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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Author of the Introduction oirers as an 

apology for defects in its style and its inadequacy 

to its very imI?ortant subject, the extreme haste 

in which it has been composed, through an appre., 

hension that the great question discussed ill it, is on 

the point of decision by his majesty's ministers. 

The speech of Mr. Randolph arrived from America 

on the 30th of last month, and this morning, tb(: 

last page of the Introduction has gom' to prL'ss 





INTRODUCTION. 
. ... 
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SIX months had eI'apsed since the pamphlet 

called" "r ar in Dic;:.'~·uise" v.-::ts first gi,-cn to the 

public, without ::U1Y opponent hayin~ entered the 

list~, to dispute before British judges, either the 

justice, or the policy, of ;ts yj('l\,"s. 

The -E{l<or of the Parisian Argus indeed, who 

de,[;';'adcs l Lr: Eng};...;!! b i:gu;l:;e by prost ituting it 

to till:' sen-icl:' of a tyrant, had f:l"oured that work 
with an early and hcnorab1c (.'('\1-;ure; but at home, 
it had been noticed with un1!;Hi11 ~ss('nt to the 

truth and. importance oft!l(;';,· practic<11 conchisions 

to which the _/!..::thor had I'c[[";llllcd; and in neutral 

countri('s it lwd llc'~I' encountered 0111:.- hy snell 

Y~lgne clamours, as scarcely admitted of, much 

less dcsen-cd, a reply-

I therefore had no inducement to invoke again 

the attention of the public on ~ll'; great subject 

of our maritime rights. 

l\rlLc!~, y(,I'Y much, of new argument was offered 

to me by the awful ch:wges in the state of the 

war, \\hich the treaty of Preshurg had occasioned; 
a 
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but I had reason to believe that enough had 
been said to satisfy Englishmen at least; and I 
hoped that if other naLions had objections to offer, 

they would not be admitted by our government 
so precipitately, as to preclude a volunteer in the 

cause of his country from sustaining against them 

the argumellts he had adranced. 
On a sudden, some of these circumstances are 

unexpected] y re\,(T~cd. 
'Vithin a few (Ltys, a pamphlet has been put 

into mY]I:ll1ds, which under a more comprehensive 

title, discus,...;es the snl~jc:('t of our present dispute 

with America; and \\-hich without professing to be 
an answer to the work called" 'Var in Disguise," 
controverts its most important conclusions. 

Before I had found time to gi\-e this antagonist 
deliberate attention, another has taken up the gaunt. 
Jet under the f.)rmiuable armonr of a reviewer j 
and at the same moment, a third, \ovho has not yet 
j~~lled from the press, menaces me with declared 
hostility in the form of legitimate war*. 

Bnt alas at this moment a rum our has reached 
my par:-, far m.ort' alarming than the united attack. 
of the ablest controvc:r,.,ial opponents. 

It is said tll:tt hi;; 1Iajcsty's ministers are on 

the Foint of giving way to the injurious claims 

, The second ant;lgonist alluded to is a writer in the just pube 

lished Edinburgh Review. The third is an American, whos~ 
'.\'ark is announced for republication in this country. ' 
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and menaces of America, and renouncing for ever 
the maritime rights in dispute. 

May the report prove to be erroneous. It is 
due to the high characters which compose the 
present cabinet, to believe that it ,viII be found SO; 

and in that case I will joyfully apolo~ise to them 
for having- one moment listened to the tale. 

But if there be indeed a yet unexecuted pur
pose' of this nature in the mind of any British 
minister-if all the recent triumphs of our flag, 
and the majestic ascendency of our navy, have 
not precluded the thought of thus truckling to 
the invaders of our maritime rights, then indeed 
it is high time for every Englishman ,rho fore
sees the consequences, to lift up a 'warning voice, 
while there is yet a chance of being heard, anc:I 
of averting the impending mischief. 

Impressed with this anxious reflection, I feel 
that to arrest decision, i~ now the first and most 
urgent o~ject, in this great national cause. To 
reply to those opponents whose arguments I ha,-e 
seen, would be no difficult task; but before I return 
their broadsides, I must run hastily upon deck, and 
beseech the commanding ofllcers not yet to strike 
the coJour::;. 

A few hours only have elapsed since I took up 
the pen for this purpose, but with great difficlllty 
how to reconcile the magnitude of the consider
at~ons which pressed upon me, with the urgent call 
for dispatch, when the arrival of a mail from 
America, quite accidentally, but most seasonably,. 
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placed in my posSCS::iOll the follor\'ir~g imp(rtant 

511e(::c11*. 
I IJerceived in it at oncc' a most desirable sub

stitnte for those ar:!'lllnents which I \\as ,_.n the 

poin~ of composing.-~",Iy o4j('d was 110t to fortify 

former positions of rigl!t, muc:t less to cIlter at large 

into the new relations of the American controversy; 

but only to deprecate premature determination, and 

obtain time for further discl!f'sioll.- 'V'hat then 

~ould be more almndantly sufficient for my pur

pose than this speech of Mr. Randolldt ? 
It cannot be supposed that his ~rajvsjy's minis. 

tel' can ";ish precipitatdy to relinqt~ish our belli

gerent rights or pretensions at this most delicate 
crisis, unless from the fear that an immediatf' rup

ture with America must be t he cOll~eql:c 'ce of 

further delay, but surdy no rel1"'Cllllg milld after 
atten(lil1g to this ~.}lL'(ch, pu!;Ii:'IJ\:'U, a~: welJ as 

spr,ken by an Americ~tll politinl leader of the 

Di ~;t cJdinence, can rdain that id:L .q;prehcnsion. 

The ccc;~si(~n of ~Ir. nf:!l~do:. ,·'s ~u'gunwnt, was a 

lllotion wade Ly the m(:~t Z(',duUS of I he French 

p;:r(,', for a gent'ral non-importation bill; i.e. for the 

piOlUbitiol1 of imporli:'g any B(itl~h rnanufactllrc5, 

while tLL: (\;::'IHll cs IH:'~'.','l ('Jl tIle two cuuntries are 
'J,.1l1sculcd; and til:: ('\l'ut of tL,,,; mc,tiOil ,,,as a <1('
ci:;i,m in the m'2,ali\(', 1),'.' a m:i,iority of 70 to 47-

Jt alP(:ars tb,' Lt'I)l'l' tlt;l t ~Ir. J~andolph's ycr/ pow

erful and elOqt~l'llt a:gumcl1u;, were cl:'5Clltcd to l)Y 
~l large m~jority. . 

'" I . wntE' on the 1st of May, and hope, before I sltep, to se~{1 
this ha~ty composi~ion to pr<!sso 
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Afterwal'ds, on the t 7th of 1farch, a limited 
}lon-importation resolution wa', b;'uught in l).v the 
same party, and carried 011 a di':ision of' 87 to 3.), 

in the Honse uf Represellta~ires; but from the 
latest accounts there j" reason to belicH> that it 
was r~jectC'd by the Upper House or Senate. 

The opposition, headed by \11'. Randolpl1, had 
(lefcater;, in former instances the yj,> 'I1t pro
posals of the government party, or radlcr of the 
Freilc:l faction, by which the ~J:')"C'l'Jlmt'llt party 
itself was pushed on to violent mea'3UJ.'CS. Yt't 
the government, and eren the French faction, did 
not venture to propOSl~ immedi::ite "Wur.-,rltcn 
therefore we are instrncted by this able alld inter
esting speech, in the principles and viens of the 
American opposiliun; and perceive that a war 
with this country wuuld hl , most powerfully op
posed, C\'C~I in a case of strong (In(l acknowledged 
provocation, it seelllS absolutely impossible to 
apprehend that the Congress would resort to that 
extremity, or to such otfensive measures as mu~-t 
inevitably lead to war, rather tlmn admit of a deli
berate, or even a tedious discussion. 

I wish the patience of the neutralizing agents in 
this country, who, nnder the St)ccions llame of Bri
tish American merchants, l1W/ be secretly impor
ttmin 0- (rorC'rnment for a decision farourahle to 

h b 

their private views, could be as surely relied upon. 
It is not only in ..:\.mcric(l, I fear, that" the spirit of 
avaricious traffic," h llSC the \yords of ~lr. Ran
,io)ph, is opposed to the national welfare. 
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If the people of the Vnited States could in any 
case be brought to submit to the burthens of a 

maritime war, for the sake of what this gentleman 

justly represents as an ephemeral amI precarious 

commerce, it mll~t be at least on an ultimate 

refus:!l of rc( Ir(',,,;s for wrongs, which had been 

Inost fully i:!\e~tigated, and incontestably esta

blished. 

The authority of 11r. Randolph is the more 

~atisfactory on this point, Lecanse he does not 

directly di:"pnte the jU~Li('e of those complaints 

\\ hich the c1amonrs of t!1P neutralizers had for the 

ll10D)t'lit made popuiar in A1l1erica,-It is indeed 

('as), to perceiv,>, that ntis cancliJ and enlightened 

patriot, saw the ir~ju~t icc of tile quarrel, in which 

self-inkrc<.,tecl men endeavoured to involve his 

country.-But he was too \Yi~p, needlessly to oppose 
hin'.sdf to tli()sc pr~jwli('('s, the f()}'c(' {)f Yihich it 

,,"us better to elude.-I-Ie aroids therefore the 

(Illestion of rig-lit, aml admitting for the sake of 

argument ~tt least, that the pretend(~d illjuries are 

r,'al, asserts in terms of tIl<' 111()st ah:;.,olutc assur

:mc<=', that the people uf America "ill 110t consent 

, to ~n en:~'e t llCl1l by war. 

" I \, .. ill agrce', say" 1](', 10 p:I~~ for an i(liot, if thi . .; 

" is not tll!' pulJ\ic ~(,lltiilF'llt, ;'lld .' on will find it 

" to Your cust oc'rin the war ,dWll \'on wl'll " • 'i:> ';' 

I.Sf.'e p. l~.) 

It is 111)! lJOwcHT s\)kh', (/t' chid1,' in rerrard to 
~ .,~ 

til,· qnestion I bayc no,"\· ill ricw, or the :-;afcty of 

further di~cussion, tilat til! .... speech of~Ir. Randolph 
is i mportallt. 
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I invoke the declarations of this American leader, 
made in the hearing of Congress, to attest, that the 
strictures on the colonial traders of that country 
contained in my former publication, were in no 
degree unfounded.-I appeal to his sentiments on 
the true interests of his fellow-citizens at large, 
that they are on the same side of this controversy 
with ourown.-I rely on his opinion, and still more 
on his irrefi'agable arguments, in proof that a war 
behveen that country and this, wuuld be but in a. 

slight degree noxious to the commerce of Great 
Bri tain; while its consequences would be ruinous to 
America, and such as her citizens would not even 
for a brief period, be brought patiently to endure. 

In a word, I quote this respectable authority, 
not only as a caution against precipitated determi
nation.. but to shew that timid and ruinous con
cession, may be safely and finally avoided. 

But what makes this very intelligent speech 
\ 

more encouraging to the fbends of peace and 
justice, as well as highly deserving profound atten
tion in both countries, i~ the correctness of its 
views as to the power and policy of France. I 
rejoice for the sake of America and of Europe, 
that there are statesmen in the new world, capable 
of so clearly discerning, and so eloquently exposing, 
its dangers from French ambition, and its interest 

in the navy of England. 
And here let it be observed, toot when ~rr. Ran

dolph addressed such considerations to the .l\meri .. 
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can C(mr-"r~~, tl-r hl1miliation and ruin of Austria, 

311'1 the. '\ tler feCt ut disasters of Europe, ,,"'ere but 

imperf~('tly kno"yn beyond the Atbntic. The 

peace of Prdd Itl I',r:-.', and the ('\.11.", 'i).t\.'llt mutila. 
tion:, of the Gt:!'l.:Ct! i..:: em:Jl 1 .:', ~(;',:[il nut to 11<-;, \re 

reaclifd tln:: ears of this a!ltigall:cJn patriot; [;:llch 

less could be kilOW or foresee the pedidious con

duct of Pru:.:sia, the enrollment of that power, 

hitherto neutrai, under the b~l~1ners of French am
bition, and the exclusion of British merchandize 

from evcr.\T rountry, hostile or nentral, in which the 

behests of n'>ll3parte can by violence or terror be 
enfc rcul. 

If these new circumstances of the war had been 
known to ~fr RClndolph, how much \'\o'ouJd his just 

apprdlcnsions, from the preponderance of French 

powc'r, have bec,l a.~gravaterl; how much grosser 
v,(}:dd 1 L ~ impolic)' of contributing to the ruin 

of En:.:i ~lll\l have appeared to h~~:l; how greatly 
.,ould that sense of the j u!"t ice of our cause 

whic'L E1ay 1)(; inferred from his language, have beea 

fortified. 

Awl here let mc noticc, ,,·itb such brief genera

lity as the urgent nccessit.Y of di~pat('h, under the 

~:('n3(, of which I now write, prescribes to me, a 

new fOlll.l(Lition of right v.hich arises from the 
recent c011(lu('t of the enemy. 

Let it lit.' f:npposed that all the arglunents which 

lJ~'.~·e been hitll"i't0 offered by my 0\\,11, and far 

a: )L'l' pCl1~, in tidcllce of the rule of the war 1756 

are ntterly illCOndlJsirc; and that th'lllgh unal1-
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swered (except by the grossest misrepresentations 

of notorious facts) they are capaLle of being clearly 

refuted; still \\'C have a new case, on \rhich it 

seems impossible that two dit1erent opinions should 

be held. 

'Vhat! is Bonaparte to exclude British sugar 

and coffee, from the continent, and is America to 

enable him to do E'O, by supplying it with French 

and Spanish sugar and coffee, in their stead? Are 

neutral markets even, to be sinH by v:u;ence 

against our planters, that onr enem:cs lllay esta

blish there a monopoly against lh~ll1? Are the 

merchants of llE'ntL~l stat"s, to hf~ laid lliirler an 

intC'I',i iet as to the carria,::;'c of Briti· h manu t:lcttlres 

or merchalldize to fricndly pon:,; ~t:ld \\ hile sub

mitting as they do to tha' i llkrdict, (,;L I 1 hey a:-,sert 

llevertheless u!!ainst us, a ri6'ht to Ul1T\ the- manu-
OJ I • 

factures of our enemies, to the (" dOilies of France 

and StJ~1 in ? Arc nClltr~ds, ill a word, to ~;i\'e 

effect to a syslem <l\()\\'l'dly ~·td()!JtcJ fur till' de

struction of ElWlish C(1ll1l1lL'IT(', Vt;t f;lllnd on their o • 
amity \\'ith Eliglaud, a ri,~,Lt to pren'nt or f,'llstratc a 

retaliation on our part against the COmn1Cl'Cc of 

0111' Clwmies? 
Yet tbis i~, in truth, but :l P;ll't of the enormous 

case. By what mean"', has Fr,lllce ;~'c<1nired the powel' 

of enforcing her prohibition~? tl:,r the ~:~me foul 

means which han' enabled her to overthrow _\us

tria, to lJreak up the foundation of the Germailic 

empire, all<l ad!l aU Italy to her uSHl'patiulls; by 

the most auuacious violations of nelltral ri,sLts, 

that ever disgraced the page of history, or sub

verted the security of nations. 
b 
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sunw, ill maint:1ining the opprobrious charge. It 
is not, tlla~ on tbt, 1).:( ~ll1~ and in the interruption of 

a cnmnlerci:d inkrcourse with a belligerent, neu

L';d prr';f'n~,ion<.; are np;;()scd; but, it is that into 

tilL' lll'art of pc({ccflll cities, and among the \'ill~gf,g 

of a ilannk,-;:, peasalltry, armies are sent to levy 

contributions, or purs\[(' their desolating march, 

Ly a power which docs not allege' a~aillst the 

hap!! 'S.-; sufl~rcrs either the rights of \rar, or the 

pro'l-ocation of a "\Tong. Anspach, Hanover, S\\'it-

7.ULllld, I LCllbur,~ll, Frankfort, t'vcn Rome itself, 
,\'Lere a recullciled apostate mi,':~ht ha\'e hU'I} jT

f>tlailll'd b.r decent respect tl) tlw slll'cr,;tition he 

L«-: }lrufes~;cd t() rcsumc, these, and fnal~y other 

pbfT::;, ne"l but be lI~llned, to <.:::11 lip al)horrence 
of the \lSUrp~T's ma~:.im>;, and to il!;,r lli~ utter con

kmpt for tllC lll,],;t ~l!.'k;l'l\dcdged and sacrcd of 

llcutral rights, whenever he has pm\'t:r to invade 

tllcm. En:ll bcd-chambers are not safe for princes, 

ill the bosom of a neutral court. 

" Hut are other nations rcsnonsible for these 
~ 

" outrages?" nut directly so, I admit. ,rhether it 
l'e nut a duty of neutral powers to llnite in con

tJ'uling them, and protecting those sacred princi

ple,..; by "hich the community uf nations is bound 
h)~:,;ether, from further \iolation, is a question not 

liard to dccille. But all I contend for here, is the 

HTy moderate position, that neutral nations ought 

not acti\cly to assist in giving cilect to a system, 

wltich is planted sustained and expanded. by these 

invasions of neutral rights. 

If they \rill t~mcI'y permit Bonaparte to exclude 

shi ps w hellladell with our m~.:rdl .. tlldizc ii'mll I-lam. 
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burgh, and such oth('1' maritime places, yet pc':n it

ted to be called neutral, (t-: the terror of his arms 

has ~re:lrly shut against us; awl tv t'Xklld, ~lS 
he now threatells, the ~~mk system tl) Portl1~al anrI 
Denmark; it is not neutral, it i~ not eqllal, tu 'leny 

a like latitude to US; awl tile\" wo!dd h~~\' _' no riO'ht . ~ 

tr) complain, if we should apt'ly the same: intdic-

tion as generally, to the merclLuldize of our 

enemies, wherever our power ex( encb; that i:-;, til 

every maritime part of the globe. 

Colullial prvdnce and :.;upplies :d,;1!;', ;tn~· the s~',11-

.icct now in dispute with ,America; b!ll her~' is a 

vrinciplc, on which we 111ioht fairly il!t(·rdict tIII_' 

carriage of French, Spanish, alld Dlltch ,SIJoll ... in 

general, \';hether colonial or Ellrop~'all ; awl llot in 

particnlar \'oya.~.J;t's alone, uut in any part (,f the 

ocean. If not, then the rights and dntlc,,; uf nell

trality are all on one sille, awl 13:Jnal'arte IFt'-) al

re::lliy ohtained S)lllt' of the legal eiL'cb uftUClt -:f)_ 

Y('reignty, to which he now openly a~pirL''; 1)\'(.'1' the 

kin~s and kingdoms of the earth. lIe Las i1l1 1,lT;al 

prerogatires in thL' Cdurts ui' )lations, ill \\ 1J idl a 

Brit;sh monarch has no right to part ici ;)ate· . 

Hitherto, it is a principle uf nat ural r( '~!~:on, 

to 'rhich no "riter on the law '--If 1Ial iun..; ll;iS 

o~jected, and which l1l0st of them La\e expr_"'~-

* This seems to be :lcknowledgecl by S(lIll" of those writers \\ h'1 

have kindly attempted of late to flatten the spirib of the pubUc, 

and prepare U5 fur submi,siun to FLlIICe. They are prudentlY,:1J :'

ing, in general, of their peace pruspecb; but one of them Llirly 
let-; uut, that one n('cessary mean of conciliating Eunaparte is, 

the restraining the liberty of our press; and adds, "If at: dt.:

sire to remain at peace ';.fitil Bonaparte, let 'liS VCi..:rJ/,c llOW 'iLl ;:ell

tu re to treat /tim '1I,;ith the same ji'ecdom a~ George the Third. lIe 
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ly affirmed, that Impartia1itv is one of the du

tie~ of 'leutral states; 2nd a bl';l ;:('! I of t Ilis d 1~1 Y 

is, tlut \','Lat they penl1 it to one belligej'ellt, t1;('y 

mn't be: r"~1(h' to P,-'l :llit to the other. Eren the 

kill,; of Plu~;sia, £tckil()\\leJc;ed thi,.; uLtliS·ltidll, 

"llell he ?;<"'~ passage to the Hus:-;ian ::rp1:,", o! t 

hC'aring of lile yiohtion of An:'I)<lc1;; 1.,,1' :,' ,2 

I'reneh r1t:~pi)1 h;m,,(:JI~ L:i~l tlle a>~:r:ll1CC Cl:";~';Y 

to ti!lfl f .. ~,tlt \'. ith tIle ~ICt. 
t ' •• 1 . 1 I 1 " l.rilt .~ll1(rj( :l, It m:,y ~c S~I( pCI' l~pS, ,;:IS 

" not yet hxn pr,-'\"Clltl..;] IJ) Francc, frum carrYll1g 

" :.tlly guod::; whatever to t::e P; IlL Cit this country, 
" or our cu!(,tiies." 

Francf', I <t. lmit, bas not exfclJ(1ed her commer

cial i~lter<lid, wiwre ~he had not power to extend 

it.-Stll' La~; no naval arms, (~nd tl)(:i'cI()l'c can twIt 
the dl)\ir az'~(in,..,t COl1ll11('l'CC on the illsi(le olll)', 

not lock it L"'lll \\'ithollt: lli r can ~II\' 1';('\('i1t illl

p(~rtat lon into ('t)ltllLl ies, into ,\'hich ild' battalions 

C<tllildt ad\'aIL'e. 

B~I! if ~i IC' has not pren'nted iml)ortation b.y 

neutral \'l 's:;l'l~, into England :-Lc: h:IS d',)lll' more, 

nlllch more for the pUt'pose of lll:: ur.~lllllE'llt, by 
exclil!iing thC,}1 from neutral port:'. 

Aweric;t is prc\'enlul from iliiportin g Brit ;~)h 
go:"'){ls into I-b,lillm",;l; ))1' il!>;t;:nce, not llccause it 

is the will or die SI'i1,ttr' of r Ia;nbur~ll, but b'-T<lllSC 

it is the m~tll(Llt(' Ill' rrailCC; and ,,\n:ci'lca \i'ill sub

mit to this probibition, as she has (lone to otLer 

injuril's of the s~nTlC sp!..'cics, from the same unprin-

« will an'nge with the .I'v:ord, the insults offered by the pen." 

(Thoughts on the relative St.:ite of Great Britain and Fr~mce, p. 
62, ILlpf-'ily we arc not yet at peace with Bonaparte; and on 
these terms 1 trust we never shall. 
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cipled power.-On what consistent pretence then 
could she complain, if we should forbid her carry

in,~' French goods, ,rhether colonial or European, 

to C)p("lliagC'1l or Lisl/ull? How otherwise are 've 

to OLJt~:ill cquality, in 1'L'..:.pect of neut,al commerce? 

\r..; ll.lI,\ t\hlC'l-~~vle, it j, true, the porb from 

1,,"hie:, ,)11" ~u ds ar;-' c\:cb:lcd; but this is often an 

incl\cctucLI re',oll, .os well as ahrays an L'x[Jcnsiyc 

onc, atld a di\'cl'sion of onr na\'al force hom 

1110re active ~,en'ice. Neither can it be expected, 

that we can spread ollr Llockades o\,er t'n.:!'} har

bunr or aClTs';ible coast, to \\hich Bonaparte can 

extl'l~d hi~ exclusive ~;ystcm Ly Jand. 

Be-sides it \\'ould be absurd to maintain, that, wc 

may la\vfully Llockadc nentral ports as a rightful 

UelE-llCe .IFa;lI-,t this unpcl'c,'delltcd Sysll'lll of war; 

:'1l1:] .\·':t LIH' 110 right '0 reLlli.ltc 011 tlw trade of 

tlll- ('lwlt,y',.; ports,1cstlH.:utral interests SllOllld ~lIfier. 
TIt(' ])!ucl.,;.adl's tuo, hu\\'C\'crcompl!'tcly enforced, 

\\o01ld be ot\ iously inl tkctual, to pre\t'llt the me

ditated injury to onr colollies and our commerce. 

Our sugars arc shat out from Hamburg-I!, alld \\'e 

t'xc1l1d~~ FrclIch awl Spanish sugars in return by 

our bloc1::I,le. '''iw,t thcn? If ,,'c ah)\\ tIle latter 

to lw carried to Embdell, to Ant',rerp, or aU.I' other 

unb!uckaded port, the same continental markets are 

eikduaily supplied, hy llleallS of interior na r ig':lt ion, 

'" ith the Frcllch or Spalli~h article, which, I ialll
burgh Ldill'c suppliecl with, the British. 

It~ by a .iust and Hl'el's:,a!'), retaliation, wc should 

prevent the supply g"llC'rally in neutral bot

toms, the growing dearth of the article, would 

:,uon frustrate the hostile prohibition, or oblig-e the 

cnemy to recall it: but while French and Spanish 



produce, cnn hr plentifllny o"btained £i'om neigh
he-luring port~, this natural remedy cannot operate; 

i:;-ld our block(~rh~ l~ther te11.-]:-; in a C0111Hlercial 

1,(1.:\1/ to in<.:rea:-t:", than (iimi-'Ii"h the evil. 

Thi:; p~rt iality til,'1 ei<)l'r: in the acql1jf"~C"Il("f and 

~he :-esi~i:ln(:e of neutral ,;~ 'tt e:~, amounts not 

1:~{:rd.\" to pa~si" c~ ir1,justice, but to an acLire anrl 

'T1~:"iiciolb CU-0'l)eration with the enemy in llis If-
~ 0 

:furts to d('~_:~roy our commerce; yet though he 

tramplns fur ttlat end on the 11)1), ... t indi.-;putable 

ri~~J!ts of neutrals, the·ir exlrelllf, "h::.tract, and mo~t 

doubtful ri,~,hb, a,'e strans~:iy set 11 p a0aill~t Ut', to 

effectl:ate llis injurious puqwse. 
The main t 11(Jll~-h pl'ep(,sl crons defence of the 

fi-tbtation of um hostiliti!~s agclinst tile enemy's 

col. !llial trade, is his ri,:..::ht to open hi~; 0\'1,'11 ports; 

llut has lie a ri,~',lJt to .";;I'It np j.Hutral ports, as well 

rD til open his (J\\"ll? Hen' at least t:l~' land right, 

will not bear (Iut the :-ca \l.'fong. Eesidl's, AnH'

rica has llOW .-;hrulik from this fayourite principle 

o.f hers, '\"hl'll she had to dE.'al "'ith a po\ycr that 

wi)l;ld not be bullied-Slle has not only suffered 

Fr~11ce to Llk(· he'r ships ,,,hell tradill~ to St. Do

min,?:(l, but at the imperiolls mancbt!, of that power 

ha." l)~L~sed a bw tu forbid the tl'<ttk to hfT snbJ'ccts. 
1 , 

15 it because Des;, .. t1illC's bas not as good a title to 

JJayti, as Bonaparte to :<;~Uk.'i? I shoulrl deny tLe 

r ro l)()siti 'll1-cyen as to Paris: 1mt at least Dessa

lin(~s La,'~ a, good a right to make laws in IIayti, 

as HII!JaP;F kat Harnlml'gh. 

If the llation \vhich is called on to submit to such 

injurious inc<luality of treatment, \\-ere feeble or in
ferior at sea, the too common disposit ion in the 

!::t:-(wg to oppr~ss the "vYeak, might account for the 



unjust demand. But what in the present case may 
well excite astonishment, as well as indio'nation is b ,. 

that this injustice is offered to a nation, vdlOse 

power to resist it, is as indisputable, as her ri~ltt b) 

do so-whose invincible and magnificent nayy ride,,", 
triumphant on erery sea; who, to use the words of 
111'. Randolph, " Las an1lihilated the marine uf :~(:r 

" enemies," and 1l1i,:~bt Loldly de(r the comlinui 

host iIit)' of all the maritime nations on tlle ~,~l\:!:~', 

to snatch t1l.e trident Ii-om her lwnd. 
That France, an exile hom the oce:.m, sltoulJ. 

under snch circumstances, Ilave the a~~;urance to 

wage with us a ".Ir of commcrcial ('xclusiulls, is 
singular enough. But if nClltLds will pC:':f'rcrc in 

their present conduct, and it England ti!llidl:,' sui,

mit to it, til{' plan is perlectly rational, and canlH,t 

f~l.il of final Sllccess. 

Behold then a new prodigy (l tbis cxtr:wrdinary 

age-The utmost maritime stl'L-llzth is impotent 

to protect c0Il1111crciallFI\ig:tt;,;\I; and a PO\\ l'l' tkd 

is driven from the ocean can (k~,lrc'y tIll:' tl'~ldi.:' lor 

his enemy! 
But the paradox is of ea-;y solL1tion.-Tlle plain 

key to it, is, the new allll cum pend;uus principle that 
the rights (lj'lll.'llt nt/it.!), liri' Jli,liliJig Oll J1u rc', but 

cl:ery thi"g at s('{[, 

If this doct rille is to prerail, let us bL'~\'c'('h lilt-

peopIG of the Ullited States, tu rdie\'e us i'llHl1 tile 

burden of those ('ighl hundred l;l(,ll-oi~'rar, wl!ich 

1\J1'. Randolph, with Lut a smalll'xa,~g-('l'(tti()n, ~up

poses us at present to po~st'ss-to takc.' also off our 

lwnds, this island, wllich "c call1lot 101i~ bupe 10 

defend, and gire us a di~,tl'ict ucyolld tIll' BIlle 

~1oulltaills, in ex~lwllge. 
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At present we haTe no such distant retreat, as 

Mr. R. speaks uf~ from t he arms of an im'ader; no 

alternative to that naval war, which he \riseIy de

clines. 

Surely such new and forcible considerations as 

the present conjuncture affords, call not f~lll to haH~ 

an influence on the minds of the Amcrican people. 

It is true, they might have been suggested in some 

degree, by the conduct of France, at an earlier pe

riod of the war; but the exclusion of our commerce 

from the continent, tbougll partially and faintly at

tempteJ I'I-{orc, is now for the first time' distinctly 

aVO\"\'ed hy Bonaparte, as the grand offl'llSire pro

ject which is to enforce our submission; and in the 

execution of 'rhich, neutral nations, as lie· scruples 

not to threaten, will be constrainl'd to concur. 

Neither till the defection of Prussia from the 

standard of ncutl'.t!ity, was the scheme so boldly 

acted upon as at present, or so capable of exten
~in.~ effect. 

?dr. Rawlolph, in one passage (jf hi'i speech, 

seems to consider the excu:.;e of Jlfcessi(l}, as the 

chief arglll1l<'llt relil'd upon in the p<lllll'hlct, which 

he dOf'S me the honour to quote; but on a rcfer

l:'ll('~ to the \\'ork, it will be found tlwt this was but 

oue, among mUlIY foundations of right, on which 

the rule of tIle \\ar ] i 56 "as placed, and to the 

chid' P;llt or \rhich no answer has hitherto G('cn 

giH'll; and it will further be found tll8.t the author 

did 110t prof(';.:s to argue the qllcstion at. larg'c, even 

ill respect of the colonial trade, much less to de

fme ~lJld (It·fend the whole exh'nt of our maritime 
ri ~l!t~ in the present unparalleled contest. 
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There are other views. still more comprehensive 
and important, upon which it would be much ea
sier to justify the severest war that could PQssibly 
be waged against the commerce of our enemy, 
and the maritime intercourse of his usurped domi
nions, than to excuse the concessions that have been 
hitherto made in favour of neutral trade. But nei. 
ther these, nor the considerations here briefly sug .. 
gested, have yet been submitted to the candour of 
the American people. 

A magnanimous, but not very prudent contempt 
of the popular voibe in foreign countries, or at 
least of the means of obtaining its stdTrage, has 
been long displayed by the cabinet of England. 
"'e fight, we pay, we negociate, but except ill 
a formal manifesto, we do not 'reaSOJl, to the Euro
pean or American public. 'Ve abandon to our 
enemies, the influence of erery foreign press, even 
where the fear of French arms does not preclude 
a competition. 

It is perhaps a natura], though accidental conse
quence, of our peculiar form of government-The 
rights and the interests of the nation, the grounds 
of its wars, and its treati~s, are copiously discussed 
in parliament; and we forget that foreign politi
cians do not always read our debates. 

Tbe grand su~ject of our maritime rights, at 
least, has every where, out of England, been left 
to private and self-interested pens; and these 
have almost universally been in the service of the 
neutralizing traders. Our enemie£ therefore hav~ 

c 
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\valked over the course in America, as well as in 

other neutral countries; and the people hearing of 

nothing but British violence and injustice, have 

condemned us without a trial. 
I am led to these remarks by a passage in l\1r. 

Randolph's speech, in which he adopts an opinion 

currently received in America, that" """'ar in Dis

guise," 'ras written under the f'}rp of :1\11'. Pitt. The 

same has also been affirmed confidelJ..tly in all the 
ney\,spapcrs of that country as l~ known Ltct, and has 

been bitllefto uncontr~\'1;ctcd. Letthe author there
fo:'(' d,) justice 10 the fre('ci()lll and i lldepeudence of 

his pen, at the expf'ncl' of the credit which it might 
derin~ from the choice of our late cdebrated mi~ 

nistn. ""\r ar in Djsgui~f"" was not "'fitit'll under 

the r-yc, nor at the insti:;'ation of 1\1r. Pitt, or any 
other member of administration; nor ,vas it ho

nOUl'ed by his perusal, till after it \\'as giH'n to the 
public~ ,\Thatever be the weaknC'ss, or the strength, 
of the argnments it contains, they \vere spontaneous 

and sincere, the result of uninfluenced) and, as their 
author LelicH'~, of impartial opinion. 

But to return from this digression-If n('\v con

siderations of justicc, no,,' arise to satis(v the people 

of the r nitcil States, that their dcmands arc 

groundless in puillt of right; new and more pmv
erful motives of policy, haye also been furnished 

by the .late cllange~ in Europe, to reinforce the. 
J I 

a~guments of :\1r. Handolph~ 
) 'Vhat hop~s, let me ask, can thcynmv retai!1, of the 

~JnQderation of fran~e) and how truly alarming to 
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them ought to be the prospect of a maritime peace 
in Europe. 

1Nhile a hope remained of a continental balance 
of power in the old world being restored, it was 
natural for the people of the United States to sup~ 
pose themselves neutral in point of interest, in the 
event of tile war, as ,vell as in their actual relations. 
But \vhich of their politicians \rill now be hardy 
enough to dispute the opinion of Mr. Randolph, 
that the navy of England is the sole bulwark of 
American commerce, and that our ruin would insure 
their o\vn. 

This enIightcnccl patriot (for thOllgh as an Ame~ 
rican, addres~;il1g a republican audience, he says 
some things which an Englishman cannot approvc~ 
he fairly Ilesen'es that name) \rill I doebt not now 
further extend his vie\vs, and discoyer more clearly 
the Trans-Atlantic pr~jects of Frellch ambition 
"wlJich the war alone &uspends. 

Colonies are Olle. of the faxuurite and avowed 
o ~jc('ts of Napoleun's YOWS, and where are rich 
colonies to be obtained, so easily and so speedily, 
<IS in' Spanish America? ":bat! wiII the con
science of Bonaparte shrink fi'om the guilt of de
spoiling ailOther branch of his murdered master's 
family? or is it the patient character of his policy 
to wait for the slow restitution of agriculture in St. 
Domingo, v.·hen finally regained by exterminatory 
war, ratlll' I' than possess himself at once of all the ex~ 
ibting wealth alld all the commerce of Cuba? 

His measures during the last peace furnish no 
argument to the contrary. They were suggested by 
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gross ignorance of the true state of St. Domingo, and· 
he therefore began where he would otherwise have 
ended. Besides, he was then kept a little in check 
by the yet unbroken power of his late enemies, and 
by the difficulties of his domestic situation; but the 
next opportunity of sending armies without ob
struction to the new world, will be better improved. 
I-Iayti may serre for a feint, or even perhaps for a 

genuine, though secon,dary object; but Cuba will be 
occupied and ceded, and some of the feeble conti
nental colonies of Spain will be next reduced. 
Louisiana will be resumed, and the southern states 
of the American union, will soon experience the 
effects of their interior system, when oppos~d to 
the hostility of an insidious and unprincipled 
neighbour. 

But in these prospects, new perhaps to English 
eyes, and yet demonstrably of real probability, I 
am losing sight of my intended limits, and forget. 
tillg that I must not delay to give Mr. Randolph's 
important speech to the public at this very critica.l 
juncture. 

'Vithout therefore extending further these ,-iews. 
of colonial usurpation, I would ask the citizens of 
America seriously to reflect, that the maritime. 
pmver of England could alone avert from them 
such evils, jf France ·were disposed to realise them. "r ould armies be sacriHced ill the work?-What 
then !-Did the waste of human li(e beget remorse· 
at St. Domingo? The tyrant has besides a horrible 
interest, in the deathful character of his T.ans-At-
lantic enterprises. • 
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Be it remembered that in the European coun
tries which he has su~jugated, and in those which 
he still means to subdue, there are myriads of ar
dent spirits whom their conqueror would be happy 
to dispose of in distant ~ilitary service, just as he 
basely sent the patriot Polish legions, to do his mur
derous work, and perish, in St. Domingo. 

I-Iow copiously might the untl'actable spirit of 
this free country, if it were conquered, add to the 
miserable numbers of such high-minded victims. 
Brethren of America, the idea, though strange 
and dreadful, is not beyond the range of possible 
\3vents, that the volunteers of England may be sent 
to reduce the Spanish colonies, and to shed your 
kindred blood. 

But America might fall even before her parent .. 
A brief period of peace would suffice to restore 
rhe marine of France, enormously as she has now 
extended her means of multiplying ships; for she 
has found that soldiers may soon oe taught nauti
cal skill enough to man her fleets, at least as well 
as they have been lately manned with French and 
Spanish sailors. In our own service a landsman is 
soon converted into an ordinary seaman, and there 
is no motive so strong with Bonaparte for desiring 
that peace for which he is now busily angling, as 
the present impossibility of sending his soldiers to 
sea for education, without risquing their captivity, 
and the loss of the ships that carry them * . 

.. In the ships taken by sir Pohert Calder, on their return from 

t.he West Indies", a lalge propv.tion", if I am riShtly infQrme4 



But fdr such an enterprise as the conquest· of 
the Spanish colonies, ,1 large na .... ~.l force wou1d not 
be wanting; armies might be landed there without 
resistance, large 'enough to maintaill, as well as to 
accomplish, -the easy work. The mother country 
far from rrotecting, durst not encourage them to 
resist, and I am persuaded that at this moment 
nothing averts a french yoke from the colonies 
both of Spain and Portugal, but the impervious 
barrier of our na\T: nay that nothin~ suspends the 
fate of those mother countries themselves, but the 
fear that their colonies would be Jost, from the want 
of a fleet to secure tllCm. 

Does' America tllen hope that we shall sustain 
the war for ever, und~r all the discouragements 
which her i~jurious conduct, add to its other 
evils-that we shall protect her in ~pite of herself; 
and let her bear away all the best fruits of our naval 
empire, while we are at all the charge of its defencE>? 

Such conduct indeed, were there no other alter
native except that of peace wit h France, at the 
present most disarlrantageous momei~t, might 
be wise and necessary, for notLing could be more 
infallibly self-destructive, than our now throwing 
open the sea to Bonaparte. 

But every Englishman does not concur with the 
great majority of the nation in this opinion. 

There are writers amon;' llS, who Ci'en seem to 

one-third, of their complement of hands, were soldiers, who 

worked with the seam~n~ and had been put 011 board for that 
purpo5e~ 
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regard the enormous aggrandizement of France 

by land, as a good a. o'ument for opening to her 

b-:.:·nndless ambItion, cind implacaUe hostility, the 

important passes of the ocean; wIn ('~-('n magnify 
our danger from her recent territorial acquisitions, 

as }'('asons for allowing her to reap the fnll, imme

diate benefit of their C"')'-'lmerce, and to cu~r;.bille 

with her former immense 1 e:iOU /'::;cs, the new means 

which they copiously afford t01 the restitution of 

her navy; who, because we cannotgivc back to 

the right owners, the territories she has rarishefl 

from other nations, ,,,ould advise us to endanger 

.our 0\n1; and who thl:)};. that as kings have been 

the yictims of our quarrel, our most honourable 
.cuurse is to ratify without delay, their constrained 

renullciations, amI shake hands with the usurper 

.over the ruins of their thrones. Such opinions too 

boast, though falsely I admit, of popularity, nay 
eren of ministerial patronage. 

Let not then America, seeing' perhaps our ob. 

vious interest better than tLcsl' Bfitish politicians, 

suppose herself perfectly s(>cure from that fatal 

event, a speedy peace between England and 

Fr' llCf'; but let her L, 'Tare. lest by further discou. 
raging our nay)', rUilli!lg' our colonies, and baffling 

all our remainin;;' hopc'.,; in the war, she should at 

lellgth dispose llS to that desperate expedient, to 

her ruiu as well as Olll' 01\'n. 

But I am forgetting tliat to the people of Eng

land, and to the British cabinet if necessary, not 

to the people of America~ these pages are more im-
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mediately addressed. I am also again forgetting, 

that the purpose of this publication is urgent, and 

that my present object is pnly to depreca.te a hasty 

and fatal decision. 
If the J'udO':nent of those whose determination . \:) 

would make contro\'ersy useless, does not shut out 

further argument, I shall find tilne enough perhaps 

to open in a better manner, the new bearings and 
rehtions of this momentous sul~jc('t ; and to main

tain, if necessary, the ground I ha\'e already taken 

in defence of om' national rights. 
I may then, perhaps, reply to my English, as 

well as my yet unseen American, antagonists. I 
may possibly make a convert of one of the fcrmer, 

who now imitates the practices which he de
fends, by engaging in contro"f;;'sial war under the 
neutral flag of a critic, for his opinions are founded 
on such erroneous premises, as may be easily cor
rected *; and I may possihly &ven be able to re

ply with gravity to the chief argvment of my other 

eli The author is grateful to the Edinburgh Reviewers, for the 

unmerited compliments paid to his plain style and humble talents j 

comp'iments which it would cost him no breach of sincerity to 
~epay in kind, as all who read that lively and very able Review 

wiU easily believe. But for the sake of this great public cause, he 
must remark, that the ingenious anu elaborate argument with 

which his pamphlet is encountered in that popular work, proceeds 
chiefly on two fundamental errors in point 'of fact; viz. on the no

tion that the colonial monopoly in time of peace, extends to the 

exclusive carriage ill lIational shippillg only, not as it also does, to 

a dfstilltltil)1I exclusively to and ji"om the ports rif the mother cmmlfY; 

and secondly, on the assumption that the .'lmericans allL'oys supplieeJ. 
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opponent, which courageously maintains that it is 
Ollr interest, to nourish the colollies, and protect the 
cOJllmerce qf a,n enemy *. 

~Ieantime, I must leave these assailants to spend 
their cross fires on each other; for the one declin
ing the question of right, denies that it is our il2te~ 
'rest to suppress the trade in question; the other 
admits the interest, but disputes the right. 

Let me for the present conclude, with a few brief 
suggestions to a British minister, on the supposition, 
that a Statesman of this country can be really d::-:
posed to give w~y to the present claims of Ame
rica. And I will further suppose that statesman 
to be MR. Fox; not merely for the sake of cllii H'n

ing the idea; but for that of professing that no dif
ference of opinion on such a sul~ject could. diminish 
the unfeigned respect lkhich r feel for ilis manly, 
generous, and amiable character; since its "ery 
virtues would sufficiently explain to me the source 
of our disagreement. 

" Pause," I would anxiously cry to him, " on a 
" measure which if once adopted, can llC\'er be re
" called. 

" RetIect, that a stronger case for the operation 

th~ nortllern natiuns r?f Europe 'leitl! tIle products of the French alii 

SpallisH colullies. (See the Edinburgh Review, No. 15, p. 30, &c. 

It was remarked in the pamphlet referred to, that few subjects 

are less generally understood by intelligent men, tl:an that which 

the author undertook to explain; and of the truth of the propo,;j. 

tion, stronger evidence cannot possibly be offered than these mi,,· 

takes by an EDIKBU!{GH REVlEWE!t. 

* Inquiry into the State of the ;\"Jr"jrl, 4th eJ:~i::ln, 197 to l~',J 

.J 
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" of the ri,~11ts in question, than that which now 

a exists, cannot possibly arise. The present emer

., gene)", th'" IF'W ~;tZtte of the' \"1'(1l", the new systcm 
• 1· " of anno.,-anC'e ar1opt(:~l h,\' tlle enC'mr, at least III 

H its widened compass, and incrr·ased practicabi

"Lt~·, nay the w'ry evils exp'~'ri<'ilced I)y fi)rn1ef 
"concession:', might now, inclependt'!ltl:: (If their 

KC voluntary nature, clearly ,ins: ii/ tlleir ('dire revo
" cation, much more the r~jection of claims ioundc(l 

If on a fraudulent abuse of Qllf indltl:;ence. 

at But if you now give 'way, and gi\'e WCly to an 

" imperious demand, founded on an <.;ssertecl right, 

" -if you Jo,,-er your top-sails at the bidding of a 

" state \rhich has not a ship of the line, while abo\e 

"~even hundred British pendants triumphantly 

" m3intain the empire of the ocean,-hencefcyrth 

" you can set up no fair distinct.ion, you can al

" ledge nO) duress of temporary necessity, to avoid 

" the fatal precedent,-a principle on which your 

" beIligerC'nt energies greatly depend, is lost anti 

" abandoner! for eyer. 

" Reflect also, that by this retractation of a prin

" ciple which our government, as well as jts supreme 

"trihunals of l)rize, has strongly, practicaHy) 

" and as I maintain,consistently,asserteci; you \rill 

" ~illk onr crc<1it in Eurol'e, and gire CQlllltenance 

"to the foul charges of Bonaparte. '" e shall 

ie reason aLly be regarded not only as the tyrants 

,. of the sea, but what, if not more odious, is at 

" least more contemptible, as pusillanimous ty

H rants, \"ho are insolent ann audacious when UllOP

" posell, hl!! shrink back fi-om spirited resistanct:>. 
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" Nor is it in Europe alone, that we shall incur 
" this infamy. America herself will despise us
ee Our friends in that country will be abashed, 
H and our enemies will triumph. Your tardy 
" compliance 'rill not be ascribed to a sellse of 
"justice, or a spirit of conciliation; but to com. 
'" mercial panic, and the dread of a non-importa.
"tion law. The advr)cates fur violent measures 
" will exult in the success of that insoknt policy, 
" which has sent you menace", instecld of arguments, 
" and non-importation resolutions, instead uf em
"bassadors. III a w(lrd, our cuncessious ,vill 
" purchase for us among our Traus-Atlantic bre
" threu, not good will, but derision and c.;ontempt\ 

" Look next to the consequences to uur navy, 
" our colonies, and our commerce. 

" Do you mean to make peace with France, and 
" are YUll sure of such terms as you are prepared 
" to accept? Rellll~mber still, that you have lll.) assu

" rance, lIay scarcely a rational hope, that any peace 
H you may now make, "ill last a l:iingle year; and 
" that the concession 110\V demanded \\ ill not lose 
Hits yalidityas a precedent, when YUH shall be 
" compelled again to dra\v your naral sword, and 
" to fight, as M·r. Randolph forcibly puts it, 'JlOt 

"Jar Quebec or P012dicheny, but jor London and 
" IVestminster--:for life.' 

" But if Bonaparte will not give us peace, or 
.• if we are wise enough not to accept it from 
" him at this jUllctur~, then advert t\J the ":OIlS~· 
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,; qnences of these conceSSIOns, e,'en during the 

(C present contest. 
" I will not oetain you with a oescription of 

" them; I have statetl them elsewhere; and need 
" only aod, that if you consent to depart from the 
"principles now acted upon in our prize courts, 
"our planters, and 'Vest India-merchants will 
"soon ag~in be driven by an oppressive com
" petition, from all the foreign markets of Europe. 
" The ruin of our East-India company too, will 
" be advanced with an accelerated progress. 

" After al1, to what would I persuade Y,ou? to 
" quarrel with America? By no means, But to 
" treat with her more deliberately; to treat with her 
" 0; her own soil, at the seat of her government, 
(( and ·in the bosom of her citizens; to treat with 

" her, after the popular effervescence excited by 
" self-interested men 'has had time to subside, and 
« the voice of reason and justice has been clelibe

Ie rately heard; to treat with her, after she has 
H Lot_'CD fully instructed in the recent measures of 
" Prussia and France, and in the system now COll

" certed for our ruin. 
e( The contrary course of a precipitate submis

" sian to the demands of Mr. Jefferson and his 
c, minister, would no doubt be more palatable to 

" them, and to the party to which they belong. 
" But though I feel high personal consideration 
<, and respect for those gentlemen, they are not 

" precisely the persons with whom a British minis
'( h.T ,vQuId wish to a4just this most important con-
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co( troversy. I may be mistaken in their public 
,~ views, for I profess no great acquaintance with the 
" anterior politics of America; but it is certain that 
OJ. they are regarded in tbat country, as partial to the 
" cau!o!e of France, and consequently not partial to 
" England. 

" The Congress of the V nited States, alone C3n 
_. of 

., declare war, 0.1' aI,ter the pacific relations of that 

" country. There can consequently be no danger of 
" being involved in a war by delay, before a Briti~h 
" minister can he sent across the Atlantic. The 
" American elnba-;sauor can have no manifesto in 
(4 his pocket. The ach-antage therefore of treating 
"under the eye and ear of a Congress, and of 
" a people, among vvhom a very considerable mi
" noril)" at least, are disposed to moderation and 
~, pea~e, is undeniably great. 

" Thc only objection I can imagine possibly to 
" arise against this expedient, is, ii'om the passing 
" of the limited non-importation bill, the fate of 
" which is yet unknown, and which is relJrescnted 
" as containing a clause making its operation de

" pend either on the fiat of the executive govern
" ment, or on that of its minister ill this country; 
" or as other accounts intimate, on the bare erellt of 
" our r.efusing immediate compliance with the de
" mandg of the American government. 

" Xow such a bill either has, or has not, been 

" passed by the Congress. 
" In the latter case, the difficulty will not ari~e, 

but in the former, I hesitate not to say, that it 
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" llJ 1~_C', your compliance, consistently with an1 

" res-anI to the dignity and honour of this great 

" nation, absolute·Iy impossibl~. 
" "-h~lt! is a rod to be put into the hands of a 

"foreign minister, to \vhip us into submission; 

" and a:'e we broa(Uy and coarsely to sell our ma~ 

" ritime rights, for the sake of passing off a little 

" haberdashery along with them! ! ! 
" Are we to make a lumping pennyworth to the 

"buyers of our leather YlareS, our felt and tin 
" wares, and the other commodities enumerated in 
"this insolent bil1, by tossing our honour, our 

" justice, and our courage also, into the parcel!! ~ I 
" would not consent to disparage even the quality 
" of onr manufactures, much less of our public 
" morals, by so shameful a bargain. 
"~~q sir! if ~Ir. Munro is indeed instructed 

" and em powered to treat \vith us in this humiliat
" ing st,' Ie (;f huckstering diplomacy, a new reason 
" arises fur delay, and for treating beyond the At .. 
" 1antic. , 

" Let the threatened prohibition take place. Our 
" kus cur ~hoe:, :tntI onr teakettks mustjind some 
" (;iher ma,·kct for a few months; unless the Ame

" rican ll1f'rchants should be impatient enough, to 
" il;1port them by smuggling into that country in 

" the mean time; "vhich I doubt not they will, in a 

" mOre l.;Jan usual abundance. Perhaps when our 
" mini~tt:'r an'iH~s, the advanced price of Engli8h 

" goods, and the loss of the duties upon them, may 
" form an argument of some weight in our favour. 
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But I must have done; lest by reasoning too 
anxiously, I should reason too late.-" Pause then, 
H sir" (still to address an imagined,and,I hope, non
~xistent character), " pause I conjure you, on this 
" awful occasion. Contend at least a little longer, 
" for our colonies, for Ollr navy, for our helligerent 
" power, for our consistency, for our di.~nity and 
Of our honour." 

P 0 S T S C RIP T. 

IIIay 3d, 1806. 

TIlE newspapers of this morning and those of 
,Yesterday, which I h:J(1 not time to r~:ld till the 
above Introduction went to press, SUggf'st a new 
reason for our not precipitately abandoning tb,~ 

important principle of the rule of the war, I i56, 
which as the delay of the press ha., afiorued time 
for it, I \vill take the opportunity of adding. 

That grand sacrifice, if we are really bold enough 
to hazard the consequences of making it on any 
terms, should at least be the subject of treaty and re
ciprocalcompact, both with America and Denmark: 
--and one concession \\'hich both thosepow'erswould 
most willingly make, is the allowing us to intercept 
and condemn vessels under their colours, employed 



in supplying the French and Spanish colonies with 
slaves; a trade which they hare prohibited by their 
own municipal 1a,,'s, but "'hich without our aid, 
they cannot effectually prevent tIle contraband 
prosecution of, even by their own sul~jt'cts; much 
less by foreigners who assume their flags for the 
purpose. 

The ruinous effects of thi~ commerce to our 
colonies, n0t only through the rapid extension of 
agriculture which it promott·s in the islands of 
their powerful rivals, but in the consequent ad
vance of the price of slaves, both in Africa and the 
'Vest Indies, ha,'e at length been distinguished 
through those dark clouds of error and prejudice, 
\vith which the storm of slave-trade controversy has 
long ('()\'ered our 'Vest-India interests. The last 
administration put a stop to the fatal competition 
in the conquered colonies; and the present cabi
net having adopted the same salutary principle, 
a Bill I find has yesterday passed the Ifouse of 
Commons, for prohibiting the foreign slaye-traue 
generally to his ~I(~jesty's subjects-The Bill has 
also, as an ob\'ious and necessary application of 
the same principle, precluded the fitting out of fa ... 
reign slave ships ii'om our port s; \r hich to be sure, 
another principle, long since universally admitted,. 
that of the slave carrying acts, ought in mora con
sistency, to have led us to prohibit long ago. 
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This wise and necessary measure, officially intra· 
duced by his Majesty's Attorney General, will no 
doubt :;peedily pass into a law, for it cannot be 
doubted that the present able and powerful ad
ministration have influence enough in Parliament 
to give effect to a measure of national policy which 
they have adopted; or that a Bill recommended 
by such weighty and obvious consideration. of 
Ilational interest win receive from the wisdom 
of the Lords, the same general approbation that 
it met with from the Commons. In the Lower 
House, its advocates \vere, not ~Ir. "~ilberforce, 

or Mr. Henry Thornton, though they no doubt 
silently approved; but Sir 'Villiam Young, and 
ev~ry other West India gentleman who delivered 
his sentiments, with the single exception, I think, 
of Mr. Rose. 

Assuming then, that this Bill will soon become 
an Act of Parliament, it now becomes consistent 
and decorous in us, as well as prudent and neces
sary, to treat with the neutral powers, for obtainillg 
at least the allowance of so much of our maritime 
rights as may give effect to their own prohibitory 
1aws in regard to this traffic; and thus effectually 
to prevent the supply of the hostile colonies with 
slaves during the war. 

If our unfortunate planters must encounter a 
ruinous competition in the foreign markets of Eu
rope through an unbounded indulgence to neutrals, 
at least let us obtain in their favour, \",hat neutral 
states are willing to relinquish, and reli<!ve them 

e 
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from a competition in the slave markets of Africa 
and the West Indies, by which the price of ne
groes is enormously advanced, and the supply of 

foreign sugar rapidly encreased. 
I am aware that ~1r. Rose's opposition to the 

Bill now depending may seem a dissent from these 
views; but that gentleman made a generous sa
crifice of his own self-interested feelings as a 
British planter for the sake of a large national in
terest, which he very erroneously supposed to de
pend on the slave trade to the colonies of Spain; 
as may be setn in an account of his speech on 
Thursday last, and of a conversation which took 
place Jast night between him, ~Ir. Francis, and 
1-Ir. ,rilberforce, respecting a slave-trade alleged 
by ~t[r. Rose to be now carried on through our free 
ports in the 'Vest Indies, to those colonies. 

Sir 'Villiam Young shewed by authentic docu
ments, th3t if any such trade exists it must be of 
a narrow extent; but the truth is, that it cannot 
It:gally exist, at all, either by the law of Spain, 
or by the law of war, as obligatory on all his 
~Iajesty's subjects. 

Mr. Rose overlooking this fact, supposed, in re
ply to Sir 'Villiam Young, that though the export 
of slaves from our free ports to Spanish colonies 
might be very small, yet it was a necessary cover to 
obtain admission for the ships employed in the 'free
port trade by the laws of those colonies into the 
Spanish ports; and that under pretence of bringing 
a few slaves they smuggle in our manufa:ctures to 
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a large amount; he feared therefore a great shock 
to our existing commerce by a suppression of the 
foreign slave-trade; but if this gentleman's lan
guage is accurately reported, he proceeded on no
tions of the free-port trade which are radica!ly erro
neous hoth in point of fact and ofJaw. 

It is true, that during the last war, for a period 
of about four months, and in consequence of an 
oversight in drawing up a royal instruction, slaves 
were enumerated among the articles which that 
instruction authorized his Majesty's subjects, or 
Spaniards, to export by special licence from our 
free ports, notwithstanding the existing hostilities. 
But the moment this error was noticed, Mr. Pitt 
explained it in the House of Commons, to have 
proceeded from inadvertency alone, occasioned by 
the copying the catalogue of exportable articles 
from the free port acts, as in force during peace; 
and he indignantly disclaimed the idea of its having 
been ill tended to relax the law of war for the 
purpose of extending the slave trade. The in
struction, which bore date November 27, 1797, 

was instantly revoked, and a new one, dated 
March 28, 1798, issued, which omitted slaves in 
its enumeration. 

From that time to the present, the exportation 
of slaves during war, from our free ports to the 
colonies of our enemies, has been wholly illegal; 
and would have subjected the ship and cargo 
engaged in it to confiscation in the prize court. 

Prior to the present hostilities with Spain, a pro-
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spective instruction was issued, empowering the 
governors of the free ports, in the event of a war 
with that power, to grant licences in the same 
form as in the former war. But surely no man. will 
construe this as referring to a rule that existed by 
mistake for four months, instead of that corrected 
rule, which was in force during all the rest of the 
period referred to. 

Had any such strange construction been put 
upon it in the 'Vest Indies, and that fact had come 
to the official knowledge of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, who is now, very erroneously perhaps, 
stated to have affirmed in Parliament the existence 
of a free port slave trade with our enemies, he 
would no doubt immediately, as a point of private 
as weB as public duty, have reported it to the late 
minister; for Mr. Rose was vice-president of the 
committee of the Privy Council, usually called the 
Board of Trade, from the beginning, I think, of 
the present war with Spain, to the end of Mr. 
Pitt's administration. He would therefore unques
tionably, by some means, have guarded his illus
trious friend's feelings, and his reputation, from 
the possible charge of having connived at a trade 
in the present war, which he had so public1y repu
diated eluring the last. 

It is no disparagement to ~lr. Pitt's memory, to 
suppose that he knew as little of the trade of New 
Providence, as of that of Tombuctoo. He natu
rally relied on his right honourable friends at the 
Board of Trade and Plantation.s, for watching over 
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those remote commercial interests; and therefore 
had Mr. Rose known of any such trade as that in 
question, it would have been his immediate duty 
to report it to the minister, or rather official1y 
to propose what I apprehend it was in his own 
immediate department to originate, a new royal 
instruction for its suppression. 

I verily believe, however, that no such trade has 
existed; and therefore Mr. Rose's language in last 
night's debate is probably misreported. 

The unavoidable inaccuracy in hasty news
paper reports of parliamentary speeches, must have 
led to other mistakes, as to the assertions of the 
same respectable gentleman; for l\;Ir. Rose is re
ported to have represented the average value of a 
cargo of British manufactures sent in these free 
port slave ships, as being about £50,000 sterling, 
wher~as, by the slave-carrying acts, sloops, schoo
ners, and other small vessels, not having more than 
one deck, can alone be employed in the foreign trade 
of the free ports. (See the consolidating free port 
act of 45 Geo. III. cap. 57, brought in, I believe, 
under Mr. Rose's own auspices.) But lest unin
formed readers should suppose that such vessel') 
really carry cargoes in general of £50,000 value, 
I take on me to assert, and might appeal to an 
the noble and right honourable persons who have 
presided in prize causes at the Cockpit, \yithin 
eight or ten years past, to support the assertion, 
that a tenth part of the above sum would be an 
excessive estimate, supposing that an average of 



XXXVJlI 

the whole may be fairly taken from the many 
vessels and cargoes of (his description that have 
been the subjects of appeal. 

But the most important error ascribed by the 
newspapers to this very intelligent gentleman, is 
the notion that our manufactures cannot lawfully 
be introduced from these ports into the Spanish 
colonies, wit/zout being accompanied by slaves, and 
that under the cover of carrying slaves they may be, 
and are, imported there. 

Here let me quote part of this probably erroneous 
report, as given in the Morning Chronicle, Jest a 
well-informed reader should suppose the strange 
inaccuracy my own. "l\Ir. FRANCIS then said, 
" that we had this fact, that a cargo of the value 
" of £50,000, might be sold in these colonies, 
cc under the cover of seven slaves, and that it could 
" not be sold, without this cover.-Mr. ROSE, I do 
" assert thatfact." 

Now in opposition to this supposed asser
tion, I will undertake to prove, that the inter
course between our free ports and the Spanish co
lonies is wholly prohibited by the laws of those 
colonies; and that neither seven, nor seven hun
dred slaves, would exempt any vessel engaged in 
it from seizure and confiscation, if detected in a 
Spanish port, or by a Spanish Guarda Costa; in 
short, that the whole existing commerce between our 
tree ports and the Spanish TYest Indies, is contraband 
by the Spanish law. 

Here again I can confidently refer to the Lords 
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Commissioners of Prize Appeals. The fact has re

peatedly appeared before them; and I turn only to 
pne of many cases that might be cited, for the 
following extract in proof of it. 

Case of the NOSTRA SEIGNORA DEL ROSARIO, 
J. P. SANCHEZ, Master, heard at the Cockpit, in 
1802. 

This was a licensed Spanish vessel, which had 
carried goods from New Providence to the lIa
vannah, and on her return was seized, b~cause the 
term of her licence had expired, and prosecuted 
in the Vice Admiralty Court of the Bahamas. 

The excuse set up was that of a long detention 
on the coast of the Spanish colony, in c{llzseqllence 
of the illicit nature of the trade, and the necessity (if 
c01U.:ealment; and the following passage is extracted 
from the affidavit of the claimant, a merchant of 
New Providence: " That the said Brigantine was 
" detained some time in the port of Havannah by 
" an embargo, and by other unavoidable callSt:S, ill 
" a voyage, 'Which requires to be concealed from the 
" Spanish government, was prevented from com~ 
" pleting. the said voyage in sixty days." 

Is it supposed that a British merchant would 
untruly represent on . his oath a public fact, the 
truth or falsehood of which must be notorious on 
the spot ?-At least, the Judge of the Vice Ad
miraltyof New Providence, could not be deceived 
by such perjury; and yet on this evidence he ac· 
quitted the vessel and cargo, and the Lords Com

missioners affirmed his sentence. 
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In other licenced cases, the subjects of appeaJ, 
Spanish vessels have been rescued by our cruisers 
out of the possession of their own Guarda Costas 
which had seized them: and so notorious is the il
legality of the trade by the Spanish law, that false 
papers and destruction of papers, have been con
nived at, in our prize courts, in such cases; on ac
count of the knO\,yn necessity of concealment and 
misrepresentation in the Spanish ports. But in no 

one rif t!zC:f ca,\'cs has the mask in question been fOll1Zd 
(Ill board; the.lJ ha'i:e carried British manufactures, 

but 110t a single slave. 

" Are slaves then in no instance a key to the 
!, ports of the Spanish colonies?" There was 
such a case; hut it is so far from supporting the 
arguments imputed to ~Ir. Rose, that if the case 
still exists, it furnishes new ground for the measure 
I here recommend. 

The laws of the Spanish colonies have been 
greatly relaxed in all respects, in consequence of 
the war, but only in favour of neutral vessels; and 
even these, during part at least of the late war, 
were obliged to bring slaves, in order to entitle 
them to export the produce of the colony, which 
they were allowed to do, to the amount of the pro
ceeds of the slaves. It became therefore a prac
tice in neutral, not British or Spanisiz vessels, to im
port a few slaves; and by enormously aggravating 
the proceeds, in fictitious accounts of sales, to ex
port colonial produce to a far greater value, while 
under cover of this favoured trade, other merchan-
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dize was copiously introduced. The necessity, I 
believe, of such pretexts has ceased. 

But do the neutral slave traders, or even the 

agents of British slave traders sailing under fo

reign colours, assist the importation of B1'itish mer
chandize or manufactures into these colonies?
On the contrarv, as far as their slave trade in-

" 
creases their general dealings with those colonies, 

it favours the introduction only of foreign European 

manufactures. The truth is, that slave fihips from 

Africa, bring no manufactures of any kind, but the 
vessels that carry slaves to the Havannah, and other 

Spanish ports, when they clear out from the neutral 

islands, _ often carry foreign manufactures from 
thence; and merchants stationed there as general 

agents for the Spanish slave merchants, or for our 

own, also supply the Spanish colonies copiously 
with the manufactures, not of this country, but of 

France, German,l), and I:lolland *. 
The true state of the case therefore, is not only 

different from, but diametrically opposite to, the 

representation of it ascribed to ~Ir. Rose. The 

slave trade to the Spanish colonies, as far as it is 

the source or \L~hicle of other commerce, rivals 

and supplants, instead of protecting and extend
ing, the trade in British manufactures; and whe

ther we supply those colonies through our free 

ports with British goods to the amount of three mil

lion') annually, as this gentleman is stated to have 

.)f See note lVI, in th'': .-\ppendix to War in Disguise. 

f 
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asserted, or as I rather believe, not with one fourth 
part of that amount, the trade, such as it is, will 
be augmented, not diminished, by the cessation of 
the foreign slave trade. 

It seems impossible however that Mr. Rose's 
speech can be rightly reported; because if slaves 

were a necessary cover for free port trade, then the 
free port instructions and licences, became a mere 
mockery, when slaves were struck out of the enu· 
meration; and consequently, Mr. ,Pitt's explana
tion, and the revocatory instruction itself, would 
have been an imposition upon Parliament, and the 
public, of which neither the friends, nor the ene
mies of that great and digg.ified character, will be
lieve him to have been capable. 

On the whole therefore there must be more than 
ordinary inaccuracy and blunder, in the report which 
has called forth these remarks. 

The reader perhaps may think that these com
~en~aries on the parliamentary discussion have no 
necessary connection with my main subject; 
bu: the contrary is the case; for if a gentleman, 
late so high in office, and the peculiar organ 
n.f:he Government in matters of colonial com
merce, had really stated such facts, and supported 
s:..:ch politico-commercial views in Parliament, at the 
"rescnt critical conjuncture, and if his views should 
I)e adopted in the House of Peers, they would 
''Jise a difficulty, which in sustaining the bellige
rent rights of my <;::ountry, I should find it hard to 
~lfmount. 



xliii 

It was frankly acknowledged in my late pam
phlet, and I again distinctly admit, that Great Bri
tain has no right to prevent neutrals from carrying 
on any trade wjth the colonies of her enemies, that 
she is not willing to forego herself.-If therefore 
we were actually at this moment supplying the 
Spanish colonies with slaves through our free ports, 
and deriving through that supply a commerce worth 
three millions sterling a year; and if a bill should 
be rejected on the ground, that this trade is essen
tial to our national welfare, then it is impossible 
to maintain that neutral nations ought to be re
strained from supplying the colonies of our ene
mies with the same article at least; and since 
a large part of the produce of Cuba, has of late 
years been paid in return for slaves imported, it 
wouJd be equally impossible to maintain, that such 
returns may not be brought away and carried to 
the best markets, in neutral vessels.-In short, if 
it were a part of our own fixed system, that the hos
tile colonies shall be supplied with slaves by British 
subjects during the war, I can neither on the ground 
of regard to our own unfortunate planters, nor of 
justice to the J)eutral powers, find any (wnsistent 
principle on which any -part of the rule of the war 
1756 worth preserving, ought now to be enforced. 

Quite irreconcileahle with the views ascribed to 
Mr. Rose, was the reply which I meant to offer 
to the most specious argument of the American 
Government, if decision should not preclude the 
utility of any reply-I cannot regard those feeble 
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palliatives to which we have been driven by the in .. 

vas ion of our maritime rights to have recourse, the 

relaxations of our own commercial system, as Rny 
better defence to the neutrals by whose conduct 

they were occasion~d, than the calling in a surgeon 

to heal a wound, would be to the wrong doer who 

inflicted it. But I never for a moment supposed 
that the licenserl trade· of our free ports, or any 

other relaxation of the law of war, ought to survive 

the resumption of our belligerent rights: and Ire .. 

garded these innovations on our good old maximg 

of YI'~r, as miserable temporising expedients, which 

might be brushed away with far more advantage 
than loss. 

The views, estimates, and statements now 

publicly il'nputed to a late vice-president of our 
board of trade, would, if real, "and if adopted in 

Parliament, present a very different case; and a 

construction also imputerl to him of a late Act of 

Parliament, would, if I rightly apprehend that part 

of the re port, be a source of further em barrassment. 

The American author of the "Examination of 

the British Doctrine," appeared to me to have made 

a very unfair use of that Act, (45 Geo. III. cap. 57, 

sec. 5,) which I regarded, not as meant for operation 

during hostilities, any further than as his Majesty's 
rela.ratiolls qf the law ojwar might give it special and 

temporary ~fftcac.1J; but if it really has the effect of 
legalizing an intercourse with the enemy, and con

trolling the general law of war, without a specialli

fence {which must be the case, if this Act sanctions 
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a trade, not sanctioned by the free port instructions) 
then the strictures of this writer are fair enough-I 
must in that case admit it to have been a grand 
and radical innovation, on our own belligerent 
system * . 
. I have felt it necessary therefore in every view to 

profit by the unforeseen delay of this publication, 
till Monday next, and to enlarge its bulk, for the 
sake of entering this protest against the parliamen
tary reports in our newspapers; and of ad ding, 
that if they could be supposed in this instance 
to be accurate, I should as widely and as firmly pro
test, against the very respectable authority even ot 
1\1r. Rose himself. 

* I cannot help thinking this Act very carelessly drawn, as 

well as badly expounded; for sec. 9. opens the JOM to a fraud 
that may be very injurious to our planters, by the ci rcuitous 

introduction of French and Spanish sugar and cofree from the 

free ports into this country through our ()wn sugar colonies, \\ ilh
out payment of foreign duties. 





SPEECH 

OF THE HON. J. RAXDOLPH, 

ON TIlE XO .. Y-IllfPORTATIOS RESOLUTIO;{ or 
]lIR. GREGG. 

-
I AM extremely afraid, sir, that so far as it may depend 
on my acquaintance \vith details connected with the suhject, 
I have very little right to address you: for, in truth, I have 
not yet seen the documents from the Treasury, which wcre 
called for some time ago, to direct the judgment of this 
house in the 'decision of the question now before yon; and 
indeed, after what I have this day heard, I no longer re
quire that document, or any other document; indeed, I do 
not know that I ever should have required it, to vote on 
the resolution of the g'2ntleman from Pennsylvania. If I 
had entertained any doubts, they \Yould have becll removed 
by the style in which the friends{)f the resolution have this 
morning discussed it. I am perfectly aware, that upon en
tering on this subject, we go into it manacled; hand-cuffed, 
ano tongue-tied. Gentlemen know that our lips arc seale. I 
on subjects of momentous foreign relations, which are in
dissolubly linked with the present question, and whichwoulll 
serve to throw a great light on it in evcl'yrespectrelevant to 
it. I ,,,ill, however, endeavour to hobble over the subject, 
as well as my fettered limbs and palsied tongue will enable 

me to do it. 
I am not surprised to hear this resolution discussed by its 

friends as a wal" measure. They say, it is tru('~ that it is 

not a war measure; but they defend it on princip1e5 whil h 
A 
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'Woultl justify none but "oar measures, and seem pil'a~('J 
with the idea that it may prove the fQr<trunner of ,,°a.f. If 
war is necessary; it' we have reached this point, let us han~ 

war. But while I have life, I \nIl nen:,r consent to these 
incipient wat" measures, which in their commencement 
brt'athe nothing' but peace, though tlll'.\o plunge us at last 
into war. It has been well obspn°.:d by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, behind me (:\11'. J. Cia~'), that the situation of 
this llation in 1793, was in cVf'ry respect dinerl.Jnt from that 
in which it finds itself in lA06. L{Jt \:w ask, too, if the 
sjtuation of England is not since materially changed? Gen-. 
tlcmen, who, it would appeal' from their language, hayc not 
got beyond the horn.book of politic", talk of our ability to 
cope with the British navy, and tell us of the war of our re

volution. "'hat ,,"as the situation of Great Britain then? 
She was then contending for the empire of the British chan
nel, barely able to maintain a doubtful equality with her ene
mies, over whom she never gained the superiority until Rod
ney's victory of the 12th of April. \Vhat is her present si
tuation? The combined fleets of France, Spain, and Hol
land, are dissipated; they no longer exist. I am not sur
irised to hear men advocate these wild opinions, to see them 
goaded on by a spirit of mercantile avarice, straillillg their 
feebJe strength to exc.ite the nation to war, when they have 

reached thi5 stage of infatuation, that we are an over-match 
for Great Britain on the ocean. It is mere wa~te of time to 
reason with such persons. They do not dcsenoe any thing 
like serious refutation. The proper arguments for such 
statesmen arc a strait waistcoat, a. dark room, water-gruel, 
and depletion. 

It has always appeared to me that there are three points to 
be considered, and maturely considered, before '\'e can be. 
prepared to vote for the resolution of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. First. Our ability to contend with Great 

:Britain for the question in dispute: Secondly. The policy of 
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:>uch a contest: and Thirdly. In case both these shall be 

settled affirmatively, the mannerin which we can, with the 

greatest effect, re-act upon and annoy our ad-versary. 

Now the gentleman from Massachusetts (:\11". Crownin. 

shield), has settled at a single sweep, to use one of his favo

rite expressions, not only that we are capable of comendiw; 
with Great Britain on the ocean, butthat we are actually h~r 
superior. 'Vhence does tbe gentleman deduce this infer~ 
ence? Because, truly,at that time, when Great BrItain wasn::..t 

mistress of the ocean, '" hen a 1\ orth was her prime ministe.:- t 

and a Sand ,deh the hr3t lord of her admiralty; when ~he 

"'as gO\"f~rned b!' a connting.hollse administration, priva
teers of this country trespassed on her commerce. So too 

did the cruisers of Dunkirk. At that day Suffrein held 

the mastery of the Indian seas. But what is the case 
now? Do gentlemen remember 'the capture of Cornwal. 

lis on land, because De Grasse maintained the dominion 

of the ocean? To my mind no position is more clear, than 

that if we go to war with Great Britain, Charleston and 

Boston, the Chesapeake and the Hudson, will be im'cstt:d 

by British squadrons. Will you call on the count de Grasse 

to relieve them, or shall we apply to admiral Gravina, or 
admiral Villenellve, to raise the blockade? But you have not 

only a prospect of gathering glory, and, \y hat seems to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts much dearer, to profit by 

privateering,but you will be able to make a con'1uest ofCa

nada and Nova Scotia. Indeed? Then, sir, we shall catch 

.a tartar. I confess, however, I have no desire to see tile 

senators and the representatives of the Canadian French, 

or of the tories and refugees of Nova Scotia, sitting on this 

floor, or that of the other house-to see them becoming 

members of the union, and participating equally in our po

litical rights. And on what other principle would the gen. 
tleman from Massachusetts be for incorporating' those pro

Yinces with us? Or ~n what other principle could it be done 
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under the constitution? If the gentleman has no otber 
bounty to offer us for going to war, than the incorporation 
of Canada and Nova Scotia with the United States, i am 

for remaining at peace. 
H'Iltlt is the que,i/ion in dispute? The can:ying-trade. 

1f?ILlt part qf it? Tlze}n'r, the !lOnest, and the list/ill trade 
that is engaged in ca l'Jying ou]" O;:Ol product/oils to./O)"(,I::;/I. 

markets, and lm'np:lllg back thez'r prodllciions in e.7:dzange? 

.iYa, sir; it is that can:ying trade ~~'hz"ch co .... as {'i!l'iJlY'S pro

perty, and can'ies the cCllfee, the sugar, and otlIer TVest
I1uha p'roc/ucts, to the mother couJ/!J:~" No, !--ir; if this 
lI'eat arrricultural nation is to be governed Lv Salem and 
b h ..-

Boston, New-Y ark and Phibdelphia, and Baltimore and 
Norfolk and Charleston, let gentlemen come out and say 

so; and let a committee of public safety be appointed from 
those towns to carryon the government. I, for one, will 
not mortgage my property and my liberty to carryon this 
trade. The nation said so seven years ago; I said so then, 
and I say so now. It is not for the honest ca1'Tyillg~trade 

if America, but for this mushroom, tllis jimgus qf war, 

for a trade U'/zz'cli, as soon as tIle nations of Europe are at 

peace, will no longer exist j it is for this tlwt the sp£rit qf ava

'riciozls trqtJic would plunge us into .. cal'. 
I am forcibly struck on this occasion by the recollection 

of a remark made by one of the ablest, if not honestest, 
miIlisters that England ever produced. I mean Sir Robert 
Walpole, \\'ho said that the country gentlemen, poor meek 
souls! came up every year to be sheared; that they laid 
mute and patient whilst their fleeces were taking off; but 

that ji he touched a singIe bristle of the commercial interest, 
the ,,·hole stye was in an uproar. It was indeed shearing 
the hog-" great <:rr, and little woo]." 

But we are asked, are we willing to bend the neck to 
England; to submit to her outrages? No, sir; I answer'
thiit it wi1l be time enough for us to tell gentlemen what we 
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l'I'ill do to vindil:ate the vlolatiun of our flacr on the occ;;;.r., 
. , 0 

when they shall have told us what tlley have done, in re-

.sentment of the violation of the actual territory of th~ Uni

ted Statas by Spain, the true territory of the United Stat€s, 

not your new-fangled country over the :\lis.>issippi, but the 
good old United States-part of Georgia, of the oJd 
thirteen states, ,\'here citiL:ens have been taken, not from. 

our ships, but from our actual territory. When gentlemeu 
have taken the padlock from our mouths, I shall be ready 
to tell them what I will do relative to our dis1nte with Bri
tain, on the law of nations, on contraband, ... lld such stutf, 

I have another objection to this course of proceeding.

Great-Britain, when she sees it, ",ill say the AUlt:rican 

people have great cause of dis~dtisfaction with Spain. She 
will see by the documents furnished Ly the President, that 

Spain has outraged our territory ,pil'ated upon 0111' C011lIJit:/'U, 

llnd im]JI'l~'olZed aliI' citizens; and she \\'ill enquire what we 

have Jone? It is true, she will receive no answer; but S}l~ 

nlll"t know wbat we have not done. She \vill see thJ.t we 

han.: not repelled these outrages, nor made any additiou to 

our ;.lrlllY and l1<lVY, nor eyeu classed the militia. 1\:u, sir; 

110t one of our militia generals in politics has marshalled 

a single brigade. 
Althouo'h I have said it would be tim\:' ellllll"h to answer 

b " 

the question, which gentlemen han: put to lIlt, whell they 

~hall have answered mille; yet, as I do not like long proro

gations, I will give them an answer now. I willnt!ver COll

sent to go to war for that which I cannot protect. I deem 

it no sacrifice of dignity to say to the Lt'viathan of the deep, 

we are unJ.ble to conttnd with you in your own element, 

but if you come within our actual limits, we will shed Ollr 

Ip,st drop of blood in thl;!ir defence. In such an event, I 
would fecI, not reason; and obey an impulse which never 

~as-which never call deceive me. -

Frallce is ~t 'war with :England: suppose her POWCI' 00 
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th(' contin~nt of Eml"'p(" IF} ryj"f;;lt,"r t11an It i:; on the ocean. 
;-. 

How would :-;11'"' make her enemy feel it ' There would be rt 

perfect Jloll~cond uctor bet ween them. So with the United 

States and England; size sca1"ce~! prt,~od5 to us a vulnera. 
ble point. lie!" COJmJler((' l~ c(in'zed (l1l,.!;J)' the most part, in 

.fleets j ,that! in single s/llIJS, t1z~y are .stout and well armed; 

very different from the state of her trad8 during the Ameri

can war, when her merchantmen b~came the prey of paltry 

prinlteers. Great-Britain 11as been too long at war witIl 

the three most pO"'erfnl maritime natiolis of Europe, not to 

llavc learnt howto protcct her trade. She can afford convoy 

to it all; she has eight hundred ~hips in commission: the 

nayics of her eneilJies are annihilated. Thus, this war has 

pre c ,' 'iltC'd the new and curiolls political spectacle of a regu

lar annllal illcrC;l~(, (and tf) an immense amount) of her im

port~ ano exports, and tonllat;(~ and rc\"cnm', and all the 

insignia of a~~cumtllating '~'caJthJ ";hi1,t in c\ cry former 

war, "'ithout exception, these haye suffered a greater or 

k~s diminution. And ,\'hcrefore~ Because she has drin:'U 

Frant:oC', ~pain and Holland, from tIle' ocean. Their marine 

J~ nn mort'. I n:rily hl'lj,:n~ that ten Eng']ish ships of the 

line would not dec]inp ;l meetillg "ith the combined fleet::> of 

t110..;e nations. I.li'J'(~;".'I)'l1 the ~t'iille)Jzan Jj'om J/assac/zu
,~etl,\', tlnd his constituents rif Salem, that all their golden 

hopc:s {I)'(' .... :aill. 1 foreu'a1'11 them ~( the crpOSll1'C 0/ tlteir 

trade b~!/(l/lfl tiJ, Capt' (/ Good-Hope (UJ'llO";";" doubling z"t) 
to ('(I1JtuJ'1' ([I/(l cO;~;i~Ci1ilil)l.; '?f theil' unprotected sea-port 
(07.0/$, (',lpli~'('d to COJlt)'z'butlim OJ' bombm·d11lent. Are "'e 

to be legislated into a war b.,' a set of men, who in six "'ecks 

after its commencement may be compelled to take refuge 
\\'itll us in thc coulltr" ( 

And fur what? a llleri~ fungus-a mushroom produc

tion of war in Lurope, ,,·hich will di::.appear with the first 

return of peace-an unfair truce. For £s there a man so 

credulous as to behel.'e that ':i'e possess a capital, not 01ll,y 
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evual to o:dzat ?nay be called aliI' o':£'n propa traJ,.', ll.'lt 

large enough also to transmit to tlte respectz'vt: parent 

states, the vast and wealt/~y prodtlcts qf the F,'cnch, Span

islt, and Dutch colonies? 'Tis bc.yonJ tlte beliif f!( al~y 1'a
tional beillg. But this is lIOt my ollIy ol).i~ctioll to entering 

upon this naval \\ arfare. I ail1 averse to a naval war with 

anv nation what:_'v,-,r, I was opposed to the naval war of 

the last adlllilli:ctratiun. and I am as ready to oppose ana

yal war of the pr~'~~llt administrativll. should tIle:: meditate 

such a mea'mre, ,nlut! shall this great m~mmoth of the 

American furest leaye his nati n~ ekment, and plunge into 

the water in a mad contest with the shark? Let him be

ware that his proboscis is not bitten ofT in the t.:ngagemL:!nt. 

Let him .;tay on shore, and nol be excited by the muscles 

and perriwillkl<.:s on til(' strand, or political bC<lr", in a boat 

to venture on the }l,'rils of the deep. G~ntlemen say, will 

you nut protect your yiobtt'd rights? and I :-;a~', \\'hy t<lkc to 

water, where you can neither fight nor swim? Look at 

France; see her vessels stealing from port to port, on her 

own c1,ast; and remember that she is tlle first military 

power of the earth, and as a na..-a! people, ~~C:)!IJ only to 

EngL; no. Tuft,; (liA'CI.!! tlte British l/(l~'!h and FONCe to. 

}/,V1TOZ,) £s tILe ~ljrallt if tile 17(cd!1. 

This brings me to the secoud point. lIo~'ftlr 1-, it poli
tic z"n tILe FiI;t~d States to thl'o:i! tkil' ';1.'t'I~/lt info the 
scale q/ Frm,ce at this ULOJ1lent?-jl'oJn ';1. '//(1 te • .' 0' 1lloti'oe 

to aid tlte 'i.z>:o:'s qf her gigllntz'/,' ambz'tioll-to make he1' 
1111~·tress if the sea alld land-to Jeopardise tlte hberties 

a/mankind. S/,', YOll may Itelp to crush Grellt·Bl'l·taiJl
.IjOll may assist ill breaking do~tn Iza ll(l';.'al dOmllllVll, but 
YOlt call1lot succeed to it. Tlte 'iron sceptre 0/ tILe VCl'tln 
will pass into IllS lLands 'lilflO ~((,(II'S the iron crO-:Ol of tltt! 
lund. rOll, may tlU'll aped a new code qf maritime law. 
lV/w'e will YOlt look for redress? I can tell the gentle

lJlan from Massachusetts, that there is nothing in hi:> Rule 
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df Ttree that wiiI save m, even although he should out-do 
himself, and exceed the financial ingenuity which he so me
morably di:.rlayed on a. recent occasion. No, sir; let 
the battle of Actium be once fought, and the whole line of 
~f':l-coast ,,'ill be at the mercy of the conqueror. The At
lantic, J~ep and wide as it is, ,,-ill prove just as good a. bar
rier ag'ainst his ambition, if directed against you, as the 
:Mediterranean to the power of the Cresars. Do I mean, 
when I say so, to crouch to the invader? No, I will meet 
him at the \\'ater's e,hc, ,end fio'c.t eycry inch of ground 

D 0 ~ 

from thence to the mountains, h·om the mountains to the 

I\lis~,i".:;ippi, But after tamely submitting to an outrage on 
your domicile, ",ill you bully and look biS; at an insult on 
vo~;r fbo- three thousand miles off? 
~ ~ 

Rut, :.ir, I h;1Y~ yet a more cogent reason against going 
to war for the honour of the flag in the narrow seas, or any 
other maritime punctilio. It springs from my attachment 
to the principles of the government under which I live. 
I declare, ill tbe face of day, that this government was not 
instituted for the purposes of offensive war. No; it was 
framed, to use its own language, for the common dt;fence 
and the general welfare, which are inconsistent with offen-
51\"e war. I call that offensive war, which goes out of our 
jurisdiction and limits, for the attainment or protection of 
objects. not within tho;;e limits, and that jurisdiction. As, 
in 1 i98, I ",as opposed to this species of warfare, because 
I believed it would raze the constitution to the very foun-. 
dati"lJ1; so, in 1806, am I opposed to it, alld on the same 
grounds. No sooner do you put the constitution to thi:; 
use-to a test which it is by no means calculated to endure, 

than its incompetency to such purposes becomes manifest 
and apparent to all. I fear, if you go into a foreign war for 
a circuitous unfair carrying-trade, you will come out with
out your constitution. Have you not contractors enough 

in this house? Or do you want to be overrUll and devour .. 
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ed by commissaries, and all the vermin of contract? I 
fear, sir, that what are called the energy -men will rise up 
again-men who will burn the parchmcnt. 'Ve shall be 
told that our government is too free; or, as they would 
say, weak and inefficient. Much virtue, sir, in terms. 
That we mU:ot give the Pre;;ident power to call forth the 
resources of the nation; that is, to filch the last shilling 
from our pockets-to drain the last drop of blood from 
our veins. I am again~t giving this power to any man, be 
he who he may. The American people must either with
hold this pO"icr, or resign their liberties. There is no other 

. alternative. Nothing but the most imperious necessity 
will justify such a grant. And is there a powerful enemy 
at our doors? You may begin with a first consul; from 
that chrysalis state he soon becomes an emperor. You 
have your choice. It depends upon your election, whether 
you will be a free, happy, and united people at home, or 
the light of your executive majesty shall beam across the 

Atlantic, in one general blaze of the public liberty. 
For my part, I never will go to war but in self-defence. 

I have no desire for conquests-no ambition to possess No
va Scotia-I hold the liberties of this people at a higher rate. 
Much more am I indisposed to war, when among the first 
~eans for carrying it on, I see gentlemen propose the con
fiscation of debts due by government to individuals. Does 
a. bona }ide creditor lmow ,,,ho holds his paper? Dare any 
honest man ask himself the question? 'Tis hard to say whe
ther such principles are more detestably dishonest, than they 
are weak and foolish. \Vhat, sir, will you go about with 
proposals for opening a loan in one hand, and a sponge for 
the national debt in the other? If, on a late occasion, you 

. .could not borrow at a less rate of interest than eight per cent. 
when the government avowed that they would pay to the last 
shilling of the public ability, at what price do you expect to 
raise monev with an ayowal of these nefarious opinions?-

• 
B 



( 10 ) 

Goel help you! if the<;c are yeur ways and means for carry
inn- on war-if your finances are in the hands of such a chan-

t:> • 

cellor of the exchequer. Because a man can take an obser-
vation, and keep a log-book and a reckoning; can navigate 
a cock-boat to the West Indies, or the East; shall he aspire 
to navigate the great vessel of state-to stand at the helm of 
pub lic councils? .1\' e sutor ultrtll.Tepida71l. '''hat are you go
ing to war for) For the carrying trade. Already you pos

sess seven-eighths of it. '''hat is the object in dispute? The 
fair, honest trade, that exchanges the produce of our soil 
for foreign articles for home consumption? Not at all. 

You are called upon to saa{/ifl! this necessary b]'anclz if 
your navigation, and the gn!at agricultural interest, 1i.'hose 
hlmdmaid it ig, to jeopal'dize your best interests, fOJ' a cir
cuitous commace,fo" thefl'audulent protection ql belligerent 

jn'ope1'ty under your neut1'(]l flag. Trill YOll be goaded by 
the d)'eaming calculations of insatiate ar'a'rice, to stake your 
allfor the protection of tlzis trade? I do not speak of the proba
ble effects of war on the price of our produce; severely as we 
must feel, ,'\"e may scuffle through it. I speak of its reaction 
on the constitution, You may go to war for this excrescence 
of the carrying-trade-and make pC:lce at the expense of the 
cOllstitntion. Your cxccuti'Ve will lord it over you, and you 
mnst make the best tel'ms with the conqueror that you can. 
Bnt the gentleman from Pennsy lvania (Mr. Gregg) tells ~'ou, 
that he is for _actin~ in this, as -in all things, uninfluenced by 
the opinion of any foreign minister ,,,hate,rer-foreign, or, I 
presume, domestic. On this head I am willing to meet the 
gentleman, am unwilling to be dictated to by any minister 
at home or abroad. Is he ,villing to act on the same indepen~ 
dent footing? I have before protested, and I again protest, 
against secret, irresponsible, overruling influence. The 
first question I asked when I saw the gentleman's resolution 
'vas, "Is this a measure of the cabinet?" Not an open de
dared cabinet, but an invisible, 1 nscrutable, unconstitutiona.l 
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cabinet-without responsibility, unknown to the constitu
tion. I speak of back-stair;; influence, of men who bring 
messages to this house, which, although they do not appear
on the journals, govern its decisions. Sir, the first question 
that I asked on the suLject of British relations was, what was 
the opinion of the cabinet? What meaSUl'es will they recom. 
mend to Congress? (well knowing that whatever measures 
we might take, they must execute them, and therefore that 
we should have their opinion on the subject.)-My answer 
was (and from a cabinet minister too), "There is no longer 
any cabinet.'" Subsequent circumstances, sir, have gi,'en 
me a personal knowledge of the fact. It needs no commen
tary. 

But the gentleman has told you that we ought to go to 
war, if for nothing else, for the fur trade. Now, sir, the 
peopl~ on whose support he seems to calculate follow, let 
me tell him, a better business; and let me add, that ,,,hilst 
men are happy at home reaping their own fields, the fruits 
of their labor and industry, there is little danger of their be ... 
ing ind uced to go sixteen or seventeen hundred miles in pur
suit of beavers, racoons or opossums-much less of go
ing-towar for the privilege. Theyare better employed where 
they are. This trade, sir, may be important to Britain, to 
nations who have exhausted every resource of industry at 
home-bowed down by taxation and ,,'retchcdness. Let 
them, in God's name, if the.v please, follow the fur trade. 
They may, for me, c;ltch every beaver in North America. 
Yes, sir, our people have a better occupation-a safe, pro
fitable, honorable employment. Whilst they should be en
gaged in distant regions ill hunting the beaver, they dread, 
lest those ",hose natural prey they are, should begin to hunt 
them-$hould pillage their property, and assassinate their 
constitution. Instead of these wild schemes, payoff your 
public debt, instead of prating about its confiscation. Do 
PQtl I beseech y0\.11 expose at on~e your knavery and your 
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folly. You han' more bnds than you know ",hat to do 'rith 

-you have lately paid fifteen milliolls for yet more. Go 

and work them-and cease to alarm the people, with the 
cry of wolf, un61 they beconH! deaf to your voice, or at 

least laug-h at ~·ou. 
Mr. Chairman, if I felt less regard for what I deem the 

best interests of this nation than for my own reputation, I 

should nr:t, on this day, have offered to address you; but 
would have waited to come out, bedecked ,,·ith fio,Yers and 

bouquets of rhctorick, in a set speech. But, sir, I dread 
lest a tone might be ~iven to the mind of the committee

they will pardon mc, but I did fC,li from all that I could see, 

or hear, that thl'~' might be prejudiced hy its advocates (un

der pretence of protecting our commerce) in favor of this 

ridicnlom and preposterous project-I rose, sl'r,for one, to 
plead guilty-to dfc1are in theface of da,y that I il,illllot go 
to warfor this cal'rying-tl'ade. I will agree to pass for an 
1.·deot, if th~ is not the public sentiment; and!Jollwill.find it 
to YOU)' cost, begin the <i.'a}' WIlt'll, you il'il!. 

Gentlemen talk of 1 '79.;' Tiley might as well go back to 

the Tr~jan war. 'Vhat was your situation then? Then every 

heart beat hi~h "'ith sympathy for France-for 'republican 
France! I am not prepared to say, with my friend from 
Pennsylvania, that wc werc all ready to draw our swords in 

her cause, but I affirm that we "'ere prepared to have gone 

great lengths. I am not ashamed to pay this compliment to 

the hearts of the American people, enm at the expense of 

their understandings. It was a noble and generous senti

ment, which natiol15 , like indiyiduais, arc never the worse for 

having fclt. They Wl'tC', I repeat it, ready to mal{c great 

sacrifices for France. ~\nd "'hy read:;? because she ,,-as 

fighting the battles of thc human race a(rainst the combined 
t"> 

enemies of their liherty-because slle 'Was pelformil1g tIle 
part Whl'c/t GJ'cat Bn'tain Jl,JU', z"nfad, S1l3tal~ns-fo1'ming 
tlte only bulu','ark against 11lli-.:ersal dominion.-I{llock flu"a.lJ 
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Iter na'O!}, and wl,ere are :you? Under the na'ml {lespotism qf 
France, unchecked, unqualified hy any antagonizing milita
ry power-at best but a change of masters, The tyrant of 
the ocean, and the tyrant of the land, is one and the same; 
lord of all, alld who shall say him nay, or wherefore doest 
thou this thing? Give to the tiger the properties of the 
shark, and there is no longer safety for the beasts of the 
forests, or the fishes of the sea. \Vhere was this high anti
Britannic spirit of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, when 
bis vote would have put an end to the British treaty, that 
pestilent source of evil to this country? and at a time, too, 
when it was not less the interest than the sentiment of this 
people to pull down Great Britaill and exalt France. Then, 
when the gentleman might have acted with effect, he could 
not screw his courage to the sticking-place. Then, England 
was combined in what has proved a feeble, inefficient coali
tion, but which gave just cause of alarm to every friend of 
freedom. Now, the l£berties of the human race are threaten
ed hy tl single power, more formidable than tI,e coalesced 
'World, to u)hose utmost ambition, vast as 'it is, the navalforce 
if Great Bl'itainforms the only obstacle, 

I am perfectly sensible and ashamed 0:' the trespass I am 
making on the patience of the committee; but as I know not 
whether it will be in my power to trouble them again on this 
subject, I must beg leave to continue my crude and desul
tory observatiol1s. I am not ashamed to confess that they 

are so. 
At the commencement of this session we received a print

ed message from the President of the United States, breath. 
ing a great deal of national honour and indication of the out
rages we had endured, particularly from Spain. She was 
-specially named and pointed at. She had pirated upon your 
commerce, imprisoned your citizens, violated your actual 
territory, invaded the very limits solemnly established be
*wcen the two nations, by the treaty of San Lorenzo. Some 
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of the state legi:olatares (among others the very state oil 
which dle gentleman from Pennsylvania relies for support) 
sent forward resolutions pledging their lives, their fortunes, 
and their sacred honour, in support of any measures you 

might take in vindication of your injured rights. Well, 
sir, what have you done? You have had resolutions laid 

upon your table-gone to some expense of printing and 
$tationary-mere pen, ink, and paper, and that's all. Like 

true political quac.ks, you deal only in handbills and nos
trums. Sir, I blush to see the record of our proceedings; 
they resemble nothing but the advertisements of patent me.. 
dicines. Here you have " the W onn Destroying Lozen. 
ges," there, 'Church's Cough Drops,"-and, to crown the 
whole, " Sloan's Vegetable Specific," an infallible remedy 
for all nervous disorders and vertigoes of brain-sick politi
cians; each man carne;,;tlyadjuring you togivehismedicine 
only a fair trial. If, indeed, these wonder-working no~ 

trums could perform but one half of what they promise, 
there is little danger of our dying a political death, at this 
time at least. But, sir, in politics as in physic, the doctor 
is of times the most dangerous disease-and this I take 
to be our case at present. 

But, sir, ""by do you talk of Spain ? There are no longer 
Pyrenees. There exists no such nation-.no such being 
as a Spanish king, or minister. It is a mere juggle play
ed off for the benefit of those who put the mechanism into 
motion. Yon kno",", sir, tlillt yon hayc no differences with 

Spain-that she is the passi ve tool of a superior power, to 

whom, at this moment, YOU are crouchin<T. Are your . 0 

differences indeed with .spain? And where are you going 
to send your politica.l panacea (resolutions and handbills 
excepted), your sole arcanum of government-your king 

cllre-aU :-To Madr~d? No-you are not such quacks as 

not to know \\'h~re the shoe pinches-to Paris.-You 
know at kast where the disease lies, and there apply your 

rcmcd~". 'Vhen the nation anxiously demands the result 
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of your deliberations, you hang your heads, and blush to 
tell. Tou are afraid to tell. Your mouth is hermetically 
sealed. Your honour has received a. wound which must 
not take air. Gentlemen dare not come forward and avow 
their work, much less defend it in the presence of the na

tion. Give them all they ask, that Spain exists, and what 
then? ",lfter shrinking fron" tile Spanish }ackall,do !JOI$ 

presume to bully the British li~z? But here it comes out~ 
Britain is your rival in trade, and governed, as you are, 
by counting-house politicians: you wouJd sacrifice the 
paramount interests of your country, to wound that rival. 
For Spain and France you are carriers--and from cus

tomers every indignity is to be endured. And wltal, is (lle 

nature of this trade? Is it that £'al~1ying-trade wllicksellds 
abroad tlu: flour, tobacco, cotton, beif, pork, fisl", and lum
her of tIns country, and brings back in retu.rnforeign arti
cles necessary/or ow' existence or cOllifort? No, sir, 'tis 
a trade carried Oil, the Lord knows where or by whom:
now doubling Cape Horn, now the Cape of GooJ Hope. :1 

. do not say that there is no profit in it-for it would not 
then be pursued-but 'tis a trade that tends to assimilate 
our manners and government to those of the most cor
rupt countries of Europe. Yes, sir; and when a question 
of great national magnitude presents itself to you, causes 
those who now prate about national honour and spirit, to 
pocket any insult-to consider it as a mere matter of 
debt and credit, a business of profit and loss-and nothing 

else. 
The first thing that struck my mind when this resolu

tion was laid on the table was, unde derivatur? a ques
tion always put to us at school-whence comes it 1 Is 
this only the putative father of the bantling he is taxed 
to maintain, or indeed the actual parent, the real proge
nitor of the child? or is it the production of the cabi. 
net? aut I knew you had no cabinet; no system. I had 
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seen dispatches, relating to vital measures, Jaid before 
you, the day after your final deci~ion on those measures, 
four weeks after they were received; not only their con
tents, but their yery existence, all that time, unsuspected 
and unknown to men, whom the people fondly believe, 
assist, with their wisdom and experience, at every impor
tant deliberation. Do you believe that this system, or ra
ther, this no system, will do? I am free to answer it will 
not. It cannot last. I am not so afraid of the fair, open, con
stitutional, responsible influence of government; but I 
shrink intuitively from this left-handed, invisible, irre
sponsible influence, which defies the touch, but pervades 
and decides every thing. Let the executive come for. 
ward to the legislature; let us see whilst we feel it. If we 
cannot rely on its wisdom, is it any disparagement to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to say that I cannot rely 
upon him? K 0, sir, he has mistaken his talent. He is not 
the Palinurus on whose skill the nation, at this trying mo
ment, can repose their confidence. J will have nothing to 
do with his paper; much less will I indorse it, and make 
myself respon~ible for its goodness. I "ill not put my 
11 arne to it. I assert, that there is no cabinet, no system, 
no plan. That which I believe in one place, I shall never 
hesitate to say in another. This is no time, no place for 
mincing our steps. The people have a right to know; 
they shall know the state of their affairs-at least, as far 
as I am at liberty to communicate them. I speak from 
personal knowledge. Ten days ago, there had been no 
consultation; there existed no opinion in your executive 
department; at least, none that was avowed. On the 
contrary, there was an express disavowal of any opinion 
whatsoever, on the great subject before you: and I have 
good reason for saving, that none has been formed since. 
Some time ago a book ''"as laid on our tables, which, like 
some other bantlings, did not bear the name of its father. 
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Here I was taught to expect a solution of all doubts; an 

end to all our difficulties. If, sir, I were the foe, as I trust 

I am the friend, to this nation, I would exclaim, " Oh! 

" that ~ine enemy would write a book." At the very 
outset, in the very first page, I believe, there is a complete 

;lbandonment of the princ.iple in dispute. Has any gentle

man got the work? (It 'was handed by one of the members.) 

The first position taken, is the broad principle of the un

limited freedom of trade, between nations at peace, v .. hich 

the writer endeavours to extend to the trade between a 

neutral and a belligerent power; accompanied, however , 
by this acknowledgment: "But, inasmuch as the trade 

of a neutral with a belligerent nation might, in certain spe

ciAl cases, ~ct the seifety cf its antagonist, usage, j;ulIJnl 

~!I the principle of NECESSITY, has admitted a few excep

tions to the general rule." \Vhence comes the doctrine of 

contrab:md, blockade, and enemy's property? 1'\ow, sir, 

for what does that celebrated pamphlet, " \Var in Dis

guise," which is said to have been written under the eye 

of the British prime minister, contend, but this " prin

ciple of necessity." And this is ab:mJoneJ by th;~ 

pamphleteer, at the very threshold of the discussion. rut 

as if this were not enough, he goes en to as~ign as a rea
son for not referring to the authority of the ancients, that 

" the great change which has taken place in the state of 
manners, in the maxims of war, and ill de L'ourse oj" CCll1-

'1l1fn'e, make it pretty certain"-(what degree of certainty 

is this?) " that either nothing will be found relating to tin:" 

question, or nothing .udficiently apt1iL'able to deserve attm

lion ill deciding it." Here, sir, is an apology of the writer 

for not disclosing the who1e extent of his learning (which 

mirrht have overwhelmed the rude), in the admission, that 
b 

a change of circumstances (" in the course of commerce") 

h'!-s made, and, therefore, will now justify, a total change 

of the law of nations. V,'hat more cCJulJ the most irn,:::.~-. 
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rate advocate of English usurpJtion demand? What else 

can they re'lllire to establish all, and even more than they 
contend for? Sir, there is a class of men (we know them 

.,-ery well), who, if you only permit them to lay the founda

tion, will build you up, step by step, and brick by brick, 
., i>ry lH'at and shew)" if not tenable arguments. To detect 

them, 'tis only necessary to watch their premises, where 
~ .. ou will oft('n find the point at issue totally surrendered, 
:l'i in this case it is- Again: is the mare liberum any where 

asserteJ in thi" book-that free ships make fl'ee goods?

No, sir; the right of search is acknowledged; that ene

my's property is lawful prize, is sealed, and delivered. 

And after abandoning these principles, what becomes of 

the doctrirv', that a mere shifting of the goods from one 
!Jhip to another, the touching at another port, changes the 

property? Sir, giyc up this principle, and there is an end 

to the question. You lie at the mercy of the conSCIence 
of a LOurt of admiralty. Is Spanish Jugar, or Frmch 
cofft'e, made American pr~perty by the men change of 
tl'e cargo, or e'iHn hy the landing and po)'mmt of the du-.. 

ties? Does tl'is operatjell $"t'ct a change of property? 

A nd 'when those duties moe drawn back, and the sugar; 

alld c?!fee 1'e-e., porft'd, are they mt, as enemy's property, 

liab!e to seizure, upon the principles of the " examination 
of the British doctrine," &c. And is there nit the hest 

reason to believe, that this operation is performed in many, 

if 1Iot in most, cases, to give a tlel/tra! aspect and colour to the 

merchandize ? 

I ;im prepared, sir, to be represented as willing to sur

render important rights of this nation to a foreign go

,ernment. I have been told that this sentiment is already 
whi'ipered in -the dark, by time-servers and sycophants; 

but if your clerk dared to print them, I would appeal to 
your journals 1_- I would call for the reading of them; 

but thAt J l:now tl:oy are not for profane eyes to look upon. 
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I confess that I am more ready to surrenuer to a naval 
power a sfluare league of ocean, than to a territorial one 

a square inch of land, within our limits; and I ~m ready 
to meet the friends of the resolution, on this ground, at 
any time. Let them take off the injunction of secresy.
They dare not.-They are ashamed and afraid to do it. 
They may give winks and nods, and pretend to be wise, 
but they dare not come out, and tell the nation what they 

have done. Gentlemen may take notes, if they please; 
but I will never, from any motives short of self-defence, 
enter upon war. I will never be in:,trumental to the ambi. 
tious schemes of Bonaparte; nor put into his hands what will 

enable him to wield the world; and on the very principle 
that I wished success to the French arms, in l';~J. And 

wherefore? Because the case is changed. Great-Britain 
can never again see the year 17 GO. Her continental inft.u

ence is gone for ever. Let who will be uppermost on the 
continent of Europe, she must find more than a counter

poise for her strength. Her race is run. She can only be 

formidable as a maritime power: and even as such, per

haps, not long. Are YOll going to justify the acts of the 

last administration, for which they have been deprived of 

th~ government, at our instance? .Are you going back to the 

ground of 1798-9? 
I ask of any man who now auvocates a rupture with Eng

land, to assign a single reason for his opinion, that would 
not ha\-e justified a FrL'mh war in 1798. If injury and 

insult abroad would h;l\'e justified it, we had them in ~~un
dance then. But Wh;lt did the republi~ans say at that day? 

That, under the cover of a war with France, the execu

tive would be armed with a patronage and power which 

might enable it to master our liberties. They deprecated 

foreign war and navies, and standing armies, and loan~t 

and taxes. The delirium passed away ;-the good sense 

Qf the people triumphed ;-anJ our differences were ac· 
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(r)rlimoJ2.ie..l with01:t a ",-2.T. And what is therein the si

tuation of England that imrites to war with her? 'Tis 

true she doe.') not deal so largely in perfectibility, but she 

supplies you with a much more useful commodity-with 

coarse woollens. With less pn,fessions indeed, she oc

cupies the place of France in 1793. She is the sole bul. 

wark of the hum:m race against universal dominioa-No 

thanks to her for it. In protecting her o\vn existence, 

she imme, theirs. I care 110t who stands in this situa

tion, ,,'hether Enfb.:-:d or Bonaparte-I practise the doc

trines no',,-, that I profe:,sed in 17~i~. Gentlemen may 

LUflt up ti-le jour:-,als if they please-I voted against all 

such projEcts unGer the aJmini;;tration of John Ad:llns, 

ard I wiil continlC to do so under that nf Thomas Je~Ti:T-

: .... r:: y,,)u !y~ c)C1tented with bein('\" free and happy 
• 0_ 

at ~lome? 0:- ydl yeti sur;-p;;der these blessings, that your 

merchants may tread on Tur,~;sh and Persian carpets, and 

b11l'~' the perfun1C:s of the e:1~t in their v:lUlted rooms. 

C ".-,C~-::l.l~ ; say, 'tis hut aa annual million lost, and even 

if it ,,-ere (.ve time') that amount, what is it compared with 

your neutral rights;~Sir, let me tell them a hundred mil .. 

lions will be but a arop in the bucket, if once they launch 

without rudder or wmpass, into this ocean of foreign war

fare. \Vhom do tleey want to attack~England. They 

hope it is a popular thing-:md talk about Bunker's Hill, 
and the gallant feats of our revolution. But is Bunker's Hill 

to be the theatre of war? l'To, ~ir, you haw selected the 

ocea;,-:Lld the ,,;,','ct of attack is that very navy which 

preyc:lted the n:m:bined flees of France and Spain from 

lc\) irg contribution upon you in your own seas-that very 

l1r"y which) in the famous war of 1 798, stood between you 

,UL1 danger. 

T~\'I,ilst the fleets of the enemy were pent up in Toulon, or 

piniOl!'C>,j in Brest, we performed wonders, to be sure; but, 

sir, if England had drawn off, France would have told you 

quite a different tale. You would have struck no medals. 
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This is not the sort of conflict that you are to count upon, if 
you go to war with Great-Britain. !bum Deus <vult pet"dere 

priu! demet1tat. And are you mad enouL~h to take up the 

cudgels that have been struck from the nerveless hands of the 

three great maritime powers of Europe? Shall the planter 

mortgage his little crop, and jeopardise the constitution, i:l 

support of commercial monopoly? in the vain hope of 5:ltis

fying the insatiable greediness of trade? Alhj:nisLT the con

stitution upon principles for the general welfare, and not 

for the benefit of any particular dJ';S of men. Do you medi

tate war for the possession of Baton-Rouge, or Mobile, 

places which your own laws declare to be within your limits? 

Is it even for the fair trade that exchanges your ~t:rplllS 1,)"0-

ducts, for such foreign articles as you require? 1'\0, sir, 

'tis for a circuitous traffic-an ignis fatuus. And agaimt 

whom? A nation from whom you ha\'c :my thing to fear? I 

speak as to our liberties. No, sir, with a nation from whom 

you have nothing, or next to nothing, to fear-to the ag

grandizement of one against which you ha\e every thing to 

dread. I look to their ability and interest-not to their d :~

position. When you rely on that, the Clse is deSpel"ate. 

Is it to be inferred fr0111 all thi;, that I wouIll yiclll to Great

Britain? No; I would act towards her 110IL', as I was disposed 

to do towards France in 1793-~I-treat with her; and for 

the same reason, on the s~me principles. Do I S.lY treat 

with her? At tl.is moment you h.1\(' a negociation pending 

with her government. With her YOll :1:: Yt: not tried net' oci

ation and fdiled, totally failed, as y"1j ll:lve done with Spain, 

or rather France. And wherefore, under such circumstances, 

thi.; hostile spirit to the one, and t1lii (1 won't say what), 

to the other. 
But a great deal is said about the b·ss of nations. What 

is national law, but natio{lal PO\\(;' glli'lcd by national inter

est? You yourselves acknowledge and prJ.ctise upon this 

principle where YOll can, or where you dare; with the In

di~n tribes, for instance. I might give another anJ more for-



( 22 ) 

cible illustration. 'Vill the learned lumber of your libraries 

add a ship to your flcet, or a shilling to your reyenue? "Till 
it payor maintain a single soldier? And will you preach 

and prate of violations of your neutral rights, when you 

tamely and mcanly submit to the violation of your territory? 

'Vill you collar the stealer of your sheep, and let him escape 

that has invaded the repose of your fire side; has insulted 

your wife and children under your own roof? This is the 

heroism of truck and traffic-the public spirit of sordid ava

rice. Great-Britain violates your flag on the high seas. 
WHAT IS HER SITUATIO~? CO~TENDING, NOT FOR THE 

DISl\IANTLING OF DU:-;r;ORK, FOR QUEBEC, OR PONDICHERRY, 

BUT FOR LONDON AND WESTMI""STER-FOR LIFE. HER 

ENEMY VIOLATING, liT WILL, THE TERRITORIES OF OTHER 

NAT.10NS-·AC~_'IRI>iG THEREBY A COLOSSAL POWER, THAT 

THREATE~';S THE VERT [XISTENCE OF HER RIVAL. BUT 

sHE HAS ONE VULNERABLE POINT TO THE ARMS OF HER 

ADVERSARY, WHICH SHE COVERS WITH THE ENSIGNS OF NElT

TRALlTY. SHE DRAWS THE NEUTRAL FLAG OVER THE 

HEEL OF ACHILLES. AND CAN YOU ASK THAT ADVERSARY 

TO RESPECT IT AT THE EXPENSE OF HER EXI3TENCE ?-AND 

1:, FAYOCR OF WHO:\1 ?-AN ENf7\IY THAT RESPECTS NO 

~EUTRAL TERRITORY OF EUROPf_, ANI> NOT n"EN YOUR OWN. 

I repeat that the insults of Spain towards this nation have 

been at the instigation of France : That there is no longer any 

Spain. vYell, sir, becall,e the French government do not put 

this into the Monitcur, you choose to shut your eyes to it. 
None so blind as those who will not see. You shut your 

own eyes, and to blind those of other people, you go into 

conclave, and slink out again and say-" a great affair of 

state! "-C' es tune grQnde affaire d'Etat !-" It seems that your 

sensibility is entirely confined to the extremities. You may 

be pulled by the nose and ears, and never feel it; but let your 

strong box be attacked, and you are all nerve-" Let us go 

to war!" Sir, if they called upon me only for my little pecu
lium to carry it on, perhaps I might give it: but my rights 
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and liberties are involved in the grant, and I will never sur. 

render them whilst I have life. The gentleman from l\'1assa

chusetts (Mr: Crowninshield,) is for sponging the debt. I 
'Can never consent to it. I will never bring the ways and 

means of fraudulent bankruptcy into your committee of sup

ply. Confiscation and swindling shall never be found among 
my estimates, to meet the current expenditure of peace or 

war. No, sir. I have said with the doors closed, and I say 
so when they are open, "pay the public debt." Get rid of 

that dead weight upon your government, that cramp upon all 

your measures, and then you may put the world at defiance. 

So long as it hangs upon you, you must have revenue, and to 

have revenue, you must have commerce-commerce, peace. 
And shall these nefarious schemes be advised for lightening 

th e public burt hens ? will you resort to these low and pitiful 

shifts? will you dare even to mention these dishonest arti

£ces, to eke out your expenses, when the public treasure is 
lavished on Turks and infidels; on singing [Joys, and dancing 
girls; to furnish the means of be~tiality to an African bar

barian? 
Gentlemen say, that Great-Britain will count upon our 

di\i~ions. How! What does she know of them? Can they 

ever expect greater unanimity than prevailed at the last Pre

sidenti"l election? No, sir; 'tis the gentleman's own COll

science that squeaks. But if she cannot calculate upon your 

divisions, at least she may reckon upon your pusillanimity. 
She may well despise the resentment that cannot be excited 
to honourable battle on its own ground-the mere dfu,ion 

of mercantile cupidity. Gentlemen talk of repealing the 
British treaty. The gentleman from Pennsylvania should have 

thought of that before he voted to carry it into effect. And 
what is all thi3 for? A point which Great Britain will not 

abandon to RlIssi~, you t..:xpect her to yield to you. Russia, 
indisputably the seconJ pO\\"er of continental Europe, with 
half a milliun ~f h:::rJy troops, with sixty sa~l- of the line; 

1hirty million cf subjects, 3 terril,)ry mort; extens;' .. ': even thar! 
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our own-Russi~!, sir, the store-house of the British navy

whom it is not more the policy and the interest, than the sen

timent of that government, to soothe and to conciliate; her 

sale hope of a lli"crsion on the continent-her only efficient 

ally. What this formidable power cannot obtain with fleets 

and armies, you will command by writ-with pot-hooks 

and hangers. I am for no such policy. True honour is 

always the same. Before yon enter into a contest, public 

or private, be sure you have fortitude enough to go through 
with it. If you mean war, say so, and prepare for it. 
Look on the other side-behold the respect i}: 'U'/.'ic/) Fr.1liCe 

holds neutral rights on 1111ld-obw've l, r conduct ill regard 

to the Frallcollian estates cf the King if Prussia: I say 110-

thing of the petty po·wen-of t/.,c Elt'dor of Badm, or of the 

Swiss: I speak of a first-ralt' mont:rrl,y of Europe, and at 

a 1mmunt too, <when its neutrality 'waS the aiject of all 

others marest to tl,{' ;','art of the French Emperor. 1f 
Y0lt make him mONarch of ,I'L' ocean, you may bid adieu to 

it for ever. YOll may take your Imve, sir, qf llavigation

even of the Mississippi. What is the ~ituation of New Orleans, 

if attacked to-morrow? Filled with a discontented and re

pining people-whose language, manners, and religion, all 

incline them to the ilwaJel"--a dissatisfil.?d people, who de

spise the miserable governor you haye set over them-whose 

honest prejudice';, and basest pas~ions, atike take part against 

you. I draw my information from no dubious source-from 

a native American, an enlightened member of that odious 

and imbecile government. You hJ\-1:! oiiicial information that 

the town and its dependence,> ;\)'(; utterly defenceless and 
untenable-A firm belief, that apprised of this, government· 

would do something to put the place in a state of seeUl-itv, 

alone has kept the American portiun of that community 

quiet. You ha~;e held that post-you now hold it by the 

tenure of the naval predominance uf England, and yet VOll 

~re for a British naval war. 
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There arc now h .... o great commercial natiom, Great. 
13ritain is one-we are the other. When vou consider 
the many points of contact between our interests, YOll 

may be surprised that there has been so little collision. 
Sir, to the other belligerent nations of Europe your navi .. 
gation is a convenience, I might say, a necessary. If you· 
do not carry for them, they must stanE', at least for the 
luxuries of life, "hich custom has rendered almost indis
pensable. And, if you cannot act with some degree of 
spirit towards those who are dependent upon you, as car
riers, do you reckon to bro\,,"-beat a jealous rival, who, 
the moment she lets slip the dogs of war, SWCC1" you, at 
a blow, from the ocean? And, cui bOlla? for :,'/U"C bt'llC

.fit ?-T/Ie plante/'?-Nothin/J like it :-Thefait, Iwuest, 
Teal Amaican merc/zant ?-~ .... \~O, sz·r-For J'ClIl'g£1c!' 'Cl; to-

day AUlerlt:aJl-fo-?7lorrow, Danes. Go to zeal' :clCll,Y0u, 

~,'dl, the p)'oper~y, now C07JCl't'd by the Americal1, : __ 'ill 
then pass under the Dani5h, 01' some otho' 'lIeutJ'a/.lza{.:. 
Gentlemen ~a~', that one En",li"h ship is \Vorth three of 
011rs: "'l~ shall th~refore han: the achantarrc in l'lrivateer-

1:' 

ing-. Did the" l:\';~r kilO\\, a nation get rich by pri\"<\tccr
ing? This is stut}" for the llurser.,'. Hemembl'r that yOlll' 

products arc bulky-as has been stated-that tbcy re-

quire a ya~t tonn,we. Take tlwse carriers out of the mar
t) 

ket :-"\Vhat is tllC rcsult? The manllbctures of EnglalJd, 
which (to u~c a 1Jnisiling tOllch of the gentlt::n:::,'j rllctu

ric) have received the finishing stroke of art, lie in a small 
comparative compass. The neutral trade can carry them. 
Your produce rots in the warehoLlse-Y ou go to Statia or 
St. Thomas's, and get a striped blanket for a joe, if you 
can raise one-Double freight, charges, and commission: 
Who receives the profit?-The carrier. "\'\"ho pays i::?
Tne COUSUlller. All YOllr prod nce that finds it:; way to 
England must bear the same a(;cumulated charge£-with 

thi~ difference :-that tlzere the burden faUs on the home 

D 



( ~6 ) 

pnce, I appeal to the experience of the last war-which 
has been so often cited. 'Vhat, then, was the price of 

produce, and of broadcloth? 
But ,7jOll art' told England u:ill 1Iot make ~(([r-slze Iws 

hoo hands fidl.-Holland calculated in the same way, in 
1781 :-How did it turn out? You stalld JlO~i' in the place 
of Holland, then-without ller navy, ullaide((by the pre
ponderating fieNS of Frallce and Spain-to say nothing 
of the Baltic powers. nn you want to takc up the cudgels 
where thl'~C great maritime powers have been forced to 
drop them' to meet Great-Britain on tllc ocean, ami 
drive her oil its face? If you are so far gone as this, every 
capital measure of your policy has hitherto been wrong. 
You shoulll have nurtured the old, and devised new sys
tems of taxation-have cherished your navy.-Begin this 
business ,,-h('n you nmy, land-taxes, stamp-acts, window
ta\:{',;, hearth-money, excise, in all its modifications of vex
ation and oppression, mu:'.t precede, or follow after. But, 
sir, as French i~ the fashion of the da~-, I may be asked 
for Ill~- pr(!/d. I can readily tell gentlemcn ,,-hat I will 
lIot do. 1 71.:d11l0t projitiate an!) fo}'e~:l"ll/1lti()J1 ':i'itll monry. 
I \rillnot laullch into a naxal war ,yith Great Britain, al
though I am ready to meet h~r at the Cow-pens, or Bun
ker's Hill. And for this plain reason. "'e are a great land 
animal and our business is on shore. I ,,·ill scnd her no 

money, sir, on any prete:-;t ,~hatsocycr, much le~s on pre

tence of buying Labrador, or Botany JL~-, ",hen my real 
object ,,-as to secure limit,;, ,,·hich she formally acknow
ledged at the peace of 178:;. I go fnrthcr-I would (if 
any thing) han~ laid an emhargo. This would haye got 
our own property home, and our adn . .'r~;;try's into our 

p\)\\-cr. If there is any wisdom left among us, the first 

step towards hostility will always be an embargo. In six 
months all your mercantile megrims would vanish. As 

to us, although it would cut deep, we can stand it. "'ith. 
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out' such a precaution, go to war ,,,hen yon will, you go to 

the wall. As to debts-strike the balance to-1llon'o,(;, and 
England is I belicd': ill Ollr debt. 

I hope, sir, to be excused for proceeding in this desul 

tory course. I flatter myself I shall not ha,-e occasion again 

to trouble you-I know not that I shall be able-certainly 

not willing, unless provoked in self-defence. I ask your 

attention to the charactf'A' of the inhabitants of that sonthern 

country, on whom gentlemen rely for support of tllcir mea

sure. 'Vho and ",hat :.ire tlIC} ~ A simple, agriclIltural 

people, accu;;tom~d to travel in peace to markt·t, ,yith the 

produce of their Iauor. "rho takes it from liS? Another 

people devoted to manufactures-oursole source of supply. 

I ha\re seen some stuB' in the news-papers about manufac

tures in Sd.xony, and about a man ,\'110 is no longer tht:: 

dtiif 0/ a dom£naJltfllction. The greatest man "hom I eyer 

knew-the immortal author of thc ldtcrs of Curti us-has 

l'emarked the proneness of cunning people to wrap up and 

disguise in wC'II-"c]ected phrases, doctrincstoodeformed anJ 
detpstaolc to bear exposure in naked won1s ;-hy a .1\l(,lici

ous choicc or epithd~, to draw \ he attention from tbe Inrk

ing principle bClIeatlt, and I'L'qJl'Lll<ltL' delusion.-13uta little 

while ago, a.nd allY man mi~'ht be proud to be considcrc(i 

as the head of til!' repllblican jJtlJ'<Y. :\ow, it seem..;, 'ti:o 

reproachful to Ul: (b'lI1cd the clll~f of a domillant faetioll. 

l\Iark die magic words! ITead, ('Iu'~f Republican party, 
dominant faction. But as Lo thebe Saxon manufactures. 

'''hat became of their Dresden Cbina? \\'hy the Prussian 

bayonets haye broken all the pots, and you are content with 

\'-orcestershire or Stafi(H'd:ihire ware. There are somt! 

other tinc manufactures on the cOlltinent, but no supply, 
except, perhaps, of 1i11l'1lS, the article we can best dispellot: 

with. A fe,," iIlJi\'idual~, ~,ir, may !J:l\'e a tOilt of Luu

viers c1ntil, or a ~(f\'i('p of ~;:\'e Chilla-bllt t1lt'r<~ i~ tG':' 

little, and,th .. t Jltr:\e too ~I,~ar. tv flll'lll..,h the n .. tlull. Y'o·'.' 

, 
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must depend cn tlle fur trade in earne~t, and wear buffalo 

IJides and bear skins. 

Call any man, who understands Europe, pretend to S3.y, 
that a particular foreign policy is 1lO~) right, because it 
would have heeD expedient twenty, or even ten years ago, 

without .:bancionins: all regard for common sellse r Sir, it is 

the state~IlUIl'S province to be guided by circumstances, to 

anticipate, to foresee them-to give them a course and a 

direction-to mould them to his purpose. It is the business 

of a compting-house clerk to peer into the day-book and 
ledger, to see no further than the spectacles on his nose, to 

fecI not beyond the pen behind his ear-to chatter in coffee

houses, and be the oracle of clubs. From 17fn to 1793 and 

even later (I don't stickle for dates), France had a formi

dable marine-so had Holland-so had Spain. The two 

first p\)ssessed thriying manufactures and a flourishing 

commerce. Great Britain, tremblingly alive to her manu

facturing' interests and carryingc>trade, would have felt to 

the heart any measure calculated to favor her rivals in these 

pursuits-She would han' yielded then to her fears and her 

jealousy alone. \\'JJ;Lt is the case nClw! She la,Vs an export 

t1uty on hp.r manufactures, ana there ends the question. If 
Georgia shall (from '\YhatC'\'l'l" cause) so completely mono

jolize the cuhure of cotton a<; to be able to lay an export 

duty of three per cent. upon it, besides taxing its cultiva_ 

tors, in every other shape that human or infemal inge

'I1uity can devise, is Pennsylvania likely to rival her and 

t,.ke away the trade? 

13\\t, ~ir, it seems that we, who are opposed to this re. 

;o;phltion, an' men of no nerves-who trembled in the days 

of the British treaty-cowards (I presume) in the reign of 

terror? Is this true? Hunt lip the journals; let our actions 

tell. \Ve pursue our unshaken course. ,,, e care not for 

the nations of Europe, but make foreign relations bend to 

our pulitical principleti) and subserve our country's interest. 
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Vol e have no wish to see another Actium, or Pharsalia, or 

the lieutenants of a modern Alexander, playing at piquet, or 
all-fours, for the empire of the world. 'Tis poor comfort 

to us, to be told that France has too decided a taste for 
luxurious things to meddle with us; that Egypt is her ob
ject, or the coast of Barbary, and at the worst, we shall 

be the 13st devoured. 'Ve are enamoured with neither 
nation-we would play their own game upon them, use them 
for our interest and convenience. But with all my abhorrence 

of the British government, I should not hesitate between 

Westminster-Hall and a Middlesex-jury, on the one hand, 

and the wood of Vincennes, and a file of Grenadiers, on 
the other. That jury-trial which walked with Horne Tooke, 

and Hardy, through the flames of ministerial persecution, 

is, I confess, more to my taste, than the tri.ll of the 
Duke d'Enghien. 

Mr. Chairman, I am sensible of h:n-ing detained the com

mittee longer than I ought-certainly much longer tlun I 
intended. I am equally sensible of their politeness, and not 
less so, sir, of your patient attention. It is your own indul

gence, sir, badly requited indeed, to which you owe this per

secution. I might otfer another apology for these undigested, 

desultory remarks; my never having seen the treJsury 

documents. Until I came into the house this morning, I 
have been stretched on a sick bee!. But when I beholll the 

affairs of this nation insteJd of being where I hoped, and the 

people believed they were, in the hands of responsible men, 
committed to Tom, Dick, and Harry-to the refuse of the 

retail trade of politics-I do feel, I cannot help feeling, the 

most deep and serious concern. If the executive government 

would step forward and say, " such is our plan-such is our 
opinion, and such are our reasons in support of it," I would 

meet it fairly, would openly oppose, or pledge myself to sup

port it. But without compass or polar star, I will not launch 

jJJto an o..:e;\Il of unexplored measures, which stand cuu~ 
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demned by aU the information to which I have a~cess. The 

constitution of the United States declares it to be the pro

vince and the duty of the President" to give to Congress, 
from time to time, inform:ltion of the state of the union, 

and recommend to their consideration such measures as he 

shall judge expedient and neccs:,ary." Has he done it? 

I know, sir, that we may say, and do say, that we are inde

pendent; (would it were true) as free to give a direction to 

the executive as to recei\Oe it from him. But do what you 

will, foreign relations-every measure sho:-t of war, and 

even the course of hostilities, depend upon bm. He stands 
at the helm, and must guide the vessel of state. You giove 

him money to buy Florida, and he purchases Louisialla.

You may furnish means - the application of those means rests 
with him. Let not the master and mate go below when the 

:,hip is in distress, and throw the responsibility upon the 

cook and the cabin-boy. I said so when your doors were 

shut: I scorn to say less now that they are open. Gentle

men may say what they please. They mJ.Y put an insignificant 
individual to the ban of the Republic; I shall not alter my 

course. I blush with indignation at the misrepresentatiolls 

which have gone forth in the public prints of our proceedings, 

public and private. Are the people of the United States, 

the real sovereigns of the country, unworthy of knowing 

'What, there is too much reason to believe, has been commu
nicated to the privileged spies of foreign governments? 
I think our citizens just as well entitled to know what has 

passed, as the Marquis Y rujo, who has bearded your Presi
dent to his face, insulted your government within its own 

peculiar jurisdiction, and outraged all decency. Do you 

mistake this diplomatic puppet for an automaton? He has 

orders for all he does. Take his instructions from his pocket 

to.morrow, they are signed" Charles Maurice Talleyrand.·' 

Let the na.tion know what they have to depend upon. :Be 
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true to them, and (trust me) they will prove true to them· 
selves and to you. The people are honest; now at home at 

their ploughs, not dreaming of what you are about. But the 

spirit of enquiry, that has too long slept, will be, must be, 
awakened. Let them begin to think; not to say such things 
are proper because they have been done-but what has been 
done? and wherefore ?-and all will be right. 
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