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ADVERTISEMENT . 

• 
THE writer oj this Memoir takes leave to offer himself 

.nee more to public notice, relying on the kind reception he 

already experienced from a long list of generous and re-. 

6pectable Subscribers, by whose encouragement he was en

abled to publish his "J ournat of Occurrences during the late 

American War." His present Publication is intended as an 

accompanying 'Volume to that work, for the rapid sale oj 

which, he has to thank the enlightened and leilrned among his 

Countrymen, 'Viz. several Noblemen and dignified Person

ages, man!! General and Field Officers, a number of Gen

tlemen belonging to the ChUrch, and the professions lof La~ 

.nd Physic, and, in short, the most distinguished and ac

complished indi'Viduals of both sexes in Ireland. He is happy 

in the opportunity of making his acknowledgments for past 

favours, which, although they embolden, ought not to make 

him presuming. Whatever 'lis circumstances may be, he is 

truly unambitious oj ranking with the modern multitude of 

Book-makers, who, although sometimes men of talent and 

$ducation, seldom add much to the ~tock of literary acqui

sition. If asked u:hy he re-appears in Print-he begs to 
A2 
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say, thai the plan Df /lis Amedcan JDurnal precluded him 

fmlll detailing many mallers intimately cDnnected with 

Trmls·atlantic hDstilities, which, he .flatters llimselJ, III5 

1IIE.JIOIR intrDduces Df CDurse and uilh prDpriety. He 

also. expects ilwt the perusal of Ids Dbscure adventures and 

experience (deri"dng imporlance- fronz an ("centjul cause in 
u.1hich tIle fates of the DId and new WDrld u'ere so. muclt 

in"col-eed) ;;.:ill be fDund entertaining in gemral, and edify· 

ing to. Drdinary Readers. -lIe llaS labo.ured to. gi7:e, if nDt 

the in/QrmatiDn Df regular Trapels, at least n_ COXrt;.ct, 

g~nerat . idea Df NDrth AJ1ltrican scenes and affairs, and, 

al_wa.!/s interesting acco.unts and anecdotes of the prominent 

A.ctDrs and Officers emplDyed pending the prDgress of war 

'it'6th the States. It lias, mo.reDver, been lli$ endeavDur to 

de!1zarktlw right line o.f duty and behm:iour.wltich the So./'4, 

diU' in the nmks Dught im:arillMy to. pursue,' and likewise 

the valuable and ho.nest co.nduct beCo.mil.1g tlu; humble. 'lard~ 

wo.rking individual in !lis outset and jDurney thrDugh life.,. 

In.fine, the end he prDpDsed in this_ Essay, Itas -b~en to. in

st!'uct as much as pDssible the young and unguarded, by. 

fU~llishiJlg tlu: example of ltis. own life witlto.ut selj.dis .. 

guise or 7.mnily. Ife may lose his aim, but, even in .its 

jmYurc, lie trusts his mo.tive u,ill be tllought laudable. 

D1.'BLIN, JCLY 15, 1811. 



~IEMOIR 

OF 

HIS~' OWN LIFE, 

CHAP. I~ 

Molius why indi'viduals make ]}Iemoirs of' their Lire s.
Author's parentage. His inclination for a Seafaring 
life. Learns to SUJim. Recommends the Art of Stclm
ming as useful for the prese1'7)ation of life in SlUpliJrecks, 
4'c, CaptaiN Campbell saved by knou:ing how to .float in 
the Water. Dr. Franklin's Accozmt of Swimming, and 
curious methods to be used. A Cltild rescued from the 
conjlagration. of the BOYM ship of lVar. Description 
of._6n instrument to save persons from drowning wllo 
cannot swim. A ,Lad§ savec! by means of Iler Farthill
gpJes. Account.of a remarkable Shipwreck on the Sus
sex Coast. Bussard's extraordinary Narrasi;e. Di
rections for recot1ering drown«1 persom. 

v ARIOtJS are tJIe causes which induced individuals to 
commit the incidents of their own lives to writing, and 
submit them to the world. Vanity has urged several to 
publish transactions which lIad been much ~attcr re3erved 
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in serret, as matters of repentance and motives to amend
ment. A varicc has :-.timulated others, to fabricp.te tissues of 
falsehood, palatable to the public taste, but exceedingly 
injurious to unwary readers. Party and prejudice have 
h~d no small share in private memoirs; whilst even religion 
itself has been so misconceived by weak, though well 
mcaninO' persons, as to furnish a leading inducement tOr 

o h' layino. before mankind an indiscreet exposure of t mr 
.0. 

lives and action~, which ultimate1y proved deeply detfl-
mental to the solid interests of piety and truth. 

Fully aware of these powerful objections, the author 
ruminated much before he ventured to add one to the num
ber of those who have published their own biography. 
But when he recollects what he was, when he feels what 
the Almighty has done for him, when he balances his pre
sent comforts against his past transgressions, when he 
thinks on the probability that his example may not be alto
gether without its moral and spiritual utility, ,,,hen he 
considers the misrepresentations and falsehoods that have 
gone ahroad relative to the important affairs in which he 
was personally engaged-the many exalted characters un
der whom he served in the army, and the facts concern
ing them, of which he is in possession; when he knows that 
the experience of his life supplies a plentiful harvest of in
teresting anecdote, he believes he does not assert too much 
when he declares, that he should hold himself inexcusable 
to his king, his country, his officers, the public, and him
F.elf, if he suffered the grave to close for ever on his story, 
"ithout leaving some memorial behind him. These consi
derations induced him to publish a life, in which he 
baR many things to deplore, and more to call forth hii 
gratitude both to heaven and earth. 

I drew my first breath in the city of Dublin, on the 17th 
of .January, 1756, of humble, inqustri(;ms, and virtuous 
parents. I was the Joungest of eleven children. My 
cldeit brother :ilucrificed hi~ life in defence of his country ; 
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he died in consequence of a wound which he recE'ived on 
board one of the king's ships.. At the time of bis death I 
was only five years old ; but I remember tbat my fatbE'r was 
greatly amicted at it: and the more so, when be found my 
inclination of mind was also to tbe sea. Considering bis 
situation, wbich tbough reputable, was far from affluent, 
and the labour necessary to support bis family; he was a 
man of mucb reading, wbich strong native powers of intel
lect had led bim to digest and methodize. He was far 
from being unacquainted with seafaring matters. I well 
remember, 'yhen a cbild, walking with him down the 
North Wall, he would describe to me, in tile most easy and 
interesting manner, a naval engagement, and by the most 
apt and familiar transition, turn the discourse to the battles 
which were then fighting between" the English and the 
French. I am aware that my father's motive, wbile he 
amuse~ me in these conversations, was to instruct: but 
he little imagined, that in so doing, he Was kindling a 
martial ardor in my young breast, which. might, and ulti. 
mately did lead my heedless steps into the very dangers 
he would have wished me to shun, and against which he 
would have guarded me with the fondest anxiety. At 
length he began to perceive his error: for when be dis
covered my attention engrossed by these subjects, wit11 
tears in his eyes, he would say, "Ab, my dear child, I 
!See your little breast is fired with this account. I only . 
relate these things to inform your judgment. I have lost 
one fine boy already in fighting for his country. Surely 
you will never leave your father. You must stay with me 
and your mother; and be our support and comfort in our 
old days." Much as I loved my father, and deep as these 
affectionate speeches sunk in my mind; they had a tendency 
which he little imagined when he first used them. It was 
ifom these discourses of my father that an anxious desjre 
was first raised in my mind for a seafaring life. 
~ I '. • i ' .. 
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OUf howse being contiguous to the river Lifl'ew, 1 
was a constant frequenter of its quays, and the places 
\V here the shipping were moon·n. There I soon acquired 
tile art of climbing up the masts of the vessels. At the age 
of six years I begaI) to practice the art of .swimming; but 
by my temerity, I was near losing my life at that tender pe
riod. This circumstance occurred in the old dock, nearthe 
spot where the new Custom-house now stands. Tlte tide 
-.ras full in, and, in imitation of some grown lads, whQ 
practised these leaps, as feats of activity, I jumped from 
ofYthe steps. I soon, however found, that what I had be
fore thought swimming-, in shallow water, was but the 
paddling of a child: for I sunk like a stone, in nearly 
ten feet of water. .Among ~be spectators, providentially 
for me, were many expert swimmers; one of wbOlll 
observing that I did not rise to the surface of the water, 
immediately plunged in, and took me up, almost dead~ 
Tltis circumstance, far f:.:o:n detelTing me from going 
again into the water, only made me more eager to 
acquire perfection in the art of swimming, in which, 
after some time, I became such a proficient, that, from 
oW the bowsprits and round-tops of ships, I frequently 
leaped head foremost into the river. I now recolleet t~ 
dangers to which I exposed myself on the watery element, 
eTcn before I had attained my ninth year! I recog
nize with gratitud~, the protecting arm divine and in , " 
humble adoration of that Providence which has hitherto 
guided me in safety, through the progress of an eventfql 
life, am led to say with the poet, , .. . . 

" Oft 'hath the sea confest thy pow~r, 
And gil'en me back to thy command; 
It could not, Lord! my life devour, 
Safe in the hollow of thy hand." 

It rna.y be neccssar~ .here t? remark, that the dangers 
into whIch boys preCIpItate, III learning to swim, might 

- , ... 
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fur the most part, be avoided, by choosing' place;;, where 
grown persons should attend, and protect them from 
dang'er, while they taught them the practice. 1 ,till 

satisfied, that a knowledge of the art of ~"i\llmillg "01 Jd 
be far more u::;eful to the rising generation, than ma::y 
accomplishments which arc at present taug'ht at a ,cry 
great expense. But until something oi' thi,; kind is estab
lished, I may be permitted to n>mu;'k, how lll';·c·.;;,,:..try it 
is both for health, and ~a.reg·uard aguw'"i\ accident, that 
every lad, intenderl either for the ")L'a or land service, 
should bfl taug'ht to s\,. illl. I would recommend (he 
following' rules, to all, who may wish to become expert 
sWImmers. 

Throw yourself on on your bark, so as to lie quite straig Lt 
and stifl~ sufiering yourself to siuk until tile surface of the 
water becohles level with Jour ears. Your body will 
thus acquire an equilibrium, flJld so Ivllg n~ :'ou keep 
yourself lying' at Jour length in this ",ray, you will be 
enabled to float like a log in the watery element. Some 
have been saved from shipwreck b.v these means. 

A most extraordinary instance of e~cape from drowning: 
in this manncr, we have an account of in the narrati\'e of 
Captain Campbell, who sailed from Goa in the year 17S2, 
and was wrecked on the I\J alabar coast. Captain Camp~ 
bell relates, that seeing a log of timber floating by the 
vessel, he left the wreck in the hope of seizing i L to float 
on the water by its meaRS, but aller repC'ated attempts to 
take it, a heavy sea snatched it irrt:'.-oyerably from him, 
leaving him much bruised by the blows he received from 
it. The following extract from his narrativ~ is highly in~ 
teresting, whilst it furni~hesa caBe in point respecting the 
advantage oflloating in the water to save life: 

" Death seemed inevitable; and all that occun'cd to me 
now to do, was to accelerate it, and get out of its pangs 
as speedily as possible; for, though I knew how to swim, 
the tremendous surf rendered swimming useless, and all 

B 
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hope from it would have been ridiculous. I therefore be .. 
gan to swdlow as much water as possible; yet, still rising 
by the buoyant principle of the waves to the surface, my 
former thought;; began to recur; and whether it was that, 
or natural instinct, which survived the temporary impres
sions of despair, I know not: but I endeavoured to 
swim, which I had not done long, when I again dis~ 
covered the log of wood I had lost, floating near me, 
and with some difficulty caught it: hardly had it been an 
instant in my hands, when I lost it again. I had often 
heard it said in Scotland, that if a man will throw himself 
flat on his back in the water, lie quite straig'ht and stiff, 
and suffer himself to sink till the water gets into bis ears, 
he will continue to float. This occurred to me now, and 
I determined to try the expedment; so I threw myself on 
my back in the manner I have described, and left myself 
to the disposal of Prov idence; nor was it long before I 
found the truth of the saying-for I floated with hardly 
an eifert, and began for the first time to conceive some
thing like hopes of preservation. 

" After lying in this manner, committed to the discre
tion of the tides, I soon saw the vessel was at a consider
able distance behind me. Liveliest hopes began to play 
about my heart, and joy fluttered with a thousand gay 
fancies in my mind: I began to form the favourable con
clusion, that the tide was carrying me rapidly to land, 
from the vessel, and that I 'should soon once more touch 
tara firma. 

"This expectation was a cordial that revived my ex
hausted spirits: I took courage, and left myself still to 
the same all-directing Power that had hitherto preserved 
me, scarcely doubting that I should reach the land. Nor 
was I mistaken; for, in a short time more, without ef
fort or exertion, and without once turning from off my 
hack,. I found my"plf strike ag'ainst the sandy beach. 
OveI;)oJcd to the highest pitch of transport at my provi. 
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dential deliverance, I made a convulsive spring, and ran 
up a little distance on the shore; but wa..; so weak and 
worn down by fatigue, and so unable to clear my stomach 
of the salt water with which it was loaded, that I sud
denly grew deadly sick, and apprehended that 1 had only 
exchanged one death for another; and in a minute or two 
fainted away." 

In my own e~perience, I frequontly found that I could 
float for several hours on the water, when tranquil, :Illd I 
have been so much in the habit of swimming; that I used 
to indulge myself by floating until I became de::irous 9f 
sleeping on the water. It is then.·fore certain, that in 
cases where life is often endangered great benefit might 
arise ft'om learning to float, if individuals drowning could 
preserve that presence of mind which is so necessary in 
such desperate efforts. Every mean, however, which 
tends to improve the art of swimming is e~ceedingly use
ful, and the improvement of the art bas occupied the at
tention of some very great men. Foremost among the 
number was the celebrated Dr. Franklin. Many of his 
remarks are so very singular, that, although, from expe
rience, I am inclined to differ from him with regard to 
some particulars, yet it may be proper on this suqject, to 
let him speak for himself. The Doctor observes, "\Vhen 
I was a boy" I made two oval puUe~s, each about ten 
inches long, and six broad, with a hole for tile thumb, in 
order to retain it fast in the palm of my hand. They 
much resembled a painter's pallets. In swimming I pushed 
the edges of these forward, a~d I struck the water with 
their flat surfaces as I drew them back. I remember I 
swam faster by Iheans of these pallets, but they fatigued 
my wrists.-I also fitted to the soles of my feot a kind of 
sap.dals; but l w~s llot satisfieq with them, bccau'ie I 

I 

observed that the stroke is partly gi ven by the imide of the 
feet and the ancles, and not entirely with tile soles of th::
feet." 

B2 
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" \Ve have bcre* waistcoats for swimming, which are 
made of double sail-cloth, with small pieces of cork quilted 
in hetween them." _ 

" I know by experience, that it is a great coinfurt to a 
swimmer, who has a considerable distance to go, to turn 
himsdf sometime~ on his back, a\1d to vary in, other re
spects th~ means of procuring a progressive motion . 

• ; 'Vhen he is seized with the cramp in the leg the me
thod of driving it away is to give dIe parts affected a 
sudden, viglJrous, and violent shock; which he may do 
in the air as he swims on his back." 

" During the gl'e~t heats of summer there is no danger 
in bathing', however warm we may he, in river-swhich 
have heen thoroughly warmed by the sun. But to throw 
Ol~e self into cold spring water, when the body has beel1 
heated ill the sun, is an impl'lldence which may pro'\"e 
fatal. ~ once knew an instanc~ of four young men, who 
lmv:np; worked at harvest in the heat of the £lay, with a 
"iew of refreshing themseh-e~, plunged into a spring of 
cold water: two died upon the Rpot, a third the next 
morning, and the fourth recovered with great djfficulty~ 
A copious draft of cold ,,-ater; in similar circumstances, 
is fl'(,(]uently attended with the same effect ifl North 
America. "t ' 

" The exercise of swimming' is one of the mo!';t healthy 
and agreeable in the world. After ha"ing swam for ail 
ll?ur or two ,in the, evening, one sleeps coolly the whole 
lIIght, even ~uring' the most ardent heat of summer. 
~erh~ps the pores being dean~ed, the insensible perspira~ 
tlon llIrreases and occasions this ('oolness." ,.'. 

,But t~e Doctor was not
f 

a'ware of the danger that 
might, a~lse to persons ~vho wear their own hair, 'particn~ 
larly If It should be long or bushy. I kn~w not a sure~ 

* In Americ~'; 

t W ~ rna.v add Great Britain and Ireland. ,~, 
~,: 
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way of catching cold, perhaps a deadly feYl'r~ ihangoing 
to sleep with wet or damp hair. Bathing' caps, althoug'h 
they keep the hair from becoming wet, not onl.Y prevent 
one chief purpose of bathing, the ablution of the head ~ 
but may in some instances occasion serious disorders hy 
the action of the water operating' on all the other part.;; 
of the frame, while it is prevented by them from ap
proaching the hoad. To render e,"ening' bathing, which 
the Doctor so st:'[mgly recommcl1(L..;, at all ~Jli', it ap
pears indispen~ably IH'l'f'SSary t1tat the bather s:::1111d '\"alk 
a mile or two after he g'et'> out of the watel'. and bke 
special care that his hair i .. thoroughly dry before he 
retires to rest. 

" It is certain that mud1 swimming i:; HIe 1110311<'; of 
stopping a diarrhma, and (,V"'ll of prodHcin~!; a constipa
tion. 'Vith respect to those who do not kno",.. how to 
i;wim, or who are affected with a cliarrlHra, at a season 
w hic11 does not permit them to use that exercise, a warm 
bath, by cleansing and puri(ving' the ~kin, is found n~rJ 
salutary, and oftell effects a radical cure. I speak fro~~" 
my own experiel~ce, frequently rt'pcaicd, and el;~t of 
others to whom I have reCOllllllE'l1d('(i this." 

" As th(' ordinar.Y method of swimming' is 1"C·dllced to 
the act of rowing' wii:.. the arms (lnd ]Pg's, anti i..; conse
quently a lahorious and fatiguing: operation, W)~(';1 th8 
space flf water to be crm:sed j" considerable; n,CTC i" a 
meHlOl in which a s;v:mmer mClY pa"', to grc:)1 di~tances 

with milch facility, 1:v means of a sail. Thi:; di~COH:rV I 
~ . . 

fortunately made by acciden~, and ig. the followi:lg 
manner: 

" 'Vhen I was a boy, I amu~('d myself' one day with 
flying a paper kite; and approaching' tll" bank of <l pond, 
which was near a mile broad, I tied the string' to a stake', 
and the Jiite ascended to a very cORsiderable heig-ht ahove 
the pond, while I was swimming', In a littlc time, Lcijl~' 

(~('sirous of amusing lllJ:::clf with my kitc j and enJoJ"ing at 
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the same time the pleasure of swimming, I returned; 
and loosing from the stake the string with the little stick 
which was fastened to it, went again into the water, 
where I found that, lying on my back and bolding the 
stick in my hands, I was drawn along the surface of the 
water in a very agreeable manner. Having then engaged 
another bo-y to carry my dothes round the pond, to a 
place which I pointed out to him on the other side, I 
began to cross the pond with my kite, which carried me 
quite oyer without the least fatigue, and with the greatest 
pleasure imaginable. I was only obligee! occasionally to 
llalt a little in my course, and resist its progress, wben it 
~ppcared that, by the following too quick, l lowered the 
kite too much; by doing which occasionally I made it rise 
again. I have nev~r since tbat time practised this siDgular 
mode of swimming, though I think it not impossible to 
cross in this manner from Dover to Calais. 'fhe Packet 
boat, however, is still preferable." 

J ndeed, I think so too: for, "fith all dne deference 
10 the Doctor, he, or anyone, who was hardy enough 
to try the schenl£', lVould find himself, I believe, in a sad 
1itate of jeopardy, when in a large ~ody of water, with 
no other assistance. It might answpr for sportive exer
cise in a pond; but farther I s!J.ould be ,-ery sorry to 
try it. 

The princiJXlI art in swimming (witbout which ei'ery 
~th~r is of _,little ~vail). is to keep. the body in a due equi
hbnum. The tollowmg narrative, which furnishes an 
instan.ce o~ the presence of mind derived from a knowledge 
-~f SWlm~mg, and the prcsen-ation of life in consequence, 
IS submItted as not amiss, in treating this subject: 

" 'Vhen that rapid and dreadful conflagration which 
destroyed the Boyne man of war happened, a marine was 
peaceably sitting in his birth, with his wife and son a 
b~y about t~·'~:lty months old, just beneath tbe pl~ce 
~ _:'-'1'e the mlsf('rtune beg;m, and, finding every effort to 
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e~tape tbe tlames, in the ordinary way ineffectual, the 
man, with the greatest composure and presence- of mind, 
took from the pens a sheep of the captain's live stock, 
and bracing the boy on the animal's fleecy back, dropped 
them into the sea. There, said he, turn to the land, and 
God go with you. Encouraged by the man's resolution, 
his wife leaped into the brine, and the husband followed' 
after, supporting his companion above water, till the boats 
arrived to their assistance, when they were tal{en up, 
little worse for the venture. The sheep, with the greatest 
steadiness, was seen making for the sl1Ore, with young 
Ben. Bowline riding upon his back, like an infant river
god, to the vast delight of the spectators on shore, who, 
from the tenderest motives, finding themselves interested 
in the boy's safety, rushed into the watery element to 
meet the young n3:vigator, whom theJ presenily unslu:eptd, 
and succoured with tenderness, till he again fell into the 
arms of his adventuro\ls parents. The singuiari!y ot t.hi~ 

event attached the 'Patronage of a most liberal lady in the 
Isle of Wight, who, having prevailed on the mother of 
the child, to leave his future fortune to her guidance, 
declared in the most friendly manner, that, as the boy 
had began his naval career on a lamb, she would never 
leave him till he was able to end it like a lion." 

Another fact which may not appear uninteresting, I had 
'from 8. gentleman on whose veracity I can depend. It 
occurred sQme years since in his own family. At the 
period when hoops were in fashion, the ladies used, in 
half dress, to wear what were called farthingales. A party 
of pleasure sailing down the river Thames to Greenwich, 
were upset by the violenc~ of the current. Three of them 
unfortunately perished. But a lady, woo bad'on one of 
these farthine;ales, wa3 buoyed up by it on the waves. 
TelTified at her situation, she stilTed not a jo:nt, and her 
terrors and her farthingales preserved hlC'r life, by keeping 
her in a fair equilibrium. She floated down a tremendous 
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strea.m to \Yoolwich, and there was picked up l)ya cutters 

boat. 
In the comse of the narrative respecting the loss of the 

Boyne ship of wa.r, an invention which mig'ht be rendered 
greatly instrumental for' saving lives in shipwrecks, is 
described by the writer as follows: 

" The dreadful catastrophe of the Boyne, should be a 
warning to all captains) &c. to be guarded against similar 
accidents, bv having on board such instruments as are 
most effica~ious in preserving' people from drowning. 
A recent inv('ntion, caned the Colinette, has been much 
recommended on the.,e occasions. It consisted of a cop· 
per tube ill the torm of a crescent, with ,,·hich the expe· 
riment was made, weighing nearly five pounds, and is 
divided into several cells, or compartment;;;, lined with 
block-tin, so as to prevent the natural air pent up from 
escaping; and in ca"e of injury or accident to any of the 
internal divi"ion" of the machine, it would .still have suf. 
ficicnt power to float bodies. This bent tube i3 formed 
to fit the body under the arms, and any person may fix it 
on himselt; with the straps, in about half a minute. 
A trial of this instrument was made on the river Thames, 
October 15, 1801, off Greenwich Hospital, in pr~ence 
of 9Cveral scientific gentlemen. It was found sufficient to 
float the heaviest person, though unacquainted with swim
ming, the wearer having his feet at rest, while the arms 
were freely used out of the water. This instmlllent keeps 
the individual upright in the water, and enables him to 
float on his .side, back, or belly, with his hands and feet 
at rest, or taking a sitting posture, with his legs at riO'ht 
angle~ with his body. It may be made portable, of c~p
per, tm, or leather. In cases of shipwreck, many lives 
that might other-wisp peri~h would be saved, since a dozen 
Cl' twenty of tlll'''(~ in,:lrument;; could facilitate the mean!S 
of .'xtending rope,:, to a lee sl:orc>. and thereby S:lYC a 
I!Ulllerou- ('1'('". 
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I might continue to d,,'eil on this theme, until I 
SllOuld be wholly diverted from the subject of my present 
luemoir. But the shipwreck on the English coast (Sussex) 
in 1809, has so many awful and remarkable circumstances 
attending it, that I am induced briefly to mention it. 
" Six vessels under convoy of the Harlequin armed ship, 
Lieut. Anstruther, with a Heet of merchant-men, (th~ 
whole 23 in number) left Plymouth with a fair leading wind. 
The evening of the next day the wind began to blow, 
and the night became foggy. The Harlequin, mistaking 
her si;tuation, imagined she had weathered Beachy Head, 
and standing in for the land, the whole fleet followed 
her example. At 4. P. M. the Harlequin, with the six 
headmost ships, ran aground. The sailors were seized 
with hOlTor; the breakers dashed furiously against them, 
bringing the vessels in dreadful contact with each other, 
then bounding with the strokes, the instant after, with 
resistless violence, passed over the decks, sweeping every 
thing away in their progress. The shrieks of the suf
ferers, the cracking of the timber, the fluttering of the 
rent sails in the wind, the howling of the storm, and the 
roar of the billows, which threatened them ,with instant 
death, were enough to appal the stoutest heart. In the 
midst of their distresil, however, they did not forget to 
give warning to those ships thatbappily were afloat. 
Signal guns were fired by th.e vessels aground, 'and 
various rocketsexplQded on board the Harlequin, which 
providentially had the desired effect. The .remaining six
teen sail instantly hauled their wwd, and with difficulty, 
weathered the Head of Beachy, and lvere preserved. 
, "Their signals of distress collected a number of persons 
on the shore, most of them disposed to render every as
sistance in their power. But among them some, so lost 
to nature, ::f.nd her charities, as to be bent on no other 
o~i{'ct but plundering the unhap!,y wff'erers. 

:C 



IS LjUlti'S MUIOt!l. 

" !\fr. Ginn, of Lewes, was an instrumenf, in th'e hands 
of Providence, of saving one man, belonging to the Wey. 
mouth. He cast a line from the extremity of the clift' on 
board the separating vessel, which the poor man got and 
sccnred round hi8 body, and "Was dragged througb the" 
breakers, and up to the top of the cliff in safety. 

"The Harlequin was beheld at daylight, in a vcr! 
wretched state~ Her guns had been thrown overboard, 
to lighten her; and her masts were cut away. These 
mea<;ures, however, produced no permanent relief: and it 
became evident, that the ship must very soon go to 
pieces; to preserve the lives of the seamen was then the 
paramount and only consideration. At full tide, this ship 
was drifted to within a few yards of the shore; but the 
billows lashed the strand with that terrific violence, that 
to escape with life appeared impossible. A cask, with a 
hawser affixed to it, was, at length, let down from the 
ship, in hopes of reachine; the shore, which, after the 
failure of the two first attempts, was, by the blessing of 
God, cast to its destination. The hawser, in an instant, was 
firmly secured, and rendered tight from ~he "essel; by 
the assisistanee of the people on the beach. By this 
meam;, they got a passage (but a very dangerous one) 
trom the "ship to the shore, by which the crew, and a 
passenger were all preserved. A most awful scene now 
took place, fer, though every male had been so miracu
lomdy landed, the wife and two infant children of the 
passenger above mentioned, were still on board. The 
poor mother stood on deck, rending the air with her 
5hriek.~, and intreating tllat sOlpe means should be adopted 
for the preservation of her children. A sailor or two, 
less €?Xhausted, perhaps, than their meS3mates, at the ex
tn'me hazard of their lives, pushed off a boat, and at
temptf'd to "hach that ve@sel, which they had under such 
threatening auspices, but a few minutes lJcfon: abandoned.. 
The pr(lgre~B of this boat was wat£hed by those, who 
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had not the p~eservation of their o\vn lives more imme· 
diately to attend to, with an anxiety, which may better 
be conceived than expressed. For some time- the general 
opinion was, that these compassionate sailors would be 
lost. The kind hand of heaven, however, guided the 
tottering bark to the side of the ship; the sailors now 
called aloud to the mother to dcse-end, expanding their 
arms to receive her; but this she peremptorily declined, 
until her children were secured; for the thoughts of see· 
ing them periQJb, were more than she could bear. The 
men, by the divine blessing, were enabled to perform 
tlaeir dangerous task witb success; the children they 
lashed to their bodi~3, who were, with the affectionate 
mother, brought safe to land. 'rhey were received by 
the friends on the beach with tears and shotits of exul. 
tation, and were treated with that tenderness which thpir 
condition required. A very short time after, the Har· 
lequin split, and waf; presently reduced to fragments. 

"The ~Iiddleback was a Prussian ship. The crew 
consisted of thirteen men, eleven of whom perished. The 
preservation of one man was very wonderful. Mr. De. 
renzy, a lieutenant in the 8Ist regiment, diseovered a 
poor marineer in the agont~S of death, sGmetimes be
neath, and sometime~ above the surface of the billows, 
feebly buffeting the waves, with the hope of being yet 
enabled/to reach the shore. Mr. Derenzy's feelings were 
now wrought up to the highest pitch; 'I will save that 
poor man,' said he, ~ or perish in the attempt,' and in
stantly plunged into the sea, and fur some time was lost 
to observation. In a little while,. he was seen grasping 
firmly part of the man's habiliments with one hand, while 
with the other, he attempted to make good hi:; return to 
land. At this moment, a heavy frag-mf'nt of the wreck 
struck Mr. ·Derenzy on the temple; the blow w'as forcible, 
and deprived hjm of his sense!'. lIe ~till held the P!1or 
sailor in his grasp, tilllo§t, as it were, in the torp0r of 

·C '2 . 
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death, both sunk together. Another gellilclnan, an officcr 
in the same regiment, resolving. to die with, or to save 
his friend, flew to his assistance, and soon after, ~l three 
appeared to be nearly lifeless. At this sight, the most 
feelino- anxiety was manifested by the subordinants of the 
81st, ~vho were ~tanding by; , Our officers are perishing; 
~aid thf'Y, 'let us save them, or die with them!' In a 
moment, these men cnlinked their arms together, and. 
instantly were immersf'd in the sea, and brought the 
three objects of general solicitude to land. All three, 
wilen they were brought to the shore, were senseless, 
hut afkrwards were restored to their country and 

friends." 
I have taken the liberty with my readers, of introducing 

this painful nan'ative, under impressions which have fre· 
quently stmck me during the course of my life. I am 
well aware that many invpntions haye been tried to 
l'cse,:[: persons from the honors of shipwreck But, I am 
('on '.":'ent that much, very much, yet remains to be done. 
It must be evident, from tItis painful narrative, to every 
man of ~(t''''(', that at every point of dangpf on the English 
and Iri~h toast, aE the means of preservation which human 
ingpnuit/ cal'. Illvent ought to be deposited-be ready 
., ~.tin"t the hour .. ;' daneser, and (under the blessing and 
c;uidanf'c of Ahm:;r.ty God) numbers of persons would be 
~avpd to litl', and consequently, in many instance.", to re
penta.nf'c,. witO peri.,h immaturely, and are plunged into 
derIllty, III an awful-tremendous-and, it is much to be 
fi~ared, an unprepared monwnt. The encouraO'emcnt 
i:,iven L,y th£' Frp'1ch gov('rnm~nt (when France~ h~d a 
go'{{:rnme!lt) to ma!~0r" of this kind, is well worthy our 
attention. 'I'll" conduct of eOIl;:;sard was far more de~erv
illg a civic crown, than m:my of the most boasted act:; 
among the ancients, or moderns. It ought to be univcl'
~;d!y known. It is one of the"c jnt('r('~ting documents to 
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apologize for the insertion of which, would be an insult 
to every re<J.4cr of taste, feeling, or humanity. 

Extract of a letter from M. De Crosne, Intendant of 
Rouen, to Mr. Neckar, Director General of the Finances 
of France, Dec. 17, 1777. 

" The 31st qf August last, _bout nin.e o'clock at nigllt, 
a yessel fi-om Rochelle, laden with saft, with eight hand .. 
and two passengers on board, was blown towards the 
breakers of Dieppe. The wind. blew so hard, and th~ s(>a 
was so violently agitated, that a coasting pHot cOtlkl not 
get out to bring her sate into port, though he attelnptefl 
it fOUf different t~rnes. Anothe~, pilot, named Boussard, 
a man of courage and resolution, perceiving that tIle 
helmsman was steering a wrong coun;;e, which would ex
pose the ship to alm03t inevitable destruction, endeayourcd 
. .by signals, and a spe~king trumpet, to set him right; but 
the darkne$s of the night, the whistling of the-ow inds, amI 
the roaring of the wav,es, prevented the· captain from 
either ~eeing or hearing, what, if Sl':'ll or heard, might 
have saved his yessel, which .' :)\)11 l'L).n aground, about 
thifty fc.thoms beyond the breakc:>rs. 

" Struck with the cries of the un((n'l:unate crew, wllO 
were just going to perish, Boussard t';mued the g'enerou<; 
resolution to cany them assistance at the ri'itlue of hi" Iili': 
be was deaf to the remons~; ;(fll'eS of hi" li'iCl~ds, who 
represented to him the impossib':lty of succp,,:;;; and sent 
away his wife and children, wi,o endeavoured to <iivcrt 
him from his design. He ti-::?J a rope round his body, 
fastened the end of it to the pit.~r, and, plmlged into the 
sea, to carry another rope'to the vessel: when he had got 
near her, a wave bore him away, and left hiel on the 
shore: he was thus borne back twenty times, after as 
many efforts to gain the ship; his ardour, however, W<.1:' 

not in the least abated, though he was severely hart by 
being' rolled violently u,:'on the beach: he h'aped again 
into the sea; a waye carried him under the yesse}, he was 
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then thought lo~t; but he soon appeared again, holding iR 
his arms a sailor, who had been washed off' deck, and 
whom he brought motionless, and almost without life, 
to land. 

"He, after numberlesl; efforts, reached the ship; threw 
the rope he carried, on the deck: such of the crew as had 
still atrength sufficient left, tied themselves to it, and were 
drawn safe to shore. 

" Boussard now thought he had saved the whole crew, 
overcome with fatigue, his body all bruised, he went with 
difficulty to the hut, where the people had placed the un .. 
happy men, who ° had, through his means oscaped death: 
there he grew so faint, that he fell down aad swooned 
away. Some helps were administered to him, he threw 
up the salt water he had swallowed; and he was just 
recovering his spirits, when he was told, that groans were 
still heard from the ship; he instantly broke from the 
arms of the people that were assisting him, ran down to. 
the sea, plunged again into it, and was happy enough to 
~ave another man, one of the passengers, who lashed 
l1im~elfto a part of the ship, but had not strength enough 
to g-et oW when th -; crew escaped by means of the rope. 

" Out of the ten persons who had been on board, two 
£!n1y perished, and their bodies were found the next 
morning: the other eight owed their lives to the intrepi
dity of Bou~ard. 

" DE CROSNE." 

'Ir. X ecker h3.Ving commul".tcated tbe contents of the 
above letter to the king, and taken his majesty's orders, 
writ the following letter with his own hand, to the pilot 
of Dieppe :- -

., BRA 'i~ MAS-It was only the day before yesterday 
that I reCl'l\oed an account from the Intendant of the . , 
courageous actIOn you performed the SIst of August, and 
I yesterday laid it before his majesty, who commanded me 
to expre~s to JOu the satisfaction he felt at reading it; 
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and to inform you, that, your behaviour has appeared to 
him in so amiable a light, that he has ordered you a gra .. 
tification of a thousand livres, and settled on you an an
nual pension of three hundred. I write, in consequence 
of this order, to the Intendant. Continue to give every 
iluccour in your power to those who may stand in need of 
it; and offer up your prayers daily for your good king, 
who loves brave men, and feels himself happy at having 
an ()pportunity to reward them. 

" NECKER, 

Paris, Dec. 22, 1777. _ Direct. Gen. of the Finances." 

The young monarch's conduct in the above affair, docs 
him no less honour, than Boussard's humanity does to 
himself and his country. Happy would it be for subject5, 
jftheir kings always gave away the public money for sucb 
purposes. And does not this authentic fact demonstrate, 
more than volumes, the guilt of those regicides who robbed 
Franc~ of such a sovereign. 

Persons brought on shore from wrecks, and, in some 
instances, bodies thrown on land by the violence of the 
waves, might frequently be restored to life, if the inha
bitants were acquainted with the means of restoring sus
pended animation, and had at hand proper conveniencies 
to C3lTY these means into effect. 

A Society instituted for that purpose, in London, have 
practised· nearly the following treatment, which has been 
attended with happy effects, in almost numberless cases. 
,In lifting the body, great care is taken to save it from 
oontu!?ions, violent shaking, rough handling, rolling on the 

- ground, or hanging by the heels. The head is peculi
arly guarded from being suspende~ downwards. The 
unfortunitte person is used to be carried, in removals from 
place to place,- in the arms of men, or in some sort of 
carriage laid on straw, with the head somewhat elevated, 
and kept as much ai possible at ease. 
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'fhe limbs are afterwards dried with a clotll, and a 
moderate heat is applied, but the patient is never br~ught 
too ncar a larue fire. The chamber is freely ventilated, having 
the windows~ open to admit a pure current of air, which i!ll 
found of great benefit. A number of persons are not suf .. 
fered to stop in the room, as a crowd always prevents a 
free circulation of the air, and besides, causes a confusion 
which cannot fail to retard recovery on such occasions. 
The best application of warmth is procured by keeping the 
patient in a bed or blanket moderately heated. Bottle!1> 
(;f hot water arc to be laid to the feet, joints of the knees, 
and armpits. 'Varming-pans, or hot bricks wrapped in 
cloths are rubbed owr the limbs, and particularly along 
the back. Young and . healthy persons, are made to lie 
along side of the patient, and the warm im;ide garments 
of some individual;:; present, or the skin of a sheep fresh 
killed m·e found of much advantage to wrap the body in. 
A·hot-bath, brew-house, bake-house,.or any fabric wherein 
warm lee!', ashes, ember", grains, sand, &c. are kept, if 
contiguous, have proved serviceable to place the body in. 
But in such applications, precaution is re.quired, that the 
degree of heat shall not much exceed that which suits a 
person in health. 

After such a preparatory process is made, a variety of 
tltimulating means are tried often with success. Blow 
with your mouth into the patient's lungs, closing his nos
trii" with one hand, and quietly expelling the ail· by 
pressing- the chest closely with the other. One being 
constantly employed in this way, another should, by 
means of a pipe, or fumigator, (sllch as are used in ad
ministering tobacco clysters) throw up the smoak of 
to,bacco into the bowel". In the mean time, rub.the belly 
,,?th coari'e cl~t~s ol"fi.a~nels, dipped in brandy, rum, 
gm, or other spmt,:;, or With dried salt, but so as not to 
take oW the skin. At the same time, apply to the nostril;;, 
and rub on the temples frequently, spiritii Qf hartshorn, 
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"otatile salts, or the like, occasionally shaking and chang
ing the position of the hodJ. 

'Vllen ~igns of returnin~' life begin to appear, such as 
!'ighing, gasping, twitching, convulsive motions, beatings 
of the heart, and revival of the colour and warmth, it will 
be necessary to let blood in the arm, jugular vein, or tem
poral artery. Tickle the throat with a feather, for the 
purpose of exciting to vomit, and put snuff, or any 
oth~r stimulant to the nose, to provoke sneezings. Ad
. minister now and then a tea spoonful of warm water, to 
ascertain whether fJ\e patient can tswallow, and, if so, 
you may give a table spoonful of warm water,or hrand,v 
and water, but never before the power of swallowing" 
returns, as the liquor might get into the lungs. 

Tbis kind of treatment, as circumstantially 'descrih£'d, 
should be repeatedly continued for two honrs and upward~, 
if even no symptoms of life are percch-ed, as there an~ 
many cases recorded in the accountil published by the 
Humane Society, when the patient has been restored after 
a longer suspension of the animal function. In ca~{'.;o 

where the individual remained but a short while under 
water, breathing strongly into the lungs, or throwing 
tobacco smoke into the bowels, have soon effected a reco
very, but although restoration prove tedious, people 
ought not to despair, but proceed with unremitting spirit 
in using the specified means. It is consoling, that the 
applications are so simple,. that ordinary persons can put 
them in practice, but it is highly expedient to procure the 
professional . assistance of reg"ular practitioners in surgery 
and medicine, whenever such valuable aid can be obtained. 
Because bleeding" is always needful, and, moreover, that 
the surgeon and physician will be expert and capable to 
lise such precautionary and actual remedies, as the differ
ence of the patient's case and constitution may require on 
the spur of the mOJJ;l.ent. 

D 
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The Humane Society (who happily proved jn~frument~l 
in ~aving a JIlultitude ~f livcs, which withont. t~ei .. exer
tion.;;, had been inevitably lost) recommend a sInl1lar treat
ment in various other instances of apparent decease, viz. 
banrrina, suffocation from mephitic damps and noxious 

e e d .. 
vapollrs, such as issue from coal-mines, confine aIr In 

wells, cisterns, caves, or the mist of fermenting liquors; ?s 
also, when persons are seized with convulsions or apo
plectic fits, and when frozen with extreme cold. It ha~ 
been proved by salutary expcri('nce, that in the timely 
and spirited n~oft~s8 easy, althou'lh excellent methode 
of recovery, fellow creatures might be frequently rescued 
out of the jaws of death, and it is lamentable to ]mow, 
that by reason of the vulgar ignorance respecting such 
simple applications, which are every where at hand, many 
an individual has beeilleft to suffer an untimely and sud
den dissolution. 'Vhere' cases often occur in these islands 
to seafaring men, and those whO'indulge in swimming, a 
skill to practice such means of restoration is invaluable, 
and it belongs to the affluent and benevolent of all classes, 
to render the operation of them as umversal as possible. 

The following <,xtraordinary case, published by surgeon 
J raIl of Manchester, of a gentleman restored from drown
ing, ought to stimulate individuals to use tile means pre
Rcribed \"ithout despairing of their being cro,vned with 
the wished for success :-

., At Black Pool, on the 7th September, 1786,. as W. 
Tidd, Esq. was bathing (the weather being tempestuous 
and t~le tide ebbing) he was taken off his feet, and b; 
the Violence of the waves, involuntarily carried out to sea 
to the distance of a mile. Some gentlemen on the beach 
?<l:" him, and .declared the impossibility of his returning 
UhH': and bemg exhausted, he called out, but too late 
t~)r ;~ll.\ help to he ~i\'en to him. He went down, and was 
,·.:!Tl~d (Jut .h:1, the trde two miles or. more to sea. A purse 
(It thirty gnll.eas was coilectf'ci, and offered to the fisher. 
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Hlen to recover the body, but was refused on account or 
the danger; when Messa·s. Horton, Fenton, and Silveste.', 
launched a boat, and, amidst numberless dangers and diffi
culties, brought the body to shore in about forty minutes 
after he ceased to call for assistance, 

" The body, when brought on shore, was to anpearan:::e 
dead, as tltere seemed to be an entire extineti!1i1 f)flif,~ and 
vital heat; (for those gentlemen ,;:ItO had ob W-L'cd Iii m from 

tile first, were confident, that he had been under water .f01'~lj 
minutes). His eyes were fixed, anJ gre:ltly inflamed, 
and the pupils Bluch dilated. Warm blankets were pre
pared, in whieh he was carried to his bed, made very 
warm. From the boat to the bed, there was certainly the 
space of ten minutei; so that nearly an hour elapsed before 
the re-allillltlting process was commenced; I insisted on 
the a'isistants only staying in the roo'm. The apparent 
corps was dried well with warm flannels; his head fo
mented with hot brandy, and bottles of hot water applied 
to the extremities.. with the application of volatiles to the 
nose and temples. In about forty minutes a grumbling 
noise was aea"d in the abdomen, and the pulse could be 
felt, though extremely languid, and warmth seemed gra
dually to ditl"use itself over the thorax, but the arms and 
legs continued of a dead cold. I n about an hour and a 
half I attempted to get down warm brotb by tea spoon
fuls; even at this time there was not the least power of 
deglutition, and the attempt gave him gt'eat uneasiness. 
His extremities continued cold and motionless; he spoke 
incoherently. . Mr, Silvester intreated him to take a cup 
of broth; which he did not retain more than a minute, 
and from the instant of his vomiting, he became perfectly . 
sensible, but had not the least recollection ofha\'in~ 

answered before any questions. The hands and arms 
became warm, hut it was some time befi.)re his lpgs and 
feet were restored to their natural heat. In two hour" 
fmm the time of his b~ing put to brrL and "';0 /tours (Ind 

D9 
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.fi.fty minutes ti'om the time of hi~ drowning, we had the 
high satisfhction of having this valuable gentleman restored 

to the world." 
A reverend and leaflled gentleman of great talent, and 

known integrit,Y, addressed the public in a set discourse 
for the purpose of exciting a common interest in behalf of 
the benevolent body who associated under the title of the 
I I umane Society of IJondon, chiefly to rescue human life 
from drowning. The underwritten are exracts from it . 

.. One would wonder (said he) that snch an institu
tion as this, of so deep importance to mankind, should 
appear so late in the world. Have we anything wrobf { 
on the subject, parlier than the tract published at Rome, 
in the year 1637? And did not the proposal then sleep 
for many year,;? 'V ere there any more than one or two 
attempt~, and those not effectually pursued, till the year 
1 iDD ? By what steps it has bean since revived and car
ried into ('x('cntion, we are now to enquire. I cannot 
gi H' you a clearer view of this, than by presenting you· 
with a short extract from the introduction ·to the "Plan 
and HeporL~ of t!lC Society," published two years ago·.* 

" Many and indubitable are the instances of th~ pos~;ibi
lity ofl'estoring to lite persons apparently struck with sudden 
death, whether by an apoplexy, convuli-iive fits, noxious 
vapom~, strangling', 01: drowning. Cases of this nature· 
hin e occurred in e\l'ry country. Hut they WPl:e considered 
and l!f.~l('ct( d, a~ extraordinal'.V phon omena, from which 
no salutary CUIli-icqucnce could be drawn . 

.. _It 11 H!::, it a few bencv~]ent g'pntlpmen in Hol1and 
1·(.nj~cturC'J, that some at lea<;t mig;ht have been saved, 
Ita<.\ {soper mean-; heen u~ed ill time; and f.)}·med tl!el11-
",-1\ C'. into a society, in order to make a trial. Their 
<l.ttelJipt succeeded tar beyond their expectatioll<;. Many 
y, t Tl' r~sto~' ·d, '"\ ]10 m t tl . h • Us 0 HT" I:-:e ave peri~hed, 
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And they ,,-ere at length enabled to extend. their plan 
over the Seven PrQvinces. 

"Their success instigated other countries to follow 
their example .. In tbe' year 1768, the magistrates of 
health at Milan and Vel'lice, issued orders for the treat
ment of drowned persons. The city of Hamburgh ap
pointed a similar ordinance to be read in all the churcnes. 
In the year 1769, the Empress of Germany published an 
edict, extending its directions and, encouragements to 
every case, that afforded a possibility of relief. In the 
year 1771, the magistrates of Paris founded an institution 
in favour of the drowned. 

" In the year 1773, Dr. Cogan translated the Memojr~ 
of the Society of Amsterdam, in order to inform our 
countrymen of the practicability of recovering persons 
apparently drowned. And Mr. Hawes uniting with him, 
these gentlemen proposed a plan for a similar institution 
in these kingdoms. They were soon enabled to form a 
society for this excellent purpo.-;e. The plan is this :-

"I. The Society will pU41:~h, in the most extensive 
mannel' possible, the proper methods of treating 
persons in sU,eh circumstances. 

"II. They will distribute a premium of two guineas 
amon; the first persons, who attempt to recover any 
one L,k, i1 out of the water as dead. And this re
ward will be givl"n, even if the attempt is unsue
ce$i,Jnl, r~'ovided it has I ePH pur,;ueJ two bours, 

, aCCOl'tl!li~~' to the m~thod b;d down by the Society . 
.. III. Tlu·} "ill di~tribute a premiuID of four guineas, 

where 1 hl~ per;:;on is restored to lift·. 
;, IV. ~heJ will gi h~ one guinea to any that admits the 

body into his house without delay, and furni!iihes the 
necessan accommodations. 

"V. A number of rnr:cii<ai gentlemen, 1iring ncar the 
,plac~s where t1w~e disasters commonly llappt'U, will 
giye their assist~~ce grati:i." 
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" In the short: spaee from its first establishment in May, 
177i, to the end of Deeember, eight persons, seemingly 

dead, ,,"ere restored to life. 
In the year 1775, forty-seven were restored to l~fe: 

thirty-two of them by the direct encouragement and aSsIst· 
ance of the gentlemen of this Society: and the rest ~y 
medical gentlemen and others, in consequence of theIr 
method of treatment being generally known. 

" In the year 1776, forty-one persons were re5tored tct 
life, by the assistance of this society. And eleven cases of 
those, who had been restored elsewhere, were communi
cated to them. 

" 80 the number of lives preserved and restored, in two 
yeant and a half, since their first institution, amounts to 
one hundred and seven! Add to these, those that h';ve 
been since restored, and out of two hundred and eighty. 
four persons, who were dead to all appearance, DO less 
than a hundred and fifty-seven have been restored to life! 

,; Such is the success which has attended them in so 
short a time! Such a blessing has the gracious providence 
of God given to this infant undertaking! 

" It remains only to shew the excellency of it. And tbis 
may appear from one single consideration. This institu
tion uijites together in one all the various acts of mercy. 
It comprises all corporal (if I may so speak) and all spi
ritual benefits; all the instances of kindness, which can 
be shewn, either to the bodies or souls of men. To shew 
this heyon.:l all contradiction, there needs -no studied 
~loquence, no rile tori cal coloul'ing, but simply and nakedly . 
io relate the thing as it is. ' 

~, The thing attemptf'd, (lEd II.'J(. enly attempted, but 
actu<]lly performed, (~'o -h:s the g-ooG_n(~ -';'-. of God prospered 
the labours of these :o.'('rs Oi.' h:..:mki~-:d 1) is no less in a 
qualified "'t~ .. <;;c; (tar. restor:,1; life to the dead! 

" But is i~ ea~y for anyone to ccn::ciye a scene of 
deepnr ,11·..;t"f'~C- th" ~'.'" c· ... '-' _ .. ~~" •. n ~I!.". ;:'Ip~l::,c~e JOU are sumding by, 
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just when the messenger comes in, and the message is 
delivered. 'I am sorry to tell yeu-but you must know it 
-your hUBband is no more. He was making baste out 
of the vessel, and his foot slipped.--It is true, after a 
time, his body was found. But there it lies, without any 
iiigns of life.' In what a condition are now both the 
mother and the children? Perhaps, for a while stupid, 
overwhelmed, silent; staring at each other; then bursting 
out into loud and bitter lamentation! Now is the time 
to help them; by assisting those who make it their busi
Iless so to do." 

The same eloquent gentleman, after using several appo
~ite arguments of a similar tendency, in favour of this most 
laudible institution, subjoins' the following forcible re
flections. 

" Consider, I entreat you, how many miracles of mercy 
(so to speak) are contained in one! That poor man, who 
has lately been numbered with the dead, by the care and 
pains of these messengers of God, again breathes the vital 
air, opens his eyes and stands up upon his feet. He is 
restored to his r~joicing family, to his wife, to his (late) 
helpless ~bildren, that he may ag'ain, by his honest labour, 
provide them with all the necessaries of life. See now 
what ye have done, ye ministers of mercy! Behold the 
fntit of your labour of love! Ye have been an husband to 
the widow, a father to the fatherless. And hereby ye 
have given meat to the hungry, drhlk to the thirsty, 
clothes to the naked. For hungry, thirsty, and naked, 
these little ones must have been, had not you restored him 
that prevents it. You have more than relieved; you have 
prevented that sickness, which might naturally have arisen 
from their want of sufficient food to eat, or raiment to 
put on. You have hindered those orphans from wander. 
ing up and do~ not having a place where to lay their 
head. Nay, and very possibly, you have prevented some 
of them from being lodged in a dreary, comfortless prison. 
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" So great, so comprehensive is the mercy, which you 
have shewn to the bodies of your fellow·creatures! But 
why should their souls be left out of the account? How 
great are the benefits you have confeiTed ?n these .al~o! 
The husband has now again an opportumty of assIstmg 
his wife, in things of the greatest moment. He may now 
again strengthen her hands in God, and help her to run 
with patience the race that is set before her. He may 
~0'3.in join with her in instructing their children, and train
ing them up in the way wherein they should go; who may 
live to be a comfort to their aged pm'ents, and useful 
members ofthe community. 

"Nay, it may he, you have snatched the poor man 
himself, not only fi'om the jaws of death, but from sinking' 
lower than the waters, from the jaws of everlasting de
struction. It cannot be doubted, but some of those, 
whose lives you have restored, although they had been 
before, without God in the world, will remember them
selves, and not only with their lips, but in their lives, 
shew forth his praise. It is highly probable, some of these 
(as one out of the ten lepers) will return, and give thanks 
to God, real, lasting thanks, by devoting themselves to his 
honourable service. 

" It is remarkable, that several of those, whom you have 
brought back from the margin of the grave, were intoxi
cated at the very time when they dropped into the water. 
And at that very instant (which is frequently the case) 
they totally lost their senses. Here, therefore, was no 
place for, no possibility of repentance. They had not 
time, they had not sense, so much as to cry out, 'Lord, 
have mercy!' So they were sinking through the mighty 
waters, into the pit of destruction! And these instruments 
of divine mercy plucked them at once out of the water, 
and out of the fire! By the same act, delivered them from 
temporal and from eternal death! 
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" Nay, one poor sinner (let it nevel' be forgotten) '~':l9 
just coming down fi'om the ship, when (overtaken by the 
justice and mercy of God) her foot slipped, and fell into 
the river. Instantly her senses were lost, so that .,h~ could 
not call upon God. Yet he had not forgottell her. He 
~ent tho~e, who delivered her from death; at least, from 
the death of the body. And, who knows, but she may 
lay it to heart, and turn from the error of her W.1Y5? 

'Vho knows, but she may be saved from the second death, 
and with her deli \rererS inherit the i.:ingdom. 

" One point more deserves to be particularly rcnnrked. 
Many of those, who have been restored to life, (no less 
than eleven out of the fHHteen, that were s~lVell in a few 
months) were in the number oftho..;e, that are a repr,nell 
to our nation, wilful self-murderers. As many of the 
desperate men, who attempt this horrid crime, are meJi 
who have had a liberal education, it is a pity but the! 
would consider those fine words, not of a poor narrow-
souled Christi:tn, but of a generous heathen, nay, a Roman 1 
Let them calmly c9nsider that beautiful passage :-

" Then crowds succeed, who prodigal of breath, 
Themselves anticipate the doom of death: 
Though free from gUilt, they cast their lives away, 
And sad and sullen hate the golden day. 
o with what joy the wretches now would bear 
Pain, toil, and woe, t() breathe the vital air! 

In vain! by fate for ever are th~y bound ~ 
With dire Avernus, and the lake profound, 

-4\nd Styx with nine wide channels roars around!" 

PITT'S V IRQIL, 



CHAP. IJo 

Author's (01l,faut predilection for going to 5'( (t. Ilis 
Fafhfr tri('s to dissuade him from it, by taling him to 
behold four Seamen hung ill Gibbtlso Star!! of tlwir 
(" i:lII; . and E.loeculioll. Author accompanif's a lilT. 

II(lward on a l'isit to tile Country. • Account of jlJr. 
Jloil'fird's Uncle. 

I II.\ D not Jet attained my eighth year; nevertheless 
l5uch was my predilection in favour of a seafar;ng life, 
that it did not e::;capc> the oh,;;enoation of my father., He 
was much grie,ed at the di;,;coyery, and frequently laid 
hefore me in the most fond and anxious manner the dise 
trccses and dang-ers to which sailors are exposed. Giddy, 
unthinl{ing, -bent on marine pursuits, this had little effect 
on me. However, a circumstance happened at that time 
in Duhlin,* which in a great degree turned my mind 
a~ainst its favourite pursuit. It was as follow q , I have 
mentioned that it was the usage of my father to walk with 
me on the banks of the Liffey, and the quays Of the 
harbour. In one of these amusing and instructive little 
rambles whieh my affectionate parent always tried to turn 
to my advantage, he carried me (no doubt on purpose) 
alon~ the South-wall, and near the PiO'eon-llOllse in the 

~ b, 

dir£'dion of the' Light-house, where at present the wall 
is t'xteml<'d hy tbt strong and beautiful work which adds 
sc greatly tv the (l~lvanta:~'(r and ornament of the city. 
Hue were htl:;g in chain.:, on gibbet", four criminals, 

* In tDe )far 17G6. 
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whose dreadful offence almost appears to have called 
down the aveng'ing hand of Divine jUf'tice itse1t~ to arrest 
and exhibit them~ as terrible eX:Ill!lles to individual" ia 
general. They were purposely expo .. ed in the mouth of 
the harhour as a warning to seat~ring men. The ex
posure, and the whole circumstance of the affair pro\'ed a 
powerful dissuasive to prevent me, at that tinw, from 
entertaining the desire which before eng'agl>d my thoughts. 
I no lono'er wished for the se3.. The story of thi~ case is 

~ . 
so hig'hly interesting' that it may not be all1i~,.; to relate it, 
as a lesson to the thoughtless, and dissipated. 

A met'chant ship, the Earl of Sandwich, bound to 
London from Oratova, and laden with wine, ~pani"h 

dollars, gold d\lst and jewels, proceeded on her passage 
into the English channel, when Peter M'KinL',Y, boat 4 

5wain, George Gidley, cook, Richard St. Quintan, and 
Andrew Zikerman, mariners, conspired to murder John 
Cockeran, master, Charles Pinchent, mate, .hme" Pin
chent, mariner, Benjamin Gillespie, cabin boy, together 
with Captain Glass, his wife and daughter, and their 
servant boy. In pursuance of this inhuman plot, on the 
30th November, liG5, the conspirators keeping the night 
watch; ami the master going on the quarter-deck to see 
if all were safe, M; Kinley and Gidley knocked him on 
the head with an iron bar, and threw him overboard. 
The noise and gToans of th~~ master brought Captain 
Glass from below, who was murdered with his own 
s~vord: the Pinchents were soon dispatched in a similar 
manner; 1\11'0. Glass and her child imploring mercy from 
the ruftians were tossed into the sea. 

Having altered their course and made for the c;)a"t of 
Ireland, they landed on the 3d December, some league;; 
disbnt fi'om Waterfin'd. They then loaded a boat with 
trea~ure, and left the vessel witb her ballast port opened, 
and the two boys who survived in her to sink, as she soon 
di<l. Oqe of the h:>ys following the boat was struck on 

~2 
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the head with the gunwale, and drowned-the other Jad _ 
they saw washed from the ship's deck as she overset, and 
filled with water. They now flattered themselves that 
the deceased could not disclose their secret, or the sea 
give any evidence against them, and baying buried 250 
bags of dollars, they reserved in their possession and for 
use the remainder, along with the jewels and gold. Yet 
after all this extraordinary precaution, their appearance 
and prodigal manner of living caused them to be-- looked 
011 as suspicious individuals, and the ship which they 
thought could never stir from the bottom of the great deep, 
rose from her watery bed, and was washed near. W ater~ 
ford on the shore. The ship so circumstanced caused 
much speculation, and turned the suspicions of ~ome 
persons to the murderers, who had left the neighbour.-! 
hood and come to Dublin, where .they continued to pass 
thair tirQo in great excess and expense~ In the mean 
time two gentlemen repaired to Dublin, in the hope of' 
apprehending them, and having taken the necessary 
steps, Quintan and Zikerman were secUl"ed, and being 
examinod apart, they confessed the commission of the 
horrid crime; as also that their ruffian associates, Gidley 
and M'Kinley, sold dollars to the amount of £300 in 

. Dublin. By the means of the goldsmith who bought 
the silver, M'Kinley was seized, and two men who were 
immediately sent off to search tor the buried treasure 
which had been robbed from the ship, fell in with and 
took the remaining offender, Gidley, making his escape 
toward Cork, from justice~ which seems to have followed 
those murderous wretches with a swift and unerrino" step 

"I 1 0 , unh a I of them were brought to that conviction and 
awful puni&hment which they so highly deserved, and 
which even shews that an Almighty Providence, though 
fjometimes slow in interposing to \"i~it the wicl{ed for mUf. 
der, is by no means regardless of the blood of mall 

, crying from the ~-round for 'Ccngeqn~e! 

j. 
: . 
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When I was eleven years of age, I began to entertain 
a strong desire to leave llome. My father, ever anxiolls to 
cowply with my wishes, yielded to an offer which pre
sented itself, and consented that I should g'o with a friend 
of his to the country. This proposal was joyfully receh'cd 
by me, and preparations were accordingly made for my 
departure to the north of Ireland. 

The g'entleman who thus took charg'e of me, was going 
to visit his sister a Mrs. Hinds, near Killishandra, in the 
county of Cavan, and some other relations which he had 
in the county of Westmeath. But it was to his uncle, 
who was my father's great friend, that I was principally 
indebted on this occasion. On my father's application, he 
recommended me to his nephew, with the warmth of a 
friend, and the authority of a parent. This gentleman, 
whose name was Howard, was a respectable merchant in 
Jervis-street. He was a man well acquainted with tbe 
world and all its vanities, which he happily foraook for the 
more solid enjoyments of religion, and the more laudahle 
pursuit of virtue. An account of this excellent man has 
been publishe<i by a learned and pious gentleman, who 
informs us in consequence of his g'i\'ing him to under
stand, that an account of his life and COlWerS!On might be 
attended with public use, he drew up a narrative which 
the writer submits, f01, the most part, as Mr. Howard 
himself wrote it, and in his own words as follows: 

~, I was born in the county of 'Vestmeath, in the king
dom of Ireland, in the year 1721. My father was a 
reputable farmer, a person of great modesty, temperance, 
decency of conduct, and the strictest honesty. Though 
he gave abundantly to the poor, his substance increased. 
II~ took gTeat pains to bring up his children, bestowing 
on us, \ what in his eyes at least was, a liberal education. 

" Alas! neither Ius care nor his example had the 
desired (tftect on me. To lie and to ~wear were lesaom; 
1 had but too great a docility in acqulflug. In the mean 
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t illle however I made no efforts to controul my pas~onR, , , I . 
hut cherished them with all my might, so ear Y (with 
f-hame be it !'poIH>n) was I the slave of sin, a servant of 
~atan and a rebel again.~t the blessed God. , . 

"In 17H, I married the only daughter of a wealthy 
tallow-chandler and soap-boiler, in the town of Drogheda; 
Jived with my father-in-law to his death, learned his 
busine~:~) and in rig·ht of my wife, became heir to his 

fortune. 
" My wife died in 1745, and ,rithin two years I married 

an heiress as before, by whom I obtained a considerable 
fortune, which enabled me to enlarge the sphere of my 
bu:'.:nes3, which I now carried on with great success. 

" In 1755 I was sworn in mayor of Droghe~a. I now 
indulged in riotous excesses, whi<.h brought on that 
punishment which Providence has, in the natural course 
of things, connected "'lih intemperance. Defore the year 
of my mag'istracy was expired, I was seized with a fit of 
the gout, and remained three months in the utmost 
torture. My irrelig'ious situation left me no resource in 
God; my impatience was uncontrouled, I often wished 
myself dead; but the God of all mercy was deaf to my 
wicked prayers, and restored me to health. I knew not 
then how to admire the riches of his goodness and for
bearance, and had no idea of that unutterable kindness 
for which he had reserved me. 

"\Vhen my anguish in some measure abated, my 
conscience f;pverc1y rebuked me for continuing in sin and 
rebellion against a merciful God. I determined, (but 
alas! in my own strength) to lead a new life, and never 
more to offend. The consequence was what might be 
eXFected; where there is no other dependance but in 
the arm of flesh. As soon lU; health and stren2ih per 
.0

' mltted, I brake through all my resolutions. 

" I went on .i~ a continual hurry of business, all ap
pearance of relIgIOn ceased, puhlic and private worship 
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wt're botll neglected entirely; worldly business and sen
~nal gratifications by turns engrossed me; and the 
hountiful Giver was never mentioned, except in blas
phemy and profaneness. What blessing could indeed 
attend a life spent in the service of sin, and in rebellion 
against the Most High? Surely nothing hut his tender 
mercy could save so vile a wretch from total perdition. 

" I had removed from Drogheda to Dublin, and engaged 
in mercantile business; where my affairs soon h(,f':llne so 
deranged by my imprudence, that I was ohk·;d to fly 
from my creditors (who Wf.'re justly exasperated against 
me) to I,ondon. 

"After my failure in November 1770, my heart, still 
unhumbled under the mighty hand of Cod, remained 
under the power of sin, amidst all the varie~'ated scenes of 
flight, exile, and distress. In London I found a new 
world overspread with allurements to captivate my soul, 
and my - conduct was, as before, equally foolish and 
wicked. There is, howC\'er, such a thing as satiety in 
vice, even where the real love of it is not all dimini5hed. 
This was my case. The large draughts of sin and folly 
which I had taken in the metropolis, occasioned it. I felt 
a wish to retire to some remote corner of England, where 
I might live at a cheaper rate, and safe from my creditors. 
a generous thend .proyidentially supplied me, at a tim~ 
that I was in the deepest distress, mil! e,wbled me to put 
this scheme into execution. 

"I left London about the middle of :May 177'2, with a 
view to retire into Yorkshire. In this journey I reached 
the Humber, a large river which divides Lincolnshire from 
Yorkshire. While I waited for the passage boat, I ob
served, on the opposit? side, some miles to the left, a 
beautiful village, standing on an eminence near the river, 
finely adorned with trees and stately buildi~g'<;' To me 
it seemed an earthly paradise. Better than that it proved; 
for there my heaven began. I was informedi ~);J.t its name 
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was FClTiby, eight IJliles from Hull; several of whose 
opulent merchants adorned it in the manner which had so 
5trono-ly feasted my sjaht. I felt myself., however, deter-

~ ~ . 
mined to live there, and found a public house for my 
reception. The village fully answered my ideas; beauti
ful beyond description, by its delightful situation and 
elegant improvements, where was a church served by the 
Rev. Joseph Milner. He was a lecturer at the High. 
Church in Hull, where he resided, and taug-lIt the public 
grammar school there, and preached on Sunday mornings 
at Ferriby. I went constantly to hear him, thoug-h with 
no other motives than that mechanical kind of habit 
which disposes us to do as our neighbours. Little atten
tion did I pay to any thing that came from his lips. His 
sermons seemed long' and tedious, worldly sorrow left no 
room with me for pious meditation. I ft>!t miserable in
deed, but had no idea of applying to that which alone 
could malie me happy. 

" Indeed the transitory things of time and sense can 
malw no man happy. In the time of my greatest pros
perity it was with me, as with every person who is a 
stranger to the grace of God, 

" That cruel something unpossest, 
Corrodes and leavens all the rest." 

I passed some time in a distressed state of mind, reflect. 
ing with bitterness on my hard fate and worldly trouble. 
About the beginning of August, instead of go in/)" to church 
on the Lord's day as usual, I sauntered by th; river-side 
to kill time; when I was seized with a violent disorder in 
my head, and tell down terrified, dreading I was at the 
eye of death, and prayed to God to spare me which he 
~ercifully ~iJ.. In an hour's time I arrived ~t my lodg
Ing", and III a few dnys recovered from my frig-htful 
apprehensions of a sudden death. But a yiolent head. 
ach ensued, the anguish of which, in a great mcaure, 
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dissipated my worldly sorrow. I concluded that the 
judgment of God was upon me for neglecting publi~ 
worship, which I therefore determined to omit no more. 

"I now paid more attention to the preacher, who, I 
f)bserved, seemed to enforce his doctrine with much 
earnestness, and positively declared, over and over again, 
tbat except a man be converted~ It~ could not see the 
kingdom of God. All the conclusions I dl'ew from such 
assertions, were, that too much learnillg had made.llim mad. 

"On Sunday, March 28, 1773, my happine~s began, 
though it appeared to me a day of terror indeed. How
ever, it was the day on which the fwr of the Lord, whicTt 
is the beginning of '(cisdom, took hold of Illy rebel heart. 

" Mr. Milner preached from these words, ~I({n,:d not at 
tltis j for the hour is coming, in which all that are in their 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall (oml' forth,. they that 
have done good unto the /'CSllrl'l elion of liji', alld the!! that 
have done evil unto the resm-rection of damnation, No 
sooner was the text delivered, than the word reached lll,lT 

heart, quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-edg'cd 
sword; insomuch that I quaked and trembled. ,roe iii 
IDe! thought I, for I am undone. The vengeance of God 
has at last overtaken me for my numberless crimes. I wa", 
so confounded, that I knew not a word the preaclwr 
delivered after giving, out his text; en'll that I forg'ot. 
On returning home, I begged my host to shew me the 
text. On looking over it, I told him, J \\ a~ lindon?, that 
the words it contained condemned me to the re~urrection 

of damnation': that instead of doing good, I had spent 
my whole life in doing evil. lIe endeavoured to comfort 
me, but in vain. I now began to pray from a wounded 
.pirit, and humbled myself before God, confessing' my sin, 
and crying out for mercy, jf peradventure he would hear 
me. Cards, and various vanities which I before follqwcd, 
appeared now so unsuitable to my condition, that I gave 
them up altogether. But how to be pardoned for my past 

,F 
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sm~, 1 knew not. They remained a heavy burden on my 
soul. I retired ewry day to a gTove at a little distance, 
to pray and read the bible, a book I had rare? looke.d 
into for many years. I could open no part of It, but It 
shewed me what a hell-deserving sinner I was. This in
creased my affliction, I now deeply lamented my deplora
ble state, and wept bitterly for my sins; my r~jection or 
my father's good counsel was as a dagger to my heart. 
I continued the whole week without hope, dreading that 
the wrath of God would cast me into hell, never thinking 
of a ~a,iour, but imagining that my sins were too 
heinon-; to be forg·iven. 

" The next Sahhath, Mr. Milner preached trom the 
following' words: God so loved the world, that he gave his 
on'.!! begotten Son, that .dIOSOf:l'eI' believeth in !tim, should 
1/ol jJ(,l'ish, but h([~'f' n.'('r1([~ting life. For God- sent not hi., 
Son iuto the <i.'odd to ('olldemn the wodd, but thaI the 'li.'orld 
through hint might be "A Y ED. He proclaimed God's most 
gracious pardon for the most abandoned sinner, that wOll1d 
forsake hi" sins, repent, and believe in Jesus, whose 
preciolls hlood cleanset!l from all sins, however heinous or 
numerous. God be thanked, I received some consolations 
from that discour~e; hope revived, and gladness dawned 
withill me. 

" Satan, enrag'ed at my g'i,-ing up all hope of my own 
rig'hteousness, now cast a stumbling~ block in mv Wa\' in . . , 
hope of !;topping my progress, by filIi n 00' my mind with 

~ . 
Atheism. I was terrified beyond expression~ cold dropi-
of sweat fell from me. I arose from prayer, and ran about 
the grove as one distracted, strug'gling, but in vain, 
against the blasphemous il~jection. I was now helple;;,. 
illdepd! hut that God, .. dID is ni.!!,'/t to the brokeu heartcd; 
,t'iie\ed me, by fixing one of his faithful promises so. 
pO\\'el'ful1y ill my heart, that 1'1.'; athei--Ill was instantly 
burned up as htubblc. The promise \\ as, s('('k, and ye 
'/Ul/.' .lind, a promis(' m:i'th more to me, than all fre' 
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mines of Peru, which supported me in all my subsequent 
trials. I was soon composed enough to renew my suppli
cations, and to lift up. my heart in thanksgjying to God 
for my deliverance. My soul was filled with a pleasing 
expectation, that by seeking the Lord, I should surely 
find him. And I knew distinctly, for the first time, what 
i~ meant by resting on a diyine promise. I pressed for
ward with strong desire, labouring to see the Sayiour, 
w'ith the eye of faith, bleeding 'on his cross, and would 
have given the world to call him my own. And though 
I wavered often through the p{)wer of unlwlief, yet, on 
the whole, I constantly fed on the promise, seek a1}d ,'1(' 
shall.find. The shall of the Almig'hty was an anchor of 
hope to mJ soul, sure and si<'adfast, and I "as enabled to 
conclude that he would at length appear for my relief. 

" Soon after thIS, the tempter made a new atta(,k, and 
suggesting that, as I harl Ji,'ed to ~reJ hairs in the service 
of sin, I must, by a long course of repentance work my
self into a state of holiness, before I could be pardone(l : 
a mistake \\ hich cost me many a sorrowful hour: for no 
sooner had self ~et up his standard, than I felt my heart 
stony for the first time. Sometimes at prayer it seemed 
as it were a ball of iron within me. I could not now shed 
tears as before, which greatly distressed me: but I was 
not forsaken; the still, small, but powerful voice of God 
sounded:.;ome hours in my heart every day, drawing me 
with the cords of redeeming love. The Spirit of God 
caused my soul to aspire after heavenly things, and forget 
,worldly cares, a~ if I had been new born. .How wonder

ful art thou, Lord, in all thy ways! How great are thy 
mercies to the children of men! 

" I wrote an account of these things to my nephew a1 
.Dublin, giving him and the rest of my relations the best 
instructions I could, by which they mig-ht obtain the same 

.pr.ecious gift. They concluded that I was beside myself, 
,in consequence of which my nephew dispatched a friend to 

F2 
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visit me, who, on his return, removed their fears, by in
forming them of the change which had taken place in my 
conversation and conduct. 

" In March 1774, I went to London, and there heard 
various preachers of the Gospel of Christ. 

"After some time I returned to Dublin, mv nephew 
and the rest of my family received me joyfully. I re
mained with them about two months. 

" During' my short stay, I had some of my relations 
and acquaintance!" often with me. I laboured to convince 
them of their deplorable state by nature and practice, and 
to sI1f'w them the necessity of Com:('rsion. Nor were my 
labours I'.st: my wife was com-jnced of her unworthiness, 
'(va,.; led to true repentance, and was blessed with a sense 
of the love of Christ. 1\ fter this she declined in health, 
and departed this Ii it', having; hope in hf'r death, and 
entered into the joy of h(>r Lord. She was the first ripe 
fruit that God was plca,.;cd to bestow on my labours. 

" I longed to hear Christ'" ministers, and assemble with 
his people. Tht, Lord my God conveyed me in safety, 
where 1 enjoyed that glorious privilege, lherf'fore, praise 
the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his ben~fits, who 
pardoncth all Illy sins, and healeth all tiline i1!firmities." 

Such is ~lr. Howard's own account; and his residence 
among' us after hi,., conversion, though not constant, yet 
gave us large and frequent opportunities of discovering his 
spirit and temper. Those who r~joiced at the change, 
and those who were displeased, (for there were those who 
were di~plea8ed) had each an opportunity of observing, 
whetht'r it was some transient whim which had seized his 
imagination, or a solid abiding alteration, which made 
him quite another man • 

. lIe lived filr y~ars a s~ining example of every christian 
l'lrtue, an~ ~ad hm~ to give us the most convincing proofs 
~f the s~ltdIty o~ hIS conversion. His religious joy was 
~xtraord\nary; hIS fear of God was exemplary; his faith, 
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hoth for things spiritual and temporal, was of the most 
lively nature; his charity was uncommonly fervent and 
~tead i: the chastity and purity 'Of hiR manners were strik
ing'ly evident; and in genuine humility of soul, he was an 
edit:~ in'~' pattern to the Church of Christ. For a' number 
of years, till toward5 the eve of his life, he lived in a state 
of joyful communion with hia God. He could scarce dress 
him ;plfil1 a morning with sufficient haste, so eager was he 
to pour out his soul in thanksgiving to him whom his soul 
loved. His delight in puhlic worship was, I am well 
assured, little less than rapture; 11is whole soul was e:'.:(,1't· 
ed in it. For a year or two before his death, his infirmiti('.; 
increased apace. He felt tile consequence of his former 
iniquities in a very excruciating degree. The gravel, the 
asthma, a general debility, and a complication of pain~ 
and disorders, rendered life extremely burthensoIDe, and 
put to the severest trial all the graces he had attained. 
But his faith in the diyine promises remained unshaken; 
it even grew stronger and stronger amidst his trials. It 
had less to do with sense, and was more simply fixed on 
the word of God. His humility received also a wry gTeat 
jncrease. He lost those remains of self-conceit and self
sufficiency, which had somewhat stained his brightest 
graces. His faith was more pure and simple, his lo\'e wag 
more solid and genuine; his patience and meekness were 
truly admirable; the more so, when one considers the 
natural impetuosity of his spirit; and he waited for his 
dissolution with the calmest expectation of his eternal re8t. 
Finding himself rapidly decaying, he wrote to his daugh. 
ter, then in Ireland, a letter which he desired might not 
be transmitted to her till after his deceaS(>, in which he ex. 
presses, among other thing~, the strong'est confidence- of 
his expectation of being soon called to his Father's house. 
Very soon after, he was seized with slumbering .. , and con
tinued increasingly in this state until his death. He wall 
pbs~r"e~, ami~st his sluU1b~finS's at times, to sin~ hymns, 
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and a very little before his death, expressed his grateful 
wonder that God should ever take notice of such a rebel 
as he was. The last time I (the Rev. Mr. Milner) saw 
him, after waiting some time in the room while he re
mained insensible, he suddenly opened his eyes, and 
looked seemingly with some peculiar meaning at me. I 
told him he would soon go to Jesus; to which I heard 
him distinctly answer, "I hope I shall." And a little 
after he was called to eternal rest. 

" His looks, when language fai!s, new life impart; 

Heaven ill his looks, and Jeslls in his heart; 

He ft'eis the happiness that cannot fadE", 
'Vith everlasting joy upon hi~ head 

Starts from the flesh, alld gains his lIati\{' skies; 

Glory to God Oil high !--the Christiall dies! 

Dies from the world, and quits his earthly dod, ~ 
Dies, and rf:'.!"i\"f'~ the crown by Chri-;t bestow'd, . 

Vies into all the life and plenitude of God." 
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CHAP. III. 

Author, on !tis return to Dublin endravours 10 go (X:iilllhe 

Son of 3II'. lVilliam IIo'.l'!ml to America. B(ing di.s
appointed he eniers on board a ressel going to that 
Country. Is persuaded ~y his Father to forego the 
Voyage he intended. Dublin at that time badl,y .dr
cmrlsianced ill its Peace and Po/ire Establishmenl$ •. · 
Riots frrquent. Author tries to learn the use of tJl(,! 

Small Sword. Account of {(I.'O fatal DltCls. 

HAVING stopped six weeks in the country, with the 
nephew of Mr. \Villiam Howard, and being much grati
fied with the tour, fi'om the new scenes which it afforded, 
interesting to a young mind like mine, I returned t() 

Dublin. On my arrival in town, my attention became 
greatly occupied in expectation of going to NorthAmeri('a, 
in company with Mr. Howard's SOil, who had obtained a 
commission in a marching reg-iment, which was sen-ing 
th£-re. I lJe50ught my father to intercede with young: 
Mr. Howard to take me along- with him. But, althoug·1..t 
lIly indulgent parent agreed in compliance with my ardent 
wishes, to mention the matter to ~lr. Howard, there could 
be no situation procured in the reg'iment for a boy such ali 
I then was. I was obliged therefore to remain at home, 
and the disappointment very much distressed me. But I 
resolved at all events to depa'rt for America, and, in pnr- ' 
suance of my determination, I seized an opportunity whicb 
soon offered, of entering on board a vessel destined fOl' 
that part of the world. However, my- father being ap
prised of Illy purpose, interfered with the captain of the 
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ship, paid my expenses on board, and so prevent~d my 
intended plan of folly for a time. 

I remained at home a disappointed idler, and like most 
boys who have not received the advantage, the unspeakable 
advantage, of a truly religious education, became delighted 
with every folly that but too fatally captivate the juvenile 
mind. Did youth but seriously consider half the snare3 
and temptations to which they are exposed, they would 
perceive, that early industry and a constant application to 
business are, under the divine g'uidance, their best pre
servatives. 

At that period, the administration of justice was greatly 
relaxed in the city of Dublin. It was almost impossible 
for persons to walk throug'h some parts of the city (par
ticularly on ~ullday evening:;:) without encountering the 
most violent, and sometimes dang'erous assaults. Lower 
Abbey, and Marlborough streets, on the north side of the 
city, and the Long lane near Kevin-street on the south, 
were the places for general rendezvous for " Club.law," 
as it was vulgarly called. Here numbers of daring, des ... 
perate fellows, used to assemble, form themselves in battle 
array, and cut and mainl each oHler without either mercy 
or remorse. 

'Vhether influenced by these scenes of personal contest, 
or from a natural amI inherent love of a military lite I . , 
will not presume to determine; but at this early period 
of my life, the small-sword exercise became my favourite 
pursuit. But not meeting with a sufficient number of 
adversaries to exhibit my skill and keep my hand III 

practice, this in it., turn, of course I abandonoo. ' 

" 'Tis granted, and no plainer truth appears, 
Our most important are our earlipst rears; 
The mind impressible and soft, with ease 

Imbibes and copies what she hears and sees, 

And, through life's labyrinth, holds fast the clu~; 
That education gives her~ false or true. 
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Plants raised with tenderness are seldom strong; 

Man's coltisH disposition asks the thong; 
And, without discipline, the fav'rite child, 
I.ike a neglected forester, runs wild. 
But we, as jf good qualities would grow 
Spontaneous, take but little pains to sow; 
We give him Latin, and a smatch of Greek; 
Teach him to fence and figure twice a week; 
And, having done, we think, the best we can, 
~'aise his proficiency, and dub him mall. ,; 
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It might have been an over-ruling Providence that pre~ 
vented my pursuing so dangerous an acquirement as the 
small-sword exercise. Though, to an humble inuiyidual 
like myself, it may be naturally asked, what evil couLl 
probably arise from the science? I t requirf',~ ~o much 
hard-earned skill to become a proficient at thi~ weapon, 
that it is confined to the higher orders of society; and 
that perhaps more as the exercise promotes health, and 
contributes much to\yard an elegant deportment, than for 
its use in what are termed affairs of honollr. This fatal 
mode of deciding q uarre]s has for the most part g'iven 
place to fig'hting with pistols, which certainly pllt the 
parties more on a level; as they do not depend so much 
on bodily strength and agilit)'. ,Acc.ordill'~·ly, sillce the 
invention of gun-powder, pistDls have b"PH the most 
common weapons. For even in those caSh where the fire 
TIlils on both sides, combatants ilre not in general used at 
present to make a final appeal to the fiword. 

In this enlightened age it would tend to the honour of 
manhood to adopt some more humane mode of settling the 
differences arising between brave men. For the present 
practice (without departing for a moment from that love 
and respect which I bear the army) I am compelled to 
enter my humble protest against it. Humanity shudders 
at the idea-all the dearer ties and relations of life place 
themselves in array as'ailL"t the practice of it, whih.t 

G 
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religion aims her most awful thunders in eternal opposi
tion to the deed of blood. It is speciously urged in favour 
of duelling, that the nice sense of honour which inspires
the soldier, and respectable personag'e in society would 
become extinct in the abolition of it, and from this high 
motive it seems to be advocated as if it fed a laudable
spirit in the mind. This begs an awful question, which 
the man of !Joncrur himself will not attempt to decide 
or even approve of; because the laws of reputation, 
it is evident, should have a tendency to strengthen the 
relations of peace and amity, and, as much as possible, 
promote the sacrec\ interests of religion and piety. When 
the man of rank and distinguished condition begins to

aqjust the "point of honour," in this salutary way Pll1lctili~ 
lvill cease to commit murdel' and suicide, and then, and 
then only (in the faithful understanding and right 
economy of human life) the people of fashion will be 
honourable in truth and principle, noble ill good nature
and gentle indeed. 

" The point of honour has been deem'd of use, 

To teach good manners, and to curb abuse. 
Admit it true, the consequence is clear, 

Our polish'd manners are a ma&k we wear, 

And at the bottom, barb'rous still an~ rudf', 

're art> festrain'd, indeed, but not subdu'd' 
The very rem~·dy, however sure, 

, 

Springs from the mischief it intends to cur~', 
And savage in its principle appears, 

Tried, as it should be, by the fruit it il'~ar~J 
'Tis hard indeed, if nothing will Ut ftud 

Mankind from quarreb but their faia~ end; 

That now and then an hero must dl'c,'ase , 
That the surviving world may live in peace. 
Perhaps at last, close scrutiny may show 

The practice dastardly, and mean, and low • 
That men engage in it compell'd by force: ~ 
And fear, not t('IJH:gP, is its proper 'OQrc~,.-
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The fear'or tyrant custom, and the fear 
Lest fops should censure us, and fools should sneer. 

At least to trample on our Makt'r's laws, 

And hazard life for any, or no cause, 

To rush iHt~ a fix'd eternal stah', 

Out ol the very flam~s of rage and hate, 
Or sClId another shiv'ring to the bar, 
,nth all the guilt of such unnat'ral war, 

'Vhatcl'er use may urge, 01' honour plead, 
On reason's verdict, is a mad_man'~ deed. 

Am I to set my life upon a throw, 

Because a hcar is rude and surly? N 0.

A moral, sensible, and well_bred man, 

\"ill not affront me, and' no other can." 
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These remarks are not offered in severity, but fcoll\. 
humane motives, which an obscure llarmtor of common, 
but interc-;ting occurrence3, i~l publishing hig IlIlflffend-
. 'h H 'l', d l' mg memOir oug' t not to suppress.~; owevcr ue.l-'t~ 

ill g.:neral ought to be condemned, particular ca'iCS occur 
where , .. 'e)llust lament that the fortitude and honour of 
the combatants had not a nobler I3cene of action and a 
better cause, in which to Eacrifice valuable lives. The 
following case appears of .singular interest, and furnishc3 
a shocking example of the fatal effects of c!uelling- in 
general: 

"The Duke of B. having' received an airront fi-om 
lord B. at a ball given by the Imperial minister, sent him 
a challenge to meet him in Hyde Park, precisely at half 

'after fi ve the next morning. 
" Lord B. returned an answer, and accepted the chal .. 

lenge. He then visited several of his fi-iends, and was 
observed to be very jocose. He desired the messenger 
who calTied his letter, to bring his Grace's answer to 
Lieut. Gen. D'Lees, 'the gentleman whom he had pitched 
upon for his second, and with whom be lay that night, 
at his house in St. James's-street; which was done. 

G~ 
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About four in the morning his Lordship waked, and got 

softly up, without (as he thought> being observed hy 
his bedfe!low: and dressing himself, buckled on 11is sword, 
and fixed two agate flints in his pi,.t01"l, then charged 
them; but r('collecting' that his Crace'" ,,«,conus would 
probably desire to see them load('d, drew th(.;1)1 ag-ain. 

By this time 01<' General \,,~!: ;Iwake, and oh"(>nin~ 
hi,.; Lordship to take a book out cf his pO('l\et, ti!tll!;.>11t it 
improper to let him know he ,\ a"l observed, Il ~~ ] ,ord.., 
ship lmeeled down by a small.ia':~)('r table in the Genera}':; 
bed-room, seemed to pray with great (h'\otion ~)l' a 
quarter of an hour, ortell repeatill!!', just loud t'lloug;h to 
be heard, the errors of his .\ (~~lthi'\ll days, mul fnvclltly 
supplicated the Almighty not to impute them; a{'wr which 
he arose, and bade the General a,,"uk(', for h(' ,,"ould not 
willingly have his Grace, he s;1id, wait a moment, as tho 
morning was a little rainy, and coit! w Jhal. By thl' time 
they were dressed, it wantcdil\.~t half an hOllr of the 
appointed time: General DT,f'(, desired to view his 
Lordship's sword, and examin€'d the point and handle, 
then returned it, adding, that h(' heartily WIshed it was 
going to be employed in a cause more seryiceaple to his . 
country. His Lordship answered, but it could be oflittle 
consequence in that respect, let the event be what it 
would. 

" Just as his Lordship was opening the door fllr their 
d£'parture, the General desired to know if there was any 
thing' his Lordship thought proper to communicate; to 
l\·hi~';! he replied, it was very fortunate that he had men
tioned that, and delivered a letter directed for the Countess 
of E., des:l-in;!.' that he would give it to her alone, and not 
upon any consideration trust it to another hand' as for , 
his famil} affairs, he said they were already settled accord-
ing to his will,. On this they Immediately left the apart
ment, and arflved somewhat before the appointed time, 
i"d to(lk !"everal turns from the lodge to the tree, His 
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JJord~bip several times expressed wonder at his Grace's 
dday, though it was not two minutes by General D'Lee's 
watch above the limited hour, when he arrived, attended 
with one second only. 

" lIe bade his Lordship a good morning, and hoped 
they had not waited for them long; then pulJed out his 
watch, said he had hit it to a point; adding, at the same 
time, that h:' had rather die than break his promi..;e on 
such an occa~ion. II is Lordship returned the expression 
with thi~ .,ddition, that though they had waited a little, 
there was sufficient time left to dispatch the husine~s they 
were upon. To which his Grace replied, the sooner it is 
di T")C'~( d, the more leisure thCl'C will be bchind. In the 
interim thc seconds were preparing tbeir swords, and each 
one loaded his adver~ar.v's pistol,,; then agreed to the 
followjng terms, viz. 1, That the di,;tance of firing 
should not he less, at ('ither timp, tlwil S{,H'n ~·ard3 and 
a half. 2, That if either should be dang-erously wounded 
011 th" fir~t discharge, the duel ShOitld cea'iC', and the 
wounded l1('~-.:;on would own his life in the hand" of hi~ 
antagoni~t. J, That betw('en the firing' and. drawing; their 
l'ii\'or.1", there should be no limited time, but each should 
eodea"onf to make the first thrust. 4, Tlmt if either 
should yield, as in the second article, during the engag'e
ment with the sword, "heth<>1" hy a wound, false step, or 
any d!ll'r means, then the ('ng-a.'~:('m('nt should cease. To 
which four articles they hoth conscnleJ. Ilis G.·ace 
stripped oW his coat, which waR s~arlet trimmed with 
broad gold lace, when I.ord H.'s second stepped in to 
unbutton his waistcoat, on which, with some indignation, 
his Grace replied, do you take me to be a person of so 
little honour, as to defend m'y'":elf by such base means as 
hiding a shield under my doublet. Gen. D'Lee desired 
his C'xcuse, adding-, he wa .. honnd in honour to setr justice 
to the cause he had egpotlsc,L 



"Th~ BaIne ceremony pasBed upon hig Lordship~ who 
had already pulled off his coat, which was crimson witb 
broad silver lace; and bo~tb t~~ ~ombatants hein~ now 
ready, Lord B. added, 'Now, Ii It please your Grace, 
~ome on,' when they instantly both ~tepped into the circle. 
His Grace fired and missed, but Lord n., perhaps from 
more experience, knew thal. battles were seldom won by 
hasty measm'eR, deliberatel), levelled his, and wounded 
Ilis antagonist near t112 throat. They both discharged 
again, 'when hj:~ l .. ordsbip ITcl,ived a slight wound in hili 
(urn, on whi::h they instantly drew their swords, and 
impetuously t'h~~rged each other; Father each of Olem 
meditating the death of his advel s.'1ry than his own safety. 
In the fir;;;t or second thrust, Lord B. entangled the toe or 
his pump in a tuft of gras", and evadit~g a pu:,:oh fi'om his 
antagonist, fell on his right side, but supp0l1ing himself 
with the sword hand, by inconceivable dexterity sprung 
backwards, and evaded the push apparently aimed at his 
heart. 

" A little pause intervening here, his Grace's second pro
posed to his Lordship a reconciliation; but the ardent thirst 
after each other's hlood 50 overpowered the strongest' 
arguments of reason, that they insisted to execute each 
other's will, whuw-ver mig-ht be the consequence. Nay, 
the anger of his Grace wa" raised to such a pitch of Fe
Yenge, that he ill that critical moment swore, if for the 
future, either of the seeond3 interposed, h~ would make 
his way through hi.,; body. Thus, after finding all remon
strnncf'S of saving them without effect, the seconds retired 
to their limited distance, and perhaps one of the most 
~"trnf)rt1inary duels ensued, that the records of history can 
producf', fairly disputed hand to hand. The pa..rying 
~fkr this interval brought on a close lock, which Monsieur 
:Uurrel.lx say>. nothing but the key of the body can open. 
In. tillS r0"~t~on they stood for, I dare say, a minute, 
'~'l" \,i:lg to i.l~'{>ng-ag·t' each other by successive wrenches; 
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in one of which his Grace's swmod point got eRtan~led. ill 
the guard of his Lords\tip's, whicih, in fact, his l.orclship 
overlooked; so that this disadvanto.g~ was recovered. by 
his Grace, befure the consequenc.e, 'which it might b.a\"-e 
hioought on was executed. At last in a very strQRg wrcRcll 
on both sides, their swords sprung from their handli; lUi 
Lordsbip's flew six or seyen yards upright. 

"This accident, bow('VPr, did notretar.d tbe atfa:ir a 
moment, but both seizing their thistles at the same time~ 
the duel was renewed no ith as much maltW9lence a't ever. 
By this time his Lord"llip had reeeived a thrust tlmmglJ 
the il'lller part of bis sword arm, passillg rigllt forward to the 
exterior palt of his elhow, his, at the same time passing 
a little over that orhis antagonist, but alertly dran-ing hack, 
I think pru:tly before his Grace had recovered his push, 
run him through the hody a little above the right pap. Hi" 
Lordship',..; sword being thus engaged, nothing was left 
for his defence but a naked left arm, and his Grace being 
in this dangerous situation, yet had failo play at almost 
any part of his Lordship'!,; body; yet he bravely put by 
~'Veral thrusts exactly levelled at his throat, till at last, 
having two fingers cut off by dettmding the pushes, and the 
rest mangled. to a terrible degTee, his Grace 1001ged nil; 
Ilword one rib below his heart, and ill this alfecting CON

dition they hoth stood, without either being' able to make 
another push, and each of them, hy this time, was in a 
manner, covered with blood and g'ore, when both the 
~econds stepped in, and beg'ged they would consider their 
~ituation, and the good of their future state; yet neither 
would con~ent to part, nntil, by the greater loss of blood, 
which his Lordship sustained, in being tirst wounded, he 
fell down ~enseless, but in such a position, that he drew 
-his sword out of his Grace's body; but recovering him
~elf a little hefQre he was quite down, faultered furward, 
and falling with his thigh across his sword, snapped it ill 
tlle middle. 
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" His Grace observing that he was no longer capable of 
defence, or sensible of danger, immediately broke his own, 
and fell on his .b9dy with the deepest signs of concern, and 
both expired before any assistance could be got, though 
Dr. Fountain had orders from his Grace not to be out of 
the way, in case he should he called upon that morning. 
Thus fell these two gallant men, whose personal bravery 
history can scarcely equal, and whose honour nothing but 
such a cause could stain." 

This anecdote was sig'ned by R. Deerhurst, who, it is 
presumed, was his Grace's second. 

How afflictingly awful and full of sad reflection to the 
feeling heart is this case of inhumanity and horror! It 
would seem that man, even when the best educated, and 
the most gifted with a,lvantages of reason and civilization, 
retains the latent rooted principle of depravity which 
operates in conseqnences the most disastrous. How were 
two brave men thus sacrificed to their imaginary wrongs, 
each of whom mig'ht have stOO(\ as a rampart in the 
defence of his country! 

The following melancholy story from a periodical 
'work published in this city, I thought so appropriate on 
the subject of duellill~" that I feel disposed to submit it 
for the perusal of my readers: 

" Charles E--, was the son of a reputable citizen of 
Duhlin; he was well educated, and early in life succeeded 
his father in the respectable employn~nt of a trade~,man. 
On the demise of his father, the protection of his mother 
and two sisters, devolved on Charle,., whose amiable 
manners and social virtues, endeared him not only to hi~ 
relations, but to an extensive circle of friends. 

"Mr. E , soon felt his iml')ortance in societv. . , 
strongly impressed with sentiment;, of filial gratitude, he 
endeavoured to repay the kindness and affection of a mQ~ 
ther, \\ho had cherished his infancy, watched over hili 
youth, and been his monitre.ss in manhood. His sistcr~ 



LAMn's MEMOIR. 57 

were the objects of fraternal affection; and he considered' 
himself in the two-fold character of their brother, and 
protector. But notwithstanding the domestic tranquillity 
of Charles, his heart languished ror a still dearer inmate. 
Miss F., the daughter of an opulent merchant, sup
pliM that deficiency; and a passion at once pure and 
rational, conducted the lovers, with hearts throbbing in 
unison, to the temple of JIymen. The marriage was pro
ductive of felicity, and in seven years, four blooming chil
dren crowned the hopes and wishes of their parents. 
Success in business kept pnce with domestic happiness, and 
Charles was as remarkable for his probity as a tradesman, 
as his conjugal, parental, filial, and fraternal virtue. 
While we contemplate the enjoyments, and the steady 
tenor of Mr. E.'s industrious and temperate life, with 
the complacency ever excited by a prospect of moral or 
natural beduty, we are animated with a g'enerous wish, 
that no unforeseen incident, may intervene between him 
and felicity. , 

"On the arrival of two friends from the north of Ireland, 
they requested Mr. E. to accompany them through the 
city, to which they were strangers. After a fatiguing 
walk, they stepped into a coffee-house, as notoriot;,; for the 
!;ystematic gambling pursued there, as for the pxcellcnc(' 
of its accommodations. While the three n'j('nd" reg'aled 
themselves, a tall, athletic young man, with n fero,ioH"I 
aspect, strode into the box where they sat, and called fot, a 
bottle of wine. He continued silent for some time, and 
then followed up his first intrusion, by general dogmati~ 
assertions, in opposition to the sentiments of the friends. 
His natural brutality was now stimulated by wine, and he 
treated Mr. E. and his companions with t~le utmost inso
lence, told them his name was ***, that he was a gentle
man, and if any of them t!lOught themselves aggrieved, 
they knew their remedy. Mr. E. who sat next to the 
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iflh'uder, and tt} whom his discourse was particular!r 
directed, felt irritated and shocked. He beheld before 

..... him a barbarian, eagerly bent on destruction; he was not 
himself.a professed duellist, but he could not suppress his 
resentment, while his- heart dictatea the necessity of hffi 
a voiding- a rencountre~ that he might be able to continue his 
protection to an aged mother, an amiable wife, and four in
fant children. Indignant, however, at the insolence of 
-**-*, he replied to his defiance,. that his behaviour was the r 

,'ery reverse of that of a gentleman, and he would look 
upon him in no other light than that of an ill-mannered 
intruder. Mr. **.* started up, but was opposed by one
of Charles's friends, a courageous young man, who, 
althoug-h unacquainted with the laws of honour, was now 
desirous of \\arding the danger from the head of his mar
ried friend. But Mr. *-:1<* in"isted that the quarrel was at 
issue between him and Mr. ,E.; "when we have settled 
our busines~," said he, "I will be at yc;ur service." 
There IIOv.- remained no alterllati vt', and the alltagonist~ 
engaged to meet at a particular spot in the Ph~llix Park, 
at sun-ri~e next morning'. Till' du~llist then howed it> 
the ti-iends, and! c>ft the box. 

,. On his return home~ CharlC's felt hio..; hem-t tortured 
with niournful emotiono..;. lie beheld his truly venerable 
mother, his smiiillg "':fe, und prattling children, perhapii 
fur the last time. 'Vhen his mother retired to rest, 
Charles accompanied her to the chamber-doar, and kissed 
lWf h~lI1d, on which a precious tear of filial Ion- fell as she 
withdrew it = she was alarmed at til£' grief perceptible in 
his countenance. "Vhat is the matt(~r, my son:' exclaim
ed the good mother; 'has any miSitlltune happened r' 
, To-moITo\\", my dear parent,' replit·d he, 'I hope I shall 
be ahle to (-\:plain the cause of my present inquietude.
Good nig;ht!' 'God hless·and. p'C)tcct you my SOli' 

iaid his mother, while her eyer.; ~ist'-'Iied- wi:h m'atern;l 
ll.ve. Charle., ';OOJl afterwards rc! i,., d to bed, but not to 
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repORe, TlieJiuncertainty of the issue of a. duel, filled his 
mind with apprehension, not so ,much of the certa,inty of 
~)er;;omJ dallg'er, as the moral' and domestic -evils resulting 
from the murderous system of false honour. As a 9hris. 
tian., he had his scruples respecting the justice of the act, 
and could not reconcile to his conscience the immorality of 
meeting; an individual in mortal conflict; but as amau, he 
felt still more wretched; the idea of a fiRal separation frOll) 
a b~loved consort, endear-ed by innumerable acts of kind. 
nes!', and forsakinA' four innocent children, of whom he 
was at once the father and protector, wrung his heart 
'with unutterable ~nguish.. But Ii{-' mu:;t meet his allta· 
gonist; and he beheld the glimmer of morning with hor.,. 
for. If e hastily aril~e, dressed himself, and stealing' 
>;oftly to the bed-side, beheld hi:.-; beauteous j\ m,'='1ia, wiCt 
her Joung'c-;t child, in "iol,lnd repose; for ;\idf'1h, unlike 
lilsh:oi;able mothers 'in Dublin, suckled her own offspring. 
TIe bent over th(~m, and gently impressed, pcrhap.;; for the 
la;.;ttime, a ki.;;..:; on the ch"ek of eaeh. As he clo::ied the cham
ber door, he heard his wife turn herself in the bpd, the scum} 
.of her voice struck his ear, he heard her di,,;tinctly articulate 
Jlis name, and hurrying down stair..;, he hastened Into the 
·{~jr~d, ·wherC! he found one or his fiiend~" and a hackney 
:coach waitiwr to c.om"e\" him to the scene of com hat. 

~ ... 
" Ou tbeir arl'i\rai, the} found 1\11'. .. ,u·, with Lis watch 

in hi" band, attended by his second. 'I haye been waiting 
impatiently fi)r some minutes,' said he, ',I:> I W<lllt to di'i
Vcltch this business, having an affair to transact \\ ith a lady, 
when I have concluded (his with a gentleman.' The par· 
tips then went to the ground, where twph"c paces were 
measured with mathematical precision; they fired, but 
without effect. Their seconds, as usual, now interposed; 
Mr. R deciared his willingness to be reconciled, but not 
80 the lowering Mr. ;j,**, who, with the malig'nant brow 
of an assassin, exclaimed-' I am not satisfied, one of us 
must kick the bucket; I would not g'iye a damn for a duel 
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without bloodshed!' At the second fire, Mr. *11" wtU 

struck by a ball in the lower jaw, which disfigured his face, 
and deprived him of speech; but his precision was still' 
more fatal, a pistol bullet pierced the warm and generou i 
bosom of E., who with eyes turned towards heaven, and 
a querulous voice supplicating divine mercy, c\:pired 011 

the ~pot. His body was conveyed to the lodg'ing-s of his 
friend; but the fatal intelligence too soon reached home, 
where an aged mother, an amiable widow, and four inno~ 
cent orphans, exhibited a mournful proof of the evils result~ 
ing from that sanguinary system of duelling, which has for 
ages disgraced the civilization of Europe, and appeared 
with circumstances of peculiar enormity in lreland:1 

" The hero who asserts his country's cause, 
Claims and receives unqualified applause. 
The duellist devotes his life and fame, 
4-nd bartefs honour for an empty name~" 
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CHAP. IV. 

AutllOr in lists in the 9th Regiment of Foot. Acquires a 
Imou;ledge of Discipline. Suffers great privations by 
means of a Non-commissioned Officer who had charge of 
lzim. Desertiorzs were meditated in consequence of such 
abusts i but through fear, the Ulen forbore to tak{: so rash 
a step. Aut/tor much terr~fied at seeillg {4 Ulan ,flogged 
for Desertion. Hon. Geo. Rawdon (brother to the Earl 
of Moira) joins the Regiment. Account of JJJajor 
Bolton. Author by means uf bad comp(tn!/ falls illto 
snares in lVaterford. . 

I HAD now arrived at a remarkable epoch in my life; 
since it was that which in a g-reat measure g'a\'e a cast to its 
future operations. It was on the 10th of Augnst, 1773, 
then in my 17th year, when being seduced to gam
ing by some evil conwanions, with whom I thought
lessly associated, I lost my little all. This juvenile stage 
of existence is truly critical to both sexes. Forgetful of all 
the moral lessons 80 anxiously inculcated in lll'y mind by 
my father, I was blind to my danger, and united with 
those who became my corrupter:'>, and worst enemies. 
Afraid to return and tell my father Gf my indiscretions, 
who would have rebuked and forgi\'en me, I shrank 
from my best hope, parental adllloniti(m, and formeq tht:' 
resolution of entering for a soldier. Accordingly I went 
to one serjeant Jenkins, who ]iept a public house opposit.e 
the lower barrack gate, al1d enlisted with him for the 9th 
regiment of foot, which was then stationed in 'Vateriord. 
On the 24th I joined the regiI1H'nt, and was put into tlte 
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hands of a drill set:jeant, and taught to walk and step out 
like a soldier. This at first was a disagt'eeable task to me. 
During twenty-one days I was thus drilled four hours 
('ach day. IIowcH'r, havi ng at last rectified the most 
promin~nt appearance of my awkwardneo;s, I receil'ed a 
bet of accoutrements, an,! a lirelot'k, and wac; marcIIC':i 
~very morning li'om the h<lrrwk t·) the bowling grecn, 
near the water-side, tu h· iu.;ll'wted ill the manllal 

" That instant he becomes the st'rjeant's care, 
His pupil, and his torment, and -his jest. 
His awk w~lfd gait, his introverted toes, 
Bent kneps, round shoulders, and dejected looks, 
IJrocure him man)' a curse.----------

Ullapt to learn, alld form'd of stubborn stuff; 
lie yet by slow degn-es puts off himself, 
Grows conscious of a challge~ and likes it well : 
He stands erect, his slouch becomes a walk; 
He steps right onward, martial in his air, 
His form and mOfPmf'llt. ., 

The most disagreeahle days of a soldier, are these ill 
~'hich he bpgins to learn his exercise. And it is seldolll 
that he entertains much regard for those who teach it him. 
Hence the ollice of a drill sCt:jeant, although one of the 
most important is not one of the mostthankful. Howe, pr. 
without disparaging th~ "oldier's character (an offence of 
which, I hope, I shall not be thought guilty). I mu;;;t own 
that some of the old drill-set:jeants were unnecessarily, if 
'lOt wantonly severe. Indeed, to the honour, humanity, 
olild enlightened policy of the Duke of York, is the army 
much indebted in this particular. Some most salutary 
alterations in the conduct of these officers towards the 
)'olmg recruits have heen enforced, by special command of 
his Hoyal Highness, and the recruit is now taught, and 
nLlig"cd to learn hi .... exercise. But he is t~ught it like a 
mall rtnd a soldier. 
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SuldiPl"S de~('rve to be treated at all events as human 
lwing;:.;, and not beaten like beasts of burden ;ifor cruelty is 
not the best means of producing improvemeNt of mallner~. 
X 0 doubt, the lash cannot always be withheld, but the 
severe exercise or application of it to the hack will ~('l ... 
dom eradicate the inveterate ,ices of the mind d('praved. 
'£.crrible severity rather excites iu,lig'nation than sorrow 
for tllUltsand offences. The military m<.!Jl, like the ciril ilH.li
,,-iduul, is won by generous treatulent uud humanitJ. .\ 
great and good officer 'was heard to- !-'Cly, he knew a Laptaiu 
noted more for punctilio and the flippancy of his tong'ue, 
than for ability, or the ~quisitions becoming a military 
gentleman, "more famous (said the personag'e above 
mentioned) for caning his company that storming' half
moons." The anecdote adds, that he commanded a ser
jeant to pay him the proper respect, declaring with blas
phemous imprecations, that unless he did so to his satis
faction he would "make a devil of him." The impious 
and unofficer-like mannel' of his cnforr.ing subordination, 
did not intimidate the 8e~jeallt, who, kl1owin~' he had not 
offended, behaved with the becoming' but respectful spirit 
of a soldier; so much so, that th.e comp-any in general ro· 
echoed the young officer's expression in ridicule of it, and 
he himself found his situation so awl. ward that he left the 
regiment. Thus it is, that a humane dcmpanoul" is pro
per eF'n for per~ons put in ~uthority, and \H' may observe 
on this su~ject, that David with his harp cur'ed Saul, 
and by the melody of his music ba!1i~hed tile evil p;enius 
that haunted him, when probably Halaam tlu_' prophet of 
.Moab might have failed to do so with all the power of 
his curses. 

" A Persian, humble spnant Qf the SUII, 

Who, though devout, yet bigotry had nonf>, 

Hearing a Captain grave, in his address, 
With adjurations (!v'ry word impress. 
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Suppos'd the man a bishop, or at least 
God'sollame so much upon his lips, a priest; 
Bow' ::-lat the close with all his graceful airs, 
And begg'd an int'rest in his frequent pray'rs." 

Swearing and cursing ought to be avoided as misbe· 
coming educated and christian· officers, who, when they 
descend to such vulgar impiety and grOgS profaneness, give 
the most vicious and vile example to their inferiors, who 
will be found to imitate them in their worst vices, rather 
than their virtuous .accomplishments. Cannot officers 
issue their orders without affronting the King of kings, 
and defying that Omnipotence by which kings rule, and 
princes decree justice. It is notorious, that officers who 
generously leave alone severity as much as possible, and 
foul abuse, are the best attended to and admired by the 
men, who, when they are obliged to become severe, as must 
he the case sometimes, obtain the excellent credit due 
to their usual good nature. 

Matters changed with me much for the better when I 
joined l11y regiment, as far as regarded my personal feel. 
lngo;;, but I had to experience other sufferings. I was put 
into a mess with a number of recruits. The non-commis. 
"ioned officer who had us in charge received our pay every 
Saturday, and squandered the greater part of it in paying 
the expences of his weekly score at the public house, by 
which means, we had to subsist upon a very scanty allow· 
anee, although at that timC', provisions were very cheap 
in 'Vaterford. 'Ve often complained in private among 
ourselves, but whenever we remonstrated with him he 
menaced us with confinement in the guard. house, and such 
was our inexperience, and apprehension of being pllTlished 
by his interference against us, that we submitted in silence. 
] f we had boldly stated our grievances to the officer com· 
mandin~o, we most certainly had been redressed. No 
doubt such an e!:(':'~ would have rc.,l1!tcd from our com
plaints properly made. However, it i, certain, that 
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officetf; in corritI'i~nd canntlt' be too vigii~tit in their in9Jcc-' 
duns to.detect the cotnmission of frauds and breaches of' 
ft'u'St in this .. ~a'Y. U uless thE:'y ta'k~ special, constallt cal'~, 
they leave' aYenues- for Ule fraudulent to effectuate their' 
rtyYust purposefl; whereby it' must happen that the ~o~-. 
diet' will Il.r dtstre-ssea hI an extraorrlinm-y degl;ee. 'Vh<it 
att:lc1itIl~)\t cahc merl have to the m'my, if they are depi'ived 
ora part or their pay, and perceive their appointea sub~ 
slstence plundered from' them h.v :;ome audacious' pecula
tor, but one step above them5eh'es? Such abomina1)le 
t'reahrietit cannot fail to render the service in gerierar ouiot!:;' 
to the privateS', who, if thus disgu,.;ted and goaded, w ill take' 
oppo'rtunitie!:l to d~sert, and- ,vill be ever insubordinate. 
- Tliese pernicious alid di~graceful fraud~ have been 

generally o\ving t6 tlie indoleilce or caprice of the office-r 
commanding, wlIo from carelcssllc:"";, ot i1l-pl~ced' confi· 
dence, forbore to inquil'e and in'ipect hm" the llien were 
actually served; but the like negligt'JlC'c and: irtipropC'r 
reliance on indivi'duals are highl~' culpahle, arid p~t the 
blame entirely at the door or him, who;;(' imperioiis du(v 
it is to have all things conducted in rig'ht order, and with 
strict justice. An anecdote appro})riate in pursuing this 
su~ject, is told of Lewis XI r, which wa~ hig'l~ly credit
able to that Sovereign. As the ~J ollarch entered one of 

, the towns of France, his attention was arr('~ted bJ two sol
diers, who, pursuant' to the sentence' of a cOlltt~martial, 

for desertion, were led' out' for execution. Hi~ M~jesty 
having proceeded to the spot, the soldiers besought tI~~ 
interposition of the royal mercy to saye them. Inquiring. 
the cause of their condemnation~ he turned to them, say
ing, "'Vbat moved- you to leave my service? were you:· 
paid?" They "1lnswered, that fair and regular payments 
were not made to them, and that in consequence they. 
deserted. The Potentate immediately made inquiry, "and 
finding that the men had reason to complain of fraudldEmt 
de,aliois in the matter of their pay, he fOrthwith pardoned. 
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them, and also- cashiered the officers by whose connivance 
or neglece the peculation took place, while he tore their. 
commissions with his own hand, ann ordered their swords 
to be broken in his presence. This act ought to stand on_ 
r.ecord to. admonish officers in command, and presiding on 
cOurts Dlartial, how they ought to dispense justice, when 
men are so ill treated and defrauded by low individuali, 
who, from becoming favourites with their superiors, com
mit abuses sometimes with impunity. 

Such ill usage actually proved so oppressive, and nearly 
intolerable to a party of our men, who were driven almost 
to abandon the sm'vice,. that several of them, fi'OOl 

continued.. extortioH, and. the hardsliip owing to it) 
actually conspired together to desert. Happily, howev~r,_ 

(or them, after proceeding some !o'hort way in pursuance of 
their plot, they were induced, from apprehension' of" the 
danger attending such rashne~s, or probably from the 
reviving energy of loyal motives, to return in time, before 
their intention of quitting the regiment could be knlm n. 
This salutary determination perhap~ wa3 suggested by the 
cc,mfinement of a deserter at that time who had to. urulergo. 
the sentence of a court-martial. The party alluded to,. 
no doubt dreaded, that if they acted rashly as thoy at first 
jntt-nded, a similar pUlli"hlUent might soon await thenl-
seh-es. Howl'ver, on the day subsequent to their return
ing to the barrack, after 1'(,,,01 ring to resume their military 
duties, the unfortunate man who deserted was taken out 
t'Or punishment, attended by ihe entire regiment. 

THis was the first man I saw flogg·ed. _ Being at 
that time (as 1 have already observed) only seH'ntcen 
years of age, with\-all. the warm youthful emotions operat
ing ,,-ithin me, the spectacle made a lasting impression on: 
Illy mind. I well remcmbe., during the infliction of his
punishment, I cried like a child. 

The non-commissioned officer who' }md th~ cbarge of 
us, brgan to be fenrful lest his condnct should _ be mad'? 



LAMB'S MEMOIR. 67 

knowJl to the Captain of the company. He spent .1es~ 'Of 
"(mr pay, and of consequence, we were much better pro
vided. However, he still kept us on very unfair allow
ance. I ndeed it would almost have been impo3Sibie for 
me to have supported life with any degree of comfort, 
had it not been, that I was employed by a serjeant and 
his wite to teach their son writing and arithmetic. These 
'people were very lcind tto me, fr~quently inviting me tD 

·their table; and paying me beside. I had also plenty of 
'writing to do ,tor the various se~jeants and corporals, in 
making- out thei-r'report% &c. (these employments placod 
me ahuve th<tt stal'vation Yihich my unfortunate comrades 
"were compelled to endure. H'owever incredible, it i;; a 
·tact, t!mt merely 'through fear of this Illan \Ie cndured all 
this fi-und,wrt11Out making that Tcpresentation which mu:~'t 
ha Vl' dfectually relieved us: fur cur cOlllmanding- officer, 
l\f~jor Bolton, being strictly just as well as humane, would 
ila Vft severely punished any Ilon-commissiuned 'Officer, 
fJund g'uilty of defrauding the men. 

'!fhe author cherishes an interest for (he honoured mc
',mory of this g-entlelna'n, 'Of whom 1''he Tealer may be 
inclined to recd \-e some pm-ticular account. 

Majur Bultun ,,'as 'born in the city 'Of fiublin, cum
Itncnccd his nrilitary'life very yuung, and served with abi
lity in the years i759, -1700, 1761, and 1762. He held the 
r.mk of captain in ;thergth regime'nt of' foot, for seventeen 
year ... 'before ihe dbtuineti a majority. Having fought 
under him in CfiUaaa, dui+ng the 'entire campaign 'Of 1776, 
I hau opportunities 'Of witnessing 'his gallantry and worth. 
About the end of that year he was promoted to the Lieut. 
Culonelcy of the 8th feat, at that time on service in Detruit 
and Niagl'a; and having taken the command accurdingly, 
he wac; as usual, distingui!o'hed for spirit, talent, and the 
uttachment 'Of the mcn. Soon after his being appuinted 
Culune!, lamcnted by the army and all who knew him, 
ibe was uafortunately drowned iH the lakes while c6min, 
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~own to Montreal. Too mpcl.I ~q~14 Dot be I>aid in prai~e 
of Col. IJoltqn, ef;ti,J~atilig bim ill hi~ profession or ill 
t5ociety. 'VitI, ,.~l the intrepidity a~ ardour of the mili .. 
t;Iry c~ra,f"t,er, he po~".csfied. tl;!.e Jl)Qst JlOJIOllrable mind and . 
btmevolent heart. On the occasion of punishing a man 
ror desertion, of which I before g~\'e ~Oll\e accOllnt, th~ 
Major attended by the officers of the regiment, came to ~ee 
tIle sentence of law-martial ~lltorced. Alter the tll!l:i 
drummer inflicted his twenty-five lashes, (i. ('. when the 
otI't.·ndillg sol~iel' had received seventy-fin',) Major Bolto1l, 
~l'ithout addressing either the surgeon or u{lkers in aHeJH1· 

nnce, advanced, t'\iuently much affected, to the halbert;.:, 
in a compassionate maJlIl~r exp{/~tulatcd ~\i, h the man con~ 
cerning the magnitude of his offence, and afterward ordered 
hi~l tp be taken down, remitting the remainder of the 
intended punishment, on the- soldier's plOmi~e of future 
good conduct. Such severe inflictiono.; wcre unusual w hen~ 

ever he commanded: he avoi~ed flog'ging the men as 
much as pos!1ible, and only resQrted to it for those STeat 
crimes which required extraordinary cpercion. l,'or the 
common breaches of the military laws and duties, he used 
to send them some hours of the day to -drill, sometimes 
making them wear the regimental coat turned inside out, 
in order to exhibit them as examples of ill behaviour and 
(~I~~Ta('c! They were moreover prevented from going on 
:~\l.' c.ommmul, or mounting the principal guards. On 
horne' occasions he confined the ill conducted soldier to his 
hal'rack r9011l, or the guard-house, and when his offence 
(kserVf,d it, t he man was condemned to- the black-hole, 
and at tim('~ oblj~'('d to live on bread and water. In short, 
his mode of tn·ating· the men shewed them his unceasing 
I-trirtness j;l pn .. ~('njng order and discipline, as also his 
.inc thlings and dispassionate motives. 

In refleci.ing' on l\Iajor Bolton's honourable career, and 
his manner of '\('eping his men correct and ol.edient the 
rL'c\UfT wilJ easily be led to entertain a more favo~able 
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thought. of military rommand, thaQ probahly he before 
received ii'om hea,rf'ay, or the reports of passing Qb,. 
servers. lijdividu~l~ are a good deal possessed with an 
ill founded idea of the army, thinking that mercy anel 
humanity are abandoned by those who maintain the go
vernment of it. On this interesting subject I shall have 
occasion to speak more in explanation, for the purpose of 
undeceiving persons who may take wrong impressions. 
Laws in general, whether civil or marti;ll, arc made, not 
against the well-conducted, but the guilty, ,and it belongli 
to me, who know from my own experience and observation, 
to insist that the needful coercions, which must be appliod 
for ordering and disciplining oUl'soldier,V, are truly ex· 
cellent il) principle, while in their operation they produco 
the most salutary effects. They, a~ it were, mould the 
man for duty aJ.d propriety, in. general~they form not 
merely good soldiers, but good citizens and su~jects to 
benatit th~ commonwealth_. This I have always en
deavoured to inculcate since I ceased to sen'e as a military 
man. For the space of twenty·six years, during which 1 
have been laboriously employed in the business of a 
school-master~ I have ever given it usmyopinioll to parents 
who were ch~rged with idl~ and ill behaved children, that 
sending them into some of our marching l'l'g'imentr-:, would 
p}\)bably school them better than it' their friends expended 
large slims of ¥loney to educate thom at home. j n the truth 
and justice ()f s,tJch an al'gullumt, I think myself home out 
by a variety, Qf instances: Humhel's as well as mre1f can 
bear testimony to it. TheI'e al'e many worthy members of 
the community who are ready to ronf~ss, that scr\'ing' in 
his MiJ;J8sty'S. annies took thell~ from vicious courses to the 
paths of vir-tu,e and religion. If we look around us at 
the world, it will be gellcrall,V gl'anted' that the arm,V 
furnishes a most excellent e~tablishmeI.lt to reform and 
regulate the lives of Jwrdless, headstrollg, and froward 
young men, too far goue jll wickedness, to be cdlicated by 
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~chool-masters, and capable merely of taming in the mili
tary life by the unyielding strength of discipline, and the 
necessary passive obedience which in all cases the soldier's 
auty demands. 

'ro some it may seem that the author in his regards for 
the army, is desirous of ~a.'ing too much for the service. 
He is sensible, that from the manner in which its levies are _ 
made up, it cannot bllt ha\"c many bad members. Aware of 
this disadvantage>, he i-; ul;o wclla~-;\ll"l'd that several indi

"yiduals, whose live:,; and conduct ",'ere altogether objec-
tionable, insensibly improH'd by the necessary round of 
-duty and discipline, anJ 1I10reOYer, are remarkable for sub-
-ordination and obedient belm viour ,in genera:l; so mucb so 
that they are often entirely chaRged in mind and 'Illa'llners, 
-as if they were not the f.ame being,;. Thus the salutary 

''restraints and strict snbmissioH which the military economy 
demand, gradually prove effectual to render a considerable 
part of the soldiery not only moral, but truly pious. Such 
1" the author's argument for the army; and he is confident 
it is not exaggerated, because it j" proved by many living 
·,dtnesses. 

Officers commanding know llOw to appreciate such a desi
rable amendment ofmora'ls among tlle men; for it not only 
originates and preserves good order and sa ves punishments ill 
the regiment, hut generates a 'well founded fortitude whith 
,"either peril or privation..; can extinguish. Of this, Gen. 
O'Hara, under whom the author served in America, was 
<Certain. 'Vhen he 'had tbe government of Gi'bralter in 
] 792, com plaints being made against parties of men in 
the garrison, whose usage it was to assemble every eveninC"l' 

,~ 

to praJ, and exhort each other in a religious manner; in-
stead ()( encouraging the complainants, the General observ
-ed, " Let them alone: I wish there were twenty for everyone 
~ft1\em, and then we should havefewer courts-martial in the 
~arrjson than we have." 'Vhile in America General , 
~v 1 hlrti "as remarkable for hoHing c()urts-martial on tlw 
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~rigade of guards which he commanded, and he had no..
ticed the orderly and correct conduct of the men who were
known to be religious. He thererore spoke from his own. 
knowledge of s.l1cll soldiel1s, who were patterns in puint of 
behaviour am\ discipline. Discipline, it if; tt:ue, will noL 
unassisted, amend the,mind and furni<;h the understanding. 
In Turkey and Russia the man mig-ht le.arn his cxcI:cis('" 
and do his duty as a soldier without being able to impE'ov6 
himself in principle and virtue. It may be so in some 
measure among- oursel \:es ; . hut, notwithstanding the vice 
and immorality of society, they who. avoid h:reguiar habitg. 
will have many opport.~.mities and incentives to aequite. 
good, opinions and cherish right motives. Such idea!:' will 
operate in good fruits, and thus regular habits ha,'c more 
efficacy than people· are aware· of. At present it is certain 
that numbers of the privates in our regiments, to wholl1t 
the· military line proved the path of improvement, are· 
ornaments to human life. N umhers of our soldiers are. 
conspicuous not only for general propriety, but leading 
truly christian lives. Of this the British soldiery on the
Continent and in Great Britain and Ireland g.ive abundant 
evidence. And the author is happy to say, that several of 
the youth, wl10se early education lie superintended, ar~ 
'!!erving with credit in the army; and so IDe ofthem, owing 
to their talents and excellent eond'uct, m:e preferred as 
<,ommissioned officers. 

\Vhile our regi",ent continued as I before described~ 
Gommanded by M~jor Bolton (~n 177-1) the lIon. George: 
Rawdon, brother to the Earl of Moira, joined it,. and wa~ 
appointed to the command of our company. He. was then ll· 
promising yo~ng officer, and served afterward with distin
guished credit under General BurgoYlle, until the surrender-
6f our army at Saratoga. At my return from North 
America, he was Major in a marching' reg-iment quartered: 
in Dublin, and recognized me with that urbanity and ami
ahle attention, for w:hich his family by all ranks are admircd_ 
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Major Rawdon soon after died ora fuver, greatl)' J'cgrlltled 
by his acquaintance; 

The biographist who is governed hy truth has sometimes 
a very painful task to perform: he has to narrate ,circum
stances which he tould wish never to have happened; or 
"having occurred, to have their remembrance for ever 
buried fi'om human observation. 

During our stay at Waterford 1 fell into many irregula
rities. But whatever excuse mig'ht be made for me and 
my comp.anions, from the peculation by which we suffered, 
as also our youth and inexperience, the real cause lay 
deeper; we were all alike aliens to God-breakers onris 
laws-and slighters, if not open contemners of his ordi." 
nances. I thank heaven, those days of transgression are 
long since gone by; and, I humbly hope, are furgiven : 
but even now, when I reflect on the actions of my life while 
quartered in 'Vaterforu, the remembrance" fills my mind' 
with the deepest sorrow. 

" Hear thejust law-the judgment of the skies! 
He that hates truth shall be the dupe of lies: 
And he that will be cheated to the last, 
Delusions, strong as hell, shall bind him fa~t. 
But, if the wand'rer his mistake discern, 
Judge his own ways, and sigh for a return, 
Bewilder'd once, must he bewail his loss 
For ever and for ever? No-the cross! 
There, and there only, though the deist ran>, 
There, and there only, is the power to save. 
There, no -delusive hope invites despair; 
No mock'ry meets you, nu dl'ception there. 
The spells and charms, that blinded you beforto . 
All vanish there, and fascinate no more. ' 
I am no preacher, let this hint suffice-
The cross, once seen, is(}(>ath to eV'ry 'Vice : 
Else He that hung there. suifer'd all his pain, 
BIN, i,toan'd, and agoniz'd, and died, in vain." 
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CHAP. V. 

The Aul/wr marches ~'ith his R('gimml jur Ille J..Yorll, of 
Ireland. Is quarlrrtd at DOa'npatl'id-. Ordered to 
Saintfield. Dissipation of the privates there. lIIonsieur 
Phrrc Viaud aUlI jJ[adame la Couture's eXlmordinary 
J.Yarrative, as certified by Lieutenant Sli:ectman. ('un· 
eluding Obsen:atiollS the1'eon. 

'IN tIle month of May, Iii4, we received the route for 
the North of Ireland, and marched for our destination 
accotdingly. The company to which I belong'cd was 
quartered in the town of Downpatrick. A few days aftel' 
()ur arrival there, "I was ordered on command in an offi. 
cer's detachment, to the town of Saintfield, ten miles dis· 
tant from Belfast. Here a circunlst~nce occurred, which 
though it may appear uninteresting to many, sllOuld not 
pass in silence; because it became dangerous and detri· 
mental to myself at the time, and giving it a place in this 
publication may prove a mean of cautioning and dissuad~ 
ing men in the army, and the various avocations of life, 
from perilous and'depraving diversions. It is somewhere 
well observed, that "happy is he who takes care and 
pursues a right path; by marking the dangers and errors 
of others." In this way it will not be amis;s for me to ob· 
serve' that, having by this time associated myself with card· 
playing 'companions; I commenced a professed gambler; 
and so ardent wa~r my passion for gaming that by my
losses at cards, I often brought myself into ;-reat 
difficulties. 

K 
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Card-playing is often attended, no doubt, witb danger
ous consequences, when the mind becomes enamoured of 
the game. The winner proceeds with ideas of avarice, 
and the loser to recover his losseS', and even where money 
is not risked, as a diversion, playing at cards administen; 
to idleness and dissipation. 

" Cards are superfluous, with all the trick!i 
That idleness has ever yet contriv'd, 
To fill the void of an unfurnish'd brain, 
To palliate dullness, and give time a shove." 

'Yhen I look back at my unguarded and dissipated 
conduct at that period, I am obliged to pause and bless a 
kind Providence that I did not, from the precipice on 
which I then stood, fall into open disgrace and min. 
To supply the expences of playing, the privates sold their 
necessaries and squandered their pay. Many did even 
worse; and it i;; rcally matter of wonder, how they evaded 
detection, when the officer.:; inspected and reTiewed the 
state of their necessaries. On such occasiong they fre
quently borrowed shilts, shoes, stockings, and other arti
cles of regimental appointment from their comrades, whQ 
happened to be absent on guard, while the inspection and 
scrutiny took place. In this manner they frequently 
dudfd strict examination. Once, an affair occurred, 
which, had it been detected, would have deservedly ex
posed the individual to ~evere punishment. It was as 
follows: it is notorious that soldiers in most quarters, can 
without difficulty find wives; but in the north'of Ireland, 
"herever the regiment was stationed, young women' 
appeared to hne a predilection for our men, and it being 
expected that we would sllOrtly be sent to serve in America, 
the commanding officer issued a general Ol"der to prevent 
them from malTJing without a written permission, signed 
by the otlirers of the company or detachment; and even 
the ministers of the place wer~ desireu. not to selemnize 
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the malTiage~ of soldiers without consulting' the officers, 
and having such military licenses, as but a few young wo
men could be taken on board when the regiment embal'ked 
for foreign service. While this prevention was enforced, 
a soldier belonging to our detachment made a contract, 
and despairing of obtaining permission to many, he pre
vailed on another to counterfeit the signature of his officer. 
The curate of the plaee was imposed on, and the soldier 
was married. And although Lieutenant Sweetman, who 
commanded at Saintfield endeavoured to find out the 
person who counterfeited llis name, the man c~;caped an 
exposure; the consequence of which would have been 
attended with certain and just punishment. 

I have adduced this circumstance, as a lesson of advice 
to young soldiers, placed under strict and necessarily 
severe subordination to !!Ierve as an antidote against mcur
ring the strong penalties of martial law, by committing 
crimes, which when proved, even the common and statute 
law punisbes as capital offences. 

lVbether or not Lieutenant Sweetman scrutinized in so 
strict a manner as he might, I cannot determine. Proba
bly he was not displeased in his not baying occasion to 
punish an individual in a manner sufficient to terrify 
others from committing such a transgression. Had it been 
ascertained, punishment of course could not have been 
avoided. 'fhe name and character of Lieutenant Sweet
man, however, recalls to my memory the narrative of 
Monsieur Pierre Viaud, who came on shore at Pensacola, 
in the year 1766, while the Lieutenant commanded at 
that post. Monsieur Viaud's story was often related by . 
Lieutenant Sweetman previously to its publication, which 
~ame into my bands some years bacl{, and it is .altogethel·· 
so extraordinary, that I have reason to think it will COll

tribute to the amus~ment and smprize of my readers. The 
narrative throughout abounds with such uncommon inci
dent and adventure, that I think it right to submit the 

K2 
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~ubstancc of it, as also extracts of the most intere~ting 

parts in Monsieur Viaud's words. 
In February 1765, M. Viaud sailed from Bourdeaux 

in the ship L'Amiable Suzette, and arrived at St. Do
mingo after a safe voyage. Intending to return to'France 
he accepted a proposal of partnership for a venture home 
with a M~nsieur Desclau. In prosecution of which agree
ment they hired a brigantine called the Tyger, commanded 
by a Monsieur Couture, which was freighted by the parties, 
and on the 2d of January, 1766, they embarked sixteen in 
number, viz. the captain, his wife and son, the vessel's 
mate and nine sailors, Messieurs Desclau and Viaud and a 
negro slave. They proceeded from the road of St. Louis, 
steering in the direction of the bay of Jeremiah, a port 
lying north of Cape Marie, where they touched and stop
ped a day. Thence they turned their course toward 
Little Goave, and sustained a gale, by which they were in 
danger of shipwreck on the Cayes Mittel;!, Stopping 
three days at Little Goayc, they set sail for Louisiana, but 
they were taken by adv8l'se winds during the entire course. 
On the 26th of January, they had a view of the Isle of 
I)ines, situate towards the west of Cuba, which the cap
tain mistook for Cape SJ. Anthony. Monsieur Viaud took 
the elevation, and found the captain. was in error, but 
could not convince him of his sad mistake, until the ship 
drove among the rocks. In this unfortunate aberration, 
the vessel sprang' a leak and with difficulty doubled Cape 
St. Anthony. The crew lost all confidence in the captain, 
and turned their anxiotls expectations of being rescued 
from their perilous situation by the knowledge and exer
tions of Monsieur Viaud, who took chllrge of the ship, and 
endeavoured by lightellill~' her to keep her from !;iinking" 
It being found impossible to get the better of the leaks, 
they stood in for the Mobille, the nearest land. The 
t;hiftillg gale made this effort hopeless, and they strove tQ 
gain· Pensacola. In this attempt they also failed, an4 
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were left without any destination, fearing to be swallowed 
everJ moment by the agitated ocean. In this dreadful 
manner, tempest-tost, they were driven from the 12th to 
the 16th February, when they struck on a ledge of rocb 
about two leagues from land, and the ,-essel was so da
maged by violent shocks that. her stern opened, and ex
posed them to the most horrible alarms. Unexpectedly 
they arrived within gun-shot of the shore, but the over
setting of the vessel on her larboard side, was ncar prov
ing' fatal to most of them; however, those that were cast 
into the sea recovered the ship. In this crisis of peril 
three sailors took the desperate resolution of attempting 
the shore in a wretched boat which th('y launch·d secretly, 
and were some distance fram the vessel before they had 
been perceived by the suffering party they left to envy their 
escape. On the next morning, after havin~' passed a night 
of trembling' anxiety between horror and hope, they saw 
the rising sun, and, atter offering' their thanksgivings and 
prayers to- that Being' ,\'hom the raging' sea obeys, they 
enjoyed a sensible consolation at the storm's subsiding, 
wbich enabled a resolute sailor to swim ashore, in order to 
refit the crazy boat, and take it back to the ship. 

Monsieur Viaud observes on this awful occasioll-" ,r e 
saw the boat launched into the sea. It approached the 
vessel. How is it possiule to describe the tr~ll:,port of the 
crew? It was expressed by shrieks, by tears, and mutual 
embraces. This extacy however, was quickly over, and 
tooli another turn when it came to the point of embarking. 
The boal. was but small, it could' not contain above a third 
P!1-rt of our number; we could not attempt to embark all 
at once, without sinking it. Everyone was sensible of 
tIw difficulty, but no one would consent to wait for a se
cond passag'c, the fear of some accident happt':!ing' to pre
vent a return, and the terror of 1)' ing another night 
exposed on the hulk, mad.c evcl:V one o))::;tiu:lte for being 
~aLwn iIi the first. 
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"Tho!;c who had brought the boat to us caIled out t~ 
me, insisting that I sbould take advantage of this first 
opportunity, as they feared it would not be in their power 
to make two returns more; which expression being heard 
by the rest excited new outcries, and desperate resolves in 
each to rush into the skitf all at once. I raised my voice 
abore thc rest, and cntreated silence for a moment. 
, Your clamours, your "iolenccs, (said I) but burt your
~eh .. es, and retard your own safety. We are aU lost, ifyoll 
persist in going altogether, lct us then determine the first 
passengers by lot; let us submit our fate to this impartial 
decision; and, to convince those who may be left behind, 
that hope still remains with me, I will stay with them 
myself, and promise to he the last person that shall quit 
the vessel.' This resolution surprised and silenced them; 
they consented to the proposition, and one of the sailors 
happening to llave a parcel of cards in hi5 pocket, they 
",-ere made use of to determine the chances. Of the 
cleven of us that were sticking to the vessel four were 
taken in, and were delivered safe on land by the other 
four, who r£,turned immediately for to carry away its com~ 
pliment of four more. 

" While they were coming towards us, I happened to 
perceive the stern of our vessel so loosened by the shock of 
the wa,'cs, that by the help of Monsieur Desclau and my 
negroe, I separated it entirely. This wreck appeared to 
me as good as a canoe, to carry us ashore; Monsieur 
Desclau being of the same opinion, we ventured upon it 
directly accompanied by the negroe, when the other four 
took boat, and happily arrived at the same point of land 
a short time after them. 

"The inexpressible transport we were sensible of upon 
being thus far safely delivered, can better be imagined than 
described. The oysters that we happily found on the 
coast fU~'nis!led us with a truly delicious l'epa~t, as th~ 
total privatiOn of food we had sustainea~so-10nO" heron.> 

o 
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gave them. a pecular relish. We rejoiced in our present 
situation, and passed a peaceable night in a profound sleep, 
uninterrupted by disagreeable ideas about our further 
deliverance, which served to recruit our strength and 
spirits. 'fhe next day we awoke also with the samesatis
faction, but it was Rot oflong continuance." 

The mate died in consequence of continued fatigue, 
and the tremendous dangers they encountered, and after 
burying him in his clothes, Monsieur Y iaud went on 
board the wreck to regain some articles of value and use. 
He succeeded in getting a quantity of gun-powder, fire
locks, blanket~ and biscuits, and was hailed by the greet
ings of his fellow-sufferers ashore. On the 22d February, 
as the party were asleep early in the morning, one of them 
mvaldng, perceived five natives, whom his fears made 
llim magnifY· into a multitude. The little party terrifie(I 
were about running into the woods, but on the remon
tltrance of Monsieur Viaud, they remained to meet those 
savages. Their chief said his name was Antonio, and that 
he resided at St. Mark's, in the Apalachian mountains. 
He was a~companied by his mother, sister, wife, and 
nephew, and agreed to conduct the party to St. Marks, 
which, by his account was distant but ten leagues. 
In this matter however, as they afterwards found, the 
savage, who otherwise deceived their expectations, misin
formed them of the distance. On the 24th they freighted 
his canoe with as much of theii: effects as it could hold, 
and six of the party embarked in it, Monsieur Viaud 
pledging hlrnself by a promise to senel back Antonio to 
fetch the remaining people. Monsieur Viaud, after being 
landed in another island nearer the American mainland, 
or continent, with some difficulty prevailed with the savage 
to return for his friends' who stopped bchimJ. OR the 28th 
tebruary they all met again, being fourtesn in number, 
and endeared by their terrible misfortunes as one family 
together. Anxious as they were to be carried to the 
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continent anJ haviwr hut an ounce of biticuit each a day , .~ 

to suh~i:'t on, the sarage became aver"c to comply with 
their entreaties, until by bribes, and somewhat of com
pulsory means, they at length succeeded with him to 
emhark pursuant to his promise at first. 

On the 5th of March, Messrs. Viaud and CQuture, 
'Madame La Couture and Son (a boy of sixteen years, 
who surpri,;ingly withstood a continuation of almost unex
ampled hardships,) Monsieur Desclau, and the negro, 
embarked once more. Antonio and his wife hore them 
company, and left their three Indian friends with the 
eight individuals who stopped in the island. The savage 
(although at sailing he informed them, that in two days 
they would arrive at their destination,) took them f.·om 
one island to another of the groupe of islets which lie 
contiguous to the main of America, by which sa,iling about, 
their sufferings were encreased; being worn with fatigue, 
and a scanty allowance of bad provisions. I n this wretched 
plight it occurred to Monsieur Viaud that they ought to 
dispatch the treacherous Indian, who evidently meditated 
their destruction, and he communicated his design accord ... 
ingly to his companions; but they from motives of huma
nity dissuaded him from entertaining it. They ,vere now 
abandoned by the Indian, and almost spent with weariness 
and want of subsistence, while they waded from islet to islet, 
often in danger of drowning in the straits between, mld 
prolonging a woeful existence by eating . some oyst~r!; 

which they picked up on the sands. Reduced to despera- ". 
tion, on the 22d March they recollected, that in a neigh ... : .. 
bom·jng island lay an old canoe, which ifrepaired, might. 
ferry tllCm to the continent, and they accOl'dingly went t() 
make trial of it. After exhausting their enfeebled efforts, 
they found the canoe so loose and leaky, that they could 
not expect to sail in it with safety. However despairinG' . , ~ 

of any other conycyance, they determined to make the 
attempt with it, and, in this forlorn hope of reaching 
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St. Marks, it was resolved to leave Madame La Couture;, 
her son, and the negro, until a sound boat could be sent 
back from the Continent to convey them there. In this 
miserable emergency, Monsieur Viaud goes on to conc~ude 
his uncommon story as follows:-

. " On the 29th March, at sun·rise, we set our canoe afloat, 
said nur prayers, and embarked: bllt we felt the plank we 
!Jtood upon bend under our feet ~ our weight sunk the boat 
too low for safety, and we soon perceived the water be
ginning to spring through its sides. These appearances 
deprived me of all manner of hope; in short, I stepped 
on shore, and peremptorily declined the ,'oyage. Mons. 
La Couture pressed me to return, and made a jest of my 
apprehensions. My solicitations and arg'uments were to 
him of no effect; he still persisted in hi" purpose to ha .. 
zard the voyage, and Monsieur Desclau departed with 
him. I remained on the strand looking' after them while 
they continued in sight; I saw them proceed with great 
difficulty, and turn round a little island that was not thr 
from our own, which soon prevented me from seemg any 
more of them. 

" We' remained now but four persons in the wlIol(~ 
island, and I had the care alone of providing fiJl' tlw 
safety and subsistance of us all. Six days had passed 
since the departure of Monsieur La Couture and Dcsclau. 

/ Tired to the last degree with my wretched situation, and 
knowing ofa sad certainty, that I had no one but mys('lf 
now to expect any relief from towards extricating U'3 out 
of our deplorable circumstances, a thought occurred 
strongly to my mind one morning, that I might possibly 
be able to collect sufficient materials together on the island, 
capable of floating us over some calm day or other to the 
Continent. I instantly communicated my purpose to 
Madame La Couture, who seemed transported at the 
thought, and who immediately surmounting the natura.l 
feebleness of her sex, which her misfortunes had augmented, 

L 
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set her hand to the business with amazing vigour and' 
spirit. The tough rind of those trees which I had directed 
La Ceuture to strip, served us to bind the timber together; 
but as we did not think those ligatures strong enough to
trust to on our voyage, I made Madame La Couture cut 
up one of our blankets into strings for the purpose.. My 
negroe brought me several pieces of smaller- and more' 
pliant branches, with which we interwove the' grosser 
timber, and my raft was completed about noon. 1 then 
set up a stick in the middle of it, which I fastened as 'Tell 
as I cou 1d, to serve for a mast, to which I tied a blanket 
by way of sail; and then broke ~p our stockings, to form 
the thread into cordage, to shift it as the wind might vary. 
These lesser matters employed us for the rest of that day, 
"hen we finished the work, even to the fixing a small piece 
of timber behind, by way of rudder. 

,. 'l'he next morning 1 went to awaken yoong La Cou
ture to embark with us. 1 t:allcd him, hut he made- no 
reply; I took hold of his hand, to shake him fr(l)m his. 
slumber, but round him cold as marhle, without movement 
or sensation. I concluded him to be dead for some mi
llutes; but feeling his naked breast, I perceived his heart 
was still beating, though with a feeble pulse .. Madame 
La Couture came just at tha.t instant; she fell iato: a 
swoon by his side, which 1 thoug'ht would have put an end 
to her lite. Her son at length beg'an to recover; hut there 
was no thil~king of setting out on their voyage this day; 
both the mother and son were too ill and weak to attempt 
it, as thei!' deaths appeared b be th.e immediate conse
quence. 

" I lay awake that whole !~i;1;t by his side, watching 10 

lend him any assistance he mig'ht stand in need Qf. 
About break of day he iUlIlIJ himself growing worse; and 
I had the precaution to l~l'ep hi~ mu~her at a considerable 
Jli§ltance from him, that she might llotsee him in his last 
ugonieg. " The young man tlxerting _all his strength, sL?oke 
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1:0 me titus; 'Let me advise you to be gone; take the 
,advantage of the present moment, and tbe raft JOu have 
prepared; if that should be lost, you have no other means 
.of relief. Leave me what provi;ions you can spare; if 
heaven shoul~l yet lend me life a little longer, I may want 
,them.' I applauded his fortitude, and left him all the 
necessaries I could. I then went to take charge of his 
mother, whom I awaked, with some difficulty. 'Madame; 
said I hastily, 'we must be gone; a moment's delay may 
,be irreparable.' 'Ah,' cried she, 'my son is no more! 
my husband dead !-all, all is lost!' .1 led her imme
diately to our raft, ,to which she made n6t the .least 
resistance. 

" It was on the Wth.of ,April that we left the island; 
.and after twelve hours sail, happily.reached the Continent, 
without the least accident, or inconveniC'nce, e);.cept that 
of1abour and fatigue. 'Ve forsook therafi:, after ha\ ing 
.taken out our provisions, blankets, and cordage. 

" At .noon next day, '<'e began ·our journey, tending 
.ea.;t('rly, in hopes of getting to 8t. Marks, in the Appa
lachian mountain". Having·continued our journ('y fOl" tW:J 
or three dap, we became so.lang·uid with hunger, titht I 
be~a.n to entertain ·the thoug'ht of murdering' my neg-ro. 
A t length rising lip with precipitation, and, ;.;cizing ';1 

knotty staff, which.J ·used to walk with on my marclw", 
I ran at the wretched victim, who .was then lying- a..;lecp, 
and with a sort of fury struck him on the head with all the 
.force that my reduced strength could . enable me to do . 
. He awakened at the blow, and my uplifted arm, now 
. trembling, refused to repeat the strolie. The unhappy 
wretch, recovering himself soon, had risen upon his knees, 
and joining hi~ hands together, with a terrified look ·and 

.dismayed accent, cried out, 'Have mercy on me! Dh, 
,spare my life:.!' For the space of two minutes J stood mo
tionless, without power to speak or resolve; hut, at length, 
rage and hunger stifled the voice of pity; and thm~ 

L2 
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distracted I fell upon the mis~rable ~retch, pressing' him 
to tbe ground, and t.ying his bandi'behind his hack, cal1f't\ 
out to Madame la Couture to assist me in this barbarouH 
execution. She came readily on the snmmons, and keep
jng down his head, while I lay along the rest of hi" hody, 
1 drew out my knife, and stril{ing it def>p illto his throat, 
soon put an end to all further strife. As soon as onr pil(· 
was lighted, I cut ofl'the Il<,groe's head, and fastc1Ktl it to 
the end of a stick, turned and roasted it bd<)l"{' the firt'; 
hut our impatience did not suffer us to ,\ait til: it wa., 

quite done: for we h(>a"an to devout' it WIH'll it \raG; liWe 
b . 

more tban warmed through. After scY('ral (hy'-' J 
became very weal~ ann ill. and was lying strC'tched Lel{!!"(' 
the fire, when Twa" rousl'd from my mortal doze by SOIl;~ 
shrill voices, which awakened my attention. Perhap~, 

thought I, the persons I l1(>ar are sai!in~ on the sea, and 
bound to some distant coast. I thought of cH'ry pos,.;ible 
method of rendering myself visible: I happened to per
ceive a long branch of a tree within my reach, which I 
made use of to raise my cap upon, to which I fastened a 
part oftbe petticoat that my companion in misery had lent 
me; and this kind of floating ensign was at last happily 
taken notice of by the persons who were in the vessel; 
which I soon perceived, by tbe sudden shout they set up, 
and by their quitting their former course, and steering in 
directly to the shore. I immediately stuck my perch into the 
ground, that they might not lose sight of the signal, and 
1;) the assistance of my companion, went towards the 
!;trand. The boat at length arrived to shore, the crew 
landed, and came up to us; the excess of my joy in seeing 
them ~o near me, had lili,e to have been fatal to me. A 
cup of taffia, which they poured down my throat, revived 
my spirits, and enabled me to express my gratitude, and 
to acquaint them in a few words of the miseries of ~y 
~~t~~~lti(~l'l,~ 
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"Our guests· informed uo;; that they were Engli-;h, the 
principal of \\ hom W.IS a~,officer of infantry, in the service 
of his Britannic M~jestj, whose name was Wright.* 
The next day, by sun-rise, we embarked. When I had 
got into the boat, I resigned myself entirely to repose, as 
having 1l:1\V no other care upon my mind, and Mr. \Vright 
thought of putting an end to his expedition. We ar
rived at an island after about twelve bours sail, witb a 
favourable gale; and I recollected it to be the i-;land 
whence ~f adame La Couture and I bad departed together, 
and wbHe her son had been left to expit·e. I prevailed 
on Mr. '''~right to suffer us to sail rOllnd the island, while 
the soldiers were exerting the utmost stretch of their lungs, 
in the hallooing and calling out La Couture, at frequent 
intervals; but no answer was returnpu. II owewr, a 
messenger being sent on shore, returned to us, in about 
half a quarter of an hour, with the report that he h:1d seen 
the body, and found it dead. I now requested lea\e to 
go on shore and inter the body. 

" When we all came to the place where the young man 
lay stretched out at length on the g-round, with his face 
to the earth; his skin was all parched \\ ith the sun and 

* When Mr. Wright (who certified and signed Monsieur 
Viaud's Narrative with his name, in order to attest its authen. 
ticity) met that gentleman and :Madame Couture, after their 
amazing preservation, they had some of the negroe's flesh 
remaining, and that officer used to observe, that the appearance 
and smell of it proved disgusting and offensive to him, ill a 
degree which he could not attempt to describe. During the 
American war Lieutenant Wright, in consequence of his activity 
and knowledge of the country, was appointed by General 
Bu~g~yne to serve in a company of rangers. In my Journal of 
Occurrences during that war, (se(' pages 153and 175,) Igave 
an account of the death of this meritorious officer, who lost his 

~ife at the battle of Bennington. ....' 
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wind; he sent forth a putrid smeH, like a body that 'had 
lain too long unburied; and the worms had already takcn 
vosses.~ion of his legs and thighs. In fine, he was become 
an object offensive to the IlCnSeF, and shocking to huma
nity. J kneeled down in prayer while the soldiers were 
digging his grave, which, whea it was finished, they 
came to take the body and lay it in. But what was their 
1Ilu'prise, mine, and his mother't;, when one of the men u'ho 
llad laid hio kmd under his hreast, in order to raise him 
.up, cried out that he felt him still warm, and perceived Ius 
heart yet in motion; and I saw one of his legs, at the same 
time, draw itself up as SOOll a~ another of the soldiers put 
'his hand to it! On the instant ·weall of us exerted our 
·utmost endeavours to rendet' hi;n ellery manner of assist
ance in our power; we forced some tailia, mixed with 
fresh water, down his tlu'oat, and made use of the -same 
lotion to wash and clean)':e the wounds in his limbs, from 
'which we picked oat a great 'nnmber:of worms, w_hich had 
formed 'fh~ir nests there, and were ·devouring him ·.piece
-meaL At length Mr. \Vright .ran to acquaint ns that the 
'Young man hadheen recovered to his senses; that he had 
-.()pened hi", eyes, wept mach, staring at the strange facc§; 
he saw about him, he asked where bis mother was; and 
what becamp of me also? 'Vhen WP appeared before him, 
lIe knew us 'both at onee. 'V,· had him then canied Dn 

board tne hoat, where I laid him down upon some of the 
~o]diers' clothes, which tlu:"Y were so humane to lend us: 
I covered him over with a blanket, and stretched myself 
dose by his couch, in m'der to take care of him, during 
:the voyage. His mother lay on tlw other side, and I had 
infinite trouble i~l defending him from ,her extravagant 
fOlldllC';-;s and fatig'uing caresses. 

"On t;w 8th day of ~lay we all happily anived at 
l'emarola. I remJ.ined thirty days in the fort and hav-

, " 
ing' fdt my hea~th so far restored, <1<; to lleed nothing 
.l!1O!'(, tLun t:me and regimen to confirm it, 1 resoh'ed to 
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fluit my happy asylum, as an opportunity just thezr hap ... f 
pened, which I wa'! advised of before hand, and which ! 
resolved to take the advantage of. Here I took le'lYc of 
Madame IJa Couture, whose son's health· wa..,; not yet in 
a state to undedake the' voyag'el. I landed at St. A ug-ustin, 
,J une 13; the ship anchored on the bar, and t!w pilol.'s 
boat carried me on shore, ·wherc a corporal l'l't'ci"ed all(t 
conducted me before Mr. Grant, the Governor of the 
garrison. 

"I staid with Mr. Grall't till the 21st of July, when 
I departed for New York. This benevolent man sent for 
the Captain of the ship, to come to him; and, after gi \'ing 
me into his charge, with the warmest recommendations of 
friendship,. paid him before-hand for my passage, and 
ordered every accommodation aboard that might be neces
sary either for my use, ease, or convenience; to which he 
added a portmanteau, filled with clothes and linen, which 
were a great comfort and refi:eshment. to 'me. After 
fourteen days' sail I arrived at N I:W York, on the 3d of 
August." 

However extraordinary this narrati,'c may be, I have 
no reason to doubt of its "cri ty. The reader will doubt
less make his own commel~b on it. It abounds with 
awful and surprising incidcnh " .. hidl mark the evident 
path of an interposing' Providence tn human affairs, and 
oug'ht to inspire us with a rcliullce tller.-on, even in dark 
and. dangerous scenes. There is, however, one thing 
which cannot be perused without great emotion of mind~ 
viz. the sacrifice of the faithful negToe slave, in compliance 
with the desperate argument~ of hunger. Monsieur Viaud 
himself was often heard to declare, that the memory of it 
haunted and rendered him alw-tys unhappy; for he could 
not fail to recollect it with the acutest feelings of remorse. 
In reading the relation, and considering the conclusion of 
Monsieur Yiaud's sufferings, we ha,·e to regret, that when 
lIe sacrificed his negroe at the close of them, he was not 
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less hopeless. Even bis continued misfortune~, during whidl 
he was so long endued with strength, and some precarious 
subsistance to bear, after gaining a footing on the Arne. 
rican continent, ought to have fortified him with religious 
expectation of timely relief from that Being, who, often 
as by miracle affords effectual help in the severest trial8, 
and afflicting events of this troublesome life. It is worn 
such events, that the human mind derives its firmest foun
dation of confidence. Happy are they who consider them· 
selves, amidst all perils, under the care of that guardian 
arm which will order all things in the best manner, and 
over-rule them to their temporal and eternal welfare. It 
is under the influence of such dispositions that we may 
exclaim in the sublime language of ilie great Christian 
moralist :-

" Cling there, and o'er wreck'd nature's ruins smile, 
'Vhilst vile apostates tremble in a calm." 



LA1IB'S MEMOIR. 89 

CHAP. VI. 

.. /ulllOr rciums (,:itlt Ids Regiment to Dublin. Is made 
Corporal by Lord Ligonia, the Colonel. New Exercise. 
Account of Lord Harrington. State of lVewgale Jail 
at that time, and of the City 1Vatclt. Anecdote of 
Jllonsieur Sarline, Lieutenant of Police at Paris. Re-

flections on Alilitar!J Justicr, ~c. Author embarks rot 
.1Yorlh America. Stations of the Infantry force ot the 
British Army at that period. 

IN the beginning orthe year 1775, our regiment was 
ordered for Dublin duty, and Lord Ligonier, the colonel, 
arrived trom England to inspect and take the command of 
it. His l.ordship was generous, humane, and, fl"Om the 
excellency of his mind, and the affability of his manners, 
was greatly beloved by the men in general. Some time 
after his having joined the regiment, I wail by him pro- . 
moted to be a: corporal, and sent among several other 
non-commissioned officers to be instructed in the new 
exercise which shortly before had been introduced by 
General Sir 'Villiam Howe. It consisted of a set of ma
nreuvres for light infantry, and was ordered by his Majesty 
to be practised in the different regiments. 'fo make trial 
of this excellent mode of discipline for light troops, and 
render it general without delay, seven companies were 
ai;sembled at Salisbury in the summer of 1774. His Ma
jesty himsdf went to Salisbury to see them, and was much 
pleased with their utility, and the manner of their execu .. 
tion. The manccuvres were thie6y intended for woody 
and intricatt> districts, with wbich North America a.Q.~un&, 

~{ 
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where an arnn' cannot act in line. The ligllt infantry 
mancpUHCS ma'de usc of at present are oilfcrent from those 
of Sir \Villiam Howe, which were done from the centre of 
hattalions, grand dh'ision:-:, and sub-divi:-ions, by double 
Indian files. They were six in number, and well adapted 
for the service in America. Our regiment was instructed 
in them by the 33d, at that time quartered in Dublin, and 
command~d by Lord Cornwallis. The 330 was in a high 
state of appointment, and exceedingly well disciplined, by 
that able rli;;:-rplinarian Colonel "T(·bster, of whose cha
racter and death I g-ave a correct account in my Journal of 
the American'Var, (see page 305). I never witnessed 
.my regiment that excelled' it in discipline and military 
appearance., The men mounted gnard in a superior style. 
Each centinel, during the two hours he remained on his 
post, continued always in motioD, and could not walk less 
than seven nliles in that time. The soldier was ever alert 
and alive in attention; when on duty-all eye-all ear. 
HYen in the centry-box, which the centinal never entered 
unless when it rained, he was not allowed to keep the 
palm of his hand carelessly on the muzzle of his 'firelock, 
which, if the piece were loaded, was considered dangerou~, 
and dways an awkward attitude for the soldier. 'l'his 
~oldiedy charactH they alwaJs maintained while they 
~('n('d in Aorth America. The Hoyal Welch fuzileers 
w('re brig-udt>d with the S::id during the entire of the cam· 
puig-n in ~(Juth Carolina; both regiments were well 
united t(lgei.her, and furnished an example for cleanliness, 
lll<lrtial spirit, and g'ood behayiour. This in a great mea
sure was owing to the care and attention of their Colonels, 
'iho were unremitting in trying- to make their men excel in 
dis(-iplinp, puty, and general propriety of conduct. In 
d]'t·ctill2" this militan: excellence of our Brio'ade Colonel '-'. 0 , 

(now Gent'ral) N('~bitllalfour, who commanded the ROJal 
'''" dch fuzileers, deserved gTeat credit,andwhen he was 
remoyed to the important situation of Commandant at 
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Charlestown, the men sustained a loss; for it should be 
mentioried to' hi~ honour as an officer, that du.ring hi" 
short stay with us, the regiment was much improved, so' 
much so, that we were not in any thing inferior to 'the 33d. 
J t is here 'not unworthy of remark to observe, that both in 
war and peace, the state of the regiment in evCl'y military 
point of view, and even in good morals, depends 0'1 the 
exertion and ability of the officer commanding, hy "\vhom 
the men are kept regular, steady, vigilant, and a~ti\'c in all 
cases .. 

On this suqject, as a disciplinarian antI experienced officer, 
Lord Harrington, at present Commander in Chief in this 
country, desen'es notice, particularly for his introduction 
of the new exe~cise. When it was introduced by General 
Sir \Villiam Howe, his Lordship (then Lord Petersh~'ll) 
commanded one of the companies detached to Salisbury, 
for his Majesty'e in~pection, and preparatory to tIle gene"al 
practice or'it, and hi3 Lordship's exertions contributed to 
give it the deserved extension and cffect. A brief sketch 
of this distinguished Nobleman's character cannot but be 
gratifying to gentlemen of his own protession, and no 
doubt to every class of readel's. 

Although Earl Harrington's ability and efl'orts to ac
complish himself in the military line, might have raised 
any individual to rank and hononr;;, 11is Lordship had not 
the strong inducements which stimulate numbers, to make 
him proceed with ardour in the soldier's career. If he 
w('re dispo~ed to lead a life of tr:mquillity at home, a titJe 
anel opulent means by family inheritance awaited him. 
But with such hig!i advantages, he inherited also from his 
ancestry a martial spirit. 'His father was a Genel'alp com
manded in the old horse guards, and during the late king"s 
reign was Secretary of Stato, and in the year 1747, waq 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. In 1770, his Lordship hegan 
to serve as Ensign in the foot guards; in 177!, he ohtained 
<l Captaincy ill the 29th infantry; ill 1776, emharked fol' 

M2 
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North America, where be was constantly and acth'ely 
employed in the 29th reg~mellt jn Canada, as also in the 
whole of the difficult call1paign, and the arduQus el1counters 
of General Burgoyne with th~ AmericaQ armies: * He 
acted as aid-de-camp to that able commander, who p~r1' 
ticularly noticed his talents and services, and was favour-eel 
with the intimacy of all the General officers, and the frielld:
ship of Brigadier General Frazer, who frequently saiq, 
that Lord Petersha~ was one of the most promising yqung 
offic('r~ in the service at that trying time. After the sur
render at Saratoga, his Lordship was sent home with 
General Burgoyne's dispatches, and to give his Majesty 
information respecti~g American affairs. Soon after his 
arrival from North America, he purc~ase4 ~ company in 
tl~e foot guafds, and in 1779, on the decease pfhis father, 
succ~edcd tq hia pr~sent title: His ~ordship sometime 
after married his ~ady, then Miss Flemming, daughter anll 
co-hei~'ess of Sir Mjchael Hemming, Bart. witI~ a large 
fortune. lIer L<!-dJship, who always ranked in the 
ll!gitest circles a!? a pattf'rn, not merely of engaging manners, 
but the most amiable and v irtuolls life, h~s peen long 
honoured with the esteem and conpdellce of the present 
rtucen. Although his Lordship in the bloom of Jouth 
l\ as thus favoured h)' Providcllce 'ritb the choicest blt::ssings 
in this world, such cnjoJ111~nb could not ke~p him in the, lap 
of dignified privacy and petlec. Fr:lIlcP now meditating 
the im,asion pf the British i 'Y{:,st India Islands, and new 
regiment" to Sf'fn' in thcm being raised, Earl Harrington 
received the command of 01H', and sailed with it qS Lieut. 
Colonel Gomlllandant fur .1 amaica. In this dano"erous 

, , .' '". tI 

f'xpedition he ,,'as acco1npa~i('d b~t' I~ady Harrington, who 
('ould not be deterred from going, hy th~ yarious perilou;; 
circumstances attending it, on t1w ocean; pnd ill latitudes 
df'structil(, to European constitutions, with the Diyine aid , , , 
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her ~onstaut attention to his Lordship when bis health was 
iQ,jured in a tropical climate, became an excellent mean of 
preserving his valuable life. Before he was disabled by 
loss of health he greatly assisted Major Gen. Sir Archibald, 
Campbell, the Governor of the island, to model and make 
up his troops there in an efficient manner, and was made 
a Brigadier General, with the command of the flank com
panies of all the l·egiments. His great exertions reduced 
him to a state of debility, which obligocd himself and his 
Lady to return to England, where he met a gl'acious 
reception from his Sovereign, who appointcd him one of 
hjs aid-du-camps; and, on the death of General Calcraft, 
Colonel of the sixty-fifth loot. ,Yjth thi;-; regiment he 
came to serve in Ireland, and had the command of the 
garrison in Dublin during the administration of the Duke 
of Rutland, when General David Dundas submitted his 
plan of discipline, which his I.ord-.hip approved of, and 
tried it with the sixty-Jifth, by which this celebrated 
~ystem or'tactics at first obtained attention, until it has 
been suc.:essful1y brought into universal use in his Ma
jcstJ'sarUlY. In 1785, bis Lordship's regiment being 
ordered to America, he returned to England, and had 
some lei~urc for domestic avocations. IT (' was ilot, how
e,'er~ inattenti,-c to the duties of his honourable protession; 
he read much, and took every occasion to introduce good 
order and useful arrangement;; illto the sen-ice in g{'neral, 
The prc<;ent military sword ,'as tirst introduced hy 
J ,oni IJurrlngton, adopted hy his Hoyal If i;.:,huess, the 
Duke of Y Qrk, in the Cpldstream rt'g-illlent, and now h.Y 
h~s M<l;jesty's ordt:r is used in all the' rcg;imcnts. On the 
d~mi~e of Lieutenant General Evel.rn, his Lordship g'ot 
the l'ommand of his old favourite r,;gimcnt the ~0th; into 
which with joy he \vas received b,Y his ('ady ass<'cinl('f', 
whom he accompanied in the hard fought bi:ttles under. 
General Burgoyne. In 1792, his l\L~jc!o't.Y conferred on 
hil~ the Cfl]Of\clcy of the li(e-guarJs, h~th t~,c g;oid ~;tid" : 
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'In office which kept him near the,royal person at all timeg. 
Prm'ious to this, Earl Harrington had the credit of being 
an able infantry officer, but he soen shewed that his talents, 
were not confined to a particular kind of service. In 1793, 
his Lordship was raised to be a Major General. During 
the campaigns of his Highness the Duke of York on the 
Continent, he solicited to serve there; but his place of 
gold stick detained him at court. Subsequently his Lord
ship was promoted General and Privy Counsellor, and 
latterly raised to the chief command of the forces in 
Ireland. 

No douht Earl Harrington is indebted to his family for
tum's, and the smiles of bis Sovereign for prosperity and 
preferment; but it must be allow'C~ that his merits and 
talents deserved success in an eminent degree. His abi
lities and virtues were sufficient to originate that nobility 
which he derived from his father, and which lle dignified 
additionally by his rare endowments and laudable actions. 

In the summnry of his character, the Author of the Mar~ 
tial BiogTaphy deservedly observes, " His Lordship affords 
a remarkable example of friendship, charity, and humanity. 4 

He has never failed in his attachment and assistance to his old 
friends, who, by unforeseen events have required his relief. 
Numerous'are the instances of his public and private cha
ritie~; the indigent wielow and orphan have often partook 
of hi~ bounty. In every regiment be has commanded, his 
att~ntion and humnnity to the sick among the troops, 
the;r wives and children ha,'e been almost unprecedented." 

Aile"- I had acquired a knowledge of the new discipline 
from the nO:1-commissioned officers oft;le 33d regiment, I· 
,,-as appointed to take cha.rge of a squad of our regiment, 
and ~'xecuted that important and laborious task to the 
nest of my ability. The constant attendance and habit 
of exercise is almost every thing in the soldier's life; and 
it is indeed surprising to see how soon an awkward young 
man becomes well disciplined, performs his evolutiQns 
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with a neat agility, and handles his arms with a graceful 
dexterity. In the acquisition of these soldierly requisites, 
the drill-se~jeant of course, is chiefly instrumental; and 
therefore his unceasing industry and faithfulness are indis
pensable. In performing the necessary business of the 
drilJ, I was constant and careful; by which activity and 
usefulness I obtained· the good-will and esteem of my 
officers, particularly of Colonel Taylor, who commanded 
at that time the 9th regiment, and also of Major Bolton, 
who ever afterwards while he stopped with the regiment 
befriended me. My employment of drilling the men did not 
preclude me from the performance of other duties. I 
mounted guard in turn, and at one time, in 1775, was ap
pointed for the N ewgate guard. At that time'the Jail of 
;, ewgate was a small mean building, and in no degree, 
suited to the respectability of a great city. It stood on the 
scite of ground now d<;nominated Corn~market, a slIo!'t 
distance from High-street, and ~ontiguous to Thomas
~treet. It happened in the range of my duty, to have the 
command of a g\lard there, upon a Saturday, whe~ a cri
minal, pursuant to the senteI,lce of the law, was to be taken 
from the prison to be lmng at Gallows-green, at that time 
the usual place of similar -executions. On this occasion 
considerable crowds collected in the adjoining" streets and 
lanes, which, considerjng the local situation of the jail, 
proved inconvenient and very alarming to the guard. 
The mob assembled in such numbers.that the narrow and 
confined arch leading into Thomas-street,' was completely 
filled with people; and-having but twelve men, a corporal 
and myself, I apprehended a rescue, as I could not confide' 
much in the assistance of the city watchmen; they being in 
general infirm ~nd altogether unfit for. that severe and dan
gerous duty, which must occasionall.v devolve on the peace 
officera and body of the police. It. is indeed necessary in 
cities to. have. an efficient polic.e e:stablishment, particularly 
in a land of freedom like ours, Whel"C the civil power ought 
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to be armed with every energy and constitutional strength ~ 
as otherwise the constitution itself pro\-ides a military 
con'ective, severe no doubt but indispensible, when the 
law cannot controul and extinguish the spirit of outrage, 
and that revolt from good order and public peace, which 
even in the best regulated states, more or less remains latent 
in the insubordinate mind, It is not too much to remark, 
that at the period I am noticing, Ireland in general, and 
Dublin in particular, somewhat sufiered, in lea\"ing the 
civil power too much unarmed, and of course exposed to 
those seditious risings which partially disturbed the inte
rior of the island, and at dift(_~rent times menaced Dublin 
il'3elf, when disaffected multitudes used to rush forth from 
the Libf'rties and suburhs, interrupt the parliament's sitting, 
and ev('n defy the military. This partial appearance and 
~tfort of sedition vcry justly awakened the legislature and 
government to provide the police protection, which at pre
~ent so well secures the tranquillity of the city; and allow 
me to add also, which made the duty I had to do on the 
day of a criminal's execution, to which I alluded, as peri
lous as when I had to fight in a foreign country, and when 
hundreds of my fellow combatants fell beside me. The 
awful business of execution,;; is now better ordered, by 
baying them in the front of the jails, which, even for 
the purpose of public exposure, answers as well as 
before to terri~y the wicked from proceeding to commit 
the crimes they compass in their guilty intentions.
However, I disposed of my little guard as cautiously and
ablJ as I could; and t.be High Sheriffs of the city behaved 
with snch circumspection and spirit on the occasion, that 
the mob was overawed, and the criminal's cart moved 
through High-street without any molestation being offered 
to the watch, who then always attended on such occasions, 
or making it nece5sary for the guard to fire, a5 it was SU5-
peeted at fir,;t wa would be under the necessity of doing. 
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Considering the inefficient body of watch which at that 
time took charge of Dublin, it was, no doubt, imprudent, 
if not un!!afe, to use them ~ guards at the execution of 
criminals. Such a usage is for many years very properly 
discontinued, and in every point of consideration the police 
of the city has been of late put on a footing of strength 
and vigilance to answer all the purposes for which such 
establishments are kept up. The useful activity of the 
London police is generally allowed and extolled, and the 
police of Paris was probably never equalled, at least never 
~urpassed for the prevention of crime and outrage, by 
means of its suprising vigilant exertions. Mr. Colquhoun, 
in his Treatise on the Police of London, relates the follow
ing aneCdote illustrative of what is here urged, which can
not fail to entertain the reader. It happened during the 
old monarchy, and was related to Mr. Colquhoun, by a 

-foreign minister who then resided at the French court. 
" A merchant of hig'h respectability in Bourdeaux, bad 

occasion to visit the metropolis upon commercial business, 
caITying with him, bills and money to a very large amount. 
On his arrival at the gates of Paris, a genteello01{ing man 
opened the door of his carriage, and addressed him to this 
effect :-~, Sir, I have been waiting for you some time; 
according to my notes you were to arrive at this time; and 
your person, your carriage; and your portmanteau, exactly 
answering the description I hold in my hand, you will per
mit me to have the honour of conducting. you to Monsieur 

• de Sartine." The gentleman, astonished and alarmed at 
this interception, and still more so at hearing the name of 
the Lieutenant of the Police mentioned, demanded to 
know what Monsieur de Sartine wanted with him; adding, 
at the same time, that he never had committed any offence 
against the laws, and thai he could have no right to inter
('ept or d.etain him. The messeng'er declared himself 
perfectly ignorant of the cause of the detention; stating, at 
.he same time, that when he had conducted him to 

~ 
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~r onsieur de Sartine, he should have executed hl~ order~t 
which WE're merelv ministerial. A fter some fl,lfther expla. 
nation~, the gentleman permitted the officer to cOllduc$ 

him accordill~'IJ' 
" Monsieur de Sartine received him w.th great pC)l~e-' 

ness; and after requesting him to be seated, . to h~s great 
astonishment he descdbed his portmanteau; and to~d, hi~ 
the exact sum of bills and spede which he bad broug\lt 
with him to Paris, and where he waq to lodge, his usu:~.\ 
time of going to bed, and a numbel~ of other circumstanCC?s, 
which the gentleman conceived, could only be known, to 
himself. MOlJ5icUl' de Sartine having thus excited attel):
tion, put this extraordinary question to him. 'Sir, arc 
JOu a man of courage?' The gentleman still more 
astollishccl at the singHlarity of such an inten'ogatOlY, 
demanded the reason;; nhy he put such a strang'e questio,n, 
adding, at the sam(~ time, that no llIan ever doubted b;is: 
courage. Monsieur de Sartine' replied, 'Sir, you are to 
l)e robbed and murdered this night !-If JOu are a man. of 
courage you must go to your hotel, and retire to rest at tl,e 
usual hOUl'; but be careful that JOU do not fall asD!ep ; 
neither will it be proper for you to look under t4e bed,. 
or in any of the closets which are in yonr bed-chamber, 
(which he accurately described1) yo~ must place yOlJr port ... 
manteau in its usual place, near your bed, ~md qiscover. np 
!lu!i'picion :-Leave what remains to me. I.f, hon'ever, 
~'O\l do not feel your comage sufI'lCient to bear you out". 
I "ill procure a person to personat~ you, and go to bed;in 
~ our stead.' The gentleman being convinced in the course 
of the com"ersation, that Monsieur de Sartine's intenig~n~C' 
'intS accurate in evety particular, he refused to be person· 
ated, and fonned an 'immediate resolution, literally. to· 
tc.IUO,Y the direction~ he had received; 113 accordingly went 
10 hed at his usual hour, which \Va" eleven o'clock. At 
half past twelv:e, (the time mentioned hy Monsieur de 
~a1'tine) the door of his bed-cnamher burst open, and 
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·t1H'ce men entered with a dark lantern, dagg'ers, and 
Pl!'tols, The gentlemaii, who or course \vas awake, per
ceived' one or tn€'m to ue his o'";n servant. They rifled 
flis portriHinteau undisturbed, and seUled. the 'plail fOl~ 
·putting· him to deatb. The gentleman hearing all tois, 
.and not knowing by what means he WjlS to be rescued, it 
may be naturally snpposed, was tinder goreat perturbation 
.oj mind d'uring such an awful interralof suspense; when 
at the moment the villaim; were preparing to .commit 
toe horrid deed., fOllr police officers, acting' under Mon
sieur de Sartine's orders, who were concealed ill the 
l'oom, rushed' o'ut and seized the offenders with the pro
pertj in their possession, alid just about to comniit 
murder. The consequence was, Hiat the perpetration of 
the atrocious deed was prevented~ and sufficient evidence 
,obtained to corivict the offenders." 

lVhell tlie Freneb. Revolution ruined tbe old monarchy, 
arid removed the salutary restraints and solid reg:ulations. 
.of civil life, the strict scrutiny and general conservation 
wl1ich had been so well supplied by the police at Paris, 
,vas~no longer maintained; and of consequenca licentious
ness, disorder and outrage prevailed, with alinost uni
:versal impuriity. Such dreadful evils were the imme
diate direful effects of anarchy issuing like some moun· 
tain torrent tbrough the downfall of the executive po\ver, 
tlie silence of the laws, and the abandonment of old 
established: usages, in the safe and sacred observance of 
:which the vital stability and popular benefit of every 
commonwealth consists. The truth of this observation 
will find an echo in the b.'east of every individual who 
gave attention to the recital of the horrid vicis8itude~ 
ac~ompanying the sanguinary factions, that obtained 
sltOrt.lived reigns of tenor in France, until by means of 
N apolcon'8 sceptre the present arbitrary order of thing's 
acquired a stable footing. 'Vithout pretending to fOI'1U 

;tny csti~ate of this new and amazing empir~ in Europe, 
~2 
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it must be alloweu that even anterior to it, it was foun4 
necessary to reproduce a good deal of the old regimen 
and systems which had been abolished, and pronounced 
the engines and means of monarchical abuse before, and 
of course the conduct of the French people at and since 
the fall of the late monarchy, must serve as a lesson of 
warning to the world, in estimating and reforming the 
governments and powers that be. However, the authors 
and promoters of the Revolution found it necessary t~ 
break the ci viI and relig'ious ties whicb caused the frame 
and establishments of society to be rev~renced and kept 
inviolate. 'Vhen the waves of strife began to subside, 
and order was in th~ progress of rising in some sort from 
the revolutionary chaos, laws and r.eligion were gr~dually 
called back, for it became expedient to restore the C~urts 
of Justice and the altars of Worship to the people. It 
had been the policy of anarchy to shut or convert to 
improper and profane uses, these justly honoured and 
hallowed edifices, which even Indians and Africans use 
for the purposes of safety and piety. How terrible there
fore is the temper of anarchy in its want of wisdom and 
pursuit of vengeance! It is wilder in its plans of govern
ment, 'and wO~'se in violence than the rude economy of 
savage life in the woods of America. In tIle year 1803, 

'''afte~' four daJs' searching for religious books in Paris, 
but one bihle was discovered, and, although the reading 
of that divine volume might have been a good deal 
denied to the multitude of the French nation, Jet it is 
certain th~re was no such lacli'. of bibles previous to the 
revolution, and therefore we must conclude that the 
sacred writings were industriously destroyed in the career 
of its outrage. This circumstance was ascertained by a 
deputation from the l'fissionary Bible Society of London, 
sent to France in the .rear ailuded to, and they had the 
consolation of being well recei ,'cd, and satisfied in findinO" 

. ~ 

that a religious spirit was in the progress of encourage-
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ment beyond their expectations. One. bookseller appliell 
for 1500 copies of the Scriptures, which he said he could 
dispose of without delay, and it was found that the people 
in general were eager to procure copies of the Old and 
New Testaments, without confining themselves to the 
editions acknowledged and allowed by the Church or 
Rome. The following extract from a periodical publica
tion will further illustrate the barbarous and impious 
behaviour of the revolutionists:-

" According to the report of the Pr-efect of the Police 
at Paris, to the Grand Judge, during the last republican 
year, ending September 23, 1803, four llUndred and ninety 
men, and one hundred and sixty-seven women have com
mitted suicide at Pariii; eighty-one men and sixty-nine 
women have been murdered, of whom fifty-five men, 
and fifty-two women were foreigner", strangers, or have 
not been owned: Six hundred and forty-four divorces 
have taken place. One hundred and fifty-five murderers 
have been executed. Twelve hundred and ten persons 
have been condemn,?d to the gallies, to the pillory, or to. 
chains; sixteen hundred alid twenty-six to hard labour, 
to longer or shorter imprisonment. Sixty-four have been 
marked with hot irons. Amongst the criminals executed, 
were seven fathers, who had poisoned their children; ten 
husbands who had murdered their wiles; six wives who 
had poisoned their l1!\sbands, a11d fifteen children who 
had poisoned, or otherwise destroyed their parents. 
During the same period, tweh;e thousand and seven~y .. 
six public women, or street-walkers, have been registered, 
and have paid for the protection of the police. Fifteen 
hundred and fifty-two liept mistresses are noted and known 
at the Prefecture of Police; and three hundred and eight 
public brothels have been privileged and licensed by 
the Police Prefect at Paris. Since the war with Eng'land, 
of four hundred and seventy privileged gambling houses, 
one hundred and twenty. have. been shut up, .and the 
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re"enue~ ofth~ Consular Government, from the repuhHran 
lotteries, are three millions, (120,0001. sterling) less th6 
three last six mon-ths than the six montIls preceding. The 
'account add'S, that the hvo latter deficits are occasioned 
by the absence of the English." 

My observing on the state of the Irish metropolis in 
times past gave m~ oecasion to contrast the then nnd pre
sent police establishments, and' also induced me to remark 
upon the police of a foreign nation at different epoch~ 
of its fortunes and empire. In these estimates it is con
soling to know, that in this most important matter ouv 
own government has provided the best improvement antf 
every degree of security which public and private sarety 
caR require. I mentioned the peril of even keeping- the 
gUaJld at Newgate in 1775~ and the mere mention of such 
insecurity of the city at that time cannot fail to excite some 
surprise, and' to afford much satisfaction to the reflecting 
mind at present. 

A circumstance which bappened at another time of my 
mounting guard at the jail will shew what daring at .. 
tempts- used to be t.\len made, and also the severe respon
!lihility which attached to the guard on such' a duty. 
It was afterwards found that a culprit named Cunningham, 
a noted- highwayman, conspired with some other pri~ 

~oners to· escape from confinement on this night, hut 
whether it was that their plan waS' not enough matured, 
or- that they feared the guard., they postponed the me
ditated attempt until tbe next night. Unfortunately for 
the serjeant who relieved me, they succeeded in the fol~ 
lowing manner. On the- stairs was a door leadin'g' doWll 
to'the ball, in which were two apartments, one used as 
a tap-room; and the other occupied by a man called' 
-'Ieaghan, who was employed in the two-fold capacity of 
turnkey' and hanf.!;man~ The do()r on the stairs, wheQ 
locked; secured aU thoe prison,ers, but an usuage was 
rermitted, viz. t& indulge two or thrfeprisoners togetbera 
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to tegale in the tap-room, if they wer~ supplied with 
tnoney to pay fOl' the refi'eshments they called for. It 
was a custom with the confined' then as well as now, to 
beg fl'om people passing the jail, by making loud ap
peals t-o the pity of individuals, and letting down a bag 
through the grated windows to receive alms; and the 
collections thus acquired afforded a fund for the expendi~ 
ture of the tap-room, at least to some of the culprits. 

The use of the tap-room suggested to the fertile inven
tion of the culprit Cunningham a scheme which Ite con
certed with two others. Having contrived to saw their 
I-ron bolts nearly through, Cunningham accompanied by 
one of them, asked for leave to go and take punch before 
the dOOl' on the stairs was finally closed for tIre night. 
Leave given, they proceeded to the room, asked fur spirits, 
and while his comrade discoursed with the centinal, who 
had but a bayonet on his post, Cunningham broke off his 
bolts, and knocked the soldier down. The turnkey's 
wife (her husband lying sicIe of a fever in the room 
a£\joining) rushed in on hearing the noise, and was seized 
by Cunningham, and his associate who strove to force the 
keys from her. After a struggle, which she resisted for 
nearly half an hour, before they could. take the key of the 
door on the stairs, they admitted their companion down 
through the door which they then locked, and next pro
ceeded to oblige the turnkey's wife to give the remain
ing key. The warnan, although severely beaten and 
bruised continued to refuse, and made the most astonish
ing resistance, She endeavoured, with calling aloud, to 
alarm the guard, fastened the key in her clothes, which 
she did not let. go .until some of the joints of her fingers 
were broken, and she had been much injured from the 
blows she received, and was at last left entirely exhausted. 
By this ti me the guard from the cries of the woman, were 
a1armed and drawn up before the outer door, which 
(notwithstanding the ob9tac1e of an iron chain fastened 
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diagonally across, and other strong precautions) they 
unlocked, and what was more amazing', effected their 
~scape in the face of the guard, by running' away through 
Towns Arch without being at all maimed, or receiving the 
glightest wound. This most extraordinary success of 
ruffian hardihood, no doubt emboldened Cunningham to 
Fesume his career of robbery on the roads; by which he 
put himself in the way of being again imprisoned, and 
making that capital atonement with his guilty life to 
often offended justice, which sooner or later is generally 
found to be the catastrophe of such incorrigible and 
inhuman offenders. 

The escaping of the prisoners proved rlisg-raceful to the 
serjeant on duty, who together with his guard, was 
confined for it. I felt a cordial satisfaction, when I 
reflected that this jail-breaking conspiracy was intended 
to take place on the day before, when I mounted guard. 
But it did not make that impression of th.mkfulness OD 

me which it ought. 
I was ag'ain seduced into habit.; of dissipation and idle

ness, which gradually proved instrumental in rendering 
me less esteemed by my officers, who, previously were 
-induced in consequence of my generally correct behaviour 
to think well of me. 

The private soldier's and non-commissioned officer's 
good name and moral character are most precious to him, 
they constitute his best property, they often, it is noto;. 
rious, recommend him to that honourable preferment and 
rank in the at'my, which the sons of the nobility and 
gentry purchase with money; and thus station and fortune 
in the service are sometimes obtained by humble meri
torious men, who otherwise must have for ever remained 
in poverty. At all events the soldier of regulated life and 
exertion in doing his duty, will be noticed and approved 
of by his officers, in furtherance of that discipline and 
:,ubordination, without which armies could not subsist, 
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or be kept together. The well-bellaved men in pursuance 
of such objects, cannot fail to be encouraged, and at times 
promoted by their superiors; and thus the soldier in the 
ranks is led to cherisb a principle of virtue and honour. 

Honour and virtue are names which some of my readers 
may consider too high for a private or non-commissioned 
officer, but it will be granted by individuals acquainted 
with the laudable economy which maintains and organize~ 
his majesty's forces, that it is very properl.r attempted to 
inspire the soldiery through all the gradations of the 
army with an ardent spirit of propriety and self-estimation. 
This consciousness of fidelity and manly dignity, awakens 
and cherishes ingenuous sentiments in the breasts of indi
viduals, which neither danger nor difficulty can subdue. 
Thus while much dissipation and evil practice follow and 
flow about the army, from the uneducated life and the 
thousand temptations which present themselves to the 
numbers who fill its regiments, it furnishes a good school 
for members who belong to it, in rendering them regular, 
obedient, and well disposed in genera.l. To effectuate 
such great purposes, it necessarily applies remedies both 
severe and salutary, coercion an(1 conciJiation! Individuals 
taken from the lowest classes, who unfortunately., many 
of them, ha,·e been habituated to wicked courses, must 
be much controuled and sometimes severely punished, in 
order to bring them into tbe strict line of subordination, 
and supply them with other and better minds and man
ners. Thus very often the most ill-behaved, who have 
been found untit to live in civil society from their vices, 
after serving some· years as soldiers, have been made 
correct observers of every obligation which attaches to 
human beings, an,d after retiring from the military 
,life, have become useful, industrious, and even pious 
members of the community. Such is often the happy 
change which takes place in some of the ,worst individuals 
from.lDilitarv service. I 

o 
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The laws provided for the forces are enacted in sagacity 
and prudence. 'Vhile the greatest punishment can be ill
fiidcd, if unhappily needful for example, a merciful lati
tude of diiicretioll is given to the officers in the finding 
and enforcing of sentences, and it is well known that the 
officeJ"s of the army (although of course from the usages 
of war, acquainted with death and devastation in all 
their t.-rrors) are usualiJ posse5sed of the most generons 
and .humane dispositions. Men, who, in the late unhappy 
partial rebellion which disturhed and disgraced our native 
cOulitry, had b('en tried in a ~llmmary manner by courts 
or juries of military gcnt1emen, have heen heard to de
dare t ~lat they experienced the fairest trials, and obtained 
the benefits of our inimitable code of jurisprudence and 
law from the equitaL1t' tenderness of his Majesty's officers. 
J f snch Ilhcralit.Y and equity could be observed while 
sedition lifted ib torch, and the rage of rebels committed 
out.rage" which an hom'st Irishman would fondly consign 
to ob;~Yion for (,Hr, what must be the military judge'S 

~ 

mind in tl".1 ing a man, whom the habits- of his honourable 
profession makes him look on even at the bar of offended 
majesty and jUi'tice, a., his brother in some degree, be
holding before him one who accompanies him in the field 
of battle, where fortitude, and that faithful partnership 
which puts by the distinctions and punctilios of civil life, 
builds up a relationship disinterested and durable! It is 
from such a noble principle that the military jud,;e makes 
his decision, and to this estimable principle the love which 
soldiers bear to their officer':;, as well as the necessary 
order of the army is ascribable. And if, in some instances, 
soldiers become o~jects of punishment, it seldom is res~rted 
to but nhell en'ry other mode of reformation fails. 

I was ~eized with severe sickness in January, 1776; 
and h.:ing sent into the general military hospital in 
James'·"treet, (at present used. as han"acks). I was dis
abled to march \ ... ith our rt'gimcnt on its receiving the 

, 
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route to proceed to Cork and embark for N ort11 America. 
I was the only soldier of the 9th obliged to stop behind 
in Dublin. The departure of the regiment was a sonrce 
of regret, which made me anxious for health and strength 
to follow and embark with it fill' the American Continent. 
On the 3d of March, 1776, 1 thought myself enough 
recovered to leave the hospital, as I did, and without 
loss of time waited on Sir ,rilliam Montgomery, our 
army agent, in Mary-street. Here I \Vas informed, that 
the reg-ime:lt was supposed to be 011 its "oyage, amI it was 
recommended to me to join the additional emepany be
longing to us, employed in Eng-land on the recruiting
service. My relations were urgent with. me to go and 
stop with the recruiting parties, . in order to detain me 
fi'om the dangers of foreign sen~ce. But I considered 
that remaining aloof from it in a season of warfare did 
not consist with the spirit and manhood of a soldier. 
I resolved that I would not sit down indulging myself in 
the sunshine of peace and inactivity in the British islands, 
while my brethren and friends in arms were in the pro
gress of fighting the battles of their king and counb'y on 
distant shores. At all events I determined to repair to 
the Cove of Cork, and sail if poss~ble, along with our 
regiment. In the event of my arriving too late to do so, 
I was purposed to take my passage in some ship bound to 
Quebec, that I might have an opportunity of partaking 
in the honourable dangers which my fellow-soldiers had 
to undertake. While I was about leaying' Dublin, a 
recruit for the regiment from Downpatrick was sent by 
our army agent, that I might take charge of him. I was 
glad at finding an additional man for our ranks, and, he 
being in the need of clothes and other nece;;saries, I 
furnished him as well as I w~s able, and also advanced 
him a fortnight's pay, knowing I should be refunded 
whatever I thus gave him. I found a place to lodg-e 
him at night, desiring him to have every thing preT Hed 

02 
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next day for our intended journey to Cork. I called on 
tlle morning ,following, but lo! our unfledged hero W~ 
flown. J was angry, and anxious that he should not 
bave any cau<;e to plume himserf by running the old 
soldier so much to my expense, I put up placards in the 
most public parts of the city, advertising the deserter, 
and minutely describing his person, age, and every par
ticular w herehy I thoug'ht he mig'ht be taken. And I 
had the sati~t11ction· to be instrument:ll in his apprehen
sion; which was effected soon after on the Drogheda 
road, from whence he was scnt under a guard of soldiers 
to the Cove of Cork, in time to embark with qur men to 
America. 

After making arrangements to arrest our run-~way 

recruit, on the 6th of March, 1776, I took a mournful 
farewell of my fond parents and friends in Dublin. The 
~cenc of parting' between humble but "irtuous parent~ 
and the child of their alTections, going on sucb a destina
tion as I was then about to I)Ufsue, awakens sharp sensa
tions which search the soul, and seem to strain the ties 
of our nature! A poor father behoI.h his beloved o.ffs.pring 
~8ing' from hi., lowly roof (prohably never to return) 
and l:lOst sensibly lament.., that want of com~tence which 
might keep his youthful family 13 prop his old age 
at homC'. The son himself (although his spirit is buoyant 
on the wings of expectation, and his foot i~ pressing for
ward in the step of inexperience ~) pauses in the warm 
embrace of his weeping parent, and regrets that he ever 
indulged the wandering idea of for:,aking dQme'stic endear
ment and peac~. The p3.inrul ceremo,ny of separation in 
H:ch a ca"(', althongh it operates in a tumult of tenderness, 
faithfully exhibits the tn!t' sati:;tuctions of our fluctuating 
En's-impressi.:~' us y,'ith a li\ in~' seal of sorrow, that 
when \';(' abandon tlll' bosom of early affection and friend
ship, we leave our rno"t precious pleasures behind us, 
.. nd tll'lt hom" is the asylum of bapFiilc::;~ here on earth. 
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, A melancholy cloud hung on me at leaving my parents 
and native place~ but youth and hope. soon brightened 
my face, and induced me to think the labour of walking 
light. Thus, after being so long delayed by the pressure 
of sickness, I arrived at the Cove of Cork a fortnight 
before the regiment embarked. l\f y valuable friend, 

, Major Bolton expressed himself pleased at my joining the 
regiment of which he then had the command on its going 
abroad. Major Bolton's welcome for me was increased 
from his being aware that I was indeed a volunteer going; 
to America, as I mig-ht have ~topped with the recruiting 
parties. IIe therefore immediately promoted me in hi:i 
own company. At the same time Surgeon Lindsay asked 
Major BoHon to permit me to go and as,;i"t in attending 
the sick, as there was then but a single Surgeon in tho 
regiment. But I became so u"cful b himself that he
would not comply, promi~ing, howcyer, that when hE? 
could better ~pare me he would accommodate Surgeon 
Lindsay, by lett in.; him hav~ me. I now had the happi
p'ess of being restored to the confidence and esteem of my 
officers, from whom I received many HlYours and much 
kind treatment. Thus I had mnch cause of s:lti,&lction 
at leaving home and embarking illr fvrcj~n 8ervice ill a 
"ell appointed expedition con-;i-.;ting' of the 9th, 20th, 
~Hh, 3Hh, 53d, and 62d regiment·,. It was indeed a 
fine sigllt to behold 300 sail of transports full of British 
tm:)p~, convoyed by two frig-ates, proceeding together 
from Cove with a favoUrable wind at N. E. As '~·c got 
out 1 stood on dedl eying my native countty with indis
cribcable emotions, as the land was disappearing from my 
'view. It of course occurred to me how probable it was 
that I might never again return to the embraces of the 
best of parents whom I had disappointed in theil- fond 
hopes respecting me. And although the "circulUstance 
of war," martial music, and· ships under weigh arrested 
my youthful funcy, the idea of being separated perhafis 
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for ever, from parent~, friends, and conntry, penetrated 
my bosom with a pang which nothing could remove at 
the moment. I was sure my father suffered greatl, on 
my account. I was his favourite child, and I have reason 
to apprehend, that my leaving my parents, and pursuing 
a perilous line of life, proved somewhat instrumental in 
accelerating his decease, which took place about two 
years after I went to serve in America. This thought 
fi'equentlyoperated in my heart to render me indeed un
happy. However, it is one of those sad consequences, 
which attended travelling, that we frequently leave our 
deare;;( attachments, and find them gone for e\er in this 
world when we retUI1l fi'om our wanderings. 

It may prove gratifying to some of my readers, aDd 

particularly to any of those officers and men at that time 
serving in America, who may chance to peruse this 
Memoir, to find an account of the stq.tions of the dif
ferent infantry regiments of the anny on senice beyond 
the Atlantic, and also those quartered in Europe, and the 
Islands at borne at that memorable epocb of the British 
annals. 

44 HATTAJ,IONS IN AMERICA, VIZ. 

4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, Hth, 15th, 
16th, lith, 20th, 21st, 22d, 23d, 2hh, 26th, 
27th, 28th, 29th, 31st, 33d, 34th 35th, 37th, 
38th, 40th, 42d, 43d, 4,hh, 45th, 46th, 47th, 
49th, 52d, 53d, 54th, 55th, u7th, 62d, 6Sc}, 
64th, and two battalions of the 71st. 

In Jamaica, 1st and 4th bat. 60th regt. 
In Antigua, 2d bat. of do. do. 
In Gr"nada, 3d bat. of do. do. 
In Minorca, 51st and 6Ist regts. 
In Gibraltar, 12th, 39th, 56th, and 58th rcgts. 



In Ireland, 3d, II th, 19th, OOth, 32d, 36th, 66th, 
67th, and 68th rf"g:ts. 

In Great Britain, 1st and 2d bat. of the 1st; 2d, 
13th, 18th, 25th, 43th, 50th, 59th, 65th, 69th, 
70th regts. and 41st invalids. 

II 

In America 44 battalion:;. 
In Jamaica 2 do. 
In Antigua 1 do. 
In Grenad.a 1 do. 
In Minorca 2 do. 
In Gibraltar 4 do. 
In Ireland 9 do. 
In Britain 12 do. 
Do. In,alids 1 do. 

Total 76 battalions. 
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The above list is submitted as a correct cakulation of 
cur military force and war establishment in 1776, 
while the British empire was about to cOlllh~t, without 
aid, the maritime po\\ ers of Spain, Holland, and France 
united; although the States General were then at their 
~enitb of greatness, and France, our unceasing rival and 
foe, reinforced the American Cole,uists with her armies 
and a degree of impolitic hostility, which carried the 
contagion of allarchy and revolution home to her own 
su~jects. l,'rom the strong confederacy of inveterate war 
which assailed England by sea and land· in two years 
after, it was astonishing how she withstood the combina
tion of its new and manifold attack, and it i . .., deserving of 
reflection to consider how the allied' assailants suffered,,
and were shipwrecked in their commercial and national 
fortunes, by straining all their resources to destroy British 



prosperity and power. Our empire rose superior ;n the 
conflict, and now continues to fight and overpower her old 
enemy on every sea and shore; and thus we are well 
consoled in the certainty of knowing that (by wise measures 
and the inexhaustible means we possess), we can defy 
the European world in arms or alliance. In t!lis our vast 
imperial strength and immlar stability the poet's patriotic 
phraseology i,.. as truly appropriate in fact as it is finely 
imagined in thought and sentiment. 

"A world is up in arms, and thou a spot 

.Not quickly found if lJegligently sought; 
Thy soul as ample as thy bounds are small, 

Eudur'st the brullt, and dar'st defy them all !" 
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CI-LtP. VII. 

III sailing to Canada Author's regimen of living prepares 
llim for the Climate. Doctor Rowley's Advice and 
Prescriptions for treating Troops and Seamen on board. 
Description of the Banks of Newfoundland, and the 
Cod-jishery, ,""c. Canada, an important Theatre oj the 
T1ar at that time. Doctor Franklin's Correspondence 
with General Lee respecting Pikes, and Bows and 
.t1rrorcs as weapons of Trar. Some Account of Thomas 
Paine, and Aut/101"S Reflections on his Life and 
TVritings. 

IN the Author's Journal of the American 'Val', the 
~oyage to Canada has been amply detailed, and therefore 
he forbears to give a particular account of it at present, 
although he might not displease some of his reader5 by 
so doing. Travelling by sea supplies 'a variety of scenes 
and occurrences, which although uninteresting to persons 
used to them, abound with a degree of interest to others, 
and chiefly young persons: So it happened to the author 
of this humble work, who even at that early time of his 
life, indulged reflection a good deal, and while on his 
passage to America, considered he ,vas going to a world 
which must be somewhat new and unsuited to the habits 
and constitution of Europeans. In this idea he com· 
menced a regimen of diet and living which he thought 
might fit him for the severities of Northern latitudes, and 
the fatig'ues of warfare. He of purpose used a sparing 
diet, took his birth under the main hatchway, and slept 
un the boards. Having continued to live in this way for 
~even weeks, he found himself (if he can rightly use such 
language) seasoned and suited in constitution for tIte 

p 
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thanges and scene" he had to undergo. His precautlOll 
bad itf; use!l, as perhaps nothing' so much contributes ta 
break down the soldier on service abroad as suddenly 
passing to extremes of climate, yiz. from a temperate' 
!=Oky like ours to an apposite atmosphere, and perhaps 
fi'om the heats of the line to chill countries like Canada. 

In conveying troops beyond the seas in transports, Dr~ 
Rowley'S advice to the army and navy deserves strict 
attention. The' Doctor observes, that during the first 
fourtepn days of sailing, there is generally little sickness, 
except that usnal tlausea which persons unused to the 
sea feel, but which has no ill effect. Against this sick
ness abstinence fi'oIU fluids is proper; the usc of a little 
magne:;ia and walking on deck will be of _service. 'After ' 
the voyage is continued a fortnight a different diet must 
be taken which affects the constitution in some measure. 
The men instead of small beer get spirits and water, ancl 
are obliged to eat sahed meat. This f~)Od and drink i~ 
itot productive (If disease, unless the water of which the 
grog is mad~ be putrid, which, however, is common a~ 
well in the tran~orts as his Majesty's ships of war. 'fhe 
water may be sweetened by hoisting' the butts out of the 
hold, and letting the contents be pumped out with a hand 
pump from one vessel to another, repeating this method 
for two or three days before the water is put into the 
scuttle-butt for use. It is commoI'l, and aItended with 
some advantage, to quench hot iron bars in. the wakr, but 
much oetter to keep it agitated in the open ail', and this, 
tllOugh simple, is too much neglected. I'n the tropical 
climates putrid Water generates maHgI1ant fever$ anel 
ffllxes, ari-d, frorrl sleeping' 6n the' cleek, the sea-air pro .. 
duces also pleurisieS- and peripncumonicf;. In cold eli..
mates;, the practice ofkeepirig the' sick of a man of war 
in what is called the ship's haJ,- may not he detrimental~ 
but in the hot countries nothing hecomes more hurtful. 
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,:loetor Rowley ,mentions tJ:iat more :menhave been 
jost through this linjudiciousma~agement,~han by the 
violence of the most ma~g~an.t disea3es. _ It i~ ,then need
ful to consider the ,climate's heat prcold, and i,l~ general 
to make the p~tients lie in the most airy birth", a..; a free 
('irculati<;>n of t~e air, ,is ,the best reme(ly against putrid and 
roalign~mt disorderH, by preventing the spreading of the 
('ontag'ion, and a~sisting in the operation of medicine. 

The place ent'dec} the vessel's bay has lhe wor.,;t circu
.Jation of air, from a number ?f sick being kept t?gether 
there, the stench of disease, and tIle noxious eiJ!u-cia from 
the evarua~ions of patient~. Beside, the situation i"i dark, 
and its cieanliness is but little inspected into; while ~his 
4lnd pure air, are it may 11e said, indispensible to prev('nt 
.and cure disorders of the sea. The evils of such bad 
management are peculiarly felt ,during ~he summer ll}{)nths, 
in the West Jndies and A~erica,' where fevers and fh ~~es 
prove fatal in a few days, rendering the entire habit 
p'utrid. 'V,bateve'r medicine can accompl~sh must there
fore be done fortHwith, and to save IWe good ai~ is in
~trumcntal, which ofte~ cann?t he sufliciently procured, 
and again ~s not enoug'h attended to. DoctOl' Rowley 
forcibly counsels that the Captain and superior officer~ 
must have a du~ care in these ncce,.;sary matters. The 
worki~g ~f the ship, he nrges, is nn ol~icction to kccp 
patients under the naIf deck, and 3,? tl1C !!,'alll',v-fire j~ 
under the forcastlp, the sick' should he'removed from it. 

o • < • "/ 

In frigates he recommend" the m~in hatclnyay hirths, 
~here the ballast ports are fixed, or under the booms, 
betw~en the fore and main hatchways, in the place called 
flO pzan's la~d. In large ships patients can he k('pt in 
any part wher~ the porb; are open on both sides, and 
the keeping of ~hem in such proper places, could prove 
no inconvenience to any, except depriying the armollrer 
~nd a few petty officers of their a!:cu!'itomed birth!ol~ 
, P9 ' 
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In explaining how diseases at sea are created, the 
Doctor informs, that putrid fevers are caught from the 
smell of the bilge water, lying at the ship's bottom. 
trhis becomes dangerously, fetid from the soft loom and 
muddy matter of the ballast, along- with the filth thrown 
down by the crew. He tell u"" that this noxious air 
acts so powerfully, that articles of silver, taken into the 
hold arc quickly turned to a black colour; and that the 
mCII who pump the putrid water from the ship, in hot 
latitudes, are frequently taken with giddines~, head
ach('~, and fevers that prove fatal. Even the Surgeons 
attending on patients so attacked have caught disorders 
by which they have frequently died. Dr. Rowley always 
inculcates an attention to the procuring of a free and pure 
air, as the best, ifnot the only preventative against such 
fatal attacks and destructive disorders at sea. And sur~ly 
in an empire establislled in the ocean (an element on 
which such a number of our most valuable countrymen arc 
embarked) the inquiry of the faculty, and the constant 
care of naval officers should be particularly devoted, in 
maintaining cleanliness on board, and making arrange
ments, both in ship-building and nautical economy in 
general, to keep vessels well ventilated. No doubt, 
much hail been done in this most interesting business, 
in which our vital concerns are greatly involved; but it 
is not improper to remark that a great portion of advan
tage remains to be derived from the improvements made 
by capable artists and ship-builders, and the strict ob
"crvance of an healthful regimen, along with strong 
salutary regulations in nautical conduct and discipline in 
general. Every circumstance which might promote riots;, 
quarrels, and ill-behaviour, . should be precluded by wise 
and prudent means. As among numbers of men so con
fined and stowed together in a shir~ very bad effects, and 
terrible accidents may be owing- to causes which at first 
<:pem uniIllportant. This observation is confirmed by. 
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some fatal di8a~tcrs that happened as we neared N cw~ 
foundland, which have been mentioned in the J oumal of 
American Occunenccs.*' 

In sailing over the shoals or balllis of Newfoundland, 
as usually happens, W~ seldom could behold the orb of 
the sun during the day. Here a thick ,hazy atmosllbere 
generally hides the body of that glorious luminary which 
in most . latitudes !"heds ani~ating light, and cheers the 
observer's eye. This heavy obscuration of the sky render.;; 
jt very hazardous for a fleet to proceed as in other sea'ii 
together. Sometimes total darkness like midnight covers 
th~ heavens, and at such times the unceasiIlg firing of 
guns and 'beating of druID3 is nccessary to enable the 
seamen to keep due distances, and pre','~nt the shjp~ 
from running foul of e~ch other. 

Thc banks of N ewfoumUand rank among the stupendous 
prodigies of nature in the creation. They consist of a 
surprising range of subaqueous elerated ground or moun
tain under water, extending in a direct line not Ie';., than. 
330 miles in length, and about se\'enty-fivc milcs in 
hreath, with a variable depth of sea, from fifteen to sixty 
fathoms. The top of this sunken mountai.nous ridg'e, 
which there becomes the bottom ofthe sea, is ('.{lv~red with 
a coat of shells, and frequented by vast U1ultitudc~ of 
small fish that serve as subsistence for the cod. The 
cod-fish consumes those inferior fishes voraciously, and 
multiplies in quantities inconceiya\Jle in this quarter of 
th~ ocran. The bank of NewfouJldlalld appears to be his 
proper and favourite place of pasture ap.d feeding in thQ 
world of waters. In this submarine soil this excellent 
fish is fattened, and taken in the most amazing abundance, 
for the markets of so many nations. And though hun
dreds of ,'essels, are annufllly laden for two centuries 
past from thence, no scarcity or decrease 9f cod llappens. 
The wonderful supply does not seem to le~sen the quantity, 

*' See page 6q. 
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!o incalculably prolific is this inhabitant of the ~eas. , Th~ 
bank is always· discoverable by means of sea-fowl called 
penguins, which never leave it. They sometimes are see~ 
together floc~ing in numbers, but usually scattered in 
pairs. The seaman makes an observation~ tha~ where th~ 
penguin is foulld the wave gradually changes from ceru· 
lean, or azure blue, to a pale colour, whieh he designates 
san~7j 'U.:hit('. It is lJsual with ships sailing to Canada and 
Nova Scotia to lay to in good weather for the purpose of 
fishing, when in less than an hOllr they often procure ~ 
sufficieney of cod for the remainder of their voyage. 'fhe 
method of taking the cod-fish will not be ~houg~t unin,:, 
teresting in relating it to readers in ge~eral. ," 

The hook is first baited with the entr~s of a fowl, but 
as soon as a fish is tak~n the sailo~ open and us~ som~ 
parts of it for a better bait. I t if; indeed amazing to see. 
(considering the depth which frequently requires a vast 
length of line) how expeditiously the fish is caught on 
these occasions. When the line is let down and allowed 
a felY moments to gain the botto~, the angler ge;ntly pulls 
it with the finger and thumb. On which, if it fish i~ 
attached, a quick'vibration is fe{t trom i'ts struggling to 
disengage itself. The line is then d"awn in, and as soon 
as the cod·fish rises in view ~t appears (from the refraction 
of the ra~ of Ught in th~ watery element) exceedingly 
magnified, so much - so, that an unaccustomed observer 
might imagi~~ it a sea-monster which could not be mas· 
tered: And, alt1tough the sight is deceived respecting its 
actual size, a good deal of dexterity and strength must b~ 
used to haul it on board. It struggles with such violence, 
as often to work from off the hook, and not seldom en· 
tangles it~elf in' the tackle in such a manner, that the 
angler finds it difficult to take it up the ship's sid~. '.f,h~ 
~uring of the cod-fish is also worthy of being m~ntioned. 
As soon as the fish is seized the tongue is cut out by one 
standing lly for that business. A !econd is employed ~~ 



11' 
'5;~rike off the head and pluck out the liver and entrails. 
A third extracts the bone as far as the navel, and throwi 
the fish into the hold, where the process of salting takes 
place, by putting them in layers each over the other. 
Between t~ layel"S a sufficiency of salt is regularly strewed, 
and great care is required to apply neither more or less 
than what is wanted for curing well; as in either case of a 
want or an excess the cod-fish is ill cured. 

This fish is found I in the greatest plenty on sandy bot
toms, but in less numbers in muddy situations. The best 
depth (or taking cod is thought to be from 30 to 40 
fathoms. \Vhen a ship arl'ives at N ewfollndland, she 
takes her station in some bay or harbour, and is unrigged. 
A proper place is then selected for curing and keeping the 
fish. Huts are raised for the men who work asllOre, and. a 

• large scaffold is erected at the water"s edge where the 
shallops necessary for the business of the fishery are made 
ready, and also laid by until the following fi3hing season. 
The ships which arrive the first in the bays of Newfimnd· 
land have the privilege of appropriating thesll shallops to 
their own exclusive use during the season; and the master 
of the vessei which gains Newfoundland first is· distin
guished as lord of the harbour, and he is by general con
~ent authorised to settl~, differences and disputes among 
all \vho are engaged in fishing. The fishery of New
foundland bas been with justice in its great value com
pared to the precious mines of Peru and Mexico. In 
this trade the French used to embark, before the American 
war, 261 ships, which employed about 9403 seamen and 
workmen. Their tonnage taken together made 2i,4S9, 
and their annual value was estimated at 270,000l. sterling. 
In the same fishery in ~785, England had engaged 292 
vessels from the islands at home, and 58 owned by her 
colonies, whose tonnage averaged at 41,990. The tra,de 
of N ew(oundlaml at that time carried to foreign market. 
b91~276 quiutab of fish, and proved very pf(~fitable to the 
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then American colonists, who, when they succeeded in 
establishing themselves independent of the mother country, 
obtained a continuance of liberty to fi:;h on the banks as 
before. 

At this memorable era of American independence Great 
Britain and the United States (taking the lowest computa
tion) employed in the Newfoundland fishing trade 3000 
sail of small craft, on board of which, along with the 
men engaged ashore to cure and pack the fish, served 
upwards of ] 00,000 hands. 'Vhence it mU,st appear that 
this trade is incalculably valuable in its actual profits, 
and commercial effects. It favours the adventure of the 
merchant, affords the means of earning bread to numbers 
of individuals, and benefits the empire of the British 
hIes, in hecoming a considerahle Hnd constant nursery for 
llis majesty's navy, which main'tains (with a degree of tri
umph and imperial means I1CWf known anterior to our 
own times) the power, prosperity and peace of these coun
tries. 'Vhi1e the Etp·opbl1 Ccutillcnt is wasted with war, 
and of course disablt'd to follow the pursuits of domestic 
busin('ss, and the advantages arising from maritime 
enterprizc. 

Our voyage from what I han~ related of it, will be con
sidered to supply amusement and interest to a reflecting 
Dlind, in the progress of acquiring that information which 
travelling affords. And the reader will perceive that, 
'whatever might ha\'e been the disadvantages attending my 
education, my disposition led me to investigate the objects 
,.-hich passed before me, and which, no doubt, were cal· 
('ulated to awaken the attention of individuals less inqui
sitiH'. However, the passage to Canada afforded much 
l'lDvelty, and our arrival there presented additional matter 
for enquiry and even surpri~e on some occasions. It be· 
C'3mc at that time a the<ltre of important affairs in relation 
tu the great contest of the Colonists. Congress had been 
~.1Jl~·'L!Jlle ill tllC bope cf annexing Canada to the union, 
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and had. authorized General Schuyler on his taking the 
command in the northern department to raise a regiment 
in that prodnce. 

It was determined to keep up in Canada nine battalions 
for the ensuing campaign, inCluding one to be raised in 
that province, and General Schuyler was directed to have 
constructed at Tyconderoga, a number' of bateaux for the 
purpose of transporting the. troops to the scene of action. 
On the first intelligence received by the Americans of the 
fate of :.Iontgomery, (see my American .JoUl~nal, page 84,) 
the sen' ice in Canada was deemed of too much importance 
to be entrusted to Colonel (afterwards General) Arnold. 
QEmeral Lee,' an officer standing high in the p.ublic 
9pinion, was ordered to take the command of the 2.rmy 
there. But before General Lee could enter on this ser
vice; the opposite extreme of the Union was so threatened 
by our forces under General Sir Henry Clinton, that the 
destination of this officer was changed, and he was ordered 
to take command in the southern department. 

In the hope of exciting universally in that province the 
sentiments which prevailed through the United Colonie3, 
and of forming with it, a perfect union, Dr. Franklin and 
two others were deputed as commissioners with full 
powers on thi" subject, and with instructions to establish 
a free press. These commissioners were also instructed 
to assure the people, that they would be permitted to 
adopt such form of government as would be agreeable to 
themselves, and that the province would be c~nsidered a 
sister colony. 

General "-a:.: hington himself then, it would seem, had 
determined to conquer Canada, if possible. 'fhis appears 
fi'om a letter to General Lee, dated New York, May 
J 776, in 'whidl he says." Immediately upon my arrival 
here, I detached four regiments by order of Congress to 
Canada, unuer tIle command of Brigadier Thompson, 
and sinc('~ by the ~ame authority, and in consequence of 

Q 
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some unfavourable accounts from that quarter, General 
Sullivan and six other regiments." In the same letter 
General "~ashindon takes some credit to himself in his 

":> 

favouring the preferment of General Lee to be second in 
command of the American forces. "General 'Vard (he 
adds) upon the evacuation of Boston, and finding there 
was a probability of his removing from the smol{e of his 
own chimney, applied to me, and wrote to CongreEs for 
leave to resign. A few days afterwards some of the 
officers, as lIe says, getting uneasy "at the prospect of his 
leaving them, he applied for his letter of resignation, 
which had been careful1y forwarded to Congress, and a" I 
haye since learned, judged so reasonable (want of health 
being the plea) that it was instantly compfied with." 
General Lee was probably apprized of his preferment an
teriOl' to this, since we find that two months before, as soon 
as an account of General Montgomery's defeat and death 
was recehed by Congress, John Handcock, the then Pre
sident, sent the following notification of his appointment 
to the command in Canada. "It is the desire of Congress 
that JOIl should repair to Canada, and take upon you the 
command of the army of the United Colonies in that 
province." 

'Ve a1-:0 find Dr. Franklin on this occasion, holding a 
correspondence with General Lee on his being appointed 
to command the A merican troops in Canada. The Doc
tor appeared to consider the conquest, of that vast district 
practicable, so much so that he ad\'ises Lee about the 
particular weapons and manner of warfare which he 
thougbt fit and useful on the great occasion. Dr. Frank
lin on this interesting su~ject observes to the GeneraJ, 
" But I still wi~h with you, that pikes could be introduced, 
and I would add bows and arrows: these were good-
weapon~, not wisely laid aside :- -

1, 'Bt'caw'(' a man may sh(}()-t as truly with a bow as 
with a common ulusket. 
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2, 'He can discharge four arrow~ in the time of cbarg .. 
ing and discharging 0ge bullet. 

3, 'His object is not taken from his ,iew by the smoke 
of his own side. 

4, 'A flight of arrows seen coming upon them, terrifies 
and disturbs the enemy's attention to his business. 

0, 'An arrow striking in any part of a man, puts him 
hOTS du combat till it is extracted. 

6, ' Bows and arrows are more easily provided every 
where than muskets and ammunition." 

The observations of Dr. I<'ranklin, however, on the 
subject of 'bows and arrows as weapons of war, are the 
remarks of a philosopher, whieh will make but little im
pression on experiellced officers, who are well aware that 
fighting with arrows in these times would be vain <,md use
less, against grape shot and the fire of musquetry. The in
vention of gun-powder and the tremendous effect owing tv 
the use of ordnance in the field at present, has entirely 
superceded the tactics and modes, and instruments of at
tack and defence which had been successfully practised by 
the ablest of the ancients. Previous to the terrible ex
perience.of gun-powder, and the new arms and military 
arrangements originating from the using of it, as is now 
done on all occasions, bows and ano;ws obtained a pre
('mineDt place with the conquerors and armies of the earth. 
But these, with other weapons celebrated by the poets 
and bjstorians of yore, are passed away nev-er to return ; 
for the progress of the sciences and art!'; has powerfully 
found out means of manifold destruction in war, enough 
to consume with electric vengeance the boasted resources 
of the old empires, and to confound tbe understanding 
and skill of t~ Cyruses and Alexanders and Cresars, who 
took wasting strides in the east and south, and west. 

Probably the North American barbarians in Doctor 
Franklin's day used the arrow and bow with as much 
for~ an4 d.e~teroQs effect as any of the ~ncients e~er did, 

Q~ 
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and yet we perceive them putting it gradually aside, ~s 
soon as the colonization of North America brought them 
acqlhinted with the use of firelocks. They fo'und {n their 
hattles with the CQloni$ts how trifling iJJ comparison~he 
~rrow wounded, and how few it took off from the enenly';~ 
ranks, when compared wit~ the fire flashing from a li~tle 
line of mur..;quetry:' However, it is certail~, that the arrOlY 
of the ancients was truly formidable, particularly in the 
barbarous wmgc of it, as poisoned, and ofte~ conveying '!
Ji(iUid flame into the wound which it inflicted. The savage 
tril)~'s of A !i1C'l'ica are known to poison it. In the 5th 
Chapter of the Apostle's Epistle to' the Ephesians, lYe 
read of " fiery darts," in allusion to missile weapons used 
in battles and sieges, and Arrian describes a we~pon of 
tIlis sort surrounded at the lower extremity with co~
hustible i:latter. Marcellinus gives an account of a fiery 
arrow called malleolus, constructed of cane Qr reed, having 
fi'om the head to the middle a piece of iron open-work, 
containing, by way of a tube, consuming materials. In 
the shooting of it, tJlis enclosed matter being inflame~,_ 

~dhcrcd 'to and burned the object fired at. Matthew Paris 
relates, that s;;llilar arrows were made use of in naval 
{'!If!:ag'crnents au,I sieges, and tl.lat an archer could send, 
hy means 01' a single weapon, nearly an ounce of corn
bu..;tihle ~ ~(l uiu, a distance of tweh-e sco!,e yards. PolJdore 
Virg-il, ill <.peaking of one of our battles against the :French, 
in the r· i:,':1l of Edward III, mentions the great confusion 
made among the enemy (sagittarun:t nuue) by a tern
pestuoW' <:loud 9f alTOW~, and conclq.des by saying, tbat 
it was surpri"ing' how signally so great an' army was de
:f,_'ated l~yEnglish al'chcr~ 'only; (adeo Anglus est sagitti . 
POlt:IS) the Englislllll<ln was so excellent' in doing execu
tion ,,,ith arrow". Sacred history affords a variety of 
;l:;:S: u'ar,(' (', that the bow and arrow during the fortun~s' 
of the {"raditc", were sacce:,,,fully u"ed at that era. Of 
~h;~ the dt':3cri ption of a fatuI bOlttle with the Philistines) 
~ 
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gives us a lively id~a, as we 1;ind it in Mr. S. 'Vesley'~ 
:v ersion of the Scriptures; in th,e following sublime lines': 

" Lodg'd on the cliff, an iron uall they stood; 
Floated the hollow road with streams of blood! 
The battle hung !--and neither side gave way, 
Till Achish cbarg'd himself--and turn'd the day. 
A shower of feather'd darts his guards let fly ; 
At once their bow_strings twang'd, and fill'd the sky! 
As with red light'ning, jorl,-y shrifts' o'athrou:lI, 

Stretch'd on the sod the expiring Hebrews groan." 

The pike, howeH'r,' "rhich Doctor Franklin suggesb 
the use of in the mode of. fighting-, fit for raw levies like 
~hose of the Colonists opposed to regular troops, lUUi;t be 
thought on some occasions a \veapon of mm'c advantage. 
The pike in its perfection is the Roman hasta, and has 
been greatly prised by the Scotch and Iri~h, and yet it is 
but ill calculated to ~omhat an army furnislled with pieces 
of ordnancc and firelocks at present. Since ttle invention 
and lise of gun-powder, it not only fell into disns<', but 

f , 

has heen·nearly forgotten for some ages b:lc!L The great 
belligerent powers haye put it hy€'. It suits perhaps a 
rabble, undisciplined army, on the spur of their progress, 
but R~rel'y ~h ~~on as they would have to en~-age disrip. 
lined soldiers, like those of Europe at .the rnol:H'lIt, the 
pike as a weapon would he almost useless, and evcn an 
incumbrance. Its chief ll(!vantage seem~ to be in resisting 
the charge of cav:llry, and so it was tried with some 
partial success in the late rebellious disturbances of Ireland. 
The reg-ular pike seems 'to be made to meet ~uch an onset, 
being in length eighteen feet, and h~ying a sharp curved 
knife attached near the point of it. In meeting the horse
man's charge, one end of it was fixed in the grollnd, and 
held so to receive tIle horse on its point The front-rank 
or' pikenlen stood firm and unmoved for that purpose, and 
the re~~·fank men endeavoured to dispatch the rider by 
t 
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thursts of the pike, and, if they failed, it was attempted 
by means of the attached knife, to cut the bridle-reins, 
when the horse and rider happened to a void the destruc
tion prepared for them. It is somewhat surprising, that 
the weapon was attempted to be used in this w~y, and did 
damage to some detachments of our cavalry in the late 
rebellion bere. However, the rebels could procure but 
few of the real pike or 'laSe(/" and had they been all armed 
with it, they could not prevail in any degree to withstand 
the grape and musqnetry fire which swept away whole 
lines at once. 

It was at the 1ptportant juncture of our arriving in 
America, a time big with event and interest, that Thomas. 
Paine, of innovating notoriety, entered upon the political 
theatre there, where he made so much noise. It is 
remarkable that we find him at this time introduced for 
some singular coincidence of thinking, by his friend and 
patron Dr. 'Franklin, to General Lee, in which he pro. 
ceeds thus, viz. "The bearer, Mr. Paine, has requested 
a ,ine of introduction to you, which I give the mot:e 
willingly, as I know his sentiments are not very different 
from yours. He is the reputed, and, I think, the real 
author of " Common Sense," a pa~phlet that has made 
great impr~ssion here." 

In mentioning the nam~ of this singular individual, I 
think it will not prove displeasing to the reader to offer 
SOIIle remarks on his character and e~ertions as a Revo
lu~ionist. He possessed, it is notorious, sterling unedu
cated ability, the rlldenesB of which proved instrume~~ 
fOr th~ wide circulation of his opinions; bqt he cannot 
fail to be thought of with dete&tation, from his total dere
~iction or lack of i~tegrity. While he abjured the Chris
tian revelation, he did not disdain to ava,l himself of the 
vilest hypocrisy, and probably, at pFesent, after his 
decease, in appre~iating him we cannot decide whether 
or not he really 'f~s an ~nfj.del, Qr whetheJ! he at all uttere4 
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the sentiments of his soul. 'Vhen the i'evolution of Ame
rica began to rage, he "Toie his best and ablest work, 
"Common Sense." In this he took or borrowed the 
sllield of truth from the sanctuary of our religion, and it 
is probable he was then in earnest. His "Common 
Sense," a good deal promoted the cause of independance, 
and gained him confidence and esteem in America beyond 
Ilis value and his expectatioRs. Buoyed by his unexpected 
sutcess, he ~ailed in the current of revolutionary thingi 
from North America to Europe; and wickedly and wan
tonly thought himself able to supply incalculable aid to 
some wild reformists in the British Islands, to revolutionize 
that empire which (we piously hope) rests its foundations 
of power and permanency on the Rock oj Ages, proof to 
invasion and seditious vicissitudes. In tbis perfidious 
attempt he wrote his "Rights of Man," and his" Age 
of Reason." 'fhe former evinced bim a most despicable 
politician, who totally miscalculated the means and 
finances of Britain; and the latter in which he assailed 
revealed religion and moral virtue, declared him abomi
nable even as an unbeliever, while he openly classed a3 
the basest plagiarist. He merely garbled the IlTeligious 
arguments of a Spinosa and a Hobbes, the sceptical no
tions of a H ume and a Gibbon, and the impious sophistry 
of the French modern school, which the admirers of Vol
taire in England had translated throug'h disaffection, at 

from motives of base lucre. Paine executed his ugly 
task in strong simple phraseology, which caug-ht the vulgar 
taste, and gave atheistical and ill-founded ca,-illings a 
diffusion among the multitude which they otherwise could 
not acquire. This he did, it may be said, to afford assist
ance in concert to the factions of the regicides in Paris, 
which almost every.moon consumed each the other; and 
his Parisian friends provided him with an asylum from 
the just punishment which the constitution and lqw cfthe 
land ',as about to visit bim with in En~]and. As lon~ a.<; 
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the reign of tetTOr lasted in France, Paine remained tbcrc1 

but as soon as some salutary regulations began to be 
ndopted, he was looked on as an enemy to all government'. 
EYen previous to any re\'i,'al of the civil power he was 
imprisoned and in danger of meeting the reward of h.is 
~anguinary labours, and obliged once more, to rc-cross the 
Atlantic seas to the American shores; where if he ,"'ai 
l'ecei,-ed by a iew7 he was despised and avoided by all 
wise and virtuous citizens. It does not add to the then 
Presidenr~, Mr. Jeffel'SOM's honour, ,""hile it publishes the 
evils of factious party in the States, to find Paine invited 
back to pass his decline thf.re, with prayers" for the suc
ccss of his useful labours." Yet we are well assured that 
such an invitation was displeasing to the Americans in 
general, as appears from the accounts of him published by 
an American gentleman* after his decease. His biogra
pher minutely narrates his conduct in Eng'land and France, 
wllere at length his atrociou~ d(j~~ma~ set forth in all the 

outrageous tone of democratic fierceness, and his odious,. 
indecency of manners and intoxication rendered him 
universally obnoxious. In this deserved dilemma of low 
disgrace, his biographer inform~ us (in the underwritten 
extract) of his motive to revisit North America. "'Vea
ried with the republic, though obstinately bent on main".. 
taining his principles against his feelings, he now 'sighed 
to return to the l~ nited States. He knew not indeed 
what to do with himselt: He could not return to England, 
where he barl been wisely outlawed, and he was' aware 
that he was odiou;; in the Vnited States. Washington 
jw4ly considered him an anarchist in go,~ernment, and an 
infidel in religion. He had no country ill the world, and 
it may tmly be sai tl that he had not a friend. 'Vas ever 
lJI(-!1l W wretch~d? 

justly puni~ht d ? 
\"\'a.s eH'!' an' (~norl1lOUS sinner so 

He mu"t, IwweH'r, return to the 

'r. :VIr. Chedham. 
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United States, for be was poor ; the plunderers of France 
having plundered only for thelJ16elves. He still retained 
his farnl at New Rochelle, and he was sensible that~ 

greatly increased in value, it would abundantly supply aU 
his wants.-

On the 13th of October, 1782, he arrived at Baltimore, 
under the protection of the President Jefferson. But it 
appears that curiosity induced no body, Of any distinction, 
to suffer his approach. !While at ~ hotel, he was 
principally visited by the lower class of emigrants from 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, who ,had there admired 
his 'Rights 'of Man.' With them it appears" he drank 
grog in the tap .. room, morning; noon, ,anil night, admired 
and prai~ed, strutting and staggetingabout, shewing him .. 
self to all, and shaking hands, with, all. The leaders of 
the party to which hahad attached ... himself, paid him no 
attention." He 'bad brought to America with him a wo
man, named Madame Bonneville, whom he had seduced 
away from her husband, with her two sons; and whom he 
seems to have treated with the utmost, meanness and ty
l'ilnny. _ Mr. 'Cheetham's first illtfodllCtioh, to him is thus 
related in his preface. 

"After his return t.o the United, ,States from Fr.ilnc~ 
I :"ecatne' acquainted with him on his alTival in New Y Qrk, 

. '2.'" ' , ','l I ";. (i I 
....,,.,,.,,,,.,.11,.,.,.,,., . • 

! ~.... ;, 1 'j J j 

-, ii' :t ff...s; to.t1w. ,compensations which Pa~nf(, received, in Americ~ 
. far ~ reyolutio,nary' w~i~ings, th~y appear te; be the following :' 
Ini 1785, COl)gn'lisgranted ~im t-hrc~ ,thollsand dollar$, after-

~ . ". • ' ." . :! _. • • .; l 
havil)g I reje,cted, i,with ,indjgnatiou,~ ~tion) for appointio& 

~~m, historiogra'p~~r!to, the UnitedSta~es, . with a salary. Two 
Statf's only made bim !Ic~ua1 gratuities. Pennsylvania by an 
ad o'f .t~elegislature;·vcited him' five hundred pounds c~rrency~ 

, .,,' - '," . 
aild' New York conferred on him the estat~ of FrederiCk DavO'e, 
a royalist, situated at.~N(!\t Roch~Ue'; in the county of West. 
deiter, consiStingiof;.nwre1tllan thtee'hundred acr~ ef la-f1d, 
iolligb cultivation. ",il;. 

It - , 
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irr the year 1802. He introduced himself to me by letter 
from 'Vashington city, requesting me to take lodging! 
for him in New York. I accordingly enga&"ed a room il' 
Lovett's hotel, supposing him to be a gentleman, and ap
prised him of the number. On his arrival, about ten at 
night, hewrote me a note, desiring tO'see me immediately. 
I waited on him at Lovett'S, in company with Mr. George 
Clinton,. J UIT. We rapped at the door: a small figure 
opened it within-, mean~y dress~d, having an old top coat, 
without an under one; a dirty silk handkerchief loosely 
thrown round his neck ; a long beard of more than a week's 
growth.; a face well carbuncled,. fiery as the setting sun, * 
~nd the whole figure staggering under a load of inebria
tion. I was on the point of enquiring for. Mr. Paine, 

. when I saw in hi~ countenaJ'IICC" sometIimg of the portraits 
'I had seen of him. We were desired to be seated. He 
had before him a small round table, on which were a beef
stake, some beer, a pint of~brandy,. a pitcher of water, 
and a glass.. He sat eating, drinking, and talking, with as 
nmch composure' as if he had lived with us all his life. 
I soon perceived that he had, ayery retentive memorJ\ 
and was full of anecdote. The Bishop ofLandaff was almost 
the tirst wOl~d he uttered, and'it was followed by inform
ing us, that he had in his trunk a manu~ript reply tQ th~ 
Bishop's Apology. He then, calmly mumbling his steak, 
and ever and anon drinking his brandy and beer, repeated' 
the introduction to his reply, which ottnpied 'him tlear 
half an hour: This was done with d(llibe~atibn . the ut-. , 
most clearness, and a perfect apprehensio.n;'intoxicated as 
he was, of all that he repeated. Scnrcel/ a word would 
11e ~~l?w u~'to speak. 'l!e always, (afterwards found, 
.' •• ( , I J, I J j •• 

JH all compames, drulIk or sober, uould be listened to, in 
this l'~'gard fthere ",<,ur'e no '~'iglds '.0' })le'n with him . no 
, . .. 1 " I' . ,,- .11. " . ; . • ' " . 

•. ·jtf 1() 
' •. -I • 

, -'* :r'heau.thor r~maJk9 jthat Falstaff's j description Qf. Bar~ 

tl"ltf's no Sf: \\ ould ha\'e suited Paine'S. ..JOt '. 

; 1 
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equality, no reciprocal 'immunities and obligations, fm' 
,he would ,iisten to no one.'" 

Mr. Cheetham gives the following aeCouoHt of hi3 ·man
Rer ofli.ving after this time. 

"In the spring of 1804,. he returned ta his farm at New 
Rochelle, Purdy having left it, taking with him the two 
Bonnevilles, and leaving their mother in the city. Not 
.choosing to live 'upon the farm him~elf, he ~ired one 
Christopher Derick, an old man, to work it for him. 
While Derick was husbanding the tarHl, Paine and the 
two young Bonnevi.lles bgarded som,eti111 c";:, with Mr. 
Wilburn, .in Gold-street, in the city, but principally 
with Mr. Andrew Dean, at New Rochelle. M,,.;. 'Dean, 
with whom I I have conversc(l, tells me that he was daily 
drunk at their ,house, and th~t in his few sober moments 
he was always quarrelling witlI her, and disturbing the 
peace of the family. 'She repr~sen'ts him as deliberately 
and disgustingly filthy; as clltlsing to perform the offices 
of nature in }lis bed! I~}s not surprising, therefore, that 
she importuned her husband to turn him out of the house; 
but owing to M:r. 'Dean's predilection for ,his .political 
,writiags; her, importunities were, for 'several weeks, un
availing. Constantdom~stic disquiet very naturally ensued, 
which was encreased by Paine's peevishness and violence. 
One day he ran after Miss Dean, a girl of fifteen, with a. 
.chair whip in his hand, to whip her, and would have done 
60, but for the interpositioR nf her mother. The enraged' 
Mrs. Dean, to use her own language, 'flew at hinh~ 
Paine retreated up stairs into his private room, and was 
swiftly pursued by his antagonist. The }ittle drunken old 
man owed his safety to the holts ,Df his door. In the 
fall of the year, ' Mrs. Dean prevailed with her husband t9 

keep him in the hou$e no lOI~ger. The two Bonnev i.lIes 
~vere quite neg·lected. 

," From Dean'S, he went to live on his farm. Here one 
pf ~is first acts was to discharge old perick, with whom 

ij2 
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be had wrangled, and to whom he had been a tyrant, 
from the moment of theil' engag"ement. Derick left him 
with revengeful thoughts. 

~'Being now alone, exept in the company of the two 
Bonnevilles, of whom lIe took but little notice, he engaged 
an old black woman of the name or Belly, to do his house
work. Betty lived with him hut three weeks. She seems 
to have been as intemperate as himself; lil{e her master, 
she was every day intoxicated. Paine would accuse her 
of $tealing his New-England rum, and Betty would retort 
by calling him an old drunkard. Often, Mrs. Dean 
informs me, would they both lie prostrate on the same 
600r, dead-drunk, sprawling and swearing and threatening 
to fig-ht, but inc~pable of approaching each other to COID

bat; nothing but inability prevented a battle." 
The following is a letter written by Dr. Manley, who 

attended this extraordinary person in his last illness in 
answer to enquiriC3 from ;\11', Cheetham: 

" During the latter past of his life, (says Dr. Manley) 
though bis conver~mtion was equivocal, his conduct was 
!;in~"ular. He wOlJ!d not be left alone night (IT dar. ~Ie 
not only required to ha',e some persons with him, but he 
must f'ee that he or ,:;he was t;rere~ and would not allow 
his curtain to be closed at any time; and if, a8 it would 
sometimes unavoidably happen, he w;).s left alone, he 
would scream and holla, Hntjl some person came to him. 
When relief from pain would admit, he seemed thoughtful 
and contemplative, his eyes being generally closed, and his 
hands folded 11Pon his breast, although he never slept 
without the assistance of an anodyne. There was some
thing remarkable in hi" conduct about this period, (w!lich 
comprises ahout two weeks immediately preceding his 
dead1) particularly whell we reflect, that Thomas Paine 
was author of the Ag"e of Reason.· He would call out 
during; ]:tis paroxysms of distress, without intermission, 
(0 Lord, Mlp m~, God he-!..Y) me, JesU$ Christ help mel 

. . 
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o Lord help me, repeat in; the same expression without 
any the least variation, ill a tone of voice that. would 
alarm the house. It was this conduct which induceLl 
me to think he had abancloned his former opinions; and 
I W~ more inclined to that belief, when l understood 
fl'on. his nurse (who is ,a very seriQus, and, I believe, 
pious woman,) that he would occasionally enquire, whell 
he saw her engaged with a book, what she was reading, 
and being al.lswered, and at the same time asked whether 
she should read aloud,*" he assented, il-nd would appe~r tQ 
g'ive particular attention. 

" I took occailion, during the nights 'Of the 5th and 6lh 
of June, to test the strL·ngth of his opinions respecting 
revelation. I purpo3ely made him a very late visit; jt 

was a time which seemed to suit exact!J with my errand; 
it was midnight; he was in gTeat distress, constantly ex·· 
claiming ill tbe words above mentioned; when, after ~ 
considerable preface,' 1 addressed him in the foUowin~ 
manner, the nnr3e being present. 

" Mr. Paine, 'your opinions, by a large portion of the 
oommunity, have been treated with deference; you have 
nevei' been in the habit of mixin,;' in Jour cOllversation 
~r{}s of course: -you have never indulg'ed in the practi~ 
of profane swcaring: you must be sensible that we ar~ 
acquainted with your religious opinions as they are given 
to the world. 'Vhat must we think of .YOUf present COIl

duct? 'Vhy do you call upon .Jesus Christ to help you? 
Do you believe he can help you 2 Do you believe in the 
divinity of Jesus Christ? Come now, answer me honeitly; 
I want an answcr as from the lips of a dying man, for I 
,rerily believe that you will not live twenty-four bours. 
~ waited ~ome time at the end of every question; he did 

* The book sbe usually l:~ild was Mr. JIobart''i "Compa .. 
!lion for the Altar." 
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not answer, but ceased to exclaim in the above manner. 
Again I addressed him, 'Mr. Paine, you have not answer
ed my questions; will you answer them? Allow me to 
ask again-Do you believe ?or let me qualify the ques
tion-do JOU wish to believe that Jesus Christ is the 80n 
of God?' After a paH';e of some minutes, he answered, 
, I have no wish'to believe on that su~ject. I then left 
him, and know not whether he afterwards spoke to any 
person on any su~jert, though he lived, as I before ob- . 
served, till the morning of the 8th. * 

"Such conduct, under usual circumstances, I conceive 
absolutely unacconntable, though with diffidence I would 
remark, not so much so in the present instance; for though 
the first neces~ary and g.-enernl result of comiction be a 
sincere wish to atone for evil committed, yet it may be a 
question worthy of able consideration whether excessive 
pride of opinion, consummate vanity, and inordinate self
love, might not pre,'cnt or retard that otherwise natural 

." consequence t 
Snell was the exit of this uneducated agitator, who, 

whatever his talents were, ohtained a degree of celebrity 
much abQve the point of his abilities, a celebrity which 
made him giddy, and at last contributed to the wretche«l 
disregard which awaited him at the close of his chequered 
life. His pitch of talent after all appears to have consisted 
in a penetrati-ng, quick sagacity, capable to perceive the 
shrewd and pointed casuistry of the d~sts and sceptics of 
Great Britain and Europe on the Continent. The press 
teemed with their licentious work$, when he set out in his 
abominahle career, and the manner in which he vulgarized 
(ifsuch a word be· allow~~ble) 'the qcumen and force of 
their scepticism, made him an emineq,t. champioq. III thf} 

-' * Paine died on the 8th of June, 1809, ~ge4 ~v~nty.JW9 c 

years and five months. 
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(;aus~ of anare.by and impiety. Such in short was Paine, 
and it is worth while to reflect how llis departure from thill; 
world, somewhat assimilated to the dissolution of the 
arch-deist V oltain~, and others who denied the Christian 
doctrines. The Abbe Barnel relates how Voltaire, in spite 
<» his unprincipled associateS', whom in his dying agonies 
he cursed for their base assistance before, was attended 
by a father confessor to enable him to atone a~ 

much as possible for his apostacy. And we find, althougIl 
Paine remained stubborn whell death O\·-ertook him, yet 
that he but concealed his mental con fl.ict~ with his usual 
eonstitutional moroseness. This is almost proved by his 
desire that the nurse would pray for him fi'om a manual of' 
Christian devotion, and bis own occasional involu>ntaJ.·Y 
!lupplicationsofthat Divine Personage who became an ob. 
lation and ransom for our fallen and degenerated species. 
Such an unrighteous demise, however, is dreadful in the 
extreme; while it exposes fallacy, hypocrisy, and profane
ness in a colouring painful to any mind impressed with 
sacred thoughts. How weak is man in ,all his boasted 
ability! Voltaire rejoiced in his strength of learning, 
intellect, and genius; anel, ~D! the king of terrors found 
him on a bed of languishing, a trembling .... human creature, 
willing to give worlds, if he owned them, for a few months, 
or evch weeks of divine reconciliation, and contrite r:e. 
pentaI\ce. His ,-assaI admir~r and disciple Pai~, not. 
withstanding his cons~nt, filthy ebriety, cpuld not drown 
reOection enti~ely, or ,put the w()rm of re~orse to sleep 
by the grossest riot. :If we were to make an estimate in 
result of unbelievers' bred in the congregations of Chri~
tians, we would perhaps conclude,. jf not with certainty, 
at least with the greatest probability, that there is no such 
p~'inciple as a solid ,satisfactory unbelief of that celestial 
providence in which, we lh'e, and are enlightened with 
reasonable and religious ideas ~ It would seem of a truth 
that the yanity of idle and ,-jcious .philosophy decei\'(:3 t!lC 
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entertainer:; of it during the years of their youth and spi
rit~, that they remain utter strangers to the recesses o~ 
their own breasts, and. so recoil in sickness and old age 
from the phantoms of intoxicating 'pleasure hnd mental 

I delusion to their early tene~s of devotion, or the latent 
pr~judic('s of piety they imbibed in the days of infancy. 
Here a passing observation presses itself, viz. inculcating 
the inestimable benefit of vital Christianity instilled in the 
nurture and education of the rising genc>ration. If the 
word ofHfe be divinely engrafted on the blooming grmvth 
of the Christian soul as it e'\pands and opens, it will 
scarcely become unbelieving' and reprobate in its future 
progress through a world of edl communication, in which 
the imposing advocates of sensuality for a season sow the 
hotbed seeds of gross wickedness and vice, so as to· choak 
the goodly shoots of reason and principle. Such was the 
loose economy of human life in general among the gay 
people of France, when sensual indulgence and elegant 
oblivion insen~iblJ unsluiced the torrent of revolution, 
until anarchy swept away the throne and the altar. May 
the British islands be warned by the awful example, and 
lay the vast lesson with feat and contrition to heart, by· 
keeping alive the holy fire of gospel religion, and cultivat
ing the good fruits of evangelical virtue! The repUblican 
tree of liberty, it is wen known, could 110t flourj~h in th~ 
same region with true Christianity, our tree of life! 
To eradicate the latter and plant the former· was the 
diabolical aim of the Voltaire . .,; 'ahd· the Paines; of,tlt~ 

high and the low deists; and these deistical names willb~ 
recorded as glaring instances ,or self degradation and nui. 
sance in the annals of the faithful historian, who will 
have to record the rise and progress of the French re,'o
lution, and the order of thingg wmch at lengfh it tended 
to establish in so many states and countries of the conti. 
nent. The historian,. no doubt, will de\'"eiope the 9pFin~ 
and engines which effected sueh a manifold cbQnge, aRd _ 
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-in eo doing will expose the malicious motives and dying 
desperation of the prime movers of sedition and strife in 
Europe. It is to the infidel's and sceptic's condition and 
reward, that the author would direct the reader's strict 
attention and religious care. 

" Behold from night the great Accuser rise, 
Retouching old, and coining moden} lies; 
No slander unessay'd, no. path untrod, 
To blast the glories of Incarnate God! 
An open enemy to Moses' laws; 
A secret patron of Samaria's cause; 
Who purpos'd Sion's temple to o'erthrow, 
Traitor to CO!aar, and to God a foe. 

So, as authentic old records declare, 
(If past with future judgment we compare) 
Possest with frantic and dremoniac spleen, 
Apostate Julian sC91f'd the Nll'!w'ene; 
His keenest wit the imperial jester tries, 
But to his breast the vengeful arrow flies; 
He, while his wound with vital crimion streams, 
Proud in despair, confesses and blasphemes; 
Impious, but unbelieving now no more, 
lIe owns the Galilean conqueror." 

s 
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CHAP. V1IT. 

$urprizing loftiness and peculiar nature of Pi1)es. and ' 
Cedars of {'anada, Canadian's neat alld llSfful economy 
as a jarnu r, and householdfr. Account of some chit and 
religiolls usages. Canadian a.nd Frl'llch manners similar 
a good deal. Df'jf'at and death of General frlolllgomcry 
before Quebec. Dangers in carrying on 'he Far Trade 
.by the People of Jl.lontreal, &c. ' .. <:ilh. tile Indian Tribes. 
Description of Quebec, the St. Laurence Rhwr and Falls 
of }liagam. Obser'l.'lLfions on the Bear and Rat of 
Canada, with Geneml Remarks on the Country and 
Inhabitants. 

A T our arrival in Canada, as it was in thp last Chapter 
observed, new dispositions of the Colonial forces, and ap
pointments of officers commanding, took place in the hope 
of overpowering' the Royal troops, after the signal discom
fiture which Mr. Montgomery's army met at Quebec. 
The importance and value of the district· was thus 
acknowledged by the measures of Congress to recover it, 
and by the plans of the best generals and most capable 
individuals of America, for the purpose of attaining so 
,aluable an object. Our army therefore on gaining the 
A merican shore, had the appr-oaching prospect of hard 
fig"hting:, and due preparations were accordingly made. 
Previous, however, to an account of actual hostilities it 
may better accord with the outline of this memoir to 
describe the local situation of the country. 

An European, after disembarking upon this northern 
shore of the American main, is at first seized with astonish
ment at the exceeding loftiness of the pine, fir, and cedar 
trees, which here acquire an ascendency sublime indeed. 
Of the pine trce Canada produces two kinds, the white and 
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}'ed, 'which alil{c .yield turpentine; On the opper'e-xtre • 
. lUi ties of the white pine a sort of excrescence, Msimiiating' 
.00 a tnllshr.oom inits ;appearance and texture, usually grows, 
and tlW; the Canadians administer asa medioine to patients, 
llfili:cted with dysentery. From the red pine a greatCl' 
quantitJof tHl:peIrtineisobtained than from tkewhite. The 
red beside is heavier, but is neither so gross or large in it~ 
growth -a~ the white, It is obS'ervable, that where the 
red pineflouri~hes, the soil is excellent for .growiNg corn. 

The ·farm "bouses here are beheld with sensation;; of 
pleasure by strangers. TIley a.re usually low buildings of 
stone, pleasil)gw whitened on the outside, and interspersed 
at agreeable distances. Theym,ostly have but a gt"Qlllld 

fioor, on 1Vhich three or four eonvenlent apartments are 
constructed. Th~ humble 'structure of the dwellings has 
given rise to a pun, viz. That the Canadians can tell stOries 
well, but seldom if ever make stories. In their habita· 
tidns great nea,btess prevails. His famHug economy is 

. creditable to the, Canadian. He is attentive in tending 
his cattle. The farm is not in general larg-e, grazing' 
thirtyor forty sheep, and about.a dozen of cows, along 
with fiv-e or six oxen for the plough: The kine are small 
but very good f()r the fam\er'~ use. ,\Vith sllch moderate 
meam the:. husbandman of Canada supports his HlIIlity in 
competence and comfort, and, even so far back as the 
A~erican revolution, the people appeared more satisfacto· 
ri\y and better circumstanced tpan the lower classes of the 
.Engli~ll themseh"es. 

Instead of keeping fires in chimnies the people of Canada 
use stoves in their apartments, which, although they may 

. diffuse heat. more equally, seem to convey a disad-\'antage 
,i"jurious to the health of the inhabitants, in producing' a 
sulphureous air in the rooms. This may be instrumental in 
giving the Canadians that sallow tinge of complexion so 
common among them. 

S 2 
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In Canada the people do not in general cuitivate or
chards, although some individuals keep th~se accomoda
tions so useful to the householder, but every farmer is pro
,·ided with a valuable kitchen garden. Churches are built 
throughout the countt-y, distant from each ,otherabonhhree " 
leagues. The chapel or church is always erected in a 
village, and has a parsonage or glebe-house attaehOOJ as 
also a school for the children of both sexes, and so'me ha
bitations to lodge the different artizans and mechanics, 
who are wanted by the villagers. These convenient usages, 
the intelligent reader need not be told, as~imilate to the 
~ustoms of the French nation, and,' no doubt were adot\t
ed by the Colonists ,of Canada in pursuance of the estab
lishments and observances' in which they were brought up 
before they emigrated beyond the ocean. 

There is, however, a striking religi0lls custom, which 
probably is peculiar to Canada. In the intermediate spaces 
between the churches, larg'e wooden crol!'ses are raised on 
the road-side, parallel to the shores ofthe river, about from 
fifteen to twenty feet in height, amI broad in propor
tion. I<'ronting the road-side square holes are perceivable 
in the crosses; in which images of wax representing'the 
crucifixion, or the Virgin Mother with'the infant Saviour 
jn her. arms, are kent to, eX('itc r sacred, emotions in the 

£ 

minds of passengers. These, images are encased in glass 
to save them from the il1jury of the weather, and the crosses 
exhibit representations of the instruments which had, 
been employed by the Jews in crucitying our'Lord, viz. 
the hammer, pincers,nalls,fiask of vinegat) along· with 
other matter~ expressh-e of the Redeetner's" catas
trophe. Even the figure of acockii3 not omitted in order 
to convey an allusion of St.· Peter's denial of his' divini 
.Master. Thi~ public fixed ceremonial' (if such a' phrase 
h.' allowable) nen:'f fails to make theinte~ded impres
SiOil~ \)I~ pf"Jple that pa"s by. Every body passing, 'whether 
on foot "I' cthen" ~!O(>, stops, deyolltly kneBls on the rond 
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ill' all weathers, and repeats :set prayers which all arc 
taught for such occasions. 

The canadians have complexions and features which 
,remind the: obserter of the French :pmple from whom 
they are '-descended. They have pale' swarthy laces, 
and, compa:red to the British, they are low of stature. 
They: in g'eneral wear a ,short jacket, and in 'Winter an 
'additional' coarse frize or'hlanket coat, which they ti~ 
about the body with a worsted sash~ Instead of hats, in the 

'milder season they use a woollen cap, but w hen the cold 
sets in a fur' 'OIlE'. The Canadian haH a constant fang 
for that fashionable appendage of every ;Frenchman in the 
old monarchy, viz. an amazing long queue. He delighUi 
in smoking tobacco, and from the years of infancy, is seeR 
during; the day, ',vilh a pipe in his mouth. The people of 
Canada' subsist on a' simple' diet, mostly consisting- of milk 
andve'getabJes. This 'plain and humble fare has been 
thought by some to 'contribute in keeping,lhem meagre in 
their looks, and of a slender habit of body. But such an 
opinion appears not founded in fact. The Irish in general 
live on vegetables and milk, 'and yet they look healthy 
and well complexioned, at least cOlilpared with Canadians. 
It is more probable that the ,stoves in their houses pl'Ove 

, detrimcntaJ..to the individual's colour ande"cnconstitution, 
as it is certain, that the heated and confined air thus ~-ene
rated in!theil' d\~ellingH,produces an unnatural and bad 
atmosphere, which always attaches to the house in that 
cold reg-ion., Even in Irelaml the peasant's smoky cottaO"e 

, -, ~ , 
."it is w'ell'known,.' ting-es the face to 'a siddy and somewl1at 

tawny h'ue~i while individuals in the same' nei2'hhourhood . v, 
who 'are 'better lodged, display a fail" ;:ud ruddy apP(·arance. 
It would indeed seem that there is something of difrerenee-

~J in the human complexion in diffi'rent countries, which 
cannot be: sufficiently accounted for. On the coasts of 
Guinea and 'the ban,ks of the Senegal and Gambia,the tQr
rid palver of the sun no {Ioubt, greatly contributes to g-i\'e 
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that shining jetty black which the African exhibits; yet 
" the most capable inquirers into the laws of nature are led 
to think there are essential causes of complexional dispa: 
rity t)perating on . the inhabitants of far distant nations. 
In short that the burning beam of the sun is but partiaHy 
instrumental in colouring the Etbiopian's skin. 

If we thus make an estimate of the Canadiao, we will 
perhaps be led to consider his ancestor in sotne of the 
various districts or departments of France, where althfttlgh 
·there is a variety of climate fi'om Normandy to the confines 
of Italy, we perceire a similarity of complexion, which 
identity of colour we find a good deal existing in the CGlo.. 
nist Frenchman's face in the chill meridians of North 
America. 

The temper and manners peculiar to the French attach 
to the Canadians, which i~ chiefly observable in the sex. 
The Canadian women are lively, easy, good natured ,and 
obliging; their persons are neat and pleasing, although 
they have but few pretensions to beauty . Yet it is ama
zing to think how their personal defects are happily set off 
by some charm of beh<1Viour, which cannat be described, 
but which renders them always engagingaI'Kl.a.greeable. 

There is a degree of rank or quality, to wJiich a resped
ful homage belongs among' the Canadians~ intitled Seig· 
neur or lord. of the village. T.hese individuals, distin
guished althoug"h humble, maintain somewhat of the old 
feudal authority, and actually presume more on their im
portance than a nobleman in England w0uld among his 
tenantry. They are the direct descendaBts of the French 
officers, who obtained debentures and became settlers, 
when Canada was colonized at first. Being above the 
business of reclaiming and tilling their plantations, and 
cherishing the distinctions of the French noblesse in the 
vast woods of North America, they parcelled out th~ir 
grounds, like the Generals of the feudal times in Europe, 
to the soldiers who followed their fortunes. The actual 
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cuhivalor 01' temtu.t) wh0 classed in some'sol't as vassal to 
a slIpellior officer, p.ossessed the land by paying a small 

. quit reat and pecuniary nne. Of such small consideration.. 
an idea may be taken from this, viz. That a lordship in.. 
Canada of two le8.0oues in front, and Wllimited in extent 
h~kwards (called the droit du. moulin or melarie) produced 
the s~o:n(Jur but a trifling revenue, so trifling in amount 
that at prerent the lord is often poOli, and his tenant UDder 
him wealthy in compariaoo. Yet high and dutifu.l respect 
is exacted by and paid to the seigneur who reckons his. 
lineage ftom the ancient nobility of France, and lrh,i)o 

claims as his right considerable influence and exc1usi\'e_ 
privileg'es, which kad been gl'anted to French officers in 
the colonization of the -country. 

These lords of the soil or seigneurs are said to be the 
posterity ofa particular order otnobility, who were allowed 
by Lows XIV, to exercise trade and commerce by sea 
and land, without degradation or derogating from thBir 
honours and rights. Trading and commercial pursuits 
were considered in the old monarchy altogether beneath 
and inconsistent with the exalted rank and dignity of tIle 
noblesse ingeneral; and of consequence the merchant noble. 
man in Franc-e, although legally possessed of his title, could 
Rot class in similar respect with the other branches of the 
peerage. However, the sons of mercantile peers,_emigrat
ing to Canada, might there presume on the rank of their 
fathers as they pleased, and avail themselves of any advan
tages in trade and business which the country afforded to 
industry and enterprize. They notwithstanding appeared 
listless to engage in affairs. of commer.ce, as we dQ not 
find either spirit 01' capital embarked by merchaqts in 
Canada until the cession of it to England, and, in most 
cases since, the man of business there is a British adven
turer or settler. But whatever disrelish of pursuing the 
mercantile line attaches to. Ganadians, they almost univer- . 
sally refuse the employment of handicrafts or working 
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artizans. rl'he Canadian, however poor, claims some 
kindred with the family of the seigneur, and, pen~trated 
with a degree of pride in consequence, while he labours and 
tills his farm, he will not condescend to employ himself as 
a. mechanical man. 

1'he capital of Canada and all British America is Que
bec, situate at the conflnence of the rivers St. Laurence 
and St. Charles. I t has to boast of its inland situation in 
a degree that no other city -in the known world can do. 
Although 120 leagues distant from the sea,.it derives sin
~ular advantage from the navigation of the St. Laurenre, 
which furnishe5 tlle city with a fresh water harbour com
modious enough to admit from the ocean and keep at safe 
moorings 100 ships of the line. Quebec is builded on a 
IDundation of rock consisting of marble and slate, and is 
divided into what is now called the Upper and Lower. 
Contiguous is an excellent mine of lead. The city was 
"JUnded in 1608,. when, we are told, the flow tide used to 
wash the foot of the rock. Since then the St. Laurence 
must have subsided, as a space now intervenes between 
the rock and river, on which has been erected a consider&.
bly large, suburb entitled the lower town beneath a preci
pice of about forty-eight feet high. The houses of upper 
and lower Quebec are made or stone, strong and conveni
ent buildings, mostly inhabited by merchant::;. The na
tural situation of the town renders its defence not difficult, 
as were it assailed by a fleet, the upper division of the 
l:ity stands beyond the fire of an enemy's ships, which 
would be greatly expo.!'ed to the can@ll and bombs from the 
eleyat>ed ramparts. The lower part of Quebec is defended 
by a platform flanked with two bastions, which at high 
water and spring tides are almost level with the surface of 
the s~a. At a short interval above these bastions is a half 
ba3tion, cut from out of the solid rock,. and a little higher 
~tands a large hattery surmounted by a square fort, the
Jno~t regular or un the fortifications, and in wbich the 
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governor resides. The fortifications though extensive are 
a good deal wanting in regularity, and the ways of com
munication between the WOrliS are rugged in the extreme. 
The rocky barrier, dividing the upper and lower towns, 
.extends with a front steep and bold to a considerable way 
westward, in the direction of the St. Laurence. L~wer 
Quebec is well supplied with water, which often becomes 
scarce in the upper town. Quebec was besieged by the 
Britiih in 1711; but without success. They, however, 
succeeded in taking it in September 1759, when the ad
mired and lamented General '\tV olre, who commanded the 
besiegers, lost his valuable life. The town i3 convenienc;ed 
by several quays, and a commodious place for heaving 
down vessels to be repaired, called Cut de sac, where the 
,king's ships fay bye during the winter, safe from the frosts 
and breakings of the ice, which prove very hazardous to 
the shipping. Unless ships are thus laid up, when the 
freezing season sets in, they suffer great risks of. damage, 
,if not wreck from the islands of floating ice in the St. 
Laurence. 

The caU3eway, by which the American General Mont
gomery made his attack in 1775, does not exceed twenty
four feet in width. On one side rises a perpendicular 
bulwark of rock, and on the other extends a steep rocky 
,precipice down to the river. This entrance was defended 
.by two strong barriers, so strong and almost impregnable, 
that nothing except the necessity of a desperate effort 
could jm;tify General Montgomery in making his assault. 
The event fatally proved the desparation of the attempt, 
althougb the former barrier which, the besieged abandqned 
of purpose, flushed the assailants with a confident e~peeta
,tion of stor~rig the city. The General led his tr9QPS 
with intrepidity forwardto the se~ond barri~r, where two 

, ,pieces of cannon, which had been conceale.d, were opened 
upon t~em, and~used extraordinary Wivoc and confusion 
alllQ"I the 'biiietiers, luauy of whom, in retreat l!er~ 

T 
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precipitated from the rock. This sig~al deft.!at greatIr 
contributed to make the Americans desist in despair of 
capturing Quebec, in consequence of the lo~s of a popular 
commanding officer, and the slaughter of such a number 
oftheir best soldiers, which was chiefly owing to the judi
cious manreuvre of letting the American General tal{e the
outer barrier. This stratag"em had nearly heen frustrated 
by the eager impetuosity of nritish sailors posted there 
with the guns, who were IJl'oceeJing to fire forthwith, 
until stopped by the threats of the officers. Deceived in 
this manner, the enemy advancin~' abreast, and filling the 
causeway, was ronfounded and overwhelmed with- a dread
ful fire from the inner battery, wh~ch must hqve caused 
him extraordinary destruction. On nearly the same I 

ground, where fell General \V oIfe in the ardour of his 
honourable career, and th~ arms of victory and affection 
General Montgomery expired in discomfiture devoted to the
cause of the Coloni('~, hut .,"et pitied and even applauded for 
valour and generous dispositions h.Y the officer~ whom that 
great and eventful cause had made his enemies~ His de
cease seemed to make hostility in all its rage pause at the 
moment! Whatever of enmity he encountered was buried 
with his body in the grave, where contending heroeS at 
length sleep in the dust, and leave the legacy of-war and 
vexation of spirit to their angry and aspiring survivors. 
Thus at last the most terrible things which have been 
acted on the blood-stained theatre of tbe earth, lose the 
sting of strife, and are narrated and heard "like a tale 
that is told." General Montgom~ry's memory is deserved
ly dear to America, and if on no other acc@unt, his fall 
being locally associated with that of Wolfe, his name will, 
no doubt, be sent down by the historian to the latest pos
terity on both sides of the ocean. Had he survived and. 
succeeded at Quebec, he probably would have held a situ
ation in the American army inferior to W ashiD~on 0011; 
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and moreover his abilities and popularity in the States 
might have raised hirn to stations of political eminence. 

About thl-ee leagues- from Quebec a nation of Indians 
inhabit c,t village called Indian Lorette. They are~ go~d 
deal civilized, an~l. very ingenious at making bead orna
m.ents. This people keep an,uncommon breed of hunting 
dqgs, equal to the ho,unds of Europe, having upright earSt 
a ; dark brindled colour, and snout long like the wolf. 
~bege dogs are as remarkable for fidelity as our house-dogs, 
although ill.fed and.: little attended to by their owners,
W'ho never trouble theJIlselves with keeping other domestic 
~nimals. The chief business ofthl.!;) tribe is navigating the 
~cw.oe, ,wljich they construct of the strong bark of the. 
birch; sewed with. tough strings of the' inner rind Qf~ree~~ 
and- 8taun~bed from leakillg with a bitumenous matter 
li~e tat' -or piteh. . The boughs of the. hickory they 
MOl intO' ribs. fo~ tbis simple boat, which they build -of 
cijiferent dimensions, to contain from two. to thirty peJisons.' 
In manag~ng t4iSi little vessel the. Indian uses but a paddle, 
a~d makes way with amazing expedition. It was in one' 
of these Iridian canoes that General Sit" Guy Carleton, 
accompanied with an aid de camp, passed undetecteQ 
througll the enemy'i> fleet from Montreal to Quebec,. ta
put the city in a state of defence.* 

.The line of road from Quebec to. Montreal is without 
interruption in view of the ri,-er, and mostly contiguous t~ 
its banks,whith l-endcrs tne way vcr! pleasant to travel-. 
lers, particularly in tbe season of summer, which is alwa'y~ 
.t~eBded by the ·blowing of a gratef1l1 breeze. . 

The St. Laurenc~, from Quebec to Trois Rivieres is \'ery 
broad, and tllere it rorms a large lake caned St. Pterre,' 
which is too extensive for the eye t<; see across H •. One 
perceives but a part of the sheet,. of water, interspersed 
with i&lands and vessels saiiing- Ol~ 'its surface, w4ich al~. 

, ' ... 

.. See Journal of the American-War, paf'e 80. 
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gether gives a romantic prospect. The tide does not flow 
farther than this lake, stopping a few leagues beyond Troi$ 
Rivieres, where the St. LaUI'~nce is met again, and run!i 
with extraordinary rapidity, at the rate of eight miles an 
hour. As the river makes its appearance you are led to 
think it a different one. It then runs about four miles an 
hour, and gradually becomes more rapid, until at Mon
treal it goes ten miles an hour, which renders sailing verf 
difficult. Here nothing but strong favourable wind, with 
!jails full set, can enable ships to stem the current. Ves
sels, from unfavourable winds and light breezes, have 
been delayed as long in passing from Montreal to Quebee,' 
which ,is computed at ~bout 170 miles, as they usually are 
011 their voyage to Canada from England. 
, The St. Laurence is about three miles wide at Mon

treal, and the current's rapidity renders crossing it there' 
not merely disagreeable but dangerous. Unless assistet 
by skilful pilots, those that want to gain the oppo-' 
sIte side are sure to be carried below the points w h.ere 
they intend to go ashore. Yet it is wonderful how expert 
tIle Canadians are in working their canoes on such occa
sions, but yet in this business they are excelled by the 
Indians, whose canoes 'are of a lighter construction. The 
Canac:lians make theirs of the red elm, which they hollow 
from a single tr,unk of 'a tree sometimes large enough to 
hold twenty men. ' ' 
• There is an island in the middle of. the river opposite 
to, 'Montreal, in which a mill is erected with eight pair of 
grindiIJg stones, kept in motion together by the action oC 
a single wh~el.It is said to cost in building it 11,000/. 
A' sufficiency of water is procured for its constant working' 
by a vast wall of stone extending ~ut into the bed of the 
St. Laurence, and making' a very acute angle with the 
ba'hk. At the extremity of this curious dam, vessels paiS 
before the ~treaLD, while at the same time the mill continue'S 
to work. ' 
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'Vhen Canada was ceded to Great Britain in 1760, 
Montreal was almost as large and considerable as .Quebec, 
but since then it has suffered greatly by fire. 'fravellers 
are surpt'ised to see the inhabitants here, when retiring to 
rest at night, kindle great fires . in their stoves, which, not 
to take into the account ·the risk of-conflagrations, must 
conduce to loss of health, chiefly to Europeans, as happened. 
to the writer of this memoir, who, while he served there, 
lvas attacked with a bad head-ache, which still afflicts him 
at intervals. Such keeping of fires in the hOQses by night 
lVas peculiarly dangerous when the habitations were con· 
ttructed of wood. But of late years their dwellings are 
of stone, and uncommonly well secured, so as to be proof 
against accidents of burning and burglary which in Lon· 
don, and large towns in general, prove sometimes ruinous 
to the fortunes of families. 

The plan of building used in the towns of Canada at 
vresent is well calculated for domestic security from da
~age. The house consists of one lofty arch of stone 
beneath the roof, and apartments separated asunder by 
such strongly cemented walls, that fire cannot communi. 
eate from one room to the other. Beside, should the roof 
be seized and even consumed with .fire, the arch under it 
is able to preclude the flame from making its way into the 
lower and interior parts ·of the habitation. Each apart. 
ment is fortified by means of a double' dOOl', the inner of 
wood, and the outer sheeted with iron. The shutters of 
the wiM.dows are alike strongly secured. The iron lining 
affixed to the doors and shutters is about half an linch in 
thickness, and painted green, which serves as an agreeable 
colour in COlltrast with the \vhite appearance of tile houses 
in Canooa.· 

At November:. commences the season· of bustle and 
business among the traders of Montreal in taking home 
those furs which they. procure from the nations of Indians, 
pre,-ious to the seHin, in of the winter's rigonI'S. A short 
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ac:('ount of the manner in which the fur ~radc is calTied on, 
in the vast wilderness of America, may afford the rea~er 
a new idea, if it conveys no interesting informatioll;-

The travelling merchants, who visit the Indian dis~ric~J. 
have to encounter a variety of .har~hips and perils, which 
would make mO!:;t Europeans shrink from such a IDqq.e of 
(()rwarding one's fortune) and which nothing but the spirit 
9f gain (that great idol of the earth!) inspires even, the 
merchant of America, wh() is used to it, to embark hii 
11afety and hopes in pursuing it as he annually docs. The 
trader calculate::; to a certainty of amassing more than a 
oomu}ftable competence by the pursuit of this dreal)f: 
business in a very few years~ and, therefore buoyed upo~ 
the wings of avarice and adventure, he braves the te.-ro~ 
()fdeath, and visits the most savage recesses! So it is that 
the genins of trade has done more, to explore unknown 
and frightfnl regions, than Mars himself after all his 
a5toni~hing expeditions and invasions about th~ world. 
Of this enterprising al'dour which pos~esses the: mer<;hall~ 
by which he travels in the seas and keeps company with 
the wind:"!, we can form some idea, if wa estimate what 
may be called a floating caravan going from Montreal int() 
the upprr lakes.~ having to carry cumbrous loads of market
ahle matters for the Indian traffic, through formidable 
rapid~ and overland from river to river for many league~ 
among great mountains and deep forests. 

The usage of individuals engaged in trading for fUrS is 
to proceed in spring in companies of from twenty to tbirty, 
~arrying the articles wanted for barter with the Indians ill 
several large canoes. They take any direction of route 
in which they hope to meet an Indjan tribe, and fOT thjs 
purpose they mostly keep ill t11e upper lakes.. If, as it 
sometimes happens, they miss their ohject of meeting with 
Indians, t~yreturn back by the lakes,. and sbape their 
course westward. The matters usually taken to give in: 
excbange for skins are partieular\y spiJ'itlilouS liqoors,. 
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tobacco, blankets, powder and ball, kettles, hatchet;;;, toml.
hawks, looking-glasses, colout"s or paints to tiilg~ the fare 
and skin. These articles the Indian looh.s fot' as necessariei.l 
and luxuri.es, wllich ,he will enUen.\'-our to obtain by .all. 
meaftS. 

The travelling traders oft:en cGlltioo.e absent from t~jt' 

homes and families for three years, and at their departtlre., 
in consequence of the riskt: and dangers they must lneet 
in their way, it is customary \vith tItem to settle their 
family affairs and make their wills. Of the perilous cir
cumstances into which they are thrown, in their travels ill 
American deserts, an idea may be conceived from this, viz. 
That sometimes a trading party are all of them sacrificed 
in revenge by the barbarians they baxe to deal 'With. 
liihould a firelock, as often might be the case, hur:;t and. kill 
or wound an Indian while ~~ uses it, or for the sake of 
seizing and possessing the goods and stores of the traders 
()n such octasions. 'fhe fault and failures of firelocks~ 
made ,handsome and sllewey, of purpose to please and evea 
deceive the Indian buyer, is the .general (~ause of resent
ment, to kindle the vengeful passions ()(' this barbacotiSi 
human creature woo st9Ps at nothing which treael~ery and. 
fury can effect to satisfy bis rage. lVhile possessed by 
this terrible spirit he is known to retaliate on any il1divi
dual or party of traders he first meets, visiting- whitei 
without distinction with vengeance f~ the fraudulent 
dealing of a few. . 
, Along with the 'danger of falling victims to Indian out
rage, the arduous nature of journeying in such renNte 
and mountainous tracts, where winter reigns in all hili 
rigouI's, the unfortunaM trader is often involved in a wocltl 
of distressful and sometimes desparate tTi31s and. fatigllee.. 
From November to At)ril the longest rivers are fr~JreR' and 
bound up with ice. 'rIte snows from foftr ·to sbtfeet-deep. 
cover tlte earth, and the cold of course is- in- propdrtiO'h. 
i»tense. . yet the- tmreIler- is il& wWI . defended hY'~ It fit 
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dress, and the atmosphere is so pure and clear, that the 
weather is neither so irUurious to health, or so uninviting 
as an European might imagine. If this local advantage 
·of climate attends the trader in bis wanderings in the 
back country, the Canadian in tbe Iteighbourhood of the 
!!ea, and residing in cultivated gTounds must be favoured 
with a far better air, and possess various means of superior 
comfort and pleasure during the wintery months. 

Thus winter itself contributes without doors to the diver
!!ion.s of Canadians; the ice furnishes a pleasure ground 
for tbeir sports, and an easy road for enabling them to 
make journies with dispatch, if not delight. The people 
of Montreal are in the habits of postponing the time of 
Joing to Quebec on business until winter prepares the 
St. Laurence with a strong icy surface for their sledges or 
. careoles. This vehicle i,; fashioned in a variety of ways, 
according to the taste or caprice of individuals, such 3...i 

the representation of some beast or fowl, and painted on 
the outside with fantastic portraits and pictures descriptive 
of the season and scenery of the country. The horses of 
Canada draw it with ease at the rate of fifteen miles an 
lIour, 80 that a Canadian will go forty or fifty miles to sec 
a friend, and sometimes return the same day. 

-------- " Eager on rapid sleds, 
Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 
The long resounding course. ,, __ 

The common people and 'persons of condition usually 
make this winter-chariot differently, the former having it 
level with and sliding on the snow 3 nd ice, while the 
latter construct it on runners or low wbeels, which raise it 
from the ground about two feet. 

Notwithstanding the severity of cold in Canada, wbich 
.renders the St .. Laurence a sheet of ice, there are hot 
Iprings which remain uncongealed, proof against the j~_ 
teIliest frOitS. ToO save the unguarded traveller from fall. 

, 
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ing into them the people of tlle country put large 6.rs or 
pine trees crect in the ice-bound beds of their rivers. The 
pines thus mstened by the frosts continue green, and even 
seem to vegetate, t)te while, so much so that a stra:gger 
J1ligbt sometimes fancy hiwself travelling -by land upon a 
road lined with trees growing alongside. 

Contiguous to the river's sides the ice supplieR a flat and 
level gro.untl to go pn, but in the mid-current the p~ssag~ 
is rugg-ell and hilly. This is occasioned by the powerful 
force and rapidity of the water u,nderneath~ throwing' up 
fragments of broken ke. 8tanding upon a ri,sing ground. 
of ice thus formed, you might perceive the most grotesqu~ 
appearances andfigur.es, sometimes of human beings, 
beasts, and birds, and of almost every object which the 
earth Qlers.to th~ ~ye. In sb.o~t the winter atfords much 
gJ'atHicati~, and even some advantages to Canadiana, 
l\'ruch tlt.ey never fail to a vail themselves of. The wateri 
ihen present a ,stable medil1~ tp take friends and neighbours 
.to visit, aDd lneet at home and abroad. The days are 
muck devoted to exercises and playing' on the ice, and the 
evenings are passed in amusing themselves within doors 
-with ho.&pitable entertainments and dances, which, aft~r 
the fashion ,of their El:lropean ancestors, the Canadians 
indulge in with all the h~~t, an~ that light facsinating 

. spirit which app~ars peculiar to the French people. 
In April winter ma$es a quick departure, and spring 

comes sudde~lywith Wilr~th and ihos.e genial suns, which 
advance .and .quicken the vegetable kingdom, in a manner 
almGSt incredible to p~rsons that live in the tropical and 
temperate latitlldecs. It js surprising to witness the rapjd 
gl'OlPthof.aU sor.t~ of f.ruits and ,v~Qll>le~ in the spring 
tae at Canada. The soil is g:e~r,ally very good, pro
d~lDg iWbeat, badey, rye, and indeed all sorts of grain 
\'f~ll, alld,in greai:pleQ.ty. Tobacco is 8"Qod ,dealcuJ,ti .. 
l'jlt~.d,.. a~d is foundtQ thriveh(lre. 

U 
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It this account of Canada be right, the northernly 
region;; of the earth are not the most uncomfortable. Pro .. 
bably, in comparison with the coulltrie~ under and neal" 
the tropics, they would be fonnd in many ca,;;es to contribute 
more to the health and com tort of manl"ind. However, 
the Canadian has not the local disadvantag'e attending 
some cold regions. He is not obliged like the Muscovite 
and Laplander to confine himself at home for days and 
,reeks together; as must he the case when winter spreads 
ahroad the cloudiS and darkness uf a long ling"C'ring nightf 

which la,;;t..; for months. But ('yen in Tartary and Siberia 
the native ii"l not cast out from consolations, as many may 
think he might be, The Almighty appears to be parental. 
in hi.:; llH'rc), and bounty to aU; and thus the Siberian ancI 
Amcrican 8<1xag"C' po~.;;c,,;; their share of that superintend .. 
ing goodne.;;s, which we find co-extensive with the universe. 
'fhe Canadian i.:; never kept by the weather within doors, 
except when it snows, which seldom happens butut tlH~ 
5etting in of \, inter~ when the fall of snow is abundant, 
and even then constant snowing continues only a felf 
days. As soon as winter thus makes hi~ entrance (doth .. 
ing the land with a snowy mantle) the weather settles, the 
air becomes fnll'P, and the sliJ serene. The air of Canada 
is conHidered Vel), salubrious, although the inhabitantS 
arc subject to consumptions, which carry off many of' 
them before they arrive at maturity. Indi\"iduuls who-pass 
thnt stage ofhnman life usually survive to a guod old age~ 
Can~a, it will be easy to cOnCeiH\ affords the traveller 

!cvcral . stupendolls, as well as picturesque views and 
curiositic"l. Of these the falls of ~iagara deserve ~o be 
particularly mentioned .. Niagara river connects the north .. 
ern extremity of Lake Erie with IJake Ontario, and ii 
ai10ut O)irty miles il{ ·l~gth, from Fort Rrie t") Fort Nia
gam, for~:ng" a l)a~t of the line of limits which separates 
the U nited ~tates from Upper Canada. The falls are 
opposite to Fort Slusher, about seven or eight miles 80U~ 
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ward of Lake Ontario. They are owing to the elevation 
of,the g""oundwhich contains Lake Erie above the bed of 
the Ontario. This el,evation is computed at three hun
dred feet in a very steep slope, or inclined plain nearly 
perpendicular in some paI:ts. l~ this way the cataract is 
cau<oed, abore which, about three miles di:;t:.\nt, JS Fort 
Chippeway; to this fort batteaux ,can sail with safety, 
but were a hoat to proceed farther towards the falls, it 
would be in danger of a rapid absorption among the rocks, 
by which the rag'jug, boisterolls. waves are broken, and 
tossed with terrific riolence. Yet this yast agil.Ltio)} is 
mostly confined to the sides Qf the river, as the mid-current, 
although .\vonderfully impetuou~, rolls unbroken and 
equable in its cour~e, so much 00 that some boats <l.r~ 

known to make good their way to all i:;let ill the neigh
bourhood of the falls, where the ri,'er divides itself. Lie 
attempt to do so is always rash in the extreme, f.r w:kss 

the boat can l\.eep the mid-current without deVIating" in 
the least to either side, destmction is inevitable. ~uch 

being the hazard of gaining and leaving the j..;let, oue 
might conclude that none ,,~ould be tound fool-hardy 
enough to make such a risk. Yet some few individuals 
venture, it is possible, for the sake of beholding to g-reat 
advantage the amazing body of taIling water, as it pitches 
f,om the pr~jeeting precipice, or probaLI:, , ill most caSCiii, 
from a motive of \,:i!!~~.v, i~l ode\" to ha\ c to boast that 
they once visited this point of peril. 

The pitc\which the prwli;:::;i,)lls ,olume of wat~r 

acquire;.;, appears sublime as a sig'ht, and surprising' be
yond any previous idea which could be ci'lt.ertailled of it. 
Asto~ishment, or rather st!li)et~~lion seizes the ~pectator, 
while he beholds an entire furioll:; river, 7·12 yard!) wide, 
precipitating itself into a drcact"ul chasm. The huge,· 
hollow roar or sound of descending' water:"; is ~:aid to h~ 
heard generally at the distance of twenty miles 011 all sidf~s, ' 
;:lnd should the sky he ,dear, JTIore th~ll forty milq~ ill t.1lc 

U2 
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current of a ra~6l!ring wind. From the shock occasidned 
by it a tremulous motion is communicated to the earth for 
several roods around, and a constant fog Ot' mist becloudS! 
the horizon, in which, if the sun shines, rainbows are 
always seen. Small showers of the dashed up spray also 
besprinkle the foliage of neighbouring trees, and, in will
ter being' congealed by the cold, depend upon the branches 
in thousands of little icicles, or chrystalized dews. The 
watery volume i8 reckoned to s,end down 672,000 tonS' a 
minute, and the descent is calculated at 150 feet. If 
then we take the proportions of the weight of wateI', and 
cleyation or hf'ight of the fall, the increments, or accumu
lating encrea<;e of its velocity and force in descending, 
cannot but make us wonder how the stony foundations 
upon which it dashes down can remain unbroken beneath 
such unceasing shocks. 'J.'he philosophic mind, and even 
mathem~tical precision itself in this case, must make a 
relig'ious estimate, and borrow a sacred sentiment, viz. 
That the divine Architect, (who created the heavens and the 
('artlt in the beginning!) made the round world so fast, 
that its mechanism cannot be moved or broke asunder, 
except by his own omnipotent means. His presiding pro-
viJence or his actual powerful ag'ency is universally evi
denced in his works. The majestic ocean and the large 
tributary rivcr~;, as they roll, declare it to the continents 
and i,;lands. And the loud cataract, with the voice of 
many water;.:, proclaims to savage tribes the Creator and 
Preserver of the great g'lobe they inhabit! 

Below this terrible cataract are always to be found the 
bruised and hceratcd bodies of fishes, and even land ani
mals which had been arrested by the suction of the vorn
(ions wayes, as also shattered beams and timbers absorbed 
in the same manner. Many accounts are mentioned rela
ti'/e to fat.11 accident~ happening' to individuals at the falls, 
particularly the InPlancho]y fate of a poor intoxicated 
Indian, who lay aslepp in his rano('~ aflCl' he Jmd tied it to 
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tlle ri"er's bank some miles distant above the ·falls-. Hil 
squaw or wire sat ashore watching him, and haviag been 
seen by a sailor belonging to a ship of war in the Lakes, 
he endeavoured to pre\'ail with her to gratify his lnstful 
gesires. The woman reluctant, ran to awaken her hus
band, but before she could do so, the unprincipled, inhu
man fellow, who pursued her, cut the rope which tied the 
canoe to the shore. Thus disengaged it drifted down near 
the falls, ere the unfortunate man perceived his desperate 
situation. He then with his paddle resolutely attempted 
to rescue himself ft'om the absorbing fury of the current, 
and made astonishing exertions, but finding his labour 
entirely hopeless, he at leng·th calrrJy wrapped himself in 
his blanket, and met precipitate destruction with silent 
comr,osllre. 

In the animals and quadrupeds of Canada several pecn
lim'hies are perceivable. The Canadian bear seems some
what different fi'om that of other countries. He i.; rather 
shy than fierce, flying in most cases fi:om mr..m and dogs, 

.and dangerous only if wounded, and after leaving hi~ 

. hollow tree, the re:~idence of his torpid state in winter, or 
in the rutting season in July, W)Wll it is hazardous to 
meet him. In the rutting time he is leun, and his flesh i& 
found 50 rancid in tlavour, that the Indians, who feast on 
it at. other time:;, refuse it tI~en. He, howt'vcr, soon reeo-

. ,,-ers and fattens on the abundant {cnits of the' woods, where 
he ctirub:, the loftie'it trees tor subslstence, which rendcrg 
bear,,' flesh not ouly g"Ood, but, according to the general 
taste of Canadians, delicious. 

The bear in all the latitudes far north 15 known to pass 
the winter months in almost a continued lethargy or tOl"pOr, 
aad it is usually thoug1lt that during this slumbering (;ir~ 
cumstance of the bear's life, he takes no su.stenance. 111 
L_apland bears choose some covered and close situation 
beneath the 5no,~, where during the long night of that 
reg'ion, thi.~y sleep together in nmnbers. ''fhis gregario'H 
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eleeping acquiree great additional warmth, Bnd from the 
~tate of the country, buried under mountains of snow, 
and embraced with thick clouds, this animal cannot, at all 
events for many weeks, go out in quest of food; and 
tra veller- :tgree in their accounts of the bear's never lay in; 
\lp any winter-store of provisions. 

" There through the piny forest baIf_absorpt, 

Rough tenant of i1wse shades, the sha~wless bCQr 

"rW, da!lgling ice all horrid, stalks forlom ; 
Siow_pac'd, :llld sourer as the storms increase, . 

He mak('s !li~ bed benl'ath th' inclement drift, 

And with stern patience, scorning wuk complaint, 

Hardens his heart against assailing want." 

It is mentioned by some that the bear is a good deal 
$ubsisted by licking his own greasy paws. 'fpe natural 
philosopher and physician give us to understand, that the 
almost total absence of perspiration in the bear at this 
~eason, saves him from those &.ctuallosses of the constitu
tion, which in other animal~, that perspire profusely,' 
rCf.juire continued regular repairs by eating and drinking. 
Probably in the more northern countries this may be a goad 
deal the case. In Canada, it would seem fro111 the infor
mation of the inhabitants, that the bear is sometimes ob
liged to lea \'e his ret:'eat for feeding; but with the e}J.cep
tion of Sl1ch occasional excursion;.;, which we have reason 
to presume are seldom tal{en, he continues his slumber~, 
until 'winter makes its exit. Bears, it is observable, do not 
crowd together durin:.:; the skC':)ing months, owing, no 
doubt, to \~anada's being m~)rc temperate than portions 
of the earth nearer the poles. They teU in Canada of a 
bear whirh had been kept elm: 'lcd an entire winter, with
cut an.Y t!l;r:'; to suh.;i..,t on, an.J yet it not only survived, 

. but did not Iook unusually lean at the expiration of t4~ 
,easou. 
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tn winter is the time for hunting and taking the bear. 
He is awakened from his comfortaole bed, (wll(~l'e he covers 
himself in the hollowed part of some tree,) 'and turned 
out by setting fire t\) the trunk near the ground, which 
burning and filling the cavity with smoke, he is obliged to 
come forth to the hunters, who seldom fail to kill him on 
:mc1l occasions. 

The rat of North America is in general valued for iu 
skin, but the species or sorts of this sman animal which 
the trader particularly IQoks for are the opossum, and musk. 
The female opussum is said by many to receive its young 
'Ones into its belly at will, after bringing them forth. The 
l'eal case however is, that nature provides the animal with 
a membrane-bag which covers its belly for the pmpose of 
keeping its offspring safe from injury, until they arrive at 
strength and ag'e to make the necessary provisions for their 
own safety and subsistance. The integument or bai 
alluded, to is furnished with an aperture or hole to admit 
or let out the young opossums, and the dam can expand 
or contract it at. pleasure. In this little phenomenon of 
the animal kingdom we have an instance of the wise and 
merciful econ~my of PrQvidence, which fits creatures iq 

. general with means of pres~rvation, suitable with their 
condition, and the' climates of which they aI:e natives • 

. In this secure confinement, carrying her little ones from 
pur~uit and harm, the opossum· often climbs high treei~ 
Another singularity attaching to the opossum is this, viz. 
It escapes from the mountain-cat, and other climbing ani
mals of prey, to theextremest points of the branches, from 
which' it suspends itself by means of its tail, in such a 
manner dlat its pursuer cannot arrest it. The musk rat 
is greatly sought after for a precious perfume of that 
Dame which it supplics~ nearly in the s,ame manner as doep; 
the beaver. It ·is contended by some that thi. rat J'i I. 

, tiiminutive &pecie. of the 'bljaver :in1!i. 
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It wa~ Ilolcntioned that -Canadians appear somewhat 
peculiar in religious observance, particularly in their erect
ing large crosses and representations of saints upon the 
highway. 'fhe procession of Holy Thursday, which they 
entitle La fete Dieu, cannot but engage the attention of 
trayellers. The people of Montreal pr-epar.e WI' the cele .. 
bration of this public ceremonial, by procuring large pines 
and firs from the woods, with whieh they line .the streeti 
gn both sides, making the boughs connect at top, so that 
the religious spectacle proceeds under an immediate urn. 
brageous shelter, as if the trees were growin~ in the place. 
About eleven in ,the forenoon the procession occupying 
nearly the ground of half a mile ·ifl length, and consisting 
gf the Clergy in goeneral, and the friars of all the monas. 
teries, attended with alland of music, :begins to move from 
the goreat church. In t~ rentre of the pr.ocessioD, under
a canopy of crimson velvet sUppGrt.ed :by six pI'jests, one 
of the religious carries the host ·upon a large -book, pro~ 
bly the Holy Bible, oov.ered with a white doth. Before 
the host are borne basket-s of flowers, which .boys in white 
vestments scatter along the way. FeW" boys similarl¥ 
·habited bear silver ehaliees with burning incense, whidt· 
they com-tantly waft toward the host, and. a muhitntle pf 
persons attend singing hymns and. anthems. Ev~..y person 
rassing in the way kneel:;, and the 'PecI)pie in the JiQuses do· 
t::c like prostrations at Hle windows as the Fl'QCcssiQll 
£'les by. 

Dn tke daYP"evioull to oDe.af these processions JY;e were 
notioed of it, 1tnd ~1S MCl;jesty (in 'OOIIlBequelloo of iIl.
('Uf')US -behaviour, and ;oa41 -accidents happening on the like 
TcE;)ous occ8"ions) ha:v;ng 'made some tim.e before a P10-
darmrtion, that JWoperIe~ect slmuld be observed by tile 
Jiiilitary onsuch-celchrat.iGns, General Philipsjssued oor.dE¥'s 
in pursuance mit. "f·be Generar.s order re~wood that, 
" Bon-commissioned eftkeps be pamicular.in infgrmmg die 
~(;ll that, when the bOit ihould iO b, they were to front 
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it, and behave 'in: a ,decent andrespeet&ble manner, to pu.ll 
oW.their bats and '.remain in that' situation· until the hest 
~hould pass." The :orderadded, that a'llycdmpla,int made 
to .the General· of misbehaviour, if ';reWoo, shoulflbe 
pumsed'with the lit most severity. Tbis is acase·in point 
to .skew that our gracious Sovereign 'al"'~ pl'ov,id~d for 
the religioosloleration.and ciyil, liberty of his Subjects, 
and that" ,oftWelfS) 'oolnmandillg wetestrictlY attentive to 
.give his ,M,-jesty'rSl~~maldesitestheir due eifect:" " 
, It, is indeed.i snoprising to' witneS s theeifect of 'SUch reli
gioils fetes ,and.p_ubliC observances iJl the commnnities,ef 
'the Remish chur.~h. r'll'he church of Rome has carried 

• :foriward . as much:as possible ,the superb: iSolemnityof the 
.Jewish. temple, .. and Itor splendotof wOrship, no' doubt 
:~ .contributcdto asttadh.ehe mind of the IDtllt-ttude to 11Qr 

devotion and_~i~ciplinG. Whether or not the .fou~~qrs of 
, , .' r , •.. ,. 

the Refurmation were to.O· anxious to din'st the churche!i 
whi~h ,they e~t~bli~hed :~f ,such sa~ctimo~ious orna~ent i. 
beside the au~p .. ·s. puwos,eto observe. Bu~ this, ~~ith due 
respect to eyery p.arty he may fairly .remark, viz. l'hat the 
Reformed Christians ought always to .be divinely slfPported 

"with the intrm~i.~IIPJ;im;i~ of g05~1 :piety, and the dif
fusion of reljgio,",s ,kJlDJX'l~le, aJJ,d .IJ1Pl-.Irighteousness, in 
its life an~ power, 'in ,order to supply the operation _and 
interest ,of magnificent rituals. H~wever,we can trace 
the eercmonyof pi-,?ces~ions 10 the remotest antiquity 

"among J.mvsand Gcntiles~ The taking forth of the ark 
'df the 'covenant by the tribes always produced an extra
dinary devout impulse in the minds of 'lsraelites~ and the 
irniputsc'itscif sometimes 'proved eifecttial to ~trength~n the 

. disPen!mtiOll and kingdom. of Ole J-cws. The :Canadi~n 
'ftte which gave occasion to these remarks was represen~
:ti.v-e df Ollr Lord's entrance into Jerusalem, when he wai 
, welcomed with hosannas, and those who rejoiced to re-
teife him scattered prallches of palm in the highway. 011 

JS: ,. l 
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this sul~ject it is observable, that theret' is 'ct 15imiliarity of 
ritual ll<!>ticeable in the trelig'louS ceremonies of mostna~ 
tions; which would "lead us' to think :that the most cn
lig~tened and di~guis.hed states borro,,'eil their hallOwM 
emblen,ls and ceTe~nials from the kingdoms of J tida~ 
·and Isl'~el. At this day it is striHing to consiciCl'; hOllfthe 
procC$sion. of Bramm.'a on the banks of ' the Ganges as
similates to tlie one alluded to. ··As,the car wita the inia«e 
is rolleci along the Rilldoo worsJripPttl'S ~arr.Yt boughs 'of 
the dat,e-bearing palin, the' value~,trecof India.'; Among 

, the' Greeks who immediately took ,th~ir worship, trum 
,Egypt, and probably in same measure from the,observances 
(of Ir'irae], r.,~·e fiuapr?cessions g'reatly indulged iIi ... Tlie' 
description of· the ~hield of 4chilles fur.nish~6 a' pleasing 
.picture ofa :vintag'e proc~i~'t)~last,;ranslaterl by Ml'. Popel: 

r.(.~ ,.-."~ j/lH '-, ·.a.~r t1~-:r ,,'If' ~:;, J l','~f) 
" ',fo this, OJl(!. pathway gently winding kads, . c. . 

,.' '. "f . <. . '.. ~ , 'i I"" 1)11 t 
. " 'Yhere march a train with basket!) on tht'lr heads, . 
• ~. ..~ ~t r . , r' . . r. 1 .. • ...', • 

. ' . (Fair_maids, and blooming youths) that'smlling bear '. 
"!, ;,.1' The pu;pleproduct of th'e autumnal year_ & ~:; ,. ,,' 

';,! t To these a J'outh' awak('s the' wa.rbling sl:rings:, ! I)J j Y)~l 'r 

'" \ "! /'\Vhose tender lay the fate of Lirtus sings; 'I'.' h )rq~I:,)n 
: :,'In measur'd dante behind hini move the train,fli);i) fL~: .. 
~I. ,'-'- Tune soft the voice and answ~ to: the straiu." ~iU' lI(1i~l:t ., . 
• " "r., '. l~ -r ,'''"h', ; ''', [I IH-i'j . 'iii ?l' " 

In' concluding ,this chapter ~n observation ~~ers J its~lf, 
'. 'V iz. T~at the Canadian looks somewhat .singula~)}f b,yth 

civil and religi~us uSciges,.~nd that IIi;; peculia,~ity. app~arll 
to arise from ~he scenes . around, him. This. is always in 
some sort th~ ca~e, bu~;~nuch mor~ so in Canada. The' 
ocean, the ri \;ers, cataracts, mountains and woods in this 
ilorthcril country of A~Ci·ica .. !ll·e all astoni~~ing, and tlWre-

,. [ore the ideas .of the people cannot fail to con-espond with 
"the !'fcnery of the district more or lcs'i. The northern' 
: latitud~s il<l~'e invariably a great deal of the 8t~peQ.~Qus, 

, . ~ all d altHougp Canada is not the cold<;s~ ..:egion of, w.iu.~~r 
yet it is situate within wiJ!ter's p. eculiar meriaians. It ., 
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bas many of the local peculiarities of countries fur north, 
while it is happily furnished with the comforts of civilized 
life, those comforts and blessings of society from which 
the Siberian and Muscovite are greatly debarred in their 
back settlements on the gi<?be. , . : ~ , 

" But what is this? Our infant winter sinks, 
Divested of his grandeur, should our eyes 
Astonish'd, shoot'into the frigid zone; 

'Vhere, for relent\ess months, continual night 
Holds o'er the glitte~ing 'fa~te her starry reign. " 

T~ere, thr~ugil the prison of unbounded wil~s, 
Barr'd by the h~nd of nature from escape, 
\Vide.roams the Russian exile. Nought around 
Stl'~kes his sad eye, but deserts lost in snow; 
And heavy.loaded groves; and solid floods, 
That stretch, athwart the solitary vast, 
Their 'icy horrors to the fr~ien main; 
And chearless towns far distant, never bless'd, 
Save when its annual course the caravan 
Bends to the golden coast of rich Cathay; 

With, news of human kin<l."---'---

X2 
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CHAP. IX. 

A Soldier f'xpires in: quarlers, by e.rcess oj"rage. Ar'I11!j(m .. 
barks at St. JQ!tn'~' to cross Lake'Champlain. f'at:fisll. 
J,ligraling PigetJ,is.' '·'J1fus.quit()(';. A Tribe of Ihdiam 
johz the· Arm!l~· The Indian's '11'l'mtnfr' of !i-eing and 
f1:arJt.Lr~: Scalping; Totiwhawk. \ I.Alke George. Ame~ 
rzcan Snake. Farmer 1leclor St. Jokn's description of 
it. AC~0U11t of Battle! -atrd Skirmishes previous to th~ 
Surrender at Saratoga. J General Oh$crcatiolls, ~c~ ~ 

,I,: .1 

DURING our !;!tay •. ia Canada the ~rmy h.ad .. su~cient 
time for prcvidjng, to meet the· cnemy,~ and althoQgh in 
thus preparing the troops were much occupied in a-cquiring 
whatever cfiici.ency trairiing and. exercisecomd' produce, 
:H-t comparatively wi~ aetual engagementlll.such a scasoll 
\f,:S a tin~~! of inactivity. 111 cantonments the greatest 
f,~r(' of the commander is wanted to keep regiments we4 
regulated and in order, ~qR numbers of the soldiery will 
take occasion to indulge in disOl"derly habits, and so be~ 
('orne worse in all respects. Means should be used there~ 

f:lrc to keep the men regularly and usefully employed, so 
~'S to inspire them, as much as can be, with good impres
:101.',0 of' duty and even moral propriety. It may be 
thought, that to attempt mental . r~fol'mation am~ng an 
army would be ,'ain, but sOlnething in this way might be 
efiected, and own salutary amenuments produced which 
might excite surprise. At all events strict precautionarY' 
measnres should never berefiiit~ed, as from the rcmissncsi 
of command and lax discipline, accidents 9f misbehaviour, 
riot, an~ outr::l.ga ('ann~t fail to Imppen. A case in som, 

~ 
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"" .. y !1LlSb!ative of this 3Fgument occurl~Qd wJ1ilc we were 

cantoned in Cana<Ja. A soldier notor.i~llS for wickedness 
and Qoisterous tempel~, quarrel~ing. with one of the meu.: 
and, no doubt" knowing. he could not with iml)unity gr ... ,. 
tify bi~rage, ('~pircd in, 'cxceSs of anger. lIe wai 
rClT)ark21ble for bh,lsphemous $we~ri ng and .tho, 'forst cou
duct" and, h~s a,yful'manner of dying' made a solenl'll im
press~on ,o-n the minds of the soldier:', when they con~jderod 
I}is pro~a~le, ljfe. ,'tnd slJ.dden dec~aae.~' 

.. , . ' 
'* A case similar with the above mentioned is told of J. S. 

• prh';ate' i'~'tlie 15th liglit dr~goons, who had cOlltract€d ",uch a 

habit of odious cursing-, thnt he was gene[:1l1y called M01,tal 
.fac1c. In thi? respect his conduct bel'ame proverbial, "¥ <)11 

ar~ as bad as MortlJ.l Jack," was a common r~mark. 011 Aplil 
the 24th, 179,t, at' Cambray, \vhile ~sle~p in his tont, he dis. 
~urbe4his f~llo\V soldiers by making an unusual and disnad 
noise.'· . On : peing with ditliculty a\~ak(>d, ho said, "I hne 
peen d'reaming I was reaping corn with my father, in a field 

where I once beat him, because h!~ would not supply me with. 

money; and I tllol1ght that a number of lenomous, creatu~ '..' . 
fix,ed upo~ mo, and that a large one flying over the corn, toC)k 
me b'y the throat. My father seeing the danger I was in, strove 

to drire. ~l~em away. I imagined that the earth shook, trembled. 

and opened; and that the Tenomous creature which S't'ized me, 

dJagge~ me into an opening chasm; or pit, when the earth im

medi~tely clo~ed_ upon me; and this day, I believe I shall be in 

peU 1" lie just related ,this strange dl'earn, with whioh hi§ 

~~mp~nioni were diverting themselves., saying, " the devil ~ 

comipg.for mortal Jack," .when the trumpet sounded for action. 

Instantly thfY,rose, saddled, mounted, anll were ordered to fOf.rI) 

1.,,0 deep, advance aIld ~hnrge the en~my's inf!!-nttY; wlHcl~ 
firecl:1Jpoot~em as they advt'tucfP. ,This ~as about four in the 

.1ll0rn~ng. ;S. h::ul. been in various . engagement~, ,~,uljt seems, 

h~d always hehav('d i~;.,,- ~op'ro§e~~s and soldier..likc manner: 

~ut pow appar~q~ly, hi~ courl1&p., for; the tir!)t time, forsook hi81. 
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Ha'ring' wintered and remained in Canad~ until Ju~t', 
onr army proceeded toward' ~tbe enemy for the purpose of 
hostile operations. 'Ve embarked at St. John's in order 
to cross Lake Champlain, which is so extensive in 'width 
that one cannot with the naked eye discern the opposite 
shore. It is p1eascmtly interspersed with wooded islands, 
and abounds ,vith various kinds of fish, of which the cat-
fish is one of the most singular in shape, being about 
f'ighteen inches long, and of a dark brown colour. It is 
unfurnished with scales, but provided on its head, which _ 
)'esembles that of a cat, with protuberances of about two 
inches each, like the horns of a snail. These it can lift or ., 

His soul being appalled by his dream, he had scarce strength 
10 draw his sword; which when drawn, visibly shook in his 
hand. :tIis se~jeant observing his perturbation, and either not 
l;nowing, 01' not adverting to the cause, thought him afraid of 
danger; and threatened to accuse, and ha~e him tried for 
eowardice. \Vhile he was advancing, covered by his front 
man, a ball struck him in the body, and he fell from his horse. 
'l'hose of his companions who were acquainted with his late fJ 
awful dream, supposed that his fall was occasioned by fear; 
but, at the close of the engagemf'nt, he was found dead fpom 8. 

,musket.ball. There being a previous agreement between him_ 
self and his comrade, that jf either of them should fall; the sur • 
.,.:-vor should inform the friends of the deceased; therefore his 
(:omrade wrote to his father, informing him of his son's death. 
On the return of the 15th to England, S.'s father sent a message, 
requ(>sting that the comrade would call upon him, and give him 
farther particulars rt'specting his unhappy son. AccordiIigly 
hewcnt, and fbund him confined, by age, to bis bed~ '" A~e 

, . , , 
you '(said ihe) the young man who informed me of niy son's 
.eath?" "I am," replied the' co'mrade. "Ali," rejoined 
the old man'" with'tears, "he caused the death of his mother 
because she would not supply his extravttgance, he threw her 
down stairs,- when she rec'eived a hurt from which she never 
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thl\ at plealiure, and in Qandling the fish, should a person 
Pc ,tQu~hed,;with~one of the hOfl~s or protuberances alluded 
to, a.~eyere, sensation, which may b~ called a 8hocl\:, is 
1t0JilII¥utkated so powerfully, that a painful !ltinging is felt 
f01" S~tYenaJ.hours. SOPie persons assert that it will qft~m 
~ontiA.e to afWct one' for two or three days after. This 
sj~gulEl11it}' attaching to the cat-fish of S orth ~~merica 

{iee(DS "iUlilar a gOQddeal to what is related of the electric 
eel of ,.South A mericn, and proY(;s to us tha t the electric 
fluid is f~.und to prevail in the animate as well as jnanimate 

... c,ljeation. ,The horns ofihe cat-fish are the ,electric <:QI~:
~ucton:" and from tILe power of the shoc~ .... eceived fi'~ln 

• them, it is plain they must be greatly charg'ed with ~he 
~lectric fire or prinCiple. The 6~~ of this, tish i::., (at alld 
lll~cious, vcry like, that of our 'GOll1l!lon eel. Its fillS arc 
.bony and stronglik¢'those of a perch. ( i 
'J 'Yhile wepass(:d ,Lak~ Champlain, it happened to)>9 
.the season wheni wild pigeons migrate in flocks o,'e.r ~l~e 
lakes to Canada, 'and our meeting with these airy ~oY~6ieri 
aWorded us much amusement. The most of them were 
dccorat~ with- beautiful plumage, and .thpir flight must 

• r, 

.. ,'.. ,':"'" oi) ~ .• ~ . ,','-rl)"-
r~coveted.lIewa~ a wild lad, I gave,fl prc~ium with pill) to 

, ,1 

a shoe-mnkfr.· Ills mrsconduct to his master ,got him into p~i~ 

son. I interfered and procured his release. He then wished 

to.ch~nge his business. I foulld ~im a new, m:1ster aml another 

trade, and gave a second premiuQ} with him. About six weck'~ 
or-rtf'f, he had acbild llli{l ~pon him~ I settied the busines~ ,b~ 

1iI!~in.g seclIrity; .and,on the following Sunday, whi)e I wa5 'a.t . , f* \_ '. j '. " -;... , '. 

Oll,IfCh, he got into my room, broke 0P;'ll my box,' ana took 

o'~J ' qf It tcn. pou~ds, which I had provided for my 'rent~ 
Throl1~h th('se misfortunes I was in arrears ,\ ith my.lan~iord, 

t who took mytlffeFts; this obliged me to apply to tr,p pari~h 
" .. 

~hic11 allows me three sllillinil-i a week, and I now live witT! m~' 
cJa ugh'ter." ~.:O 

.,. .~ 



be from far, at: se,Jeral of them were much wearied, with 
difficulty gaining the tr('(',.; to l'est on, and dl'Opping e\'en 
in the watf-r. On these occasions 'the soldier"" as the vessel. 
!!ailed along the islands, struck them d(}w n, and picked 
them up as they fell. During tHi.s migration of the 
lligeons the Canadians taI{e much pleasu-Fc in sllooting 
them"whicb they dQ after a singular manner. They erect 
ladders from the ground to the t(}psmthe pines, on w'hich 
the pigeons roost by night in quantities. Coming softly to 
the trees they fire up in the direction of the ladder so fixed, 
and succeed in taking down the pigeons in numbers,. 
when striking a light they collect' the J\.iUed and wounded 
birds around the place. This time of flight lastlol ,about • 
three weeks, and affords the poorl'r Canadians the means 
of stl~istence upon wild pig'e(}ns until the season is over. 

In passing the lakes we fi'equcntly encamped, and,at 
~ach encampment were obliged to clear off the under. 
lVood, and cut a\"uy the small treQS from about us. On 
such occasions we were constantly aSFiailed by venemous 
Iwarms of musquitoes, that could not be kept from attack,. 
ing us but bytbe smoke and flame of large fires, which 'l're 

always were obliged to kindle .for J:>anislling this noxious .. 
vermin. The musquitoe is the swarming pest of summer • in the woods and most districts of North America, and 
the constant assailant of the air in the tropieal and warm 
climates of the world, where the tiny insect acquires such 
vexing anlloyunce that the fine perfumes and hlooming 
abundance of luxuriant regions are lost fl"Om eI1joyment 
'by man, who cannot be compebsated for that peace and 
comfort which the absence of angry and odious vermin 
causes to the people of colder and less delightful countries. 
It would seem that local advantage is accompanied bl at
tendant disadvantage, and likewise local defect by supplies 
~r s:ttisfaction and safety, in all the eartll. . 

One of onr encampments happened at a riycr upon the 
l.ak.e Champlain, which has been n.'Ildered remarbble 
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by Indian conferences at different times. It is called the 
river Bouquet, from Colonel Bouquet a French officer, 
who commanded an expedition against some of the Indian 
nations, and here held a parley with them in the way of 
pacification, when Canada was a French colony. General 
Bu~goyne also treated with the Indians on the same ground. 
This accomplished Commander has suffered from obloquy 
at home, in consequence of the use he made of the Indians, 
and, it may be better for the writer of this memoir to refer 
the reader to the 'General's speech, and the answer of the 
Indians at the meeting, than to attempt any vindication 

.. of his c~aracter, by explaining his conduct here. The 
recorded report of his conference at this river affords a 

, docnment calculated to do him justice, in illustrating the 
·-'ilOnour and humanity of his motives. (See Journal of the 

American War, page lS5.) 
The Conference being concluded, General Burgoyne 

ordered that the Indians should be regaled by liquors and 
other refreshments. After they were so entertained they 
proceeded to perform a war dance, which may be called a 
representation consisting of Melodrame and Pantomine in 

f);. the Indian fashion. The recreations and divertisments of 
Ii' the Indian are confined to the exhibition of his warlike 

exercises, and the excitement of his hostile spirit. In war 
he concentres every thing excellent, and, with the excep
tion of hunting, he pursues it exclusively., It is his profes
sion of glory, and also the pUl'suit of it provides his path 
of safety. In this idea he is always sedulou~ to make pre
parations for it, as the means of keeping his nation and 
himself secure from the invasions and outrag"e or his bar
barous neighbours in the deep forests. 'Vhenever, there
fore, the Indians indulge in amusements, their diversions 
become spectacles and shows of war and violence. In the 
'war-dance noticed their appearance was terrific and 
wild in the extreme. Some were covered with the buf
faloe's hide, baving the horni extended, to ,give them a 

y 
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more hideous aspect. Others wore dresses of feathel'~ in 
a variety of strang'e savage devices, and a few were entin·l.y 
naked, ha\'ing the body and face painted in the most gro
tesque colouring, so as to convey an idea of horror among 
the beholders. In dressing or decorating for this harba
rian masquerade, the Indian seemed sedulous to trick 
himself in fashionable parade, as much as European beaus 
endeavour to shine at a ball. He had his bear's grease-,~, 
vermillion, and black and gl'et:'n colours, which he laid on 
with much pains, adjusting the due proportion~, and mak-
ing the ferocity of his face mort' ghastly and g1aring, by 
the help of a small looking-~~<ass, which he held in hilt • 
band on the interesting ocrRsion. To look the warrior i!4 
the Indian's aim; as that of the beau in civilized ~ociety"" 
is to step out a fin: G-<cntlcman, and to astoni"h the crowd, ' 
and please his company i,~ no doubt, the acme of decorUiD 
and distinction with the fashionahles of Christendom and • 
of the Catabaws and Creeks and Cherob~es! 

The Indian's mode of rarr.vil~g on ho.;tilities consi..;ts for
the most part in dexkrous amhu~cadcs, anti arduous stra
tagems, in which, when they are on:'rial'~(c'n, U'itonishing , 
courage and fortitude are di"playcd h.' the comlntants, so. 
much so, that the soldiers 'of cidlized stateR have DO COll- ..,. 
eeption of such bazardous enterprises, and actual defiance 
of death in the most desperate and shocking shapes. In 
an intricate country like North America they became a 
desirable ally to the Royal cause, being peculiarly skilled. 
in suppressing and intercepting an enemy in his most di;;
guised movements and operations. In trying to s.urprise 
tbeir enemies the, fail to kindle fires, subsisting on ra,v 
and the most scanty provisions" in order to escape notice. 
They lie on the ground, halting by day and marcrting by 
night, and always send scouts on- every side to reconnoitre 
the country. It is wonderful to think how expert they are 
in discovering the enemy in his securest retreat, which 
they find by investigating his track in the most pathless 
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jrlaces, and by smelling, as they do at a great distancc, the 
smoke of his fires. The Indian in tracing his enemi es will 
estimate their ilUtRber f."om the almost viewless wstiges t 
.oftbeir mare-h, and even the time which.elapsed since they 
passed. This was witnesH'ed by a British officer who went 
out with a paJ:ty of Indians. They told thc officer they 
gbsened the foatsteps of seven or eight men that passed 
-about two days before, and, afte~ proceeding forward a 

"~itt1e way, having espied a plantation and hORs'e, they 
·eurprised in it a party of seven Americans, that came there 
as they had calculated by the traces in the way. In tra-
:~eniog thtoug,h the wooded country they mark the tall 
trees' which are stripped offqJ;iage on the north side by the, 
wind, and in this wny take the direction of their journey. 
As they proceed they etch the tmnks with their totna
hawks, and cut down the llnilern-ood inor'der to ascertaiu. 
the road as they return back. 

General Burgoyne of necessity procured tile assistance 
of Indians in America, oot from any wi~h to reinfoi"rc 
himself with the atrocities of Indian fighting, He fon:nd 
it impracticaBle to march throllgh, and secure hi;nst'~f in 
that countrY-from the eIlOltily. he encountered without SHCll 

.' ~uides and associat~, who enabled him tv cope with the 
.... Americans, and save himselffrolll snrpri-,c in covert.sccne!:., 

w:hich were ·new to Ellropean ~mies, and' where the best 
dciscipline nmi hc~t generalship must heeome ineffectual, 
ifmeh a prec;Hltion a!; he rCi'ortocl to. had not been used. 
GeD.eral Ul"addo<;k fuU a victim hill1.:.;~If, and sacriticod fine 
troops by his imprOl'ident phi'!: ~f oppration in exposing _ 
hi~ army to the alnbu~cattes of~av.age ,ho,<;tili1:ie,., 

PersollR who' arraigned C-rener;11 nllrg-(!)yne there.f<>re 
for availing! -himself of" an allillRce with the Indianfl, aro-tIed . ~ 

unfairly; and did him great Injustice. He was aware'of 
the arduous conflict he had,.to meet, and he provicleodpro
per materials for the local circumstance in ·-which he waq 
employed. For this pllrpose he engaged the as"is't~n{'''' of 

Y2 
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Indian wariors to accompany the m~my he commanded frOl\1 
Canada. 

In crossing the lakes the In~ians in their canoes,· con
taining from twenty to thirty men each, headed' our troops 
as they sailed in brigade. One brigade regularly followed 
the other, proceeding from about seventeen to twenty mile!!! 
a day. The order of progress was so regulated that the 
next following brigade occupied at night the encampment 
which the immediately. preceding one left in the morningl" 
After the Indians, the advanced corps sailed in regular 
line with the Royal George and Inflexible war ships com
ing after, towing large booms, which were used to be 
thrown across two points of land. Then came the brig,; 
and sloops, and after them the first brigade, having the 
pinnaces of Generals Burgoyne, Philips, and Reidesel, in 
rear of them. Next f@llowed the second brigade, and last 
the German brigade, whose rear was brought up by th& 
sultlcrs and followers of the army. 

Although the waters of the Champlain are frequently 
much agitated, our army in passing found it serene and 
tranquil. At one time it afforded a delightful appearance. 
Undisturbed by a breeze its clear, chrystal surface became 
like an indefinitively extended min-or, reflecting the hea ... 
vens, and green umbrage of the trees which bordered the f 
islands ofthe lake, while at the same time the entire army 
moved majestically along in perfect order. It looked like 
some stupendous fairy scene of a dream, which the waking 
fancy can scarcely conceive. Picture to yourself a sheet 
of fine water, where the horizon interposed between the 
farther shore, with an army of men embarked upon it, 
islands covered with tall trees, and the sky calm and smil
ing. One would be tempted to forget that the element on 
which he sailed was often subject to storms and shipwreck, 
and that while its aspect was so inviting it became a swift 
medium to carry him to fields of carnage and desolation. 
Yet such was jn reality the case. Lake Champlain is 
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much exp~sed to gales which blow in squalls from the higb 
mountainous lands on the north. One of these squalls 
took our army in sailing, but without any damage, except 
to a small brig' which wa&' laid on her side, and sa\'ed by 
cutting away her masts. During the gale of wind we en
~ountered, it was feared the Indians must have perished, 
but, contrary to our apprehensions, their canoes rode the 
'Itorm without injury. 

On the 30th .J une, 1777, we assembled at Crown Point, 
within sight of the enemy, whose tvatch-boats were seen 
rowing about, but beyond the reach of our guns. In a 
fe\v day~ we commenced operations against Ticonderoga.* 
An ample account of hostile operations here being given 
in the author's Journal of the American 'Val', he shall 

.c eonfine himself to a few particulars at present. 
After the enemy retreated we marched down to the 

works, al1d were obliged to halt at the bridg'e of eommu
nication which had heen broken down. In passing the 
bridge and possessing ourselves of the works we found four 
men lying intoxicated with drinking, who had been left 
to fire the guns of a large battery on Ollt approach. Had 
the men obeyed the commands they receiYed, we must 
have'suffered great injury, but they wcre allured by the 
opportunity of a cask of Madeira to forg'ct their iilstruc
tions, and drown their care!; in wine. It appeared evi\ 
dent that they were left fOl' the purposc alluded to, as 
JDatches were found lighted, the gronnd was strewed with 
powdel', and the heads of some IlOwcier casl\.s were knocked 
off in order, no doubt, to injure onr mcn ill their gaining 
the works. An Indian had like to do some mischief front 
.his curiosity-holding a lighted match near one of the 
CUllS; it exploded, but being elevated, it dischar.ged 
without harm . 

.. 'J:'iconderoga was built ,hy the French in 111(' ),par ]756. 
'It is now a heap of ruins, and forms an appelldngp to a farm. 

• 
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A part of our troops pursued the retreating enemy, anl1 
e,"el·took him at Hibbertown. The grenadiers were or. 
cered to form and prevent him in the road to Castletown. 
Being turned in this direction, the enemy attempted ttJ 
proceed to Pittsford, by a steep mountainou~ road. In thi, 
attempt they were thrown into much confusion by meani 
.of our grenadiers, who climbed a very steep ascent to 
.$top their march. In climbing this high ground, which 
looked inaccessible, the men encountered great fatigue. 
and dan gel', being obliged to sling their firelocks to their 
sides, and sometimes ascend by laying hold of the branchei 
of trees. After gaining the summit of this ele,"ated ground;' 
tIle grenadiers had hard fighting before they prevailed 
against the Americans, who were greatly superior in num
bers, and commanded by a brave officer, Colonel Francis, .~ 

"rho fell in the fight. . 
The Americans were not completely routed until the 

Germans came and engaged them, by means of urhicb 
seasonable assistance they suffered great loss/;, They were 
about 2000 in number, while the British amounted but to 
850, who maintained the conflict during two hours previous 
to the coming up of the Germans, whose accession of force 
f'Oftunately decided a hard fought affair. The nature of 
hostilities on the American continent accjuircd a sort of ,. 
implacable ardour and. rcveng"e, whidl happily are a g"ood 
deal unknown in the pro-'ccution of war in g"eneral. This 
remark is justified by t.he fate of Captain Shrimpton, of the 
62d regiment, after the battle ju~t mentioned. Soqae oC 

'OlU' officers stood examining papers taken from the pocket 
of Colonel Francis on the field. As the Captain held 

;:: It is not unworthy to obsene that the German troops pr;:-' 

'Pared for the conflict as they approached the field of battle by' 

~inging Psalms, and that the dfect of their onset and charge, 

followed by an incessant fire on their part, gave a sudden and 
;.ignal d~cision to the severe action of that dave . • 
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the papers 11c leaped and exclaimeu that he was badl, 
wounded. 'rhe officers heard the whizzing of the balJ, 
and' saw the smoke or the fire, but failed to find the man 
who aimed with such effect, and escaped without seizure, 
or even b('itlg" seen. 

In fig'hting' in the woods the battalion mall<:euvring and 
exc.llcncy of exercise were found of little value. To 

;;,.prime, load, fire and charge with the bayonet expeditiously 
wer·~ the chief points worthy of attention. It was om' 
t:ustom after loading and priming, instead of ramming 
down cartridge, to strike the breech of the firelock to the 
ground, and bring it to the present and fire. In this 
usage much care was neCeS3:lry, lest the cartridge might 
remain undischarged, as sornetimes happened, when, from 

'" the confusion of the moment of action, the end of the car
tridge being unbitteJl it might not catch fire from the burnt 
prlmmg. In this way several cartridges have been disco
vered together in the piece unexploded, whic11, in tim 
bmsting of Ius firelock from an overcharge, could not fail 
to be v~ry perilous and sometimes destru1!tive to the 
.oldier himself, and even some of those around him. 

SOhU~ coufusion and lack of presence of mind must at
tach to every young soldier, but habit aud the usage of 
fighting will soon supply coolnes!J and self-possession in 
action. 

Three things prompt men to a regular discharge oftheil" 
tIuty in time of action, viz. personal bravery, hope (If re
ward, and fear: of punishment. The two first are com
mon to the recruit and veteran soldier, bllt the last most 
f>bviously distiD·guishes one from the other. A coward 
taught to believe that, if he breaks his rank and abandon_ 
his colours, he will be punisl1ed with death by his own 
party, will take his chanc.eagainst the enemy. Men wh<> 
are familiarized to danger, approach it without thinking~ 
wbereas troops iHlused to service apprehend danger ... here 
ILO danger exists. So doubt, before the commenCCDwut 
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of a battle, a man, however he may cla5s as a veterau, 
cannot fail to feel that his life hangs upon awful accident, 
and of course that natural instinct, if nothing else, which 
heats within us ill anxiety for self-preseryation, will cause 
a quick pulsation and ag'itate the breast. But the battle 
once begun, this anxious apprehension,' which originatei' 
from the love of existence when we reflect in silence, ill 
confounded' and lost in the ardour alld conflict of the en-. 
gagement, wherein reflection and thought suffer a temporary 
suspense, as much for the moment as if we were constitut
ed without them. This privation, however, is merely 
commensurate with the actual overwhelming circumstance 
of things, when contending armies encounter to decide the 
tates of states and empires. .After fighting', a thousand. 
flevere and painful feelings call back the mind and all the- If 

affections; and although mercy may be thought to be 
cstranged ti'om the soldier's bosom, perhaps nobody che
rishes benevolence and pity more than he does. He look& 
around him, and sees with deep affliction his companions 
and fi-iends, some dead, and some agonized with mortal 
wounds; and in short, that manifold scene of sudden 
slaughter whieh Mars leaves behind him. Such terrible 
scenes cannot but harrow the recesses of the heart, and 
ehould victory favour the forces among whom he ranks, 
even common humanity will make him sutfer sorrowful 
pangs for the destruction and agony of the brave ene
mies overthrown. 

,It is indeed truly amazing to estimate the hair-breadth 
escapes which many are blessed with in battle, while some 
are terribly tal{en off in the first onset with the enemy. 
This is usual1y cal1ed the fortune of war, but surely a mer
~iful and wise Providence holds the trembling scales of 
hostility, and hides numbers under the celestial wing, while 
thousands fall beside one. This idea may not, it is true, 
find a consenting echo in every breast, but a reftectin: 
mind in the day of battle cannot fail to entertain it in some 
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degree. x"And aner all, in consulting the records of holy 
writ, we will be fortified in the. thought bya variety of 
consoling sentences, and promises expressive of the divine 
protection to some of us, while the same scriptural docu
ments inspire us with sacred confidence and hope, that 
every tllinS, at all :events on sucb great tr~als and occa
!l!ionB~ . operate . in 'eternal wisdom and universal good. 
Death,itself, in all its dreaded terrors, may thus come with 

;)1- a: good purpose from the pavilion of Onuiipotence, even to 
the individual who falls before' us. However, the way in 
which the arm of the Almighty· acts in hostile conflicts, ii!! 
enoug'b to penetrate us with gratitude and awe. In the 
fight of Ticonderoga, Lord Balc~rres, who commanded 
the light infantry, had his coat and trowsers pierced with 
about thirty' balls, and escaped with a slight wound, while 
in the same battle, Lieut. Haggit, in the opening attack, 
received a mortal wound in both eyes by a ball, and Lieut. 
Douglass of the 29th, while some:of the men were taking 
him wounded from the field; was killed with a ball, whic~ 
took him in the 'heart. 

After the capture of Ticonderog'a, the main body of thl! 
army advanced to Skenesborough; and having stopped 
there three weeks, to receive supplies of provisions from 
Canada, proceeded to' }"'ort ~dward, ,where ~ it was appre
hended'the enemy would make a stand,and 'give battle. 
However, as the royal army advanced,. they, precipitatel,. 

• abandoned the place, in which our troops made an encamp
ment. Here another party of Indians joined us, some of 
\vhom a few days after skirmished with ~ scouting partY:Qf 
Americans, who betook themselves to -flight· and crosied 
the river in batteaux. But' the Indians were before hand 
with them in gaining the shore, and took them prisoners. 
In this little affair the Indians g'ave an unusual instance 
of humanity~ A brave American being badly. wounded 
in the Indian skirmhih, and disabled from walking,.~ was 
.,arri~d l;1y tllelD nearly three miles, eRd' treateww';th treat 

Z 
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attention. It was suspected that the Indians, in ord~r to 
ingratiate tltel~selves with Generalllurgoyne, had recourse 
to such kind COllducL it- On approaching our camp on this 
occaSIOn, the Indi~ns raised their u:"ual savage yell, called 
the war whoop, and their treatment of the prisoners they 
broug-ht, was peculiarly ~lTatifJing to the officers and men 
of our army. They took the wounded American hefore 
mentioned, to General Frazer, lV 110 interrogated him. 
But s,ijch was his intrepid spirit that he declined answering 'i 

any questions which were put to obtain information of the 
designs and operations of the American forces. The cou .. 
rag-e of this individual was truly astonishing. Beil}g ob
liged to undergo the amputation of a limb, in consequence 
of his wound, it was attempted to persuade him to discover 
some of the enemy's plans, and being' told that unless he 
kept himself entirely quiet be would suffer a lock-:jaw, 
with the greatest composure, he carelessly answered, 
that It mattered not, as he died in a good cause, asserting 
independence for the colonies! 

It was at this time and place t1Iat the lamented Miss 
M'Crea met her untimely and unfortunate fate, by means 
of the Indians, who, from that time, took occasion to de
sert untIl our army was abandoned by thOOl.t 

The soldier's labour began at this period to become 
severe in an extraordinary measur,e. In marching through 
a difficult c~untr'y~ he was obliged to bear a burden wltich 
none except the old Roman veteran ever bore. He carried '
a knapsack, blanket, haversack containing four day's pro. 
v:mons, a canteen for water, and a proportion of lti!t tent
furniture, which, superadded to his accoutrements, arms 
~d sixty rounds ef ammunition, made a great load an~ 

'* General BurgOYOi, in submiUing his case before parlia. 
Ulrnt, adv.~rtedJ to. this behaviour of the Indians. 
, t Si!~.-1Q.url)~-C)f Ouurrcn,es of the American War, page 145. 



LAMB'S MEMOIR: 179 

large luggage, weighing about sixty pounds. The Oer
man grenadiers, from their cumbrous armour, long clOt 111t1g 

and big canteen, holding about a gallon, w~r(' mlt~ll worse 
circumstanced than our men for the wearisome mar~hes 
we made. 

From the encampment of Fort Edward, the expedition 
to Bennington (detailed in the Author's American Journal) 
was undertaken, and maintained chiefly by the Germans; 

!f although the British thought that they themselves ought to 
have been employed chiefly in it. The issue of this ope
ration in its failure was differently accounted for; but the 
principal can~e seemed to be owing to the delay of march
ing to the place. The expedition ~et out at eight o'clock in 
the forenoon, and did not arrive there, although but twenty
two miles, until fimr o'clock in the afternoon of the next 
day! At this post the Mohawk nation, called Sir William 
Johnston's Indians, eame to join our forces, in c m~equence 
of being driven fi'om their habitations by the Am~ricans. 
They agreed to reinforce and tight in company \Vith us, 
provided their women and children were sent to Canada, 
and subsisted with necessaries. These conditions General 
Burgoyne complied with. 

Their stay in camp enabled us to observe thei .. manner 
of living. They are peculiarly expert iu 5wlmming, and 
take care to accustom·their children to it. It would seem 
that they are in some degree amphibious, as much as hu
man beings can be. In order to educate their young- ones 
in the watery element they float them on planks, and leav
ing them to their own guidance, it is wonderful to witness 
the Indian infant's dexterity. If he lose his balance on the 
floated board, and drop in the current, he feels but little 
affright or difficulty in regaining his place upon it. He will 
dive in sport, and continue down for several minutes. The 
!!quaw confines her infant to a board with bandages, and 
the child being thus laid with its back to ,it, l.oo.ks like a 
living mummy, if such language be allowed. Perhapii 

Z2 ' 
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this is one cause of the Mohawk man's sJmmctry of limbs~' 
The female Mohawk is not alike well formed, owing per
haps to an awkward usage of the sex, which they consider 
fashionijble, ,·iz. turning the feet inward, so as to make the 
toes of each foot meet the other. 'V hen her infant sleeps, 
the l\1ohawk squaw lays the board on the gl"Ound, .or hangs 
it on the bough of a tree, which she agitates to rock 11er 
little one to rest. J n marching she binds the board that 
ccn:llleS Gt'r infant on her back. • 

D~lring th~·ir remaining. with us they were ~nt out on 
scouting parties; a pUl'po~C for which they were exceed
ingly well fitted, fi'om their own hostile habits, apd their 
acquail1tance with the country. On such excursions they 
frequently took prisoners, and in returning to camp always 
Jelled or sounded the war-whoop as many, times as they 
reckoned the heads of their prisoners. This voc~feration 
of the savnge is a wildly modulated call, or strenuous effort 
and echo of the voice. It is lifted to the highest pitch of 
utL::r<:.nce, and manag'ed, as it were by note, to prolong its 
tones. The barbarian produces this power of intonation 
by means of his hand before his mouth. The word itself, 
(viz. whoop) is a sensible namc, immediately taken. from 
the sound excited. 

The IndiUl"!'s token of conquest and triumph, is the scalp 
or skin scar<'u and scooped from the head of his fallen foe. 
His manner of tab:1g this ~~nguinary trophy is this, vj~. 
He twbs one hand in the hair, ami pulls forcibly from the 
fIrOWIl, by \rl.ich means the skin is somewhat lifted from 
the skull. He then excoriates as much as covers the top 
of thc head with his scalping knife, which he has always 
by him. Should the hair of the human victim be short, it 
is said that the Indian is used to lift the skin from the bone 
~'ith his teeth, preparatory to the excoriation of it. His 
Icah,3 he preservc'i as memorials of heroism. In order to 
lia\'-e them from wasting' by putrefaction, he ~preads and 
sews them upon a. hoop with ligaments of bark or d~el"iJ 
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sinews, painting ,them red fQr the sake of shew. Numbers 
of these hoops were suspended on poles at the doors of their 
~igwams or huts, while they continued in our encamp
me,nt~. One of our officers being attracted by seeing a 
scalp with fine long hair, offered the Indian who owned it 
a bottle of rum in exchange for it. But although ver,! 
desirous of being serve~ with spirituous liquors, he could 
not think of parting- with the reeking testimonial of his in
human prowess. He appeared offended a,t the officer'j 
.asking it. I t is shockiNg to see the deceased soldier 
Ilcalped; bu~ to behol~ one of the wounded so ferociously 
disfigured, is dreadful. Af:cr the battle of Ti ~()nderoga 
we found hvo unfortunate men thatlost their scalps,amon~ 
the wounded, and were pronounced recoverable. .such 
cases sometimes occur; but the hair never grows again OR 

the crown of the head. 
The tomahawk is among the principal weapons used by 

Indians. It is merely a .small hatchet, which the savage 
flings from his hand with such an unerring aim, that he 
seldom fails to t~e down with it the enemy flying before 
him. The barbarian is very curious in this instrument of 
war, having in most cases a cup or pipe for his tobacc& 
affixed to it. 'Vhen he buys it from the trader, he uSHally 
takes off the wooden handle; and puts instead thereof 
a hollowed c~ne, which serves for a double use, viz. to 
hold when he throws it, and smoke tobacco through it as a 

.;tube. 
D~ring oUf ,cQptinuance at Fort .Miller, the writer of 

this memoir was selected by his officers to return alone to 
Ticonderoga, for the purpose of taking back some Qf our 
baggage which had been left there. Goingunaccompanied 
on such a s~litary route was dreary and dangerous; but 

. yet. the seiection of one from numbers, ~eemed to render 
tbe man ~hosen on the occasion, a depositary fof peculiar 
confidence. He therefore updertook the duty imposed, not 
Qnly without repining, but with alaccitJ. A small detach-



ment if scnt, could not pass unnoticed or ~are by such a 
route through the woods, a distance of twenty mi:es; and 
a sufficient fOl"Ce could not be spared on the occasion. T~1C~ 

sending of a single c;oldier appeared therefore the most 
adviseable plan; and it was ordered by General Burgoyne, 
that he should, after atTiving at Ticonderoga, follow the royal 
army with the baggage, escorted by the recruits, and as 
many of the convalescents remaining at that post as could 
march with it. Pur~uant to this arrangement, he prepared 
himself, taking twenty rounds of ball cartridge, and some 
prm-isiollS. About noon he set out, and at four in the 
afternoon reached our former encampment, Fort Edward, 
where he stopped a while to refresh. From tllence he 
proceeded with as much expedition as he could make to 
Fort Henry, on Lake George. About eleven o'clock at 
night, becoming ,-cry weary, he laid him down to sleep a 
little in a thick part of a wood. Although the day was hot, 
the night dews soon awakened him, shivering with cold; 
having- rested but about two bonrs, and then resuming his 
march for four or five miles, he saw a light on his left, and 
directed his course toward it. Having gained the place, 
he was saluted by a man at the door of his house, who 
informed him that a soldier's wife had been just taken in 
from the wood", wliE're she was found by one of his family, 
in the pains of child-birlh. Being admitted into this hm;
pitahle dwelling, the owner of which was one ofthe Society 
of Friends, or people called Quakers, he recognized the 

. wife of a scIj~ani of hi5 own company. The woman 
.,."as delivered of a fine girl soon after; and having 
reqnested lleJ.' friendly host to allow her to stop until his 
:returu from Ticonderoga, at which time he would be able 
to take her to the army in one of the waggons, he set out 
on his lonely route aga'; '1. Pre\'ious to his leaving her, she 
informe1 hi.u that she had determined to hrave the dan
ge~ oftne woods: 'n order to come up with her husband; 
tha.t she crossed Lake George, and was seized with tile 
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~ickness of labour in the forest, where she mU5t have pc
l'ished, had she not been providentially discovered by the 
kind-hearted people under whose roof she. then was. It is 
-worthy ofreqmrk, that the author, not long since in this 
city, with great pleasure, saw the female, who was born ~ 
he before "elatoo, in the wilderness, near Lake GOOl·ge. 
She ha.d been married to R man serving in the band of a 
militia regiment, and the meeting with her, rel--ived in his 
rnind lively emotions of distre8sful and difficult scenes, 
which although long passed, can never be forgotten by him. 
At Fort George he was prov:id(>d with a boat to take him 
a-cross the Lake to Ticonderoga. 
J~keGeorge is situate southwest of Lake Champlain, 

and its bed lies about 100 feet higher. Its waters are 
beautifully clear, composing a sheet thirty-six miles long, 
and from one to sc,·en wide. It embosoms more than 
two hundred islands, affording nothing for the most part 
but a ground of barren rocks covered with heath, and a 
kw cedar and spruce u'pes. On each side it is !lkirted by 
prGdigious mountains. rrhe lake abounds with fish, and 
!lome of the best kind, such as the black or oswego bafi, 
also large speckled trouts. It was called Lake Sacrament 
by the Canadians, who in former times, were at the painll 
to procure its water for Slt'l.cralllental uses in their churches. 

There are two islands nearly in the centre of it; in onft 
.()f whieht . called Diamond Island, two cOinpanies ofth~ 
47th were stationed, commanded by Captain Aubrey, for 
the purpose of forwarding- pl'ovisions o\'er the lakes. These 

• islands were anterior to this time, said to swarm with 
rattle-snakes; so much so, that people would not venture 
to land in them. A batteaux in sailing near Diamond island, 
having upset,the people in it gained the shore, but 
climbed trees for fear of the snakes, until they got an op
portunity of a vessel ,passing to leave it. Some bogs 
however, which had been carried in the upset boat re
maining on thfl iiland to which they iwaw, were sGmetime 
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afterward followC'd by the owncro;, ,d10, to recover 
them, ventured ashore. They found the swin~ <''{ceoding}, 
£'It, and, to their surpri:.-e, Inet but v~ry few of the rattle
snakps which before had been so plenty.' A hog' being 
killed on the !'pot, made a good meal for the people. It 
was discovered by its stomach that the hog fed upon the 
rattle-snakes, and had nearly cleared the island of such 
Iloxions tenantry. 

The wild hog in the woods, and the Indian himself are 
known to feed on snakes as a delicacy. The warmth of 
the southern states, however is more favourable to the 
breeding of the ~erpent tribes. There the American crocodile 
or ~llcgator is found, and eyery sort of serpent from the 
scorpion to the Pine Barren, which is said to exceed all 
other;; in size. There are but two serpents whose bites or 
stings prove mortal, ,iz. the'pilot 01· copper-head, and the 
raW·_>-snake. For the bite and venom of the former, it is 
:e:Jid that no remedy or cnre is yet discovered. It is called 
pilot from its being the first in coming from its state of 
torpidity in the spring, and its name of copper-head is taken 
fi'om the copper-coloured ~pots of its head. The black 
snake is a good deal innocuous, and is remarkable only 
tor it~ ag;ility, beauty, and its art or instinct of.enticing 
bird" or insects to approach it. I have heard only of one· 
person who was stung by a copper-head. He quickly 
!1rIc-lled in a most dreadful manner; a multitude of spots 
of different hues on different parts of his horly, alternately 
appeared and vanished; his eyes were filled with mad
ness and rage; he fixed them Oil all present with the most 
"indictive looks; he thrust out his tongue as the snakes 
do; he hissed through his teeth with inconceivable strength, 
and became an object of terror to all bye-standers. To 
the li'tidncss of a corpse, he united the desperate force of 
a maniac; they hardly were able to keep him fast, so a3 to 
guard themselves from his attacks; when in the space of 
two hour:i, death relieved the poor individual from his 
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~h'uggle8, and the spectators fl'om their apprehensions. 
The venom of the rattle-snalie does not operate so soon, 
and hence there is more time to procure medical relief. 
There are several antidotes with which almost ever), fa
mily is provided against the poison of it. I(is very inac
tive, and unless pursued and v~ed, perfectly inoffensive. 
Farmer Hector St. John gives the following curious ac
count of snakes :-" I once saw, as I was b-an·l1ing, a great 
cliff which Was full of rattle-snakes; I handled sevcr-aJ, 
and they appeared to be dead; they were all entwined 
together, and thus they remain until the return of genial 
,mns. I fOUlld them out by following the track of some 
wild hogs which used to feed on them, and even the Indi
ans oftCTl feast on them. 'Vhen they find them a~leep, 
they pUt a 'Small forked ~tick over their neelis, which they 
·keep immoveahly "fixed on the ground; gi ving the snake a 
.piece C1f leather to bite, and this they pull back several 
times with great force, until they observe the two poisono~ 
fangs torn out. Theh they cut off the head, skin the body, 
and cook it as we do eels, und its flesh is extremely sweet 
Clnd white. I once saw a tamed one, as gentle as you can 
possibly conceive a reptile to 'be. It took to the water 
and swam wherever it pleased; and when the boys to 
whom it belonged caned it back, their summons was rea
dily obeyed. It had been deprived of its fangs by tb. 
pre~ding method, they often stroked it with a soft brush, 
and this friction seemed to cause the most pleasing sensa
tions, for it would turn on its back to enjoy gentle rub
bing, as a cat does before the lire. One of this specie a 
caused a most deploraMe accident, which I shall relate to 
yon, as I had it from tho widow and mother of the victims. 
A Dutch farmer of Ute Mini:;ink went to mowing, with hii 
negroes, in his boots, a precaution used to prevent being 
IItnng. Inadvertently he trod on a snake, which imme
diately attacked ,his legs, and as it drew ~ack in order to 
renew itiblow, one of his negroes cut it in two with his 
,cltlae. 'flley proieGuted their work, and returned b,ome. 

A a 
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At ni"'ht the furmcr pulle!l off his boots and weHt to hed, 
~ 

and was soon after seized with a strange ~ickncss at hi9 
stomach. Hc swelled; and before a physician could be 
pr.Jcurcd he died. A few d:1Js after his deccase his so. 
put on the same boot~, and went to the meadow to wor~ . 
. At night he pulled them ofi~ went to bed, and experienced 
similar sufferings of sickness as took off' his father, and 
deceased in tIH' same manner. A little hefore he expired 
a doctor came, hut not being able to assign what could be 
the call"c of so singurar a disorder; he pronounced both 
father and son to have died by witchcraft. Some weekil 
after, the widow sold all the moveahles fol' the' benefit of 
the younger children, and the fat'm was leased. One of 
the neighbours who boug'ht the boots, presently put them 
on, and fell sick, as happened in the case of the other two. 
But, this man's wife being alarmed by what befel tlie for;. 
mer family, dispatched one of her negroes for an eminent 
physician, who fortunately having heard of the dreadful 
affair, asccrtained the cause, and applied medicines which 
recov('red the man. 'l'he boots which h~ been so fatal, 
were then carefully examined, and· he found that the two 
fangs of the snake had been left in the leather, after being 
wrenched out of their sockets by the strength with which 
the !'nalie had drawn brrek his head. The Lladders which 
contained the poison, and s~veral ~f tke small nerves were 
still tresh, and adhered to the boot. The unfortunate fa
ther and son had both been poisoned by wearing these 
hoots, in which actiQn they imperceptibly scratched their 
legs with the points of the fangs, thr~mgh the hollow of 
which, some of the al'tonishing venom was conveyed. You 
have no doubt heard of their rattle, if JOll have not seen 
them; the only observation I wish to mai\.e is, that the 
rattling is loud and di~tinct when tlw.f are angry; and on 
the contrary, when pleased, it l'oupds like a distant con
fU~:l'd rustling, in which nothing distinct is heard. In the 
populous scttlel:1ents, they arc now become very scarce; 
for wherever they are met with, open war is declared 
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,against them; so that in a 'few years there will be nor.tl! 
left but in our mounbill<;. The black snake, Gll lh,~ con,. 

., I 
trary, alway~ diverts me, hecal.{ile it ('xc~t,s no idea or 
danger. Their swiftness is astollishill~, ! ileY w Ii l s')me .. 

times equal that of a hor3c; at otllcr times thl'y will c.imh 
up trees iu seuch of our tree toads; or glide tH} th~ grouml 
ad: full length. On some occasions they present toel1l"cives 
half in the' reptile state, half erect; their eyc:; and lhe,iF 
heads in the erect postHre, appear to gn'at d'!vallf:1ge; dIe 
former display a tire which I Itaye admir~·.i, aud it i,; hy 
these they are enabled to fascinate birds and squirrels. 
'Vhen they have fixed their eyes on an anima:, . they he,. 
~ome immoyoable; only turning their ,head ~ f),wtilll(>' to 
the right, and sometimeil ,to the left, but :Ail', \"ith tll",';r 
sight invariably directed to the object. '~lW di.,trc' ;.J 
victim, instead of flyiHg its enemy, St'C'J11S ;.J Ui:- UL'O.,'.4e<1 
by some invincible power; it scread;~, apl;r,);', ii"", ~!I'd 

the)) recedes; and after skipping about with !ll;,ccoant· 
able agitation, finally rushes into the jaws of ~he snake, 
and is swallowed, as soon as it is covered with the ';I~:lkc's 
slaver to make it 'slide easily down the throat of ;ts de
vourer. ' 

'" As'I was one day sitting' solitary and pensin', my at
tention wa;; engaged by a "lrangc i'ort of rustlillg' noi~(' at 
~ome di;.;tance. I looked alI arol!.n(L ar,d to my astonislt
ment beheld tw,) slIakes of considtTable kn~th, the one 
pursuing the other with great cclerity through a hemp-
5tuhhl~-field. The agg-ressor was of the bladi kind, 'si ~ 
fect long, the fugitive was a water-snake, nearl.y qf equal 
dimensions. They soon met, ;md in the fm'y of their fir.,t 
encounter, they appeared in an ins[,:nt firmly twisted togc
ther, and whilst their united tails beat the ground, they 
mutually tried with open jaws to lacerate each other. 
'Vhat a fell aspect did they pre~ent! theil' heads l\'t're 

fomprcssed to a very smctl1 size, thi'ir eyes flashed iilt~ ; and 
alter this conflict had lasted about five minutes, thE' OUt~ 
found means to disengage jbplf from the other, and hurri.;d 

~ A 9r 
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towarc:l tbe ditch. Its altagonisi instantly MSlUD.ed II tie" 
postnr~, a!!d half erect, lrith a ~jestie mien; ovenook' 
and attackcd the other ~ajn, which placed itself: in t_ 
like attitude, and prepared to resist. Tile soone Wi¥!' tUII-. 

~o~mon and bcautiful, for thus opposed: they fOughtt wit&. 
theirjaws, biting each other with tlte!ltmost rape .. But·. 
~.pptwithstandi.ng twa. appearance of. mutual c$turage ! and 
tU;l'y, the water-snake ~till seemed, desirous; of retreating.' 
tnward the ditch, its naiw-al·clement. .'.l1hjs. was no,soo~ . 
perceived by the keen-eyed bIacJi ene, than twiStil'l§,ifa .. 
tui! twice round a stall( ofhemp,* and, seizi,ng itsad\\.~. 

saFY by the throat, not by means, of itS jaws". but. by tW,jit" 
ing its own neck twice round· tha.t: of tb.~ W.l':-Sll..,.·, 

pulled it back from, the ditc.1l4 To prevent a d~t~t'" 
hitter tooli hold likewise of a sta.lk on the ban,k,. and by ~ : 
acquisition of that point of resis,.t~~ b.ecam~ a m~t~~,f'pl" . 
its fierce antagonist. Strange wae, thi~ to b,eholci" twq" 
great snakes strongly aqhering, to, the gr-ount\ m~~: 
fa.,'3teJle~' together by means of the writhings whioh las~f, 
them to eaeh oth~r,. and stretched. 3,t thei~ full length, tb61.: 
puUt'd, ~~lt p!!ll~d:ill vain; anqiu the moments of greawm." 
t?xE'rti.Jn~ ~b,t p"rt of their bC!~ies which was enhy.iae4, 
• 
!!cem(:.l J·xtr(·l1li'·!Y sma]), while the rest appeal'e4. inlla~8d,/ 
and r,o.,' <:;I~d thel cODyulseq. witJ} strong undulationpf f.«-

- pidl} followin~ e,ach other. Their eyes seeme4..()~ . fir.4?,. 
and ready to, slart uut of their heads. At one time the. 
('\Hlr:ct 3eemeu c',·ciu,:.u, the w~ter-snp.ke b~nt itself into. 
two f': i,:>"t fi L~~, und by that operation l'end~rc~ t~e .. o~; 
1&101'e th .. u commonly outotretched; the next pnnute. t4 

·Mr. H~c{or St. John lll(ormsus that in hisluxuriantgrollnd; 
mepr]y Lr shel'er, he se,ved gl'aifi~ of h~m'pseelI~'whieh gre1vllp 
to the height of fiftH-II feet, and that· he cli~lbed four fuet on 
~Il~ of dIP. branching stall{s without breaking'it~ Aft: EUl'epm. ' 
must wond"'pr at jfinot .discredit the trutb of sU<II1 a fact hem inexw 
perience of t:l€ great and rapid growtbof plant9 .. nd'",.table5i 
.J all kinuli iu Am(.rka and thl! 'Vcit lndiell. 
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JlewBfuggles, of the black one gained an unexpe~ted snpe
riority, it acquired two great folds likewise, which neces
earily extended the body of its adversary in proportion ~I 
it had. contracted its own. These ('Worts were alternate, 
l'icfory seemed doubtful, inclining sometimes to the one 
!ide andsomctnnes to the other, until at last the stalk to 
which the black snake' fastened, su.dd~nl.v gClVe way, and ill 
consequence of this accident they both plunged into the 
ditch. The n~ter did not extinguish their vindicth-e rag~, 
fo!, by their agitations I could trace, though not distinguish; 
their mutual attacks. They soon re-appeared on the sut'
face, twisted tog'ether, as in their 1irst onset, out tIle black 
snake seemed to retain its wonted snperiority, for its head 
was exactlJfixcd abo,'e that of the other, which it incessantl! 
pressed down under the water, until it sunk exhausted. 
The victor no sooner perceived its enemy incapable of 
farther resistance, than abandoning it to the current, it 
returned on shore and disappeared." 

The autfler having aIT; ~:eu and completed his busine~ 
at Ticonderoga, he accc:lipanied the baggage over Lake 
George, attended' by a number of seamen sent to work tlu~ 
btJtteaux VI the Hudson river. On his returning he called
with the gl'.od Quaker ",ilo lodged the sick wife of his fel~ 
low soldier, but to his astonishment was told that, on the 
morrow after ,he left her there in child-birth, she set out to 
meet her husbar d against the wishes and repeated enrrea. 
ties·of the whole family,- who were anxious to deta~n her 
until his return. She could not be persuaded to stop, 
but set out on foot with her new-born infimt, and arrived 
safe with her husband, whom she followed with such fond 
~Qlicitude. She thus gave an instance of the strength of 
female attachment and fortitude, 'whic11 shews that the 
exertions of. the sex are often calculated to call forth our 
cordial' admiration. In a shert time the author had the 
gratification of conducting the storeg and bagg'age for 
which he was dispatched, in safety to the army, and t. 
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reeeive the thanks of his officers, for the manner i~ Which 
, lie executed the orders confided to him. 

By this conveyance the forces obtained a month's provi. 
~ions, and a bridge of boats being constructed upon the 
Hudson, on the 13th and 14th September, 1777, the royal 
army crossed it, and encamped on Saratoga plain. Here 
the country looked like a desert-no inhabitant remained 
to be 5ern. On the 15th the forces moved forward to an 
encampment, in a place called De\'aco. H~lting till the 
17th, our troops renewed their march, rebuilding several 
bridges which had been broken, and encamped on a ground 
of considerable ad,'antage, distant about four miles from 
Still 'Vater, where the enemy stood strongly posted. On 
the 18th he appeared in force to obstruct the men employed 
in repairing the bridges, who suffered some losses. It was 
suspected that he designed to draw our army to action, 
where the artillery could not engaf,'~. At this encampment'; 
several of our men ha v; ng proceeded into a field of pota-. , 
toes, lvere suprised by a party of the enemy that killed 
about thirty of them. They mi6'ht without difficulty be 
~urrounded and taken prison::rs, but the Americans could 
not resist the opportunitJ of shedding· blood. Such a spi,. 
rit of revenge, however, had better, for the sake of huma .. 
rlity been contrould, hccan<:c it only tended to excite 
destructive retaliation en the side of our army. But such 
ardent asperity sharpened a contlict which arose. in the 
unrortunate falling out of friends, and made it more san~ 
guinary than the hostilities of states that cherish no kindred 
relations. 

On the 19th the army marched in three divisions to meet 
the enemy.* And in about an hour the advanced' party, 
~onsisting of the plcqllets of the centre column, commanded 
by Major Forbes, fell in with a considerable body poste~1. 
in hou!';es anG. behind fences, which they attacked, and 
after,much firing, nearly drove in the body of the Ameri· 
cC\l1s, but the woods were filled with men which annoyed 

.. Sec the order of battle, Journal of the American War, page 15$. 
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eut picquetl!, who must have greatly suffered had they not 
been fortunately supported by two companies of the 24th, 
and a piece of artillery, which obliged the enemy to retreat. 
I n this affair of posts one of our soldiers rescued an A me.
rican Captu.ias~of Colonel Morgan's riflemen, from the 
Indians, who were proceeding to scalp him, after depriving 
bim of his pocket-book, containing his commission, and 
some paper-money which he offered to bestow on the sol
dier, regretting at the same time that he had no ~pecie to. 
give him. lIe was taken before General Frazer, who 
interrogated him about the enemy, but he would discover 
nothing, saying merely, that the Americans were command
e~ by Generals {lates and Arnold. The General menaced 
lliin with immediate hanging unless be would give the de
sired information, but hle was resolute and firm in refllsing, 
at the same time observing, that General Frazer was at 
liberty to hang him if he pleased. On which the General 
rode away, leaving him in custody, to the charge of' Lieut. 
Dunbar of the artillery. 

Soon after this skirmish a trE'mendous fire commenced on 
the centre of the line, to which the 20th, 21st, and 62d 
regiments were chiefly exposed during fom' hom's without 
any cessation. The grenadiers, and 24th, as also a part of 
the light infantry, were engaged' betimes, until General 
})hilips arrived at a critical conjuncture, to invia-orata our 
"roops, and restore the action in our favour. 

" Eager of glory, alld profuse of life, 
They bore down fearless on the charging foe Ii, 
And droye them backward. ' 

Vast was the slaughter, and the 1l0w'ry greeJl 
Drank deep of flowing crimson. " 

A little before night set in, the enemy gave way. on all 
sides, but the darkness sayed him from our pursuit. Dur
ing the night we rested on our arms, and next day took a 
position within cannon-shot of the "CnemJ's lines . .-

In tl1is fig})t our farces had to encounter a variety of 

&nat d.ifIicw.tias. The local sitl.tatjoD. favol.t1'ed our ad"cr-
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~lriO!l:, who ttebled us in numbers. Although we reptJ.1s~d 
them with loss, we ourselves were much weakened, so that 
we could not follow the ad\-antages of the victory obtained. 
lVe kept the field, and the pQilsession of it ,vas the utmost 
point gained. The ground afforded 011 the day following 
n 8cene truly distressing-thc bodies of the slain, thrown 
top;cther' into one receptacle, were scarcely covered ,,,'rth 
the clay, and the only tribute of respect to fallen officers 
,vas, to bury them by themselves, without throwing thelll 
in the common grave. In this battle an unusual number of 
officers fell, a" Ollr army abounded with young men of 
respectability at this time, who, after seveml years of ge
neral peace anterior to the American revolution, were 
ath'flcten to take the prof('s~ion of arms. 'rhree subaltern~ 
of the 20th regiment OIl this occasion, the oldest of whom 
did not exceed the age of seventeen years, were buried 
together. Thi..; last oflice to the fallen in the field of battle 
is attended with afflicting reflections to the soldier capable 
of indulging sober thought, who beholds his dearest as
lociates cut down, and probably II is honourable patron~ 
taken off. 

" These eyes beheld the battle's dreadful strift:', 
When cloth'd with light'nings King of Terrors came, 
And with consuming fires battalions thin'd. 
In th' opening charge three blooming youths expil't", 
And thus conclude their promising career, 
'Vhose martial Liass had been form'd at home 
By family.distinctions, educatio,n's charm, 
And honour?s sense inspir'd from sire to son. 
A gen'rous friendship join'd their dying hand!, 
As earth's green verge and warring worlds they left, 
Their voyage taking to the shores of peace,,--
In better states where truth and worth rejoice! 
I drop'd a tear for soldiers faWn too ·SOOIl, 

A tribute sacred to the bra'fe deceas'd ! 
I wip'd the dews which ,vet their faded chct>ks, 
Apd sadly view'd my country's sltcrifiep, 
OW' empire" kO.llOur, aDd our taland'..i los~ !" 
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. Pi'ivate-grier., like these are the ordinary rcsllH~:ofa severe 
engagement, and wh.Qever cherishes such kind remem
brances canllot but suffer in soul for the g'elleral mortality 
of his fellow soldiers, a fate similar with whose decease 
may be his own lot in the next aWair. lIe looks UplJll the 
hig'h-born, who had been educated in the lap of elegance 
and affluence, expiring, and afterward committed to the 

· ground, far from his native place of opulence and affectilJn, 
· where dear relatives would have soothed the sufferer's 
dying agonies, and funereal distinction and regJ.rd quali

. tied the gloomy ceremony of going down to the tumbs 
· of his fathers. But war, terrible war in its destro) ing' pro .. 
&TeSS cannot stop for such consoling attentiom, to en':l the 
Captains of legions-the General himself must somctime 
eonlluingle ul1disting'uished and unkuown III the multi
tude of military sacrifices. 

Althoug'h the duty of intening the slain be thus a sad 
business to the party that does it, tho picking up the uadly 
wounded, who are found weltering in their blood, and 

-agonized for many hours without tbe possibility of reeeh"· 
ing surgical and medical aid, imposes a task of heartfelt 
trouble on the men that e!{ecute it. So it was on the next 
day after the fight described. Some of our soldiers were 
discovered alive, who had rather stay as they were, than 
be pained by a removal from the field. Some were in
!lensiblc, . benumbed with the nig-ht dews, and weakened 
with loss of ·blood, while others seemed to have arrived 
at the extreme point of suffering, when a desirablo 
separation of partnership between the soul and the body 
was about to delj,-er them from a' troublesome state. 
In short, the looking after, and administering assistance 

. to the wounded men, is: truly afflicting-, in a degree which 
description cannot sufficiently shew, and OYer whid! the 
feeling indi,-idual, who witnesses it, would gladl.\' fEn;; a 
veil of. humane . forgetfulness, in cOllsideratioI.1- of the 
awful· accident-s which o'ierwhelm and humble human ,. - ..' 

B f~ .. 
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nature, hOWf'H'r t'ull of fortitude, power, and ability it 

nlay be at pr(,"('Ilt. If such uncertainty attache" to tIlt! 
human condition in most (,<1~;p~" hon' much morc terribly 

JTlIl"t it «(ttar;) in tim(>~ of h')"iilitJ to soldit'r,;. The roan 
n~;,}icill!.!, in 'I;.., strcngth" ful: at' ardour and hoI*', even in 
the arnu ot' yidnry, is often I"{>ized hy the king of tt>rrol'Pl, 
~md ltand(·£1 away into the ,,'orld of spirits! So uestnlction 
COl!lC'~ "itll rnpid Will!-,"', and ruin rushes OJ) like a whirl· 
wind, tn StH','P tlw l}pst otlin'rs, (,IH1 SOtn('ttmes, a]mo!\t 

f"ntirt, hattalioll"; from th",ir "'t\'OIl~('st f()'undations, as. much 
a~ if the lieltl of hattIe o}wn(:d,~ ide its fit'ry.iaws, or as if 
the ('urth in (lng'PI' y,1\\ lied to p"nish IH'r foolish and pro

t~1I1e twopl" fill' thl'i r sa \ag-e ~tTife~ and barharoU!1 usag.\~ 
alil(jl1!!,' thelll"C'hes. 

Tal\ill~' all the n>lIlt" ofth~" hattIe, Ie Wf' had reason to 
boast of it, our ad, antag'cs from it "pre fl'\\' indeed. In 
(act, difficulty and danger appeared to grow out of it. 
The intricacy uf the ground hefore IlS increased at erery 

!;tep. ()lIr scoUtill~:l reconnoitring, and foraging partiai
encountered perils uncalculated and UJI:":f'en hefore. Onr 
enelllY heing at home, was well used to the places; and 
thth po:-;:-,('s:-;ed of l'\ ery local adnmtage that favom's an 
arm.,. To procHre prmision~ and forage, ,,-jthout sending 

out hrgc parties or bodi~..:; of ~oldiers, beCaH}C impossible, 
~md, til{'rcfore, the Indians thcrnseh('~, nho were attached 
tn march with find reinforce as, begsn to desert. Plunder 
LHul Ih,(-.booting ,,~"' great1y th~ir object, and to be de
harred from thllt, /'1" they found them~lves, the), turned 

aWHY !'!,(.m privations and reg'ular warfare, l\hich they were 
cii~lIc('cl to fl1!{inhlin. Of this we hnd e\"idence, for as a 

party of our trof)r~ posted near a wood were severely galled 
UII ti,.' r;~~ht of ottr line hJ till> fir~ of the enemy, the In
,1iall" "ho <ll'l"ompal1;t d us, sf>t:'med to hold a cOIl!-'ultation 
<' il,C;Jl:.!, thl'III"t'!\('~, p'('('ipitatel), l'l·treated, and abundollctl 
1 .. (, ;'!lII~ alt(l~l'lhel·. In this circulIlstance of our military 
dU'(In:1', ti:e l'amllliilR'S <llId CokJtli~~ rnRMctll&J Wi, 
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. afforded no effectual WlsistaRCQ; they evidently betrayed 
their wi"hcs of wi th.draw ing from our force", not being 
previously :made up in mind for the severity and hardships 
of war, in tbe inveterate and wasting progrf'so; of its COll

tin'Uan(~~, It'hich, instead of favouring them with com;ort
alble ~ospects of returning tranquillity, a"~lInH_'d clay hy 
day, a more ferocious and unpromising aspect. Sue-it then 
being the gloomy face of affairs in the gl'eat cause at i,;·;uc, 
tmd the Colonial armies becoming' daily stronger and Illor~ 
formidable opponents to us, it was not surprising; that the 
tribes ()f Indians~ and the corps of loyal Colonists along 
"With us mould feel disl~artQned, and relax their efforts in 
-his M~esty's service. • 

The dispirited temper, and del'iertion of the Provincial., 
at this juncture, wh~n their cordial co-operation was so 
much waftted, left us at a loss. In marching through 
America, ~hich looked before us like a land unexplored, 
weneedeo. 'Such auxiliaries, not only as iOldiers, but ticouts 
and guides. Slfch levit!s, however, constitute always, per
haps a tll-ecarious assi"tant fOl·CU. They are not regular 
troeps, and of 'course th.eir untrained condition willlUak~ 
fhem feel more in defeat and pri,-ation than veterans.
T~i~y will shrink from blows and scanty subsistence at all 
~vents:" 'l'hio tremendous argument must Pl"c\'uil to 

* It has been publicly asserted, that the French Conscripts 
were often since the Revolution m~rched From th4i departments to 

the theatres of wal' in,Iwly, on the Rhine, and elsewhl're; that 
in the progress of marching they were drilled and disciplinQd, 

and that thus prepared on d'" spur of tl'rrible times, thl'y ha\'c 
peen opposed, in those great engagements which decidt,ct the 
fates of Continental Europe so mu.cb, to hardy Russinns and 

Austrian veterans, soldiers trained (or many p'ars, and after_ 

ward tried and accustoml'rl to fighting as their trade. All this 
may be well.founded in a considerable degree. No doubt, 

,nod~rn France, in hn military career, Cxllibits prodjgi~s 8f 

~B2 
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ov('r:10wcr the m3.C;~ or mankind, until, they are bred and 
tl~c,d to ?rmi-l. The mere spirit of lpyalt] alone may iN
Sr!"!' n 'I~b.ll to do wonders at a moment, when he ri~eR ia 
the: f"lr;{',s of it, hut when he fniHts with hunger, and 
bL,~ds ;1\ the misfortune of a Latll~, he will not, for in fact 
he cannOT H!lY)ur: it. 'l'hu!'! it is that all new levies become 

. .,. hi' f fi • t' r. fi f ll",~t"'; _1::, untu tile a.11t 0 gn mg conu:'rs rmneSl! 0 

nen;:' a;.~l pn' "cs';ion of mind; and ahove all things pre
"("ih'~' of n~ ind mllst be possessed by soldiers, yes, hyall 
the ~!:(,\"l:·:'''; which compose the multitude of an army. 
Un,;] C~i, coo1a('"", is acquired battalions will break in 
pa;lic, a1thou~h yer.y brave,' and the very fluctuations of 
high-mindedness, before soldiers tire made by tJ;l circ~m .. 

. 
d 

generalship amI stupendous SUCC0SS to the nations CI,the ,eartlt.' 

The manner, however, in which she took pcclllia."care in offi. 

~ering her armie~, has afforded her abundant vic ries and 

laurels. Her l""'ies wc're cautionsly and ably u H, land her 

becoming a:tngether a military kingdom, ren rs h .. a non_ 

descript n:Hion at the moment. Her cons~, :"a~4f;oon as 

they arriH'd on the hostile ground, witnessdd unpr~cedented 

battles, and soon engaged in desperate encounters, ,;hi,ch gafe 

a new martial character to the present age. All qlis torrent o( 

triumph, and breaking down of andent principalities, inspired 

Prpn,h lfc'gions ,,;ith a ~Fart8.n spirit in the fiE:ld. The raw 

material of war was ripenr'd allti matured in two months, more 

perhaps, tha~1 other soldiers could be for seleral years.

Ti:erc \\8.S a tid::- in all f:;s wh\'h the ingenuity and great 

tal(,I;~~ of inl1:yiJIIJ.ls 1ilt('(~ into cdebrated notice by,the-moving 

of tk· rcvolut;c::ary wa,e tock in its flood, and unrortunately 

the flood.gate5 aud barriers to re~ist such a vjci~situde were 

. often broken on p;'lrpos,' by -{hose who ~\ere employed to defend 

. ancl kcC'p them ~trong :md SQcure. Howe.er, the manner in 

wllich Dritish abi;iiy lately P;"'~J::rcd and officered Portugut'ge 

and Spanish r('c~uit ", aifords anoth(>r proof, tilat soldit'r; en 
be 500n made fit for battl€!s. 
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ttt8.nte of fighting will carry one forward unguardedly, to 
~estroy himself, and the ca'..lse he rose to fight for. 

Evidence was given of all this in the Colonial forces of 
North America; abundant proof of it has been recently 
offered by the Portug"w:·,e and Spanish, who plucked up a 
eourage astonishing' to E'lrop~, and such an unsteadi· 
Des!'! would in BOlLe measure bke place .at home among 
ourselves, should WE' <,ver hav() to encounter an im'asion 
on our shores, u'lJess it be prevented hy exceilent general. 
fihip, in disposing' md U:iil;:~' our yeomanry army, than 
which Spain it-elf', jf it equ;.'lls, cannot exhibit a more 
~pirited and strClngf'i' ho{~.'! of forc(,s. Lord \'Velling10n 
and Marshal B"'~'e,f"nl ha,-e shew0ct the:n~,:,he:; almost 
inim:ta!!!e o:Ticers, bJ the manner in which they made up 
in one campaiG'u, the new lC\'ie, of Portugal, and the 
Peninsula. The former g-reat officer did not take thQ 
Spani:uds much into his fig'hting lines, but kept them to 
~tren;rthen his wingi' in the arduous conflict of Talm;era. 
In flank they witnessed. the fig'htillg' of the British, and, had 
the b:tttle been renewed next day, the Spanish troops would 
have been well prepared to imitate British firmness. At 
Busaco he used the Portuguese <"s fig~~ting auxiliaries a good 
deal, hut did not take them down in the plains to face the 
fury of the Frcfl~h cavalry and artillery. Thus it is, that at 
present \\ c perceive the people of POI·tug-al and the Pe
ninsula, are· able to stand ag'ain';t Frenc:l legiolls, ,~ithout 
fluctuating in the smaIL';.,t ll'om the ~:aLion they obtain. 
Of this they g'ave the bra.e8t .testimony in t;l(" battle of 
Albuera, in which General Beresford couid. rdy, fl:om 
experience of their steady spirit, that tlleJ were not infe
rior'to the oldest veterans of Francf", who fought, it ma,v 
be 'said, in every sort of climate, on the sultl)' sallds of 
Egypt, and the chill and marshy plains of Pobnd, in 
which they beat the Mu~covite and Russ on the confiuCi 
bf hjs own cold kingdoms. I " 



1!JS 

It is .ot iminl1at~d that the Indian aJl(i Provincial Wel'e 

improperly mamlg~d by Bdish officer~ in North America, 
bnt the case of tegiment~ l'ompo;,etl of recruits, wa~ C01\5i· 
dered from 3 patriotic motive, for wlw'h the loyal reader 
'ft'ill not ask any apolo~~- fOf the introducing of it h('r~, 

It it; flotoriOU~, that the Indian tribes con~d not, from 
their habi~ of inv~terate wildne!';s, be trained ahd di~cip •. 
lined like Europ~ans. Their entire natural bias l nlld 

arde-nt ~pirit of ferocity ~nd freedom, in a latitude of 
thought nnd actual op-eration, of w hicb an Europeall 
nn5{,ftfCely form 3n idea) precluded every attempt and 
~xpectlltion of trllining them like our ~oldierf;. And 
thou~'h no "I11ch Ob!!tllcle5 hiadered our forming a Colonial 
ft)fC~ to B55i!'lt u~, the W Going acquired perhaps insuperabl~ 
difficulti~5 in A meori('B., 'Vhen the Colonists perceived the 
turn or things "hich ltarfare lfao; taking', "hen t~ley begaJl 
to COIl!'llllt th~ir dormant feelingi;, and e;;timated the cause-, 
thp Jl'ioti\'~ Ilnd partiRI !\UcceS5f'~ of their countrymen
'acc .. ~~c~ which daily and graduall,v g;ainctl, if not more 
advantag., at least more promi!le, Q~ the war ad,·ance«-. 
it WIl!! not ~urpri~in~ then that tilC'y became partly deserters 
trom u", or, if thf"y failed to de~ert our side, that theil' 

loyalty to Brits.in decr~aged, 1'f"hen their hop~s were forlorn 
about th~ ultimAte i~u€ of the British interest in the 
Sht~, 

.1\ II this deprf"!I!!'ion snd l~g of auxilill.r.'!' !lpirit and force 
"1fa~ P'f"culiarly felt hy C~neral Burgoyne, who suffered 
from the- ~8.t drwff-hack of 8.id and adn:.ntage it maGe, 
J 11 the battle which occft~ionf'd the abo\"c-mentioned e;;;ti
l'I'Iate of newly fai~d !'loldi~~, the riflemen of the enemy 
"t', ('r,. "f'duioll!'! hi mnl'king the oft-lcer:;; ~llld men of th~ 
Colonial loyali~t~. who fought 310ng with lts. They took 
<l0Wll .. urh offil'(,~ in ft grCtltt-t proportion than beton>; 
and this mj~fi)rtun~, attaching to the Colonial peopl~ 
among Ue:, accelerated their estrangement fmm our l'ause 
and rtrrny, .0\. prironer informed U~, that additional cou~ .. 
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"(age w~ gained in dut fight, from an ida."ibat Oeaeral 
BUl'go.yne had been shot, which was owing to the falling 
9f Captain Gre~il, Aid-de-ca~p to General Philips, from 
his horse, by a wound. '1'he Aid-de"camp rode with fina 
furniture, and was mistaken for- tRe Chief Commander in 
the confusion o.f battle. 'l:'be riflf'!mell ft~ trees eWected 
tlu~ -'death o.f numb~rs, and the ROJ~l AI'"ly bad non.e to 
oppose as sharp--shooters but wme or Hle German Cha~ 
aeurs, who were v~ry few in cOlnparisoa of dle enemi,' 
litle-corps. -

Matters were dF~wing at thi~ tilua to ~ crisis-Our 
picquets and adv~nccd parties were almost continually 
6.ring and skirmishing, so mud, .0 that th0 officers and 
men refre~hed and slept while exposed to the enemii 
fire. All rested in the~r clQatlls, and the Field~officers 

were alway~ patroling. We could distinctly hear tlw 
Americans felling and cutting trees; and t.~y had a piec~ 
of ordnance which they ulied to fire as a moming gUH, 
$0 near us, that the wadding from it sometimes stmck. 
against our worb. Gener~ Burgoyne was now most 
llnfavouraMy posted, and a retreat, if pOisible, wa3 highly 
.~xpedient. In thii idea. hQ sent out a detachment of 
1500 men, with two twelve-pounders about noon, to per
eeive, if it were practicable, to force a passage, by dislodg
ing the enemy, and covering thli forage of the army, which 
became scarce. OIl this important affair he was accompa
»led by Genel'als~ilips, R.idesel, and Frazer. Soon after 
the aforesaid detachment marched, the fire from both sidei 
became general, and numberli of our iiioidicrs fell by the 
,rape-shot and musqulitry of tha Qnemy. At the close of 
evening the troops in action returned with precipitation 
into camp, pursued and galled. General Burgoyne rode 
up with evident anxiety to the Quarter Guards, directing 
Lord Bellcarras, the officer commanding, to defend hi$ 
post to the last extremity. The Amaricans rushed forward, 
&leaded by General Arnold, -with an illtrepidit! whic1t 
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shewed their/' determined intent to storm the ~nrnp4 But 
their General being wounded, they desisted from their 
object, when dark night appeared, putting her interposinr 
mantle upon the bleeding armies. 

While the British lines were so boMIJ attacked, 
Colonel Breyman, who commanded the German~ was 
killed, as he bravely defended his post, and the enemy 
,gained an opening on our rig-ht and rear. It therefore 
was evident in such a posture of things, that our position 
was flO longer safe or e,-en tenahle, and of consequence 
orders were given for quitting- the ground W~ occupied, 
and posting ourselves during- the night Oil the heights. 
This movement made it e~:pediellt fOl· the enemy to take a 
new disposition, which renderea a good retreat impractica
ble. On the 8th of Oct'Juel', having removed our baggage, 
and made due preparations, General Burgoyne offered 
battle, hoping- to draw out the Americans on the plain, 
wllere veteran and well appointed forces must always 
prevail over soldiers, such as the Colonial regiments were'Y' 
composed of. To such men wood-fig-hting and skirnu.- ' 
ing among intersected and intricate grounds, is pecu
liarly favourable, as there experienced Genera~s and old 
soldiers are left at a loss, and obliged to encounter un
foreseen obstacles and accidents which demand new 
movements, and momentary measures, in the execution 
whereof every ofilcer ought to be an excellent General, 
and every company ably disposed for whatever the passing 
,Jllinute of time might bring about. It is therefore plain, 
that the best army, so circumstanced, cannot co-operate 
01- concentrate itself with effect or advantage. Of this, 
llOwever, the American Commanders (particularly General 
Wa~hin~toB) appeured to be aware, and to his wisel,. 
avoiding general engagements, the fina~ success of the 
Colonists was greatly indebted. To such }<'abian econo
my Spain a~ Frcscnt owes the preyailing efiiciency of 
her', ~ l!t'rUlas or desultory wilitia, which fritter awa, 

• 
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the battalions of Bonaparte, by whom lIe "fanquished 
the hundreds of thousands opposed to Lim at Marengo, 
Austerlitz, Jena, Friedland, and Wagram, on the 
Dariube, w here the vast exertions of Austria at length 
lubiided, as if pa1si~d, by hIS attacks. 
, A.lthough General Burgoyne invited ari engagement, and 

WE" expected from the enemy's inovements that he would 
engage, lio such favourable opportunity was afforded. us. ;. 
lie however, drew up several brigades, and cannonaded 
us. An howitzer or ourfs firing short or his lines, the 
enemy shouted, but another shot, !Sending a shell in 
~ntre of a large column, and doing cotisidel;able damage, 
numbers fled into the woods, and he appeared disposed 
to attack, as it was thought he intended at firat. , 

Our forces being refreshed and provided with batteau~ 
for the river, began the retreat under the disadvantage 
of bad weather, and worse roads, utitil at nigllt we ar
~yed at S~aratoga, so fatigued that the I'oldim<s, although 
wet with the raill, were indisposed to cut wood for fires; 
and rather de'sirous to lie down to' rest in their drenched 
dOliHIS. A littre party of us housed iIi a hen house of 
General Schuyler, which by some .means caught fire, 
and would have beQn consumed were it not that some 
officers who lodged at the General's, perceived the fire, 
and alarmed us of it. Driven from this temporary shelter; 
the party joined tlleir companions, who were unhoused and 
exposed to the wet and nlgltt air. The bad weather 
Qbligec:l us to abandoti our sick and wJmndcd in the 'hospi .. 
tal tents" but Ii.ept back the enemy from galling us in our 
retreating, as the wetness of the day wotJ.ld stop firing, 
and confine fig·hting to tbe bayonet. This the Colonial 
army declined, t1lOugh they Were less exhausted than the 
Britisb. British soldiers, j't would appear, arc unequal
ed at the charge-bayonet. Their bodily strength and 
conitant ardour of mind conspire to give them a decided 
5upeciorit,v 1D thii way. This advantage was firit foun" 

C c 



LAMn's MEMOIit. 

out in the :~ m~rical1 war, and since then has effected much 
i'n different parts of the world again:'t the French forces. 
Perhaps the inhahitants of Ireland are particularly fit for 
this sort of fighting. The Iri~~lInan, and proba.bly Wi 

~hould say the Scotchman, has a spur of spirit, an ex.cel. 
leney of lun~.;, and a con~titutional acti d ry which renden 
him peculiarly ac(')mplish~d to heat down his opponent at 
c,harg'ing \\'it~l the bayonet. Charg'e-bayonet is more effee· 
tual t1:all quick firing, and a display of courage at the same 
time. In these inmluahle reqtli:;itf's for military Sllcce..;s, 
the Frellchman at present is second to no Ill' in the world. 
But lle is not con;;titntiollal1y fitted to prevail with the 
bayonet alone. Some of our Generals lmve taken occasion 
to come at {Jllce to the ci13rge in thi.., way, \\ hile t.he French 
('ontinued to fire, and thpy proved the value of it. Ifever 
we should have to fi:;ht with invaders, the meeting them 
on the beach with the hayonet might he well for two rea .. 
~qns, viz. That the Militia, although well disciplined, are 
n0t 'yet sufficiently fOllght in actual warfare, and that our 
Yeomanry cannot acquire cnoug'h of discipliu(', detached al 

th(''y arc ill corps-whilt' hoth the Militia and Ye6manrl 
~rllli(·..; pO:';S{'SS "half~vl'r of mind andinauhood the bayopet 

d
. . f, 

clemall s ag-alll-,;t our I'ilemlL'B. 
Gelleral Gates now manifested his intention of taking 

ruh antage from the unfavourable circumstances of our 
army, by cutillg off the means of o~r procuring provisions, 
and gallillg ollr ad\anccd posts by the American marks
mell, who did us great damage. General Burgoyne'. 
dilemma was at tItis time calamitous, and even desperate. 
Forsaken by the Illdian and Provincial auxiliaries, and 
reduced iu torce hy continued disasters and losses, to about 
3500 effective mL'H, Of "hom but ~OOO were British, he 
was disabled from retreating, and could entertain not even 
II forlorn hope d SIlC"'~ .:'uI:y figl)~;' i!!.' an enemy fO~lffold' 
in !ll:~1,her, and PO~,,(·.so'ii1"· c, erj" adyantcwe over him.' 

~ ~ 

Y ct iu 1,;1:8 distr~ssillg ";l~uation Britioll ~ourage suffered 
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• 0 des·pondency~ Some expectation ot: reinforcements and 
relief from New' York was cherished;' and it was generally 
wished by our troops, that' the Americans' would make 
their 10nO' menaced attack. In this suspense the army e . , 
!tood tl,.e entire day, on the 13th of October, when no 
prospect of aid arriving, or further hopes remaining to 
withstand the opposing army which almost surrounded us, 
an account of the provisions was taken, and it was found 
that we had no subsistence beyond short allowance fox: 
three days. On this emergency a council of war was held 
at which all the Staff and Officers commanding corps 
assisted, and it was unanimously resolved to treat for a 
eapitulation. • 

Overtures were accordingly made to' General Gates, 
but that Commander appeared determined to avail him
lelf of the difficulties that overwhelmed us, and rt;jected 
the conditions proposed for his acceptance. His rt;jection 
of the overtures aroused the ardour of the British army, 
which to a man was ready to meet death before disgrace. 
Accordingly, such being the unanimous decision of all~ 
'General Gates was advised, that, s;hould he persist in 
refusing the proffered terms, the Royal forces would mak, 
a tinal trial, and rush upon his troops without giving 
quarter,. or preserving the usages of civilized warfare. 
This spirited determination had the desIred effect, as the 
enemy was well aware that the British would keep their 
word, and although, most probably, they would have failed 
of success, they would, at all eventf', bave done great 
havoc, if driven to desperation in conflict with men, 
who man for man were beneath them in the spirit and 
discipline of soldiers. General Gates, after deliberating, 
retracted his harsh demands, and gave the asked for 
honourable terms. The terms, no doubt, involved disap
pointment to a .bold and high-minded soldiery such ali ours, 

• ieeAmerican War, pag~ 170. 
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but sti11, e\"('n in adversity it was consoling, that the dig
nity of the British charactel" was pres('rved, and extorted 
from a succ~fiful foe, vnstly out-numbering w::, and 

strr.ining c,'ery Ilerve to tarnish llritish honour, and de
grade t::<:> Bribll Lml~ire. E\'en ,,,hen yictory crowned 
the C)~2m.v's eWorts, he,;as oblig'ed to acknowledge himself 
infer~or in \-alonr and military capacity to his ad,'ersary~ 
whom th(> tide of /li,p'0sperous affairs (increased with an 

ulliiJTcseen torrent of e"NetS) harl oycrtaken and carried 
off from ~,> l:sual fy0~1;j(1 of conquest and glory. 

On tho; d:,tr(;"li.t 02G',;;011 the equanimity of General 

nurgoJT!e e~~inccd the strength and resources of his mind'. 
He did all that could be done fur the honour of his kin, 
nI!d COHntr,':, FO as to conciliate the affections of his brave 
comF;l;in:>; in <:1'.,:,.., Y.r.(;~C intf're;;t as men and soldierw 
he consulted lni1llJ more tInn r)er~nnal convenience, or 
his own situation, sen'j'c and unpl('asant as it was in th~ 

extreme. In this ca"C', and indeed 6c progress of Amb
rican 110still [i ~·s it Cy i .Jentl}'" appeared, that the balance of 
,"'at" is lldjll-,ted by a high hand abo\'e the compass of the 
lmman mind to cons:d~'f it, that there i~ a power which 
dc-nies the hattIe to the strong, and ddl'ats the most pro
bable prosrcct~ of, SUCCess in the nffair3 of mortals! 

Perhaps thc" An:erican struggic peculiady confirms tbi. 
awful idea, If)lieil tendi~ to l1ing humiliation on the stu
pendoll,~ d('~igns of nations, ,did tIle al)lest counsels of 
hdiyidua1.;; ali.'~ b teach a dir;"t"r lesson, viz. That 
{rom an oyer-n!:ing Prm-idence eYeryability and eVer! 
victory is derived in this snhlunar :-tatf'! The rendcr may 
€>3tim:>ie (\th('rwi~e, and blame the Administratioq and 

£,;xpN1itions ~i;:ch Great Britain employed to controul 

and fubdllf' the risi!lg independence of !\-orth American 
('oloniFt5. Gener::u Durgo:me r:;:1...,- have argued in the 

.arne way, rr<-,;'ious to his own appointment, and when he 
proc('e(!i:d from the British ~hores, full of confidence or 
hringir; the gl't'at bu~ne8t he €!nga~ed in to that iSiU~ 



• 
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wbich tbe rulers and legislafors of Great Britain confi-
dently looked forward to as the necessary efiect of the 
war which they maintained witli a subject people, wh~ 
had not even the name of a nation. He raised and dis
appoin~d the expectations of his eountrymen at home, 
in consequence' of his known talents 'and highly probable 
arguments~ His arguments and his army failed, and 
favoured the religious motives of reliance on that superior 
sceptre by which' alone kings rule, arid th~ mighty 'men of 
the eartb keep their thrones. .. 

As General Burgoyne's conduct has been diiferentlJ 
eonsidered by parties and people at home (applauded bJ 
'those and condemned by these) the Writer of this Memoir 
cannot be blamed in telling what he knows, and giving hi. 
honest aid to illustrate what nobody has been able to to 

decide ... ' At least, it lYould appear, that the General'. 
judges remained, many or them, undecided, while somlJ 
eherished unfair pr~judices against him. It lIaS been weil 
laid, tlmt time at length gives right judgment, and ex
poses the bad awards made by faction and partial affec~ 
tions. ' Time may at present do, or alroady have done so 
in favour of General Burgoyne. . 

British officers and soldiers, althougJl :vith the loss of 
. ~ the ~arly hQpes of tho campaign, boro the reverse 
~f fortune, ''or it ~ny be more proper to say, the arlli 
of Providence \,hicb arrested our troolls at the surren
der of Saratoga, with a ~reat equanimity creditable to 
them. But it ought to be particularly observcd, that 
tlie enemy did notpreservc that command 'of Inind whicH 
usually <lignifies ~ veteran army lvhen 'victorious in tho 
field. The Colo~ial threes, from tItc commander to the 
lowes! in the' ranks betrayed an improper exultation, 
which loudly proclaimed that thcy had succeedcd be
yo~d whatever they could expect whcn they began the 
co~flict.· 'fhey evidently perceived that vast, untoward 
8vents had overwhelmed tllE~iIr brave a.d.v91';Sari~ and, 
l' . 
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while they claimed the credit of overpowering them, they. 
were well aware that they deserved none of the laprel~ 
which are earned and" worn hy victors after hard fought 
battles. Delays, disappointments in various ways, and 
tmfortunate failures of co-operation had brought General 
Burgoyne's army into a desperate labyrinth, out of whick 
no generalship could extricate him, thrown as he was 
CHI a wilderness, barren, and almost impassible. Thug 
entangled and unprovided with means of subsistence, tha 
British were of necessity obliged to submit on honoura· 
1>le tenns. The Americans percei ved tbis issue of things 
in all its bearings, and their providential and even incal
rulable success intoxicated them with a paroxism of joy 
at the moment. 

A Tl1anksgi"ing Sermon 1l'as preached on the greatocca
,-ion before the American army, and the text and sermon o( 
the Chaplain fully set forth, that they had but little to attri· " 
1>ute to their own gallantry and fighting. lIe preached 
from Joel ii. 20, " But I will remove far off from you the 
Northern al'my, and will drive him into a land barren 
and desolate, with his face toward the East-sea, and his 
l1inder part toward the utmost sea; and his 6tink" shall 
come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because 
he hath done great things." 

Whatever provocation th~ Colonists did receive, it il 
f!ertain they Eihewed themsel,-es desirous to push their 
!uccesses farther than prudence or eVen honourable hos
tility could justify them in doing. 

Having succeeded, and rejoicing as they were o~ 

the approaching era of their independence, as a ne" 
nation in the Earth, they Qught to ha,,-e checked the 
spirit of inhuman resentment which they too much che .. 
ri:.;hed during the war, to extinguish not only cqllectively, 
llllt inrlividual1y, on all occasions their enemies· who 
aimed merely to reduce them to their former rank C?r 
wlonial attaehment and friendship. They ~ppeared to 
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J'ejoice at the privations and sufferings of our troops whe!t· .. 
prisdnets.· We were marched during the' rigours of 
"'inter, . in a coM climate, two hundred miles from Sara .. 
toga to B()ston, an~ obliged' to endure harsh and cruel' 
usage which was' ·not uhknown to the 'American officeri' 
eommanding, of aU gradations. Yet s~rely wbenmany 
trt' those were British; . or had formerly lived in the in
terchange' of amity and kindoffice!-l with British soldiers 
and British subjects, it cann6t but detract from theit 
milita-ri' and moral ~harader, to find them terrible and' 
impla~able at such a time. Misfortune in general, and. 
chiefly military mi'sfortune is mostly used t? obtain ge
nerous treatment, and in such a case, ill::treatmenr 
conduces to no' advantage, whilst it evidences the vile 
motives of indi"iduals, stooping from the rank 'of man-' 

hood to heap inhumanity upon the vanquished, "who give 
lip, or put by the sword, and so, are at the mercy 
of a people with whom they bravely contended before. 

The man of liberal and enlig4teneduDderstandin~ 
at that period would, for many reasons, . endeavour to 
repress the' cruel operation of su'cha vulgar animosity 
ind: waning spirit, when warfare was soon to' cease..' 
Washington perhaps stood nobly alone in this great and l 

good character, when there was a prospect of sheathing th.' 
sword, and the sun of American independence was rising 
upon the States. Washington exerted himself to let peace 
quench the vexations and violence which prevailed. so 
long and so unhappily. But it was 110t so with many, 
or it mig·ht be said, any other of his fellow-soldiers. 
They forgot w~~tever the Colonies owed. Qfconsequen~ 
and commerce to tIle empire of Great Britain, under 
which they grew up ,from poor insignificance to inde
pendent power among the States of the earth. The, 
almost seemed to lose the common feelings of our nature 
at that most interesting epoch, while policy itself, if they 
were capabl~ to reflec~ W'Qw(l teach better thought». 

OIl 

t. 



The independent Amf'rican was like a froward child at 
Tariance lvith bis parent-no doubt, in woefully differing 
as they did, each erred and acted amiss, but when the 
thild gained the ends and o~je'Cts- he had in view, a calm 
tonsideration at least was due to the parent adversary, 
with whom in future he had to keep the usual relation. 
of peace and amity-and a lapse of years has given the 
Americans to perceive that the ruin of the British empire 
would inevitably involve the Stutes in commercial bank
ruptcy, amI general embarnlssmcnt. Since North America 
establi:ihed her:-;clf on a basis of independence, she haa 
leaned a good deal upon the wide extended dominion of 
Britain. V nder the British flag her people have been 
embarked often in the same bottom", in partnerships of 
trade with th~ Britit;h. Even.the vast rupture which the 
war made bas not been able after all to detach American. 
and Briton3 from preserving some of those kindred rela~ 
tions which cannot but subsist between people bred with 
the sarno habits and usages of life, and speaking th~ 

lame language. In spite of the vexations of hostility itself, 
the American must be a good deal at home "hen'he visits. 
the British i~lc,.., and therefore it lUS melancholy to wit· 
ness the vengeful economy which obtained to embitter the 
dreary and difficult condition of our prisoners. As a 
reflection in result arising from this argument, the 
Poet's Apostrophe to Great llritain is entirely in point:-

" Countries indehted to thy power that shine 
'Vith light derived from thee, would 5mother thine; 

Thy 'Very children watch for thy diigrace-
A la.wleK brood, and curse ta(le tg th." f,c,. ~" 
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CHAP. X. 

s.~,;,~ A.~~o~ni of General Burgoyne.'s Life, an'd Allceslo,t , 
.A~t~or is marclled a prisoner from Saratoga on tlie rquie. 

, to Bo'ston. Description of tile TOZIM of II adtey. Re
I :rlzarkable Ad'1:~nlures of Generals lV/wle!! ([nd rxoffe; 

wllo sat 'on the, ~[ililm:y Court ~'Ilich tried King Cltarl~s 1.; 
· ./ltd toJYew England, and continued set'eral years corr-, 

cealed at H iJdle!!. II ardsllips and harsh treatment en-) 
!j dllred by the British prisoners at Prospect-Idll. Ex/rad 
, , . ., .' j' 

• from Colonel Sir Arcldbald Campbell's Letter to General 
" Sir lV.Oo ... :e. Account of Gen~mls Lee and Puin.am,' 

and remains ojBritislt Officers at 'Bunl.:e1"s-hill. Aut/lOr 
made to ,'un' the Gauntlet between'lines of Amer~clm, 
frIililill ,near Rutland. E.reculion"olan AmeriCan Lad,Y 

. :,) • • . • - - • I. ': I . 

and, .So.ld.i~r, together with a Br.itislt Seljecm( 'cmd P~i-
'rate, f~r tIle Murder of tile Lady's llusband.' " 

• " I , 

HAVING closed the last chapter with remarks on the 
military capacity and the misfortunes attending the cam
paign of General Burgoyne, which gave a decisive supe
l'iOrity to the cause of the edlonists, and prepared a highway 
for opening thEf!,ates of American independence, it will not 
be' unentertain ing to the reader to peruse some particular 
account of that Commander, whose ability and generalship 
were evinced even'in the most adverse seeneR. As it 
flsttally happens in an unfavourable issue of affairs, the 
plans and operations of his ~l)attles were found timlt ,with, 
~nd thus it is, that those who can argue only ffom results 
are peculiarly anxious to expose the faultymovel11e~ts and 
failures of the roost excellent Generals of the world. It 
bas been contended for, General·Burgoyne, with a great 
deal of ju.;tice, that he useel the -mlliwy means in hi.s 

l>d 
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hand!;, as ahly and skilfully as possibly could be done; 
if we give him merely the credit he deserved, in opposinr 
the vast and unforseen difficulties he had to encounter. 
It would seem indeed that t~great argument of blame 
to him, without due allowance ~n other accounts, origi
nat('~ ii'om hisprevio.u", mi~co.1cu!ation of the Colonial 
ton,met, It ought to he cOllsicl l.:red in thiS matter, ' that 
a.' like in estit:natc wa" made by niini,ter'l themselves, wlio 
l{ad "-no adequate conception of t!lC m,pmcr iIi ~ w.h~ch tte 
Am('rican strugg:le sllOulu he ui)(lcr~akcn andco'~lduct~d 
by them. If t11<'Y erred IIntortllniltvly in not a:-;ccrtainiiIg 
the evll and e1)('rgy of Colonial re.~istance, .• iI,id ,in ~ot 
~eeting 'it with p~\,'erf\\l promptifud,{', at their doors ,tie 
the gl~eat hlal,ne of fllt'ure at la,.t~ Certain it is, that no 
oflic~~r"how,'v('r gTl'J( nod 'r:ccompli~!1CJ, can have dhe 
. ' 1.' ,t" 1 . ,.lh\ . h~ ".·'.4 ,\ I. 

('h!( Ii unlh~ .;;ncc,ess crown" IS exertIOns. 
"''(;el~era:r Burg-ofn~ h;td previ~usJy oh{~ined' ,ycll-earhed 
laui'c!:';, in-,tIle army- ,"At the captur« o~ EdIble he meti.t~d 
g;r~t . ul;plause:-and' also in the ~panisIl wa~, of 1762, 
\,licIl the' S11aniards could not dcfarll the Portuguese from 
OUl' allin n('c~ he was' enlincntfJ distinguisltctl as anr~g'adi~r
CC'lIerai on the cQuflnes of POl'tugal an~ SJY<¥n, -the 
pl'e~ent theatre wht;re ~he British name and ~l·iti:;h,J,lation. 
deriH.~ almost unequ~Upd hO!lOUl' ~gaillst the' veteran. 
·lild:cr..: uf }'rance, wpo achicH!J so mudlon the conti .. , 
th.'lll of Curol,e. In a signal affair o~ whic1!t he haa the 
cliru·'.;, .... /t ;a:d comma.i.)d to the north :01' ).3~d,\jox, Field
)t:.r"h.Ji (:C'lint De la Lippe, who commanded the Allies~ 
O::'(;lk" ~}f hi!11 wj~h., a, degree of rapture as follows:
~. Tk.! F:~·k-JJarshtlli.thjn4.s it his duty to acquaint th~ 
Ctr'IlY with the glor;l'l;~ condpct of Brigadier Burgoyne, 
v.lIu, artcl' marching tifCtell lea~ue8 without halting, took 
Yalcntia De Alcantara sword in hand, ,made the G~,DeraJ 
" !: c) W:'J; to ha~'e iuvaded Alelltego prisoner, destroye4 
1.'11' ~panii,hl'" ~:ilnen1: of' Seville,. takhlg three standards., a 
(\~Gl:"]' mauy Officer. of distinction, and ievcral aoldi.r.~ 

, 
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1he Mar.shal mak~s II\) Qoubt tha,t.~he 8rJflJ will rc:joice at 
the ~vent,' and that ev~ry one wi~.l in .,p~o~ortion 'to hi~ 
!Rnk ~mi~ate s~. glq~io~, an ~J\alp.pk!.". ' .' ) 
1 His cPI,lduct in ,America hag b~e~. su.fliciently de:'{T~h~~ 
~J.ready, and wIH~t~ver,ha~ q,een ~I~iected against nim,}~ii 
~ent, i,lctivity,, and prc'''f'llce ~t, H~i:1~ ",.ere a1way.! con
~icuous jn the greateiit trial$. Aft('r his return home 
he ~esjgncd all ilisemolnment'i, anlOlHlting, it was said, 

;0 three th.ousand five l.;Q.ndred pounds a }C'll", uild COH

tinued in retire.me'}~ ul)til h,i~ d0cC',lCe, .wh'ic,htook . phlc~ 
in l792, except when ~e used~?at~end occasionnll)' in 
Parliament, as Member ft)r Preston. On which occasioni 

~e g~ve many specimens of ~loquen~.e a~d talent as ~ 
~ta~sman and elegant scholar. . 
I ,The following article relating to his an~cstors has b~en 

published i.n a perio:dica~ work, ~nd recpJ...:ed as auth~nti,c1 
He ~v~s ~on to Sir ~o~('r ~Ul'goJlle, W]lO':',-' Ll'lily i~ 
said to be ofgrea~ antiquity, ~ Iwing .d::>('('1Hlerl I:'<)!il ,Jo'l!, 
~f Gaunt, Duke of LaH,cast~r, Ur.dr ,~f I~i,~_~ fti;:l ,.mllL 
who in the yeqr tSS1, granted t~ ,th~'13!lrg~),~n..:':~\ I hc' 
,two extensive manorf? of Sutton arat Poitoll" hy the 
,following- extraord.inary d~ed: ' , 

"I John of G r..u nt;., -.. " 

Do give and do grant '.' , 
Unto Roger BurgnJIlP, " 

. And the hf~iril of ),i. , lo~, il~. 

AUSlilttoa and Potton, . ,If, 

Untilth.! WOrld"b roHon.", ::1 ,;', 

, , 

qi 

Veneral ~urgo:fne b2gnn his rare('r - in' tlJe army at 
an early age .. On the 8th October. lio;2, he had- his 
eommission as I COlonel, and' on the 18th March.; 1'/68 . . . . '. , 
f)btaincd the Q~leen's light' dTIig-oon~.. Oh the 2.Jth 

:May, 1772, 'he wa,s m!1de .M~jor,-G{'n{'raJ, and hi S<,pr. 
1777, Ltelltenant-Ge1'leral: when a Su1ahcnl Officp'ri fn' 
~a,.ri~d La~J Charlott,e St~n}ey, a;ibtf.'r ~Q th~ Earl" (If 

:2 D 2 ~. ~ -' ~ I r~lk .,~I 
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Derby. IIer LadJ:ihip died without iSSllt.', while he 

"'as :if'i"dng in America, 
011 the moming of the 17th of OrtobN' we 3urrendcred, 

and in thE' eY£'~ling cros~d the IIudi'on riw'r from Saratoga 
on our march to Boston. J~rol\l the out"'ct of our march· 
ing' we expl'ricnccd much hardship, sleeping in barlls, and 
havmg hut lnd clothing, and scanty pro"isions. The way 
berore and about U:i presentf'd an lln('h('crin~ appearanc<', 
mOllntainous and barren, with little or pleasing sc('ner,r to 
amuse the traveller. In our progresj' we crossed the ridge 
of mountains called Btur 11 itts, which begin in .:x .. ,,, 
JIampshire, and extend !LI'Ol:gh a long tract of country in 
:1': t'W Eng-land. Hadlf'Y was tIll' fir"t place we arh'crl at, 
whi.:h had any local attractions to delight the eye. It i, 
a plca~ant town of J i ampshire COllnty l\fas!'iachusetts, on 
the cast of Connecticut rin'r. 1t then consisted of one 
extensive and spaci,llls street parallel to the river. lIadley 
was celebrated as the place of retreat cho.;;('n by general" 
'Vhaley .m(l Goffe, two of the milibry judg~s or court· 
martial who tried and condemned King Charles I. and 
fled to America, fearing the resentmf'nt of King' Charles 
II. at the restoration in 16GO, which decided the fatt''' 
or fortunes of individuals, who took an active part against 
the unfortunate monarch. The ll'ading partizans of 
tho Protector Cromwell could not fail to he capitally 
obnoxious to the restored So,-ereig-n after the '-£1st afflic
tions which oycrwhelmed 1Ji~ rO_lal father, ('xiled him;;df 
from the inheritance of the British throne 50 I()Jl~, and 
fined the cup of bitterness for his rdath-es and friends 
in general. ~ixteen of those that sat in judgment on 
his father saved their lives by flight. Of who 111 Generals 
''''haley and Goffe, and Colonel Dixwell took refuge in 
!'orth America. They all had commanded in l'romwell\; 
army, and were noted for acti"ity against the rOJal persoll 
and cause. 

,\"ha)f>J and Goffe landed at noston on the ~tll July 
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1660, having effected their departure, ft·~ '~n'gl:tml, but 
n few days before King Charles II. ~vas'testol:ed to the 
throne, irtteligence of which high event'they had received 
as they left the Englisl~ Chmmel. Goffe is reported to 
have kept a journal of every thing reh't'arkable which 
happened to them fo): the iicven succoeding years, from 
their leaving ,'V cstmini~tcr. This journal is said to have 
fa1len into the hands of.Goycrnor Hutchinson, who kept 
it safe until it' was lost or destroyed in tlui tumults and 
outrages of the populace in Boston, on the passing of 
tlle famous stuIQP-act.* It was writtcn in short notes'o1' 
characters which were e~sily decyphered. The Govornor, 
however: had made some exlt"acts from it, wlti,e11 were 
iaved; and detailed in some 11Ublication:J relating to Ama. 
ri('lln transactions. 

Arriving at Boston, they did not endeavour to conce~l 
themselves, but even waited on Mr. Endicot, the then 
Governor, who gave them a conrteo'lq reccption. The.r ~ 
were visited by the principal inhabitant,.;, and countenanced 
by a staum;h loyalist· of that City, 'i.'h. Colonel Crown. 
"I'hpy took theil- r<>'sidence four miles cli::tant from BostoD 
at the:village of, Ca·nbridge. They used to a.ttend at 
public wors-hip, and mantained a decent and devvut de
IIlcanour in general, "which gained the r-opular rcspe-ct in 

,their behaH: Being sometime insulted, tl~e offender W3S! 

called to account for the abuse he offered to tI:em, and 
was bound before a Magiiiitr<lte tv keep tho peace ia futur~. 
It is, right to ohsf'rv<', however, that on their ad \'al no 
news o~the ;estoratidn had reached Americ<!, :!uo, th~i'efoTe 
irolll the powerful government of the Protectorate, it i" not 
'stll'prising' they md a kind reception from the people (){ 
'Boston, altho' it , .. as known to many of the inhabitant.. 
that they sat on the trial of King Cht1rlos I. Soon after 
inteligeriC~ wag'brought by the W':,V of Barhadocs that all 
the King's Judges would be pardonpd, with the cxccptiOJl 

. '" , 

• See' Autllor's J I)nrnal of A m<}~ic.tll Occm'r~~ce8, P~;.e' 11. 
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of seven, amo~g whom \Vh3;Iey and Goffe were il}f~luded. 
On th~ pubUe info~mation Ute Officers of , Qovernm?nt 
at Boston, were, ~arm,ed in affording them. an ~sylU~, 
'~'hi1e com'passiOI~. for the fugitives pervaded thepllb~e 
on their' accou~t. They r~ceive~ some assurance ~t 
the Gcner;U 'Court would continue to 'protect. thCll1, 
but' a"fewadvised them of the expediency of S~t*ing 
n safer r~treat than Boston. On 22nd November, WOOl 
the Governor called a General Court of 4:ssistants t~ 
~,onsider ,the propriety of putting them ulldeF arrE:~st but 
the Court broke up without coming to any de9~jo~ 
of the question. Finding it unsafe to stop' at Bo!!t,o,ll, 
they fjpeedily removed 150 miles d~stant to a piace 
,aIled Newhaven. 

A discovery of their retreat being ~ade in Englan.d. ~, 
the 7th March followin¥, a hue and cry, as Goffe terms 
it in his Journal, was sent forth. And e\·en. anteri()r to 
this, soon after their departin.g from th.e \i ilIage of Cam~ 
bridge, a warrant was issued to ~eize on them, 'but w.itb. 
eut etJ'ect. At Newhaven their recE'ptiqn was at first 
favourable, but when the Kipg's proclamation w~s made 
known in America, they were again obljged to abscond 
with precipitation. On 27th March tl1~y removed to 
New-Milford, where they were k~own by some. They 
were therefore induced to return hy night t~ Newhq~'e~. 
and were conceale~ by a Gentleman there until the 
30th April. 

News arriving thnt ten or tIle King's Judges were 
executed, and the Governor rereiving instructions to 
apprehend 'Vhalcy and Goffe, the couptry was agitated 

. witb alarI}1, and it became unsafe for any person to 
karbour them. They now betook themselves to the 
woods, favoured by a few secret friends, who after they 
lJad tried different places of con~ealment, prepared a 
~V8 (J1 tlte "ide of a hill, in which th~y remaine~ 
h-oln May 15tlt fG June 11th. They ;ave this forlorn 



r~tl'~~t the appellation ~t' Prb,idence-hHl, havirig c~nti- ~ 
niled"undi'sc'c)vered in it, altho' 'the most diligent .earch 
wa~' tn~d.e 1£ detect them abottt'tho country, contiguo~ 
to' it: ~ It' b~ing ~ foutle! that their friend 'iIi Ndvhaven 
~d ~mtttf~d thc~ a hiding-plate;", it w,as leafed .that 
ht!' "'MIld suffer' fO,r so' doing. On \v~ich the uhhappj 
fugiti\'~s 'deterl11i'n~d to resign them.;eJves as a'sact-ince 
to 'Jtli~ I Roynl resentment rather than be the in'earis hf 
inv'oh1ingitlieir hospit'ttble protector in ruin. ~', They even 
ndtlced the D(!puty-Governor or. their "in~Jn~idn, and 
the scene of their conce~lm:ent, but that Gentl~iniln paid 
no'attention to tlieir remonstrance; and they \vere s~cre"d-1r 
~oittiscled tiot to think of surrendering therhsel'fes. I: 

'In their tolitarj residence theY' cnCoulltered vari~u~ 
disasters and, perils. As they onc~ lay' abed at hi'ght, a 
b~a~t which 'looked nke' a ryger adraneed ~1I1'llll"the 

-, , r • ,,' • h' )(lO(JBrJTI;jJ ufll 
dveJg apertnre, gazed on them w~~ ~ n~J{tIng ey£8~ 

Tonred' and. d.eparred wi~hout ,doiIifffiei~, .~" 'f'd.~{P.~~. 
H'aving 'once ventured, too far from t~eir . ilre.ar,J"ar)ode, 
they 'v~rc" actually overtaken by a Mr. I iti'ilbcr1y, the 
SherHf" who held 'tIle 'King's . warrant, and knew a~d, 
e~aeavbured to ~ t~k~ . them mto cugtody/ but toe} d; 
tend~d themselves ~gainst hiih with their walkiJlg' stick!», , 
arid while he Jetllhem to procure assistance, ~hey sue
c'~ed~d in regaining' th:e woods. On anOU'ler '6ecasioll 
they' 'escaped by hiding under a bridge 04n tIie road, 
over ,-,hid' their pursuers paSsed, and 'at Ne\thaven 
I'cyeru' times hid themselves in house~, \vhich l'f~t'e ,at 
the tnbtnent searched by the Ofliters of GoverllDtent. ' 

"Ag soon ~ Iii' tliesearch after thert. bad ceasetl "they 
ventured to '. the· house of one Tomkins, ne'ar i\fnford, 
In which they r~Diaified two years, witbeut" da:I'ing to 
walk even in the ~djoinirig orc11ard. ,1; He~fing fuilt 
Commissioners tr!>in his Majesty l arrived, in Boston, th'~1 
again~/ thought it expedient to return' to their former 
ottnt' at Proyjdim~.hilJ; 'b.:t ~bein, fo~nd ott by 'iollila 
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h~nting Indian~, they bid, a final ;adieu to it.·, Aft~. 
a, v~r:~ty of wandering's in -the woods they at length revi. I 

lI!\ted lIadley, and were there co~cealed by a Mr. Russell, 
between fifteen and sixteen year~, frequently, f r~i,!jng: 
pec'¥1iury I'emittan~es from Engla~d? a~d ~casio~: 
relief from a few' American fricnd~. , Their re:v~~e Qr 

, . 
f9rtune was, great indeed. ,F'or several years they were. 
principal actors under Cromwell. 'Vhal~y d~reatedi J>~'if~ce 
Rupert, Goffe once turned the Members ~ut of.:thp" 
House of Parliament" and was entrusted by the ,P.·o-, 
tector (widl the custody of the, King. ' l'" :': 

, At, Hadley they often complained that they were, 
• J. - ..•.. • 

banished from society" and that their live~, we~e mise-
rabIe' and burdensome. Goffe had marrie~'Vhal~Y'i 
daughter, witb wb.om, he cOlTesponded by the name of 
Goldsmi,th, addressing her as Frances Goldsmitl,1; and, 
the

J 

cOlTespondence was carried on as between a 'moih~ 
and's:on. ,Tho follow.ing ext~act of a letter fmm Gotre, ~ 
({~scribing Whqley's second cbild~100d, in which h~ con" 
t,inued tho laRt fe,tv ,years of his life, -is interest,ing_:- , 
, ". Your old friend Mr. R. (WJlaley} is ,yet living,

bti(c9ntinues; in diat, 'weak condition, of \Vl~ich I have'~ 
f~rmerly' given ypunn ;lecount, and 1 l{a~e uot much 
t? ·.ad~l. ' He is scarce capabl~'~>£" a,H] r~tion~l q.isc~"r.ie; 

" I , '" , .. " 

I~i~, ~n~8r~tandiug, memory, and.· speech dotf 1'(> ,m~cll) 
ihil,him, that, he seems not to tak~ much lloticQ qf any 
thj,~?" that ii; ei~hcr ~one or 6ajd~ b~t Fi:t'i<;lltl.r ,:bc~:s 
~l; ~tlling-~, 8I}d never ·complail1'i uf ~ny t4illg, tl~~u;lJ, 
1 fea~.it is some trouble to him ~hat he bOith had PO 

jdtcr !£(>r a, long ,timo from his cOll:iin :q.ifii,;,,,~ui.,h(' 
~pca1u not on.e word cnnc,erning it, nor any thing yQu. 
'I'. i'otc il) c .~our la'!;~: only after I hag" roa~ J'~~i.ir ,]'etie~~, 
t:,) him, being a.sked nhcthcr.it. was. ~ot. a ,great refr,oilh-, 
IlleHt to him ~~ heal' ilucb a gTBJ,:io(;.; spi'rit bJo~tb..!ng 
ill,yoar Jeth·r..;} bC"said it ',\as ll',u'e or h,is'li" .. 'lc;;~'~~P1f~~,~;. 

.) .. .. " -'l 

a.rid. ;;)12., l ti !.e "curce spou~ of allY :~\il1' h,d~ in aM~ifl·,I~ 
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to the questions that are put to ~im, which are not of 
nuny,kinds, because he is not capable to answer them. 

The common and very frequent question is, to know how 
ht' doth, and his answer, for the most part, is, V('f.y well. 
I praise God, which he utters in a very low and wffi}.k 
,oice. But sometimes he saith, not very well, or very ill; 
and then if it be further said, Do you feel pain any 
where? To that he always answereth, no. 'Yhen he 
wants any thing be cannot speak well for it, because lilt 
ti)rgets the name of it, and sometimes a~ks for one thing 

wIlen he means another, so that llis eye or hi.s fing~r i~ 
hi~ tongue, but his ordinary watlt~ are so well known to 
us, that most of them are supplied without asking' or 
making signs for them. Some help he stalHl,. inn~d of 
in every thing to which any motion is require{~ having 
not bcc>n able for a long time to dl'e~s Or undress him· 
self, nor to feed, nor ease nature either way, ol'dcrl.r. 
withoNt help, and it is a very great mercy to hi;u th<\t 
he hath a friend that ta:kes pleasure in being helpful to 
l,irn. I ble'i~ the Lord, that give3 me ~Ilch a good mea· 

!mre of health and strength, and an opportunity and a 
heart to lise it in '-'n good and necessary a worK; for though 
my help he poor and weak, yet that anci('nt servant of 
C I . Ii 11 1 • • 1 . 1 I .1rJ.st con ( not well SU,)Sbt \nt tout It ~ ana do belit've, 
~ you are pleased to say, very well, that I do Clljoy the 
m01"e health for his sake. I ha,"e sometimes wonJered at 
this -dispensation of the Lord towards him, and h9.VL' some 
('xpectations of more .than ordinar.Y i"slle. The Lord helt. 
us to profit by aU, alld to wait with patience on him, till 
we see what end he will make us. 

Thus far I write for myself. I will now as!~ him what 
he would have· me say to his friends concen,ing him. 
The question being asked, he saitll, I am better tha:l I 

.Wi,!). And being ask~}. what I should say more to his 
cousin R. or any other friends; after a long pause,· ~ 

rgain said" the Lord bath vi:3ited me in Illuch merc\" 
" "Ee -, 
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and hC' hatll an5wer~d his visitat~on upoh me.'" (f gi1e
yon his own w.·nl~.) lk,jng desirous toumw rilore frO'm 
him, I prO}JO'T.I sP\,fr~l questions, a1)d the snm of hi~ 
answer" was, that he eal'llestlly' desires th~ continuallce 
of the fFrH'nt prayers of all frieJid." tor hi#l." 

During their ahode at HadleJ, the most memcrabte
Indian war of ~ew l~ngl(li1d took l'~";"(" It was ndkd 
king Philip's \>;11'. Philip ',\-as a powerfl,l Sachem,; and 
residC'd at l\JolJnt-1blx>, in RllOde-l·!alld; whel'e he WBi 

soon after put to death, by colonel CHurch., -AU the trol'l
tier towns of Nevv' England were attnl'l\('d, and' Hadl~J 
of ('our~,-, was C'xposed to lndiUiI ii~cursi(IIl"" Th~ time-tJle 
sava;,;'('s fixed upon, to- make the a~sadt was while the ill
habitants were·assemhled in thl"meetillg;-hGuse, to observe 
a fast-daj'; but; pl"ovidellti~,':i'y, it hH.J been -some time' it 

cUiitom with the llJen, to attend pllhHc lVor.;;hip, armefl. 
lIad the town been tulicn, the di!-'co\'(~r'y af 'Vhaley and 
Gone, would have been ilHn'ituble. The men took up 
their arm~;, and attempted a defence, but were soon thrown 
into confu~ion, wh2re (as it is told in Boston) a strangt'r 
appeared among them, of 'renerable aspect, and di{f(:,l'tI'nt 
in his apparel, fram the inhabitants; W!lO rallied, and di~
po;;ing them in ~,hl' best military manner, led' them to the
charge, r{)uted the J.ndian5, and savcd the town. In tll~ 

moment of victory their' aeli,'erer ,·anished. The inh+
tunts unable to' acconnt fur tha phenomenon; believed they 
had been commanded by an aHgel, sent from heaven for 
their protection. 

The supposed angel was Soft'e, whO' never befon', VPJP

tured from his concealment. 'Vha-Iey was theH in a 
state of second childhood. Such was their caution to 
prevent a discovery of their retreat, that the inhabitants 
neither knew them, or" ho it was that so ahly"led theft •. f" 
against the savages, until 'the exiles left tl1is trolibl~ 
wocld. 

•• _ _1 



Another anecdote rp~p('ctin~' Gotre, Ir, f'tiH cnrreflt 
ca~nong the old inhahitants of Boston, which pron)~ hint 
to be v.ery expert'at the sword 'exercis<'. It i" thus re
lated in a puplication which 1"".',1'3 pera"ed hy the author. 

" \Vhile they,eontinued in Bo-;ton, there app<'ared a 
bravo there, some say,' a fencing.master, who 011 a stage 
Cf'ected for that purpose, walked several days, challeng-ing 
.md defying any perRon to fig'ht him wfth the s,Yord. 
At length Goffe rli~guiscdin rustic aress,liolding iJ! one 
hand a~ cheese wTRp~~d np in a napkin, ~nd in th~ 0(1.(·]' 

a broomstick, the end 'of which l,-e had hesillearerl ill dirty 
water, ascended the stage. The fencing master swag· 
gercd and bid him heg·one. A renconnkr c:lsne d, 
undGoffe receiv:d 6e sword of his antago:li-.;t iil the 
,eheeac, while he drew the dirty ('ncl of his stick a::!·.:):~s 

the fellows mouth. Another pnss was made, and a~~':ljn 
received ill the cheese ; and the feacer's eyes \H'J'l' tnarhd 
with the staff. it ihird loung'e, was again received as he
fore, and the stick rnbhed Oll'l' the oCler parts of his face. 
The enraged maFter of arms'th(lll threw'a"ide his \\'CapOII, 
and took up a hroad sword, upon which -Cofre t{)ld him t() 

stop, and added that he had hitherto hut play-cu with him, 
without attf.;'mptin:; to do him harm; if howen'r be wonk!" 
oome on with the broad sword, hjsliie should py the ior
feit. The fencer fotruck "ith Goffe's manner aod fearing 
~ event, aFlied llim ",·ho he was, mIdi ng', that he must 

be either 'YhaleJ, GL)lfe, or the DedI, a8 no othel'::; 
could conquer him. 'I'he disguised conqueror l'e~ircJ, 

leaving the boasting d;ampioll tn the derision ot' the 
spectators. Hence it became prLH'C'rbial i}l N elY Ellg-land, 
in speaking of' a champion, to say that no one could 
beat him, .but \Vholey, Goffe ot' the DeviL" 

'Vhalcy died at Hadle)'" ill, the J eOlr 1688. AftcT 
ahout a year from the time 01' hi" decease, all traditioll 
IIIi Goffe is lest. ,The only conjedtlre that can be {orm'cd 

2 E~! 
, 



is that he dia not l()J)g ~urviv.e his ~,,~d,W~ prio. 
\'at~~ly burrictl ll~r ~~~, at H~dl'Y·,~;:.iljl' ',,:i; ~: 

Such wa~ the W,I-e~c~~eK~le, anq dtWt\u~f, e4~~d anel, , 
respectab,l.e ~wn "ho, from ;il.t firstl~nnch~ng ~ tla. 
W.elters of strite ~t homa, ~hap~~ their own COtll'Seali oat .. 
casts to, H}~e.t misfortune in the wilds of N:()fth Ameritf~, 
I U cOll:;idering tlIeir, condition we ar.e oblig"d. to ~Uit\ ¥t" 
cl~>ep anxiety at tbe fickle fashi~\l", and tlu.ct1.la~g ~t~~, 
(If human affairs in ger:)eral. Whalaya.nd Gqffe embark-1' 
ed in tl~ tiqe of CroB,.W~Il's usurpati4)D,' \lut w~n itell~ 
at Jlis dec{'uRe tRey were left desperate~ aad th,at qOlB~, i 

jug onler of thiRgs contint~d i)l Engla~ thCf WOll~~ D,O 

doubt, kCI:!" station and respect among .. their conntrymem. 
The lIIlccrtt'linty nndevil attending innovatians on 30\'le~ 
mellt IlU,'e ,thns heen ofteQ. ev~denced in the- wcwlq, 0" 
fl{'l'haps no where more than in the British ~l~, in 
which LHdividuals of great talent and . consideration have. 
frccl'li:>nt!,r rigked their lives and estates in trying to eWoo"!' 
tnate reforms and clmnges ill the commonwealths a1\d'~! 
king'dollls of i hese countries. History teems with. iflSt.n~· 
to confirm this argument, an argument which still ap-peart\, 
to come home to our political feelings and vital COflcepoS,. 

-Jlolitical agitation has ever and anon inj-u.red th,a i$_ 
where we live, sometimes as, much a~ if the bar.riep~, 01 
the ocean, in which their fonudatiq;lls are laid by t\e 
divine al'chitec~, were broken as~nd~ to overwheha , 
~'ith an influx of the sea. ,Folitical ag'itatron is still af 
l\ ork and demands some excellent I·tiling energy to quell 
it, in ortIer to allow our people --the blessings of civil 
and l'eligiotlB tranquillity. TbiB is t~le '~consu1lU8at:iG." 

devoutly to he wished" a!llong us, bocau$e withollt p,_li~ 
peace in the land there cannot be popular welfare or 
much mOf'al virtue to enable \IS to witb&taDd the t()~nt 

, I' •• ' 

tIof vicissitude which made such vast ,m.ischief in E~ 
~f late. An impel·jul usurpatio~ is now p.roha~l'y ~tab
lbhcd which embraces lIpan iti, broad bafiii a groupe of 
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p~ciPllliti.es fr,pm the M:edit~eR~ tp-t4",.di,stijDt N,Qr~ . 
a.u.d strains '~n its SU.pewlOUii eftOr", io,m.ill ~)le lIritisla 
e~Jlpjf~ _ . ..o~r own p dijferEUloos ~d, its, irca~ WlI)Pts ill 
tlf.,is ~y. It. bali .alrea4y p~ d()wp- ~e mighty CJ-nd. ... 
vated tbe humble GW. tbe tbx~ f)f tb~ olp-, JP.~ of tm. 
Cont.W.ent. ' .Some m ~e~ wl1q .flt ~ , ~~ of tile F:f~Jl~lt 
~v~~tio~ were ~Qt ~uperiQf. iJl r~~, a.J)d ~biijty to 
W.bal~ a.nd GoJf.e, class ~mong the Wiflces ~f the lithooislt 
c9u.federpcy, a -tODfeder.~u;y whioh mile out el the ~shcjf. 

of lhe .Gt\I'm1lo1l El,llpir.e.· W~\ity'~ aJJd G{)jfu's canw 
proved .d~~~trot1s;, wbile the ~~ ,Qf ~'M~ai, a. 
~~"'~ and others 'suc:ceet}ed m :.g;¥IUn.g p.r~noely Vower 
aAA.~ce. ~ the ~lory of tsis worltlp.as~s away, ana. 
PJ;~wjtk Uemhling up~n.ess, enmtgll tt) tell "'
t~t pof.ul~r ha.rmoRy .~ppli~ ,ational l.pppiBeBs,' and, 

- tbijt. priv~e alJlbitiQnQ.su~.f la0~<>J,Jm$ baneful to perSOR/i 

t~ : in~uJg;e it to excess. Tiw new pvi:nces and Dl\k~ 
of Frnnceafford no arglll1l8D.t to,tl~C()ntr~u'Y. Tiley LQIJ'k. 
l~ 'thp g~~~s of the·GDths at ~ dec~ @f the wes~. 
eftl'p'i.re,t\1ei.r appearance is prodigy, aIld they themech~'~ 
ar,e non-:de~cr-ipl !If :w.e ~ider the case of Italy, 
S~~all d, HGlland aml S~, ~nd est;U\<l!te Ht€' fOl'hm{\" 
of ~h.o~e~bo .assisted to originate $tcife llnd"~ ~ 
~ir llative conntl"ies, we ¥'ill per'ceia~ 'he. most of ~ 
'sJm?wre~kfd, 'or swept off ill.' the l'1¢l'Y ·&pds' the.;v hlhf'tlr

ei. toi:qtwduQe upon, tlutiftQwn ~atesl in favour ()~ Gamll 
domination of late, nay more, if we cont('mp!.ate til(' e~~ 
~te\cbedne~ Qf ~veral" ()f OOl'COulltrymcll aJ.. t~i" dav~ 
nm to J»entidn thase· ~ tkenI woo .died ~ abeUing f~. 
~lliDn . aIld invasion, I,lot mnny years .ago in L'e~d, W& 

will see abunda.nt evidepce,ofthat political phrenzy wliicll. 
g~ indivjd~ to in~ne the commonwealth nDd ~Q" 

, . 
t~fl:JSe1ves. Some, edl,lCi:atedQ.lld "'PaOle me~l of IrelaJ1i£.\ 
w lw might bp~~ liv-ed respeetably at "1'QlC by tbe &lffrtion 
,9.ftlu¥r. talepts M t~y ~ught" ~ rtmeri,c.es t~ it, '''~~ 
'~~~fal of . t4e~ a.t~' ~ P~~tl.Qt £quaJldel!~ 'tlI~f . tiaJ" 
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and talents a3 useless exiles in the towns or planlation~ 
of N'Jrth America, and so r~present to t1'w life the nwlall'; 
choly tragi-comedy of Whaley and Goffe, ~1 HHd)t'.1~, 

known in a strange land as nien of ability, hut fe-clred 
and disli)\.ed, lest their abiliiies s)"ould harm the 'Ver! 
a~yll!ms which shelter them fi!()m~ the storms of· EUmr!','" 

From Hadley Ollr rout lay to l)rosped-hill, whicb i. 
about 90 miles distant from it, where we stopeddnring 
the winter months, and endured harsh w~ag'e in diflerent' 
ways. The people -of New Eng'land appeared to indulge 
:l deadly hatred against the Brit i sh. prisoners,' and re
joiced at any occasion to gratitJ it. Several of our men were 
stabbed. hy the colonialcentinels, and one of our c:iffic~ , 
was shot as he rode in his cha'ise. There are pcrso,!ages of 
di"tinctioll at present residing in this city, who then were 
Jlrisoners with me, that can bear testimony to the truth 
of w hat is here asserted, on this unpleasant su~ject. The 
following extracts from a letter to general Sir 'Villiam' 
Howe, by lieutenat colonel Sir Archibald Campbell, are 
further corroborati ve of it. The colonel, having the com
lnand of 700 men, proeeeded into Boston harbour, whicb 
bad been unlmolm to him, evacuated by the royal h'O()PS, ' . 
and of coe.rse brought himself and his soldiery into the 
enemy's hands. He was sent to su:}cr clo . .,e confinement 
in Concord, a small town 18 miles f{'om Boston, fi'om 
whence he addl'essed the letter in qucsti(l.il to the C01l1-

mander in chie~~ 

~'I am ]od~['d in a dungeou of twplve or thirteen feet 
~quare, whose "ides al'e black with the 'grease and litter' 
of successive criminals; two doors with douhle locks and 
bo1t6, ~hut' me up ~rom the yard, with an express pro-' 
hihition to enter it, eitiwr for my health or the neccssalJ 
dtlls 01' nature: two small windows, .strongly·grnted with 
iron, introduce a gloomy light to the apartment; and 
these are at this time without· a single pane of glass, 
a1though the ~a~oJl oflhe frost. and snow i~ aetuaHy ill 



the extr~me. In the corner of the cell, boxed up with 
the partition, stands a neces~ary house, which does nqt 
.cem . to have -been emptied since' its 'first appropriation 
to this convenience·of malefactors. A loathsome black
hol·, decorated with, a pair of fixed· clla~ns, 'is granted 
Dle fJrmy inner apartment, from ,whence u felon was 

· But the moment before remon>d, to make way for your 
· humble serv.ant,. and in which his litter &c. remain 1!0 

. this moment. The attendance of a single. servant il; 
also denied me, and every visit fro~u a friend is positiye~v 
refused: ]n short, sir, was a fire to happen in any 

· elmwber of :the goal, which is all of wood, the chimney-
· atacks excepted, I might perish in the flames before tlu: 
. goaler eouid go through tbe ccrmony of IInbolting the 
doors; although to do him justice in his station, 1 truly 
think him a man of humanity; his house i~ so rC'mote, that 
aNY caU from within, espcially if the wind i8 hig'h, might 
\Ie IOllg of reaching him effectually. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
AR('HICALD C.U1PBE 1,L.~ 

Conrora Goal, 
24th February. 1777. 

The s(,\'ere treatment howevE'r which (,1.·~Cl}d sir ;\ rchibaU 
~mpbcll suffered wag chiefl:; owing to the capture, amI 
confinement of general Lee, whom general Ho-\ve, kept ai" 
'a state prisoner. 'l"1le character of general Lee, is well 
'lmown and at that period of the colonial ,var his mi-
litary talents and his exertiong were of the first importance 

.'to the American cause, 3!ld, no doubt his seizure on the 
!lpllr of interesting afla.ir~, wa5 appreciated as a great ad. 
vantage gained by. the royal army. America was at 
,tirst incompetent in the goreat -requisites of military effi· 
ciC'ncy. .If er tro()rS W~l'e nbt of course ably. organized, 
and' there ,Vas a gCll!:'ral want of expp. .. ience and skill 
'among the offir.en. The loziT of £,rneral Lee, who ii:l..\r 
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tlluch sen-icf:', who was capahle, and enterpizing in 'Ii'! 
profession, could not fail to be eatimated by the colouists 
as unfortunate, or by the British as ellcoura~; ing at the 
moment. Congre~ evinced much anxiety on .-hi! account. 
His ardour and unr~mittillg endeavours for their. illter.est!il 
made thelp politi·cally Hnd affectionately hi~~ fi·ieners. It 
was tried toetfectuate bis liberation by a cartel of CJiI

change; hut no individual of his high rank beiug a pri. 

soner at that time, general '''ashington, by particular de
sire of congres~, proposPd to give six :field officers for 
bim. This overture \\a; refused, general lIow~, urging 
that he must be ('ollRidel'ecl ail a deserter not a reg'ubr 

\ )lrisoner. From tbi" ,iew of his situation he wm; guard
(,<1 with all t1:at strict precaution which attaches to indi. 
,iduals charg-cd \vith treal'onable overt ad~. 

Congress from n~,.;p('ct h g'cHeral Lee and a desire of 
rdaliation treated tIL' Briti~h prisoners with much ~{'

,nity. Ofi1cers \H're depri" ed ( .. I' their parole liherty, and 
it was ptlbliddy dedared that the. manner of their flltui'c 
treatment should in all ('a!-,I.'s he reg'ulatcd by that which 
ge1leral I,ce expl'rienced, And thll~ it was that COIOl}el 
l':.lI11pbell was so rig'orously used \\ hile implisoncd at 
Concord. 

Having' introdvced the mention of general Lee, a slletch 
of his life and conduct may pro\;e somewhat amll~ing 
to the reader. The author in his American Journal s'a\'c 
a general account of him, but at present he shall 
state some particulars concerning a man that made so 
eminent an appearance on the American theatre. 

Charles Lee was the third and youngest son of 'fbomail 
Lee, of Dernhall in the county of Chester, aud of I~ 
bella Bunbury, ,daughter of Sir Henry Bunbury, of Stan. 
ney, in the :-mme· county. His father had been a colon~ 
in the army,and his f«mily.was ancient and respectable. 
Mr. Charles Lee began his military life so early as the 
age of eleven years, and pur:med his professional itndi~" 
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with ability and attension. He k,new, the I,atin and 
Greek well, as also'the Italian, Spanish, ,German and 
l~rench language~, which he spoke with fluency., A ball 
'pas-;ed'through his 'body at th~' battle of Ticollderog~, at 
,'which' he cammandeda company of the 44th l~gilJ:lCnt. 

On returning to Ebglimd a general peace was contemp
~~t,~d,,'afl(rit ,vas rumoured that Canada would be ceded. 
'TI,lC' 'intended cession of Canada was loudly (l<~precate:d 
hy the A merican Colonists, and on this occasion he plJb
lished a pamphlet, which evinced, his political talent, and 
ably explained the importance of our retaining' Canada 
as ~ dependency of the British empire. The s~ccess ,of 
hi!>! paillphlet; m~de him KnO\Vn, and he was compli
mented for it by Doctor Franklin, who observed that' his 
wOl'k on that !>!u~ject ",could not fail of making a salu-

, tary impressi?u." In the year 1762 he bore' a, col~ner~ 
commissi~n~:' aud s(,rved under g~nerhl Burgoyne in P~r

,tugaI, n:li~r~ he distin,guished himself a good de~I, 'fot 
which be'received th'e' thanl{s of his Por:tugllese'ml~iest.Y' 
tmd was warmly recommciided" to )liS own' court,'~y 
the Count l.a, Lippe, the commander of the a:Uies.' This 
('ra might have f>een auspi,cious t() Colone'l lice,' if he~hhd 
bt'('Il' pos~{'''"ed of pri~'ate"pruden'c'e to' advance his, pt~-

, fcssiOIlal interests. Here however, as if by fatality, '~dErica 
·,~nt~rfered, a,1,1d he alway~ appeat~'d,' gTe~tly ihterested'"for 
-the, ~olonies.' The Indi:ln, 01' lvllat was can~d pondiack's 
,""~r broke ,out; and, was deerhed a matter of little"moment 

, by : the ministeri'al partie'!.,' "The 'friends", of Ainerira 
thought differently, a~d Colonel Lee,' pt~dnced anoth'er 
pamphlet by which 'he lost 'the favonr of miuisters. 
De::!pa~ring of prElferment at hom~;'he' 'now' left his' nativ~ 
shores, and eQ.fered jrttothc'Pblish service. In ibis ab
ise'ncehe Dever lo~t sight of the .icoionial c~u~, :a:~ hi~ 

, letU;s 'auriqg' thaI ttme, evinced that he ~xetted' hllD~elf 
I, ..' 4 . "' • .1 

\\'~!n hi~ .pt~esty's mini~tersort the Continent;: and with 
. , ': ' i , , • F f -" " ' ..... f 



parliamentary -tHcJl(ls "~ Eng~,arid, 'to ;'~~~ote ~ 'b, 
-all means. " , 

A t the breakiilg out of bostiil~es' wilh ~tl1e colonies )I(~ 
did not contj;lu~ ~n idle ~p~ct~l~. 'J)e :s~(n bekl 'hii 
rank as Colonel in the British 8er~'ice, ~"~d '~'eceive(rha1r 
pay. 'This he re;.ign;d, stating 'his ~eas,()!i~ ~t 'larg~ i~ 
a 'letter addressed to lord Barington, 'ih~ secretary cit war, 
in \vhich 'he (ledarect that \v1l{~never his m~icstJm'ight'dll 

'him on any flonoural;le st'r .... ice against 'his foreign' and 
na'tur~l enemies, he would' obt>J ",ith a1acl'ity and zeal; 
but that 'he acted from patriotic inoti\'es in ernbdcin'g 
the coionial intere,;;ts Oil the 'th£'atreofAm'erica: as lle 
considered the 'measu~{'s o'fihe .nrit·i~h gove .. nmc~t in 

. iha't great matter suhvers;n' of ciVIl 1ibprly, destructive 
't~' British prosperity and ,-;;1tinmt~1'y j~juri0!1s to 'hii 
majesty's power and s(.'rul'ity OH "the 'EDgliSh throne. 
lIis 5ubseql'ient'coIJduct she,\'e~l tb'a:t"he 'behaved on the 
great occasion in c~J.ipIiance with his 'iieeHngs, 'lVhi~h 

,lhoweveF must be cOn8id:er~d indiscreet, if not eX~ltcir by 
; ]lis d.rsappointl~nts:· )n character he alnays sc~mtd 

illlpetuoos a~d ,rn~h. ':il,is attachment tfi). Ari)eri{:a, 'in 
, competition as,"it , .. as with 'the 'mother C~JlltrJ,.'cannot 

he' justified; '~Bd his b~llavimtr on the Comillerit of Eul'op£'. 
exhibits nis ~ceelltr-idt.Y aNd resth-ssness with a.pro:minebt 

'(ea'ture. 'It is 'reported tll<ithe "di"gusted his patron; tHe 
king ~f 'PolaRd ,1iimse1'r, ,'~b~ })ec;ame ti:feCl,or su_cih 'ama~. 
His, rapidity of travelling fi'om state to state, and' h~s tfr~_ 
qUE'nt q:ua:lTeliQg wiih iJuJiv~dlilalB pnlves inat his', mind 

.,,'!Vas nQt .,ell ~ ease, apato,hipl-the- AmPrican r~oluiiog 
was,d('3sirf'~e, as,it atYord~ h;m a scene ofactiviiy, to (lissi. 

,pate, bi-3 ha:~ttml pertmltation of spirit,. and tt» gather 
laur~ls 'l'h~ch,.he' must ~ aware, 'he cooldnot,e~ft() 
'~cqllire in any other portion ~f\the earth.' 'j" t~ colo-

. ~ial :~ntes",he emb~~d all hishopes';=;lie' riskea liis 
~rtune8 in it, 'which, it.. ~ey ,,~ere not()pUleDt~ 'were 
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~ompeten) enough. * 'They could not be mnde muc'h 
'bettie-i in' the success of toe colonists, and in their sub· 

jU~<I;ti'oR or ~e~c~i01'! he w~ul~ ,becoRle ,exigent,. if not 
altog~ther destItute, and a Hctim of, rasMJcss at tIle altaI" 
of re'eonciliation. ' 

'Ue arrivecl in America in Novemkr )773, when the 
~a~Ses' of b6~tility were ag.itat-ed with great animositr, 

'and hiswri~gs~nd speeche~ wpre 4n~trum('ntrti in arou~· 
i~g the "colo~sts to a peTseyering' resistance. In thi8 
attempt he ~i~ted most of t}iest~, and was g'enerally 
well received and admit'ed f~ his abilities and friendly 
wishes t(\ HWlr cause. He oQtained' the rank of Major 
G6bel'al from Congl'ess, and. on the re&igna,tioll of GeiH:'
ral' Ward ,ia3 ap,pointed in h,s place ~ecohd ill commancl. 
On the death of General MoutgolllCi"Y befo);,c Quehec 
h~ was oJ'dered to take cOfflmand in Canad~, but this 
order was cOl1Dte.rmauded, ali4 lie wO\s sent to a sOl.lthren 

1, Tire gel,lera\ had .£:tsq, per annum,on a. mort#@ge i1l 
jamaica, paid punc~ually. 

2, A~ estate of ~~O~ per annum in Middlesex, f~rano_ I • 
ther gentte~an's life; but ",&lose li€e be had insured against 
his OWfi. ' 

1, A thousal1~ pOp~l(~S on a. turnpilt~ iA Eng~nd, at £'OUI: 

, De, coot ill~rElst. 

'11, One Ui9q~~n4 five bq.ndered poun4s, at' fiVf per 
cent. 

5, His hiLi! p~y, OJJ~ ,loodl'e,d ~nd thirty si~ POOJ1{]S per an. 
n~TfI; ill ~ll nine huqd'red and th,rty 4Jn~ {lo,=,I,f1s pcr annum., 

clear i~c:.pme: ~esid,,'~ tbis ~fJout tw:eh'e ~undr(:'d p.ounds ill 

~~ ~~~~'s 4au.4s, !llll} 4ilr(~rf'Qt ~el?ts. lIeba,4 likewise, teR 
t"O?fl~ acr~, of laild ,i,n the islau.d of St. John, w~lich had 
qeern, Joc~t~d, a"d~ett1e(1 at tht! exppnse of s~ven hUll. 
~edpoqnds; and a ,~an,aa:~\l!l for t~,e~ty th~U5and ant'i ill 
ElL~t FJolida.' . 

9 F" ~ 
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d~partlnf'nt, where be was applauded for his ~apadt, 
and' vigihfnce. The affair at Sullivan's i~laud, exalted 
him in public estimation, and made America his debtor 
in a great degree. Having there succeeded in r~. 

pnl~iJ1g' Sir Peter Parker, and general Clinton, he rapidly 
proceeded and gave effectual assistance in Georgia. Cor,
~re,-"" paid high respect to his counsels, and consulted him 
in particular about the situation ef affairs in. New 
Jersey, in which quarter he was desired to inspect t~e 
I'o~ts. At this juncture his arriving with the main 
army proved peculiarly oportune, when, contrary to Gene
ral 'Vashington's wi~he~, his council of officers were for 
waiting all attack in their ljn~," on York island. The 
opinion of general Lee determined them to change their 
plan, and retr~at as they did from eminent danger, 
if not destruction. This appears the zenith of his 
American ('areer, from wl1ich period his success and 
relebrity suffered a rapid decline. On tIle 13th Decem
ber, 1 i70, as he 'V,as marching with whatever men he could 
rollect to join general 'Vashington, who had assembl.ed 
the Pensylvania militia, to secure the banks of the De
lew are, he was led to think himself perfectly secure, and 
was actually surprized by colonel II arconrt at the bead 
of a small detachment. ('olonel Harcourt behaved 
with mch address that General Lee was carried 'Off, 
though sevl'ral guarded posts and pat roles lay in his 
way. 

He cnntinu{'d cor.fined until the surrender of~ara
toga, "hen he was allowed his parole at N e\v York, 
tl'Putect with a respect 5uitcd to 1.is rank, arid shortly 
~Ii.'-~rward ex<:hang'ed. Hi., firc:t action after being'libe
i ded decided his military forttJfle;;;. Anterior to' hi!; 
{;:lptur(' he most' re~tain!'y con~¥lunicated . sIiirl~ to' t!le 
,oldiery, -omd 'was an example to th~ 'colonial officers; 
~Ild KJ much was he ('stccmed that it is said -a party 
., C(:nircss anti ('mong the GHiecri endeai'oured to lift 
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him to the first command. His absence as a prisoner 
was disadvantageous to all his expect~t~ons. The colo
nial f~rces were greatly improved by ,:fighting during 
that intenral, and General \Vashing~on had ample oc
casion t~ exhibit his excellent talents and services, so 
that general Lee had no longer any chance of succcs~
ful competition" with; him. At the battle of Monmoutlt 
in Jersey, Ge~eral Lee resumed hi~ rank and command 
int.he army as before. He was ordered to attack, tbe 
rear of the' royal troops, but his m('n were beaten ,hack 

. with disgt:ace. _ Had !'uch want ,of success been ~wing 
as at the outset of ,hostilities to panic and conf~sion lie 
might claim credit for not rallying the men, but now 
it was urged that the Americans by discipline and .steadi .. 
.ness were become able to withstand regular and veteran 
ar~ies, and that tbe General bad acted culpably. In conse
quence lIe was tried by a court-martial, first ", for disobe .. 
dience of orders, in not attacking the enemy on tbe 28th. 
June. Secondly for misbebaviour before tIle enemy on 
the same day, in nia~ing an unnecessary and sbameful 
retreat. And tbirdly for disrespect to tlle .... commander in
chief, in two letters dated 28th June and first of July." 
I t was a considerable time before his trial took place, 
and in the interval of this suspense he was addressed In 

. a letter by Colonel Laurens, one of General Washington's 
aid-de-camps, requiring satisfaction for the manner in 
which he insulted the Commander-in'~chief. . He accepted 
the cl1311cnge, ~hose to fight with pistols as.Jiis weap~lI, 
was slightly wounded in the side, and afJI he was always 

,use$l to do, displayed great fortituqe' 011 the, occasion. 
,rrhe award of the court-martial sentenced him to sus
" pepsion, 'for' one: year from his comm~nd, and the pro_ 
, ceedings' of the ~ilittlfy ~rial were confirmed by CongTC'Ss 
a~ter . a deba~e which lasted several days.· It will ,be easilJ 

. conceiyed tliat such a decision dissatisfied and imbittered , .. ., , 

the irritable temper of General Lee against CODi!'esi asd 
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Americans in general. lIe w~s pa~~clllarly cnra~cd ~l 
the part one of the members, Ml'~ William JJ. Drayton 
took against him, in opposing the con'·;idera ion in 
Co~~ress f)f the several charges sepernt(>\r, ingte~d of 
debating them collectively, as w~s done to tIle Gencnll'~ 
discomfitpre. He was so chagrined that 11<;" never return~d' 
to the army, hut retired, to llis. pl~tatioD in Berkel~'y 
county Virginia, where he often gave vent to h~s re
sentments in poignant letter;;, anel brooded over his 
misfortunes in a rusticated manner or life. n is house 
had nothiDg of elegance, and little of comfortable commo
diousnelis. His chief mental resource was derived' from 
it little select collection of books, with Wllich he com
bated the weariness of !lolitude. At length Ilis wont~d 
restlessness began to opemte, and he resolved to be
come a resident of some maritiine town. In' this idea h~ 
disposed of bis farm at Berkeley; and visited Baltimore, 
where -stopping a week he removed to Philadelphia and 
lodged an at inn. In three or four days he was taken with 
shivering, the precursor of, 3: fever, which put a periOd, 
to his restless and chequered life, October the second, 
1782. 

At his arrhal in Baltimore and Philadelphia, he was 

not visited or hospitably entertai~ed by the gentry, but 
after his decease some respect appeared to be paid to his 
memory, and his funeral was attended by the mo~t dis
tinguished personage~. His dying- was not dissimilar to 
the tenor of his life. He was nof perceived to meet death 
with any apprehension of the king ~f terrors, an~ it, is 
probable, t~at if ,he wa~ not -d~prive~ _o~ understandi!1,~' 
he certainly was Ignorant of hIS immediate summons ,~G 
another world. In the agony' of dissolution -his last words 
are said to he "~~and by me, my br~vegfC~adicrs !,; _ -

It is' not am~ing that a man of Gmleral' Lee's -tem
per should dispiease, an~, be' di~pleas.ed an~ dis~pp~inted 
in Amerira; although., it must, be allowed, that he "'U 



" " . 
~inong tire prime '~III~ers"Of ~meriean 'mlt~eitae'lt'ee. 
flis pn~e, capJ1.ce, and i!'lpc'tuosity were iR..fit~ .t$ 

'~nable 'liim to supplant fhe" American Fabius, a 'man -pecu:" 
liatly, itimaybe ~said, nrirHe to become !ora·~ the ascend
:111t pending 'h()s~t.bies" ~ ~~ (St~es.That ~e 'Bsd wann 
hopes of Hipladng G-enend WllmiBoBfOn is pr~ble, 'antl 
in t'his view it is 'Iilely 'he behaved aslte -diU nt.the "battle 
-fir Mo~otttli, lvhicl,. 'Brewba(k a 'gre;« -detd. rfrom Itts 
'lnilital-Y ·fume. It is not :likely that 'he felt 'a'Dy lack df 
ifpirh dr'cou~ge on 'thai ~occasicm, 'but the 'high prebRbi-

, I 

'Utyis'that 'he favoured 'the retreat. and -disorder'dftiJle 
'troops he had under him, . and his so doing "C&lftlot beoat
'tributed 'to 'UllJC8use' save 'thee1'ldeavour. ioo rCOver ~ 
'rival with'lUattie. The effect ot his~ha \' iotlT in the aft"air 
-e~posed and 8isttessetl him iIi. lan e!ttnib~n«ry .~. 
~o 'muCh 'so 'tbat it appears' ahnol'tt terlain he·sorelY 'l'e
')jented 'of his ,r.lSb economy in ~lOus~ng the :;nterests' ef 
·~trte~ca. 'fu;a . 'letter to' his s~ster, in -Englanil, -he win
,-plilirls 'that' tlle 'Colonists, for ~omlte ~dcil6-deH. eireiy 
tlimg, . "proved'bcn;ely uiigratertd'to him~' lJle1Vri~, 'that 
'W~e' it not 'for a "'fottnrlate ~purCbru;e :h~ made, ,;mor~ 
l.y 'latk ih~n lcunn!ng, . ~le might ;have 9Jeggtd in ·the 

. . ~ . . , 

stl'e~t~, lfut withO'llt 'lnuch 'clranee 'of:being ~~!!" 
. bueche '~hole, 'Gener<il 'L~c's'great ~re ·Was.,.. 

~rous "ambition, ~!dt)itibb. ·df.'pre';emiitenee·m hiR ~~
. 'Sian, 'WhiCh' Ins .'itnpl!tuous impatience ~ ever .• ' Iptb~t 
Illf~anS to prevent himtrQm 'attaining'in' his: mttiw: tibuliWy 

(~r: in ''foreign ''Sutes. Ilf'he could 'Conttodl '1ii~ unrul, 
Stfm~~~~"hal~ "'ehiinerlt 'q<u~1 i.fi~:rons, ~'hi~, ~t:lfs 1'" 
'~b¥e, 'WofilH_c "elevate(! 'tllm ~~ellI'lliY ... ·'Pto~ 
lfits~tuitmrts f1~ tco'triribtited10 -shape ~lfris't~~~ lnja 
perver~e,cou~se. 'Ihe .. part he. toOk, ";for, ·the <O'ffiOttles 

"~m~y ~e)lY~oug'bi ~Ho~~ to evjn'C~ his '1ft\m1'attacb~t to 
el~il fteeUon" 'butihis "estimate tif lhii~ '~"ke-'lt'1!iis

. :d~~~t'i'We 'ilti~l~~e his'general'corinu~t~" 'lie~1nlij.,olitiesl 
'"'ptiba4U~4 tb' 'fbtg>e'e

i 

dtat' '~merita ;"ouM hecome-. 
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theatre of strife and war, and he regarded it as a couq. 
try. in which he might be called, forth as a prc-eminent 
actor. Tbe circumstance oftbe. Colonies fed this fond 
hope of pre-eminence, for he could not anticipate, that 
any individual born and brought up in America, ,~oulcl 
he thoug11t of as preferable to. hiJl~self to command the 
Coloria1 forces. General Lee may t.ave been somewhat 
tinged with the loose etllicks which obtained in Franc~ 
and Germany in his day, and yet it does not appear 
that be was complt rely a He,·olutionist or Deist, accord; 
iog to the French ~cho(.l of Voltaire and his diticiple~. 
lIe was a non-dcscript char~ct(~r, too capricious to belo ng 
to any party, and too haughty to regulate his life hI 
system or rule of any sort. If he was not deisticijl 
we are wdl a .. sured he \,a8 1I0t entirch, if at '~n, . . 
.:Il christian. This idea is fortifi('~ ii'om considei'iJ~ 
his fluctuating I)rinciples, and particularly his last wiU 
and testame~t •. pe expressly .. de~ired ,that he should.nRt 
." be buried III any church or church-.,ard, or witllin';l 
mile of any presbyterian, or anabaptist m~etjng-house." 
Urging as a reason that since he resided in America 
"he kept so much bad company when living that he 
did not chose to con,tinue it when ~ead!" " H~ r~con\- , 
mended bis soul to the creator of all worlds and of ail 
creatures, who must (be argued) fi'om his visible,attribu.t~i 
be, indifferent to their modes ofw~rship or creed~, wh~ .. 
ther Christians, Mahomedans, or Jews." ': 

Such was the life and decease of Charles Lee, who 
~lassed among the most singular and eccentrick m~n of hi. 
age, aJ:ld whose strong singularities grea!Iy aidedtbe 
erection of Colonial America, into ~ new independ.e~t 

. nation in tbe ;world.. " 
While we stopped at Prospect-hill, we often tookoppor· 

tunities to view BUllker's-hilJ, contiguous to it, on whi~h 
a desperate acti(;)fl was fought two years before our ar· 
rival at the ,plou:e. On tbe summit of BWlker;,.Jai1I, 
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itands a monumental stone erected to the memory of 
doctor Warren, who held the rank of genl'ml in tlw 
_I\merican army. It stood near the spot on which he 
fell. There were vestiges of' fighting which could not 
fail to excite the· sympathies. of British soldiers, circum-
stanced as we were. --

In the vault at' a church- at Boston, are now preserved 
the moulderiong bodies of British officer::;, who 104 their 
gallant lives in thE" before mentioned eng·agement. They 
must have beGn intered without coffins, as the skeletons 
were seen by a gentleman some years ago lying unco-

Ii 
vered and bare. On one skeleton hung' rags of torn 
rC'gimentals, and breeches of leather in a good state of 
preservation. It looked as if recently cleaned with pipe 
clay, which most probably was done to prepare for the 
oC'casion which pro\-ed fatal to the wearer of it. The flesh 
was entirely wasted from the bones, n hich presented a 
painful spectacle of mortality. The soldier or reflection 
might exclaim in affectionate truth "brave but unfortu
nate men! no kind relative was at hand to perfimll the 
last fond offices fOl' you, or shed a parting tear at JOur 
untimely fate! The world of Atlantic waters rolled k'
tween yourselves a-nd the objects of your friendship and 
loye at the hour of dissolution!" 

. In a tomh were depClsited the remains of the valiant 
l\1~jor Pitcairn of the marines, than whom no oflicer d~· 
parted more lamented by his friends, . He. wa,; even re
grdted by wany of those whom the war alone had made 
hi, enemies, as before the rC\'olutioll he hJd be~n com
mandant at Boston, and desenedly endeared to the inhabi
tarits. Some years after hi;; interment Doctor Pitcail'll 
of.I .. ondon, the: M~jor's brother, was permitted to ren)on~ 
his bones across· the ocean to lie with the ruihe.s.. of his 
fatheri in big nati\-e land. . 

.> 
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In the Summer of 177S, we were nH'l.rc4ed by orGel' of 
CongTess from Pmspect-hill to Rutland county, which is 
distant about 50 Miles from Boston. 

Seeing that Congress had no intention of allowing tile· 
British troop.; to return to England, according to the 
articles of convention, and considering- myself under no 
tie of honour, as I ga\-e no parole (thoug-hat that time 
I was employed as temporarJ ~Ul-g'cnn to the 9th regi.
ment) I resolved to proccC'd pri\-atcly to New York. 
This resolution \\ a:-; confirmed by my meeting at some 
distance from Pr:J.;ppct-hill, a natin~ of America, for 
whom I did a kind office, after the battle of Fort-Anne, 
and from whom I then receired an invitation to tnke 
refreshment in an a.djacent taycrn together with a promise 
of a pasport, which might p~,(,\'Cllt my being apprehended 
by the way. l' nfortunately there were at that time in 
the tavern, a fi'w British soldiers who did some damage 
in the house, and got off \\ithout raying for it, The land
lord raised the hue and cry against lIle, although I was 
in another apartment when the damag'e was done. He 
demanded a recompense of 40 dollars to repair his losse~, . 
though a small matter, was sufficient to compensate his
loss, which consisted but in the breaking of a few 
drinking g'lasses, , .. 

Ha\-ing had ITO part whatever' in the affair I naturally 
refu8ed to comply, and was in consequence taken before 
a magistrate. However they took the law first into their 
awn hands, as it was agreed that I should run the g'auIlt~ 
let to the mag-istrate's house, which was about 100 yards 
from dle tavern. Providentially for me the tayern was 
t)n a rising ground, and the way I had to run was 
down a hill which accelerated my motion, so that I re-: 
4:eived but few blows, although there were a number df 
persoils aiming- t(~ strike me as I passed. "'hen I arrived 
before the l-nugislrate, ae In the most unfeeling inanne~; 



'\vithout llearing my defence, declared if I did not forth
with pay down 40 dollars, he would order me to the 
prison-ship in Boston, where I should be fed on bread 
and water. I persisted in declaring I had no part in 
the outrage, and challenged allY pel"~on to come forward 't} 

cnd prove it ag-ainst me. 1\IJ plea was r~jected, .and to 
the prison ship I was told I must go, unless I paid the 
mulct immediately. This I still o~jected to do. After 
some consultation among themselves, it was determincd 
that I should run the gauntlet again, which punishment 
I underwent of COUfse,a number of men taking- sticks 
in their hands, to dC2.L blows at me. 

It was an unplea<;ant atonemeTit on my part f:)r the 
transgression of otlle.-,"', but 1 saw I could not avoid it. 
I was brougltt to the d<;lOr and held till my enemies 
\Vere each man prepared for striking- me. The word was 

gi\'en that all was ready, and I was let go from the 
grasp of the men that held mc. t therefore darted 
along the line with rapidity, alld 'being 'young- and actin', 
1 do think, I did not receive in all more than a dozen 
strokes by Ireason of their confusion and -eagerness to 
deal blows upou my unprotected Jwad, \I hich by .ig-ility 
IDld good heels I succeeded in saving. They did not 
pursue me, and hy my rapid mardljl~g- r wa~ enal)Jcd to 
join my companian;;. Howevcr I Jelt IllJ hody and 
llead sore for many day'! afterwards. 

'Ve arjved .in the progTccs of Ollr mardl at a t/ln:n

ship called Rutland, and were confined in a largc pen, 
which has been described in the author's American .Jour
nal. We erected small sh-c'd" to shelter us, and conti
liued to occupy them from .J nne until the cnsuillf.: X 0-

,-ember. Distant about ten mih'~ from Rutland in the 
township of \Vorcester, a town has been built since the 
expiration of the war, called Barre, in 11Onour of Co](')
nel Barre, a member .of the Britisb Parlialllent~ whe 
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warmly ad,"o("atC'd the cause of Cdlonial Ametica, iD~; 
the hOll,cp of Commons. Contiguous to the town or 
Barre, PC:lill!°d is Situate, which obtained much notice 
fin" 11a\:il~~ a caye in its vicinity, wherein General 

J PutI:am slew a 'Volf that became a terror to the 
count:o\!, 

On the occasion of com hating the fonnidable Wolf, 
Ceneral Plitnam displayed a degree of fortitude, which 
amo1lnted in fact to what is frequently called fool-hardi
n('~~; but rashlle~s was not unusual with him, as it be

came his ordin,n:y economy, wben the exertion of his 
con;ouge was required. He went into the cave to the 

cnCoHuter, creeping througoh a dark aperture, scarcely 
hll"ge f'nH1I:~oh to admit his hody, as he had to press him
self tiuoOl:;::"l t it, and afterward to meet the wild beast, his 
('newy H pOll a suhterraneous theatre of hostility, which 
Wi:S lInexplorf'u hy him, but where the 'Volf was at home 
in the darknc~s of his den. Notwithstanding the 
fcar;ul odds agouinst him, his extraordinary intrepidity 
ocqllired a non'l conquest, very much to the satisfaction 
of the nej30hhourin~ people .. :;; 

General Putlillfll had horne an officer's commission hi 
the British service before the revolutionary war for se,oe
Joa1 ),(>-ars, and sen-cd in Canada, Hnder General 'Volfe. 
At the revn',tltion 1.(' espoused the Colonial cause, and 
w(~~~ prf'n10thi to the rank of .:\lajor General, as he wa!! 
pre\'iol!:~ly 'oH'lll~nown to po~s(";s undaunted courage and 

Un':Olmllon enterprize. He exhibited sucp. great speci
v'ens or martial hardihood Oil a perilous command wfiich 
h~,i been c<'nfided to him hy ,the British Commander, in 
the war alluded to, tjmt he acquired very ju:,dy more eele
brit." than a laurel-leaf as a ~oldier, and hi3 adventures 
o;~ that r.nd anothcl' occasion, were so singular that they 
'lannot fail to cOJ~tribute to the reader's gratificatioll, in 
vemsing th(oU1. 

;~ ~\'e .j'Oul"l;al of thp. Am~ri('an ,"ar, fage 52. 
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'Vhen the French army was encamped near Ticonderoga, 
lIr. Putnam then' a Captain, (accompanied by a Lieu
tenant Durkie) was selected to reconnoitre the enemy. 
At the very onset of this solitary enterprize, which was 
more than a forlorn hope to those who undertook it, 
Captain Putnam narrowly escaped from being made 
prisoner, and in the hurry of his retreating, mistaking 
Lieutenant Durkie for a French soldier, he was on the 
point of killing him. 

On approaching the enemy tlley crept on their hand" 
and knees in order to discover his positi6n, but to their 
utter astonishment they found themseh"cs in the thickest 
of their foes. Being discovered th0.Y were f!red on, and 
Lieutenant Durkie was slightly wounded in the thigh. 
They fled, and Putnam, who took the lead soon found 
himselfplunged into a deep pit, where Dllrkie, immediately 
tumbled in after him. Conceiving' him.;clf to be pursued 
by the enemy, he had already uplifi~ his weapon to 
deal, a dreadful blow, when Durkie spoke, and he recog
nized his voire. They now scramhled out, and effected 
their escape through a shower of random shot. TIH'y 
pa!'sed the remainder of the night in the wood~, out 
of the reach of the enemy. Putnam had provided a 
little rUin, which lie carried in a cnnteen slung over 

.JJis shoulders, and on lying down, wishing to refresh 
with it, he fou!.d the vessel empty, it being' repeatedly 
pierced with musket-balls. Being; soon after appointed 
Major, he accompanied Major Hogel's OIl a party of 
oh~'crvation fi)r the purpose of watching the motion or 
the enemy, who lay near Ticonderoga. Their detach. 
ment was divided, and the commanding officers took 
different positions, but being disco\'ered by the foe, they 
ag'ain be~;an their march in file3 through the wood~, 
the right led on by lUajor Rogers; the left by Major 
Putnam, and the centre by Captain D'Ell. The first 
d~'y they reached Clear-Ri\o'er, on the banb of which 
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was Fort-Anne. Next morning previous to quilting the,. 
ground Major Rogers imprudently made a bet with one 
of the officers, to be decided by firing at a mark. Major 
Putnam remonstrated in a yery pointed manner against 
this)mprudent conduct, in the very neighbourhood of the 
en~y, but as Major Rogers commanded, he could not 
prevent their proceedings. After this they continued their 
march in columns, Putnam in the fi'ont, D'Ell in the 
centre, and Rogers in the rear" circllIDstancesand Hie-,
nature of the ground rendering thi:-; disposition ad viseable. 

The French having received information of the expedi
tion, sent Colonel Molong, an active and enterpris
ing officer, with 500 chosen men to illtercept it. He 
was so near tbat he heard the firing at the mark; and 
immediately placed himself in ambush. Putnam at theJ 
head of his column, had just cleared his way through some 
thick brushwood into the open part of the forest, when 
tIle enemy sprung upon him with horrid yells and war
whoops from the Indians, who formed a part of Molong's 
detatchment. Putnam in one instant recovered from his· 
sutprize, calmly drew up his men, and returned the fire; 
sending off at the same time for the other divisions to 
come up with speed. J)'Ell came up, and the action 
became general and desperate. The contending parties 
adopted the Indian mode of warfare, which is irregular and 
ferocious; for their situation precluded the possibility of ob
~ervingtactics. During tll)"; dreadful cont{'~t Major Rogers 
did not join, alledging that he formed his men in a circular 
file between the other columns and 'V ood Creek, to prevent 
their being taken in the rear, or infiladed. 

Major Putnam was not disheartened. He found he 
could not cross the ueek, and therefore determined tet 
k.eep bis ground; and his officers inspired by his bravery 
an(} his personal exertions, encouraged their soldiers, 
who defended themselves against superior numbers with 
the most determined resolution. . Sometimes they iOught I 

• 
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in !o'mall bodies; then man to man, and often each soldier 
had to combat three or four. Major Putnam had been 
from the first in the heat of the battle; and used his 
fuzee so often, that it missed fire while presented to the 
breast of an athletic savage chief, who, taking instant 
advantage of the failure of fire, leaped upon him, and 
with a war-whoop and uplifted tomahawk compelled the 
gallant Major to ~urrender. He was forthwith disarmed 
and bound to a tree. 

The command now devolved on D'Ell, who was 
bravely seconded by a Captain Harman, but they were 
iloon compelled to give way, which the savages consider
ing as a total defeat, rushed on with impetuosity and 
dreadful cries. The British troops, rallied at the orders 
of their officers, and gave their pursuers such' a reception 
as caused them in their turn to retreat beyond the ground 
on which the battle began, where they ~llade a stand. 
This movement placed the tree to which Putnam was tied, 
between the fires of the contending parties; the balls 
from either side struck the tree, and passed through 
his clothes. In this state of jt':opardy, unable to move 
his body, or stir his limbs, he remained more than an 
hOllr, so equal and desperate was the fight. 'Vllen the 
battle inclined in favour of the enemJ, a Joung savage 
cho~ a very odd way of indulging hi~ humour. He 
di5covered Putnam bound and might consequently have 
killed him, but to shew his dexterity at throwing the 
tomahawk, he struck the tree several times within the 
smallest distance possible of M~jor Putnam's head. \Vhen 
the savage finished his fierce amusement, a French serjeant 
more ferocious came up, and levelled Ilis musket within 
a foot of the M~jor's breast, but happily missed fire. In 
vain did he claim the treatment due to a prisoner of 
war. The cowardly Frenchman refused the argument of 
humanity and honour, repeatedly pushed the muzzle of 
his firelock against the ribs of his tied up enemy, and at 
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length inflicted a severe wound on the l\Iajor's face. 
The intripidity of D' Ell and Harman, * seconded by the 
.alour of their followers, at length prevailed. They drove 
the enemy from the scene of action, Jea,-ing bebind the 
numbel' of 90 killed. As the conquered fled, the Indian, 
who made :Major Putnam Pri!:;oner, came up, untied and 
took bim oft: Having been conducted to ~ome distance', 
he was stripped of his regimentals, stockings and shoes, 
burdened with a heavy load, and strongly pinioned, his 
wrists being dra\" 11 tight together with a cord. After 
being taken many miles OHf the roughest ways, the party, 
STeatIy fatigued, baltl'd to rest. The miserable prisoJler 
,vas now in a dreadful state of torture. His hands fi'om the 
tightness of the ligature were immoderate]y swelled; and 
his pain became intolerable. H is feet were torn, bruised, 
and streaming with blood. The burden he bore was too 
much for his strength; amI, frantic with torments ex
quisite beyond endurance, he entreated them to kill bim, 
and take his scalp, or to untie his hands. A French 
officer instantly interposed, ordering his hands to be un
bound, and mme of the load to be taken from his back. The 
Indian, who claimed the prisoner, had been absent with 
the wounded, but now corning up, gave him a pair of 
Macasons, (i. e. Indian Boots) and shewed great resent
ment against bis tormenter", 

The duty of this chief was to attend on the wounded, 
and march with the prisoners, among whom was Major 
Putnam, who now was agonized with pain from the 
wound in his face, whilst the sa" ages determined to roast 
him alive; and, in pursuance of this horrid doom, they 

• This brave officer was living in Marlborough in the state 
of Massachusetts when the Author was a prilGDtJ' at 
ProlpectJlill. 
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actually led him into a dark part of tbe forest, stripped 
and bound him to a tree, piling dry brush-wood and 
other fuel about him. They began the ceremony of death 
wit~ dances and Jell~, and put the pile 011 fire, but a 
sudden shower of rain damped the rising flame. They 
laboured to rekindle the pile, and at length it began to 
blai:e. The victim soon felt the heat, and being able 
to move his body, instinctively shifted sides as the fire 
advanced. This sigoht, at which all but savages would 
shudder, afforded the highest diversion to the Indian 

" warrIOrs. 
l\f~jor Putnam, thought ·hi8 final hour arrived, sumo 

moned all his resolution, and composed his mind, a8 
far as his shocking circumstances would admit, and bade 
a silent adieu to all he held dearo The hitterne~:;; bf 
death wa., almost over, when a Frenrh officer rushed 
througoh the. crowd, opened a passage hy S(oattering the 
burning brands, and unbound the victim. It was the 
honourable Molong, to whom one of the savages related 
the dreadful proceedings~ The Commander se\'cl'ply 
repremanded the barbarians; and fearing to trust the 
~Iajor with them agoain, kept him in safety till he deli,oer
ed him into the bands of the chief, who made hiin 
prIsoner. 

This Indian approached his prisoner with kindness, and 
seemed to treat him with affection. lIe oftcrcd him had 
biscuit~, but finding he could not chew them, on account 
of the wound in ,his cheek, he ~oaked some in water and 
bade him suck them, Determined, howeH~r not to lose 
his eapthoe, be took the A-Iat:asons from his feet, and tied 
them to his wrists. Then directing him to lie on the 
gToond, he stretched one arm to its full leligth, and bound 
it fatit to a treo; the other arm was also extended and tied, 
and his legs were kept apart and fastened in like mannero 
He waF! surrounded by the savages, to prevent the posi
bilit, of as e~pe: 3Jld ill this afflicting ita~ be- re.mained 

Hh 



until morning. In l'~-latjllg hi,;; sufferillg,;, the Mujor said 
that during this uig lit, apparently tJ.e longest of his life, 
he felt a scnsation of chearfulness, a..; now he' entertained 
the hope of regailling his liberty and family. He even 
indulged his mn!'y ~Il reflecting on the wretched g'roup 
around him, ill whidl he· himself ,;u,;;tained the most pitiful 
part, and thoug,ht it a: scene for a pawter to make a dra,,,
iug of. 

'.fhe next day he- was aU-owed Ct blankct and a pair of 

'JnacaSOllS, and was suffercd to proceed with the party 
"ithout carrying a load, or recci\inp; insult. To allay his 
extreme hUl~ge}', a iittle bear's flesh ,v.as g'iven him; be 
moistened and sucke(l it through his teeth. When the 
party arrived at Tico:ulerog'a, I\:lajor Putnam was placed 
under a Fre})ch g'uard; and after haying becn examimul 
hv the commanding' officer, "i::. l\larquis de Montcalm,.* 
wa,;; ordered to b~ conducted to jlontn.al, and there libe
rated te return to the Eng'lish army. 

During' the timc of OUi" remaining pFi~oJ'ler~. at n.ut1antl~ 
a melancholy incident Happen~d~ which.1 cOI1~ider worthy 
to be recorded. A seljeant Buchanan 11eceived ca~h from 
his officer~ to provide· slui)es for the company,. but unfortu
nately squandered it. A ppl1ellensive of punishment, he 
wentu\\Ci.r privatdy, to a place ahout forty milt'o.; from 
ll()~t()n, m.d worked at his trrade to pro\'ide as .. l1uell as he' 
In ri~hed, 1n OI:del' to make good his aecount. II a ving 
~a\"ed !'o much, he was returnjng te his reg'imcnt, and by 
ac(.'ident, met with a saldier, w 110 informed him that Ol 

~('I:jeant was appointed in his place, it heing £oncluded 
that he deserted. Being' "II a(h ised, II(' resolved to escape 
to ~Iontreal, (where he left behind hi.m his. wife and child) 

. in the hope of obtaining pardon b.v mcans of General Sir 
Uny Carleton, then Go,;crnor of CanadOl. On Ius, I'out-e. 

:\!' St'e Author~1 J011>tllal of the AlMriean War, page 7!!. 
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to CanadlL, ,he-.p~s~ through. BroolificM, aml.therc,· ltn· 

\tapp-ily for ·tbel@rtie3, w~~ noticed ,py rIR :MrR. Spoonm', 
tlaughtJeR ,Qf ~er~\ Ruggles,. :",110 .. b~fd. a comlD'lf.ld iR 
the former }>J;(}v~i~ w;u-. T,ws lady ,,,as remarkable for 
att~chment .to the .~oy~l cause, alth~llgh Mr. 'Spdonel' was 
(jecideclly de\(o.d t9 ~be opposite jlltel"~sts. Th.eil' di~~ ... 
eoca of thi~king prQfil.l~,40ll:1E\~tic. W,sagreemel,lt, and 
Mr,;: •. Spooner., ~ickeday.,Jneditated '1fl~ murder of herhwh 
bood.,, ·Sh.e,a~l!~Uy lbri~e.d an ,American yoting mun tal 
pOlso11 h(!loJ, as kc made a journey from home, but fearing' 
tbat·he·migl)t escape the ~u.iu so plotted, she disclosed her 
horrible de:;i~n to Buchanan, prowisillg him c'(:)'llsider<l.hlc· 
property, and that sl,.e herself. woul~ flccompany him frolft( 
her a~de, oa.·thel!ccomplis111J1ent of. the. murderous con·,. 
spiracy. .IIer 111~shand rctnrnrd sate, a~ld on entering his 
hOU$~·~i~ver(l;dBu£fh~~lan siHing ill the parlanr, at, w~ic1t 
heA,oos;eeil. IJl\ICa" ~!?pleasw·re. Although l\f rs., Spooner 
lfas oh1ig.e4 tQ ~ndBucha,Rau to seek another lodgjug, 
she . .5~cr.e~ , COfQIl,luuicated,'with hi,n" and ~tlthoru:h 
Buchima~ ~fterward ~lledged, tl1~,t be shrank from pc~·p·c. 
tnt.ng tb~ n~Ul;d~r, h~ actually; C01l6C11te.d ill th~ terrible 
plot,. tor th~."l1urpose of ohtaining .01, share of .the prOp~l~ty 
wbich he ~pO'!te~ ~puld.be th~ .1·ewu1'd.qf its.execution. 
At thi~HlllhappJ .l,tJ,nct~r~Qf i~h,ullla~ coutriv~tnce, a sojdier 
Iialm~d Urc;>ok~:(whom tIm Author .I11clltioned in hi:; Amc. 
Nean Journnt t9 have jUllilped .0,,·e1' hQ~r.d, on the vOJage 
te A~~i,ca, through fe .. r, of bei.ug puni!f.h~d for steaHugan. 
at't~c~e of w~aliiug app.arcl). ha;Pl?cne.d t~ tnnel tbrQu'gJ; 
tlle town, and lro,!D .~is . ~ring' character, was takell hy. 
Buc1tanaa . iR.w .. a . part\Wl':ihip "f th~. intended dl'c.'ldful , , ' , 

, , .-ansOlction.. ~J"J~~' SPOOlWr, 1m ving gone som~ distance 
iCQm home ill., "he ~y, it'\fas d~te.rlPilJed to,~patch bim 
Ql1l1is retl,lrn a.tllight., ... ~rQok~.:. \Va.;; selected ~s the exccn .. 
tioner~ .w.bo\.waited. i~a cO~lVclli?nt. c.Ol'nel' He,lr ~he. dool', 

. ~ndraQ;aJaUy fract~red ,the .skllll of the ill-fa~e~tg'~ntlem(J1J, 
Hlt';] 

• 
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with a log or wood, aEl he made bis entranee. 'the party 
the;) plundered the house of cash, and Buchanan, Brooki 
<lnd the I\ merican, departed to divide and spend their 
booty in ~afetJ. The body however was discovered thrown 
down in a deep draw-well, and Mrs. Spooner, on examina
tion, conii:'ssed the abominable deed which originated in 
her own wickedness. The party who fled were followed, 
s(,cured, and, together· with Mrs. Spooner, soon after 
hrollg'ht to trial, and deservedly senten red to suffer death. 
Buehanan was deeply impressed with the justice of the 
capital atonement they were c!oomed to make, and by his 
mean", chiefl.v, his guilty partners became truly penitent. 
Bueh man addressed letters to his officers, full of religious 
contrition, and the Author of this Memoir by desire of his 
officers visited them, and was present at the hour of their 
h~ing executed. The awfulness of it was great indeed, 
and the truly contrite feelings of the culprits were calcu
Jated to turn vicious spectators to virtuous and pious ways. 
Mrs. Spooner, however, indulged hopes to the last of 
escaping condign punishment, pleaded pregnancy as an 
arglllllent for being re~pited, and seemed impenitent a , 
bood dt>al. One thing respecting Brooks, was somewhat 
<1"tonishing. Before the perpetration of the horrid plot 
for which he suffered, he was notoriously prophane, and 
almost illiterate. Bnt during his confinement, and the 
interval of preparation for death allowed after trial, he 
attended 50 much .to a devout perusal of the Holy Scrip
tures, that ·he could read the Sacred V olllme with facility, 
/·xplain it to his unhappy companions in an edifying man
ner, and even select the chapters most appropriate to their 
sad condition. The time of execution appeared marked 
with horror suited to the awful scene. The malefactors 
had to pass two miles to the gallows, and, although the 
former part of the day was serene and fine, of a sudden, as 
thtly approached the place, the sky was covered with 
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clouds, and a storm of thunder followed with copioui 
rain, attached additional terrors to their ignominious 
catastrophe. 

The case of these, unhappy individuals, no doubt, looks 
extraordinary, in deep-laid blood-guiltiness. The shook
ing depravity of Mrs. Spooner, was truly surprising, and 
it must be estimuted that her hostility to her husband was 
fostered in hatred greater than could be owing to mere 
political difference of opinion. Her odium of bim must be 
truly desperate, and a reflection arises of the mischief 
frequently produced by jealousie!', and jarring strifes he
tween the parties in the wedded state. The blessing of 
connubial unanimity is great indeed, but the misfortune of 
discord in the married condition, cannot be described. As 
in the case of the Spooners, it generates vengeful distrac
tions, and death itself in all his terrors! This discord by 
degrees begets deadly feuds, and our great Poet has dE"
picted it as one of the immediate prominent effects of the 
fall of ollr first Parents from angel-like innocence, when 
the arch-enemy' having succeeded in perverting E\'c's 
mind-- . 

----Back to the thick('t slunk 
The guilty serpent, ~nd well might, for F'rf' 
Intent now, wholly on her taste, nought (·lse 

Regarded! --------

The rupture of brotherly-affection, which ought to make 
mankind in general kindly-affectioned each to the other, 
pursuant to the oblig'alions of the bond of peacC', was the 
next mark of human degeneracy noted by the sublime 
bard before-mentioned, in the beautiful colouring of his 
pencil, whereby he sketches for Adam a melancholy pros·_ 
peet of the miserable and murderous animosities of hia 
posterity, as the immediate tons('quchc::es owing to his myn 
ill-fated disobedience. 
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---------- So yiolenl"'e 
I 

Proceeded, am! opposition, and sword.law 
Through aU the plain, and r«>fuge none was found. 

Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting turn'd full sad; 0 what are thpse, 

Death's Ministers, not mPll, who thus df':d death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

'fen thousand.fold the sin of him who slew 
His brother: for of whom such mas:ooacre 

).Iake they but of their brethren, m~n of men? 
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CHAP. XI. 

, 
'. 

Author (~{ler escaping from C01rfinement, joins the Brilisl, 
Army at New York. Account of .lYew lork. Dellgate. 
General (,'ahert. Sir 11 enry Clinton. Charlestown. 
SfJUlh Carolina. Treatment of Negro Slar:es ill th~ 
Stales. General Gatts. British Army arl'ir:es at lork
lUli.:ll. Capitulation oj Lord Cornwallis . 

.. 
HAVING in my Ameriean Journal, given a detailed 

account of my escape from Rutland into N ew York, and 
my entering to sen"e in the Regimcnt of ROJal 'VeIch 
Fusilecrs, I sball decline at present, to relate the particu
lars of it. It was, no doubt, truly pleasing to regain my 
liberty, and join my friends and fellow-soldiers in New 
York, after the hardships and sutrerings 'we endured iin~ 
our beooming prisoners at Sarato~a. 

Ncw York city, at that time, although much infcrior to ' 
, its present advanced condition, was vcry respectable in 

point of commercial improvements. It is said at pre.;;ent 
to extend more than two miles on East River, but is 
short of lhat length on the banks of t.he Hudson, at the 
confluence of which rivers this capital town is built, on 
the South East part of York Island. New York probably 

'then was by the half below its prcsent magnitude and im,
portance. The plan of the streets i~ not done altogether 
on the regular scale of the New N. American cities, 7:i:. 

forming in the aggregatc a square, and crossing each the 
other at right angles. There is a want of this )"egularity 
in the old streets, but thos~ are made since the peace in 
1782, on th ~ then unoccupied grounds, are nearly pa
ralled, and intersect thoug'h not at right angles, from river 
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to river. The pleasantest part of the town i'l Broadway, 
occupying the height between the aforesaid rivers, and 
having, where the fort formerly stood, an elegant briel, 
edifice for the residence of the Governor of the State. 

N ew York suffered much in demolition during hos
tilities, but since the war, the ruined parts have heef! re
built u~JOn a better scale. The houses are mostly of brick 
with tiled roofs. Originally the architecture was done in 
the Dutch faslllon, but for many years back the Engl~sh 
stile of building has been adopted with good effect. The 
grandest edifice of N ew York is Federal Hall, if for 
nothing else, rendered famous for hadHga beautiful gal
lery l~ feet deep, guarded by all iron ra!ling, in which 
General "\Vashington, at the head of the Senate and Re
presentative Body, tooli his oath of Office a~ President, at 
the commencement of the Federal Con-;titution, i\ pril 
SOth, 1789. The public bui!d~ngs, are in S'eneral good, 
among which the Colll'g'e deserves particular notice. It 
,,'as founded before the Revolution, with liberty to confer 
the usual deg'rees granted in the British Universities. Its 
Charter provides, that the }>reRident shall always be a 
Protestant, but the professors take no test in the matter 
of religious persuasion, anel the advantages of the institu
tion are opened to students of all religious descriptions. 
It was called at first King's College, but since N. America 
became independent Columbia College, and it consists of 
two faculties, one of Arts and the other of Physic. New 
York being surrounded by water, is pleasant and healthy, 
eompared to other American towns, being refreshed with 
cooling sea breezes in Summer, and furnished with a com
paratively better and more temperate air in winter. Its 
situation is fa~oUrable to trade 'in times of peace, but in 
war, it stands in need of a protecting marine force. One 
of the greatest inconveniences of the inhabitants is a w~nt 
of good water, there being- but few wells. The cit1 is 
supplied for the most part ft·om a curious spring almost a 
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IHhe' dista~t, which is. distribute~' to,' *~,people -o~t,o~ a 
large pump or reservOll' formed for the p~rposeo,f recmy
ing it at the head of Queen-street. The average quantity 
of water drawn daily is 110 bogsheads of 130 gallons 
each, and in some hot days of Summer 216 hogsheads have 
been d:ralvn from it. It is singular' that there never is 
more than three feei depth of water in the well, which is 
about 20 feet' deep from the top and four in diametel'. 
, I'arrived ~~ this city 25tb Nov. 1778, during which lear 
we went on several important expeditions, and ha4 Ol~r 
camp in different parts of York Island, and once ncar' 
Harlem, contiguous to which is the remarkable Straight. 
of Hellgate, alwaY8 attended with whirlpool:>; and a'roar
ing of the waters. The tremendous eddy is owing to the 
narrowness and crookedness of the passage, where the 
waves are tossed on a bed of rock extending across it, and 
not to. the co~flict of meeting tides as was heretofore 
thoug'ht, because the tides are now known to meet at 
Frog'S Point sonie miles above. Skilful pilots have (not
withstanding the peril of the passage) conducted vessel» 
of great burden at high water with the tide,' and at low 
\vatet', with a favouring wind through it. A tradition is 
rrported to obtain among the J ndian tribes, that in days of 
yore, their ancestors could step fi'om rock to rock over the 
adjacent arm of the sea to Hellgate. The horrible ap
pearance of the Straight, no doubt, sugg.ested the appella
ti~n given to it. 'Vithin it ,the whirl of the cllrrent causes 
a vast boiling motion, which is called the Pot. On one side 
are sunken rocks designated The Hog's Back, and on the 
other a point of similar danger, denominated the Frying 
Pan. 

The following Anecdote is related of a black Man, 'tb~ 
pilot of the Experiment of 50 gun~, who took her throug'h 
the passage, to the great astonishment of Loru Howe. . At 
the moment of the greatest danger, Sir James 'Vallace, the 

I i 



Captain ~ve ~ome ordEtfs on tbf( (lUactet-~ecJ~. lvhich in 
mungo's opinion, intf-rfe,fed with the duties. of his 0" Jl 

office~ Advancing therefore to Sir J,al11eS, and g~ntl'y 
tapping him on tile ~houlder) 'l\fassfl", sai~ ~> .yO,! no 
speak here!' The Captai~ fel~ th~' fl!l,l fOJc~ , or t~ 
brave fcllow"~ reIQonstran~e; al1c;i to th.~ e~~~e~ sur
prise of all those a~qua~~tcd ~ith th*: difJic~U'y of Dal'i

gating a ship thr~>ugb ~I,ell-gate2 t~e Negro caqied. the 
Experiment safe to !' ~w Y or\i.. Thc a;(~d~ioR of t~ii 
ship was a most seasonablC( reinforce,mcn.t to, t~ little 
fleet under Lord How~. And so highly did, his Lord,
ship appre~iate the skill and arlrenturons spirit of the 
Negro' pilot, that he settled on him an annui~ty of .£~ 
{or life. Had the Experiment takeN any ot~er but t~i~. 
un\lsnru ~out, she wou,1d inflllliblJ have fal~J.l into the 
hands of the e~my, as she 4te\'wardS. di~ in ~be course 
of the war. 

A British frigate-, )css fortunate tha~ the Expet:i'fllent, 
which attell)pted this p~ssage d~rWg the war, was, totally 
lost. 

Two French frigates. blocked tip in New Yor~, I)J thtr 
Leander and another Englil'h ship of war,. gave. their 
~ntagonists the slip., by pu~hil)g through tIl;S d~l1g~ou~ 
channel. By wh,ich. perOous, dexterity in sailing, they 
avoide(} an encc;>~nter w~th Britisb' ta~~ 

It walii about tbis period:. of tbe waf tha~ H~I,"ry' Calved, 
Esq. now Lieuten~nt (j.ene~l ~n4 A.djutant ~eneral9f 
the' British forc~~, j~ine~ ou.r ~egim~nt. I remembe~ 
tha.t I was ~h~ serjean~ appo~nted' to th~ first . guru:d. . 
which l,e mot,lnted after joining us. A.t that t;'ar'Iy ag~ 
he e'xhibited specimens gf the abiJity and professio~p.! 
kO(~wledg~ ,yh~ch ~~d, him to the h.gh rank ~ hqJds . 
in the s~rvice, '!lththe favo~r of his m~jes~y, a:np til~ 
attachment o( F~eld Marsh~.1, his ~j(hD~~S th~ :Q,'!~~ ~t 
Y()rk. 
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The A.u'tlI(1r ha~ derived peculiar ad\antage from 1t~ 
ltilid cond~sce&i'oi1;" in recognising him after a lapSe of 
:reaH; since he thug-lit- by his side; and lind the grntifi
dUon bf being particularly noticed by hhii fot soldierly 
conduct in action. General Calvert was from. the out
~et of his miiiWy" lite, cildt'ared to the men illider his 
cotninand,'and it ought to be inentidrled to his honour 
that he ahvays appb~ed pteased on any ()ccasion of 
beneBting an old soldier for his past seniccs. 

In the latter Pat't "of 1 ;79 \\I'C sailed to South Carolina 
under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, took the City 
of Charlestown, and leavil1g the command to Lord 
Cornwallis, Sir Ii. rehii'ned to New Yark. . 

Sir Heni-y Clinton, had the best opportunities, which 
he 'ttuly improved of atquiting iiIilital'Y science and ex
perience. He served as Aid-De-Camp to Plince Fet'dinand 
of Brunswick, in several Campaigns, and that gteat 
~Jeneral held hint in much esteein, as a very proniising 
officer. In the year 1162, we find him appointed 
Colonel, and in 1772 raised to the rank of Major Gene· 
ral. Having such early advantages in his profe~sion, 
and being a nelir telati\-e of his Grace the Duke ot 
Newcnsde~ it is not surprising that It-e was chosen to !i;(W 

high a comnumd in the American conftict, in \vbich he 
, evidenced tne ardout of soldierly spirit and excellent 

generalship on different occasions. To General Clinton 
was particularly owing the confusion into which Gene· 
tal Lee was thrown, at the battle of Monmouth, a con· 
fusion dit;graceful to that able officer in A merica. A Hcr " 
his retreat from Philadelphia has been applauded as a 
masterpiece of military skill, aud mallreuvre. To such 
rare qualifications as a Commander, his humane difiposi. 
Hon and conciliating manner~ gave the best effect, an~. 
rendered bim unhrersally beloved by the army. Two 
of his sons are at present ~('n ing with distinguished 

2I~ 
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Cl~('d~t to Hlem~ehe!! and advantage to their native country. 
One holds t~e respectable rank of Quartermaster Geller~ 
of Ireland, and the other, who ranks as A"jutant Gene
ral of lrdand, J~ on actual service in Spain and 
Portug-al. * 

CHARLESTOWN is situated on the tongue of land 
formed by the confluence of the riven, Ashley and Cooper, 
which make a commodious harbour for ships, and meet 
the ocean below Sullivan's-island. The agitation of the 
bwelling tides in these rivers is great, which, with plea
sant sea breezef', renders the City peculiarly healthful com
pared with the low country in the southern districts. 
Charrestown is therefore much resorted to by people of 
distincti0n from the states, and invalids from the 'Vest 
India Islands. The inhabitants are ,characterised for hos
pitality, urbLlllity and enlightened minds, and it ought to 
be men:ioncd in their praise that, during hostilities, the 
importation of books and all the new improvements of 
the arts in the 01d world, were not only allowed but 
en('ouraged as before. 

On tbe dny of our arrival at John's Island, near 
Charlestown, 1 was sent on a command with tbe chief 
Engineer to explore whet.ll('r or nnt the rh'er was na\'i
gable for prm·ision-boats. We proceeded in tpe interior to 
a plantation, on which I addressed • .1. working-81a\e, who 
actually appean~d so l'ude and debared from civilizing; 
interconrse, that the unfortunate human creature could 
not make himself intl'll ig'ihle to us in Euglish. lIe 

. ~cmed to COnYCfSe with his fellow negroes in a bar-

-1'1* '1\ h":liToknt di~position appears to belong to tllf' 

('lipton famil), as IJis father. who Iwd be('n CO\'ernor of 

~f~'V YOlk, .... as· riot only admind but almo.t hlolind hy ; 
bt" I.!-'ople of that state. 
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barous giherisl1 which evidently was npver improved by 
learneil men, to entitle, it to the distinction of what ought 
to be called a language. 

The condition of this inhumanly oppressed race of 
men was then in' several, and still continues in some of 
the Southern States of North America distressful in the 
extreme. It is honourable to the British empire to 
have abolished this disgraceful tyranny in her own 
territorial dependencies, and to discourage it by all 
means among the nations with whom she cultiyates the> 
relations of amity and . pe~c('. In the meridians of 
Afi-ica, where these wretched indi,riduals used to be takt'l\ 
and bought like beasts of burden for the West India 
markets, ahominable crimes against humanity, haye 
been for ages pas~ committed with impunity in further
ance of this trade in hlood. Tlw t'xertions of the Sierr:1 
Leone company.(at the hoad of which M.a"" \rilberforce 
stood like a messenger of mercy from a hetter cOllntr.y, 
pleading the cau"'£, of human nature!) have regularly 
recorded a yearly catalogue of thE' alludt;d to unmerci
ful offences, and tl1('ir report opened the eyes of 
Europe, and awakened the honest syli~pathies of the in
habitants of the British islands, to heal the -.:Hi·ican 's 
wounds, ru,d ow 11 the man of colour as a fellow bein~ 
and a brallier. 

It is astolli"hing that a country like ~orth Amerir,l, 
which profeSSe!i tv cherish ci,,-il liberty and to a-:sprt 
the freedom alld hOllour of human nature, would not, 
(if,for nothing bllt a sense of shamf') take the exampl~ 
of the aholition alluded to. Some of tbe Xorthcrn State!l 
haye indccll abolished the sla,'e trade, but the South£'nI 
States still keq) the slayery of their Blacks as the rig-ht 
of their jllh~ritance. Time no doubt, WillOpCll the 
gat~s of nwrcy in all the earth for the sons of Africa" 
hut in . th~_ me~ntime the peopl,e, of .North A i1lerica 
~hou!d l~,otl kcf'p tIll' d)or~, ofl;:{)' shut on this pOl'tivll 

." ,\ •• I 



or 'theit teUb"," er~atures. It wbuld sei:-tn tbal th~ 
heat of the Clitnate al'ound the Gtobe by some m"am 
ptoves instrumental to the tyrannical indolence of the 
great, and the inhuman ill-treatment df th~ humble in 
life. So it is eveh in tbe few latitudes whicb demark 
tb~ States of America, by 1\'hich it is dcsigilated 
North and South. 

In South Carolina, as well as tilt' WeRt Iitdies~ the 
Master J>Ianler regards his slaves as the Grazier and 
Farmer here does his live stock. The male n~gtocs are 
valued in proportion to their bodily strength, and health, 
and the females are estimated in 'price aecording to 
their fecundity. The infant negro is th.e Planter's f1rt>
perfy, and when born is ""'ortb a ycar's service of itl 
Qlother, who is worked three fo~rths of the. time 'be her 
pregnancy. 

An inthnt slave averages in price at from 30 to 40 
Dollars, and of course his value encreases. as he grows 
in strength and years. 'A strong youthful negro is 
reckoned ,,'orth from 3 to 400 Dollais, and a working 
wench at a rate by one fourth less than the male: The 
first week of tIle year is used as a fait for the sa1e 
and purchase of negro slaves, some for life, others for 
a limited term, pursuant to the compacts of the pro
prietors and purchasers. 

They are put up to auction or public sale like horses 
or kine, and the Sheriff' ot the district usually acts iii 

the Auctioneer or' Salesman in the Smithfield of human 
merchandize! 

TIle poor negro must work in the wet rire lands 
and swamps during the day under a burning sun, whicft 
his m;rster can hardly endure in the shade, arid whiclt 
would soon cause the mortality of white work-men 
so abused. 

The punisllments of negroes are done with ferocioul 
inflictions, whkh frequently prove fuial tQ the sla,-e, to 



~h0111 ~th himself b~~ome!i kiJld iA q~ciJ,lg }'int, i'om 
his lllhwnao ~-nmstef, ~n,I gi~ bilQ ;I .. ~l~se ~ 

~here the p~ is. a\ li,b~rty, ~n4, t~~ ~~4 fiRJl 
r~p41~e. the ~,d~ q.( a ~\'e ii uot cW>a)'fed. 19·. ~ 
t~~ J~w.: p7Qvi,tJes ~n ot,hcr: ~tries as ~ (Hl~ftlt.f., ~h~ 
~lJ(~~~{\" is mulc«:d, in c£5Q, a~ in ~ nws\ ~,,\'~ 
ca~ b~ i,s fil,l.~ iq ~ul,~~ thf? amO\lqt. 

The' following ~e a.~veJjt'~IJ~!i ~r ~.oes of' sA"~ 
a~ pt blis~r~ in '~h~ . C.~19wn N;ew~p~~s.., 

, pO ii,@! 

~ r~e Sale of the S~, M1lI"~'s Cargf;) 9,( 25Q pr.ilP..e, 
~o~go SI3;ves will co~mtm~ ~I,l. ~3t(d tbe ~ia. 
S~Pi ~ QeJ:eI:'s: Sout~ Wharf this cJa.v, ~. 9th 
l,nstant, and w,iJl ~ cont~~d every diU fSuwials. 
~:x~pted) qntil ~ wbole ar~ So~. , 

"Gl,B~O~ ~ ~nQ~})J!'qo~.~· p 

S~ptemb(r, 2tk, 1805. 

CONGO SLA V-ES. 

p- The Sale or the ShiP. Ariel'~ Cargo of 260. v.et:t. 
prime Congo Slaves, is continued on board said. 
vessel at VanpeFholl~'s ~arf. 

.Jlugust, 14th,. 

'CONGO SLA V~S,. 
P' The Sale of th~ Sllip Est.h~'~~~9J of 370 ver, 

prime Congo Slaves, is continued on board said 
Ship at Y'\~~~ W~rf. 

'WILLIAM BOYD.' 

" 

These three cargo~ ~~; tpg.etl!~ &80.; fdJAw «~tures . u 

on sale like ~~~ ia a, fM"J W. 1M sllMll city of 
Charlestown! ! ! 
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This slave market is open every day in the year, 
except Sundays, as Messrs. Gibson and Broadfoot piously 
observe, by public auction, private contract, or by waJ 
of barter. A horse for a man, or a man for a horse, 
i8 a common exchange, and thus these miserable ob
jects are driven aboutfi'om owner to owner, at the ca
price of their fellow merr; --Nay they even become the 
!italie of the gamester, who, with unconcern, attaches their 
Jate to the cast of a die, or the turn of a· card. 

The degrading barter of human beings, advertised 
and sf'! to sale in the markets of a country calling it
lelf free and fri{'ndly to human liberty, looks barbarous 
perhaps to a Turk or Asiatic, who, one would estimat<', 
ought to be familiarized to all the gradations of sla
"ish aba~ement ill the world. 'fhe matter of the ad
vertisements brought to the 'Vriter's remembrance, a . 
few pathetic stanzas of appropriate Poetry, under the 
title of the NEGRO BOY. 

An African Pl'inc~, after llaving arri ved in England, 
being asked what h~ had given for Ius 'Vatch? Answered, 
"what I will never give again; I gave a fille boy, 
tor it!" , 

When avarice enslaves 'the mind, 
And selfish views alone b{'ar sway, 
Man turns a savage to his kind, 
And blood and rapine mark his way. 

Alas! for this poor simple toy, 
I sold a hapless Negro Boy_ 

His Father's hope, his Mother's pride, I. 

Th.o' black, yet comely to the view, 
I tore him helpless from their side, 
And gave him to a ruffian crew, 

To fiends that Aerie's coast annoy~ 
I told the hapless Negro Bo.!!_ . 
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}<'rom Country, friends, and parents torn; 

His tender limbs in chains confin'd, 

I saw him o'er the billows borfle, 

And marll'd his agony of mind: 

But still to gain thill simple toy 

I gave the . weeping. Neg1'o Boy. 

In isles that deck ,the western wave, 

I doom'd tIle hapless youth to dwell: 

A poor, forlorn, insulted slave! 
A bpast that Christians boy and sell! 

A nd in their cruel tasks employ 

The much enduring Negro Boy. 

His wretched parents long shall mourn, 

Shall long explore the distant main, 

In hfllpe to see the youth return; 
But all their hopes and sighs are vain: 

They neyer shall the sight enjoy 
Of their lamented Negro Boy. 

Bpneath a tyrant's harsh command, 

He' wears away hi,; youthfiJl prime, 

Far distant from his native land, 

A stranger in a foreign clime: 

No pleasing thoughts his mind employ 
A poor d(jected Negro Boy. 

Bllt lIE who walk.s upon the wind, 

Whose voice in thunder's heard on high, 

Who doth the raging tempest bind, 

And hurl the lil;htlling thro' the sky, 
In his own time will sure destroy 

Th' oppressor" of a Negro Bo~. 

257 

In· America, which, it'may be said, exclusivelyarro. 
gates to itself ~tbe honour of popular freedom and nati
onal independence, it is calculated there is one million 
of slaves, besides some dlOusands of Europealt emigrants 
who are in the habits of bartering personal liberty for 

J(k 
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a term of years in order to. be uken acro!;s tlJe-Atlantic 
fo the Stat~s. On this subject it is worthy of obsep
vat ion that it is pretended to l'epresent this degraded. 
portion of the N ort:ll' American population in Congrrs." 
which amount'S to a tyrannical mockery, making the 
very name of freedom ridiculous;* for if a human be
ing is deprived of personal liberty, assuredly he is denied 
or debared from the great original rights of human nature 
in all the earth. Slavery in Turkey,. Egypt and the 
East is mudt better circumstanced, a-; there slaves are· 
not so numerous, and are not worked so laboriously, 
their chief employment co:g~istjng in attending upon. 
their owners. 

Besides in Asia and' Africa, the IJatnre, nay more 
tlie name of Jiberty,. is a' good deal unknDwn. 

Strang~rs to liherty 'tis tru<',. 
But that d(<iight they nel'f'T k~,,', 

And, therefore, neyer miss'd! 

Is it not extraordinary that the regeneration of political! 
life, which America made, and makes such a loud 
boast of, should be WOl'.;;e than, the old constitution of' 
fi'cedom, as it regards the commonwealth at large ancl 
indi \iduals in particulall in. the British isles! E,'en an. 
terior to the abolition of the West J ndia trade in shives" 
slarery was banished from,. and could not ~tand a moment 

* In Virginia the whites are rated 4'0, H;O }(,ss than tlie 
same order of men in Massachusetts, and yet in conse. 
quence of the abundance of negro slaves, who are after alt 

. a~araged in the gross amount of the people, Virginia. 
sends five R£'presentatins to Congress, more than those 
:rent by Massathusetts which ab.olished sla.very. 
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on th~ shores or soil of great Britain, Ireland, or 
the other islands which class along' with them, as the 
ag'gl'egate ground of our Empire at llOme. 

Slaves cannot breathe in Englarul., if theit' lungs 
Re(;ei'le our air, that moment they ·are free; 
Thf'y touch ,our country and their shackles fall, 
That's noble, and bespeaks a nation proud, 

And j€alous of the blessing. Spread it then, 

And let it circuL.'\te through 4-""y win 
Of all your f'm.pire; that where Britain's ,pow~;r 
Is fd t, mankil~d may fcelhel' mef.~y too:! 

'Vithout detailing this cruel traffic farther I shall 
finish the consid£'ration of it by an ('xtract ii'om the 
work of an A merican Clergyman, "ho cannot be sus~ 
pected of fabricating' or mistating' facts to sc~mdalize his 
native country,* 

"Much has been written of late 'to sllCw {be injnst'ice 
and iniquity of enslaying the Africans, so much so as 
to render it unnecessary here to say any thing on that 
part of the sn~jcct. "'e canllot howcver forbear intro
ducing' a few obsei'vatlons r-esp£'d ing the influence of 
slavery upon policy, .morals and mauners. From re
peated and accurate caleulations, ;t has been founo, 
that the expense of' maintaining a slayc, espeerally if we 

include the purchase money, is much gn-atel' than that 
'Of maintaining a Freeman, and the lahour of the Free
man; influenced by the powerful moti;'c of gain, is at 
least twice as profitable to the t"mplo}el' 8:8 that of the 
slave. Besides slaycry is the barre of imluf;try. It 
)'enders labour a.mong the whites not only ullfushionable, 
but disreputable. Industry is the offspring of ncces
-sity; and indolence, which strilies at the root of all 
social and political happincss, is the unhappy con~,. 

..qu~llce of slavery. 

* Mr. Jf'ditliah l\'Io'if'. 

~ K 2 
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These obsen'ations, without addiitg any thin •. UpOl) 

the injustice of the practice, shew that slavery is im
politic. Its influence on manners and morals is equally 
l)erlllClOlI~. 

The JlCgTO wenches in many, perhaps I may say in 
most instancef.;, are nurses to their mistress'8 children. 
The inflmt bahe, as soon as it is born, is delivered to 
its black nurse, and perhaps seldom or never takes a 
drop of its mother's milk. 

The children, by being brought up and constantly as
sociating with the negroes, too often imbibe their low 
ideas, and vitiated manners and morals; and contract a 
JlcgTaish kind of accent and dialect, which they often 
carry with them through life. A mischief common, in 
a greater or l('~s degree, in all the Southern States, at 
which humanity and decency blushes, is the crinlinal inter
coms!' between the whites and blacks. 

"The enjoyment of a negro, or mulatto woman," says 
a tran'lIer of obsern:.tion "is spoken of as quite a com
mon thing." K 0 reluct;:mce, delicacy, or s11ame appears 
ahout the matter. It is far from heing uncommon to 
see a gentleman at dinner, and hii reputed son a slave, 
waltlllg at fIe table. "I mJ8elf," says the writer, 
"saw two instances of this kind, and the company 
would wry i:tu tiollsly trace t};e features of the father 
~nd mother in the child, and very acurately point out 
the ch.H:actl.:}'stic resemhlance. The fathers, neither or 
them hlu5iled, or !Seemed disconcerted. They were call
('d men of v, orth, politellc~s and humanity. Strange 
pen-er:--!.:m of telll~': and language! The Africans are 
faid to iJ(' inferior in point of sense, understanding, 
I!f'ntiment, and feeling, to white people; hence the one 
infers a rig'ht to insla ve the other. The African labours 
night and day to c~Hect a small pittance to purchase 
the fi'cedom of his child: tIle white man begets hi~ like
nesf', and with much indifference and dignity of soul, 
lees h;:-; otrcprin\5 ill bondnge and mi~f.:ry, nor nUI]..el 

.-, 
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one effort to' redeem his own blood. Choke fost.! for 
satire! Wide room for burlesque! Noble game for wit! 
Sad cause for pity to bleed, and for humanity to weep, 
unless the enkindled blood enfiame resentment, and 
vent itself in execrations!" 

After the departure of General Clinton, and Lord Corn
wallis's taking the command of our arrny in South 
Carolina, and our marching to Camden, where we stopped 
'some time, the whole of the aqjacent co.untry appe<lreg 
to be pacified, but in fact there was no real tranquillit.Y, 
as the vengeful spirit of disaffection and revo.lt freqllcntlJ 
broke out. Numbers o.f Uu.> people who. took arms and 
fought in furtherance o.f the Colonialcallse, callie in and 
o.btained written pro.tections, o.n their taking', an o.hh.g·a
tion to presen-e allegiance and good o.rder in futuTc. 
On this su~ject it may not be vuinteresting to observe 
that three o.f the above mentioned desert,ption, who all-ail· 
cd thcmsehes o.f the alllnesty published and granted by 
Lord Corm\ allis, being' found aftcrwat'd fig'hting Hgain!>i 
FomC' of the Royal troop" in the neighbourhood of 
Call1l..1p n, were taken prisoners, convicted and senten red 
to sufit,l' death fOl' br('akill;~' thccOllditioflS of clemency' 
,,,hirh they themselycs -petitioned for, Ulid SOl(,1111:~y PI'O,. 

mi6ed to ohscne. Every preparation was made for 
their execution, and the}' were actually in progress tc> 

f!uff'u on the gallo.ws which had been erccted to e-xc). 

cute them, when _Lord CArnwalli·, benevolcntiy iH;,'~" 

pOf';ed ar.d, p<,lrdoned them. It is impossible to de'icMhe 
their excess of joy on tllcir unexpected ('<)cnpc fi"Dm 
death: they prn)ed for the prosperitJof the ki11g: and 
Lord Cornwal1i~, and loudly declared; that so. far fi'om 
continuin2; enemic!'> to the British, they '\vo,dd risk t!lf'ir 
Ihcs and properties to promo.te his Majesty\; empire in 
tbe 8tale~. . 
,. It wa'i at tbis time, viz. 10th, August 178Q,that the 
.cnlorable battle of Camden was fougH: which bl'OHght 
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General G:ate~ into a degree of disgraee with tlif' em. 
gt°ess, which whether or not he merited, smt bim into 
privacy from the military profession during the re!'irlue 
of his life. His good fortune in the North, which cn
abled him to cover General Burgoyne with discomfiture, 
obtained for llim a superior command in the South, a 
scene, where in his turn, hE' was signally discomfite~ 
by Lord Cornwallis. This dereat decided his military 
~areer, as it does not appear he e\'er after solicited or 
",'as called to a command during the war in America. 
He was it is true taking measures and maldng disposi. 
tiens for renewing hostilities, until he was noticed offi· 
dal1y to re!;ign in General Green's favour. It is worthy 
ot" remark that Congress invariably betrayed suspicions of 
their General Officers, in the case of theil' being English. 
men by birth, 8S Ge~al Gates was. W'ere they not 
influenced by jealous apprehensions, one must think, 
they would not have displaced him for his want of 
success in the action at Camden, as his previous sue· 
cesses deserved fur him the greatest confidence from the 
States.* 

General Gates seemed to lle aware of the motives of 
Congress, and no doubt (although he silently retired) 
turned away to his private affairs in di~gust with polio 
tical and party distractions. He had, indeed done his 
btmost for his .adopted counhy, although in the instance 
of his being superseded, . it refused to confide in him al 
it would in a less capable and honourable American. 

General Gates was considered a scholar, a soldier 
and a gentleman. He mllst have received a valuable 
military cducati()n in his early youth, having acquired 
the rudiments and first knowledge of the profession oC 
arms,:,.~n .one of the then. best schools of Europe, viz. 
under Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. He went to 
North America long before the revolution as a Captain 
in a marching regiment, and entertained such a fond par. 

. * See Author's Journal of the Anlerican 'Var, ~age 302. 
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tintity for the 'Vestern hemisphere, that 011 retuming to 
England h~ sold his commission,. and proceeded back to 
ih" States to settle there for life. It wa,s, no doubt, 
wen for the Colonies to ltave the opportunity of such 
an individual to take command at the commencement of 
hostilities. His abilities and ~cess evidenced the wi;;;
c\( m ot Congress ill appointing him a commander, but 
their capricious disapprobation of him afterwards published 
1heir low suspicions. 

General Gates must have expected reward, at least 
gratitud~ for his successful efforts, and to be cashiered 
for one adverse engagemeI)t, could not fail to fill his 
bosom with chagrin. The excelleney of his mind and 
disposition enahled him to exhibit n{) resentment, and 
thus his equanimity supplied more satisfaction at sucll 
a time than the magnanimity of some baughty chief could 
afford when indignant at ill-treatment. He· .~arly chose 
the States as hi!i country, and he cannot be tholl'&'ht to 
tal"e up arms in the Colonial war without true affection 
for America. 

In the great conflict, and indeed in his general con~ 
duct he maintained the cbaracter of ingenuous integrity; 
and we have no reason to deny him the credit of 
being what he professed to be, in a letter to General 
Lee, viz. "ready to risque his life to. preserve the 
liberty of the Western 'V o.rld/' lIe concludes the 
letter alluded to with the. following emphatic aIlfl 
Patriotic lines: 

On this condition would I build my fame, 
And emulate the Greek. and Roman nama; 
Think freedom's rights bought cheaply with my blood,. 
And die with pl~asure fQr my c:ouotry's good. 

Since tb~'('ngag:mE.'nt at Camden, we traversl!d nearly 
)500 miles; during which we fought the severe action 
of Guildford C'ourt-llouie, which haa been pal'ucularl[ 
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detailed in the Author's American Journal; and' on th~ 
22d of September, 1781, our army arril-ed at York-town 
in the state of Virginia. At this co~juncture, the, Colo
nial force, aided by the French under Count Rocbarn
beau, amounted to nineteen thousand effective men, who 
followed to make an attack on us in our lines. Not
with~bnding the \'Cry great superiority, (the British arm~' 
consisting of not more than Five thousand fighting men) 
they did not imnwdiatel.v attack, although Lord C{lt!1wallis, 
as appears hy th!· underwritten extract or a letter in 
cyphers to Sir ] lenry Clinton, was' prepared to gin· 
battle: 

"I ha\'e ventured tlw"e last two day's to look Gene
ral,rashington's \\hole iorcc in the Hl('e, in the position on 
the outf;ide C)f my "orks, and I l:a\'e tIle pleasure to a:;<';l!rt' 
your Excellency that there wa" htlt one \vi~h through
out the -,.lIole army, which was thnt the enemy would , 

On the 30th of Sf'ptemher the Siege commenced, and 
not until the 6th of October did the enemy finish his first 
parale! covering our whole left fianli, distant ahout six 
llUlldred yards. On the 9th in the evening their hat
teries opened . 
.;. On the night of the 11 th, the enemy began their ~e
cond parale], nearer to us hy three hundred yards, and 
after making several severe attempts on the evening of 
the 14th, they assaulted and carried two redouhts, which had 
been advanced to retard their approaches and to co,·er oUf 
left. In this state of things, reduced in force and disabled 
to withstand his adversaries, Lord Cornwallis thought it 
would be a wanton sacrifice of his brave little army to 
continue the conflict, and therefo~e, with the advice of 
his officers, he resolVed to capitulate. Previous to the 
taking of the redoubts our army by sickness and actual 
losses of filen in the enemy's attacks, and. in sorties; suffered 
so much that Lord C~rm~allis's ,prospect of-attaining any 
object by, lighting, particularly when the redoubts were 
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taken, was hopeless in the extreme. The cncBlY made 
-great .sacrifices to aggravate the -evils of the extremity in 
-which they pressed on us, and for this purpose, an CRm· 

lation was raised between -the French and Americans by 
leading them to the attack seperately, to excite extl'aor
dinary exertions. 

"Thp foe descends like torrents from the hll!"s, 

And nll the neighbouring "ale tumultuous fills, 
Opposing cannon tell th' approaching storm, 

And working armies ta.ke a dreadful form!" 

The Royal Welch Fuzilcers were greatly exposed te 
-*he fire oC a battery of nine gUlls which neared us about 
the distance of 50, or 60 yards. At the commencement 
of tbe campaign this regiment was 500 strong, but thea 
it was reduced to about I ~O, who had to maintain their 

- post on tbis galling occasion, as they did with great gal
lantry, until we were entirely exhausted, and the lVriter 
of this Memoir was so worn out that he could no longer 
stand, and was at length relieved by a non-commissioned 
officer, who, in a few minutes after, fdl by a b3H sent fl"OlU 

a nine pounder. The Author of cours~ comidered his. 
being taken away from his post by excess of fatigue as an 
interposition of that providence which shielded him from 
in-;tant dissolution frequeI.ltly before .. 

"God of my life whose gracious power, 
Tlno' scenes of death my Soul hath led.. 

Or turn'd aside the fatal hour, 

Or lifted up my sinking hca.d. 

In all my ways thy hand I own~ 
Thy ruling Proviuence I sec: 
Assist me still my course _t~ Tun, 

And stin ~rect my path~ to thl:('," 
IJ 1 
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CHA.P .. XII. 
ACCOUtlt Of General IIamiltoll, and Aaron Burr. Au

thor· luIS all l!ffer of Land to become a setl/u in Ketl~ucky. 
Account oj Daniel Boone. Kentuck;!h emigrations to it 
from tlu: States. Emigrations from Eun;pe to Nortll 
America. Populotian and extent of tI,e States. Anle'l'icall 
Lnarader. Army esta~lishmC11t. Rates of pay. to tIle 
Soldiery. Salaries of State QJlicet's. Conclusion. 

At this advanced stage of hostilities the continuance 
of the war had improved the Colonial armies in deci
pline and steadines, and afforded their officers sufficient 
opportunity to acquire skill and capacity. These militar .• 
acquisitions were evidenced in taking the above mention
ed redoubts in particular, which was do'ne by parties 
commanded bya Frendl and an American Colonel. 
The gallantry of the American officer on the occasioJl 
was great and conspicuous, and his condnct during the 
'war, and future celebrity since i\ mericil a3serted her in
dependence, was such that an accomlt of him, it is pre
sumed, will be deserving 'of perusal Ilere. He was after· 
ward raised -to the rank of General in the army, and 
~hewed excellent talents as a statesman and lawyer since 
t11e revoluti6n.· 

01 

. The ability and character of Alexander IJ a milton 
raised him to an estimation which no man, \Vashing'ton 
excepted, has obtained in America. since the revoiution. 
He was descend~d from a respectable- Scotch fan~ily, but 
was born in the \V f7st Indies, and €ame into the British 
ColoD y of N ew York at the age of 16.* Earl, in life-

* His grand..father was Alexander Hamilton, of Grange 
in Ayrshire who mar"ried Elizabeth Pollock, by w110m he
kad a numerous family.' ·James Hamilton his father was the 

l fourth son of Alexaooer, and went to the West Indies, 
where General Hamilton was born, in the Island of St. 
Vincent. His mother was an American Lady, and to her
friends he was sent as related abo,e. 
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he displayed a 'taste for literature, and, on 11is arrival, 
~nt('red" upon a course of studies with such assiduity, 
that at the age of 19.he was qualified to take the de· 
gree of batchelor of arts, in the College of New' Y ork,
and to lay a foundation,' by preparatory n-ading, for 
the profession of the law. About this timp, the Ameri· 
~an 'revolution caused l1im to exchange the long robe for 
the sword, and his principles instructed hjm to join the 
American aTmy, which he entered as a Captain or 
Artillery. His 'abilities ~oon attracted the notice of , 
General \Vauhington, who appointed him his aid-de-
camp. In this situation MI'. Hamilton sCI'ved until the 
peace. 'rhough this appointment impeded his promotion, 
yet the gratification of po<:;~<.;"ing the confidence {)f the 
commander-iu-chief was greater than his ambition for 
ran 1\. 

In the history of the ~var, we find Mr. Hamilton 
rising gradually titI, at the siege of York town, we 
perceive him Colonel, commanding' the attack of one 
of the redoubt'l. Mr.' Hamilton's conduct on that occasion 
was such as marl,.s the soldier. Previoil~lJ to the attack 
being made, it has neen said, that General La Fayette 
proposed to General '\Vashington, to put the Uritish ofliccrs 
ill the tOedoubts to death, should the Colonial troop., 
succeed in their eilort, and in the iSiiue according-Ix 
that he ordered Colonel Hamilton to execute his int('n
tion: But that the Colonel p<>rcmptoriiy d('clillCd, aHedg·. 
iug that the Americans, would always fight, hilt nerer 
commit murdero It is right to observe on the inhuman 
imputation against l,a Faydte that it has no good 
authority to gain it credit, and alsQ that the charactQr 
and life of the Marquis are t;nfficient to make the reader' 
disbelieve it. The personage so charged may be deserv
ing of blame for his revolutionary labours, but after all 
aetna I cruelty cannot be imputed to him. He wa~ brave, 
and could not,- one 11I\'5t tbink, be dn;irou;; of abandon
ing the usages of war observed by c.idlizcd nations. 

2L2 
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Besides the cli~passionate estimator of Washington's 
measures and virtues cannot hut conclude that he would 
f'pllrn stich a pl'opo;.;al if not, the proposer himself, with 

merited reprobation. " 
(h the peace, the legislature of the state of New 

York appointed Colonel Hamilton one of the represen
tatives in Congress. He now settled in tIle City of 
New Yorl,;, and commenced the practice of the Law with 
gi"('at aLilitJ and reputation, when he was again reluctantly 
drawn into public life. lIe became a member of the 
Conn'nlion "Which fi'amcd the present Constitution of 
the C nitcd States, and having tf!ken part in iliat measure, 
he eomidered himseif under an obligation to lend his ut .. 
most aid to set the machine in motion. 

Ceneral 'Yashington was unanimously called upon by " 
his country to exert his talents in the cabinet, and ac
cepted die tI'ouhlesome office of President. Here as in 
the fidd of bat: Ie, he a\"ailed bimself of the aid of" 
Hamiltcll1, W110111 he appointed Secretary of the Treasury. 
Though qualiried for this situation by eminent abilities, " 
neither he llor the President could escape the shaft~ of 
c.alumny. lJe met with tho!'ic dificnJties and ohstac1e~, 
which Uepublinm faction urigillatcs ~ but in defiance of 
.:a~e oppo~ition he advanced the trade and commerce of 
America, by (,f'tau1i!o,hing puLlic credit, and introduci!lg 
order int(' the finailces. Public office~ need notbe eagerly 
f'0u~ht in ~ilC United States. The income of l\f r. Hamil. 
ton at tl:is time was scarcely .£ 1000 sterling per annum,"' 
a ~t1m inadequate to deii'ay the expenee attending an 
Nfiice of sllch importance. The love of his country su. 
t,cr~eded aU othel" considerations: from this moti\c he 
Telincluishcd his practice at the bar, which might 11a\"e 
placed him in aOluence. HaYing established a regular 
~J"te~l of finance, the con'iideration of an encrea~ing 
fl!n:1} determined him, a'3 soon a'-; his plans were matu\' .. 
f'~\ to witlldraw from the office. 
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Accordingly, in -the year 17.05, Mr. Hamiltoh resigned 
his office of Secretary of the Treasury, with a rcputatioll 
hig-It in the estimation of every frit:nd to his country; 
yet under th~ opprobrious slander of the French faction, 
which at that time was . at the zenith of its influence. 

I 

puring. his services in the army, he became acquainted 
with the family of General Schuyler, and married hia 
second doughter, by whom be had several children. 

The cause which led to the. catastrophe that proved 
fatal to his life, was of a political nature. 

General Hamilton is said to have dropped hints of 
Aaron Burr's ambitious and treasonable de~igns, which 
the latter being apprised of, demanded an explanation 
and a public denial of the objectionable expressions. This 
satisfaction being ref~sed, Burr sent a mC~5age to fight, 
which was accepted with a proviso of delay until the 
rising of the Law-Cgurts, wherein Mr. Ha~ilton's pro
fessional sCf\'ices wer,c retained for some important suits. 
Having thus acquitted himself in what. he owed hi3 
clients and settled his fhmily atl'airs, he gave the meet~_' 
ing which t(3rminated hi!'> life. Before the due], he men
tioned to his second that he would not didmrgc his 
pistol, but stanu hi~~ adversary's fire, and according fi>ll 
wit110ul flril'::;-, lamented by the people of all the 
States_ 

Every honour which the public could pay to departed 
worth was otl'erred at his decease. A British frigate 
lying at Sandyhool{, fired minute guns, and the Fl'ench 
fi'igates oif the battery had their cololus half ma;;t high~ 
The shops in New York city were shut, and in short 
a general unfeiA"ned mourning prevailed among the in
hahitant~, The Coroner's inquest brought their verdict 
"\Vilful murder against Aaron Burr Vice-president of 
the United States," and a Warrant was issued to appre
hend him. BlHT ho\,-evel' was enabled to escape, as the 
pprties fought in the state of New Jersey to evade the 
law, and, by means of this evasion of justice, he could 



not be taken into custody in tlie state of N tow Yark 
pursuant ·to the statute. 

Aat"(\n Bun' who subsequently ailned at power aho\'e 
Ilis fellow citizens, and meditated the dissolution of the 
federal constitution, was a private or at mo~t a non· 
eommis~oned officer under General Arnold in tlle Quehec 
expedition from Boston in New England. He afterward' 
obtained the rank of Colonel, and he must have po;;~esscd 
JllUCh talent to raise llimself to the situation of Vice
president in C0ngress. His attempt to erect himseif il.· 
~l degree of u~urpati(," affords an instance perhaps of 
the ultimate instability of the federal nnion, and tbe' 
jarring interests of the States, whicll the geilerai COR·' 
gre!>s must find it peculiarly difficult, if at length not 
impracticable to adjust. 

After the capitulation of York town the author became 
a prisoner again, whicb proved somewhat perilous to him, 
as he bad made his e~cape from confinement before lIe 
joined Lord COTn,vaUis's army. He boweyer was 
fortunate enough not to be detected in this matter by 
the enemy. His repeated imprisonments and escapes' 
fi"Om cOllfinement afforded him oc~.ri~iom: of enterprize, 
and opportunity of acquaintance w'ith the States, which 
he . mnst otherwise remaill ignorant of. His adven. 
tures in-such way have been a good deal detailed' 
itl his American J(lurnaL In this memoir he has 
confined himself to a few particulars he thought intcre~-t
ing or which he failed to relate betore. He was often· 
tempted by oilers of advantage to settle in America, 
which he conceiTed would amount to a deloeliction or 
loyal duty and his relationship with the old world, 
where, he fondly haped -to cultivate the society of his 
early acquaintance. At one time he refused the accep.' 
tal .. oo of a debenture of land, amounting to 300 Acre~, ' 
jn Kentucky which then attracted a number of cJlIIi. 

grant~, in consequence of its being explored and settleJi 
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. "y Mr. Boone, wlw published iu.viting accounb of th~ 
~ a~d climate. .. , 

DANIEL BOONE, is said tp have been born in BridE" 
Jlorth, Somersetshir~, about the year 1730, and in earlI 
youth t~ have accompanied his parents over the Atlantic 
to North ·Carolina, wbere tiley ,settled on the YadkeJ.l 
R~ver. _ He entered young into tbe British army in tbe 
Stat~, and anterior to the revolution had obtained tlw 
rank p£ Colonel in the service. He informs us that lw 
set out with a few associates on the I May .1769" 
"to wander thr,ot,tgh the wilderness of America. in quest 
of Kentuck~." Colonel Boone, as well as i\fr. Imlay, 
who gave an, exaggerated and romantic account of ~is 
'Vestel"~ l"egipn of North America, appears an .enthus~" 
astic admirer of the place. In relati.ng his passage in.ro 
"the b~autiful level of Kelltucke" he describes it lhu.:;: 

"Nature w~s ,here a series of. wonders ~nd a fund of 
~lig~t. '. Here she ~isplaycd her ing~1:lity and industry 
in a .vari~ty . .of flowers aud fmit-;, beautifullycol()~re~~ 

~ega.ntly s~ap~ and char III iugly fla\iourca; and we were 
diverted with numbcdcss animals pr~sf!lltil.lg themsehei 
perpetWllly. to our view." .. f-

So eha.s.;med was Mr. Boone with th~ scenery aroun4 
tli,U, that a}.though he .and his comp<wiolls "'er~ ~OOJl 
after made prisoners b, :the Indians, and he l'ias at 
l~n~tl~ l~t ,alon~ iut\le los~ of his fri~ntls, ,,,ho f.cll by 
the hallds {)f the parbariaas. or de;;erted him from the, 
perils n/~ieh s~fio'fn:ded them, lie \}'as enii9led to. drive 
~way l»eJ.aQ~4.pIf reflections, ap~l iI!lPJWrt the abscnceof 
a beloved ~'i're .a~.d farpily .by exploring.a.Q.d ,contempJa .. 
i.og t'tpe Ai.versity all~ beauties of natureh~ met witb .. ": 
'they were sllffici:.!D;1, ~ sli\fJf,. to expel" every ,glooD1jY 
thO~gJlt.". And altho.ugh there is a 4~~e ,of .exaggera· 
!jon, ~t;,U m,uch of F~Jj:ty .a.ud &ct r.m~ ~lqng to t~e d~g.. 
cription he afford.;, a~ follows. "Just atJ~c. close of dar 
U1e8'cntl~~les~a~ ~ p~ou~d caIUlens~dJ:,not a breaU, 
~mk the t.rellluJJus 1::al· l hiild ,gailled the summit of. 
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a commanding ridge, and lookiilg round with astonished 
delight, beheld the ample pl~ins and beauteous tracts
below. On one hand I surveyed the famous Ohio, 
rolling in silent dignity, and marking the Western boun
dary of Kentucke with inconceivable grandeur. A t a 
vast distance I beheld the mountains lift their venerable 
brows, and penetrate the clouds. All things were still. 
I kindled a tire near a ,fountain of sweet water, and 
kasted on the loin of a buck which a few hours befol'c 
I had killed, I continued this tour, and in a few days 
explored a considerable part of the country, each day 
equally· pleased as at first." 

Mr. Boone, it is certain, was a man of hardihood and 
romantic turn or he could not brave, as be did, the 
s9litary dang'ers of uninhabited tracts, and spend Jears 
in trying to explore and settle this \\r estern department. 
He tells us he retired horne in 1771, and ill 1773 took his 
family with him to make a fil'stscttlement in his fa .. 
vourite although forlorn district. "'hile the Royal 
and Colonial armies were fighting in the States, Mr: 
Boone was carrying on a dreadful war with the Indian~, 
an account of which it shocks humanity to peruse, and 
the thinking mind is surpriHed to reflect how he could ~on
tinue to withstand it for several years in conflicts often 
fatal to some of his companions and dearest relativeR. 
It was not until nearly the close of the American war 
that his fighting with the Indians ceased by a treaty 
of peace. He finished his narrative of it with the fol
lowing pathetic words" Two darling sons and a brother 
I have lost by savage hands. Many dark and sleeples. 
~ights have I spent, seperated from the cheerful society 
of men, scorched by the summer's sun, and pinched by 
-the winter's cold, an instrument· ordained to settle the 
wilderneis. But now the scene is changed;. and peace 
crowns the sylvan shade." '.. . . . 

The then wilderness of Kintuckey i! at present a 
populous part of theU nion with aO~~ re~ectable tOlt'DS 
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and numerous cultivat~d plantat~ons. It ,has a legi~htlJr~ 
of its own, and sends'!; membel'~ t~;t,ongr('s~. Its ,dimare
from the latitude in which it lies must be particularly, 
pleasant, and it supplies a +~rietj of the best produc
tions of the most favoured countries. I t is r('porte~l 
that good grapes grow' in the lands without culture, and 

"dIat the Kentuckean planter wants hut the skill and ex
perience of making wines. No doubt lIe i~ at present 
in~proyed' in tlmt respect. Its local felicity, and sin
gular advantage in having some of the noblest Rivf'rs 
on the globe, the Ohio, and Missisippi which in par
ticulal; enables it to communicate with South America, 
and open· trading enterprize with every sea,will 
render it at length -the A meri('an emporium, if not the 
fittest situation fur the future Metropoli. of the New-
\Vol'ld. . 

] t is not surpriSing that people should enligrate from tIle 
A merican States to the Kentuckean vallies, although the,. 
do ,,0 at the certain loss of markets, such as the large 
seaport towns supply, for their surpluss produce. it 
will of necessity take an age at 1east to attract any .. 
sufficent trade inland, not to say, dIe smallest portion of 
foreign trade to KentucliJ, which migbt operate as'a 
compensation to settlers for going!'o far back. Yet 
aller all, the speculation of the Am~ri('an l\ ilh a family 
is not amiss, who sells his plantations in some of th.e 
States to an European emigrant" and thus acquires 
a pecuniary capital,' which ]a:,s the foundation of a 
"aluable estate Westward ror his chilJren's children. 
I t is certain moreOYel' that many educated and "aluable 
members of society ha\-c retired 'into KentucliY, pro
'bablytired with the terrible effects of European hostility, 
which stirred ill blood and trouble in the States in a 
degree injurious to' the permanent prosperity oftne federal 
'connection.' And it is also trne that dIe Kentuckean citizen 
is not so much nn outcast from commercial intercourse 
a!l onf" 'might €,ctimate, as the large' Rivers, which are 

Mm 
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~ attended by re!itpectable trihuta.., streams,. afford rapid 
mediums to pass ancl Jepass, and communicate in the 
way of trade with the seaport cities. 

ROll'ever the emigration of Europeans so fur West· 
,,'ard cannot fail to be attended with peculiar peril and 
disadvantage. In all the States the buyer of lands has 
to encounter land jobbing risks, but p~ticularar1y ill 
Kentucky, for which the landed proprietor has employed 
the fie.tion of the poets to s11ew it as a second Eden 
beyond the Atlantic. EmigTation, however desirable 
to the needy. individu~l, is hazardous at best to North 
America. Of late the number of disaffected men frpm 
. Europe, who caused some political agitation in the 
States, mad.e tile best minded A mericans desirous vf 
shutting their gates against European emigral\~ in gene-

· ral, and thus although d)£ British, su~ject e~grating 
may caiculate he is going to live among. p~oRle.sp~ak~nghis 
own tongue and possessing his own J~bits,be must 
suffer from a mii;calculation in !'<o,ne me~'H·e. 

The European emigrant in pUl'ch~ing lands (fur land 
is the chief if not the only o~ject which . ought to 
make an European emigrate to America). will have .to 
reclairll and till grounds with which he is tot any U~laC· 

· quainted, and. for the cultiviation of which he ought to 
· know the best chemical processes or farming, and yet 
he will but work at most for his children and postel-it)· 
The price of land contiguous to the large ma.·itime 

· towns is, it may ,be said. in general, as high a.~ in the 
'like situations in the Britisb islands. And the grounds 
adjacent to good 'Rivers and creeks rate at about &om 
'00 to 50 Doilars a~ acre. ·To such a reSidence rami
.lies will have to travel usually hundred.; of miles from 
"the -sea in wagG'0ns, we will suppose the expenee of a 
w'aggon drawn by five horses and carrJil!g' 30 ewt. to 
.be at. two s~il1ings British a mile, which must average 
';a<; a low estimate, hut be thought nn expenee which 
few emigrating families eouid pa'y • We ought to include 
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in such probabl~ risks and ,a~tflal eXllences a variety of 
accidents and misfortunes which daily happen viz. the 
pllrchasing gro"Untls "biNt the ~·lilifirir ,seller; had no 
just or l~gal title or cla~ U},.a.nd ~neccessa,ry reHnqish. 
mef!t of situations, by rciisoJ1i:of the bad quality of hinds 
or local inconvenience. -, Many are obliged t() cast their 
lot of lite in the WOO(ts, far from neighbours qr a mar~et, 
"hose dealings -in the way of -business.;must be done by 
bartering provisions for articles of domestic usa. Thus 
the surpluss produce of the iarm, after subsisting: th~ 
family, is usually disposed of at a long credit, nut to ':',(I! 
unavoidable loss. -

Such are some of the hardships which individuals t~lat 
emigrate have tir'meet bdhre they can enjoy comt()l t in .. ' .. 
the Neiv 'Vo'rld~;"'whose vales were painted to them 
unfairly by Doctor Franklin and others, as a lot of 
1ii1.~ inbcl'itance to' persons who could pass over to in· 
habit -them: A terrifying disadvantage to emigrating 
people is moreover owing to the sultry suns in the states 
in gen~raI. Besidf's what has heen urged, we oug:llt 
to take notice that the usual sea,son of di,,;cmbarking 
in N ortb America is tl\e time of the year \\ hen the 
yellow fever is rife. The emigrant farmer has there· 
fore ~o. hurry from the cities on the sea co~st8 into the 
interior, or sudden death may arrest him on his gain. 

-in~ the long wished for shores. 
Tradesmen and artizans, many of W]lOm flock to the 

American cities as to capitals where (to borrow~ vulgar 
pleasantry) they were taught to _ believe that loan"" of 
bread were laid in the streets, that pancakes coven>d 
the houses, and roasted fowls flew about inviting 
European eaters, canllot depart from the contagiou~ 

scene, as the places of their employment are the citiei 
and large towns. It is true they are well paid for 

. their work, and at the same time it is also certain that 
the m~joriiy of them could earn as much money at 
home, without being exposed to that. dl"f,aafullllillister 
of death the yellow fever .• 

2M2 
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Add to nIl thi:; t1mt in going from the sea coasts of 

tllcse countries many of them have been seized on by 
privatecring ships, alld after being robbed sct ashore on 
some lrest India island. Nay more the extraurdinary 
crowds of passengers chiefly from Ireland stowed together 
in the same ship has caused contagions, fatal to numbers 
of them. 1\1 ucb has been with justice urged respecting 

the crowded cargoes of the negro slaves from tIle coasts 
of Guinea, but no ,'essel engaged in the slave trade has 
been known to carry such a number as Ofle small ship 
"ith pnssellgers from Londonderry. This vessel but of 
21,] ton.') took 5.')0 people, who paid for passage only a 
sum amount!il~' to £5000 sterling, and carried nearly 
dOQble the nuill\;er ~of individ.uals ever taken in a Slave 
~hjp from Afric3. r'· • 

In 1801 it was computed that i4,OOO individuals 
'were taken O\,,,\" ill the I>hiladelphia ships only, and ill 
mtiking a mo(kr;ltr' gross estimate of the g'eneral arrivals 
in other town<::, it is talculated that 28,000 emigrants 
Jeft Ireland that year. It is reckoned thp'y paid £294,000 
for pas~a~e, and tonk away actual property ii'om the 
(;Oul1try in money'and value to the amount of £588,000 
c;terling. Sudl a draia of population, and property must 
he ('oll ... idrred ac.; a serioHs loss to the country and em~ire, 

"hil," the individual" so pas~illg al\ aJ speculated at all e\'ellts, 
many of them, badly, and not only risked but lost their 
i:.I'all" and Ii ves. 

H tlw "tah'Jll('nts thus made from experience and facts 
~r(' to be rdi('d on, ('migration to ,A merica fi'om the 
Eriti:-lt i,;le::; is attended in most C<l'iCS with perilous 
adventure. 

I before obserycd that B.'iti .. h pri..:oners were severply 

ill-treated hy the American Soldi<>ry and people., This 
was ill gelJ~)'al the case. III a gual"d-how.~ in Fredrick. 
town l\larvlana wh(l'f~ I wac.; confined durin'" the rigours 

v 0 

t~r winter without any Leading, or co\"erlD~ Oat nigbt 
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except some straw, which the centinels used to talie 
delig'ht in setting fire to, as I endeavoured to r sleep, [ 
found. my' treatment so miserable that I memorialed the =' 
officer commanding to have me removed to the com· 
mon jail. The prayer of my petition was granted, 
but I was alike ill-used, and probably would ha\'e been 
released by death anterior to my liberation, had not 
some poor prisoners di vided with me their jail allo,vance 
of provisions. No doubt the manner of treat!ng pri
sonefS in general was better, although. the jail economy 
of the States was not at that time as well ordered as 
at present. The States hare impro\'ed the best plans 
and regulations of the British pri10ns, so much so that 
their nwnagement of their prisoners proves even a 
source of actual and moral amelioration in the mat-
ter of example and pecuniary saving to the public. 
This satifactory adyantage is derived fi'om obliging 
tIle confined to work during the time of imprison
ment, and thus thc price of the prisoner":.; labour will 
at I:' events subsist himself, and in mo~t cases' become 
a :-;,.rplus of mone,Y saved for the commonwealth. Add to 
this the gTf'at benefit owing' to thc valuable occupation 
of s~H;h unfortunate human beings, which precludc~ them 
from the opportunity of contracting the evil habits 
which render British jails unhappily asylums, if such lan
guagc be right, to teach wickellness aud vice 8.S well as 
(Timinal idlt-ness. The ,American in jail is favoured 
with a pendC'lltialp:mge, which be may reuller in~;tru,:" 

mental to lawful and right purposes in his future lite. 
It not seldom fits him for recovering' his forfeited repu
tation in soci('ty. Alon~ with such jail impl'OYClllcnts 
the pUIIishments of culprits is bett"r than with us pro
portioned to offences ill the Statcs, and at the same 
time this lenient apportionment in the awards of criminal 
justice, even operatcs more in terror to pre\'cnt the 
commission of crimps. It is certain that }Jcrpetual im
prisonment at hard working, daily labour is more tt'rribJe 
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to most !ften than death itself, which teFminate~ in 
a nlOlnent's time the terrestrial troubles Rnd miseries of 
mortals. The fl)llowing account of the penalties ami 
}lItnisbmf'nts of prisoners provided by the Statutes and law 
of the ~tates, it is 11Oped, will be deemed 'worthy of peru
sal, if not imitation in the Briti~h islands. 

Dl'ath is dispensed with except for high treason and 
ltIunler in the first degree. For very aggravated cases 
of crime, !Olitary confinement is inflicted in dark cells 
(ur life or a limited time. For the commission of less 
flagrant offences light is admitted. For inferior otfences, 
then, petty larcenJ, breaking of the peace, prowling as 
vagabonds, &c. the offending parties are obli~cd to work 
as trades-men or lahourers.* It is a pleasing sigl~t 

to behold all sorts of artizans in il jail working at their 
I'(,-spective trades, and thus in the prisons of Pensylva
riia in particular, and indeed in the States in general, 
most kinc\s of manufhctm'es are wrought, so much SQ 

that the idea of the imprisonment of the workmell is apt 
to be forgotten by strangers who visit the jails. Tqose 

* An anecdote is told of a fashionable yonng man from 

Europg, who having committed some outrage in the streets 

of Philadelphia had heen sentenced to (onfinement in the 
city jail. On his entrance into the prison, as is usual, 

he was asked what trade he was brought up to, or wish 

to work at. lie indignantly obsH,~d thai he ~l'as 

bred as a g{'ntif'maR, and could not or would no~, conde. 

scend to be pmplO-yeJ as all artizan or labourer. The officers 

howev.t:1' persisted in making him choose S6me laborious 

O€cupation, awl on his c"ntiuuing to rtfuse, it is reportec1, 
thri'y forcibly put him into a. deep reservoir, in whicla 
was a pump, and ha1 ing tQmcd a cock, wa.ter c9pio\isly 

fi.~w.@d in. He WQ.S desir(d to \fork at the pump, or he must 

be o,er.whel~~ ~nd dFoWl'led. lIe at lengt~ beg:m, but eould 

Bot master thp influ.'(, aQ<l ajfrighte~b"'gged to be takeu 
out, pr4misipg to u(,lde.fta.k.e II-JlY (>!llploy~l'Dt ",,'llicb the, 
If'ight ~ PfOpe-f t.Q allsi;n for hUn ill fqtufe. 
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not brought Ul) to trades are soon instructed. to make 
larg(l nails by machines erected for the purpose. TI~ 
females work at the the needl~ ami the m9re refractol'Y 
of them beat hemp or pick Oakum. in order to ex
pose the parties they are sometimes made to wear de
gTadihg badges, such as party coloured garments~ or t~ 
have part of the head shaved.· In Philadelphia the jail 
is regularly inspected by a jail committee, who gra
tltitously undertake the office of enforcing cleanli
ness in' the chambers and among the prisOlJers, all~ 
car~ is tal{en that they be daily supplied with au 
ll'hGlesome diet, and that they do not obtain spiri
tuous liquors. Goalers of probity and examplary, good 
conduct are ~elected, by whose means propriety of be
haviour 'and. mornlit.r and piety are inculcated, and thl~S 
the keepers of jails· instead of beillg cruel find harli
hearted are respected and lovod. No corporal puni'ih
ment is allowed, and in short the entiretroo.tment ,or 
prisoners is wi.sely designed tocradicate "ice as much 
as possible, and to make them fit ror and look forwartl tv 
lecei"'e a restabli~hment of their cred.it and situatioml 
in society. 

'It is not improper to particularize that the I~ales and 
females, as also· the untried and convitted prisgne~ are 
kept apart; and even the discoursing of the work;ing 
parties is re8tricted to decent and edif.ring subjeets. 
'rhe . Pastors of the different congregations attend 
at stated times to .exhort and improve thel!, mind~j 
and the' orderly and well conducted. Iilre slmlstitn@S fa:. 
l'oured with a salutary remission gf tha penalties to w hieb 
they were sentenced, which oPQrates as a premium 31lci 

encoura.gement to· the practise of ~·irtue. The in-behav
ed are del>.alTed from labour at times, and during the 
inten-a.o. are rendere~ debwrs fur th~}r sy.9sistaru·e. 
\\rlten~ it happens that they wish to he employed fi,r 
the sake of defraying tl1eir charges, and· a1,,0 6avi~g their 
surplus profits, which sometimes are bestowed on thelit 
particularly when their pellal su1ferings and seuteneed 
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confinements are remitted. In such cases they are re
turned to the commonwealth advantageously, and obtain 
certificates of character, which set off and even cover 
the stains of, bad behaviour attaching to them in comiC
quence of their former transgressions. 

Might there not be made much saving of public expence, 
not to say a great moral reformation in the multitude 
of otfendprs and malefactors, if such excellent regulations 
were adopted in tlll'~l' countries? 

It is well known that about a century hack, the 
extent of cOllntry at present composing the United 
States contained h'lt a few thousands of inhabitant,.., and 
that at pr('sent the sallle country contains upwanl,.. of 
five millions of peopl£'. It i~ thought that the gTeat 
}Jopulation of ..:\ merica, "0 encr('ased and rapidl." en
creasing, has chiptl,Y ad"anc('d hy m('an.:: of cmigratio~ 
from Europe. Before and since the revolution, no doubt 
emigration has been gTe'at' indc('d from tllCse countries, 
During the war ~any soldiers of ,I.ord Cornwallis's and 
General Burgoyne's armies stopped for life in the States, 
and of course at a time of war, ,,;hen North America 
was deprived' of numbers of her inhabitants, such an 
accession was very opportune to enn'ease her popula
tion. 

The following statempnt as ~p('cified, and totted un
derneath, affords a schedule or .... '.ale of the American po
pulation, particularising lists of each respective State and 
an aggregate account of the whole Union pursuant to a 
census taken in 1801. Even since that year we may 
be aware that there is a considerable augmentation, 
which the reader himself can by conjecture acquire 
some idea of, enough to satisfy him that the· State's 
are gro\~ing populous in an almost unexampled de
gree. The plenty of lands renders it easy to settle 
lJe American in a little family establishment, and thus 
arly marriages are much encouraged and found ~on· 
\'uit'nt. 
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iVa/lit's If Stotcs dll.ssed ill three 11.J(;~~glJt,j l",d,h Ipl)!1U!rliiUnl 

L d " " " III III • 180 gnllu IV/Huns. ~l'"/ Uil. 2il 1. 
. .1 1 r',<:" j e~ :: . . 

Chicf 1'UU:JlS. I Rivers. 

.-- -- -.- -- ---- ~ 

1. The Nc:u.' Ji,/lglWld States, t'i:::. 

Vprmont, 

New Hamshire, 

Massachusett~, 

District of Maine, 

Rhode Island, and 

Connecticut. 

II. The Middle Slates, 

New York, 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

])eJawan', and 

';. f 

N ol'ih \\' .:st Territory. 

151f"'r 

168 J ~o 

190 I 90 

'240 I 377 

·17 I : 37 

100 I 72 

1'60,000 

185,000 

4:!5,£)OU 

15,/),000 

. 
. "70,000 

'250,000 

355 I 3 Hi I 485,000 

IGO I 52 I '215,000 

2Gl I 161 I 600,000 

!J2 j 33 I 65,000 

11 DO 800 I 50.000 
I 

'Yi.nson, 
RlItland, 
Port~lllouth. 

.. Concord, 
130st nil, 
Sa.J('m, 
PortIa lid, 
Hollowell, 
Newport, 
Prm'idf>lIce, 
New H<lVell, 
Hartford. 

Nt'\\' YOII<, 
Albany, 
'1'1"('11 tOil, 

Brllllswick, 
Phil<tJdphia, 
Lallca'ifl'l', 
'\·illlliJlI~I()lI. 
1)u\\:r, 
]\iariptta, 
G n'lll ilk, 

~~. ~ 

} IConnectic ut , Otter, 

} I COImecticut, ~I€'rrimac! .. ~ 

} Connl'cti( ut, ~Tf'1Timac"k, 

} K en\lf~ht'ck. r"nobscol, 

} 'Yoild, Pawtucket, 

} I Connecticut, Thames. 

} I Hudson, Mohawk, 

} IDdaware, Hariton,. 

, .} ~USf111dlUllllah, Ohio, 

} Christiana, Nanticoke! 

~ i ~rouile, Misissipi, Ohio. 

I.>'I'=-I 
10 

I 
I 
I::: 

9-18 l,~< 
1000 

21,000 

1.?.,OOO 

2000 

6500 

150 



... I d' t ILell~'lhl B"'dd I P laliOnl R IV alii e., of ,,""talt'S ~ (~s~'e . m inree i/;ill' .opu . Chief Towns. ivers. 
grand dW7SlOllS. Mile.~. J1ill'.~. tn 1801. 

I 

I Slaves. 

III, Th. Southern States. 

! " 
~. ~ ,. ~ 

Maryland, 

Virgin ill, 

Kentucky, 

~ Ol'th Carolina, 

Tennessee, 

Soutll CQ.rolina, and 

Gt'orgia. 

198 

373 

370 

450 

442 

130 

291 

200 

180 

lOi 

350,000 

880,00Q 

22Q,OOO 

48Q,000 

110,000 , 

270 I <250 I 350,!)OO 

660 I 260 I 165,000 

Annopolis, 
l~altimo/'~, 
Richmond, 
Norfolk, 
I ,('xi I1gton, 
Frilllkfort, 
Newberne, 
E~el\toll, 

Knoxville, 

Ch:ll'f·btowll, 
('pIli III hia, 
Savalluah, 
Allgll~ta , 

} Potoma.ck, Patapsco, 

l Ohio, James',. 

} I Kentucky, Green, 

~ I Yadkin, Nuse, 

Tenessee, 

130,000 

380,000 

40,000 

150,000 

16'~,OO(l 

~ Sant(;'c, Pedee, iI162,()(1( I 

} Savannah, AI:ltamaha, I 60,55f' 

Missisippi Tl'rJitory, 3~41 ,,(17 1O,vU()O l'a~I,'illt·, ~ Ul1lljerlllui:l, Missisipp;~ 4()()~: 
NatclH'7., S 

Louisiana. 1-1()O ,l<!OO 50,000 New Orlenm, l Missisippi, Missouri, 12,50U 
N,.,,· M~,l : 1 ~ , 
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T-l\e Pnited States, accw-ding to an American geogra
pher, are ~stimated to comprise upwar.ds of a million of 
:square mnes, or 640,000,000 acres. 

~) l)e~uct for water 51,000,000 
-. 
'Acres; of land in the United States 589,000,000 

fhi.. ~stimate wa,;; made prell'ious to the purchase of 
I L~nisi;l?a, the extent of which has never heen accurately 
dC~J1ed.: Ameriea is already a region, too extl'nS1\'e to be 
su~ject 'to one general government, ,the people of the 
northern and southern State!' differing as much in malllll'rs 
a~ in c)imate. ,By the acquisition of Loui~iana., there is 
adqed on extent of territory nearly equal iIi magnit~Hle to 
the. }'edcral States. ~inc; the peace,of ]1~2"the .union 
has been extending its Vlllit~ on the fronti4s l>y purcha;;e 
and treaties with the differeM tribes of 1 n,Jians. ,The 13 
States are already .swelled into 16, and th.e territbries of 
the Missisippi and Indiana, each 'sending a Dcleg'ate to 
Congress, will no douht very soon be added toihe Dumber. 
The province .of Maine, in the north, has also lookeci fw·· 
ward to become an jndepend(3nt State; and\vheu I.;.oui:liana 
is incorporated, it is not irn probable that we m'ay • fiud the 
uuion consisting of 25 States. 

The present population of this extensive count~y, .iui'ti
fies the assertion, that many centuries must elapse before 
tl~e whole is under cultivation. In the year 1 i91, a census 
was taken by order of gov-enlment, wllCfl the iflhabi~:;!'llts 

were found to be in numbet· .3,9':2~t,.'3'2(j 

In ISO I, by another census then taken, there were 5,305,638 

l\faking an increase in ten years of J ,376,312 

According to this average, exclusive of the great increase 
of population by emigrations from Europe since the Jpar 
1801, there must be, without including the people of LOlli
siaua, ahout seven millions of souls under the Federal 
government. If the whole of this cOllntrywe~e under im
pp)vement, it lVould accommodate, allowinlD: 40 acres of 

'., , 'N n ~ 



land to (,rIell family, ~ixteen millions of famihe~; and esti

mating the families at five individuals each, it would support 
SO miliions of' ::OUI5. In this way it has been calculated in 

A meri{ <l. that to people all the territories belonging to the 
l~ Ilited States, inchlding Louisiana and the Florida.'l, it 
would require three hundred and twenty millions. It is 
likewi,;e complltE'd that were· the Ropulation of this im
mensely ('xknded J{epuhlic, proportioned only t) that of 
Great Eritaill, instead of ~;ix or seven millions, it ought 
to cnntain two hundred and thirty-nine millions of inha
hitu!lts. 

1"rol11 the previous statement it wi1l appear that north 
America contains an immense range of Jands, chiefly in her 
wc-:tcl'l1 reg'ion, to accommodate the super-abundant popu
Jation, " .. hich in time may crowd the first settled States. 
rrllnl l\l'lItIlCJ.y a heautiful and fertile wilderness, it may 
be ~aid, inciPfinitdy runs to the gulph of Mexico, without 
bnd-marks or owners except herds of buffaloes, deers, and 
roving Indian tribes. This D;;t tract, still a good deal 
t:::('~plorecl, is \-ery valuable to the States in tayouring tbe 
~",hellturer "ho n~ioji:(,'; in fine scenery, and looks into 
fV:Jre time" for embryo States and Principalities, ·where 
Jli.;; family may lin' and prosper as rich proprietors. Be
-,:'llp3 it i, certain that its vastly {'xtt'IHled area will operate 
w~ll for .A mt.'rica in precluding war:.; among the peopled 
Sette." and its geogTaphical ~cite on the globe kf'eps it 
:··.fe from European inva"i()l1s; unL,,,,; 1\ mericans themselves 

fall out an;! war each "ith the other. On their unanimity 
the Federal Cll;on and happiness, as a people hinges. 
Their m-arice for comm('nial prosperity at present menaces 
to ol"igi!);ttc di~turhances among' them, in their mingling 
too much in European perplexities. If they quarrel at 
hOllle, tlle.y will be guilty of the impolicy of the Indians, 
,,11ich enahled them to appropriate Horth America. _ The 
wi"e Hnd wary American hin •• elf appears to be iin~ 

rrL':,~ed. with tllis idea, and ~(', however IO~ld and restless 
A,mfrl~':ln Fa ty may ~'cell1, the ult1jority or the people are 
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adverse to war. The trade of war indeed has.".got into di". 
use in America, and the prudent enterprize of the merchant 
alone spurs the North American into lucrative action. ,At, 
the same time it is certain that the Ameri~an is je~o~lS of 
his liberties and rig'hts, and through this jealousy, he is 
always reluctant to embody a standing regular army. In. 
1805, the States had but four regiments of the line.. Some 
augmentation is since made, and at present a considcl'ahle 
increase is meditated, ,vhich should it take place, for the 
purposes of actual figltting with Britain, will but involve 
the States in incalculable difficulty, and expensively draw 
hack their power and resour,ces. \rith the understanding 
and ing'cnuity of Europe, .A merica ranl{s in comparison of, 
strength, but as an infant nation. She is too young and 
(>\'ery way unequal to go to war with the great European I 
J.:ingdoms. A numerous military force kept as a standing 
war-establishment, cannot filii to injure America in an ex- , 
traorclinar:r manner. Her militia only would constitute a . 
constitutional force, which every State of the Union is ' 
already provided with. The militia and regulars are raised, : 
maintained, and paid according to the British usages in 
the like ca,;es. 

The following are the rates of pay to the different ranks 
pursuant to the American war establishment. 

DOLLARS PER MONTI{ • 
. 

A l\:f~jor-General (the preRent 11ighest rank) 
- Briooadiel'-General e 
- Quarter-Nla~ter-(1eneral. 
- AdJutant-General and Inspector _ -
- Lieut. Col. (they have no rank of _Colonel) -
- Captain p 

- Lieutenant 
I.' . - Dnslgn 

- Se~jeant 

- Corporal 
-l)rivate Soldier (besides rations) 

166 
lOt 
100 
75 
75 
40 
26 
20 

Q 
5 
;) 
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The general and field staff" of the militia include the 
following ranks and number of Officerfi. Seventy M~ior
Generals; ISS Brigadier-Generals; eight Quarter-Mastt'r
Generals; 15 Adjutant-Generals; 114 Aid-de-Camps; on~ 
State Engineer; one Commissary-General of purclwU' >" 

one Commissary-Genera! of issues,· 160 Brigade Majors; 
one Pay-Master-General; one Ph.vsician-General; one 
Apothecary-General; one Deputy Quarter-Ma~ter-Gen.; 
one Waggon-M'aster-General; one Forage-Master-Gen.; 
22 Brigade Quarter-Masters. 

The second list of Field-Officers and reg'imental Staff, 
comprehends the following rankfi and numbers of Officer ... , 
viz. 760 Lieutenant-Colonels-Commadants; 1509 M~}ors; 
432 Pay-Masters; 587 Rurgeons; 362 Surgeon's Mates; 
(j18 Quarter-Masters; 732 Adjutants. 

'I'he return of the Artillery includes ]4 Lieut.-Colonels; 
45 Majors; 195 Captains; 251 First Lieutenants; 159 
Second Lieutenants; 17 Adjutants; 16 Quarter-Masters; 
733 Setjeants; 91 Corporals; 359 Musicians; 148 Gun
ners; 62 Alarm-Men; 6853 Matrosses. 

The list of Cavalry embraces 37 Lieutenant-Colonels; 
70 Majors; 431 Captains; 778 Lieutenants; 399 Cornets; 
~8" Aqjutants; eight Pay-Masters.; 25 Quarter-Masters; 
1366 Setjeants,;. 433 Musicians; 27 Farriers; 30 Saddlers; 
17675 Dragoons. 

Artillery. Ca'Dafrll. Foot. 
", -

New Hamshire .- 2 Hi29 .:] 9160 

Massachusetts .~ 2109 .. :~1l26 53316 
RhDde;Island .. 36 57 4414 

-'; :;." ~ 

Connecticut 487 . <1',., 1290 _ 13965 "'0010." J. 

i Vermont 324 1002 13708 
New York :,: 1143- 1784 63744-
New Jersey 186 -{)93 21742 
Pennsylnnia. 310 -~:.i ' !:l82 .83413 

Delaware 

4597 11263 273462 
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Artillery. CaMlrJl. P'ODt. 
Brollght Of',?r 4597 11263 27346C! 
Maryland 

Virginia 1050 309(s 61962 
Nort.h Carolina 238 37871 
South Carolina ,778 1743 '2918.'> 
Georoia 

~ - 71 590 16650 
Kentucky - " 

29886 
Tennessee 636 14285 
Ohio -- 43 50 8079 
District of Colombia 81 43 IS95 
Misbisippi Territory 1623 
Indiana. 16 1710 

6620 17675 476008 
Cavalry '- 17t.)7.', --
Artillery 6620 

those States and Territories, from wMch 5OQ,90l 
Number of Militia, f>XC,IUSive of Officers, in~ 

retLlrns ~ere recei,ed -at different times. 
. . ~;' -.. 

The rates of pay t~th~ Soldie~y, are a good deal on a 
par with those of Great Britain, but in some cases Ie .. .,. . . . / 

akhough the expenees of lh'ing in the American citieJi 
and towns, are at least as high as in the Britkh Islands. 

The author" for the reader's gratification, submits afro 
3n account of the salaries granted by Congress to the Mi
nistrJ or om'(,~l functionaries of the Federal G()ver~nent, by 
which i~ is ~videut, th~t men capz.ble of filling such ardu
ous situ~QD,9 in the State, are not compensated, in propor
tion to their trouhlearul talents .. And Jet there is no want 
of candidates; bllt as .great competition as tak-es place in 
Great Britain for official Cinincnce in America. In this, a& 

well as every circllmstan~ of civil life' in the States, eeo
nOlny is the Amertcan Argus, an economy after aU it is 
which'looks like abject par<;imolliC)usne'~s in the Go\'ern-
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ment. The under·writtcn.is a Scale of the Salarit'.'; alIowrd 
to the Officers of State or Governn~ent, as rated ill 1805. 

The President 
The Vice.President 
1rhe Secretary of State 
The Secretary of the Treasurer 
The 'Secretary of 'Var 
The Secretary of the Navy 
Tl}e Attorney.General 
~fhe COIpptroller of the Treasurer 
The Auditor of the Treasurer'· 
The Register of the Treasurer 

• 

The Accountant of the "~I ar D~p:trtment 
The Accountant of the Navy Department 
The. Post.Ma,ter.General .;. 
The Assistant Po&t.Maliter.General 

DOLLARS. 

25,000 

10,000 

5,000 

5,000 
4;500 

4,500 

3,000 

3,090 

3,000 
2AOO 

2,000 

2,000 

3,000 

] ,700 

Payable quarterly t,o continue for three years from January 

1, 180!. 

CONCLUSION. 
The autilOr has now conducted 'the reader over fieJds of 

a!.hellture and trouble, which, however trJing and full of 
terrors they proved, he hopes will convey a degree of 
amusement, if. not some improvement to persons that 
peruse this Memoir. The providential deliverances w-hich 
he experienced in tile course of his wandering, he looks 
hack on with sensations of pleasure, which time will 
never be able to efface. The imprelilsions m~de in his 
memory, the writer has had no small gratifica.tion in re· 
'viewing now before his more matured judgment: . 

His narrative of North American·,scenes and affairs, a .. 
also the conduct of the prom~nent A«;tol's ~·ilnd Officers em
ployed in the war, he tmsts, will convey a degree of correct 
information, and a faithful local description which an eye. 
witness could only delineate, as it ought to be done from 
the life. 'He is aware that the awful bi~ze of war alorie 
could Ilmd a reflected light interesting enough to bring his 
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life into any notice, and therefore making his exil fi'om 
military scenes, he hastens to close his unassuming work. 

It might be thought the writer ought to offer rome ac
count of his subsequent life. He is sensible the humble 
path oflaborious obscurity in which he has proceeded since 
he ceased to be a Soldier, carries f6rward litde but unim
portant features, and nothing to give it a due v<llue tor 
Public perusal. War, however dreadful, throw.; a de
gree of interest on this Memoir.--Peace, althoug'h truly 
amiable in '~ppearance, is too silent and sedentary to attrac;t 
the curiosity of inquisitive hUllian beings. 

The battles of York-Town, in Virginia, put a period to 
tbe Author's military labours. In 1783, he saiied fi'om 
Sandy-hook, and after a safe passage arrived at Portsmouth. 
He obtained his discharge at Winchester, and revisited 
Irehind, where he was affectionately received by an aged 
mother and a few kind relatives. He then had to take 
counsel about a line of living to earn a sub&istence; such 
is generally the result of a military life. He chose to be
come a School-Master; an arduous occupation, which has 
enabled him for upwards of twenty-six years, to provide 
for, and educate a growing family, the source of satisfac
tion and solicitude-. He ,vas discharged without the pen .. 
sion. usually gi\.:en for past services, and being frequently 
advised by his r .. ;::-nds to apply for it, in 1809, I (twenty
five years after receiving his discharge) he memorialed His 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, and was graciously 
favoured by an immediate compliance with the Prayer 
of his Petition. He submits the Memorial and its Answer, 
in gratitude to the illustrious individual, who so promptly 
condescended to Botice it as he did • 

., See Au.thor's Journal of the -Am8riclUl War, page 43i. 

00 
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Dublin, Jauuary 7, 1809. 

"To His Royal Highness the Duke of Y or,k, Commander in Chief 
of His Majesty's Forces; the ~emorial of R. Lamb, late 

Serjeant in the Royal Welch Fuzileers, 
HUl'tIBL Y SHEWETII, 

,~ THAT Memorialist served in the Army twelre years, in 

the 9th and 23d Regiments of Foot, flight Yf'ars of "'hichwas 
in America; under the command of Gent'r:lls Burgoyne and 
Cor~m'allis; dtlring ,vhich tim(' he '\'as in Six: pitched llattles, 
Fonr ;Sieges, several important Expeditions, was twice taken 
prisoner, and as often made his escape to the British Army; viz. 
}c'irst, ill 1778, when prisoner with General fiurgoyne's Army, 
he escaped, with two men, wnom he brought with him to General 
Sir Henry Clinton, at New-York; Secondly, in 1782, when 
taken witlt Lord Cornwallis's Army, he eluded the vigilance of 
the American guards, and conducted under his command~ selen 
men to Sir Guy Carleton, the then Commander in Chief in said 
City, to both of whom he gave most important Intelligence re. 
specting the enemy's Army, for which Service he was appointed 
by General Birch, then commandant of the City, his first Clerk, 
aDd Adjutant to the Merchants' Corps of Volunteers there. 

" That in the battle of Camden, in South Carolina, he had 
the honour of carrying the RegimE'ntal Colours, and il!'mediately 

after was appointed temporary Surgeon to the Regiment, having 

had some little knowledge of physic, and reCE'ived the approba. 
tion of all his Officers for his care of the sick and wounded. 

" That at the battle of Guilford Court.House, in Netth 
Carolina; he bad the heartfelt pleasure of saving Lord Corn1h1lis 

from being taken prisoner, and begs leave with profound de. 
ference to state, that he was always chofeR one of the first 

Serjeants to execute any enterprize that required intrepiditX" 
decision, and judgment for its accomplishment. . "j,. ,~::' .' 

" That Memorialist being now far advanced in li(~; humbly 
solicits your Royal lIighnE'ss to n'commend him for a military 
pemioli, "'hid, would smooth Ills declining ~·(·lIrs, 'and be' most 
gratefuliy rl'e("in:,d a~ a n'IDuneralion for the many times he has 
risked his lifl' and limhs ill his ~\lri.if'st.r's SI'I"\ iC/,. 

" Tn;! t for' th,· 11'111 h of Iht'~ ,. fact~, lit' nlost humbly refer~ 
to General Ii. Ca:~(:'rl amI Colond l\Ja1.:l'lIzie." 
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To 'Whick ¥emorial the fullowing Answer was received. ,.., 
ADJUTANT G ENERAVS OFFICE. ~ . 

" The Adjutant.General informs Serjeant Roger Lamb, 
that the usual Au.thority has been given by the Secretary at War, 
fo'r plaCing him upon the Out Pension of Chelsea Hospital, 
dispensing with his personal appearance before the Board." 

Horse.Guards, 25th J an. 180~. 

IN putting a period to his memoir, the author would offer an 
appropriate reflection, which presses itself from the aspect of the 
times. The American struggle became a terrible prelude to the 
recent visscissitudes and existing troubles of Europe. France, 
our COBstant rh'al· Rnd enemy, contrary to the antient establishEd 
faith of nations, added fuel to the fiame of civil war beyond the 
Atlantic, aDd the issue of it brought the C:Qllsuming blaze of re. 
volution among tbe French at borne. The revC)lutionary tide, 
like the llWa of a volcano, rolled out OTer the neighbouring 
States. From the efforts of Great Britain to stop its destroying 
progress, the· British islands are aimed at, as the chief objects 
upon which tbe able individual, wbo lifted himself IIp as Ruler 
of France, and controuler of the Continent, would pour his 
artillery and fury. But our insular fortifit.-ations, which may be 
intitled the embraces of HIM, who laid tlIe foundations of, the 
terraqueous globe, are about us to repel the aggression of invad .. , 
{'rs •. .In shOJ't, nothing save what is called civil dislurlJf4nce, can 
open inroads (OF invasion in these countries. In various cases Uld 
views we appt'ar peculiarly favoured of heaven, whit.-h should be 
appreniated ,duly by all our people. A new reign is about to 
eomm~n~" and it is boped it will become conspicu~us for wise 
and salula"'y:coullsels, and at the same time carry fOTwal'dthe 
glory, abHity, and honourable .prowess, which so evidently cha. 
racteriJed our gracious Sovereign's sceptre, who will shortly rest 
frfJm the carl'S of a terrestrial crown, we trust, to receive an 
incorruptible one in a better country. A characteristic of vital ex. 
cellence bf10ngs to.tbese countries, which ought not to be passed 
ill silence, viz. religi~us liberty and knowledge, of which the Bri. 
tish isles are the favourite soil. From the British islands, the 
North American States derived their honour as a people, and, 
what is more excellent beyond comparison, their light as chris .. 
tians. From the B!itish islands, at present the whole earth is in 
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the progress of being enlighten(;d by " the sun of righteous'ness," 

which it is not improper to say is, ' n It'f Providence, contid~d to 
thp British, in order to slwd its h"aling ,brightness to th'e ex. 
trernest isles, and the cnds (~r the z;;o~ld! British Missionaries 

~re now travelling and prf·aching Hie ('TPI'lasfing gospel, it may 
be said, in all lands, and not only so, but translating Holy Writ 
in thf'ir own lan~ua~es to m~n" of all' complpxions and dpscrip. 

tions, howl'ver dista'lt in local ~i'uatjon, and diffeffmced by the 
lIliag@s of rh i I and savage I i fl'~ or by meridians and nlanners. 
The British :vlissionary's labolll' (~,. love (>mbraces the Hindoo, 

M I homedan, 1'> hiopian, African and Indian; in a word, the 
Bri ish MJssionary's etforts are bonndC'd merely by the limits of 
the parth! It is calculatE:d with certainty, that th(> Holy Scrip.; 0-

turf'S have been ,lately translated in morf' than fifty tongues, te 

emancipate from the bondage of . gross ,darkness, tribes and 1'18. 

tions of ignorant and d('gr~d~~l human beings! This work of 
rf'al libertyaTid light is done by British subjects, and a people so 
divinely selected to accomplish the schE'me of a me.rdful Provi. 
dencE', cannot be devoted as a prostrate province to that upstart 

domination, which after all, it would seem, has been permittEd of ' 
God-fa put down the mighty from their seats, in order to 'faeili. 
tate the fall of antic~rist, and (ge idolatry of the Pjll'th! To esti. 
matp. the character of OU, country in this consoHng mallncr;'should 
inspire our people with pious confidence, and also argue'with 
tht'm to It;-avt' domestic discord and partial atfectionlfo 

'To such true prosperity, the Author often looked tn making 
and publishing his Memoir, and if it should tE'nd to awak6n:t 
sentiment of corrpsponding energy and jnb-grity inthe-breast6 
of any of his readE'rs, he shall not Jose his Jabuur as a writer. 
He shall have his reward " if he can be numberl'd among tb(' 
w rit"J!'! w no gay*! a rdour to virtue, and confidence to ft'uth. '. 

FREE.SCHOOL, \VU ITEFRIAR.ST~EF.T, 

February, 1812. 

FINI~. 
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