary, they agree in every circumllance of it. Only the former are 
io partial, as to treat the colouel's charaaer very ill, becaufe he would not {acrifice the 
intereft of his country, his own honour, and confcience to their views. After the revo
lution, when he was become Earl of Limerick, King William, who was very well 
informed of his proceedings, procured an offer to be made him of a very confiderable 
command in the Spaniih fervice, but he declined it; and though he liked not the 
meafures, chafe to follow the fortunes, of his mafter King lames. 

The French, by the fame kind of artifices had very near difpoffeffed the Hudfon's Bay 
company of that country entirely; and, as foon as the war broke out, they aCl:ually did 

~fo, as we have already fhewn. They alfo made a bold attempt upon the colony of New 
York, with the affillance of the Indians in th~ir interefts, but were repulfed; and 
Colonel Peter Schuyler, with three hundred Englifh, and the fame number of Iroquois~ 
bra.vely marched from Fort Albany to Quebec, which is four hundred miles; and 
finding the French Governor with feven hundred regular troops, and as many Hurons, 
an Indian nation always at their devotion in the field, they boldly attacked them, 
and killed three hundred men and thirty officers, with very little lofs to themfelves ; 
but having no artillery, and the French retiring into their forts. the colonel made a 
very honourable retreat, fatisfi~d with the blow he had ftruck, and fecuring his own 
country from any farther depredations. But it was not only on this fide that the Frenell 
attacked our colonies at that time, on the contrary they had framed a defign of greater 
~onfequence again~ th.e pe?ple of New England, of which, as it is a matter of great 
!mp.ortance, we Wlll glve as full and clear an account of it as we can; for though their 
mtrlg~e.s began fomewhat earlier than the period affigned for this chapter, yet as our 
expedltIon was not made till after the revolution, it comes in very properly here. 

~'. :rhe French". i? a time of full pe~ce,. and when, as we have obferved, they were 
fohCltIng and obtammg favours from King James, excited the Indians on the frontiers of 
New England, ttl furprife feveral out fettlements, where they committed feveral great 
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barbarities; of this, complaiI?-t~ were made to the French governor at Quebec, who 
gave very good words, pretendmg that he knew nothing of what had happened; but 
pro.mifed to .in~rpofe, a?d .check t?e defigns of the Indians as far as was i?- his power, 
whIch promIfe was very mdIfferently performed. The Englifh thereupon trIed what fair 
means, and a peaceable negotiation with the Indians, would do ; in this likewife they 
were deceived an~ amufed, while their enemies ftill perfifted in their depredations, 
.though they con~ued to treat, and pretended that all difputes fhould be amicably 
fett~ed, well knowmg that the colony would take any meafures rather than engage in an 
Indian war. During thefe tranfaCtions, the French and Indians entered into further 
en$agements againft the Englifh, who did what they could with honour and juftice, to 
brmg matters to a peaceable iifue, which was rendered very difficult by the intrigues of 
the French, who upon King James's withdrawing to France, reprefented the Englifh 
nation as in a rebellious and perilous condition, which was fufficient encouragement 
fur the Indians to continue the war, having the promife of powerful affiftance from 
Quebec. 

They furprifed the garrifon of Quachecho, by the treachery of Me fan don it, a Sachem, 
whom Major Waldern, who commanded there, had generoufly entertained the night 
before; and that traitor lying in his houfe, opened the gates in the morni1il.g to a party 
of favages that lay in ambufh not far off, and ruChing in killed the major and twenty-two 
.men, burnt four or five of the beft houfes, and carried away twenty-nine perfons into 
captivity, killing Mr. Broughton in their retreat. The government ordered Captain. 
Noyes, with a {hong party, to march to Penacook, and clear the cl)untry of the 
favages ; but they cleared it themfelves by running away as foon as they heard news 
of his coming. Captain Noyes purfU'ed them, cut down all their corn, burnt their 
'wigwams, and laid every thing wafte. A party from Saco \vas furrounded by a great 
body of Indians, and efcaped with difficulty, having loft fix of their number; they 
afterwards maftered Pemmaquid Fort, by help of intelligence given them by one 
Mr. Starkey, who falling into their hands thought to get out of them by that fervice, 
and told of the weak condition the fort was in by the abfence of Mr. Giles, and part of 
the garrifon; upon whom they fell at Giles's farm, and killed him and fourteen men. 
They then got upon a rock, when they miferably galled the Englifh, and obliged the 
governor, Capt. Weem~, to furrender on promife of life and liberty. But the favages 
broke the capitulation, and butchered the greateft part of them, as alfo Capt. Skinner 
and Capt. Farnham, who were coming to the relief of the garrifon, and Mr. Pedifhall, 
as he lay in his floop in the Barbran. Thefe loifes caufed the inhabitants of Sheepfcot 
and Kennebeck to abandon thofe places, a.nd rerurn to Falmouth. 

It was time for the government of New England to look about them, aud think of 
vppofing vigorouBy thofe murders and depredations of the Indians: They fent Major 
Swayne with five hundred men from Maifachufet, and Major Church, one of their beft 
officers, from Plymouth, with five hundred more, againft the enemy in the eaft, where 
they had intercepted Lieut. Hutchin, who had drawn off a garrifon he had in thofe parts, 
to fet them to work in the field. The favages coming unexpeCtedly upon them cut them 
to pieces, being feventeen in number, and then came to the fort, where were only two 
boys, and fome women and children; the boys defended it againft them, wounded 
feveral ; and when they found that the barbarians were about to fet fire to the houfe 
that was in the fort, and to burn them out, they would not yield but on terms of life; 
which thefe inhuman wretches granted, and afterwards killed three or four of the 
children; with one of the boys; the other made his efcape. Capt. Garner purfued 
the enemy, but they were too nimble for him. Another party of them affaultedCano, 
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killed Capt. Brooks, and had put the whole town to the fword, had not, Capt, Hall 
come opportunely with relief. The defigns of Major Swayne and Major Church 
were frufirated by the treachery of fome Indian confederates, who, being fent out as 
[couts, difcovered all that they knew to the enemy; who underfiandmg the nu~ber of 
the Englifh fled to their inaccefiible woods and fwamps ; fo Major Swayne, havmg gar. 
rifoned Blew Point, retired to winter quarters. I enter not into the particulars of the 
barbarous treatment the Englifh captives met with from the favages, there being no~hing 
in it but what might be expeCted from their rage and cruelty, and there ~as no hkeli. 
hood of their learning humanity towards the Englilh, by leffons from theIr new allies 
the French, who were very aCtive in infiruCting and difciplining them for the better 
management of the war. 

It is plain they had improved in it, both in ~rms and in aCtion, and had continual 
affifiance from Quebec, without which the Englifh would foon have chall:ifed them for 
their infolence, and taught them to be quiet. To make the French fome returns for 
the many mifchiefs the Englilh had fuffered by their means, it was refolved in New 
England to carry the war home to them. In purfuance of this refolution, Sir William 
Phipps, who commanded the fleet and forces, failed from New England the 28th of 
April 1690, and on the 11th of May following arrived before Port Royal. The French 
had then a 1tery flourilhing colony in Acadia, or, as we call it, New Scotland, con
fill:ing of no lefs than fix thoufand people, who got a living at leall: by their trade in 
lumber, filh, and 1kins; but for all that the place was fo miferably provided for 
defence, the town being covered only by a flight palifade, and a little fort of no force, 
that it was very foon reduced ; and Sir William Phipps had the honour of recovering 
this country to the crown of Britain. The people in Nova Scotia had leave by 
the capitulation, either to retire to Canada, or remain in the country; and about two 
thoufand chofe the latter '; fo that Sir William not only acquired a country, but a 
a people; yet we did not keep the poifefiion of eitheJ.:, for any length of time. To 
revenge thefe loffes, Monfieur Artel, a French officer from Canada, and one Hoop
hood, a leader among the Huron Indians, confederates with the French, with men of 
both nations, affaulted Salmon Falls, killed thirty perfons, and carried away fifty into 
captivity; which terribly alarmed all New England, it being the firfi: time that the 
'French had a8:ed openly with the barbarians. And as Quebec was thought to be the 
fource of all their calamities in tbis war, it was therefore refolved to attack that place,. 
which being reduced, the French would have no city to rell: in, and carry on their ill 
defigns againft their Chrifiian neighbours. 

3. The fuccefs Sir William Phipps fo lately had, recommended him to the chief com
mand in this expedition; but it feems to have been as ill laid and managed as the other was 
well contrived; for it is certain, he had a ftrength with him fufficient to have driven the 
French out of Canada, had it been well ufed ; he had thirty-two fail of fhips, and they 
had aboard two thoufand men, a prodigious armament for fuch a colony, and failed 
from Hull near Bofton the 9th of Auguft; but came not within fight of Quebec till the 
5th of Oaober. Thus, they were eight weeks in a voyage, that with good winds and 
weat~er, might have been made in two or three. The Englifh were fo long makmg up 
the flver of S~. Laurence, that t~e governor, Count de Fontenac, had time enough to 
p~epa~e ,for hiS defence by drawmg all th~ ~rength of the colony to Quebec, which 
SIr W,llham expeCted would have been diVIded by an army marching over land, and 
att~cking Mount Royal Fort on the frontiers of Canada, while be feU upon the capital. 
ThIS army was to confill: of two thoufand men from New York Connecticut and Ply-
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name of Iroquois; but the Englifh difringuifhed them by the names of their feveral 
nations. The Englifh marched as far as the great lake of Canada; but as there 
were no canoes provided for them to pafs it, they returned; and it is very ftrange that 
there fhould have beel1 no provifion for their pafTage fecured, iince the fuccefs of thlt 
enterprize fo much depended upon it. 

When Sir William arrived within fight of the place, he fancied that the conqueft 
would have been as eafy as that which he had made of Nova Scotia, and therefore he 
drew up a paper in the nature of a fummons to furrender, conceived in very rough 
terms; for Sir William was originally a carpenter, and afterwards a failor; fa that he 
was very blunt and unpolifhed, though a very honeft and very brave man j but the French 
governor, Count Fontenac, was fo offended at the ftyle and fubjea, that he caufed a 
gibbet to be fet up, and would have hanged the major that brought the paper, had it 
not been for the bifhop's interceffion. He returned, however, a very infolent anfwer ~ 
calling Phipps and his company heretics and traitors. 

On the 8th of Oaober the Englifh landed, under Lieutenant General 'Whalley, to 
the number of one thoufand four hundred, for to thefe they were reduced by the fmall
pox, and other difeafes; but had their full complement been preferved, what were tW() 
thoufand on board the fhips to four thoufand within the city; for fo many men Fontenac 
had now with him? Which Whalley underftanding, he re-embarked his troops, though 
they would very fain have attempted one arrault; but their bravery was ill-timed~ 
confidering the inequality of their number to that of the enemy. Some writers make 
the lofs of the Englifh from the oppofition they met with on fhore, to be fix hundred 
men; but, I believe, that oppofition is heightened for the credit of our nation, that the 
troops might not be thought to abandon this enterprize without looking the enemy in 
the face. The beft accounts given by the French writers of this matter, do not afcribe 
the deliverance of Quebec more to the courage of their own people than to the want 
of condua and difcipline in the Englifh. The truth of the matter is, the fcheme was 
well enough laid, but thofe who undertook to execute it had not capacities fuitable to
a defign of this nature; and befides there fell out fome accidents that were fatal to them:. 
as well as wholly unforefeen, and to which in a great meafure we may juftly attribute 
their difappo:ntment. 

The frnall-pox did not only carry off numbers in Sir William Phipps's fleet, but 
broke out alfo in the other army, t;1at was to have marched by land to attack Mount 
Royal; and this malady infeEting thelroquois,wasthe true reafon why that expedition was 
abandoned; and this being foon known to the French, gave them an opportunity of 
throwing their whole force into Quebec, which was much too great for Sir William 
Phipps to ftruggle with, if he and thofe who attended him, had been better officers 
than they really were; fa that there is no great wonder the whole expedition mifcarried. 
This fhews, that matters of a military nature cannot be carried on, efpecially 2.gainfl 
the French, but by military men and officers well acquainted with fervice; yet the zeal 
and courage of the people of New England, in undertaking and pufhing thi3 projed of 
theirs fo far as they did, deferves great applaufe, as it fully demonftrates the fpirit of 
the people,and very plainly proves that with proper encouragement and proper affiHance, 
they are both willing to endeavour and able to perform all that, in their circum£bnces, 
a Britifh government can expea from Britiili fubjeas. In the prefent cafe their 
eflorts rather exceeded than fell fhort of their abilities, for their fleet and army were 
numerous enough, well provided, and wcil paid; the expenee of this frClitlefs attempt 
falling little fhort of one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, every penny of which 
was furnifhed by the inhabitants of this colony, or, which was worfe, they ran in debt 
for it, and were left to pay it; here at home \ve do not fufliciently reflea upon t.he in-
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conveniences that fuch misfortunes as thefe bring upon our fettlements, but are too apt 
to charge them with want of vigour, want of application, and want of public fpirit; 
whereas in truth, thefe wants, generally fpeaking, lie on our fide the water; and it is 
to cover' our own neglects, that we pretend to find faults in th~m of which they were 
never guilty. 

The fhips in their return met with no better fortune at fea than the men had done 
by land; fome of them were driven as far as the Leeward Iflands; one was wrecked, 
another was never heard of, a third foundered with all her crew in her, a fourth was 
driven afhore on the defolate ifland of Anticofta, where Captain Rinsford and his crew, 
forty at firft, were reduced through want and weather to half the number in a month's 
time, and then faved almoft miraculoufly. The lofs of men in this unfuccefsful en. 
terprize amounted to one thoufand, and thofe as ufeful hands as any in the country. 
During the progrefs of this miferable expedition, a party under Lieutenant Clark, 
venturing out of Cafco, to l"ok for the enemy, met with a body of four or five hun. 
dred Indians and French, who killed the lieutenant and thirteen of his men; the reft 
efcaping into the town, were purfued by the Indians and French, who entering the 
place reduced it to afhes. The garrifon furrendf'red the fort upon conditions of fafe 
conduct to the next Englifh town; but the French bafely broke the capitulation, and 
made them prifoners of war, under a very foolifh pretence of their being rebels to their 
lawful king. 

The governor, Major Davis, and fome of his men, were fent to Quebec; the reft 
were murdered by the favages. The garrifons ofPapocodack, Spamwick, Black Point, 
and Blue Point, drew off to Caco, twenty miles within Cafco, terrified with the fate 
of that place; their terror infected that garrifon alfo, and half of them fled. Hoophood, 
the Huron, purfued them and deftroyed all the country, burnt feveral houfes at Berwick, 
killed thirteen or fourteen men at Fort Point, and carried off fix prifoners; but 
Captain Floyd and Captain Greenleaf coming up with him routed his party, wounded 
and drove him off to a great diftance. He was afterwards fallen on by the French 
Indians, who taking him for an Iroquois, killed him and almoft all that were with him. 
The Indians and French had after that an advantage over the Englifh under Captain 
Wifwell, whom they killed, with fifteen of his foldiers, near Wheelwright Pond, the 
reft were brought off by Captain Floyd. Flufhed with this fuccefs, the Indians and 
French m'lde a defcent upon Amefbury, near to the Malfachufets, furprifed Captain 
Foot and tortured him to death; but the townfmen returning into the fort, main
tained it againft them. Major Church palfed by fea with three hundred men to 
Cafco Bay, where he landed, and palfed direaIy Pechpyfot, an indian fort, which he 
found deferted, thence to Amonofcoggin Fort, forty miles up Carco river, which he 
burnt, after having killed twenty Indians, all that Ilaid in it, and releafed feven Englifh 
captives. Having notice that the Indians had agreed to rendezvous on Pechyfet 
plain, in order to attack Wells, he haftened thither to give them battle; which the 
favages avoided, and the Englifh went into winter ql1arters. Captain Convers and Cap
tain Plaiftead, with one hundred men, remaining in thofe parts, to fcour the woods; 
and as the Englifh had no reafon to be content with the fuccefs of the war, fo they 
were well pleafed at the fight of a flag of truce, with which the Indians came to Wells, 
and a celfation of arms till the May following was agreed on by commiffioners on 
both fides. 

The ti.me of the ce~ation of arms with the Indians was fcaree expired; but the 
(avage~, mftead of coIDIng as they ~ad engage.d., .to reflore the captives, and tum the 
truce mto a peace, began to comIDIt new hofllbtles, and killed feveral Englifh at Ber

wick, 
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wick, Exeter, and Cape Nidduck. To prevent further mifchief, Captain Marel, Cap. 
tain King, Captain Sherburn, and Captain Waters, with four hundred men, landed at 
Macquoit, and marched to Speaky; but thefe forces not meeting the enemy, grew 
fecure, and fl:raggled out in parties, which the Indians obferving, gathered in a body, 
attacked them and drove them to their £hips, with the lofs of Captain Sherburn and 
feveral men, who could not get aboard in time. They killed feven perfons at Berwick, 
twenty-one at Sandy-Bear, a family at Rawly, another at Haverhill, both in Eifex county. 
Thus, we find them drawing fouthward, and extending themfelves into the Maifachufets, 
which they had not done before. The garrifon of Cape Nidduck was fa thinned by 
draughts fi'om it, that the remainder thought fit to defert it, though a fhong fort. A 
party of popilh Indians aifaulted the town of York, killed fifty Englifh, and drove away 
one hundred into flavery, and the reft fortified themfelves; and though they were but 
a handful, yet the favages, who were feveral hundreds, durft not attack them. Here 
Mr. Shu baa I Dunner, the minifter, was fhot at his own door, to the great joy of the French 
papifts. A fhip was immediately difpatched to Sagadohook, with a commiffion, and 
effetts to redeem the captives, and thofe men who remained in the town were now think. 
ing of abandoning it. 

Major Hutchinfon was in June 1692 fent with a ftrong party under Captain Convers, 
Capta:n FJoyd, and Captain Thaxter, to affift them and other Englifhmen on the 
frontiers. Captain Convers was pofl:ed at Wells with only fifteen men, in the flight 
fort there, and fifteen more in two floops in the river, to be affifting to the others upon 
occafion. Againfl: him came no lefs than four Indian kings, Modenkawando, Moxus, 
Edgerement, Warumbo, and fiiH two greater men, Monfieur Labrocree and Monfieur 
Barniff, with fame French foldiers, and five hundred Hurons. Moxus had not long 
before attacked Wells with two hundred Indians, and had been repulfed by Captain 
Convers, who had not a quarter of that number of men with him, which Modenka
wando hearing, he faid, my brother Moxus has miifed it now, but I will go myfelf 
the next year, and have the dog Convers out of his hole. But he was mifiaken, for the 
Englifumen in the fort, and chiefs in the floops, behaved fo gallantly, following the 
example of their brave commander Convers, that after feveral fruitlefs attempts of the 
Indians and F]."ench to mafter them, by land and by water, Monfieur Barniff, and the 
four Indian confederate princes, were obliged to retire. But Monfieur Labrocree did 
not live to bear the reproach of fo fcandalous a retreat, being killed in the firft of it. 
The enemy happened here to take one John Diamond prifoner, whom they ufed fo barba. 
roufly, that it would occaGon too Il'lUch horror in the reader to relate it. 

Things continued, however, in this fituation, till Sir vVilliam Phipps came over in 
quality of governor of New England, who immediately began to think of eretting a 
new' fort at Pemmaquid, to cover the frontiers, which he compleated in fix months 
time, though it was one of the firongefl: places in America; but the expence which 
this occafioned made the people uneafy; who, it feems, never forgave the raifing of 
the money it coft, though they could not but be fenfible that it was entirely laid out 
for their fafety; but it feems in New as well as Old England, and indeed in all other 
countries, it is a much eafier thing to ferve a fociety, than to make that fociety fenfible 
of one's fervice. In the prefent cafe onc might have e.l{petted things fuould have taken 
another turn, fince by the care Sir William Phipps took, the frontiers of the plantation 
were better fecured than in times paft, and the Indians more than once defeated in 
general engagements; if the difputes of between two and three hundred men of a fide 
may be called 10, and I fee no rcafon why they {bould not, if we cordlder that the con
fequences of thefe engagements were of the fame importance to both nations, ,as if they 

had 
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had been foucrht by thoufands; and I conceive, that it is the impurtance of a war, and 
notthe numb~r of men employed in it, that renders it worthy of notice. 

Thefe fucceifes, the building the forts in the eafl:, and the aMgmenting the forces 
there inclined the favages to think in earnefl: of peace, efpecially upon hearing the 
Mac~uas threatened to fall upon them, for killing fome of their fquas or prin~elTes on 
Whortlebury Plain. The Indian fachems had a French ambaifador at their courts, 
who was a friar, to fl:ir them up againfl: the Englilh, and keep, them in heart. This 
priefl: did his l:ltmofl: to perfuade them to continue the war. But the French not 
affifl:ing them with men, arms, and ammunition, as they promifed, the friar couid not 
hinder them from begging a peace, which was concluded at Fort Pemmaquid, by thir
teen fegamores and the Englilh commiffioners, who fet their names to the inflrument, 
Augufl: I I, 1693' By this treaty the Indians renouncpd their allegiance with the French, 
owned themfelves fubjeCts to the crown of England, confirmed the Englilh in the 
pOlTeffion of all the lands they had acquired, and fubmitted the regulation of their trade 
to the next general aifembly, which gave great fatisfaCtion to the people of New Eng
land; the rather, becaufe hitherto the Indians had very honefl:ly kept their treaties, 
but it was not long before it appeared that their new fpiritual guides, the French, had 
taught them other principles. 

4. It was not above a year before the jefuits excited their new converts to break this 
peace, concluded with heretics; it is true, there was then a war with France, fo that as 
ftatefmen and politicians the jefuits may be jufl:ified, but then they muft lay afide all 
pretences to chrifl:ianity; for it is certain, there is nothing in our religion that counte
nances a behaviour of this kind, and therefore we may fafely fay, that all their labours 
tended to make thefe poor people rather tools to France than chriftians. The firfl: 
breaking out of the new war, which happened in the fpring of 1694, was without any 
previous declaration, or even complaint that the terms had not been kept on the fide 
of the Englifh, nor indeed was this ever fo much as pretended. A body of Indians and 
French fell fuddenly on Oyfl:er River Town, and feized near one hundred perfons, 
twenty of which were of the trained-bands. One Blachford courageoufiy defended his 
houfe againfl: them, who defpairing to reduce him before fuccours came, left him, and 
going to Mrs. Cuts's farm near Pifcataway, they murdered her and her family. They 
made an incurfion into Middlefex county, and aifaulted Groton, but were bravely re
pulfed by Lieutenant Lukin, upon which they fell to plundering the plantations there
abouts, killed twenty prifoners, and carried twenty more into captivity. They killed 
one of the children of Mr. Gretham Hobert, the minifl:er, and carried off another with 
them; they murdered three perfons at work near Spruce Creek, and eight more at 
Kittery, where they barbaroufiy ufed a daughter of Mr.Downing. The favages fcalped 
this young woman, and left her for dead, but the recovered, and was living twenty 
years after. Mr. Jofeph Pike, of New burry, under-theriff of Effex, was murdered by 
them, between Ame{bury and Haverhill in that county. ' 

To balance thefe loires the Englilh feized Bommafeen, a famous fegamore, one of 
thofe that fig ned the lafl: treaty. He pretended to be jufl: come from Canada, and that 
he c~m.e on purpo!e to put an end to thefe hofl:ilities. But it being proved that he was 
a prmcIpal aCtor m the late murders, he was fent prifoner to Bofton. The taking of 
Bommafeen fl:unned the Indians a little, and they were quiet for fix or feven months. 
At lafl: a fleet of canoes came to an ifland a league from Pemmaquid, and fent propofals 
of peace to the ga,rrifon. They owned their guilt in breaking the lafl: articles, but 
thre~ the bla~e of It on the French. As a proof of their fincerity now they delivered 
up eIght capUves, when they had above one hundred ftill in captivity. However, a 
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truce was granted for thirty days, and Colonel Phillips, the ;~,:.~Lnt 11ajor Com-ers, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Hawthorn, were appointed commiilioners to treat with them on the 
part of the Indians, but becaufe they brought not Bommafeen with them, whofe releafe
ment was all they wanted, the Indian commiilioners broke ofF the conference, and went 
away in difguft. They had left the Englifh planters in their captivity, contrary to their 
promife to releafe them as a preliminary, which was a plain indication they were not in 
Cc'arnefl:. Advice was fent immediately to all the Englifh garrifons in the eall to be upon 
their guard; notwithfl:anding 'which, I\Iajor Hammond, of Kittery, fell into an 
ambufcade, and was taken prifoner; but having the good fortune to be tranfported to 
Canada, he was very civilly treated by Count Frontenac, who bought him of his 
Indian mafl:er, and fent him to Bofl:on by a veifel that came to Quebec for exchanl'.: 
of prifoners. In Augufl: a party of Indians came down to Bellerica un horfebacl.;.; thi~ 
was pretty far within the Maffachufets. They killed and took fifteen perfons, and 
plundered Mr. Rogers's houfe. This was the firf!: time the Indic.ns O'er made ufe nf 
hodes. They took nine people out of Newbury in Effex, and being clofel), purfued b-. 
Captain Greenleaf, a valiant and diligent o~cer, they fo \,'olmded them • .. ;hen they 
found they could not keep them, that they all died except one lad, which was a fignal 
proof of their barbarity. 

Captain March, governor of PCfl1maquid Fort, ddiring to lay dOVIn his commiflion 
towards the latter end of the year, he was fucceeded in it by Captain Chub. fie 
iliewed the bafene:fs of his fpirit, as well as the weaknefs of his uncierihrJing, in one 
of his firfl: exploits, after he had the command of this garrifon, b)r mun:crin:; 
Edgeremet and Abcnguid, and two orher principal j~,",:lmores, who had figncd the 
Iafl: treaty, and came to him on a!furance of fecurity, to confer about a new 0;1,.,. In 
Augufl: the French landed fome foldiers out of a man of war, the Newport, \',hich they 
had taken from the Englifh to afi!fl: the Indians in his n'_'i:;hbourhDod. 

This news fo frightened the traitor Chub, that he furrendered the new and fl:rong 
fort of Pemmaquid, without the firing one gun, within or without, though he had near 
one hundred men in it double-armed. The furprizing news of this 10fs caufed a mighty 
confl:ernation at Eofl:on and all over New England. Governor Stoughton and the 
council, immediately ordered three men ()f WeS in purfuit of the French, though it was 
Itot probable that theL iliips could be firted for that fen'ice time enough to come up 
WJth the enemy, who having done their buGnefs at Pemmaquid Detter than they could 
hope for, were gone far enough out of the reach of the Englifh. Colonel Gedney 
marched with five hundred men to the eali, but rhe Inuians were gone home, and he 
could do nothing but :fl:rengthen the garrifons there. The favages, before their retreat, 
killed five foldiers belonging to Saco Fort, who muft not b:: with their garrifon. And 
one may obfcrve, that the greatefl: mifchief the Indians do, is by thefe ambuilies and 
furprizcs, which, confidering how they were almofl: intermixed with them, it is 
firange they fi10uld not be ~l\vare of, and guard againfl:; for the country mufl: by this 
time, and thh means, be in a manner, as well known to them as to the favages. 
Colonel Gedney arreiled Chub, and brought him to BoHon; but nothing treafonable 
being proved againil: him, the gMernment only took away his commimon, and fent him 
thence to his houfe at Andover, in Efiex county. 

Some time after this the Indians entered Haverhill, and carried off thirty captives, 
ene of which was Hannah Dufl:an, a woman of a mafculine fpirit. She had lain in not 
above a week, yet {he and her nurfe '\valked one hundred and fifry miles on foot, to 
the town where the Indian fhe was to ferve lived. This woman being afterwards to 
travel with the ma:ler and his family to a rendezvous of the army of the fa'·.ges, 

YI.lL. :01. 3 F' ""here, 



DISCOVEIUES AND SETTLEMENTS 

where, according to the diabolical cuftom of them, {he, her nurf~, a~d othe~ Engliflr 
prifoners, were to run the gauntlet; Hannah watched her opportumty III the nIght, and 
having animated her nurfe, and an EngliDl boy who was with her, they three killed ten 
of the Indians with their own weapons, and made their efcapes; for which aB:ion they 
received a reward of fifty pound, from the general aifembly, and prefents from particular 
perfons to a good value. The Indians continuing their inroads, killed a man at York, 
another at Hatfield, a third at Groton, and a fourth at Exeter; which !hews us that the 
New England people were in conftant danger, and haraifed on every fide. The 
Indians grew every day more barbarous and more implacable, as having the intrigues of 
the lefuits added to their own fierccnefs and thirft of blood. 

They furprized and !hot Major Froft and his two fans at Berwick, as they were 
coming from chuich one Sunday, and going to his own houfe about ve miles off. 
Two men that rid poft to carry this unwelcome news to the governor of Wells, fell 
into an ambufcade as they \vere returning, and were killed, as were three men near 
Nechawannic, and a dreadful defolation threatened the whole province; certainly more 
for want of management than of power. The favages roafted a man to death a mile 
and a half from Wells. Three foldiers, at Saco Fort, as they were cutting fire-wood 
for the fort at Caco Inand, were !hot dead, while Lieutenant Fletcher, with his two fans, 
who were appointed for their guard, were fowling in the woods; but the lieutenant and 
his fans paid dearly for their negligence, for they fell into an ambufcade as they re
turned, and were all three taken prifoners. The father and one of his fons died in 
captivity, and the other made his efcape. 

In the beginning of 1697 the government of New England was alarmed with advice 
that the French in Canada intended to make a de[cent there; that a fquadron of men 
of war was come from France to fupport the army of the Indians ami French, that was to 
att~ck the Engli!h by land. The lieutenant-governor and council prepared for a 
vigorous defence; the forts about Bofton were repaired; the militia throughout the 
whole province were raifed and well difciplined. Major March was ordered to the 
caft' with five hundred, to fcour the woods; the Indians, who were gathering together 
about Cafco Bay, retired as he approached them; but the Major having put his men 
aboard fome ihips failed up among the eaftern inands, and landed on the banks of 
Damafcatos river i a very prudl:nt mea[ure, for he could not haVe overtaken the 
Indians by land, before they had been got into their fal1neifes. The Indians feeing this, 
fell upon his men as they were getting a£l1ore, but could not hinder their landinJ;; 
upon which a !harp engagement enfued, and the Englifu drove the enemy to their 
canoes, a fleet of which was in the riVer to receive them. The Enrrli!h had about 
twelve men killed, and as many wounded; the enemies lofs was much greater; but the 
main advantage to the Englin1 was, preventing the Indians joining the French, who 
were approaching with the !hips of war and tranfports for a defcent; but hearin9" of the 
rout of their confederate§., they made the beft of their \vay home to Europe, ~ith the 
French troops on board, to their no fmall difcredit . 
. 1':- party of favages made an incuruon into Middlefex, and plundered Lancafter, 

kIllmg t::"enty m~n, amon.g.whom was the reverend ~r. John ·W~hiting, the minifter, 
and earned five mto captIVIty_ A month after they kIlled a poor man in the woods 
near Oyfter Ri."er. In t~e beginning ~f the. next year they made a defcent upon 
Andover, and kIlled Captam Chub and hIS famIly. They alfo killed Colonel Dudlev 
Bradftreet, took his whole .bmily, a?d were catryini;. th~m off; but being dofely pu~
fued., they releafed them WIthout domg them any mIfchief. The favages were now in 
motIon to the weftward, and killed a n~ln aud a boy in the meadows near Hatfield. 

They 
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They \vere purfued by a party of Englifh from Deerfield, of which one \ .... as killed hy 
the Indians, who, after that ran to the WOJds. They had attempted Deeriteld on 
ConneCticut River, but were beaten off by the inhabitants, headed by their mininer, 
Mr. John Williams. Thefe fmall aCtions feemed to prefage the end of this war, of 
which the favages were as weary as the Engliih,and had no profpeCt of making any 
thing of it againll: a people fo much fuperior to them in numbers, arms and ftores; 
but they ended it with the better grace, by means of the peace of R yfwick, between 
England and France. Upon which Count Frontenac fent to the fachem of the Hurons, 
and told them he was no longer to fupport them in the war againft the Englifh, and 
advifed them to make the beft terms they could for themfelves. 

The Earl of Bellamont was by this time arrived at New York, and a treaty of pf'ace 
with the Indians being fet on foot, he difpatched Major Convers, and Colonel Philips, 
to confer with the Indian fachems at Penabfcot. They began th", conferences Odober 
the 6th, in which the Sachems excufed themfelves for breaking the peace, faying, the 
Jefuits would not let them alone till they had done it; and if the Earl of Bellamont, 
and Count Frontenac, would not baniill thefe devils, they could not promife the next 
peace would lall: long. Major Conyers and Colonel Philips concluded it with them on 
the foot with the laft treaty; to which they added a more formal fubmifiion to the 
fovereigntyof the crown of England; wherein after acknowledgill~'; themfc1vcc; guilty 
of breaking the lall: peace, and in not fulitlling their engagements entered into thereby, 
while they enjoyed the benefit of it, which they charge upon the evil counfels and 
idl:igations of the French, they proceed thus: 

" vVherefore we, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, fegamores, captains, and 
principal men of the Indians, belonging to the river" of Kennebec)z, Amonofcogin, 

,Saco, and parts adjacent, being fenllble of our great offence and foll)e, in not com
plying with the aforefaid fubmifIion and agreement, and alio of the: fufFcrings and 
mifchiefs that we have hereby expofed ourfelves unto; do, in all humbie and fub
miffive manner, call: ourfelves upon his majefty's mercy, for the par,lon of all our 
r:..:bellions and violations of ou.r promifes; praying to be recei\"ed into his majefl:y's 
grace and protet1ion; and for, and ill behalf of ourfelves, and of all the other Indians 
belonging to the feveral rivers and pbce::; aforefaid, within the fovereignty of his 
Majell:y of Great Britain, do 3~:;aii1 ac!;n(m';edge and profef~ our hearty and fincere 
ubedience to the crown of EngLtnd; and do folernnly renew, ratify, and cont1rm, all 
and every the articles anel agreements contained in the aforefaid recited fubmiHion; anJ 
in tell:imony hereof, we, the faid fe,;amores, captains, and principal men, have here
unto fet our hands and feals, at Cafco Bay, near Mares Point, the 7 th day of January, 
in the tenth year of the reign of his Majell:y King ·William III. A. D. 1698-9- Sub
fcribed by Moxus, and the rell: of the fegamores and petty princes." 

Thus ended, to the mutual fatisfat1ion of both parties, the Indian war, with 
refpeCt to which th~ French \\'rite~s have undoubtedly given a ve~:: falfe account, 
and a ftill more falfe account ot the peace; for they fay poiltlvely, that the 
Indians infifl:ed upon it, that they were not fubjet1 to the crown of Great Britain; 
that they declared a~ainll: their occupying any of their lctnds; an? that they openly 
profe1red they were, and would be friends to th: French e; every tIttle of which, as is 
manifefl: by their infl:rument above recited, and cited for that purpofe, appears to be a 
direCt falfehood; but in one thing I believ~ the French writers fpeak truth, which is, 
with regard to the policy of the Indians, who made ufe of the fmall-P?x for a pretence 
to quit the Engliill army, in its march to attack the French colony of Canada by land, 
frum a forefight that if this expedition had been attended with fuccefs, the French 
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mufl: have abandoned their country, and they were unwilling to be left wholly at the 
mercy of the Englifh. . 

Many of our authors indeed, reprefent the Indians as not capa?l~ of fa great a {hoke 
in politics; but I have feen papers of Governor Dudley and ~VIlh~n: Penn, who were 
very well acquainted with them, that feern to countenance thIS 0pullon; for they fay, 
they have fhong natural parts, underftand their own interefl: thoroughly, and do. every 
thing with great deliberation. It is, indeed~ :ertain, that they: are wedded to theIr ow.n 
fentiments, and to their own manner of bvmg, and theretore we muir refer theIr 
politics to their maxims, and not pretend to judge of them by our own, with which 
they have not the leafl: affinity or connection. 

5. We have, in the courfe of this work, given fo full and clear an account of the 
manner in which all our colonies were fettled, and of the motives upon which different 
forts of people reforted to them, that the reader cannot be furprized at hearing their 
religious affairs were in a very indifferent fituation, when in refpect to temporal con
cerns their condition was mofl: flourifuing. Several worthy perfons in the reign of, 
Kinrr Charles II. had ufed their endeavours to correa this evil, but their pious defirelb c> 
did not meet with proportionable fuccefs, which, however, was far from difcouraging 
others from following their example; but though they were fomewhat more fortunate, 
chiefly from the ailifl:ancc given them by the pious Queen Mary, whofe character for 
religion and virtue will live as long as there is either religion or virtue in the world, yet 
it was at lafl: found, that nothing could be effetl:ually done, unlefs the encouragers of 
this noble defign of fpreading the chrifl:ian faith through the Britifu dominions in 
America, were incorporated by charter, the neceility and expediency of which Dr. 
Thomas Tenifon, then Archbifhop of Canterbury, undertook to reprefent to King 
,\Villiam III. and upon his reprefentation a charter was obtained, dated the 16th of 
June, in the 13th year of his reign, by which feveral perfons, equally diftinguifhed by 
their titles and virtues, were incorporated for that purpofe, under the mofl: honourable 
of all names," The fociety for the propaglltion of the gofpel in foreign parts." 

This truly, fays the author of the hiHory of this fociety, Dr. Humphreys, was an 
acrion fuitable to Archbifhop Tenifon's public fpirit and honefl: zeal for the Protefiant 
religion, and exceedingly becoming his high ftation and authority in the church. The 
American colonies, fure, can never, without the greateft veneration and gratitude, 
remember him, when they fhall, many ages hereafter, feel the happy effects of having 
the chriHian religion planted among them; and reflect how hearty and forward 
Archbifhop Tenifon appeared to obtain that charter, which gave life and authority to 
fa glorious an undertaking; nay, that his zeal and fpirit did not reft here, he continued 
to promote and guide, by his wife councils, the affairs of the fociety; he paid them an, 
annual bounty at fifty pounds, during his life, and at his death bequeathed the~ a 
thoufand pounds, towards the maintenance of the firft bifhop that fhould be fettled in 
America. A charter being thus obtained, the next endeavour was to carry their 
laudable deGgn into executicm; accordingly his grace the archbifhop, as empowed by 
t~e :harter,. cauf.ed fummons to be iiTued for the members of the corporation, to meet 
wlthm the tune llmited; and feveral met at the place appointed, on the 2. 7th of June 
170 I, and c.hofe proper officers for tran[acting the buiinefs. At following meetings 
t~ey m~de ~lvers rules and orders for theIr more regular proceedings in the admirnfl:ra
tlons ?f theIr truft, and fubfcribed, among themfelves, near two hundred pounds; for 
defraymg the charges of pailing the charter, making the common feal, and other 
-necdfary expenees ; they alfa ordered five hundred copies of the charter to be printed 
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forthwith, and difhibuted amongft the members, to be fhewn by them to all proper 
perfons, the farther to notify the defign they were engaged in, and to invite more 
perfons of ability and piety to ailifl: in carrying it on. 

This fl:ep was but an opening of the matter to the public; the fociety were diligent 
to confid(~r of farther and more effeaual ways and means to obtain fubfcriptions and 
contributions, fufI1cient to enable them to maintain the expence of fending many 
miffionaries -abroad. They immediately agreed that the beft argument to mankind was 
example, and the mo.fl: effi:£tual means to engage others to cOlltribute, was to lead the 
way themfelves, by fubfcribing to\vards the fupport of the \;ork. Accordingly Arch. 
bifhop Tenifon, the prefident, the vice.prefidents, all the bifhcps and members then 
prefent, did fubfcribe a yt:arly fum to be paid to the treafurer of the fociety for the 
public ufes, according to the form of fubfcription drJ.wn up for that purpofe; having 
now made this arlvance themfelves, they gave out deputations, umler their common 
feal, to feveral uf their members, and other perfons of figure and interefl: in the 
counties of England and Wales; fignifying their being confl:itu ted and appointed by 
the corporation to take fubfcriptions, and to receive all f urns of money \yhich fhould 
be fubfcribed or advanced for the purpofes mentioned in the charter; and here it is to 
be gratefully acknowledged, that ieveral worthy perfons did, with a public fpirit, take 
theft: deputations to help on with a work fo truly for the national intereft, and the 
honour of common chri{lianity; and did, by their example and infl:ances, fo influence 
feveral wel!.difpo[ed perfons, that confiderable remittances of benefaCtiolls to the cor
poration were foon made, which enabled them to enter on the work with fuccefs. 
There were likewife feveral confiderable fums of money fent into the fociety by perrons 
who clefJrecl to eonceeJ their names; and the fame fpirit and ardour has continued; 
neither has the foeiety wanted the encouragement and proteuion of the fuecelfors of 
their royal founder, particularly his late majelly King George I. and the foeiety have 
fiill increafing views of fuccefs through the favour of his majc:fty now reigning, fronl 
his known zeal for the Proteftant religion, and royal care for the colonies, fa con
fiderable a branch of the Britifh monarchy. 

It is a thing that will certainly excite \\ onder in the minds of all calm and confiderate 
pl'ople, Itt their religious fentiments or perfuafions be what they will, that this focietv) 
with {carce any fettled funcl, fhould be able to maintain, for between forty and fifty 
years, fa extl'llfive a fcheme as that of their charter, which tends to correa almofi all 
the errors and miflakes that have hitherto happened in the r11<1llJgement of our colonies; 
for by their prudent and pious care, great check has been given to atheifm and irreli
gion, a thing of great confequence in our fettlemeIlts, confidercd in a political as well 
as chrill:ian light; for without it there is no relhaining the Indian traders from being 
guilty of fuch immoralities, as render us defpicable in the eyes of the heathen Indians; 
which, as may be eail]y conceived, mufl: tend vamy to our clifadvantagc, more efpe
cially, if at the fame time we rdlett on the management of the French in this particular, 
who are very careful in their endeavours to con\'(Crt the Indians, and keep up a gr:eat 
outward appearance of zeal for religion, which makes fl:rong imprefTJOl1s on the minds 
of the fava,~cs, even though they are not converted, nor have a)11' inclination to become 
P'lpiil:s. If by fuch methods they fhould fo far compafs their ends, as to convert many 
of the Indians, and by that means awe and influence the reft; it muft be accompanied 
\\·ith circumftances very difagreeable to the inhabitants of our colonies, as from the fore
going hifl:ory of the Indian war will appear. 

But befides the mallY and great advantages that would refnlt from the thorough efl:a
bliihinent of the Proteitant religion through the colonies, ,,·ith regard to the conduCt 

and 
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and behaviour of the people, and the great enlargement of power that would follow in 
cafe the converfion of the Indians was undertaken by praCtice as well as preaching, by 
the example of the laymen, as well as the exhortations of the few clergy that are fent 
thither; there is yet another point that deferves as ferious regard. The negroes in the 
iervice of our planters, are a prodigious body of people, and as there are but too many 
jufi: caufes given for apprehending the defiruCtioll of whole countries from their plots 
and confpiracies, which have been fometimes preyented by accidental, or rather provi
dential difcoveries, when they were upon the very point of being executed; fa it is 
certain, that if thefe people, or the greatef!: part of them, could be converted, it would 
not only prove a means of taking away thcfe apprchenfions, but would alfo add a great 
firength to the colonies, in which they are obliged to make ufe of negroes; for thefe 
people would then conceive new notions of their condition, and confidl:r their being 
fervants to Chrifi:ians in the light rather of a bleffing than a calamity; it would not 
only make them eafy, but cheerful in their fervitude, and by degrees would be attended 
with more advantages than we can forefee, and yet a very ordinary degree of forefight 
will not fail to {hew us a great many. That this is, and mufi: be, attended with many 
difficulties, will be readily granted, but that it is very far from being impraCticable, will 
appear from what Dr. Humphreys tells us has been in this refpeCt already done, and 
which I take to be as material a point as any that occurs in the hifiory of this period.\ 

The negro i1aves, fays he, even in thefe colonies, where the fociety fend miffionaries, 
amount to many thoufands of perfons of both fexes, and all ages, and mofr of them 
are very capable of receiving infi:rnCtions; even the grown perfons, brought from 
Guinea, quickly learn Englifh enough to be underfl:ood in ordinary matters; but the 
children born of negro parents in the colonies are bred up entirely in the Englifh lan
guage. The fociety looking upon the infi:ruCtion and converfiun of the negroes as a 
principal branch of their care, efieeming it a great reproach to the Chrifi:ian name, that 
fo many thoufands of perfons fhould continue in the fame fi:ate of Pagan darknefs under 
a chrifiian govern.ment, and living in Chrifiian families, as they lay before under in 
their own heathen countries; the fociety, immediately, from their firfi: infl:itution, 
firove to promote their converfion, and infomuch as their income would not enable 
them to fend numbers of catechifis fufficient to infima the negroes, yet they refolved 
to do their utmofl:, and at leafi to give this work the mark of their highefi approbation. 
They wrote, therefore, to all their miffionaries, that they {hould ufe their befi: endea
vours, at proper times, to infiruCt the negroes; and ihould efpecially take occafion to 

recommend it zealouDy to the mafiers, to order their ilaves, at convenie:r..t times, to 
come to them, that they might be infiruCted. 

Thefe direCtions had a good effeCt, and fome hundreds of negroes have been 
infl:ruCted, received baptifm, and been brought to the communion, and lived very 
orderly lives. It is a matter of commendation to the clergy, that they have done thus 
much in fo great and difficult a work. Bllt alas! what is the infiruaion of a few hun
dreds in feveral years, with i'efpeCt to the many thoufands uninfiruaed, unconverted, 
living and dying downright Pagans? It mufl: be confeired, what hath been done is as 
nothing, with regard to what a true Chrifiian would hope to fee effeCted. But the dif. 
ficulties the clergy meet with in this good work are exceeding great. The firfi: is, the 
negroes want time to receive infiruCtions; feveral mafi:ers allow their negroes only 
Sundays for refi, and then the minifiers of the parifhes are fully employed in other 
duties, and cannot attend them. Many planters, in order to free themfelves from the 
trouble and charge of feeding and clothing their ilaves, allow them one day in a week 
to clear ground and plant it, to fubfifi: themfelves and families; fome allow all Satur-

day; 
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day; fcme half Saturday and Sunday; others allow only Sunday. How can the negro 
attend for infhuaion, who, on half Saturday and Sunday, is to prm,ide food and rai
ment for himfelf and family for tre week following; the negro will ur~e in his own 
excufe, that the fupport of himfelf and all that is dear to him, doth abfolutely depend 
upon this his nece{fary labour on Saturday and Sunday; but if this be not 1l:rialy jufl:i
fiable, yet it is certain the miferable man's plea will engage the reader's compaillon. 

This is the cafe in fome colonies, in others it differs. In fame places the negroes do 
tIle whole labour of the country in the field, in others they are ufed only as houfe fer
vants. Another difficulty ari[es from the habitations and fettlements of the mafl:ers 
being at a great di1l:ance from each other in mofl: places in the colonies, for which rea
fon neither can a miniiler go to many families, if the negroes were allowed time to 
attend him, nor can a proper number of them aifemble together at one place, withom 
a confiderable lofs of time to their man-ers. But the greateil obilruaion is, the mafl:ers 
themfelves do not confider enough the obligation which lies upon them, to have their 
Daves infl:ruaed. Some have been fa weak as to argue the llc:~roes had no fouls, others 
that they grew worfe by being taught and made Chriilians. I would not mention thefe, 
if they were not popular arguments ilill, becaufe they have no foundation in reafon or 
truth. 

After the Society had given the general order mentioned before, to all their mif
fionaries, for the infl:ruc1ion of the D,lves, they agreed to ufe another method, \ILie]l 
they believed would more fuccefsfully promote this work. They opened a catechifiwl" 
[chool for the Daves at New York, in the year 1704, in which city there \\'ere con;': 
puted to be about one thoufand five hundred negro and Indi,m iLwes, and many uf 
their mafl:ers well difpofed to have them made Chriilians. The Society hoped th:, 
example fet, might kindle a zeal in fome other good people, to carryon this \lurk 
which they were unable to effea, and to ere a fchools for the inlhuction of the ne(Troes, 
;lDd to employ catechifl:s to tc;cch them at appointed times; and that the legiflat~re of 
the colonies would by a law oblige all flaves to attlCnd for inilruction. The 0uciety 
found foon, it was nut eafy to procure a perfon proper to be a catechiil: 1V1r. Elia,> 
Neau, a layman, then living in New York city as a trader, was reprefented to be the 
properdl perfon for that office. He was by nation a Frenchman, and made a con
feilion of the Proteilant religion in France, for which he had been confined many years 
in prifon, and flven years in the galkys: \"Ii hen he got rckAcd, he went to New York, 
and traded there; and had the character, from people of all perfuafions, of a man of 
piety, of faber dtpor,tment and fl'rious life: H~ ',lccep~ed of, the offer of being catechifl: ; 
and his former fuferwgs on account of hIS relIgIOn dId, \nth great adv~mtage, recom
mend him to be a teacher of the Chriilian bith, and his humility em.bled him to bear 
with the many inonveniences in teaching thefe poor people. 

He entered upcn his office in the year I jC..j. with great diligence. At firil he was 
obliercd to ero frolil houfe to houfe to inllruC( the negroes; this \\'as out of meafure 
bbl~ious; ~ftcn"ads he got leave that they iliould come to his houfe; this was a con" 
fiderabk nLf. 'There were two obfl:ru8:ions ilill; the time \\'as much too iliort, and 
the place inconvenimt, for teaching the great number of negroes; a little time in the 
dufk of the evenin rr after hard Llbour all da\', \\'as the v;hole time allowed them for o ~ 

karning and for r~hxation. and to viflt their wiYes and children, \vhich "'ere generally 
in other families, no' in their mafl:ers. A t this time their bodies were fa fatigued that 
their attention could not be great. They "'cre dull and fleepy, and remembered they 
mult rife early the ne{t day to their labour; the place alfo was incommodious, being 
the ul'pcrmoli floor ,i' M1'. N eau's haufe, and \\,tS not able to hold conveniently a final! 
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part of the naves that might rcfort thither. Befides, the negroes \;-ere much difcou
raged from embracing t~e .Chriflian religio!l, .upon ~ccount of the very little regard 
£hewed them in any rehglOus refpett. 1 hell' marnages w~re p,erformed by mutu~l 
confent only, without the bleffing of the church; they were buned by thofe of theIr 
mYIl country, or complexion, in the common field, without any Chriftian offic~, per
haps fome ridiculous heathen rites were performed at the grave by fome of theIr own 
people. No notice W:lS given of their being fic1e, that they might be vifited; on the 
contrary, frequent difcourfes were made in converfation that they had no fouls, and 
perifhed as beafts. . 

Mr. N eau contended with thefe difficulties, and notwithftandin~ all, proved an inflru. 
ment of bringing many to the knowledge of the Chriflian faith: he took great pains in 
reading to them, in making {hort colleCtions out of books on the catechifm, and in 
making an abftraCt of the hifrorical part of the Scriptures; fo that many ,yho could 
not read, could yet, by memory, repeat the hifrory of the ueation of the world, the 
flood, the giving of the law, the hirth, miracles, and crucifixion of our Lord, and the 
chief articles and doCtrines of Chriflinnity. This was a work of great pains and 
humanity. Mr. Neau performed it diligently, difcourfing familiarly with thofe poor 
people, and labouring earnefl:ly to accommodate his difcourfe to their capacities. His 
labours were very fuccefsful. A confiderable number of the flJ.ves could give a fufFicient 
account of the grounds of their faith, as feveral of the clergy, who examined them 
publicly, before they gave them baptifm, have acquainted the Society. In the mean 
time, while the Society was thinking of farther ways to advance this work, a calamity 
appeared, which mightily difcouraged this country from promoting the inftru0ion of 
their flaves. 

_ In the year 17 I Z a confiderable number of the negroes of the Carmantee and Pappa 
nations, formed a plot to defiroy all the Engliili, in order to obtain their liberty, and 
kept their confpiracy fo fecret that there was no fufpicion of it, until it came to the 
very execution; however, the blow was, by God's affifiance, 'happily defeated. The 
plot was this.: The negroes fet fire to a houfe in York city, on a Sunday night in April, 
about the gomg down of the moon; the fire alarmed the town, who from all parts run 
to it. The confpirators planted themfelves in feveral frreets and lanes leading to the 
fire, and iliot Of ftabbed the people as they were running to it. Some of the wounded 
efcaped and acquainted the government, and prefently by the firing a great gun from 
the fort, the inhabitants were called under arms, and prevented from running to the 
fire; a body of men was foon raifed, which eafily fcattered the ll(groes; they had 
killed about eight perfons, and wounded twelve more. In their, fli:~llt fome of them 
iliot themfelves, others their wives, and then themfelves; fome abfc,)ncled a few days, 
and then killed themfelves, for fear of being taken, but a great man.: were taken, and 
eighteen fuffered death. This wicked confpiracy was at firft appreher,ded to be general 
among a~l the n~groes, and opened the mouths of many to fpeak againil: giving the 
negroes mfiruCtlOn. Mr. Neau durfr hardly appear abroad for fOITe days, his fehool 
was blamed, as the main occafion of this barbarous plot. But Upo.1 the trial of the 
wretches, there were but two of all his fchool fa much as charged with the plot, and 
only on~ was a baptifed man; and in thf' people's heat, upon flende' evidence, perhaps, 
too ha~ly condemned; for foon after he was acknowledged to be imocent by ttle com. 
mon VOIce; the other was not baptifed. It appeared plain that hE was in the confpi
racy, but guiltlefs of his mafrer's murder, who was Hooglands, al eminent merchant. 
Upon full trial, the guilty negroes were found to be fuch as rever came to Nean's 
fchool; and what is yery obfervable, the perfons whofe negroes \\ere found to be mofi: 

guilty, 



-OF THE ENGUSH IN AMERICA. 

guilty, were fuch as were the declared oppofers of making them Chrii1ians: however, 
a great jealoufy was now raifed, and the common cry was very loud againft ini1ruCting 
the negroes. 

The common-council of New York city made an order, forbidding the negroes to 
go about the ftreets after fun-fet without lanthorns and candles. This 'Ya~ in effeCt, 
forbidding them to go to Mr N eau's fchool; for none of them could get lanthorns, or 
come to him before fun-fet; but fome time after, the more ferious and moderate people 
abated of this violence; it appearing to be a plot of a few only, not a general one of all 
the negroes, no confequence attended the aCtion, and the people grew more compofed. 
Robert Hunter, Efq. the governor of the province, obferved their fears were ill 
grounded, and that Mr. Neau's fcholars were not the guilty negroes; and therefore, in 
order to fupport the defign of ini1ruCting them, he was pleafed to vifit his fchool, 
attended by the Society's miffionaries and feveral perfons of note, and publickly de
clared his approbation of the defign; and afterwards, by a proclamation put out againft 
immoralities and vice, he recommended to the clergy of the country, to exhort their 
congregations from the pulpit, to promote the inftrud:ion of the negroes. This gave 
new life again to the \:-ark, and the negroes frequented Mr. N eau's fchool as before; 
feveral were infiruCl:ed, and afterwards examined publickly in the church before the 
congregation, by the Reverend Mr. Vefey; and gave a very fatisfaCtory account of 
their faith, and received baptifm. 

The Society had accounts from time to time of M1'. Neau's diligence and fuccefs, 
particularly one very ample tefiimonial, figned by the governor (Robert Hunter, Efq.) 
the council, the lord mayor, and recorder of New York, and the t\Yo chief jufiices, 
Fetting forth, That Mr. N eau had demeaned himfelf in all thin;::s as a good Chrifiian, 
and a good fubjeCt; that in the fiation of catechiil: he had, to the great advancement 
of religion in general, and the particular benefit of the frce Indians, negro Daves, and 
other heathens in thofe parts, with indefatigable zeal and application, performed that 
fervice three times a week; and, that they did fincerely believe, that as a catechifi, he 
,did in a very eminent degree deferve the countenance, favour, and protection of the 
Society. The Society were fully fatisned with Mr. N eau's behaviour, and continued 
to fend him numbers of catechifms and fmall traCts of devotion and infl:ruuion, to give 
among the D~lves and fervants at his difcretion. :Mr. N eau perfevered with the fame 
diligence till the year 17zz, in which he died, much regretted by all who knew his 
labours. 

The Society haye been very careful in carrying on that great and good work, as far 
as in their power lay, ever fince; and though they have net been fo fuccefsful as they 
could have wifhed, yet their difappointments have not been of a nature to make them 
defpair, and we may reafonably prei'ume, that by degrees, and by a confl:ant perfe
verance, they will, in procefs of time, overcome all difficulties. 

6. After the acceilion of Queen Anne to the crown, and this nation's engaging in 
another general war againfi France, it was thought a thing of very great confequence 
to fecure the five Indian nations bordering upon New England and New York; and 
therefore, infl:ead of waiting for an application from the Society, an order was direCted 
to them hom the Privy Council upon this fabjeCt; and they were direCted to fend over 
miilionaries without delay, with a promife that they fhould be properly fupported; and 
this in terms that very plainly {hewed the Government looked upon it as a matter that 
did not only regard the Church, but the State. The Society, upon this, fent over, 
very foon after, one Mr. Moor, and intended to have fent over other miiIionaries if his 
enueavours had met with any fucce[s. The fcheme was very wife and very good, yet 
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it did not anfwer in the execution, for want, as I conceive, of proper expenee about 
it. In a national concern like this, money lhould not have heen fpared, and great care 
ought to have been taken in prep~ration~ before any thing had been ~azarded i? the 
execution; fo that a number of mlf1ionanes lhould have entered the Indian countnes at 
once, fome or other of which would certainly have fallen upon the right way of gaining 
the affection of thefe people, which it feems was not the good fortune of Mr. Moor; 
who arriving at N ew- York in 1704, was very well received by Lord Cornbury, who 
was then governor of that colony, and who alfo gave him all the alliftance he coulci 
defire in his million; but the IVlohocks, to whom he addreffed himfelf, did not treat 
him as he expeCl:ed; for at firft they feemed to exprefs very great fatisfaction at his 
arrival, and to be extremely well pleafed with his concern for their falvation; but they 
trifled with him afterwards, and at Iaft gave him plainly to underftand, that his coming 
amongft them would be to little purpofe; for under pretence that religion was a public 
concern, in which all their families and little clans had an equal concern, fo that he 
could not be received by any without the common confent, they put him off from time 
to time, and would have put him off for ever, if, after a year's waiting, he had not 
returned to New York; where he embarked on board a !hip fer England, but was 
unhappily 10ft in his paffage. 

Thus was the attempt fruftrated; but the Society received accounts that this ill 
fuccefs was owing not only to the averfion of the Indians to Chriftianity, but was very 
much occafioned by the artifices of the French lefuits, who induftrioufly obftructed the 
labours of the En,l!;li!h miffionaries among them, and left no means untried to feduce 
them from their fidelity to the crown of England, and keep them in a contimlal war 
with the Englilh. And indeed all the evils that the Englifh colonies have undergone 
during the laft war, have been occafioned by the Indians, that is, thofe Indians which 
the lefuits have by their artifices corrupted; for among the five nations there is a great 
number of French Jefuits, who are incorporated, by adoption, into their tribes, and as 
fuch they oftentatioufly aiTume Iroquois names; and the chief of the poor filly Indians, 
confidering them as perfons of their own blood, do intirely confide in the~, and admit 
them into their councils, from whence one may eafily imagine what diforders the 
lefuits make in their affairs. Befides, the Indians bordering on New England are the 
moft cruel and barbarous of all the favage nations, and have deftroyed all their innocent 
neighbours. They are always unfixed, either rambling for feveral months together, 
or hunting, or upon warlike expeditions; and at their return to their villages, have 
generally forgot all their former inftructions, and it is impollible for any minifl:er to 
accompany them in their ra:nbles of three or four hundred leagues at a tirn.,e. After 
this good endeavour was defeated, the Indians remained without inftruction, except 
that fome few were taught by the Dutch miniftey at Albany. But the year 1709 pro
duced an event, which the Society hoped might have had very happy confequences,. 
and fixed Chrifl:ianity among the Iroquois. Four fachems, or four chief perfons of 
four nations of the Iroquois, came in the nature of ambaiTadors to England, confirming 
the peace made with the governor of New York, and requefting her majefty would be 
pleafed to direct that their iubjeCl:s might be inftruCted in Chrircianity, and minifters 
might be fent to refide amongfl: them. 

The Archbilhop of Canterbury received thereupon, the following lettet from the 
Earl of Sunderland, then one of her majefty's principal fecretaries of ftate. 

" My Lord, Whitehall, April 20, 1710. 

" The incl?fed being _a copy of ~hat h~s been given to the Queen, by the ambaffa
dors lately arnved from the five Indian natlOns; I am ordered by her majefty to tranf-
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nlit it to your Grace, and to fignify to you her plea[ure, that you lay it before the 
Society for propagating religion, that they may confider what may be the mofr proper 
ways of cultivating that good difpofition thefe Indians feem to be in for receiving the 
Chrifiian faith, and for fending thither fit perfons for that purpofe, and to report their 
opinion without lofs of tilile, that the fame may be laid before her majefly. 

" I am, &c. Sunderland, &c." 

The archbilhop was then much indifpofed, and confined to his houfe with the gout, 
and therefore fignified to the fecretary of the Society to call a committee to meet at 
I~ambeth; a committee met, and it was agreed there, and afterwards by the Society at 
a general meeting, that two mifTionaries fhould be fent to the Mohock and Onc.'des·s 
Indians, with a £<Jary of one hundred and fifty pounds fierling each, together wlth an 
iuterpreter and fchool-mafier, to teach the young Indians; and this opinion was humbly 
laid before the Queen; her majefiy was farther pleafed to direCt, that a fort {honld be 
built among the Mohocks, at the Government's expeDce, with a chapel and a manfion 
houfe for the minifier, for his greater conveniency and fecurity, and that the religious 
offices might be performed witli due decency; a fort was foon after built one hundred 
and fifty feet fquare, and garrifoned with twenty foldiers and an officer, and a houfe and 
chapel completed. The Reverend Mr. Andrews was appointed miffionary, and Mr. 
Claufen, who had been feveral years employed as interpreter by the government of 
New York, in tranfaCtions with the Indians, was received as interpreter to Mr. An
drews, and Mr. Oliver made fchool-mafier. Mr. Andrews was particularly direCted by 
the Society, to ufe all poffible means to perfuade the Indians to let their children learn 
Englifh; and the fchool-maficr was to make it his whole bullnefs to teach them. The 
Society was now in good hopes this attempt would prove fuccefsful, fince her majet1:y 
was fo graciouf1y pleafed to provide for the fecurity of the miilionary, by building a 
fort jufi by the Mohocks' canle, to which the men and children might eardy refort to 
be infiruEted; and the fachems, the chief perfons of this people, had been in England, 
received many marks of royal favouT, had been eye-witneffes of the greatnefs of the 
nation, had been nobly entert;Jined here, and carried home to their own countries 
fafely and honourably, and h~d themfclves alfo defired their people might be infiruCted 
in the Chrifiian faith. 

Mr. Andrews arrived at Albany in November 1712. Toe fachems who had been 
carried home before he went from England, were convened by order of the governor 
of New York, to meet Mr. Andrc\ys and the commiffionersforIndian afFairs at Albany, 
in order to give a public authority ;llld fanaion to Mr. Andrews's million, and that the 
fachems might receive him their rninifier with greater folemnity. The fachems came to 
Albany, met the commifiloners for Indian affairs, and Mr. Andrews, the miffionary, 
made a long fpeech to the fachems, reminding them how gracious her majefly was in 
building a fort, fending a minifler to them; put them in mind how earnefily they had 
requefied it; and fet forth what advantages they and their children would reap by 
being taught our religion and learning. Ii. letter from the Archbifhop of Canterbury 
was delivered to them, and afterwards read to them in Indian by Mr. Claufen, the 
interpreter of the province. Some o.f the fachems made fpeeches, and retul11ed thanks 
to the queen, expreffed a great fatisfaCtion in having a minifier fent them, and received 
Mr Andrews as fuch, and promifed him all civil and kind ufage. 

The whole affair \yas tranfaCted with much ceremony, the fachems returned home) 
Mr. Andrews fiaid fome time at Albany to refrefh himfelf; foon after he went up to the 
fort, two hundred miles from New York, accompanied by Robert Livingfron, Efq. 
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the mayor of Albany, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Stroopman of Schenetlady, the Reverend 
Mr. Barclay, and feveral other gentlemen: he was prefently vifited by a great many 
Indians, men, women, and children, who faluted him with abundance of joy, and bid 
him welcome to their country. The cafrle or chief town of thefe Mohocks is neigh
bouring w the queen's fort, confifl:ing of about fifty wigwams or houfes; thefe wigwams 
are huts made of mats, or barks of trees put together with poles about three or four
yards high. The Mohocks clothing is a iliort cloke, like a mantle, made of a blanket,. 
or bear-fkin. Their bed is a mat, or {kin, laid on the ground. They paint and greafe 
themfel ves very much with bears fat clarified. They cut the hair off from one fide of 
their heads, and tie up fome of that on the other fide in knots, on the crown, with 
feathers. The men are very flothful, the women very laborious, mere fervants to their 
hufbands. They carryall burdens, fetch the venifon home their hufbands kill (the 
men are too lazy to bring it), get in the wood to burn and drefs it; carry their chIldren 
on their backs in their rambles of many hundreds of miles; hoe the ground and plant 
all the Indian corn that is raifed. The language of thefe people is very difficult, their 
ideas are very few, and their words therefore not many, but as long as fentences, ex
preiling by a long rumbling found what we do in a ihort word. There is here no 
manner of conveniency of life for a miilionary; for four or five months in the year 
there is fcarce any fl:irring abroad, by reafon of the extraordinary coldnefs of the wea
ther, and the deep fnows that fall; and in the fummer-time, the flies and mufketoes are 
almoft intolerable, and the rattlefnakes very dangerous: the nearefl: place of getting 
any provifions is at Schenetlady, twenty.four miles difl:ant, or from Albany forty-four 
miles off. The rof-d to thefe places is, for the mofl: part, only a fmall, rdugh Indian 
path through vafl: woods, where riding is very dangerous, by reafon of the road being 
in many places ftopped with fallen trees, roots, ftones, and holes; befides many fl:eep 
hills, and dead fwamps or bogs in the way; there was nothing defirable to be feen; 
the face of the earth rude and uncultivated, like the wild inhabitants; no pleafure to
be found but that of doing good to the miferable natives. 

Thefe were the circumftances of the place and people, whither Mr. Andrews was 
appointed; and notwithfl:anding all thefe inconveniencies he refided there, and invited 
the Indians to come to him; many came: he ufed very often to difcourfe with them, 
inftrutling them in the chief articles of the faith, and giving them iliort general accounts 
of our religion. This was done by the help of Mr. Claufen, who always attended and 
interpreted to the Indians. Mr. Claufen had been formerly taken prifoner by the Indians, 
lived long among them, and underl100d their language fufficiently. Mr. Andrews 
ufed to draw up {hort accounts of the Chrifl:ian doCtrines, and fome hifl:orical parts of 
the Bible; particularly the creation of the world, and miracles of the Lord. The 
interpreter ufed to read them to the Indians, and divine fervice ufed to be performed 
in Engliili to the foldiers in the garrifon. The fchoolmafl:er, Mr. Oliver, opened his 
fchool; the Indians, at firfl:, fent many of their children; he began to teach them 
Englifh; the parents obfl:inately refufed to have them taught Eng1i£h; all pollible 
endeavours were ufed to perfuade them, they ftill perfifted. Mr. Andrews fent this 
account to the Society, and rather than quite break with the Indians, the fchoolmafl:er, 
and interpreter, began to teach the children a little in Indian. The Society were 
forced to comply with the Indians obfl:inacy: they procured an impreffion of horn
books and primers in Indian, for the children, fent them great numbers, as alfo lea
thern ink-horns, pen-knives, a quantity of paper of feveral [arts, and feveral other 
little neceifaries. The children were now taught in Indian, and were treated with great 
kindnefs; 110 correetion dared to be ured, for the parents were fa fond yf their 
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children, and valued learning fo little they thought it not worth gaining, at the leafi: 
difpleafing of their children. 

To engage them farther to learn, Mr. Andrews ufed to give the children who came 
to fchool victuals, and fome fmall utenfils for their parents. The children ufed often 
to come for the fake of getting victuals, for the Indians are frequently drove to great 
extremities on account of their making little or no provifion before hand. The children 
had a good natural capacity, and an aptnefs for learning; many of them begun to read,. 
and fome to write. This method of giving them victuals, engaged the parents to fend 
them for fome time to fchool. In the mean time Mr. Andrews proceeded to ini1rufr 
the grovm Indians by help of the interpreter, in fmne of the chief articles of faith, and 
r,ules of life; divine fervice was conftantly performed on Sund:ays and holidays in Eng
hili, to the foldiers, and fuch Indians as underftood any Englifh frequently attended in 
the chapel: the chapel was very deceutly adorned; Queen Anne had given a h,md
fome furniture for the communion-table; the imperial arms of England painted on 
Gl1\'as were fixed up in the chapel. Archbifhop Tenifon gave twelve large Bibles very 
finely bound, for the ufe of the chapel, with painted tables containing the Creed~ 
Lord's Frayer, and Ten Commandments. Mr. Andrews was very civil to all the 
Indians who came to hear him; ufed frequently to entertain them at his houfe, and 
give them provifions home with them when they wanted very much, and that they 
often did. 

The Society, fince they could by no means prevail with the Indians to learn Engliili, 
neither young nor old, laboured to get fome good tranl1ations made of parts of the 
Scripture, at leall:, into the Indian language, though exceeding improper to convey a 
due idea of the Cbriftian doarines; as being willing, by all methods of compliance, to 

gain fomething upon them: the Society were much afiifted in this by Mr. Freeman~ 
a very worthy Calvinift minifter; he had been fIve years minifter at Scheneaady, to 
a Dutch congregation, and had been employed by the Earl of Bellamont, in the year 
1700, to convert the Indians. He had a good knowledge of the dialed of the 
Mohocks, which is underll:ood by all the Iroquois, who reach near four hundred miles 
beyond Albany. The Society applied to him for any proper papers wrote in that lan
guage, which he might have. He acquainted the Society, that he had tranl1ated into 
Indian, the Morning and Evening Prayer.; from our Liturgy, the whole Cofpel of St. 
Mathew, the three firft .hapters of Cenelis~ feveral chapters of Exodus, feveral Pfalms, 
many portions of the Scripture relating to the birth, paiJion, refurredion, and afcenfion 
of our Lord; and feveral chapters of the firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, particularly 
the fifteenth chapter, proving the refurreaion of the dead. He very frankly gave th~ 
Society a copy of thefe trani1ations, w'hich were fent to lVIr. Andrews for his help, and 
they were a great help to him. He ufed frequently to read fome of there to the Indians, 
and they could comprehend well enough hy his reading. But the Society were defirous 
fome part of the Scriptnres might be printed in Indian, and the copies given to the 
Indians, and they taught at leaft to re"d that; accordingly the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, the Litany, the Church Catechifm, Family Prayer, and feveral chapters of the 
Old and New Teftament were printed at New York. The copies were fent to Mr. 
Andrews, and he gave them to fuch of the Indians as knew any thinp.: of letters. 

He had hopes now of fome fuccefs in his m~fIion; feveral of the women and fome 
men began to lead more orderly liYc.~. They were inftruded, and retained well in 
their memory wbat tbe chief articles of our faith are, and rules of life; a gl10d number 
\\'ere baptized, and particular accounts were fent r::,gularly to the Society. 1\1r. J. .... n
dre\\::i was willing to try what good he could do in another nation of tbe Indians; he 
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travelled to the came of Onydans, one hundred miles difl:ant from the Mohocks; the 
country all the way was a vafl: wildernefs of wood, and the road through it was a narrow 
path. He was forced to carryall neceifaries with him, and at night to lie upon a bear's {kin. 
When he arrived at the cafl:le he was vifited by more than one hundred people, who 
feemed all glad to fee him; he read feveral papers to them, flaid fame tim,: with them, 
and, after infl:ruCtion, baptized feveral, whofe names have been tranfmltted to the 
lociety. Mr. Andrews afterwards returned to the Mohocks, his place of refidence. 
In a fhort time the Indians grew weary of infl:ruCtion; the men grown would go out in 
bodies a hunting for feveral months, and forget all they had been taught; and the 
young boys, when they grew up, were taken out by their fathers to hunt, and fo loft 
all they had got. This roving life utterly defl:royed all the miffionary's and fchool. 
mail:er's labours. 

But befides this difficulty, and the natural averfenefs of the Indians to learning, two 
misfortunes happened which created a jealoufy, and aftenvards a hatred in the Indians 
a rrainu all the Englifh as well as againft their relio-ion. Some J' efuits, emiifaries from 

() .... t b 
Quebec, among the Canada Indians, adjoining to the Iroquois, had infufed into the 
minds of thofe people, that the Englifh did not intend, by building a fort among the 
Iroquois, to teach them their religion, but to cut them all off at a proper junCture; and 
that a box had been found accidentally, left by the Englifh when they attempted 
Quebec, containing papers which difcovered this intention of the Englifh. The Canada 
Indians believed this idle ftory, and fpread it among all the Iroquois. This ftirred up 
fome jealoufy, but a further misfortune quite fet the Indians againft the Englifh; fome 
of the Tllfcararo Indians who had fled from North Carolina after the war there with the 
Englifh, came and fettled in the country of the Onontages, one of the Iroquois nations 
bordering on the Mohocks. Thefe people being enraged at the Englifh, ftirred up the 
Onontages againft them, telling them they had been moft barbaroufly ufed and drove 
out of their country, and the Englifh watched only for an opportunity to extirpate them 
too. The other Indians were too eafily perfuaded to believe every thing the Tufcararo 
Indians told them; fo that when any of thefe people came by the lVlohocks Came and 
the Queen's Fort, in their way to Albany, to trade and buy themfelves neceifaries, 
they ufed only to mock at Mr. Andrews when he would offer to talk to them about 
religion, and when he proffered to go to their abode they abfolutely forbade him. 

In a little time the old Mohocks left off coming to the Chapel to Mr. Andrews, and 
the children came no m01:e to fchool. Mr. Andrews wrote the fociety word of the ill 
fuccefs of his million, though he had fpared no pains; that the hopeful beginnings 
proved of no effeCt at laft; and that he began to defpair of converting the Indians. The 
fociety found now, from feveral accounts, that the million among the Indians proved 
fruitlefs; that it was not pollible to teach them the Chriftian religion, before they were 
in fome degree civilized; and they found the following difficulties did only hinder that. 
No way could be found to engage the Indians to lead a fettled life, to apply themfelves 
to cultivate the ground, to build towns, and to raife cattle; they would ftill rove through 
their vafl woods many hundreds of miles, depending for their fubfiftence upon the game 
they could kill. They would eat all forts of carrion, and in fome long rambles, when 
by various accidents they could get no game, would kill and eat one another, even their 
wives, and that without any concern or remorfe. Generally half of a hord or nation 
went '?~t a hunting or a warring upon a neighbouring nation together, and on thofe 
expediuons forgot all the little they had learned, and at their return were as mere 
fav~ges as ever. :rhey could n~t be di1fua?~d from taking wives and leaving them at 
theIr pleafure; thIS not only hindered religIOn from being fixed among them, but 
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was the caufe that a great many aged men and women peri1hed miferably, as having 
no one to take any care of them. . 

They would, in their '.vars, ufe the greateft barbarities, and dearoy all the prifoners 
they could take, by fuch extreme tcrtures, it would move too much horror in the reader 
to repeat in this place. It is tru~, they were very fond of their children, but they per
verted even fo good a principle; they would not oblige them to learn any manual art~ 
or our language, but let them live a lazy bel1ial life: nay, fome of the young children 
who have by chance fallen into the Engliih hands, and lived in families, been taugh. 
aUf language, learnt a decent behaviour, and known fomething of tillage or handicraft; 
when they have grown up have run wild again, have thrown off their clothes, and 
chofe rather to rarable naked almofr in the woods with their own people, than to live a 
fober and fettled life. But the greatefr obftruc'cion to their being civilized, was their 
greedinefs of ftrong liquors, efpecially rum, and the fatal effeCt drunkennefs hath upon 
them. Vvhen they drink they will never leave off till they have gone to the greateft 
exce[s, and in this condition they are mofr wretched objects. They grow quite mad, 
burn their own little huts, murder their wives and children, or one another; fo that 
their wives are forced to hide their guns or hatchets, and themfelves too, for fear of 
mifchief. And if the m-=l1, through this excefs, fall into any ficknefs, they periih 
miferably, as havir:g ao methods of helping themfelves by phyfic or otherwife. 

It is, indeed, matter of great wonder, that thefe wretched people who have lived 
joinin~ to the Ellgliih fettlements fo many years, and cannot but obferve that the 
Engliih, by agriculture, raii'e provifions out of a fmall fpot of ground, to fupport in 
plenty great numbers of people; whereas they, by their hunting, cannot get a wretched 
fubilfrence out of all their wilderneifes of feveral hundred leagues in extent, iliould frill 
refufe to till their ground or learn any manual art; {hould {till live a brut:ll life, infen
fible of {hame or honour. It is true, the Engliih have taken from them exceeding large 
countries, yet this, far from being a prejudice, would be a van:. advantage to them, if 
they would bnt learn the Engliih langmge, arts, and indufl:ry. They have fl:ill an 
immenfe extent of land, part of which, if duly cultivated, is able to maintain many 
millions of people more than they are. It might have been imagined the Sachems, 
that is, thofe petty kings who were in En;-.:,land in the late Queen's time, ihould have 
been fo frrongly affeB:ed with feeing the grandeur, plea[ure, and plenty of this nation, 
that when they came to their own countries, they would have tried to reduce their 
people to a polite life; would have employed their whole po\yer to expel that rucIe bar
barifm, ~md introduce arts, manners, and religion; but the contrary happened; they 
funk themfclvcs into their old brutal hfe ; and though they had feen this great city, 
when they came to their o\vn woods they grew all favage again. 

Mr. Andrews wrote feveral accounts more in j 7 18, that all his labours proved 
ineffeB:ual. That the Indians would not fend their children to fshoo!, and nobody 
came to the chapd; that the four other nations of the Iroquois, as they came by th~ 
Mohocks Caille, infulted and threatened him; that the interpreter and fchool-mafter 
perceived all their labour W3.S lofl:, and that they ·were· frequently in danger of their 
lives if they went out cf the fort. The fociety receiv;d thefe accounts with much dif. 
fa tisfaction , as being extremely contrary to what theIr good defires had made them 
hope. However, they were fo unwilling to abandon th:s wretched people to themfelves, 
that they would not difmifs Mr. Andrews from his miI1ion, upon his own reprefentation 
of his ill fuccefs. They wrote to the governor of New York, Robert Hunter Efq. 
acquainted him with the accounts they had received, and requefred the favour of his 
Excdlency to caufe an i:lquiry to be made l whether Mr. Andrews's labours were fo 
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fruitlefs among the Indians, and fubmitted to his judgment to difmifs Mr. Andrews if 
they fhould be fo found. The accounts tranfmitted hither were found true upon exa .. 
mination, and Mr. Andrews left that miferable race of men. 

,v-e have chofen to give the whole of this remarkable account together, that the 
reader may fee, and be fully apprifed of the many and great obfracles that lie in the 
way of our bringing the Indians to embrace our interefr together with our r~Iigion; but 
there are frill hopes, that as the fociety proceeds in the great defign of fettlmg a regular 
clergy in our cobnies, and thereby influencing the planters, not only to profefs, but 
to fhew themfelves Chrifrians; thefe obf1:acles will be leffened by degrees, and the 
Indians come to have a better opinion of our faith, in the fame proportion that they 
grow better pleafed with the jufrice and regularity of our behaviour towards them; but 
in the mean time what has been related fhews that this importtU1t tafk has not remained 
unattempted, and that if it has been in fome meafure interrupted, this interruption 
was occafioned by accidents unforefeen, inevitable, and in their nature hitherto 
unconquerable. 

7. But it is now time for us to proceed to that great and fingular expedition, under
taken in th~ Queen's reign, for difpoffeffing the French of Quebec, and driving them 
entirely out of CanaCla. This was firfr conceived practicable, and meafures taken for 
putting it in execution, in the year 1707, at which time the Earl of Sunderland, then 
fecretary of {tate, wrote to the government of New England, to prepare for giving 
what affifl:ance lay in their power, towards a defign of fuch importance to, and fo often 
recommended by, the people of that colony; who from the time Sir \V-illiam Phipps 
mifcarried in it, were continually \vifhing for an opportunity to recover their credit, and 
to revenge their lofs upon the French, by renewing their attempts upon Canada; The 
perf on then intended to command the land troops, was General Maccartney, and every 
thing was fettled with refpect to his voyage, when the fatal battle of Almanza, in Spain, 
made it abfolutely neceffary to fend the troops defigned for this fervice into that country, 
to prevent the total ruin of the late Emperor's, then King Charles, affairs. The cir
cumfl:ances of the war in fucceeding years hindered the revival of this project till the 
change of the minifl:ry, and then it was refolved upon afrefh, as the mofl: effectual 
means of forcing France into a fpeedy and folid peace. 

How it was executed is a very hard taik to fay; but we will make ufe of the account 
publifhed by the fecretary of the admiralty, who had it in his power to give the fullefl: 
and fairefl: relation of this matter; and if he has not done fo, we know not 
where to find a better. He tells us the Queen's infl:ructions to Sir Hovenden Walker, 
Rear Admiral of the White, were dated the I I th day of April 171 I, by which he was 
ordered to take under his command, the Torbay, a fhip of eighty guns, the Edgar, 
Swiftfhure, and Monmouth, of feventy guns; and Dunkirk, Sunderland, Kingflon, 
and Montague, of fixty guns, with two bomb veiTels; as alfo the Leopard and Sap hire, 
one of fifty and the other of thirty guns, fent before to North America; with all thefe, 
except the two lan, together with the fl:ore.fhips and tranfports defigned on the expe
dition, he was, as foon as might be, to rendezvous at Spithead; and when Mr. Hill, 
General and Commander in Chief of the forces, fhould be embarked, and the troops 
on board, h.e was, with the fir11 opportunity of the wind, to proceed to Bofl:on in New 
England, WIthout touching at any iiland, country, or place, if it could poffibly be 
~voided ; and as. he was required to appoint proper fignals and places for rendezvous, 
In cafe of fepara~lOn, fo was he to give 11rict orders to the captains of the fhips under his 
command, that If they happened to be fo feparated, they ihou~d not inform the enemy, 
or any other, on what defign they were going. 

In 
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in his paiTage to Bofton, the chief town in New England, he was, when himfelf and 
the General ihould judge it mofl proper, to detach one ihip of war or more to convoy 
direCtly to New York the tranfport {hips, in which were laden artillery, filks, doaths, 

. and accoutrements, with other things, for the tife of the forces to be raifed there, as well 
as in the Jerfeys and Penfylvania ; the fame ire be delivered as the General ihould 
direCt ; and then the ihips of war were to be ordered to return to Bofl:on; but if it 
ihould not be judged proper to make fuch detachment, the tranfports were to be fent to 
New York, under a fufficient convoy, when he arrived at Bofl:on; and the faid convoy, 
to bring there fuch neeeffaries and f!:ores as ihould be provided for the fquadron and 
forces. \Alhen he arrived at New England, he was to take the Leopard and Saphire 
under his command, and confider whether it might be neceiTary to make any addition 
to the fquadron by the convoy to the New England mafl: {hips or others fl:2tioned on 
the coaf!: of America, which he was empowered to do ; and if the General {hould, upon 
advifing with him, think it praCticable to fend any of the tranfports with fome of the 
new raifed troops in New England, to garrifon Annapolis Royal, lately called Port 
Royal; and to bring from thence the marines left there, or any part of them, or the 
artillery, or flores of war, he was to appoint a fufficient convoy, with directions for 
them to return forthwith to New England. 

He was, when at Boflon, to take under his care all tranfport veffels, ketchc,~, hOY8, 

boats, and other neceffaries provided in New England; and as foon as the forces frOIll 
thence, and thofe raifed there, ihould be on board, he was to fail \"\;th th21l1 into the 
river of St. Laurence up to Quebec, in order to attack that place ; ~"1d being arrived, 
to make a 'proper difpofition of the ihips for that purpofe, as well of fuch as might be 
fit to be employed before the town, as others; upon confulting; with the' General to 
-pafs the place, and proceed up the river towards the Lke, not only to pn".('nt any com
munication with Quebec, but to proteC1: the canoes and boats 'c':ith th~ forCe, from New 
York, to which end he was empowered to convert fame of the fmall wlTJs fent from 
thence to New England, into frigates fuitable to the lUvigation of the upper part of the 
river, and to man and arm them accordingly at N e\\ England, or elfewhere; he was 
to afIifl: the General with veiTels and boats proper for landing the forces ;llld embarking 
them again, but more efpecially upon his arrival at Quebec, or frefh tranfporting them 
from place to place. 

He was alfo ordered to fend to the General fuch marine foldieTs as ihould be on board 
the fquadron, when he {hould demand the fame; which he ,..-as to have the command 
of while employed on fhore; befides which, he was to aid him with fuch a number of 
feamen, gunners, guns, ammunition, and other flares from the ihips, as he fhould demand 
for the land fervice; which feamen were to afIifl in drawing and mounting the cannon, 
or otherwife, as fhould be found neceiTary. He was flriaIy required to lofe no time in 
proceeding to New England, and proceeding fro~ thence to the River St. Lallrence ; 
nor in putting in execution the fervice at Quebec; but that on his part, all expedition 
:fhould be ufed in the reduCtiorr of the place, and of the country of Canada, or New 
France; and in the feafonable return of the [quadran and tranfports. Her Majefly 
empowered him to direer the commiffary of the flares to deliver to any fhip or veffel, 
.whether of war or otherwife, any provifions or liquors under his care; he was likewife 
to provide any other naval flares for the ufe of the fquadron ; and in cafe of fuccefs it 
fhould be found neceffary by him and the General to have a naval force left in the river 
'Of St. Laurence, he was to appoint fuch part of the fquadron to remain there as might 
.be judged proper for taking care to make fuitable provifion for the maintenance and 
repair of fuch fhips ; and the like liberty was given as to any of the fmaller veffels, 
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fuch zs tranfports or ctherwife, or to make ufe of any of the enemy's [}ips th<1.t might 
l'e taken, if proper, to bring into Europe fuch governors, regular troops, reli)jous 
perfons, or others whom the General, by his infirucrio!ls, was direcred to fend away 
fro~ Canada, with commiifaries, ftores, and provifions for their tranfport<ltion. 

Thefe fervices being direcred, he w;(~ to take on board the General, if he fhould 
think fit to return, and fuch of the forces as might not be left in Canada, and haften 
with the fquadron and tranfparts out of the river; and if the feafon of the year would 
permit, he was to proceed to, and fumman and attack, Placentia in Newfoundland, in 
fuch manner as General Hill {hould direcr ; which fervice being over, he was to order 
fuch fhips of war as did not properly belong to the fquadran under his command, to 
return to their feveral ftations, direCting the mafters of the tr<lnfports which he {hollld 
have no occafion for, to go and feek freight either upon the continent of America or in 
the iflands, to eafe the public of the farther charge of them, and for the benefit of the 
trade of Great Britain. Laftly; it was recommended to him, as it was to the General 
of the land forces, to maintain a conftant good underftanding and agreement, and on 
all occafions to render each other alJ neceifary and requifite affiftance; and if any dif
ferences {hould arife between them, upon any conftruCtion of. command, or the nature 
of command in the fervice, or otherwife howfoever, the Queen was pleafed to referve 
the determination of the fame to herfelf, at their return to Great Britain, without pre
judice to either of them in fubmitting to each other for the good of her Majefl:y's 
fervice . 

.And that he might be fufficiently informed of her Majefl:y's defign upon Canada, 
and of the preparations direcred to be made for the carrying it on, to the governors of 
N ew York and Maifachufets Bay, and New Hants; as alfo of the additional inftruc
tions to the governors of New York, and of thofe to Francis; Nicholfon Efq. and the 
feveral governors of the colonies of ConneCi:icut, Rhode Ifiand, Providence Plantation, 
and Penfylvania. 

Thefe were the contents of the Qu~en's orders to Sir Rovenden 'Valker, prepared 
without fo much as confulting the then Lords Commiffianers of the Admiralty, either 
2S to the fitnefs of the {hips appointed for the expedition, or the nature of the navigation; 
but on the contr,lfY, the defign on which they were bound was rather indufl:rioufly hid 
from them, as may appear by fome letters to Sir Rovenden vValker, before he failed 
from Spithead, by which the fecretary fcemed to value himfelf very much, that a defign 
cf this nature was kept a fecret from the admiralty, who, had they been confulted, 
would not, I am apt to think, have advifed the fending- {hips of eighty and feventy 
guns to Quebec, fince the navigation up the river of St. Laurence, was generally 
efteemed to be very dangerous; nor were their 10nHhips permitted to know any thing 
of this matter, at leaf!: not in form, until advice received, that the French were equipping 
a confiderable fquadron at Breft, which forne of the miniftry might be apprehenfive were 
defigned to intercept Sir Rovenden Walker; but it was too late to take any proper 
meafures for preventing it, if the enemy had really had any fuch intention. Raving thus. 
given a brief account of what fteps were taken to fet forth this fquadron, which, ere it 
returned, put the nation to a very confiderable expence, it remains that we accompany 
them on the expedition, and I {hall give as particular an account of their proceedings as 
the papers which I have before me, will enable me to do. 

Sir Rovenden \\Talker was under f~il with the {hips of war and tranfports off of 
Dunnofe 011 the 29th of April, 171 I ; but coming off of the Start the I ft of the next 
month, a wefterly wind obliged him to put in .tt Plymouth; being the Ien;jth of the 
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Dead Man the 4th, he met with the Kent, Effex, and Plymouth, which fhips he took 
with him fome leagues into the fea, and then left them to t-heir former fervice -of cruizing 
from the foundings. The 24th of June he arrived at Nantalket, near Bofton in Nc".v 
England, having then with him five fhips of the third rate, fix of the fourth, one of 
the fifth, and two bomb-veffels. But not meeting with that ready ailiilance which ,vas 
eXl?eCted from the government and people of that country, it was the 30th of July 
before he failed from thence, and then he was on his way to Quebec, with the Britifh 
and New England forces. The 14th of Augufl: he got the length of the Bird Iilands, 
which lie about two hundred and fifty leagues from Cape Ann; and having fent the 
Chefter, Leopard, and Saphire, to cruize between Placentia and Cape Breton, on the 
Wand appofiee to Newfoundland, expected their joining him in his pa{1age to Quebec ;. 
the former of which {hips had taken and fent into Bofton, before he failed thence, a 
{hip of about one hundred and twenty tons, with ten guns, and had feventy m::i1 on 
board, whereof thirty were [oldiers for the garrifon of Quebec. 

The Leoftcff, Fevedham's Enterprize, and Try ton's Prize, all fmall veffels, which 
were ftationed at N ew York and Virginia, he ordered to join him off of Cape Breton, 
being impowered by her Majefty's orders fo to do, if he fhould find it neceffary, and this 
the rather becaufc they might be. of good ufe to him in his proceeding up the river LU 

Quebec, which navigation mofl: of the people with whom he had fpoken reprefented to 
be very dangerous; and therefore he rightly judged the Humber and Devonfhire, 
which mounted eighty guns each, too big to be ventured thither; for which rearon he 
fent them home, and {hifted his flag on board the Edgar, a ihip of feventy ;:,;uns, 
General Hill removing into the Windfor, which carried ten lefs; but fince he had in
formation that a fhip of fixty gum;, and another of thirty, were expeCted from France 
very fhortly; he ordered the aforefaid {hips Humber and Devonfhire, to cruize in the 
opening of the bay of St. Laurence, until the bft of Auguft, and then to pUl{ue their 
voyage home. 

He had very fair weather until he got into the aforefaid bay, when it came changeable, 
fometimes thick and foggy, and other while calm and little winds, and the navigation 
appeared to be intricate and hazardous. The 18th of Auguft, when he was off Cafpe 
Bay, near the entrance of the river Canada, it blew freih at north-weft, and left the 
tranfports ihould be feparated, and blown to leeward, he anchored in that bay; where, 
flaying for an opportunity to proceed up the river, he burnt a French {hip which was 
a fifhing, not being able to bring her off. The wind veering wefterly the 20th of 
Auguft, he had hopes of gaining his paifage; but the next day afternoon it proved 
foggy, and continued fo all night and the day following, with very little wind till the 
afternoon, when there was an extreme thick fog and it began to blow hard at eaft. 
fouth-caft, which rendering it impofiible to fteer any courfe \vith fafety, having neither 
fight of Jand or foundings, or anchorage, he, by the advice of the pilots then on board 
him, both Englifh and French, who were the beft in the fieet, made the fignal for the 
{hips to bring to with their heads fouthward, at which time it was about eight at 
night, believing that in that pofture they fhould not come near the north ihore, but 
rather have driven with the ftream in the mid-channel; but on the contrary, as they lay 
with their heads fouthwards, and the \\ incl eafterly, in two hours time he found himfelf 
on the north {hore among the rocks and i:f1ands, at Jeaft fifteen leagues farther than the 
log-line gave, where the whole fleet had like to have been loft; the men of war efcaped 
with the utmofl: difficulty, but eight tr"nfport {hips were caft away, and almoft nine 
hundred ofiicers, foldiers, and feamen perifhed. 
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The French pilot, who, as it was faid, had been forty voyages in this river, and 
eighteen of them in command, informed him, that when it happens to be fa foggy as to 
prevent the fight of the land, it is imp~ilible to judge ~f the currents, or to fte~r by any 
courfe; for he himfelf had loft two ihlpS, and been hlmfelf near the fouth, mfomuch 
that it was extremely difficult to procure men in France to proceed on fo dangerous a 
navigation, fince almoft every year they fuifered ihipwreck. Thus it appeared how 
things have been mifreprefented in Great Britain, by thofe who pretend to aver that 
fleets of £hips might fafely proceed up the river to Quebec; and it was demonftrable 
that the people of Borton knew not any thing of what they propofed, when fchemes 
\yere laid for [uch an expedition. After this unhappy difafter, and when Sir Hovenden 
"Valker had plied two days with very freih gales, between the weft and the fouth, to 
fave what men and other things he could, he called a council of war, and upon 
enquiring of the pilots (who had been forced on board the iliips 'by the government of 
New England), and duly examining into every circumf1:ance, it was judged impracticable 
for a fleet to get up to Quebec, fince there were fo many apparent dangers, and no 
pilots qualified to take the charge; befides it was the opinion of them all, both 
Engliih and French, that had the fquadron been higher up the river, with the hard 
gales they met with, all the ihips would have been inevitably loft. At this council of 
war there were bpfides the Rear Admiral, Captain Jofeph Soames, Captain John Mitchel, 
Captain Robert Arris, Captain George Walton, Captain Henry Gore, Captain George 
Paddon, Captain John Cockburn, and Captain Auguftine Roufe. The confuItation 
being over, the Saphire was fent to Bof1:on, with an account of the misfortune, and die 
Montague, to find out the Humber and Devoniliire, and to Hop all ihips bound up to 
Quebec; and the Leopard being left with fome floops and brigantines, to take any 
men from the fuore tliat might be faved, and to endeavour to weigh fome anchors left 
behind, he proceeded to Spaniih River, in the ifland of Breton, the rendezvous he 
had oppointed, there to be perfealy informed of the 'ftate of the army and fleet, and 
to fettle matters for their further proceedings. 

But all the ihips did not join till the 7th of September; the day following, by 
confent of the General he called a council of war of fea and land officers, where it was 
confidered, whether under their prefent circumftances it was practicable to attempt 
any thing againil Placentia, which all of them very much inclined to; but upon ex
amining into the ftate of the provifions on board the men of war and tranfports, it 
was found there was but ten weeks provifion at iliort allowance, in the former, and 
in the latter much lefs, fo that it was unanimoufly agreed not any thing of that kind 
could be undertaken; but that it was neceifary the fquadron and tranfports ihould 
proceed to Great Britain, fince they had but barely provifions fufficient for the voyage, 
and that there was not any profpect of a fupply from New England, and the feafon of 
the year being too far advanced for navigating fafely in thofe parts of the world. At 
this council of war there were, befides the fea officers of the I A, General Hill, 
Colonel Charles Churchill, Colonel William vVindreife, Colonel Campenfelt, Colonel 
Clayton, Colonel Kirk, together with Colonel Vetch, and Colonel Walton, who com
manded the forces raifed in New England. 

It was in purfuance of this cefolution taken in Spaniih River, that he failed on the 
16th of September for England, where he arrived the 9th of Oaober following~ 
an? not l~ng after his return, the Edgar, a feventy-gun iliip, on board of which he 
hOl~ed hIS flag, took fire, and blew up at Spithead by fome accident, the caufe of 
whIch was never known; and thus ended an expedition every way unfortunate, and 
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which brought nothing but difcredit and blame upon thofe who contrived, and thofe 
who were concerned in the executing it, and particularly Sir Hovenden "Valker, a very 
honeil plain fpcken man; who, if there was any dark fecret in this bufinefs, was 
moil: certainly ignorant of it. His opinion always was, and he died in the full belief of 
it, that though the expedition might be jui1:Iy ilyled unfortunate, inafmuch as it mif
carried, and the fleet never reached ~ebec; yet it would have been much more fo, if 
they had got up the river of St. Laurence, and had aetually landed their men, as they 
were by their inilruCl:ions dire8:ed to do; and the reafons he gave for it are very well 
worth the hearing, efpecially at this jun8:ure, when an expedition of the fame kind is 
faid to be under confideration. The reafons that he gave for it were thefe :-" That in 
cafe the French had retired from Quebec, they would have carried their provifions with 
them, and have deilroyed what they could not carry, fo that the Englifh would have had 
nothing bt;.t a wild, uarren, uncultivated country before them, with the conqueil of 
which they might pleafe themfdves; but in which, neverthelefs, they would find it 
impoffible to fubfifi. 

" For, continues he, our people's provifions would have been reduced to eight or 
nine (perhaps to fix) weeks, at fhort allowance; no relief could poffibly be hoped for 
in lefs than ten months, if fo foon; the Feverfham, and three frore-fhips, laden with the 
provifions defigned for their fupply, being cail away in their paiTage; fo that if they 
had efcaped fhipwreck, which would have been a very great chance, between ten and 
tw~lve thoufand men muil inevitably have perifhed with hunger and cold, and the fhip 
have become a prey to the returning enemy. On the other hand, had the enemy held 
out till our people had fpent all their provifions, they mull: have laid cLmll their arms,. 
and have furrendered to the French at difcretion, to avoid death in its moil frighful 
iliape, famine; Ol' if they had taken the place, either by fl:orrn or capitulation, the re
maining provifions of a {mall garrifon would not have gone far towards fubfiiling fo 
large a number; nor could they at that feafon of the year, haylC' marched through the 
country in fearch of more: and this would have been the cafe, had they afterwards 
attempted Placentia." 

How far this gentleman might be in the right or in the \vrong, I {hall nl)t at prefent 
defire the reader to enquire; but, moil certainly what he fays has at the firfl: fight the 
appearance of fincerity and truth, and therefore we ought to be very cautious of 
running any frefh hazards of this nature; but the driving the French from Canada is 
moll: certainly a thing very pofiible and very pra8:icable, provided the fcheme be laid by 
thofe who are well acquainted with the ilate and force at our colonies, the navigatil)n of 
the river of St. Laurence, and the condition of the colony we propofe to diflodge; and 
if it be executed by feamen and officers of experience in their refpe8:ive profeflions, and 
who found the hopes of promoting their private intereil on the fclid bafi.s of exerting 
their utmoil abilities in the public fervice. 

S. The French, during the whole cOUTfe of the lail war, were particularly attentive 
to the prefervation of their own colonies, and annoying of ours, in both which fchemes 
they were but toO (uccefsful, which however was not owing fo much either to the 
wifdom of their councils or the vigour of their arms, as to the faults in our meafures,. 
and the mifcarriages of our fea officers. I fhall not pretend to enter into a ilri8: 
detail of thefe difagreeable points, but fhall content myfelf with a few general 
points, which I flatter myfelf will be fufficient for my purpofe. At the very 
beginnmg of the war, the gallant old Admiral Benbow was facrificed by fame of his 
officers who had a pique to him. He was a man of great honour and frria difcipline, 
but had fome of the roughnefs of a tar about him, which rendered him very difagreeable 
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to the fine gentlemen of the navy, amongfi whom wer~ three of the captains that de~erted 
him' their conduer indeed had the look of cowardlfe, and of t11at they were found 
guilt~ by a court martial, and fuffered death for it very defervedly; but they only 
aered the cowards and were not fo, for they had behaved gallantly upon other occafions, 
and never man looked death in the face with more intrepidity than Captain Kirby did, 
which however was fa far from extenuating, that in my opinion it heightened his 
offence. 

The executing fevere jufiice upon thofe three gentlemen, which, certainly was a 
very wife and right ftep, and was taken by the mildeft government thIS or perhaps any 
other nation ever faw, had a very good effeer, and taught people to fear the jufiice 
of the nation, in cafe they facrificed the concerns of the public to their particular reo 
fentments or private views; but that it did not entirely put an end to the evil is very 
certain, fince fomething of the fame kind happened afterwards to Sir Charles Wager, and 
prevented his taking at leaft another galleon. The admirals alfo, and great fea officers, 
that were ftationed at Jamaica, for the proteCl:ion of the ifland and fecurity of commerce, 
did not behave fo well as they might have done, as appears from thofe authentic regi. 
fiers, the votes of the Houfe of Commons, where the reader will find, that after long 
and Il:rier enquiries, in which the merchants were admitted to make particular charges, 
and allo:wed to fupport them by evidence, cenfures were paffed upon thofe officers who 
~ppeared to be guilty; and both Houfes {hewed a warm zeal for redreffing thofe mif. 
chiefs occafioned by the ill conduCt of the navy, and thereby left ample teftimony' of 
their regard for the public, though it was not attended with that fuccefs that might 
have been wiilied. 

In the meantime the French went on in quite a different way; and, when they found 
their fleets were able to do little againft ours, they very .vifely declined wafting their 
naval force in combats at fea, and applied it almoIl: entirely to the proteCting their own 
trade, and diftreiling ours. They undertook the efcorting the Spaniili plate fleets, and 
were, generally fpeaking, but too fuccefsful in that undertaking. Notwithfianding our 
fuperior force, they attempted a commerce with the Spaniih fettlements in the South 
Seas; and in this too they fucceeded, notwithfianding the dangerous navigation round 
Cape Horn, and from thence they reaped two great advantages, viz. maintaining and 
improving their manufaCtures, even in a time of war, and bringing vaftJums into France, 
without which ilie could not poffibly have continued the war. 

Yet, in fame refpeCts, it manifeftly appeared that her force was very infufficient for 
fupporting her views in the Weft Indies, fince, in an attempt they maJe upon Carolina 
in J 706, they were iliamefully repulfed by the natural force of that colony, without 
any affiftance from hence. And, on the other hand, our people fucceeded in their 
attempt to drive the French out of what they poffeffed in the ifland of St. Chrifiopher's ; 
which plainly iliewed what might have been done, in that war, towards deftroying 
their fugar colonies, if, as our intereIl:s mofi certainly led us, we had confidered that 
point more attentively than we did fome others, which did not concern us near fa 
much. For, had we ufed the opportunity that was given us to have Jriven the French 
ou~ of all or moil: of their iflands, it muft have turned fa much to our advantage, in 
pomt of trade, that, in all human probability, we iliould have had no reafon to regret 
the vail: expences of that long and confuming war. 

But, inIl:ead of cluing this, our views were almoft entirely confined to Europe, where 
our fuccefs was indeed very honourable for our arms, but was very far from procuring 
~s any adva~t~ges in refpeer to trade; which I do not fay with any defign of reflect. 
mg on the InlllIIl:ers by whom that war was managed, who perhaps might mean us well, 
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and did for us as much as was in their power; but to fnew where the fault really lay, 
which was our entering into many engagements tl13.t were either ufelefs or detrimental to 
our commercial iy~.terens. 

Whereas the French, who had but very lately entertained any thoughts of trade, kept 
that continually in view, both in their operations during the war and in their nego
ciations for bringing about a peace. In refpeCt to the former, befides what they did 
againfl us in the \7\T efl: Indies, they attacked the Portuguefe in Brazil, ruined the com
merce between the Dutch and Spaniards, ccud efiabliihed their mvn; and, befides all 
this, when they had aCtually begun to treat with us, and our Court confidered them in 
a manner as friends, they fent a fleet to diflrefs us in the Leeward Ii1ands; which ex
ceffively provoked our miniftry, though they were too far advanced in their pacific mea
fures to retreat. 

At the conclufion of the treaty, the French ihewed the fame care for, and the fame 
fieadinefs in, fupporting their commerce. It was with difficulty that they were pre
vailed upon to refrore wtlat they had taken from our Hudfon's Bay company. Nova 
Scotia we had, and, becaufe they could not take it from us, they left it to us; but they 
plainly cheated us out of Cape Breton. And though they pretended to renounce all 
pretenfions on Newfoundland, yet they preferved v,hat they never had any title to, 
and what, with refpeCt to that country, was all they ever wanted. By thefe arts they 
fecured great advantages to themfelves, which were all at our expence; brought a 
heavy load of reproach on the miniflers who tranfaCted with them, and left the treaty of 
Utrecht as a memorial to all fucceeding minifrers of the danger of entering into any 
feparate negociations with France. . 

9. After the acceilion of his late Majef1:y King George 1. to the Britiib throne, there 
followed feveral difrurbances at home and abroad, which might very well hinder the 
minifrers from contriving any new fchemes for the advantage of our colonies, or from 
perfecring thofe which had been formerly laid for that purpofe. The rebellion in Scot~ 
land firfr, and after that the quadruple aili~nce, and the meafurl's which preceded and 
followed it, fufficiently occupied their thoDghrs, and if they went on in the ordinary 
way, in protl'tting them, and providing for th~·ir fecurit)', they might very \\'ell be 
excufed for pof1:poning thoughts or projeCts of another nature to more favourable 
times. 

But the French, always watchful for their own advantages, at the very time when 
they feemed moD: folicitous in cultivating the friendihip of Britain, and were daily re
ceiving benefits from it, projected the fettlcment of the ifland of St. Lucia, which had 
been always included iCl the commilhon of the governor of Barbadoes; and for that 
purpofe the French King thought fit, in the year 1719, to make a grant of tbat ifland 
to the lVIarfhal d'Etree, who immediately made the neceffary difpofitions for ef1:abliIhing . 
a colony in that inand, and fent over people for tha.t purpofe. The governor of 
Barbadoes, as it was his duty, oppofed this fettlement vigoroufly, and declared 
roundly, That, if the French perfifl:ed in [ettlinf', he ihould find himfelf under 
a necel1lty of driving them off that i:fland, which belonged _to the King his maf1:er, 
by force. 

At the'fame time our minii'ter at the court of Paris prefented a memorial, in which 
he fet forth the title the Crown of Great Britain had to this ifland, and, confequcntly, 
the great injufiice of the Fren('h King's grant, which was ve~'Y apparent fr.om the follow. 
ing particulars in relation to the hif1:ory of t?is i:fland, in whl~h .both Enghfh a~d French 
writers a:_~r(:'c. The Enfli{h fettIed on the diand of St. LUCla.Ill 1639, and lIved t~ere 
near two years without any interruption or difrurbancc; but m I C+0 they were dnven 
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pff from the. faid ifland, and the governor and mofl: of the inhabitants kiHed by the 
Caribbeans, and, as the Englifh fufpeeted, by the infl:igation and encouragement of 
the French; which the French generals, Parquet and de Poincy, however, both difowned. 
Nor did the French at that time, or any other time, make any fort ofpretenfion to ~he 
if1and. A tacit acknowledgement, undoubtedly, of the right of the Englifh. 

The civil wars in England breaking out, the Englifh negleCted this fettlement; and 
Monfienr du Parquet fent thirty or forty Frenchmen to take poffeilion of the ifland. 
The Sieur de Rouffelan governed here till J 694, and was fucceeded by De la Riviere, 
whom the Caribbeans killed with feveral of his men, and carried off his wife and two 
of his children. He was fucceeded by M onf. Ie Breton, he by Monf. Agremont, who 
was alfu defl:royed by the ,Caribbeans. After this the Englifh made a treaty with the 
Caribbeans for the purchafing the if1and from them; and in 1663, fent fourteen or 
fifteen hundred men on board of five men of war, who, being joined by fix hundred 
of the Caribbeans in feventeen canoes, came before the if1and in June 1664, which was 
delivered to them without refifl:ance, on condition that the French governor and gar
rifon in the fort, which amounted only to fourteen men, fhould be tranfported to Mar
tinico, \'lith their cannon, arms and baggage. In 1666 the Englifh governor, Mr. 
Robert Cook, by reafon of the mortality of his people, want of neceffaries, &c. aban
doned the ifland, and fet fire to the fort; yet, two days afterwards, a bark arrived from 
Lord vVilloughby, governor and captain-general of Barbadocs, and the other Englifh 
Caribbee iflands, to windward of Guardalonpa, with provifions, ammunition, and all 
neceffaries for the colony. In this deferted condition it remained thenceforward, but 
was always confidered as a part of the Britifh dominions. The interpofition of our 
millifl:er produced the defired effeCt, and the French defifl:ed at that time from their 
fettlement. 

10. This attempt, however, fo much alarmed our court, that the Duke of Montague 
rcfolved, at a vafl: expence, to fettle that ifland and St. Vincent, which was fo agreeable 
to the minifl:ry and to his late Majefl:y, that by letters patent, dated the 22d of June, 
1722, both thofe iflands were granted to his Grace, that he might be encouraged to put 
fa generous and public-fpirited a defign in execution; and for the further benefit and 
advantage of the new colonies which he was to fettle, the Duke was alfo confl:ituted cap
tain-general of the ifiands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, which till that time were included 
in the commiilion, and remained. under the government of the governors of Barbadoes. 
His Grace having appointed Captain Uring his deputy governor, and provided feven 
ihips or veffels to carryover the planters, with fuch provifions and neceffaries as were 
requifite to fettle colonies in thofe iflands, obtained of his Majefl:y the Winchelfea 
man of ,val', commanded by Captain Orme, to convoy, attend, and protect: the 
planters. 

Mr. U ring embarked on board the Winchelfea, on the loth of September 172.2, and 
failing to Ireland to take in provifions, made it the 15th of December before he 
arrived at St. Lucia. Being come to an anchor in Pigeon Ifland Bay, a Barbadoes 
floop foon after arrived from Martinico) the mafl:er whereof communicated to Mr. Uring 
the copy of a mandate by the king of France, which he faid was publifhed by order of 
the French general in all the churches of that ifland, -and in all the towns by beat of 
drum; which contained in fubfl:ance, That if the Englifh did not leave the ifiand in the 
fpace o.f fiftee~ days, _they w~re to be expelled by force of arms. The next morning 
Mr. UrIng welghed from PIgeon IJland Bay, and fl:ood for the harbour of Petite 
Careenage, which they found to be a very good one, and in it feveral places fit for 
careening fhips, iheltered from every wind; in one of which, ihips of fixty guns and 
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'Upwards may careen very conveniently: the land is very hilly all round the harbour, 
and in mofi places fieep, afcending from the water fide. At two in the :.lfternoon we 
landed fifty men to cut down the trees and buil1es on the point that lay fit for a battery 
of guns to command the entrance of the harbour. The fame day he fent Mr. Faulkner 
to Martinico, with letters from the Duke of Montague and the Admiralty, direCted to 

Captain Charles Brown, commander of the Fevedham man of war, and Captain Brand, 
commander of the HeCtor; who were then at Martinico; and acquainted them, that 
the Duke had appointed him deputy governor of St. Lucia and St. Vincent, and being 
come to fettle thofe iflands under the proteCtion of the \Vinchelfea man of war, he 
defired that in purfuance of the orders they had received from the admiralty for that 
purpofe, they would join him as foon as pcflible, being apprehenfive the governor of 
Martinico defigned to molefl: the colony. In the mean time he proceeded to land his 
people, guns, tools, planks and fiores, to fortify the harbour, and builu. a large houfe to 
1helter the workmen. 

On the :2:2d of December Captain Brand and Captain Brown arrived from Martinico, 
with his Majefiy's iliips, the Heaor and Feverfham, and foon after a French floop, \\hich 
brought a letter from the French general, to acquaint Mr. Dring- that he had heard of 
his landing Englifh forces in the iiland of St. Lucia, and defired to know his intentions; 
and at the fame time he received the following copy of the FreYlch king's mandate, viz. 
A mandate of the King to the Sieur Chevalier de Feuquire, governor and lieutenant. 
general of the Windward Wands in America. "His lVlajefly having been informed 
that the King of England has given the iflands of St. Vincent, and St. Lucia, to the 
Duke of Montague, has made his complaint of it to the COUf( of England, and has 
alledged that neither the one nor the other of thefe illands belong to th,it crown. The 
firfi of them ought to remain to the Caribbee~, <lccording to conventions made with 
that people; and the fecond does belong to France, who has been willing to fufpend 
the fettlement of that ifiand on the requefi of the King of England; not\\ithfianding 
thofe reafons, his Majefiy hath not been informed that there has not been any revoca
tion of this grant; on the contrary, he ullderfhnds that the Duke of l\Iontague is 
repairing to fend and take poffeilion of thofe ifi:mds, and to tranfport numbers of 
families thither. This undertaking being contrary to the rights of his Majelly, his 
intention is, that in cafe the Engliili illOuld take poffeilion of St. Lucia, and fettle 
there, the Sieur Chevalier de Feuquire {hall fummon them to retire in fifteen days, 
in regard that ifland belongs to France; and if they do not depart, he Iha11 compel 
them to it by force of arms. He iliall take care to charge fame of the wifefi and 
mofi experienced of his officers with this expedition. His Majei1y defires there iliould 
be as little effufion of blood as poffible, nor will he ha,'e any pillage made; he only 
willies the Englifh would retire, and not poiTeis themfelyes of a country which belongs 
La him. Done at Verfailles the :2 I fl of September 17:):2, figned,. Z-.:c." 

Upon reading the mandate, and the French governor's letter, in \yhich it was in
doled, Mr. Uring fent to Captain Brand, and Captain Brown, to knO\v if he might de
pend upon their affiftance if he was attacked by the French; but they would give him 
no pofitive anfwer, and foon after failed to Barbadoes; he 31fo f<.:nt a letter to the 
governor of Martinico, to acquaint him that he had orders from the Duke of Montague, 
the lord proprietor, under his BritiDl lV18jefty's patent, to plant St. Lucia ,md defend it, 
but propofed fufpending all aas of hofiility, till they could hear from their refpeCtive 
courts of Great Britain and France. Mr. Dring alfo thought fit to write to the prefi
,dent of Barbadoes, that the governor of Martinico had threatened to. drive the Englifh 
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from the ifland, if they did not d('p~\rt in fif1;een days, and to defire his affifi:ance t,l 
fupport this part of his Majefty's dominions. To which the prefident anfwered, That 
he was ready to give him all the afiiltance in his power. 

But the Captains Brown and Brand remained fo long abfent from St. Lucia, that 
the French had an opportunity of fending between two and three thoufand men from 
Martinico, and landing them on -the ifland; the captains of the men of war alfo re
fufed to give him affiftance, towards fortifying and defending the colony by iand, and 
a great many of the planters falling fick, and other deferting over (0 the French at the 
fame time, Mr. Dring had not fourfcore left to bear arms, which compelled him at 
length to come to a treaty with the French general, the Marquis of Champigny; and 
the following articles were concluded between them: Firft, That the Englifh fhould 
quit the Wand of St. Lucia within feven days, provided that the {hips of the Englinl 
nation {hould at all times have liberty to come into the ports of the faid iDand, and 
wood and water there, and ferve their other occafions, as the French alfo might. 
Secondly, That the Englifh colony il10uld be at liberty to reimbark all their cannon, 
ftores, arms, baggage, and every thing belonging to them, without moleftation. 
Thirdly, That all deferterf> fhould be given up. And Laftly, That immediately after 
the Engli{h had evacuated the ifland, the French forces alfo fhould evacuate it, and 
that the ifland {hould remain in the fame ftate it was till the controverfies between the 
two crowns, relating to this ifland, were decided. In purfuance of which agreement 
Mr. Dring embarked with his people, and failed to Antigua, fending the Winchelfe:.t 
man of war, and Captain Braithwaite, in the Griffin floop, to take a view of the ifland 
of St. Vincent, and fee if it was practicable to make a fettlement there. In the mean
time a confiderable reinforcement arrived at Barbadoes, from the Duke of Montague, 
with ammunition and provifion, and orders to attempt a fettlement upon St. Vincent, if 
the planters were driven from St. Lucia. 

I I. In order to this he had inflructions, and a commiffion given him by Mr. Dring, 
which were perfectly well adjufted to the defign upon which he was fent; and in the 
tneantime Governor Dring remained at Antigm, where he had all the civilities paid 
him, and all the fervices done him by the governor, and other perfons in authority, 
that he could either defire or expeft; which, in fome meafure mitigated his {harp fenfe 
of the misfortunes he had met with; for he ''ias both a capable and an honefl: man; 
one who had the fervice very much at heart, and who difcharged his duty fo punc
tually, even in this difaftrous undertaking, as to preferve his reputation, and to merit 
a kind reception from his generous maiter the Duke of Montague, who was fo wife 
as to expeft no more from a man than was in his power, and fo good as to com
mend and reward him who did that, though it ,',~as not attended with t~e happy 
confequences that might have been expefted from it. This gentleman did not re
main long at Antigua before he ,,-as made fenfible that there was as little, or rather 
lefs hopes of making a fettlement at St. Vincent, than he by experience had found 
there was of fixing a colony on S1. Lucia; for Captain John Braithwaite, returning 
from his unfuccefsful expedition, delivered to Governor Drino-, in juftification of his 
own conduct, and for the fatisfaftion of his grace the Duke ~f Montague, the follow
~ng account of the meafures he had taken for executing the commiflion granted to him, 
III order t~ fix a fettlement on his Majefi:y's ifland of St. Vincent. This paper being 
equally cunous and important, and alfo entirely hiftorical, we {hall o-ive the reader an 
~xtraa of it in that gentleman's own words. 0 
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The Report of Captain John Braithwaite to Nathaniel Dring, Efq . 

• , In purfuance of a refolution in council, and your order for fa doing the day 
you failed with his Grace's colony for Antigua, I failed with the Griffin floop, 
in company with his Majefl:y's ihip the vVinchelfea, to St. Vincent: we made the 
illand that night, and the next morning run along the ihore, and faw feveral 
Indian huts, but as yet no Indians came off to us, nor could we get afhore to 
them, by reafon there was no ground to anchor in. Towards the evening two 
Indians came on board, and told us we might anchor in a bay to leeward, and 
when we were at anchor they would bring their general on board. Here we came 
to an anchor in deep water, and very dangerous for the floop. One whom they 
called general came on board with feveral others, to the number of twenty-two. I 
entertained them very handfomely, and made the chief fame trifling prefents; but 
found him to be a perfon of no confequence, and that they called him chief to get 
fame prefent from me. Here tm) of the Indians were fo drunk that they would not 
);0 ailiore, but ftaid on board fame d~ys, and were weB entertained. After this, little 
winds and great currertts drove us oft for fevcral days, but at laft we came ~o an anchor 
in a fpacious bay to the leeward of all the ifland, the draught of which I ordered to 
be tak(::n by our furveyor, for your better underi1:anding the place, being the only one 
where a fettlement could be made. The i11ip and floop \vere fcarce come to an anchor 
before the 1hand of the ihore was covered \'-'lth Indians, and ~mongft them we could 
difcover a white man, who proved to be a Frenchman. I took Capt. "\Vatfon in the 
boat with me, with a Frenchman, and immediately went on {hare. As foon as I came 
amongfl- them, I afked why they appeared all armed, for every man had a cutlafs; 
fame had muikets, pifl:ols, bows, and arrows, ("c. They with very little ceremony en~ 
elofed me, and carried me up the country for about a mile, over a' little rivulet where 
I was told I was to fee their general: I found him fitting amidft a guard of about 
an hundred Indians; thofe neareft his pedon had all mufkets, the reft bows and 
arrows; and all obferved a great filence: he ordered me a feat, and a Frenchman 
Hood at his right hand, for an interpreter: he demanded of me, What brought me 
into his country; and of what nation? I told him, Engliih; and I ""as put in to wood 
and water, as not caring to fay any thing elfe before the Frenchman; but told him, if he 
would be pleafed to come on board our ihips, I would leave Englilhmen in hoftage for 
for thofe he ihould be pleafed to take along \vith him. But I could not prevail \vith him~ 
either to come on board, or fuffer me to have wood or water. He faid, he was iIi
formed we were come to force a fettlement. And \\'c had no way to remove that 
jealoufy but by getting under fail. .As foon as I found what infl.~ence the French
man's company had upon him I took my leave, after making fuch replies as I thougllt 
proper, and returned to my boat under a guard; and when I came to the {ho[(~, I fOLllHl 
the guard \\as increafed by a number of negroes all armed with fuzees. I got into m f 
boat witrlOut any injury, and went on board to Capt. Orme, and told him my ill fue
cefs. Immediately after I fent aihore the floop's bo"t with a mate, with rum, beef, 
bread, &c. with fome cutlaifes; and ordered a Frenchman who went with the mate, 
to defire the guard to conduCt them to their general, and to tell him, that though 
he denied me the common good of water, and a little ufelefs wood, neverthelefs I had 
fent him fuch refreihments as our {hips afforded. Our people found the Frenchman 
gone, and that then the Indian general feemed pleafed, and received what was fent 
him; and in return, fent me bows and arrows. Our people had not been long re~ 
turned, when the general fel1t a canoe with ten chief Indians, who fpoke very good 
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French, to thank me for my prefents, and to ark pardon for his refufing me wood. and 
water, and aiTured me I might have what I pleafed; and they had orders to tell me, if 
J pleafed to go afhore again they were to remain hofiages for my civil treatment. I 
fent them on board the men of war ; and with Capt. "Vatfon went a{hore. I was well 
rec.cived, and conducred as before; but now I found the brother, the chief of the 
negroes, was arrived with five hundred negroes, moft armed with fuzees. They told 
my i,lterpreter, they \';ere fure we w:~re come to force a fettlement, or elfe they would 
not have denied me what they never, before had denied any Englifh, viz. wood and 
water; but, if I thought fit, I might take what I pleafed under a guard. Finding 
them info good a humour, lance more introduced the defire I had to entertain them 
on board our ihips, and with fame difficulty I prevailed with them, by leaving Captain 
Watfon afhore under their guard as a hoHage. I carried them on board the king':>. 
fhip, where they were well entertained by Captain Orille, who gave the Indian general: 
a fine fuzee of his own, and to the chief of the negroes fomething that pleafed hip-!. 
Captain Orme aiTured them of the friendlhip of the King of England, &c. The negn; 
chief fpoke excellent French, and made anfwers with all the French compliments. 
Afterwards I carried them on board the duke's floop; and after opening their heartS' 
with wine, for they fcorned to drink rum, I thought it a good time to tell them my 
commiffion, and what brought me upon their coafi. They told me it was well I had 
not mentioned it on {hore, for their power could not have proteCted me; that it wa~ 
impoffible; the Dutch had before attempted it, but were glad to retire. They like
wife told me, that two French floops had, the day before we came, been amongft them~ 
and gave them arms and ammunition, and aiTured them of the whole force of Marti
nico for their proteCtion againft us; they told them alfo, that they had driven us from: 
St. Lucia; and that we were come now to endeavour a fettlement there; and notwith
franding all our fpecious pretences, when we had power we {hould enflave them;
but they declared that they would truft no Europeans; that they owned themfelves 
under the proteCtion of the French, but would as foon oppofe their fettling among 
them, or any aCt of force from them, as us. They had lately given an example, by 
killing feveral; and they further told me, it was by very large prefents the French ever 
got in their favour again, but they refolved neyer to put it in their power, or of any 
Europeans, to hurt them: theyadvifed me to think what they faid was an aCt of friend
iliip. This being all I could get from them, I difmiiTed them with fuch prefents as 
his grace ordered for that fervice, with a difcharge of caiman; and received in return 
as regular vollies of fmall iliot as I ever heard. In the night the Winchelfea drove 
from her anchors, which as fa on as I perceived, and had received Captain Watfon from 
the {hare, I got under fail and fiood to the man of war. This is a faithful report of all J?, 
John Bnithwaite, can recolleCt." 

12. Mr. Dring having read the above report of Captain Braithwaite, he judged there 
wa~ like to be little good done at St. Vincent, and the fecond fcheme on St. Lucia 
being laid afide, he determined to unload all the fiores, and difcharge the veiTels, and 
propofed to Lieutenant General Matthe'vYs, to do it at Antigua, which he faid he thought 
could be done with more cafe and fecurit)" and in much lefs time, and would fave a 
great deal of charge and trouble, and Iefs hazard than at St. Chrifiopher's; the lieute
rant-general anfwered, that in his houfe at St. Chrifiopher"s was room enough to hold 
all the duke'~ fiores, and fl10uld coft his grace nothing; and, that as he had the 
gov: mment of that ifland, he had fuch an influence over the people, that the duke's 
fervants would be more fecure there, and that he could better provide for the officers, 
than at Anti:.;ua; and further [aid, that the fervants could be kept together in Charles 
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Fort, where tney might have an opportunity to difcipline them againfl: any new under. 
taking; and accordingly aiked leave of General Hart to difcipline them, which was 
granted. Mr. U ring taking notice of the advantages that the lleutenant-general pro
pofed, and feeing him fo very earnefl for the flores t.o be lodged at St. Chriflopher':::) 
agreed to it, and accordingly ordered them dOYiD thither, dunng their attending the 
Griffin's return from her errand to St. Vincent and Martinico. 

Mr. Dring frequently vifited the tranfports, to fee things were in good order; Lieu
tenant General Matthews went in the Charles and Freemafon, to St. Chriftopher's, 
with them; and as foon as they arrived at that iiland, he, in concert with J\Ir. Dring. 
cantoned the officers in feveraI places, as there was conveniency, and they were ordered 
to their refpective quarters. 'They had now four veilels to unload at the fame time, 
and at a confiderable diftance, and a difficult way to carry the flores to the Hore-houfes. 
Mr. Dring ordered fuch a number of fervants a!hore from the veiTels, as he thought 
ufeful for carrying up the flores; and officers were appointed at different places in the 
avenues, to keep the people from running into the country; but notwithftanding all the 
care they could take, great part of them were gone by night. He ordered more ailwre 
next day, and continued landing the flores, cannon, arms, ammunition, &c. and as 
the cafks very often came to pieces in getting up to the flore-houfes, Mr. Dring, for the 
mofl part~ flood by till they were repaired, and was, at leaf1:, thirty times a day from 
the landing-place to the fiore-houfes, in order to prevent any embezzlement, and to 
i1aften the work., The officers thinking the work too hard for them all day, though 
they generally flood in one place, Mr. Dring divided them, the one half to attend in 
the morning, and the other in the afternoon; though he was obliged to attend the 
whole day, in order to preferve the fiores, which he hoped was in a good meafure 
done;. the goods landing from fa many yeifels at one and the fame time, fo many fort:>
loofe, as well as in caik.s, made it no eafy matter to keep an exact account. 

The whole care of every thing, as well as the flores, was upon Mr. Dring. How
ever, the goods were landed and {lored, and after the !hips were unloaded, he fearched 
every {hip by warrant, to fee if there remained any thing belonging to the Duke of 
Montague on board them, which the maflers faid there did not; feveral provifions 
were found,on board the Charles and Freemaion, which were put a!hore. \Vhen every 
thing was landl2d out of the feveral !hips, his next care W~IS to put them in good order; 
many of the cafks being broken, they would not hold the weight in them, therefore 
they flarted them into other found calks and chefis, which were made for that ufe. 
He alfo caufed all the provifions to be turned out of the flore-houfes and looked over, 
and fuch as were in caiks, or wanted pickle, were put into better, and new pickled 'i 
and he directed the \Yorfi to be firfi ufed. He fitted up a fmith's {hop, kept t:1e 
fmiths and annourers at work, and cleaning the arms. The men were difciplined, fo 
that they could do their exercife very well, and made as regular fires as the king's 
troops. 

Mr. Dring paid off feveral of the feamen belonging to the Griffin Hoop, to eafe the 
charge, and ordered fnch fervants on board her as were feamen, and as many more as 
he dared trufl. By that time they had put things into tokrable order, the Hopewell 
arrived, with about ninety fervants and feveral officers, a great quantity of provifions, 
with cannon, ammunition, and warlike flores, which were alio landed under the care 
of Mr. Dring, who had letters by this !hip from the Duke of Montague; which 
informed him that his grace was in treaty for five hundred Englifh families, and five 
hundred Iri!h, which he -intended to tranfport to St. Lucia as foon as poffible. The! 
Hopewell brought from Barbadoes a number of live iliecp, which had been carried 
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thither by the Leopard, which was arrived at that ifland, laden with boards, plank, 
and frames of houfes, for the ufe of the colony. 

'When Lieutenant General Matthews returned to Antigua, he left Mr. Dring his 
houfe to live in, where was room for moft of the officers. He fent then to acquaint 
them, that he had conveniency for them, and defigned to keep a table for their enter
taimnent, confidering it would be much more convenient and lefs charge to l)is grace, 
for them to keep together, tt-an be feparated. All the fervants that were not lent to 
the planters were lodged in the out-houfes, and due care was taken both of the fick 
and the well, to have their provifions at proper times, and well ordered. Mr. Dring 
feldom went to dinner before he faw all the fick provided, and well ferved with frefh 
meat and broth, which was for the moft part four times a week, and thore that were 
fick, every day. The lame, though there were a great many of them, he dreffed him
felf for feveral days, when he had no furgeon. The fervants were all well fupplied out 
of the duke's ftores, with clothing and neceffaries, though they often ftrayed about the 
country and fold them, and then complained to the planters that they were naked; for 
which they were puniihed and again fupplied. He frequently fent out the ferjeants with 
parties, to bring in the ftragglers, and had no little trouble to keep them in a tolerable 
decorum; he alfo put up advertifements at all the port towns, to warn the mafters of 
fhips from entertaining or carrying any of them off the ifland; and in the' beginning 
of May fent Captain King in the Griffin iloop to Barbadoes, to bring down the run
aways from thence, and {uch letters as were lodged there from the Duke of Montague 
for him; and after her return he ordered Captain Watfon to careen her, in doing of 
which {he funk. 

Mr. Dring having notice thereof, went to fee her condition, and hired tKO floops to 
weigh her, and the Griffin was made again fit for the [ea. Mr. Dring having been 
informed that many of his grace's fervants had made their efcape to St. Euftatia, he 
wrote feveralletters to the governor of that iiland, by ofl1cers of the duke's, which 
were fent for that purpofe, to acquaint him therewith, and to defire him to fecure them, 
that they might be returned to St. Chriftopher's, and accordingly two men were brought 
back from thence. He had ordered the Griffin floop to Antigua, to lie there during 
the hurricane months; when he had a letter from Lieutenant General Matthews, 
which advifed him that the Duke of Montague had impowered him to have the fole 
difpofal of all his affairs in the "Weft Indies, and fent him a copy thereof. Mr. Dring 
then obferved his direCtion, until his grace had wholly laid afide the thoughts of any 
new fettlement; and had given him orders to deliver up every thing belonging to him, 
into the hands of the Lieutenant General, to whom his grace had gil'en direction to 
difcharge all, and pay them their {alaries to that time, with an allowance for their paf
fages for England. After Mr. Dring had delivered up all ftores, arms, cannon, &c. 
to the agent of Lieutenant General Matthews, he went up to Antigua, to finiih his 
affairs with him, and from thence to Barbadoes, where he was received very kindly by 
Mr. Worfley. He ftaid a week at that iDand, and then returned to Antigua, and from 
thence to St. Chriftopher's, where he took a paffage for England, and arrived at Dover 
the 28th of May 1724. 

Thus we have given a large and circumftantial account of this expedition, from the 
beginning to the end of it, from the authentic papers of the two gentlemen chiefly con
cerned in it, and very frequently in their own words. From whence it appears, that it 
was in all refpeCl:s the greateft and moft expenfive {cherne that was ever undertaken by 
a fubjeCl: of this crown, or of any other; for befides the ihips, naval and military ftores, 
cannon, fmall arms{'&c. he maintained four hundred and twenty-five fervants for a 
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year and a half, befides eighty-five tradefmen and artificers of feveraI forts, who had 
from twenty to thirty pounds a-year wages; and upwards of fifty officers, with falaries 
from fifty to four hundred pounds a-year, all duly paid, and themfelves viaualled in 
a very dear part of the world, during the greatefr part of the time. The computing, 
therefore, of the Duke of Montague's expence at forty thoufand pounds is rather under 
than over doing the bufinefs; and nothing can induce us to fufpeCt the Iargenefs of the 
fum but the very fingular circumfrance that attends it, of its coming out of a private 
purfe for the public fervice. This, indeed, and the time at which this expedition was 
undertaken, renders it almofr incredible; but \vhoever confiders that in feafons of the 
greaten: corruption (as furely that of the South-Sed, and the bubbles that attended it, 
was here) Providence ufually raifes up fame eXcrJ.ordinary infLances of a contrary fpirit, 
fuch as Phocion in the decline of the .t\.thenian commonwealth, and the younger Cato 
when the Roman republic was on the point of ruin, will the more readily credit this, 
and admire it the morE'. I {hould infift farther upon this noble and memorable exam
ple but for two reafons; [he firfr is, that as the iIluihious perfon to whom it relatps is 
living, amongfl: the many infl:ances of freedom of [peech that may be met with in this 
work, I {hould be aihamed to mix <tny thing that mig!1t be fufpetl:ed of flattery. The 
fecond reafon is, that the virtues of the duke are fa well known, and fa univerfally 
confefied, that I could do no honour to any but myfelf, by endeavouring to cele-
brate them. . 

But though I am willing to decline a taik to which I confefs myfelf unequal, I {hall 
not be afraid of obferving that this is the only proper time of reviving our claim to thofe 
iilands, at leafr to that of St. Lucia, to which our title is unqueil:ionable. If we were 
not lhe firfr difcoverers, we were at leail: the firfr planters of that iiland, and befides 
the title which this gives us, we have another, and perhaps a better, viz. that of pur
chafe from the nati',es, and original inhabitants of it. The French, it is true, have 
<lJfo fettled upon that iiland, but as intruders only, and as fuch were obliged to quit it 
in the reign of King Charles II. fince which our rights to that iiland have been con
firmed by treaties. But their lail: quitting it, in 1719, is the fl:rongefr and clearcfr 
proof of all. For Iud they not been fcnfible of their having no juft pretenfions to St. 
Lucia, it is imp()ffible to fuppofe that men ',d10 fa vigorouily exerted themfelves to 
prevent our cftablifhment, would fa tamely have given up their own. What their 
motives might be to fa frrange a conduct, 1:1 the compafs of fo {hart a time, I Iha11 not 
pretend to guefs, but this I may fafely and honefl:ly [lY, [hat no change in their con
duCt could poffibly create a change in their title or ours: if our right in 1719 was cer
tain, it nm{t have been as certain in 1722, and if certain then, it mufl: be fa frill; 
which gives us a fair demand to have this right of ours acknowledged by the next 
treaty of peace, that can never be concluded on good terms for this nation, if while we 
Hruggle to make France do jufrice to others, \ye fuffer her to perfifr in aCts of injuftice 
to ourfelves. We fee very clearly, that the general expreffions contained in former 
treaties anils nothing againfr France in a time of full peace, and therefore common 
fenfe teaches us, and a due concern for the good of our country requires, that we {hould 
have jufrice done us on this head before the conclufion of the prefent \Y:J.r, becaufe unlefs 
it be Jane now, paft experience {hews us that we can never expeCt it for the future; 
that we may very rationally hope for it now, appears to every man of tolerable under
fianding, who refleCts that France, in this refpeCt, gives us nothing of which {he is in 
po ifeffi 011, or to which, in her own opinion, {he has any jufr title; fo that to refufe it 
when {he pretends to be in a pacific temper, muft be a plain proof that !he diifembles, 
4lnd then it would be madnefs to trufr her. 

.. *8 Thffe 
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There is, however, one particular in relation to this affair that ought to be difcuff"ed 
before we leave it, which is, what proceedings have fince happened between the two 
crowns in relation to this ifiand, after the expedition before mentioned; and <l.S to thefe, 
I have received two remarkable papers while this was printing, which I {hall give the 
reader immediately. In the mean time it is requifite to obferve, that his prefent maje!l:y 
King George II. having con!l:ituted and appointed Henry vVodley, Efq. governor and 
-commander in chief of this Wand, as all his predeceifors had been, who were governors 
'Of Barbadoes, he was gracioufiy pleafed to fend him the following infrruCtion, in 
:reference to the difputes that had happened about it. 

" GEORGE R. 
" Trufly and well beloved, we greet you well: Whereas the French for fome years 

have claimed the illand of St. Lucia, and do infiil that the right to the il1ands of St. Vin
cent and St. Dominico, under your government, is in the Caribbeeans, now inhabiting 
the fame, although we have an undoubted right to all the faid iflands; yet we have 
thouf-"ht fit to agree with the French court, that until our right be determined the faid 
if1ands {hall be entirely evacuated by both nations.' It is therefore our will and pleafure, 
and you are accordingly to fignify the fame to fuch of our fubjects as {hall be found 
inhabiting any of our faid if1ands, that they do forthwith quit the fame until the right 
ihall be d<:termined, as aforefaid; and that they do comply with this our order within 
thirty days from the publication hereof in each of the faid il1ands refpeCtively, under 
pain .of our higheil difpleafure; and you are to ufe your beft endeavours that 110 [hips 
of our fubjeCts, or of any other nation, do frequent the faid iflands during the time 
aforefaid, exc-ept coming for wood or water. But it is our will and pleafure, that you 
.do not execute this our order until the 'French governor of Martinico {hall have received 
the like direEtion from the French court, and {hall, jointly with you, put the fame in 
execution without any exception. And you are hereby further ordered to tranfmit to 
US, by the firfl: opportunity, a full account of your proceedings, as likewife of thofe of 
the French in this behalf, taking care by all opportunities to inform yourfelf whether 
.()Uf fl'bjects, and thofe of the French king, do comply punctually with the true intent 
al.ld meanin~ of this agreement, until fuch time as the right to the faid if1ands {hall be 
.abfolutely determined as aforefaid. And for your fo doing this {hall be your warrant. 
And fo we bid you farewell. Given at our court at St. James's, the 30th day of 
November, in the fourth year of our reign, by his majefty's command. 

" l-iolles Newcaflle." 

It appears plainly from this inftruCtion, and it will appear Rill more clearly from the 
French king's letter upon this head, that the two courts had come to an agreement 
about this matter, that is, about the immediate fettlement, not as to their rights; for 
our·king- declares fully and plainly, that he looked upon his to be wholly unimpeached 
by this d'ifpute; and fo to be fure it was, and is. But let us fee the inilruCl:ions from 
France, which are referred to in the foregoing paper, which were conceived in thl: 
words following: 

The French king's letter or mandate, to the governor of Martinico, dated Decem

., Monfieur De Champigny, 
ber 26, J730' 

« The Englifh have, for fome time pafl:, laid pretenfions to the ifiand of St. Lucia, 
which belongs to me, and to which I have an inconteilable right. The fame preten
fIons they hJ.v~ laid to the iflands of St. Vincent and St. Dominico, raid to belong to 

the 
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the Caribbeeans, natives of the country, according to the tre:1.ty of the 3 Ift of March 
1660; and in the polfefIion of \yhich it is my intention to fupport them. I have t 

neverthelefs, agreed with the court of England, that until thefe pretenfions -thall be 
determined, the faid iflands thall be evacuated by both nations. And thi:: is to acquaint 
you, that it is my pleafure, that you make it known, &c." As in the former. 

Upon thefe papers I thall make but one remark, which is, that they clearly unra, 
veIled and expofed the true intention and defign, and, indeed, the whole workings 
and policy of the court of France. There were many who faw and faid this at th2: 
time, but thought it indecent and improper to publifh fo much, when our court had 
confented to accept of this expedient. But now that reafon is removed, and we are at 
full liberty to fay whatever can be faid with truth upon this fubjeec; I cannot ayoid 
doing fo, and thall difpatch it in very few words. The French had not, in their own 
opinion, any title to the ifland of St. Lucia, but what arofe from expediency. They 
faw it lay near them, and they very well knew the confequences that would follow from 
its heing fettled by the Englifh, and this, more than any advantages they expeCted 
from it, put them upon the attempt to fettle it. 

The reader may pofIibly imagine, that I only alfert this, but the faa is otherwife; 
I can really prove it. The French writers on geography and trade, nay the French 
politicians, never dreamed of any fuch thing, as appears from the books; and the 
famous Mr. Savary, in his DiCtionary of Commerce, tells us plainly, that the French 
polfefs or claim ten of the Caribbee if1ands, eight entirely, and two in conjunCtion with 
the Dutch; all of which he names, but does not include St. Lucia; which fhews that 
fuch people in France, as muft fooneft have heard of this claim, if they had any, knew 
nothing ahout it. When I fay that this fettlement was made to prevent our gaining the 
ifland, rather than from any great hopes of profit, I mean, that thefe were the motives 
of the French miniftry, becaufe they had been long of opinion, that Hifpaniola, or 
St. Domingo, ought to be the great objeCt of their concern in thofe parts of the world, 
for many reafons, which will fall properly in another place. All, therefore, that they 
defired, with refpeCt to the iflands, was to prevent our fettling upon them, which, 
befides an immediate lofs, might prejudice their future views; aud therefore they were 
willing to take polfeffion of St. Lucia as an out-work. If they kept it, it \Vas well, but 
if they kept it only from us it was better; and this was the true reafon of thE:ir propofing 
the expedient contained in the foregoing papers, which actually anfwered their ends 
better than if the ifland had been abfolutely yielded to them by us. 

But if the fituation of affairs in Europe fifteen year:;; ago was fuch, as made it rea. 
fonable for us to fufpend oUr right, which I lay down as a fuppofition, but am far from 
alferting as a faCt; the face of affairs is fince ~hanged, and gives w; now the faireft 
opportunity to eftablifh that right; if the \yar continues we may, and we ought to do 
it by force; and whenever there comes a peace, the French can aillgn no colour or 
pretence whatever, againlft the confirming that right, by renouncing their unjuft and 
ill-founded claim, to the preventing our fettling on it. If they took advantage of a paft 
conjunCture, when it was not convenient for us to break with them, it is our bufineis, 
as I hinted before, to take the benefit of the prefent conjun(tme; when, without que[. 
tion, it is the intereft, and will be confequently the bufine[.;;, of France to deny us 
nothing of this kind, if we infift upon it, that is to fay, if \ve thew we have it at heart; 
and that we are determined to exert our naval power, and to employ our negociations 
for the fervice of our own country, for the promoting our t1 ade, fecuring our naviga~ 
tion, and extending our intereft in the vVeft Indies. 
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But the quefl:ion may be aiked, what is the real value and importance of the thing 
for which you would have us contend? What is this .St. Lucia worth? ~hat can be 
made of it? Why fhould we trouble ourfelves about It. In anfwer to thIs, I can only 
fay in few words, that it has been computed, that the product and commerce of this 
ifland might, in a few years, be brought to yield Great Britain an annual rent of two 
hundred thoufand pounds; but to {hew the pofiibility or rather the probability, if not the 
certainty of this calculation, I {hall give the reader Captain Dring's defcription of this 
ifland, who went thither on purpofe to fettle it; who was a man of great underfl:anding 
in matters of this nature, and whofe honefl:y was as little quefl:ioned as his capacity; fo that 
I cannot difcern any objection that can be reafonably made to his' account, which i~ alfo 
remarkably plain and fuccinct, and with which, as to this fubject, I fhall conclude. 

" St. Lucia is about twenty-two miles in length, and eleven broad; the greatef~ 
part of it very good land, and in many places hilly, and many very rich valleys very well 
watered with fine rivers all through the iiland, which makes it exceedingly pleafant 
and delightful, and it mufi be very healthful by its being fo narrow; and the hills 
being not fo high to intercept the continual trade-winds, that ahvays ian it from the 
eafiward, whereby the heat of the climate is miti.sated, ;.nd made rather agreeable than 
troublefome. The variety of fituations that it aff~rds by the hills aDd vales, makes it 
both convenient and delightful, as well as the pleafantnefs of the profpects; and it is 
full of all trees, amongft which are great quantities of good tin)ber, fit for buildiug 
houfes and windmills; from whence both Barbadoes and Martinico have been 
furnifhed with very great quantities, and are fiiH; the cacao or chocolate nuts grows 
here very well, and there grows alfo a great deal of fufl:ic, and there is abundance of 
wild fowl. It lies wefi..north-wefl: from the iiland of Barbadoes, about twenty-four 
leagues; fouth from Martinico about feven leagues; and the fame difl:ance north by 
eafi from St. Vincent; and hath feveral good bays, and excellent harbours for {hips 
to anchor in; one of which is the Petite Careenage, where we defigned the firft 
fettlement. This harbour is on the north-wefl: part of the if1and, and IS much the finefr 
and mofl: convenient in all the Caribbee Hlands; great numbers of fhips may be there 
fafe in all kinds of weather, and it is very commodious for careening ihips of war and 
other veifels. If this iiland had been fettled, as was intended by his grace the Duke of 
Montague, proper fo"ts built, and garrifons placed therein, for the protection and 

. defence thereof, it would have been of the greatefl: importance for the fecuring the 
Leeward Iflands, and even Barbadoes, from being invaded by France in time of war? 
for no armament can be made, nor any expedition carried on by the French at Mar
{inico, againfl: any of thofe colonies, but lllUft be known at St. Lucia, almofl: as foon as 
the defign is formed, by the nearnefs of its neighbourhood to that iiland; from whence, 
likewife Barbadoes and the Leeward Wands might have notice to provide for their 
better defence. If St. Lucia were well inhabited by the Englifh, the people of Mar
tinico would know their intereft better than to enter upon any expedition againfl: 
Barbadoes or the Leeward Iflands, when they had an enemy fo near them; for they 
mun needs confider, if their men were fent off that iiland to in'fade the Leeward 
Wands, the Barbadians would join the people of St. Lucia, and fall upon Martinko in 
the abfence of their men; which would endanger the lofs of that iiland, or at leafl: 
the plunder or fpoiling of it; and 'Would be more damage to them than any benefit 
they can pro~ofe t~ themfelves, by invading the Leeward Iilands, and fo the fame if 
thel~ defign. I~ aga~nfl: ~arbadoes; the Leeward Wands people joining thefe of St. 
LUCIa, ~art111lCC: WIll be 111 the fame danger, and by that means our plantations in thofe 
parts WIll be eJ;l.tlrely fecured by the pofiefiion of St. Lucia, and it will al{o be in the 
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power of the Englifh to dillurb the French, and not in the power of the French to hurt 
the Englifh. But if both nati,))'s i110uld fit frill without hurting each other, yet 
St. Lucia will be of the greateft advantage to Great Britain, if it were appointed the 
place of rendezvous for his Majefty's {hips of war; from whence they might can· 
tinually relieve each ether, if need were, and keep always cruizing on the French, that 
tRey could not be able to have a verret go in or out of their harbour, but what might 
be intercepted by the king's {hips, and fa the trade of our plantations would thereby 
become fecured, and the II,L.lj·:inicans would have no reafon to boaft as they did in the 
late war, that they maintained their iibnds chiefly by privateering on the Engli{h, which 
i~ too well known to the merchants that have been traders to thore parts. But in cafe 
St. Lucia was fettled, and proper mealures purfued, it would entirely prevent fuch 
mifchiefs for the future, and the Englifh would foon grow too powerful for the French, 
who at prefent have greatly the advantage of the Englifu; an.d the Leeward Iflands 
are in the I~reatdt danger, in cafe of a war ,~ith France, of being invaded, which the 
Engliih planters are moil fenfible of, and it is \,,"hat the wifdt of them apprehend 
every day." 

13. The remarks that have been already m;Jd,~ in the courfe of this {caion, upon 
the feveral fubjeas to which it relates, make it unneceilary for me to detain the reader 
very long with obfervations at the clofe. But, however, fame things are both fit and 
requifite to be faid here', for the information of my readers in general; and for remind. 
ing thofe in particular \Vho have it in their power to be ufeful to the colonies. It is 
certain, that from the very time SIr 'Walter Raleigh, the father of our Englifh 
colonies, and his affociates firft proje2ced thofe eftablifuments, there have been many 
who have either found an intereft, or took a pleafure, in mifreprefenting or leirening 
the value of them. \Vhen the intention of improving thefe diftant countries, and the 
advantages that were hoped for from it, were firft fet forth, there were fame who treated 
them not only as chimerical, but as dangerous; they faid that it was very uncertain 
whether we might meet 'with fucce[s, and if we did, it might difpeople the nation. 
Thefe, and many other objeCtions, fLnving partly from a narrownefs of underftanding, 
but I am afraid chiefly from a narrownefs of heart, have been difproved by experience, 
which has {hewn that what was then propofed was praCticable in itfelf, profitable in its 
confequences, and attended with none of thofe inifchiefs that thefe timorous or ill in. 
tentioned people either apprehended or feemed to apprehend. 

The difficulties which attended, and which will always attend fettlements at the 
beginning, proved a new caufe of clamour; and many fpiteful things were [aid about the 
facrificing fo m.my Englifhmen, to the obfl:inate defire of fixing colonies in countries, 
which at that time did not produce any great advantages. But by degrees, as thefe 
difficulties were overcome thofe complaints likewife ceafed, and we heard no more of 
thefe pretended hardfhips; which, in reality, were no other than the fending fuch, as 
from the perverfenefs of their own difpofitions were capable only of doing mifchief 
here; fuch as the feverity of their creditors wo.uld have deftined to perpetual im~ 
prifonment ; and fuch as, either from lazinefs or indigence, would have perifued in 
our ftreets, to be ufeful to themfelves and to the community in the colonies. 

But when thefe complaints ceafed, others rofe in their ftead; and when it cOllld be 
no longer faid that the colonies were ufelefs, it was all edged that they were not ufeful 
enough to their mother country; that while we were loaded with taxes, they were ab. 
folutely free, and that the planters lived like princes, while the inhabitants of Great 
Britain laboured hard for a tolerable fubfiftence. This produced cuftoms and impofitions 
upon all plan.tation commodities, which if they are grievous to the_inhabitants o~ the 
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plaatations, muft turn to our difadvantage as ~ell as theirs, a~d confequently be~ome 
a great prejudice to both. At prefent there IS a vaft change III the face of affaIrS in 
.thefe parts of the world, which has confequently produ~ed a. change in the notions a~d 
fentiments of thofe who are fettled there, and ought hkewife to produce a change In 

our conduCt. The principal point in this change is, the furprizing growth of the 
French power in America, from whence we have had many warnings given us, which 
certainly were not received with fo much attention as they ought to have been. If we 
had confidered, that in the reign of king Charles II. when France had very little trade, 
and her colonies were of no great confequence, {he was almoft a match for all Europe 
befide, and that too when the maritime powers were in their moft flouri:lhing condition; 
we might have eafily forefeen to what a height her power would increafe with the help 
of colonies and commerce; but either we did not forefee it, or we fuffered ourfelves to 
be fo much taken up with nearer objeCts, that we did not fufficiently provide againft an 
evil, which of all others we ought moft to apprehend. 

The very thing that has hitherto hindered us from conceiving as we ought to do of 
our danger in this refpett, would have convinced us moft fully, if we had viewed it on 
the right fide, and reafoned upon it as became us. If we find that in conjunttion with 
the greateft powers upon the continent, we have not been able for fifty years paft, to fet 
any bounds to the ambition of France in Europe, what limits are we like to fet to her 
power America, when it comes to bear any proportion there, to what {he has attained 
here, and towards which, as we fee :lhe has already made large ftrides ? 

It may be anfwered, that at prefent {he is very far from being equal to us in ftrength in 
that part of the world; that the colonies are very apt to think themfelves in danger, 
long before they are fo; and that if their fears were really fo great as they would fome. 
times reprefent them, as they have a force fufficient, it is fcarce to be doubted that 
they would at length find a will to help and relieve themfelves. We may anfwer to 
this, that if the French had a power in America, in any degree approaching ours, our 
care might probably come too late, efpecially confidering the great change that has 

,happened there, where, inftead of having all the world for allies, we have hardly fa much 
as a friend in appearance, the Spaniards being become friends to France, and the Dutch 
having neither force, nor perhaps inclination to affift us. The nature of their govern. 
ment alfo, though it makes their fubjetts lefs happy, makes their colonies more for
midable, and enables the prince to proteCt them more effeCtually, and to grant them from 
time to time greater encouragements; fo that we need not wonder they have overcome 
fo many difficulties, or that the trade of the French iflands {hould be fo much more can· 
fiderable now than it was at the peace of Utrecht. We may be likewife fure of this, that 
the more their trade increafes, the more it will be encouraged; becaufe the French 
rniniftry pay a particular regard thereto; and as we have already {hewn in our hiftory 
of the Eaft India Company, they are never wanting to fuch as are not wanting to them
{elves; but from the great principle of promoting the grandeur of France, yield all the 
affiftance they can to what they vifibly perceive will increafe the wealth and augment 
the naval power of the kingdom. 

As to the apprehenfions of the colonies, time has :lhewn they are but too well founded; 
our fettlements upon the continent are in a manner furrounded by them; the corref. 
pondence between Canada and Louvifiana is in fome meafure fettIed; and, though a 
great length ~f time may b~ neceifary to. perfeCt the ~efigns they may have formed on 
t?at fide, yet If we do not mterpofe, as mdeed we !l1lght eafily 00, they will be fame 
tIme or other perfetted, and then we :lhall find our cIrcumftances very uneafy. This to 
every man who will but turn his thoughts upon the fubjeCt, muft appear very plain and 
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'Very certain; we fhould not therefore wonder that thofe who both fee and feel it, exprefs 
themfelves with fame warmth upon this topic: and at the wodr, our colonies had better 
alarm us too foon than flumber themrelves, and fuffer us to flumber till it is too late. 
The French have already a great power in the iilands, and if ever they ihould become 
entirely mafters of Hifpaniola, which we know not how foon they may, the effeCts 
would be fatal to us. \Ve have, at prefent, no idea of the importance of that ifland, or 
at leafr no adequate idea of it; becaufe the Spaniards, who are poifeifed of the greateft 
part of it, either from their lazinefs or their weaknefs, make no ufe of it; but we 
:!bould find it quite otherwife if the whole was in the French hands; and therefore 
amongfr all our guarantees, it would be very right to have a general guarantee for the 
Spaniih dominions in the Wefr Indies. 

As to our colonies helping themfelves, there is no doubt they do fa, or their fituation 
would be very bad. We hear daily of great things done by their privateers, but 
our fquadrons perform very little; and whoever compares the exploits done by the 
Buccaneers, who were but Wefr Indian privateers, with 'what has been done by regular 
naval force, would fcarce believe they were of the fame nation: men of war in their 
ports, and commodores and captains on ihore, do our colonies 'Jery little fervice; for 
they neither proteCt our own trade, nor difrrefs that of the enemy; fa that whatever 
expence this may create to us we ought not to charge it upon them. If any expedition 
is concerted here, we find the people in Jamaica and the Leeward Wands, ready enough 
to expend both their treafure and their blood in the execution of it; and in cafe of 
mifcarriages, we have feldom had reafon to lay the blame at their doors. As to the 
northern colonies, we have known them do fame, and attempt many great things; fo 
that it is barbarous to accufe them of being wanting to themfelves. 

The truth is, we, want a proper military force in America; and I have often 
wondered that fome way was not contrived to fend our half-pay officers thither; I do 
not mean to fend them thither upon half.pay; but to take fuch meafures as that they 
:!bould have whole-pay, one half from home, and the other raifed there. We might 
likewife make it wonh the attention of our invalids, both foldiers and feamen, who, if 
they have common fen fe, would like a comfortable efrabliihment in New York, Pen. 
fylvania, or Virginia, with their wives and families, full as well as an apartment in any 
college, or being cooped up in our garrifons, or in the Scilly Iflands. Ifby thefe, or by 
.my other methods, \YC could efl::abliDl a regular military force, and even in time of 
peace keep the men fome way or other in aClion and difcipline, our colonies would be a 
match or overmatch for the French, as experience ihews from the colony of Georgia, 
where we have been always a match, and once an over-match fir the Spaniards, by 
mere dint of military difcipline, though we had but a very handful of people. 

Thefe are things that demand immediate and general confideration. Our colonies 
were always of great confequence, but they are now of the greatefr confequence to the 
nation; for at leafr one half of our commerce depends upon them, as the whole of our 
ftrength and happinefs depends upon it: our wealth produces liberty, and our wealth 
was produced by trade, whatever leifens that will therefore effect thefe, and if ever it 
fhould be taken away, we mufl:: certainly feel what we felt before, poverty and 
arbitrary power. The wifefr ufe therefore that we can make of wealth while we have 
it is to fecure its fources, by employing our fleet in that part of the world where their 
fuccefs muft be attended with certain and immediate advantages: for difrreffing the 
trade of the French muft benefit ours. In King William's war we had Spain for an 
ally, and therefore we could not then take any advantage from her weaknefs. In the 
next general war we were neither her friend nor foe; we did her fome hurt, and our· 
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felves 'no good. But the French have bee~ gainers by both wars; they had plundered 
the Spaniards in the firft as open enemies; they ftripped them of their money in the 
laft by being pretended friends. In the prefent war we have done pretty well, and the 
French have perhaps been no great gainers by their friendihip with Spain. This 
ought to teach us the wifdom of living with that nation always either upon the beft 
terms orthe worft; as cordial allies or as open enemies; for whenever we are between 
both of thefe we are fure to be the fufferers, and the French and Dutch run away 
with all. 

It is our bufinefs therefore to continue always armed in this part of the world, where 
we have a fuperior force, and where we {bould be ever ready t? exert ie, not againft 
innocent and inoffenfive neighbonrs, but againft falfe friends and treacherous allies. If 
our legal trade with the Spaniili Weft Indies were reftored we ought to make it our 
bufinefs to fee that it be a legal trade; for it is certain that the nation neither gets nor 
Iofes, while the fame quantity of goods are difpofed of by different hands; we ought 
therefore to convince the crown of Spain, that we can treat, and mean to treat them well; 
and at the fame time, we ihould ihew them, tbat as it is not their intereft to treat us in, 
fo it is not our nature to bear it; illicit trade and conventions may do well enough for a 
feeble republic, but are beneath a powerful kingdom; that, as it owes its power to, 
ought to be always able and willing to proteCl its trade. Such are the fentiments 
which ought to infpire the breafts of Britiih ftatefmen. The reft of the world are 
c?nvinced that we have not the talents of negociation; \VC ought therefore to con
vmce them, that we do not f1:and in need of fuch talents; but that we can do our 
bufinefs without them. The Dutch, whatever language they may ufe in Europe, have 
have always talked in this tone in the Eafl:: Indies, and we ought to ufe it in the Weft ; 
while our power is great there, we {bould exert and increafe it; when once it begins 
to decline, advice will come too late, and therefore no man can be blamed for giving it 
in time, whether it b~ followed or not. It is the privilege of every freeman to fpeak 
and write for the fervice of his country, and the privilege only of a few to aCl:; but if 
the former excite, and the latter will perform, nothing is clearer, than that our country 
muft be ferved; which in this world is the worthieil end of men, and therefore what 
we fbould all purfue. 

CHAP .. 
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C HAPTE R V. 

THE HISTORY OF THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT STATE OF THE. 
COLONY OF GEORGIA; 

WITH THE ATTEMPT MADE UPON IT BY THE SPANIARDS, AND THEIR 
TOTAL DEFEAT. 

INTERSPERSED WITH ORIGINAL PAPERS. 

I. An introduDory Account of the Motives which gave Rife to this Dq/ign of fluling tl) 
the Soutb of Carolina, and tbe Nature of the COIOllY propofed.-2. A large Extrail of 
the Cbartcr granted by bis prifent Majrjty, jor iJlwrporating the Trz:Jlees, and en
abling tbclll to carry tbeir Ddign into Exccution'-3' The Rifolution taken by tbe 
TrZfflees 'Loben incorporated,jor jecuring ~]lates in Lands to tbe original Planters and 
tbeir Heirs Male, and for the perpetual Exclujion of Negroes.-4. The.fi!:fl Colony 

fent ovrr under tbe Direilion of James Ogletborpe, EfJ· tbe Town of Savannab laid 
out, and tbe fi!:fl Treaty witb tbe Creek Indians.-5· The Return of Mr. Oglethorpe 
to England in 1734, and bis bringing witb bim TOlllochicbi and otber Indians; the 
Ails prepared by the Trzijlee .. jor the Government of Georgia, approved by the Lords 
0/ Trade and PlantatioJ1s, and ratified by his Majdly.-6. Tbe great Embarkation in 
the Year 1735, on tbe extraordinary Grant of T'Wentyjive thozvand Pounds by Parlia
ment, grounded upon a Memorial jrom South Carolina; ulith a Copy of tbat Memorial. 
-7' The Hfflory of tbe Colony farther continued, together with all Account of the 
Improvement made tberein, and Indulgencies granted to tbe Planters by tbe Trz:Jlees.-
8. The.fame Subjet! pm/ued to tbe Year 1740, and a View of the Number of People 

fint over by the Trz!flees,jr07ll tbe Time their Cbarter was granted to the Clr!ft of that 
Year'-9' A Prqfpet! of the Country of Georgia as it is nO'i.i:J fettled, the Number, 
Situatioll, and Importance iftbe Towns, Forts, '0'c. ereaed tbere; with various other 
Particulars.-lo. Tbe Condition oftbe People ill this Colony on tbe breaking out of the 
War with Spain, and the Rifolution taken of aBing ill Conjunt!ion with tbe Carolinians, 
q/fenjively, agail!fl tbe Spaniards.-l 1. A IlIcciJlil Account if the Expedition againfl 
Fort St. Augl!flin, and the Conftquenees if tbat E:<pedition.-I2. Tbe Grand Ill'vqJion 
on tbat Colony by tbe whole Force of New Spain, and the true End of tbis extraordinary 
Armament.-13.The total and 'LoondClful Defeat oftbat great Force by his Majrjty's 
Forco, under the Command if General Ogletborpe.-I4-. 'I"be Congratulations on the 
News of this important and dcciJive Aaivn,jrolll tbi Govcrnors of our leveral Colonies, to 
General Ogletborpe; which jhew their Senft of tMe COlljequenccs oj tbis happy Repu!fe. 
-15. Tbe prift'llt State of tbe Colony of Gporgia conjidered, and its Importance demon-
flrated, as a Frolltier againfl tbe French and Spaniards, as an Alyfum for dfflrdfed 
Englifhmen, and joreign Protejlants ; as a necq{clry Means jor maintaining a good Cor
rifpondence witb all the Indian Nations, as an excellent Support to tbe !f/ands if Jamaica 
and Barbadoes, and as a Colony jrom whence we may reajonably expeil Silk, Wine, 
Pot-ajhes, '0'c. 

1. 1-'HE Iafl: of the Britiih colonies in point of fettlement, and of which hitherto 
we have had no accurate or juft account, much lefs a clear and authentic 

hillory, is Georgia; of \vhich I intend to treat with as much perfpicuity as pollible, that 
the 
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the reader may apprehend the nature of the country, the importance of its fituation, 
the motives upon which it was [ettled, the progrefs of that defign, the attempts and 
difappointments of the Spaniar?s, the p!efent fituation of things .th~re, an~ the hopes 
that we may rationally entertam as to Its fate and fuccefs. ThIs IS certamly a very 
extenfive plan; but at the fame time it is the only plan upon which we can proceed, in 
order to give the inquifitive and public-fpirited reader, a true notion of the nature and 
importance of this new fettlement; which is undoubtedly of far greater confequence 
to this nation than hitherto it has been generally conceived to be; and therefore fuch a 
hifiory as we propofe will be equally necerr,1.ry and entertaining; neceirary, as it effeau
ally com pleats the hifiory of the Britifh America, of which this is not only the laft 
colony in point of time, but the laft alfo in refpea to fituation, inafmuch as it extends 
as far fouthward as we claim any right to, and fills up entirely the 9ifcoveries of the 
Cabots, which have been fo often mentioned; entertaining, as it confifts almoft wholly 
of new matter, and as it fhews that even in this age, when luxury and all its attendants, 
feem to be fo firmly efiablifhed in Europe, a fcheme has been formed for ereaing in 
the pleafantefi and mofi fruitful part of North America, a Britifh fettlement, upon the 
trueft principles of virtue, induftry, and freedom, which cannot fail of ftriking firm 
and deep root, and of flourifhing in fuch a manner as to do honour to thofe worthy, 
difintereil:ed, and public-fpirited perfons who were firil: concerned in laying the foun
dation of this defign, and by whofe hearty and vigorous endeavours it has been fo far as it 
is carried into execution. 

In order to proceed regularly, it is requifite to obferve, that about fourteen years a?;o, 
when this nation enjoyed a profound peace, and when there appeared no juil: caufe to 
apprehend its being fpeedily interrupted, fome perfons of great diilinaion, from prin
ciples of true patriotifm, and love to mankind, obferving what great numbers of people 
there were in thefe kingdoms, who from a variety of misfortunes and untoward acci
dents, fourid themfelves in no condition of fubfifling, at leail: of fubGfling in fuch a 
way as to be ufeful to themfelves and the community, which is the fole means whereby 
a number of people become a bleffing, generoufiy turned their thoughts towards the 
means of employing fuch multitudes of diflreued and indigent perfons for their own 
and the public good. Thefe fpeculations produced at firil: fome thoughts of improv
ing the moil: northern parts of aUf plantations on the Continent of America; but 
upon more mature refleCtion, and for very good reafons, they changed their purpofes, 
and turned their thoughts to the fouth, particularly to that part of America which 
makes properly our frontier towards the Spaniards and the French, and which, though 
within the bounds of the province of Carolina, as defcribed in its charter, was in 
reality no part of it, as not being at all fettled; and for that reafun rather a burden 
than an advantage to the province to which it belonged. Upon confining their 
thoughts to this country, they very quickly perceived, that though it had been fo long 
negleCted, it was neverthelefs the moil: valuable part of our poffeffions in North America, 
and the mofl: capable of being made a fruitful, populous, and ufeful country, though at 
that time lying entirely wail:e, overgrown' with vail: woods, which gave fhelter to a 
few Indians, runaway negroes, and other banditti; affording great advantages to the 
Spaniards in time of war, and upon the extremities of which great incroachmeI\ts 
might be made before this nation could have proper intelligence of them. They faw 
,that as to climate and fituation no, country could claim a better, that it extended feventy 
miles from north to fouth, and that it was three hundred miles from the midil: of the 
c?ail: to the Apalach~an mountains, the country widening all the way; they were con
vmced that when a httle open and cleared, there could not be a pleafanter ~r healthier 

country 
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country upon the face of the globe; that the foil would prove fruitful and eary to be 
cultivated; that therefore people might fubfifl there upon very moderate labour; 
which circumfiances induced them to think, there could be no place more proper 
found for the habitation of the unhappy people before mentioned. 

But befides thefe fentiments of private pity, they were influenced likewife by motives 
of public utility. They forefaw that if this project could be brought to bear, it would 
turn vamy to the advantage of North and South Carolina, then lately ptlrchafed by the 
crown, by providing an effectual frontier againfl the Spaniards and the French, which 
they had hitherto wanted, and of the want of which they had loudly complained: they 
judged by this means, that new alliances might be contracted "jth the Indians; or in 
cafe that could not be effeCted, the new colony mufl certainly keep them in a\n~, and 
prevent their being fo terrible as within a few years before they had been to the peoplt' 
of Carolina: And they faw jufl reafons to believe that this new colony, when eflablifhed, 
might cultivate many rich and valuable commodities for the fervice of Great Britain. 
Thefe, and many other reafons of like nature, engaged them to think ferioufly of 
bringing fo compaffionate, fo practicable, alld fo ufeful a project to bear; iil order to 
which they found it neceiTary to apply themfelves to the crown for fufficient powers, to 
enable them to fet this undertaking on foot. They did fo, and received all the 
countenance and encouragement they could defire or expect, as will appear by the 
following extraCt from the infirument by which they were incorporated, and fo put into 
a condition of legally executing what they had fo charitably projected. 

2. " His Majefiy King George II. by his letters patent, bearing date the 9th day of 
June 1732, reciting, amongfl other things, that many of his poor fubjects were, through 
misfortunes, and want of employment, reduced to great neceffities, and would be glad 
to be fettled in any of his Majefl:y's provinces in America; where, by cultiyating the 
lands wafie and defolate, they may not only gain a comfortable fubfiflence, but alfo 
Hrengthen his Majefiy's colonies, and increafe the trade, navigation, and wealth of his 
Majefly's realms; and that the provinces in North America had been frequently 
ravaged by Indian enemies, more efpecially that of South Carolina, whofe fouthem 
frontier continued unfettled, and lay open to the neighbouring favages; and that to 
relieve the wants of the faid poor people, and to proteCt the fubjeCts of South Carolina, 
a regular colony of the faid poor people fhould be fettled and eflablifhed in the fouthern 
frontiers of Carolina; and for the confiJerations aforefaid, confiitute a corporation by 
the name of the ' Trullees, for efiablifhing the colony of Georgia in America: with 
capacity to purchafe and take lands; to fue and to be fued; to have a common feal, 
and to chufe members in the faid corporation on the third Thurfday in March yearly; 
with refhaining claufes, that no member of the faid corporation fhould have any falary, 
fee, perquifite, benefit, or profit whatfoever, for aCting therein; or fhould have any 
office, place, or employment of profit under t11e faid corporation; with a direCtion to 
the faid corporation, every year to lay an account in writing before the Lord Chancellor, 
Chief Jufiice of the King's Bench, Mafier of the Rolls, Chief Jufiice of the Common 
Pleas, llnd Chief Baron of the Exchequer, or any two of them, of all money or effeCts 
by them received. or expended, for carrying on the good purpofes aforefaid; with a 
power to make bye-laws, conflitutions, orders, and ordinances; and granted, amongfl 
other things, to the faid corporation, and their fucceifors, under the refervations therein 
mentioned, feven undivided parts, (the whole into eight equal parts to be divided), of all 
thefe lands, countries, and territories, Dtuare, lying, and being, in that part of South 
Carolina in America, which lies from the moD: northernmofl: fiream of a river there, 
called the Savannah, along the fea coaft to the fouthward, unto the mofl fouthem 
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t1retim of a certz.in other great water or river, called the Alatamaha, and wefl:ward 
from the head of the-faid rivers, refpeCtively in direct lines to the South Seas. To have 
and to hold the fame to them, the faid corporation, and their fuccelfors for ever; for 
the better fupport of the faid colony, under the yearly rent of four {hillings proclamation 
money of Somh Carolina, for every hundred acres of the faid lands, for every of which 
the faid corporation ihould grant, demife, plant, or fettle, but not to commence until 
ten years after fuch grant, demife, planting or fettling; and ereCted and created the faid 
lands, countries, and territories, into one independant and feparate province, by the 
name of Georgia; and made the inhabitants who ihould refide therein free, and not 
fubjeft to any of the laws, orders, ftatutes, or confl:itutions of South Carolina, except 
the commander in chief of the militia; and authorized the faid corporation, for the 
term of twenty-one years, from the date of the faid letters patent, to form and prepare 
lavvs, ilatutes, :md ordiIlances, for the government of the faid colony, not repugnant to 
the laws and ftatutes of England; to be prefented under their common feal to his 
1vlajeily in council, for his approbation or difallowance; and that the faid laws fo ap
proved of, ihOlild be in full force and virtue, within the faid province; and impowered 
the faid council for the time being of the faid corporation, or the major part of them, 
to difpofe of, expend, and apply all the money and effeCts belonging to the faid corpora
tion, and to make contraCts for carrying on and effeCting the good purpofes therein 
intended; and that they ihould from time to time appoint a treafurer, fecretary, and 
fuch other officers, miniilers, and fervants of the faid corporation, as they ihOlild fee 
proper for the good management of their affairs, and at their pleafure to remove them, 
and appoint others in their il:ead; and that they {holild appoint reafonable falaries, per
quifites, and other rewards for their labour or fervices; and that fuch officers {bould be 
fworn before they aCt, for the faithful and due execution of their refpeftive offices and 
places; and declared that the treafurer and fecretary for the time teing, ihould be in
capable of being members of the faid corporation; and granted to the faid corporation, 
that it {bould be lawful for them, their officers and agents, to tranfport and convey, 
into the faid pro.vince, fuch of his Majefty's fllbjeCts, and foreigners, as were willing to 
go and inhabit, and refide there; and dec];m~d all perfons born wilhin the faid province, 
and their children, and their poilerity, to be free denizens, as if they had been born 
within any of his Majeil:y's dominions; and impowered the faid common council, in the 
name of the corporation, and under their common feal, to diftribute, affign, transfer, 
z.nd fet over fuch particular portions of the faid lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
unto fuch of his Majef'ry's fubjeCts and others, ""illing to live in the faid colony, upon 
fuch terms, and for fucn efrates, and upon fuch rents, refervations, and conditions, as 
the fame might lawfully be granted; and as to the faid common council, or the major 
part of them, ihould feem fit and proper, provided no grant ihould be made of any 
part of the [aid lands, unto, or in truil:. for, or tor the benefit of, any member of the 
faid corporation; and that no greater quantity of the faid lands be granted, either 
entirely or in parcels, to, or to the ufe of, or in truft for, anyone perfon, than five 
hund~ed acres; and declared that all grants made contrary to the true intent and 
me.arnng thereof, {hall be abfolutely null and void. And granted, that the [aid corpo
ranon, for the term of twenty-one years, from the date of the faid letters patent, iliould 
have power to ereCt and conil:itutejudicatures, and courts of record, or other courts to 
be held in his Majefty>s name, for the hearing and determining all manner of crimes, 
offences, I:leas, pr~ce{fes, plaints, aCtions, matters, cau[es, and things whatfoever arifing 
or happernng :V1thm the raid province, or between perfons inhabiting or refiding there; 
and for awardmg and making out executioDs thereupon, and direCtincr the faid corpo-
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ration to regifl:er, or caufe to be regifl:ered, all leafes, grants, plantings, conveyances, 
fettlements and improvements whatfoever, as {bould at any time b'e made of any lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, \'iithin the faid province; anel yearly to tranfmit authentic 
~ccounts th-ereof, unto the auditor of the plantations, or his deputy, and to the furveyor 
of South Carolina, to infpecr and fl.lrvey the fame, to afcertain the quit-rents, which {bould 
become due according to the refervation before mentioned. But not to have or t?_ke 
any gratui~y, fee, or reward, for [uch [urvey or infpection, on forfeiture of their Gilice; 
with a provifo th(1.t all leafes, grants, and conveyances, to be made of any lands within 
the faid province, or a memorial containinr- the fubfl:ance thereof, :!bould be reC';lLrccl 
·00 

wi;h the auditors of the plantations, within one year from the date thereof; otherwife 
that the f~me {bould be void. And directed, that all rents, iifues, or profits, ·which 
ihould come to the faid corporation, ifTuing or arifing out of or from the faid province, 
ihould be laid out and applied in fuch manner, as would molt improve and enl;:rge tl:c 
faid colony, and befl anfwer the good purpofes therein mentioned, and for defI-aying 
all other charges about the fame. And directed the faid corporation, from time to 
time, to give in to one of the fecretaries of flate, :lnd to the commil1ioners of trade and 
plantations, accounts of the progreis of the [aid colony. And direded that the faid 
common council !boul'], from time to time, for the faid term of twenty-one years, fWIll 
the date of the faid letters patent, have power to appoint all fuch governors, judge:", 
magiflrates, minifl:ers, and officers, civil and military, both by fea and land, within the 
faid difl:riEt, as they !bould think fit and needful for the government of the [aid colony. 
(except fuch ofilcers as ihould be appointed for managing, collecting, and receiving 
fuch of his Majefly's revenues as ihould arife within the faid province), ·with a prm'ifo 
that ever j governor fa appointed, {hould be approved by his Majefty, and qualir)r hi1'n· 
felf as other governors in America are by law required to do, and give fecurity for 
obferving the acts of p;tdiament relating to trade and navigation, and obeying all in. 
ftructions from his Majefty, or any acting under his authority, purfuant to the faicl ads. 
And granted, that the faid corporation, for the faid term of twenty-one years, from the 
date of the [aid letters patent, !bould have power by any commander, or other officer, 
for that purpofe appointed, to train, intrufl, exercife, and govern a militia for the 
fpecial defence and fafety of the faid colony, to aifemble in martial array; and put in 
warlike pofl:ure the inhabitants of the faid colony; and in time of actual war, invafion, 
or rebellion, to ufe and exercife the law martial, and alfo to erect forts, and fortify any 
place within the faid colony; and the fame to furni!h with all necefTary ammunition, 
provifion, and frores of war, for offence and defence, and from time to time to commit 
the cuflody and government of them to fuch perfon or perfons as to them fhould feem 
meet; declaring that the Governor or Commander in Chief of South Carolina, !bould 
have the chief command of the militia. of Georgia, and that they :!bould obferve his 
orders. And granted, that the faid corpor3tion !bould have power to import and ex
port their goods, at and from any fort or ports that fhould be appointed by his Majefly, 
within the faid province, for that purpofe, without being obliged to touch at any other 
port in South Carolina. And declared, that after the end of the faid t\Y-enty-one years, 
fuch form of government, and making of laws and fl:atutes, and ordinances, for the 
government of the faid province, and its inhabitants, ihould be efbbli!bed and obfervcd 
within the fame, as his Majefl:y, his heirs and fuccefTors, ihould ordain and appoint, and 
:!bould be agreeable to law; and that after the end of the [aid twenty-one years, the 
governor, and all officers, civil and military, within the faid province, ihould be 
appointed by his Majefly, his heirs and fucceffors." 
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3. As roon as they had obtained this gracious and extenfive charter, the following 
noble and honourable perfons undertook, in quality of trufrees, to engage vigoroulIy in 
the execution of this defign, viz. Anthony Earl of Shafte{bury, John Lord Vifcount 
Percival, fince created Earl of Egmont, John Lord Vifcount Tyrconnel, James Lord 
Vifcount Lymerick, George Lord Carpenter, Edward Digby, Efq. James Oglethorpe, 
Efq. George Heathcote, Efq. Thomas Tower, Efq. Robert More, Efq. Robert 
Hucks, Efq. William Sloper, Efq. Francis Eyles, Efq. John Laroche, Efq. James 
Vernon, Efq. Stephen Hales, A. M. Richard Chandler, Efq. Thomas Frederick, Efq. 
Henry L' Apofi:re, Efq. William Heathcoate, Efq. John \Vhite, Efq. Robert Kendal, 
Efq. Richard Bundy, D. D. Their-firfr care was to obtain a fund fufficient for the 
fending over a confiderable number of people, and providing them with all kinds of 
neceifaries, towards which they fubfcribed liberally themfelves; obtained confiderable 
fums by way of colleCtion from well-difpofed people, and had befides a grant from the 
parliament of 10,0001. 

They next turned their thoughts, as to the mofl: proper method of fettling thefe 
people, when fent over to Georgia, fo as that they might be enabled to live comfortably 
themfelves, and at the fame time anfwer all the ends for which they were fent thither; 
it being judged highly reafonable, that thofe who were thus provided for, at the public 
expence, ihould be made in every refpeCt, as ufeful to the public as poffible. They 
refolved therefore to confider each inhabitant in a double capacity, as a planter, and as 
a foldier, who were confequently to be provided with arms for their defence, as well as 
tools for the cultivation of their land, and taught the exercife of both. They alfo 
refolved, that upon the firfr fettling of this colony, towns ihould be laid out, and lands 
allotted to each of them for their maintenance, as near thofe towns as poffible; that the 
former might ferve for their defence, and the latter for their fubfifrence. In confe
quence of thefe refolutions, it was agreed that every lot or portion of land, ihould 
conGfi: of fifty acres; and that it ihould be granted them in tail male, as the propereft 
tenure for the colony in its infancy, and the fitteft to preferve it from thofe inconve
niences to which it was mafi: obnoxious; and with. refpeCt to any hardihips that mIght 
arife from this tenure, they determined to remedy them occafionally, till fuch time as 
the condition of the colony ihould render an alteration neceifary. 

They likewife determined to prohibit negroes, the ufe af them feeming abfolutely 
inconfiftent with the defign of this colony, and befides this, in many refpeCts incon. 
venient and dangerous. Inconvenient, as the firfr eofr of a negro is about thirty pounds; 
a fum, that it was not ta be fuppafed- many of the people fent to Georgia cauld layout 
for themfelves ; nor was it fit that the truflees ihould do it far them, fince this would 
pay the paifage, provide tools, and defray the expence of a white man's fubfiftence for 
a year, who would then become a fecurity to the province. It was forefeen, that if a 
white man kept a negro, he would be lefs willing and lefs able ta labour himfelf. If 
fuch as were in eircumfrances to go over at their own expence, were allowed to make 
ufe of negroes, it was judged that this would difpirit the poor planters, would incline 
fuch as were poifeffed of negroes to abfent themfelves, as in other provinces; might 
enable them, if fuccefsful, to eat up and opprefs their poorer neighbours; or tempt 
them, if unfuccefsful, to mortgage or fell their lands to the negro merchants. Thefe . 
were appar:nt and great inconveniences, but the dangers were frill more numerous and 
more certam, . In the firfr place, it was evident that as the planters in Georgia were to 
be fent over WIth their families, if negroes were allowed, whenever the men were abfent 
from their plantations upon any duty, their wives and children would be at the mercy 
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of there negroes; and thus, befides the cafe of fecuring themfelves againfi: foreign 
invafions, they would be likewife tmder a neceility of providing for their domefhc 
fafety. In the next place, it was forefeen that the Spaniards at St. Auguftin would be 
continually inticing away the negroes, or inciting them to infurreCtions; the former of 
which would have been very eafy, as they had only a fmall river or two to fwim over, 
which they might do fingly as well as in parties; the latter ,vas fo much the more to be 
dreaded, as an attempt or two of this kind muft have greatly difcouraged, if not totally 
fubverted, the Englilli colony; and the certainty of thefe evils was the greatery becaufe 
in a time of profound peace, the Spaniards had praCtifed both in regard to the colony 
of South Carolina, though at a greater diftance, from whence negroes had often fled in 
little boats to the Spaniards, and been proteCted ; and they have likewife been incited 
to rife in large bodies, to the great terror of the inhabitants, and to the no [mall hazard 
of the lofs of that province; befides, the allowing negroes in Georgia, would have 
facilitated the defertion of the Carolina negroes, through this new province; and con
fequently the colony, inftead of proving, as it was intended, a frontier, and thereby 
adding ftrength to the province of South Carolina, would have proved a means of 
drawing away their {laves, to the great prejudice of the planters; and which was much 
worfe, would add thereby to the ftrength of their enemies at St. A uguftin. So that 
taking thefe confiderations together, viz. that wine, filk, pot.allies, and ocher produces, 
which we.e expeCted from the new colony, did not at all require negroes; as the 
introduCtion of them fo near to a garrifon of the Spaniards, would weaken, rather than 
ftrengthen, the barrier; and as they would introduce with them a greater propenfity to 

idlenefs among the planters, and too great an inequality among the people; it 
was thought proper to make the prohibition of them a fundamental article of the 
conftitutioh. 

When the truftees had made thefe difpofitions, and were enabled, by benefaCtions 
from the public, and feveral private perfons, on the 3d of oCtober 173:2, it was refolved 
to fend over one hundred and fourteen perfons, men, women, and children, being 
fuch as were in decayed circumftances, and thereby difabled from following any bufinefs 
in Enaland ; and who, if in debt, had leave from their creditors to go; and fuch as 
were ~ecommended by the minifter and church-wardens, and overfeers of their refpee
tive parillies ; and James Oglethorpe, Efq. one of the truftees went with them at his own 
expence, to fettle them. On the :24th of the fame month, the people were :l1l exa
mined, whether any of them had any objeetions to the terms and conditions propoCed 
to them, which they all. declared they had not, but that they were fully fatisfied with 
them' and executed articles under their hands and feals, teftifying their confents 
theret~, which are now in the public office belonging to the truftees. But four of them 
defiring their daughters might inherit as .well a~ their fons, and that their widow's 
dower might be confidered, the truftees Immedlately refolved, that every perfon who 
fuould defire the fame, lliould have the privilege of naming a fucceffor to the lands 
granted to him; who, in cafe the poffefior lliould die without iffue male, fhould hold 
the fame to them and their heirs male for ever ; and that the widows fhoulLl have their 
thirds, as in England; with which refolution the people being all acquainted, were very 
well fatisfied. 

The truftees prepared forms of government, agreeabIe to the powers given them by 
the charter; they eftablifhed llnde~ their feal a court of Judicature, for trying caufes, as 
well criminal as civil, in the town of Savannah, (the name which was given to the firft 
town to be raifed), by the name and flile of the Town Court. They a1fo appvinted 
magiftrates there, viz. three bailiffs and a recorder, and inferior officers, viz. two con-

frables 
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fiables and two tything men. They chofe for magifl:rate~, fuch as appeared to them 
the mofl: prudent and difcreet ; but amongft a number of people, who were all upon a 
level at the firft fetting out, it was impoffible to make any choice or diftinction, which 
would not create fome future uneafinefs among them. As I have no relation to, or 
connection with, the truftees of Geor;gia, I ihall take the liberty of making fome 
remarks upon their proceedings, which otherwife I ihould not have thought becoming 
either them or me. The fcheme of their incorporation is entirely new, as was the project 
of Mr. Oglethorpe's going over at his own expence, and purely to fee the people put 
into a way of living without him, ,dlOm he had extricated out of fa many difficulties, 
and who, but for this condefcenfion in him, muft have fallen back into thore difficulties 
again. The attempts of Sir Walter Raleigh, for fettling of Virginia, were of this 
nature with refpect to him; that is to fay, what he did was from a motive of public 
fpirit ; but what the Virginia company did, ''las from a principle of gain; whereas this 
whole defign rofe from the charitable and beneficent difpofition of a few worthy 
and good men, and has been hitherto conducted according to the fame difpofition, 
f0r the benefit of the colony, and of the public; and from no other vie'N or intereft in 
the truftees, but the making themfelves happy from the confcioufi1efs of well doing; 
which at the fame time that it reflects reputation upon them, does the high eft honour 
to this age and country, in \vhich the defire I have to have fome fmall ihare, produced 
the pains taken in this chapter, which I flatter myfelf will, like its fubject, prove of 
great utility to the public. 

4. On the 15th of November Mr. Oglethorpe fet out for Gravefend, from whence 
he foon failed for Carolina, where they arrived on the 15th of January following, and 
were received at Charles Town by the Governor, with great kindnefs and civility; who 
ordered Mr. Middleton, the King's pilot, to carry the fhip into Port Royal, and fmall 
craft to convey the colony from thence to the river SavaIU1ah. In ten hours they pro
ceeded to Fort Royal. On the 18th Mr. Oglethorpe went afhore upon French's Hland, 
and left a guard upon John's, being a point of that ifland, which commands the channel, 
a.nd is about half way between Beaufort and the river Savannah. They had orders to 
prepare huts, for the reception of the people in their paifage from thence. Mr. Ogle
thorpe went to Beaufort Town, and was faluted with a difcharge of the artillery, and 
had a new Barrack fitted up, where the colony landed on the 20th, and were chearfully 
affifted by Lieutenant Wats and Enfign Farrington, and the other officers of the inde
pendent company; as alfo by Mr. Ledebar, and other gentlemen of the neighbourhood; 
from thence he went to view the Savannah river, and pitched upon a convenient fpot of 
ground, ten miles up the river, on which he defigned to build a to\vn. The reader will 
obferve that this was exactly agreeable to the refolutions taken by the trufl:ees at home; 
and as there was no time loft in fixing upon the place, fo on the 9th of February the 
town was marked out, and. the firft houCe begun. 

The chief reafons that determined Mr. Oglethorpe in the choice of this place were, 
health, pleafure, and conveniency. Before his arrival in the country, it had the name 
of an Indian nation, viz. Yammacraw, who inhabited here, under the command of the 
chief, Tomochichi, and who readily gave them place, and entered into a clofe friendfhip 
with him; fa much the more agreeable to both parties, as there was no other Indian 
nation within fifty miles. But Mr. Oglethorpe called the town by the name of the 
River Savannah. It lies, according to Captain Gafcoign's obfervations, in the latitude 
of 3 I degrees 58 minutes, which he took of Tybee, an ifland that lies at the mouth of 
the Savannah River. It is difiant from Charles Town fouth-weft, according to the 
courfe and windings of the rivers and creeks, about one hundred and forty miles, but 

by 
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by a direCt courfe feventy-feven, allowing Sullivan's Ii1and to be in the latitude of 32 
degrees 47 minutes; from Augufrin nonh-e:tfl: and by eaft one hundred and forty 
miles; and by the courfe of the rivers is diftant from Fort Moore three hundred miles; 
but upon a direCt line but one hundred and fifteen miles north-weft and by \"eft; this 
bluff is dii1ant ten miles from the mouth of the river on the fouth fide; and Parryf
burgh is twenty-four miles aboye it, on the north, and is fa iltuated as to have a 
beautiful profpeCl:, both up and uown the river. It is very fandy and barren, and 
confequently a wholefome place for a to\\ll or c~ty, if Savannah fnould ever grow up 
and rival Philadelphia. 

After putting- things into order here, and aili:;ning evr.ry man his proper ftation and 
employment, Mr. Ogl~thorpe, in company with Colon.J Bull, who came from Charles 
Town to pay him a vifit, and teftified great fatisfaCtion at the progrefs they made, fet out 
for Charles To wn to folic it fuccours for his colOJ, y. Bdore \';e take notice of the 
fuccefs he met with on that occafion, it mz,y not be amifs to tr~mfcribe a paragraph 
from the South Carolina Gazette, dated Charles Town, March 2:2d, 173:2, in which 
there is an account given of the journey to Georgia, \\hich will fl1ew the i~ntiments of 
the people of that colony, at a time when they were freed from all prejudices, appre
henfions) and prepolfeilions. After defcribing the town in the manner we have done, 
they fay, " When I.hey, that is the new colony, arrived, there was ftanding on it, viz. 
the place where the town now ftands, a great quantity of the beft forts of pines, moft 
of Vvhich are already cut down on the fpot wh~re the town is laid out to build. The 
land is barren about a mile back, when you come into very rich ground; and on both 
fides, within a quarter of a mile of the town, is choice good planting land. Colonel 
Bull told me that he had been feven milE'S back, and round it extraordinary good. 
Mr. Oglethorpe is indebtigable, takes a ,c~ljl deal of pains; his fare is but indifferent, 
having little elfe at prefent but ['-dt proviJions: he i:; extremely well beloved by all his 

'people. The general title tlwy give him is FclthLr. If any of them are fick, he imme
diately viflts them, and takes a great ,leal of care oj' them. If any difFerences arife, he 
is the perfon that decides them: t\\U happened while I was there, and in my prefence, 
and all the parties wen.t a \\!~ly, to outward appearance, btisfied and contented with his 
determination. He keeps a ftriCt difcipline; I never bw one of his people drunk nor 
heard one ["vear, all the time I \P.S there. E," does not allow them rum, but in lieu 
gives them Englifh beer. It is furpriung to fee how chearfully the men go to work, 
confide ring they haye not been bred to it. There are no idlers there, eVen the boys 
and girls do their parts. There are four houfes alreacly up, but none finifh.ed; and he 
llOpes when he has got more fawyers, which I fuppofe he will have in a thort time, to 
finifll two houfes in a week. He has plowed up fame land, part of which he fowed 
with wheat, which is come up, and looks promifing. He has two or three gardens, 
which he has fowed with divers forts of feeds; and planted thyme, \\ith other forts of 
pot- herbs, i"age, leeks, fcallions, celery, liquorice, 8,c. and feveral forts of fruit trees. 
He was pallifading the town, and inclofing fome part of the common, which I do fup
pofe may be finiilied in a fortnight's time. In iliort, he has done a vafl: deal of work for 
the time; and I think his mme ought to be immortalized." 

This fufficiently iliews how well pleafed the people at Carolina were, as indeed they 
had reafon to be, with this new fettlement; as a further teftimony of \\hich, not only 
the aifembly, but the people in general, contributed largely to the ailiftance of the new 
comers; five hundred pounds of which money Mr. Oglethorpe laid out immediately in 
cattle, and having given other direCtions for providing at Charles Town what his people 
might have occafion for, he very fpeedily fet OLlt on his return from Savannah, and on 
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his way lay at Colonel Bull's h?ufe on ~fhly River. !he~e the, ~everend Mr. ,Guy, 
ReCtor of St. John's Parifh, waited on hIm, and told hIm hIs panfhlOners had ralfed a 
handfome contribution. Being arrived at Savanr.ah, he found that Mr. Wiggan, the 
int.erprete~, with the chief men of the Lower Creek natio?, h~d b~en to treat of an 
allIance WIth the new colony. The Lowei Creeks are a natIOn 01 IndIans, who formerly 
confif1:ed of ten, but now are reduced to eight, tribes, who have each their different 
government, but are allied together, and fpeak the fame language. They claim from 
the Savannah River as far as St. Auguf1:in and up Flint River, which falls into the bay 
of Mexico. Tomochichi, Mica, and the Indians of Yammacraw were of the Creek 
nation and language. 

Mr. Oglethorpe received the Indians in one of the new houfes. They were as follows: 
From the tribe of Coweeta, Yahan Lakee, their King or Mico, Eifaboo, their warrior, 
the fan of Old Brim, lately dead; whom the Spaniards called Emperor of the Creeks, 
with eight men and two women attendants. From the tribe of Cuifetas, Cuifeta, their 
Mico, Tatchiquatchi, their head warrior, with four attendants. From the tribe of 
Owfeecheys, Ogeefe, the Mico or War King; Neathlouthko and Ougachi two chief 
men, with three attendants. From the tribe of Cheechaws, Outhleteboa, their Mico, 
Thlautho.thlukee, Figeer, Sootamilla, War Captains, with three attendants. From 
the tribe of Echetas, Chutabeeche and Robin, two War Captains, (the l?.tter was bred 
among the Englifh), with four attendants. From the tribe of Polachucolas, Gillattee, 
their Head vVarrior, and five attendants. From the tribe of Oconas, Oueekachumpa, 
called by the Englifh Long King, Koowoo, a "V'arrior. From the tribe of Eufaule, 
Tumaumi, Head Warrior, and three attendants. 

The Indians being all feated, Oueekachumpa, a very tall old man, fiood, and made 
a fpeech, which was interpreted by Mr. Wiggan and Mr. Mufgrove, and was to the 
following purpofe: He 'firfi claimed all the lands to the fouthward of the River 
Savannah, as belonging to the Creek Indians. They then faid, though they were but 
poor and ignorant, he that had given the Englifh breath had given them breath alfo. 
That he that had made both had given more wifdom to the white men. That 
they were perfuaded that the great power which" dwelt in heaven, and all around, 
(and then he fpread out his hands and lengthened the found of his words), and which 
hath given breath to all men, had fent the Englifh thither for the inf1:ruCtion of them, 
their wives and children: That, therefore, they gave them up freely their right to all 
the land they did not ufe themfelves. That this was not only his opinion, but the 
opinion of the eight towns of the Creeks, each of whom having confulted together, had 
fent fame of their chief men with :£kins, which is their wealth. 

Then the chief men brought a bundle of buck ikins, and laid eight from the eight 
towns before Mr. Oglethorpe. He faid thefe were the befi things they hadl.! and that 
they gave them with a good heart. He concluded with thanking him for his kindnefs 
to Tomochichi, Mica, and his Indians, to whom he faid he was related, and though 
Tomochichi was banifhed from his nation, that he was a good man and had been a great 
warrior; and it was for his wifdom and juilice that the banifhed men had chofe him king. 
He alfo faid, that he had heard that the Cherokees had killed fame Englifhmen, and that 
if Mr. Oglethorpe would command them, they would enter their whole force into the 
Cherokee country, dearoy their harvefi, kill the people, and revenge the Englifh. 
When he had done fpeaking, Tomochichi came in with the Yammacraw Indians, and 
making a low obeifance, faid, I was a banifhed man, and I came here poor and helplefs 
to look for good land near the tombs of my ancefiors, and when the Englifh came to 
this place, I feared you would drive us away; for we were weak and wanted corn. 

But 
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But you confirmed our land to us, and gave us food. Then the chiefs of the other 
nation made fpeeches to the fame purpofe as Oueekachumpa's. 

After which they agreed with Mr. Oglethorpe on a treaty of alliance and commerce, 
'which was figned by him and them. A laced coat, a laced hat, and a fhirt, were given 
to each king, and to each of the warriors a gun, a mantle of duffils, and to all their at· 
tendants coarfe cloth for cloathing, and other things. The articles of agreement were, 
1. The truftees agreed to let their people carry into the Indian towns all forts of goods 
fitting to trade .at rates and prices fettled by the treaty. II. Reftitution and reparation 
to be made for injuries on both fides, and criminals to be tried and punifhed accord. 
ing to the Englifh law. III. Trade to be withdrawn from any Indian town offending 
againft treaty. IV. The Englifh to poLfefs all lands not ufed by the Indians, provided, 
that upon fettling of every new town the Englifh fhould fet out for the ufe of their 
nation, fuch lands as fuould be agreed on between the Englifh beloved men, and the 
head men of their nation. V. To reaore all runaway negroes, and carry them either 
to Charles Town, the Savannah, or Petachuchula garrifon, upon being paid for every 
fuch negro four blankets, or two guns, or the value thereof in other goods, if taken on 
the other fide Ocorivy River; and one blanket if the negro is killed in taking or 
endeavouring to make his efcape. VI. Laftly, They promife, with ftrait hearts and 
love to their brother Englifh, to give no encouragement to any other white people to 
fettle there, and to all this they fet the marks of their families. This treaty being 
concluded, Mc Oglethorpe thought fit to return into England, as well to report the 
fituation things were in, in that country, as to procure the neceLfary fupplies for pro
moting the new colony. 

S' In the month of June 1734 Mr. Oglethorpe arrived rafely in England, bringing 
with him Tomochichi, mica or king of the Yammacraws; Senawki, his confort, and 
Toonakowi, the prince his nephew, as alfo Hillifpilli, a war captain, and Apakowtfki, 
Stimalechi, Sintouchi, Hinguithi, and Umphychi, five other Indian chiefs, with their 
interpreter. They were lodged at the Georgia-Office, Old Palace-Yard, where they 
were handfomely entertained; and, being fuitably dreLfed, were introduced to the 
court, then at Kenfington. Tomochichi prefented to the king feveral eagles feathers; 
which, according to their cull:om, is the moft refpeCtful gift he could offer, and made 
the following fpeech to his majefty: "This day I fee the majefty of your face, and 
greatnefs of your houfe, and the number of your people; I am come for the good of 
the whole nation called the Creeks, to r~ew the peace they had long ago with the 
Englifh. I am come over in myoid days; though I cannot live to fee any advantage 
to myfelf. I am come for the good of the children of all the nations of the Upper 
and Lower Creeks, that they may be inftruCl:ed in the knowledge of the Englifh. 
Thefe ar~ the feathers of the eagle, which is the fwifteft of birds, and who Rieth all 
round our nations. Thefe feathers are a fign of peace in our land; and we have· 
brought them over to leave them with you, O! great king, as a fign of everlafting 
peace. 0 ! great king, whatfoever words you fhall fay unto me I will tell them faith. 
fully to all the kings of the Crt"ek nations." To which his Majefty made a gracious 
anfwer, aLfuring thofe nations of his proteCtion and regard. 

Thefe Indians, but more efpecially their mica or. prince, gave evident marks, during 
their ftay in Enghmd, of good fenfe, and of a fincere inclination to carryon a friendly 
<orrefpondence between their own nation and ours; and therefore they defired of the 
trull:ees, that the meafures, prices, and qualities of goods to be purchafed by them, 
with their deer-ikins, might be fettled, as likewife the weights; that nobody might 
be allowed to trade with the Indians in Georgia, without a licence from the truftees, in 
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order, that if they were in any refpeB: injured, or defrauded by the traders, they 
might know where to complain. And they further defired, that there might be but 
one fiore-houfe in each Indian town, for fupplying them with the goods they might 
want to purchafe, from whence the traders ihould be obliged to fupply them at their 
fixed prices. The reafon which the Indians gave for this application was, becaufe the 
traders with' them had often, in an arbitrary manner, raifed the price of goods, and 
defrauded them in the weights and meafures; and, by their impofitions, had ofteH. 
created animofities between the Engliih and Indians, which had frequently ended in war$ 
between them, prejudicial to both. 

In compliance with this requefi of theirs, the trufl:ees prepared a law, intided, " An 
aCt for maintaining the peace with the Indians in the province of Georgia;" which 
contained the fame regulations and provifions that were made in an aCt paired by the 
council and affembly in 80uth Carolina, in the year 173 I, which aCt would have 
reached the country now called Georgia, if it had not been ereCted into a feparate pro
vince. They likewife prepared another law, calculated for the fame falutary purpofe, 
I mean the preventing any dangers from the Indians, by the pernici()us effeCts of fpiri
tuous liquors, as well as the health of the people already fettled, and that might be 
fettled, in their new colony, which was intitled, " An aCt to prevent the importation 
and ufe of rum and brandies in the province of Georgia, or any kind of fpirits, or 
ftrong waters whatfoever." They likewife prepared a third law, upon a very mature 
deliberation, and for the reafons before-mentioned, intitled, "An aCt for rendering 
the colony of Georgia more defenfible, by prohibiting the importation of black ilaves, 
or negroes, in the fame." Thefe three aCts were laid before the King in council, in the 
month of January following; and after a report from the board of trade, that they 
were pmper to receive his Maje1l:y's approbation, they were accordingly ratified. Two 
embarkations were made this year, whofe numbers are hereafter mentioned, which 
confifl:ed chiefly of Saltfburghers, who with the Saltfburghers that went before, were 
fettled in a town called by them Ebenezer, upon the river Savannah, at fome diftance 
above the t0wn; and by the fobriety and induftry of the people, they prove a very 
thriving fettlement. 

6. In the fucceeding year 1735, the trufiees were encouraged by an extraordinary 
fupply of twenty-fix thoufand pounds, granted by parliament, and very confiderable 
benefaCtions, as well in Carolina as in England, to think of making very confiderable 
embarkations for firengthening the fouthern part of Georgia; and to obviate any 
objeCtion that might be made, as in undertakings of this nature objeCtions will never 
be waming, at their fending- ufeful poor from hence, it was refolved that thefe embark. 
ations fhould confifi mofl:ly of people from the north of Scotland, and perfecuted 
German proteftants. The reader will obferve, that by the care taken in this ref peer, 
the nation gained a very confiderable advantage, fince by this means the overflowings 
?f all t?e northern countries of Europe, which are known to breed robufi, hardy and 
mdufl:nous people, were fecured for our fervice, and carried over and fettled in that 
par~ o~ his Majefty's dominions \~here fuch people were wanted moil; where, from 
theIr Clrcumfiances, they were obhged to fulfil (as indeed they have always done), the 
ends for which they were fent thither; and fo became an acceffion of firength of great 
confequence and advantage, at a very fmall and inconfiderable expence. But that the 
~eader may be f~lly apprized of, and perfeCtly comprehend the true reafons which 
mduced the parl~al11ent to grant f~ mu~h money, for the fettlement and improvement 
of the colony thIS year, and may hkeWlfe be enabled to judge of the weight and import
ance of thefe reafons) it is requifite to inform him, that the colony of South Carolina 
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drew up a memorial, dated the 9th of April T 734, figned by Robert Johnfon, Efq~ 
their Governor; Thomas Broughton, Prefident of the Council; and Paul Jenys,Speaker 
of the Commons; containing a reprefentation of the ftate and condition of that pro": 
vince, and therein fa full, fo clear, and fa authentic an account of faCts, equally curious 
and important, that it is impoffible to fet them down either in fewer or better words 
than are ufed in that memorial; part of which, therefore, we !hall give here, and 
!hould very willingly have given the whole, if the nature of our work would have allowed 
us room. 

" Your Majefty:s fubje8:s of this province, having often felt, with hearts full of 
gratitude, the many fignal inftances of your moft [acred Majefty's peculiar favour and 
prote8:ion to thefe diftant parts of your dominions, and efpecially thofe late proofs of 
your Majefty's moft gracious and benign care, fa wifely calculated for the protet1:ion of 
this your Majefty's frontier province on the Continent of America, by your royal 
charter to the truftees for eftablifhing the colony of Georgia; and your great good
nefs fo rightly and timely applied in prote8:ing the fettlement of the Swifs at Purryf
burg. Encouraged by fuch juft views of your Majefty's wife and paternal care, extended 
to your remoteft fubje8:s; and excited by the duty which we owe to your moft facred 
Majefty, to be always watchful for the fupport and fecurity of your Majefty's intereft, 
efpeciallyat this very critical jun8:ure, when the flame of a war breaking out in Europe, 
may very fpeedily be lighted here, in this your Majeil:y's frontier province, which by 
its fituation is known to be of the utmoft importance to the general trade and traffic of 
America; We therefore, your Majefty's moft faithful governor, council, and com
mons, convened in your Maiefty's province of South Carolina, crave leave with great 
humility to reprefent to your Majefly the pre[ent ftate and condition of this your pro
vince, and how greatly it ftands in need of your Majefty's gracious and timely fue
cour in care of a war, to afiift our defence againft the French and Spaniards, or any 
other enemies to your Majefty's dominions, as well as againfl the many nations of 
favages, which fo nearly threaten the fafety of your Majefty's fubjefrs. 

" The province of Carolina, and the new colony of Georgia, are the fouthern 
frontiers of all your Majefty's dominions on the Continent of America; to the fouth 
and fauth-weft of which is fituate the ftrong caflle of St. Auguftin, garrifoned by four 
hundred Spaniards, who have feveral nations of Indians living under their fubje8:ion, 
befides feveral otherJmall fettlements and garrifons near the A ppellaches, fame of which 
are not eighty miles diftant from the colony of Georgia. To the fauth-weft and weft 
of us, the French have already ere8:ed a confiderable town near Fort Thouloufe on 
the Moville river, and feveral other forts and garri[ons, fame not above three hundred 
miles diftant from our fettlements; and at New Orleans on the MiiIliIippi river, fince 
her late Majefty Queen Anne's war, they ha~e exceedingly encrea[ed their ilrength 
and traffic, and have now many forts and garn[ons on both fides of that large river, 
for feveral hundred miles up the fame. And fince his moil Chriftian Majel1:y has 
taken out of the Miffiffippi Company the government of that country i!1to his ov:n 
hands, the French natives of Canada come daily down in !hoals, .to fettle all along that 
river, where many regular forces have been fent over by the Kmg, to flrengthen the 
garrifons of thofe places; and according to our beft and lateft advices, they have five 
hUlldred men in pay conftantly employed. as wood-rangers,. to k.eep th~ neighbouring 
In:!ians in fubje8:ion, and to prevent the dlftant ones from dlfturbmg theIr fettlements ; 
which management of the F~ench has fo well fucceeded~ t?at we are very well aiTurcd 
they have wholly now in theIr poiTeffion, and unde: thelr. mf\uence, the ieveral :1Uir:!~r
OUS nations of Indians that are fituate near the MlffiffipPl River; one of which, called 
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the Choctaws, by eUimation, confifting of about five thoufand fighting men, and who 
were always deemed a very warlike nation, lies on this fide the river, not above four 
hundred miles diflant from our out-fettlements. Among whom, and feveral other 
nations of Indians, many French Europeans have been fent to fettle, whom the prieUs 
and miiIionaries among them encourage to take Indian wives, and ufe divers other 
allurinO" methods to attach the Indians the better to the French alliance; by which 
means ~he French are become thoroughly acquainted with the Indian way of warring 
and living in the woods, and have now a great number of white men among them,. 
able to perform a long march, with an army of Indians, upon any expedition. 

" We further beg leave to inform your MajeUy, that if the meafures of France 
£hould provoke your MajeUy to a fl:ate of hofl:ility againfl: it in Europe, we have great 
rearons to expeCt an invafion will be here made upon your Majefl:y's fubjeCts, by the 
French and the Indians, from thefe MiiIiiIippi fettlements; they have already paved a 
way for a defign of that nature, by ereCting a fort called the Albama Fort, alias Fort 
Louis, in the middle of the Upper Creek Indians, upon a navigable river leading to 
Moville, which they have kept well garrifoned, and mounted with fourteen pieces of 
cannon; and have already been prevented from ereCting a fecond nearer to us in that 
quarter. The Creeks are a nation very bold, aCtive, and daring, confifl:ing of abOl:lt 
thirteen hundred fighting men (and not above one hundred and fifty miles difl:ant from 
the ChoCtaws), whom though we heretofore have traded with, claimed, and held in 
our alliance, yet the French, on account of that fort, and a fuperior ability to make 
them liberal prefents, have been for fome time fl:riving to gain them. over to their 
interefl:, and have fucceeded with fome of the towns of the Creeks, which if they can 
be fecured in your Majefty's interefl:, are the only nation which your Majefty's fubjeccs 
here can depend upon, as their beft barrier againfl: any attempts either of the French 
or their confederate Indians. 

" We moft humbly pray leave further to inform your Majefl:y, that the French at 
Moville, perceiving that they could not gain the Indians to their intereft without buy
ing their deer {kins, which is the only commodity the Indians have to purchafe necef. 
[aries with, and the French not being ahle to difpqfe of thofe !kins, by reafon of their 
having no vent for them in Old France, have found means to encourage veifels from 
hence, New York, and other places which are not prohibited by the aCts of trade, to 
truck thofe {kins with them for Indian trading goods, efpecially the Britilh woollen 
manufaCtures, which the French difpofe of to the Creeks and ChoCtaws, and other 
Indians; by which means the Indians are much more alienated from our intereft; and, 
on every occafion, objeCt to us, that the French can fupply them with fhrouds and 
blankets as well as the Englifh; which would have the contrary effeCt, if they were 
wholly furnifhed with thofe commodities by your Majefl:y's fubjeCts trading among 
them. If a ftop were therefore put to that pernicious trade with the French, the Creek 
Indians chief dependence would be on this government, and that of Georgia, to fupply 
them with goods; by which means great part of the ChoCtaws living next the Creeks, 
would fee the advantage the Creek Indians enjoyed, by having Britifh woollen manu
fatlures wholly from your Majefl:y's fubjetts, and thereby be invited, in a !hort time, 
to enter into a treaty of commerce with us, which they have lately made fome offers 
for, and which, if effeCted, will foon leifen the interefl: of the French with thefe Indians, 
and by degrees attach them to that of your Majefl:y. 

'~ T~e .only exp~dient we :an prop.ofe to recover and confirm that nation to your 
M<ljefty s mtereft, IS by fpeedlly making them prefents, to withdraw them from the 
Fren~h alliance, and by building fome forts among them. Your Majefty may be put 
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into fuch a fituation, that on the firfi notice of hofiilities with the French, your Majefiy 
may' be able to reduce at once the Albama Fort, and we may then fiand againfi the 
French and thei!: Indians; which if not timely prepared for, before a war breaks out, 
we have too much reafon to fear we may be foon over-run by the united firength of 
th7 French, and the Creeks and Chottaws, with many other nations of their Indian 
allIes; for fhould the Creeks become wholly our enemies, who are well acquainted with 
all our fettlements, we probably fhould alfo foon be deferted by the Cherokees, and a 
few other fmall tribes of Indians; who for the fake of our booty, would readily join to 
make ~s a prey to the French and favages. Ever fince the late Indian war, the offences 
then glven us by the Creeks, have made that nation,jealous of your Majefifs fubfecrs 
of this province. We have therefore concerted meafures with the honourable James 
Oglethorpe, Efq. who being at the head of a new colony, will, we hope, be fuccefs
ful for your Majefi:y's interefi among that people. He has already, by prefents, attached 
the Lower Creeks to the fervice of your Majefi:y, and has laudably undertaken to en
deavour the fixing a garrifon among the Upper Creeks; the expence of which is already 
in part provided for, in this feffion of the general aifembly of this province.. We 
hope therefore to prevent the French from incroaching farther on your Majelly's terri. 
tories, until your Majefi:y is gracioufiy pleafed further to firengthen and fecure 
the fame. 

" We find the Cherokee nation has lately become very infolent to your Majefi:y's 
fubjeCls trading among them,notwithfi:anding the many favours which the chiefs of that 
nation received from your Majelly in Great Britain; befides a confiderable expence 
which your Majelly's fubjeCls have been at, in making them prefents, which inclines 
us to believe that the French, by their Indians, have been tampering with them. We 
therefqre beg leave to inform your Majefi:y, that the building and mounting fame fGlrts 
alfo among the Cherokees, and making them prefents, will be highly neceifary to keep 
.hem fieady in their duty to your Majelly, left the French may prevail in feducing that 
nation; which they may the mme readily be inclined to, from the profpeCl of getting 
confiderabJe p-lunder in flaves, cattle, and commodities, which they very well know they 
have among us. Several other forts will be indifpenfibly neceifary, to be a cover to 
your Majefty's fubje8:s fettled backwards in this province, as alfo to tho[e of 'the 
colony of Georgia, both which in length are very extenfive. For though the truftees 
for efi:ablifhing the colony of Georgia, by a particular fcheme 0f good management, 
faithfully conduCted by the gentlemen....engaged here in that: charitable enterprize, have 
put that fmall part of the colony which he has yet been able to ellablifJl, in a tenable 
condition againft the Spaniards of Florida, which lie to the fouthward; yet the back 
expofition of thofe colonies to the vall number of French and Indians, which border 
on the wellward, . mun, in cafe of a war, cry greatly aloud for your Majelly's gracious 
and timely fuccour. The expence of our [afety on fuch an occafion, we mull in all 
humility, acquaint your Majefty, either for men or money, can never be effeCted by 
your Majefty's fubjeCls of this province, who, in conjunClion with Georgia, do not, in 
the whole, amount to more than three tllOllfand five hundred men that compofe the 
militia, and wholly confill of planters, traders, and other men in buflllefs." 

There are fame other paragraphs in this memorial which are :ftill more worthy of 
notice, and which therefore we fh_~ll give the reader in the words thereof. " We 
mufi: further beg leave to inform your Majefty, that amidll our other perilous circum
fiances, we are fubjeCl to many intefi:inedangers, from the great number of negroes that 
that are now among us, who amount, at leafi:, to twenty-two thoufand perfons, and are 
three to one of all your Majefty's white fubjeB:s in this province. Infurretl:ions againll 
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us have been oftert attempted, and would at any time prove veryfatal, if the Freneb 
fhould inftigate them by artfully giving them ~n expeaati~n of freedom. In fuch a 
fituation we moft humbly crave leave to acquamt your MaJefty, that even the prefent 
ordinary expences, neceffary for the care and fupport of this your Majefty's province 
and government, cannot be 'provided for by Y0':lr Majefty's fubjeEts of t?is. province, 
without your Majefty's gracIOUS pleafure to contmue thofe laws, for eil:abhfhmg the tax 
on negroes, and other duties, for feven years, and for appropriating the laws which 
now lie before your Majeil:y, for your royal affent and approbation; and the further 
expences that will be requifite for the ereCting fame forts, and eftablifhing garrifons in 
the feveral neceffary places, fa as tbl form a barrier for the fecurity of this your Majefty's 
province, we moil: humbly fubmit to your majefty. 

" Your Majefty's fubjeCts of this province, with fulnefs of zeal, duty, and affetl:ion, 
to your moil: gracious and facred Majefty, are fa highly fenfible of the great importance 
of this province to the French, that we muil: conceive it more than probable, if a war 
fhould happen, they will ufe all endeavours to bring this country under their fubjetl:ion. 
They would thereby be able to fupply their fugal' iilands with all forts of provifions and 
lumber, by an eafy navigation trade, which, to our great advantage, is now not fo 
praCticable from the prefent French colonies: befides the facility of gaining then to 
their interefl moft of the Indian trade on the northern continent, they might alfo eafily 
unite the Canadees and ChoCtaws with the many other nations of Indians which are 
now in their intereft. And the feveral ports and harbours of Carolina and Georgia, 
which now enable your Majefty to be abfolutely mafier of the paffage through the Gulph 
of Florida, and to impede, at your pleafure, the tranfportation home of the Spanifh 
treafure, would then prove fa many convenient harbours for your Majefty's enemies, 
by their privateers or fhips of war, to annoy a great part of the Britifh trade to America, 
as well as that which is carried on through the gulph from Jamaica, befides the lofs which 
Great Britain muft feel in fa confiderable a part of its navigation, as well as the exports 
of mans, pitch, tar, and turpentine, which, without any dependance on the northern 
powers of Europe, are from hence plentifully fupplied for the ufe of the Britifu 
fhipping. 

" This is the prefent fiate and condition of your Majefl-y's province of South Caro
lina, utterly incapal)le of finding funds fufficient for the detence of this wide frontier, 
and fa deftimte of white men, that even money itfelf cannot here raife a fufficient body 
of them-." The great length of this memorial prevents our making many remarks 
thereon; fame few, however, are abfolutely requifite. 

The reader will, from hence, fee how well-timed and how well contrived, the new 
fettlement of Georgia was, in the opinion of thofe who were the beft judges; how 
juft and how prudent the precaution of the trufiees in prohibiting negroes; and how 
wifely and happily for the public fervice they contrived to fend over, both from our 
own country, and other parts of Europe, white people, and Proteftants, by which they 
cffetl:ually provided for the fecurity of all the northern colonies behind it; which, when
ever this country comes to be thoroughly peopled, as it may be in a very few years time 
in days Gf peace, if due attention be had thereto, will be fuch a barrier, as neither Spa
niards nor French can ever break through, and confequently will for ever put an end 
to thofe terrors and apprehenfions, that are fa ftrongly and fa emphatically expreifed 
in the foregoing paper. Bm to proceed in our hiftory . 
. In the month of January, 1735, the High~anders arrived in Georgia (and with them 
leveral of the fame country, as fervants to pnvate grantees). They were fettled on the 
Alatamaha river, about fixteen miles diftant by water from the iiland of St. Simon, 
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which is at the mouth of the river. They foon raifed convenient huts till their houfes 
could be built; and the town, at their own defire, was called Darien, which name that 
difiritt ftill retains; but the town which they afterwards built they thought fit to call 
New Invernefs. 

On the 6th of February fcllowing the great embarkation, under the direCtion of Mr. 
Oglethorpe, arrived, and the people were [ettled upon the if1and of St. Simon. The 
Creek Indians, who came down upon this occafion, in confequence of their claiming 
a right to the country, were treated with, and agreed that the Englifu fhould poJIefs 
that, and all the iflands adjacent, which neceifary J1ep being taken, the town of Frede
rica was foon laid out, and the people fet to work in'building houfes. ·When I call this 
the great embarkation, it feems but reafonable that I f110uld exprefs the number of per
fons fent over, which were four hundred and feventy; and it is Iikewife fit to fay fome
thing of the ifland upon which they were fettled. In point of fituat:\);1, a better could 
hardly be wifhed for in that part of the world, lying, as it does, at the mouth of a very 
fine river; the fize of it too was very convenient, being about fortY-Dye miles in ex
tent, the foil rich and fruitful, full of oak and hickery trees, intermixed with meadows 
and old Indian fields. 

As foon as this fettlement was made, care was taken for its fecurity, and for the for1 
tifications of the [outhern barrier, 'with which view a regular fort refs, firengthened by 
four bafiions and a fpur-work, towards the river, was ereCted at Frederica, and feveral 
pieces of cannon mounted thereon; a firong battery was alfo raifed for the proteEt.ion 
of 1ekyll Sound, where ten or twelve forty-gun fuips may rafely ride. Another fort 
was built on the South-wefi part of Cumberland If1and, where are feveral pieces of 
cannon pointed towards the river, fa as to command all floops and fmall craft navigating 
that paJIage; within the pallifade which furrounds the fort there are fine fprings of 
water, and likewife a well framed timber-houfe, with large and convenient magazines 
under it for ammunition and provifions. But \1/hile fo much care was taken of the 
fouth frontier, agreeable, as it was conceived, to the defign of the parliament's grant, 
and the prayer of the before-mentioned memorial, the northern part of the colony was 
not negleCted, fince orders were given for ereCting a fort at Augufia, a place fituated 
on the river Savannah, which is now become a very thriving place; \\"here the traders 
with the Indians, from South Carolina and Georgia, refort, on account of its COIl

veniency for that purpofe; and where there are large warehoufes furnilhed witll fuch 
goods as the Indians want, the deer ikins taken in exchange being fent two hundred and 
thirty miles down the river, to the town of Savannah, in boats, which carry each about 
nine thoufand weight. It may be eafily conceived from hence, how neceJIary a thing 
it was to have a good fort here, which was both erected and garrifoned at the expence 
of the tru.il:ees for fome time; and a horfe-road was made from thence to the town of 
Savannah one way, and to the dwellings of the Cherokee Indians, who live above the 
town of Augufia, the other. By thefe precautions the trade of both colonies, with 
thefe Indians, was facilitated, and the country on that fide fecured againfl: any fudden 
attempts of an enemy, which was all that could be expeCted in fo fuort a time, and in 
a traCt of land, in comparifon of the colony, of fa large an extent. 

7. The prefence of 1\1r. Oglethorpe contributed greatly to the fettling and prefervation 
of the colony; which was already become confiderable enough, not only to draw the 
attention, but to excite th~ jealoufy of the Spaniards; who, without all que.il:ion, 
would have been glad to have overpowered, and driven out, thefe new-come neigh
bours, if it had been a thing in their power; and if they had not been apprehenfive of 
the ill confequences that mull have attended the breaking out of a war between the 
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two nations, on account of the difputes between thefe frontier provinces; which cir~ 
cumfiances were fa well improved by Mr. Oglethorpe, and the Indians who had entered 
into friendfllip with the new fettlement were fo firongly attached to the Englifu intereft1 

that the governor of St. Augufiin, upon mature deliberation, found it more expedient 
to enter into a negociation, and to endeavour to conclude an amicable agreement with 
the Englilh colony; which Mr. Oglethorpe alfo knowing to be very convenient for the 
fecurity of Georgia, he negociated, and concluded a treaty, upon very jufi and rea. 
fonable, as well as fafe and advantageous terms; as will appear from the following 
copy of the treaty itfelf, and the powers by him given for concluding and figning it. 

" To Charles Dempfey, Efq •. 
" I have impowered you, by procuration, dated the 23d of June, 1736, to treat 

and conclude, concerning certain matters of importance, relating to thefe provinces, 
with his Excellency Don Francifco del Moral Sanches, captain general of Florida, 
and governor of St. Augufiin, and the council of war of the faid garrifon; and having, 
fince the dates of thefe letters, received advice from the governor of St. Auguilin, as 
llIfo a meffage from his Excellency Don Juan Francifco Geumes de Horcafitas, major 
general in his Catholic Majefiy's fervice, captain general of the ifiand above, and gover
nor of Havanna, by Don Antonio de Arredondo, they both impowering him to treat 
concerning the faid matters, I do hereby impower, confiitute, and appoint you, to treat, 
conclude, and fign the following articles; and deliver the fame unto the governor and 
council of St. Augufiin, they figning, fealing, and interchanging the faid articles. 

" FirIl:, That his excellency the governor of St. Augufiin, !hall refirain his Indians, 
fubjecrs to the king of Spain, from committing any hoIl:ilities upon the fubjeCl:s of the 
King of Great Britain. I will refirain the Indian fubjeCl:s to the King of Great Britain 
in this province, from any hofiilities upon the fubjeCl:s of his Catholic Majefiy. 

" Secondly, That in refpeCl: to the nations of free Indians called Creeks, I will ufe 
my utmofi amicable endeavours, upon any reafonable fatisfaCl:ion given them, to pre
vail with them to abfiain from any hollili[ies whatfoever, with the fubjeCl:s of his Catho. 
lic Majefl:y. 

" Thirdly, That with refpeCl: to the fort built on the ifiand of St. George~ I will draw 
off that garrifon, together with the artillery, and all other things by IRe pofted there; 
provided that none of his Catholic Majefiy's fubjeCl:s, nor any other perfon, fhall inhabit, 
people, or fortify the faid ifiand; provided alfo, that no prejudice {hall arife to the 
l'ight of the king my MaIl:er, to the faid ifland, nor to any other dominions or_claim 
that his Britannic MajeIl:y hath upon this continent. But that his right !hall remain to 
the faid Wand, and to all other places what/oever; as if the faid garrifon had never 
been withdrawn; and the [aid garrifon !hall withdraw within fourteen days after the 
ratification of thefe articles. 

" Fourthly, I will agree with his excellency the governor of St. Auguftin, and the 
council ?f war, That his Britannic MajeIly's fubjeCl:s, under my command, {hall not 
moleIl:! ill any. manner whatfoever, any of his Catholic Majefty's fubjeCls, provided 
that ~s C~thohc Majefiy's fubjecrs do not moleft any.of his Britannic Majefiy's fubjeCl:s, 
nor hIS alhes. 
. '~ Fifthly, That .concerning any differences that have or !hall arife, concerning the 

lllruts of the refpeCl:lVe government and dominions of the two crowns fuch differences 
fua~l remain undecided, till the determination of the refpeaive cour~s; and that the 
fubJeas of each crown .here, !hall f(:ma~n in profound peace, and not in 'any manner 
molefr each other, unul the deternunatlOn of the refpeUive courts on this fubjea. 

. " Lafrly, 
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., La!Hy, That no' perfon fhall be received from any garrifon in either government, 

without a paifport from the governor to whom fuch perforts belong. 
" Given under my hand and feal, at Frederica in Georgia, the 27th day of 

September, 1736. 
" By the power to me given, by His Excellency James Oglethorpe, Efq. governor 

and direCtor-general of the new colony of Georgia, by his excellency's procuration, 
bearing date the 27th day of Oaober, in the tenth year of the reign of our fovereign 
lord George the Second, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Kiag, Defender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of our Lord 1736: I do hereby con
firm and ratify the above articles, with his excellency Don Francifco del Moral Sanches 
Villegas, captain-general and governor of St. Auguftin of Florida, and with the coun~ 
cil of war of the faid garrifon of St. Auguftin; as witnefs my hand and feal, this 26th 
day of OCtober, 1736." 

The counter-part of this treaty, executed by the governor of St. Auguftin, by the 
advice, and with the confent, of a council of war, was certified by Bartholomew Niotto, 
notary-public, and I have it before me; but as it contains only a repetition of the 
foregoing articles, it feems unneceffary to infert it here, fince what we have already 
given the reader very fufficiently explains the nature of this treaty: but it feems the 
governor of St. Auguf1:in was not in the fecret of the court; for the Spanifh miniflry 
at home were very far from being defirous that' a fair correfpondence fhould be efla
blifhed between the two colonies. OIl the contrary, they aimed at obliging us to defifl 
from our defign of fettling the colony of Georgia; and with this view Sir Thomas 
Geraldino, on the I fl of September, prefented a memorial to his grace the duke of 
Newcafile, in which, among other things, he was pleafed to fay, It is indifputable, 
that the colony of Georgia was fettled upon his maiter's dominions; fo that a plainer 
proof cannot be had, that the Spaniards were determined, if poiIible, to oblige the 
crown of Great Britain to give up this fettlement. 

But as it was not very probable, that we fhould be induced to do this by Sir Thomas 
Geraldino's memorials, the Spanifh miniflry were contriving to do it by force, and by 
tranfporting troops into the Spanifh Florida, from the adjacent ifland of Cuba, and 
~ther parts of their dominions. It is true, that thefe orders were momy given before 
they had any intelligence of the provifional treaty concluded betwcen the governor of 
St. Auguflin and Mr. Oglethorpe;. but when they did know of it, they were fa far 
from laying afide their former deiign, or even from fufpending it, that they highly 
difapproved of the governor's behaviour in that particular, the rather, perhaps, becaufe it 
was altogether inconfiflent with their own projeCts and pretenfions. It is alfo very 
probable, that as the Spanifh councils were at that time wholly guided by thofe of 
France, this might contribute not a little to their forming views of expelling us from 
Georgia, which the French, without doubt, confider as equally dangerous to them 
and their fchemes, or rather more fo, than to the Spaniards, who, on their fide, have 
much more reafon to be offended with the French fettlements on the river MiiIiffippi, 
than at 0UI' new colony of Georgia. But be this as it will, the preparations they made 
were i'l their nature fo open and extraordinary, that it was not long they could be con
cealed from our governors, and other officers in the Wefl Indies, whofe duty it was to 
obferve, and tranfmit intelligence hither of things of that naturc. 

The lieutenant-governor of South Carolina, having heretofore acquainted the truflees 
by a letter, dated from the council-chamber in Charles TO\vn, the 7th of February, 
1636-7, That he had received advice from Commodore Dent, of preparations made by 
the Spaniards at St. Auguflin and the Havanna, in order to make an attack on the 
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c,,:m-..y of Georgia; and the truftees having;, in a memorial to his Majel1:y, fet forth the 
ill"b:;i~v of the colony to protect themfelves againll fuch a force as was preparing at 
the H;vanna and St. Auguftin; his Majefty was graciollfly pleafed to order a regiment 
of fix hundl:ed effective men to b.:: raiied, and fent to Georgia, for the defence and 
protection of it. 

As an encouragement for the foldiers good behaviour, the truftees refolved to give 
each of them a property in the colony; and therefore made a grant in trufl:) for an 
allotment of five acres of land to each foldier of the regiment, to cultivate for his own 
uL: and benefit, and to hold the fame during his continuance in his Majefl:y's fervice. 
And for a further encouragement, they refolved, that eacb foldier who at the end of 
feven veal'S fervice, from the time of his enliHing in the regiment, ihould be defirous 
of quitting his Maje!1y's fervice, and ihould have his regular difcharge, and would fettle 
in the colony, ihould, on his commanding officer's certificate of his good behaviour, 
be entitled to a grant of twenty acres of land. 

The parliament having taken into confideration the great expences which the trufl:ees 
had been at in making roads through the province, and the feveral fortifications in it" 
and the prefents made to the Indians to engage them firmer in the Britiih interefl:, and 
likewife the preparations that were making by the Spaniards in order to take or diftrefs 
the colony; granted thereupon for this year the fum of twenty thoufand pounds, for 
the further fettling and fecuring the colony, the truftees made another embarkation, 
which confifl:ed chiefly of perfecuted German Proteftants. 

In confequence of fa confiderable an augmentation of people, all the towns laid out 
in Georgia began to be improved, and to receive confiderable fupplies; and fo mindful 
they were of their fecurity, that even at Savannah, which was leafl: expofed to danger, 
they traced out, and began to build, a confiderable fort; and in all the frontier places, 
the utmoft care was taken to put the fortifications into the beft pofture of defence that 
the circumftances of the province would allow. On the arrival of the regiment, of 
which Mr. Oglethorpe was appointed colonel, he diftributed them in the propereft 
manner for the fervice of the colony; but notwithftanding this was of great eafe to the 
truftees, and a vaft fecurity to the inhabitants, yet Colonel Oglethorpe ftill kept up 
the fame difcipline, and took as much care to form and regulate the inhabitants with 
refpect to military affairs as ever. He provided, likewife, different corps for different 
fervices; fame for ranging the woods; others, light-armed, for fudden expeditions; 
and he likewife provided veifels for fcouring the fea-eoa!1s, and for gaining intelligence. 
In all which fervices he gave at the fame time his orders and his example; there being 
nothing he did not, which he directed others to do; fa that if he was the firft man in the 
colony, his pre-eminence was founded upon old Homer's maxims: he was the moft 
fatigued, and the firfl: in danger, difl:inguilhed by his cares and his labours, not by any 
exterior marks of grandeur, more eafily difpenfed ;yith, finee they were certainly 
needlefs. 

The ftrict. attention ihewn by the truftees for their infant fettlement was fo remark. 
able, and their punCtuality in fupplying what was neceifary, fo generally known 
throughout America, that it was not long before it created fome inconvenience from the 
addrefs of fuch as were defirous of turning fuch infl:anees of public fpirit to their private 
adv~nta~e; for feveral merchants, and captains of {hips, had, for their own intereft, 
earned mto tr.e colony from New York and other places, large cargoes of provifions, 
&c. great part of :vhich (to fave merchants from loifes) were taken at the fiore, with. 
out proper authonty f:om the truftees, and an expence created thereby, which the 
uufl:ees could not eilunate, nor have ability to difcharge, and for which, certified 
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~ccounts were returned to them; and therefore the trufrees publifhed an advertifemem 
in the London Gazette, and ordered it to be publifued in the South Carolina Gazette, 
and to be affixed on the doors of the fiore-houfes at Savannah and Frederica, that out 
.of a due regard to public credit they had refolved, That all expences \'/111ch they had 
ordered, or {bould order, to be made in America, for the ufe of the colony, fbould be 
defrayed and paid for in Georgia, in Sola bills of exchange only, under their feal; and 
they gave notice, that no perfon whatfoever had any authority fnm them, or in their 
name, or on their account, to purchafe or receive any cargo of provifions, fro res, or 
neceffaries, without paying for them in the faid SoIa bills. 

Yet they were as ready as ever in expending money, where it was nece{fary and fer. 
viceable to the colony; for upon a petition of one Abraham de Lyon, a freeholder of 
Savannah in Georgia, That he had expended a great fum in the cultivation of vines, 
which he had carried from Portugal, and had brought to great perfeB:ion; and feveral 
certificates being produced of his great improvements, and of the goodnefs of his grapes, 
and their thriving in the mofl: barren lands in the province, the truftees afEfted him to 
proceed in his improvemerlts. But, to be the more able to fupply thefe expences, they 
took care to be frugal, where it was praB:icable. And the fecurity of the colony being 
provided for by the regiment fent over by his Majefl:y, the parliament gave eight thou
fand pounds for the further fettling the colony; therefore the truftees fent over an eft i
mate of all the expences which they allowed to be made in the province; by which feve
ral military expences which they had been engaged in for the defence of the colony, 
and which were very great, were reduced.' . 

In the year 1738 the truftees fent over the Reverend Mr . Norris to Frederica, with a 
falary of 50 1. a-year, and orders that a houfe {bould be built for him, and another 
provided for the performance of public worfbip, till filch time as a church could be 
ereB:ed. But while their carE;S were thus employed, they met with fome interruption 
from unforefeen accidents, both without and within the province: in refpeCt to the 
former, the affembly of South Carolina, having the laft year paffed ;m ordinance for 
raifing a fum to indemnify their traders, in oppofition to the aCt, which was approved 
of by his MajeJl:y in council, for maintaining the peace with the Indians in the province 
of Georgia; upon a memorial from the trufrees, complaining of the faid ordinance; 
and upon the petition of the council and affembly of South Carolina, againft the faid 
aCt, there was a folemn hearing before the lords commiffioners for trade and plantations; 
and afterwards before a committee of the lords of his l\TajeO:y's privy council: where
upon his Majefty was pleafed to order, that the faid ordinance of affembly of South 
Carolina {bould be repealed, and declared void; and W8S pleafed to fend an inf!:ruCtion 
to the truftees, to prepare a proper aB:, or ordinance, for fettling the trade, carried on 
by the provinces of South Carolina and Georgia with the Indians, on fuch a footing, 
as might be for the mutual benefit and fatisfaB:ion of both provinces. And his Majefty, 
at the fame time, was graciouily pleafed to give an inftruEtion to Samuel Horfel" Efq. 
governor, and lieutenant-general of South Carolina, to recommend to the council and 
affembly there, to pafs a law for that purpofe, in that province. r::ut Samuel Hodey" 
Efq. dying foon after, and no other governor having fince gone to South Carolina, that 
affair remained unfettled. The truftees immediately fent to Colond O,;lcthorpe a ecpy 
of his Majefty's infl:ruB:ions, and de fired that he would confult \\itb Li~tellant-Govtr
nor Bull in South Carolina; that plans of proper aCts might be prepared, and fent over 
to the truftees, for their confideration, in order to anfwer the purpofes of his 1\bjefty's 
in1l:ruetions; and that, in the mean time, the commiffioners of Somh Carolina, and 
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the commiffioners of Georuia, might proceed in their refpeCtive provinces, in concen 
with each other, to carry o.g a mutual trade to the Indians in both provinces. 

In reference to the other fources of difturbance and domeftic difquiets, they were of 
different kinds; but the greateft was owing to a number of perfons enjoying the bene
volence due to the colony, without any real merit in themfelves, or juft title thereto;. 
for which, however, a remedy was fpeedily provided. The truftees, both by their 
letters and inftruCtions to the rna gift rates, had conftantly exhorted and enc~uraged the 
people to a cultivation of their lands, on which they were to depend for theIr fupport; 
and as they found that many (as well of thofe whom they had fent over as objeCts of 
charity, as of others, who at different times had gone into the country from other colo
nies, for their temporary maintenance) ftill continued in their idlenefs, and were a 
burden upon the truftees; they gave orders for fhiking off the ftore, all fuch as having 
had time to cultivate their lands had negleCted it. This carried from the colony many 
of thofe who had gone thither, or joined it from other parts of America, to gain a 
fubfiftence for a year or two, and of others who had not confidered the hard !hips 
attending the firft fettlement of a country, and were weary of their labour. The truf
tees receiving an account, dated February 12, 1738, from their fecretary of the pro. 
vince, of an uneafinefs among feveral perfons, upon the tenor of their lots being con
fined to heirs male; and they, confidering that the colony had been fome time efta
blifhed, the people grew more numerous, and a regiment being ftationed in it, for its 
defence, whereby the former tenures became lefs nece:lfary; did, on the 15th of 
March following, at their anniverfary meeting, refoIve, that in default of i:lfue male, 
the legal po:lfe:lfor of land might, by a deed in writing, or by his laft will and teftament~ 
appoint his daughter as his f ucce:lfor, or any other female relation; with a provifo that 
the fucce:lfor ihould, in the proper court in Georgia, perfonally claim the lot granted 
and devifed within eighteen months after the death of the grantor or devifor. This was 
foon after extended to every legal po:lfe:lfor being impowered to appoint any other perf on 
as his fucceffor. 

The mildeft governments are often but too fubjeCt to difcontents; and though the 
whole ftudy of the truftees was to make their people as eafy in their private capacities, as 
their duty to, and concern for, the public, would permit; yet this did not hinder 
ignorant and malicious perfons, who either could not, or would not, comprehend the 
true interefts of the colony, from endeavouring to raife freih difturbances, for the fake 
of obtaining what they thought might be of fervice to them; and which, if they had 
judged rationally, they muft have perceived would have turned to their ruin. In !hort, 
part of the people fettled in Georgia, fent over a memorial to the truftees, complaining 
of the want of a fee-fimple in their lands, and of not being permitted the ufe of negroes. 
But thofe who were fettled on the frontier, and confequently moft expofed to the Spa
niards and others, who, by tf'.eir ·own induftry, had improved their plantations, fa as 
to draw from them a comfortable fubfiftence, fent over a contrary memorial; in which 
they reprefented the difadvantages and dangers that would arife from the permiilion 
()f negroes. 

It likewife fell out, that at the very time fome of the people of Savannah were fo 
clamorous for .negroes (for feventy-five land and freeholders, of whom fifty-two were 
freeholders, dld not apply for them), the province of South Carolina was under fre
g~ent alarms., upon account of the negroes there. They had intelligence that a con
iplracy was tormed ?y the negroes in South Carolina to rife, and forcibly make their 
way out of the provll1ce, to put themfelves under the proteaion of the Spaniards; who 
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had proclaimed ti-eedom to all that fhould run to them from their owners. This con
fpiracy was difcovered at Winyaw, the moft northern part of that province, from 
whence as t1e negroes muft bend their courfe, it argued, that the other parts of the 
province muft be privy to it, and that the rifing \vas to be univerfal; whereupon the 
whole province were upon their guard; the number of negroes in South Carolina being 
computed to be about forty thoufand, and the number of white men, at moft, not 
above five thoufand. As feveral negroes, who were employed in Perryauguas, and 
other like craft (which they carried off with them) had taken the benefit of the Spa. 
niards proclamation, and gone to St. Auguftin, the government of South Carolina fent 
a folemn deputation to demand their Daves. This deputation confifted of Mr. Braith. 
waite, a member of the council; Mr. Rudlidge, one of the aifembly; and Mr. Binian, 
clerk of the aifembly. But the governor of St. Auguf1:in, though in time of profound 
peace, peremptorily refufed to deliver them up; and declared he had orders to receive 
all fuch as fhould come thither, and protect them. Upon this, and the petitions which 
were fent from the Highlanders at Darien, and the Saltzburgers at Ebenezer, repre
fenting the danger and the inconvenience of the introduuion of negroes; the truftees 
fent, under their feal, an an[wer to the reprefentation from fome of the inhabitants of 
Savannah. 

In this anfwer, which is dated June the 20th, 1739, the truflees fay, "That they 
fhould deem themfelves very unfit for the truft repofed in them by their Majefly on 
their behalf, if they could be prevailed on by any fuch irrational attempt, to give up a 
conftitution framed with the greateft caution, for the prefervation of liberty and pro
perty; and of which the laws againfl the ufe of Daves, and for the entail of lands, are 
the furefl foundations; and the truftees are the more confirmed in their opinions of 
the unreafonablenefs of this demand, and that they have received notions from Darien," 
and the other parts of the province, reprefeming the inconvenienc;e and danger which 
mufl arife to the good people of the province, hom the introduuion of negroes; and 
as the truftees themfelves arc fully cOlwinced, that befides the hazards attending of that 
introduuion, it would ~lel1roy all induflry among the white inhabitants, and that, by 
giving them a power to alien their lands, the colony would foon be too like its neiglu
bours, void of white inhabitants, filled with blacks, and reduced to be the precarious 
property of a few, equally expofed to domeflic treachery, and foreign invafion; and 
therefore the truflees cannot be fuppofed to be in any difpofition of granting this requeft ; 
and if they have not before this, iigllified their diDike of it, their delay is to be imputed 
to no other motives but the hopes they had conceived, that time and experience would 
bring the complainants to a better mind. And the trull:ecs readily join itfue with them, 
in their appeal to poflerity, who D1all judge bet\H'Ln them, who were their beft friends, 
thofe who endeavoured to preferve for them a property in their lands, by tying up the 
hands of their unthrifty progenitors, or they who wanted a power to mortgage or alien 
thcm? vVho were the befl friends to the colony, thofe who, with great labour and cofl, 
had endeZtvoured to form a colony of his Majeity's fubjcus, and perfecuted Proteflants 
from other parts of Europe; had placed them OIl a fruitful foil, and flrove to fecllre 
them in their poifei110ns by thofe arts, which naturally tend to keep the colony full of 
urdul and indllll:rious pec:ple, capable both to cultivate and defend i~; or tho fe, who 
to gratify the greedy and ambitious vic\\~ of a few negro-mercLants, would put it into 
their pm,rer to become fole owners of the province, by introducing their b,meful com
modity; which it is well know!1, by fad experience, has brought our neighbour colo
nies to the brink of ruin, by driving out their white inhabitants, who were their glory 
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and ilrength, to make room for black, who are now become the terror of their unadvifed 
mailers." 

The truilees had great reafon for proceeding las they did in this refpecr; fince among 
the perfons to whom grants were made, in order to their fettling at their own eX
pence in the colony, fome never went over to take them up, or to fettle at all; others 
were gentlemen of Carolina, who neglecred the profecution of their grants, and never 
fo much as defired to have their lands laid out; and of the refl:, feveral had quitted 
their plantations, and the laborious life of planters, to go and refide more at their eafe 
at Savannah; where, by the exercife of their feveral trades and profeffions, they 
brought many of their people in debt; and befides all this, horfe-races and other 
diverfions were fet on foot, and fuch a fpirit of idlenefs began to prevail, as very eafily 
accounted for their eagernefs in defiring to have negroes granted them; and plainly 
ihewed with what fatal confequences it mufl: have been attended, if the trufl:ees had pot 
remained firm to their firfl: refolutions, and had not given fuch an anfwer as ihewed 
they were refolved to preferve that fpirit in the colony upon which it was fettled, and 
which could alone render it worth that care, which had been hitherto taken of it by the 
public. However, to make the pe'ople as eafy and contented as they could, they 
publiihed an advertifement in the London Gazette, the 8th of September, 1739, and 
other papers, which were continued for feveral days, and ordered it to be publiihed in the 
South Carolina Gazette; that they had refolved to enlarge their grants on failure of 
iffue male, and to make a certain provifion for the widows of the grantees" in the 
following manner, viz. that the lands already granted, and fuch as ihould h~reafter be 
granted, ihould, on failure of ilfue male, defcend to the daughters of fuch grantees; and 
in cafe there fhould be no iifue male or female, that the grantees might devife fuch 
lands; and for want of fuch devife, that fuch lands ihould defcend to their heirs at law, 
with a provifo that the poifeffion of the perfon who ihould enjoy fuch devife, ihould not 
be incredfed to more than five hundred acres; and that the widows of the grantees 
fl10uld hold and enjoy the dwelling houfe, garden, and one moiety of the lands their 
hufband {bould die poffeifed of, for, and during the term of their lives. The trufl:ees 
direcred in the advertifement, that thofe who intended to have the benefit given them, 
fhould enter their refpecrive claims, in order that proper grants and conveyances in the 
law might be forthwith prepared and executed for that purpofe; and that no fee or re
ward was to be taken for the entering any fuch claim, direaIy or indireaIy, by any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever. It appears clearly from thefe conceffions, how very 
defirous the trufl:ees were of giving the people, fettled in Georgia, all imaginable fatif
faction, confifl:ent with the fcheme they had formed of fecuring thefe lands to the actual 
planters, and thereby prevent thofe inconveniencies, to which others, particularly the 
fouthern colonies were liable, and which would have been fo lnuch the more fatal 
in a colony, the chief inducement to eftablifh which, was the making a ilrong 
frontier. 

9. The French, who by degrees grew more and more uneafy at the fettlement of 
Georgia, and our intercourfe with the Indians, began to make ufe of every method they 
could devife, in order to create differences and jealoufies between us and the Creeks, 
which was no fooner known, than it greatly alarmed, not only the people fettled in 
Georgia, but the whole province of Carolina, from a jufl: fenfe of the danger they 
fhould be in, if the French, either by their artifices or prefents, ihould draw over the 
Creek Indians to their party, as appears by their applications both to Colonel Ogle
thorpe" and to the government at home. Upon this Mr. Oglethorpe thought it 
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neceffary to enter into a clofe alliance with this nation; and therefore refolved upon ;I 

journey to the Coweta town, though at the difrance of no lefs than five hundred mile, 
from Frederica, where he then was, and through a country very little known to, and 
very difficult for Europeans to travel. He provided him, however, with horfes "nd 
prefent .. fit for the purpofe; fet out for that place, and after a painful and fatiguing 
journey, reached it in fafety, where he was Ieceived by the Indians with all imaginable 
marks of friendfhip and refpeB:; and where he had an opportunity of conferring, not 
only with the chiefs of all the tribes of this nation, but alfo with the deputies of the 
ChoCtaws and Chickefaws, who lie between the Englifh and French fettlements, and 
who had fent their deputies thither with that view. The confequence of this meeting 
was, the ma~ng a new, more full, and explicit treaty with the lower Creeks than the 
former; which was of fo great confequence that Colonel Bull, lieutenant-governor of 
Carolina, declared that if the Creeks could be fecured, they fhould be under no 
apprehenfions from the intrigues of the French with the other nations; and, that this 
was effeCtually done, the reader will perceive from the perufal of the treaty then con· 
eluded with that nation; of which the following is a copy from an infhument, can. 
taining the exemplification of the faid treaty, under the feal of the province of Georgia, 
with all the neceffary certificates from the magifrrates indorfed thereupon; and which 
ought therefore to be confidered as the mofr authentic evidence of that gentleman's 
diligence, zeal and fuccefs, in the fervice of his country, and of the Britifh colonies in 
America. 

Proceedings of the aff'embled Efl:ates of all the Lower Creek Nations, held on Saturday, 
the I I th day of Auguft, Anno Domini 1739. 

" By powers from His Mofl: Sacred Majefry George the Second, by the grace of God 
King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, &c. General James Oglethorpe being ap
pointed commiffioner, was prefent in the behalf of his Majefry, and opened the affembly 
by a fpeech. There were alfo prefent at the faid affembly of eftates, the mico, or king 
of the Coweta town; Chickley Ninia, mica of the faid town; Malachio, mico, fon of 
Brim, late emperor of the Creek nation, and the chief men and warriors of the Coweta 
towns; the mica or chief king of the Cuilitas; and Scifkeligo, mico, next to the 
king of the Cuilitas; Ifkeigo, third chief man of the Cuilitas, and the other chief men 
and warriors of the faid town; and alfo Ocakchapakho, and the chief men of the town 
of Polachuchulas; Kolatto, chief war-captain, and other chief men and warriors; being 
deputies, fent with full powers to conclude all things neceffary for the faid town. 
Tawmawme, mica of the Ufawles, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being 
deputies fent with full powers to conclude all things neceffary for the faid town. 
Metalcheko, war-captain of the Echetees, with feveral other chief men and warriors; 
being deputies fent with full powers to conclude all things for the faid town. Neathacklo, 
chief man of Ofcachees, with feveral other chief men and warriors, fent with full 
powers to conclude all things for the faid town. Occullaveche, chief man of the 
Checaws, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being deputies fent with full 
powers to conclude all things for the faid town. Howanawge Thalacko, chief man 
of the Oxmulges, with feveral other chief men and warriors; being deputies fent with 
powers to conclude all things for the faid town. The mico, or chief king of the 
Occouys, with feveral chief men and warriors, having full powers to conclude all things 
for the faid town. Nealhoclo, a fecond chief man of the Swales, with feveral other chief 
men and warriors; being deputies fent with full powers to condude all things for the 
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faid town. The laid efiates being folemnly held, and opened at the great [quare in th~ 
town of Coweta, and adjourned from thence to the town Cuilitas; and the deputie3 
having drank black drink together, according to the ancient cuftom of their natiol1. 
(being a relio-ious form tranfmitted down by their anceftors), the whole ef!:ates declared, 
by a general coufent without one negative, that they adhered in their ancient love to 
the king of Great Britain, and to their agreements made in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and thirty-three, with the truftees for ef!:ablifhing the colony of Georgia in 
America; a counter-part of which agreement was then delivered to each town; and 
the deputies of the feveral towns produced the fame; and farther declared, that all 
the dominions, territories and lands, from the river Savannah, to the river St. John's, 
and all the i£lands between the faid rivers; and from the river St. John's to the bay 
Appallache, within which are all the Appallache old fields; and from the faid bay of 
Appallache to the mountains; doth by ancient right belong to the, Creek nation, and 
they have maintained poffeilion of the faid right, againf!: all oppofers by war; and can 
fhew the heaps of bones of their enemies £lain by them in defence of the faid lands. 
And the faid ef!:ates further declare, that the Creek nation hath for ageE, had the pro. 
teCtion of the kings and queens of England, and that the Spaniards, nor no other 
nation, have any right to any of the faid lands, and that they will not fuffer them, or 
any other pedon, except the truf!:ees for ef!:ablifhing the colony of Georgia in 
America, to fettle on the faid lands. And they do acknowledge, by the grant 
they have already made to the truf!:ees for ef!:ablifhing a colony of Georgia in 
America, all the lands upon the Savannah river, as far as the river Ogeeche; and all 
the lands along,the fea coaf!:, as far the river St.John's, and as high as the tide flows, 
and all the iflands as far as the faid river, particularly the iilands of Frederica, Cum
berland, and Amelia, to which they have given the names of his Majef!:y's family, out 
of gratitude to him. But they declare, that they did and do referve to the Creek 
nation, all the land from Pipemakes Bluff, to Havannah and the iilands of St. Catharina, 
Offebaw, and Sappalo. And they further declare, that the faid lands are held by the Creek 
nation as tenants in common. And ,the faid commiffioner doth declare, that the Englifh 
fhall not enlarge, or take up any other lands except thefe granted as above by the 
Creek Indian nation to the truf!:ees; and doth promife and covenant, that he will 
punifh any perfon that fhall intrude upon the faid lands which the Creek nation hath re· 
ferved as above. Given under my hand and feal this 2 If!: day of Auguf!:, at the Coweta 
town, 1739' " JAMES OGLETHORPE." 

At this dif!:ance, it is a very difficult if not impraCticable thing, to give the reader a 
clear and dif!:inCt intelligence of the difficulties furmounted, and the advantages acquired 
by Mr. Oglethorpe's journey, and his fuccefs in concluding this alliance; 1,ve will, how
ever, endeavour to reprefent. them as clearly and as fully as we can. In the tirf!: place, 
his making fuch a journey as this, gained him a great reputation with the Indians; 
impreffed upon them fentiments of deep refpeCt for the Englifh nation, and of par
ticular affeCtion for the colony of Georgia. At the fame time it f!:ruck the French 
with amazement.; fome of their governors of Canada had indeed made confiderable 
journeys from Quebec in order to confer with the Indians, and to conclude treaties 
with them; but then they always thought it requifite to be well attended, and never 
made thefe excurfions but at the head of a confiderable body of regular troops. Whereas 
General Oglethorpe had no fuch attendants, but relied entirely on the good faith of 
the. In~i~ns,. and of his o.wn ?ehaviour to;vards them. He knew the confequence of 
theIr IlVlng 111 fmcere arruty WIth the Enghih; and he was willing to run any perfonal 

hazard 



0[0 THE ENGLISH IN AMERICA. 

hazard neceffary tc> ellablifh it. In fhort, he found it requifite for the welfare of the 
colony which he had fettled, that they fhould be able to place an intire confidence in the 
Indians, and the Indians in them; which reciprocal confidence he aCtually procured, 
by repofing himfelf entirely on their faith; and by the treaty that he concluded with 
them. 

His coming to the Coweta town diffipated all their fears, and extinguifhed all their 
jealoufics; they told him fo fairly in their fidl: conferences. They faid it had been in. 
finuated to them, that he was come into that country to deprive them of their land; 
and that they had been aflured, he was aCtually preparing to invade them; but they 
were now convinced that thefe were all fallhoods and calumnies; that he really meant 
them all the good they could expeCt; and that inllead of injuring them by the fettle. 
ment he was making, it would prove a new fecurity to them, as well as to the Englilh ; 
and put it out of the power of their common enemies to hurt either. For which reafon 
they were on their parts, ready to do all that be could expeCl: from them, and were 
perfetl:ly fatisfied that he would perform his engagements towards them, with the like 
punCtuality. There is no wonder therefore, if the French were exceffively alarmed on 
the news of this conference, and of the alliance which General Oglethorpe had con. 
cluded; fince they could confider it in no other light than as the firft {l:ep to a general 
confederacy with all the Indian nations that had met at, or fent deputies to the Coweta 
town; from whence they forefaw many and great inconveniences to themfelves; for, 
in the firfl: place, this new· treaty with the Creeks, defeated all the meafures they had 
been taking, unravelled all their defigns, and conneCted that nation more cIofely than 
ever with the Englifh, which in itfelf was a very great and unlooked for dif. 
appointment. 

But that was not all, they clearly comprehended that by this means we fhould not 
only keep au r old friends, but draw all' alfo fome of theirs. Of all the nations that 
bordered upon them, they are mofl: afraid of the ChickeLl\\"S, whom they look upon as 
the fiercefl: and bravefl: race of Indians in America, with \,.hom they have never been 
upon good terms, more efpecially fillce the year 173 I, when they difcovcred, or pre.· 
tended to difcover a defign they had formed, to furprife and defl:roy all their advanced 
[etdements. They were alfo in a very great fear of the ChoCta\\s, or as the French 
call them TchoCtas, both becaufe they are a very numerous nation, and are fo fituated 
as to be able at any time, to dif~urb and difquiet their fettlements. But it foon ap. 
peared by experience, that the new treaty operated fuccefsfully, fince the governor of 
New York, having given information to Colonel Bull, of Carolina, of the march of a 
body of French troops, and Indians froI? Quebec, with intent to. attack the In<;1ian5 in 
friendlhip with England; but though thIS put the people of Carolma and GeorgIa upon 
their guard, there followe~ nothing from it; for the French found t?e Indian~ well pr~. 
pared and .difpofed to receIve them, and therefore defifl:ed from thar defign, for fear It 
fhould produce a general war, that might prove fatal to the colonies on the Miffiffippi 
river' the people of which \rere excefllvely apprehenfive of what might happen from 
the g~neral confederacy of the neighbouring Indians againfl: them. 

The trufl:ees proceeded as vigoroufly as it was poffible in the execution of every part 
of their fcheme; and having, with fu~h un~'earied ~iligence\ provided for the fettle-
111cnt of a new colony, and tor the fecunty of Its frontIers, they began next to employ 
their £kill and pains to promote all kinds of improvements; and were efpecially folicitous 
to obtain from thence fome fpecimens of the poflibility of raifing, in that country, the 
commodities that \vere expeCted from it. They very well knew that this required 
hard labour, and that nothing had accrued to Great Britain worth fpeaking of, from 
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any of the colonies in America, in many years longer than this fettlem~~t of <:eorgia 
had been made. But on the other hand, they a1fo knew that the Enghfh natIon "las 
naturally impatient; that grea~ furns of money h()d b~en ~ffued tor the fervice of 
this colony; that great expeB:atIOns were had of It; and tnat) If nothmg foon appeared, 
however certain in themfelves, and jufi: in their nature, no excufes \Voul~ prc\'ail. 
They therefore recommended it to their fervants in Georgia, to ufe their _utm_ofl fkill 
and diligence in promoting the culture of mulberry trees and filk, fo that It mIght be, 
at leafl:, demonfhated, that they were not deceived in their expeB:ations; but that in 
due rime, and with reafonable encouragement, the nation might hope to fee a full 
return in that commodity, for the f'xpence ilie had been, and mufl: be, at, in bringing 
the colony of Georgia to perfc:2ion. For they perfuaded themfelves, that from the 
methods they had ured in fendi'llg over proper perfons for the management of that 
bufinefs, their demands, with a due degree of care and diligence in their fervants, might 
be anfwered, which v{Quld affoni them an anfwer to all objeB:ions. 

A parcel of raw £Ilk was accordingly brought this year from Georgia, by Mr. Samuel 
Augfpourguer, who made an affidavit before a marter in chancery, that he received it 
from the hands of Mr. Thomas Jones, the truflees flore-keeper at Savannah, who told 
him it was the produce of Georgia; and the faid Samuel Augfpourguer, who refided 
in the fouthern part of the province, faid, that when at Savannah, he faw the Italian 
family there winding ofF filk from the coquons. The filk was fhewed at the trufl:ees 
office, to Mr. John Zacary, an eminent raw-filk merchant, and Mr. Booth, one of the 
greatefl filk-weavers in England, who declared it was as fine as any Italian filk; ,md 
that it was worth, at leafl, twenty fbillings a pound. This Mr. Samuel Augfpourguer, 
who joined the colony in the beginning of the year 1736, left it in July 1739, with two 
men fervants and their children, on his plantation, and came over to obtain a grant of 
five hundred acres of land, and to get fame of his countrymen from the canton of 
Bern in Switzerland, to go with him as fervants, on his return to Georgia, in order to 
proceed more effeCtually in the cultivation of his lands". 

The truflees, this year, alfo took further methods for the fatisfaB:ion of the people 
in the province. They extended the tenures, by which the daughter of a grantee, or 
any other perfon, was made capable of enjoying, by devife, or inheritance, any quantity 
of la!1ds which did WJt increafe her or his po{feiuon, to more than two thoufand acres. 
A licence was alfo granted for all the prefent poffeffors of land in Georgia, to make 
leafes of any part of their lots, for any term not exceeding three years, to any perfon 
refiding in Georgia, and who fhould refide .there, during the term of fuch leafe. A 
general releafe was lik.ewife pa{fed, by which no advantage was to be taken an-ainfl: any 
of tl~e prefent poffe{fors of land in Qeor.gia,. for a~y forfeiture incurred at any ti~le before 
Chnfl:mas 1740, to the tenure or culnvatron at land ; and the pofleifors of fifty acres 
were not oblIged to cultivate more than five acres thereof, in ten years from their 
grants; and thofe of under fifty acres in proportion; and the poffeffors of five hundred 
acres of I_and were not obliged to. cultivate more than one hundred and twenty acres 
thereof, m twenty years from theIr grants; and thofe of unde!" five hundred acres, and 
above fifty acre', in prnpartion, to prevent any forfeiture for want of cultivaling the 
quantities required. Under thefe circumflances it is pre[umcd th2.t no complaint can 
llOW, wi~h reafon, be made againfl: the te,lU;"e > by which the inhabitants at this time 
hold th~lr lan?s, fince they hu.ve more pO\ver than is generally given by marriarre fettle
m,Ems" m whIch th~ grantees ~re o~ly tenant~ far lit:e, incapable of mortgaging, or 
;).henat~ng, or makmg any dlfpafinon by theIr lafl: \\'111; whereas the freeholders in 
GeorgI? are now become tenants in tail-general, and may, with the licence of the corn-
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mon council of the truflces, upon application made to them for that purpofe, mortgat;e, 
()I alien, and further, without application, have it abfolute1y in their power, on failure 
of iiTue in tail, to difpofe thereof by their lail will. a L:af'c this was all the tru{l:e::;s 
thoufSht themfelves at liberty to do, confidering the obligation they were under to the 
publIc, as well as to the fettlement; and that they \vere as much bound to provide, 
that the nation had a jure fatisfaction for what !he difburfed in favour of the colony, as 
that the inhabitants of Georgia ihould be made eafy in their fettlements, and meet ~vith 
fufficient encouragem~nt to proceed with induf1:ry in all their undertakings; and with 
this double vie'"v, to the fervice of the public, and the wc:lEarc of the fetde;:nent, all their 
applications at home, and all their directions abroad, are to be referred. 

9. We have now run through the hif1:ory of this province for above [even years, that 
is, from the time of pn'>jecring fuch a fettlement as this on the fouth frontier of Carolim, 
to the carrying that defigh into execution, and bringing the new province into fome 
tolerable degree of order; and, in the courfe of our hifl:oty, we have had occafion to 
obfcrve, from time to time, what ClfC and circumfpection has been ufed, to render 
it ufeful to thefe ends for which it was intended. We have taken notice of th~ fenCe 
'which the whole province of Carolina had of thenecdftty, as well as expedience, of 
fuch a fettlcment. ,\rye have {hewn, that thofe who were fent over were difciplined in 
fuch a manner, as to be able to defend, as well as acquire, property. \\re have fet 
down the reafons why negrof's were prohibited; and thofe reafons very ckzrly prove, 
that the colony could not have anfwered any of thofe ends for which it was efl:abli!hed, 
if negroes had been permitted. \Ve have given fome account, and, if the bounds of 
of this cbapter would have permitted, \\'e !hould have given a further account, of the 
jealoufies entertained by the Spaniards and the French on account of this fettlement, 
which we conceive to Le fo many demonf1:rative proofs of its utility. '\\1 e have gi\'en 
the reader a large extrzcl from the memorial of the affembly of South Carolina, Fetting 
forth, in the dearen and H:rong-ef1: terms, the wants of that province, and the points in 
which they fiood ill need of aflif1:ance. We have !hewn, by a plain narrative, of facts, 
how agreeable the conduct of General Oglethorpe was to the demands of that memorial; 
and how far, by the happy fucceis attending thofe cnde:lVours, they have been anfwered, 
more efpecially by his laft treaty with the Creek Indians, which, as we {hall have occa
fion to thew hereafter, has elTccrually anfwcred his ends and theirs, fo as not only to 
come up to, but even to exceed and go beyond, their expeB:ations. Vi,T e have likewife, 
from time to time, exhibited the alterations that in compliance with the people's defires, 
the truf1:ees have thought fit to make in their conf1:itution, for the cafe and encoUl"age
ment of the planters. And we have likewife given an infiance, that they have 
not been difappointed in their views as to the produce of tbi,; new colony; but that 
it is both pollible and pr.tcticable to make therein as good filk as \\'C can purchafe 
with money (which is, generally fpeaking, the cafe at prefent), from any part of the 
world. 

It remains, according to the plan that we have laid down, to give a defcription of 
this ne\\' province in the manner it is now fettled, that the reader may fee what the 
fruits have been of the care and expence of the legiflature, the prudence and attmtion 
of the trufiees, and the vigilance and aCtivity of thofe intrufted by them in the manage
ment of their affairs in this part of the world. And though, as yet, they have not 
received fo copious and fo exact a defcription of their new colony as they expeB: ; yet, 
from what we are enabled to fay upon this fubjecr, it will incontei1:ibly appear, that 
much has been done, that m:.1l1y towns have been fetded, great improvements made in 
the neighbourhood of each of them, feveral fortrefics erected, due care taken of the 
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frontiers, and, in a word, ~s much performed ~as could be rationally expected in [0 
iliort a fpace of time, and all circumftances confidered. 

The to\vn of Savannah is about ten miles up the river Savannah. There are, befides 
warehoufes and huts, at leaft one hundred and thirty houfes in the town. As thefe, 
for the fake of air, and to prevent the fpreading of any fire, are built at fame diftance 
from each other, they make feveral fpacious fquares and wide ftreets. There is a regular 
magiftracy fettled in the town, 'Nhich the truftees are obliged to be at the expence of 
fupporting, till the colony arrives at fufficient ftrength to do it. There are, in the 
town a court-haufe, a ftore-houfe, a gaol, a houfe for the truftees fervants, a wharf, 
a guard-haufe, and fome other public buildings. A church is at prefent building, and 
a clergyman is fettled there. The town is excellently fituated for trade, the navigation 
of the river being very fecure, and fhips of three hundred tons can lie within fix yards 
of the town, and the worm does not eat into them. About four miles from Savannah, 
inland from the river, are the two villages, Highgate and Hamftead, which lie at about 
a mile difiance from each other; the people fettled there apply themfelves chiefly to 
gardening, and fupply the town of Savannah with quantities of greens, and garden-ftuff; 
there are twenty plantations within twenty miles round Savannah, which have each of 
them from five to thirty acres of land, fhared. 

About fifteen miles from Savannah is a village called Abercorn; about twenty miles 
farther up the river is the town of Ebenezer, where the Saltfburgers are fettled wirh 
two minifters ; one of whom computed, that the number of his congregation, in July 
1738, confifted of one hundred and forty-fix; therefore, as the infants could not be 
reckoned in the computation, and as feven more have fince been fent and fettled with 
them, it is believed the numbers have increafed, efpecially fince the town is fo healthly, 
that by a letter fent to the fociety for promoting Chriftian kn~wledge, by the Reverend 
Mr. Bolzius, one of the minifters at Ebenezer, dated the 26th of June 1740, he 
declared, that in a year's time one perron only had died, which was a child fourteen 
years old. The people are induftrious and fober, they raife not only a fufficient 
quantity of corn and other produce for their own fubfiftence; but they fell great 
quantities to thofe at Savannah, 'Who have not been fo careful of their plantations. 
They have great herds of cattle, and are in fo thriving a condition that not one perf on 
has abandoned his fettlement, or fent over the leaft complaint about the tenures, or 
the want of negroes; on the contrary, they in a body petitioned againfl: the ufe of 
negroes; and their minifiers have declared, that their figning that petition was a 
voluntary aB:; and at their defire another embarkation of their countrymen, who are 
willing to go from Germany and join them, is defigned to be fent with all convenient 
fpeed. 

About ten miles from hence, upon a river running into Savannah, is a place called 
Old Ebenezer, where is a cow-pen, and a great number of cattle for the ufe of the 
public, and for breeding. At a confiderable difl:ance from hence is the town of 
Augufta, before defcribed, which, from the great refart of traders and Indians is in 
a thrivin,g condition, ~nd is? and will be, a great proteB:ion to both the pro~inces 
of Carol~na ar;d GeorgIa agamft any defigns of the French. In the fouthern part of 
the prOVInce IS the town of New Invernefs, upon the River Altamaha, where the High
landers are fettied. And about twenty miles from hence, on the ifland of St. Simon, 
near the fea, is the town of Frederica, with a regular magifiracy as at Savannah, fup
ported at the expence of the truftees; ftrong fortifications- round the town are almoft 
finifhed. And at the fouth-eaft point of the ifland, are barracks for three hundred and 
thirty men. There are fettlements on the iilands of Iekyl and Cumberland, which lie 
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a fmall diO:ance from each other to the fouthward of Frederica; and on the JaO: two 
forts are built, one of which was defcribed before, and the other was finifhed in 
April 1740' 

Upon the fouth end of the iDand it commands the inlet of Amelia Sound, is firongly 
pallifaded with flankets, and is defended by eight pieces of cannon; barracks are built 
upon this iD;md for two hundred and twenty men, with fiore-houfes, which were 
fini!hed in Ocrober 1738. There are fix forts in the province, and a battery of can
non erecred to fecure the harbour at St. Simon's, under which !hips may fafely 
lie. The Indians, from the prefents which they have annually received from the 
trufiees, and from the jufiice and humanity with which they have been treated, are 
fecured, in the Briti!h interefi, notwithflanding the arts both of the French and Spaniards 
to feduce them. By this, South Carolina has been free from wars, in which (as the 
preamble to his Majefly's charter fet forth) they had frequently fuffered, and fa late 
as the year 17 I 5 had been laid almofl wafle with fire and fword; and by the 
fecurity which South Carolina received by fuch a frontier as Georgia is to it, very 
large tracrs of land have been cultivated in the fouthern part of that province, 
which no perfon would venture to fettle on before; and a great quantity of rice 
raifed thereon. 

This is a clear proof of the injuflice of fuppofing that the nation hath hitherto received 
no advantage from this colony; fince whatever has been gained by Carolina, in virtue 
of the protecrion !he enjoys by the fettlernent of this new province, ought to be looked 
upon and confidered as the produce of Georgia; and though even this may not be any 
great matter hitherto, yet as it is an infiance of the benefits to be expeCted from this 
colony it ought to be kindly accepted, as an earnefi of better things. As to the number 
of people fent over to, and fettlcd in, Georgia, within the fpace of eight years, they 
amounted to upwards of two thoufand, taking in thofe that went at their own expence, 
which, if compared with the fmall number of people that were in Carolina, after it had 
been fettled forty years, will enable us to Jiflingui!h between the confequences of atten
tion to private profit, and concern for the public good: to fay the truth; of all the methods 
that have been hitherto tried, in fixing colonies in diHant parts of the world, this may 
very truly and on good grounds be pronounced the befl ; becaufe by it due provifion is 
made, that the people fent over {hall all be carefully fettled and well taken care of~ and 
fupported from time to time with proper fupplies; that this care fhould not ceafe 
immediately, on their having plantations, but be continued lill the people are in a 
condition to fupport themfelves. 

By this method towns are formed, not at, random and,?y cha~ce, but in proper 
fituations, and for good rea[ons; not purely for the fake of ImmedIate adnntage, but 
with views to the general good, and future benefit of the colony. By this means, 
every fiep made by the rifing plantation may be direcred to public ufe, and every meafure 
be calculated for the fervice of the mother-country; which cannot be expected where 
o-rants are made to the ufe, and for the [ervice, of particular people, where numbers of 
~len rranfport themfelves for the fake of a better livelihood, at their own expence, orwhere 
people are tranfporte~ agai!1fl t?e!r \V,ill ;, fince i~ all thefe cafes it ~s to ?e prefumed, that 
men will follow the blClS at then Il1clll1atlons or Il1terefls; but as Il1 thIS cafe, where the 
public is at the expence, and where the management is intrufled with perfons of 
diltinCtion for the benefit of the public, nothing of this kind can happen; they will be 
fure to difcharge their duty, and in proportion as the colony increafes and anfwers the 
ends of thofe who compofe it, it will be likewife fure to anfwer thofe ends for which it 
was fcttled. Befides all this, the form of government, the enaCting proper laws, and 
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the fpirit originally infufed into the people? will render fuch a colony more dutiful .and 
obfervant to her mother-country, than allY that want thefe ad,?ntages. 

LafUy, we may be fure that in fuch a.c~lony, the produce. will be I?ana~ed moll. to the 
advantage of the country .from whe~ce It IS fettled; as for Illl1anC(:~ III thIs of :vhl~h we 
are fpeaking, ?~e care WIll be certamly takt;n that th~y ~o n~t run mt~ the cultIvatIOn ~f 
fuch commodIties as are already produced III the nelghooufmg colomes, but bend thelt 
endeavours to the promotinrr of fuch as have not been yet raiLed to any great advantage 
in thofe colonies, though perhaps their foil and climate were fufFiciently fit for them. 
Flax which as we· have before {hewn, may be cultivated here to the greaten: advantage, 
will be certainly attended to ; and fo alfo potafhes and filk, which above all things 
claim our care, of which we had formerly great hopes from Virginia; and with a view 
of obtaining of which Carolina was aCtu~lIy fettled; but in both we were difappointed 
for want of fome proper authority to direCt: a continued application in the planters 
fettled there for that purpofe, without which nothing that does not turn to large profit 
immediately can be brought to perfeCtion; but in colonies fettled by truftees, their 
recommendation will go far, their authority farther enforce what they defire, and 
premiums enable them with certainty to procure fuccefs; as we {hall have occafion to 
!hew hereafter. 

Our aim at prefent is to prove the excellency of this method of fettling, which far 
furpaffes that of eftablifhing exclufive {:ompanies, as will be evident if we confider that 
they re;;ard their own profit foJely, and as foon as they have fallen into ways of pro
moting it effeCtually, they forget the obligation received from the public, as is but too 
evident in many cafes, and has jufrly occafioned almoft a general outcry againft fuch 
companies; whereas a board of truftees conftituted for a limited time, infpeCt the con· 
cerns, and promote the welfare, of a rifing colony, and by their commiffion ceafe [0 

have power over it when their care is no longer neceifary; but as for companies, they 
keep all who belong to them continually in leading-frrings, and never confider how 
trading may be made beneficial to a nation in general; but how it may be ordered fo as 
to become moft beneficial to themfelves. But it is time to quit thefe refleCtions, in order 
to refum(! the thread of our hifiory, and to fhew how, after a few years peace, this 
colony became ftrong enough, not only to hold up her head and preferve her being, 
but to repulfe her enemies, and prove a fecurity to all her neighbours in time of war; 
a thing wonderful in all refpeCts, and of which pofterity will fpeak with admiration, 
though from an unaccountable negligence, and want of attention, in the prefent age, 
we are fcarce fo well acquainted with that tranfaCtion as it deferves. 

I I. The government in Great Britain having, after many repeated infults and pro
vocations, found themfelves under a neceffity of obtaining fatisfaCtion from Spain by 
force, a fquadron for that purpof~ was fent to the Well Indies, and orders iffued to the 
governors of our refpeC1:ive colonies, and others his Majefty's officers in America, to 
annoy the Spaniards by all methods poffible. Thefe orders were received by Mr. Ogle
thorpe, in quality of general commander in chief, in the latter end of the 11)0nth of 
Sep~ember In9. W~ereuI?on he imme~iately confid.ered of ways and means for 
puttmg them III executIOn; m order to whICh he put hIS own regiment, and all the 
forces he could raife in Georgia, into the beft condition pollible. He fent to inform 
the Cherokees, and other Indian allies, of the fituation that affairs were in and to 
impower .them to enter into the Spanifh territories. He alfo fent up to Charl~s Town 
to aC9.uamt the. gov~rnor a~d aifembly with the prefent pofture of things; and to 
acquam~ ~hem w~th hIS rea~mefs to unde~take an expedition againfi: St. Augul1in ; 
for the Jomt fervIce of Carohna and GeorgIa. The plain reafon that he was defirous 
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of beginning to afr offenfively againft the Spaniards was, to raife the fpirits of his own 
people, to divert the Spaniards from the defigns which they were forming to bur 
prejudice, and to keep the war at the greateft difl:ance poffible. 

It is very clear, that from the fituatioa of things in Georgia, it was altogether im
pollible for .him to obtain a force fufficient for the execution of thefe defigns, without 
the affifl:ance of the province of Carolina; and as it was of equal importance to that 
province, that thofe defigns fhould be carried into execution, it was but reafomhle for 
him to expect, that all the ailiftance poffib12 fhould be given him.. Governor Bull, 
upon the General's application, acquainted the aifembly of Carolina with what had been 
propofed; and as they were very fenfible of the importance of the undertaking, of the 
views the Spaniards had to their prejudice, and of the preparations they were making 
to annoy both provinces, they {hewed a difpofition to give him what affifl:ance \Vas in 
their power. 

But at the fame time that they had thefe inclinations, they could not help confiderincr 
the fituation of the province, which under its circmnfiances at that time, was very fa~ 
from being in a condition to enter into a large expence, unlcfs thcre was a great proba
bility of fuccefs; by which it feems they underfl:ocd the reducing the fortrefs of 
St. Augufiin, with the firength of which, as it was a rep;ular fortification, had always 
in it a good gar {if on, and was highly conficlered by the Spaniards, they were very well 
acquainted; and they knew, befides, that feveral former attempts upon that place had 
been difappointed. That they might au therefore in fuch a manner as might equally 
Ihew their zeal for his Majefty's fcrvice, and their regard for the welfare of their confl:i
tuents, the affembly direued, that General Oglethorpe [honld be defired to explain 
himfelf fully, as to the nature of the aiIiftance he expedcd, and the ends he conceived 
it might anfwer, in cafe they fhould a~ree to grant him the afiillance he required. 

Upon which the Q-eneral, by the following letter, dated at Frederica, December the 
29th, 173 C), laboured to give them all the fatisfaEtion that was poilible, as \vell in 
regard to the matters under their confideration, as '.vith refpeu to his own conduct, in 
reference to the defigns he had in view, and th e ailiftance he expected. This letter 
was conceived in the following terms, viz. "I fend up \"ith this an officer to concert 
meafures for the fiege of St. Augufiin ; it will be neceihry to have twelve cannons of 
eighteen pound~rs each, with two hundrecl [hot for each gun, and powder proportion
able; one mortar-piece, and bomhs, with powder fufficient; eight hundred pioneers~ 
negroes or white men, with tools fuilicient for that number of men; fuch as fpades, 
hoes, axes, and hatchets, to dig trenches, make gabelines) and facines. If they are 
negroes, there muft be white men fufficient to guard them, and overfee them; veffcls 
and boats fumcient to carry the artillery-men, provifions, &c. \Ve flull have one thou
:Emd Iildians ; fix thouLmd bufhels of corn "ill be necefLry [Q feed them, or rice pro
portionable; alfo as mallY horfemen as can be had, who may pafs over the river 
S;lvannah, and p:1iling the Oakll1ll1~y, and Orony, and from thence to the ferry, on 
the river Alata, where they may pais ovc:r into the Spanilh Florida. Captain M'Pherfon, 
or Mr. Jones of Ponpon, can fhew them the path; for I [hould think the people of 
Carolina 'would do very \veIl to rail~ a troop of 1'angers, under the command of Captain 
]\1'Pherfon, who is a ,"cry good 0111cer. Captain vVanen aifLlred me that he would be 
vcry willing to afllfi in convoying the velfels, and in carrying cannon, &c. The 
Cherokee Indians have promifed me to be do\"n in 1\1arch ; I have not heard from the 
Creek nation lately, but I expect them down about the. fame time, and have had a 
party of them with me for fame months. I can march rour hundred mcn of the fl'::i
meat, and leave fufficient for the garrifons behind me. I have ordered three troops Lof 
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twenty men each to be raifed, but I have been difappointed .of horfes by. Captain Cuth. 
bert's de~lth, fo I have got yet only twelve. If the Ca:olma people wdl pay them, I 
believe they may raife fifty very good men at Pu~n{burg. I. fhould defire f~ur 
months provifions for four hundred men of the regIment, of nee and meat, wIth 
boats for carrying it to St. Auguflin, at the rate of one pound of each per diem 
for each man. I have thirty-fix cohorns, and about eighteen hundred 1hells: 
of the people of the province of Georgia) cannot draft many, becaufe I mufl not leave 
the country naked; and, as they are poor, if they negle8: their planting feafon, it will 
be difficult for them to fubfifl; therefore I would only raife two hundred, which is 
equal to the number of foldiers I fhallieave behind, and this I cannot do unlefs I can 
pay them. I believe they will be content with 91. Carolina currency per month, and 
fix: pounds of meat, and fix pounds of rice, each per week, befides which there mufl be 
pay to the officers. Therefore, if the affembly lhould grant me a fum fufficient, to pay 
them, and the provifions, I would raife the men. This is my opinion with relation to 
the preparations for diflodging the Spaniards at St. Auguflin, without which we cer
tainly cannot do it. The legiflative power of Carolina will be the befl judges of the 
fervice it will be to them. For my own part, I think that if we do not take this happy 
opportunity of attacking St. Auguflin whilfl it is weak, the Havanna being blocked up 
by our men of war, which renders them incapable of receiving fuccours from Cuba, 
all North America, as well as CaroEna and this province, will feel it feverely. As 
foon as the fea is free, they will fend a large body of trooDS from Cuba. You re
member the account you fent to England, of the preparations fome time fince made at 
Havanna; every thing is there flill, and if they fhould come up and land in Florida, 
we mufl then make a defenfive war, and they may then chufe who they will attack 
feparately. They may molefl all North America with their privateers, and if they can 
by any means get the flart of the men of war, they can run into fhoal-water, where 
they cannot follow them. I am willing myfelf to do all I pollibly can for annoying 
the enemy as his Majefly has ordered, and fhall fpare no perfonal labour or danger 
towards freeing Carolina of a place from whence their negroes are encouraged to 
maffacre their mafters, and are openly harboured after fuch attempts. The Spaniards 
attacked the ifland of Amelia, and murdered two men there; I, to return their civility, 
landed in Florida; the Spanifh horfe with a party of negroes and Indians advanced as 
if they intended to attack us; but before they were within two miles of us went very 
faft off. Our Indians purfued them to their forts, and kilied one of the negroes who 
had run away from Carolina, within a fe~ miles of St. Augufiin. I hope you will 
excufe this long letter, and believe me to be, &c." 

It is very clear from this letter, that the general meant to make the affembly of 
Carolina perfe8l:ly acquainted with his intentions, and with every thing relating to the 
execution of them; and that this might be more fully and effe8:ually done, he went 
himfelf to Charles Town, where, after many conferences and much deliberation on 
both fides, a fcheme of a8:ion was agreed upon, and an a8: of affembly was paff"ed 
April the 5th 1740, for carrying the fame into execution; the Carolina regiment for this 
fervice was raifed, and put under the command of Colonel Vanderduffen, and Mr. 
Oglethorpe, as gen7~al and commander in chief, publifhed a proclamation, fettling the 
terms of the eXpedItIOn, and amo.ngfi other things ~ecla:ed that he would give what
ever fhare of plunder came to hIm as commander m chIef towards the relief of fuch 
men as might happen to be maimed or wounded, towards {he affifiance of the widows 
.an~ children of f~ch as mig?t be killed, .and to~ards rewarding thofe that might difiin. 
gudh themfelves m the fervlce. All thmgs bemg prepared for entering upon this ex-
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pedition, with the troops of both provinces; the rendezvous for all the forces was ap
pointed at the mouth of St. John's river, where, accordingly, moR of them arrived the 
9th of May. But fome time before this the general had attacked and taken St. Francis 
de Pupa, a little Spani{h fort, wherein were a ferjeant and twelve fcldiers, about feven
teen miles from St. A uguftin. 

From the mouth of St. John's River the army marched on the loth of May to attack 
Fort Diego, about twenty miles diftant; which fort had nine fwivels, two carriage guns 
of two pound {hot, and fifty men; and having furrounded it, on the 12th they rent in 
a Spani{h prifoner with a drum, to fummon the garrifon, who immediately capitulated 
on the following conditions: I ft. The garrifon to furrender prifoners of war, and de
liver up the fort, with the guns and ftores, to the king of Great Britain. 2diy, That 
they fhould have liberty to keep their baggage, and not be plundered. 3dly, That 
Seignior Diego Spinofa, to whom the fort belonged, being built at his expence, and 
on his lands, {hould hold his lands, flaves, and fuch other effeCts as were not already 
plundered in the field. 4thly, That no deferters or runaways from Carolina, fhould 
have the benefit of this capitulation, but be furrendered at difcretion. This fort was 
garrifoned by fixty of the general's forces; and from thence they returned to the place 
of rendezvous, where they were joined by Colonel Vanderduifen, with the reft of the 
Carolina regiment, on the 19th of May, whence they marched again to Diego the 3 lit; 
and from thence, in two days, to Fort Moofa, in view of, and near two miles diftant 
from St. Auguftin, and twenty-three from Diego. The Spaniards having deferted 
Moofa, the general ordered the gates to be burnt, and three breaches to be made in 
the walls, which was plainly with a defign to prevent any of his own people from taking 
poft within the place. 

They then proceeded with the whole army to reconnoitre the town and cartle, after 
which they returned back to Diego; from thence the general ordered Colonel Van
derduifen to march with his regiment, and take poifeffion of Point Quartell, lying to 
the north of the bar, and feparated from Port Moofa by a creek; while the general, 
with about two hundred and fixty men of his regiment, and the greateft part of the 
Indians embarked on board the men of war, and arrived at the i!land of Anaftatia, 
oppofite to the caftIe; leaving behind him on the Main but between ninety and one 
hundred white men, highlanders and others, in his pay. with forty-two Indians, and two 
commiilioned officers, to alarm the Spaniards on that fide; but he gave a verbal com
mand of the whole to Colonel Palmer, a volunteer from that province. About the fame 
time two hundred failors, from the {hips, were landed upon that i!land, which the 
Spaniards direCtly abandoned, under the command of Captain Warren, Captain 
Law, and the honourable Captain Townfend, who were all very inftrumental in that 
fervice. 

While things were in this fituation, the Spaniards, on the 15th of June, marched 
a very confiderable body of their forces from St. Auguftin, in the grey of the morning, 
in order to attack the people under Colonel Palmer, at Moofa, in which they were 
but too fuccefsful; fince they furprized the people that were there, cut many of them 
to pieces, and took part of the reR prifoners~ which was <;>wing to the n~glea of the 
orders given them not to {hut themfelves up III a place whICh had been difmantled and 
ruined, on purpofe to {hew that the general did not intend to keep or ufe it as a for
tification. But the conveniency of lying under cover, tempted them to forget thofe 
falutary inftruCtions, which brought on their misfortune, and gave the general inex
prefiible concern, more efpecially for Colonel Palmer, who was a gentleman of experi-
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ence and interefl:, as well as a volunteer, who ferved purely out of zeal for the public 
good, and therefore jufl:ly efteemed. 

To prevent any accident of the like nature, and the more effeftu~lly to block up ~he 
place, which for want of numbers they were not able regularly to mvell:, t~e Carolma 
regiment was fent over to Anall:atia. In this ifland there were three batterIes erecl:t;d, 
all above a mile from St. Augufrin; but, however, they fired from them warmly, with 
fome prejudice to the place; from whence they were as warmly anfwered, but were 
mofr hurt from the fire from fix Spani{h half-galleys that lay within the harbour. This 
induced a propofal to the captains of the three men of war, to attempt the burning 
of thefe half-galleys; and upon a confultation between them and the land officers, 
this was agreed to; but afterwards the fea captains declared they thought it impraEti. 
cable, for want of fufficient depth of water at the entrance; yet this was difproved on 
the 27th of June, by the going in of Captain Robert Tyrrel, and. his coming ~ufagain 
on board a fchooner, who reported that there was water enough; yet the majonty voted 
the defign ll:ill imprafticable, which hindered any attempt to carry it into execution, 
though the land officers confidered it as a point that would have greatly contributed to 
the reducing of the place. 

When it was firll: propofed to attack the galleys, it was projefted in the following 
manner, viz. the general was to make a diverfion on the Main, by attacking the town; 
Colonel VanderduiTen, with part of his regiment, was to keep a continual fire on the 
town and cafl:le, from the batteries, while Captain Tyrrel was to have fet upon the 
galleys, with the feamen, and the rell: of the colonel's regiment. The general was ac
cordingly on the Main with his troops, expetnng that fervice; but the commodore 
difapproving this, and it being yet a fecond time agreed to be attempted, upon the 
remonfrrances of Colonel VanderduiTen, and Captain Warren; when the commodore's 
lieutenant was to have commanded the attack, new difficulties were further ll:arted 
when they came on {hore, and fo it was fiill unattempted. Yet it appears, that foon 
after the men of war flipping their cables, and putting out to fea in a fiorm, the colonel 
endeavoured to revive the attempt on the galleys in their abfence; but propofing it to 
the commodore's lieutenant, Mr. Swanton, who appeared to be a gentleman of fpirit, 
and commanded the feamen left on fuore, he was told, "He had orders left not to 
venture any of them before the return of the {hipping." 

Towards the end of June, fome floops, with a fupply of provifions for the garrifon, 
got in fafe at the fouth entrance, to the harbour of St. Auguftin, called the Metanfas, 
without having been difcovered by any of our men of war, till it was too late to in
tercept them. How this happened has not been hitherto accounted for, but it was a 
fe.afo~able relief to the garrifon, who had not then above three days provifion of bread
kmd 111 the place; and the hurricane feafon coming on, the commodore gave notice to 
the general, that he mull: leaye his ll:ation, and fail away with the King's fuips on .the 
5th ?f July. . Upon this it was reprefented, '" That fince the men of war were obliged 
to fall away, It would be neceiTary to fend the two men of war floops into the Metanfas, 
to guard that, and either fecure the retreat of the forces to Anall:atia, if they {hould be 
reduced to one, or affill: in continuing the blockade, till they fuould be enabled to act 
more o~enfively, by a further affill:ance." 

To thiS propofal i~ was agreed, provided the floops of war- had water enough to get in 
the:"e; and a counCIl was held July the 3d, wherein fome of the pilots that had been fent 
to kU:1d, declared upon oath, "There was not water enough on the bar of the Me. 
tanfas for the floops to go in, and if they could go in~ they could not lie fafe there from 
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a hurricane, nor could they fight above one a-breafr in cafe they were attacked by the 
galleys." 

But the commodore, afterwards afking Mr. Blomfield Barradel, lieutenant of the 
'Volf floop, who had been along with the pilots, and happened to be aboard his !hip 
that night, with fame captains, what he had to fay in that affair? he replied, that the 
pilots had given their opinion, and that he was not then to be examined; but if they 
aiked his opinion he would give it. They then defired he would; he affirmed, "That 
there was water enough on the bar for the floops to get in; that they could lie fafe 
from a hurricane when in; and that there was alfo fufficient room, when in, to fight 
three a-breafr, in cafe they were attacked." Upon the pilots afterwards objecting to 
their lying fafe, he aiked them, " Whether they remembered to have feen fuch an 
ifland when they were there?" And when they acknowledged they did, he replied, 
" That they ought to know they could lie fafe from a hurricane under that iiland." 
Notwithfranding which it was refolved afterwards in council, that they !hould take off 
all their men, and fail away, leaving Captain Townfend at Frederica; which put an 
end to the enterprize. 

Thus ended this expedition, which, though not attended with the fuccefs fome ex
pected from it, I mean the taking the fortrefs of St. Auguitin, was neverthelefs of very 
great confequence, inafmuch as it kept the Spaniards for a long time upon the defen
five; when if the fiege had not been undertaken, they ;\Vould certainly have been 
otherwife employed; it laid all the count~'Y open, fo that the Indians, in friendlhip with 
us, made excurfions up to the gates of the fortrefs; and the war being carried on in 
this manner for a length of time, and in conjunction with the Indians, bound them [0 
ftrongly to the Englifh interefr, that with a very little aHiflance from the people of 
Georgia, they kept the war at a difl:ance; fo that the inhabitants of Carolina felt none 
of its effeCts as a colony, except the 10fTes fuffered by their privateers, till the Spaniards 
executed their long projected invafion, in I7 . .J-2; in \\"hich they employed the \vhole of 
their fl:rength, and from which they expected to have changed the whole face of affdirs 
on the Continent of America; and even then the people of Carolina fuffered only by 
their fears. 

12. This expedition of the Spaniards, as has been already hinted to the reader, WJS 

really meditated before the war commenced, and had very probably taken place, if 
reprifals had not been made upon the Spaniards, on account of the depredations com
mitted by their guarda cofl:as; at leafl: we have reafon to judge fo, from the memo
rial of Sir Thomas Fitzgerald, before. mentioned ; in which he aHerted, that Georgia 
belonged to the crown of Spain, and \\hich he repeated in a fubfequent memurial. 
But the operations of our Beet in the \Vefl: Indies, under Admiral Vernon, put a flop 
to their preparations at the Rannna; and the flege of St. Al<lguflin, and its conle
quences, retarded them likewile for fome time. Y f"t as the Spaniards are not apt to 
defifl: from projects they have once formed, and as the minifl:ry at Madrid had very high 
expeCtations from the execution of this, they fl:ill kept it on foot, and only waited it)f 
a favourable opportunity for performing what they imagined would have entirely 
changed the fcene of things in North America. As to the manner in which they exe
cuted it at lafl, and the amazing difappoimment they met with not\yithltanding the vait 
force they employed, and the fmallnefs of that by which they were aililted, we had fo 
full, fo clear, and fo authentic an account publi!hed by authority, that I know of no 
method more fit to convey an idea of it, or lefs liable to any exceptions, than tranfcrib
ing it, the rather bccaufe as it frands here connected with the hlil:ory of Georgia, the 
reader will have all the lights that are necdTary to n:l1lkr every circUlpfl:ance in it 
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perfeaIy intelligible. ~hu? then that account, tr~nfmitted to us b~ General Ogle. 
thorpe, ran: "The begmmng of May la£l the Spamards fit~ed out theIr fleet fro?1 the 
Havarma, confifiing of fifty-fix fail, and between feven and eIght thoufand men,. WIth an 
intent to invade Georaia and South Carolina, and the other .florthern colomes. At 
their firft fetting out, i~ turning the Moor cafi:le, they loft a large fettee with one hun
dred and fifty men, and a few days after the fleet was difperfed by a ftorm; ~o t~at all 
the fhipping dill not arrive at St. Auguftin. !heJatter. end of May or begmm~g of 
June, Captain Haymer of the Flamborough, 10 hIs crmfe to the fouthward, fent In to 
General Oglethorpe for intelligence; who acquainted him, .that h: would pro~ably 
meet with fome Spanifh veifels to the fouthward of St. Auguftm; whIch he accordingly 
did and engaged ten fail of the Mofquetos and drove fame of them afhore; but in the 
aCtion lofl: feventeen of his men. He on his return acquainted the general with what 
had happened, and could not then come in for the defence of Georgia, but proceeded 
to Charles Town, to clean his fhip. The general thereupon fent Lieutenant Maxwell 
by water, and Lieutenant Hugh Mackay over land to Carolina, with advice to the 
governor, but no affiftance came from thence till after the retreat of the Spaniards. 
Lieutenant Colonel Cook was at Charles Town, in his way to London, when Lieutenant 
Maxwell arrived with the faid advice. 

" The 21 fl: of June, nine fail endeavoured to come into Amelia found; but the 
eighteen-pounders from Fort William, and the guard fchooner with eighty men, com
manded by Captain Dunbar, fired fo brifkly that they fheered off as fafl: as they could. 
The general, on this advice, refolving to fupport the forts on Cumberland, fet out with 
a detachment of the regiment on board his boats; fent Captain Horton with his com
pany of grenadiers before, and was himfelf obliged to fight his way with two boats, 
through fourteen fail of Spanifh veffels which endeavoured to intercept him in Cum
berland Sound. In this engagement feveral of the Spaniards being killed, the faid 
veifels fet out to fea, and did not join their fleet till the day before they left St. Simon's 
Sound. Lieutenant Tolfon, who commanded the boat of the greatefl: firength, infiead 
of following the general, run into a marfh, where he remained till next morning, when 
he returned to St. Simon's; for which behaviour he was put in arre£l, in order to be 
tried. Major Heron, from the fhore, feeing the general furrounded by the enemy, 
and hid in fmoke, concluded him lofl:; but next day, to the great joy of the people, 
he returned in the guard [chooner to St. Simon's, after having drawn the command 
from St. Andrew's, and the £lares and artillery that were there, and reinforced Fort 
William, where he left one of the boats he had with him. 

" He having laid an embargo on all the veifels in the harbour, took Capt. Thomfon's 
{hip, which mounted twenty guns, into the King's fervice, and manned her out of the 
fmall veifels which were of no force. He alfo called in the Highland company from 
D:,rien. Captain Carr's company of marines, and the rangers, from where they were 
differently detached; and fent Mr. Mullryne to Carolina, to get all the men he could. 
The 28th of June the Spanifh fleet came to anchor off St. Simon's bar, who were 
~iverted from comi~g in, or landing any of their troops for feveral days; in which 
tIme the, general raIfed anoth:r troop of rangers; and by rewarding thofe who did 
extraordmary d,:ty, and prOlmfing great encouragement to all who fhould fignalize 
themfelves ,on thIS occafion, he kept up the fpirits of the people, and increafed them 
num~er dally. The 5th of July, with the tide of flood, and brifk gale, thirty-fix 
Spamfh \:e!fels entere? St. SiJ?on's harbour, nine of.which were large top-mafi veifels. 
W. e reCeIVe? them WIth a bnfk fire from our batcenes and fhips, killed fame of them 
\vlth our eIghteen-pounders from the fort, and our four-pounders from the lower 
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battery. The Spanilh commodore, on board a !hip of twenty-two guns, with a fettee, 
with an eighteen-pounder and two nine-pounders in her bow, attemped to board Cap
tain Thomfon's !hip; but he with his great guns, Captain Carr with his company of 
marines, Lieutenant Wall and Enfign Otterbridge with a party of the regiment, made 
fo brave a defence, that the Spaniards were obliged to retire with lofs, A fnow of fix
teen guns at the fame time attempted to board our guard fchooner, but was alfo re· 
pulfed by Captain Dunbar; the en/agement lafted upwards of three hours, in which 
the enemy loft feventeen men, and had ten wounded. / They paffed all our veffels and 
proceeded up the river, upon which the general held a council of war at the head of his 
regiment, where it was the opinion of the whole immediately to march up to Frederica, 
for the defence of that place. 

" The general accordingly gave orders for the regiment to march, and ordered all 
the troops that were on board the veffels, to come ailiore, and direCted Captain Thom
fon, with the guard fchooner and prize floop, to make the beft of their way to Charles 
Town; and tbis was all done in fight of the enemy. The general, during this aCtion, 
being obliged to be fometimes on fhipboard, fometimes at the batteries, and to ad: as 
engineer, found himfelf under a neceility of having a lieutenant colonel witI-. his regie 
ment; he therefore appointed Major Alexander Heron lieutenant colonel in the abfence 
of Lieutenant Colonel Cook, who was alfo engineer, and the fub-engineer, having 
attended him to Charles Town, was alfo abfent. Late at night the general arrived at 
Frederica, after having dePcroyed all the ftores at St. Simon's, and funk the veffels that 
might be of ufe to the enemy, and rendered the guns incapable offervice, and ordered 
the wounded to be carried off on horfeback. That night the enemy landed their forces 
on a dry marlh about a mile and an half from the camp, under cover of their great guns. 
They lay all that night under arms, and the next morning took poffeffion of the camp 
which we left. 

" '3, About noon the Creek Indians brought us five Spanifh prifoners, from 
whom we had intelligence, that Don Manuel de Monteano, governor of St. Auguftin, 
commanded in chief the expedition; and that Major-General Antonio de Redondo 
chief engineer, and two brigadiers came with the forces from Cuba; that their whole 
number confifted of about five thoufand, and that the night before they had landed 
about four thoufand three hundred men. One of the prifoners the general fent with 
Mr. Bedon to Charles Town. The 7th of July, at nine in the morning, a ranger of the 
patrol brought an account, that the enemy were marching within a mile and an half of 
the town. Whereupon the general immediately ordered four platoons of the regiment 
to march, and in the meantime went himfelf with the HIghland company, who was 
then under arms. The Indians, and a party of rangers, came up with the enemy about a 
mile from the town, as they were entering the Savannah to take poffeilion of a ditch 
they had a mind to ufe as an entrenchment, but the enemy were attacked fo briikly that 
the general foon overcame them; moft of their party, which confilled of one hundred 
and twenty of their beft woods.men, and forty Indians, being killed or taken prifoners. 
The O"eneral took two prifoners with his own hands; Lieutenant Scroggs of the rangers 
took °Captain Sebaftian Sachio, prifoner, who commanded the party. Toeanoeowi, 
being {hot through his right arm by Captain Mageleto, drew his piftol with the left, and 
fuot him through the head. 

" The general purfued the enemy near two miles, and halted on an advantageous 
piece of ground until the party of the regiment came up; he ~ofted them w~th the 
Highlanders in a wood, \yi1h a large favannah or meadow 111 the front, over whIch the 
Spaniards muft pafs in their way to Frederica. After ,which he haftened back to 
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Frederica, and ordered the rangers, and company of men, to make ready. In the 
meantime two companies of Spaniards of fifty men each, and two hundred more of 
the enemies beft troops, came up with {houts, and drums beating; whereupon the 
general hearing platoons firing, immediately made hafte that way, and met three of the 
platoons, who in the fmoke and drizzling rain had retreated in diforder, and the fire 
continuing, he ordered his men to rally and follow him, who haftening on, found that 
Lieutenant Sutherland, with his platoon, and Lieutenant Charles Mackay, with the 
Highlanders, had entirely defeated the faid three hundred of the enemy, in which 
aCtion Don Antonio Barba was made prifoner, and mortally wounded; feveral others 
were killed, and two grenadiers were taken prifoners. Captain Demeret, and Enfign 
Gibbon, rallied their platoons, and came up to the ground. Captain Carr, with his 
company of marines, and Lieutenant Cadogan, with a party of the regiment, came up at 
the fame time, and were followed by Major Heron, with the body of the regiment. 
In both aEtions the enemy loft two captains, one lieutenant and two ferjeants; two 
drummers, and about one hundred and fixty private men; and one captain and nine
teen men were taken prifoners. The general, with the regiment, halted all night, 
about a mile and a half from the enemy's camp, to intercept all thofe who had 
llrag~led in the woods; and expeu.ing the enemy to make a fecond attempt to march 
in the morning; but the general having advanced with a party of Indians, before day
break, towards the Spanifh camp, found them all retreated into the ruins of the fort, and 
under cover of their cannon. 

" Next morning, the 8th of July, the general and his men returned to Frederica, 
and he appointed a general ftaff, viz. Lieutenant Primrofe Maxwell, and Hugh Mackay, 
aids-de-camp; Lieutenant Sutherland, brigade-major; and ferjeant John Stuart, fecond 
enfign, for his brave behaviour in the late engagement. The 9th and loth of July 
all hands were employed in the works at Frederica, and the Indians brought in fome 
fcalps and prifoners. The I I th of July a fettee and two quarter-galleys came within 
gun-ihot of the town; but on our firing fame guns and bombs from the fort, and the 
general going towards them with his boats, they returned to their fleet, and with the 
reft drew up in line of battle. The next morning, being the 12th of July, an Englifu 
prifoner efcaped from them, who informed us that the enemy, on their landing, had 
refolved to give no quarter; but from the day their grenadiers were defeated, they 
were in great terror, and entrenched themfelves, and gave orders that none fhould go 
without their fentinels, for fear of being furprized by the Indians. By other prifoners 
and deferters we were alfo told, that upon their calling over their rolls, there were 
two hundred and forty men and nineteen of their Indians miffing; that there were 
great divifions among them, infomuch that Don Antonio de Redondo, who commanded 
the Cuba forces, encamped feparate from thofe of St. Auguitin, and ttat the com
modore had ordered all his feamen on board. That night the general and five hun. 
dred men marched within a mile of the enemy's camp, intending to furprize them, 
b~t was prevented by the .tre~chery of a Frenchman, who was got among the company 
of boatmen, and fired hiS pIece and gave alarm to the enemy, and then deferted to 
them. 'When the general found his intention difcovered, he ordered all his drums to 
ben the grenadier's march, and then returned to Frederica. 

". The general, the next day ?eing the 13th of July, in order to defeat the infor
matIon of the French deferter, dlreEted a letter to be wrote, and fent by a Spanifh pri
foner, who, for ~he fa.ke of money the general gave him, and the promife of liberty, 
undertook to deliver It to the faid Frenchman, wherein he was infiruaed to acquaint 
the enemy's commanding officer of the defencelefs ftate of Frederica, and encourage them 

to 
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to come up by water under his pilotage; which letter the Spaniih prifoner delivered 
to the Governor of St. Auguftin, and it had fo good an effeCt, that the faid French. 
man was immediately taken into cuftody, and looked upon as a double fpy, and there
upon put into irons. The next morning, being the 14th of July, the Spaniards burnt 
the barracks and officers houfes at St. Simon's, and Captain Horton's houfe on Iekyll ; 
and the fame night they reimbarked with fo much precipitation, that they left a quan
tity of ammunition, provifions, and fome guns behind them. On the I jth all the 
large velfe1s with the Cuba forces on board failed fouthward, and the governor and 
troops from St. A ugufl:in on board the fmall craft:, went within land, and encamped 
in St. Andrew's, and caught fifty horfes, with a defign to carry them a,vay; bur on 
the general's appearing in his boats, the enemy {hot the fame horfes, and burnt the 
fort and houfes at St. Andrew·s. The general the next day, being the 16th of July, 
followed the Spaniards with all his fmall craft, but was not fl:rong enough to attack 
them. He landed a man out of his boat on Cumberland, who that night paired the 
enemy's camp, and early the next morning came to Fort "\Villiam, with advice to 
Enfign Stuart, that the Spaniards were beat off St. Simon's, and that the general \\as 
coming with fuccours, and ordered him to defend the fort to the utmoft. On the I Sth 
of July twenty-eight fail of Spani{h appeared off Fort "\Villiam, fourteen of \vhich came 
within land, and attacked the fort from their galleys and other veffels, and attempted to 
land, but were repulfed by a party of rangers from behind the fand-hills. Enfign Stuart, 
who commanded with fixty men in the fort, defended it fo bravely, that after an 
attack of upwards of three hours, they were obliged to put to fea with confiderab1e 10fs . 

• , The eighteen-pounders there difabled two of their galleys. The 19th of July 
the general was on his way to Fort William. The 20th ofJuly the general arrived at 
Fort William, and fent his boats and rangers as far as the river St. John, who returned 
next day, and brought advice that the enemy was quite gone; upon which the gene
ral gave the neceffary orders for repairing Fort William, and on the 22d returned to· 
Frederica. A few days afterw<mls the men of war from CharlesTown came off St. Simon's 
bar, and Captain Thompfon with fome volunteers from Carolina; our gllarJ fchooner 
and two galleys came into St. Simon's harbour; and Captain Hardy of the Rye man 
of war, receiving a meffage from the general, by Lieutenant Maxwell, who went on 
board him, fent for anfwer, that he would take a cruize with the refl: of the King's 
{hips. But the general apprehending the Spaniards, upon recovering their fright. 
might return with more courage and better conduct, continued Captain Thompfon's 
fhip in the King's fervice, and fent expreiTes over bnd to the northern provinces on 
this occafion. 

" Thefe forces were commanded by Don Manual de Monteano, governor of St. 
Augufl:in, commander in chief of the expedition; l\Iajor-General Antonio de Rodondo 
engineer-general, two colonels with brevets of brigadiers; and confifted of one regi
ment of dragoons difmounted, with their faddles and bridles; the regiment called the 
battalion of the Havanna, ten companies of fifty men each, drafted ofr from feveral 
regiments at Havanna; one regiment of the Havanna militia, confifiing of ten com· 
panies of 100 men each; one regiment of neg~oes, regularly officered by ~egroe_s; 
one ditto ot mulattoes, and one company of mlquelets; one company of tram, WIth 

proper artillery; Auguftin forces confifl:ing of about three .hundred men, ninety In. 
dians and fifteen negroes, who run away from South Carolma. To there accounts I 
fhall add the following depofition of Samuel Cloake, formerly belonging to his Ma. 
jefty's {hip the Flamborough, and taken prifoner off St. Augultin by the Spaniards in 
May 174Z. 

~' Frederica 
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" Frederica in Georgia, [s. 

" This deponent, being duly [worn, faith, T hat he was put prifoner on board a {hip 
called the Pretty N anoy, taken by the Spaniards from the Englilh, fitted out with ten 
carriage and fix fwivel guns, which was part of the fleet that carried the troops from 
St. Auguftin for the invafion of Georgia and South Carolina: That 1he had one hun. 
dred and fifty foldiers on board, befides failors: That he counted forty.four fail, be. 
fides the launches and thofe that went in land, and pettiauguas which carried the 
Indians: That they failed from St. Auguftin the beginning of June, and met with very 
hard gales for three days, which difperfed the fl~et: That the chief pilot on board the 
commodore was one Parris, belonging to Port Royal in South Carolina, and who was 
married there, and had a plantation in that province: That they came to an anchor with 
part of their fleet ofr Frederica bar, to the northward of it; and the Spaniards faid 
that they fhould not have found out Georgia, had it not been for Parris their pilot; 
that they lay feveral days at anchor off the bar, during which time the men were put 
into fmall boats in order to land; but feeing feveral men marching on the beach, they 
were afraid to land, as they intended, and came on board again; for about three days 
after, holding a council of war, they refolved not to land any men till they had made 
themfelves mafters of the harbour. During the time they layoff this bar, the Spaniards 
often whetted their fwords, and held their knives to this deponent's and other Englilh 
prifoner's throats, faying, they would cut" the throats of thofe they lhould take at 
Georgia. They failed on the 5th of July with a ftrong eafterlywind and tide of flood: 
That the Englilh fired from the Datteries and lhips very briikly, and the Spaniards faid 
that the Englifh ftood very well: That a four-pound {hot hulled the lhip where the 
deponent was; and one eighteen-pound fhot from the battery killed feven men on 
board the large lhip: That there were of the Spaniards eight three-maft fhips; the 
commodore's was a twenty-gun {hip; there was alfo a fnow with fourteen nine· 
pounders, and a galley with three large guns, one of which he heard was a twelve. 
pounder, which was manned with above one hundred men; there were alfo feveral 
privateers, fame of them with ten guns, and fame with eight: That the Spaniards and 
fame Irilhmen on board told him, that in the whole fleet there were about five or fix 
thoufand men, and were come with a defign to take Georgia, and after that go to Port 
Royal in South Carolina. He further fays, that they had a whole regiment of 
negroes, with a company of grenadiers, in the fame manner as other regiments have, 
and doathed in the fame livery as other Spani1h regiments; they were commanded by 
negro officers, and he faw the officers walking along with the Governor of St. Auguftin 
alhore; that they were dreifed in gold and filver laced doaths, like other officers, and 
that they were kept in the fame pay as the other regiments. He further faith, that the 
:£hip where this deponent was, was loaded with grenadiers and dragoons, who had on 
board faddles, bridles, piftols, and all accoutrements: That they landed all them from 
on board his {hip, and put a fmall· guard of ten men on board: That two or three days 
afterwards one of the captains and one ferjeant of the grenadiers came on board, and this 
deponent aiking the ferjeant whether he had been at Frederica, he anfwered, that the 
woods were [0 full of Indians that the devil could not go through them, and that the 
Indians had killed about one hundred and fifty of their beft men, and that there were 
but very few foldiers: Thofe who came on board were fo down.hearted that they 
could hardly fpeak a word: That upon this they were ordered to get water on 
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aboard, in order to get to rea in a hurry, which this deponent took tLe advantage of 
and made his e[cape to General Oglethorpe. 

Mark, 

14. It may be truly-raid, t'fJ.at there never happened in this part of the world~ any 
thing more honourable for the Englifh nation, or more likely to {hike a terror into 
their enemies, than this entire and total defeat of fa formidable an invafion, by fuch a 
handful of forces. InJ1ead of railing and heightening this [uccefs, to do honour to the 
general's character, W P ought rather to leffen or diminifh fome of its circumJ1ances, to 
render it in fuch an age as this more credible; but we have taken no liberties at all, 
the faB:s are reprefented J1ep by J1ep as they happened; and the reader is left to judge 
how far it appears from hence that Georgia is a true frontier, in refpect to Carolina; 
and what advantages are to be hoped for in cafe the new colony fhould increafe in a 
reafonable proportion for twenty years to come; but to help the reader's judgment in 
this refpect, and to fhew him in what light this tranfafrion was confidered by all our 
,colonies in America; the inhabitants of which were certainly the ablefl:, and mofl: 
equitable judges; it is requifite to obferve that John Tinker, Efq. governor of the 
Bahama Wands; Lewis Morris, Efq. governor of New Jerfey; William Gooch, Efq. 
governor of Virginia; George Clark, Efq.lieutenant-governor of New York; Gabriel 
10hnfon, Efq_ governor of North Carolina; Thomas Bladen,Efq. gon~rnor of Maryland ; 
and George Thomas, Efq. Governor of Penfylvania; all wrote to general Oglethorpe 
upon this memorable occafion, to congratulate him upon being the happy infl:rument 
in fo honourable and fo important a fervice; to affure him of the fhare they took in the 
honour he had acquired, and of the true fenfe they had of the great deliverance that 
providence had wrought for all the Briti{h colonies in North America, by his conduct 
and courage. Stronger tefi:imonies than thefe, with refpect to the confequence of the 
action he had performed, it was impoffible for him to receive, and better evidence than 
thefe letters afford it is likewife impoffible that we fhould have here at home; and 
therefore to fet this fact in its true light, and that the people of Great Britain may 
have a jufi: notion of the advantages arifing from this wife and well conducted defence, 
in which the bravery of Britilh foldiers, their affection for and confidence in their 
commander is fo clearly expreifed, I thought it reafonable to annex the copies of the 
letters written by the three firfi: mentioned gentlemen, as being equally honourable for 
them, and for the perfon to whom they are addreffed; and if I add no more, it is to 
avoid being tedious, and that I ill8Y have an opportunity of clofing the hiJ10rical part 
of this Chapter, with papers that do fo much honour to the new colony of which it 
treats. 

Copy of a letter from his Excellency JOHN TINKER, Efq. Governor of the Bahama 
Hlands, to General JAMES OGLETHORPE. 

S I ~ N. Providence, Nov. 6. I J.+2 

I am favoured with both of your Excellency'S letters of 3 I fi: of July and 16th of 
September, with an inclofed account of the Spaniards defcent upon your province, and 
your fortunate viCtory over them: upon which I beg leave to congratulate you, and to 
affure you none of your acquaintance can receive more real fatisfaction at an eV'2nt that 
mufi: contribute fo much to your honour and reputation as this lafi:. I rejoice too for 
the publi~ becaufe I am fure if you had not given fo good an account of them, the 
neighbouring provinces would have been in imminent danger. I know the general had 

VOL. XII. 3 Q orders 



DISCOVERIES AND SETTLEMENT~ 

orders to attack this ifland upon their return, fo I may jurtly thank you for raving me 
a great deal of trouble. 

If there is any thing in this government that can contribute to your pIeafure, and 
facilitate the continuance of our friendlhip and future correfpondence, I !hall, with j'JY, 
embrace the propofition. The bearer has been a long time hele, and can give you an 
exaCt account of the Carte du Pais. We are at prefent employed in repairing the for
tifications, and making fome additional ones, which will, I hope, be compleated this 
winter. I have the honour to be, with great regard and truth, 

Your Excellency'S moft obedient humble [ervant, 
(Signed) JOHN TINKEl\. 

Copy ofa letter from his Excellency LBWIS MORRIS, Efq. Governor of New Jerfey, to 
General JAMES OGLETHORPE. 

SIR, Burlington, the 2d of Nov. 174Zo 
I received the honour of yours of the 3 I ft of July laft, by the exprefs you fent along 

the continent, who is now got thus far back in his return to you. The conten!s of it 
gave me very great pleafure, as it informed me of your health, and of the great (or 
rather wonderful) fuccefs God has been pleafed to give to his Majefty's arms under your 
conduCt; and I doubt not has efleCtually convinced the aggreffors how unable they are 
to cope with refolute Britifh troops; and I hope will be a fufficient difcouragement to a 
fecond attempt of that kind; which, if the firft had fucceeded, might prove of dangerous 
confequence to his Majefty's plantations on the continent, efpecially the moft fouthem ones. 

You have gathered unenvied laurels, and well deferve to wear them. I take leave to 
affure you no body can be better pleafed with your fuccefs, than, 

Sir, your moft humble and obedient fervant, 
(Signed) LEWIS MORRIS.. 

E:.,:trafr of a letter from the honourable W J LLIAl\I GOOCH, Efq. Governor of Virginia, 
to General JA~lES OGLETHORPE. 

SIR, OCtober the 12th, 1742-
I received the letter of the 31ft of July your Excellency honoured me with, by the 

hands of your trufty courier, Mr. Watkins, and with it a very fenfible fatisfaCtion; 
I rejoice to hear your courage and conduCt have had their deferved fuccefs, in fo unequal 
a trial. Your prudential behaviour on the occafion cannot be too much applauded, 
nor actions fo truly laudable too much admired. The whole continent is under lafting 
obligations to you, for ycur extraordinary vigilance and magnanimity, when, not 
thinking your fervices to your king and country compleated, nor your valour fufficiently 
proved in the defence of your infant fettlement, againll: the repeated attacks of crud 
'and inhuman foes, more than could be expected, confidering their numbers; with an 
uncommon refolution you forced them in the field to a precipitate n. treat, and 
effeCtually defeated the defperate defigns of an enemy that had the vanity to flatter 
then:felves with the hopes of making an eafy conqueft of fome, at leaft, of the Britifh 
provmces. 

As thefe great aCtions are to be attributed to your fortitude, fo in my judgment the 
unexpeCted and vigorous oppofition they met with, endincr in fo fevere a rebuff, has 
~hrown them i.nto fuch diforder, that I am confident thofe trgops, were they all together 
111 St. Auguftm, could not [0 [oon recover fufficient courage to animate them to the 
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Eke undertaking; the confuuon and hurry in which they reimbarked, are fuch evident 
tokens of their being terrified and difmayed, that with your ufual watchfulnefs you may 
refl: fecure from further diil:urbance, &c. 

I am, Sir, your mofl: obedient and moft humble fervant, 
(Signed) WILLIAM GOOCH. 

15· We have now compleated the hil10ry of the Englifh colonies in America in fuch 
a manner, that the reader cannot help difcerning their intrinfic value and great im
portance; there is therefore no neceffity of our adding any thing on this fubjeCt here, 
and therefore we will confine our remarks entirely to the colony of Georgia, and 
eudeavour to {hew from what views, upon what hopes, and in how a great degree the 
public is interefted in the maintenance and fupport of this new colony. In the 
firfl: place, we have fecn that the trufl:ees originally defigned it for a boundary or 
frontier, to cover the other provinces upon the continent; that it was extremely 
proper for this, the very fituation of it thews; that it was extremely wanted we may 
gather from the hil1:ories of the other provinces, in which we find various infl:ances of 
the ruin of their advanced fettlements; from their leaving fo large a country as Georgia 
uncultivated, a plain fign of their fear of becoming nearer neighbours to the Spaniards; 
and from the names of places, fuch as Bloody Point, which commemorate the 
maffacres that have been heretofore committed in thofe parts; but the fl:rongefl: and 
clearefl: proof of all, is the memorial from the affembly of Carolina, in which the 
reader has feen this matter fiated in the fullel1: and fairefl: light; from all which I infer, 
that the efl:ablifhing of fuch a barrier, was a point worthy of public attention; and that 
the benefits accruing from it to Carolina, and all the provinces to the northward, might 
very well be confidered as a fufficient recompence for any expence that mis-ht attend 
the efl:ablifhing of fuch a frontier. That the public were not amufed in the hopes that 
were given them by the trufl:ees of Georgia in this refpect; that the fending a 
re~iment thlther, was not a needlefs or ufelefs expence; and that the money employed 
in fortifying there, was not either wafl:ed or thrown away, manifefl:ly appears by their 
reFulfing [he Spaniards in the late invafion. If this was folely owing to the braverY1 
firmnefs, and Hrength of the new colony, then furely there is no room to find fault 
with it; and if the province is as fome people would have it, thinly peopled, and very 
little capable of defence, what applaufe is due to the general, who, without the 
leafl: ailifhnce from any other place, could repel fuch a force, and thereby fecure all 
our colonies in North America. Take it either way, we are fure of a barrier while we 
have Georgia under his direction. 

In the fecond place, this country was defigned as an afylum for difl:reffed people in 
our own country, and for fuch indufl:rious foreign Protefl:ants as {bould be willing 
to go thither. If we confider the thing in this light, the fupporting this defign was no 
favour in the government; for it is the duty of every government to provide for fuch 
of its poor fubjeCts as are willing to work; and the leaf[ they can do, is to fend them 
to the colonies, fince it muft be owing to their faifmanagement that they have not 
employment at home; but it is not their duty only, it is their interefl: a1fo; for men 
:tctive and induftrious, who can find nothing to do, and are at a lofs to find any thing 
to eat, are not apt to remain long in fuch a condition; and f urely it is better to fend 
fuch people abroad, though at a fmall expenee, than to fee them for waat of fuch care, 
fend themfelves to the gallows. In times of general and continued peace, there will, 
however, be fuch overflowing in mofl: nations; under arbitrary princes from mms 
avenion tv flayery, under free governments from a fupetabundance of people. In both 
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cafes that government is to be c.ommended, \Vhich,.'ay~g .hold of ~hefe overfl~wings, 
applies them to its own ufe. To gI.ve ~uch pe0I:1e terntones, IS.tO acqmre, th~ugh It feems 
a folecifm in fpeech, the v:ry terntone~ you gIve; fo.r l~d W1th~ut people IS of no ufe; 
but land inhabited and cultIvated by whIte people, let It he where It wIll, IS of great value; 
and that value is much enhanced w hen that land is cultivated, and thofe people are 
fettled precifely where you :vant them moil:. This is t~e cafe of Georgia; for the C:arolina 
memorial tell us, that whIte men were not to be ralfed there for money; whIch was 
the fame thing as if they had told the government, that the beft way they could 
employ their money, was in fending of white people thither. But when we confider 
the expence of fending white men, and compare it with the purchafe of negroes, the 
cafe appears Hill more &dvantageous; fince the white men come cheaper, and are of 
much greater advantage; by fettling them you acquire ufeful fubjeCts, and confequently 
increafe your force; by pm·chafing negroes, you only gain fa many flaves that. increafe 
your danger and terror, by leffening your force. Your, own pe~ple and fore~gn Pro
teftams will be always yours, but negroes are any body s that wIll but promlfe them 
better conditions than they have under you, which may be very eafily done; and of 
what ill confequence this may prove, appears from the negro regiment in the 5panilh 
fervice; for had they fucceeded in their invafion, and once penetrated into a colony 
full of negroes, they might have raifed new regiments by barely beating their drums; 
regiments that would have been equally terrible to us, and ufeful to then! from their 
knowledge of the country, and from their hatred to their old mafters. 

There was a third advantage propofed in the fettling this new colony where it is 
fettIed, and from the terms upon which it was fettled; and that was, the fecuring the 
nations of Indians which inhabited the vaft countries to the fouth and fouth-weft of 
Georgia, in the Britiili intereft. A thing fo much the more neceifary, confidering the 
views that the French had of the fame kind; and of vaft importance to all the colonies, 
as the maintaining of friendiliip with thefe nations, muH neceifarily interrupt the cor
refpondence between the French colonies of Canada and Louvifiana, upon which 
their being formidable to us North America abfolutely depends; fince if ever they 
complete it, every child that can be brought to comprehend a map, will fee that they 
will fur round all our colonies on the main, from Nova Scotia to Georgia; but by this 
laft colony, we have bid fair for interrupting their defign, by engaging in our intereft 
thofe Indian nations moft capable of doing us good and them hurt; as for inftance, the 
Lower and Upper Creeks, a nation fo called from their country being interfeCl:ed with 
rivers, which country extends from the river Savannah to the lakes of Florida, fouth
ward and weftward, to the Cherokee mountains and the river Coufa; fo that we may 
eafily difcern ho'v ufeful their friendiliip muIl: be to the colonies of Georgia and 
Carolina, more efpecially when it is confidered that they are a very brave, a very 
numerous, and a very faithful nation, as appears from their conduCt in the prefent war; 
in which they have iliewn as heroic courage as any the Greek hiftory records, and a 
fidelity to their allies, equal to that of the early Romans, which has been owing to 
alliances concluded with equity and fupported by integrity, and the fame conduCt con
Hantly purfued towards them, will for ever bind them to our fervice. 

The Cherokees poffefs the mountainous country weftward to the river Miffiffippi, as 
the Chickefaws do the plains to the fouth-weft of the country of the Cherokees, both brave 
and numerous nations, enthufiaftically fond ofliberty; in which it is our intereft to fupport 
and maintain them againft the French. Hence it appears that in this light the 
trufl:ees \~ere both well informed, and have happily fucceeded; the reafon of the thing, 
and the hlftory of the country plainly proves this; and, befides, they have the only kind 
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of evidence in credit with the moderns; I mean, that all they promifed themfelves has 
been verified by the event. 

By the happy fituation of this country, the inhabitants of it will not only be enabled 
to .proteCt and defend the northern colonies that lay behind it, but may be alfo of great 
ufe to Jamaica and the Leeward iflands. I am fenfible that there are many that will 
affeCt to treat the firft part of this affertion as ridiculous, and to fneer at the latter as 
chimerical; but I have confidered very well what I have aiferted, and am from thence 
convinced of the truth of what I fay. I can very eafily forefee that it may be objeCted, 
my own book iliews that there are thoufands and ten thoufands in Virginia, Penfylvania, 
New York, the Jerfeys, and New England; and therefore it is a jeft to fay that thefe 
great and populous countries are to be proteCted by a handful of poor people juft fettled 
in Georgia; yet for all this the faCt muft be true, or that colony abandoned. If we, 
here at home, continue to proteCt and to fupport the people of Georgia, and in con
fequence of that proteCtion and fupport, induce them to confult their private intereft, by 
purfuing fuch fchemes as are moft for the public advantage, Georgia will very foon be 
full of people, and of ufeful people, who muft have. their tools, their cloathing, and 
other neceifaries from hence; and who will be in a condition to pay us plentifully for 
all they have. Georgia, if attended to, may become as populous as Barbadoes, or 
the Bahama Iflands, and that in a very iliort fpace of time; for if a large bounty were 
given for a certain number of years, upon every pound of filk imported from thence, 
we iliould fee it a rich and thriving colony, and people would flock thither from all 
parts; who, by maintaining their treaties with the Indians, might eftabliili an effectual 
barrier againft both the French and Spaniards, with all their Indian allies. All this is 
highly poilible and praCticable, nay, and very probable too; and when once it comes 
to be a faCt, there will be no fort of abfutdity in faying the people of this colony, and 
their Indian allies, will aITord {helter and proteCtion to the fettlements that lie to the 
north of them. But this is not all, for as I obferved before, if the inhabitants of 
Georgia once become numerous, they will then, in confequencc of their fituation, be 
moft able to 'help Jamaica, by a fupply of ftout, well difciplin~d, white men, in cafe 
of any attack by the French or Spaniards ; or, which is an evil they are not altogc:ther 
fecure from, any fudden infurreCtion of their negroes. I very readily grant that I 
argue from an uncertainty, that is to fay, we are not fure that this colony ,,-ill be fo 
proteCted and fupported; but if it be, the confequences are abfolutely certain; and 
the confideration of thefe confequences ought to be no mean argument with our 
government to maintain and fupport it. 

We are now come to the very laft article of our remarks, which is the hopes that 
may be rationally entertained of the produce ofthis country. We will begin with what 
the truftees certainly defigned {hould be the ftaple commodity of Georgia; I me:::.n 
£Ilk. That this country is very happily fituated, that its foil and climate render it very 
fit for producing filk, cannot be denied by any who are at all acquainted with this 
rich branch of commerce, which fome very good judges have affirmed to be much 
more confiderable than either the linen or woollen manufaCture. This country lies 
aloner the fea-fide, is well \vatered within land, has a foil extremely prC;XT for the 
cult~re of the mulberry-tree, and is feated in a latitude and climate we might judge 
would prove aerreeable to the filk.worm. Thefe circumftances might very naturally 
lead one to expeCt that the inhabitants might fet about the produCtion of filk in this 
country, for their own advantage. I.Vith a view to this, proper perfons have been 
fent thither: the experiment has been tried, filk made in Georgia has been fent over, 
and Sir Thomas Lombe, and other excellent judges of that' commodity, have ueclared, 

that 
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that it is in all refp"as as good, and works to the full as well or bett.cr tl an any Piedmont 
£Ilk, which !lands us in twenty fhillings a pound. At the very' t~me that this Chapter 
is under my hand a letter has been received from the reverend mmlfl:er of the Proteftant 
congregation at Ebenezer, ?y which it plainly appear~, that £Il~ may be produced in. the 
greatefl: perfeCtion, and wIthout any confiderable difficulty 111 tIllS country, provIded 
the people had proper encouragement. Weare not to under 1and by this, that the 
people in that country affect to make terms with us, and refufe to raife filk unlefs we 
will give them more for it than it is worth; for the faCt is quite otherwife, the 
encouragement they demand, is not fo much on their own behalf as for the fake of 
the commodity. 

All beginnings are hard, and thefe people, in undertaking this work, are beginning 
two things at the fame time, viz. to raife :filk, and to raife a fubfiftence: if there 
interfere with each other, it is very plain that the former mufl: give way to the latter. 
It is natural for people to wiih to live well, but it is neceffary that they lhould live fome 
way or other; and therefore this poor clergyman honeftly tells us, that his people 
having now got into a way of winding the filk off the cocones, they would apply them~ 
felves more diligently to this bufincfs, if they were not called off by other cares, that is, 
to get wherewithal to live upon. If therefore we really mean to promote the raifing 
of £Ilk in general, and aim, infl:ead of curiofity, to make it a commodity, we need only 
declare a bounty upon it; this would fpeedily do the bufinefs; it wOHld encourage 

- every body there to turn their hands to this work, and it is a work to which all hands 
may be turned, women and children as well as men; and no fuch hard labour as to 
render {laves neceffary. What this might produce we may in fome meafure guefs, 
from what the culture of filk produces in Italy; where four and five pounds an acre 
are common prices for lands that bear mulberry trees, where the leaves are fold at a 
high rate, and where the poor people willingly give their time and labour, in feeding 
and attending the worms, for half the price of the filk; which is but divided between 
the labourer and the landholder; amounting commonly to between three and four 
pounds a tree. If once this bufinefs was effeCtually fet a-going, there is no quefl:ion 
but the progrefs would be very fpeedy, and the bounty paid for a few years, would 
mofl: effeCtually eftablilh both commodity and colony. 

On the other hand it ought to be confidered, that the price of Georgia filk, and the 
bounty upon it, wouM be both paid in our own commodites; whereas we pay now for 
Piedmont filk wholly in ready money; fo that the difference to the nation will be but a 
very trifle; perhaps I !hould not carry the thing too far, if I faid nothing. It is very 
pollible, that when this trade came to flourilh in Georgia, it might alfo be fet up in 
Carolina, and even in Virginia, there being no fort of doubt, that with due attention 
and application, £Ilk might be produced in both thefe colonies; neither is this any new 
difco'tery, but what has been obferved by all the writers upon the affairs of the plan
tations for many years paft; but if it !hould be the cafe, it would not be at all de
trimental to this nation; but on the contrary, this very thing will lay us under a new 
obligation to Georgia. for then we lhould have the filk manufaCture as much in our 
hands, if not more, than we have the woollen; and how vaft an alteration this would 
make in the balance of our trade, may be eafily !hewn. 

It is to be obferved, that in all filk manufaaures there are two kinds of £Ilk employed, 
one for t?e warp or cane, wh~ch is the very filk that our ~olo?ies would produce; but 
before thlS filk can be ufed, It muft be thrown by an engme mto what is called organ
~ine, for which there is at prefent but one engine in this kingdom, which is the famous 
filk.mill at Derby; fince the ereCting of which his'Sardinian majefty has prohibited 
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the exportation of raw filk from his dominions; fo that what we h;tve from his country 
is organzine. He has done £lill more for the benefit of his fubjeCts!; for he has laid 
fuch high duties upon our manufaCtures, as amount almo£l to a prohibition; fa that as 
I have more than once faid, we are obliged to pay for this filk in ready money, for it 
is fa neceffary to us, that our filk manufaCtures cannot be carried on without it; and 
by this means his fubjeCts take annually from this nation about two hundred thoufand 
pounds in money. Befides what we receive from Piedmont, we have likewife can
fiderable quantities of raw filk of the fame kind with tha( from Genoa, and other parts 
of Italy; which is thrown into organzine by the engine at Derby. 

As to the other kind of filk, which makes the woof or {hute, it comes to us from 
many places, but particularly by the way of Turkey; fo that if ,ye had the former kind 
of filk from our plantations, it would enable us to confume a much greater quantity of 
this other filk that cometh to us by the way of Turkey, for which we pay in our 
woollen manufaCtures; fa that here is plainly a double advantage; fir£l, of faving 
the ready money which is paid for one kind of filk; and next, increafing the ex
portation of our own goods, for which we bring home in exchange that other kind of 
filk; and if once we were in poiTeffion of thefe advantages, there would follow a third, 
equal, if not fuperior to both; for we fhould be then inconte£libly able to fabricate all 
kinds of wrought filks at fo cheap a rate as to underfell mo£l parts of Europe; which 
would d,'aw a demand from Germany, Flanders, Spain, and Portugal, to the incon
ceivable benefit of the merchants and manufauurers of this kingdom, who are beyond 
all que£lion in conjunuion with the feamen, who muil thrive ,,,hen they do, the moH: 
valuable people in it, and by whofe indufl:ry the reil are maintained. Thus we fee that 
the defign of eilablifhing the bufinefs of raifing filk in Georgia, is in itfelf a matter of 
vaH: moment, not to the truftees or the inhabitants of that new colony only, but to the 
whole nation; a thing that would give a new turn to our trade; employ a multitude 
of hands at home, by promoting both the filk and woollen manufauures; enlarge 
our commerce abroad, encreafe our fhipping, augment the number of our feamen, and 
enable us the better to bear thofe vail txpenccs into which~ it is faid, the circumftances 
of affairs abroad have neceiTarily plunged us. 

Before I part with this fubjeu, I think it becomes me to add fomewhat with refpeCt 
to the conduCt of the King of Sardinia, which, from what I have faid above, may be 
thought in fome meafme unkind towards this nation; whereas, properly underf!:ood, 
nothing of that fort will appear. The firil and great concern of every prince, or at 
lea£l of every wife and good prince, is t~e welfare of his owr: fu~jeus; and with refpeu 
to the monarch of whom we are fpeakmg, he has purfued It with great fteadinefs and 
prudence. His duties upon French commodities are very low; fo that his fubjeus are 
furnifhed fl'om thence with wooll~n manufauu:es at. very reafo:.able rates, and by 
putting our goods under a very. hIgh cu~om ,hIS fubJeus fell theIr filk dear, and for 
ready money; and thus, by the ll1terpo!ltlOn of the government, they make the mof!: of 
their goods, and are as rich as the nature and extent of their country will permit 
them to be. It muil indeed be allowed, that as things ftand at prefent his Sardinian 
Maje£ly's political ~nd cOI?m~rcial conc:"rns are in r ~ manner oppofite to ~ach other; 
but this does not hmoer hlln from purfumg both. 1 he balance of power 1I1 Italy is a 
thing of vail importance to him, fince, if!t fh0.uld ~e J?il, ~e would fc.arce be able to 
keep his dominions; but the trade of hIS fubJeD:s IS h~ewlfe o[ great Importance, for 
without that his dominions would be hardly worth keepmg. HIS conduu therefore in 
both re[peCts is wife and ju£l, though it falls out 10 be in fome meafure prejudicial to 'us, 
and that too in our tendereft concerns, our manufaCtures and our trade .. 

But. 
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But what then, ou,)'ht we to differ with or blame him? nothing like it; we ought, 
011 the contrary, to Dadmire and imitate. ?im; we ought ~o ~nake the fame dif· 
tinCtion that he does, between our pohtlcal and comm.erClal Illtere~s; we ought 
to {hew ourfelves firm in fupporting the former, and III order to It we muft be 
vigorous in promoting the latter. We fee very plainly and .clearly, or at leaft we 
may fee it if we will, that th~re is nothing n~ore p:a~lcable 1~ the ~orld, th~n the 
raifing the filk trade in GeorgIa; the country IS fit lor It, the chma~e IS fit for It; we 
have raifed, and may rane, what quantities of mulberry-trees we will; the filkworm 
thrives there wonderfully well, which however is the cafe of very few countries; and 
the filk brought from thence has been found excellent. If all this does not pafs for 
demonihation in a matter of this nature, it is in vain to look for demonftration. On 
the other hand, that the raifing of filk in Georgia would fill that country with white 
people; would fecure to us the affeCtion, and the afIiftance of the neighbouring 
Indian nations, and fo render it an effeCtual frontier is beyond all difpute; and that the 
advantages accruing to this kingdom, by enabling that plantation to furni{h us with filk 
equal in quality to the Italian, are fo plain. and certain that I make no fcruple of 
affirming, that if due care was taken in this refpeCt, all the expence neceffary to eftablilh 
the filk trade there, would not amount to above one year's purchafe of the profits, 
five and twenty years hence; by which I mean, that the advantages accruing from this 
colony to Great Britain, in 177 I; fuppofing the filk trade immediately fettled there, 
and by immediately, I mean no more than as fa on as pofIible, will equal all that the 
public has or may layout upon that fettlement before it becomes able to maintain 
itfelf. We manure our lands before we expeCt crops from them; we manufaCture our 
goods before we fend them to market; we educate our children before we expect they 
fhould provide for themfelves; and why {hould not we take the fame care of this colony, 
before we expect public advantages from thence. 

It has been already {hewn what may be expected from the different method purfued 
in the eftablifhing this and other colonies; and how eafily, and how entirely, it may 
be turned to the fervice of Great Britain, fa as in the compafs of a few years to anfwer 
national expectations, better than colonies that have been much longer fettled. But we 
muft keep thefe points in view? we muft proceed as we have begun, or all that we have 
hitherto done will be thrown away; and if it {hould, we can blame nobody but our. 
felves. We have feen the filk trade planted there; we have feen it take root, and even 
bring forth bloffoms, which, if the beft judges may be trufted, promife the faireft fruit; 
let it not then be loft for a little care or a little expence, if that be neceffary, in pruning 
and watering it. 

I might likewife take notice of the raifing wine here; indeed, I have promifed it, 
but I have infifted fa long upon filk, that I can be but {hart upon this head; yet fome. 
thing I will fay. There were great hopes that this improvement might foon have been 
brought to perfection, but fame difficulties have been found in the way, and they are 
chiefly thefe: The coat of the natural grape is not ilrong enough, and therefore when 
it grows ripe they buril. The froft, about the vernal equinox, frequently kills the 
vines when they are {hooting; and as to the European grapes, it is found that the 
infects of the count~·y d:ftroy them. . Y et exp.erie~ce h~ {hewn, that by grafting the 
Europea~ on the wIld vme, all thefe mconvemenCles are III a great meafure prevented; 
for then It {hoots l~ter, and fo efcapes the froft better; the grape !kins become thicker 
and ftronger, and mfects do it lefs prejudice: fa that there are full hopes that wine 
may ~e made there, bot~ in great plenty, and in great perfection; and if we reflect on 
the mIftake we made, WIth refpect to the Cape of Good Hope, which we abandoned 
as worth nothing, and which the Dutch, by their induftry, have made one of the 
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finefl and mofl valuable plantations in the world; we [hall not be hafty in flighting 
thefe hopes. 

Befides, there is nothing wanting in this country but a fufficient number of inhabit
ants, to render it, in every refpeCt, a fertile and a pleafant fettlement. They reap very 
good wheat here in May; they mow their grafs in June; they might cultivate ric'? hore 
to great advantage, if that was judged proper, which, hmvever, fOf many good rea[ons, 
is thought not fo; olives flourifh there in the greatefl perfeCtion; and fo do oranges in 
the [outh part of the province, where (I fpeak on the credit of eye-witneifes) an orange 
tree has been known, in feven years time, to have been fifteen fec[ from the root to the 
branches. 

Thefe confiderations, with refpeCt to the confequences that may follow from the 
improvement of this Iaft fettlement, \",hich I look upon to be the honour of the prefent 
age, have proceeded folely from a regard to truth, and to the public fen'ice which are 
the fame motives that have direCted me through the courfe of this undertaking. It 
appeared to me that there were many things, in relation to moft of the colonie~, and 
particularly in refpeCt to this, about which the world in general was either mifinfonned 
or not informed at all; and therefore I thought it v,-ould be doing fome fervice to trade, 
to the colonies, and to the public, if thefe points were fully and fairly treated; for 
which purpofe I took pains to procure the beft materials I could, and have digefted 
them in the beft method I was able, but in fuch a way that the principal faCts appear 
all along with their proper authorities; fo that the reader fees to what he gi\'e~ credity 

and is not obliged to take any'thing upon truft from me; all my reafonings being fub
mitted, as they ought to be, to his judgment, with full liberty to admit as little or as 
much as he thinks fit, when he has duly weighed the arguments that are offered in 
fupport of them. It is in this v;ay, and in this way only, that fedcntar;: perfons can 
make themfelves ufeful to fociety, and in this way they may be very ufeful, by furniih
ing others with an opportunity of yiewing and refleCting upon things which otherwife 
might never have come to their notice. 

One thing more I muft obferve before I conclude this chapter, which is, that if there 
be any thing in it, or inJecd in any of thofe relating to the Britifh plantations, which 
ought, in a particular manner, to claim the attention of the public; it is, in a great 
meafure, due to the lights afforded by the Honourable James Oglethorpe, from y;hom, 
if the author has caught any part of that generous fpirit, ,,-hich inclines a man to bend 
all his thoughts, and turn all his labours, to the fervice of his country, it is but juft that 
he ihould acknowledge it; and this he is the more ready to do, becau[e if there be any 
merit in his performance, capable of making it known to and efteemed by poftcri!y, 
he would willingly confecrate it as a mark of his eil:eem and gratitude, for the many 
infofmations he has received, and the right turn that has been given to his inquiries, 
by that knowing and worthy perf on, who is equally happy in reildering the greateft 
perfonal fer vices himfelf to the community, and by infufing the like difpofition in 
others, both by his example and converfation. 
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THE FIRST VOYAGE OF M. MARTIN FROBISHER, 

TO THE NORTH-WEST, 

}'OR THE SEARCH OF THE STRAIGHT OR PASSAGE TO CHIN A, 

WRITTE); BY CHRISTOPHER HALL, MASTER IN THE GABRIEL. 

And made in the Year of our Lord 1576. * 

THE 7th of June being Thurfday, the two barks, viz. the Gabriel and the Michael, 
and our pinnace, fet fail at Ratcliffe, and bare down to Deptford, and there we 

anchored; the caufe was) that our pinnace burR her bowfprit and foremaft aboard of 
a iliip that rode at D,S:ptford; elfe we meant to have paffed that day by the Court then 
at Greenwich. 

The eighth day, being Friday, about twelve o'clock, we weighed at Deptford, and 
fet fail, all three of us, and bare down by the Court, where we iliot off our ordnance, 
and made the beft fhew we could. Her Majefty, beholding the fame, commended it, 
and bade us farewell, with fhaking her hand at us out of the window. Afterward fhe 
fent a gentleman aboard of us, who declared that her Majdly had good liking of our 
doings, and thanked us for it; and alfo willed our captain to come the next day to the 
court to take his leave of her. 

The fame day, towards night, Mr. Secretary Woolly came aboard of us, and declared 
to the company 1 that her Majefty had appointed him to give-them charge to be obedient 
and diligent to their captains and governors in all things, and wifhed us happy fuccefs. 

The 12th day, being over againfL Gravefend, by the cafl:le or blockhoufe, we ob. 
ferved the latitude, which was 5 I degrees 33 minutes, and in that place the variatiori 
of the compafs is 1 1 degrees and a half. 

The 24th day, two o'clock in the afternoon, I had fight of Faire Iile, being from us 
fix leagues North and by Eaft; and when I brought it N.W. by N. it did rife at the 
fouthernmoft end with a little hummock, and fwamp in the midft. 

The 25th day, from four to eight o'clock in the forenoon, the wind at N.W. by N. 
a frefh gale, I caft about to the weftward, the fomhernmoft head of Schetland, called 
Swinborne Head, N.N, W. from me, and the land of Faire HIe W. S.W. from me, I 
failed direClly to the north head of that faid land, founding as I ran in, having 60, 50, 
dnd 40 fathoms, and grey red fhells; and within half a mile of that ifland, there are 
36 fathoms; for I failed to that ifland to fee whether there was any roadfted for aN. W. 
wind; and I found, by my founding, hard rocks, and foul ground, and deep water, 
within two cables length of the fhore, 28 fathoms, and fo did n'ot anchor, but plied to 
and fro with my forefail and mizen, till it was high water, under the ifland. The tide 
fetteth there NoW. and S. E.; the flood fetteth S. E. and the ebb N.W. 

The 26th day, having the wind at South, a fair gale, failing from Faire Ifle to Swin
borne head, I did o?ferve the latitude; the ifland of Fowlay being VV. N.W. from me 
fix leagues, and Swmborne Head E. S. E. from me, I found my elevation to be 37 de-

• 'i'o Hakluyt, iii. 29. 
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grees, and my declination 22 degrees 46 minutes; fo that my latitude was 59 degrees 
46 minutes. At that prefent, being near to Swinborne Head, having a leak \vhich did 
trouble us, as alfo to take in frefu \vater, I plied room wi~h a found, which is called 
S. Tronions, and there did anchor in feven fathoms water and fair fand. You have, 
coming in the found's mouth, in entering, fe\'enteen, fifteen, twelve, ten, nine, eight, 
and feven fathoms, and the found lieth in N. N.\l\T. and there we rode to a weil: fun, 
and il:opped our leak; and having refrefued ourfelves with water, at a N. N. \V. fun, 
I fet fail from S. Tronion8, the wind at S. S. E. and turned out till we were clear of the 
found, and fo failed weil: to go clear of the ifland of Fowlay. And running off toward 
Fowlay, I founded, having fifty fathoms, and ftreamy ground; and alfo I founded, 
Fowlay being north from me, one league off that ii1and, being fifty fathom at the fouth 
head, and il:reamy ground, like broken oatmeal, and one fuell being red and white like 
mackarel. 

The 27th day, at a fouth fun, I did obferve the latitude, the ifland of Fowlay being 
from me two leagues E. N. E., I found myfelf to b,:: in latitude 59 degrees 59 minutes, 
trulyobferved, the wind at S. S. W. I failed VI. by N. 

From twelve to four o'clock in the afternoon, the wind at fauth, a fair gale, the fuip 
failed W. by N. fix leagues; and at the end of this watch I founded, having fixty 
fathoms with little il:ones and fuells; the ii1and from us eight leagues eafl:. 

The I ft July, from four to eight 0' clock, we failed weft, four glaifes four leagues, 
and at that prefent we had fa much wind, that we {pooned afore the fea S. W. two 
leagues. 

The 3d day, we found our compafs to be varied one point to the weftwards. This 
day, from four to eight o'clock, we failed \V. by S. fix leagues: 

From eight to twelve o'clock at noon, W. by S. four leagues; at that prefent I found 
our compafs to be varied eleven degrees and one-fourth partto the weftward, which is 
one point. 

The I rth day, at a S. E. fun, we had fight of the land of Frifeland, bearing from 
us W. N. W. fixteen 1~ague8, and rifing like pinnacles of fl:eeples, and all covered with 
fnow. I found myfelf in 6 I degrees of latitude. Vve failed to the {hore, and could 
find no ground at ISO fathoms; ,,-e hoifted out our boat, and the captain, with four 
men, rowed to the {hare to get on land ; but the land lying full of ice, they could not 
get on land, and fa they came aboard again. \~T e had much ado to get cle:!!' of the 
ice, by reafon of the fog; yet, from Thurfday eight o'clock in the morning, to Friday 
at noon, we failed S. W. 20 leagues. 

The 18th day, at a S. E. fun, I found the fun to be elevated 33 degrees, and at a 
S. E. fun 40 degrees. So I obferved it till I found it at the higheft, and then it was 
elevated 52 degrees. I judged Ihe variation of the compafs to be two points and a half 
to the wefl:ward. 

The 2 I ft day, we had fight of a great drift of ice, feeming a firm land, and we caft 
weftward to be cleared of it. 

The 26th we had fight of a land of ice, the latitude was 62 degrees :2 minutes. 
The 28th, in the morning, was very foggy; but at the clearing up of the fog, we 

had fight of land, which I fuppofed to be Labrador, with great [tore of ice about the 
land; I ran in towards it, and founded, but could get no bottom at 100 fathoms, and 
the ice being fo thick, I could not get to the fuare, and [0 layoff, and came dear (,f 
the ice. Upon Monday we came within a mile of the fuare, and fought a harbour : 
all the found was full of ice, and our boat rowing alhore, could get no ground at 100 

fathoms, within a cable's length of the {hore. Then we failed E. N. E. along the {hare, 
3 It :2 fur 
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for fa the land lieth, and the current is there great, fetting N. E. and S. W., and we 
could have gotten anchor ground, we would have [een with what force it had run; but 
I judcre, a fhip may drive a league and a half in one hour, with the tide. 

The 31ft, at four o'clock in the morning, being fair and clear, we had fight of a head 
land, as we judged, bearing from us N. by E., and we failed ~. E. by N. ~o that land, 
and when we came thither, we could not get to that land for Ice; for the Ice llretched 
along the coaft, fa that we could not come to the land by five leagues. 

Wednefday the firft of Auguft it calmed; and in the afternoon I caufed my boat to 
be hoi£led out, being hard by a great iiland of ice; and I and four men rowed to that 
ice, and founded within two cables length of it, and had fix teen fathoms; and after 
that, founded ap"ain, within a minion {hot; and had ground at 100 fathoms, and fair 
fand. We fou~ded the next day, a quarter of a mile from it, and had 60 fathoms, 
rough ground; and at that prefent being aboard, that great iiland of ice fell one part 
from another, making a noife, as if a great cliff had fallen into the fea; and at four 
-o'clock I founded again, and had 90 fathoms, and fmall black llanes, and little white 
!tones like pearls. The tide here did fet to the {hor~. 

The loth, I took four men and myfelf, and rowed to {hare, to an iiland one league 
from the main, and there the flood fetteth S. W. along the {hare, and it Howeth, as 
near a8 I could judge, fa too; I could not tarry to prove it, becaufe the {hip was a great 
way from me, and I feared a fog; but when 1 came a{hore it was low water. I went 
to the top of the iiland, and before I came back, it was highed a foot water, and fa, 
without tarrying, I came aboard. 

The 11th, we found our latitude to be 63 degrees 8 minutes; and this day we en
tered the {haight. 

The 12th, we fet fail towards an iiland, called the Gabriels Wand, which was ten 
leagues then from us. 

The 13th, we efpied a found, and bare with it, and came to a fandy bay, where we 
came to an anchor, the land bearing E. S. E. off us, and [here we rode all night, in 
~ight fathoms water. It flowed there at a S. E. moon. We called it Prior's Sound; 
being from the Gabriels Iiland 10 leagues. 

The 14th, we weighed and ran into another found, where we anchored in eight 
fathoms water, fair fand and black ooze, and there caulked our {hip, being weak from 
the wales upwards, and took in fre{h water. 

The 15th d3y ~ we weighed and failed to Priors' bay, being a mile from thence. 
The 16th day was calm, and we rode £lill, without ice; but prefently, within two 

hours, it was frozen round about the {hip, a quarter of an inch thick; and that day 
very fair and calm. 

The 17th day, we \veighed, and came to Thomas VliIliams Iiland. 
The 18th day, we failed N. N: \V: and anchored again in 23 fathoms, and tough 

ooze, under Butchers Wand, whIch IS, from the former iiland, ten leagues. 
The 19th day, in the morning, being calm, and no wind, the captain and I took 

our boat, with eight men in her, to row us a{hore, to fee if there were any people, or 
no, and going to the top of the iiland, \ye had fight of feven boats, which came rowing 
from the eaft fide, toward that iiland, whereupon we returned on board again: at 
length we fent our boat with five men in her, to fee whither they rowed, and fa with 
a white clot.h broug~t one of their boats wit~ their men along the {hare, rowing after 
our boat, till fuch tm:e as they faw our {hlP, and then they rowed a{hore. Then I 
went on {hare myfelf, and gave every of them a threaden point, and brought one of 
them aboard of me, v, here he did eat and drink, and thea carried him on {hare again; 

". ~ whereupon 
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whereupon all the reft came aboard with their boats, being nineteen perfons; and they 
fpake, but we underftood them not. They be like to Tartars, with long black hair, 
broad faces, and flat nofes, and tawny in colour, wearing feal ikins; and fo do the 
'Women, not differing in the fa{hion; but the women are marked in the face with blue 
fireaks down the cheeks, and round about the eyes. Their boats are made all of feal 
ikins, with a keel of wood within the {kin; the proportion of them is like a Spanifu 
fhallop, fave only they be flat in the bottom, and {harp at both ends. 

The 20th day we weighed, and went to the eaft fide of this ifland, and I and the cap
tain, with four men more, went on ihore, and there we faw their houfes; and the 
people efpying us, came rowing towards our boat; whereupon we plied toward our 
boat, and we being in our boat, and they on {hore, they called to us and we rowed to 
them, and one of their company came into our boat, ;lnd we carried him aboard, and 
gave him a bell, and a knife: fo the captain and I willed five of our men to fet him 
a{hore at a rock, and not among the company which they came from; but their wilful. 
Hefs was fuch, that they would go to them, and fo were taken themfelves, and our 
boat lofL 

The next day, in the morning, we ftood in near the {hore, and fuot off a fauconet, 
and founded our trumpet; but we could hear nothing of our men. This found we 
called, The five men's found, and plied out of it, but anchored again in 30 fathoms 
anel ooze, and riding there all night, in the morning the fnow lay a foot thick upon 
our hatches. 

The 22cl day, in the morning, we weighed, and wellt again to the place where we 
loft our men and our boat. We had fight of fourteen boats, and fome came ncar to 
us; but we could learn nothing of our men: among the refl:, we enticed one boat to 
our ihip's fide, with a bell, and in giving him the bell we took him and his boat, and 
fo kept him, and fo rowed down to Thomas Williams Il1and, and there anchored all 
night. 

The 26th day we weighed to come homeward, and by twelve o'clock at noon we 
were thwart of Trumpets Ifland. 

The next day we came thwart of Gabriels Bland, and at eight o'clock at night we had 
the Cape Labrador, as we fllppofed, wefl: from us 10 leagues. 

The 28th day we went our courfe S. E. and on the 29th we failed S. E. by E. 22 

leagues. 
The firfi day of September, in the morning, we had fight of the land of Frifeland, 

beino- eight leagues from us; but we could not come near it, for the monftrous ice 
that lay about it. From this day, till the fixth of this month, we ran along If1,md, 
and had the fouth part of it, at eight o'clock, eaft from us ten leagues. 

The 7th day of this month we had a very terrible ftonn, by force whereof one of our 
men was blown into the fea out of our \vaift; but he caught hold of the forefail fueet, 
and there held till the captain plucked him again into the {hip. 

The 25th day of this month we had fight of the ifian,d of Orkney, which. was then 
caft from us. The firft day of OCtober we had fight or the ScheId, and fo faded about 
the coaft, and anchored at Yarmouth, and the next day we came into Harwich. 

THE 
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THE SECOND VOYAGE OF MASTER MARTIN FROBISHER, 

MADE TO THE WEST AND NORTH-WEST REGIONS, 

In the Year 1577 ; 

WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE. 

WRITTEN BY MASTER DIONISE SETTLE. 

ON Whit[unday, being the 26th of May, in the year of our Lord '1577, Captain 
Frobifher departed from Blackwall with one of the Queen's Majefiy's fhips, called 

the Aide, of nine fcore tons, or thereabouts, and two other little barks likewife, the one 
called the Gabriel, whereof Mafier Fenton, a gentleman of my lord of Warwick, was 
captain; and the other the Michael, whereof Mafier York, a gentleman of my Lord 
Admiral's, was captain, accompanied with feven fcore gentlemen, foldiers, and failors, 
well furnifhed with viCl:uals, and other provifions neceffary for one half year, on this 
his fecond voyage, for the further difcovering of the paffage to Cathay, and other 
countries thereunto adjacent, by W. and N. vv. navigations; which paffage or way is 
fuppofed to be on the North, and N. W. parts of America; and the faid America to 
be an ifland, environed with the fea, where through our merchants may have courfe 
and recourfe with their merchandize, from thefe our northernmofi parts of Europe, to 
thofe oriental coafis of Afia, in much fhorter time, and with greater benefit, than any 
others, to their no little commodity and profit that do or fhall frequent the fame. Our 
faid captain and general of this prefent voyage and company having, the year before, 
with two little pinnaces, to his great danger and no fmall commendations, given a 
worthy attempt towards the performance thereof, is alfo prefi, when occafion iliall be 
minifiered (to the benefit of his Prince and native country) to adventure himfelf further 
therein. As for this fecond voyage, it feemeth fufficient, that he hath better explored 
and fearched the commodities of thofe people and countries, which in his firfi voyage, 
the year before, he had found out. 

Upon which confiderations, the day and year before expreffed, we departed from 
Blackwall to Harwich, where, making an accomplifhment of things neceffary, the lafi 
of May we hoified up fails, and, with a merry wind, the 7th June, we arrived at the 
iflands, called Orcades, or vulgarly, Orkney; being in number thirty, fubjeCl: and 
adjacent to Scotland, where we made provifion of frefh water; in the doing whereof, 
our generallicenfed the gentlemen and foldiers, for their recreation, to go on fhare. 
At our landing, the people fled from their poor cottages, with fhrieks and alarms, to 
warn their neighbours of enemies; but, by gentle perfuafions, we reclaimed them to 
their houfes. It feemeth, they are often frighted with pirates, or fome other enemies, 
that mO\'e them with fuch fudden fear. Their houfes are very fimply built with pebble 
fione, without any chimnies, the fire being made in the midfi thereof. The good man, 
wife, children, and other of the family, eat and fleep on the one fide of the houfe; 
and, the ca!tle on the o~her; v,ery beafily and rudely, in refpeCl: of civility. They are 
clefbtute ot \vood; theIr fire IS turves and cowfhards. They have corn, bigge, and 

9* oats, 
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oats, with which they pay their king's rents, to the maintenance of his houfe. They 
take great quantity of fi{h, which they dry in the wind and fun. They drefs their meat 
very filthily, and eat it without falt. Their apparel is after the rudeft fort of Scotland; 
their money is all bafe; their church and religion is reformed according to the Scots. 
The fi[hermen of England can better declare the difpofition of thefe people than I; 
wherefore I remit their ufages to their reports, as yearly repair thither in their courfe 
to and from the ifland for fi{h. -

We departed here hence the 8th of June, and followed our courfe between W. and 
N. W. until the 4th of July, all which time we had no night; but that cafily, arrd with
,out impediment, we had, when we were fo difpofed, the fruition of our books and 
other pleafures, to pafs away the time, a thing of no fmall moment to fuch as wander 
in unknown feas and long navigations, efpecially when both the winds and raging furges 
do pafs their common and wonted courfe. This benefit endureth in thofe parts, 
not fix weeks; but where the pole is raifed to 70 or 80 degrees, it continueth much 
longer. . 

All along thefe feas, after we were fix day~ failing from Orkney, we met, floating in 
the fea, great fir trees, which were, as we judged, with the fury of great floods, rooted 
up, and fo driven into the fea. Hland hath almoft no other wood nor fuel, but fuch as 
they take up upon their coafts. It feemeth that thefe trees are driven from fome part 
of the Newfoundland, with the current that fetteth from the weft to the eafl:. 

The 4th of July we came within the making of Frifeland. From this {hare IO or I Z 

leagues, we met great iflands of ice, of half a mile, fome more, fome lefs, in compafs, 
iliewing, above the fea, 30 or 40 fathoms, and, as we fuppofed, faft on ground, 
where, with our lead, we could fcarce found the bottom for depth. 

Here, in place of odoriferous and fragrant fmells of fweet gums, and pleafant notes 
of mufical birds, which other countries, in more temperate zones, do yield, \ve tafl:ed 
the moft boifterous boreal blafts, mixed \"ith fnow and hail, in the months of June 
and July, not inferior to our intemperate winter: a fudden alteration, and efpecially in 
a place and parallel where the pole is not elevate above 6 I degrees, at which height 
other countries, more to the north, yea, unto 70 degrees, {hew themfelves more tem
perate than this doth. 

All along this coaft ice lieth, as a continual bulwark, and fo defendeth the country, 
that thofe that would land there incur great danger. Our general, three days together, 
attempted with the {hip boat to have gone on {hore, which for that without great danger 
he could not accompli{h; he deferred it until a more convenient time. All along the 
coaft lie very high mountains, covered with fnow, except in fuch places, where, through 
the fteepnefs of the mountains, of force it muft needs fall. Four days coalting along
this land, we found no figns of habitation. Little birds, which we judged to have loft 
the {hare, by reafon of thick fogs which that country is much fubjeB: to, came flying 
into our 111ips, which made us fuppofe, that the country is both more tolerable, and 
alfo habitable within, than the outward {hore maketh {how or fignification. 

From hence we departed the 8th of July, and the I6th of the fame, we came with 
the making of land, which land our general the year before had named the Queen's 
Foreland, beina an iiland, as we judge, lying near the fuppofed continent with Ame
rica; and on tlfe other fide, oppofite to the fame, one other illand, called Halles Iile, 
after the name of the mafter of the {hip, near adjacent to the firm land, fuppofed con
tinent with Afia; between the which two Wands there is a large entrance or ftraight, 
called Frobi{her's Straight, after the name of our general, the firft finder thereof. This 
faid ftraight is fuppofed to have paifage into the fea of Suez, which I leave unknown 
as yet. 

It 
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It feemeth, that either here, or not far hence, the fea {hould have more large entrance 
than in other parts within the fr?zen 0: intemperate zone, and that fome co~trary ti.de, 
either from the eaft or weft, wIth mam force cafieth out that great quantIty of Ice, 
which cometh floating from this coaft even unto Frifeland, caufing the country to feern 
more intemperate than others much more northerly than the \ame. , 

I cannot judge that any temperature, under the pole, th.e, tIme of the fun s north~rn 
declination being half a year and one whole day (confidenng that the fun's elevatIOn 
furmounteth not 23 deg. and 30 min.) can have power to diifolve fuch monfirous and 
huge ice, comparable to great mountains, except by fame other force, as by fwift 
currents and tides, with the help of the faid day of half a-year. . 

Before we came within the making of thefe lands we tafied cold ftorms, infornuch 
that it feemed we had changed fum mer with winter, if the length of rhe days had not 
removed us from that opinion. 

At our firfi coming the ftraights feemed to be {hut up with a long mure of ice, 
which gave no little caufe of d~fcomfort unto us all; but ~ur &eneral (to w~ofe. ~ili
o-ence imminent dangers and dIfficult attempts feemed nothlllg, III refpeCt of hIS wlllmg 
~ind for the commodity of his Prince and country), with two little pinnaces prepared 
of purpofes, paffed twice through them to the eafl: {hare, and the if1ands thereunto 
adjacent; and the {hip, with the two barks, layoff and on fomething further into the 
fea, from the danger of the ice. . 

Whilft he was fearching the ~ country near the {hore, fome of the people of the 
country {hewed themfelves, leaping and dancing, with firange {hrieks and cries, which 
gave no little admiration to our men. Our general defirous to allure them to us by 
fair means, caufed knives and other things to be proffered unto them, which they 
would not take at our hands, but being laid on the ground, and the party going away, 
they came and took up, leaving fomething of theirs to countervail the fame. At 
length two of them leaving their weapons, came down to our general and mafier, who 
did the like to them, commanding the company to ftay, and went unto them, who 
after certain dumb figns, and mute congratulations, began to lay hands upon them, 
hut they cleverly efcaped, and ran to their bows and arrows, and came fiercely upon 
them, (not refpeCting the refi of our company, which were ready for their defence), 
but with their arrows hurt diYers of them: we took the one, and the other efcaped. 

Whilft our general was bufied in fearching the country, and thofe iflands adjacent on 
the eaft {hore, the {hip and barks having great care not to put far into the fea from him, 
for that he had fmall fiore of viCtuals, were forced to abide a cruel tempeft, chancing 
in the night, amongft and in the thickefi of the ice, which was fa monfirous, that 
even the ieaft of a thoufand had been of force fufllcient to have lhivered our {hip and 
barks into fmall portions, if God, (who in all neceffities hath care upon the infirmities 
of man), had not provided for this our extremity a fufllcient remedy through the light 
of the ~ight, .whereby we might \~ell difcern to flee from fuch imminent dangers, which 
we aVOlded wIth fourteen boards m one watch the fpace of four hours. If we had not 
incurred this danger amongft thefe monfirous iflands of ice, we {hould have loft our 
general and mafter, and the moit of our beft [ailors, which were on the {hare defiitute 
of viCtuals : but by the valour of our ma£l:er gunner, mafter Jackman, and Andrew 
Dyer, the mafier's ~nates, men expert both in navigation and other good qualities, we 
were all content to mcur the dangers afore-rehearfed, before we would with our own 
fafety, run into t~e [eas, .to the defiruCti~n of our faid ger:eral and his company. . 

The day followmg, bemg the 19th of July, our captam returned to the {hip, WJth 
report of fuppofed riches, which {hewed itfelf in the bowels of thefe barren mountains, 
wherewith we were all fatisfiecl. 

,V thin 
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W·ithin four days after we had been at the entrance of the fl:raights, the N. W. and 
'V. winds difperfed the ice into the fea, and made us a large entrance into the ftraights, 
fo that without any impediment, on the 19th of July we entered them, and the 20th 
thereof, our general and mafl:er with great diligence fought out and founded the weft 
fuore, and found out a fair harbour for the fuip and barks to ride in, and named it after 
our maf!:er's mate, Jackman's Sound, and brought the {hip, barks, and all their com
pany, to fafe anchor, except one man, which died by God's vifitation. 

At our firfl: arrival, after the {hip rode at anchor, our general, with fuch company 
as could well be fpared from the {hips, in marching order entered the land, having 
fpecial care by exhortations, that, at our entrance thereinto, we {hould all with one 
voice, kneeling upon our knees, chiefly thank God for our arrival; fecondly, befeech 
him that it would pleafe his divine Majefl:y long to continue our Queen, for whom he, 
and all the ref!: of our company, took poifeilion of the country; and thirdly, that by 
our Chrifl:ian fl:udyand endeavour, thefe barbarous people, trained up in paganifm and 
infidelity, might be reduced to the knowledge of true religion, and to the hope of falva
tion in Chrif!: our Redeemer; with other words very apt to fignify his willing mind and 
affeCtion toward his prince and country, whereby all fufpicion of an undutiful fubjeCt 
may credibly be judged to be utterly exempted from his mind. All the refl: of the' 
gentlemen, and others, deferve worthily herein their due praife and commendation. 

Thefe things in this order accomplifhed, our general commanded all the company to' 
be obedient in things needful for our own fafeguard, to Mafl:er Fenton, Maner Yorke, 
and Mafl:er Beafl:, his lieutenant, while he was occupied in other neceifary affairs con. 
cerning OMr coming thither. 

After this order, we all marched through the country, with enfign difplayed, fa far 
as was thought needful, and now and then heaped up fl:ones on high mountains and 
other places, in token of poffeilion, as likewife to fignify unto fuch as might hereafter 
chance to arrive there, that poifeilion is taken in behalf of fome other prince, by thofe 
who fir1l: found out the country. , 

Whofo maketh navigations to thore countries, hath not only extreme winds and 
furious feas to encounter withal, but alfo many monfl:rous and great iilands of ice; 
a thing both rare, wonderful, and greatly to be regarded. 

We were forced fundry times, while the fhip did ride here at anchor, to han~ con. 
tinual watch with boats and men ready with hawfers to knit fafl: unto fuch ice, as with 
the ebb and flood were tolfed to and fro in the harbour, and with force of oars to haul 
them away, for endangering the {hip_ 

Gur general certain days fearched this fuppofed continent with America, and not 
finding the commodity to anfwer his expeCtation, after he made trial thereof, he departed 
thence with two little barks, and men fufficient, to the eafl: {hore, being the fuppofed 
continent of Afla, and left the fhip, with mofl: of the gentlemen, foldiers and failors, 
until fuch time as he either thought good to fend or come for them. 

The f!:ones of this fuppofed continent with America be altogether fparklcd, and 
glifl:er in the fun like gold; fa likewife doth the fand in the bright \vater, yet they 
verify the old proverb, "all is not gold that gliflereth." 

On this wef!: {h0re we found a dead fifh floating, which had in his nofe a horn fl:raight 
and torquet, of length two yards lacking two inches, being broken in the top, where 
we might perceive it hollow, into the which fame of our failors putting fpiders, they pre
fently died. I faw not the trial hereof, but it was reported unto me of a truth, U\' the 
virtue whereof we fuppofed it to be the fea-unicorn. ' 

VOL, XII. 3 S After 
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After our general had found out good harbour for the fhip and barks to anchor in, 
and alfo fuch {tore of fuppofed gold are, as he thought himfelf fatisfied withal, he 
returned to the Michael, whereof Ma{ter Yorke aforefaid was captain, accompanied 
with our mafter and his mate; who, coafting along the weft fuore, not far from 
whence the fuip rode, they perceived a fair harbour, and willing to foundthe fame, at 
the entrance thereof they efpied two tents of feal fkins, unto which thecaptain, our 
faid ma{ter, and other company reforted. A1: the fight of our men the people fled into 
the mountains: neverthelefs they went to their tents, where leaving certain trifles of 
ours, as glaffes, bells,. knives, and fuch like things, they departed, not taking any 
thing of theirs, except one dog; they did in like manner leave behind them a letter, 
pen, ink, and paper, whereby'our men whom the captain loft the year before, and in 
that people's cuftody, might (if any of them were alive) be advertifed of our prefence 
and being there. 

On the fame day, after confultation had, all the gentlemen, and others likewife that 
could be fpared from the fuip, under the condua and leading of Mafter Philpot, (unto 
whom in our general's abfence, and his lieutenant, Mafter Beaft, all the refl: were 
obedient,) went afhore, determining to fee, ifby fair means we could either allure them 
to familiarity, or otherwife take fome of them, and fo attain to fome knowledge of thofe 
men whom our general loft the year before. . 

At our coming back again to the place where their tents were before, they had 
removed their tents further into the faid bay or found, where they might, if they were 
driven from the land, flee with their boats into the fea. We parting ourfelves into two 
companies, and compaffing a mountain, came fuddenly upon them by land; who efpying 
us, without any tarrying fled to their boats, leaving the moft part of their oars behind 
them for hafte, and rowed down the bay, where our two pinnaces met them and drove 
them afhore: but if they had had aU their oars, fo fwift are they in rowing;, it had been 
loft time to have chafed them. 

When they were landed, they fiercely affaulted our men with their bows and arrows,. 
who wounded three of them with our arrows, and perceiving themfelves thus hurt,. 
they defperately leaped off the rocks into the fea and drowned themfelves, which if they 
had not done, but had fubmitted themfelves, or if by any means we could have taken 
them alive (being their enemies as they judged), we would both havefaved them, and alfo. 
have fought remedy to cure their wounds, received at our hands. But they, altogether 
void of humanity, and ignorant what mercy meaneth, in extremities look for no other 
than death ; and perceiving they fhould fall into our hands, thus miferably by drowning 
rather defired death, than otherwife to be faved by us; the refl: perceiving their fellows 
in this diftrefs, fled into the high mountains. Two women not being fo apt to efcape as 
the men were, the one for her age, and the other being incumbered with a young 
child, we took. The old wretch, whom divers of our failors fuppofed to be either 
a devil or a witch, had her bulkins plucked off to fee if {he were cloven-footed, and 
for her ugly hue and deformity we let her go. The young woman and the child we 
brought away. We named the place where they were {lain Bloody Point, and the bay or 
harbour, York's Sound, after the name of one of the captains of the two barks. Having. 
this knowledge both of their fiercenefs and cruelty, and perceiving that fair means as yet 
is not able to allure them to familiarity, we difpofed ourfelves, contrary to our inclina
tion, fomething to be cruel, returned to their tents ~nd made a fpoil of the fame; where 
we found an old fhirt, a doublet, a girdle, and alfo fhoes of our men, whom we loft 
the year before; on nothing elfe unto them belonging could we fet our eyes. 

Their 
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Their riches are not gold, filver, or precious drapery, but their faid tents and boats 
made of the {kins of red deer and feal {kins; alfo dogs like unto wolves, but for the 
moft part black, with other trifles, more to be wondered at for their ftrangenefs, than 
for any other commodity needful for our ufe. 

Thus returning to our ihip the 3d of Augufr, we departed from the wefr {hare, fup
pofed firm with America, after we had anchored there thirteen days, and fa the 4th 
thereof we came to our general on the eafr ihore, and anchored in a fair harbour named 
Ann Warwicke' oS Sound, unto which is annexed an ifiand both named, after the 
Countefs of Warwicke, Ann War wicke's Sound and lfiand. 
. In this ifie our general thought good for his voyage to freight both the ihip and 
barks with fuch frane, or fuppofed gold mineral, as he judged to countervail the charges 
{)f his firfr and this his fecond navigation to thefe countries. 

In the mean time of our abode here, fame of the country people came to ihew 
themfelves unto us fundry times, on the mainihore, near adjacent to the faid ifie. Our 
general, defirous to have fame news of his men whom he loft the year before, with fame 
company with him repaired with the !hip's boat to commune, or fign with them for fami
liarity, whereunto he is perfuaded to bring them. They at the fufr ihew made tokens that 
three of his five men were alive, and defired pen, ink, and paper, and that within three 
or four days they would return, and (as we judged) bring thofe of our men which 
were living with them. 

They alfo made figns or tokens of their king, whom they called CACOUGH, and how 
he was carried on men's ihoulders, and a man far furmounting any of our company in 
bignefs and frature. 

With thefe tokens and figns of writing, pen, ink, and paper was delivered to them, 
which they would not take at our hands, but being laid upon the !hare, and the party 
gone away, they took up; which likewife they do, when they defire any thing for 
(:hange of theirs, laying for that which is left fa much as they think will countervail the 
fame, and not coming near together. It feemeth they have been ufed to this trade or 
traffic with fame other people adjoining or not far difrant from their country. 

After four days, fame of them ihewed themfelves upon the firm land, but not where they 
were before. Our general very glad thereof, fuppofing to hear of our men, went from 
the" ifiand with the boat and fufficient company with him. They feemed very glad, and 
allured him about a certain point of the land; behind which they might perceive a com
pany of the crafty villains to lie lurking, whom our general would not deal withal, for 
that he knew not what company they were, and fa with few figns difmiffed them and 
returned to his company. 

Another time, as our faid general was coafring the country with two little pinnaces, 
whereby at our return he might make the better relation thereof, three of the crafty 
villains, with a white {kin, allured us to them. Once again, our general, for that he 
hoped to hear of his men, went towards them. At our coming near the ihore, where
upon they were, we might perceive a number of them lie hidden behind great ftones, 
and thofe three in fight labouring by all means pollible, that fome would come on land; 
Clnd perceiving we made no hafle by words nor friendly figns, which they ufed by 
clapping of their hands, and being without weapon, a,nd but three in fight, ~hey fought 
further means to provoke us thereunto. One alone laId Beih on the ihore, whIch we tbok 
up with the boat-hook, as neceffary viCtuals for the relieving ?f the man, W0man, and 
child, whom we had taken, for that as yet they could not digefl our meat; whereby 
they perceived themfelves deceived of their expeCtation, for all their crafty allurements. 
Yet once again to make (as it were) a full ihow of their crafty nawres, and fubtle 
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fleights, to the intent thereby to have entrapped and taken fame of our men, one of 
them counterfeited himfelf impotent and lame of his legs, who feemed to defcend to the' 
water-fide with great difficulty, and to cover his craft the more, one of his fellows 
came down with him, and in fuch places where he feemed unable fa pafs, he took him 
on his ihoulders, fet him by the water-fide, and departed from him, leaving him (as it 
ihould feem) all alone, who playing his counterfeit pageant very well, thought thereby 
to provoke fame of us to come on ihore, not fearing but that one of us might make our 
party good with a lame man. 

Our o'eneral having compailion of his impotency, thought it good (if it were pollible) 
to cure \im thereof; wherefore he caufed a foldier to ihoot at him with his caleever, 
which grazed before his face. The counterfeit villain deliverly fled, without any im
pediment at all, and got him to his bow and arrows, and the reft from their lurking 
holes, with their weapons, bows, arrows, flings, and darts. Our general caufed fame 
caleevers to be :lhot off at them; whereby fame being hurt, they might hereafter frand 
in more fear of us. 
. This was all the anfwer for this time we could have of our men, or of our general's 
letter. Their crafty dealing at thefe three feveral times being thus manifefr unto us~ 
may plainly 111ew their difpofi tion in other things to be corref pondent. We j·udged that 
they ufed thefe frratagems, thereby to have caught fome of us, for the delivering of 
the man, woman, and child, whom we had taken. 

They are men of a large corporature and of a good proportion, their colour is not 
much unlike the fun-burnt countryman, who laboureth daily in the fun for his living. 
They wear their hair fomething long, and cut before either with ftone or knife, very 
diforderly. Their women wear their hair long, and knit up with two loops, ihewing 
forth on either fide of their faces, and the reft foltred upon a knot. Alfo fame of their 
women race their faces proportionally, as chin, cheeks, and forehead, and the wrifrs of 
their hands, whereupon they lay a colour which -continueth dark azurine. 

They eat their meat all raw, both fleih, fiili, and fowl, or fomething parboiled, 
with blood and a little water, which they drink. For lack of water they will eat ice 
that is hard frozen, as pleafantly as we will do fugarcandy, or other fugar. 

If they for neceility fake ftand in need of the pl'emifes, fuch grafs as the country 
yieldeth they pluck and eat, not daintily, or faladwife, to lure their fromachs to 
appetite, but for neceility fake, without either faIt, oils, or waihing, like brute beafrs 
devourinr~ the fame; they neither ufe table, fiool, or table-cloth, for comelinefs; but 
when they are embrued with blood knuckle deep, and their knives in like fort, they 
ufe their tongues, as apt inftruments to lick them clean; in doing whereof they are 
allured to lofe none of their viCtuals. 

They frank or keep certain dogs not much unlike wolves, which they yoke together 
as we do oxen .and horfes, to a fled or trail, and fo carry their necelfaries over the ice 
and fnow from place to place, as the captive whom we have, made perfeCt figns; and 
when thofe dogs are not apt for the ufe; or when with hunger they are confrrained for 
the lack of other viCtuals, they eat them, fo that they are needful for them in refpea 
C'f their bignefs, as our oxen are for us. 

They apparel themfelves in the ikins of fuch beafrs as they kill, fewed too-ether with 
the finews of t}-;(:m. All the fowl which they kill, they frin and make there~f one kind 
of garment or other, to defend themfelves from the cold. 

TheYr make tl:eir a~parel with hoods and tails, which tails they give when they think 
to gratlfy any fnendf1up iliewed unto them; a great fign of friendfnip with them. The 
men haye them not fo fide as the women. 

The 
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. The men and' women wear their hofe clofe to their legs, from the waHl ~o the knee, 
'WIthout any open before, as well the one kind as the other. Upon theIr legs they 
wear hofe of leather, with the fur fide inward, two or three pair on at once, and efpecially 
the women; in thofe hofe they put their knives, needles, and other things needful to 
bear about. They put a bone within their hofe, which reacheth from the foot to the 
knee, whereupon they draw their faid hofe, and fa in place of garters, they are holden 
from falling down about their feet. 

They drefs their fkins very foft and fupple with the hair on; in cold weather or winter 
they wear the fur fide inward, and in fummer outward. Other apparel they have none 
but the faid Ikins. 

Thofe beafts, fiilies, and fowls which they kill, are their meat, drink, apparel, 
houfes, bedding, hofe, !hoes, thread amI fails for their boats, with many other 
neceifaries whereof they fiand in need, and almofi all their riches. 

Their houfes are tents, made of feal Ikins, pitched up with four fir quarters, four
fquare, meeting at the top, and the {kins fewed together with finews, and laid thereupon; 
they are fa pitched up, that the entrance -into them is always fouth or againfi the fun. 

They have other houfes which we found not to be inhabited, which are raifed with 
fiones and whalebones, and a Ikin laid over them to withfiand the rain or other weather, 
the entrance of them being not much unlike an oven's mouth, where I think they 
refort for a time to fiili, hunt, and fowl, and fa leave them until the next time they 
come thither again. 

The weapons are bows, arrows, darts, and flings: their bows are of wood of a yard 
long, finewed at the back with firong finews, not glued to, but faft girded and tied on ; 
their bow-firings are hkewife finews; their arrows are three pieces no eked with bone, 
and ended with bone, with two ends, and the wood in the midfi; they pafs not in 
length half a yard, or little more; they are feathered with two feathers, the pen end 
being cut away, and the feathers laid upon the arrow, with the broad fide to the wood, 
infomuch that they feem when they are tied on, to have four feathers. They have alfo 
three forts of heads to thofe arrows; one fort of fione or iron, proportioned like to 
a heart; the fecond fort of bone, much like unto a fiopt head, with a hook on the 
fame; the third fort, of bone likewife, made iliarp at both fides, and [;larp pointed. 
They are not made very fait, but lightly tied to, or elfe fet in a nacke, that upon fmall 
occafion the arro,,'-,s leave thefe heads behind them; and they are of fmall force, except 
they be very near when they ilioot. 

Their darts are m,lJe of two forts; the one "with many forks of bones in the fore end, 
and likewife in the midfi; their proportions are not much unlike our toafting irons, 
only longer, but thefe they caft out of an inftrument of wooel very leadily. The other 
fort is greater than the firlt aforefaid, with a long bone made illarp on both fides, not 
much unlike a rapier, which I take to be their mofi hurtful weapon. 

They have two forts of boats made of leather, fet out on the inner fide with 
quarters of wood, artificially tied together with thongs of the fame; the greater fort are 
not much unlike our wherries, wherein 16 or 20 men may fit; they naye for a fail, 
drefi the guts of fuch beafis as they kill very fine and thin, "which they fe\v together; 
the other boat is but for one man to fit and row in with one oar. 

Their order of tilhing, hunting, and fowling, me with thefe faid weapons; but in 
what fort, or how they ufe them, we have no perfeCt: knowledge as yet. 

I can fuppoie their abode or habitation not to be here, for that neither their hOllfes 
nor apparel are of fnch force to withfl:and the extremity of cold that the country feemeth 
to be infeCted withal; neither do I fee any fign likely to perform the f<l.me, 
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Thofe houfes, or rather dens, which fiand cl1ere, have no fign of footway, or any 
thing elfe trodden, which is one of the chiefefi token? of habitation; and thofe tents 
which they bring with them, when they have fufficlently hunted and fiilied, they 
remove to other places, and when they have fufficiently fiowed them of fuch victuals 
as the country yieldeth or bringeth forth, they return to their winter fiations or habita~ 
tions. This conjeCture do I make for the infertility which I conjeCture to be in that 
country. 

They have fome iron, whereof they make arrow heads, knives, and other little in
firuments, to work their boats, bows, arrows, and darts withal, which are very unapt 
to do any thing withal, but with great labour. 

It feemeth that they have converfation with fome other people, of whom for 
ex:change they fhould receive the fame. They are greatly delighted with any thing 
that is bright, or giveth a found. 

What knowledge they have of God, or what idol they adore, we have no-perfefr 
intelligence: I think them rather ANTHROPOPHAGI, or devourers of man's Belli, 
than otherwife ; for that there is no Befh or fiili which they find dead, (fmell it never 
fo filthily), but they will eat it, as they find it, without any other dreiling. A loath. 
fame thing, either to the beholders or hearers. 

There is no manner of creeping beaft hurtful, except fome fpiders, (which fome 
affirm are figns of great ftore of gold), and alfo certain ftinging gnats, which bite fo 
fiercely, that the place where they bite fhortlyafter fwelleth and itcheth very fore. 

They make figns of certain people that wear bright plates of gold in their foreheads, 
and other places of their bodies. 

The countries on both fides the ftreights lie very high, with rough fiony mountains, 
and great quantity of fnow thereon. There is very little plain ground, and no grafs, 
except a little which is much like unto mofs that groweth on: fott ground, fuch as we 
get turfs in. There is no wood at all. To be brief, there is nothing fit or profitable 
for the ufe of man, which that country with root yieldeth or bringeth forth: howbeit, 
there is great quantity of deer, whofe {kins are like unto aires; their heads and horns 
-do far exceed, as well in length, as alfo in breadth, any in thefe our parts or countries; 
their feet likewife are as great as our oxen's, which we meafured to be feven or eight 
inches in breadth. There are alfo hares, wolves, fifhing bears, and fea fowl of 
fundry forts. 

As the country is barren and unfertile, fo are they rude and of no capacity to culture 
the fame to any perfection, but are contented by their hunting, fifhing, and fowling, 
with raw Befh and warm blood, to fatisfy their greedy paunches, which is their only 
glory. 

There is great likelihood of earthquakes or thunder, for that there are huge and 
monftrous mountains, whofe greateft fubftance are ftones, and thofe ftones fa fhaken 
with extraordinary means, that one is feparated from another, which is difcordant with 
all other quarries. 

There are no rivers or running fprings, but fueh as through the heat of the fun, with 
fueh water as defeendeth from the mountains and hills, whereon great drifts of fnow do 
lie, are ingendered. , ~ 

It ar:;ueth alfo that there fhould be none; for that the earth, which with the ex
tremity of the winter is fo frozen within, that that water which fhould have recourfe 
within the fame to maintain fprings, hath not its motion, whereof great waters have 
their original, as is feen otherwhere. Such vallies as are capable to receive the water, 
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that in the fummer time by the operation of the fun defcendeth from great abundance 
of fnow, which continually lieth on the mountains, and hath no paffage, finketh into 
the earth and fo vaniiheth away, without any runnell above the earth, by which occafion, 
or continual ftanding of the faid water, the earth is opened, and the great froft yieldeth 
to the force thereof; which in other places, four or five fathoms within the ground, for 
lack of the faid moifture, the earth (even in the very fummer time) is frozen, and fo 
combineth the ftones together, that fcarcely inftruments with great force can uhknit 
them. 

Alfo where the water in thofe vallies can have no fuch pafiage away, by the con
tinuance of time in fuch order as is before rehearfed, the yearly defcent from the 
mountains filleth them full, that at the loweft bank of the fame they fall into the valley, 
and fo continue as fiihing-ponds or ftagnes in fummer time full of water, and in the 
winter hard frozen, as by ikarres that remain thereof in fummer may eafily be per
ceived; fo that the heat of fummer is nothing comparable or of force to diffolve the 
extremity of cold that cometh in winter. 

N everthelefs, I am affured, that below the force of the froft within the earth, the 
waters have recourfe, and empty themfelves out of fight into the fea, which through 
the extremity of the froft are conftrained to do the fame; by which occafion the earth 
within is kept the warmer, and fprings have their recourfe, which is the only nutriment 
of gold and minerals within the fame. 

There is much to be faid of the commodities of thefe countries, which are couched 
within the bounds of the earth; which I let pafs till more perfeCt trial be made 
thereof. 

The 24th of Augufi, after we had fatisfied our minds with freight fufficient for our 
veffels, though not our covetous defires with fuch knowledge of the country, peopl~ 
and other commodities as are before rehearfed, we departed therehence. The 17th 
of September we fell in with the land's-end of England, and fo failed to Milford 
Haven, from whence our general rode to the court, for order to what port or haven 
to conduCt the ihip. 

We loft our two barks in the way homewards, the one the 29th of Auguft, the 
other the 31ft of the [arne month, by occafion of a great temp eft and fog; howbeit God 
Jeftored the one to Briftowe, and the other made his courfe by Scotland to Yarmouth. 
In ihis voyage we loft two men, one in the way by God's vifitation, and the other home~ 
ward) caft overboard with a furge of the fea. 

THE 
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T HESE are to let you b:ow, that upon the 25th ?f May, theThon~as Allen being ~ice~ 
admiral, whofe captam was M. Yorke, M. GIbbs mafter, Chnftopher Hall pIlot; 

accompanied with the rear-admiral named the Hopewell, whofe .captain was M. Henry 
Carewe, the M. Andrew Dyer, and certain other fhips came to Gravefend, where we 
anchored, and abode the coming of certain of our fleet, which were not yet come. . 

The 27th of the fame month, our fleet being now come together, and all things 
put in a readinefs, the wind favouring, and tide ferving, we being of fails in number 
eight, weighed anchor and hoified our fails towards Harwich to meet with our admiral,and 
the refidue, which then and there abode our arrival, where we fafely arrived the 28th 
thereof, finding there our admiral, whom we with the difcharge of certain pieces, 
faInted, according to order and duty; and were welcomed with the like courtefy, 
which being fini!hed we landed; where our general continued mufiering his foldiers 
and miners, and fetting things in order appertaining to the voyage, until the laft of 
the faid month of May, which day we hoified our fails, and committing ourfelves to the 
conduCting of Almighty God, we fet forward toward the weft country in fuch lucky 
wife and good fuccefs, that by the 5th of June we paffed the Durfles, being the utmoit 
part of Ireland to the weftward. 

And here it were not much amifs, nor far from our purpofe, if I fhould a little dif. 
courfe and fpeak of our adventures and chances by the way, as our landing at Ply
mouth, and alfo the meeting certain poor men, which were robbed and fpoiled of all 
that they had by pirates and robbers; amongft whom was a man of Briftow, on whom 
our general ufed his liberality, and fent him away with letters into England. 

But becaufe fuch things are impertinent to the matter, I will return (without any 
more mentioning of the fame) to that from the which I have digreffed and fwerved, 
I mean our !hips now failing on the furging [eas, fometimes pailing with pleafure with 
a wi!hed eafiern wind, fometimes hindered of our courfe again by theweftern blafis,untiL 
the 20th day of the aforefaid month of June, on which day in the morning we fell 
withFrizeland,which is a very high and cragged land, and was almoft clean covered with 
fnow, fo that we might fee nought but craggy rocks, and the tops of high and huge 
hills, fometimes (and for the moft part) all covered with foggy mifts. There might 
be alfo perceived the great iDes of ice lying on the feas, like mountains, fome fmalL 
and fome big, of fundry kinds of fhapes, and fuch a number of them, that we could 
not come near the !hore for them. 

Thus failing along the coaft, at the laft we faw a place, fomewhat void of ice, where 
our general (accompanied with certain others) went a!hore, where they faw certain tents 
made of b.eafis ~ins, and boats. much like un~o theirs of Meta Incognita. The tents 
were furmD1ed \YIth fleili,fiili fkms, and other tnfles; amongft the which was found a box 
of nails, whereby we did conjeaure that they had either artificers amongfi them, or elfe 
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'iii traffic with fome other nation. The men ran away, fo that we could have no con· 
ference or communication with them. Our general (becaufe he would have them no 
more to flee, but rather encouraged to fiay, through his courteous dealing) gave com
mandment that his men fhould take nothing away with them, faving only a couple of 
white dogs; for which he left pins, points, knives, and other trifling things, and deQ 

parted without taking or hurting any thing, and fa came aboard, and hoified fail, and 
paffed forwards. 

But being fcarce out of the fight thereof, there fell fuch a fog and hideous mill, 
that we could not fee one another; whereupon we firuck our drums, and founded 
our trumpets, to the end we might keep together, and fa continued all that day and 
night, till the next day that the mift broke up, fa that we might eafily perceive all 
the fhips thus failing together all that day until the next day, being the 22d of the 
fame; on which day we faw an infinite number of ice, from the which we cafl: about, 
to {hun the danger thereof. 

But one of our fmall barks, named the Michael, whofe captain was Maller Kinderflie, 
the maller Bartholomew Bull, loft our company, infomuch that we could not obtain 
the fight of her many days after; of whom I mean to fpeak further anon, when occa· 
fron fhall be minifl:ered, and opportunity ferve. Thus we continued in our courfe until 
the 2d ofJuly, on which day we fell with the Queen's Forfland, where we faw fo much 
ice, that we thought it impoffible to get into the fir eights ; yet at the lafi we gave the ad
venture, and entered the ice. 

Being amongfi it, we faw the Michael, of whom I fpake before, accompanied with the 
Judith, whofe captain was Mafl:er Fenton, the mafl:er Charles Jackman, bearing into 
the aforefaid ice, far difl:ant from us, who in a fl:orm that fell that prefent night, 
(whereof I will at large, God willing, difcourfe hereafter,) were fevered from us, and 
being in, wandered up and down the fireights amonglt the ice, many days in great 
peril; till at the laft (by the Providence of God) they came fafely to harbour in their 
wifhed port, in fthe Countefs of Warwick's Sound, the 20th of July aforefaid, ten 
days before any of the Lather fhips. Who going on fhore, found where the people 
of the country had been, and had hid dleir provifion in great heaps of fiones, 
being both of flefh and fifh, which they had killed: whereof we alfo found great 
{tore in other places after our arrival. They found alfo divers engines, as bows, 
flings and darts. They found likewife certain pieces of the pinnace, which our 
general left there the year before, which pinnace he had funk, minding to have it 
again the next year. 

Now feeing I have entreated fo much of the Judith and the Michael, I will return 
to the reft: of the other fhips, and \\ill fpeak a little of the fiorm that fell, with the 
mifhaps that we had, the night that we put into the ice; whereof I made mention 
before. 

At the firfi entering into the ice at the mouth of the fireights, our paffage was very 
narrow and difficult; but being once got in,' we had a fair open place without any ice 
for the moft part, being a league, the ice being round about us and inclofing us, as it 
were, within the pales of a park. In which place, becaufe it was almoft: night, we 
minded to take in our fails, and lie a hull all that night. But the fiorm fa increafed 
and the waves began to mount aloft, which brought the ice fa near us, and coming o~ 
fa faft upon us, that we were fain to bear in and out, where we might efpie an 
open place. Thus, the ice coming on us fa fall, we were in great danger, looking every 
hour for death. And thus paKed we on in that great danger, feeing both ourfelves 
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and the reft of our {hips fo troubled and tOlled amongft the ice, that it would make the 
ftrongefr heart to relent. ., .' L 

At the laft the bark DlOnyfe, be!l1.g but a weak 11up, and brmfed aJore a~ongfl: th~ 
ice, being fo leaky that no longer 111e could tarry above the \Yater, funk wIthout fav
inO" any of the croods which were within her; \,;hich fight fa abailied the whole fleet, 
th'~t we thought

b 
ve(ily that we {hould have tafted of the fame fauce. But never~helefs, 

we feeing them in fuch great danger, manned our boats and faved all the men ill fuch 
wife, that not one periilied, God be thanked. 

The ftorm ftill increafed, and the ice inclofed us, fa that we were fain to take down 
top and top-mafl:s; for the ice had fo environed us, that we could fee neither land nOr" 
fea, as far as we could ken; fa that we were fain to cut our cables to hang over-board 
for fenders, fomewhat to eafe the iliip's fides from the great and dreary ftrokes of 
the ice; fome with" capftan bars, fame fending off with oars, fame with planks 
of two inches thick, which were broken immediately with the force of the ice; 
fame going out upon the ice to bear it off with their ilioulders fro~ the ihips. 
But the rigoroufnefs of the temp eft was fuch, and the force of the Ice fo great, 
that not only they burft and fpoiled the aforefaid pwvifion, but likewife fo raifed 
the fides of the {hips, that it was pitiful to behold, and caufed the hearts of many 
to faint. 

Thus we continued all that difmal and lamentable night plunged in this perplexity, 
looking for inftant death; but our God (who never leaveth them deftitute which 
faithfully call upon him, although he often puniilieth for amendment fake), in the 
morning caufed the wind to ceafe, and the fog, which aU that night lay on the face 
of the water, to clear; fa 'that we might perceive about a mile from us, a certain 
place clear from any ice, to the which with an eafy breath of wind, which our God 
fent us, we bent o,lrfelves. And furthermore, he provided better for us than we de
ferved or hoped for; for when we were in the aforefaid clear place, he fent us a freih 
,gale at weft, or at W. S. W. which fet us clear without all the ice. And further 
he added more, for he fent us fa pleafant a day, as the like we had not of a long time 
before, as after puniiliment confolation. 

Thus we joyful wights being at liberty, took in all our fails and lay a hull, praying 
God for our deliV'erance, and ftayed to gather together our fleet; which once being 
done, we feeing that none of them had any great hurt, neither any of them wanted, 
faving only they of whom I fpake before, and the iliip which was loft; then at the laft 
'we hoifted our fails, and lay beating off and on, till fuch time as it would pleafe God to 
take away the ice that we might get into the {heights. 

And as we thus layoff and on, we came by a marvellous huge mountain of ice, 
which furpaifed all the reft that ever we faw; for we judged it to be near four-fcore 
fathoms above water, and we thought it to be aground for any thing that we could 
perceive, being there ninefcore fathoms deep, and of compafs about half a mile. 

Alfo the 5th of July there fell a hideous fog and mift, that continued till the 19th 
of the fame; fa that one fhip could not fee another. Therefore we were fain to bear 
a fm01ll fail, and to obferve the time; but there run fuch a current of a tide, that it 
fet us to the N. W. of the Queen's Foreland, the backfide of all the ftreights; where 
(through the contagious fog, having no fight either of fun or ftar) we fcarce knew 
where we were.. In this fog the loth of July, w(' loft the company of the vice-admiral, 
the Anne FranCIS, the Buife of Bridgewater, and the Francis of Foyo 

The 16th. day, one of our fmall barks, named the Gabriel, was Cent by our general 
to 
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to bear in with the land to defcry it; where being on land, they met with the people 
of the country, which feemed very humane and civil, and offered to traffic with our 
men~ proffering them fowls and {kins for knives and other trifles, whofe courtefy caufed 
us to think tLat they had fmall converfation with other of the {heights. 

Tbc'Tl we bare back again to go with the Queen's Foreland, and the 18th day we 
came by two iflands whereon we went on fhore, and found \\'here the people had been; 
but vIe faw none of them. This day we were again in the ice, and like to be in as 
great peril as \\'e were at firll; for through the darknefs and obfcurity of the foggy 
mill:, we were aimoll run on rocks and if1ands before v, e faw them. But God (even 
miraculouily) provided for us, opening the fogs that we might fee clearly, both where 
and in what danger we prefently were, and alfo the way to e[cape; or elfe without fail 
we had ruinoufly run upon the rocks. 

"\Vhen we knew perfeCtly our inftant cafe \\"e call: about to get again on fea-board ; 
which, God be thanked, by night we obtained, and praifed God. The clear continued 
fcarce an huur, but the fog fell again as thick as eVt'l it was. 

Then the Rear-admiral and the Bear got themfelves clear without danger of ice and 
rocks, ftruck their fails and lay a htl II, fraying to have the rell of the fleet come forth, 
which as yet had not found the right way to clear themfelves from the danger of 
rocks and ice, until the next morning, at what time the Admiral diLh,:rQ"eJ certain 
warning pieces to give notice that !he had efcaped, and that the rell: (by following her) 
might fet themfelves free, which they did that day. 

Then haviag gathered ourfelves together, we proceeded on our purpofed voyage, 
bearing off and keeping ourfelves dill ant from the coaft till the 19th day of July; at 
which time the fogs brake up and difperfed, fa that we might plainly and clearly 
behold the pleafant air, which fo long had been taken from us, by the obfcurity of the 
foggy mill:s; and after that time we were not much encumbered therewith, until we had 
left the confines of the country, 

Then we efpying a fair found, fuppofed it to go into the ll:reights between theQueen's 
Foreland and Jackman's Sound, which proved as we imagined, for our general fent 
forth the Gabriel to difcover it, who paffed through with much difficulty, for there 
ran fuch an extreme current of a tide, with fuch a horrible gulph, that with a frefh 
gale of wind they were fcarcely able to ftem it; yet at the length with great travail 
they paffed it, and came to the ll:reights, where they met with the Thomas Allen, the 
Thomas of Ipfwich, and the Buffe of Bridgewater; who altogether ,ventured to bear 
into the ice again, to fee if they could obtain their wi111ed port. But they were fa 
encumbered that with much difficulty: they were able to get out again, yet at the laft 
they efcaping, the Thomas Allen ai1d the Gabriel bare in with the weflern {hore, 
where they found harbour, and there moored their !hips until the 4th of Augull:, at 
which time they came to us in the Countefs of Wanvick's Sound. The Thomas of 
Ipfwich caught a great leak, which caufed her to call: again to fe,t-board, and fo was 
mended. 

We failed along ftill by the coall:, until we came to the Queen's Foreland, at the 
point whereof we met with pan of the gulph aforefaid, which place or gulph (as fome 
of our mafters do credibly report) doth flow nine hours, and ebbs but three. At that 
point we difcovered certain lands fouthward, which neither time nor opportunity 
would ferve to fearch. Then being come to the mouth of the ll:reights we met with 
the Anne Francis, who had lain bulting up and down ever finc: her departure alone, 
never finding any of her company. We met then alfo the FranCls of Fay, with who~ 
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again we intended to venture and get in, but the ice was yet fo thick, that we were com" 
pelled again to retire, and get us on fea-board. . . 

There fell alfo the [arne day, being the '26th of July, fuch an homble fnow, that It lay 
a foot thick upon the hatches, which froze as it fell. . . . 

'Ve had alfo at other times divers crud fl:orms, both of fnow and had, whIch J'1am~ 
fefl:ly declared the difl:emperature of the country. Y ~t fOf all ~hat \;C were fo many 
times repulfed and put back from our purpofe, knowmg that hngermg delay was not 
profitable for us, but hurtful to our voyage, we mutually confented to our valIant gene-
ral once again, to give the onfet. . ., 

The 28th therefore of the faid July we cfiayed, and WIth httle w)Uble (God be 
praifed) we paffed the dangers by day-light. Then night falling on the face of the 
earth, we hulled in the clear, till the cheerful light of the day had chafed away the 
noifomc darknefs of the night; at which time we fet forward toward our w!fhed port : 
by the 30th day we obtained our expeCted dcfire, where we found the Judl,th and the 
Michael; \yhich brought no fmall joy unto the general, and great confolauon to the 
heavy hearts of thofe wearied wights. 

The 30th day of July we brought our {hips into the Countefs of Warwick's Sound, 
and moored them; namely, thefe fhips, the Admiral, the Rear-admiral, the Francis of 
Fov, the Bear, Armenel, the Salamon, and the Buffe of Bridgewater; which being done, 
au;' general commanded us all to come afhore, upon the Countefs's Iiland, where he fet 
his miners to work upon the mine, giving charge with expedition to difpatch with 
their lading. 

Our general himfelf, a'€companred with his gentlemen, divers times made roads 
into fundry parts of the country, as well to find new mines, as alfo to find out and fee 
the people of the country. He found out one mine upon an ifland by Bear's Sound, 
and named it the Countefs of Sulfex Iiland. One other was found in Winter's For
nace, with divers others, to which the !hips were fent funclerly to be laden. In the fame 
roads he met with divers of the people of the country at fundry times, as once at a place 
called David's Sound; who fhot at our men, and very clefperately gave them the on· 
fet, being not above three or four in number, there being of our countrymen above 
a dozen; but feeing themfelves not able to prevail, they took themfelves to flight; 
whom our men purfued, but being not ufed to fuch craggy cliffs, they foon loft the fight 
of them, and fo in vain returned. 

vVe alfo faw of them at Bear's Sound, both by fea and land in great companies; but 
they would at all times keep the water between them and us. And if any of our fhips 
chanced to be in the Sound, (as they came divers times becaufe the harbour was not 
very good,) the fhip laded and departed again; then fo long as any fhipswere in fight, the 
people would not be feen. But when as they perceived the !hips to be gone, they would 
not only fhew themfelves ftanding upon high cliffs, and call us to come over unto them, 
but alfo would come in their boats very near to us, as it were to brag at us; whereof 
our general having advertifement, fent for the captains and gentlemen of the fhips, to 
accompany and attend upon him, with the captain alfo of the Anne Francis, who was 
but the I.lisht before come unto us; for they and the Fleebote having loft us the 
~6th day 111 the great fno,:", put into an harbour in the Queen's Foreland, where they 
found good ore, wherc\Ylth they laded themfelves, and came to feek the general; fo 
that now we 0:13. all our !hips, faving one bark which was loil and the Thomas of 
Ipfwich, who (compelled by what fury I know not) forrook our ~ompany and returned. 
home without laJing,' I ' 

Our 
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·OUl" gE:n~ral, accompanied ·with h~s 6f:ntlemen (of whom I fpake), came all together 
to the Cou[;uL of Suifex Iihnd) neal' ro Bear Sound, where he manned out certain 
pinnaces, and went over to the peopie, who perceivin~ h;8 arrival, fled away with all 
fpeed, and in b:J.ile left certain darts> and other engines behl.ld them, which \ve found; 
but the people; we c('uid not find. 

The npxt morning, our general perceiving certain of them in boats upon the fea, 
gave chafe to them in a pinnace under fail, \vith a frefh gale of wind, but could by 
no means come near unto them; for the lonver he failed, the farther off he was from 
them, which well fhcv,ed their cunning and a~'J:ivity. Thus, time wearing away, and 
the day of our departure approaching, our general commanded us to lade with all expe
dition, thdt we might be 3gain on fea-board with our fhips; for whilft \\e were in the 
country, we were in continual danger of freezing in: for often fnow and hail often 
falling~ the water was fo much frozen and cong~'aled in the night, that in the morning 
we could fcarce row our boats or pinnaces, efpecially in Dier's Sound, which is a calm 
and iliB water; which caufed our general to make the more hafl:e, fa that by the 30th 
day of Auguil \ve were all laden and made all things ready to depart. 

But before I proceed any further herein, to fhew what fortune befell our departure, 
I will turn my pen a little to M. Captain Fenton, and thofe gentlemen, which ihould 
have inhabited all the year in thofe countries, whofe valiant minds were much to be 
commc:nded; for doubtlefs they had done as they intended, if luck had not withitoocl 
their willingnef'3. 

For the bark Dionyfe, which was lofl, had in her much of their houfe which was 
prepared and ihould have been builJeu for them, with many other implements. Alfo 
the Thomas of Ipfwich, which had moil of their provifion in her, came not into the 
fheight-s at all, neither did we fee her fince the day we were feparated in the great 
fnow, of which I fpake before. For thefe caufes, having not their houfe nor yet pro~ 
villon, they were difappointed of their pretence to tarry, and therefore laded their fhips, 
and fa came away with us. 

But before we took {hipping, we builded a little houfe in the Countefs of \Varwick's 
I!land, and garnifhul it with many kind of trifles, as pins, points, laces, glaifes, combs~ 
babes on hOl'feback and on foot, with innumerable other fuch fancies and toys; thereby 
to allure and entice the people to fome familiarity againft other years. 

Thus having finifhed all things, we departed the country, as I faid before; but 
becaufe the Buffe had not lading enou,r;h in her, fhe put into Bear's Sound, to take in a 
little more. In the meanwhile the Admiral, and the reil without at fea ftayed for her. 
And that night fell fuch an outrageous tempeil, beating on our {hips with fuch vehement 
rigour, that anchor and cable availed nought; for we were driven on rocks and iflands 
of ice, infoll1uch that (had not the greilt goodnefs of God been miraculoufly fhewed to 
us) we had been cail away every man. This danger was more doubtful and terrible 
than any that preceded or went before, for there was not anyone fhip(I think) that efcaped 
without damage. Some 1011 anchor and alfo cables, fame boats, fome pinnaces, fome 
anchor, cable, boats, and pinnaces. 

This boiftcrous ftorm fo fevered us O:IC from another, that one {hip knew not wh"t 
was become of another. The Ac1mirJI kn:.:\v not where to find the Vice-admiral or RearG 
admiral, or any other {hip of our company. Our general being on land in Bear's
Sound, could not come to his fhip, but was compelled to go aboard the Gabriel, where 
he continued all the way homeward (which was God's tavour towards us), will we, 
niH we, in fuch haile, as not any aile of us \\1;'1-: able to keep in company with other,. 

but 
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hut were feparated. And ifby chance anyone !hip dil overtake other, by fwiftnefs 
of fail, or met. as they often did, yet was the rigour of the wind fo hideous, that they 
could not continue company together the fpace of one whole night. 

Thus our journey outward was not fa pleafant, but our coming thither, entering the 
coafts and country, by narrow fheights, perilous ice, and iwift tides, our times of abode 
there in fnow and ftorms, and our departure from thence the 3 I ft of AUgHft, with 
dangerous bluftering winds and tempefl:s, which that night arofe, was as uncomfortable; 
feparating us fo as we failed, that not any of us met together until the 28th of Sep
tember, which day we fell on the Engliili coafts, between Scilly and the Land's-end, 
_nd paffed the channel, until our arrival in the river of Thames. 

The Rej)ort oj ThomtlS Inars, Poj[nzgcr in the Emanuel, otberwife called tbe Bz1!e of 
Bridgewater, 'iL'/icrein James Leech ~C'(/S Mqfter, one oj tbe Sbips in the lqfl Voyage of 
Mafia'Martin FrobiJher, 1578, concerning the Difcoruery oj a great !Jlalld in their T'Vay 
homeward, the 12tb oj September. 

THE Buife of Bridgewater was left in Bear's Sound at Meta Incognita, the 2d 
day of September, behind the fleet in fome diftrefs, through much wind, riding 

near the lee-lhore, and forced there to ride it out upon the hazard of her cables and 
anchors, which were all a-ground but two. The 3d of September being fair weather. 
and the wind N. N. ,\V. !he fet fail and departed thence, and fell with Frizeland on 
the 8th day of September at fix of the clock at night, and then they fet off from the S.W. 
point of Friz~land, the wind being at eaft and E. S. E. but that night the wind 
veered fouLherly, and fhifted oftentimes that night; but on the loth day in the morn
ing, the wind at W. N. W. fair weather, they fteered S. E. by S. and continued that 
courfe, until the 12th day of September, when about eleven of the clock before noon, 
they defcried a land which was from them about five leagues, and the fouthermoft part 
of it was S. E. by E. from them, and the northermoft next N. N. E. or N. E. The 
mafter accounted that the S. E. point of Frizeland was from him at that inftant, when 
he firft defcried this new ifland N. W. by N. 50 leagues. They account this Wand 
to be 25 leagues long, and the longeft way of it S. E. and N. W. The fouthern part 
of it is in the latitude of 57 degrees and one fe<tJnd part, or thereabout. They 
continued in fight of it from the 12th day at eleven of the clock, till the 13th day at 
three of the clock in the afternoon, when they left it, and the laft part they faw of it, bare 
from them N. W. by N. There appeared two harbours upon that co aft ; the greateft 
of them feven leagues to the northwards of the fouthermoft point, the other but 
four leagues. There was very much ice near the fame land, and alfo 20 or 30 
leagues from it, for they were not clear of ice till the 15th day of September after
noon. They plied their voyage homewards, and fell with the weft part of Ireland 
about Galway, and had firfi fight of it on the 25th day of September. 

CAPTAIN 
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[ANOTHER ACCOUNT*J 

OUR general, Captain Frobifher, being thoroughly furnifhed of the knowledge of 
the fphere, and all other ikills appertaining to the art of navigation, as alfo of 

the confirmation he hath of the fame by many years experience both by fea and land, 
and being perfuaded of a new and nearer paffage to Cataya than by Capo de Buona 
Speran~a, which the Fortugals yearly ufe; he began firft with himfelf to devife, and 
then with his friends to confer, and laid a plain plot unto them, that that voyage was 
not only pollible by the N. \V., but alfo he could prove, cafy to be performed. And 
further he determined and refolved with himfelf, to go make full proof thereof, and 
to accomplifh or bring true certificate of the truth, or elfe never to return again; 
knowing this to be the only thing of the world that was left yet undone, whereby a 
notable mind might be made famous and fortunate. But although his will were great 
to perform this notable voyage, whereof he had conceived in his mind a great hope, 
by fundry fure reafons ahd fecret intelligence, which here for fundry caufes I leave 
untouched, yet he wanted altogether means and ability to fet forward and perform 
the fame. Long time he conferred with his private friends of thefe fecrets, and made 
alfo many offers for the performing of the fame in effeCt unto fundry merchants of our 
country, above fifteen years before he attempted the fame, as by good witnefs fhall well 
appear, (albeit fame evil willer!> which challenge to themfelves the fruit of other men's 
labours, have greatly injured him, in the report of the fame, faying that they have been 
the firft authors of that aCtion, and that they have learned him the way, which them
felves as yet have never gone); but perceiving that hardly he was hearkened Ul:tto of 
the merchants, which never regard virtue without fure, certain, and prefent gains, he 
repaired to the court (from whence, as from the fountain of our common wealth, all 
good caufes have their chief increafe and maintenance), and there laid open to many 
great eftates and learned men the plot and fum of his device. And amongft many 
honourable minds which favoured his honeft and commendable enterprife, he was 
fpecially bound and beholden to the Right Honourable Ambrofe Dudley Earl of 
Warwick, whofe favourable mind and good difpofition hath always been ready to 
countenance and advance all honefl: aCtions with the authors and executers of the fame; 
and fo by means of my lord's honourable countenance he received fome comfort of 
his caufe, and by)ittle and little, with no [mall expence and pain, brought his cau[e 
to fame perfeCtion, and had drawn together fo many adventurers, and fuch fums of 
money as might well defray a reafonable charge to fllrniili himfelf to fea withal. 

He prepared two fmall barks of twenty anJ five and twenty tons a piece, wherein he 
intended to accomplifh his pretended voyage. 'Wherefore, being furnifhed with the 
forefaid two barks, and one fmall pinnace of ten tons bllrthen, having therein viCtuals 
and other neceifaries for twelve months provifion, he departed upon the [aid voyage 
from Blackwall the 15th of June, Anno Domini 1576. 

One of the barks wherein he went was named the Gabriel, and the other the 
Michael; and failing N. W. hom England, upon the I I th of July he had fight of an 
high and ragged land, which he judged to be Frizeland (whereof fome authors have 
made mention), but durft not approach the fame, by reafon of the great ftore of ice 
that lay along the eoaft, and the great mifts that troubled them not a little. Not far 
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from thence he loft company of his fmall pinnace, which by means of the great Harm 
he fuppofed to be fwallowed up of the fea, wherein he loft only four men. 

Alfo the other bark named the Michael, miftrufting the matter, conveyed themfelves 
privily away from him, and returned home with great report that he was caft away. 

The worthy c::tptain, notwithfl:anding thefe difcomforts, although his mafl: was 
fprung, and his topmaft blown overboard with extreme foul weather, continued his 
cOUl{e towards the N.W., knowing that the fea at length muft needs have an ending, 
and that fome land ihould have a beginning that way; and determined therefore at 
the leafl: to bring true proof what land and fea the fame might be fo far to the north
wefl:wards, beyond any man that hath heretofore difcovered. And the 20th of July he had 
ilght of an high land, which he called ~een Elizabeth's Forelan~; after her Majefl:y's 
name. And failing more northerly along that coaft, he defcned another foreland, 
with a great gut, bay, or pair age, dividing as it were two main lands or continents 
afunder. There he met with ftore of exceeding great ice all along this coafl:, and 
coveting fl:ill to continue his courfe to the northwards, was always by contrary winds 
detained overthwart thefe ftraights, and could not get beyond. Within few days after, 
he perceived the ice to be well confumed and gone, either there ingulphed in by fame 
fwiti: currents or indrafts, carried more to the fouthwards of the fame {heights, or eIfe 
conveyed fame other way; wherefore he determined to make proof of this place, to fee 
bow far [hat gut had continuance, and whether he might carry himfelf through the 
fame into fame open fea on the backfide, whereof he conceived no [mall hope, and fo 
entered the fame the ~nft day of July, and paired above fifry leagues therein, as he 
reported, having upon either hand a great main or continent. And that land upon his 
right hand as he failed weftward, he judged to be the continent of Afia, and there to 
be divided from the firm of America, which Heth upon the left hand over againfl: the 
fame. 

This place he named after his name, Frobifher's Streights, like as Magellanus at the 
S.W. end of the world, having difcovered the pair age to the South Sea, (where 
America is divided from the continent of that land which lieth under the fouth pole), 
and called the fame ftreights, Magellane's Streights. ' 

After he had paired 60 leagues into this foreiaid {height, he went afhore, and found 
figns where fire had been made. 

He faw mighty deer which feemed to be mankind, which ran at him, and hardly he 
efcaped with his life in a narrow way, where he was fain to ufe defence and policy to 
fave his life. 

In this place he faw and perceived fundry tokens of the people's reforting thither. 
,And being afhore upon the [Op of a hill, he perceived a number of fmall things 
fleeting in the fea afar off, which he fuppofed to be porpoifes or feals, or fome kind 
of ftrange fifh; but coming nearer he difcovered them to be men in fmall boats made 
of leather. And before he could defcend down from the hill, certain ohhofe people 
had aimofl: cut off his boat from him, having fiolen fecretly behind the rocks for that 
purpofe, where he fpeedily hafl:ed to his boat; and went himfelf to his halberd, and 
n~rrowly efcaped the danger and faved his boat. Afterwards he had fundry conferences 
WIth them, an~ they came aboard his !hip, and brought him falmon, and raw Belli and 
fifh, an~ greedIly devou.red the fame before our men's faces. And to fhew their agility, 
they tned many maftenes upon the ropes of the fhip after our mariners faihion, and 
appeared to be very ftrong of their arms, and nimble of their bodies. They exchanged 
coats of feals, and bear .ikins, and f uch like, with our men; and received bells, looking
glaffes) and other toys, ill recompence thereof again. After great courtefie, and many 
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meetings, our mariners, contrary to their captain's direaion, began more eafily to trufi: 
them; and five of our men going afhore were by them intercepted with their boat, 
and were never fince heard of to this day again; fo that the captain being deftitute of 
boat, bark, and all company, had fcarcely fufficient number to condua back his bark 
again. He could now neither convey himfelf afhore to refcue his men (if he had been 
able), for want of a boat; and again the fubtle traitors were fo wary, as they would 
after that never come within our men's danger. The captain notwithftanding, defirous 
to bring fame token from thence of his being there, was greatly difcontented that he 
had not before apprehended fome of them; and therefore to deceive the deceivers, he 
wrought a pretty policy; for knowing well how they greatly delighted in our toys, and 
efpecially in bells, he rang a pretty low bell, making figns that he would give him 
the fame that WQuid come and fetch it. And becaufe they would not com~ within his 
dan~E r for fear, he flung one bell unto them, which of purpofe he threw !hart, that it 
might fall into the fea and be loft. And to make them more greedy of the matter, he 
rang a louder bell, fo that in the end one of them came near the !hip's fide to receive 
the bell, which when he thought to take at the captain's hand, he was thereby taken 
himfelf; for the captain being readily provided, let the bell fall, and caught the man 
faft, and plucked him with main force, boat and all, into his bark out of the fea. iNhere
upon when he found himfelf in captivity, for very choler and difdain he bit his tongue! 
in twain within his mouth; notwithftanding he died not thereof, but lived until he 
came in England, and then he died of cold which he had taken at fea. 

N ow with this new prey (which was a fufficient witnefs of the captain's far and tedious 
travel towards the unknown parts of the \\-orld, as did well appear by this fhange 
infidel, whofe like was never feen, read, nor heard of before, and \\-hofe language \\'~~s 
neither known nor underfrood of any), the i:,id Ceptain Frobi!her returned homeward, 
,md arrived in England in Harwich the :zd of OCtober following, and thence came to 
London 1576, where he was highly commended of all men for his great and notable 
attempt, but fpecially famous for the great hope he brought of the paffage to Cataya. 

And it is efpecially to be remembered, that at their firft arrival in thofe parts, there lay 
fo great ftore of ice all the coaft along fo thick together, that hardly his boat could 
pafs unto the fhore. At length, after divers attempts, he commanded his company, ifby 
any pofiible means they could get a!hore, to bring him whatfoever thin.; they could firft 
find, whether it were living or dead, flock or flone, in token of Chriltian poffeffion, 
which thereby he took in behalf of the Queen's mofl: excellent majefl:y, thinking that 
thereby he might juftify the having and enjoying of the fame things that grew in thefe 
unknown parts. 

Some of his company brought flowers, fame green grafs, and one brought a piece of 
black fl:one? much like to a fea-coal in colour, which by the w(:j'};r feem.ed to be 
fome kind of metal or mineral. This was a thing of no J.ccount ill the juJ[~ment of 
the captain at firft fight, and yet for novelty it was kept in refpea of the Vh(<: from 
whence it came. 

After his arrival in London, being demanded of fun dry of his friends '.',hat thing he 
had brought them home out of that country, he had norhing left to prefent them 
withal, but a piece of this black ftone. And it for tuned a gentlewoman, one of the 
adventurer~' wives', to have a piece thereof, which by chance !he thre'.\' and burned in the 
fir.e, fo lon~l2,", -that. at the length being taken, forth, and quenched in. a littl~ vir:egar, it 
glittered WIth a bngbt marcafite of gold. \ \ hereuron the matter bemg cated 111 fef:le: 
queftion, it was brought to certain gold.finer~ in London to m.ake an effay thereof .. 
who gave out that it held gold, and that very nchly for the quantIty. Afterwards the 
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fame gold-finers promifed great matters thereof if there were any flore to be found, 
and offered themfelves to adventure for the fearching of thofe parts from whence the 
fame was brought. Some that had great hope of the matter, fought fecretly to have a 
leafe at her Majefly's hands of thofe places, whereby to enjoy the mafs of fo great a 
public profit unto their own private gains. 

In concluuon: The hope of more of the fame gold ore to be found, kindled a greater 
opinion in the hearts of many, to advance the voyage again. Whereupon, prepa
ration was made for a new voyage againft the year following, and the captain more 
fpecially direCted by commiffion for the fearching this gold ore, than for the fearching 
any further difcovery of the paifage. And being well accompanied with divers refolute 
and forward gentlemen, her Majefly then lying at the Right Honourable the Lord of 
Warwick's houfe in Eifex, he came to take his leave, and kiffing her Highnefs's hands, 
with gracious countenance and comfortable words departed towards his charge. 

A true Report of Juch Things as happened in the Jecond Voyage of Captain Frobi/her, 
pretended for the Difcovery of a new Pa.ffage to Cataya, China, and the Eafl Indies, 
by the North-wrjl. Ann. Dom. 1577. , 

BEING furnifhed with one tall Pnip of her Majefty's, named the Aide, of two hundred 
tons, and two other fmall barks, the one named the Gabriel, the other the 

Michael, about 30 tons a-piece, being fitly appointed with men, ammunition, viCtuals, 
and all things neceifary for the voyage, the faid Captain Frobiiher, with the reft of.his 
company, came aboard his ihips riding at Blackwall, intending (with God's help) to 
take the firft wind and tide ferving him, the 25th day of May, in the year of our Lord 
God 1577. 

The names of fuch gentlemen as attempted this difcovery, and the number of foldiers 
and mariners in each ihip, as followeth: 

Aboard the Aide, being Admiral, were the number of 100 men of all forts, 
whereof 30 or more were gentlemen and foldiers, the reft fufficient and tall failors. 

Aboard the Gabriel, being Vice-Admiral, were in all 18 perii:ms, whereof fix were 
foldiers, the reft mariners. 

Aboard the Michael were 16 perfons, whereof five were foldiers, the reft mariners. 
Aboard the Aide, was, 

General 0f the whole company for her l\Iajefty 
His Lieutenant • - - -
His Enftgn 
Corporal of the Shot 

The reft of the gentlemen 

Martin Frobiiher. 
George Beft. 
Richard Philpot. 
Francis Forder. 

(Henry Carew. 

I Edmund Stafford. 
John Lee. 
M. Harvy~ 

~ Mathew Kinerfley. 
'1 Abraham Lins. 

Robert Kinnerfley. 
Francis Brakenb~ry. 

l William Armfhow. 
The 
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The Ma'{l.er 
The Mate 
The Pilot 
The Mailer Gunner 

Captain 
One gentleman 
The Mafter 

Captain 
One gentleman 
'fhe Mafter 

-. 
Aboard the Gabriel, was, 

Aboard the 1'vIiC:n~l, 

Chriilopher Hall. 
Charles lackman. 
Andrew Dier. 
Richard Cox. 

Ed,~r'1l~d FeE~C~l~ 

"\ Vill;;\ll1 Tami'lcld. 
\Vi;;;,,~n SIllitil. 

Gilbert Yarke. 
Tll:-;n1,'8 Chamberlaine. 
James Le1re. 

On \Vhitfunday, being the 26th of rvTay, Anno 1577, early in the morni;l,~', we 
weighed anchor at BlackwaII, and fell that tide dO\\n to Gra,',cfel1l1, \"here we re~ 
mained until Monday at night. 

On Monday morning, the 27th of May, aboard the Aide we fecLived all th2 com
munion by the minifter of Gravefend, and prepared us as good Chrilti~lns towards God, 
and refolute men for all fortunes ;"~and towards night we departed to Tilbery Hope. 

Tuefday the 28th, about nine o'clock at night, we arrived at Harwich in Eifcx, and 
there fi:ayed for the taking in of certain viduals, until Friday the 31 ft, during which 
time came letters from the Lords of the Council, ftraitIy commanding our General, 
not to exceed his complement and number appointed him, which was 120 perfons; 
whereupon he difchargecl many proper men, which with unwilling minds departed. 

He alfo difmiifed all hi" condemned men, which he thought for fome purpofes vcry 
needful for the voyage, and towards night, upon Frid~y the 3 If!: ofl\hy, we fet fail ane1 
put to the feas again. And failing northward along the eall: coaf1::s of En:,;LmJ and 
Scotland, the 7th day of June we arrived in St. Magnus Sound in Orkney If1ands, called 
in Latin Orcades, and came to anchor on the fouth fide of the bay, and this place is 
reckoned from Blackwall, where we fet fail firft, --- leagues. 

Here our company going on land, the inhabitants of therc ii1ands began to flee as 
from the enemy, whereupon the lieutenant willed every man to ftay together, and went 
himfelf unto their houfes to declare what we were, and the caufe of our coming thither, 
which being underftood, after their poor manner they friendly entreated us, and brought 
us for our money fuch things as they had. And here our gold-finers found a mine of 
filver. 

Orkney is the principal of the iHes of the Orcades, and ftandeth in the latitude of 
59 deg. and a halt: The country is much fubject to cold, anfwerable for fLlch a 
climate, and yet yielcleth fome fruits, and fufficient maintenance for the tJe();)le 
contented fo poorly to live. 

There is plenty enough of poultry, ftore of eggs, fifh, and fowl. 
For their bread they have oaten cakes, and their drink is e\ves' mill;:, and in fome 

parts ale. ... . 
Their houfes are but poor Without, and i1uttdh enough wlthm, and the people in 

nature thereunto agreeable; for their fire they burn heath and turf~ the COUIltr), in 
mof1:: parts being void of wood. 

They have great want of leather, and defire our old £h?es, ;1:'F::trc!, and old ropes 
(before money), for their victuals, and yet ;ll'e th·y not lc:;norant ot the " alul' of l>Hr 

coin. The chief town is callell K )'rwa)'. 
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In this ifland hath been fometime an abbey~ or a religious haufe, called Saint 
Magnu~, being on the weft fide of the iile, whereof the found beareth name, through 
which we palled. Their governor, or chief l?rd, is called th~ Lord Robert Stewar;, 
who at our being there, as we underltood, was In durance at Edmburgh, by the Regent s 
commandment of Scotland. 

After we had provided us here of matter fufllcient for our voyage, the 8th of June 
we fet fail arrain, and pailing through Saint Magnus Sound, having a merry wind by 
night, came ~lear and loft fight of all the land, and keeping our courfe W. N. W. by 
the fpace of two days, the wind ihifted upon us, fa that we lay in traverfe on the feas, 
'with contrary winds, making good (as near as we could) our courfe to the wefl:ward, and 
fometime to the northward, as the wind iliifted. And hereabout we met with three fail of 
Englifh fifhermen from Ifeland, bound homeward, by whom we wrote our letters unto 
our friends in England. Y,\T e traverfed thefe feas by the fpace of 26 days without any 
fight of land, and 111et with much drift wood, and whole bodies of trees. We faw 
many monfl:rous fillies, and il:r;:mge fowls, which feemed to live only by the fea, being 
there fo far difbnt from any land. At length God favoured us with more profperous 
v.iuds, and aLer we had failed four days, with good wind in the poop, the 4th of July, 
the Michael being foremoft a-head, iliot ofF a piece of ordnance, and ftruck all her fails, 
fuppofing that they defcried land, which by reafon of the thick mifts, they could not 
make perfeCt; howbeit, as well our account, as alfo the great alteration of the water, 
which became more black and fmooth, did plainly declare we were not far oif the 
coaft. OUf general fent his mafter aboard the Michael (who had been with him 
the year before), to bear in viith the place to make proof thereof, who defcried not the 
land perfeCt, but faw fundry huge iilands of ice, which we deemed to be not paft 12 

leagues from the {hare, for about ten of the clock at night, being the 4th of July, the 
weather being more clear, we made the land perfeCt, and knew it to be Frifeland. And 
the height being taken here, we found ourfelves to be in the latitude of 60 degrees and 
a half, and were fallen \'lith the fouthernmoft point of this land. 

This Frifeland £hc\,-eth a ragged and high land, having the mountains almoft 
covered over with [now, along the coaft full of drift ice, and feemeth almoft in
acceilible, and is thought to be 2.n Wand in bignefs not inferior to England, and is 
called d fome authors VI eft Frifeland, I think becaufe it Iyeth more weft than any part 
of Europe. It extendeth in latitude very far to the northward, as feemed to us, and 
appeareth by a defcripticm fet out by two brethren, Venetians, Nicholaus and 
Anthonius Zeni, who being' driven off from Ireland with a violent tempert, made 
fhipwreck here, and were the firft known Chriftians that difcovered this land, about 
Q,oo years finee, and they have in their fea-cards fet out every part thereof, and defcried 
the (onchi,:<a of the inhabitants, declaring them to be as civil and religious people as we. 
And for fo ~muc~ of this land as we haye failed along, comparing their card with the 
(oaf\:, '.\ftC' tmd It very agreeable. TIllS coaft feemeth to have good fifhing, for we 
l)iD,::: bec:l!l1~d, let fall a hook ... vithout any bait, and prefently caught a great fiili 
called a nollit~~, who ferved the,. whole company for a day's meat, and is dangerous 
meat for fu:feIt,mg. And fo~namg about five leagues oft from the more, our lead 
broug;lt up 1:1. tne tallow, a kmd of cora~ almof'r white, and [mall ftones as bright as 
~:yft~l1, and It lS not to .be doubted but thIS land may be found very rich and beneficial, 
It It were thoroughly dlfcovered, although we faw no creature there but little birds. It 
Is a rua,n'elLus th!ng to behold of what great bignefs and depth fome it1ands of ice be 
here, lome 70, fame 80 fathom under water, befides that which is above feeming 
wands more tha..'1 half a mile in circuit. All thefe ice are 'in tafte frelli, and feem to 
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be bred in the founds thereabouts, or in fome land near the pole, and with the winds 
and tides are driven along the coafts. VI e found none of thefe iflands of ice faIt in 
tafte, whereby it appeareth that they were not congealed of the ocean fea-water, which 
is always faIt, but of fame ftanding or little moving lakes or great freih waters near the 
fuore, caufed either by melted fnow from tops of mountains, or by continual accefs of 
frefu rivers from theland, and intermingling with the fea-water, bearing yet the dominion 
(by the force of extreme froft) may caufe fame part of falt water to freeze fo with it, and 
fa feem a little brackifh, but otherwife the main fea freezeth not, and therefore there is 
no mare glacia/e, or frozen fea, as the opinion hitherto hath been. Our general tried 
landing here twice, but by the fudden fall of mifts (whereunto this coalt is much 
fubjeCt), he was like to lofe fight of his fhips, and being greatly endangered with the 
driving ice along the coaft, was forced aboard, and fain to furceafe hi.::1 pretence till a 
bettcr opportunity might ferve; and having fpent four days and nights failing along this 
land, finding the coaft fubjeCt to fuch bitter cold and continual mi11s, he determined 
to fpend no more time therein, but to bear out his courfe towards the ilreig-hts called 
Frobifher's Streights, after the general's name, who being the firfi that ever paired beyond 
58 degrees to the northwards, for any thing that hath'- been yet known of certainty of 
Newfoundland, otherwife called the continEnt or firm land of America, difcovered the 
faid ftreights this !aft year 1576. 

Between Frizelancl and the ftreights we had one great fiorm, wherein the 1\I:chacl 
was fomewhat in danger, having her ftirrage broken, and her topmafis blown over
board, and being not paft fifty leagues ihort of the ftreights by our account, \ve ftruck 
fail and lay a hull, fearing the continuance of the ftorm, the wind being at the N.]:. 
ani having loft company of the barks in that flaw of wind, we happily met again the' 
J 7th day of July, having the evening before feen divers iihnds of fleeting ice, \vl1ich 
gave an argument that we were not far from land. Our general in the morning hom 
the main-top (the weather being reafonably clear) defcried bnd; but to be bettei' 
aifured, he fent the two barks two contrary courfes, whereby they might defery either the 
South or North Foreland, the Aide lying off a~1d on at fea, with a fmall fail by an ifl:md 
of ice, which was the mark for us to meet again together. j-\.nd about noon, the weather 
being more clear, we made the North Foreland perfeCt, which otherwife is called H<lll's 
Wand, and alfo a fman Wand bearing the name of the faid Hall, whence the are \vac: 

taken up which was brought into England this lafi year 157G ; the Lilt Hall being 
prefent at the finding and taking up thereof, who WJ.S then mafter in the Gabriel \',ith 
Captain Frobifher. At our alTival here, all the [eas about this coaft were fo covered 
over with huge quantity of great ice, that we thOll,c;ht thefe places might only deferv: 
the name of Mare Glaciale, and be called the Icy ,Sea. 

This North Foreland is thought to be diyided from the continent of the Northerland; 
by a little found called Hall's Sound, which maketh it an iDand, and is thought little
lefs than the Ii1e of Wight, and is thefirfi entrance of the ftrei;.::hts upon the northern 
fide, and ftandeth in the latitude of ti 2 degrees and SG minutes. God hwin; bleifeJ 
us with [0 happy a land-fall, we bare into the {heights y,,11:ch run in next hand, and 
fomewhat further up to the northward, and came as near ~;le {hare 3:; we might for the 
ice; and upon the 18th day of July, our general ta~:Ylg the gokl.iln'_'j s with him, 
attempted to go on fuore with a fmall row;ng pinnace, "pon the f!:1all il1and vnere the 
ore was taken up, to prove whether there were any ftore (tler:' if to be found; but he 
could not get, in all that if1and, a piece as big as a waLu" ',vl;(,"e the fir!: y:as found. 
But our men, which fought the other ii1ands thereabouts, found them all to have good 
flore of the ore, whereupon our general with thefe good tidings returned acoard 
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about ten of the clock at night, and was ioyfully welcomed of the company, with a volley 
of ihot. He brought eggs, fowls, and a yOU~\g; feal a~oard, which the company .had 
killed a{hore; and having found, upon dlOfe Iilands, gIllS fet to catch fowl, and flICks 
new cut, with other things, he well perceived, that, not long before, fome of the 
country people had reforted thither. . 

I-laving therefore found thofe tokens of the people's accefs in thofe parts, and 
being in his firil voyage well acquainted with their fubtle and cruel difpofition, he 
provided well for his better fafety; and on Friday the 19th of July, in the morning 
early, with his beft company of gentlemen and foldiers, to the number of 4.0 perfons, 
went on il1ore, as well to difcover the in-land and habitation of the people, as alfo to 
find out fame fit harbour for our {hips; and pailing towards the {hore with no fmall 
difficulty, by reafon of the abundance of ice, which lay along the coail fo thick together, 
that hardly any pairage through them might be difcovered, we arrived at length upon 
the main of Hall's greater iiland, and found there alfo, as well as in the other fmall 
iflands, good Ilore of 'the ore. And leaving his boats here 'with fufficient guard, w~ 
paired up into the country about two Engli{h miles, and recovered the top of a high 
hill, on the top whereof our men made a column of crofs Ilones, heaped up of a good 
height together, in good fort, and folemn!y founded a trumpet, and faid certain prayers, 
kneeling about the enfign, and honoured the place with the name of Mount Vvarwick, 
in remembrance of the Right Honourable Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of Warwick, whofe 
noble mind and good countenance in this, as in all other good actions, gave great 
encouragement and good furtherance. This done, we retired our companies, not 
feeing any thing here worthy of further difcovery; the country feeming barren and full 
of ragged moumains, and in molt parts covered with fnow. 

And thus marching towards our boats, we defcried certain of the country people on 
the top of Mount Warwick, with a flag wafting us back again, and making great noife, 
with cries like the mowing of bulls, feeming greatly defirous of conference with us; 
whereupon the general being therewith better acquainted, anfwered them again with 
the like cries; whereat, and with the noife of our trumpets, they feemed greatly to 
rejoice, flipping, laughing, and dancing for joy. And hereupon we made figns unto 
them, holding up two fingers, commanding two of our men to go apart from our com
panies, whereby they might do the like. So that forthwith two of our men and two 
of theirs met together, a good fpace from company, neither party having their weapons 
about them. Our men gave them pins, and points, and fuch trifles. as they had; and 
they likewife beflowed on our men two bow-cafes, and fuch things as they had. They 
earneflly defired our men to go up into their country, and our men offered them like 
kindnefs ~bout our {hips, but neither part (as it feemed) admitted or truiled the others 
courtefy. Their manner of traffick is thus; they do ufe to lay down of their merchan
dize upon the ground, fa much as they mean to part withal, and fo looking that the 
other party with whom they make trade, {hould do the like, they themfelves do depart, 
and then, if they do like of their part, they come again, and take in exchange the 
other's merchandife; otherwife, if they like not, they take their own and depart. The 
day being thus well near fpent, in hafte we retired our companies into our boats again, 
minding forthwith to fearch along the coail for fome harbour fit for our {hips, for the 
prefent neceffity thereof was much, confidering that all this while they layoff and on 
between the two lands, being continually fubject, as well to great danger of fleeting 
ice, ".hieh environed them, as to the fudden ftmvs which the coail feemed much fub
jed to. But when the people perceived our departure, with great tokens of affection 
[hey earnefl:ly called us back again, following us almofr to our boats; whereupon, our 
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general, taking his mafl:er with him, who was beft acquainted with their manners, went 
apart unto two of them; meaning, if they could lay [ure hold upon them, forcibly to 
bring them aboard, with intent to befiow certain toys and apparel upon the one, <md 
fa to difmifs him with all arguments of courtefy, and retain the other for an interpreter. 
The general, and his mafier, being met with their two companions together, after they 
had exchanged certain things" the one with the other, one of the fanges, for lack of 
better mel:chandife, cut off the tail of his coat (which is a chief ornament among them), 
and gave It unto our general for a prefent: bur he prefently, upon a watch-word given 
him with his mafier, fuddenly laid hold upon the t,vo favages; but the ground u'nder
foot being flippery with the fnow on the fide of the hill, their handfa['r failed, and 
their prey efcaping, ran away and lightly recovered their bows and arrows, which they 
had hid not far from them, behind the rocks; and being only two favages in fight, they 
fo fiercely, defperately, and with fuch fury aifailed and purfued our general and his 
mafier, being altogether unarmed, and not mifrrufring their fubtlety, that they chafed 
them to their boats, and hurr the general in the buttock with an arrow, who the rather 
fpeedily fled back, becaufe they fufpeCted a greater number behind the rocks. Our 
foldiers (which were commanded before to keep their boats) perceiving the danger, 
and hearing our men calling for !hot, came fpeedily to refcue, thinking there had been 
a greater number. But when the favages heard the ihot of one of our calivers, (and yet 
having firfl: befiowed their arrows,) they ran away, our men fpeedily following them. 
But a fervant of my Lord of Warwick, called Nicholas Conger, a good footman, and 
uncumbered with any furniture, having only a dagger at his back, overtook one of 
them, and being a Corni!h man, and a good wrefl:ier, !hewed his companion fuch a 
Corni!h trick, that he made his fides ache againfl: the ground for a month after; and 
fo being fiayed, he was taken alive and brought a,,"ay, but the other efcaped. Thus, 
with their fl:range and new prey, our men repaired to their boats, and pafied from the 
main to a fmall ifland of a mile compafs, where they refolved for to tarry all night; 
for even now a fudden frorm was grown fo great at fea, that by no means they could 
recover their ihips. And here eyery man refrelheel himfelf with a fmall portion of 
viCtuals, which was laid into the boats for their dinners, having neither eat nor drank 
all the day before. But becaufe they knew not how long the fiorm might bfi, nor 
how far off the ihips might be put to fea, nor whether they ihould ever recover them 
again or not, they made great fpare of their viCtual.;, as it greatly behll','cd them; for 
they knew full well, that the befl: cheer the country could yield them, ,,"as rocks and 
fione, a hard food to live withal; and the people more really to eat them, than to give 
them wherewithal to eat. And thus, keeping very good watch and ward, they lay 
there all night, upon hard cliffs of {now and ice, both wcr, cold, and COmfOl"tkL'. 

There things thus happening with the company on land, the dan:;er of the {hips at 
fea was no lefs perilous; for within one hom after the general's delx\l'tInr~' in the morning, 
by negligence of the :ook in overheating, and the_workman in maki~1.; the c~imney, 
the Aide was fet on hre, and had been the confuhon of the ,,"hole, IT, by Cl1ance a 
boy efpying it, it had not been fpeedily, with great labour and Gael's help, well 
extinguilhed.. ., 

This day a1fo were chvers ftorms and flaws, and by n111e of the clock at 11Ight the fionn 
was grown fa great, and continued fuch until the morning, that it put our ihil~' at feu 
in no fmall peril; for having mountains of fleeting ice on every fide, we W':'llt roomer 
for one, and loafed for another; fame fcraped us, and fame happily efcaped us, that 
the leafl: of all of them were as dangerous to fl:rike as .any rock, and able to h;\',e fplit 
afUllder the ftroJlgefr ;(hip of the world. We had a fcope of clear, \yithout ;cc (as 
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God would), wherein we turned, being otherwife compaffed?n every fide about; but 
fo much was the wind, and fo little was the fea-room, that bemg able to bear only our 
fore-courfe, we call fa oft about, that we made fourteen boards in eight glaif~s running, 
being but four hours; but God being our bell lleerfman, and by the mdufiry of 
Cha~les Jackman and Andrew Dier, the mafier's mates, both very expert mariners, 
and Richard Cox, the mafier gunner, with other very careful failors, then within board, 
and alfo by the help of the clear nights, which are without darknefs, w~ did happily 
avoid thole prefent dangers, whereat fince we have more marvelled than m the prefent 
danger feared; for that every man within board, both better and worfe, had enough to do 
with his hands to haul ropes, and with .his eyes to luok out for danger. But the next 
morning, being the 20th of July,(as God would,) the fiorm ceafed~ and the general efpying 
the ihips, with his new captive and whole company, came happIly aboard, and reported 
1vhat had paired a{hore, whereupon, all together upon our knees we gave God humble 
and hearty thanks, for that it had pleafed Him from fo fpeedy peril to fend us fuch 
fpeedy deliverance; and fo from this northern ihore we ftruek over towards the 
fouthern land. 

The 2 I II of July we difcovered a bay w hieh ran into the lar:d, th:1.t feemed a likely 
harbour for our !hips; 'Nherefore our general rowed thither 'xi'h his boats to make 
proof thereof, and with his gold-finers to fearch for are, having never eHayed any 
thing on the fouth fhore as yet, and the fidt. fmall iiland which we landed upon. Here 
all the fands and cliffs did fa glift:er, and had fo bright a marcafite, that it feemed all 
to be gold; but, upon trial made, it proved no better than black-lead, and Verified the 
rroverb, " all is not gold that glifiereth." 

On the 22d of July we bare into the faid found, and came to anchor a reafonable 
breadth ofF the fuore, where thinking ourfelves in good fecurity, we were greatly 
endangered with a piece of drift ice, which the ebb brought forth of the founds, and 
came thwart us ere we were aware. But the gentlemen and foldiers within board, 
taking great pains at this pinch at the capllan, overcame the moll danger thereof, and 
yet for all that might be done, it !truck on our itern fuch a blow, that we feared left 
it had firicken away our rudder; and being forced to cut our cable in the haw[e, we 
were fain to fet our forefail, to run further up within, and if our fieerage had not been 
frronger than in the prefent time, we feared we had run the fhip upon the rocks, having 
a very narrow, channel to turn in; but as God would, all came well to pafs, and this 
was named lackman's Sound, after the name of the maller's mate, who had firit liking 
unto the place. 

Upon a fmall ifland within this found, called Smith's Wand (becaufe he firfi fet up 
his force there), was found a mine of filver, but was won out. of the rocks without great 
labour. Here our gold-finers made effay upon fuch are as they found upon the north
ern land, and found four forts thereof to hold gold in good quantity. Upon another 
fmall iiland here was zJfo found a great dead fifh, which, as it illOUld feern, had been 
embayed with ice, and was in proportion round like to a porpoife, being about twelve 
feet long, and in bignefs anfwerable, having a horn of two yards long growing out of 
the [nout or noB:rils. This horn is wreathed and firaight, like in fa!hion to a taper 
made of W;}X, and may truly be thought to be the fea-unicorn. This horn is ro be feen, 
and referved as a jewel by the Queen's Majeft:y's commandment, in her wardrobe 
of robes. 

T uefday the Z 3d of July, our general, with his beft: company of gentlemen, foldiers, 
and failors, to the num.ber of 70 perfons in all, marched, with enfign difplayed, upon 
the continent of the louthernland (the fuppofed continent of America), where, com. 
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manding a trumpet to found a call for every man to repair to the enfign, he declared to 
the whole company, how much the caufe imported for the fervice of her Majefty, our 
country, our credits, and the fafety of our own lives; and therefore required every 
man to be conformable to order, and to be direCted by thde he {hould affign. And he 
appointed for leaders, Captain Fenton, Captain Yorke, and his Lieutenant George 
Beft; which done, we caft ourfelves into a ring, and altogether upon our knees, gave 
God humble thanks, for that it had pleafed Him of His goodnefs to prefe:-ve us from 
fuch imminent dangers, befeeching likewife the affiftance of His Holy Spirit, fo to 
deliver us in fafety into our country, whereby the light and truth of thefe fecrets being 
known, it might redound to the more honour of His Holy Name, and confequently to 
the advancement of our commonwealth. And fo in as good fort as the place fuffered, 
we marched towards the tops of the mountains, which were no lefs painful in climbing 
than dangerous in defcending, by reafon of their fteepnefs and ice. And having pailed 
about five miles by fuch unwieldy ways, we returned unto our {hips \'.-ithout fight of 
any people, or likelihood of habitation. Here divers of the gentlemen denred our 
general to fuffer them, to the number of twenty or thirty perfons, to march up thirty 
or forty leagues into the country; to the end they might difcover the inland, and do 
fome acceptable fervice for their country: but he, not contented with the matter he 
fought for, and well confidering the {hart time he had in hand, and the greedy defire 
our country hath to a prefent favour and return of gain, bent his whole endeavour only 
to find a mine to freight his {hips, and to leave the reft (by God's help) hereafter to be 
well accomplit11ed. And, therefore, the 26th of July, he departed over to the north
L'lnd with the two barks, leaving the Aide riding in Jackman's Sound, and meant, after 
he had found <:onvenient harbour and freight there for his fhips, to difcover further for 
the pafTage. The barks came the fame night to anchor in a found upon the norther
land, where the tides did run fo fwift, and the place was fo fubjeCt to indrafts of ice, 
that by reafon thereof they were greatly endangered; and having found a very rich 
mine, as they fuppofed, and got almoft 20 ton of are together, upon the 18th of July 
the ice came driving into the found where the barks rode, in fuch fort, that they were 
therewith greatly diftreffed: and the Gabriel riding aft ern the Michael, had her cable 
galled afundcr in the hawfe by a piece of driving ice, and loft another anchor; and 
having but one cable and anchor left, for {he l1ad loft two before, and the ice ftill 
driving upon her, fhe was, by God's help, well fenced from the danger of the refl:, 
by one great iflalld of ice, which came a-ground hard a-head of her, which if it had 
not fo chanced, I think, f urely, {he had been caft upon the rocks with the ice. The 
Michael moored anchor upon this great ice, and rode under the lee thereof; but, 
about midnight, by the weight of itfelf, and the fetting of the tides, the ice brake within 
half the bark's length, and made unto the company within board a fudden and fearful 
noife. The next flood, towards the morning, we weighed anchor, and went further 
up the ftreights, and leaving our ore behind us which we had digged, for hafte left 
the place by the name of Beare's Sound, after the name of the mafter of the Michael, 
and named the ifland Lecefter's Inand. In one of the fmall Wands here we found a 
tomb, wherein the bones of a dead man lay together, and our favage captive being with 
us, and being demanded, by figns, whether his countrymen had not flain this man 
and eat his Be{h fo from the bones, he made figns to the contrary, and that he was 
flain with wolves and wild beafts. Here alfo was found, hid under ftones, good ftore 
of fifh, and fundry other things of the inhabitants; as fleds, bridles, kettles of fifll
ikins, knives of bone, and fnch other like. And our favage declared unto us the ufe 
of all thofe things; and taking in his hand one of thofe countrv bridles, lle caught one 
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of our dogs and hampered him handfomely therein, as we do our horfes, and with a 
whip in his hand, he taught the dog to draw in a fled, as we do horfes in a coach, 
fetting himfelf thereupon like a guide; fa that we might fee they ufe dogs for that pur. 
pofe that we do our horfes. And we found fince by experience, that the leifer fort 
of dogs they feed fat, and keep them as domeflic cattle in their tents for eating, and the 
greater fort ferve for the ufe of drawing their fleds. 

The 29th of July, about five leagues from Beare's Sound, we difcovered a bay, which 
being fenced on each fide \\'ith fmall iflands, lying off the main, which break the force 
of the tides, and make the place free from any indrafts of ice, did prove a very fit har. 
bour for our ihips, where we came to anchor under a fmall ifland, which now, together 
with the found, is called by the name of that right honourable and virtuous lady, Anne 
Counters of vVarwick. And this is the furthefl place that this year we have entered up 
within the flieights, and is reckoned from the cape of the Queen's Foreland, which is 
the entrance of the flreights, not above 30 leagues. Upon this ifland was found good 
:flare of the are, which, in the wafhing, to our thinking, held gold, plainly to be feen; 
whereupon it \'.as thought be!1 rather to load here, where there was flare and indif. 
ferent good, than to feek further for better, and fpend time with jeopardy. And 
therefore our general, fetting the miners to work, and ihewing fir!1 a good precedent 
of a painful labourer and a good captain in himfelf, gave good examples for others 
to follow him. Whereupon, every man, both better and worfe, with their be!1 endea. 
vours, willingly laid to their helping hands; and the next day, being the 30th of July, 
the Michael 'was fent over to Jackman's Sound, for the Aide and the whole company 
to come thither. Upon the main land over again!1 the Countefs's Ifland, we difco~ 
vered and beheld, to our g,'eat marvel, the poor caves and houfes of thofe country 
people, which ferve them, as it ihould feem, for their winter dwellings, and are made 
two fathom under ground, in compafs round, like to an oven, being joined fa!1 one to 
another, havin~ holes like a fox or coney berry, to keep and come together. They 
undertrenched thefe places with gutters fa, that the water falling from the hills above 
them, may Hide away without their annoyance; and are feated commonly in the 
foot of a hill, to fhield them better from the cold \vinds, havin rr their door and entrance 
ever open towards the fouth. From the ground upwards they'build with whales bones, 
for lack of timber, which bending one over another, ;,1'e handfomely compacted in the 
top together, and arc covered over with feals fl~ins, which, in!1ead of tiles, fence them. 
from the rain; in ,,,bch houfe they have only one room, having the one half of th~ 
f10ar raifed with broad {tones a foot higher than the other, whereon flrewing mofs, 
they make their nefts to Deep in. They defile thefe dens moft filthily with their
beafl:ly feeding, anrl dwell fa long in a place, as we think, until their fluttifhnefs. 
loatbng them, t;y,y are forced to leek a fweeter air, and a new feat, and are, no 
doubt, a difpericd and wandering nation, as the Tartarians, and live in hordes and 
troops, without any certain abode, as may appear by fUl1dry circum!1ances of our 
eXDenence. 

Ii 're,l'ur captive being aihore with us, to declare the ufe of fuch things as we faw,!1ayed 
himfe:f alone behind the company, and did fet up five fmall !1icks round in a circle one 
by another, with one fmall bone placed ju!1 in the mid!1 of all ; which thing when one 
of our men perceived, he called us back to behold the matter, thinking that he -had 
meant fome charm. or witchcraft therein. But the be!1 conjecture we could make thereof 
was, that he would thereby his countrymen {hould underfiand, that for our five men> 
whom they betrayed the la{t year, (whom he fignified by the five Hicks,) he was taken 
~nd kept prifoner ; which he fignified by the bone in the midfi: for afterwards) when we 
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!'hewed him the piCture of his countryman, which the Iaft year was brought into 
England, (whofe counterfeit we had drawn, with boat and other furniture, both as he 
was in his own, and alfo in Engliili apparel,) he was upon the fudden much amazed 
thereat, and beholding advifedly the fame with filence a good while, as though he 
would ftrain courtefie whether iliould begin the fpeech,(for he thought him no doubt 
a lively creature,) at length b~gan to queftion with him, as with his companion, and 
finding him dumb and mute, feemed to fufpeCt him, as one difdainful, and ,,'ould with 
a little help have grown into choler at the matter, until at laft byfeeling and handling, 
he found him but a deceiving piCture; and then with great noife and cries, ceafed not 
wondering, thinking that we could make men live or die at our pleafure. 

And thereupon calling the matter to his remembrance, he gave us plainly to under
ftand by figns, that he had knowledge of the taking our five men the laCt year, and con
felling the manner of each thing, numbered the five men upon his five fingers, and 
pointed unto a boat in our iliip, which was like unto that wherein our men were 
betrayed; and when we made him figns that they were tJain and eatr::l1, he earnef!:ly 
denied, and made figns to the contrary. 

The laft of July, the Michael returned with the Aide to us, from the foutherland, 
and came to anchor by us in the Countefs of \Varwick's Sound, and reported, that fince 
we departed from lackman's Sound, there happ~ned nothing among them there greatly 
'worth the remembrance, until the 30th of lull" when certain of our company being 
athore upon a fmall ifland within the faid lackman's Sound, near the place where the 
Aide rode, did dpy a long boat with div\.'rs of the country people therein, to the num
ber of 18 or 20 perfons, whom fa foon as our men perceived, they returned fpeedily 
aboard, to giye notice thereof unto our company. They might perceive thefe people 
climbing up to the top of a hill, where with a Bag they wafted unto our {hip, and made 
great outcries and noifes, like fa many bulls. Hereupon our men did prefently man 
forth a fmall {1;;.iff, having not above fix or feven perfons therein, which rowed near the 
place where thofe people were, to prove if they could haye any conference with them. 
But after this fmall boat was fent a greater, being well appointed for their refcue, if 
need required. 

As foon as they efpied our company coming near them, they took their boats and 
haHed away, either for fear, or elfe for poiicy, to draw our men from refcue further 
within their danger ; wherefore our men conflruing that their coming hither was but to 
fed,- adyantage, followed fpeeclily after them; but they rowed fa fwiftly away, that our 
men could come nothing near them, howbeit they failed not of their beft endeavour in 
ro\~ing, and having chafed them above two miles into the fea, returned into their {hips 
a f)'am. 

b The I f!: of A uguft, being the morning following, Captain Yorke, with the MichJ,el, 
came into lackman's Sound, and declared unto the company there, that the laft night 
paf!: he came to anchor in a certain bay (which fince was named Yorke's Sound,) 
about four leagues diftant from lackman's Sound, being put to leeward of that place for 
lack of "ind, ,\"here he difcovered certain tents of the country people, where going 
with his company athore, he entered into them, but found the people departed, as it 
fhould feem, for fear of their coming. But amongf!: fundry ftrange things which in 
there tents they found, there was raw and new killed f1e1h of unknown forts, with dead 
carcafes and bones of clogs, and I know not what. They alia beheld (to their greateft 
marvel) a doublet of canvas made after the Englith fathion, a fhirt, a girdle, three 
{hoes, for contrary feet, and of unequal bignefs, which they well conjectured to be the 
apparel of our five poor countrymen, which were intercepted the laft year by thefe country 
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people, ~bo~t fifteen leagues from this rlace, fury her within the ftreigh~~ ;. whereupon o~r 
men bemg m good hope, that fame or them mIght be here, and yet Dvmg, the captam 
devifing for the beft, left his mind behind him in writing, with pen, ink, and pdper 311'0, 
whereby our poor captive countrymen, ifit might come to their hands, might knO\v their 
friends' minds, and of their arrival, and likewife return their anfwer. And fa without 
takinp- any thiner away in their tents, leaving there alfo looking-glaifes, points, and 
other~ of our toys, (the better to allure them by fuch friendly meam,) departed aboard 
his bark, with intent to make hafte to the Aide, to give notice unto the company of all 
fuch things as he had there difcovered, and fo meant to return to thofe tents again, 
hOEing that he might by force or policy en trap or entice the people to fame friendly 
coriferencf'. Which things when he had delivered to the whole company there, they 
determined forthwith to go in hand .vith the matter. Hereupon Captain Yorke, with 
the mafl:er of the Aide and his mate, (who the night before had been at the tents, and 
came over from the other fide in the Michael with him,") being accompanied with the 
gentlemen and faldiers, to the number of 30 or 40 perfons, in two fmall rowing pin
naces, m~lde towards the place where the night before they difcovered the tents of 
thofe people, and Fetting Charles Jackman, being the mafter's mate, a{hore, wirh a 
convenient number, for that he could ben guide them to the place, they marched over 
land, meanint: to compafs them on the one fide, whilfl: the captain, with his boats, 
might entrap them on the other fide. But landing at Ian at the place where the night 
before they left them, they found them with their tents removed. N otwithftanding, 
our men which marched up into the country, pailing over two or three mountains, by 
chance efpied certain tents in a valley underneath them, near unto a creek by the fea
fide, which becaufe it was not the place where the guide had been the night before, they 
judged them to be another company, and befetting them about, determined to take 
them if they could; but they having quickly defcried our company, launched one great 
and another fmall boat, being about 16 or 18 per[ons, and very narrowly efcaping. 
put themfelves to fea. \Vhereupon, our foldiers difcharged their calivers, and followed 
them, thinking the noife thereof being heard to our boats at fea, our men there would 
make what fpeed they might to that place. And thereupon, indeed, our men which were 
in the boats, croiling upon them in the mouth of the found, whereby their paifage was 
let for getting fea-room, wherein it had been impoilible for us to overtake them by 
rowing, forced them to put themfelves afuore upon a point of land within the faid 
found, (which, upon ocmfion of the Daughter there, \vas fince named The Bloody 
Point,) whereunto our men fa fpeedily followed, that they had little leifure left them to 
make anyefcape. But fa foon as they landed, each of them brake his oar, thinking by 
that means to prevent us in carrying away their boats for want of oar.3; and defpe
rat~ly returning upon our men, ref~fl:ed the~ manfully in their lan~ing, fo long as 
theIr arrows and darts lafted, and alter gathenng up thofe arrmys whlCh our men {hot 
at the~; yea, and .plucking o~r arrows out of their ?odie~, encountered afre{h again, 
and mamtamed their caufe untIl both weapons and lIfe failed them: and when they 
found they were mortally wounded, being ignorant of what mercy meaneth, with deadly 
fury ~hey caft the~felves headlong from o.ff the rocks into the rea, left perhaps their 
enemIes fhould receIve glory or prey of theIr dead carcafes, for they fupoofed us belike 
to be cannibab, or eaters of man's fle{h. In this conflifr one of our' men was dan
gerouily hurt in the belly ",ith one of their arrO\ys, and of them were ilain five or fix 
the reft by flight efcaping among the rocks, faving two women, whereof the one bein~ 
old and ugly, our men ~hought {he had been a devil or fame witch, and therefore 
let her go; the other bemg young and cumbered \\'ith a fud .. ..ing child at her back, 
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hiding herfelf behind the rocks, was efpied by one of our men, who fuppofing !he had 
been a man, !hot through the hair of her head, and pierced through the child's arm, 
whereupon {he cried out, and our furgeon meaning to heal her chilcPs arm, applied 
falves thereunto. But {he not acquainted with fuch kind of furgery, plucked thofc 
falves away, and by continual licking with her own tongue, not much unlike our dogs, 
healed up the child's arm. And becaufe the day was well near fpent, our men made 
hafte unto the reft of our company, which on the other fide of the water remained at 
the tents, where they found by the apparel, letter, and other Engli{h furniture, that 
they were the fame company which Captain Yorke difcovered the night before, having 
removed themfelves from the place where he left them. 

And now confidering their fudden flying from our men, and their defperate manner 
of fighting, we began to fufpea that we had heard the laft news of our men which the 
laft year were betrayed of thefe peopie: and confidering alfo their rayenous and bloody 
clifpofition, in eating any kind of raw fleih or carrion, hmvfoever f1:inking, it is to be 
thought that they had Dain and devoured our men, for the doublet \yhich was found in 
the-ir tents, had many holes therein, being made with their arrO\vs and darts. 

But now the night being at hand, our men \\itb their captives, and fuch poor ftuff as 
they found in their tents, returned towards their {hips; when being at fea, there arofe a 
fudden flaw of wind, which was not a little dangerous for their fmall boats, but as God 
would, they came all fafely aboard. And with thefe good nt'\,S they returned 
(as before mentioned) into the Countefs of Warvvick's Sound unto us. And be
tween Jackman's Sound, from whence they came, and the Countefs of Warwick's 
Sound, between land and land, being thought the narrow eft place of the ftreights, were 
judged nine leagues over at the leaft. And Jackman's Sound being upon the [outher. 
land, lieth direaIy almoft over-agalllfl: the Countefs' Sound, as is reckoned fcarce thirty 
leaf!ues within the: iheights from the Queen's Cape, which is the entrance of the ftreights 
of the foutherbnd. This cape, being named Queen Elizabeth's Cape, fl:andeth in the 
latitude of fixty. two degrees amI a half to the northwards of Newfoundland, and upon 
the fame continent, for any thing that is yet known to the C()ill rary. 

I-laving now got a WOlllan captive for the comfort of our man, we brought them both 
together; and every man with {ilenee defired to behold the mal1ner of their meeting and 
entertainment, the which was morC' worth the beholding tkm can be '.yell expreHed by 
writing. At their £1rft encountering they beheld C~)dl the other Y~Ty ,.,ifl:ly a good 
fpace, wilhout fpeech or w?rd U,tL:i>,d, ."ith gre~t cha?~e of colour and countenance, 
~IS though it feemed the gnef and dddaJll of theIr captIvIty had taken away the ufe of 
their tomrues and utterance; the v.'Oman at the fidl: very fuJdenly, as thouCTh {he dif .. o . () 

dained, or regarded not the man, turned away, and began to hng as though ihe minded 
another matter; but being again brought together, the man brake up the filence firft, 
and with Hem and ftaid countenance began to tell a long folemn tale to the woman, 
\ .. hereunto {he gave good h('<;ring, and imerrupted him nothing till he had £1nifhed, and 
afterwards being grown into more familiar acquain~ance ~y fpeech,they \\\~re turnedtoge
ther, fo that (1 think) the one would ?ardly have lIved WIt.hout the ~omfort of the other; 
and for fo much as we could perceive, although they lIved contmually together, yet 
they did never u[e as m~;n and wife, t?o~gh .the. '-'loman fp;:U'::?d not to do al~ llEceifary 
things that appertained to a good h~uie,:vlte llldIfler~ntly for. them both, as III makin:; 
clean their cabin, and every other thmg that appertamed to hIS eafe; for when he \vas 
fea-fick, nlC would make him clean; {he would kill and fLy the clogs fl[ their cating, 
and dref::i his meat. Only I think it worth the noting, the continency of them both; 
for the man would nevel- ihift hill1fdf~ except he hall firft caufeu the wornall to depart 
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out of his cabin, and they both"were moft fhamefaced, left any of their privy parts 
fhould be difcovered, either of themfelves or any other body. 

On Monday the 6th of Auguft, th~ lieutenant v.:ith all th~ foldier~, for the bett;r 
guard of the miners and the other thmgs aihore, pItched theIr tents III the Countefs s 
Iiland, and fortified the place for their better defence as well as t?ey could,. and were to 
the numb"r of forty perfons; when being all at labour, they mIght perceIve upon the 
top of a hill over againft them a number of the country people, wafting with a flag, 
and making great -outcries uhto them, and were of the fame compa~'lJ w~ich h~d en~ 
countered lately our men upon the other fhore, being come to complam their late 
loires, anJ to entreat (as it teemed) for reftitution of the woman and child, which 
our men in the late conflic[ had taken and brought away. 1iVhereupon the general, 
taking the favage captive with him, and fetting the woman where they might beft 
perceive her, in the high eft place of the ifland, went over to talk with them. This 
captive, at his firft encounter of his friends, fell fa out into tears, that he could not 
fpeak a word in a great fpace; but after a while overcoming his kindnefs, he talked at 
full "ith his companions, and beftowed friendly upon them fuch toys and trifles as we 
had given him, whereby we noted that they are very kind one to another, and greatly 
forrowful for the lofs of their friends. Our general, by figns, required his five men 
which they took captive the laft year, and promifed them not only to releafe thofe which 
he had taken, but alfo to reward them with great gifts and friendihip. Our favage 
made fig-ns in anfwer from them, that our men fhould be delivered us, and were yet 
living; and made figns likewife unto us, that we fhouid write our letters unto them, 
for they knew very w,ell the ufe we have of writing, and received knowledge thereof, 
either of our poor captive countrymen which they betrayed, or elfe by this our new 
captive, who hath feen us daily write, and repeat again fuch words of his language as we 
defired to learn; but they for this night, becaufe it was late, departed without any 
letter, although they called earnefily in hafte for the fame. And the next morning early, 
being the 7th of Auguft, they called again for the letter, which being delivered unto 
them, they fpeedily departed, Illaking figns with three fingers, and pointing to the fun, 
that they meant to return within three days, until which time we heard no more of 
them, and about the time appointed they returned, in fuch fort as you fhall after
wards hear. 

This night, becaufe the people were very near unto us, the lieutenant caufed the 
trumpet to found a call, and every man in the ifland repairing to the enfign, he put 
them in mind of the place, i() far from their country wherein they lived, and the 
danger of a great multitude which :hey were fubje8: unto, if good watch and ward 
were not kept; for at every low-water the enemy might come almoft dry-foot from 
the main unto us: wherefore he willed every man to prepare him in good readinefs 
upon all fudden occafions ; and fa giving the watch their charge, the company departed 
to refl:. 

I thought the captain's letter well worth remembering, not for the circumfl:ance of 
<:urious inditing, but for the fubfl:ance and good meaning therein contained, and there
tore havere p'_ded here the fame, as by himfelf it was haftily written. 

The Form of 1\I. Martin Frobifher's Letter to the Englifh Captives. 

". IN the mme of God, in whom we all believe, who (I truft) hath preferved your 
bodIes and fouls amongfi: thefe infidels, I commend me unto you. I will be glad to 
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feek by ~1.1 me~ns. you can. devife. for yo~r deliverance, either with force or with any 
commodIt~es wIthm my flups, whICh I w~ll not fpare for your fakes, or any thing elfe 
I can do for you. I have aboard of the11"s, a man, a woman, and a child, which I 
am contel~ted to d.eliver for you; but the man which I carried a\vay from hence the 
laft year, IS dead III England. Moreover you may declare unto them, that if they de
liver you not, I will not leave a man alive in their country. And thus, if one of you 
can come to fpeak with me, they {hall have either the man, woman, or child, in pawn 
for you. And thus unto God, whom I truft you do ferve, in hafte I leave you~ 
and to him we will daily pray for you. This Tuefday morning the 7th Auguft, 
Anno 1577. 

Your's to the uttermoft of my power, 
IVIAR TIN FROBISHER. 

" I have fent you by thefe bearers, pen, ink, and paper, to write back unto me aCTain, 
if perfonally you cannot come, to certify me of your eftate." i:J 

Now had the general altered his determination for going any farther into the ftreights at 
this time, for any further diffoveryof the paifage, having taken a man and woman of that 
country, which he thought fufficient for the ufe oflanguage; and haying alfo met with 
thefe people here, which intercepted his men laft year, (as the apparel and Englifh 
furniture which was found in their tents very well declared,) he knew it was but a 
labour loft to feek them further ofr~ when he had found them there at hand. And 
confidering alfo the ibort time he had in hand, he thought it beft to bend his whole 
endeavour for the getting of mine, and to leave the pafTage further to be difcovered 
hereafter. For his commiffion direued him in this voyage, only for the fearching of 
the are, and to defer the further difcovery of the pailage until another time. 

On Thurfday the 9th of Auguft, I'ie began to make a fmall fort for our defence, in 
the Countefs's Iilaud, and entrenched the corner of a clifr~ which on three parts, like a 
wall of good height, was encompaiTed and WL,ll fenced with the fea, and we f1niihed the 
rell: with cafks of the earth to good pmpofe, and thisw as calIed Beft's Bulwark, after 
the lieutenant's name, 'who f1rft devifed the fame. This was done, {Uf that \\e fufpeued 
more, left the defperate men might opprefs us with multitude, than any t;;;tr we had 
of their force, weapons, or policy of battle: but as wifdom \'v-ould us in [uch a place, 
fa far from home, not to be of ourielves altogether carelefs; fa the iigns which our 
captive made unto us, of the coming down of his Governor or Prince, which he called 
Catchoe, gave us occafiull to forefee what might enfue thereof; for he ihewed by 
figns, that this Catchoe was a man of higher ftature far than any of our nation is, and he 
is accuf1:omed to be carried upon men's fuoulders. 

About midnight the lieutenant caufed a falfe alarm to be given in the jl1<U1d, to prove 
as well the readinefs of the company there aQtore, as alfo what help might be hoped 
for upon the fudden, if need fa required, and every part was found in good readinefs 
upon fUefl a fudden. • 

Saturday the I I th of Auguft, the people ihewed themfelves agam, and called unto us 
from the fide of a hill over asainft us. The general (with good hope to hear of his men,. 
and to have anfwer of his letter) went over unto them, where they prefen.ted themfelves, 
not above three in fight, but were hidden indeed in great numbers behind the rocks, 
and making figns of uela), with us, to entrap fome of us to redeem their own, did 
only feek advantage to train our boat about a point of land from fight of our com
pany: whereupon our men juftly fufpeuing them, kepL aloof without their dange:r~ 
and yet fet one of our company aihore, which took up a great bladder which one of 
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them offered us, and leaving a looking-glafs in the place, came into the boat again. 
In the mean while our men) which il:ood in the Countefs's Wand to behold, who might 
better difcern them than thofe in the boat, by reafon they were on higher ground, 
made a great outcry unto our men in the boat, for that they faw divers of the favages 
creeping behind the rocks towards our men; whereupon the general prefently returned 
without tidings of his men. 

Concerning this bladder whi.ch we received, our captive m.ade fign~ that i.t was giv.en 
him to keep water and drink Ill; but we fufpecred rather It was gIven hIm to fWIm 
and fhifi: away withal, for he and the woman fought divers times to efcape, having 
lao fed our boats from a-il:ern our ihips, and we never a boat left to purfue them 
withal, and had prevailed very far, had they not been very timely efpied and pre
vented therein. 

After our general's coming away from them, they muil:ered themfelves in our fight 
upon the top of a hill, to the number of twenty in a rank, all holding hands over their 
heads, and dancing with great noife and fangs together; we fuppofed that they made 
this dance and fhew for us to underil:and, that we might take view of their whole 
companies and force, meaning belike that we fhould do the fame. And thus they 
continued upon the hill tops until night, when hearing a piece of our great ordnance, 
which thundered in the hollownefs of the high hills, it made unto them fa fearful a 
noife, that they had no great will to tarry long after. And this was done more to 
make them know our fo!'ce, than to do them any hurt at all. 

On Sunday the 12th of Auguil:, Captain Fenton trained the company, and made 
the foldiers maintain ikirmifh among themfelves, as well for their exercife as for the 
country people to behold in what readinefs our men were always to be found; for it 
was to be thought that they lay hid in ~he hills thereabouts, and obferved all the manner 
of our proceedings. 

On Wednefday the 14th of Auguil:, our general, with two fmall boats well appointed, 
for that he fufpeaed the country people to lie lurking thereabouts, went up a cer
tain bay, within the Coun.tefs's Sound, to fearch for ore, and met again with the country 
people, who fa foon as they faw our men, made great outcriE:s, and with a white flag 
made of bladders fewed together with the guts and finews of beail:s, wafted us amain 
unto them, but fhewed not above three of their company. But when we came near 
them, we might perceive a great multitude creeping behind the rocks, which gave us 
good caufe to fufpea their traiterous meaning; whereupon we made them figns, that 
if they would lay their weapons afide, and come forth, we would deal friendly with 
them, although their intent was manifeil:ed unto us: but for all the figns of friendfhip 
we could make them, they came il:ill creeping towards us behind the rocks, to get 
more advantage of us, as though we had no eyes to fee them, thinking belike that 
our fingle wits could not difcover fo bare devifes and fimple drifts of their's. Their 
fpokefman earnefHy perfuaded us with many enticing fhews, to come eat and fleep afhore, 
with great arguments of courtefy, and clapping his bare hands over his head in token of 
peace and innocency, willed us to do the like. But the better to allure our hungry 
fromachs, he brought us a trim bait of raw flefh, which for fafhion fake with a boat-hook 
we caught into our boat: but when the cunning eater perceived his fidt colo morfel could 
nothing f?arpen our il:omachs, he cail: about for a new train of warm fleih to procure 
our appelJtes; wherefore he caufed one of his fellows in halting manner, to come forth 
as a lame man from behind the rocks; and the better to declare his kindnefs in carving, 
he hoiil:ed him upon his fboulders, and bringing him hard to the water-fide where we 
were, left him there limping, as an eafy prey to be taken of us. His hope was that we 
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would bite at this bait, and fpeedily leap aihore within their danger, whereby they 
might have apprehended fame of us, to ranfom their friends home again, which before 
we had taken. The gentlemen and foldiers had great will to encounter them aihore; 
but the general, more careful by procefs of time to win them, than wilfully at the 
firft to fpoil them, would in no wife admit that any man ihould put himfelf in any 
hazard aihore, confidering the matter he now intended was for the are, and not for 
the conqueft. Notwithftanding, to prove this cripple's footmanihip, he gave liberty for 
one to ihoot; whereupon the cripple having a parting blow, lightly recovered a rock, 
and went away a true and no feigned cripple; and hath learned his lefl"on for ever 
halting afore fuch cripples again. But his fellows, which lay hid before, full quickly 
then appeared in their likenefs, and maintained the ikirmiih with their flings, bows, and 
arrows, very fiercely, and came as near as the water fuffered them; and with as defpe
rate mind as hath been feen in any man, without fear of ihot or any thing, followed us 
all along the coaft, but all their fhot fell fhort of us, and are of little danger. They 
had belayed all the coaft along for us, and being difperfed fa, were not well to be 
numbered; but we might difcern of them about a hundred perfons, and had caufe to 
fufI?eCl: a greater number. And thus without lofs or .. hurt we returned to our ihips 
agam. 

Now our work growing to an end, and having, with only five poor miners, and the 
help of a few gentlemen and foleliers, brought aboard almofr 200 ton of are, in the 
ipace of twenty days, every man therewithal well comforted, determined luftily to work 
afreih for a bone voyage, to bring our labour to a fpeedyand happy end. 

And on \Vednefday, at night, being the 2 I fr of Auguft, we fully fini!hed the whole 
work. And it was now good time to leave, for as the men were well wearied, fa their 
/hoes and cloaths were well worn; their baikets' bottoms torn out, their tools broken, 
and the {hips reafonably well filled. Some, with over-ftraining themfelves, received 
hurts not a little dangerous, fome having their bellies broken, and others their legs 
made lame. And about this time the ice began to congeal and freeze about our !hips' 
fides a-night, which gave us a good argument of the fun's declining fouthward, and put 
us in mind to make more hafte homeward. 

It is not a little worth the memory, to the commendation of the gentlemen and 
foldiers herein, who leaving all reputation a-part, with fa great willingnefs and with 
courageous fromachs, have themfehres almoft overcome in fo !hort a time the difficulty 
of this fo great a labour; and this to be true, the matter, if it be well weighed with
out further proof, now brought home doth well witnefs. 

Thurfday, the 2zd ofAuguft, we plucked down our tents,"and e .... ery man hafted home
ward, and making bonfires upon the top of the high eft mount of the ii1and, and 
marching with enfign difplayed round about the ifland, we gave a volley of ihot for 3. 

farewell, in honour of the Right Honourable Lady Anne Countefs of Warwick, whoff.! 
name it beareth; and fo departed aboard. 

The 23d, having the wind large at weft, we fet fail from out of the Countefs's SOlmd 
homeward, but the wind calming, we came to anchor within the point of the fame 
found again. 

The 24t1:, about three of the clock in the morning, having the wind large at weft, we 
fet fail again, and by nine of the clock at night we left the Queen's Foreland a-ftern of 
us, and being clear of the fheights, we bare further into the ma~ ocean, keeping 
our courfe more foutherly, to bring ourfelves the fooner under the latItude of our own 
climate. 
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The wind was very great at fea, fa that we lay a hUll all night, and had fnow half a 
foot deep on the hatches. 

From the 24th until the 28th, 'we had very much wind, but large, keeping our 
courfe S. S. E. and had like to have loft the barks, but by good hap we met again. 

The 29th the wind blew much at north-eaf!:, fr) that we could bear only a bunt of 
our fore-fail, and tt.l:: barks were not able to carry any fail at all. 

The Michael loft company of us, and !luped her courfe toward Orkney, becaufe that 
way was better known unto them, and arrived at Yarmouth. 

The 30tL with the force of the wind, and a furge of the fea, the maf!:er of the 
Gabriel ;md the boatfwain were ftricken both overboard; and hardly was the boatfwain 
recm'ered, having hold on a rope hanging overboard in the fea, and yet the bark was laced 
fore and after with ropes a breaft high within board. 

This mafter was called William Smith, being but a young man 'and a very fufficient 
mariner, who being all the morning before (Oxc't'ding pleafant, told his captain, he 
dreamt that he was caft over-board, and that the boatfv;ain had him by the hand, and 
could not fave him; and fa immediately upon the end of his tale, his dream came right 
evilly to pafs; and indeed the boatfwain in like fort held him by one hand, having 
hold on a rope with the other, until .his force biled, and the mafter drowned. We 
at this time reckoned ourfelves to be about two hundred leagues from the Queen's 
Cape. 

The laO: of Auguil:, about midnight, we had two or three fudden and great flaws 
{)r ftorms. 

The firft of September, the ftorm was grown very great, and continued almoft the 
whole day and night, and lying a hull to tarry for the barks, our fhip was much beaten 
with the feas, every fea almoft overtaking our poop, fa that we were conftrained with 
a bunt of our fail to try it out, and eafe the rolling of our fhip. And fa the Gabriel, 
not able to bear any fail to keep company with us, and our fhip being higher in the 
poop, and a tall filip, whereon the wind had more force to drive, went fa faft away 
that we lo{\: fight of them, and left them to God and their good fortune of fea. The 
fecond day of September, il1 the morning, it pleafed God of his goodnefs to fend us a 
calm, whereby we perceived the rudder of our fhip torn in twain, and almoft ready 
to fall away. Wherefore taking the benefit of the time, we flung half a dozen of our 
beft men over-board, who taking great pains under water, driving planks and binding 
WIth ropes, did well il:rengthen and mend the matter, v,ho remrned the moll: part 
more than half dead out of the water, and, as God's pleafure was, the fea was calm 
until the wGrk was finilhed. In this voyage commonly we took the latitude of the 
place by the height of the fun, becaufe the long day taketh away the light, not only 
of the polar, but alfo of all other fixed ftars. And here the north ftar is fa much 
elevated above the horizon, that with the ftaff it is hardly to be well obferved, and the 
degrees in the aftrolabe are too fmall to obferve minutes. Therefore we always ufed 
the ftaff tind the fun, as fitteft infiruments for this ufe. 

lIaying fpent foul' or five days in traverfe of the feas with contrary wind, making 
0':1r fouther!y way J.:_?~d as near as we could, to raife our degrees to b~ing ourfel~es 
WIth the latItude_ ot ~Cllly, the 1 nh of September, about fix o'clock at mght, the wrnd 
'(:ame good S. VV. we veered fueet, and fet our courfe S. E. 

The ,I 3t~, being in the latitude of ScilIy, the wind W. S. W. we kept our courfe E. 
to run III WIth the Slee'.'e, or chaMel fo called, being our narrow feas and reckoned us 
fuort of Scilly twelve leagues. ' 

Monday, 
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Monday, the 15th, about four o'clock, we began to found with our lead, and had 
ground at fixty-one fathoms depth, white fmall fandy ground, and reckoned us upon the 
back of Scilly, and fet our courfe E. by N., E. N. E., and N. E. among. 

The 16th, about eight 0' clock in the morning founding, we had fixty fathoms oozy 
fand, and thought ourfelves thwart of St. George's Channel a little within the banks; 
and bearing a fmall fail all night, we made many foundings, which were about forty 
fathoms, and fo £hallow that we could not tell well where we were. 

The 17th we founded, and had forty fathoms, and were not far off the land's-end, 
and being within the bay, we were not able to double the point with a S. by E. way, 
but were fain to make another board, the wind being at S. \'iT

• by \\T. and yet could 
not double the point to come clear of the land's-end, to bear along the Channel, and 
the weather cleared up when we were hard aboard the £hore, and we made tlw lemd's_ 
end perfeCt, and fo put up along St. George's Channel; and the weather being very 
foul at fea, we coveted fome harbour, becauf~ our fteer,lge was broken, and fo came 
to anchor in Padftow-road in Cornwall. But riding there a very dangerous road, we 
were advifed by the country to put to fea again, and of the two evils to choofe the lefs, 
for there was nothing but prefent peril where \'-e rock; whcreupoll \H' plied along the 
channel to get to Landy, from whence we were again driven; but being an open road, 
where our anchor came home, and with force of weather put to fea again, and about 
the 23d of September arrived at Milford Haven in 'Vales, \yhich being a Ycry good 
harbour, made us happy men, that we had received fuch long-defired fafety. 

About one month after our arrival here, by order from the Lords of the Council, the 
fhip carne up to Briftow, where the ore was committed to keeping in the cafl:le there. 
Here we found the Gabriel. one of the barks, arrived in good fafety, who having 
never a man within board very fufficient to bring home the £hip, after the mafter was 
loft, by good fortune, when £he came upon the coaft, met with a £hip of Briftow at fea, 
which conduCted her in fafety thither. 

Here we heard good tidings of the other bark alfo, called the Michael, in the north 
parts, which was not a little joyful unto us, that it pleafed God fo to bring us to a fafe 
meeting again; and we loft in all the voyage only one man, befides one that died at fea, 
who was fick before he came aboard, and was fo defirous to follow this enterprize, 
that he rather chofe to die therein, than not to be OIle to attempt fo notable a 
voyage. 
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THE THIRD VOYAGE OF CAPTAIN FROBISHER~ 

PRETENDED FOR THE DISCOVERY OF CATAYA. 

BY META INCOGNITA, ANNO DOM. InS, 

THE general being returned from the fecond voyage, immediatelx after his arri~21r 
in England, repaired with all hafl:e to the Court, being then atWmdfor,to advertIff! 

Her Majefl:y of his profperous proceeding and good fuccefs in this lafl: voyage, and of the 
plenty of gold ore, and other matters ofimport~nce which he h~d in thefefeptentrional 
parts difcovered. He was courteoufly entertamed, and heartIly welcomed of many 
noblemen; but efpecially for his great adventure commended of Her Majefl:y, at whofe 
hands he received great thanks, and mofl: gracious countenance according to his deferts. 
Her Highnefs alfo greatly commended the refl: of the gentlemen in this fervice, for their 
great forwardnefs in this fo dangerous an attempt; but efpecially {he rejoiced very much, 
that among them was fo good order of government, fo good agreement, every man fo 
ready in his calling, to do whatever the general fhould command; which due commen
dation gracioufly of Her Majefl:y remembered, gave fo great encouragement to all the 
captains and gentlemen, that they, to continue Her I-iighnefs fo good and honourable 
opinion of them, have fince neither [pared labour, limb, nor life, to bring this matter 
(fo well begun) to a happy and profperous end. And finding that the matter of the gold 
ore had appearance, and made fhew of great riches and profit, and the hope of the 
paffage to Cataya by this lafl: voyage greatly increafed, Her Majefcy appointed fpecial 
commiffioners chofen for this purpofe, gentlemen of great judgment, art,and ikill, to 
look thoroughly into the caufe, for the true trial and due examination thereof, and' for 
the full handling of all matters there'Unto appertaining. And becaufe that place and 
country hath never heretofore been difcovered, and therefore had no fpecial name by 
which it might be called and known, Her Majdly named it very properly Meta Incog
nita, as a mark and bound utterly hithert-o unknown. The commiilioners, after fuffi
cient trial and proof made of the ore, and having underftood by fundry reafons, and 
fubfl:antial grounds, the poffibilityand likelihood of the palfage, advertifed Her Highne[<) 
that the caufe was of importance, and the voyage greatly worthy to be advanced again. 
Whereupon preparation was made of iliips and all other things neceffary, with fuch 
expedition as [he time of the year then required. And becaufe it was affuredly made 
account of, that the commodity of mines there already difcovered, would at the leafl: 
countervail in all refpeCts the adventurers' charge, and give further hope and likeli
hood of greater matters to follow, it was thought needful, both for the better guard of 
thofe parts already found. and for the further difcoyery of the inland and fecrets of thOle 
c,ountries, and alfo for ~urther fearch of the paifage to Cataya (whereof the hope con
tlunally more and more mcreafeth), that certain numbers of chofen faldiers and difcreet 
men for thofe purpoies fhould be affigned to inhabit there. Whereupon there was a 
{hong fort or houfe of timber, artificially framed and cunningly devifed, by a notable 
learn,ed man h~re at home, in fhips to be carried there, whereby thofe men that were 
appomted to wmter and fl:ay there the whole winter, might as well be defended from 
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the danger of the fnow and cold air, as alfo fortified from the force or offence of 
thofe country people, which perhaps otherwife with too great multitudes might opprefs 
,them. And to this great adventure an~ notable exploit many,yell-minded and for
ward young gentlemen of our country .willingly have offered themfelves. And firft, 
Captain Fenton, lieutenant-general for Captain Frobifher, and in charge of the com
pany with him there, Captain Ben: and Captain Philpot, unto whofe good difcretions 
the government of that fervice was chiefly commended; who, as men not regarding peril 
in refpea of the profit and common wealth of their country, were willing to abide the 
firft brunt and adventure of thofe dangers among a favage and brutal kind of people, 
in a place hitherto ever thought for extreme cold not habitable. The whole number 
of men which had offered, and were appointed to inhabit :GIeta Incognita all the year, 
were one hundred perfons, whereof forty fhould be mariners for the ufe of the :lhips, thirty 
miners for gathering the gold ore together for the next year, and thirty foldiers for 
the better guard of the relt, within which laft number are included the gentlemen, 
gold-finers, bakers, carpenters, and all neceifary perfons. To each of the captains was 
affigned one fhip, as well for the further fear ching of the coaft and country there, as 
for to return and bring back their companies again, if the neceffity of the place fo 
urged, or, by mifcarrying of the fleet the next year, they might be difappointed of their 
further provifion. Being therefore thus furnifhed with all neceifaries, there were ready 
to depart upon the faid voyage fifteen fail of gOGd fhips, whereof the whole number 
was to return again with their lading of gold ore in the end of the fummer, except 
thofe three :!hips which :!hould be left for the ufe of thofe captains which fllOuld in. 
habit there the whole year. And being in fo good readinefs, the general with all the 
captains came to the Court, then lying at Greenwich, to take their leave of Her Majefty, 
at whofe hands they all received great encouragement and gracious countenance. Her 
Highnefs; befides other good gifts and greater promifes, befl:owed on the general a 
fair chain of gold, and the relt of the captains kiifed her hand, took their leave, and 
departed every man towards their cbrge. 

The Names of the Ship.s, with their feveral Captains. 

I. In the Aide, being Admiral, was the General, Captain Frobiiher. 
2. The Thomas Allen, Vice-admiral, Yorke . 
.'). The Judith, Lieutenant-general, Fenton. 
4. The Anne Francis Befl:. 
5. The Hopewell Caew. 
6. The Beare • Philpot. 
7. The Thomas of Ipfwich Tanfie!d. 
8. The Emanuel of Exeter Courtney. 
9. The Francis of Foy MovIes. 

10. The Moon Up~ot. 
11. Emanuel of Bridgewater Newton. 
12. Salomon of Weymouth Randal. 
13. The Bark Dennis Kendal. 
14. The Gabriel Harvey. 
15. The Michael Kinnerfley. 

The faid fifteen fail of :/hips arrived and met together at Harwich the 27th of May, 
anno 1578, where the general and the other captains made view and mufl:ered their 
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companies. And every feveral captain received from the general certain a.rticles of 
direCtion, for'the better keeping of order and company together in the way; which articles 
are as followeth: 

Imprimis, to banilh fwearing, vice, and card-playing, and filthy communication, and 
to ferve God twice a day, with the ordinary fervice ufnal in the Church of England, 
and to clear the glafs, according to the old order of England. 

The admiral ihall carry the light, and after his light be once put out, no man to go 
a-head of him, but every man to fet his fails to foHow as near as they may, without en. 
dangering one another. 

That no man fhall, by day or by night, depart further from the admiral than the 
difl:ance of one Englifh mile, and as near as they may, without danger one of another. 

If it chance to grow thick and the wind contrary, either by day or by night, that the 
admiral be forced to caft about, before her cafting about fhe fhall give warning, by 
ihooting off a piece, and to her ihall anfwer the vice-admiral, and the rear-admiral, 
each of them with a piece, if it be by night or in a fog; and that the vice-admiral fhall 
anfwer firft, and the rear .. admiral laft. 

That no man in the fleet deferying any fail or fails, give upon any occafion any chace 
before he have fpoken with the admiral. 

That every evening all the fleet come up and fpeak with the admiral at [even o'clock, 
or between that and eight; and if the weather will not ferve them all to fpeak with 
the admiral, then fame ihall fpeak with the vice-admiral, and receive the order of their 
courfe of Mafter Hall, chief pilot of the fleet, as he fhall direCt them. 

If to any man in the fleef there happen any mifchance, they fhall prefently fhoot 
off two pieces by day, and if it be by night, two pieces, and fhew two lights. 

If any man in the fleet come up in the night, and hail his fellow, knowing him not, 
he fhall give him this watch-word, "Before the world was God." The other 4hall 
anfwer him (if he be one of our fleet), "After God came Chrift his Son." So that if 
any be found amongft us, not of our own comp<fhy, he that firft defcrieth any fuch fail 
or fails, fhall give warning to the admiral by himfelf or any other that he can fpeak to, 
that fails better than he, being neareft unto him. 

That every thip in the fleet, in time of fogs, which continually happen with little winds, 
and moft part calms, thall keep a reafonable noife with trumpet, drum, or otherwife, to 
keep themfelves clear one of another. 

If it fall out fa thick or mifty that we lay it to hull, the admiral iliall give warning 
with a piec~, and putting out three lights one over another, to the end that every man 
may take in his fails; and at his fetting of fails agaiQ do the like, if it be not clear. 

If any man difcover land by night, that he give the like warning that he doth for 
mifchan<;:es, two lights, and two pieces; if it be by day one piece, and put out his flag, 
and ftrike all hi& fails he hath abroad. 

If any ihip happen to lofe company by force of weather, then any fuch ihip or iliips 
thall get her into the latitude of , and fo keep that latitude until they get Frif. 
land ; an~ after they be paft the weft parts ofFrifland, they ihall get them into the lati. 
tude of --and --, and not to the northward of --; and being once entered within 
the ftreights, all fuch ihips ihall every watch ihoot off a good piece, and look out well 
for fmoke and fire, which thofe that get in firft, ihall make every night, until all the 
fleet be come together. 

That upon the fight of an enfign o? the maft of the admiral (a piece being iliot off), 
the whole fleet ihall repaIr to the admIral, to underftand f11ch conference as the general 
is to have with them. 
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If we chance to meet with any enemies, that four fhips {hall attend upon the admiral, 
viz. the Francis of Foy, the Moon, the bark Dennis, and the Gabriel; and four upon 
my lieutenant-general in the Judith, viz. the Hope',Yell, the Armenal, theBeare, and the 
Salomon; and the other four upon the vice-admiral, viz. the Anne Francis, the Thomas 
of Ipfwich, the Emanuel, and the Michael. 

If there h::tppen any difordered perfon in the fleet, that he be taken and kept 
in fafe cufrody until he may conveniently be brought on board the admiral, and there 
to receive fuch punifhment as his or their offences fhall deferve, 

By me, MARTIN FROBISHER. 

Having received thefe articles of direCtion, we departed from Harwich the 3 I fr of 
May, and failing along the fourh part of England wefrward, we at length came by the 
coafr of Ireland, at Cape Clear, the 6th of June, and gave chace there to a fmall bark 
which was ltlppofcd to be a pirate, or rover on the feas; but it fell out indeed that 
they were poor men of Brifl:ow, who had met with fuch company of Frenchmen, as 
had fpoiled and ilain many of them, and left the refr fo fore wounded, that they were 
like to peri{h in the fea, having neither hand nor foot whole to help themfelves with, 
nor viCtuals to fufrain their hungry bodies. Our general, who well Hnderfrood the 
office of a foldier and an Englifhman, and knew well what the neceffity of the fea 
meaneth, pitying much the mifery of the poor men, relieved them with furgery and 
falves to relieve their hurts, and with meat and drink to comfort their pining hearts; 
fome of them having neither eaten nor drank more than olives and frinking water in 
many days before, as they reported. And after this good deed done, having a large 
wind, we kept our courfe upon the faid voyage, without fraying to take in frefh water, 
or any other provifion, whereof many of the fleet were not thoroughly furnifhed; and 
failing towards the N. W. parts from Ireland, we met with a great current from out of 
the S. W. which carried us, by our reckoning, one point to the northward of our faid 
courle; which current feemed to us to continue itfelf towards Norway, and other the 
N. E. parts of the world, whereby we may be induced to believe, that this is the fame 
which the PortugaIs meet at Capo de Buona Speran<ra, where ihiking over from 
thence to the Streights of Magellan, and finding no paffage there for the narrownefs 
of the faid frreights, runneth along into the great Bay of Mexico; where alfo having 
a let of land, it is forced to frrike back again towards the N. E. as we not only here, 
but in another place alfo, further to the north-ward, by good experience this year have 
found, as fhall be hereafter in its place more at large declared. 

Now had we failed about fourteen days without fight of any land, or any other living 
thing except certain fowls, as wilmots, noddies, gulls, &c. which there feem only tc 
live by fea. 

The 20th of June, at two o'clock in the morning, the general defcried laud, and 
found it to be 'Vefr Frizland, now named Wefr England. Here the general and other 
gentlemen went afhore; being the firfr known Chrifrians that we have true notice of, 
that ever fet foot upon that ground. And therefore the general took poifeffion thereof 
to the ufe of our fovereign Lady the Queen's Majefty, and difcovered here a goodly 
harbour for the fhips, where were alfo certain little boats of that country. And being 
there landed, they efpied certain tents, and people of the country, which were (as they 
judged) in all forts very like thofe of Meta Incognita, as by the apparel and other 
things which we found in their tents appeared. 

The favage and fimple people, fo foon as they perceived our men coming toward 
them (fuppofing there had been no other world but theirs), fled fearfully away, as men 

9~ much 



FROBISHER'S 'I'H:RD VOYAGE FOR 

much amazed at fo i1:range a fight, and creatures of human {hape, f~ far ~n apparel, 
complexion, and other things, different from themfelves. Th~y left m theIr tents all 
their furniture for hafte behind them, where amongft other thmgs were found a box. 
of fmall nails, and certain red herrings, boards of fir-tree well cut, with divers other 
things arti ~ially wrought, whereby it appeareth that they have trade with fome civil 
people or elfe are, indeed, themfelves artificial workmen. 

Ou; men brought away with them only two of their dogs, leaving in recompence bells, 
looking-glaifes, and divers of our country toys behind them. 

The country, no doubt, promifeth good hope of great commodity and riches, if it 
may be well difcovered. Some are of .opinion that. this Weft England is fi.rm land 
with the north-eaft parts of Meta Incogmta, or elfe WIth Greenland. And theIr reafon 
is, becaufe the people, apparel, boats, and other things, are fa like to ~theirs. And an
other reafon is, the multitude of Wands of ice, which lay between it and Meta Incognita ; 
both argue that on the north fide there is a bay, which cannot be but by the conjoining 
of the two lands together. 

And having a fair and large wind, we departed from thence towards Frobilher's 
Streights, the 23d of June. But firft we gave name to a high cliff in Weft England, 
the laft that was in our fight, and for a certain fimilitude, we called it Charing Crofs. 
Then we bare foutherly towards the fea, becaufe to the northwards of this coaft, we 
met with much driving ice, which by reafon of the thick mifrs and weather might have 
been fame trouble unto us. 

On Monday the lail: of June, we met with many great whales, as they had been 
porpoifes. 

This fame day the Salamander, being under both her courfes and bonnets, happened 
(0 frrike a great whale with her full frem, with fuch a blow that the :lhip frood frill, 
and frirred neither forward nor backward. The whale thereat made a great and ugly 
noife, and caft up his body and tail, and fa went under water; and within two days 
after, there was found a great whale dead, fwimrning above water, which we fuppofed 
was that which the Salamander frruck. . 

The 2d day of July, early in the morning, we had fight of the Queen's Foreland, 
and bare in with the land all the day, and pailing through great quantity of ice, by 
night were entered fomewhat within the frreights; perceiving no way to pafs further 
in, the whole place being frozen over from the one fide to the other, and as it were, 
with many walls, mountains, and bulwarks of ice, choaked up the pa{fage and denied 
1:1S entrance. And yet do I not think that this paifage or fea hereabouts is frozeu over 
at any time of the year; albeit it feemed fa unto us by the abundance of ice gathered 
together, which occupied the whole place; but I do rather fuppofe thefe ice to be 
bred in the hollow founds and frefuets thereabouts, which by the heat of the fummer's 
fun, being loofe, do empty themfelves with the ebbs into the fea, and fo gather in great 
abundance there together. -

And to fpeak fomewhat here of the ancient opinion of the frozen fea in thefe parts; 
I do think it to be rather a bare conjeCture of men, than that ever any man hath 
made experience of any fuch fea; and that which they fpeak of Mare Glaciale, may be 
truly thought to be fpoken of thefe parts, for this may well be called indeed the icy 
fea, but not the frozen fea, for no fea confifting of faIt-water can be frozen' as I 
have more at large herein fuewed my. opinion .in my fecond voyage, for it feeme;h im
poilible for any fea to be frozen whIch hath Its courfe of ebbing and flowing efpe
cially in thofe places where the tides do ebb and flow above ten fathoms. And ;Ifo all 
thefe aforefaid ice, which We fometimes met one hundred miles from land, being gathered 
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out of the fait fea, are in tafle frefh, and being diffolved, become fweet and whole· 
fome water. 

And the caufe why this year we have b2en more cumbered \yith ice, than at other 
times before, may be by rcafon of the eanerly and foutherly winds, which 12rOlIght us 
more timely hither than we looked for; which blowing from the fea directJ:'; upon the 
place of our flreights, have kept in the ice, and not fuffered them to be car(ied out to 
the main fea, where they would in more fuort time have been diifolyed. And all thefe 
fleeting ice are not only fa dangerous in that they wind and gather fo near together, 
that a man may, pafs fometimes ten or twelve miles as it were upon one firm ifland of 
ice; but alfo tor that they open and fuut together in fuch fort with the tides and fea
gate, that whilfl one {hip followeth the other with full fails, the ice which was open to 
the foremofl, will join and clofe again before the latter can follow the firfl, whereby 
many times our fuips were hrought into great danger, as being not able fo fuddenly to 
take in our fails, or fray the fwitt way of our fuips. 

We were forced many times to fiem and fir ike great rocks of ice, and fa as it were 
make way through mighty mountains. By fuch means fame of the fleet, where they 
found the ice open, entered in, and paifed fa far within the danger thereof with con
tinual defire to recover their port, that it was the greatefl wonder of the world that 
they ever efcaped fafe, or were ever heard of again; for even at this prefent time we 
miffed two of the fleet, that is, the Judith, wherein was the lieutenant.general, Captain 
Fenton; and the Michael, whom both we fuppofed had been utterly lofl, having not 
heard any tidings of them in more than twenty days before. 

And one of our fleet, named the bark Denis, being of one hundred tons burthen, 
feeking way in amongfl thefe ice, received fuch a bl0w with a rock of ice, that fue 
funk down therewith in fight of the whole fleet; howbeit having fignified her danger, 
by fhooting off a piece of great ordnan'ce, new fuccour of other fuips came fa readily 
unto them, that the men were all faved with boats. 

Within this fhip that was drowned, there was parcel of our houfe, which was to be 
ereB:ed for them that {bonld fiay all the winter in Meta Incognita. 

This was a more fearful fpeB:acle for the fleet to behold, for that the outrageou~ 
fiorm that prefently followed, threatened them the like fortune and danger; for the 
fleet being thus compaffed (as forefaid) on every fide with ice, having left much be. 
hind them, through which they paffed, and finding more before them through which it 
was not pollible to pafs, there arofe a fudden and terrible tempefl at theS.E.which blowing 
from the main fea direaly upon the place of the flreights, brought together all the ice a 
fea-board of us upon our backs, and thereby debarred us of returning back to recover 
fea-room again; fo that being thus compaffed with danger on every fide, fun dry men, 
with fundry devifes, fought the befl way to fave themfelves. Some of the fuips, where 
they could find a place more clear of ice, and get a little birth of fea-room, did take 
in their fails, and there lay adrift. Other fame faflened and moored anchor upon a 
great iiland of ice, and rode under the lee thereof, fuppofing to be better guarded 
thereby from the outrageous winds, and the d<l?ger of the .leife: flr~eting ice. And 
again fome w~re fo fafi. fuut up, and compa~ed m amon~ an mfimte numbe~ of .great 
countries and Iflands of Ice, that they were fam to commIt themfelves and theIr fuIpS to 
the mercy of the unmerciful ice, and firengthened the fides of their fuips with junks of 
cable, beds, mafls, planks, and fuch like, which being hanged over-board on the fides 
of their fhips, might the better defend them from the outrageous fway and frrokes of 
the faid ice. But as in greatefi difirefs men of beft yalour are befi to be difcemed, fa 
it is greatly worthy commendation and noting, with what invincible mind every captain 
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encouraged his companr, and with wha~ ,incredible labour th~ painful mariners and ~oor 
miners (unacquainted with fuch extremItIes), to the everlafhng renown of our n,atlOn, 
did overcome the brunt of thefe great and extreme dangers: for fame, even without 
board upon the ice, and fame wit~in bo~rd upon the fides of their fhips, ~aving poles, 
pikes, pieces of timber, and oars m thel~ han~s, flood almo~ day .and l1lg~t wlth,out 
any refl:, bearing off the force and breakmg Ue h~ay of the ,Ice WIth fuch mcr~dible 
pain and peril, that it was wonderful to b:hol~; whlc~ other~lfe no doubt had fl:r~cken 
quite through and through the fides of theIr fhIpS, notwlthflandmg our former provlfion; 
for planks of timber, of mor~ than three inches ~hick, a?d oth~r things ?f greater 
force and bignefs, by the furgmg of the fea and. blll?w, WIth the Ice were fhI:ered and 
cut in funder, at the fides of our ihips; fa that It WIll feem more than credIble to be 
reported of. And yet (that which is more) it is faithfully and plainly to be proved, and 
that by many fubfl:antial witneiles, that our fhips, even thofe of greatefl: burthens, with 
the meeting of the contrary waves of the fea, were heaved up between iflands of ice, 
a foot well ne:H out of the fea, above their water-mark, haying their knees and timbers 
withiil board both bowed and broken therewith. 

And amidft thefe extremes, whilft fame lab0ured for defence of the {hips, and 
fought to fave their bodies, other fame, of more mild fpirit, fought to fave their 
fouls by devout prayer and meditation to the Almighty, thinking, indeed, by no other 
means pollible than by a divine miracle to have their deliverance; fa that there was 
none that were either idle, or not well occupied, and he that held himfelf in beft fecu-
rity had (God knoweth) bnt only bare hope remaining for his beft fafety. ' 

Thus all the gallant fleet and miferable men, without hope of ever getting forth 
again, clifl:re{fed 'Nith thefe extremities, remained here all the whole night and part of 
the next day, excepting four {hips; that is, the Anne Francis, the Moon, the Francis 
of Fay, and the Gabriel, which being fomewhat a fea-board of the fleet, and being faft 
fhips by a wind, having a more fcope of clear, tried it out all the time of the florm 
under fail, being hardly able to bear a coaft of each. 

And albeit, by reafon of the fleeting ice, which were difperfed here almoft the whole 
rea over, they were brought many times to the extremefl: point of peril, mountains of 
ice ten thoufand times efcaping them fcal'ce one inch, 'which to have fl:ricken had been 
their prefent deftruaion, confidering the fwift courfe and way of the {hips, and the 
unwieldinefs of t hem to [tay and turn as a man would willi; yet they efteemed it their 
better fafety, with fLlCh peril to feek fea-room, than without hope of ever getting 
liberty, to lie fl:riving againft the fl:ream, and beating amongft the icy mountains, whofe 
bignefs and monfirous greatnefs was fuch, that no man would credit, but fuch as to 
their pains faw and felt it. And thefe four fhips, by the neXt day at noon, got out to 
fea, and were firft clear of the ice, who now enjoying their own liberty, began anew 
to farrow and fear for their fellcw~' fafeties; and devoutly kneeling about their main
mafi, they gave unto God humble thanks, not only for themfelves, but befou'O'ht Him 
likewife highly-for their friends' deliverance: and even now, whilft amidfl there extle
mities, this gallant fleet and valiant men were altogether overlaboured and forewatched, 
with the long and fearful continuance of the forefaid dangers, it pleafed God with His 
eyes of mercy to look down from heaven to fend them help in good time, giving them, 
th: next day, a, mor~ favourable wind at W. N, W', which did not only difperfe arid 
dnve forth the Ice b,erore them, but alfo gave th:m hberty of more fcope and fea-room, 
and they wer~ by mght of the fame day fpllowmg perceived of the other four fhips, 
where, to thel: greatefl: comfort, they enjoyed again the fellowfhip one of another. 
Some in mendm'b the fides ef their fuips; fame in fetting up their topmafts, and mend-
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ing their fails and tack lings ; again, fome complaining of their falfe fiem borne away; 
fome in ftopping their leaks; fome in recounting their dangers paft, fpent no fmall 
time and labour: fo that I dare well avouch, there were never men more dangeroufIy 
diftrefred, nor more mercifully by God's providence delivered; and hereof both the 
torn ihips, and the wearied bodies of the men arrived, do bear moft evident mark and 
witnefs. And now the whole fleet plied off to fea-ward, refolving there to abide until 
the fun might confume, or the force of the wind difperfe, thefe ice from the place of 
their paifage; and being :i1. good birth off the {hare, they took in their fails and lay 
adrift. 

The 7th of July, as men nothing yet difmayed, we caft about towards the inward, 
and had fight of land, ,vhich rofe in form like the northerland of the ftreights, which 
[orne of the fleet, and thofe 110t the worft mariners, judged to be the north foreland; 
howbeit, other fome were of contrary opinion; but the matter was not well to be 
difcerned, by reafon of the thick fog which for a long time hung upon the coaft, and 
the new falling fnow which yearly altereth the ihape of the land, and taketh away, 
oftentimes, the mariners' marks; and by reafon of the dark mifl:s which continued by 
the fpace of twenty days together, this doubt grew the greater and the longer perilous: 
for whereas, indeed, we thought ourfelves to be upon the N. E. fide of Frobiiher's 
Streights, we were now carried to the fouth-weftwards of the Queen's Foreland, and 
being deceived by a fwift current coming from the N. E. were brought to the fouth. 
weftward of our faid courfe many miles more than we did think poffible could come to 
pafs; the caufe whereof we have fince found, and it {hall be at large hereafter 
declared. 

Here we made a point of land, which fome mif1:ook for a place in the ftreights called 
Mount Warwick; but how we {hould be fa far 1hot up fo fuddenly within the faid 
{heights, the expertefl mariners began to marvel, thinking it a thing impoffible that 
they could be fo far overtaken in their accounts, or that any current could deceive them 
here which they had not by former experience proved and found out. Howbeit, many 
confdTed that they found a fwifter courfe of flood than before time they had obferved; 
and truly it was wonderful to hear and fee the ruilling and noife that the tides do make 
in this place, with fo violent a force, that our {hips, lying a-hull, were turne4 fome
times round about, even in a moment, after the manner of a whirlpool, and the noife 
of the ftream no lefs to be heard afar ofF than the water-fall of London-bridge. 

But whiHt the fleet lay thus doubtful amongft great ftore of ice, in a place they 
knew not, without fight of fun whereby to take the height, and fa to know the true 
elevation of the pole, and without any clear of light to make perfeCt the coaO:; the 
general, with the captains and mafters of his ihips, began doubtfully to queftion of the 
matter, and fent his pinnace aboard to hear each man's opinion, and efpecially of James 
Beare, mafter of the Anne Francis, who was known to be a fufficient and fkilful mari
ner, and having been there the year before, had well obferved the place, and drawn 
out cards of the coaft. But the rather this matter grew the more doubtful, for that 
Chriftopher Hall, chief pilot of the voyage, delivered a plain and public opinion, in 
the hearing of the whole fleet, that he had never feen the aforefaid coaft before, and 
that he could not make it for any place of Frobiiher's Streights, as fome of the fleet 
fuppofed, and yet the land doth lie and trend fo like, that the beft mariners may be 
therein deceived. 

The loth of July, the weather ftill continuing thick and dark, fome of the ihips, in 
the fog, loft fight of the admiral and the reft of the fleet,. and .wand,ering to and fro, 
with doubtful opinion whether it were beft to feek baCK agam to feaward, through 
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great flore of ice or to follow on a doubtful courfe in 3 fea-bay, or l1reights they knew 
not, or along a ~oafl, whereof, by reafon of the dark mift~, they could not difcern the 
dangers, if by chance any rock or broken ground fhould he off the place, as commonly 
in thefe parts it doth,. . .. . . 

The vice-admiral, Captam Yorke, confidenng the forefaId oplmon of the pIlot Hall, 
who was with him in the Thomas Allen, having loft fight of the fleet, turned back to 
fea again, having two other fhips in cOmpany with him. 

Alfo, the captain of the Anne Francis, h.aving alfo lo~ company of the fleet, and being 
all alone, held it for beft to turn it out agaIn to fea, untIl they mIght have clear weather 
to take the fun's altitude, and with incredible pain and peril got out of the doubtful 
place into the open fea again, being fa narro~ly diftreffed by the way, ?y means. of 
continual fog and ice, that they were many ttmes ready to leap upon an dland of Ice 
to avoid the prefent danger, and fa hoping to prolong life a while, meant rather to die 
a pining death. J 

Some hoped to fave themfelves on chefts, and fome determined to tie the hatches of 
the fhip together, and to bind themfelves, with their furniture, faft thereon, and fa to 
be towed with the fhip-boat afhore, which otherwife could not receive half of the com
pany; by which means, if happily they had arrived, they fhouid either have perifhed 
for lack of food to eat, or elfe fhould themfeives have been eaten of thofe ravenous, 
bloody, and men-eating people. 

The reft of the fleet following the courfe of the general, which led them the way, 
paffed up above 60 leagues within the faid doubtful and fuppofed {heights, having 
always a fair continent upon their ftarboard fide, and a continuance flill of an open fea 
before them. 

The general, albeit with the firfl perchance he found out the error, and that this 
was not the old ftreights; yet he perfuaded the fleet always that they were in their right 
courfe, and known ftreights. Howbeit, I fuppofe, he rather diffemblect his opinion 
therein than otherwife, meaning by that policy (being himfelf led with an honourable 
defire of further difcovery) to induce the fleet to follow him, to fee a further proof of 
that place; and, as forne of the company reported, he hath £Ince confeffed, that if it 
had not been for the charge and care he had of the fleet and fraughted fhips, he both 
would and could have gone through to the South Sea, and diffolved the long doubt of 
the paifage which we feek to find to the rich country of Cataya. 

I. Of which miftaken ftreights, confideririg the circumftance, we have great caufe 
to confirm our opinion, to like and hope well of the paifage in this place; for the 
forefaid bay or fea, the further we failed therein, the wider we found it, with great 
likelihood of endlefs continuance: and where in other places we were much troubled 
with ice, as in the entrance of the fame, fa, after we had failed 50 or 60 leagues 
therein, we had no let of ice, or other thing at all, as in other places we found. 

2. Alfo this place feemeth to have a marvellous great indraft, and draweth unto it 
moll of the drift ice, and other things which do float in the fea, either to the north or 
eaftward of the fame, as by good experience we have found. 

3. For here alfo we met with boards, laths, and divers other things, driving in the
fea, ~hich was of. the w!eck of the fhip cailed the bark Denis, which perifhed amongft 
the Ice as forefald, bemg loft at the firft attempt of the entrance, overthwart the 
Queen's Foreland, in the mouth of Frobifher's Streights, which could by no means 
~ave been fo broug~t thither, neither by wind nor tide, being loft fa many leagues -off, 
If by force of the faI~ current. the fame had not been violently brought; for if the fame 
}.a.d been brought thither by ude of flood, look how far the faid flood had carried it, 
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the ebb would have recarried it as far back again; and by the wind it could not fo 
come to pafs, becaufe it was then fometime calm, and moIl: times contrary. 

And fome mariners do affirm, that they have diligently obferved, that there runneth 
in this place nine hours flood to three ebb; which may thus come to pafs by force of 
the faid current: for whereas the fea, in moIl: places of the world, doth more or lefs 
ordinarily ebb and flow once every twelve hours, with fix hours ebb and fix hours flood; 
fo alfo would it do there, were it not for the violence of this haIl:ening current, which 
forceth the flood to make appearance to begin before his ordinary time one hour and a 
half, and alfo to continue longer than his natural courfe by another hour and a half, 
until the force of the ebb be fa great, that it will no longer be refiIl:ed; according to the 
faying, Naturam expellas Jured ficet, ufque recurrit. Although nature and natural 
cou,rfe be forced and refiIl:ed never fa much, yet at laIl: they will have their own fway 
agam. 

Moreover, it is not pollible that fa great courfe of floods and current, fa high 
fwelling tides, with continuance of fa deep waters, can be digeIl:ed here without 
unburdening themfelves into fome open fea beyond this place, which argueth the more 
likelihood of the paifage to be hereabouts: alfo we fuppofe thefe great indrafts do
grow and are made up by the reverberation and refleCtion of that fame current, which,. 
at our coming by Ireland, met and craifed us, of which, in the firft part of this dif. 
courfe, I fpake; which coming from the bay of Mexico, pailing by and waihing the 
S. W. parts of Ireland, reboundeth over to the N. E. parts of the world, fuch as Nor
way, Ifland, &c. where not finding any paifage to an open fea, but rather being there 
increafed by a new accefs, and another current meeting with it fram the Scythian fea, 
pailing the bay of St. Nicholas weftward, it doth once again rebound back, by the 
coafts of Greenland, and from thence upon Frobi!her's Streights, being to the fouth
weft wards of the fame. 

5. And if that principle of philofophy be true, that Inferiora corpora rcguntur a lupe
rioribus; that is, if inferior bodies be governed, ruled, and carried after the manner 
and courfe of the fuperiors, then the water, being an inferior element, muft needs be 
governed after the fuperior heaven, and fa follow the courfe of primum mobile from eafl: 
to weft. 

6. But every man that hath written or confidered any thing of this paifage, hath 
more doubted the return by the fame way, by reafon of a great downfall of water, 
which they imagine to be thereabouts (which we alfo by experience partly find), than 
any miftruIl: they have of the fame paifage at all; for we find (as it were) a great down. 
fall in this place, but yet not fuch but that we may return, although with much ado; 
for we were eafier carried in one hour, than we could get forth again in three. Alfo, 
by another experience at another time, we found this current to deceive us in this fort; 
that whereas we fuppofed it to be 15 leagues off, and lying a hull, we were brought 
within two leagues of the !hare, contrary to all expeCtation. 

Our men that failed furtheft in the fame miftaken ftreights (having the main land' 
upon their ftarboard fide), affirm that they met with the outlet or paifage of water, 
which cometh through Frobifher's Streights, and followeth as all one into this 
paifage. 

Some of our company alfo affirm, that they had fight of a continent upon their lar
board fide, being 60 leagues within the fuppofed ftreights; howbeit, except certain 
iIlands in the entrance hereof, we could make no part perfeCt thereof. All the forefaid 
traCt of land feemeth to be more fruitful, and better fimed of grafs, deer, \vild fowl, 
as partridges, larks, fea-mews, owls, wilmots, falcons, and taifel gentils, ravens, 

bears, 
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bears, hares, foxes, and other things, than any other part we have yet difcovered, 
and is more populous. And here Luke Ward, a gentleman of the :ompany, traded 
merchandife and did exchange knives, bells, looking-glaffes, &c. wIth thofe country 
people, who' brought him fowl, fifh, bear-ikins~ and fuch like, as their country yieldeth, 
for the fame. Here alfo they faw of thofe greater boats of the country, wIth twenty 
perfons in a-piece. . _ 

Now after the general had beftowed thefe many days here, not wIthout many dan. 
gers, he returned back acrain. And by the way of failing along this coaft (being the 
back£lde of the fuppofed ~ontinent of America), and the Queen's Foreland, he per
ceived a great found to go through into Frobifher's S.treights. Whereupon he fent t~c 
Gabriel, the 2 Ifl: of July, to prove whether they mlght go through and meet agam 
with him in the ftreights, which they did, and, as we imagined before, the Queen's 
Foreland proved an 1l1and, as I think mofl of thefe fuppofed continents will. And fo he 
departed towards the [treights, thin.king it were Li:;h time now to recover his port, and to 
provide the fleet of their lading, whereof he was not a little careful, as {hall by the procefs 
and his refolute attempts app'ear. And in his return with the reft of the fleet, he was 
fa entangled, by realon of the dark fog, amollgft a number of iflands and broken 
ground that lie off this coaft, that many of the fhips came over the top of rocks, which 
prefently after they might perceive to lie dry, having not half a foot water more than 
tome of their :£hips did draw. And by reafon they could not with a fmall gale of wind 
Hem the force of the flood, whereby to go clear off the rocks, they were fain to let an 
anchor fall with two bent of cable together, at an hundred and odd fathom depth, 
"where otherwife they had been by the force of the tides carried upon the rocks again 
and perilhed: fo that if God in thefe fortunes, as a merciful guide, beyond the expec. 
tation of man, had not carried us through, we had furely perifhed amidIt thefe dangers; 
for being many times driven hard aboard the £hare, without any fight of land, until 
we were ready to make fhipwreck thereon, being forced commonly with our boats 
to found before our {hips, left we might light thereon befol'e we could difcern the fame; 
it pleafed God to gi\'e us a clear of fun and light for a :£hort time, to fee and avoid 
thereby the danger, having been continually dark before, and prefently after. Many 
times alfo, by means of fogs and currents, being driven near upon the coaft, God lent 
us, even at the very pinch, one profperous breath of wind or other, whereby to double 
the land and avoid the peril; and when that we were all without hope of help, every 
man recommending himfelf to death, and crying out, " Lord, now help or never; 
now, Lord, look down from heaven, and fave us finners, or elfe our fafety cometh 
too late;" even then the mighty Maker of heaven, and our merciful God, did deliver 
us; fo that they who have been partakers of thefe dangers, do even in their fouls con
fe[s, that God even by miracle hath fought to fave them, whofe name be praifed 
evermore. 

Long time now the Anne Francis had lain beating ofF and on all alone before the 
Quc.:'ll'S Fort:land, not being able to recover their port for ice, albeit they many times 
~angerou{ly attempted ~t, for yet the ice choaked up the paffage, and would not fuffer 
wem to cnter; and havmg never feen any of the fleet £lnce twenty days paft, when, by 
fE'a[on of the thlck mifts, they were fevered in the mifraken ftreights they did now 
h' I" ' , 

t IS prelent 23d of July, overthwart a place in the ftreights called Hatton's Headland, 
where they met with ~even fhips of the fleet again: ~hich good hap did not only rejoice 
them of themfelves" 1Il r~[pea of ,the comfort whIch they received from fuch good 
c~mpany, but efpeClally tnat by thIS means they were put out of doubt of their dear 
fnends, whofe fafeties long time they did not a little fufpea and fear. 

At 
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At their meeting they hailed the admiral after the manner of the rea, and vlith great 
joy welcomed one another with a thundering volley of !hot. And now every man 
declared at large the fortunes and dangers which they had paifed. 

The 24th of July we met with the Francis of Foy, who with much ado fought way 
back again through the ice, from out of the miftaken ftreights, where, to their great 
peril, they proved to recover their port. They brought the firft news of the vice
admiral, Captain York, who many days, with themfelves and the Buife of Bridgewater, 
was miffing. They reported, that they left the vice-admiral reafonably clear of the ice, 
but the other {hip they greatly feared, ,,,hom they could not come to help, being them
felves fo hardly diftreifed as never men more. Alfo they told us of the Gabriel, who, 
having got through from the backfide and weftern point of the Queen's Foreland into 
Frobifher's Streights, fell into their company about th'2 Cape of Good Hope. 

And upon the 27th of July, the {hip of Bridgewater got out of the ice, and met \',ith 
the fleet which layoff and on under Hatton's Headland. They reported of tl~cir mar
vellous accidents and dangers, declaring their {hip to be fo leaky, that they mull: of 
neceffity feek harbour, having their {tem fo beaten within their huddings, that they had 
much ado to keep themfelves above water. They had (as they fay) y:o iewkes at the 
pump in lefs than half a watch, being fcarce two hours; their men being fo overwe:J.
ried therewith, and with the {'ormer dangers, that they defired help of men from the 
other ihips. Moreover, they declared that there was nothing but ice and J,ngc! whcr~ 
they had ,been, and that the iheights within \\"ere frozen up, and that it was th.:: ;,l,)i1 
impofiible thing of the world to pafs up unto the Countefs of 'i.Varwick's SouI,J, y,hich 
was the p,Iace of our port. 

The report of thefe dangers by thefe !hips thus publi{hed among the fleet, ,;:th the 
remembrance of the perils paft, and'thofe prefent before their i:ace, brought no fmall 
fear and terror into the hearts of many confiderate men; fo that fome began privily to 
murmur againft the general for this wilful manner of proceeding. Some defired to dif" 
cover fome harbour thereabouts, and to refrefh themfclves, and reform their broken 
veifeJs for a while, until the north and north-weft winds J1li~;ht difperfe tl:e ice, and 
make the place mon~ free to pafs. Other fome, forgetting themfelves, fpa](e more 
undl,~ifully in this behalf, faying, that they had as lieve be h~illged when they came 
home, as without hope of fafety to feek to paf:o, and fo to peri{h amongfi the ice. 

The general not opening his cares to the peevifh paGlon of any private perfon, but 
chiefly refpeCling the accompliihment of the cau[e he had undertaken (wherein the chief 
reputation and fame of a general anel captain cOllfi{teth~:-, and calling to his remem· 
brance the {hort time he had in hand to provide fo great a number of fhips their loadinz~ 
rletermined with this refolution to pafs and recover his perl, or clfe there to bury him. 
felf with his atteri1pt. 

Notwithftanding, fomewhat to appeafe the' feeble pamons of the fe:Hful\T fort, and 
the better to entertain time for a fearon, \'ihilft tt.e ice mi~llt the better b2 diuolved, he 
hailed on the fleet with belief that he \\Culd put them :ntoLbarbour. Thereupon, whim 
the !hips layoff and on under Hatton's Headland, he fOl!ght to go in \\id1 his pinnaces 
amongft the iflands there, as though he meant to feareh for harbour, where indeed 
he meant nothing lefs, but rather fought if any ore might be found in that place, as 
by the fequel appeared. 

In the mean time, whilft the fleet lay thus doubtful, \\ ithout any certain refolution 
",hat to do, being hard aboard the lee {hore, there arofe a fudden and terrible temp eft 
at the S. S. E. whereby the ice began marvellouily to gather about us. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon every man, as in fuch cafe of extremity he t.hought beft, fought the 
wifeft way for his own fafety. The moll: part of the fleet, whIch were farther /hot up 
within the {heights, and fo far to the leeward, as that they could t;l0t do.ubl~ the Ian?, 
following the courfe of the general, who led them the way, took III theIr faIl~, and lard 
it a-hull amongft the ice, and fa paifed over the ftorm, and had no extremIty at all, 
but for a :lhort time ill the fame place. 

Howbeit the other {hips, which plied out to feaward, had an extreme ftorm for a 
longer feafon; and the nature of the place is fuch, that it is fubjea d5verfly to divers 
~vinds, according to the fundry fituations of the great Alps and mountams there, every 
mountain caufing a feveral blaft, and pirrie, after the manner of a levant. 

In this ftorm, being the 26th ofJuly, there fell fo much fn,ow with fuch bitter cold 
air, that we could fcarce fee one another for the fame, nor open our eyes to handle 
our ropes and fails, the fnow being about half a foot deep upon the hatches of our 
{hip, which did fo wet through our poor mariners' clothes, that he that had five or fix 
:lhifts of apparel, had fcarce one dry thread to his back; which kind of wet and cold. 
nefs, together with the overlabouring of the poor men amongft the ice, bre_d no fmall 
ficknefs amongft the fleet, which fomewhat difcouraged fome of the p60r men, who 
had not experience of the like before, every man perfuading himfelf that the winter 
there muft needs be extreme, where they found fa unfeafonable a fummer. 

And yet notwithftanding this cold air, the fun many times hath a marvellous force 
of heat amongIl: thofe mountains, infomuch that when there is no breath of wind to 
bring the cold air from the difperfed ice upon us, we :lhall be weary of the blaming 
heat, and then fuddenly with a perry of wind, which cometh down from the hollownefs 
()f the hills, we :lhall have fuch breath of heat brought upon our faces, as though we 
were entered within fome bath-ftove or hot-haufe, and when the firft of the perry and 
blaft is paft, we {hall have the wind fuddenly anew blow cold again. 

In this ftorm the Anne Francis, the Moon, and the Thomas of Ipfwich. who found 
themfelves able to hold it up with a fail, and could double about the cape of the Queen's 
Foreland, plied out to thefeaward, holding it for better policy and fafety to feek fea-room, 
than to hazard the continuance of the ftorm, the danger of the ice, and the lee :lhore. 

And being uncertain at this time ofthe general's private determinations, the weather 
being fo dark that they could not difcern one another, nor perceive which way he 
wrought, betook themfelves to this courfe for the beft and fafeft. 

The general, notwithftanding the great ftorm, following his own former refolution, 
fought by all means poffible by a fhorter way to recover his port, and where he faw 
the ice never fo little open, he got in at one gap and out at another, and fo himfelf 
valiantly led the way through before, to induce the fleet to follow after, and with'in
credible pain and peril at length got through the ice, and upon the 3 lit of July recovered 
his long wi:lhed port, after many attempts and fundry times being put back, and came to 
anchor in the Countefs of Warwick's Sound, in the entrance whereof, when he thought 
all peril paft, he encountered a great ifland of ice, which gave the Aide fuch a blow, 
having a little before }Veighed her anchor a cockbill, that !he ftruck the anchor fluke 
through the fhip's fides under the water, which caufed fo great a leak, that with much 
ado they preferved the fhip from finking. 

At their arrival here they perceived two :lhips at anchor within the harbour, whereat 
they began much to marvel and greatly to rejoice, for thofe they knew to be the 
Michael, wherein was the lieutenant-general Captain Fenton, and the fmall bark 
called the Gabriel, who fo long time were miffing, and never heard of before, whom 
every man made the lail: reckoning never to hear of again. 

Here 
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Here every man,greatly rejoiced of their happy 'meeting, and welcomed one another 
after the fea manner, with their great ordnance. And when each party had ripped up 
their fun dry fortunes and perils paft, they highly praifec. God, and altogether upon 
their knees gave him due, humble, and hearty thanks; and mail:er vYolfall, a learned 
man, appointed by her Majeil:y's council to be their miniil:er and preacher, made unto 
them a godly fermon, exhorting them efpecially to be thankful to God for their il:range 
ann miraculous deliverance in thefe fo dangerous places, and putting them in mind of 
the uncertainty of man's life, willed them to make themfelves always ready as refolute 
men, to enjoy and accept thankfully whatfoever adventure his divine Providence 
fhould appoint. This mailer W olfaII being well feated and fettled at home in his own 
country, with a good and large living, having a E'0od honeil: woman to wife, and very 
towardly children, being of good reputation among the befl, refufed not to take in hand 
this painful voyage, for the only care he had to faye fouls, and to reform thofe infidels, 
if it were pofiible, to Chriil:ianity; and aifo partly for the great defire he had that this 
notable voyage, fa well begun, might be brought to perfettion ; and therefore he was 
contented to [tay there the whole year, if occafion had ferved, being in <. very neceffary 
aCtion as forward as the refoIllteil: men of all. Wherefore in this behalf he may 
rightly be called a true paftor and miniil:er of God's word, which for the profit of his 
flock fpared not to venture his own life. 

But to return again to Captain Fenton's company, and to fpeak fomewhat of their 
dangers (albeit they be more than by writing can be exprelfed), they reported that from 
the night of the firft il:orm, which was about the firil: of July, until feven days before 
the general's arrival, which was the 26th of the fame, they never faw one day or hour 
wherein they were not troubled with continual danger and fear of death, and were :::0 

days almoil: together fail: amongft the ice. They had their !hip {l:ricken through and 
through on both fides, their falfe il:em borne quite away, and could go from their {hips 
in fome places very many miles, and might eamy have paffed from one iDand of ice to 
another, even to the !hare; and if God had not wonderful! y provided for them and 
their necefiity, and time had not made them more cunning to feek il:range remedies 
for ftrange kinds of dangers, it had been impoilible for them ever to have efcaped : 
for among other devices, wherefoever they found any ifland of ice of greater bignefs 
than the reil:, (as there be fome of more than half a mile compafs about, and almolt 
40 fathom high,) they commonly coveted to recover the fame, and thereof to make 
a bulwark for their defence, whereon having moored anchor, they rode under the lee 
thereof for a time, being thereby guarded from the danger of the leffer driving 
ice; but when they muil: needs forego this new found fort by means of other ice, which 
at length would undermine an~ cO~1pafs them ro~nd a.bou~, and when that by heaving 
of the billow they were thereWIth lIkely to be brUlfed III pIeces, they ufed to make fail: 
the !hip unto the molt fil:m and broad piece of ice they could find, and binding her 
nofe faft thereunto, would fill all their fails, whereon the wind having great power, 
would force forward the {hip, and fo the !hip bearing before her the ice, and fo one 
ice driving forward another, f~10uld at. length ~et fcope and fe~ room; and having by 
this means at length put theIr enemIes to flIght, they occupIed the clear place for a 
pretty fea~on among fundry mou~tains and .alps ~f ic~ .. One there was found by, meafure 
to be 65 fathom above water, whICh for a kmd at fimlhtude was called Salomon s Porch. 
Some think thofe iOands eight times fo much under water as they are above, becaufe 
{)f their monftrous weight. But now I remember I faw very [trange wonders, men 
walking, running, leaping, and {hooting upon the 1I1ail~ fea,. 40 I?iles from. any la~ld, 
with{)ut any {hip or other vefTel under them. Alfo I law treili rIvers runmng amldft 
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the falt fea 100 miles from land, which if any man will not believe, let him know that 
many of our company leaped out of their ih~p upon ifl~nds o~ ice,. and r~nnifolg there 
up and down, did {hoot at butts upon the l~e, and Wlt.h ~heIr c~l~vers dld kIll great 
feals which ufe to lie and fleep upon the ICe, and thIs Ice meltmg above at top by 
reflettion of the fun, came down in fundry fi:reams, which uniting together, made a 
pretty brook able to drive a mill. 

The faid Captain Fenton recovered his port ten days before any man, and fpent good 
time in fearching for mine, and he found good aore thereof. He alfo difcovered about 
ten miles up into the country, where he perceived neither town, village, nor likelihood 
of habitation; but it feemeth (as he faith) barren, as the other parts which as yet we 
have entered upon; but their victuals and provifions went fa fcant with them, that they 
had determined to return homeward within feven days after, if the fleet had not then 
arriyed. 

The general, after his arrival in the Countefs's Sound, fpent no time in vain, but 
immediately at his firft landing called the chief captains of his council together, and 
confulted with them for the fpeedier execution of fuch things as then they had in hand. 
As firft, for fearching and finding out good mineral for the miners to be occupied on. 
Then, to give good orders to be obferved of the whole companyafhore. And lafl:ly, to 
confider for the ereB::ing up the fort and houfe for the ufe of them which were to abide 
there the whole year. For the better handling of thefe and all other important caufes 
in this fervice, it was ordained from her Majefty and the council, that the general 
:lhould call unto him certain of the chief captains and gentlemen in council, to confer, 
confult, and determine of all occurrents in this fervice, whofe names are as they here 
follow: 

I Fenton. 
Yorke. 

Captains Befi:. 
I Carew. 
LPhilpot. 

And in fea caufes to have as affiftants, Chriftopher Hall and Charles Jackman, being 
both very good pilots, and fufficient mariners, whereof the' one was chief pilot of the 
voyage, and the other for the difcovery. From the place of our habitation weftward,. 
mafter Selman was appointed notary, to regifter the whole manner of proceeding in. thefe 
affairs, that true relation thereof might be made, if it pleafed her Majefty to require it. 

The firft of Augufi, every captain, by order from the general and his council, was 
commanded to bring afhore unto the Countefs's Ifland, all fuch gentlemen, foldiers, and 
miners, as were under their charge, with fuch provifion as they had of viB::uals, tents, 
and things neceffary for the fpeedy getting together of mine, and freight for the ihips. 

The mufier of the men being taken, and the viB::uals with all other thinO"s view~d and 
confidered, every man was fet to his charge, as his place and office required. The
miners were appointed where to work, and the mariners difcharged their fhips. 

Upon the 2d of Auguft, were publifhed and proclaimed upon the Countefs of 
Warwick's Ifland, with found of trumpet, certain orders by the general and his council, 
appointed to be obferved of the company during the time of their abiding there • 

. In the mean time, whilfr th~ mariners plied their w?rk, th~ captains fought out new 
punes, the gold-finers made tnal of the ore,. the manners dlfcharged their fhips, the 
gentlemen for example fake laboured heartIly, and honeftIy encouraged the inferior 
fort to work. So that the fmall time of that little leifure that was left to tarry was not 
fpent in vain. -

The 
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The zd of Augufl:, the Gabriel arrived, who came from the vice-admiral, and bein~ 
difl:reffed fore with ice, put into harbour near unto Mount Oxford, and now was 
the whole fleet arrived fafely at their port, eX(:'2pting four, befides the {hip that was loft ; 
that is, the Thomas Allen, the Anne Francis, the Thomas of Ipf',vich, and the Moo'!, 
whofe abfence was fame let unto the works and other proceedings, as well for that t~efe 
!hips were furnifhed with the better fort of miners, as \,it;l eel,ei" proviiion for t:lt: 
habitation. 

The 9th of Augufl:, the general, \ovith the captaim; ufhis C01J:1C:~, afF~mbled together, 
and began to confider and take order for the erec;:in2' UD of the hou:e or f~}rt Lei' them 
that were to inhaLit there the whole year, and that prei~'!tly the 111Cl,:()I1S :nd c}r;~emers 
might go in hand therewith. FirfL therefore, the), p'2ru[.::d the bills (.f lac.:j~l;::- r;'c,t 
every :man received into his {hip, and found that there was arrived only the eaft {ide and 
the fouth fide of' the haufe, and yet not that perfea <']~J. emire, for many F!eces 
thereof were ufed for fenders in many {hips, and fo bro]~e:l ;;1 pi:::::2':, '.',':ilfl: t:-,('\" w(:re 
diftreffed in the ice. Alfo after due examination j,:,d. ar~J true account t;'l: . .:'n; there 
was found want of drink and fuel to ferve one hundred men, ",hich ,\'as the number ap
pointed firft to inhabit there, becaufe their greater;: ftore ins in the {hips ".hicll \\Trr~ not 
yet arrived. Then Captain Fenton, feeing the rcarcity of t112 Eec~ihry thin:;s afore
faid, was contented, and ofFered himfelf to inhabit there \vith 60 men. \Vhereupon 
they caufed the carpenters and mafons to corne before them, and demanded in what time 
they would take upon them to erea up a lefs houfe for fixty men. They required eight 
or nine weeks, if there were timber fufficient, whereas now they had but 26 days in all to 
remain in that country. Wherefore it was fully agreed upon, and refoh;ed by the 
general and his council, that no habitation fhould be there that yeJ.r. And therefore 
they willed mafter Selman the r·egifter,· to fet down this decree, with all their confents, 
for the better fatisfying of her Majeuy, the lords of the council, and the aJventurers. 

The Anne Francis, fince {he was parted from the fleet, in the laCt fiorm before fpoken 
of, could never recover above five leagues within the ftreights, the wind being fome
time contrary, and moil times the ice compalling of them round about; and from that 
time, being about the 27th of July, they could neither hear nor have fight of any of the 
fleet, until the 3d of Auguft, \"hen they defcried a fail near unto :Mount Oxford, with 
whom when they had fpoken, they could underftand no ne\vs of any of the fleet at all ; 
and this was the Thomas of Ipfwich, who had lain beating oil' and on at fea with very foul 
weather and contrary winds ever fince that forefaid ftorm, without fight of any man. 
They kept company not long ~ogether, but were ~orced to lo[~ one another again; the 
Moon being confort always with the Anne FranCIS, and keepmg very good company, 
plied up together into the ftreights, with great defire to recov~r their long wifh::d port. 
And they attempted as often, and pa~ed as far as pollible the wmd, weather, and Ice ga\'e 
them leave, which commonly they iound very contrary; for when the weather \ns 
clear ~md without fog, then commonly the wind was contrary; and \~,.hCll it W:1S 

either eafterly or foutherly, which would ferve their turns, then had they fa great a 
fog and dark mift therewit~, that either they. coul~ not difcern way through the 
ice, or elfe the ice lay fa thICk together, that It was ImpoiIible for them to pafs; 2nd 
on the other fide, when it was calm, the tides had .force to bring. the ice /0 fuddenly 
about them, that commonly then t~Je¥ were moft dI11reffed therewith, havmg no ~vincl 
to carry them from the dange.r ther~of. " 

By the 6th of Auguft, bemg wuh much ado got up as high as Lelc€fter Point, 
they had good hope to find the fouthern fhore clear, and fo pafs up toward their poft ; 
but being there becalmed, and lying a hull openly upon the great bay which cometh 
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mind, as by due examination before the lords o~ her ,Ma1efty's ~ofl: honourable p,l'ivy 
council it hath fince been proved, to the, great dIfcredlt of the pIlot Cox, who fpeclally 
perfuaded his company, againft the opinion of his faid captain, to return, home. 

And as the captain of the Anne Francis doth witnefs~ even at tLell' conference 
together, Captain Tanfield told him, that he did not a little fufpea the [aid pilot Cox, 
,faying that he had opinion in the man neither of honeft dut~, m;:mhood, nor c~nfl:a~cy. 
Notwithftanding the faid {hip's departure, the captain of the Anne FrancIs bemg 
defirous to put in executiotl his former refolutions, went in his {hip's boat (being ac
companied alfo with the Moon's {kiff), to prove amongil: the iflands which lie under 
Hatton's headland, if any convenient harbour, or any knowledge of the fleet, or any 
good are were there to be found. The fhips lying oir and on at fea the while under fail, 
{earching through.many founds, they faw them all full of many dangers and broken 
ground; yet one there was, which feemed an indifFerent place to harbour in, and 
which they did very diligently found over, and fearched again. 

Here the faid captain found a great black Wand, whereunto he had a good liking, 
and certifying the company thereof, they were fomewhat comforted, and with the good 
hope of his words, rowed cheerfully unto that place; where when they arrived, they 
found fuch plenty of black ore of the fame fort which was brought into England this 
Iaft year, that if the goodnefs might anfwer the great plenty thereof~ it was thought that 
it might reafonably fuffice all the gold-gluttons of the world: This ifland, the captain for 
caufe of this good hap, called after his own name, Beft's Blefiing ; and with thefe good 
tidings returning aboard his fhip the 9th of Auguft, about 10 o'clock at night, he was 
joyfully welcomed of his company, who before were difcomforted, and greatly expected 
fome better fortune at his hands. 

The next day, being the 10th ofAuguft, the weather reafonably fair, they put into the 
forefaid harbour, having their boat, for their better fecurity, founding before their fhip. 
But for all the care and diligence that could be taken in founding the channel over 
and over again, the Anne Francis came aground upon a funken rock within the 
harbour, and lay thereon more than half dry until the, next flood, when by Goa's 
almighty Providence, contrary almoft to all expeCtation, they came afloat again, being 
forced all that time to underfet their fhip with their main-yard, which otherwife was 
likely to overfet, and put thereby in danger the whole company, Thev had above 
two thoufand {hokes together at the pump, before they could make thei~ {hip free of 
the water again, fo fore {he was bruifed by lying upon the rocks. The Moon came 
fafely, and rode ,at anchor by the Anne Francis, whofe help in their neceffity they could 
not well have miffed. 
~ ow whil~ the mariners were rummaging their {hips, and mending that which was 

anllfs, the mmers followed their labour for getting together a fufficient quantity of ore, 
and the c~rpenters. endeavoured to do their beft for,:the making up of the boat or pin
nace? w~lcl~ to b:illg to pafs they wanted two fpecial and moil: neceifary things, that is, 
certam prmClpal ,tImbers th~t are cal,le~ knees, which are the chiefeft fl:rength of any 
boat, and al~o nalls, whereWIthal to Jam the planks together; whereupon, having by 
chance a Fmlr~ amongft them, (and yet unfurnifhed of his neceifary tools to work and 
make narIs WI,thal,) ~hey were fain of a gun-chamber to make an anvil to work upon, 
and to ufe a p~ckaxe mfl:ead of a fledge to beat withal, and alfo to occupy two pair of 
fmall bellows mfre,ad of one pair of great fmith's bellows; and for lack of [mall iron 
for the eafier makmg of the nails they were forced to break their tongs gridiron and .;: fh l' " , , ure- ove m pIeces. 

The 
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The t I th of Augufr the captain of the Anne Francis, taking the mafrer of his {hip 

with him, went up to the top of Hatton's headland, which is the highefr land of all the 
{heights, to the end to defcry the fituation of the country underneath, and to take a 
true plot of the place, whereby alfo to fee what frore of ice was yelleft in the frreights, 
and alfo to fearch what mineral matter or fruit that foil might yield; and the rather for 
the honour the faid captain doth owe to that honourable name which himfelf gave 
thereunto the lafr year, in the highefr part of this headland, he caufed his company to 
make a column or crofs of frone in token of Chrifrian poifeffion. In this place there is 
plenty of black are, and divers pretty frones. 

The I jth of Augufr, the captains with their companies chafed and killed a white 
bear, which adventured and gave a fierce aifault upon 20 men, being weaponed; and 
he ferved them for good meat many days. 

The 18th, with much ado the pinnace being fet together, the faid C:lptain Beft 
determined to depart up the frreights, to prove and make trial as before was pretended, 
fame of his company greatly perfuading him to the contrary, and fpecially the carpenter 
that fet the fame together, who faid that he would not adventure himfelf therein for 
500 I. for that the boat hung together but only by the frrength of the nails, and lacked 
fame of her principal knees and timbers. 

Thefe words fomewhat difcouraged fame of the company which {hould have gone 
therein; whereupon the captain, as one not altogether advifed to his own felf-will, but 
fomewhat forefeeing how it might be afterward fpoken, if contrary fortune {bonld 
happen him, (" La ! he hath followed his own opinion and defperate refolutions, and fa 
thereafter it is befallen him,") calling the mafter and mariners of befr judgment 
together, declared unto them how much the caufe imported him in his credit to feek out 
the general, as well to confer with him of fome caufes of weight, as otherwjfe to make 
due examination and trial of the goodnefs of the are, whereof they had no aifurance 
but by the guefs of the eye, and it was well like the other; which fo to carry home, 
not knowing the goodnefs thereof, might be as much as if they {hould bring fo many 
frones; and therefore he defired them to deliver their plain and honeft opinion, 
whether the pinnace were fufficient for him fo to adventure in or no. It was anfwered, 
that by careful heed taken thereunto amongft the ice, and the foul weather, the pinnace 
might fuffice; and hereupon the mafl:er's mate of the Anne Francis, called John Gray, 
manfully and honefl:ly offering himfelf unto his captain in this adventure and fer vice, gave 
cauCe to others of his mariners to follow the attempt. 

And upon the 19th of Augufl:, the faid captain being accompanied with Captain 
Upcote of the Moon, z,nci 18 perfons, ill the fmall pinnace, having convenient portion of 
viB:uals and things neceifary, departed upon the faid pretended voyage, leaving their 
{hip at anchor in good readinefs for the taking in of their freight. And having little 
wind to fail withal, they plied along the fouthern {hare, and paifed above 30 leagues, 
having the. only help of man's labour with oars, and fa in~ending, to keep, that f~ore 
aboard unol they were got up to the farthefr and nal'roweft of the frrelghts, mmded tnere 
to crofs over, and to fearc~ likewife along the northland unto the Countefs's Sound, and 
from thence to pafs all that coafl: along, whereby if any of the fleet had been difrreifed 
by wreck of rock or ice, by that means th~y might be perceived of, them, and fa 
they thereby t') give them fuch help and rehef as they could. They did greatly fear, 
and ever fulpeB: that fame of the fleet were furely caft away, and driven to feek four 
falads among the cold cliffs. . . . 

And being {hot up about 40 leagues wlthm the frrel,ghts, they put over towards 
the north ihore, which was not a little dangerous for their [mall boat:;; and by means 
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of a fudden flaw were driven, and fain to feek harbour in the night, nmongfl: all 
the rocks a,nd broken ground of Gabriels Iflands, a place fo named within 
the {heights ab~)Ve the Countefs of Warwick's Sound; and by the way where 
they landed, they did find certain great ftones fet up by th: country people,. ~s it 
feemed for marks, where they alfo made many crolfes of ftone, 111 token that Chrifhans 
had been there. 

The 2 2d they had fight of the Countefs's Sound, and made the place perfea from 
the top of a hill, and keeping along the northern fhore, perceived the fmoke of a fire 
under a hill's fide; whereupon they diverfely deemed. 'Vhen they came nearer the 
place, they perceived people which wafted unto them, as it. feemed, with a fla&, Ol~ 
cfiilgn. And becaufe the country people had ufed to do the hke, when they perceived 
any of our boats to pafs by, they fufpe8:ed them to be the fame; and coming fomewhat 
nearer, they might perceive certain tents, and obferve this enfign to be of mingled 
colours, black and white., after the Englifh fafhion. But becaufe they <:ould fee no 
{hip, nor likelihood of harbour within five or fix leagues about, and knew that none of 
our men were wont to frequent thofe parts, they could not tell what to judge thereof, 
but iI11lagined tbat fome of the ihips being carri.ed fo high with the florm and mifts, had 
made {hip-wreck amongft the ice or broken if1ands there, and were fpoiled by the 
country people, who might ufe the fundry coloured flag for a policy, to bring them 
likewife within their danger. Vlhereupon the faid captain with his companies, refblved 
to recover the fame enfign, if it were fo, from thofe bafe people, or !elfe to lofe their 
lives, and all together. In the end they difcerned them to be their countrymen, and 
then they deemed them to have loft their {hips, and fo to be gathered together for their 
better ftrength. On the other fide, the company afhore feared that the captain having 
loft his fbip, came to feek forth the fleet for his relief in his poor pinnace, fo that their 
extremities caufed each part to fufpea the worft. 

The captain now with his pinnace being come near the {hore, commanded his boat 
carefully to be kept afloat, left in their neceffity they might win the fame from him, 
and feek iirft to fave themfelves; for every man in that cafe is next himfelf. They 
hailed one another according to the manner of the fea, and demanded what cheer; and 
either party anfwered the other, that all was well; whereupon there was a fudden and 
joyful outfhoot, wirh great flinging up of caps, and a brave volley of fbot to welcome 
OLle another. And truly it was a moft ftrange cafe to fee how joyful and glad every 
party was to fee themfelves meet in fafety again, after fo ftrange and incredible dangers; 
yet to be {hoft, as their dangers were great, fo their God was greater. 

And here the company ::were working upon new mines, which Captain York, being 
here arrived not long ago, had found out in this place, and it is named the Countefs of 
Dulfex mine. 

After fome conference with our friends here, the captain of the Anne Francis 
departe.d towards the Countefs of Warwick's Sound, to fpeak with the general, and to 
have tr~al made.offuch m~tal as he ha~ br?ught thither, by the gold-fillers. And fo he 
dete:mmed to dlfpatch agam towards hIS ihlp, And having fpoken with the general, he 
ffCClved order for all caufes, and direction as well for the blo inging up of his fbip to the 
(::ountefs':;. So:und, as. alfo to freight his fhip with the fame ore, which he himfelf had 
lound, whIch upon tnal made was fuppofed to be very good . 

. r~he 2 3~of Augufl,. the faid captain met together with the other captains (com
Imfi:oners III counfel WIth the general) aboard the Aide, where they confidered and 
,;:nnll~lted of fUi~dry caufes, which being particularly regiftered by the notary, \vere 
;ippomti:'d where and how to be done againft another year. 

The 
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The !24th, the general, with two pinnaces and good number of men, ,vent to Beare's 
Sound, commanding the faid captain with his pinnace to attend the fervice, to fee if he 
could encounter or apprehend any of the people, for fundry times they {hewed themfelves 
bufy thereabouts, fometimes with feven or eight boats in one company, as though they 
minded to encounter with our company, which were working there at the mines in no 
great numbers. But when they perceived any of our {hips to ride in that road (being 
belike more amazed at the countenance of a fuip, and a more number of men,) they 
did never {hew themfelves again there at all. Wherefore our men fought ,~th their 
pinnaces to compafs about the ifland where they did ufe, fuppofing there fuddenly to 
intercept fome of them. But before our men could come near, having belike fome watch 
in the top of the mountains, they conveyed themfelves privily away, and left (as it {hould 
feern) one of their great darts behind them for hafie, which we found near to a place of 
their caves and houfing. Therefore, though our general were very defirous to have 
taken forne of them to have brought into England, they being now grown more wary 
by their former loffes, ",:ould not at any time come within our dangers. About 
Inidnight of the fame day, the captain of the Anne Francis departed thence, and fet his 
courfe over the {l:reights towards Hatton's Headland, being about 15 leagues over, and 
returned aboard his fhip the 25th of Augufi, to the great comfort of his company, 
who long expeCl:ed his coming, where he found his fhips rea.dy rigged and loaden. Where
fore he departed from thence again the next morning towards the Countefs's Sound, 
where he arrived the 28[h of the fame. By the way he fet his miners a{hore at Beare's 
Sound, for the better difpatch and gathering the are together, for that fome of the {hips 
were behind-hand with their freight, the time of the year pailing fuddenly away. 

The 30th of Augufi the Anne Francis was brought aground, and had eight great leaks 
mended, which fhe had received by means of the rocks and ice. This day the mafol1s 
finifued a houfe, which Captain Fenton caufed to be made oflime and ftone upon the 
Countefs of \iVarwick's Ii1and, to the end we might prove againfi the next year, 
whether the fnow could overwhelm it, the frofi break it up, or the people difmember the 
fame; and the better to allure thofe brutifh and uncivil people to courtefy againfi other 
times of our coming, we left therein divers of our country toys, as bells and knives, 
wherein they fpecially delight, one for neceffary ufe, and the other for the great 
pleafure thereof; alfo pictures of men and women in lead, men on horfeback, looking
glaffes, whifl:les, and pipes; alfo in the houfe was made an oven, and bread left baked 
therein for them to fee and tafie. 

We buried the timber of our pretended fort; alfo here we fowed peafe, corn, and 
other grain, to prove the fruitfulnefs of the foil againfi the next year. 
Th~ fleet now being in fame good readinefs for their lading, the general calling 

together the gentlemen and captains to confult, told them that he was very defirous 
that fome further difcovery fuould be attempted, and that he would not only, by God's 
help, bring home his fhips laden v:ith o~e, but al~o meant to brin.g fome c:rtificate?f 
further difcovery of the country, whICh thmg to bnng to pafs (havmg fometlme therem 
confulted) they found very hard, and almoft invincible. And confidering, that already 
they had fpent fom: time in fearchin$ out the trendin~ and fafhion of the n;ifiaken 
{l:reights, therefore It could not be fal~, but that by thIS voyage they had notlce of a 
further difcovery, and that the hope of the paffage thereby IS much furthered and in
creafed, as appeared before in the difcourfe thereof. Yet, notvi,ithfranding, if any means 
might be further devifed, the captains were .co~tented and -w-i.lling, as the genera~ fhould 
appoint and comma~d, to .take any enterpnfe ill hand;. which after long debatmg ,:'ag 
found a thing very Impo.l1lble, and that rather confuitatIoI1 was to be had of returnmg 
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homeward, efpecially for thefe caufes followi~g :-firft, the dark foggy mias, ,dIC 
continual falling fnow and ftormy weather, whIch they commonly were vexed WIth, 
and now daily more and more increaf~d, have no fmall argument of th: winter's 
drawing near; and ,alfo the froft every mght was ~o hard and conpeale~ WIthout the 
found that if by eVIl hap they fhould be long kept m by contrary wmds, It was greatly 
to be feared that they fhould be fhut up there faft the whole year, which, being utterly 
unprovided would be their utter deft ruCtion. Again, drink was fa fcant throughout 
all the fleet: by reafon of the great leakage, that not only the p~ovifion that was, laid 
in for the habitation was wanting and wafted, but alfo each fhIp'S feveral provlilon 
fpent and loft, which many of our company to their ~reat grief found in their return 
fince, for all the way homewards they drank nothmg, but water. And th~ great 
caufe of this leakage and wafting was, for that the great umber and fea-coal, whIch lay 
fo weighty upon the barrels, brake, bruifed, and rot,ted the ~O?pS infunder. Yet 
notwithftanding thefe reafons alledged, the general hlmfelf (wIlhng the reft of the 
gentlemen and captains every man to look to his charge and lading, that againft a 
day appointed they fhould be all in readinefs to fet homeward) went in a pinnace, and 
difcovered further northwards in the ftreights, and found that by Beare's Sound and 
Hall's Wand, the land was not firm, as it was firft fuppofed, but all broken Wands in 
manner of an archipelagus, and fo with other fecret int!=Iligence to himfelf he 
returned to the fleet. Where prefently upon his arrival at the Countefs's Sound, he 
began to take order for their returning homewards, and firft caufed certain articles to be 
proclaimed, for the better keeping of order and courfes in their return; which articles 
were delivered to every captain. 

Having now received articles and direCtions for our return homewards, all other 
things being in forwardnefs and good order, the laft day of Auguft the fleet departed 
from the Countefs's Sound, except the Judith and the Anne Francis, who flayed for 
the taking in of frefh water, and came the next day, and met the fleet lying off and on, 
athwart Beare's Sound, who ftayed for the general, who then was gone afhore to difpatch ' 
the two barks and the Buife of Bridgewater for their loading, whereby to get the 
companies and other things aboard. The captain of the Anne Francis having molt 
part of his company afhore, the I ft of September went alfo to Beare's Sound in his 
pinnace, to fetch his men aboard; but the wind grew fo great immediately upon their 
landing, that the fhips at fea were in great danger, and fome of them forcibly put from 
their anchors, and greatly feared to be utterly loft, as the Hopewell, wherein was Captain 
Carew and others, who could not tell on which fide their danger was mofl; for having 
mighty rocks threatening on the one fide, and driving ifiands of cutting ice on the 
other fide, they greatly feared to make :!hipwreck, the ice driving fa near them that it 
touched their bolt-fprit; and by means of the fea that wag grown fa high, they were 
not able to put to fea with their fmall pinnaces to recover their fhips; and again, the 
:!hips were not able to tarry or lie athwart for them, by means of the outrageous winds 
and fwelling feas. The general willed the captain of the Anne Francis, with his company, 
for t~at night to lodge aboard the ..Buife of Bridgewater, and went himfelf, with the reft 
of hIS men, aboard the barks; but their numbers were fa' great, and the provifion of 
the barks fo fcant, that they peftered one another exceedingly. They had great hope 
that :he next mort;ing the w~athe~ would be fair, whereby they might recover their fhips; 
but m the, mornmg followmg It was much worfe, for the ftorm continued greater, 
the fea bemg more fwollen, and the fleet gone quite out of fight: fa that now their 
doubts began to grow great for the fhip of Bridgewater, which was of greateft receipt, 
and whereof they had beft hope and made moil account, rode fo far to leeward of the 
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harbour's mouth, that they were not able for the rocks that lay between the wind and 
them, to lead it out to fea with a fail; and the barks were already fo peftered with 
men and fo flenderly furniihed with provifion, that they had fcarce meat for fix days 
for fuch number$. 

The general .in the morning departed to fea in the Gabriel, to feek the fleet, leaving 
the Buife of Bndgewater and the Michael behind in Beare's Sound. The Buife fet fail 7 

an~ thought by turning in the narrow channel in the harbour to get to windward, but 
bemg put to leeward more, by that means was fain to come to anchor for her better 
fafe.ty amongft ~ number o~ rocks, and there left in great danger of ever getting forth 
~gam. The MIchael fet faLl to follow the general, and could. give the Buffe no r~. 
hef, although they earneftly defired the fame. And the captam of the Anne FranCIS 
was left in the hard eleCtion of two evils; either to abide his fortune with the Buffe 
of Bridgewater, which was doubtful of ever getting forth, or elfe to be towed in his 
[mall pinnace at the ftern of the Michael through the raging feas, for that the bark 
was not able to receive or relieve half his company, wherein his danger was not a little 
perilous. 

So after he refolved to commit himfelf with all his company unto that fortune of 
God and fea, and was dangeroufly towed at the ftern of the bark for many miles, 
until at length they efpied the Anne Francis under fail hard under their lee, which was 
no fmall comfort unto them; for no doubt both thefe and a great number more had 
periilied for lack of viCtuals and convenient room in the barks, without the help of the 
faid ihip. But the honeft care that the mafl:er of the Anne Francis had of his captain, 
and the good regard of duty toward his general, fuffered him not to depart, but 
honeftly abode to hazard a dangerous road all the night long, and notwithftanding 
all the fl:ormy weather, when all the fleet befides departed. And the pinnace came no 
fooner aboard the {hip, and the men entered, but {he prefently lhivered and funk in. 
pieces at the !hip's fiern, with all the poor men's furniture, fo weak was the boat with 
towing, and fo forcible was the fea to bruife her in pieces. But as God would, the 
men were all faved. 

At this prefent in this fl:orm many of the fleet were dangeroufly diftreifed, and were 
fevered almofl: all afunder; but thanks be to God, all the fleet arrived fafely in Eng~ 
land about the firft of OCtober, fame in one place and fame in another. But amongft 
other, it was mofl: marvellous how the Buife of Bridgewater got away, who being left 
behind the fleet in great danger of never getting forth, was forced to feek a way north. 
ward through an unknown channel full of rocks, upon the back fide of Beare's Sound, 
and there by good hap found out a way into the North Sea; a very dangerous attempt, 
fave that neceffity, which hath no law, forced them to try mafreries. This afore[iid 
North Sea is the fame which lieth upon the back fide of Frobiilier's Streights, where 
firf!: the general himfelf in his pinnaces, and after fome other of our company have dif. 
covered (as they affirmed) a great foreland, where they would have alfo a great likeli
hood of the greatefl: paffage toward the South Sea. 

The Bufie of Bridgewater, as {he came homeward, to the fouthward of Frifeland 
difcovered a great ifland in the latitude of fifty-feven degrees and a half, which was 
never yet found before, and failed three days along the coaft, the land feeming to be 
fruitful, full of woods, and a champain country. 

There died in the whole fleet in all this voyage not above forty perfons, which 
number is not great, confidering how many iliips were in the fleet, and how ftrange for .. 
tunes we paffed. 
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A general and brief DeJo-iptid) of the COlmtl)" and Condition of the People, which an 
flund'in Meta Incugnita. 

Havin'" now fufhcien!ly and truly feL forth the whole circnmftance and particular 
handling b of every occurrent in the three voyages of our \~orthy general, Captain 
Frobifher, it fhall not be from the purpofe to fpeak fomewhat 111 general of the nature 
of the country called Meta Incognita, and the condition of the favages there inhabiting. 

Firft, therefore, touching the topographical defcription of the place, it is now found 
in the Jail: voyage, that Queen Elizabeth's Cape, being fituate in l~titude 6 I. degrees 
and a half, which before was fuppofed to be part of the firm land wIth Amenca, and 
alfo all the reft of the fouth fide of Frobifher's Streights, are all feveral Wands and 
'broken land, and like wife fo will all the north fide fall out to be, as I think. And 
fome of our company being entered above 60 leagues within the mifiaken fireights, 
in the third voyage mentioned, thought certainly that they had defcried the firm land 
of America towards the fouth, which I think will fall out fo to be. 

Thefe broken lands and iflands being very many in number, do [eem to make there 
an archipelagus, which as they all differ in greatnefs, form, and failiion, one from an
other, fo are they in goodnefs, colour, and foil, much unlike. They all are very high 
lands, mountains, and in mofi parts covered with fnow even all the fummer long. The 
norther lands have lefs flore of fnow, more grafs, and are more plain countries, the 
caufe whereof may be, for that the fouther iflands receive all the fnow, that the cold 
winds and piercing ail; bring out of the north; and contrarily, the north parts receive 
more warm air from the milder blafis of the fouth, whereupon may grow the caure 
why the people covet to inhabit more upon the north parts than the fouth, as far as 
we can yet by our experience perceive they do. Thefe people I judge to be a kind of 
Tartar, or rather a kind of Samoed of the fame fort and condition of life that the 
Samoeds be to the north.eafrwards towards Mufcovy, who are called Samoeds, which is 
as much to fay in the Mufcovy tongue, as eaters of themfelves, and fo the Ruffians 
their borderers do name them. And by late conference with a friend of mine (with 
whom I did fometime travel in Mufcovy) 'who hath great experience of thofe Samoeds, 
and people of the north-eafr, I find that in all their manner of living, thofe people of 
the north.eaft, and thefe of the north-wefi are alike. They are of the colour of a ripe 
olive, \,'hich how it may come to pafs, being born in fo cold a climate, I refer to the 
judgment of others, for they are naturally born children of the fame colour c\l1d com
plexion that all the Americans are, which d,vell under the equinoctial line. 

They are men very active and nimble. They are a firong people and very warlike, 
for in our fight upon the tops of the hills they would often mufier themfelves, and after 
the manner of a ikirmiili trace their ground very nimbly, and manage their bows and 
darts with great dexterity. They go clad in coats made of the ikins of beafis, as oE 
feaIs, deer, bears, foxes, and hares. They have alfo fome garments of feathers, beine; 
made of the cafes of fowls, finely fewed and compact together; of all which forts w'~ 
breught hGme fome with us into England, which we found in their tents. In fum mer 
they ufed to wear the hair fide of their coats outward, and fometime go naked for too 
much heat; and in winter (as by figns they have declared) they wear four or five 
fold upon their bodies with the hair for warmth turned inward. Hereby it appeareth, 
that the air there is not indifferent; but either it is fervent hot, or elfe extreme cold 
;md far more exceffive in both qualities than the reafon of the climate fllOUki yield; 

·8 fur 
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for there it is colder,· being under 62 degrees in latitude than it is at Wardhoufe in the 
voyage to St. Nicholas in Mufcovy, being at about 72 degrees in latitude. The rea
fon hereof perhaps may be, that this Meta Incognita is much frequented and vexed 
with eaftern and north-eaftern winds, which from the fea and ice bringeth often an in
tolerable cold air; which was alfo Ihe caufe that this year our fheights were fo long 
fuut up with fo great fiore of ice; but there is great hope and likelihood, that further 
within the fireights it will be more conftant and temperate weather. 

Thefe people are in nature very fubtle and fharp-witted, ready to conceive our 
meaning by figns, and to make anfwer well to be underftood again; and if they have 
not feen the thing whereof you afk them, they will wink and cover their eyes with their 
hands, as who would fay, it hath been hid from their fight. If they underftand you 
not whereof you afked them, they will ftop their ears. They will teach us the name of 
each thing in their language which we defire to learn, and are apt to learn any thing 
of us. They delight in mufic above meafure, and will keep time and ftroke, to any 
tune you fhall fing, both with their voice, head, hand, and foot, and will fing the fame 
tune aptly after you. They will row with our oars in our boats, and keep a true ftroke 
with our mariners, and feem to take great delight therein. 

They live in caves of the eGlrth, and hunt for their dinners and prey, even as the 
bear or other wild beaft do; they eat raw flefh and fifh, and refufe no meat, howfo
ever it be ftinking. They are defperate in their fight, Fullen of nature, and ravenous 
in their manner of feeding. 

Their fullen and defperate nature doth herein manifefl:ly appear, that a company of 
th~m being environed by our men on the top of a high cliff, fo that they could by no 
means efcape our hands,finding themfelves in this cafe difheffed,chofe rather to caft them
felves headlong down the rocks into the fea, and fo be bruifed and drowned, rather 
than to yield themfelves to our men's mercies. 

For their weapons to offend their enemies or kill their prey withGlI, they have darts, 
flings, bows, and arrows headed with fharp ftones, bones, and fome with iron. They 
are exceeding friendly and kind-hearted one to the other, and mourn greatly at the 
lafs or harm of their fellows, and exprefs their grief of mind, when they part one with 
another, with a mournful fong and dirges. They are very fhamefaced in bewraying the 
feerets of nature, and very chafte in the manner of their livii1fj: for when the man 
which we brought from thence into England the laft voyage, iliould put off his coat 
or difcover his whole body for change, he would not fuirer the woman to be prefent, 
but put her forth of his cabin. And in all the fpace of two or three months, while the man 
lived in company with the woman, there was never any thing feen or perceived between 
them, more than might have paiTed between brother and fifter. But the woman was 
in all things very ferviceable for the man, attending him carefully when he was fick, 
and he likewife, in all the meats which they did eat together, would carve unto her of 
the fweeteft, [atteft, and beft morfels they had. Ther wondered much at all our things, 
and were afraid of our horfes and other beafts out ot meGlfure. They began to grow 
more civil, familiar, pleafant, and docible amongft us in very fhort time. 

They have boats made of leather, and covered clean over, faving one place in the 
middle to fit in, planked within with timber; and they ufe to row them with one 
oar, more fwiftly a great deal, than we in our boats can do with twenty. They have 
one fort of greater boats wherein they carry about twenty perfons, and have a maft 
with a fail thereon) which fail is made of thin fkins or bladders, fewed together with the 
finews of fifhes. 

They 
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They are good fifhermen, and in their fmall boats being ~ifguifed in their coats 
of feal £kins, they deceive the fifh, who take the~ rathe.f for their fellow feals, ~han for 
deceiving men. They are good markfmen; Wlth their dart or ar:ow they wIll com
monly kill a duck, or any other fowl, in the head, and commonly III the eye. When 
they fhoot at a great fifh with any of their darts, they ufe to tie a bladder thereunto, 
whereby they may the better find them again, and the fifh not able to carry it fa eafily 
away (for that the bladder doth buoy the dart) will at length be weary and die therewith. 

They ufe to traffick and exchange their commodities with fome other people, of whom 
they have fuch things as their miferable country, and ignorance of art to make, denieth 
them to have, as bars of iron, heads of iron for their darts, needles made four fquare, 
certain buttons of copper, which they ufe to wear upon their foreheads ,for ornament, 
as our ladies in the court of England do ufe great pearl. 

Alfo they have made figns unto us, that they have feen gold, and fuch bright 
plates of metals, which are ufed for ornaments among fome people with whom they ) 
have conference. 

Vv~ e found alfo in their tents a guinea bean of red colour, the which do ufually grow 
in the hot coulltries. Whereby it appeareth that they trade with other nations which 
dwell far off, or elfe themfelves are great travellers. 

They have nothing in ufe among them to make fire withal, faving a kind of heath 
and mofs which groweth there; and they kindle their fire with continual rubbing and 
fretting one fiick againfi another, as we do with flints. 

They draw with dogs in fleds upon the ice, and remove their tents therewithal, 
wherein they dwell in fummer, when they go a hunting for their prey and provifion 
againfi winter. They do fame time parboil their meat a little and feethe the fame in 
kettles made of feals £kins; they have alfo pans, cut and made of ftone very artificially: 
they ufe pretty gins wherewith they take fowl. 

The women carry their fucking children at their backs, and do feed them with raW 
flefh, which firfl: they do a little chew in their own mouths. The women have their 
faces marked or painted over with fmall blue fpots. They have black and long hair 
on their heads., and trim the fame in a decent order. The men have but little hair on 
their faces, and very thin beards. For their common drink, they eat ice to quench their 
rhirft withal. Their earth yieldeth no grain or fruit of fufienance for man, or almoft 
for beaft to live upon; and the people will eat grafs or fhrubs of the ground, even 
as our kine do. They have no wood growing in their country thereabouts, and yet we 
find they have fome timber among them, which we think doth grow far off to the 
fouthwards of this place, about Canada or fame other part of Newfoundland : for there 
belike, the trees fl:anding on the diffs of the fea-fide, by the weight of ice and fnow 
in winter overcharging them with weight, when the fummer's thaw cometh about, and 
alfo the fea underfretting them beneath, which winneth daily of the land, they are 
undermined and fall down from thofe cliffs into the fea and with the tides and 
currents are driven to and fro upon the coafts further off; and by conjeaure are 
taken up here by thefe country people, to ferve them to plank and fl:rengthen their 
boats wIthal, and to make darts, bows, and arrows, and fuch other things neceifary 
for their ufe. And of this kind of drift-wood we find all the feas over great fiore, 
which being cut or fawed afunder, by reafon oflong driving in the fea is eaten of worms, 
and full of holes, of which fort theirs is found to be. 

Vve ha~e not .yet found any venomous ferpent, or other hurtful thing in thefe parts, 
but there IS a kmd of fmall fly or gnat, that fiingeth and offendeth forely, leaving 

many 
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many red fpots in the face and other places where ihe ilingeth. They have fnow and 
hail in the beft time of their fummer, and the ground frozen three fathom deep. 

Thefe people are great enchanters, and ufe many charms of witchcraft; for when 
their heads do ake, they tie a great ilone with a frring unto a frick, and with certain 
prayers and words done to the frick, they lift up the frone from ground, which fome
times with all a man's force they cannot frir, and fometime again they lift as eafily as 
a feather; and hope thereby with certain ceremonious words to have eafe and help. 
And they made us by figns to underfrand, lying grovelling with their faces upon the 
ground, and making a noife downward) that they worihip the devil under them. 

They have great frore of deer, bears, hares, faxes, and innumerable numbers of 
fun dry forts of wild fowl, as fea-mews, gulls, wilmots, ducks, &c. whereof our men 
killed in one day fifteen hundred. They have alfo frore of hawks, falcons, talTels, &c. 
whereof two alighted on one of our !hips at their return, and were brought into Eng
land, which fame think will prove very good: there are alfo great frore of ravens, larks, 
and partridges, whereof the country people feed. All thefe fowls are far thicker 
cloathed with down and feathers, and have thicker {kins than any in England have; 
for as that country is colder, fa nature hath provided a remedy thereunto. 

Our men have eaten of their bears, hares, partridges, larks, and of their wild.fowl~ 
and find them reafonable good meat, but not fo deleCtable as ours. Their wild-fowl 
mufr be all £lean, their fkins are fo thick, and they tafte bell fried in pans. 

The country feemeth to be much fubjeCt to earthquakes. The air is very fubtile, 
piercing and fear ching, fo that if any corrupted or infeCted body, efpecially with the
difeafe called morbus ga/licus come there, it will prefently break forth and iliew itfelf, and 
cannot there by any kind of falve or medicine be cured. 

Their longell fummer's day is of great length, without any dark night, fa that in 
July all the night long we might perfeCtly and eafily write and read whatfoever had 
pleafed us i which lightfome nights were very beneficial unto us, being fo dillrelTed with 
abundance of ice as we were. 

The fun fetteth to them in the evening at a quarter of an hour after ten of the clock, 
and rifeth again in the morning, at three quarters of an hour after one of the clock, fo 
that in fummer their fun iliineth to them twenty hours and a half, and in the night is 
abfent three hours and a half: and although the fun be abfent thefe three hours and 
a half, yet it is not dark that time, for that the fun is never above three or four degrees 
under the edge of their horizon. The caufe is, that the Tropic of Cancer doth cut their 
horizon at very uneven and ohlique angles. But the moon at any time of the year 
being in Cancer, having north latitude, doth make a full revolution above their horizon, 
fa that fometimes they fee the moon above twenty-four hours together. Some of our 
company of the more ignorant fort, thought we might continually have feen the fun and 
moon, had it not been for two or three high mountains. 

The people are now become fa wary and fa circumfpeCt by reafon of their former 
lofies, that by no means we can apprehend any of them, although we attempted often 
in this lafr voyage. But to fay truth, we could not befrow any great time in purfuing 
them, becaufe of our great bufinefs in lading, and other things. 

THE 
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THE VOYAGES AND NAVIGATIONS OF THE ENGLISH NATION 
TO VIRGINIA, 

AND THE SEVERAL DISCOVERIES THEREOF; 

CHIEFLY AT THE CHARGES OF 

THE HONOURABLE SIR WALTER RALEGH, KNIGHT, 

From 33 to 40 Degrees of Latitude: 

'rOGETHER WITH THE SUCCESS OF THE ENGLISH COLONIES THERE 
PLANTED; 

AS LIKEWISE A DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY, WITH THE INHABITANTS, AND 

THE MANIFOLD COl\IMODITIES. 

Whereunto are annexed the Patents, Letters, Difcourfes, &c. to thi~ Part belonging. '.\> 

The Lett~rs Patents, granted by tbe Que..en's Majijly to M. Walter Ralegh, now Knight, 
for the difcovering and planting of new Lands and Countries, to continue the Space of 
Six Years, and no more. 

" ELIZABETH by the grace of God of England, France, and Ireland, Queen, De-
fender of the Faith,&c. To all people to whom thefe prefents ihall come, greeting. 

Know ye that of our fpecial grace, certain fcience, and mere motion, we have given 
and granted, and by thefe prefents for us, our heirs and fucceifors, do give and grant 
to our trufry and well beloved fervant Walter Ralegh Efquire, and to his heirs and 
affigns for ever, free liberty and licence from time to time, and at all times for ever 
hereafter, to difcover, fearch, find ont, and view fuch remote, heathen and barbarous 
lands, countries, and territories, not aCtually poifeifed of any Chrifrian prince, nor in
habited by Chrifrian people, as to him, his heirs and afIigns, and to every or any of 
them {hall feem good; and the fame to have, hold, occupy, and enjoy to him, his heirs, 
and affigns for ever, with all prerogatives, commodities, jurifdiCtions, royalties, pri
vileges, franchifes, and pre-eminences, thereto or thereabouts both by fea and land, 
whatfoever we by our letters patent may grant, and as we or any of our noble pro
genitors have heretofore granted to any perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corporate: 
and the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and all fuch as from time to time, by 
licence of us, our heirs and fucceifors, {hall go or travel thither to inhabit or remain, 
there to build and fortify, at the difcretion of the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs p.nd 
afIigns, the fratutes or aCts of parliament made againfr fugitives, or againfr fuch as 
fhall depart, remain, or continue out of our realm of England without licence, or any 
other fratute, aCt, law, or any ordinance whatfoever to the contrary, in any wife not
withfranding. 

~ Hakluyt, iii. 24.3. 

" And 
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" And we do likewife by thefe prefents, of our efpecial grace, mere motion, and cer
tain knowledge, for ?s, our heirs and fucceifors, give and grant full authority, liberty, 
and power, to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them, that he 
and they, and every or any of them, ihall and may, at all and every time and 
times hereafter, have, take, and lead in the faid voyage, and travel thitherward, or to 
inhabit there with him or them, and every or any of them, fuch and fa many of our 
fubjeers, as ihall willingly accompany him or them, and every or any of them; and to 
whom alfo we do by thefe prefents, give full liberty and authority in that behalf, and 
alfo to have, take, and employ, and ufe fufficient {hipping and furniture for the tranf. 
portations and navigations in that behalf, fa that none of the fame perfons, or any of 
them, be fuch as hereafter ihall be reftrained by us, our heirs or fucceifors. 

" And further, that the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them, 
ihall have, hold, occupy and enjoy to him, his heirs and affigns, and every of them for 
ever, all the foil of all fuch lands, territories, and countries, fa to be difcovered and 
poifeifed as aforefaid, and of all fuch cities, caftles, towns, villages, and places in the 
fame, with the rights, royalties, franchifes, and jurifdiC1:ions, as well marine as other 
within the faid lands or countries, or the feas thereunto adjoining, to be had or ufed, 
with full power to difpofe thereof, and of every part, in fee fimple or otherwife, ac
cording to the order of the laws of England, as near as the fame conveniently may 
be, at his and their will and pleafure, to any perfons then being, or that ihall remain 
within the allegiance of us, our heirs and fucceflors: referving always to us, our heirs 
and fucceifors, for all fervices, duties, and demands, the fifth part of all the are of gold 
and filver, that from time to time, and at all times after fuch difcovery, fubduing and 
poifeffing, ihall be there gotten and obtained: all which lands and territories ihall for ever 
be holden of the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, of us, our heirs and fuc~ 
ceifors, by homage, and by the faid payment of the faid fifth part, referved only for 
all fervices. 

" And moreover, we do by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
give and grant licence to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every 
of them, that he and they, and every or any of them, ihall and may from time 
to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, for his and their defence, encounter 
and expulfe, repel and refift, as well by fea as by land, and by all other ways what
foever, all and every fuch perfon and perfons whatfoever, as without the efpeciaI 
liking and licence of the Jaid Walter Ralegh, and of his heirs and affigns, ihall ate 
tempt to inhabit within the faid countries, or any of them,- or within the fpace of two 
hundred leagues near to the place or places within fuch countries as aforefaid, (if they 
fhall not be before planted or inhabited within the limits, as aforefaid, with the fub_ ' 
jeers of any Chriftian prince being in amity with us,) where the faid Walter Ralegh, 
his heirs or affigns, or any of them, or his or their or any of their aifociates or com. 
pany, ihall within fix years (next enfuing) make their dwellings or. abidings, or that 
ihall enterprife or attempt at any time hereafter unlawfully to annoy either by fea or 
land the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or affigns, or any of them, or his or their, or any 
of his or their companies: giving and granting by thefe prefents, further power and 
authority to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every of them from 
time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, to take and furprife by all manner of 
means whatfoever, all and every thofe perfon or perfons, with their ihips, veifels, and 
other goods and furniture, which without the licence of the faid Walter Ralegh, or 
his heirs, or affigns, as aforefaid, ihall be found trafficking into any harbour or harbours, 
creek or creeks, within the limits aforefaid, (the fubjeers of our realms and dominions, 
and all other perfons in amity with us trading to the Newfoundlands for fiihing, as 
heretofore [hey have commonly ufed, or being driven by force of a temp eft, or {hip_ 

VOL. XII. 4 c wreck 



THE VOYAGES AND NAVIGATIONS OF 

wreck only excepted:) and thofe perfons, and every of them, with t?eir 1hips, v:effeIsl 
goods, and furniture, to detain and poifefs as o~ go~d and lawful prIze, accordmg to 
the difcretion of him the faid Walter Ralegh, hIs hell's and affigns, and every or any 
of them. And for uniting in more perfe8: league and amity, of fuch countries, lands 
and territories fo to be poifeifed and inhabited as aforefaid, with our realms of England 
ami Ireland and the better encouragement of men to thefe enterprifes; we do by 
thefe prefen~s grant and declare, that all fuch countries, fo hereaf~er to be poifeifed a?d 
inhabited as is aforefaid, from thenceforth i11all be of the allegIance of us, our heIrS 
and fucc:![ors. And we do grant to the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, 
and to all and every of them, and to all and every other. perf on and perfons, 
being c.,f our allegiance, whofe names {hall be noted or entered III f?me of our courts 
of record within our realm of England, that with the aifent of the fald Walter Ralegh, 
his_ heirs or affigns, -{hall in his journies for difcovery, or in the journies for conqueft. 
hereafter travel to fuch lands, countries, and territories, as aforefaid, and to their, and 
to every of their heirs, that they, and every or any of them, being either born within 
our faid realms of England or Ireland, or in any other place within our allegiance, and 
which hereafter {hall be inhabiting within any the lands, countries, and territories, with 
fuch licence (as aforefaid), {hall and may have all the privileges of free denizens, 
and perfons native of England, and within our allegiance, in fuch like ample manner 
and form, as if they were born and perfonally refident within our faid realm of Eng. 
land, any law, cuflom, or ufage to the contrary notwithflanding. 

" And forafmuch as upon the finding out, difcovering, or inhabiting of f uch remote 
lands, countries, and territories, as aforefaid, it {hall be neceifary for the fafety of all 
men, that {hall adventure themfelves in thofe journies or voyages, to determine to live 
together in Chrifl:ian peace and civil quietnefs, each with other, whereby everyone 
may with more pleafure and profit enjoy that whereunto they fhall attain with great pain 
and peril; We, for us, our heirs and fucceifors, are likewife pleafed and contented, 
and by thefe prefents do give and grant to the faid "Valter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, 
for ever, that he and they, and every or any of them, {hall and may, from time to 
time, for ever hereafter, within the faid mentioned remote lands and countries, in the 
way by the fcas thither, and from thence, have full and mere pOVter and authority to 
{:orre8:, punifh, pardon, govern, and rule, by their and every or any of their good 
difcretions and policies, as well in caufes capital or criminal, as civil, both marine and 
other, all fueh our fubje8:s as {hall from rime to time adventure themfelves in the faid 
journies or voyages, or that {hall at any time hereafter inhabit fuch lands, countries, 
or territories, as aforefaid, or that {hall abide within 200 leagues of any of the faid 
place or places, where the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs or affigns, or any of them, 
or any of his or their afiociates or companies, fhall inhabit within fix years next enfuing 
the elate hereof, according to fuch ftatutes, laws, and ordinances, as {hall be by him 
the faid \\Taiter Ralegh, his heirs and affigns, and every or- any of them, deviled or 
e~abli{hed for the better go~'ernment of the faid people, as afo~efaid. So always as the 
faid flatutes, laws, and ordmances may be, as near as convemently may be, agreeable 
to the form of the laws, ftatutes, government, or policy of England, and alfo fo as 
they, be not .againft ,the true Chriltian faith, now profeifed in the Church of England; 
nor III anywife to WIthdraw any of the fubje8:s or people of thofe lands or places 
from the allegiance of us, our heirs and {ucceifors, as their immediate Sovereign, 
under God. 

" And l-.... lther, we d.o by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs and fucceifors, give and grant 
full power and auth0;lty to our trufly and well beloved counfellor Sir William Cecill 
Knight; L0rd Burleigh, our High Treafurer of England; and to the Lord Treafure; 

of 
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of England for us, our heirs and fucceifors, for the t;me being, and to the privy 
council of us, our heirs and fucceifors, or any four or more of them, for the 
time being, that he, they, or any four or more of them, {hall and may, from time to 
time, and at all times hereafter, under his or their hands or feals, by virtue of thefe 
prefents, authorife and licenfe the [aid Walter F alegh, his heirs and aiIigns, and eyery 
or any of them, by him, and by themfelves, or by their or any of their fufficient attor
nies, deputies, officers, miniilers, faCtors, and fervants, to imbark and tranfport out 
of our realm of England and Ireland, and the dominions thereof, all or any of his or 
their goods, and all or any the goods of his or their aifociates and comp311ies, and eyery 
or any of them, with fuch other neceifaries and commodities of any of our realms, as to 
the faid lord treafurel', or four or more of the privy council, of us, our heirs and fuc
ceifors, for the time being (as aforefaid) {hall be, from time to time, by his or their wif
dams or difcretions, thought meet and convenient, for the better relief and fupport
ation of him the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and afiigns, and every or any of them, 
and of his or their or any of their aifociates and companies, any aCt, f1:atute, law, or 
any thing to the contrary in anywife notwithf1:anding. 

" Provided alwo-Ys, and our will and pleafure is, and we do hereby declare to all Chrif
tian kings, princes, and frates, that if the faid \Valter Ralegh, his heirs or ailigns, or 
any of them, or any other by their licence or appointment, {hall at any time or time~ 
hereafter rob or fpoil, by fea or by land, or do any aCt of unjufl or unlawful hoflility, to 
any of the fubjecrs of us, our heirs or fucceifors, or to any of the fubjeCts of the kings, 
princes, rulers, governors, or eflates, being then in perfeCt league ,md amity with us, 
our heirs and fucceifors; and that upon fuch injury, or upon jufl: complaint of any fuch 
prince, rulu, governor, or eflate, or their fubjeCts, We, our heirs and fucceifors, 
ihall make open proclamation \yithin any of the ports of our realm of England, that 
the faid -'Walter Ralegh, his heirs and ailigns, and adherentE', or any to whom thefe 
our letters patents may extend, {hall, within the terms to be limited by fuch proclama
tion, make full reflitution and fatisfaCtion of all fuch injuries done; fo as both we and 
the faid princes, or other fa complaining, may hold us and themfelvcs fully contented; 
and that if the faid Walter Ralegh, his heirs and ailigns, {hall not make, or caufe to 
be made, fatisfaCtion accordingly, within {nch time to be limited, that then it {hall be 
lawful to us, our heirs and fucceifors, to put the :L\d \"\'alter Ralegh, his heirs and 
affigns, and aclheren.ts, and all th~ inhabitan~s of the faid plac.es to be clifcovered (as is 
aforefaid), or any of them, out ot our allegIance and proteCtIon; and that from and 
after fuch time of putting out of proteCtion of the [aid -Walter Ralegh, his heirs, ailigns, 
and adherents, and others fo to be put out, and the faid places within their habitation, 
poifeilion, and rule, {hall be ?ut of ?~r allegia~ce and proteCti.on, and free for all 
princes and others to pu:fue. WIth hofiIh~y, as bemg not our fubJeCts, nor by. us any 
'1.\ ay to be avouched, mam~a:necl, or detc:lded, nor to be holde? as any of ours, nor 
to our proteCtion, or dommIon, or allegIanc~ any way belo~gmg; for that exprefs 
mention of the clear yearly value of the ccrtamty of the premtifes, or any part thereof, 
or of any other gift or grant by us, or any our progenitors or predeceifors to the faid 
Walter Ralegh, before. this time made,. in thefe pref~!1ts be not expre{f('d, or any other 
grant, ordinance, provlfioIl, procl.amatlon, or reflramt, ~o the contrary thereof, before 
this time given, ordained, or provIded, or any other thmg, caufe, or matter whatfa
ever, in anywife notwith~anding. _ In witnefs \~he~eof, we have caufed thef~ our letters 
to be made patents. \VItnefs ourfelves, at \VeiLmlllfler, the five and twentieth day of 
March, in the fix and twentieth year of our reign." 
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The Fir:fl Voyage made to tbe Coajls of America, with t~o barks, wherein were Captainr 
M. Philip AlI/adas, and M. Arthur Barlowe, who difcov~red Par~ of the Country no,,!, 
called Virginia, Anno 1584. Written by one of the latd Captams, and Jent to Sir 
Walter Ra/egh, Knight, at whofe Charge and DireBion the laid Voyage was Jet forth. 

T HE 27th day of April, in the year of our Redemption 1584, we departed the weft 
of England, with two barks well furnifhed with men and viCtuals, having received 

our laft and perfeCt direCtions by your letters, confirming the former inftruCtions and 
commandments delivered by yourfelf at our leaving the river of Thames. And I think 
it a matter both unneceffary for the manifeft difcovery of the country, as alfo for 
tedioufnefs fake, to remember unto you the diurnal of our courfe, failing thither and 
returning; only I have prefumed to prefent unto you this brief difcourfe, by which 
you may judge how profitable this land is likely to fucceed, as well to yourfelf (by 
whofe direCtion and charge, and by whofe fervants this our difcovery hath been per. 
formed), as alfo to her Highnefs, and the commonwealth, in which we hope your 
wifdom will be fatisfied, confidering that as much by us hath been brought to light, as 
by thofe fmall means and number of men we had, could any way have been expeCted 
or hoped for. ' 

The loth of May we arrived at the Canaries; and the loth of June, in this prefent 
year, we were fallen with the Wands of the Weft Indies, keeping.a more fouth-eafterIy 
courfe than was needful, becaufe we doubted that the current of the Bay of Mexico, 
difboguing between the Cape of Florida and Havanna, had been of greater force than 
afterward we found it to be. At which iflands we found the air very unwholefome, 
and our men grew for the moft part ill-difpofed; fo that having refrefhed ourfelves 
\vith fweet water and frefh viCtual, we departed the twelfth day of our arrival there. 
Thefe iflands, with the reft adjoining, are fo well known to yourfelf, and to many 
others, as I will not trouble you with the remembrance of them. 

The :2d of July we found {boal water, where we fmelt fo fweet and fo ftrong a fmelJ, 
as if we had been in the midft of fame delicate garden, abounding with all kind of 
odoriferous flowerfl, by which we were affured that the land could not be far diftant; 
and keeping good watch, and bearing but flack fail, the 4th of the faid month we 
arrived upon the coaft, which we fuppofed to be a continent and firm land, and we 
failed along the fame 1:20 Englifh miles, before we could find any entrance, or river 
iffuing into the fea. The firft that appeared unto us we entered, though not without 
fome difficulty, and caft anchor about three harquebuz-fhots within the haven's mouth, 
(In the left hand of the fame; and after thanks given to God for our fafe arrival thither, 
we manned our boats and went to view the land next adjoining, and to take poffeffion 
of the fame in the right of the ~een's moft excellent Majefty, as rightful Queen and 
Princefs of the fame, and after delivered the fame over to your ufe, according to her 
Majefl:y's grant and letters patents under her Highnefs' great feal. 'Vhich being per
formed, according to the ceremonies ufed in fuch enterprifes, we viewed the land 
about us, being, whereas we firft landed, very fandy and low towards the water fide, 
but fo full of grapes, as the very beating and furge of the fea overflowed them, of which 
We found fuch plenty, as well there as in all places elfe, both on the fand and on the 
green foil on the hills? as in the plains, a~ we!l on every little fhr?b, as alfo climbing 
tow41rds the tops of hIgh cedars, that I thmk m all the world the like abundance is not 
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to be ~ound; and my~elf ha~ing feen thofe parts of Europe that mofi abound, find 
fuch dIfference as were IncredIble to be written. 

We paired from the fea-fide towards the tops of thofe hills next adjoining being but 
of mean height, and from thence we beheld the fea on both fides to the n~rth and to 
the fauth, finding no end any of both ways. This land lay ftretching itfelf to the weft, 
which after we found to be but an Wand of twenty miles long, and not above fix miles 
broad. Under the bank o~ hilI whereon we ftood, we beheld the valleys repleni{hed 
with goodly cedar trees, and having difcharged our harquebuz-{hot, fuch a flock of 
cranes (the moft part white) arofe under us, with fuch a cry, redoubled by many 
echoes, as if an army of men had {houted all together. 

This Wand had many goodly woods full of deer, conies, hares, and fowl, even in the 
midfl: of fummer, in incredible abundance. The woods are not fuch as you find in 
Bohemia, Mofcovia, or Hercynia, barren and fruith:fs, but the high eft and reddell: 
cedars of the world, far bettering the cedars of the Azores, of the Indies, or Lybanus ; 
pines, cypreires, faifafras, the lentifk, or the tree that beareth the maftick, the tree that 
beareth the rind of black cinnamon, of which Mafter Winter brought from the Streights 
of Magellan, and many other of excellent fmeIl and quality. 

We remained by the fide of this ifland two whole days before we faw any people of 
the country; the third day we efpied one fmall boat rowing towards us, having in it 
three perfons: this boat came to the ii1and fide, four harquebuz-{hot from our {hips, 
and there two of the people remaining, the third came along the ihore fide towards us, 
and we being then all within board, he walked up and down upon the point of the land 
next unto us; then the mafter and the pilot of the admiral, Simon Ferdinanda, and the 
Captain Philip Amadas, myfelf, and others, rowed to the land, whofe coming this fel. 
low attended, never making any {hew of fear or doubt. And after he had fpoken of 
many things not underftood by us, we brought him, with his own good liking, aboard 
the {hips, and gave him a fuirt, a hat, and fome other things, and made him tafte of ' 
our wine, and our meat, which he liked very well; and after having viewed both barks, 
he departed and went to his own boat again, which he had left ina little cove or creek 
adjoining: as foon as he was two bow-{hots into the water, he fell to fi{hing, and in lefs 
than half an hour he had laden his boat as deep as it could fwim, with which he came 
again to the point of the land, and there he divided his fi{h into two parts, pointing one 
part to the {hip, and the other to the pinnace; which, after he had (as much as he 
might) requited the former benefits received, departed out of our fight. 

The next day there came unto us divers boats, and in one of them the king's bro
ther, accompanied with 40 or 50 men, very handfome and goodly people, and in their 
behaviour as mannerly and civil as any of Europe. His name was Granganimeo, and 
the king is called Wingina, the country Wingandacoa, and now by her Majefl:y VirQ 
ginia. The manner of his coming was in this fort: he left his boats :l!together, as the 
firft man did, a little from the ihips, by the {hore, and came along tv the place over 
againft the ihips, followed with 40 men. When he came to the place, his fervants 
fpread a long mat upon the ground, on which he fat down, and at the other end of 
the mat four others of his company did the like; the refl of his men ftood round about 
him, fomewhat afar off. When we came to the fhore to him with our we;Jpons, he 
never moved from his place, nor any of the other four, nor ever miftrufted any harm 
to be offered from us; but fitting full, he beckoned us to come and fit by him, which 
we performed; and being fet, he made all figns of joy and welcome, ftrikinJ~·. on his 
h~ad and his breaft, and afterwards on ours, to {hew we were all one,fnulms and 
making {hew, the beft he could, of all love and familiarity. After he had made a long 
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fpeech unto us, we prefented him with divers things, which be receive~ very joyfu~ly 
and thankfully. N one of the company durlt fpeak one word all the tune; only the 
four which \yere at the other end fpake one in the other's ear very foftly. I 

The king is 9ieat1y obeyed, and his brothers and childre~ reverenced.. The king 
bimfelf, in perfon, was, at our being there" fOl:e wounded m a. fight whIch he had 
with the king of the next country, called Wmgma, and was iliot III two places through 
the body, and once clean through the thigh; but yet l~e rec~V2red; by ~e~fon where: 
of, and for that he lay at the chief town of the country, bemg fix days Journey oft, 
we faw him not at all. 

After we had prefented this his brother with fuch things as we thought he liked, we 
likewife nve fomewhat to the other that fat with him on the mat; but prefently he 
arofe and took all from them, and put it into his own baJ'ket, making figns and tokens, 
that all things ought to be delivered unto him, and the reft were but his fervants and 
followers. 

A day or two after this we fell to trading with them, exchanging fame things that 
we had, for chamoys, buff, and deer-ikins: ',,,hen we {hewed him all our packet of 
merchandife, of all things that he faw, a bright tin dift'} moft pleafed him, which he 
prefently took up and clapt it before his breaft, and after made a hole in the brim 
thereof, and hung it about his neck, making figns, that it would defend him againft 
his enemies' arrows; for thofe people maintain a deadly and terrible war with the 
people and king adjoining. We exchanged our tin difh for 20 ikins, worth 20 crowns, 
or 20 nobles; and a copper kettle for 50 {kins, worth 50 crowns. They offered us 
good exchange for our hatchets and axes, and for knives, and would have given any 
thing for fwcrds; but we would not depart with any. 

After two or three days the king's brother came on board the fhips, and drank wine, 
and eat of our meat and of our bl~ead, and liked exceedingly thereof; and after a few 
days overpaiTed, he brought his wife with him to the {hips, his daughter, and two or 
three children: his wife was very well favoured, of mean 1tature and very baihful: 
:/he had on her back a long cloak of leather, with the fur fide next to her body, and 
before her a piece of the fame: about her forehead {he had a band of white coral, and 
fa had her hufuand many times: in her ears {he had bracelets of pearls hanging down 
to her middle, (whereof we delivered your worfhip a little bracelet,) and thofe were of 
the bigne[s of good peas. The reD: of her women of the better fort had pendants of 
copper hanging in either ear, and fame of the children of the king's brother, and 
other noblemen, have five or fix in either ear: he himfelf had upon his heal1 a hroad 
plate of gold or copper; for being unpoliihed, we knew not what metal it fhould be, 
neither would he fuffer us by any means to take it off his head, but feeling it, it would 
bow very eafi!)': his apparel was as his wife's, only the women wear their hair lonp" on 
both fides, and the men but on one. They are of colour yellowiih, and their Ohair 
black for the moft part; and yet we faw children that had very fine auburn and chefnut 
coloured hair. 

After that .theFe wo~en had been there, ther: came, down fr?nl all parts great Rare 
of people, bnngll'b WIth them leather, coral, divers kmds of dIes very e-xcellent, anJ 
exchanged ':'ith us; but when Granganimeo t~e king's brother was prefent, none durft 
trade but hlmfelf; except fuch as wear red pIeces of copper on their heads like him
felf, for that is the difference between the noblemen, and the governors of countries 
and, the mear:er fort. And we both noted there, ~d you have underD:ood fince b; 
the~: ~:en WhIC~ .'Ne brought home, that no people III the ",:orl~ carry more refpeft to 
thea king, nobillty, and gover!lors, than thefe do. The king s brother's wife, when 
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{be came to us ' (as. fhe did m.any ti mes), was followed by 40 or 50 'Women always~ 
and when {he came mto the fiup, {he left them all on land, faving her two daughters, 
her nurfe, and one or two more. The king's brother always kept this order, as many 
boats as he would come withal to the !hips, fa many fires would he make on the 
{hore afar off, ·to the end we might underftand with what firength and company he 
approached. 

Their boats are made of one tree, either of pine, or of pitch trees, a wood not com~ 
monly known to our people, nor found growing in England. They have no edge-tools 
to make them withal; if they have any they are very few, and thofe it feems they had 
twenty years fince, which, as thofe two men declared, was out of a wreck which hap
pened upon their coaft of fome Chrifiian {hip, being beaten that way by fome fiorm 
and outrageous weather, whereof none of the people were faved, but only the !hip or 
fome part of her being cafi upon the fand, out of whofe fides they drew the nails and 
the fpikes, and with thofe they made their be£l infiruments. The manner of making 
their boats is thus; they burn down fome great tree, or take fuch as are wind-fallen, 
and putting gum and rofin upon one fide th~reof, they fet fire into it, and when it hath 
burnt it hollow, they cut out the coal with their {hells, and ever where they would 
burn it deeper or wider, they lay on gums, which burn away the timber; and by this 
means they fa!hion very fine boats, and fuch as will tranfport 20 men: their oars are 
like fcoops, and many times they fet with long poles, as the depth ferveth. 

The king's brother had great liking of our armour, a fword, and divers other things 
which we had, and offered to lay a great box of pearl in gage for them; but we 
refufed it for this time, becaufe we would not make them know that we efieemed 

. thereof, until we had underll:ood in what places of the country the pearl grew; which 
now your worfhip doth very well underftand. 

He was very jufi of his promife; for many times we delivered him merchandize upon 
his word, but ever he came within the day and performed his promife. He fem us 
every day a brace or two of fat bucks, conies, hares, fi!h the bei1: of the world. He 
fem us divers killl.ds of fruits, melons, walnuts, cucumbers, gourds, peas, and divers 
roots, and fruits very excellent good, and of their country corn, which is very white, 
fair, and well tafied, and groweth three times in five months: in May they fow, in 
July they reap; in June they fow, in Auguft they reap; in July they fow, in September 
they reap; only they caft the corn into the ground, breaking a Ettie of the foft turf with 
a wooden mattock or pickaxe. Ourfelves proved the foil, and put fome of our peafe 
in'the ground, and in ten days they were of 14 inches high. They have alfo beans very 
fair, of divers colours, and wonderful plenty; . fome growing naturally, and fome in 
their gardens; and fo have they both wheat and oats. 

The foil is the moft plentiful, iweet, fruitful, and wholefome of all the world ; there 
are above 14 feveral fweet fmelling timber trees, and the mofi part of their underwoods 
are bays and fuch like; they have thofe oaks that we haye, but far greater and 
better. 

After they had been divers times on board our {hips, myfelf with feven more went 
twenty miles into the river that runneth towards the city of Skicoak, \\hich river they 
call Occam; and on the evening following we came to an ifland, which they call 
Raonoak, diftant from the harbour by which we entered feven leagues; and at the 
north end thereof was a village of nine houfes, built of cedar, and fortified round about 
with !harp trees, to keep out their enemies, and the entrance into it made like a turne 

pike very artificially. When we came towards it, [tanding near unto the water fide, the 
wife of Granganimeo, the king's brother, came running out to meet U3 very cheerfully 
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and friendly; her hu!band was not then in th~ village; f~me of her people /he ~om
manded to draw our boat on fhore for the beatmg of the bIllow; others fhe appomted 
to carry us on their backs to the dry ground; ~nd others to bring our. oars into the 
houfe for fear of fiealing. When we were come mto the outer room, havmg five rooms 
in her houfe, fhe caufed us to fit down by a great fire, and after took off our clothes 
and wafhed them and dried them again; fome of the women plucked off our ftockings 
and wafhed them'· fome wafhed our feet in warm water; and fhe herfelf took great 
pains to fee all thi~gs ordered in the beft manner fhe could, making great hafte to drefs 
fame meat for us to eat. 

After we had thus dried ourfelves, fhe brought us into the inner room, where fhe 
fet on the board ftanding along the haufe, fame wheat like fermenty; fodden venifon 
and roafted; fifh fadden, boiled, and roafted ; melons, raw and fodden ; roots of 
divers kinds, and divers fruits: their drink is commo?ly water, but while the grape 
lafteth they drink wine, and for want of caiks to keep It, all the year after they drink 
water, but it is fodden with ginger in it, and black cinnamon, and fometimes faffafras, 
and divers other wholefome and medicinable herbs and trees. 

We were entertained with all love and kindnefs, and with as much bounty (after 
their manner) as they could poffibly devife. We found th~ people moft gentle, loving, 
and faithful, void of all guile and treafon, and fuch as lIve after the manner of the 
golden age. The people only care how to defend themfelves from the cold in their 
fhort winter, and to feed themfelves with fuch meat as the foil affordeth: their meat is 
very well fadden, and they make broth very fweet and favory: their veffels are earthen 
pots, very large, white, and fweet; their difhes are wooden platters of fweet timber: 
within the place where they feed was their lo'dging, and within that their idol, which 
they worfhip, of whom they fpeak incredible things. While we were at meat, there 
came in at the gate two or three men with their bows and arrows from hunting, whom 
when we efpied, we began to look one towards another, and offered to reach our 
weapons; but as foon as fhe efpied our miftruft, fhe was very much moved, and caufed 
fame of her men to run out, and take away their bows and arrows and break them, 
and withal beat the poor fellows out of the gate again. When we departed in the 
evening, and would not tarry all night, fhe was very forry, and gave us into our boat 
our fupper half dreffed, pots and all, and brought us to our boat-fide, in which we lay 
all night, removing the fame a pretty diftance from the fhore. She perceiving our 
jealoufy, was much grieved, and fent divers men and thirty women, to fit all night on 
the bank-fide by us, and fent us into our boats fine mats to cover us from the rain, 
ufing very many words to entreat us to reft in their houfes; but becaufe we were few 
men, and if we had mifcarried, the voyage had been in "fiery great danger, we durft 
not venture any thing, although there was no caufe of doubt, for a more kind and 
loving people there cannot be found in the world, as far as we have hitherto had trial. 

Beyond this Wand there is the main land, and overagainfi this Wand falleth into this 
fpacious water, the great river called Occam by the inhabitants, on which ftandeth a 
town called Pomeiock, and fix days journey from the fame is fituate their greateft city 
~alled Skicoak, which ~his people affirm to be very great; but the favages were never at 
It, only they fpeak of It by. the report of their fathers and other men, whom they have 
heard It ~ffirm to be above one houi's journey about. 

Into thIS rt'Ver ~alleth. another great river ca~led ~ipo, in which there is found great 
flore of mufcles, m whIch there are pearls; likewife there defcendeth into this Occam 
another river called Nomapana, on the one fide whereof fiandeth a great town called 
Chawanook, and the lord of that town and country is called Pooneno: this Pooneno 
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is not fubjeCl:: to the king of Wingandacoa, but is a free lord. Beyond this country is 
there another king, whom they call Menatonon, and thefe three kings are in league 
with each other. Towards the S. W. four days journey, is fituate a town called 
Sequotan, which is the fouthernmoft town of Wingandacoa, near unto which 26 yeaTs 
-paft, there was a {hip caft away, whereof fome of the people were faved, and thofe 
were white people, whom the country people preferved. 

And after ten days remaining in an out ifland uninhabited, called Wocokon, they 
with the help of fome of the dwellers of Sequotan, faftened two boats of the country 
together, and made mafts unto them, and fails of their ihirts, and having taken into 
them fuch victuals as the country yielded, they departed, after they had remained in 
this out ifland three weeks: but ihortly after it feemed they were caft away, for the 
boats were found upon the coall, call a-land in another ifland adjoining; other th<>-n 
thefe, there was never any people apparelled, or white of colour, either feen or heard 
of among thefe people, and thefe aforefaid were feen only of the inhabitants of Secotan, 
which appeared to be very true, for they wondered marvelloufly when we were amongll 
them at the whitenefs of our fkins, ever coveting to touch our brealls, and to view the 
fame. Befides, they had our {hips in marvellous admiration, and all things elfe were 
fa ftrange unto them, as it appeared that none of them had ever feen the like. "\Vhen 
we difcharged any piece, were it but an harquebuz, they would tremble thereat for 
very fear, and for the llrangenefs of the fame; for the weapons which themfelves ufe 
are bows and arrows: the arrows are but of fmall canes, headed with a {harp {hell or 
tooth of a fiib, fufficient enough to kill a naked man; their fwords be of wood 
hardened; likewife they ufe wooden breall-plates for their d~fence; they have befide 
a kind of club, in the end whereof they faften the ibarp horns of a ftag or other beall. 
When they go to wars, they carry about with them their idol, of whom they afk counfel, 
as the Romans were wont of the Oracle of Apollo. They fing fangs as they march 
towards the battle, inftead of drums and trumpets: their wars are very cruel and 
bloody, by reafon whereof, and of their civil diffenfions which have happened of late 
years amongft them, the people are marvelloufly walled, and in fame places the country 
left defolate. 

Adjoining to this country aforefaid called Secotan, beginneth a country called 
Pomouick, belonging to another king whom they call Piemacum, and this Icing is in 
league with the next king adjoining towards the fetting of the fun, and the country 
Newfiok, fituate upon a goodly river called Neus: thefe Icings have mortal war with 
Wingina a king of Wingandacoa: but ;about two years pall there was a peace made 
between the Icing Piemacum, and the lord of Secotan, as thefe men which we have 
brought with us to England, have given us to underftand : but there remaineth a 
mortal malice in the Secotans, for many injuries and flaughters done upon them by 
this Piemacum. They invited divers men and thirty women of the beft of his country to 
their town to a feaft, and when they were altogether merry, and praying before their idol 
(which is nothing elfe but a mere illufion of the devil), the captain or lord of the town 
came fuddenly upon them, and flew them everyone, ref erving the women and children: 
and thefe two have oftentimes fince perfuaded us to furprize Piemacum his town, having 
promifed and affured us, that there will be found in it great flare of c.ommo~ities: but 
whether their perfuafion be to the end they may be revenged of theIr enemIes, or for 
the love they b;ar to us, we leave that to th~ tr!al hereafter.. . 

Beyond this lfland called ~oanoak, are mam I~ands very plentIful 0f frmts and .other 
natural increafes, togethe~ WIth many towns and vIl!ages, along th~ fide of the contment, 
fame bounding upon the lilands, and fome firetchmg up further mto the land. 
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When we firfi had fight of this country, fome thought the firfl: land we faw to be 
the continent: but after we entered into the haven, we faw before us another mighty 
long iea ; for there lyeth along the coaf!: a. traCt of iflands, 200 miles in length, ad. 
joining to the ocean fea, and between the dlands two or three entrances: when you 
are entered between them (thefe Wands being very narrow for the moft part, as in moft 
places fix miles broad, in fome places lefs, in few more), then there appeareth another 
great fea, containing in breadth in fame places 40, and in fome S0, in fome 20 miles 
over, before you come unto the continent: and in this inclofed fea there are above an 
hundred iflands of divers bigneffes, whereof one is 16 miles long,. at which we were, 
finding it a moft pleafant and fertile ground, repleni111ed wIth goodly cedars, and divers 
other fweet woods, full of currants, of flax, and many other notable commodities, 
which we at that time had no leifure to view. Befides this il1and there are many, as I 
have faid, fome of two, of three, of four, of five miles, fame more, fome lefs, mofr 
beautiful and pleafant to behold, replenifued with deer, conies, hares, and divers beafts, 
and aLout them the goodlieft and beft fiili in the world, and in greateft abundance. 

Thus, Sir, we have acquainted you with the particulars of our difcovery made this pre· 
fent voyage, as far forth as the iliortnefs of the time we there continued would afford us 
to take view of: and fo contenting ourfelves with this fervice at this time, which we 
hope hereafter to enlarge, as occafion and affifiance iliall be given, we refolved to leave 
the country, and to apply ourfelves to return for England, which we did accordingly, 
and arrived fafely in the weft of England about the midft of September. -

And whereas we have above certified you of the country taken in poffeffion by us to her 
Majefty's ufe, and fo to yours by her Majefty's grant; we thought.good for the better 
affurance thereof to record fame of the particular gentlemen, and men of account, who 
then were prefent, as witneffes of the fame; that thereby all occafion of cavil to, the title 
of the country, in her Majefl:y's behalf, may be prevented, which otherwife, fuch as like 
not the aCtion, may ufe and pretend; whofe names are : 

C · _. {Mafier Philip Amadas. 
aptams. Mafter Arthur Barlow. 

f 
William Greenevile. 
John Wood . 

. James Browewich. 
I Henrv Greene. 

Of the Company '1 Benj~min Wood. 

I Simon Ferdinando. 
Nicholas Petman. 

l John Hewes. 

W ~ brought home alfo two of the [avagt!s~ being Iufiy men, whofe names were 
\Vanchefe and Manteo. 

Tbe 
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The Voyage made by Sir Richard Creewuile-, for Sir Walter Ralegh, to Virginia, ilt 
the rear 1585. 

THE nin~h day of April, in the year aforefaid, we departed from Plymouth, our fleet 
confi!hng of the number of feven fails, to wit, the Tiger, of the burthen of feven 

fcore tons, a fly-boat called the Roe-buck, of the like burden, the Lion of lOO tons 
or thereabouts, the Elizabeth of 50 tons, and the Dorothy, a fmall bark: whereunto 
were alfo adjoined for fpeedy fervices, two fmall pinnaces, The principal gentlemen 
of our company were thefe, M. Ralph Lane, M. Thomas Candi!h, M. John _Arundell, 
M. Raymund, M. Stukeley, M. Bremige, M. Vincent, and M. John Clarke, and divers 
o:her~, w~ereof fame were captains, and other fame affi!tants for counfel, and good 
dlrechons In the voyage. ' 

The 14th day of April we fell with Lancerota and Forteventura, ifles of the 
Ganaries, and from thence we continued our courfe for Dominica, one of the Antiles of 
the weft India, wherewith we fell the 7th day of May, and the loth day following We 

came to anchor at Cotefa, a litde ifland fituated near to the 1I1and of S. John, where we 
landed and refrefhed ourfelves all that day. -

The 12th day of May we came to an anchor in the bay of Moikito, in the Wand of 
S. John, within a faulcon iliot of the iliore ; where our general, Sir Richard Greenevile, 
and the mo!t part of our company landed, and began to fortify very near to the fea 
fide; the river ran by the one fide of our fort, and the other two fides were environed 
with woods. 

The 13th day, we began to build a new pinnace within the fort, with the timber that 
we then felled in the country, fame part whereof we fetcht three miles up in the land, and 
brought it to our fort upon trucks, the Spaniard not daring to make or offer refi!l:ance. 

The 16th day, there appeared 'unto us out of the woods, eight horfemen of the 
Spaniards, about a quarter of a mile from our fort, !taying about half an hour in viewing 
our forces; but as loon as they faw ten of our fhot marching towards them, they pre. 
fently retired into the woods. 

The 19th day, Ma!ter Candi!h, who had been feparated from our fleet in a florm in 
the bay of Portugal, arrived at Cotefa, within the fight of the Tiger; we thinking him 
afar off to be either a Spaniard or a French man of war, thought it good to weigh 
anchors, and to go room with him, which the Tiger did, and difcerned him at la!l: to 
be one of our conforts; for joy of whofe coming, our !hips difcharged their ordnance, 
and faluted him according to the manner of the teas. 

The 22d day, 20 other Spaniili horfemen !hewed themfelves to us upon the other fide 
of the river, who being feen, our general difpatched 20 footmen toward them, and 
two horfemen of ours, mounted on Spaniili horfes, which \ve before had taken in the 
time of our being on the ifland: they fhewed to our men a flag of truce, and made 
figns to have a parle with us ; whereupon two of our men went half of the way upon 
the fands, and two of theirs came and met them: the two Spaniards offered very great 
falutations to our men, but began, according to their Spani!h proud humours, to ex
po!l:ulate with them about their arrival and fortifying in their country, who notwith. 
fianding by our men's difcreet anfwers were fa cooled; that (whereas t~ey were told, our 
principal intention was only t~ furniili ou.rfelves WIth wa~er and ~lauals, an~ oth~r 
neceffaries, whereof we !toad 111 need, whIch we craved mIght be YIelded us WIth fair 
and friendly means, otherwife our refolution was to praaife force, and to relieve our-
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felves by the [word,) the Spaniards in conclufion feeing our men fa refolute, yielded to 
our requeft with large promifes of all courtefy and great favour, and fa our men and 
theirs departed. , , , 

The 23d day, our pinnace was fim!hed and l~unched; whIch bemg done, our gen~ral 
with his captains and gentlemen marched up mto ,the country, about the fpac~ of foul." 
miles, where in a plain mar!h, they ftayed expeCl:mg the conut.tg of t,he Spamards ac
cording to their promife, to furni!h us with viCl:uals, who keepmg theIr old cuftom for 
perjury and breach of promife, came not; whereupon our general fired the woods 
thereabout, and fo retired to our fort, which the fame day was fired alfo, and each 
man came aboard to be ready to fet fail the next morning. 

The 26th day, we fet fail from S. John's, being many of us flung before upon fuore by 
the mufkitos; but the fame night we took a Spanifh frigate, which was forfaken by 
the Spaniards upon the fight of us, and the next day in the morning very early we 
took another frigate, with good and rich freight, and divers Spaniards of accou~t 
in her, which afterwards we ranfomed for good round fums, and landed them III 

S.10hn's. 
The z9th day, our lieutenant, M. Ralph Lane, went in one of the frigates which 

we had taken, to Roxo Bay, upon the S. W. fide of S. John's, to fetch falt, being 
thither conduCted by a Spani!h pilot: as foon as he arrived there, he landed with his 
men to the number of 1.0, and intrenched themfelves upon the fands immediately, com
pailing one of their faIt hills within the trench; who being feen of the Spaniards, there 
came down towards him two or three troops of horfemen and footmen, who gave him 
the looking and gazing on, but durft not come near him to offer any refiftance ; fo, 
that Mafter Lane, maugre their troops, carried their faIt aboard, and laded his frigate, 
and fo returned again to our fleet the 29th day, which rode at S. German's Bay. The 
fame day we all departed, and the next day arrived in the ifland of Hifpaniola. 

The firft day of June, we anchored at Ifabella on the north fide of Hifpaniola. 
The 3d day of June, the governor of Ifabella, and the captain of the Port de Plata, 

being certified by the reports of fundry Spaniards, who had been well entertained 
aboard our fhips by our 'general, that in our fleet were many brave and gallant gentle
men, who greatly defired to fee the governor aforefaid, he thereupon fent gentle com-

. mendations to our general, promifing within few days to come to him in perfon, which 
he performed accordingly. 

The 5th day, the aforefaid governor, accompanied with a lufty friar, and 20 other 
Spaniards, with their friends and negroes, came down to the fea fide, where our ihips 
rode at ~nchor; ~ho being feen, our general manned immediately the moft part of his 
boats WIth the chIef men of our fleet, every man appointed and furniihed in the bell 
fo"t. At the ~anding of our general, the Spanilh governor received him very courteoufly, 
and the Spamfh gentlemen faluted our Engli!h gentlemen, and their inferior fort did 
alfo falute o~r foldiers and feamen, liking our men, and likewife their qualities, 
although at the firfi: they feemed to ftand in fear of us, and of fa many of our boats, 
whereof they defired that all might not land their men yet in the end the courtefies 
h I" " t a[ pat ed on both fides were fa great, that all fear and miftruft on the Spaniards part 

was abandoned. 
In, the mean tin:e, while our Eng~ifh general and the Spanifu governor difeourfed 

betwlxt them of dIvers matters, as of the ftate of ,the country, the multitude of the 
towns ~nd people, and t~e commodities of the iiland ; our men provided two, 
banquet~ng houfes co,ered WIth green boughs, the one for the gentlemen, the o.ther 
for the ienants, and a fumptuous banquet was brought in, ferved by us all in plate, 

8 w~ 



GREENVILE'S VOYAGE TO VIRGINIA. 573 
with the found of trumpets, and concert of mufic, wherewith the Spaniards were more 
than delighted. Which banquet being ended, the Spaniards in recompence of our 
courtefy, caufed a great herd of white bulls and kine to be brought together from the 
mountains, and appointed for every gentleman and captain that would ride, a horfe ready 
fad~led, and then fingled out. three of the beft of them, to be hunted by horfemen after 
theIr manner, fa that the paft~me grew very pleaf~t for the fpace of three hours, wherein 
all three of the beafts were kIlled, whereof one took the fea, and there was flain with a 
mufket. After this fport many rare prefents and gifts were given and beftowed on both 
parts, and the next day we played the merchants with them by way of truck and ex
change of divers of their commodities, as horfes, mares, kine, bulls, goats, fwine, fheep, 
bull-hides, fugar, ginger, pearl, tobacco, and fuch like commodities of the ifland. 

The 7th day we departed, with great good will from the Spaniards, from the ifland 
of Hifpaniola: but the wifer fort do impute this great fhew of friendihip and courtefy 
ufed towards us by the Spaniards, rather to the force that we were of, and the 
vigilance and watchfulnefs that was amongft us, than to any hearty good will, or fure 
friendly entertainment; for doubtlefs if they had been fir anger than we, we might 
have looked for no better courtefy at their hands, than mafier John Hawkins received 
at S. John de DIva, or John Oxnam near the Streights of Darien, and divers others of 
our countrymen in other places. 

The 8th day, we anchored at a fmall ifland to take feals, which in that place we 
underfiood to have been in great quantity, where the general and certain others with 
him in the pinnace were in very great danger to have been all caft away, but by the 
help of God, they efcaped the hazard, and returned aboard the Admiral in fafety. 

The 9th day, we arrived and landed in the lfle of Caycos, in which ifland we fearched 
for faIt ponds, upon the advertifement and information of a Portugal: who indeed 
abufed our general and us, deferving a halter for his hire, if it had fa pleafed us. 

The 12th, we anchored at Guanima, and landed. 
The 15th and 16th, we anchored and landed at Cyguateo. 
The 20th, we fell in with the main ofFloricla. 
The 23d, we were in great danger of a wreck on a beach called the Cape of Fear. 
The ~+th, we came to anchor in a harbour, where we caught in one tide fo much fifh 

as would have yielded us 20 pounds in London: this was our firft landing in Florida. 
The 26th, we came to anchor at W ococon. 
The ::!.9th, we weighed anchor to bring the Tiger into the harbour, where through 

the unfkilfulnefs of the mafier, whofe name was Fernando, the Admiral firuck on 
ground and funk. 

The 3d of July, we fent word of our arriving at \Vococon, to vVingina at Roanoak. 
The 6th, M. John Arundell was fent to the main, and Manteo with him; and Captain 

Aubrey and Captain Boniten the fame day were fent to Croatoan, 'where they found 
two at our men left there with 30 other, by Captain Raymond, fame 20 days before. 

The 8th, Captain Aubrey and Captain Boniten returned, with two of our men 
found by them, to us at Woeocon. 

The 11th day, the general accompanied in his tilt boat with Mafier John Arundel!, 
Mafier Stukeley, and d.ivers other g<:lltlemen, Ma~er Lane, Mafter <:andiih, Ma~er 
Hariot and 20 others m the new pmnace, Captam Amadas, Captam Clarke, WIth 
10 others in a fhip boat, Francis Broo~{. and JOtlll vVhite in ~nother n:ip b~at, pa{fed 
over the water from Woeocon to the mam land, VIctualled for eIght days, m whIch voyage 
we firfi difcovered the towns of Pomeiok, Aquafcogoc, and Secotan, and alfo the great 
lake called by the iavages Paquipe, with divers other places, and fo returned with that 
difcovery to our ileet. 

The 
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The 12th, we came to the town of Pomeiok. 
The 13th, we paffed by water to Aquafcogok. . . 
The 15th, we came to Secotan, and were well entertam~d there of t?e favages. 
The 16th, we returned thence, and one of our boats wIth the AdmIral was fent to 

Aquafcogok, to demand a filver cup which one of the favages ha~ ftolen from us, and 
receivingit according to his promife, we burnt and fpoiled theu' corn and town, all 
people being fled. 

The 18th, we returned from the difcovery of Secotan, and the fame day came aboard 
our fleet riding at Wocoeon. 

The 2 I ft, our fleet anchoring at W ococon, we weighed anchor for Hatorafke. 
The 27th, our fleet anchored at Hatorafke, and there we refted. 
The 29th, Grangino, brother to king Wingina, came on board the Admiral, and Man-

teo with him. 
Auguft the 2d, the Admiral was fent to Weapomeiok. 
The 5th, M. John Arundell was fent for England. 
The 25th, our general weighed anchor, and fet fail for England. 
About the 31ft, he took a Spanifh !hip of 300 ton, richly loaden, boarding her with a 

boat made with boards of chefts, which fell afunder and funk at the fhip's fide, as foon 
as ever he and his men were out of it. 

The loth of September, by foul weather, the general then fhipped in the prize, 
loft fight of the Tiger. 

The 6th of OCtober, the Tiger fell with the Lands-ena, and the fame day came to 
anchor at Falmouth. 

The 18th, the general came with the prize to Plymouth, and was courteoufly received 
by divers of his wodhipful friends. 

The Names of thofe as well Gentlemen as others, that remained one whole year in 
Virginia, under the government of Mafter Ralph Lane. 

Mafter Philip Amadas, Admiral 
of the country. 

Mafl:er Hariot. 
Mafter ACton. 
Mafter Edward Stafford. 
Thomas Luddington. 
Mafter Marvyn. 
Mafter Gardiner. 
Captain Vaughan. 
Mafl:er Kendall. 
Mafter Pridcox. 
Robert Holecroft. 
Rife Courtney. 
Mafter Hugh Rogers. 
Mafter Thomas Harvie. 
Mafl:er Snelling. 
Mafter Anthony Rufl'e. 
Mafl:er Allyne. 
Mafter Michael Polifon. 
John Cage. 
Thomas Parre. 

William Randes. 
Geoffrey Churchman. 
William Farthow. 
John Taylor. 
Philip Robyns. 
Thomas Philips. 
Valentine Beale. 
Thomas Foxe. 
Darby Glande. 
Edward Nugen. 
Edward Kelley. 
John Goftigo. 
Erafmus Clefs. 
Edward Ketchenan. 
John Linfey. 
Thomas Rottenblolry. 
Roger Deane. 
John Harris. 
Francis Norris. 
Mathew L yne. 
Edward Kettell. 

Thomas 
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Thomas Wiife. 
Robert Bifcombe. 
William Backhoufe. 
William White. 
Henry Potkin. 
Dennis Barnes. 
Jofeph Borges. 
Dougham Gannes. 
William Tenche. 
Randall Latham. 
Thomas Hulme. 
Walter Mill. 
Richard Gilbert. 
Steven Pomarie. 
John Brocke. 
Bennett Harrie. 
James Stevenfon. 
Charles Stevenfon. 
Chrifiopher Lowde. 
Jeremy Man. 
lames Mafon 
David Salter. 
Richard Ireland. 
Thomas Bookener .. 
\Villiam Philips. 
Randal Mayne. 
James Skinner. 
George Efeven. 
John Chandeler. 
Philip Blunt. 
Richard Poore, 
Robert Y ong. 
Marmaduke Conllable. 

Thomas Heikett. 
William Waffe. 
John Fever. 
Daniel. 
Thomas Taylor. 
Richard Humfrey. 
John Wright. 
Gabriel North. 
Bennet Chappell. 
Richard Sare. 
James Lacie. 
Smolkin. 
Thomas Smart. 
Robert. 
John Evans. 
Roger Large. 
Humfrey Garden. 
Francis Whitton. 
Rowland Grifiyn. 
William Millard. 
John Twit. 
Edward Seclemore. 
John Anwike. 
Chrillopher Marfhall. 
David Williams. 
Nicholas Swabber. 
Edward Chipping, 
Silveller Beching. 
Vincent Cheyne. 
Hance Walters. 
Edward Barecombe. 
Thomas Skevelabs. 
William Walters. 

An Extract of Mafter Ralph Lane's Letter to M. Richard Hakluyt Efquire, and another 
Gentleman of the Middle Temple, from Virginia. 

" In the mean while you {hall underfiand, that fince Sir Richard Greenvil's departure 
from us, as alfo before, we have difcovered the main to be the goodliefl feil under the 
cope of heaven, fo abounding with fweet trees, that bring fuch fundty rich and pleafant 
gums, grapes of fucll greatnefs, yet wild, as France, Spain, nor Italy have no greater ;. 
fo many forts of apothecary drugs, fuch feveral kinds of flax, and one kind lih filk, 
the fame gathered of a grafs, as common there as grafs is here. And now ';I.Iithin 
thefe few days we have found here maize or Guinea wheat, whofe ear yieldeth corn fo~ 
bread 400 upon one ear, and the cane maketh very good and perfed f'.lgar, alIa 
terra Samia, otherwife terra jigillata. Befides that, it is the goodlieft and moft 
plcafing territory of the world; for the continent is of an huge and unk:lOwn great
neis, and very well peopled and towned, though favagely, and the elimate fo '.vholefome,. 
that we had not one fick fince we touched the land here. To conclude, if Virginia 
had but horfes and kine in fome reafonable proportion, 1 dare aiTure myfelf, being in~ 

S habitcd. 



OltEENVILE'S VOYAGE TO V!ltGINIA. 

habited with Engli!h, no realm in Chriftendom were comparable to it. For this alre~dy 
we find, that what commodities foever France, Spain, Italy, or the eail: parts do YIeld 
unto us in wines of all forts in oils, in flax, in rofins, pitch, frankincenfe, currants, , '. . 
fugars and fuch like, thefe parts do abound wIth the growth of them all; but bemg 
favag:s that poffefs the land, they know no ufe of the fame. And ~undry other rich 
commodities, that no parts of the world, be they Weft or Eail: IndIes, have, here we 
find great abundance of. The people naturally are moft courteous, and very defirous 
to have cloaths, but efpecially of coarfe cloth rather than filk, coarfe canvafs they alfo 
like well of, but copper carrieth the price of all, fo it be made red. Thus good M. 
Hakluyt, and M. H. I have joined you both in one letter of remembrance, as two that I 
love dearly well, and commending me mort heartily to you both, I commit you to the 
tuition of the Almighty. From the new fort in Virginia, this 3d of September, 1585-

Your moil: affured friend, 
" RALPH LANE." 

An Account of tbe Particularities of the Employments of the EngliJhmen left in Virginia by 
Sir Richard Greenvile under the (barge of Mafler Ralph Lane, General of the jame, 
from the 17th AUgl!fl 1585, until the 18th of June 1586, at whicl; time tbey departed 
the Country; Jent and dire{fed to Sir Walter Ralegh. 

THA T I may proceed with order in this difcourfe, I think it requifite to divide it into 
two parts. The firft {hall declare the particularities of fuch P9-rts of the country within 
the n:ain, as our weak number and fupply of things neceffary did enable us to enter 
into the difcovery of. 

The fecond part {hall fet down the reafons generally moving us to refolve on our 
departure at the inftant with the General Sir Francis Drake, and our common requeft 
for paffage with him, when the barks, pinnaces, and boats with the mafters and mariners, 
meant by him to be left in the country for the fupply of fuch, as for a further time 
meant to have frayed there, were carried away with temp eft and foul weather. In the 
beginning whereof {hall be declared the confpiracy of Pemifapan with the favages of the 
main, to have cut us off, &c. 

The Fhjl Part, declaring the Particularities of the Country of Virginia. 

Firft therefore touching the particularities of the country, you £hall underftand that 
our difcovery of me fame hath been extended from the Wand of Roanoak (the fame 
having been the place of our fettlement or inhabitation) mto the fouth, into the north, 
into the N. VV-. and into the weft. , 

The uttermoft place to the fouthward of any difcovery was Secotan, being by dl:ima
tion four-fcore miles diftant from Roanoak. The paifage from thence was through a 
broad found within the main, the fame being without kenning of land, and yet full of 
flats and fhoals: we had but one boat with four oars to pafs through the fame, which 
boat couici not carry above fifteen men, with their furniture, baggage, and viCtual for 
feven days at the mort; and as for our pinnace, befides that {he drew too deep water 
for that fhallow found, {he would not frir for an oar: for thefe and other reafons 
(winter alfo being at hand) we thought good wholly to leave the difcovery of thofe 
parts until our frronger fupply. . 

To the northward our fartheft difcovery was to the Chefepians, diftant from Roanoak, 
about 130 miles, the paifage to it w~s very {hallow and moft dangerous, by reafon of 
we breadth of the found, and the little fuccour that upon any flaw was there to be 
had. 

But 
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But the territory and foil of the Chefepians (being difrant 15 miles fmm the 

{hore), was for pleafantnefs of feat, for temperature of climate, for fertility of foil, an j 
for the commodity of the fea, befides multitude of bears (being an excellent good 
viCtual), with great woods of faffafras, and walnut trees, is not to be excelled by any 
other whatfoever. 

There be fundry kings whom they call Weroances, and countries of great fertility 
adjoining to the fame, as the Mandoages, Tripanicks, and Opoilians, which all came to 
vifit the colony of the Engliih, which I had for a time appointed to be refident there. 

To the N. W. the farthefr place of our difcovery was to Chawanook difrant from 
Roanoak about 130 miles. Our paffage thither lyeth through a broad found, but all 
frefu water, and the channel of a great depth, navigable for good f11ipping, but out of 
the channel full of ihoals. 

The towns about the waters fidefituated by the way are thefe following: PaiTaquenoke, 
the Woman's Town, Chepanoc, Weapomeiok, Mufcamunge, and Metackwem; all thefe 
being under the jurifdiCtion of the king ofW eapomeiok,called Okifco: fromMufcamunge 
we enter into the river, and jurifdiCtion of Chawanook. There the river beginneth to 
firaighten until it come to Chawanook, and then groweth to be as narrow as the Thame~ 
between 'Vefrminfrer and Lambeth. 

BetweenMufcamunge andChawanook upon the left hand:as we pafs thither,is a goodly 
high land, and there is a town which we called The Blind Town, but the favages called it 
Ohanoak, and hath a very goodly corn field belonging unto it; it is fubjeCt to Chawanook. 

Chawanook itfelf is the greatefr province and feigniory lying upon that river, and the 
very town itfelf is able to put 700 fighting men into the field, befides the forces of the 
province itfelf. 

The king of the faid province is called Menatonon, a man impotent in his limbs, but 
otherwife for a favage,a very grave and wife man, and of a very fingular good difcourfe 
in matters concerning the ftate, not only of his own country, and the diipofition of his 
own men, but alfo of his neighbours round about him as well far as near, and of the 
commodities that each country yieldeth. 'When I had him prifoner with me, for two 
days that we were together, he gave me more underftanding and light of the country, 
than I had received by all the fearches and favages, that before I or any of my 
country had had conference vvith : it was in March lalt paft, I SS(). Amongft other things 
he told me, that going three days journey in a canoe up his river of Chawanook, and 
then defcending to the land, you are within four days journey to pafs over land N. E. 
ta a certain's king's country, whofe province lyeth upon the fea, but his place of 
greatefr ftrength is an ifland fituated, as he defcribed unto me, in a bay, the water 
round about the ifl~ll1d very deep. 

Out of this bay he figl1ified unto me, that thi5 king had fo great quantity of pearl, 
and doth fa ordinarily take the fame, as that not only his own !kins that he weareth, 
and the better fart of his gemlemen and followers are full fet with the faid pearl, but 
alfo his beLls and houfes are garniihed ,yith them; and that he hath fuch quantity of 
them, that it is a wonder to fee. 

He fhewcLl me that the faid king was with him at Chawanook two years before, and 
brought him certain pearl, but the fame of the wnrft fort, yet was he fain to buy them 
of him for copper at a dear rate, as he thought. He gave me a rope of the fame pearl, 
but they were black and nought, yet many of them were very great, and a few amongft 
a number very orient and round; all which I lolt with other t?ings of mine, coming 
aboard Sir Francis Drake his fleet: yet he told me that the fald king had great Jtore 
of pearl that were white, great, and round, and that his black pearl his men did take out 
of ihallow water, but the white pearl his men fiihed for in very deep water. 
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It feemed to me by his fpeech, that the faid king had traffick with white men that had 
doaths as we have, for thefe white pearl, and that was the reafon that he would not 
depart with other than with black p,earls, to ~hofe of th~ fame country. . . 

The king of Chawanook promifed to gIVe .me gmdes to go over land mto t~at 
king's country whenfoever I would; but he advlfed me to take good fiore of men WIth 
me, and good fiore of viCtuals, for he faid tha~ the king would. be loth t? fuifer any 
fhangers to enter into his country, and efpeclally to meddle wIth the fifhmg for any 
pearl there, and that he was able to make a great many of men into the field, which 
he faid would fight very well. 

Hereupon I refolved with myfelf, that if your fupply had come before the end of 
April, and that you had fent any fiore of boats or men, to have had them made in any 
reafonable time, with a fufficient number of men and viCtuals to have found us until the 
new corn were come in, I would have fent a fmall bark with two pinnaces about by 
fea to the northward to have found out the bay he fpake of, and to have founded the 
bar if there were any, which fhould have ridden there in the faid bay about that Wand, 
while I with all the fmall boats I could make, and with 200 men, would have gone up 
to the head of the river of Chawanook with the guides that Menatonon would have given 
me, which I would have been aifured fhould have been of his befi men (for I had his beft 
beloved fon prifoner with me J who alfo fhould have kept me company in an handlock 
with the reft, f00t by foot, all the voyage over land. 

My meaning was further at the head of the river in the place of my defcent where I 
would have left my boats, to have raifed a fconfe with a fmall trench, and a palifado upon 
the top of it, in the which, and in the guard of my boats I would have left 25 or 30 men; 
with the refi would I have marched with as much viCtual as every man could have carried, 
with their furniture, mattocks, fpades and axes, two days journey. In the end of my 
march, upon fome convenient plot would I have raifed another fconfe according to the 
former, where I would have left 15, or 20. And if it would have fallen out con
Yenientiy, in the way I would have raifed my faid fconfe upon fame corn field, that 
my company might have lived upon it. 

And fo I would have holden this courfe of infconfing every two days march, until 
I had been arrived at the bay or port he fpake of; which finding to be worth the 
poifeffion, I would there have raifed a main fort, both for the defence of the harbour, 
and our fhipping alfo, and would have reduced our whole habitation from Ronaoak, 
and from the harbour and port there (which by proof is very naught), unto this 
other beforementioned, from whence, in the four days march before fpecified, could I 
at all times return with my company back unto my boats riding under my fconfe, very 
near whereunto direCtly from the weit, runneth a mofi notable l'i ver, and in all thofe parts 
moft famous, called the river of Moratoc. This river openeth into the broad found of 
Weapomeiok. And whereas the river of Chawanook, and all the other found sand bays, 
fa~t and fre!h, fhew. no. current in the world in cal;TI weather, but are moved altogether 
WIth the wmd: thIS flver of Moratoc hath fa VIOlent a current from the weft and 
? w. that,it made me almoft of opi,nion that with oars it would fcarce be navigable: 
It pa{fe~h ~lth many creeks a~d turmngs,. and for th.e fpace of thirty miles rowing and 
more, It IS as b:-oad as the 1 hames betWIxt GreenwIch and the Ifle of Dogs, in fome 
place mQre, and m fome lefs: the current runneth as firang, being entered fa high into 
the river, as at London bridge upon a vale water. 

And for that not only Menatonon, but alfo the favages of Moratoc themfelves do 
report firange things of the head of that river, and that from Moratoc itfelf which is 
a principal town upon that river, it is thirty days as fome of them fay, and fome fay 
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f{)fty days voyage to the head thereof, which head they fay fpringeth out of a main rock in 
that abundance, that forthwith it maketh a moil: violent fheam; and further, that this-huge 
rock ftandeth fo near unto a fea, that many times in ftorms (the wind coming outwardly 
from the fea) the waves thereof are beaten into the faid frefh ftream, fo that the frefu 
water for a certain fpace groweth faIt and brackifh. I took a refolution with myfelf, 
having difmiffed Menatonon upon a ranfom agreed for, and fent his fon into the pinnace 
to Roanoak, to enter prefently fo far into that river with two double wherries, and 
forty perfons one or other, as I could have viaual to carry us, until we could meet with 
more either of the Moratoks, or of the Mangoaks, which is another kind of favages, 
dwellinv, more to the wefrward of the faid river: but the hope of recovering more viCtual 
from the favages made me and my company as narrowly to efcape frarvino- in that dif-
covery before our return, as ever men did, that miffl2d the fame. 0, 

For Pemifapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother 
Granganimo, had given both the Choanifts and Mangoaks word of my purpofe touch. 
ing them, I having been enforced to make him privy to the fame, to be ferved by him 
of a guide to t~e ~angoaks, and yet he did never refl:: to folicit continually my going 
upon them, certIfymg me of a general affembly even at that time made by Menatonon 
at Chawanook of all his Weroances, and allies to the number of 3000 bows, preparing 
to come upon us at Roanoak, and that the Mangoaks were alfo joined in the fame 
confederacy, who were able of themfelves to bring as many more to the enterprize. 
And true it was that at that time the affembly was holden at Chawanook about us, as 
I found at my coming thither, which being unlooked for, did fo difmay them, as it 
made us have the better hand at them. But this conf::deracy againfr us of the Choanifts 
and Mangoaks was altogether and wholly procured by Pemifapan himfelf, as Menatonon 
confeffed unto me, who fent them continual word, that our purpofe was fully bent 
to deftroy them: on the other fide he told me, that they had the like meaning to
wards us. 

He in like fort having fent word to the Mangoaks of my intention to pafs up intt) 
their river, and to kill them (as he faid), both they and the Moratoks, with whom before 
we were entered into a league, and they had ever dealt kindly with us, abandoned 
their towns along the river, and retired themfelves with their women, and their corn 
within the main; infomuch as having paffed three days voyage up the river, we could 
not meet a man, nor find a grain of corn in any their towns: whereupon confidering 
with myfelf that we had but two days viaual left, and that we were then 160 miles 
from home, befides cafualty of contrary winds or ftorms, and fufpeaing treafon of our 
own favages in the difcovery of our voyage intended, though we had no intention ro 
be hurtful to any of them, otherwife than for our copper to have had corn of them: I 
at night upon the corps of guard, before the put~ing forth of centinels, advertifed the 
whole company of the cafe we frood in for viCtual, and of mine opinion that we were 
betrayed by our own favag;s, and of purpofe drawn forth by them upon vain. hope 
to be in the end ftarved, feemi4 all the country fled before us, and therefore whIle we 
had thofe two days viaual left, I thought it good for us to ~nake our return home
ward, and that it were neceffary for us to get the" other fide of the found \Veapomeiok 
in time, where we might be relieved upon the wears of Chypanum, and the vVomen's 
Town, although the people were fled. . . 

Thus much I fignified unto them, as the fafefl: way: neverthelefs I dId refer It to the 
greater number of voice~, whether we fhould ad~ent~re the fpending. of our whole 
viCtual in fame further VIew of that mofr goodly rIver, III hope to meet WIth fome better 
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hap, or otherwife to retire ourfelv~s back agai.n. And for that they ~ight be the 
better advifed I willed them to delIberate allmght upon the matter, and III the morn~ 
ing at our going aboard to fet our courfe according to the defires of the greater part. 
Their refolution fully and wholly was (and not. three found to be of the contrary 
opinion) that whiles there was left but one half pu;-t of corn for a man, we ~1()uld not 
leave the fearch of that river, and that there were 111 the company two mafbffs, upon 
the pottage of which with fa{faf~'as I.eaves (if the .worft fell out) the company would 
make fhift to live tV'iO days, whICh tIme would bnng !hem down the current to the 
mouth of the river, and to the entry of the found, and m two days more at the furtheft 
they hoped to "crofs the found, and to be reliev~d by the weares) which two days .they 
would faft rather than be drawn back a foot tIll they had feen the Mangoaks, eIther 
as friends or foes. This refolution of theirs did not a little pleafe me, fince it came 
of themfelves, although for miil:ruil: of that which afterwards did happen, I pretended 
to have been rather of the contrary opinion. 

And that which made me moil: defirous to have fame doings with the Mangoaks 
either in friendfhip,or otherwife to have had one or two of them prifoners, was, for that 
it is a thinO" moft notorious to all the country, that there is a province, to the which the 
faid Manggaks have recourfe, and traffic up that river of Moratoc, which hath a mar~ 
vellous and moft il:range mineral. This mine is fa notorious amongil: them, as not 
only to the favages dwelling up the faid river, and alfo to the favages of Chawanook, 
and all them to the weftard, but alfo to all them of the main: the country's name is of 
fame, and is called Chaunis Temoatan. 

The mineral they fay is V\T a{fador, which is copper, but they call by the name ot 
Wa{fador every metal whatfoever: they fay it is the colour of our copper, but our 
copper is better than theirs; and the reafon is for that it is redder and harder, whereas 
that of Chaunis Tcmoatan, is very foft and pale: they fay that they take the [aid metal 
out of a river, that falleth very fwift from high rocks and hills, and they take it in 
fhallow water; the manner is this. They take a great bowl, by their defcription as 
great as one of our targets, and wrap a {kin over the hollow part thereof, leaving one 
part open to receive in the mineral: that done, they watch the coming down of tfle 
current, and the change of the colour of the water, and then fuddenly chop down the 
bowl with the ikin, and receive into the fame as much ore as will come in, which is 
ever as much as their bowl will hold, which prefently they cail: ipto a fire, and forth. 
\.,-ith it melteth, and doth yield in five parts, at the firft melting, two parts of metal for 
three parts of are. Of this metal the Mangoaks have fo great ftore, by report of all the 
favages adjoining, that they beautify their houfes with great plates of the fame: and this 
to be true, I received by report of all the country, and particularly by young Skiko, 
the king of Chawanook's fon, my prifoner, who alfo himfelf had been prifoner with 
the lVIangoaks, and fet down all the particularities to me before mentioned: but he had 
not been to Chaunis Temoatan himfelf; for he faid it was twenty days journey over 
land from the lVIangoaks to the faid mineral country, and that they paffed through 
certain other territories between them and the Mangoaks, before they came to the 
[aid country. 

Upon report of the premifes, which I was very inquifitive in all places where I came 
to take very particular information of, by all the fayages that dwelt towards thofe 
parts, and efpecially ?f, Menato~on him~elf~ who in every thing did very particularly 
mform me, and promlfed me gUIdes of hIS own men, who fhould go over with me even 
to the faid country of Chaunis Temoatan, (for overland from Chawanook ;0 the 
Mangoaks is but one day's journey from [un riling to fun fetting, whereas by water !t 
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is [even days with the fooneft): thefe things, I fay, made me very defirous by all means 
poffible to recover the Mangoaks, and to get fome of that their copp'::r for an eifay, and 
therefore I willingly yielded to their refolution: but it fell out verI' contrary to all 
expeCtation and likelihood; for after two days travel, and our wh~le viCtual fpent, 
lying on {hore all night, we could never fee man, only fires we might perceive 
made alongft the fhore where we were to pafs, and up into the country, until the very 
laft day: in the evening whereof, about three of the clock, we heard certain favages 
call, as we thought, Manteo, who was alfo at that time \vith me in the boat, whereof we 
all being very glad, hoping of fome friendly conference with them, and !;laking him to 
anfwer them, they prefently began a fong, as we thought in token of our welcome to 
them: but Manteo prefently betook him to his piece, and told me that th:.:y meant to 
fight with us: which word was not fo foon fpoken by him, and the light.horfemen 
ready to put to {hore, but there alighted a volley of their arrows amongft them in the 
boat, but did no hurt (God be thanked) to any man. Immediately the other bmt 
lying ready with their 1hot to fcour the place for our hand weapons to land upon, 
which was prefently done, although the land was very high and fteep, the favages 
forthwith quitted the fhore, and betook themfelves to flight: we landed, and having 
fair and eafily followed for a fmall time after them, who had wooded themfelves we 
know not where; the fun drawing then towards the fetting, and being then allured 
that the next day if we would purfue them, though we might happen to meet with 
them, yet we fhould be aifured to meet with none of their victual, which we then had 
good caufe to think of: therefore choofing for the company a convenient ground in 
fafety to lodge in for the night, making a ftrong corps of guard, and putting out good 
centinels, I determined the next morning before the rifing of the fun, to be going 
back again, if poffibly we might recover the mouth of the river, into the broad found, 
which at my firf!: motion I found my whole company ready to allent unto: for they 
were now come to their dog's porridge, that they had befpoken for themfelvcs, if that 
befell them which did, and I therefore did mifhuft we {honld hardly efcap". The 
end was, we came the next day by night to the river's mouth within four or five miles 
of the fame, having rowed in one day down the current, as much as in fOLlr dcl)'S \\"e had 
done againft the fame: we lodged upon an ifland, where we had nothin;,; tt) cat but 
pottage of faifafras leaves, the like whereof for a meat was never ufed bdt)re as I 
think. 

The broad found we had to pafs the next day all frefh and faO:in,'';: that day the 
wind blew fo ftrongly, and the billow fo great, that there \\"as no pollibility of paifagc 
without finking of our boats. This was upon an Eafter eve, \vhich was fafted "ery 
truly. Upon Eafter-day in the morning .the \vind coming "ery calm, \ve entered the 
found, and by four of the clock were at Chlpanum, whence all the favages that We had left 
there were fled, but their weares did yield us fome fifh, as God was pleafed not utterly 
to fuffer us to be 100:; for fo~ne of our company of the light.horfemen were far fpent. 
The next morninfY we arrived at OHr home Roanoak. 

I have fet dow; this voyage fomewhat particularly, to the end that it may appear unto 
you (as true it is) that there wanted no great good-\vill from the moll to the leaft 
amongft us, to have perfeCted. this difcovery of the mine: for that the difcovery o~ a 
good mir:e, by the goo?nefs ~f God, or ~ paifagc to the. Sout? Sea, or fome. way to It, 
and nothmg elfe can bnng thIS country m requeft to be :nh~bIted by our natl~n. And 
with the difcovery of either of ~he two above fh~wed: It ":111 be the m~ft iwcet and 
healthfuleIl climate, and therewIthal the moil fertIle foll (bemg manured) m the world: 
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and then with faffafras, and many other roots and gums there found, make good mer
chandize and lading for ihipping, which otherwife will not of themfelves be worth 
the fetching. . . 

Provided alfo that there be found out a better harbour than yet there IS, whIch 
mufl be to the northward if any there be, which was my intention to have fpent this 
fummer in the fearch of, and of the mine Chaunis Temoatan. The one I would have 
done if the barks that I fhould have had of Sir Francis Drake, by his honourable 
cour;efy, had not been driven away by flo,rm, the othe~ if your ~upply of mo~e I?-en 
and fome other neceifaries had come to us many convement fuffiClency: for thIs rIver 
ofMoratico prbmifeth great things, and by the opinion ofM.Hariots, the head of it by the 
defcription of the country, either rifeth from the Bay of Mexico, or elfe from very neal' 
unto the fame, that openeth out into the South Sea. 

And touching the mineral, thus doth M. Youghan affirm, that though it be but 
copper, feeing the favages are able to melt it, it is one of the richefl minerals in 
the world. 

Wherefore a good harbour found to the northward, as before is faid, and from 
thence four days over land, to the river of Choanoak fconces being raifed, from whence 
again over land through the province of Choanoak one day's voyage to the firfl town 
of the Mangoaks up the river Moratico by the way, as alfo upon the faid river for the 
defence of our boats like fconfes being fet, in this courfe of proceeding you fhall 
clear yourfelf from all thofe dangers and broad ihallow founds before mentioned, and 
again within four days travel into the heart of the main 200 miles at the leafl, and fa pars 
your difcovery into that mofl notable country, and to the likelieft parts of the main, with 
far greater felicity than otherwife can be performed. 

Thus, Sir, I have though fimply, yet truly fet down unto you, what my labour 
with the reft of the gentlemen, and poor men of our company (not without both pain 
and peril, which the Lord in his mercy many ways delivered us from) could yield unto 
you, which might have been performed in fome more perfeCtion, if the Lord had been 
pleafed that only that which you had provided for us, had at the firft been left with 
us, or that he had not in his eternal Providence now at the laft fet fame other courfe 
in thefe things, than the wifdom of man could look into; which truly the carrying 
away by a moft ftrange and unlooked-for ftorm of all our provifion~ with barks, 
mafter, mariners, with fundryalfo of mine own company, all having,been fo courte
()uDy fupplied by the General Sir Francis Drake, the fame having been moft fufficient 
to have perfClrmed the greateft part of the premifes, muft ever make me to think the 
?and of God only (for fome his good purpofe to myfelf yet unknown) to have been 
m the matter. 

The Second Part, touching the ConJpiracyof PI!JJlijapan, the Difcovery of the jame, and 
at the lqfl, of our Requefl to depart with Sir Francis Drake for England. 

Enfenore, a favage, father to Pemifapan, being the only friend to our nation that 
,ve had amongfl theI? and, aboll,t the king" died th,e 20th of April 1586. He alone 
had before oppof~d hlmfelf III theIr confultatlOns agamft all matters propofed againH us 
w~~h both the king and all the reft of them after Grangemoe's death, were ver; 
wIll~ng t~ h~ve preferred. And he was not only by the mere Providence of God 
durmg hIS lIfe, a mean to fave us from hurt, as poifonings and fuch like but alfo to do 
us very great good, and fingularly in this. ' 
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The king was advifed and of himfelf difpofed, as of a ready mean to have a!furedly 
brought us to ruin in the month of March 1536, himfelf alfo with all his favages to 
have run away from us, and to have left his ground in the ifland unfowed: which if he 
had done, there had been no poffibility in common reafon (but by the immediate hand 
of God) that we could have been preferved from fiarving out of hand. For at that 
time we had no weares for fiih, neither could our men {kill of the making of them, 
neither had we one grain of corn for feed to put into the ground. 

In mine abfence on my voyage that I had made againft the Chaonifts and Mangoaks, 
they had raifed a bruit among themfelves, that I and my company were part {hin, 
and part fiarved by the Chaonifts and Mangoaks. One part of this tale was too 
true, that I and mine were like to be ftarved, but the other falfe. 

N everthelefs until my return it took fuch effea, and in thofe agaim1: us, that they 
grew not only into contempt of us, but alfo (contrary to their former reverend opinion 
in [hew, of the Almighty God of heaven, and lefus Chrift whom we ferve and worihip, 
whom before they would acknowledge and confefs the only God) now they began to 
blafpheme, and flatly to fay, that our Lord God was not God, finee he fuffered us to 
fuftain much hunger, and alfo to be killed of the Rem.poaks, for fa they call by that 
general name all the inhabitants of the whole main, of what province foever. Info
much as old Enfenore, neither any of his fellows could for his fake have no more credit 
for us; and it came fo far that the king was refolved to have prefently gone away as 
is aforefaid. 

But even in the beginning of this bruit I returned, which when he faw contrary to 
his expeaation, and the advertifement that he had receivecl, that not only my life, and 
my company were all fafe, but alfo by report of his own three favages which had be_'n 
with me befides Manteo in that voyage, that is to fay Tetepano, his fiiler's hufband 
Eracano, and Colline, that the Chaonifts and Mangoaks l whofe name and multitude be
fides their valour is terrible to all the reft of the provinces) durft not for the moil 
part of them abide us, and that thofe that did ubide us were killed, and that we had 
taken Menatonon prifoner, and bwught his fan that he befl: loved to Roanoak with 
me, it did not a little aifuage all devifes againfl: us: on the other fide, it mJde En
fenore's opinion to ber eceived again with greafer refpeEts. For he had often before 
told them, and then renewed thore his former fpeeches, both to the king and the rei1:, 
that we were the fervants of God, and that we were not fubjeB: to be defiroyed by 
them; but contrary-wife, that they amongfl: them that fought our defl:ruB:ion, iliouJd 
find their own, and not be able to work ours, and that we being dead men were 
able to do them more hurt, than now we could do being alive, an opinion very confi
dently at this day holden by the wifeft among{l them, and of their old men, as alfo, 
that they have in the night, being 100 miles from any of us,.in the air been iliot 
at, and ftrucken by fome men of ours, that by ficknefs had dIed among them, and 
many of them hold opinion, that we be dead ~len returned into the world again, 
and that we do not remain dead but for a certain time, and then we return again. 

All thefe fpeeches then again grew in full credit with them, the king, and all, 
touching us, when he faw the fmall troop returned again, and in that fort from thofe 
whofe very names were terrible unto them: but that which made up the matter at 
that time was an accident; yea rather (as all the reft was) the good Providence of the 
Almighty for the faving of us; which was this. 

Within certain days after my return from the faid journey, Menatonon fent a mef4 
fenger to vifit his fon the prifoner with me, and fcnt me certain pearl f01" a prefent, or 
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rather, as Pemifapan told me, for the ranfom of his fon, and therefore I refufed them: 
hut the greateft caufe of his fending them was to fignify unto me, that he had com· 
mal)ded Okiiko king of "\Veapomiok, to yield himfelf fervant and homager to ~he great 
"\Veroanza of England, and after her to Siy 'iVa~ter ~~legh;. to ~erform whlc~ com· 
mandment received from Menatonon, the fald Okriko Jomtly with thIS Menatonon s mef. 
fenger, fent twenty.four of his principallefl: men to Roanoak to Pe~1ifapan, to fignify 
that they were ready to perform the fame, and fo had fent thofe hIS men to let me 
know, that from that time forward he and his fucceiIors were to acknowledge Her 
Majefty their only fovereign, and next unto her, as is aforefaid. . 

All which being done and acknowledged by them all, in the prefence of Pemlfapan 
his father, and all his favages in council then with him, it did for the time thoroughly 
(as it feemed) change him in difpofition toward us; infomuch as forthwith Enfenore 
won this refolution of him, that out of hand he ihould go about, and withal to caufe 
his men to fet up weares forthwith for us; both which at that prefent he went in hand 
withal, and did fo labour the expedition of it, that in the end of April he had fowed 
a good quantity of ground; fo much as had been fufficient to have fed our whole 
company (God bleffing the ground), and that by the belly, for a whole year; befides 
that he gave us a certain plot of ground for ourfelves to fow. All which put us in 
marvellous comfort, if we could pafs from April until the beginning of July (which 
was to have been the beginning of their harveft) that then a new fupply out of Eng. 
land, or elfe our own ftore would well enough maintain us: all our fear was of the 
two months betwixt, in which mean fpace if the favages ihould not help us with CaiIaui 
and Chyna, and that our weares {hould fail us (as often they did) we might very well 
Harve, notwithftanding the growing corn, like the ftarving horfe in the ftable, with the 
growing grafs, as the proverb is; which we very hardly had efcaped, but only by the 
hand of God, as it pleafed him to try us. For within few days after, as before is 
faid, Enfenore our friend died, who was no fooner dead, but certain of our great 
enemies about Pemifapan, as Ofacan a Weroance,Tanaquiny and Wanchefe moft princi. 
pally, were in hand again to put their old praEtices in ufe againft us, which were 
readily embraced, and all their former devices againft us renewed, and new brought 
in queflion. 

But that of flarving us by their forbearing to fow, was broken by Enfenore in his 
life, by having made the king all at one inftant to fow his ground, not only in the 
iiland, but alfo at Dafamonquepeio in the main, within two leagues over againfl us. 
N everthelefs there wanted no ftore of mifchievous praEtices among them; and of all 
they refolved principally of this following: 

Firft, that Okiiko king ofWeapomeiok with the Mandoages {hould be moved, and \\;th 
gre2t ~uantity of copper entertained to the number of feven or eight hundred bows, to 
enterpnfe the matter thus to be ordered. They of Weapomeiok ihould be invited to a 
certain kind of month's mind which they do ufe to folemnize in their favage manner 
for any great perfonage dead, and ihould have been for Enfenore. At this inftant alfo 
iliould the Manci.oaks, who were a great people with the Chefepians and their friends, 
to trhe number ?± feven hundr~d of them, be armed at a day appointed to the main of 
DelamonquepelO, and there lymg clofe, at the fign of fires, which ihould interchangeably 
be made on both fIdes, when Pemifapan with his troop above named ihould have exe. 
cuted me, and fome of our Weroance" (as they called all our principal officers) the main 
forces of the reft !hould have come over into the ii1and, where they meant to have dif. 
patched the reft of the company, whom they did imagine to find both difmayed and 
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rdifperfed abroad in the iiland, reeking of crabs and fiih to live withal!. The manner of 
their enterprife was this. I 

. Terraquine and And~con two principal men about Pemifapan, and very lufty feIlo\\-s, 
wIth twenty more appomted to them had the charge of my perfon, to fee and order 
taken for the fame, which they meant {hould iA this fort have been executed. In 
the dead time of the night they woule!, have befet my houfe, and put fire in the reeds 
the fame was covered with, meaning (as it was likely) that myfelf would have come run
ning out of a fudden, amazed in my fhirt, without arms, upon the inftant whereof they 
would have knocked out my brains. 

The fame order was given to certain of his f~llows, for M. Heriots: fo for all the 
refl: of our better fort, all our houfes at one inftant being fet on fire as afore is faid, 
and that as well for them of the fort, as for us of the town. N ow to the end that WE' 
might be the fewer in number together, and fo be the more eafily dealt withall, (for 
indeed ten of us with our arms prepared, were a terror to a hundred of the beft fort of 
them), they agreed and did immediately put it in praCtice, that they {hould not for any 
copper fell us any viCtuals whatfoever: befides that in the night they ihould fend to 
have our weares robbed, and alfo to caufe them to be broken, and once being broken 
never to be repaired again by them. 

By this means the king ftood afTured, that I muft be enforced for lack of fuftenanc(" 
there, to diiband my company into fundry places to live upon fuell finl, for fo thE' 
favages themfelves do, going to Hatoraik, Croatoan, and other places, fiihing and hunt
ing, while their grounds be in fowing, and their corn growing: which failed not his 
expeB:ation. For the famine grew fo extreme among us, our weares failing us of fiih, 
that I was enforced to fend Captain Stafford with twenty with him to Croatoan, my 
Lord Admiral's Ifland to ferve two turns in one, that is to fay, to feed himfelf and his 
mmpany, and alfo to keep watch if any fuipping came upon the coaft to warn us of 
the faIlle. 

I fent M. Pridiox with the pinnace to Hatoraik, and ten with him, with the provo a. 
marfuall to live there and alfo to wait for fuipping: alfo I fent every week fix teen or 
twenty of the reft of the company to the main over againfl us, to live of CafTada 
and oyfters. 

In the mean while Pemifapan went of purpofe to Defamonquepeio for three caufes : 
the one to fee his grounds there broken up, and fowed for a fecond crop, the other 
to withdraw himfelf from my daily fending to him for fupply of viaual for my com. 
pany, for he was afraid to deny me any thing, neither durft he in my prefence but by 
colour and with excufes which I was content to accept for the time, meaning in the end as 
I had reafon. to give him the jump once for all: but in the mean whiles, as I had 
.everd0ne before, I and mine bear all wrongs and accepted of all excufes. 

My purpofe was to have relied myfelf with Menatonon, and the Chaonifts, who in 
truth, as they are more valiant people and in greater number than the reft, fo are they 
more faithful in their promifes, and tince my late being there had given many tokens 
of earnell defire they had to join in perfeel: league \vith us, and therefore were 
greatly ofrended with Pemifapan and Weapomeiok for making him believe fuch tales 
of us. 

The third caufe of his going to Defamonquepcio, W:lS to difpatch his mefTengers to 
\Veapomeiok, and to the Mangoaks, as aforefaid: all which he did with gIeat 'impreil: 
of copper in hand, making large promifes to them of greater fpoil. 

The anfwer within few days after came from Vveapomeiok, which was divided into 
two parts; fir{\: for the king Okifko, who denied to be of the party for himfclf~ or any 
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of his fpedal foHowers, and therefore did immediately .retire ~imfelf with his force i~to 
the main: the other was concerning the reft of the iaid provInce, who accepted of It : 
and in like fort the Mangoaks received the impreft. 

The day of their affembly aforefaid at Roanoak was appointed the loth of June: 
all which the premifes were difcovered by Skiko, the king Menatonon's fan, my prifoner, 
who having once attempted to run away, I laid him in the bilboes, thre~tening to cut 
ofF his heud, whom I remitted at Pemifapan's requefl:: whereupon he bemg perfuaded 
that he w:ts our ei1emy to the death, he did not only feed him with himfelf but alfo 
made him acquainted with all his practices. On the other fide, the young man find. 
1:\>,; himfelf as well ufed at my hand, as I had means to {hew, and that all my company 
made much of him, he flatly difcovered all unto me, which alfo afterwards was revealed 
unto me by one of Pemifapan's own men, that night before he was {lain. 

Thefe mifchiefs being all in!l:antly upon me and my company to be put in execution, 
it ftood me in hand to ftudy how to prevent them all, alfo to fave all others, which 
Were that time as aforefaid, fo far from me; whereupon I fent to Pemifapan to put 
fufpicion out of his head, that I meant prefently to go to Croatoan, for that I had heard 
of the arrival of our fleet (although I in truth had neither heard, nor hoped for fa 
good adventure) and that I meant to come by him, to borrow of his men to fi{h for 
my company, and to hunt for me at Croatoan, as alfo to buy fame four days provifion to 
ferve for my voyage. 

He fent me word that he would himfelf come over to Roanoak, but from day to 
day he defered, only to bring the Weapomeioks with him and the Mangoaks, whofe time 
appointed was within eight days after. 

It was the laft of May 1586, when all his own favages began to make their affembly 
at Roanoak, at his commandment fent abroad unto them, and I refolved not to ftay 
longer upon his coming over, finee he meant to come with fo good company, but thought 
good to go and vifit him with fuch as I had, which I refolved to do the next 
day: but that night I meant by the way to give them in the i{land a canuifado, and 
at the in!l:ant to feize upon all the canoes about the ifland, to keep him from 
advertifements. 

But the town took the alarm before I meant it to them: the occafion was this. I 
had fent the mafter of the light horfeman, with a few with him, to gather up all the 
canoes in the fetting of the fun, and to take as many as were going from us to Defa
monquepeio, but to fuffer any that came from thence, to land. He met with a canoe 
going from the {hore and overthrew the canoe and cut off two favages heads: this was 
not done fo fecretly, but he was difcovered from the {hore; whereupon the cry arofe ; 
for in truth they, privy to ti1e:r 0\'.111 villainous purpofes againft us, held as good efpyal 
upon us, both day and night, as we did UpOll them. 

The alarm given they took themfelves to their bows, and we to our arms: fome 
three or four of them at the firft were {lain with our {hot; the reft Bed into the woods. 
'We ntxt morning with the light horfeman and one canoe, taking twenty-five with the 
colonel of the Ch~fepians, and the ferjeant ~aj)r, I went to Defamonquepeio; and being 
landed, ~ent Pell1lfapan word by one of hIS own favages that met me at the fuore, that 
I was gowg to Cro:ttoan, and meant to t:tke him in the way to complain unto him of 
Ofocon, who the night paft was conveyi:1g a'way my prifoner, whom I had there prefent 
tied in an .hand-lock. :-Vhereup?n t?e ~ng Jid abide my coming to him, and finding 
myfelf aIllid!l: feven or eIght of hIS prmcipal \Veroances and followers (not regarding 
any of the common fort), I gave the watch.word agreed. upon (which was, CHRIST OUR. 
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VICTOR\"\ and immediately thofe his chief men and himfelf had, by the mercy of God 
for our deliverance, that, which they had purpofed for us. 

The king himfelf being !hot through by the colonel with a piftol, lying on the 
ground for dead, and I looking as watchfully for the faving of Manteo's friends, as others 
were bufy that none of the reft fhould efcape, fuddenly he ftarted up and ran away as 
though he had not been touched, infomuch as he over-ran all the company; being by the 
way !hot thwart the-buttocks by my Iri!h boy with my petronell. In the end an Irifh. 
man ferving me, one Nugent, and the deputy provoft, undertook him, and following 
him in the woods over-took him: and I in fome doubt left we had loft both the king 
and my man by our own negligence to have been intercepted by the favages, met him 
returning out of the woods with Pemif~pan's head in his hand. 

This fell out on the dt of June 1586, and the 8th of the fame came advertifement 
to me from Captain Stafford, lying at my Lord Admiral's Wand, that he had difcovered 
a great fleet of twenty-three fails, but whether they were friends or foes, he could not 
yet difcern. He advifed me to ftand upon as good guard as I could. 

The 9th of the faid month he himfelf came unto me, having that night before, 
and that fame day travelled by land twenty miles; and I muil:. truly report of him from 
the firft to the laft, he was the gentleman that never fpared labour or peril either by land 
or water, fair weather or foul, to perform any fervice committed unto him. 

He brought me a letter from the General Sir Francis Drake, with a moft bountiful 
and honourable offer for the fupply of our neceffities to the performance of the action we 
were then entered into; and that not only of victuals, munition and clothing, but alfo 
of barks, pinnaces, and boats: they alfo by him to be viCtualled, manned, and furnifhed 
to my contentation. 

The loth day he arrived in the road of our bad harbour; and coming there to an 
anchor, the I I th day I came to him, whom I found in deeds moft honourably to per
form that which in writing and meffage he had moil:. courteoufly offered, he having 
aforehand propounded the matter to all the captains of his fleet, and got their liking 
and confent thereto. 

With fuch thanks to him and his captains for his care both of us and of our nation, 
not as the matter deferved, but as I could both for my company and myfelf, I (being 
afore-hand prepared what I would deflre) craved at his hands that it would pleafe him 
to take with him into England, a number of weak and unfit men for my good action 
which I would deliver to him; and in place of them to fupply me of his company with 
oar-men, artificers, and others. 

That he would leave us fo much !hipping and victual, as about Auguft the next 
following would carry me and all my company into England, when we had difcovered 
fomewhat, that for lack of needful provifion in time left with us as yet remained 
undone. 

That it would pleafe him with all to leave fome fufficient mafters not only to carry 
us into England, wlf~n time {hould be, but alfo to fearch the coaf!: for fame better 
harbour, if there were any, and efpecially to help us to fame fmall boats, and 
oar-men. 

Alfo for a fupply of calivers and weapons, match and lead, tools, apparel and fuch 
like. 

He havinrr received thefe my requefts, according to his ufual commendable manner 
of governme~t (as it vvas told me) calling his captains to counfel: the refolution was 
that I !houId fend fuch of my officers of my company as I ufed in ~uch matters, with their 
notes to go aboard with him; \vhich were the mailer of the VIctuals, the keeper of 
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tbe ftore and the vice·treafurer: to whom he appointed forthwith for me the Francrs~ 
being a ~rery proper bark of feyenty ton, and took prefent order for bringing of viCtual~. 
aboard her, for one hundred men for four mon~hs, wirh all my other demands whatfo
ever to the uttermoft. 

And further he appointed for me two pinnaces, and four fmall boats:- and that which 
was to perform all his former liberality to us, was tha~ he .had gotten, the full aifents of 
two of as fufficient experimented mafl:ers as were any III hIS fleet, by Judgment of them 
that knew them, with very fufficient gings to tarry with me, and to employ themfelves 
mofl earneftIy in the aCtion, as I fhould appoint them, until the term which I promifed 
()f our return to England again. The names of one of thofe maflers was Abraham 
Kendall, the other Griffeth Kerne. 

While thefe things were in hand, the provifion aforefaid being brought, and in 
bringing aboard, my faid mafters being alfo gone aboard, my faid barks having ac~ 
cepted of their charge, and mine own officers, with others in like fort of my company 
with them (all which was difpatched by the faid general the 12th of the faid month), 
the 13th there arofe fuch an unwonted ftorm, and continued four days, that had like 
to have driven all on fhore, if the Lord had not held his holy hand over them, and 
the general very providently forefeen the worfl himfelf, then about my difpatch putting 
himfelf aboard: but in the end having driven fundry of the fleet to put to fea, the 
Francis alfo with all my provifions, my two mafters, and my company aboalid, lhe was 
feen to be free from the fame, and to put clear, to fea. 
, This florm having continued from the 13th to the 16th of the month, and thus. 
my bark put away as aforefaid, the general coming afhore, made a new proffer unto 
me; which was a fhip of 170 ton, called the Bark Bonner, with a fufficient maflel' 
and guide to tarry with me the time appointed, and viCtual fufficiem to carry me and 
my company into England, with all provifions as before: but he told me that he 
would not for any thing undertake to have her brought into our harbour, and there ... 
fore he was to leave her in the road, and tD leave the care of the refl unto myfelf; 
and advifed me to confider with my company of our cafe, and to deliver prefendy unta 
him in writing, what I would require him to do for us: which being within his power, 
he did aifure me as well for his captains as for himfelf, fhould be moil: willingly 
performed. 

Hereupon calling fuch captains and gentlemen of my company as then were at 
hand who were all as privy as myfelf to the general's offer, their whole requefl was 
t.o me, that confidering the cafe that we flood in, the weaknefs of our company, the 
imall number of the fame, the carrying away of our firfl appointed bark, with thofe' 
two efp7cial mafters, with our principal provifions in the fame, by the very hand of 
~od as It feemed, firetched out to take us, from thence; confidering alfo that his· 
ie-cond offer, though mofl honourable of hIS part, yet of ours not to be taken in .. 
fomuch as th,ere was no pollibility for her with any f<lfety to be brought into' the 
harbour, feemg further that our hope for fupply with Sir Richard Greenvile fo 
undoubtfully,Promifed ':3 be!ore Eafl€r, not ret come, neither then likely to come ~his 
year, confidenng the domgs 111 England for F landers, and alfo for America that there .. 
fore I ~vould refolve myfelf with my compar:y to go into England with tha: fleet; and 
acco:dmgly to make requefl, to t?e general. 111 all our names, that he would be pleafed. 
t~ glye us prefent l?aifage wIth lum. WhIch requeft of ours, by myfelf delivered unto' 
hIm~ he mofl readIly a!fented umo: and fo he fending immediately his pinnaces into 
<lur liland, for the ,fetchmg away of ~ few that there were left with our baggage, the 
~;eat1ler was fo boJiterous, and the pInnaces fo·often on the ground, that the moil: of aU 
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we had, with aU our cards, books and writings; were by the failors ca£l: overboard, ,11e 
greater number of the fleet being much aggrieved with their long and dangerous abode 
in the mi{,:t2ble road. 

From whence the general in the name of the Almighty, weighing his anchors (having 
befl:owed us amongfl: his fleet J, for the relief of whom he had in that fl:orm, fu!l:ained 
more peril of wreck than in an his former mofl: honourable aCtions ac'a"":' the Spaniards 
with praifes unto God for all, fet fail the 19th June 1586, and arrived in Portfmouth, 
the 27th July of the fame year. 

The Third Voyage marie by a Ship fent in the Year 1586, to the Relief oj the Colony planted 
in Vi1:ginia, at the fale Charges oj Sir Walter Ralegb • 

.In the year of our Lord 1586, Sir Walter Ralegh at his own charge prepared a 
flllp of 100 ton, freighted with all manner of things in mofl: plentiful manner, for the 
~upply and relief of his colony then remaining in Virginia; but before they fet fail 
from England it was after Eafl:er, fo that our colony half defpaired of the coming of 
any fupply; wherefore every man prepared for himfelf, determining refolutely to fpend 
the reiidue of their life-time in that country. And for the better performance of this 
their determination, they fowed, planted, and fet fuch things as were neceffary 
for their relief in [0 plentiful a manner, as might have fufficed them two years without 
any further labour. Thus trufl:ing to their own harvefl:, they pa{fed the fummer till the 
10th June; at which time their corn which they had fowed was within one fortnight 
of reaping; bur then it happened that Sir Francis Drake in his profperuus return from the 
facking of San Domingo, Cartagena, and Saint A ugufl:ine, determined in his \\"y home
ward to viiit his countrymen the Englifh colony, then remaining in Virginia. So paiT~ng 
along the coafl:s of Florida, he fell with the parts where our Englilh colony inhabited~ 
and having efpied fame of that company, there he anchored and went aland, \\here he 
conferred with them of their {tate and welfare, and how things had paffed \yith them. 
They anfwered him that they lived all: but hitherto in fame fcarcity, and as yet could 
hear of no fupply out of England; therefore they requefl:ed him that he would leave 
with them fome two or three il1ips, that if fame reafunable time they heard not out Col 
England, they might then return themfelves. \V'hich he agreed to. "Vhilft forne were 
then writing their letters to fend into England, and fome others making reports of the 
accidents of their travels each to other, fome on land, fome on board, a great Honn 
;!rofe, and drove the mofl: of their fleet from their anchors to fea, in which {hips at 
that inftant were the chiefefl: of the Englifh colony; the refl: on land perceiving thl~;, 
hafted to thofe three fails which were appointed to be left there, and for fear they 
fllOUld be left behind, they left all things confufedly, as if they had been chafed from 
thence by a mighty army; and no doubt fo they were; for the hand of God came 
upon them for the cruelty and outrages committed by fame, of them againfl: the native 
inhabitants of that country. 

Immediately after the departing of our Englifu colony out of this para~ife' of the 
world, the fhip above mentioned fent and fet forth at the charges of SIr \i\lalter 
Ralegh, and his direCtion, arrived at Hatorafk: who after fame time fpent ill reeking 
our colony up in the country, and not finding them, returned with all the aforeiaid 
proviiion into England. 

About 14 or 15 days after the departure of the aforefaid fhip, S,ir Richard 
Greenvile, general of Virgirua, accompanied with three ibips well appointed tor the J8.me 
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voyage, arrived there: who not £1;1(: ::1~ f he aforefaid fhip, according to ~is expet1:ation, 
nor heoring any :l(:'.:S of our Eng:'!}l colony there feated, 2nd left by ~Im Anno 1585, 
himfelf travelling up into -divers pL~ces of the country, as well to fee If he could hear 
any news of the colony leFc there by him the year before, under the charge of Mafier 
Lane, his deputy, as alfo to difcover fome places of the country: but after fome time 
fpent therein, not h::;c1ri:\:j any 1'.e\','s of them, an~l finding the pJac.es which.they inhabited 
ciefo\;He, yet unwillin~ to lore the poifeilion ot the country whIch Enghihmen had fo 
long held: aft,;::;: good deliocrJ.tion, he determined to leave fame };len behind to retain 
pofT<C'ilion of the country: ,dlereupon he landed IS men in the ille of Roanoak, fur. 
nifh-c:d plentifully with all l:1:umer of provifion for two T2.rs, and fo departed for 
England. 

Not long after he fell with the IDes of the Azores, on fame of which iflands he 
landed, aud fpoiled the towas of all fuch things as were worth carriage, where alfo he 
took div2rs Spaniards. I:Vith t~,;;:; and many other exploits done by him in this voyage~ 
as well outward as homevvard, he returned into England. 

A brief and true Report of the new found Land of Virginia, of the Commodities there found, 
and to be roifed, as well merchantable as others: 'lurittm by Thomas Heriot, Servant to 
Sir n:dtcr Ralcgh, a Melllber oj tbe Colony, and tbere employed in difcovering a full 
Twelvemonth. 

Ralph Lane one of her 11'Iaje/ly's efquires, and governor 0/ the colony in Virginia, abo'l.'e 
mentioned,jor the time tbere riftdent, to the gentle reader wifheth all bappinefs in the 
Lord. 
Albeit (gentle reader) the credit of the reports in this treatife contained can little be 

furthered by the teftimony of one as myfelf, through afFection judged partial, though 
without defert: neverthelefs, for fo much as I have been requefted by fome my par
ticular friends, who conceive more rightly of me, to deliver freely my knowledge of 
the fame; not only for the fatisfying of them, but alfa for the true information of any 
other whatfoever, that comes not with a prejudicate mind to the reading thereof; thus 
much upon my credit I am to affirm, that things univerfally are fo truly fet down 
in this treatife, by the author thereof, an actor in the colony, and a man no lefs for his 
honefiy than learning commendable, as that I dare boldly avouch, it may very well pafs 
wi.th the credit of truth, even amongfl: the moft true relations of this age. Which as for 
mme mvn part I am ready any way to acknowledge, fo alfo (of the certainty thereof 
aifured by mine own experience) with this my public affertion I do affirm the fame. 
Farewell in the Lord. 

Ta tbe adventurers,ja7.-:ollrers, and u,t!!<~i!krs of the elZterprife for the inhabiting alld 
piantillg ill Virginia. 

Sin.ce the £1rfi undertaking by Sir \Valter Ralegh to deal in the aaion of dif. 
covenng. of that country which is now calLed and known by the name of Virginia, 
~n~my voyages having been thither .made at fundry times to his great charge; as firft, 
111 the year 1584, and afterwards 111 the years 1585,1586, and now of late this lafl: 
year 1587: there have t)<~(:Tl. divers and variable reports, with fome Danderous and 
ihameful fpeeche~ bruited abroad by many that retufl1i.:d from thence: efpecially of 
that dlfco~'ery \:lllch was made by the colony tranfported by Sir Richard Greemile in 
15 S 5, bemg of all others the mofl: principll, ,md as yet of mofl: dll:~I:, the time of 
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their abode in the country being a whole year, when as in the other "oyage:;; before 
they ,ftayed but ~x w~eks, and the ot::ers after were only for fupply and tranfportation, 
nothmg more bemg difcovered than had been before. Vvhich reports have not done a 
little wrong to many that otherwife would have alfo favoured and adventured in the' 
,aCtion, to the honour and benefit of our nation, befides the particular profit and credit \r hie h 
would redound to themfelves the dealers thlein, as I hope by the fequel of events, to 
the ihame of thofe that have avouched' the contrary, ihall be manifeft, if you the ad. 
venturers, favourers and well-wiliers do but either increafe in number, or in opi:r:ion 
continue, or having been doubtful, renew your good liking and furt:,erznc,:: to deal 
therein according to the worthinefs thereof already found, and as you ihall undel,n~nJ 
hereafter to be requiiite. Touching which worthinefs, though call:~: of the diverfity of 
relations and reports, many of your opinions could not be firm, nor the minds of fome 
that are well difpofed be fetrled in any certainty. 

I have therefore thought it good, being one that have been in the difcovery, and in 
dealing with the natural inhabitants efpecially employed; and having therefore feen 
and known more than the ordinary, to impart fo much unto you of the fruits of our 
labours, as that you may know how injuriouily the enterprife is Dandered, and that in 
public manner at this prefent, chiefly for two refpeCts. 

Firft, that fame of you which are yet ignorant or doubtful of the ftate thereof, may 
fee that there is fufficient caufe why the chief enterprifer with favour of I-Ie:- Majefl:y, 
Dotwithftanding fnch reports, hath not only fince continued the aCtion, by fending into 
the country again, and replanting this laft year a new colony, but is alfo ready, according 
as the times and means will afl'ard, to follow and profecute the fame. 

Secondly, that you feeing and knowing the continuance of the aCtion, by the view 
hereof you may generally know and learn that the country is, and thereupon confideI' 
bow your dealing therein, if it proceed, may return you profit and gain, be it either by 
inhabiting and planting, or otherwife in furtherillb thereof. 

And leD: that the fubfl:ance of my relation {hould be doubtful unto you, as of others 
by reafon of their diverfity, I will firft open the caufe in a few words, wherefore they 
:are fa different, referring myfelf to your favourable conftruttions, and to be adjudged 
of) as by (Yooel confideration you ihall find caufe. 

Of our °company that returned, fame for their mifdemeanor and ill dealing in the 
country, have been there wortl~ily p,unifl,1ed, who by realon of th;ir bad natures, hayc 
l11:Ilicioufly not only ft=,oken 111 at theIr governors, but for their fakes ilandered the 
country itfelf. The like alfo have thofe done which were of their confort. 

Some being ignorant of the ftate thereof, notwithftanding fince their return among 
their friends and acquaintance, and alfo other·;, efpecially if they were in company 
where they might not be gaillf:Iid, would feem ' .. ) know fa much as no men more, and 
make no men fo areat travellers as themfelves. They [tood fa much, as it m::lJ i~'::Cln, 
upon their credit ° and reputation, that having been a twelvemonth in the country, it 
would have been a great difgrace unto them, as they thought, if they could not have 
faid much, whether it were true or falfe. Of which fame have fpoken of more than ever 
they faw, or otherwife knew to be there. Other fome have not b~en aihamed ~o mal~e 
abfolutc denial of that, which although not by them, yet by others IS moft certaInly ~"l 
there plentifully known, and other fame make difficulties of thofe things they huH: no 
Rill of. 

The caufe of their ignorance was, in that they were of that many that Wlfe r:.evcr 
out of the iiland where we were feated, or not far, or at the lea£twife in rev: places 
eIfe, during the time of our abode in tHe country) or of that many) that after gold and 
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1l1vcr was not fo [oon foand, as it was by them looked for, had littl~ or no care of any 
other thing but to pamper their bellies: or of that many w~ich had. httle underftanding, 
lefs Jifcretion, and more tongue than was needful or reqU1{ite. 

Some alfo were of a nice bringing up, only in cities or towns, ot fuch as never (as I 
may fay) had feen the world before. Be~aufe the.re were ~ot ~o be found any 
Englifh cities, nor fu{:h fair houfes, nor at theIr own wIlli, any or theIr old ac\:~fl:omed 
dainty food, nor any foft beds of down or feathers, the country was to them ffilferable, 
and their reports thereof according. I 

Becaufe my purpofe was but in brief to open the caufe of the variety of fuch fpeeches, 
the particularities of them, and of rna.ny ,e:wious, ~alicious, and Handerous repo~·ts and 
devifes elfe, by our own countrymen behtes, as trIfles that are not worthy of wIfe men 
to be thought upon; I mean not to trouble you ,vli:hall, but will pafs to the com
modities, th'e fubnance of that which I have to make relation of unto you. 

the treatife whereof, for your more ready view and ~afier underflanding, I wiII divide 
into three fpecial parts. In the firfl: r will make declaration of fuch commodities there 
already found, or to be raifed, which will not only ferve the ordinary turns of you 
which are and {hall be the planters ann inhabitants; but fuch an overplus fufficiently to 
be yielded, or by men of !kill to be pr9vided, as by way of traffick and exchange with 
our own nation of England will enl'ich your[elyes the providers ~ thofe that !hall deal 
with you, the enterprifers in general, and greatly profit our own countrymen, to fupply 
them with mofl things which heretofore they have been fain to provide either of 
ihangers or of our enemies, which commodities, for diftinaion fake, I call mer
chantable. 

In the fecond I will fet down all the commodities which we know, the country by 
our experience doth yield of itfelf, for viaual and fufrenance of man's life, fuch as are 
ufually fed upon by the inhabitants of the country, as a1fo by us during the time we 
were there. 

In the Ian part I will make mention genenlly of fuch other commodities befides, as 
I am able to remember, and as I {hall think behoveful for thofe that lliall inhabit and 
plant there, to know ot~ which fpecially concern building, as alfo fome other neceffary 
,ufes ; with a brid'defcription of the nature and manners of the people of the country. 

The Firjl Part, of Merchantable Commodities. 

Silk of grafs, or gr~rs-{ilk. There is a kind of grafs in the country, upon the blade~ 
wher~of there groweth very good fil~ in form of a thin glittering ikin, to be ftripped 
off: It groweth two feet aI1d a half hIgh or better; the blades are about two feet in 
length, and half an inch broad. The like groweth in Perfia, which is in the felf fame 
climate as Virginia, of which very many of the fllk works that come from thence into 
Europe are made. 

Hereof if it be planted and ordered as in Perfia, it cannot in reafon he otherwife 
but that there will rif~ in iliort time ~reat profit to the dealers therein, feeing there i~ 
fo gre~t ufe and ver ~ th~i'e?f as w~ll III our c.ount.ry as elfewhere. And by the means 
of fo:vmg and'p~1;m:1g. It III gooll .gr~und; It WIll b~ far better, greater, and more 
plentlfu} ,thelD :,It ~~. Altl:ough not~'·lthitandl.ng the~e IS great flore thereof growing in 
:naL!l J;., ce~ "'to ~he \ '"u;hry naturarly ar~d wlJd, whIch alfo by proof here in England, 
III TI' ""I.g '- p_Le ot .,k g~ograI:', we round to be excellent good. 

~\ or:~~"filr,"' ,~!~ l1:any 0: our JOl~Llles y:e fGund filK " .. rorms fair and great, as big as 
(lUI OfCiH,J.f) \\ _,LLlt::i. AlLhough it l;ath not been our nap to have found fuch plenty 
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a£ elfewhere to be in the country we have heard of, yet -feeing that the country doth 
naturally breed and nourifh them, there is no doubt but if art be added in planting of 
mulberry trees, and others fit for them in commodious places for their fefUlincr ;:q! 

nourifhing,. an~ fome of them carefully gathered and hUibd.nded in th~:t fort,Oas by 
m~n _ of Hall IS known to be nece{fary; there will rife as great profit in time to the 
Vlrgmlans, as thereof doth now to the Perfians, Turks, Italians, and Sp2.niards. 

Flax and Hemp. The' truth is that of hemp and flax there is no great fL,rc in ~ny 
one place together, by reafon it is not planted, but as the foil doth yield it of itfelf, anJ 
how~oe~er the leaf and ftem or ftalk do differ from ours, the fuff by judgment of men 
of fbIlIS altogether as good as ours; and if not as farther proof Ihould find or Oth21-
wile, we have that experience of the foil, as that there cannot be fhewed any reafon to the 
contrary, but that it will grow there excellent well, and by planting will be yielded plen
tifully : feeing there is fo much ground, whereof fome may be applied to fuch purpofes'"; 
What benefit hereof may grow in cordage and linnens, who cannot eanly underib:rnd. 

Allum. There is a vein of earth along the fea coafr, for the fp:lce of 40 or 5° 
miles, whereofby the judgment of fome that have made trial here in England, is made 
good allum, of that kind which is called roch allum. The richnefs of fuch' a commodity 
is fo well known, that I need not to fay any thing thereof. The fame earth doth al!'o 
yield white coprafs, nitrulll, and alumen pIU711Cll17l, but nothing fo plentifully as the 
common allum, which be alfo of price, and profitable. 

Wapeih. A kind of earth fo called by the natural inhabitants, very like teTra 
figillata, and having been refined, it hath been found by fome of our phyficians and 
chirurgions to be of the fame kind of virtue, and more effeetual. The inhabitants 
ufe it very much for the cure of fores and wounds: there is in divers places great 
plenty, and in fome places of a blue fort. 

Pitch, tar, rozen and turpentine. There are thofe kinds of trees which yield them 
:abundantly and great ftore. In the very fame ifland where we were feated, being IS 
miles of length, and five or fix miles in breadth, there are few trees elfe but of the 
fame kind, -the whole if1and being full. 

Saffitfras. Called by the inhabitants Winauk, a kind of wood of moft pleafant and 
fweet fmell, and of moil rare virtues in phyfic for the cure of many difeafes. It is found 
by experience to be far better and of more ufes than the wood which is called guiacum, 
or lignum vitce. For the defcription, the manner of ufing, and the manifold virtues 
thereof, I refer you to the book of Monardes, trani1ated and entitled in Englifh, The 
joyful News from the vVtjl Indies. 

Cedar. A very fweet wood, and fine timber, whereof if nefts of chefrs be there 
made, or timber thereof fitted for fweet and fine bedfteds, tables, delks" lutes, virginals, 
and many things elfe, (of which there hath been proof made already), to make up 
freight with other principal commodities, will yield profit. 

Wine. There are two kinds of grapes that the foil doth yield naturally; the one is 
fmall and four, of the ordinary bignefs as ours in England; the other far greater and of 
itfdf lufcious fweet. When they are planted and hufbanded as they ought, a principal 
commodity of wines by them may be raifed. 

Oil. There are two forts of walnuts, both holding oil: but the one far more plen
tiful than the other. When there are mills and other devices for the purpofe, a com
modity of them may be raifed, becaufe there are infinite frore. There are alfo three 
feveral kinds of berries in the form of oak-acorns, which alfo by the experience and ufe 
of the inhabitants, we find to yield very good and fweet oil. Furthermore, the bears 
(If the country are commonly very fat, and in fOI?e places there are n:any; their 
fat-n.eLs, becauie it is fo liquid, may well be termed 011, and hath many fpeClal ufes. 
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Furs. All along the fea-coaft ther:e are great ft,ore ,of otters, which being taken by 
weares and other engines made for the purpofe, wIll YIeld good profit, We h,ope alfo 
of marten furs, and make nQ doubt by the relation of the people, b~t that m forne 
places of the country there are ftore, although there were but two 0-ms that came tG 
our hands. Luzernes alfo we have underftanding of, although for the tIme we faw none. 

Deer fkins dreifed after the manner of chamois, or undreifed, are to be had of the 
natural inhabitants, thoufands yearly by way of traffick for trifles, and no more wafte 
or fpoil of deer than is and hath been ordinarily in time before. , 

Civet-Cats. In our travels there was found one to have been killed by a favage or 
inhabitant, and in another place the fmell where one or more had lately been befor~, 
whereby we gather, befides than by the relation of the people, that there are fame In 
the country ; good profit will rife by them. 

Iron, In two places of the country fpecially, one about fourfcore and the other 
fixfcore miles from the fort or place where we dwelt, we found near the water fide the 
ground to be rocky, which by the trial of a mineral-man was found to hold iron richly. 
It is found in many places of the country elfe: I know nothing to the contrary, but 
that it may be allowed for a good merchantable commodity, confidering there the fmall 
charge for the labour and feeding of men, the infinite ftore of wood, the want of wood 
and dearnefs thereof in England, and the neceffity of ballafting of iliips. 

Copper. An hundred and fifty miles into the main, in two towns we found with the 
inhabitants divers fmall plates of copper, that had been made as we underftood by the 
inhabitants that dwell further into the country, where as they fay are mountains and 
rivers that yield alfo white grains of metal, which is to be deemed filver. For con
firmation whereof, at the time of our firft arrival in the country, I faw, with fame 
others with me, two fmall pieces of filver grofsly beated, about the weight of a teftron, 
hanging in the ears of a Wiroans, or chief lord that dwelt about fourfcore miles from 
us: of whom through inquiry, by the number of days and the way, I learned that it 
had come to his hands from the fame place or near, wher'e I after underftood the cop
per was made, and the white grains of metal found. The aforefaid copper we alfo 
found by trial to hold filver. 

Pearl. Sometimes in feeding on mufcles we found fame pearl: but it was our hap 
to meet with ragges, or of a pied colour: not having yet difcovered thofe places 
where we heard of better and more plenty. One of our company, a man of fkill in 
fuch matters, had gathered together from among the favage people about five thou
fand: of which number he chafe fo many as made a fair chain, which for their like~ 
nefs and uniformity in roundnefs, orientnefs, and piednefs of many excellent colours, 
with equality in greatnefs, were very fair and rare: and had therefore been prefented 
to Her Majef1:y, had we not by cafualty, and through extremity of a itorm loft them, 
with many things elfe in coming away from the country. 

Sweet g;ums, of divers kinds. And many other apothecary drugs, of which we will 
make fpeClal mention, when we iliall receive it from fuch men of frill in that kind, that 
in U.ing reafonable pains, iliall difcover them more particularly than we have done, 
and than now I can make relation of, for want of the examples I had provided and 
gath~red, a~d are .now loft, wit~ other things, by cafualty before mentioned. 

DIes of dIvers kinds. There IS Shoemake, well known in England for black' the 
feed of an herb cal.led ~afebur, little fmall roots called Chappacor, and the bark ~f the 
tree call~d by the mhabitants Ta~gomockonomindge; which dies are of divers forts of 
red: theIr goodnefs for our Enghili cloths remain yet to be proved. The inhabitants ufe 
th~m only for the dyeing. of hair, and colouring of their faces and mantles made of deer 
fr,ms, and alfo for the dyemg of tuihes, to make artificial works withall in their mats and 
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bafkets: having no other thing befides that they account of, apt to ufe them for. If 
they will not prove merchantable, there is no doubt but the planters there {hall find 
apt ufes for them, as alfo for other colours which we know to be there. 

Woad. A thing of fo great vent and ufes among the Engliili dyers, which cannot 
b~ yielded fuffi~iently in our own country for fpare of ground, me')c be planted in Vir
gInIa, there bemg ground enough. The growth thereof need not to be doubted, when 
as in the iflands of the Azores it groweth plentifully, which are in the fame climate. 
So likewife of madder. 

We carried thither fugar canes to plant, which being not fa well preferved as was 
requifite, and befides the time of the year being paft for their fetting when we arrived, 
we could not make that proof of them as we defired. Notwithftanding feeino- that they 
grow in the fame climate, in the fouth part of Spain and in Barbary, our ho;e in reafon 
may yet continue. So likewife for oranges and lemons. There may be planted alfo 
quinces. Whereby may grow in reafonable time if the aCtion be diligently profecuted, 
no fmall commodities in fugars, f\Jckers, and marmalades. 

Many other commodities by planting may there alfo be raifed, which I leave to your 
difcreet and gentle confiderations : and many alfo may be there, which yet we have 
not difcovered. Two more commodities of great value, one of certainty, and the 
other in hope, not to be planted, but there to be raifed, and in iliort time to be pro
vided and prepared, I might have fpecified. So likewife of thofe commodities already 
fet down, I might have faid more; as of the particular places where they are found, 
and beft to be planted and prepared: by what means, and in what reafonable fpace of 
time they might be raifed to profit, and in what proportion; but becaufe others than 
wellwillers might be therewithall acquainted, not to the good of the aCtion, I have 
wittingly omitted them; knowing that to them that are well difpofed, I have uttered, 
according to my promife and purpofe, for this part fufficient. 

The Second Part; of fuch commodities as Virginia is known to yield for 'ViCluals and 
fuflenance of man's life, zifually fed upon by the natural inhabitants: as alJo ,by us, 
during the time of our abode; and jirjl fur/; as are flwed and huJbanded. 

Pagatour. A kind of grain fa called by the inhabitants; the fame in the Well 
Indies is called Maize. Englifhmen call it Guinea-wheat, or Turkey-wheat, according 
to the names of the countries from whence the like hath been brought. The grain is 
about the fize of our ordinary Engli!h peas, and not much different in form and iliape ; 
but of divers colours, fame white, fome red, fome yellow, and fome blue. All of 
them yield a very white and fweet flour: being ufed according to his kind, it m'lketh a 
very good bread. We made of the fame in the country fome malt, whereof was brewed 
as good ale as was to be defired. So likewife by the help of hops, thereof may be made 
as good beer. It is a grain of marvellous great increafe : of a thoufand, fifteen hun· 
dred, and fome two thoufand fold. There are three forts, of which two are ripe in 
eleven or twelve weeks at the moil:, fometimes in ten, after the time they are fet, and 
are then of height in ftalk about fix or feven foot. The other fort is ripe in fourteen, 
and is about ten feet high; of the ftalks fame bear four heads, fame three, fame 
one, and fome two, every head containing 5, 6, or 700 grains, within a few, 
more or lefs. Of thefe grains, befide bread, the inhabitants make viCtual, either by 
parching them, or feething them whole until they be broken, or boiling of the flour with 
water into a pap. 

Okindgier, called by us beans, becaufe in greatnefs and partly in !hape they are like to 
the beans in England, faving that they are flatter, of more divers colours, and fome pied. 
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The leaf alfo of the !l:em is much different. In tafl:e they are altogether as goo~ as our 
Englilli peas. . .. . 

Wickonzour, called by us peas, m refpeCt of the beans for dIfhnCtlOn fake, becaufe 
they are much lefs although in form. they little differ: but in goodnefs of tafl:e :uu~h 
like and are far better than our Engh!h peafe. Both the beans and peas are npe m 
ten 'weeks after they are fet. They make them viCtual, either by boiling them all to 
pieces into a broth~ or boiling them whole ~ntil they be foft, an~ begin to ~reak, as is 
ufed in England, eIther by themfelves or mixtly together: fometime they mmgle of the 
whe;;tt with them: fometime alfo being whole fodden, they bruife or pound them in a 
mortar, and thereof make loaves or lumps of doughifh. bread, which they ufe to eat for 
variety. 

Macokuer, according to their feveral forms, called by us pompions, melons, and 
gourds becaufe they are of the like forms as thofe kinds in England. In Virginia fuch 
of feve:al forms are of one tafl:e, and very good, and do alfo fpring from one feed. 
There are of two forts, one is ripe in the fpace of .a month, and the other in two 
months. 

There is an herb which in Dutch is called Melden. Some of thofe that I defcribe-it 
unto take it to be a kind of Drage : it groweth about four or five foot high; of the 
feed 'thereof they make a thick broth, and pottage of a' very good tafl:e : of the ftalk by 
burning it into allies they make a kin~d of faIt earth, wherewith many ufe fometimes to 
feafon their broths: other faIt they know not. We ourfelves ufed the leaves alfo, for 
pot herbs. 

There is alfo another great herb, in form of a marigold, about fix foot in height,. 
the head with the flower is a fpat; in breadth. Some ,take it to be planta fo/is: of the 
feeds hereof they make both a kmd of hread and broth. 

All the aforefaid commodities for viCtual are fet or fowed; fometimes in grounds 
apart and feverally by themfelves, but for the mofl: parf together in one ground mixtly : 
the manner thereof, with the dreffing and preparing of the ground, becaufe I will not 
unto you the fertility of the foil, I think good briefly to defcribe. 

The ground they never fatten with much dung, or any other thing, neither plough 
nor dig it as we in England, but only prepare it in fort as followeth. A few days. 
before they fow or fet, the men with wooden infl:ruments made almofl: in form of mat
tocks or hoes with long handles; the women with !hort peekers or parers, becaufe they 
ufe them fitting, of a foot long, and about five inches in breadth, do only break the 
upper part of the ground to raife up the weeds, grafs, and old {tubs of corn ftalkswith 
their roots. The which after a day or two days drying in the fun, being fcraped up 
into many fmall heaps, to fave them labour for carrying of them, they burn into aihes. 
And whereas fome may think that they ufe the allies for to better the ground, I fay that 
then they would either difperfe the allies abroad, which we obferved they do not, 
except the heaps be too great, or elfe would take fpecial care to fet their corn where
the allies lie, which alfo we find they are carelefs of. And this is all the hufbanding of 
their ground that they ufe. 

Then their fetting or f~wing is after this manner: firft, for their corn, beginning in 
0r:e corner of the plot, wIth a pecker they make a hole? wherein they put four grains, 
w~th care that they ~ouch not one another (about an 111ch afunder), and cover them 
\~lth the mould aga111, and fa throu~hou~ the whole plot, making fuch holes, and 
ufing t~~rr: after fuch manner, but with thIS regard, that they be made in ranks, every 
rank dlfienng fro~1 the other.hal~ a fathom or a yard, and the holes alfo in every rank 
as much. By thlS means there IS a yard fquare ground between every hole; where 
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~ccording to difcretion here and there, they fet as many beans and peafeo-: in divers 
places alfo among the feeds of macocquer, melden and planta jolis. 

Th,e ,ground being thus fet according to the rate by us experimented, an Engli!h acre 
contammg forty perches in length, and four in breadth, doth there yield in crof or of 
come of corn, beans and peafe, at the leaft 200 London Qu!hels, befides the macocquer, 
melden and J?lanta jotis: when as in England 40 bu!hels of our wheat yielded qut of 
fuch an acre IS thought to be much. 

I thought alfo good to note this unto you, that you which !hall inhabit and plant 
there, may know how fpecially that country corn is there to be preferred before ours: 
befides the manifold ways in applying it to viaual, the increafe is fa much, that fmall 
labour and pains is needful in ref pea of that which muft be ufed for ours. For this I 
can aifure you, that according to the rate we have made proof of, one man may pre
pare and hufband fa much ground (haying once borne corn before) with lefs than 24 

hours labour, as !hall yield him viaual in a large proportion for a twelvemonth,. if he 
have nothing elfe but that which the fame ground will yield, and of that kind only 
which I have before fpoken of: the faid ground being alfo but of 25 yards fquare. 
And if need require, but that there is ground enough, there might be raifed out of one 
and the felf.fame ground two harveft or of. comes : for they fow or fet, and may at any 
time when they think good, from the midft of March until the end of June: fo that 
they alfo fet when they have eaten of their firft crop. In fome places of the country 
notwithftanding they have two harvefts, as we have heard, out of OIl-: and the fame 
ground. 

For Engli!h corn neverthele[s, whether to ufe or not to ufe it, you that inhabit may 
do as you i11all have further caufe to think beft. Of the gICiwth you need not to' 
doubt: for barley, oats, and peafe, we have feen proof ot~ not being purpofely fown, 
but fallen cafually in the worft fort of ground, and yet to be as fair as any we have ever 
feen here in England. But of wheat, becaufe it was mufly, and had taken falt.water, 
we could make no trial, and of rye we had none. Thus much have I digreiTed, and 
I hope not unneceiTclrily: now will I return again to my cour[e, anu intreat of that 
which yet remaineth, appertaining to this chapter. 

There is an herb which is fowed apart by itfelf, and is called by the inhabitants 
uppowoc: in the Weil: Indies it hath divers names, according to the feveral places and
countries where it groweth and is ufed; the Spaniards generally call it TAB,\CCO, The 
leaves thereof being dried, and brought into powder, they ufe to take the fume or fmoke 
thereof, by fucking it through pipes made of clay, into their ftomach and head; from 
whence it purgetll fuperfluous phlegm a?d other gro[s humours, and openeth all the 
pores and paiTages of the body: by whlCh means the ufe thereof not only preferveth 
the body from obflruaions, but alfo (if any be, fo that they have not been of too 
long continuance) in !hort time breaketh them; whereby their bodies are notably pree 
ferved in.health, and know not lllany grievous difeafes, wherewithal we in England 
are oftentimes affiiaed. 

This uppowoc is of fo precious eftimation among them, that they think their gods are 
marvelloufly delighted therewith: whereupon fometime they make hallowed fires, and 
caft fome of the powder therein for a facrifice: being in a florm upon the waters, to 
pacify their gods, they caft fome up into ~he air a.nd into th.e water; fo a weare for fii11 
being newly fet up, they cail: fome therem and mto the aIr: alfo after an efcape of 
danger, they caft fome into the air likewife: but all done with flrange veflures, flamp~ 
ing, fometimes dancing, clapping of hands, h,olding up of hands, an~ Haring "'P into 
the heavens, uttering therewlthal, and chattenng fhange words and nOlfes. 

VV'f:; 
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We ourfelves during the time we were there, ufed to fuck it after their manner; 
as alfo fince our'return and have found rflany rare and wonderful experiments of the 
virtues thereof: of which the relation would require a volume by itfelf: the ufe of it 
by fa many of late, men and women of great calling, as elfe, and fame learned phyfi .. 
cians alfo, is fuflicient witnefs. 

And thefe are all the commodities for fufl:enance of life, that I know and can 
remember, they ufe to hufband: all elfe that follow, are found growing naturally 
or wild. 

OF ROOTS. 

Openauk are a kind of roots of round form, fame of the big:nefs of wa~nuts, fame 
far greater, which are found in maiD: and madh grounds, ~rowmg I?any t?gether one 
by another in ropes, as though they were fafl:ened with a fl:rIng. Bemg boIled or fad. 
den, they are very good 'meat. Monardes calleth thefe roots beads, or Peter nofiri of 
Santa Helena. 

Okeepenauk are alfo of round fhape, found in dry grounds: fame are of the bignefs 
of a man's head. They are to be eaten as they are taken out of the ground; for by 
reafon of their drynefs they will neither roafl: nor feethe. Their tafl:e is not fa good as 
of the former roots: notwithfl:anding for want of bread, and fometimes for variety, the 
inhabitants ufe to eat them with fifh or flefh, and in my judgment they do as well as the 
houfehold bread made of rye here in England. 

Kaifhucpenauk, a white kind of roots, about the bignefs of hen's eggs, and near of 
that form: their tafl:e was pot fa good to our feeming as of the other, and therefore 
their place and manner of growing not fa much cared for by us. The inhabitants, 
notwithftanding, ufed to boil and eat many. 

Tfinaw, a kind of root much like unto that which in England is called the China 
root, brought from the Eaft Indies. And we know not any thing to the contrary but 
that it may be of the fame kind. Thefe roots grow many together in great clufl:ers, 
and do bring forth a brier fl:alk, but the leaf in {hape far unlike: Which being fup. 
ported by the trees it groweth nearefl: unto, will reach or climb to the top of the highefl:. 
From thefe roots while they be new or frefh, being chopped into fmall pieces, and 
{tamped, is ftrained with water a juice that maketh bread, and alfo being boiled, a 
very good fpoon-meat in manner of a jelly, and is much better in tafl:e, if it be tern· 
pered with oil. This Tfinaw is not of that fort, which by fame was caufed to be 
brought into England for the China-root: for it was difcovered fince, and is in ufe as 
is aforefaid: but that which was brought hither is not yet known, neither by us nor 
by the inhabitants, to ferve for any ufe or purpofe, although the roots in {hape are 
very like. 

Cofcuibaw fame of our company took to be that kind of root which the Spaniards 
in the Weft Indies call caifavy, whereupon alfo many called it by that name; it grow. 
eth in very muddy pools, and moift grounds. Being dreifed according to the country 
manner, it maketh a good bread, and alfo a good fpoon-meat, and is ufed very much 
by the inhabitants. The juice of this root is poifon, and therefore heed muft be taken 
before any thing be made therewithal, either the roots muft be firft fliced and dried in 
the fun,. or by the fire, and then being pounded into flour, will make good bread; or 
elfe whIle they a~e green they are to be par.e~, cut in pieces, and ftamped: loaves of 
the. fame to be laId near or over the fire un~Illt be four; and then being well pounded 
agam, bread or fpoon-meat very good III tafte, and wholefome, may be made 
thereof. 

Habafcon 
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Habafcon is a root of hot tafte, almoft of the form and bignefs of a parfnip: of itfelf 
it is no viCtual, but only a help, being boiled together with olher meats. 

There are alfo leeks, differing little from ours in England, that grow in manv places 
of the country: of which \V"hen we came in places where they were, we gathe"red and 
eat many, but the natural inhabitants never. 

OF FRUITS. 

Cheftnuts. There are in divers places great ftore: fame they ufe to eat raw; fame 
they ftamp and boil to make fpoon-meat, and with fame being fadden, they make fnch 
a manner of dough bread as they ufe of their beans before mentioned. 

Walnuts. There are two kinds of walnuts, and of them infinite ftore: in many places, 
where are very great woods for many miles together, the third part of trees are walnut 
trees. The one kind is of the fame tafte and form, or little differing from ours of 
England, but that they are larger and thicker fuelled: the other is greater, and hath 
a very ragged and hard ihell; but the kernel great, very oily and fweet. Befides their 
eating of them after our ordinary manner, they break them wirh :!lones, and pound 
them in mortars with water, to make a milk which they ufe to put into fome forts of 
their fpoon-meat: alfo among the fodden wheat, peafe, beans, and pompio1ls, which 
maketh them have a far more pleafant tafte. 

Medlars, a kind of very good fruit: fo called by us chiefly for thefe refpeCts: firfl: 
in that they are not good until they be rotten, then in that day they open at the head 
as our medIal'S, and are about the fame bignefs: otherwife in tafte and colour they are 
far different; for they are as red as cherries and very fweet; but whereas the cherry is 
fharp fweet, they are lufcious fweet. 

Mutaquefunnauk, a kind of pleafant fruit, almoft of the ihape and bignefs of Englifh 
pears, but that they are of a perfeCt red colour as well within as without. They grow 
on a plant whofe leaves are very thick, and full of prickles as iharp as needles. Some 
that have been in the Indies, where they have feen that kind of red dye of great price, 
which is called cochinil, to grow, do defcribe its plant right like unto this mutaquefun
nauk: but whether it be the true cochinil, or a baftard or wild kind, it cannot yet be 
certified, feeing that alfo, as I heard, coehinil is not of the fruit, but found on the 
leaves of the pl~mt: which leaves for fuch matter we have not fa fpecially obferved. 

Grapes there are of two forts, which I mentioned in the merchantable commodities. 
Strawberries there are as good and as great as thofe which we have in our Englifh 

gardens. 
Mulberries, apple-crabs, hurts or hurtleberries, fueh as we have in England. 
Sacquenummener, a kind of berries almoft like unto capers, but fomewhat greater, 

which grow together in clufrers upon a plant or herb that is found in !hallow waters, 
being boiled eight or nine hours, according to their kind, are very good meat and 
wholefome, otherwife if they be eaten they will make a man for the time frantiek or 
extremely lick. 

There is a kind of reed, which beareth a feed almoft like unto our rye or wheat, 
and being boiled is good meat. 

In our travels in fome places we found wild peafe, like unto ours in England, but 
that they were lefs, which are alfo good meat. 
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OF A KIND OF FRUIT OR BERRY, IN FORM OF ACORNS. 

There is a kind of berry or acorn, of which there are five forts that gro,?" on fevcral 
kinds of trees; the one is called fagatamener, the fecond ofamener, the thu'd p~mmu
choner~ Thefe kind of <'corns they ufe to dry upon hurdles made of reeds, WIth fire 
underneath, almoft after the manner as we dry malt in England. When they a,re to 
be ufed, they firft water them until they be f.Jft, and then being fod, they make a good 
\·i8:ual, either to eat fo fimply, or elfe being alfo pounded to make loaves or lumps of 
bread. Thefe be alfo the three kinds, of which I faid before the inhabitants u[ed to 
make fweet oil. 

Another fort is called fapummener, which teing boiled or parched, doth eat and 
tafie like unto chefinuts. They fometimes alfo make bread of this fort. 

The fifth fort is called mangummenauk, and is the acorn of their kind of oak, the 
"<shieh being dried after the manner of the firft forts, and afterward watered, they boil 
them, and their fervants or fometimes the chiefs themfelves, either for variety or for 
want of bread, do eat them with their fiih or Belli. 

OF BEASTS. 

Deer. In fame places there are great ftore: near unto the rea-coaft, they are of the 
ordinary bignefs of ours in England, and fame lefs: but further up into the country, 
where there is better food, they are greater; they differ from ours only in this, their 
tails are longer, and the fnags of their horns look backward. , 

Conies. Thofe that we have feen, and all that we can hear of are of a grey colour 
like unto hares: in fame places there are fuch plenty that all the people of fome towns 
make them mantles of the fur or flue of the fkins of thofe which they ufually take. 

Saquenuckat and maquowoc, two kinds of fmall beans greater than conies, which are 
very good meat. We never took any of them ourfelves, but fometime eat of fuch 
as the inhabitants had taken and brought unto us. 

Squirrels which are of a grey colour we have taken and eaten. 
Bears, which are of black colour. The bears of this country are good meat. The 

inhabitants in time of winter do ufe to take and eat many; fo alfo fometimes did we. 
They are taken commonly in this fort. In fame iilands or places where they are, being 
hunted for, as foon as they have fpyal of a man, they prefently run away, and then 
being chafed, they climb and get up the next tree they can, from whence with arrows 
they are ihot down ftark dead, or with thofe wounds that they may after eafily be killed. 
We fometime iliot them down with our calivers. 

I have the names of 28 feveral forts of beans, which I have heard of to be here and 
there difperfed in the country, efpecially in the main; of which there are only 12 kinds 
that we hav: yet difcovered, and of thofe that be good meat, \ve know only them 
before mentIOned. The inhabitants fornetirnes kill the lion and eat him' and we fome
time as they came to our hands of the woolues or wolfiih dogs, which i have not fet 
down for good meAt, left that fame would underftand my judgment therein to be more 
fimple than ne~deth, although I could alledge the difference in tafte of thofe kinds 
from ours, whIch by fome of our company have been experimented in both. • 
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OF FOWL. 

. 'turkey-cocks and turkey-hens, fiock-doves, partridges, cranes, herons, and in 
wmter great fiore of fwans and geefe. Of all forts of fowl I have the names in the 
country language of four-fcore and fix, of which number, befides thofe that be named, 
we hav~ tak~n, eaten, and have the piCtures as they were there drawn, with the names 
of the mhabitants, of feveral ftrange fort of water-fowl eight, and feventeen kinds more 
o~ land-fowl; although we have feen, and eaten of many more, which for want of 
lelfure there for the purpofe, could not be pictured: and after we are better furnifhed 
and ftored upon further difcovery with their ftrange beafrs, fifh, trees, plants and 
herbs, they {hall be alfo publifhed. -

There are alfo parrots, falcons, and marlin hawks, which although with us they be 
not ufed for meat, yet for other caufes I thollght good to mention. 

OF FISH. 

For four months of the year, February, March, April and May, there are plenty 
of fturgeons; and alfo in the fame months of herrings; fome of the ordinary bignef3 
of ours in England, but the mofr part far greater, of r 8, 20 inches, and fome two feet 
in length and better; both thefe kinds of fifh in thofe months are moil: plentiful, and 
in beft feafon, which we found to be moft delicate and pleafant meat. 

There are alfo trouts, porpqifes, rayes, old.wives, mullet, plaice, and very many 
other forts of excellent good fifh, which we have taken and eaten, whofe names I 
know not, but in the country language: we have the piCtures of 12 forts more, as 
they were drawn in the country with their names. 

The inhabitants ufe to take them two manner of ways: the one is by a kind of wear 
made of reeds, which in that country are very ftrong: the other way which is more 
{!:range, is with poles made {harp at one end, by fhooting them into the fith, after the 
manner as Iri{hmen caft darts, either as they are rowing in their boats, or eIfe as they 
are wading in the fhallows for the purpofe. 

There are alfo in many places plenty of thefe kinds which follow. 
Sea-crabs, fuch as we have in England. 
Oyfters, fome very great, and fome fmall, fome round and fome of a long lhape : 

they are found both in falt-water and brackifh, and thofe that we had out of faIt-water 
are far better than the other, as in our country. 

Alfo mufcles, fcallops, perriwinkles, and crevifes. 
Seekanauk, a kind of crufty fhell-fifh, which is good meat, about a foot in breadth, 

having a crufty tail, many legs like a crab, and her eyes in her back. They are found 
in ihallows of waters, and fometime on the {hore. 

There are many tortoifes both of land and fea kind, their backs and bellies are lhel1ed 
very thick; their head, feet, and tail, which are in appearance, fee'll ugly, as though 
they were members of a ferpent, or venomous beafts; but notwithnanding they are 
very good meat, as alfo their eggs. Some have been found of a yard in breadth and 
better. 

And thus have I made relation of all forts of viCtual that we fed upon for the time 
we were in Virginia, as alfo the inhabitants themfelves; as far forth as I know and can 
remember, or that are fpecially worthy to be remembered. 

VOL. XII. 4 H 
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The Third and lafl Part; of fuch other thi.ngs as are behoveJul for thofe which jhall plant 
and inhabit to know of, with a deftription of the Nature and Manners of the PefJ}!c ~l 
the Country. 

OF COMMODITIES FOR BUILDING AND OTHER NECESSARY USES. 

Thofe other things which I am now to make ~ehearfal of, are fuch ~s concern 
building, and other mechanical neceffary ures, as dIvers forts .of trees for ho~fe and 
{hip timber, and other ufes eIfe: alfo hme, fione, and brIck, left t~a~ bemg not 
mentioned, fame might have been doubted of, or by. fome that are malIcIOUS the con
trary reported. 

Oaks there are as fair, firaight, tall, and as good timber as any can be, and alfo 
great fiore, and in fame places very great. 

Walnut trees as I have faid before very many, fame have been feen of excellent fair 
timber of four and five fathoms, and above four-fcore feet ftraight without bough. 

Fir trees fit for malls for {hips, fame very tall and great. 
Rakiock, a kind of trees fa called that are fweet wood, of which the inhabitants that 

were near unto us, do commonly make their boats or canoes of the form of troughs, 
only with the help of fire, hatchets of frone and {hens: we have known fame fo great, 
being made in that fort of one tree, that they have carried well 20 men at once, belides 
much baggage; the timber being great, tall, ihaight, foft, light, and yet tough 
enough I think (befides other ufes) to be fit alfo for mafis of ihips. 

Cedar, a fweet wood, good for cielings, chefis, boxes, bed-fteads, lutes, virginals, 
;md many things elfe, as I have alfo faid before. Some of our company which have 
wandered in fame places where I have not been, have made certain affirmation of 
cyprefs, which for fuch and other excellent ufes, is alfo a wood of price and no fmall 
efiimation. 

Maple, and alfo Wich-hazle, whereof the inhabitants ufe to make their bows. 
Holly, a neceffary thing for the making of bird-lime. 
Willows, good for the making of weares to take fiih after the Englifh manner, 

although the inhabitants ufe only reeds, which becaufe they are fa ftrong are not 
flexible, do ferve for that turn very well and fufficiently. 

Beech and aih, good for caik hoops, and if need require, plow work, as alfo for 
many things elfe. 

Elm, faffafras trees. 
Afc.opo, a kind of tre.e very like unto la~rel, the bark is hot in tafte, and {picy; it is 

very lIke to that tree whIch Monardes defcnbeth to be cqffza lignea of the Weft Indies. 
There are many other ftrange trees whofe names I know not but in the Vin:rinian 

language, of which I am not now able, neither is fa convenient for the pref;nt to 
trouble you with particular relation; feeing that for timber and other neceffary ufes I 
have named fuffiClent. And of many of the reft, but that they may be applied to 
good ufe, I know no caufe to doubt. 

Now for fione, brick, and lime, thus it is. Near unto the fea-eoan: where we dwelt 
there are no bnd of fiones to be found (except a few fmall pebbles about four miles off) 
but fuch as ha~e been brought from further out of the main. In fame of our voyages 
'We have feeo d:vers ha:d ra~gy fiones, grea~ pebbles, and a kind of grey ftone like unto 
marble, of which the mhabltants make theIr !:::atchets to cleave wood. Upon enquiry 

we 
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we heard that a little further up into the country were of all forts very many, although 
of quarries they are ignorant, neither have they ule of any ftore whereupon they 
ihould have occafion to feek any. For if eyery houfehold have one or two to crack 
nuts, grind [hells, whet copper, and fometimes other feones for hatchets, they have 
enough; neither ufe they any digging, but only for graves about three foot deep : and 
therefore no marvel that they know neither quarries, nor lime feones, which both may 
be in places nearer than they wot of. 

In the mean time until there be difcovery of fufficient feore or fame place or other 
convenient, the want of you, which are and {hall be planters therein, may be as well 
fupplied by brick; for the making whereof in divers places of the country there is 
clay, both excellent good, and plenty, and alfo by lime made of oyfrer i11ells, and of 
others, burnt, after manner as they ufe in the il1es of Thanet and Shepy, and alfo in 
divers other places of England: which kind of lime is well known to be as good as 
any other: and of oyfrer [hells there is plenty enough: for befides divers other 
particular places where are abundance, there is one [hallow found along the coafr. 
where for the fpace of many miles together in length, and two or three miles in 
breadth, the ground is nothing elfe, being but half a foot or a foot under water for 
mofr part. 

Thus much can I fay further more of ftones, that about 120 miles from our fort, near 
the water in the fide of a hill, was found by a gentleman of our company, a great vein 
of hard ragge frones, which I thought good to remember unto you. 

OF THE NATURE AND MANXERS OF THE PEOPLE. 

It refreth I fpeak a word or two of the natural inhabitants, their nature and manners;; 
leaving large difcourfe thf'reof until time more convenient hereafter: now only fo far 
forth, as that you may know, how that they in refpeCt of troubling our inhabiting and 
planting, are not to be feared, but that they {hall have caufe both to fear and love us, 
that [hall inhabit with them. 

They are a people cloathed with loofe mantles made of deer {kins, and aprons of the 
fame round about their middles; all elfe naked, of fuch a difference of fratures only as 
we in England, having no edge tool or weapons of iron or freel to offend us withall ; 
neither know they how to make any; thofe weapons that they have are only bows, 
made of wich-hazel, and arrows of reeds, flat edged truncheons, alfo of wood about 
a yard long, neither have they anx thin~ to defend themf~lves but targets made of 
barks, and fame arm ours made of frIcks wICkered together WIth thread. 

Their towns are but fmall, and near the fea coafr but few, fome containing but 10 

or 12 houfes, fome 20; the greatefr that we have feen hath been but of 30 houfes: 
if they be walled, it is only done with barks of trees made faft to the frakes, or elfe with 
poles only, fixed upright and clofe one by apoth.er. . . 

Their houfes are made of fmall polef:, made taft 111 the tops 111 round form, after the 
manner as it is ufed in many arbors in our gardens of England, in mofr towns covered 
with barks and in fame with artificial mats made of long rufhes, from the tops of the 
houfes down to the ground. The length of them is commonly double to the breadth, 
in fome places they are but 12 and 16 yards long, and in other fome we have feen of 2+. 

In fome places of the country, one only town b.elongeth to t.he government of a 
Wiroans or chief lord, in fome other two or three; 111 fome fix, eIght, and more: the 
greateft: Wiroans that -yet we had dealing with, had but 18 towns in his government, 
and able to make not above 7 or 800 fighting men at the molt. The language of every 

4 H 2 government 
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government is different from any other, and the further they are dillant, the greater 
is the difference. 

Their manner of wars among£l themfelves, is either by fudden furprifing one another 
moft commonly about the dawning of the day, or moonli.ght, or elfe by ambuthes, 
or fame fubtle devifes. Set battles are very rare, except It fall out where there are 
many trees, where ~ither ~art may have forri~ hope of defence, after the delivery of 
every arrow, in leapmg behmd fome or other. 

If there fall out any wars between us and them what there fight. i~ li~ely to be, we 
having advantages againft them f? many manner of ways, as by dl~clplme, or £lrange 
weapons and devifes e~fe, efpeClally ord~ance great and fmall? It may ea~ly be 
imagined; by the expenence we have had m fame places, the turmng up of theIr heels 
arrainft us in running away, was their beft defence. 

'- In ref DCa of us, they are a people poor, and for want of {kill and judgment in the 
knowled~e and ufe of our things, do e£leem our trifles before things of greater value: 
notwithfi~nding in their proper manner (confidering the want of fuch means as we 
have), they feem very ingenious; for though they have no fuch tools, nor any fuch 
crafts, fciences and arts as we, yet in thofe things they do, they thew excellence of wit. 
And by how much they upon due confideration {hall find our manner of know ledges 
and crafts to exceed theirs in perfeaion, and fpeed for doing execution, by fa much the 
more is it probable that they {hould defire our friendfhip and love, and have the 
greater refpea for pleafing and obeying us: whereby may be hoped, if means of good" 
government be ufed, that they may in thort time be brought to civility, and the em
bracing of true religion. 

Some religion they have already, which although it be far from the truth,yet being as 
it is, there is hope it may be the eaGer and fooner reformed. 

They believe that there are many gods, which they call Mantoac, but of different 
forts and degrees, one only chief and great God, which hath been from all eternity. 
Who, as they ,!-,ffirm, when he purpofed to make the world, made fidl: other gods of a 
principal order, to be as means and in£lruments to be ufed in the creation and govern
ment to follow, and after the fun, moon and £lars as petty gods, and the in£lruments 
of the 'Other order more principal. Firft (they fay) were made waters, out of which 
by the gods was made all diverfity of creatures that are vifible or invifible. 

For mankind they fay a woman was firft made, which by the working of one of the 
gods, conceived and brought forth children: and in fuch fort they fay they had their 
beginning. But how many years or ages have paffed fince, they fay they can make 
no relation, having no letters nor other fuch means as we to keep records of the par-
ticulars of times pafl:, but only tradition from father to fan. . 

They think that all the gods are of human {hape. and therefore they reprefent them 
by images in the form of men, which they call Kewafowok, one alone is called Kewas 
them they ~lace in houfes appropriate, or temples, which they call Machicornuck, wher~ 
they worthlp, pray, fing, and make many times offering unto them. In fame Machi
comuck we have feen but one Kewas, in fame two, and in fame other three. The 
common fort think them to be alfo gods. 

They believe alfo the immortality of the foul, that after this life as foon as the foul is 
departed from the body, according to the works it hath done' it is either carried fo 
heaven. the habitacle . of gods, :here to er:joy perpetual life and' happinefs, or elfe to a 
great pIt or hole, wh~ch they thmk to .be m the farthe£l parts of their part of the world 
toward~ the fun-fet, tnere to burn contmually: the place they call Popoguifo 

For 
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For the confirmation of this opinion, they told me two fl:ories of two men that had 
been lately dead and revived again: the one happened but a few years before our 
coming into the country, of a wicked man which having been dead and buried, the 
next day the earth of the grave been feen to move, was taken up ag-ain, who made 
declaration where his foul had been, that is to fay, very near entering

L 

into Popoguifo 
h~d not one of the Gods faved him, and gave him leave to return again, and teach his 
friends what they fhould do to ~l.void that terrible place of torment. 

The other happen(~d in the fame year we were there, but in a town that was 60 miles 
from us, and it was told me for {!:range news, that one being dead, buried, and taken 
up again as th,e firfl:, {hewed that although his body had lain dead in the grave, yet 
hIS foul was ahve, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on both fides whereof 
grew mofl: delicate and pleafant trees, bearing more rare and excellent fruits, than ever 
he had feen before, or was able to exprefs, and at length came to mof!: brave and fair 
houfes, near which he met his father that had been dead before, who gave him great 
charge to go back again, and (hew his friends what good rhey were t:) do to enjoy the 
pleafures of that place, which when he had done he {hould after come again. 
i. What fllbtlety foever be in the Wi roans and priefls, this opinion worketh fo much in 
many of the common and fimple fort of people, that it maketh them have great refpecr 
to their governors, .and alfo great care what they do, to avoid torment after death, and 
to enjoy blifs, although notwithflanding there is punifhment ordained for nulefaCtors, 
as fl:ealers, whoremongers, and other forts of wicked doers, fome punifhed with death, 
fome with forfeitures, fame with beating, according to the greatnefs of the faCts. 

And this is the fum of their religion, which I learned by having fpecial familiarity with 
fome of their priefls; wherein they were not fo fure grounded, nor gave fucn credit to 
their traditions and fiories, but through converfing with us they were brought into great 
doubt of their own, and no fmall admiration of ours, with earnefl: defire in many to learn 
more than we had means for want of perfeCt utterance in their language, to exprefs. 

Mon things they faw with us, as mathematical infiruments, fea compaffes, the virtues 
of the load fl:one in drawing iron, a perfpeCtive glafs whereby ,':as {hewed many f1:range 
fights, burning glaiTes, wild fire works, guns, books, writing and reading, fpring 
clocks, that feemed to go of themfelves, and many other things that we had, were fo 
{hange unto them, and fo far exceeded their capacities to comprehend the reafon and 
means lXll:1 !c.J\'[ !hey fhoule! be made and done, that they thought they were rather the 
,"vorks of (rods than of men, or at the leafnvife, they had been given and taught us of 
the gods ;0 which ".,J", many of them to have fuch opinion of U~, that if they knew not 
the truth of God aIlJ relizion already, it was rather to be had from us, whom God fo 
fpetially loved, than from a people that were:: fo fi~nple, as, they found themfelves to be 
in comparifon of us: whereupon greater credIt was gIven unto that we fpake of, 
concerning fuch matters. . 

Many times and in every town where I came, accordm2' as I was able, I made decIn
ration of the contents of the Bible, that therein was fet forth the true and only God, 
and his mighty works, that therein was contained the true doctrine of falvation 
through Chrifl:, with many particularities of 111ir~cles and chief points of religion, as I 
was able then to utter and thought fit for the tIlne. And although I told them the 
book materially and of itfelf was not of any fuch virtue, as I thought they did conceive, 
but only the doCtrine therein contained, yet would many t-e glad to to~ch it, to ~m~race 
it, to kifs it, to hokl it to their breafls and heads, .and ~[()l~e over all theIr body wIth It, to 
{hew their hungry defire of that knowledge whICh was fpoken of. 

The 
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The \Yiroans with whom we dealt called Wingina, and many of his people would 
be glad many times to be ",·ith us at ?ur prayers, a~d many times ~all upon us both in 
his own town, and alfo in others whlther he fometlmes accomp~med us, to pray and 
D.'ng pfak'ns, hoping thereby to be partaker of the fame effects whlch we by that means 
alfo expeded. . . 

Twice this 'Wiroan was fa grievoufly: £lck ,tha~ he was lIke. to. die, and as. he lay 
languifhing, doubting of any help by hls own pnefts, and thmkmg he was m fuch 
danger for ofFending us and thereby our God.' fen~ for fame of us. to p~ay and be a 
means to our God that it would pleafe hlm eIther that he mlght bve, or after 
death dwell with him in blifs; fa likewife were the requefts of many others in the 
like cafe. 

On a time alfo when their corn began to~wither by rea,fon of a d~ought wh~ch hap. 
pened extraordinarily, fearing that it had come to pafs by reafon that m fame thmg they 
had difpleafed us, many would come to us and defire us to pray t~ our God of England,. 
that he would prererve their corn, promifing that when it was npe we alfo ihould be 
partakers of the fruit. 

There could at no time happen any fl:range ficknefs, lolfes, hurts, or any other crofs 
unto them, but that they would impute to us the caure or means thereof, for offending 
or not pleafing us. One other rare and fl:range accident, leaving others, will I mention 
before I end, which moved the whole country that either knew or heard of us, to have 
us in wonderful admiration. 

There was no town where we had any fubtle devife practifed againfl: us, we leaving 
it unpuniflled or not revenged (becaufe we fought by all means pollible to win them by 
gentlenefs) but than within a few days after our departure from every fuch town, the 
people began to die very faft, and many in {hart fpace, in fome towns about 20, in 
fame 40, and in [orne fix fcore, which in truth was very many in refpecr of their num
bers. This happened in no place that we could learn, but where we had been, where 
they ufed fome praCtice againl1 us, and after fuch time. 

The difeafe was alfo fo fl:range, that they neither knew what it was, nor how to 
cure it, the like by report of the oldeft men in the country never happened before time 
out of mind. A thing fpecially obferved by us, as alfo by the natural inhabitants 
themfelves : infomuch that when fome of the inhabitants who were our friends, and 
efpecially the Wiroans, Wingina, had obferved fuch effects in four or five towns to 
follow their wicked praCtices, they were perfuaded that it was the work of our God 
through our means, and that we by him might kill and flay whom we would without 
weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon when it had happened that they 
had underfianding that any of their enemies had abufed us in our journies; hearing 
that we had wrought no revenge with our weapons, and fearing upon fome caufe the 
matter fuould fo refl:; did come and entreat us that we would be a means to our 
God, that ~hey, as others that had. dealt ill with us, might in like fort die, alledging 
how much It would be for our credlt and profit, as alfo theirs, and hoping furthermore 
that we would do fo much at their requefts in refpeCt of the friendfuip we proferred 
them. 

Whofe entreaties. altho~gh we fuewed that they were ungodly, affirming that our 
God :would not fubJett hlmfelf to any fuch prayers and requefl:s of men; that indeed 
all t~mg::; have been, and were to be don: according to his good pleafure as he had 
ordamed; and that we to {hew ourfelves hIS true fervants ought rather to make petition 
t~ the contrary, that t~ey. wi~h them might live together with us, be made partakers of 
hIS truth, and ferve hIm In nghteoufnefs, but notwithfl:anding in fuch fort, that we 
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refer that, as all other things, to be done according to his divine wiII and pIeafure and 
as by his wifdom he had ordained to be beft. ' 

Yet becaufe the effect fell. out fa fuddenlyand iliortly after according to their defires, 
they thought neverthelefs It came to pafs by our means, and that we in ufinrr fuch 
fpeeches ~nto t~em, did but diifemble the matter, and therefore came unto us t~ give 
us thanks III theIr manner, that although we fatisfied them not in promife yet in deeds 
and effect we had fulfilled their defires. ' 

This miraculous accident, . in all the country wrought fo :O:range opinions of us, that 
fome people could not tell whether to think us gods or men, and the rather becaufe 
that all the fpace of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours was kuO\vn to die or that 
was fpecially fick: they noted alfo that we had no women amongfl: us, neit!1er'that we 
did care for any of theirs. 

Some therefore were of opinion, that we were not born of women, and therefore 
not mortal, but that we were men of an old generation many years paft, then rifen again 
to imrportality. 

Some would likewife [eem to prophecy, that there were more of our generation yet 
to :ome to kill theirs and take their places, as fome thought the purpofe was, by that 
whIch was already done. Thofe that were immediately to come after us they imagined 
to be in the air, yet invifible and without bodies, and that they by our entreaty and for 
the love of us, did make the people to die in that fort as they did, by {hooting invifible 
bullets into them. . 
I To confirm this opinion, their phyficians (to excufe their ignorance in curing the 
difeafe) would not be aihamed to fay, but earnefi:ly make the people believe, that the 
firings of blood that they fucked out of the fick bodies, were the things wherewith~,ll 
the invifible balls were tied and cart. Some alfo thought that we iliot them ourfelves out 
of our pieces, from the place where we dwelt, and killed the people in any town that 
had offended us, as we liIted, how far diftant from us foever it v;erc. And other fome 
faid that it was the fpecial work of God for our fakes, as we ourfelves have caufe in 
fome fort to think no lefs, whatfoever fome do or may imagine to the contrary, fpecially 
fame afhologcrs, knowing of the eclipfe of the fun, which we faw the fame year before 
in our voyage thitherward, which unto them appeared very terrible. And alio of a 
comet which began to appear but a few days before the beginning of the [aid ficknefs. 
But to exclude them from being the fpecial caufes of fo fpecial an accident, there are 
further reafons than I think fit at this prefent to be aHedged. Thefe their opinions I 
have fet down the more at large, that it may appear unto you that there is good hope 
they may be brought through difcreet dealing and government to them embracing of 
the truth, and confequently to honour, obey, fear and love us. 

And although fome of our company towards the end of the year, fhewed themfelves 
too fierce in flaying forne of the people in fome towns, upon caufes that on our part 
mip-ht eafily enough have been borne withall; yet notwithftanding, becaufe on their 
pal1s it was ju:fl:ly deferved, the alteration of their opinions generally and for the mon: 
part concerning us is the lefs to be doubted. And whatfoever elfe they may be, by 
carefulnefs of ourfelves need nothing at all to be feared. 

The beft neverthelefs in this, as in all actions befides, is to be endeavoured and 
hoped, and of the wor:O: they may happen notice to be taken with confideration, and 
as much as may be efchewed. 

Now I have (as I hope) made relation not of fo few and fmall things, but that the 
(!ountry (of men that are indifferent and wel.l difpofed) may be fufficie~tly liked: if 
there were no more known than I have mentlOned, which doubtlefs and III great reaw.n 
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is nothing to that which remaineth to b: difcovered, neith~r the foil nor commodities. 
As we have reafon fa to gather by the dIfference we found ~n our travels, for although 
all which I have fpoken of, have been difcovered an~ expenmente~ not far from the fea 
coafi, where was our abode, and moil: of our travellIng; y~t fometimes as we made our 
journies farther into the. main and country, we found the foil to be fatter, the trees to be 
greater and to grow thmner, the ground more firm and de~per mould, m.ore and larger 
champions finer rrrafs, and as good as ever we faw any m England: m fame places 
'b, I f h· f· rocky, and far more high and hilly ground, more p enty a t elr rUlts? more abund. 

ance of beafis, the more inhabited "vith people, and of greater pohcy and larger 
dominions, with greater towns aild hou[es. 

vVhy may we not then look up for in good hope from the inner parts of more and 
greater plenty, as well of other thj~1gS; as .of th~fe which '7e have already dii.covere~ : 
unto the Spaniards happened the lIke m dlfcovenng the mam of the vVeft Inches. 1 he 
main aifo of this country of Virginia, extending rome ways fo many hundreds of leagues, 
as otherwife than by the relation of the inhabitants we have mofi certain knowledge of, 
where yet no ChriHian prince hath any poifeffion or dealing, cannot but yield many 
kinds of excellent commodities, which we in our difcovery have not yet feen. 

'Vhat hope there is elfe to be gathered of the nature of the climate; being anfwer
able to the if1and of Japan, the land of China, Perfia, Jury, the ifiands of Cyprus and 
Candy, the fouth parts of Greece, Italy, and Spain, and of many other notable and 
famous countries, becaufe I mean not to be tedious, I leave to your own confideration. 

Whereby alfo the excellent temperature of the air there at all feafons, much 
warmer than in England, and never fo vehemently hot, as fometimes is under and 
between the tropics, or near them, cannot be known unto you without further relation. 

For the wholefomenefs thereof I need to fay but thus much: that for all the want of 
provifion, as firfi of Engliili viCtual, excepting for 20 days, we lived only by drinking 
water, and of the victual of the country, of which fome forts were very firange unto us, 
and might have been thought to have altered our temperatures in fuch fort, as to have 
brought us into fome grievous and dangerous difeafes: ftcondly, the want of Englilh 
means for the taking of beafts, fi!b, and fowl, which by the help only of the inha
bitants and their means, could not be fo fuddenly and eafily provided for us, nor in 
great number and quantities, nor of that choice as otherwife might have been 
to our better fatisfaction and contentment. Some want alfo we had of cloathes. 
:Furtheremore in all our travels, which were moft fpecially and often in the' time 
of winter, our lodging was in the open air upon the ground. And yet, I fay for 
all this there were but four of our whole company (being 108) that died all the year, 
and that but at the latter end thereof, and upon none of the aforefaid caufes. For all 
four, efpecially three, were feeble, weak and fickly perrons before ever they came 
t!lither, and thofe that knew them, much marvelled that they lived [0 long, being in 
that cafe, or h'1d adventured to travel. I 

Seeing therefore the air there is fo temperate and wholefome, the foil fa fertile and 
xieldi~g {uch c?mmodities,. as I have before mentione~, the voyage al[o thither t~ and 
fro bemg fufficlently expeflI~ented t~ be performed tWIce a year with,eafe, and at any 
feafon thereof, and the dealmg of SIr 'Valter Ralegh fa liberal, in large giving and 
granting land. there, as is already known, with many helps and furtherances elfe : (the 
lem that he hath granted hath been 500 acres to a man only for the adventure of his 
perfon) I hope there remains no cau[e whereby the action !bould be rnifiiked. 

If that thofe which {hall thither travel to inhabit and plant, be but reafonably pro
vided for the firft year, as thofe are which ",-ere tranfported the lafi, and being there, do 
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ufe but that diligence and care that is requifite, and as they may with cafe, there is no 
doubt but for the time following, they may have viCtuals that are excellent good apd 
plenty enough, fome more Englifh forts of cattle alfo hereafter, as fome have been 
before, and are there yet remaining may, and {hall be (God willing) thither tranfported. 
So likewife our kinds of fruits, roots, and herbs, may be there planted and [owed, as 
fome have been already, and prove well; and in {hort time aifo they may raife fo much 
of thofe forts of commodities which I have fpoken of, as ihall both enrich themfelves, 
as alfo others that fhall deal with them. 

And this is all the fruit of our labours, that I have thought neceffary to advertife you 
of at this prefent: what elfe concerneth the nature and manners of the inhabitants of 
Virginia, the number, with the particularities of the voyages thither, already made, and 
of the ~aions of fuch as have been by Sir Walter Ralegh, therein, and there employed, 
many worthy to be remembered, as of the fidl: difcoverers of the country; of our 
general for the time, Sir Richard Greenvill, and after his departure of our governor 
there, Mafl:er Ralph Lane, with divers others direCted and employed under their 
government: of the captains and mafl:ers of the voyages made fince for tranfporta. 
tion, of the governor and affifl:ants of thofe already tranfported, as of many perfons, 
accidents and things elfe, I have ready in a difcourfe by icfelf in manner of a chronicle, 
according to the courfe of times~ which when time {hall be thought convenient, {hall be 
alfa publifhed. 

Thus referring my relation to your favourable confiruCtions, expeCting good fuccefs 
of the aCtion, from him which is to be acknowledged the author and governor, not 
only of this, but of all things eife, I take my leave of you, this month of 
February IS87-

The Fourth Voyage made to Virginia with Three Shipf, in tbe rear 1587, wherein was 
tranfported the /econd Colony. 

In the year of our Lord 1587, Sir Walter Ralegh intending to perfevere in the plant
ing of his cpuntry of Virginia, prepared a new colony of ISO men to be fent thither, 
under the charge of John White, whom he appointed goyernor, and alfo appointed unto 
him twelve afiifl:ants, unto whom he gave a charter, and Incorporated them by the name 
of governor an.d affiftants of the city of Ralegh in Virginia. 

APRIL. 

Our fleet being in number three fail, viz. the Admiral, a fhip of 120 tons, a fly
boat, and a pinnace, depa,rte~ the 26th ofAp~'il fromPortfmouth, and, the fame day came 
to an anchor at the Cowes til the Iile of WIght, where we ftayed eIght days. 

MAY. 

The 5th of May, at nine of the clock at night, we came to Plymouth, where we re. 
mained the fpace of two days. . .. 

The 8th we weighed anchor at Plymouth, and dep~rted thence for VIrgmIa. 
The 16th Simon Ferdlnando, mafl:er of our Admiral, lewdly forfook our fly-boat, 

leaving her diftreifed in the bay of Portugal. 

JUNE. 

The 19th we fell with Dominica and the fame evening we failed between. it and 
Guardaloupe. The z If\; the f1y-bo~t alfo fell in with Dominica. 
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The 22d we came to an anchor at an if1and, called Santa Cruz, where all the' 
planters were fet on land, fraying there till the 25th of the [arne month. ~t, our firfr 
landing on this ifland, fame of o~r women and m~n, ?y eat~ng a fmall frmt hke,g-ree~ 
apples, \vere fearfully troubled wIth a fudden burmng m theIr mo,:ths, and f:vellmg of 
their tongues fo big, that fome of them could not fpeak. Alfo a chIld by fuckmg one of 
thofe women's breafls, had at that infrant his mouth fet on fuch a burning, that it was 
frrange to fee how the infant was tormented for the time: but after twenty-four hours 
it wore away of itfelf. 

Alfo the firfr night of our being on this if1and, we took five ~reat t?rtoifes, ~ome of 
them of f uch bignefs, that fixteen of our frrongefr men were tIred wIth carrymg but 
one of them, from the fea-fide to our cabins. In this if1and we found no watering
place, but a franding pond, the water whereof was fo evil, that many of our company 
fell fick with drinking thereof ~ and as many as did but wa{h their faces with the 
water, in the morning before the fun had drawn away the corruption, their faces did 
fo burn and fwdl, that their eyes were {hut up, and could not fee in five or fix days 
or longer. 

The fecond day of our abode there, we fent forth fame of our men to fearch the 
if1and for fre{h water, three one way and two another way. The governor alfo 
with fix others, went up to the top of a high hill to view the if1and, but could per
ceive no fign of any men or beafrs, nor any goodnefs, but parrots, and trees of guiacum. 
Returning back to our cabins another way, we found in the de[cent of a hill, certain 
podherds of favage making, made of the earth of that ifland: whereupon it was judged, 
that this if1and was inhabited with favages, though Ferdinando had told us for certain 
the contrary. The fame day at night, the reft of our company very late returned to 
the governor. The one company affirmed, that they had feen in a valley eleven favages, 
dnd divers houfes half a mile difrant from the freep, or top of the hill where they frayed. 
The other company had found, running out of a high rock, a very fair fpring of water, 
whereof they brought three bottles to the company: for before that time, we drank 
the frinking water of the pond. 

The fame fecond day at night, Captain Stafford with the pinnace departed from our 
Beet, riding at Santa Cruz, to an if1and, called Beake, being near St. John's, being fo 
direCted by Ferdinando, who aifured him he fhould there find great plenty of fheep. 
The next day at night, our planters left Santa Cruz, and came all aboard, and the 
next morning after, being the 25th June, we weighed anchor, and departed from 
Santa Cruz. 

The ~7th we, came to anchor at Cottea, where we found the pinnace riding at. 
our commg. ,-f' , ~ 

The 28th w,e weIghed anchor at Cottea, and prefently came to anchor at St. John':; 
in Mufkitos Bay, where we fpent three (lays unprofitably in taking in frefh water 
fpending in the mean time more here than the quantity of the water came unto. ' . 

JULY. 

The firft day \ve weighed anchor at l\Iufkitos Bay, where we left behind two Iri [h
men" of, our co~pan!, Da~~y ~laven, ~nd ~ennis Carroll, Ming al,ong the coafr, of St. 
John stIll, evemng, at WhlC11 r;me we tell WIth Roffe Bay. At thIS place Ferdmando 
had promifed we fhould take m faIt, and had caufed us before, to make and provide 
as many facks for that purpofe, as we could. The governor alfo for that he underflood 
there was ~ town in the bottom of the bay, not far from the faIt hills, appointed thirty 
fhot, ten pl~e~, and ten ,targets t? man the pinnace, and to go a-land for faIt. Ferdi
nando percelVlng them m a readmeis fent to the governor, ulIng great perfuafions with 
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him not to take in faIt there, faying that he knew not well whether the fame were the 
place or not: alfo that if the pinnace went into the bay, fhe could not without great 
danger c~me back, til~ the nex.t day at night, and that if in the mean time any Horm 
fhould anfe, the AdmIral were m danger to be caft away. Whilfr he was thus perfuad. 
ing, he caufed the lead to be caft, and having carefully brought the fhip in three fathom 
and a half water, he fuddenly began to fwear, and tear God in pieces, diifembling great 
danger, crying to him at the helm, bear up hard, bear up hard; fo we v.eat off, and were 
difappdinted of our fait by his means. 

The next day failing along the weft end of St. John, the governor determined to go 
a-land in St. German's Bay, to gather young plants of oranges, pines, mameas, and plan
tanos, to fet at Virginia, which we knew might eafily be had, for that they grow near 
the fhore, and the places where they grew well known to the governor, and fome of 
the planters; but our Simon denied it, faying, he would come to an anchor at Hifpa
niola,and there land the governor, and fome of the affiftants, with the pinnace, to fee ifhe 
could fpeak with his friend Alanfon, of whom he hoped to be furnifhed both of cattle, 
and all fuch things as we could have taken at St. John: but he meant nothing lefs, as it 
plainly did appear to us afterwards. . 

The next day being the 3d of July we faw Hifpaniola, and bare with the coaft all 
that day, looking ftill when the pinnace fhould be prepared to go for the place where 
Ferdinando's friend Alanfon was; but that day paired, and we faw no preparation for 
landing in Hifpaniola. 

The 4th July failing along the coaft of Hifpaniola, until the next day at noon, and 
no preparation yet feen for the ftaying there, we having knowl~dge that we were paft 
the place whereAlanfon dwelt, and were come with Ifabella; hereupon Ferdinando was 
aiked by the govern:)r, whether he meant to fpeak with Alanfon, for taking in of cattle, 
and other things, according to his promife, or not; but he anfv,-ered that he was now 
paft the place, and that Sir Walter Ralegh told him,.the French ambairador certified 
him, that the King of Spain had fent off Alanfon into Spain: wherefore he thought him 
dead, and that it was to no purpofe to touch there in any place at this voyage. 

The next day we loft fight of Hiipaniola, and hauled off for Virginia, about four of 
the clock in the afternoon. 

The (jth of July we came to the if1and Caycos, wherein Ferdinando faid, were two 
fait ponds, :rifuring us if they were dry, we might get faIt to fhift with, until the next 
fupply, but it proved as true as finding of fheep at Beake. In this Wand, whilft Fer
dinando folaced himfelf afhore, with one of the company in part of the if1and, others 
fpent the latter part of that day in other parts of the Wand; fome to feek the fait ponds, 
fome fowling, fome hunting fwans, whereof we caught many. The next day early in 
the morning we weighed anchor, leaving Caycos, with good hope, that the firft land 
that we faw next fhould be Virginia. 

About the 16th of July we fell with the main of Virginia, which Simon Ferdinando 
took to be the ifland Croatoan, where we came to anchor, and rode there two or three 
days, but finding himfelf deceived, he weighed and bare .along the coail, wh~re in the 
night, had not Captain Stafford been more careful in lookmg out than our SImon Fer
dinando we had been all caft away upon the beach, called the Cape of Fear, for we 
were co;ne within two cables length upon it; fuch was the careleifnefs and ignorance 
of our mafter. 

The 22d of July we arrived fafe at Hatorafk, wh~re ot;r fhip and pi~nace anchor~d. 
The governor went aboard the pinna~e, acco~pamed WIth forty of hIS beft n:en, m· 
tending to pafs up to Roanoak forthwIth, hopmg there to find thofe fifteen Enghfhm~n, 
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which Sir Richard Greenville had left there the year before, with \\'~om he meant to 
have conference concerning the fiate of the country and favages, meanmg after he .had 
fo done, to return again to the fleet, and pafs along ~he coafi, to the bar of ChefplOk, 
where we intended to make our feat and fort, accordmg to the charge gIven us among 
other direCtions in writing, under the hand of Sir 'Valter Ralegh: btl! as/oon as we 
were put with our pinnace from the ihip, a gentleman. by t.he meal;s of F erdinar;do, who 
was appointed to return for England, called to the faIlors m the 'pmna~e, chargmg them 
not to bring any of the planters back again, but to l~ave them III the Iiland, e~cept the 
governor, and two or three fuch as he approved, faymg that the [ummer. was tar fpent, 
wherefore he would land all the planters in no other place. Unto thIS were all the 
failors both in the pinnace and the ihip, perfuacled by the mafier, wherefore it ?ooted 
not the governor to contend with them, but paffed to Roanoak, and the fame mght at 
fun-fet went a-land on the ifIand, in the place where our fifteen men were left, but we 
found none of them nor any fign that they had been there: faving only we found the 
bones of one of thofe fifteen, which the favages had ilain long before. 

The 23d ofJuly the governor, with divers of his company walked to the north end 
of the ifiand, where Mailer Ralph Lane had his fort, with fundry neceffary and decent 
dwelling houfes, made by his men about it the year before, where we hoped to find 
fome figns, or certain knowledge of our fifteen men. When we came thither we found 
the fort razed down, but all the houfes fianding unhurt, faving that the nether rooms 
of them, and of the fort, were overgrown with melons of divers forts, and deer within 
them feeding on thofe melons, fo we returned with our company, without hope of ever 
feeing any of the fifteen· men living. 

The fame day, order was given that every man lhould be employed for the repairing 
of thofe houfes, which were found {tanding, and alfo to make other new cottages, for 
fuch as !bould need. 

The 25th our fly-boat and the re{t of our planters arrived all fafe at Hatorafk, to the 
great joy and comfort of the whole company. But the mafier of our Admiral, Ferdi. 
nando, grieved greatly at their fafe coming, for he purpofely left them in the Bay of 
Portugal, and ftole away from them in the night, hoping that the mafter thereof, whofe 
name was Edward Spicer, for that he had never been in Virginia, would hardly find the 
place, or elfe from being left in fo dangerous a place as that was, by means of fo many 
men of war, as at that time were ahroad, they ihould furely be taken or ilain: but 
God difappointed his wicked pretences. 

The 28th, George Howe, one of our twelve afiiftants, was ilain by divers of the fa
vages, which were come over to Roanoak, either of purpofe to efpy our company, and 
what number we were, or elfe to hunt deer, whereof many were in the ifIand, The 
favages being fecretly hidden among high trees, where often-times they find the deer 
afleep, and fo kill them, efpied our man, wading in the water alone, almoft naked, with
out any we;tpon, fave only a fmall forked ilick, catching crabs therewithal, and alfo be
i~g ftrayed two miles from his company, and ihot at him in the water, where they gave 
hlln fixteen wounds with their arrows, and after they had ilain him with their wooden 
fwords, the beat his head in pieces, and fled over the water to the main. 
• On the 30th JuI~, Mafter Stafford and twenty of our men paffed by water to the 
Ifland of Croatoan WIth Manteo, who had his mother and many of his kindred dwellincr 
in that Wand, of whom we hoped to underfiand fome news of our fifteen men bu~ 
efpecially .to lea:n t~e difpofition of the people of the country towards us, and to r;new 
our old /nendililp WIth t~e~. At ou~ firft landing they feemed as though they would 
fight WIth us, but percernng us beglll to march with our iliot towards them, they 
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turned their backs and fled. Then Manteo their countryman called to them in their 
own language, whom, as foon as they heard, they return€d, and threw away their bows 
and ~rrows, and fame of them. came unto ,:s, embracing and entertaining us friendly, 
defirmg us not to gather, or fp1l1 any of theIr corn, for that they had but little.W e 
anfwered them that neither their corn nor any other thing of theirs, ihould be dirni
niihed by any of us, and that our coming was only to renew the old love, that was be
tween us and them at the fir fl: , and to live with them as brethren and friends; which 
anfwer feemed to pleafe them well, wherefore they requefl:ed us to walk up to their town~ 
who there feafl:ed us after their manner, and defired us certainly, that there might be 
forne token or badge given them of us, whereby we might know them to be our friends 
when we met them any where out of the town or ifland. They told us further, that for 
want of fome fuch hadge, divers of them were hurt the year before, beincr found 
out of the ifland by Mafi:er Lane's company, whereof they ihewedus one, \~hich at 
that very inftant lay lame, and had lain of that hurt ever fince; but they faid they 
knew our men mifl:ook them, and hurt them inftead of Wingina's men, wherefore 
they held us excu~ed. 

AUGUST. 

The next day we bad (:onference further with them, concerning the people of 
Secotan, Aquafcogoe, and Pomeiok, willing them of Croatoan to certify the people of 
thofe towns, that if they would accept our friendihip we would willingly receive them 
again, and that all unfriendly dealings pafl: on both parts, {hould be utterly forgiven 
and forgotten. To this (he chief men of Croatoan anfwered, that they would gladly 
do the befl: they could, and within feven days bring the Wiroances and chief governors 
of thofe towns with them) to our governor at Roanoak, or their anfwer. 'Ve alfo un~ 
derftood of the men at Croatoan that our man Maf1:er Howe was «:lin by the remnant 
of Wingino's men, dwelling then at Dafamonguepeuk, with whom \Vanchefe kept 
company; and alfo we underf1:ood by them of Croatoan, how that the fifteen Engliih
men left at Roanoak the year before, by Sir Richard Greenville, were fuddenly fet 
upon by thirty of the men of Secota, Aquafcogoe, and Dafamonguepeuk, in manner 
following: 

They conveyed themfelves fecretly behind the trees, near the houfes where ou. 
men carelefsly lived, and having perceived that of thofe fifteen they could fee but 
eleven only, and two of thofe ravages appeared to the eleven Engli{hmen, calling 
to them by friendly figns that but two of their chiefeft men {hou ld come unarmed 
to fpeak with thofe two favages, who feemed alfo to be unarmed. Wherefore two of 
the chiefeft of our Englifhmen went gladly to them: but whilfr one of thofe favages 
traiteroufly embraced one of our men, the other with his fword of wood, which he 
had fecretly hidden under his mantle, ftruck him on the head and flew him, and pr~
fently the other twenty-eight favages ihewed themfelves: the other Engliihman per
ceiving this fled to his company, whom the favages purfued with their bows and 
arrows fa fafl:, that the Englifumen were forced to take the houfe, wherein all their 
viCtual and weapons were: but the favages forthwith fet the fame on fire; by means 
whereof our men were forced to take up fuch weapons as came firft to hand, and 
without order to run forth among the favages, with whom they fkirmiihed above an 
hour. In this ikirmiih another of our men was ihot into the mouth with an arrow, 
where he died, and alfo· one of the favages was {hot into the fide by one of our men, with 
a wild. fire arrow, whereof he died prefently. The place where they fought was 
of great advantage to the favages, by mC:lns of the thick trees, behind which the 
favages through their nimbleIl:efs, defended themfelves, :md fa o~ended our men with 
their arrows, that our men bemg fome of them hurt, retrred fightmg to the water fide 
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where their boat lay, with which they fled towards Hatorafk. B~ that time they 
had rowed but a quarter of a mile, they efpied their four fellows conung from a creek 
thereby, where they had been to fetch <:,yfi:e~'s: thefe four. they received into their 
boat leavinO" Roanoak and landed on a lIttle dland on the rIght hand of our entrance 
into' the ha~bour of H;torai1~, where they remained a while, but afterwards departed, 
whither as yet \\e know not. 

Having now fufliciently difpatched our bufinefs at Croatoan, the fame day we de. 
parted friendly, taking our leave, and came aboard the fleet at H~torafk. . 

The 8th of Augufi:, the governor having long expeCted tl:e commg of the Wlroances 
of Pomeiok, Aqua[cogoe, Secota and D3[amonquepeuk, feem~ that the feven days were 
pafi:, ",ithin which they promifed to come in, or to fend the~r anfwers by the men of 
Croatoan, and no tidings of them heard, being certainly alfo mformed by thofe men of 
Croatoan, that the remnant of Wingina's men, which were left alive, who dwelt at 
Dafamonquepeuk, were they which had i1ain George Howe, and were alfo at the 
driving our eleven Englifhmen from Roanoak, he thought to defer the revenge thereof 
no longer. \Yherefore the fame night about midnight, he pafTed over the water, 
accompanied with Captain Stafford and twenty.four men, whereof Manteo was one, 
whom \\'c took with us to be our guide to the place where thofe favages dwelt, where 
he behaved himfelf towards us as a mofi: faithful Engli{hman. 

The next day being the 9th Augufi:, in the morning fo early that it was yet dark, 
we landed near the dwelling-place of our enemies, and very fecretly conveyed ourfelves 
through the woods to that fide where we had their houfes between us and the water: 
and having efpicd their fire, and fome Fetting about it, we prefently fet on them: the 
miferable fouls herewith amazed, fled into a place of thick reeds, growing fafi: by; 
where our men perceiving them, {hot one of them through the body with a bullet, and 
therewith he entered the reeds, among which we hoped to acquit their evil doing 
towards us, but \\'e were deceived, for thofe favages were our friends, and were come 
from Croatoan to gather the corn and fruit of that place, becaufe they underfi:ood our 
enemies were fled immediately after they had i1ain George Howe, and for hafi:e, had 
left all their corn, tobacco, and pompions fi:anding in fuch fort, that all had been 
devoured of the birds and deer, if it had not been gathered in time; but they had like 
to have paid dearly for it, for it was fo dark, that they being naked, and their men and 
women apparelled all fo like others; we knew not but that they were all men, and that 
if one of them that was a \iViroances wife, had not had a child at her back, {he had been 
ilain inilead of a man, and as hap was, another favage knew Mafi:er Stafford, and ran 
to him, calling him by his name, whereby he was faved. Finding ourfelves thus dif. 
appointed of our purpofe, we gathered all the corn, peafe, pompions, and tobacco that 
we fonnd ripe, leaving the refi: unfpoiled, and took Menatoan's wife, with the young 
chi~d, a~d the other favages with us over the water to Roanoak. Although the mif. 
takmg of thefe, favages, fomewhat grieved Manteo, yet he imputed their harm to their 
own tolly, faymg to them, that if their Wiroances had kept their prornife in coming to 
the goyernor at the day appointed, they had not known that mifchance. 

The ,J 3th A~gufl:, our favage Manteo, by the commandment of Sir Walter Ralegh, 
was chnfl:t'ned III Roanoak, and called lord thereof and of Dafamonquepeuk, in reward of 
his faithful fervice. 

The 18th, Elenor, daughter to the governor, and wife to Ananias Dare, one of the 
affi Ihnts, was delivered of a daughter in Roanoak, and the fame was chrifi:ened there 
the Sunday fnllowing, and becaufe this child was the firft Chriftian born in Virginia 
{he was named VIrginia. ' 

By. 
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By tl?is time our fhips had unladen the goods and victuals of the planters, and began 
to take III wood and frefh water, and to new caulk and trim them for England: the 
planters alfo prepared their letters and tokens to fend back into England. 

Our two fhips the Lion, and the fly-boat, almoft ready to depart, the 2 I ft of Au
guft there arofe fuch a tempeft at N.E. that our Admiral, then riding out of the har
bour, was forced to cut his cables and put to fea, where he lay beating off and on fix 
days before he could come to us again, fo that we feared he had been~ caft away, and 
the rather for at that time that the ftorm took them, the mofl: and beft of their failors 
were left a-land . 

.at this time fome controverfies arofe between the governor and affiftants, about 
choo~ng two out of the twelve afiiftants, who fhould go back as faCtors for the com
pany mto England: for every one of them refufed, fave only one, which all other 
thought not fufficient; but at length by much perfuading of the governor, Chriftopher 
Cooper agreed to go for England: but the next day through the perfuafion of divers 
of his familiar friends, he changed his mind; fo that now the matter flood as at 
the firft. 

The next day, 22d Augufl:, the whole company both of the affiftants and planters 
came to the governor, and with one voice requefl:ed him to return himi'df into Eng
land, for the better and fooner obtaining of fupplies, and other neceffaries for them; 
but he refufed it; and alledged many fufficient caufes why he wouid not; the one was, 
that he could not fa fuddenly return back again without his great difcredit, leaving the 
action, and fo many whom he partly had procured by his perfuafions, to leave their 
native-country, and undertake that voyage, and that fome enemies to him and the 
action at. his return into England, would not fpare to Dander falfely both him and the 
action, by faying, he went to Virginia, but politicly, but to no other end but to lead 
fo many into a country, in which he never meant to ftay himfelf, and there to leave 
them behind him. Alfo he alledged, that feeing they intended to remove 50 miles fur~ 
ther up into the main prefently, he being then abfent, his ftuff and goods might be 
both fpoiled, and moft of them pilfered away in the carriage: fa that at his return he 
fhould be either forced to provide himfelf of all fuch things again, or elfe at his coming 
again to Virginia find himfelf utterly unfurnifhed, whereof already he had found fame 
proof, being but once from them but three days. Wherefore he concluded that he 
would not go himfelf. 

The next day, not only the affiftants but divers others, as well women as men, 
began to renew their requefts to [he governor again, to take upon him to return into 
England for the fupply, and difpatch of all fuch things as were there to be done, pro
mifing to make him their bond, under all their h::mds and feals, for the fafe preferving 
of all his goods for him at his return to Virginia, fo that if_any part thereof were fpoiled 
or loft, they would fee it reftored to him or his ailigns, whenfoeYl:r the fame fhould be 
miffed and demanded. Vvhich bond with a teitirnony under their hands and feals they 
forthwith made and delivered into his hands. The copy of the tefl:imony I thought 
good to fet down. 

" May it pleafe you, her Majefty's fubjects of England, \\"2 your friends and coun
trymen, the planters in Virginia, do by there prefen!s let. you and every of you to 
underHand, that for the prefent and fpeedy fupply ot certam our known and apparent 
lacks and needs, moft requifite and neceibry for the good and happy planting of us, 
or any other in this land of Virginia, \\-e all of one m!lld and confent, have moft ear
nefl:ly entreated, and inceffantly requefted John WhIte, governor of the planters in 
Virainia, to pafs into England for the better and more aifured help, and fetting forward 
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of the forcfaid fupplics: and knowing affuredly that he both can beft, .and will labour 
and take pains in behalf for us all, and he not .once, but often refufing It, for our fa~es, 
and for the honour and maintenance of the a8:wn, hath at laft, though much agamft 
his will, through our importunacy, yielded to leave his government, and all his 
goods among us, (lpd himfelf in all our behalves to pafs into England, of whofe know
ledge and fidelity in handling this matter, as all others, we do affure ourfelves by thefe 
prefents, and will you to give all credit there:llltP. The 25th of Auguft. I 587." 

The governor being at the laO: through theIr extreme entreaty, conftramed to return 
into England, having then but half a day's refpite to prepare himfelf for the fame, 
departed from Roanoak the 27th of Auguft in the morning, and the fame day about 
midnight, came aboard the fly-boat, who already had weighed anchor, and rode with
out the bar, the Admiral riding by them, who but the fame morning was newly come 
thither again. The fame day both the fhips weighed anchor, and fet fail for England: 
at this weighing their anchors, twelve of the men which were in the fly-boat, ~ere 
thrown from the capftan, which by means of a bar that brake, came fa faft about upon 
them, that the other two bars thereof, ftruck and hurt moft of them fa fore, that fome 
of them never recovered it: neverthelefg they effayed prefently again to weigh their 
anchor, but being fo weakened by the firft fling, they were not able to weigh it, but 
were thrown down and hurt the fecond time. Wherefore having in all but fifteen men 
aboard, and moft of them by this unfortunate beginning fo bruifed and hurt, they were 
forced to cut their cable, and loofe their anchor. Neverthelefs they k.ept company with 
the Admiral, until the 17th of September, at which time we fell with Corvo, and 
faw Flores. 

SEPTEMBER. 

The I Sth, perceiving of all our fifteen men in the fly .. boat there remained but five, 
which by means of the former mifchance were able to fiand [Q their labour: and that 
the Admiral meant not to make any hafte for England, but to linger about the ifland 
of Tercera for purchafe: the fly-boat departed for England with letters, where we 
hoped by the help of God to arrive fhortly: but by that time we had continued our 
courfe homeward about twenty days, having had fometimes fcarce and variable winds; 
~ur frefh water alfo by leaking almoft confumed, there arofe a fiorm at N. E., which 
tor fix days ceafed not to blow fo exceeding, that we were driven further in thofe fix 
than we could recover in thirteen days: in which time others of our failors began to 
fall very fick, and two of them died: the weather alfo continued fo eloie, that our 
mafter fometimes in four days together could fee neither fun nor fiar, and all the 
beverage we could make, with ftinking water, dregs of beer, and lees of wine which 
remained, was but three gallons, and therefore now we expected nothing but famine 
to perifh at [ea. 

OCTOBER • 

. The 16th of October we made land, but we knew not what land it was, bearing in 
WIth the fame l~nd all that .day: about fun.fet we put into a harbour, where we found 
a hulk ~f Dublm,. and a pmnace of Hampton riding, bur we knew not as yet .what 
place thIS was~ neIther h~d we any hope to go on fhore, until the pinnace fent off their 
boat to us, WIth fix or eIght men, of whom we underftood we were in Smerwick in 
the weJl: parts of Ireland: they alio relieved us prefently with frefh water, wine, and 
other treih meat. 

The 
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The 18th, the governor and the maPcer rode to Dingen-a.Cufhe, five miles difiant, 
to take order for the new vicrually of our fly-boat for England, and for relief of our 
fick and hurt men, but within four days after, the boatfwain, the fteward, and the 
boatfwain's mate, died aboard the fly-boat; and the 28th the mafier's mate, and two 
of our chief [ailors were brousht fick to Dingen. 

N OVE:.\1BE R. 

The 1ft, the governor {hipped himfelf in a fhip called the Monkey, which at that 
time was ready to put to fea from Dingen for Englan~ leaving the fly-boat and all his 
company in Ireland. The fame day we fet fail, and on the 3d day, we fell with the 
north fide of the Land's End, and were fhut up the Severn, bue the next day m; 
doubled the fame for Mount's Bay. 

The 5th, the governor landed in England at Martafew, near St. Michael's Mount in 
Cornwall. 

The 8th, we arrived at Hampton, where we underftood that our confort the Admiral 
was come to Portfmouth, and had been there three weeks before: and alfo that Ferdi. 
nando the mafier, with all his company were not only come home without any pur~ 
chafe, but a11.0 in fuch weaknefs by ficknefs, and death of their chiefefi men, t11<1 t they 
were fcarce able to bring their fhip into harbour, but were forced to let fall anchor 
without, which they could not weigh again, but might all have perifhed there, if a 
fmall bark by great hap had not come to them to help them. The names of the chief 
men that died are thefe: Roger Large, John Mathew, Thomas Smith, and fame other 
failors, whofe names I knew not at the writing hereof. An. Dam. 1587. 

The Names of all the Men, Women, and Children, which fafely arrived in Virginia' 
and remained to inhabit there, 1587. Anno Regni Regina Elizabetha, 29. ' 

John White. Thomas Colman. 
Roger Baily. Thomas Gramme. 
Ananias Dare. Mark Bennet. 
Chrifiopher Cooper. John Gibbs. 
Thomas Stevens. John Stilman. 
John Sampfon. Robert Wilkinfon. 
Dionis Harvey. John Tydway. 
Roger Pratt, Ambrofe Vickers. 
George Howe. Edmond Englilh. 
Simon Fernando. Thomas Topan. 
Nicholas Johnfo11. Henry Berry. 
Thomas Warner. Richard Berrv. 
Anthony Cage. John Spendlo~e. 
John Jones. John Hemmington. 
William 'Villes. Thomas Butler. 
John Brook. Edward Powell. 
Cutbert White. John Btrrden. 
John Bright. James Hynde. 
Clement Tayler. Thomas Ellis. 
William Sole. William Brown. 
John Cotfmur. Michael Myllet. 
Humfrey Newton. Thomas Smith. 
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Richard Kemme. 
Thomas Harris. 
Richard Taverner. 
John Earneft. 
Henry Johnfon. 
John Start. 
Richard Darige. 
William Lucas. 
Arnold Orchard. 
John Wright. 
William Dutton. 
Maurice Allen. 
William Waters. 
Richard Arthur. 
John Chapman. 
William Clement. 
Robert Little. 
Hugh Tayler. 
Richard Wilde. 
Lewis Wotton. 
Michael Bilhop. 
Henry Brown. 
Henry R ufoote. 
Richard Tomkins. 
Henry Dorrell. 
Charles Florry. 
Henry Milton. 
Henry Payne. 
Thomas Harris. 
William Nichols. 
Thomas Phevens. 
John Borden. 
Thomas Scott. 
Peter Little. 
John Wyles. 
Brian \iVyles. 
George Martin. 
Hugh Pattenfon. 
Martin Sutton. 
John Farre. 
John Bridger. 
Griffen Jones. 
Richard Shabedge. 
James Lafy. 
John Cheven. 

THE FOURTH VOYAGE OF 

Thomas Hewett. 
William Berde. 

Women. 

Elenor Dare. 
Margery Harvy. 
Agnes Wood. 
Winifred Powell. 
Joyce Archard. 
Jane Jones. 
Elizabeth Glane. 
Jane Pierce. 
Audry Topan. 
Alice Chapman. 
Emma Merrimoth. 
Colman. 
Margaret Lawrence. 
Joan Warren. 
Jane Mannering. 
Rofe Payne. 
Elizabeth Vickers. 

Boys and Children. 

John Sampfon. 
Robert Ellis. 
Ambrofe Vickers. 
Thomas Archard. 
Thomas Humfrey. 
Thomas Smart. 
George Howe. 
John Pratt. 
William Withers. 

Children born in Virginia. 

Virginia Dare. 
Harvy. 

Savages. 

Manteo. 
Towaye. }

They were in England, 
and returned home 
into Virginia with 
them. 

To 
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To the worfhipful and my very friend Mafier Richard Hakluyt; 
much happinefs in the Lord. 

Sir, as well for the fatisfying your earneft requefl:, as the performance of my pro. 
~ife, made unt~ you at ~y laft being with you in England; I have fent you (although 
m a homely ftde, efpeClally for the contentation of a delicate ear) the true difcourfe 
of my Iaft voyage into the W e~ Indies, and parts of America called Virginia, taken in 
and about the end ~f Fe?ruary,. In the year of ~:)Ur redemption 1590 ; and what events 
h~~pened un~o us In thIs our J~urney, yo~ !hall plain!y perceive by the fequel of my 
dIfcour[e. 1 here were at the tIme aforefald three :flups abfolutely determined to go 
for the Weft Indies, at the fpecial charges of IVI. John Wattes of London, merchant-. 
But when they were fully furnifhed, and in readinefs to make their departure, a gene
ral ftay was commanded of all !hips throughout England. Which fa foon as I heard, 
I prefently (as I thought it moft requifite) acquainted Sir 'Valter RaleCTh there\vith, 
defiring him that as I had fundry times before been charCTeable and tro~blefome unto 
him, for ~he fupplies and reliefs of the planters in Virgini~; fa likewife that by his en
deavour It would pleafe him at that inftant to procure licence for thofe three !hips, to 
proceed 'on with their determined voyage; that thereby the people in Virginia (if it 
were God's pleafure) might fpeedily be comforted and relieved without further charges 
unto him. 

Whereupon he by his good means obtained licence of the Queen's Majefty, ang 
order to be taken, that the owner of the three !hips ihould be bound unto Sir 'Valter 
Ralegh or his affigns in 3,000 pounds, that thefe three ihips in confideration of their 
releafement, ihould take in, and tranfport a convenient number of paiTengers, with 
their furnitures and neceiTaries to be landed in Virginia. N everthelefs that order was 
not obferved, neithC'r was the bond taken according to the intention aforefaid: but 
rather in contempt of the aforefaid order I was by the owners and commanders of the 
ihips denied to have any paiTengers, or any thing elfe tranfported in any of the faid 
ihips, faving only myfelf and my cheft; no not fa much as a boy to attend upon me, 
although I made great fuit and earneft entreaty, as well to the chief commanders, as 
to the owner of the faid ihips. Which cro[c; and unkind dealing, although it very much 
difcontented me, notwithftanding the fcarcity of time was fuch, that I could have no 
opportunity to go unto Sir Walter Ralegh with complaint: for the ihips being then 
all in rearunefs to go to the fea, would have been departed before I could have made 
my return. 

Thus both governors, mafters and failors, regarded very fmany the good of theft 
countrymen in Virginia; determined nothing lefs than to t.ouch at ~hofe places, .but 
wholly difpofed themfelves to feek after purchafe and fpolls, fpendmg fo much tlme 
therein, that fummer was fpent before we arrived at Virginia: and when w~ were 
come thither, the feafon was fo unfit, and weather fa foul, that we were conftramed of 
force to forfake that coaft, having not feen any of our planters, with lofs o~ one of our 
ihip's boats, and feven of our chiefeft men: and alfo with lofs of three of our anchors 
and cables and moft of our ca£ks with freih water left on {hare, not poffible to b: had 
aboard. Which evils and unfortunate events (as well to their own lofs, as to the hin
drance of the planters in Virgini~) had n.ot chanced, .if the or~~r fet down by Sir 'Vater 
Ralegh had been obferved, or If my daIly and contll1ual petItIOns for the performallce 
of the fame might have taken any place. . .. 

Thus may you plainly perceive the fuccefs of my fifth and laft voyage to VlrgmIa, 
which was no lefs unfortunately ended, tha~ forwardly begun, and as lucklefs to I?any, 
as finifter to myfelf: but I would to God It had been as profperous to all, as nOl[ome 
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to the planters; and as joyful to me, as difcomfortable ,to them. , Yet feeing it is not 
my firft croifed voyage, I remain contented. And wantmg my wIllies, I leave off fr~m 
profecuting that whereunto I woul~ to God my wealth were anfwerab,le to, ~y.wIll. 
Thus committing the relief of my dIfcomfortable company, the planters ill VIrgIma, to 
the merciful help of the Almighty, whom I m,oft humbly befeech to help and comfort 
them, according to his moft holy will, and theIr good defire, I take my leave from my 
houfe at Newtown in Kylmore the 4th of February, 1593· 

The Fifth Voyage of M. John White into the Wqfl Indies and Parts of America cafled 
Virginia, in the Tear 1590' 

The 20th of March the three {hips, the Hopewell, the John Evangelifl:, and the Little 
John, put to fea from Plymouth with two fmall fuallops. 

The 25th at midnight both our !hallops were funk, being towed at the {hip's fterns by 
the boatfwain's negligence. 

On the 30th we faw a head of us that part of the coaft of Barbary, lying eaft of 
Cape Cantyn in the Bay of Afaphi. 

The next day we came to the If1e of Mogador, where rode, at our pailing by, a pinnace 
of London called the Moon{hine. 

APRIL. 

On the firft of April we anchored in Santa Cruz road, where we found two great 
!hips of London lading in fugar, of whom we had two fuip boats to fupply the 10fs of f 

our fuallops. 
On the zd we fet fail from the road of Santa Cruz for the Canaries. 
On Saturday the 4th we faw Alegranza, the eaft ifle of the Canaries.. 
On Sunday the 5th of April we gave chafe to a double flyboat, the which we alfo 

the fame day fought with, and took her, with 10fs of three of their men ilain and 
one hurt. 

On Monday the 6th we faw Grand Canary, and the next day we landed and took 
in freili water on the fouth fide thereof. 

On the 9th we departed from Grand Canary, and framed our courfe for Dominica. 
The laft of April we faw Dominica, and the fame night we came to an anchor on the 

fouth-fide * thereof. 

MAY. 

~e firfl: of May, in the mo~ing many of the ravages came on board our fhips in 
theIr canoes, and dId traffic WIth us: we alfo the fame day landed and entered their 
town, from whence we returned the fame day aboard without any refiftance of the 
favages; or any offence done to them. 

The 2d ?f May ,our AdI?iral and our pinnace departed from Dominica, leaving the 
John our Vlce-admmtl play~g off and on ~boutDominica,'hoping to take fome Spaniard 
outwards bound to the Indies: the fame mght we had fight of three fmall ifiands called 
Los Santos, leaving Guardaloupe and them on our frarboard. ' 

The 3d, we had fight of St. Chriftopher's Wand, bearing N. E. by E. off us. 

'" Dominica lies north and fauth, the two ends coming nearly to points' thii muft therefore be an 
trror} the ~de& of the illand lying due eaft and weJl. ' 

On 
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On the 4th w~ failed by the Virgins,which are many broken iflands lying at the eafl:
end ofR.loh~'s Ifland; and the fame day towards evening we landed upon one of them 
called Blanca; where we killed an incredible number of fowls: here we fiayed but 
[or three hours, and from thence fiood into the fhore N. W. and having brought this 
Ifland S. E. off us, we put towards night through an opening, or fwatch, called the 
pair age, lying between the virgins and the eafi·end of S. John: here the pinnace left us, 
and failed on the fouth-fide of S. 10hn. 

The 5th and 6th the Admiral failed along the north-fide of S. 10hn, fo near the fuore 
that the Spaniards difcerned us to be men of war: and therefore made fires along the 
coafi as we failed by, for fo their cufiom is, when they fee any men of war on their 
coafis. ", 

The 7th we landed on theN. W. end of S.lofm, where we watered in a good river 
called Yaguana, and the fame night following we took a frigate of ten ton coming 
from Gwathaleno laden with hides and ginger. In this place Pedro a mulatto, who 
knew all our fiate, ran away from us to the Spaniards. 

On the 9th we departed from Yaguana. 
On the 13th we landed on an Wand called Mona; whereon were 10 or 12 haufes 

inhabited of the Spaniards; thefe we burned, and took from them a pinnace, which 
they had drawn aground and funk, and carried all her fails, mafl:s and rudders into the 
woods, becaufewe fhould not take it away. We alfo chafed the Spaniards over all the 
ifland: but they hid them in caves, hollow rocks, and bullies, fa that we could not 
find them. 

On the 14th we departed from Mona, and the next day after we came to an Wand, 
called Saona, above five leagues difl:ant from Mona, lying on the fouth-fide of Hifpa
niola, near the eafi-end: between thefe two iflands we layoff and on four or five days~ 
hoping to take fome of the Domingo fleet, doubling this Wand, as a nearer way to Spain 
than by cape Tyburon, or by Cape S. Anthony. 

On Thurfday being the 19th, our vice-admiral, from whom we departed at Dominica, 
came to us at Saona, with whom we left a Spanifh frigate, and appointed him to lie off 
and on other five days between Saona and Mona, to the end aforefaid: then we de
parted from them at Saona for Cape Tyburon. Here I was informed that our men of 
the vice-admiral, at their departure from Dominica, brought away two young favages, 
which were the chief cafique's fons of that country and part of Dominica: but they 
:!hortly after ran away from them at Santa Cruz ifland, where the vice-admiral landed 
to take in ballafl:. . 

On the 2Ifi, the admiral came to the Cape Tyburon, where we found the John 
Evangelifi our pinnace fiaying before us: here we took in two Spaniards almofl: 
ftarved on the :!hare, who made a fire to our :!hips as we paired by. Thofe places for 
an 100 miles in length are nothing elfe but a defolate and mere wildernefs, without any 
habitation of people, and full of wild bulls and boars, and great ferpents. 

The 2zd, our pinnace came alfo to an anchor in Aligato Bay at Cape Tyburon. 
Here we underftood of Mafier Lane, captain of the pinnace, how he was fet upon 
with one of the king's galleys, belonging to Santo Domingo, which was manned with 
400 men, who after he had fought with him three or four hours, gave over the fight 
and forfook him, without any great hurt done on either part~ 

The 26th, the 10hn our vice-admiral came to us to Cape Tyburon, and the frigate 
which we left with him at Saono. This was the appointed place where we iliould attend, 
for the meeting with the Santo Domingo fleet. 

On 
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On '\Vhitfunday even at Cape Tyburon one of our boys ran away from us, and at 
10 days end returned to our {hip almoft ftarved for want of food. In, fun~ry places 
about this part of Cape Tyburon, we fou?d the bones and. carc~fes of divers men 
who had peri{hed (as we thought) by famme m thofe woods, bemg eIther ftraggled from 
their company, or landed there by [oIllle men of war. 

JUNE. 

On the 14th of J lIne we took a fmall Spani{h frigate, which fell amongft us fa 
fuddenly, as he doubled the point of the bay of Cape Tyburon, where we rode, that he 
could not efcape us. This frigate came from Santo Domingo, and had but three men 
in her, the one was an expert pilot, the other a mountaineer, and the third a vintener, 
who efcaped all out of prifon at Santo Domingo, purpofing to fly to Yaguana, which 
is a town in the weft parts of Hifpaniola where many fugitive Spaniards are gathered 
together. 

The 17th Captain Lane was fent to Yaguana with his pinnace and a frigate, to take 
a {hip which was there taking in ,freight, as we underftood by the old pilot, whom we 
had taken three days before. 

The 24th the frigate returned from Captain Lane at Yaguana, and brought us word 
to Cape Tyburon, that Captain Lane had taken the {hip, with many paifengers and 
negroes in the fame; which proved not fa rich a priz~ as we hoped for, for thas. a 
French man of war had taken and fpoiled her before we came: neverthelefs her load
ing was thought worth 1,000 or 1,3 00 pounds; being hides, ginger, cannafiftula, 
copper-pans, and cafavi. 

JULY. 

The zd July Eadward Spicer, whom we left in England, came to us at Cape Ty
buran, accompanied with a fmall pinnace, whereof one M. Harps was captain, and the 
fame day we had fight of a fleet of fourteen fail, all of Santo Domingo, to whom we 
prefently gave chace, but they upon the firIt fight of us fled, and feparating themfelves 
fcattered here and there. Wherefore we were forced to divide ourfelves, and fa made 
after them until twelve of the clock at night. But then by reafon of the darknefs we 
loft fight of each other, yet in the end the Admiral and the Moon-light happened to 
be together the fame night at the fetching up of the Vice.adriliral of the Spani{h fleet, 
againft whom the next morning we fought and took him, with lofs of one of our men 
with two hurt, and of theirs four flain and fix hurt. But what was become of our 
Vice-admiral, our pinnace and prize, and two frigates, in all this time, we were 
ignorant. 

The 3d of July we fpent about ryfling, rummaging and fitting the prize to be failed 
with us. 

The 6th of July we faw Jamaica, the which we left on our larboard, keeping Cuba in 
fight on our ftarboard. 

On the 8th we faw the iiland of Pinos, which lyeth on the fouth fide of Cubae 
nigh unto t~le weft end ~r cape, called S. Anthony. And at the fame day we gave 
chafe, to a fngate, but at mght \~e loft fig~t of her, partly by the flow failing of our 
Admual, and lack of the Moon-lIght our pmnace, whom Captain Cook had fent to the 
cape the day before. 

On 
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On the 11th we came to Cape S. Anthony, where we found our confort the Moon
light and her pinnace abiding for our coming, of whom we underftood that the day 
before there paired by. the~ twenty-two fail, fame of them of the burthen of 300, fome 
of 400 tons, loaden WIth Kmg's treafure from the main, bound [or Havana: from the 
11th July until the. 22d we were much becalmed; and the wind being very fcarce, and 
the weather exceedmg hot, we were much peftered with the Spaniards we had taken: 
therefore we were driven to land all the Spaniards faving three, but the place where 
we landed them was of their own choice on the [outh fide or Cuba ncar unto the 
Organes and Rio de Puercos. 

The 2.3 d we had fight of the Cape of Florida, and the broken iilands thereof called 
the Martyrs. 

The 25th being S. James' day, in the morning we fell with the J\Iatanzas, a head-land 
eight leagues towards the eaft of Havana, where we purpofed to take frefh water in, 
and make our abode two or three days. 

On the 26th plying to and fro between the Matanzas and the Havana, we were 
efpied of three fmall pinnaces of S. John de Ullua, bound for Havana, ,Yi'ich \vere 
exceeding richly loaden. Thefe three pinnaces came very baldy up to us, and fo con
tinued until they came within muiket-fhot of us. And we fuppofed them to he:: CdP
tain Harp's pinnace, and two fmall frigates taken by Captain Harp: wherefore we 
iliewed our flag. But they prefently upon the fight of it turned about, anll made all 
the fail they could from us towards the fhore, and kept themfelves in fa {hallow water, 
that we were not able to follow them, and therefore gave them over with expenee of 
iliot and powder to no purpofe. But if we had not fo rafhly fet out our flag we might 
have taken them all three, for they would not have known us before they had been 
in our hands. This chafe had brought us fa far to leeward as Havana; wherefore not 
finding any of our conforts at the Matanzas, we put over again to the Cape of Florida, 
and from thence through the channel of Bahama. 

On the 28th the Cape of lilorida bare weft of us. 
The 30th we loft fight of the coaft of Florida, and ftood to fea for to gain the help 

of the currents which runneth much fwifter afar off than in fight of the eoaft; for 
from the cape to Virginia all along the fhore are none but eddy currents Fetting to the 
S. andS.W. 

The 3 I ft our three {hips were clearly difuocked, the great prize, the Admiral, and 
the Moonfhine, but our prize being thus difuocked departed from us \'.ithout taking 
leave of our Admiral or confort, and failed direCtly for England. 

AeGUsT. 

On the I ft of A ugufl:. the wind fcanted, anJ {rom thence forward we had very foul 
weather with much rain, thundering, and great fpouts "which fell round about us nigh 
unto our fhips. 

The 3d we flood a~ain in for the' fhore, and at mid-day we took ~he fleig"ht of the 
fame. The height ot that place we found to be 34 degrees of latItude. Towards 
night we were within three l~agues of the 10''.' f,"nuy iDands weft of W okokon, J;lUt the 
weather cominued fo exceedmg foul, that "l;ve could not come to an anchor mgh the 
coaft; wherefore we ftood off again to fea, until Monday th~ 9t~ of Augu,~. 

On that day the ftorm ceafed, and we had very great hkehhoo,d of tall' ,\\"cathe1: ; 
wherefore we ftood in again for the {horc, and came to an anchor III ele\'en hthol1l III 
3S degrees of latitude, within a mile of the DlOre, where we went on land on the narrow 
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fandy ifiand, being one of the Wands weft of w: okokon. In this i~and we took i~ 
['"lIne freIh water and caught great fior,,; of fifh m the fhallow water. Between rL·_ 
main (as I fupp~fcd) and t'hat ifland, it was but a mile over and three or four feet deep 
in mofl places. • 

On the 12th in the morning we departed from thence, and towards mght we came, to 
an anchor at the N. E. end of the ifland of Croatoan, by reafon of a breach whIch, 
we perceived to lie out two or three leagues into the fea: here we rode all that 

night.. . . 
The I,3th m the mornmg before w~ weIghed our anchors, our boats were fent to 

found oyer this breach; our fhips ridmg at the fide thereof at five, fathom: and a 
i11ip's length from us we f?lmd but four an~ a quarter, and then deepmg and fuallow. 
ing for the fpace of two mIles" fo that fomet:mes we found .five fathoms and by and by 
feven, and "ithin two cables wIth the lead nme and then elght, next cafi five and then 
fix, and then four and then nine again, and deeper; but three fathoms was the leafl:, 
two leagues off from the {hare. This breach is 35 degree; and a .half, at;d lyeth ~t the 
\'Cry N. E. point of Croatoan, whereas goeth a fret out 01 the mam fea mto the mner 
waters, \vhich part the iflands and the main land. 

The 15th Auguft towards evening \ve came to an anchor at Hatorafk, in 3.6 deg. 
20 min. in five I-athom water, three leagues from the {hare. At our firfi commg to 
anchor on this {hare we faw a great fmoke rife in the ifle Roanoak near the place where 
I left our colony in the year 1587; which fmoke put us in good hope that fome of the 
colony were there expeCting my return out of England. 

The 16th and next morning our tvvo boats went afhore, and Captain Cook and C;,tp
tain Spicer, and their company with me, with intent to pafs to the place Roanoak where 
our countrymen were left. At our putting from the {hip we commanded our mafl:er 
gunner to make ready two minions and afaulcon wellioaden, and to fuoot them off, with 
reafonable fpace between every iliot, to the end that their reports might be heard to 
the place where we hoped to find fome of our people. This was accordingly performed, 
and our two boats put off unto the {hare; in the .Admiral's boat we founded all the 
way, and found from our iliip until we came within a mile of the iliore, nine, eight, 
and feven fathoms: but before we were half way between our iliips and the fuore, we 
faw another great fmoke to the S. W. of Kindrikers Mountes: we therefore thought 
good to go to that fecond fmoke firfl:: but it was much farther from the harbour 
where we lo.nded, than we fuppofed it to be, fo that we were very fore tired before we 
came to the fmol~e. But that which grieyed us more, was, that when we came to the 
fmoke, \ve found no man, nor fign that any had been there lately, nor yet any frefh 
".ater in all this way to drink. Being thus wearied with this journey we returned to 
the harbour where we left our boats, who in our abfence had brought their cafks afhore 
for frei? \vater; fa we ,deferred .ou~ going to Roa:1~ak until the next morning, and 
caufed fame of thofe fallors to dIg m thofe fandy hIlls for frefh water, whereof we 
found very fufficient. That night \ve returned aboard with our boats and our whole 
company in fafety. 

The next morning, the I 7th ~ugufl:, our boats an~ company were prepared again to 
go to Roanoak: but Captalll SpIcer had then fent hIS boat a{hore for frefu water, by 
me~ns whereof It was ten of the clock of the forenoon b~fore we put from our flllp!'l, 
whICh were t.hen come to an anchor within two miles of the fhore. The Admiral's 
boat ~~~"half ""-y towards the {hore, when Cap~ain Spicer put C 2£ from his fhip. The 
AdmIr". ::; boat fi~fl: paJfed the br~ach, but not WIthout fo'me danger of finking, for we 
had a fca break 111fO our boat which filled us half full of water, but by the will of God, 
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and c~refuilleerage of Captain Cook we came fafe afhore, faving only that our furni
ture, vIB:uals, match and powder were much wet and fpoiled. For at this time the wind 
blew at N. E. and direB: into the harbour fo great a gale, that the fea brake extremely 
on the bar, and the tide went very forcibly at the entrance. 

By that time our Admiral's boat washauled ail:ore, and mofl: of our things taken 
out tp dry, Captain Spicer came to the entrance of the breach with his mafl: fl:anding up, 
and was half way over, but by the rail1 and indifcreet fl:eerage of Ralph Skinner, his 
mafl:er's mate, a very dangerous fea brake into their boat, and overfet them quite; the 
men kept the boat, fame in it, and fame hanging on it, but the next fea fet the boat all 
ground, where it bea~ fa that fame of them were forced to let go their hold, hoping 
to wade ailiore, but the fea fl:ill beat them down, fo that they could neither fl:and nor 
I wim, and the boat twice or thrice was turned the keel upward, whereupon Capt<1in Spicer 
and Skinner hung until they funk, and were feen no more: but four that could i\vim 
a little kept themfelves in deeper water, and were faved by Captain Cook's means, 
who fa foon as he faw their overfetting, fl:ripped himfelf, and four other that could 
fwim very well, and with all hafl:e pollible rowed unto them, and faved four. They 
were eleven in all, and feven of the chiefeft were drowned, whofe names were, Edward 
Spicer, Ralph Skinner, Edward Kelly, Thomas Bevis, Hance the furgeon, Ed\\'3rd 
Kelborn, Robert Coleman. This mifchance did fa much difcomfort the [;lilors, that 
they were all of one mind not to go any farther to feek the planters. But in the end 
by the commandll)ent and perfuafion of me and Captain Cook', they prepared the boats, 
and feeing the captain and me fo refolute, they feemed much more willing. Our boats 
and all things fitted again we put off from Hatorafk, being the number of nineteen perfons 
in both boats, but before we could get to the place where our planters were left, it was fo 
exceeding dark, that we ovedhot the place a quarter of a mile: there we efpied towards 
the north end of the il1and the light of a great fire through the woods, to the which we 
prefently rowed; when we came right over-againfi it,welet fall ourgrapllell near the fhore, 
and founded with a trumpet a call, and afterwards many famili;J.r Englifh tunes of fangs, 
and called to them friendly: but we had no anfwer, we therefore landed at day
break, and coming to the fire, we found the grafs and fundry rotten trees burning about 
the place: from hence we went through the woods to that part of the iDand uireB:ly 
over-againfl: Dafamonguepeuk, and from thence we returned by the water-fide, round 
about the north point of the iDand, until we came to the place where I left our colony 
in the year 1586. In all this way we faw in the fand the print of the fclYJ[';cS' feet of 
two or three forts trodden the night, and as'we entered up the fandy bank upon a tree, in 
the very brow thereof were curi?uDy carved the fair Roman letters C R 0: wbich 
letters prefently we knew to figmfy the place, where I mould find the planters feated, 
according to a fccret token agreed upon between them and me, at my !aft departure 
from th~m; which was, that in any ways tbey fhonld not fail to wri,e or carve 1111 the 
trees, or poits of the doors, the name of the place where they mould he ieated: for at 
my coming away they were prepared to remove from Roano;lk ~fty miles in~(, th.c 
main. Therefore at my departure from them, anna I S87, I vnlled them, th"t If 

they mould happen to be diltr~:rcd i.n any ~f thofe places, that then the~r fhQu!cl, ~~ll\ e 
over the letters or name, a CfOlS x 111 thIS lOrm, but we found no fueh ilgn of ([l;[;"e,'O. 
And having well confiderr:d of this, we pailed towards the pbee \\'here they were I(~~~ 
in fundry houfes, but ~ve fOUl~d the houies ~aken do':" 11, anJ the ;:lace very. f[ro~gly en
clofed with a high paMado ot great trees, WIth curnms and fhnkers ve',y fort.lIke, and 
one of the chief trees or pons at the right fide of the entrance Iud the barl:. t;J.;;:,c-l1 t);t~ 
and five feet from the ground in fair capital l(;tLtrs was graven CROLl. TOAN \,ith-
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out any crofs or fign of diftrefs: this done we entered into the paI.ifado, where we 
found many bars of iron, two piO's of lead, four iron fowlers, Iron facker iliot, 
and fuch like heavy things thrown

b 

here and there, almoft overgrown with grafs 
and weeds. 

From thence we went along by the water-fide, towards the point of the creek to 
fee if we could find any of the boats or pinnace, but we could perceive no fign of 
them, nor any of the [ail falkons and fmall ordnance which were left ~vith them. at my 
departure from them. At our return from the creek, fame of our fallors meetmg us, 
told us that they had found where divers chefts had been hidden, and long I fince 
digged up again and broken up, and much of the goods in them fpoiled and [cattered 
about, but nothing left of fuch things as the favages knew any ufe of, undefaced. Prefently 
Captain Cook and I went to the place, which was,in the end of an old trench, made 
two years pail by Captain Amadas; where we found five che1l:s that had been care
fully hidden of the planters, and of the fame cheils three were my own, and about the 
place many of my things fpoiled and broken, and my books torn from the covers, the 
ii'ames of fome of my piCtures and maps, rotten and fpoiled with rain, and my armour 
almoil eaten through with ruft: this could be no other but the deed of the favages 
our enemies at Dafamonguepeuk, who had watched the departure of our men to Croa
toan: and as foon as they were departed, digged up every place where they fufpeCl:ed 
any thing to be buried: but although it much grieved me to fee fuch fpoil of my 
goods, yet on the other fide I greatly joyed that I had fafely found a certain token 
of their fafe-being at Croatoan, which is the place where Manteo was born, and the favages 
of the ifland our friends. 

When we had feen in this place fo much as we could, we returned to our boats, 
and departed from the ihore towards our ihips with as much fpeed as we could, for 
the weather began to over-cafl:, and very likely that a foul and ftormy night would 
enfue. Therefore the fame evening with much danger and labour, we got ourfelves 
aboard, by which time the wind and feas were fa greatly rifen, that we doubted our cables 
and anchors would fcarcely hold until morning: wherefore the captain caufed the boats 
to be manned with five lufl:y m'en, who could fwim all well, and fent them to the little 
ifland on the right hand of the harbour, to bring aboard fix of our men, who had filled 
our cafk with freih water: the boat the fame night returned aboard with our men, 
but all our cz.fk ready filled they left behind, impoffible to be had aboard without 
danger of caf1:ing away both men and boats; for this night proved very {tormy 
and foul. 

The next morning it was agreed by the captain and myfelf, with the mafl:er and 
others to weigh anchor, and go for the place at Croatoan, where our planters v.ere; 
for that then the ,,-ind was good for that place, and alfo to leave that cafk with freih 
water on fuore in the ifland until our return. So then they brought the cable to the 
capfl:a'1, but whpn the anchor was almofl: apeak, the cable broke, by means whereof we 
loil another anchor, wherewith we drove fa fail into the ihore, that we were forced 
to let fall a third an~hor, which camdo fail home that the ihip was almofl: aground by 
Kenrick's Mounts, 10 that we were forced to let flip the cable end for end. And if it 
had not chanced that we had fallen into a channel of deeper water, clofer by the 
ihore than we accounted of, we could never have gone clear of the point that lyeth 
to the fouthward of Kenrick's Mounts. Being thus clear of fame dangers and 
gotten into deeper waters, but not without fome lofs; for we had but one cabl~ and 
anchor left us of fo,Ul", and the weather grew to be fouler and fouler; our viCtuals 
fcarce, and our cafk and freih water lofl:: it was therefore determined that we iliould 
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go for St. John or fame other ifland to the fouthward for freih water. But it was 
further propofed that if we could any way fupply our wants of viCtuals and other ne
ceifaries, either at Hifpaniola, St. John,or Trinadad, that then we fhould continue in 
the Indies all the winter following, with hope to make two rich voyages of one, and at 
our return to vifit our countrymen in Virginia. 

The captain and the whole company in the Admiral (with my earnell petitions) 
thereunto agreed, fo that it relled only to know what the maller of the Moon-light our 
confort would do herein: but when we demanded them if they would accompany us 
in that new determination, they alledged that their weak and leaky fhip was not able to 
continue it: wherefore the fame night we parted, leaving the Moon.light to go direaIy 
for England, and the Admiral fet his courfe for Trinadad, which courfe we kept 
two days. 

On the 28th the wind changed, and it was fet on foul weather every day, but this 
fiorm brought the wind W. and N. W. and blew fo forcibly that we were able to 
bear no fail but our fore-courfe half mall high, wherewith we ran upon the wind per 
force the due courfe for England, for that we were driven to change our firll deter
mination for Trinadad, and llood for the iflands of the Azores, where we purpofed to 
take in frefh water, and there hoped to meet with fome Englifh men of war about 
thofe ifIands, at whofe hands we might obtain fome fupply of our wants. And thus 
continuing our courfe for the Azores, fometimes with calms, and fometimes with very 
fcarce winds, on the 15th of September the wind came S. S. E. and blew fo exceedingly 
that we were forced to lie atry all that day. At this time by account we judged our
felves to be about twenty leagues to the wefl: of Cuervo and Flores, but about night the 
llorm ceafed, and fair weather enfued. 

On the 17th we faw Cuervo and Flores, but we could not come to anchor that 
night by reafon the wind fhifted. The next morning, the 18th, fl:anding in again for 
Cuervo, we defcried a fail a-head us, to ,vhom we gave chafe, but when we came near 
unto him we knew him to be a Spaniard, and hoped to make fme purchafe of him; 
but we underfl:ood at our fpeaking with him, that he was a prize, and of the Domingo 
fleet, already taken by the John our confort, in the Indies. 'TV e learned alfo of the 
prize, that our vice-admiral and pinnace had fought ",'itb the refl: of the Domingo fleet, 
and had forced them with their Admiral to flee unto Jamaica under the fort for fuc
cour, and fame of them ran themfelves aground, whereof one of them they brought 
away, and took out of fome others fo much as the time would permit. And further 
we underfl:ood of them, that in their return from Jamaica about the Organes near Cape 
St. Anthony, our Vice-admiral met with two fhips of the main land from Mexico, bound 
for Havanna, with whom he fought. In which fight our Vice-admiral's lieutenant 
was fIain, and the captain's right arm fl:rucken off, with four others of his men fIain, 
and fixteen hurt. But in the end he entered and took one of the Spaniih fhips, which 
was fo fhot by us under water, that before they could take out her treafure, ihe funk, 
fo that we lolt thirteen pipes of filver that funk with her, befides much other rich 
merchandize. And in the mean time the other Spanifh fhip, being pierced with nine 
iliot under water, got away; whom our vice-admiral intended to purfue: but fome 
of their men in the top made certain rocks, which they faw dbove water near the {hore, 
to be galleys of Havana and Cartagena, coming from Havana to refcue the two fhips_ 
Wherefore they gave over the chafe, and went for England. After this intelligence 
was given us by this our prize, he departed from us and went for England. 

On the 19th of September we came to anchor near a fmall village on the north fide 
of Flores, where we found riding five Englifh men of war, of whom \ve underfl:ood 
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that our Vice-admiral and prize were gone thence for England. One of there five 'Was 
-the Moon-light our confort, who upon the firf!: fight of our coming into Flores, fet fail 
and went for England, not taking any leave of us. 

On the 20th the Mary Rofe, admiral of the Queen's fleet, wherein was General Sir 
John Hawkins, f!:ood in with Flores, and divers others of the Queen~s fhips, namely, 
the Hope, the Nonpareillia, the Rainbow, the Swiftfure, the Forefight, with many other 
good merchants !hips of war, and many other good !hips and pinnaces, all attending'to 
meet with the King of Spain's fleet, coming Terra Firma of the Wef!: Indies. 

The 2zd we went aboard the Rainbow, and towards night we fpake with the Swifr~ 
fure, and give him three pieces. The captain defired our company, wherefore we 
willingly attended on them: who at this time with ten other fhips f!:ood for Fayal. 
But the General with the ref!: of the fleet were feparated from us, making two fleets, 
for the furer meeting of the Spani!h fleet. 

On the 23d we faw Gratiofa, where the Admiral and the ref!: of the Queen's fleet 
were come together. The Admiral put forth a flag of council, in which was deter. 
mined that the whole fleet !hould go for the main, and fpread themfelves on the coaf!: 
of Spain andPortugal, fa far as conveniently they might, for the furer meeting with the 
Spani{h fleet, in thofe parts. 

The 26(h we came to Fayal, where the Admiral with fame other of the fleet an. 
chadd, otherfome plyed up and down between that and Pico until midnight: at which 
time the Anthony !hot off a piece, and weighed, fhewing his light; after whom the whole 
fleet f!:ood to the eafi:, the wind at N. E. by E. 

The 27th towards evening we took our leave of the Admiral and whole fleet, who 
flood to the eaf!:. But our {hip accompanied with a fly-boat {toad in again with 
S. George, where we propofed to take in more frefh water, and fome other frefu 
viCtuals. 

On the 30th, feeing the wind hang fa northerly that we could not attain the Wand' 
(If S. George, we, gave over Otlr purpofe to water there, and the next day fi'amed Qur 

due courfe for England. 

OCTOBER. 

The zd of OCtober in the morning we faw S. Michael's HIand on our {tarboarct 
quarter. 

The z3d, at ten of the clock of the forenoon, we faw Ufhant in Britaigne. 
The 24th we came in f,tfety, God be thanked, to an anchor at Plymouth. 

THE 
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THE FIRST RELATION OF JAQUES eARTHIER OF S. MALO, 

OF THE 

NEW LAND, CALLED NEW FRANCE, 

NEWLY DISCOVERED IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1534 *. 

AFTER that Sir Charles of Movy, Knight, Lord of Meylleraye, and Vice.admiral 
of France, had caufed the captains, mafrers, and mariners to be fworn to behave 

themfelves truly and faithfully in the fervice of the moft Chrifiian King of France, 
under the charge of the faid Carthier, upon the 20th day of April 1534, we departed 
from the port of S. Malo, with two {hips of three fcore ton a.piece burthen, and fixty
one well appointed men in each one; and with fuch profperous weather we failed on
ward, that upon the loth day of May, we came to Newfoundland, where we entered 
into the npe of Buona Vifra, which is in latitude 48 degrees and a half, and in longi
tude , but becaufe of the great frore of the ice, that was along the faid land, we 
were conftrained to enter into an haven called S. Katherine's Haven, difrant from the 
other port about five leagues towards S. S. E.; there did we fray ten days looking for 
fair weather; and in the meanwhile we mended and dreffed our boats. 

Upon the 21ft of May the wind being in th@ W. we hoified fail and failed toward 
N. by E. from the cape of Buona Vifra, until we came to the Ifland of Birds, \yhich 
was environed about with a bank of ice, but broken and cracked: notwithfl:anding the 
faid bank, our two boats went thither to take in fame birds,whereof there is fuch plenty, 
that unlefs a man did fee them, he would think it an incredible thing: for albeit the 
ifland (which containeth about a league in circuit) be fa full of them, that they feem 
to have been brought thither, and faved for the nonce, yet are there an hundred fold 
as many hovering about it as within, fame of which are as big as jays, black and" 
white with beaks like unto crows: they lie always upon the fea; they cannot fly ve:-y 
high becaufe their wings are fa little, and no bigger than half one's hand, yet do thq 
fly as fwiftIy as any birds of the air level to the water; they are alfo exceeding fat, we 
named them Aporath. In lefs than half an hour, we filled two boats full of them, as 
if they had been with frones: fa that befides them which we did eat f.reDl, every !hip did" 
powder and faIt five or fix barrels full of them. 

Befides thefe, there is another kind of birds which hover in the air, and over the fea, 
leffer than the others; and thefe do all gather themfelves together in the iDand, and 
put themfelves under the wings of other birds that are greater: thefe we named 
Godertz. There are alfo of another lort, but bigger, and white, which bite even as 
doers thofe we named MargauL:. And albeit the laid iJland be fourteen leagues from 
th: l~ain land, notwithflanding bears come fwimming to eat of the [aid birds; and 
our men found one there as great as any cow, and as whire as any fwan, who in their 
prefence leaped into the fea; and upon \Vhitfun Monday (following our voyage to· 
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ward the land') we met her by the way, fwimmin~ towards land as fwiftly as we 
could fail. So [oon as we faw her we purfued her in our boats, and by main frrength 
took her, whofe Be{h was as good to be eaten as the Befh of a· cattle of two years 
old. The "\Vednefday following, being the 27th of the month, we came to the en
trance of the bay of the. Cafl:les, but becaufe the weather was ill, and the great frore of 
ice we found, we were conftrained to enter into an harbour about the faid entrance, 
called Carpllnt, where becaufe we could not come out of it, we frayed till the 9th of 
June, what time we departed, hoping with the help of God to fail further than the faid 
Carpunt, which i.:; in latitude 5 I degrees. 

The land from Cape Razo to Cape Degrad, which is the point of the entrance of the 
bay that tr.;ndeth from head to head towards N. N. E. and S. S. W. All this part of 
land is parted into iiLlllds, one fa near the other, that there are but fmall rivers between 
them, through the which you may pafs with little boats, therefore there are certain 
good harbours, among which are thofe of Carpunt and Degrad. In one of thefe 
iflands that is the higheft of them all, being on the top of it, you may plainly fee the 
two low iflands that are near to Cape Razo, from whence to the port of Carpunt they 
count it 25 leagues, and there are two entrances thereat, the one on the eafr, the other 
on the fouth of the ifland. But you muft take heed of the fide and point of the ean, 
becaufe that every where there is nothing elfe but fhelves, and the water is very fhallow. 
You muft go about the ifland toward the weft the length of half a cable or there
ahout, and then to go toward the fOllth to the faid Carpunt. Alfo you are to take 
heed of three {helves that are in the channel under water; and toward the ifland on the 
eaft fide in the channel, the water is of three and four fathom deep~ and clear ground. 
The other trendeth towards E. N. E., and on the weft you may go on fhore. 

Going from the point Degrad, and entering into the faid bay toward the W. by N. 
there is fame doubt of two jflands that are on the right fidejone of the which is diftant from 
the faid point three leagues, and the other feven, either more or lefs than the firfr, 
being a low and plain land, and it feemeth to be part of the main land. I named it 
S. Katherine's Ifland, in which towards the N. E. there is very dry foil; but about a 
quarter of a league from it, very ill ground; fa that you mufr go a little about. The 
faid ifland and the port of Cafl:les trend towards N. N. E. and S. S. W., and are about 
15 leagues arunder. From the faid port of Cafl:les to the port of Gutte, which is in the 
north-eailern part of the faid bay, that trendeth toward E. N. E. and W. S. W. there 
are twelve leagues and a half, and about two leagues from the port of Balances, that 
is to fay a third part athwart the faid bay; the depth being founded it is abollt thirty
eight fathoms, and from the faid port of Balances to the white fands toward W. S. W. 
there is ~fteen leagu.es, bll:t you muft take heed of a fhelf that lyeth about three leagues 
outward tram the fald whIte fands on the S. W. fide above water like a boat. 

"\Vhite Sand is a road in the which there is no place guarded from the fouth nor 
fouth-eail. But towards S. S. W. from the faid road there are two iflands one of the 
which is called Breft Ifland, an~ the other the Wand of Birds, in which there is great 
frore of godertz and crows WIth red beaks and red feet; they make their nefts in 
holes und.er the ground even as conies. .L\.. point of land being paired about a league 
from "\Vl:lte S:md, there is a po~t and paiTage found, called the Hlettes, a better place 
than WhIte S2-nd, and th~re .1S ~reat fi{hing: from the faid port of the Wettes unto 
anot~er calle~ Breil.' the ClrcUlt IS about ten leagues. This port is in lat. 5 I deg. 
$5 nun. and m 1~:lgItude . ~rom the Iflettes to th~t place there are many other 
li1ands, and the fald port of Breit IS aIfo amongfr thofe lflands. Moreover the ifiands 
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do COmpaL'l more than three leagues from the faid Brefl: being low and over them are 
the other lands above-mentioned feen. " 

Upon th~ Ioth June, we with our ihips entered into the port of Brefl:, to furnilh 
ourfelves wIth water and wood, and to make us ready to pafs the faid bav. Upon 
S. Barnabas day, fervice being heard, we with our boats went beyond the" faid bay, 
tow,:rd the w.ert, to fee what ha~bours were there: we paffed through the midfl: of 
the Ifiets,. whIch were fa many m number it was not pollible they might be told, for 
they connnued about ten leagues beyond the [aiel port. \Ve to reft ourfelves fl:aid in 
one of them a night, and there we found great ftore of duck eggs, and other birds 
that there do make their nefl:; we named them all the If1ettes. 

':fhe next day we paffed the faid iilands, ami beyond them all we found a good haven, 
~hIch . we named S. Anthony's Haven, and one or two leagues beyond, we found a 
httle nver toward the S. W. eoafl: that is between two other iilands and is a aood har-, b 

bour: and there we fet up a crofs, and named it S. Servan's Port: and on the S. W. 
fide of the faid port and river, about one league, there is a fmall iiland as round as an 
oven, environed about with many other little iilands, that give notice tu the faid ports. 
Further about two leagues there is another greater river, in which We took good fl:ore 
of falmon; that, we named S. James' River. Being in the faid r;ver we faw a fbip of 
Rachel, that the night before had paffed the port of Brefl:, where they thought IO have 
p"one a fiihing, but the mariners knew not where they were. \N e with our boats 
~pproached near unto it, and did direcr it to another port, one league more toward the 
weft than the faid river of S. James, which I take to be one of the befl: in all the world, 
and therefore we named it James earthier's Sound. If the foil were as good as the 
harbours are, it were a great commodity, but is not to be called the New Land, but 
rather {lanes and wild craggs, and a place fit for wild beafl:s; for in all the north iiland, 
I did not fee a cart-load of good earth, yet went I on ihore in many places; and in the 
iiland of White Sand there is nothing elfe but mofs and fmall ftones, fcattered here and 
there, withered and dry. To be ihort, I believe that this was the land that God allotted 
to Cain. There are men of an indifferent good fl:ature and bignefs. but wild and un~ 
ruly: they wear their hair tie.d o~ the top like a.wreath o~ hay, and put a :wooden ~it 
within it, or any other fuch thmg mfl:ead of a naIl, and With them they b1l1d certam 
birds' feathers. They are cloathed with beait's {kins, as well the men as \vomen, but 
the women go fomewhat H:raighter and clofer in their garments than the men do, 
with their waifl:s girded: they paint themfelves with certain roan colours: their 
boats are made of the bark of birch trees, with the which they fiih and take great 
{lor~' of feals, and as far as we could underf1::and flnce our coming thither, that is not 
their habitation, but they come from the main hnd out of hotter countries, to catch the 
feals and other neceiTaries for their living. 

Upon the 13th of that month we came to ?Uf fbips again with our boats o~ purpofe 
to fail forwards becaufe the weather was faIr, and on Sunday caufed fervlCe to be 
faid: then on Monday being the 15th of the month we departed from Brefl:, and 
failed towards the fouth to take a view of the lands that there we had feen, that feemed 
unto us to be two iilallds, but when we were amidfl: the bay, we knew it to be firm 
land, where was a great double cape, one above the .other, and the~'efore :ve named it 
the Double Cape. In the entrance of the bay, we founded, al:d iound It to be 100 
fathom round about us. From Brefl: to the DOLwle Cape, there IS about twemy leagues, 
and about five Of ilx leagues beyond we founded again, and found forty fathom water. 
;fhe faid land lieth N. E. and S. W. The next day being the 16th of thl' month, we 
failed along the faid coafl towards the S. \V. by S. about thirty-five leagues fi-om the 
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Double Cape, where we found very fleep and wild hills, among the which were feen 
c.~rt:lin [mall cabins, which we in the country c:dl granges, and therefore we named 
them the Hills of the Granges. The other lands and :nountains are all ~r:ggy, cleft, 
and cnt, and betwixt them and the rea, there are other Iflands, but low. I he day be
fore throufTh the dark mifls and fogs of the \veather, \,'e could not have fight of any 
land, but i~~ the evening we fpied an entrance into the land, by a river among the faid 
Hill of Granr)"es and a cape lying toward the S. \V. about three leagues from us. The 
faid Cape is ~n ~he top of it bl.unt pointed and alfo toward the fea, it. endeth i~ a poi~t, 
wherefore we named it the Pomted Cape; on the north fide of whICh there IS a plam 
ifland. But becaufe we would have notice of the [aid entrance, to fee if there were 
any good havens, we flruck fail for that night. The next day, the 17th, we ha? flormy 
weather from N. E. wherefore we took our way toward the S. W. untIl Thurf. 
day morning, and we went about thirty-feven leagues, till we came athwart a bay, full 
of round iflands like dove-heufes, and therefore 'we named them the Dove Houfes . 
. And from the bay of St. Julian from the which [0 a cape that lyeth S. by W. which 
we called Cape Royal, there are feven leagues, and towards the W. S. vV. fide of the 
faid cape there is another that beneath is all craggy, and above round. On the 
north fide of which, about half a league, there lyeth a low land: that cape we named 
the Cape of Mille. Between thefe two capes there are certain low lands, above 
which there are alfo certain others that [hew that there be fome rivers. About two 
leagues from Cape Royal we founded and found twenty fathom water; and there is 
the greatefl fifhing for cods that poffibly may be: for Haying for our company, in lefs 
than an hour we took about one hundred of them. 

The next day being the 18th of the month, the wind with fuch rage turned againfl 
us, that we were confl:rained to go back towards Cape Royal, thinking there to find fome 
harbour, and with our boats went to difcover between the Cape Royal and the Cape of 
Milk, and found that above the low iilands is a great and very deep gulfe, within 
which are certain iilands. The faid gulfe on the fouth ,fide is ibut up. The aforefaid 
low grounds are on one of the fides of the entrance, and Cape Royal is on the other. 
The faid low grounds do fl:retch themfelves mme than half a league within the fea: 
it is a plain country but an ill foil, and in the midil of the entrance thereof there is an 
ifland. The [aid gulfe in latitude is 48 degrees and a half, and in longitude • 
That night we found no harbour, and therefore we launched out into the fea, leaving 
the cape toward the weft. 

From the faid day until the 24th of the month, being S. 10hn's day, we had both 
ftormy weather, and wind againil us, with fuch darknefs and mifls, that until S. 10hn's 
day we could have no fight of any land, and then had we fight of a cape of land, that 
from Cape R?yal li2th S. W. about 35 leagues, bu~ that day was fo foggy and mifly, 
that we could not come near land, and becaufe It was S. 10hn's day, we named it 
Cape S. 10hn . 

. T~e next day being .the 25th of the month, the weather was alfo flormy, dark, and 
wmoy, but yet we faIled p~rt of the way towards vV. N. W. and in the evening 
we put oUffell't's athwart until the fecond quaN:er: when as we departed then did we 
by our cGmp;1[s know that we were N. vV. by \TV. about feven leagues and a half from 
the Cape o± S. John, and as we were about to hoiil fail, the wind turned into the N. W. 
wh~refore we went S. E. ~bout fifteen leagues, :mel came to three iilands, two of 
whIch are as i1:eep and as uprIght as any wall, fo that It was not poffible to climb them: and 
between the~ there is a lit~le rock. Thefe iilands \vere as full of birds, as any field 
or meadow IS of grafs, which there do make their neils, and in the greatefi of them, 
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there was a great and infinite number of thofe we call Margaulx, that are white and 
bigger than any geefe, .which were fevered ~n one part. In the other were only Godetz 
and great Apponatz, hke to thofe of that Ifland that we above have mentioned. We 
went down to the loweft parr of the leaft ifland, where we Irjlled above a thoufand ofthofe 
Godetz and Apponatz. \Ve put into cur boats fo many of them as we pleafed, for in 
lefs .than one hour we might have filled thirty fuch boats of them: we named them 
the lilands of Margaulx. Abuut five leagues from the faid iflanu3 on the weft, there 
is another ifland that is about two leagues in length, and fo much in breadth: there 
did we ftay all night to take in water and wood. That ifland is environed round about 
with fand, and hath a very good road about it three or four fathom deep. Thofe 
iflands have the beft foil that ever we faw, for that one of their fields is more worth 
than all the New-land. We found it all full of goodly trees, meadows, fields full of 
wild corn, and peafon bloomed, as thick, as rank, and as fair, as any can be feen in 
Britaing; fa that they feemed to have been ploughed and fowed. There was alfo 
great ftore of goofeberries, ftrawberries, damafk rofes, parfley, with other very [weet 
and pleafant herbs. About the faid ifland are very great beafts as great as oxen, \V-hich 
have two great teeth in their mouths like unto elephant's teeth, and live alfo in the 
fea. We faw one of them fleeping upon the bank by the water, we thinking to take, 
went to it with our boats, but fo foon as he heard us, he caft himfelf into the fea. 
We alfo faw bears and wolves: we named it Brion's Ifland. About it towards S. E. 
and N. W. there are great lakes. As far as I could gather and comprehend, I think 
that there be fame paifage between Newfoundland and Brion's Hland: if fo it were, 
it would be a great iliortening, as well of the time as of the way, if any perfeCtion 
could be found in it. About four leagues from that ifland towards W. S. \lV. is the 
firm land, which feemeth to be as an ifland encompaifed about with little iflands of 
fands. There is a goodly cape which we named Cape Dolphin, for there is the be
ginning of good grounds. On the 27th of June we compaifed the faid lands about, 
that lies W. S. W.: and afar off they feem to be little hills of fand, for they are but 
low lands, we could neither go to them, nor land on them, becaufe the wind was againft 
us. That day we went fifteen leagues. 

The next day we went along the faid land about ten leagues, till we came to a cape 
of red land, that is all craggy, within the which there is a break looking toward the 
north. It is a very low country. There is alfo between the fea and a certain pool, a 
plain field; and from the cape of land and the pool unto another cape there are about 
fourteen leagues. The land is fa{hioned as it were half a circle, all compaffed about 
with fand like a ditch, over which as far as one's eye can ftretch, there is nothing but 
marili grounds and fianding pools. And before you come to the firft cape, very near 
the main land there are two little iflands. About five leagues from the fecond cape to
wards the S. W. there is another ifland very high and pointed, which we named 
Alezai. The firft cape named St. Peter's Cape, becaufe upon that day we came 

thither. 
From Brion's mand to this place there is good anchorage of fand, and having founded 

towards S. W. even to the {hare above five leagues, we found twenty-five fathom \\ del', 

and within one league twelve fathom, and very near the {bore fix fl.thoms, rather mr,re 
than lefs, and alfo good anchorage. But becaufe .we would be the better acquaintt':l 
with this fiony and rocky ground, we~ftruck our. falls low and ath,,;,art., Th,:: next ~ay 
being the 29th the wind blew S. by E. We falled weftward until 1 uefd~y FlOrnmg 
the 30th at fun-rifing, withou~ any fight or knowl;dge of any land except. m the even· 
ing towards fun-fet, that we d!fcovered a land whIch feemed to be two lilands, that 
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were beyond us W. S.W. about nine, or ten, leagues. All the next day, till t;ext 
morning at fun-rifing we fa~led ~efi:ward about 40 leagues~ and by the way we perceived 
that the land we had feen hke Iflands, was firm land, lymg S. S. E. and N. N. W. to 
a very good cape of land called Cape Orleans. All the faid land is low a~d p.la!n, and 
the fairefi that may poilibly be feen, full of goodly meadows and trees. 1 rue It ~s, that 
we could find no harbour there becaufe it is all full of !helves and fands. V\r e With our 
boats went on !hore in many pl~ces, and amongfi: the refi: we entered into a goodly river, 
but very !hallow, which we named the River of Boats, becaufe th~re we faw b~ats f~U 
of wild men that v{ere croilin lT the river. We had no other notice of the fald Wild 
men' for the wind came fro~ the fea, and fa beat us againfi: the ibOl'e, that we were 
confi:;ained to retire ourfelves with our boats towards our 111ips. Till the next day 
morning at fun-rifing being the I fi: of July, we failed ~. E: in whi;h t:m~ there rofe 
great mifis and fi:orms, and therefore we fi:ruck our farls tIll two a clock m the after
noon, that the weather became clear, and there we had fight of Cape Orleans and of 
another about feven leagues from us, lying N. by E. and that we calle? ,Wild Men's 
Cape. On the north fide of this Cape about half a league, there iii a very dangerous' 
ibelf and bank of fi:ones. Whilfi: we were at this cape we faw a man running after our 
boats that were going along the coafi:, who made figns unto us that we !hould return 
towards the faid cape again. We feeing fuch figns began to turn toward him, but he 
feeing us come began to flee: fo foon as we were come on !hare, we fet a knife before 
him and a woollen girdle on a little fi:aff, and then came to our !hips again. That day 
we trended the faid land about nine or ten leagues, hoping to find fome good harbour, 
but it was not poilible: for as I have faid already it is a very low land, and invironed 
round about with great !helves. N everthelefs we went that day on !hare in four plaCE.S, 
to fee the goodly and fweet fmelling trees that were there. We found them to be 
cedars, yew trees, pint':s, and white elms, a!hes, willows, with many other forts of 
trees to us unknown, but without any fruit; the grounds where no wood is, are very 
fair, and full of peafon, white and red goofeberries, ftrawberries, blackberries, and 
wild corn even like unto rye, which feemed to have been fown and ploughed. This 
country is of better temperature than any other that can be feen, and very hot. There 
are many thrufhes, ftockdoves, and other birds. To be iliort, there wanteth nothing 
but good harbours. 

The next day being the 2d July, we difcovered and had fight of land on the 
northern fide towards us, that did jam unto the land aforefaid, all compaffed about, 
and we know that it had about in depth and as much athwart: we named 
it St. Lunario's Bay, and with our boats we went to the cape towards the north, and 
found the !hore fo !hallow, that at the fpace of a league from the land there was but a 
~athom water. On the~. E. fic1~ of the faid. cape, about L:ven or eight leagues, there 
IS anot~er cape of land, m the mldfi: thereof IS a bay fa!hioned triangle wife, very deep, 
and fo fa~ off as we could ken from it, the fame lieth N. E. The faid bay is compaffed 
about With fands and !helves about 10 leagues from the land, and there is but two 
fathom water. From the faid cape to the bank 01' tIle other, there is about 15 leagues. 
We being ~crofs the faid capes, difcovered another land and cape, and as far as we 
could k9n It lay N. by~. All that night t~e :veather was very ill, and great winds, 
fo that we were confrramed to bear a fmall fall tIll next morning, when Jhe wind came 
from the weft, and we failed northward to have a fight of the land that we had left all, 
the N. E. fi~e above the low lands, above which high and low lands there is a gulfe, 
or breach, m fome places 55 fathom deep, and IS leagues in breadth. By reafon of 
the great depth and breadth of the gulfe, and cbange of the lands, we were in great 
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~opes that ~e fuould find a paifage, like unto the paffage of the CallIes. The faid gulfe 
!Ieth E. N. E. and W. S. W. The ground that lieth on the fouth fide of the faid gulfe, 
IS as good and e",fy to be manured, and full of as goodly fields and m2adows, as any 
that ever we have feen, as plain and fmooth as any die: and that which lieth on the 
north is a country altogether hilly, full of woods and very high and great trees of fundry 
forts: among the reft there are goodly cedars, and fir trees, as pallibly can be feen, 
able to make mares for ihips of 3(1') ton: neither did we fee any place that was not 
full of .the faid trees, except two only that \vere full of goodly meadows, with two 
very faIr lakes. The midft of the faid bay is 47 degrees and a half in latitude. 

The cape of the faid fouth land was called the Cape of Hope, through tbe hope that 
there we had to find fome paifage. The 4th July we went along the coaft of the faid 
lan~ on the northerly fide to find fame harbour, where we entered into a creek altogether 
open towards the fauth, where there is no fuccour againfr the V!il~d : we thought- good 
to name it S. Martin's Creek. There we frayed from the 4th of July until the 12th. 
While we were there, on Monday being the 6th of the month, f..'rvice being done, we 
w~th one of our boats went to difcover a cape and point of land that on the \vefl:ern fide 
was about feven or eight leagues from us, to fee which way it did bend, and being within 
half a league of it, we faw two companies of boats of wild men going from one land to 
the other; their boats were in number about 40 or 50, one part of which came to the 
faid point, and a great number of the men went on {hore making a great noife, beckon
ing unto us that we {hould come on land, ihewing certain ikins upon pieces of wood, 
but becaufe we had but one only boat we would not go to them, but went to the other 
fide lying in the fea: they feeing us flee prepared two of their boats to follow us, with 
which came alfo five more of them that were coming from the fea fide, all which ap
proached near unto our boat, dancing and making many figns of joy and mirth, as it 
were defiring our friend {hip, faying in their tongue N apeu tondamen aifurtah, with 
many other words that we underfrood not. But becaufe, as we have faid, that we had 
but one boat, we would not frand to their courtefy, but made figns unto them that they 
fhould turn back, which they would not do, but with great fury came towards us, and 
fuddenlywith their boats compaifed us about. And b~caufe they would not away from us 
by anyfigns that we could make, we {hot off two pieces among them, which did fo terrify 
them, that they put themfelves to flight towards the faid point, making a great noife: 
and having fraid awhile, they began anew, even as at finl to come to us again, and 
being come near to our boat, we frruck at them with two lances, which thing was fa 
great a terror unto them, that with great hafl:e they began to flee, and would no more 
follow us. 

The next day part of the faid wild men. with nine of their boats, came to the point 
and entrance to the creek, where we with our ihips were at road. vVe being adver. 
tifed of their coming, went to the point where they were with our boats: but fo foon a~ 
they faw us, they.began to flee, making figns th~t they c~me to traffick with us, 
:lhewing us fuch ikms as they cloathe themf~lves wIthall, wh:ch are ~f fmall value. 
We likewife made figns unto them that we wI{hed them no evIl: and m fign thereof 
two of our meh ventured to go on land to them, and carry tpem knives with other iron 
wares and a red hat to give unto their captain. \Vhich when they faw they alfo came 
on la~d, and brought fome of their ikins, an~ fo beg:an to d~al wi~h us; feeming to be 
very glad to have our iron wares and other thmgs, .ihll dancmg WIth many other cere
monies as with their hands to caft fea water on theIr heads. They gave us whatfoever 
they had, not keeping any thing, fo that they were con~rained to.go back ag~in n~ked, ",nd 
made us figns that the next day they would come agam, and brmg more fkins wlth them. 
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Upon the Sth of the m?nth, becaufe t~1e wind was ~ot good to go out with our fhips, 
we fet our boats in a readmefs to go to. difcover the faId b.ay, a~d that ~ay we ~vent 25 
leagues within it. The next day the wmd and weath~r bemg faIr, we faIled untIl noon, 
in which time we had notice ora great part of the fald bay, and how that over the low 
lands there were other lands with high mountains: but feeing that there w~s. no paffage 
at all, we began to turn back again taking our way along the.coaft : and fadmg we faw 
certain wild men that ftood upon the fhore of a lake, that IS among the low grounds, 
who were making fire~ and fmokes : we went thither and found that there was a chan. 
nel of the fea that did enter into the lake, and fetting our boats at one of the banks of 
the channel, the wild men with one of their boats came unto us, and brought us pieces 
of feals ready fodden, putting them upon pieces of wood: then retiring themfelves ~hey 
would make figns unto us, that they did give them us. We fent two men unto them, 
with hatchets, knives, beads, and fuch other like ware, whereat they were very glad; 
and by and by, in clufters they came to the fhore, where we were, in boats, bringing 
with them ikins and other fuch things as they had, to have of our wares. They were 
more than 300 men, women, and children, fome of the women which came not over, 
we might fee fiand up to their knees in water, flnging and dancing: the other that had 
pafTed the river where we were, came very friendly to us rubbing our arms with their 
own hands, then would they lift them up toward heaven, fhewing many figns of glad· 
nefs: and in fuch wife were we affured one of another, that we very familiarly began to
traffic for whatfoever they had, till they had nothing but their naked bodies: fo they 
gave us all, whatfoever they had, and that was but of fmall value. We perceived that 
this people might very eafily be converted to our religion. They go from place to place, 
they live only with fifhing. They have an ordinary time to fifh for their provifion. The 
country is hotter than the country of Spain, and the faireft that can poiIibly be found, 
altogether fmooth and level. There is no place be it never fo little, but it hath fome 
trees, (yea albeit it be fandy), or elfe is full of wild corn, that hath an ear like unto rye: 
the corn is like oats, and fmall peafon as thick as if they had been fowed and ploughed, 
white and red goofeberries, firawberries, blackberries, white and red rofes, with many 
other flowers of fweet and pleafant fmell. There be alfo many goodly meadows full 
of grafs, and lakes wherein great plenty of falmons be. They call a hatchet in their 
tongue eochi, and a knife Bacon. We named it the Bay of Heat. 

Being certified that there was no pafTage through the faid bay, we hoified fail and 
went from S. Martin's Creek on Sunday the 12th July, to go and difcover further 
beyond the faid bay, and went along the fea coaft eaftwards about 18 leagues, till we 
came tet the Cape of Prato, where we found the tide very great, but fhallow ground, 
and the fea fiorm fa, that we were confirained to draw towards fhore, between the faid 
cape and an ifland lying eafiward ab(mt a league from the faid cape, where we caft 
anchor for the night. The next morning we hoified fail to trend the faid coaft about, 
'.vhich Iyet? N .N. E. but there rofe fuch a ftormy and raging wind againft us, that we 
were reH:ramed to come to the place again, from whence we were come. There did we 
Hay all that day till the next that we hoiH:ed up fail, and came to the midft of a river 
~ve or fix leagues fro~ the Cape of Prato northward, and being over athwart the faid 
rIver, t.here arofe agam a contrary wind, with great fogs and ftorms, fo that we were 
confiramed. upon t~~ 14th to enter into the faid river, and there did we ftay till the 
16t?, lookmg for talr we~ther to come out of it; on which day the wind became fo 
:agm~ th~t one of our !J:lPS loft an an.chor, and we were conftrained to go up higher 
mto toe rIVeT, feven or eight leagues, mto a good harbour and around, that we with 
our beats found out, and through the evil weather, tempefi, and darknefs that was~ 
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we ftaid in. the raid harbour till the 25th of the month, not being able to put out: in 
the mean tlme ~e faw a great ~ult.itude of wild men that were fiihing for mackerels, 
whereof there IS great. fiore. TheIr b?ats were about 40, and the perfons what with 
men, women, and ~~Ildren .200 : .which after they had hanted our company a while, 
th~y came very famIlIarly WIth theIr boats to the fides of our ihips; we gave them 
kmves, combs, beads of gla:fs, and other trifles of fmall value, for which they made 
many figns of gladnefs, lifting their hands up to heaven, dancing and finaina in their 
boats. . Thefe men may very ~ell and truly be called wild, becaufe there is ~o poorer 
people III the world. For I thmk all they had together befides their boats and nets 
was not worth five fous. They go altogether naked, faving their privities, which ar~ 
covered with a little :fk.in, and certain old :fk.ins which they caft upon them. Neither in 
nature nor in language, do they in any whit agree with them we faw firft : their he:lds 
be altogether ihaven, except one buih of hair, which they fuffer to grow on the top of 
their crown, as long as a horfe's tail, and then with certain leather ihinas bind it in a 
knot upon their heads. They have no other dwelling but their boats, which they turn 
upfide down, and under them they lay themfelves all along upon the bare ground. 
They eat their fleih almofi raw, fave only that they heat it a little upon fome embers of 
coals: fo do they their fiih. Upon Magdalen's day, we with our boats went to the 
bank of the river, and freely went on ihore among them, whereat they made many 
figns, and all their men in two or three companies began to fing and dance, feeming to 
be very glad of our coming. They had caufed all the young women to flee into the 
wood, two or three excepted, that fiaid with them, to each of which \ye gave a comb, 
and a little bell made of tin, for which they were very glad, thanking our captain, 
rubbing his arms and breafts with their hands. When the men faw us give fomething 
to thofe that had fiayed, it caufed all the reft to come out of the wood, to the end they 
ihould have as much as the others. Thefe women were about 20, who altogether in a 
knot fell upon our captain, touching and rubbing him with their hands, according to 
their manner of cheriihing and making much of one, who gave to each of them a little 
tin bell: then fuddenly they began to dance and fing many fangs. There we found great 
flare of mackrels, that they had taken, upon the fhore, with certain nets that they make 
to fiih, of a kind of hemp that groweth in that place where ordinarily they abide; for 
they never come to the fea but only in fiihing time. As far as I underfl:and, there 
groweth likewife a kind of millet as big as peafon, like unto that which groweth in 
Brafil, which they eat infiead of bread. They had great fiore of it, they call it in their 
tongue Kapaige. They have alfo prunes (that is to fay damfons) \\-hich they dry for 
winter as we do; they call them Honefta. They have alfo figs, nuts, apples, and 
other fruits and beans. If we ihewed them any thing that they have not, nor know not 
what it is, ihaking their heads, they will fay Nohda, which is as much as to f~y, they 
have it not, nor they know it not. Of thofe things they have they \voulJ with figns 
ihew us how to drefs them, and how they grow. They eat nothing that has any tafie 
of fait. They are very great thieves, for they will filch and fieal \\hatfoever they can 
lay hold of, and all is £lih that cometh to net. 

Upon the 24th of the month \',-e caufed a fair high crofs to be made of ~he height of 
30 feet, which was made in the prefence of ~any of them, up?n th~ pomt of the en
trance of the faid haven, in the midfi whereof we hanged up a ihleld WIth three fleur de 
luces in it, and in the top was carved in the wood with al~tique letters t~is pofie. 
Vive Ie Roi de France. Then before them all we fet It upon the fald pomt. 
They with great heed beheld both the making and f~tting of it up. So foon as it 
was up, we altogether kntcLcd clOV/ll before them, WIth o~r hands towards heaven, 
yielding God thanks. And Vie made figns unto them, ihewlP.g them the heavens and 
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that all our falvatioll depended only on him which in them d,.velleth: whereat they 
fhewed a great z,cirnir260n, looking ~r[l at ?ne an~ther, and. then upon th~ croFi'· 
And after we were returned to our ihlPS, theIr captam clad WIth an old bear s fkm, 
with three of his fans, and brother of his with him, came unto us in one of their boats, 
but they came not fo near us as they were vIOnt to cl? : there he; ?;ade a long oration 
to us fhewinp' us the crofs 'we had fer up, and makmg .' , :"ofs wItn two fingers, then 
did he {hew l~S all the country about us, as if he would fay that all was his, and that 
we ihould not fet up any crofs WIthol]t his leave. His talk being ended ,ve ihewed 
to him an axe, faining that we would give it him for his ikin, to which he liO:ened, for 
by little and little he came near to our {hips.. ~ne o~ our fellows that was in our boat, 
took hold on theirs, and fuddenly leaped mto It, WIth two or three ,more, who en~ 
forced them to enter into our !hips whereat they ""ere greatly aO:om!hed. But our 
captain did frraightways affure them, that they ihould have no harm, nor any injury 
offered them at all, and en tertained them very freely, making them eat and drink. 
'Then did we !hew them with figns, that the crofs W2.S but only fet up to be as a hti,'ht 
and leader which ways to enter into the port, and that we !hould fhortly come again, 
and bring good frore of iron wares and other things, but that we "would take two of 
his children with us, and afterwards bring them to the faid port again, and fa we 
cloathed two of them in !hirts, and coloured coats, with red caps, and put about every 
one's neck a copper chain, whereat they were greatly contented: then gave they their 
old doaths to their fellows that went back again, and we gave to each one of thofe 
three that went back, a hatchet and fome knives, which made them very glad. After 
thefe were gone and had told the news unto their fellows, in the afternoon there came 
to our !hips fix boats of them, with five or fix men in everyone, to take their fare
wells of thofe two we han detained to take with us, and brought them fame fi!h, utter~ 
ing many words which we did not underO:and, making figns that they would not remove 
the crofs we had fet Bp. 

The next day, being the 15th of the month, we had fair weather and went from the 
faid port: and being out of the river we failed N. N. E. for after the entrance into the 
faid river, the land is environed about, and maketh a bay in manner of half a circle, 
where being in our !hips, we might fee all the coaO: failing behind, which we came to 
feek; the land lying S. E. and N. W. the courfe of which was diftant from the river 
about 10 leagues. • ~ 

On the 17th of the month, about fun fet we went along the [aid land, as we have 
faid, lying S. E. and N. W. till the z9th that we faw another cape where the land be~ 
.ginneth to bend toward the eaD:. vVe went along about IS leagues, then doth the land 
begin to turn northward. About three leagues from the [aid cape we founded and 
found 14 fathom water. The faid lands are plain, and the fairefr and moO: without 
\voods that we have feen, with goodly green fields and meadows. We named the [aid 
cape, S. Alvi~e Cape, becaufe that was his day; it is in 49 degrees and a half latitude. 
On that mornmg we were on the eaO: fide of the cape; and being almoO: night we went 
northweO:ward to approach near to the faid land, which trendeth north and fouth. From 
S. ~lvife Cape to another called Cape Mcffiorancy, about IS leagues, the land be
gnmeth to bend N. W. About three leagues from the [aid cape we would needs found 
but we could fin~ no ground at ISO falhorn, yet went we along the faid land about te~ 
leag~es to the latItud~ of 50 degrees. On the firO: of, Auguft by fun rifing we had 
certam oth~r lands lymg N. ~nd N. E. that were y -cry hIgh and craggy, and feemed to 
be mountams : between whIch were other low lands with woods and rivers: we went 
about ~he [aid lands as weil on th: one fide as the other, frill bending N. W. to fee if it 
·were elther a gulfe or a paffage nIl the 5th of the month. The diftance from one land 
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to the other is about 15 leagues. The middle between them both is 50 deg-. 20 min. in. 
I~titude.. \7 e had much ado t? go five miles further the winds were fo great, and the: 
tId: agamft us ; . and at five rmle.s end we might plainly perceive land on both fides, 
whIch. there begmneth to fpread Itfelf, but becaufe we rather fell than got away againfl: 
the wmd, . we "lvent toward land, purpoflng to go to another cape of land lying fouth
ward, whIch "lvas the farthermofc out into the land that "lve could fcc:, about five leagues 
from us, but fo foon as we came thither, we found it to be nought eIfe but rocks, ftones

J 

and craggy cliffs, f\.fch as we had not found any where fince we had failed fouthward 
from S. John's Cape: and then was the tide with us, which carried us againfi: the wind 
w~ftward, fo that as we were failing along the faid coaft, one of our boats touched a. 
rock, and fuddenl y went over, but we were conftrained to leap out for to direcl: it 
according to the tide. . 

After we had failed along the faid coaft for the fpace of t\'I"O hours, behold the tide 
began. to turn againft us with fo fwift and raging a courfe, that it was nat pollible for 
us, WIth 13 oars to row or get one fione's caft further: fo that we were coni1rained to 
leave .our boats with fome of our men to guard them, and TO or 12 men went afhore to 
the fald cape, where we found that the land beginneth to bend S. 1.'/. which hayinfJ" 
feen we came to our boats again, and fo to our fhips, which were fiil! ready under fail 
hoping to go forward: but for all that they were fallen m re than four leagues to lee
ward from the place where we had left them, where fa fa on as w:; came, we afTembled 
together all our captains, mafiers, and mariners, to have their adv;cc and opinion what 
was belt to be done: and after that everyone had faid, confiJering that the eafl:erly 
winds began to bear fway and blow, and that the flood was fo great we did but fall. 
and that there was nothing to be gotten and that Harms and tempells began to reign in 
Newfoundland, and that we were [0 far from home, not knowing the perils and dangers 
that were behind, for either we mUft agree to return home again, or elfe to flay there 
all the year. Moreover we did confider that if the northern winds did take us, it were 
not pollible for us to depart thence. All which opinions being heard 'lnd confidered. 
we altogether determined to addrefs ourfelves hOlllew;1rcL Now becaufe upon S~ Peter's 
day we entered into the faid [haight, we named it S. Peter's Straight. Vile founded it 
in many places, in fome we found ISO fathom, in fame 100, and near the fhore 60, 

and Clear ground. From that day till VI ednefday following we had a good and 
profperous gale of wind, fa that we trended the [aid north [hare E. S. E. vV. N. W~ 
for [ueh is the fituation of it, except one cape of low lands that bende[h more toward 
the S E. about 25 leagues from the ;'k\i:;~'--t. Ii} this place we faw certain fmokes that 
the people of the country made upon ;:he LiC cape, but becaufe the wind blew us 
toward the coaft we went not to them, which when they faw they came with two boats 
ano. twelve men unto HC" and as freely came unto our fhips, as if they had been French
men, and gave us to underfland that they came j~rom the great gulfe, and that Tiennot 
was their captain, who then was upon that C;1.F2 ma~,,-ing figns unto us, that they were 
going home to their countries wher:u- we were co~:e with our fhips, and. that they were' 
laden with fifh. We named the fud cape, CaF 11ennct. From the fald cape all the 
land trendeth E. S. E. and W. N. W. All thefe lands lie low, very pleafant environed 
with fand, where the fea is intermingled with marihes and fhallows, the [pace of 20 

leagues: then doth the land begin to trend ~rom ~eft to E. N. E. altogether environed 
with iflands two or three leagues from land, m whIch as fu as we could fee are many 
dangerous !hoals more than four ?r five leagues frOl? land. . 

From the faid Wednefday untIl Saturday followmg we had a great wmd from the 
S. W. which caufeu us to Tun E. N. E. on which day we came to the eafterly parts of 
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Newfoundland, between the granges and the double cape: there began great !l:ormy 
winds coming from the eaft with great rage: wherefore we coafted the cape N. N. W. 
to fearch the narthern parts, which is (as we have faid) all environed with iflands; and. 
being near the faid iflands and land, the wind turned into the fauth, which brought us 
within the faiel gulfe, fa that the next day, being the 9th of Auguft, we by the grace of 
God entered within the WhIte Sands. And this is fa much as we have difcavered. After 
that upon the 15th of Auguil:, we altogether departed from the port of White Sands, 
and with a happy and a profperous weather, we came into the middle of the fea, that is 
between Newfoundland and Britany. In which place we were toifed and turmoiled 
three days long with great ftarms and windy tempefls coming from the eafi:, which with 
the aid and affiflance of God we; fuffered : then had we fair weather, and upon the 
5th of September, in the faid year, we came to the port of S. Malo whence we 
departed. 

A SHOR1' 



A SHORT A~D BRIEF NARRATIO~ 

()1I' THE 

NAVIGATION MADE BY THE COMMANDMENT OF THE KING OF FRANCE, 

TO THE 

ISLANDS OF CANADA, HOCHELAGA, SAGUENAY, AND DIVERS 
OTHERS, WHICH NOvV ARE CALLED NE,V FRANCE; 

WITH THE PARTICULAR CUSTOMS AND MANNERS OF THE I~HADITANTS THEREI:C;.* 

IN the year of our Lord 1535, upon Whit[unday, being the 16th of May, by the 
commandment of our Captain James Cartier, and with a common accord, in the 

cathedral church of S. Malo, we devoutly each one confeifed our[elves, and received 
the facrament: and all entering into the choir of the faid church, we prefented our
felves before the reverend father in Chrift, the Lord Billiop of S. Malo, who bleifed 
us all, being in his billiop's robes. The Wednefday following, being the 19th of 
May, there arofe a good gale of wind, and therefore we hoifted fail with three {hips, 
that is to fay, the Great Hermina, being in burthen, about 100 or 120 ton, wherein 
the aforefaid Captain James Cartier was general, and Mafter Thomas Frofmont chief 
mafter, accompanied with Mafter Claudius de Pont Briand, fon to the Lord of 
Montceuell, and cup-bearer to the dauphin of France, Charles of Pomeraces, John 
Pawlet, and other gentlemen. In the fecond {hip called the Little Hermina, being of 
three-fcore ton burthen, were Captains, under the faid Cartier, Mace Salobert, and 
Mafter, William Marie. In the third {hip called the Hermerillon, being of 40 ton in 
burthen, were Captains M. William Britton and M. James Maingare. So we failed 
with a good and profperous wind, until the 20th of the faid month, at which time the 
weather turned into ftorms and temp efts, the which with contrary winds and darknefs, 
endured fa long, that our lliips being without any reft, fuffered as much as any Jbps 
that ever went on feas: fo that the 25th of June, ?y ~eafon of that foul and foggy 
weather, all our {hips loft fight of one another agam tIll we came to Newfoundland, 
where we appointed to meet. After we had loft one another, we in the general's {hip 
were with contrary winds toft to and fro on the fea, until the 7th of July, upon which 
day we arrived at Newfoundland, and came to the if1and called the Hland of Birds, 
which lyeth from the main land 14 leagues. This iiland is fo full of birds, that all our 
/hips might have been freighted with them, and yet fron: the great number that there is, 
it would not feem that any were taken away. \Ve to VIctual ourfelves filled two boats 
of them. This Wand hath the pole elevated 49 deg. 40 min. Upon the 8tt of the 
faid month we failed further, and with a profperous weather came to the port called 
the Port of White Sands, that is in the Bay called the B~y of Caftels, where we had 
purpofed to meet and flay together the 15th of the faid month. In this place therefore 
we looked for our fellows, that is to fay, the other two [hips, till the 26th, on which 
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day both came together. So foon {ItS our fellows. were eome we fet our :lb!ps in a rea~i. 
nefs, taking in water,. wood, and other nece{fanes? . and then on the 29tn of the faid 
month, we hoifted fall to pafs on further, and fallmg along the northern eoaft, that 
runneth N.E. and S. W. tiB two hours after fun.fet or thereabouts, then we croifed 
along two iflands, which do ftretch further forth than the others, which we called 
S. William's Iflands, being diftant abollt 20 leagues or more from the port of BreIl:. 
All the co aft from the Caftels to that place lyeth eaft and weft, N.E. ~nd S. -yv. having 
between it, fundry little iflands altogether barren and fu~l of £lones, wIthout eIther e~th 
or trees, except certain valleys only. The next day beIng the 30th of July, we faIled 
on weftward, to find out other iflands, which as yet we had not found, . 12 leagues and 
a half: among which there is a great bay towards the north, all full of Iflands and great 
creeks, where many good harbours feem to be: them we named S. Martha's Iflands, 
from which about :it league and a half into the fea, there is a dangerous {hallow, whe~ein 
are five rocks, which lie from S. Martha's Iflands about feven leagues, as you pafs mto 
the faid iflands, on the eaft and on the we£l fide, to which we came the faid day, about 
an hour after noon, and from that hour until morning we failed about IS leagues 
athwart a cape of the lower iflands, which we named S. German's Wand, fouth-ea£lward, 
from which place about three leagues there is a very dangerous {hallow. Likewife be
tween S. German's Cape and S, Martha's, about two leagues from the faid iflands, there 
lyeth a bank of fand, upon which bank the water is but four fathom deep, and there
fore feeing the danger of the coaft, we £lruck fail and went no further that night. The 
next day being the laft cf July, we went all along the co aft that runneth ea£l and weft, 
and fomewhat fouth-ea£lerly, which is all environed about with iilands and dry fands, 
and in truth is very dangerous. 

The length from S. German's Cape to the faid iflands is about 17 leagues and a half, 
at the end of which there is a goodly plot of ground full of huge and high trees, albeit 
the reft of the coaft is compaifed about with fands, without any fign or {how of har
bour, till we came to Cape Thiennot, which trendeth N. W. about feven leagues from 
the forefaid iflands, which Cape Thiennot we noted in our former voyage, and there. 
fore we failed on all that night W. and W. N. W. till it was day, and then the wind 
turned againft us, wherefore we went to feek a haven, wherein we might harbour our 
fhips, and by good hap found one for our purpofe about feven leagues and a half be
yond Cape Thiennot, and that we named S. Nicholas Haven; it lyeth amid£l four iflands 
that ftretch into the fea: upon .the neareft we for a token fet up a wooden crofs. But 
note by the way that this crofs muft be brought N. E. and then bending toward it, leave 
it on the left hand, and you {hall find fix fathom water, and within the haven four. 
Alfo you are to take heed of two {helves that lean outward half a league. 

All this coaft is full of {hoals and very dangerous, albeit in fight many good havens 
feem to be there, yet is there nought elfe but {helves and fands. We £laid and refted 
ourfelves in the [aid haven until the 7th of Auguft, on which day we hoi£led fail and 
came toward land on the fouth fide toward Cape Rabaft, diftant from the faid haven 
about 20 leagues N. N. E. and S. S. W., but the next day there rofe a £lormy and con
trary wind, and becaufe we could find no haven there toward the fouth, thence we 
went coa£ling along toward the north, beyond the aforefaid haven about ten leagues 
where ~e found a goodly great gulfe, full of iflands, paifages, and entrances {award; 
~\'hat wmd ,foe:rer you pleafe to bend: for the knowledge of this gulfe there is a great 
lfland that IS lIke to a cape of land, firetching fomewhat further forth than the others 
and about two leagues within the land there is a hill, faihioned as it were a heap of 
corn. We named the faid gulph S. Laurence"s Bay. 

The 
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The uth of the faid month·we went from the faid S. Laurence's Bay, or guIfe, failing 
weftwar~, and difcovered. a cape of land toward the fouth, that runneth weft and by 
fouth, diftant from !he faid S. Laurence's Bay about 25 leagues. 

And of the two wIld men we took in our former voyage, it was told us, that this 
wa~ par! of the fouthern coaft, and that there was an ii1al1d, on the foutherly part of 
whIch, IS the way to go from Honguedo (where the year before we had taken them) 
to Canada, and that two days journey from the faid cape and Wand, began the king
dom of Saguenay, on the north thore extending towards Canada; and about three 
leagues athwart the faid cape, there is 100 fathom water. Moreover, I believe there 
were never fo many whales feen as we faw that day abbut the faid cape. 

The next day, the 15th, having patfed the ftreight, we had notice of certain lands 
th~t we left towards the fouth, which lands are full of very great and high hills, and 
tI~IS cape we named the If1and of the Atfumption; and one cape of the faid high coun
tnes, lyeth E. N. E. and W. S. W. the difl:ance between which is about 25 leagues. 
The countries lying north may plainly be perceived to be higher than the foutherly, 
more than 30 leagues in length. 

We trended the faid lands about towards the fouth: from the faid day until Tuefday 
noon following, the wind came weft, and therefore we bended towards the north, pur. 
pofing to go and fee the land that we before had fpied. 

Being arrived there we found the faid lands, as it were, joined together and low 
towards the fea. And the northerly mountains that are upon the faid low lands ftretch 
eaft and weft, and a quarter of the fouth. Our wild men told us, that there was the 
beginning of Saguenay, and that it was land inhabited, and that thence cometh the red 
copper, of them named Caignetdaze. 

There is between the foutherly lands and the northerly, about 30 leagues difl:ance, 
and more than 200 fathom depth. The faid men did moreover certify unto us, that 
there was the way and beginning of the great river of Hochelaga, and ready way to 
Canada, which river the farther it went, the narrower it came, even UIlto Canada, and 
that then there was freth water, which went fo far upwards, that they had never heard 
of any man who had gone to the head of it, and that there is no other patfage but with 
fmall boats. Our captain hearing their talk, and how they did~ffirm no other patfage 
to be there, would not at that time proceed any farther, till he had feen and noted the 
other lands ana coafl: towards the north, which he had omitted to fee from S. Lau
rence's GuIfe, becaufe he would know if between the lands towards the north any 
pafTage might be difcovered. 

Upon the 28th of Auguft, our captain caufed his thips to wind hack and bend towar J 
the other thore; fo that we trended the faid northerly coaft, which runneth N. E. and 
S. VV. being fafhioned like unto half a bow, and is very high land, but yet not fo high 
6lS that on the fouth parts. The next day we came to feven very high iilands, which 
we named the Round Wands. Thefe Wands are diftant from the fouth thore about 40 
leagues, and ftretch out into the fea abo~lt three or four le~gues. Againfl: thefe. there 
are goodly low grounds to be feen full at goodly trees, whIch we on the 20th, WIth our 
boats compatfed about. 

OverthwaIt thefe lands there are divers [andy thelves, more than two leagues into the 
fea, very dangerous, which at !ow water remain almoft dry. ~t the furtheft bounds 
of thefe low Wands, that contam about ten leagues, there IS a rIver of frefh water that 
with fuch fwiftnefs runneth into the fea, that for the ipace of one league within it, the 
water is as freth as any fountain water. \Ve with our boats ~ntered into the [aid river, 
at the entrance of which we found about one fathom and a half of water. There are in 
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this river many fithes thaped like ho~fes, which, as our wil~ men told us, a~l the day 
long lie in the water, and the mght on land: of whIch we faw therem a great 
number. 

The next day, being the 21ft of the month, by break of day we hoifted fail, and 
failed fo long along the faid coaft, that we had fight of the reft of th~ faid n~rthern 
coafl:, which as yet we had not fe~n, and of the Il1and of the AifumptlOn whICh we 
went to difcover, departing from the faid land: which thing fo done as we had done, 
and that we \~ere certified no other paifage to be there, we came to our {hips again, 
which \ye had left at the faid Wands, where is a good harbour, the water being about 
nine or ten fathom. 
. In the fame place by reafon of contrary winds and foggy mifts, we were conftrained 
to fl:ay, not being able either to come out of it, or hoifl: fail, till the 24th of the month. 
On which day we departed and came to a haven on the foutherly coaft, about 80 leagues 
from the faid iJlands. 

This haven is over.againfl: three flat iflands that lie amidft the river, becaufe on the 
midway between thofe iflands and the faid haven toward the north there is a very great 
river, that runneth between the high and low lands, and more than three leagues into 
the fea it hath many {helves, and there is not altogether two fathom water; fo that the 
ph:::e is very dangerous: and near unto the faid {helves there is either 15 or 20 fathom 
from {hore to {hore. All the northerly coafl: runneth N. E. by N. and S. W. by S. 
The faid haven wherein we fl:aid on the fouth fide, is as it were, but a fluice of the 
waters that rife by the flood, and but of fmall account: we named them S. John's Iflets, 
becaufe we found them and entered into them, the day of the beheading of that faint. 
And before you come to the faid haven, there is an ifland lying eaftward, about five 
leaguef> diflant from the fame, between which and the land there is no paifage only for 
fmall boats. The haven of S. 10hn's H1ets dryeth up all the waters that rife by flowing, 
although they flow two fathom at the leafl:. 

The befl: place to harbour ihips therein, is on the fouth part of a little ifland that is 
over-againfl: the faid haven) whereby the bank or ihore of the ifland riferh. 

Upon the firft of September we departed out of the faid haven, purpofing to go 
towards Canada, and about 15 leagues from it towards the W. and W. S; W. amidfl: 
the river there are three iilands, over-agai:11t the which there is ~ river that runneth fwift, 
and is of a great depth, and is that \\ hi,,)} leadeth and runneth' into the country and 
kingdom of Saguenay, as by the two wild men of Canad~ it was told us. This river 
paifeth and runneth along very high and D:e~p hills of bare {tone, where very little earth 
is, and notwithftandirrg there is great qG~D.tity or [undry forts of trees, that grow in the 
[aid bare flones, even as upon g,)od and fertile ground, in fuch fort that we have feen 
fome fo great, as well \yould fumce to make a mafl: for a {hip 30 ton bunhen, and as 
green as poffi~ly cm be, growing in a fl:oney rock without any earth at all. 

At the entrance of the faid river we met with four boats full of wild men, which as 
far as we could perceive, very fearfully came toward us, fo that fome of them ~ent 
back again, and the other came as near us as eafily they mio·ht hear and underfl:a:nd one 
of our wild men, who told them his name, and then took ~cquaintance of them, upon 
whofe word they came to us, 

The next 5b.y, th,e 2d S,eptember,. we came out of the faid river t1 go to Canada, and 
by rcafon or t.he fea s ~owmg7 the tlde was very fwift and dangerous, for that on the 
fouth part of It there he two IDands, about y,hich more than three leagues compafs, lie 
:nany r?cks and great fl:ones, and bc;.t two fatho~ ,,:,ater: and the flowing amidft thofe 
dlands IS very unconfl:ant and doubtrul~ fo that If It had not been for our boats, we 
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had been hi great danger to lofe our pinnace: and coafting along the faid dry fands, 
there is more than 30 fathom water. 

About five -leagues beyond the river of Saguenay S. W. there is another ifland on the 
north fide, wherein Clre certain high lands, and thereabouts we thought to have caft 
anchor, on purpofe to ftay the next tide, but we could found no vround in 120 fathom, 
within a flight {hoot from !hore; fo that we were conftrained to ;,md back. [0 the faid 
i!land, where we founded again and found 35 fathom. 

The next morning we hoified fail and went therrce failing further on ,"vhere we 
had notice ?f a certain kind of filli never before of any man feen or knO\Y~; they are 
about th~ blgnefs of a porpoife, yet nothing like them, of body very well proportioned, 
heaved hke greyhounds, altogether as white as fnow without any fpot; within which 
river there is great quantity of them: they do live altogether bet'.veen -the fea and the 
frefh water. Thefe people of the country call them Adholhuys; they told us that they 
be very favory and good to be eaten. Moreover they affirm none to be found elfewhere 
but in the mouth of that river. 

The 6th of the month, the weather being caln~ and fair, we ,Yent about fifteen leagues 
more upward into the river, and there lighted on an ifland that looketh north\V-ard~ 
and it maketh a little haven or creek wherein are many and innumerable great tortoifes, 
continually lying about that ifland. There are like wife great quantities ofihe hid Adho
thuys, taken by the inhabitants of the country, and there is as great a current in that 
place as is at BOl'deux in France, at every tide. This iDand is in len~th about three 
leagues, and in breadth two, and is a goodly and fcrtil,,' plot of ground, repleniihed 
with many goodly and great trees of many forts; among the reil: there are many filbert 
trees, which "1:ve found hanging full of them, fomewhat bigger and better in favour than 
ours, but fornewhat harder; and therefore we called it the Ifland of Filberts. 

The 7th of the month, being our Lady's even, after fervice W2 went from that 
i!land, to go up higher into the river, and came to fourteen ifb.nds, feven or eight 
leagues from the lflmd of Filberts, where the country of Canada beginneth, one of 
which iilands is ten leagues in length, ano five in breadth, greatly inhabited by fuch men 
as only live by fiihing of [uch fort of fillies as the river affordeth, according to the 
feafon of them. 

After we had caft anchor between the faid great ifland and the northerly coail:, we 
went on land and tOOl: our two wild men with us, meeting with many of thofe country 
people, who would II)t at all approach unto us, but rather fled from us, until our 
two men began to fpl~lk unto them, telling them that they were Taignoagny. and 
Domagaia, who fo foon as they had taken acquaintance of them, began greatly to re. 
joice, dancing and !hewing many forls of ceremonies: and many of the ~hiefeH: of them 
came to our boats, and brought many eels and other forts of fillies, w:th t\,·o or three 
burdens of great millet, wherewith they made their bread, and m:my great mufk 
melons. The fame day came alfo many other boats, full of thofe countrymen and 
women, to fee and take acquaintance of our two men, all which were as courteouDy 
received and entertained of our captain, as poilibly could be: and to h2.\e thE'm the 
better acquainted with him, and make them his friends, he ga~e them many fmall gifts, 
but of fmall value; neverthelefs they were greatly contented With them. 

The next day followin cr, the Lord of Canada (whofe proper name was Dou:1acon::l, 
but by the name of lord, bthey called him Agouhanna) with tw~lv~ boats, came to our 
iliip, accompanied with many other peorle, who caufing ten ot hIS boats to hO back 
with the other two, approached unto us WIth fix teen men. Then began the A,,;,uhanna 
Qver-aaainft the fmalleft of our ihips, according to their manner and Lfhic)J! to frame a 
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long oration, moving all his body and mem?ers after a {l:range fai11ion, whi~h thing is 
a ceremony and fign of gladnefs and fecunty. among them; and t.hen commg to the 
general's £hip where Taignoagny and Domagala wef~, he fpake WIth them. and they 
with him, where they began to tell and £hew unto hI~ what. they l:ad [een m ~rance, 
and what good entertainment they had had: hearmg whIch thmgs the faid lord 
feemed to be very glad thereof, and prayed our ~apt~in t~ r~ach him h.is arm, that~he 
might kifs it, which thing he did: their lord takmg It, laId It about hIs neck, for fa 
they ufed to do when they will make much of one. Then our captain entered into 
Agouhanna's boat, and caufing bread and wine to be brought to make the faid lord and 
his company to eat anel drink, which thing they did, and were greatly thereby content 
and fatisfied. Our captain for that time gave them nothing, becaufe he looked for a 
fitter opportunity. 

Thefe things being done, each one took leave of others, and the faid lord went 
with his boats again to the place of his aboL~e. OUf captain then caufed our boats to 
be fet in order, that with the next tide he might go up higher into the river~ to find 
fame fafe harbour for our !hips: and we paired up the river againft the ftream about 
ten leagues, coafl:ing the faid iiland, at the end whereof we found a goodly and plea
fant found, where is a little river and haven, where by rea fan of the flood there is 
about three fathom water. This place feemed very fit and commodious to harbour 
our !hips in, and fo we did very fafely; we named it the Holy Crofs (Santa Croix) for on 
that day we came thither. Near unto it there is a village, whereofDounClcona is lord, 
and there he keepeth his abode: it is called Stadacona, as goodly a plot of ground as 
poffibly may be feen, and therewithal very fruitful, full of goodly trees even as in France, 
fuch as oaks, elms, a{hes~ walnut. trees, maple-trees, cydrons, vines, and white thorns, that 
bring forth fruit as big as any damfons, and many other forts of trees, under which 
groweth as fair tall hemp as any in France, without any feed, or any man's work or 
labour at all. 

Having confidered the place, and finding it fit for our purpofe, our captain with
drew himfelf on purpofe to return to our £hips; but behold as we were coming out of 
the river, we met coming againft us, one uf the lords of the faid village of Stadacona 
accompanied with many others as men, women, and children, who after the fafhion of 
their country, in fign of mirth and joy, began to make a long oration, the women 
fl:~ll finginlS and dancing up to the knees in water. <?ur captain knowing their good 
wJlI and kmdnefs towards us, caufed the boat wherem they were to cnme unto him 
and gave them certain trifles, as knives and beads of glafs, whereat they were marvel: 
lous glad, for being gone about three leagues from them, fer the p!e~lfure they COIl

ceived of our coming, we might hear them fing, and fee them dance for all they 
were fo far. 

After we were come with our boats unto our £hip again, our captain caufed our 
barks to be made ready to go on land in the faid illand, to note the trees that in {hew 
feemed fo ~air? and to confider th.e nature and quality of it: which thing we did 
an.d found It full of g~odly. trees hke to o~rs. Alfo we [;.lW many goodly vines, a 
thmg not of us f~en belore m thofe countrIes, and therefore we named it Bacchus 
Hland. It is in length about twelve leagues, in fight very pleafant, but full of woods 
no pa~t of it manured, unlefs it b~ in certain places, were a few cottages be, for fi{her'; 
dwellmgs, as before we have faId. The next day we departed with our {hips to 
bring them to the place of the Holy Crofs; and the 14th of that month we came 
thither, and the lord Dounacona, Taignoagny and Domagaia, with twenty. five boats 
fun of thofe people came to mett us, corning from the place whence we were come, 
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and going towards Stadacona, where their abidiwr is aIid all came to our {hips, 
1hewing hmdry and divers, gefl:ures of gladncfs anl'mi;th, except thofe tw,') that we 
had brought: to. wir, Taignoagny and Domagaia, who feemed to have ai, :-red and 
cba~ged theIr ~md and purpoff', for by no means would they come unto (1l1f {hips, 
albeIt fun dry tImes they were earnefl:ly defired to do it, whereupon we beg:m to mif
truft fomewhat. Our captain aiKed them if accordin~ to promife they would ~'I with 
him to Hochelaga; they anfwered yea, for fo they had purpofed, and then each one 
withdrew himfelf. The next day, the 15th, our captain went on {hore, to caufe certain 
poles and pikes to be driven into the watrr and fet up, that the better and fafelier we 
might harbour our {hips there: and many of thofe country people came to meet us 
there, among .. vhome was Dounacona and our two men, with the refl: of their company, 
who kept themfelves aficle, under a point or nook of land that is upon the {hore of a 
certain river, and no one of them came unto us, as the other did that were not on their 
fide. Our captain underIl:anding that they were there, commanded part of our men 
to follow him, and he went to the faid point where he found the faid Dounacona, 
Taignoagny,Domagaia, and divers others, and after falutations given on each fide, Taig. 
noagny fettled himfelf foremoft to fpeak to our captain, faying that the lord Dounacona 
did greatly grieve and forrow that our captain and his men did wear warlike weapons, 
and they not. Our captain anfwered, that albeit it did grieve them, yet would he not 
leave them off, and that (as he knew) it was the manner of France. But for all thefe 
words our captain and Dounacona lefL not off to fpeak one [0 another, and friendly 
to entertain one another. Then did we perceive that whatfoever Taignoagny fpake, 
was ~:mly long of himfelf and of his fellow, for that before they departed thence, our 
captain and Dounacona entered into a marvellous f!:eJfaIl: league of fi'iendlhip, where
upon all his people at once with a loud voice, caft out three great cries (a horrible 
thing to hear), and each one having taken leave of the other for that day, we went 
aboard again. 

The day following we brought our two great {hips within the river and harbour, 
where the waters being at the higheft are three fathom deep, and at the loweft but half 
a fathom. We left our pinnace without the road to the end we might bring it to 
Hochelaga. So foon as we had fafely placed our {hips, behold we faw Dounacona, 
Taignoagny, and D?magaia, with more than ~oo perfons, men., women, and children, 
and the faid lord, WIth ten or twelve of the chlefeft of the country came aboard of our 
1hips, who were all courteoul1y received, and friendly entertained of our captain and 
of all of us: and divers gifts of fmall value were given them. Then did Taignoagny tell 
our captain that his lord did greatly forrow that he would go to Hochclaga, 'and that 
he would not by any means permit that ~ny of them {h~)Uld go with him; bec~ufe the 
river was of no importance. Our captam anfwered him that for all hIS faymg, he 
would not leave ofT his going thither, if by any means it were pollible, for that he 
WaS commanded by his king, to go as far as pollibly he could; that if he (Taignoagny) 
would go with him as he had promifed, he ihould be very well entertained, be fides 
that he ihonld have fuch a gift given him, as he 1hould well content himfe!f: for he 
1hould do nothing elfe but go with him to Hochelaga and come again. To whom 
Taignoagny anfwered, that he would not by any means go; and thereupon they fudJenly 
returned to their houfes. 

The next day being the 17th of September, Dounacona and his company returned 
even as at the firf!: and brought with him many eels, with fundry forts of other 
fiihes whereof they ~ake great fl:ore in the faid river, as more largely hereafter {hall be 
fhew;d. ADd as foon as they were come to our Ibips, according to their wonted ufe, 

they 
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they began to fing and dance, This done, Dounacona caufed all his people ~o be. fe 
on the one fide, then making a round circle upon the fand, he caufed ~ur captalI~, wI~h 
all his people to enter thereinto; then he began to mak~ a lon~ oratlOn, holdmg m 
one of his hands a maiden child of ten or twelve years oLl, whIch he prefented unto 
our captain: then fuddenly began all his peopleto make three great fhrieks or howls, 
in firrn of joy and league of friendfI,ip; prefently upon that he did prefent unto him, 
two ~ther young male children one after another, bu~ younger than the other, at t.he 
giving of \Vhic~, even as "?efore, they gave o~t flmeks an~ howls very loud, wIth 
other ceremol1}es; for whICh prefents our captam gave the fald lord great and hearty 
thanks. 

Then Taignoagny told our captain that one of the children was his own brother, 
and that the maiden child was daughter unto the faid lord's ovm fifrer, and the pre
fents were only given him to the end he fhould not go to Hochelaga at all: to whom 
our captain allfwered, that if they were only given him to that intent, if fo he would, 
he ihould take them again, for that by no means he would leave his going off, for as 
much as he was fa commanded of his king. But concerning thi~ Domagaia told 
our captain that their lord had giN"en him thofe children as a fign and token of good~ 
will and fecurity, and that he was contented to go with him to Hochelaga, upon which 
talk great words arofe between Taignoagny and Domagaia, by which we plainly 
perceived that'raignoagny was but a crafty knave, and that he intended but mifchief 
and treafon, as well by this deed, as others that we by him had feen. After that OUl" 

captain caufed the faid children to be put in our fhips, and caufed two fwords and two 
copper bafons, the one wrought the other plain, to be brought unto him, and them he 
gave to Dounacona, who was therewith greatly contented, yielding mofl: hearty thanks 
unto our captain for them, and prefently upon that he commanded all his people to 
fing and dance, and defired our captain to caufe a piece of artillery to be fhot off, be~ 
caufe Taignoagny and Domagaia made great brags of it, and had told them marvellous 
things, and alfo becaufe they had never heard nor feen any before: to whom our 
captain anfwered, that he was content, and by and by he commanded his men to fhoot 
off twelve cannons charged with bullets, into the wood that was hard by thofe people 
and fhips, at whofe noife they were greatly afl:onifhed and amazed, for they thought 
that heaven had fallen upon them, and put themieIves to flight, howling, crying, and 
ihrieking, fa that it feemed hell had broken loofe. But before we went thence, Taig .. 
110agny caufed other men to tell us, that thofe men which we had left in our pinnace 
in the road, had f1ain two men of their company, with a piece of ordnance that they had 
ihot off, whereupon the refl had put themfelves all to flight, as though they fhould 
all have been f1ain: which afterwards we found untrue, becaufe our men had not fhot 
o'ff any piece at all that day. 

The next day, being the 18th of September, thefe men frill endeavoured themfelves 
to feek al,l pofilble means to hinder and let our going to Hochelaga, and devifed a 
pretty gUlle as hereafter {hall be fhewed. They went and dreffed three men like devils 
being w:apped in dogs ~ns, white and black, their faces befmeared as black as an; 
coals? WIth horns.on theIr heads more than a yard long, and caufed them fecretly to be 
put III on~ of theI: b.oats, but came not near our ihips as they were wont to do, for 
they lay hIdden wlthm the wo~d for the ~pace of two hours, looking for the tide, to 
the end the boat where the devlls were, mIght approach and come near us which ""hen 
time \yz:s, came, and all the refl: iffued out or the wood, coming to us, but yet ~ot fa 
near as. they were wont to do. There began Taignoagny to falute our captain, who 
aiked hIm, if he would have the boat to come for him; he anfwered, not for that time, 

but 
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but after a :vhile he would come unto our fhips ; then prefently came that boat rufhing
out, wher.em the three counterfeit devils were, with fuch long horns on their heads, 
and ~he mlddlem?ft came making 'a long oration and paired along our {hips without 
turnmg or lookmg towards us, but with the boat went toward the land, Then did 
Dounacona with all his people purfue them, and lay hold on the boat and devils, who 
fo foon as the men were come to them, fell profl:rate in the boat, even as if they had 
b~en dead: then ,~ere they taken up and carried into the wood, not one fl:aying bl:hin3 
with ~s, where, bemg~ ,they began to make a long difcourfe, fa loud that we might he .. r 
the,m m our {hIpS, which j~fl:ed a?out half an hour, and being ended we began to efpy 
Talgnoagny, and Domagala commg towards US, holding their hands up\yards joined 
together, carrying their hats under their upper ga~'Illents, fhewing a great aumiration, 
and Taignoagny leaking up to heaven, cried three times, Jefus, Jefus, Jefus, :md Do
magaia doing as his fellow had done before, cried, Jefus, Maria, James Carthier. Ou;
captain hearing him and feeing their gefrures and ceremonies, afked of them what tIley 
ailed, and wtat was happened or chanced anew, they anfwered that there 'were very 
ill tidings befallen, faying in French, Nenni o/i if bOll, that is to fay, it was not good,' our 
captain a£ked them again what it was; then anfwered they, that their god Cudruaigny 
had fpoken in Hochelaga, and that he had fent thofe three men to fhew unto them, 
that there was fo much icc and fnow in that country~ that whofoever went thither i1lOuld 
die; which words when v,e heard, we laughed and mocked them, faying, that their 
god Cudruaigny was but a fool and a noddy, for he knew not what he did or faid ; 
then bade We them {hew his melfengers from us, that Chrift would defend them from 
all cold, if they would believe in him. Then did they afk of our captain if he had 
fpoken with lefus: he anfwered, no, but that his priefl:s had, and that he had told 
them, that they {hould have fair weather: which words when they had heard they 
thanked our captain, and departed towards the wood to tell thofe news unto their 
fellows, who fuddenly came all rufhing out of the wood, feeming to be very glad for 
thofe words our captain had fpoken, and to fhew that thereby they had, and felt great 
joy, fo foon as they were before our {hips, they altogether gave out three great fhricks, 
and thereupon began to fing and dance, as they were wont to do. But for a refolutioll 
of the matter Taignoagny and Domagaia told our captai~, th~t their lord DOllnacona 
would by no means permit that any of them fhould go WIth hlln to Hochelaga, un!<:[s 
he would leave him fome' hofiage to Hay with him: our captain anfwered to them, 
that if they would not go with him with a good will, they fhould fray, but that for all 
them he would not leave oIr his j~urney thither. 

The next day heino' the T 9th of Sl.'ptCll1Der wc hoilled fail, and with our pinmce 
8.nd two boats depJrt~1 to 0'0 up the ri\ eI' with the flood; ,,,here on both jhult:~, of it 
we began to fee as goodly a country as poilibly ca~ e'er, with eye be [een: all l't:

pleniilied v"ith \'cry goodly trlcs, and vines laden as full ot grapes as COUld. be all along 
the river, which rather feemed to be planted by man's hand than otherwlfe. Tru~ it 
is, that becaufe they are not dreired and 'Haught, as the)~ {hould be, their b,unches of 
grapes are not fogreat nor ~vveet as our:, Ali.:) we taw all along the .nvcr many 
houfe£ inhabited by tifhers, whIch take,~ll kmds of fillies, ,and they came WIth as great 
familiarity and kindnef~ unto us, as It :ve had beel~ theIr clo~ntrymen, and brou~ht 
us great frore of fiill, wlth ot~~~ fuch thll1~s as they had, ".1ICh we exchanged With 
them for other wares, who hfung up theIr hands to,,,ards heaven, gave many figns 

cljo~ . 
We frayed at a place caned Hochclal, abou~ 25 leagues from Canada, where the 

river waxeth very nan ow, and runneth very fWIft, wherefore it is very dangerous, not 
VQL. -'XII, 4 n .. onlv 
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only for that, but alfo for certain great ftones that are therein: many boats and~arks carne 
unto us, in one of which came one of the chief lords of the country, makmg a long 
difcourfe, who being come near us did by evident figns and geftures {hew us, that the 
higher the river went, the more dangerous it wa~, and bade ,":S take he~d of ourfelv~s. 
The faid lord prefented and gave unto our captam,. two of hIS own cIuldren, of .whICh 
our captain took one, being a wench of feven or eI:-.;ht years old; the man chIld he 
gave him again, becaufe it was too young, for it :~as but t~o or three years old.. Our 
captain as friendly and courteoufly as he could, dId entert:In and receIve the fard lord 
and his company, giving them certain fmall trifles, and io they departed toward the 
{hore again. Afterward the faid lord and his wife carne unto Canada to vi fit his 
daughter, bringing unto our captain certain fmall prefents. 

From the 19th until the 28th of September, we failed up along the faid river, never 
10finp" one hour of time; all which time we faw as goodly and pleafant a country as 
pofIible can be \vifhed for; full (as we have faid before) of all forts of goodly trees, 
that is to fay, oaks, elms, walnut trees, cedars, firs, a{hes, box, willows, and great ftore 
of vines, all as full of grapes as could be, fa that if any of our fellows went on {hare, 
they came home laden with them: there are likewife many cranes, fwans, geefe, ducks, 
pheafants, partridges, thru{hes, blackbirds, turtles, finches, redbreafls, nightingales, 
fparrows of divers kinds, with many other forts of birds even as in France, and great 
plenty and flare. 

Upon the 28th of September, we came to a great wide lake in the middle of the 
river five or fix leagues broad and twelve long; all that day we went againft the tide, 
having but two fathom water, ftill keeping the faid fcantIing: being come to one of 
the heaus of the lake, we could efpy no paifage or going out, nay, rather it feemed to 
have been elofed and {hut up round about, and there was but a fathom and a half of 
water, little more or lefs. And therefore we were conftrained to caft anchor, and to 
flay with our pinnace, and went with our two boats to feek fame going out, and in 
one place we found four or five branches, which out of the river come into the lake, 
and they came from Hochelaga. But in the faid branches, bccaufe of the great 
fiercenefs and fwiftnefs wherewith they break out, and the courfe of the~ water, they 
make certain bars and {hoals, and at that time there was but a fathom water. 

Thofe {hoals being paifed, we found four or five fathom, and as far as we could per
ceive by the flood, it was that time of the year that the waters are loweil, for at other 
times they flow higher by three fathom. All thefe four or five branches do compafs about 
five or fix iflands very pleafant, \vbich make the head of the lake: about fifteen leagues 
beyond they do all come into one. 

That day we landed in one of the [aid iflands, and met with five men, that were 
hunting of wild beafl:s, who as freely and familiarly came to our boats without any fear, 
as if we had ever been brought up together. Our boats being fomewhat near the 
{hare, one of th~m took our captaiI: in his arms, and carried him on {hare, and lightly 
and as eafi_Iy as If he had been a chIld of five years old; fa ftrong and fturdy was this 
fellow. vVe found that they had a great heap of wild rats that live in the water as 
big as a coney, and very good to eat, which they gave unto our captain, who fo~ a 
recompence gave them knives and glafs beads. We atked them in figns if that was 
the way to Hochelaga, they anfwered yea, and that we had yet three days failing 
thither. . 

The ne~: ~ Jay our captain, feeing that for that time it was not pollible for our pinnace 
to go on any farther, he caufed our boats to be made ready, and as much munition 

and 
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and viEt.uals ~o be put in them, as they could well bear: he departed with them, ac
compamed wIth ~any gentlemen, that is to fay, Cladius of Ponte Briand, Cupbearer to 
the Lor~ Dauphm of France, Charles of Pomeraye, John Govion, John Powlet, with 
twenty-eIght ma~'iners, and Mace Tallobert, and William Briton, who had the charge 
unde~ the ~aptam of the other two {hips, to go up as far as they could into that river: 
we faIled wIth good and profperous \veather until the 2d Oaober, on which day we 
came to the town of Hoc he lag a, difl:ant from the place where we had left our pinnace 
45 leagues. In which place of Hochelaga, and all the way we went, we met with 
n:any of ~hofe countrymen, who brought us fiih and fuch other viauals as they had, 
f!:Ill dancmg and. greatly rejoicing at our coming. Our captain to lure them in, and 
to keep them Glur friends, to recompe::lce them gave them knives, beads, and fuch fmall 
trifles, wherewith they were greatly fatisfied. 

So foon as we were come near Hochelaga, there came to meet us above 1000 

perfons, men, women, and children; who afterward did as friendly and merrily enter
tain and receive us, as any father would do :his child, which he had not of long time 
feen, the men dancing on one fide, the women on another, and likewife th~ children on 
another: after that they brought us great ftore of fiih, and of their bread made of 
~illet, cafl:ing them into our boats fo thick, that you would have thought it to fall from 
heaven: which when our captain faw, he with many of his company went on fhore: 
fo foon as ever we were a-land, they came clufl:ering about us, making very much of 
us, bringing their young children in their arms, only to have our captain and his com
pany to touch them, making figns and {hews of great mirth and gladnefs, that lafl:ed 
more than half an hour. Our captain feeing their loving kindnefs and entertainment 
of us, caufed all the women orderly to be fet in array, and gave them beads made of 
tin, and other fuch fmall trifles, and to fome of the men he gave knives: then he 
returned to the boats to fupper, and fo paired that night, all which while all thofe 
people ftood on the fhore as near our boats as they might, making great fires, and 
dancing very merrily, fl:ill crying Aguaize, which in their tongue fignifies mirth 
and fafety. 

Our captain the next day very early in the morning, having very gorgeoufly attired 
himfelf, caufed all his company to be fet in order, to go to fee the town and habitation 
of thufe people, and 3. certain mountain that is fomewhat near the city: with whom 
went alfo five gentlemen and 20 mariners, leaving the reft to keep and look to our 
boats: we took with us three men of Hochelaga to bring us to the place. All along as 
we went we found the way as well beaten and frequented as can be, the fairefl: and 
befl: country that poiEbly can be feen, full of as goodly great oaks as are in any wood 
in France under which the oTOUlld was all covered over with fair acorns. 

After":'e had gone about fgur or five miles, W p met by the way one of the chiefefl: lords. 
of the city, accompanied with many more, who fa foon as he faw us, beckoned and made 
figns upon us, that we muft reft us in that place whe~'e they ~ad ma~e a great fire, and fo 
we did. After that we had refl:ed ourfelves there a whIle, thefald lord Degan to make along 
difcourfe even as we have faid above, they are accufl:omed to do in fign of mirth and 
friendfhi;, fhewing our captain aI:d all hi~ company a joy~ul c?untenance and .good w~ll, 
who gave him two hatchets, a paIr of kI~.lVeS, and a crois whI~h he made hun to kIf~, 
and then put it about his neck, for whICh he gave our captam hearty thanks. ThIS 
done we went along, and about a mile and a half further, we began to find goodly and 
large fields, full of fuch corn as the country yieidcth: it is. even as ~he millet of Brafil, 
as great and fomewhat bigger than fmall peafon, whereWIth they lIve even as we do, 
with ours. 

Tn 
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In the midfl of thofe fields, is the city of Hochelaga, placed near, and as it were
joined to a great mountain,Lhat is tilled round about, very fertile on the top of which 
you may fee very far, we named it Mount Royal. The city. of Hochel~g~ is round, 
compaffed about with timber, \\"ith three courfe of ramplres, one wltIun another, 
framed like a {harp fpire, but laid acrofs above: the middlemofl of them is made and 
built as a direCt line, but perpendicular. The rampires are framed and faihioned 
with pieces of timber, laid along on the ground, very well and cunningly joined 
together after their fa{hion : this enclofure is in height about two rods: it hath but one 
gate or entry thereat, which is {hut with piles, flakes and bars: over it, and alfo in 
many places of the wall, there be places to run along, and ladders to get up, all full of 
frones, for the defence of it. 

There are in the town about 50 houfes, about 50 paces long, and r2 or 15 broad, 
built all of wood, covered over with the bark of the wood as broad as any board, very 
finely and cunningly joined together. Within the faid houfes there are many rooms, 
lodgings, and chambers. In the midfi of everyone, there is a great court, in the 
middle whereof they make their fire. They live in common together; then do the 
hufbands, wives, and children, each one retire themfelves to their chambers. They have 
alfo on the tops of their houfes certain garrets, wherein they keep their corn to make 
their bread withal: they call it Carraconny, which they make as hereafter fhall follow r 
They have certain pieces of wood made hollow, like thofe whereon we beat our hemp, 
and with certain bettus of wood, they beat their corn to powder; then they make pafie 
of it, and of the pafle, cakes or wreaths, then they lay them on a broad and hot fione, 
and then cover it with hot fiones, and fo they bake their bread initead of ovens. They 
make alfo fundry forts of pottage with the faid corn and alfo of peafe and of beans, 
whereof they have great fiore, as alfo with other fruits, as muik mellons, and very 
great cucumbers. They have alfo in their houfes certain veffels, as big as any butt or 
ton, wherein they preferve and keep their fiih, caufing the fame in fummer to be dried 
in the fun, and live therewith in winter, whereof they make great provifion, as we by 
experience have feen. All their viands and meals are without any favour or fait at all. 
They fleep upon barks of trees laid all along upon the ground, being overfpread with 
the ikins of certain wild beafis, wherewith they alfo clothe and cover themfelves. The 
thing mofi precious that they have in all the world they call Efurgny:- it is as white as 
any fnow: they take it il. the faid river of Cornibotz in the manner following. When 
anyone hath deferved death, or that they take any of their enemies in wars, firfi they
kill him, then with certain knives, they give great flafhes upon the~r buttocks, flanks, 
thighs, and fhoulders t then they cafl the faid body, fa mangled, down to the bottom 
of the river, in a place where the faid Efurgny is, and there leave it ten, or twelve 
hours, then take it up again, and in the cuts find the faid Efurgny or Carnibotz. Of 
them they made beads, and wear them about their necks, even as we do chains of 
gold and filver, accounting it the prfcioufefi thing in the world. They have this 
virtue and property in them, they will itop. or Haunch bleeding at the nofe,. for we have 
proved it. 

The people are given to no other exercife, but only to huibandry and fi.fhing for their 
fufiem.I'lce: they have no care of any other wealth or commodity in this world, for. 
they have no knowledge of it, an.d that is beG:aufe- they never travel and go out of their· 
country, as th0fe of Canada, and Saguenay do ; albeit the Canadians '.vith eight or nine 
villages more along that river be fubjeCl: unto them~ 

So f'GOll as we were come near the town, a great number of the: inhabitants thereof 
tame to prefent themfelves before us after their fafhion, making very much of us ~ 

we 
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~'e were by our gui.des brou~~ht into the midfl: of the town. They have in the mid
dlem?fl: part of ~helr houfes, a large fquare plac~, being from fide to fide a good 
fione s cafl:, whIther we were broug~t, and there wIth figns were Cl'mmanded to {by: 
then [udden!y all the w?men and maIdens of the town, gathered themfelves together, 
part of which had their arms full of young children, and as many as could, cam! 
to rub our faces, our arms, and what part of the body foever they could touch, 
weeping for very joy that they faw us, fhewing- us the bell countenance that 
pollibly they could, defiring us with their figns, that it would pleafe us to touch their 
children. 

That done, the men caufed the women to withdraw themfelves back, then they every 
'one [at down on the ground round about us, as if they would have {hewn or rehearfed 
rome comedy or other Jhew: then prefently came the women again, everyone bring
mg a fO~lr-fquare mat III manner of carpets, and fpreading them abroad upon the 
grou,nd III that place they caufed us to fit upon them. That done, the lord or kiner of the 
country was brought upon nine or ten mens' (houlders,(whom in their tongue they call 
Agouhanna), fitting upon a great ftag's ikin, and they laid him down upon the fore
raid mats, near to- the captain, everyone beckoning unto us that he was their lord 
and king. This Agouhanna was a man about fifty years old; he was no whit better 
apparelled than any of the reft, only excepted, that he had a certain thing made of the 
ikins of hedgehogs, lik.e unto a red wreath, and that was infiead of his crown. He was 
full of the palfy, and hiS members fhrunk together. 

After he had with certain figns faluted,our captain and all his company, and by 
manifeft tokens bid all welcome, he fhewed his legs and arms to our captain, and wilh 
figns defired him to touch them, and fa he did, rubbillg them with his own h:1l1llo. 
Theu did Agouhanna take the wreath or crown he had about his head, and gay\: it unto 
our captain: that done, they brought before him divers clifeafed men, fome blind, fume 
cripple, fome lame and impotent, and fame fa old that the hair of their eye-lids came 
down and covered their cheeks, and laid them all along before our captain, to the end 
they might of him be touched; for it feemed unto them that God was-defcended ami 
come down from heaven to heal them. 
,,". Our captain feeing the mifery and devotion of this poor people, recited the GofJ)eJ. 
of St. John, that is to fay, , In the beginning was the word;' touching everyone th:1t 
were difeafed, praying to God that it would pleafe him to open the hearts of this poor 
people, and to make them know his holy :vord, an.d th.at they might .receive bapti!ln 
and chriftendom: that done he took a ferVlce book III hIS hand, and WIth a loud VOIce 
read all the pamon of Chri(l:, word by WOl'd, that all the ftanders-by might hear him: 
all which while this poor people kept filence, and were m:1rvelloufiy attentive, looking. 
up to heaven and imitating us in geftures. Then he caured the men all orderly to be fet 
on one fide,' the women on another, and likewife :he children on another; and to 
the chiefeft of them he gave hatchets, to the others kmves, and to the women beads, and 
fuch other fmall trifles. Then where the children were, he caft rings, counters and 
broaches made of tin~ whereat they feemed to be very glad. Th:1t done, our captain 
commanded trumpets and other mufical inftruments to be founded, which when they 
heard they were very merry. Then we took our leave and went to our b~at: the 
women feeing that put themfelves before to nay us, and brought us out of theIr meats 
that they had made read~ fo~ us, as fifh, pottage, beans, and fuch other things, think~ 
ing to make us eat and dille III that place: but becaufe the meats had no favour at all 
of faIt, we liked them not. but thanked them, and with figns gave them to Wlderfiand 
that we had no need to eat. 

When 
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\Vhen we were out of the town divers of the men and women followed us, and 
brought us to the top of the forefaid mountain, which we named Mount Royal: it is 
about a league from the town. When we were on the top of it we might difcern and 
plainly fee 30 leagues about. . . 

<' On the north fide of it there are many hIlls to be feen runmng weft and eaft, and 
as many more on the fauth, among-ft and between the which, th: country is as fair and 
pleafant as pollibly can be feen, being level, fmooth, and v~ry plam, fit to be hufuanded 
and tilled' and in the midft of thofe fields we faw the nver further up a great way 
than \vher~ \';0 had left our boats, where \vas the greateft and the fwifte{t fall of water 
that any where hath been feen, and as great, wide, and large as our fight might difcern, 
going S. \V., along three fair an~ round mountain? that we faw, as we judged, ~bout 
J 5 leagues hom us. Thofe whIch brought us thIther told and L?wed us, that 111 the 
faid river there were three fuch falls of water more, as that was where we had left our 
boats; but becaufe we could not underftand their language, we could not know how 
far they were one from another. Moreover they :fhewed us wif1 figns that the faid three 
falls being paft, a man might fail the fpace of three months more along that river; 
and that along the hills that are on the north fide, there is a great river, which (even 
as the other) cometh from the weft: we thought it to be the river that runneth through 
the country of Saguenay, and without any fign or queftion moved or afked of them, 
they took the chain of our captain's whiftle, which was of filver, and the dagger haft of 
one of our fellow mariners, hanging on his, being of yellow copper gilt, and {hewed 
us that fuch {tufF came from the faid river, and that there be Agouionda, that is as 
much as to fay, an evil people, who go all armed even to their fingers ends: alfo they 
fhewed us the manner and making of their armour; they are made of cords, and 
wood, finely and cunningly wrought together. 

They gave us alfo to underfland that thofe Agouionda do continually war againfi 
one another, but becaufe we did not underftand them well, we could not perceive how 
far it was to that country. 

Our captain {hewed them red copper, which in their language they call Caignetadze, 
and looking towards that country, with figns afked them if any came from thence; 
they {haked their heads anfwered no: but they :fhewed us that it came from Saguenay, 
and that lyeth clear contrary to the other. 

After we had heard and feen thefe things of them, we drew to our boats, accom
panied with a great multitude of thofe people: fame of them when as they faw any of 
our fellm,;s y;eary, would take them up on their :fhoulders, and carry them as on horfe
back. So foon as we came to our boats we hoified fail to go towards our pinnace, 
doubting ,of fame mifchance. ?ur departure grieved and difpleafed them very much, 
for they followed us along the nver as far as they could. We went fa faft that all Mon
day, being the 4th of OCtober, we came where our pinnace was. 

On the 5th we hoifted fail, and with our pinnace and boats departed from thence 
towards the province of Canada, to the port of the Holy Crofs, where we had left our 
:fhips. The 7th day we came againfi a river that cometh from the north and entered 
into tkt river, at the ~ntra~ce wh~reof are four little iflands full of f:ir and goodly 
trees: we named that nver, rhe RlVer of Fouetz: but becaufe one of thofe iflands 
firetcheth itfelf a great way into the river, our cap~ain at the point of it caufed a goodly 
great .c,rofs to?e fet up, and co~1m~nded the boats to be made ready, that with the 
next tIoc he mIght go up the faid nver, and confider the quality of it, which we did, 
and that day \vent up as far as we could; but becaufe we found it to be of no import
ance, and very :fhallow, we returned and failed down the river. 
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Tl;e 11th of OCtober we came to the port of the Holy Crofs, where our {hips were, 
anL ,ound that the mafters and mariners we had left there had made and reared a 
trench before the {hips, altogether dofed with great pieces of timber fet upright, and 
Vel} well faftened together: then had they befet the faid trench about with pieces of 
artIllery and other neceifary things, to fhield and defend thcmfelve;; from the power of 
all the country. 

So foon as the lord of t?e country heard of our coming, the next day being the 
12th Oaober he came to vrflt us, accompanied with Taignoarrny Dom~waia and many h £.. b " ,,:> 
ot e~s, lammg to be very glad of our coming, making much of our captain, who 
as frIendly as he could entertain them, albeit they had not deferved it. Dounacona their 
lord the next day defired our captain to come and fee Canada, which he promifed, 
for on the I.)th, he with all his gentlemen and fifty of his mariners very well appointed, 
went to viilt Dounacona and his people about a league from our {hips; the place 
where they make their abode is called Stadacona. 

When we were about a fione's caft from their houfes, many of the inhabitants came 
to meet us, ~eing all fet in a rank, and (as their cuflom is) the men all on one Jille, 
and the women on the other, fiill dancing and iinging without any ceafing: and after 
w.e had faluted and received one another, our captain gave them knives and luch lllkr 

nIght things; then he caufed all the women and children to pals al 'n~ before him, 
giving each one a ring of tin, for which they gave him hearty than].;s: this dl Ill', our 
captain was by Dounacona and Taignoagny brought to fee their houit"" which (the 
q~ality confidered) were very well provided, and fiored with fuch \ i..:tUJ.ls as the country 
YIddeth, to pafs away the winter withal. 

Then they {hewed us the £kins of five mens' heads, fpread upon boards as we do ufC' 
parchment. Dounacona told us that they were fkins of Toudamani, a people dwell
ing towards the fomh, who continually do war againfi them. l\lorcoycT they told us 
that it was two years Vtfi that thofe Toudamans came to a{hult them, yea even into the 
faid river, in an i{h,ld that lyeth over againil Saguenay, were they had in tl),_, night 
befl1r, ... , as they werl~ going a war-faring in Hognedo, with 200 perfons, men, women 
and children, who bcing all aDeep in a fort that they had made, they were aifaulted by 
the faid TouJ;:tmans, who put fire round about the fort, and as they would have come 
out of it to fave themfelves, they were all {lain, only five excepted, who efcaped: for 
which lofs they yet forrowed, £hewing with ilgns, that one day they would be revenged. 
That Jone, we came to our {hips again. 

This people believed no whit in God, but in one whom they called Cudruaigni : they 
fay that often he fpeaketh with them, and telleth them what weather £hall follow, whe
ther good or bad: moreover they fay th:1t "vhen he is angry with them he cafleth duil 
into their eyes: they believe that when they die they go into the fiars, and thence by 
little and little clefcend down into the horizon, even as the fiars do, and that then they 
go into certain green fields, full of fair and precious trees, flowers, and fruits. 

After that they had given us thefe things to underfiand, we £hewed them their error, 
and told that their Cudruaigni did but deceive them, for he is but a devil, and an evil 
[pirit; affirming unto them that there is but one only God, who is in heaven, and who 
giveth us all neceiraries, being the Creator of all himfelf,. and that on~y we mufl: believe 
in him: moreover that it is neceifarv for us to be baptized, otherWIfe we are damned 
into hell. Thefe and many other things concerning our faith and religion we 111ewed 
them, all which they did eailly believe, callmg their Cudruaigni, Aguaida, that is to fay, 
nought, fo that very earneftly they deilred and. prayed our captain, ~hat he would 
c:aufe them to be baptized, and their lord, and Talgnoagny and Domagala, and ali r::,,: 

people 
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people of the town came unto us hoping to be baptized: but becau[e we did r,e,t 
thoroughly know their mind, and that th,ere :v~s nobocly could teach ,them our belief 
and religion, we excufed ourfelves, definng 1 a~gnoagny anl~ Domagala, to tell, the r<::11: 
of ~heir cO~!ltrymen, th~t he would come agam another tIme~ and bnnl5 pr:efts a~d 
chnfome With us, for Wlt110ut them they could not be baptIzed; whIch L1ey did 
eafily believe, for Domagaia and Taignoagny had fecn many children baptized in 
Britainv whiles they were there: which promife when they heard, they feemed to be 
very glad. 

They live in common together, and of fnch commodifies as their country yieldeth, 
they are indifferentiy well fiared. The inhabitants of the country c10athe themfelv2s 
with the {kins of cu-rain wild beafis, but very miferably. In winter they wear hofen 
and {hoes made of wild beafi's ikim:, and in fummer they go bare-footed. They keep 
and obferve the rights of matrimony, faving that everyone weddeth two or three 
wives, which (their huibands being dead) do never marry again, but for the death of 
their huiliands, wear a certain black weed all the days of their life, befmearing all their 
Llces with coal dufl and greafe, mingled together as thick as the back of a knife; and 
by that they are known to be widows, 

. They have a filthy and detefl:able ufe in marrying of their maidens, and that is this; 
they put them all (after they are of lawful age to marry) in a common place, as 
harlots, free for every m~ n that will have to do with them, until fuch time as they find 
a match. This I fay, bccaufe I have feen by experience many houfen full of thofe 
damfels, even as our fchools are full of children in France to l::arn to read. More
over the mifrule and riot that they keep in thofe houfes is yery great, for very wantonly 
they fport and dally together, ihewing whatfoever God hath rent them. 

They are no men of great labour. They dig their grounds with certain pieces of 
wood, as big :as half a fword, on which ground groweth their corn, which they call 
Offici: it is as big as our fmall peafon: there is great quantity o£ it growinrr in Brafil. 
They have alfo great fiore of mu{k mellons, pompions, gourds, cucumb~rs, peafon 
and beans of every colour, yet differing from ours. There groweth alfo a certain kind 
of herb, whereof in [ummer they make great provifion for all the year, making great 
account of it, and only men ufe of it; and firfl they c:mfe it to be dried in the fun, 
then wear it abo,ut their necks wrappe? in a l,ittle beafi's {kin, made like a little bag, 
with a hollow pIece of fione or wood hke a pIpe: then when they pleafe they make 
powder of it, and then put it in one of the ends of the faid cornet or pipe, and lay. 
ing a cole of fire upon it, at the other end fuck fo long, that they fill their bodies full 
of fmoke, till it cometh out of their mouth and noflrils, even as out of the tunnel of a 
chimney. ~hey fay that this doth keep them war~ and in health: they never go with
out fame of It about them. We ourfelves have tned the fame fmoke, and having put 
it in our mouths, it feemed almofi as hot as pepper. 

The women of that coun~ry do la~ou~ ~uch more than, the men, as well in hilling 
(whereto they are greatly gIven) as m tIlImg and huib.andmg their grounds, and other 
things: as well the men, as women and children, are much more able to refift cold 
than favage beafls, for we with our own eyes have feen fome of them when it wa~ 
coldefl, (which cold was extremely raw and bitter,) come to our fhips' fiark naked 
going upon fnow and ice, which thing feemeth incredible to them that have no~ 
{een it. 

When as the fnow and ice lyeth on the ground, they take great fiore of wild beafis 
as fawns, flags, bears, marterns, hares and faxes, with divers other forts whore Beth 
they eat raw, having firfi dric>d it in the fun or fmoke, and [0 they do th~ir fifh. As 
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fur forth as we could perceive and underftand by thefe people it were a very eafy 
thing to bring them to fome familiarity and civiiity, and make 'them learn what one 
would. 

The (aid river beginneth ber.ond the Ifl~nd of the AiI~mption, over againft the high 
mountams of Hognedo, and of the feven dlands: the diftance over from one fide to 

the other is abo?t 35 o.r "1-0 leagues: in the midft it is above 200 fathom deep. The 
fureft way ~o fall u}:on It IS ~pon the foeth fide; a~d toward the no:th, that is to fay. 
from the faid feven lflands, trom fide to fide there IS [even leagues dlftance, where are 
alfo two great rivers that come down from the hills of SafYuenay, and mcike divers very 
dangerous fhelves in the fca. 0 

At the entrance of thofe two rivers, we faw many a great ftore of \'ihales and fea
horfes. Over athwart the faid iHand.s there is another l~ttle rive~" that runneth along 
thofe marfh grounds about three or four leagues, wherem there IS great Hare of water 
fowls. From the entrance of that river to Hochelaga, there is, about 300 learrues dif. 
tance: the original beginning of it is in the river that cometh from Saguenay~ which 
rifeth and fpringeth among high and fleep hills, it entereth into that river, before it 
cometh to the province of Canada, on the north fide. That river is very deep, high, 
and {haight, wherefore it is very dangerous for any veifel to go upon it. After that 
river followeth the province of Canada, \vherein are m;Jny people dwelling in open 
boroughs and villages: there are alio in the circuit and territory of Canada, along and 
within the faid river, many other iflands, fame great and fome fmall, among which there 
is one that containeth ten leagues in length, full of good and hi~h trees, and alro many 
'vines. You may go into it from both fides, but yet the fureLt pafTage is on the fouth 
fide. I 

On the {hore or bank of that river weftward, there is a goodly, fair, and c1clccLable 
bay or creek, convenient and fit for to harbour Ihips; hard by there is in that rivcr 
one place very narrow, deep, and hvift running, but it is not paillng the third part of 
a league, over againft the whic.h . there is a gO,odly high piece of land, with a wwn 
therein, and the country about It IS very well tIlled and wrought, and as good as pof. 
fibly can be feen: that is t?e.place and abode of Dounacona, and of our t":o men we 
took in our firft voyage; It IS called Straclacona: but before we come to It there arc 
four other peopled towns, that is to lay, Ayrafte, S~arnatan, Tailla, \\hich ftandeth 
upon a hill, Scita~in, and theI~ Stra~acona, under wl?lCh town towards th~ north, the 
river and port of the Holy Crofs IS, where we ~ald froll: the 15th of Sertembc~, 
until the 16th of May 1536, and there our {hIps rcmamed dryas we have fald 
before. 

That place being pafl-, we fo~nd the habitation of ,the peop!e call,cd Tegtlenon~1ahj, 
fianding upon an high mountam, and the valley ot Hochelal, whIch fbndeth 111 a 
champaigne country.. . 

All the [aid country on both fides the nver, as far as Hocheby and beyond, IS as 
fair and plain as ever was feen. There are certain mountains far diftant from the faid 
river which are to be feen above the forefaid towns, from which mountains divers 
rjver~ defcend which fall into the faid great river. All that country is full of fundry 
forts of woou'and many vines, unlefs it be about the places that are inhabited, where 
they have pull~d up ~he tr.ees to till and labour the ground, and to build th,eir 
houfes and lodgmgs. 1 here IS great ftore of ftags, deer, bears, and other fueh lIke 
forts of beafis, as conies, hares, martens, faxes, otters, beavers, weafe!s, badgers, and 
rats exceeding great, and divers other forts of wild b~afl:s·. They cloathe themfelves 
with the {kins of thofe beafis, becaufe they have nothmg eIre to make them ap,Pard 
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withal There are alfo many forts of birds, as cranes,. fwa~s, bufi:a~ds, wild geefe, 
white and grey; ducks, thruilies. blackbirds, turtles, .wrld pIgeon~, lmnets, finches, 
red breafts, ftares, nightingales, fparrows, and other bIrds, even as III France. Alfo as 
we have faid before the faid river is the plentifullefi: of fiih that ever hath of any man 
been feen, or heard of, becaufe from the mouth to the end of it, according to their 
feafons, you ili2.11 find all forts of ~reili w~ter. fiili ~nd faIt. There are alfo many whales, 
porpoifes, fea·horfes and adhothUls, whICI: lS a kmd. of fiili that we ha? never f-:en nor 
heard of before. They are as great as porpOlfes, as w.hIte as any fnow, theIr bo.dy and head 
failiioned as a greyhound, they are wont always to abIde between the frefh and faIt water, 
which beginneth between the river of Sa::: uenay and Canada. 

After our return from Hochebga, we dealt, trafficked, and with great familiarity 
and love were converfant with thofe that dwelt neareft unto our iliips, except that fome~ 
times we had ftrife and contention, with certain naughty people, full fore againft the will 
of the others. We underfi:ood of Dounacona and of others, that the faid river is called 
the River of Saguenay, and g-oeth to Saguenay, being fomewhat more than a league 
farther Vv.. N. vv. and that eight or nine days journies beyond, it will bear but fmall 
boats. But the right and ready way to Saguenay, is up that river to Hochelaga, and 
then into another that cometh from Saguenay, and then entereth into the aforefaid river, 
and that there is yet one month's failing thither. 

Moreover they told us and gave us to undeiftand, that there are people clad with 
cloth' as we are, very honeft, and m:my inhabited towns, and that they have great ftore 
of gold and red copper: and that about the land beyond the faid firft river to Hoche~ 
laga and Saguenay, is an ifland environed round about with that and other rivers; and 
that beyond Saguenay the faid river entereth into two or three great lakes, and that 
there is a rea offreili water found, and as they have heard fay of thofe of Saguenay, 
there was never man heard of that found out the end thereof; for as they told us, they 
themfelves were never there. 

Moreover they told us that where we had left our pinnace when we went to Hoche~ 
laga, there is a river that goeth S. W., from whence there is a whole month's failing to 
go to a certain land, where there is neither ice nor fnow feen, where the inhabitants do 
continually war one againft another; where is great .ftore of oranges, almonds, nuts, 
and apples, with many other forts of fruits, and that the men and women are clad with 
beafts ikins, even as they. We aiked them if there were any gold or red copper, they 
anfwered no. I take this place to be toward Florida, as far as I could perceive and un. 
derftand by their figns and tokens. 

In the month of December we underftood that the peftilence was come among the 
people of Stadacona, in fuch fort that before we knew of it, according to their confef. 
fion, there were dead above fifty: whereupon we charged them neither to come near 
our fort, nor about our iliips, or us. And albeit we had driven them from us the faid 
unknown ficknefs began to fpread itfelf amongft us, after the frrangefi: fort ~hat ever
was heard of or feen, infomuch that fame did lofe all their ftrength and could not 
frand on their feet; the~ di~ their legs ~well, their finews ilirink as black as any coal. 
~th~rs alfo had all th~lr ikms fpotted WIt? fpots of blood of a purple colour; then 
dId It afcend up to theIr ankles) knees, thIghs:, ilioulders, arms and neck: their mouth 
became ftinking, their gums fa rotten, that all the flefh did fall off even to the roots of 
the teeth, which alfo did almolt all fall out. \Vith fuch infet1:ion did this ficknefs fpread 
itfelf in our three iliips, that about the middle of February, of 110 per[ons that we 
w,e!e, there were not .ten whole, fa that one could not help the other, a moft horrible and 
pltlful cafe, confidermg the place we w{'re in, for fo much as the people of the country 
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would daily come before our fort, and faw but few of us. There were already eight 
dead" and ~ore ,than fifty fick, and as we thought pan all hope of reco\'ery. Our 
captain feemg thIS our mifery, and that the ficknefs was gone fo far, ordained and 
commanded, t,hat every 0r:e ~ould devoutly prepare himfelf to prayer, and in remem
brance of Chnft, caufed hIS Image to be fet upon a tre.') about a flight fhot from the 
fort. amidft t?e ice and fno",:, giving all men to underfiand, that on the Sunday fol. 
lowmg, fervI,ce fh~uld be faid then:, and that whofoever could go fick or 'whole, 
fhou~d go thIther ~n proce,ilion, fingmg the feven pfalms of David, with other litanies, 
praYlOg rr:ofi h~artily that It would pleafe the faid our Chrifi to have compailion upon 
us. ServIce bemg done, and as well celebrated as we could, our captain there made a 
vow, that ifit would pleafe God to give him leave to return into France he would go 
on pilgrimage to our Lady of Roquemado. ' 

That day Philip Rougemont, born in Amboife, died, being 22 years old, and becaufe 
the ficknefs was to us unknown, our Captain caufed him to be ripped, to fee if by any 
means poilible we might know what it was, and fo feek means to fave and preferve the 
reft of the company. He was found to have his heart white, but rotten, and more than 
a quart of red water about it: his liver was indifferent fair, but his lungs black and 
mortified, his blood was altogether !hrunk about the heart; fo that when he was 
opened great quantity of rotten blood iffued out from about his heart: his milt to
ward the back was fomewhat peri!hed, rough as if it had been rubbed againft a aone. 
Moreover, becaufe one of his thighs was very black without, it was opened, but within it 
was whole and found: that done, as well as we could he was buried. 

In fuch fort did the ficknefs continue and increafe, that there were not above three 
found men in the !hips, and none was able to get under hatches to draw drink for him
felf, nor for his fellows. Sometimes we were conftrained to bury fome of the dead 
under the fnow, becaufe we were not able to dig any graves for them, the ground was 
fo hard frozen, and we fo weak. 

Befides this we did greatly fear that the people of the country would perceive our 
weaknefs and mifery, which to hide, our captain, whom it pleafed God always to keep 
in health, would go out with two or three of the company, fome fick and fome whole; 
whom when he faw out of the fort, he would throw ftones at them and chide them, 
feigning that fo foon as he came again, he would beat them, and then with figns 
!hew the people of the country that he caufed all his men to work and lab0ur in the 
fhips, fome in caulking them, fome in beating of chalk, fome in one thing and fome in 
another, and that he would not have them come forth until their work was done; and 
to make his tale feem true and likely, he would make all his men whole and found, to 
make'a great noife, with knocking fticks, fiones, and hammers, and other things toge
ther: at which time we were fo oppreffed and grieved with that ficknefs, that we had 
loft all hope ever to fee France again, if God in his infinite goodnefs and mercy had ~ot 
with his pitiful eye looked upon us, and revealed a fingular and excellent remedy agamft 
all difeafes unto us, the beft that ever was found upon earth, as hereafter !hall follow. 

From the midft of November until the midfl:: of March, we were kept in amidft 
the ice above two fathoms thick, and [now above four feet high and more, higher than 
the fides of our !hips, which lafted till that time, in fuch fort, that all onr drinks were 
frozen in the veffels, aud the· ice through all the ihips was about a hand-breadth thick, as 
well above hatches as beneath, and fo much of the river as was frefh, ev~n to Hochelaga 
was frozen' in which fpace there died 25 of our beft and chiefeft men, and all the 
reft were f; fick that we thought they fhould never recover again, only three or four 
excepted. 
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OUl' captain confiderino- our eflate (and how that ficknefs was encreafed and hor 
nmongfl us) one day went

b 

forth of the fort, and walking upon the ice, he faw a troop of 
thofe countrymen coming from Stradacona, amongI!: which was Domagaia, who not 
pailing ten or twelve ?ays before, had been ~ery fick of that difeafe, an~ had his k,nee 
fwollen as big as a chIld two years old, all hIS finews fhrunk together, hIS teeth fpOIled, 
his gums rotten and fiinking. Our captain feeing him whole and found, was thereat 
marvellous glad, hoping to underhand and know of him how he had healed himfelf,. 
to the end he might eafe and help his men, So foon as they were come near him, 
he afked Domagaia how he had done to heal himfelf. He anfwered that he had taken 
the juice and fap of the leaves of a certain tree, and therewith had healed himfelf; 
for it was a fingular remedy againfl: that difeafe: then our captain afked of him if any 
were to be had thereabout, defiring him to {hew him, for to heal a fervant of his, who 
whilfl he was in Canada with Dounacona, was {l:ricken with that difeafe. That he 
did becaufe he would not fhew the number of his fick men. Domagaia fhaight fent 
two women to fetch fome of it, which brought ten or twelve branches of it, and there
withal he !hewed the way how to ufe it, and that is thus, to take the bark and leaves 
of the faid tree, and boil them together, then to drink of the faid decottion every other 
day, and to put the dregs of it upon his legs that is fic1<. Moreover, they told us that 
the virtue of the tree was, to heal any other difeafe. The tree is in their language called 
Ameda, or Hanneda, this is thought to be the faifafras tree. 

Our captain prefently caufed fome of that drink to be made for his men to drink of 
it, but there was none durI!: tafle of it, except one or two, who ventured the drinking of 
it, only to tafle and prove it: the others feeing that, did the like, and prefently re
covered their health, and were delivered of that ficknefs, and what other difeafe foever,. 
in fuch fort, that there were fome had been difeafed and troubled with the French pox 
four or five years, and with this drink were dean healeJ. 

After this medicine was found and proved to be true, there was fuch fl:rife about it, 
who fhould be firfl: to take of it, that they were ready to kill one another, fa that a 
tree as big as any oak in France, was fpoiled and lopped bare, and occupied all in five 
or fix days, and it wrought fa well, that if all the phyficians of Mountpellier and Lovaine 
hid been there, with all the drugs pf Alexandria, they would not have done fa much 
in one year, as that tree did in fix days, for it did fa prevail, that as many as ufed of it, 
by the grace of God recovered their health. 

While that difeafe lafled !n ?Ul' fhips, the Lord Dounacona, Taign~agny, with many 
others went from home, feIgnmg that they would go to catch fiags and deer, becaufe 
the ice and fnow was fa broken along the river that they could fail: it was told us of 
Domagaia and others, that they would flay out but a fortnight, and we believed it but 
th~t they flaid above two mo~ths, which made us mi.flruI!: that they had been go~e to 
raife the co'!ntry to c0!lle agamI!: us, and do. ~ome dIfpleafure, we feeing ourfelves f6 

, weak and famt, AlbeIt we had ufed fuch ~Ihgence and policy in our fort, that if all 
the power of the c.ountry had been about It, they could have done nothing but look 
upon us: and w-bllfl: they were forth, many of the people came daily to our fhips, and 
brought us fre!h m~t, as I!:ags, deer, fifhes, and many other things, but held them at 
f~ch an exceilive pnce, that rather t,han they would fell them any thing cheap, many 
tImes they would carry them back agam, becaufe that year the winter was very long and 
they had fame fcarcity and need of them. ' 

On the '2 I fi day of April, Domagaia came to the fhore fide, accompanied with divers 
lufl:y and flrong men, fuch as we were not wont to fee, and told us that their lord Douna

rona, 
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Cr0?a woule: t~e next day come and fee us, ;,nd bring p;reat ftore of deer's flefh and other
tbngs wIth hIm. The nc:xt day he came and brought a great number of men to Sn
dacona, to wh~t end, ~n~ tor. what caufe we knew not; but (as the proverb faith) he 
that takes heea and 01IeiGs hlmfelf from all men, L12y hope to efcape f;-,'nl fome: for ,,-e 
had need to look about us, confidering how in nU!~ber w': were diminii1p,L ;JW' in 
ftrength g;-eady weakened, both by reafon of our ficknefs, and alfo of the number 
rl-,at were dead) fo that we were conftrained to leave one of our Olips in the port' of the 
Holy' Crofs. 

Our captain was warned of th:i1' coming, and how they had brought a great numbEr 
ef men \~Ith them, for Domagala came to tell us, and dudl not pafs the river that 
was betWIxt S+adacona and us, as he was wont to do, whereupon we milhui1ed fome 
t1'eafon. Our captain feeing this fent one of his fervants to them, accompanied wirl-! 
John ~oulet, being beft beloved of thofe people, to fee \vho were there, :md what 
they dIet. The faid Poulet and the other feigned themfelves only come to vifit Douna
eona, . and bring him certain prefents, becaufe they had been tog~ether a good while in 
the fald Dounacona's tOWI1. So foon as he heard of their cominer he (Tot himfelf to 
bed, feigning to be very fick: that done, they went to Taignoagn;'s ho~fe to fee him, 
and wherefoever they went, they faw fo many people, that in a manner one could not 
flir for another, and fuch men. as they were never wont to fee. Taignoagny would not 
permit our men to enter into any other houfes, but {till kept them company, and 
brought them half way to their ihips, and told them that if it w()uld plcafe our cptain 
tGl ihew him fo much favour as to take a lord of the country, whofe name w~,s Agouna, 
of whom he had received fome difpleafure, and carry him with him into France, he 
fhould therefore for ever be bound unto him, and would do for him ,d1atcver he COlll

mand him, and bade the fervant come again the next day, and bring an al1fwer. 
Our captain being advertifed of fo many ppople that were there, not knmying to' 

what end, purpofed to playa pretty prank, that is to fay, to take their lord Dounacona, 
Taignoagny, Domagaia, and fome more of the chiefel1 of them prifoners, infomuch as 
before he had purpofed, to bring them into France, to {hew unto our king, what he 
had feen in thofe wel1ern parts, and marvels of the world, for that Dounacona had told 
us, that he had been in the country of Saguena, in which are infinite ru hies, gold, and 
other riches, and that there are white men, who cloathe themfelvcs with woollen cloth, 
even as we do in France. Moreover, he' reported that he had been in another 'country 
of a people calledPicquemians, and other l1range people. The fa~d lord ,vas an old 
man, and even from his childhood had never left off nor ceared from travelling into 
ftrange countries; as well by water, ~nd rivers, as by l~nd. . 

The faid Poulet and the other havmg told our captam theIr embaffage, and {hewed 
him what Taignoagny's will was, the next' day he fent his fcrvant again to bid
Taignoagny come and fee bin:, a~d Olew what he {ho~ld, for ~e Olould be v~ry \vell 
entertained, and alfo part of hIS WIll ihould be accomphOled. TaJg!1Oa~ny fl:nt hllll wO,rd 
that the next day he would come, and bring the Lord Dounacona \Ylthhlm, and hun 
which had fo offended him, which he did not, but l1aid two days, in which time none 
came from Stadacona to our {hips as they were wont to do, but rather fled from us, as if 
we would have flain them, fo that then we plainly perceived their knayery. 

But becaufe they underaood thatthoFe of. Sidatin did freql1entour company, a~d 
that we had forfaken the bottom of a Ollp whIch we would leave to have the old naIls 
out of it, the third day following they came from Stadac01:a, and mofi ?f them without 
difficulty did pafs from one fide. of the river to the oth~r WIth fmall pnfls: but Douna
cona would not come over. Tatgnoagny and Domag;ua ftood talkmg together about 

1l.n 
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an hour before thev would come over; at laft they came to fpeak with our captain. 
There Taignoagny prayed him that he would ca~fe th~ forefaid .ma~ to be takeI~ and 
carried into France. Our captain refufed to do It, faymg that .hIs km~ had forbIdden 
him to briu(! any man or woman into France, only that he mIght brmg two or three 
young boys to learn the language, but that he would willingly carry him to Newfound. 
land and there leave him in an ifland. Our captain fpake thIS only to affure them, that 
they' {hould bring Dounacona with them, whom they .ha~ left on the other fide: wl~ich 
words when Taignoagny heard, he was very glad, thmkmg he fh?uld never return mto 
France again, and therefore promifed to come the next day, whIch was the day of the 
Holy Crofs, and to bring Dounacona and all his people with him. 

The third of May, being Holyrood Day, our captain for the folemnity of the day, 
caufed a goodly fair crofs of 35 feet in height to be fet up, under the croffet of which 
he caufed a fhield to be hanged, wherein were the arms of France, and over them was 
written in antique letters, " Francifcus primus Dei gratia Francoram Rex regnat." And 
upon that day about noon, there came a great number of the people of Stadocana, 
men, women, and children, who told us that their Lord Dounacona, Taignoagny, and 
Domagaia were coming, whereof we were very glad, hoping to retain them. About 
two 0' clock in the afternoon they came, and being come near our {hips, our captain 
went to falute Dounacona, who alfo fhewed him a merry countenance, albeit very 
fearfully his eyes were ftill bent towards the wood. Shortly after came Taignoagny, 
'who bade Dounacona that he fhould not enter in to our fort, and therefore fire was 
brought forth by one of our men and kindled where their lord was. Our captain 
prayed him to come into our fhips, to eat and drink as he was wont to do, and alfo 
Taignoagny, who promifed that after a while he would come, and fa they did and entered 
into our fhips, but firft it was told our captain by Domagaia, that Taignoagny had 
fpoken ill of him, and that he had bid Dounacona he fhould not come aboard our 
fhips. Our captain perceiving that came out of the fort, and faw that only by 
Taignoagny's warning the women ran away, and none but men ftaid in great number, 
wherefore he ftraight commanded his men to lay hold on Dounacona, Taignoagny, 
Domagaia, and two more of the chiefefi whom he pointed unto; then he commanded 
them to make the other to retire. Prefently after the faid lord entered into the fort with 
the captain, but by and by Taignoagny came to make him come out again. 

Our captain feeing that there was no other remedy, began to call unto them to take 
them, at whofe cry and voice all his men came forth, and took the faid lord, with the 
others whom they had appointed to take. The Canadians feeing their lord taken, 
began to run away, even as fheep before the wolf, fome croiling over the river, fome 
through the woods, each one feeking for his own advantage. That done we retired 
ourfelves? and laid ,up the prifoners untter good guard and fafety. 

The mght followmg they came before our fhips (the river being betwixt us) {hiking 
their br~afts~ and c~ying and hO\v:ling like w?lves, ftill calling Agouhanna, thinking to 
fpeak, WIth hIm, whICh our captam at that tIme would not permit, neither all the next 
clay tIll noon, whereupon they made figns unto us that we had hanged or killed, him. 
About noon there came as great a number in a clufter, as ever we faw who went to 
hide themfelves in the foreft, except fame, who with a loud voice would 'call and cry to 
Dounacona to fpeak unto them. Our captain then commanded Dounacona to be 
brought up on high to fpeak ~nto them, and bade him be merry, for after he had 
fpoken? and fhewed unto the Kmg of France, what he had feen in Sanguenay and other 
c,ountnes, after, ten, or twelve months he fhould return again, and that the King of 
1: r:mce would gIve hun great rewards; whereat Dounacona was very glad, and fpeaking 

to 
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to the others ~old them, who in token of joy gave out three great cries, and then Dou
nacona and hIS people had great talk together, which for want of interpreters cannot be 
defcribed. Our captain bade Dounacona that he fhould caufe them to come to the 
other fide of the river, to the end that they might the better talk together without any 
fear, and that he fhould affure them: which Dounacona did, and there came a boat 
full of th~ chiefefr of the~ to the fhips, ~nd there anew began to talk together, giving 
great pralfe to our captam, and gave hIm a prefent of 24 chains of efurgny, for that 
is the greatefr and precioufefr riches they have in this world, for they efieem more of 
that, than of any gold or filver. 

~fter, they ,had ,long ,talked toget11er, and tha~ their lord faw there was no remedy to 
aVOld hIS gomg mto Jirance, he commanded hIS people the next day, to brinrr -him 
fome viCtuals ,to ferve him by the ,~ay, Our captain gave Dounacona as a grea~ pre
fent, two frymg pans of copper, eIght hatchets, and other fmall trifles, as knives and 
beads, whereof he feemed to be very glad, who fent them to his wives and children. 
Likewife he gave to them who came to fpeak to Dounacona; they thanked him greatly 
for them, and then went to their lodgings. 

Upon the 5th of May very early in the morning a great number of the faid people 
came again to fpeak unto their lord, and fent a boat, which in their tongue they call 
cafnoni, wherein were only four women without any man, for fear their men fhould 
be retained. 

Thefe women brought great frore of viCtuals, as great millet, which is their corn that 
they live withall, flefh, fifh, and other things after their fafhion. 

There women being come to our fhips, our captain did"very friendly entertain them. 
Then Dounacona prayed our captain to tell thofe women that he fhould come again 
after tm or twelve months, and bring Dounacona to Canada with him: this he faid 
only to appeafe them; which our captain did. Wherefore the women as well by words 
as figns, feemed to be very glad, giving our captain thanks, and told him if he came 
again, and brought Dounacona with him, they would give him many thinb~: in fign 
whereof each one gave our captain a chain of efurgny, and then paffed to the other fide 
of the river "again, where fiood all rhe people of Stradacona, who taking all leave of 
their lord went home again. 

On the 6th of the month we departed out o' the faid port of Santa Croix, and came 
to harbour a little beneath the Wands of Orleans, about 12 leagues from the port of the 
Holy Crofs, and on the 7th we came to the Hland of Filberts, where we fiaid until the 
16th of that month, till the fierccnefs of the waters were pall, which at that time ran 
too fwift a courfe, and were too dangerous to come down along the river, and there
fore we frayed till f:iir weather came. In the mean while many of Dounacona's fubjeCts 
came from the river of Saguenay to him, and being by Domagaia advertifeJ, that their 
lord was taken to be carried into France, they were all amazed: yet for all that they 
would not leave to come to our {hips, to fpeak to Dounacona, who told them that after 
twelve months he ihould come again, and that he was very ,,"ell ufed by the captain, 
gentlemen, and mariners: which when they heard they greatly. than~ed our capta:n, 
and gave their lord three bundles of beavers, and fea wo~ves ikms, with ~ great kmfe 
of red copper, that cometh from Saguenay, and other thmgs : they gave alfo to our 
captain a chain of efurgny, for vyhich our captain gave them 10 or 12 hatchets, and 
they gave him hearty thanks and were ver~ well cont~nted. . 

On the 16th we hoified fail, and came Hom the fald Uland of FIlberts to another 
about 15 leagues from it, which. is about fiv.e leagues in length, and ,there, to the end 
we might take fome refr the mght followlUg, we frayed that day, In hopes the next 

day 
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(by 'we might pars and avoid the dangers of the river of Saguen~y, which are great. 
That c\'cnin P" we went al;::nd and found great ftore of hares, of wtnch we took a great 
mall)' and ~hercfore we called it the Wand of Hares: ill rhe night there arcfe a con
trary ~\'ind; with [uch ftorms and tempefts that we were conftrained to return to the 
1Jland of Filberts again, from whence we were come, becaufe there was, none other 
})2.{Tage among the 'faid Wands, and there we ftayed till the 2 Ifl: of thz,t month, till bir 
',1'2ather and good wind came again: and then we failed a:-,:ain and that fo profperouHy, 
tLat we pailed to Honguedo, which pafTage until that tim~ ha? not been.dif~overe? 

\Ve caufed our {hip to courfe athwart Cape Pratt, wllleh IS the begmnmg ot the 
pnrt of Chaleur, and becaufe the wind was good and cOlWenient, we failed all day and 
ail night without ftaying, and the next day we came to the middle of Brion's Ifland, 
,,,hich we were not minded to do, to the end we might {horten our way. 

Thefe two iflands lie N. 'lV. and S. E. and are about 50 leagues one from another. 
The faid ifland is in lat. 47 deg. and a half. 

On the 26th of the month, we coafted over to a land, and fhallow of low lands, 
\vhich are about eiITht leagues S. W. from Brion's Hland, above which are large cham
paignes, full of tre~s, and alfo an encIofed fea, whereas we could neither fee nor per
c:i ~'e any gap or way to enter thereinto. 

On the 27th, becaufe the wind did change on the coaft, we came to Brion's Hland 
ap;ain, '",here we ftaid till the beginning of June, and toward the S.E. of this il1and we 
faw a land, feeming unto us as an Wand; we coafted it about two leagues and a .half, 
and by the way we had notice of three other high ifIands lying towards the fands : after 
\ye had known thefe thingR we returned to the cape of the faid land, which doth divide 
itfelf into two or three very high capes: the waters there are very deep, and the flood 
of the fea runneth fa fwift, that it cannot poffibly be fwifter. That day we came to 
Cape Loreine, which is in 47 deg. and half towards the fouth: on which cape there is 
a low land, and it feemeth that there is fome entrance of a river, but there is no haven 
of any worth. Above thefe lands we faw another cape towards the fouth, we named 
it Saint Paul's Cape, it is at 47 deg. and a quarter. 

On the 4th of June, we had notice of the coaft lying E, S. E. diftant from the N cw
foundland about 22 leagues: and becaufe the wind was againft us, we went to a haven, 
which we named S. Spiritus Port, where we ftaid till the 7th, that we departed thence, 
failing along the coaft until we came to St., Peter's Iflands. 

We found along the faid coaft many very dangerous Wands and !helves, which lie all 
in the way E. S. E. and W. N. W. about 23 leagues into the fea. Whilft we were in 
(he faid St. Peter's Wands, we met with many iliips of France and of Britain: we fl:aid 
there from the I I th till the 16th of the month, that we departed thence and came to 
Cape Rafe, and entered into a port called Rognofo, where we took in frefh water and 
wood to pars the fea; ther~ we left one of our boats. Then upon the 19th June, we 
went from that port, and WIth fuch good and profperous weather we failed alonO' the fea 
in fuch fort, that upon the 6th July 1536,. we came t~ t~e port of St. Malo~ by th~ 
grace of God, to whom we pray, here endmg our naVIgatIOn. 

They of Canada fay, that it is a month's failing to go to a land where cinnamon and 
doves are gathered. 

The 
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The Third Voyagt of Difco'uery made by Captain James Cartier, 1540, unto the CG1tJlfri~/ 
of Canada, Hochelaga, and Saguenay. 

K l~~ !rancis the Fir!l having hea~d the report of Captai~ ~artier, his Pilot General, 
i~ illS two fo:mer voyages of dlfcovery, as well by wntmg as by word of mouth, 

touchmg that whIch he had found and feen in the we!lern parts difcovered by him in 
the. parts of ~anada .and Hochclaga, and having 3.1fo feen and talked with the people, 
whIch the [aId CartIer had brought out of thofe countries, whereof one was King of 
Canada, whofe name was Dounacona, and others: which after that they had been a 
!ong tim~ in France and Britain, were baptifed at their own defire and reque!l, and died 
III the faid country of Britain. And albeit his Majefty was advertifed by the faid Cartier 
of t~le death and deceafe of all the people which were brought over by him (which were 
10 III number), faving one little girl about 10 years old; yet he refolved to fend the faid 
Cartier his pilot thither again, with John Francis de la Roche, Knight, Lord of Roberval, 
whom he appointed his lieutenant and governor in the countries of Canada and Hoche. 
laga, and the faid Cartier captain-general, and leader of the {hips, that they might dif. 
cover I;lOre than was done before in the former voyages, and attain (if were pofiible) 
unto toe knowledge of the country of Saguenay, whereof the people brought by 
Cartier, as is declared, made mention unto the king, that there were great riches and 
very good countries. And the king caufed a certain fum of money to be delivered, to 
furnifh out the faid voyage with five {hips, which thing was performed by the faid Mon
fieur Roberval and Cartier. After that they had agreed together to rig the faid five 
fhips at St. Malo in Britainy, where the two former voyages had been prepared and fet 
forth. 

And the faid Monfieur Roberval fent Cartier thither for the fame purpofe. And 
after that Cartier had caufed the faid five {hips to be built and furni{hed, and fet in good 
order, Monfieur Roberval came down to St. Malo, and found the fhips fallen down to 
the road, with their yards acrofs full ready to depart and fet fail, !laying for nothing eire 
but the coming of the general, and the payment of the furniture. And becaufe Monfieur 
Roben"al the king's lieutenant, had not as yet his artillery, powder, and munitions, and 
other things necefTary come down, which he had provided for the voyage in the countries 
of Champaigne and Normandy, and becaufe the Llid things were very necef{;HY, and that 
he was loth to depart without them, he determined to depart from St. Malo to Roan, 
and to prepare a {hip or two at Honfleur, whither he thought his things were come. 
And that the faid Cartier {hould depart with the faid five {hips which he had furni{hcJ, 
and {hould go before. 

Confidering a1fo that the faid Cartier had recei\"ed letters from the king, whereby he 
Jid exprefsly charge him to depart and fet fail immediately upon the {j~ht and receipt 
thereof, on pain of incurring his di11,leafure, and TO lay all the fault upon hIm. And after 
the co:t;lclufian of thefe things, and the faid Monfieur Roberval had taken mufter and 
vie,,"" of the gentlemen, foldiers, and mariners, whic~ were :etainedand c~ofen for the per
fOl'mance of the faid voyafTe, he gave unto Captam CartIer full authonty to depart and 
go before, and to govern b all th~ngs as if he had .been there in perfon; and himfelf 
departed for Honfleur to m~ke hIS farther pr~paratlO~.. . . 

After thefe things thus dlfpatched, the wmd commg faIr, the forefaid five {hIpS fet 
fail together well furni{hed and ~iaualled for. two years, the 23~ of May 1540. A,nd 
we failed fo long with contrary wmds and contmual torments, whICh fell out by reafon 
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of our late departure, that we were on the fea with our faid fiv~ {hips, full th~ee 
months before we could arrive at the haven and port of Canada, WIthout ever havmg 
in all that time 30 hours of good wind to ferve us to keep our right courfe : fo that our 
five fhips through thofe ftorms loft co~pany one of another, all fave two tha,t kept 
together, to wit, that wherein the captam was, and the other wherem went the VIfcount 
of Beaupre, until at length at the end of one month, we met altogether at the haven of 
Carpont in Newfoundland. 

But the length of time we were in pailing between Britainy and Newfoundland, was the 
caufe that we flood in great need of "water, becaufc of the cattle, as well goats, hogs, as 
other beafts which we carried for breed in the country, which we were conftrained to 
water with cyder and other drink. 

Now therefore becaufe we were the fpace of three months failing on the fea, and 
fraying in Newfoundland, waiting 'for Monfieur Roberval, and taking in of frefu 
water, and other things neceffary, we arrived not before the haven of Sante Croix in 
Canada (where in the former voyage we had remained eight months), until the 23d day 
of Augufl:. In which place the people of the country came to our fhips, making fhew 
of joy for our arrival, and namely he came thither, which had the rule and government 
of the country of Canada, named Agona, which was appointed king there by Douna
cona, when in the former voyage we carried him into France: and he came to the 
captain's fhip with fix or feven boats, and with men, women and children. 

And after the faid Agona had enquired of the captain, where Dounacona and the 
reft were, the captain anfwered him that Dounacona was dead in France, and that his 
body refl:ed in the earth, and that the reft fl:aid there as great lords, and were married, 
and would not return back unto their country. The faid Agona made no fhew of anger 
at all thefe fpeeches, and I think he took it fo well, becaufe he remained lord and 
governor of the country by the death of the faid Dounacona. After which conference 
the faid Agona took a piece of tanned leather of a yellow frin, edged about with 
efnoguy, (which is their riches, and the thing which they efl:eem mofl: precious, as we 
efl:eem gold), which was upon his head infl:ead of a crown, and he put the fame upon 
the head of our captain, and took from his wrifl:s two bracelets of efnoguy, and put 
them upon the captain's arms, colling him about the neck, and fhewing unto him great 
figns of joy: which was all diilimub.tion, as afterward it well appeared. The captain 
took his faid crown of leather, and put it again upon his head, and gave him and his 
wives certain fmall prefents, fignifying unto him, that he had brought certain new 
things, which aft,erwanls he ,,\,-,uld befl:ow upon ~im. FO,r which the faid Agona 
thanked the captam. And after that he had made hIm and hIS company eat and drink 
they departed and returned to the fhore with their boats. ' 

After which things the faid cap~ain went \vith two of his boats up the river, beyond 
Canada and the port of Sante CrOIX, to view a haven and a fmall river which is about 
f~ur l~agues higher; which he found ~etter and more commodious to ride in and lay 
hIS fhIPS, than the for,me~. And therefore he returned and caufed all his fhips to be 
brought ~efo~e t?e [aId flver, and ~t a low water he caufed his ordnance to be planted 
to place hIS fhIPS, m mor~ fafety, whIch h~ meant to keep and fl:ay in the country;, which 
were three: whIch he dId the day followmg, and the refl: remained in the road in the 
mi~fl: of the river, (in which place the vi8:uals and othe~ furniture were difcharged, 
~hlCh they had brought): from the 26th Augufl:, untIl the 2d September what 
tI~e they departed to return to St. Malo" in which fhip~ he fent back Mace Ioll~berte" 
hIS brother m law, and Stephen Noel, hIS nephew, ikilful and excellent pilots with 
letters unto the king, and to advife him what had been done and found: and how 
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Monfieur de Roberval was not yet come, and that he feared that by occafion of contrary 
winds an~ teI?pe~s he was driven back again into France. 

The fald rIver. IS fmall, not pail: 50 paces broad, and {hips drawing three fathoms 
water may enter m at full fea : and at a low water there is nothing but a channel of a 
foot deep or thereabout. 

On .both fides of the fai~ river there are very good and fair grounds, full of as fair 
and mIghty trees as any be m the world, and divers forts which are about ten fathoms 
higher than the refl, and there is one kind of tree ab0ve three fathoms about which 
they in the country call Hanneda, which hath the moft excellent virtue of all the trees 
in the world, whereof I will make mention hereafter. Moreover there are great frore 
of oaks, the moft excellent that ever I faw in my life, which were fo laden with mafr 
that they cracked again: befides this there are fairer arables, cedars, beeches, and 
other trees, than grow in France; and hard uhto this wood on the fouth fide the 
ground is all covered with vines, which we found laden with grapes as black as 
mulberries, but they be not fo kind as thofe of France becaufe the vines be not tilled, 
and becaufe they grow of their own accord. Moreover there are many white thorns, 
which bear leaves as big as oaken leaves, and fruit like unto medlars. To be {hort, it 
is as good a country to plough and manure as a man {hould find and defire. 

We fowed feeds here of our country, as cabbages, turnips, lettuces, and others, 
which grew and fprung up out of the ground in eight days. 

The mouth of the river is towards the fouth, and it windeth northward like unto a 
fnake; and at the mouth of it towards the eafr there is a high and fteep cliff, where we 
made a way in manner of a pair of ftairs, and aloft we made a fort to keep the nether 
f?rt and the {hips, and all things that might pafs as well by the great as by this fmall 
nver. 

Moreover a man may behold a great extenfion of ground apt for tillage, ftraight and 
handfome and fomewhat inclining towards the fouth, as eafy to be brought to tillage as 
I would defire, and very well replenifhed with fair oaks and other trees of great beauty, 
no thicker than the forefrs of France. 

Here we fet 20 men to work, which in one day had laboured about an acre and a 
half of the faid ground, and fowed it, part with turnips, which at the end of eight days 
as I faid before fprang out of the earth. And upon that high clifF we found a fair foun
tain, very near the faid fort; adjoining whereunto we found good flore of {lones) which 
we efteemed to be diamonds. 

On the other fide of the faid mountain and at [he foot thereof, which is towards the 
great river, is all along a goodly mine of the beft iron in the world, and it reacheth 
even hard unto our fort, and the land which we tread on is perfeer refined mine, ready 
to be put into the furnace; and on the water's fide we found certain leaves of fine gold, 
as thick as a man's nail. And weftward of the [aid river there are, as hath been faid, 
many fair trees; and toward the water a goodly meadow, fnll of as fair and goodly 
grafs as ever I faw in any meadow in France: and between the hid meadow and 
the wood are great ftore of vines, and beyond the faid vines the land groweth full of 
hemp, which groweth of itfelf, which ~s ~s good as pollibly n:ay b~ feen, and as fr:on~. 
And at the end of the faid meadow, withm 100 paces, there IS a nfing ground :-vhlCh IS 

of a kind of flateftone black and thick, wherein are veins of mineral matter, whIch {hew 
like gold and filver: ;nd throughout all that fton~, th~re are great grains. of th: faid 
mine. And in fome places we have found frones lIke diamonds, the m.oft faIr, pohfhed, 
and excellently cut that it is pollible for a man to fee; when the fun fluneth upon them, 
they glifier as it were fparkles of fire. / 
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The faid <:aptain having difpatched two {hips to retur11 to carry ne.ws, according as he 
had in charge from the king, and that the fort was begun to be blllided, for preferva
tion of their viauals and other things, determined with the Vifcount of Beaupre, and 
other gentlemen, ma£lers and pilots chofen for counfel, to make a voyage w~th two 
boats furnifhed with men and viauals to go as far as Hochelaga, of purpofe to VIew and 
underftand the fafhion of the faults of water, which are to be paired to go to Saguenay, 
that he might be the readier in the fpring to pafs farther, and in the winter time to make 
all things needful in a readinefs for their bufinefs. 

The forefaid boats being made ready, the captain and Martin de Painpont, with 
other gentlemen and the remnant of the mariners, departed from the faid place of 
Charl~fburg Royal the 7th September in the year aforefaid 1540. And the Vifcount 
de Beaupre ftaid behind for the guarding and governing all things in he fort. 

And as they went up the river the captain went to fee the lord of Hochelay, which 
dwelleth between Canada and Hochelaga; which in the former voyage had given unto 
the faid captain a little girl, and had oftentimes informed of the treafons which Taig
l10agnyanJ Domagaia (whom the captain in his former voyage had carried into France) 
would have wrought againft him: in regard of which his courtefy the faid captain 
would not pafs by without vifiting of him, and to let him under£land that the captain 
thought himfelf beholden unto him, he gave unto him two young boys, and left them 
with him to learn their language, and beftowed upon him a cloak of Paris red, which 
cloak was fet with yellow and white buttons of tin, and fmall bells, and withall he gave 
him two bafons of laton, and certain hatchets and knives. Whereat the faid lord 
feemed highly to rejoice, and thanked the captain. This done, the captain and his 
\:ompany departed from that place. 

And we failed with fo profperous a wind, that we arrived the I I th day of the month 
at the firft fault of water, which is two leagues diftant from the town of Tutonaguy. 
And after we were arrived there, we determined to go and pafs as far up as poffible 
with one of the boats, and that the other fhould £lay there till it returned, and we 
double manned her to row up again£l the courfe or £lream of the faid fault. 

And after we had paffed fome part of the way from our other boat, we found bad 
ground and great rocks, and fo great a current, that we could not pcffibly pafs any 
farther with our boat: and the captain refolved to go by land to fee the nature and 
fafhion of the fault. 

And after that we were come on fhore, we found hard by the water fide a way and 
beaten path, going towards the faid faults, by which we took our way. And on the 
faid way, and foon after, we found an habitation of people, which made us great 
cheer, and entertained us very friendly. And after that he had fignified unto them, 
that we were going towards the faults, and that we defired to go to Saguenay, four 
young men went along with us to fhew us the way, and they brought us fa far that we 
came to another village or habitation of good people, which dwell over again£l the 
the fecond Sault, which came and brought us of their victuals:> a s pottage and fifb, and 
offered us of the fame. 

After that the captain had enquired of them, as well by figns as words, how many 
more faults we had to pafs to go to Saguenay, and what di£lance and way it was thither 
this people fhewed us, and gave us to under£land, that we were at the fecond Sault: 
and that there was but o~e more to pars, tha~ the river was not navigable to go to
Saguenay, an~ that th~ faI.d faul~ was bu~ a thIrd farther than we had travelled, !hewing 
us the fame WIth certam.lrttle £lICks, whIch they laid upon the ground in a certain dif
tance, and afterwards laId other fmall branches between them both, reprefenting the 
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f-aults : and by the faid mark, if their faying be true, it can be but fix leagues by land 
to pafs [he faid faults. ' 

After that we had been advertifed by the faid people, of the things above mentioned; 
both becaufe the day was far fpent, and we had neither drank nor eaten the fame day, 
we concluded to return unto our boats, ~nd we came thither where we found great 
fiore of people, t? the number of 400 perions or thereabout, which feemed to give us 
very good entertaII~ment, an~ to rejoice of our coming : ~nd therefore our captain gave 
each of them certam fmall trIfles, as combs, broaches or tin and copper, and other 
fmall toys; and unto the chief men, everyone his little hatchet and hook, whereat 
they made certain cries and ceremonies of joy. 

But a man muft not truft them for all their fair ceremonies and figns of joy, for if 
they had t.hought they had been too firong for us, then would they have done their beft 
to have kIlled us, as we undernood afterward. 

This being done, we returned with our boats, and pailed by the dwellino' of the 
lord of Hochelay, with whom the captain had left the two youths as he cam~ up the 
river, thinking to have found him: but he could find nobody fave one of his fans, who 
told the captain that he was gone to Maifouna, as our boys alfo told us, faying, that it 
was two days fince he departed. But in truth he was gone to Canada, to conclude with 
Agona what they iliould do againft us. 

And when we were arrived at our fort, we unJernood by our people that the favages 
of the country came not any more about our forts as they were accuO:omed, to bring 
us fiili, and that they w~rc in a wonderful doubt and fear of us. 'Wherefore our 
captain having been advertifed by fame of our men which had been at Stadacona to 
vilit them, that· there were a wonderful number of the country people affembled 
together, caufed all things in our fortrefs to be fet in good order, &c. 

[The reO: is wanting.] , 

A Letter written to M. John Growle, Student ill Paris, by Jaques Noel of S. Malo, th~ 
Nephew of Jaques Cartier, tOllching the flrifaid di/cowry. 

MASTER .Growte, yo~r brot~er-in-Ia:w Giles ·Walter, iliewed me t.his morning a 
map prmted at Pans, dedIcated to one M. Hakluyt, an Enghili gentl7man,. 

wherein all the 'V"efl: Indies, the kingdom of New Mexico, and the countnes of 
Canada, Hochelaga, and Saguenay are containe~ .. I. hold that the r~ver. of Canada, 
which is defcribed in that map, is not marked as It IS m my book, whICh IS agreeable 
to the book of Jaques Cartier: and that the faid chart doth not mark or fet do~n The 
Great Lake which is above the faults, according as the favages have advertlfed us, 
which dwell' at the faid faults. In the forefaid chart, which you fent me hither, the 
Great Lake is placed too much toward the north. The faults or falls of ~he. river nand 
in 44 degrees of latitude: it is not fo hard a matter to pafs them, as It .IS thou&ht. 
The water falleth not down from any high place, it is nothing elfe but thert: m the mld~ 
of the river there is bad ground. It were beO: . to build boats abov.e t.he faults; and It 
is eafy to march or travel by land to the end of the thre~ faults.: I~ IS not above five 
leagues journey. I have been upon the top of a mou~talI1, WhICh.IS at the foot of the 
faults, where I have feen the faid river beyond the faid taults whIch {hewed ~nto us 
to be broader than it was where we paffe, I it. The people at the country advemfed us, 
that there are ten days journey from the faults unto this. great lake. We know not 
how many leagues they make to a day's journey. At thlS prefent I cannot wnte unto 
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The faid Cape of Tienot and the N. W. end of the Ifle ?f Afcenfion are eall: and 
weft and take a little of the N. E. and S. W. and they are diftant 34 leagues. 

The lib of Afcenfion is a goodly iDe, and a good champa;g?e land, without any 
hills, fianding all upon white rocks and alahafier? all covered wIth trees un~o the fea 
ihore, and there are all forts of trees as there be 111 France, and there be wIld beafis, 
as bears, luferns, porkefpicks. And from the S. E. end of the We of Afcenfion unto 
the entrance of Cape Briton is but 50 leagues. The N.W. end of the If1e and theCape 
des Monts noChe Dame, which is on the main land towards the fouth, are N.E. and 
W. S. ·ViT., and the difiance between them is 15 leagues. The Cape is in 49 degrees, 
which is a very hio-h land. The Cape and end of die HIe of Afcenfion towards the S.E. 
are.E. and W. and there is IS leagues difiance between them. 

The Bay of Molues or Gafpay is in 48 degrees, and the coaft lyeth north and fouth, 
and takEth a quarter of the N. E. and S. W. unto the Bay of Beate: and there are three 
ifles, one great one and two [mall: from the Bay of Beate, until you pafs the Monts 
noftre Dame all the land is high and good ground, all covered with trees. Ognedoc 
is a good bay and lyeth N. N. W. and S. S. E. and it is a good harbour: and you mufi 
fail along the {hore on the north fide, by reafon of the low point ;:.t the entrance thereof, 
and when you are paft the point bring yourfelf to an anchor in IS or 20 fathoms of 
water toward the fouth fhore; and here within Ihis haven are two rivers, one whica 
goeth toward the N. 'iV. and the other to the S. \V. 

And on this coaft there is great fifhing for cods and other fifh, where there is more 
fiore than is in Newfoundland, and better fifh. And here is great fiore of river fowl, 
as mallards, wild geefe.and others: and here are all forts of trees, rofe-trees, rafberries, 
filbert-trees, apple-trees, pear-trees, and it is hotter here in fummer than in France. 

The me of Afcenfion, and the Seven HIes which lie on the north fhore lie S. E. and 
,V. N. W. and are difiant 24 leagues. The cape of Ognedoc and the Seven Ifles are 
N. N. W. and S. S. E. and are diftant 35 leagues. The Cape of Monts noftre Dame 
and the Seven Wands are north and fouth, and the cut over from one to the other is 
25 leagues: and this is the breadth of this fea, and from thence upward it beginneth 
to wax narrower and narrower. The Seven Iflands are in 50 degrees and a half. The 
Seven Iflands and the Point of Ongear lie N. E. and S. W., and the difiance between 
them is IS leagues, and between them are certain fmall Wands. And the Point of 
Ongear and the Mountains nofire Dame, which are on the fouth fide of the entrance 
of the river, are north and [outh; and the cut over from the one to the other is ten 
leagues; and this is here the breadth of the fea. The Point of Ongear and the River 
of Caen lie eaft and weft, and they are diftant 12 le;Jgues. And all the coafi from the 
IJ1e of Afcenfion hither is very good ground, wherein grow all forts of trees that are in 
France, and fame fruits. The Point of Ongear is 49 deg. and 15 min. And the River 
of Caen and the lile of Raquelle lie N. E. and S. W. and they are diflant J 2 leagues. 
The We of Raquelle is in 48 deg. and 40 min. In this river of Caen there is great 
fiore of fifh: and here the fea is not paft eight leagues broad . 

. The Jfle of, Ra9uclie is a very low HIe, which -is near unto the [outh £hore, hard by a 
hIgh cape which IS called the Cape of Marble: there is no danger there at all, and 
between Raquelle and the Cape of Marble fhips may pafs: and there is not from the 
We to the fouth fhore above one league, and from the iDe to the north !hare about four 
leagues. . The lile of Raquelle a~d the entrance Qf Saguenay are N. E. and W. S. W. 
",nd are d!l1ant 14 leagues, and there are between them two fmall iflands near the north 
fuore. The entrance of Saguenay is in 48 deg. and 20 min. and the entrance hath not 
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paft a quarter of a.league in breadth, and it IS dangerous tow:1rd the S. W., and two or 
three l·~\sues wIthm the entrance it beginneth to wax wider and ,yider, and it feemeth 
to be as It w:re an arm of the fea: and I think that tGe falne runneth into the fea of 
Cat?ay, for It fe~deth forth there a &reat current, and there doth run in that place a 
ternble race or tlde. And here the flver from the north t1101'e to the fouth {hore is not 
paft four leagues in breadth, and it is a dangerous palfage between both the lands be. 
caufe there lie banks of rocks in the river. ' 

The Iile of Raquelle and the I~e of:Hares lie N. E. and S. W. and take a quarter of 
the eaft and w~ft, and they are dlftant 18 leagues. The entrance of Sag-uenay and the 
HIe of Hares he N. N. E. and S. S. W. and are diftant five leagues. The entrance of 
Saguenay and the HIe of Raquelle, are N. N. W. and S. S. W. and are diftant three 
leagues. The Iile of Hares is in 48 deg. 4 min. From the mountains of N oftre Dame 
unto Canada and unto Hochelaga, all the land on the fouth coaft is fair, a low bnd and 
goodly champaigne, all covered with trees unto the bank of the river. And the land 
on the north fide is higher, and in fome places there are high mountains And from 
the Ii1e of Hares unto the Ii1e of Orleans the river is not paft four or five leao-ues 
broad. Between the Ii1e of Hares and the high land on the north fide, the fea is

b 
not 

paft a league and a half broad, and it is very deep, for it is above 100 fath0ms deep in 
the midft. To the eaft of the IDe of Hares there are two or three flm.I1 iib: and rocks. 
And from hence to the Iile of Filberts, all is nothing but rocks and iDes on the fouth 
fuore: and towards the north the fea is fair and deep. The Iile of Hares and the Iilc 
of Filberts lie N. E., W., and S. W., and they are diftant 12 leagues. And you muft 
always run along the high land on the north {hore, for on the other {hare there is nothing 
but rocks: and you muft pafs by the fide of the IDe of Filberts, and the river there i~ 
not paft a quarter of a league broad, and you mull fail in the midll of the channel, and 
in the midft runneth the beft pailage either at an high or low water, becaufe the fea 
runneth there ftrongly, and there are great dangers of rocks, and you had need of 
good anchor and c:1b~e. The IDe of Filberts is a fmaJ! ii1e, about one league long, and 
half a league broad, but they are all banks of fand. The 111e of Filberts llands in 47 
de-g. 45 min. rrhe IDe of Filberts and the IDe of Orleans lie N. E. and S. W. and they 
are dillant ten lea~ues, and thou muft pafs by the high land on the north fide, ahout 
a quarter of a leagUue~ becaufe that in the midll . of the river there is nothing tU,t ihoaIs 
and rocks. And when thou {halt be over agamft a round cape, thou muft LLe over 
to the fouth {hare S. W . .;. S. and thou {halt elil in five, fix, and fc\'eI") faLl,Olll::,: and 
there the river ofCan<ida beginneth to be heih, and the faIt water endedl. And ·when 
thou {halt be athwart the point of the IDe of Orleans, v,·here the ri','er beginneth to be 
frefu thou {halt fail in the midft of the river, and thou nult leave the iile on the {lar
board which is on the right hand: and here the river is not pa/1 a quart'~r of a k.I~;uc 
broad' and hath 20 and 30 hthoms water. And to\'. :tni the fouth fhoret h:'1"e is ;t leG:~c; 
of iDe~ all covered with trees, and they end over againft the point of ~he 1112 of Oi·]2J.llS. 

And the point of the We of Orleans tOWCt:'d the N. E. is in 47 deg: 20 mia. .1il1,J. th.C 
Ifle of Orleans is a fair iile, all covered WIth trees even unto the nver fide: and It IS 

about five leagues long and a l~ague and a .hal~· broad. And 01\ the ~lorth !hore th~re 
is another river which falleth mto the mam nver :It the end OI the l{Lmd: c.nd {hIpS 

may very well ~afs there. From the midft of the iile unto Ca~1ada the ri:Te:~;'unneTth 
weft and from the place of Canada unto France-Roy the nver runnetn \ \ . S. \.\T. 
and from the well end of the iDe to Canada is but one league, and unto }'r~'llcl'-Roy 
four leagues. And when thou art come to the end of ,he ii1e~ thou {hal~ fee a g~eat 
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river which falleth 15 or 20 fathoms down from a rock, and maketh a terrible noife. 
The fort of France-Roy is in 47 dt,'g, 10 min. 

The extenfion of all thefe lands, upon juft occafion is called New France: for it is 
as good and as temperate as. France, and in the fan;e la~itude. And the reafon where
fore it is colder in the winter IS, becaufe the frefh nver IS naturally more cold than the 
rea' and it is alfo broad and deep: and in fome places it is half a league and above in 
bre~dth: and alfo becaufe the land is not tilled, nor full of people; and is all full of 
woods which is the caufe of cold, becaufe there is not ftore of fire nor cattle. And the 
fun h;th its meridian as high as the meridian at Rochel, and it is noon here, when the 
fun is at S. S. W. at Rachel. And here the north ftar by the compafs fiandeth 
N. N. E. And when at Rachel it is noon, it is but half an hour paft nine at 
France-Roy. 

From the faid place unto the ocean fea and the co aft of New France, is not above 
50 leagues diftance, and from the entrance of Norumbega unto Florida are 300 leagues: 
and from this place of France-Roy to Hochelaga, are about 80 leagues, and unto 
the H1e of Rafus 30 leagues. And I doubt not but Norumbega entereth into the 
river of Canada, and unto the fea of Saguenay. And from the fort of France-Roy 
until a man come forth of the Grand B:ly is not above 230 leagues; and the courfe is 
N. E. and W. S. W. not above five degrees and 20 min. difference, and reckon 16 

leagues and a half to a degree. I 

By the nature of the climate the lands towards Hochelaga are fiill better and better, 
and more fruitful; and this land is fit for figs and pears; and I think that gold and filver 
will be found here, according as the people of the country fay. Thefe lands lie over 
againfr Tartary, and I doubt not but they ftretch toward Afia, according to the round. 
nefs of the world. And therefore it were good to have a fmall !hip of 70 tons to dif. 
cover the coaft or New France on the back fide of Florida: for I have been at a bay as 
far as 42 degrees between Norumbega and Florida, and I have not fearched the end 
thereof, and I know not whether it pafs through. And in all thefe countries there 
are oaks, and bortz, a!hes, elms, arables, trees of life, pines, pruife trees, cedars, great 
walnut trees, and wild nuts, hazel trees, wild pear trees, wild grapes, and there have 
been found red plums.. And very fair c?rn groweth there, and peafon grow of their 
own accord, goofebernes and frrawbernes. And there are goodly forefts wherein 
men may hunt.. And there are great fto;e of frags, deer, porkepicks, and the favages 
fay there be umcorns. Fowl there are m abu?dance, as b,ufrards, wild geefe, cranes, 
turtle doves, ravens, crows, and many other birds. All thmgs which are fown there 
are not pafr two or three days in coming up out of the ground. I have told in one ear 
of corn 120 grains, like the corn of France. And you need not to fow your wheat 
until March, and it will be ripe in the midfi: of Augufr. The waters are better and 
perfeCter than in France, and if the country were tilled and repleni!hed with people it 

" would be as hot as Rochel. And the reafon why it fnoweth oftener there than' in 
France is, becaufe it raineth there but feldom; for the rain is converted into fnows. 

All things above mentioned are true. 
John Alphonfe made this voyage with Monfieur Roberval. 
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Tbe Voyage oj John Francis de la Roche" knigbt, lord of ,Raber,val, to tbe Countries of 
Canada, .sa&uenay, and H~cl~elaga, wzth, three ,tal! ShipS, and two bundred Perfons, 
both Men, Women, and Chzlaren, begun m Aprtl 1542. In which Parts he remained 
the.fame Summer, and all the next Winter. 

SIR. Jo~n Francis de la ~oche, knig?t, lord of Roberval, appointed by the King as 
hIS heut~nant-~eneral III th~ c~untnes of Canada, Saguenay and Hochelaga,furniilied 

thre~ tall !hIpS chIefly. at th: KIll~ s coft, and having in his fleet 200 perfons as well men 
as 'Women, accompamed wIth dIvers gentlemen of quality, as namely, with MonGeuI' 
Saine-terre his lieutenant, l'Efpiney his enfign, Captain Guinecourt, Monfieur Noir 
Fontaine, Dieu Lamont, Frote, la Broffe, Francis de Mire, la Salle, and Royeze, and 
John Alphonfe of XanCtoigne, an excellent pilot, fet fail from Rochel, the 16th of 
April 1542. The fame day about noon"we came athwart of Chef de Bovs, whert~ 
we were enforced to flay the night following. On Monday the 17th ;f the faid 
month we departed from Chef de Boys. The wind ferved us notably for a time, 
but within few days it came quite contrary, which hindered our journey for a long 
fpace, for we were fuddenly enforced to turn back, and to feek harbour in Belle Ii1e 
on the coafl of Bretaigne, where we flaid fo long and had fuch contrary weather by 
the way, that we could not reach Newfoundland until the 7th of June. 

The 8th of this month we entered into the Road of Saint John, where we found 
17 {hips of fi!hers. While we made fomewhat long abode here, Jaques Carthier 
llnd his company returning from Canada, whither he was fent with five fails the year 
before, arrived in the very fame harbour. Who after he had done his duty to our 
general, told him that he had brought certain diamonds, and a quantity of gold ore, which 
was found in the country. Which ore the Sunday next enfuing was tried in a furnace, 
and found to be good. 

Furthermore he informed our general that he could not with his fmall company 
withfland the favages, which went about daily to annoy him, and this was the caufe 
of his return into France. N everthelefs he and his company commended the country 
to be very rich and fruitful. But when our general being furn.ifhed with fuB1cient 
forces, commanded him to go back again with him, he and his comp~ny, moved as it 
feemed with ambition, becau[e they would have all the glory of the dlfcovery of thofe 
parts themfelves, flole privily ~way the next night from us, and without taking their 
leaves departed home for Bretalgne. 

We fpent the greatefl part of June in the harbour of Saint John, partly in furni:lh
ing ourfelves with freih v\'a~e:, whereof we flood in very great need by the way, and 
partly in compofing and tai~ll1g up a quarrel between fO,me of our countrymen and 
certain PortugaIs. At length about th" lail of the aforefaid month, :ve departed hence, 
and entered into the Grand Bay, and pafTed by the IDe of AfcenilOn, and f:nalIy.ar
rived four leagues welhvard of the IDe of Orleans. In this place v:(:' found a convenient 
harbour for our fhippinO', where we caft anchor, ,vent aihore ,nth our people, and 
chofe out a convenient place to fortify ourfelves in, fit to command the main river, and 
of {hong fituation againfl: all im Zl1l~l~ of enemies. ,~ Thus, to\yard the end of July, w.e 
brought our viCtuals and other mumtlOn~ and provIilOllS 011 {hore, and began to travail 
in fortifying ourfelves. 
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On Thurfday the 14th of June, Monfieur l'Efpiney, La BroKe, lVIonfieur Frete, 
Monfieur Longeval and others, returned from the general, from the voyage of 
Saguenay. 

And note, that eight men and one hark were drowned and loft, among whom ~as 
Monfieur de Noire Fontaine, and one named La Va{feur of Conftance. 

On Tuefday the 19th of lune aforefaid, there came ffom the general, Monfieur de 
ViIIeneufve, Talebot, and three others, which brought fix fcore pounds weight of their 
lCorn, and.letters to ftay yet until Magdalentide, which is the 2zd day of July. 

::=itr,'lhln and PT,:,floft, 
Printers-Street, Lordua. 

[The refl: of this voyage is wanting. ] 

-END OF THE TW-ELFTH VOLUME. 
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