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THE TWO AMERICAS, 

GREAT BRITAIN,. 

AND 

THE HOLY .I1LLIJl.NCE. 

AN apprehension has bren expressed. by some 
worthy men, that. although Great Britain pubhcly 
disclaims the "iews of the Holy Alliance, she bolds a 
Ilecret conrel't with them in the designs which the,. 
menace against Uellublican institutions, and against 
Not,th and South America; and that sht'! is particularly 
hostile to North AmericJ\, from an apI,rebensiun of tho 
growth of OUI' naval power. 

It may be adlnitted at once, that her jealousy of 
American naval power is real; taking her histQrical 
cal'rer, and ti,e nature of bel' own power and policy in. 
to consideration, it may e,'en be admittrd that she is 
naturally so· But ir her general puJiey be examio.vd, 
it will be found that there are motives of action mueb 
more imperative. which mllst now neutralize that jea, 
lousy. Any apprehension of our navy must be proll. 
pective and remote, Pl'esent and more comprehensive 
causes affect hel' pllliey, and cnmmand her influence ~ 
the present day. It may be useful, however, to ex
amine this subject. were it only to settle opinions; 
or to quiet honest doubts. 

Thr pnJicy of GI'eat Britain is as protilllnd as itia 
constant to its pUl'pOSe. The power and lIredomi. 



nance of Great BI'itain among nations, and her illicl'
nal ri.:heb an'! prosperity, proceed out of causes whol
ly ;t.,~j:1cialj hel' ir.sular position is the sole advantage 
which she drrives from lIatul'e; and while it is the 
me,":s vf hel' ~ecurity. it is also a spring of her ambi
tion It is un that internal illllush'y wl'lich forms 
tbl' cargoes for her commercial fleets; amI on the uni
versal commerce which that industry sljstains. her 
power and prospel'ity l'est. Its perpetuation ami aug
mrr.tation therefnre become her paramount policy. It is 
lier self-defence-her sole existence-her revenue
her riches-and her naval power is essential to the 
whole. as by this establisl.ment her commerce is seCl\l'
ed, and by its protection-she is enabled to levy tribute 
on all nations, and to tax the people of every country 
with the industry of her own. 

The statesmen of England know precisely the ex
tent and llecessity of these sources of wealth and pow
er. They know that it is not fl'om bel' own natural 
pro(i'chons this power is derived; but that it is the 
common result of a well combined process, which Ill'U

fits hy the neglect, the incapacity, or the impolicy of 
other nations, and conyerts even the natural pl'olluc
tions of other nations, by lOrans of arts and ingen iOllS 
labor, into means of riches a.ld l'e\'CIIUe; frum the l'ude 
natural material of a foreign nation, which her work
men and her machinery augment tenfold in vallie, she 
augments her own riches by the nine augmented parts, 
which the original produeel' of the commodity pays, 
without suspicion, or with a most extraordinary in
difference. 

The politicians of Great Britain are perfectly 
aware that her power and safety depend on the main
tenance of her com~crcial system, and that without 



it she must sink to the rank of Sardinia or Corsica; for 
which reason they cannot be indifferent nor insensible 
to the declarations and pretension~ of the Holy Alli
ance, which would, if realized on other nations, leave 
her only the last to be devoured, They know" that 

. altbough the Holy Alliance combined with Eng
Jand, against the alarming approaches of France to in
ternal and commercial greatness, that the continental 
powers have adopted that very continental systllm pro
jected by Napoleon, which was with them all a pretend
ed cause of war, The ministers of England have !Jeen 
compelled to seek in the Asiatic Archipelago, and in 
the newly emancipated nations of America, mal'kets 
to supply the places of those of which continental ElII'o
p~an policy had denied them. England alrcady 
abandons the north of Europe, alld seeks for her sup
plies uf hemp in Asia and America, where it can be 
procured ill greatel' abundance and of !Jetter quality. 
The British statesmen are persuaded that the success 
of the Holy Alliance would be fatal to hel' powel'; alld 
that they al'gue wisely there can lie no sober dOld)t. 

The importance of commerce to Great Britain, and 
particularly that of the United States, was lIevel' so 
manifest 1101' so seriously ascel'tailled, as dUl'ing the 
late war. It was felt in every avenue of British ill
terest-her manufactures were pal'alyzed, her ex
changes arrested, hel' social order disturbed, amI the 
revenue of the capitalist, and that of the nation dimin
ished; the landed interest felt it in the failure of mal'
kets for their products; the fund-holders in the fall of 
their stocks; and most seriously in the emigration or 
many thousands of expert and experienced artists, de
prived of employment at home, driven to sedition by 
desperation, where they could not emigrate; and 
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W}lel'e emigration was successful, the skill of Eng
land was transferred to all the nations of Europe, who 
have since become her rivals in al'ts, and whuse puli
cy has excluded the pl'odudions of England, in ewde .. 
to Ill'eserve thc.>ir- bume pruductive industry aga,llst 
BI'iti:~h competition, 

Perhaps it may be too much to atb'ibute thrse con
~e(Jurnccs wholly to the lale war with the United 
States; still it is not ulI\'rasonable tf) say, that mucll 
llIOt'e is to be attt'ibuted to this cause than to any 
othcl'; but these cuneJusiuns al'e beyond question, that 
the rxpel'irnce of last war' has shown rum'e furcibly 
than Lcrol'e, the impOI'tance of the N ol,th Americaa 
market, alld rrnderl'd that of South America still 
more necessal'y and p,'eciolls. 

The policy adopted fill the European continent, 
lIas probably lust to England a sum exceeding the 
whole amount of Bl'itish commeree, with all parts, of 
the wodd at the commencement of QueI'll Annne's 
reigll; while the augmentation of her commel're with 
the Unitrd Statrs.since 1783, is murh greater than that 
amount. Seven-eighths of her EUl'lIpean mal'ket has 
been wrested fl'om her. America, North and South, 
must be proportionably \aluable and ,'alueel. 

Thrse obsel'\'ations are intendrd to show, that 
whatever may he her jealousy I)f our navy. the cause 
of apprehension is remotc; while the poliey of her 
commel'ce is lH'esent and pressing-.requil'ing mor-c 
care to preserve it now than at any former l)eriod. 
The mal'ket of the United States mllst continue to be 
essential to England, unless it were possible that she 
could find in other parts of the world, markets com
petent to the consumption of her whole production 
without the United States. 
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The same prinriples which rrmler the United 
Stah's' rnal'k!'t preriou~ _ to England, apply with as 
mllrh forre to those ofthe new states oftIlf' SOllth. The 
fit'ld is n!'itht'I' nllw tn England. nor untried, anti Ity 
the analogy alT,Jrtled f,'om the United States, dul'i.-' 
forty yral's of indrprnilenre. SOllth Amel'ica presents 
a rnmm('rrial thratl'e Sll vast, I'ich, and Yal'ious, that 
it is probably in Englund alolle it is propel'ly and fill. 
ly estimatrd. !\lore than a r('ntury sinre, she fmlllli 
in Snutlt AlTlel'ira one of the g/'rat spl'ings by which 
hel'l'"litiral lTIurhin!'/'y has obtailH'd tliC gl'flatest im
pillsI' .Rinre. It is fl'om tlIP auglnc-ntrd lurans d/'awn 
by ht>,'longexpe/'it>nrc fl'om those rich I'rg-ions, that she 
plarpd hl'f'sl'lf at the hpad nf the p"\WrR of EIII'l'pe, 
marlt> t'mpprnrs and kings hc-r slipendim'ies, and lJy 
thei,' agenry JlI'l\~tl'atl'd her I'i\'al. 

The auth,wizl'd pil'acir,; nf A IH'lOn, and tht> la\\'les~ 
ente,rl'l'izfs nf thr pil'~r Morgan, were to Eng/allli 
the II1rallS nf dcyelll(lillg South AlIlericall wealth, ami 
exciting t hhS(, drsit'('s which ha,'e evel' since dirertell 
hrl' un'\ I'aded alllbition to\\ aJ'ds the Jl,'cdous dehes 
of Alllc"it'a. Thc eOllllllCITC to whirh acres'; had been 
obtained at val'iou~ timl's tllI'lIlIgh Fcnol and C:u,tha
gl'na. alld ultilllatl'ly dll'ough Seville. and Cadiz, was 
CUllti'mp"I'anelllls with the illicit cnmmeree tlwongh 
Car'thagell<t des Ilidias, (;hagr't>s, and the Atrato, all 
the clla~ts (If 1'el'l'a Fil'lIia. alld the ~It'xkan sea, a"d 
WHf' ca"l'ied on tlH'lIugh Jamaica; a similar contra
band carried (Ill with ('hili, Peru, and Mexico, on the 
coast of thc l'arifir. and the Isthmus of Panama, alto
gcthel' (,(lnh'allalld. taught Ule statesmen of Great Bri
tain. not Holy of what \ aille South America was, but 
sh .. ws tht>m now what she may be, when free and 
illdel/elldent. lie1' interests are io\'olved in American 
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freedom; the tI'easures would remain buried, or would 
escapp, to other hands, if the new states could possibly 
be subjugated. They cannot be conquered from natu
ral amI insupel'able causes; if they could be, it would 
JIW be the policy of England to prevent it-she could, 
and she would. prevent it. 

An experienced public functionary, laid before the 
Cortez. at Cadiz, when first assembled there, a Report 
on the Commel'ce of South America: He stated the 
contraband commel'ce to be equal to seven parts often; 
1he lawful as thl'ee palts only, This contraband was 
shared in sume meaSUl'e with the Dutch Islands, and 
with the French at St. Domingo; but the English pos
sessed the greatest portion of all. These resources 
were much more important to the West Indies than all 
tlwir sugar and colfee; and it was the same kind of 
contraband, through St. Domingo. which supplied 
France with that vast mass of the pr'ecious metals, with 
which she abounded at the period of the ReYolution, 
and which, when St. Domingo was wrested from 
France, produced a paralysis, the cause of which ap
pear not to be generally seen or suspected. 

Those channels of commerce have undergone great 
changes. Cadiz is no longer the central and exclu
sive depot of the commerce and riches of all S])anish 
America. Cadiz no longer transfers to England 
three-fifths of its commercial wealth, in exchange for 
the manufactures of her workshops; Jamaica has, at 
the same time. acquired all that Cuba and St. Domin
go lost of the contraband, and of the direct trade, now 
that all the ports of America are open. It is no lon
ger a monopoly of a single European port; it is now a 
free open trade, regular and augmenting, and 
while the fair commerce exceeds its former value to 
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all inrakulahlf' f'xtf'nt. the ronh'abanc'l rontinues anrl i& 
tripled in its former amount. The gold. siln'J'. and 
platina. of South Ame/'ica. pass almost exclusively 
to British ports; while the amnunt of Br'itish eXpOl'ts, 
and thellre the value of South American commerce to 
England may be al'pJ'eriated. 

At the commencement of the year 1823, an emi • 
.. ent South Amel'ican. "hose duties led him to the in. 
quir'y. asceJ'tained that thel'e was then due to England 
upon mel'cantile Cl'edits in the states south of the Isth
mus. above S 37,000,000. Mr'. Lowe. an Ellglish 
D1errhant cuncel'ned in that tralle, in a wIIl'k publish
ed the 6th July, 1823, alleg('s that the exports to 
Buenos Ayres and Valparis() alone, amuunted to the 
following ~ums: 

In the year ending Jan. 5, 1813, 
181-1, 
1815, 
1816, 
1817, 
1818, 
1819, 
1820, 
1821, 
1822, 
18~3. 

Buenos Ayres. Valpariso. 

S ~.021,O(l0 
(N ot accessible.) 
~,290,760 

2,146,525 
1,692,085 
3,~25,675 S 163,985 
3,'399,510 84,015 
1,797,980 88,510 
3,.l27,185 722,070 
3,195,605 1,889,945 
5,808,825 2,314,340 

Thf'se shipments were only to two remote pOI'tS. 
and mark not merely the magnitude of the open reo 
gular trade, but its increases, and it is certain that 
nre illicit trade exceeds it in amount. But the trade 
to Jamaica, which is the elltrepot of the Culumbian 
'l.'crra Firma." (';hasrcs, Panama,.the Atratu, the coast 

~ 
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of Yucatan, and Guatimala, and Mexico, is not less 
striki.lg. 

In the year 1815, 
1814, 
1815, 
1816, 
1817, 
1818, 
1819, 
1820, 
1821, 
1822, 
1825, 

shipped for Jamaica S 15,106,470 
_ _ (not accessible.) 

16,802,110 
21,200,940 
14,286,715 
23,673,625 
17,306,295 
17,774,675 
12,637,810 
17,262,710 
12,529,175 

'l'hese shipments were made for Jamaica only; be
sides which, very large shipments were made for the 
South American market and Mexico direct, as well as 
for the Isthmus, Guaiana, llavanna, Trinidad, Dema
rara, St. Thomas, and Curacoa. But another item of 
shipments from the single port of Liverpool, in the 
year 1823, for the South American market, marks 
the extent and growth of that commerce-the amount 
~eing' for British goods alone, at the export custom 
house price, S 34,000,000; and no article in that 
trade produces less than 100 per cent., on many arti
cles 500 per cent 

The commercial agents which Great Britain has 
sent to Columbia, Mexico, La Plata, Chili, and Peru; 
their number, the means placed at their (jisposal ... and 
the efficiency of the provisions, by which they are 
enabled to form connexions, establish influence, and 
procure information, show how well they understant}; 
the manner of promoting their national interests, 
and the value they set upon the independence of South 
America. The separation of America from Spanish 
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domination and dependance, is therefore a great com, 
mercial object to England, and its security becomes 
a part of her inflexible policy. The revolution of 
North Amel'ica had taught England that the com
merce of a free and independent nation could be ten
fold more precious than that ufthe same counh'ies bow
ed down by colonial subjection alld m()nopoly. The 
West India colonies, compared Wit11 the f,ingle na
tion of Columbia, )lave become an infel'ior object; and if 
she could accomplish it withont difficulty or danger, 
she would abandon those islands to-morrow: lIlT lJO
Iicy, ever sillce the close of the North Amel'ical} re
volution, has tended in that direction, ami all the 
llarade of benevolence towal'l\s the negl'o race and 
the slave trade, the whole clamor about negro eman
cipation and colonization, has had their inc,'nti\'e ill 
that policy, commencing with the shortlived but ge
nerous principles of the Rockingham administration, 
adopted by I)itt, notwithstanding the mixt character 
of llis adminish'ation and the powerful influence of 
the West India interest in Parliament. These views 
duly weighed, must show the importance justly attach
ed to South AmCl'ican commer~e, by a nation whose ex
istence is wholly dependent on commerce. The pro
ducts in which payments are made for her fabrics, 
are, many of them, peculiar to that section of the 
e'arth, and are in demand throughout the civilized 
world. Gold, gold dllst, gold bars, silver in bars 
and in plata pena, platina, copper, preciolls stones; 
balsams, gums, (h'ugs, dyestuffs, fine woods, maho
gany, timber, c~tton, cacao, coffee, indigo, tobacco, 
cochineal, rice, llcas, beans, mules, horses, and 
hides, &c. &c~ are articles of uniyersal demand. 
This commerce has bern steadily pursued under re-
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ppatprl dil'lltl'lters. rot' more than a C'('nfury; and the 
fr'ustration of various attempts to establish dominion 
in various places of (hose countries has only causell 
a change in the mannel' of her opel'ations. wil'hout 
abating her desire or her Il'}pf's; for the policy was 
founded on comml'rrial principII's, and must be de
sir'abll' as long as commel'ce consists in exrhanges: 
she has thm'pfore sought to prnfit by all vicissitudes 
in thuse countries; at one momont she is seen con
ciliating Spain. while influencing the councils .nf Ma
drid, and her armie., arc invading Buenos Ayres 
and stimulating Chili to illflependence, her genel'als 
al'e instructed, at MOllte Video, at Buenos Ayres, 
and St, Jago, to ovrrthrow the anthority of Spain. 
The frustr'ation (If her enter'pr'izes thel'e, have had no 
other effl'ct than to change her course of poliry; but 
she found ill the South. the same experienre. as thirty 
yrars befflre in thr North, tltat an indrpendf'ut peo
ple wrre I)refl'rabl(' custom(,ls to a mercantile na
tion. brfnre subjerted colonists. 

The plan rnnnect"d with bel' atta,~k upon Bue
nos AYI'('s was stuprndous. Shc contemplated the 
possessi'm of foUl' gl'eat bastions on the fiallks of the 
South Amel'iran rontinent, by which she could con. 
tl'ol thf' policy and fnlllllland the commf'l'ce of the 
whole vast I'ange, Tr'initlad for'med the nor'th east po
sition. having thr mouths of the Orinoco and the Ma
ragnon on thl' f<:ast coast, the gulf of Paria. and the 
sea as far as Cape Vela on the North, whirh wlluld 
be fUl,thl'l' kept under revif'W by the occupation of 
Panama. fllJ'ming thp nor'th west basticin. sUPllor'ted by 
that long grafted scion of Br'itish policy the Bay or 
Bondul'us, Montevideo and Burnos Ayrl's wel'e to 
form the south east points of sUl'veillance and iufiuu 
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enrl1; and thr Archiprlago of ChiloI', was to form the 
rampart ami ('enllezvous of hrr power in the Snuth and 
W rst Pacific. Tl'inid:ul alllne is POsst'ssed of these 
great influential positions; and it was no trivial indica
tion of the PI'oi'oundn('ss ot' hel' "jews, that the laws IIf 
Spain w(,I'e I'etaiurd in Trinidad, and ordered to be 
retained in Buenos Ayres and Chili, had ll!'l' al'niS been 
successful tltl'l'e. The occupation of the Dutch c(.lu

nil's of Bel'bice, Delnaral'a, and EssifIuillO, belllllged 
to thr same system; and ther'e ar'e ag'ellts of he)' po
licy. who look til thr gl'ants of trrt'itlll'i('s under the 
d(,llominatioll of Missions. 011 the sOllth ofthr Orinoco, 
whn may olle day seek to ullite tlH'il' destinies with the 
B['itish colonies of Guayana. TIH' concerns of tlte 
B['itish in \:lI'i,;us "Ialls of 1\1 it'alllia. tIl!' suce,"'s af
fOJ'ded him. and thr relrbl'atl'd IlI'of'lamation of Go
vr['nor Picton at Tl'inidall. ill\ ititl~ Cal'aras and 
Cuma11a to 1'('Volt agaillst Spaill, afflll'd ample r\'i
d('IJrp (If thril' oh.ir('fs, tltci,' ('xtrnt. allll tltr prl,tinacity 
of tllf'ir' !!('signs allll the \alllp thp,Y sri upon tlll'm. 

]\'lImprolis facls of a rnl'I'!'slJOnlling ('hal'arter 
mi/l;lrt hI' adrlurell tn show tlH' illlp"I'tanl'e whid: she 
attal'hps til South AIlIt'r'iran (")mIllCI'Ce, and the r:on
st.ancyof hpI' pUI'suit; (,\PI'Y day's eX:lI'l'il'nrp shows 
how 1II111'h morp eall~' anrl how mudl III"re justly shc 
]HtS appl'priatrd the ,'alth' Ill' th"sc 1'f'gi'lIls to com
DIPI'f'ial ;'nh'I'lwizr. than allY of hcr contpmp(lI'al'ics. 
11f'I' ti; st .Iesiglls apllPar tn have cnntrnrplated co
CI'riOli a 1111 donlinion. silililal' tn that in which she 
has sllI'CI'ell,'" so wOllllprflllly in Irrdia. and a gl'adual 
growth of UlIIllillatioll II II riP I" thp lIamp of' pI'otertion Ol' 

allialH'p. 1'hl' I'\'\'('I'SC" wlril'h she pXlwrirnl'ed taught 
Ilrl' to ('hange t,hat S)stplll. 81lP Iiall pntered India 

"i I h a cal'go flf hal'llwal'r and h~bp: daslll'l'Y. and in 

lelis tluUI thil't)' )' eats bccaOle an armed ally, and final, 
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I y, in ahout seYt'llty veal'S, the undisputed sovereign or 
iso,ooo,ooo of pc~pie. But this immense population 
and the vast p,'o\'inces which they occupy, require 
vast armies, al'senals, and agents to govern them; 
and thl'se exhaust the )'evenues; it is only by the 
COmHll'l'Ce which Asia affords, that England acquires 
any riches from those fine and fl'nitful dominions
she gains nothing in the \\-ay of revenue. 

IJcl'haps the convictiolls of this experience may 
!lot be thl'own away. Tile application of them may 
compClIsate tile modification al'ising f)'om the fl'lIs
tl'atioll of military desiglls; but it lIas not, nor can it 
tend to abate her policy of commerce; but rather to bind 
llel' mOl'e firmly to that indrpendence which now alone 
mlly yield more direct and less encumbered benefits. 
Yet it is cutain that at a period not very distant she 
'>oll,2;ht to obtain, by negociatioll and promi'les of par
ticular em)rts in their favol', and the offel' of a guaran
tee of the independence of the SOllth American states, 
certain impol'tant positions 011 the Main; a very mo
dest but vcl'y uetel'mined denial appears to have 
IJllasl:ed those cxpectations, but without affecting he~ 
Iloliey of commerce 01' hcr interest in the independence 
of the new statcs. 

Under all the vicissitudes of human affairs, we 
perceive the commerce of England proceeds with 
accumulating effects. The products of the new world 
continue to be exchanged for the manufactures of 
England, and to employ, feed, and pay the British 
artisans, whose skill and labor constitute the main 
sources of British commerce, wealth,and power, and 
collect those revenues by which she has moved the 
world. Perhaps it is beyond any measure which 
statesmen have yet formed 01' imagined, how im
mense the riches are which may be derived to com-
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merce from the new states, and the influence which 
their emancipation may have upun the whole wol'l~, 

It is very evident, however, that no statesmen UII

derstaml it so well, nor appreciate and pursue it with 
1'10 much judgment, as the statesmen of England. 
She will not, theJ'efore, be disposed tu weaken, 
much less to endanger 01' diminish, the vast shal'e 
she all'eady holds in the commerce of the new world; 
fOl' it is vel'y obvious to her, that jf to 18 millions 
of people, but recently rescued from thraldom, she 
can send from one port, S 34,000,000 ill olle year; 
that when settled in peace, the same course of popula
tion and extension of the arts of civilized life mnst be in 
nearly a similal' pl'ogl'ession with that of North Arne. 
rica, which has, ill40 yeal's, grown up from three to tell 
millions, and a commel'ce more than proportionably 
augmented. 

From these cOllsidel'ations, it is a fail' and ,'cason· 
able inference, that it cam\Ot be compatible with BI'i. 
tish policy, to encourage, countenance, 01' cOllllh",' 
at, much less to participate in, any conspit'acy 01' de. 
signs of the Holy Alliance against any part of Ame
rica, N ortll or South. 

But,inferences ha1re beell made from the conllllel 
of Great Britain in relation til Naples, Spain, '1'111"

key, Greece, Russia, and Austt'ia, which seem ttl 
render questionable hel' dispositions towards Suuth 
America. A fair examination will immediately l'l" 

concile these imaginary contradictiolls. The policy 
of England is always individual, her power, hCI' com
merce upon which that power depends, is sole and 
exclusive; whatever may be the fate or fortunes or 
other nations, where her own interests al'e not in
yolved, her policy will not interfere·. 
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It haR hp!'n askrd-why did England arm at one 
timp to sustain Spaill agaillst VI'anl'!'. amI when at
tacked by Fl'anl'e a sernnd timp. p!'I'mit Irf'r to be van
quishrtl by Fl'enl'h al'mies? \\ hy did England. that 
countrnann's S(llIth Amrl'i":m imlpppn.lencf'. forsake 
Naples? Bllt these pal'a,lows al'e mprf'lyappal'ellt. alld 
by n(l mpans in I'olltl'allicti"n with BI'i1ish policy. Na
Illes had no commt'I'c'e intprpRting to England, Spain, 
hy the loss of hCI' SOllth AmpI'iran pllRRt'ssions. was 
plar't'd cxadly in the same Jl"sitillll as Naples. The 
Ncapolitalls al'c a wl'y ingeni"uR people, and IIll1]pr 
a fl'pe 01' wisp g'oHl'I1lllellt might bel'ume r'ivals ill 
many arts, to those of Gl'pat BI'itain. Spain. undel' 
a fl'ee anti wisp arilllinistl'atioll, might again become 
what she was ill the, Gth centul'y-the dothiel', the 
armOlll'el', and t he to) shop, as wrJ) aR the military 
sch'HlI, alld arsenalnf'European natinns; hpr looms and 
her wfII'kshoJls. whidl fdl up"n the eXllUlsilln of the 
Moors alld thc acquisition of South Amc, ica. might be 
a!l:ain l'eo.;tol'l'd ill tIlt' same mallneras inFl'ancp,alld 
tl'u, I'ompensatl', by illdust"y at home, for the debasing 
poverty ll\'fdul'pd by colon iI's abroad, Contempora
neously with thc revolution uf North Amf'ril'a, Spain 
was a fOl'midable na\'al power; combined with the na
vy of Fr'ance. her' fippts witnessed the flight of the 
proud lIa~y (If England under Admirals Gpary and 
Dar'by. and the Br'itish ('hann!'] was swppt by their 
combined flrrt, rnder a Bourbon, Spain launched 
in one day. and fr'om Olle arsellal. twehe ships of the 
line of i 4 guns each, and the date IIf this event is not 
remote-fIll' one of those vess!'l!i, the San Pablo. is 
still afloat, Capacities Sll evident, so ample, and so 
easily d,'awn f,"·th. could pl'eSf'llt nil moti\'e fllr the 
interfel'ence and support of .Btitish statesmen~ whos, 
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lJOliry it lUust (,Yer be kept in view. admits of no 
ID('aSIlI'es that may intl'l'fel'e with her commerce or 
endanger hcr )lOW!'I'. Tht' "el'Y same pllliry. whirh 
led th~ British al'mie!=! intf) Spain at onl' pf'riod. pre. 
\'l'nted theil' enh'ancr in tht' otht'I'. The family com
part of tlw BOIII'bons. fOl'med at thl' dnse nfthe reign of 
GerH'gc II. produrt'!\ dUI'ing the ministry ClfPitt. a san
guinal'y war. The (,\'pnt which orcurred in 1779. the 
swepping of the Bl'itish channel by the Bourbon 
fleets. Pitt fOl,t'saw was possible, and tn prt'\ ent it was 
the object of thr wal'; arlll for the time he did prt'vent 
it; but the accomplishment which followed. and the 
drawn battle 1'1'(,11 betv.:'t'en the Frl'nch grand fit'et 
undt'r D'Orvillers, and the English fle!'t undu Keppel, 
fur'lIislrrd amplc motin's 1'01' England to intcrfel'e, 
when a mOl'e I'ol'midable family cOllJpact was in ope
ration with the nonapartt's, Under that dyna!=!ty 
Spain would have bren idcntifird with Fl'ance in 
llower and policy. Spain, under' that dynasty, would 
lIa\c kept pace with Fl'alice ill gl'eat public under
takings. in magnificent roads and IJl'it1ges, and ca
nals. in the resuscitation of lu'ts and sciences. and 
thc extrnsion of commcrce and naval power. Spain, 
under a Bonapal'te. would Ira\'e possessed that \'el'y 
South Alllerica. of which Bl'itain has bren with un
wral'ied pcrseVl'l'ance sceking for more than an age. 
It was to prevent these consequences that Ellglish ar
mies entered Spain, not to rendel' Spain fl'ee, or hap
py; it was to prevent Sllain from becoming rich and 
]IOWelful. that the Muod and tl'eaSlll'e of England were 
ladshed in the Peninsula. Undel' such monal'rhs as 
Fef'dinand VII, Spain can nner be formidablt' to 
any peo},le but Sl,anial'ds or Portuguesr, sll\:h a des~ 
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pot becomes a guarantee of national ,Yrete hednes~ 
and imbecility. Undel' a Bonaparte Spain would rank 
among the first powers of Europe. Umlrl' a BOlll'
bon she is of no more consequence than \Virtemberg 
01' Sardinia in the scale of nations. 

Here then is a solution of the enigma supposell 
to be found in British policy, when on the last Bourbon 
invasion she forbore to aid Spain with armies and 
subsidies. In fact, and in despite of the thousands 
of theories which have been set up, to account for the 
hostility of England to the Frellch revolution. the 
true calise is to be found in the same policy, in the 
apprehensions that France wUh all her faculties in 
a state of freedom,-all her vassals become freemen,
the 30,000,000 composing her population would be-. 
come the most formidable manufacturing and com· 
mercial rival, that she had yet to contend with; it was 
not hatred of mere drmoeratic govern~ent; it was 
not the love of kings, which actuated B I'itish states
men; it was the jealousy of commerce and its rival
ship, and of the power which internal industry mllst 
create among such a people, and the faculties which 
France must possess under the progl'ess of the sci
ences and the spirit of the age, which excited her to 
arms. Thirty millions of people emancipated from 
feudal, noble, and ecclesiastical bondage, become se
cure in their personal acquirements, in the unre
strained exercise of their faculties for their individual 
benefit, would render France fourfold more formidable 
than she has been 1!nder the despotism. The clamors of 
the ministerialists of England against democracy, 
and echoed by her emissaries or those in sympathy 
with monarchy in other countries, was the language of 
masquerade, and of dupes who believed the masque-



rade a reality; it was a studied delusion-the freedom 
of a whole people a calise of apprehension! The extinc
tion of thuse very debilitating institutions of noble 
and priestly bierachies, and the long tl'ain of vassal. 
age, which had afforded Great Bl'itain for more than 
a century mater'ials for satil'c, for dramatic and gt'a
phic cal'icatul'e. were at length held forth as a cause of 
appt'ehension! Yet so it was, and 1I0twithstanding the 
wal' waged for thirty yeal's against France, after all 
her glodes and sacrifices alld disasters, she is at this 
momellt the least incumherf'd alia thl' most pro~per
ous nation in EUI"opc; lJUt she is procccdi n.~ so rapidly 
in the iutel'llal carccl' of industl'Y, that it canllot but 
lead at nu remote day to othel" desl'!'l'atc wal's. 

In the early part of the 18th centul'y France, 
undcr all the disadvantages of d!'spotism, rivalled 
England in the commel'cc of the Levant. It was 
the Fl'cnch who cI"catcd that novel system of forming 
armies of native tJ"OOI)S in India, officered by Euro
}Ieans. It is by cmulating, by imitating, and improv
ing upon thc plans of La fiourdonnay and Dupleix 
that ElIglalld becamc the slIccessor and sovereign of 
the Mogul. The I~evallt Sl'a at that pel'iod was com
monly denominated a Fl'ench sea: England became 
ller rival, and in a gl"eat measure Rupplanted her 
there; it was a struggle that bad not terminated, at 
thr beginning of the Frcnch Revolution, and has not 
tcrminated yet; ·the contention remains in comm~['ce, 
though a common intel'est unites them in political 
relations to Turkey and against Russia. 

The policy of England is equally surprizing for 
its flexibility and consistency; at first view it appears 
the offspring ot an irl'egular or a wanton capricious
nes~; but a closer examination proves it to be the re-
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~1l1t of the most adivp sagarity amI profound wiRflflm. 
Why. it may hI' aRkf'd, dOPR En~lanil-Mis3ionary
Bihlf'-soril'ty- nf'gro-l'manripatin~-liherty-boMtillg 
England, purSllf' the polirv which she has displaypd 
in relation to GI'f'ere.? Why does she. undel' fh .. pre
text of l)l'oterting thl' Cpphalonian isle~. hold a po
sitioll on the vl'ry hOl'ders of G,'eerl'. f,'om whirh 
cmi~Raries, umIl'r rolnl' of neutrality. and her' flag,
undl'r thl' pl'l'tenrf' of prntf'rting IlI'l' rommer're.-If'lld 
surrol'S tu tIll' Rar'harian Moslf'ms, and I'f'JlI'ess the 
str'ug~lf'~ of Clrl'istian Grf'l'rf'? nllt tlresfl moral 
conh'adirtion~ arp pe,'fertlv ron~istf'llt with nritish 
poliry; whirh UM'S mi~sions a 1111 fashinnahle fanati
cism, when and whPl'I"'f'I' thl'y ~lIhsprve hel' pur'pOSf'S; 
but whirh possess no yalllf' whl'll they intl'rfere with the 
springs of hel' power, HPl' "f'snlurion gops to ~lIstain, 
augment, and perpf'tllate B"itish power, and tn de
PI'PSS whate"el' may rnrlang!'1' it. It was thi~ Iloliry 
that on','hu'ned Holland as a comnH'l'cial and naval 
power, and tl'allsfclTed both attr'ibutps of gl'eatness to 
l1el'self; shf' has done IJ(I BlOI'I' in I'l'lation to FI'anre, 
Spain, and ~aplps. than she is nllw doing in relatiun 
iu TlIl'key and G,'eere, 

Gl'pprl' rompre1H'nds a multitude of islands and 
a rirh pit-turesflue countJ'y on the shor'ps of the Medi
tprl'anl'an sea; a population proverbially arute and 
l'lllerIlI'izing. ingeniolls amI active. Theil' position 
has arlrlirted them to mal'atime pursuits. and they are 
at the same time the most expel't navigators and con
str'lIrtnrs of vessels of thp most bpautiful models. rn 
beauty, neatness of equipment and dextrous naviga
tion, they are fr'equentIy compal'ed with the Ameri
eans of the New England states, "hom thl'y alone 
l"ebemble in sblewdness and thrift. In their own 
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Sl'IIR thl'y h:we no superiors, and durin,~ the wars ul 
the FI'c'nch I'evolutioll, the Gr'!'e!'; spamen whl) found 
their way on board the British shjp~ of wal', (and 
they WPrtl numerous,) were not surpassed in any qua
lity required to c'lIlstitute an able sraman. Tllri.' 
IlI'iele of ancestry is strong and general; as mcrchants 
tlwy al'e slll'ewd and inj(·lIigcnt. 1 he fleets of '1'111'
kf'Y. and the merchantmen belon~ing to Turks. have 
always be'en navigateel hy Gl'eeks, Theil' 1"'li,~i,,a. 

calleel that of thr GI'r"k c1llll'ch, is the same as that 
of Russia, The GI'('rks at'e unanimous in abhol'
rence of th!' Tlll'ks. and much attached tl) Russia. 

, The position of Constantinople had made it an 
object of solicitude' and constant dcsil'c to the Irad(';,s 
of the Russian II'jlu·s. long be['ol'e Petel' had intro-
1I11C'!'11 his nation among thost' of EUI'ope; with him 
a.tll with C'\Try monal'ch, maltl and f!'nml!', who has 
surrrre!l·d to the Russian thl'one, it has bern an ob
je·('t ('onstallt allll domillant. 

The' ehal'artcr anel proximity of tlIP. Greeks to 
Russia. anl1 the known ambitioll 01' thc lattCl' )Iflwer, 

ill l'I'lati"lI to 'i'li:-:",·y in Enl'op!', al'c. eir'culllstances 
of d!'cp appl'clwllsi •• n to GI'C'at BI'itain, and UpOII the 
vel'y same I'l'illriples whirh have govPl'ned her policy 
towards H Ilanel. F,'anf'e. allll Spain, Th" statrsrnen of 
Eliglancl s!'e ill tlw \'ast basin ofthr EU:l.irlC', till' futUl'e 
rf'lIdl'z\'III1S of' nl/mrl'COUs fll'ets. amI shcll'es sllrJ'oundcd 
by IIUlnPl'UUS dock yar'els. (,oJJti~IJl)ufj 1'., vast fOl'ests 
COlllailling all thltt is 1'!'qllil'pcl of nah,,'c fOl' lIa\'al 
equipmcnts. The \\ h"lc III' the lIol'thel'n, a great part 
or tIll' eas! ern anll ,\ estcl'n e'x tl'em itirs. a1'e Russian 
dOll'illiClII ill adUlllwlcclgpel pnssess:em-that is, near]~ 
frum the Ph~lsis ClI' (;oldJis in rhe east, to the mouth of 
the Vanullc ill the wC;.,t. RII . .,,,ia, J1,,;;~('~~c,1 of Constan-
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tinul'll', could by skilful fortifications seal up the 
stl'ait of the n()~pOl'lIS, exclude all other ships there
£1'0111; and_possessed of ample sea room for the fleets 
uf tllc whole \rod!!, free from rock or shoal, and the 
vicissitudcs of nOl,ther'n climes;-fl'om this vast basin, 
she might pass thl'ough the Propontis at any season, 
and give law to thc Grecian Ar'chipclago and thc 
whole MeditelTanean coasts. 

Thc GI'ecks, united by that association of ideas 
which is thc general clred of religious sentiment, 
bordering on TIlI'ace, would, without any violence, 
but fl'om thc mere effect of position, become the navi
gators of Russian, as they Im,'e been of Turkish ships; 
ami whether, as a f,'ee Republic, or as a dependant 
pro\'infc of Russia, released fl'om the bal'barous yoke 
of 'I'lI/'key, thry could not avoid, even if it should 
appear desil':!.ule, an intimacy with the commercial 
and nal'al affaij's of Russia. Their naval habits, 
their IlJcl'Cantile enterprize, would lead them to the 
Euxin!'; and the coasts of that s}lacious inland sea, 
would be SUO/l seen to emulate the magnificence of the 
Genoese on the same celebl'ated thcatrc; the Tam'ide 
would again become the resurt of Eastern caravans, 
and again rival in splendor the Persian and Syrian 
states. The policy of Russia would cherish the genius 
and enterprize ofGI'eecc; and from the cupidity alrea
dy heir'ayed by Russia, in attempting to convert a vast 
portion of the Pacific ocean into a close sea, it may be 
anticipated, that she would not want more plausible 
llretexts in the waters of the Levant; this recent event, 
were there not many others, would necessarily justify 
the appl'chensions of British statesmen. They could not 
but recall to view the influence and effect of the armed 
neutrality of 1 iSO, in which Russia appeared the 
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Jeader, and the principles of which the present Em
peror so recently as the peace made at Tilsit, IJrO
fessed to be the perpetual policy of Russia. Russia, 
possessed of Constantinople, would occupy Thrace, 
and the river Strymon would be the only line of se
pal'ation between Greece and Russia. 

In such a position she must become a vast and 
formidable 'nayal power. Greece, fl'ee or subjected, 
would, from inevitable necessity, become IlCr auxilia
ry in commerce and naval power. nut GI'eece, in
dependent, would be still mOl'e formidable, and united 
with Russia they must ,'ery soon form the most pow
erful navy that has ever appeared on the ocean. 

The same feal's which led England to desh'oy the 
commercial and naval supremacy of Holland, to make 
war against the French revolution, and to suffer the 
recent prostration of Spain, must necessarily pl'e
vail in relation to Russia: the policy which made wa!' 
to ayert the family compact of BOIII'bolls in 1756, 
and the family compact of Bonapartes in 1808, could 
not fail to anticipate the dangers of Russian success 
against 'l'urkey, and Russian alliance with G.'eece. 
Hence England becomes the active mp,diatol' and pro
tector of the Turks, and Ill'events theil' expulsion 
from Eurolle; hence she looks coldly on the massa
cres and rapine, and enslavement of Christian Greeks; 
but therefore hel' policy is constant and consistent. 

The statesmen of England also see in the Euxine. 
besides a great naval arsenal, the central rendezvous 
of Asiatic commerce, from the sea of Aral and the Cas
pian, the Gulf of Persia and the Arabian sea, thence to 
the Baltic. They may apIJrehelld such an event, as 
(lDly the prelude to as great a revolution in commerce 
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as took place wilen the pafOsage round thf' Snuth Capes 
'of Africa was discovel'ed; they mayallpl'ehl'lld futul'e 
wars as disastJ'ous and sanguinary as thosl' signalized 
by the renown of the DI'Ruytel's and Van Tromps; tri
umphs which werl' but the expiring stJ'uggll's IIf a 
power, fl'om whom naval supremacy was about to be 
wrested [OI'ever" 

Gl'eece becoml' fl'l'l' and sole, wonM, like the Unit
ed States, find her faculties mOl'e plastic and her hnri
:WII cnlar'gcd. IIIi'tead o!" 11(,1' naval adventlll'es being 
confined "itllin tltl" pillal"s of Hercules, III' a few I'al'e 
visits to the Atlalltic PIII"ts of Spain and Purtugal, hel' 
'1ails would soon whiten distant Sl'as, Commercial 
jealuusy would see in en'I'y cal"go of this new risen 
I,owel', so milch subdurtcd fl'om her accustomed navi
gation, so much wealth and enteq>l"ize accumulating to 
lIel' danger. 

NOI' would British statl'smen rel'l lesfO apprehen
sion on the Asiatic side of Russia. That na\al basin, 
ill which all the navil's of thc world might ridc, would 
menace hcr commerce and dominion in Asia, ~r at 
least awaken lively appl'ehl'nsiuns. Already the con
tact of Russian powel' in Cit'cassia and Georgia, and 
the diplomatic movements in Pel"sia have raised fl'ars 
which have induced several Bl'itish dipillmatic mis
sions to the Clllll't of Pel"sia and the /lowel's con· 
tiguous to the Indian dominion. Georgians and 
Circa'isians are now Russians, and the A"lIlenians 
al'e by inclination alt'eady in syrupathy with Russia. 
The Czar' has under'taken til establish new lim's of de
mal'cation betwcen Asia and-Eul'ope, by which a gl'eat 

range of Ancient Asia is now hrlmght w,thin tbe 
boundaries of ElIl"ope. While Russian al'lDleS on tho 
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mouths of the Danube, in Bulgaria. and Budziac Tar
tary, in the Taur'ide, and on the burder's of ,\rmenia, 
keep TUl'key in a state of siege; her agent~ on the Cas. 
pian conciliate the confidence of the Per'sians and put 
their armies in motion on the eastern extremities uf 
Asia Minor; thus Turkey is exposed to all the expenst'5 
and apprehensions of war, by the mere parade of a 
Russian army in sight of iht' Byzantine Minarets, 
and a Persian army constantly in motion, at a thou
sand miles distant from the Tur'kish capital. 

Nor does Great Britain deem it necessary to dis
semble in the case of 'ful'key. Not to see the cause 
of appJ'ehension from Russia, would be to be blind; and 
not to ('esist, would be to arquiese. Her minister at t1,~ 
P,.-rte explicitly delal'fts her determination, that Gr'eat 
Bl'itain will not be an indifferent sIJectator uf any at· 
tempt upon Thl'ace. The same pulicy decJal'cs to the 
Holy Alliance that she will lIot bt' an indifferent spec
tatol' to the interreJ'encec of any othel' Eurupean pow. 
C(' between Spain amI Amel'ira: and it is obvious that 
Spain call do lIothing alone.' 'fhe policy of England is 
the same. She does not dispute the J'ight of Russia to 
occupy her own ter'('itory ill any mode III' forlll, in civil 
or military al'ray; but she decIar'es that the pal'ade 
of armies on the bOl'ders of Turkey, has the IDIJI'e 
than susllicious appeal'ance of hostile designs, and by 
compelling Tu)'key to keep up all army Ill' observatilln, 
subjects her to all the pecuniary injuries of actual war. 

The possession of the Caspian sea by Russia ex
clusively. enables Russia to maintain a pel'manent in
fluence in Persia. Beyond the present dominion of 
Persia, and bordering upon India PI'oper. is the Af
ghan nation, which ~as at diffel'ent periodi ruled an4 

-4 
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been subjected to Persia; but is now a formidable, 
hardy, fll.!neI'CUS, and independent nation, extending 
its 1-'0" and authl)J'ity from Khol'assan to Cashmire 
and the ,0Ul'ces of the Punjab, or Five RiYers, which 
unite in the Iurlus. England cultivates with favor 
this nation, and abstains from every interference but 
for the peace and benefit of the country, heretofore 
torn by ambitious and contending rivals and usurp
ers, In Persia England also holds such correspondence 
as gual'ds against sUl'prise. From this quarter tho 
nl'itish possessions in India have little to apprehend. 
She is perfectly aware 01' the difficulties which an in. 
vadt'r must have to overcome in such an attempt; but 
adopting that sound maxim of the general, that no
thing is improbable which is not impossible, she keeps a 
vigilant eye upon Russia in Asia. The native troops 
disciplined by the British. are inlel'ior to none on earth, 
for steady YalOl', subordination. temperance, and dis
regard of danger or death. Their confidence in their 
European officers is unparalleled; and she conciliates 
by favor, and govel'ns without constraint or violence, 
those hardy tribes which occupy the plains from Kho
rassan and Moultan, and the ancient Parapamissus, to 
the defiles of' the modern Hindoo Koosh. The Af
ghans owe to British policy the greatest gratitude, for 
arresting the ever rccm'ring revolutions which amict
cd them since their sepal'ation from Persian authority. 
In the name of mediator she really benefits them, eXIlI'
cising her influence with extraordinary discretion, but 
thus actually governs them. She exacts nothing from 
them, and is the guarantee of their peace and security 
against personal 01' factions ambition; and under the 
title of allies, th!lY arc as disposable fol' bel' service in 
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the event of war, as the troops organized m her owrl 
provinces. In fact, these tribes, and all those that 
occupy the Northern and Westrrn frontiers of India, 
enjoy a peace and secll\'ity ullknown to those regions 
from the first Mahnmedan inroads; they are 110 lon
ger plunderers nor plundered; and they al'e conscious 
that their' present felicity is attributable to British 
power alone. Inttrell the whole immense populatiort 
of India, undel' Bl'itish rule, enjoy a security and 
happint'ss unknown to them for centuries, at least 
since the first in\'asion by the Moslems. And their 
gratitude is as fervellt as theil' contentment and pros
J,el'ity are unexampled. It is due to tl'uth to say, 
that howe"er odious and abominable the early peri
ods of Bl'itish powel' in India may have b~rn, that 
from the days of COI'nwalJis' administration, England 
has mel'itcd, as she has obtained, their unbounded con
fidence aliI! gl·atitllde. 

Nntwithstanl!illg the extent and efficiency of British 
policy in Asia, and the securities she flas made against 
military invasion, Eng-Iallel, neverthelrss, appreIlends 
a species or darl.~<'I' fl'OMI that quarter which is not so 
distinctly percrptiblc, nOl' such as she openly avows. 
It is not from the pl'owess 01' the numbers of Russian 
battalions or squadrons she apprehends any thing; to 
those, the march aCl'nss the Indus would not be less 
arduous or hazardous than to the Macedonians, for the 
counb'y at this day is Yrl')' nearly the same in its condi
tion as in the days of Alexander. Those countries Ite 
found it as difficult to enter 01' to occupy, as to hold when 
entered: amI the modern Alexander, would, like him, 
discover very '>0011, that those floods which opened fol' 
bi'l passage iuto l\follttan, after he had snrmonnted rna-
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ny grf'at pf'rils, would closr upon his rrar: and that like 
lJim,before hI" had made a wrrk's march towal'ds the 
Gangt's, a precipitate amI 11esperate retreat ('ould 
alone rescue him from a fatr tikI" that of Cambysrs, 
only to furnish a moral for future invaders, and a 
problem, to t'xt'rcist' the ingt'nuity of the historian. 

But tht' concealt'd calise of British apprehension, 
from the side of Russia. is of a nature not less seri
ous t.han armed invasion. The statesmen of England 
constantly apprehend. from what particular cause is not 
explained, that there is a tendrncy among all c1assrs of 
Europeans and other·s. in India, to I'cvolutinn and inde
pendence of European power, The revulutions which 
lIa"e grown flUt of that of North America, haye been 
discussed with as murh fr'redom in Asia, as in any 
other part of tht' glqbe; the viceregal agent in constant 
alarm and fear; and ar'bitrary powl'rhas bpen frequent
ly interposed to I'epreils all disrussions of that delicate 
topic, The pr'ess has been subjected to violenrl' as 
extreme by British pl/wer, as in TUI');;ey, Venire, 
Vienna. 01' Rome. The effects of such arts cannot 
be effecth'e upon a 'generation yet unborn: the 
living creature may be silent, but he cannot unknow 
what hI' knows, nOl' unthink what he thinks; and the 
climate is peculial'ly adapted to fa\'ol' tire development 
and exercise of intl'lIert. indications, it is said, haYe 
bel'n shown of the disposition to independence; ami a 
crisis is spl:ken of by persons lnng resident ill that 
countr'y, which had nearly led to the catastrophe so 
much feal'ed, I his crisis is said to bave arisen under 
the administration of Cornwallis. and was unwarily 
pruduced by some high handrd measuI'es upon which 
be had ulladvisetl))' fallen, but from which he extricated 
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IJimRl'lf with ('onsummate prudence, by a timl'ly 
redr'ess of the grievances, which he had been thst 
oPllosed. and by a judicious surrender of a vicious mi
litary system. 

If such a disposition should still prevail in Hindus
tan, in this revolutionary age, and RWlsia undertake 
to fan the flame of revolt on any emel'gency, the tre
mpndolls consequences ar'e nnt to be measured; the 
rio-ht'st foreign possessions ever held by any Europe
an nation might then, like South America, furnish the 
mah.'I'ials fnr many nations. more populous and ricb 
than tht' proudest nations of Europe. This subject is 
full of cul'ious matt'l'ials. upon which much might bt'said 
and shown; but enough for the prl'sent purpose has 
b(,t'n here said, to sustain the principle Ilt'ld forth in 
this paper, that Grt'at Br'itain in her pnlicy. has in
it'r'ests to maintain wholly iI'J'econcHable with the ag
gr'andizt'mellt of Russia, and more cause to appre
hend danger fr'om hel' than fmm any pGwer of Europe. 

Hpre tlrrn are the facts \\ hie-h it is cGnceived fur
nish a solution of the supposed rlligma of Bl'itish po
Hey. which exhibits England exciting the wGrld. and 
1I"asting more than any Gther natitln, of her \"ita! 
chr'istianity; at the same moml'nt sustaining the 
t .. ttering fabr'jr, of the Moslems in EurGpe, the bar
barous assassins of Chr'istian Grt'l'ks; preferring to 
sre the slIil and thr dpscpndants of SGcrates, Aristides, 
and M iltiades, degr'aded and butchered by Mahome
dan bar'bar'ity, in order that hpr cGmmer'rial exchang
es and naval superiority may have 110 new rh'al. 

As the almllst l'xdusivl' possession of <\'ml'rican 
commer'('l' liwbids England to ('(mllivt' at any assault 
tllloU any part uf Amcdc8; so the pl'eservation of the 
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commel'ce ill tIle Levant, which sh'e already possesses, 
and is resolved not to abandon, is perfectly consistent 
with her general system in all parts of the earth. 

The influence of Austria does not, in truth, require 
much regard. Russia acquiesces in her pretensions 
rather from prudence than with approbation. Aus
tria, by her family experience in Tuscany, had acquil'
ed a pl'opensity to mal'itime commerce, because that 
bas been the principal source of aggrandisement during 
the two last centUl'ies. Austria sought, about forty 
years ago, to open a commerce with Asia, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, and she established an India 
company fOl' that purpose at Ostend. Eng]and, 
jealous of riva]ship in the Indian seas, compelled Aus
tl'ia to abandon the company and the commerce. Yet 
Austria did not forsake her designs, and her hopes were> 
gratified in an extraordinary degree by the acquisi
tion of Venice. 'rhis possession of a large pOl'tion of 
the Adriatic coast, only excited new desires fOl' the 
prolongation of her possessions into Epirus, and even 
to Peloponnessus. Here again England interposed, 
and in the flush of her continental successes, seized up
on the occasion to transfer to her protection the Ce
phalonian isles, then held by Russia, and thereby ac
complished at once four great objects of her policy
she excluded Russia from a position in the Mediterra
nean, which gave her an infiuence over Greece-she 
occupied that place and that infiuence herself-she 
arrested the policy of Austria-and placed centiners 
over Greece to controul her destinies; and perhaps 
ber statesmen did not fail to call to mind that the Ve
netian fieet which, in 1551, gained the battle of Le
panto, over a superior Turkish fieet, was under the 
command of an Austrian prince. 
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Precautions manifested so early as these must ha,'e 
heen suggested, by apprehensions of those very pow
ers whom she had subsidized against France, and with 
whom unreflecting men suppose her now ready to form 
an alliance destructive to herself. The facts here 
given are however too significant to be misapprehend
ed; and tlley show also how early British policy anti
cipated the revolution in Greece. 

It is not necessary to dwell very circumstantially on 
the strange coincidence of interests and policy between 
England and France, in relation to Russia, Turkey, 
and Greece. The commerce of the Levant has been, 
and continues to be, an object of contention and riYal
ship between France and Englnnd mere than a cen
tury. The ascendency of Fl'ancc in the middle of the 
last century, was such, that it was considered in or
dinary discourse as a French sea. English enter
prize, during the ministry Of Sit· R. Walpole. and the 
degeneracy of the CUlII't of Louis XV, transferred the 
pl'eponderancy to England, and to so great an extent, 
that when a tempOl'ary activity was produced by the 
genius of Turgot, and other kindred spirits, the ill(llls
try of France once again resumed great national vigor'; 
but the Fl'ench manufactures were carI'ird into the Le. 
vant and disposed of undel' English "ames. The revo
lution gave France a temporary pl'edominancy again; 
but subsequent eveIJts have rather equalized them, 
while the dl'ead of a common rival in Russia, unites 
the two nations in support of Turkey. 

The views here taken, at'e, it is presumed, suffi. 
ciently simple and obvious. The facts are generally of 
contemporaneous notoriety-the i!lferences are left 
,with ~he judgment of the reader. England has an in· 



terest in common with the two America.II, founded iQ 
commerce, the s,;le sflu/"ce of her (1"wel' and proRpel'jty. 
The colonies ufGreat Bl'itain. so far from being benefi
cial, 'are com pal ativelJ a burden. to her, frum which 
she manifests an inclinal ion to disl'ncumber herself, 
and would rell'asp her'self immediately. if there were 
not dangers and difficulties in the relinquishment whieh 
render it safer ., to bear the ills she suffel's, than to 
entpr upon others which she knows nut of." These 
rCfllal'ks apply specially to Canada and the West In
dies, both ofwhicb she wfluld be glad to find a safe and 
plausible motive fur relinquishing. 

The policy of trr'ritol'ial possession she appl'ars to 
think has bl'en too indiscl'iminate. and seems resolved 
to confine hersrlftu Asia and the south of Africa. with 
such islands in eve"y sra as may serve for entrep')u, to 
her merchants and rrndrzvllus to her navy; or ocrasinn
al pnints from which tf) dil'ect her pnlitkal age~cy. 
America has ta'u~ht hel'. and not hel' own first cun
crptiulls. that it is by commel'Cial exchanges she can 
der'ive advantage fl'om any fnreign natinn, particular
ly ill the new world; and she appears to act in that 
spil'it. 

There is thrn no reafion to believe 01' to suspect, that 
England can be disposed tn enter intn any views hos
tile to her own system; that is, the interests of her 
commerce. Th~ independcnre and prosperity of the 
two Americas. have prngrrssively augmented the 
riches and powl'r of Grl'at Britain, and must continue 
to auglllrnt in proportinn with their population. and 
as civilization sprl'ads. She finds in America at 
large. mal'kets which more than compensate fOl' tllU1'Ie 
&he has lost in Europe; and experience has taught her 
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that these markets must multiply in magnitude anti 
riches which does not apyly to any other pal't of the 
world. To suppose that Englaml would conspire 
against America, in any part, under such circumstan
ces, would be to suppose that she would seek hel' own 
destruction: the same reasons thclI which prevail in 
her American policy govern her policy in Europe. 

'Vhethcr she entertains any latent dcsi,gns to ob
tain territol'ial possession or political supremar.y in 
any part of South America, after hel' past experienr.e, 
is a matter not to be immediately decilled; it is not a 

'part of the considerations proposed to be examined in 
this paper. Cases may be very casily imagined whirh 
might lead to such a policy. Any attempt of the Al
lied Powers (if such a chimera could be conceived) 
might induce her to seek the oc?upation of the four 
great points of La Plata, Chiloe, and Panama, with 
Trinidad already held. But their possession for 
commercial purposes, so long as she has no powerful 
rival more favored, or pretending to territorial occu
pancy, is not even politic nor economical. In a case 
of rivalship, her policy would indeed lead her to con
tend, as she contended necessarily with the Dutch and 
French in Asia, until she destroyed their rivalship. 
The designs entertained upon Chiloe, were p~obably 
connected with the apprehensions, for which" there 
were some grounds, of the succors which Napoleon 
had ordered to be dispatched with arms to tl1e revolu
tionists. At the period when Napoleon fought the 
disastrous battle of Leipsic, there were two new fri
gates in the French ports with each 10,000 stand of 
,rms, and a nder of well prepared officers. One 
of tbese was destined for ChilQe, the other for .7I[arga-

5 
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rita. The disa,qters of that battle gave to the agen. 
who wel'e intrusted with this SUI)ply. an impunity to in
dulgein passions hostile to the liberty of mankind, they 
landed the arms, and the agen~y of England wa,q too 
active to be ignllrant (If the tt'ansactions. 

That England entertaine:1 designs upon Panama, 
at a period \'rry recent, is indisputable; and it is no 
less certain, that the knowledge (If the fact preripitat
ed the rising of the people in PalJama and V t'ra~ua, 
by which the Spanish authority was terminatt'd tl)l~re, 
more early than it otherwise would have been. and 
thrir identification with the Columbian Republic a~
celrrated. It is also said. that amicable overtures were 
more recently made for the provisiflmil occupation of 
some other positions, prior to the expulsinn of MOI'ales 
from Puerto Cabello. This fact has bel'n before al
luded to in this pappr. It is by no mrans impossible 
that Grt'at Br'ilain may indulge in design!! fClrmed in 
the l'ar'ly stagl's of Mexican revolutiun. A naval depot 
was at no rrmotl' period contl',mplated to berstablished 
ncar the Trinity river, which Spain bad ICIng propos
eel. under' thl' name of Nl'w ('afliz, at the !'ame place. 
The mis!!ional'ies which Great Britain has sent to 
Mexico, must have a powl'rful influl'nce in promoting 
any designs she may contrmplate of that nature; or 
of a lIatm'e which it 1I·3.Y bl'prefl'1 ahJe to surmise J'ather 
than sllggl'st. Yet, the probability is. that from an 
appl'ehension of exciting an alarm i.) an adjacent' 
quartr.r, she would silently proceed without any ter
rittwiol acquisition, til "btain a gJ'eat commercial and, 
political influence in that country; the effects of which., 
can be estim~trd only by those whfl a.. Intimately ac- ' 
qllaintel\ with Mu,ico and its populatioll, but which.J'e- ' 
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quirt'll from the Unitel) States a more efficient agency 
in that quarter. 

In fine, no coercion of any part of America is to 
be apprehrnded from the Holy Alliance. 

'1'he market of Nurth America, is preferable to 
.England over that of all Europe, and is augmenting ill 
quantity and value. 

The markrt of South America is alr'early equal to 
that of Nnrth Ameril'a. at the commencement "f the 
F"ench Revolution, and must augment in greater pro· 
pOI·tion, as its products are more val'ious, abundant, 
and desirable univel'sally. i 

England from the redundancy of the precious me· 
tats, which she has obtained wholly by the exchanges 
of' her manufactures, can now reduce the interest of 
money to three and an half per cent. 

Led by the common infatuati"n which pervades 
our country, to bestow mitre attention on fureign af. 
fairs than on what most intimatel~ and ser'iously con· 
cerns Ufl, it may not be useless to bestow a few thoughts 
on home concerns, from whil'h our first fret' gl)vernment 
ha." been for 40 years so much diver'ted, a.<; not to have 
even a del'artmellt fnr home affair'S. Our lIational poli. 
cy is perhaps the Irast ... like that of Wise Nations of 
any on earth in thl'se r'cspects: Yet ther'e is a pl'O. 
pellsity to imitation of Brit ish institutions in ('WI') thing 
but those things which would make us grl'at, prnsper. 
OUSt and wralthy. To show how her policy opel'ates, 
and how wisely it is guided, the following facts apilcar 
til ran under ohser,'ation, since the preceding was 
written or ~ given to the press. 

Thfl numoer of familirs in England and Wales 
(withuut SI;Qtland and Ireland) are thus employed: 



On agriculture principally, 
On manufactures and trade 
Not comprised in either 
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Families 847,957 
1,159,975 

48!i,491 

Families 2,493,423 

;Population in 1821, Persons, 11,977,665 
Average persons in a family 5.201 hundreths. 

A recent writer states as fullows: 
33 per cent. of the population of England, or 

7,666,666 employed on agriculture, pro-
duce food for Persons 21,500,000 

83 per cent. of the United States 
population produce food for 

Exports of United States esti
mated at·% 40,000,000 would 
feed 

10,000,000 

850,000 
--- 10,850,000 

Thus the farmer of England feedl!! 3 families. 
The farmer of the United States feeds 1·lto: families. 

The following economical facts, afford other 
means by which to show the importance of 
industry. The counties of Bedford, Cam
bridge, and Huntingdon, i9 f:ngland, al"e 
the three least manufacturing counties; and 
the Poor Rate of each family averages lS lSs 5a 

'While in Middlesex, York. and Devonshire. 
the three great manufacturing cOllnties, the 
Poor Rate of each family averages 1 1 4s 4icl 

A system equally pl'ovident and national, would 
exalt the United States to a high stato cl prosperity, 
for which the present period is particmarly propiti
ous. Industry, if it were hut half as well protected 
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here, as in England, would. in five years, give 500,000 
persons to productive industry, who now rarn next ttl 
nothing. Three dollars a week, expended by that 
number of persons, on common necessaries, wlluld 
circulate 78,000,000 of dollars additional. in the year. 
The labor of the same hands would produce not less 
than 150,000,000 of dollars,hut might yield 200.000.000 
of dolla.rs; and of the products of this home in
dustry, 40 or 50 millions, in addition to our present 
exports, would find their way into foreign countries. 

And these operations, while they provided markets 
for agriculture, and freights for ships. wlluld not di
minish any raw material, while it would furnish an 
immense market abroad and at home. 

But nothmg can astonish the experienced mind so 
much as the imperfect views. the cold concern. the 
inconceivable indifference which pre\'ails in the Unit
ed -States, on the commercial advantages which Ilur 
position holds forth in South America. but particular
ly in Guatamala and Mexico. Men in future times, 
and not very remote times, will not fail to be confound
ed on reviewing the apathy, insensibiJity, or infatua
tion,which pre\'ails on this subject in the present 
times. 

W ASRINGTON CITT, 

J7th .March, 1824, 


