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PREFACE. 

THE fcllowing Sermons ate selected out of many, which the 
Author has found occasion, in a Missionary capacity, to address to 
several Congregations, divided by vast tracts of unoccupied forest, 
in the Province of New Brunswick. They are committed to the 
Press, to serve for memorials oC certain views oCreligion, which he 
regards of primary importance, as well to thoae who may have 
heard them preached, as to others to whom they could Dot be orally 
delivered. The attentive reader will probably observe that, al
though incomplete oC themselves, they form in 60me measure a 
coogrqous series, for which it might not be difficult to assign ap
propriate places in a regular system. 

That system the Author docs not undertake to denominate, be" 
cause he is not aware that it has yet obtained its proper name in 
the world. The deeply-thinking Dr. Jeffery, once Archde:lCon of 
Norwicb, concludes his original Discourse, on "the differ~nt 
Schemes of Christ~8nity" which have prevailed in different ages, 
with the hope, that" the ne::t period" would witness" the rcsto
ration of the simplicity of Christianity;" that" that which was 
taken away, mIght be restored; that ,,,hich Vias added, r~moved ; 
and that which was cbang~d, renewed: and so Christianily be 
made standard again, that is, truly and entirely divine and evan
gelical." The Author rejoices in the numb3: of enlightened ~nd 
be:J~vol"nt divii1es, whose sermons and writings have contribuled 
to verify the anticipation. And happy would he feel himself in in
dulging the humble hope, that any exertions on his own part might 
wnd to prepare the minds of the smallest portion of his countryme.n 
for the reign of pure truth and goodness, which will assuredly" 1B 

the fulness oj times" pr~vail. 



'The Province, in which these Sermons have been preached, 
contains at present but a scanty and scattered population. Thill 
population consists however of active and enterpri3ing settlers, 
whose number is fast increasing; and the peculiar capabilities and 
advantages of the country justify the expectation, that New Bruns
wick will eventuallvoccupy no unimportant station among the 
British Colonies in !Ilorth America. With high satisfaction there
fore the Auth<'Jr refers to the endeavours of His Majesty's Govern
ment, and the Provincial Legislature and Authorities, to extend 
to all ranks and collections of the inhabitants the ben~fits of a liberal 
education; provision having been made for a sufficient number of 
Schools in every Parish, a superior Academy in each County, and 
an University on the English model at the Provincial Capital. 

That these wise and beneficial measures !Day be followed by an 
adequate religious establishment, properly adapted to the condition 
and circumstances of the people, and sccuring due p3storal care 
for thIS part of the flock of Christ j is the most patriotic prayer, 
which :he Author's observations and reflection have taught him to 
offer for those among whom his lot is cast. Unfeignedly es
teeming every upright Christian, and regarding with honor the 
voluntary efforts of individuals and societies to diffuse what they 
conceivll to be divine truth, he must yet avow his decided convic. 
tion, that a well·constituted national religion is essential to national 
happiness. Wilhout this-without THE; STANDARD OF THE CRUSS 
erected and maintained, the incomparahle ble8sings of the British 
ConstitutIOn can be but imperfectly enjoyed or appreciated; edu
cation, with a free press, will be productive of interminable discord 
and contention j and, although the powerful arm at public justice 
may [or a time repress external violence, the spiritual and moral 
state of the neglected distflct will too sadly illustrate the misery (>f 
that error, which, in leaving the unguided mind to iuvent or choose 
its own religion, disregards the admonitions of all history, and con
tradicts the principle!> of every divine institution. 

KING'S COLLEGE, FREDERICTON, 
JA~UARY 1, 1835. 
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THE 

HAPPINESS OF RELIG~QNo 
PSALM XXXVI. 7, S, 9. 

How excellent is thy loving kindness, 0 God! thel'efol'e the chil
dren of men put theil' It'ust under the shadow of thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; 
and thou shalt make them drink of lherivej' of lhy pleasures. 
Fol' with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we 
see light. 

THERE is one thing which aU men in the world 
are cons'nntly desiring and endeavouring to ob
tain; I,ean happiness, pure, and undisturbed 
enjoyme!:" the peace and satisfaction of the soul. 
But hUITlln life is full of disappointment and 
misery, becanse most men mistake their way; 
they know not where the inestimable treasure 
may be found. For the pleasures of sense, in
crease of substance, "the pride of life" -the 
common objects of pursuit all ovm' the earth, al
though they may in some measm'e gratify for a 
time, can neVel' fill and permanently satisfy the 
soul of man. The experience of all nations ac-
1mowledges that something higher and greater is 
necessary-something rising above the earth, 
and extending beyond the present life. And 
therefore all-the enquiring and considerate in 
all nations-have sought the favor of a superior 
power, and the prospect of a future state. Re
ligion, the knowledge of God and the assured, 
hope of his eternal blessings, is the "One thing 
needfltl;" this, and this alone can make us truly 
and lastingly happy. 



The Royal Psalmist had the brightest concep
tions and the richest experience of the excellence 
of Religion. I will attempt to point out to you 
how it deserves the glorious eulogy which he be
stows upon it in the passage before us. 

1. Religion therefore, tme Religion, that 
whICh we learn from our holy books, is incom
parably excellent, because it reveals to us the 
goodness of God. 

The goodness of God is in some sense known 
to .a11 men, because it is a matter of universal 
experience. The world abounds with the bounty 
of its maker. He" presel·veth man and beast ;" 
affording in general to all his living creatures 
nourishment and support, and making their live~ 
for the most part easy and pleasant. For al
though some are exposed to much want and suffer
ing. and none are entirely exempt from them, 
still on the whole it surely must be acknowledged 
that the balance is greatly in favor of enjoyment. 

To us also, who are accountable creatures, 
the kindness and mercy of God are manifestly 
displayed. Very many of the bounties of Pro
vidence are indiscriminate, and consequently 
communicated to multitudes ,vilo are far from de
serving them. He "causes his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just 
and on the unjust." In innumerable instances 
also the criminal feel his forbearance :-he 
.f giveth to all men liberally and 'Hpbraideth not," 
although multitudes shew little gratitude for his 
goodness, little regard to his wiII. 

But notwithstanding all these evidences of 
God's goodness, much greater in amount than 
we are often disposed to esteem them, there cer-
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tainly is a vast and strallge amount of evil in the 
world; much of which does not appeal' like the 
punishment at' immediate guilt, and therefore can
not be at once assigned to the just judgment of 
its ruler. Pain and death in every variety of 
form befal "man and heast;" and, as far as we 
can discern, the infliction is very rarely propor
tioned to the particular desert of the sufferer. 
And hero the light of nature fails; our reason 
knows not how t9 reconcile such things with the 
goodness of God. Reflecting men in every age 
have staggered at the difficulty, and were never 
able fairly to solve it. Some have conceived that 
the world was in a gre<:lt measure left to chance; 
'Others have imagined the eternal existence of an 
evil power, constantly counteracting the benevo
lent designs of the good; others have concluded 
that this part of tIte world must have been the 
work of powers inferior to the Almighty. 

Our Religion reveals a God ~f pe1fect good
lless; and, jf it does not dispel all "the clouds 
and darkness" that surround him, gives us suffi
cient assurance that "righteousness and judg
ment are the foundation of his throne." It tell~ 
us that God in the beginning made all thing~ 
good and happy; that when mankind had fallen 
into sin, he subjected them to labour, sorrow and 
death; nevertheless, that "he left not himself 
without witness," doing good to alI- men, and 
keeping up a constant remembrance of his name 
in the world; that "in every nation the man that 
feareth him and worketh righteousness is accept
ed with him;" that "he will make all things 
worklogether for good to them that love him;" 
that he is "merci.ful and gracious, forgiving in .. 
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iquity and transgrpssion and sin ;"-tl1at he hath 
so loved the world as to give it a Saviour-in 
whom whosoever believes shall have eternal life; 
that "lie hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness;" and that 
"the creatu1"e (or creation) shaH be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glol'ious 
liberty of the children of God." 

These great truths give comfort and confidence 
to the soul. Amidst all the trials of our mortal 
state they encourage us to say, "How excellent 
is thy loving kindness, 0 God! therefore the 
children oj men"-all the inhabitants of the 
world who have become acquainted with thy 
character-" put their trust under the shadow of 
thy wmgs." 

For, if we cannot yet account fi))" the evil that 
has been suffered to enter and ovel'spread the 
world, we are at least assured that it has but a 
partial and a temporary permission; that provi. 
sion is made for its mitigation now, and its entire 
extinction hereafter; that at present, under God's 
gracious providence, it actually tends to the 
welfare of the pious sufferer, and at the last will 
be altogether absorbed in the glorious deliver
ance which is the final purpose of the Almighty. 

2 .. Such is the confidence inspired by the ge
"neral truths which our Religion reveals. But 
itbas peculiar and more intimate delights for its 
"disciples. " They," says the Psalmist, "shall 
be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house, and thou shalt make them dl'ink of the 
river "of thy pleasures." He speaks, I conceive, 
of :~~~ hI~ssednes~ which th~y ~art~ke who;give 
(h~ms~Ives up to God, trustmg III Ius goodness, 
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and placing themselves unreservedly under his 
protection. These are no longer merely "the 
children of men ,." they become God's own chil
dren, and are admitted to the blessings of his 
household and family. 

The Psalmist may be. understood to allude, if 
he does not directly refer, to the Tabernacle or 
'femple which was God's house in Israel, and to 
the stream of Siloam, an unfailing spring of pure 
and sweet water, which flowed by Mount Zion. 
But his language is figurative, and is intended 
to describe those spiritual enjoyments which 
God provides for his servants and worshippers. 
We, who belong to the Christian Church, may 
fitly apply it to the benefits which we ~erive from 
the establishment of that Church in the world. 
For here-wherever the Church of Christ is es
tablished-we have God dwelling amongst us, 
like a bountiful and affectionate father of a fa
mily. This is the peculiar view which, as mem
bers of the Christian Church, we are taught and 
encouraged to take. " Our Heavenly Father" 
is the title by which we especially address the 
most High. We are assured that he regards us 
as a father does his children; that he watches 
over us with paternal love and care; protects us 
from evil, or turns it into good; is above all things 
desirous of our improvement and welfare; and 
omits nothing which would be properly condu
cive to our happiness. 

Being authorized to call God by the end-ear
ing name of Father, we feel ourselves brought 
into a state of near _relation and intercourse with 
him. We do not look upon him as a stranger 
and afar off; but we feel his presence, address 
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him as if he were at hand, and entertain no douht 
that he is really so, and hears and attends to aU 
that we say. 

Nor does our Heavenly Father leave us des
titute of especial proofs of his presence and re
gard. " They are abundantly satisfied with the 
fatness of his house." This, says a pious com
mentator, is "the benefit of holy ordinanc.es, 
sweet to a sanctified soul, and strengthening to 
the spiritual and divine life:- they desire nothing 
more in this world, than to Jive a life of commu
nion with God, and to have the comfort of the 
promises."-""Ve may pursue the allusion to the 
Temple. Sacrifices were there continually of
fered, of wbich the offerers themselves partook; 
and surely they must have received that 100d with 
especial satisfaction, which was itself the appoint
ed token of reconciliation and friendship with 
God. ~Ve commemorate the sacrifice of Christ 
-we pre~ent ourselves a living sacrifice-we 
offer up the spiritual sacrifices of thanksgiving 
and praise; and we receive abundant returns: 
we feed upon the Eucharist- we enjoy the consci
ousness of peace with God through the allsuf
ficient atonement-we find it strengtheniniand 
refreshing to the soul ;-we experience the un
speakable delight of God's favor and acceptance; 
and our" p1'ayersretltrn in, to our bosoms" in the 
shape of blessings, encouragements and conso
lations. The joys of God's servants are pure, 
lively and reviving. They "drink of the river 
of divine pleasures." Surely the Psalmist 
speaks of the influences of the Holy Spirit, the 
subject of so many promises, and the peculiar 
blessing and glory of the Church. These koop 
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the soul alive; these give ll~ an appetite and taste 
for holy enjoyments; these communicate a joy 
and a peace which (as it has been well remarkeo) 
" heing purely spiritual, are of the same nature 
with the pleasures of the glorious inhabitants of 
the upper ,vorId, and bear some analogy even to 
t_he delights of the eternal mind." 

3. For let us not suppose that the GosVel is 
a dead letter, or "the Church of the JL.iving 
God" unblessed with manifestations of his love. 
"With him," as the Psalmist confirms his as
surance, "is the well of life, and in his light shall 
we seelight.~' 

God, the fountain and source of all life, can 
communicate spiritual life-boly thought, hea
venly desire, good intentions anu determinations 
-" to whom he will;" and he will surely thus 
enliven all who devoutly repair to him for that 
"living water." None, who approach him with 
sincere and earnest supplication, will he "send 
empty away." The Holy Spirit is pr-omised as 
the never failing "Comforter" of his faithful 
servants, and is doubtless ever ready to hold com
munion with their souls. It may be that his ani. 
mating communications are not distinctly discern
ible; just as the warmth which we derive from tbe 
sun is not to be distinguished from that which 
we already possessed in our own bodies: but as 
certainly as the sun sustains natural life, dots 
the Holy Spirit invigorate and maintain the life 
of the soul. 

"And in his light shall we see light." Light 
is the scriptural image for knowledge,-especial
ly that knowledge which produces wisdom and 
wirtue, and is attended by joy. The Psalmist 
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seems therefore to mean that, when God reveals 
himself to men, they become wise and good and 
happy. Such is the express design of divine re
velation; and when this light is accompanied by 
life-when the truths of God's word are cal"ried 
home to the heart by the influence of his Holy 
Spirit, then the design is effectually accomplish
ed. Y Contemplating the excellence of God!s na
ture, we become, as the A postle says, transformed 
i11to his likeness; we endeavour to imitate his 
holiness, justice and love; and in so doing we 
enjoy that happiness ~nd satisfaction which is 
the proper attendant on goodness. The more 
we know of God, the more we resemble his glo
rious self; and thus proceed fl· om "glory to 
glory," until at length we shall be found fit fOl' 

his presence in a higher and more perfect state" 
of being. There the remains of darlmess and of 
suffering will have passed away; then shall we 
know many things which must continue strange 
and mysterious as long as we are in this world; 
and then shall we understand the reasons (for 
good and sufficient reasons there must be,) why 
these things were not revealed during our mortal 
pilgrimage. 

We have thus considered the happiness which 
belongs to true Religion. We have seen it, 
first of all, revealing to us the goodness of God 
-inasmuch as he is bountiful, forbearing and 
forgiving, and has formed a plan for the world's 
salvation. We have seen it, in the second place, 
bringing us into a near relation to God; placing 
us under his protection, and assuring us of his 
Jlarentallove and care. Lastly, we have seen 
it imparting to us life and light, holiness and 
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wisdom, with joy and hope. These are the O'eQ 

Imine and certain effects of true Relio-ion as far 1".) , 

as it really exists and operates in the soul. They 
h&ve been experienced and enjoyed by all those 
good and pious men whom the Holy Scriptures 
ho1d forth to our admiration, and by the Chris
tians of every subsequent age who have fonowed 
their steps. 

Since then Religion is so excellent a thing, 
how desirable is it that we realize its benefits! 
We all wish to be happy, but some probably 
know by bitter experience that they have not yet 
discovered the way. Let such persons examine 
themselves, and see if the cause of their lwhap
piness is not this-that they are hitherto desti,. 
tute of true Religion. They live in the world 
without enquiring after God; or, if God does 
engage some of their thoughts, they keep their 
hearts estranged from him-.they do not devote 
themselves to his service-do not study his ,.yilJ, 
or sincerely endeavour to regulate their conduct 
by it. The consequence is unavoidable-they 
find nothing else to satisfy the soul. Busi
ness vexes and disappoints them; pleasure be
comes nauseous; time is a burden; remembrance 
affords them no delight, hope no relief :-nay 
jem', the apprehension of God's anger on a mis
pent life, abd of the misery that is yet to come, 
torments them in their most serious and reflect
ing hours. Would they escape from their un
happiness, and enjoy their being 1 The only 
way is to cultivate true Religion. Let them 
acquaint themselves with God, seek reconcilia
tion and peace with him, and learn to live as his 
faithful servants and dutiful children; and then 
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they will find a happiness worthy of the name; 
they will find themselves in possession of tbat 
which can give real comfort and solid satisfac
tion to the soul-of tbat which will console and 
tranquilhze it amidst aU the vexations and disap
pointme'nts of life-of that which ean strengthen 
and sustain it under the pains of death and the 
terrors of the world to come. 

Some among us doubtless know the truth of 
",;hat I am stating, and could testi(y to the value 
of Religion by tbeir own experience. And if 
there are any who have seemed to seck for happi
ness in this way, and yet to seel~ it in vain, it be
hoves them to discover, jf possible, the errors or 
defects which must exist in their search. They 
have either made some fatal mistake in their 
c1'eed-believing of God that which is not true; 
such (for instance) as an absolute decree of e
ternal reprobation, or any other unjust or oil.: 
worthy opinion: or withholding belief from 
that which is true; as that "God will have 
all men to be saved," and has provided and ac
cepted a "ransom for aU;" or if their general 
faith be right, they have not personally entered 
into covenant with God," but remain without 
communion with him; or if they suppose thern
selves within the bonds of the covenant, they 
" walk in darkness and do not the truth," as th'e 
A postle expresses it-their life does not fitly-ft,. 
gree with their profession-they allow themselves 
in something which disturbs their souls and mars 
their peace, ] f they take any thing for their 
creed contrary to the obvious sense of God's 
own word; if they suffer any consideration to 
keep them estranged from Christ and his Church; 



11 

if they indulge any sinful thought, ~ffection or 
practice; they must not be surprised at finding 
themselves unhappy. They have not" put their 
trust under the shadow of God's wings," and 
therefore cannot reasonably expect the enjoyment 
of" his loving kindness." Let them" cast away 
all their transgressions," and sincerely . and 
heartily give themselves up to God; and they 
will assuredly find that his promises have not 
failed1 and that his mercies can abundantly sa
tisfy the faithful and obedient soul. 

Finally, let us remember that there is a growth 
in grace, and a corresponding advancement in 
happiness. The more we know of God's truth, 
the more intimate our communion with his love, 
the more complete our fulfilment of' his will
the greater will be our enjoyment of the plea
sures of Religion. Be it therefore our daily 
and constant endeavour to become wiser, and 
holier, and better: so shall we daily become 
happier men. And may our Heavenly Father, 
the Father of all mercies, according to the pray
er which follows our text, "continue his loving 
kindness to them that know him, and his right
eousness to the upright in heart;" that they may 
increasingly enjoy that "peace which the world 
cannot give," and may" go from strength to 
strength, until they appear before the G9d of 
Gods in Zion." 





CHRISTIAN CONVER~ION, ' 

J.-\:\IES \", 20, 

He which convateth tite sinncl' from the' errol' of his way, slwZl 
save a soul from deal.'!. 

"WHILE (says the Historian of the Decline 
and Fall orthe Roman, Empire,) the great body 
was invaded by open violence, or undermined by 
slow decay, a pure and humble religion gently in
sinuated itself into the minds of men, grew up in 
silence and ObSCIHitv, derived new vi"'our from 
opposition, and fina"lly erected the tl~umphant 
banner of the Cross on the ruins of the Capitol. 
N or was the influence of Christianity confined 
to the period or to the limits of the Roman 
Empire. After a revolution of thirteen or four
teen centuries, that religion is still professed by 
the nations of Europe, the most distinguished 
portion of human kir:d in arts and learning as 
well as in arms. By the industry and zeal of 
the Europeans, it has been widely diffused to 
the most distant shores of Asia and Africa; and 
by the means of their colonies has been firmly 
established, from Canada to Chili, in a world 
unknown to the ancients." 

Among the causes which that celebrated 
Historian has thought fit to assign for the rapid 
and extensive propagation of Christianity in the 
world, "the doctrine of a future Infe, ar.oproved 
by every additional circumstance which could 
give weight and efficacy 'to that important truth," 

G 



'I . 1'" 1 1 1 " 'if'l Jllst y OCCIJtlles a cn:;tlllgmsn€( pace. .1 Ie; 

most sublime cfiol'ts of philosophy, (as Mr. 
Gibbon felt himself compelled to acknowledge,) 
can extend no farther than feebly to point out 
the desire, the hope, 01' at most the probability 
of a future state. 'Ve are sufficiently acquainted 
with the eminent persons who flourished in the 
age 01 Cicero and of the first Cresars ; with 
their acl ions, their characters, and their motives; 
to be assured that their conduct in this life was 
never regulated hy any serious conviction of the 
rewards and punishments of a future. Nothing 
except a divine revelation can ascertain the exist
ence, and describe the condition, of the invisible 
country which is destined to receive the souls of 
men. When (therefore) the promise of eternal 
happiness was proposed to mankind, on condition 
of adopting the faith, and of observing the precepts, 
of tbe G-ospel, it is no wonder that so r:dvantag'~. 
GUS an offer should have been accepted hy great 
numbers of every religion, of every rank, and 
of every province of the Roman Empire.". 

It was indeed" no wondet';" and I know not 
if this reason alone, supposing only (what the 
Historian professes to admit) the revelation itself 
satisfactorily attestc(], were not adequate to the 
mighty effect. The only wonder is that a religion, 
capable of such a progress, should ever cease to 
proceed; that any of those, whom it had once 
reached, should cease for a day to be powerfu11y 
affected by it ; that an individual, professing him
self a believer in Christianity, should be contented 
to remain at rest, while there remains " a soul" 
which may be " saved from death." 

It is not my intention however to account for 



the apathy or iHUclivity sometirncstoLcobGcrved; 
but l~~crely to prcselll you with a few plaill COll
sidcr::tions, calculated, I trust, by the help of 
God, to impress your minds with the aticcting 
tl"Uth, that such a deliverance is actually to he 
ctfected by the ,. conversion of the sinner fi'om 
the error ~f his way." 

N ced I theu remind. you, that, according to 
I be plainest statements of Jesus Christ and 
his Apostles, every man who lives in this world 
is destined also to lIve in another and an eternal 
state? 'Ve have not here the fables of a Pluto 
and a Rhadamanthus; we have not tile inge
nious conjectures of a Pythagoras or a Plato; 
we have not the dubious anticipations of a 
Cato, a Cicero, or a Tacitus; but we have 
the solemn declaration of one who raised others, 
and himself triumphantly arose, from the dead; 
that "the hour is coming in which all that are 
ill the graves will hear his voice and shall come 
forth :"-and we have the clearest testimonies of 
those who were witnesses ot his resurrection, 
that "it is he who is ordained of God to be 
the judge of quick and dead." 

As little necessity can there be to remind you, 
that" the sinner," living and persevering iu sin, 
has no hope of the happiness of the lifo to come. 
The same voice, which declared the final rev i

_vication of all men, proclaimed the purpose lor 
;tiich-(hey will "come forth :"-the same wit-· 
nesses, who attested the resurrection of their 
Lord, announced that when he shall" come to 
be glorified in his saints," the w jcked shall " be 
punished with everlasting destruction." 

N or can tb~re be much occasion to dwell 0], 
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the well known doctrine of the Gospel, that 
" the sinner" who is "converted from the error 
of his way" shall be "saved"-preserved from 
that tremendolls doom, and admitted into Para
dise. The whole volume of the New Testament 
is fraught with testimonies to this consoling 
truth; all sects and parties of Christians ac
knowledO'e and believe it; and the danger now 
would s~em to be, not so much lest any, like 
some of the early Christians, sl,ould nronounce 
great and notori~us apostates incapab'Je of reco
very; as lest men of a totally different character, 
forming too slight r.otions of the repentance 
which is requisite, and indulging too vague and 
general a persuasion of the placability of the di
vine nature, should" cry peace, where there is 
no peace, and strengthen the hnnds of the wicked 
by promising him life." 

The questions therefore \vhich appear to be 
of most importance to ourselves, are these :-
1,Vlw is " the sinner," needing to be "converted 
from the error of his way?"-and 'what is that 
conversion which "shall save" his" soul from 
death?" 

N ow, in search of the character that needs 
conversion, it is quite unnecessary to go among 
men who have never yet heard the Gospel, or to 
·whom it may have been defectively or corruptly 
imparted. Both these classes of mankind are 
indeed proper objects of Christian compassion, 
and of Missionary exertion ;-not as if "the 
Judge of all the earth" could" do" otherwise 
than " right;" not as if at the great day of ac-· 
COllnt the maxim of Christ could be disregarded, 
" Of every man it shall be required according 



to that which he hath" reecH'cd ;-but for thiiJ 
reason, that the happineEs of a rational being 
requires certain moral qualities, and that they, 
who have not learnt to Jive according to God's 
holy will, cannot be prepared for the clljoymcnt 
of his presence. On this ground perfectly jus·· 
I ifiable has been the zeal of a Schwartz or a 
l'H artJn in one Hemisphere, and of an Elliott 
or a Brainerd in another, who have made (he 
cOllversion of the Heathen the prime object of 
t heir labours; lIor are those pious lVI issionaries. 
or Societies, worthy of any thing but commen
daticd ane! encouragement, whose labours are 
directed to the same object which the divll1B 
,,"ill proposes to its'2lf-that "all men" may" be 
saved and may come to the knowledge of the 
truth." But sin and sinners, alas, are nearer 
home. 'They are found under the clearest light, 
the most abundant meallS of Christian knowledge. 
Let any man take up the ten commanclmenls
let him take the two great precupts of supreme 
love to God and equal love to our neighbour, 
which contain the substance of these com~ 
mandments; or let him take ollr Blessed Lord'§ 
spiritual exposition of his Father's Law, as it is 
contained in the Sermon on the Mount :-Iet. any 
one, I say, take these for his rule, and he \'Viii 
find transgressors, almost without number, 
among the professors of the purest form of our 
religion. Instead of " Joving God with all the 
heart, and mind, and soul," he will find many, 
who appear almost utterly regardless of the Di
vine being; carelessly profaning his name or 
his day, seldom if ever studying his word, and 
living as if they had well nigh "said in their 
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hearts-there is til) God." Ij,o;tead of " loving 
their neighbour as themselves," he will find 
them almost indifferent to the welfare of others, 
unless they can be made subservient to their own 
advancement, interest, 01' pleasure; perhaps po
sitively indulging ill envy, or malice, or revenge, 
or uncharitableness ;-perhaps acting the temp
ter's part,and alluring to evil, rather than s'3c~jng 
their good. Instead of "poverty of spirit," 
" mourning" for the s;c:; and mis2flcS dlat over
spread the '1vo:':~l, " nlc,,::ness" under injury and 
vexation, a "hu~3'c;~' (~";:d thirst 2L~,. rij'Ueous
ness" rather tb::il all secular (lc1\'~ut<l~~es, that 
" pu!'i'ly of heart" vvhien ,;uulifies for the sight of 
God, al1[~ readiness to su:~:c:r " fg righteousness' 
sake" which as('{~~::\~tlS tllJ title to "tbe t;:;:]:~
dom or Hp&Vf't1 ;"-;ilS, e:~J of thes2 C;U'i-"tian 
tempers anel d:spositic1!S, be y/iH find too, too 
great a p:-epoEderance ot thG very 1'<,i/(;:'88 of 
! Ilt'm a II. ~n childhood Le 1,'lill find the inclina
'.ion s:r,JIlg;!y spt towards that which is evil; in 
.\ OUlll, the passions headstrong and impetuous, 
threatening ,to overleap all bounds, and carry 
their unhappy victim to precipitate destruction; 
in maturer years, the love of this world grown 
indeed mature, while regard for another seems 
hardly yet to have taken root; and in old age, 
when hoary hairs should at least remind men 
that their day is far spent, and that they have 
but a little time remaining to prepare to meet 
their God, he will find them caring for every 
thing, talking of every thing, busy about every 
thing, rather than that theil' near-approaching 
and most awful account. It is impossible for 
me to enter at length into particulars; for, us 



the great master of ancient reason bas observed, 
sin and eTTO}, aTe infinite; but if you look at. 
the characters wbo surround YOll in life-per
haps I should rather say if you reflect upon 
yourselves-you will be at no loss to discover 
" the sinner" who needs to be " converte~ from 
the error of his way." Everyone requires such 
;). conversion, who does not live ~s if he believed 
tbe word of God :-\"ho does not lead that 
"sober and righteous and godly" life, which 
would show tint he entertains a seriuus and 
constant expectation of a j~t1gmellt to come;
who does not (in :l word) spend this day as if he 
might to-morro';; ., appear before the jltdgment 
se:lt of Christ." 

'What then, it is evidently Yl'orthy of our en~ 
qui!"y, is the n:ctcre of the ronrcTsion which an 
these pei'sons n:'2d-that which "shaH Silve a 

} e 1 ),'" Y 'lL 'j .. sou 1rom Geab1 ! . on mlg,]~ eaSl .y antlclpate 
my reply;-it is, manifestly unci necossarily, 
such a change in th r~ character of the person, as 
shaH make him tn~:~.,' good; 2m his heart ',vith 
the love of goodness; produce a life agreeable 
to God's holy will; and really and satistactorily 
prepare the soul for that kingdom in which the 
Redeemer reigns. In other words, it is exactly 
that change in the h,lman character which the 
Gospel was designed and is calculated to effect. 
For the proper object of our religion. and the 
sure result of it as far as it is faithfully received 
and applied, is no other tban that which the 
name of its adorable author expresses :-" He 
should be caBed Jesus, because he should save 
his people from their sins." The method adopted 
may, or may not, be that which our reason might 
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consider beh1t adapted for the case; hut it is thaI. 
which approved itself to Infinite \Visdom, and 
the propriety of which experience has abundantly 
confirmed. Where the Gospel fails, we have 
no reason whatever to suppose that any means 
CQuld sllcceed; but the Gospel has succeeded, 
and is still successful, when all other hope of 
reformation must have been abandoned. Let 
anyone read in the writings of the A postles, or 
even in Heathen authors themselves, the des
<!lription of the depraved morals of men when 
Christ app~ared among them; then let him 
consider the change \vhich must have occurred, 
when an Apostle wrote these words,-" And 
such were some of you ;-but ye are washed, 
hut ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the 
name of tile Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our 
God;" and he will require no other argument of 
the reclaiming influence of Ollr religion. The 
language of this religion to the sinner varies of 
course according to the extent and kind of his 
error ;-substantially however it is much tbe 
same, and will always be found to embody a few 
great and general truths. It tells him-" You 
were in Jour original nature an image of your 
Father that is in Heaven, upright and pure; 
made to glorify him. and do his will on earth: 
you have fallen from this high and holy state, 
and as a transgressor stand exposed to the diS
pleasure and thejudgment of him who made vou : 
-nor. are the. fears and apprehensions of ·your 
con~clenc.e V3l0-." ?ecause he .~as appointed a 
day In whIch he wIll Judge the world: "-" know 
therefore assuredly that God hath made .. that 
same Jesus who was crucified Lord and Christ;" 



and unless you 01)ey hig COmm~H1(~S, unless yon 
approve )'oul"sclfhis faithful suhject, YOIII' noom 
is fixed for ever :-but if yon do truly repenl
if you are heartily sorry for all that YUII Ii;!\'\! 

thought and snid and done amiss, and dt'sire 
henceforth to liw~ in-u:ledJellce 10 his will, Iw is 
"exalted to be a Prince nnd ~ Saviour;" lwdied 
for your sins-" lle:lOld" in him ,. tile Lnm\;' o( 

God that taketh away the sin oC the' world ;" 
he is "able to save to the uttermost tlj()se whe; 
come to tiod through him, since he evel' lin:s 
to intercede" in th~il' behalf :-through ! hat in
tercession you Il)ay sure:y obtain 1 he panhin of 
your sins, and the gracious help of the Spirit of 
holiness to pmify Jour heart and enable you to 
overcome temptation: only live to him wbo die.! 
for you-only "be faithful unto. death, a~ld ho 
shall give you the crcwn of life," Such is tho 
lang\lug.e of the Gospel to every sinn.!!'; such 
the tnllhs which by tho blessing oCtile Almighty 
1Ia.\'0 effectually cOIl\'crlcu multituues o(evcl'Y 
tongue and nation fi'om the \ a!'ious errors uflheil' 
ways, and maue tlH'm a holy people :-1101" t:ould 
these great nnd, encouragillg trullIs i I allY case 
fail of a liko effect. wew lhJY ouly firlllly lHJieH~u 
ancl earnestly regarded. ' . 

. Would HUY desire a full rf'p:'csenlatioll oflhe 
gr,eat change which lilf'se Irlll Its arc calculat(~(~ to 
pl'Oduc(', a morE; completp pid ure per:mps ('allllut 
be founll than in the con[eS:iion.1 of A ng-lIs! ilw. of 
which Milner the His!oriall of diP Chlll'ddw,.; giG 
... en an excellNlt epitome, whil:~ Owell in lli~ .. ,'/", 
lvork on tile Hol)' Spirit has (IPs'crini "/1',1111 ill hiS 
41sual manner as tile most si!,!lIal ilL,s 1'1I,jlllllJfdi. 
vine grace. Of lh,c peculiar lheolugJ tI~' d • ..: ~\.t~,-

D 



can Bishop,· (11' that of his disciples in modern 
times, l·v/ou 1d not be understood to speak; but 
tricse pill'ts oftileir wrhingsmay' doubtless be pc':' 
.fused \'\Iith general advantage. 'fhe stirn oftheve. 
nerabl.c 'F~ther's experience ·may he briefly stated 
in bis oWh 'ton'cluding words-H How has~ thou 
luved us, Fathel'! I~nany an·~' grEmt are mJ dis
cuses, thy medicine large .. still! rrerrified with 
my sins and the weight of my misery, I was 
despond!ng; !Jut thou encouragedst me, saying; 
Cbrist died for all.~thnt they whc) Jive sholild 
not live to themselves, b'ut to him who died for 
them. Lo, I 'cast all my care on thee, Lord; 
that ~ may I1ve. Thoulmowest my weakness 
and ignorance; teach and heal me. He hath 
redeemed me with his blood, in whom are hid 
aU the tr~ast1res of wisdom and knowledge, Lei 
not the proud calumniate me, if with the poor I 
desil'e to \)at and be satisfied, . an~ praise th~ 
l .. or(l."· 'F. . ' 

The· example of so extraordinary. a man as 
t.he Bisho'p of Hippo is not indeed ·to b'e taken; 
nor shouldar(y particular instance betaKen,· as 
a standard and: mouel tor alt The faculties and 
{mnpel':~, flS well as t he circumstances of mtm~ 
m'e illfinitely diver§ified, and, proHi.lce a c'Or~·es: 
p<>ncling vari'ely of character:· nut ns far as any 
nrc invulvNl'in sin, so far they require a ('onver!' 
Riollfronl'llwel'rIll' df their wny; arid' by( the 
R~nll' menns wh'i(:h Augustirfefoimrl so effectual 
m:ly "VI'I'y sOlll'he ~;l~ed,' Divinesofquitc·other 
s(:l'(Jol~, p)'uvidedlhcy discover· a cordial regard 
f'ilr IIIe principles ofChdstianity itself, will bA 
~'lllld tu (~·xpl'ess'shnilai' SentimcnHi,· For "FitH!)" 
Bishop Horsley emphhtically obsCrves~ His '110f 

(~~ 
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merely a spcculatiH" but n practica.l ndmnw
'edgment <?f Jesus:Js the Christ; all droIt, nnd 
motion of tho mind towards God, WIWI1 IIw sinnrl', 
c,onvinced of sin, ¥cc<'pts with Il:ankCulnfss the 
pl'offered terms ofpnrdon; Ilnd ill hll!11blc cen· 
fidence, appl'yi~lg individu[(lIy h) self tho henefit 
of the general al« nemrnt, in the clc~'at('d, Inn. 
guage of a veneraLde FalhGI" of .the Chnrch, 
(hinks of the stl'eam which flows fhnu tile He. 
oecmet"s wounded side, Tlw effect is, that in a 
little (timl',) he is filled witb that perfect 10\'0 of 
~orl wbich castelh out fear i-he cleaves to God 
'with \be entire nffcction of the sOlll. And fi'om 
this nctiv,', lively failb, overcoming the ''''0 rid, 
~uuduing carnal self, all good works do ncccssu¢ 
rilv sprinO'," 

" t:l 

Whenever t.herefol'c a sinner nppcnrs bcfol'O 
US, let this thought present itself 10 tile mind: 
There is a soul that may be saved ii'om death
that most certainly wili be saved, if it cnn but 
be made to consider and feel.the great truths of 
t,he Gospel-and that as certainly must, should 
it continue in sin without repentaoce, die and 
perish for ever! Considerations these \vhich 
ought l,nqllesti0nably to awaken us all to the 
mo:;;t lively concem and anive exertions for the 
eternal welfare of our fellow men, Tha A pos~ 
tie's remark in our text is designedly of universal 
extension; and the Christian will feel it his duty, 
qn all suitable and propel' occasions, to warn his 
ening, brother, and if possible persuade h~m to 
change his course., But there are specific classes 
of men on whom this duty is more especially 
incumb~ntt inasmuch as their r43(jDrl gives ~J~('n~ 
r~eculiar authority and. inflwT r', 



Pal:enls, heads of families, masters and mIs
tresses, are eharged by nature amI Providence 
with tbe \velfim', ,find surely with the highest 
w""l[;lJ'I" of their hOUSPllOids nnd dependents. 
Let these seriously consi<if'r the weight of their. 
word,,: the vallie ot' their advice, nndtho conse· 
(lucnces of their demcnnoul' and (lxample. Let 
them watch over the ohjects of their care (rom 
day to day, ndmonish them of every dangerous 
symptom which they mn)' ohserve,and endeavour 
to lead them in a course ofChrislian obcdi(mcc.· 
The benefits which would resnit fi'om a fai;hful 
dischnrge oflhis duty nre dear nnd cerl~ :n. It 
'';ollid Wllbollt donot be nl!(~!Ided lIy t~;e hlessingo 
of God, and produce n great accession 10 t!te 
" inheritor,,; of' the Ring-dolll of H e<1\'('II," 

And if this he tlte dUly of slIp<'riol's in prinl;o 
Ii/C', til<'oblignlioll as evidently e.xt('nds to puldic 
authorities, A stra{].~e nDtiun has becn lalp!y 
propn/!ated in the world, I hat rllkrs and kgis. 
]alors have no cunccl'll \\ill! ("(·ligion. Ci"i! so~ 
(~iely. sny t hoso tu \\ hom I rpfl')', hctllg formed 
for I'rl'sent rf'aee nlld proiee!iun, dlO mngis!l'llte 
quits his pnn'incc wilon 110 J'q~DrJs t he immortal 
intetl'sls of me'n. Bllt is Ihis t:;o argutnf'lIl of 
Christ i:1Il phi :·JS();:~H"·S? \Vi: h whnt scorn \\'oliid 
It have he!'n rejected by the sagf'S or Athens 01" 

of ROl',Je! 'Vho has nsslll'cd them that the civil 
slate is constilutC'd for stich ol'j,'els alone? 
Those who haH) in\'cstigiltcd the 1'(-'<11 orinin of 

~ ~ 

things would tf'll them Ihilt that state began· 
uncleI' the parental roof; thnt it branched out in 
the wider relations of hlood and affinitv; that) 
friendships, acquaintances, diVIsions of'labour, 
h·terchanges of services and ofilces, COmDflC!.R, . . 



rows, governments, civil constitutions, all fol
lowed in a natul"al orner; thnt modifications and, 
I'evolutiolls in states (on which alone, as I con
ceive, these philosophel's have foU!~ded theil' opi~ 
nions,) are merely accidental ~ircul1lstanccs; and 
that- the ~ssential bond of society SUl"vi\'E's all 
such occurrences, and can he I"e~olved into no 
other principle than that will of OUl' Creator by 
which man was made a social being. And was 
it not, and is it not, his will, that men should 
tegard each other as made fOl" eternal existence1, 
that, as parents, as relations, as friends, HS 

neighbours--so also ruler:> and legislators,should 
aim at the ultlmule good of the respective ob.· 
jeets of (heir conccrn1 Thus I make 110 doubt 
that not only Cieero, hut the severer reason of 
Aristotle ,<yould have argued, had i1wy receivl'(I 
the rC'It'Jation of a futm'e Elate. Thus, until 
modem infidelity IHid puisoned tlw springs or 
public sentiment, Christian states and states~ 
men have always believed and acted. And thlls, 
when the dplusive i!llDginntions of I he day shall 
have passed, will "Kings nnd all dwt are in 
authority" remain con\'inc('d of their highest du=· 
ty to •• be I he nursing lathers of I he Church.'" 
Occasional and temporary circumstances may 
indeed he unfavourable to a pllblie provision, 
fl.)!' the pl'opagation of Christian truth and the 
promol ion of Christ ian virtue; but ever'Y 
sincere Christian, wbo lIlay occupy a public 
station, will feel and Iameflt the defect; he will 
apply his ('est considerati~n to discOVCl' by what 
means it maybe soonest repaired; nor will his 
conscience enjoy peace with his God, unless sa~ 
tidied t.hat he employs his best endeavours, as 



26 

far as those endeavours can properly extend, to 
"convert the sinnet''' and" save the sou)." ., 

• But, whatever mny be said or thought or 
others, one order of men at least. there' is, of. 
whosn dUly in this resped none will doubt. 
'Tile CI,'rgy-the 1\'1 inisl(,l"s of Christ's Church, 
whether countenallced amI supported by the 
slate, (11S throughont every Christian nation 
I hey oll).dlt t 0 be) 0\' tlependent on 01 he!" means 
of sllhs'lstence, mllst feel themselves interested 
nhovc all men in lhe duty and tile hope which 
hu\'c bC'cn the suhjec:s of om' considm·atiol1. 
For they are bound-(l refer particularly to Iho 
declared sense of tbo Church of England, hut 
in this point nil c!lll:'clws Dre of the same 
opinion) to devote themselves especially to this' 
one thing-the cure llnd salval ion of souls. 
For sllch is the plain ductrino of the inspired 
founders of the Church :-'.' Tbey," snys tlio 
author of the Epistle to the Hehrews, I'1peaking 
of all those who sustain the Pastoral office, 
"watch for your souls as those that must give 
account." A consideration so impressive, that 
Clu'ysostom tells us when he read that text, " it 
produced a violent agitation in his soul, and filled 
him with a holy fear und trembling." Alld in 
a commentary on the passage he exc!aims
" Lord, how difficult, how hazar(lous an under
tal,ing is this! Of all the souls that me commit
ted to thy conduct, men, women, and children, 
thoa art to frive an account!" J us!ly miL~ht the 
excellent and sobel"-millded Bishop Bull subjoin, 
after quoting this and other testimonies in his 
most impressive discourse on the difficulty and 
danger of the Priest's office :_H_ '17 e minister 



to souls! Souls! Methinl~s in that one wOl'd 
there is a Sermon. lmmorta~ souls! Precious 
souls! One whereof is mm'c \vol·th, than all 
the world besides,-the lwice of the Blood (1' 
the Son of God," 

But it is time that I conelllde; and I do it 
wit h one short ohservation, addressed to each jn
dividual by and fol' himself. The SCl'ipture says 
6& If any of you do en' from the truth, and one 
convert him,let him know that he which convert
eth the sinner f;om i))n Nror of his way shaH 
save a sOUl frnm dcnlh." It may he that no 
man appears to be aware of '!}O'IW error and 
danger; it may be ~hat none has the courage or 
the opportunity 10 (Jlt1~mpt yom' ilelivenmce :
but remember,evel'Y one who does not find bim
selfin the plain path of Christian duty, remember 
thut there is one who witnesses every thought 
of your heart; and that. by the help of that AI': 
mighty one YOlt, eyeD yon,may convert a sinner~ 
and may "save a soul from death." 





EX rI/~ TIOl-i. 
HEGhf.I,VS, IX. 13, 14. 

If thg blond of 611/:.; c,;,Z of g"als. and the ashes of an heife, 
spl'ink/in:!; thetinc!'>'l. SLlncil/iclh to the pU/'ijying of the flesh, 
how muc,! ?nO/'e swttl the bl 'od of Ghrist, who throufl:n tILe 
eternal Spil'it offaed himself wi/haul spot to God, pu/'g~ your 
conscionce from dead works ,0 serve tILe living God! 

THE peCU;io.i design of tile Epistle to the He. 
brey\'s was to show tile superiority of the Chris
tian dispensation over tbat oftheo'ld Testament; 
and one importnnt point of the superiority assert
ed is this-that the expiation provided in the 
death of Christ is L1r more availing for the relief 
of the conscience, than all the sacrifices of the 
Law of Moses. 

It may be useful to enquire how other sacri
fices were conceiv'ed to possess a purifying effi
cacy, before we apply the idea to the s'lcrifice 
of Christ. 

The devotion of the ancient world consisted 
in great part of sacrifices offered on altars. Some 
nations, such as the Syrians, the Phmnicians 
and their numerous colo:~ies, and the Celts who 
were the original inhabitants of western Europe, 
offered human victims-prisoners, slaves, or 
even their own children; but the custom of 
sacrificing other animals was almost universal. 
Great obscurity indeed is spread over this prac
tice, because it became involved in systems of 
blind superstition. When sacrifice was blended 
with the confused mass of ancient mythology, 

11: 



it was to he expectpd thaI. offerings of all sorts, 
on all occasions, and for all purposes, would be 
made by the bewildered votaries of idolatry. 
We may however, I think, still perceive that the 
idea of expiation, or atonement for sin, lay at the 
foundation of the practice. Certainly we meet 
with numerous traces of this sentiment in anci
ent Greek and Roman writers; they not only 
Bpeak of sacrifices off-e:'cd to pacifY the powers of 
the invisible world, and cleanse fi'om guilt and 
pollution; but they relate seveI'd illustrious in
stances of individuals devoting themselves to 
destruction for the deliverance 0\' benefit of their 
country. But wherever human sacrifices "rere 
offered, they must smely have been believed to 
be accepted by divine justice in the place of 
other men. And with respect to the animal sa
crifices of the EgY!1iians at least, whom Hero
dotus, the fat.her of profane history, describes as 
the most attentive of all men to religious obser
vances, he delivers the following remarkahle ac
count from his own obsea'vation and Imowlp.dge : 

"'Their established mode of Sacrifice is this: 
bringing the animal to the nltnr, they kindle a 
fire, and having poured vl'lnc upon the victim, 
and slain it, they cut off its head; then, havinO' 
pronouncecl many impr(!cations upon this head: 
they either dispose of it to Greeks frequenting 
theil' market, or cast it into the river. The im
precations which they pronounce nre to the ef. 
feet, that if any evil be about to happen, eithel' to 
the sacrificers lIlemselves, or to all Egypt, ,it 
may be turned upon this head, Such is the un. 
iyersal custom, (says ,Herodotus) of the Egyp
llans at all theIr sacflfices; and i!l consequence 
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of this cnstom, no E~yptian wili taste the head 
of any other living cl'eaturt!." 

N ow here, (even llad we not a very similar 
account in the Law of IVd:oses) we find, I con
ceive, l:ll: general, if not the original, notion 
concerning the efiicacy of animal sacrifices. 
They were offered in expiation. By somo pro
cess in the justice of heaven the guilt of the 
worshipper, together with the judgments which 
it en:ailed. was supposed to be transferred to 
the slaughtel'ed victim. The pUl'e and innocent 
creature suffered: the criminal, acknowledging 
his guilt and supplicating forgiveness, expected 
to escape. 

The origin of this practice, with the consider
ations which led men to adopt it, is not to be 
found in profane authors. If we find it any 
where, it must be in the sacred writings of Mo. 
ses, who Jived man;r centuries before the most 
ancient historians of other nations, \",l1ose works 
hus been presened t,) OUI' t imes.nut neither 
does IUoses give us any uecisive infol"nmtiol1 011 
the subject. He leaves it altogethct' undeter
mined, wbethel' sacrifice was originally ap
pointed hy the Lord, or originated in the thought 
and feeling of men. This, bowever. the venera
ble historian does determine-that from the ear
liest ages of the world, even from the time of 
Cain and Abel, "tLc firsdings of the flock and 
the fat thereof" were especially ccccptc:blc of
ferings. By the time of N oab the sacrifice of 
animals would seem to have been regularly esta
blished; fOl' immediately aner he came forth 
fi-om the Ark, we are told, "Noah builded an 
altar unto the Lord, and took of ever'!, clean 
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beast and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt
offerings. on the altar: and the Lord smelled 11 

sweet savour" (or was pleased with the sacri
fice) and proceeded, as if induced by its prop i
tiat:ng influence, to relieve the earth from the 
curse which had rlrowuf'd it with the deluge; to~ 
"bless Noah anu his Sons," taking them under 
his protection; and to "establish a covenant 
of life and peace, with tbem and every living 
creature, for perpetual generations." Thus, 
from Noah, the second father of the human 
race, the practice of animal saerifice, wIth the 
persuasion of its peculiar eE-1cacy in propitia
ting offended heaven, naturally descended to the 
several nations of lhe eartb. 

In the Law of THoses it pleased the Lord to 
give a complete sanction to this practice, and by 
express declarations to explain its meaning. 
The Paschai Lamb was the G;'st of the sacri
fices which the children of Isnwl were com
manded to ofter; and oftbis the design was Ihade 
sufficiently clem'. " The blood" vilas to be 
" spI'inkled on the door" of every bouse, on that 
awful night, which was to be for ever memorable 
for the destruction of the first-born children of 
the Egyptians, anci the deliverance of the Israel
ites from their Egypt!(1n bondage: "for the 
I.ord," said Moses, "will pass through to smite 
the Egypt ians; and when he seeth the blood 
upon the lintel and the two side-posts, the Lord 
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the' 
destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite 
you." 

Numerous sacrifices were uftet'wards enjoin
ed or approved by the divine Legislator of 
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Israel; some of them certainly for the immediate 
purpose of expres~ing the gratitude and piety of 
the worshippers; but others were directly ap~ 
pointed as expiations of sin and purification from 
d('filement; and as such were necessary to the 
religious life of an Israelite, necessary to restore 
him from time to time to the favor of the Lord, 
and to his place in the congregation. These 
sacrifices formed an essential part of the Mo
saic covenant; they were the means, the only 
authorised means under that covenant, of ob~ 
tailling pardon of sin and peace of conscience. 
And indeed,wherever the blood of an animal was 
shed, even in those sacrifices which were called 
" freewill-offerings," or offerings of "peace" or 
thanksgiving, there appears to have been an in
tention to remind the worshipper that, although 
the Lord in his mercy accepted such offerings, 
they could be nccepted only as from a pardon
ed sinner. ,,,vbat else would an Israelite be 
likely to infer, when he found this statement in 
his Law ;-"The life of the flesh is in the blood: 
and I have given it to you npon the altar to make 
an atonement for voul' souls: for it is the blood 
that maketh an at~nement for the soul?" 

But could the blood of ammals procure such 
a blessing? To a certain extent it unquestion
ably could; God had appointed it to be shed 
for that express purpose, and annexed the bless~ 
ing to it by his own sacred declaration and pro
mise. As long as the national sacrifices should 
be duly offered (the rest of the Law being like~ 
wise observed by the nation at large) so long 
the children of Israel would continue God's 
people; and every individual ofthat people, ifhe 



duly attenJed on the pu1)lic services, and also 
ofiered such sacrifif:es as were prescribed for 
sins and dcfi,I'-:i~~~"::::' 1)[ igno;'<lncc nnd infirmity, 
might believe himself so Jar jusiificd nnd sanc
tified-so that neidwr the guilt of s'Uch sins, nOl' 

the shame of such ddJcmcnts, could exclude 
him (i'om the covenant. 

Fartber ho·.vever dHll1 (his the mercies of the 
Law went not. For the man who sinned "with 
a high llllnd"-the wilful [lnd obstinate tl'ans
gressor, \':he; her l;e were an idolater, n sab. 
bntil.hre:lker, ::l m:lrdcrer or an adultere .. ,-the 
Lnw provided no expiation; (Jf such persons it 
prollo!lneed, tlla! they should" die in their ini
quity," and "their blood" should" be upon 
then)." 

And in truth, ~:; til\? :;uthol' of this Epistle ob. 
serves, alld ns man)' pnssn;;es ill I he Old Testa
ment would lead cs to refit!cl, it must !:ave been 
in all cases ,. impo::.ibh! fol' (:1C blood of goats 
mId or c:llv('s (considered '.v;\11 rogard to its in
trinsic \'~llue 0,' efficacy) to fake awny sirls." It 
was "a tiglll't1 for tile time then presf'nt;" it "sane. 
tifled to the pllri(yirl;-!' of' til!! flesh;" hY"inllo 
of' nod', .. appointment it 1:v:1ilrd hI' tll:!!. extcl'
nal purification Wll:ch nwd(~ Inl'n fit to continuo' 
in his s(!I'\'i(:(:; hut It "eolllt: not nwl\C him who 
did Ihe s!!ni('c rcr:(~ct :::; pcrluillilw 10 the COIl

sci(,!Jcc," So ,,:.:s 'he jj1[1 !tOi' ol,.2'II1:s Epistle 
til lhe l-icUrcl;'s; ::nd every ,·,,(i(1cling alld COT:si
VI·raln Helin'\\' Hllist, \i'e r;,ight ~lJppose, have 
aJ\\,:lys r('lt, Ihn! lh~!rc was a v::!;;t rii!'proportion 
bl!\',vI'PfI tile ~h('ddjl1,:;; of' all rlllim:lI's blood, nnd 
tlw dl':1I1Sillg Ill' t he soul Ill' mno from sin in the 
sight of God. And, although such a person 



would scrupulously co:.form himself to God's 
directions and trust his p;'omises ; although he 
would" walk in all tbe commandments nnu or
dinances of the Lord blameless," and" look for 
redemption according to the mercies promised to 
the fathers und witness'2d by t.he L:lw nne! (he 
Prophets;" still bewould t{;;.:1 th:lt "liJcl'cdemp
tion of the soul" W{!s too" !lrcc;:ltlS" to be ou
tnined "by burnt-offerings c,' t,:\cl'if:c('s for 
ever." Thus u:H!u:blCd!y did 1.110 ~;i:(!~nl' of the 
51st' Psalm i"-:cl, wbm Ill! s:lid, "~,V as!l me 
thoroughly frem' m:i:D iniqIJ.j(y, and cle::wse me 
from my sin. Aga~nst thee. thee only, have I 
sinned, and done this evil in Illy sii~!lt. For 
thou desil'est not sacrifice, d:,;o \\'o::ld ..[ giro it : 
thon delightest not in L:m)t,oH>~iH~·. The 
sacrifices of God arc n broken f;;irit : ;) hroken 
and a contrite heart, 0 Gud, tlioll wilt not de
spise! " 

Thus the Law, with all ilG s:1crificcs, \vas un
availing to the satisfaction of \110 conseience. 
It afforded only this relieving hope, dlat tbe 
God who had dedared himself" mel'eifu] and 
gracious and furgiving" nfte!" tile children of 
Jsrael had broken 11:3 covena:1t at Sinai, 
and on many suLse'1tlent occasions; and had 
appointed express snerificcs lor the C'xpiation 
of minor offenees; wOllld, by (]OJl1dJ Ilnalogous 
method as yet unrevc((led, adm it 1 ho sani fice 
of a broken heart, 01' pardon and accept Iho 
true penitent, ahhough lIis sins mi~ht he such as 
had no atonement provided hy ; he Law. 

N ow that m,et/wd the Go::;pel has I'cvcnZrd. 
"The blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot to God, .is 



calculated to cleanse "the conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God." 

It is the doctrine of the Gospel that Christ is 
"THE LAMB OF GOD that taketh away the sins 
of the world;" -that "God hath set forth him 
to be a propitiation in his (own) blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins-that 
he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth;" that Jesus, the Christ, the holy and 
beloved son of God, being pure from every stain 
of sin, and of infinite worth and dignity by the 
union of the divine nature with bis human person, 
by the impulse of that eternal Spirit which 
formed and conducted the plan of redemption, 
offered himself a sacrifice to eternal justice; 
that he la~d do\':n his lifo as a satisfaction and 
vicarious utonement for the sins of men; and 
that through him all who believe in his name are 
justifieu-his blood being really accepted as a 
sufficient expiation for" iniquity, transgression, 
and sin." . 

The consequence, sl:lted by the sacred writer, 
is this; that, as persons living under the Old 
Testament, after the)" had contracted guilt or 
defilement in the cases specified by the Law. 
might consider themselves sanctified Oi' cleansed 
by the legal sacrifices and purifications, so that 
they needed not to fear the presence of the God 
of Israel; in like manner, but fat' . more satis
factorily. is the conscience of believers in Christ' 
purified from the sense of guilt and defilement 
by their faith in his atonement, so that they feel 
themselves enabled with assured and joyful hope 
to "serve the living God." • 
:T~at the ~tonement of Christ is thus efficacious; 



may be shown, as well {rom the reason of the 
thing, as from actual experience. 

J;Jy the reason of the thing I mean, that the 
sacrifice of Christ is t ha t expiation on which 
the soul of man may securely rely. 

In the first place we are distinctly and fuBy 
assured, that it is a suflicient and satisfactory 
expiation. No doubt obscures the promises of 
the Gospel. To everyone who truly repents 
of his sins, and seeks forgiveness with humble 
faith in Christ, c~!I!pletc and eternal deliverance 
is unequivocally promised through the Re("{eem
er's blood. On this promise we might-wp. 
unquestionably should-rely, even if we knew 
nothIng whatever of the way in which that blood 
avails for expiation. The word of God, duly 
attested as it is in the Gospel, must surely be a 
sufficient warrant for our faith. 

But we are enabled to discern something of 
the propriety ot the sacrifice. We can in some 
measure perceive how the death of Christ is ca· 
pable of satisfying divine justice. For whether 
we regard the punishment of sin as requisite to 
maintain the honor of God's law, or to deter 
from future transgt'ession, the death of Christ 
on our behalf must appear abundantly effectual 
for either purpose. No man-no being in the 
universe-can think of God's beloved Son beal·· 
ing the guilt ot our iniquity and dying for OUl' 

forgiveness, without the deepest and most awful 
conviction of the justice of God, and the most 
dreadful apprehension of the consequences, 
should that atonement in any case be unavailing. 
And let it not be forgotten that salvation is pro
mised, even through that atonement, to those 

1" 
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nlQne who so repent as to renounce and abnndo:1 
sin: for the impenitent ami wilfully disobedient, 
neither ,,,,,ill the Redeemer's blood avail, nor 
can there "remain" any other "sacrifice fot 
sins." 

The feeling of the believer therefore is,
whether he looks at the absolute promises of 
God through Christ, or at the satisfactory atone
ment which Christ has made,-" I am pardoned: 
I am justified from all things; God has accepted 
the propitiatory sacrifice which himselfprovided, 
and which must have been of infinite value." 
Hence his conscience is cleansed; heno longer 
looks upon himself as pollutcc. and dead in sin, 
but as sanctified and alive to God in Christ; he 
rejoices in the salvation of his soul; and pro
ceeJs to live as one who is "alive from the 
-dead." 

Such is tIle reasollable and probable effect of 
a belief in Christ's atonement. And does not 
experience confirm the argument? ''''hat sort 
of persons have they been who have believed'! 
I do not say-who have been ealled Christians, 
but who have sincerely trusted in Christ cruci
fied? Those whom the new Testament exhibits 
to our view-what did they become? Did they 
not aU-the A postles, and all wllom they ac~
knowledged as faithful disciples of their Mtlster 
-purify themselves from all sin and serve God 
in holiness of life? Those who III every age have 
lm()''Im the Gospel and fel~ its power-'-:"have they 
not all, as far as we have reason to believe that 
they understood and applied Chri::.~tian trulh
heen distinguisheJ by the same marks? And 
:now-wherever men believe in Christ-truly 



helievo in his atoni!lg hlood, is not the same effect 
produced? "\VllO is he that ovcrconll'th the 
world? -but he who confesscth that Jesus i:;: 
the Son of God 1" 'Vbo endeavours to "purify 
himself even as God is pure?" but h<: who b<.
lieves that Christ (b:'d to" redeem bim from 
iniquity 1" 'Vl1o disco",,;, the deepest pCllite:lce 
for sins committed, and the greatest vigilance to 
avoid future transgressions 1 Arc they not those 
who pay the devoutest rcG;)rd to the Redeemer's 
Cross? 'Vbo are most c1istir:~uish'Pr1 for all tho 
graces and virtues of Christianity-for humility, 
heavenly-lllit1dE'dnc3:~, patience, meekness, clw
rity? Are they not such as could most justly 
say. 'Ve are" crucified Wi~;l Christ?" 

'Let us then humbly and grntefl111y adore tbe 
mercy of Almighty God. wbo hal' given us oue 
life under the light and grace of the Gospel. 
Great indeed is the privi-Icge to "behold the 
Lamb of God;" to be enable-d to look to that s<:
crifice which is a fnll expiation [or sin; to lmmv 
him in whose blood we have complete redemp
tion. VVe might have been born among Heathens. 
destit~te of any sacrifice in ,vhich confidence 
could be reasonably placed; or among Jews, 
where the sacrifices, although of divine appoint
ment, were of such a nature as to give but 
very impf'rfect relief to the conscience; or 
among Christians (for such in name there are) 
ignorant of the true value of the Redeem
er's blood. Blessed then-blessed from all 
our hearts be that mercy which has cast our 
lot in a Christian and enlightened land-where 
the pure word o[ God at least is read and 
heard-and where (if we have bnt "e~lrstp 



hear,") the true and perfect salvation-of Christ 
is known! 

Let us settle it in our minds as a certain 
tru:h that the death of Christ was a real and ef. 
fectual atonement. Many have been tempted 
to pass over or explain aw~y the doctrine of the 
Gospel on this grand subject. The Cross, "to 
the Jews" of old "a stumbling block, and to 
the Greeks foolishness," is to these persons any 
thing rather than" the power of God." Should 
any doubt arise in our minds, let us remember 
how very.plainly the Apostles speak of the ato
ning efficacy of the Redeemet·'s blood; how de
cidedly Jesus himself spoke of the necessity of 
his death; how the types and prophecies of the 
Old Testament pointed to such a propitiation; 
and finally how "the desire of all nations," as 
discovered by their numberless sacrifices, re
quired a sacrifice in which the soul could confide. 
An atoning Saviour is eviQt:'ntJy the end of the 
Law, the fulfilment of the Prophets, the hope 
and the want of man. O! now that such a one 
has been revealed, let us not shut our eyes to 
his glory, but" look unto him and be saved!" 

Lastly, let us call ourselves to a solemn en
quiry, whether we are "redeemed to God" by 
the "blood" of Christ. That blood was shed 
" for the life of the ,';'orId;" but unless it has been 
"sprinkled on our hearts by faith," and we 
" have washed our robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb," it cannot yet have 
availed for ourselves. But how shall we know 
the fact1 Surely every man's own conscience 
should be able to inform him of it. Have we, or 
have we not, as a plain matter of fact, placed 
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our trust in Christ crucified for the pardon of 
our sins? But if the answer should not at once 
be given, there is still a decisive criterion. Faith 
in Christ is an active principle; it must shew 
itself by the feelings which it excites, and the 
life which it produces. Does then our faith 
" sanctify to the purifying" of the soul? Has it 
" purged our conscience from dead works," and 
constrained as well as enabled us to "serve the 
living God?" If any would pass for believers 
in whom such effects are not obsm"vable, 0 let 
them remember who it was that said" If I wash 
thee not, tholt hast no part in me !" 





J USTIFICA'fION. 

ltO:\IANS, V. I. 

Being justified by faith, we have peace with Gud ihfouil,lt ow' 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

" PE ACE with God" is the first and highest 
desire of all awakened and reflecting character. 
Until he enjoys this blessing he canfind no rest; 
because as long as the conscience regards the 
Almig11ty for ,:11 enemy, it must be agitated by 
dreadful apprehensions. But if only satisfied 
that God (s hisfriend, he experiences a delightful 
serenity and happiness; being assured that, 
wl!;uevcr may belitl him, the 2VIost High can 
make" all tLings work together for (his) good." 

This inestimable blessing is communicated by 
the Gospel, and enjoyed by all those ,vho truly 
receive it. It is the high privilege of the Minis
ters of Christ td~nform their fellow servants how 
to obtain so great a benefit. Arid wherever 
men are prepared for the Gospel which they 
preach, it becomes (ir right Iy preached) "t he 
ministry of lleconciliation," -the means of es
tablishing union and friendship between God in 
heaven and mortals here on earth. 

On the present occasion I suppose myself to 
address persons who earnestly desire "peace 
with God." I suppose that, 111 reflecting on his 
awful holiness and your own sinfulness of heart 
and life, JOu have felt a miserable fear of death 
and eternal judgment, and are anxiously enquir
Ing "\Vhat n:t~f;t I do to r~ saved?" ATId I 
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will endeavour to show you, as plainly as I am 
enabled to understand it, the sure way of salva
tion and peace. 

In the language of the Apostle therefore I 
proclaim to you this Gospel :-" Being justified 
by faith," you shall "have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Peace is the 
consequence of justification; justification is to 
be obtained through Christ; and faith is the 
means by which you may obtain it. If you 
rightly believein CbrjE'~, you are justified through 
him; and if so justified you are at peace with God. 
Let me explain distinctly each of these things. 

1. A man is justified when he is accounted or 
pronounced just 01· righteolls. The expression 
is t.hus used in the Old Testament. In the 25th 
chapter of Deuteronomy, verse the 1st, we find 
this precept of the Law of Moses: "If there be 
a controversy between men, and they come unto 
judgment, that the judges may judge them; then 
they shall ,justify the righteous and condemn 
the wicked." In the 17th chapter of Proverbs 
we have the admonition: "He that justifieth 
the wickeu, and he that condemneth the just, 
even they both are an abomination to the Lord." 
Here, and in many other places, the word relates 
to the judgment which man forms or declares 
concerning man; but els~whel'e it is used of 
God's judgment of the soul. Thus Solomon 
prays at the dedication of the Temple, (1st Kings, 
VIn. 32.) "Heal' thou in Heaven, and do; and 
judge thy servants, condemning the wicked to 
hring his way upon his head, and justifying tho 
righteous, to give him according to his l·ight~ous
ness." Our blessed Lord speaks in a like 
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manner of the juugment of the last day; (Mattll. 
XII. 36,37.) where, shewing that every thing 
which illdIcates the disposition of" the hea1't," 
were it even "idle 'Words," will be taken into 
account, he declares-" For by thy words thou 
shalt be fustified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned." 

Thus far justification exactly corresponds with 
the extent of actual and personalrighteollsness. 
It is the law of God as well as the law of man, 
that the just should alone be justitied, pronounc
ed and treated as just or good. And hence our 
Apostle, after takmg a view of the state of man~ 
kind, and appealing to the conscience both of 
Jews and Gentiles, infers that on the ground of 
their own merits they could not be jnstified; 
that "all the world had become guilty before 
God," and therefore "by the deeds of the law 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight." 

Such is the state, and such the alarming pros
pect, of man in himself. But "through our 
Lord Jesus Christ" another justification is pro
vided for us. "Now" says the Apostle, "the 
righteousness of God without the La'W is ma
nifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets." For" the Law (of l\loses) had a 
shadow of good things" that were" to come" af
ter it. It appointed mediators between God and 
man; it enjoined offerings and sacrifices for sin; 
for sins of ignorance and infirmity it extended 
forgiveness; and in some of its provisions, such 
as the- paschal lamb and the scape-goat, it held 
forth a shadowy hope of general and complete 
atonement. The Prophets spoke a plainer lan
guage. To pass over innumerable predictions 
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or the ld,'"siw:Cl or Lho GmqwJ, baWD vcry dis. 
tinctly d('scrilH't; in hi:] -Cd.! cbapter the provisi(}11 
which God bad resolvt'tl to make fo.- the justifi. 
cation of a sinflll world. Speaking of a most 
(~'\trnordinar.r eharnctf'l" whom he calls "t!J\~ 
Servant" and" the Arm of tile Lord" he says. 
"Sur~ly h(~ hath hom*) OtI1' gri{"f-; nnd cnrrre.! 
onr sorrows-yet we did ('stf'em him s!rickell, 
smillf'n r{ (jod and afflicted: But he was 
wounded till' 0111' transgrC'ssiOl18, be \Va8 bruised 
fo.' our iniquities: the ch?stisement of our peaCt! 
W:lS upon him, and by bis Stl'i'1CS we ar~ healed: 
All we like sheep have gone astrny; we hav(~ 
turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity OfUB all. He shall 
sec of the tl'lwnil of his SOil I (its consequenl"{,s 
and effects) <lnd sh<lll be satisfied :-hy his lmo\\,
ledge shall my righteous servant justify nwny, 
for Iw shall bear their iniquitirs," 

The mediation of Christ is evidently here in
tended, and the application of it lvas {hilS made 
by St. Paul in his discolll"sc to the Jews of An
ti'och, (Acts, XIII.): "Be it known unto YOIl, 
therefore, men and bretiJren, that through this 
man is preached unto yon the forgiveness qfs£ns, 
:md by him all that believe are .fltst~fied from 
all things ;-from which ye could not be justi
fied by the Law of 1\'Ioses." This indeed is bis 
language, the lan~uage of all the Apostlef-. 
throughout thQil' ministry, 'Vherever they went. 
they preached" peace by Jesus Christ;" accord
ing to his commission and injunction that" Re
pentance an(l remission of sins ShOllld be preach
ed in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem." ' 



Ful in the Epistle lo tile HomulI::", cur Ape:)
I L· must ful!y ~.:nd explicit!y declares the doctrine 
or dw \~ospel. "The 7'ighleowmctj<,' of God." 
be tells us, is that which ., is bv Itiith or Je~llls 
C!:t'ist unto all and UpOll all tlH:m tbat believe," 
For \~ hen "tlw wbolo world wus guilty before 
GoJ;" when "all had sinned, al1d come short 
of his glory," so ;;s to ha\'c no !lOpe on tbe 
I~round of their own righteousness ;-\'.'1Ien in 
this respect tbere was "110 ditrerence" (no cs
~ientiol ditfc,'cnce, whatc\'cr there might be in 
dle n/,easU}'c or degrc2 of guilt) b( tween Jew 
ancl Gentile, or mall and man ;-then "God. 
:i~~ading his own son illlhe likeness" of our sinful 
nature, delivered Ilim up to death us a sacrifice 
fJ;' uur sins, "that we might be made the right
COUSll2SS of God in him," or justified, pardoned 
and accepted, "freely Ly bis grace throllgh the 
redemption that is ia Christ Jesus." 

Justification, therefore, ill the sense oC the 
Gospel, is the imputation or reckolling of right
eousness to sinful men. On God's part this is 
an act of mercy or gnu e; Christ amI his re
demptiolJ are a free gift; and therefol'eit is called 
.. the Righteousness of God," On the part of 
Christ it is a purchase; by bying down his pre
cious life, by making his own soul an offering 
for sin, he !Jas obtameo onr pardon and accept
ance; nnd therefore he is called" our Right
eousness." On OUT part it is nothing; Hothillg 
but a blessing received and elljo),cd-for we are 
"justijiedfl'cely by the grace or GOd"-llot hy 
any" work" of which mall might .. buast." 

But is there really such a thillg a~ this? Can 
God, who sees and J'udfTcs all thinrr~ /lsI ht',. v " 



are, account or pronounce a sinner righteous 7 
Through the redemption that is in Christ, and 
with reference to his righteousness and atone
ment, he can; he has given us the fll lIest assur
ance of it; it is the great doctrine of the Gospel, 
the peculiar blessmg of the new covenant. 
\Vhen Jesus was himself the preacher, he in
vited all-all in their actual state of sin-to 
" come" to him, and declared that they should 
" find rest for their souls;" that whosoever came 
he would "not cast out;" that "whosoever be
lieved" should" not be condemned," but should 
"have everlasting life." The Apostles were 
sent to "preach the Gospel to every creature;" 
and they preached the blessed truth, that every 
one who believed their message and avowedhi s 
faith by receiving Baptism in the name of Christ 
should certainly be saved; that in that Baptism 
his sins were washed away; that as soon as he 
believed God accepted him; that in ,considera
tion of what Christ had done and suffered, he 
was actually justified, and become a child of 
grace and of God. 

Nor was the freeness of this justification con
fined to the men of that first age of the Gospel: 
it belongs to all who shall ever have believed in 
Christ. Hence, when 8t. John in the Revela
tions, (chapter 7th,) " beheld (the) great mul. 
titude --of all nations and kind reds and tongues 
standing before the throne clothed in white 
robes," he is informed that" they" had" washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb." For, as the same Apostle states 
in his General Epistle "Jesus Christ the 'right
eous is the propitiation for our sins; and not for 



ours only, but alsO' fur the SillS of the· whole 
world." 

There is, it must be acknowledged, sO'mething 
very astunishing in this methud uf justificatiun. 
The mmd is amazed at the cuntemplatiun uf it, 
and hardly knO'ws huw to' admit the graciuus. 
truth. One thing huwever is fuund bearmg a 
resemblance to' it, and to' that St. Paul cum
pares it ;-the fall uf all mankind in Adam. 
But these twO' appuintments currespund; they 
belung to' the same system uf divineguvernment ; 
and the recuvery is happily as extensive as the 
lQss. " As by the Qffence Qf une (Adam, Qur 
commun father,) judgment came upun all men 
to' condemnatiQn (and deatil) ; even sO', by the 
righteQusness of one (J esns Christ, Qur commun 
Redeemer,) hath the free gift come upon all 
men untO' justification of life." Nay, the bles
sing far exceeds the curse; for" the blood 0'1' 
Christ cleanses frum all sin"-not merely frum 
that guilt uf uur first parent which pulluted Qur 
nature and subjected us all to death; but frQm 
the accumulated transgressiQns which we have 
uurselves cummitted, and by which we have de
served a heavier weight uf punishment; "fur 
the judgment was by une to' cundemnatiun, but 
the free gift is ufmany uffences untojllstificatiun." 

Thus we ubtain a full view uf justificatiun. 
Let us pruceed to' cunsider the nature uf that 
faith by means uf which we are justified. 

This might seem indeed to' wallt little expla
natiun. TO' believe in Christ is to' believe the 
Guspel, ur give credit to' what he and his Apus
tles taught. But there is a vast difference be~ 
tween a general assent, and the deep conviction 
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of truth which res\JLs fromcnreful <::ttt'nliun nnd 
enquiry. Brought IJP.in Christian coulltries, 
,ve L:arn the" Articles or Ollr Belief" by rotc, 
and often perhaps imagine ourselves believers 
because we haH; neVH considered the question 
" Arc these thiu!!s 50?" To this idle, heartless 
und unmeaninG" s~~rt of faith the justification of 
lhe soul and peace with God cannot be attached. 
'Tbose who have fll"OCC8ded no farther in religion 
have no no~jon of such ajustification as produces 
peace; tltey look forward \vilh a mixture or 
fear and hope to the judgment of the last day: 
and uncertain as to their actual state, enter
tain a vague idea t.h~t then the merits ufChrist 
may be found ofsorne avail. Tbis is that "dead" 
faith against which St. James saw cause to 
protest even in his own time; a faith which is 
ineffective, and, as he plainly warns bis readers, 
" cannot save" the soul. 

'1'0 believe in Christ, in the only sense ill 
which faith is worthy of regard, is to be fully 
persuaded on due consideration that the Gospel 
is d~vinely true, to embrace its doctrines, and to 
look to Christ as the only Saviour. It is to 
receive all the truths \vhich the Gospel teaches, 
but especially that peculiar and distinguishing 
truth, that" Christ died for our sins;" that he is 
"the Larnb ofGbel," the sacrifice and atonement 
for the sins of the'world. It is to trust in Christ, 
being satisfied tbat he is able to save; and to 
present ourselves before God, pleading in hum
ble confidence the merit of his pteciolls blood. 
They who thus believe are justified; they seek 
for paruon and acceptance through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Hnd they find it. 
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Many PCl"S,)l1S nrc o[fi:;lltleJ ~tt the doc!rin0 of 
"justificatiun by raitiJ," imGgining it. calculatod 
to encourage a vain confidellce, alld to open the 
door to a careless life. But ill truth nu doctrine 
could be more worthy of divilltl wisdom, or het
tel' adapted to the condition of mankiud. It 
cannot, when properly taught alld rc-)ceiv€u, be 
productive of any bad efrect, 011 t\yO accollnts : 
first, because faith in Chris!, sLlch as I have des
cribed, mllst always be accompanied by true 
repentance; and secondly, because it implie8 
obedience, the suhmission of the heart to GO(I'~) 
will in Christ, and the sincere disclHlrge ofci'cry 
duty. 

Faith, I say, must always he accompanied by 
true repentance. For in beEe'Ving Ch,'ist to be 
the Saviour of the world, \ve !Jelieve the whole 
world to have been involvetl in Sill, and needing 
deliverance; and in loolcini,! to him for OUi' own 
sal vat ion, we see and ackno\'Vleuge the sins which 
have made that salvation necessary to Hs,-wbich 
have exposed ttS to th(~ condemnation of God. 
"Ve consequently feel sorrow for sin, hatred of 
its malignity, anclan earnest desire to be rescued 
[i'om its evil power. 'Vitll such feelings the 
sinneT comes toChl'ist, but he comes to "sin 
no more." 

True faith also implies obedience, 01' the 
practice of Christian virtue. If indeed Christ 
were merely a deliverer from punishment-if 
the Gospel simply offered pardon and eternal 
life to believers, there migllt be room for ap
prehension; although even in that case faith 
would lend to prodllce a good life; it would be 
likely to "work by love," or gratitud~. to so 
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of a heavenly inheritance for which the pure and 
holy alone could expect to be fit. But this is a 
partial view. Christ appears in the Gospel as a 
complete Redeemer. He not only came to 
" give his life a ransom;" but he is the teacher 
of perfect virtue, and the.enjoinet· of the whole 
uuty of man: he holds forth every motive to the 
practice of universal goodness, and most so
lemnly .declares that they only who keep his 
commandments shall be finally admitted into his 
heavenly kingdom. Now every person who SIn

cerely believes in Christ will and must attend 
to these instructions and declarations; and, 
whi Ie he embraces with humble confidence the 
salvation, the free and immediate salvation, 
which the Gospel offers him ;-while he actually 
enters into a "state of salvation," and is at 
peace with God through the atoning death of 
the Redeemer; he feels himself bound by the 
strongest obligations-the authority of his 
Master, the will and command of his Lord, the 
promises and threatenings of his JUdge-to lead 
" a godly and a Christian life." 

The doctrine of justification by faith, even by 
faith only, is therefore safe; as it is unquestiona
bly the doctrine of the Gospel itself. ;But this 
doctrine is also "worthy of all acceptation," 
because it contains a singular excellence ;-it 
produces an effect much to be desired, which 
would hardly attend any other view of the di
vine government, any other kind. of covenant or 
scheme of salvation. It is "justification by 
f'lith" alone which communicates "peace" to 
the soul. 



The nature and value of this blessing re-
main now to be considered. . 

Peace, where there b·a8 been previous war, 
requires a reconciliation. "Christ," as the 
Apostle elsewhere says, "is our peace;" paving 
become the mediator between God and map, re
conciled divine justice to sinnel's by the atone
ment of his own blood, and thus opened the 

·way for our restoration to favor and friendship 
with God. When we believe in that reconcilia
tion, we enjoy "peace with God;" we regard the 
Most High as our friend; we love him, feel a 
happy confidence in him, and delight in the 
thought of pleasing him; we rejoice in his love, 
and in the hope of admission to his heavenly 
mansions, his eternal bliss and glory . 

. Such a " peace with God" is of the highest 
:value. It is at the same time the sweetest hap
piness which the soul can enjoy, and the best 
enco~rage:nent to a faithful perseverance in duty. 
It gives us that repose without which we are in
capable of any regular endeavours after holiness, 
and assures us that our labour shall not be in 
vain. It imparts moral strength and vigour 
to the soul; for "if God be for us, who shall 
beagainst us7" If he be our fl"iend and ally, 
what other power can prevail to ou.· disadvan-

. fage7 What is there which, in reliance on his 
AJniighty support, we may not fearlessly un
dertake and accomplish 7 

We ate not left however to the mere natural 
effect of a belief in our justification. To those 
who are justi§ed . God himself communicates 
peace. The Spirit of truth and holiness is their 
II comforter," and in this capacify it is his especial 

H 
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office to impart that "peace which surpassed) 
aU understanding." To this high privilege the 
Apostle refers when he says, "the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost;" and" much more, being justified by the 
blood of Christ, we shall be saved by his life." 
By the help of this Spirit the believer continues 
in a state of justification and peace. He is sup
ported in his conflicts wit~ sin, the world and 
the great adversary. He IS enabled to "hold 
fast the profession of his faith," and to "hope 
to the end." He struggles to overcome the in
firmities of his nature, daily seeks and obtains 
forgiveness for unavoidable failings, and endea
vours to " purify himself even as Christ is pure~" 
In short, "being made free fwm sin (as a ruHng 
power,) and become a servant to (;od he has 
(as the A postle expresses it) his fruit unto holi
ness, and the f!nd everlasting life." 

Such is the state, such are the inestimable 
blessings, to which we are cal1ed by the Gospel. 
But have we obeyed the call? Have we actu
ally entered into this state? Are these blessings 
in personal consciousness and enjoyment ours? 

They were known and enjoyed by those who 
first believed in Christ, as the pages of the New 
Testament and the voice of history abundantly 
testify. They were clearly understood by our 
venerable Reformers, and are fully attested by 
the Liturgy and Doctrines of our Church. 
Through the "mercy of the Lord" extending 
"from generation to generation," and "his 
righteousness unto children's children/' they 
have come down as an inheritance to ourselves. 

But an inheritance may not be asserted. 
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Ignorant of its value, or engrossed by other pur .. 
suits, the heir may suffer it to remain unclaimed 
and unoccupied. In OUl" infancy we, being the 
children of those who professed the faith, wen;, 
acImowledged as " children of the (New) Cove
nant," and received bv the Church as "members 
of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingoom of heaven." But we may have disre
garded our title, and left it to lie dormant. We 
may never have presented ourselves before God 
3S believers in Christ, and so may never have 
obtained the blessings of justification and peace. 
l\'lany, alas, who are born in Christian lands, 
thus pass their days; year after yeal' elapses 
without their discovering any vital regard for 
the Saviour; and when the time of their depar
ture comes, they have still to seek-if it may be 
allowed them then to obtain-" peace with God 
through the redemption of Christ." 

Their state is fearful. But" now is the accepta 
ed time, now is the day of salvation." Although 
we ought from our childhood to have grown up 
in the faith of the Gospel and the enjoyment of 
its privileges, it is not yet too late to be saved. 
These blessings are offered, freely offel'ed, to us 
all. We have only to believe with that true 
faith which leads us to forsake sin and devote 
ourselves to the service of Christ, and we shall 
surely be "justified" and" have peace with God." 

Some are probably anxious to learn 'What 
precise steps they should take, 'What specific acts 
perform, to enter into possession of their Chris
tian privileges. 

A determinate act was appointed by Christp 

and in the prim~tive Church wa.s performll(lL 
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amidst such 'circumstances as in most instances 
actually rendered it. an evidence of justifying 
faith. This was Baptism. a public and solem~ 
washing with water "in the name of the Father, 
Son and, Holy Ghost;" by which the convert 
declared to the world that he renounced all the 
defilements of his former state, and ~ntel~ed into 
the new and holy society of the Christian Church,. 
The circumstances. which almost always prove4 
the sincerity of the first converts, were .the diffi
culties. sufferings and dangers to which they 
exposed themselves by their profession. No 
sooner had a person been baptized in those days, 
than he found himselfan object of general hatre~ 
and persecution; and few were liI{ely to encoun
ter the trial, unless inwardly persuaded that" in 
Christ they should have peace." 

In the present day the case is different. N ei,
ther Baptism, nor any other mode of acknow
ledging a belief in lhe Gospel, exposes Cilento 
very painful consequences. Such an acknow-

'ledgment is rather necessary, in Christian cOQU
tries at least, to 001" worldly comfort. Although 
therefore it is undoubtedly right and obligatory 
to maintain and observe the ordinances of Christ. 
we cannot justly place confidence in these, as 
"evidences of the vitality of our faith and the safety 
of our spiritual condition. 

. What we have now to do, if we would enjoy 
pardon and peace, is rather private than public. 
It is akin to that worship which Christ enjoined: 
"'1'hou, when thou prayest, enter into thy clos~t, 
and shut the door." The .soul must draw nigh 
to God. pJeading the precious name and blood 
of the Redeemer, earnestly imploring forgiveness 
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end acceptancE', and giving itself up to God in 
Christ. Such an "entrance within the veil" 
will be manifested by a n€'w disposition and cha. 
racter, a holy and religious life; every sin will 
he forsaken. every duty zealously discharged. 
If not pl'cviously baptized, the believel' will 
submit to that Christian ritf', as the appointed 
entrance into the outwmd and \'isible Church; 
ifalready a professed alld acknowledged member, 
he will diligently attend the assemblies of lhe 
Church, avail himself of the several offices of the 
ministry, and become a partalwr of the Lord's 
supper, the sign and seal of communion wilh 
Christ. 

Let this course be taken in sincfTitv and eat'· 
nfstness, and the Uessin~s of I he Cov'enal1t will 
assuredly be OUl' own. For Christ is the same 
as in the days of old; and the Gospel is the 
dispensation of the grace of God, to continue un
changed until Christ shall come again. 





HOLY COMFORT. 
ACTS IX. 31. 

Walkillg in ~he fear of the Lord, and in the comjOl·e of tlte Holy 
Ghost. 

THIS description helongs to the Christians of 
the land of Israel a few years after the resurrec
tion of Christ and descent of the Holy Spirit. 
At the conclusion of the first persecution, when 
Saul the leading persecutor had been converted 
into a zealous propag<'l.tor of the Gospe], and the 
Jews were otherwise occupied,-" then had the 
Churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee 
and Samaria"-the three principal divisions of 
tbe land at that period, "and were edified" -. 
confinned and established in Christian truth; 
"and walking in the fear of the Lorn and il) the 
comiort of the Holy Ghost were multiplied"
new converts, being continually added to their 
members, and new congregations formed. 

The same description ought to have helonged 
to all the Churches in the world since the days 
of persecution have passed. Enjoying" rest" 
from outward enemies, we ought to be "built 
up in our most holy faith," and exhibit such an 
union of virtue and happiness as might attract 
continual accessions to our communion. In 
many instances it has been far otherwise; our 
religion has declined, rather than flourished, in 
the sunshine of worldly prosperity. The exam
ple however of the primitive Churches remains 
for our imitation. Let us set that example 
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continually before us, and endeavour to attain a 
just resemblance to it. 

The sacred historian describes in a very few 
words the course of life which those Christians 
pursued. and theb]essedness with which they 
were favoured. They" walked" or lived "in 
,the fear of God, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost." If we consider the two parts of this 
~escription, we shaH perceive a c10se connexion 
b~tween them; and inferences will follow, both 
Qf pr~ctical importance, and of the most conso]a. 
~tory nature. ' 

.. ,Thfl fear of the Lord" is a scriptural phrase 
. fQr true religion. It expresses that solemn re· 
,verence for the Almighty which pervades the 
p,iogs mind. Such a feeling must be produced 
jn every person who seriously thinks of God, ~nd 
mu~st remain as long as the Most High is actu
aUy present to his thoughts. ,For how can any 
(me reflect on the nature of the Supreme Being 
without the deepest awe'? He made us and all 

,lhe world, and on h,im 'we entirely depend for 
life al)dbreath and ~)) things. Should he for a 
~omel)t withdr~w his supporting hand, we fall 
int,o ,the, dus~ fr~m which he raised u's; should 
,Qurprovocations call forth his anger, the gl'ound 
might cleave asund~r under 01;11' feet, or the 
,lightn:ing~s . flash instantaneously burn us up. 
Jflife be preserved, how easily can he make it 
lVorfjleth;m dea\hits,elf~-afBicting Qur bodies 
~with~ ~~crucj~ting pains, or our minds with yet 
:JJ)pre ,i,lltolerable agonies! Nor is 'there nope, of 
.~~~i,lpe; for he is eternal, and can (if he think 
:flt). ttJ'p9S8 _ us ,to., everlasting punishment : he is 
·,'J~~l~ t~4~s~'rQ' both body and so1l1 in hell." 
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And thi~; /~. Lll:.; hi y and Eh\:i1,'11 God is one 
whom W~ lJavc re~;so;l to fcc""', }1'01' full ofbounty 
and goodness as he ccrt,-..inly is, hQ is neither 
indifferent to our conduct, nor incapable of in
l1icting even tho sC"Grf'8t punishments on his 
o;eaturcs. A l .'I' and just ruler of the world, 
he maintains bis govemm:::nt by pnl.1ishing the 
D'lli!ty 0\J iPH ns rc>Yardi!lg th0 good, 'IV e are 
all sL;;1~~rii~; nwrc or !:::Sc~ i:1 ti,e present state, 
h.cC:l~lS0 ',';0 ;'1,';:; fl~l inYGh~;d ill Siid ;-our nature 
being so corrupted i:l:lf. "thci'o is not ajus~ man 
1JPD;l c(~rt~l t::~)t d~Cib :~D!)·:J ~~~jI1 s:~:-~2th i10t~" 
I3l~t ',YC ;,~1'ie ,":1',);',:, U'l;Cj~ more, 10, arpt2~,:~;nd. in 
a flitL~r8 stntc; t-CC;)l~.3~~ t:;;\.--: t~-lC Sl~-:'S VVhlCll ,ve 
Gom:::it <IS i~},;;-,-:t;~1alJ ,:() i~,i~ ,~C;(,;;,1 i:1 general 
t'("-\l~'~l:"l-' 1""'1-:· J"'\"'~.r "l-"''''' ~ .... ~Y-"r"'j.,...,,","\' " t I \,",0. l,:d J .L," ,,1 \v.) ,;,ul'J "'''","V .. ceS) 0 )C 

11;'~)11;;ht t:) ;c;::co::nt; Dnc1 \';:~ :1:';) ns::~rcd th<lt 
., Go" y\,;\1 ;~r;'~'-.' ,~ .. ,'T'· 1'1'01':- :nl r'; J'",(l('1m""')~ ,,,;d1 d .:t .... '--' ~t,...., '-- j ...... V.t u. 1 .. u tcv U1bll. ...... 11 t, \''I)'.l\.1 

£>""1'" ~ec'""!" tj,;',)O' ,:';1.,,,,1'0," i'· ~J:' r'-oo,l 0" \"l"C 
'V ,,'- ) ~ I. <t,,_ • " ~ I ~ ;::,' \- 0\.1: ..... ' t Ii.!! 'I.... ~ L i\.~ '---' b ... .t ( ,1. -

tl1e1' it be m';]," 
, BlltGod l~},; '~I';en "3 n ja',y, Tll8 ~u;Jstance 

Qf it is written 'in tila l1eai:<:s of aU \iH.'ll; and 
(herder:; c',-ery m:m on C;Lr;.:l, :;:;;11,"; comleml1ed 
by his own cons.c.:cl1ce, must trerIlble, if he ever 
sBi'10usly thi;:;:5:, at t:El th::ltl;;lit of God's dis-
.-,1"''-'''''1'''' In 0";' fTol y s',cr;""""'''''' th:" 1'1'" J:'" t/1LL,--I~ L '-. ........u., ~_ ~:t-/ .... lAi'~ ',,-,oJ • ..,. 1: 11 ~ 

pbinly \,HiUen nn~l fdly unf:Jj·ded: we arc ex
pressJY,told ,vhat is God's .-.ill, and "what sort 
of persons we o1_';:,ht to be in aU holy conversa
tion and godliness." i' ... ::iJ when Vie judge our
selves by Goers commandments, we discover 
aiarmi"g defects find transgressions; we·, find 
that in '.'8;-Y mnny instances we have done amiss 
and dealt Y;'-l\;k;xlly; . and when the outward ac
tion may not have been grossly off cl1sive, we feel 
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an oppressive weight within-" another Jaw in 
our members, warring against the law of ou'r 
mind (and conscience,) and bringing us into 
captivity to the law of sin." The inevitable ef
fect is fear-fear of future and eternal wrath. 
We know that God cannot approve and justify 
such characters as we feel ourselves to be, and 
we consequently look forward with dt'eadful ap
prehension to our appearance before his judgment 
seat. 

Relief indeed is found in the mercies of God. 
All men are supported by some hope of forgive
ness, but the Gospel of Christ affords ground 
for sure and steady confideilce. " There is now 
no condemnation to them that are in Christ J e
sus." Through the ever-blessed Redeemer it 
has pleased God to assure us of salvation, if we 
believe in him and keep his commandments. 
And those " commandments are not grievous;" 
although they contain the whole duty of man, 
although they are the same with the law of our 
nature and the etemalla w of God, still they do 
not oppress the believing soul, because help
uivine help-is proviued. "The law of the Spirit 
of life makes him free from the law of sin and of 
death." Thus, if we are Christians indeed, we 
are delivered from tormenting fears; but there is 
a "fear of the Lord" which still remains. It is 
that to which the Apostle refers in the exhorta
tion-" Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling-for it is God which worketh in 
you." The very consideration of God's un
bounded goodness fills the soul with the most 
awful reverence. The Christian reflects upon 
himself as "God's workmanship, created in 
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Christ unto good works." He trembles when 
he thinh:s in whose hands he is,-for what pur. 
pose God has taken him in hand,-and what is 
the work to be done. His fear is, not so much 
Jest he should be condemned for his trangres. 
sions-for the Gospel assures him that he has 
passen from death to life, and is actually ad. 
mitted to a state offavonr and acceptance ;-but, 
lest he should "receive the grace of God in 
vain,"-lest he should withstand and counteract 
the purpose of divine mercy,-lest he should 
(after all) "corne short of the glory of God." 

Such a fear is highly salutary. It tends to 
the best effects; it makes us watchful, active, 

. humble and devout. It is a filial and a holy 
fear; exciting us to act as it becomes the chil
dren of God, and to follow that "holiness
without which no man can see the Lord." It 
" keeps us in the love of God," and maintains 
and invigorates our faith and hope. In con· 
junction with those motives it produces a Chris
tian life-leading us to "be stedfast, immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord." It 
is the principle which immediately directs our 
attention to practical godliness, and therefore 
rightly stands, in the New Testament as well as 
the Old, for vital religion in general. 

In this" fear of the Lord" the primitive Church
es "walked;" and, as a fit and natural accompa
niment, they enjoyed "the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost." 

"The comfort of the Holy Ghost" comprises 
all the happiness which Christianity communi~ 
cates to the human soul. The Gospel is very ge
nerally foretold by the Prophets as a consolatory 



dispensation, 2nd tt:e n103t peculiar 1l~::l~e by 
which the Jews from of cld k~vc distitt;;uislwd 
the Messiah, is" the Com(0:'~cr." The" just 
and devout" 2t the tirne of ellr r;a':iour's birth, 
were "waiting for the consolation of Israel." 
And great was the consolation v;llich Jesus 
brought, by hIs wC:lderful \vod~s ot mercy alld 
benevolence, oy die !l~('ckr,Gss and ;:;ci}tlencss of 
!:is deportment, and by the blcG~'?d ;)t",suranccs, 
encouragements ~!id prorpiscs of Lis doctrine. 
But to his disciples, affiicted at the prospect of 
losing their Gl~~~rdi:H1 and guide, he promises :1 

yet greater blessing to result (rom his departure 
to Heaven ;-" ANOT1'{EIl COIl1:'.'ORTER," who 
should "abide with thcm for ever," c:nd more 
th::m con:pensr,te ftlr h:s bodily a!Jsencc-" cv(>n 
the Spirit cf Tn~th." 

"The cOfr.fort of ill a r:01y Ghost" is best un
ac;'StOOd-3t le::st mo.)' l;e host csplnined-by 
considerii1;r, tlmt which llie disciples enjoyed 
""hile Christ W:lG present Wiib them. I"or it is 
of the S::Hr',C n::;tm'(', wi!h this f!;1[.de c;':ccTlion
that what Jesus did ont\\'['f'clly, U that the Spirit 
docs imnnlly; or (morc strictly speaking) wllRt 
Jesus commu:)oic,tctt to (he soul lhrol'o~h the ho
dily senses, tk.t the fspirit. leads the soul to oh
tain by all the means of grace and divine truth. 
For here we HHlst di~;tin,'2·tlish betweerl the mi. 
raculous gifts of the Si~irit and his ofi]ce of 
comforter. Those gifts we:-e p{'rtial-the A pes. 
tles and some only of the f1r:·t disciples were 
endow(?d wit h them; but "t he comfort of the 
Holy Ghost" is 'Unirersal-i~ is the privileac cf 
all Cburcl~es :tnd of e\u")' lll:::::hcl', 'flwsc ~"ifts 

~ t, 
\ye;~G tcrnpo~,,;-'rt,'.--thoy sca!-c(;J), ~'orr,trnucd after 
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tl 'c 1~',,! of L'l,,, ,\ ",'w'lc"" bl't t't;L' j'" 'I'''''''''/'I'''l Jo ' ... , ~ oJ ~ ~ II ..... ~ .... h l' V ... ' ... .~." • , ..... ., IJ f, J '. L t l ,~l --

It v::,s to " ~,L.;de alw~ys even to th~ e~d or the 
,~'c;·U." 'fhose gifts were im:!;!~·tcd for (( }J1l1'

tinrZn)' p~~i'pc:-:c-to cO:ll,plete the ext~~rnal 1'0\'0-
h-;io:J of tl;' t~c .. v Covenant, and cstabli::;h the 
Cb-:St!~111 Cln::'ch; but this is the g~'ecJt }J7'O'l'nisc 
of th~t C\"':C:1;:1:'~, to be en.ioyed by tbe Church, 
''''(} p,,,,,,,I;I,,!,, ,:1". c',no'("F'f"I';"';" bl0<'s';"o' alld <:....... L'J.1, j\.,t,I.L,->..- L') .~·lll ~'-ll .,j~l'-' C,--' t •• o , ( 

,!i:,~:rte:ion fl'O'~1 the :mue!ic','ing world. 
'tY !:a~ the:1 \\,:1S t:!C comfort which the disci

pies enjoyed in the immcdiatcprcscnceofChrist? 
it was th:s, tbt dwy h~d Cod present wit:~ 
therl.l-prescnt in Lis power, his wisdom, his ho .. 
Encss, ~;nd h:s ['i,en::\'; ::md so ~~LUr!<13I1t was thn 
n:crcv. tl:::~ "tIce,," were not consumed," but . . 
lo ... :nd ti:cwsc!n's s~:fc ~~:;cl hnpnv in tlwt awful 
p,·,'sel1cC'. Christ was theil" Ah~ight)' p:-otector, 
their \',ise instruct,~;·, t!lei;' bolr 'Inonitor, their 
HhTc':C:11 shephcl'd, gl'urdian al~d guide--ill one 
v,ord t ~!cir Lord and /~'at'iow·. Such then i:-; 
the Holy Splrit to the souls that enjoy his 
"cornfort." Be is God present in theIr minds: 
.-tt:c PO\',';:;:', wisdom, holiness and grace of Goo 
"Liding with thc:;~, to prescne tbem from e\'il, 
instruct tl:cm in righteousness, admonish them 
of danger, and conduct them to salvation. H(~ 
docs not now make any new revelation, because 
that were unnecessary. Sufficient 'was long 
since revealed by Christ and his Apostles; but 
l!e "opens the hCfn,t to attend" to the "word" 
once "spoken by the Lord and confirmed by 
those who heard him;" he " enlightens the oyes 
of the understamlmg, to Imow the hope" which 
is set before us, the rich and glorious inberit
ance of the saints, the great love wherewith God 
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• has loved them, and the nature of the salvation 
which his grace has provided; he inspires faith, 
producIng a firm belief in the precious truths of 
the Gospel, and a stedfast trust in God's pro
mises through Christ; he melts the soul in pe
nitence, warms it with love, animates It with 
hope, and prepares it for heaven. By leading 
it to reflect upon itself, to observe the change 
which has taken place in its disposition and chao 
racter, and to compare itself with the commands 
and promises of the Gospel, he gives it the happy 
persuasion that it has really passed from death 
to life :-he " bears witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God" and the heirs of 
immortal bliss. Thus he comforts us under 
every trial and affliction, "keeps us from fall. 
ing," and safely conducts us to our final home 
-the" mansions of our Father's house." 

Some persons doubt whether the influence of 
the Holy Spirit is actually experienced in the 
present day; they are inclined to think his pecu
liar presence and comfort to have been confined 
to the first age of the Gospel. But if they would 
carefully peruse and consider the promises of 
Christ, and the language of the A postles on the 
subject, they would surely find themselves com. 
pelled to adopt a different view. 

Others are not satisfied without sensible ma
nifestations of the Spiries presence. 'rhey ei
ther persuade themselves that they receive these 
in secret voices, or strong impressions, or per. 
haps in dreams and visions; or they are distressed 
with anxious expectations of things of that des~ 
cription. The Holy Spirit may sometimes act 
upon the soul hy such means; for he certainly 
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can employ any means which are not evil in 
themselves, or unsuitable to our nature. Ge
nerally however I believe his suggestions aI"e 
not perceptible; that is, are not to be immedi
ately distinguished from the operations of our 
own minds. But they are not the less real; and 
although gentle, gradual, and silently commu
nicated, may ·still be certainly known by their 
nature, tendency and effect. The soul is "sanc
tified by the truth" of God, and in that sanctifi
eat ion ~njoys "the comfort of the Holy GhostU 

-the blessed assurance of an union with Christ, 
a deliverance from all evil, and a final admission 
to the glory of God. 

And now we see the close and inseparable 
connexion between" the fear of God and the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost." They are connect
ed now as they were in the primitive Churches. 
No man can enjoy the comfort of the Holy Ghost 
unless he lives in the filial fear of God, and every 
man who so lives is entitled. to look for that in
valuable blessing. They are connected, by the 
promise and goodness ofGocl, if not strictly as 
cause and effect, yet certainly in the way of 
service and reward. "If ye love me," said 
Christ, "keep my commandments-and -I wiII 
pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
comforter." "Repent and be baptized," was 
Peter's exhortation, "in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission ofsins"-in other words, 
sincerely and avowedly embrace the religion of 
Christ-" and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost." "And we," he declared on ano
ther Qccasion, "are his witnesses" -witnesses 
to 1he exaltation and saving power of Christ-
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"and so also is the Holy Ghost whom G~J hal~, 
(fiven to them that obey him." Repentance and 
fuith indeed, and every act ano feeling of religion, 
proceed in some sense from a divine il1Euence; 
but "the comfort of the Holy Ghost"-tbe pe
culiar blessing and privilege of l:V~ faithful-;s 
given to those only who have aire'Hly believed, 
and are" ,..,aIking in the fear of God." 

\VouJd we then enjoy this jl~tst;mable pri'l'i
I13ge? The way to its aHairm:cnt i~, plainly set 
hefore us. It is to lead a truly religious life. 
H is to Jive as if \ve were ahvnys in GOcl\; prrc:
sene('. It is to i'ememher him in alL tiJings, ~I:'''l 
to devote ourscives to his service, It is to rnB
ditatc upon his trath, to study his ;-,ill, to caH 
upon him in earnest prayer. to hold communion 
with Christ and his (:hui'ciJ, to renOUllce und 
jorsal~c oyery s;llful and dangerous prac~icc, and 
10 regulate our thoughts <md ,vords and actions 
hy the rule of God's c'ommanclmen:s. Let us 
DO 'j' Hi ~,-afj{l "the comfort of ;,JlC Holy Ghost" 
,,-ill surely be imp~rted to us. \-Ve shall find 
c,!;'selvcs supported, strengthened and chc<E'red 
in our conrse. We shaH enjoy a peace which 
the world cannot give. ,"Ye sh~:l "find rest for 
our 80 .. :18." 

But; some there D.re wbo look for this rest and, 
do not find it. They appear to be " walking in 
the fear of God"-probably think that they really 
do so-and yet they know not "the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost ;" they are depressed and af
flicted, and "go mourning all the day," as if 
their Lord had "left them comfortless." If 
tho), do not decei\'e others or themselves, if they 
really are God's faithful and devoted sorvants, 
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LtG :tC"Lltuuon IS l:~)t. reaL '-,,-'Il.:,:)' ~,:l\',-' ine"w y 
~)pirit fOl' their t;u:a,'(\i:mmd GlJ('}~; although, 
t'01' some reUSOD, w;,;ch firm '-c\'l?:1PS cannot dis~ 
cover, they arc not at I're;;r;nt, ~'l1al;led to rejoice 
m his comfi.)l't. Thoy arc "k0pt by the rOWel' 

of God throl1gh fnith unto salvation-though 
now for a seJ::;,,;:1 they may be in heaviness," 
Let them penK'\'Cre :md "hare to the end :"
the clouds mRy be dispelled, ,md the light of the 
Lord shine UF,)n them; and should it not be so, 
it is imp~ssibL' illrtt they should finally "losfl 
their reward," 

It behoves m; however car~rllHy to c:\mnine 
ourselves. Are W2 really " wal!;;t~,g m the fear 
of the Lord?" Are we his true and f:'lithfui 
servants? Do we set him continually before us, 
and live as ifhe were present with onf souls ~ Do 
we worship him in spirit and in truth? Do we 
pay serious attention to his ho1y word, endea
vouring to become well acquainted ''lith his ,'viII 
and the way of salvation? Do we frequent the 
assemblies of his people? Do we partake of 
the ordinances of his Church-especially of that 
blessed sacrament which is the appointed sign and 
seal of spiritual communion with Christ? Do 
we resist every temptation and inclination to evil, 
and bring all we do to the test of Christian duty ~ 
If we fail in any of these respects, we ol]~ht not 
to wonder at our want of comfort. We deprive 
ourselves of it-we grieve the Holy Spirit, and 
must 'expect to find grief and distress in our
selves. And this, I believe, is the principal, if 
not the only, reason why sq little of spiritual 
comfort appears to be enjoyed in the present 
sf [II.' of <;Hll' Churches, Our religion is partial 

1{ 
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and defective. We have oC,casionally a feal' of 
God, but we are not constantly" walking in that 
fear." "He" then "that hath an eRr, let him 
hear what the Spirit" long since" said unto the 
churches-To him that ovc1'corneth will I give 
to eat of the hidden manna :-As many as I 
love, 11'ebttke and chasten. Be zealous there
fore and repent. Behold I stand at the dool' 
and knock: if any man hear Illy voice and open 
the dool', I will come in to him and will sup 
with him, and he with me." 



ELECTIO~. 

1 TIIE~S. I. 4. 

Knowing, brelhren beloved, your election nf God. 

THE doctrine of Divine Election has been 
the subject of so much contention among Chris
tians, that a considerate person feels himself 
bound to speak of it with the greatest caution, 
Since however Christ and his Apostles saw 
reason to teach this doctrine, and since all who 
read or hear the Holy Scriptures will of course 
form some opinion concerning it, it evidently be~ 
comes the duty of a Ch"istian Minister to en
deavour to lead his congregation to a Tight opi
nion: to guard them at least against errors; 
which may appear of dangerous consequence; 
and establish them securely in the great prin
ciples of the" faith once delivered to the saints," 

Actuated by such considerations, I no\,y un
dertake to explain to you, as far as I am enabled 
to discern the truth, what the Gospel really 
teaches respecting our" election of God." And 
this I shall attempt to do, not by authoritatively 
pronouncing that this or that is to be believed; 
still less by general reasoning independent of 
express testimony; but by simply and candidly 
" searching the Scriptures," and appealing to 
your own judgment in the interpretation of them. 

You are probably all aware that the doc
trine of our "election in Christ" is generally 
deduced from certain passagos in the A postoli
cal Epistles. Paul, Peter, James and John ali 
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speak of believer.::: in Christ <is tl~o:oc WhOill GiJd 
had elected or choscn out of the world.' And 
many persons seem to {alw such e;{pressions, as 
if their §cnse was to be determined by the par
ticular passages in vlhich they occur. It strikes 
me however at once, on referring to those pas. 
sages, that they contain a language with which 
the persons addressed were previously familiar. 
The A postles do not be,8,'in to teach their Chris. 
tian brethren that they were tice " elect of God," 
but they address them as those who a;ready 
knew themselves by that peculiar designation. 
In the lst Epistle to tlw Tlwss::donians, \,I:ich 
is probably the first of dl which St. 1';"111 wrote 
to Christian ChU:·C~~2.3, he docs not under
take to instruct them in the nature of Election, 
but (as if the word readily and naturally occur
red) remarks tb;:',t he "knew tlIeir dection of 
God." In the s::',mc manner Bt. Peter address
es his first Epistle to the "elect strangcrs'5 
throughout v:uicus countrios. !,][!i(] St. Johil 
writes to a pious individual as nil " elect lady," 
and communicates the gr('eting of her "elect 
sister." 

It might be suggested indeed ;Jj;~,t the A. postIes 
had previously taught the doctrine of Election 
in their discourses to the persons whom they 
thus addressed. And this J.cir'U certainiy lmve 
been the fact (in soane cases rn~~st probably was) 
although such instruction \;;-:s not been recorded 
hy St. Luke in the Acts of the A postle5. 

It happens however that the idea is much 
more ancient. H The elect" are mentioned in 
the Gospels: ;.nd f!:af in ~'o('h r: i),armer, iI,:; to 
::d~"w th1l.t th-· f.{~i·m W~f. in pr:"-i01]S '/F;p. Our 



t::1Ui3nl U .. !','IUdi' faAuihai Iv c'iqlu'} v~\ it Ott t,c· 
vcral o{'casio;,s. "ShaH not Gud," lie a:,)l<.'~ 
(Lu!~c .\. VIII. '7,) "avenge hi" own dect, whicl, 
try day and night unto him'!" He foretols the 
( c.:,j~jillg of impostors, who ::;liOuld " seduce, if it 
,'\-"ore possible, even the clect." (l\'Iark XH1.22.) 
8pc~king of tile atnictions which were about to 
bctal the J en-s, he says, "Except those days 
should be shortened, thero should no flesh be 
:':H'ed; out for the elect's salre (St. Mark adds 
"whom he hath chosen,") he hath shortened the 
days." And dt~scribing the consequences of 
that tribulation, he savs, "the Son of man shaH 
':cnd his angels with a "great sound of a trnmpet, 
and they shall gatber together his elect from the 
four winds." Now, ~:;lthotlgh I 'vill not say that. 
the meaning of the word might not be inferred 
frorn other djscoursesof our Saviour, it appears 
to me perfectly plain that he adopted it when 
already in use. If therefore we find the Jewish 
sense of the term" elect"-that I mean in v,hich 
the Jews of our Saviour's time would have been 
1ikely to use it ;-then I conceive we have its 
true meaning, as used by Cbrist in his disoolJfse 
to Jewish disci pIes. 

Now the Jews were vcry likely to have this 
term in usc, because it is frequently used in the 
sacred writings of the Old Testament. 

'We find it there applied to the whole nation 
of Israel. 'l\ioses, (Deut. VII. 6.) David, 
(Psalms CV. ,g:., CVL) and the Prophets in 
many places speak of tbe nation as "chosen" 
(or elect,) "chosen of the Lord," "chosen to 
lw a special and a holy JHwple to hin10cl f ," 

"y,,- f~ find it ::lpplicd ah·:o to particular p~r~on;.; 



lOr families in Israel whom it pleased God to 
choose for especial purposes. Thus Moses and 
Aaron are spoken of as " chosen" -the .one to 
he the prince of Israel, the other th3 priest. 
Thus the tribe of Levi are described as "chosen" 
for the service of the sanctuary. Thus" Saul," 
in the first instance, was "the man whom the 
Lord did 'choose" for Israel's king; and after 
Saul had been rejected for disobedience, "he 
refused" s~ysthe Psalmist (LXXVIII. 6,7,&c.) 
"the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose not the 
tribe of Ephraim, (for the ruling portion of the 
nation;) but chose the tribe of Judah, the mount 
Zion which he loved: he chose David also his 
servant-to feed Jacob his people and Israel his 
inheritance." Of this choice the Lord is repre
sented as speaking in another Psalm (LXXXIX. 
;:;, &c.) "I have made a covenant with my 
chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, 
Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up 
thy throne to all generations." In the same sense 
the Prophpt proclaims the fulfilment of this pro
mise in Christ-the chosen of God: (Isaiah 
XLII. 1, &c.) "Behold my servant whom I 
uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth ! 
I have put my Spit'it upon him; he shall-bring 
forth judgment unto the Gentiles." 

There is yet a third sense in which we find 
the term employed in the Old Testament. It 
occurs in the prophetic description given by 
Isaiah in his two last Chapters, of the rejection 
of the greater part of the Jewish nation, and the 
adoption by God of anothcr people, composed 
of a chosen lJa1't of the Jews, togethcr with a 
multitude collected from among the Gentiles, 
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" Thus saitb the Lo1'u, As the new wine it:; fount! 
in the cluster, and olle saltb, 'Destroy it not, 
for a blessing is in it,' so will I do for my ser· 
vant's sake, that I may, not destl,'oy them all : 
and I'lDill bring furth (t seed out of Jacob, and 
out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains; and 
mine elect shall inherit it, and iii!) servants shall 
dwell there; and Sharon shall be a fold of flocks. 
and the valley of Achor a place lor the herds to 
lie down in, Jor my people tlwt ha't'e sought me. 
But ye (the rest of Israel) are they that forsake 
the Lord-therefore will I Humber you to the 
sworc~, and ye shall all bow down to the slaugh
tel'; because when I called ye did not an
swer, &c.,-anJ ye sha.,llleave your name for a 
curse unto 11l!) chosen,. for the Lord God shall 
slay thee, and shall call his servants by ~mother 
name :-fo1' bebold I create ll'.;ii heavens and a 
n.ew earth, &c.,--anu mine elect shall long Cil

joy the work of their hands :-they are the seed 
of the LlesseJ of the Lord and their offspring 
with thenl :-1t shall come that I will gather all 
'ltations and tongues, and they shall come and 
see my glory; And I will set a sign among 
them; and I will send those that escape of them 
unto the nations-to Tarshish, Pul and Lud, 
that draw the bow-to Tubal and Javan-to 
the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, 
neither have seen my glory, and they shaH de
clare my glory among the Gentiles; and they 
shall bring all YO'ur brethren for an oJfering 
unto the Lm'd out of all nations :-etnd I will 
also take of them for Pl'iests and for Levites, 
saith the Lord." 

It is, I conceive, to this last usage of "Elect" 
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and its i{inJred tel'ms, that Christ in tbo first place, 
and after him the Apostles, allude when thoy 
apply those terms to the mernbers of the Chris
tian Church. The Jews found their fhthers, 
and from them their whole nation, representc;! 
as the chosen of God-his peculi:;,r people Dn tlu~ 
earth ;--they found individuals mHl fll.milie3 sc
lected from among themselYes to fill especial 
offices, and one individual foretold, to arise frem 
the family of their chosen n: ings, who should lJe 
in a preeminent degree that chosen one in whum 
Jehovah 1vould delight ;-and they found an dect 
people equally foretold. Those who should fcar 
the word of the Lort!, and obey the voice of lhis 
his chosen servant, selected out of Israel in the 
first place, and then associating to themseives a 
vast nu:nber of congenial characters ont of aU 
nations, to whom the peculiar privileges of Israel 
with all the blessings promised by the Prophets 
should eventually be transfet'l'ed. When there
fore they heard Jesus speak of the elect whom 
Gael would regnrd, who would not be deceived 
by the false Christs and Prophets, nor perish in 
the destruction of Jerusalem, would they not at 
once understand him to mean his faithful disci. 
pIes among the Jewish people? When they 
heard him spenk of his elect to be gathered f1,(jm 
the four 'winds, would they not-at least ought 
they not-to havennderstood him to signify those 
who would heal' God's word and receive the 
Gospel among the various nations of the world? 
And when the Apostles, after Jews and Gentiles 
were united in one Church, addressed them al
together as " the elect of God," 'would they not 
be naturally understood to refer to the prophecies 
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which pl'edicte(l F:uc:! an union, and tlw fOI'ma
tion of such n "chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people?" 

It may howevel' he observed, and the obser
vation is just, that Christ and the Apostles ex
tend the idea of election much farther than this. 
Theycertainly in some passages refer to the choice 
which God had made" from before the founda .. 
tion of the world ;" and they speak of those who 
are its objects as "chosen to salvation," and 
"predestinated to eternal life and glory." They 
lead us in fact to contemp1ate the grand scheme 
of Divine Providence, which origi-n:lting in the 
eternal love and wi~.dom of God, will have its 
consummation in the Gternal world. Such a plan 
there unquestionably must be, and the almighty 
powel' and perfect knowledge of God will even
tualIy conduct it to completion. 

But how is the reference made to this divioe 
and eternal system? Does our Blessed Lord. 
or does any of his inspired Apostles, speak of it 
as an absolute election of certain individuals, 
involving what has sometimes been called irre~ 
sistible grace, and excluding all fear of their 
"falling away?" They give sufficient assurance, 
undoubledly, to those who belong to the actual 
elect of God. "My sheep," says Christ, "hear 
my voice; and I know them, and they follow 
me; and I give unto them eternal life, and the}' 
shall never perish." "Whom he called," says 
St. Paul, "them he also justified; and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified." Thus are 
Christians encol1raged, when likely to be dis
heartened by tho afflictions of the world, or to 
feel therriselves lost amidst surrounding impiety: 

L 
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frum all sue:l C;Il_i~CS offc:).!' :~r:d distress they arll 

hod tu take refuge in God, who" ImOWelh them 
that arc his;" they arc ,,~surcJ that" all things" 
will be made to " \VorL together for their good," 

But who ure thus encouraged and assured1 
"Vhom does the New Testament ?'ccognise as 
God's clect? Our Blessed Lord most plainly 
nn~ satisfactorily C'xtends this recognition to all 
who should" believe in his name" and "keep 
his wOI'd;" and the Apostles therefore addressed 
all Christians, all those who professed the faith 
of Christ and were found within his Church, by 
the sume appellation. Nor do they employ the 
name as a mere title: they speak, with manifest 
sincerity and earnestness, of the real election of 
every member of the Church. Thus in one 
place St. Paul tells the Thessalonian COl1\'erts 
that he "knew thei r election?" And ho IV Jid 
he know it? Because, when he had himself 
preached the Gospel among them, they had 
.. received it as the word of God." But do they 
therefore encourage all those whom they ad. 
dress to cast away fear? Do they intimate 
no apprehension lest they should lose their high 
:"od hlessed privilege? On the contrary their 
Epistles are full of admonition, wanting and 
eareftil direction. \V ith respect to these very 
Thessalonians, our Apostle says he had been 
fearful "lest the Tempter might have tempted 
them, and his labour been in vain." And indeed 
the practical bearing of all their addresses to 
their fellow Christians corresponds with St. 
Petel"s express exhc=-tation, "Wherefore the 
rather, Brethren, give diligence to make your 
milling and election sure; for if ve do these 
thin!!:.'; ve shall ncrer fall." 

• < 



And hero I thinl~ wo nHly discern the root or 
their error, who bave blended either ancient fa
talism or nl0dern necessity with the Christian 
doctrine of Predestinate Election. Is it 110t to 
be found in the unconscious substitution of hu
man weakness for divine omnipotence? 'V c 
feel ourselves incapable of foreseeing events. 
unless they are absolutely fore-determined; and 
this imperfection of ollr limited nature we tacitly 
attribute to the infinite and almighty God. But 
the perfection which the Holy Scriptures claim 
for the Divine Being is supreme and incompa
rable, as well in knowledge as in power. \Vhile 
HE could crcate free or independent agents, HE 

could also foresee the course which those agents 
,yould pursue. He has pt'edetermined to do 
whatever he does; but this predestination in
volves ,no violation of the fi'ee agency ... "hich ho 
may have thought fit to communicate to any or 
his creatures. ,\Vith them he has determined 
from all eternity to act on the invariable prill
ciples of goodness, justice and truth. And this. 
determination of the Eternal Mind, embracing 
all created intelligences, with every circumstance 
and event which can befal them, constitutes that 
Divine Predestination on which Election it: 
properly and necessarily founded. It ensures, 
unquestionably, the final and complete accom
plIshment of " the eternal purpose," which om
niscient wisdom distinctly percClves and antici
pates through a1l the contingencies of time; but 
it destroys not the liberty of any rational crea
ture. It is an adamantine rock on which" the 
faith of God's elect" should assuredly repose; 
but it affects not their actual election, their 
prl;sl'nt state, or individurtl prospects. The:', nnd 
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they alone, have just cause to consider themselves 
elect, who discover those moral qualities of piety 
and virtue, of which the Most High has declared 
his certain and unalterable approbation. 

Are therefore all who call themselves Chris
tians entitled to the glorious name of God's 
elect 1 Pl'ecisely as far as they are entitled to 
the name of Christians. But, as the Apostle 
remarks with sorrow, that all "were not Israel 
who were of Israel," so I fear we must acknow
ledge that all are not Christians who outwardly 
belong to the Church. 'rho Apostles in fact 
have unequivocally intimated that the time w:ould 
be, when the visible Church could not be gene
rally identified with the election of God. Even 
in their own day a "mystery of iniquity" "vas 
working, and some persons they were themselves 
constrained to pronounce unworthy of" the holy 
name whereby th8Y were called." But fal' more 
"perilous days" were "coming;" -daysin which 
there should be atl awful" fal1ing away" from 
the truth and holiness of Christianity, and a 
"man ofsin"-a "sou ofperdition"-exalted to 
the highest seat in "the temple of God ;" days 
in which "men"-.evidently men bearing Chris
tian names-should be plunged in all kinds of 
immorality, "having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof." Ij'rom such St. 
Paul directed Timothy to "turn aw~y;" absurd 
and preposterous it were to apply to such cha~ 
racters the title of God's elect. In the Reve
lations therefore, wbich delineate the progressive 
state of the Church until the consummation 
of all things, a distinction, a broad and awful 
distinction, is maLIc between them) and the "call~ 
ed, chosen and faithful" followers of. "the 
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L~!Hlb." These alone, \\c arc solemnly fore. 
warned, t hall find their "Ilames written in the 
book of life." And indeed the proverbial remark 
which OiU Saviour made respecting the Jcwi~h 
people has since become but too justly applica
cable to nations professing Christianity-that 
" ma.ny are called, but few chosen." 

The practical inferences from the subject are 
ubvious and big!!ly important. 

'Ve are all-all whose minds are awakened to 
a due sense of religion-anxious to ascertain 
our own state-to know whether we belong to 
the number of God's elect. There is nQ great 
difficulty ill deciding the question, if we will but 
judge ourselves by the plain rules \"hich tho 
Gospel supplies. The A postlc knew the election 
of the Thessalonians, Lecause they had" become 
followers of him and of tbe Lord:" So-if we 
bear the same character, if we have sincerely 
embraced that Gospel which Christ and his 
A postles preached, and if our fait h, under the 
sanctifying power of tbe Holy Spirit, has actu
ally- produced the fruit of a holy life-we may 
certainly know our own election. Thus then let 
us examine ourselves-thus form our judgment 
of our actnal state and future prospects. 

Many are afflicted with distressing fears that 
they may not at last be found among the elect. 
But the Gospel is highly encQuraging. If we 
have now the marlis of God's election, we aTe 
certainly the objects of his love and care; we 
are taken under his protection; and his almighty 
power is engaged to assist oUf{mdeavours, " help 
our infirmities," and "keep us from falling." 
On this power we may safely rely, assured that if 
we humbly cOllfide in it, and sincerely endeavour 
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to 1/ walk with God," no other p:w;er ~hnlI 
prevail to our ruin, 01' pluck us out of our Hea
venly Father's hanel. There is not, if I have 
read the Scriptures aright, r>.ny nbsoillto and ir
reversible decree; but God is l!llChangeable, 
and it is his purpos~ and intention to bring his 
children to glory. fft! 

But for those who have not tho-marks ofillvino 
election-for the unbelieYing and disobedient
for those who reject or disregard the word of 
God-for the profane and irreligious, the im
moral and licentious-for those who are destitute 
of the love of God or man-how dreadful is the 
inference which forces itself upon us! Repro
bated by any eternal predestination indeed they 
have not been-for God" is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to re
pentance;" but actually reprobate, rejected, and 
unworthy of everlasting life they undoubtedly 
are in their present condition; and should they 
continue in their state of alienation from God, 
they will not, cannot be admitted into his glori
ous kingdom. Oh! let all who feel themselves 
to belong to this unhappy class of men, be roused 
hy a due sense of their danger; let them" flee 
from the wrath to come.;" let them take refuge in 
Christ, who still "comes" by his Gospel as 
truly and effectually as he once came in the 
flesh, "to seek and to save that which was lost." 
}"'rom the throne of his heavenly glory has he 
proclaimed to those who have a name to live 
and arc dead :-" Remembet" how thou hast 
received and heard, and hold fast and repelit :-
he that overcometh, the same shall he clothed in 
white raiment; and I will not blot his name out 
?f the book of life" 
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- I~O\!A:,\S nIl. 2~. 

IV~ blUw thltt ull Ii,'-,I.:S HO,;;/;: loge/ita fol' good I" t1t~m I"a' 
/ot't! God. 

o l~E fact ;1ppcars too evident 35 soon as this 
~entiment is heard; namely, that the number of 
those wbo believe i~-or at least who belieye it 
for themselves-believe t!Jut they" love Gou," 
and therefore thnt "all thingt;" are "worki •• g 
together" for their "-good"-is vcry small. Go 
where YOU will-listen to the common conver
sation ~f almost Dlly company-draw forth the 
observations of nlmost anyone you meet; and 
how seldom do )'OU find the person who seems 
to enjoy the happy persuasion! Some are given 
up to murmuring and discontent; nothing seems 
right to them: the course of' t he seasons, the 
circumstances which occur in their business or 
occupation, the behaviour of their families and 
neighbours-every thing is wrong; every thing 
frets and vexes them; they meet with continual 
crosses; their life is a tOrllll nt to them. Others 
have more self-command and show a better tem
per; they have learned to disregard the petty 
annoyances which are of daily occurrence; and 
ifit pleases God to grant them a tolerably fair 
and prosperous course in the world, they may 
perhaps be ready to make a decent acknowledg
ment of his goodness: but should he see fit to 
put 10rth his hand and amict them, they repine 
under the tlispensatioll, and appear to have no 
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idea that it can have proceeded from a kind an(1 
henevolent intention. And others again there 
nre who have learned to speak the language of 
piety on such subjects, awl on common occasi
ons appear to feel as they ought; but yet are 
seen to sink under great adversities, DS if it 
were impossillle to reconcile these \viththe 
goodness of God. And yet what says the Apos
tle? "JVe know," he says, "that all things 
work together for good to them that love Goel." 
He speaks of himself in common with all his 
faithful and well insU'ucted fellow' Christians; 
and he states that they were perfectly assured
so that they ('ould never doubt, of the tendency 
of every circumstance and every event to pro
mote their welfare and happiness. 

Now, in order to obtain, if possible, right 
views on this great subject, let us consider-

1st. The Persons who may entertain this con
fident persuasion; and 

2dly. The Grounds for their confidence. 
1st. As to the Persons who may be confidel!tly 

persuaded that all things are working together 
for their good, they are those " who love God." 

There are many marks by which good men 
are described in the Holy Scriptures. Some
times they are termed such as serve God, and 
hearken to his word, and keep his command
ments; sometimes such as walk with, or before, 
God ;-most common]y perhaps they are repre
sented as fearing God, and comparatively in a 
few places only is mention made of their love to 
God. It is however especially fit to be remem
bered, t~at the precept in the Law, which speaks 
most' fuBy of the love we owe to God, is chosen 
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declared ~o be "t fie L'st and p'nt command
ment;" -n<1.)' to be the cJmmandrncnt on which. 
together with its kindred and ,-~1:bcw1inate one of 
love to o Ill' nei.c:;hbour, all the Law and the 
Prophets d"pend. 

In trllth the lovo of GD:l is the hia-hest at
tainment of the reli;;;::);lJ ch:waeter, the~best and 
noblest of the [I'uits of faith, They who love 
God, will fD~r and serve and ObBY him; but 
they will do more til;};1 all which can be done 
from the influence of otber motives--they will 
hearlily and cheerfully devote themselves to his 
service, ani! desire only to mah", his will and 
pleasure thei!' own. 

\Vould \vo undc;'c,tand the natu:'e and the ef
ficacy of tbis principle of love?-Let us consi
der it as it is felt and exercised towards men. 
Pure and genuine love, wheth~r it exists in fa
mily connexions or in cordial friendships, causes 
us to exert ourselves for the service of one ano
ther, very far beyond any other motive. The 
best resemblance howevm' which we can find of 
the love of God, consisls in that affection with 
which a child"':"a good and dutiful child-regardfl 
a Idl1d and tender parent,. In such a child wo 
see this incomparable principle of action almost 
superseding every other, and rendering it need
less, The cbilJ loves its parent abovo all other 
persons, and esteems the parent's judgment 
Qluch mOl"etilan its own :-consequently it has. 
as it were, but one law-the parent's mind and 
will; and by this it habitually and delightedly 
regulates its proceedings, Such cases, indeed, 
through sad error3 and failings in'the conduct 

M 
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of parents toward! their chdul'elJ, are not the 
most common; and in this condition of our 
nature we must expect even the purest feelings 
of childhood to be mixed up with a portion of 
baser allo),: still however we do observe, and all 
of us doubtless have had occasion to observe, 
instances of the purity and power of filial love. 

Look then from earth t.o heaven! See the 
same heart, which has loved as it ought a hu
man parent, raispd to the love of a heavenly 
Father! Consider the creature of God esteem
ing "his judgment in all things to be right," 
and desiring only that his "will should be 
done :"~and you have the best and most eHec
tual of all the principles of religion in exercise 
before you. 

Now there seems to be in this affection some
thing so natural, gO beautiful, so congenial to 
the soul, that we might be ready to look for it 
on every sine, and wonder if we did not find it 
in almost every man we meet. But it is indeed 
by no means easily or hastily to be acquired. 
Many lessons must be learned before it, which 

'are not to be mastered in a day, and which ma~ 
alone can never teach. Before we can love 
God, we must have acquainted ourselves with 
him; we must have learned to consider him as 
full of goodness, and so the fit object of love; 
nor shall we be able to reg~rd him with that 
affection, unless we are satisfied of his own 
kindness and goodwill for ourselves. 

But the generality of men are lamentablJ 
wanting in all these requisites for the- love of 
God. Not~ithstanding. ~he vast, advaniag,~ 
which we enJoy who are llvmg under the Gosp~! 
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..:..-notwithstanding the clear discovery there 
made of "the loving kindness of God our Sa·· 
viour,"-notwithstanding he there appears full 
of perfect goodness towards all those who only 
desire and endeavour to please him :-still such 
is the want of faith, or (1 should perhaps rather 
call it) the want of thought and care, which 
prevails on such subjects, that few, very few, 
seem truly to know "the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Otherwise, how could they but 
love that God, of whom such statements as 
these are made ;-" God hath so loved the world 
that he gave his only-begotten son, that whoso
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life;" -" \Vho will have all men to 
be saved, and to come to the knowledge of tho 
truth :-for there is one God, and one media
tor Letween God and men, the man Christ J e
sus,-who gave himself a ransom for all ;"
"There is joy in heaven over oUe sinner that 
repenteth?"-We do not, I say, care to think 
er enquire sufficiently 'on these subjects; (for 
absolute unbelief is by no means, I conceive, 
the common cause,) or it is utterly impossible 
but that oOl' hearts should be filled with love 
fo-r our God, The fault is this ;-we are either 
involved in some sinful course, and so dare not 
think of him, who, with all his goodness and 
mercy, must still remain a righteous judge, and 
as such an object of fear to the impenitent sin
ncr; or our thoughts are taken up with the 
cares and gratifications of this life; and we tind 
no sacr€d retirement in our minds, in which we 
may acquaint ourselves with God, and leam to 
regard him with due affections. 
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And now we not only perceive who the per
!!Ions are, to whom "all things work together 
for good;" but we may a!so understand what 
course we ourselves should take, if we would 
enjoy that inestimable blessing. 

""Ve must-wnatevm· be the effort required fat' 
that purpose-we must set ourselves in earnest 
to enquire after Goel. vYe must consider the 
revelation which he has been pleased to make 
of himself and his adorable perfections, until we 
have acquired a proper knowledge of the good
ness and loveE:!ess of his nnture. And we must 
a!so "be 1'econciled to God;" renouncing 
whatever is sinfu I-whatever is at variance with 
his holy will, and would thus keep us in a state 
of enmity n ith ni;:'1, ;md humbly resolving to 
obey him as dutiful children for the tiule to 
como. Then should we Lecome capable of 
loving God; and not capable only, but we 
should find ourselves h"Litually inclined and 
disposed to regard him with filial affection. 
And then, strong in faith-full of confidence in 
his goodness, and assured beyond the possibility 
of doubt that he, the allwise and almighty one, 
intends our happiness-we should be unaltera
hI:}' persuaded that "all things are working to
gether for our good." 

For,-to consider, as we proposed, 
2dly. The Grounds for this persuasion

Does not the nature of God, as it is now revealed 
to us in the Gospel, lead us ot' necessity tosuch 
a conclusion? For although mysteries-great 
and painful mysteries-remain in the dispen
sations of Providence; although many strange 
~nd unaccountable things occur in the histories 
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of peoples tind nations, and in the lives of incli· 
viduals; still the Gospel of Christ does reveal 
and display the character of God after such a 
manner, that no true believer can entertain a 
doubt of his goodness. 

Yl e could not indeed, by the just lise of our 
own reason, have formed any other idea of the 
Diyine Being. Vl e could n'Ot but have suppo
sed that He, who made all things by his wisdom 
'and power, must have made all things for good; 
and that, however he might punish incorrigible 
transgressors of his laws, and however he might 
correct his er,ing children, or suffer their obe
dience to be tried by afiiiction, he could not 
Ic::H8t:;es8 to perish under .. adversities, but 
woulJ surd), :1t length bring them forth to hap
piness and /11);;01'. 

Such ju::;t ,"c;,:~t)ning :3 ai~:ljly confirmed by. 
the revelation of God's beloH~d Son, Jesus 
Christ. He, in bis own person, disposition and 
temper, and his manner of acting towards men, 
as well ~s in what he taught concerning his hea
venly Father, exhibited a character of perfect 
goodness and unimpeaehable benevolence. 
"Peaf not, little flOc!i!" is the language of the 
whole Gospel to those who receive and obey it ; 
" it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom ;-Peace I leave with you; let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid :-Ye now (indeed) have sorrow; hut I 
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you :-In 
the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer-I have overcome the world :"-for 
"this is LIFE ETERNAL-that they should know 
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thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent!" 

"LIFE ETERNAL"-a future and everlasting 
state of happiness after this world has come to 
its end-that is the great secret, by the know..; 
lodge of which the Christian triumphs over the 
sufferings and adversities of the present state. 
Being assured that he shall live for ever with his 
glorified Redeemer, as a child and heir of God, 
he reckons that " the sufferings of the present 
time are not worthy to he compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed." Nay more, that 
these sufferings are not only- to be endured with 
patience, and triumphed over by hope; but that 
even things which appear most adverse, really 
have a good and beneficial tendency. How else 
should God permit them to befal his children' 
-those whom he knows to be affectionately de
voted to his service'!-those of whom his beloved 
ed Son is but the first born brother'!-those 
whom, from "before the foundations of the 
world," he has foreseen and predestined as the 
inheritors of his heavenly kingdom'! To leave 
them exposed to any real harm-to permit any 
calamity to happen which might endanger their 
salvation-would be manifestly nothing less than 
to counteract his own eternal ,purposes; and 
therefore the true Christian may well assure his 
soul that nothing of this kind CAN take place,; 
that in all the things which men account adver. 
sities he is more than a conqueror; for that" all 
things"-all the circumstances in which he may 
be placed, and the events which may befal him 
in his p'rogress to eternity-shall be made to 
" work together for" his eternal "good." 
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Do yon then, :-ny Christian Brethren, truly 
believe~ Are you, persuaded in your hearts be
fore God that Jesus has brought a true revela
tion from heaven? And do you actuaIJy regard 
yourselves as those who are to live for ever in 
that better world whither he has gone? Take, 
by all means, and enjoy the comfort which your 
principles ought to obtain. Look up. to the 
throne of the Most High, and there behold a kind 
and tender Father, who designs by the whole 
course of his Providence to forward .and secure 
your everlasting welfare. Look at every cir
cumstance and every event (however painful any 
may be-however interruptive of your present 
ease and ple~sure,) as an instmment in God's 
hand for working some good (whether you dis
cern its operation and trace its effects or not) 
for your souls. And make, if it be possible, 
such reflections habitual. Be constantly ac
customed to cherish, and repeat over to your 
minds, those happy truths which cast a heavenly 
light on the darkness of the world. Prepare 
yourselves beforehand, so that you.may be ready 
to say, whenever a trial shall come,-" It is the 
Lord; let him do what seemeth him good :"
good for me in the end, if I am but enabled to 
bear it aright, it cannot but be. 

Every human being has his sufferings; every 
one who is a child of God and an inheritor of 
heaven must have them, for the correction. of 
his evil inclinations, and the subjection of his 
spirit to the discipline of his heavenly Father. 
But I feel that I may be addressing those who 
have had to encounter peculiar privations and ad • 

. versities, Some, whom I remember in affluence, 
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have been reduced to poverty; and many, who 
were once enabled to support their families in 
competence and comfort, can now hardly procul'e 
a scanty supply of the necessaries of life. 

I would not, my afflicted Brethren, undervalue 
such ad,ersities. Trying they are-not merely 
to flesh and blood-hut to the heart and spirit 
of man. It is no easy thi~lg, in such a change of 
circumstances, to maintain a tranquil tempor, 
and repose an unshaken confidence in the good
ness of Providence. This however may be don;) 
by a lively exercise of Christian faitb. For if 
you have leamed to believethat "all things v.ork 
together for good," you ou~ht of course to rogard 
even these things in that light; to see your Fa
ther's hand in every distressing circumstance; 
and.to bepersuaded that, in withholding the form
er pOI·tion of your ,. daily bread," he will grant 
you a larger measure of the brend of life-the 
knowledge and experience of that grace which 
nourishes the soul for eternity. _ 

Some, alas! there are with whom one might 
reason in another manner-reason of the "right
eous judgments of the Lord" in the adversities 
which have befallen them. For did they not 
abuse theil' former prosperity? Did they not 
employ their better fortune in the gl'atification 
of their sensual appetites and passions, to the 
dishonour of the name of Cbristians, to the 
injury of theil' own souls, and of those al'ound 
them? Surely it is but just in God-even if it 
were not also merciful-to take fi'om them the 
intoxicating Cllp, and to bring them to sober re
flection. And much it is to be desired that they 
would make 11 propel.' usc of their "time of 
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Yisitation;" and lay up in tl1eir minds resolutions 
of fmgality, prudence and good behaviour, 
which might, by God's blessing, have a lasting 
effect on their future lives. And well does it 
behove tbem to remember that, where adversity 
as well as prosperity, afflictions as well as bles
sings, have failed to bring a man to amendment 
of lirA; nothing farther is to be expected, but 
that God in his just indignation should leave 
them to be "filled with their own doings, and 
eat the fruit oCtheil' own deviees." 

Others however there are who did not run to 
riot in" their prosperous days; and yet the cloud 
has overtaken them in common witb their neigh
bom;s. For these the blessed truth before us 
is especially adapted; and earneslly would I 
hope and pray that they may be enabled to ap
ply it to themselves, imd "reJoicA in the tribu
lation" whieh is now their lot "in the world." 
If they are Christians indeeu-if by faith in 
Christ they are enabled to "love God," they 
may say, with greater eonfidence than even the 
Prophet of old, "A !tho' the fig tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the 
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 
yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation." Nay. if we could ,hut 
draw aside the veil which hides the truth. from 
our mortal senses-if we could but see things 
in the' light in which they appear before him 
who beholds them in their consequencps. "and 
tra"ces the end f!"Om the beginning:' we should 
in very many instances learn to cnU th(;'m "by 

N 
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totally different names from those which they 
now bear :-we should learn that a life of tem
poral ease and enjoyment isoften in its tendency 
most calamitous to ourspiritual interests; while 
a dispensation of trouble and affliction is· the 
v.'ellY thing which we most need-the' greatest 
benefit which could be bestowed on our souls. 
But, whatever the appointments of God, may 
be, whethel' comfort 01' distress be 001' lot, this 
IDS childl'en "know-that all" shall certainly 
" work together for their good," 

Finally, let me prevail on you all to take that 
vi.ew of things which the Apostle takes in this 
passage ;-to look above and beyond the tran
sient pleasures and sorrows of this mortal life, 
Ilud to keep your eye and your heart steadily 
fixed on the only object which is of real impor
tance-the life of eternal felicity prepared in 
heaven for those who faithfully foHow their 
Redeemer. If you can but be satisfied of that 
inheritance at the last, you may contemplate 
w.ith a cheerful countenance the most dislressiug 
scenes through which you can have to pass in 
your journey towards it, The loss of fortune, 
of fri.ends and relations, of any of the comforts 
of this world; the occurrence of painful disor. 
ders; of afflicting incidents, of any of those things 
whieh we would naturally avoid; all such events 
may be met with fortitude and endured with 
contentment; because the trial which they oc. 
casion is only temporal, while the good which 
they tend to produce is eternal. To God there
ta IT 0, and to his disposal and governance, let us 
enticety resign ourselves; considering nothing 
as unalterably evil but sin; and determining, in 
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reliance on his gracious aid, to keep ~bs ralh of 
our duty, and place a constant. trust en our Al
mighty protector. And may indeed "all things 
work together for om' good;" may we he H sanc
tified wholly;" and may our u whole spirit, soul 
and body, be preserved blameless until the com 4 

iog of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. !" 





JERElIJlAH XXIH, 5-8, 

Beiiold, the days come, sailh the Lord, that 1 will raise unto David 
a righteous bmnch ; and a King shall reign and prospel', and 
shall execl!te judgment and jus/ice in the em'at, In his days 
Judah shall be savt'd, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is 
his name where6y he shall be called, The Lord ow' Righteous
ness, Therefure behold, the days come, snilh the Lord, that 
they shall no more say, T1Ie Lm'd lifJeth which Drought up the 
children of Israel oui of the land (If E.g.llpt ; but, The Lord 
liveth which brought up, and -which ted, the seed (If the house of 
Jsrelel out of /lIt north counlry, and from all countries whither I 
had driven them j and they shall ,Zwell in their own land, 

GLORIOUS prophecy, and calculated to excite 
the most joyous feelings! -And yet I know not 
how to refer to it without a pang of melancboly, 
and can hardly dwell upon it v\'itbout tears. 

I look back to the time of Jeremiah, perhaps 
four and twenty centuries since; I review the 
events of sllccessive ages; I survey the scene 
now around me :-1 see but little like the fulfil~ 
ment of the prophecy, and even yet it might ap
pear at almost a hopeless distance, 

The Jews, it is true, were restored f1'om Ba
bylon and the more northerly countries which 
formed the Medo-Persian empire, Under Cyrus 
and his successors they enjoyed the liberty of 
returning from most of the places to which they 
had been carried captive; and the remnant who 
availed themselves of that indulgence dwelt for 
a time in the land which had been their own. 
Zorobabel, also, a son of David and the prince 
of Judah, governed the remnant from Babylon 
in righteousness; and under his government they 
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were relieved from many calamities and op
pressions. But how far did he, and every other 
deliverer and rule:- of the Jews, fall short of the 
king whom the }"Jrophet describes! How in
secure and full of troubles was their temporary 
settlement in their land! And how smalJ a part 
of the nation returned-how insignificant was 
the deliverance, compared with the triumphant 
redemption from Egypt !-Alas! I find not the 
promised blessing here. 

Jesus arose from David-",arighteous branch" 
indeed. But "Judah and lsrael"-how were 
they" saved 1" Where have they" dwelt safe-
1y?" Did they not refuse to acknowledge their 
king? And instead of "dwelling in their own 
hmd, have they not since been involved in a cap~ 
tivity, fal' \vOI'se, and of vastly lange.' duration, 
than all which had gone before? . 

Some would persuade themselves that, where 
the literal sense of such prophecies has failed to 
b(~ verified by events, their spiritual accomp1ish. , 
ment may supply the deficiency. After a partial 
fulfilment of this prophecy in ZorobabeI al')u the. 
restoration from Babylon, Christ (they say) ap~ 
pea red among the Jews; and those who believed 
in him, together with all the spirltuaI "seed of 
the house of Israel," have enjoyed the ble:;;sil"lgs
fOI·etold. But, were this a satisfactory mode o~ 
interpretation, many a cloud still obscures th~ 
light in which I would exult. Does ~he "-ki,rig 
reign and prosper?" -Alas, how imperfect- are 
the glories of his kingdom! Does he "executE! 
judgment and justice in the earth?" Ah! how 
much injustice is practised in his kingdom~ 
committed e\'en in his name I ' 
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What then shall we infer? Has this prophecy 
not been fulfilled 7 AI'e we yet, with the un
converted Jews, to expect these blessings and 
glories at some future period7-Let us examine 
it more attentively; refer to facts, for the pur~ 
pose of ascertaining how [.11' it has really been 
verified; and then cOl1sidcl' what may still re
main as the object of 0111' hopes. 

The Prophet therefore foretels the appearance 
of an extraordinary person, who should be a 
.. branch of David," a "Iring," and denominat
ed " the Lord our righteousness." 

The descendants of a family are by a common 
figure represented as the branches of a tree. 
And the .Messiah being to descend from David, 
whose family had fallen 'very low in tbe time of 
Jeremiah, and might afterwards have seemed 
alm-ost extinct, the Prophet foretels, as an in
stance of remari{able mercy and power, that God 
would still "raise,,' 'or cause to gro"v, "uuto 
David a righteous branch." Isaiah had em .. 
ployed the same metaphor yet mere emphatically, 
when he said, "There ShR 11 come forth a rod 
aut of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow ont of his roots," The word translated 
'," stem" appears strict 1y to signif:' the stump 
Jeft in the earth, after the body of tho tree may 
have been cut off. It is the same word which is 
translated "stock" in that memorab Ie passage 
of Job: II There is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will sprout again, and that ~he 
tender branch thereof will not ces.se; ti:o:~{d-; 
the root thereof wax old in the eayth, ,(Hid thr 
stock thereof die in the ground." 'f'h(;-'f'pe;};;, 
auce o~ the predicted, king if: w.p.pr~':-'t:l"'eJl~ 
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equaliy surprising with the germinaLun, from 
such a perished stock) of a tree more verdant and 
fi'uitful than ever. 

Now here it will be at once perceived that 
Jesus Christ corresponds with the ter'ms of the 
prophecy. He was a descendant of David, and 
arose from David's stock exactly according to 
the fig.urative clescriptjon, The glory of the fa. 
mily had declined from the death of Solomon. 
The revolt of the Ten Tribes [rom Rehohoam 
robbed the tree of the greater part of its mnjesty; 
the frequent provocations of his successors (.!t'ew 
down many judgments and public calamities, 
which deprived it of morc -; the Babylonian cap
tivity (,xtinguished the royal style and dignity. 
N either the name, nor the I,east portion of the 
powe,', remained at the tim3 of our Saviour's 
birth. The sceptre ,vas then in the hands of 
Herod, an Idumean or Philistine, of descent fo
reign to the whole nation; and this sceptre He
rod swayed by the mere permission oftbe Roman 
Emperor. The family of'David was out of sight 
and forgotten: so little was it noticed, that 
Herod knew not where to find it, . The poverty 
of lWary and Joseph is very observable. And 
the sacred history is in this respect rem'arkably 
confhmed by a very ant'ient writel', In the reign 
of Domitian, we are told, the Jews discovered 
such symptoms of a restless spirit,· that appre
hensions were entertained of theil' attempting to 
assert their independence, ~rhe jealous Em
peror commanded search to be made aftet' the 
descendants of David who might .'emainin the 
land. Inconsequence two persons, grandsons 
of Jude, who is caBed the brothel" of Qu,r Lord, 
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were h;'Ol~ght ~)(';~;J'2 !Jim. T1H'), pl'ohaLlj ex
pected to be put to death; but. ,,,lien DOlllitian 
sa\'.' the mcnn and kllllble n;JPC~l!',~DLe of tbe 
men, obsened tllei .. L;'mis \";om \~~th labour, 
and found in answe; 10 ;':3 ';l{F;;l'ies that they 
supported theu:.:cLes l,y tl'0 cuLivn:ian of a 
very small L2i'J~1, cGla~t:ijj;llg sCc~i'cdy more than 
twenty-fout of o:n' Q(;i'':;S, tiwy ',vere dismissed 
\v;th (;i)':unss:ciJ :)jcd con:ctll )to'i rms had Da~ 
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vid's hlmily G('en cut down to the very root: 
there remain'cd in it n~~iibel' mark nor bODe of • 
royallY. i:.nJ IJLiier thes8 circumstances Jesus 
a"o~e i'j'OI'" I-!',", ""'c'·' t' ,-' "-"J:,..,ll'fPr-,·,;·l.ranc '11" 0'-caL: ' .ii.~ L .• "U ........ _ -' ""1 ~ ... -.; .:. 0 l'(.'-·J .... t.;:l "-' (. ..I. 

the Pro,het. 
Oftlle riGL:?Oi;Sl~es3 "f Jesus there can be no 

question; hll~ it :.3 ;~e;-i:) 2::"i'Bio:d tL;;t th;~ "rigilt
eous branch" s::culd "reign" and ;)e a "Ling." 
In this character ii;-~L:c;J the lUc§3i;;.h is mostge
nerally described iii the Prophets; and in the 
same cbarr<cter was he universally expected by 
the Jews: lwnce their common and inmiliui' ex
pression, "=~lcs.s;:lh the king." 

Now, however desti!u~e Jesus might bo of 
external st8te and pom;:>, s~ill it is tll~ truth thVit 
he appeared <lmong the Jews as a king. The 
Angel appb~d tLe prophecies to him in the ~'H,
nunciatlOfl, "Dc shaH be great, and shaH be 
CaHe(\lhe Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God 'shaH give unto bim the throne of his father 
David, and he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of hii'lkingdom there shall be no 
end." The appJ'oved confession of Nathaniel 
was, " Rabbi, t! (H~ art the Son of God; thou art 
the king ofIsrael !" The multitude, wqo attend
ed his e-ntran.:;o into J en:llsalem, cried, "Blessed 

o 
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he the I,ing that cmneth in the nnme of tile Lord!" 
J eSllS bi mself saill to his disciples, "I appoint 
unto you a kingdom, as my Father bath appoint
ed unto me." Before Pilate he acImowledged 
tbat he "was-was born-a king," although his 
"kingdom was not of this world." But most 
gloriously did he proclaim his royalty, when im
mediately before his ascension he declared, "All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." 
Accordingly the Apostles speak of him as being 
"exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour," the 
" liing or jIings and Lord of Lords;" and ~lr.;
sign him a dominion infinite and everlasting: 
" He must reign until he hath put all enemies 
under his feeL" 

The bst thing ohservable in the person foretold 
is the "name by which he should be called, The 
Lord olJr Righteousness." By this designation. 
if the passage stood alone, I might not have un
derstood more to be signified than that in the 
(lays of this king, and by means of his govern
ment, the Lord would be the righteousness of 
his people Israel; that is, would deliver them 
from oppression and sin, and cause all around 
to aclmowlcdge them as his just and favoured 
people. But when I take this prophecy in con
nexion with others which relate to the same 
person, the lUessiah; for instance, that in the 
nOth Psalm, "The Lord said unto my Lord, 
sit thou on my right hand until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool;" or that in the 9th chaptet' 
of Jsuiah, "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called, 'Vonder
ful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 



FatllCr, the Princo uf peace;" or tbat ill 1110 i)lh 
chapter of lHicah, "nut thOll, Betblehem Ephra
tah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
J udall, yet out of thee s!mll he come forth unto 
Inc, that is to be ruler in Israel; whoso goings 
forth llave been from of old, hom everlasting: 
and he shall s! and and ft!ed in the strength oftbo 
l.,ol'd, in the majesty of tho name of the I,ord 
his God; and they shall abide; fol' now sball he 
be great unto the onds of the earth:" -1 find 
abundant reason to tuke the words of the Pro
phet in a more literal sense, and understand the 
Messiah's name as really descriptive of his per
sonal character. In him I expect to sec J E H 0-

Y.HI-the very power and goodness of God, 
exerted for the redemption of Jlis people. 

And here also I find tllO prophecy accomplish
ed l!l Jesus Christ. Not only did the Lord ma
nifest his pO'wer and goodness at the time when 
J esns appeared, and in behalf of his spirit ual 
government; but "the Father that dwelt in 
him-he did the works,--lor in him dwelt all 
the [ulness of the Godhead." And in the strict. 
est sense he became" the righteousness" of all 
who" believed in his Hame;" " making al) end of 
sin, bringing in everlasting righteounesss," and 
assuring them of a final deliverance from all evil, 
and a safe and permanent auode in his heavenly 
kingdom. 

Thus far then the prophecy has been verified. 
To this extent we may read it as a record of tile 
past. And our hearts may rejoice, that we have 
seen him vl'hom "Prophets and righteous mcn 
of old desired." But let us proceed to consider 
the beneficial dfectfi whieh were to result from 



the appea,'acr.c of tllis sarrc11 rnd gloriom': 
person. For the ProphetforeteIs {[mt "the king 
should reign and prosper;" that lie "should exe
cute judgment and justice in t!;c cflrtlJ;" that 
., in his days J udall sbould be r:1Ycd r:n::l r srael 
chvell safely;" and that these hlessirws should 
far surp,~ss those which attended the deliverance 
from Egypt. Have these predictions been ac
complished in I be kingdom of Jesus Christ 7 

The unconverted J €WS, \ve weI i Lnow, cannot 
he persuaded that they bave.And indeed it 
must he confessed that, iftbis king was to be like 
other kings-to SIt on a throne of state, and rule 
by human force-nothing of t he l~ind bas yet 
been seen. 

llut why n:mst we ilms l~'ldc:·~:; ~f)(1 lilt:) Pro
p~1et? Does IF}t roll that he saj"~;; on the suhject 
Jead us to look fur things r,reater nod higher and 
diviner? And shall not that king wllose "name 
is the Lord our righteousness," rather reign in 
a Gocllilie.and incomparable mnnner? 

Thus then Jesus has" reigned and p!·oqwred." 
It must be remembered that, in order to accom. 
plish various propbecies, he had difforent ella
racters to sllstain. He \7:18 not only to be a 
King, hut also a ProplJct and 11 Prj~st. As a 
Prophet, he was not merely to teach divine truth; 
hut it was [nost clearly anf! e::piici;!y prerlicted 
of him, that he sbould tllld~rgo j he too general 
fate of the Prophets-be "despised :md rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows und acquainted with 
grief;" and should bear testimony to the truth 
of bis doctrine by sealing it \"itl! his sufferings 
and blood. Jis a Priest, his oHice W2.S interces
sion fi)r his peopk; which, it \':,,8 al~o predicted, 
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and "lna~·~e his soul :1:1 on:~ring' r~)r S!U." /~d:d 
wben tbis ekll':lCter should k:V0 been st:st~:;ned. 
and this offering' r.n:tdc" then was he to enter on 
his glorious reign; then" should he :0('1' 11;0: seer!, 
prolong his C;rl) 8, (:l)d t he P;,,;~!s(!re of t he Lord 
prosper in his t~[l::d." Po 'vas it C)!'«ol.1, :md 
fO it he,s CO:H0 to p:1E~S. (~~lJri"t ,vas exalted to 
his king(lOm ~;ier Iw rm:c from the dead. Bis 
n'slllTeC~i(.l1l pro','('(; Lii;l to be' the" Son of God 
with power," [Je]l] !Jis n:.;cen<0n to :" the thron0 of 
the filajesty on bigll" was his actu~J installation 
in his regal dignity. Sihce tlwt time he has 
" reigned and prospered." By the eifusion of 
his Spirit theApostles were "c!j(~ued Fi(lJ power 
{i'om on high;" and lims propagated his Gospel, 
and extended his dominion over a grent pnrt of 
the , .. arId. T:w most powerful l1ntions ill all 
the quarters of the globe unit e in saying, " Thou 
art the Ring of Glory, 0 Christ! Thou siltcst. 
at the right haml of God in the glory of tho 
Fat.her !" 

J esus i:~:.s also "executed judgment and jus
tice in the earlil." In his doctrine tbe principles 
of perfect virtue arc established; and these prin
ciples have not only been adopted by individuals, 
hut have been in a great measure transfused into 
the codes of national la,,'s. Hence a very ex
tensive improvement has already been efrected 
in the moral state of mankind. And if the laws 
of the Gospel were but. universaHy observed, 
they would produce such exact justice, such he
nWloJence and cilarity, as wonlt! secure univenml 
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')roer nne peace, 
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But has" Judah been saved 7" Docs" Israel 
dwell safely 1" As already intimated, there is a 
sCllse in which the affirmative might be main
tained. All who were" Israelites indeed" re
ceived Christ for their king, and uniting with 
the Gentiles who became the" childl'en of Abra
ham by faith," formed "one fold under one 
shepherd." These have been saved, if not from 
earthly enemies, from the worst of all enemies
sin and Satan. They" dwell safely" now; for 
whatever may have befallen them, nothing can 
avail to theil' final harm. And they will at length 
be all established under the M ei-siah's sceptre 
in his heavenly kingdom, enjoying perfect and 
eternal tranquillity. 

Thus also the concluding purt of the prophecy 
might be considered as accomplished. In the 
kingdom of Christ tbe deliverance from Egypt 
is almost forgotten, to remember the far greater 
and more valuable redemption which his faithful 
people have received. They "say no more, The 
Lord liveth which brought up the children of 
Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord 
liveth which out of all countries" has gathered 
his elect, and will not forsake them until they 
"dwell in their own land" -in the inheritance 
d.esigned for them from before the foundation of 
the world. 

Do I thcn say that these predictions have 
been accomplished? that their intention is ex
hausted? that they need not carryon our 
thoughts to any thing farther on the earth? I 
cannot-dare not say it. I say that the" Lord 
has raised up the branch to David;" that the 
H Ring reigns and (in somc measure) prospers;" 
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that he "executes judgment and justice" as fur 
as men submit to his govel'llment; that his suh
jects, whether of Jewish or Gentile origin, 
are "saved," and in the most important sense 
" dwell safely;" and that in his kingdom the 
deliverance from Egypt is comparatively for
gotten. But I cannot. say that he has "pros
pered," or " executes judgment and justice," to 
the extent which the terms of the prophecy lead 
me to expect; sf i II less can I say that" J udall" 
are saved find "Israel dwell safely," contern
plating as I must the actual state of the great 
body of the nation; or tbat "the seed of the 
house of Jacob" are" brought up and led out of 
all countries," and" chrelling ;;, tlleil' ow;, bnd." 

These and such Ii/;.8 expressions, ][ can hardly 
doubt, are to be literally understood, and will 
yet receive a strict accomplishment, Thus tho 
Je\vs themselves appenx to have invariably un. 
derstood them; thus the disciples of Christ both 
before and after his resurrection; thus St. Paul 
in his Epistle to the Romans, as far at least as 
the "salvation of all Israel"-inclllding thnt 
part which has hitherto been involvf)d in " blind. 
ness," may be said to have incontrovertibly de
termined theil' sense. 

The days of the lliessiah, be it remembered, 
are not yet ended. "Of his kingdom" it was ex
pressly declared that " ~hel'e should ~e no end." 
It is of course progressive, and has Its eras and 
periods, and its extensions and events adapted 
to them. Unknown and undiscoverable as is 
the final day, ~nough of time and space may yet 
remain for the exact fulfilment of aU which is 
predicted, before the arrival of that consummation 
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'wl~en Ciliist "shaH be'(\',: delivered up tIle 
ldnudom to God, even the Father," having" rllt 

~ > 1 " d Jown all (other) rUle Rna aut.lOnty rm fWiYf.3r." 
Fronl the investigation which we have t)llfSUcd 

ihc pl'ophecy is found to be v,:y co:;-,;'rL't~nlsive. 
It presents a grand picture to (i'c o

" view. It ex
hibits the rise of the kin~;dem or Churcb of 
Chrit,t many B:2:es since, rel~;,iEds llS of our ex
istinO" state tmdetO his sccntre, c',.nd leads j:,J;'\"nrd 

CJ r 
?ur an(icipations to (he Lk::scci ml~ glorious 
Issue of hIS gOV0j'i,1liif:nL Lc~ 1<3 C:lcec,VC)!l;' 10 
:Iuake just and c ii)'in,::; re6ccL·_.>:l::; oll.each of 
thes3 points. 

VIe have [uul-J Ihe P\'c;y:;;SC~! r~"'l;Y verified 
t.o the letter. Let this 1~1('t saIl"!> us of its di
,.lIB t;",;th, E.:;] ili];Jl··,;e;~, our mind;, with a deep 
;l;-;l seUled convi~~('i(m that the whole shall be 
s:ltisfactorily, ifnolliterally, accomrilsbed. But 
not this propbecy OIilJ: l;c;t the fact remind us 
tbDt the Huly Scr;ptures do really contain" the 
word of God." , I; one Duttb3 Omni;;eient could 
IH1V0 fo;', seen the rif;e of this "hranch" from 
the root of D::viJ-the birth of a man who 
should be rega.'ded as "the Lord our righte
ousneAs." IJet llS then seriously attend to those 
sacred records; ti:,tpl1 to them wid1 awful rever
ence, as if we actmtlly " heard the voice of tbe 
Lord God;" and enquire what he says to our
selves-to such persons as \'Ie fe<.>1 ourselves. (0 

be. 
The prophecy may espf'cia lIy re:nind us of our 

state nndel" C\i;';st. "Him has God exalted to 
be a Prince and a Siiviom'," and it is the proper 
effect and end of his government to "execute 
judgment and justice," Let us lherefore enquire 



whether we are b:s faithful c'lnd dutiful subject::! 
-whether we enjoy his salvation, and are eloin,\!; 
his will. Has he saved us from the captivity o-r 
Satan-the power and dominion of sin? Does 
he reign over our souls by his holy Spirit and 
word? Is it our constant employment to obey 
his commands? Are we "dwelling safely," a~ 
to our spiritual condition, under his protection; 
and can we reasonably expect an eternal habi
tation in his heavenly kingdom? 

The government of Christ will assuredly be 
maintained, until its great objects shall have 
been effected. He"- ,"vill "reign and prosper" 
until he shall have established universal" judg
ment and justice;" most probably, until the re
mains of his ancient people the Jews shall have 
been restored to "their own land;" but, most 
certainly, until "all kings shall bow down be·· 
fore him, all nations do him service." Oh! let 
us call upon our souls to anticipate the glorious 
events, to desire those blessed days. Let us 
make their advent our daily prayer, and exert 
whatever faculties may be granted us to prepare 
the way. Let us act, each in his place and 
province, as the ministers and servants of our 
king-" executing judgment and justice" towards 
every man. Let us follow our Redeemer-to 
" seek and save that which was lost," to "preach 
deliverance to the captives," and to "give ou1'
selves"-wHatever we have, whatever we are 
enabled to do-" for the life of the world"-the 
salvation of Jew and Gontile. 

p 





THE ASSURANCE OF PROPHECY. 

LUKE XXI. 33. 

Heaven a11d earth aliall pass away ,but my words shall not paSl a~av> 

EIGHTEEN hundred years have nearly passed 
away since these words were spoken; that ge
neration has long since returned to dust, and the 
dust of many other generations buries it from 
our sight; the glory of Israel and the armies of 
Rome are gone from the earth :-yet here are 
we, with the words of Christ sounding as freshly 
in our ears, and thrilling as powerfully in our 
hearts, as if they had now for the first time been 
uttered. In this sense at least the prophecy ap
pears sure of accomplishment: a " monument 
more durable than brass" and "more firmly 
based than the pyramids of Egypt," Christianity 
remains; and will remain, though heaven and 
earth should literally pass away, as long as the 
soul of man continues in existence. 

The solemn declaration however signifies more 
than this. It refers, not merely to the words 
themselves, but to the divine truth of their im
port; it avers, not only that the prophetical dis
course shall be kept in memory by the providence 
of God, but that it shall be confirmed, whatever 
else may fail or change, by the exact cones
pondence of the events foretold. Let us then 
consider these momentous forewarnings, and 
endeavour to apply them to the purposes for 
which they were given. 
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The Prophecy, to 'which this declaration re
lates, consists of t,vo parts. One part of it be. 
longs to the Jewish people, and the destruction 
of the temple and city of Jerusalem; with regard 
1'.0 which Jesus said, "Verily, verily, this gene
Fation shall not pass away till all these things be 
fulfilled." Anot her part belongs to a different 
display of the justice and majesty of God; for 
"of thai day and that,hour," said Jesus, "know. 
eth no man; no, not the angels that arcin heaven; 
but my Father only." 

Some difficulty has been found in determining 
precisely what portions of this prophetical dis. 
<['ourse should be assigned to the first of these 

'periods, and what to the second. And many 
commentators have been of opinion that the 
!respective portions were designedly intermixed, 
because the destruction of unbelieving and im
penitent Jerusalem wus to be a type 01" sign of 
the destruction of a wicked world at the last 
day. 'Vithout directly entering, however, on 
this question, we may easily satis(r ourselves, 
that a most important part of the prophecy was 
fuHiiled within the period to which it was ex
pressly 1imited; and that EI1otbet' part, of far 
greater importance, yet remains to be fuJfiiIed 
at a period still unknown. My object will con· 
sequently be to point out the exact accomplish
ment of the former part of the prophecy, and so 
ende?vour to impress you with the necessity of 
preparing for the awful certainty of the latter. 

L The portions of the prophecy which un
doubtedly belong to the first period are those 
which speak of the ruin of the tempLe> <::r.c city of 
Jerusalem, end the desolation of the land of the 
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Jews. "As some spake of the temple, how it 
was adorned with goodly stones and gins, he 
said: 

As for these things which ye behold, the days 
will come, in the which there shall not be left 
one stone upon another, that shaH not be thrown 
down. 

And when, he afterwards added, ye shall see 
Jerusalem compassed with armies. then know 
that the desolation thereof is nigh :-Then let 
them which are in J t:dea flee to the mountains, 
&c. For these be the days of vengeance, that 
all things which tire written (by the Prophets on 
that subject,) may be fnlfilled.-For there shall 
be great distress in the land, and \';ruth upon this 
people. And they shaH fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be Jed away captive into all 
nations: and. Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled." 

N ow all these things came to pass exactly as 
they were foretold. \'Vithin forty years, and so 
before the generation of men to whom Jesus 
spoke had departed from the earth, the Roman 
armies encompassed and besieged J erllsalem. 
After a terribledestruction of the miserable Jews 
by sword and lamine and pestilence, the city was 
taken by Titus the Roman General; the temple 
was burnt and completely demolished; and the 
people were either carried, or sold, into captivity 
among the various n~::_ions which composed the 
Roman Empire. And in that captivity-at least 
as a race despised and tl'ompled on-tlwy still 
continue, dispersed over the face of the earth. 

Of these facts there is no d0Ubt; all tbe world 
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know and acknowledge them. But how do we 
know, some persons would probably ask, that the 
words were actual1y spoken by Jesus 1 l\lay not 
the prophecy have been invented after the events 
had taken pJace1 ~rhe answer is :-we find it 
recorded by three original historians, Matthew, 
Mark and Luke; each of whom gives a plain 
and artless account of the life of Jesus, and that 
(as I could. easily show you) without concert 
between themselves, and without one horrowing 
from another. Moreover, all the traditions which 
we have concerning these historians (the earliest 
running up to the time of St. John,) lead us to 
believe that they severally wrote before the des
truction of Jerusalem :-Mattl~ew, probably, 
about eight years after our Saviour's ascension, 
Mark a few years later, and Luke within (at 
most) thirty or thirty five years. Besides, there 
is.a particular occurrence mentioned by ancient, 
writers, which she\vs that the Christians had 
received a warning to escape from J el'usalem. 
Josephus, the Jewish historian, who relates at 
length all the details of that dreadful war, states 
the fact, that at the time when the Roman ar
mies were completing their investment of the 
devoted city, "many" of the inhabitants" fled." 
And Eusebius, with other Christian historians, 
informs us that at that time all the believers in 
Christ "fled to Pella" and other places of se
curity beyond Jordan-so that not one Christian 
perished in the destruction of Jerusalem. 

We have thus the best evidence that the pro
phecy was really delivered by Christ. But is 
it, some would still demand, a real and divine 
prediction? ,Might not a sagacious person clearly 
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enough foresee that the turbulent and obstinate 
Jews would never rest until they had provoked 
the Romans to destroy their temple and capita], 
and put an end to their national character1 I 
reply-certainly not; because the Romans were 
not accustomed thus to treat the people whom 
they subdued. Their great statesman and phi
losofher, Cicero, who lived just bf."fore the age 
in which these things happened, remarks it as a 
creditable distinction of his countrymen, that it 
was their practice to preserve and incorporato 
conquered places, and notices ,-"jth regret a sin
gle exception (among those who had not waged 
war with savage barbarity) in the instance ofahe 
city of Corinth. So different were they, from 
whom alone Jerusalem had now to fear, [!'Om 
the Babylonians whose vengeance it had for
merty experienced. The probability was, con~ 
firmed by the experience of many nations and 
cities, that should the Jews, who had already 
been easily reduced to subjection and tribute, 
rebel against their conquerors, a few legions 
would quickly crush their frantic efforts; and 
an edict from the Emperor, making some chang
es in the government of the province, and secur
ing it against further disturbance, would treat 
the people with such forbearance and kindness 
as might be likely to win their gratitude, and in
duce them to rest satisfied under Roman pro
tection. This, I say, was the fair probuhility 
at that time. But, had it been less than it really 
was, and supposing it even likely that the peeu. 
liar temper and conduct of the Jews would pro. 
yoke the Romans to unusual severity, (such as 
they had exercised on Carthage and Numantia,) 
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how, I pray, could mere human wisdom foresee. 
so as confidently and distinctly to foretel, that 
during the time of that very "gene1'ation" Je
rusalem would be "compassed with armies"-' 
that its destruction would be complete and final 
-and that the 1vhole people would b~ led !lway 
into captivity among a variety of nations for a 
long and almost endless period 7 How could J e
sus discern that this was the precise time when 
all the threatenings contained in the books of 
the ancient Prophets would receive their accom
plishment 1 \tVe do not learn that any other per
son of that generation, whether Jew or Gentile. 
ventured to utter such a prediction; nor indeed 
that such a one was ever uttered concerning any 
other city or people. So clear and satisfactory 
is the proof, that he who spoke these words, 
was inspired by the wisdom of God. " 

2. Bearing therefore this great truth in mind, 
remembering that these are really the words of 
one who could look forward into futurity, let us 
proceed to take a view of the other part of the 
Prophecy; the part which has not yet been ful
filled. For Jesus was especially careful to ime 
press his diseiples with the assurance, that events 
far more awful and momentous were to be ex
pected after-long after-all those things had 
come to pass. 

" And he said, Take heed that ye be not de., 
ceived; for many shall come in my name, say
ing, I am Christ, and the time draweth near (_ 
and so history informs us that many false Mes
siahs, or professed deliverers of Israel, have 
appeared-some from before the destruction of 
Jerusalem;) go ye not therefore after them: But 
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when 'yO shall hear of wars anu eommotions, be 
not terrified; for these things must first come 
to pass; but the End is not by and by. 

Then said he unto the:n, Nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 
find great earthquakes shall Le in divers places, 
Gna famines and pestilences; and fearful sights 
and great signs shall there be from heaven. 
But before aU these they shall IQy their hands 
on YOil, and persecute you; delivering you up 
to the syr.agog'lE'S, and p:-isons, being brought 
bef0re kings anu rulers for my name's sake. 
(Tbese arc tbings which happened as much after 
tbe destruction of J erllsalcm as before it. Then 
gi;"ir;g directions how his disciples should act 
under all the circumstances which would befal 
them, inc1udin,! the troubles and misenes which 
were nenr at hand, be thus foretels the End of all:) 

And there shall bo signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 
(Lsti'CSS of nations with perplexity; the sea and 
tbe waves roaring; mens' hearts faiJinK them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are 
c\lming on the earth; for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. A nd then shaH they see the 
sign of THE SON OF M.\N coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory." 

Some have understood even this part of the 
Prophecy as if it figuratively descri bed the judg
ments which were coming on the Jews for theil' 
rejection of Christ and the Gospel; and others, 
with somewhat more of probability, have applied 
it to the triumph ot Christianity in the days of 
Constantine, the first Christian Emperor. But 
it is, I conceive, perfectly plain from the Epistles, 
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Gnu esp,-,cinlly from the t "11'0 Epistles of SL 
Paul to the Thessalonians, that the A postl~8) 
anu the whole Christian Church under their in
stl'lIction, looked for a very different fulfilment; 
-fot' nothing less than the real and personal 
coming of Christ to the last judgment of the 
world. The coming of the Lord is held out by 
them, either as a motIve to patience and perse. 
Vet'unCB under all tempoNll qjJlictions, or to 
awaken the careless and indifferent to a st3nse of 
their terrible danger,. objects scarcely to be 
answered by an expectation of the destruction 
of Jerusalem, or of the triumph of Constantine. 
Moreover, the coming of Christ, and the day of 
the 1,ord, are viewed in immediate connexion 
with the resurrECtion-as eveIlts in which the 
dead would be as much concerned as those who 
should be found alive; a consideration which 
undeniably proves how the A postles looked, 
and would have taught us all to look, for the 
fulfilment of the latter part of our Saviour's 
prophecy. 

Be it then our faith, that as slll'ely as theRo. 
mans came to execute the vengeance of offended 
heaven on the Jews, so surely shall Christ come 
" from heaven~ .0 take vengeance on them that 
obey not his Gospel, and to be glorified in his 
saints and admired in all that believe." "Hea
ven and earth shaH pass aWl'ly,·'Out his words 
shall not pass away." They were entirely veri. 
fied in that genemtion; and they will be on this, 
and on all the generations of men. These eyes 
-whether before or after the sleep of the grave, 
it matters not-shall see him descending in the 
clouds of heaven; and we-oven these bodies 
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and souls or ours-shall'pal'lakc, e!lhcl of the 
redemption, or the c"crlastillg ilcstruetion, or 
that cluy. And oh ~ may we learn to live lil\O 
~hose who really believe that these things shuH 
be! 

'''hat effect the belief should produce-yes, 
and must inevitably produce, on those who en
tertain it, Christ himself has taught us in the 
nlainest words: "And-
, Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and drunl{
enness, and cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares; for as a snare shall it 
come upon all them that dwcll on the face of the 
whole earth. "Watcb ye, therefore, and pray 
always, that yo may be accounted worthy to es
cape all these thmgs that shall come to pass, anti 
to stand before the Son of man." 

Is it possible to say any thing by which this 
solemn and affectionate admonition can be made 
more impressive? It is addressed, not to the 
daring unbcliever, but to us who pass for believG 
ers in Christ, but endanger our eternal hopes by 
yielding to the weakness and corruption of om 
Jlature. And alas, does it not strike us with the 
conviction, that too, too often-if not continual
ly--we have been regardless? At the convivial 
board, at our private table, in our common bu
siness, and amidst the amusements of life, have 
we not forgotten ourselves? Have we not lost 
sight of Christ and the judgment dny, amI ate 
and dranl{, and talked and acted, and partaken 
of diversions and pleasures, in a manner most 
clearly proving that etcrnity was far from our 
thoughts? And yet then, has never been a day, 
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or an hour, when this prediction n'l,ight not have 
been fulfilled. '-1'he time is left in complet~ 
uncertainty, in order that, as all have an interest 
in the event, nil sho;]Jd con~inually hold them
selves in readiness. 

Think then, let me say to each individual, what 
would have become of you, if our Lord had come 
at this, or t.hat, or anyone of numberless seasons 
which conscience fecals to your mind ?-U he 
had come when you were indulging in the plea
sures of mere sense, utterly forgetful of your 
spiritual nature and all its claims? If he had 
come when you \vere engrossed in worldly bu
siness-employed altogether about the things of 
this life, even if you did not allow yourself to 
violate truth or honesty, charity or peace, for 
the sake of them? If he had come when vou 
were joining in idle and frivolous, if not dir€~t1y 
improper conversation; or in foolish recreations, 
which "make a mock of sin," and play about 
its verge, if they do not absolutely plunge in its 
pollutions? If he had come when you were in
dulging the thoughts of your own heart-unholy 
or unkind, if they were not positively impure or 
malignant? 

Ah! does not everyone of us fee], that if he 
had come at those times we could not have en
dured the day of his coming; we could not have 
stood when the Judge appeared? In shame and 
confusion must we not have fallen on our faces 
to the earth, to await the sentence which must 
have banished us from the presence of his 
holiness? 

It is then a mercy that he has not yet appear
ed; it is a great mercy that the prophetic words 
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of the Son of man still vibrate ill our ears. Oh! 
let them now at least settle in our hearts; and 
rouse us to vigilance, and a life consistent with 
the hope of salvation, for the time to come. It 
may bo, that never more will the ,Yarning be 
addressed to 'us-

" Take yc heed; 1catch and ]ITay: for ye 
'-mow noi ll'hen the time is." 





THE END OF ALL THINGS. 

1 PETER 1\'. 7. 

The end of all Ikings is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayEl'. 

THE remark has occurred to many persons, 
on reading this passage, and others of similar 
import in the writings of t he A postles, that th~y 
appear to have conceived" the end of all things" 
much nearer than experience proves it to have 
bet'll. Hence some have looked about for ano
ther sense which ll,ight be fairly given to their 
words. One dass of critii:s seem almost to 
have persuaded themselves that such expressions 
referred, not to that consummation which we call 
" the end of the world," but to the destruction 
of Jerusalem and conclllsicn of the age of the 
Old Testament. Another class have been rather 
inclined to consider these expressions as little 
more than figur:ltive representations of the ap
proach of dealh-" the end of all things" in this 
world to each individual. 

It can scarcely 'be necessary to enter into a 
discussion of either of these nnterpret at ions, be
cause I believe all would admit tIle first and 
most obvious sense of tho words to be the most 
satisfactory-provided it should not iP'lply a false 
predict ion Of! the part of the Apostles, t he au
thorised and inspired interpreters of truth. 

But from such a suspicion it seems perfectly 
easy to exO,nerate their name. For in none of 



these places do they foretel any thing as oftiw;n
selves, but merely refer to a well known predictiun 
of Christ; adding perhaps some explanatory or 
illustrative circumstances. And in what terms 
had their Divine Master predicted the consum
mation of an things? Had he told them it was 
Ilear at hand? Had he told them it was far dis
tant 7 N eithmo the one, nor the other. Rut ho 
had very carefully apprised them that the period 
was not to be disclosed. He delivered a very 
solemn prophecy concerning a series of events, 
which were to ber!"in with the destruction of the 
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Jewish State and Church, and to end at the end 
of all things in the present world. Of the first 
great event, the destruction of JerusalEm, he 
precisely declared that it was very near; so near 
that that generation should not pass away, till 
all belonging to it was fulfilled :-and so it hap
pened even to the letter. "But of that (conclud
ing) day and hour," he said, "knoweth no man, 
no not the angels that are in heaven, neither the 
Son; but the Father." In the mean time it was 
his and his heavenly Fathet"s will, that the Apos
tles and all their [o1:owers should regard it as 
possibly, or even probably near 0 " Watch," 
therefore, he, says, "and pray that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these tbings that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son 
of man ;-And what I say unto you, I say unto 
all, Watch." For the same reason the prophe
cies relating to the end of the world, contained 
in St. John's Apocalypse, and other writings of 
the Apostles, are all carefully expressed in lan
guage which might be fulfilled, either at an ear
lier, or at a muc!l later period. "That day," 
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says St. Paul~ .. skill not come except" certain 
remarkable events shall have preceded it ;-but 
those events (a great departure from the true 
faith of the Gospel, and a sad display of prevail
ing wickedness and impiety) were of such a na
ture, tbat they might either have taken place 
witbin a few years, or have been protracted du
ring several centuries. For the duration oftbese 
events St. John indeed assigns certain terms of 
time :-but then he denominates them periods of 
'days,. and few, (I believe) if any, persons ever 
thought ot taking a day as the prophetical sym
bol for a year, until so :11any years had elapsed, 
lhat they might likewise apprehend the periods 
assigned to have nearly reached their conclu
sion. And with such admirable caution m'e 
these prophecies framed, that even now the same 
salutary uncertainty remains. For, supposing 
it to be at length absolutely certain that a pro
phetic day signifies a year ;-still, from the pe
culiar manner in which the prophetic periods are 
dated, from the room left for doubt whether se
veral periods were to succeed each other, or to 
be more or less s),nchronical, and from other cir
cumstances of an ambiguous complexion, no man 
can undertake to determine when the end will 
be. It may still be comparatively remote :-it 
may be .also, (for every word of prophecy might 
thus be accomplished) before" THIS generation 
shall have passed away." 

:.' The end of all things," said St. Peter there
fore-" the end of all things," may the minister 
of the same. Lord now say-" is at hand;" -not 
that it must·come to day, or to morrow, or with. 
in any precise} y determinable time; but that it 
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'may, may probably, soon arrive. i. Be ye there
fore sober," temperate with respect to all the 
enjoyments of life, "and watch" with minds 
awake and collected "unto prayer" -the em
pJoyment best fitted for the anticipation of a 
holier state and the more jmmediate presence of 
God. 

The certain prospect of death indeed at no very 
remote period ought, unquestionably, to affect 
,~s deeply, and exercise a powerful influence over 
the '''''hole course of our life. Were" the days 
of OUl' age" invariably three or four score or a 
hundred years, reason would still direct us to 
make good use of all our ~ppointed time; to 
.. consider the end," and do aU things with a de
liberate view to their final events. Nor could 
there be any just doubt concerning the kind of 
life which eren in that case it would behove us 
to pUt'sue. FOI', setting aside all other conside. 
rations, what but a virtuous and holy life could 
we conceive 'calculated to produce a desirable 
futurity 7 Did we not even look forwards for 
'ourselves-did we not extend our view to our 
-personal existence in a world to come-still the 
good man is the only one who leaves any thing 
good behind him here. " J ustic'e and benevo
lence, U as the Roman statesman and moralist 
well reminds his readers, alone obtain the es
'tcem and love of those with whom we Jive; alone 
constitute the name and character which can be 
1ion'Ol'ed by posterity. By such qualities also, 
>al~ne, careful1y communicated to our chi-Idl'en, 
'and otbers under our influence, our worth. sur
~hre's our dissolution; and thus, according to 
the natural course of things, the consoling 
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promises of the Royal Poet receive their accom~ 
plishment.-:-" The generation cf the upright 
shall be blessed; and his I'ighteousness enduretl1 
for ever," But reason and revelation coincide 
in leading us to anticipate another world; for 
whidl therefore the present life ought evidently 
to be reg::lrded as a state of preparation. And 
for a happy futurity surely it is inconceivable 
that any kind of life, but that in which sanctity 
and virtue have become habitual, should prepare 
and capacitate the soul. Were W(l then sure of 
reaching the fU1·thest bound of human life, wis
dom would still admonish l1S-" The end of all 
things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and 
watch-unto prayer !" 

But how little probability is there that we
that any particularised individual among us
should attain to such an age! "Few," we 
weHImow, "are they who find it." In youth, 
in maturer )'ears. in all parts of the successive 
periods of life, men are seen to die. They dis
appear from the earth: their name and charac
ter, such as they may have become, irrevocably 
fixed in this world; and (as far as we can see) 
their state and destiny in the world of spirits as 
irreparably decided. 'Vho then, that justly con
siders these things, does not feel himself deeply 
affected by them? Who does not often hear a 
warning voice-as if a messenger had come to 
him from the other world-that "the end of all 
things is at hand;" that there is no time to be 
lost; that he has none (not a day,) to waste on 
frivolous yanities, still less to abuse in low and 
,polluting pleasu res; that neither the enjoyment~ 
nor the cares of this life should be suffered to 



engross his mind; but that he should make :t. 
sober and temperate use of the various objects 
of sense, and by the habitual practice of devo
tion l~eep himself prepared fOl" his removal to the 
eternal state, whenever the time may come? 

Such are the reflections naturally suggested 
by the ordinary uncertaillties of our mortal life; 
reflections which the unexpected departure of 
0111' friends or neighbours is calculated, and 
douhtless int ended, to excite; reflections which 
their disappearat;lce for ever from the throng and 
husiness of life ought to invest with awful so
lemnity. Here (should we reflect)-as we miss 
1hem in the pubiic way, from amongst the as
semblies of men, above all as we look upon their 
vacant place within the house of Pr3)'er ;-here 
they were the other day, and now"they al"egone; 
lrrecoverably, unchangeably, everlastingly gone. 
Oil! how great does the importance now appear 
of the life they led on earth! If they were clla. 
l"acterised by any moral oblIquity, how painful. 
ho"" distl essing, the remembrance. No good or 
happy cifeet, we all see and feel, can have been 
produced by such causes; nay we know not how 
to dwell upon the thought, and can only turn for 
relinf, with vague and indefinable hopes, to the 
infinite mercy of Almighty God, and" the blood" 
which was "shed fOI" the sins of the world." 
But, on lhe olher'hand, what comfort and en
couragement do we derive from the contempla
~iGn of departed goodness! The upriO"ht and 
just, the kind and bCllevolent, the charit~ble and 
merciful, leave in OUI· bearts a cheerful and lovely 
imag'e. And if their sociai virtues have been 
sanctified Loy a spirit of pure and fervent piety; 
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if we have seen them (C doing justly,loving mercy, 
and walking humbly with their God;" we then 
behold them assuredly delivered from all evil. 
"arrayed in white robes and palms in their 
hands," admitted "before the throne of God," 
and ;, serving him day and night in his" heavenly 
.. teruple." The inference for ourselves is ob
vious and impressive, We are mortal, as they 
were; we hold our lives by as frail a tenure; 
annther week, or another day. may number 'lts 

among those who have been; and fix our charac
ter among men, and our fate in the eternal world, 
jnst as irrevocably as theirs have been fixed. 
N ow then let us consider whether the prospect 
is such as to satisfy our minds. If now called 
away, would we leave a mem0t'y which survivors 
ought to cherish; and would our spirits antici
pate an eternal peace and serenity? -A nd if such 
considerations are unsatisfactory-if they bring 
ungrateful convictions on our conscience, let 
them by all means produce their proper effect on 
our lives: let them arouse us to a thorough ex
amination of our disposition and conduct, with a 
determination to reform whatever shall be wrong: 
Jet us "redeem the time," and by the mercies of 
Christ secure the everlasting redemption of our 
souls. 

Thm'e are periods when it pleases God fo visit 
mankind with peculiar judgments; and through 
one of these we are evidently passing. A dire 
disease has been seen to fall, like a blast from 
heaven, on various regions of the earth, sweeping 
as it were over its appointed space, and des
troying \-vith almost inconceivable rapidity the 
powers of life. Many a spot arotlnd !lS, some 
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for the second time, ,have been marked by its 
dreadful ravages; and, although the apparent 
physical causes of its introduction and extension 
may be less observable among us, it would still 
be wrong'and presumptuous to imagine ourselves 
exempt from danger. The moral causes-if le
vity and thoughtlessness, if intemperance and 
profligacy, if impiety and profaneness, if a life 
notoriously regardless of its final account-if 
these are admitted as sufficient reasons for an 
extraordinary intervention of Providence, the 
moral causes, it cannot be denied, exist among 
us in formidable force. Well then may this 
disease be regarded as a special messenger from 
hea;?en-an "angel .of destruction," alas, to 
some, but charged with a message of peculiar 
mercy to the rest; calling us all to serious re
flection, repentance and amendment of life. Oh! 
let the call penetrate our hearts; and, lmowing 
not how near "the end of all things" may be, 
let us " be soher and watch unto prayer." 

The true force, however, of the admonition 
before us certainly lies in this ;-that God hath 
appointed another world to supersede the pre
sent state of things, and has left us in utter un
certainty when he will effect the mighty change; 
that it may come any day, and the day in which 
it does come will be a "day of judgment"-a 
day of discrimination between the good and the 
bad-when" these shall go away into everlast
ing punishment, but the righteous into life eter
na1." :For this day the dead are represented as 
waiting, either in trembling fear, or in joyful 
bo-pe ; for this the living are required to stand 
prepared by spending evel'Y day as if it might 
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he the last. l\'Iay we "have grace" to act 
agl'eeably to these most momentous truths! May 
we, one and all, become sober and serious;
laying a due restraint on our appetites and pas
sions; regulating our whole conouct by the 
rules of reason and religion; withdrawing, as 
far as the duties of our station will permit, from 
scenes of dissipation and profligacy; and firmly 
resisting the temptations which it may not be 
possible entirely to avoid. And may we " watch 
unto prayer"-devoutly uniting in the supplica
tions of the Church, and maintaining a constant 
and holy communion with heaven in private. 
Thus should we be prepared fOl' all events, be-

.cause prepared for" the end of all;" and might 
hope to meet the severest trials with humble 
fortitude-shewing to others, and enjoying in 
ourselves, the incomparable excellence of Chris
tia:n faith and hope; the moral dignity and hap
piness of that man, whose "heart standeth jast, 
trusting in the L01'd." 





THE STILL fJ~L\LL \OI(' ~~. 

1 IG:';C.,: XIX. ll, 12. 

Behold the Lonl passed btl,. and a g,"eat IlIJ.Il.,[rone: winr{ rent the 
moullla'ins and brake ;;; piece3 the rocks before tKe Lord, ",d the 
Lord was not in the wind,. and afler L1e 11';"'[ an em"thquake, 
bitt the Lord mas not in the c'arlhqll('/a; and after the earth
qnake afire, buf the Lord t[las not in the/ire.' and (lfter the fire 
a still small t'oice. 

THE Scriptures contain no explanation of 
this most remad~il.ble and ever memorable ma
nifestation of the Lord. It \vas intended to make 
its own impression on tbe mind ot Elijah, and 
is left to work its O\011n effect on those who read 
his history, Probably therclorc we should not 
do right, if we \Vei'e to amx to it anyone 
precise signification; to confi.ne it to the circum
stances and events by which the Lord was made 
known in the Prophet's time; or to consider it 
as directly prophetic of any which have since 
oecu rred. It is rather significative of the way 
in which God generally reveals himself to men, 
and in which they should look fol' such disco
veries. Doubtlc~s however it bad an especial 
reference to the state of the Prophet's mind, and 
has been recorded fOl' our admonition and in
struction. We are therefore at liberty to consi
der the general ideas which it may seem naturally 
to convey; and apply thern to Elijah and the 
scenes through which he was passing-, ns also to 
the dispensations of divine government which 
more particularly concern ourselves, 

s 
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The general ideas which the passage naturally 
conveys are, I conceive, such as these :-that 
God ':'ces not so fully reveal himself by the 
more violent displays of his power, as by the 
calmer and more siiellt intimations of his will. 
The devastating wind, the destructive earth
quake, and the consuming fire, go "before the 
Lord," and awaken a thoughtless wodd to his 
majesty and wrath; but his good and gracious 
counsels, the plan which he has fom1ed, and the 
object which he pursues when all opposition is 
overthrown, the works of human pride levelled 
in the dust, and sin and "sinners consumed out 
of tile earth ;"-these are understood by that man 
only who listens to the" still small voice," by 
which the Lord speaks to his waiting and o~e
dient servants. In a certain sense indeed the 
Lord is in the wind, the earthquake and the fi.'e; 
tor all such things are the effects of his will, and 
consequently manifestatioQs, in a measure, of 
his nature; but jf we regarded these alone, we 
should form but a very imperfect, and in fact a 
very wrong, notion of God. Wisdom and good
ness are his most essential attributes, his darling 
pel'fections, his delight and glory: when these 
are revealed to the soul, it learns to view mercy 
as prevailing against judgment; learns that the 
Almighty afflicts in order to correct, lays low 
~o raise and establish, and (in a sense it may be 
said,) destroys to revive and save for ever, . 

]. Let us now apply these ideas to the case 
and circumstances of Elijah, This great Pro
phet was raised up to restore the knowledge and 
worship of God in Israel at a time of almost 
~mirersal ignorance and apostacy. For this 
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purpose he was ordained, not only to publish th~~ 
Lord's word, but to he the minister of his Justice 
and his mercy. He was first commissioned to 
make this declaration to Allah, the idolatrous 
king, "As the Lord God of Israel liveth, hefore 
whom I stand, there shall not he dew nor rain 
these years, hut according Lo my word;" and a 
10ng drought and most distressing famine con
firmed the truth of his pretensions. At length, 
« in the third year," when the people might have 
been supposed to he thoroughly humbled, and 
prepared to make a proper account of the mercy. 
"the word of the Lord came to Elijah, (who had 
fled to the neighbouring country of Zidon for a 
scanty sustenance) saying, Go, shew thyself to 
Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth." But 
that the impression might be the stronger, and 
the people at once (if possible) weaned from their 
chief and leading sin, the Lord determined at the 
same time to make a signal manifestation of his 
infinite superiority over all the false gods whom 
they ignorantly worshipped, and enahle his Pro
phet to execute due judgment on the prophets or 
priests of the predominant idolatry. When the 
fire had fallen from heaven and consumed Eli
jah's sacrifice, so that the people fell on their 
faces and said, "The Lord-he is the God," 
and when all the incorrigible prophets of Baal 
had been put to death at his command ;-then 
" the Lord sent a gracious rain and refreshed 
his inheritance." 

Elijah might now reasonably expect a great 
change in his circumstances, as well as in tlrte 
principles and character of his countrymen~ He 
might suppose idolatry entirely destroyed, and. 
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I:)O:C for d'e r8Sn2GL and honor as the distin
.~:li~::led P;'ophct' and minister of the Lord of 
Fios!§. But 110'.'1 IWferent was his experience! 
,J :~z,.:hel, tbe heathen wife of Ahab, the chief 
author nnd supporter of the idolatrous worship 
in Israel, still retained her influence, and was 
stili unreelaimed. Immediately after the asto
nishing miracle which God had wrought in con
firmation of the Prophet's word,and the execution 
of justice according to the divine law on the 
prophets of B~U11, the haughty and infatuated 
queen sent this message to Elijah, "So let the 
;Gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy 
![fo as the liCe of one of them by to morrow at 
this time," ,,1 e might bave tbought that Elijah 
would securely defy the menace; that he would 
ll;].ve placed his trust in that God, who had so 
recently and so victoriously maintained the 
cause of his servant, :'.nd made him apparently 
the converter of the whole peorle. But it was 
not so. ,\Vlletbcl' b3 sought in "(lin for some 
expn'ss pl'omise of protection ; whether the Lord 
was pleased to inform him that OB this occasion 
he must not expect miraculous assistance; 01' 

whether he was merelv left to his own natural· 
weakness :-these thil;gs we know not ;-but we 
are distinctly told that he had the same appre
hension, and pursued the same course, which 
any ordinary man would have done. He" fled 

'for his life;" he took refuge in "the wilder
ness;" and was there so oppressed with des~ 
pondency and sorrow, as to utter this prayer, 
"It is C::llUUgh now, 0 Lord, take away my life; 
for I am not bettel' than my fathel's." At that 
season of depression, he seems to have imagined 



:(':~;t an his labours and sufferings, all the divme 
truths wh;'~~,!; he lmd taught, and the grand mi
rad2s which had accompanied thom, were in 
vam ;-Jezebel remained ill power, and would 
very soon, as the clistempcred mind of Elijah 
forebol:~tl, pervert the people again, and renew 
the abominations Yi!:ich he had suppressed. 

But tbe Propbet was not deserted. An ang~l 
supplied him with food; the same heavenly mes
:"2U~>,j" ];cd 1:iH1 in safety through a journey of 
forty days; and the power of God defended and 
supported him until he arrived at Horeb, or Sinai, 
" tbe mount of God"-where he had originally 
revealed himself to the children of Israel. There 
the word oftlte Lord came to him, and demanded. 
" \Vhat doest tholl here, Elijah?" His answe~o 
full v disclDsed the state of bis mind. Overlook 
ing -the late most l'nemorable transactions, as d 
they had n~ver been, he says, "I have been very 
j~~alous for the Lord God of Hosts, for the chil. 
dren of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
tIm}'.'.',) Gown thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life to take it away." Then the 
remarkable scene followed \yhich the text des~ 
cribes. But what arc the words uttered by the 
" still small voice" wbich bespoke the immediate 
presence of Jehovah? They were of a character 
widely diffel·ent from the Prophet's apprehen
sions. They fully upheld him in his high and 
awful office. "Go," said the Lord, "return on 
thy way to the wilderness of Damascus; and. 
when thou com28t, anoint Hazael to be ],jug 
over Syria; and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, shalt 
thou anoint to be l~ing over Israel; and Elisha, 
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the son of Shaphat, shalt thou anoint to be Pro
phet in thy room. And it shaH come to pass, 
~hat him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shaH 
Jehu slay; and him that escapeth tho sword of 
Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me se
ven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have 
not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which 
hath not kissed him." 

Now here I think we may, without much dif. 
ficulty, perceive the impressions, which this pe
culiar manifestation of Jehovah was calculated 
to make on Elijah's mind. 

It would therefore natumlly tend to compose 
his feelings. Was there any thing m him cor
responding with the wind, the earthquake, or 
the fire1 Was there any thing violant, agitating, 
or indicative of undue warmth of temper1 'Vas 
the Prophet exasperated and indignant at the 
treatment hereceived1 Did hetl'emble with rage 
at the failure, as he then appeared to consider it, 
of his attempts to "turn the heart" of the people 
" back again" to the Lord 1 Was he ready to 
call for vengeance on his enemies, and consume 
them in his wrath 1 "God was not" in such pas
sions. They were the workings of human nature, 
not of the holy Spirit in the heart. It was the 
Prophet's duty not to give himself up to such 
impetuous feelings, but to wait for the "still 
small voice" of reason, deliberation and patience. 

But the scene might be yet more instructive 
to Elijah. He was a "man of God," and really 
anxious that. the name of the Lord should be 
glorified, and his will obeyed. Doubtless he 
could say with the strictest sincerity, "I have 
'been very jealous f01' the L01'd God of Hosts," 
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dthough ercn ,in him human infirmity would 
mingle with what ''''as holy and divine. He had 
therefore, we may suppose, ardently hoped and 
fondly trusted that the late displays of divine 
powe:- and justice would have effected an uni
versal and lasting reformation in Israel; and 
now that he so soon found the contrary, he might 
have thought it worthy of the Lord,-he might 
have been disposed to make it the object of his 
prayer-that the sterm of God's anger, the earth
quake of his indignation, or the fire of his wrath, 
should terrify or destroy the incorrigible nation. 
Such thoughts were not altogether wrong; but 
they were hasty and indiscriminate. Too many 
of the people \verc indeed abandoned to iniquity, 
and, notwithstanding such partial and temporary 
repentances as Elijah had lately witnessed, 
would become in time ripe for destruction; but 
the "still small voice" of divine wisdom and 
goodness pronounced otherwise concerning a 
select number. That same voice therefore rle
creed the destruction of the former when the 
time should arrive, chose the fittest instruments, 
and appointed Elijah himself to designate them 
to their office. But, with respect to the "sc',cn 
thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal," 
these, said the voice, "I have reserved to my
self;" -in the midst of terror and destruction they 
should be safe. The invasions of Hazael might 
alarm them; the subversion of the kingdom by 
J elm might. fill them with consternation; the wars 
and famines, and other calamities which would 
happen according to the word of Elisha, might 
threaten to destroy them :-but whatever they 
might apprehend, whatever they might suffer, 



they ,vere the "reserved" 0[' l;lc~ Lord, anJ 
he would be their sure and Gl2mal deLve;'e:'. 
I Thus this peculiar manifestation 0[' the Deity 
had a'direct and powerful tendency to U·dD'1uit• 
lizeand settle the Prophet's mind. It. taught 
him to wait with patience for the 1.0:-<1'8 timo, 
t.o judge as he judges, and to piace Q full confi
dence in the equity of bis proceeding::< .. \Ve 
find him therefore immcdiateiy 3l(cnvrmls a:s
missing his fears, leaving the unprofitable soli. 
tune to which he had fled, a:"!d in the face of (ili 
his enemies steadily and undauntedly pursuing 
the path assigned him. . 

2. Let us now attempt an appLcc:lion of the 
Barns principles to the dispensations of divine go
vernment which more particularly concern our~ 
lJelves. The methods, by which God rna!-:es l1i:n
self known to us, are his ordinary providence and 
extraordinary revelation ;-and with respect to 
each of these the scene before us is instructive. 

-For, with respect to tbe ordinary course of 
tlinne providence, as it is c;}r;'ied on by the ope
rations of nature, very imperfect and erroneous 
indeed would be our ideas of God, if we regard. 
ed only the stormy "wind, the earthquake, and 
the fire." Such tbings, we know, are set at 
work by him; they are the instruments of his 
vengeance on a sfl1ful world; sometimes they 
appeal' especially appointed to execute his judg. 
ments on particular nations or individuals; they 
spread alarm and dismay through the hearts of 
Olen, and awaken them to the power m:d justice 
()f the Lord. But "the L01'd is not in them;" 
they perform his "strange work" ---the work 
which· sin~ alas ~ renders necessary, but which 
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WOlllJ be l;dle!';vise el,0;etber forciglJ to th,:; 
nature Co,. will of God, .. His delight IS in hles
swg. uot ill cursing;" in preserving the world 
which he bas marle. not in affiicti!w or dcstrov-,.., J 

ing it; in making his creatures happ)', not ~n 
terri(ying or eonslImir:;;, the,)l, 'l'be" still SJ1Ul-U 

'vo'ice," which breathes ill the healthy and re
freshing breeze; t he testimony born~ by tht; 
boneficial order of nature; the comfortahle as
surance which the attentive observer perpetu
ally receives from the creation <Jwund him ;-
the Lord s:lying in his heart, "While the earth 
remaineth, seed time anJ harvest, nuu cold and 
heat. and sun~mer and winter, and day and 
night shall ;let cease :"-this tells us much more 
of God-this giv;"s us a far better llOtion of him 
who is " good to all, and his tender mercies over 
all bis works," Just so in human ~overnmentt;; 
-it is !lot the terrors of war or of justice ;-it 
is not the alarms which may be spread through 
the world, or the punishments infiieted on pub
lie enemies ()I' transgressors at home; which 
constitute good govcmment: hut the things 
in which every ,vise governor far mOl'e de!igb~,) 
are those measures which pl'Omote virtue nnd 
peace; viz, industry. order, and the quiet 
-employment of tile several powers and ta!ems of 
the people, 

'rile same observations hold with respt)ci to 
the extraordinary revelations which God has 
made of himself. Every dispensation of God 
'indeed must have its judgments, as well as its 
mercies, until sin and sinners be no more; but 
there is-this difference between the t.wo great 
dispensations with which we are acquainted, the 

T 
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Law of Moses and the Gospel of Christ,-1hat 
in the Law judgment is more apparent, and 
m.;rcy in the Gospel; and consequently '.ve learn 
morc-much more-of God from the" still small 
voice" of Christ, than from the storm, 1 be earth
quake and the fire, which literally attended the 
promulgatic;n of the Law on Mount Sinai, and 
in the spiritual sense prevail throughout the 
whole system of Moses. In fact the severities 
of the Law answered the same purpose with the 
wind, the earthquake, and the fire of Elijah; 
they went before the Lord; tbey prepared .\.ne 
way for Emmanuel; they drew the attention of 
mankind to the divine wisdom and goo,dness 
about to be manifested in the Gospel. For when 
he appeared, who was ., God manifest in the 
flesh," how remarkably different was his appear
ance from tile circumstances which accompanied 
the promulgation of the Law. A mall, unat
tended with pomp or ceremony, wOl:kjng mir.a
des indeed, but those o1'a merciful and bountiful 
kind, in gentle and encouraging accents, is heard 
to say-" Come unto me, all p~ that labour and 
are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest: 'ralw 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I ntn 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall fi·nd r~st 
unto your souls; for my . yol,e is e~sy and my 
burden is light." 'rhis is the voice of Christ; 
yet this "sti 11 small voice" pronoHnces grea~ and 
awful things, as did t~hat which was heardqy the 
Propbet. It foretold a succession of calamitous 
inflictions upon the Jewish nation, and upon the 
world, until both should be d€stroyed for. their 
unbelief and disobedience. But like tbatit 
speaks with confidence of a remnant who 'should 
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be left :,:,,-,-1' he that enduredl to the cnd sbaH 
be saved: my sheep heal' my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me; and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never pe~ 
rish: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee the crown of life." 

We are now living under the dispe!lSlution of 
the Spirit. Since the ascension of Christ, the 
Holy Ghost has been the immediate governor 
of the Church. And in his operations also a 
distinction may be observed, not unlike that 
which presented itself to the mind of the Pro
phet. At his first descent, there came "a 
rushing mighty wind,"" cloven tongues as of fire" 
rested on the A postles, and they were enabled 
to awaken the attention of the world by the ex
ercise of miraculous powers. But these were to 
be of transient duration; they were the works of 
the Lord, but "the Lord was not" in them; 
they preceded" the still small voice" with which 
the Apostles, as inspired and directed by the 
Spirit, communicated divine truth to their atten
tive hearers. And is there not somewhat of the 
same kind to be observeu in the internal opera
tions of the sarno Spirit? Are there not often 
excited within us violent convictions, "rending 
(as it were) the mountains, and breaking in pie~ 
ces tbe rocks before the Lord 1" Aro there not 
agitations and convulsions, overthrowing our 
proud plans, changing the current of our pur. 
poses, and producing great alterations in the 
whole face of our characters? Are there not 
fires of holy indignation, and zeal, and revenge 
against our sinful passions? AU thE)se are wprks 
of the Spirit of God, and prepare us to rec~ilf8 
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his :'7racious iliflnence;' but yet "the I./ord j; 
not':'in-lhem. as he is in "the still small voice" 
.,;hich whispers to our understandings and onr 
cl:mscicnces when we are brought to listen with 
undisturhed attention, and are <iispo,'5ed, Wiihoi:t 
.esistance or hesitation, to obey and f01l0\o/ his 
holy admonitions, 

Tbere arc prooably many interpositions of 
f}iFine j::ls(icc nnd mercy yet 10 be expected in 
~he afl'ail's of the Church and of the world; but 
~er1ainIJ one great proceeding remains, which 
concludes the dispensations Of the governm~l'lt 
"f God, as far as they have yet been revealed: 
-the judgment day. Then Christ "viII be seen 
in all the glory of his pow('r, and \vil! certainly 
come to "take vengeance on those who know 
not God nor obey his Gospel." Theil will he 
the wind-the earthqunke-and {h~ fil'(>. All 
rocks and mountains will be fent and broken to 
(;U'!.l; 1hz earth \vill reel £0 and fro; the world 
'\self and aU things therein wil! be tbe prey of 
~Hl universal conflagration. A Ii n:Hions will b.D 
~ssemhJed before the Son of man; Clnd his 0,\"'11 

"'0ice willcpronouncejudgment---even "everlast
ing puoisbment"-upon Ih0 incorrigibly wicked. 
1/ et i heso fu·e not t he things in which he delights; 
) l1CT are necessarv. and, \yj: h reference to their 
eire"cation by di.·i·~c power, "God" is called" a 
,'.nnsumlng fire;" but still. jf I mny so speak. 
"the Lord is not in them." Hence we find tbat 
the Apostles, after the example of their divine 
master, dwell not so much on these terrific scp-n€s~ 
[,ut hasten forwrn-d>! to the final glOl-ies of the 
"'.c."0dd In come, "NeYertheh:ss," (hey 8<Jy. al. 
ihollgh God be just, and YC7"lg0~.H;ce must fall on 



• • ..1 f' . 1 , ,-tnfi 1\(,;'",1/ 0 Ine iYICri:en, "we. ac(',ormng t;) his 
premise, look for nm'\' heavens:md A new earth 
"Therein dwclleth righteousness" -where" God 
himsdf shall be ,,,,,,,jlh nWI1, and there flhall be no 
more denlh. nor serro,,,, nor crying; for the for
Tner things (will have) passed nWI1Y." 

In conclusion. let :De f€'qU€st you to obs€rve 
who nie the persons that may expect (0 hear 
"the still small Toice." Thoy M(-\ not the vain 
r:nd thou~htl~~ss children ofthe world, who fali 
in with the prevailing customs and fashions of 
their time,' consuit. their present interests or 
pleasures, and serve m"mmon instead of God. 
They are not 1 he people wbo, v\'ben nrrested by 
an)' striking event, become ::wriolls, ahLlndon their 
idols, and adopt good principles for a day: but 
"l1 the morrow return to their former course. 
They are not even those, who on, ,;vard Iy indeed 

'h \-..- d' (" 1 • d r;c .ere 10 i 10 Lor tt1f'lr,~Od, spcn,;;:ng <In act-
;;~g in his name; but iodu!g-{) ungodly tpmywrs. 
;:,i;gf'r, or en,,)", or rcsfmgc, (f, disconlcnt. They 
;-ne not those \'i ho still need to be alarmed or 
subdued hy the di1'plr.Js of divine power and 
vengeance. But tbey an; those ser .. ants of the 
Lord, who calmly watch :md patiently \Vait for 
the manifestation of his will; who attend to him 
ns he speaks hy his providence, by llis vmrd end 
ministers, and by the whispers of Lis Spirit; and 
who are feady to go [lnd to do, as be shall be plea
sed to direct them. These shall understand tbe 
way of the Lord, and find the kno .. vledge of God ; 
these shall know and enjoy his boodn~ss; (;') 
them he shaH reveal himself more aDd more. 
until, having walked and held happy C'CIWH8e 
·1('·- hI h ,I" ".j wlt, Jod iwre _e ow, t .• ey sr.",:; De Et1rnllt~", to 
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his unclouded presence above, "sec him as he 
is, and know as they are .known." 

Let us then, my Brethren, if we would be 
partakers of such blessed privileges, cultivate 
contmually such a disposition. Let us, in tho 
first place, resolutely forsake the sins and follies 
of the world, and say in our hearts, " The Lord 
-he is the God; the Lord he is the God!" Let 
us, in the next place. restrain and suppres~ every 
turbulent and unruly passion, that we may pay 
a due attention to "the still small voice" of the 
Lord. Let us, like Elijah, have our solemn 
seasons for "wrapping the face in the mantle, 
and going out and standing in the entering of 
the cave"-excluding from.our view all earthly 
objects, leaving our secular cares, and commun
ing singly with our own hearts and with our 
God. And, after the Prophet's example. let us 
directly and fully perform the commandments· 
<;>f the Lord; placing a firm and entire trust in 
his faithfulness, love and poWer; and unchange
ably assured that, in going the way and doing 
the will of God. he will "deliver us from evm"y 
evil work, and preserve us to his heavenly 
kingdom." 



THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

PSALM XLIV.!. 

We "ave heard with our ears, 0 God, 01£,· fathers have told til 
what work thou didst in their days, in tlte times of old. 

. IT is the great characteristic of a religious 
man, according to the oldest and most venerabl~ 
of historians, t hat he "wallis with God." 
'Vherevcr such a man goes, he feels himself in 
the presence of the Being who created, sustains 
and governs the world: that awful Being he 
considers it his duty (0 bear continually in mind~ 
and regard all things with reference to him. 
Nor merely in the system and course of nature 
does the religious character perceive and adore 
the Deity: he recognises also the intervention 
of the Most High in the affairs of men; of pri
vateindividuals, .and of collective hodies. In 
no respect are the sacred writers of Israel more 
remarkably distinguished, 1 han for their con
stant acknowledgments of the Supreme Being 
as the God of their nation: the history of that 
nation, as narrated by them, is a history of Di~ 
vine Providence. Jehovah is represented as 
their cre<1tor and father; their guide, protector 
and deliverer; their lawgiver and king; theil' 
prophet, priest. and judge. H~m they ?elebrate 
in all theIr natIOnal poetry; hiS perfections they 
glorify; in his presence they rejoice as the source 
of all their enjoyments; his absence they mourn 
as the cause of all their sufferings. And was 
this adorable Being the God of Israel alone1 
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In 11 peculiar sense h,:; was; b:Jt their own in~ 
sou'ed. .Prophets have taufrbt llt:l, even ISVCltv D1i· • 0, • 

tion under heaven, to reg::>;'j him also as our 
God_ " Have we not," . we may enquire in tho 
words of a member of that holy company, "ono 
father, and bath not one God created IIs1" And 
in the words ofar-other we may reply, nayin thO-B6 

of the Almighty himself to tbnt peculim' people, 
" Thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel, tbe 
God of the whole earth shall he lot::! called,;> 

Of all the nntions among \yhic:l the globe has 
been divided in modem times, none surely ha::; 
greater reason to looh up to Cod vvitb reverence 
and gra.titude, tban thc:t \vhich cOflstitotes tho 
hea(( of tr;o Bridsh emDi ,"e. }\ fEd in nddressing I ,_ 

a con~'~'egat;on of the estnL!i;,;he::! Church of 
Engla~1d,~I sbr:q scarcely be thougbt to net an 
invidicus and tnlbecoming p:}r:, if i take a view 
of the bi:;tory o!- our counU'y as illustrative of 
the' wisdom and ["oodness (;r Providence; and 
remind my felhHv ~ol.mtrymcn, as the pious and 
patriotit: Psalmist reminded the people of hraet 
thnt " \.Ve have !ward wit h OUl' ears, and our 
l:1.thers h~vc told us, what thou. 0 God, didst in 
their days, in the times of old" 

The origin of ancient nations, except. those of 
which sacred history treats, is lost in obscurity; 
nor have we any authentic account of the people 
who ~nhabitcd Albion before the invasion of 
Julius Cmsal". Certain however it is, that in 
days of very remote antiquity a race of men ca· 
pable of forming great designs, and of carrying 
those designs into effect, must have been planted 
in . tbe' island by Him, who'" separated the 
SOilS of Adam, . <md divided to the nations theil' 
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inheritance." Of those men, and oftheil' mighty 
undertakings, STONEH,ENGE remains the monu
ment and emblem. In the midst 01 an immense 
plain, where to this day the plollghshare hath 
rarely broken the glebe, the travellet· surveys 
with astonishment and admiration stones of al
most incredible magnitude, some fallen on the 
ground, others still standing in their places, 
which could nevel' have been moved without 
mighty force, directed by a mechanical know
ledge hardly to be imagined of a barbarous age. 
These are the relics of vast circles and ovals, 
which in ali probability once formed the metro
politan. temple. By means of which no certain 
i9.ea can now be formed, these huge blocks of 
stone were raised out of distant quarries, con
veyed to their present sit.e, he\<vn with the instru
ments of the mason, and some fixed upright as 
pillars on the grollml, on whose heads others," 
like prodigious architraves, were accurately 
mortised. Examining these gigantic remains of 
the ancient inhabitan,s of our country, with a. 
collection in my hand of all that historians and 
antiquaries have said concerning them, I cannot" 
describe my feelings when I found the e:uliest of 
&ll these writers totally uninformed on the sub
ject of their origin :-the very age of the world' 
when Stonehenge was built, and the name of the 
people who built it, were unknown alike to' 
Norman, Saxon aHd "Roman records. . 

It appears however from the observations and 
experience of Cresar and other Roman com· 
I;Ilanders, who, with all the advantages of supe
rior discipline, ancI the long tried valour and 
conduct of legions which conquered the world, 

v 
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hardly succeeded in effecting the subjugation 
of Britain, that our aboriginal ancestors were 
men of no ordinary cast. .. At Cresar's coming 
hither,"suys our Milton, great in British history, 
as well as in heroic poetry. "such, lik.eliest, 
were the Britons, as the wl'iters of those times 
and their own actions represent them; in cou
rage, and warlike readiness to take advantage 
by ambush or sudden onset, NOT INFERIOR TO 

THE ROM"\NS, NOR CASSIBELAN TO CJESAR; 

in wen pons, a,ms, and the skill of encamping, 
embattling and fortifying (alone) overmatched," 
"Their dealing," says Diodorus. the Greek wri
ter of ancient Sicily, "was plain and simple 
without frauG." And so strihing was the mag
nanimity of their prince Caractacus, when mis
fortune had betrayed hjm into the hands of the 
Romans, that the Emperor Claudius felt it im. 
possible to keep so generous a spirit in chains. 

But it is especially to be observed that even 
in those times the island was celebrated for its 
religion; a religion which, whatever might be its 
faults, was certainly of a sublime and ennobling 
character, Amidst their groves of enduring oak 
the Britons were taught by their Druids to as
pire after immortal honors; and such was the 
reputation of these priests, that Be'itain, as we 
are assured by Cresar, became the fountain and 
school of Dru'idical learning. 

The causes from vi'hlch Oll!' forefathers, in their 
state of comparative barbarism, attained to such 
honorable distinction, it is not easy to discover. 
S?mething mig~t probably be due to a temperate 
climate; somethmgto aSOlI worthy of cultivation, 
but at the same time requiring it; something to 
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nn insular situation, which threw the inhabitants 
on their own resources, while it excited them to 
exploration and enterprise; ,1I1d something to 
the bold and hardy spirits of the first settlers 
from the neighbouring coasts. After all howe-

. vcr it is evident,that there must have arisen among 
those CHILBRE~ OF GOMER (for that is their 
true and original name, preserved to this day in 
Cumberland and Cantbria, and oy which their 
descendants in 'Vales have always distinguished 
tbemselves and their language) men of uncom
mon talents, by whom the minds of the rest were 
formed to achievements surpassing those of their 
continental brethren. And to what shall we at
tribute the rise of these men,-these spirits of 
retherial temper, the Merlins, the Arthurs, and 
Ambroses of ancient fable and legend,-but to 
the favouring Providence, which even then des
tined our country to be pre-eminent among the 
nations of the earth 7 

But the mere fact of the gradual subjugation 
of Britain by the Romans may be allowed to 
prove that there were faults in the aboriginal 
inhabitants, which required the correcting aids 
of civilization. For this purpose therefore. we 
may presume, it pleased God to permit that sub
Jugation; and Britain continued under the do
minion of the Roman Emperors, until she had 
derived aU the benefit which such a connexion 
was capable of conferring. During that period 
the Britons learned the arts of internal commu
nication, fortification and civil architecture; to 
the present day the great roads may be traced 
by which the Romans traversed the country in 

. all directions, the principal cities bear names 
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derived from legions once encamped within their 
walls, and the remaills of proconsular villas in
dicate how well the conquprors instru,cted their 
subjects in the comforts and elegancies of do
mestic life. Numerous, witbout doubt, must 
have been the advantages attendant on the resi
dence of governors such as AGRICOLA; who, 
we are informed by his son-in-law and biognt
pher, Tacitus, after having reduced the south em 
part of the island to tranquil submission, em
ployed the happy season of peace "in tbe most 
salutary nesigns;" teaching and promoting, like 
a common father, the institutions and customs 
ot' civil lite. " The inhabitants, rude and scat
tered, and so prone t.o war, he privately persuad
ed and publicly assisted to build houses, temples, 
and places of public assembly; and by praising 
the active and reproving the sluggish, he sub
stituted for necessity an honourable emulation. 
Moreover he caused the young nobility to he 
educated in liberal arts; and by preferring tbe 
native genius of Britain before tbe studied ac
quirements of Gaul, induced them to cultivate 
Roman eloquence, whereas tbey had previously 
held the language in abhorrence." 

One benefit however there was, far surpassing 
all other advantages, for the communication of 
which to Britain the arms, the arts and science 
of Rome were God's providential preparation: 
I mean, the introduction of THE CHRISTIAN 

RELIGION. For while Britain continued sub
ject to Rome, Christianity prevailed even in the 
Roman camp. And, whatever authority might 
belong to the British LIes or Lucius, by hi:s 
countrymen called Llellfm' ~la'w1', or the Great 
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Lfght, whom ancient chronicles represent to 
have first gi'ven a national establishment to that 
divine religion, which his ancestor, Bran, the 
father of Caractacus harl brought with him from 
Rome ;-certain it is that Constantine, the first 
Christian Emperor, was in Britain invested with 
the imperial purple. Under him the British 
Church naturally enjoyed peculiar protection 
and favor, and Christianity appears to have been 
propagated throughout all the Roman Provinces 
in Britain. Hence we find three British Pre
lates, I vor of York, Restitutlls of London, and 
Adelphius of Caerleon, attending the Synod of 
ArIes, which Constantine convened in the year 
of our Lord 314,. The great Council of Nice, 
iii the year 325, was also attended by Bishops 
from Britain; as again was the Council of Ri
mini in the year 359. 

Nor were the Christians of Britain undistiri
guished amidst the newly converted world. They 
discovered on several occasions a commendable 
regard for the truth and purity oftbeir faith, and 
much of the genuine spirit of the Gospel. In a 
letter to Athanasills and the Alexandrian Bi
shops they declared their approbation of the 
Nicene creed, and afterwards made vigilant ex
ertions to preserve their Church from the novel 
doctrine of Pelagills. We may justly admire 
their superiority to worldly lucre, when they re
fused a-maintenance which Constantius had of
fered their Bishops, desiring to support their in
dependence of any foreign power. ~rhe ancient 
T1'iads pronounce "Dewi, Pad am and Teilo, 
the Blessed Guests of Britain, because they 
visited the houses of rich and poor, native and 
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foreign, accepting neither money, meat, nor 
drink, but teaching the Christian faith williou t 
fee or reward ;-on the contrary, distributing 
money, food and clothing to the poor.... The 
same venerable memorials reckon Cadwalader 
the l~st of "the ThTee Blessed Kings, beeause 
he granted the privilege of his land, and all his 
property, to the faithful, who fled from the un
believing Saxons, and from the unbrotherly ones, 
who sought to slay them." 

Civilization however does not maintain the 
standard of morals; and the religion of the Holy 
Jesus, although generally embraced by the Bri
tons under the auspices of the Roman eagles, 
was not sufficient.ly established to preserve them 
from the vices which ruined Rome itself. De
bilitated by luxury and s\otb, and lacerated by 
civil discord, Britain, when abandoned bv the 
Roman legions, felt itself incapable of d~fence 
against barbarous invaders. However bitterly 
therefore we may deplore the miseries and deso
lation spread over the land at the first introduc
tion of the Saxons; we cannot but acknowledge 
that the lively, active, resolute and undaunted 
spirit of such a people was required to raise to 
high pre-eminence the future character of Eng
land. The testimony of Gildas, the authentic 
British historian, who lived at Bath in the mid
dle of the sixth century, and describes the scenes 
which had immediately surrounded him, leaves 
no doubt of the too general corruption of the 
Britons. The memorable remark of the Great 
Gregory, that the youthful .!1ngli, ",hom he saw 
at Rome, would be most fit to join the hailc!u
jahs of the .I1ngelic choir, affords a good illea of 
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tlH~ personal superiority of tho Anglo-Saxons; 
and. the form of Christianity, which in conse
quence of that observation they received from 
the ancient cnpital of Christendom, must be ac
knowledged to have possessed advantages over 
the pure, hut comparatively unsystematic prin. 
ciples previously disseminated in the land. The 
mode of their conversion, as represented by the 
vonel'able Bede and other most ancient writers, 
is truly worthy of recital; showing, as it does, 
the candid and bonest disposition of our English 
foref~.tbcl's even in their heathen davs, and illus
trating the wisGom :1nd goodness ot' God in es
tablishing THE enURe II OF ENGLA ND on solid 
nod durable fotlndations, 

In tbo fourth vear of hi,;; su~cession to the 
Papal seat (say; the learned anu piolls N or
thumbl'inn Monl.; that is, in the )'ear of anI' 
Lord 596,) Gregory, admomshed by divine in
stinct, sent Augustine, whom he had designed 
for Bishop of the English nation, a~compal1ied 
by other zoalous Monks, to preach to them the 
Gospel. The Abbot (fvl such was Augustine 
appointed over the rest ,) and his associates llrriv
ed safely at the isle of Tbanct, in number about 
forty, besides some of the French nation whom 
they brought with them as interpreters. Ethel
bert, the Saxon king of Kent, to whom Augus
tine sent a new and wondrous message, stating 
that he had come from Rome to proffer heaven 
and eternal happiness by the knowledge of ano
ther God than the Saxons knew, directed them 
to remain where they had landed, and to be fur
nished with necessaries, while he should consult 
on what was fit to be done. After some days 
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c;oming himselfin,to the island; EtheJbe~'t selected 
a place of confererIce under the open sky. They 
on the othel' side, when invited to his presence, 
advancing for their standard asilvel' cross and a 
graphic representation of our Saviour, came 
slowly forward, singing solemn litanies; 'til! 
sitting down at the king's d€sire, they pre~ched 
to him, and all in that assembly, the tidings of 
salvation. Whom having heard attentively, the 
King thus replied: "Fair indeed and ample are 
the promises you bring, and such things as pre
-sent the appearance of much good; yet, since 
they are Hew and uncertain, I cannot hastily 
give my assent, quitting the religion which, 
from my ancestors, with all the English, I have 
for so many years retained, Nevertheless, be
cause you are strangers, and have undertaken 
so long a journey, to impart to us the knowledge 
of things, which I am persuaded you believe to 
be the truest and the hest, you may be assured 
we will not repay you with any molestation, hilt 
rathel' provide YOH the most friendly entel'tain
ment in our power: nor do we forbid you, 
whomsoever yon can by preaching, to gain to 
your belief." He accordjngly assigned them a 
resifience in Canterbury, his chief city; and 
made provision for their maintenance, with free 
permission to preach their doctrine wherever 
they thought propel'. By which, and by the 
example of their holy life, a life spent in prayer, 
fasting, and continual labour in the conversion 
(,If souls, they gained many; on whose bounty 
and, that of the king, receiving what was neces-, 
sary only. they subsistf;ld, There stood without 
th~ citY,JJn ancient Church, built in JlOllor <?f $t. 
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Martin while the Romans remained in the coun .. 
try; in which Bertha the queen (for she, we are 
informed, being the French king's daughter, had 
been a Christian before hel" marriage,) usually 
went out to pmy. Here also the ltoman mis~ 
sionaries began to preach, baptize and openly 
perform divine worship. Bilt when the king 
himself, convinced by theil' good life and mira
cles (says the ancient historian) became a Chris
tian and ws.s baptized. which happened within 
a year of their arrival, then multitudes daily, 
conforming to the examp! e of their pt' ince, thought 
it an honor to be reeko;,ed nmong those of his 
faith ;-t~n thousand, we are told, wero baptized 
in the single year 599. To \vilom Ethelbert 
indeed principally showed his favor, but com
pelled none; for so, the Saxon divine assures 
us, had he been ta.lJght by tbem who were both 
the instructors and authors of his faith, that the 
Christian religion must be voluntarily embraced, 
not professed by compulsion. At length Au
gustine, heing advanced to the dignity of Arch
bishop of the English, recovered from its ruins 
and profane uses a Christian church in Can
terbury, built of old by the Romans. which he 
dedicated by the name of Cbrist's Church; and 
adjoining it he founded a seat for himself and 
his successors: a monastery also on the east 
side of the city, where Ethelbert at his instiga~ 
tion built St. Peter's, and enriched it with great 
endowments, to be a place of burial as well for 
the archbishops as the kings of Kent. The 
number of Christians began now to increase so 
fast, that A ugl1stine, ordaining two of his as
sistants, Mellitus and J llstus, as subordinate 

TI 
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bisllops, sent the~ out to the w~)~k of th~ir mi
nistry. And Mellitus by preaeuHlg converted 
the east Saxons. over \vhom Sebert, the nephe\v 
of Ethelb~~rtJ by that powerful monarch's per
mission then reigned; whose conversion to con
gratulate, Ethelbert founded the great church 
of St. Paul in London to be theil' bishop's ca
thedral; the I>ame Mellitus having the satisfac
fion but a few years aCtel' of consecrating St. 
):>etor's cllUl'eh and abboy at Westmi'nster, 
founded by the piety and zeal of his moro im
mediate sovereign Sebert. Justus also had his 
cathedral founded at Rochester; and this, as 
well as St. Paul's, was endowed oy Ethelbert 
with fair possessions. 

Thus, according to the most authentic testi
mony, was the ChU1'ch of England happily es
tablished on the mouldering ruins of its British 
predecessor. So honorable to all the parties 
concerned, so perf~ctly agreeable to reason and 
nature, was tbe origin of that religious esta
blishment; whieh, patronized by successive dy
nasties, c(lfuially embraced bv Saxons, Danes 
and Normans, justly receiving "temporal support 
in grateful return for the spiritual good \vhich 
it was founu to communicate, and improving in 
knowledge, purity and utility, with the progress 
of the national mind, survives the changes of 
more than twelve hundred years, and has now 
its bishops and cathedrals on the banks of the 
St. Lawrence and the Ganges, 

But to the Saxons our country is indebted for 
other great and lasting benefits, The free in
stitutions to which they had been accustomed in 
their native wilds. theil' Synoths and 'Wittena-
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gemotcs, or conferences of wise men, were the 
original sOUl'ce of our English Parliaments. 
Tho same Ethelbert, who first established Chris
tianity among tbcl:l, is recorded to have given 
laws and statures, after the example of Roman 
Emperors, ,,,ritten with the advice of his sagest 
councillors, and in the English tongue, These 
laws, improved by Inn, enlarged by A Ifred, and 
collected into a systematic code by Edward the 
Confesso!', form in their substance the Com,mon 
[.Jaw of England, on which all our subsequ€nt 
legislation is founded. Literatme also found its 
hcst patrons among tbo Anglo-Saxon kings, 
To them England o',ves her first schools for li
b('ral education: Sigebert, king of the East An
gles, having laid the foundation of the Univer
sity of Cambridge; while Oxford justly glories 
in hel' founder-the truly learned, wise, pious, 
bravo and good-the incomparable and almost 
perfect Alfred. 

The Danish invasions and the Norman con
quest, were little more than the predominance of 
active and valiant divisions of the same people, 
over those who had become comparatively dis
solute and enfeebled, TIle former had at least 
the good effect of producing a national union 
and reformation, with all the benefits which 
England derived from the govei-nment of Alfred. 
The laUel', miserable as was the oppression un
der which our Saxon forefathers groaned for a 
time, added what was wanting of solidity, dig
nity and grace to the English Constitution, To 
tbe' noble Barons, wtom the Norman princes 
called and treated flS tbeir Peers, we are indebt
ed [01' the GREAT CHARTER, by which the rights 
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and liberties of Englishmen were conse(Tated 
for all succeeding ages. To the wise policy of 
those princes themselves we must attribute the 
privileges of our shires, cities and boroughs, 
ii'om which resulted in course of time the Honse 
of the Commons of England. To Ih8m, and tbe 
spirit of princely magnificence vvbich t.hey dif~ 
fused. are aue the castles, towers <tnd palaces, 
the cathedrals and parochial churches; where 
strengt.h and beauty, majesty and elega.nce, are 
still seen combined in admirable harmony. From 
them originated that extraordinary union of va
lour with humanity, which mitigated the horrors 
of war, while it raised the English hero to an 
unexampled height of glory. 

Of the great and happy effects produced by 
these and such like means, it is not necessary 
to speak at length. Not only have "'We heard 
with our ears, and our fatbers have told liS," but 
the whole world is well aware, what English
men have been in fields of battle and in courts 
'Of justice; in public council and under the do~ 
mestic roof; in the various pursuits of industry, 
art and science; in the noble speculations of a 
sublime philosophy, amI the noblet' aspirations of 
a holy faith; and in all the virtues which bless 
and adorn a people. 

In, these larter days the effects are most ex
tensively seen and felt. Defects and enol'S 
there are and will be in all which belongs to 
man. But, under the continued blessing of 
that benign Providence wbich we are bound 
most devoutly to acknowledge, our nation has 
advanced and improved on the deeds and the 
character of its days of old. THE REFOR-
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MATION of the national religion by the, happy 
agreement of the civil and €.cclesiastical autliO
rities, and its fil~al settlement .on a basis of faith 
<~tld order, wi:han u~restrained liberty of con. 
science and of ".orship; the consolid:llion of tbl; 
Constitution by the Bill oj Rights, and other 
measures for the security of personal freedoffi 
~nd the eqEal protection of tile laws; the peace
ful union of tile sister l~ingdoms of Scotland 
and Ireland, productive as it is (notwithstanding 
peculiar difficulties in the condition of the lat
ter, which t;rne and patience alone can disem
barrass,) of mutual strength and prosperity; the 
display of British spirit and energy at home and 
abroad, by land and by sea; t he dilig~nt culti
vation of all the resources of the nation, and the 
undaunted defence of its independence 9gainst 
the most fearful and deadly hostilities; the won
derful extension of the British name ~H1d influ
ence by colonies and commerce, portending I 
know not what kind of empire over the remotest 
regions of the globe; and the anxious desire and 
persevering endeavours of o~~ countrymen to 
communicate to "all the familieS of the earth" 
their own blessings-equal liberties and rights, 
impartial lav','s, the comforts and enjoyments 
which are the fruits of knowledge and virtue in 
this life, and the animating and consoling hopes 
of a better through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ :-these are, ali and everyone, so many 
consequences of God's ancient providence over 
the 6istinguished nation to which it is our high 
privjlege to belong-so many evidences and ma
nifestations of "what I-IE hath done in the days 
of our fathers, in the times of old." 
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vVhat then remains, but that the inheritors of 
such recollections should adore with gr:1teful 
devotion the God of their fathers, rind call upon 
their souls to fulfil tbe duties of the station in 
which his providence has befm pleased to place 
them? Reflecting on those who have beet:t be. 
fore us-the Briton, the Roman, the Saxon, 
Dane and Norman, the wise and great anu good 
of those Stlcc?ssive races blended intoone nation, 
-" what manner of persons ought we to be!" 
Our care it should unquestionably be, to derive 
all the bene'fit which the cX'l!lIple of Olll' prede. 
cessors is calcnlClted to afford; to shun the vices 
which we may find occasion to dpplol'e, and imi. 
tate the virtues for which posterity holds them 
in honor. And here we cannot. hesit("tc: be. 
cause our rCQSiln, when it looks at characters 
from a distance, adopts the same general stund· 
al'd of morals. Can we doubt that the men, who 
hRVC in any age most contributc(l to the welfare 
of our COllntrv, wero the most devout, the most 
faithful, the I~ost just and benevolent; and that, 
as far as ailY have failed in such qualities, they 
have failed to contribuhl to theil' country's good?_ 

But a review of the history of England con. 
veys more peculiar instruction. Not without a 
divine providence" have WE heard (it) with om' 
ears, and our fathers have told us." In othel' ' 
words, the distinguishing and proper charactct' 
of a people is derived from hereditary associa
tions. It is natural therefore, it is right, it is 
agreeable to the mind and will of God, that all 

Englishman should feel an especial interest in 
things for ,,,hieh his country has been remark. 

- able. And, among many other things, which are 
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thus associated with our nature, I concei\'e it 
impossible not to feel, that a King "the Vicar of 
Christ," -as our princes of every race were de .. 
signated from the establishment of Christianity 
to the Norman conquest, for which "Defender 
of the Faith" and "Supreme Head of the 
Church of Englund" have not unaptly been 
substituted since the Reformation; a 1wtional 
Ch'urch underEpiscopal gove'l'nn1C111-which has 
existed in the island for upwards of fifteen cen
turies, even as long as Christianity itself; and 
a Padiament-comprising, to use the languap;e 
of Ina in the iirst cn3ctmclIt of his reign, "the 
advice and consent afall the Bi:Aopsand Chiefs, 
and the T'f'ise men and People of the 'u1wle 
kingd01n;"-are OUI' peculiar heritage. Olher 
institutions may ha\'c been uclter :.:duDte<l to 
other nations; we may even admit, as the judi
cious and candid I-looker did witb respect to lile 
reconstmction of the Church of Geneva, that 
social arrangements on a very differc.::nt plan may 
have been the "wisest devices, if we duly con
sider what the present state" o1'3not1ler country 
might .. require." But om' duty and our 113p
_piness it surely is, to adhere, with all the vene
ration and attachment whieh long prescription 
inspires and justifies, to the ancient Constitution 
of England; the great objects and oblig:J.tions 
of which cannot perhaps be more justly express
ed, than in the language of our Danish sovereign 
Canute :-" FIRST, ABOVE ALL THINGS TO 

LOVE ONE GOD, AND MAINTAIN ONE CHRIS

TIAN FAITH UN ANIMOUSLY; TO LOVE AND HO

NOR THE I{ING; AND TO STUDY ALWAYS, BY 

EVERY M1?ANS, HOW TO ADVANCE THE NATIO-
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NAL WELFARE, AND HOW TO EXALT THE TRUB 

CIIRIl'TIAN F AlTH." 

Great cause inJeed, the greatest cause, we 
have for humble gratitude to the God of our 
Fathers, that "the true Christian faith" has 
been so firmly established in our country. .But 
proportionably great is our responsibility to that 
divme providence, which has given llS so eXn 

alted a rule 0[- life. And well does it deserve 
our serious consideration, what account we shall 
be prepared to give, not merely in the trials 
which nations and individuals undergo in this 
world, but at that bar of "the Judge of all the 
earth," where Britons. Saxons, Oanes, who 
perhaps once perished for their sins, shall" rise 
up and condemn" the unfaithful and unprofitable 
of a far more enlightened and highly favoured 
generation. 




