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McGILL COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY. 

imrn1th to' )Jis <l£xC£Utntll iye ~nbernnt ~meral, llnh tn 
tye Je.gislattm, j'ebruarM, 1865. 

---------.. -+--.~--





To His E.rcclfe;u:!J the Rig7tt HunoraOle CHARLES STANLEY 

VlscOeXT ~IoxcK, Baron Jlollck of Ballytrammon in tlte 

OOUNty of TVojord, Gl)l'ernOr General of British North 
Aclnerica, and ('((ptain General and G'iUerl/ll)' in C/tiefin 
and O/'tT the Prol'inet8 of Canada, ~\r,}"l Scotia, ~-r,'I(, Bruns
wiuk, and the Island of Prince Edw,trrl, and Vi,;e-Adm/:ra7 
of the s,une, etc., et,'., etc. 

The Petition of the Govcrl1ol'G, Principal and Fellows, of McGill 
('nlIe,!!(' and lTniH'l'sity-

RESPECTFULLY SUEWETH:-

That your Excellency's Petitioners, in view of the present condition 
of the University and its limitcu rcwurces, feci themselves justified 
and called upon earnestly to press upon the Legislature its claims for a 
permanent endowment, in support of which they be,; leave to make the 
following statement~ : 

In an educational point of yiew, the growth of tLe University under 
its new charter, has surpassecI the most sanguine expectations of its 
friends. It was in the past session instrumental in the education of G28 
persons, of whom 305 were Student., in Law, Medieine and Arts; 74 
Teachers in training; 249 pupib in thc Hig-h School, and the remain
der were pupils in the :Model Sehools. It has in the Faculty of Law 
6 Professors; in the Faculty of- Medicine, 9 Professors; in the Faculty 
of Arts, 10 Professors; in the High School Department 10 ~Iasters. 

There are also two Professors, two Teachers and scyeral Rssistants, in the 
~IcGill Normal and Model Schools. 

In its buildings, the T~niversity was long inadequately accUllllllodated ; 
but reeently by the exertions of the Board of Governors, and the liber
ality of one of them, W m. l\Iolson, Esq., this disadvantage has been in a 
great measure removed, By the liberality of some leadin:; eitizens of 
Montreal, it has recently been endowed with gold Medals in Law, and 
in most of the principal branches of Study in Arts. 



The University now challenges comparison with any other in North 
America, in the efficiency of its staff and the thoroughness of its courses 
of study, and is prepared to carry the scientific and literary education of 
young men to a degree of perfection not heretofore attainable in Lower 
Canada, and comparable with that of the British Universities. 

While these results, so creditable and useful to Canada, have been 
attained, your Excellency'S Petitioners have, from the first, had to com
plain that the important objects committed to their care, have not received 
an adequate amount of Provincial pecuniary support, and that their 
labours have, in conse(juence, been prosecuted under many disadvantages. 

The total expenditure of the University for the past year, including 
$588 of interest on its debts, and $~018 for repairs, &c. of building (but 
exclusive of the Normal School and of Fees paid to Professors in l'Iedi
cine and Law), may be stated at $31,411; and that an institution of 
this charader, with so m:my instructing officers, should be supported on 
such a sum, must be regarded as an instance of economy scarcely equalled 
in any other similar case. 

Of the above sum, $6,i02 are paid by the revenue of the original 
endowment of ~Ir .. McGill; $~,8-±6 by the interest of the Endowment 
Fund contributed by the citizens of Montreal; $6,019 by the fees in 
the High School, and $713 by the fees in the Faculty of Arts. Toward 
payment of the balance the Province contributes as follows: 

(1.) A sum of 81,000 per annum to the :Mcdical Faculty, being the 
same amount paid to each of the other Medical Schools, none of whieh 
equals that of McGill in the number of Professors and Students. 

(2.) The sum of $1,128 to the High School Department, on con
dition that it shall educate, free of expense, thirty pupils appointed by 
the Government, and whose education at the annual rate of fees would 
cost $1,320; the High School being distinguished from every other 
Snperior School in Lower Canada by receiving no free grant. 

(3.) The sum of $~,803.!)i to the Collegc, in aid of the University 
generally, and of the Faculties of Arts and Law. The sum thus 
granted bas been progressively diminished from 1854 up to the present 
time, as stated in the following table, though in the meantime the num
ber of students at the University and its annual expenditure for 
their benefit have largely increased. 



3 

NU~IBER OF STUDENTS AND PUPILS OF McGILL COLLEGE AND UNIVER

SITY, FROU 185! TO 1863, WITH TIlE ANNUAL GRANTS FOR THE SAlliE 

YEARS. 

~Tl'DDB i~srA I~·;G 1~8G~1~~~1~58 i~5~1~~_I~:~: 186211863 

I I I I I I I I j 
in Art'.. . : 38' .j~ I -17 ±7 60 I 58 I 65 1 72'

j 

82-
in :l!E'dll.'llll.:'. I : 07 '1.:16 ~u !:Ii lUtl Il~4 H-t) [175 177 

in Law,. , __ l~'~_ ~~_I~~ ~~_ ~~ _4~!~~ ~,~ 
Total Sludenl,: 97 110 1:,4 lli7 174 205 229 I 256 1 302 I 307 

Pupil'in H 1 ! IS;; ~1.', I ~3.:, ~42 2.;1) 1 2,,2 : 281 271 I 262 I 24~ 
:;cLool. . ; ___________ ' ___ , _____ 1 __ 1 __ , __ _ 

, ., '0 I .,.,' ,,-,' , I .J ' ,- I. '1' - I I' Total .. 1 ... s.. I .) .... ) [.::Ol~ ~U.I I 4 ... -1 ..J,VI I vl0 02, 564 &50 

~ , ~ 1 I ' ~ ! $ 'I' ~ i I I $ I $ 1 $ 
Grant. to the I 'flt") 'H'" --orrl IfI' 8111)1 fI- "g"", 00 "9')') 8°")86') °8 'l032 8? 28B? 08 10803 g-lJniversity. I , i" ,\. i" , .. 'I' , ," .,_. -I" u_ -j" - - - . -I •. - I- . \. 
Gran Is to tLe I ! I I. I 

Medical 1000 11»)1) OC W." 001UOO 00 Il.Il").1)1.I 1000.001000.00 1000.00 1000.00 lIX)O ()I) 

~chool. 'I I I I I 
urants to the I 

High Sch. I 
for Ed uca· ,112:) 
ting 30 free 
Scholars .. 

I m~ 11U~ 11~.-'; l1:2R 11~8 1I:.!8 

i I 

:Jf I llcluding IG StudCllts of I\oIorrin Collei,"e. 

1 

1

1128 11l2~ i 1128 

I 

Sole.-74 Teacl1ers in training in the Normal School, and 300 Pupils in the Modol 
Sohools are excluded from the ahoTC> table, the~e institutions not doridng any pecuniary 
oupport from the CnJle~e. 

Taking into account all these sources of'revenue, an annual deficiency 
remained in 1863, of $10,141, not provided for by the income; and this 
deficiency appeared so alarming that the Governors were under the necessity 
of withdrawing the aids formerly given to the High School, and of dis
continuing the course of Engineering in the Faculty of Arts. They were 
also obliged further to postpone the just claims of several Professors for 
increase of their salaries, and to abstain from all additions to the Library, 
:Uuseum, and Apparatus. 

It should also be stated that the extension of the L:niversity renders 
additional expenditure necessary for examinations and printing, which 
there are not means to defray. 

Your Excellency'S Petitioners would further state that an inspection of 
the accounts will show that the utmost economy has penaded the expen
ditures of the University, and that its efforts have been steadily directed 
to the provision of means of education not otherwise accessible in this 
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country, and of it higher character than those afforded by the ordinary 
AcademieR and Collecre'l· thus fulfillin a the wise an,l benevolent intention::; 

.j ) 0 

of the founder, and giving to our young mC'1l the opportunity of raising 
their mental culture to the level of that in older tountrics. It has further 
been an object of solicitude with th8 Governors to pJ"(l!1lote practieal 
scientific training lJC'aring on the 1110re important profe~sions, and they 
would gladly do more in this direction diel their l"l':'lIurces permit. 

The following statements, conbilH'<l in a former memorial, lllay be here 
repeated, as enforcing the claims of the r ni rer:,ity to public aid. 

FiTst :-The hte .J1r. :\J cUill undoubte,l:y Dlal~c his bequest under 
the expectation and implied promise tlnt a further and sufficient endow
ment would be made by the Provincial Government. This is apparent 
from the circumstances under which the bequest was made. The Gov
ernor in Chief in 1801 laid lJcfore the Provincial Parliament a message 
in the following term, : 

" That His J\bjesty haLl been gra<.:iously pleased to gi\'e directions for 
the establishment of a competent number of Free Schools, for the 
instruction of children in the first rudiments of useful learuing, and in 
the English tongue, and for foundations of a more eularged and compre
hensive nature, and that His .Jlajesty had been further pleased to signi(v 
His Royal intention that a suitable proportion of the lands of the CrowtI 
should be set apart, and the revenues thereof appropriated to such 
purposes." As a preliminary step, the Act incorporating the Royal 
I nstitution for the Advancement of Learning was passed, containing this 
message in its preamble; and thereafter, it was intended that the" liberal 
grant of Crown Lands," referred to in the message, should be transferred 
to its control, in trust for Free Schools and "Foundations of a more 
enlarged and comprehensive nature," -but no grant was ever made. 

The late :111". McG ill was not only an active Member of the Legislature 
at this time, but an Executive Councillor, and therefore, mnst be pre
sumed to haw been thoroughly conversant with the intentions of the 
Imperial and PWl'incial Governments. By his last will he bequeathed 
a sum of money and his Estate of Burnside to the Royal Institution 
for the purpose of erecting and maintaining a University; but his 
endowment, liberal as it was, was yet quite inadequate for the object 



contemplated, and it is r~d~fJnabl,-, til inf~r that he looked beyond it to 

the Royal Institution, to whom he bdicyed that a liberal Grant of Crown 
Lands w"~ to haye heen entrn,(.,·,l for a kinrlred purpose. 

His EnL10\Ylllcnt \\'a, lOll!,; anter;or to tlll' ,·,t";)li,,hmcnt of' any 1'ro

te,;t,mt Colll'!,:c ill the Pnwincc, and :'till is the only one made in it for 
that pnrpo,e. Since that lillie hUllLlrcds of thousalllls "f pounds hav'~ 
been bestowl'll by annual ~~'l'<lllb Oil Coman Catholic E,)ncational Insti
tutions in Lower Can,uh; while, ill 1,;"PP0,r ('anclIla, bew!',,] 1,;"niversities 

ha\'(' been founde,l, all of thcm 1'.Lrl;eipatiIJ.~ mon' or 1,-"", in the grants 

of public lllllncys. Olleof them, tIle eniv(~r"it.r of Toronto, enjoys an 
endowment of ~~G.2U1 "('!'l', of land conferred by noyal Grant in 1828, 
from which a sum ('xceedin~'{:2!)3,~:~~3 ha~ been already derived, and in 
addition to this, it reccin·d during nnny years for tIll' College con
nectell "ith it, a !,;rant of $1,111 annually. Upper (1all~lIh College, 
established in lS:j~, "as cnl10wed LI)' various grants between that yi'ar 
and the year IS:J.), with Ii;-;,SOJ acres of land, which has yielded 
£55,n-l, and has also rec!'ivcd an annnal grant of £1000, which still con
tinues. It is further to IJe ob.'3erwc1 that the Unin'rs;tics of Queen's 

College and Victoria (,olkg;l', in Uppcr Canada, have had their grants 
raisell to ;.-,000 each, be.,lll!' the usual aill to their .l\Iedical Schools. Yet 

no permanent provision whatever ha,; ever been made fflr l\Icnill Col
lege; and all the money;; receivecl by it from public sources (of which 
the first wa~ in 1:-: 3+) do not together amount to Gne' fonrth of the 
annual revenues of the University of TllruJlLn, or to one-tenth of the 

value of }f r. }IcGill's b"'l11l'~t. 

The largeness of' that pe(iuest aud tIlt' munificence with which the 

fund h",.; since been increased in the sum of £15,000 by subscription in 
the City of l\Iontreal, and the completion of the College buildings by 
':\fr. William }Iolsoll, coupled with the c11araeter of' the UniYersity, jus

tify your }Il'moria]ist.'l in the hope that a corresponding spirit will be 

manifested by the Legislature, and that after so much has beeen done 

by private beneficence, the work may be completed by granting the relief 
now sought, and providing for tl11' future a permanent public Endow

ment. These donations also show how urgently the want of a Protes
tant University has been felt, and how highly its benefits are esteemed 

by the English population. 
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SecoJld1.1j . -~ut only was the late M1'. McGill warranted in believing 
that Lis exertions to e"bblish a University would be supported by a 
Grant from the Crown Lands, but the l\Icmbers of the Royal Institution, 
subsequently, II"ere led to expect that they would have been saved the 
heavy expense of en:dill','; the College buildings, and that the endow
ment would bye been rpl1dered available for it" future support. In the 
e:.trly part of 1SH}, the Lord Rlthurst, then Colonial Secretary, 
instructed the Cu,ernor General, the Duke of Richmond, to adopt, with 
as little delay as jlJ,;.,ihle, the nece,;sary measures for erecting upon Mr. 
}lcGill's property an a,ll"Iuate bnilding for the in,truction of yonth, and 
His G [',we was authorized to defray the expense thereof from the funds 
which might l,e in tIlt' hand., of the gec3ivcr of the Jesuits' Estates. 

But for reasons unknown to the Governors. these lilJeral intentions on 
th,' part "l' Iris }raj,,:;ty were not carried into effect. 

Third1!} :-The University of ~fcGill College is the only one in 
Lower Canada which is non-sectarian. As such it is entitled to claim, 
aud as your Excellency's Petitioners believe, it possesses, the confidence of 
tbe Protestant community of c,ery religious denomination. This is shown 
by the list of subcriptiuns to the Endowment Fund, iu which are to be 
foul1l1 the n~llllCS of }fembers of the English and Scotch Churches and of 
the Free Church, l\Iethoc1ist.~, Congregationalists, American Presbyterians, 
3nd Unituri:,ns; }Iem],l'l's of the Jl'wish faith have also contributed. 

POllrthZy :-The University is not a mere pril'ate Institution founded 
by individual bene,olence, but i" public and provincial in its character. 
It is prqnrcll to conf;::r degrees not only upon the Students of its own 
Colleges, hut, under just and salutary rules, upon those of any others 
which may be established in the Province,-thus rendering it unneces
S'll'Y, as without doubt it is inexpedient, to multiply the number of 
Educational Institutions PC)""cssing that power. 

A. large nUllllJL'r of scholarshipo ill the Faculty of A.rts are at the dis
posal of your Excellency, as abo the presentation to thirty scholarships 
in the High School Department. 

Pifthly :-This Provincial character of the University, and the pros
perity and influence which it has attained mark it out as the "Teat centre , b 

and support of the higher Protr~tant Education in Lower Canada. As 
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such, the managemcnt of the Provincial Normal ~ch<)ol has been 

confided to it with the approbation of the whole community; and the 
confidence has thus far been justifie,l by complete 8ucce,s. A further 
indication of the samc natmf' is affonl"ll by the affiliation with it of the 
St. Francis Collc·ge. Ric:llllond, utl,l .. ,\, till' libe'ral terms I'l"nvillt',l hy the 
Statutes of the 1:ni\'ersity, ~till more r"(-C'lltly Jlorrill 0011",'-;<:, Quebec, 
has been affiliated, and has already sent Ul' de'.en "tUll,:uts who h:1\'" 
passed creditably the preliminary examinations of the University; anfl 
arrangements arc now in progl'CES for affili;ilin::,:; th'" Congreg,ttiom.l Col
lege of British .'Iorth _"lllcri(,.l. 

The affiliation of other Colk'~"o.s :mu Theological ~clw"l, i, e}:l'",e~cd ; 
and thus the ailb to h:;.::11er education, which this C')Untry ,0 IIlUCh need" 
will alw~lYS be availahle to all who lIuy reilHirc th<:'lll. and that ill the 
amplest form; for it i, to be observed th;lt this U l1i\'ersity offers to ib 
students not only an ordinary liberal ellucation, but the IllGans also or 
high scientific culture, and of thoron:-;h instruction in tit" pl'()fes~ions or 
Law and 3Iedicine, anu that its pre-i<'llt position ill thie re'pec:t will 
enable it, with additional pecuniary resource", to ext',n<l itself still fur
ther in the direction of professional education. 

The importance allu claims for support of such a CClltr'll Ilbtituti"l1 
are too obvious to require arc:'ument; and these, great a.' they now al(', 

will be augmentc,l by the increase of population, wealth, aud intelli;cnce, 
bringing with them an appreciation of the valul' of learniug anr1 a dCllwllrl 

for the means of its geueral CUltiv~ltioll, The ;'IcGill Unin'l'"ity 
ought not then to be confounded WWl the ordinary ~dlOOls and 
other Educational E~tablishments, scdari:lll 01' non s,'darian, which 
abound in Lower Canada. It staml..; a1"11<: in its ch;.mlctl'l' anel O}'jr-Ch, 

and requires from the Government ,t direct [Inel special ,UPPOi't adertuate 
to its importance and its want", To p1a\'e it, ,in the rlisLributiun "f 
Legislative aid, upon the same footing with thosc minor c,ta],lishmcnts 
which share in the fund plaec,J in the hanus of the Superintendent "t' 
Education, is an error and an injustice, llot only to the University itself', 
but to the whole Protestant community of Lower ('an~\lb, Your 
Excellency'S Petitioners would further, in view of the proposed Feueration 
of the Provinces urD'e the necessity of an immediate consideration of , 0 

the claims above set forth, and of a permanent provision for the support 

of the University. 
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Your Excellency's Pelll i(lIW" would therefore pray for a permanent 
endowment, and thnt this should be e«(ual to an annual income of $20,000 
for the College and University, and of $4000 for the High School, 
inc1cpenclently of any ~um the latter 1mlY receive for the education of 
Government ,whohr~. 

And your [i:xccllency's Petitioners, as in duty bound, will evor pray. 
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