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TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE GORE DISTRICT. 

Fdlow Subjects: 

Seeing that it is a time of addressing and be­
ing addressed every where in anticipation of good 
things to come, permit me to present to you my grate­
ful acknowledgements for the continued support I 
have received at your hands, and my warm and heart­
felt thanks for the unwavering confidence you have 
reposed in me for so long a period of time. I am led 
to this course, in presenting myself to your notice, 
because we have arrived at one of those prominent 
points that will hereafter form a most important pe­
riod in the history of individuals and of this country, 
and will present itself to the notice of the historian 
as a vast promontory obtrudes itself upon the eye of 
the mariner far off at sea. As I have reasonable 
grounds too to expect that my political services may 
be no longer required, I have, therefore, a desire to 
bring under your notice a few particulars, which 
would perhaps be unnecessary, were it not that 
more than half the population of the District is com­
posed of persons growing into active and responsi­
ble life, or of those who have emigrated from other 
countries, since the period I forbore to be promi­
nent in the political combat: and more particularly, 
as none of you are informed of the course taken by 
me last Session in the Legislative Council. 

When called upon in 1808 by a deputation from 
Flamboro' West and Nelson to allow myself to be 
put in nomination for the west riding of the county 
of York, my diffidence would have decided against it, 
but for the 'advice of two or three of my friends.­
The parties in politics known at that time, were the 
"Government~' and the "Opposition." I was called 
upon by the latter,-which was chiefly composed of 
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dissenting religious people, particuiarly Presbyte .. 
rians, Methodists, Baptists, Menonists, & Tunkers, 
who were led to believe, from the Constitution, t~at 
they did not labor linder, nor were liable to, any 
"penalties, burthens, disabilities, or disqualifica­
tions" on account of their religious form or modeQI 
worship. Among those rights that they deemed. 
essentially to belong to the free exercise of their Re­
ligion, were those of solemnizing matrimony, and hol­
ding property in their Gorporatecapacities in perpe­
tual . succession, sufficient to enable them to exer­
cise their own particular mode or form of worship in 
the fullest and amplest manner possible :~as for in;. 
stance, the erection and undisturbed occupancy of 
houses for religious worship, and of burial grounds­
rights by them deemed to be essentially Religious. 
But the, government however held a different 
opinion, and by passing a law in 1798, granting 
some of these rights to the church of Sctt>tland, the 
Lutherans and Calvinists, (the latter term was Iiever 
interpreted as conveying any rights to any body of 
Christians) cast an imputation upon all those who 
were left without the pale, and exposed them to 
penalties, burthems; disabilities and disqualifica­
tions on account of the mode or form of their 
Religiou.s faith or worship-the Constitution to the 
contrary nowithstanding. But as no penalties had 
actually been imposed, nor prosecutions institu­
ted, there was no rankling animosity or bittu­
ness of feeling; and well would it have been if, 
instead of the prosecutions that were afterwards in­
stitu~ed, Legislative Enactments had been passed, 
healmg th~ wo~nds that had been already inflicted 
befure, theIr pam became felt. I regret however to 
be oblIged to say, that these liO"ht afflictions were 
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not .ong borne with that spirit, which tile high pl'o~ 
fesslOns of those who suffered them, so much indica~ 
ted. Some indeed have striven, reckless of an con"' 
sequences, t? s,tir up a hostile feeling against the 
Church, untIl ]t may be truly said of the adhe •. 



rents to that venerable system of Christian rule and 
faith,----for the maintenance of which so many great 
and good me~ of the 16th cuntury underwent the 
most severe trIals-that they have been in fact for 
the last few years, the persecuted. But to return 
to my election.-So great was the opposition to my 
return, that no' Justice of the Peace, nor Militia 
Officer, with the exception of one or two, had the 
firmness to give me a vote; and even the Lieute­
nant Governor himself quarrelled with the then 
Attorney General, because he allowed himself to 
be employed to advocate my cause before the 
House of Assembly. But in all this, I felt it not right 
to bring a "railing accusation," and restrained my 
language in discussion, as well as my acts in voting, 
within such bounds of moderation as I thought would 
be most desirable to characterise those whose inter­
ests I was particularly looked upon as being sent there 
to represent-a course that I am persuaded was of 
vast importance in enabling me to restrain my irri­
table temper & impetuous disposition-which never 
failed to demand " an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth," and full vengeance for every contempt and 
insult; and while heated and",violent discussion was 
going on, and important votes pending, I have hun­
dreds of times turned over the enquiry in my own mind, 
what would Paul or Peter or their Master have done 
if called. upon to share in this conflict? how would 
they vote on this question? and what advice have 
they: given that may serve as safe cousel for my gui­
dance? ' These things may be smiled at by those who 
lean to their own understandings, but I can assure 
you, my good friends, they were means to me of s~e­
ing through the mist of error and the force o~ p,reJu­
dice, and of enabling me to get the better of lllJured 
feelings ,; and I nowtgive it as my decided opinion, 
that jf this sam~ old-fashioned custom had been pur~ 
~uedby Legislators, Editors and Religious Instr1!ct­
Qrs ofthepeople, there would have been no rebellIon; 
and the rights of all would have been secured upon a 



foundation not less enduring. than they are at present. 
But it has happened otherwise. ... ' .'. 

In the latter part of 1815 my mind wa~ .deeply 
impressed with the nece~sity of some provIsIon be­
ing made for the educatIOn of th~ chIldren. of the 
poor and thinly scattered populatIOn of th'IS Pro­
vince. I mentioned the circumstance to Isaac 
Swayze and some other Members who I numbe~ed 
among my friends, to whom I stated that I ~n­
tended bringing the matter before the house at Its 
next session; and I felt it thrill through every nerve 
when the Lieutenant Governor, Francis Gore, Es­
quire, adverted to the subject of Common School 
education in his opening speech ofthatsession. When 
the speech was taken up in the House, that part of 
it relating to Education, was referred to a select com­
mittee, of which the late James Durand, Esquire, was 

. the first named member. I was not one of the num­
ber. I however, undertook to draw a bill for the 
regulation of common schools. In this I had no 
precedent to guide me, and it may sound strange to 
Canadians to be told, that there is no British Statute 
to aid in point of form, in drawing such a bill-. par­
ticularly when they hear so much fault found by 
many persons against the common School laws­
stating what ought to be the practice in this, and what 
is the practice, in other countries-that with all the 
Universities, Colleges, Academies, Grammar Schools, 
Charity Schools, or chartered Societies, there is no 
general law in England, Ireland, or Scotland for the 
benefit and regulation of common schools for the 
~ducation of the gr.eat ~ass of the people; and be ... 
mg unused to drawmg bIlls I found it a most difficult 
undertaking. 
. A bout the ~iddle of the session enquiry was made 
m the house, If the committee on Education was ma­
king any, and what progress. Mr. Durand replied 
that they had met several times, but could notagre~ 
upon any report, and thought it was not probable 
that they would agree. After this I gave notice that 



I ",:ould on a day n~med, move for leave to bring in 
a bIll ~or the ~egulatIOh of Common Schools throrigh~ 

'o.ut thIS P~ovmce; and when that day arrived my mo­
bon was vIOlently opposed and finally negatived. But 
those at the same time who opposed it, turned round 
and made a motion to add ine to the committee .on 
education. The next day I handed Mr. Durand my 
bill, which he presented to the other member or 
members of the committee-who they were I do not 
now recollect, as I never mElt with them. They in­
stantly agreed and the bill was presented to the 
house, and on moving for the second reading Mr. 
Durand did me the justice to say, that he claimed 
no merit to himself whatever, as the bill was pre~ 
sen ted to the hous.e in the same shape it had been put 
into his hands by me. This bill passed the House 
of Assembly·, btlt with what amendments I have now 
no means of knowing, not having preserved a copy, 
and the records of the house having been since de­
stroyed. It passed the Council and received the 
assent of the Lieutenant .Governor on the 1st -of 
April, 1816-· and thus was. ushered in the first Com­
mon School Law in Upper Canada, and as far as. I 
am aware, in the Empire at that time .. 

The heat of political feeling gradually increased 
and many thought my cours,e not so violent as they 
could wish. The spirit of Radicalism likewise be~ 
gan to diffuse itself more generally, and I lost my 
election in the County of Wentworth for the 7th 
Parliament . 

. In 1820 the general election took plase in. due' 
course for the return of Members to serve m the 8th 
Parliament. In this contest I was successful, and 
was supported by the Conservative inter~st, both ip! 
a~dQut of office. During the last SeSSIOn of thIS; 
Parliameht, the Common School laws were about ~o 
e~pire, and., knowing the interets I had.takenm 
them, several .members, 1 ~hink Mr. JustlCe Jones 
wasQue,advised me to bring forward some measure 
to continue or make them permanent. I accord-
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ingly·drew up a bill, the 4th Geo.. 4, ch~p. 8"n;taking 
the fo.rmer laws permanent and extendmg theIr pro­
visio.ns-which met the co.ncurrent supPo.rt o.f bo.th 
branches o.f the Legislature, witho.ut either altera­
tio.n o.r amendment. Thus were the Co.mmo.n School 
laws intro.duced by me in the 6th, and madeper~a­
nent by my bill in the 8th Parliament.* But wIth 
the reductio.n ho.wever o.f the annual grant, and the 
repeal o.f that part autho.rising the purchase o.f 
Scho.o.I Bo.o.ks by the several bo.ards o.f educatio.n, 
made during the 7th Parliament, o.f which I was no.t 
a Member-and have sto.o.d unalteredfro.m that time 
to. the present. They co.ntain many who.leso.me 
rules, regulatio.ns and pro.visio.ns, and as liberal a 
grant o.f mo.ney as the finances o.f the Pro.vince 
Wo.uld by any means warrant. 

Many there are, who., having o.btained a go.o.d 
educatio.n in so.me o.f the higher Seminaries o.f this 
Pro.vince, o.r o.f so.me o.'ther co.untry, in Io.o.king 
abo.ut fo.r so.me thing to. find fault with, have fastened 
uPo.n the system o.f Co.mmo.n Scho.o.I Educatio.n, 
and who., in my o.pinio.n, have never carefully read 
these laws; no.r do. such men reflect, that, scant as 
are the means affo.rded to. the Scho.o.I Master, these 
laws have been the cause o.f many scho.o.I ho.uses 
being built, and hundreds o.f children being in .. 
structed to. read and write thro.ugho.ut the scattered 
settlements o.f this Pro.vince. And altho.ugh there 
have been great co.mmittees apPo.inted~so.metimes 
radical and so.metimes to.ry-and masses o.f info.r. 
matio.n co.llected, and vo.lumino.us repo.rts made, 
yet the system still remains unto.uched. Perhaps 
the mo.st that is wanting, is the creatIo.n o.f distinct 
funds fo.r the purPo.se, and the infusing a little mo.re 
Po.wer and energy in~o. the law, and the apPo.int. 
ment o.f bo.a!ds that WIll attend mo.restrictly to. their 
duty. But it may be cor~pared to. making the egg 
stand uPo.n the e~d.-WhIle so.mebring their philo:' 
So.phy an.d l~a~n.ing to. theo.rise a mighty plan, o.thers 
brmg theIr dIVInIty to. bear uPo.n the questio.n,&: keep 

,~ See revised Statutes, page 354. 
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their creed in view, and others again do nothing but 
watch all the rest. Some want no creed; others 
want a governmen t plan and a college to form 
the great Bull-Ring, and the inferior schools like so 
many links to be fastened into it. Others too want 
a scheme of democracy, that every man may do as 
he pleases. In the end some humble, unpretending 
man may rise up and apply a little common sense 
to the subject; and then the enchantment is broken, 
and evel'Y one wonders that he was looking so high, 
or so far, when wisdom was at th€ door and ready 
to enter. For my part, although I posessed a 
moderate share of influence in the Legislature at all 
time5, but at some times more than others, and have 
taken an active part in all matters of Legislation; & 
though I have effected a good deal in many things, 
and have been enabled to contend with men of power, 
of eloquence & learning--yet I consider all as trifling 
in comparison to being made the instrument of 
introducing and carrying the Common School Bills 
of 1816 and-24, and for which I desire to be ever 
thankful. 

I was again returned to serve in the 9th Parlia­
ment, and was elected Speaker by the opposition 
side of the House. I felt on entering upon that 
situation as I expect those do who are appointed 
to preside in Courts of Justice-that is, that I 
should be no party man in the chair; and in that 
part of my duty my conscience has never rebuked 
me to this hour, nor was a decision of mine ever 
reversed.-But this did not suit many of those 
who carried their opposition (now called radicalism) 
to much greater lengths than the rules I had laid 
down, and by which I governed my political 
conduct, would allow me to go; and during this 
Parliament I stood between the parties, which had 
become exceedingly violent, without subjecting 
myself to either. 

I was again returned to serve in the 1Ot.h and 
11th Parliaments, during which I was convInced, 

n 
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that the overturning of the government, and fiq\fts 
reform was the object of the factious leaders of the 
Radic~l Party-although at that time it was not 
prudent to declare such opinions, as they were 
stoutly denied on the one sid~,. and the .Coh$et~ 
vatives on the other, were not wIllmg to beheve that 
th¢ifbpponents entertained such desperate purposes, 
although the tempest seemed to lower.and the 
storm was ready to burst. But what astomshed IIie 
most, was, that our disease appeared to be least 
known in that quarter from whence our remedy in 
extreme cases, could come; and I thought I saw 
a tampering with our affairs, and a degree of igno­
rance exhibited concerning us, that cast a shade 
of uncertainty upon what might be the final issue. 
I therefore resolved to 'withdraw myself frOm the 
political struggle after the close of the lIth ParHa­
IDi:mt. The threatening aspect howeve'r still in­
creased, and when an expression of my opinion was 
called for at the hustings in 1836, there are hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, can bear witness that I statea 
it as my deliberate opinion-" that the whole course 
-pf measures pursued by the House of Assembly had 
long .been te~ding towards, and would as surely 
result in rebellion, as the fruit upon the tree was 
VIsibly repening, or as tbe grain _ was ripening in 
'the field for the approaching harvest; and that: 
unless there was sOIile great alid manifest Pro vi­
~~~tial ~hangein our affairs, to avert the irnpend'ing 
storm, m less ~han two years frOln that time, \ve 
Wquld find 'the h'and Of every" one against 'his 
:neighbour, and everyman against his fellow." Iil 
:a year and a half from that tim.e tne storm burst 
ui>0n'us,and at what time our political hOl-Isdn 
may c1ear away, does not, at least to m'yC 'Faiiid 
Ji'~t ,Jtully ap'pear. .. ' 

. That you 'may know i.DO w'lia\my ~politieal bpi­
,nJona were, and how I WIshed to have them und'er-
!~0f!~ l~Jligh, 'pla~~s,. ~s ,~~,~~~ffa~~'s :~rogresse~ pq_ 
warer, and tOe admInistration of tfie government fell 
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into tw.r~d:3 to whom nt:ith~r myself I\Or the COUfi3e I 
ha;d PlJr,sq~d WE.;H'e lw o¥(n , . I submit the following 
extract f~om l'J.-. cor:nmulUcatlOn that I felt it but just 
a,nd, rig4t to mak~ tp Sir Francis Head the then 
Lie~t~nant G:overnor in 1836, informing him nO,t 
only 'Who I wa,s" but what, were my sentiments ~t 
the time-that it might never be said to me, or of 
me, tl;tat I was wishing to appear under masked co­
lours. 'rhe letter, after mentioning my residence, 
f;lnd that X was no other than a Canadian Farmer-, 
~;:tn thus :-" I was elected for the West riding or 
t11e then County of York (now Halton) to serve in 
t~e 5th ;:tnd 6th Parliaments. The Parties the,n 
#.llown, were the Government & the Opposition. I 
'Was returned upon the suffrage of the latter, but 
without any bitterness of feeling; and have continu:" 
ed., and shoqld now be an advocate of the same 
Whig principles, were I surrounded by the same cir­
cumstances-save such modifications however as 
time and more correct and intimate knowledge of 
men and things u,sually make upon the i1npetuosity 
and positiveness of early life, I have however, since 
tl;te rise and growth of Radicalism, been charged 
with being a thorough-going tory. 

For the 7th Pa,rliament I was defeated in Went:­
worth by a Radical, but was elected to fill a vacan­
GY that occurred iI} the County of Halton near the 
close of that Earlia,ment. I have since been elected 
for the County of Wentworth to serve in the 8th, 
~th, lOth and lIth Parliaments by the Conservative 
sufi'raO"e of the Electors of every Country and Reli-

. b h' gion residing in the County,.'~ T e same sentIments 
li,ave been, 1;>oth before and smce, expressed to every 
administrator of the Government with whom duty or 
inclination ever led me to communicate. I never sh!:\.­
ped my course for the purpose of ple~sing t~e govern­
mElnt, much less for the purpose of dlspleasmg or op­
pqsing it; and as it not unfrequently happ~ned th~t 
Goyel:Jiorsq~d,n(),t c!1rry away the same opmlOns. con­
G~r,niIl~ q~, witliiWl1~9l}, the~ w.ere at first prepos~essEl4 
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:-1 felt it my duty always to maintain those prin~i­
tiples and interests upon which rested, in my OpIn­
ion, the solid and lasting good of the PrOVInce.­
But no man should set himself up in opposition t6 
the Government upon light and trifling grounds, as 
it is the power ordained of God. My practice there­
fore has ever been, when acting in the capacity of 
a Legislator, (that being also one of the powers o!­
dained) to give that advice to the Government In 
.speaking and voting thllt my conscience assured me 
was right; and that I might the better enlighten the 
Government, and my fellow subjects, I have made 
many speeches in the Legislature in the same free, 
conscientious and independent spirit-that both the 
Government and the people, seeing what may he 
said for or against a measure, may the more read­
ily determine whether to adhere to, or to relinquish 
their purposes. 

I was led to believe such a course the more ne­
cessary, as the Legislative Council for the most 
part, until recently, was composed of men who in 
truth were but the echo of the government; and 
many of them were evidently selected on accout of 
their being hacknied in its opinions. It was no less 
evident either, that many of them were like­
wise chosen on account of their Religion and lo­
cality-the great majority of them being resident in 
the town of York (now Toronto) and its environs, 
and who, beside the usual routine business of 
their several offices and places, really seemed to 
know nothing of the people, their wants, wishes, 
habits, or customs-nor of the Province or its ca­
pabilities, although themselves or their immediate 
projenitors, were tradesmen, clerks, shop-keepers, & 
pro,fessional men, g.etting their living by their occu­
patIOns or profeSSIOns, and who had no special 
claims to consequence above myself and others 
who were members of the House of Assembly. They 
~owever managed ~o get hold of large tracts of land 
In and about the CIty, to the great detriment of the 



pro~peI'ity of bo~h town & country, until in process 
of hme, by the mdustry of the one and the enter­
prise of the other,· these lands grew into very Gon­
siderable fortunes-when their owners must needs 
put on airs like the great men of the earth, and 
would sneer at the approach towards, or introduc­
tion among them, of any person from the Agri­
cultural walks of life. In fact, before the three 
last additions made to that House, there was 
scarcely one that could with any force or clearness 
address-his own body; and if any little discussion 
was going on among them, it was immediately laid 
aside upon the first tip-toe step of intruders (for such 
they were really looked upon at that time) from the 
House of Assembly. It is easy therefore to see 
the reason of the contempt poured upon that body 
by the clamorous demagogues of the day.-The in­
troduction however among them of that great orna­
ment of his profession and of society in general, the 
Chief Justice, produced an almost entire change 
in the C<;mncil. His amiable manners made every 
one feel at once at home in his presence; he 
immediately introduced a more free and ample 
mode of discussion; and would have attracted 
public attention to that body, but that prejudice 
against it had become too strong to be immedi­
ately diverted from its deep-worn channel. He al­
so introduced many of the most important changes 
in our laws, civil and crimina1, fitting them more 
to our advanced and advancing state of society.­
But as it was myself I intended addressing you 
about, before bidding you farewell a second time, 
I must pursue this matter no further. 

In 1834, believing that the voice of reason and 
moderation could not be heard amid the threatening 
collision of contending parties-who seemed like 
the approaches of dark clouds charged with _ all the 
elements of whirlwind and tempest-in whICh the 
better way is generally, to let them spend their 
fu)"y by their own self-buffeting-I took my leave 



tt~' y.9)~in lin addre;ss at the dis.~oll,ltion. of t~e 1, H,b 
E&rl,iam,Emt, and believed it the!}. to- be tina) alj1R 
forever as regarded Legislation. But we caI;l, ttilil. 
but little of all that lies before us-cloqqs ~4 
4arkness ever rest upon the future. . 

Whenever additions to the Legislative COU,lJr~~l 
'Vere made the subject of discussion or convers~i 
~ion, whether by editors or others, my name was ffe­
quently associated with them. P~rhaps all part!es 
(eIt, that I might be justified in making pretensiQ~~ 
to, a seat in that House. For my own part I wisll.;­
~d my name quietly dropped from all such associ&~ 
~ions, as I was far from beljeving there was ~ny 
~dditional honour in it-after my long serviGes in ali­
Qther phlce, together with a moderate degree of in;­
tlj\}eQc~ accompanying it. It WaS always my op~jo~ 
li$:ewise, that honor, mere empty honor, oughtto he 
the last and lowest of all the motives that should in~ 
fluence the government in placing men in the high 
(j-~arge of the public weal. Ribbons, stars, title~ or 
g~rters, are all very suitable rewards and honor~ 
(or great past services, but Legislation looks fOJ;­
ward to services to be performed involving gre3rt 
ip)t,erests to come. Besides, there lives not that m81jl 
W:J;to, ever heard from me the insinuation, immediate 
Q:;I; r-e~Qte, of a desire to be placed in that body; 
~pd, although I thus speak, I wish it not to be un­
der~tc:>od ~hat I am ungrateful or unthankful to who­
~.qever m,l;ly have been the mediate or immediate 
c.~use of my appointment. On the contrary, I prize 
it the more, because it came, as every commissio!}. 
Q~ appointment I hold, or the one I have been re­
~oved fr~m, did come-that is, without any applica~ 
tlOn of mme, or by any person for me, or with my 
IF,~owledge or desire,-and this I call providential. 

Thus, contrary to any expectation or desire on my 
p~rt, I received a communication from the govern­
w.~~t, o~ce, dated Toronto, 17th February, 183~, 
~h~tin,g, that His Excellency the Lieutenallt Goyer;­
ijl{f, 8n; George Arthur wa,~ a,uthoI:ised QY an instru,-
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merit uhder ~heseal of '~he 'Province to summon rIle 
to the Legislative 'Countil 'thereof. I did not :tlliitk. 
nt'ihetime that I would again enter into 'that field of 
strife, and in my answer I interided to indicate a~ 
much. , I did not therefore attend during the then 
en'suing session. I however on the 22ild of Jun'e 
lS39,received another communication respecting 
the fees which I paid, but still left the acc'ep~ 
tall<~e of the appointment doubtful. But at the 
approach of the late session there were two reaSOIrS 
t'fia:t operated strongly upon my mind to induce m~ 
to take my seat in the Council. The first was-that 
seeing our Constitution & Government were about 
to pass away from 'us, I thought it dastardly in h1e 
not to record iny testimony against it; and in the 
'Second place-by the design of the 12th Parliament, 
and by the n:wst inconceivable and culpable over­
~ight of the 13th, the laws relating to, and autho­
rising 'the, raising and collection of, the internal 
'fevenue, had hecome totally inefficient for the 
'purposes intended; and although I had stated the 
'case at full length to the Government at the pre­
vious session, and the same had been laid before a 
committee of the House of Assembly, yet that 
body was so engaged about other things, that these 
necessary laws remained unaltered. I ,vas led tQ 
believe if I was present and exerted myself, I 
would be able to 'procure the revision of thein, ahd 
with these views I applied for the Mandamus and 
~btained,the letters patent on the 11 Ih day of 
December 1839. 

I opposed the Union onhe Provinces as I felUn 
auty bOlind, to doo Oil the' 26th of December I 
returned home,and froin the ill health of my family I 
did not retill~n to Toronto fbi' a month, when I found 
a Ibill before a select committee, that had been sent 
pp fiom ,the Hoilse' of Assembly, reg~l~ting .th~ 
licensing of wooden stills of a, descrIptIOn tHat 
would h.a:~e destrdyedall ,tne distillerieS in the P~o~ 
'Vihc'e iri't11'1ad passed int6 a law. Some may say that 
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that would have done but little harm. True" if the 
consumption of spirituous liquors wo'uld thereby hav~ 
been lessened; but that would not have been.the (!aE1e, 
as the whole amount would have been supplied' by 
foreign spirits and smuggled whiskey ~r?m th~' Uni,\ 
ted States; and thus two demorahsmg systems 
would have been carried on in place' of one-the re.­
venue sustain a great loss, and a vast amount of 
otherwise useless grain deprived of a market. I 
was immediately placed on that committee, and 
upon explaning my views of the bill, I obtained 
leave of the committee to try what I could do 
by stating the case to the Attorney and Solicitor 
General, Mr. Sherwood, Hotham Gamble, and se­
veral other members of the Assembly, which I did; 
and a new and modified bill was brought before' 
that House, which lowered the duty from 2s. 6d. 
to Is. 6d. per gallon, and confined it to the tub or 

, tubs used for the distillation of the beer, and ex:' 
punged the oath required to be taken, and the 
'perjury clause in case of an error; and then watched 
the progress of the bill before the Assembly with 
close attention for a .whole week, to be prepared 
to report unfavourably to the Council of the first 
'bill before the second one waS sent up, otherwise 
it would have been a breach of privilege to have . 
sent up the second bill before the first was disposed 
of. The most of my suggestions were attended to 
in r~newing and revising the other licensing laws 
for taverns, ale houses, billiard tables, &c.; but with 
the repetitions and contradictions of several of the 
clauses in these acts I have nothing to do. 

lt is a littl.e singular, that althou.gh ~he sittings 
of the CouncIl were no longer deml-prlvate, as in 
my remembrance, and a reporter was for the last 
two or three sessions freely admitted-, that to my 
knowledge, there were none of the debates for the 
last two weeks of the Session ever published. But 
th~t you mal be infor!lled of the course pursued 
byrne durmg that time, I have subjoined th,e 
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in~oductol:Y part of my spe.ech in <>ppositiol1 to the 
UIllOn-as It was not publIshed at the time and 
because it contains a comparison that may pe;haps 
be thought of hereafter. I have also subjoined my 
speech upon the bills for increasing the Charters 
()fthe Upper Canada, the Commercial, and the Gore 
Banks, with clauses reported to the Council by the 
$elect committee to whom they had been referred­
irestricting their future issue of bills to not less than 
five dollars i-and also the speech made by me up­
Dn the Act regulating the trade with the United 
States; and I then believed, and do still believe 
myself to have beel\ principally instrumental in de­
feating the restriction clauses of the Bank Bills, and 
of carrying the trade act successfully through the 
Council. Whether they receive the Royal assent 
or not, much good will grow out of such a decided 
expression of the Provincial Legislature; and though 
~me have endeavoured to persuade me~ that we 
~1.drer no injury by the free admission of United 
States agricultural produce, or by the imp,QsitioIl 
.of heavy duties upon our productions in their 
ports, but I would as soon believe that water could 
he made to run up hill contrary to nature's laws .. 

I have also given ~ speech made by me upon 
the bill granting a sum. of money to provide for the 
payment of all j \,lst claims arising from the late 
,rebellion and invasion of this Province. The 
·speeches themselves are made out from pencil 
;llotes taken at the time, but from which however 
I have always been able to recollect what I have 
,said, at any length of time afterwards. . 

My object in laying these speeches before yO~1 IS, 
that you may judge for yourselves of my exertwns 
Jor your interests during the f.our weeks I was in the 
Legislative Council; and more particularly, as I 
have reasan to helieve., that it is the first and last 
:time I may have an opportunity of sustaining your in­
,wrests in that body. For as it is natural and cus, 
tomary tQ appoint men to places, who accord lQ 

c 
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sentiment with those in whose hands rests the ap­
pointing power, and knowing that my op~nions of 
your interests differed in many important pomts,from 
those entertained by His Excellency the Governor­
General-I have therefore no reason to expect, nor 
do I expect, a re-appointment to the. Legislutive 
Coun"il-nor would I surrender one Jot of a well~ 
considered opinion upon any important matter for 
such an appointment.-But when any n;teasur~ be­
comes the law of the land, it behoves all men qUIetly 
to submit to it, and to render all proper aid in carry­
ing it into effect-that the utmost good intended 
may not be hindered. 

To the improvements of the country I have been 
at aU times a zealous friend. The Burliligton Canal 
I view as the life and soul of all prosperity to the 
Gore, the Wellington, and the Brock Districts,-the 
port at Oakville, as a, new and safe harbor, opening 
out the resour«;es of all the adjoining Townships, 
--the Desjardin's Canal, as giving the whole western 
and northern stretch of country the full advantage 
ofthe utmost point of water communication,--and the 
Welland Canal, because it is the lowest level, and 
the shortest distance in connecting the great W€st­
tern section, with the middle and the eastern sections 
of the Province, thereby securing the advantage of 
British trade and markets to an parts of it, and with­
out which t11e trade of the whole western country 
would have been driven to the United States-be­
lieving at the same time "that where the treasure 
is there will the heart be also."-N or need we look 
far into the gloom of future years to find the petty 
and contemptible prejudices, both individual and 
local, agai~st that ~Teat nation~l undertaking, swept 
down the tide ?f tIme, as now Its waters sw'eep, the 
bubble' on tbeir surface.-,. Ere long will the locks 
of that canal be .scarce.ly able to fill and emptyJast 
e~ough to keep ll1 motIOn the heavy-laden craft that 
w~ll seek for entrance. and for exit--freighted too 
\Ylt.h Bll the vast ,magazmes of agricultural wealth, 



to bless, the breadless millions of other climes.-But 
for a little time it must yield salaries to compact 

'men, and be governed by those who have sought its 
destruction. * 
, I have always been a friend to the improvement 
of the roads in any way that they could most a'd­
vantageously be improved-as they are a principal 
means of encouraging social intercourse, of increa­
sing commerce, of cheapening transport, and of ad­
ding greatly to the sum total of comfort and happi­
ness. 

As I started out a plain farmer, with no other 
advantages than those offered as the rewards of 
industry and perseverance-I have therefore labor­
ed-first, for a living, and secondly, to be useful; 
but not being ambitious, I never sought to be great, 
and have therefore never got -above myself or my 
neighbo,urs. If I learned any scraps of knowledge 
that might be useful to others, I have considered it 
as' common stock, and freely communicated it to 
every enquirer-of which you are yourselves my 
witnesses.-I have ever been a friend to emigration, 
as it brings the poor into a broad place, and adds to 
our numbers and to our intelligence. It enables us 
more early to reap the advantages of the country, 
and, adds, as I have already, said, to the sum total 
of our happiness. 

Finally, I desire to repeat the full assurance of 
the high regard I have for you all, and for your 
individual and joint interests in all the many ad­
vantages of our common c04nt:ry; and. with ~his 
feeling more deeply engraven than the ImpressIOn 
of the pen of steel with which I write, I bid you a 
hearty, sincere, affectionate, and cordial farewell. 

JOHN WILLSON. 
Saltfieet, 13th October, 1840 . 

.. See Report of Commissioners-12th February; 1838. 
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Jntro-ti'lltCtion to a Speech upon the Union of· the P1'Oe 

vinces. 
Mr. Willson said, that the history of a kingdom 

br a Province was but the extended history of an in­
di-vidual, and either might be compared to rivers or 
streams of water-of which he was aware of but one 
Whose smooth & placid surface contmued in even & 
unbroken flow for any very great extent of space. 
Thus it is with individuals and with nations-they 
glide along the extent of time, some a shorter, some 
a longer period, but always with pleasing prospect, 
as they fondly fancy, far ahead-as rivers glide over 
space. But presently the inclination increases, and 
with it the rapidity of the stream. Its smooth and 
even surface, first broken by a succession of ripples', 
rolling forward or breaking on the shore-still on­
ward driven with increased velocity & force-a lit­
tle further ahell:d-and all's ingulph~d il! the rolling 
surge and dashmg spray. Thus It IS WIth men, ana 
thus it is with nations too; and so it is just about 
to happen to us. We have had our smooth and 
even times; but our pleasant and our prosperous 
days I fear have passed over, and we have entered 
upon more ruffled and unequal times, and still more 
portentous lie ahead. A little further on, and mad 
commotion will burst upon us every where! 
On Friday and Saturday, the 17th and 18th oj February, the discus. 

sion took place in the Legislative Council upon the bill sent tI:J! from 
the House cif Assembly, regulating the trade between the United 
States and th'13 Province cif Upper Canada. 

. Mr. Willson said-I regret exceedingly that the 
hon .. gentleman (Mr. Ferguson) should so soon have 
become dis.couraged & given up this important point. 
He says~from the fate of the resolutions he had the 
h~:moul' of bringing forward the other day, he is con­
vmced that we havenot the power to legislate upon 
any matter connected with, or regulating our trade 
and commerce, and regrets that it should be so-but 
hopes that the country will be satisfied; with the 
course he has taken, as they will see that we are 
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p;rohibited £l'om meddling with it. Now, said Mr. 
Willson, how far the country will be satisfied with 
the course that hon. Gentleman has taken, I am not 
able to say, but I think they would be full as well 
satisfied if he had not been quite so easily convin­
ced. I frankly confess, said Mr. W., that the ar­
~uments of the hon. and learned premier (Mr. Sul­
IIvan) have not had the effect on my mind that they 
have had upon that hon. gentleman; and I hope, 
said Mr. W., before I set down, to be able to con­
vince him back again, and get his aid and assistance 
in passing this most important bill through this house 
_. the arguments that convinced him to the contrary 
:notwithstanding. I can show that hon. gentleman, 
as he will presently see, that there are many argu­
ments may be adduced in support of the course taken 
by the House of Assembly in passing this Bill, that 
were not brought forward in support of his resolu­
tions. Why they were not, is not now necessary 
for me to explain. 

But, said Mr. W., it is indispensable to the good 
government of this Province, that the trade between 
it and the United States, be regulated by Provincial 
enactment. It is impossible, from our locality 1 

and from all the circumstances by which we are sur­
rounded. and connected, that the Imperial Parlia­
ment could be able to acquaint itself with our parti­
cular wants and interests, as our own Parliament 
can do. It was not fair to endeavour to foreclose 
the debate, and to throw out the bill, by telling this 
house, that it was a question with which we had no­
thing to do; and that it wa~ a poi~t reserved ~y the 
Constitution for the ImperIal Parhament. It IS no 
more so now than at any. former period, and yet in 
all past time, and until within a few years, the Le­
gislature passed laws regulating the trade. betw~en 
this Province and the United States, and Imposmg 
Quties thereon.· . These acts have likewise been as­
S'eated to by our Governors and by the Home Go­
vernment; and our legislation was as regular at sta~ 
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ted times and periods, as it was for legisla~ing ab~:>ut 
roads and bridges, or any other of our, nnmedlD:te 
and internal regulations: and some of ~~em are stIll 
in force and acted upon-the' act regulatlD:g the duty 
upon salt is one of them. By this we may see, 
that it is not in 'good keeping, to tell us, that we 
have no right to meddle with it-while we are con­
tinually collecting duties under our own enactments,. 

Then, said Mr. W., to frighten us from our con­
sistency, 'it is further stated, that Great Britain has 
regulated her trade, including that of her Colonies, 
by treaty with all the world; and our legislating 
would be interfering with treaty regulations. This, ' 
said Mr. W., is in truth a matter with which we 
have nothing to do. But if Great Britain has entered 
into treaties, the effect of which is injurious to our 
interests, it becomes us to be incessant in ,our ap­
plications-by addresses, or, by legislative enact­
ments-to inform' the Home Government of our 
wants, our wishes and our interests-in order, that, 
being properly apprised of the injury we sustain, by 
ill-timed laws, or by ill-digested treaties, the Home 
Government may be induced in its treaty regulations, 
to negociate for better terms in our behalf; or other­
wise to allow us to manage a, little more our own 
immediate interests, as well of trade as of our inter­
nal and domestic affairs-otherwise the benefit of our 
connection will become a question of doubt, with 
more than the seditious and the evil-minded. 

When .emigrants, said Mr. W., were flowing in 
UpOil us m numbers so 'great, that the country was 
not abl.e. to supply th~m without raising the price. 
of prOVISIOns and of lIve stock so high as to dis­
courage that emigration, and prevent tradesmen 
and others f~~m settling in, and, building up, our 
towns and CItIes, I was myself a most zealous ad­
vocate for' allowing the Agricultural productions of 
t~e United States admitted free of duty. At that 
tIme nearly' all the articles of furniture,implements 
of husbandry, as well as aU thmgs tending to comfort, 



refinement and luxury, had of necessity to be brought 
from that country. But now, said Mr. W.· the 
case is widely altered. OUf towns and villaaes 'have 
progressed, and are built up, so as to supply the 
wants of the surrounding country; and if the trades­
man, merchant or manufacturer, all of whom are 
protected by heavy duties on ai-ticle.s in which their 
interest lies, must eat American provision, because 
it is cheap, it will soon become the interest of our 

. agriculturists, to let them depend upon the Ameri­
cans for the sale of their wares andmerchandizes. 
Then they will soon find, when the fanners pockets 
are empty, their goods and wares will remain on their 
hands. . 

When generous prices are paid for the means 
of living, it is always found that merchandize, and 
the productions of art and manufacture, find the 
readiest sale. It has happened in a few instances, 
said Mr.W., that it would have been to our inter­
est to have .been allowed to make use of the A meri­
can market, but we were inet with a duty of twenty­
five per cent. It would be a very great draw-back to, 
a farmer selling j say 600 bushels of wheat, to find 
himself taxed $150-whereas our markets are free 
to them-and they know how to avail themselves of 
them too; and although large quantities of wheat 
and flour were imported from England. to the Uni­
ted States a few years since, they nevertheless 
thought it advisab~e to. encou!age the Agricultural 
interests, and perSIsted m levymg the duty, although 
at the expense of their merchants, manufacturers, 
tradesmen, and worst of all, their labourers; and 
they probably taxed this Province to the amount of 
more than half its revenue. It is not fitting then, 
said Mr. W., that we be very soft and delicate 
about the matter, under such disproportionate cir~ 
cumstances and such unequal terms of intercourse. 

Then said Mr. W-., the evil is real, while the 
good, if good there be, is only to a few spe.culators, 
but upon the whole, is in truth more in imaginatioll 
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than in reality. While this state of things serves 
but to irritate the farming interests of t~e ~ountry, 
and tends to make them believe, that theIr mterests 
are but secondary ones,and. therefore not ent~tled 
to much consideration; and when people beheve 
the'inselv:es and their interests neglected, every thing 
appears to their view under the greatest imaginable 
distortion. They become discontented WIth the 
country, the government, and every thing else; and 
finally come to the conclusion, that the country af.,.. 
fording the greatest encouragement to the produc­
tions of their avocations, must.of ne~essity be the 
best for the.m. And who will assert, that there is 
not force in the argument extremely difficult to 
meet or rebut. Another proof of the truth of it, if 
further proof it requires, is, that the greatest num­
ber of monied farming, manufa,cturiug and mechan­
ical emigrates, go to the United. States. For there 
are not wanting men in all the maritime cities of A­
merica, to tell the farmer that his wheat and flour 
and other productions are worth twenty-five per cent 
more in the United States than in Canada; and 
that whenever the Canad?- market is the best, he 
may share in all its benefits upon equal terms with 
the Canadicllls themselves. And what British or 
Irish farmer will settle with as upon the unequal 
terms of dear land and cheap produce, whtim he 
can .get cheap land and a high price for its pro .. 
ductIons elsewhere. The thing is absurd in itself;. 
and while this manifest difference continues, unfa .. 
~orable comparisons will be drawn between this 
(~ountry and the United States. 

Again, said Mr. W., in order to hdl us into a 
.~ood-natured compliance, we are told, that by open .. 
m~ <?l,lr markets frceof duty to the Americans, we 
w111 lOsure to ourselves the West India trade. This 
is a question worth a little attention.--Weare said 
:Mr. W., a vast. di~tance from the W est Indie~ and 
our. cQmme;rc.e IS Ice-bound nearly half the year....., 
whil(} N ew York, New Orleans,and all the maritime 



cities between, are i.n the immediate neighbourhood 
of that trade, and theIr ports accessible to all parts of 
t~e world through?u~ the whole year without interrup­
tIon. How th:n 15 It reasonable to suppol3e that we 
can. compete wIth the States for that trade. It is, said 
Mr. W., wholly out of the question--unless we had a 
depot in N ew York, and then and only then, could 
we expect to have any chance of getting a part of 
that trade. But as we are circumstanced there is 
~o possibility of it. For, first of all, the distance 
lllterposes-then the ice again.-These Islands too 
are situated in a hot climate, where they nev€r can 
keep large supplies on hand. Whenever a scarcity 
occurs, it is known in the United States in a little 
time; and while the price is at the highest, the 
Americans will have the full benefit of the trade. 
When their wants are supplied our Canada produce 
comes in, & necessarily commands the lowest price: 
-But we are told the protecting duty secures us. 
That, said Mr. W., has been tried many years, and 
has wholly failed to produce any such effect. The 
protecting duty is)'ather to be deprecated by the con­
sumers of flower in the West Indies than otherwise 
--as flower and some other articles of consunlption 
are reckoned among the luxuries -of their living­
are seldom used 'byJ:the poor and laboring claBses, but 
by the rich only; and therefore the British Govern­
ment, as well as the government of the Islands 
themselves, have considered these articles of living a­
mong the most fit & proper from which to raise a rev­
enue. Therefore, if it were possible for us to com­
mand that trade, the effect would be to destroy some 
of the most important sources of the revenue of the 
West India Islands-so that in truth, they would not 
thank us for our kindness in giving them cheap flour. 
Besides, how strange would it look to see the trade of 
one colony operate to the d~struction of the revenue 
of another, and all by the same enactment from the 
Imperial Parliamen~. But I fear then: is s~me strange 
and extraordinary mfluence exerted In thIS matter, 

D 
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To procure a t:.:heap supply f?r the tr~ops is an .. 
other argument. How falaclOus mdeed, said ~r.W., 
must the whole appear, if that were to be conSIdered? 
Why does'nt the Imperial Parliament after the corn 
laws, and let the poorer classes also partake the be­
nefit?· If the corn laws are sustained for the benefit of 
the agricultural interests of GreatBti~ain-· notwith­
standing the arlily, the navy, the operatIves,.thelabor .. 
ersand all the dependent classes-· . why grrndus un­
de; this oppressive and unequal trade. I~ope, said 
Mr.W., that there is firmIiessenotlg'h in thIS House, 
to let Her Majesty's Gouvernment know o~r c.ircum­
stances, our wishes, and our wants, by actmg Iil con­
cert with the House of Assembly in passing-the Bill. 

And now, said Mr. W., having gone through the 
subject in support of the bill, according to my in .. 
tention, I will explain, at the request of the hon~ 
and learned Premier, what I meant by some "strange 
and extraordinary influence"-an expression I ad­
mit I have used several times in this House. 

I am sure it will be fresh iIi the recollection of every 
hon. member present at the time, that in reply to me 
the first or second time I rose upon this floor, that 
hon. and learned gentlemen. said-" that my haran­
gues or speeches would have more weight and effect 
in a more diffuse and popular Assembly, (meaning I 
suppose the House of Assembly where I was long a 
practitioner) but in a select body, constituted as this 
house is, I could not expect to produce the same efoo 
fect." N ow I can assure this hon. house & that hon. 
g~ntleman, that th~ expression made a deep impres­
SIOn upon my feelmgs, and I often recurred to it­
thinking that· there certainly must be some hidden, 
strange,andextraordinay influence indeed at work­
or how else isit possible there could be under heaven 
a body so select and so constituted, that reason 4' common 
sense coul~ have no weight with it;~am, howevel',happy 
to say; .sald Mr.W., tha~Ihav~ wItn.essed thecontrru'Y 
manybmes &hope to WItness It agamon this;occasion. 

(The Bill u~col'dingly passed the Co~nc~l, an~ was reserved by His Ex­
cellency the GoverI)or General for tbe Slgmficatlon of Uer Majesty's plea­
~ure. ) 
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Debate in the Legislative Council upon the Bank Res­
triction Bill on F1'iday the 1st, and Monday the 4th, 
February 1840 . 

. Mr .. Wi~lson. said, that. it might .be deemed pre­
sumptIOn III hIm attemptmg the dIScussiDn .Of this 
deep, intricate and difficult questiDn-as he had ne­
ver been cDnnected with what is called the business 
Dr cDmmercial part .Of the cDmmunity, WhD are sup­
pDsed tD knDw mDre .Of the DperatiDns .Of money mat­
ters than any .Other class .Of men. He had hDwever 
fDr a large pDrtion .Of his life been situated where all 
~he va~ied interestsof.the PrDvince frequently passed 
III reVlew, and tD whICh he prDfessed nDt tD have 
been inattentive. Then, said Mr. W., .Our first en­
quiry is, whether the cDuntry is at this mDment Dver­
stDcked with a circulating medium. In answer, nD 
argument need be used, as the merchant,. the far­
mer, the tradesman and the lab Durer, all jDin with 
.One vDice in stating, that there is nDt-thrDugh the 
failure .Of the crops, and the severe check upDn the 
whDle CDmmerce .Of the cDuntry-sufficient circula­
ting medium tD carry .On its limited trade. Then 
what effect will the restrictiDn .Of the banks against 
the issue .Of bills under five dollars, have Up .On the 
agriculture and CDmmerce .Of the PrDvince. The 
three chartered banks have nDW in circulation £319, 
416 lOs • .Of the denDminatiDn of 5 dDllars and up­
wards, and £107,108 5s. .Of a denDmination less 
than $5. NDW shDuld this £107,108 be withdrawn 
frDm circulatiDn, its place must be supplied frDm 
SDme .Other SDurce. ShDuld the banks lessen their 
discDunts the country wDuld be in a far worse CDn­
ditiDn than at present. ShDuld they conti~ue !heir 
discDunts as. at present, the whDle amDu~t III CIrcu­
latiDn would be £426,524 15s. NDW, saId Mr. W., 
nothing can be mDre certain, tha!! that the a~nount 
of these bills equal tD the present Issue, wDuld Imme­
diately and CDnstantly re!urn upDn t~em fDr gDld an.d 
silver t9 supply the defiCIency .OccasIOned by prDhI~ 
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biting the circulation of $1, $2 an? $4 bills. This 
would lessen their stock of specIe, and keep the 
banks in perpetual trouble and, anxiety to ~ave a sup­
ply equal even to the most ordmary OccaSIOns. . . 

They have at ptesent £224,393 3s.2d. on hand 
fIl gold and s~lver., Deductf~om th~t a sum eq~al 
to the small bIlls drIven from CIrculatIon, and whICh 
the banksfuust supply, and then the case willsta~d 
thus-bills in circulation £426,524 )58., and speCIe 
on hand £117,284 18s. 2d. Byilthis view of·the 
subject, nothing can be more cleal" than that the 
banks would be -obliued to curtail their discoullts, 
and the country must feeland 8uffe-l'alltherllinous 
consequences. 
"Wewill now inquire from what·source we d-el'ive 

'OUI" supply of gold and silver, and through what 
channel it passes off. It is evident then that our 
supply is procured from and by the home go'y'erIim€tit 
-in the supply and pay of troops, and in pensions 
and half pay to officers and others drawing mOiley 
of and through the government. This is' and must 
be the chief source of our supply. As for our trade, 
it is well known that we import more than we export, 
and I believe, said Mr. W., it will be found, thatma­
nufacturing . countries alone,andnotprodt1cing 
countries, are able at all times to command and re­
tain large supplies of gold and silver • 
. . The question next arises--- wh8it becomes of the 
circulating specie? To this the answerne-ed not be 
far-fetched. Our trade is principallyfrofi1lan,d 

. through Lower-Canada, but it is'partly, and /to a 
considerable amount, from the United S tate s-·-,- and 
no:inconsiderable part of that trade is of an unseen 
and invisibledes~ription, carried on by smuggling. 
For our trade WIth Lower Canada,;we can pay in 
wheat, flour, Pork;( Lumber" &c. ; but our tmde 
withthe Vnit~d States can only:: be paid in specie. 

For should It happen, as several times it has hap­
pe~ed, that produce brings a higher price in the 
Dmted States than is paid in Lower Canada, we are 



met wit~l a duty of twenty-five per cent before we: 
can avaIl ourselves of their market, so that in truth 
we can never count on an exchange of articles or a 
barter trade with them. Their articles of trade too 
aremany of them of a description convenie\1.t to be 
hawked about from house to house, by whi<;:-h means 
all the metal currency is gathered up and taken out 
of the country. There are very few, if. any, of our 
merchants, who are Il.ot engaged mOre or Jess in 
trade with the. United States, and the rpore gold 
and silver is th:l~o.wn into circulation the niore wjll it 
be sought after tmd taken out of the country.Un­
del' these circums.tances the banks must j)f ~.ecessity 
curtail their issues, their discounts must in a great 
measure cease, and. the business of bankillg be. chief­
ly confined to exchanges and drafts on Lower Ca­
nada, New-Y ark and London. The consequence 
would be,a fall in the price of the productions of th/3 
country, which would be bought up by a favoured 
few, who could command the means, at any price 
they chose to offer; and would end in the total 
ruin of the agricultural interests of the Province. 

Another argument in favour of the rest6ction 
sought for, is, that no bills for less tllan £5 are- allow­
ed to circulate in England. That compari~on will 
not hold. good. Besides, it is the opiniOl} of many 
wise and good men, that England owes a vast a­
mount of her embarrassments and her troubles, and 
the poverty of her poor, to that exceedingly im-
politic step. . . 

Great Britain and ireland, and the West IndIes 
have their trade under more absolute contrQul, 
from their insular situation, than it is possible 
for us to have: ours. Besides. all this, their man­
ufactures, and. their exports. eitber exceed or more 
fully meet the amount oLth/3ir imports, .than is 
the case with this .. Province.The honble. gentle­
man opposite, Mr. J. ~. McAuley, says, there .is 
no paper money in Spam or Portugal, and very.Itt­
tIe in France. True they have none, and have pro~ 
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hibited the exportation of gold and sliver under 
the' most severe penalties. But after all, t?e gold 
and silver finds its way out of those countrIes, and 
the lower classes of the community are, of all the' 
world, the most wretch~d, degraded' and .de~ased 
_' without commerce or the means of cai'rymg It on, 
to which much of their misery may be attributed. 
Then the honorable Premier, Mr. Sullivan, says, 
that he remembers the time when we had no banks 
here, and the country got on without any paper 
currency. Yes, said Mr, W:," I remember it also, 
but at that time and all time befote, the trade of 
the country did not exceed the.' government dis:.. 
bUrsemehts,and whatever the drain might be, the 
constant and certain supply, was equal. , , 

Then, tha:t:'every' argument migh~ be exhausted,' 
and every infltlence exerted, we are told tliat the 
Board of 'Trade had recommended to the Colonial 
office to disallow all bank charter acts that did not 
contain a restriction of the issue of bills under $5, 
and we are referred to a despatch to that affect. 
But, 'said Mr. W., before you get to the end of 
that despatch, it reads like the production of one 
conscience-smitten, as though it might be inflicting 
some great and uncalled-for evil; and nohvithstahd 
ing the high tone with which it sets out, it doses in 
a tone, like saying, "that we may however consider 
the matter in a different light, and should the Legis­
latlll'epersist in passing such bills, we may be led 
to ad,tise Her Majesty to assent to them." After 
all, just in that light am I led, said Mr. W.,to view 
t~at despatch; and those who urge the force of that 
desp?~ch, tell us, t~at unless we comply with these 
condItions, there, WIll be no chance of these bills 
b~ing a~se~te~ to; and that m~re capital is wanting 
WIth whIch,to carrron the busmess orthe country. 

Then, said Mr. 'V., let them be aissented from 
and let us do 'Without :3n: extension of bank char~ 
ters. The capital' we have will be of more benefit 
to the country than, will be the case under the res~ 
-trictive system, with all the additional stock. 



31 

His a matt~r deeply to be deplored, said Mr.W.,tq 
~bserve how 19~orant the home government still con, 
tmues concernmg us,-our wants, our interests our 
feelings; our intercourse, and every thinlY con~ern;­
ing us; and in every instance in which they·. have 
int~J;'fered with our local affairs, our interests seem 
~o. have been misundersto,)d; and we have sustained 
lllJury. 

Who has been wronged, or what injury has ev.e),7 
been done to any body, public or,individual, by 
the circulation of 1, 2 and 4 dollar bills? • They are 
the. poor man's money-they suit the fanp:~err the 
tradesman, the labourer, and all the variety of 
people· who meet in the market. What possible 
injury can the gentleman sustain by them? Time 
wa~s, said Mr. cW., when the British Colonielil •. }lOW 

the United States, issued paper money and made 
it a legal tender,-that complaint was made, that 
the King's revenue ~suffered loss, because it d(,'pre­
ciated-so much so that in New-York it took 88. 
in paper to buy a Spanish dollar, in New England 
it took 6s., in Pensyl vania and New Jersey 7s. & 
6d.; and in this way came all the different curren­
cies to be found at this day in that country; and 
only one State out of the 13 maintained its sterling 
currency. But the present case is widely different. 
The government has sustained no injury, and ~ it 
has properly no right to disturb our local and. in­
ternal regulations; and were it not for the ficti­
tious value given by law to British silver, it is ex". 
tremely doubtful, if the continual drain froUl' the 
banks would not ~so much increase, as to compel 
them even no{v to curtail their issues and . lessen. 
their. discounts. 

I am fully convinced.' saidM~. W.! t~!;lF~ "Th~n 
the law sh:;111 have expIred that gIves 4 ~rJtIsh shIl­
lings the value of a Spanish or. America~ dollar;. 
and the banks restricted to the Issue of bIlls of $5. 
and . upwards,·· that these institutions will be mea­
surably useless to the country; and the c.ountry 
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aware too that some people are of opinion, that an 
entire specie currency could be sustained, and that 
it would sustain the' country. I think very different­
ly, and those who maintain such opinions, it is. to be 
feared, never tholwht much about where the supply 
was to come from,'" or of the variety of appliances 
continually at work to get it away from us. But if 
it were possible to have a speeie currency, how 
much worse than useless would it be? How cum­
bersome to every man having money to transmit or 
convey from place to place? It could not be done 
with that secrecy, and facility that we can now 
transmit any given amount. The exposure of a 
cumbersome amount of gol(l and silver would be a 
strong temptation to thefts and robberies. It is 
worse than useless in other respects. The loss by 
wear in the whole amount of money necessary to 
carryon the trade of a country, is very considera­
ble. So is the loss by fire, but more especially by 
water. Every vessel lost, goes down with more or 
less on board, and whatever is i'l gold or, silver is 
lost to all the world; whatever is in paper, leaves 
<its equivalent in the general stock of precious me­
tals for the general good of mankiml-while the a­
mount of paper so lost is a particular gain to the 
institution from whence it issued. 

It is my opinion, said Mr. W., that it is even bet .. 
tel' to pay a somewhat higher price for merchan­
dize, and have our money circulation easy, than by 
buying cheap articles, be wheedled out of all sur 
circulating currency, and become narrowed in our 
means, and embarrassed in our domestic inter~ 
course with each othe1'-. which would unquestion­
l'l?ly be the case if we should .b~ reduced to a spe­
,c:le currency; and the restrICtIOn of the issue of 
small bills ~ould amount to ~he same thing. 

I most smcerely hope, sald Mr. W. there will 
~e .firmness enoug~ in this House to reje'ct those in­
jUrIOUS and exceptIOnable clauses, tind maintain the 
.more solid interests of the country.' . 
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'lJebate on the Bill sent up from the House of Assem~ 
bly, granting £40,000 to be applied to the payment 
qf l.osses 8,'!'('stqined by individuals during the latc 
Reb$llion an,d InvasiQns (if this Propince. 

lion. gentlemen, said Mr; Willson, althouo'hI am .b ,", 
not fur travelled nor much read, I willnevertheles,s 
give' you my opmlOn. The hon. Premier called 
upon hOll. gentlemen who had travelled, to inform 
the House what was,the custom in other countrie5 
in cases of alike nature; and he had doubts a~t~ 
whether the State is bound to make good the losses 
~mstained bj' ilidividnals on account of the Gov,ern· 
ment; I and whetner in an such cases each, man 
ought not to bear his own loss. Now, said Mr. 
W., that~e have got the opinion of these gentle" 
metfwhb havetraveHed, (Col. Adamson and Capt. 
Baldwin )-. the one by land and the other by water, 
What does it amount to? why simply this, that they 
cainlot tell what is the custom in Spain and Portu­
gal; and truly, said Mr. W" they would he bad 
precedents drawn from such despotic governmeIlts, 
if they even could tell what their customs were, I 
will venture, said Mr. W., to give you the prece­
dents of the only governments on earth whose pre­
cedents are worthy of attention, and they are l1{{ither 
antiquated nor far,.fetched; and are the only coun­
tries where the voice of the people is heard and as­
sociated with the acts of the Government-. and the~e 
are Great Britain and the United States of America. 
. Without goiugany farther back th~n the A~e.ri­
can: revolution, said Mr. W., we find the Bntlsh 
Government considered herself bound to make good 
the losses of her uns.llcc·essful adherents in tha,(~qn­
test; and. to .save herselffri).m in(:;reased and(lc1~no~­
legeddeuiandsupoD; jlJ1~r~\ resources, it formed an 
item in the treaty ·of1783j dhaJ,; IN, furthe~ confisca­
tionsshould,takeplace. The. next step, saId Mr. W., 
was;' to a;scertainby Commissioners appointed for 
that purpose, the extent and amount of losses sus,-
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tained by individuals, and of what. descri~tion-and 
having arrived at as just a conclusIOn as clrclI:mstan­
cas would warrant, these claims were met, m part, 
by millions of gold and silver~ a.nd. the remainder 
was made up in lands, on the prmclple of compen-­
sation for losses sustained by individuals in behalf 
of the public. The settlement of Nova Scotia an,d 
Upp~r Canad~ formed on that grou~d; and to thIS 
ProvInce partlcularly, flocked the rumed thousands 
to find, a refuge in place of their former homes 
that had passed away from them forever, on account 
of their adherence to the unity of the Empire. 

Then, said Mr. W., we come down to the late 
war with the United States, shortly after the ter­
mination of which, we learn, that the American Gov­
ernment promptly compensated its citizens for 
losses sustained along their frontiet in the various 
retaliations by our troops and militia. Next we see 
the Home Government promptly acknowledging the 
losses sltstained in this Province, though more tardy 
in paying them; and this Province has also acknow­
ledged the principle, and has borne a greater share 
of the burthen than properly belonged to her.~ 
But the principle was just.-Those who suffered for 
the public, or in the public cause, should be sus­
tained by the public. On this same principle also 
is the pension list founded-that those who defend­
ed the public, should, in case of being disabled, be 
supported by the public; -and it is from this cause 
--in paying war losses and the pension list, that 
we have become involved in difficulty, and must 
seil our constitution and abandon our present Go­
vernment to get out of it. Many there are who 
thought the home g~vel'nment should pay both the 
l<?sses and the penSIOners, and perhaps they are 
fIght; but as I had a hand in it at the time I 
thought it was better we should bear a heavy bur­
then, than th~t houseless and helpless individuals 
~hould suff~r ~n the la~d they had improved 'and 
defended Without meetmg the sympathy, of human 



kindness-which would have been even a reproach 
upon human natUl'e. 

There remains, said Mr. W., another view to be 
taken of this question, which is neither trivial, nor to 
be disregarded.-Who is the man that would be such 
11 fool as to sustain the public or a government that 
had not the honor nor the justice to sustain him in 
return, or to compensate him for the losses he might 
be obliged to bear? Who that might be surrounded 
with the disaffected, or exposed to a line of danger, 
or be liable to sudden surprise, would have firmness 
to stand the shock-or rather say the hardihood, to 
risk every thing--for the faithless who would refuse to 
hold him up in the conflict? I am surprised, said 
Mr. W., that the question should be mooted, or a doubt 
raised.-Let it once be understood, that the pillage of 
property, & the burning of buildings, on the score of 
faithfulness to the government, is to stand unrequi­
ted by that government or the public, and very soon 
will it be seen that all men will abandon such a 
government as not worthy of support. Rather pay 
in full, and pay them promptly, and place them com­
fortably, as was the situation from whence they were 
hurled, and they will rejoice in their. own ~onest 
fidelity; and the precedent on both SIdes WIll pre­
sent itself as worthy of example for all men and for 
all governments. 


