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, ¢ Most men sink ontright.
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¢ Like a flag floating, when thé bark’s ingulph'd I
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ADVERTISEMENT. )

et

THE writer of this Memoir takes leave to offer himself '
ence more to public notice, relying on the kind reception he
already experienced from a long list of generous and re=
spectable Subscribers, by whose encouragement he was en=
abled to publish his ¢ Journal of Occurrences during the late
His present Publication is intended as an
accompanying volume to that work, for the rapid sale of

b]

American War.

which, he has to thank the enlightened and learned among his
Countrymen, viz. several Noblemen and dignified Persone
ages, many General and Field Officers, a number of Gen-
tlemen belonging to the Church, and the professions of Law
and Physic, and, in short, the most distinguished and ac<
complished individuals of both sexes in Ireland. He is happy
in the opportunity of making his acknowledgments for past
Javours, which, although they embolden, ought not to make
him presuming. W halever kis circumstances may be, he is
truly unambitious of ranking with the modern multitude of
Book-makers, who, although sometimes men of talent and
education, seldom add much to the stock of literary acqui-

sition. If asked why he re-appears in Print—he begs to
A2
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say, that the plan of his American Journal precluded him
Jfrom detailing many matters intimately connected with
Trans-atlantic hostilities, which, he flalters himself, mH1s
MEMOIR introduces of course and with propricly. He
also expects that the perusal of his obscure advenlures and
experience (deriving: importance. from an cvenlful cause in
which the fates of the old and ncw World were so much
involved) will be found enterlaining in general, and edify-
ing to ordinary Readers. ~ He has luboured to give, if not
the information of regular Travels, at lcast a_ cogrect
general idea of North American scenes and affairs, and.
always z'ntércsting accounls and anecdoles of the prominent
Actors and Officers employed pending the prog:jess of war
with the States. It has, moreover, been his endeqvour to
demark the right line of duty and behaviour. which the sols
dicr in the ranks ought wreariably to pursue ; and likewise
the valuable and honest conduct becomé'ng the humble. hard-
working individual in his outset and journey. through lifes.
In fine, the end he proposed in this. Essay, /las-béen to in-
struct as much as possible the young and unguarded, by
Jurnishing the example of his. own life without self-dis-
guise or vanily. He may lose his aim, but, even in its

Jadlure, he trusts his motive will be thought laudable,

DUBLIN, JuLy 15, 1811,



MEMOIR

HIS OWN LIFE,

BY R. LAMB,
&c. &e. &e.

CHAP. I.

Motives why individuals make Memoirs of “their Lives—
Author’s parentage. His inclination for a Seafaring
life. Learns to Swim. Recommends the Art of Swim-
sming as useful for the preservation of life in Shipwrecks,
&c. Captain Campbell saved by knowing how to float in
the Water. Dr. Franklin’s Account of Swimmirg, and
curious methods to be used. A Child rescued from the
conflagration - of the Boyre ship of War. Description
of .an instrument to save persons from drowning who
cannot swim. A Lady saved by means of her Farthin-
gales. Account of a remarkable Shipwreck on the Sus-

. sex Coast. Bussard’s extraordinary Narrative. Di-
rections for recovering drowned persons.

VARIOUS are the causes which induced individuals to
commit the incidents of their own lives to writing, and
submit them to the world. Vanity has urged several to
publish transactions which bad been much better reserved
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_ in seeret, as matters of repentance and motives to amend-
ment. Avarice has stimulated others, to fabricate tissues of
falsehood, palatable to the public taste, but exceedingly
injurious to unwary readers. Party and prejudice have
had no small share in private memoirs ; whilst even religion
itself has been so misconceived by weak, though well
meaning persons, as to furnish a leading inducement for
Jaying before mankind an indiscreet exposure of their
lives and actions, which ultimately proved deeply detri-
mental to the solid interests of picty and truth.

Fully aware of these powerful objections, the author
ruminated much before he ventured to add one to the num-
her of those who have published their own biography.
But when he recollects what he was, when he feels what
the Almighty has done for him, when he balances his pre-
sent comforts against his past transgressions, when he
thinks on the probability that his example may not be alto-
gether without its moral and spiritual utility, when he
considers the misrepresentations and falsehoods that have
gone abroad relative to the important affairs in which he
was personally engaged—the many exalted characters un-
der whom he served in the army, and the facts concern-
ing them, of which he is in possession ; when he knows that
the experience of his life supplies a plentiful harvest of in-
teresting anecdote, he believes he does not assert too much
when he declares, that he should hold himself inexcusable
to hiz king, his country, his officers, the public, and him-
eelf, if he suffered the grave to close for ever on his story,
without leaving some memorial behind him. These consi-
derations induced him to publish a life, in which he
has many things to deplore, and more to call forth his
gratitude both to heaven and earth.

T drew my first breath in the city of Dublin, on the 17th
of January, 1756, of humble, industrious, and virtuous
parents. I was the youngest of eleven children. My
eldest brother sacrificed his life in defence of his country :
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he died in consequence of a wound which he received on
- board one of the king’s ships. At the time of his deathl
was only five yearsold ; but I remember that my father was
greatly afflicted at it: and the more so, when he found my
inclination of mind was also to the sea. Considering his
situation, which though reputable, was far from affluent,
and the labour necessary to support his family ; he wasa
man of much reading, which strong native powers of intel-
Ject had led him to digest and methodize. He was far
from being unacquainted with seafaring matters. I well
remember, when a child, walking with him down the
North Wall, he would describe to me, in the most easy and
interesting manner, a naval engagement, and by the most
apt and familiar transition, turn the discourse to the battles
which were then fighting betweer the English and the
French. I am aware that my father’s motive, while he
amused me in these conversations, was to instruct: but
he little imagived, that in so doing, he was kindling a
martial ardor in my young breast, which might, and ulti-
mately did lead my heedless steps into the very dangers
he would have wished me to shun, and against which he
would have guarded me with the fondest anxiety. At
length he began to perceive his error: for when he dis-
covered my attention engrossed by these subjects, with
tears in his eyes, he would say, “ Ah, my dear child, I
see your little breast is fired with this account. I only -
relate these things to inform your judgment. I have lost
one fine hoy already in fighting for his country. = Surely
you will never leave your father. You must stay with me
and your mother; and be our support and comfort in our
old days.” Much as I loved my father, and deep as these
affectionate speeches sunk in my mind; they had a tendency
which he little imagined when he first used them. It was
from these discourses of my father that an anxious desjre
was first raised in my mind for a seafaring life.
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Our house being contiguous to the river Liffey, 1
was a constant frequenter of its quays, and the places
where the shipping were moored. There I soon acquired
the art of climbing up the masts of the vessels. At the age
of six years I began to practice the art of swimming ; but
by my temerity, I was near losing my life at that tender pe-
riod. This circumstance occurred in the old dock, nearthe
spot where the new Custom-house now stands. The tide
was full in, and, in imitation of some grown lads, who
practised these leaps, as feats of activity, I jumped from
off the steps. I soon, however found, that what I had be-
fore thought swimming, in shallow water, was but the
paddling of a child: for I sunk likc a stone, in nearly
ten feet of water. Among the spectators, providentially
for me, were many expert swimmers; one of whom
observing that I did not rise to the surface of the water,
immediately plunged in, and took me up, almost dead.
This circumstance, far fiom deterring me from going
again into the water, only made me more eager to
acquire perfection in the art of swimming, in which,
after some time, I became such a proficient, that, from
off the bowsprits and round-tops of ships, I frequently
leaped head foremost into the river. I now recollect the
dangers to which I exposed myself on the watery element,
even before I had attained my ninth year! I recog-
nize with gratitude, the protecting arm divine, and, in
humble adoration of that Providence which has hitherto
guided me in safety, through the progress of an eventfuyl
life, am led to say with the poet, ' - ‘

¢ Oft hath the sea confest thy pow’r,
And given me back to thy command ;
It could not, Lord! my life devour,
Safe in the hollow of thy hand.”

. It may be necessary here to remark, that the dangers
mto which boys precipitate, in learning to swim, might
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for the most part, be avoided, by choosing places, where
grown persons should attend, and protect them from
danger, while they taught them the practice. 1 wm
satisfied, that a knowledge of the art of swimming would
be far more useful to the rising generation, than ma:y
accomplishments which are at present taught at a very
great expense. But until something oi’ this kind is estab-
lished, I may be permitted to remark, how nveessary it
is both for health, and sufeguard agu:nst accident, that
every lad, intended either for the sca or land service,
should be taught to swim. I would recommend the
following rules, to all, who may wish to become expert
SWimmers.

Throw yourself on on your back, so as to lie quite straiglt
and stiff, suffering yourself to sink until tie surface of the
water becomes level with your ears. Your body will
thus acquire an equilibrium, and so icng as vou keep
yourself lying at your length in this way, you will be
enabled to float like a log in the watery element. Some
have been saved from shipwreck by these means.

A most extraordinary instance of cscape from drowning
in this manner, we have an account of in the narrative of
Captain Campbell, who sailed from Goa in the year 1732,
and was wrecked on the Balabar coast. Captain Camp-
bell relates, that seeing a log of timber floating by the
vessel, he left the wreck in the hope of seizing it. to float
on the water by its means, but afier repeated attemnts to
take it, a heavy sea snatched it irrecoverably from him,
leaving him much bruised by the blows he received from
it. The following extract from his narrative is highly in-
teresting, whilst it furnishesa case in point respecting the
advantage of floating in the water to save life :

“ Death seemed inevitable; and all that occurred to me
now to do, was to accelerate it, and get out of its pangs
as speedily as possible; for, though I knew how to swim,
the tremendous surf rendered swimming useless, and all

B
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hope from it would have been ridiculous. 1 theref'ore. F)ea
gan to swzllow as much water as possible; yet, still rising
by the buoyant principle of the waves to the surface, my
former thoughts began to recur; and whether it was that,
or natural instinct, which survived the temporary impres-
sions of despair, I know not; but I endeavoured to
swim, which I had not done long, when I again dis-
covered the log of wood I had lost, floating near me,
and with some difficulty caught it: hardly had it been an
instant in my hands, when I lost it again. I had often
heard it said in Scotland, that if a man will throw himself
flat on his back in the water, lie quite straight and stiff,
and suffer himself to sink till the water gets into his ears,
he will continue to float. This occurred to me now, and
I determined to try the experiment; so I threw myself on
my back in the manner I have described, and left myself
to the disposal of Providence; nor was it long before I
found the truth of the saying—for I floated with hardly
an effert, and began for the first time to conceive some-
thing like hopes of preservation.

“ After lving in this manner, committed to the discre-
tion of the tides, I soon saw the vessel was at a consider-
able distance behind me. Liveliest hopes began to play
about my heart, and joy fluttered with a thousand gay
fancies in my mind: I began to form the favourable con-
clusion, that the tide was carrying me rapidly to land,
from the vessel, and that I should soon once more touch
terra firma.

“This expectation was a cordial that revived my ex-
hausted spirits: I took courage, and left myself still to
the same all-directing Power that had hitherto preserved
me, scarcely doubting that I should reach the land. Nor
was I mistaken; for, in a short time more, without ef-
fort or exertion, and without once turning from off my
back,. I found myself strike against the sandy beach.
Overjoyed to the highest pitch of transport at my provi-
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dential deliverance, I made a convulsive spring, and ran
up a little distance on the shore; but was so weak and
worn down by fatigue, and so unable to clear my stomach
of the salt water with which it was loaded, that I sud-
denly grew deadly sick, and apprehended that 1 had only
exchanged one death for another; and in a minute or two
fainted away.”

In my own experience, I frequently found that I could
float for several hours on the water, when tranquil, and I
have been so much in the habit of swimming, that I used
to indulge myself by floating until I hecame desirous of
sleeping on the water. It is thercfore certain, that in
cases where life is often endangered great benefit might
arise from learning to float, if individuals drowning could
preserve that presence of mind which is so necessary in
such desperate efforts, Every mean, however, which
tends to improve the art of swimming is exceedingly use-
ful, and the improvement of the art has occupied the at-
tention  of some very great men. Foremost among the
number was the celebrated Dr. Franklin. Many of his
remarks are so very singular, that, although, from expe-
rience, I am inclined to differ from him with regard to
some particulars, yet it may be proper on this subject, to
let him speak for himself. The Doctor observes, ¢ When
I was a boy, I made two oval pallets, cach about ten
inches long, and six broad, with a hole for tiie thumb, in
order to retain it fast in the palm of my hand. 'They
much resembled a painter’s pallets. In swimming I pushed
the edges of these forward, and I struck the waler with
their flat surfaces as I drew them back. I remember I
swam faster by ineans of these pallets, but they fatigued
my wrists.—I also fitted to the soles of my feet a kind of
sandals; but I was not satisfied with them, because I
observed that the stroke is partly given by the inside of the
feet and the ancles, and not entirely with the soles of the
feet.”

B2
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« We have here* waistcoats for swimming, which are
made of double sail-cloth, with small pieces of cork quilted
in hetween them.”

“1 know by experience, that it is a great comfort to a
swimmer, who has a considerable distance to go, to turn
himseif sometimee on his back, and to vary in other re-
spects the means of procuring a progressive motion.

¢ When he is seized with the cramp in the leg the me-
thod of driving it away is to give the parts affected a
sudden, vigorous, and violent shock; which he may do
in the air as he swims on hig back.” ,

“ During the great heats of summer there is no danger
in bathing, however warm we may be, in rivers which
have been thoroughly warmed by the sun. But to throw
" one sclf into cold spring water, when the body has been
hcated in the sun, is an imprudence which may prove
fatal. I once knew an instance of four young men, who
having worked at harvest in the heat of the day, with a
view of refreshing themselves, plunged into a spring of
cold water: two died upon the spot, a third the next
morning, and the fourth recovered with great difficulty.
A copious draft of cold water, in similar circumstances,
is frequently attended with the same effect in North
America.”t ' ‘ '

¢ The exercise of swimming is cne of the most healthy
and agreeable in the world. After having swam for an
hour or two in the evening, one sleeps c'bol]y the whole
night,v even during the most ardent heat of summer.
P.erhaps the pores being cleansed, the insens
tion iricreases and occasions this coolness.”

But the Doctor was not_ aware of th
might arise to persons who wear their o
larly if it should be loné or bushy.

ible perspirq;

e danger that
wn hair, particu-
I know not a surer

* In America™

+ WF may add Great Britain and Ireland. * . .-

S [}
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way of catching cold, perhaps a deadly fever, than going
to sleep with wet or damp hair. Bathing caps, although
they keep the hair from becoming wet, not only prevent
one chief purpose of bathing, the ablution of the head;:
but may in some instances occasion serious disorders by
the action of the water operating on all the other parts
of the frame, while it is prevented by them from ap-
proaching the head. To render evening bathing, which
the Doctor so strongly recommends, at all safe, it ap-
pears indispensably necessary that the bather shiould walk
a mile or two after he gets out of the water, and take
special care that his hair is thoroughly dry bhefore he
retires to rest.

“Jt is certain that much swimming iz the means of
stopping a diarrhea, and even of producing a constipa-
tion. With respect to those who do not know how to
swim, or who are affected with a diarrhea, at a scason
which does not permit them to use that cxercisc, a warm
bath, by cleansing and purifying the skin, is found very
salutary, and often effects a radical cure. I speal from
my own experience, frequently repeated, and thut of
others to whom I have recommendes this.”

“ As the ordinary method of swimming is reduced to
the act of rowing with the arms and legs, and i conse-
quently a laborious and fatiguing operation, when the
space of water to be crossed is considerable; thercis a
method in which a swimmer mayv pas: to great distances
with much facility, Ly means of a sail.  This discoverv I
fortunately made by accident, and ig the following
manner :

“ When I was a boy, I amused mycclf one day with
flying a paper kite; and approaching the bank of o pond,
which was near a mile broad, I tied the string to a stake,
and the kite ascended to a very comsiderable heicht above
the pond, while I was swimming. In a littic time, being
desirous of amusing myxelf with my kite, and enjoying at

&
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the same time the pleasure of swimming, I returned;
and loosing from the stake the string with the little stick
which was fastened to it, went again into the water,
where I found that, lying on my back and holding the
stick in my hands, I was drawn along the surface of the
water in a very agreeable manner. Having then engaged
another boy to carry my clothes round the pond, to a
place which I pointed out to him on the other side, I
began to cross the pond with my kite, which carried me
quite over without the least fatigue, and with the greatest
pleasure imaginable. I was only obliged occasionally to
halt a little in my course, and resist its progress, when it
appeared that, by the following too quick, ] lowered the
kite too much ;' by doing which occasionally I made it rise
again. [ have neversince that time practised this singular
mode of swimming, though I think it not impossible to
cross in this manner from Dover to Calais. The Packet
boat, however, is still preferable.”

Indeed, I think so too: for, with all due deference
to the Doctor, he, or any one, who was hardy enough
to try the scheme, would find himself, I believe, in a sad
state of jeopardy, when in a large hody of water, with
no other assistance. It might answer for sportive exer-
cise in a pond; but farther I should be very sorry to
try it.

The principal art in swimming (without which every
other is of little avail) isto keep the body in a due equi-
librium. The following narrative, which furnishes an
instance of the presence of mind derived from a knowledge
'f)f swim'ming, and the preservation of life in consequence,
15 submitted as not amiss, in treating this subject :

“ YWhen that rapid and dreadful conflagration which
destroyed tl.le'Boyne man of war happened, a marine was
peaceably sitting in his birth, with his wife and son, a
b?y about twenty months old, just beneath the place
= 2ore the misfertune began, and, finding cvery effort to
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escape the flames, in the ordinary way ineffectual, the
man, with the greatest composure and presence- of mind,
took from the pens a sheep of the captain’s live stock,
and bracing the boy on the animal’s fleccy back, dropped
them into the sea. There, said he, turn to the land, and
God go with you. Encouraged by the man’s resolution,
his wife leaped into the brine, and the husband followed"
after, supporting his companion above water, till the boats
arrived to their assistance, when they were taken up,
little worse for the venture. The sheep, with the greatest
steadiness, was seen making for the shore, with young
Ben. Bowline riding upon his back, like an infant river-
god, to the vast delight of the spectators on shore, who,
from the tenderest motives, finding themselves interested
in the boy’s safety, rushed into the watery element to
meet the young navigator, whom they presently unsheeped,
and succoured with tenderness, till he again fell into the
arms of his adventurous parents. The singuiarity ot this
event attached the patronage of a most liberal lady in the
Isle of Wight, who, having prevailed on the mother of
the child, to leave his future fortune to her guidance,
declared in the most friendly manner, that, as the boy
had began his naval career on a lamb, she would never
leave him till he was able to end it like a lion.”

Another fact which may not appear unintcresting, I had
from a gentleman on whose veracity I can depend. It
occurred some years since in his own family. At the
period when hoops were in fashion, the ladies used, in
half dress, to wear what were called farthingales. A party
of pleasure sailing down the river Thames to Greenwich,
were upset by the violencg of the current. 'Three of them
unfortunately perished. But a lady, who Lad on one of
these farthingales, was buoyed up by it cn the waves.
Terrified at her situation, she stirred not a joint, and her
terrors and her farthingales preserved her life, by keeping
her in a fair equilibrium.  She floated down a tremendeus
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stream to Woolwich, and there was picked up by a cutter’s
hoat.

In the course of the narrative respecting the loss of the
Boyne ship of war, an invention which might be rendered
greatly instrumental for saving lives in shipwrecks, is
described by the writer as follows:

“ The dreadful catastrophe of the Boyne, should be a
warning to all captains, &c. to be guarded against similar
accidents, by having on board such instruments as are
most efficacious in preserving people from drowning.
A recent invention, called the Colinette, has been much
recommended on these occasions. It consisted of a cop-
per tube in the form of a crescent, with which the expe-
riment was made, weighing nearly five pounds, and is
divided into several cells, or compartments, lined with
block-tin, so as to prevent the natural air pent up from
escaping; and In case of injury or accident to any of the
internal divisions of the machine, it would still have suf-
ficient power to float bodies. This bent tube is formed
to fit the body under the arms, and any person may fix it
on himselt; with the straps, in about half a minute.
A trial of this instrument was made on the river Thames,
October 15, 1801, off Greenwich Hospital, in presence
of several scientific gentlemen. It was found sufficient to
float the heaviest person, though unacquainted with swim-
ming, the wearer having his feet at rest, while the arms
were fre‘ely used out of the water. This instrument keeps
the individual upright in the water, and enables him to
float on his side, back, or belly, with his hands and feet
at rest, or tak.ing a sitting posture, with lis legs at right
angles‘ with his body. It may be made portable, of cop-
v o I, coses of hipwsl, many e

ght otherwise peris would be saved, since a dozen
or twent’v'ot these instruments could facilitate the nieans
of extending ropes to a lee shore. and therchy save a
RIMCTrou- crew, )



LAMB’S MEMOIR. 17

I might continue to dwell on this theme, until I
should be wholly diverted from the subject of miy present
memoir. But the shipwreck on the English coast (Sussex)
in 1809, has so many awful and remarkable circumstances
attending it, that I am induced briefly to mention it.
¢ Six vessels under convoy of the Harlequin armed ship,
Lient. Anstruther, with a fleet of merchant-men, (the
whole 23 in number) left Plymouth with a fair leading wind.
The cvening of the next day the wind began to blow,
and the night became foggy. The Harlequin, mistaking
her situation, imagined she had weathered Beachy Head,
and standing in for the land, the whole fleet followed
her example. At 4. P. M. the Harlequin, withthe six
headmost ships, ran aground. The sailors were seized
with horror; the breakers dashed furiously against them,
bringing the vessels in dreadful contact with each other,
then bounding with the strokes, the instant after, with
resistless violernice, passed over the decks, sweeping every
thing away in their progress. The shrieks of the suf-
ferers, the cracking of the timber, the fluttering of the
rent sails in the wind, the howling of the storm, and the
roar of the billows, which threatened them with instant
death, were enough to appal the stoutest heart. In the
midst of their distress, however, they did not forget to
give warning to those ships that happily were afloat.
Signal guns were fired by the vessels aground, and
various rockets exploded on board the Harlequin, which
providentially had the desired effect. The remaining six-
teen sail instantly hauled their wind, and with difficulty,
weathered the Head of Beachy, and were preserved.

¢ Their signals of distress collected a number of persons
on the shore, most of them disposed to render every as-
sistance in their power. But among them some, so lost
to naturc, and her charities, as to be bent on no other
object but plundering the unhappy sufferers.
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« Mr. Ginn, of Lewes, was an instrument, in the hands
of Providence, of saving one man, belonging to the Wey-
mouth. He cast a line from the extremity of the cliff on
board the separating vesscl, which the poor man got and
sccured round his body, and was dragged through the
breakers, and up to the top of the cliff in safety.

“ The Harlequin was beheld at daylight, in a very
wretched state. Her guns had been thrown overboard,
to lighten her; and her masts were cut away. These
measures, however, produced no permanent relief: and it
became evident, that the ship must very soon go to
pieces; to preserve the lives of the seamen was then the
paramount and only consideration. At full tide, this ship
was drifted to within a few yards of the shore; but the
billows lashed the strand with that terrific violence, that
to escape with life appeared impossible. A cask, with a
hawser affixed to it, was, at length, let down from the
ship, in hopes of reaching the shore, which, after the
failure of the two first attempts, was, by the blessing of
God, cast to its destination. The hawser, in an instant, was
firmly seeured, and rendered tight from the vessel; by
the assisistance of thc people on the beach. By this
means, they got a passage (but a very dangerous one)
from the ship to the shore, by which the crew, and a
passenger were all preserved. A most awful scene now
took place, for, though every male had been so miracu-
lously landed, the wife and two infant children of the
passenger above mentioned, were still on board. The
poor mother stood on deck, rending the air with her
shrieks, and intreating that some means should be adopted
for the preservation of her children. A sailor or two,
less exhausted, perhaps, than their meszamates, at the exe
treme hazard of their lives, pushed off a boat, and at-
tempted to heach that vessel, which they had, under such
?l‘lreatcning auspices, but a few minutes before abandoned.

I'he prugress of this boat was watehed by those, who
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had not the preservation of their own lives more imme-
diately to attend to, with an anxiety, wkich may better
be conceived than expressed. For some time the general
opinion was, that these compassionate sailors would be
lest. The kind hand of heaven, however, guided the
tottering bark to the side of the ship; the sailors now
called aloud to the mother to descend, expanding their
arms to receive her; but this she percmptorily declined,
until her children were secured ; for the thoughts of sce-
ing them perish, were more than she could bear. The
men, by the divine blessing, were enabled to perform
their dangerous task with success; the children they
lashed to their bodies, who were, with the affectionate
mother, brought safe to land. 'They were received by
the friends on the beach with tears and shouts of exul-
tation, and were treated with that tenderness which their
condition required. A very short time after, the Har-
lequin split, and was presently reduced to fragments.

““ The Middleback was a Prussian ship. The crew
consisted of thirtcen men, eleven of whom perished. The
preservation of one man was very wonderful. Mr. De-
renzy, a licutenant in the 8lst regiment, discovered a
poor marineer in the agonies of death, semetimes be-
neath, and sometimes above the surface of the billows,
feebly buffeting the waves, with the hope of being yet
enabled to reach the shore. Mr. Derenzy’s feelings were
now wrought up to the highest pitch; ¢ I will save that
poor man,’ said he, ¢or perishin the attempt,” and in-
stantly plunged into the sea, and for some time was lost
to observation. In a little while, he was seen grasping
firmly part of the man’s habiliments with one hand, while
with the other, he attempted to make good his return to
land. At this moment, a heavy fragment of the wreck
struck Mr. Derenzy on the temple; the blow was forcibic,
and deprived hjm of his senses. He still held the poor
sailor in his grasp, till lost, as it were, in the torpor of

o '
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death, both sunk together. Another gentleman, an officer
in the same regiment, resolving. to die with, or to save
his friend, flew to his assistance, and soon after, all three
appeared to be nearly lifeless. At this sight, the most
feeling anxiety was manifested by the subordinants of the
81st, who were standing by; ¢ Our officers are perishing;’
said they, ¢let us save them, or die with them! Ina
moment, these men enlinked their arms together, and
instantly were immersed in the sea, and brought the
three objects of general solicitude to land. All three,
when they were brought to the shore, were senseless,
but afterwards were restored to their country and
friends.”

I have taken the liberty with my readers, of introducing
this painful narrative, under impressions which have fre-
quently struck me during the course of my life. I am
well aware that many inventions haye been tried to
rescoc persons from the horrors of shipwreck. But, I am
con‘:lent that much, very much, yet remains to be done.
It must be evident, from this painful narrative, to every
man of ¢« nee, that at every point of danger on the English
and Irish coast, al’ the means of preservation which human
ingenuity car mvent ought to be deposited—be ready
weainst the hour .7 danger, and (under the blessing and
suidance of Almighty God) numbers of persons would be
faved to lite, and consequently, in many instance:, to re-
pentance, wno perish immaturely, and are plunged into
vternity, in an awful-—tremendous—and, it is much to be
fa:'ared, an unprepared moment. The encouragement
viven Ly the French government (when France héd .a
govergmeuﬂ to matters of this kind, is well worthy our
attention.  The conduct of Boussard was far more desery-

mg a civic crown, than many of the most boasted acts

among the ancients, or moderns. It ought to be univer-

e e . . ) )
satly known. It is one of the: mteresting  docwinents to
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apologize for the insertion of which, would be an insult
to every reader of taste, feeling, or humanity.

Extract of a letter from M. De Crosne, Intendant of
Rouen, to Mr. Neckar, Director General of the Finances
of France, Dec. 17, 1777. ,

“ The 3lst of August last, about nine o’clock at night,
a vessel from Rochelle, laden with salt, with cight hands
and two passengers on board, was blown towards the
breakers of Dieppe. 'The wind blew so hard, and the sca
was so violently agitated, that a coasting pilot could net
get out to bring her sate into port, though he - attempted
it four different tunes. Another pilot, named Boussard,
a man of courage and resolution, perceiving that the
helmsman was steering a wrong course, which would cx-
pose the ship to almost inevitable destruction, endeavoured
by signals, and a speaking trumpet, to set him right ; but
the darkness of the night, the whistling of the-winds, and
the roaring of the waves, prevented the captain from
either seeing or hearing, what, it scen or heard, might
have saved his vessel, which on ran aground, abeut
thirty futhoms beyond the breaiers.

“ Struck with the cries of the unfortunate crew, who
were just going to perish, Boussard f¥srmed the genecrous
resolution to carry them assistance at (e risque of his lite
he was deaf to the remonsiinnces of his friends, who
represented to him the impossik.uty of success; and sent
away his wife and children, wio endeavoured to divert
Iim from his design. He ticl a rope round his body,
fastened the end of it to the pier, and, plunged into the
sea, to carry another rope to the vessel: when he had got
near her, a wave bore him away, and left him on the
shore: he was thus borne back twenty times, after as
many efforts to gain the ship; his ardour, however, was
not in the least abated, though he was severely hurt by
being rolled violently uron the beach: he leaped again
into the sea; a wave carried him under the vessel, he was
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then thought lost; but he soon appeared again, holding in
his arms a sailor, who had been washed off deck, and
whom he brought motionless, and almost without life,
to land.

« He, after numberless efforts, reached the ship ; threw
the rope he carried, on the deck: such of the crew as had
still strength sufficient left, tied themselves to it, and were
drawn safe to shore.

¢« Boussard now thought he had saved the whole crew,
overcome with fatigue, his body all bruised, he went with
difficulty to the hut, where the people had placed the un-
happy men, who had, through his means escaped death:
there he grew so faint, that he fell down and swooned
away. Some helps were administered to him, he threw
up the salt water he had swallowed; and he was just
recovering his spirits, when he was told, that groans were
still heard from the ship; he instantly breke from the
arms of the people that were assisting him, ran down to
the sea, plunged again into it, and was happy enough to
save another man, one of the passengers, who lashed
himself to a part of the ship, but had not strength enough
to get off when th- crew escaped by means of the rope.

“ Out of the ten persons who had been on board, two
enly perished, and their bodies were found the next
morning : the other eight owed their lives to the intrepi-
dity of Boussard.

“ DE Crossg.”

M:. Necker having communicated the contents of the
ab(.)ve' letter to' the king, and taken his majesty’s orders,
::;‘llt) ::;p:o:ll—owmg letter with his <Twn hgnd, to the pilot

*“ BRAVE maAN—It was only the day before yesterday
that I received an account from the Intendant, of the
courageous action you performed the Slst of August, and
I yesterday laid it before his majesty, who commanded me
to express to you the satisfaction he felt at reading it ;
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and to inform you, that, your behaviour has appeared to
kim in so amiable a light, that he has ordered you a gra-
tification of a thousand livres, and settled on you an an-
nual pension of three hundred. I write, in consequence
of this order, to the Intendant. Continue to give every
succour in your power to those who may stand in need of
it; and offer up your prayers daily for your good king,
who loves brave men, and feels himself happy at having
an opportunity to reward them.
“ NECKER,

Paris, Dec. 22, 1777.  Direct. Gen. of the Finances.”

The young monarch’s conduct in the above affair, does
him no less honour, than Boussard’s humanity does to
himself and his country. Happy would it be for subjects,
if their kings always gave away the public money for such
purposes. And does not this authentic fact demonstrate,
more than volumes, the guilt of those regicides who robbed
France of such a sovereign. : '

Persons brought on shore from wrecks, and, in some
instances, bodies thrown on land by the violence of the
waves, might frequently be restored to life, if the inha-
bitants were acquainted with the means of restoring sus-
pended animation, and had at hand proper conveniencies
to carry these means into effect.

A Society instituted for that purpose, in London, have
practised nearly the following treatment, which has been
attended with happy effects, in almost numberless cases.
In lifting the body, great care is taken to save it from
contusions, violent shaking, rough handling, rolling on the
ground, or hanging by the heels. The head is peculi-
arly guarded from being suspended downwards. The
unfortunate person is used to be carried, in removals from
place to place, in the arms of men, or in some sort of
carriage laid on straw, with the head somewhat elevated,
and kept as much as possible at ease.
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The limbs are afterwards dried with a cloth, and a
moderate heat is applied, but the patient is never brought
tooncar alargefire. 'Thechamber isfreely ventilated, having
the windows open to admit a pure current of air, which is
found of great benefit. A number of persons are not suf-
fered to stop in the room, as a crowd always prevents a
free circulation of the air, and hesides, causes a confusion
which cannot fail to retard recovery on such occasions.
The best application of warmth is procured by keeping the
patient in a bed or blanket moderately heated. Bottles
¢f hot water are to be laid to the feet, joints of the knees,
and armpits. Warming-pans, or hot bricks wrapped in
cloths are rubbed over the limbs, and particularly along
the back. Young and healthy persons, are made io lie
along side of the patient, and the warm inside garments
of some individuals present, or the skin of a sheep fresh
killed are found of much advantage to wrap the body in.
A hot-bath, brew-liouse, bake-house, or any fabric wherein
warm lees, ashes, embers, grains, sand, &c. are kept, if
contiguous, have proved serviceable to place the body in.
But in such applications, precaution is required, that the
degrce of heat shall not much exceed that which suits a
person in health.

After such a preparatory process is made, a variety of
stimulating means are tried often with success. Blow
with your mouth into the patient’s lungs, closing his nos-
triis with one hand, and quietly expelling the air by
pressing the chest closely with the other. One being
constantly employed in this way, another should, by
means of a pipe, or fumigator, (such as are used in ad-
mmisteri.ng tobacco clysters) throw up the smoak of
to.i:;cco into thle ll)]owek.ﬁ In the mean time, rub the belly
with coarre cloths or fi 8 i i :
gin, or other spirits :)1' \:?trl‘f ld,ri:(;p{s)aeﬁ l:: brandy, rum,
take off the skin. ,'\t the same ti ) n o as not.to
and rub on the t(.‘l;] : ) ¢ ““Cj, appl:y to the nostrils,

ples ﬁcqucntl), spirits of hartshorn,
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volatile salts, or the like, occasionally shaking and chang-
ing the posntlon of the hody.

\Vllen signs of returning life begin to appear, such as
sighing, gasping, twitching, convulsive motions, beatings
of the heart, and revival of the colour and warmth, it will
be necessary to let blood in the arm, jugular vein, or tem-
poral artery. Tickle the throat with a feather, for the
purpose of exciting to vomit, and put snuff, or any
other stimulant to the nosc, to provoke sneezings. Ad-
-minister now and then a tea spoonful of warm water, to
ascertain whether the patient can "swallow, and, if so,
you may give a table spoonful of warm water, or brandy
and water, but never before the power of swallowing
returns, as the liquor might get into the lungs.

This kind of treatment, as circumstantially ‘described,
should be repeatedly continued for two hours and upwards,
if even no symptoms of life are perceived, as there are
many cases recorded in the accounts published by the
Humane Society, when the patient has been restored after
a longer suspension of the amimal function. In cases
where the individual remained but a short while under
water, breathing strongly into the lungs, or throwing
tobacco smoke into the bowels, have soon effected a reco-
very, but although restoration prove tedious, people
ought not to despair, but proceed with unremitting spirit
in using the specified means. It is consoling, that the
applications are so simple, that ordinary persons can put
them in practice, but it is highly expedient to procure the
professional assistance of regular practitioners in surgery
and medicine, whenever such valuable aid can be obtained.
Because bleeding is always needful, and, moreover, that
the surgeon and physician will be expert and capable to
use such precautionary and actual remedies, as the differ-
ence of the patient’s case and constitution may require on

the spur of the moment.
D
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The Humane Society (who happily proved instrumentat
in saving a multitude of lives, which without their exer-
tions, had been inevitably lost) recommend a similar treat-
ment in various other instances of apparent deccase, viz.
langing, suffocation from mephitic damps and noxious
vapours, such as issue from coal-niines, confined air in
wells, cisterns, caves, or the mist of fermenting liquors : as
also, when persons are seized with convulsions or apo-
plectic fits, and when frozen with extreme cold. It has
been proved by salutary expericnce, that in the timely
and spirited use of thdse easy, althoush excellent methods
of recovery, fellow creatures might be frequently rescued
out of the jaws of death, and it is lamentable to know,
that by reason of the vulgar ignorance respecting such
simple applications, which are every where at hand, many
an individual has beer left to suffer an untimely and sud-
den dissolution. Where cases often occur in these islands
to seafaring men, and those who indulge in swimming, a
skill to practice such means of restoration is invaluable,
and it belongs to the affluent and benevolent of all classes,
to render the operation of them as unwversal as possible.

The following extraordinary case, published by surgeon
Hall of Manchester, of a gentleman restored from drown-
ng, ought to stimulate individuals to use the means pre-
scribed without despairing of their being crowned with
the wished for success :— '

* At Black Pool, on the 7th September, 1786, as W.
Tidd, Esq. was bathing (the weather being tempestuous,
and t'he tide ebbing) he was taken off his feet, and by
the vnole:n('e of the waves, involuntarily carried out to sea,
to the_(hstance of a mile. Some gentlemen on the heach
fay him, and .declared the impossibility of his returning
ulive: and being exhausted, he called out, but too late
$or amy help to he given to him. He went down, and was
a'.:"n'xf*d out .b_v the tide two miles or more to sea. A purse
of thirty guisicas was collected, and offered to the fisher-
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men to recover the body, but was refused on account of
the danger; when Messrs. Horton, Fenton, and Silvester,
launched a boat, and, amidst numberless dangers and diffi-
culties, brought the body to shore in about forty minutes
after he ceased to call for assistance.

¢ The body, when brought on shore, was to anpearance
dead, as there seemed to be an entire extinetinna of life and
vital heat ; (for those gentlemen who had obscrved him from
the first, were confident, that he had been under water forty
minutes). His eyes were fixed, and greatly inflamed,
and the pupils much dilated. Warm blankets were pre-
pared, in which he was carried to his bed, made very
warm. From the boat to the bed, there was certainly the
space of ten minutes; so that nearly ar hour elapsed before
the re-animating process was commenced; I insisted on
the assistants only staying in the room. The apparent
corps was dried well with warm flannels; his head fo-
mented with hot brandy, and bettles of hot water applied
to the extremities; with the application of volatiles to the
nose and temples. In about forty minutes a grumbling
noise was heard in the abdomen, and the pulse could be
felt, though extremely languid, and warmth scemed gra-
dually to diftuse itself over the thorax, but the arms and
legs continued of a dead cold. In about an hour and a
half I attempted to get down warm broth by tea spoon-
fuls ; even at this time therc was not the least power of
dcglutition, and the attempt gave him great uneasiness.
His extremities continued cold and motionless; he spoke
incoherently. Mr. Silvester intreated him to take a cup
of broth; which he did not retain more than a minute,
and from the instant of his vomiting, he became perfectly
sensible, but had not the least recollection of having
answered before any questions. The hands and arms
hecame warm, but it was some time before his legs and
feet were restored to their natural heat. In two hours
from the time of his being put to bed, and fwo kours and

D?
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fifty minutcs trom the time of his drowning, we had the
high satisfaction of having this valuable gentleman restored
to the world.”

A reverend and learned gentleman of great talent, and
known integrity, addrcssed the public in a set discourse
for the purpose of exciting a common interest in behalf of
the benevolent body who associated under the title of the
{lumane Society of London, chiefly to rescue human life
from drowning. The underwritten are exracts from it.

« One would svonder (said he) that such an institu-
tion as this, of so deep importance to mankind, should
appear so late in the world. Have we any 'thing wrote”
on the subject, earlicr than the tract published at Rome,
in the year 16572 And did not the proposal then sleep
for many years? Were there any more than one or two
attempts, and those not effectually pursued till the year
17002 By what steps it has been since revived and car-
ried into exccution, we are now to enquire. 1 cannot
give you a clearer view of this, than by presenting you’
mt‘ a short extract from the introduction to the ¢ Plan
and Reports of the Society,” published two years ago.*

“ Many and indubitable are the instances of the possibi-
lity of restoring to life personsapparently struck with sudden
death, whether by an apoplexy, convulsive fits, noxious
vapour<, strangling, or drowning. Cases of this nature’

have occurred in ever v country. But they were considered

and neglccted, as e\tmoxdmdw phenomcena, from which
no sa]utdn consequence could be drawn.

“ At lengih a few benevolent gentiemen in Holland
cenjectured, that some at least might have been saved,

hiad proper mean- been used in time; and for med them-

selves into a society, in order to mdke a trial.  Their
attewipt succeeded far beyond their expectations.
viere resier'd, who must otherwise

Mahy
have perished.

o TR

Vhis discouie was written |a the year 1778,



.

LAMB’S MEMOIR. 29

And they were at length enabled to extend their plan
over the Seven Provinces. -
¢« Their success instigated other countries to follow
their example. - In the year 1768, the magistrates of
health at Milan and Venite, issued orders for the treat-
ment of drowned persons. The city of Hamburgh ap-
pointed a similar ordinance to be read in all the churches.
In the year 1769, the Empress of Germany published an
edict, extending its directions and encouragecments to
every case, that afforded a possibility of relief. In the
year 1771, the magistrates of Paris founded an institution
in favour of the drowned. ,

¢ In the year 1773, Dr. Cogan translated the Memoirs
of the Society of Amsterdam, in order to inform our
countrymen of the practicability of recovering persons
apparently drowned. And Mr. Hawes uniting with him,
these gentlemen proposed a plan for a similar institution
in these kingdoms. They were soon enabled to form a
society for thls excellent purpose. The plan is this :—

“]. The Society will publlsh, in the most extensive
manner possible, the proper methods of treating
persons in such circumstances.

“J1. They will distribute a premium of two guineas
among the first persons, who attempt to recover any
one tckea out of the water as dead. And this re-
ward will be given, even if the attempt is unsuc-
cessful, provided it hus leen pursucd two hours,

. accordiny to the methad i2id down by the Society.

¢« III. They will distribute a premiwin of four guineas,
where the person is restored to life.

#1V. They will give one guinea to any that admits the
body into his house without delay, and furnishes the
necessary accominodations,

“ V. A number of medicai gentlemen, living near the
p]aces where these dnsa%ters commonly kappen, will
give their assistance gratis.’
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¢ In the short space from its first establishment in May,
1774, to the end of December, eight persons, seemingly
dead, were restored to life. '

In the year 1775, foriy-seven were restored to h.fe:
thirty-two of them by the divect encouragement and assist-
ance of the gentlemen of this Society : and the rest lfy
medical gentlemen and others, in consequence of their
method of treatment being generally known.

« In the year 1776, forty-one persons were restored to
life, by the assistance of this society. And eleven cases of
those, who had been restored elsewhere, were communi-
cated to them.

¢« S0 the number of lives preserved and restored, in two
years and a half] since their first institution, amounts to
one hundred and seven! Add to these, those that have
been since restored, and out of two hundred and eighty-
four persons, who were dead to all appearance, no less
than a hundred and fifty-seven have been restored to life !

¢ Such is the success which has attended them in so
short a time! Such a blessing has the gracious previdence
of God given to this infant undertaking !

“ Itremains only to shew the e.rcellency of it. And this
may appear from one single consideration. This institu-
tion upites together in one all the various acts of mercy.
It comprises all corporal (if I may so speak) and all spi-
ritual benefits; all the instances of kindness, which can
be shewn, either to the bodies or souls of men. 'T'o shew
this beyond all contradiction, there needs no studied
eloquence, no rhetorical colouring, but simply and nakedly -
to relate the thing as it is. -

* The thing attempted, and not, enly attempted, but
actually performed, (0 hzs the goodness of God prospered
the labours of thesz levers of manxind!) is no less ina
qualified cuce, than restor.az life to the dead !

« But‘.is it easy for any one to cenceive a scene of
deeper disteess then this? Svrncse you are standing by,
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just when the messenger comes in, and the message is
delivered. ¢ I amsorry to tell you—but you must know it
—your hushand is wo more. He was making haste out
of the vessel, and his foot slipped. It is true, after a
time, his body was found. But there it lies, without any
signs of life’ In what a condition are now both the
mother and the children? Perhaps, for a while stupid,
overwhelmed, silent ; staring at each other ; then bursting
out into loud and bitter lamentation! Now is the time
to help them; by assisting those who make it their busi-
ness so to do.” |

The same eloquent gentleman, after using several appo-
site arguments of a similar tendency, in favour of this most
laudible institution, subjoins ' the following forcible re-
flections.

“ Consider, I entreat you, how many miracles of mercy
(so to speak) are contained in one! 'T'hat poor man, who
has lately been numbered with the dead, by the care and
pains of these messengers of God, again breathes the vital
air, opens his eyes and stands up upon his feet. He is
restored to his rejoicing family, to his wife, to his (late)
helpless children, that he may again, by his honest labour,
provide them with all the necessaries of life. See now
what ye have done, ye ministers of mercy! Behold the
fruit of your labour of love ! Ye have been an husband to
the widow, a father to the fatherless. And hereby ye
have given meat to the hungry, drink to the thirsty,
clothes to the naked. For hungry, thirsty, and naked,
these little ones must have been, had not you restored him
that prevents it. You have more than relieved; you have
prevented that sickness, which might naturally bave arisen
from their want of sufficient food to eat, or raiment to
puton. You have hindered those orphans from wander-
ing up and down, not having a place where to lay their
head. Nay, and very possibly, you have prevented some
of them from being lodged in a dreary, comfortless prison.
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« So great, so comprehensive is the mercy, which you
have shewn to the bodies of your fellow-creatures! But
why should their souls be left out of the account? How
great are the benefits you have conferred on these also!
The husband has now again an opportunity of assisting
his wife, in things of the greatest moment. He may now
again strengthen her hands in God, and help her to run
with patience the race that is set before her. He may
again join with her in instructing their children, and train-
ing them up in the way wherein they should go; who may
live to be a comfort to their aged parents, and useful
members of the community.

“ Nay, it may he, you have snatched the poor man
himself, not only fron: the jaws of death, but from sinking
lower than the waters, from the jaws of everlasting de-
struction. It cannot be doubted, but some of those,
whose lives you have restored, although they had heen
before, without God in the world, will remember them-
selves, and not only with their lips, but in their lives,
shew forth his praise. It is highly probable, some of these
(as one out of the ten lepers) will return, and give thanks
Zo God, real, lasting thanks, by devoting themselves to his
honourable service.

¢ It is remarkable, that several of those, whom you have
brought back from the margin of the grave, were intoxi-
cated at the very time when they dropped into the water.
And at that very instant (which is frequently the case)
they totally lost their senses. Here, therefore, was no
place for, no possibility of repentance. They had not
time, they had not sense, so much as to cry out, ¢ Lord,
have mercy ! Sc{ they were sinking through the mighty
watt'aw::, into the pit of destruction! And these instruments
of divine mercy plucked them at once out of the water,

and out of the fire! By the same act deli
S ivered th
temporal and from eternal death ! ’ ‘ fhem from
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“ Nay, one poor sinner (let it never be forgotten) was
just coming down from the ship, when (overtaken by the
Jjustice and mercy of God) her foot slipped, and fell into
the river. Instantly her senses were lost, so that she could
not call upon God. Yet he had not forgotten her. He
sent those, who delivered her from death; at least, from
the death of the body. And, who knows, but she may
lay it to heart, and turn from the error of her ways?
Who knows, but she may be saved from the second death,
and with her deliverers inkerit the ningdom.

“ One point more deserves to be particularly remarked.
Many of those, who have been restored to life, (no less
than eleven out of the fourteen, that were saved in a few
months) were in the number of those, that are a reproach
to our nation, wilful self-murderers. As many of the
desperate men, who attempt this horrid crime, are men
who have had a liberal education, it is a pity but they
would consider those fine words, not of a poor narrow-
souled Christian, but of a generous heathen, nay, a Roman!
Let them calmly consider that beautiful passage :—

€ Then crowds succeed; who prodigal of breath,
Themselves anticipate the doom of death:

Though free from guilt, they cast their lives away,
And sad and sullen hate the golden day.

O with what joy the wretches now would bear
Pain, toil, and woe, to breathe the vital air !

In vain ! by fate for ever are they bound

With dire Avernus, and the lake profound,
WAnd Styx with nine wide channels roarsaround!”

Pirr’s Vireir,

=2
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CHAP. 1L

Author's constant  predilection  for going to Sca.  His
Lather tries to dissuade him from it, by taking him to
behold four Scamen hung in (ribbels. Story of their
Crime and E.cecution.  Autkor accompanies a Mr.

Ioward on a wisit to the Courtry. *Account of Mr.
Howeard's Uncle.

I nap not yet attained my eighth year; nevertheless
such was my predilection in favour of a seafaring life,
that it did not escdpe the observation of my father. He
was much grieved at the discovery, and frequently laid
before me in the most fond and anxious manner the dis-
tresses and dangers to which sailors are exposed. Giddy,
unthinking, bent on marme pursuits, this had little effect
on me. However, a circumstance happened at that time
in Dublin,* which in a great degree turned my mind
against its favourite pursuit. It was as follows, I have
mentioned that it was the usage of my father to walk with
me on the banks of the Liffey, and the quays of the
harbour. In one of these amusing and instructive little
rambles which my affectionate parent always tried to turn
to my advantage, he carried me (no doubt on purpose)
along the South-wall, and near the Pigeon-house, in the
flireciion of the Light-house, where at present the wall
is cxtended hy that strong and beautiful work which adds
sc greatly to the odvantare and ornament of the city.
Here were hung in chains, on gibbets, four criminals,

* In the year 1766,
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whose dreadful offence almost appears to have called
down the avenging hand of Divine justice itself, to arrest
and exhibit them, as terrible exannles to individuais in
general. They were purposely exnosed in the mouth of
the harbour as a warning to seataring men. The cx-
posure, and the whole circumstance of the affair proved a
powerful dissuasive to prevent me, at that time, from
entertaining the desire which before engaged my thoughts.
I no longer wished for the sea. The story of this case is
so highly interesting that it may not be amis=s to relate it,
as a lesson to the thoughtless, and dissipated.

A merchant ship, the Earl of Sandwich, bound to
London from Oratova, and laden with wine, Spanich.
dollars, gold dyst and jewels, proceeded on her passage
into the English channel, when Peter M‘Kinloy, boat-
swain, George Gidley, cook, Richard St. Quintan, and
Andrew Zikerman, mariners, conspired to murder John
Cockeran, master, Charles Pinchent, mate, James Pin-
chent, mariner, Benjamin Gillespie, cabin boy, together
with Captain Glass, his wife and daughter, and their
servant boy. In pursuance of this inhuman plot, on the
S0th November, 1765, the conspirators keeping the night
watch; and the master going on the quarter-deck to see
if all were safe, M‘Kinley and Gidley knocked him on
the head with an iron bar, and threw him overboard.
The noise and groans of thc master brought Captain
Glass from below, who was murdered with his own
sword : the Pinchents were soon dispatched in a similar
manner; Mrs. Glass and her child imploring mercy from
the ruflians were tossed into the sea.

Having altered their course and made for the coast of
Ireland, they landed on the 3d December, some leagues
distant from Waterford. Theyv then loaded a boat with
treasure, and left the vessel with her ballast port opened,
and the two boys who survived in her to sink, as she soon
did. One of the boys following the boat was struck on

E2
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the head with the gunwale, and drowned—the other lad
they saw washed from the ship’s deck as she overset, and -
filled with water. They now flattered themselves that
the deceased could not disclose their secret, or the sea
give any evidence against them, and having buried 250
bags of dollars, they reserved in their possession and for
use the remainder, along with the jewels and gold. Yet
after all this extraordinary precaution, their appearance .
and prodigal manner of living caused them to be- looked
on as suspicious individuals, and the ship which they
thought could never stir from the bottom of the great deep,
rose from her watery bed, and was washed near Water-
ford on the shore. The ship so circumstanced caused
much speculation, and turned the suspicions of some -
persons to the murderers, who had left the necighbour- °
hood and come to Dublin, where they continued to pass
their time in great excess and expense, In the mean
time two gentlemen repaired to Dublin, in the hope of
apprehending them, and having taken the necessary
steps, Quintan and Zikerman were secured, and being
examined apart, they confessed the commission of the
horrid crime; as also that their ruffian associates, Gidley
and M‘Kinley, sold dollars to the amount of £300 in

-Dublin. By the means of the goldsmith who bought

7
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the silver, M‘Kinley was seized, and two men who were
immediately sent off to search for the buried treasure
which had been robbed from the ship, fell in with and
took the remaining offender, Gidley, making his escape
toward Cork, from justice, which seems to have followed
those murderous wretches with a swift and unerring step,
until all of them were brought to that conviction and
awful punishment which they so highly deserved, and
which even shews that an Almighty Providence, though
sometimes slow in interposing to visit the wicked for mur-
der, is by no means regardless of the bload of man
crying from the ground for vengeange!

~
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‘When I was eleven years of age, I began to entertain
a strong desire to leave home. My father, ever anxious to
comply with my wishes, yielded to an offer which pre-
sented itself, and consented that I should go with a friend
of his to the country. This proposal was joyfully received
by me, and preparations were accordingly made for my
departure to the north of Ireland. ' '

The gentleman who thus took charge of me, was going
to visit his sister a Mrs. Hinds, near Killishandra, in the
county of Cavan, and some other relations which he had
in the county of Westmeath. But it was to his uncle,
who was my father’s great friend, that I was principally
indebted on this occasion. On my father’s application, he
recommended me to his nephew, with the warmth of a
friend, and the authority of a parent. This gentleman,
whose name was Howard, was a respectable merchant in
Jervis-street. e was a man well acquainted with the
world and all its vanities, which he happily forsock for the
more solid enjoyments of religion, and the more laudable
pursuit of virtue. An account of this excellent man has
been published by a learned and pious gentleman, who
informs us in consequence of his giving him to under-
stand, that an account of his life and conversion might be
attended with public use, he drew up a narrative which
the writer submits, for the most part, as Mr. Howard
himself wrote it, and in his own words as follows :

# I was born in the county of Westmeath, in the king-
dom of Ireland, in the year 1721. My father was a
reputable farmer, a person of great modesty, temperance,
decency of conduct, and the strictest honesty. Though
he gave abundantly to the poor, his substance increased.
Ile took great pains to bring up his children, bestowing
on us, what in his eyes at least was, a liberal education.

“ Alas! neither his care nor his example had the
desired effect on me. To lie and to swear were lessons
I had but too great a docility in acquiring. In the mean



°8 LAMB'S MEMOIR:

(%]

time, however, I made no efforts to controul my passions,
but cherished them with all my might, so early (with
shame be it spoken) was I the slave of sin, a servant of
Satan, and a rebel against the blessed God.

«In 1741, I married the only daughter of a wealthy
tallow-chandler and soap-hoiler, in the town of Drogheda;
lived with my father-in-law to his death, learned his
business, and in right of my wife, became heir to his
fortune. ,

“ My wife died in 1745, and within two years I married
an heiress as before, by whom I obtained a considerable
fortune, which enabled me to enlarge the sphere of my
business, which I now carried on with great success.

“ In 1755 1 was sworn in mayor of Drogheda. I now
indulged in riotous excesses, which brought on that
punishment which Providence has, in the natural course
of things, connected with intemperance. Defore the year
of my magistracy was expired, I was seized with a fit of
the gout, and remained three months in the utmost
torture. My irreligious situation left me no resource in
God; my impatience was uncontrouled, I often wished
myself dead; but the God of all mercy was deaf to my
wicked prayers, and restored me to health. I knew not
then how to admire the riches of his goodness and for-
bearance, and had no idea of that unutterable kindness
for which he had reserved me.

“ When my anguish in some measure abated, my
conscience severely rebuked me for continuing in sin and
rebellion against a merciful God. I determined, (but
alas! in my own strength) to lead a new life, and never
more to offend. 'The corsequence was what might be

expected; where there is no other dependance but in
the arm of flesh. As soon us health and st

mitted, I brake through all my resolutions,
“I went on in a continual hurry of business, all ap-
pearance of religion ceased, public and private worship

rength pers
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were both neglected entirely; worldly business and sen-
sual gratifications by turns engrossed me; and the
hountiful Giver was never mentioned, except in blas-
phemy and profaneness. What blessing could indecd
attend a life spent in the service of sin, and in rebellion
against the Most High? Surely nothing but his tender
mercy could save so vile a wretch from total perdition.

¢ ] had removed from Drogheda to Dublin, and engaged
in mercantile business ; where my affairs soon herame so
deranged by my imprudence, that I was oblizcd to fly
from my creditors (who were justly exasperated against
me) to London.

« After my failure in Novembér 1770, my heart, still
unhumbled under the mighty hand of God, remained
under the power of sin, amidst all the variegated scenes of
flight, exile, and distress. In London I found a new
world overspread with allurements to captivate my soul,
and my conduct was, as before, equally foolish and
wicked. There is, however, such a thing as satiety in
vice, even where the real love of it is not all diminished.
This was my case. The large draughts of sin and folly
which I had taken in the metropolis, occasioned it. [ felt
a wish to retire to some remote corner of England, where
I might live at a cheaper rate, and safe from my creditors.
a generous friend providentially supplied me, at a time
that T was in the deepest distress, aund enchled me to put
this scheme into execution.

«] left London about the middle of May 1772, with a
view to retire into Yorkshire. In this journey I reached
the Humber, a large river which divides Lincolnshire from
Yorkshire. While I waited for the passage boat, I ob-
served, on the opposite side, some miles to the left, a
beautiful village, standing on an eminence near the river,
finely adorned with trecs and stately buildings. To me
it seemed an earthly paradise. Better than that it proved ;
for there my heaven began. I was informed ihnt its name
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was Ferriby, cight wiles from Hull; several of whose
opulent merchants adorned it in the manner which had so
strongly feasted my sight. 1 felt myself, however, deter-
mined to live there, and found a public house for my
reception. The village fully answered my ideas; beauti-
ful beyond description, by its delightful situation and
elegant improvements, where was a church served by the
Rev. Joseph Milner. He was a lecturer at the High
Church in Hull, where he resided, and taught the public
grammar school there, and preached on Sunday mornings
at Ferriby. I went constantly to hear him, though with
no other motives than that mechanical kind of habit
which disposes us to do as our neighhours. Little atten-
tion did I pay to any thing that came from his lips. His
sermons seemed long and tedious, worldly sorrow left no
room with me for pious meditation. I fcit miserable in-
deed, but had no idea of applying to that which alone
could make me happy.

“ Indeed the transitory things of time and scnse can
make no man happy. In the time of my greatest pros-
perity it was with me, as with every person who is a
stranger to the grace of God,

“ That cruel something unpossest,
Corrodes and leavens all the rest.*

I passed some time in a distressed state of mind, reflect-
ing with bitterness on my hard fate and worldly trouble.
About the beginning of August, instead of going to church
on the Lord’s day as usual, I sauntered by the river-side
to kill time; when I was scized with a violent disorder in
my head, and fell down terrified, dreading I was at the
eve of death, and prayed to God to spare me, which he
mercifully did. In an hour’s time I arrived at my lodg-
ings, and in a few days recovered from my frightful
apprchensions of a sudden death. But a violent head-

ach ensued, the anguish of which, in a great meaure,



LAMB'S MEMOIR. 41

dissipated my worldly sorrow. I concluded that the
judgment of God was upon me for neglecting publie
worship, which I therefore determined to omit no more.

“] now paid more attention to the preacher, who, I
observed, seemed to enforce his doctrine with much
earnestness, and positively declared, over and over again,
that except a man be converted, he could not see the
kingdom of God. All the conclusions I drew from such
assertions, were, that too much learning had made.him mad.

“ On Sunday, March 28, 1773, my happiness began,
though it appeared to me a day of terror indeed. How-
ever, it was the day on which the fear of the Lord, which
is the beginning of wisdom, took hold of my rebel heart.

“ Mr. Milner preached from these words, Marvel not at
this ; for the hour is coming, in which all that are in their
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they that
have done good unto the resurrcction of life, and they that
have done evil unlo the resurrection of damnation. No
sooner was the text delivered, than the word reached my
heart, quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged
sword ; insomuch that I quaked and trembled. Woe is
me ! thought I, for I am undone. The vengeance of God
has at last overtaken me for my numberless crimes. I was
so confounded, that I knew not a word the preacher
delivered after giving-out his text; even that I forgot.
On returning home, I begged my host to shew me the
text. On looking over it, I told him, I was undone, that
the words it contained condemned me to the resurrection
of damnation': that instead of doing good, I had spent
my whole life in doing evil. He endeavoured to comfort
me, but in vain. I now began to pray from a wounded
spirit, and humbled myself before God, confessing my sin,
and crying out for mercy, if peradventure he wouid hear
me. Cards, and various vanities which I before followed,
appeared now so unsuitable to my condition, that I gave
them up altogether. But how to be pardoned for my past

F
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sins, I knew not. They remained a heavy burden on my
soul. I retired every day to a grove at a little distance,
to pray and read the bible, a book I had rarely looked
into for many years. I could open no part of it, but it
shewed me what a hell-deserving sinner I was. This in-
creased my affliction, I now deeply lamented my deplora-
ble state, and wept bitterly for my sins; my rejection of
my father’s good counsel was asa dagger to my heart.
I continued the whole week without hope, dreading that
the wrath of God would cast me into hell, never thinking
of a Saviour, but imagining that my sins were too
heinous to be forgiven.

“ The next Sabbath, Mr. Milner preached from the
following words : Glod so loved the world, that he gave his
only begottcn Son, that whosoever belicveth in him, should
nol perishy but hace ceerlasting life.  For God sent not his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through hinme might be ~avrp. He proclaimed God’s most
gracious pardon for the most abandoned sinner, that would
forsake his sins, repent, and believe in Jesus, whose
precious blood cleanscth from all sins, however heinous or
numerous. God be thanked, I received some consolations
from that discourse; hope revived, and gladness dawned
within me.

“ Satan, enraged at my giving up all hope of my own
righteousness, now cast a stumbling- bleck in my wav, in
hope.of stopping my progress, by filling' my mind with
Atheism. I was terrified beyond expression, cold drops
of sweat fell from me. I arose from praver, and ran abhout
the' grove as one distracted, strugeling, but in vain,
'flgamst the b‘lasphemous injection. 1 was now helpless
m:’l.eed! but that Go%l, who is nigh to the broken hearted;
:uu’z\efd“m.e, by fixing one of his faithful promises so
Pl dP S s - ‘ € promise was, seck, and ye
vhal! find, a promise woerth more to me, than all @
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mines of Peru, which supported me in all my subsequent
trials. I was soon composed enough to renew my suppli-
cations, and to lift up. my heart in thanksgiving to God
for my deliverance. My soul was filled with a pleasing
expectation, that by seeking the Lord, I should surely
find him. And I knew distinctly, for the first time, what
is meant by resting on a divine promise. I pressed for-
ward with strong desire, labouring to see the Saviour,
with the eye of faith, bleeding on his cross, and would
have given the world to call him my own. And though
I wavered often through the power of unbelief, yet, on
the whole, 1 constantly fed on the promise, seek and ye
shall find. The shall of the Almighty was an anchor of
hope to my soul, surc and steadfast, and I was enabled to
conclude that he would at length appear for my relief.

“ Soon after this, the tempter made a new attack, and
suggesting that, as I had lived to grey hairsin the service
of sin, I must, by a long course of repentance work my-
self into a state of holiness, before I could be pardoned :
a mistake which cost me many a sorrowful hour: for no
sooner had self et up his standard, than I felt my heart
stony for the first time. Sometimes at prayer it seemed
as it were a ball of iron within me. I could not now shed
tears as before, which greatly distressed me: but I was
not forsaken ; the still, small, but powerful voice of God
sounded some hours in my heart every day, drawing me
with the cords of redeeming love. The Spirit of God
caused my soul to aspire after heavenly things, and forget
worldly cares, as it I had been new born. How wonder-
ful art thou, Lord, in all thy ways! How great are thy
mercies to the children of men !

« ] wrote an account of these things to my nephew at
Dublin, giving him and the rest of my relations the best
instructions I could, by which they might obtain the same
precious gift. They concluded that I was beside myself,
in consequence of which my nephew dispatched a friend to

F 2
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visit me, who, on his return, removed their fears, by in-
forming them of the change which had taken place in my
conversation and conduct. :

¢« In March 1774, I went to London, and there heard
various preachers of the Gospel of Christ.

« After some time I returned to Dublin, my nephew
and the rest of my family received me joyfully. I re-
mained with them about two months.

« During my short stay, I had some of my relations
and acquaintances often with me. 1 laboured to convince
them of their deplorable state by nature and practice, and
to shew them the necessity of Conversion. Nor were my
labours lost: my wife was convinced of her unworthiness,
was led to true repentance, and was blessed with a sense
of the love of Christ. After this she declined in health,
and departed this liie, having hope in her death, and
entered into the joy of her Lord. She was the first ripe
fruit that God was pleased to hestow on my labours.

¢“T lenged to hear Christ’s ministers, and assemble with
his people. The Lord my God conveyed me in safety,
where [ enjoyed that glorious privilege, therefore, praise
the Lord, O my sout, and forget not all his benefits, who
pardoncth all thy sins, and healeth all thine infirmities.”

Such is Mr. Howard’s own account; and his residence
among us after his conversion, though not constant, yet
gave us large and frequent opportunities of discovering his
spirit and temper. Those who rejoiced at the change,
and those who were displeased, (for there were those who
were displeased) had each an opportunity of observing,
whether it was some transient whim which had seized his
igxagination, or a solid abiding alteration, which made
him quite another man,

He lived for ycars a shining example of every christian

virtue, and had time to give us the most convincine proofs
(=}

of the solidity of his conversion. His religious joy was

extraordinary ; his fear of God was exemplary ; his faith,
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both for things spiritual and temporal, was of the most
lively nature; his charity was uncommonly fervent and
steady : the chastity and purity of his manners were strik-
ingly evident; and in genuine humility of soul, he wasan
edifyin pattern to the Church of Christ. For a number
of years, till towards the eve of his life, he lived in a state
of joyful communion with his God. He could scarce dress
himselfin a morning with sufficient haste, so eager was he
to pour out his soul in thanksgiving to him whom his soul
loved. His delight in public worship was, I am well
assured, little less than rapture ; his whole soul was excrt-
ed init. Fora year or two before his death, his infirmitics
increased apace. He felt the consequence of his former
iniquities in a very excruciating degree. The gravel, the
asthma, a general debility, and a complication of pains
and disorders, rendered life extremely burthensome, and
put to the severest trial all the graces he had attained.
But his faith in the diyine promises remained unshaken;
it even grew stronger and stronger amidst his trials. It
had less to do with sense, and was more simply fixed on
the word of God. Ilis humility received also a very great
increase. He lost those remains of self-conceit and self-
sufficiency, which had somewhat stained his brightest
graces. His faith was more pure and simple, his love was
more solid and genuine; his patience and meekness were
truly admirable; the more so, when one considers the
natural impetuosity of his spirit; and he waited for his
dissolution with the calmest expectation of his eternal rest.
Finding himself rapidly decaying, he wrote to his daugh-
ter, then in Ireland, a letter which he desired might not
be transmitted to her till after his deccase, in which he ex-
presses, among other things, the strongest confidence- of
his expectation of being soon called to his Father’s house.
Very soon after, he was seized with slumberings, and con-
tinued increasingly in this state until his death. He was
observed, amidst his slumberings at times, to sing hymns,
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and a very little before his death, expressed his grateful
wonder that God should ever take notice of such a rebel
as he was. The last time I (the Rev. Mr. Milner) saw
him, after waiting some time in the room while he re-
mained insensible, he suddenly opened nis eyes, and
looked seemingly with some peculiar meaning at me. [
told him he would soon go to Jesus; to which I heard
him distinctly answer, *“I hope I shall.” And a little
after he was called (o eternal rest.

¢ His looks, when language fails, new life impart ;
Heaven in his looks, and Jesas in his heart ;
He feels the happiness that cannot fade,
With everlasting joy upon his head
Starts from the flesh, and gains his native skies ;
Glory to God on high !-——the Christian dies !
Dies from the world, and quits his earthly clod,
Dies, and reseives the crown by Christ bestow’d,
Dies into all the life and plenitude of God.”
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CHAP. III.

Author, on his return to Dublin endeavours to go with the
Son of Mr. William Howwrd to America. Being dis-
appointed he enters on board a Vessel going to that
Country. Is persuaded by his Father to forego ithe
Voyage he intended. Dublin at that time badly cir-
cumstanced in its Peace and Police Establishments.. .
Riots frequent. Author tries to learn the use of the
Small Sword. Account of two fatal Ducls.

HAVING stopped six weeks in the country, with the
nephew of Mr. William Howard, and being much grati-
fied with the tour, from the new scenes which it afforded,
interesting to a young mind like mine, I returned to
Dublin. On my arrival in town, my attention became
greatly occupied in expectation of going to North America,
in company with Mr. Howard’s son, who had obtained a
commission in a marching regiment, which was serving
there. I Desought my father to intercede with young
Mr. Howard to take me along with him. But, althougls
my indulgent parent agreed in compliance with my ardent
wishes, to mention the matter to Mr. Howard, there could
be no situation procured in the regiment for a boy such as
I then was. I was obliged therefore to remain at home,
and the disappointment very much distressed me. But }
resolved at all events to depart for America, and, in par- -
suance of my determination, I seized an opportunity which
soon offered, of entering on board a vessel destined for
that part of the world. However, my father being ap-
prised of my purpose, interfered with the captain of the
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ship, paid my expenses on board, and so prevented my
intended plan of folly for a time.

I remained at home a disappointed idler, and like most
boys who have not received the advantage, the unspeakable
advantage, of a truly religious education, became delighted
with every folly that but too fatally captivate the juvenile
mind. Did youth but seriously consider half the snares
and temptations to which they are exposed, they would
perceive, that early industry and a constant application to
business are, under the divine guidance, their best pre-

servatives.
At that period, the administration of justice was greatly

relaxed in the city of Dublin. It was almost impossible
for persons to walk through some parts of the city (par-
ticularly on Sunday evenings) without encountering the
most violent, and sometimes dangerous assaults. Lower
Abbey, and Marlborough streets, on the north side of the
city, and the Long lane near Kevin-street on the south,
were the places for general rendezvous for « Club-law,”
as it was vulgarly called. Here numbers of daring, des-
perate fellows, used to assemble, form themselves in battle
array, and cut and maim cach other without either mercy
or remorse.

Whether influenced by these scenes of personal contest,
or from a natural and inherent love of a nilitary life, I
will not presume to determine; but at this early period
of my life, the small-sword exercise became my favourite
pursuit.  But not meeting with a sufficient number of
adversaries to exhibit my skill and keep my
practice, this in its turn, of course I abandoned.

({38

hand in

Tis granted, and no plainer truth appears,

Our most important are our earljest years ;

The mind impressible and soft, with ease
Imbibes and copies what she hears and sees
And, through life’s labyrinth, holds fast the clus

That education gives her, false or true.
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Plants raised with tenderness are seldom strong ;
Man’s coltishi disposition asks the thong ;

And, without discipline, the fav’rite child,
Like a neglected forester, runs wild.

But we, as if good qualities would grow
Spontaneous, take but little pains to sow ;

We give him Latin, and a smatch of Greck ;
Teach him to fence and figure twice a week ;
And, having done, we think, the best we can,
Praise his proficiency, and dub him man.”’

.

It might have been an over-ruling Providence that pre-
vented my pursuing so dangerous an acquirement as the
small-sword exercise. 'Though, to an humble individual
like myself, it may be naturally asked, what evil coull
probably arise from the science? It requires so much
hard-earned skill to become a proficient at this weapon,
that it is confined to the higher orders of society ; and
that perhaps more as the exercise promotes health, and
contributes much toward an elegant deportment, than for
its use in what are termed affairs of honour. 'This fatal
mode of deciding quarrels has for the most part given
place to fighting with pistols, which certainly put the
parties morc on a level; as they do not depend so muchi
on bodily strength and agility. Accordinsly, since the
invention of gun-powder, pistols have been the most
common weapons. [‘or even in those cases where the fire
fails on both sides, combatants are not in gencral used at
present to make a final appeal to the sword.

In this enlightened age it would tend to the honour of
manhood to adopt some more humane mode of settling the
differences arising between brave men. TFor the present
practice (without departing for a moment from that love
and respect which I bear the army) I am compelled to
enter my humble protest against it. Humanity shudders
at the idea—all the dearer ties and relations of life place
themselves in array against the practice of it, whilst

G
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religion aims her most awful thunders in eternal epposi-
tion to the deed of blood. It is speciously urged in favour
of duelling, that the nice sense of honour which mspires
the soldier, and respectable personage in society would
become extinct in the abolition of it, and from this high
motive it seems to be advocated as if it fed a laudable
spirit in the mind. This begs an awful question, which
the man of honour himself will not attempt to decide
or cven approve of; because the laws of reputation,
it is evident, should have a tendency to strengthen the
relations of peace and amity, and, as much as possihle,
promote the sacred interests of religion and piety. When
the man of rank and distinguished condition begins to
adjust the “point of honour,” in this salutary way Paactilio
will ceasc to commit murder and suicide, and then, and
then only (in the faithful understanding and right
economy of human life) the people of fashion will be
honourahle in truth and principle, noble in good pature
and gentle indeed.
¢ The point of honour has been deem’d of use,

To teach good manners, and to curb abuse,

Admit it true, the consequence is clear,

Our polish’d manners are a mask we wear,

And at the bottom, barb’rous still and rude,

We are restrain’d, indeed, but not subdu’d ;
The very remedy, however sure,

Springs from the mischief it intends
And savage in its principle appears,
Tried, as it should be, Ly the fruit jt Dears,
"Tis hard indeed, if nothing will defend

Mankind from quarrels but their fatal end;
That now and then an hero must decease, |
That the surviving world may
}’erhnps at last, close scrutiny may shosy

The practice dastardly, and mean, and low ;

That men engage in it compell’d by force :
‘And fear, not cou;; ge

to cure,

live in peace,

> ¥ 1S proper source.-
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The fear of tyrant custom, and the fear
Lest fops should censure us, and fools should sneer.
At least to trample on our Maker’s laws,
And hazard life for any, er no cause,

To rush into a fix’d eternal state,

QOut of the very flames of rage and hate,

Or send another shiv’ring to the bar,
With all the guilt of such unnat’ral war,
Whatever use may urge, or honour plead,
On reason’s verdict, is a mad.man’s deed,
Am I to set my life upon a throw,
Because a hear is rude and surly ? No.—
A moral, sensible, and well-bred man,
Will not affront me, and no other can.”

These remarks are not offered in severity, but from,
humane motives, which an obscure narrator of common,
but interesting occurrences, in publishing his unoffend-
ing memoir ought not to suppress.. However duelists
in general ought to be condemned, particular cases occur
where we must lament that the fortitude and horour of
the combatants had not a nobler scene of action and a
better cause, in which to sacrifice valuable lives. Tkhe
following cuse appears of singular interest, and furnishes
a shocking example of the fatal effects of duelling in
general :

“ The Duke of B. having received an affront from
lord B. at a ball given by the Imperial minister, sent him
a challenge to meet him in Hyde Park, precisely at half

-after five the next morning.

“ Lord B. returned an answer, and accepted the chal-
lenge. He then visited several of his friends, and was
observed to be very jocose. He desired the messenger
who carried his letter, to bring his Grace’s answer to
Lieut. Gen. D’Lees, the gentleman whom he had pitched
upon for his second, and with whom he lay that night,
at his house in St. James’s-street; which was done.

G2



59 LAMB’S MEMOIR.

About four in the morning his Lordship waked, and got
softly up, without (as he thought) being observed by
his bedfellow : and dressing himself, buckled on lis sword,
and fixed two agate flints in his pistols, then charged
them; but recollecting that his Cirace’s =econds would
probably desire to see them loaded, drew them again. -

By this time the General wos awake, and 01'»-1'1'\‘111:2
hi= Lordship to take a book out of his pocket, thourht 1t
improper to let him know he was observed, Tiis Lord-
ship knecled down by a small jas;er table in the General's
bed-room, seemed to pray with great aevetion for a
quarter of an hour, olten repeating, just loud cnough to
be heard, the errors of his yventhiil days, and fervently
supplicated the Almighty not to impute them; after which
he arose, and bade the General awake, for he would not
willingly have his Grace, he said, wait a moment, as the
morning was a little rainy, and coid w:.thal. By the time
they were dressed, it wanted ju-t half an hour of the
appointed time: General D’'Lee desired to view his
Lordship’s sword, and examined the point and handle,
then returned it, adding, that he heartily wished it was
going to be employed in a cause more serviceable to his -
country. His Lordship answered, but it could be of little
consequence in that respect, let the event be what it
would.

“ Just as his Lordship was opening the door for their
departure, the General desired to know if there was any
thing his Lordship thought proper to communicate; to
whicir he replied, it was very fortunate that he had men-
tioned that, and delivered a letter directed for the Countess
of E., desiring that he would give it to her alone, and not
upon any consideration trust it to another hand; as for
his family affairs, he said they were already settled accord-
ing to his will.  On this they mmediately left the apart-
ment, and arrived somewhat before the appointed time,
wnd took several turns from the lodge to the tree. His
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Lord:hip scveral times expressed wonder at his Grace’s
delay, though it was not two minutes by General D’Lee’s
watch above the limited hour, when he arrived, attended
with one second only.

“Ile bade his Lordship a good mcrning, and hoped
they had not waited for them Iong; then pulled out his
watch, said he had hit it to a point ; adding, at the same
time, that he had rather die than break his promise on
such an occasion. His Lordship returned the expression
with this «ddition, that though they had waited a little,
there was sufficient time left to dispatch the business they
were upon. To which his Grace veplied, the sooner it is
dispaicicd, the more leisure there will be behind, In the
interim the seconds were preparing their swords, and each
one loaded his adversary’s pistols: then agreed to the
following terms, viz. 1, That the distance of firing
should not be less, at cither time, than seven vards and
ahalf. 2, That if either should be dangerously wounded
on the first discharge, the duel should cease, and the
wounded nerson would own his life in the -hands of his
antagonist. 3, That between the firing and drawing their
swords, there should be no limited time, but each sheuld
endeavour to make the first thrust. 4, That if either
should yield, as in the second article, during the engage-
ment with the sword, whether by a wound, false step, or
any cther means, then the engagement should cease. To
which four articles they both consented. Ilis Grace
stripped off his coat, which was scarlet trimmed with
broad gold lace, when Lord B.’s second stepped in to
unbutton his waistcoat, on which, with some indignation, -
his Grace replied, do you take me to be a person of so
little honour, as to defend my<clf by such hase means as
hiding a shield under my doublet. Gen. D’Lee desired
his excuse, adding, he was hound in honour to seé justice
to the cause he had ezpoused, S
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¢ The same ceremony passed upon his Lordship, who
had already pulled off his coat, which was erimson with
broad silver lace; and both the combatants being now
ready, Lord B. added, ¢ Now, if it please your %me,
come on,” when they instantly both stepped into the circle.
His Grace fired and missed, but Lord B., perhaps from
more experience, knew thay battles were seldom won by
hasty measures, deliberately levelled his, and wounded
his antagonist near the throat. They both discharged
again, when hi: Lordship reecived a slight wound in his
turn, on which they instantly drew their swords, and
mmpetuously c¢harged each other; rather each of them
meditating the death of his adveirsary than his own safety.
In the first or second thrust, Lord B. entangled the toe of
his pump in a tuft of grase, and evading a push from his
antagenist, fell on his right side, but supporting bimself
with the sword hand, by inconceivable dexterity sprung
backwards, and evaded the push apparently aimed at his
heart.

“ A little pause intervening here, his Grace's second pro-
posed to his Lordship a reconciliation; but the ardent thirst
after each other’s blood so overpowered the strongest
arguments of reason, that they insisted to execute each
other’s will, whatever mnight be the consequence. Nay,
the anger of kis Grace was raised to such a pitch of re-
venge, that he in that critical moment swore, if for the
{uture, either of the seconds interposed, he would make
his way through his body. 'Thus, after finding all remon-
stranees of saving them without effeet, the seconds retired
to their limited distance, and perhaps one of the most
extraordinary duels ensued, that the records of history can
produce, fairly disputed hand to hand. The parrying
f‘f‘mr this interval brought on a close lock, which Monsieur
_Barre{lx says, nothing but the key of the body can open.
Inv thxs position they stoed for, I dare say, a minute,
#ueving 1o sisengaze each other by successive wrenches
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in one of which his Grace’s sword peint got cntangled in
the guard of his Lerdship’s, which, in fact, his Lordshap
overlooked ; so that thjs disadvantage was recovered by
his Graee, before the consequence, which it might have
brought on was executed. At last in a very strong wrerch
on both sides, their swerds sprung from their hands ; his
Lordship’s flew six or seven yards apright.

“ This accident, however, did not retard the affair a
moment, but both seizing their thistles at the same time,
the duel was renewed with as much malevolence as ever.
By this time his Lordship had reccived a thrust through
the inner part of his sword arm, passing right forward o the
exterior part of his elbow, his, at the same time passing
a little over that of his antagonist, but alertly drawing back,
I think partly before his Grace had recovered his push,
run him through the body a little above the right pap. His
Lordship’s sword being thus engaged, nothing was left
for nis defence but a naked left arm, and his Grace being
in this dangerous situation, yet had fair play at almost
any part of his Lordship’s body; yet he bravely put by
several thrusts exactly levelled at his throat, till at last,
having two tingers cut off by defending the pushes, and the
rest mangled to a terrible degree, his Grace lodged his
sword one rib below his heart, and in this affecting con-
dition they both stood, without either being able to make
another push, and each of them, by this time, was in a
manner, covered with blood and gore, when both the
seconds stepped in, and begged they would consider their
situation, and the good of their future state; yet neither
would consent to part, until, by the greater loss-of blood,
which his Lordship sustained, in being first wounded, he
fell down senseless, but in such a position, that he drew
his sword out of his Grace’s body; but recovering him-
self a little hefore he was quite down, faultered forward,
and falling with his thigh across his sword, snapped it in
the middle.
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« His Grace observing that he was no longer capable of
defence, or sensible of danger, immediately broke his own,
and feil on his bedy with the deepest signs of concern, and
both expired before any assistance could be got, though
Dr. Fountain had orders from his Grace not to be out of
the way, in case he should be called upon that morning.
Thus fell these two gallant men, whose personal bravery
history can scarcely equal, and whose honour nothing but
such a cause could stain.”

This anecdote was signed by R. Deerhurst, who, it is
presumed, was his Grace’s second.

How afflictingly awful and full of sad reflection to the
feeling heart is this case of inhumanity and horror! It
would seem that man, even when the best educated, and
the most gifted with advantages of reason and civilization,
retains the latent rooted principle of depravity which
operates in consequences the most disastrous. How were
two brave men thus sacrificed to their imaginary wrongs,
cach of whom might have stood as a rampart in the
defence of his country !

The following melancholy story from a periodical
work published in this city, I thought so appropriate on
the subject of duelling, that I feel disposed to submit it
for the perusal of my readers :

“ Charles E , was the son of a reputable citizen of
Dublin ; he was well educated, and early in life succeeded
his father in the respectable employment of a tradesman.
On the demise of his father, the protection of his mother
and two sisters, devolved on Charles, whose amiable
manners and social virtues, endeared him not only to his
relations, but to an extensive circle of friends.

“Mr. E » soon felt his importance in society;
strongly impressed with sentiments of filial gratitude, he
cndecavoured to repay the kindness and affection of a mo-
ther, who had cherished his infancy, watched over his
vouth, and been his monitress in manhood. His sisters
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were the objects of fraternal affection; and he considered
himself in the two-fold character of their brother, and
protector. But notwithstanding the domestic tranquillity
of Charles, his heart languished for a still dearer inmate.
Miss F., the daughter of an opulent merchant, sup-
plied that deficiency; and a passion at once pure and
rational, conducted the lovers, with hearts throbhing in
unison, to the temple of Hymen. The marriage was pro-
ductive of felicity, and in seven years, four blooming chil-
dren crowned the hopes and wishes of their parents.
‘Success in business kept pace with domestic happiness, and
Charles was as remarkable for his probity as a tradesman,
as his conjugal, parental, filial, and fraternal virtue.
While we contemplate the enjoyments, and the steady
tenor of Mr. E.’s industrious and temperate life, with
the complacency ever excited by a prospect of moral or
natural beduty, we are animated with a generous wish,
that no unforeseen incident, may intervene between him
and felicity. ‘

¢ On the arrival of two friends from the north of Ireland,
they requested Mr. E. to accompany them through the
city, to which they were strangers. After a fatiguing
walk, they stepped into a coffee-house, as notorious for the
systematic gambling pursued there, as for the excellence
of its accommodations. While the three friends regaled
themselves, a tall, athletic young man, with a ferociovs
aspect, strode into the box where they sat, and calied for a
bottle of wine. He continued silent for some time, and
then followed up his first intrusion, by general dogmatic
assertions, in opposition to the sentiments of the friends.
His natural brutality was now stimulated by wine, and he
treated Mr. E. and his companions with the utmost inso-
lence, told them his name was *¥*¥, that he was a gentle-
man, and if any of them fhought themselves aggrieved,
they knew their remedy. Mr. E. whe sat next to the

y H :
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intruder, and to whom his discourse was particularly
divected, felt irritated and shocked. He beheld before
him a barbarian, eagerly bent on destruction; he was not
himself.a professed duellist, but he could not suppress his
resentment, while his heart dictated the necessity of his
avoiding a rencountre, that he might be able to continue his
protection to an aged mother, an amiable wife, and four in-
fant children. Indignant, however, at the insolence of
*#%_ he replied to his defiance, that his behaviour was the
very reverse of that of a gentleman, and he would look
upon him in no other light than that of an ill-mannered
intruder. Mr. *¥* started up, but was opposed by one
of Charles’s friends, a courageous young man, who,
although unacquainted with the laws of honour, was now
desirous of warding the danger from the head of his mar-
ried friend. But Mr. #** insisted that the quarrel was at
issue between him and Mr. .E.; ¢ when we have settled
our business,” said he, I will be at your service.”
There nov, remained no alternative, and the antagonists
engaged to meet at a particular spot in the Phenix Park,
at sun-rise next morning. Tie duellist then howed to
the triends, and !2ft the box.

¢“On his return home, Charles felt his heart tortured
with mournful emotions. Ie beheld his truly venerable
mother, his smiting wife, and prattling children, perhaps
for the last time. When his mother retired to rest,
Charles accompanied her to the chamber-door, and kissed
her hand, on which a vrecious tear of filial love fell as she
withdrew it: she was alarmed at the grief perceptible in
his countenance. - What is the matter, my son 3 exclaim-
ed the good mother; ¢has any misibrtune happened?’
¢ To-morrow, my dear parent,’ replicd he, ¢ I hope I shall
be able to cxplain the eause of my present inquictude.—
Good nig__ht!’ ¢ God bless and. protcet you, my son,’
said his mother, while her eyes ghistened with maternal
love.  Charles soon afterwards retiv d to bed, but not to

~
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repose, Thencertainty of the issue of a duel, filled his
mind with apprehension, not so much of the certainty of
personal danger, as the moral and domestic “evils resulting
from the murderous system of false honour. As a Chris-
tian, he had his scruples respecting the justice of the act,
and could not reconcile to his conscience the immorality of
snecting an individual in mortal econflict; but as a man, he
felt still more wretched ; the idea of a final separation from
a beloved consort, endeared by innumerable acts of kind-
ness, and forsaking four innocent children, of whom Le
was at once the father and protector, wrung his heart
with unutterable anguish. But Le must meet his anta-
gonist; and he beheld the glimmer of morning with hor-
ror. e hastily arose, dressed himself, and stealing
softly to the bed-side, beheld his beautecus Amelia, with
her youngest child, in sound repose ; for Auiclin, unlike
fashlonable mothers 'in Dublin, suckled her own offspring.
He bent over them, and gently impressed, perhaps for the
fasttime, a kiss onthe cheek of each. As he closed thie cham-
ber door, he heard his wife turn herself in the bed, the soungd
af her voice struck his ear, he heard her distinctly articulate
his nawe, and hurrying down stairs, he hastened into the
wireet, where he found one of his friends, and a hackney
<oach watting to cenyey him to the scene of cenibat.

« On gheir arrival, they found Mr., #*#%, with Lis watch
in hix hand, atiended by his second. ¢ I have heen waiting
impatiently for some minutes,” said he, ‘s I want to dis-
patch this business, having an-affair to transact with a lady,
swhen I have concluded this with a gentleman.” The par-
tics then went to the ground, where twelve paces were
measured with mathematical precision; they fired, but
without effect. Their scconds, as usual, now interposed ;
Mr. E. declared his willingness to be reconciled, but not
so the lowering Mr. *** who, with the malignant brow
of an assassin, exclaimed—¢ I am not satisfied, one of us
must kick the bucket; I would not give a damn for a duel

H 2
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without bloodshed! At the second fire, Mr. *** was
struck by a ball in the lower jaw, which disfigured his face,
and deprived him of speech; but his precision was still
more fatal, a pistol bullet pierced the warm and generous
bosom of E., who with eyes turned towards heaven, and
a querulous voice supplicating divine mercy, cxpired on
the spot. His body was conveyed to the lodgings of his
friend; but the fatal intelligence too soon reached home,
where an aged mother, an amiable widow, and four inno-
cent orphans, exhibited a mournful proof of the evils result-
ing from that sanguinary system of duelling, which has for
ages disgraced the civilization of Europe, and appeared
with circumstances of peculiar enormity in Ireland.™

¢ The hero who asserts his country’s cause,
Claims and receives unqualified applause.
The duellist devotes his life and fame,
And barters honour for an empty name.”
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CHAP. IV.

Author inlists in the 9th Regiment of Foot. Acquires a
knowledge of Discipline.  Suffers great privations by
means of a Non-commissioned O fficer who had charge of
him.  Desertions were meditated in conscquence of such
abuses; but through fear, the men forbore to take so rash
a step. Author much terrified at seeing a man flogged
for Desertion. Hon. Geo. Rawdon (brother to the Earl
of Moira) joins the Regiment. _Account of Major
Bolton.  Author by means of bad compary falls into
snares in Waterford. '

I nap now arrived at a remarkable epoch in my life;
since it was that which in a great measure gave a cast to its
future operations. It was on the 10th of August, 1773,
then in my 17th year, when being seduced to gam-
ing by some evil companions, with whom I thought-
lessly associated, I lost my little all. This juvenile stage
of existence is truly critical to both sexes. I orgetful of all
the moral lessons so anxiously inculcated in my mind by
my father, I was blind to my danger, and united with
those who became my corrupters, and worst enemies.
Afraid to return and tell my father ¢f my indiscretions,
who would have rebuked and forgiven me, I shrank
from my best hope, parental admonition, and formed the
resolution of entering for a soldier. Accordingly 1 went.
to one serjeant Jenkins, who kept a public house opposite
the lower barrack gate, and erlisted with him for the 9th
regiment of foot, which was then stationed in Waterford.
On the 24th I joined the regiment, and was put into the
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hands of a drill serjeant, and taught to walk and step out
like a soldier. This at first was a disagreeable task to me.
During twenty-one days I was thus drilled four hours
cach day. Ilowever, having at last rectified the most
prominent appearance of my awkwardness, I received a
set of accoutrements, an:! a firelock, and was marched
every morning from the barrack to the bowling green,
near the water-side, to he insiructed in the manual
excrelse.
¢ That instant he becomcs the serjeant’s care,

His pupil, and his torment, and his jest.

His awkward gait, his introverted toes,

Bent knees, round shoulders, and dejected looks,

Procure him many a curse,

Unapt to learn, and form’d of stubborn stuff ;

He yet by slow degrces puts off himself,

Grows conscious of a change, and likes it well :

He stands erect, his slouch becomes a walk ;

He steps right onward, martial in his air,

b8 4

His form and movement.

The most disagreeable days of a soldier, are these in
which he begins to learn his exercise. And it is seldom
that he entertains much regard for those who teach it him.
Hence the oftice of a drill serjeant, although onec of the
most important is not one of the mostthankful. Hower er.
without disparaging the soldier’s character (an offence of
which, I hope, I shall not be thought guilty). I must own
that some of the old drill-serjeants were unnecessarily, if
not wantonly severe. Indeed, to the honour, humanity,
and enlightencd policy of the Duke of York, is the army
much indebted in this particular. Some most salutary
alterations in the conduct of these officers towards the
young recruits have been enforced, by special command of
his Royal Highness, and the recruit is now taught, and
oiliged to learn his exercise. But he is taught it like a
man and a soldier.
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Soldiers deserve to be treated at all events as human
heings, and not beaten like beasts of burden ;i for cruelty is
not the best means of producing improvemetit of manners.
No doubt, the lash cannot always be withheld, but the
severe exercise or application of it to the back will sl
dom eradicate the inveterate vices of the mind depraved.
'Lerrible severity rather excites indignation than sorrcw
for faultsand offences. - The military mun, like the civil indi-
vidual, is won by generous treat:nent and humanity. %
great and good officer was heard to say, he knew a Captain
noted more for punctilio and the flippancy of his tongue,
than for ability, or the acquisitions becoming a military
gentleman, “ more famous (said the personage above
mentioned) for caning his company that storming half-
moons.” The anecdote adds, that he eommanded a ser-
jeant to pay him the proper respect, declaring with blas-
phemous imprecations, that unless he did so to his satis-
faction he would “make a devil of him.” The impious
and unofficer-like manner of his enforcing subordination,
did not intimidate the serjeant, who, kncwing he had not
offended, behaved with the becoming but respectful spirit
of asoldier; so much so, that the company in gencral re-
echoed the young officer’s expressien in ridicule of it, and
he himself found his situation so awkward that he left the
regiment. Thus it is, that a humane demeanour is pro-
per even for persons put in authority, and we may ohserve
on this subject, that David with his harp cured Saul,
and by the melody of his music banished the evil genius
that haunted him, when probably Balaam the prophet of
Moab might have failed to do so with all the power of
s curses.

¢« A Persian, humble servant of the sun,
Who, though devout, yet bigotry had none,
Hearing a Captain grave, in his address,

- With adjuratiens e¢v'ry word impress.
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Suppos’d the man a bishop, or at least

' God’sé{xame so much upon his lips, a priest;
Bow' . at the close with all his graceful airs, ~
And begg’d an int’rest in his frequent pray’rs.”

Swearing and cursing ought to be avoided as mishe-
coming educated and christian - officers, who, when they
descend to such vulgar impiety and gross profaneness, give
the most vicious and vile example to their inferiors, who
will be found to imitate them in their worst vices, rather
than their virtuous accomplishments. Cannot officers
issue their orders withoiit affronting the King of kings,
and defying that Omnipotence by which kings rule, and
princes decree justice. It is notorious, that officers who
generously leave alone severity as much as possible, and
foul abuse, are the best attended to and admired by the
men, who, when they are obliged to become severe, as must
be the case sometimes, obtain the excellent credit due
to their usual good nature.

Matters changed with me much for the better when I
joined my regiment, as far as regarded my personal feel-
ings, but I had to experience other sufferings. I was put
into a mess with a number of recruits. The non-commis-
sioned officer who had us in charge received our pay every
Saturday, and squandered the greater part of it in paying
the expences of his weekly score at the public house, by
which means, we had to subsist upon a very scanty allow-
ance, although at that time, provisions were very cheap
in Waterford. We often complained in private among
ourselves, but whenever we remonstrated with him he
menaced us with confinement in the guard-house, and such
was our inexperience, and apprchension of being punished
by his interference against us, that we submitted in silence.
If we had boldly stated our grievances to the officer com-
manding, we most certainly had been redressed. No
doubt such an efivci would have resulied from our com-
plaints properly made. However, it is certain, that

-
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officers in commidnd cannot' be too vigilatit in their inspec-

 tions to-detect the commission of frauds and breaches of

7

ftust in this way. Unless they take special, constan care,
they leave avenues for the fraudulent to cffectuate their
unjust purpeses; whereby it must happen that the sel-
diey will be distressed in an’ extraordinary degree. What
attuchnient cain’ men have to the aimy, if they are deprived
of a part of their pay, and perceive their appomféd sub-
sistence plundered from’ them by :ome audacious’ peeula-
tor, but one step above theméelves? Such aboniinable
treatmienit carfnot fiil to render the service in gerieral odious’
to the privates, who, if thug disgusted and goaded, will take
oppoi'tumtles‘ to desert, and' w 111 be ever msubordmate
THese pernicious and  disgraceful frauds have bcen
geénerally owing' to tle indolence or caprice of tlie officer
comminding, who from carelessness, or 1]1-pladed confi-
dernice, forbore to inguire and inspect how the mén were
actually served; but the like negligence and’ imiproper
reliance on individuals are highly culpable, and put the
blame entirely at the door of him, wlose imperious dufy
it is to have all thihgs conducted in right ordet, and with
strict justice. An anécdote appropriate in pursuing this
subject, is told of Lewis XIV, which was highly credit-
able to that Sovereign. As the Monarch entered one of
the towns of France, his attention was arrested by two sol-
diers, wlio, pursuant to the sentence of a court-martial,
for desertion, were led out for esccution. His Majesty
having proceeded to the spot, the soldiers besought the
interposition of the royal mercy to save them. Inquiring
the cause of their condemnation, he turned te them, say-
mg “ What moved you to leave my service? were you’
paid?” They-answered, that fair and regular paymerits
were not made to them, and that in consequence they .
deserted. The Potentate immediately made i inquiry, and
finding that the men had reason to complain of fraudulent
dealings in the matter of their pay, he forthwith pardoned
' I
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them, and also- cashiered the officers by wlhose connivanee
or neglect_the peculation took place, while he tore their
commissions with his own hand, and ordered their swords
to be broken in his presence. This act ought to stand on.
record to. admonish officers in command, and presiding on.
courts-martial, how they ought to dispense justice, when
men are so ill treated and defrauded by low individuals,
who, from becoming favourites with their superiors, com-
mit abuses sometimes with impunity.

Such ill usage actually proved so oppressive, and nearly
intolerable to a party of our men, who were driven almost
to abandon the service, that several of them, from
continued. extortion, and the hardship ewing to it,
actually conspired together to desert. Happily, however,_
for them, after proceeding some <hort way in pursuance of
their plot, they were induced, from apprehension: of "the
danger attending such rashness, or probably from the
reviving energy of loyal motives, to return in time, before
their intention of quitting the regiment could be known.
This salutary determination perlraps was suggested by the
confinement of a deserter at that time who had to underge-
the sentence of a court-martial. The party alluded to,
no doubt dreaded, that if they acted rashly as they at first
intended, a similar puni-lunent might soon await. them-
selves. However, on the day subsequent to their return-
ing to the barrack, after resolving to resume their military
duaties, the unfortunate man who deserted was taken out
for punishment, attended by the entire regiment.

This was the first man I saw flogged.. Being at
that time (as L have already observed) only seventeen
years of age, wnh all the warm youthful emotions operat-
ing within me, the spectacle made a lasting impression on
my mind. I well remembes; during the mﬂlctlon of his
punishment, I cried like a child.

'The non-commissioned officer who had the cllarfre of
us, boo'an to be fearful lest his conduct should be made
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known to the Captain of the company. He spent less of
‘our pay, and of consequence, we were much better pro-
vided. Ilowever, he still kept us on very unfair allow-
ance. Indeed it would almost have been impossible for
. e to have supported life with any degree of comfort,
bhad it not been, that I was employed by a serjeant and
his wife to teach their son writing and arithmetic. These
‘people were very kind to me, frequently inviting me to
‘their table ; and paying ‘me beside. I had also plenty of
writing to do for the various 'serjeants and corporals, in
making out their reports, &c. ‘'kese employments placed
me above that starvation which my unfortunate comrades
were compelled to endure. IPowever incredible, it is a
{act, that merely ‘through fear of this man we endured all
this framd, without making that representation which must
have ffectually relieved us: for cur commanding officer,
Major Bolton, being strictly just as well as humane, would
%ave severely punished any uon-commissivned officer,
{ound guilty of defrauding the men.

The author cherishes an interest for the honoured ne-
aory of this gentleman, of whom the realer may be
inclined to reccive some particular account.

Major Bolton was ‘born in the city of Publin, com-
menced lis militarylife very young, and served with abi-
lity in the years 1759,1769, 1761, and 1762. le held the
rank of captain in ‘the ‘9th regime'nt of foot, for seventeen
years before ‘he obtained a majority. Ilaving fought
under him in Canadia, during the -entire campaign of 1776,
I had opportunities of witnessing his gallantry and worth.
About the end of that year he was promoted to the Lieut.
‘Colonelcy of the 8th foot, at that time on service in Detroit
and Niagra; and having taken the command accordingly,
he was as usual, distinguished for spirit, talent, and the
uttachment of the men. Soon after his being appointed
Colone!, lamented by the army and all who knew him,
fie was unfortunately drowned in the lakes while coming

12
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down to Montreal. Too much could net be said in praise
of Col. Boltgn, estippating him in his profession or in
society. With gqll the intrepidity and ardour of the mili-
tary character, he possessed the most honourable mind and
benevolent heart. On the accasion of punishing a man
for desertion, of whichi I hefore gave some account, the
Major attended hy the officers of the regiment, came to see
the sentence of law-martial enforced. After the thind
drummer inflicted his twenty-five lashes, (i. e. when the
offending soldier had received seventy-five,) Major Bolton,
without addressing either the swrgeon or officers in atiend-
ance, advanced, evidently much affected, to the halberts,
in a compassionate manner expostulated wi-h the man con-
cerning the maguitude of his offence, aud afterward ordered
him to be taken down, remitting the remainder of the
intended punishment, on the- soldier’s promise of future
good conduct. Such severe inflictions were unusual when-
ever he commanded: he avoided flogging the men as
much as possible, and only resorted to it for thosc great
crimes which required extraordinary coercion. l'or the
common breaches of the military laws and duties, he used
to send them some hours of the day to drill, sometimes
making them wear the regimental coat turned inside out,
in order to exhibit them as examples of ill behaviour and
cisgrace, They were moreaver prevented from going on
any command, or mounting the principal guards. On
some occasions he confined the ill conducted soldier to his
barrack room, or the guard-house, and when his offence
deserved it, the man was condemned to the black-hole,
and at times obliged to live on bread and water. In short,
his mode of weating the men shewed them his unceasing
Hrictness in preserving order and discipline, as also his
fine fuclings and dispassionate motives.

In refleciing on Major Bolton’s honourable career, and
his manner of Leeping his men correct and obedient, the
reader will casily be led to entertain a more favourable
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thought of military command, than probably he before
received from hearsay, or the reports of passing ob-
servers. Lndividuals are a good deal possessed with an
ill founded idea of the army, thinking that mercy and
humanity arc abandoned by those who maintain the go-
vernment of it. On this interesting subject I shall have
occasion to speak more in explanation, for the purpose of
undeceiving persons who may take wrong impressions.
Laws in general, whether civil or martial, are made, not
against the well-conducted, but the guilty, and it belongs
to me, who know from my own experience and observation,
to insist that the needful coercions, which must be applied
for ordering and disciplining our soldiery, are truly ex-
cellent in principle, while in their operation they produce
the most salutary effects. They, as it were, mould the
man for duty and propriety, in general—they form not
merely good soldiers, but good citizens and subjects to
benefit the commonwealth. This I have always en-
deavoured to jnculcate since I ceased to serve as a military
man. For the space of twenty-six years, during which
have been laboriously employed in the business of a
school-master, I have ever given it as my opinion to parents
who were charged with idle and ill behaved children, that
sending them into some of our marching regiments, would
probably school them better than if their friends expended
large sums of money to cducate thom at home. In the truth
and justice of such an argument, I think myself borne out
by a variety, of instanees: numhers as well as myself can
bear testimony to it. There are many worthy members of
the community who are ready to confess, that serving in
his Majesty's armies took them from vicious courses to the.
paths of virtue and religion. Ifwe look around us at
the world, it will be generally granted: that the army
furnishes a most excellent cstablishment to reform and
regulate the lives of heedless, headstrong, and froward
young men, too far gone in wickedness, ta be cducated by

L}
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school-masters, and capable merely of taming in the mili-
tary life by the unyiclding strength of discipline, and the
necessary passive obedience which in all cases the soldier’s
duty demands.

To some it may seem that the author in his regards for
the army, is desirous of »aving too much for the service.
He is sensible, that from the manner in which its levies are
made up, it cannot but have many bad members. Aware of
this disadvantage, he i also well assured that several indi-
‘viduals, whose lives and conduct were altogether objec-
tionable, insensibly improved by the mecessary round of
duty and discipline, an.l moieover, are remarkable for sub-
ordination and obcdient behaviourin general ; so much so
that they are often entirely changed in nmnd and manners,
as if they were not the same beings. Thus the salatary

“restraints and strict submission which the military economy

demand, gradually prove effectual to render a considerable
part of the soldiery not only moral, but truly pious. Such
1s the author’s argument for the army ; and he is confident
it is not exaggeraied, becausc it is proved by many living
‘witnesses.

Officers commanding know how to appreciate such a desi-
rable amendment of morals among the men; for it not only
originatesand preserves good order and saves punishmentsin
the regiment, but generates a well founded fortitude whith
meither peril or privations can extinguish. Of this, Gen.
O’Hara, under whom the author served in America, was
certain. When he had the government of Gibralter in
1792, complaints being made against parties of men in
the garrison, whose usage it was to assemble every evening
to pray, and exhort each other in a religious manner; in-
stead of encouraging the complainants, the General observ-
€d, “ Let them alone: 1 wish there were twenty for every one
of them, and then we should havefewer courts-martial in the
garrison than we have.” While in America, General
¥ Huara was remarkable for holding courts-martial on the
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brigade of guards which he commanded, and he had no-
ticed the orderly and correct conduct of the men who were
known to be religious. He therefore spoke from his own
knowledge of such soldiers, who were patterns in point of
behaviour and discipline.  Discipline, it is teue, will not.
unassisted, amend the.mind and furnish the understanding.
- In Turkey and Russia the man might learn his exereise,,
and do his duty as a soldier without being able to impgove
himself in principle and virtue. It may be so in some
measure among- ourselves ; but, notwithstanding the vice
and immorality of society, they who avoid irregular habits
will have many opportunities and incentives te acquire
good opinions and cherish right motives. Such ideas wilk
operate in good fruits, and thus regular habits have more
efficacy than people are aware of. At present it is certain
that numbers of the privates in our regiments, to whom
the military line proved the path of improvement, arc
ornaments to human life. Numbers of our soldiers are
conspicuous not only for general propriety, but leading
truly christian lives. Of this the British soldiery on the
Continent and in Great Britain and Ireland give abundant
evidence. And the author is happy to say, that several of’
the youth, whose early education he superintended, are
verving with credit in the army; and some of them, owing
to their talents and excellfent conduct, are preferred as
commissioned officers.

While our regiment continued as I before described,
commanded by Major Bolton (in 1774) the [Ion. George
Rawdon, brother to the Earl of Moira, joined i, and was
appointed to the command of our company. He was then a-
promising young officer, and served afterward with distin-
guished credit under General Burgoyne, until the surrender- -
of our army at Saratoga. At my return from North
America, he was Major in a marching regiment quartered
in Dublin, and recognized me with that urbanity and ami-
ahle attention, for which his family by all ranks are admired.
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Major Rawdon soon afier died of a fever, greatly regretied
by his acquaintance:

The biographist who is governed by truth has sometimes
a very painful task to perform : he has to narrate ‘circum-
stances which he eould wish never to have happened ; or
having occurred, to have their remembrance for ever
buried from human observation.

During our stay at Waterford I fell into many irregula-
rities. But whatever excuse might be made for me and
my companions, from the peculation by which we suffered,
as also our youth and inexperience, the real cause lay
deeper; we were all alike aliens to God—breakers of his
laws—and slighters, if not open contemners of his ordi-
nances. I thank heaven, those days of transgression are
long since gone by; and, I humbly hope, are forgiven:
but even now, when I reflect on the actions of niy life while
quartered in Waterford, the remembrance fills my mind
with the deepest sorrow. ’

¢¢ Hear the just law—the judgment of the skies !
Ie that hates truth shall be the dupe of lies :
And he that wil/ be cheated to the last,
Delusions, strong as hell, shall bind him fast.
But, if the wand’rer his mistake discern,
Judge his own ways, and sigh fora return, .
Bewilder’d once, must he bewail his loss
For ever and for ever ? No—the cross !
There, and there only, though the deist rave,
There, and there only, is the power to save,
There, no delusive hope invites déspair R
No mock’ry meets you, no deception there.
The spells and charms, that blinded you before,
All vanish there, and fascinate no more,
I'am no preacher, let this hint suffice-—
The cross, once seen, isdeath to ev’ry vice :
Else He that hung there suffer’d all his pain,
Bled, groan’d, and agoniz’d, and died, in vain.”’
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CHAP. V.

The duthor marches with his Regiment for the North of
Ireland. Is quartcred at Downpatrick.  Ordered to
Saintfield. Dissipation of the pritates there. Monsieur
Picrre Viaud and Madame la Coulure’s cxtraordinary

- Narrative, as certified by Licutenant Swectman. Con-
cluding Obsercvations thercon.

'IN the month of May, 1774, we received the route for
the North of Ireland, and marched for our destination
accordingly. The company to which I belonged was
quartered in the town of Downpatrick. A few days after
our arrival there, T was ordered on command in an offi-
cer’s detachment, to the town of Saintfield, ten miles dis-
tant from Belfast. Here a circumstance occurred, which
though it may appear uninteresting to many, should not
pass in silence ; because it became dangerous and detri-
mental to myself at the time, and giving it a place in this
publication may prove a mean of cautioning and dissuad-
ing men in the army, and the various avocations of life,
from perilous and depraving diversions. It is somewhere
well observed, that ¢ happy is he who takes care and
pursues a right path; by marking the dangers and errors
of othets.” " In this way it will not be amiss for me to ob-
servé that, having by this time associated myself with card-
playing ‘comipanions, I commenced a professed gambler;
and so ardent was my passion for gaming that by my
losses at cards, I often brought myself into great
difficulties.
' K
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Card-playing is often attended, no doubt, with danger-
ous consequences, when the mind becomes enamoured of
the game. The winner proceeds with ideas of avarice,
and the loser to recover his losses, and even where money
is not risked, asa diversion, playing at cards administers
to idleness and dissipation.

¢ Cards are superfluous, with all the tricks
That idlencss has ever yet contriv’d,
To fill the void of an unfurnish’d brain,
To palliate dullness, and give time a shove.”

When I look back at my unguarded and dissipated
conduct at that period, I am obliged to pause and bless a
kind Providence that I did not, from the precipice on
which I then stood, fall into open disgrace and ruin.
To supply the expences of playing, the privates sold their
necessarics and squandered their pay. Many did even
worse ; and it is rcally matter of wonder, how they evaded
detection, when the officers inspected and reviewed the
state of their necessarics. On such occasions they fre-
quently borrowed shirts, shoes, stockings, and other arti-
cles of regimental appointment from their comrades, who
happened to be absent on guard, while the inspection and
scrutiny took place. In this manner they frequently
cluded strict examination. Once, an affair occurred,
which, had it been detected, would have deservedly ex-
posed the individual to severe punishment. It was as
follows: it is notorious that soldiers in most quarters, can
without difficulty find wives; but in the north of Ireland,
wherever the regiment was stationed, young women’
appeared to have a predilection for our men, and it being
expected that we would shortly be sent to serve in America,
the commanding officer issued a general order to prevent
them from marrying without a written permission, signed
by the ofticers of the company or detachment; and even
the ministers of the place were desired not to selemnize
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the marriages of soldiers without consulting the officers,
and having such military licenses, asbut a few young wo-
nen could be taken on board when the regiment embarked
for foreign service. While this prevention was enforced,
a soldier belonging to our detachment made a contract,
and despairing of obtaining permission to marry, he pre-
vailed on ancther to counterfeit the signature of his officer.
The curate of the place was imposed on, and the soldier
was married. And although Lieutenant Sweetman, who
commanded at Saintfield endeavoured to find out the
person who counterfeited his name, the man escaped an
exposure; the consequence of which would have been
attended with certain and just punishment.

I have adduced this circumstance, as a lesson of advice
to young soldiers, placed under strict and necessarily
severe subordination to serve as an antidote against sncur-
ring the strong penalties of martial law, by committing
crimes, which when proved, even the common and statute
law punishes as capital offences.

Whether or not Lieutenant Sweetman scrutinized in so
strict a manner as he might, I cannot determine. Proba-
bly he was not displeased in his not baving occasion to
punish an individual in a wmanner sufficient to terrify
others from committing such a transgression. Had it heen
ascertained, punishment of course could not have been
avoided. 'The name and character of Lieutenant Sweet-
man, however, recalls to my memory the narrative of
Monsieur Pierre Viaud, who came on shore at Pensacola,
in the year 1766, while the Lieutcnant commanded at
that post. Monsieur Viaud’s story was often related by -
Lieutenant Sweetman previously to its publication, which
came into my hands some years back, and it is altogether
so extraordinary, that I have reason to think it will con-
tribute to the amusement and surprize of my readers. The
narrative throughout ahounds with such uncommon inci-
dent and adventure, that I think it right to submit the

K 2
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substance of it, as also extracts of the most interesting
parts in Monsieur Viaud's words.

In February 1765, M. Viaud sailed from Bourdeaux
in the ship L’Amiable Suzette, and arrived at St. Do-
mingo after a safe voyage. Intending to return to France
he accepted a proposal of partnership for a venture home
with a Monsieur Desclau. In prosecution of which agree-
ment they hired a brigantine called the Tyger, commanded
by a Monsieur Couture, which was freighted by the pariies,
and on the 2d of January, 1766, they embarked sixteen in
number, viz. the captain, his wife and son, the vessel’s
mate and nine sailors, Messieurs Desclau and Viaud and a
negro slave. They proceeded from the road of St. Louis,
steering in the direction of the bay of Jeremiah, a port
lying north of Cape Marie, where they touched and stop-
ped a day. 'Thence they turned their course toward
Little Goave, and sustained a gale, by which they were in
danger of shipwreck on the Cayes Mittes. Stopping
three days at Little Goave, they set sail for Louisiana, but
they were taken by adverse winds during the entire course.
On the 26th of January, they had a view of the Isle of
Pines, situate towards the west of Cuba, which the cap-
tain mistook for Cape St. Anthony. Monsieur Viaud took
the elevation, and found the captain. was in error, but
could not convince him of his sad mistake, until the ship
drove among the rocks. In this unfortunate aberration,
the vessel sprang a leak and with difficulty doubled Cape
St. Anthony. The crew lost all confidence in the captain,
and turned their anxious expectations of being rescued
from their perilous situation by the knowledge and exer-
tions of Monsicur Viaud, who tock charge of the ship, and
endeavoured by lightening her to keep her from sinking.
It being found impossible to get the better of the leaks,
they stood in for the Mobille, the nearest land. The
shi.ftiug gale made this effort hopeless, and they strove ta
gain' Pensacola. In this attempt they also failed, and
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were left without any destination, fearing to be swallowed
every moment by the agitated ocean. In this dreadful
manner, tempest-tost, they were driven from the 12th to
the 16th February, when they struck on a ledge of rocks
about two leagues from land, and the vessel was so da-
maged by violent shocks that her stern opened, and ex-
posed them to the most horrible alarms. Unexpectedly
they arrived within gun-shot of the shore, but the over-
setting of the vessel on her larboard side, was near prov-
ing fatal to most of them ; however, those that were cast
into the sea recovered the ship. In this crisis of peril
three sailors took the desperate resolution of attempting
the shore in a wretched boat which they launch-d secretly,
and were some distance from the vessel hefore they had
heen perceived by the suffering party they left to envy their
escape. On the next morning, after having passed a night
of trembling anxiety between horror and hope, they saw
the rising sun, and, after offering their thanksgivings and
prayers to- that Being whom the raging sca obeys, they
enjoyed a sensible consolation at the storm’s subsiding,
which enabled a resolute sailor to swim ashore, in order to
refit the crazy boat, and take it back to the ship.

Monsieur Viaud observes on this awful occasion—¢ We
saw the boat launched into the <ea. It approached the
vessel. How is it possible to describe the trai-port of the
crew ? It was cxpressed by shrieks, by tears, and mutual
embraces. This extacy however, was quickly over, and
took anotier turn when it came to the point of embarking.
The boat was but small, it could not contain above a third
part of our number; we could not attempt to embark all
at once, without sinking it. Every one was scnsible of
the difliculty, but no one would consent to wait for a se-
cond passage, the fear of some accident happening to pre-
vent a return, and the terror of lying another night
exposed on the hulk, made every one ohstinate for being
taken in the first.
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¢ Those who had brought the boat to us called out to
me, insisting that I should take advantage of this first
opportunity, as they feared it would not be in their power
to make two returns more ; which expression being heard
by the rest excited new outcries, and desperate resolves in
each to rush into the skiff’ all at once. I raised my voice
above the rest, and entreated silence for a moment.
¢ Your clamours, your violences, (said I) but hurt your-
selves, and retard your own safety. We are all lost, if you
persist in going altogether, let us then determine the first
passengers by lot; let us submit our fate to this impartial
decision ; and, to convince those who may be left behind,
that hope still remains with me, I will stay with them
myself, and promise to he the last person that shall quit
the vessel.” This resolution surprised and silenced them ;
they consented to the proposition, and one of the sailors
happening to have a parcel of cards in his pocket, they
were made use of to determine the chances. Of the
eleven of us that were sticking to the vessel four were
taken in, and were delivered safe on land by the other
four, who returned immediately for to carry away its coms
pliment of four more.

“ While they were coming towards us, I happened to
perceive the stern of our vessel so loosened by the shock of
the waves, that by the help of Monsieur Desclau and my
negroe, I separated it entirely. This wreck appeared to
me as good as a canoe, to carry us ashore; Monsieur
Desclau being of the same opinion, we ventured upon it
directly accompanied by the negroe, when the other four
took boat, and happily arrived at the same point of land
a short time after them.

“The inexpressible transport we were sensible of upon
being thus far safely delivered, can betterbe imagined than
described. The oysters that we happily found on the
coast furnished us with a truly delicious repast, as the
total privation of food we had sustained so- ong before
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gave them a pecular relish. We rejoiced in our present
gituation, and passed a peaceable night in a profound sleep,
uninterrupted by disagreeable ideas about our furthet
deliverance, which served to recruit our strength and
spirits. The next day we awoke also with the same satis-
faction, but it was not of long continuance.”

The mate died in consequence of continued fatigue,
and the tremendous dangers they encountered, and after
burying him in his clothes, Monsieur Viaud went on
hoard the wreck to regain some articles of value and use.
He succeeded in getting a quantity of gun-powder, fire-
locks, blankets, and biscuits, and was hailed by the greet-
ings of his fellow-sufferers ashore. On the 22d February,
as the party were asleep early in the morning, one of them
awaking, perceived five natives, whom his fears inade
him magnify into a multitude. The little party terrified
were about running into the woods, but on the remon-
strance of Monsieur Viaud, they remained to meet those
savages. Their chief said his name was Antonio, and that
he resided at St. Mark’s, in the Apalachian mountains.
He was ac¢companied by his mother, sister, wife, and
nephew, and agreed to conduct the party to St. Marks,
which, by his account was distant but ten leagues.
In this matter however, as they afterwards found, the
savage, who otherwise deceived their expectations, misin-
formed them of the distance. On the 24th they freighted
his canoe with as much of their effects as it could hold,
and six of the party embarked in it, Monsieur Viaud
pledging himself by a promise to send back Antonio to
fetch the remaining people. Monsieur Viaud, after being
landed in another island nearer the American mainland,
or continent, with some difficulty prevailed with the savage
to return for his friends who stopped bchind. On the 28th
February they all met again, being fourtesn in number,
and endeared by their terrible misfortunes as one family
together. Anxious as they were to be carried to the



80 LAMB'S MCMOIR.

continent, and having but an ounce of biscuit cach a day
to subsist on, the savage became aversc to comply with
their entreatics, until by bribes, and somewhat of com-
pulsory means, they at length succceded with him to
embark pursuant to his promise at first.

On the 5th of March, Messrs. Viaud and Coutme,
Madame La Couture and son (a boy of sixteen years,
who surprisingly withstood a continuation of almost unex-
ampled hardships,) Monsieur Desclau, and the negro,
cmbarked once more. Antonio and his wife bore them
company, and left their three Indian friends with the
eight individuals who stopped in the island. The savage
(although at sailing he informed them, that in two days
they would arrive at their destination,) took them from
one island to another of the groupe of islets which lie
contiguous to the main of America, by which sailing about,
their sufferings were encreased ; being worn with fatigue,
and a scanty allowance of bad provisions. In this wretched
plight it occurred to Monsieur Viaud that they ought to
dispatch the treacherous Indian, who evidently meditated
their destruction, and he communicated his design aceord-
ingly to his companions ; but they from motives of huma-
nity dissuaded him from entertaining it. They were now
abandoned by the Indian, and almost spent with weariness -
and want of subsistence, while they waded fromislet to islet,
often in danger of drowning in the straits between, and
prolonging a woeful existence by eating some oysters
which they picked up on the sands. Reduced to despera- -
tion, on the 22d March they recollected, that in a neigh- -
bouring island lay an old canoe, which if repaired, might -
ferry them to the continent, and they accordingly went to
make trial of it. After exhausting their enfeebled efforts,
they found the canoc so loose and leaky, that they could
not expect to sail in it with safety. However, despairing
of any other conveyance, they determined to make the
attempt with it, and, in this forlorn hope of reaching
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St. Marks, it was resolved to leave Madame La Couture,
her son, and the negro, until a sound boat could be sent
back from the Continent to convey them there. In this
miserable emergency, Monsieur Viaud goes on to conclude
his uncommon story as follows :— '

- € On the 29th March, at sun-rise, we set our canoe afloat,
said nur prayers, and embarked : but we felt the plank we
#tood upon bend under our feet; our weight sunk the boat
too low for safety, and we soon perceived the water be-
ginning to spring through its sides. These appearances
deprived me of all manner of hope; in short, I stepped
on shore, and peremptorily declined the voyage. Mons.
La Couture pressed me to return, and made a jest of my
apprehensions. My solicitations and arguments were to
him of no effect ; he still persisted in his purpose to ha-
zard the voyage, and Monsieur Desclau departed with
him. I remained on the strand looking after them while
they continued in sight; I saw them procced with great
difficulty, and turn round a little island that was not far
from our own, which soon prevented me from seecing any
more of them.

« We remained now but four persons in the whole
island, and I bad the care alone of providing for the
safety and subsistance of us all. Six days had passed
since the departure of Monsieur La Couture and Desclau.

'Tired to the last degree with my wretched situation, and
knowing of a sad certainty, that I had no one but myseclf
now to expect any relief from towards extricating us out
of our deplorable circumstances, a thought occurred
strongly to my mind one morning, that I might possibly
be able to collect sufficient materials together on the island,
capable of floating us over some calm day or other to the
Continent. I instantly communicated my purpose to
Madame La Couture, who seemed transported at the
thought, and who immediately surmounting the natural
feebleness of her sex, which her misfortunes had augmented,

L
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set her hand to the business with amazing vigour and
spirit. The tough rind of those trees which I had directgd
La Couture to strip, served us to bind the timber together ;
but as we did not think those ligatures strong enough to-
trust to on our voyage, ] made Madame La Couture cut
up one of our blankets into strings for the purpose. My
negroe brought me several pieces of smaller and more
pliant branches, with which we interwove the grosser
timber, and my raft was completed about noon. I then
set up a stick in the middle of it, which I fastened as well
as I could, to serve for a mast, to which I tied a blanket
by way of sail ; and then broke up our stockings, to form
the thread into cordage, to shift it as the wind might vary.
These lesser matters employed us for the rest of that day,
when we finished the work, even to the fixing a small piece
of timber behind, by way of rudder.

“T'he next morning 1 went to awaken young La Cou-
ture to embark with us. I called him, but he made no
reply ; I took hold of his hand, to shake him from his.
slumber, but found him cold as marble, without movement
or sensation. [ concluded him to be dead for some mi-
nutes ; but feeling his naked breast, I perceived his heart
was still beating, though with a feeble pulse. - Madame
La Couture cane just at that instant; she fell into a
swoon by his side, which I thought weuld have put an end
to her life. IHer son at length began to recover; but there
was no thizking of setting out on their voyage this day ;
both the mother and son were too ill and weak to attempt
it, as their deaths appeared to be the immediate conse-
quence. S

¢ Ilay awake that whole night by his side, watching to
lend him any assistance he might stand in need of.
About break of day he ivuud Limself growing worse; and
I had the precaution to keep his mother at a considerable
distance from him, that she might not see him in his last
agonies. . The young man exerting all his strength, spoke
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4o me thus; ¢ Let me advise you to he gone; take the
-advantage of the present moment, and the raft you have
prepared ; if that should be lost, you have no other means
-of relief. Leave me what provisions you can spare; i
heaven should yet lend me life a little longer, I may want
them.” I applauded his fortitude, and left him all the
necessaries I could. I then went to take charge of his
‘mother, whom I awaked, with some difficulty. ¢Madame,’
said I hastily, ¢we must be gone; a moment’s delay may
be irreparable.” ¢ Ah,’ cried she, ¢my son is no more!
my hushand dead!—all, all is lost!?” I led her imme-
diately to our raft, to which she made net the least
resistance.

“ It was on the 19th.of April that we left the island;
and after twelve hours sail, happily .reached the Continent,
without the least accident, or inconvenicnce, except that
of labour and fatigue. We forsook the rafi, after having
Aaken out eur provisions, blankets, and cordage.

“ At noon next day, we began-our journey, tending
-easterly, in hopes of gettingto 8t. Marks, in the Appa-
lachian mountains. Having continued our journey for two
or three days, we hecame so.languid with hunger, that i
began to entertain :the thought of murdering my negre.
At length rising wp with precipitation, and scizing -
knotty staff, which I-used to walk with on my marches,
I ran at the wretched victim, who .was then lying asleep,
and with a sort of fury struck him on the head with all the
force that my reduced strength could .enable me to do.
dle awakened at the blow, and my uplifted arm, now
-trembling, refused to repeat the stroke. The unhappy
wretch, recovering himself soon, had risen upon his knees,
and joining his hands together, with a terrified look-and
.dismayed accent, cried out, ¢Have mercy on me! Oh,
-spare my life.” For the space of two minutes d stood mo-
tionless, without power to speak or resolve ; but, at length,
rage and hunger stifled the voice of pity; and thus

L2
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distracted I fell upon the m:iserable wretch, pressing him
to the ground, and tying his hands-behind his back, called
out to Madame la Couture to assist me in this barbarous
execution. She came readily on the summons, and keep-
ing down his head, while 1 lay along the rest of his body,
I drew out my knife, and striking it deep into his throat,
soon put an end to all further strife. As soon as aur pile
was lighted, I cut off the negroe’s head, and fastened it to
the end of a stick, turned and roasted it betfore the fire:
but our impatience did not suffer us to wait tile 1t was
quite done : for we began to devourit when it was hitle
more than warmed through. Afler several davs, |
became very weal and ill. and was lying stretched befere
the fire, when T was roused from my mortal doze by some
shrill voices, which awakened my attention. Perhaps,
thought I, the persons I hear are sailiny on the sea, and
bound to some distant coast. 1 thought of everv possible
method of rendering myself visible : I happened to per-
ceive a long branch of a tree within my reach, which I
made use of to raise my cap upon, to which I fastened a
part of the petticoat that my companion in misery had lent
me ; and this kind of floating ensign was at last happily
taken notice of by the persons who were in the vessel ;
which I soon perceived, by the sudden shout they set up,
and by their quitting their former course, and steering in
directly to the shore. I immediately stuck my perch into the
ground, that they might not lose sight of the signal, and
Ly the assistance of my companion, went towards the
strand. The boat at length arrived to shore, the crew
landed, and came up to us; the excess of my joy in seeing
them so near me, had like to have been fatal to me. A
cup of taffia, which they poured down my throat, revived
my spirits, and enabled me to express my gratitude, and

to acquaint them in a few words of the miseries of my
shmation,
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“Qur guests informed us that they were English, the
principal of whom was un officer of infantry, in the service
of his Britannic Majesty, whose name was Wright.*
The nextday, by sun-rise, we embarked. When I had
got into the hoat, I resigned myself entirely to repose, as
having now no other care upon my mind, and Mr. Wright
thought of putting an end to his expedition. We ar-
rived at an island after about twelve hours sail, with a
favourable gale; and I recollected it to he the island
whence Madame La Couture and I had departed together,
and where her son had been left to expire. I prevailed
on Mr. Wright to suffer us to sail round the island, while
the soldiers were exerting the utmost stretch of their lungs,
in the hallooing and calling out La Couture, at frequent
intervals; but no answer was returned. However, a
messenger being sent on shore, returned to us, in about
half a quarter of an hour, with the report that he had seen
the body, and found it dead. I now requested leave to
go on shore and inter the body,

“ When we all came to the place where the young man
lay stretched out at length on the ground, with his face
to the earth; his skin was all parched with the sun and

PYYVIVFYFIIETVFYIYS

* When Mr. Wright (who certified and signed Monsieur
Viaud’s Narrative with his name, in order to attest its authen.
ticity) met that gentleman and Madame Couture, after their
amazing preservation, they had some of the negroe’s flesh
remaining, and that officer used to observe, that the appearance
and smell of it proved disgusting and offensive to him, in a
degree which he could not attempt to describe, During the
American war Lieutenant Wright, in consequence of his activity
and knowledge of the country, was appointed by General
Bu.rgqyne to serve in a company of rangers. In my Journal of
Occurrences during that war, (sec pages 153and 175,) I gave
an account of the death of this meritorious officer, who lost his
life at the battle of Bennington. b
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wind; he sent forth a putrid smell, like a body that had
lain too long unburied ; and the worms had already taken
possession of his legs and thighs. In fine, he was become
an object offensive to the senses, and shocking to huma-
nity. I kneeled dewn in prayer while the soldiers were
digging his grave, which, when it was finished, they
came to take the body and lay it in. But what was their
surprise, miine, and his mother’s, when one of the men who
liad laid his hand under his breast, in order to raise him
»ui), cried out that he felt him still warm, and perceived lus
heart vet in motion; and I saw one of his legs, at the same
time, draw itself up assocn as another of the soldiers put
his hand to it! On the instant we all of us exerted our
utmost endeavours to render him every manner of assist-
ance in our power: we forced some taffia, mixed with
fresh water, down his tlwoat, and made use of the same
lotion to wash and cleanse the svounds in his limbs, from
which we picked out-a great namber.of worms, which had
formed their nests there, and were ‘devouring him piece-
meal. At length Mr. Wright ran to acquaint us that the
woung man had been recovered to his senses; that he had
-opened his cves, wept much, staring at the strange faces
he saw about him, he asked where his mother was; and
what became of me also> When we appeared hefore him,
he knew us'both at once. W had him then carried on
board the boat, where I laid him down upon some of the
soldiers’ clothes, which they were so humane to lend us :
T covered him over with a blanket, and stretched myself
close by his couch, in order to take care of him, during
the voyage. His mother lay on the other side, and I had
infinite trouble in defending him from her extravagant
fondness and fatiguing caresses.

“On the 8th day of May we all happily arrived at
Pensacola. [ remained thirty days in the fort, and, hav-
ing {t]t my heaith so far restored, as to need nothing
more than time and vegimen to confirm it, I resolved to

)
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quit my happy asylum, as an opportunity just thew hap.!
pened, which I was advised of before hand, and which F
resolved to take the advantage of. Here I took leave of
Madame La Couture, whose son’s health was not vet in
a state to undertake the veyage. Ilanded at St. Augustin,
June 13; the ship anchored on the bar, and the piloi’s
boat carried me on shore, where a corporal received and
conducted me before Mr. Grant, the Governor of the
garrison.

“I staid with Mr. Grant till the 2Ist of July, when
I departed for New York. This benevolent man sent for
the Captain of the ship, to come to him ; and, after giving
me into his charge, with the warmest recommendations of
friendship, paid him before-hand for my passage, and
ordered every accommodation aboard that might be neces-
sary either for my use, ease, or convenience; to which he
added a portmanteau, filled with clothes and linen, which
were a great comfort and refreshment to ‘me. After
fourteen days’ sail I arrived at New York, on the 3d of
August.”

However extraordinary this narrative may be, I have
no reason to doubt of its verity. The reader will doubt-
less make his own commeuts cun it. It abounds with
awful and surprising incident:, vhich mark the evident
path of an interposing Providence in human affairs, and
ought to inspire us with a reliance theveon, even in dark
and dangerous scenes. There is, however, one thing
which cannot be perused without great emotion of mind,
viz. the sacrifice of the faithful negroe slave, in compliance
with the desperate arguments of hunger. Monsieur Viaud
himself was often heard to declare, that the memory of it
haunted and rendered him always unhappy ; for he could
not fail to recollect it with the acutest feelings of remorse.
In reading the relation, and considering the conclusion of
Monsieur Viaud’s sufferings, we have to regret, that when
he sacrificed his negroe at the close of them, he was not
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Jess hopeless. Even his continued misfortunes, during whicli
he was so long endued with strength, and some precarious
subsistance to bear, after gaining a footing on the Ame-
rican continent, ought to have fortified him with religious
expectation of timely relief from that Being, who, often
as by miracle affords effectual help in the severest trials,
and afflicting events of this troublesome life. It is from
such events, that the human mind derives its firmest foun-
dation of confidence. Happy are they who consider them-
selves, amidst all perils, under the care of that guardian
arm which will order all things in the best manner, and
over-rule them to their temporal and eternal welfare. It
is under the influence of such dispositions that we may
exclaim in the sublime language of the great Christian
moralist :—

¢ Cling there, and o’er wreck’d nature’s ruins smile,
Whilst vile apostates tremble in a calm,”
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CHAP. VI

Author returns with his Regiment to Dublin. Is made
Corporal by Lord Ligonier, the Colonel. New Exercise.
Account of Lord Harrington. Slate of Newgale Jail
at that time, and of the City Watch. Anrecdote of
Monsieur Sartine, Lieutenant of Police at Paris. Re-
JSlections on Military Justice, &c. Author embarks for
North America.  Stations of the Infaniry force of the
British Army at that period.

IN the beginning of the year 1775, our regiment was
ordered for Dublin duty, and Lord Ligonier, the colonel,
arrived from England to inspect and take the command of
it. His Lordship was gencrous, humane, and, from the
excellency of his mind, and the affability of his manners,
was greatly beloved by the men in general. Some time
after his having joined the regiment, I was by him pro--
moted to be a corporal, and sent among several other
non-commissioned officers to be instructed in the new
excrcise which shortly before had been introduced by
General Sir William Howe. It consisted of a set of ma-
neeuvres for light infantry, and was ordered by his Majesty
to be practised in the different regiments. T'o make trial
of this excellent mode of discipline for light troops, and
render it general without delay, seven companies were
assembled at Salisbury in the summer of 1774. His Ma-
jesty himself went to Salisbury to see them, and was much
pleased with their utility, and the manner of their execu-
tion. The mancuvres were chiefly intended for woody
and intricate districts, with which North America akounds,

M '
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where an army cannot aci in line. The light infantry
manceuvres made use of at present are different from those
of Sir William Howe, which were done from the centre of
battalions, grand divisions, and sub-divisions, by double
Indian files. They were six in number, and well adapted
for the service in America. Our regiment was instructed
in them by the 33d, at that time quartered in Dublin, and
commanded by Lord Cornwallis. The 83d was in a high
state of appointment, and exccedingly well disciplined, by
that able disciplinarian Colonel Webster, of whose cha-
racter and death I gave a correct account in my Journal of
the American War, (see page 305). I never witnessed
any regiment that excelled it in discipline and nulitary
appearance. - 'I'he men mounted guard ina superior style.
}ach centinel, during the two hours he remained on his
post, continued always in motion, and could not walk less
than seven miles in that time. The soldier was ever alert
and alive in attention; when on duty—all eye—all ear.
Liven in the centry-box, which the centinal never entered
unless when it rained, he was not allowed to keep the
palm of his hand carelessly on the muzzle of his firelock,
which, if the piece were loaded, was considered dangerous,
and always an awkward attitude for the soldier. This
soldierly character they always maintained while they
served In North America, The Royal Welch fuzileers
were brigaded with the 85d during the entire of the cam-
paign in South Carolina; both regiments were well
united togeiher, and furnished an example for cleanliness,
wartial spirit, and good behaviour. This in a great mea-
sure was owing to the care and attention of their Colonels,
vwho were unremitting in trying to make their men excel in
discipline, duty, and gencral propriety of conduct. In
cficeting this military excelence of our Brigade, Colonel
(now General) Neshit Balfour, who commanded the Royal
Welch fuzileers, deserved great credit, and when he was
removed to the important situation of Commandant at
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Charlestown, the men sustained a loss; for it should be
mentioried to” hiz honour as an officer, that during his'
short stay with us, the regiment was much improved
much so, that we were not in any thing infericr to ‘the 3.5d
It is here not unworthy of remark to obwerve, that both in
war and peace, the state of the regiment in every military
point of view, and even in good morals, depends on the
exertion and ability of the officer commanding, by whom
the men are kept regular, steady, vigilant, and active in all
cases.’

On this subject, asa disciplinarian and experienced officer,
Lord Hérrinoton, at present Commander in Chief in this
country, déserves notice, particularly for his intreduction
of the new exercise. When it was introduced by General
Sir William Howe, his Lordship (then Lord Petersho-n)
commanded one of the companies detached to Salisbury,
for his Majesty’s inspection, and preparatory to the general
practice of it, and his Lordship’s exertions contributed to
give it the deserved extension and cffect. A brief sketch
of this distinguished Nobleman’s character cannot but be
gratifying to gentlemen of his own profession, and no
doubt to every class of readers.

Although Earl Harrington’s ability and efforts to ac-
complish himself in the military line, might have raised
any individual to rank and honours, his Lordship had not
the strong inducements which stimulate numbers, to make
him proceed with ardour in the soldier’s career. If he
were disposed to lead a life of tranquillity at home, a title
and opulent means by family inheritance awaited him.
But with such high advantages, he inherited also from his
ancestry a martial spirit. “His father was a General, com-
manded in the old horse guards, and during the late king’s
reign was Secretary of State, and in the year 1747, was
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. In 1770, his Lordship hegan
to serve as Ensign in the foot guards; in 1774, he obtained
a Captaincy in the 29th infantry; in 1776, embarked for

M2
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North America, where he was constantly and actively
employed in the 29th regiment in Canada, as also in the
whole of the difficult campaign, and the arduous encounters
of General Burgoyne with the American armies,* He
acted as aid-de-camp to that able commander, who ppr.
ticularly noticed his talents and services, and was favoured
with the intimacy of all the General officers, and the friend-
ship of Brigadier General Frazer, who freq.ufantly said,
that Lord Petersham was one of the most promising young
officers in the service at that trying time.  After the sur-
render at Saratoga, his Lordship was sent home with
General Burgoyne’s dispatches, and to give his Majesty
information respecting American affairs. Soon after his
arrival from North America, ke purchased a company in
the foot guards, and in 1779, on the decease of his father,
succeeded to hjs present title, Iis Lordship sometime
after married his lady, then Miss Flemming, daughter and
co-heiress of Sir Michael Flemming, Bart. with a large
fortune. IHer Ladyship, who always ranked in the
higlest circles as a patiern, not merely of engaging manners,
but the most amiable and virtuous life, has been leng
honoured with the esteem and confidence of the present
queen. Although his Lordship in the bloom of youth
was thus favoured by Providence with the choicest blessings
in this world, such enjoyments could not keep him in the lap
of dignified privacy and peace. TI'rance now meditating
the invasion of the British' West India Islands, and new
regiments to serve in them being raised, Earl Harrington
received the cominand of one, and sailed with it as Lieut.
Colonel Commandant for Jamaica. In this dangerous
expedition he was accomnparied by Lady Harrington, who
eould not be deterred from going, by the various perilous
circumstances attending it, on the ocean; and in latitudes
destructive to European constitutions, with the Divine aid,

¥ Sce Journal of the Amcrican War, page 138,
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her constant attention to his Lordship when his health was
injured in a tropical climate, became an excellent mean of
preserving his valuable life. Before he was disabled by
loss of health he greatly assisted Major Gen. Sir Archibald.
Campbell, the Governor of the island, to model and make
up his troops there in an efficient inanner, and was made
a Brigadier General, with the command of the flank com-
panies of all the regiments. His great exertions reduced
him to a state of debility, which obliged himself and his
Lady to return to England, where he met a gracious
reception from his Sovereign, who appointed him one of
his aid-du-camps ; and, on the death of General Calcraft,
Colonel of the sixty-fifth foot. With this regiment he
came to serve in Ireland, and had the command of the
garrison in Dublin during the administration of the Duke
of Rutland, when General David Dundas subiitted his
plan of discipline, which his Lord-hip approved of, and
tricd it with the sixty-fifth, by which this cclebrated
system of “tactics at first obtained attentjon, until it has
been suceessfully brought into universal use in his Ma-
jesty’s army. In 1785, his Lordship’s regiment being
ordered to America, he returned to Lngland, and had
some leisure for domestic avocations. Ile was not, how-
ever, inattentive to the duties of his honourable profession;
he read much, and took every occasion to introduce good
order and uselul arrangements into the scrvice in general,
The present military sword was first introduced by
Lord Iarrington, adopted hy his Roval Highness, the
Duke of York, in the Coldstream regiment, and now by
his }{ajesty's order is used in all the regiments. On the
demise of Lieutenant General Lvelyn, his Lordship got
the command of his old favourite regiment the 2Sth: into
which with joy he was received by his carly asscciates,
whom he acconpanied in the hard fought battles under
General Burgoyne. In 1792, his Majesty conferred on
him the Caloncley of the life-guards, with the goid siiek,



91 LAMB’'S MEMOIR.

an office which kept him near the-royal person at all times,

Previous to this, Earl Harrington had the credit of being

an able infantry officer, but he soen shewed that his talents .
were not confined to a particular kind of service. In 1793,

his Lordship was raised to be a Major General. During

the campaigns of his Highness the Duke of York on the

Continent, he solicited to serve there; but his place of
gold stick detained him at court. Subsequently his Lord-

ship was promoted Gencral and Privy Counsellor, and

latterly raised to the chief command of the forces in

Ireland.

No doubt Earl Harrington is indebted to his family for-
tunes, and the smiles of his Sovereign for prosperity and
preferment; but it must be allowed that his merits and
talents deserved success in an eminent degree. His abi-
lities and virtues were sufficient to originate that nobility
which he derived from his father, and which he dignified
additionally by his rare endowments and laudable actions.

In the summary of his character, the Author of the Mar-
tial Biography deservedly observes, ¢ His Lordship affords
a remarkable example of friendship, charity, and humanity.-
He has never failed in his attachment and assjstance to his old
friends, who, by unforeseen events have required his relief.
Numerous'are the instances of his public and private cha-
rities ; the indigent widow and orphan have often partook
of lis bounty. In every regiment he has commanded, his
attention and humanity to the sick among the troops,
their wives and children have been almost unprecedented.”

After I had acquired a knowledge of the new discipline
from the non-commissioned officers of the 33d regiment, T
was appointed to take charge of a squad of our regiment,
and ¢xecuted that important and laborious task to the
best of my abilitv. The constant attendance and habit
of exercise is almost every thing in the soldier’s life ; and
1t is indeed surprising to sce how soon an awkward young
man becomes well disciplined, performs his evolutions
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with a neat agility, and handles his arms with a graceful
dexterity. In the acquisition of these soldierly requisites,
the drill-serjeant of course, is chiefly instrumental ; and
therefore his unceasing industry and faithfulness are indis-
pensable. In performing the necessary business of the
drill, I was constant and careful ; by which activity and
usefulness I obtained- the good-will and esteem of my
officers, particularly of Colonel Taylor,” who commanded
at that time the 9th regiment, and also of Major Bolton,
who ever afterwards while he stopped with the regiment
befriended me. My employment of drilling the men did not
preclude me from the performance of other duties. I
mounted guard in turn, and at one time, in 1775, was ap-
pointed for the Newgate guard. At that time-the Jail of
Newgate was a small mean building, and in no degree
suited to the respectability of a great city. Itstood on the
scite of ground now denominated Corn-market, a short
distance from High-street, and contiguous to Thomas-
street. It happened in the range of my duty, to have the
command of a guard there, upon a Saturday, when a cri-
minal, pursuant to the sentence of the law, was to be taken
from the prison to he hung at Gallows-green, at that time
the usual place of similar "executions. On this occasion
considerable crowds collected in the adjoining streets and
lanes, which, considering the local situation of the jail,
proved inconvenient and very alarming to the guard.
The mob assembled in such numbers that the narrow and
confined arch leading into Thomas-street,: was completely
filled with people; and having but twelve men, a corporal
and myself, I apprehended a rescue, as I could not confide-
much in the assistance of the city watchmen; they being in
general infirm and altogether unfit for. that severe and dan-
gerous duty, which must occasionally devolve on the peace
officers and body of the police. It isindeed necessary in
cities to have an efficient police establishment, particularly
in a land of freedom like ours, where the civil power cught
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to be armed with every encrgy and constitutional strength :
as otherwise the constitution itself provides a military
corrective, severe no doubt but indispensible, when the
law cannot controul and extinguish the spirit of outrage,
and that revolt from good order and public peace, which
even inthe best regulated states, more or less remains latent
in the insubordinate mind. It is not too much to remark,
that at the period I am noticing, Ireland in general, and
Dublin in particular, somewhat suftered, in leaving the
civil power too much unarmed, and of course exposed to
those seditious risings which partially disturbed the inte-
rior of the island, and at different times menaced Dublin
itself, when disaffected multitudes used to rush forth from
the Libertics and suburhs, interrupt the parliament’s sitting,
and even defy the military. 'I'his partial appearance and
effort of sedition very justly awakened the legislature and
government to provide the police protection, which at pre-
sent so well secures the tranquillity of the city ; and allow
me to add also, which made the duty 1 had to do on the
day of a criminal’s execution, to which I alluded, as peri-
lous as when I had to fight in a foreign country, and when
hundreds of my fellow combatants fell beside me. The
awful business of executions is now better ordered, by
baving them in the front of the jails, which, even for
the purpose of public exposure, answers as well as
before to terrify the wicked from proceeding to commit
the crimes they compass in their guilty intentions.—
However, I disposed of my little guard as cautiously and.
ably as I could ; and the High Sheriffs of the city behaved
with such circumspection and spirit on the occasion, that
the mob was overawed, and the criminal’s cart moved
through High-street without any molestation being offered
to the watch, who then always attended on such occasions,
or making it necessary for the guard to fire, as it was sus-
pected at first we would be under the necessity of doing.
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Considering the inefficient body of watch which at that
time took charge of Dublin, it was, no doubt, imprudent,
if not unsafe, to use them a$ guards at the execution of
criminals. Such a usage is for many years very properly
discontinued, and in every point of consideration the police
of the city has been of late puton a footing of strength
and vigilance to answer all the purposes for which such
establishments are kept up. The useful activity of the
London police is generally allowed and extolled, and the
police of Paris was probably never equalled, at least never
surpassed for the prevention of crime and outrage, by
means of its suprising vigilant exertions. Mr. Colquhoun,
in his Treatise on the Police of London, relates the follow-
ing anecdote illustrative of what is here urged, which can-
not fail to entertain the reader. It happened during the
old monarchy, and was related to Mr. Colquhoun, by a

“foreign minister who then resided at the French court.

« A merchant of high respectability in Bourdeaux, had
occasion to visit the metropolis upon commercial business,
carrying with him, bills and money to a very large amount.
On his arrival at the gates of Paris, a genteel looking man
opened the door of his carriage, and addressed him to this
effect:— Sir, I have been waiting for you some time;
according to my notes you were to arrive at this time ; and
your person, your carriage, and your portmanteau, exactly
answering the description I hold in my hand, you will per-
mit me to have the honour of conducting you to Monsieur
de Sartine.” The gentleman, astonished and alarmed at
this interception, and still more so at hearing the name of
the Lieutenant of the Police mentioned, demanded to
know what Monsieur de Sartinc wanted with him ; adding,
at the same time, that he never had committed any offence
against the laws, and that he could have no right to inter-
cept or detain him. The messenger declared himself
perfectly ignorant of the cause of the detention ; stating, at
the same time, that when he had conducted him to

: N
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Monsieur de Sartine, he should have executed his orders,
which were merely ministerial.  After some further expla-

nations, the gentleman permitted the officer to conduct
him accordmn]y

« Monsieur de Sartine reccived him with great polite
ness ; and after requesting him to be seated, to his great
astonishment he described his portmanteau; and told him
the exact sum of bills and specie which he had brought-
with him to Paris, and where he was to lodge, his usual
time of going to bed, and a mumber of ofher cir cumstances,
which thc genthan conceived could only be known to
himself. Monsicur de Sartine having thus excited atten-
tion, put this extraordinary question to him. ¢ Sir, are
you a man of courage: The gentleman still more
astonished at the singularity of such an interrogatory,
demanded the reasons why he put such a strange question,
adding, at the same time, that no nran ever doubted his
courage. Monsieur de Sartine replied, ¢Sir, you areto
be robbed and murdered this night !—If you are a man of
courage you must go to your hotel, and retire to rest at the
usual hour; but be careful that you do not fall asleep;
neither will it be proper for you to look under the bed,
or in any of the closets which are in your bed-chamber,
(which he accurately described,) you must place yoyr port~
manteau in its usual place, near your bed, and discover. no
suspicion:—Leave what remains to me. I, however,
vou do not feel your courage sufiicient to bear you out,
I will procure a person to personate you, and go to bed:in
vour stead.” The gentleman being convinced in the course
of the conversation, that Monsieur de Sartine’s intelligence
was accurate in every particular, he refused to be person-
ated, and formed an immediate resolution, literally. to
follow the directions he had received ; he accordingly went
to hed at his usual hour, which was eleven o’clock. At
half past twelve, (the time mentioned by Monsieur de
Sartine) the door of his bed-chamber burst open, and
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#wee men entered with a ddrk lantern, daggers, and
pistels. The gentlemaii, who of course was aw ake, per-
ceived one of them to e his own servant. They rifled
fiis portraanteau undisturbed, and. seitled the plan for
putting Lim to death. The gentlemau fle'lrmv all thls,
4nd not knowing by what means he was to be rescued, it
anay be natarally supposed, was under great perturbation
of mind during such an awful interval of suspense ; when
at the moment the villains were preparing to commit
the horrid deed, four police officers, acting under Mon-
sieur de Sartine’s orders, who were concea]cd in  the
room, rushed out and seized the offenders with the pro-
perty in their possession, and just about to commit
murder. The conscquence was, that the perpetration of
the atrocious deed was prevented. and sufficient evidence
obtained to convict the offenders.” ‘ »
When the French Revolution ruined the old monarchy,
arid removed the salutary restraints and solid regulations
of civil life, the strict scrutiny and general conservation
which had been so well supplied by the police at Paris,
was.no longer maintained ; and of consequence licentious-
ness, disorder and outrage prevailed, with almost uni-
versal impunity. Such dreadful evils were the imme-
diate direful effects of anarchy issuing like some moun-
tain torrent through the downfall of the executive power,
the silence of the laws, and the abandonment of old
established: usages, in the safe and sacred observance of
which the vital stability and popular benefit of every
commonwealth consists. The truth of this observation
will find an echo in the breast of every individual who
gave attention to the recital of the horrid vicissitudes
acgompanymg the sangumar_y factions, that obtained
short-lived reigns of terror in France, until hy means of
Napoleon's sceptre the present arbitrary order of things
acquired a stable footing. Without pretending to form
any cstimate of this new and amazing empire in Europe,

N 2
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it must be allowed that even anterior to it, it was found
necessary to reproduce a good deal of the old regimen
and systems which had been abolished, and pronounced
the engines and means of monarchical abuse before, and
of course the conduct of the French people at and since
the fall of the late momarchy, must serve as a lesson of
warning to the world, in estimating and reforming the
governments and powers that be. However, the authors
and promoters of the Revolution found it necessary to
break the civil and religious ties which caused the frame
and establishments of society to be reverenced and kept
inviolate. When the waves of strife began to subside,
and order was in the progress of rising in some sort from
the revolutionary chaos, laws and religion were gradually
called back, for it became expedient to restore the Courts
of Justice and the altars of Worship to the people. It
had been the policy of anarchy to shut or convert to
improper and profane uses, these justly honoured and
hallowed edifices, which even Indians and Africans use
for the purposes of safety and piety. How terrible there-
fore is the temper of anarchy in its want of wisdom and
pursuit of vengeance' It is wilder in its plans of govern-
ment, and wo'se in violence than the rude economy of
savage life in the woods of America. In the year 1803,
Tafter four days’ searching for religious books in Paris,
but one bible was dlscovered and, although the reading
of that divine volume might have been a good deal
denied to the multitude of the French nation, yet it is
certain there was no such lack of bibles previous to the
revolution, and therefore we must conclude that the
sacred writings were industriously destroyed in the career
of its outrage. This circumstance was ascertained by a
deputation from the Missionary Bible Society of London,
sent to France in the year alluded to, and they had the
consolation of being well receiv ed and satisfied in ﬁndmo'
that a religious spirit was in the progress of encourawe-
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ment beyond their expectations. One bookseller applied
for 1500 copies of the Scriptures, which he said he could
dispose of without delay, and it was found that the people
in general were eager to procure copies of the Old and
New Testaments, without confining themselves to the
editions acknowledged and allowed by the Church of
Rome. The following extract from a periodical publica-
tion will further illustrate the barbarous and impious
behaviour of the revolutionists :—

¢ According to the report of the Prefect of the Police
at Paris, to the Grand Judge, during the last republican
year, ending September 23, 1803, four hundred and ninety
men, and one hundred and sixty-seven women have com-
mitted suicide at Paris; eighty-one men and sixty-nine
women have been murdered, of whom fifty-five men,
and fifty-two women were foreigners, strangers, or have
not been owned. Six hundred and forty-four divorces
have taken place. One hundred and fifty-five murderers
have been executed. Twelve hundred and ten persons
have been condemned to the gallies, to the pillory, or to
chains ; sixteen hundred and twenty-six to hard labour,
to longer or shorter imprisonment.  Sixty-four have been
marked with hot irons. Amongst the criminals executed,
were seven fathers, who had poisoned their children ; ten
husbands who had murdered their wives ; six wives who
had poisoned their husbands, and fifteen children who
had poisoned, or otherwise destroyed their parents.
During the same period, twelve thousund and scventy-
six public women, or street-walkers, have been registered,
and have paid for the protection of the police. Fifteen
hundred and fifty-two kept mistresses are noted and known
at the Prefecture of Police; and three hundred and eight
pﬂblic brothels have been privileged and licensed by
the Police Prefect at Paris. Since the war with England,
of four hundred and seventy privileged gambling houses,
one hundred and twenty have been shut up, and the
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revenues of the Consular Government, from the republican
lotteries, are three millions, (120,000 sterling) less the
three last six months than the six months preceding. The
account adds, that the two latter deficits are occasioned
by the absence of the English.”

My observing on the state of the Irish metropelis in
times past gave me occasion to contrast the them and pre-
sent police establishments, and also induced me to remarlk
upon the police of a foreign nation at different epochs
of is fortunes and empire. In these estimates it is con-
soling to know, that in this most important matter our
own government has provided the best improvement and
every degree of security which public and private safety
can require. I mentioned the peril of even keeping the
guard at Newgate in 1775, and the mere mention of such
insecurity of the city at that time cannot fail to excite some
surprise, and to afford much satisfaction to the reflecting
mind at present.

A circumstance which happened at another time of my
mounting guard at the jail will shew what daring at-
tempts used to be then made, and also the severe respon-
sihility which attached to the guard on such a duty.
It was afterwards found:that a culprit named Cunningham,
a noted highwayman, conspired with some other pri-
soners to escape from confinement on this night, but
whether it was that their plan was not enough matured,
or that they feared the guard, they postponed the me-
ditated' attempt until the next night. Unfortunately for
the serjeant who relieved me, they succeeded in the fol-
lowing manner. On the stairs was a door leading down
to-the hall, in which were two apartments, one used as
a tap-room; and the other occupied by a man called
Meaghan, who was employed in the two-fold capacity of
turnkey and hangman. The door on the stairs, when
locked; secured all the prisoners, but an usuage was
permitted, viz. te indulge two or three prisoners together,
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to regale in the tap-room, if they were supplied with
money to pay for the refreshments they called for. It
was a custom with the confined then as well as now, to
beg from people passing the jail, by making loud ap-
peals to the pity of individuals, and letting down a bag
through the grated windows to receive alms; and the
collections thus acquired afforded a fund for the expendi-
ture of the tap-room, at least to some of the culprits.
The use of the tap-room suggested to the fertile inven-
tion of the culprit Cunningham a scheme which he con-
certed with two others. Having contrived to saw their
iron bolts nearly through, Cunningham accompanied by
one of them, asked for leave to go and take punch before
the door on the stairs was finally closed for the night.
Leave given, they proceeded to the room, asked for spirits,
and while his comrade discoursed with the centinel, who
had but a bayonet on his post, Cunningham broke off’ his
bolts, and knocked the soldier down. The turnkey’s
wife (her husband lying sick of a fever in the room
adjoining) rushed in on hearing the noise, and was seized
by Cunningham, and his associate who strove to force the
keys from her. After a struggle, which she resisted for
nearly half an hour, before they could take the key of the
door on the stairs, they admitted their companion down
through the door which they then locked, and next pro-
ceeded to oblige the turnkey’s wife to give the remain-
ing key. The weman, although severely beaten and
bruised continued to refuse, and made the most astonish-
ing resistance. She endeavoured, with calling aloud, to
alarm the guard, fastened the key in her clothes, which
she did not let go until some of the joints of her fingers
were broken, and she had been much injured from the
blows she received, and was at last left entirely exhausted.
By this time the guard from the. cries of the woman, were
alarmed and drawn up before the outer door, which
(notwithstanding the obstacle of an iron chain fastened
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diagonally across, and other strong precautions) they
unlocked, and what was more amazing, effected their
escape in the face of the guard, by running away through
'I'owns Arch without being at all maimed, or receiving the
slightest wound. This most extraordinary success of
ruffian hardihood, no doubt emboldened Cunningham to
resume his career of robbery on the roads; by which he
put himself in the way of being again imprisoned, and
making that capital atonement with his guilty life to
often offended justice, which sooner or later is generally
found to be the catastrophe of such incorrigible and
inhuman offenders.

The escaping of the prisoners proved disgraceful to the
serjeant on duty, who together with his guard, was
confined for it. I felt a cordial satisfaction, when I
reflected that this jail-breaking conspiracy was intended
to take place on the day before, when I mounted guard.
But it did not make that impression of thankfulness on
me which it ought.

I was again seduced into habits of dissipation and idle-
ness, which gradually proved instrumental in rendering
me less esteemed by my officers, who, previously were
induced in consequence of my gencrally correct behaviour
to think well of me.

The private soldier’s and non-commissioned officer’s
good name and moral character are most precious to him,
they constitute his best property, they often, it is noto-
rious, recommend him to that honourable preferment and
rank in the army, which the sons of the nobility and
gentry purchase with money ; and thus station and fortune -
in the service are sometimes obtained by humble meri-
torious men, who otherwise must have for ever remained
in poverty. Atall events the soldier of regulated life and
exertion in doing his duty, will be noticed and approved
of by his officers, in furtherance of that discipline and
subordination, without which armies could not subsist,
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or be kept together. 'The well-behaved men in pursuance
of such objects, cannot fail to be encouraged, and at times
promoted by their superiors; and thus the soldier in the
ranks is led to cherish a principle of virtue and honour.
Honour and virtue are names which some of my readers
may consider too high for a private or non-commissioned
officer, but it will be granted by individuals acquainted
with the laudable economy which maintains and organizes
his majesty’s forces, that it is very properly attempted to
inspire the soldiery through all the gradations of the
army with an ardent spirit of propriety and self-estimation.
This consciousness of fidelity and manly dignity, awakens
and cherishes ingenuous sentiments in the breasts of indi-
viduals, which neither danger nor difficulty can subdue.
Thus while much dissipation and evil practice follow and
flow about the army, from the uneducated life and the
thousand temptations which present themselves to the
numbers who fill its regiments, it furnishes a good school
for members who belong to it, in rendering them rcgular,
obedient, and well disposed in general. To effectuate
such great purposes, it necessarily applies remedies both
severe and salutary, coercion and conciliation ! Individuals
taken from the lowest classes, who unfortunately, many
of them, have been habituated to wicked courses, must
be muck controuled and sometimes severely punished, in
order to bring them into the strict line of subordination,
and supply them with other and better minds and man-
ners. Thus very often the most ill-behaved, who have
been found unfit to live in civil society from their vices,
after serving some years as soldiers, have been made
correct observers of every obligation which attaches to
human beings, and after retiring from the military
life, have become useful, industrious, and even pious
members of the community. Such is often the happy
change which takes place in some of the worst individuals
from.military service. '

0
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Tle laws provided for the forces are enacted in sagacity
and pradence. While the greatest punishment can be -
flicted, if unhappily needful for example, a merciful lati-
tude of discretion is given to the officers in the finding
and enforcing of sentences, and it is well known that the
officers of the army (although of course from the usages
of war, acquainted with death and devastation in all
their torrors) are usually possessed of the most generous
and humane dispositions. Men, who, in the late unhappy .
partial rebellion which disturbed and disgraced our native
cowitry, had been tried in a summary manner by courts
or juries of military gentlcmen, have been heard to de-
clare that they expericnced the fairest trials, and obtained
the benefits of our inimitable code of jurisprudence and
law from the equitalile tenderness of his Majesty’s officers. -
If such liberality and equity could be observed while
sedition lifted it torch, and the rage of rebels committed
outrages which an honest Irishman would fondly consign
to oblivion fo‘r' ever, what must be the military judge’s
mind in triing a man, whom the habits- of his honourable
profession makes him look on even at the bar of offended
majesty and justice, as his brother in some degree, be-
holding before him one who accompanies him in the field
of battle, where fortitude, and that faithful partnership
which puts by the distinctions and punctilios of civil life, .
builds up a relationship disinterested and durable! It is
from such a noble principle that the military judse makes
his decision, and to this estimable principle the love which
soldiers bear to their officers, as well as the necessary
order of the army is ascribable. And if] in some instances,
soldiers become objects of punishment, it seldom is resorted
to but when every other mode of reformation fails.

I was seized with severe sickness in January, 1776;

-and heing sent iuto the general military hospital in

James'-street, (at present used as barracks). I was dis-
abled to march with our regiment on its receiving the

\
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route to proceed to Cork and embark for North America.
I was the only soldier of the 9th obliged to stop behind
in Dublin. The departure of the regiment was a source
of regret, which made me anxious for health and strength
to follow and embark with it for the American Continent.
On the 3d of March, 1776, I thought myself enough
recovered to leave the hospital, as 1 did, and without
loss of time waited on Sir William Montgomery, our
army agent, in Mary-street. Ifere I was informed, that
the regiment was supposed to be on its voyage, and it was
recommended to me to join the additional cowpany be-
longing to us, employed in Lngland on the recruiting
service. My relations were urgent with. me to go and
stop with the recruiting parties, in order to detain me
from the dangers of foreign service. But I considered
that remaining alcof from it in a season of warfare did
not consist with the spirit and manhood of a soldier.
I resolved that I would not sit down indulging myself in
the sunshine of peace and inactivity in the British islands,
while my brethren and friends in arms were in the pro-
gress of fighting the battles of their king and country on
distant shores. At all events I determined te repair to
the Cove of Cork, and sail if possible, along with our
regiment. In the event of my arrivfng too late to do so,
I was purposed to take my passage in some ship bound to
Quebec, that I might have an opportunity of partaking
in the honourable dangers which my fellow-soldiers had
to undertake. While I was about leaving Dublin, a
recruit for the regiment from Downpatrick was sent by
our army agent, that I might take charge of him. I was
glad at finding an additional man for our ranks, and, he
being in the need of clothes and other necessaries, I
furnished him as well as I was able, and also advanced
him a fortnight’s pay, knowing 1 should be refunded
whatever I thus gave him. I found a place to lodge
him at night, desiring him to have every thing prey ired
‘ 02 :
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next day for our intended journey to Cork. I called on
the morning following, but lo! our unfledged hero was
flown. I was angry, and anxious that he should not
have any cause to plume himself by running the old
soldier so much to my expense, I put up placards in the
most public parts of the city, advertising the deserter,
and minutely describing his person, age, and every par-
ticular whereby I thought he might be taken. And I
had the satisfaction to be instrumental in his apprehen-
sion; which wus effected soon after on the Drogheda
road, from whence he was sent under a guard of soldiers
to the Cove of Cork, in time to embark with our men to
America. ‘
After making arrangements to arrest our run-away
recruit, on the Gth of March, 1776, I took a mournful
farewell of my fond parents and friends in Dublin. The
scene of parting between humble but virtuous parents
and the child of their affections, going on such a destina-
tion as I was then about to pursue, awakens sharp sensa-
tions which search the soul, and seem to strain the ties
of our naturc! A poor father beholds his beloved offspring
going from his lowly roof (probably never to return)
and most sensibly laments that want of competence which
might keep his youthful fomily to prop his old age
at home. The son himself (although his spirit is buoyant
on the wings of expectation, and his foot is pressing for-
ward in the step of inexperience!) pauses in the warm
embrace of his weeping parent, and regrets that he ever
indulged the wandering idea of forsaking domestic endear-
ment and peace. The painful ceremony of separation in
such a case, although it operates in a tumult of tenderness,
faithfully exhibits the true satisfactions of our fluctuating
lives—impressiag us with a living seal of sorrow, that
when we abandon the bosom of early affection and friend-
ship, we leave our most precious pleasures behind us,
«nd that home is the asylum of happiness here on earth.
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- A melancholy cloud hung on me at leaving my parents
and native place. but youth and hope soon brightened
my face, and induced me to think the labour of walking
light. Thus, after being so long delayed by the pressure
of sickness, I arrived at the Cove of Cork a fortnight
before the regiment embarked. My valuable friend,
Major Bolton expressed himself pleased at my joining the
regiment of which he then had the command on its going
abroad. Major Bolton’s welcome for me was increased
from his being aware that I was indeed a volunteer going
to America, as I might have stopped with the recruiting
parties, Ile therefore immediately promoted me in his
own company. At the same time Surgeon Lindsay asked
Major Bolton to permit me to go and assist in attending
the sick, as there was then but a single Surgeon in the
regiment. But I became so useful to himself that he
would not comply, promising, however, that when he
could better spare me he would accommodate Surgeon
Lindsay, by letting him have me. I now had the happi-
ness of being restored to the confidence and esteem of my
officers, from whom [ received many favours and much
Lind trcatment. Thus I had much cause of satisfuction
at leaving home and embarking tor furcign service in a
well appointed expedition convisting of the 9th, 20th,
 2ith, Stth, 53d, and 62d regiments. It was indeed a
fine sight to behold 300 sail of transports full of British
trnaps, convoyed by two frigates, proceeding together
from Cove with a favourable wind at N. E. As vwe got
out I stood on deck eying my native country with indis-
cribeable emotions, as the land was disappearing from my
view. It of course occurred to me how probable it was
that I might never again return to the embraces of the
best of parents whom I had disappointed in their fond
hopes respecting me. And although the ¢ circumstance
of war,” martial music, and ships under weigh arrested
my youthful fancy, the idea of being separated perhaps
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for ever, from parents, friends, and country, penetrated
my bosom with a pang which nothing could remove at
the moment. I was sure my father suffered greatly on
my account. I was his favourite child, and I have reasen
to apprehend, that my leaving my parents, and pursuing
a perilous line of life, proved somewhat instrumental in
accelerating his decease, which took place about two
years after I went to serve in America. This thought
frequently operated in my heart to render me indeed un-
bhappy. However, it is one of those sad consequences,
which attended travelling, that we frequently leave our
dearest attachments, and find them gone for ever in this
world when we return from our wanderings.

It may prove gratifying to some of my readers, and
particularly to any of those officers and men at that time
serving in America, who may chance to peruse this
Memoir, to find an acceunt of the stgtions of the dif-
ferent infantry regiments of the army on service beyond
the Atlantic, and also these quartered in Europe, and the

Islands at home at that memorable epoch of the British
annals.

44 BATTALIONS IN AMERICA, viz.

4th, 5th, Gth, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 1ith, 15th,
16th, 17th, 20th, 2Ist, 22d, 23d, 2ith, 26th,
27th, 28th, 29th, 3lst, 33d, 34th 35th, 37th,
38th, 40th, 42d, 43d, 4ith, 45th, 46th, 47th,
49th, 52d, 53d, 54th, 55th, 57th, 62d, 634,
64th, and two battalions of the 71Ist.

In Jamaica, Ist and 4th bat. GOth regt.

In Antigua, 2d bat. of do. do.

In Gr:nada, 3d bat. of do. do.

In Minorca, 51st and 61st regts.

In Gibraltar, 12th, 39th, 56th, and 58th regts,
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In Ireland, 3d, 1ith, 19th, 30th, 324, S6th, G6th,
67th, and G68th regts.

In Great Britain, 1st and 2d bat. of the Ist; 2d,
15th, 18th, 23th, 45th, 50th, 59th, 65th, 69th,
70th regts. and 4lst invalids.

In America 44 battalions.
In Jamaica Q2 do.
In Antigua 1 do.
In Grenada 1 do.
In Minorca 2 do.
In Gibraltar 4 do.
In Ireland 9 do.
In Britain 12 do.
Do. Inrvalids 1 do.
Total 76 battalions.

The above list is submitted as a correct calculation of
our military force and war establishment in 1776,
while the British empire was about to comhat, without
aid, the maritime powcrs of Spain, lolland, and France
united ; although the States General were then at their
zenith of greatness, and I'rance, our unceasing rival and
foe, reinforced the American Colonists with her armies
and a degree of impolitic hostility, which carried the
contagion of anarchy and revolution home to her own
subjects. From the strong confederacy of inveterate war
which assailed England by sea and land: in two years
after, it was astonishing how she withstood the combina-
tion of its new and manifold attack, and it i~ deserving of
reflection to consider how the allied assailants suffered,
and were shipwrecked in their commercial and national
fortunes, by straining all their resources to destroy British
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prosperity and power. Our empire rose superior in the
conflict, and now continues to fight and overpower her old
enemy on every sea and shore; and thus we are well
consoled in the certainty of knowing that (by wise measures
and the inexhaustible means we possess), we can defy
the Luropean world in arms or alliance. In this our vast
imperial strength and insular stability the poet’s patriotic
phraseology is as truly appropriate in fact as it is finely
umagined in thought and sentiment,

¢ A world is up inarms, and thou a spot
Not quickly found if negligently sought ;
Thy soul as ample as thy bounds are small,
Euduor’st the brunt, and dar’st defy them all !’
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CHAP. VII

In sailing to Canada Author’s regimen of living prepares
him for the Climate. Doctor Rowley’s Advice and
Prescriptions for treating Troops and Seamen on board.
Description of the Banks of Newfoundland, and the
Cod-fishery, &c. Canada, an important Theatre of the
War at that time. Doctor Franklin's Correspondence
with General Lee respecting Pikes, and Bows and
Arrows as weapons of War. Some Account of Thomas
Puaine, and Author’s Reflections on his Life and
Iritings.

IN the Author’s Journal of the American War, the
voyage to Canada has been amply detailed, and therefore
he forbears to give a particular account of it at present,
although he might not displease some of his readers by
* sodoing. Travelling by sea supplies’a variety of scenes
and occurrences, which although uninteresting to persons
used to them, abound with a degree of interest to others,
and chiefly young persons. So it happened to the author
of this humble work, who even at that early time of his
life, indulged reflection a good deal, and while on his
passage to America, considered he was going to a world
which must be somewhat new and unsuited to the habits
and constitution of Europeans. In this idea he com-
menced a regimen of diet and living which he thought
might fit him for the severities of Northern latitudes, and
the fatigues of warfare. He of purpose used a sparing
diet, took his birth under the main hatchway, and slept
on the boards. Having continued to live in this way for
seven weeks, he found himself (if he can rightly use such
language) seasoned and suited in constitution for the

P



14 LAMB'S MEMOIR.

changes and scenes he had to undergo. His precaution
had its uses, as perhaps nothing so much contributes to
break down the soldier on service abroad as suddenly
passing to extremes of climate, viz. from a temperate .
sky like ours to an epposite atmosphere, and perhaps
from the heats of the line to chill countries like Canada.
In conveying troops beyond the seas in transports, Dr
Rowley’s advice to the army and navy deserves strict
attention. The Doctor observes, that during the first
fourteen days of sailing, there is generally little sickness,
except that usnal nausea which persons unused fo the
sca feel, but which has no ill effect. Against this sick-
ness abstinence from fluids is proper; the use of a little
magnesia and walking on deck will be of service. After
the voyage is continued a fortnight a different diet must
be taken which affects the constitution in some measure.
"The men instead of small beer get spirits and water, and
are obliged to eat salied meat. This food and drink is
fiot productive of disease, unléss the water of which thé
grog is made be putrid, which, however, is common as
well in the transports as his Majesty's ships of war., The
water may be sweetened by hoisting the butts out of the
hold, and letting the contents be pumped out with a hand
pump from one vessel to another, repeating this method
for two or three days before the water is put into the
scuttle-butt for use. It is common, and attended with-
some advantage, to quench hot iron bars in the watcr, but
much Detter to keep it agifated in the open air, and this,
though simple, is too much neglécted. In the tropical
climates putrid water generates maligniant fevers and
fiuxes, and, fromi sleeping on the' deck, the sea-air pro-
duces also pleurisies and peripneumonies. In cold cli«
mates, the practice of ke¢pirg the sick of a man of was
in what is called the ship’s bay, may not be defrimental,
but in the hot countries nothing hecomes more hurtful.
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Doctor Rowley mentions that more men have been
dost through this anudICIOUS management, than by the
vinlence of the most mahvnant diseases. It is then need-
ful to consider the climate's heat or cold, and in general
to make the patients lie in the most airy births, as a free
circulation of the air, is the best remedy against putrid and
malignant dnsorderq, by preventin«r the spxeadmo' of the
contao gion, and assisting in the operation of medicine.

The place entitled the vessel’s bay has the worst circu-
lation of air, from a number of sick being kept 1 together
there, the stench of discase, and the noxious eﬂ’uua from
the evacuations of patients. Besnde, the situation is dark,
and its cleanliness is but little inspected into ; while this
and pure air, are it may be said, indispensible to prevent
and cure disorders of the sea. The evils of such bad
management are pecuhally felt during the summer months,
in the West Indies and Amerlca, where fevers and flnzes
prove fatal in a few days, rendering the entire habit
putnd Whatever medicine can accomplish must there-
fore be done forthwith, and to save life good air is -
strumental, which often cannot be sufliciently procured,
and again is not enough attended to. Doctor Rowley
forcibly counsels that the Captein and supérior officers
must have a due care in these necessary matters. The
Worki_ng of the ship, he wrges, is an objection to keep
patients under the half deck, and as the salley-fire is
under the forcastle, the sick‘should be reonved* from it.
In frigates he recommends the main hatchway births,
where the ballast ports are fixed, or under the booms,
between the fore and main hatchways, in the place called
no man's land. In large ships patlents can be kept in
any part where the ports are open on hoth sides, and
the keeping of them in such proper places, could prove
no inconvenience to any, except depriving the armourer
and a few petty officers of their accustomed births,

: P o :
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In explaining how diseases at sea arc crecated, the
Doctor informs, that putrid fevers are caught from the
smell of the bilge water, lying at the ship’s bottom.
"This becomes dangerously . fetid from the soft loom and
muddy matter of the ballast, along with the filth thrown
down by the crew. He tell us, that this noxious air
acts so powerfully, that articles of silver, taken into the
hold are quickly turned to a Dblack colour; and that the
men who pump the putrid water from the ship, in hot
latitudes, are frequently taken with giddiness, head-
aches, and fevers that prove fatal. Even the Surgeons
attending on patients so attacked have caught disorders
by which they have frequently died. Dr. Rowley always
inculcates an attention to the procuring of a free and pure
air, as the best, if not the only preventative against such
fatal attacks and destructive disorders at sea. And surely
in an empire established in the ocean (an element on
which such a number of our most valuable countrymen are
embarked) the inquiry of the faculty, and the constant
care of naval officers should be particularly devoted, in
maintaining cleanliness on board, and making arrange-
ments, both in ship-building and nautical economy in
general, to keep vessels well ventilated. No doubt,
much has been done in this most interesting business,
in which our vital concerns are greatly involved ; but it
1s not improper to remark that a great portion of advan-
tage remains to be derived from the improvements made
by capable artists and ship-builders, and the strict ob-
servance of an healthful regimen, along with strong
salutary regulations in nautical conduct and discipline in
general.  Every circumstange which might promote riots,
quarrels, and ill-behaviour, should be precluded by wise
and prudent means. As among numbers of men so con-
fined and stowed together in a ship, very bad effects, and
terrible accidents may be owing to causes which at first
seem uniteportant.  This observation is confirmed by
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some fatal disasters that happened as we neared New-
foundland, which have been mentioned in the Journal of
American Occurrences.®

In sailing over the shoals or banks of Newfoundland,
as usually happens, we seldom could behold the orb of
the sun during the day. Here a thick hazy atmosphere
wenera]ly hides the body of that glorlous luminary which
in most latitudes sheds animating light, and cheers the
observer's eyec. This heavy obscuration of the sky renders
it very hazardous for a fleet to procced as in other seas
together. Sometimes total darkness like midnight covers
the heavens, and at such times the unceasing firing of
guns and beating of drums is necessary to cnable the
seamen to keep due distances, and prevent the ships
from running foul of each other.

The banks of Newfoundland rank among the stupendous
prodigies of nature in the creation. They consist of a
surprising range of subaqueous clevated ground or monn-
tain under water, extending in a direct line not less than.
330 miles in length, and about seventy-five miles in
breath, with a variable depth of sea, from fifieen to sixty
fathoms. The top of this sunken mountainous ridge,
which there becomes the bottom of the sca, 13 covered with
a coat of shelils, and frequented by vast multitudes of
small fish that serve as subsistence for the cod. The
cod-fish consumes those inferior fishes voraciously, and
multiplies in quantities inconceivalle in this quarter of
the occan.  The bank of Newfoundland appears to be his
proper and favourite place of pasture and feeding in the
world of waters. In this submarine soil this excellent
fish is fattened, and taken in the most amazing abundance,
for the markets of so many nations. And though hun-
dreds of vessels, are annually laden for two centuries
past from thence, no scarcity or decrcase of cod happens.
The wonderful supply does not seem to lessen the quantity,

* See page 66.
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s0 incalculably prohﬁc is this inhabitant of the seas. The
bank is always discoverable by means of sea-fowl called
penguins, which never leave it. They sometimes are seen
together flocking in numbers, but usually scattered in
pairs. The seaman makes an observation, that where the
penguin is found the wave gradually changes from ceru-
lean, or azure blue, toa pale colour, whieh he designates
sandy white. It is ysual with ships sailing to Canada and
Nova Scotia to lay to in good weather for the purpose of
fishing, when in less than an hour they often procure a
suﬂiuency of cod for the remainder of their voyage. The
method of taking the cod-fish will not be thought unin:
teresting in relating it to readers in general. C
The hook is first baited with the entrails of a fowl, but
as soon as a fish is taken the sailors open and use some
parts of it for a better bait. It is indeed amazing to see
(considering the depth which frequently requires a vast
length of line) how expeditiously the fish is caught on
these occasions. When the line is let down and allowed'.
a few moments to gain the bottom, the angler gently pulls
it with the finger and thumb. On which, if a fish is
attached, a quick vibration is felt from its struggling to
disengage itself. The line is then dvawn in, and as soon
as the cod-fish rises in view it appears (from the refraction
of the rays of light in the watery element) exceedingly
ma mﬁed, sa much-so, that an unaccustomed ohserver
might imagine it a sea-monster which could not be mas-
tered. Ard, although the sight is deceived respecting its
actual size, a good deal of dexterity and strength must be
used to haul it on board. It struggles with such violence
as often to work from off the hook, and not seldom en-
tangles itself in the tackle in such a manner, that the
angler finds it difficult to take it up the ship’s side. The
curinv of the cod-fish is also worthy of being mentioned.
As soon as the fish is seized the tongue is cut out by one
standing by for that business, A second is employed ta
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strike off the head and pluck out the liver and entrails.
A third extracts the bone as far as the navel, and throws
the fish into the hold, where the process of salting takes
place, by putting them in layers each over the other.
Between the layers a sufficiency of salt is regularly strewed,
and great care is required to apply neither more or less
than what is wanted for curing well; as in either case of a
want or an excess the cod-fish is ill cured.

This fish is found .in the greatest plenty on sandy bot-
toms, but in less numbers in muddy situations. The best
depth for taking cod is thought to be from 30 to 40
fathoms. VVhen a ship arrives at Newfoundland, she
takes her station in some bay or harbour, and is unrigged.
A proper place is then selected for curing and keeping the
fish. Huts are raised for the men who woxk ashore, and a
large scaffold is erected at the water's edge where “the
shallops necessary for the business of the fishery are made
ready, and also laid by until the following fishing season.
The ships which arrive the first in the bays of Newfound-
land have the privilege of appropriating these shallops to
their own exclusive use during the season; and the master
of the vessel which gains Newfoundland first is distin-
guished as lord of the harbour, and he is by general con-
sent authorised to settle. differences and disputes among
all who are engaged in fishing. The fishery of New-
foundland has been with JUbtlw in its great value com-
pared to the precious mines of Peru and Mexico. In
this trade the French used to embark, before the American
war, 264 ships, which employed about 9403 seamen and
workmen. Their tonnage taken together made 27,439,
and their annual value was estimated at 270,000/ sterling.
In the same fishery in 1785, England had engaged 292
vessels from the islands at home, and 58 owned by her
colonies, whose tonnage averaged at 41,990. The trade
of Newfoundland at that time carried to foreign markets
$91,276 quintals of fish, and proved very profitable to the
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then American colonists, who, when they succeeded in
establishing themsclves independent of the mother country,
obtained a continuance of liberty io fish on the banks as
before.

At this memnorable cra of American independence Great
Britain and the United States (taking the lowest computa-
tion) employed in the Newfoundland fishing trade 3000
sail of small craft, on board of which, along with the
men engaged ashore to cure and pack the fish, served
upwards of 100,000 hands. Whence it must appear that
this trade is incalculably valuable in its actual profits,
and commercial eflects. Tt favours the adventure of the
merchant, affords the means of earning bread to nunibers
of individuals, and benefits the empire of the British
Isles, in becoming a considerable and constant nursery for
his majesty’s navy, which maintains (with a degree of tri-
umph and imperial means never known anterior to our
own times) the power, prosperity and peace of these coun-
tries. While the Eqropéan Centment 1s wasted with war,
and of course disabléd to follow the pursuits of domestic
business, and the advantages arising from maritime |
énterprize. ' '

" Our voyage from what I have related of it, will be con-
sidered to supply amusement and interest to a reflecting
mind, in the progress of acquiring that information which
travelling affords. And the reader will perceive that,
whatever might have been the disadvantages attending my
cducation, my disposition led me to investigate the objects
which passed before me, and which, no doubt, were cal-
culated to awaken the attention of individuals less inqui-
sitive. However, the passage to Canada afforded much
noveliy, and our arrival there prescented additional matter
for enquiry and even surprice on some occasions. It be-
came at that time a theatre of important affairs in relation
tc the great contest of the Colonists. Congress had been
canyuine in the hope cf annexing Canada to the union,
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and had authorized General Schuyler on his taking the
cominand in the northern department to raise a regiment
in that province.

- It was determined to keep up in Canada nine battalions
for the ensuing campaign, including one to be raised in
that province, and General Schuyler was directed to have
constructed at Tyconderoga, a number of bateaux for the
purpose of transporting the troops to the scene of action.
On the first intelligence received by the Americans of the
fate of -:.Jontgomery, (see my American Journal, page 84,)
the service in Canada was deemed of too much importance
to be entrusted to Colonel (afterwards General) Arnold.
Geéneral Lee, 'an officer standing high in the public
opinion, was ordered to take the command of the army
there. But before General Lee could enter on this ser-
vice, the opposite extreme of the Union was so threatened
by our forces under General Sir Henry Clinton, that the
destination of this officer was changed, and he was ordered
to take command in the southern department.

In the hope of exciting universally in that province the
sentiments which prevailed through the United Colonies,
and of forming with it, a perfect union, Dr. Franklin and
two others were deputed as commissioners with full
powers on this subject, and with instructions to establish
a free press. These commissioners were also instructed
to assure the people, that they would be permitted to
adopt such form of government as would be agreeable to
themsclves, and that the province would be considered a
sister colony.

General Wachington himself then, it would seem, had
‘determined to conquer Canada, if possible. This appears
from a letter to General Lee, dated New York, May
1776, in which he says. ¢ Immediately upon my arrival
here, I detached four regiments by order of Congress to
Canada, under the command of Bfigadier Thompson,
and since, by the same authority, and in consequence of

Q
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some unfavourable accounts from that quarter, General
Sullivan and six other regiments.” In the same letter
General Washington takes some credit to himself in his
favouring the preferment of General Lee to be second in
command of the American forces. ¢ General Ward (he
adds) upon the evacuation of Boston, and finding there
was a probability of his removing from the smoke of his
own chimney, applied to me, and wrote to Congress for
leave to resign. A few days afterwards some of the
officers, as he says, getting unecasy ‘at the prospect of his
leaving them, he applied for his letter of resignation,
which had been carefully forwarded to Congress, and as I
have since learned, judged so reasonable (want of health
being the plea) that it was instantly complied with.”
General Lee was probably apprized of his preferment an-
terior to this, since we find that two months before, as soon
as an account of General Montgomery’s defeat and death
was received by Congress, John Handcock, the then Pre-
sident, sent the following notification of his appointment
to the command in Canada. ¢ It is the desire of Congress
that you should repair to Canada, and take upon you the
command of the army of the United Calonies in that
province.”

We al-o find Dr. Franklin on this occasion, holding a
correspondence with General Lee on his being appointed
to command the American troops in Canada. The Doc-
tor appeared to consider the conquest of that vast district
practicable, so much so that he advises Lee about the
particular weapons and manner of warfare which he
thought fit and useful on the great occasion. Dr. Frank-
lin on this interesting subject observes to the General,
“ But I still wish with you, that pikes could be introduced,
and I would add bows and arrows: these were good:
weapong not wisely laid aside :—

¢ Becaure a man may shoot as truly with a bow as
with a common musket.
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2, ¢ He can discharge four arrows in the time of charg-
ing and discharging one bullet.

3, ¢ His object is not taken from his view by the smoke
of his own side.

4, ¢ A flight of arrows seen coming upon them, terrifies
and disturbs the enemy’s attention to his business.

5, ¢ Anarrow striking in any part of a man, puts him
tors du combat till it is extracted.

6, ¢ Bows and arrows are more easily provided every
where than muskets and ammunition.”

The observations of Dr. Franklin, however, on the
subject of bows and arrows as weapons of war, are the
remarks of a philosopher, which will make but little im-
pression on experienced officers, who are well aware that
fighting with arrows in these times would be vain and usc-
less, against grape shot and the fire of musquetry. The in-
vention of gun-powder and the tremendous effect owing (o
the use of ordnance in the field at present, has entirely
superceded the tactics and modes, and instruments of at-
tack and defence which had been successfully practised by
the ablest of the ancients. Previous to the terrible ex-
perience of gun-powder, and the new arms and military
arrangements originating from the using of it, as is now
done on all occasions, bows and arrows obtained a pre-
eminent place with the conquerors and armies of the earth.
But these, with other weapons celebrated by the poets
and hijstorians of yore, are passed away never to return ;
for the progress of the sciences and arts has powerfully
found out means of manifold destruction in war, enough
to consume with electric vengeancc the boasted resources
of the old empires, and to confound the understanding
and skill of the Cyruses and Alexanders and Cesars, who
took wasting strides in the east and south, and west.

Probably the North American barbarians in Daoctor
Franklin’s day used the arrow and bow with as much
force and dexterous effect as any of the ancients ever did,

Q2
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and yet we perceive them pntting it gradually aside, as
soon as the colonization of North America brought them
acquainted with the use of firelocks. They found in their
batiles with the Colonists how trifling in compamson the
arrow wounded, and how few it took oﬂ' from the enenfy s
ranks, when compared with the fire flashing from a ll;ﬂe
line of musquetry.” However, it is certain, that the arrow
of the ancients was truly formidable, particularly in the
barbarous usage of it, as poisoned, and often conveying a
liquid flame into the wound which it inflicted. The savage
tribos of Amcrica are known to poison it. In the b5th
Chapter of the ipostle’s Epistle to the Ephesians, we
rcad of “ fiery darts,” in allusion to missile weapons used
in battles and sieges, and Arrian descrlbesaweapon of
this sort surrounded at the lower extremity with com-
bustible matter. Marcellinus gives an account of a fiery
arrow called malleolus, constructed of cane or reed, having
from the head to the middle a piece of iron open-work,
containing, by way of a tube, consuming materials. In
the chooting of it, this enclosed matter being inflamed,_
adhered to and burned the object fired at. Matthew Paris
relates, that similar arrows were made use of in naval
engagements and sieges, and that an archer could send,
hy means of a cingle weapon, nearly an ounce of com-
bu-(ible 'quid, a distance of twelve score yards. Polydore
Virgil,in <peaking of one of our battles against the French,
in the r<izn of Edward III, mentions the great confusion
wade among the enemy (sagittarum nube) by a tem-
pestuous cloud of arrows, and concludes by saying, that
it was' surprising how signally so great an army was de-
teated by English archers only, (adeo Anglus est sagitti .
potens) the Lngl,shman Was so e_\cellent in doing execu-
tion with arrows. Sacred history affords a variety of
assurance, that the bow and arrow during the fortunes-
of the [sraclites were succeosfully used at that era. Of
shes the description of a fatal battle with the Philistines,

¢
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gives us a llvely idea, as we find it in Mr. S. vWesle_yQ
Version of the Scriptures; in the followmg sublime lines :

¢ Lodg’d on the cliff, an éron wall they stood ;

" Floated the kollow road with streams of blood !
The battle hung ! and neither side gave way,
Till Achish charg’d himself—and turn’d the day.
A shower of feather’d darts his guards let fly ;
At once their bow.strings twang’d, and fill’d the sky !
As with red light’ning, forky shafts o’crihrown,
Stretch’d on the sod the expiring Ilebrews groan.”

'The pike, however, which Doctor Franklin suggests
the use of in the mode of fighting, fit for raw levies like
those of the Colenists opposed to regular troops, must be
thought on some occasions a weapon of more advantage.
The pike in its perfection is the Roman /Zaste, and has
been greatly prised by the Scotch and Irish, and yet it is
but ill calculated to eombat an army furnished with pieces
of ordnance and firelocks at present. Since the invention
and vsc of gun-powder, it not only fell into disuse, but
has been nearly forgotten for some ages back. The great
belligerent powers have put it bye. It suits perhaps a
rabble, undisciplined army, on the spur of their progress,
but surely as soon as they would have to engage discip-
lined soldiers, like those of Europe at the moment, the
pike as a weapon would be almost useless, and even an
incumbrance. Its chief advantage seems to be in resisting
the charge of cavalry, and so it was tried with some
partial success in the late rebellious disturbances of Ireland.
The regular pike seems to be made to meet such an onset,
being in length eighteen feet, and h'wmg a sharp curved
knife attached near the point of it. In meeting the horse-
" man’s charge, one end of it was fixed in the ground, and
held so to receive the horse on its point. The front-rank
of pikenien stood firm and unmoved for that purpose, and
the rear-rank men endeavoured to dispatch the rider by
t. R . B
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thursts of the pike, and, if they failed, it was attempted
by means of the attached knife, to cut the bridle-reins,
when the horse and rider happened to avoid the destruc-
tion prepared for them. It is somewhat surprising, that
the welapon was attempted to be used in this way, and did
damage to some detachments of our cavalry in the late
rebellion here. However, the rebels could procure but
few of the real pike or Aastu, and had they been all armed
with it, they could not prevail in any degree to withstand
the grape and musquetry fire which swept away whole
lines at once.

It was at the important juncture of our arriving in
America, a time big with event and interest, that Thomas
Paine, of innovating notoriety, entered upon the political
theatre there, where he made so much noise. It is
remarkable that we find him at this time introduced for
some singular coincidence of thinking, by his friend and
patron Dr. Franklin, to General Lee, in which he pro-
ceeds thus, viz. “The bearer, Mr. Paine, has requested
a line of introduction to you, which I give the more
willingly, as I know his sentiments are not very different
from yours. He is the reputed, and, ] think, the real
author of “ Common Sense,” a pamphlet that has made
great impression here.”

In mentioning the name of this singular indiyidual, [
think it will not prove displeasing to the reader to offer
some remarks on his character and exertions as a Revo-
lutionist. He possessed, it is notorious, sterling unedu-
cated ability, the rudeness of which proved instrumental
for the wide circulation of his opinions; byt he cannet
fail to be thought of with detestation, from his total dere-
liction or lack of integrity. While he abjured the Chris-
tian revelation, he did not disdain to avail himself of the
vilest hypocrisy, and probably, at present, after his
decease, in appreciating him we cannot decide whether
or not he really was an infidel, or whether he at all uttered
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the sentiments of his soul. When the revolution of Ame-
rica began to rage, he wrote his best and ablest work,
“ Common Sense.” In this he took or borrowed the
shield of truth from the sanctuary of our religion, and it
is probable he was then in earnest. His ¢ Common
Sense,” a good deal promoted the cause of independance,
and gained him confidence and esteem in America beyond
his value and his expectations. Buoyed by his unexpected
success, he sailed in the current of revolutionary things
from North America to Europe, and wickedly and wan-
tonly thought himself able to supply incalculable aid to
some wild reformists in the British Islands, to revolutionize
that empire which (we piously hope) rests its foundations
of power and permanency on the Rock of Ages, proof to
invasion and seditious vicissitudes. In this perfidious
attempt he wrote his “ Rights of Man,” and his « Age
of Reason.” The former evinced him a most despicable
politician, who totally miscalculated the means and
finances of Britain; and the latter in which he assailed
revealed religion and moral virtue, declared him abomi-
nable even as an unbeliever, while he openly classed as
the basest plagiarist. He merely garbled the irreligious
arguments of a Spinosa and a Hobbes, the sceptical no-
tions of a Hume and a Gibbon, and the impious sophistry
of the French modern school, which the admirers of Vol-
taire in England had translated through disaffection, or
from motives of base lucre. Paine executed his ugly
task in strong simple phraseology, which caught the vulgar
taste, and gave atheistical and ill-founded cavillings a
diffusion among the multitude which they otherwise could
not acquire. This he did, it may be said, to afford assist-
ance in conceft to the factions of the regicides in Paris,
which almost every moon consumed each the other ; and
his Parisian friends provided him with an asylum from
the just punishment which the constitution and law cf the
land was about to visit him with in England. As long as
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the reign of terror lasted in France, Paine remained there,
but as soon as some salutary regulations began to be
adopted, he was looked on as an enemy to all government.
Even previous to any revival of the civil power he was
imprisoned and in danger of meeting the reward of his
sanguinary labours, and obliged once more to re-cross the
Adlantic scas to the American shores; where if he was
received by a few, he was despised and avoided by all
wise and virtuous citizens. It does not add to the then
President’s, Mr. Jeffersom’s honour, while it publishes the
evils of factious party in the States, to find Paine invited
back to pass his decline there, with prayers ¢ for the suc-
cess of his useful labours.” Yet we are well assured that
such an invitation was displeasing to the Americans in
general, as appears from the accounts of him published hy
an American gentleman* after his decease. Ilis biogra-
pher minutely narrates his conduct in England and Irance,
where at length his atrocious degmas set forth in all the
outrageous tone of democratic fierceness, and his odious,
indecency of manners and intoxication rendered him
universally obnoxious. In this deserved dilemma of low
disgrace, his biographer informs us (in the underwritten
extract) of his motive to revisit North America. ¢ Wea-
ried with the republic, though obstinately bent on main-
taining his principles against his feelings, he now sighed
to return to the United States. He knew not indeed
what to do with himself. He could not return to England,
where he had been wisely outlawed, and he was aware
that ie was odious in the United States. Washington
Justly considered him an anarchist in go{'ernment, and an
infidel in religion. He had no country in the world, and
it may tiuly be said that he had not a fiiend. Was ever
men g0 wretched?  VWas ever an  enormous sinner so
Justly punished?  Tle must, however, refurn to the

#* Mr. Chectham.
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United States, for he was poor ; the plunderers of France
having plundered only for themselvess He still retained
his farm at New Rochelle, and he was sensible that,
greatly increased in value, it would abundantly supply all
his wants.*

On the 13th of October, 1782, he arrived at Baltimore,
under the protection of the President Jefferson. But it
appears that curiosity induced no hody, 6f any distinction,
to suffer his approach. While at - hotel, he was
principally visited by the lower class of emigrants from
England, Scotland, and Ireland, who had there admired
his ¢ Rights of Mzn.” With them it appears * he drank
grog in the tap-room, morning; noon, and night, admired
and praised, strutting and staggering about, shewing him-
self to all, and shaking hands with all. 'The leaders of
the party to which he had attached: himself, paid him no
attention.” He had brought to America with him a wo-
man, named Madame Bonneville, whom he had seduced
away from her hushand, with her two sons; and whom he
seems to have treated with the utmost meanness and ty-
ranny. Mr. Cheetham’s first idroduction. to him is thus
related in his preface.

“ After his return to the Umted States from France,
I became acquamted with him on his arrival in New York

N g S Y -. ,. o G
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¥ As:tathe pompensahons which Pame recexved in Amenca
far his revolutxonary writings, they appear te be the following :
In; 1785, Congress granted him three thousand dollars, after
havmv. r(Jectcd vnth indignation a motmn for appomtmg
him hlstonogra‘pher to the United States, with a salary. Two
Statos only made him actunal gratumes Pennsylvama by an
act oflhc leglslature, votcd him five hundred pounds currency,
and New York conferred on him the estate of Frederick Davoe,
a royalist, situated at :New Rochelte; in the county of West.
cli¢dter, comsisting of -more'than thtee hundred acres of land

in_bigh cultivation. : ik
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int the year 1802. He introduced himself to me by letfer
from Washington city, requesting me to take lodgings
for him in New York. I accordingly engaged a room in
Lovett’s hotel, supposing him to be a gentleman, and ap-
prised him of the number. On his arrival, about ten at
night, he wrote me a note, desiring to see me immediately.
I waited on him at Lovett’s, in company with Mr. George
Clinton, Jun. We rapped at the door: a small figure
opened it within, meanly dressed, having an old top coat,
without an under one; a dirty silk handkerchief loosely
thrown round his'neck; along beard of more than a week's
growth; a face well carbuncled, fiery as the setting sun,*
and the whole figure staggering under a load of inebria-
tion. I was on the point of enquiring for. Mr. Paine,
‘when I saw in his countenance something of the portraits
q had seen of him. We were desired to be scated. He
had before him a small round table, on which were a beef-
stake¢, some beer, a pint of.brandy, a pitcher of water,
and a glass. He sat eating, drinking, and talking, with as
much composure as if he had lived with us all his life.
I soon percetved that he had a very retentive memory,
and wasfull of anecdote. The Bishop of Landaff was almost
the first word he uttered, and it was followed by inform-
ing us, thathe had in his trunk a manuscript reply tothe
Bishop’s Apology. He then, calmly mumbling his steak,
and ever and anon drinking hlS brandy and beer, repeated |
the intréduction to - his reply, which octupied him near
halfan hour. This was done with deliberation,  the ut-
most clearness, and a perfeét apprehension,’ intoxicated as
he was, of all that he repeated erce}y a word wouild
he '1110w us’ to speak. He alwn% T’ afterwards found
inall’ companies, drunk or sober, u.Ol(ld be listened to, i
zhxs 1efra1d there W ere no IZO'IIlS oj mm w1ﬂJ hlm,, no

- J(, }(, i |) G !b o l;c&lntd.tiololov" .

s hotew - Y
«+* The author remarks.,that Falstaﬂ’sJ description of Bar.

£0if's nose would have saited Paine’s, .0fi.
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equality, no reciprocal ‘immunities and obligations, for
,he would listen ¢o no one.”

Mr. Cheetham gives the following account of his mman-
ner of kiving after this time.

“{n the spring of 1804, .he returned to his farm at New
Rochelle, Purdy having left it, taking with him the two
Bonnevilles, and leaving their mother in the city. Not
choosing to live upon the farm himself, he hired one
Christopher Derick, an old man, to work it for him.
While Derick was hushanding the Yarm, Paine and the
two young Bonnevilles bearded sometim:s with Mr.
Wilburn, in Gold-street, in the city, but priucipally
with Mr. Andrew Dean, at New Rochelle. Mis. Dean,
with whom I have conversed, tells me that he was daily
drunk at their house, and that in his few sober moments
he was always quarrellmg w1th her, and disturbing the
peace of the family. 'She represents him ‘as deliberately
and dlwustmgly filthy ; as chusing to perform the offices
of nature in his bed ! It is not surprising, therefore, that
she importuned her husband to turn him out of the house;
but owing to Mr. Dean’s predilection for his .political
writings ; her importunities were, for several weeks, un-
availing. Constantdomestic disquict very naturally ensued,
which was encreased by Paine’s peevishness and violence.
One day he ran after Miss Dean, a girl of fifteen, with a
<hair whip in his hand, to whip her, and would have done
&0, but for the interposition nf her mother. 'The enraged’
Mrs. Dean, to use her own language, ¢flew at him
Paine retreated up stairs into his private room, and was
swiftly pursued by his antagonist. The little drunken old
man owed his safety to the holts of his door. In the
fall of the year, Mrs. Dean prevailed with her husband to
keep him in the house no lopger. The two Bonnevilles
wvere quite neglected. ‘

“ From Dean s, he went to live on his farm. Here one
of bis first acts was to discharge old Derick, with whom

B 2
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he had wrangled, and to whom he had been a fyrant,
from the moment of their engagement. Derick left him
with revengeful thoughts. :

* Being now alone, exept in the company of the two
Bonnevilles, of whom he took but little notice, he engaged
an old black woman of the name of Betty, to do his house-
work. Betty lived with him but three weeks. She seems
to have becn as intempcrate as himself; like her master,
she was every day intoxicated. Paine would accuse her
of stealing his New-England rum, and Betty would retort
by calling him an old drunkard. Often, Mrs, Dean
informs me, would they both lie prostrate on the same
floor, dead-drunk, sprawling and swearing and threatening
to fight, but mcap1b1e of approaching each other to com-
bat ; nething but inability prevented a battle.”

The followwg is a letter written by Dr. Manley, who
attended this extraordinary person in his last illness in
answer (o enquiries from Mr. Cheetham :

“ During the latter past of his life, (says Dr. Manley)
though his conversation was equivocal, his conduct was
singular. He would not be left alone night or day. He
not only required to have some persons wnth him, but he
must see that he or she was tlere, and would not allow
his curtain to be closed at any time; and if, as it would
'sometimes unayoidably happen, he was left alone, he
would scream and holla, uniil some person came to him.
When relief from pain would admit, he scemed thoughtful
and contemplative, his eyes heing generally closed, and his
hands folded upon his breast, although he never slept
without the assistance of an anodyne. There was some-
thing remarkable in his conduct about this period, (which
corprises about two weeks immediately preceding his
death) particularly when we reflect, that Thomas Paine
was author of the Age of Reason. He would call out
durmo his paroxysms of distress, without intermission,
‘0 Lord, help me, God help me, Jesus Christ help me,
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O Lord help me, repeating the same expression without
any the least variation, in a tone of voice that.would
alarm the house. It was this conduct which induced
me to think he had abandoned his former opinions; and
I was more inclined to that belief, when I understood
from his nurse (who is .a very serious, and, I believe,
pious woman,) that he would occasionally enquire, when
he saw her engaged with a book, what she was reading,
and being answered, and at the same time asked whether
she should read aloud,* he assented, and would appear to
give particular attention.

< | took occasion, during the nightsof the 5th and Gth
of June, to test the strength of his opinjons respecting
revelation. 1 purposely made hin a very late visit; it
was a time which seemed to suit exactly with my errand;
it was midnight; he was in great distress, constantly ex-
claiming in the words above mentioned ; when, after a
considerable preface, ‘I addressed him in the fuilowlng
manner, the nurse being present.

¢ Mr. Paine, your opinions, by a large portion of the
community, have been treated with deference; you have
never heen in the habit of mixing in your conversation
words of course: you have never induiged in the practice
of profane swearing: you must be sensible that we are
acquainted with your religious opinions as they are given
to the world. What must we think of your present con-
duct? Why do you call upon Jesus Christ to help you?
Do you believe he can help you: Do you believe in the
divinity of Jesus Christ 2 Come now, answer me honestly
I want an answer as from the lips of a dying man, for I
verily believe that you will not live twenty-four hours.
I waited some time at the end of every question ; he did

P2 NI d R RS el g

* The boék she usually read was Mr. Hobart’s “/Compa.
nion for the Altar.”
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not answer, but ceased to exclaim in the above manner.
Again I addressed him, ¢ Mr. Paine, you have not answer-
ed my questions; will you answer them? Allow me to
ask again—Do you believe ? or let me qualify the ques-
tion—do you wish to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of Geod ” After a pau-e of some minutes, he answered,
<1 have no wish to believc on that subject. I then left
him, and know not whether he afterwards spoke to any
person on any subject, though he lived, as I before ob- .
served, till the morning of the 8th.*

“ Such conduct, under usual circumstances, I conceive
absolutely unaccountable, though with diffidence I would
remark, not so much so in the present instance ; for though
the first necessary and general result of conviction be a
sincere wish to atone for evil committed, yet it may be a
question worthy of able consideration whether excessive
pride of opinion, consummate vanity, and inordinate self-
love, might not prevent or retard that otherwise natural

consequence I’
Suclr was the exit of this uneducated agitator, who,

whatever his talents were, obtained a degree of celebrity
much ahgve the point of his abilities, a celebrity which
made him giddy, and at last contributed to the wretched
disregard which awaited him at the close of his chequered
life. s pitch of talent after all appears to have consisted
in a penetraiing, quick sagacity, capable to perceive the
shrewd and pointed casuistry of the deists and sceptics of

Great Britain and Europe on the Continent. The press
teemed with their licentious works, when he set out in his
abominable career, and the manner in which he vulgarized
(ifsuch a word be- allowable) ‘the gcumen and force of
their scepticism, made him an eminent. champion in the
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* Paine died on the 8th of June, 1809, aged seventy-twg
years and five months,
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causé¢ of anarchy and impiety. Such in short was Paine,
and it is worth while to reflect how his departure from this
world, somewhat assimilated to the dissolution of the
arch-deist Voliaire, and others who denied the Christian
doctrines. The Abbé Baruel relates how Voltaire, in spite
of his unprincipled associates, whom in his dying agonies
he cursed for théir Dbase assistance hefore, was attended
by a father confessor to enable him to atone as
much as possible for his apostacy. And we find, although
Paine remained stubborn when death overtook him, yet
that he but concealed his mental conflicts with his usual
constitutional moroseness. This is almost proved by his
desire that the nurse would pray for him from a manual of
Christian devotion, and his own occasional involusitary
supplications of that Divine Personage who became an ob-
lation and ransom for our fallen and degenerated species.
Such an unrighteous demise, however, is dreadful in the
extreme, while it exposes fallacy, hypocrisy, and profane-
ness in a colouring painful to any mind impressed with
sacred thoughts. - How weak is man in.all his boasted
ability ! Voltaire rejoiced in his strength of learning,
intellect, and genius; and, lo! the king of terrors found
him on a bed of languishing, a trembling human creature,
willing to give worlds, if he owned them, for a few months,
or even weeks of divine reconciliation, and contrite re-
pentance. His vassal admirer and disciple Paine, not-
~ withstanding his constant, filthy ebriety, could not drown
reflection entirely, or put the worm of remorse to sleep
by the grossest riot. If we were to make an estimate in
result of unbelievers bred in the congregations of Chris-
tians, we would perhaps conclude, if not with certainty,
at least with the greatest probability, that there is no such
principle as a solid satisfactory unbelief of that celestial
providence in which .we live, and are enlightened with
reasonable and religious ideas ! It would seem of a truth
that the vanity of idle and vicious .philosophy deceives the
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entertainers of it during the years of their youth and spi-
rite, that they remain utter strangers to the recesses of
their own breasts, and so recoil in sickness and old age
from the phantoms of intoxicating ‘pleasure and mental
delusion to their early tenets of devotion, or the latent
prejudices of piety they imbibed in the days of infancy.
Here a passing observation presses itself, viz. inculcating
the inestimable benefit of vital Christianity instilled in the
nurture and education of the rising generation. If the
word of life be divinely engrafted on the blooming growth
of the Christian soul as it expands and opens, it will
scarcely become unbelieving and reprobate in its futare
progress through a world of evil communication, in which
the imposing advocates of sensuality for a season sow the
hotbed seeds of gross wickedness and vice, so as to choak
the goodly shoots of reason and principle. Such was the
loose economy of human life in general among the gay
people of France, when sensual indulgence and elegant
oblivion insensibly unsluiced the torrent of revolution,
until anarchy swept away the throne and the altar. May
the British islands be warned by the awful example, and
lay the vast lesson with fear and contrition to heart, by
keeping alive the holy fire of gospel religion, and cultivat-
ing the good fruits of evangelical virtue! The republican
tree of liberty, it is well known, could not floutish in the
same region with true Christianity, our tree of life!
To eradicate the latter and plant the former was the
diabolical aim of the Voltaires ‘and -the Paines, of the
high and the low deists; and these deistical names will be
recorded as glaring instances of self degradation and nui-
sance in the anmals of the farthful historian, who will
have to record the rise and progress of the French revo-
lution, and the order of thingd which at length it tended
to establish in so many states aird countries of the centi-
nent. 'The historian, rio doubt, will develope the springs
and engines which effected such a manifold change, and -
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-in so doing will expose the malicious motives and dying
desperation of the prime movers of sedition and strife in
Europe. It is to the infidel’s and sceptic’s condition and
reward, that the author would direct the reader’s strict
attention and religious care.

¢¢ Behold from night the great Accuser rise,
Retouching old, and coining modern lies ;
No slander unessay’d, no path untrod,
To blast the glories of Incarnate God !
An open enemy to Moses® laws ;
A secret patron of Samaria’s cause ;
Who purpos’d Sion’s temple to o’erthrow,
Traitor to Cesar, and to God a foe.

So, as authentic old records declare,

(If past with future judgment we compare)
Possest with frantic and deemoniac spleen,
Apostate Juliun scoff’d the Nuzarene ;

His keenest wit the imperial jester tries,

But to his breast the vengeful arrow flies;

He, while his wound with vital crimson streams,
Proud in despair, confesses and blasphemes ;
Impious, but unbelieving now no more,

He owns the Galilean conqueror.”

S
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CHAP. VIIL

Surprizing loftiness and  peculiar nature of Pines and ’
Cedars of Canada. Canadian’s neat and uscful economy
as a farmcr, and householder. Account of some civil and
religious usuges. Canadian and French manners similar
a good deal.  Defeat and death of General Montgomery
before Quebec.  Dangers in carrying on the Fur Trade
by the Peqple of Montreal, &c. with the Indian Tribes.
Description of Quebec, the St. Laurence River and Falls
of Niagara. Observations on the Bear and Rat of
Canada, with General Remarks on the Country and
Inhabitants.

AT our arrival in Canada, as it was in the last. Chapter
observed, new dispositions of the Colonial forces, and ap-
pointments of officers commanding, took place in the hope
of overpowering the Royal troops, after the signal discom-
fiture which Mr. Monfgomery’s army met at Quebec.
The importance and value of the district was thus
acknowledged by the measures of Congress to recover it,
and by the plans of the best generals and most capable
individnals of America, for the purpose of attaining so
valuable an ohject. Our army therefore on gaining the
American shore, had the approaching prospect of hard
fighting, and due preparations were accordingly made.
Previous, however, to an account of actual hostilities it
may better accord with the outline of this memoir to
describe the local situation of the country.

An European, after disembarking upon this northern
shore of the American main, is at first seized with astonish-
ment at the exceeding loftiness of the pine, fir, and cedar
trees, which here acquire an ascendency sublime indeed.
Of the pine tree Canada produces two kinds, the white and
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red, ‘which alike yield turpentine. On the upper-exire-

mities of the white pine a sort of excrescence, assimilating

to a mushroom inits appearance and texture, usually grows,

and this the Canadians administer as-a medicine to patients .
offlicted with dysentery. From the red pine a greater

quantity of turpentineisobtained than from the white. T'he

red beside .is heavier, but is ncither so gross or large in its

growth as the white. It is observable, that where the

red pine flourishes, the soil is excellent for growing corn.

The farm houses here are beheld with sensations of

pleasure by strangers. They are usually low buildings of
stone, pleasingly whitened on the outside, and interspersed

at agreeable distances. They mostly have but a ground

floor, on which three or four convenient apartments are

constructed. 'The humble structure of the dwellings has

given rise to a pun, viz. That the Canadians can tell stdries

well, but seldom if evér matke stories. In their habita-

tions great neatmess prevails. His farming economy is
_creditable to the Canadian. He is attentive in tending
his cattle. The farm is not in general large, grazing
thirty or forty sheep, and about.a dozen of cows, along

with five or six oxen for the plough. The kine are small

but very good for the farmer’s use. With such moderate

means the husbandman of Canada supports hrs family in

competence and comfort, and, even so far back as the

American revolution, the people appeared more satisfacto-

rily and better circumstanced than the lower classes of the

English themselves.

Instead of keeping fires in chlmmes the people of Canada
use stoves in their apartments, which, although they may
. diffuse heat more equalily, seem to convey a disad_vantage
injurious to the health of the inhabitants, in producing a
sulphureous air in the rooms. This may be instrumental in
giving the Canadians that sallow tinge of complexion so
common among them. «
S 2
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In Canada the people do not in general cultivate or-
chards, although some individuals keep thpse accomoda-
tions so useful to the householder, but every farmer is pro-
vided with a valuable kitchen garden. Churches are built
throughout the country, distant from each ,othg'f about three .
leagues. The chapel or church is always erected in a
village, and has a parsonage or glebe-house attacheéd as
also a school for the children of both sexes, and some ha-
bitations to lodge the different artizans and mechanics,
who are wanted by the villagers. These convenient usages,
the intelligent reader need not be told, ascimilate to the
customs of the French nation, and, no doubt were adopt-
ed by the Colonists of Canada in pursuance of the estab-
lishments and observances' in which they were brought up
before they emigrated beyond the ocean.

There is, however, a striking religious custom, which
probably is peculiar to Canada. In the intermediate spaces
between the churches, large wooden crosses are raised on
the road-side, parallel to the shores of the river, about from
fifteen to twenty feet in height, and broad in propor-
tion. Fronting the road-side square holes are pérceivalile
in the crosses; in which images of wax representing’ the
crucifixion, or the Virgin Mother with the infant Saviour
in herarms, are kept to. excitefsacred emotions in the
minds of passengers.  These ‘images are encased in glass
to save them from the injury of the weather; and the crosses
exhibit representations of the instraments which had.
been emploved by the Jews in crucifying our Lord, viz.
the hammer, pincers, nails, flask of vinegar, along:with
other matters expressive of the Redeemer’s | catas-
trophe. Even the figure of a.cock'is not omitted in order
to convey an allusion of St." Peter’s denial of his’ divine
Master. This public fixed ceremonial (if such a- phrase
ﬁc allowable) never fails to make the intended impres-
s:onsor peaple that pass by. Every body passing, whether
on foot r cthery, e, stops, devoully kneels on the road
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in' all weathers, and repeats set prayers which all arc
taught for such occasions.

The Canadians have complexions and features which

remind the’ observer of the French pesple from whom

they are ‘descended. They have pale' swarthy faces,
and, compared to the British, they are low of stature.
They in general wear a -short jacket, and in winter an

‘additional ' coarse frize or blanket coat, which they tie

about the body with a worsted sash. Instead of hats, in the

-milder season they use a woollen cap, but when the cold

sets.in a fur one. 'Fhe Canadian has a constant fancy
for that fashionable appendage of every Irenchman in the
old mondrchy, viz. an amazing long queue. He delights
in smoking tobacco, and from the years of infancy, is seen
during the day, witha pipe in his mouth. The peocple of
Canada 'subsist on a: slmple diet, mostly consisting of milk
and vegetables. This ‘plain and humble fare has been
thought by some to contribute in keeping them meagre in
their looks, and of a slender habit of body. But such an

- opinion appears not founded in fact. The Irish in general

live on vegetables and milk, ‘and yet they look healthy
and well complexioned, at least compared with Canadians.

Tt is more pf()‘l)able that the ‘stoves in their houses prove

“ detrimental to the individual’s colour and even constitution,

asit is cértain, that the heated and confined air thus gene-
ratéd in' their dwellings, produces an unmatural and bad
atmosphere, which always attaches to the house in that
ecold region. - Event in Ireland the peaqqnt s smoky cottage,

it is well known,’ tinges the fice toa sickly and somewhat

tawny hue, while 1nd1v1duals in the same neighbourhood,

* who are hefter lodged, display a fair nd ruddy appearance.

It would indeed seem that there is something of difference
in the human complexion in different countries, which
cannot be’ sufliciently accounted for. On the coasts of

“Guinea dnd the banks of the Senegal and Gambia, the tor-

rid power of the sun no doubt, greatly contributes to give
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that shining jetty black which the African exhibits; yet
. the most capable inquirers into the laws of nature are led
1o think there are essential causes of complexional dispa-
rity operating on the inhabitants of far distant nations.
In short that the burmng beam of the sun is but partially
instrumental in colouring the Ethiopian’s skin.

If we thus make an estimate of the Canadian, we will
perhaps be led to consider his ancestor in some of the
various districts or departments of France, where altheugh
there is a variety of climate from Normandy to the confines
of Italy, we perceive a similarity of complexion, which
identity of colour we finda good deal existing in the Colo-
nist Frenchman’s face in the chill meridians of North
America.

The temper and manners peculiar to the French attach
to the Canadians, which is chiefly observable in the sex.
The Canadian women are lively, easy, good natured and
obliging; their persons are neat and pleasing, although
they have but few pretensions to beauty. Yet it is ama-
zing to think how their personal defects are happily set off
by some charm of behaviour, which cannet be described,
but which renders them always engaging and agreeable.

There is a degree of rank or quality, to which a respect-
ful homage belongs among the Canadians, intitled Seig-
neur or lord of the village. These individuals, distin-
guished although humble, maintain somewhat of the old
feudal authority, and actually presume more on their im-
portance than a nobleman in England weuld among his
tenantry. They are the direct descendants of the French
officers, who obtained debentures and became settlers,
when Canada was colonized at first. Being above the
business of reclaiming and tilling their plantations, and
cherishing the distinctions of the French noblesse in the
vast woods of North America, they parcellad out their
grounds, like the Generals of the feudal times in Europe,
to the soldiers who followed their fortunes. The actual
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cultivator or tenant, who classed in some sort as vassal ta
a superior officer, possessed the land by paying a small
_quit rent and pecuniary fine. Of such small consideration,
anidea may be taken from this, viz. That a lordship in
Canada of two leagues in front, and unlimited in extent
backwards (called the droit du moulin or melarie) produced
the seignour but a trifling revenue, so trifling in amount
that at present the lord is often poox, and his tenant under
him wealthy in comparison. Yet high and dutiful respect
is exacted by and paid to the seigreur who reckons his
lineage ftom the ancient nobility of France, and whe
claims as his right considerable influence and. exclusive
privileges, which had been granted to French officers in
the colonization of the country.

"These lords of the soil or seignewrs are said to be the
posterity of a particular order of nobility, who were allowed
by Louis X1V, to exercise trade and commerce by sea
and land, without degradation or derogating from their
honours and rights. Trading and commercial pursuits
were considered in the old monarchy altogether beneath
and inconsistent with the exalted rank and dignity. of the
noblesse ingeneral; and of consequence the merchant noble-
man in France, although legally possessed of his title, could
not class in similar respect with the other branches of the
peerage. However, the sons of mercantile peers, emigrat-
ing to Canada, might there presume on the rank of their
fathers as they pleased, and avail themselves ofany advan-
tages in trade and business which the country afforded to
industry and enterprize. They notwithstanding appeared
listless to engage in affairs. of comunerce, as we do not
find either spirit or capital embarked by merchants in
Canada until the cession of it to England, and, in most
cases since, the man of business there is a British adven-
turer or settler. But whatever disrelish of pursuing the
mercantile line attaches to. Canadians, they almost univer-
sally refuse the employment of handicrafts or working
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artizans. 'Fhe Canadian, however poor, claims some
kindred with the family of the seigmeur, and penetrated
with a degreeof pride in consequence, while he laboursand |
tills his farm, he will not condescend to employ himself as
a mechanical man.

The capital of Canada and all British America is Que-
bec, situate at the confluence of the rivers St. Laurence
and St. Charles. 1t has to boast of its inland situation in
a degree that no other city .in the known world can do.
Although 120 leagues distant from the sea, it derives sin-
gular advantage from the navigation of the St. Laurence,
which furnishes the city with a fresh water harbour com-
modious enough to admit from the ocean and keep at safe
moorings 100 ships of the line. Quebec is builded on a
foundation of rock consisting of marble and slate, and is
divided into what is now called the Upper and Lower.
€ontiguous is an excellent mine of lead. The city was
founded in 1608, when, we are told, the flow tide used to
wash the foot of the rock. Since then the St. Laurence
must have subsided, as a space now intervenes between
therock and river, on which has been erected a considera-
bly large suburb entitled the lower town beneath a preci-
pice of about forty-eight feet high. The houses of upper
and lower Quebec are made of stone, strong and conveni-
ent buildings, mostly inhabited by merchants. The na-
tural situation of the town renders its defence not difficult,
as were 1t assailed by a fleet, the upper division of the
city stands beyond the fire of an enemy’s ships, which
would be greatly exposed to the canen and bombs from the
elevated ramparts. 'The lower part of Quebec is defended
by a platform flanked with two bastions, which at high
water and spring tides are almost level with the surface of
the sea. At a short interval above these bastions is a half
bastion, cut from out of the solid rock, and a little higher
stands a large battery surmounted by a square fort; the
most regular of all the fortifications, and in which the
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governor resides. The fortifications though extensive are
a good deal wanting in regularity, and the ways of com-
munication between the works are rugged in the extreme.
The rocky barrier, dividing the upper and lower towns,
extends with a front steep and bold to a considerable way
westward, in the direction of the St.Laurence. Lower
Quebec is well supplied with water, which often becomes
scarce in the upper town. Quebec was besieged by the
British in 1711 ; but without success. They, however,
succeeded in taking it in September 1759, when the ad-
mired and lamented General Wolfe, who commanded the
besiegers, lost his valuable life. The town is convenienced
by several quays, and a commodious place for heaving
down vessels to be repaired, called Cul de sac, where the
king’s ships lay bye during the winter, safe from the frosts
and breakings of the ice, which prove very hazardous to
the shipping. Unless ships are thus laid up, when the
freezing season sets in, they suffer great risks of damage,
if not wreck from the islands of floating ice in the St.
Laurence.

The causeway, by whlch the American General Mont-
gomery made his attack in 1775, does not exceed twenty-
four feet in width. On one side rises a perpendicular
bulwark of rock, and on the other extends a steep rocky
precipice down to the river. This entrance was defended
by two strong barriers, so strong and almost impregnable,
that nothing except the necessity of a desperate effort
could justify General Montgomery in making his assault.
The event fatally proved the desparation of the attempt,
although the former barrier which,the besieged abandoned
. of purpose, flushed the assailants with a confident expecta-
tion of storming the city. The General led his troops
with intrepidity forward to the second barrier, where two
_ pieces of cannon, which had been concealed, were opened
~ upon them, and caused extraordinary havoc and confusion
among the besiegers, many of whom in retreat were

T
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precipitated from the rock. This signal defeat grf:aﬂy
contributed to make the Americans desist in despair of
capturing Quebec, in consequence of the loss of a popular
commanding officer, and the slaughter of such a number
of their best soldiers, which swas chiefly owing to the judi-
cious manceuvre of letting the American General take the.
outer barrier. This stratagem had nearly heen frustrated
by the eager impetuosity of British sailors posted there
with the guns, who were proceeding to fire forthwith,
until stopped by the threats of the officers. Deceived in
this manner, the enemy advancing abreast, and filling the
causeway, was confounded and overwhelmed with a dread-
ful fire from the inner battery, which must have caused
him extraordinary destruction. On nearly the same
_ground, where fell General Woife in the ardour of his
honourable career, and the arms of victory and affection
General Montgomery expired in discomfiture devoted to the’
cause of the Colonicx, hut vet pitied and even applauded for
valour and generous dispositions by the officers whom that
great and eventful cause had made his enemies: Ilis de-
cease scemed to make hostility in all its rage pause at the
moment ! Whatever of enmity he encountered was buried
with his body in the grave, where contending heroes at
length sleep in the dust, and leave the legacy of war and
vexation of spirit fo their angry and aspiring survivors.
Thus at last the most terrible things which have heen
acted on the blood-stained theatre of the earth, lose the
sting of strife, and are narrated and heard “like a tale
that is told.” General Montgomery’s memory is deserved-
ly dear to America, and if on no other acceunt, his fal
being locally associated with that of Wolfe, his name will,
no doubt, be sent down by the historian to the latest pos-
terity on both sides of the ocean. Had he survived and .
succeeded at Quebec, he probably would have held a situ-
ation in the American army inferior te Washington only,
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and moreover his abilities and popularity in the States
might have raised him to stations of political eminence.

About three leagues- from Quebec a nation of Indians
inhabit a village called Indian Lorette. They are.a good
deal civilized, and very ingenious at making bead orna-
ments. This people keep an uncommen breed of hunting
dogs, equal to the hounds of Europe, having upright ears,
a .dark brindled colour, and snout long like the wolf.
These dogs are as remarkable for fidelity as our house-dogs,
aithough ill-fed and _little attended to by their owners,
who never trouble themselves with keeping other domestic
animals. The chief business of this tribe is navigating the
canoe, which they construct of the strong bark of the
birch, sewed with tough strings of the inner rmd of - trees‘
and staunched from leaking with a bitumenous matter
like tar or piteh. = The boughs of the hickory they
foym into rtbs for tlus simple boat which they bluld of
different dimensions, to contain from two to thirty pessons.
In managing this little vessel the Indian uses but a paddle,
and makes way with amazing expedition. It was in one
of these Indian canoes that General Sir Guy Carleton,
accompanied with an aid de cump, passed undetected
through the enemy’s flect from Montreal to Quebec; to
put the city in a state of defence.* '

The line of road frem Quebec to Montreal is thhout
interruption in view of the river, and mostly contiguous to
its banks, which renders the way very pleasant to travel-
Yers, particularly in the season of summer, which is always
attended by the blowing of a grateful breeze.

- The St. Lawrence, from Quebec to Trois Rivieres is very
hroad and there it forms a large lake called St. Pterre,'
which is too extensive for the eye to sce across it. One’
perceives but a part of the sheet. of water, interspersed
with islands and vessels sailing on its surface, which alto-'

* See Journat of the Americarr War, page 80.
T 2
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gether gives a romantic prospect. The tide does not flow
farther than this lake, stopping a few leagues beyond T'rois
Rivieres, where the St. Laurence is met again, and runs
with extraordinary rapidity, at the rate of eight miles an
hour. As the river makes its appearance you are led to
think it a different one. It then runs about four miles an
hour, and gradually becomes more rapid, until at Mon-
treal it goes ten miles an hour, which renders sailing very
difficult. Here nothing but strong favourable wind, with
sails full set, can enable ships to stem the current. Ves-
sels, from unfavourable winds and light breezes, have
been delayed as long in passing from Montreal to Quebee,

which is computed at about 170 miles, as they usually are
on their voyage to Canada from England. :

* The St. Laurence is about three miles wide at Mon-
treal, and the current’s rapidity renders crossing it there
not merely disagreeable but dangerous. Unless assisted
by skilful pilots, those that want to gain the oppo-
site side are sure to be carried below the points where
they intend to go ashore. Yet it is wonderful how expert
the Canadians are in working their canoes on such occa-
sions, but yet in this business they are excelled by the
Indians, whose canoes'are of a lighter construction. The
Canadians make theirs of the red elm, which they hollow
from a single trunk of' a tree sometimes large enough to
hold twenty men. ’

+ There is an island in the middle of- the river opposite
to Montreal, in which a mill is evected with eight pair of
grinding stones, kept in motion together by the action of
a single wheel. It is said to cost in building it 11,000Z
A sufficiency of water is procured for its constant working’
by a vast wall of stone extending eut into the bed of the
St. Laurence, and making a very acute angle with the
bank. At the extremity of this curious dam, vessels pass

before the stream, while at the same time the mill continues
to work.
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When Canada was ceded to Great Britain in 1760,
Montreal was almost as large and considerable as Quebec,
but since then it has suffered greatly by fire. 'Travellers
are surprised to see the inhabitants here, when retiring to
rest at night, kindle great fires in their stoves, which, not
to take into the account the risk of-conflagrations, must
conduce to loss of health, chiefly to Europeans,ashappened
to the writer of this memoir, who, while he served there,
was attacked with a bad head-ache, which still afflicts him
at intervals. Such keeping of fires in the houses by night
was peculiarly dangerous when the habitations were con-
structed of wood. But of late years their dwellings are
of stone, and uncommonly well secured, so as to be proof
against accidents of burning and burglary which in Lon-
don, and large towns in general, prove sometimes ruinous
to the fortunes of families.

" The plan of building used in the towns of Canada at
present is well calculated for domestic security from da-
mage. The house conmsists of one lofty arch of stone
beneath the roof, and apartments separated asunder by
such strongly cemented walls, that fire cannot communi-
eate from one room to the other. Beside, should the roof
be seized and even consumed with fire, the arch under it
is able to preclude the flame from making its way into the
lower and interior parts of the habitation. KEach apart-
" ment is fortified by means of a double' door, the inner of
wood, and the outer sheeted with iron. The shutters of
the windows are alike strongly secured. 'The iron lining
affixed to the doors and shutters is about half antinch in
thickness, and painted green, which serves as an agreeable
eolour in contrast with the white appearance of the houses
in Canada.- ' :

At November. commences the season .of bustle and
business among the traders of Montreal in taking home
those furs which they procure from the nations of Indians,
previous to the setting in of the winter's rigours, A short
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account of the manner in which the fur trade is carried on,
in the vast wilderness of America, may afford the reader
a new idea, if it conveys no interesting information.

'L'he travelling merchants, who visit the [ndian dtsmcts,
have to encounter a variety of hardships and perils, which
would make most LKuropeans shrink from such a mode of
forwarding one’s fortune, and which nothing but the spirit
of gain (that great idol of the earth!) inspires even the
merchant of America, who is used to it, to embark his
safety and hopes in pursuing it as he annually does. The
trader calculates to a certainty of amassing more than a
comfortable compectence by the pursuit of this dreary
business in a very few years, and, therefore buoyed upon
the wings of avarice and adventure, he braves the terrors
of death, and visits the most savage recesses ! So it is that
the genius of trade has done more, to explore unknown
and frightful regions, than Mars himself after all his
astonishing expeditions and invasions about the world.
Of this enterprising ardour which possesses the merchant,
by which he travels in the seas and keeps company with
the winds, we can form some idea, if we estimate what
may be called a floating caravan going from Montreal into
the upper lakes, having to earry cumbrous loads of market-
able matters for the Indian traffic, through formidable
rapids, and overland from river to river for many leagnes
among great mountains and deep forests.

'T'he usage of individuals engaged-in trading for furs is
to proceed in spring in eompanies of from twenty to thirty,
earrying the articles wanted for barter with the Indians in
several large canoes. They take any direction of route
in which they hope to meet an Indian tribe, and for this
purpose they mostly keep in the upper lakes. 1If, as if
sometimes happens, they miss their object of meeting with
Indians, they return back by the lakes, and shape their
course westward. 'The matters usually taken to give in
exchange for skins are particularly spirituous liquors,
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tobacco, blankets, powder and ball, kettles, hatchets, toma-
hawks, looking-glasses, colours or paints to tinge the face
and skin. These articles the Indian looks for as necessaries
and luxuri¢s, which he will endeavour to obtain by ail
means. ‘ '

The travelling traders often continue absent from their
homes and families for three years, and at their departure,
in consequence of the riske and dangers they must meet
in their way, it is customary with them to settle their
family affairs and make their wills. 'Of the perilous «ir-
cumstances into which they are thrown, in their travels in
American deserts, an idea may be conceived from this, viz.
That sometimes a trading party are all of them sacrificed
in revenge by the barbarians they bave to deal with,
should a firelock, as often might be the case, burst and kill
or wound an Indian while he uses it, or for the sake of
seizing and possessing the goods and stores of the traders
on such océasions. 'The fault and failures of firelocks,
made handsome and shewey, of purpose to please and evea
deceive the Indian buyer, is the general cause of resent-
ment, to kindle the vengeful passions of this barbarous
human creature who stops at nothing which treachery and
fury can effect to satisfy his rage. While possessed by
this terrible spirit he is known to retaliate on any indivi-
dual or party of traders he first meets, visiting whites
without distinction with vengeance for the fraudulent
dealing of a few. o |

Along with the danger of falling victims to Indian out-
rage, the arduous nature of journeying in such remete
and mountainous tracts, where winter reigns in all his
rigours, the unfortunate trader is often involved in a world
of distressful and sometimes desparate trials and fatigues.
From November to April the longest rivers are froxen: and
bound up with ice. The snows from foar to six feet-deep,
cover the earth, and the cald of course Is' in pmpdmon
intense. - Yet the traveller is o wall defonded by a £t

N
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dress, and the atmosphere is so pure and clear, that the
weather is neither so injurious to health, or so uninviting
as an European might imagine. If this local advantage
-of climate attends the trader in his wanderings in the
back country, the Canadian in the rneighbourhood of the
sea, and residing in cultivated grounds must be favoured
with a far better air, and possess various means of superior
comfort and pleasure during the wintery months.

Thus winter itself contributes without doors to the diver-
sions of Canadians; the ice furnishes a pleasure ground
for their sports, and an easy road for enabling them to
make journies with dispatch, if not delight. The people
of Montreal are in the habits of postponing the time of
going to Quebec on business until winter prepares the
St. Laurence with a strong icy surface for their sledges or
‘carcoles. 'This vehicle is fashioned in a variety of ways,
according to the taste or caprice of individuals, such as
the representation of some beast or fowl, and painted on
the outside with fantastic portraits and pictures descriptive
of the season and scenery of the country. The horses of
Canada draw it with ease at the rate of fiftecn miles an
hour, so that a Canadian will go forty or fifty miles to sec
a friend, and sometimes return the same day.

¢ Eager on rapid sleds,
Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel
The long resounding course,”

The common people and persons of condition usually
make this winter-chariot differently, the former having it
level with and sliding on the snow and ice, while the
latter construct it on runners or low wheels, which raise it
from the ground about two feet. ,

Notwithstanding the severity of cold in Canada, which
renders the St. Laurence a sheet of ice, there are hot
springs which remain uncongealed, proof against the in-
tensest frosts, To save the unguarded traveller from fall-

3
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ing into them the people of the country put large firs or
pine trees erect in the ice-bound beds of their rivers. The
pines thus fastened by the frosts continue green, and even
seem to vegetate, the while, so much so that a stranger"
might sometimes fancy himself travelling by land upon a
road lined with trees growing alongside.

Contiguous to the river’s sides the ice supplies a flat and
level ground to go on, but in the mid-current the passage
is rugged and hilly. This is occasioned by the powerful
force and rapidity of the water underneath, throwing up
fragments of broken jce. Standing upon a rising ground
of ice thus formed, you might perceive the most grotesque
appearances and figures, sometimes of human beings,
beasts, and hinds, and of almost every object which the
earth offers to the eye. In short the winter affords much
gratification, and even some advantages to Canadians,
which they never fail to avail themselves of. The waters
dhen present a stable medium to take friends and neighbours
te visit, and meet at home and abroad. The days are
much devoted to exercises and playing on the ice, and the
evenings are passed in amusing themselves within doors
with hospitable entertainments and dances, which, after
the fashion of their European ancestors, the Canadians
indulge in with all the heart, and that light facsinating

 spirit which appears peculiar to the French people.

In April winter makes a quick departure, and spring
comes suddenly with warmth and those genial suns, which
advance and .quicken the vegetable kingdom, in a manner
almost incredible to persons that live in the tropical and
temperate latitudes. It is surprising to witness the rapjd
growth of .all sorts of fruits and vegetables in the spring
time at Canada. The soil is generally very good, pro-
ducing wheat, barley, rye, and indeed all sorts of grain
well, and in great plenty. Tobacco is a good deal culti-
vated, and is found tp thrive here.

| U
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If this account of Canada be right, the northiernly
regions of the earth are not the most uncomfortable. Pro-
bably, in cowmparison with the countrics under and near
the tropics, they would be found in many cases to contribute
more to the health and comfort of mankind. However,
the Canadian has not the local disadvantage attending
some cold regions. He is not obliged like the Muscovite
and Laplander to confine himsel{ at home for days and
weeks together; as must be the case when winter spreads
abroad the clouds and darkness of a long lingering night,
which lasts for months. But even in Tartary and Siberia
the native is not cast out from consolations, as many may
think he might be. The Almighty appears to be parenta}
in his mevcy and bounty to all ; and thus the Siberian and
American savage possess their share of that superintend-
ing goodness, which we find co-extensive with the universe,
"The Canadian is never kept by the weather within doors,
except when it snows, which seldom happens but at the
setfing in of winter, when the fall of srow is abundant,
and even then constant snowing continues only a few
days. As soon as winter thus makes his entrance (cloth-
ing the land with a snowy mantle) the weather settles, the
air becomes pure, and the sky serene. The air of Canada
is considered very sulubrious, although the inhabitants
are subject to consumptions, which carry off many of
them before they arrive at maturity. Individuals who pass
that stage of human life usually survive to a good old age.

Canada, it will be easy to conceive, affords the traveller
scveral stupendous, as well as picturesque views and
curiosities. Of these the falls of Niagara deserve to be
particularly mentioned. - Niagara river connects the north-
ern extrervity of Lake Erie with Lake Ontario, and is
about thirty miles in- lerigth, from Fort Erie to Fort Nia-
gara, formne a part of the line of limits which geparates
the United States from Upper Canada. The falls are
opposite to I'ort Slusher, about seven or eight miles south~
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ward of Lake Ontario. They are owing to the elevation
of the ground which contains Lake Erie above the hed of
the Ontario. This elevation is computed at three hun-
dred feet in a very steep slope, or inclined plain nearly
perpendicular in some parts. In this way the cataract is
caused, above which, about three miles distant, 1s Fort
Chippeway; to this fort batteaux gan sail with safety,
but were a boat to proceed farther towards the falls, it
would be in danger of a rapid absorption among the rocks,
by which the raging, boisteroys waves are broken, and
tossed with terrific violence. Yet this vast agi.ation is
mostly confined to the sides of the river, as the mid-euirent,
although asvonderfully impetuous, rolls unbroken and
cquable in its course, so much so that some hoats zre
known to make good their way to an islet in the neigh-
bourhood of the falls, where the river divides itself. {.c
attempt to do so is always rash in the extreme, { uznicss
the boat can keep the mid-current without deviating in
the least to either side, destruction is inevitahle. Such
being the hazard of gaining and leaving the islet, one
might conclude that none would be found fool-hardy
enough to make such a risk. Yet some few individuals
venture, it is possible, for the sake of beholding to great
advantage the amazing body of falling water, as it pitches
from the projecting precipice, or probalil~, in most cases,
from a motive of vunty, 1 ocder to have to boast that
ihey once visited this point of peril.

The piich, which the prodigious volume of water
acquires, appears sublime as a sight, and surprising be-
yond any previous idea which could be chtertained of it.
Astonishment, or rather stupefaction seizes the spectator,
while he beholds an entire turious river, 712 yards wide,
precipitating itself into a dreadi:l chasm. The huge,
hollow roar or sound of descending waters is sail to he
heard generally at the distance of twenty miles on all sides,
and should the sky be clear, more than forty milgs in the

U2
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current of a faréuring wind. Irom the shock occasidned
by it a tremulous motion is communicated to the earth for
several roods around, and a constant fog or mist beclouds
the horizon, in which, if the sun shines, rainbows are
always seen. Small showers of the dashed up spray also
besprinkle the foliage of ncighbouring trees, and, in win-
ter being congealed by the cold, depend upon the branches
in thousands of little icicles, or chrystalized dews. 'The
watery volume is reckoned to send down 672,000 tons a
minute, and the descent is calculated at 150 feet. If
then we take the proportions of the weight of water, and
clevation or height of the fall, the increments, or accumu-
lating encrease of its velocity and force in descending,
cannot but make us wonder how the stony foundations
upon which it dashes down can remain unbroken beneath
such unceasing shocks. The philosophic mind, and even
mathematical precision itself in this case, must make a
religious estimate, and borrow a sacred sentiment, viz.
That the divine Architect, (who created the heavens and the
earth in the beginning!) made the round world so fast,
that its mechanism cannot be moved or broke asunder,
except by his own omnipotent means. His presiding pro-
vidence or his actual powerful agency is universally evi-
denced in his works. The majestic ocean and the large
tributary rivers, as they roll, declare it to the continents
and islands. And the loud cataract, with the voice of
many waters, proclaims to savage tribes the Creator and
Preserver of the great globe they inhabit !

Below this terrible cataract are always to be found the
bruised and iacerated bodies of fishes, and even land ani-
mals which had been arrested by the suction of the vora-
cious waves, as also shattered beams and timbers absorbed
in the same manner. Many accounts are mentioned rela-
tive to fata! accidents happening to individuals at the falls,
particularly the melancholy fate of a poor intoxicated
Indian, who lay asleep in his canoe, aftér he had tied it to
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the river’s bank some miles distant above the falls. His
squaw or wife sat ashore watching him, and having been
seen by a sailor belonging to a ship of war in the Lakes,
he endeavoured to prevail with her to gratify his lastful
desires. The woman reluctant, ran to awaken her hus-
band, but before she could do so, the unprincipled, inha-
man fellow, who pursued her, cut the rope which tied the
canoe to the shore. Thus disengaged it drifted down near
the falls, ere the unfortunate man perceived his desperate
situation. He then with his paddle resolutely attempted
to rescue himself from the absorbing fury of the current,
and made astonishing exertions, but finding his labour
entirely hopeless, he at length calmly wrapped himself in
his blanket, and met precipitate destruction with silent
composure,

In the animals and quadrupeds of Canada several pecu-
liarities are perceivable. The Canadian bear seems some-
what different from that of other countries. He is rather
-shy than fierce, flying in most cases from men and dogs,
and dangerous only if wounded, and after leaving his
-hollow tree, the re:idence of his torpid state in winter, or
-in the rutting season in July, when it is hazardous to
meet him. In the ruiting time he is lean, and his flesh is
found so rancid in flavour, that the Indians, who feast on
it at other times, refuse it then. He, however, soon reco-
-vers and fattens on the abundant {ruits of the woods, where
he climbs the loftiest trees for subsistence, which renders
bears’ flesh not only good, buf, according to the general
taste of Canadians, delicious.

The bear in all the latitudes far north is known to pass
the winter months in almost a continued lethargy or torpor,
and it is usually thought that during this slumbering cir-
cumstance of the bear’s life, he takes no sustenance. In
Lapland bears choose some covered and close sitnation
- beneath the snow, where during the long night of that
region, they sleep together in numbers. "This gregarious
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eleeping acquires great additional warmth, and from the
state of the country, buried under mountains of snow,
and embraced with thick clouds, this animal cannot, at all
events for many weeks, go out in quest of food; and
traveller agree in their accounts of the bear’s never laying
up any winter-store of provisions.

¢ There through the piny forest half.absorpt,
Rouogh tenant of these shades, the shapeless bear
Witli dangling ice all horrid, stalks forlorn ;
Siow.pac’d, and sourer as the storms increase,
He makes Lis bed beneath th’ inclement drift,
And with stern patience, scorning weak complaint,
Hardens his heart against assailing want.”

It is mentioned by some that the bear is a good deal
subsisted by licking his own greasy paws. The natural
philesopher and physician give us to understand, that the
almost total absence of perspiration in the bear at this
season, saves him from those actual losses of the constitu-
tion, which in other animals, that perspire profusely,’
require continued rogular repairs by eating and drinking.
Probably in the more northern countries this may be a goad
deal the case. In Canada, it would seem from the infor- -
mation of the inhabitants, that the bear is sometimes oh-
liged to lcave his reweat for feeding ; but with the excep-
tion of such occastonal excursions, which we have reason
to presume are seldom taken, he continues his slumbers,
until winter makes its exit. Bears, it is observable, do not
crowd together duriny the slecping months, owing, no
doubt, to Canada’s being more temperate than portions
of the earth nearer the poles. They tell in Canada of a
bear which had been kept chaiscd an entire winter, with-
eut any thiny to subsist on, and yet it not only survived,
- but did not leok urusuvally lean at the expiration of the
geason,
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In winter is the time for hunting and taking the bear.
He is awakened from his comfortable bed, (where he covers
himself in the hollowed part of some tree,) and turned
out by setting fire to the trunk near the ground, which
burning and filling the cavity with smoke, he is obliged to
come forth to the hunters, who seldom fail to kill him on
such occasions.

The rat of North America is in general valued for its

skin, but the species or sorts of this small animal which
the trader particularly looks for are the opossum, and musk.
The female opussum is said by many to receive its young
ones into its belly at will, after bringing them forth.. The
real case however is, that nature provides the animal with
a membrane-bag which covers its belly for the purpose of
keeping its offspring safe from injury, until they arrive at
strength and age to make the necessary provisions for their
own séfety and subsistance. The integument or bag
alluded, to is furnished with an aperture or hole to admit
or let out the young opessums, and the dam can expand
or contract it at pleasure. In this little phenomenon of
the animal kingdom we have an instance of the wise and
merciful econemy of Providence, which fits creatures in
‘general with means of preservation, suitable with their
condition, and the climates of which they are natives.
‘In this secure confinement, carrying her little ones from
pursuit and harm, the opossum -often climbs high trees.
Another singularity attaching to the opossum is this, viz.
It escapes from the mountain-cai, and other climbing ani-
mals of prey, to the extremest points of the branches, from
which it suspends itself by means of its tail, in such a
manner that its pursuer cannot arrest it. The musk rat
is greatly sought after for a precious perfume of that
name which it supplies, nearly in the same manner as does
the beaver. It is contended by some that this rat is a
- diminutive species of the beaver genus.
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It was mentioned that “Canadians appear somewhat
peculiar in religious observance, particularly in their erect-
g large crosses and representations of saints upon the
highway. The procession of Holy Phursday, which they
entitle La fete Dieu, cannot but engage the attention of
travellers. The people of Montreal prepare for the cele-
bration of this public ceremonial, by procuring large pines
and firs from the woods, with which they line the streets
on both sides, making the boughs connect at top, so that
the religious spectacle proceeds under an immediate um-
brageous shelter, as if the trees were gmwmw in the place.
About eleven in the forenoon the procession .occupying
nearly the ground of half a mile in length, and consisting
of the Clergy in general, and the friars of all the monas.
teries, attended wnth a band of music, begins to move from
the great church. In the centre of the procession, under
a canopy of crimson velvet supported by six priests, one
of the religious carries the host upon a large book, proba-
bly the Holy Bible, cevered with a white eloth. Before
the host are borne baskets of flowers, which boys in white
vestments scatter along the way. Four boys similarly
habited bear silver chalices with burning incense, which
they constantly waft toward the host, and a multitude of
persons attend singing hymns and anthems. Every person
passing in the way kneels, and the people in the houses do-
tie like prostrations at the windows as the precession
goes by.

On tie day previous to one.of these processions we were
noticed of it, and his Majesty (in .consequence of inde-
corous behaviour, and bad -accidents happening on the like -
reiizious occasions) having made some time befare a pro-
clamation, that proper respect should be observesl by the
1iilitary on such-celebrations, General Philips issued orders
in pursuance of it. "The ‘General’s order reguined that,
¢ non-commissioned efficers be particular in informing the
men that, when the host should go by they were to front
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it, and behave in’ a decent and respectable manner, to pull
off.their hats and -remain in that situstion until the hest
should pass.”” The:order-added, that any complaint made
to the General -of misbehaviour, if ‘proved, should ‘be
punished with the utmost severity. This is a case in point
to shew that our gracious Sovereign: always providéd for
the religious toléeration. dnd civil liberty of his subjects,
and that efficers) commanding were strictly attentive to
give his Majesty's paternal desires their due effect. - -
It is indeed suvprising to witness the effect of such reli-
gieus fetes and public obsetvances in the communtties of
the Remish ¢hurch. “The church of Rome has carried
¥ forward as much as possible the superb ‘solemnity of the
Jewish temple, and her splendor of worship, no doubt
‘has contributed to attach the mind of the multitude to har
devotion and discipline. Whether or not the foundgrs of
the Reformation were too anxxous ‘to divest the churches
which they established of such sanctimonious ornament is
beside the author s purpose to observe. But this, with due
respect to every party he may fairly remark, viz. That the
Reformed Christians ought always to be divinely suypported
.with the intrinsicaélllpninciple of gospel :piety, and the dif-
fusion of religious knosledge and mporal righteousness, in
its life and power, -in order to supply the operation and
_ interest of magmﬁcent rituals. However, we can trace
the tercmony of processions to the remotest antiquity
"among Jews and Gentiles. The taking forth of the ark
'of the covenant by the tribes always produced an extra-
orllinary devout impulse in the minds of Tsraelites, and the
impulse itself sometimes proved effectual to strengthen the
“dispencation and kmgdom of the Jews. The Canadign
fete which gave occasion to these remarks was representa-
‘tive of onr Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem, when he was
-welcomed with hosannas, and those who rejoiced to re-
eeive him scattered branches of palm in the highway. Qn
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this subject it is observable, that there-is a similiarity of
ritual noticeable in the treligious ceremonies of most na.
tions ; which weuld lead usto think that the most en-
lightened and disﬁnguished states borrowed their hallowed
emblems and ceremionials from the kingdoms of Judah
and Israel. At this day it is striking to consider: homi the
procession. of Brammi on the banks of ‘the Ganges as-
similates to tlie one alluded to. -As-the car with the image
is rolled along the Hindoo worshippers carry’ boughsof
the date-bearing palm, the valued tree of - India." Améng
“the Greeks who immediately took :theif worship. fram
Egypt, and probably in same measiire from the.observances
cof Israel,;we find processions greatly indulged in.... The®
description of the shicld of Achillés fugnishes a* pleasiig
plctme of a yvintage plocgsslion,(as nanslatekl by Mr. Popez

“

LY Codngr R P .,-’.h
o« Fo thls one. path“ 1y gently wmdmg l(adq

FRRINY s il

Where march a train ‘with basls.cts on thur heads, '
(Faxr-malds, and bloommg youths) ‘that’ smllmg bear

2 The purple product of the autumnal year.

":.U Yol oG

To these a )outh awales the' warbling strings, *
“"Whose tender lay the fate of Liwus sings; - ) byyevl )ﬂ
] ;¥= ~In measuf’d danée behind him move the train, iy i 'ﬁ
. - Tune soft the voice, and answer to'the strain,”” i f10iel !
g et ot ombe b g hus il el
o concludmg this chapter an obscrvation offers itself,
,viz. That the Canadlan looks somewhat smtrular jin’ both
civil and religious usages, and that hxs pecuharlty appears
to arisc from At}he scenes ,arr.oundlv him. This is always in
some sort the case, but much more so in Canada. The'
ocean, the rivers, cataracts, mountains and woods in this
northerd country of America are all astomshm , and there-
. fore the ideas of the people cannot fail to corr espond with
tLe secnery of the district more or less. The northern
latetades have uwanably a great dcal of the stupendous,
gand a.Lthough Canada is not the coldest region of - winter

)et it is situate within winter’s pecuhar meridians. It

-
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has many of the local peculiarities of countries far north,
while it is happily furnished with the comforts of civilized
life, those comforts and blessings of society from which
the Siberian and Muscovite are greatly debarred in their
back settlements on the globe. , ' i |

£ But what is this? Our infant winter sinks,
Divested of his grandeur, should our eyes
Astonish’d, shoot'into the frigid zone ;
Where, for relentless months, continual night
Holds o’er the glittering waste her starry reign. .. -

There, through the prison of unbounded wilds, -

Barr"d by the hand of nature from escape,
Wide-roams the Russian exile. Nonght around
Strikes his sad eye, but deserts lost in snow ;
And heavy-loaded groves ; and solid floods,
That stretch, athwart the solitary vast,
Their - icy horrors to the frozen main ;
And chearless towns far distant, never bless'd,
Save when its annual course the caravan
Bends to the golden coast of rich Cathay,
With news of human kind,”’

P
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CHAP, IX.

BT wat)

A Soldier cxpires in:quarters by excess of rage. Arny em-
barks at St. Jaln's to cross Lake Champlain..  Catl-fish.
Migrating Pigeom v Musquitoes, A Fribe of Thdians
Join [he /hmJ The Indian's manner of living and
warfure, Scalping. Tomahawh.' Lake Greorge. dme-
rican Snake. Farmer “Hector St. John's description of
it. Account of Battles - and Skirmishes previous to the

Surrender at Saratoga. Gmeral Obscrrations, &e. -

N . N

DURING our stay;.in Canada the army had. sufficient
time for previding to meet the:enemy,.and although in
thus preparing the troops were much occupied in aequiring
whatever cfiiciency fraining and exercise could produce,
vet comparatively with- aetual engagements suck a season
was a time of inactivity, In cantonments the greatest
care of the commander is wanted to keep regiments well
regulated and in ovder, as numbers of the soldlery will
take occasion to indulge in disorderly habits, and so be-
come worse in all respects. Means should be used there-
fure to keep the men regularly and usefully employed, so
s to inspire them, as much as can be, with good impres-
stons of duty and even moral propriety. It may be
thought, that to attempt nental .reformation among an
army would be vain, but something in this way might be
effected, and even salutary amendments produced which
might excite surprise. At all events strict precautionary
measures should never be remiitted, as from the remissness
of command and lax discipline, accidents of misbehaviour,
tiot, and outmge cannot fail to happen.

\

A case in some
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way Hlustrative of this argument occurred while we were
cantoned in Canada. A soldier notorious for wickedness
and hoisterous temper, quarrelling with one of the meny
and, no doubt,, knowing he could not with impunity gra-
tify his rage, expired in -excess of anger. lle was
remarkable for blasphemous swearing and the worst con-
duct, and- his awful manner of dying made a solemm im-
pression on the minds of the soldiers, when they considerod
his profane life and sudden decease.*

SOOI rPI IS PSP

TEA c};ée similar with the above mentioned is told of J. S.
pri\‘ate‘ in'the 15th light dr.:w'oons, who had contracted sucha
ha.blt of odious cursing, that he was generally called Morial
Jack. In this respect hlS conduct becaine proverbialy, ¢ You
are as bad as Mortal Jack,” wasa common remark. On April
the "4th 1794, at Cambray, while asleep in his tont, he dise
turbed his fellow soldiers by makmg an uynusual and dismal
noise.  On . being with difficulty awaked, he said, ‘I have
been dreammfr I was reaping corn with my fa,ther, in a field
where I once beat him, hecause he would not supply me with
money ; and I thought that a number of yenomous- creatures
fixed upon me, and that a large one flying over the corn, took
me by the throat. My father seeing the danger I wasin, strove
to drive them away. I imagined that the earth shook, trembled
and opened ; and that the venomous creature which seized me,
dragged me into an opening chasm; or pit, when the earth im-
mediately closed upon me ;. and this day, I believe I shall be in
hell!” He just related -this strange -dream, with which his
cempanions were diverting themselves, saying, ¢ the devil is
coming.for mortal Jack,’ when the trumpet sounded for action.
Instantly they rose, saddled, mounted, and were ordered te form
two deep, advance and churge the ememy’s infantry ; which
fired: ypon them as they advanced. Thxs was about four in the

-morning. S. had been in various. engagements, and it seems,
had always behaved in a coprageous and soldier-like manner :
~but now apparently, hls courage, for the first time, farsook him.

g
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Haring wintered and remained in Canade until June,
our army proceeded toward fthe enemy for the purpose of
hostile operations. We embarked at St. John's in order
to cross Lake Champlain, which is so extensive in "width
that one cannot with the naked eye discern the opposite
shore. It is pleasantly interspersed with wooded islands,
and abounds with various kinds of fish, of which the cat-
fish is one of the most singular in shape, being ahout
eighteen inches long, and of a dark brown colour. Itis
unfurnished with scales, but provided on its head, which
resembles that of a cat, with protuberances of about two
inches cach, like the horns of a snail. These it can liftor

S PILEITI IS EPOTE LS

His soul being appalled by his dream, he had scarce strength
to draw his sword ; which when drawn, visibly shook in his
hand. His serjeant observing his perturbatibn, and either not
knowing, or notadverting to the cause, thought him afraid of
danger; and threatened to accuse, and have him tried for
eowardice. While he was advancing, covercd by his front.
man, a ball struck him in the body, and he fell from his horse.
Those of his companions who were acquainted with his late g
awful dream, supposed that his fall was occasioned by fear ;
but, at the close of the engagement, he was found dead from a
musket-ba]l. There being a previous agreement between him.
self and his comrade, that if either of them should fall, the sur-
vivor should inform the friends of the deceased; therefore his
comrade wrote to his father, informing him of his son’s death.
On the return of the 15th to England, 8.’s father sent a message,
requesting that the comrade would call upon him, and give him
farther particulars respecting his unhappy son. Accor’diﬁﬂy
he went, and found him confined, by age, to his bed. ¢ Are
you (saltl he) the young man who mformed me of my son’s
death?” ¢ 1 am,” replied the' co.mrade. ¢ Ah,” rejoined
the old man, \with’tears, ‘“he caused the death of his mother
because she would not supply his extravaghnce, he threw her
down stairs; when she received a hurt from which she never
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fall at pleasure, and in handling the fish, should a person
be touched with'one of the horns or protuberances alluded
to, a-severe sensation, which may be called a shock, is
sommuiicated so powerfully, that a painful stinging is felt
for several hours. Some persons assert that it will often
continge to affect one for two or three days after. This
sipgnlarity attaching to the cat-fish of North America
seems similar a good deal to what is related of the electric
ceel of South America, and proves to us that the electrie
fluid is found to prevail in the animate as well as inanimate
ceeation. - The horns of the cat-fish are the (electric con-
diictors, and from the power of the shock received from
them, it is plain they must be greatly charged with the
electric fire or principle. The flgsh of this fish is fat aud
luscious, very like  that of our ‘gominon eel. Its fins are
‘bony and strong like¢ those of a perch. -

-+ While we passed Lake Champlain, it happened to be
ithe season when: wild pigeons migrate in flocks over the
lakes to Canada, ‘and our meeting with these airy voyagers
afforded us much. amusement. T he most of them were
decorated with. beautlful plumage, and .their ﬂwht must

r
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recovered, He was a wild lad, I gave. a premium with hlm to
a shoc-maker. - His mlsconduct to his master got him into i)r';,
son. I interfered and procured his release. He then wished
to.change his business. I found him a new master and another
trade, and gave a second premium w ith him. About six wecks
pfter, he had a child laid upon him. I settled the business b
finding security ; and on the follo“mg Sunday, while I “as at
Church, he got mto my room, broke opsu my bon:, and tool
out of Jt ten pounds which I had provided for my rent.
Throuah these misfortunes I was in arrears with m/-lanﬂlord
* who took my effects; this obliged me to apply to the paruh
yhich allows me three shlllmgs a wcek and I now live with my
daught‘er ”o o0
' ) - 3*-«‘
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be from far, ae several of them were much wearied, with
difficulty gaining the trecs to rest on, and dropping even
in the water. On thesc oceasions the soldiers, asthe vessels
sailed aloag the islands, struck them down, and picked
them up as they fell. During this migration of the
pigeons the Canadians take much pleasure in shooting
themn, which they do afier a singular manner. They erect
ladders from the ground to the tops of the pines, on which
the pigeons roost by night in quantities. Coming softly to
the trees they fire up in the direction of the ladder so fixed,
and succeed in taking down the pigeons in numbers,
when striking & light they collect' the killed and wounded

birds around the place. This time of flight lasts .about |

three weeks, and affords the poorer Canadians the means
of subsistence upon wild pigeons until the season is over.
In passing the lakes we frequently encamped, and .at
cach encampment were obliged to clear off the under-
wood, and cut away the small trees from about us. On
such occasions we were constantly aseailed by venemous
swarms of musquitoes, that could not be kept from attack-
ing us but by the smoke and flame of large fires, which we
always were obliged to kindle for banishing this noxious
vermin. The musquitoe is the swarming pest of summer
in the woods and most districts of North America, and
the constant assailant of the air in the tropical and warm
climates of the world, where the tiny insect acquires such
vexing annoyance that the fine perfumes and hlooming
abundance of luxuriant regions are lost from enjoyment
by man, who cannot be compehsated for that peace and
comfort which the absence of angry and odious vermin
causes to the people of colder and less delightful countries.
It would seem that local advantage is accompanied bf at-
tendant disadvantage, and likewise local defect by supplies
of satisfaction and safety, in all the earth. .
One of our encampments happencd at a river upen the
Lake Champlain, which has been rendered. remarkable

é
*
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by Indian conferences at different times. It is called the
river Bouquet, from Colonel Bouquet a French officer,
who commanded an expedition against some of the Indian
nations, and here held a parley with them in the way of
pacification, when Canada was a French colony. General
Burgoyne also treated with the Indians on the same ground.
This accomplished Commander has suffered from obloquy
at home, in consequence of the use he made of the Indians,
and, it may be better for the writer of this memoir to refer
the reader to the General’s speech, and the answer of the
Indians at the mceting, than to attempt any vindication
of his character, by explaining his conduct here. The
recorded report of his conference at this river affords a

, document calculated to do him justice, in illustrating the

“honour and humanity of his motives. (See Journal of the
American War, page 155.)

The Conference being concluded, General Burgoyne
ordered that the Indians should be regaled by liquors and
other refreshments. After they were so entertained they
proceeded to perform a war dance, which may be called a
representation consisting of Melodrame and Pantomine in

% the Indian fashion. The recreations and divertisments of

the Indian are confined to the exhibition of his warlike
exercises, and the excitement of his hostile spirit. In war
he concentres every thing excellent, and, with the excep-
tion of hunting, he pursues it exclusively. It is his profes-
sion of glory, and also the pursuit of it provides his path
of safety. In thisidea he is always sedulous to make pre-
parations for it, as the means of keeping his nation and
himselfsecure from the invasions and outrage of his bar-
barous neighbours in the deep forests. Whenever, there-
fore, the Indians indulge in amusements, their diversions
become spectacles and shows of war and violence. In the
war-dance noticed their appearance was terrific and
wild in the extreme. Some were covered with the buf-
faloe’s hide, having the horns extended, to .give them a

Y
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.
more hideous aspect. Others wore dresses of feathers in
a variety of strange savage devices,and a few were entirely
naked, having the body and face painted in the most gro-
tesque colouring, so as to convey an idea of horror among
the beholders. In dressing or decorating for this barba-
rian masquerade, the Indian seemed sedulous to trick
himself in fashionable parade, as much as European beaus
endeavour to shine at a ball. e had his bear’s greasey,
vermillion, and black and green colours, which ke laid on
with much pains, adjusting the due proportions, and mak-
ing the ferocity of his face more ghastly and glaring, by
the help of a small looking-glass, which he held in his g
hand on the interesting occasion. To look the warrior i3
the Indian’s aim ; as that of the beau in civilized society,
is to step out a fin> gentleman, and to astonish the crowd, ;
and please his company is no doubt, the acme of' decorum
and distinction with the fashionables of Christendom and
of the Catabaws and Creeks and Clierohées? ’
The Indian’s mode of carrving on hostilities consists for
the most part in dextcrous ambuscades, and arduous stra-
tagems, in which, when they are overiuken, astonishing
courage and fortitude are displayed by the combatants, so .
much so, that the soldiers ‘of civilized states have no con- _
eeption of such hazardous enterprises, and actual defiance
of death in the most desperate and shocking shapes. In
an intricate country like North America they became a
desirable ally to the Royal cause, being peculiarly skilled,
in suppressing and intercepting an enemy in his most dis-
guised movements and operations. In trying to surprise
their enemies they fail to kindle fires, subsisting on raw
and the most scanty provisions, in order to escape notice.
They lie on the ground, halting by day and marching by -
night, and always send scouts on every side to reconnoitre
the country. It is wonderful to think how expert they are
in discovering the enemy in his securest retreat, which
they find by investigating his track in the most pathless
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places, and by smelling, as they do at a great distance, the
smoke of his fires. The Indian in tracing his enemies will
estimate their nuirber from the almost viewless vestiges+
of their march, and even the time which elapsed since they
passed. This was witnessed by a British oflicer who went
out with a party of Indians. They told the officer they
observed the footsteps of seven or eight men that passed
about two days before, and, after proceeding forward a
“little way, having espied a plantation and house, they
surprised in it a parly of seven Americans, that came there
as they had calculated by the traces in the way. In tra-
'ireflhug through the wooded country they mark the tall
trees which are stripped of foliage on the north side by the,
wind, and in this way take the direction of their journey.
As they ‘proceed they etch the trunks with their toma-
bawks, and cut dawn the underwood in order to ascertain
the road as they return back. :

General Burgoyne of necessity procured the assistance
of Indians in America, not from any wish to reinforce
himself with the atrocitics of Indian fighting. He found
it impracticable to march through, and secure hinself in
that country from the encmy he encountered without such

guides and associates, who enabled him o cope with the

* Americans, and save himselfficin surprise in covertscenes,

- which werz new to European armies, and where the hett
discipline and hest generalship must hecome inefiectual,
if such aprecaﬂﬁen as he resortod to. Had not been used.
General Braddock fell a victim himeelf, and sacrificed fine
troops by his improvident plan ~f operation in exposmg .
his army to the ambuscades of savage hostilities. : ‘

Persons who "arraigned Genex al . Burgoyne therefore
for availing-himself of an alliance with the Indians, argued
unfairly; and did him great injustice. He was aware-of
the arduous conflict he had to meet, and he provided pro-
per materials for the local circumstance in -which he was
employed. For this purpose he engaged the assistance of

Y2
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Indian wariors to accompany the army he commanded from
Canada. .

In crossing the lakes the Indians in their canoés, con-
taining from twenty to thirty men each, headed our troops
as they sailed in brigade. One brigade regularly followed
the other, proceeding from about seventeen to twenty miles
a day. The order of progress was so regulated that the
next following brigade occupied at night the encampment
which the immediately preceding one left in the morning®
After the Indians, the advanced corps sailed in regular
line with the Royal George and Inflexible war ships com-
ing after, towing large booms, which were used to be
thrown across two points of land. Then came the brigs
and sloops, and after them the first brigade, having the
pinnaces of Generals Burgoyne, Philips, and Reidesel, in
rear of them. Next followed the second brigade, and last
the German brigade, whose rear was brought up by the
sultlers and followers of the army.

Although the waters of the Champlain are frequently
much agitated, our army in passing found it serene and
tranquil. At one time it afforded a delightful appearance.
Undisturbed by a breeze its clear, chrystal surface became
like an indefinitively extended mirror, reflecting the heas
vens, and green umbrage of the trees which bordered the ¥
islands of the lake, while at the same time the entire army
moved majestically along in perfect order. It looked like
some stupendous fairy scene of a dream, which the waking
fancy can scarcely conceive. Picture to yourself a sheet
of fine water, where the horizon interposed between the
farther shore, with an army of men embarked upon it,
islands covered with tall trees, and the sky calm and smil-
ing. One would be tempted to forget that the element on
which he sailed was often subject to storms and shipwreck,
and that while its aspect was so inviting it became a swift
medium to carry him to fields of carnage and desolation.
Yet such was in reality the case. Lake Champlain is
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much exposed to gales which blow in squalls from the high
mountainous lands oun the north. One of these squalls
took our army in sailing, but without any damage, except
to a small brig which was’ laid on her side, and saved by
cutting away her masts. During the gale of wind we en-
eountered, it was feared the Indians must have perished,
but, contrary to our apprehensions, their canoes rode the
‘storm without injury.

On the S0th June, 1777, we assembled at Crown Point,
within sight of the eneny, whose watch-boats were seen
rowing about, but beyond the reach of our guns. Ina
few days we commenced operations against Ticonderoga.®
An ample account of hostile operations here being given
m the author’s Journal of the American War, he shall
.. eonfine himself to a few particulars at present.

After the enemy retreated we marched down to the
works, and were obliged to halt at the bridge of commu-
nication which had been broken down. In passing the
bridge and possessing ourselves of the works we found four
men lying intoxicated with drinking, who had been left
to fire the guns of a large battery on our approach. Ifad
the men -obeyed the conmands they received, we must
have suffered great injury, but they were allured by the
epportunity of a cask of Madeira to forget their instruc-
tions, and drown their cares in wine. It appeared evis
dent that they were left for the purposc alluded to, as
matches were found lighted, the ground was strewed with
powder, and the heads of some powder casks were knocked
off in order, no doubt, to injure sur men in their gaining
the works. An Indian had like to do some mischief frome
his curiosity—holding a lighted match near one of the
guns; it exploded, but being clevated, 1t discharged
without harm.

* Ticonderoga was built Ab_y the French in the year 1756.
Tt is now a heap of ruins, and forms an appendage to a farm.
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A part of our troops pursued the retreating enemy, and
evertook him at Hibbertown. The grenadiers were or-
dered to form and prevent him in the road to Castletown.
Being turned in this direction, the enemy attempted to
procecd to Pittsford, by a steep mountainous road. In this
attempt they were thrown into much coniusion by means
of our grenadiers, who climbed a very steecp ascent te
stop their march. In climbing this high ground, which

looked inaccessible, the men encountered great fatigue -

and danger, being obliged to sling their firelocks to their

sides, and sometimes ascend by laying hold of the branches
of trees.  After gaining the summit of this elevated ground,

the grenadiers had hard fighting before they prevailed
against the Americans, who were greatly superior in num-
bers, and commanded by a brave officer, Colonel Francis,
who fell in the fight.

The Amecricans were not completely routed until the
Germans came and engaged them, by means of which
seasonable assistance they suffered great loss.* They were
about 2000 in number, while the British amounted but to
850, who maintained the conflict during two hours previous
to the coming up of the Gernans, whose accession of force
fortunately decided a hard fought affair. The nature of
hostilities on the American continent acquired a sort of
implacable ardour and revenge, which happily are a good
deal unknown in the prosccution of war in general. This
remark is justified by the fate of Captain Shrimpton, of the
62d regiment, after the batile just mentioned. Some of
-our officers stood examining papers taken from the pocket
ef Colonel Francis on the ficld. As the Captain held

# It is not unworthy to observe that the German troops prg::‘
pared for the conflict as they approached the field of battle by"
singing Psalms, and that the cffect of their onset and charge,
followed by an incessant fire on their part, gave a sudden and
signal decision to the severe action of that day,

LY
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the papers he leaped and exclaimed that he was badly
wounded. The officers hcard the whizzing of the bali,
and saw the smoke of the fire, but failed to find the man
who aimed with such effect, and escaped without selzure,
or cven being seen.

In fighting in the woods the battalion manceuvring and
exc.lency of exercise were found of little value. To

prime, load, fire and charge with the bayonet expeditiously
were the chief points worthy of attention. It was our
custom after loading and priming, instead of ramming
down cartridge, to strike the breech of the firelock to the
ground, and bring it to the present and fire. In this
usage much care was necessary, lest the cartridge might
remain undischarged, as sometimes happened, when, from

" the confusion of the moment of action, the end of the car-
tridge being unbitten it might not catch fire from the burnt
priming. In this way several cartridges have been disco-
vered together in the piece unexploded, which, in the
bursting of his firelock from an overcharge, could not fail
to be very perilous and sometimes destructive to the
soldier himself, and even some of those around him.

Some confusion and lack of presence of mind must at-
tach to every young seldier, but habit and the usage of
tighting will soon supply coolness and self-possession in
action.

~ Three things prompt men to a regular discharge of their
duty in time of action, viz. personal bravery, hope of re-
ward, and fear of punishment. The two first are com-
mon to the recruit and veteran soldier, but the last most
obviously distinguishes one from the other. A coward
taught to believe that, if he breaks his rank and abandens
his colours, he will be punished with death by his own
party, will take his chanee against the enemy. Men who
are familiarized {0 danger, approach it without thinking,
whereas troops uanused to service apprehend danger where
Bo danger exists, No doubt, before the commencenment
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of a battle, a man, however he may class as a veterau,
cannot fail to feel that his life hangs upon awful accident,
and of course that natural instinct, if nothing else, which
beats within us in anxiety for self-preservation, will cause
a quick pulsation and agitate the breast. But the battle
once begun, this anxious apprehension,” which originates
from the love of cxistence when we reflect in silence, is
confounded and lost in the ardeur and conflict of the en- g
gagement, wherein reflection and thought suffer a temporary
suspense, as much for the moment as if we were constitut-
ed without them. This privation, however, is merely
commensurate with the actual overwhelming circumstance
of things, when contending armies encounter to decide the
fates of states and empires. After fighting, a thousand
severe and painful feelings call back the mind and all the ¥
affections ; and although mercy may be thought to be
estranged from the soldier’s bosom, perhaps nobody che-
rishes benevolence and pity more than he does. He looks
around him, and sees with deep affliction his companions
and friends, some dead, and some agonized with mortal
wounds ; and in short, that manifold scene of sudden
slaughter which Mars leaves behind him. Such terrible
scenes cannot but harrow the recesses of the heart, and
should victory favour the forces among whom he ranks,
even common humanity will make him suffer sorrowful
pangs for the destruction and agony of the brave ene-
mies overthrown.

It is indeed truly amazing to estimate the hair-breadth
escapes which many are blessed with in battle, while some
are terribly taken off in the first onset with the enemy.
This is usually called the fortune of war, but surely a mer-
ciful and wise Providence holds the trembling scales of
hostility, and hides numbers under the celestial wing, while
thousands fall beside one. This idea may not, it is true,
find a consenting echo in every breast, but a reflecting
mind in the day of battle cannot fail to entertain it in some
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degree. ~ And after all, in consulting the records of holy
writ, we will be fortified in the thought by a variety of
consoling senténces, and promises expressive of the divine
protection to some of us, while the same scriptural docu-

ments inspire us with sacred confidence and hope, that
every thing, at all events on such great trials and occa-
sions, eperate- in ‘eternal wisdom and universal g6od.

Death itself, in all its dreaded terrors, may thus come with
a good purposé from the pavilion of Onniip‘otenc‘e, even to
the individual who falls beforé us. However, the way in
which the arm of the Almighty - acts in hostile conflicts, is
enough to penetrate us with gratitude and awe. In the

fight of Ticonderoga, Lord Balcarres, who commanded

the light infantry; had his coat and trowsers pierced with
about thirty balls, and escaped with a slight wound, while
in the same battle, Lieut. Haggit, in the opening attack,
received a mortal wound in both eyes by a ball, and Lieut.
Douglass of the 29th, while some.of the men were taking
him wounded from the field, was killed with a ball, which
took him in the heart.

After the capture of Ticonderoga, the main body of the
army advanced to SkEnesborough and having stopped
there three weeks, to receive supplies of provisions from
Canada, proceeded to Fort Edward, where:it was appre-
hended 'the enemy would make a stand, and :give battle.
However, as the royal army advanced, they precipitately
abandoned the place, in which our troops made an encamp-
ment. Here another party of Indians joined us, some of
whom a few days after skirmished with a scouting party of
Americans, who betook themselves to flight and crossed
the river in batteaux, But the Indians were before hand
with them in gaining the shore, and took them prisoners.
In this little affair the Indians gave an unusual instance
of humanity. A brave American being badly. wounded
in the Indian skirmish, and disabled from walking,: was
sarried by them nearly three miles, and treated with great

Z
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attention. It was suspected that the Indians, in order to
ingratiate themselves with General Burgoyne, had recourse
to such kind conduci.* On approaching our camp on this
occasion, the Indians raised their usual savage yell, called
the war whoop, and their treatment of the prisoners they
brought, was peculiarly gratifying to the officers and men
of our army. They took the wounded American hefore
mentioned, to General Frazer, who interrogated him.
But sych was his intrepid spirit that he declined answering
any questions which were put to obtain information of the
designs and operations of the American forces, The cou-
rage of this individual was truly astonishing. Being ob-
liged to undergo the amputation of a limb, in conseq(xencc
of his wound, it was attempted to persuade him to discover
some of the enemy’s plans, and being told that unless he
kept himself entirely quiet he would suffer a lock-jaw,
with the greatest composure, he careclessly answered,
that it mattered not, as he died in a good cause, asserting
independence for the colonies !

It was at this time and place that the lamented Miss
M‘Crea met her untimely and unfortunate fate, by means
of the Indians, who, from that time, took occasion to de-
sert until our army was abandoned by them.t

The soldier’s labour began at this périod to become
severe in an extraordirary measure. In marching through
a difficult country, he was obliged to bear a burden which
none except the old Roman veteran ever bore. He carried -
a knapsack, blanket, haversack containing four day’s pro-
visions, a canteen for water, and a proportion of his tent
furniture, which, superadded to his accoutrements, arms
and sixty rounds of ammunition, made a great load and
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* General Burgoyne, in submitting his case before parlia-
ment, adverted:to this behaviour of the Indians.
- + See-Journa} of Occurrences of the American War, page 145,
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large luggage, weighing about sixty pounds. The Cer-
man grenadiers, from their cambrons armonr, long clothing
and big canteen, holding about a gallon, w2re much worse
circumstanced than our men for the wearisome marches
we made.

From the encampment of Fort Edward, the expedition
to Bennington (detailed in the Author’s American Journal)
was undertaken, and maintained chiefly by the Germans;
i although the British thought that they themselves ought te
have been employed chiefly init. The issue of this ope-
ration in its failure was differently accounted for ; but the
principal cause seemed to be owing to the delay of march-
ing to the place. The expedition set out at eight o’clock in
the forenoon, and did notarrive there, although but twenty-
two miles, until four o’clock in the afternoon of the next
day! At this post the Mohawk nation, called Sir Witliam
Johnston’s Indians, eame to join our forces, in ¢ rsequence
of being driven from their habitations by the Am-ricans.
They agreed to reinforce and fight in company with us,
provided their women and children were sent to Canada,
and subsisted with necessaries, These conditions General
Burgoyne complied with.

Their stay in camp enabled us to observe their manner
of living. They are peculiarly expert in swimming, and
take care to accustom their children to it. It would seem
that they are in some degree amphibious, as much as hu-
man beings can be. In order to educate their young ones
in the watery element they float them on planks, and leav-
ing them to their own guidance, it is wonderful to witness
the Indian infant’s dexterity. If he lose his balance on the
floated board, and drop in the current, he feels but little
affright or difficulty in regaining his place uponit. He will
dive in sport, and continue down for several minutes. 'The
squaw confines her infant to a board with bandages, and
the child being thus laid with its back to it, looks like a
living mummy, if such language be allowed. Perhaps

Z 2
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this is one cause of the Mohawk man’s symmetry of limbs;
The female Mohawk i3 not alike well formed, owing per-
haps to an awkward usage of the sex, which they consider
fashionable, viz. turning the feet inward, so as to make the
toes of each foot meet the other. When her infant sleeps,
the Mohawk squaw lays the board on the ground, or hangs
it on the bough of a tree, which she agitates to rock her
little one to rest. In marching she binds the board that
coniiues Ler infant on her back. ‘

Liaring their remaining with us they were sgnt out on
scouting parties ; a purpose for which thcy were exceed-
ingly well fitted, from their own hostile habits, and their
acquaintance with the country. On such excursions they
frequently took prisoners, and in returning to camp always
yelled or sounded the war-whoop as many, times as they
reckoned the heads of their prisoners. This vociferation
of the savage is a wildly modulated call, or strenuous effort
and echo of the voice. It is lifted to the highest pitch of
uticrance, and managed, as it were by note, to prolong its
tones. The barbarian produces this power of intonation
by means of his hand before his mouth. The word itself,
(viz. whoop) is a sensible nameo, immediately taken from
the sound excited.

The Indian’s teken of conquest and triumph, is the qcalp
or skin scared and scooped frum the head of his fallen foe.
His manner of taking this sanguinary trophy is this, viz.
He twicts one hand in the hair, and pulls forcibly from the
erown, by which means the skin is somewhat lifted from
the skuil. lie then excoriates as much as covers the top
of the head with his scalping knife, which he has always
by him. Should the hair of the human victim be short, it
1s said that the Indian is used to lift the skin from the bone
with his tecth, preparatory to the excoriation of it. His
scalys he preserves as memorials of heroism. In order to
save them from wasting by putrefaction, he spreads and
sews ther upon a hoop with ligaments of bark or deer’s
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sinews, painting them red for the sake of shew. Numbers
of these hoops were suspended on poles at the doors of their
wigwams or huts, while they continued in our encamp-
ments. One of our officers being attracted by seeing a
scalp with fine long hair, offered the Indian who owned it
a bottle of rum in exchange for it. DBat although very
desirous of being served with spirituous liquors, he could
not think of parting with the reeking testimonial of his in-
human prowess. He appeared offended at the officer’s
asking it. It is shocking to see the deceased soldier
scalped ; but to behold one of the wounded so ferociously
disfigured, is dreadful. Aficr the battle of Tionderoga
we found two unfortunate men thatlost their scalps,among
the wounded, and were pronounced recoverable, Such
cases sometimes occur; but the hair never grows again or
the crown of the head.

. The tomahawk is among the principal weapons used by
Indians, It is merely a small hatchet, which the savage
flings from his hand with such an unerring aim, that he
seldom fails to ta};e down with it the encmy flying before
him. The barbarian is very curious in this instrument of
war, having in most cases a cup or pipe for his tobacco
affixed toit. When ke buys it from the trader, he usually
takes off the wooden handle; and puts instead thereof
a hollowed cane, which serves for a double use, viz. to
hold when he throws it, and smoke tobacco through it as a
Aube.

During our cqntmuance at Fort Miller, the writer of
this memoir was selected by his officers to return alone to
Ticonderoga, for the purpose of taking back some of our
baggage which had been left there. Goingunaccompanied
on such a sohtary route was dreary and dangerous ; but
. yet the selection of one from numbers, seemed to render
the man chosen on the occasion, a depomtary'of peculiar
confidence. He therefore undertook the duty imposed, not
only without repining, but thh alacrity. A small detach-
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ment if sent, could not pass unnoticed or safe by sucha
route through the woods, a distance of twenty mi.es; and
a sufficient force could not be spared on the occasion. ‘The
sending of a single <oldier appeared therefore the most
adviseable plan; and it was ordered by General Burgoyne,
thathe should, afterarriving at Ticonderoga, follow the royal
army with the baggage, escorted by the recruits, and as
many of the convalescents remaining at that pest as could
march with it. Purcuant to this arrangement, he prepared
himself, taking twenty rounds of ball cartridge, and some
provisions. About noon he set out, and at four in the
afternoon reached our former encampment, Fort Edward,
where he stopped a while to refresh. From thence le
proceeded with as much expedition as he could make to
Fort Henry, on Lake George. About elcven o’clock at
night, becoming very weary, he laid him down to sleep a
little in a thick part of a wood. Although the day was hot,
the night dews soon awakened him, shivering with cold;
having rested but about two hours, and then resuming his
march for fout or five miles, he saw alight on his left, and
directed his course toward it. IHaving gained the place,
he was saluted by a man at the door of his house, who
informed him that a soldier’s wife had been just taken in
from the woods, where she was found by one of his family,
in the pains of child-birth. Being admitted into this hos-
pitahle dwelling, the owner of which was ane of the Society
of Friends, or people called Quakers, he recognized the
"wife of a serjeant of his own company. The woman
was delivercd of a fine girl soon after; and having
requested her friendly host to altow her to stop until his
return from Ticonderoga, at which time he would be able
to take her to the army in one of the waggons, he set out
on his lonely route aga:a. Previous to his leaving her, she
informed hii:: that she had determined to brave the dane
gevs of the woods. ‘n order to come up with her husband ;
that she crossed Lake George, and was seized with the
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sickness of labour in the forest, where she must have pe-
vished, had she not been providentially discovered by the
kind-hearted people under whose roof she then was. Itis
worthy of remark, that the author, not long since in this
city, with great pleasure, saw the female, who was born as
he before related, in the wilderness, near Lake George.
She had been married to a man serving in the band of a
militia regiment, and the meeting with her, revived in his
mind lively emotions of distressful and difficult scenes,
which although long passed, can never be forgotten by him.
At Fort George he was provided with a boat to take him
across the Lake to Ticonderoga.

Lake George is situate southwest of Lake Champlain,
and its bed lies about 100 feet higher. Its waters are
beautifully clear, composing a sheet thirty-six miles long,
and from one to seven wide. It embosoms more than
two hundred islands, affording nothing for the most part
but a ground of barren rocks covered with heath, anda
few cedar and spruce trees. On each side it is skirted by
prodigious mountains. The lake abounds with fish, and
some of the best kind, such as the black or oswego bas,
also large speckled trouts. It was called Lake Sacrament
by the Canadians, who in former times, were at the pains
to procure its water for sacramental uses in their churches.

There are two islands nearly in the centre of it; in one
of which, called Diamond Island, two companies of the
47th were stationed, commanded by Captain Auvhrey, for
the purpose of forwarding provisions over the lakes. These

, islands were anterior to this time, said to swarm with
rattle-snakes ; so much so, that people would not venture
to land in them. A batteauxin saiiing near Diamond island,
having upset, the people in it gained the shore, but
elimbed trees for fear of the snakes, until they got an op-
portunity of a vessel passing to leave it. Some hogs
however, which had been carried in the upset boat re-
maining on the island to which they swam, were sometime
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afterward followed by the owners, who, to recover
them, ventured ashore. They found the swine exceedingly
fat, and, to their surprise, met but very few of the rattle-
snakes which before had been so plenty.” ‘A hog being
killed on the spot, made a good meal for the people. It
was discovered by its stomach that the hog fed upon the
rattle-snakes, and had nearly cleared the island of such
noxious tenauntry.

'The wild hog in the woods, and the Indian himself are
known to feed on snakes as a delicacy. The warmth of
the southern states, however is more favourable to the
breeding of the serpenttribes. There the American crocodile
or allegator is found, and every sort of serpent from the
scorpion to the Pine Barren, which is said to exceed all
others in size. There are but two serpents whose bites or
stings prove mortal, viz. the-pilot or copper-head, and the
rattie-snake. For the bite and venom of the former, it is
¢2id that no remedy or cure is yet discovered. Itis called
pilct from its being the first in coming from its state of
torpidity in the spring. and its name of copper-head is taken
from the copper-coloured spots of its head. 'The black
snake is a good deal innocuous, and is remarkable only
for its agility, beauty, and its art or instinct of -enticing
birds or insects to approach it. I have heard only of one
person who was stung by a copper-head. He quickly
swelled in a most dreadful manner ; a multitude of spots
of different hues on different parts of his body, alternately
appeared and vanished ; his eyes were filled with mad-
pess and rage ; he fixed them on all present with the most
vindictive looks; he thrust out his tongue as the snakes
do; he hissed through his teeth with inconceivable strength,
and became an object of terror to all bye-standers. To
the lividness of a corpse, he united the desperate force of
a maniac : they hardly were able to keep him fast, so as to
guard themselves from his attacks; when in the space of
two hours, death relieved the poor individual from his
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struggles, and the spectators from their apprehensions.
The venom of the rattle-snake does not operate so soon,
and hence there is more time to procure medical relief.
There are sevéral antidotes with which almost every fa-
mily is provided against the poison of it. Itls very inaoc-
tive, and unless pursued and vexed, perfectly inoffensive.
Farmer Hector St. John gives the following curious ac-
count of snakes :—¢ I once saw, as I was travelling, a great
cliff which was full of rattle-snakes; I handled several,
and they appeared to be dead; they were all entwined
together, and thus they remain until the return of genial
suns. I found them out by following the track of some
wild hogs which used to feed on them, and even the Indi-
ans often feast on them. When they find them asleep,
they put a small forked ctick over their necks, which they
keep immovéably fixed on the ground ; giving the snake a
piece of leather to bite, and this they pull back several
times with great force, until they observe the two poisonous
fangs torn out. Then they cut off the head, skin the body,
and ceok it as we -do eels, and its flesh is extremely sweet
and white. I once saw a tamed one, as gentle as you can
possibly conceive a reptile to be. It took to the water
and swam wherever it pleased ; and when the boys to
whom it belonged called it back, their summons was rea-
dily obeyed. ¥t had been deprived of its fangs by the
preceding method, they often stroked it with a soft brush,
and this friction seemed to cause the most pleasing sensa-
tions, for it would turn on its back to enjoy gentle rub-
bing, as a cat does before the fire. One of this species
caused a most deplorable accident, which I shall relate to
you, as I had it from the widow and mother of the victims.
A Dutch farmer of the Minisink went to mowing, with his
negroes, in his boots, a precaution used to prevent being
stung. Inadvertently he trod on a snake, which imme-
diately attacked his legs, and as it drew back in order to
renew its blew, one of his negroes cut it in two with his
scythe. They prosecuted their work, and returned home.
A a



186 LAMB'S MCMOIR.

At night the farmer pullell off his boots and went to bed,
and was soon after seized with a strange sickness at his
stomach. He swelled; and before a physician could be
procured he died. A few days after his deccase his soa
put on the samme boots, and went to the meadow to work.
At night he pulled them off, went to bed, and experienced
similar sufferings of sickness as tooli off his father, and
deceased in the same manner. A little before he expired
a doctor came, but not being able to asdign what could be
the cau-e of so singular a disorder ; he pronounced both
father and son to have died by witchcraft. Some weeks
after, the widow sold all the moveables for the' benefit of
the younger children, and the farm was leased. One of
the neighbours who hought the boots, presently put them
on, and fell sick, as happened in the case of the other two.
But this man’s wife being alarmed by what befel tlie for-
mer family, dispatched one of her negroes for an eminent
physician, who fortunately having heard of the dreadful
affair, ascertained the cause, and applied medicines which
recovered the man.  The boots which had been so fatal,
were then carefully examined, and le found that the two
fangs of the snake had been left in the leather, after being
wrenched out of their sockets by the strength with which
the snake had drawn back his head. The bladders which
contained the poison, and several of the small nerves were
still tresh, and adhered to the boot. 'The unfortunate fa-
ther and son had both been poisoned by wearing these
boots, in which action they imperceptibly scratched their
legs with the points of the fangs, through the hollow of
which, some of the astonishing venom was conveyed. You
have no doubt heard of their rattle, if you have not seen
them; the only ohservation I wish to make is, that the
rattling is loud and distinct when they are angry ; and on
the contrary, when pleased, it soupds like a distant con-
fured rustiing, in which nothing distinct is heard. In the
populous setileiients, they are now hecome very scarce ;
for wherever they are met with, open war is declared
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against them; so that in a few years there will be none
left but in our mountains. The blaek snake, ¢n the con-
trary, always diverts me, because it excites no idea of
danger. ’'fTheir swiftress is astonishing, tuey wil somes
times equal that of a horse ; at other times thiey will cimb
up trees in séarch of our tree toads ; or glide on the ground
at full length. On some occasions they present tncim=clves
half in the reptile state, half erect; their eycs and thejir
heads in the erect posture, appear to great o !lvaninge ; the
former display a fire which I have admirca, aund it is by
these they are enabled to fascinate birds and squirrels.
When théy have fixed their eyes on an animai, they be-
come immoveable; only turning their head somctime- to
the right, and sometimes -to the left, but =ii!' with thoir
sight invariably directed to the object. ".ie distiz. =d
victim, instead of flyirg its enemy, seems w e arcested
by some invincible power; it screa..s, appror-iine and
then recedes; and after skipping about with naiecoant-
able agitation, finally rushes into the jaws of ilLe snake,
and is swallowed, as soon as it 1s covered with the <uoke’s
slaver to make it 'slide easily down the throat of ;ts de-
yourer.

'¢¢ As'l was one day sitting solitarv and pensive, my at-
tention was engaged by a «trange «ort of rustling not<e at
some distance. I looked all around. ard to my astonish-
ment beheld two snakes of coastderable fength, the one
pursuing the other with great celerity through a hemp-
stubble-field. The aggressor was of the black kind, six
feet long, the fugitive was a water-snake, nearly of equal
dimensions. They soon met, and in the fury of their firs
encounter, they appeared in an insiant firmly twisted toge-
ther, and whilst their united tails beat the ground, they
mutually tried with open jaws to lacerate each other.
What a fell aspect did they present! thcir heads were
compressed to a very smallsize, their eyes flashed iive: : and
after this conflict had lasted about five minutes, the one
found means to disengage it<clf from the other, and Lurriod

2 A2
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toward: the ditch. Its agtagomst instantly assumed a new
posture, and half erect, Jyith a majestic mien; overtook
and attacked the other %ain, which placed itself: in the
like attitude, and prepared to resist. The scene was un.
common and beautiful, for thus opposed they fought with
their jaws, biting each other with the utmost rage. But.
-potwithstanding this appearance of. mutual couragé and
fu;ry, the water-snake still. seemed, desirous: of retreating
toward the ditch, its nataral- element. 'Ehis was no sooney
perceived by the kLeen-eyed black ene, than twistingits .
tail twice round a stalk of hemp,* and. seizing its adyes- .
sary by the throat, not by means of its jaws, but by twisty.
ing its own neck twice round that: of the water-snakgy-
pulled it back from, the ditchc To prevent a defeat.thy:
latter took held likewise of a stalk on the bank, and by the .
acquisiticn of that point of resistance became a match for
its ficrce antagonist. Strange was. this to behold, two..
oveat snakes strongly adhering, to, the ground, mutnally
fastened together by means of the writhings which lashed
them to each other, and stretched at their full length, they.
pudled, biut pulled in vain ; and in the moments of greatest;.
exertiong thut part of their bodies which was entwinedy,
scemed extremely small, while the rest appeared inflated,.
and now znd then conv ulsed with strong undulations, ra-
p.dh followm- each other. Their eyes seemed-on fire, .
and ready to stari out of their heads., At one time the,
confiict seemed decided, the water-snake bent itself into.
two geast fills, and by that operation rendered:. the ot.hqx\
more thon cominoaly outstretched ; the next minute the -
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% Mr. Heclor St. John informs us that in his luxuriant ground,
meerly fo5 shel‘er, he sewed grains of hempseed ‘which greWup ’
to the height of fifteen feet, and thdt.-he climbed four feet on
one of the branching stalks without breaking'it. An Euwpean' ‘

must wonder at if not discredit the truth of suck a fact from inex.
penence of tie great and rapid growth of plants mndweg'nmbles:
of all kinds in Americaand the West Iudies.
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new ,sy'ug'ghs. of the black one gained an unexpected supe-
riority, it acquired two great folds likewise, which neces-
sarily extended the body of its adversary in proportion as
it bad contracted its own. These cfforts were alternate,
victory seemed doubtful, inclining sometimes to the one
side and sometimes to the other, until at last the stalk to
which the black snake fastened, suddenly gave way, and in
consequence of this accident they both plunged into the
ditch. The water did not extinguish their vindictive rage,
for by their agitations I could trace, though not distinguish:
their mutual attacks. They soon re-appeared on the sur-
face, twisted together, as in their first onset, but the black
snake seemed to retain its wonted superiority, for its head
was exactly fixed above that of the other, which itincessantly
pressed down under the water, until it sunk exhausted.
The victor no sooner perceived its enemy incapable of
farther resistance, than abandoning it to the current, it
returned on shore and disappeared.”

The authicr having arrived and completed his businese
at Ticondernga, he acccipanied the baggage over Lake
George, attended by a number of seamen sent to work the
batteaux v the Hudson river. On his returning he called-
with the grod Quaker who lodged the sick wife of his fel-
low soldier, but to his astonishment was told that, on the
morrow after he left her there in child-birth, she set out to
meet her husbard against the wishes and repeated entrea-
ties of the whole family, who were anxious to deta’n her
until his return. She could not be persuaded to stop,
but set out on foot with her new-born infant, and arrived
safe with her husband, whom she followed with such fond
solicitude. She thus gave an instance of the strength of
female attachment and fortitude, 'which shews that the
exertions of the sex are often calculated to call forth our
cordial’ admiration. In a shert time the author had the
gratification of conducting the stores and baggage for
which he was dispatched, in safety to the army, and teo



£ »-

ico LAMB'S MEMOIR.

_receive the thanks of his officers, for the manner in which
he executed the orders confided to him.

By this conveyance the forces obtained a month’s provi-
sions, and a bridge of boats being constructed upon the
Hudsen, on the 13th and 14th September, 1777, the royal
army crossed it, and encamped on Saratoga plain. Here
the couniry looked like a desert—no inhabitant remained
to be secen. On the 15th the forces moved forward to an
encampment, in a place called Devaco. Halting till the
17th, our troops renewed their march, rebuilding several
bridges which had been broken, and encamped on a ground
of considerable advantage, distant about four miles from
Still Water, where the enemy stood strongly posted. On
the 18th he appeared in force to obstruct the men employed
in repairing the bridges, who suffered some losses. It was
suspected that he designed to draw our army to action,
where the artillery could not engage. At this encampment
several of our men having proceeded into a fieid of pota-. .
toes, were suprised by a party of the enemy that killed
about thirty of them. Tlicy might without difficulty be
swrrounded and taken prisoners, but the Americans could
not resist the opportunity of shedding blood. Such a spi-
rit of revenge, however, had better, for the sake of humas
nity been controulcd, hecause it omly tended to excite
destructive retaliation ca the side of our army. But such
ardent asperity shargened a conflict which arose in the
unfortunate falling out of friends, and made it more san-
guinary than the hostilities of states that cherish no kindred
relations.

On the 19th the army marched in three divisions to meet
the enemy.* And in about an hour the advanced party,
eonsisting of the picgiets of the centre column, commanded
by Major Forbes, fell in with a considerable body posted
in houses arc behind fences, which they attacked, and
after-much firing, nearly drove in the body of the Ameri-
cans, but the woods were filled with men which annoyed

fasa st a2l el sl d

* See the order of battle, Journal of the American War, page 158.
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eur picquets, who must have greatly suffered had they not
been fortunately supported by two companies of the 2ith,
and a piece of artillery, which obliged the enemy to retreat.
In this affair of posts one of our soldiers rescued an Ame-
rican Captaingsof Colonel Morgan’s riflemen, from the
Indians, who were proceeding to scalp him, after depriving
him of his pocket-book, containing his commission, and
some paper-money which he offered to bestow on the sol-
dier, regretting at the same time that he had no specie to.
give him. Ile was taken before General Frazer, who
interrogated him about the enemy, but he would discover
nothing, saying merely, that the Americans were command-
ed by Generals Gates and Arnold. The General menaced
hiin with immediate hanging unless he would give the de-
sired information, but hie was resolute and firm in refusing,
at the same time observing, that General Frazer was at
liberty to hang him if he pleased. On which the General
rode away, leaving him in custody, to the charge of Lieut.
Dunbar of the artillery.

Soon after this skirmisha tremendous fire commenced on
the centre of the line, to which the 20th, 2Ist, and 62d
regiments were chiefly exposed during four hours without
any cessation. The grenadiers, and 24th, as also a part of
the light infantry, were engaged betimes, until General
Philips arrived at a critical conjuncture, to invigorate our
troops, and restore the action in our favour.

¢¢ Eager of glory, and profuse of life,
Phey bore down fearless on the charging foes,
And drove them backward.
Vast was the slaughter, and the flow’ry green
Drank deep of flowing crimson, »

A little before night set in, the enemy gave way on all
sides, but the darkneqs saved him from our pursuit. Dur-
ing the night we rested on our arms, and next day took a
posmon within cannon-shot of the enemy’s lines. -

In this fight our ferces had to encounter a vanety of
great d.xﬂjcultles. The locad situation favoured our adver-
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sarios, who tiebled us in numbers. Although we repulsed
them with loss, we ourselves were much weakened, so that
we could not follow the advantages of the victory obtained.
We kept the field, and the possession of it was the utmost
point gained. The ground afforded on the day following
a scene truly distressing—the hodies of the slain, thrown
together into one receptacle, were scarcely covered with
the clay, and the only uwibute of respect to fallen officers
was, to bury them by themselves, without throwing them
in the common grave. In this battle an unusual number of
officers fell, as our army abounded with young men of
respectability at this time, who, after several years of ge-
neral peace anterior to the American revolution, were
attracted to take the prefession of arms. Three subalterns
of the 20th regiment on this occasion, the oldest of whom
did not excced the age of seventeen years, were huried
together. 'This last office to the fallen in the field of battle
is attended with afflicting reflections to the soldier capable
of indulging sober thought, who beholds his dearest as-
sociates cut down, and probably his honourable patrons
taken off.
¢ These cyes beheld the battle’s dreadful strife,

When cloth’d with light’nings King of Terrors came,

And with consuming fires battalions thin’d.

In th> opening charge three blooming youths expire,

And thus conclude their promising career,

‘Whose martial biass had been form’d at home

By family.distinctions, education’s charm,

And bonour’s sense inspir’d from sire to son.

A gen’rous friendship join’d their dying hands,

As earth’s green verge and warring worlds they left,

Their voyage taking to the shores of peace,

In better states where truth and worth rejoice !

I drop’d a tear for soldiers fall’n too soon,

A tribute sacred to the brave deceas’d !

I wip*d the dews which wet their faded cheeks,

And sadly view’d my country’s sacrifiee,

Our empire’s homour, and our island's loss I"?
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Privategriefs like these are the ordinary results of asevere
engagement, and whoever cherishes such kind remem-
brances cannot but suffer in soul for the general mortality
of his fellow soldiers, a fate similar with whose decease
may be his own lot in the next affair. le locks upon the
high-born, who had been educated in the lap of eiegance
and affluence, expiring, and afterward committed to the
-ground, far from his native place of opulence and affection,
-where dear relatives would have soothed the sufferer’s
dying agonies, and funereal distinction and regard quali-
- fied the gloomy ceremony of going down to the tombs
.of his fathers. But war, terrible war in its destroying pros
gress cannot stop for such consoling attentions to evea the
Captains of legions—the General himself must sometime
eommingle undistinguished and unknown in the multi-
tude of military sacrifices.

Although the duty of interring the slain be thus a sad
business to the party that does it, the picking up tke badly
wounded, who are found weltering in their blood, and
-agonized for many hours without the possibility of receiv-
ing surgical and medical aid, imposes a task of heartfelt
trouble on the men that execute it. So it was on the next
day after the fight described. Some of our soldiers were
discovered alive, who had rather stay as they were, than
be pained by a removal from the ficld. Some were in-
sensible, benumbed with the night dews, and weakened
with loss of blood, while others seemed to have arrived
at the extreme point of suifering, when a desirable
separation of partnership between the soul and the body
‘was about to deliver them from atroublesome state.
In short, the looking ufter, and administering assistance

.to the wounded men, is truly afflicting, in a degree which

description cannot sufficiently shew, and over whicl: the

feeling individual, who witnesses it, would gladiv flinz a

veil of humane -forgetfulness, in consideration- of the

awful .accidents which overwhelm and humble huwman
Bbh
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nature, however full of fortitude, power, and ability i\t
may be at present. If such uncertainty attaches to the
human condition in most case<, how much more terribly
must it attach in times of hoxtility to soldiers.  The man
rejoicing in his strengthy full of ardour and hope, even in
the arms of victory, is often seized by the king of terrors,
and handed away into the world of spirits ! So destruetion
comes with rapid wings, and ruin rushes on like a whirl-
wind, to sweep the best officers, and sowmetimes, almost
entire battalions from their strongest foundations, as much
as it the field of battle apencd wide its fiery jaws, or as if
the earth in anger yawned to punish her foolish and pro-
fane peaple for their savage strifes and barbarous usage-
amcny themselves.

‘Taking all the recults of this battle, f we had reason to
boast of it, our advantages from it were few indeed.  In
fact, dificulty and damger appeared to grow out of it.
The intricacy of the ground before us increased at every
step.  Our scouting, reconnoitring, and foraging parties-
encountered perils uncalculated and unscen before.  Qur
enemy being at home, was well used to the places; and
thus possessed of every local advantage that favours an
army. To procure provisions and forage, without sending
out large parties or bodies of ~oldiers, became impossible,
and, thercfore, the Indians themselves, who were attached
to march with and reinforce as, began to desert. Plunder
and frec-Dooting was greatly their object, and to be de-
Larred from that, as they found themselves, they turned
away ‘rom privations and regular warfare, which they were
disused to muintain.  Of this we had evidence, for as o
party of cur troops posted near a wood were severely galled
on tire right of our line by the fire of the enemy, the In-
dians who accompanied us, seemed to hold a consultation
eiany themselves, precipitately retreated, and abandoned
1. ¢ army altogether.  In this circumstance of our military
wilirs,  the  Canadians and  Colonists  reinforcing s,
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.afforded no effectual mssistance; they evidently betrayed
their wishes of withdrawing from our forces, not being
previously made up in mind for the severity and hardships
of war, in the inveterate and wasting progress of its con-
tinuance, which, instead of favouring them with comort-
able prospects of returning tranquillity, as-umed day by
day, a more ferocious and unpromising aspect. Such then
being the gloomy face of affairs in the great cause at 1ssue,
tnd the Colonial armies becoming daily stronger and more
formidable epponents to us, it was not surprising that the
tribes of Indians, and the corps of loyal Colonists along
with us should feel disheartened, and relax their effortsin
his Majesty's service. *

The dispirited temper, and desertion of the Provincials
at this juncture, when their cordial co-operation was so
much wanted, left us at a loss. In marching through
America, which looked before us like a land unexplored,
we needed such auxiliaries, not only as soldiers, but scouts
and guides. Such levies, however, constitute always, per-
haps -a precarious assistant force. Tley are not regular

troeps, and of ‘course their untrained condition will make -
them feel more in defeat and privation than veterans.—’

Thiey will shrink from blows and scanty subsistence at all
events.* This tremondous argument must prevail to

PYYY VYIS

* It has been pablicly asserted, that the French Censcripts
were often since the Revolution marched from the departments to
the theatres of war in Italy, on the Rhine, and elsewhere ; that
in the progress of marching they were drilled and disciplined,
and that thas prepared on the spur of terrible times, they have
been opposed, in those great engagements which decided the
fates of Continental Europe so much, to hardy Russinns and
Austrian veterans, soldiers trained for many years, and after.
ward tried and accustomed to fighting as their trade. All this
may be well-founded in a considerable degree.  No doubt,
modern France, in her military career, exhibits prodigies of

2B 2
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overnower the mass of mankind, until they are bred and
u+-d to arms.  The mere spirit of loyalty alone may in-
spire 2 maa to do wonders at a moment, when he rices in
the folness of it, but when he faints with hunger, and
bliedis in the misfortune of a Lattld, he will not, for in fact
he cannot suphort it.  Thus it is that all new levies become
un-fes dvy until the habit of fighting confers firmness of
nery2 ar.! poosession of mind; and above all things pre-
seiice of mind must be possessed by soldiers, yes, by all
the memiors which compose the multitude of an army.
Unrii! this coolness is acquired battalions will break in
paaic, although very brave, and the very fluctuations of
high-mindedncss, before soldiers aic made by th# circum-

Py TV INFIT Y Y] .
.’

generalship and stupendous success to the nationsf"ihe.eartll.'
The manner, however, in which she took peculiaf®care in offi-
cering her armies, has afforded her abundant vicjories and
laurels. Her levies were cautiously and ably ug#d, and her
becoming altegcther a military kingdom, ren ts her 2 non.
descript nation at the moment. Her consei N, -as #oon as
they arrived on the hostile ground, witnessed unprécedented
battles, and soon engaged in desperate encounters, which gave
a new martial character to the present age. Al this torrent of
triumy:h, and breaking down of ancient principalities, inspired
French legions with a Spartan spirit in the field. The raw
material of war was ripencd aud matured in two months, more
perhaps, than other soldiers could be for several years.—
There was a tide in all this which the ingenuity and great
taients of individuals lifted into celebrated notice by-the moving
of the revoluticnary wave teck in its fiood, and unfortunately
the flood-gates and Dbarriers to resist such a vicissitude were
‘often broken on parpose by these who were employed to defend
‘and keep them strong and secure, Howerer, the manner in
which Dritish ability lately pr-pared and ofiicered Portuguese
and Spanish recruits, affords another proof, that soldiers can
be soon made fit for battles,
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stanee of fighting will carry one forward unguardedly, to
destroy himself, and the causc he rose to fight for.

Evidence was given of all this in the Colonial forces of
North America ; abundani proof of it has been recently
offered by the Portugue-e and Spanish, who plucked up a
eourage astonishing to Europe, and such an unsteadi-
ness would in some measure t:ke place at home among
ourselves, should we ever have to encounter an invasion
on our spores, ualess it be i)revented by exceilent general-
ship, in disposing and wsiig our yeomanry army, than
which Spain itseif, if it equals, cannot exhibit a more
spirited and stronger hody of forces. Lard Wellington
and Marshal B-rvesford have shewed thewselves almost
inim‘tatle officers, by the manuer in which they made up
in one campaign, the new levies of Portugal, and the
Peninsula. - The former great officer did not take the
Spaniards much into his fighting lines, but kept them to
strenzthen his wings in the arduous conflict of Talavera.
In flank they witnessed the figiiting of the British, and, had
the battle been renewed next day, the Spanish troops would
have been well prepared to imitate British firmness. At
Busaco he used the Portuguese as figiting auxiliaries a good
deal, but did not take them down in the plains to face the
fury of the French cavalry and artillery.  Thus it is, that at
present we perceive the people of Portugal and the Pe-
ninsula, are able to stand against Frencit legions, without
fluctuating in the smallest from the station they obtain.
Of this they gave the bravest testimony in the batile of
Albuera, in which General Beresford could rely, from
experience of their steady spirit, that they were not infe-
rior' to the oldest veterans of France, wio fouglit, it may
be said, in every sort of climate, on the sultry sauds of
Egypt, and the chill and marshy plains of Poland, in
which they beat the Muscovite and Russ on the confines
of his own cold kingdoms. o

i
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It is mot insinuated that the Indian and Provincial were
improperly managed by British officers in North America,
but the case of regiments commposed of recruits, was consi-
dered from a patriotic motive, for which the loyal reader
will not ask any apologv for the introducing of it here.
It is notorious, that the Indian tribes could not, from
their habits of inveterate wildness, be trained and discip- .
lined like Europeans. Their entire natural bias (and
ardent spirit of ferocity and freedom, in a latitude of
thought and actual operation, of which an European
can scarcely form an idea) precluded every attempt and
expectation of training them like our soldiers. And
though no ~uch obstacles hindered our forming a Celonial
force to assist us, the so doing acijuired perhaps insuperable
difficulties in America. When the Colonists perceived the
turn of things which warfare was taking, when they begah
to consult their dormant feelings, and estimated the cause,
the motives and partial zuccesses of their countrymen—
successes which daily and gradually gained, if not more
advantage, at least more promige, os the war advanced—
it was not surprising then that thev became partly descrters
trom us, or, if they failed to desert our side, that their
loyalty to Britain decreased, when their hopes were forlorn
abeout the ultimate itsue of the British interest in the
States.

All this depresvion and loss of auxiliary spirit and force
was peculiarly felt by (General Burgoyne, who suffered
trom the great draw-back of aid and advantage it made.
In the battle which occasioned the above-mentioned esti-
mate of newly raised soldiers, the riflemen of the enemy
were sedulous i marking the officers and men of the
‘Coloniel lovalists. who fought along with us. 'They took
down such officers in a greater proportion than before;
and this wmisfortune, attaching to the Colonial people
among us, uccelerated their estrangement (rom our cause
and army. A priconer informed us, that additional cou-
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rage was gained in the fight, from an idea that General
Burgoyne had been shot, which was owing to the falling
of Captain Gregn, Aid-de-camp to General Philips, from
his horse, by a wound. Fhe Aid-de-camp sade with fine
furniture, and was mistaken for the Chief Commander in
the eonfusion of battle. The riflemen from trees effected
the death of numbers, and the Royal Apmy had none to
oppose as sharp-shooters but some of the German Chag
seurs, who were very few in comparisen of the enemy's
rifle-corps. ‘

Matters were drawing at this time to a orisis—Our
picquets and advaneced parties were almost continually
firing and skirmishing, so much so that the officers and
men refreshed and slept while exposed to the enemy's
fire. All rested in their cloaths, and the Field-officers
were always patroling. We could distinctly hear the
Americans felling and cutting trees; and they had a piece
of ordnance which they used to fire as a morning gun,
so near us, that the wadding from it semetimes struck
against our works. General Burgoyne was now most
unfavourably posted, and a retreat, if poasible, was highly
expedient. In this idea he sent out a detachment of
1500 men, with two twelve-pounders about noon, to per-
eeive, if it were practicable, to force a passage, by dislodg-
ing the enemy, and covering the forage of the army, which
became scarce. On this important affair he was aecompa-
pied by Generals ®hilips, Reidesel, and Frazer. Soon after
the aforesaid detachment marched, the fire from both sides
became general, and numbers of our soldiers fell by the
grape-shot and musquetry of the enemy. At the close of
evening the troops in action returned with precipitation
into camp, pursued and galled. General Burgoyne rode
up with evident anxiety to the Quarter Guards, directing
Lord Bellcarras, the officer commanding, to defend his
post to the last extremity. The Americans rushed forward,
beaded by General Arnold, with an intrepidity which
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shewed their determined intent to storm the camp. But
their General being wounded, they desisted from their
object, when dark night appeared, putting her interposing
mantle upon the bleeding armies.

While the British lines were so boldly attacked,
Colonel Breyman, who commanded the Germans was
killed, as he bravely defended his post, and the enemy
gained an opening on our right and rear. It therefore
was evident in such a pesture of things, that our position
was no longer safe or even tenable, and of consequence
orders were given for quitting the ground we occupied,
and posting ourselves during the night on the heights.
This movement made it exzpedient for the enemy to take a
new disposition, which rendered a good retreat impractica-
ble. On the 8th of October, having removed our baggage,
and made due preparations, General Burgoyne offered
battle, hoping to draw out the .\mericans on the plain,
where veteran and well appoinied forces must always
prevail ever soldiers, such as the Colonial regiments were ¥
composed of. To such men wood-fighting and skirmish- ‘
ing among intersected and Intricate grounds, is pecu-
liarly favourable, as there experienced Generals and old
soldiers are left at a loss, and obliged te encounter un-
foresecn obstacles and accidents which demand new
movements, and momentary measures, in the execution
whereof every officer ought to be an excellent General,
and every company ably disposed for whatever the passing
minute of time might bring about. It is therefore plain,
that the best army, so circumstanced, cannot co-operate
or concentrate itself with eflect or advantage. Of this,
however, the American Commanders (particularly General
Washington) appeared to be aware, and to his wisely
avoiding general engagements, the final success of the
Colonists was greatly indebted. To s_uch Fabian econo-
my Spain at present owes the prevailing eﬁicienc_y of
ket gucrillas or desultory militia, which fritter away
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the battalions of Bonaparte, by whom he “vanquished
the hundreds of thousands opposed to him at Marengo,
Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, and Wagram, on the
Darube, where the vast exertions of Austria at length
subsided, as if palsied, by his attacks.

_ Although General Burgoyne invited an engagement, and
we cxpected from the enemy’s movements that he would
engage, 1io such favourable opportunity was afforded us.
He however, drew up several brigades, and cannonaded
us. An howitzer of our’s firing short of his lines, the
enemy shouted, but another shot, sending a shell in
centre of a large column, and doing considerable damage,
numbers fled into the woods, and he appeared disposed
to attack, as it was thought he intended at first.

Our forces being 1efreshed and provided with batteaux
for the river, becran the retreat under the disadvantage
of bad weather, and worse roads, until at night we ar<
ived at Saratova, so fatigued that the s-oldlers, althoughi
wet with the rain, were mdlsposed to cuf wood for fires,
and rather desirous to lie down to rest in their drenched
cloaths. A little party of us housed ini a hen house of
General Schuyler, which by some .means caught fire,
and would have been consumed were it not that some
officers who lodged at the General’s, perceived the fire,
and alarmed us of it. Driven from this temporary shelter,
the party joined their companions, who were unhoused and
exposed to the wet and night air. The bad weather
obliged us to abandon our sick and wounded in the hospi-
tal tents, but kept back the enemy from galling us in our
retreating, as the wetness of the day would stop firing,
and confine fighting fo the bayonet. Thisthe Colonial
army declined, though they were less exhausted than the
British. British soldxers, it would appear, are unequal-
ed at the charge-bayonet. Their bodlly strength and
eonstant ardour of mind conspire to give them a decided
superiority in this way. This advantage was first found

' Ce
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out in the American war, and since then has effected much
in different parts of the world against the French forces,
Perhaps the inhabitants of Ireland are particularly fit for
this sort of fighting. The Irishman, and probably we
should sav the Scotchman, has a spur of spirit, an excel-
lency of lungs, and a constitutional activity which renders
him peculiarly accomplished to beat down his opponent at
charging with the bayenet. Charge-bayonet is more effec-
tual than quick firing, and a display of courage at the same
time. In these invaluable requisites for military success,
the Frenchman at present is second to none in the world,
But he is not constitutionally fitted to prevail with the
bayonet alone. Some of our Generals have taken occasion
to come at ence to the charge in this way, while the French
continued to fire, and they proved the value of it.  If ever
we should have to fight with invaders, the meeting them
on the beach with the bayonet might be well for two rea-
=ons, viz. That the Militia, although well disciplined, are
not vet sufficiently fought in actual warfare, and that our
Yeomanyy cannot acquire enough of discipline, detached as
lu-y are in corps—while both the Militia and Yeomanry
arinies possess whatéver of mind dnd manhood the bayonet
demands against our cilcmics.

General Gates now mdmfested his intention of taking
advantage from the unfavourable circumstances of our
army, by cuting off the means of our procuring provisions,
and galling our advanced posis by the American marks-
men, who did us great damage. General Burgoyne’s
dilemma was at this time calamltous, and even desperate.
Forsaken by the Indian and Provincial auxiliaries, and
reduced in force by continued disasters and losses, toabout
3500 effective men, of whom but 2000 were British, he
was disabled from retreating, and could entertain not even
a forlorn hope of suces-:fully fightiig an enemy fourfold
m .nber, and possessing every ad\antdrre over him.
Yet ia tus distressing sttuation British courage suffered
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no despondency Some expectation of reinforcements and
relief from New York was cherished; and it was generally
wished by our troops, that the Americans would make
their long menaced attack. In this suspense the army
stood the enure day, on the 18th of October, when no
prospect of aid amvmg, or further hopes remaining to
withstand the opposing army which almost surrounded us,
an account of the provisions was taken, and it was found
that we had no subsistence beyond short allowance for
three days. On this emergency a council of war was held
at which all the Staff and Officers commanding corps
assisted, and it was unanimously resolved to treat for a
eapitulation.* '
Overtures were accordingly made to General Gates,
but that Commander appeared determined to avail him-
self of the difficulties that overwhelmed us, and rejected
the conditions proposed for his acceptance. His rejection
of the overtures aroused the ardour of the British army,
which to a man was ready to meet death before disgrace.
Accordingly, such being the unanimous decision of all,
General Gates was advised, that, should he persist in
refusing the proffered terms, the Royal forces would make
a final trial, and rush upon his troops without giving
quarter,- or preserving the usages of civilized warfare,
This spirited determination had the desired effect, as the
enemy was well aware that the British would keep their
word, and although, most probably, they would have failed
of success, they would, at all events, have done great
havoe, if driven to desperation in conflict with men,
who man for man were beneath them in the spirit and
discipline of soldiers. General Gates, after deliberating,
retracted his harsh demands, and gave the asked for
honourable terms. The terms, no doubt, involved disap-
pointment to a bold and high-minded soldiery such as ours,

® See American War, page 170,
2C 2
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but still, even in adversity it was consoling, that the dig.
nity of the British character was prescrved, and extorted
from a successful foe, vastly out-numbering us, and
straining every nerve to tarnish British honour, and de-
grade the Britsn umpire. Iiven when victory crowned
the eremy’s efforts, he wvas ohliged to acknowledge himself
inferior in valour and military capacity to his adversary,
whom the tide of cijprosperous affairs (increased with an
unforeseen torrent of events) had overtaken and carried
off from %5 usual erouad of conquest and glory. ’

On tiis dliresaiul occarion the equanimity of General
Burgeyne evinced the strenzth and resources of his mind.
He did all that could be done for the honour of his king
and countrv, <o as to conciliate the affections of his brave
companicns Il anue, whese interest as men and soldiers
he consulted miceh more than personal convenience, or
his own situation, seveie and unpleasant as it was in thé
extreme, In this caze, and indeed the progress of Amt-
rican hostitiii>s it evidently appeaved, that the balance of
war i1s adji-ted by a high hand above the compass of the
human mind to consider it, that there is a power which
denies the battle to the strong, and defiats the most pro-
bable prospects of succesz in the affuirs of mortals!
Perhaps the Aicerican struggie peculiaily confirms this
awful idea, which tends to fling humiliation on the stu-
pendous designs of nations, aud the ablest counsels of
individuals; anl to teack a diviaer lesson, viz. That
from an over-ruling Providence every ability and every
victory is derived in this sublurar state!  The reader may
estimefe ctherwise, and blame the Administration and
expeditions wi.ich Great Britain émployed to controul
and subdue the rising independénce of North American
Colonists.  General Burgoyne riay have argued in the
same wav, rrevious to his own appointment, and when he
proceeded from the DBritish shores, full of confidence of -
bringinz the great buzinesy he engaged in to that issué,
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which the rulers and legislators of Great Britain confi-
dently looked forward to as the necessary effect of thé
war which they maintained with a subject people, who
had not even the name of a nation. He raised and dis-
appomted the expectatlons of his eountrymen at home,
in consequence of his known talents and highly probable
arguments. Ilis arguments and his army failed, and
favoured the religious motives of reliance on that superior
sceptre by which alone kings rule, and the mln'hty men of
the earth keep their thrones -
' As General Burgoyne's conduct has been differently
eonsidered by partiés and people at home (applauded by
those and condemied by these) the Writer of this Memoir
cannot be blamed in telling what he knows, and giving his
honest aid to illustrate what nobody has been able to
decide. " At least, it would appear, that the General's
judges remained, many of them, undecided, while soma
eherished unfair prejudices agamst him. It has been weil
said, that time at length gives right judgment, and ex-
poses the bad awards made by faction and partial affecs
tions. Time may at present do, or alrcady have done so
in favour of General Burgoyne.
British officers and soldiers, although with the loss of
- all the carly hopes of the campaign, boro the reverse
of fortune, or it may be more proper to say, the arm
of Providence which arrested our troops at the surren-
der of Saratoga, with a great equanimity creditable fo
them. But it ought to be particularly obcerved that
the enemy did not preserve that command of mind whick
uqually dignifies a veteran army when victorious in the
field. The Colonial forces, from the commander to the
lowest in the ranks betrayed an improper exuliation,
which loudly proclaimed that they had succeeded be-
_yond whatever they could expect when they began the
conflict. They evidently perccived that vast untoward
events had overwhelmed their brave ad,vaxsarzoci, and,

L S
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while they claimed the credit of overpowering them, they
were well aware that they deserved none of the laprels
which are earned and worn by victors after hard fought
battles. Delays, disappointments in various ways, and
unfortunate failures of co-operation had brought General
Burgoyne's army into a desperate labyrinth, out of which
no generalship could extricate him, thrown as he was
on a wilderness, barren, and almost impassible. Thus
entangled and unprovided with means of subsistence, the
British were of necessity obliged to submit on honoura-
ble terms. The Americans perceived this issue of things
in all its bearings, and their providential and even incal-
culable success intoxicated them with a paroxism of joy
at the moment.

A Thanksgiving Sermon was preached on the great occa-~
#ion before the American army, and the text and sermon of
the Chaplain fully set forth, that they had but little to attri- -
bute to their own gallantry and fighting. He preached
from Joel ii. 20, ¢ But I will remove far off from you the
Northern army, and will drive him into a land barren
and desolate, with his face toward the East-sea, and his
hinder part toward the utmost sea; and his stink shall
conie up, and his ill savour shall come up, because
ke hath done great things.”

Whatever provocation the Colonists did receive, it is
eertain they shewed themselves desirous to push their
successes farther than prudence or even honourable hos-
tility could justify them in doing.

Having succeeded, and rejoicing as they were on
the approaching era of their independence, as a new
nation in the Earth, they ought to have checked the
spirit of inhuman resentnent which they too much che-
vished during the war, to extinguish not only collectively,
bat individually, on all occasions their enemies. who
aimed merely to reduce them to their former rank of
colonial attachment and friendship. They appeared to
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rejoice at the privations and suﬁ'ermgs of our troops when»
prisoners. We were marched during the rigours of
winter, in a ¢old climate, two hundred miles from Sara-
toga to Boston, and obliged to endure harsh and cruel
usage which was not uhknown to the ‘American officers
sommanding, of all gradations. Yet surely when many
of those were British; or had formerly lived in the in-
terchange of amity and kind offices with British s6ldiers
and British subjects, it cannot but detract from their
mxhtary and moral character, to find them terrible and
implacable at such a time. Misfortune in general, and
chiefly military misfortune is mostly used to obtain ge-
nerous treatment, and in such a case, ill‘treatment
conduces to no advantage, whilst it evidences the vile
motives of individuals, stooping from the rank of man-
liood to heap inhumanity upon the vanquished, *who give
up, or put by the sword, and so, are at the mercy
of a people with whom they bravely contended before.
The man of liberal and enlightened wunderstanding
at that period would, for many reasons, endeavour to
repress the' cruel operatlon of such a vulgar ‘animosity
and’ warring spirit, when warfare was soon to- cease.’
Washington perhaps stood ‘nobly alone in this great and’
good character, when there was a prospect of sheathmg the
sword, and the sun of American independence was rising
tpon the States. Washington exerted himself to let peace
quench the vexations and violence which prevailed: so
long and so unhappily. But it was not so with many,
or it might be said, any other of his fellow-soldiers.
They forgot whatever the Colonies owed of consequence
and commerce to the empire of Great Britain, under
which they grew up from poor insignificance to inde-
pendent power among the States of the earth. They
almost seemed to lose the common feelings of our nature
at that most interesting epoch, while policy itself, if they
were capable to reflect, would teach better thoughts.
L
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The independent American was like a froward child af
variance with his parent—no doubt, in woefully differing
as they did, each erred and acted amiss, but when thc
child gained the ends and objects he had in view, a calm
consideration at least was due to the parent adversary,
with whom in future he had to Leep the usual relations
of peace and amity—and a lapse of years has given the
Americans to perccive that the ruin of the British empire
would inevitably involve the States in commercial bank-
ruptcy, and gencral embarrassment. Since North America
established herself on a basis of independence, she has
leaned a good deal upon the wide extended dominion of
Britain. Under the British flag her people have been
embarked often in the same bottoms, in partnerships of
trade with the British. Even-the vast rupture which the
war made has not been able after all to detach Americans
and Britons from preserving some of those kindred rela-
tions which cannot but subsist between people bred with
the same habits and usages of life, and speaking the
same language. In spite of the vexations of hostility itself,
the American must be a good deal at home when he visits.
the British isles, and therefore it was melancholy to wit-
ness the vengeful economy which obtained to embitter the
dreary and difficult condition of our prisoners. As a
reflection in result arising from this argument, the
Poet’s Apostrophe to Great Dritain is entirely in point :—

¢ Countries indebted to thy power that shine
With light derived from thee, would smother thine:
Thy very children watch for thy disgrace—
A lawless brood, and curse thee to thy face!'

-~
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!
| | CHAP. X. ; ‘ ‘
S’am(z Jccozmt of General Burgoynels Life and /Inccstms
Aulﬁor is marched a prisoner from Sarator'a on the rqute
" to Boston. Description of the Town of IIadlcy Re-
!marlcable Adventures of Generals TWhaley and Gqﬂ'e,
who sat on the Militar: -y Court which tr ied King Clzarlz,s I.
Jed to New En gland, and continued several years con-‘
cealed at Hudlqy Hardships and harsh treatment en-
dured by the British prisoners at Prospect-hill, E.z‘[ract
/'mm Colonel Sir Archibald Campbell’s Letter to Gencral
" Sir WW. Howe. Account of Generals Lee and Puinam,
and remains of British Officers at Bunlm 's-hill.  Auther
made to run the Guunllet between lines of American
Jmhlm near Rutland.  Execulion of an American Lady
‘, and, Soldzer, together wzth a Brahsk Ser: ]eant tmd Prz-
tate, for the Murder of the Lady's- Husband.

‘ HAVING closed the last chapter with remarks on the
military capacity and the misfortunes attending the cam-
paign of General Burgoyne, which gave a decisive supe-
riority to the cause of'the colonists, and prepared a highway
for opening the kates of American independence, it will not
be unentertaining to the reader to peruse some particular
account of that Commander, whose ability and generalship
were evinced even'in the most adverse scenes. As it
usually happens in an unfavourable issue of affairs, the
plans and operations of his ‘battles were found fanlt with,
and thus it is, that those who can argue only from results
are peculiarly anxious to expose the faulty movements and
failures of the most cxcellent Generals of the world. It
has heen contended for, General-Burgoyne, with a great
deal of justice, that he used the -military means in his
bd
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hands, as ably and skilfully as possibly could be done;
if we give him merely the credit he deserved, in opposing
the vast and unforseen difficulties he had to encounter.
It would seem indced that the great argument of blame
to him, without due ailowance on other accounts, origi-
nated from his previous miscalculation of the Colonial
COnﬂlct It ought to be considered in this matter, - that
a hlxe ill estimate was made by ministers themselye s, who
had" no adequate conception of the manner in WTchh tﬂe
American struggle should be un&ortaken and conductéd
By them. If they erred unfortunately i in not ascer lalmu-r
the evil and energy of Colonial resistance, and in not
meetmg it with pewerful promptltude' at théir doors fxe
the great blame of Lu[ure at last.  Certain it is, that no
Oﬁlul,‘llow‘\tl’ “uut and @ ccomphmed can ha\e due
chdn Unliess suceess. crowins hxs exertions.

Cenexa[ bmno_)no had prev 1ou~!_y olitaied vcll-eariied
laulds in'the ar my. At the capture of Bollx,lc hé metited
ereat applause—and also in the Spanish war of 1762,
wlen the qp'mnrds could not detach the Portun'neqe from
our alliance, ke was éniinently distinguished as a Brw‘adlér-
Ciceneral on the confines of Pmtu«ml and Spam, -the
present theatre where the British name and British nation
derive almost unequailed honour against the- veteran
-oldiors oif Irance, who achicved so much on the cohti-
nent of Lurope.  In a signal affair of which he had the
dirceiion and command to the north of Lada]ox, Field-
Muarshol Ceunt De la Lippe, who commanded the Allies,
encuks of him with- a degrée of rapture as follows:—
“ Ve Fiel-Marshali thinks it his duty to acquaint the
army with the glorivis condnct of Brigadier Burgoyne,
who, after marching fitfleen leagues without halting, took
Valentia De Aleantara sword in hand, made the General
who was to have invaded Alentego prisoner, destroyed
tae ¥penjsh v gimend of Seville, taking three standards, a
Celcily many Olicers of distinction, and several soldiers

2
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The Marshal makes no doubt that the army will rejoice at
the event, ‘and that ewry one wnll in, propornon to lus_
rank imitate so. glorious an e:gamplx

Mis col,lduct in America has been suﬂicxenﬂv dee Pubed
a].ready, and whatever has been oblettel agam~t n'm, Ius
talent, actlwty, and presence of' mind were always con-
gpicuous _in the greatest trials, 'After Lis return home
he resigned all his emom.nmta, amountmw it ‘was mlc‘
to three thousand five hundred pounds a year, and con-
tmued in retlremenIt urml hls deceace, whlch fook phce
in 1792, except when he used to. attend occasionally in
Parliament, as Member for Preston. On which occasions
he gave many specimens of eloqueqqg apd talent as a
gtatesman and elegant scholar.

The following artlde relatmg to his angestors has been
pubhshed in a periodical work, and reccnﬂd as authenttc,
He was son to Sir Ro«e; Buxgoyne, whese dnily 13
said to be of great anttqmts, being decenderd from John
of Gaunt, Duke of Langas ster, Jr'de of Kinz Richard ii
who in the year 1387, grauted to the B gy A s the
two extensive manors of Suiton al.d Pom-n by the
x‘ollowmg extraordinary deed :

1 Johm of Gaunt. - .o . ., T
! Do give and do grant - . o G e
Unto - Roger Burgoyne, - :
- And the heirs of Lis . lojyne,
All Satton and Potton, Cre. g
Until the world’s rotfon., , .. i

‘General Burgoyne began his eareer in' the army at
an early dage. On the Sth October. 1762, he had Fkis
eommission as’Colonel, and” on the 18th March.’ l:(),,,
‘obtained the Queen’s light dragoons. On the 23l
‘May, 1772, he was made Maj jor-General, and i Sept.
1777, Lteutenant-General: when a Subaltern Officer' he
married Lady Charlotte .Stan]e), sister to the Eorl"or

. "DQ B S X
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Derby.  Her Ladyship died without 1issue, while le
was serving in America.

On the morning of the 17th of October we surrendered,
and in the evening crossed the Hudson river from Saratoga
an our march to Boston. From the outsct of our march-
ing we experienced much hardship, sleeping in barus, and
having but bad clothing, and scanty provisions. The way
before and about us presented an uncheering appearance,
mountairous and barren, with little of pleasing scenery to
amuse the traveller. In our progress we crossed the ridge
of mountains called Blue 1lills, which begin in New
Iampshire, and extend (krough a long tract of country in
New England. Hadley was the first place we arived at,
which had any local attractions to delight the eve. Itis
a pleasant town of FHampshire Connty Massachusetts, on
the east of Connecticut river. It then consisted of one
extensive and spacious street parallel to the river.  Hadley
was celebrated as the place of retreat chosen by generals
Whaley and Goffe, two of the military judges or court-
martial who tried and condemned King Charles I. and
fled to America, fearing the resentment of King Charles
II. at the restoration in 1660, which decided the fates
or fortuncs of individuals, who took an active part against
the unfortunate monarch. The lcading partizans of
the Protector Cromwell could not fail to be capitally
obnoxious to the restored Sovereign after the vast afflic-
tions which overwhelmed his roval father, exiled himsclf
from the inheritance of the British throne so lonz, and
filled the cup of bitterness for his relatives and fiiends
in general. Sixteen of those that sat in judgment on
his father saved their lives by flight. Of whom Generals
Whaley and Goffe, and Colonel Dixwell took refuge in
North America. They all bad commanded in Cromwell's
army, and were noted for activity against the royal person
and cause.

Whaley and Goffe landed at Boston on the S7th July
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1660, havmcr effected their depalture from England, but
a few days before King Charles II. was’ “téstored to the
throne, inteligence of which high ev ent they had received
as they left the English Channel. Goffe is reported to
have kept a journal of every thing rcmarkable which
happened to them for the seven succoeding years, from
their leaving Westminister. This journal is said to have
fallen into the hands of Governor [{utchinson, who kept
it safe until it was lost or destroyed in the tumults and
outrages of the populace in Boston, on the passing of
the famous stamp-act.¥* It was writtcn in short notes or
characters which were easily decyphered. The Governor,
however, had made some exlracts from it, which were
saved, and detailed in some publications rclating to Ame-
rican transactions, :

Arriving at Boston, they did not endeavour to conceal
themselves, but even waited on Mr. Endicot, the then
Governor, who gave them a courteous reception. The_y‘\
were visited by the principal inbabitants, and countenanced
by a staunch loyalist of that City, =iz. Colonel Crown.
They took their residence four miles distant from Boston
at the- village of Cambridge. They used to oaftend at
public WOl‘shlp, and mantained a decent and devout de-
meanour in general, ‘which gained the popular respect in
- their behalf. Being sometime insulted, the offender was
called to account for the abuse he offered to tl.em, and
was bound before a Magistrate to keep the peace in future.
It is.right to observe, however, that on their arival no
news of the restoration had reached America, 2nd, therefore
from the powerful governnent of the Protectorate, it isnot
‘surprising they met a kind reception from the people of
‘Boston, altho’ it was known to many of the inhabitants
that they sat on the trial of King € harles 1. Soon after
inteligerice was brourrht by the wuy of Barbadoes that all
the chr sdJ mlges would be pardoned, with the cxccpuon

* Sce Aut.horb Journal of American Occmrcncm, Pd,e 11,
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of seven, among whom Whaley and Goffe were ingluded,
On this publie mformatlon the Officers of Governmcnt
at Boston, were. alarmed in affording them an asylum,
while compassion for the fugltucs perv.xded the public
on their accoynt. They rucelvcd some assurance that
the General Court would continue to protect. them,
but a few advised them of the exped;ency of seeking
a safer retreat than Boston. On 22nd November, 1660,
the Governor called a General Court of Assistants tq
consider the propriety of putting them under arrest, but
the Court broke up without coming to any dect]c;on
of the question. Finding it unsafe to stop at Bostop,
they speedily removed 150 miles distant to a place
ealled Newhaven,

A discovery of their retreat being made in anland 0B
the 7th March following, a hue and cry, as Goffe terms
itin his Journal, was sent forth. And even anterior to
this, soon after their departing from the village of Cam.
bridge, a warrant was issued to seize on them, but with-
eut effect. At Newhaven their reception was at first
"favourable, but when the King's procl.m)ation was made
known in America, they were again ohliged to abscond
-with precipitation. On 27th March they removed to
New-Milford, where they were known by some. They
were therefore induced to return by mgbt to Newhayen,
and were concealed by a Gentleman there until the
'30th April.

News arriving that ten of the ngs Judges were
executed, and the Governor reeeiving instructions to
apprekend Whaley and Goffe, the country was agitated
‘with alarm, and it became unsafe for any person to
harbour them. 'They now betock themselves to the
woods, favoured by a few secret friends, who after they
bad tried different places of concealment, prepared. a
eave cn the side of a hill, in which they remained
fom May 1ith to Jure 11th. They gave this forlorn
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rétréat the é.ppeﬂatlon of Providence-hill, havirg conti-
nied’‘undiscovered in it, altho’ ‘the mo:t dll)oent search
was fade td detect them about the country, contlo*uoui
to 'it.* 1t being_fouhd that their friend 'in Ne#haVen
had afibtdéd them a hldmn--place, it was Teaféd that
he' wotild suffer for so doing. On Which the unhappy
fugltnes eterminéd to resign themselves as a sactifice
to ‘fhe'Royal resentment rather than be the means of
involving ' their hospltable protector in ruin. They even
niticed the Deputy-Governor of their - ‘intdntion,  &hd
the scene of their concehlment, but that Gentlemin paid
no attention to their remonstrance, and they were secretly
couniscled fiof to think of surrendering themselves, "
*In their solitary residence they encounte\'ed various
didasters and perils. As they oncé lay abed at hight, a
beast which looked lke a tyger advanced‘"fn‘f “the
chve’s ‘aperture, gazed on them wgh (iffaaw'“ s
roared” and departed without -doing fhem uonh
Having once ventured too far from their dreafy z‘lg)ode,
they were actually overtaken by a Mr.' Kunber]y, the
Sheriff, who held ‘the King's * warrant, and knew and
eneavoured to'  take - them ifito custady," but they dé-
fénded themselves agamst him with their walkmg sticks, "
and thile hé left them to procuré assistance, {hey siic-
déeded in fegaining the woods. On another Gecasion
they escaped by hiding under a bridge on the road,
over which their pursuers passad and 'at NeWhaVen
several’ times hid themselves in houses, ‘which wete at
the fnoment searched by the Officers of Government. *
“As soon” as* the search after them had cease ‘they
ventured to the house of one Tomkins, néar Milford,
in which tbey remamed two years, wnthe)ut ‘dating to
walk even in the adjoiniig orchard. ** Hearing fhat
Commnssnoners from his Majesty" arrWed in Boston, they
again” thought it expediént to return’_to their former
retréat at Prowdencc*hxll, but bemv found out by somie
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hunting Indians, they bid, a final adicu to it. - After,
a variety of wanderings in the woods they at length revi-
mted Hadley, and were there concealed by a Mr.. Russell
between fifteen and sixteen years, frequentlx‘ rpeeiving .
pecuniary remittances from Englapd, and occasional -
relief from a few - American friends. . I'helr reverse qf
fortunc was, great indeed. For several years they were.
principal actors under Cromwell. \Vhaley defeated Prince
Rupert, Goffe once turned the Members out of -the,
Ilouse of Parliament, -and was entrusted by the I’w-
tector ,with the custody of the King. r
At Hadley they often complamed that they were
bamshed from society, and that their lives were mise-
rable and burdensome. Goffe had marr led \Vhaley 8
daughter, with whom he corresponded by the name of
Goldqmlth addressing her as Irances Goldsmith; and-
the’ correspondence was carried on as between a mother
and son. The following extract of a letter from Goffe,,
descnbmg Whaley’s second childhood, in which he cone
tinued the last few -years of his hfe, is interesting : —
% Your old friend Mr. R. (Whaley) is yet hvmg,
but contmues in that ‘weak condmon of which I have‘
formeriy glven you an account, and I have not much
to add.  lle is scarcc capable of an] ratlonal discoyrse;
lu; undcrstandm g, memory, and speech doLh go mach,
ﬁnl mm, that h,e seems not to take much notice Qf any.
thmo; that is ;either done or sald but r.ztncntly bears.
ah thm(vs, and never -<complains of any thiag,. thou*'h
1 fear it is some trouble to himn that he hath had no.
jetter ,for a long time from his cousin Rlch but he
speaks not one word concerning it, nor any thmrr you,
wiote in-your last: only after I Lad road ypur Jettors.
to bLim, being (ui\ed whether it-was uot a great refrosh-
went to him fo hcar such a gracious spirit broath.mrr :
in your letters, he, said it was w.ne of his least comfon~'
and indcod Le scarce speaks of any "dnf but n an;we
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to the questions that are put to him, which are not of
many kinds, because he is not capable to answer thew.
'I'he common and very frequent question is, to know how
Lie doth, and his answer, for the most part, is, very well.
1 praise God, which he utters in a very low and wegk
voice. But sometimes he saith, not very well, or very ill;
and then if it be further said, Do you fcel pain any
where? To that he always answereth, no. When lie
wants any thing he cannot speak well for it, because he
forgets the name of it, and sometimes axks for one thing
when he means another, so that his eye or his finger 13
his tongue, but his ordinary wants are so well “knownt to
us, that most of them are supplied without asking or
making signs for them. Some help he stands in -need of
in every thing to which any motion is required, having
not been able for a long time to dress or undress him-
self, nor t6 feed, nor ease mature either way, orderly,
without help, and it is a very great mercy to himn that
he hath a fiiend that takes pleasure in being helpful to
kim. I bless the Lord, that gives e such a good mea-
sure of health and strepgth, and an opportunity and a
heurt to use it in so good and necessary a work ; for though
my help be poor and weak, yet that ancicnt servant of
Christ could not-well subsist without it ; and I do believe,
a you arc pleased to say, very well, that [ do crjoy the
more health for his sake. I bave sometimes wondered at
this dispensation of tlte Liord towards him, and have some
cxpectations of more than ordinary issue. The Lovd help
us to profit by all, and to wait with patience on him, till
we see what end he will make us.

Thus far I write for mysclf. I will now ask him what
he would have me say to his friends concerving him.
The question being asked, he saith, I am better tha: |
was. And being asked, w‘lat I should say more to his
cousin R. er any other friends; after a long pause, he
pgain said, , the Lord hath visited me in much merc".,

“E e
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and ke hath answered his visitatson upon me.” (I give
you his own words)) Being desirous to ‘draw mare from
him, I proposcid seversl questions, and the sum ef his
answers was, that he earnesily "desires the continbance
of the fervent prayers of all fiiend. for him.” o

During their abode at Hadley, the most memcrable
Indian war of New Fngland took piwce. It was calind
king Philip’s war. Philip was a powerful Sachem, and
resided at Mount-Hape, in Rhode-1-land; where he was
soon after put to death, by colenel Cliurch.. ~AH the fron-
tier towns of New Lngland were uttacked, and Hadley
of course was exposed to Indian incursions,  The timethe
savages fixed upoyw, to- make the assauit was while the ia-
habitants were -assembled in the meeting-heuse, to ohserve
a fast-day ; but providentiuily, it had been-some time a
custom with the men, to attend public worship, armed.
‘I1ad the town been taken, the discovery of Whaley. amd
Gofle, would have been inevitable. 'The men took up
their arms, and attempted a defence, but were soon thrown
into confusion, where (as it is told in Boston) a stranger
appeared among them, of venerable aspect, and different
in his appare}, from the inhabitants; who rallied, and dis-
posing them in the hest military mamner, led them to the
charge, routed the Indians, and saved the towh. In the
moment of victery their-deliverer vanished. The inhajg-
tants unable to account for tha phenomenon; believed they
had been commanded by an angel, sent from heaven for
their pretection.

The supposed angel was Goffe, who never before, ven-
tured from his concealment.  Whaley was then in a
state of second childhood. Such was their caution to
prevent a discovery of their retreat, that the inhabitants -
neither knew them, or who it was that so ably led them.
against the savages, until the exiles left this troublseme
would.
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Another anecdote respecting Goffe, is stil current
among the old inhabitants of Boston, which proves him
to be very expel'f at the sword 'exercise. It is thus re-
lated in a publicaﬁbn which was perused by the author.

“ While they-continued in Boston, there appeared a
bravo there, some say, a fencing-master, who on a stage
erected for that purpose, walked several davs, challenging
and defying any person to fight him with the sword.
At length Goffe disguised in ruastic dvess, holding in one
hand a cheese wrapped up in a napkin, and in the othor
a broomstick, the end of which be had besmeared in dirty
water, ascended the stage. 'The fencing master swag-
gered and bid him begone. A rencounter casued,
and Goffe received the sword of his antagonist ia the
.cheese, while he drew the dirty end of s stick across
the fellows mouth. Another pass was made, and acnin
received in thecheese; and the feacer’s eyes were marked
with the staff. A third lounge, was again received as be-
fore, and the stick rubbed over the otlier parts of his face.
The euraged master of arms then threw aside his weapon,
and took up a broad sword, upor which Goffe told himn te
stop, and added that he had hitherto bui played with him,
without attempting to do him harm; if liowever he wonld”
come on with the broad sword, his life sheuld pay the for-
feit. 'The fencer ~truck with Goffe’s manner and fearing
the event, asked him who he was, adding, that he must
be either Whaley, Goffe, or the Devil, as no others
could conquer him. The disguised conqueror retived,
leaving the boasting champien to the derision of the
spectators. {lence it became proverbial in New England,
in speaking of a champion, to say that no one could
beat him, but Whaley, Goffe or the Devil.”

Whalcy died at Hadley, in the year 16S8. After
about a year from the time of his decease, all tradition
. of Goffe is lost. The only conjecture that can be forimed
2152
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is that he did not long wurvive his fl;md,,andwas pri-
vately burried near him at Hadley. s $ s
Such was the wretched. exlle and degthaf. edtwg«ted and
respectable men whe, from at first launching on the
waters of strifc at home, shaped their own course ag out-
casts to. meet misfortune in the wilds of North Awmerica,.
In considering their. condition we are obliged to pause, i
deep anxiety at the fickle fashion, and. fluctuating state:
of human affairs in general. Whaley and Gaffe embark.-
ed in the tide of Cromwell's usurpation, but when it ebhed
at liis decease they were left desperate, Had that deomineer- ?
ing order of things continugd in England they would, no
doubt, keen station and respect among . their countrymen,
The uncertainty and evil attending innovatiens on govern:
ment have .thus heen often evidenced in the. warld, and
perhaps no where more than in the British islands, in
which individuals of great talent and consideratian have.
frequently risked their lives and estates in trying to effee- .
tuate reforms and changes in the commonwealths and”
kingdoms of ihese countries. History teems with instances’
to confirm this argument, an argument which still appears.
to come home to our political feelings and vital concerns,
“Political agitation has ever and anen injuved the isles
where we live, sometimes as much as if the barriers, of
the ocean, in which their foundatiqns are kid by the
divine architect, were broken asunder to overwhelm u
with an influx of the sea. Political agitation is still
" work and demands some excellent ruling energy to quelk
it, in order to allow our people.the blessings of civi}
and religious tranquillity. This is the “cansummation.
devoutly to be wished” among us, because without public
peace in the land there cannot be popular welfare or
much moral virtue to enable us to withstand the torrent
of vicissitude which made such vast mischief in Eurepe
of late. An imperial usurpation is now probably estab-
Yisked which embraces upon its bread hdsié a gruupe of
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principalities from the Mediterrenean to the distaat Narth, .
and strains 3all its stupendons efforts. to wpin the British
empire.  Our own'differences aid ifs. great attempts in
this way. It has already put down the mighty and ele-
vated the humhle on the thremes of the old lkipgs of the
Continent. Some of these wha.af the era of the French
Revolutiop were not superior, in ramk . and ability to
Whaley and Goffe, class among the princes of the Rheuish
confederacy, a-confederacy which rose out of the ashes-
of the Garman Empire.. Whalgy's and Gofle’s cause
proved disastrous, while the fortunes of a Murat, a
Massgna, and others ‘succeeded in .gaining princely power
apd place. 8o the glory of this world passes away, and
proeeds with trembling unsteadiness, enpugh to tell us-
that popular harmony -supplies pational happiness, and
* that. private ambition usually becomes baneful to persons
that 1ndulgee it to excess. The new princes and Dukes
of France afford no argument to.the contrary.  They leok
like' thg generals of the‘Goths at the decline of the westesn
empire, thejr appearance is prodigy, and they themsclves
ape non-descript! If we ecomsider the case of Italy,
Switzerian ), Holland and Spain, and estimate the fortunos
of those who assisted to originate stuife and ghange in
their native countries, we will pepceive the most of them
:s}upwrecked or swept off in the wery floods they labour-
to infnoduce upon their own states'in fayour of Gallie

dommatlon of late, nay more, if we contempuate the exitod
wiretchedness of egveral” of our-countrymen at this day,
nat to mentidn thase of them who died in abetting re.
beilion and invasion, not many yeavs ago in lLreland, we
will see abundant evidence of that political phrenzy which .
goads individuals to injere the commonyvealth and destrop:
themselves. Some educated and capable men of Ireland,
~ whe might hawe lived respectably at horac hy the exertion
of their talents as they ought, fell smerifices to it, while
several of them are at present squandering their tima
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and talents as uSeless exiles in the towns or plantations
of North America, and so represent to the life the melan- -
choly tragi-comedy of Whaley and Goffe, at Hadley,
known in a strange land as men of ahility, but feured
and dishiked, lest their abilisies should harm- the wery
asylums which shelter them fiom"® the storms of - Eirrope. s

From Hadley ouar rout lay to Prospect-hill, which is
about 90 miles distant from it, where we stoped during
the winter months, and endured harsh usage in difterent
ways. The people of New England appeared to indulge
a deadly hatred against the British priseners, and re-
joiced at any occasion to gratify it. Several of sur men were
stabbed by the colonial centinels, and one of our officers -
was shot as herode in his chaise. There are personages of
distinction at present residing in this city, who then were
prisoners with me, that can bear testimony to the truth
of what is here asserted, on this unpleasant subject. T'he
following extracts from a letter to general Sir William
Howe, by lieutenat colonel Sir ‘Archibald Campbell, are
further corroborative of it. The colonel, having the com-
mand of 700 men, proceeded into Boston harbom which
had been unknown to him, evacuated by the rova! tnoops, ‘
and of coerse brought himself and his soldlery inte the
enemy’s hands. He was sent to sufler close confinement
in Concord, a small town I8 miles from Boston, from
whence he addressed the letter in question to the comp-
imander in chief.

“ I am lodged in a dungeon of twelve or thirteen feet
square, whose sides ave black with the grease and litter’
of successive crimmals ; two doors with douhle locks and
bolts, shut me up frem the yard, with an express pro-’
hibition to enter i, either for my health or the necessary
calls of nature : two sinall windows, . strongly grated with
iron, introduce a gloomy light to the apartment; and
these are at this time without a single pane of glass,
although the masoa of the frost and snow is aetually in
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the extreme. In the corner of the cell, boxed up with
‘the partition, stands a necessary house, which does nat
scem , to Lave heen emptied since: its fivst appropriation
to this convenience -of malefactors. A loathsome black-
hol:, decorated with a pair of fixed. chains, is granted
me fir my inner apartment, from whence a felon was
‘but the moment before removed, to make way for your
_humble servant, and in which his litter &c. remain to
‘this moment. The attendance of a single. servant is
" also denied me, and every visit from a friend is positively
refused: In short, sir, was a fire to happen in any
- chamber of .the goal, which is all of wood, the chimney-
-stacks excepted, I might perish in the flames before the
‘goaler eould go through the cermony of unbolting the
doors; although to do him justice in his station, 1 truly
think him a man of humanity; his house is so remote, that
amy call from within, espcially if the wind is high, might
- ke long of reaching him effectually.
I have the honour to be, &c.
: ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL. .
Concord Goal, ¢
4th February. 1777. C o

The severe treatment however which citenel siv Archibalid
Eanmpbell suffered was chieflv owing to the capture, and
confinement of general Lee, whom general Hoie, kept as
‘a state prisoner. The character of general Lee, is well
‘known and at that period of the colonial war his mi-
litary talents and his exertions were of the first importance
‘to’ the American cause, and, no doubt his seizure on the
spur of inferesting affairs, was appreciated as a great ad-.
vantage gained by the royal army. America was at
first incompetent iir the great requisites of military effi-
cicney. Her troops wore not of course ably organized,
and there was a general want of expevience and skill
among the officers. The lozs of goneral Lee, who saw
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much service, wlto was capable, and enterpizing in his
profession, could not fail to be cstimated by the colouists
as unfortunate, or by the British as encouraging at the
moment. Congress evinced much anxiety on ‘his account.
lis ardour and unremitting endeavours for their interests
made them politically and affectionately hic friends. It
was tried to effectuate his liberation by a cartel of ex-
change, but no individual of his high rank beung a pri-
soner at that time, general Washington, by. particular de-
sire of congress, proposed to give six field officers for
him. 'I'kis overture wa: refused, general Ifowe, urging
that he must be considered as a deserter not a regular
wprisoner.  I'rom thic view of his situation he was guard-
ed with all that strict precaution which attaches to indi-
viduals charged with treasonable overt acts. :

Congress from respect to gencral Lee and a desire of
rctaliation treated the British priseners with much ce-
verity,  Officers were deprived of their parcle Liberty, and
it was publickly declared that the, manner of their future
treatment should in all cases be regulated by that which
general Lee experienced, And thus it was that colopel
Campbell was so rigorously used while imprisoned at
Cencord.

Having introdyced the mention of general Lee, a sketch
of his life and conduct may prove somewhat amusing
to the reader. The author in his American Journal gave
a general account of him, but at present he shall
state some particulars concerning a man that made so
eminent' an appearance on the American theatre.

Charles Lee was the third and youngest son of Thomas
Lee, of Dernhall in the county of Chester, aud of Isa
bella Bunbury, daughter of Sir Henry Bunbury, of Stan-
ney, in the same county. His father had been a colonsl
in the army, and his fimily was ancient and respectable.
Mr. Charles Lee began his military life so early as the
age of eleven years, and pursued his professional studies
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with ability and attension. He knew the Latin and
Greek well, as also the Ifalian, Spanish, German and
'French Janguages, which he spoke with fluency. A ball
pas~ed through his body at thé 'battle of Ticonderoga, at
“which’ he cammanded'a company of the 44ith regiment.
On returning to England a general peace was contemp-
lated, and it was rumoured that Canada would be ceded.
The intended cession of Canada was loud]y deprecated
by the American Colonists, and on this occasion he pub-
lished ‘'a pamphlet, which evinced his political talent, and
ably explained the importance of our retaining Canada
as a dependency of the British empire. The success of
his pamphlet made him Lknown, and he was compli-
mented for it by Doctor f‘ranklnn, who observed that’ his
~work, on that eub]eet w could not fail of making a salu-
tary nnpressmzi In the year 1762 he bore a cnlonels
commlsslon, ‘aud served under general Bur‘roy ne in Por-
tugal, where he dlsmwmshed himself a good dea] for
which he recewed the thanks of hlb I’ortlmuese ma]esty,
and was warmly recommendéd to his own court, 'by
the Count La Lippe, the comniander of the allies. Thla
cra might have been ¢usp1c1ous to Colonel Liee, if he'had
been poswwed of private’ prudence to advance his _pto-
fessional interests, Here however, asif by fatality, Arierica
" interfered, and he always appeared, greatly interested for -
the colomes The Indlan, or what was called pondlzick’
war broke out, and was deemed a matter of little ‘moment
by ‘the ministerial parties. “The frlends .of Amerita
thought differently, and Colonel Lee, prodaced another
pamphlet by which he lost 'the favour of ministers.
Despairing of preferment at homb, e now’ left his native
shores, and éntered jnto the thsh service. " In‘his ab-
sence he never lost sighit of the"colomal caUse, ‘a$ his
letters durm ‘that tfmc, evinced that he éxerted himself
\nth hls maJesty s minisiters on the Contment and with
- : F f—x oo . PN
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parllamentary friends i Eno'lanch to promee i‘t by
2all means.

At the breakma out of’ bostlhtes with ‘the colomes‘he
did not continue an idle specta“tor. He stf]] held his
rank as Colonel n the British service, and 1ecewed ha]f
pa_y This he rerigned, etatmcr his reaSOns at large in
a letter addressed te lord Barmoton, the secrctar_y at war,
“in which he declared that whenever his m’s;os(y might call
‘him on any honourable service agamst ‘his foreigh and
natural enemies, he would obey with alacmty and zeal;
but that he acted from patnohc motives in embraciig
the colonial interests on the theatre of America: sie
considered the measures of the British govet'nmént in
that great matter subversive of civil prrty, destructne
to British prosperity and lﬂnmatel-,f injurious fo ‘his
majesty’s power and suuntv on the Enalm'h throne.
His subsequent conduct shewed that he ‘beliaved on the
_ great occasion 1in comphance with his ﬁ»elmgs, ‘which
however must be cons;dcrcd indiscreet, if not exc1ted by
. ‘his d“sappomtments. In character he always scemed
1mpetuws and rach }hs attachment te Amerua, in

, eompetmorr as it was with the mother cmmtr_y, ‘cannét
be justified ; and his behaviour on the Continent of' Europe,
exhibits his eccentr1c1ty and restlessness with a promment
feature. It is reporfed that he dlsgusted his patron the
king of Poland himself, wlm became tired of such a man.
His rapidity of travel]mg “from. state to stdte, and hls "frp-
quent quarrelm«r with individuals proves that hls mind
_was not well at ease, apci to hlmthe ﬁmencan revolution
was desurpb]e, as it afforded him a scene of actlv1ty, to dissi-
pate his habmial pertmebatmn of . spmt, and to gatber
laurels which, he must be aware, he could not expect to
-acquire in any other portnon of ‘the earth. n the colo-
_mial - contes; he embarked all his hopes’s ‘he  risked His
Sortunes in it, which, if they were not opulent ‘were
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competent enough* They cou]d not be made much
"betiterin the success of the colonists, and in their sub-
‘Jugation or reductlon he would become .exigent, if not
altogether dcstxtute, ‘and a victim of mshrness at the altar
of reconciliation.

He arrlve& in America in November 1773, when the
causes of hostihty were agitated with great a-umosuy,
‘and his wrlﬁrjgs and speeches were instrumentai in arous-
ing the colonists to a persevering resistance. In this
attempt he vmted most of the states, and was generally
well received and admived for his abilities and friendly

“wishes ta their cause. He ohtained the rank of Major
General from Con'vuess, and on the resignation of Gene-

val Ward was appointed in his place qewnd in commaad.
On the death of General Montgomery before Quebec
he was ordered to take command in Canada, bat this
order was countermanded and he was sent to a seutiren

PP EOTLTPIOT 2SI 0P

1, The general had £480, per annum, on a mrtgag\e in
Jamalca, paid punctually,
2, An estate of #£200, per aunum in Middlesex, for>ano-
: ther gentleman’s hfe, but whose life he had insured awalnst
his own.
3, A theusaud popnds on a.turnpikg in England, at foug
" per cend inferest,

4, One tkoqcand five “hundered pounds, at ﬁve per
cent.

5, His haif pay, ope hundred and thirty six pounds per an.
num; in 2il nine hundred and thirty. one pounds per anqum,
clear income : besndeq this about twelye hundred pounds in

) lns agent’s hands, an(l dificrent dehts. e had likewise, ten
thouqznd acres.of land in the island of St. Johu, which had
rheen located and setﬂpd at the expense of séven hun.
dxedpoqnds H and a mandamus for twenfy thousand acres in

Ea.st F{onda.
9 F
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d:partinent, where he was applauded for his capacity
and vigilance. The affair at Sullivan’s island, exalted
him in public estimation, and made America his debtor
in a great degree. Having there succeeded in re-
pulsing Sir Peter Parker, and general Clinton, he rapidly
proceeded and gave effectual assistance in Georgia. Con-
gress; paid high respect to his counsels, and consulted him
in particular about the situation ef affairs in New
Jersey, in which quarter he was desired to inspect the
posts. At this juncture his arriving with the main
ariny proved peculiarly oportune, when, contrary to Gene-
ral Washington’s wizhes, his council of officers were for
waiting an attack in their lines on York island. The
opinion of general Lee determined them to change their
plan, and retreat as they did from eminent danger,
if not destruction.  This appears the zenith of his
American career, from which period his success and
celebrity suffered a rapid decline. On the 15th Decem-
ber, 1776, as he was marching with whatever men he could
collect to join general Washington, who had assembied
the Pensylvania militia, to secure the banks of the De-
leware, he was led to think himself perfectly secure, and
was actually surprized by colonel Harcourt at the head
of a small detachment. Colonel Harcourt behaved
with such address that General Lee was carried off,
though several guarded posts and patroles lay in his
way. ,
He continved confined until the surrender of -Sara-
toga, when he was allowed his parcle at New York,
treated with a' respect suited to his rank, and shortly
atierward exchanged.  His first action after bemar libe-
teted decided his mnlltary fortupes - Anterior to” his
éapture he most certainly com mumcated spirit to’ the
soldiery, .and was an examp sle to t}.o colo.ual officers;
and 0 much was Le ecstcemed that .t is said a party
%23 Cengress and among the oflicers endeavoured to lift
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him to the first command. His absence as a prisoner
was dxqadvantageous to all his expectatlons. The colo-
nial forces were greatly improved by fighting during
that interval, and Gencral Washington had ample oc-
casion to exhibit his excellent talents and serv1ces, so
that general Lee had no longer any chance of success-
ful competltlon “with him. At the battle of Monmouth
in Jersey, General Lee resumed his rank and command
in the army as before. He was ordered to attack the
rear of the royal troops, but his men were beaten back
~with disgrace. Had such want .of success been owing

- as at the outset of hostilities to panic and confusion lie
might claim credit for not rallying the men, but now
it was urged that the Americans by discipline and steadi-
ness were become able to withstand regular and veteran
armies, and that the General had acted culpab]_y. In conse-
quence he was tried by a court-martial, first ¢ for disobe-
dience of orders, in not attacking the enemy on the 28th
June. Secondly for misbehaviour before the enemy on
the same day, in making an unnecessary and shameful
retrcat. And thirdly for disrespect to the”commander in-
chief, in two letters dated 28th June and first of July.”
It was a considerable time before his trial took place,
and in the interval of this suspense he was addressed in

_a letter by Colonel Laurens, one of General Washington's
aid-de-camps, requiring satisfaction for the manner in

which he insulted the Commander-in-chief. He accepted
the challenge, chose to fight with pistols as his weapons,
was slightly wounded in the side, and as he was always

,used to do, displayed great fortitude on the occasion.

. .The award of the court-martial sentenced him to sus-
pension for one year from his command, and the pro-

_ceedings of the mxhtary trial were conﬁrmed by Congress
after a debate which lasted several days. It will be easily

N concen ed that such a decision dissatisfied and lmblttered
the irritable temper of General Lee against Congress aad
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Americans in geperal. e was particularly cnraged at
the part one of the members, Mr. William II. Drayton
took against him, in opposing the consideraion in
Congress of the several charges seperately, instead of
debating them collectively, as was done to the General's
discomfityre. He wasso chagrmed that he never returned:
to the a.rmy, but retired, to his plantation in Berkeley
county Vlrrrlma, where he often gave vent to lijs re-
sentments in pongnant letters, and hrooded over his
misfortunes in a rusticated manner of life. His house
had nothing of elegance, and little of comfortable commo-
diousness. His chief mental resource was derived from
a little select collection of books, with which he com-
bated the weariness of solitude. At length his wonted
restlessness began to operate, and he resolved to be-
come a resident of some maritime town. In this idea he
disposed of his farm at Berkeley; and v;sx_ted Baltimore,
where stopping a week he removed to Philadelphiaand
lodged an atinn. In three or four dayshe was taken with
shivering, the precursor of a fever, which puta period
to his restless and chequered hfe, October the second,
1782.

At his arrival in Baltimore and Philadelphia, he was
not visited or hospitably entertained by the gentry, but
after his decease some respect appeared to be paid to his
memory, and his funeral was attended by the mos{ dis-
tinguished personages. His dying was not dissimilar to
the tenor of his life. He was not perceived to meet death
with any apprehension of the king of terrors, and it 1s
probable, that if he was not deprived of understandmg,
he certainly was ignorant of his immediate summons to
another world. In the agony of dissolution his last words
are said to be ¢ Stand by me, my brave grenadiers!”.

It is'not amazing that a man of General Lee’s tem-
per should displease, and be displeased and d1sappomted
in America, although, xt must. be allowed that he was



LAMB NEMOTE. 231

among the prmm ‘promoters of Amencan maepen&enee
flis pride, caprice, and 1mpe%uosny were #Hlfitted o
enable Him to supplant the American Fabius, a man pecu-
Yiarly, itimay be ‘said, matle to become lord of the ascentl-
ant pending 'héstilitres in the Stdtes. That e had warm
hopes of dlplacmg General Washington is probible, and
in this view it is hﬁe}y he 'beixaveﬂ as he did at the batde
of Momnouth, which -drew back a grest denl ‘from his
mtlltary ‘fame. It is not llkely that he felt any lack of
*pirit or‘courage on that occasion, ‘but the "kigh prebabi-
Yity is that he favoured ‘the retreat and ﬂlsorder dof the
‘troops he had under him, and His so doing cammot beai-
‘¥ributed ‘to uny cause save ‘the endeavour #o ‘cover ki
rival with'Blame. The effect of his'behaviour in the alfair
exposed and distressel him in an extmor&narydegwe
Bo ‘much so ‘that it appe'ars almost certain he: ‘serely Te-
‘Pented of his rash economy in espousmg the interests-of
Atrerica. Fn’a’letter to'his sister in England, he coin-
“pluinis ‘that’the ‘Colonists, for whom “he sacrificetl ev\er_y
thiirig, proved 'basely ungrate’ﬁrl to him." e -writes, ‘that
‘wer‘e it not for a “'fortunate ‘puréhase ‘he made, ‘more
by tuék than ‘cumning, he ‘might ‘have %egged in the
‘streets, Hut without ‘much ‘chrance of* being Meweﬂ'” ‘
" On-the ‘Whole, Glenbrdl Lee's great feature -was Bois-
“terous ‘ambition, anibitioh of pre eminence #n his prefoa-
“sion, Wwhith His ‘impetuous iimpaticnce ‘was ever azpi-bmpt
_means {o prevent him from gttaining - his n'ahVe ebunﬁly
“or in “foreign ‘States. 'Ff “he could cotitrodl 'his -unruly
“tempér, e had “Eminent -qualifications, ‘Muéh it Vs pre-
bﬁ wmﬂ‘d"‘iﬁvc ‘elevated ‘him ‘in' the-army. Probubly
"hi\:.“stlmmus Bidds ‘contributed to “shape His fertunts in'a
perverse course. The part he took “for ‘the ‘Oolomies
“may b Hiought eﬂo\{é‘h to evince his- werm attachment to
eidil freédom, ‘but “this-estimate of Him Yooks Mo n-mis-
BKEif We ariflise his ‘generdl contiuét, Me“hait politieal
‘pabaration* b foresee thiat “Amerita “wotkl become ‘a
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theatre of strife and war, and he regarded it as a coun-
try in which he might be called forth as a pre-eminent
actor. The circumstance of the Colonies fed this fond
hope of pre-eminence, for he could not anticipate that
any individual born and brought up in America, would
be thought of as preferable to. himself to command the
Colonial forces. General Lee may bave been somewhat
tinged with the loose ethicks which obtained in I'rance
and Germany in his day, and yet it does not appear
that he was complctely a Revolutionist or Deist, accord-
ing to the French school of Voltaire and his discipléé.
e was a non-deseript character, too capricious to belo n;.r
to any party, and too haughty to regulate his life by
system or rute of any sort. If he was not. deisticyl
we are well assured he was not entirely, if at a]l
a christian.  This idea is fortified from conudermg
his fluctuating principles, and partlcular]y his last will
and testament. He expressly desired that. he should npt
4 be buried in any church or church-\ard or within a
mile of any preshyterian, or anabaptxst mcetmo"-house
Urging as a reason that since he resided in Amerlca
“he kept so much bad company when living that he
did not chose to continue it when dead!” « He recom-
mended his soul to the creator of all worlds and of all
creatures, who must (he argned) from his visible attrxbutes
be indifferent to their modes of worship or creeds, whe-
ther Christians, Mahomedans, or Jews.” :

Such was the life and decease of Charles Lee Wbo
¢lassed among the most sm«rular and eccentrick men of hia
age, and whose strong singularities greatly aided the
crection of Colonial Amenca, into a new mdependent
.nation in the world. -

While we stopped at Prospect-hill, we often took oppor-
tunities to view Bunker’s-hill, contiguous to it, on which
a desperate action was fought two years before our ar-

rival at the plase. On the summit of Bunker l-hh,
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“stands a monumental stone erected to the memory of
doctor Warren, who held the rank of general in the
American army. It stood near the spot on which he
fell. There were vestiges of fighting which could not
fail to excite the sympathles of Brltlsh soldle) circum-
stanced as we wore

In the vault of a church at Boston, are now preserved
the mouldering bodies of British officers, who lost their
gallant lives in the before mentioned engagement. They
must have been intered without coffing, as the skeletons
were seen by a gentleman some  years ago lying unco-
vered and bare. On one skelefon huno rags of torn
regimentals, and breeches of leather in a good state of
preservation. It looked as if recently cleaned with pipe
clay, which most probably was done to prepare for the
occaston which proved fatal to the wearer of it. 'The flesh
was entirely wasted from the bones, which presented a
painful spectacle of mortality. The soldier of reflection
might exclaim in affectionate truth ‘“brave but unfortu-
nate men! no kind relative was at hand to perform the
last fond offices for. you, or shed a parting tear at your
untimely fate! The world of Atlantic waters rolled ho-
tween yourselves and the objects of your fuendsinp and
love at the hour of dissolution!” -
In a tomb were deposited the remains of the valiant
Major Pitcairn of the marines, than whom no eflicer de-
parted more lamented by his friends. Ile was even re-
aretted by many of those whom the war alone had made
his enemies, as before the revolution he had been com-
mandant at Boston, and deservedly endeared to the inhabi-
tants. Some ycars after his inferment Doctor Pitcairn
of London, the. Majon s brother, was permitted to remove
his bones across the ocean to lie thh the ashes of his

fathers ln his name Tand.
Gy
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In the Summer of 1778, we were marched by order of
Congress from Prospect-hill to Rutland county, which is
distant about 50 Miles from Boston.

Seeing that Congress had no intention of allowing the
British troops to return to England, according to the
articles of convention, and considering myself under no
tie of honour, as I gave no parole (though at that time
I was employed as temporary surgcen to the 9th regi-
ment) 1 resolved to proceed privately to New York.
This resolution was eonfirmed by my meeting at some
distance from Prospect-hill, a native of America, for
whom I did a kind office, after the battle of Fort-Anne,
and from whom I then reccived an invitation to take
refreshment in an adjacent tavern together with a promise
of a pasport, which might prevent my being apprehended
by the way. Unfortunately there were at that time in
the tavern, a few British soldiers who did some damage
in the house, and got off without paying for it. The land-
lord raised the hue and cry against me, although F was
in another apartment when the damage was done. Ile
demanded a recompense of 40 dollars to repair his losses,
though a small matter, was suflicient to compensate his
loss, which consisted but in the breaking of a few
drinking glasses,

Having had mo part whatever in the affair I naturally
refused to comply, and was in consequence taken beforc
a magistrate. However they tock the law first into their
own hands, as it was agreed that I should run the gaunt-
Iet to the magistrate’s house, which was about 100 yards
from the tavern. Providentially for me the tavern was
on a rising ground, and the way I had to run was
down a hill which accelerated my motion, so that I re-
eeived but few blows, although there were a number of
persons aiming to strike me as I passed. When I arrived
before the iagistrate, he in the most unfeeling inanner;
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without hearing my defence, declared if I did not forth-
with pay down 40 dollars, he would order me to the
prison-ship in Boston, where I should be fed on bread
and water. I persisted in declaring I had no part in
the outrage, and challenged any person to come forward "
and prove it against me. My plea was rejected, and to
the prison ship I was told I must go, unless I paid the
mulct immediately. This I still objected to do. After
some consultation among themselves, it was determined
that I should run the gauntlet again, which punishment
I underwent of course, a number of men taking sticke
in their hands, to dezi blows at me.

It was an unpleacant atonement on my part for the
transgression of othci=, but T saw I could not avoid it.
I was brought to the door and held till my enemies
were each man prepared for striking me. The word was
given that all was ready, and 1 was let go from the
grasp of the men that held me. T therefore daited
along the line with rapiditv, and being young and active,
I do think, I did not receive in all suore than a dozen
strokes by reason of their confusion and eagerness to
deal blows upon my unprotected kead, which by agility
and good heels I succeeded in saving. They did not
pursue me, and by my rapid marching [ was enabled to
join my companions. However I felt my body and
head sore for many days afterwards.

. We arived in the progrees of our march at a town-
ship called Rutland, and were confined in a large pen,
which has been described in the author’s American Jour-
nal. We erected small sheds to shelter us, and conti-
nucd to occupy them from .June uniil the ensuing No-
vember. Distant about ten miles from Rutland in the
township of Worcester, a town has heen built since the
expiration of the war, called Barre, in honour of Cole-
nel Barre, a member of the British Parliament. whe

2 G
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warmly advocated the cause of Colonial America, in¥
the house of Commens. Centiguous to the town of
Barre, Pomfret is Situate, which obtained much notice
for having a cave in its vicinity, wherein General

# Putram slew a Wolf that became a terror to the
country.

On the occasion of combating the formidable Wolf,
General Putnam displayed a degree of fortitude, which
amounted in fact to what is frequently called fool-hardi-
ness; but rashness was not unusual with him, as it be-
came his crdinary economy, when the exertion of his
courage was required. He went into the cave to the
cucounter, creeping through a dark aperture, scarcely
Jarge encugsh to admit his hody, as he had to press him-
self thiroegh ity and afterward to meet the wild beast, his
enemy upon a subterraneous theatre of hostility, which
wes unexplored by him, but where the Wolf was at home
in the darkness of his den.  Notwithstanding the
fear®d odds against him, his extraordinary intrepidity
acguired a novel conquest, very much to the satisfaction
of the neighbouring people.*

(;cneml Putnam had horne an officer’s commission in
the British service before the revolutionary war for seve-
ral years, and served in (Canada, under General Wolfe.
At the revoluiton Le cspoused the Colonial cause, and
wes premeted to the rank of Hajor General, as he wae
previcusly well kpown to possess undaunted courage and
uncommon cnterprize,  He exhibited such great speci-
mens of martial hardihood on a perilcus command which
had been cenfided to him by the DBritish Commander, in
the war alluded to, that he acquired very justly more cele-
brity than a laurel-leaf as a Soldier, and his adventures
on that and another occasion, were so singular that they
sannot fzil to contribute to the reader’s gratification, in
perasing thea.

“s¢e Jouwrial of the Ameriean war, page 52,
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When the Frencharmy was encamped near Ticonderoga,
Mr. Putnam then a Captain, (accompanied by a Licu-
tenant Durkie) was selected to reconnoitré the enemy.
At the very onset of this solitary enterprize, which was
more than a forlorn hope to those who undertook it,
Captain Putnam narrowly escaped from being made
prisoner, and in the hurry of his retreating, mistak'ing‘ ,
Lieutenant Durkie for a French soldicr, he was on the
point of killing him.

On approaching the enemy they crept on their hands
and knees in order to discover his position, but to their
utter astonishment they found themselves in the thickest
of their foes. Being discovered they were fired on, and
Lieutenant Duarkie was slightly wounnded in the thigh.
They fled, and Putnam, who took the lcad soon found
himselfplunged intoa deep pit, where Durkie, immediately
tumbled in after him. Conceiving him=elf to be pursued
by the enemy, he had aiready uphf’tad his weapon to .
deal a dreadful blow, when Durkie spoke, and he recog-
nized his voice. They now scrambled out, and elfected
their escape through a shower of random shot. They
passed the remainder of the night in the woods, out
of the reach of the enemy. Putnam had provided a
little rum, which he carried in a canteen slung over

his shoulders, and on lying down, wishing to refresh
with it, he found the vessel empty, it being repeatedly
pierced with musket-balls. ~ Being soon after appointed
Major, he accompanied Major Rogers on a party of
ohzcrvation for the purpose of watching the motion of
the enemy, who lay near Ticonderoga. 'Their detach-
ment was divided, and the commanding officers took
different positions, but being discovered by the foe, they
again began their march in files through the woods,
thc right led on by >ajor Rogers; the left by Major
Putnam, and the centre by Captam I’El.  The first
day they reached Clear-River, on the banks of which
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was Fort-Anne. Next morning previous to quiiting the,
ground Major Rogers imprudently made a bet with one
of the officers, to be decided by firing at a mark. Major
Putnam remonstrated in a very pointed manner against
thlSJmprudent conduct, in the very neighbourhood of the
enemy, but as Major Rogers commanded, he could not
prevent their proceedings. After this they continued their
march in columns, Putnam in the front, D’Ell in the
centre, and Rogers in the rear, circumstances and the-. -
nature of the ground rendering this disposition adviseable.

The French having received information of the expedi-
tion, sent Colonel Molong, an active and enterpris-
ing officer, with 500 chosen men to intercept it. Ie
was so near that he heard the firing at the mark; and
immediately placed himself in ambush. Putnam at the
head of his column, had just cleared his way through some
thick brushwood into the open part of the forest, when
the enemy sprung upon him with horrid yells and war-
whoops from the Indians, whoformed a part of Molong’s
detatchment. Putnam in onre instant recovered from his
surprize, calmly drew up his men, and returned the fire;
sending off at the same time for the other divisions to
come up with speed. D’EIll came up, and the action
became general and desperate. 'T'he contending parties
adopted the Indian mode of warfare, which 1sn'regu]a1 and
ferocious; for their situation precluded the possibility of ob-
serving tactics. During this dreadful contest Major Rogers
did not join, alledging that he formed his men in a circular
file between the other columns and Wood Creek, to prevent
their being taken in the rear, or infiladed.

Major Putnam was not disheartened. He found he
could not cross the creek, and therefore determined te
keep his ground; and his officers inspired by his bravery
and his personal exertions, encouraged their soldiers,
who defended themselves against superior numbers with
the most determined resolution.  Sometimes they fought’
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in small bodies; then man to man, and often each soldier
had to combat three or four. Major Putnam had been
from the first in the heat of the battle; and used his
fuzee so often, that it missed fire while presented to the
breast of an athletic savage chief, who, taking instant
advantage of the failure of fire, leaped upon him, and
with a war-whoop and uplifted tomahawk compelled the
gallant Major to surrender. He was forthwith disarmed
and bound to a tree. ’

The command now devolved on D’Ell, who was
bravely seconded by a Captain llarman, but they were
soon compelled to give way, which the savages consider-
ing as a total defeat, rushed on with impetuosity and
dreadful cries. The British troops, rallied at the orders
of their officers, and gave their pursuers such a reception
as caused them in their turn to retreat beyond the ground
on which the battle began, where they made a stand.
This movement placed the tree to which Putnam was tied,
between the fires of the contending parties; the balls
from cither side struck the tree, and passed through
his clothes. In this state of jeopardy, unable to move
his body, or stir his limhs, he remainred more than an
hour, so equal and desperate was the fight. When the
battle inclined in favour of the enemy, a young savage
chose a very odd way of indulging his humour. e
discovered Putnam bound and might consequently have
killed him, but to shew his dexterity at throwing the
tomahawlk, he struck the tree several times within the
smallest distance possible of Major Putnam’s head. When
the savage finished his fierce amusement, a French serjeant
more ferocious came up, and levelled his musket within
a foot of the Major’s breast, but happily missed fire. In
vain did he claim the treatment due to a prisoner of
war. The cowardly Frenchman refused the argument of
humanity and honour, repeatedly pushed the muzzle of
his firelock against the ribs of his tied up enemy, and at
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length inflicted a severe wound on thc Major's face.
The intripidity of D’Ell and Harman,* seconded by the
valour of their followers, at length prevailed. They drove
the enemy from the scenc of action, leaving behind the
number of 90 killed. As the conquered fled, the Indian,
who made Major Putnam Prisoner, came up, untied and
took him off. Having been conducted to some distance,
he was stripped of his regimentals, stockings and shoes,
burdened with a heavy load, and strongly pinioned, his
wrists being drawn tight together with a cord.  After
being taken many miles over the roughest ways, the party,
greatly fatigued, halted to rest. 'The miserable prisoncr
was now ina dreadful state of torture. His hands from the
tightness of the ligaturc were immoderately swelled ; and
his pain became intolerable. His feet were torn, bruised,
and streaming with blood. The burden he bore was too
much for his strength; and, frantic with torments ex-
quisite beyond endurance, he entreated them to kill him,
and take his scalp, or to untic his hands. A French
officer instantly interposed, ordering his hands to be un-
bound, and some of the load to be taken from his back. The
Indian, who claimed the prisoner, had been absent with
the wounded, but now coming up, gave him a pair of
Meacasons, (i.e. Indian Boots) and shewed great resent-
ment against his tormenters.

The duty of this chief was to attend on the wounded,
and march with the prisoners, among whom was Major
Putnam, who now was agonized with pain from the
wound in his face, whilst the savages determined to roast
him alive ; and, in pursuance of this horrid doom, they

BLPLLOPP S SE SIS S S

® This brave officer was living in Marlborough in the state
of Massach_usetts when the Author was a prisoner at
Prospect.hill,
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actually led him into a dark part of the forest, stripped
and bound him to a tree, piling dry brush-wood and
other fuel about him. They began the ceremony of death
with dances and yells, and put the pile on fire, but a
sudden shower of rain damped the rising ftame. 'They
laboured to rekindle the pile, and at length it began to
blage. The victim soon felt the heat, and being able .
to move his body, instinctively shifted sides as the fire
advanced. This sight, at which all but savages would
shudder, afforded the highest diversion to the Indian
warriors. N

Major Putnam, thought his final hour arrived, sum-
moned all his resolution, and composed his mind, is
far as his shocking circumstances would admit, and bade
a silent adieu to all he held dear. The bitterness of
death was alinost over, when a French officer rushed
through the crowd, opened a passage by scattering the
burning brands, and unbound the victin. It was the
honourable Molong, to whom one of the savages rclated
the dreadful proceedings. The Commander severely
repremanded the barbarians; and fearing to trust the
Major with them again, kept him in safety till he deliver-
ed him into the hands of the chief, who made hiin
prisoner. i

This Indian approached his prisoner with kindness, and
seemed to treat him with affection. e offered him hard
biscuits, but finding he could not chew them, on account
of the wound in his cheek, he soaked some in water and
bade him suck them, Determined, however not to lose
his captive, he took the Macasons from his fect, and tied
them to his wrists. Then directing him to lie on the
ground, he stretched one arm to its full leugth, and bound:
it fast to a free; the other arm was also extended and tied,
and his legs were kept apart and fastened in like manner.
He was surrounded by the savages, to prevent the posi-
bility of an escape: and in this aflicting state he remained

Hh
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until morning.  In relating his sufferings, the Major said
that during this night, apparently tle longest of lis life,
be felt a sensation of chearfulness, as now he entertained
the hope of regaining his liberty and family. He even
indulged his fancy i reflecting on the wretched group
around him, in which he himself sustained the most pitiful
part, and thought it a scene for a paiuter to make a draw-
mg of.

'Fhe next day he was allowed a blanket and a pair of
macasons, and was suffered to proceed with the party
without carrying a load, or receiving insult. To allay his
extreme hunger, a iittle bear’s flesh was given him; he
moistened and sucked it through his teeth. When the
party arrived at Ticouderoga, Major Putnam was placed
under a French guard; and after having been examined
by the commanding oflicer, v/z. Marquis de Montcalm*
was ordered to be conducted to Monircal, and there libe-
rated te return to the English army.

During the time of our remaining prisoners at Rutland,
a melancholy incident happened, which F consider worthy
to be recorded. A serjeant Buchanan received cash from
his officer, to provide shoes for the company, but unforta-
nately squandered it. Apprehensive of punishment, he
went ‘away privately, to a place about forty miles from
Boston, and worked at his trade to provide as much as he
lavished, in order to make good his account. Having
caved xo much, he was returning te his regiment, and by
accident, met with a seldier, who informed him that a
serjeant was appeinted in his place, it heing eoncluded
that he deserted.  Being =v advised, he resolved to escape
to Montreal, (where he left behind him his wife and child)

- the hope of obtaining pardon by means of General Sir
~ Giuy Carleton, then Governor of Canada. On his route
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¥ Sve Author’s Journal of the American War, page 72,
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to Canadn, -he~passed through Brookficdd, amd there, un-
happily for the parties, was neticed by a Mrs. Spooner,
daughtex of Geperal Rnggles, who held a command in
the former provifkial war. 'This lady was remarkable for
attachment to the Royal cause, although Mr. Spdoner was
decidedly devoted to the opposi'»te interests. Their differ-
ence of thinking produced. domegtic disagreement, and
Mrs. Spoorer wickedly meditated the murder of her hus-.
band.. -She-actually ,brihed an . American young man te,
poison him, as he made a journey from home, but fearing
that he might escape the ruin so plotted, she disclosed her
horrible design to Buchanan, promising him considerable -
property, and that she herself. would pccompany him from
her altbde, on.the accomplishment of the murderous con-,
spivacy. Iier husband returned safe, and on entering his
housg discoverad Buchauan sitting in the parlour, at whmh
he dkpressed- much. displeasyre. Although Mrs. Specner
was obliged to send Buchapau to seek another lodging,
she seuetl,y commumcated with bim, and .dtlmu.:u
Buchanan af,'terward alled«red, that he shrank from perpe
trating the murder, he actually. conscuted in the terrible
plot,. for the.purpose of obtaiuinw a shave of the pmpe\"ty
which he expocted would be the xewaxd of its.execution.
At this uphappy juncture of mhuman coutrivance, a soidier
named Brgok%,(whom. the Aut‘.mr_rgxe_utmne.l in his Ame-
rican Journal; to have jumped .over beard, on the voyage -
te America, through fear of being punifhed for stealing an.
article of weaging apparel). happoncd to travel throuw,l
the town, and from his gdaring character, was taken hy
Buchanan . inl.o a_par tnership of the intended dreadful
' wansaction. | Ml. Spooner, having gone some distance
from home in. the day, it'was determined to.dispatch him
on his retarn af. mght Bmokp was selected as the execu-
tloner, ‘who, waited. in a convenignt. corner ncar the door,
- and actyally fractured the skull of the ill-fated antle.na'),
Bh2
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with a log of wood, as he made his entrance. 'The party
thea plundered the house of cash, and Buchanan, Brooks
and the American, departed to divide and spend their
booty in safety. 'I'he body however was discovered thrown
down in a deep draw-well, and Mrs. Spooner, on examina-
tion, conitssed the abominable deed which originated in
her own wickedness. The party who fled were followed,
sccured, and, together with Mrs. Spooner, soon after
brought to trial, and deservedly sentenced to suffer death,
Buchanan was deeply impressed with the justice of the
capital atonement they were doomed to make, and by his
means chicfly, his guilty partners became truly penitent.
Buch man addressed letters to his officers, full of religious
contrition, and the Author of this Memoir by desire of his
officers visited them, and was present at the hour of their
being executed. The awfulness of it was great indeed,
and the truly contrite feelings of the culprits were calcu-
lated to turn vicious spectators to virtuous and pious ways.
Mrs. Spooner, however, indulged hopes to the last of
escaping condign punishment, pleaded pregnancy as an
argument for bemfr respited, and seemed 1mpemtent a
good deal. One thing respecting Brooks, was somewhat
astonishing. Before the perpetration of the horrid plot
for which he suffered, he was notoriously prophane, and
almost illiterate. But during his confinement, and the
interval of preparation for death allowed after trial, he
attended so much to a devout perusal of the Holy Scrip-
tures, that he could read the Sacred Volume with facility,
#xplain it to his unhappy companions in an edifying man-
ner, and even select the chapters most appropriate to their
sad condition. The time of execution appeared marked
with horror suited to the awful scene. The malefactors
had to pass two miles to the gallows, and, although the
former part of the day was serene and fine, of a sudden, as
they approached the place, the sky was covered with
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clouds, and a storm of thunder followed with copious
rain, attached additional terrors to thelr ignominious
catastrophe.

The case of these unhappy individuals, no doubt, looks
extraordinary, in deep-laid blood-guiltiness. The shook-
ing depravity of Mrs. Spooner, was truly surprising, and
it must be estimzted that her hostility to her husband was
fostered in hatred greater than could be owing to mere
political difference of opinion. Her odium of him must be
truly desperate, and a reflection arises of the mischief
frequently produced by jealousies, and jarring strifes be-
tween the parties in the wedded state. The blessing of
connubial unanimity is great indeed, but the misfortune of
discord in the married condition, cannot be described. As
in the case of the Spooners, it generates vengeful distrac-
tions, and death itself in all his terrors! This discord by
degrees begets deadly feuds, and our great Poet has de-
picted it as one of the immediate prominent effects of the
fall of our first Parents from angel-like innocence, when
the arch-enemy having qucceeded in pervertmfr Eve's
mind

Back to the thicket slunk
The guilty serpent, and well might, for Fre
Intent now, wholly on her taste, nought else
Regarded !

The rupture of brotherly-affection, which ought to make
mankind in general kindly-affectioned each to the other,
pursuant to the obligatious of the bond of pcace, was the
next mark of human degeneracy noted by the sublime
bard before-mentioned, in the beautiful colouring of his
pencil, whereby he sketches for Adam a melancholy pros-.
pect of the miserable and murderous animosities of his
posterity, as the immediate consequences owing to his own

ill-fated disobedience.
!
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So violence
Procceded, and opposil:ion, and sword-law
Through all the plain, and refuge none was found.
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide
Lamenting turn’d full sad; O what are these,
Death’s Ministers, not men, who thus deal death
Inhumanly to men, and multiply

Ten thousand-fold the sin of him who slew

His brother: for of whom such massacre

Male they but of their brethren, men of men ?
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CHAP. XL
Author after escaping from Confinement, joins the British
Army at New York. Account of New York. Hellgate.
General Calvert.  Sir Henry Clinton.  Charlestown.
South Carolina. Treatment of Negro Slaves in the

States. General Gates. British Ariny arvices at York-
town. Capitulation of Lord Cornwallis.

HAVING in my American Journal, given a detailed
account of my escape from Rutland into New York, and
my entering to serve in the Regiment of Royal Welch
Fusileers, I shall decline at present, to relate the particu-
lars of it. It was, no doubt, truly pleasing to regain my
liberty, and join my friends and fellow-soldiers in New
York, after the hardships and sufferings we endured since
our becoming prisoners al Saratoga.

New York city, at that time, although much inferior to

. its present advanced condition, was very respectable in
peint of commercial improvements. It is said at present
to extend more than two miles on East River, but is
~short of that length on the banks of the Hudson, at the
confluence of whlch rivers this capital town is built, on
the South East part of York Island. New York probably
then was by the half below its present magnitude and im-
portance. The plan of the streets is not done altogether
on the regular scale of the New N. American cities, ziz.
forming in the aggregate a square, and crossing each the
other at right angles. There is a want of this regularity
in the old streets, but those are made since the peace in
1782, on th: then unoccupied grounds, are nearly pa-
rallel, and intersect though not at right angles, from river
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to river. The pleasantest part of the town is Broadway,
occupying the height betiveen the aforesaid rivers, and
having, where the fort formerly stood, an elegant brick
cdifice for the residence of the Governor of the State.
New York suffered much in demolition during hos-
tilities, but since the war, the ruined parts have been re-
built upen a better scale. 'The houses are mostly of brick _
with tiled roofs. Originally the architecture was done in
the Dutch fasbion, but for many years back the English
stile of building has been adopted with good effect. The
grandest edifice of New York is Federal Hall, if for
nothing else, rendered famous for having a beautiful gal-
lery 12 feet deep, guarded hy an iron railing, in which
General Washington, at the head of the Senate and Re-
presentative Body, took his oath of Office as President, at
the commencement of the Federal Constitution, April
30th, 1789. The public buildings, are in general good,
among which the College deserves particular notice. It
was founded before the Revolution, with liberty to confer
the usual degrees granted in the British Universities. s
Charter provides, that the President shall always be a
Protestant, but the professors take no test in the matter
of religious persuasion, and the advantages of the institu-
tion are opened to students of all religious descriptions.
It was called at first King’s College, but since N. America
became independent Columbia College, and it consists of
two faculties, one of Arts and the other of Physic. New
York being surrounded by water, is pleasant and healthy,
compared to other American towns, being refreshed with
cooling sea breezes in Summer, and furnished with a com-
paratively better and more temperate air in winter. Ifs
situaiion 1s faveurable to trade in times of peacé, but in
war, it stands in need of a protecting marine force. One
of the greatest inconveniences of the inhabitants is a want
of good water, there being but few wells. The city is
supplied for the most part flom a curious spring almost a
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nnle dlstant‘, which is dnstrlbuted to the people out of a
large pump or reservoir formed for the purpose.of recoiy-
ing it at the head of Queen-street. 'The average quantity
of water drawn daily is 110 hogsheads of 130 gallons
each, and in some hot days of Summer 216 hogsheads have
been drawn from it. It is smﬂ'ular that there never is
more than three feet depth of water in the well, which is
about 20 feet deep from the top and four in diameter.

" I'arrived at this city 25th Nov. 1778, during which year
we went on several important expeditions, and had our
camp in different parts of York Island, and once near
Harlem, contiguous to which is the remarkable Strawht.
of Hellgate, alwaya attended with whirlpools and a roar-
ing of the waters. The tremendous eddy is owing to the
narrowness and crookedness of the passage, where the
waves are tossed on a bed of rock extending across it, and
not to the conflict of meeting tides as was herctofore
thought, because the tides are mow known to meet at
Frog’s Point some miles above. Skilful pilots have (not-
withstanding the peril of the passage) conducted vessels
of great burden at high water with the tide; and at low
water, with a favouring wind through it. A tradition is
reported to obtain among the Indian tribes, that in days of
yore, their ancestors could step from rock to rock over the
adjacent arm of the sea to Hellgate. The horrible ap-
pearance of tke Straight, no doubt, suggested the appella-
tion given to it. Within it the whirl of the current causes
a vastboiling motion, which is called the Pot. On one side
are sunken rocks designated The Hog’s Back, and on the
other a point of similar danger, denominated the Frying
Pan. ‘ : :

The following Anecdote is related of a black Man, the
pilot of the Experiment of 50 guns, who took her through
the passage, to the great astonishment of Lord Howe. At
the moment of the greatest danger, Sir James Wallace, the

Ii



Captam gave some orders on the quarter-deck which in
mungo’s opinion, inferfered with the duties of his own
office. Advancmg therefore to Nir James, and gently
tapping him on the shoulder, Macsa? said he, you ne
speak here! The Captam felt the full foxce of the
brave fellow’s remonstrance ; and to the extreme sur-
prise of all those acquainted with the d.lﬂ_icqlty of navi-
gating a ship through Iell-gate, the Negro carried the
Experiment safe to New York. The additiom of this
ship was a most seasonable reinforcement to the little
fleet under Lord Howe. And so hwhly did his Lord-
ship apprecnate the skill and adventurous. spirit of the
Negro pilot, that he settled on him an annuity of £5
for life. Had the Experiment taken any other but this-
unusual rout, she would infallibly have fallen into the
hands of the enemy, as she aftelwards did in the course
of the war.

A British frigate, less fortunate than the Experiment,
which attempted this passage during the war, was totall}
lost. '

Two French frigates blocked up. in New Xonk, by the
Leander and another Enfrllsh ship of war, gave their
antagomsts the slip, by pushmg through this dangevous
channel. By which perilous. dexterity in sailing, they
avoided an encounter with British tars.

It was about this period of the war that Harry' Calvert,
Esq. now Lieutenant General and Adjutant General of
the British forces, Jomed our Reglment 1 remember
that I was the serJeant appomted to the first guard'
which Le mounted after Jommg us. At that early age
he exhibited specimens of the ability and professwnp.l
knowledge which raised him to the high rank he holds’
in the service, with the favour of his m.yesty, and the
attachment of Fleld Marshal, his Hlahness the Duke of,
York.
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The Author has derived péculiar advantige from liis
kind tondesceisiofi; iti recognising him after a lapse of
yeats since he fought by hlS side; hiid had the gratifi-
cition bfbemg particularly noticed by him for sol(herly
conduct in action. General Calvert was from tlie out-
set of his military life, cndeared to the men under his
cominand, and it ought to be imentioned to his honour
that he always appbiared pleased om any occasion of
benefiting an old soldier for his past services.

In the latter part ‘of 1779 we sailed to South Carolina
ander the command of Sir Henry Clinton, took the City
of Chatlestown, aid leaviig the command to Lord
Cornwallis, Sir H. returhed to New York. )

Sir Henty Clinton, had the best opportunities, which
ke duly improved of acquiring military science and ex-
perience. He served as Aid-De-Camp to Prince Ferdinand
of Brunswick, in several Campaigns, and that gtreat
General held him in muach esteem, a3 a very promising
officer. In the year 1762, we find him appointed
Colonel, and in 1772 raised to the rank of Major Gene-
ral. Haviig such éarly advantages in his profession,
and being a near relative of his Grdce the Duke of
Newecastle, it is not surprising that lie was chosen to so
high a cormmand in the American conflict, in which he
ev1denced the ardour of eo}dleﬂy spirit and excellent
generalship on different occasions. To General Clinton
was particularly owing the confusion into which Gene-
tal Lee was thrown, at the battle of Monmouth, a con-
fusion disgraceful to that able officer in America. And®
his retreat from Philadelphia has been applauded as a
masterpiece of military skill, and manceuvre. To such
rare qualifications as a Commander, his humane disposi-
tion and conciliating manners gave the best effect, and .
rendered him universally beloved by the army. 'T'wo
of his sons are at present =crving with distinguished

21
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credit to themselves and advantage to their native country.
One holds the respectable rank of Quartermaster General
of Ircland, and the other, who ranks as Adjutant Gene-
ral of Ireland, is on actual service in Spain and
Portugal.* y 1

CuarLeEsTowN is situated on the tongue of land
formed by the confluence of the rivers Ashley and Cooper,
which make a commodious harbour for ships, and meet
the occan below Sullivan’s-island. The agitation of the
swelling tides in these rivers is great, which, with plea-
sant sea breezes, renders the City peculiarly healthful com-
pared with the low country in the southern districts.
Charlestown is therefore much resorted to by people of
distinction from the states, and invalids from the West
India Islands. The inhabitants are characterised for hos-
pitality, urbanity and enlightened minds, and it ought to
be mentioned i their praise that, during hostilities, the
importation of books and all the new improvements of
the arts in the old world, were not only allowed but
encouraged as before.

On the day of our arrival at John's Island, near
Charlestown, 1 was sent on a command with the chief
Engineer to explore whether or not the river was navi-
gable for provision-boats. We proceeded in the interior to
a plantation, on which 1 addressed a working-slave, who
actually appeared so rude and debared from civilizing
intercotuse, that the unfortunate human creature could
not mahe himself intciigible to us in  English. He
‘seemed to converse with his fellow negroes in a bar-

PO LI L OSSP L 2Tt 8P

#
“V'#% A benevolent disposition appears 1o belong to the
Clinton family, as his father, who had been Governor of
New  York, was niot eoly admired but almost idolized by :
fhe people of that state.
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barous giberish which evidently was never improved by
learned men, to entitle it to the distinction of what ought
to be called a language. |

The condition of this inhumanly oppressed race of
men was then in’several, and still continues in some of
the Southern States of North America distressful in the
extreme. It is honourable to the British empire to
have abolished this disgraceful tyranny in her own
territorial dependencies, and to discourage it by all
means among the nations with whom she cultivates the
relations of amity and peace. In the meridians of
Africa, where these wretched individuals used to be taken
and bought like beasts of burden for the West India
markets, abominable crimes against humanity have
been for ages past committed with impunity in further-
ance of tlis trade in blood. The exertions of the Sierra
Leone company (at the head of which Mr. Wilberforce
stood like a messenger of mercy from a better éountry.
pleading the cause of human naturc!) have regularly
recorded a yearly cataloguc of the alluded to unmerci-
ful offences, and their report opened the eyes of
Europe, and awakened the honest syizpathies of the in-
habitanis of the British islands, to heal the-African’s
wounds, and own the man of colour as a fellow being
and a brother. o

It is astonishing that a country like North America,
which professes- to  cherish civil liberty and to assert
the freedom and honour of human nature, would not,
(if for nothing but a sense of shame) take the example
of the abolition aliuded to. Some of the Northern States
have indeed abolished the slave trade, but the Southern
States still keep the slavery of their Blacks as the right
of their mhqntancc Time no doubt, will open the
gates of mercy in all the carth for the sons of Af'uca,
but in the meantime  the pcople of North Amecrica’
thoud uot ku-p xlu d)Ol‘a of p iy shut on this portivn

e
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of theit fellow ¢reatires. It would seem that the
heat of the Climate around the Globe by sotibe m-ans
proves instrumental to the tyramnical indolence of the
great, and the inhamah ill-treatment of the humble in
life. So it is even in the few latitudes which demark
the States of America, by which it is desighated
North and South.

In South Carolifia, as well as the West Indiés. the
Master Planter regards his slaves as the Grazier and
Farmer here does his live stock. The male négroes are
valued in proportion to their bodily strength, and health,
and the females are estimated in price according to
their fecundity. The infant negro is the Planter’s pro-
perty, and when borii is worth a yeai's sefvice of it§
mother, who is worked three fourths of the. time of her
pregnaucy.

An infant slave averages in price at from 30 to 40
Dollars, and of course his value encreases as he giows
in strength and years. A ‘strong youthful negro is
reckoned worth from 3 to 400 Dollars, and a working
wench at a rate by one fourth less than the male. The
first week of the year is used as a fair for the sale
and purchase of negro slaves, some for life, others for
a limited term, pursuant to the compacts of the pro-
prietors and purchasers. 4

They are put up to auction or public sale like horses
or kine, and the Sheriff of the district usually acts as
the Auctioneer or 'Salesman in the Smithfield of human
merchandize !

The poor negro must work in the wet rice lands
and swamps during the day under a burning sun, which
his master can hardly endure in the shade, and which
would soon cause the mortality of white work-fen
so abused.

The punishments of negroes are done with ferocious
inflictions, which frequently prove fafal to the slave, t6
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whom death himself hecomes kind in frecipg hima from
his inhuman task-master, and giving him a release to,
where the prisoner is at liberty, and the afffisted find
repose. The murder of a slave is wot dgbapred by what
the law provides in other countries as a penalty. The
murdercy is mulcted in £50, and in the mest aggvavated,
cases he is fined in double the amount.

The following are advertisements of sargoes of slaves,
as published in the Charlestown Newspapers.

————

&5 The Sale of the Ship Margaret’s Carge of 250 prime.
Congo Slaves will commence on boaxrd the said.
Ship, at Geyer's South Wharf this day, the 9th
Ipstant, and will be continued every day (Sundays,
e,.xc_epted) until the whole are Sold. .

“gizgoN & BROADFQOT.' P
September, 2th, 1805.

CONGO SLAVES.

g2 TFhe Sale of the Ship Ariel's Cargo of 260
prime Congo Slaves, is continued on board said
vessel at Vanderhost’s Wharf.

‘WILLIAM BOYD.
August, Yk,

‘CONGO SLAVES.

g2~ The Sale of the Ship Esther’s Cargo, of 370 very
prime Congo Slaves, is continued on board said
Ship at Vanderhost's Wharf.

‘WILEIAM BOYD.'

These three cargoes make, t@ge&;e; 830, fellow creatures .
on sale like beaats in a fair, in tha small city of
Chazlestown ! !
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This slave market is open every day in the year,
except Sundays, as Messrs. Gibson and Broadfoot piously
observe, by public auction, private contract, or by way
of barter. A horse for a man, or a man for a horse,
is 2 common exchange, and thus these miserable ob-
jects are driven about from owner to owner, at the ca-
price of their fellow men: "Nay they even become the
stake of the gamester, who, with unconcern, attaches their
fate to the cast of a die, or the turn of a card.

The degrading barter of human beings, advertised
and set to sale in the markets of a country calling it-
sclf free and fricndly to human liberty, looks barbarous
perhaps to a Turk or Asiatic, who, one would estimate,
ought to be familiarized to all the gradations of sla-
vish abasement in the world. The matter of the ad-
vertisements brought to the Writer's remembrance, a
few pathetic stanzas of appropriate Poctry, under the

title of the NEGRO BOY.

An African Prince, after having arrived in England,
being asked what he had given for his Watch® Answered,
“what I will never give again; 1 gave a fine boy.
for it!” L

‘When avarice enslaves ‘the mvind,
And selfish views alone bear sway,
Man turns a savage to his kind,
And blood and rapine mark his way.
Alas! for this poor simple toy,
I sold a hapless Negro Boy.

His Father’s hope, his Mother’s pride, /.
Tho> black, yet comely to the view,
I tore him helpless from their side,
And gave him to a rufian crew,
To fiends that Afric’s coast annoy,
I sold the hapless Negro Boy.
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From Country, friends, and parents torn,
His tender limbs in chains confin’d,
I saw him o’er the billows borhe,
And mark’d his agony of miund :
But still to gain this simple toy
I gave the weeping. Negro Boy.

In isles that deck the western wave,

I doom’d the hapless youth to dwell :

A poor, forlorn, insulted slave !

A beast that Christians buy and sell!
And in their cruel tasks employ
The much enduring Negro Boy.

His wretched parents long shall mourn,

Shall long explore the distant main,

In hepe to see the youth rcturn;

But all their hopes and sighs are vain :
They never shall the sight enjoy
Of their lamented Negro Boy.

Beneath a tyrant’s harsh command,

He' wears away his youthfal prime,

Far distant from his native land,

A stranger in a foreign clime :
No pleasing thoughts his mind employ
A poor dejected Negro Boy.

 But e who walks upon the wind,
Whose voice in thunder’s heard on high,
Who doth the raging tempest bind,
And hurl the lightning thro’ the sky,
In his own time will sure destroy
Th’ oppressors of a Negro Boy.

In America, which, it may be said, exclusively arro-
gates to itself “the honour of popular freedom and nati-
onal independence, it is calculated there is one million
of slaves, besides some thousands of Europeam emigrants
who are in the habits of bartering personal liberty for

Kk
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a term of years in order to be taken across the-Atlantic
to the States. On this subject it is worthy of obser-
vation that it is pretended to represent this degraded
portion of the North. American population in Congress,
which amounts to a tyrannical mockery, making the
very name of freedom ridiculous;* for if & human be-
ing is deprived of personal liberty, assuredly he is denied
or debared from the great original rights of human nature
in all the earth. Slavery in Turkey, Egypt and the
East is much better circumstanced, as there slaves are
not so numerous, and are not worked so laboriously,
their chief employment consisting in attending upon
their owners.

Besides in Asia and' Aftica, the nature, nay more
the name of liberty, is a good deal unknown.

Strangnré to liberty “tis true,
But that delight they never kmew,

And, therefore, never miss’d!

Is it not extraordinary that the regeneration of political
life, which America made, and makes such a loud
boast of, should be worse than the old constitution of
frcedom, as it regards the commonwealth at large and
individuals in particular in the British isles! Even an-
terior to the abolition of the West India trade in slaves,
slavery was banished from, and could not stand a moment

Lol e T R RPNy

* In Virginia the whites are rated 40,160 lcss than the
same order of men in Massachusetts, and yet in conse.
quence of the abundaace of negro slaves, who are after alk
.avaraged in the gross amount of the people, Virginia
sends five Representatives to Congress, more than those
sent by Massachusetts which aholished slavery.
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on the shores or soil of great Britain, Ireland, or
the other islands which class along with them, as the
-azgregate ground of our Empire at home.

Slaves cannot breathe in Englard, i their lungs
Receive our air, that moment they .are free;
‘hey touch our country and their shackles fall, -
That’s noble, and bespeaks a unation proud,

And jealous of the blessing. Spread it then,
And let it circulate through «¢’ry vein

Of all your empire ; that where Britain’s pow’r
Is felt, mankied may feel her mercy too!

Without detailing this cruel traffic farther I shall
finish the concideration of it by an extract from the
work of an American Clergyman, who cannst be sus-
pected of fabricating or mistating facts to scandalize his
native country.¥

*Much has been wriiten of late to shew the injustice
and iniquity of enslaving the Africans, so much so as
to renderit unnecessary here to say any thing on that
part of the subject. We cannot however forbear intro-
ducing a few observations respecting the influence of
slavery upon policy, morals and mauners. From re-
peated and accurate calculations, it has been found,
that the expense of maintaining aslave, especially if we
include the purchase money, is much greater than that
of maintaining a Freeman, and the labour of the Iree-
mamy, influenced by the powerfal motive of gain, is at
least twice as profitable to the empleyer as that of the
slave. Besides slavery is the banme of industry. It
renders labour among the whites not only unfashionable,
but disreputable.  Industry is the offspring of necces-
sity; and indolence, which strikes at the root of all
social and political happiness, is the unhappy conse-
quence of slavery.

* Mr, Jedidiah Mosge.
2 K2
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These ohservations, without adding any thing upon
the injustice of the practice, shew that slavery is im-
politic. Its influence on manners and morals is equally
pernicious.

The negro wenches in many, perhaps I may say in
most instances, are nurses to their mistress’s children.
'The infant babe, as soon as it is born, is delivered to
its black nurse, and perhaps seldom or never takes a
drop of its mother’s milk. '

The children, by being brought up and constantly as-
sociating with the negroes, too often imbibe their low
tdeas, and vitiated manners and morals ; and contract a
negraish kind of accent and dialect, which they often
carry with them through life. A mischief common, in
a greater or less degree, in all the Southern States, at
which humanity and decency blushes, is the criminal lnter-
course between the whites and blacks.

“The enjoyment of a negro, or mulatto woman,” says
a traveller of observation *“is spoken of as quite a com-
mon thing.” No reluctance, delicacy, or shame appears
about the matter. It is far from being uncominon to
see a gentleman at dinner, and his reputed son a slave,
waiting at the table. %1 myself;” says the writer,
“saw two instances of this kind, and the company
would very fucctiously trace the features of the father
and mother in the child, and very acurately point out
the characicrstic resemblance. The fathers, neither of
them Llushed, or seemed disconcerted. They were call-
cd men of worth, politencss and humanity.  Strange
perversion of tenin: and langnage! The Africans are
eaid to be inferior in poiut of sense, understanding,
gentiment, and fecling, to white people; hence the one
infers a right to inslave the other. The African labours
night and day to collect a small pittance to purchase
the frcedom of Lis child : the white man begets his like-
nes¢, and with much indifference and dignity of soul,
sees bis offepring i bondage and misery, nor makes
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one effort to redeem his own blood. Choice foed for
satire ! Wide room for burlesque! Noble game for wit!
Sad cause for pity to bleed, and for huwmanity to weep,
unless the enkindled blood enflame resentment, and
vent itself in execrations!”

After the departure of General Clinton, and Lord Corn-
wallis’s taking the command of our army in South
Carolina, and our marching to Camden, where we stopped
some time, the whole of the adjacent country appeared
to be pacified, but in fact there was no rcal tranquillity,
as the vengeful spirit of disaffection and revoit frequently
broke out. Numbers of the people who took arins and
fought in furtherance of the Colonial cause, came in and
obtained written protections, on their taking. an obliga-
tion to preserve allegiance and goed order in firture.
On this subject it may not be yninteresting te observe
that three of the above mentioned deseription, who avail-
ed themselves of the amnesty published and granted by
Lord Corawallis, being found afterward fighting against
rome of the Royal troops in the neighbourbood of
Cwnden, were taken prisoners, convicted and sentenced
to suffer death for breaking the .conditions of clemency
which they themselves petitioned for, aid solemnly pro-
mised to observe.  Every preparation was made for
their execution, and they were actually in progress to
suffer on the gallows which had been erected to exed
cute them, when Lord Cornwallis benevolentiy iutesr-
posed and pardoned them. It is Impossible to describe
their exéess of joy on their unexpected escape from
death : they prayed for the prosperity ‘of the king and
Lord Cornwallis; and loudly declared; that so far from
continving enemies to the British, they would risk their
Bves and properties tolromote hits Ma_]estvs eml.nre in

the Btaies.
© It was at this time, viz. lﬁth, Avgust 1780, ﬂldl the

memorable battle of Camden was fouglt; whlch_ brought
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General Gates into a degree of disgrace with the Con.
gress, which whether or not he merited, sent him into
privacy from the military profession durimg the residue
of his life. His good fortune in the North, which en-
abled him to cover General Burgoyne with discomfiture,
obtained for himn a superior command in the South, a
scene, where in his turn, he was signally discomfited
by Lord Cornwallis. This defeat decided his military
earcer, as it does not appear he ever after solicited or
was called to a command during the war in America.
ile was it is true taking mecasures and making disposi-
tions for renewing hostilities, until he was noticed off-
cially to resign in General Green’s favour. It is worthy
of remark that Congress invariably betrayed suspicions of
their General Officers, in the case of their being English-
wen by birth, as Gengral Gates was. Were they not
influenced by jealous apprehensions, one must think,
they would not have displaced him for his want of
success in the action at Camden, as his previous suc-

cesses deserved for him the greatest confidence from the
States.*

General Gates seemed to be aware of the motives of
Congress, and no doubt (although he silently retired)
turned away to his private affairs in disgust with poli-
tical and party distractions. He had, indeed done his
utmost for his adopted country, although in the instance
of his being superseded, . it refused to confide in him as
it would in a less capable and honourable American.

General Gates was considered a scholar, a soldier
and a gentleman. He must have received a valuable
military education in his early youth, having acquired
the rudiments and first knowledge of the profession of
arms,.in .one of the then best schools of Europe, viz.
under Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. He went to
North America long before the revolution as a Captain
in 2 marching regiment, and entertained such a fond par-

* See Author’s Journal of the American War, Ypage 302,
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tiality for the Western hemisphere, that on returning to
England he sold his commission, and proceeded back to
th> States to settle there for life. It was, no doubt,
well for the Colonies to have the opportunity of such
an individual to take command at the commencement of
hostilities.  Ilis abilities and success evidenced the wis-
dcm of Congress in appointing him a commander, but
their capricious disapprobation of him afterwards published
their low suspicions.

General (zates must have expected reward, at least
gratitud: for his successful efforts, and to be cashiered
for one adverse engagement, could not fail to fill his
hosom with chagrin. The excelleney of his mind and
disposition enabled him to exhibit no resentment, and
thus his equanimity supplied more satisfaction at suck
a time than the magnanimity of some haughty chief could
afford when indignant at ill-treatment. He early chose
the States as his country, and he cannot be thought to
take up arms in the Colonial war without true affection
for America.

In the great conflict, and indeed in his general con-
duct he maintained the character of ingenuous integrity ;
and we have no reason to deny him the credit of
being what he professed to be, in a letter to General
Lee, viz. “ready to risque his life to preserve the
liberty of the Western World.” He concludes the
letter alluded to with the following emphatic and
Patriotic lines:

On this condition would I build my fame,

And emulate the Greek and Roman name;

Think freedom’s rights bought cheaply with my blood,
And die with pleasure for my country’s good.

Since th2'cngag>ment at Camden, we traversed nearly
1500 miles; during which we fought the severe action
of Guildford Court-house, which has been particularly

-’

-



204 LAMB'S MEMOIR.

detailed in the Author’s American Journal; and onthe
22d of September, 1781, our army arrived at York-town
in the state of Virginfa. At this conjuncture, the Colo-
nial force, aided by the French under Count Rocham-
beau, amounted to nineteen thousand effective men, who
followed to make an attack on us in our lines. Not-
withstunding the very great superiority, (the British army
consisting of not more than Five thousand fighting men)
they did not immediately attack, although Lord Cornwallis,
as appears by the underwritten extract of a letter in
cyphers to Sir Henry Clinton, was’ prepared to give
battle :

“ I have ventured theee last two days to look Gene-
ral Washington’s whole force i1 the face, in the position on
the outside of my works, and I Lkave the pleasure to ascure
your Exceliency that there was biut one wish through-
out the \.‘hole ariny, which was that the enemy would
advauce)

On the 80th of September the Siege commenced, and
not until the 6th of October did the enemy finish his first
paralel covering our whole left flank, distant about six
hundred yards. On the 9th in the evening their bat-
teries opened.

+ On the night of the 11th, the enemy began the;r se-
cond paralel, nearer to us by three hundred yards, and
after making several severe attempts on the evening of
the 14th, they assaulted and carried two redoubts, which had
been advanced to retard their approaches and to cover our
left. In this state of things, reduced in force and disabled
to withstand his adversaries, Lord Cornwallis thought it
would be a wanton sacrifice of his brave little army to
continue the conflict, and therefore, w ith the advice of
his officers, he resolved to capitulate. Previous to the
taking of the redoubts our army by sickness and actual
losscs of menin the enemy’s attacks, and in sorties, suffered
so much that Lord Cornwallis’s prospect of attaining any
object by fghting, pamcularly when the redoubts were
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taken, was hopeless in the extreme. The cnemy made
“great sacrifices to aggravate the -evils of the extremity in
-which they pressed on us, and for this purpose, an emu-
lation was raised between -the French and Americans by
leading them to the attack seperately, to excite extraor-
dinary exertions.

“The foe descends like torrents from the hills,

And all the neighbouring vale temultuous fills,

" Opposing cannon tell th’ approaching storm,
And working ‘armies take a dreadful form!”

The Royal Welch Fuzileers were greatly exposed te
the fire of a battery of nine guns which neared us about
the distance of 50, or GO yards. At the commencement
of the campaign this regiment was 500 strong, but then
it was reduced to about 190, who had to maintain their

" post on this galling occasion, as they did with great gal-
lantry, until we were entirely exhausted, and the Writer
of this Memoir was so worn out that be could no longer
stand, and was at length relieved by a non-commissioned
ofticer, who, in a few minutes after, fcll by a ball sent from
a nine pounder. The Author of cours» considered his
being takenaway from his post by excess of fatigue as an
interposition of that providence which shielded him from
instant dissolution frequently hefore.

¢ God of my Ilife whase gracious power,
Thro® scenes of death my Soul hath led,
Or turn’d aside the fatal hour,
Or lifted up my sinking hcad.

In all my ways thy hand I own',

Tiy ruling Providence I see:

Assist me still my course to run,

And still direct my paths to thee.”
Il 1
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CHAP. XII. . '

Account of Gcneral Hamilton, and Aaron Burr. Au-
thor- has an offer of Land to become a settler in Kenlucly.
Account of Daniel Boone. Kentucky, emigrations to it
from the States. Emigrations from FEuvope to North
America. Populatian and extent of the States. American
Charaeter. Army establishment.  Rates of pay to the
Soldicry.  Salavies of State Officers. _Concluszan.

At this advanced stage of hostilities the comtinuance
of the war had improved the Colonial armies in deci-
pline and steadines, and afforded their officers sufficient
opportunity to acquire skill and capacity. These military
acquisitions were evidenced in taking the above mention-
ed redoubts in particular, which was done by parties
commanded by a French and an American Colonel.
The gallantry of the American officer on the occasion
was great and censpicuous, and his condnct during the
war, and future celebrity since America asserted her in-
dependence, was such that an account of him, it is pre-
sumed, will be deserving ‘of perusal here. He was after-
ward raised to the rank of General in the army, and
shewed excellent talents as a statesman and lawyer since
the revolution. (

- The ability and character of Alexander Hamilton
raised him to an estimation which no man, Washington
excepted, has obtained in America since the revolution.
He was descended from a reepectable Scotch famll_), but
was born in the West Indies, and eame into the British
Colony of New York at the age of [6.* Early in life

SCre e so st s s P

* Iis grand-father was Alexander Hamilton, of Grange
in Ayrshire whe married Elizabeth Pollock, by whom he
had a numerous fimily, - -James Hamilton his father was the
fourth son of Alexander, and went to the West Indies,
where General Hamilton was born, in the Island of St.
Vincent. His mother was an American Lady, and to her
friends he was sent as related above.
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he displayed a taste for literature, and, on his arrival,
entered” upon a course of studies with such assiduity,
that at the age of 19 he was qualified to take the de-
gree of batchelor of arts, in the College of New " York,
and to lay a founddtion, by preparatory reading, for
the profession of the law. About this time, the Ameri-
can revolution caused him to exchange the long robe for
the sword, and his principles instructed him to join the
American army, which he entered as a Captain of
Artillery.  His abilities soon attracted the notice of
General Wachington, who appointed him his aid-de-
camp. In this situation Mr. Hamilton served until the
peace. Though this appointment impeded his promotion,
yet the gratification of possessing the confidence of the
comnmander-in-chief was greater than his ambition for
rank. . '

In the history of the war, we find Mr. ITamilton
rising gradually tifl, at the siege of York town, we
perceive him Colonel, commanding the attack of one
of the redoubts. Mr. Hamilton’s conduct on that occasion
was such as marks the soldier. Previously to the attack
being made, it has been said, that General La Fayette
propased to General Washington, to put the Dritish ofticers
in the redoubts to death, should the Colonial troops
succeed in their effort, and in the issue accordingly
that he ordered Colonel Hamilton to execute his inten-
tion: But that the Colonel peremptorily declined, alledg-
ing that the Americans, would always fight, but never
commit murder. 1t is right to observe on the inhuman
imputation against La Favette that it has no good
authority to gain it credit, and also that the character
and life of the Marquis are sufficient to make the reader
disbelieve it. The personage so charged may be deserv-
ing of blame for his revolutionary labours, but after all
actual cruelty cannot be imputed to him. IHe was brave,
and could not, one must think, be desirous of abandon-
ing the usages of war observed by civilized nations,

2L2
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Besides the dispassionate estimator of Washington's
measures and virtues cannot but conclude that he would
spurn such a proposal if not, the proposer himself, with
merited reprobation. _

On the peace, the legislature of the state of New
York appointed Colonel Hamilton one of the represen-
tatives in Congress.  He now settled in the City of
New York, and commenced the practice of the Law with
great ability and reputation, when he was again reluctantly
drawn into public life. Ile became a mecmber of the
Convention which framed the present Constitution of
the United States, and having teken part in that measure,
he considered himseif under an obligation to lend his ut-
most aid to set the machine in motion.

General Washington was unanimously called upon by -
his ccuntry to exert his talents in the cabinet, and ac-
cepted the troublesome office of President. Here as in
the ficld of batile, he availed himself of the aid of
Hamilton, whom he appointed Secretary of the Treasury. -
Though qualitied for this situation by eminent abilitics, -
neither he nor the President could escape the shafts of
calumny.  He et with those dificulties and obstacles,
which Republican faction criginates: but in defiance of .
kase oppesition he advanced the trade and commerce of
America, by establishing public credit, and introducing
order inte the finaices.  Public offices need not be eagerly
sought in tiie United States, The income of Mr. Hamil-
ton at this time was scarcely 1000 sterling per annum,”
a sum inadequate to defray the expence attending an
ofiice of such importance. The love of his country su-
perseded all other considerations: from this motive he
relinquished his practice at the bar, which might have
placed him in afluence. Having established a regular
system of finance, the consideration of an encreasing
family determined him, as soon as his plans were matur-
ed to withdraw Srom the office,
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~ Accordingly, in - the year 1795, Mr. Hamilton resigned

his office of Secretary of the Treasury, with a reputation
high in the -estimation of every friend to his country;
yet under the opprobrious slander of the French faction,
which at that time was at the zenith of its influence.
During- his services in the army, he became acquainted
with the family of General Schuyler, and married his
second doughter, by whom he had several children.

The cause which led to the catastrophe that proved
fatal to his life, was of a political nature.

General Hamilton is said to have dropped hints of
Aaron Burr’s ambitious and treasonable designs, which
the latter being apprised of, demanded an explanation
and a public denial of the objectionable expressions. This
satisfaction being refused, Burr sent a message to fight,
which was accepted with a proviso of delay until the
rising of the Law-Courts, wherein Mr. Hamilton’s pro-
fessional services were retained for some important suits.
Having thus acquitted himself in what he owed his
clients and settled his family affairs, he gave the meet-.
ing which terminated his life. Before the duel, he men-
tioned to bis second that he would not dicharge his
pistol, bat stana his adversary’s fire, and according fell
without firinz, lamented by the people of all the
States. ,

Every honour which the public could pay to departcd
worth was offerred at his decease. A British fiigate
lying at Sandyhook, fired minute guans, and the French
frizates off the battery had their colours half mast high.
The shops in New York city were shut, and in short
a general unfeigned mourning prevailed among the in-
habitants.  The Coroner’s inquest brought their verdict
¢ Wilful murder against Aaron Burr Vice-president of
the United States,” and a Warrant was issued to appre-
hend him. Buwir however was enabled to escape, as the
parties fought in the state of New Jersey to evade the
law, and, by means of this evasion of justice, he could
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not be taken into custody in the state of New York
pursuant -to the statute. '

Aaron Burr who subsequently aimed at power ahove
his fellow citizens, and meditated the dissolution of the
federal constitution, was a private or at most a non-
commissoned ofticer under General Arncld in the Quebec
expedition from Boston in New England. He afterward
obtained the rank of Colonel, and he must have possessed
much talent to raise himself to the sitnation of Vice-
president in Cengress. His attempt to erect himself i
1 degree of usurpation affords an instance perhaps of
the ultimate instability of the federal union, and the-
jarring interests of the States, which the general Con-
gress must find it peculiarly difficult, if at length not
impracticable to adjust. ' ‘

After the capitulation of York town the author became
a prisoner again, which proved somewhat perilous to him,
as he had made his escape from confinement before he
jomed Lord Cornwallis’s army. He however was
fortunate enough not to be detected in this matter by
the enemy. His repcated imprisonments and escapes:
from confinement afforded him occasions of enterprize,
and opporturity of acquaintance with the States, which
he -must otherwise remain ignorant of. His adven-
tures in such way bave been a good deal detailed:
in his American Journal. In this memoir he has
confined himself to a few particulars he thought interest-
ing or which he failed to relate before. He was often:
tempted by offers of advantage to settle in America,
which he conceived would amount to a dereliction of
loyal duty and his relationship with the old world,
where, he fondly heped o cultivate the society of his
early acquaintance. At one time he refused the accep-’
tauce of a debenture of land, amounting to 300 Acres,’
in Kentucky which then attracted a number of emi-
grants, in consequence of its being explored and settled
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by Mr. Boone, who published igviting accounts of the
soil and climate. ».

DavieL Boone, is said to have been born in Bridg-
north, Somerseishire, about the year 1730, and in early
youth to have accompanicd his parents over the Atlantic
to North Carolina, where they settled on the Yadken
River. He cntered young into the British army in the
States, and anterior to the revolution had obtained the
rank of Colonel in the service. He informs us that he
set out with a few associates on the 1 May 1769,
“to wander throygh the wilderness of America in quest
of Kentucke.” Colonel Boone, as well as Mr. Imlay,
who gave an exaggerated and romantic account of this
Western region of North America, appears an enthusi:
astic admirer of the place. In relating his passage inta
“the beautiful level of Kentucke” he describes it thus:
“Nature was here a series of wonders and a fund ef
delight. = Ilere sbe displayed her ingepuity and indusiry
in a varjety of flowers and fruits, beautifully coleured,
clegantly shaped, and charmiugly flavoured ; and we were
diverted with numbelless animals presgoting themselyes
perpetually to our view.” “f _

So eharmed was Mr. Boone with the scenery around
lum, that aJthough he and his compauions were soon
after made pnsoners by the Indians, and he was at
lengtb left alone in the loss of his friends, who fell by
the hands of the barbarians or deserted him from the
perils whieh surrounded thein, he syas enabled to. drive
away melanchpl,y reflections, and suppprt the absence of
a beloved wife and family by exploring and contempla-
ing “the ;.lnersn.y and beauties of nature he met with.”
"They were sufficiznt, he says, to expel “ every gloomy
thought.” And although there is 2 degree of exaggera-
tion, still mnch of reality and fact st belang to the des-
cripﬁfm he affords, as follows. < Just at the close of day
the gentle galesceaseds a profound calm ensued, nota breath
shopk the tremulsus l:af. 1 had gamed the summit of
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a commanding ridge, and looking round with astonished
delight, beheld the ample plains and beauteous tracts
below. On one hand I survcyed the famous Obio,
rolling in silent dignity, and marking the Western boun-
dary of Kentucke with inconceivable grandeur. At a
vast distance I beheld the mountains lift their venerable
brows, and penctrate the clouds. All things were still.
I kindled a fire near a fountain of sweet water, and
feasted on the loin of a buck which a few hours before
I had killed. I continued this tour, and in a few days
explored a considerable p'1rt of the country, each ddy
cqually ‘pleased as at first.” »

Mr. Boone, it is certain, was a man of hardihood and
romantic turn or he could not brave, as he did, the
solitary dangers of uninhabited tracts, and spend years
in trying to explore and settle this Western department.
He tells us he retired home in 1771, and in 1773 took his
family with him to make a first scttlement in his fa-
vourite although forlorn district. =~ While the Royal
and Colonial armies were fighting in the States, Mr.
Boone was carrying on a dreadful war with the Indians,
an account of which it shocks humanity to peruse, and
the thinking mind is surprised to reflect how he could con-
tinue to withstand it for several years in conflicts often
fatal to some of his companions and dearest relatives.
It was not until nearly the close of the American war
that his fighting with the Indians ceased by a treaty
of peace. He finished his narrative of it with the fol-
lowing pathetic words “Two darling sons and a brother
I have lost by savage hands. Many dark and sleepless
nights have I spent, seperated from the cheerful society
of men, scorched by the summer’s sun, and pinched by
the winter’s cold, an instrument- ordained to settle the
wilderness. But now the scene is changed “and peace
crowns the sylvan shade.” -

The then wilderness of Kmtuckey is at present a
populous part of the Union with some respectable towas
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and numerous cultivated p]antahons It has a legislature
of its own, and sends members t Congress. Its chma?a
from the latitude in which 1t ‘iles must be particularly
pleasant, and it supplies a #anety of the best produc-
- tions of the most favoured countries. It 1s_ reported
that good grapes grow in the lands without culture, and
.that the Kentuckean planter wants but the skill and ex-
pericnce of making wines. No doubt he is at present
irtproved in that respect. Its local felicity, and sin-
gular advantage in having some of the noblest Rivers
on the globe, the Ohxo, and Missisippi which in par-
ticular enables it to communicate with South America,
and open - trading enterprize with every sea, will
render it at length the American emporium, if not the
fittest situation fur the future Metropolis of the New
“World.

1t is not surptising that people should emigrate from the
American States to the Kentuckean vallies, although they
do -0 at the certain loss of markets, such as the large
seaport towns supply, for their surpluss produce. It
will of necessity take an age at least to attract any
safficent trade inland, not to say, the smallest portion of
foreign trade to Kentucky, which might operate as a
compeusation to settlers for going so far back. Yet
atter all, the speculation of the American with a fawily
is not amiss, who sells his plantations in some of the
States to- an European emigrant, and thus acquires
a pecuniary capital,” which lays the foundation of a
valuable cstate Westward for his children’s children.
It is certain moreover that many educated and valuable
members of society have retired into Kentucky, pro-
‘bably tired with the terrible effccts of European hostility,
which stirred ill blood and trouble in the States in a
degree injurious to the permanent prosperity of the federal
‘connection.  And it is also true that the Kentuckean citizen
‘is not so much an outcast from commercial intercourse
as one ‘might estimate, as the large’ Rivers, which are

: Mm
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“dttended by respectable tributary streams, afford rapid
mediums to pass and yepass, and communicate in the
way of trade with the seaport cities.

However the emigration of Europeans so far West-
ward cannot fail to be atiended with peculiar peril and
disadvantage. In all the States the buyer of lands has
to encounter land jobbing risks, but particulararly in
Kentucky, for which the landed proprictor has employed
the fiction of the poets to shew it as a second lLden
beyond the Atlantic. LEmigration, however desirable
to the needy . individual, is hazardous at best to North
America. Of late the number of disaffected men from
Europe, who caused some political agitution in the
States, made the best minded Americans desirous of
shutting their gates against European emigrants, in gene-
ral, and thus although the British, subject elﬁigra.ting
may calculate he is going to live among. people speaking his
own tongue and possessing his own habits, he must
suffer from a miscalculation in some measure.

The European emigrant in purchasing lands (for land
is the chief if not the only ohject which .ought to
make an European emigrate to America) will bhave to
reclaih and till grounds with which he is totally unac-
‘quainted, and for the cultiviation of which he ounght to
know the best chemical processes of farining, and yet
he will but work at most for his children and posterity.
The pnce of land contiguous to the large maritime
towns is, it may be said in general, as high as in the
like situations in the British islands. And the grounds
adjacent to good Rivers and creeks rate at about from
20 to 50 Dollars an acre. To such a residence fami-
Ties will have to travel usually hundreds of miles from
‘the sea in waggons, we will suppose the expence of a
waggon drawn by five horses and carrying 30 cwt. to
be at two shillings British a mile, which must average
as a low estimate, but be thought an expence which
few emigrating families could pay. We ought to include
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in such probable risks and .actpal expences a variety of
accidents and misfortunes which daily happen viz. the
purchasing grotinds wWhich the -uirfair -seller; had no
just or legal title or claim to, and ﬂmneccessary relinqgish-
ment of situations, by reasoyrof the bad quality of lands
or local inconvenience. =~ Many are obliged to cast their
lot of life in the woods, far from neighbours or a market,
whose dealings in the way of business,must be done by
bartering provisions for articles of domestic use. 'I'hus
the ‘curplu%s produce of the farm, after subsisting - the
family, is usually disposed of at a long credit, not to ~dy
unavoidable loss.

Such are some of the hardships which individuals that
emlgrate have to" ‘riveet bcﬁ)re they can enjoy comfoit in
the New World; “whose vales were painted to -them
unfairly by Doctor Franklin and others, as a lot of
fine inheritance to’ ‘persons who could pass over to in-
habit them. A terrifying disadvantage to emigrating
people is moreover owing to the sultry suns in the states
in general. Besides what has been urged, we ought
to take notice that the usual season of discmbarking
in North America is the time of the yvear when the
yellow fever is rife. The emigrant farmer has there-
fore to hurry from the cities on the sea coasts into the
interior, or sudden death may arrest him on his gain-
‘ing the long wished for shores.

Tradesmen and artizans, many of whom flock to the
American cities as to capltals where (to borrow® vulgar

pleasantry) they were taught to believe that loa\'es of
bread were laid in the streets, that pancakes covered
the houses, and roasted fowls flew about inviting
European eaters, cannot depart from the contagious
'scene, as the places of their employment are the cities
and large towns. It is true they are wcll paid for
- their work, and at the same time it is also certain that
the majority of them could earn as much money at
horae, without being exposed to that dreadful minister
of death the yellow fever.
2M2
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Add to all this that in going from the sca coasts of
these countrics many of them have been seized on by
privateering ships, and after being robbed sct ashore on
some West India island. Nay more the extraordinary
crowds of passengers chiefly from Ireland stowed together
in the same ship has caused contagions, fatal to numbers
of them. Much has been with justice urged respecting
the erowded cargoes of the negro slaves from the coasts
of Guinea, but no vessel engaged in the slave trade has
been known to carry such a number as one small ship
with passengers from Londonderry. This vessel but of
215 tons tock 530 people, who paid for passage only a
sum amountiny to £5000 sterling, and carried nearly
double the number of individuals ever taken in a Slave
ship from Afvica. .

In 1801 it was computed that 14,000 individuals
were taken over in the Philadelphia ships only, and in
making a moderate gross estimate of the general arrivals
in other towns, it is calculated that 28,000 cmigrants
Jeft Ireland that year. It is reckoned theyv paid £294,000
for passage, and tock away actual property from tlie
country in money-and vaiue to the amount of £588,000
sterling.  Such a drain of population, and property must
be considered as a serious loss to the country and empire,
while the individuals so passing aw ay speculated at all events,
many of them, badly, and not only risked but lost their
weans and lives.

It the statements thus made from experience and facts
are to be relied on, emigration 1o America from the
British isles is attended in most cascs with perilous
adventure.

I before cbserved that British priconers were severely
ill-treated by the American Soldiery and people. This
was in geseral the case. Ina guard-houce in Fredrick-
town Maryland where 1 was confined during the rigours
st winter without any Ledding, or covering at night



LAMB'S MEMOIR. rid

except some straw, which the centinels used to take
delight in setting fire to, as I endeavoured to'sleep, [
found my treatment so miserable that I memorialed the
officer commanding to have me removed to the com-
mon jail. The prayer of my petition was granted,
but I was alike ill-used, and probably would have been
released by death anterior to my liberation, had not
some poor prisoners divided with me their jail allowance
of provisions. No doubt the manner of treating pri-
soners in general was better, although the jail economy
of the States was not at that time as well ordered as
at present. The States have improved the best plans
and regulations of the British priSons, so much so that
their moanagement of their prisoners proves even a
source of actual and moral amelioration in the mat-
ter of example and pecuniary saving to the public.
This satifactory advantage is derived from obliging
the confined to work during the time of imprison-
ment, and thus the price of the prisoner’s labour will
at !l events subsist himself, and in most cases become
a «urplus of money saved for the commonwealth. Addto
t_h’is the great benefit owing to the valuable occupation
of such unfortunate human beings, which precludes them
from the opportunity of contracting the evil habits
which render British jails unhappily asylums, if such lan-
guage be right, to teach wichedness and vice as well as
criminal idleness. The American in jail is favoured
with a penetential pause, which he may render instru-
mental to Jawful and right purposes in his future life.
It not seldom fits him for recovering his forfeited repu-
tation in socicty. Along with such jail improvements
the punishments of culprits is better than with us pro-
portioned to offences in the States, and at the same
time this lenient apportionment in the awards of criminal
justice, cven operates more in terror to prevent the
commission of crimes. 1t is certain that perpetual im-
prisonment at hard working, daily labour is more terrible
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to most men than death itself, which terminates in
a moment’s time the terrestrial troubles and miseries of
mortals. The following account of the penalties and
punishments of prisoners provided by the Statutes and law
of the States, it is hoped, will be deemed worthy of peru-
sal, if not imitation in the British islands.

Death is dispensed with except for high treason and
siurder in the first degree. For very ag«rravated cases
of crime, solitary confinement is inflicted in dark cells
for life or a limited time. For the commission of less
fiagrant offences light is admitted. For inferior offences,
theft, petty larceny, breaking of the pcace, prowling as
vagabonds, &c. the offendmcr parties are obliged to work
as trades-men or labourers.* It is a pleasing sight
to behold all sorts of artizans in g jail working at their
respective trades, and thus in the prisons of Pensylva-
nia in particular, and indecd in the States in genera),
most kinds of manufactures are wrought, so much so
that the idea of the imprisonment of the workmen is apt
t6 be forgotten by strangers who visit the jails. Those

* An anecdote is told of a fashionable young man from
Europe, who having committed some outrage in the streets
of Philadelphia had been sentenced to confinement in the
city jail.  On his entrance into the prison, as is usual,
he was asked what trade he was brought up to, or wish
to work at. He indignantly observed that he was
bred as a gentleman, and could not or would not conde.
scend to be employed as an artizan or labourer. The officers
however persisted in making him choose seme labarious
oecupation, and on bis continuing te refuse, it is reported,
they forcibly put him into 2 deep reservoir, in which
was n pump, amd having tuined a cock, water copiously
flowed in. Me was desircd to work at the pump, or he must
he overwhelmed and droweed. He at length began, but could
not master the influx, and affrighted begged to be takep
oat, premising te undertake any employment which they
might think proper to assign for him im future.
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not brout*ht up to trades are soon mstructed to make
large nalls by machines erected for the purpose. The
females work at the the needle, and the mere refractory
of them beat hemp or pick Oakum. In order to ex-
pose the parties they are sometimes made to wear de-
gradihg badges, such as party coloured garments, or to
have part of the head shaved. In Pluladelpbla the jail
is regularly inspected by a jail committee, who gra-
tuitously undertake the office of enforcing cleanli-
ncss in the chambers and among the priseners, aud
car: is taken. that they be daily supplied with aa
wholesome diet, and that they do not obtain spiri-
tucus liquors. Goalers of probity and examplary, good
conduct are selected, by whose means propriety of be-
haviour 'and morality and piety are inculcated, and thus
the keepers of jails instead of being cruel end hard-
hearted are respected and loved. No corporal punish-
ment is allowed, and in short the entire treatment of
prisoners is wisely designed te-cradicate vice as muck
as possible, and to make them fit for and look forward to
receive a restablichment of their credit and situations
in society. '

It is not improper to particularize that the maleb and
females, as also-the untried and convicted priseners are
kept apart; and even the discoursing of the working
parties is restricted to decent and edilying subjeets.
The Pastors of the different congregations attend
at stated times to exhort and improve their minds,
and the orderly and well conducted are semetimes fa-
vourcd with a salutary remission of the penalties to which
they were sentenced, which operates as a premium and
encouragement to -the practise of virtue. The ill-behav-
ed are debaired from labour at times, and during the
intervals are rendered debtors for their subsistance.
Whence it happens that they wish to be employed for
the sake of defraying their charges, and also saving their
surplus profits, which sometimes are bestowed on them
particularly when their penal sufferings and sentenced
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confinements are remitted. In such cases they are re-
turned to the commonwealth advantageously, and obtain
certificates of character, which set off and even cover
the stains of bad behaviour attaching to them in conse-
quence of their former transgressions.

Might there not be made much saving of public expence,
not to say a great moral reformation in the multitude
of offenders and malefactors, if such excellent regulations
were adopted in these countries?

It is well known that about a century back, the
extent of country at present composing the United
States contained buta fuw thousands of inhabitants, and
that at present the same country contains upwards of
five millions of people. It is thought that the great
population of America, so encreased and rapidly en-
creasing, has chiefly advanced by means of emigration
from Europe. Before and since the revolution, no doubt
emigration has been oreat indecd from these countries.
During the war many soldiers of .Lord Cornwallis’s and
General Burgoyne’s armies stopped for life in the States,
and of course at a time of war, when North America
was deprived of numbers of her inhabitants, such an
accession was very opportune. to encrease her popula-
tion. '

The following statement as specified, and totted un-
derneath, affords a schedule or - ale of the American po-
pulation, particularising lists of each respective State and
an aggregate account of the whole Union pursuant to a
census taken in 180L.  Even since that year we may
be aware that there is a considerable augmentation,
which the reader himself can by conjecture acquire
some idea of, enough to satisfy him that the 'States
are growing populous in an almost unexampled de-
gree.  The plenty of lands renders it easy to settle
ke American in a little family establishment, and thus

arly marriages are much encouraged and found con-
cuient.
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The United States, according to an Ameritan geogra-
pher, are estimated to comprise upwards of a million of
square miles, or - - 640,000,000 acres.

Deduct for water - - 51,000,000

Am es of land in the United States 589,000,000

Th!s g-umate was made previous to the purchase of
: Lomsnna, the extent of which has never been accurately
defined.. America is already a region. too extcnsive to he
suh]ec{ to one gencral government, -the people of the
northern and southern States differing as much in manners
as in climate. By the acquisition of Lowisiana, there is
added an cxtent of territory nearly equal in magmtude te
the Federal States. Since the pedce of 1 8'2,‘ the union
has been extending its limits on the fI‘O[ltlE}'a by purchase
and treaties with the différent tribes of Indians. The 13
States are already sw»elled into 16, and the territories of
the Missisippi and Indiana, each sending a Delegate to
Congress, will no doubt very soon be added to the number.
The province of Maine, in the north, has also looked for-
ward to become an independent State ; and when Louisiana
is incorporated, it is not improbable that we-may find the
union consisting of 25 States.

The present population of this extensive country, justi-
fies the assertion, that many centuries must elapse before
the whole is under cultivation. In the year 1791, a census
was taken by order of government, when the inhabitants
were found to be in number - - - 3,920,520
In 1801, by another census then taken, there were 5,305,638

Making an increase in ten years of - - 1,376,312

According to this average, exclusive of the great increase
of population by emigrations from Europe since the year
1801, there must be, without including the people of Loui-
siapa, about seven millions of souls under the Federal
government If the whole of this country were under im-
provement, it would accommodate, allowing:40 acres of

"Nn?2
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land to cach family, sixteen millions of families; and esti-
mating the families at five individuals each, it would support
€0 millions of :ouls. In this way it has been calculated in
America. that to people all the territories belonging to the
United States, including Louisiana and the Floridas, it
would require three hundred and twenty millions. It is
likewise computed that were the population of this im-
mensely cxtended Republic, proportiened only to that of
Great Dritain, instead of six or seven millions, it ought
to contain two hundred and thirty-nine millions of inha-
bitants.

I'vom the previous statement it will appear that north
Awmerica contains an immense range of lands, chiefly in her
vestern region, to accommodate the super-abundant popu-
Jation, which in time may crowd the first settled $tates.
From Kentucky a beautiful and fertile wilderness, it may
be satd, indefinitely runs to the gulph of Mexico, without
Lund-marks or owners except herds of buffaloes, deers, and
roving Indian tribes. 'This vast tract, still a good deal
unexplored, is very valuable to the States in favouring the
adventurer who rejeices in fine scenery, and looks into
future times for embryo States and Principalities, where
his family may live and prosper as rich proprietors. Be-
sudes it is certain that its vastly extended area will operate
well for America in precluding wars among the peopled
Statez, and its geographical =cite on the globe keeps it
-nfe from European invasiens, unless Americans themselves
tall out and war cach with the other. On their unanimity
the Federal Union and happiness, as a people hinges.
Their avarice for commercial prosperity at present menaces
to originate disturbances among them, in their mingling
too much in European perplexities. If they quarrel at
home, they will be guilty of the impolicy of the Indians,
which cnabled them to appropriate nerth America. The
wise and wary American hin<elf appears to be im-
pressed with this idea, and se, however loud and restless
Amevican puty may scem, the wajority of the people are
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adverse to war. The trade of war indeed has got into dis-
use in America, and the prudent enterprize of the merchant
alone spurs the North American into lucrative action. At .
the same time it is certain thai the American is jealous of
his liberties and rights, and through this jealousy, he is
always reluctant to embody a standing regular army. In.
1805, the States had but four regiments of the line. Some
augmentation is since made, and at present a considerable
increase is meditated, which should it take place, for the
purposes of actual fighting with Britain, will but involve
the States in incalculable difficulty, and expensively draw
back their power and resources. With the understanding
and ingenuity of Europe, America ranks in comparison of -
strength, but as an infant nation. She is too young and
every way unequal to go to war with the great European ,
kingdoms. A numerous military force kept as a standing
war-establishment, cannot fail to injure America in an ex- .
traordinarv manner. Her militia only would constitute a -
constitutional force, which every State of the Union is
already provided with. The militia and regulars are raised, -
maintained, and paid according to the British usages in
the like cases.

The following are the rates of pay to the different ranks
pursuant to the Ainerican war establishment.

s

DOLLARS PER MONTH.
A Major-General (the present highest rank) - 166

— Brigadier-General - - - - 104
— Quarter-Master-General - - - - 100
— Adjutant-General and Inspector _ - - - 75
— Lieut. Col. (they have no rank of Colonel) - 75
— Captain - - - - - » 40
— Lieutenant - - - - - - 2
— Linsign - - - - - 20
— Serjeant - - - - - 6
— Corporal - - - - - 53

3

— Private Soldier (besides rations) - -
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The general and field staff of the militia inclulde the
following ranks and number of Officers. Seventy Major-
Generals; 183 Brigadier-Generals; eight Quarter-Master-
Generals; 15 Adjutant-Generals; 114 Aid-de-Camps: oné
State Engineer; one Commissary-General of purchase ;
ene Commissary-General of isswes ; 160 Brigade Majors;
one Pay-Master-General; onec Physician-General ; one
Apothecary-General ; one Deputy Quarter-Master-Gen.;
one Waggon-Master-General ; one Forage-Master-Gen. ;
22 Brigade Quarter-Masters.

The second list of Field-Officers and remmental Staff,
comprehends the following ranks and numbers of Officers Sy
viz. 760 Lieutenant-Colonels-Commadants; 1509 Majors;
432 Pay-Masters; 587 Surgeons; 362 Surgeon’s Mates;
618 Quarter-Masters; 732 Adjutants.

The return of the Artillery includes 14 Lieut.-Colonels;
45 Majors; 195 Captains; 251 First Lieutenants; 159
Second Lieutenants; 17 Adjutants; 16 Quarter-Masters;
793 Serjeants; 91 Corporals; 359 Musicians; 148 Gun-
ners ; 62 Alarm-Men ; 6853 Matrosses.

The list of Cavalry embraces 37 Lieutenant-Colonels ;
70 Majors; 431 Captains; 778 Lieuténants; 399 Cornets ;
98- Adjutants; eight Pay-Masters; 25 Quarter-Masters;
1366 Serjeants; 4a3 Musxcmm 21 F arriers; 30 Saddlers;
17675 Dragoons.

Artillery. Uabalry ‘ Foot.

New Hamshire - . 2 _ 1629 19160
Massachusetts - 2109 9196 53316
Rhode‘Island - 36 57 . 4114
Connecticut - 487 - 1290 - 13965
i Vermont - 324 * 1002 13708
New York - 1143 - - 1784 63744
New Jersey - 186 - 993 21742
Peunsylvania - - 310 = 9382 83413

Pelaware -

4597 11263 273462
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Artillery. Cavalry. PFoot.
Bronght over - 4597 11263 273462
Maryland -
Virgivia - 1050 _ 3096 61962
North Carolina - —_ 238 37871
South Carolina - 778 1743 "a9]185
Georgia , - "N 590 - 16650
Kentucky . _— — 29886
Tennessee - —_— 636 14235
Ohio . - 43 50 8079
District of Columbia 81 43 1895
Missisippi Territory =~ —— _— 1623
lndiana - — ' 16 1710
6620 17675 476608
Cavalry . - = _ 17675
Artillery PR —_— - 6620

Number of Militia, exclusive of Officers, in )
those States and Territories, from which: 500,903
returns were received -at different times.

The rates of pay to. the Soldnery, are a aood deal onz
par with those of Great Britain, but in some cases less,
although the expences‘of‘ living in the Awerican cities
and towns, are at least as high as in the British 1slands.

The author,. for the reader’s gratification, submits also
an account of the salaries granted by Congress to the Mi-
nistry or official functionaries of the Federal Government, by
which it is evident, that men capzble of filling such ardu-
ous situations in the State, are not compensated. in propor-
tion to their trouble and talents. And yet there is no want

"of candidates; but as great competition as takes place in
Great Britain for official eminence in America. In this, as
well as every circusnstance of civil life'in the States, eco-
nomy is the Awerican Argus, an economy after all it is
" which looks like abject parstmoniousness in the Govern-
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ment. The under-writtends a Scale of the Salaries allowed
to the Officers of State or Government, as rated in 1805.

DOLLARS,
The President - . - 25,000
The Vice-President - - - 10,000
The Secretary of State - - 5,000
* The Secretary of the Treasurer - - 5,000
- The ‘Secretary of War - - = 4,500
The Secretary of the Navy - - 4,500
The Attorney-General - - . 3,000
The Comptroller of the Treasurer ' - . 3,000
‘I'he Auditor of the Treasurer = . . 3,000
The Register of the Treasurer - - 2.400
The Accountant of the War Dop'!rtment S e 2,000
The Accountant of the Navy Department - 2,000
The.Post_Master.General - . - 3,000
The Assistant Post-Master-General . - 1,700

Payable quarterly to continue for three .years from January
1, 1804, ' '
CONCLUSION.

The author has now conductcd' the reader over fields of
adventure and trouble, which, however t:'ying and full of
terrors they proved, he hopes will convey a degree of
amusement, if not some Improvement to persons that
peruse this Memoir. The providential deliverances which
he experienced in the course of his wandering, he looks
back on with sensations of pleasure, which time will
never be able to efface. The impressions made in his
memory, the writer has had no small gratification in re-
viewing now before his more matured judgment: -
~ His narrative of North American scenes and affairs, as
also tlie conduct of the prominent Actors-and Officers em-
ployed in the war, he trusts, will convey a degree of correct
information, and a faithful local description which an eye-
witness could only delineate, as it ought to be done from
the life. ‘He is aware that the awful blaze of war alonie
could lend a reflected light interesting enough to bring his
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life into any notice, and therefore making his exit from
military scenes, he hastens to close his unassuming work.

It might be thought the writer ought to offer some ac-
count of his subsequent life. He is sensible the humble
path of laborious obscurity in which he has proceeded since
he ceased to be a Soldier, carries forward little but unim-
portant features, and nothing to give it a due value for
Public perusal. War, however dreadful, throws a de-
gree of interest on this Memoir. Peace, although truly
amiable inappearance, is too silent and sedentary to attract
the curiosity of inquisitive human beings.

The battles of York-Town, in Virginia, put a period to
the Author’s military labours. In 1783, he saiied from
Sandy-hook, and after a safe passage arrived at Portsmouth. -
He obtained his discharge at Winchester, and revisited
Ireland, where he was affectionately received by an aged
mother and a few kind relatives. He then had to take
counsel about a line of living to earh a subsistence; such
is generally the result of a military life. He chose to be-
come a School-Master; an arduous occupation, which has
~ enabled him for upwards of twenty-six years, to provide
for, and educate a growing family, the source of satisfac-
tion and solicitude. He was discharged without the pen-
sion* usually given for past services, and being frequently
advised by his friznds to apply for it, in 1809, '(twenty-
five years after ieceiving his discharge) he memorialed His
Royal Highness the Duke of York, and was graciously
favoured by an immediate compliance with the Prayer
of his Petition. He submits the Memorial and its Answer,
in gratitude to the illustrious individual, who so promptly
condescended to notice it as he did.

e o dadalana el sl

* See Author’s Journal of the American War, page 436.
Oo
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Dublin, Jauuary 7, 1809.
““To His Royal Highness the Duke of York, Commander in Chief
of His Majesty’s Forces; the Memonal of R. Lamb late
Serjeant in the Royal Welch F uznleers,
HUMBLY SHEWETH,
¢ THAT Memorialist served in the Army twelre )ears, in
the 9th and 23d Regiments of Foot, eight years of which was
in America; under the command of Generals Burgoyne and
Cornwallis ; during which time he was in Six pitched Dattles,
Four ‘Sieges, several important Expeditions, was twice taken
prisoner, and as often made his escape to the British Army ; viz.
First, in 1778, when prisoner with General Burgoyne’s Army,
he escaped, with two men, whom he brought with him to General
Sir Henry Clinton, at New-York; Secondly, in 1782, when
taken with Lord Cornwallis’s Army, he eluded the vigilance of
the American guards, and conducted under his command, seven
men ¢o Sir Guy Carleton, the then Commander in Chief in said
City, to both of whom he gave most important Intelligence re.
specting the enemy’s Army, for which Service he was appointed
by General Birch, then commandant of the City, his first Clerk,
and Adjutant to the Merchants’ Corps of Volunteers there.
¢ That in the battle of Camden, in South Carolina, he had
the honour of carrying the Regimental Colours, and immediately
after was appointed temporary Surgeon to the Regiment, having
had some little knowledge of physic, and received the approba.
tion of all his Officers for his care of the sick and wounded.
¢ That at the battle of Guilford Court.House, in Neorth
Carolina; he had the heartfelt pleasure of saving Lord Cornwallis
from being taken prisoner, and begs leave with profound de.
ference to state, that he was always chosen ome of the first
Serjeants to execute any enterprize that required mtrepldity,“
decision, and judgment for its accomplishment, bl
¢ That Memorialist being now far advanced in life, humbly
solicits your Royal Highness to recommend him for a military
pension, which would smooth his declining vears, -and be’ most
gratefuliy received as a remuneration for the many times he has
risked his life and limbs in his Majesty’s service,
“ That for the trith of these facts, he most humbly refers
to General 1, Calvert and Colonel Makenzie.”
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To which Memorial the following Answer was received.
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE. 2 ‘
¢ The Adjutant-General informs Serjeant Roger Lamb,
that the usual Authority has been given by the Secretary at War,
for placing him‘upon the Out Pension of Chelsea Hospital,
dispensing with his personal appearance before the Board.”
Horse-Guards, 25th Jan. 1809.

I~ putting a period to his memoir, the author would offer an
appropriate reflection, which presses itself from the aspect of the
times. The American struggle became a terrible prelude to the
recent visscissitudes and existing troubles of Europe. France,
our constant rival end enemy, contrary to the antient established
faith-of nations, added fuel to the flame of civil war beyond the
Atlantic, and the issue of it brought the consuming blaze of re.
volution among the French at home., The revolutionary tide,
like the lava of a volcano, rolled out over the neighbeuring
States. From the efforts of Great Britain to stop its destroying
progress, the British islands are aimed at, as the chief objects
upon which the able individual, who lifted himself up as Ruler
of France, and controuler of the Continent, would pour his
artillery and fury. Bat our insular fortifications, which may be
intitled the embraces of HIM, who laid the foundations of the
terraqueous globe, are about us to repel the aggression of invad. -
ers, - In short, nothing save what is called civél disturbance, can
open inroads for invasion in these countries. In various cases and
views we appear peculiarly favoured of heaven, which should be
appreciated duly by all our people. A new reign is about to
commenee, and it is hoped it-will become conspicuous for wise
and salutary ‘counsels, and at the same time carry forwardthe
glory, ability, and honourable prowess, which so evidently cha.
racterized our gracious Sovereign’s sceptre, who will shortly rest
from the cares of a terrestrial crown, we trust, to receive an
incorruptible one in @ better country. A characteristic of vital ex.
cellence belongs to these countries, which ought not to be passed
in silence, viz. religious liberty and knowledge, of which the Bri.
tish isles are the favourite soil. From the British islands, the
North American States derived their honour as a people, and,
what is more excellent beyond comparison, their light as chris<
tians. From the British islands, at present the whole earth is in
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the progress of being enlightencd by ¢ the sun of righteousnéss,”
" which it is not improper tosay is, ' n ler Providence, confided to "
the British, in order to shed its healing brightness to the ex-
tremest isles, and the ends of the world! British Missionaries
are now travelling and pre achmv thie everlasting gospel, it may
be said, in all lands, and not onl'y so, but trauslating Holy Writ
in their own languages to men of all” complexions and descrip-
tions, however distant in local sitnation, and differenced by the
usages of civil and savage life, or by meridians and manners,
The British Missionary’s lubour of love embraces the Hindoo,
Mibomedan, Fhiopian, African and Indian; in a word, the
Bri-ish Missionary’s efforts are bounded merely by the limits of
the carth ! It is calculated with ccrtainty, that the Holy Scrip-
tures have been lately translated in more than fifty tongues, te
emancipate from the bondage of gross darkness, tribes and na.
tions of ignorant and d(gladed human beings! This work of
real liberty.and light is done by British subjects, and a people so
divinely selected to accomplish the scheme of a merciful Provi.
dence, cannot be devoted as a prostrate province to that upstart
domination, which after all, it would seem, has been permitted of
God fo put down the mighty from their seats, in order to facili.
tate the fall of antichrist, and the idolatry of the earth! To @esti-
mate the character of our country in this consoling manner; shiculd
inspire our people with pious confidence, and also argae with
them to leave domestic discord and partial affections.

"To such true prosperity, the Author often looked in making
and publishing his Memoir, and if it should tend to awaken a
sentiment of corresponding energy and integrity in the breasts
of any of his readers, he shall not Jose his labour as a writer.
He shall have his reward ¢ if he can be numbercd among the
writers who gaveardour to virtue, and confidence to truth.”

Free.Scinoor, WHITEFRIAR.STREET,
February, 1812,

FINIS.
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