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PREFACE.

Tue fcllowing Sermons ate selected out of many, which the
Author has found oceasion, ina Missionary capacity, to address to
several Congregations, divided by vast tracts of uncccupied forest,
in the Province of New Brunswick. They are committed to the
Press, to serve for memorials of certain views of religion, which ke
Tegards of primary importance, as well to thoze who may have
heard them preached, as to others to whom they could not be orally
delivered. 'The attentive reader will probably observe that, al-
though incomplete of themselves, they form in some measure a
congryous series, for which it might not be difficult to assign ap-
propriate places in a regular system.

That system the Author docs not undertake to denominale, be-
cause he is ot aware that it has yet obtained its proper name in
the world, 'The deeply-thinking Dr. Jeffery, once Archdescon of
Norwich, concledes his original Discourse, on ¢ the different
Schemes of Christianity” which have prevailed in different ages,
with the hope, that ¢ the next pericd” would witness ¢ the resto-
ration of the simplicity of Christianity ;> that ¢ that which was
taken away, might be restored ; that which was added, removed ;
and that which was changed, renewed : and so Christianity be
made standard again, thatis, truly and entirely divine and evan-
gelical.” The Author rejoices in the numbe. of enlightened and
benevolent divines, whose sermens and writings have contributed
to verify the anticipation. And happy would he feel himself ir} in-
dulging the humble hope, that any exertions on his own part might
tend to prepare the minds of the smallest portion of his countrymen
for the reign of pure truth and gooduness, which will assuredly “in
the fulness of times” prevail.



'The Province, in which these Sermons have been preached,
contains at present but a scanty and scattered population. 'L'hie
population consists however of active and enterprising settlers,
whose number is fast increasing ; and the peculiar capabilities and
advantages of the country justifly the expectation, that New Bruns-
wick will eventually occupy no unimportant station among the
British Colenies in North America. 'With high satisfaction there-
fore the Author refers to the endeavours of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and the Provincial Legislature and Authorities, to extend
10 all ranks and collections of the inhabitants the benefits of a liberal
education; provision having been made for a sufficient number of
Schools in every Parish, a superior Academy in each County, and
an University on the English model at the Provincial Capital.

That these wise and beneficial measures ay be followed by an
adequate religious establishment, properly adapted to the condition
and circumstances of the people, and securing due pastoral care
for this part of the flock of Christ ; is the most patriotic prayer,
which the Author’s observations and reflection have taught him to
offer for those among whom his lot is cast. Unfeignedly es-
teeming every upright Christian, and regarding with honor the
voluntary efforts of individuals and societies to diffuse what they
conceive to be divine truth, he must yet avow his decided convie«
tion, that a well-constituted national religion is essential to national
happiness. Without this—without TaE SeANDARD OF THE CrUss
erected and maintained, the incomparahle blessings of the British
Copstitumou can be but imperfectly enjoyed or appreciated ; edu-
cation, with a free press, will be productive of interminable discord
and contention ; and, although the powerful arm of public justice
may for a time repress external violence, the spiritual and moral
state of the neglected district will too sadly illustrate the misery of
1_.hat error, which, in leaving the unguided mind to invent or choose
1ts own religion, disregards the admonitions of all history, and con-
tradicts the principles of every divine institution.

King’s CoLLEGE, FREDERICTON,
Janvary 1, 1835,
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THE
HAPPINESS OF RELIGIQN.

PSALM XXXVI 17,8, 9.

How excellent 3s thy loving kindness, O God ! therefore the chil-
dren of men pul their trust under the shadow of thy wings.
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fainess of thy house ;
and thoy shalt make them drink of lhe river of thy pleasures.
For with thee is the fountain of life : in thy hght shall we
see light,

THERE is one thing which all men in the world
are cons'antly desiring and endeavouring to ob-
tain; I . .ean happiness, pure and undisturbed
enjovmer:, the peace and satisfaction of the soul.
But human life is full of disappointment and
misery, because most men mistake their way;
they know not where the inestimable treasure
may be found. For the pleasures of sense, in-
crease of substance, < the pride of life’”’—the
common objects of pursuit all over the earth, al-
though they may in some measure gratify for a
time, can never fill and permanently satisfy the
soul of man. 'The experience of all nations ac-
knowledges that something higher and greater is
necessary—something rising above the earth,
and extending beyond the present life. And
thercfore all—the enquiring and considerate in
all nations—have sought the faver of a superior
power, and the prospect of a future state. Re-
ligion, the knowledge of God and the assured-
hope of his eternal blessings, is the ¢ One thing
needful ;> this, and this alone can make us truly
and lastingly happy.
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The Royal Psalmist had the brightest concep-
tions and the richest experience of the excellence
of Religion. I will attempt to point out to you
how it deserves the glorious eulogy which he be-
stows upon it in the passage before us.

1. Religion therefore, true Religion, that
which we learn from our holy books, is incom-
parably excellent, because it reveals to us the
goodness of God.

The goodness of God is in some sense known
to all men, because it is a matter of universal
experience. 'Theworld abounds with the bounty
of its maker. He < preserveth man and beast;”’
affording in general to all his living creatures
nourishment and support, and making their lived
for the most part easy and pleasant. For al-
though some are exposed to much want and suffer-
ing, and none are entirely exempt from them,
still on the whole it surely must be acknowledged
that the balance is greatly in favor of enjoyment.

To us also, who are accountable creatures,
the kindness and mercy of God are manifestly
displayed. Very many of the bounties of Pro-
vidence are indiscriminate, and consequently
communicated to multitudes who are far from de-
serving them. He ¢ causes his sun to rise on
the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust.”” In innumerable instances
also the criminal feel his forbearance :—he
« giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not,”
although multitudes shew little gratitude for his
goodness, little regard to his will.

But notwithstanding all these evidences of
God’s goodness, much greater in amount than
we are often disposed to esteem them, there cer-
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tainly is a vast and strange amount of evil in the
world; much of which does not appear like the
punishment ol immediate guilt, and therefore can-
net be at once assigned to the just judgment of
its ruler. Pain and death in every variety of
form befal “man and beast;” and, as far as we
can discern, the infliction is very rarely propor-
tioned to the particular desert of the sufferer.
And here the light of nature fails; our reason
knows not how to reconcile such things with the
goodness of God. Reflecting men in every age
have staggered at the difficulty, and were never
ablefairly to solveit. Some have conceived that
the world was in a great measure left to chance;
others have imagined the eternal existence of an
evil power, constantly counteracting the benevo-
lent designs of the good; others have concluded
that this part of the world must have been the
work of powers inferior to the Almighty.

Our Religion reveals a God of perfect good-
ness; and, if it does not dispel all ¢ the clouds
and darkness’’ that surround him, gives us suffi-
cient assurance that “‘righteousness and judg-
ment are the foundation of his throne.””> It tells
us that God in the beginning made all things
good and happy; that when mankind had fallen
into sin, he subjected them to labour, sorrow and
death; nevertheless, that ““he left not himself
without witness,” doing good to all men, and
keeping up a constant remembrance of his name
in the world; that “in every nation the man that
feareth him and worketh righteousness is accept-
ed with him;” that ¢ he will make all things
work together for good to them that love him;”
that he 1s “ merciful and gracious, forgiving in-
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iquity and transgression and sin ;”’—that he hath
so loved the world as to give it a Saviour—in
whom whosoever believes shall have eternal life;
that < he hath appointed a day in which he will
judge the world in righteousness;”” and that
“the creature (or creation) shall be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God.”

These great truths give comfort and confidence
to the soul. Amidst all the trials of our mortal
state they enceurage us to say, < How excellent
is thy loving kindness, O God! therefore the
children of men’—all the inhabitants of the
world who have become acquainted with thy
character—¢ put their trust under the shadow of
thy wings.”

For, if we cannot yet account for the evil that
has been suffered to enter and overspread the
world, we are at least assured that it has but a
partial and a temporary permission; that provi.
sion is made for its mitigation now, and its entire
extinction hereafter; that at present, under God’s
gracious providence, it actvally tends to the
welfare of the pious suflerer, and at the last will
be altogether absorbed in the glorious deliver-
ance which is the final purpose of the Almighty.

2. Such is the confidence inspired by the ge-
neral truths which our Religion reveals. But
it has peculiar and more intimate delights for its
disciples. “They,” says the Psalmist, ‘shall
be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy
house, and thou shalt make them drink of the
river of thy pleasures.”” He speaks, I conceive,
of ‘the blessedness which they partake who:give
thiemselves up to God, trusting in his goodness,
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and placing themselves unreservedly under his
protection. 'These are no longer merely < the
children of men;”’ they become God’s own chil-
dren, and are admitted to the blessings of his
household and family.

The Psalmist may be, understood to allude, if
he does not directly refer, to the Tabernacle or
Temple which was God’s house in Israel, and to
the stream of Siloam, an unfailing spring of pure
and sweet water, which flowed by Mount Zion.
But his language is figurative, and is intended
to describe those spiritual enjoyments which
God provides for his servants and worshippers.
We, who belong to the Christian Church, may
fitly apply it to the benefits which we derive from
the establishment of that Church in the world.
For here—wherever the Church of Christ is es-
tablished—we have God dwelling amongst us,
like a bountiful and affectionate father of a fa-
mily. This is the peculiar view which, as mem-
bers of the Christian Church, we are taught and
encouraged to take. ¢ Our Heavenly Father”
is the title by which we especially address the
most High. We are assured that he regards us
as a father does his children; that he watches
over us with paternal love and care; protects us
from evil, or turns it into good ; isabove allthings
desirous of our improvement and welfare; and
omits nothing which would be properly condu-
cive to our happiness.

Being authorized to call God by the endear-
ing name of Father, we feel ourselves brought
into a state of near,relation and intercourse with
him. We do not look upon him as a stranger
and afar off; but we feel his presence, address
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him as il he were at hand, and entertain no doubt
that he is really so, and hears and attends to all
that we say.

Nor does our Heavenly Father leave us des-
titute of especial proofs of his presence and re-
gard. ¢ They are abundantly satisfied with the
tatness of his house.”” 'This, says a pious com-
mentator, is ¢ the benefit of holy ordinances,
sweet to a sanctified soul, and strengthening to
the spiritual and divine life :— they desire nothing
more in this world, than to live a life of commu-
nion with God, and to have the comfort of the
promises.”’—We may pursue the allusion to the
Temple. Sacrifices were there continually of-
fered, of which the offerers themselves partook;
and surely they must have received that food with
especial satisfaction, which was itself the appoint-
ed token of reconciliation and friendship with
God. Ve commemorate the sacrifice of Christ
—we present ourselves a living sacrifice—we
offer up the spiritual sacrifices of thanksgiving
and praise; and we receive abundant returns:
we feed upon the Eucharist—we enjoy the consci-
ousness of peace with God through the allsuf-
ficient atonement—we find it strengthening and
refreshing to the soul;—we experience the un-
speakable delight of God’s favor and acceptance;
and our “ prayersreturninioourbosoms’ inthe
shape of blessings, encouragements and conso-
lations. 'The joys of God’s servants are pure,
lively and reviving. They ¢ drink of the river
of divine pleasures.”  Surely the Psalmist
speaks of the influences of the Holy Spirit, the
subject of so many promises, and the peculiar
blessing and glory of the Church. These keep
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the soul alive; these give us an appetite and taste
for holy enjoyments; these communicate a joy
and a peace which (as it has been well remarked)
“ heing purely spiritual, are of the same nature
with the pleasures of the glorious inhabitants of
the upper world, and bear some analogy even to
the delights of the eternal mind.”

3. For let us not suppose that the Gospel is
a dead letter, or ‘‘the Church of the FLiving
God” unblessed with manifestations of his love.
“ With him,”” as the Psalmist confirms his as-
surance, ‘“isthe well of life, and in his light shall
we see light.”’

God, the fountain and source of all life, can
communicate spiritual life—holy thought, hea-
venly desire, good intentions and determinations
—to whom he will;>” and he w:ll surely thus
enliven all who devoutly repair to him for that
“living water.”” None, who approach him with
sincere and earnest supplication, will he ¢send
empty away.” 'The Holy Spirit is promised as
the never failing ¢ Comforter” of his faithful
servants, and is doubtless ever ready to hold com-
munion with their souls. [t may be that his ani-
mating communications arenot distinetly discern-
ible; just as the warmth which we derive from the
sun is not to be distinguished from that which
we already possessed in our own bodies: but as
certainly as the sun sustains natural life, doss
the Holy Spirit invigorate and maintain the life
of the soul.

¢ And in his light shall we see light.”” Light
is the scriptural image for knowledge,—especial-
ly that knowledge which produces wisdom and
virtue, and is attended by joy. 'The DPsalmist
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seems therefore to mean that, when God reveals
himself to men, they become wise and good and
happy. Such is the express design of divine re-
velation; and when this light is accompanied by
life—when the truths of God’s word are carried
home to the heart by the influence of his Holy
Spirit, then the designis effectually accomplish-
ed. ¥ Contemplating the excellence of God’s na-
ture, webecome, asthe Apostle says, transformed
into his likeness; we endeavour to imitate his
holiness, justice and love; and in so doing we
enjoy that happiness and satisfaction which is
the proper attendant on goodness. 'The more
we know of God, the more we resemble his glo-
rious self; and thus proceed from < glory to
glory,” until at length we shall be found fit for
his presence in a higher and more perfect state
of being. There the remains of darkness and of
suftering will have passed away; then shall we
know many things which must continue strange
and mysterious as long as we are in this world;
and then shall we understand the reasons (for
good and suflicient reasons there must be,) why
these things were not revealed during our mortal
pilgrimage.

We have thus considered the happiness which
belongs to true Religion. We have seen it,
first of all, revealing to us the goodness of God
—inasmuch as he is bountiful, forbearing and
forgiving, and has formed a plan for the world’s
salvation. Wehave seenit, in the second place,
bringing us into a near relation to God ; placing
us under his protection, and assuring us of his
parental love and care.  Lastly, we have seen
it imparting to us life and light, holiness and
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wisdom, with joy and hope. These are the ge-
nuine and certain effects of true Religion, as far
as it really exists and operates in the soul They
have been e*cpenenced and enjoyed by all those
good and pious men whom the Holy Scriptures
ho]d forth to our admiration, and by the Chris-
tians of every subsequent age who have fellowed
their steps.

Since then Religion 1s so excellent a thing,
how desirable is it that we realize its benefits !
We all wish to be happy, but some probably
know by bitter experience that they have not yet
discovered the way. Let such persons examine
themselves, and see if the cause of their unhap-
piness is not this—that they are hitherto desti-
tute of true Religion. 'They live in the world
without enquiring after God; or, if God does
engage some of their thouohts they keep their
hearts estranged from hlm—they do not devote
themselves to hls service—do not study his will,
or sincercly endeavour to regulate their conduct
by it. 'The consequence is unavoidable—they
find nothing else to satisfy the soul. Busi-
ness vexes and disappoints them; pleasure be-
comesnauseous; timeis aburden; 1ememblance
affords them no delight, hope no relief :—nay
Jfear, the apprehension of God’s anger on a mis-
pent life, ahd of the misery that is yet to come,
torments them in their most serious and refiect-
ing hours. Would they escape from their un-
happiness, and enjoy their being ? The only
way is to cultivate true Religion. Let them
acquaint themselves with God, seek reconcilia-
tion and peace with him, and learn to live as his
faithful servants and dutiful children; and then
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they will find a happiness worthy of the name;
they will find themselves in possession of that
which can give real comfort and solid satisfac-
tion to the sounl—of that which will console and
tranquiljize it amidst all the vexations and disap-
pointments of life—of that which can strengthen
and sustain it under the pains of death and the
terrors of the world to come.

Some among us doubtless know the truth of
what I am stating, and could testify to the value
of Religion by their own experience. And if
there are any who have seemed to seek for happi-
ness in this way, and yet to seel it in vain, it be-
hoves them to discover, if possible, the errors or
defects which must exist in their search. 'They
have either made some fatal mistake in their
cireed—Dbelieving of God that which is not true;
such (for instance) as an absolute decree of g-
ternal reprobation, or any other unjust or un-
worthy opinion: or withholding belief from
that which s true; as that <“God will have
all men to be saved,” and has provided and ac-
cepted a ‘‘ransom for all;”” or if their general
faith be right, they have not personally entered
into covenant with God,” but remain without
commugion with him; or if they suppose them-
selves within the bonds of the covenant, they
“qall in darkness and do not the truth,” as the
Apostle expresses it—their life does not fitly-a=
gree with their profession—they allow themselves
in something which disturbs their souls and mars
their peace. 1If they take any thing for their
creed contrary to the obvious sense of God’s
own word; if they suffer any consideration to
keep them estranged from Christ and his Church;
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if they indulge any sinful thought, affection or
practice; they must not be surprised at finding
themselves unhappy. 'They have not “ put their
trust under the shadow of God’s wings,” and
therefore cannot reasonably expect the enjoyment
of «“ his loving kindness.” ~Let them ¢ cast away
all their transgressions,” and sincerely -and
heartily give themselves up to God; and they
will assuredly find that his promises have not
failed, and that his mercies can abundantly sa-
tisfy the faithful and obedient soul.

Finally, let us remember that there is a growth
in grace, and a correspending advancement in
happiness. 'The more we know of God’s truth,
the more intimate our communion with his love,
the more complete our fulfilment of his will—
the greater will be our enjoyment of the plea-
sures of Religion. Be it therefore our daily
and constant endeavour to become wiser, and
holier, and better: so shall we daily become
happier men. And may our Heavenly Father,
the Father of all mercies, according to the pray-
er which follows our text, « continue his loving
kindness to them that know him, and his right-
eousness to the upright in heart;”” that they may
increasingly enjoy that ¢peace which the world
cannot give,” and may ‘“go {rom strength to
strength, until they appear before the God of
Gods in Zion.”






CHRISTIAN CONVERSION., -

JAMES V. 20.

He whick converteth tie sinncr from the ervor of his way, shail
save a soul from deall.

“WuiLe (says the Historian of the Decline
and Fall ofthe Roman Empire,) the great body
was invaded by open violence, or undermined by
slow decay, a pure and humble religion gently in-
sinuated itself'into the minds of men, grew up in
silence and obscurity, derived new vigour from
opposition, and finally erccted the triumphant
banner of the Cross on the rains of the Capitol.
Nor was the influence of Christianity confined
to the period or to the limits of the Roman
Empire. After a revolution of thirteen or four-
teen centuries, that religion is still professed by
the nations of Europe, the most distinguished
portion of human kicd in arts and learning as
well as in arms. By the industry and zeal of
the Europeans, it has been widely diffused to
the most distant shores of Asia and Africa; and
by the means of their colonies has been firmly
established, from Canada to Chili, ina world
unknown to the ancients.”

Among the causes which that celebrated
Historian has thought fit to assign for the rapid
and extensive propagation of Christianity in the
world, ¢ the doctrine of a future life, improved
by every additional circumstance which could
give weight and eflicacy to thatimportant truth,”

c
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justly occupies a distingaished place. ¢« 'The
most sublime cfforts of philosophy, (as Mr.
Gibbon felt himself compelledto acknowledge,)
can extend no farther than feebly to point out
the desire, the hope, or at most the probability
of a future state. We are sufficiently acquainted
with the eminent persons who flourished in the
age of Cicero and of the first Ceesars ; with
their actions, their characters, and their motives;
to be assured that their conduct in this life was
never regulated by any serious conviction of the
rewards and punishments of a future. Nothing
except a divine revelation can ascertain the exist-
ence, and describe the condition, of the invisible
country which is destined to receive the souls of
men. When (therefore) the promise of eternal
happiness was proposed to mankind, on cendition
ofadopting thefaith,and of observing the precepts,
of the Gospel, it is no wonder that so advantage-

ous an offer should have been accepted by g areat
numbers of every religion, of every mnk, and
of every province of the Roman Empire.”’.

It was indeed ““ no wonder;”” and I know not
if this reason alone, supposing only (what the
Historian professes to admit) the revelation itsel{
satisfactorily attested, were not adequate to the
mighty effect. Theonly wonder isthat areligion,
capable of such a progress, should ever cease to
proceed; that any of those, whom it had once
reached, should cease for a day to be powerfully
affected by it ; that an individual, professing him-
selfabelieverin Christianity, should be contented
to remain at rest, while there remains < a uOUl ’
which may be ¢ saved from death.”

It is not my intention however to account for
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the apathy or inactivity sometimestobeobserved;
but ererely to present you with a few plain con-
siderztions, calculated, 1 trust, by the help of
God, to impress your minds with the affecting
truth, that such a deliverance is actually to be
cticcted by the * conversion of the sinner from
the error of his way.”

Need 1 then remind you, that, according to
the plainest statements of Jesus Christ and
his Apostles, every man who lives in this world
is destined also to live in another and an cternal
state? We have not here the fables of a Pluto
and a Rhadamanthus; we have not the inge-
nious conjectures of a Pythagorasor aPlato;
we have not the dubious anticipations of a
Cato, a Cicero, or a 'Facitus ; but we have
the solemn declaration of one who raised others,
and himself triumphantly arose, from the dead;
that ¢ the hour is coming in which all that are
in the graves will hear his voice and shall comne
forth :”—and we have the clearest testimonies of
those who were witnesses ot his resurrection,
that ¢ it is he who is ordained of God to be
the judge of quick and dead.”

As little necessity can there be to remind you,
that ¢ the sinner,” living and perscveriug in sin,
has no hope of the happiness of the life to come.
The same voice, which declared the final revi-
vication of all men, proclaimed the purpose for
which they will ¢ come forth :”—the same wit-
nesses, who attested the resurrection of their
Lord, announced that when he shall ¢ come to
be glorified in his saints,”’ the wicked shall < be
punished with everlasting destruction.”

Nor can there be much occasion to dwell on
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the well known doctrine of the Gospel, that
¢ the sinner” who is *“converted from the error
of his way” shall be « saved’—preserved from
that tremendous doom, and admitted into Para-
dise. The whole volume of the New T'estament
is fraught with testimonies to this consoling
truth; all sects and parties of Christians ac-
knowledge and believe it; and the danger now
would seem to be, not so much lest any, like
some of the early Christians, should pronounce
creat and notoricus apostates incapable of reco-
very; as lest men of a totally different character,
forming too slight rotions of the repentance
which is requisite, and indulging too vague and
general a persuasion of the placability of the di-
vine nature, sheuld ¢« cry peace, where there is
no peace, and strengthen thehands of the wicked
by promising him life.”

The questions therefore which appear to be
of most importance to ourselves, are these:—
Who s ¢ the sinner,” needing to be ¢ converted
from the error of his way?”’—and what is that
conversion which < shall save” his ¢ soul from
death?” ‘

Now, in search of the character that needs
conversion, it is quite unnecessary to go among
men who have never yet heard the Gospel, or to
whom it may have been defectively or corruptly
imparted. Both these classes of mankind are
indeed proper objects of Christian compassion,
and of Missionary exertion;—not as if < the
Judge of all the earth” could ¢ do” otherwise
than ¢ right;” not.as if at the great day of ac--
count the maxim of Christ couldbe disregarded,
“ Of every man it shall be required according
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to that which he hath” received :—but for this
reason, that the happiness of a rational being
requires certain moral qualities, and that they,
who have not learnt to live according to God’s
holy will, cannot be prepared for the enjoyment
of his presence. On this ground perfectly jus-
tifiable has been the zeal of a Schwartz or a
Martyn inone Hemisphere, and of an Elliott
or a Brainerd in another, who have made the
conversion of the Heathen the prime object of
their labours; nor are those pious Missionaries,
or Societies, worthy of any thing but commen-
daticn and encouragement, whose labours are
directed to the same object which the divige
will proposes to its=lf—that ‘‘all men” may ** be
saved and may come to the knowledge of the
truth.” But sin and sinners, alas, are nearer
home. They are found under the clearest light,
the most abundant means of Christian knowledge.
Let any man take up the ten commandments—
let him take the two great precepts of suprems
love to God and equal love to our neighbour,
which contain the substance of these com-
mandments; or let him take our Blessed Lord’s
spiritual exposition of his Father’s Law, as it Is
contained in the Sermon on the Mount :—let any
one, I say, take these for his rule, and he will
find transgressors, almost without number,
among the professors of the purest form of our
religion. Instead of ¢ loving God with all the
heart, and mind, and soul,” he will find many,
who appear almost utterly regardless of the Di-
vine being; carelessly profaning his name or
his day, seldom if ever studying his word, and
living as if they Lhad well nigh < said in their
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hearts—there is uo God,” Iustead of ““ loving
their neighbour as themselves,” he will find
them almost indifferent to the welfare of others,
unless they can be made subservient to their own
advancement, interest, or pleasure; perhaps po-
sitively indulging in envy, or malice, or revenge,
or uncharitableness ;—perhaps acting the temp-
ter’s part,and alluring to evil, rather than secuing
their good. Instead of < poverty of spirit,””
“ mourning”’ for the sins and miseries thut over-
spread the world, ¢ meclness” under injury and
vexation, a ‘‘hungzer and thirst afler rigliteous-
ness” rather thni all secular advantages, that
¢ purity of heart” which qualifies for the sight of
God, ana readiness to sulior ¢ {ur righteousness’
sake” which ascerinins tho utle to ¢ the kuing-
dom of Heaven;”—ius.ead of these Clhristian
rerppers and dispesiticns, he will find toe, oo
great a preponderance of the very reverse of
them all.  In childhood Lie will find the inclina-
tion styongly set towards that which is evil; in
voutl, the passions headstrong and impetuous,
threatening .to overleap all bounds, and carry
their unhappy victim to precipitate destruction;
in maturer years, the love of this world grown
indeed mature, while regard for another seems
bardly yet to have taken root; and in old age,
when hoary hairs should at least remind men
that their day is far spent, and that they have
but a little time remaining to prepare to meet
their God, he will find them caring for every
thing, talking of every thing, busy about every
thing, rather than that their near-approaching
and most awful account. It is impossible for
me to enter at length into particulars; for, as
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the great master of ancient reason has observed,
sin and error are mfinite; but if you look at
the characters who surround you in life—per-
haps I should rather say if you refliect upon
yourselves—you will be at no loss to discover
¢ the sinner’” who needs to be ¢ converted from
the error of his way.” Every onc requires such
a conversion, who does not live as if he believed
the word of God;—who does not lead that
“ sober and righteous and godly” life, which
would show that he entertains a serivus and
constant expectation of a judgment to come;—
who does not (in a word) spend this day as if he
might to-morrow *¢ appear before the judgment
seat of Christ.”

What then, it is evidently worthy of our en-
quiry, is the nnture of the conversion which all
these peisons noed—ithat which < shall save a
soul from death?”  You might easily anticipate
my reply;—it is, manifestly and necessarily,
such a change in the character of the person, as
shall make him tralv good; L1l his heart with
the love of gonodness; produce a life agreeable
to God’s hon will; and really and satistactorily
prepare the soul for that kingdom in which the
Redeemer reigns. In other words, it is exactly
that change in the human character which the
Gospel was designed and is calculated to effect.
For the proper object of our religion, and the
sure result of it as far as it is faithfully received
and applied, is no other than that which the
name of its adorable author expresses :—¢ He
should be called Jesus, because he should save
his people from their sins.” The method adopted
may, or may not, be that which our reason might
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consider best adapted for the case; but it is that
which approved itself to Infinite Wisdom, and
the propriety of which experience has abundantly
confirmed. Where the Gospel fails, we have
no reason whatever to suppose that uny means
could succeed ; but the Gospel has succeeded,
and is still successful, when all other hope of
reformation must have been abandoned. Let
any one read in the writings of the Apostles, or
even in Heathen authors themselves, the des-
eription of the depraved morals of men when
Christ appeared among them ; then let him
consider the change which must have occcurred,
when an Apostle wrote these words,— And
such were some of you;—but ye are washed,
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God;” and he will require no other argument of
the reclaiming inflaence of our religion. 'The
language of this religion to the sinner varies of
course according to the extent and kind of his
error ;—substantially however it is much the
same, and will always be found to embody a few
great and general truths. It tells him—¢ You
were in your original nature an image of your
Father that is in Heaven, upright and pure;
made to glorify him, and do his will on earth :
you have fallen from this high and holy state,
and as a-transgressor stand exposed to the dis-
pleasure and the judgment of him who made you :
—nor are the fears and apprehensions of your
conscience vain—‘“ because he has appointed a
day in which he will judge the world :”’—« know
therefore assuredly that God hath made -that
same Jesus who was crucified Lord and Christ ;”
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and unless you obey his commands, unless you
approve yourse!f his faithful subject, your doom
is fixed for ever :—but if you do tnuly repent—
if you are heartily sorvy for all that you have
thought and said and donc amiss, and desire
henceforth to live in-ubedience 1o his will, he is
“exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour;” he diced
for your sins—*¢ Beliold” in him ** the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the waorkl;”?
he is ¢ able to save to the uticrmost those who
come to God through him, since he ever lives
1o intercede” in their behalf :—through that in-
tercession you may sureiy obtain the pardon of
your sins, and the gracious help of the Spirit of
holiness to purify your heart and enable you to
overcome temptation : only live to him who died
for you—only ¢ be faithful unto death, and he
shail give you the crewn of life.”  Such is the
lancndga of the Gospel to ecvery sinner; such
the truths which by the blessing of the Almngmy
have effectually converied muliitudes of every
tongue and nation from the various errors of their
ways, and made them a holy people :—nor could
these great and cacouraging truths 11 any case
fail of a like effect, were they only ﬁrmlv believed
and earnestly regarded.

Would any desire a full representation of the
great change which these truths are calculated to
p:oduco amore complete picture pvr.mps(auuot
be found than in the confessions of Augustine, of
which Milner the Historian of the € harchhas ai-
ven an excellent epitome, while Owen in b oo
work onthe Holy Spirithas descanied cnin in his
asual manner as the most signal illas raiion of di-
vine grace. Of the peculiar theology vi'thic Abi-
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can Bishop, or that of bis disciples in modern
times, I 'would not be understood to speak; but
thiese parts ¢f iheir writingsmay doubiless be pe-
rused with general advantage. The stim of theve-
nerable Father's experience mdy be briefly stated
in his own ‘¢oncluding words—¢ How hast thon
loved us, Father! 'Many and great are my dis-
cases, thy medicine larger still ! Terrified with
my sins and the weight of my misery, I was
desponding; but thou encouragedst me, saying,;
Christ died for all,—that they who live should
not live to themselves, but to him who died for
them. Lo, I castall my care on thee, Lord,
that T may live. Thou knowest my weakness
and ignordnce; teach and heal me. He hath
redecmed ‘mc with his blood, in whom'are hid
all the tréasures of wisdom and knowledge. Let
not the proud calumniate me, if with the poor ¥
desire to cat and be satisfied, ‘and praise the
Lord.” ’ | S

The example of so extraordinary a man as
the Bishop of Hippo is not indeed to be taken,
nor should any particular instance be taken, as
a standard and model for all. The faculties and
tempers, as well as'the circumstances of men;
are infinitely diversified, and produce a corfes:
ponding variety of character.” Buat as far as any
are involved'in sin, so'far they require a conver?
sion from“the error of their way, and’ bj’rr the
same means which Augustine found so effectuat
may every son be saved. * Divinesof quite other
schuols, provided they discover a ¢ordial regard
for the principles of Christianity itself, will bé
fonnd to expresssimilar sentiments,” For “Paith”
Bishop Horsléy emphatically observes, ¢ is not

&
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merely a speculative, but a practical acknow-
ledgment of Jesus as the Christ ; an effort and
motion of the mind towards God, whenthe sinner,
convinced of sin, accepts with thankfulness the
profiered terms of pardon ; and in humble con-
fidence, applying individeally to self the benefit
of the general atcnement, in the elevated lan.
guage of a veneralle Father of the Chureh,
drinks of the stream which flows from the Re-
decmer’s wounded side. 'The effect is, that in a
little (time,) heis filled with that perteet love of
God which casteth out fear ;—he cleaves to God
with the entire affection of the seul.  And from
this active, lively faith, overcoming the world,
subduing carnal sclf, all good works do necessa-
rily spring.”

. Whenever therefore a sinner appears before
us, let this thought present itself to thie mind :
There is a soul that may be saved from death—
that most certainly will be saved, if it can but
be made to consider and feel the great truths of
the Gospel—and that as certainly must, should
it continue in sin without repentance, die and
perish for ever! Considerations these which
ought uvnquestionably to awaken us all to the
most lively concern and active exertions for the
eternal welfare of our fellow men. 'The Apos.-
tle’s remark in our text is designedly of universal
exiension; and the Christian willfeel it his duty,
an all suitable and proper occasions, to warn his
erring brother, and if possible persuade himto
changehiscourse. But thereare specific classes
of men c¢n whom this duty is more especially
incuinbent, inasmuch as their station gives thew,
peculiar authority and inflner o,
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Parents, heads of families, masters and mis-
tresses, are charged by nature and Providence
with the welfare, and surely with the highest
welfore, of their houselolds and dependents.
Let these sertously consider the weight of therr.
words, the value of their advice, and the conse-
quences of their demeanour and example.  Let
them watch over the objects of their care from
day to day, admonish them of every dangerous
symptom which they may obhserve,and endeavour
to lead them in a course of Christian obedience.
The benefits which would resuit from a faithful
discharge of this duty are clearand cert=in. It
would without donbt be attended by thie blessing
of God, and produce a great accession (o the
“inheritors of the Ringdom of Heaven.”

And if this be the duty of superiors in private
life, the obligation as evidently extends to pulilic
authorities. A stracge notion has been lately
propagated in the world, that rulers and legis.
lators have no concern with religion.  Civil so-
ciety, say those to whom I refer, being formed
for present peace and protection, the magistrate
quns his provinee when he regords the immmt.nl
interests of men.  But is this the argumeni of
Christian philusophers? With what scorn would
it have been rejected by the sages of Athens or
of Rorie! Who has assured 1|=un that the civil
state 1s constituted for such objects alone?
Those who have investigated the real origin of
things would tell them that that state beﬂ'm
under the parental roof; that it branched out in’
the wider relations of l)lood and affinity; that’
fuendshlps acquaintances, divisions of labour,
wnterchanges of services and offices, compacts,.
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faws, governments, civil constituiions, all fol-
lowed in a natural order; that modifications and
revolutions in states (on which alone, as I con-
ceive, these philosophers have fourded their opi-
nions,) aremerely accidental circumstances; and
that the essential bond of society survives all
such occurrences, and can be resolved into no
other principle than that will of our Creator by
which man was made asocial being. And was
it not, and is it not, his will, that men should.
regard each other as made for eternal existence?.
that, as parents, as relations, as friends, as
neighbours—-so also rulers and legislators,should.
aim at the ultimate good of the respeetive ob..
jects of their concern?  Thus I make no doubt
that not only Cicero, but the severer reason of.
Aristotle would have argued, had they received
the revelation of a future state. Thus, until
modern infidelity had poisoned the springs of
public sentiment, Christian states and states-.
men have always believed and acted.  And thus,.
when the delusive imoginations of the day shall
have passed, will < Kings and all that are in
authority” remain convinced of their highest du-
ty to * be the nursing lathers of the Chureh.”
Occasional and temporary circumstances may
indeed be untavourable to a public provision.
for the propagation of Chrishian truth and the
promotion of Christian vitue; but every
sincere Christian, who nay occupy a public
station, will feel and lament the defect ; he will
apply his lest consideration todiscover by what
means it may.be soonest repaired; nor will bis
conscience enjoy peace with his Geod, unless sa-
tisfied that he employs his best endeavours, as
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far as those endeavours can properly extend, to
«« convert the sinner” and ¢ save the soul.” .
. But, whatever may be said or thought of
others, one order of men at least there 'is, of
whose duty in this respect none will doubt.

The Clergv—the Ministers of Christ’s Church,

whether counienanced and supported by the
state, (as throughout every Christian pation
they ought to be) or dependent on other means
of subsistence, must fml themselves interested
ahove all men in the duty and the hope which
have been the subjecis of ‘our consideration.

For they are bound—(I refer particalarly to ihe
declared sense of the Church of England, but
in this point all churches ore of the same
opinion) to devote themselves cspecially to this’
one thing—the care and salvation of souls,
For such is the plain doctrine of the inspired
founders of the Charch :—<'They,” says the
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, speaking
of all those who sustain the Pastoral office,
“watch for your souls as those that must give
account.”” A consideration so impressive, that
Chrysostom tells us when he read that text, ¢ it
produced aviolent agitation in his soul, and filled
him with a holy fear and trembling.”” Aud in
a commentary on the passage he exclaims—
« Lord, how difficult, how hazardous an under-
taking is this ! Of all the souls that are commit-
ted to thy conduct, men, women, and children,
thou art to give an account !” Justly might the
excellent and sober-minded Bishop Bull subjoin,
after quoting tins and other testimonies in his
most impressive discourse on the difficulty and
danger of the Priest’s office :— We minister
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to spuls!  Houls! Methinks in that one word
there is a Scrmon.  Immortal souls! Precious
souls! One whereof is more worth, than all
the world besides,—the price of the Blood of
the Son of God.”

But it is time that T conclude; and I do it
with oneshort observation, addressed to each in-
dividual by and for himself. The Scripture says
* If any of you do err from the truth, and one
converi bim,let him know that he which convert-
eth the sinner from tho orror of his way shall
save a soul {rom deaih.” {t may be that no
man appears to be aware of your error and
danger; it may be that none has the courage or
the opportunity (o aitempt your deliverance :—
but remember,every one who does not find him-
selfin the plain path of Christian duty, remember
that there is onz who witnesses every thought
of your heart; and thai by the help of that Al-
mighty one yoi, even you,may convert a sinner,
and may *‘save a soul from death.”’






If the blood of bulis and of goals, and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanciyjicth to the purifying of the flesh,
Low much more shail the blaod of Christ, who through Lhe
elernal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your
conscicnee from dead works o serve the living God !

THE pecuiiar design of the Epistle to the He-
brews was to show tiie superiority of the Chris-
tian dispensation over that of the Old T'estament ;
and one important point of the superiority assert-
ed is this—that the expiation provided in the
death of Christ is {ar more availing for the relief
of the conscience, than all the sacrifices of the
Law of Moses.

It may be useful to enquire how other sacri-
fices were conceived to possess a purifying effi-
cacy, before we apply the idea to the sacrifice
of Christ.

The devotion of the ancient world consisted
ingreat partof sacrifices offered on altars. Some
nations, such as the Syrians, the Pheenicians
and their numerous colonies, and the Celts who
were the oviginal inhahitants of western Europe,
offered human victims—prisoners, slaves, or
even their own children ; but the custom of
sacrificing other animals was almost universal.
Great obscurity indeed is spread over this prac-
tice, because it became involved in systems of
blind superstition. When sacrifice was blended
with the confused mass of ancient mythology,

. :
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it was to be expected that offerings of all sorts,
on all occasions, and for all purposes, would be
made by the bewildered votaries of idolatry.
We may however, I think, still perceive that the
idea of expiation, or atonement for sin, lay at the
foundation of the practice. Certainly we meet
with numerous traces of this sentiment in anci-
ent Greek and Roman writers; they not only.
speak of sacrifices offered to pacify the powers of
the invisible world, and cleanse from guilt and
pollution; but they relate severul illustrious in-
stances of individuals deveting themselves to
destruction for the deliverance or benefit of their
country. But wherever human sacrifices were
offered, they must surely have been believed to
be accepted by divine justice in the place of
othier men, And with respect to the animal sa-
crifices of the Egyptians at least, whom Hero-
dotus, the father of profane history, describes as
the most attentive of all men to religious obser-
vances, he delivers the following remarkable ac-
count from his own observation and knowledge :

¢ 'Their established mode of Sacrifice is this;
bringing the animal to the altar, they kindle a
fire, and having poured wine upon the victim,
and slain it, they cut off its head; then, having
pronounced many imprecations upon this head,
they either dispose of it to Greeks frequenting
their market, or cast it into the river. The im.
precations which they pronounce are to the ef-
fect, that if any evil be about to happen, either to
the sacrificers themselves, or to all Egypt, 4t
may be turned upon this head. Such is the un-
iversal custom (says Herodotus) of the Egyp-
tians at all their sacrifices; and'in consequence
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of this cusicin, no Eqgvptian wili taste the head
of any other living creature.”

Now here, (even had we not a very similar
account in the Law of Beses) we find, I con-
ceive, tuc general, if not the original, notien
concerning the efiicacy of animal sacrifices.
They were offered in expiation. By some pro-
cess in the justice of heaven the guilt of the
worshipper, together with the judgments which
it eniailed, was supposed to be transferred to
the slaughtered victim. The pure and innocent
creature suffered : the criminal, acknowledging
his guilt and supplicating forgiveness, expected
to escape.

The origin of this practice, with the consider-
ations which led men to adopt it, is not to be
found in profane authors. If we find it any
where, it must be in the sacred writings of Mo-
ses, who lived many centuries before the most
ancient historians of'other nations, whose works
has been preserved to our times. Dut neither
does Moses give us any decisive information on
the subject. He leaves it altogether undeter-
mined, whether sacrifice was originally ap-
pointed by the Lord, or originated in ithe thought
and feeling of men. 'This, however, the venera-
ble historian does determine—that from the ear-
liest ages of the world, even from the time of
Czain and Abel, ¢« die firsilings of the flock and
the fat thereof” were especiaily ceceptabic of-
ferings. By the time of Noab the sacrifice of
animals would seer to have been regularly esta.
blished; for immediately afier he came forth
from the Ark, we are told, ““Noah buiided an
altar unto the Liord, and took ol every clean
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beast and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt-
offerings on the altar : and the Lord simelled a
sweet savour” (or was pleased with the sacri-
fice) and proceeded, as if induced by its propi-
tiating influence, to relieve the earth from the
curse which had drowned it with the deluge; to
“bless Noah and his Sons,” taking them under
his protection; and to ¢ establish a covenant
of life and peace, with them and every living
creature, for perpetual generations.” 'Thus,
from Noah, the second father of the human
race, the practice of animal sacrifice, with the
persuasion of its peculiar efficacy in propitia-
ting offended heaven, naturally descended to the
several nations of the earth.

In the Law of Bloses it pleased the Lord to
give a complete sanctien to this practice, and by
express declarations te explain its meaning.
The Paschar Lamb was the {irst of the sacri-
fices which the children of Israel were com-
manded to ofter; and of this the design was made
sufficiently clear.  ““'T'he blood” was to be
¢ gprinkled on the door” of every house, on that
awful night, which was to be for ever memorable
for the destruction of the first-born children of
the Egyptians, and the deliverance of the Israel-
ites from their Egyptian bondage: ¢ for the
Lord,” said Moses, “will pass through to smite
the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood
upon the lintel and the twe side-posts, the Lord
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the-
destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite
youw.”

Numerous sacrifices were afterwards enjoin-
ed or approved by the divine Legislator of
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Israel; some of them certainly for the immediate
purpose of expressing the gratitude and piety of
the worshippers; but others were directly ap-
pointed as expiations of sin and purification from
defilement; and as such were necessary to the
religious life of an Israelite, necessary to restore
him from time to time to the favor of the Lord,
and to his place in the congregation. 'These
sacrifices formed an essential part of the Mo-
saic covenant ; they were the means, the only
authorised means under that covenant, of ob-
taining pardon of sin and peace of conscience.
And indeed,wherever the blcod of an animal was
shed, even in those sacrifices which were called
 freewill-offerings,”” or offerings of ‘“peace” or
thanksgiving, there appears to have been an in-
tention to remind the worshipper that, aithough
the Lord in his mercy accepted such offerings,
they could be nccepted only as from a pardon-
ed sinner. What else would an Israelite be
likely to infer, when he found this statement in
his Liaw ;—¢The life of the flesh is in the blood:
and I have given it to you vpon the altar to make
an atonement for your souls: forit is the blood
that maketh an atonement for the soul?”

But could the blood of animals procure such
a blessing? To a certain extent it unquestion-
ably could, God had appointed it to be shed
for that express purpose, and annexed the bless-
ing to it by his own sacred declaration and pro-
mise. As long as the national sacrifices should
be duly offered (the rest of the Law being like-
wise observed by the nation at large) so long
the children of Israel would continue God’s
people; and every individual of that people, 1f he
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duly attenled on the public services, and also
offered such sacrifices as were prescribed for
sins and defifomenic of ignorance and infirmity,
might believe himself so far jusiified and sanc-
tified—so that neither the guilt of such sins, nor
the shame of such delilements, could exclude
him from the covenant.

Frarther however than this the mercies of the
Law went not.  For the man who sinned “with
a bigh bhand”—the willul and obstinate trans-
gressor, wheither e were an idolater, a sab-
bath-breaker, 2 murderer or an adulterer,—the
Law provided no expiation; of such persons it
pronounce:d, that they shouald ¢ die in their ini-
guity,” and < their blood” should ¢ be upon
them.”

Andin trath, as the zuthor of this Epistle ob.-
serves, and as many passages in the Old Testa-
ment would lead vs to reflect, 1t must have been
in all cases “imporaible for the blood of goats
and of calves (considered with regard to ttsin-
trinsic value or efficacy) to take away sins.” It
was “afigureforthetimethen present;’ it “sanc-
tified 1o the purifying of the flesh;” by virtue
of God’s appointinent it availed for that exter-
nal purification which made men it to continue
m his service; but 1t ““conld not make him who
did the service perfliet 2s pertaining to the con-
science.”  Bo surs the author of this Epistle
to the Hebrews; wnd every refiecting and corsi-
derate Hebrew must, we might suppose, have
always {elr, that there was a vost (HE-:})I'()P(H'HOH
betveen the shedding of an animal’s Hlood, and
the cleansing of the soul of man from sin in the
sight of God. And, although such a person
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would scrupulously conform himself to God’s
directions aud trust his promises ; although he
would ¢ walk in all the commandments and or-
dinances of the Liord blanicless,” and ¢ look for
redemption according to the mercies promised to
the fathers and witnessed by the Liaw and the
Prophets;” still hewould fecl that “the redemp-
tion of the soul” was too *“ precivus’ to be ob-
tained *“by burnt-offerings «r sacrifices for
ever.” 'Thus undunbtedly did the avthor of the
51st Psalm {vel, when he said, ¢ Wash me
thoroughly frein wine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin. Against fhee, thee only, have I
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. For
thou desirest not sacrifice, clse would I give it :
thou delightest not in burntofering.  The
sacrifices of Ged are a broken enivit ¢ a broken
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de-
spise!”

Thus the Law, with all its sacrifices, was un-
availing to the satisfuction of ke conscience.
It aftorded only this relieving hope, that the
God who had declared himself < merciful and
gracious and forgiving” after the children of
Israel had breken his covenant at Sinai,
and on many subsequent occasions; and had
appointed express sacrifices for the expiation
of minor offences; would, by soine unalogous
method as yet unrevealed, admit the sacrifice
of a broken heart, or pardon and accept the
true penitent, although lis sins imight be such as
had no atonement provided by ihe Law.

Now that method the Gospel hus revealed.
¢ The blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, is
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calculated to cleanse ¢ the conscience from
dead works to serve the living God.”

It is the doctrine of the Gospel that Christ is
« raE Lampor Gob that taketh away the sins
of the world;”’—that “ God hath set forth him
to be a propitiation in his (own) blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins—that
he might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth;” that Jesus, the Christ, the holy and
beloved son of God, being pure from every stain
of sin, and of infinite worth and dignity by the
union of the divine naturc with his human person,
by the impulse of that eternal Spirit which
formed and conducted the plan of redemption,
offered himself a sacrifice to eternal justice;
that he laid down his life as a satisfaction and
vicarious atonement for the sins of men; and
that through him all who believe in his name are
justifiea—his blood being really accepted as a
sufficient expiaticn for ‘“ iniquity, transgression,
and sin.” .

The consequence, stated by the sacred writer,
is this; that, as persons living under the Old
Testament, after they had contracted guilt or
defilement in the cases specified by the Law,
might consider themselves sanctified or cleansed
by the legal sacrifices and purifications, so that
they needed not to fear the presence of the God
of Israel; in like manner, but far. more satis-
factorily, is the conscience of believers in Christ’
purified from the sense of guilt and defilement.
by their faith in his atonement, so that they feel
themselves enabled with assured and joyful hope
to ‘“ serve the living God.” .

Thatthe atonement of Christ is thus eficacious,
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may be shown, as well from the reason of the
thing, as from actual experience.

By the reason of the thing I mean, that the
sacrifice of Christ is that expiation on which
the soul of man may securely rely.

In the first place we are distinctly and fully
assured, that it ¢s a safiicient and satisfactory
expiation. INo doubt obscures the promises of
the Gospel. To every one who truly repents
of his sins, and seeks forgiveness with humble
faith in Christ, complete and eternal deliverance
1s unequivocally promised throngh the Redeem-
er’s blood. On this promise we might—we
unquestionably should—rely, even if we knew
nothing whatever of the way in which that blood
avails for expiation. The word of God, duly
attested as it is in the Gospel, must surely be a
sufficient warrant for our faith.

But we are enabled to discern something of
the propriety ot the sacrifice. We can in some
measure perceive how the death of Christ is ca-
pable of satisfying divine justice. For whether
we regard the punishment of sin as requisite to
maintain the honor of God’s law, or to deter
from future transgressicn, the death of Christ
on our behalf must appear abundantly effectual
for either purpose. No man—no being in the
universe—can think of God’s beloved Son bear-
ing the guilt of our iniquity and dying for our
forgiveness, without the deepest and most awful
conviction of the justice of God, and the most
dreadful apprehension of the consequences,
should that atonement in any case be unavailing.
And let it not be forgotten that salvation is pre-
mised, even through that atonement, to those

F
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alone who so repent as to renounce and abandoxn

gin : for the impenitent and wiliully disobedient,
neither will the Redeemer’s blocd avail, nor
can there “remain’” any other ¢ sacrifice for
sins.”’ )

The feeling of the believer therefore is,—
whether he looks at the absolute promises of
Giod through Christ, or at the satisfactory atone-
meunt which Christ has made,—¢ I am pardoned:
¥ am justified from all things; God has accented
the propitiatory sacrifice which himself provided,
and which must have been of infinite value.”
Hence his conscience is cleansed; heno longer
loolks upon himself as polluted and dead in sin,
but as sanctified and alive to God in Christ; he
rejoices in the salvation of his soul; and pro-
ceods to live as one who is ¢ alive from the
dead.”

Such is the reasonable and probable effect of
a belief in Christ’s atonement. And does not
experience confirm the argument? What sort
of persons have they been who have believed?
I do not say—who have been called Christians,
but who have sincerely trusted in Christ cruci-
fied? Those whom the new Testament exhibits
to our view—what did they become? Did they
not all—the Apostles, and all whom they ac-
knowledged as faithful dlsmples of their Master
——punfy themselvea from all sin and serve God
in holiness of life? Those who 1 every age have
known the Gospel and felt its power —hdve they
not all, as far as we have rcason to believe that
they understood and applied Christian trath—
been distinguished by the same marks?. And
now—rwherever men believe in Christ—truly
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belteve in hus atoning blood, is not the same effect
produced? ¢ Who is he that overcometh the
world?—but he who confesseth that Jesus i=
the Son of God?” Who endeavours to ¢ purily
himself even as God is pure?” but he who bc-
lieves that Christ died to “redcem him from
iniquity?”  Who discover the decpest penitence
for sins committed, and the greatest vigilance to
avoid future transgressions? Are they not those
who pay the devoutest regard to the Redecemer’s
Cross? Who are most (Mmmrruished for all the
graces and virtues of Chr :simmty—for humility,
heavenly-mindedness, patience, meekness, cha-
rity? Are they not such as could most justly
say, We are  crucified with Christ?”

Let us then humbly and ormeful!y adore the
mercy of Almighty God, who has given us our
life under the light and grace of the Gospel.
Great indeed is the privilege to ¢ behold the
Lamb of God;”’ to be enabled to look to that sa-
crifice which 1s a full expiation for sin; to know
him in whose blood we have complete redemp-
tion. We mighthave been born among Heathens,
destitute of any sacrifice in which confidence
could be reasonably placed; or among Jews,
where the sacrifices, although of divine appoint-
ment, were of such a nature as to give but
very imperfect relief to the conscience ; or
among Christians (for such in name there are)
ignorant of the true value of the Redeem-
er’'s blood. Blessed then—blessed from all
our hearts be that mercy which has cast our
lot in a Christian and enlightened land—where
the pure word of God at least is read and
heard—and where (if we have but “eurs to
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hear,”) the true and perfect salvation of Christ
is known !

Let us settle it in our minds as a certain
truth that the death of Christ was a real and ef-
fectual atonement. Many have been tempted
to pass over or explain awgy the doctrine of the
Gospel on this grand subject. The Cross, ““to
the Jews’’ of old ¢ a stumbling block, and to
the Greeks foolishness,” is to these persons any
thing rather than ‘‘ the power of God.” Should
any doubt arise in our minds, let us remember
how very plainly the Apostles speak of the ato-
ning efficacy of the Redeémer’s blood; how de-
cidedly Jesus himself spoke of the necessity of
his death; how the types and prophecies of the
Old Testament pointed to such a propitiation;
and finally how ¢ the desire of all nations,” as
discovered by their numberless sacrifices, re-
quired a sacrifice in which the soul could confide.
An atoning Saviour is evidently the end of the
Law, the fulfilment of the Prophets, the hope
and the want of man. O! now that such a one
has been revealed, let us not shut ocur eyes to
his glory, but ‘“look unto him and be saved!”

Lastly, let us call ourselves to a solemn en-
quiry, whether we are ‘redeemed to God” by
the < blood” of Christ. That blood was shed
“for the life of the world ;” but unless it has been
‘“sprinkled on our hearts by faith,” and we
‘“ have washed our robes and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb,” it cannot yet have
availed for ourselves. But how shall we know
the fact? Surely every man’s own conscience
should be able to inform him of it. Have we, or
have we not, as a plain matter of fact, placed
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our trust in Christ crucified for the pardon of
our sins? But if the answer should not at once
be given, there is still a decisive criterion. Faith
in Christ is an active principle; it must shew
itself by the feelings which it excites, and the
life which it produces. Does then our faith
¢ sanctify to the purifying” of the soul? Has it
< purged our conscience from dead works,”” and
constrained as well as enabled us to ¢ serve the
living God?”’ If any would pass for believers
in whom such effects are not observable, O let
them remember who it was that said < If T wash
thee not, thou hast no part in me !’






JUSTIFICATION.

ROMANS, V. 1.

Being juslified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

“Prace with God” isthe first and highest
desire of an awakened and reflecting character.
Until he enjoys this blessing he canfind no rest;
because as long as the conscience regards the
Almighty for cn enemy, it must be agitated by
dreadful apprehensions. But if only satisfied
that God is his friend, he experiences a delightful
serenity and happiness; being assured that
whatever may befal him, the Tost Iigh can
make ¢ all things work together for (lns) good.”

This inestimable blessing is communicated by
the Gospel, and enjoyed by all these who uu]y
receiveit. Itis the high privilege of the Minis-
ters of Christ tdwnform their fellow servants how
to obtain so great a benefit. And wherever
men are prepared for the Gospel which they
preach, it becomes (il rightly preached) ¢ the
ministry of Reconciliation,”—the means of es-
tablishing union and friendship between God in
heaven and mortals here on earth.

On the present occasion I suppose myself to
address persons who earnestly desire ‘‘peace
with God.”” I suppose that, in reflecting on his
awful holiness and your own sinfulness of heart
and life, you have felt a miserable fear of death
and eternal judgment, and are anxiously enquir-
ing <« What mest I do to bo saved?” And }
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will endeavour to show you, asplainly as I am
enabled to understand it, the sure way of salva-
tion and peace.

In the language of the Apostle therefore I
proclaim to you this Gospel :—* Being justified
by faith,” you shall “have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Peace is the
consequence of justification; justification is to
be obtained through Christ; and faith is the
means by which you may obtain it. If you
rightly believein Christ, you are justified through
him; andif'so justified you are at peace with God.
Let me explain distinetly each of these things.

1. A man is justified when he is accounted ot
pronounced just or righteous. The expression
isthus used in the Old Testament. Inthe 25th
chapter of Deuteronomy, verse the 1st, we find
this precept of the Law cf Mosés : ¢ Ifthere be
a controversy between men, and they come unto
judgment, that the judges may judge them; then
they shall justify the righteous and condemn
the wicked.” Inthe 17th chapter of Proverbs
we have the admonition : < He that justifieth
the wicked, and he that condemneth the just,
even they both are an abomination to the Lord.”
Here, and in many other places, the word relates
to the judgment which man forms or declares
concerning man; but elsewhere it is used of
God’s judgment of the soul. Thus Solomon
praysat the dedication of the T'emple, (1st Kings,
VIII. 32.) ¢ Hear thouin Heaven, and do; and
judge thy servants, condemning the wicked to
bring his way upon his bead, and justifying the
righteous, to give him according to his righteous-
ness.” Our blessed Lord speaks in a like



45

manner of the judgment ofthe lastday ; (Matth.
XII. 36, 37.) where, shewing that every thing
which indicates the disposition of ¢ the heart,”’
were it even “ tdle words,”” will be taken into
account, he declares— F'or by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned.”

Thusfar justification exactly corresponds with
the extent of actnal and personal righteousness.
It is the law of God as well as the law of man,
that the just should alone be justified, pronounc-
ed and treated as just or good. And hence our
Apostle, after taking a view of the state of man-
kind, and appealing to the conscience both of
Jews and Gentiles, infers that on the ground of
their own merits they could not be justified;
that ¢ all the world had become guilty before
God,” and therefore * by the deeds of the law
shall no flesh be justified in his sight.”

Such is the state, and such the alarming pros-
pect, of man in himself. But ¢through our
Lord Jesus Christ’” another justification is pro-
vided for us. ‘¢ Now’ says the Apostle, “ the
righteousness of God without the Law is ma-
nifested, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets.”” For < the Law (of Moses) had a
shadow of good things’ that were ¢ to come” af-
ter it. It appointed mediators between God and
man ; it enjoined offerings and sacrifices for sin ;
for sins of ignorance and infirmity it extended
forgiveness; and in some of its provisions, such
as the paschal lamb and the scape-goat, it held
forth a shadowy hope of general and complete
atonement. The Prophets spoke a plainer lan-
guage. 'To pass over innumerable predictions

G
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ol the blessinas of the Gosnel, Isatah very dis-
tinctly deseribes in his 53d chapter the provision
which God had reselved to muke for the justifi-
cation of asinful world. Speaking of a most
extraordinary character whom he calls “the
Servant” and < the Arm of tiie Liord” he says,
“ Sarely he hath borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows—yet we did esteema him stricken,
smitten of God and afilicted : Bat he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquitics; the chastisement of our peace
was upon him, and by hisstrines we are healed :
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  He shall
sec of the travail of his soul (its consequences
and effects) and shall be satisfied :—by hisknow-
ledge shall my righteous servant justify many,
for he shall bear their iniquities.”’

The mediation of Christ is evidently here in-
tended, and the application of it was thus made
by St. Paul in his discourse to the Jews of An-
tioch, (Acts, XTIL.): ¢ Be it known unto you,
therefore, men and bretiren, that through this
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins,
and by him all that believe are justified from
all things;—from which ye could not be Jjusti-
fied by the Law of Moses.”” 'This indeed is his
language, the language of all the Apostles,
throughout their ministry. Wherever they went,
they preached ¢ peace by Jesus Christ;” accord-
ing to his commission and injunction that ¢« Re-
pentance and remission of sins should be preach-
ed in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.”
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Put in the Epistle to the Remans, cur Apos.
Uemost fully and explicitly declares the dectrine
ot the Gospel. < Phe viohtecusness of Ged,”’
be tells us, is that which *¢is by faith of Jesus
¢hirist unto all and upon all them that believe.”
For when * the whele world was guilty before
God;” when ¢ all had sinned, and come short
of lits glory,” so 2s to have no hLope on the
cround of their cwn righteousness;—when In
this respect there was *“ no difference” (no es-
sentia! difference, whatever there might be in
the measure or degrec of guilt) batween Jew
and Gentile, or wman and man;—then ¢ God,
seading his own son in the likeness” of our sinful
nature, delivered him up to death as a sacrifice
for cur sins, ““that we might be made the right-
cousnezss of God in Lim,” or justified, pardoned
and aceepted, ¢ freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

Justification, thercfore, in the sense of the
Gospel, i1s the imputation er reckoning of right-
cousness to sinful men. On God’s part this is-
an act of mercy or grace; Christ and his re-
demption are a free gift; and thereforeit is called
«“the Righteousness of God.”” On the part of
Christ it is a purchase; by laying down his pre-
cious life, by making his own soul an offering
for sin, he hias obtained our pardon and accept-
ance; and therefore he is called ¢ our Righi-
eousness.”  On ouwr part it is nothing; nothing
but a blessing received and enjoyed—for we are
< justified freely by the grace of God”—uot by
any “ work” of which man mght ¢ buast.”

But is there really such a thing as this? Can
God, who sees and judges all things as ‘thev
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are, account or pronounce a sinner righteous?
Through the redemption that is in Christ, and
with reference to his righteousness and atone-
ment, he can; he has given us the fullest assur-
ance of it; it 1s the great doctrine of the Gospel,
the peculiar blessing of the new covenant.
When Jesus was himself the preacher, he in-
vited all—all in their actual state of sin—to
“come’ to him, and declared that they should
¢« find rest for their souls:” that whosoever came
he would ¢ not cast out;” that ‘“ whosoever be-
lieved” should ‘‘ not be condemned,’”” but should
“have everlasting life.” 'The Apostles were
sent to ¢ preach the Gospel to every creature;”
and they preached the blessed truth, that every
one who believed their message and avowedhis
faith by receiving Baptism in the name of Christ
should certainly be saved; that in that Baptism
his sins were washed away; that as soon as he
believed God accepted him; that in considera-
tion of what Christ had done and suffered, he
was actually justified, and become a child of
grace and of God. :

Nor was the freeness of this justification con-
fined to the men of that first age of the Gospel :
it belongs to all who shall ever have believed in
Christ. Hence, when St. John in the Revela-
tions, (chapter 7th,) “beheld (the) great mul.
titude-of all nations and kindreds and tongues.
standing before the throne clothed in white
robes,” he is informed that ¢ they’” had ¢ washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.” For, as the same Apostle states
m his General Epistle ‘¢ Jesus Christ the right-
eous is the propitiation for our sins; and not for
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ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.”

There is, 1t must be acknowledged, something
very astonishing in this method of justification.
The mind is amazed at the contemplation of it,
and bardly knows how to admit the gracious
truth. One thing however is found bearing a
resemblance to it, and to that St. Paul com-
pares it;—the fall of all mankind in Adam.
But these two appointments correspond; they
belong to the same system of divinegovernment ;
and the recover y is happily as extensive as the
loss. ¢ As by the offence of one (Adam, our
common father,) judgment came upon all men
to condemnation (and death) ; even so, by the
righteousness of one (Jesus Christ, our common
Redeemer,) hath the free gift come upon all
men unto justification of life.”” Nay, the bles-
sing far exceeds the curse; for *“ the blood of
Christ cleanses from all sin”—not merely from
that guilt of our first parent which polluted our
nature and subjected us all to death ; but from
the accumulated transgressions which we have
ourselves committed, and by which we have de-
served a heavier weight of punishment ; ¢ for
the judgment was by one to condemnatlon but
thefreegiftis of many offences unto justification.”

Thus we obtain a full view of justification.
Let us proceed to cousider the nature of that
Jfaith by means of which we are justified.

This might seem indeed to want little expla-
nation. 'To believe in Christ is to believe the
Gospel, or give credit to what he and his Apos-
tlestaught. But there is a vast difference be-
tween a general assent, and the decp conviction
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of truth which resulis from carelul attention and
enquiry. Brought up in Christian couutries,
we learn the ¢ Articles of our Belief”” by rote,
and ofien perhaps imagine ourselves believers
because we have never considered the question
““ Are these things so?” "o this idle, heurtless
and unmeaning sort of faith the justification of
the soul and peace with God cannot be attached.
"Those who have proceeded no farther in religion
have vonolion of such a justification as produces
peace; they look forward with a mixture of
fear and hope to the jadgment of the last day;
and uncertain as to their actual state, enter-
tain a vague idea that then the merits of Christ
may be found of some avail. Thisis that ‘“dead”
fatth against which 8t. James saw cause to
protest even in his own time; a faith which is
ineffective, and, as he plainly warns his rcaders,
““ cannot save” the soul.

'T'o believe in Christ, in the only sense in
which faith is worthy of regard, is to be fully
persuaded on due consideration that the Gospel
1s divinely true, to embraceits doclrines, and to
look to Christ as- the only Saviour. It is to
receive all the truths which the Gospel teaches,
but especially that peculiar and distinguishing
truth, that < Christ died for our sins;”’ that heis-
“‘the Lamb of God,” the sacrifice and atonement
for the sins of the'world. Itis to trustin Christ,
being satisfied that he is able to save; and to
present ourselves before God, pleading in hum-
ble confidence the merit of his precious blood.
‘They who thus believe are justified; they seek
for pardon and acceptauce through the Lord
Jesus Christ, and they find it.
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Many persons are offended at the doctrine of
«justification by faith,” imagining it calculated
to encourage a vain conﬁdcme and to open the
door to a careless life. But in truth no doctrine
could be more worthy of divine wisdom, or bet-
ter adapted to the condition of wankind. It

cannot, when properly taught and received, be
ploduuwe of any bad eﬂf,ct, on two uccounts :
first, because faith in Christ, such as I have des-
cribed, must always be (lCCOTD]}m‘IE'l by true
repentance; and secondly, becausce it implies
obedience, the submission of the heart to (wd 5
will in Christ, and the sincerc discharge ol every
duty.

Faith, I say, must always be accommpanied by
true repentance. For in bel eving Christ to b\,
the Saviour of the world, we Lelieve the whole
world to have been invoived in sin, and needing
deliverance; and in Jooking to him for our own
salvation,we see and acknowledge the sinswhich
have madethat salvation necessary {o us,— which
have exposed ws to the condemnation of God.
We consequently feel sorrow for sin, hatred of
its malignity, and an earnest desire to be rescued
from its evil power. With such feelings the
stnner comes to Christ, but he comes to ““sin
no more.”

True faith also implies obedience, or the
practice of Christian virtue. If indeed Christ
were merely a deliverer from punishment—if
the Gospel simply offered pardon and - eternal
life to believers, there might be room for ap-
prehension; although even in that case faith
would tend to produce a good life; it would be
likely to ““work by love,” or gratitude to so
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gracious a benefactor; and by hope, the hope
of a heavenly inheritance for which the pure and
holy alone could expect to be fit. Butthisis a
partial view. Christ appears in the Gospel as a
complete Redeemer. He not only came to
‘“ give his life a ransom;”” but he is the teacher
of perfect virtue, and the enjoiner of the whole
Guaty of man : he holds forth every motive to the
practice of universal goodness, and most so-
lemnly declares that they only who keep his
commandments shall be finally admitted into his
heavenly kingdom. Now every person who sin-
cerely believes in Christ will and must attend
to these instructions and declarations; and,
while he embraces with humble confidence the
salvation, the free and immediate salvation,
which the Gospel offers him ;—while he actually
enters into a ¢ state of salvation,” andis at
peace with God through the atoning death of
the Redeemer; he feels himself bound by the
strongest obligations—the authority of his
Master, the will and command of his Lord, the
promises and threatenings of his Judge—to lead
“ a godly and a Christian life.”

The doctrine of justification by faith, even by
faith only, is therefore safe; as it is unquestiona-
bly the doctrine of the Gospel itself. But this
doctrine is also ‘¢ worthy of all acceptation,”
because it containsa singular excellence ;—it
produces an effect much to be desired, which
would hardly attend any other view of the di-
vine government, any other kind of covenant or
scheme of salvation. [t is ‘ justification by
faith” alone which communicates ‘ peace” to
the soul.
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The nature and value of this blessmg re-
main now to be considered.

Peace, where there has been previous war,
requires a reconciliation. ¢ Christ,” as the
Apostle elsewhere says, ¢“is our peace;”” having
become the mediator between God and man, re-
conciled divine justice to sinners by the atone-
ment of his own blood, and thus opened the
‘way for our restoration to favor and friendship
with God. 'When we believe in that reconcilia-
tion, we enjoy *“peace with God;” weregard the
Most High as our friend; we love him, feel a
happy confidence in him, and delight in the
thought of pleasing him; we rejoice in his love,
and in the hope of admission to his heavenly
mansions, his eternal bliss and glory.

Such a ¢ peace with God”’ is of the highest
value. It is at the same time the sweetest hap-
piness which the soul can enjoy, and the best
encouragement to afaithful perseverance in duty.
It gives us that repose without which we are in-
capable of any regular endeavours after holiness,
and assures us that our labour shall not be in
vain. It imparts moral strength and vigour
to the soul; for «if God be for us, who shall
be against us? If he be our friend and ally,
what other. power can prevail to our disadvan-

.tage? What is there which, in reliance on his
Almighty support, we may not fearlessly un-
‘dertake and accomplish?
~We are not left however to the mere natural
effect of a belief in our justification. 'To those
who are justified God himself communicates
peace. The Spirit of truth and holiness is their
_sscomforter,” and'in this capacity it is his especial
H
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office to impart that ¢ peace which surpasseth
all understanding.” To this high privilege the
Apostle refers when he says, ¢ the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost;’’ and ¢ much more, being justified by the
blood of Christ, we shall be saved by his life.”
By the help of this Spirit the believer continues
in a state of justification and peace. He is sup-
ported in his conflicts with sin, the world and
the great adversary. He is enabled to ¢ hold
fast the profession of his faith,” and to ¢ hope
to the end.” He struggles to overcome the in-
firmities of his nature, daily seeks and obtains
forgiveness for unavoidable failings, and endea-
vours to ¢ purify himself even as Christ is pure.”
In short, ¢ being made free from sin (as aruling
power,) and become a servant to God he has
(as the Apostle expresses it) his fruit unto holi-
ness, and the end everlasting life,”

Such is the state, such are the inestimable
blessings, to which we are called by the Gospel.
But have we obeyed the call? Have we actu-
ally entered into thisstate?  Are these blessings
in personal consciousness and enjoyment ours?

They were known and enjoyed by those who
first believed in Christ, as the pages of the New
Testament and the voice of history abundantly
testify. They were clearly understood by our
venerable Reformers, and are fully attested by
the Liturgy and Doctrines of our Church.
Through the * mercy of the Lord” extending
“from generation to generation,”’ and ¢¢ his
righteousness unto children’s children,” they
have come down as an inheritance to ourselves.

But an inheritance may not be asserted.
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Ignorant of its value, or engrossed by other pur-
suits, the heir may suffer it to remain unclaimed
and unoccupied. In our infancy we, being the
children of those who professed the faith, were
acknowledged as ¢ children of the (New) Cove-
nant,” and received by the Church as ¢ members
of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the
kingdom of heaven.” But we may have disre-
garded our title, and left it to lie dormant. We
may never have presented ourselves before God
as believers in Christ, and so may never have
obtained theblessings of justification and peace.
Many, alas, who are born in Christian lands,
thus pass their days; year after year elapses
without their discovering any vital regard for
the Saviour; and when the time of their depar-
ture comes, they have still to seek—if it may be
allowed them then to obtain—¢ peace with God
through the redemption of Christ.”

Their state is fearful. But ¢“now is the accept-
ed time, now is the day of salvation.”” Although
we ought from our childhood to have grown up
‘in the faith of the Gospel and the enjoyment of
its privileges, it is not yet too late to be saved.
These blessings are offered, {reely offered, to us
all. We have only to believe with that true
‘faith which leads us to forsake sin and devote
ourselves to the service of Christ, and we shall
surely be ¢ justified’’ and “havepeace with God.”

Some are probably anxious to learn what
precise steps they should take, what specific acts
perform, to enter into possession of their Chris-
tian privileges.

A determinate act was appointed by Christ,
and in the primitive Church was performed.
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amidst such circumstances as in most instances
actually rendered it, an evidence of justifying
faith. This was Baptism, a public and solemn
washing with water ¢ in the name of the Father,
Son and - Holy Ghost;” by which the convert
declared to the world that he renounced all the
defilements of his former state, and entered inte
the new and holy society of the Christian Church.
The circumstances, which almost always proved
the sincerity of the first converts, were the diffi-
culties, sufferings and dangers to which they
exposed themselves by their profession. Ne
sooner had a person been baptized in those days,
than he found himself an object of general hatred
and persecution; and few were likely to encoun-
ter the trial, unless inwardly persuaded that «“ in
Christ they should have peace.”

In the present day the case is different. Nei-
ther Baptism, nor any other mode of acknow-
ledging a belief in the Gospel, exposes men -to
very painful consequences. Such an acknow-

“ledgment is rather necessary, in Christian coun-
tries at least, to our worldly comfort. Although
therefore it is undoubtedly right and obligatory
to maintain and observe the ordinances of Christ,
we cannot justly place confidence in these. as
evidences of the vitality of our faith and the safety
of our spiritual condition.

What we have now te do, if we would enjoy
pardon and peace, is rather private than public.
It is akin to that worship which Christ enjoined :
“Thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,
and shut the door.”” 'The soul must draw nigh
to God, pleading the precious name and blood
of the Redeemer, earnestly imploring forgiveness
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and acceptance, and giving itself upto God in
Christ. Such an ¢“entrance within the veil”
will be manifested by a new disposition and cha-
racter, a holy and religious life; every sin will
be forsaken. every duty zealously discharged.
If not previously baptized, the believer will
submit to that Cheistian rite, as the appointed
entrance into the outward and visible Church;
ifalready a professed and acknowledged member,
he will diligently attend the assemblies of the
Church, avail himself of the several offices of the
ministry, and become a partaker of the Lord’s
supper, the sign and seal of cemmunicn with
Christ.

Let this course be taken in sincerity and ear-
nestness, and the llessings of the Covenant will
assuredly be our own. TFor Christ is the same
as inthe days of old; and the Gospel is the
dispensation of the grace of God, to continue un-
changed until Christ shall come again.






HOLY COMFORT.

ACTS IX. 31.

Walking in the fear of the Lozg; and in the comfort of the Holy
Lost.

Tuis description belongs to the Christians of
the land of Israel a few years afier the resurrec-
tion of Christ and descent of the Holy Spirit.
At the conclusion of the first persecution, when
Saul the leading persecutor had been converted
into a zealous propagator of the Gospel, and the
Jews were otherwise occupied,—¢“ then had the
Churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee
and Samaria’’—the three principal divisions of
the land at that period, ¢ and were edified”’—.
confirmed and established in Christian truth;
“and walking in the fear of the Liord and in the
comtort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied”’—
new converts being continually added to their
members, and new congregations formed.

* The same description ought to have helonged
to all the Churches in the world since the days
of persecuticn have passed. Enjoying ‘rest”
from outward enemies, we ought to be ¢ built
up in our most holy faith,” and exhibit such an
union of virtue and happiness as might attract
continual accessions to our communion, In
many instances it has been far otherwise; our
religion has declined, rather than flourished, in
the sunshine of worldly prosperity. The exam-
ple however of the primitive Churches remains
for our imitation. Let us set that example
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continually before us, and endeavour to attain a
just resemblance to it.

The sacred historian describes in a very few
words the course of life which those Christians
pursued, and the blessedness with which they
were favoured. They ¢ walked’” or lived ¢ in
-the fear of God, and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost.”” If we consider the two parts of this
description, we shall perceive a close connexion
between them; and inferences will follow, both
of practical importance, and of the most consola-
-tory nature,

¢ The fear of the Liord” is a scriptural phrase
for true religion, It expresses that solemn re-
~verence for the Almighty which pervades the
pious mind. Such a feeling must be produced
-in every person whoseriously thinks of God, and
must remain as long as the Most High is actu-
ally present to his thoughts. For how can any
-one reflect on the nature of the Supreme Being
~without the deepest awe? He made us and all
.the world, and on him we entirely depend for
life and breath and all things. Should he for a
moment withdraw his supporting hand, we fall
into the dust from which he raised us; should
our provocations call forth his anger, the ground
might cleave asunder under our feet, or the
Jightning’s flash instantaneously burn us up.
I life be preserved, how easily can he make it
worse than death itself;—afllicting our bodies
with_excruciating pains, or our minds with yet
more intolerable agonies ! Nor is there hope of
.escape; for he.is eternal, and can (if he think
fit} expose us to everlasting punishment : he is
< able todestroy both body and soul in hell.”
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And this Almighty and Eternal God is one
whom weo have reasou to {ear. TMor ful l of bounty
and goodness as he certainly is, Lo is neither
m(hf“f\re“t to our cm\duct nor mcapwbla of in-
thcting even the soveres pum shments on his
creatures. A holy and JUS{ ruler of the world,
he maintains his governme it by punishing the
guilty as well as rewardi: ng the good.  We are
all sullering mor 53 11 “:,3 present siate,
hecause we are ail i e in siin;—our nature
being so corrupted that ¢ there is not ajusL man
upon carin that doeth gesd and s wh not.”
' prefhiond in
A

DBat we have more, wuch more, o ap
a future state; becan ! : wh;ch we
commit as vivaals Jdo notacem in general
\wu\a wly met in very mavy insiances) to be
brongsht o “"’m.nt, cnd wo ars agsored that
< Godawill brins Ty work into judgment, with
every secvoi thi vhother it bo good or wie-
ther it be evil.

Buat God has ziven us alaw. 'The substance
of itis writien in the hear:s of all men; and
therefore cvery man on earin, Loing condemned
by his own com:imce must ‘u‘emble, if he ever
%nouslv thinkz, at the thouglit of God’s dis-
plexsure. Inoour Holy Seriptures this Jdaw is
plainly writien and [ 133 wafolled : we are ex-
pressiy told what is God's will, and *“ what sort
of persons we ouzht to be in all holy conversa-
tion and godliness.” And when we judge our-
selves by God’s commandments, we discover
alarming defects and transgressions; we . find
that in very many instances we have done amiss
and dealt w.ckﬁ"!y, and when the outward ac-
tion may not have been grossly ofitnsive, we feel

1
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an oppressive weight within—¢‘ another law in
our members, warring against the law of our
mind (and conscience,) and bringing us into
captivity to the law of sin.”” 'The inevitable ef-
fect is fear—fear of future and eternal wrath.
We know that God cannot approve and justify
such characters as we feel ourselves to be, and
we consequently look forward with dreadful ap-
prehension to our appearance before his judgment
seaf.

Relief indeed is found in the mercies of God.
All men are supported by some hope of forgive-
ness, but the Gospel of Christ affords ground
for sure and steady confidence. ¢ 'Thereis now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Je-
sus.” 'Through the ever-blessed Redeemer it
has pleased God to assure us of salvation, if we
believe in him and keep his commandments.
And those ¢ commandments are not grievous;”’
although they contain the whole duty of man,
although they are the same with the law of our
nature and the eternal law of God, still they do
not oppress the believing soul, because help—
divine help—is provided. “ The law of the Spirit
of life makes him free from the law of sin and of
death.”” Thus, if we are Christians indeed, we
are delivered from tormenting fears; but there is
a ‘“fear of the Lord”’ which still remains. 1Itis
that to which the Apostle refers in the exhorta-
tion—¢ Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling—for it ¢s God which worketh in
you.” 'The very consideration of God’s un-
bounded goodness fills the soul with the most
awful reverence. 'The Christian reflects upon
himself as ¢ God’s workmanship, created in
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Christ unto good works.” He trembles when
he thinks in whose hands he is,—for what pur-
pose God has taken him in hand,—and what is
the work to be done. His fear is, not so much
lest he should be condemned for his trangres-
sions—for the Gospel assures him that he has
passed from death to life, and is actually ad-
mitted to a state of favour and acceptance ;—but,
lest he should “‘receive the grace of God in
vain,”’—lest he should withstand and counteract
the purpose of divine mercy,—lest he should
(after all) ¢ come short of the glory of God.”

Such a fear is highly salutary. It tends to
the best effects; it makes us watchful, active,

-humble and devout. Itis a filial and a holy
fear; exciting us to act as it becomes the chil-
dren of God, and to follow that ¢ holiness—
without which no man can seethe Lord.” It
‘“keeps us in the love of God,” and maintains
and invigorates our faith and hope. In con-
junction with those motives it produces a Chris-
tian life—leading usto ‘“be stedfast,immoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord.” Tt
is the principle which immediately directs our
attention to practical godliness, and therefore
rightly stands, in the New Testament aswell as
the Old, for vital religion in general.

In this “fear of the Lord” the primitive Church-
es “walked;” and, as a fit and natural accompa-
niment, they enjoyed ¢ the comfort of the Holy
Ghost.”

‘“'The comfort of the Holy Ghost” comprises
all the happiness which Christianity communi-
cates to the human soul. The Gogpelis very ge-
nerally foretold by the Prophets asa consolatory
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dispensation, and the most peculiar neme by
which the Jews from of ¢l have distinguished
the Messiah, is ““the Comfurier.” The ¢ just
and devout” at the time of cor Savieur’s birth,
were ¢ waiting for the consclation of Israoi ”
And great was the consolation which Jesus
brou"ht by lis wenderful works of mercy and
benevolence, by the meckness and gentlencss of
s deportment, and hy the lessed 2ESUrances,
encouragements and promiscs of his doctrine.
But to his disciplos, afflicted at the prospect of
osing their guardian and guide, he promises o

yet greater mem't:: to result from his departure
10 Lcavcn‘ “Awnornin ComroerteER,” who
should ¢ abide with them for ever,” und more
than compensate for !1:5 bodily absence— even
the Spirit of Froth.’

“The comfort of the Holy Ghost” is best un-
derstood—at lecst may be boat cxplained—by
considering that which the disciples enjoyed
while Christ wng present with them. For it is
of the cane nzture, with this single cxeception—
that what Jesus did outwerdly, “that the Spirit
does imwardly; or (mores strictly spea king) what
Jesus communicsted to the soul ih*o:‘ 7h the bo-
dily senses, that the Epivit leads the s soul to ol-
tain by all the meane of grace and divine truth.
For here we must distin ﬂmsﬁ between the mi-
raculous gifts of the &spnu and his office of
comfarter. Those zifts were parital—the Apos.
tles and some OMJ of the firct disciples were
endowed with them: but ¢ the comfort of the
Holy Ghost” is untversal—it is the privilege of
all Churchies and of cvery monber. Thosc oifts

were tempersvye—they searcaly continued after
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the lust of the Apostles; but thisis prrnefuel—

it was o “abide always even to the end of the
world” Thcse gifts were imparted for a par-
ticuler purpos mplctethc external reve-
hhi on of h*w( Cwonant and establish the
tinn ChL"Lh but this is the great promise
nt th t Covenant, to be enjoyed by the Chureh,
and conolt f?: s characteristic blessing, and
di:a?inci?on fm") the unbelicving world.

What then was the comfort which the disci-
ples enjoyed in the immediatepresence of Christ ?
Tr was this, that “ney had Ged present with
them—presont in Liis power, his wisdom, his ho-
liness, und his merey; and so ubund:mt was the
merey, that <they were not consumed,” but
found tiemselves sofe und happy in that awful
presence. Christ was their Almighty protector,
their N ise instructor, their hely moeniter, their
more.{al shepherd, grardian and guide—in one
word their Lord and Saviour.  Such then is
the Ficly Spirit to the souls that enjoy his
« comfort.” Hc is God present in thew minds :
—the power, wisdom, holiness and grace of God
umdmg with them, to preserve them from cvil)
instroet them in righteousness, admonish them
of danger, and conduct them to salvation. He
does not new make any new revelation, because
that were unnecessary. Suflicient was long
since revealed by Christ and his Apostles; but
Lie ““opens the heart to atiend” to the “word”
once ‘““spoken by the Lord and confirmed by
those who heard him;” he ¢ enlightens the cyes
of the understanding, to know the hope” which
is set before us, the rich and glorious inberit-
ance of the saints, the great love wherewith Ged
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* has loved them, and the nature of the salvation
which his grace has provided; he inspires faith,
producing a firm belief in the precious truths of
the Gospel, and a stedfast trust in God’s pro-
mises through Christ; he melts the soul in pe-
nitence, warms it with love, animates i1t with
hope, and prepares it for heaven. By leading
it to reflect upon itself, to observe the change
which has taken place in its disposition and cha-
racter, and to compare itself with the commands
and promises of the Gospel, he givesit the happy
persuasion that it has really passed from death
to life :—he ¢ bears witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God” and the heirs of
immortal bliss. 'Thus he comforts us under
every trial and affliction, < keeps us from fall-
ing,” and safely conducts us to our final home
—the ¢ mansions of our Father’s house.”

Some persons doubt whether the influence of
the Holy Spirit is actually experienced in the
present day; they are inclined to think his pecu-
liar presence and comfort to have been confined
to the first age of the Gospel. But if they would
carefully peruse and consider the promises of
Christ, and the language of the Apostles on the
subject, they would surely find themselves com-
pelled to adopt a different view.

Others are not satisfied without sensible ma-
nifestations of the Spirit’s presence. They ei-
ther persuade themselves that they receive these
in secret voices, or strong impressions, or per-
haps in dreams and visions ; or they are distressed
with anxious expectations of things of that des-
cription. 'The Holy Spirit may sometimes act
upon the soul hy such means; for he certainly
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can employ any means whiclhi are not evil in
themselves, or unsunitable to our nature. Ge-
nerally however I believe his suggestions are
not perceptible; that is, are not to be immedi-
ately distinguished from the operations of our
own minds. But they are not the less real; and
although gentle, gradual, and silently commu-
nicated, may still be certainly known by their
nature, tendency and effect. The soul is ““sanc-
tified by the truth” of God, and in that sanctifi-
cation enjoys ‘ the comfort of the Holy Ghost”
~—the blessed assurance of an union with Christ,
a deliverance frem all evil, and a final admission
to the glory of God.

And now we see the close and inseparable
connexion between ‘‘the fear of God and the
comfort of the Holy GGhost.”” They are connect-
ed now as they were in the primitive Churches.
No man can enjoy the comfort of the Holy Ghost
unlesshe lives in the filial fear of God, and every
man who so lives is entitled to lock for that in-
valuable blessing. 'They are connected, by the
promise and goodness of God, if not strictly as
cause and effect, yet certainly in the way of
service and reward. “If ye love me,” said
Christ, “ keep my commandments—and.[ will
pray the Father, and he shall give you another
comforter.” ¢ Repent and be baptized,”” was
Peter’s exhortation, ¢ in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins”—in other words,
sincerely and avowedly embrace the religion of
Christ—¢<and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” ¢ And we,” he declared on ano-
ther occasion, ““are his witnesses’’—witnesses
to the exaltation and saving power of Christ—
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«“and so alsc is the Holy Ghost whom God haih
given to them that obey him.””  Repentance and
faith indeed, and every act and feeling of rciigion,
proceed in some sense from a divine influence;
but ““the comfort of the Holy Ghoest”—the pe-
culiar blessing and privilege of tuo faithful—is
given to those only whe have aiready believed,
and are ‘“ walking in the fear of God.”

Would we then enjoy this incstimable privi-
lege? 'The way to its attainment 1s plainiy sct
before us.  Itis to leada truly religious life.
It is to live as if we were always in God'’s pre-
sence.  Itis to remember him in all things, and
to devote ourscives to his service. It is to me-
ditate upon bis truth, to study his will, to call
upon him in ecarnest prayer, to hold communion
with Christ and his Church, o rvenounce and
forsake every sinful and dangerous practice, and
to regulate our thoughts and words and actions
by the rule of God’s commandments. Let us
po THis—and ‘“ibe comfort of ihe Holy Ghost”
will surely be imparted to us. We shall find
curselves supporied, strengthened and cheered
in our course. We shall enjoy a peace which
the world cannot give.  We shall « find rest for
our souls.”’

Bui some there are who look for this rest and
do not find it. They appear to be ¢ walking in
the fear of God”—probably think that they really
do so—and yet they know not ¢ the comfort of
the Holy Ghost:” they are depressed and af-
flicted, and * go mourning all the day,” as if
their Lord had ¢left them comfortless.” If
they do not deceive others or themselves, if they

really are God’s faithful and devoted servants,
)
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the desitaiionis not reai,  They huve the Holy
Spirit for their guaedian nd guida; although,
tol some reason, waichman rerhaps cannot diqn
cover, they are not at m«‘mw enabled to rejoice
m his comfort. They are * kept by the power
of God threagh faith unto salvation—though
now for a sexscn they may be in heaviness.”
Let them perzevere and ¢ hope to the end :
the clouds may be dispelled, and the light ofth@
Liord shine upon them; and should it not he so,
it is impossible that they should finally ¢ lose
thetr reward.”

It behoves ua however carefully to cvamine
ourselves,  Are we really ““ walkicg in the fear
of the Lord?” Are we his true and faithful
servants? Do we set him continually before us,
and live as if he were present with our souls? Do
we worship bim 1 spirit and in truth? o we
pay serious aitention to his holy word, endea-
vouring to become well acquainted with his will
and the way of salvation? Do we frequent the
assemblies of his people? Do we partake of
the ordinances of his Church-—espccial]v of that
blessed sacrament which is theappointed sign and
seal of spiritual communion with Christ? Do
we resist every temptation and inclination to evil,
and bring il we do to the test of Christian duty ?
If we fail in any of these respects, we ought not
to wonder at our want of comfort, We deprive
ourselves of it—we grieve the Holy Spirit, and
must expect to find grief and distress in our-
selves. And this, [ believe, is the principal, if
not the only, reason why sq little of spiritual
comfort appears to be enjoyed in the present
‘state of gur Churches. Qur religion is partial
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and defective. We have occasionally a fear of
God, but we are not constantly ¢ walking in that
fear.” < He” then ¢ that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit” long since ¢ said unto the
churches—To him that overcometh will I give
to eat of the hidden mmanna:—As many as I
love, Irebuke and chasten. Be zealous there-
fore and repent. Dehold I stand at the door
and knock : if any man hear my voice and open
the door, I will come in to him and will sup
with hiin, and he with me.”’



ELECTION.
1 THESS. L 4.
Knowing, brethven beloved, your elcclion of Glod.

Tur doctrine of Divine Election has been
the subject of so much contention among Chris-
tians, that a considerate person feels himself
bound to speak of it with the greatest caution.
Since however Christ and his Apostles saw
reason to teach this docirine, and since all who
read or hear the Holy Secriptures will of course
form some opinion concerning it, it evidently be-
comes the duty of a Christian Minister to en-
deavour to lead his congregation to a right opi-
nion : to guard them at least against errors
which may appear of dangerous consequence;
and establish them securely in the great prin-
ciples of the ¢ faith oncedelivered to the saints.”

Actuated by such considerations, I now un-
dertake to explain to you, as far as I am enabled
to discern the truth, what the Gospel really
teaches respecting our “ election of God.”” And
this T shall attempt to do, not by authoritatively
pronouncing that this or that is to be believed;
still less by general reasoning independent of
express testimony; but by simply and candidly
¢ searching the Scriptures,” and appealing to
your own judgment in the interpretation of them.

You are probably all aware that the doc-
trine of our ¢ election in Christ” is~ gencrally
deduced from certain passages in the Apostoli-
cal Epistles. Paul, Peter, James and John all
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speak of belicvers in Christ as those whoin Goud
had elected or chesen out of the world. And
many persons scem to {ake such expressions, as
if their sense was to be determined by the par-
ticular passages in which they occur. It strikes
me however at once, on referring to those pas-
sages, that they contain a language with which
the persons addressed were previously familiar,
The Apostles do not begin toteach their Chris.-
tian brethren that they were the « elect of God,”
but they address them as those who already
knew themselves by that peculiar designation.
In the 1st Epistle to the Thessalonians, which
is probably the first of 21l which St. I'nul wrote
to Christian Chureches, he does not under-
take to instruct them in the nature of Ilection,
but (as if the word readily and naturally occur-
ved) remarks that he ¢ knew their election of
God.””  Inthe same manner St. Peter address.
es his first Epistle to the < elect strangers
throughout varicus countrics. And St. John
writes to a pious individual as an ¢ elect lady,”
and communicates the greeting of her ¢ elect
sister.”

It might be suggested indeed thint the A postles
had previously taught the doctrine of Election
in their discourses to tie persons whom they
thus addressed.  And this :200%¢ certainly have
been the fact (in some cases most probably was)
although such instruction hns net been recorded
by St. Luke in the Acts of the Apostles.

It happens however that ihe ideais much
more ancient. “ The elect” are mentioned in
the Gospels: and tiat in roeh 2 manner, n3 to
shew that the terpy was in provious nee. Our
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Eessed aviear fambarly cinploy od it on se.
veral occasions. ¢ Shall not Gud,” ke asks
(Luke AVILL 7)) “ravenge his own eleet, whic!s
cryv day and night unto him?” e foretels the
cotining of impostors, who shieuld < seduee, if' it
were possible, even the elect.” (Mark X111£.22)
dpeaking of the afilictions which were about te
befal the Jews, hesays, < Iixcept those days
should be shortened, therc should no flesh he
saved; but for the elect’s sake (8t. Mairk adds
“whom he hath chosen,”) he hath shortened the
days.,” And describing the consequences of
that tribulation, he says, ¢ the Son of man shall
send his angels with a great sound of a trurapet,
and they shall gather together his elect from the
four winds.” Now, zithough I will not say that
the meaning of the word might not be inferred
from other discourses of our Saviour, it appoars
to me perfectly plain that he adopted it when
already in use. If thercfore we find the Jewish
sense of the term ‘¢ elect’”’—that I meanin which
the Jews of our Saviour’s time would have been
likely to useit;—then I conceive we have its
true meaning, as used by Christ in his disconsse
to Jewish disciples.

Now the Jews were very likely to have this
term in use, because it is frequently used in the
sacred writings of the Old Testament,

We find it there applied to the whole nation
of Israel. Moses, (Deut. VIL 6.) Pavid,
(Psalms CV. & CVL.) and the Prophets in
many places speak of the nation as ¢ chosen”
(er elect,) < chosen of the Lord,” ¢ chosen to
be a special and a holy people to himsel?”’

W find it anplied alse to particular nersons
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ay families in Israel whom it pleased God to
choose for especial purposes. 'Thus Moses and
Aaron are spoken of as ¢ chosen”’—the one to
be the prince of Israel, the other thz priest.
Thus the tribe of Levi are described as “chosen’
for the service of the sanctuary. Thus  Saul,”
in the first instance, was ¢the man whom the
Lord did choose” for Isracl’s king; and after
Saul had been rejected for disobedience, ¢ he
refused’” saysthe Psalmist (LXXV1IL 6,7, &c.)
“the tabernacle of Joseph, and chosenot the
iribe of Ephraim, (for the ruling portion of the
nation ;) but chose the tribe of Judabh, the mount
Zion which he loved : he chose David also his
servant—to feed Jacob his people and Israel his
inheritance.” Of this choice the Lord is repre-
sented as speaking in another Psalm (LXXXIX,
2, &c.) 1 have made a covenant with my
chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant,
Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up
thy throne to all generations.” Inthe same sensc
the Prophet proclaims the fulfilment of this pro-
mise in Christ—the chosen of God: (Isaiah
XLII. 1, &c.) < Behold my servant whom I
uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth !
I have put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring
forth judgment unto the Gentiles.”

There is yet a third sense in which we find
the term employed in the Old Testament. 1t
occurs in the prophetic description given by
Isaiah in his two last Chapters, of the rejection
of the greater part of the Jewish nation, and the
adoption by God of another people, composed
of a chosen part of the Jews, together with a
multitude collected from among the Gentiles.



15

<t 'Thus saith the Lord, As thenew wine is found
in the cluster, and oue saith, * Destroy it not,
for a blessing is in it,” so will I do for my ser-
vant’s sake, that I may, not destroy them all :
and fwill bring forth « seed owt of Jacob, and
out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains; and
mane elect shall mheritit, and my servants shall
dwell there; and Sharon shall be a fold of flocks,
and the valley of Achor a place for the herds to
lie down in, for my people that have sought me.
But ye (the rest of Israel) are they that forsake
the Lord—theretere will I number you to the
sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaugh-
ter; because when I called ye did not an-
swer, &c.,—and ye shall leave your name for a
curse unto my chosen; for the Lord God shall
slay thee, and shall call his servants by another
name :—for behold I create now heavens and a
rew ecarth, &c.,—and mine elect shall long cn-
joy the work of their hands :—they are the seed
of the blessed of the Lord and their offspring
with them :—1It shall come that 1 will gather all
nutions and tongues, and they shall come and
see my glory; And I will set a sign among
them; and 1 will send those that escape of them
unto the nations—to "Tarshish, Pul and Lud,
that draw the bow—to Tubal and Javan—to
the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame,
neither have seen my glory, and they shall de-
clare my glory among the Gentiles; and they
shall bring all your brethren for an offering
unto the Lord out of all nations :—and I will
also take of them for Priests and for Lewites,
saith the Lord.”

It is, I conceive, to this last usageof <“Elect”
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and its kindred termns,that Christ inthefirst place,
and after him the Apostles, allude when they
apply those terms te the members of the Chris-
tian Church. The Jews found their fathers,
and from them their whole nation, represented
as the chosen of God—his peculizir people on the
earth;—~they found individuals and {amilies se-
lected from among themselves to fill especial
offices, and one individual foretold, to arise frem
the family of their chiosen Iings, who should be
in a preeminent degree that chosen one i whom
Jehovah would delight ;—and they found an elec?
people equally foretold. 'T'hose who should fear
the word of the L.ord, and obey the voice of this
his chosen servant, selected out of [sraelin the
first place, and then associating to themseives a
vast numnber of congenial characters out of all
nations, to whom the peculiar privileges of Israel
with all the blessings promised by the Prophets
should eventually be transferred. When there-
fore they heard Jesus speak of the elect whom
God would regard, who would not be deceived
by the false Christs and Prophets, nor perish in
the destruction of Jerusalem, would they not at
once understand him to mean his faithful disci-
ples among the Jewish people? When they
heard him speak of his elect to be gathered from
the four winds, would they not—at least ought
they not—to have understood him to signify those
who would hear God’s word and receive the
Gospel among the various nations of the weorld?
And when the Apostles, after Jews and Gentiles
were untted in one Church, addressed them al-
together as *“ the elect of God,” would they net
be naturally understood to refer tothe prophecics
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which predicted such an union, and the forma-
tion of such a * chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people?”

It may however he obseived, and the obser-
vation is just, that Christ and the Apostles ex-
tend the idea of election much farther than this.
Theycertainly insome passagesrcfertothe choice
which God had made “ from before the founda.
tion of the world;” and they speak of those whe
are its objects as ‘‘ chosen to salvation,” and
<« predestinated to eternal life and glory.” They
lead us in fact to contemplate the grand scheme
of Divine Providence, which originating in the
eternal love and wivrdom of God, will have its
consummation in the sternal world. Such a plan
there unquestionably must be, and the almighty
power and perfect knowledge of God will even-
tually conduct it to completion.

But how is the reference made to this divipe
and eternal system? Does our Blessed Lord,
or does any of his inspired Apostles, speak ofit
as an absolute election of certain individuals,
involving what has someiimes been called irre-
sistible grace, and excluding all fear of their
“falling away?” They give suflicient assurance,
undoubledly, to those who belong to the actual
elect of God. ‘¢ My sheep,” says Christ, ¢ hear
my voice; and I know them, and they follow
me; and I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish.””  «“ Whom he called,” says
St. Paul, “them he also justified; and whom
he justified, them he also glorified.” Thus are
Christians encouraged, when likely to be dis-
heartened by the afflictions of the world, or to
feel themselves lost amidst surrounding impiety :

L
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from all sucit causes of fear und distress they ars
led to take refuge in God, who “ knoweth thein
that are his;” they are assured that “al things”
will be made to ** worli together for their good.”

But whe are thus encouraged and assured?
Whom does the New Testament rccognise as
God's elect 7 Our Blessed Lord nost plainly
ana satisfactortly extends this recognition to all
who should ““believe in his name’ and ¢ keep
his word;’’ and the Apostles therefore addressed
all Christians, all those who professed the faith
of Christ and were found within his Church, by
the same appcilation. Nor do they employ the
name as a mere title : they speak, with manifest
sincerity and earnestness, of the real clection of
every member of the Church. Thus in one
place St. Paul tells the 'Thessalonian converts
that he ““knew their election?™ And how did
he know 1t? Because, when he had himself
preached the Gospel among them, they had
“‘received it as the word of God.” But do they
therefore encourage all those whom they ad-
dress to cast away fear? Do they intimate
nd apprehension lest they should lose their high
and blessed privilege? On the contrary their
Iipistles are full of admonition, warning and
carefal direction. With respect to these very
'Thessalonians, our Apostle says he had been
fearful < lest the Tempter might have tempted
them, and his labour been in vain.” Andindeed
the practical bearing of all their addresses to
their fellow Christians corresponds with St.
Peter’s express exhcrtation, ‘ Wherefore the
rather, Brethren, give diligence to make your
ealling and clection sure; for if ye do these
things ve shall never full.”
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Aund here I think we may discern the root of
their error, who have blended ecither ancient {a-
talism or modern mecessity with the Christian
doctrine of Predestinate Election. Is it not to
be found in the unconscious substitution of hu-
man weakness for divine omnipotence? We
feel ouvselves incapable of foreseeing events,
unless they are absolutely fore-determined; and
this imperfection of our limited nature we tacitly
attribute to the infinite and almighty God. But
the perfection which the Holy Scriptures claim
for the Divine Being is supreme and incompa-
rable, as well in knowledge as in power. While
HE could create free or independent agents, ne
could also foresee the course which those agents
would pursue. He has predetermined to do
whatever he does; but this predestination ian-
volves no violation of the free agency which he
may have thought fit to communicate to any of
his creatures. With them he has determined
from all cternity to act onthe invariable prin-
ciples of goodness, justice and truth. Aund this
determination of the Eternal Mind, cmbracing
all created intelligences,with every circumstance
and event which can befal them, constitutes that
Divine Predestination on which Election is
properly and necessarily founded. It ensures,
unquestionably, the final and complcte accom-
plishment of ‘¢ the cternal purpose,”” which om-
niscient wisdom distinctly perceitves and antici-
pates through all the contingencies of time; but
1t destroys not the liberty of any rational crea-
ture. It is an adamantine rock on which ¢ the
faith of God’s elect” should assuredly repose;
but it affects not thetr actual election, thew
present state, or individual prospects. They, and



80

they alone, have just cause to consider themselves
elect, who discover those moral qualities of piety
and virtue, of which the Most igh has declared
his certain and unalterable approbation.

Are therefore all who call themselves Chris-
tians entitled to the glorious name of God’s
elect? Precisely as jfar as they are entitled to
the name of Christians. Bat, as the Apostle
remarks with sorrow, that all < were not lIsrael
who were of Israel,’”” so I fear we must acknow-
ledge that all are not Christians who outwardly
belong to the Church. 'The Apostles in fact
have unequivocally intimated that the time would
be, when the visible Church could not be gene-
rally identified with the election of Ged. KEven
in their own day a ““inystery of iniquity” was
working, and scme persons they were themselves
constrained to pronounce unworthy of ‘“ the holy.
name whereby they were called.” But far more
“perilous days’” were “coming ;’—daysin which
there should be an awful ¢ falling away” from
the truth and holiness of Christianity, and a
“man of sin”—a *“son of perdition”’—exalted to
the highest seat in *“ the temple of God;” days
in which ¢“ men”—evidently men bearing Chris-
tian names—should be plunged in all kinds of
immorality, ‘“having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thercof.” 1I'rom such St.
Paul directed Timothy to ‘‘turn away;” absurd -
and preposterous it were to apply to such cha-
racters the title of God’s elect. In the Reve-
lations thercfore, which delineate the progressive
state of the Church until the consummation
of all things, a distinction, a broad and awful
distinction, is made between them and the ¢ call-
ed, chosen and faithful” followers of ¢ the
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Lawb.”  These alone, we arc solemnly forc-
warned, shall find their “names written in the
book of iife.” And indeed the proverbial remark
which cur Haviour made respecting the Jewish
pecple lias since become but too justly upplica-
cable to nations professing Chliristianity—that
““ many are called, but few chosen.”

The practical inferences from the subject are
obvicus and highly important,

We are all—all whose minds are awakened to
a due sense of recligien—anxious to ascertain
our own state—to know whether we belong to
the number of God’s elect. There is no great
difficulty in deciding the question, if we will but
Judge ourselves by the plain rules which the
Gospel supplies. The Apostleknew the election
of the Thessalonians, Lecause they had ¢ become
followers of him and of the Lord.” So—if we
bear the same character, if we have sincerely
cmbraced that Gospel which Christ and lus
Apostles preached, and if our faith, under the
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, has actu-
ally: produced the fruit of a holy life—we may
certainly know our own election.  Thus then let
us examine curselves—thus form our judgment
of our actual state and future prospects.

Many are afflicted with distressing fears that
they may not at last be found among the elect.
But the Gospel is highly encouraging. If we
have now the marks of God’s election, we are
cerlainly the objects of his love and care; we
are taken under his protection; and his almighty
power is engagedto assist our endeavours, ** help
our infirmities,” and ‘“keep us from falling.”
On this power we may safely rely, assured that if
we humbly confide in it, and sincerely endeavour
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to “walk with God,” no other power shall
prevail to our ruin, or pluck us out of our Hea-
venly Father’s hand. There is not, if I have
read the Scriptures aright, any absolute and ir-
reversible decree ; but God is unchangeable,
and it is his purposg and intention to bring his
children to glory.

But for those who have not the-marks of divine
election—for the unbelieving and disobedient—
for those who reject or disregard the word of
God—for the profane and irreligious, the im-
moral and licentious—{or those who are destitute
of the love of God or man—how dreadful is the
inference which forces itself upon us! Repro-
bated by any cternal predestination indced they
have not been—for God ¢ is not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance;” but actually reprobate, rejected, and
unworthy of everlasting life they undoubtedly
are in their present condition; and should they
continue in their state of alienation from God,
they will not, cannot be admitted into his glori-
ous kingdom. Oh! let all who feel themselves
to belong to this unhappy class of men, be roused
by a due sense of their danger; let them < flee
from the wrath to come;” let themtake refuge in
Christ, who still ¢“ comes” by his Gospel as
truly and effectually as he once came in the
flesh, ‘“to seek and to save that which was lost.”
From the throne of his heavenly glory has he
proclaimed to those who have a name to live
and are dead :—‘ Remember how thou hast
received and heard, and hold fast and reperit :—
he that overcometh, the same shall be clothedin
white raiment; and I «ill not blot his name out
of the book of life”
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Vitg knvw that oll 1iags werk logelher for good Lo them thai
love God.

O~ fact appears too evident as soon as this
sentiment 1s heard; namely, that the number of
thase who believe ii—or at least who belicve it
for themselves—believe that they < love God,”
and therefore that < all things” are ¢ working
together” for thcir ¢ good”—is very small.  Go
where you will—listen to the common conver-
sation of almost ony company—draw forth the
observations of almost any one you meet; and
how seldom do yeu f{ind the person who scems
to enjoy the happy persuasion! Some are given
up to murmuring and discontent ; nothing scems
right to them : the course of the seasons, the
circumstances which occur in their business or
occupation, the behaviour of their families and
neighbours—every thing is wrong; every thing
frets and vexes them; they meet with continual
crosses; their life is a torment to them. QOthers
have more self-command and show a better tem-
per; they have learned to disregard the petty
annoyances which are of daily occurrence; and
if it pleases God to grant them a tolerably fair
and prosperous course in the world, they may
perhaps beready to make adecent acknowledg-
ment of his goodness : but should he see fit to
put torth his hand and afflict them, they repine
under the dispensation, and appear to have no
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idea that it can have procceded from a kind and
henevolent intention. And others again there
are who have learned to spcak the language of
piety on such subjects, and on common occasi-
ons appear to feel as they ought; but yet are
seen to sink under great adversities, as if it
were impossible to reconcile these with the
goodness of God. And yet what says the Apos-
tle? « We know,” he says, ¢ that all things
work together for good to them that love God.”
He speaks of himself in common with all his
faithful and well instructed fellow  Christians;
and he states that they were perfectly assured—
so that they could never doubt, of the tendency
of every circumstance and every event to pro-
mote their welfare and happiness.

Now, in order to obtain, if possible, right
views on this great subject, let us consider—

Ist. 'The Persons who may entertain this con-
fident persuasion; and

2dly. The Grounds for their confidence.

Ist. Asto the Persons who may be confidently
persuaded that all things are working together
for their good, they are those ¢ who love God.”

There are many marks by which good men
are described in the Holy Scriptures. Some-
times they are termed such as serve God, and
hearken to his word, and keep his command-
ments; sometimes such as walk with, or before,
God ;—most commonly perhaps they are repre-
sentod as fearing God, and comparatively in a
few places only is mention made of their love to
God. It is however especially fit to be remem-
bered, that the precept in the Law, which speaks
most quy of the love we owe to God, is chosen
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declared ) b “the tirst and grent command-

ment;”’—mnay to be the Lomnand ent on whaich,

torremor with 1ts kindred and snbordinate one of
ur

10ve to our neizhbour, all me L xw and the
Prophets (Lpencl.

In truth the lova of Godlis the highest at-
tainment of the relizious character, the best and
noblest of the fruiis of faith. They who love
God, wiil fear and serve and obey him; bat
they will do more than all which can be done
from the influence of other motives—they will
heartily and cheer{ully devote thamselves to his
service, and desire only to male his will and
pleasure their own.

Would we understand the nature and the ef-
ficacy of this principle of love?—Let us consi-
der it as it is felt and exercised towards men.
Pure and genuine love, whether it exists in fa-
mily connexions or in cordlal friendships, causes
us to exert ourselves for the service of one ano-
ther, very far beyond any other motive. The
best resemblance however which we can find of
the love of God, consists 1 that affection with
which a child-—agood and dutiful child—regards
a kind an tender parvent. 1In such achild we
see this incomparable principle of action almost
superseding every other, and rendering it need-
less. The child loves its parent above all other
persens, and esteems the parent’s judgment
much more than its own ———consequemly it has,
as it were, butl one law-—the parent’s mind and
will; and by this it habitually and delightedly
regulates its proceedings. Such cases, indeed,
through sad errors and failings in'the conduct

M
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of parents towards their children, are not the
most common ; and in this condition of our
nature we must expect even the purest feelings
of childhood to be mixed up with a portion of
baser alloy : still however we do observe, and all
of us doubtless have had occasion to observe,
instances of the purity and power of filial love.

Look then from earth to heaven! See the
same heart, which has leved as it ought a hu-
man parent, raised to the love of a heavenly
Father ! Consider the creature of God esteem-
ing “ his judgment in all things to be right,”
and desiring only that his < will should be
done :”—and you have the best and most eflec-
tual of all the principles of religion in exercise
before you.

Now there seems to be in this affection some-
thing so natural, so beautiful, so congenial to
the soul, that we might be ready to look for it
on every side, and wonder if we did not find it
in almost every man we meet. But it is indeed
by no .means easily or hastily to be acquired.
Many lessons must be learned before it, which

-are pot to be mastered in a day, and which man
alone can never teach. Before we can love
God, we must have acquainted ourselves with
him; we must have learned to consider him as
Jull of goodness, and so the fit object of love;
nor shall we be able to regard him with that
affection, unless we are satisfied of his own
kindness and goodwill for ourselves,

But the generality of men are lamentably
wanting in all these requisites for the love of
God. Notwithstanding the vast, advanfag.és
which we enjoy who are living under the Gospel,
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~notwithstanding the clear discovery thers
made of < the loving kindness of God our Sa-
viour,”’—notwithstanding he there appears fuli
of perfect goodness towards all those who only
desire and endeavour to please him ;—still such
is the want of faith, or (I should perhaps rather
call it) the want of thought and care, which
prevails on such subjects, that few, very fow,
seem truly to know ¢ the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”” Otherwise, how could they but
love that God, of whom such statements as
these are made;—¢ God hath so loved the world
that he gave his only-begotten son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life;”’—<¢ Who will have all men to
be saved, and te come to the knowledge of the
truth :—for there is one God, and one media-
tor between God and men, the man Christ Je-
sus,—who gave himself a ransom for all;”"—
“There is joy in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth?”’—We do not, I say, care to think
or enquire sufficiently ‘on these subjects; (for
absolute unbelief is by no means, 1 conceive,
the common cause,) or it is utterly impossible
but that our hearts should be filled with love
for our God. 'The fault is this;—we are either
involved in some sinful course, and so dare not
think of him, who, with all his goodness and
mercy, must still remain a righteous judge, and
as such an object of fear to the impenitent sin-
ner; or our thoughts are taken up with the
cares and gratifications of this life; and we find
no sacred retirement in our minds, in which we
may acquaint ourselves with God, and learn to
regard him with due affections.
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And now we not only perceive who the per-
gons are, to whom *“all things work together
for good;” but we may also understand what
course we ourselves should take, if we would
enjoy that inestimable blessing.

We must—whatever be the effort required for
that purpose—we must set ourselves in earnest
to enquire alter God.  We must consider the
revelation which he has been pleased to make
of himself and his adorable perfections, until we
have acquired a proper knowledge of the good-
ness and loveliness of his nature.  And we must
also ¢ be reconciled to God ;” rencuncing
whatever is sinful—whatever is at variance with
his holy will, and would thus keep us in a state
of enmity with him, and humbly resolving to
obey him as dutiful childven for the time to
come. 'Then should we bLecome capable of
loving Ged; and not capable only, but we
should find ourselves habitually inclined and
disposed to regard him with filial affection.
And then, strong in faithb—full of confidence in
his goodness, and assured beyond the possibility
of doubt that he, the allwise and almighty one,
intends our happiness—we should be unaltera-
bly persuaded that < all things are werking to-
gether for our good.”

For,—to consider, as we proposed,

2dly. The Grounds for this persuasion—
Does not the nature of God, as it is now revealed
to us in the Gospel, lead us of necessity tosuch
a conclusion? For although mysteries—great
and painful mysteries—remain in the dispen-
sations of Providence; alithough many strange
sud unaccountable things cccur in the histories
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of peoples and nations, and in the lives of indi-
viduals; still the Gospel of Christ does reveal
and d 1splay the character of God afier such a
manner, that no true belieyer can entertain a
doubt of his goedness.

o could not indeed, by the just use of our
own reason, have formed any other idea of the
Divine Being. We could not but have suppo-
sed that He, who made all things by his wisdom
‘and power, must have made all things for good;
and that, however he might punish mco'fr:glble
transgressorsof his ldWs, and however hie might
correct his erring children, or suffer their obe-
dicnce to be tried by afiliction, he could not

suve theso to perish under adversities, but
would surely at length bring them forth to hap-
Fiﬁeaa aud henor,

Such _]Uut reasoning is amply confirmed by
the revelation of God’s beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. e, in bis own person, disposition and
temper, and his manner of acting towards men,
as well as in what he taught concerning his hea-
venly Father, exhibited a character of perfect
goodness and unimpeachable benevolence.
< Fear not, little flock!”” is the language of the
whole Gospel to these who receive Cand obey it;
it is your Father’s geod pleasure to give you
the kingdom; . Peace I leave with you; let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid :—Ye now (indeed) have sorrow; but I
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice,
and your joy no man taketh from you:—In
the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of
good cheer—1I have overcome the world :”—for
*this is L1FE ETERNAL-—that they should know



90

thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whonr
thou hast sent !”

«“Lire ETErRNAL’—a future and everlasting
state of happiness afier this world has come to
its end—that is the great secref, by the know-
ledge of which the Christian triumphs over the
sufferings and adversities of the present state.
Being assured that he shall live for ever with his
glorified Redeemer, as a child and heir of God,
he reckons that ¢ the sufferings of the present
time are not worthy to he compared with the
glory which shall be revealed.” Nay more, that
these sufferings are not only. to be endured with
patience, and triumphed over by hope; but that
even things which appear most adverse, really
have a good and beneficial tendency. How else
should God permit them to befal his children?
—those whom he knows to be affectionately de-
voted to his service?—those of whom his beloved
ed Son is but the first born brother?—those
whom, from ¢ before the foundations of the
world,”’ he has foreseen and predestined as the
inheritors of his heavenly kingdom? To leave
them exposed to any real harm—to permit any
calamity to happen which might endanger their
salvation—would be manifestly nothing less than
to counteract his own eternal purposes; and
therefore the true Christian may well assure his
soul that nothing of this kind can~ take place;
that in all the things which men account adver-
sities he is more than a conqueror; for that ¢ all
things’’-—all the circumstances in which he may-
be placed, and the events which may befal him
in his progress to eternity—shall be made to
“work together for’’ his eternal ¢ good.”
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Do you then, my Christian Brethren, #ruly
believe? Are you persuaded in your hearts be-
fore God that Jesus has brought a true revela-
tion from heaven? And do you actually regard
yourselves as those who are to live for ever in
that better world whither he has gone? Take,
by all means, and enjoy the comfort which your
principles ought to obtain. Look up to the
throne of the Most High, and there behold a kind
and tender Father, who designs by the whole
course of his Providence to forward and secure
your everlasting welfare. Look at every cir-
cumstance and every event (however painful any
may be—however Interruptive of your present
ease and pleasure,) as an instrument in God’s
hand for working some good (whether you dis-
cern its operation and trace its effects or not)
for your souls. And make, if it be possible,
such reflections habitual. Be constantly ac-
customed to cherish, and repeat over to your
minds, those happy traths which cast a heavenly
light on the darkness of the world. Prepare
yourselves beforehand, so that you may be ready
to say, whenever a trial shall come,—¢ It is the
Lord; let him do what seemeth him good:”—
good for me in the end, if I am but enabled to
bear it aright, it cannot but be.

Every buman beirg has his sufferings; every
one who is a child of God and an inheritor of
heaven must have them, for the correction. of
his evil inclinations, and the subjection of his
spirit to the discipline of his heavenly Father.
But I feel that I may be addressing those who
have had to encounter peculiar privations and ad-
.versities, Some, whom I remember in afiuence,
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have been redaced to poverty; and many, who
were once enabled to support their families in
competence and comfort, can now hardly procure
a scanty supply of the necessaries of life.

I wouldnot, my afflicted Brethren, undervalue
sach adrersities. Trying they are—not merely
to flesh and blood—but to the heart and spirit
of man. [t is no easy thing, in such a change of
circumstances, to maintain a tranquil temper,
and repose an unshaken confidence in the good.
ness of Providence. This however may be dona
by a lively exercise of Christian faith. For if
you have learned to believethat “«!{ things work
together for good,” you ought of course to regard
even these things in that light; to see your Fa-
ther’s hand in every distressing circumstance;
and to bepersuaded that, in withholding the form-
er portion of youar “ daily bread,” he will grant
you a larger measure of the bread of life—the
knowledge and experience of that grace which
nourishes the soul for eternity. )

Some, alas! there are with whora one might
reason in another manner—reason of the * right-
eous judgments of the Lord” in the adversities
which have befallen them. ¥or did they not
abuse their former prosperity? Did they not
employ their better fortune in the gratification
of their sensual appetites and passions, to the
dishonour of the name of Christians, to the
injury of their own souls, and of these around
them?  Sarely it is but just in God—even if it
were rot also merciful—to take from them the
intoxicating cup, and to bring them to sober re-
flection. And much it is to be desired that they
would make a proper use of their “time of
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visitation;”” and lay up in their minds resoiutions
of frugality, pradence and good behaviour,
which might, by God’s blessing, have a lasting
effect on their future lives. And well does it
behove them to remember that, where adversity
as well as prosperity, afflictions as well as bles-
sings, have failed to bring a man to amendment
of life; nothing farther is to be expected, but
that God in his just indignation should leave
them to be ¢ filled with then' own doings, and
eat the fruit of their own devices.”

Others however there are who did not run to
riot in their prosperous days; and yet the cloud
has overtaken them in common with their neigh-
bours. For these the blessed truth before us
is especially adapted; and earnestly would I
hope ard pray that they may be enabled to ap-
ply it to themselves, and ¢ rejoice in the tribu-
lation”” which is now their lot ‘¢ in the world.”
If they are Christians indeed—if by faith in
Christ they are enabled to “love God,” they
may say, with greater confidence than even the
Prophet of old, ¢ Altho’ the fig tree shali not
blossom, neither shall froit be in the vines; the
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields ‘shall
yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls :
yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the
God of my salvation.” Nay, if we could but
draw aside the veil which hides the truth from
our mortal senses—if we could but see things
in the 'light in which they appear before him
who beholds them in their consequences, .and
traces the end from the beginning: we should
in very many instances learn to call them hy

)
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totally different names from those which they
now bear :—we should learn that a life of tem-
peral ease and enjoyment isoften in its tendency
most calamitous to ourspiritual interests; while
a dispensation of tronble and affliction is the
very thing which we most need—the greatest
benefit which could be bestowed on our souls,
But, whatever the appointments of God may
be, whether comfort or distress be our lot, this
his children ¢ know—that all’’ shall certainly
“ work together for their good.”

Finally, let me prevail on you all to take that
view of ‘things which the Apostle takes in this
passage ;—to look above and beyond the tran-
sient pleasures and sorrows of this mortal life,
and to keep your eye and your heart steadily
fixed on the only object which is of real impor-
tance—the life of eternal felicity prepared in
heaven for those who faithfully follow their
Redeemer. If you can but be satisfied of that
inheritance at the last, you may contemplate
with a cheerful countenance the most distressing
scenes through which you can have to pass in
your journey towards it. The loss of fortune,
of friends and relations, of any of the comforts
of this world; the occurrence of painful disor-
ders, of afflicting incidents, of any of those things
which we would naturally avoid; all such events
may be met with fortitnde and endured with
contentment; because the ¢rial which they oc-
casion is only temporal, while the good which
they tend to produce is efernal. 'To God there-
fore, and to his disposal and governance, let us
entirely resign ourselves; considering nothing
as unalterably evil but sin; and determining, in
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reliance on his gracious aid, to keep b path of
our duty, and place a constant trust ¢n our Al-
mighty protector. And may indeed ‘“all things
work together for our good;” may we be ““sanc-
tificd wholly;”’ and may our **whole spirit, soul
and bedy, be preserved blameless until the com-
ing of cur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!”






THE HINGDOM OF CHRIST.

JEREMIAH XXIi. 5—8.

Eelold, the days come, saiih the Lord, that 1will reiseunto David
a righteous branch ; and a King shall reign end prosper, and
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely ; and this is
his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord ocur Righteous-
ness. Therefore behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that
they shall no more say, The Lord liveth which brought up the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; but, The Lord
livelh which brought up, and whichled, the seed of the house of
Israel out of the north counivy, and from all countries whither I
had driven them ; and they shall dwell in thetr own land,

Grorious prophecy, and calculated to excite
the most joyous feelings !-—And yet I know not
how to refer to it without a pang of melancholy,
and can hardly dwell npon it without tears.

I look back to the time of Jerewiah, perhaps
four and twenty centuries since; I review the
events of successive ages; Isurvey the scene
now around me :—1 see but little like the fulfil-
ment of the prophecy, and even yet it might ap-
pear at almost a hopeless distance.

The Jews, it is true, were restored from Ba-
bylon and the more northerly countries which
formed the Medo-Persian empire. Under Cyrus
and his successors they enjoyed the liberty of
returning from most of the places to which they
had been carried captive; and the remnant who
availed themselves of that indulgence dwelt for
atime in the land which had been their own.
Zorobabel, also, a son of David and the prince
of Judah, governed the remnant from Babylon
in rightecusness; and under his government they
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were relieved from many calamities and op-
pressions. But how far did he, and every other
deliverer and rule: of the Jews, fall short of the
king whom the Prophet describes! How in-
secure and full of troubles was their temporary
settlement in their land! And how small a part
of the nation returned—how insignificant was
the deliverance, compared with the triumphant
redemption from Egypt!—Alas! I find not the
promised blessing bere.

Jésus arose from David—¢arighteous branch”
indeed. But ¢ Judah and Israel”—how were
they ‘“saved?” Where have they ¢“ dwelt safe-
ly?” Did they not refuse to acknowledge their
king? And instead of ““dwelling in their own
land, have they not since been involved in a cap-
tivity, far worse, and of vastly longer duration,
than all which had gone before?

Some would persuade themselves that, where
the literal sense of such prophecies has failed to
be verified by events, their spiritual accomplish-,
ment may supply the deficiency. Aftera partlal
fulfilment of this prophecy in Zorobabel and the
restoration from Babylon, Christ (they say) ap-
peared among the Jews; and these who believed
in him, together with all the spiritual ¢ seed of
the house of Israel,” have enjoyed the blessings.
foretold. But, were this a satisfactory mode of
interpretation, many a cloud still obscures the
light in which I would exult. Does the ‘“king
reign and prosper?”’ .Alas, how imperfect  are
the glories of his kingdom ! Does he  execute
Judgment and justice in the earth?” Ah! how
much injustice is practised in his kingdom-—
committed even in his name
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What then shall weinfer? Has this prophecy
not been fulfilled? Are we yet, with the un-
converted Jews, to expect these blessings and
glories at some future period?—Let us examine
it more attentively; refer to facts, for the pur.
pose of ascertaining how far it has really been
verified; and then consider what may still re-
main as the object of our hopes.

The Prophet therefore foretels the appearance
of an extraordinary person, who should be a
“branch of David,”” a “ king,” and denominat-
ed “the Lord our rightecusness.”

The descendants of a family are by a common
figure represented as the branches of a tree.
And the Messiah being to descend from David,
whose family had fallen very low in the time of
Jeremiah, and might afterwards have seemed
almost extinct, the Prophet foretels, as an in-
stance of remarkable mercy and power, that God
would still ‘‘raise,” or cause to grow, “unte
David a righteous branch.” Isaiah had em-
ployed thesame metaphor yet mcre emphatically,
when he said, ¢ There shall come forth a rod
out of the stem of Jesse, and a hranch shall
grow ount of his roots.” The word translated
“stem’’ appears strictly to signify the stump
left in the earth, after the body of the tree may
have been cut off. It is the same word which is
translated ¢ stock” in that memorable passage
of Job: ‘¢ There is hope of atree, if it be cut
down, that it will sprout again, and that the
tender branch thereof will not cease; tiongh
the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the
stock thereof die in the ground.” 'The uppens.
ance of the predicted king i represented g
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equally surprising with the germination, from
such a perished stock, of a tree more verdant and
fruitful than ever.

Now here it will be at once perceived that
Jesus Christ corresponds with the terms of the
prophecy. He was a descendant of David, and
arose from David’s stock exactly according to
the figurative description. 'I'he glory of the fa-
mily had declined from the death of Solomon.
The revolt of the Ten Tribes from Hehoboam
robbed thetree of thegreater part of its majesty;
the frequent provocations of his successors drew
down many judgments and public calamities,
which deprived it of more; the Babylonian cap-
tivity exiinguished the royal style and dignity.
Neither the name, nor the least portion of the
power, remained at the time of our Saviour’s
birth. The sceptre was then in the hands of
Herod, an Idumean or Philistine, of descent fo-
reign to the whole nation; and this sceptre He-
rod swayed by the mere permission of the Roman
Emperor. 'Thefamily of David was out of sight
and forgotten: so little was it noticed, that
Herod knew not where to find it. . The poverty
of Mary and Joseph is very observable. And
the sacred history is in this respect remarkably
confirmed by a very ancient writer. In the reign
of Domitian, we are told, the Jews discovered
such symptoms of a restless spirit, that appre-
hensions were entertained of their attempting to
assert their independence. The jealous Em-
peror commanded search to be made after the
descendants of David who might remain in the
land. ¥n consequence two persons, grandsons
of Jude, who is called the brother of cur Lord,



f01

were brought before him. 'They probauly ex.
pected to be put to death; but when Domitian
saw the mean and huwble ap pearinee of the
men, observed their En‘ms worn with labour,
and found in answer to nis euguiries that they
supported thetssclves by the culiivation of a
very small farm, contuining scarcely more than
twenty-four of our acies, tuey were dismissed
w; h eomsassicn wind contempt. Whus had Da-

iid’s idmgiy been cut down to the very root :
tiere remained in it neither mark nor Lope of
royaily. And urder these circumstances Jequs
arose from that siock, ts;: ¢ 3‘)5'{“”0&5 branch” ol
the Pronhet.

Ofthe rigiiconsness of Jesus there can beno
quesiion; but it isbkere foretold that this “rigif-
eous brancii”’ “reign’’ and be a “ Ling.”
in this char' cter iudend the Klessinh is most ge-
neaaly described by the Prophets; and in the

ame character was he vniversally cxpected by
the Jews: hence theiv commeoen and familiar ex-
pression, ;«Iuslu]‘n the king.”

Now, however destituie Jesus might bo of
external state and pomp, siill it is the truth that
he appeared among the Jews as a king. The
Angel applied the paopl"ecms to him in the an-
nunciation, ¢ ile shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Hngﬂest, and the Lord
God shall give unto bim the throne of his father
David, and he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no
end.” 'The apyp svoved confession of Nathaniel
was, “ Rabbi, tfov arvt the Son of God; thou art
the king of Israei !” The multitude, who attend-
ed his entrance into Jerusalem, cried, ¢« Blessed

o

!
1
?
i
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be the king that cometh in the name of the Lord!”
Jesus himself said to his disciples, 1 appoint
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appoint.-
ed unto me.””  Before Pilate he acknowledged
that be ““was—was born—a king,”” although his
« kingdom was not of this world.” But most
gloriously did he proclaim his royalty, when im-
mediately before his ascension he declared, «“ All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
Accordingly the Apostles speak of him as being
<« gxalted to be a Prince and a Saviour,” the
*“ King ol Kings and Lord of Lords;” and as-
sign him a dominion infinite and everlasting :
« fle must reign until he hath put all enemies
under his feet.”

The last thing observable inthe person {oretold
is the ““name by which he should be called, The
Lord our Righteousness.” By this designation,
if the passage stood alone, I might not have un-
derstood more to be signified than that inthe
days of this king, and by means of his govern-
ment, the Lord would be the righteousness of
his people Israel; that is, would deliver them
from oppression and sin, and cause all around
to acknowledge them as his just and favoured
people. But when I take this prophecy in con-
nexion with others which relate to the same
person, the Messiah; for instance, that in the
110th Psalm, ¢ 'The Leord said unto my Lord,
sit thou on my right hand until I make thine
enemies thy footstool;” or that in the 9th chapter
of Isatah, <*Untous a child is born, unto us a son
is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder; and his name shall be called, Wonder-
ful, Counsellor, the Mighty Ged, the Everlasting



103

Father, the Prince of peace;” or that m the 5tk
dlapiu of Sicah, «“ Buat thou, Bethlehem Ephra-
tah, thoughthou be little among the thousands of
Judah, )et out of thee shall he come forth unto
ne, that is to be ruler in Isracl; whose goings
torth have been from of old, from everlasting :
and he shall stand and feed in the strength of the
Liord, in the majesty of the name of the Fiord
his Giod; and they shall abide; for now shall he
be great unto the ends of the carth:”—I find
abundant reason to take the words of the Pro-
phet in a more literal sense, and understand the
Messiah’s name as really descriptive of his per-
sonal character. Inhim I expect to see Juno-
van—the very power and goodness of God,
exerted for the redemption of his people.

And here also I find theprophecy accomplish-
ed m Jesus Christ. Not only did the Lord ma-
nifest his power and goodness at the time when
Jesus appeared, and in behalf of his spiritual
government; but ‘the Ifather that dwelt in
him—he did the works,—~for in him dwelt all
the fulness of the Godhead.” And in the strict-
est sense he becawme ¢ the righteousness” of all
who ¢ believed in his name;” ¢ making an end of
sin, bringing in everlasting rightcounesss,” and
assuring them of a final deliverance from all evil,
and a safe and permanent abode in his heavenly
kingdom.

Thus far then the prophecy has been verified.
To this extent we may read it as a record of'the
past. And our hearts mnay rejoice, that we have
seen him whom  Prophets and righteous men
of old desired.” But let us proceed to consider
the heneficial effects which were to result from
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the appearance of this sacred r#nd glorious
person. Forthe Prephetforetels that ““the king
should reign and prosper;”” that he “should exe-
cute judgment and justice in tie eartl;” that
<« in his days Judah should be raved and [srael
dwell safely;” and that these hlessings ehould
far surpess those wiich attended the deliverance
from Egypt. [lave these predictions been ac-
complished in the kingdom of Jesus Christ?

The unconverted Jews, we well [:now, cannot
he persuaded that they have. -And indeed it
must be confessed that, if this king was to be like
other kings—to sit on a throne of state, and rule
by human force—nothing of the kind has yet
been seen.

But why must we thus understand the Pro-
paet? Does nat all that he says on the subject
Jead us to look for things greater and higher and
diviner? And shall not that king whose “name
is the Lord our righteousness,” rather reign in
a Godlike and incomparable manner?

Thus then Jesus has ““reigned and prospered.”
It must be remembered that, in order to accom-
plish various prophecies, he had different cha-
racters to sustain. Ile was not only to bhe a
King, butalso a Prophet and a Priest. As a
Prophet, he was not merely to teach divine truth;
but it was most elearly and explicitly predicted
of him, that he should undergo the too general
fate of the Prophets—be ¢“ despised and rejected
of men, a man of sorrows and acquzinted with
grief;”’ and should bear testimony to the truth
of bis doctrine by sealing it with his sufferings
and blood. As a Priest, his office was interces-
sion for his people; which, it wos also predicted,




he would ofivr in a pecuiinr
Lord ".‘f\-s’r.,ﬁ ay oa him the ity
and ““mal ‘e s soul an offering {ur sin.” And
when tm :horacter should hove been sustained,

and this oﬁ'elmg made, then was hie to enter on
his glorious reign; then “should he see his sced,
pro ‘onﬂ his days, ..nd the picasure ol the Lord
prosper in his hand.” o was it furetold, and
#0 it hags come to pass.  Christ was exalted to
his kingdom alter herose from the dead. His
resurrec:ian prow‘d i‘i"} to b the “Son of God
with power,” and his ascension to *“the throne of
the Majesty on high” was his actual instaltlation
in his rcrral dignity, l.i'nce that time he has
“ re:gped and prospev‘ed Py the effusion of
his Spirit the Apostles were “cudued witl power
from on high;”” and thus propagated his Gospel,
and extended hLis dominion over a great part of
the world. The most powerful nations in all
the quarters of the globe unite insaying, < 'T'hou
art the King of G]ory, O Christ ! Thou sittest
at the right hand of God in the glory of the
Father !

Jesus has also ¢ exccuted judgment and jus-
tice in the eartir.”” In his doctrine the principles
of perfect virtue are established; andthese prin-
ciples have not only been adopted by individuals,
but have been in a great measure transfused into
the codes of national laws. Hence a very ex-
tensive improvement has aheady been eflected
in the moral state of mankind. And if the laws
of the Gospel were but universaliy observed,
they would produce such exact justice, such be-
nevofence and citarity, as wonld secure universal
order and peace.
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But has ‘< Judah beensaved?”’ Does ¢« Israel
dwell safely?” As already intimated, thereis a
sense in which the affirmative might be main-
tained. All who were < Israelites indeed’ re-
cetved Christ for their king, and uniting with
the Gentiles who became the ‘“ children of Abra-
ham by faith,” formed ¢ one fold under one
shepherd.” These have been saved, if not from
earthly enemies, from the worst of all enemies—
sin and Satan. They ¢ dwell safely’”’ now; for
whatever may have befallen them, nothing can
avail to their final harm. And they will at length
be all established under the Messial’s sceptre
in his heavenly kingdom, enjoying perfect and
eternal tranquillity.

Thus also the concluding part of the prophecy
might be considered as accomplished. In the
kingdom of Christ the deliverance from Egypt
1s almost forgotten, to remember the far greater
and more valuable redemption which his faithful
people have received. They ‘¢ say no more, The
Lord liveth which brought up the children of
Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord
liveth which out of all countries” has gathered
his elect, and will not forsake them until they
‘““dwell in their own land”’—in the inheritance
designed for them from before the foundation of
the world.

Do I then say that these predictions have
heen accomplished? that their intention is ex-
hausted? that they need not carry on our
thoughts to any thing farther on the earth? I
cannot—dare not say it. I say that the ¢ Lord
has raised up the branch to David;” that the
* King reigns and (in some measure) prospers;”
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that he ¢ executes judgment and justice” as far
as men submit to his government; that his sub-
jects, whether of Jewish or Gentile origin,
are ‘‘saved,” and in the most important sense
¢« dwell safely;” and that in his kingdom the
deliverance from Iigypt is comparatively for-
gotten. But I cannot say that he has < pros-
pered,”’ or ¢ executes judgment and justice,” to
the extent which the terms of the prophscy lead
e to expect; still less can I say that < Judaly”
are saved and ¢ Israel dwell safely,” contem-
plating as I must the actual state of the great
body of the nation; or that “the seed of the
house of Jacob” are ‘“ brought up and led out of
all countries,” and “dwelling intheir own land.”

These andsuch like expressions, I can hardly
doubt, are to be literally understood, and will
yet receive a strict accomplishment, Thus the
Jews themselves appear to have invariably un.
derstood them; thus the disciples of Christ both
before and after his resurrection; thus 8t. Payl
in his Epistle to the RRomans, as far at least as
the ¢ salvation of all Esrael”—including that
part which has hitherto been involved in ¢ blind-
ness,”’ may be said to have incontrovertibly de-
termined their sense.

The days of the Messiah, be it remembered,
arenot yet ended. ¢ Ofhis kingdom™ it was ex-
pressly declared that ¢ there should be no end.”
It is of course progressive, and has its eras and
periods, and its extensions and events adapted
to them. Upknown and undiscoverable as is
the final day, enough of time and space may yet
remain for the exact fulfilment of all which is
predicted, beforethearrivalof that consummation



108

when Chiist ¢ shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father,”” having < ;ut
down all (other) relc and authority and pow or.”

From the investigation which we have pursued
the prophecy is found to be very compreliensivel
It presents a grand picture to our view. It ex-
hibits the rise of the kingdem or Church of
Chrizt many ages since, reininds vs of our ex-
1sting state under his sceptre, ana leads ivrvrard
our anhc:pqnons to the bLlessed and glorious
issue of his goverament., Lot us endeavour (o
make just and cdifying reflectiuns cn each of
these points.

Ve have {ound the preyuieny parvily verified
to the .c?tcr. Lot this fach satis! {7 us of its di-
vins truth, amnd bapross our minds with a deep
and settled conviction that the whoﬁe shall be
sutistactorily, if not literally, accomplished. But
not this pmp‘necy only : let the fact remind us
that the Holy Seriptures do really contain “¢ the
word of God.”” . Isone butthz Omniscient could
have for seen the rise of this “ branch’ from
ihe reot of Duvid—the birth of a man who
should be regacded as ¢ ithe Lord our righte-
ousness.” Let usthen sermm]y attend to Lhow
sacred records: listen to them with awful rever-
ence, as if we actually ¢« heard the voice of ihe
Lord God;” and enguire what he says to our-
selves—to such persons as we feel ourselves to
be.

The prophecy may éspecially remind us of our
state nnder Cheist, ¢ Hin has God exalted to
be a Prince and a Saviour,” and it is the proper
effect and eand of his gov ernment to ¢ execute
judgment and justice.” Let us therefore cnquire
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whether we are his faithful and dutiful subjects
—whetlier we enjoy his salvation, and are doiny
his will. Has he saved us from the captivity of
Satan—the power and dominion of sin?  Does
he reign over our souls by his holy Spirit and
word?  Is it our constant employment to obey
his commands? Are we ¢ dwelling safely,” as
to our spiritual condition, under his protection;
and can we reasonably expect an eternal habi-
tation in bis heavenly kingdom?

The government of Christ will assuredly be
maintained, until its great objects shall have
been effected. He will “reign and prosper’”
until he shall have established universal * judg-
ment and justice;” most probably, until the re-
mains of his ancient people the Jews shall have
been restored to ‘“their own land;” but, most
certainly, until “ all kings shall bow down be-
fore him, all nations do him service.” OQOh! let
us call upon our souls to anticipate the glorious
events, to desire those blessed days. Let us
make their advent our daily prayer, and exert
whatever faculties may be granted us to prepare
the way. Let us act, eachin his place and
province, as the ministers and servaunts of our
king—<executing judgment and justice” towards
every man. Let us follow our Redeemer—to
‘s seek and save that which was lost,” to ““preach
deliverance to the captives,”” and to ¢ give our-
selves”’—whatever we have, whatever we are
enabled to do—¢ for the life of the world”—the
salvation of Jew and Gentile,






THE ASSURANCE OF PROPHECY.

LUKE XXI. 33.
Heaven and earth shall pass away,but imy words shall not past away,

Eiecnreen hundred years have nearly passed
away since these words were spoken; that ge-
neration has long since returned to dust, and the
dust of many other generations buries it from
our sight; the glory of Israel and the armies of
Rome are gone from the earth :—yet here are
we, with the words of Christ sounding as freshly
in our ears, and thrilling as powerfully in our
hearts, as if they had now for the first time been
uttered. In this sense at least the prophecy ap-
pears sure of accomplishment : a ‘“ monument
more durable than brass” and “more firmly
based than the pyramids of Egypt,” Christianity
remains; and will remain, though heaven and
earth should literally pass away, as long as the
soul of man continues in existence.

The solenmin declaration however signifies more
than this. It refers, not merely to the words
themselves, but to the divine truth of their im-
port; it avers, not only that the prophetical dis-
course shall be kept in memory by the providence
of God, but that it shall be confirmed, whatever
else may fail or change, by the exact corres-
pondence of the events foretold. Let us then
consider these momentous forewarnings, and
endeavour to apply them to the purposes for
which they were given.
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The Prophecy, to which this declaration re-
lates, consists of two parts. One part of it be-
longs to the Jewish people, and the destruction
of the temple and city of Jerusalem; with regard
o which Jesus said, “Verily, verily, this gene-
ration shall not pass away tillall these things be
fulfilled.”” Another part belongs to a different
display of the justice and majesty of God; for
« of that day and that hour,” said Jesus, “know-
eth no man; no, not the angels that arein heaven;
but my Father only.”

Some difficulty has been found in determining
precisely what portions of this prophetical dis-
course should be assigned to the first of these

“periods, and what to the second. And many
commentators have been of opinion that the
respective portions were designedly intermixed,
because the destruction of unbelieving and im-
penitent Jerusalem was to be a type or sign of
the destruction of a wicked world at the last
day. Without directly entering, however, on
this question, we may easily satisfy ourselves,
that a most important part of the prophecy was
fulfilled within the period to which it was ex-
pressly limited; and that anciker part, of far
greater importance, yet remains to be fulfilled
at a period still unknown. Ry object will con-
sequently be to point out the exact accomplish-
ment of the former part of the prophecy, and so
endeavour to impress you with the necessity of
preparing for the awful certainty of the latter.

i. The portions of the prophecy which un-
doubtedly belong to the first peuod are those
which speak of the ruin of the tempie ard city of
Jernsalem, and the desolation cfthe land of the
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Jews. ¢ As some spake of the temple, how ii
was adorned with goodly stones and gifts, he
said :

As for these things which ye behold, the days
will come, in the which there shall not be left
cne stoneupon another, that shall not be thrown
down.

And when, he afterwards added, ye shall see
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh :—'Then let
them which are in Judea flee to the mountains,
&c. For these be the days of vengeance, that
all things which zre written (by the Prophets on
that subject,) may be fulfilled.—Eor there shall
be great distress in the land, and wrathuponthis
people. And they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away calmve into all
nations : and Jerusalem shail be trodden down
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled.”

Now all these things came to pass exactly as
they were foretold. Within forty years, and so
befora the generation of men to whom Jesus
spoke had departed from the earth, the Roman
armies encompassed and besieged Jerusalem.
After a terribledestruction of the miserahle Jews
by sword and famine and pestilence, the city was
taken by Titus the Roman General; the temple
was burnt and completely demohshed and the
people were either carried, or sold, into captivity
among the various nniiens which composed the
Roman Empire. And in that captivity—at least
as a race despised and trampled on—they still
continue, dispersed over the face of the earth.

3f these facts there is no doubt; all the world
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know and acknowledge them. Dut how do we
know, some persons would probably ask, that the
words were actcally spoken by Jesus? May not
the prophecy have been invented after the events
had taken place? 'The answer is :—we find it
recorded by three original historians, Matthew,
Mark and Luke; each of whom gives a plain
and artless account of the life of Jesus, and that
(as 1 could easily show you) without concert
‘between themselves, and without one borrowing
from another. Moreover, all the traditions which
we have concerning these historians (the earliest
running up to the time of St. John,) lead us to
believe that they severally wrote before the des-
truction of Jerusalem :—Matthew, probably,
about eight years after our Savicar’s ascension,
Mark a few years later, and Luke within (at
most) thirty or thirty five years. Besides, there
is a particular occurrence mentioned by ancient
writers, which shews that the Christians had
received a warning to escape from Jerusalem.
Josephus, the Jewish historian, who relates at
length all the details of that dreadful war, states
the fact, that at the time when the Roman ar-
mies were completing their investment of the
devoted city, ““many’’ of the inhabitants ¢ fled.”
And Eusebius, with other Christian historians,
informs us that at that time all the believers in
Christ ““fled to Pella” and other places of se-
curity beyond Jordan—so that not one Christian
perished in the destruction of Jerusalem.

We have thus the best evidence that the pro-
phecy was really delivered by Christ. But is
it, some would still demand, a real and divine
prediction? Might nota sagacious person clearly



115

enough foresee that the turbulent and obstinate
Jews would never rest until they had provoked
the Romans to destroy their temple and capital,
and put an end to their national character? I
reply—certainly not; because the Romans were
not accustomed thus to treat the people whom
they subdoed. Their great statesman and phi-
losopher, Cicero, who lived just before the age
in which these things happened, remarks it as a
ereditable distinction of his countrymen, that it
was their practice to prescrve and incorporate
conquered places, and netices with regret asin-
gle exception (among those who had not waged
war with savage barbarity) in the instance of the
city of Corinth, So different were they, from
whom alone Jerusalem had now to fear, from
the Babylonians whose vengeance it had for-
merly experienced. The probability was, con-
firmed by the experience of many nations and
cities, that should the Jews, who had already
been easily reduced to subjection and tribute,
rebel against their conquerors, a few legions
would quickly crush their frantic efforts; and
an edict from the Emperor, making some chang-
es in the government of the province, and secur-
ing it against further disturbance, would treat
the people with such forbearance and kindness
as might be likely to win their gratitude, and in-
duce them to rest satisfied under Roman pro-
tection. 'This, I say, was the fair probability
at that time. But, had it been less than it really
was, and supposing it even likely that the pecu-
liar temper and conduct of the Jews would pro-
voke the Romans to unusual severity, (such as
they had exercised on Carthage and Numantia,)
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hew, I pray, could mere human wisdom foresee,
so as confidently and distinctly to foretel, that
during the time of that very * generation” Je-
rusalem would be ¢ compassed with armies”—
that its destruction would be complete and final
—and that the whole people would be led away
into captivity among a variety of nations for a
long and almost endless period? How could Je-
sus discern that this was the precise time when
all the threatenings contained in the books of
the ancient Prophets would receive their accom-
plishment? We do not learn that any other per-
son of that generation, whether Jew or Gentile,
ventured to utter such a prediction; nor indeed
that such a one was ever uttered concerning any
other city or people. So clear and satisfactory
is the proof, that he who spoke these words,
was inspired by the wisdom of God. )

2. Bearing therefore this great truth in mind,
remembering that these are really the words of
one who could look forward into futurity, let us
proceed to take a view of the other part of the
Prophecy; the part which has not yet heen ful-
filled. For Jesus was especially careful to im-
press his disciples with the assurance, that events
far more awful and momentous were to be ex-
pected after—long after—all those things had
come to pass. ‘ '

¢ And he said, Take heed that ye be not de-
ceived; for many shall come in my name, say-
ing, 1 am Christ, and the time draweth near (—
and so history informs us that many false Mes-
siahs, or professed deliverers of Israel, have
appeared—some {rom before the destruction of
Jerusalem;) go ye not therefore after them: But
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when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be
not terrified; for these things must first come
to pass; but the End is not by and by.

‘T'hen said he unto them, Nation shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
and great carthquakes shall be in divers places,
and famines and pestilences; and fearful sights
and great signs shall there be from heaven.
But before all these they shall lay their hands
on you, and persecute you; delivering you up
to the synagegues, and prisons, being brought
before kings and rulers for my name’s sake.
('These are things which happened as much after
the destruction of Jerusalem as beforeit. Then
giving directions how his disciples should act
under all the circumstances which would befal
them, ineluding the troubles and miseries which
vere nearat hand, he thus foretels the End of all:)

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in
the mcon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and
the waves roaring; mens’ hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven
shall be shuken. And then shall they see the
sign of THE SoN oF uMAN coming in a cloud with
power and great glory.”

Some have understocod even this part of the
Prophecy asif it figuratively described the judg-
ments which were coming on the Jews for their
rejection of Christ and the Gospel; and others,
with somewhat more of probability, have applied
it to the triumph of Christianity in the days of
Constantine, the first Christian Emperor. But
itis, I conceive, perfectly plain from the Epistles,

Q
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and especially from the two Epistles of St.
Paul to the Thessalonians, that the Apostles,
and the whole Christian Church under their in-
struction, looked for a very different fulfilment;
—for nothing less than the real and personal
coming of Christ to the last judgment of the
world. 'The coming of the Lord is held out by
them, either asa motive to patience and perse-
verance under all temporal afllictions, or to
awaken the carcless and indifferent to ¢ sense of
their terrible danger; objects scarcely to be
answered by an expectation of the destruction
of Jerusalem, or of the triumph of Constantine.
Moreover, the coming of Christ, and the day of
the Lord, are viewed in immediate connexion
with the resurrection—as events 1n which the
dead would be as much concerned as those who
should be found alive: a consideration which
undeniably proves how the Apostles looked,
and would have taught us all to look, for the
fulfilment of the latter part of our Saviour’s
prophecy.

Be it then our faith, that as surely as the Ro-
mans came to execute the vengeance of offended
heaven on the Jews, so surely shall Christ come
““ from heaven, §o take vengeance on them that
obey not his Gospel, and to be glorified in his
saints and admired in all that believe.” < Hea-
ven and earth shall pass away, but his words
shall not pass away.” 'They were entirely veri-
fied in that generation; and they will be on this,
and on all the generations of men. These eyes
—whether before or after the sleep of the grave,
it matters not—shall see him descending in the
clouds of heaven; and we-—cven these bodics
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and souls of ‘ours—shall partake, cithher of the
redemption, or the cverlasting destruction, of
that day. And oh! may we lcarn to live like
those who really believe that these things shall
be!

What effect the belief should produce—yes,
and must inevitably produce, on those who en-
tertain it, Christ himself has taught us in the
nlainest words: ‘¢ And—

Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunk-
enness, and cares of this life, and so that day
come upon you unawares; for as a spare shall it
come upon all them that dwell on the face of the
whole earth. Watchye, therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to es.
cape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of man.”

Is it possible to say any thing by which this
solemn and affectionate admonition can be made
more impressive? It is addressed, not to the
daring unbeliever, but to us who pass for believ-
ers in Christ, but endanger cur eternal hopes by
yielding to the weakness and corruption of our
nature. And alas, does it not strike us with the
conviction, that too, too often—if not continual-
ly—we have been regardless? At the convivial
hoard, at our private table, in our common bu-
siness, and amidst the amusements of life, have
we not forgotten ourselves? Have we not lost
sight of Christ and the judgment day, and ate
and drank, and talked and acted, and partaken
~of diversions and pleasures, in a manner most
clearly proving that eternity was far from our
thoughts? And yet there has never heen a day,
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or an hour, when this prediction might not have
been fulfilled. 'The time is lefi in complete
uncertainty, in order that, as all bave an interest
in the event, all should continually hold them-
selves in readiness.

Think then, let me say to each individual, what
would have become of you, if our Liord had come
at this, or that, or any one of numberless seasons
which conscience recals to your mind?—1If he
had come when you were indulging in the plea-
sures of mere sense, utterly forgetful of your
spiritual nature and all its claims? I he had
come when you were engrossed in worldly bu-
siness—employed altogether about the things of
this life, even if you did not allow yourself to
violate truth or honesty, charity or peace, for
the sake of them? If he had come when vou
were joining in idle and frivolous, if not directly
improper conversation; or in foolish recreations,
which “make a mock of sin,” and play about
its verge, if they do not absolutely plunge in its
pollutions? If he had come when you were in-
dulging the thoughts of your own heart—unholy
or unkind, if they were not positively impure or
malignant?

Ah! does not every one of us feel, that if he
had come at those times we could not have en-
dured the day of his coming; we could not have
stood when the Judge appeared? Inshame and
confusion must we not have fallen on our faces
to the earth, to await the sentence which must
have banished us from the presence of his
holiness?

It is then a mercy that he has not yet appear-
ed; itisa great mercy that the prophetic words
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of the Son of man still vibrate in our ears. Ch!
let them now at least settle in our hearts: and
rouse us to vigilance, and a life consistent with
the hope of salyation, for the time to come. It
may be, that never more will the warniag be
addressed to #s—

“ Take ye heed 5 wateh and pray: for
know nec when the time 18.”

ye






THE END OF ALL THINGS.

1 PETER IV. 7.
The end of all things is ot hand : be ye therefore sober, and watch
unto prayer,

'Tue remark has occurred to many persons,
on reading this passage, and others of similar
impert in the writings of the Apostles, that they
appear to have conceived ““the end of all things”
much nearer than experience proves it to have
heen. Hence some have looked about for ano-
iher sense which might be fairly given to their
woirds. One class of critics seem almost to
have persuaded themselves that such expressions
referred, not to that consummation which we call
<« the end of the world,”” but tothe destruction
of Jerusalem and conclusicn of the age of the
Old Testament. Another class have been rather
inclined to consider these expressions as little
more than figurative representations of the ap-
proach of death—¢ the end of all things” in this
world to each individual.

It can scarcely be necessary to enter into a
discussion of either of these interpretations, be-
cause I believe all would admit the first and
most obvious sense ¢f the words to be the most
satisfactery—provided it should notir:ply a false
prediction on the part of the Apostles, the au-
thorised and inspired interpreters of truth.

But from such a suspicion it seems perfectly
easy to exonerate their name. For in none of
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these places do they foretel any thing as of theiu-
selves, but merelyrefer to a well known prediction
of Christ; adding perhaps some explanatory or
illustrative circumstances. And in what terms
had their Divine Master predicted the consum-
mation of all things? Had he told them it was
near at hand? Had he told them it was far dis-
tant? Neither the one, nor the other. But he
had very carefully apprised them that the period
was not to be disclosed. He delivered a very
solemn prophecy concerning a series of events,
which were to begin with the destruction of the
Jewish State and Church, and to end at the end
of all things in the present world.  Of the first
great event, the destruction of Jerusalem, he
precisely declared that it was very near; sonear
that that generation should not pass away, till
all belonging to it was fulfilled :—and so it hap-
pened even to the letter.  ““ But ofthat (conclud-
ing) day and hour,” he said, ¢ knoweth no man,
no not the angels that are in heaven, neither the
Son; but the Father.” Inthemeantime it was
his and his heavenly Father’s will,that the Apos-
tles and all their foliowers should regard it as
posstbly, or even probably near. < Watch,”
therefore, he says, ‘ and pray that ye may be
accounted worthy to escape all these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son
of man;—And what I say unto you, I say unto
all, Watch.” For the same reason the prophe-
cies relating to the end of the world, contained
in 8t. John’s Apocalypse, and other writings of
the Apostles, are all carefully expressed in lan-
guage which mizht be fulfilled, either at an ear-
lier, or at a much later period. ¢ 'That day,”
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says ®t. Paul, ‘shall not come except’’ certain
remarkable events shall have preceded it;—but
those events (a great departure from the true
faith of the Gospel, and a sad display of prevail-
ing wickedness and impiety) were of such a na-
ture, that they might either have taken place
within a few years, or have been protracted du-
ring several centuries. For the durationofthese
events St. John indeed assigns certain terms of
time:—but then he denominates them periods of
‘days; and few, (I believe) if any, persons ever
thought of taking a day as the prophetical sym-
bol for a year, until so many years had elapsed,
that they might likewise apprehend the periods
assigned to have nearly reached their conclu-
sion. And with such admirable caution are
these prophecies framed, that even now the same
salutary uncertainty remains. For, supposing
it to be at length absolutely certain that a pro-
phetic day signifies a year;—still, from the pe-
culiar manper in which the prophetic periods are
dated, from the room left for doubt whether se-
veral periods were to succeed each other, or to
be more or less synchronical, and from other cir-
cumstances of an ambiguous complexion, no man
can undertake to determine when the end will
be. It may still be comparatively remote :—it
may be also, (for every word of prophecy might
thus be accomplished) before.** Tri1s generation
shall bave passed away.”’

¢ 'The end of all things,” said St. Peter there-
fore—*¢ the end of all things,” may the minister
of the same L.ord now say—¢1is at hand;”’—not
that it musé come to day, or to morrow, or with-
in any precisely determinable time; but that it

R
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may, may probably, soon arvive.  “ Beye there-
fore sober,” temperate with respect to all the
enjoyments of life, <and watch’” with minds
awake and collected ¢ unto prayer’—the em-
ployment best fitted for the anticipation of a
holier state and the more immediate presence of
God.

The certain prospect of death indeed at no very
remote period ought, unquestionably, to affect
us deeply, and exercise a powerful influence over
the whole course of our life. Were ¢ thedays
of our age’’ invariably three or four score or a
hundred years, reason would still direct us to
make good use of all our appointed time; to
*¢ consider the end,” and do all things with a de-
liberate view to their final events. Nor could
there be any just doubt concerning the kind of
life which even in that case it would behove us
to pursue. For, setting aside all other conside-
rations, what but a virtuous and holy life could
we cenceive calculated to produce a desirable
futurity? Did we not even look forwards for
ourselves—did we not extend our view to our
personal existence in a world to come—still the
good man is the only one who leaves any thing
good behind him here. ¢ Justice and benevo-
Tence,” as the Roman statesman and moralist
well reminds his readers, alone obtain the es-
‘téem and love of those with whom we live; alone
constitute the name and character which can be
honored by posterity. By such qualities also,
alone, carefully communicated to our children,
and others under our influence, our worth. sur-
vives our dissolution; and thus, according to
the natural course of things, the consoling
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Jpromises of the Royal Poet receive their accom-
plishment,—¢ The generation ¢f the upright
shall be blessed; andhis righteousness endureth
for ever.” But reason and revclation coincide
in leading us to anticipate another world; for
which therefore the present life ought evidently
to be regarded as a state of preparation. And
for a happy futurity surely it is inconceivable
that any kind of life, but that in which sanctity
and virtue have become habitual, should prepare
and capacitate the soul. Were we then sure of
reaching the furthest bound of human life, wis-
dom would still admonish us—¢The end of all
things is at hand : be ye therefore sober, and
watch-unto prayer!”

But how little probability is there that we—
that any particularised individual among us—
should attain to such anage! “Few,” we
well know, ¢ are they who find it.” 1In youth,
in maturer years, in all parts of the successive
periods of life, men are seen to die. They dis-
appear from the earth : their name and charac-
ter, such as they may have become, irrevocably
fixed in this world; and (as far as we can see)
their state and destiny in the world of spirits as
irreparably decided. Who then, that justly con-
siders these things, does not feel himself deeply
affected by them? Who does not often hear a
warning voice—as if a messenger had come to
him from the other world—that ‘the end of all
things is at hand;” that there is no time to be
Jost; that he has none (not a day,) to waste on
frivolous vanities, still less to abuse in low and
polluting pleasures; that neither the enjoyments
nor the cares of this life should be sufferec to
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sober and temnperate use of the various objects
of sense, and by the habitual practice of devo.
tion keep himself prepared for his removal to the
eternal state, whenever the time may come?
Such are the reflections naturally suggested
by the ordinary uncertainties of our mortal life;
reflections which the unexpected departure of
our friends or neighbours is calculated, and
doubtless intended, to excite; reflections which
their disappearance for ever from the throng and
business of life ought {o invest with awful so-
femnity. Here (should we reflect)—as we miss
them in the public way, from amongst the as-
semblies of men, above all as we look upon their
vacant place within the house of prayer;—here
they were the other day, and now'they are gone;
irrecoverably, unchangeably, everlastingly gone.
Jh! how great does the importance now appear
of thelife thev led on earth! [f they were cha-
racterised by any moral obliquity, how painful,
how distiessing, the remembrance. No good or
happy effect, we all see and feel, can have been
produced by such causes; nay we know not how
to dwell upon the thought, and can only turn for
relief, with vague and indefinable hopes, to the
infinite mercy of Almighty God, and “the blood”
which was ¢“shed for the sins of the world.”
Bat, on the other‘hand, what comfort and en-
couragement do we derive from the contempla-
ticn of departed goodness! The upright and
just, the kind and benevolent, the charitable and
merciful, leave in our hearts a cheerful and lovely
image. And if their sociai virtues have been
sanctified Ly a spirit of pure and fervent pietv;
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ifwe have seen them ¢ doing justly, loving mercy,
and walking humbly with their God;” we then
behold them assuredly delivered from all evil,
<arrayed in white robes and palms in their
hands,” admitted ¢ before the throne of God,”
and *‘serving him day and night in his’ heavenly
*teruple.””  The inference for ourselves is ob-
vious and impressive. We are mortal, as they
were; we hold our lives by as frail a tenure;
another weei, or another day, may number us
among those who have been; and fix our charac-
ter among men, and our {ate in the eternal world,
just as 1rrevocably as theirs have been fixed.
Now then let us consider whether the prospect
is such as to satisfy our minds. If now celled
away, would we leave 2 memory which survivors
ought to cherish; and would our spirits antici-
pate an eternal peace and serenity?—Andif such
considerations are unsatisfactory—if they bring
ungrateful convictions on our conscience, let
them by all means produce their proper effect on
our lives : let them arouse us to a thorough ex-
amination of our disposition and conduct, with a
determinationtoreform whatever shall be wirong:
let us ‘“ redeem the time,”” and by the mercies of
Christ secure the everlasting redemption of our
souls. :
There are periods when it pleases God fo visit
mankind with peculiar judgments; and through
one of these we are evidently passing. A dire
disease has been seen to fall, like a blast from
heaven, on various regions of the earth, sweeping
as it were over its appointed space, and des-
troying with almest inconceivable rapidity the
powers of life. Many a spot around us, some
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for the second time, -have been marked by its
dreadful ravages; and, although the apparent
physical causes of its introduction and extension
may be less observable among us, it would still
be wrong'and presumptuous to imagine ourselves
exempt from danger. The moral causes—if le-
vity and thoughtlessness, if intemperance and
profligacy, if impiety and profaneness, if a life
notoriously regardless of its final account—if
these are admitted as sufficient reasons for an
extraordinary intervention of Providence, the
moral causes, it cannot be denied, exist among
us in formidable force. Well then wmay this
disease be regarded as a special messenger from
heaven—an ¢ angel of destruction,” alas, to
some, but charged with a message of peculiar
mercy to therest; calling us all to serious re-
flection, repentance and amendment of life. Oh'!
let the call penetrate our hearts; and, knowing
not how near ¢ the end of all things” may be,
let us ““ be sober and watch unto prayer.”

'The true force, however, of the admonition
before us certainly lies in this ;—that God hath
appointed another world to supersede the pre-
sent state of things, and has left us in utter un-
certainty when he will effect the mighty change;
that it may come any day, and the day in which
it does come will be a ¢ day of judgment”—a
day of discrimination between the good and the
bad—when ¢ these shall go away into everiast-
ing punishment, but the righteous into life eter-
nal.” For this day the dead are represented as
waiting, either in trembling fear, or in joyful
hope ; for this the living are required to stand
prepared by spending every day as if it might
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e the last. Day we ¢ have grace” to act
agreeably to these most momentous truths! May
we, one and all, become sober and serious;—
laying a due restraint on our appetites and pas-
sions; regulating our whole conduct by the
rules of reason and religion; withdrawing, as
far as the duties of our station will permit, from
scenes of dissipation and profligacy; and firmly
resisting the temptations which it may not be
possible entirely to avoid. And may we ¢ watch
unto prayer”’—devoutly uniting in the supplica-
tions of the Church, and maintaining a constant
and holy communion with heaven in private.
Thus should we be prepared for all events, be-
cause prepared for «“ the end of all;’” and might
hope to meet the severest trials with humble
fortitude—shewing to others, and enjoying in
ourselves, the incomparable excellence of Chris-
tian faith and hope; the moral dignity and hap-
piness of that man, whose ¢ heart standeth fast,
trusting in the Lord.”






THE STILL SMALL vOICi.

1 KINGs XiX. 11,12,

Behold the Lord passed by ; and agreat and strong wind rent the
mountains and brake in picces the rocks before the Lord, Lut the
Lord was not in the wind ; and after the wind an earlhquake,
but the Lord was not in the carthquoke ; and after the earth-
qualke a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire: and ofter the fire
a still small voice.

Tre Scriptures contain no explanation of
this most remarhable and ever memorable ma-
nifestation of the Liord. It wasintended to make
its own impression on the mind of Elijab, and
is left to work its own effect on those who read
his history. Probably therefore we shsuld not
do right, if we weve to aflix to it any one
precise signification; to confine it to the circum-
stances and events by which the Lord was made
known in the Prophet’s time; or to consider it
as directly prophetic of any which have since
occurred. It is rather significative of the way
in which God generally reveals himself to men,
and in which they should look for such disco-
veries. Doubtless however it had an especial
reference to the state of the Prophet’s mind, and
has been recorded for our admonition and in-
struction. We are therefore at liberty to consi-
der the general 1deas which it may seem naturally
to convey; and apply them to Elijah and the
scenes through which he was passing, as also to
the dispensations of divine government which
more particularly concern ourselves.

5
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The genera! ideas which the passage naturally
coanveys are, I conceive, such as these :(—that
God “ces not so fully reveal himself by the
more viclent displays of his power, as by the
calmer and more silent intimations of his will.
The devastating wind, the destructive earth-
quake, and the consuming fire, go * before the
Lord,” and awaken a thoughtless world to his
majesty and wrath; but his good and gracious
counsels, the plan which he has formed, and the
object which he pursues when all opposition is
overthrown, the works of human pride levelled
in the dust, and sin and “* sinners consumed out
of the earth;”—these are understood by that man
only who listens to the ‘still small voice,”” by
which the Lord speaks to his waiting and obe-
dient servants. En a certain sense mdeed the
Liord is in the wind, the earthquake and the fire;
for all such things are the effects of his will, and
consequently manifestations, in a medasure, of
his nature; but if we regarded these alone, we
should form but a very imperfect, and in fact a
very wrong, notion of God. Wisdom and good-
ness are his most essential attributes, his darling
perfections, his delight and glory : when these
are revealed to the soul, it learns to view mercy
as prevailing against judgment; learns that the-
Almighty afflicts in order to correct, lays low
to raise and establish, and (in a sense it may be
said,) destroys to revive and save for ever.

1. Let us now apply these ideas to the case
and circumstances of Elijah. This great Pro-
phet was raised up to restore the knowledge and
worship of God in Israel at a time of almost
universal ignorance and apostacy. For this
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purpose he was ordained, not only to publish the
Lord’s word, but to be the minister ofhis justica
and his mercy. He was first commissioned to
make this declaration to Ahab, the idolatrous
king, « Asthe Lord God of Israel liveth, before
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain
these years, but according to my word;” and a
long drought and most distressing famine con-
firmed the truth of his pretensions. At length,
““in the third year,” when the people might have
been supposed to bethoroughly humbled, and
prepared to make a proper account of the mercy,
““the word of the Lord came to Elijah, (who had
fled to the neighbouring country of Zidon for a
scanty sustenance) saying, Go, shew thyself to
Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” But
that the impression might be the stronger, and
the people at once (if possible) weaned from their
chief and leading sin, the Lord determined at the
same time to make a signal manifestation of his
infinite superiority over all the false gods whom
they ignorantly worshipped, and enable his Pro-
phet to execute due judgment on the prophets or
priests of the predominant idolatry, When the
fire had fallen from heaven and consumed Eli-
jah’s sacrifice, so that the people fell on their
faces and said, ““ The Lord—he is the God,”
and when all the incorrigible prophets of Baal
had been put to death at his command;—then
< the Lord sent a gracious rain and refreshed
his inheritance.”

Elijah might now reasonably expect a great
change in his circumstances, as well as n the
principles and character of his countrymen, He
might suppose idolatry entirely destroyed, and
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Ysoir for due respset and honor as the distin-
aished Prophet and minister ef the Lord of

i1 But how different was his experience !
Jezebel, the heathen wife of Ahab, the chief
autior and supporter of the idolatrous worship
in Israel, still retained her influence, and was
still unreclaimed. Immediately after the asto-
nishing miracle which God had wrought in con-
firmation of the Prophet’s word,and the execution
of justice according to thedivine law on the
prophets of Boal, the haughty and infatuated
queen sent this message to Klijah, “ So let the
‘Gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy
lifc as the life of one of them by to morrow at
this time.”  We might have thought that Elijah
would securely defy the menace; that he would
have placed his trust in that God, who had so
vecently and so victoriously maintained the
cause of his servant, «nd made him apparently
the converter of the whole peonle. But it was
not so. Whether he sought in vain for some
express promise of protection; whether the Lord
was pleased to inform him that on this occasion
he must not expect miraculous assistance; or
whether he was merely left to his own natural
weakness :—these things we know not;—but we
are distinctly told that he had the same appre-
hension, and pursued the same course, which
any ordinary man would have done, He <fled
‘for his life;”” he took refuge in ¢ the wilder-
ness;” and was there so oppressed with des.
pondency and sorrow, aste utter this prayer,
¥t is euough now, @ Lord, take away my life;
for T am not better than my fathers.” At that
season of depression, he seems to have imagined
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<ot all his labours and sufferings, all the divine
traths winch he bad taught, and the grand mi-
racles which had accompanied tiem, were in
vain ;—Jezebel remained in power, and would
very soon, as the distempered mind of Elijah
foreboded, pervert the people again, and renew
the abeminations which he had suppressed.
But the Prophet was not deserted.  An angel
supplied him with food; the same heavenly mes-
seuger lad hin In safety through a journey of
forty days; aud the power of God defended and
supported him untithe arrived at Horeb, or Sinai,
‘ the mount of God”’—where he had originally
revealed himselfto the children of Israel. There
the word of the Liord came to him, and demanded,
““ What doest thou here, lijah?” His answer
fully disclosed the state of bis mind. Overiook.
ing the late most memorable transactions, as '
they had never been, he says, ‘T have been very
jealous for the Lord God of Hosts, for the chil-
dren of Israel have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophsts
with the sword; and I, even I only, am left;
and they seel my life to takeit away.” Then the
remarizable scene {ollowed which the text des.
cribes. Buat what are the words uttered by ths
¢ still small voice” which bespoke the immediate
presence of Jehovah? They were of a character
widely different {rem the Prophet’s apprehen-
sions. They fully upheld him in his bigh and
awful office. ¢ Go,” said the Lord, “return on
thy way to the wilderness of Damascus; and
when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king
over Syria; and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, shalt
thou anoint to be king over Israel; and Elisha,
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the son of Shaphat, shalt thou anoint to be Pro-
phet in thy room. Andit shall come to pass,
hat him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall

ehu slay; and him that escapeth the sword of
Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me se-
ven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which
hath not kissed him.”

Now here I think we may, without much dif-
ficulty, perceive the impressions, which this pe-
culiar manifestation of Jehovah was calculated
to make on Elijah’s mind.

It would therefore naturally tend to compose
his feelings. Was there any thing in him cor-
responding with the wind, the earthquake, or
the fire? Was there any thing violent, agitating,
or indicative of undue warmth of temper? Was
the Prophet exasperated and indignant at the
treatment hereceived? Did hetremble withrage
at the failure, as he then appeared to consider it,
of his attempts to ¢“turn the heart” of the people
“back again” to the Lord? Was he ready to
call for vengeance on his enemies, and consume
them in his wrath? ¢ God was not” in such pas-
sions. They were the workings of human nature,
not of the holy Spirit in the heart. It wasthe
Prophet’s duty not to give himselfup to such
impetuous feelings, but to wait for the ‘still
small voice” of reason, deliberation and patience.

But the scene might be yet more instructive
to Elijab. He wasa ““man of God,” and really
anxious that the name of the Lord should be
glorified, and his will obeyed. Doubtless he
could say with the strictest sincerity, ¢ I have
been wvery jealous for the Lord God of Hosts,”
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although even v him human infirmity would
mingle with what was holy and divine. He had
therefore, we may suppose, ardently hoped and
fondly trusted that the late displays of divine
power and justice would have effected an uni-
versal and lasting reformation in Israel; and
now that he so soon found the contrary, he might
have thought it worthy of the Lord,—he might
have been disposed to make it the object of his
prayer—that the stcrmof God’s anger, the earth-
quake of his indignation, or the fire of his wrath,
should terrify or destroy the incorrigible nation.
Such thonghts were not altogether wrong; but
they were hasty and indiscriminate. Too many
of the people were indeed abandoned to iniquity,
and, notwithstanding such partial and temperary
repentances as Elijah had lately witnessed,
would become in time ripe for destruction; but
the «still small voice’” of divine wisdom and
goodness pronounced otherwise concerning a
select number. 'That same voice therefore de-
creed the destruction of the former when the
time should arrive, chose the fittest instruments,
and appointed Elijah himself to designate them
to their office. But, with respect to the “sgven
thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal,”
these, said the voice, I have reserved to my-
self;”’—in the midst of terror and destruction they
should be safe. The invasions of Hazael might
alarm them; the subversion of the kingdom by
Jehu might fill them with consternation ; the wars
and famines, and other calamities which would
happen according to the word of Elisha, might
threaten to destroy them :—but whatever they
might apprehend, whatever they might suffer,
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they were the “reserved’” of the Lord, and
he would be their sure and aternal deliverer,

i Thus this peculiar manifesiation of the Deity
had a direct and powerful tendency to (ranguil-
lize and settle the Prophet’s mind. It tanght
him to wait with patience for the Lord’s time,
to judge as he judges, and to place a full conti-
dence in the equity of his proceedings. . We
find hin therefore immediately aficrwards dis-
missing his fears, leaving the unprofitable soli-
iude to which he had fed, andin the face of ali
his enemies steadily and undauntedly pursuing
the path assigned bim. :

2. Let us now attempt an application of the
same principles to the dispensations of divine go-
vernment which more particularly concern our-
selves. The methods, by which God males him-
self known to us, are bis ordinary providence and
extraordinary revelation;—and with respect to
each of these the scene before us is instractive.

. For, with respect to the ordinary course of
divine providence, as it is carried on by the ope-
rations of nature, very imperfect and erroneous
indeed would be our 1deas of God, if we regard.-
ed only the stormy ¢ wind, the carthquake, and
the fire.” Such things, we know, are set at
work by him; they are the instruments of his
vengeance on a sinful world; sometimes they
appear especially appointed to ¢xecute his judg-
ments on particular nations or individuals; they
spread alarm and dismay through ti:e hearts of
men, and awaken thein to the power and justice
of the Lord. But «the Lord is not in them ;”
they perform his “ strange work”—the work
which sin, alas! renders necessary, byt which
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would be otherwise altogether foreigu to the
nature or will of God.  + His delight 18 in bles.
sing, wol in cursing;” in preserving the world

which e has made, not in afflicting or destroy-
ing 1t; 1n making his creatures hdnpv not in
iernfymtr or consuminy them. The * stl! small
woice,”” which breathes in the healthy and re-
frubhn‘iﬂ' breeze; the testimony borne by ths
beneficial order of nature; the comfortable as-
surance which the attentive observer perpetu-
ally receives from the creation arcund bim ;—-
the Lord saving in his heart, « While the earth
remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and
heat, and summer and winter, and day and
night shall nct cease :”’—this tells us much mors
of God—d.xb gives us a far better notion of him
who 1s ¢ good to all, and his tender mercies over
all bis works.”” Just so in human governinents;
—it is not the terrors of war or of justice ;—it
is not the alarms which may be spread through
the world, or the punishments infiicted on pub-
lic enemies or transgressors at home; which
constitute good goveinment: but the things
in which every wise governor far more delights
arc those measures which premote virtue and
peace ; viz. industry, order, and the quiet
employment of the several powers and talents of
the people.

The same observations hold with respect to
the extraordinary revelations which God has
made of himself. KEvery dispensation of God
‘indeed must have its _Judgments, as well as its
‘mercies, until sin and sinners be no more; but
there is“this difference between the two great
dispensaticus with which we are acquainted, the

T
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Liaw of Moses and the Gospel of Christ,—that
in the Law judgment is more apparent, and
mercy in the Gospel; and consequertly we learn
more—much more—of God from the ‘“stillsmall
voice” of Chlirist, than from the storm, the earth-
quake and the fire, which literally attended the
promulgaticn of the Law on Mount Sinai, and
in the spiritual sense prevail throughout the
whole system of Moses. [n fact the severities
of the Law answered the same purpose with the
wind, the earthquake, and the fire of Elijah;
they went before the Lord; they prepared the
way for Emmanuel; they drew the attention of
mankind to the divine wisdom and goodness
about to be manifested inthe Gospel. For when
he appeared, who was *‘ God manifest in the
flesh,”” how remarkably different was his appear-
ance from the circumstances which accompanied
the promulgation of the Law. A man, unat-
tended with pomp or ceremony, working mira-
cles indeed, but those of a merciful and bountiful
kind, in gentle and encouraging accents, is heard
to say—‘* Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest : Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls; for my yoke is easy and my
burdenis light.”” 'This is the voice of Chrisi;
yet this “still small voice” pronounces great and
awful things, as did that which was heard by the
Prophet. It foretold a succession of calamitous
inflictions upon the Jewish nation, and upon the
world, until both should be destroyed for. their
unbelief and disobedience. But like that it
~speaks with confidence of a remnant who should



148

be left :=—‘“ he that endureth to the end shall
be saved : my sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me; and I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall never pe-
rish: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee the crown of life.”

We are now living under the dispensation of
the Spirit.  Since the ascension of . Christ, the
Holy Ghost has been the immediate governor
of the Church. And in his operations also a
distinction may be observed, not unlike that
which presented itself' to the mind of the Pro.-
phet. At his first descent, there came ‘a
rushing mighty wind,” ““cloven tongues asof fire”
rested on the Apostles, and they were enabled
to awaken the attention of the world by the ex-
ercise of miraculous powers. But these were te
be of transient duration; they were the works of
the Lord, but ‘“the Lord was not” in them:
they preceded ¢ the still small voice” with which
the Apostles, asinspired and directed by the
Spirit, communicated divine truth to their atten-
tive hearers. And is there not somewhat of the
same kind to be observed in the internal opera-
tions of the same Spirit? Are there not often
excited within us violent convictions, ‘rending
(as it were) the mountains, and breaking in pie-
ces the rocks before the Lord?”” Are there not
agitations and convulsions, overthrowing our
proud plans, changing the current o' our pur-
poses, and producing great alterations in the
whole face of our characters? Are there not
fires of holy indignation, and zeal, and revenge
against our sinful passions? Allthese are works
ef the Spirit of God, and prepare us to recetve
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his gracious influence; but yef “the Lord iz
not” in'them, as he is in ** the still smali voice™
which whispers to our understandings and our
‘consciences when we are brought to isgten with
nndisturbed attention, and are dvspmed without
resistance or hesitation, to obey and follow his
holy admonitions.

There are probably many Emprposition: of
divine justice and mercy vet io be expected in
the affairs of the Church and of the Wosld but
certainly one great proceeding remains, which
concludes he dispensations of the government
of God, as far as they have yet heen revealed :
—the judgment day. Then Christ will be seen
in all the glory of his power, and will certainly
come to ‘‘take vengeance on those who know
not {zod nor obey his Gospel.” Then will be
the wind—the earthquake—and the fire. Al
rocks and mountains will be reant and broken {2
<ust; the earth will reel tos and fro; the world
zigelf and all things therein will be the prey of
an universal conflagration.  All nations will be
zssembled before the Son of man; and his own
voice will-pronounce judgment—even ¢ everlast-
ing punishmem”——unon the incorrigibly wicked.
Vet thesc are not the things 10 which he delights;
Loy are necessary, and, with reference to theu‘
execiiion by dnfre power, “ God”iscalled ““a
~onsuming fire;” but still. if I may so speal,
*the Liovd isnot in them.” Hencewe {“nd that
&‘e Apo%ti?s, after the example of their divine

ier dwell not somuch on theseterrific scenes,
. hasten forwards to the final glories of the
rid 10 come. < Nevertheless,” they say, al-
ugh Ged be just, and vengeance must fall on
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the hend of the wicked, ““we, acm.nmg {o his
promise, lock for new heavens and a new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness”’—where « God
himsclf shall be 'with men, and there shall be ne
wore death, nor servow, nor evving; for the for-
mer things (will bave) passed away.”

I'n conclusion, let me request you to observe
whe are the persons that may expect to hear
““the sfill small voice.”” 'They are not the vain
and thoughtless children of the world, who fali
in with the prevailing customs and fash:on: of
their time,  consuit their present interests or
nleasures, and serve mammon instead of God.
They are not the people who, when arvested by
any striking event, become gerious, abandon their
idols, and adow: gnod principles for a day: but
~n the morrow return to their former course.

They are not even those, who outw ':”diy indeed
,.uhere to the Lord their God, speaking and aci-
‘ng in his name; but indulge urgodly tempers,
Enger, or envy, or revenge, of discontent. They
zre not those who still need to be alarmed or
suhdued by the displays of divine power and
vengeance. . Iiut they arc those servants of the
Lord, who calmly watch and patiently wait for
the manifestation of his will; who alfend to him
as he speaks by his providence, by Ens word and
mmﬁ{@rs, and by the whispers of L.is Spirit; and
who areready to go and to do, as !w thli be plea-
sed to direct them. 'These shall understand the
way of the Lord, and find the knewle dge of God:;
these shall knoew and enjoy his goodness; (o
them he sball revesal h,mself more and more,
antil, having walked and h eid }*appv corverse
with God here below, they shall be sdmitted to
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his unclouded presence above, ‘“sec him as he
is, and know as they are known.”

Let us then, my Brethren, if we would be
partakers of such blessed privileges, cultivate
continnally such a disposition. Let us, in the
first place, resolutely forsake the sins and follies
of the world, and say in our hearts, < The Lord
—he is the God; the Lord he is the God !”* Let
us, in the next place, restrain and suppress every
turbulent and unruly passion, that we may pay
a due attention to ¢ the still small voice” of the
Lord. Letus, like Elijah, have our solemn
seasons for ‘ wrapping the face in the mantle,
and going out and standing in the entering of
the cave’’—excluding from.our view all earthly
objects, leaving our secular cares, and commun-
ing singly with our own hearts and with our
God. And, after the Prophet’s example, let us
directly and fully perform the commandments
of the Lord; placing a firm and entire trust in
his falthfulness, love and power; and unchange-
ably assured that, in going the way and doing
the will of God, he will ¢deliver us from every
evil work, and preserve us to his heavenly
kmgdom.”



THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

PSALM XLIV. 1.

We have leard wilh our ears, O God, our fathers have told us
what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old.

~ It is the great characteristic of a religious
man, according to the oldest and most venerable
of historians, that he ‘< walks with Ged.”
Wherever such a man goes, he feels himself in
the presence of the Being who crecated, sustains
and governs the world : that awful Being he
considers it his duty to bear continually in mind,
and regard all things with reference to him.
Nor merely in the system and ccurse of nature
does the religious character perceive and adore
the Deity : herecognises also the intervention
of the Most High in the affairs of men; of pri-
vate individuals, and of collective bhodies. In
no respect are the sacred writers of Israel more
remarkably distinguished, than for their con-
stant acknowledgments of the Supreme Being
as the God of their nation : the history of that
pation, as narrated by them, is a history of Di-
vine Providence. Jehovah is represented as
their creator and father; their guide, protector
and deliverer; their lawgiver and king: their
prophet, priest and judge. Him they celebrate
in all their national poetry ; his perfections they
glorify ; in his presence they rejoice as the source
of all their enjoyments; his absence they mourn
as the cause of all their sufferings. And was
this adorable Being the God of Israel alone?
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In a peculiar sense h2 was; but their own in-
spired Prophets have taught us, even every na-
tion under heaven, to regard him also as eur
God. ¢ Have we not,’

. ey

. we may enquire in the
words of a member of that holy company, ‘ one
father, and hath not ene God created us?” And

in the words of another we may reply, nayin those
of the Almighty himself to that peculiar people,
© Thy redeemer, the Floly One of Israel, the
Geod of the whole earth shall he be called.”

Of ai! the nations among which the globe has
been divided in medern times, none surely has
greater reason to look up to Ged with reverence
and gratitude, than thet which constitutes the
head of the British empire.  And in addressing
a conzregation of the established Church of
HEngland, T shall scarcely be thought to act an
mvidicus and unbecoming pars, if 1 take a view
of the history o! our country as illustrative of
the wisdom and goodness of Providence; and
remind my fellow covnteymen, as the pious and
patriotic Psalmist reminded the people of Israel,
that «« We have heard with cur ears, and our
fathers have told us, what thou, O God, didst in
their days, in the times of old ”

The origin of ancicnt nations, except those of
whicl sacred history treats, is lost in obscurity;
nor have we any authentic account of the people
who inhabited Albion before the invasion of
Julius Cwsar. Certain however it is, that in
days of very remote antiquity a race of men ca-
pable of forming great designs, and of carrying
those designs into effect, must have been planted
in the island by Him, who ¢ separated the
sons of Adam, and divided to the naticns their
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ipheritance,” Of those men, and of their mighty
undertakings, SToNEHENGE remains the monu-
ment and emblem. 1In the midst of an immense
plain, where to this day the plonghshare hath
rarely broken the glebe, the traveller surveys
with astonishment and admiration stones of al-
most incredible magnitude, some fallen on the
ground, others still standing in their places,
which could never have been moved without
mighty force, directed by a mechanical know-
ledge hardly to beimagined of a barbarous age.
These are the relics of vast circles and ovals,
which in all probability once formed the metro-
politan temple. By means of which no certain
idea can now be formed, these huge blocks of
stone were raised out of distant quarries, con-
veyed to their present site, hewn with the instru-
ments of the mason, and some fixed upright as
pillars on the ground, on whose heads others,
like predigious architraves, were accurately
mortised. Examining these gigantic remains of
the ancient inhabitants of our couniry, with a
collection in my hand of all that historians and
antiquaries have said concerning them, I cannot’
describe my feelings when I found the earliest of
all these writers totally uninformed on the sub-
ject of their origin :—the very age of the world
when Stonehenge was built, and the name of the
people who built it, were unknown alike to’
Norman, Saxon and Roman records.

It appears however (rom the observations and
experience of Casar and other Roman com-
manders, who, with all the advantages of supe-
rior discipline, and the long tried valour and
conduct of legions which conquered the world,

v
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hardly succceded in effecting the subjugation
of Britain, that our aboriginal ancestors were
men of no ordinary cast. ‘* At Cesar’s coming
hither,”says our Milten, great in British history,
as well as in heroic poetry. ¢ such, likeliest,
were the Britons, as the writers of those times
and their own actions represent them; incou-
rage, and warlike readiness to take advantage
by ambush or sudden onset, NOT INFERIOR TO
e Romansg, Nor Cassiseran 1o Crsar;
in weapons, arms, and the skill of encamping,
embattling and fortifying (alone) overmatched.”
*“ Their dealing,” says Diodorus, the Greekwri-
ter of ancient Sicily, “was plain and simple
without fraad.” And so striking was the mag-
nanimity of their prince Caractacus, when mis-
fortune had betrayed him into the hands of the
Romans, that the Emperor Claudius felt it im.
possible to keep so generous a spirit in chains.

But it 1s especially to be observed that even
in those times the island was celebrated for its
religion; areligion which, whatever might beits
faults, was certainly of a sublime and ennobling
character. Amidst their groves of enduring oak
the Britons were taught by their Druids to as-
pire after smmortal honors; and such was the
reputation of these priests, that Britain, as we
are assured by Cwsar, became the fountain and
school of Druidical learning.

The causes from which our forefathers, in their
state of comparative barbarism, attained to such
honorable distinction, it is not easy to discover.
Something might probably be due to a temperate
climate; somethingto asoil worthy of cultivation,
but at the same time requiring it; something to
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an insulat situation, which threw the inhabitants
on their own resouices, while it excited them to
exploration and enterprise; and something to
the bold and hardy spirits of the first settlers
from the neighbouring coasts. After all howe-
~ver itisevident,that theremust iave arisen among
those cHILBPREN oF GoMmERr (for that is their
true and original name, preserved to this day in
Cumberland and Cambria, and by which their
descendants in Wales have always distinguished
themselves and their language) men of uncom-
mon talents, by whom the minds of the rest were
formed to achievements surpassing those of their
continental brethren. And to what shall we at-
tribute the rise of these men,—these spirits of
@therial temper, the Merlins, the Arthurs, and
Ambroses of ancient fable and legend,—but to
the favouring Providence, which even then des-
tined our country to be pre-eminent among the
nations of the earth?

But the mere fact of the gradual subjugation
of Dritain by the Romans may be allowed to
prove that there were faults in the aboriginal
inhabitants, which required the correcting aids
of civilization. For this purpose therefore, we
may presume, it pleased God to permit that sub-
jugation; and Britain continued under the do-
minion of the Roman Emperors, until she had
derived all the benefit which such a ccnnexion
was capable of conferring. During that period
the Britons learned the aris of internal commu-
nication, fortification and civil architecture; te
the present day the great roads may be traced
by which the Romans traversed the country in
_all directions, the principal cities bear names
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derived from legions once encamped within their
walls, and the remains of procousular villas in-
dicate how well the conquerors instructed their
subjects in the comforts and elegancies of do-
mestic life. Numerous, without doubt, must
have been the advantages attendant on the resi-
dence of governors such as Agricora; who,
we are informed by his son-in-law and biogri-
pher, Tacitus, after having reduced the southern
part of theisland to tranquil submission, eni-
ployed the happy season of peace ‘‘in the most
zalutary designs;” teaching and promoting, like
a common father, the institutions and customs
of civil lite. ¢'The inhabitants, rude and scat-
tered, and so prone to war, he privately persuad-
ed and publicly assisted to build houses, temples,
and places of public assembly; and by praising
the active and reproving the sloggish, he sub-
stituted for necessity an honourable emulation.
Moreover he caused the young nobility to be
educated in liberal arts; and by preferring the
native genius of Britain before the studied ac-
quirements of Gaul, induced them to cultivate
Roman eloquence, whereas they had previously
held the language in abhorrence.”

One benefit however there was, far surpassing
sll other advantages, for the commurication of
which to Britain the arms, the arts and science
of Rome were God’s providential preparation :
I mean, the mtroduction of THE CHRISTIAN
Reviecron. For while Britain continued sub-
ject to Rome, Christianity prevailed even in the
Roman camp. And, whatever authority might
belong to the British Lles or Lucius, by his
countrymen called Lleufor Mazwr, or the Great
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Light, whom anéient chronicles represent to
have first given a national establishment to that
divine religion, which his ancestor, Bran, the
father of Caractacus had brought with him from
Rome;—certain it is that Constantine, the first
Christian Emperor, was in Britain invested with
the imperial purple. Under him the British
Church naturally enjoyed peculiar protection
and favor, and Christianity appears to have been
propagated throughout all the Roman Provinces
in Britain. Hence we find three British Pre-
lates, Ivor of York, Restitutus of L.ondon, and
Adelphius of Caerleon, attending the Synod of
Arles, which Constantine convened in the year
of oar Lord 314. 'The great Council of Nice,
11 the year 325, was also attended by Bishops
from Britain; as again was the Council of Ri-
minl in the year 359.

Nor were the Christians of Britain undistin-
guished amidst the newly converted world. They
discovered on several occasions a commendable
regard for the truth and purity of their faith, and
much of the genuine spirit of the Gospel. Ina
letter to Athanasius and the Alexandrian Bi-
shops they declared their approbation of the
Nicene creed, and afterwards made vigilant ex-
ertions to preserve their Church from the novel
doctrine of Pelagivs. We may justly admire
their superiority to worldly lucre, when they re-
fused a‘maintenance which Constantius had of-
fered their Bishops, desiring to support their in-
dependence of any foreign power. The ancient
T'riads pronounce ¢ Dewi, Padarn and Teilo,
the Blessed Guests of Dritain, because they
visited the houses of rich and poar, native and
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foreign, accepting neither money, meat, nor
drink, but teaching the Christian faith withcut
fee or reward;—on the contrary, distributing
money, food and clothing to the poor.” 'The
same venerable memorials reckon Cadwalader
the last of ““the Three Blessed Kings, because
he granted the privilege of his land, and all his
property, to the faithful, who fled from the un-
believing Saxons, and from the unbrotherly ones,
who sought to slay them.” .
Civilization however does not maintain the
standard of morals; and the religion of the Holy
Jesus, although generally embraced by the Bri-
tons under the auspices of the Roman eagles,
was not sufliciently established to preserve them
from the vices which ruined Rome itself. De-
bilitated by luxury and sloth, and lacerated by
civil discord, Britain, when abandoned by the
Roman legions, felt itself incapable of defence
against barbarous invaders. However biiterly
therefore we may deplore the miseries and deso-
lation spread over the land at the first introduc-
tion of the Saxons; we cannot but acknowledge
that the lively, active, resolute and undaunted
spirit of such a people was required to raise to
high pre-eminence the future character of Eng-
land. 'The testimony of Gildas, the authentic
British historian, who lived at Bath in the mid-
dle of the sixth century, and describes the scenes
which had immediately surrounded him, leaves
no doubt of the too general corruption of the
Britons. The memorable remark of the Great
Gregory, that the youthful Angli, whom he saw
at Rome, would be most fit to join the hallela-
jahs of the JAngelic choir, affords a goad idea of
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the personal superiority of the Anglo-Saxons;
and the form of Christianity, which in conse-
quence of that observation they received from
the ancient capital of Christendom, must be ac-
knowledged to have possessed advantages over
the pure, but comparatively unsystematic prin-
cipies previously disseminated in theland. The
mode of their conversion, as represented by the
venerable Bede and other most ancient writers,
is truly worthy of recital; showing, asit does,
the candid and honest disposition of our English
forefathers even in their heathen dayvs, and illus-
trating the wisdom and goodness of Ged in es-
tablishing e Cruzcn or ExeLanp on solid
and durable fovandations,

In the feurth vear of his succession to the
Papal seat (says the learned and picus Nor-
thumbrian Monk; thatis, in the year of our
Lord 596,) Gregory, admomnished by divine in-
stinct, sent Augustine, whom he had designed
for Bishop of the English nation, accompanied
by other zealous Monks, to preach to them the
Gospel. The Abbot (fur such was Augustine
appointed over the rest,) and his associates arriv-
ed safely at the isle of Thanct, in number about
forty, besides some of the French nation whom
they brought with them asinterpreters. KEthel-
bert, the Saxon king of Kent, to whom Augus-
tine sent a new and wondrous message, stating
that he had come from Rome to proffer heaven
and eternal happiness by the knowledge of ano-
ther God than the Saxons knew, directed them
to remain where they had landed, and to be fur-
nished with necessaries, while he should consult
on what was fit to be done. After some days
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coming himselfintothe island, Ethelberiselected
a place of conference under the open sky. They
on the other side, when invited to his presence,
advancing for their standard asilver cress and a
graphic representation of our Saviour, came
slowly forward, singing solemn litanies; ’till
sitting down at the king’s desire, they preached
to him, and all in that assembly, the tidings of
salvation. Whom having heard attentively, the
King thus replied : ¢ Fair indeed and ample are
the promises you bring, and such things as pre-
sent the appearance of much good; yet, since
they are mnew and uncertain, I cannot hastily
give my assent, quitting the religion which,
from my ancestors, with all the English, I have
for so many years retained, Nevertheless, be-
cause you are sirangers, and have undertaken
so long a journey, to impart to us the knowledge
of things, which I am persuaded you believe to
be the truest and the best, you may be assured
we will not repay you with any molestation, but
rather provide you the most friendly entertain-
ment in our pewer: nor do we forbid you,
whomsoever you can by preaching, to gain to.
your belief.” He accordingly assigned them a
residence in Canterbury, his chief city; and
made provision for their maintenance, with free
permission to preach their doctrine wherever
they thought proper. By which, and by the
example of their holy life, a life spent in prayer,
fasting, and continual labour in the conversion
of souls, they gained many; on whose bounty
and. that of the king, receiving what was neces-
sary only, they subsisted. There stood withont
the city an ancient Church, built in konor of St.
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Martin while the Romans remained in the coun-
try; in which Bertha the queen (for she, we are
informed, being the French king’s daughter, bad
been a Christian before her marriage,) usually
went out to pray. IHere also the Roman mis-
sionaries began to preach, baptize and openly
perform divine worship. But when the king
himself, convinced by their good life and mira-
cles (says the ancient historian) became a Chris-
tian and was baptized, which happened within
a year of their arrival, then multitudes daily,
conforming tothe example of their prince, thought
it an honor to be rechoned among those of his
faith ;—ten thousand, we are told, were baptized
in the single year 580. 'To whom Ethelbert
indeed principally showed his favor, but com-
pelled none; for so, the Saxon divine assures
us, had he been taught by them who were both
the instructors and authors of his faith, that the
Christian religion must be voluntarily embraced,
not professed by compulsion. At length Au-
gustine, being advanced to the dignity of Arch-
bishop of the English, recovered from its ruins
and profane uses a Christian church in Can-
terbury, built of old by the Romans, which he
dedicated by the name of Christ’s Church; and
adjoining it he founded a seat for himself and
his successors: a monastery also on the east
side of the city, where Ethelbert at his instiga-
tion built St. Peter’s, and enriched it with great
endowments, to be a place of burial as well for
the archbishops as the kings of Kent. The
number of Christians began now to increase so
fast, that Augustine, ordaining two of his as-
sistants, Mellitus and Justus, as subordinate
7
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bishops, sent them out to the work of their mi-
nistry. And Mellitus by preaching converted
the east Saxons, over whom Sebert, the nephew
of Ethelbert, by that powerful monarch’s per-
snission then reigned; whose conversion to con-
gratulate, Ethelbert founded the great church
of St. Paul in London to be their bishop’s ca-
thedral; the same Mellitus having the satisfac-
tion but a few years after of consecrating St.
Peter’s church and abbey at Westminster,
founded by the piety and zeal of his moro im-
mediate sovereign Sebert.  Justus also had his
cathedral founded at Rochester; and this, as
well as St. Paul’s, was cndowed by Ethelbert
with fair possessions.

Thus, according to the most authentic testi-
mony, was the Church of England happily es-
tablished on the mouldering ruins of its British
predecessor. So honorable to all the parties
concerned, so perfectly agreeable to reason and
nature, was the origin of that religious esta.
blishment; which, patronized by successive dy-
nasties, cordially embraced by Saxons, Danes
and Normans, justly receiving temporal support
in grateful return for the spirttual good which
it was found to communicate, and improving in
knowledge, purity and utility, with the progress
of the national mind, survives the changes of
more than twelve hundred years, and has now
its bishops and cathedrals on the banks of the
St. Lawrence and the Ganges.

But to the Saxons our country is indebted for
other great and lasting benefits. The free in.
stitutions to which they had been accustomed in
their native wilds, their Synoths and Wittena-
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gemoles, or conferences of wise men, were the
original source of our Iinglish Parliaments.
"Tho same Ethelbert, who {irst established Chris-
tianity among therm, is recorded to have given
laws and statutes, after the example of Roman
Y mperors, writien with the advice of his sagest
councitlors, and in the fEnglish tongue. These
laws, improved by Ina, enlarged by Alfred, and
collected into a systematic code by Edward the
Confessor, form 1in their substance the Common
Law of England, on which all our subsequent
legislation is founded. Literature also found its
best patrens among the Anglo-Saxon kings.
To them England owes her first schools for li-
beral education; Sigebert, king of the East An-
gles, having laid the foundation of the Univer-
sity of Cambridge; while Oxford justly glories
in her founder—the truly learned, wise, pious,
brave and good—the incomparable and almost
perfect Alfred.

The Danish invasions and the Norman con-
quest, were little more than the predominance of’
active and valiant divisions of the same people,
over those who had become comparatively dis-
solute and enfeebled. The former had at least
the good effect of producing a national union
and reformation, with all the beunefits which
England derived from the government of Alfred.
The latter, miserable as was the oppressicn un-
der which our Saxon forefathers groaned for a
time, added what was wanting of solidity, dig-
nity and grace to the English Constitution. To
the noble Barons, whom the Norman princes
called and treated as their Peers, we are indebt-
ed for the GreaT CHARTER, by which the rights
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and liberties of Englishmen were conseecrated
for all succeeding ages. To the wise policy of
those princes themselves we must attribute the
privileges of our shires, cities and boroughs,
from which resulted in course of time the Elouse
of the Commons of England. To them, and the
spirit of princely magnificence which they dif-
fused, are due the castles, towers und palaces,
the cathedrals and parochial churches; where
strength and beautly, majesty and elegance, are
still seen combined in admirable harmony. From
them originated that extracrdinary union of va-
four with humanity, which mitigated the horrors
of war, while it raised the English hero to an
unexampled height of glory.

Of the great and happy effects produced by
these and such like means, it is not necessary
to speak at length. DNot only have ¢ we heard
with our ears, and our fathers have told us,”” but
the whole world is well aware, what English-
men have been in fields of battle and in courts
of justice; in public council and under the do-
mestic roof; in the varicus pursuits of industry,
art and science; in the noble speculations of a
sublime philosophy, and the nobler aspirations of
a holy faith; andin all the virtues which bless.
and adorn a people.

In these latter days the effects are most ex-
tensively seen and felt, Defects and errors
there are and will be in all which belongs to
man. But, under the continued blessihg of
that benign Providence which we are bound
most devoutly to acknowiedge, our nation has
advanced and improved on the deeds and the
character of its days of old. Tur REeror-
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matTioN of the national religion by the happy
agreement of the civil and ecclesiastical autho-
rities, and its final settlement on a basis of faith
and order, with an unrestrained liberiy of con.
science and of worship; the consolidation of the
Constitution by the £ill of Rights, and othev
measures for the security of personal freedom
and the equal protection of the laws; the peace-
ful union of the sister kingdoms of Scotland
and Ireland, productive as it is (notwithstanding
peculiar difiicultics in the cendition of the lat-
ter, which time and patience alone can disem-
barrass,) of mutual strength and prosperity; the
display of British spirit and energy at home and
abroad, by land and by sea; the diligent culti-
vation of all the resources of the natien, and the
undaunted defence of its independence against
the most fearful and deadly hLostilities; the won-
derful extension of the British name and influ-
ence by colonies and commerce, portending I
know not what kind of empire over the remotest
regions of the globe; and the anxtous destreand
persevering endeavours of our countrymen to
communicate to <“all the families of the earth”
their own blessings—equal liberties and rights,
impartial laws, the comforts and enjoyments
which are the fruits of knowledge and virtue in
this life, and the animating and consoling hopes
of a better through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ :—these are, all and every one, so many
consequences of God’s ancient providence over
the distinguished nation to which it is our high
privilege to belong—so many evidences and ma-
nifestations of ‘‘what He hath done in the days
of our fathers, in the times of old.”
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What then remains, but that the inheritors of
such recollections should adore with grateful
devotion the God of their fathers, and call upon
their souls to fulfil the duties of the station in
which his providence has been pleased to place
them? RReflecting on those who have been be-
fore us—the Briton, the Roman, the Saxon,
Dane and Norman, the wise and great and good
of those successive races blended intoone natien,
—¢ what manner of persons ought we to be!”
QOur care it should unquestionably be, to derive
all the bencfit which the exrmple of our prede-
cessors is calculated to aford; to shun the vices
which we may find occasion to deplore, and imi-
tate the virtues for swhich posterity holds them
in honor. And here we cannot hesitate; be-
cause our reason, when it looks at characiers
from a distance, adopts the same general stand-
arid of morals. Can we doubt that the men, who
have i1 any age most centributed to the welfare
of cur country, were the most devout, the most
faithful, the most just and benevolent; and that,
as far as any have failed in such qualities, they
have failed to contribute to their country’s good?

Bat a review of the history of England con-
veys more peculiar instruction. Not without a
divine providence ‘“ have we heard (it) with our
ears, and our fathers have told us.” In other’
words, the distinguishing and proper character

- of a people is derived from hereditary associa-
tions. It is natural therefore, it is right, it is
agreeable to the mind and will of God, that an
Iinglishman should feel an especial interest in
things for which his country has been remark-

- able. And, among many other things, which are
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thus associated with our nature, I conceive it
impossible not to feel, that a King “the Vicar of
Chirist,””—as our princes of cvery race were de.
signated from the establishment of Christianity
to the Norman conquest, for which ¢ Defender
of the Taith” and «Supreme Head of the
Church of England” have not unaptly been
substituted since the Reformation: a national
Church underEpiscopal government—whichhas
existed 1n the island for vpwards of fiftcen cen-
turies, even as long as Christianity itself; and
a Parliament—comprising, to use the language
of Ina in the first enactment of hisreign, < the
adviccand consent of ali the Bishops and Chiefs,
and the Wise men and People of the whole
kingdom ;' —are our peculiar beritage. Other
institutions may have been better adapted to
other nations; we inay even admit, as the judi-
cious and candid Hooker did with respect to the
reconstruction of the Church of Geneva, that
social arrangements on a very different plan may
have been the ¢ wisest devices, if we duly con-
sider what the present state”” of another country
might ‘‘require.” But our duty and cur hap-
piness it surely is, to adhere, with all the vene-
ration and attachment which long prescription
inspires and justifies, to the ancient Constitution
of England; the great objects and obligations
of which cannot perhaps be more justly express-
ed, than in the language of our Danish sovercign
Canute :—* F1rsT, ABOVE ALL THINGS TO
LoveE ONE GoD, AND MAINTAIN oNE CHRIs-
TIAN FAITH UNANIMOUSLY; TO LGVE AND HO-
NOR THE ISING; AND TO STUDY ALWAYS, BY
EVERY MEANS, HOW TO ADVANCE THE NATIO-
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NAL WELFARE, AND HOW TO EXALT THE TRUE
CrristiaN Farru.”

Great cause indeed, the greatest cause, we
bave for humble gratitude to the God of our
Fathers, that ¢« the true Christian faith”” has
been so firmly established in our country. .But
proportionably great is our responsibility to that
divine providence, which has given us so ex-
alted a rule of ‘life. And well does it deserve
our serious consideration, what account we shall
be prepared to give, not merely in the trials
which nations and individuals vndergo in this
world, but at that bar of < the Judge of all the
earth,” where Britons, Saxons, Danes, who
perhaps once perished for their sins, shall ¢ rise
up and condemn” the unfaithful and unprofitable
of a far more enlightened and highly favoured
generation.
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