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necessary that spirits should be kept two years in 
tank for aging purposes came into effect the 1st 
of July, 1890, and a large amount of spirits was 
withdra".'D in anticipation, the duties upon v ... hich 
would have amounted to probably $500,000. This 
would have gone naturally J bu tfor that circumstance, 
into the Excise duties of the year we are considering. 
In the Miscella,neous a small decrease, as compared 
with the preceding year, is shown, namely J $27,694. 
The total decrease amounts to :131,320,615. \'lith 
reference to Excise, the following table shows the 
course of business for two years ;-

TABLE showing the Quantities ta.ken out and the 
Duties accrued. 

Spirits .. 

Malt 

Cigars. 
Cign.ret tes. 

lSS!;)-fJO, 
Quantity 

Ga.ls. 

Tobac C(l' I 
and Snuff! 9,80~,£:S1 

GaJs. S S I 8 

·t,G17 JI~;) ;;;..5,14.191 ,1,;)73,4-52 

557 'fI~ll 588,5931 +31,572 

{"ll,'3./10 6' J.5,fI1';·: +11,307 
·r3.5I1S, 54,7,37, +11,229 

i 
9,688,6431.851),62111,309,89;, +Hl,274 

, 1 ___ ' __ 

This shows that. the quantity of spirits taken from 
bond in 1889-90 amolmted to :3,574,709 gallons. In 
1890-91 the quantity t.akenout was2, 708,841 gallons, 
and the decrease in the accrued duty of 1890-91, as 
compared with 1889-90, was over $1,000,000. All 
the other articles of Excise,malt, cigars, cigarettes, 
tobacco, and snuff, sho\'\' an increase over the pre­
ceding year. "MaJt shows an increase of ::;;:-n,3i:2 
in accrued duties j cigars show an increase of $11,-
307 in accrued duties; cigarettes show an increase of 
$11,229; and tobacco and snuff all increase of 
$19,274 in accrued duties. It might be as well to 
keep up the table which has been presented for 
several years in our financial statements as to 
the per capita consumption of liqnors and tobacco, 
a,s shown by the Excise reports. The following are 
the figures ;-

PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF LIQUORS AND 
TOBACCO. 

I 
Spirits. Beer. Winc. Tobacco. 

------- --1--- -------
i' . 
I Gals. I Gals. Gals. i Lbs. 

AVeragefrOm1867 .... ll.151' 2'708 '140 i 2'128 

do 1859-90 .. , ·SS3 3·360 I ·lo±' 2·143 

___ d_O_.~-91..1 .8661 3·282 .1021 2·033 
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EXPENDITURE, 1890-91. 

When we come to the expenditures of 1890-91, 
which were estimated at $:36,000,000, we find that 
the aetua] expenditure exceeded that amount ?y 
$343,567, giving a total actual expenditure of $36,-
343,567. Although the expenditure last year shows 
an increase of this amo'unt Q\Ter the estimate, the 
expenditure itself is $574,2671e88 than the expendi­
ture in 1888-89. The chief items in which there 
was an increase of expenditure, as compared with 
the preceding year, are as follows :-

Premium, Discount and Exchange.... ··833,285 

6~~ti7Jo~~~~dm·~~t.·".'::: '::',',:', .... ",', ',',',::::: ~~:~t~ 
Administration of Justice........ ......... 16,808 
Arts, Agriculture and Statistics.,........ },655 

~~~)Jili~~ur~el:: ~ .. :. ~ . ~ : •. : :.:: .:.: .: .. : .. ::.:.: .:.:.: 2!~;f~ 
M~fithsouJ~.:i{t~.~ ~~~dt ~~~-:~:lii'p' 'S~b~e~: 26,481 
Mr~~,~,fl;11~~;~~:', .. ,. .............. ......... 3i:~ 
N. W. Territuri('~ GoYernment ... , .. ' ..... 68,545 
()cell nand Ri vcr Service. . . 35,231 

~~II~t;n~il~~ifP~~'~~;~l;~~Cl~~t~~~::::.:::": J:~~i 
(10 Excise.. . . .. .. . . . . . 15,240 
rio Post Office. . . 87,206 
(10 Puhlic Works..... 10,235 
do Railways & Canals 143,316 
do Weights, Measures 

and Gas.. 3,655 

A large increase took place owing to the census, 
for which there was an item of $252,154. The llext 
largest item is in the collection of revenue,Railways 
and Canals, w-hbh shows an increase of $143,316. 
The increase in expenditure, therefore,as compared 
with the preceding year, is almost entirely due to 
the abnormal and large expenditure incurred in 
taking the census. The decreases were as follows :-

Interest on Public Debt ............ -..... S 
Charges of Mu,nu,gement. ............. ,., 
Indians., .................. , ........... . 

tle:;f~~t~~sjXt~i~: :::: :::::: :: : : :: :::: ::: 
Militia. a,nd Defence.. . ................ . 
Monnted Police ........ , ...... . 
Pensions ........................ , ... ,., 
Public Works ........................... . 
Ra.il ways and Canals .................... . 
Culling Timber ...................... .. 
Dominion La,nds ....................... . 

72,705 
1,625 

120,389 
335,7()1 

6,562 
7,500 

12,114 
3,541 

34,956 
15,106 
2,182 

15,U91 

Decreases took place in the expenditure ou 

the interest on the Public Debt of ~7:2, 705~ 

duE' to the retirement of stock bearing 6 

per cent, .1 per cent a.nd 4: per cent and replaced 

by money horrowell at about 3·~ per cent. In Charges: 

of :Managemellt there is a slight decrease of $1,625, 

In the care of Indians, there is a large decrease, 

a,mounting to 8120,:189. In the Mounted Police 

there is a decrease of 81:2,114. As far as these 

decreases are concerned, they are permanent 

as regards 'Mounted Police and Indians and, 



in the matter of tbe Public Debt, so far as the 
principal involved is concerned, while the increases 
,are'largely abnormal in their character and are not 
likely to occur again, the census being likely to be 
,fini:;;hed during the current year. Summing 
up, then, we have as a revenue for the 
past year $38,579,310, and an expenditure of $:36,-
343,567, which leaves us with a surplus on Consoli­
dated Fund account of $2,2:35,742. If it were not 
for the item of Capital Expenditures, this surplus 
would remain in hand for a decrease of the del)t, 
but during the past year there was expended on 
eapital account the following amounts ;-

RailwltY8 a.nd Canals ..... . 
Public Works .......••. 
Dominion Lands. ....... " .. . 
N. W. RebellionLosses ..... . 

. ... 32,502,409 
515,70~ 
94,847 

2,901 

~3,115,859 
Railway Subsidies.................... ... 1,265,705 

$4,381,564 

Comparing this with the previous yea.!', 1889-90, 
we find that the expenditure then all C.!npitu.l ac­
~0l1llt was $5,731,3;')4, as against :::;J,:iSl,5f-j-! ill 

1890·91, mak'ing a saving in fayour of the latter 
year of $1,349,790. The net result, therefore, of the 
operation of the year, is that we ha,\~e prodded for 
the ordinary expellses and services of the country out 
of the Consolillated Fund, we haye laid up in the 
Sinking Fund, which is of course practically a re­
duction of the debt, Sl,938JJ78, 'Te have proyic1ed 
for capital expenditures, including ntihvny subsi­
dies, $4,381,564, and we have been able to do that 
with an aclclition to the clebt of only $275,818. 
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It will be seen thfLt, during those four yefl.,rs, the 
expen(liture on COllsoli(bte~l Fund account has 
kept remarki:1.J,ly even, being 011 an average about 
$:3G,OOO,OOO each year. OIl C.!i:1pital Hcconnt, not 
including milw~~y subsidies, we uxpende(l in 1 SSt· 
S~, ~q,4:)7,-lno; in 1888-80, :r~.~:!(),:3]:i; in lSSD-~IO, 

COMPARATIVE RESULTS, U:<:SI":)'''": TO 1 S90-~H. :-':~,():i:l, l.)~); <1l\(l ill ISDO-9l, :;;;:L 115,860; thc ,U11onnt 
for 1S90-fll being 01,:i21,600 less th,m was expended 

HOll. gentlemen may l'emember that in 1889, 011 ill 18.37-88, which again is in the propel' directiolL 
the occasion of my first Budget speech, I mode a The revenue, ah.(), has been huoyant., rising from 
forecast as follows: That I thought the time hali $3(),008,4-63 in 1 SS7 -SS to $:':;8,;)'/9,:':;] 0 in 1890-9L 
fOllle for equalizing revenue and expenditure, antI. There was Ol1e deficit incnrrel1 contrary to the C011-

~hat, by the time we entered 1S92, ,,,e should have victions and the traditions of the party, ,,,hieh 
~educed the revenue and expenditure to a balance, occulTecl in l::->."":'-ti.'), but which was due to '1.bnoemal 
mel froIn that time ou we should have sufficient a~ conditions and amounted to $810,031 ; but the 
~ surplus from Consolitlatet1 Revenne Fund to pay snb~e(iuellt years showed a, surplus of 31,S(-i;),U:33 
;he ordinary capital expenditure which was neces- in 1::::S8-89, $:i,0S;),x0:~ in 18::::9-90, and ~:2,:!:i.),742 

:sary for the country from year to year. That f01'e- ill 1890-91. The llet debt has remained at about 
..cast has so far been fulfillel1, and if it ha.d not been the same tigure, cmd is now :;';:?:17,H09,O:30. The net 
that we took off the duties '011 raw sugar lnst yeal', debt increase in the last byo years has been only 
involving a loss of over $3,000,000 in thftt item of $~7;),81 S. The net interest paid has decreased 
.revenue alone, we should have been able to come from 1887-88, having been $8,891,288 in that year, 
up to the end of 1892 without one dollur of, :f:~,SJ:i,539 in 1888-89, :).'),;)1+,.)'/0 in 1889-90 and 
iJ.wrease of debt since 1889, and ,vit.h more than' *,S"jUu,DOS in 1890-91. That is to say, in the four 
half a million of decrease in onr permanent debt. years the net interest paid has decreased by 
It may not be nninteresting t-o the Honse to take about $400,O()O. The rate of interest on the gross 
.a review of the four years just past in order to debt has also decreased continuously as well as on 
.show by a bird's.eye view the financial oper[l,tions the net debt, and \vhile it. stood. at ;)'45 on the 
.of the country during that time. This will readily gross debt in lS87-88, it is now only 3';35, while 
.appear ftom the followine: table :_ the interest on the net debt has decreased from 



3 '12 in the first year to 2 '93 in the last year. The 
net interest peT cupita required to carry the debt, 
according to the reyision consequent upon the 
censns statement, was $1.90 in 1887-88 and $1.76 
in 1890-91. This, in brief, shows the operation 
of the finances of the country during the last 
four years, and I ho,ve no hesitation in presenting 
it to the House and to the country as a COll­

servative statement fnll of hope and promise as 
to the ability and the capa.city of this conntry, 
in the first place to keep its expenses fairly within 
reasonable limits, and at the same time to carryon 
without um1ue stint the public and necessary SET­

"ices of the c:ountl'y_ 

REV}<~NUE AND EXl'ENDITURE, 1891-9::. 

6 

Coming now to 1?91-9~, the cnrrent yea,l', the 
l'eoeipts up to the 20th }la,l'ch were 8~,j,-±,')n,UO(). 

Fl'om the 20th ?>.1arch, 1890, to the end of the 
last fiscal year the receipts were Xl] ,:~!l(;,n()(). 
But of course there have heen changes which 
\\·i11 necessit.c~te my making <'\, difl'erellt e8timate 
for the time between the 20th :March, 1802 [mel 

the ellll of this fiscal ,rein. The t'xIJedt'll in­
crease in Excise for the rema,jning fO~ll' months, or 
alJOut that time, as compared with the like perioll 
of last year, is e,~timate(l at ii:-j30,O()O, and the ex­
pected clecl'ei:1.se in sugar duties for th<~t tiUle is es­
timatecl at $550,000. So, provided that the trade 
of the country goes on upon <1.bout the same basis 
as last year, and making an a.llowance fol' these two 
items, we may expect for the remainder nf the term 
hom the 20th r.1,~rch to the 1st July, 0'll,H)G,OO() 
of l'evenne. That, addell to what h8.s accrued up 
tn the 20th March, "1vi11 give for the CUlTen~ year 
an estimated revenue of :):3(j,(;,,).,),()(j/), djyiclell pro­
hlbly as follows :-CustOll1S, 8:20,:")()O,OOO; Excise 
$7,900,000; -Miscellaneous, $S,:Xi,l,O()(). On that 
1Jc~sis of calculation therevenuefroHl Customs paid by 
the people of the country this year will be, in round 
numbers, :ji::3,OOO,OOO less tha.n that paitllast year, 
which was {tbont the amount of actual taxation 
ta,ken off in the repeal of the duties of !'Cl..W sugar. 
The Excise will net, prohably, about $1,000,000 
more than the past year. The :Miscelli:1.neous I ha,"\Te 
c6tinmtcll at about the same. Coming to the expend­
iture for 1891-92, up to the :2oth :March \ve ha\'e ex. 
pended B:23,:2()o.t)()(J. and I estimate for expenditure 
up to the end of June, $l:~,.J-,)O,OOO, \vhich will 
make a total estimated expenditure for the current 
year of $36,650,000, which is just about the same as 
my estimate of revenue, leaving a small balance 
to the good, if we come out upon that basis. That 
is, the House is to understand that under present 
conditiomi of tariff and revenue, as long as t.hey 
remain, we must not expect much surplus. 'Ye 

may expect an average income of about $36,500,-
000. 'Ve must cut our garments according to om 
cloth, and keep our expenditure within that 
amonnt. The estima,te for 1892·93 is as follows :­
Customs, $20,500,000; Excise, 88,000,000; 1Ii!;­
cellaneolls, $8,000,000, making in all $36,500,000. 
So much with reference to that. 

TE:L\IPORA_RY LO:\-:-'-~. 

Last year, as t.he House already knows, tem­
porary loans had to be incurred to the amollnt 
of S7,,/,I..;1i,li(jG. These were of course, made for 
the purpose of meeting redemption of debt, cu 
last year the total addition to the net debt waf 
only some $8,000. \Yo have running now, a~ 

the House was informed a few days ago, :ii9,7,~)~}:· 

:3:3.3 in temporary loans. I may take a rnornen1 
to explain as to t.he items of redemption wh~cl: 
ll1alle these loans necessary. First, there haf 
been the rlrain upon the savings banks of the coun 
try, owing to the change of interest from 4 per ceni 
to :l~ pel' cent, and perhaps to other cause! 
more general in their nature. In 1889-90, then 
was witlHlrawn from the sayings banks of the coun 
try .'Bl,94:3,89Z lllore than the deposits, plus the ac 
cr.lled interest for the year. In 18-90-91, the surr 
thus withdra.wn w,-~s~] ,G12,438, a reduction of aboU1 

:3;~()(),U()() ; anel I estimate that for the cnrrent yea, 
t.here will 1e nGthing withdrawn in excess of tIll 
deposits, plus the accrued interest, hut that rather 
from the indications of the last .eight months, ,ve 
will have a sum to the good, striking a balance he 
hH:'en these two items. These, however, make ~ 

sum of $:3,300,000 which was practically a redemp 
Eon of llelJt, a1111 had to be met and was met outo 
these temporary loans. For redemption of debt pm 
pe.r, we redeeme(l in } 889-90, $:3,'577,:348; in 1890-91 

:B1.0n,),Hti-J.; in] S01-U:?,~1 ,U:37, 795;in 1892-f):3,S2, 178, 
960 will he redeemed, making a total amoun 
of $9,600,067 for redemption of debt to h 
met out of tempol'ary loans. Then the capita 
expenditure, the incl'ease of deht for the tWI 
preceding years, the net increase of debt fo 
the current year and the next year, have to h 
met as well; so that in addition to the 89,153,3:3:~ 
"1vhich is at present l'UIining as a temporary loan 
probably some 8,5,U()O,O(JO will have to be providee 
either by temporary or by permanent loan. As 
mentioned to my hon. friend who questioned me 0: 

this point the other day, \vhether these t.emporar: 
loans shall be continued as they are, or as they cal 

best be continued, or whether it will be though 
advisable to go upon the market for a permanen 
loan to meet and wipe out all these temporary loam 
will be dependent upon t.he indications of 1(he mone: 
market, and the present i& not ~ time at which 
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can definitely say what these indications will adyise I (l't ft' . 1 II e a~ 0 en III the 11 1'1'·1 "1 " 
To show that whatever may have been the 1'e(lu("- O'e tl n) lSle( ~lJeeches of hon. 
Hon in. the Government savings banks in l~Sg-{J(11 bl lll'.tel~m.ell fl(~n the other sid8 of the House, have 

" HlA leU' e cd ')" l' til 
and 1890-91, it was not due to a diminution in 1 'f I,t' 'I .' < H( I HLS Hl,ppenetl that in the 

ebl~ ,1, HJH 'v lIch has ~nper\'ene(l C I I h 
the savings awl deposits of the people, I have here lit t ~ _, .tl 1 ' '-. . "Lllac a las een 

I 1 a exu,c y t 1('"'' pnll1ts }Jfll t 1 t' I 
a,tablewhich I think will give satisfaction to the I T I'.' ,. . .J 1 el (Ill III tle wa.y 
House. This shows the total: 1- hL~ e l~l.l'~.ltl(lIle(l. But, ,')ir, it hc\cl not been 

DEPOSITS IN B~NKS. : ~HO"ll.~Jll.\l':u~ly.tlmt th: scene of operations wa.s 
to be h d,lL'del red from thIS country and carried to 

! I t~l(, ll10ther L"tlUlltl')', where the credit amI reputa~ 
'l\Iar 31, '90:DhY01, ·~nl\'J.. ~~I, 'fl~ bon ~f CUlla(la arC' of much importance to US, all(l 

_______ ____ ____ con~nbnt~e gl'c,dJy to our prestige and our pros-
S S penty. But, ,~il', it has .S(j been tletennined and 

loP.D. Savings Banks .. 1 21,130,429 the first attaek· has heen tleliyerell. The time 
In Dom. Sa.vings BankSj 17,114,889 of the at.tack wo.::.; a ]Jeculia.rlv Oj1portl'ne Olle 
InCharter'dBankspa,y- I .J ,l 

able on demanrl ..... 51.401:0,101 .)13J5~:2,473 f~r an enemy to ha\'e winged his arrow to a 

Ina~fea~~i~~dn~t?c~so~'ag'~ \'Ital point in Cmmllian reputa.tion anll Can-
Cit:~~~d:D1stdct S~~~ 74,t3~9J47 84,670,400 'l(liau c~·elljt. It \\ He:: a time when tIle money 

ings Bank, and Caisse lllal'ket ll1 (; l'<::at !~ril:8,in \i'as peculiarly sensitive. 
d' Economie. ......... 10,77S.1G-!" 10,994,546 ~1:28.GI)~1 It IH~il for two yean..; heen :sustc\ining the st,rain of 

Totals.,,, ...... "r176,i0.'3,:?5S! 19U,4-±1,73~1 203,96S,7Ht losses and lirluidat.innl'; in ,sonth Am.erica and of 
_ liqniclatioll8 at ! IOllIC. ~\llli \\'a~ agitatell by the possi­

This tells us that whereas the year ell~ ling ~L1.v ;~l, biliti(~:s awl pn:llll >llitiIJll.':> of financial hardship, ana 

1'891, witnessecl a del~.rease of over ~l /i(IO,OOO in perhaps fillClncial disaster in llifferellt parts of 
deposits in the Government hanks the 8 months of Em'uI't;, It Wat; <:~ time when criticism of eoloni<~l 
~he current year show an increase of nearly finance was much the fashion in (-:;'l'ectt Britain, anrl 
$400,000 in these deposits, while the total increa.<::.e was SOIUC;Hvhat llnf,wom·c1.hle, owing to the htte at­
in all banks is,for the 8 mOllths,$13,:'526,980,anrl fot. tempts which IIHve heell lllct.de, not c~lwcl,ys ::;U(;ee:~s­
the 20 months Si27,265,461. ,\Yhateyer course l1HtY fully, by the Au~t.r<diall eolonic8 to flo(1.t.l~ttllS on the 
be adopted as to these temporary loans it is satis- lllOney lllEtrket, (1,11(1 which bad in most cases re­
factory to know that there are inllieatioll.'i suIted unfavom'(ohly to themselves. It ",HI..'3 a time 
from the records of the past t\\'o year::; of some when, (1.8 I have stat.ed, C(l,ntL(l(~ herself had tem­
trial ancl difficulty, that in the money markets at pOl'ary loall~ l'unning, amounting to $JO,OOO,OOO, 
home the credit of Canada stands '\"vell. Fil·S.t, which hall to he continued 01' l'l'jJl'\\"ed in one form 
our stocks and securities, while participating ill the or another. It ,,,,,t.o; a tirne when many meritorious 
general fall which took place a year or so d.~ . .r(), enterprises \HTC:: upon thc Lowlon nJdl"kt'l.:, which, 
owing towell-known causes, have speedily l'eCUYei~~I..1 if they couIcI he l't:alized, ,,'ould tel1l1 to the lle\'eIop­
and maintained themselves since in atlvance of ll10nt of the 1"esonn'(":-; C!f Cancula in a materiaille­
the secllrities and stocks of every other colonial gl'ee. It WLlS (~time, ttl", \"hen owing to the fine 
market. and allUndant Imryest of b:-;t. yt:'ar elnigl'ants from 

SIR RICHARD'S LETTRR I::s' THE" Et .f' .... U.'IT.'"'T. " r tlit:' \'ariom; centre:; of Great Britain "\ve1'8 being letl 
I to look to G:ma.da, and to our ::~()rt.b-,\Vest particll-

I think· it i8 not amiss for me, at this point, lady, a:-; c~ future home fol' themseh-es and their 
to take notice of what I e01H:;i(ler a .':oflllJL.\\-haL families. It \ra.., a till1e, when a friend of Canada, 
remarkable, as it is, I am happy to say, an U1\- if he had nothing good to ~ny, \vould h"l,.ve hel(l his 
prececlentec1, circnll1stanGe, with reference to our peace, (Il' if he couhl ha\'e presenter! one trut.h to 
position and standing in the old country. HOll. have lmoyetl up and sllstainerl the position of 
gentlemen know well on this side of the Hou:,;e thai', Calln"t.1a, wonlll hJ;t\-e thought. it his llnty to do so. 
during the 1a.':It three or four years we have hall to It. WetS <.l,. tilllL' when an enemy would have (lippc(l 
~neet in the United States of Americ;;t malign his El,rI'OW in poison amI wi.nged it as straight as he 
~nflllences emanating from certain persons in conill to the yitn.l part o± Canatlian crellit and re­
Canada, poulting out to those who ,Lre not putatioll in the olrl country. He was vvicIu-'I.Uy v.Tise 
very friendly to us on that sicle of the line the wn,yin too in his ehoice uf the instrument through whi.::::h to 
which Canada eould he the most effeC'.tuallY stricken make hjs attack. He chose a financial paper, one of 
apd in What interests she might be most especiaJly the first in Great ·Brit.ain which circulates among 
hurt. And those intimations, sent often direet, sent monied men, autl through its utterances n,nd repre­
often through agents, and infiuentio,l agents, sent sentations has great inflnence and great weight in 
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detennining the mind of monied. men towards any 
conntry or enterprise, and which isstudierl as well by 
influentia.l factors and motors in the emigration 
from that country to this. Sir, I hold in my hand 
the document which, at this particular time ana by 
this partic1.~lar vehicle, has been not ouly sent broad­
cast in the Economi,':>t through Great Britain to do 
its 'work, but has 11Ctu!111y been printed, prohably 
by the writer himself-if not by hi~n by one who 
was a no greater friend to Canacla--and;1,8 a cam­
paign document has been spread through Great 
Brit,tin from 011e end to the other. Vi,-hat are the 
assertions conta.inecl in this document '? They are 
assertiollS not new to us here, assertions stated over 
aml oyer again from almost every platform in the 
country and on the floor of this House year after 
yeRr, and exposed as often as they ,,"ere uttered; 
but which going to the British public and the 
British people had far difterent 'veight attached to 
them from the name and position of the .'niter and 
from the fact that the pha.ses of CanalJian party polL 
tics and the fact.s relating thereto are not studied 
and are not well understood, as indeed they could 
scarcely he, by the people in Great Britain I suppose 
it is knmvl1 to ,,,hom I refer, the gentleman sits 
opposite to me to-day, he was Finance i\1inister 
during the Liberal regime, he is to· day the actual 
financial leader of his party, if not the potent leader 
of his party, he is the member for South Oxford 
(Sil' Richard Cc1.rtwright). His statements, which 
may be read by any hon. member VdlO chooses to 
do so, are familiar and 'well known, but I haye 
arranged just half-a-dozen in a line of crescendo or 
climax, keeping the worst to the last. He declares 
in that clocument that during thirteen years Can­
ada has trebled her taxation. Thi& is not true. 

out Great Britain, from which we get the greater 
part, I may say the better part, of the immigration 
which COliles to this cOlmtry. He declares the census 
shows that Canada lost in the last ten years 1,500,-
000 of people. The census shows 110 such thing f 
but such a slight miuepresentation as that causes no 
scrl1pleswith the hon. gentleman, he makes his state­
lllent all the same. He declares that the agricultur­
ists of this country have been simply bled white 
and that $60,000,000 are taken annually out of the 
pockets of the people for federal to.xation. 

Sir P,ICHARD CARTvVR.IGHT. And more. 

Mr. FOSTER. That, in connection with the 
hon. gentleman'S statement tlu1.t in thirteen years 
Canada has trebled her taxation, is probably the 
greatest of all the nmny great exaggerations of 
which the hon. gentleman1 during the last five 
years, has heen guilty. In 1878 the taxation of 
the country for revenue purposes was $17,841,938, 
or $4.37 per head. In 1891 it was $30,214,150, or 
$6 per head. The increase in taxation as to amount 
has therefore been but 70 per cent, and etS to rela­
tive incidence but 37 per cent, instead of 200 per 
cent. In no country in the world do farmers pay 
less taxes than ill Canada. He declares that hribery 
is a pure matter of business routine in Canada. The 
hon. gentleman may find something in his own ex­
perience to justify this statement; I would not 
contradict that, but if he means 'bhat assertion to 
apply to the Cttm1.dian Government, fl.'.! at present 
constituted, or as it has been constituted since 1878, 
I give it my emphatic denial. He affirmed, ;-)ir, 
that public life in Canada is disgraced by an intol­
erable and organized corruption, unknown to the 
people of England since the days of ,\Valpole, or He declares there exists a tremendou:;.: exodus and Charles the Second, and he winds up by declaring \?ery great depreciation in farm lands. That is an 

exaggeration, and what there is true in it is made 
all the 1110re mischievous because he puts no facts 
of comparison along with the statement he makes. 
He lleclares there has been an immense increase in 
the aggregate debt of this country. The immense 
increase consists in this-he is speaking of federal 
matters, I suppose, and he meal1S federal indebted­
ness-that in IS7S the amount per head paid for the 
federal indebtedness was Bl. 58, whilst in 1891 it was 
81. 76, an immense iuel'ease of just 18 cents per 
head during the period from 1878 to 1891. That 
document states that the great mass of the people, 
notably the farmers of Ca.nada, are distinctly 
poorer than twelye years ago. 

that it is utterly impossible for Canada to prosper 
ullllel' present conditions; that, "if there is no 
change, Confederation must perish, rotten before 
it had time to become half ripe, as a result of the 
vice and the folly with which its affairs have been 
administered.'" That, Sir, is the hon. gentleman'S 
contribution. A more unfounded, a more unjusti­
fiable and a more mischievous attempt to ruin the 
reputation and cre~lit of his country in another land 
is, happily, not to be found in the annals of modern 
political history. Now, I say that the hon. gel?-tle~ 
man call have but one motive in penning that, 
letter .and publishing it as he has published it. 
His presumed motive for taking his case at all 
before the British public, vms, that he might ex-­

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Hear, bear. plain to the British public what he meant hy this 
policy which for the last five years he has been en~ :Mr. :FOSTER. This is a fine statement to be made dea\'ouring to thrust upon the people of Canada, by the hall. gentlemanancl spread bl'oadcastthrough-] and \rhic;h was as intolera.llie to the thinking' 



British public as it was to the thinking Canadian 
public. That, Sir, might have been a goocl and 
valid excuse for the hon. gentleman to ha\7e ex­
plained his policy and defended it before the British 
public, but it was no excuse for him taking up more 

'ethan ha.lf of bis letter in thi~ yilification amI un­
warranted abuse of the people, the politic" the 
reputa.tion and the credit of Cam\dct. He could 
have but one motive, and that motive was to tra,ns£er 

,the partisan operations carried on during the 
la~t five years in fruitless fields comparatively upon 
this side, to the other side of the \\'(1 tel', from which 
we draw our sympathy, 'where 'we look for large 
capital to develop this country, and where the C:l'eait 
and reputation of Canada count as a great fa.ctor 
in QUI' future progress and cleveloplll~nt. These 
same misrepresentations the han. gentleman has 
brought forth before the electorate of ('allCl!b time 
and again for the last five or six: years. He luts 
given them utterance on almost tyery hustings 
the country, and where\~er he has utterell them, 
almost without fail in these latter days, the people 
have repudiated him. Now, the han. gentleman, 
foiled, disappointed and baulked in his pro­
gramme of veiled annexation in (',wada-I quote 
the wOl'ds,and if not the ,vorc1s the eXi:1ct meaning ot 
the gentleman whom he owned as le,~c1er for six 
or seven years in this House-foiled c1ud bcHllkec1 
and disappointed in that, he· has nothing hettel' to 
do than to transfer his base of operation"; to the 
mother country and give there one final stoLl) as 
strong as he can at the credit, the repntc1tion and_ 

the vitality of his native cOlmtry. I tho1lght it 
my duty to call the attention of the House and 
the country to this matter. I brand the action 
,of the han. gentleman as unprece(lente{l, as 
iunjustifiable, as uncalled for, and as most unpa­
~riotic; but which, from a party point of view, I 
present to han. gentlemen opposite '\yith this single 
remark: That so long as they retnin their affiliation 
in politics with a gentleman who (1(lopts that 
method of warfare, just so long they will not ha\-e 
to seek far and wide for reasons why they c1.1'e 

repudiated by the Cana.dian people and refused the 
reins of political power. They will find the explan­
ations close at home in such actiolls [LS those I 
llave noted. 

Mr. LANDERKIN. Probably they will get a 
recount_ 

Mr. FOSTER. It would take a great mallY 
t'eCOlmts to have the hon. gentleman who inter~ 
rnpt. me straightened up. 

THE ()ONDITION OF TRkDE. 

I pass from that little episode to a more pleasing 
subjec 0 the House in general, and one which 

9 

-- ------------------------------ --------------

'\vill prove, lain snre, a complete refut;ation of 
the misrepresentations I have jU8t noticed, an11 
I will enquire for a few moments a,s to tl1f: 
uonditiolls of trade as (leveloped by the opera­
ti.on of the pa,st and of the CUlTent year so far 
as it has gone. I do tllis, bl'gely lJecause the 
assertion is very fretluelltly nuule inside this 
Honse an{l out of it, that the ttc"LLle of Cana!l;-I, is 

aetually diminishing, e1.url 'Ghat since the opera­
tions of the l\fuE: inley Hill cUlt 1 t.he making of 

trC:'atie::; consequent u.pon that legislation, Canadian 
trade is being hampered ,'ml Canacla as a count.ry 
is becomillg isobtcll and restricted in her area of 

busines!; transf~ctions. 'Yell, Sir, if we take tIl::, 
aggl'e;:";'a-Le tl'a(le oj last yt·~I,I' '\n~ ,\.yill find that it 1'e­
m,~ined at about the sa,me figure <1H that of the pre­
ce{ling ye,w, '\;'hieh, howeyer, w(:' must not fOl'gt:'i 
-was in aLlvallce of about Sl-:b,Oii(),OOO upon the 
yei;1.r precellillg tIut-t. The imports, ho\ve\'el'_ 
al'(:' nearly 8::?,nuo_uuu less than in 1890, caused 

tnc'tinly by large!' pro1luotions for out' O\V11 home 
lTmrket a;:; (L rt'c;l1lt. of tariff legislatioll, and a.5 
,I, result of the lle\-elopment of onr manufactul'­
ing industries. Take, for instance, as i;1. matter of 
tnrifflegi,,:;lation. \\'e hll!l thi:1t there is a decrease, 
in l'oullrlllUmbe1'9, of S,,",110.OOO ill the impol't.ations 
of pork alH.l pork pro(1uuts from thE: Unitecl Sti:1tes 
in 189], as comp8,reel ,Ylth 18~O. Th~~t does not 
meaD that our people lw\ t' consumed or produce(l 
less pork prOllnct~, lmt it mea.ml that tbe pork pro­
ducts ,,,hich lH_J{lce, lUlllcr lower tariff, came ill 
from the Ullitetl ~I.att':-: of ~~lll(.'l'i,-,a ELllil c1isph1eec1 
or supplietl the delllallll for OntO (I\\'ll products, 
have been kept out to that exteut: a.nd th'lt 
this t.1ell1L1wl is llnw snpplie{l by home lJ10ductioll 
to the h,~neiit of the consumer i;t,nd producer ,1,8 

well. The followillg tahle will Ina,ke this cleal':-

LHPUR'fS FROJ>l U:i'Tl'lW STATES Il'TO CANADA. 

__________ 1890.1~~1 Decr=-

: Lbs. I Lbs. ! Lhc:. 
Bacon, bams !lllll 

."houlders .' 
Beef.. __ . 
Mutton. 
Pork. 
Lard, 

l,,83,~-11 
:~,'i30,() -f 

2.3~1/)75 
6,lJtiS,84Ji 

I .':',S9I!.l:~1 

33,1]::~'17,4UO,;)04 i 15,712,1!), 
,---------!------

ValUe .. ... : S1.734.225 I :--;9i.s,31~ I :3700,~n:3 

Thetotall'xV)j·t:-., however, of this past year amount­
ing to $!)SAli',~OO show an increc1seof ~1,6(j8,14j 
over 1890; so that, while the imports have decreased 
fat' the causes I lw,ve mentioned, our exports shn,\\, 
a gratif.ying exteni'lion, especially when yon find that 
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compared with the exports of the pioeceding year of Bill nor any other of a like nature necessarily, ". 
1889 they exceetl these uy the large sum of $D,:2~S,~ bars the cur;ent of Ccl..nada's export trade or the 
1 :?n. Au increase of nearly $] I),O()O,OOO in exports in cnrrent of its general business. Comparing 1888 
two ye:trs during the very period of this threatened with] S91,oHl' exports of animals u.lld their products 
a,wl much-talked of legislation which was to have to the Unitell States fell fro111 B7,G!);),OnO to 
hindered awl restricted ns, is ,'ery gratifying to any- ~4,:116,O(JO, a decrease of 43 per cent, whereas the 
one who looks upon themattel' from a fairalHlrea,son- exports of the smne products to Great Britain rose' 
able standpuint. The export of the Ia.st yea.n·s the from $16,.500,000 in 1St'"S to $21,000,000 in 1891, 
lal';Le~t of a.ny year since Confederation, with the nn increase of -1,7 per cent. The exports of agri. 
exception of I~S~. It is nearly $14,000,000 llHlr€ cultural prollucts to the United States fell from 
than thenverageyearlyexportsinceC()l1fl'd~l'i:lti()ll, ;,HO,O(JO,()OO in 1SSS to $7,000,000 in 181=)1, a de­
aI1l1$17,700,non mOl'e than the,n-emgeannu,dc.xport Cl'e<~se of:30 pl'l' cent, while t.hose sent to England 
clmillg the j'c;g:iIIJt: of hon. gentlemcn opposite. As l'08e from ,~+,:2H:!.!)O() ill ISR8 to ,';3,"),:2;)4,nOO in 1891,­
further cOllfirmation of thefa,yol1rable trend tliscern- an increa .. se of :2:2 pel' eent. If yon take the total 
ij)le in Uti:.;, I, umy lJler:_t1rJl1 this fdet to the Honse; , exports ill Is,s8 antI compnre them with those of 

T.l~a.t although tile exports l~st year reached tha.t 11891, there wa~ a {l~crease of :i:~ ?er cent in those'. 
h1gh water mark a,ll(l \-Y81'e :-;;10,000,000 a,hoye the sent to the Umted ....... t<-otes and an Increase of :2:2 per' 
expOl'ts of 1889, yet ill the eight month,s of the Cl11'- cent in those sent to England. 

Y[r. PATERSON (Brant). Are these the pro· 
rent year the exports are higher than the exports 
of the eight months corresponding of last yt'<11' 

byubout $1 (),()()().()()(). This llleans that if the prOpfJr- tIncts of CamHla a.1one, or the t?tal exports? 

tionate increa,se hol(l8 till the end of the year, the 
expol'ts for] 891-92 -will he ,),bout:f;1 :~,OO(),()no (11' :-:;14,­
nou,onu grea.ter than the exports of la.s1; .yea,1', 'which 
\\-01"e ,'-'IO,O{)U,O()() 1110re than the exports of ISS!)· 

It is a circumstance "'hleh I have 11ot8(1, aliI 1 which 

'..'I1r. FOSTER. These are the home productions 
of Canal1a <11011e. There is another indication' 
contra<.lictol'Y of this theory or assertion that 
traf1e is stagllant in Canada. It is found in the 
record of tl~e railways and shipping of Canada, as 

lll,-ty be interesting in itself, that there is sC<1..l'cely ~hOWll ill the following table :­
a {lollar's difference lJetween the e)'l)ort~ of the 

eight month::; of the cnrrent year ",11i(;11 I howe _ 
mentioned and tLo:Sl~ of the twelve JlI(JutlH; of the 
bst )'<:;Ll' tlult my hon. iriellt1 was Finance '..'IIiHisb~l' ilIiles i I To I Year. Opern-I ! F >'~ht Ea.rnings. 

__ ~~ ~ __ I ."{~l)ger:-;, I~':~ ___ _ in the G-o"l;el'nmellt of M r, 1Inckellzie. This stiot.e­

mellt i:,; inlllH:'nsdy strengthenerl, anrl -..vill be IJY 
that, mnch the more rec1ssuring to the COl1lltry, lJY 
the reflection that since 1,""7:-:: the value of artides of 
export and import has deerease(l by about ('w~-thil'<L 
"md that to find the comp8..rative \Tolul1le of t1'at1e 
HOW as compare<l with thi.tt date yfJUlllust ad(l fully 
olie-thiI'<l to the figures of the prel:;ent trade_ This, 
8il', wonl(l ma.ke the trade of 1891 a.bout 8:2!){),oOU,_ 
U()O on the lJasis uf the yalues of ] ,"'(,:3 as cOlllp<.tred 

I ~ 
1~~5 ~'H!O,jlGII 5.t}ZO,8~1 ]!l,470,539-: 
1S80 b,~fi2.~1--18 9SI.:.8,858 23,5tJl,447 

j~~~ }~:§~i:~~~, M:~~j:~~1 1~:§1~:~~ 
ISn 1.1,164,4201 21,727,1J25[ 48,13(1.981! 

, 163 P: ~-l2S~P' c'.
1 

147 p. c. 

,sHIPPIXG 1X C.\XAD.-L 

with the tl'E1de of the lattt:~l' year, Our total ---

tJ'<l(le lw.s iUtTeiu.,c,l with the United Stc~tes, (~(.r-I Tonnage of liT' 
I, Ves!'lels onnage ot 

many: ,':'Pitill, Italy, ~Tewfounc11alld_, the "-es'l: 1n- Yea.r_ in ltnd out, . Vessels 
l' (;}' 1 J exclusive of I lU and. out, (.les, J lllUo eWC • aprUl_ It has decreased ~lightly Coasting. Coastmg. 
with Great Britain, France, Portugal, Holland, : -----------

Belgium, Sout.h America and Switzerlautl. Our I 1:"-;-:1 llJj-it\S12 II 1:2,0611,6S3 

~\~~l~l~~::~~leB;:~::~Y~~i~;S,;l;~~~~:~~ol~l:g:~e::':~' 12J!!: ............... ·······1 !mU~ I ~UiH~ 
1 S~~), anel that with the "\Yest Indies having in- Increase, 18m over 1879 .. 1--R1---1-

1
-, "---

cl'ettt:'etl in the StLme time hy ahout $.')01),000. Our __ _ _________ ~_!>_. "_··_I __ J1_P_._
c
._ 

exports to tile Unit.ed Staies, a:3 comparet1 with 
those of 188D, show a 11eC'l'l'LLSe uf ~:2,-!(H),()()O, 1have 

a table here which I will reafl, simply to ~11O\\" the 
t.rend of trade within the la:,.t few years, and to give 
n." hope and confidence that neither the j\lcKinley 

In 1875 we had -!J~:l(i miles in operation; in 1891 
we had 14,007 miles in operatioll_ The train mile­
age in the same time rOSe from 17,680,168 miles to 
4:j,334,891 miles, an jncrease of 14;3 per cent. The 
passengers increased from .3,190,416 to 13,164

1
420, 
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~nincrease ~f 153 per cent. The freight incre~Lsed in the ,vay of estr:Lblishing corresponding commer. 
from 5,670;836 tons to 21,727,025 tons, an inCreEl"Se cial agencies in different pOl'ts and cOlUltl'ies: 
of 283 per cent. The earnings increased from $1!1,- somewhat on the 00118U]<I,r plan, without, of 
470,539 to $48,139,980, an increase of 147 per cent. course, diplomatic standing 01' diplomatic responsi­
These figures effectually demonstra.te the n.bsur<lity llility. At t 11e present time we have as commercial 
of the pontention that the trade of Canada. is llot on agents in Pa,l'is, in (i-reE~t Bl'itajll, in the prin­
a constant and progressive increase. cipal centres of the \ \T est IUllia,n Islands, gentle-

Mr. LANDERKIN. The railways m'e not COlt- men_ whose ,'iL't'vlces are enlisted for the f?urpose 
trolled by the Government_ of giving all possil)le information by corres-

I 

pondem.:e a.nd by reports, to he sent to the 
lVIr. FOSTER. That is a very wise a.ad sa,pient department aUIl to he pnbli:::lwl1 in bulletin form, 

l:e~nark, and ~ e~rllestly commend it to all my ho~. as to tile opportllnities that exist for tl"Ltde and Cf)nl­

fnends on thlS slde of the Honse_ I hope they ,vIll lllel't.:L' hetwef:'u those dUfel'ent c:ountries und 
not be overcome by its sapien(;y_ Ca,n;;u1a; anl1 I haye no douht that this sl:'l'yice will 

Mr. LANDERKIN. I beg pardon_ The Inter- (levelop gn~llually into (llle of great practical 
colonia.1 Railway is contl'olled by the l~"yel"nlllellt. henefit tn the lliercHlltile dasse':i of OUl" O\vn 

Mr. FOSTER. Taking also the ~hipping·, which 
is a.nother branch of our carrying trade, we thlll 
that in 1879 the tonnage of vessels in a.nd out, sea­
going and inland, exe1usive of cO~~Stillg vessels, 
rose from 11,646,812 tons in 1879 to 18,80;3,648 in 
1891, an increase of 61 per cent. The tonnage of 
coasting vessels in and out rose from 12,060,683 
tons in 1879 to 24,986,130 tOllS ill 1891, an incl'ease 
of 107 per cent. These, too, al'e conclush'c indica­
tions ofth~ business and trade acti\"ity i1nd develop­
ment of this cou.ntry. So that, looking at these 
indications of the increase of both our foreign <.md 
interprovincial trade, the conclusion is fOl'ceclllpOn 
us that there has been a great anel progl'f'-ssi\-e in­
crease in the general trade and commerce of 
Canada_ In passing, I wish to spea.k for a moment 
of the different large steamship services of C,tnada 

-not by way of going exhaustively at fLll into the 
@perations of the past year, but merely to say that 
in the Pacific coast and the -VYest Indies steamship 
lines, there has been a constant ,ulll gratifying 
increase, both in the passengers carried Hlul 
in the freight delivered. The steamship sel'vice 
to the "Vest Indies, especially during this last 
year, appears to have given excellent satisf,tc· 
tioDJ and to have been a principaJ factor in deyelop­
ing a largely inaeased trade between our country 
and those different islands. With reference to the 
Atla.ntic fast steamship service, during the past 
year tenders were again called for. In ans"Yver 
to our calls but two tenders were received 
both of which w~re, in the opinion of th~ 
GQvernment, beyond ,,,hat could reasonably be 
expended by this country for a fast Atlantic 
service; so that, though the policy of the Govern­
ment has not changed, the circumstances have 
made it impossible for us as yet to establish that 
service. I maystate, also, thatinaccordancewith my 
inti~a~ion given in the House last year on an item 
in the Estimates,I have this year made a beginning 

country awl the tli1Iel'~l1t cOllntries "\yith which we 

FOHEIG:\ C{)::II:\iERl"I.I..L Tl{l·: \TI.E~, 

The fC(I.ture ()f the year out:.,;ide of Cana.d;;J, 
has been the wide a.l'l"angelllellt of <:I)lllmercial 
tariffs, antI the changerl principle upon which 
cOllltnl:!rcial intercourse between rlifferellt coun­
tries is regulate!_'- T\Yithin the last f e\\- months 
"we 11<"1.\'e 11<1(.1 F]"~Lncc mo\-illg to do d\yay with 
every treaty in whiGh a lllost-L.1,vom'erl-lmt"ion 
claase ,va..'j found, giving l1{Jti<:e as to all such 
whic.h were about to expi.re, awl (lellOLlllCil1g them 
at the IJerio(l of expiry; and 1>y tht.' bt of ,luly, 
189:2, !..'\-el"Y treaty, \vith one exception, which nms 
for another year in atlllit.i(lll, that France harl "\\-ith 
other count,ries, emb(Jl1yill:'; the 111ost-fa.voured· 
na,tion clause awl Ga,rryillg the olJlig(:~tio118 of that 
cln,utie, will ha\'e beell done away with. The 
French GOYt'-l"lll1lellt lUl.>": le~islatl'd ill the 1111e of 
a double tariff ;-::t minimum tlwifi", slltliciellt, 
in its opinion, to proted French jnrlustries, 
for it is constructed upon the protectiYe hot.sil'S 

and which shall be gl'n,ntell to those countries 
wbogive like 01' compens(l.ting COllt.:ce;siol1stoFnmee, 

and a !..u:,neJ"al tal'iff which is applicable to all otber 
counh~es. Trade (Lrrangeillents, basetl upon the lllilli~ 
mum tariff, are subject to llellouncemellt or change~. 
at once 01' upon a year's notice, so that none of the 
llistul'bing a.wl sometimes emlJ(tlTassing compli­
cations which ,tUnch to the llltJst-favourecl-m~tion 
clause will, after the 1st of July next, be in the WLLy 

of the comll1eree of France \vith other countries. 
Consequent upon this htlS followed ,1, rea,rrangement 
among other European countries, Prussii.~, Ausko­
Hungary, ,')\YltzerlalH1 and H<'l.1y Imd-ting a treaty 
among themselves, by which certain products are 
mutually charged a lower rate of lluties, thus stimu­
lating, so far as they couILl in thttt tliredion, trade­
amollgthose fOllr gre;-1t cOllntries. Then we have seen 
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the Unite{l Htates of America, by Yirtue of the third 
clause of the 'McKinley Act, entering into a series 
of treaties with other countries. Up to the present 
time the following haye been promulgated ;~with 
Brazil, with Spain for Cuba, aUll Porto Rico , with the 
British \Yest Indies, with the Dominicr:m Republic, 
"\vith Sah-ador, (Tcrnmny, France anrl Nicaragua, 
giving these countries in exchange for certain reduc­
tioIls and the placing of certain articles upon the free 
liBt, the benefit of allowing hides, coffee, sugar 
and molasses to come into the United States free of 

nican Republic, as I haye stated, although our trade 
with the Republic is not very large, we happen to 
haye the benefit of the most-favoured-llation clause. 
,so that Rrazil is the only country outside of those 
I have mcntiOl;ec1 in which our products, for the 
time being, in certain lUles, are plaL:ed at a disad­
vantage as compared with those of the United 
States, and I may say that negotiations are now in 
pl'ogress, w'hich I hope will eventuate in our pro­
ducts being placed on the same footing as those of 
the United Htates in the markets of Bmzil. 

dut,y. In all these cha.nges, what has been the THE \\' ASflIXG'l'ON GO'XFERENOE. 

result, 80 f,ll' as Caw:t.rJian interests and trade are 
concerned"? III the first place, I may say that with Naturally, this redew of treaty arra,ngements and 
refet'ellCl' to Fnmee, we stand in about the same their results upon Canada, leads up to the coDference 
-position Cl$ "we /lid before. 'Ye had hefore to pay a which took place not long since in \Vashington be­
."Hlrt<1X, o\'e1' anrl above the nl"te charged Great tween delegates of the Canadian Government and 
Britcl"in, on our colonial produce exported to that representatiyes of the Cahinetof the United States, 
00lHltl'y. rro_llay we are under the operations of ydth reference to trade relations. The House is 
the gC'lll'ml tariff. \Vith l'efel'enL:e to the treaty seizell of the correspondence and the facts with re­
"\vhich Ims been <Lrrnngec1 between Prussia, Austro- ference to the steps which brought about the nlti· 
Hung,l"ry, Italy and Switzerlnnd, whate\~er benefits mate and completed 1J0nference ; and on the 10th of 
accrue from it by the way of lessening duties, February of this year, hy appointment of the 
accrue to Canada as well by \'irtue of the mo&t- Secretary of State, a delegation from the Canadian 
iayolll'ell-nation elause in treaties withnermuny anrl Government ,\'ent to \Yashington and met the 
_<\.ustro-Hungn.l'Y, so that the benefits of lessened Secretary of State in conference. I may say this, 
duties upon cel'tn.in Hrtideg unrler their btely aI'- and I think it is nothing more than right to say it1 

range::l tre<'l,ty illnre as well to the products of Canada that :"11'. Blaine met us with the greatest kindness 
coming uncleI' the same schedule. \Vith reference and courtesy. Although not in the enjoy~ 
to the treaties "which ha\-e he en mac1e 1)), the United ment of robust health, and although he was in 
Statl'C:',,~:::; far as Cuba Cl.ud Porto Rico are concerned, the midst of the arduous duties of a session of 
we ha\-e the a{lntntage of the most-fa,'oured-nation Congress,in the midst of diplomatic correspondence 
treatment until the 1st of.J uly of this year. Nego- of a weighty and grave ch~tracte1', he gave up his 
tiations are now in progresf) with a yie,," of haying time to the tlelegation from Canada and for five 
continued to lIS the same favoul'uhle terms; and successive clctys met them ill full anll frank al1d pr04 
there is nothing, so far as the tariff of our (Jountry longed conference upon the YHl'io1l8 points treated 
is concerned, in its tJ'l'i.ttnlelit of products of Cuba of hetween the two. I will say nothing as regards 
and Port,o Rico which should inlluce them to gi\Te the other points tliscussed, which have already 
<:1,ny hetter terms to the United States of America been more 01' le::;s fully laid before Parliament, 
thaH to Camulu. aswe <tllow their products in, OIl the but \yith reference to tlle (liscussion of the trade 
whole, on a lUore f,<).,\"ourecl lJa""is them even the (juestion I think it my duty to make Parliament 
Uniterl ''"'t<ttt'~, 'Yith regHnl to the British \Vest a,cquainted with what took plac~ and the results 
Indies, no discrimination \\'a8-1 will not say therefrom. In conferellce ,,,-ith }"1r. Blaine, the 
allo,,'ed-hut hinted at in the arrangement of the Canadhl,ll delegation proposed, as a l,asis for nego­
treaty between them ,l,nd the United Sta,tes of ,tiation, the R.eciprocity Treaty of 1854, with such 
America; and I think we o\\'e to the British \Ye:-,;t modifications and extensions as the changed condi~ 
India Islamls this a,ckno\\'leclg11lent of their f,\.ir tioD of both countries might render necessary and 
and manly and brotherly spirit, that in mcl"king a desirable, and pressec1 tlw conclusion of a treaty 
treaty which they cOl1si(lel'ecl to be of ,-ery great upon tlmt l;fLsis. They were met with the reply 
benefit to themsehes, and in ,,,hich considerable from ;"11'. Blaine that a proposal looking to a treaty 
pressure was l)l'ought to induce them to give bett,er based upon natural products alone had not in it the 
treatment to the goods of the C nitell :-)cates than essenti.al elements of reciprocity, so faras the United 
-to ('[Inalli,lll aud British goods, they allherefl to the States are concerned, and consequently they were 
Colonial and Il11peri<~l :-,;y~tt'lll of tl"cating sister unable to entertain it. He raised the question, as 
-colonies and tlle mothf'r l'OlUl'l"Y on the same basis did also General Foster, who was his coadjutor in 
..as they treat, others. \Vith reference to the Domi- the conference, as to whether we were prepared to 
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-~============~~. 
make a,proposal ~hich would go wider than natural 
'products, 3l;1d take ill and include a genern.l reci­
procity in 'man.uf~cturec1 articles as well. ,\Yhen 
that point came up, the Canadian delegation im­
mediately raised the question and discussed it fully 
and freely with Mr. Blaine as to what would h~ 
the necessary conditions of such a reciprocity. 
Did it nleall that we were to give United .'-ItHtes. 
propucts and manufactures preferential trea,tment 
in our country and discriminate rl"gainst like 
articles from Great Brita,in and from other parts of 
the world? and the reply came, after a full 
discussion of the matter, that a reciprocity 
treaty would have no compensating allval1tages 
to the United States of America unless they were 
given preferential treatment in our ma,rkets, 
'especially against Great Brita.in, which was their 
chief competitor in nearly eyery line of nHmu­
factured goods, that under any scheme of re­
ciprocity which could be looked upon fayourably 
'by them, the United. States would expect to com­
pete with Canadian manufactures in Canadian 
markets on even terms, but with no others. \Yell, 
when that point was reached, discussion took place 
as to the difficulties to be met by Canada in sub­
scribing to a treaty of that kind, and they were 
fully and frankly laid before Mr. Blaine. They 
were, in brief, these: that in going into a treaty of 
that kind we should stand to lose what we were 
less able to lose than the United States of America, 
a considerable proportion of our revenue; first, 
the eight millions or so which we collected 
upon the products of the United States that 
came into Canada; and, secondly, the eliminu­
tion, whatever it might be, which ,yould result 
in the imports from the outside worht. owing to the 
competition and entrance of United States goods 
free of duty into our cOlmtry. Mr. Blaine raised 
the question whether we had not other f11ethocls of 
taxation. VvT e explained that we had methods of 
taxation by internal revenue as they themselves 
had, upon which he remarked that it would he 
neIJessary in a treaty of this kind that these inland 
re,renue duties on liquors and tobaccos should be 
equalized; and that immediately brought up the 
point that, if they were equalized and if the United 
States were not willing to ~evel up to our rates, 
Oanada would stand to lose·a large amount of 
~evenue in excise duties, inasmuch as our rates are 
much higher than those of the United States. We 
,1,0 pointed out the grave difficulty which met us 
n discriminating against the goods of Great Britain 
tVjth ,whom, as a colony, we had close and intimate 
:~lations, and the repugnance felt against drawing a 
!Ordoll about ourselves against the world with the 
'xception of the United States. At this point an· 

other question ca,me up. Suppose that CanH,Lla were 
willing to discriminate against the goods of the 
outside worlel <"1})(1 of (ireat Britain on this 
proposetl basis of a treaty, who should fix the 
cliscl'imint:l,tioll <:Lud what should lJe the llleaSUl'e 
of tha.t llis~rimjna,t.ion? And as an illustration 
the a.rticle of \\ (!nl anll of woollen:>: 'VetS instanced 
in whieh the (luties all the ra,; material var; 
in both COUllt.rie~ ns well as Ilo the duties on tlll~ 
lllallufn,cturec1 goolls. }1r. Blaine iLdmitted at. once 
tlmt this .. vas a vital point, that the United 
~t.;lte" had its policy of proteetion, of large protec­
tion for both wools etnd woollen goods, and that un­
less this Yital point were guarded there would be 
no security to tbe United ,states on the one hand 
against smuggling along a line 3,000 miles in extent, 
and no security, !Ill the other hawl, for the per­
mD,nence and pl'e~er\'t\.tion of t.he policy of protec­
tion which they, up to this time, had maintained, 
and which they propo~ed to maintain, anrl that he 
SR.W no ,yay out of the difficulty unless the trl.rifi:' of 
Canada were made lmifol'll1 with that of the l~ nited 
Shttes. \Yell, Sir. this lluestion passed on in dis­
cussion until wc h'l..tl pretty well exh<.tustec1 the sub­
ject, when the Canadian delegates. after having 
presented these difficulties and canvassell them 
fairly and thoroughly, said to -:\fl'. Blaine: These 
are our difficulties: yon i.wknowledge them. No,v, 
you have had large experience in framing recipro­
city treaties awl hctve ha,J ll11lch to do in 
the study and arntngemcuts of reeiprocal matters; 
,ve lay these points before you I1n(l we ask 
whether or not, out of your experience, yon cannot 
see your way to propose a modification of this 
basis in orJer that \ye may tliminish, at least 
to some extent, the dii£olllties W(~ ,lr0 under as to 
loss of revenue, as to disc:riminat.ion, M1!1 as to a 
uniform tariff j and, after lliscussion of some time, 
we received an c"Luswer from :Mr. Blaine, that while 
he acknowleclgecl our difficulties, he 'Yi-U:i dear in 
his own mind that no other arrangement would be 
satisfactory to the United ;-)tates of America, that 
their manufactures must kl.ye preferential treat­
ment, inclulling) of course, discrimination against 
foreign countries and especially against Cireat 
Britaill, that there must be a unifol'm tariff, and 
that that tariff mnst be practically the tariff of the 
United States of America. \Yith this renul..rk, we 
passed on to other points in discussion and we did 
not thereafter recur to the trade question. This is] 
in brief, a fair and ca.nditl account of what took 
place at the conference. 

THE RESULTS OF THE l'u:\FERE:\CE. 

I think it is only necessary for me to put 
in brief the results, antI they are simply these: 



that so long ~LS the pl'esent party and the 
present policy is maintained in the United 
StcLtes, in one branch or the other of the Legis­
lature or in the Executi,"e, we cannot hope for 
any treaty with the Uniteu ~tates, except upon 
these lines, yiz., a treaty which wil~ take in both 
natural products and mannfact.urerl goods; a treaty 
unlimited in its scope, of which the basis is a pre­
ferential treatment in our market with discrimina­
tion eHpecially against Great Britain and against 
other countries; a treaty that mUHt be <tccompaniell 
by a uniform tariff, and this tariff e(lualizec1 with 
tlJat of the United States of America. These 
are in brief the results which han: been ar­
ri,-e(l at. During years of lliscussion from the time 
the old reciprocity treaty ,,,as denoullce(l in lSG5 
to the present time, there have been yarious ideas 
put forwal'tl, there hnye been \-arious plans submit­
ted, thCl"e haye been assertions and counter asser­
tions of W1Hlt coulr:1 be done, there hetve been 
seyenLl pJ'oposals made, lJut up to this date we 
have been unable tr) get ~Uly one of our proposals 
adopteel by the United States, or to get one counter 
proposal frOUl them. Xu\\" the matter is settled. 
It is settlell in point of clearness awl definite­
ness. I, for my O\nl part, regret that it is set­
tled as it is, and still I am glad tlHtt it is settlell 
at all. I regret that no modus ca.n be found by 
wbic!l profitable trade rela .. tions could be establish­
ed between these t\n) countries, ,:\-ithout our being 
caned upon to sacrifice tOI) much of Cana,rlian in­
terests'aml too mueh of Canadian IH"Ltionality. I 
am ghtcl, ho·wever, that from this time fOr\vttnl 
there need be no lack of definiteness, for all parties 
and all interests in Canada may now know exactly 
the basis upon which a tt-eclty cun be obtained or' 
cannot be ol)tainer1. 

Mr. ,!ILLS (Bothwell). I would like to ask the 
TYlinister whether tlle (leputation at 'Yashington 
made any report to His Excellency or to their 
colleagues, on their return, that can be laid before 
Parliament? I think, ~il', it is a very unusual thing 
to enter into such a discussion on this occasion. 

':'11'. FOSTER.. :"Iy han. frienll is the unusual 
feature on this occasion. 

::Ik MILL.~ (Bothwell). Well, ::Ih. Speakel',-­

'Ir. FO.~TJ<:R. The hon. gentleman should not 
rise and interrupt me. 

\11'. SPEAKER. The hon. member for Bothwell 
is rising to a point of order. 

Ml'. lIlILLS (Bothwell). I thiuk the rnle is that 
when a nmtter of this sort is being discusseu, ~here 
shall be some otlici:tl report laid upon the Table of 

the House as a basis for discussion. 'fhe hon. 
gentlemali has refe~recl to negotiatiOl¥3 that have 
taken place, and no report whatever of those nego­
tiations has been laid before Parliament. In the 
case of a British TYlinister residing abroad, the 
practice is for him to make a report of the interview., ~ 
that report is sent to the Foreign Secretary and is 
brought down to Parliament. Now, kir, if the 
Government adopt the usual course, instead of 
sending an agent to select certain members of the 
G·oyernment to go themselves, it is the business· of 
those membeI's of the Government to report to 
the exeeut.ivl: head of the GoYernment, and it is the 
right of Parliament to have that report laid before 
them. Now, there is no such report whatever 
before us. \Ye have no means of judging of the 
statements made by the hOll_ gentleman except 
what he says in the speech he is addressing tu the 
Hunse. I say that it is a highly irregular proceed­
ing, and before the hon. gentleman undertook to 
make such a statement to the Honse he ought to 
have mac1e a report to His Excellency or to his 
colleagues, and that report should be officially before 
the House. 

.';ir ,JOHN THOi\IPSOK. The hon. gentleman 
has declarell th<.l"t he is ~peaking on a qnestion of 
order. 

~ll'. MILLS (Bothwell). I am. 

.~il' .JOHN THOMPSON. I .ubmit whether the 
hon. gentlemanlms not completely refuted his own 
sta.tement hy the fact that when he rose the first 
thing he did ,vas to ask a question of the Minister 
of Finance--

Mr. MILLe! (Bothwell). S" I did. 

Sir .JOHN THOMPSON-upon which to base 
a point of order, and he got no reply to that ques­
tion. Now, :-;ir, I submit to you whether there i~ 

any rule, any practice, any <tuthority of any des­
cription whatever, which restricts a :Minister of 
the ('ro·wn from stating that which has transpired 
011 a mission on which he has been sent by com­
petent authority. There is nothing of the kind, I 
submit, in the usages of Pi.~rliament; there is ahso­
lutely nothing of the kind in diplomatic usage, or 
tlie practice which prevails between Ministers and 
the Executive. If a l\linister of the Crown makes a 
statement that is not authorized by His Excellency 
to be made, or which has not been communicated 
to him-if it should have been communicated t~ 
him-that is a matter of responsibility between the 
Minister and the head of the Executive. But it 
is the right and privilege of every member, 
whether he he a :Minister of the Crown or a. 
private member of the House, to give to the 



15 

--~--~ ---------=---== . ---.- ~~ 

·.Rouse'tQat information on public qnestions which 
'·he possesses, whether anybody else has had it com­
municated to him or not. 

~r. LAURIER. The question put 1,y my hon. 
-f.riend to the '!\Iinister of Finance has not been (\11S\Ve1'­
ed, unless he means to saytl1at he is nO\" n:ntking, ill 
his speeuh, a report of the negotiat.ions 'which took 
place at Washington. I su1,mit tlmt if the ~1inister 
wanted to refer in his speech on thi~ occasion to 
the.facts which heisnow disclosing, he should han~ 
first laid them before the HOllse ill the fOl'm of a 
Message. 

Mr. SPEAKER. As I understand the llutt,tT, 
I think the statement 1111o\(le by the ::'Iilli~ter of 
Finance was perfectly in order, I kllO'" of no more 
opportune time than the delivery of the lhu1get,tl) 
.d~al with these questions with whiGh the }Iinister 
of Finance is dealing.\ He is making statements j;1.S 
to the result of tralle negotiations between thi." 
Government and the Goyernment of the Unit.ell 
States, and I know of no rule of P,~djaml'llt, t.lw .. t 
would pre\~ent him from making those st::\tements. 

Mr. FOSTER. I thank the hon. member for Both­
weIlfor two things : one, for giving me eveuso short i:l 
period of rest; and the ot.her, for hi3 yery full 
indication of his own disturbed feelings at t.his 
time. Generally the hon. I"nember for Botln...-ell is 
thirsting for infol'mation, but to-flay he seems to 
be8ofullthathecloe.~ notrequire furtherinfnrmation. 
'Ye are never too old to learn, as the sayilJg goes, 
hut I am forced to conclude nov. th::\t my hOll. 

friend is either too old to learn, or does not wish 
'to learn any more. I was proceeding to remind 
th.~'House, when I was interrupted, that. ,,-e have 
riowacquired a definite statement as tn th(; 1'C'al h:l;:i:-: 

upon which a treaty v"ith the "Gllitell :--\t.:\tes of 
America was possilJle. I was going on to sa,y th:.l.t 

I was glad that it was settlerl, although I regrettl'I1 
that it was settled in that way. 

CANADA:S COURSE .\SD }'lwSl'J"-:C'TS. 

~or several years the commel'ee of this l'ountry, 
the :business of the country, and the prosperit.y 
0.£ the country, have been affected by an agita­
'~lOn, which contemplated a. very grave change 
1lI the commercial cmc1 other condition:':! of 
·~~l1ada. An agitation was set on foot ,,,hich 
promised ?ertain things, and helll out in 
roseate language a certain prospect as the result 

,o,f what could be accolllplishe(l~ and this con­
tml1al agitation, anel placing before the people 
the idea of great changes fro111 ,vhich they 
~ere to get great aclvantages _ which \\"E!l'e 
unpossihle "of fulfilment - cannot but have 
had a .~letrimental effect upon t,he business and 

.-~------=: 

progress of the country. I alll glad fOl" this 
re~l.son that this is now settletl, and that Canadians 
cc\n now turn their face:'> to the futlue with a 
definite illea of what they have to (10 for themselves 
and wl1i:1.t they may expect from those who live 
cl08e beside us. For lily own part I am not at all 
afraitl to face the futnre, ailcl to encounter what it 
heMl in store for us '--1..3 to the tle,·elopment. and pro­
gress of Callada, If the C'ann,(lian fanner L" to lx' 

deblLlTed in great part from a nmrket in the Unit.ell 
:--;t,~~tt::-: for his produet:::;, which ma,l'ket at the best 
it: partial, ~ect.ional awl "al'it1,ble, he ""ill at least: 
ha,Ye this sa,tittiaction, that uwler due and '-Ll1equate 
protectioH he will not be €x}!DHE'(l to the grea.t aml 
(langerous competit.ion, in the products of thif:i 
country, frolll the great western eountry of the 
Unite(l ,~tatt':-:. He can IJl't'pal'e 11imself to find a 
market fot' his \\"e~J'e'i in other countries ,...-here 
t hey get more fa,youl'a,hle entrance, and he can 
especially prepare liiwself to enter fully upon 
that ",lmost inexhau:::;tible market· which awaits 
him f(Jl' all hi:':! pl'(lllud::: in C~l'eil,t Britain, Out' 
mother 1&1111. III that country, alre(~.::1y, by force 
of gooll qualit.y a.n(l by prudence in selection, 
his apple;;;, jlj" cheese, hi8 whetti, his c£~ttle, hi::; 
bacon ::1,1111 h'I.In, find large '-1..1111 cOll::;t~,.ntly increa",­
iug nmrket..o.;, and have to-llay secnrell a permanent 
place in the market, and pructic.:\lly overtop a.ll 
cOl1lpetitioll. Allll \\"IULt has heen (lol1e fol' these 
in the Briti;,;h lll:1rket, by the Sallli' <..:::l,reful ~elec­

tiOll, ,ljJd tIle sarne force of qua.lity, can be ~lolle 

fl'n' the herms, the barley, the oats, the lambs, tbe 
butter, the poultry, the eggs and all the ot.her 
great prollucts tha,t the farmer in this L:ountl'y 
raises, and of 'which t~n';d Britain takes large 
and incl'ea,,sing cluantities. If the (','I'lli\.clirnl manu­
facturer C:1nnot lu1."\'8 a f,Lir entrance into the ma.l·­

kets of the Unitell ,,-)hLtes, w11e1'e he ~\'()ul<1, of 
course, meet with strong competition from t.he 
a,cl'uJUulatiollS of skill anll c(Lpital tlu1-t l~re there, 
he can, 1:1.t least, under the shelter of a proper 
protcdioll, :::iupply the grea.t j;md growing home 
market for lllanllf:lL'ture.;, and with a stability 
ensured at home, he ea.ll push his wares into 
those eountries where tlwy fiml entralll'e 011 

more favourable tel'lllS. I wa·s speaking, Sir, a 
mOlllellt ag() as to the Engli~h rmLrket in connection 
with the fill'lll prOtlllcts of thi~ eonntry. I have 
here a tallIe, in ",-hich I gi\'e the figure::; 
in round numbers, not. going intopal'ticubrs, and I 
fi11(l (heat Britain in 1891 imported for consump­
tion in that country, ill lJlU1.utity, ,-LS follows:­
Bacon, a80,OUO,000 Ihs. ; salt beef, ~I,OOO,OOO Ibs.; 
fresh beef, 224,000,000 Ihs.; ham~. J 3.),000,000 Ihs.; 
mutton, 1:36,000,000 Ibs.; pork, 40,000,000 lbs.; 
butter, 240,000,000 11,s.; cheese, ~:llJ,OOO,OOO 11,8. : 
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eggs, 106,000,000 doz.; apples, 3,000,000 .bbls.; I material in goods or money is always at hand to 
potatoes, 640,000,000 lbs. ; and in value, poultry, I pay for that which they purchase. So, Sir, I say 
$2,000,000; wheat, $145,000,000; ,wheat :flOl~r, $50,- we may face towards the old country, and for our 
000,000; barley,$29,OOO,OOOj oats,$26,OOO,OOO; peas, varied products, exploit thos.e markets which are 
$4,500,000; beans, $6,000,000. There, 1\11'. Speaker, sure to prove profitable from their con~tant, and, 
is a market which is easily reached, and possesses indeed, growing demands. And it may also be 
the feature of stable permanence in that it is that, in the near future, considering this war of 
subject to the minimum of home competition, tariffs, ,""hich is taking place the wide world 
~If variation amI fillctuation in the "\y,lY of over, considering the discriminating benefits 
tariff imposts put upon it from aIle year to the which are given by some countries and c1elliE'd 
other, a market made up largely from the non· by others, it may be worth the careful and 
producing classes, in these r~."(pects, who are can· thoughtful attention of the Government as to 
stantly at work in the hiYes of busy industry ·whether or not the time is not approaching, if it is 
a.nclarecontinllally calling on this cOlUltry andother not near at hand, when it will become the duty of 
t.:ountries like situated for food supplies, to make t.his Government to hold out the hand of help 
that muscle, brawn and sinew with which they do to those that help us, to repay favour with favour 
the manufacturing for so large a portion of the and interest with interest, and to gi\-e the best 
world_ 'Ye have in that country, besides, a dis- treat.ment in our markets to those countries 
criminating market, where the best wares are which afford to us the best treatment in their 
quickly taken at. the hest prices, and where t.he markets. 




	9781459115224_0001
	9781459115224_0002
	9781459115224_0003
	9781459115224_0004
	9781459115224_0005
	9781459115224_0006
	9781459115224_0007
	9781459115224_0008
	9781459115224_0009
	9781459115224_0010
	9781459115224_0011
	9781459115224_0012
	9781459115224_0013
	9781459115224_0014
	9781459115224_0015
	9781459115224_0016
	9781459115224_0017
	9781459115224_0018

